
Firefighters from Dimapur's fire and emergency services are seen helping a man extinguish a fire in downtown Dimapur during a drill organised 
by the city’s fire division on Saturday. 'Fire Service Week' is being observed across the country to propagate fire safety awareness. The Fire Service 
Week is observed every year between April 14 and the 20th.  (Related news in page 3) 

Dangerous flames 

Neiphiu Rio addressing a meeting in Kohima on Saturday. 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 30° 17°
Agartala 37° 24°
Gangtok 24° 10°
Guwahati 32° 20°
Imphal 30° 15°

Itanagar 24° 16°
Shillong 24° 13°
Delhi 38° 24°
Kolkata 39° 26°
Chennai 35° 28°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 24° 14°
DIMAPUR 32° 19°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 1 mm 93%
DIMAPUR 2 mm 92%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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AHODS/HODs (heads of depart-
ments) of line departments and 
technical agencies responsible for 
maintenance of public utilities. 

“During the meeting some of the 
agenda discussed were provisioning 
of central pool of resources from the 
line departments to be parked at the 
disposal of DDMAs to be used dur-
ing any exigencies. Review of status 
report of infrastructures and public 
utilities from the line technical 
departments. Status of preventive 
measures for the monsoon at the 
state and district level to respond 
effectively to any likelihood of flood 
situations, windstorms and destruc-
tions of public utilities. Provision for 
disaster mitigation fund and also 
life insurance policies for the SDRF 
personnel who take extreme risk in 
times of disaster,” it informed. 

Many of the government of-

ficials shared their ‘concern on the 
preparedness for the monsoon 
or any eventuality of disasters’, it 
stated. “The inspection report on 
the infrastructure was shared by the 
Commissioner and Secretary, PWD 
and stated that bridges and culverts 
have been checked. 

“However, he appealed to con-
duct a safety audit of public infra-
structures which will ensure more 
resilience in times of disasters. The 
Agriculture Production Commis-
sioner (APC), shared about the crop 
insurance and animal insurance 
which have benefited to farmers 
and also stressed on the need to 
scale up. 

“The chairman of District Disas-
ter Management Authority, Kohima 
informed the house on the need 
to find an alternate route to be 
used during any emergency. And 

he stressed that the alternate route 
requires maintenance and proper 
repair so as to enable the traffic and 
transports of essential materials 
during exigencies,” the stated. 

Also, it informed that the state’s 
Public Works Department had 
been tasked with completing the 
construction of a Bailey bridge over 
Chathe River before the onset of 
monsoon. “The insurance for SDRF 
personnel to be taken up under the 
Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima 
Yojana and Pradhan Mantri Jeevan 
Jyoti Bima Yojana (PMJJBY).

“The meeting ended with a 
note from the chief minister to 
be prepared and alert during this 
coming monsoon by all the techni-
cal departments responsible for 
management of emergencies to 
save lives and properties,” the press 
release read.  

D i m a p u r,  A p r i l  1 4 
( E M N ) :  T h e  Ko h i m a 
police authorities have 
announced new traffic 
regulations along the 
s t re t c h  f ro m  “N H A K 
junction to Census / 
Pezielietsei ( Tinpatti) 
junction” citing ‘ongoing 
road repair’: 
•	 From	6	am	to	2	pm:	

One way traffic for 
light vehicles from 
NHAK junction (en-
try point) to Census/
Pezielietsei (Tinpatti) 
junction (exit) 

•	 From	2	pm	to	7	pm:	
One way traffic for 
light vehicles from 
Census/Pezielietsei 
( Tinpatti) junction 
(entry point) to NHAK 
junction (exit).
Said regulations will 

be enforced from April 
16,	a	press	release	from	
the Kohima police on 
Saturday informed. 

Dimapur, April 14 (EMN): The Kuda 
village council (KVC) has termed 
“myopic” the statement of the op-
position Naga People’s Front (NPF) 
accusing the present Nagaland gov-
ernment of favouring the KVC when 
distributing MNREGA funds. 

The council issued a press re-
lease on Saturday expressing shock 
at being ‘dragged into a controversy 
by the NPF which is presently in 
opposition.’ It stated that for the 
present principal secretary of Rural 
Development–‘being the son of one 
of the first settlers of not only Kuda 
(Nagarjan) village but the whole of  
Dimapur who had settled in Kuda 
village in the early 1940’s’–it was only 
natural for him to have ‘unwavering 
concern and interest’ for the devel-
opment of Kuda village in particular 
and Dimapur town in general. 

“It may be pointed out that 
the last major developmental ac-
tivity undertaken by the govern-
ment apart from normal VDB pro-
grammes	was	in	2001-2002	under	
PMGSY for ‘repair and renovation 
of Kuda road from Nagarjan police 
point	to	3rd	Mile,	NH	29’	which	was	
during the Congress government 
in the state. Though the road cater 
to much of the light vehicles to 
Dimapur town, being the bye-pass 

road	from	NH	29,	the	subsequent	
governments did not bother to 
even repair the road, though the 
same was in a very bad shape which 
compelled the village council to 
repair the road from its own funds 
as follows: 
•	 In	2011	incurred	expenditure	of	

INR	4.20	lakh	for	repair	of	Kuda	
road.

•	 In	2012	 incurred	expenditure	
of	INR	2	lakh	for	repair	of	Kuda	
road.

•	 In	2013	 incurred	expenditure	
of INR 4 lakh for repair of Kuda 
road.

•	 In	2014	incurred	expenditure	of	
INR	14.92	lakh	for	repair	of	Kuda	
road.
“It	is	also	learnt	that	in	2016	the	

then NPF government sanctioned 
an amount of Rs 1.50 crore for repair 
of Kuda road, but every commuters 
knows very well that the pot-holes 
needs to be filled up urgently be-
fore the onset of monsoon and 
therefore, the village council has 
once again resolved to fill up the 
pot-holes from its own fund and for 
this, the council has sanctioned an 
amount of Rs 4 lakh. The work shall 
be	executed	within	2	weeks	time,”	
the statement read. It appealed to 
the NPF not to politicise the matter. 

Srinagar/Jammu, April 14 
(PTI): Two controversial BJP 
ministers, who participated in 
a rally in support of the people 
arrested for the rape-cum-
murder of an eight-year-old 
Muslim girl in Kathua, today ex-
ited from the PDP-BJP alliance 
government in Jammu and 
Kashmir, ending a simmering 
political crisis in the state.

A much-relieved Chief Min-
ister Mehbooba Mufti thanked 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
for defusing the situation and 
said the unfortunate incident 
had brought the people of the 
state and the rest of the country 
"together".

She said a sense of justice 
had been reinforced in the state 
and urged "New Delhi to wake 
up to the Kashmir cauldron".

Both the alliance partners 
-- the BJP and the PDP -- had 
separate legislature party meet-

ings in Srinagar and Jammu to 
discuss the situation arising out 
of the polarisation in the state 
over the rape-cum-murder of 
the girl after some leaders of 
the lesser-known Hindu Ekta 
Manch were arrested in con-
nection with the case.

BJP national general secre-
tary Ram Madhav, who flew in 
to Jammu this morning, had a 
meeting with party leaders as 
well as legislators after which a 
decision to hand over the resig-
nations of ministers Lal Singh 
and Chander Prakash Ganga 
to the chief minister was taken.

Both Ganga and Singh had 
participated in the rally on 
March 1 after the Crime Branch 
of Jammu and Kashmir Police 
had arrested the nephew of 
a caretaker of a 'devisathan' 
(temple) in connection with 
the kidnapping and rape of the 
little girl.

Later, during investigation, 
the police arrested the care-
taker and alleged that he was 
the mastermind of kidnapping, 
rape and killing of the girl from 
a nomadic tribe with an ulterior 
motive of terrifying the com-
munity and drive them out of 
the village.

The BJP sent the resigna-
tions to the chief minister who 
in turn will pass it on to Gover-
nor N N Vohra for acceptance, 
PDP leaders said. Madhav, who 
has been the BJP's pointsman 
on scripting the agenda with 
the PDP, told reporters in Jam-
mu that the resignations of the 
two ministers would be handed 
over to Mehbooba Mufti for 
further action and also admit-
ted that the two ministers had 
displayed a lack of discretion by 
taking part in the rally.

However, he made it clear 
that there was no attempt to 

sabotage the investigations 
as charged by the Congress 
party. "The charge that the two 
ministers were pro-rapist is 
absolutely wrong. It was sheer 
indiscretion on their part," he 
said.

He rejected reports that 
there was any pressure from his 
alliance partner PDP for with-
drawal of the two ministers. 
"No pressure, no ultimatum. 
This is all your figment of im-
agination," Madhav said in his 
reply to a query from a reporter 
that the PDP had threatened to 
walk out of the alliance if the 
two ministers did not resign.

Asked whether a dent has 
been created in the alliance 
after the Kathua case, Mad-
hav said, "As far as this case is 
concerned, we have done our 
bit by allaying the fears and 
misconception created in the 
minds of not only the people of 

Jammu and Kashmir but also in 
the entire country by asking our 
two ministers to resign. Beyond 
that, I don't think there will be 
any impact of this incident or 
these developments on the 
coalition." 

Mehbooba Mufti,  who 
chaired the party's meeting in 
Srinagar, thanked the prime 
minister and the national me-
dia and said the unity in ranks 
was an emotional reach out 
to protest against the heinous 
crimes. She said the unfortu-
nate incident changed the dis-
course and brought the people 
of the state and the rest of the 
country together.

The chief minister said that 
she was in constant touch with 
BJP president Amit Shah and 
Madhav as well as Home Min-
ister Rajnath Singh. "I want 
to thank people of Jammu for 
standing united against the 

gory crime," she said.
Madhav maintained that 

the two BJP leaders had gone 
to Kathua in March to pacify 
the public and also to look into 
the matter of the gruesome 
crime. The girl was kidnapped 
on January 10 and her body 
was	found	on	January	17.	Dur-
ing investigation, the crime 
branch alleged that the girl was 
drugged and repeatedly raped 
before being killed by hitting 
her head with stones.

To a question that the two 
ministers had participated in 
the rally in support of the ac-
cused in the rape case where 
the national tricolour was being 
waved, Madhav said, "That is 
why they had to resign. During 
my visit last month here, I made 
it clear to everyone that in this 
matter no one speaks and let 
us allow the investigations to 
complete." 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 14 (EMN): In an at-
tempt to bring information technol-
ogy closer to the people, the govern-
ment of Nagaland has decided to 
provide free Wi-Fi services in select 
locations across the state. 

This was announced by the advi-
sor for Information and Technology; 
Science and Technology; and New 
and Renewable Energy Mmhonlumo 
Kikon during the inaugural session of 
the Nagaland Innovation Expo (NIE) 
2018	in	the	auditorium	of	Kohima	
Science College (KSC) at Jotsoma on 
Saturday.

Kikon said that free Wi-Fi hotspots 
would be provided in the state’s capi-
tal as well as three campuses of Naga-
land University: Meriema, Lumami 
and Medziphema. As a special offer, 
he said, the state government was 
providing a free Wi-Fi hotspot at Ko-
hima Science College too.

Free Wi-Fi hotspots would also 
be provided in the office of all the 
deputy commissioners in Nagaland, 
Kikon informed. 

“This government wants to im-
press upon you that we are serious 
about your concerns and to the 
issues that you raise on social me-
dia and other forums. We want to 
address issues of concern by being 
sensitive to the people and hence free 
Wi-Fi services was one such initiative 
the government has come up with,” 
Kikon told the gathering. 

However, he did not mention 
from when the government would 
start providing the service. Kikon said 
that the decision to provide free Wi-Fi 
services was aimed at enabling peo-
ple to enjoy maximum internet facili-
ties; particularly students, whom he 
felt would benefit the most. 

“Free-Wi-Fi services itself is a fa-
cility which is being provided so as to 
help you in your studies and works,” 

he stated.
That aside, Kikon urged the stu-

dents to take ownership rather than 
shy away from the challenges the 
state is facing.

“This is the challenge and vision 
you must have if you want a better 
Nagaland; and further if you want 
a future in this state which will en-
able all of us to enjoy the maximum 
facilities which other first world 
countries are enjoying,” Kikon said 
as he assured to actively engage with 
students on this initiative.

Kikon, an alumnus of KSC, laud-
ed the college for organising the NIE 
2018,	which	had	the	participation	of	
all the departments in the college and 
three schools including Stella Higher 
Secondary School, Kohima; Baptist 
Mission School, Jotsoma; and St 
Mary’s Cathedral Higher Secondary 
School, Kohima.

Rating the event as one of the best 
ever to come up in Nagaland, Kikon 
proposed the idea of making it an an-
nual event. On the day, students were 
given the opportunity to exhibit their 
scientific innovations.

“We will be able to successfully 
orient ourselves towards the job mar-
ket with an initiative such as this, and 
it will not go in vain if we are serious 
about it,” Kikon said, while he also 
underscored the need to connect 
these kinds of initiatives globally.

Stating that the mass market 
would be determined by artificial 
intelligence, he also foresaw that 
the new job that that will have a 
maximum impact on human lives 
will come through artificial intel-
ligence.

The introduction on NIE was 
delivered by Keyileurangbe Thou, 
Science Club secretary, Kohima Sci-
ence College Students’ Union, while 
the welcome address was delivered 
by Dr. Lily Sema, principal, KSC. 

Dimapur, April 14 (EMN): The 
government of Nagaland has an-
nounced a state-wide social work 
on	April	21	during	which	citizens	in	
all the districts have been encour-
aged to clean their localities and 
clear clogged drainages besides 
other public utilities.

The idea of a community clean-
ing drive was an outcome of a meet-
ing on Saturday between Chief Min-
ister Neiphu Rio and officials of the 
Nagaland State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NSDMA) to discuss 
‘the status of the infrastructures and 
public utilities before the onset of 
monsoon,’ a press release from the 
Home Commissioner of Nagaland 
informed. Rio is also the chairman 
of the NSDMA. 

“The District Disaster Manage-
ment Authorities (DDMA) along 
with all stakeholders such as NGOs, 
village councils, governmental 
departments, will undertake mass 
social work as preventive measures 
before the onset of monsoon,” the 
press release read. 

Saturday’s meeting, according 
to the press release, was ‘impera-
tive as Nagaland had witnessed 
unfavourable monsoon last year 
which caused huge loss to lives 
and properties in many parts of 
Nagaland due to increased climate 
change induced extreme weather.’ 
It was held in the ‘office chamber 
of chief minister, civil secretariat’ 
in Kohima. 

“The opening remarks were 
delivered by Temjen Toy, chief sec-
retary. A presentation was made 
by Abhishek Singh, home commis-
sioner, the review of last year pre-
monsoon preparedness meeting 
and the agenda for the meeting. 
The meeting was attended by the 
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Mokokchung observes district level Ambedkar Jayanti
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AIDS-free Nagaland’  
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FGN mourns demise of functionary 

Lok Adalat: Legal personnel hold court 

Farmers learn new farming techniques

Wokha Excise destroyed confiscated drugs and liquor in the premises of the Superintendent of Excise 
and Prohibition on April 13 in Wokha. The contraband was incinerated in the presence of some 
members of the public and members of the ‘destruction board.’ 1642 bottles of assorted liquor,  8222 
capsules of Spasmo proxyvon  and 3215 tablets of Nitrazepam were destroyed, it was informed. The 
street value of the contraband has been estimated to be around NRI 7.39 lakh. 

Ramesh Abhishek  with Imnatiba at New Delhi.

Dr. I Amenla, along with resource persons and trainees, during the valedictory function at Medziphema in 
Dimapur.

Legal personnel and officials pose for the lens after the Lok Adalat in Dimapur.

Temjen Imna Along Longkumer speaking at the 3rd anniversary of 
Act of Kindness in the DBIDL hall at River Belt Colony in Dimapur 
on April 14.
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Mekala Chaitanya along with district functionaries at the District Welfare office during the Ambedkar 
Jayanti observance in Mokokchung on April 14.
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WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 21.2 14.6 14.5 84 4

ZBT 19.3 11.6 16.9 92 6.4

MON 27.4 18 16.4 90 1.4

TUENSANG 18 15.4 12.5 80 2.1

MKG 24.3 11.4 4 28 NIL

PHEK 21.2 13 13.8 82 NIL

KIPHIRE 24 13.2 15.5 96 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 24 16 15.5 82 2.8

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 25.8 15.2 16.4 74 4.4

JALUKIE 28 22 20.5 100 4.9 

MANGKOLEMBA 28.8 18.4 20 86 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

PHH rice distribution
The head Gaon Burah of Purana Bazaar in Dimapur 
has informed Priority Household ration card holders 
of said area that there will be distribution of ‘PHH 
rice’ on April 16 from 7:00 am to 2:00 pm at the area 
council’s hall. All the card holders are informed to 
collect the rice.

DHEP land owners to meet 
The office of the land owners’ union (LOU) of 
Doyang Hydro Electric Project (DHEP) has informed 
all the chairmen and Gaon Burah of the ‘17th land 
affected villages’ of the DHEP that there will be a 
meeting between the LOU / DHEP and the village 
administration on April 17 at 10 am in the NRC hall 
at Doyang in Wokha. The members are requested to 
attend the meeting with agendas for the benefit of the 
‘aggrieved land affected people.’ 

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, April 14 (EMN): 
The advisor for Industries 
and Commerce, Imnatiba  
called on the secretary    of 
the department of Indus-
trial Policy & Promotion of 
Commerce and Industry 
Ramesh Abhishek, besides    
secretary of the ministry 
of Textiles Anant Kumar 
Singh, during the Naga 
legislator’s maiden visit to 
New Delhi. 

A press release on 
Saturday informed that 
apart from various mat-
ters discussed during the 
meet, the advisor raised 
issues about inclusion 
of road transport in the 
transport subsidy provi-
sions recently notified by 
the central government as 
part of the new North East 
Industrial Development 
Scheme. 

Imnatiba also in-
formed the secretary of 

Textiles about issues con-
cerning pending projects  
with the ministry of Tex-
tiles.  In response, the sec-
retary is stated to have 
assured to look into the 
matter. A visit of the cen-
tral leaders to the state 
was proposed during 
the event, to ‘take stock 
of problems faced by ar-
tisans, craftsman, and 
weavers of the state,’ it 
was informed.

The advisor also vis-
ited the state’s emporium 
located in the city and 
interacted with the offic-
ers and staff there. He ob-
served that the emporium 
was not only a venue to 
market ‘Make in Naga-
land’ products but also 
serves as the economic 
face of the state. He urged 
the officers and staff of the 
boutique to be dedicated 
in their work. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, April 14:  The 
Minister of Higher and 
Technical Education, 
Temjen Imna Along Long-
kumer during the third 
year anniversary celebra-
tions of Act of Kindness 
(AoK) said that the an-
niversary of AoK was the 
“most important func-
tion” he has attended 
since attaining office. This 
he said after the video 
screening of AoK show-
casing the work they have 
been undertaking since 
2015. 

“What AoK has done 
is nothing extra ordinary 
– this is what should be 
done, legs and hands 
need to move to perform 
random acts of kindness,” 
he said. 

Longkumer applaud-
ed the AoK team for re-
lentlessly putting their 
mind, strength and soul to 
the work they do. “Young-
sters these days tend to 
strike the wrong cord but 
the team has started a 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, April 14 
(EMN): Mokokchung 
observed district level 
Ambedkar Jayanti, the 
birth anniversary of Bharat 
Ratna Dr. BR Ambedkar on 

Saturday April 14 at the 
District Welfare office.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mokokchung’ Sub-
Divisional Officer (civil), 
Mekala Chaitanya under-
scored that Dr. Ambedkar 

was the principal architect 
of the Constitution of In-
dia and a founding father 
of the Republic of India 
who inspired the Dalit 
Buddhist movement and 
campaigned against social 

new beginning among the 
people and are not afraid 
to expose and do the right 
thing,” he acknowledged. 

While admitting that 
aggression as a right to 
solve things was one of 
the main setbacks in the 
state, he reminded the 

gathering of the “great 
things” the AOK team was 
doing in making the soci-
ety a better place and to 
try to duplicate them. 

“Go back and wake up 
from your slumber, try to 
help with the little that 
you have, dream and work 

for others...great things 
are achieved by small ges-
tures,” he concluded to 
the invitees gathered in 
the Don Bosco Institute of 
Development and Lead-
ership (DBIDL) hall on 
April 14.  

In commemoration 
of their third anniversary, 
AoK also released their 
book on poetry titled 
“The Bards of Magnus 
Opus” and a music video 
by Imsu Manen called 
“Best in me”. The poetry 
book features the work of 
26 local poets whom have 
written the poems dur-
ing the “Magnus Opus” 
events organised by AoK.

Administrator Di-
mapur Municipal Council 
Moa Sangtam after said 
that Nagas are “gifted with 
talent” but the only thing 
lacking was the promo-
tion of talent. He appre-
ciated the AoK team for 
promoting the talents of 
young local artists and 
by supporting them with 
whatever they could. 

discrimination against un-
touchables (dalits), while 
also supporting the rights 
of women and labour.

He urged the Educa-
tion department to incor-
porate Ambedkar’s prin-
ciples as part of school 
curriculum and also the 
Social welfare depart-
ment to provide various 
scholarship programmes 
to students launched by 
Government of India.

Chaitanya said that it is 
the duty of the department 
to take responsibilities and 
update various welfare 
schemes of the govern-
ment to benefit the peo-
ple. “Our job should be our 
religion,” he added.

He asserted that “a per-
son can only fulfil their 
aspiration only when op-
portunities are provided 
to them.”

Dimapur, April 14 (EMN): 
The Rengma Selo Zi (RSZ) 
would be conducting its 
first general conference 
besides observing their 
third anniversary on April 
17. The advisor of Animal 
Husbandry and Veteri-
nary Services R Khing will 
be the special guest of 
the event; the principal 
of Oriental Theological 
Seminary Joshua Lorin, 
the speaker, a press re-
lease from the organiza-
tion informed on Satur-
day.

The updates informed 
that the conference would 

be conducted at Tseminyu 
town hall. According to the 
press note representatives 
from all the Rengma vil-
lages will be attending the 
conference. 

In the updates the RSZ 
informed the villages and 
ranges’ representatives 
that there also would be a 
general assembly on April 
16 at 2 pm at the Rengma 
Hoho complex.

Again, the note in-
formed about another 
event specifically a new 
team of office bearers for 
2018-2021 would be an-
nounced during the event.

Dimapur, April 14 (EMN): 
The Kohima Orphanage 
and Destitute Home has 
informed on Saturday that 
it will be observing its 45th 
foundation day on April 
16 at 1pm at the home in 
Kohima.

The founder and presi-
dent of the home, Ama Za-
putuo-ü Angami, started 
the institution in 1973. She 
administered it for 38 years 
till her death on March 24 
2011, at the age of 89.

The home is now taken 
care by Neibanuo Angami 
, daughter of the late Ama 
Zaputuo-ü Angami.

The orphanage has 
appealed to citizens and 
well-wishers to attend the 
foundation day. 

Dimapur, April 14 (EMN): The Zun-
heboto battalion of Assam Rifles (AR) 
conducted a symposium on ‘HIV 
and AIDS free Nagaland’ and “career 
counselling” in collaboration with 
Zunheboto Range Students’ Union 
(ZRSU) and District Aids Prevention 
Control Unit (DAPCU), at Zunheboto 
town hall in Zunheboto on April 14. 

In a press release issued by the 
AR on Saturday, a medical team led 
by Captain Abhishekh Sharma and 
Nodal Officer Hokishe, delivered a 
lecture and educated the youth about 
substance abuse: drugs, alcohol, nar-
cotics. The youth were also educated 
about the preventive measures and 
danger of HIV and AIDS.  

According to the press release, 
about 1000 students, teachers, and 
local citizens attended the event.

Dimapur, April 14 (EMN): 
The Chakhroma Public 
Organisation (CPO) has 
issued an ‘open letter’ to 
the general manager of 
ECI Engineering and Con-
struction Company Ramky 
Joint Venture in regard to 
the construction of four 
lane project in Chakhroma 
area, between Dimapur 
and Piphema.

The letter from the 
CPO on Saturday stated 
that the negligence on the 
part of Ramky had created 
health hazards during the 
past few months. The or-
ganization stated that dig-
ging had slowed for some 
time that  only a few exca-
vators could be seen in the 

sector where earthwork 
is yet to be undertaken, 
between Patkai bridge and 
new Chumukedima.

In the letter the CPO 
requested the company to 
expedite digging before the 
rains set in. They said that 
digging earth during the 
rainy season will put trav-
ellers to suffering besides 
the risk of mud slides. If 
such road blockades take 
place because of earth 
work the public would 
stop the work for the entire 
rainy season, they stated. 

The CPO has expressed 
hope that the ‘time-bound 
project’ would be com-
pleted within the stipu-
lated time. Dimapur, April 14 (EMN): 

The FGN has expressed 
shock and grief at the de-
mise of “major general” 
Hangchiu, of Kimphu vil-
lage, who was stated to 
have died on April 13. A 
note expressing condo-
lence was issued by the 
FGN on Saturday.

“He was a dedicated 
officer who earned the 
admiration of his friends, 
colleagues and all his 
subordinate associates. 
He was humble and down 

to earth but resolute and 
totally committed in the 
pursuit of the attainment 
of the long cherished 
Naga goal. Leaders like 
him contributed greatly 
to the cementing of ties 
of the East Nagas with the 
other Nagas,” the mes-
sage read. 

The organisation has 
expressed condolences to 
the bereaved family. “May 
the departed soul rest in 
eternal peace,” the mes-
sage added.

Dimapur, April 14 (EMN): The Dimapur 
District Legal Services Authority (DDL-
SA) organised Lok Adalat  on April 14 
at district court building in Dimapur. A 
press release from the DDLSA on Satur-
day stated that during the proceedings 
29 cases which are related to Banks, 
BSNL, Motor Accident Claim Tribunal 
and Insurance claims had been settled.  

The updates informed that the Lok 
Adalat was inaugurated by the chairman 
of DDLSA Neiko Kanuo. The proceedings 
were carried out by presiding judges, 
conciliators, lawyers and para legal vol-
unteers. 

According to the press release, Lok 
Adalat is meant for amicable settlement 
of cases based on the concept of concili-
ated settlement of disputes. The system 
of Lok Adalat is economical and justice 
delivery is quick and effective. 

The DDLSA expressed gratitude to 
the banks, conciliators, lawyers, and 
public for participating in the Lok Adalat, 
the updates stated.

Dimapur, April 14 (EMN): 
The State Agricultural 
Management and Exten-
sion Training Institute 
(SAMETI) organised a 
three-day training pro-
gramme about the theme 
‘Introduction to National 
Mission on Agricultural 
Extension and Technol-
ogy (NMAET)’ for ATMA 
functionaries at SAMETI 
in Medziphema from April 

11 to the 13th. A press re-
lease informing about the 
event from the association 
was received on Saturday.

According to the press 
release, director SAMETI, 
Dr. I Amenla; Dr. Ithika 
C Swu; Tiajungla Long-
char; Vikaho Chophi; and 
deputy project directors 
of SAMETI, Sentinaro 
Longchar, were resource 
persons. 

The training program 
covered theoretical ses-
sions on background and 
introduction to the cen-
tral sponsored scheme 
NMAET, organizational 
structure at national Level 
and IDWG functions, or-
ganizational structure at 
state level and district, 
SAMETI’s objectives and 
activities, farm school and 
its activities, discussion 

and interaction modali-
ties of public and private 
partnership, innovative 
activities, and such. The 
training also included 
a field trip to Pineapple 
farm school at Molvum 
village in Medziphema. 
The students interacted 
with its farm school teach-
er, Veikhochong, the press 
release issued.

Dr. I Amenla congratu-
lated the participants on 
being the first batch to 
be trained on the topic of 
NMAET. She stated that 
there was added responsi-
bility on their part as there 
are four sub-missions 
under NMAET for which 
their services as exten-
sion workers is vital. She 
also encouraged them to 
be the voice of the farm-
ers and do justice to the 
department by delegating 
duties sincerely so that 
vision 2025, “Food for all,” 
would become a reality.

 The training program 
saw a good turnout of par-
ticipants from all districts 
of the state, the press re-
lease added.
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‘One cannot use an old custom to solve a modern problem’

Hot Dimapur: Already 15 fire outbreaks this year
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EM Images
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Members of the OTS clean and paint the Dimapur flyover.

Kaisa Rio addressing the inaugural ceremony of a new home for the elderly on Sat. 
April 14 at Tenyiphe-1, at 7th mile in Dimapur.

H Tovihoto Ayemi making the first call to the customer care centre on Sat. April 14 in Dimapur. The advisor 
to the Power department inaugurated the state’s first customer care centre for electricity consumers, at 
Burma Camp in Dimapur on Sat. April 14.  

Rupin Sharma speaking at the NSLSA event 
in Kohima on April 14.

Dimapur’s flyover gets a new coat 

Kaisa Rio opens to seniors an old age home at Tenyiphe

Power dept. opens first customer care centre 

Fire Service Week beginsCultural laws, although 
important, have gaps — DGP

STATE

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 14 (EMN): Although 
“customary law” is a very important 
part of modern law and has contrib-
uted to it to a large extent, they still 
are rudimentary and have gaps. This 
aspect needs to be addressed, the 
director general of Nagaland Police 
(DGP) Rupin Sharma has said.

DGP Rupin Sharma was address-
ing an event of the Nagaland State 
Legal Services Authority (NSLSA), a 
meeting of master trainers, lawyers 
and panel lawyers, in Kohima on 
April 14.

In making clear that he was not 
questioning the “customary laws” 
in Nagaland, Sharma pointed to the 
‘gaps.’ Cultural laws anywhere in 
the country according to modern 
jurisprudence is not up to the mark 
for which there requires redress.  
He said that there was a ‘clear-cut 
case for codification of customary 
laws in Nagaland,’ and for setting 
procedures to be followed for imple-
mentation of a particular aspect of 
customary law lest for which justice 
can either be denied or misjudged.

Asserting full support to custom-
ary ‘as long as it solves minor prob-
lems,’ Sharma however maintained 
that in the present day customary 
laws were not applicable and practi-
cal to solving modern related crimes. 
‘And we have to evolve and so is the 
evolution of law,’ the police chief 
said.

Also pointing out that there were 
certain requirements for custom-
ary laws to become part of modern 
laws, he said that one cannot bring 
a custom which was practiced ‘once’ 
50 years back and use it to one’s con-
venience to solve a problem today.

Stating that Nagaland is now a 
society which is more cosmopolitan 
in nature which also comes with 
enormity of problems, Sharma em-
phasized on the necessity of having 
a common body of laws which regu-

Dimapur, April 14 (EMN):  
The Power department’s 
first customer care centre 
(CCC) in Nagaland has 
been commissioned. The 
facility was inaugurated at 
Burma Camp in Dimapur 
by advisor for Power H 
Tovihoto Ayemi on Sat. 
April 14.

In his speech during 
the event, Ayemi said that 
customer service con-
cerned with ‘giving service 
to the customers before, 
during, and after providing 
service.’ ‘Today customer 
service is considered a 
priority in any organisa-
tion and an organization 
that values good custom-
er service is considered 
a modern organization,’ 
Ayemi said. 

‘Customer service 
plays an important role 
in an organization’s ability 
to generate income and 
revenue and from that 
perspective we must give 
more and more impor-
tance to customer service.’ 
He hoped that the centre 
in Dimapur will change 
the ‘entire perception of 
power consumers’ in Di-
mapur and other parts of 
the state. ‘When we say 
customer care we must 
adjust ourselves to the per-
sonality of the customer 
and see to it that all his or 
her needs are taken care 
of,’ he said. 

The legislator high-
lighted also various no-

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, April 14: A spacious 
home for senior citizens at Teny-
iphe village located at 7th mile 
was inaugurated on Sat. April 14 
by the president of the Nagaland 
Voluntary Association (NVA) Kaisa 
Rio. The home of the elderly is an 
initiative of the Chumukedima 
Area Christian Women Fellowship 
(CACWF).

The concept of care homes for 
the aged is not common in Na-
galand. Such institutions are also 
new to the Naga people’s cultural 
life, Rio said. Yet, she said, with the 
lifestyle that the people have come 
to adopt and as time progresses 
homes for the elderly will be in 
demand. Those with fine facilities 
and most essentially, those that 
give the most important requisite 

Jamir articulated ‘theology 
informs us to take care of 
the place that we live in 
and this act of involve-
ment in cleaning and giv-
ing a facelift to our city is 
an expression of faith. 

Lauding DMC Admin-
istrator Moa Sangtam for 
his commendable effort 
towards a clean Dimapur 
with a good vision, Jamir 
said “DMC has given us a 
good platform to express 
what we learn from our 
classroom”. He also re-
marked that we can con-
tribute by providing man-
power while the DMC can 
provide resources. 

The OTS had earlier 
this year painted the old 
Dhansiri Bridge and has 
adopted the bridge which 
they will continue to take 
care of.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, April 14: In only four 
months has Dimapur seen 15 inci-
dents of fire and ones that have seen 
many a family left homeless. The 
busiest schedule of the city’s Fire 
and Emergency Services is already 
on with the onset of dry season. 

The fire accidents that occurred 
in and around Dimapur have de-
stroyed properties worth by the 
lakh. The most common cause be-
ing attributed for the fires is electri-
cal short circuit, and a few of them 
to ‘carelessness.’ 

Interestingly, for some strange 
reason, fire accidents that happen 
mostly during the dry season in 
Dimapur have been attributed to 
‘short circuit.’

Since 1999  Fire Safety Week has 
been observed, from April 14 to the 
20th. The event hopes to propa-
gate fire safety awareness among 
citizens. 

In Dimapur, The safety week 
started off with a drill at the Clock 
Tower, and at the Super Market 
during which the department’s fire 
fighters demonstrated emergency 
manoeuvres to members of the 
public. The fire fighters demon-
strated the dos and don’ts. They 
advised shop owners and the public 
to keep fire extinguishers in their 
establishments. 

As part of the fire service week, 
the department plans to visit 
schools and municipal localities to 
educate people on safety. Members 
of the public participated in the drill 
too, trying their hand at some of the 
manoeuvres.

T h e  Di m a p u r  d i v i s i o n  i s 
equipped with only five fire engines, 
at the Dimapur station, and three at 
Chumukedima.

2014 recorded some of the high-
est numbers of fire accidents in the 
city’s recent history. As many as 

92 incidents were recorded while 
2015, 2016, and 2017 recorded 40-46 
incidents. 

The officer in charge of the 
Dimapur Fire station, A Wati Jamir 
told Eastern Mirror that fire trucks 
from Chumukedima also come 
down during major fire incidents. 
Likewise, the Rangapahar defence 
camp also provides their fire en-
gines during emergencies.

Speaking about some upgrades 
to the division’s fire-fighting capa-
bility, the officer said that the divi-
sion has a new floating pump which 
is of great help during emergencies. 
A deep bore well was dug in the sta-
tion’s premises too, besides getting a 
new diesel generator, which would 
now leave no reason for the depart-
ment to run short of water. 

This year’s fire services week is 
being observed with slogan ‘fire loss 
is national loss. Let us adopt safety 
measure.’ 

ephone number 1912 
(Pan India Electricity  
Compliant). 

•	 Available	24x7.	
•	 Multi-lingual	(English,	

Hindi, “Nagamese”) 
•	 Trained	customer	serv-

ice representatives 
•	 Single	touch-point	for	

no supply, billing com-
plaints, fire and shock 
complaints, etc. 

•	 Initially	 the	central-
ized CC centre is es-
tablished with ~ seats, 
which be further ex-
pandable as per the 
requirement of utility. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, April 14:  The 
Oriental  Theological 
Seminary (OTS) in col-
laboration with Dimapur 
Municipal Council (DMC) 
cleaned and painted Di-

mapur’s landmark flyover 
over Railway station on 
Saturday April 14. The 
landmark flyover was 
cleaned, washed and 
painted by the OTS along 
with local youth volun-

teers and Covenant Insti-
tute Dimapur who were 
invited by the OTS. 

Extending manpower 
towards DMC for ‘A better 
Dimapur’ project, OTS As-
sociate Professor Dr. Sashi 

lated the behaviour of its citizens in 
all aspects life.

He also observed that the aware-
ness in Nagaland about traditional 
cultural rights and system of justice 
are very high while the awareness 
and compliance towards the mod-
ern system of justice is low. Towards 
this, he said it is very important to 
create legal awareness as the general 
conduct of the people in the society 
is more important.

Asserting that Nagaland cannot 
live in isolation from the rest of the 
world, Sharma pressed on the need 
to develop legal habit in people for 
what is right as in ‘what is correct’ 
and that people should be encour-
aged to know more about law, pro-
cedures, how to handle conflict in a 
lawful manner and not by violence 
or discord.

Therefore, he said there is a need 
to teach children about the modern 
codified laws, create awareness and 
empowerment among them to lean 
more towards modern law.

Highlighting the importance of 
the rule of law to run a society in a 
particular manner and direction, 
Sharma said the rule of law comes in 
so that the conflict and discord in the 
society is minimised and everyone 

starts working in certain accept-
able standard which are defined as 
‘correct and lawful’ and others are 
defined as ‘incorrect or unlawful.’

Citing some examples, Sharma 
said in a society like Nagaland it 
is very hard to do things that are 
right because of one’s strong affinity 
towards tribe, clan, village etc. how-
ever, he maintained that if people 
want to have a way, the can certainly 
have a way to bring positive change 
in the society.

‘Let us have a system’ urged 
Sharma who stated that a system has 
to be followed as it gives equal op-
portunity to everybody. ‘If we learn 
to live in the system, the system will 
take care of us. But if we start taking 
decision on our own and we start to 
live in the systems which are arbi-
trary, the society will rot and there 
will be conflict and discord’ Sharma 
stated. 

Towards this end, he appealed 
the guardians and keepers of law to 
teach the people about legal aware-
ness. He urged them to pitch for 
more plans and programmes for the 
younger generation and start teach-
ing them about the jurisprudence in 
a simplistic manner.

Member secretary, NSLSA, 
Mezivolu T Therieh in her introduc-
tion address said its focus is to have 
a ‘paradigm shift from awareness 
to empowerment’ as they are a link 
between the aggrieved people and 
the authorities who under the law 
are duty bound and legally bound 
to provide the needs of the people.

As a body of legal services, Ther-
ieh asserted on the need for the legal 
panelist to come together and find 
out how law can be translated into 
justice for a society which is socially 
and economically underprivileged 
through building strategies and 
programmes and implement them 
systematically so the deserving per-
son benefits.

they have the understanding and 
wisdom. With the passing of time, 
she said, life expectancy has been 
shortened while we also are un-
able to give due importance to the 
aged. It is our responsibility to love 
and care for the senior citizens, 
Rio said.

Appreciating the CACWF for 
believing in the good, Kaisa Rio 
encouraged the gathering to dem-
onstrate Christian values more. 
Through this act, she said, in 
return ‘we will receive the joy of 
contentment.’ She has expressed 
hope that they will be an example 
to others. 

During the occasion a leader 
of the Tenyiphe-1 village coun-
cil appealed to Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio to consider develop-
ing the roads in the village.  

to human existence, love, will be 
in demand, she said.  

Referring to a scripture pas-

sage from Job 12:13 in the Bible, 
Rio said that the Bible gives im-
portance to the aged because 

table achievements that 
were attained in the distri-
bution and revenue sector.

The advisor expressed 
satisfaction that the mag-
nitude of the state pur-
chasing power was being 
‘controlled,’ while revenue 
was ‘improving.’

“Hopefully through 
better customer service 
from our CCC, our Power 
department’s revenue po-
sition will further improve. 
I take this opportunity to 
appeal to the public to 
help the department of 
Power in checking power 
theft and also conserve 
energy by using energy ef-

ficient electric bulbs such 
as CFL and LED bulb,” 
Ayemi told the gathering.

The customer care 
centre hopes to address 
and improve consump-
tion services. The objective 
is to process and resolve 
consumers’ requests and 
complaints in minimum 
possible time by redress-
ing matters through a sin-
gle window computerized 
system, it was informed. 

Establishing a central-
ized and computerized 
customer care with sin-
gle window operations 
and equipped with latest 
technology and trained 

customer service repre-
sentatives is considered an 
important milestone. 

In addition to com-
plaints received online, 
or through telephone, 
email, letter or IVR sys-
tem, customers may also 
choose to visit the centre. 
The customer care centre 
is equipped with basic 
amenities, a clean envi-
ronment and manned by 
trained personnel who are 
be ‘sensitive to customer 
needs.’ 

Salient features: 
•	 Easy	 to	 remember	

and easy to access Tel-
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IOC to give LPG connections 
to 6.55 lakh poor families in NE

Mizoram-Maharashtra signs deal 
to boost investment, tourism

MoPNG to celebrate Ujjwala Diwas in KA 

Hardcore self-styled NSCN(IM) cadre apprehended in Arunachal

Manipuris 
celebrate Sajibu 
Cheiraoba with 
religious fervour 

Assam turns festive for Rongali Bihu

Mirror Crossword 1789sud0ku 1629
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1788

ACROSS
1. Fiddler crabs
4.	 Turkish	leader	title
8.	 Seat
12. Sorrow
13.	 Greater	number
14.	 After	a	prayer
15.	 A	way	to	get	lost
17.	 Computer	music	standard
18.	 Things	coming	one	after	

another
19.	 Toffs
21.	 French	for	“Gray”
23. Shells
26.	 A	woman	hired	to	suckle	a	

child	of	someone	else
29.	 An	organism	that	feeds	off	

another
31.	 Radioactivity	unit
32.	Mammal	genus
33.	 Belonging	to	us
34.	 Reformer
36.	 Latch	a	window
37.	 Compels
38. Hose
40.	 Bird	genus
42.	 Father	of	the	Titans	

(Mythology)
46.	 Detest
48.	 A	radioactive	element
50.	 Egyptian	god	of	life
51.	 Golfer	____	Norman
52.	 Sheep	sound
53.	 Take	upon	oneself
54.	 Assists
55.	 Total	

DOWN
1.	 Utilizes
2.	 Hollow	in	a	cliff
3.	 Month	in	the	Hebrew	

calendar
4.	 The	former	ruler	of	

Afghanistan
5.	 Chatted
6.	 A	continuous	portion	of	

a circle
7.	 Perceived
8.	 Ballroom	dances
9.	 Something	left	off	or	

ignored
10.	 The	central	bank	of	the	

US
11.	 Black	tropical	American	

cuckoo

16.	 Near	in	space	or	time
20. Wood sorrels
22. Trade
24.	 Small	ornamental	ladies’	

bag	for	small	articles
25.	 Eastern	European	

people
26.	 A	curved	support
27.	 Harelike	rodent	of	the	

pampas	of	Argentina
28.	 Flatterer
30.	 Changed	course	32.	

Cornmeal
35.	 Peaceful
36.	 3	handed	card	game
39.	 Drop-offs
41.	 Heroic	tale
43. Bills
44.	 Two-toed	sloth
45.	 Line	formed	by	joining	

two	pieces
46. Possessed
47.	 Doctors’	group
49.	 Asian	country	___	Lanka

solutions to suD0ku 1628

guwahati, April 14 (PTi): PSU 
major Indian Oil Corporation will 
distribute 6.55 lakh new LPG con-
nections to poor women benefi-
ciaries across 6,741 villages in the 
northeast as part of the Centre’s 
initiative to make households 
smokeless.

“We have launched our pro-
gramme to make these villages 
smokeless. Under this initiative, 
which was announced by the 
Prime Minister, we will give LPG 
connections in the name of wom-
en in the houses,” Indian Oil Cor-
poration Chief General Manager 
(IndianOil-AOD) Uttiya Bhattach-

aryya told PTI here.
Under the programme Gram 

Swaraj Abhiyan, the company 
will handover LPG connections 
to 6.55 lakh families across 6,741 
villages in the northeast, including 
2.4 lakh new connections in 3,042 
villages in Assam, he added.

“The programme is beginning 
today and will end on May 5. In the 
scheme, the selection of woman 
beneficiary will be from the BPL 
families identified from the SECC 
list or from any of these categories 
-- SC/ST households, Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana (Gramin), 
Antyodaya Anna Yojana, forest 

dwellers, Most Backward Classes, 
tea and ex-tea garden tribes and 
people residing in island and river 
islands,” Bhattacharyya said.

Under this initiative, the gov-
ernment will give the deposit 
money on behalf of the benefici-
aries, while the cylinders will be 
given to the owners on loan from 
the company, which will start re-
covering the same from delivery 
of the seventh cylinder from the 
subsidiary amount.

“This will require about Rs 110 
crore investment from our side for 
implementing the project in 80 
districts of the region. This amount 

will start coming to us against from 
delivery of the seventh cylinder to 
the beneficiary,” he said.

The senior official informed 
that the company has been pre-
paring itself to meet this addi-
tional demand for the last few 
months and is ready to handle the 
extra load of cylinders due to this 
programme. 

“We have 10 bottling plants 
across North East. These are cur-
rently functioning at over 100 per 
cent utilisation rate. We are gradu-
ally increasing our capacity at all 
plants. This will support the ad-
ditional load,” Bhattacharyya said.

Aizawl, April 14 (iAnS): The Mizoram 
government and the Maharashtra Tourism 
Development Corporation (MTDC) have 
signed an agreement to boost investment 
and develop tourism in the northeastern 
state, an official said here on Saturday.

“The Mizoram government and the 
MTDC have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) to enhance in-
vestment and develop the tourism in the 
state. The MoU was signed on Friday after 
a Business Summit and Road Show in 
Aizawl,” a Mizoram tourism department 
official said.

An official release said that Mizoram 
Governor Lt. Gen. Nirbhay Sharma (retd), 
while addressing the summit, said that the 
tourism and agro-market potential of the 
state were worth exploring, for which more 
states like Maharashtra and corporate 
houses can help.

The Governor said that the best prac-
tices of cooperative societies in Maharash-
tra could be emulated to move away from 
subsistence farming to a more profitable 
commercial one.

“The Governor laid emphasis on rop-
ing in the film makers and producers to 
explore the pristine nature of the state 
and involvement of the community while 

also giving a cosmopolitan outlook to the 
state,” the release said.

The Business Summit and Road Show, 
organised by the Indian Chamber of Com-
merce, was a follow up to the Business 
Summit and Road Show - Mizoram Call-
ing, organised by the Chamber in January 
in Mumbai.

Addressing the summit, Horticulture 
Minister P.C. Lalthanliana highlighted the 
USPs of several horticulture crops grown 
in the state which he termed as organic 
by default.

Development of forward-backward 
linkages, logistical improvements, food-
processing and value addiction are the 
sectors which the minister considered 
needs investments.

Maharashtra Tourism Department 
Director Ashutosh Rathod, who is also the 
Joint Managing Director of MTDC, said 
that his government and other business 
bodies in Maharashtra are eager to form 
synergies with Mizoram.

“Mizoram is shaping up its policy 
to be in sync with the Act-East Policy,” 
Rathod said, adding that special attention 
would be given to people from Mizoram 
for medical care under the government’s 
medical tourism policy.
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Our Correspondent
imphal, April 14 (eMn):  Manipuris 
on Saturday celebrated Sajibu 
Cheiraoba, the New Year of the Ma-
nipuris. The festival is celebrated 
on the first day of the Manipuri 
month, Sajibu, which usually falls 
in March-end or early-April.

Praying to Gods by offering 
flowers, fruits and dishes, tradi-
tional family feasting, climbing 
hillocks in the afternoon among 
others marked the occasion.

Special dishes are prepared 
from vegetables to be offered to 
deities for a grand feast for families. 
The food is offered by the elders of 
the house to three deities for the 
protection of the family. Married 
women give gifts to their parents 
and brothers on the occasion. The 
youths seek the blessings of the 
elders.

On the occasion, Governor Dr. 
Najma Heptulla has conveyed 
warm wishes to the people of the 
state. “The festival marks the transi-
tion from old to new with arrival of 
spring and rekindles hope for better 
tomorrow. It is also a time to take 
resolutions to collectively work to 
destroy the dark forces in the soci-
ety. May the New Year bring peace 
and prosperity to every household”, 
the governor said in her message.

Chief Minister N Biren Singh; 
legislators; and others also greeted 
the the people of Manipur. Praying 
for the festival to bring better un-
derstanding, love, peace, harmony 
and prosperity for all, the chief 
minister extended greetings and 
best wishes to all on the occasion 
of Cheiraoba.

guwahati, April 14 (iAnS): The people 
of Assam on Saturday started celebrat-
ing Rongali Bihu to mark the beginning 
of the Assamese New Year and the end of 
the harvesting season amidst traditional 
fervour and large-scale fanfare.

The first day of the week-long festival 
was celebrated as Goru Bihu (Cattle Bihu) 
across the state in which people took 
their cattle to a nearby fishery or pond 
to give them a ceremonial bath and beat 
them with ‘dighalati pat’ -- leaf of a plant 
having medicinal value -- to ward off the 
flies and insects from the animal’s body. 
They also recite some hymns praying for 
the good health of the animal.

The second day of the festival, which 
falls on the first day of the new Assamese 
Calendar month of Bohag, which is on 
Sunday, is known as Manuh Bihu (Hu-
man Bihu). People take bath and wear 
new clothes on this day and sing and 
dance to enjoy. 

Younger people visit elders in the 
family and seek their blessings. Elders 
give Bihuwan -- the traditional Assamese 
towel known as Gamocha -- and bless 
the younger ones for good health and 
prosperity.

Although the Bohag Bihu or Ron-
gali Bihu is a week-long festival, the cel-
ebration continues for the whole of the 
month and beyond with people organis-
ing different cultural programmes and 
functions in different parts of the state.

Conveying his greetings, Assam 
Governor Prof. Jagdish Mukhi said: “Let 
this Bihu which marks the advent of As-
samese New Year be a harbinger of a new 
dawn of warm and harmonious relation-
ship and peace, prosperity and progress 
in the state.”

The Governor expressed hope that 
the celebrations of Rongali Bihu reinforce 
love and goodwill among all sections of 
the people and strengthen the bond of 
unity and bonhomie among them.

“Let this Rongali Bihu and the Assa-
mese New Year be a reason for the people 
of Assam to take a pledge for a ‘Swachh 
Bharat’ and ‘Swachh Assam’,” he added.

Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal also extended his Bihu wishes 
to all sections of people. 

“Assam is a land where people repre-
senting all caste, creed, and community 
live in absolute harmony. Since time im-
memorial people of all sections have 
been living in the state upholding the 
tenets of peace, prosperity and mutual 
co-existence,” Sonowal said adding that 
Bihu is a festival which constitutes the 
lifeline of the people of Assam and the 
crux of the composite culture of Assam.

The celebration of Rogali Bihu and 
Assamese New Year besides reinforcing 
the age-old bond of unity and camara-
derie among the people of Assam usher 
in a new dawn of peace and prosperity, 
he added.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, April 14 (eMn): The Min-
istry of Petroleum and Natural 
Gas (MoPNG) will celebrate the 
Ujjwala Diwas, as a part of the 
“Gram Swaraj Abhiyan” on April 
20. This was informed by district 
nodal officer Karbi Anglong and 
West Karbi Anglong districts 
(Assam), Susibrat Sarma during 
a press conference held at Inghi 
Gas service, Rongbin Aklam on 
April 14 Saturday.

Sarma informed that one 
LPG Panchayat will be organised 
by each LPG distributor in his/
her area of responsibility. 

There are a total of 8 LPG 
distributors in the districts of 
Karbi Anglong and West Karbi 
Anglong and accordingly 8 LPG 
Panchayat are going to organised 
on the day.

A press statement was also 
distributed durign the press con-
ference stated that that the day 
is target to hold 15000 LPG Pan-
chayats on the Ujjwala Diwas be-
ing observed on April 20, where 
apart from experience sharing, 
aimed at safe and sustained us-
age of LPG, all out efforts will 
also be made to maximize the 
customer enrolment. 

Each Panchayat will be tar-
geting a participation of 500 
women with a goal of enrolling 
atleast 100 new LPG beneficiar-
ies. Safety literature- safety in-
struction and Insurance cards 
will also be distributed during 
the Panchayat session. 

The statement also stated 
that the LPG Panchayat is a com-
munity meeting that serves as a 
platform for LPG consumers to 
interact with each other, pro-
mote mutual learning, and share 
their experiences . Also, each 
LPG Panchayat aims in bringing 
together about 500 women from 
the neighboring area inroder to 
provide a platform for Ujjwala 
LPG users and to share informa-
tion on how to use LPG safely as 
well as to spread the message of 
its multiple benefits, like health, 
environment and empower-
ment of women.   

While Sharma also informed 
that, under the revised scheme 
of Pradhan Mantri Ujjawala 
Yojana (PMUY), it has been 
approved to increase coverage 
from existing 5 cr. to 8 cr. BPL 
households till the the financial 
year (FY) 2019-2020  where the 
selection of women benefici-

aries would be  from the BPL 
families identified from the 
SECC list or BPL family covered 
under either one of the cat-
egories like SC/ST household, 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana 
(Gramin), Antyodaya Anna Yo-
jana (AAY),Forest dwellers, most 
backward classes(MBC),Tea 
and Ex-Tea Garden Tribes and 
people residing in island and 
river Islands.     

Mention can also be made, 
Karbi Anglong being the larg-
est district of more than 10,000 
sq.km compared to others with 
average area 1500-5000 sq.kms 
population, the total population 
of Karbi  Anglong Autonomous 
Council  is 9.65 lakh with 1.96 
lakh (Active before PMUY-0.49 
lacs), households; 1.03 lakh BPL 
households and 0.94 lacs (above 
18 yrs of age) BPL households 
with women. 

PMUY was launched in karbi 
Anglong and West Karbi Anglong 
on October 18 2017 and till date 
a total of 15761 numbers of SVs 
were issued since its launching.

The press conference at-
tended by Enghi Gas Service, 
Manager Sarjon Inghi and Pro-
prietor Hemari Inghi. 

D i m a p u r,  A p r i l  1 4 
(eMn): In the present 
heightened security situ-
ation, the security forces 
under DAO division has 
been carrying out exten-
sive operations in south 
of Arunachal Pradesh to 
keep the area peaceful 

and out of clutches of 
insurgents. 

A press release issued 
by the Press Information 
Bureau (Defence Wing) 
on April 13 mentioned 
that the Security Forces 
undertook an operation 
at Laptang area of Ti-

rap District on April 13 
and apprehended a ‘self-
styled’ second Lieuten-
ant Khampai Wangsu of 
NSCN(IM).

The release stated 
that the apprehendee 
is a hardcore cadre and 
was said to have been ter-

rorizing people to extort 
money from the locals. 

The cadre was nabbed 
with pistol and ammuni-
tion, the release stated. 

During interrogation 
he revealed that he was 
trying to carry out extor-
tion from locals and busi-

nessmen of Laptang area. 
The cadre was recruit-

ed by the banned outfit 
on August 2012 and was 
wanted by the police for 
a number of cases includ-
ing murder and extor-
tion, the release further 
stated.
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SpiceJet to start Adampur 
flights from May 1

Reliance Jio signs 53.5 bn yen 
‘Samurai’ term loan agreement

India Mobile Congress 2018 to be 
held during October 25-27

Anti-Nanar refinery project 
locals drum up political support

‘Apple working on gold variant of iPhone X’

Equities extend gains 
on healthy macro-
data, global cues

Infosys pays record 870% 
dividend for 2017-18 New Delhi, April 14 

(IANS): Budget carrier 
SpiceJet on Saturday an-
nounced it would begin 
operations from Punjab’s 
Adampur from May 1.

“SpiceJet was award-
ed Adampur under the 
first round of UDAN (the 
Central government’s 
regional connectivity 
scheme),” the airline said 
in a statement. 

The airline has an-
nounced a limited period 
“special introductory all-
inclusive one-way fare” 
of Rs 2,062 for Delhi to 
Adampur and Rs 1,953 
for Adampur to Delhi 
with immediate effect, it 
said, adding that the offer 
is applicable on a first-
come-first-serve basis.

SpiceJet would deploy 
Bombardier Q400 aircraft 
on the route, with SG 
8731 to take off from Del-
hi at 3.30 p.m. and reach 
Adampur at 4.45 pm, it 
said. The return flight, SG 
8732, would take off from 
Adampur at 5.05 p.m. 
and reach Delhi at 6.15 
p.m.

The airline had 
launched services on 
the Mumbai-Porbandar, 
Mumbai-Kandla, Jaipur-
Jaisalmer and Hydera-
bad-Puducherry routes 
under the UDAN scheme 
last year. SpiceJet also 
recently announced 
the Hubli-Chennai and 
Hubli-Hyderabad UDAN 
routes which would be in 
operation from 14 May.

Mumbai, April 14 (IANS): Reliance Jio Infocomm Ltd 
(RJIL) on Friday signed a 53.5 billion Japanese yen 
“Samurai Term Loan” with 7 year bullet maturity.

According to the company, the facility is guar-
anteed by Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL) and “will be 
used for funding RJIL’s ongoing capital expenditure”.

“This deal represents the largest Samurai loan for 
an Asian corporate. The Facility has been fully under-
written by Mizuho Bank, Ltd., MUFG Bank, Ltd. and 
Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation Singapore 
Branch and will be shortly launched into syndica-
tion,” the company said in a statement.

San Francisco, April 14 
(IANS): Apple is reported-
ly working on a gold-col-
our variant of premium 
iPhone X as seen in recent 
photos published by the 
US Federal Communica-
tions Commission (FCC).

“This seems a little too 
good to be true but the 
FCC appears to have pub-
lished photos of a gold 
iPhone X. Dated from last 
September and released 
earlier in April, these 
photos show an iPhone 
X unmistakably in an 
unreleased gold finish,” 

9to5Mac reported late on 
Friday.

The prototype iPhone 
X has rich gold stainless 
steel frame and a lighter 
gold glass back that ap-
pears to match the gold 
colour in iPhone 8.

“The photo annota-
tions do include reference 
to an ‘LCD display’ which 
is a little strange as the 
iPhone X uses an OLED 
panel. Other than that, 
it resembles an iPhone X 
in every way,” the report 
added.

The documents filed 

with the FCC report-
edly suggest the photos 
were taken as much as 
several months ahead of 
the iPhone X unveiling in 
September, 2017. 

Given the timing of 
the document, it is likely 
that the iPhone-maker 
planned on releasing the 
iPhone X in three colors -- 
gold, silver and space gray 
-- however was ultimately 
forced to shelve the gold 
colour option ahead of 
release due to produc-
tion issues according to 
MacRumors.

Mumbai, April 14 (IANS): Days after 
Indian oil companies signed an agree-
ment with Saudi Aramco for setting up 
the world’s largest refinery complex at 
Nanar in Maharashtra’s Ratnagiri, lo-
cals on Saturday started drummed up 
support from different political parties 
in a bid to stop the project.

The Konkan Refinery Shetka-
ri-Machhimar Sangharsh Samiti 
(KRSMSS) and the Refinery Virodhi 
Sangharsh Samiti (RVSS) have met po-
litical leaders across the political spec-
trum to solicit support for the agitation 
against the project.

KRSMSS chief Bhai Samant and 
RVSS head Ashok Welam have called 

on Congress state President Ashok 
Chavan, Nationalist Congress Party 
President Sharad Pawar, Maharashtra 
Navnirman Sena President Raj Thack-
eray, besides meeting other leaders.

The anti-Nanar groups got a major 
boost two days ago when Shiv Sena 
President Uddhav Thackeray and Ma-
harashtra Swabhiman Party President 
Narayan Rane - both constituents of 
the ruling NDA - openly attacked the 
project.

They also accused Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis of “treachery” and 
“going back on his word” as the ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party kept mum on 
the issue.

New Delhi, April 14 
(IANS): After debuting 
successfully in 2017, In-
dia is going to host its 
second India Mobile 
Congress (IMC) between 
October 25-27 here, 
Communications Min-
ister Manoj Sinha said 
here on Friday.

“The India Mobile 
Congress 2018, hosted 
by the Department of 
Telecommunications 
and the Cellular Opera-
tors Association of In-
dia (COAI), is an excel-
lent platform for policy 
makers, industry and 
regulators to engage in 
meaningful delibera-
tions to drive the future 
direction of this impor-
tant sector,” Sinha said 
while addressing the 
curtain raiser ceremony 
of IMC.

“This year, we will 
also be honoured by the 
presence of our friends 
from ASEAN and BIM-
STEC which will lend a 
global connect to our ex-
changes.” 

The IMC expects that 
more than 200,000 pro-
fessionals from the tel-
ecom industry, encom-
passing the 5G, start-up 

ecosystem, Internet of 
Things (IoT), Big Data, 
Artificial Intelligence 
(AI), Smart Cities, and 
allied industry sectors 
will attend India Mobile 
Congress 2018, the min-
ister said.

The exhibition would 
feature more than 1,300 
exhibitors.

“We are at the cusp of 
a tectonic shift in human 
history with the advent 
of futuristic technologies 
such as 5G and IoT. India 
is gearing up to embrace 
this new digital future 
with our focus on 5G 
readiness and the facili-
tation of new technology 
adoption across sectors,” 
said Telecom Secretary 
Aruna Sundararajan.

“We firmly believe 
that the India Mobile 
Congress platform will 
be instrumental in driv-
ing this, by bringing to-
gether all stakeholders in 
the Telecommunications 
and IT ecosystem and 
providing the right fo-
rum for deliberations on 
the way forward in con-
nectivity solutions.” 

Sundararajan further 
said, the focus areas that 
would be addressed in 

the IMC 2018 include - 
“networks of the future, 
technologies shaping 
our lives, enhancing 
consumer experience 
and last but not the least, 
startups.”

“The initiative to 
launch thousand apps 
from the India Mobile 
Congress platform shall 
be one of the key high-
lights of the IMC,” she 
added.

“This year we also in-
tend to bring on board 
the state governments 
as…states are active 
partners with us already 
in Bharat Net.” 

COAI Director Gener-
al Rajan S.Mathews said: 
“With more than 1.2 bil-
lion subscribers, mobile 
now connects the whole 
of India. It is fuelling in-
novation, revolution-
ising industries and 
spurring exciting new 
opportunities, across 
both developed and de-
veloping markets.”

The first edition of 
IMC, held in September 
2017, was attended by 
around 2,000 delegates, 
32,000 visitors, 152 
speakers, 100 exhibitors 
and 100 start-ups.

Bengaluru, April 14 (IANS): Global 
software major Infosys Ltd on Fri-
day rewarded its investors with a 
record 870 per cent aggregate divi-
dend or Rs 43.50 per share of Rs 5 
face value for fiscal 2017-18.

In a regulatory filing on the 

BSE, the city-based IT firm said its 
board had agreed to pay out a total 
dividend of Rs 33.50 per share (670 
per cent), including Rs 20.50 (410 
per cent) final dividend and Rs 13 
(260 per cent) interim dividend 
and a special dividend of Rs 10 per 
share (200 per cent).

Dividend pay-out includes Div-
idend Distribution Tax (DDT).

The company’s investors or 
shareholders are promoters, in-
cluding their families, foreign and 
domestic institutional investors, 
employees with stock options and 
retail worldwide, as its scrip is list-

ed and traded on Indian, European 
and American bourses.

Total dividend paid in previous 
fiscal (2016-17) was Rs 25.75 (515 
per cent) per share, including Rs 
14.75 (295 per cent) final and Rs 11 
(220 per cent) interim.

As part of its capital allocation 
policy, the board has agreed to pay 
a whopping Rs 13,000 crore ($2 bil-
lion) to the shareholders through 
the special dividend amounting to 
Rs 2,600 crore ($400 million).

“The board has also identified 
Rs 10,400 crore ($1,600 million) to 
be paid out to investors for fiscal 
2018-19 in a manner it will decide 
during this year,” said the compa-
ny in a statement here.

The policy envisages returning 
up to 70 per cent of the company’s 
free cash flow of the corresponding 
fiscal year in a manner to be decid-

ed by its board from time to time.
“Free cash flow is defined as 

net cash provided by operating 
activities less capital expenditure 
as per the consolidated statement 
of cash flows prepared under the 
International Financial Reporting 
Standard (IFRS),” noted the state-
ment.

The board reviewed the policy 
at its Friday meeting keeping in 
view the company’s strategic and 
operational cash requirements in 
the medium term.

For the final dividend of Rs 
20.50 per share, the pay out to in-
vestors amounts to Rs 5,349 crore 
($821 million), including DDT.

The pay-out for total dividend 
of Rs 33.50 per share, including fi-
nal and interim of Rs 13 amounts 
to Rs 8,771 crore ($1,349 million), 
including DDT. 

“The aggregate dividend, in-
cluding special dividend of Rs 10 
per share works out to Rs 43.50 
per share resulting in an aggregate 
dividend pay-out of Rs 11,371 crore 
($1,749 million), including DDT,” 
added the statement.

The company’s blue-chip scrip 
gained Rs 6.75 to close at Rs 1,169 
per share at the end of Friday’s trad-
ing on the BSE as against Thurs-
day’s closing price of Rs 1,162.25 
and opening price of Rs 1,174.50.

The scrip also traded at a high 
of Rs 1,184 and a low of Rs 1,150.20 
during the intra-day sessions.

Panasonic unveils AI-based 
‘Arbo Hub’ in India

New Delhi, April 14 (IANS): Expanding its Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) and Machine Learning (ML) ca-
pabilities, Panasonic India on Friday unveiled the 
AI-powered “Arbo Hub” platform that gives users 
access to multiple apps and services.

The device maker also announced it will launch 
its upcoming Panasonic “P85 NXT” and “Eluga Ray 
710” devices with “Arbo Hub” built-in.

“Arbo Hub” adapts to the users’ specific needs 
and provides services on one single platform, de-
cluttering multiple apps on smartphones, the 
company said in a statement. 

The company has also partnered with online 
service providers such as Ola, AccuWeather, Mo-
biKwik and Gamezop to provide different plat-
forms to its smartphone users.

“We have struck all the right chords with ‘Arbo’, 
our virtual assistant, that was launched a year ago. 
Now, users do not have to download multiple apps 
and clutter their phones as ‘Arbo Hub’ will give all 
services on a single platform,” said Pankaj Rana, 
Business Head-Mobility Division, Panasonic India.

“Arbo Hub” will be rolled out for Eluga Ray 700 
smartphone via an over the air update.

Huawei P20 Pro pips flagship 
smartphones in camera quality

New Delhi, April 14 (IANS): Huawei’s newly-
launched P20 Pro has pipped other flagship smart-
phones by grabbing the top spot in both the imag-
ing and video formats in “DxOMark Rankings” -- a 
trusted industry standard for camera and lens im-
age quality measurements and ratings.

Achieving an overall score of 109 points, Hua-
wei P20 Pro set a new benchmark for smartphone 
cameras on DxOMark.com, the company said in a 
statement.

Earlier, with an overall “DxOMark” score of 99 
points, Samsung Galaxy S9 Plus took the number 
one spot, edging out Google Pixel 2 by just one 
point.

Owned by France-based “DxOMark Image 
Lab”, DxOMark is a website providing image-qual-
ity ratings for standalone cameras, lenses and mo-
bile devices that include cameras.

Backed by the world’s first triple camera, Hua-
wei P20 Pro sports 40MP RGB sensor, 20MP mono-
chrome sensor and 8MP telephoto sensor coupled 
with wide-aperture to capture crisp and clear im-
ages.

Vivo ‘Y71’ in India for Rs 10,990

New Delhi, April 14 (IANS): Expanding its “Y” series, 
Chinese handset maker Vivo on Friday launched 
“Y71” with 18:9 aspect ratio in India for Rs 10,990.

With a screen-to-body ratio of over 84 per cent, 
the smartphone will be available at retail stores 
starting April 14 and on Vivo E-store, Flipkart, Ama-
zon India and Paytm Mall from April 16.

“With the launch of ‘Y71’, we are releasing a 
smartphone which is large on display and perform-
ance and is coupled with enhanced camera capa-
bilities,” Kenny Zheng, CMO, Vivo India, said in a 
statement. The device comes with “Face Access” 
feature which scans the facial features to unlocks it. 

Y71 sports 13MP rear camera with phase de-
tection auto-focus (PDAF) and 5MP selfie camera 
comes with Artificial Intelligence (AI) “Face Beau-
ty” feature.  A Qualcomm Snapdragon 425 chipset 
powers the device coupled with 3GB RAM and 
16GB internal storage. The smartphone is fuelled by 
a 3,360mAh battery and runs Android 8.1 operating 
system (OS).

NEWS IN BRIEF

FELICITATION

With honour, we Kirha Panchayat Viswema Village 
salute and congratulate our leader Er. Krosü Rhetso, 
being promoted to Engineer-in-Chief, Nagaland PWD, 
Nagaland: Kohima.

The Kirha Panchayat Viswema pray Almighty God 
to bless him and also wish him success through out his 
endeavour and leadership.
 (Vizeho Kikhi) (Zakahe Kikhi)
 Chairman Secretary
 Kirha Panchayat Kirha Panchayat K-
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Mumbai, April 14 (IANS): 
Key Indian equity indices 
-- the BSE Sensex and NSE 
Nifty50 -- extended their 
gains for the third con-
secutive week as healthy 
macro-economic data, 
along with firm global 
cues on the back of fading 
trade war fears boosted 
investors’ sentiments.

On a weekly basis, the 
barometer 30-scrip Sen-
sitive Index (Sensex) of 
the BSE surged by 565.68 
points or 1.68 per cent to 
close at 34,192.65 points.

The wider Nifty50 of 
the National Stock Ex-
change (NSE) closed 
trade at 10,480.60 points 
-- up 149 points or 1.44 
per cent from its previous 
week’s close.

“Markets rallied fur-
ther this week after con-
solidating in the early part 
of the week. It was the 
third consecutive week of 
gains for the Nifty,” Deep-
ak Jasani, Head - Retail 
Research, HDFC Securi-
ties, told IANS.

“The top sectoral gain-
ers were IT, metal, Bank 
Nifty and energy indices. 

The top losers were PSU 
Banks, realty and pharma 
indices,” he added.

Prateek Jain, Direc-
tor, Hem Securities, said: 
“Markets settled on a firm 
note last week as investors 
appeared confident in 
view of firm global cues. 
Stock markets across the 
globe rose after a speech 
by Chinese President Xi 
Jinping calmed investor 
jitters over an escalating 
US-China trade row.”

“Escalating tensions 
over Syria were seen as 
a major contributor to 
weakness during the 
middle of the week. The 
Sensex and the Nifty ad-
vanced in all five trading 
sessions of the week,” Jain 
told IANS.

On the domestic front, 
healthy Consumer Price 
Index (CPI) and Index 
of Industrial Production 
(IIP) data added to the 
northward trajectory of 
the benchmark indices.

“The domestic market 
continued to trade higher 
and the Nifty managed to 
cross 10,500 levels in the 
week gone by amid global 

clues and healthy macro 
data,” D.K. Aggarwal, 
Chairman and Managing 
Director of SMC Invest-
ments and Advisors, told 
IANS.

Official data released 
post market hours on 
Thursday showed that In-
dia’s March retail inflation 
eased to 4.28 per cent, 
while factory production 

growth slowed only mar-
ginally in February to 7.1 
per cent.

“The fears of a trade 
war seem to have com-
pletely abated as of now,” 
Aggarwal said.

According to Aggar-
wal, the sentiments were 
further supported after 
securities market regula-
tor Sebi decided to raise 
the investment limit for 
foreign portfolio inves-
tors (FPIs) in central gov-
ernment securities and 
corporate bonds in two 
tranches.

“Limit for FPIs in cen-
tral government securi-
ties shall be enhanced to 
Rs 207,300 crore on April 
12 and to Rs 223,300 crore 
on October 1, respectively 
and this is sure to boost 
inflows of foreign funds 
into Indian capital mar-
kets,” he added.

On the investment 
front, provisional figures 
from the stock exchanges 
showed that foreign in-
stitutional investors sold 
scrips worth Rs 1,654.31 
crore, while the domes-
tic institutional investors 
purchased stocks worth 
Rs 815.06 crore during the 
week.

Figures from the Na-
tional Securities Deposi-
tory (NSDL) revealed that 
FPIs divested equities 
worth Rs 1,178.98 crore, 
or $182.25 million, during 

April 9-13.
The top weekly Sensex 

gainers were: Axis Bank 
(up 8.23 per cent at Rs 
541.90); Tata Consultancy 
Services (up 6.82 per cent 
at Rs 3,151); Coal India (up 
3.59 per cent at Rs 285.35); 
Infosys (up 3.52 per cent 
at Rs 1,169); and Larsen 
and Toubro (up 3.37 per 
cent at Rs 1,355.30).

The losers were: State 
Bank of India (down 3.31 
per cent at Rs 251.20); 
Tata Motors (down 1.98 
per cent at Rs 356.65); 
Bharti Airtel (down 1.97 
per cent at Rs 377.80); 
Dr. Reddy’s Lab (down 
1.75 per cent at Rs 2,087); 
and Tata Motors (DVR) 
(down 1.74 per cent at Rs 
202.80).
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PATH
When I was thirteen, my school required students to take four exploratory courses, including home 

economics, art, choir, and woodworking. On my first day in choir, the instructor called each stu-
dent to the piano individually to hear their voices and place them in the room according to their 

vocal range. During my turn at the piano, I sang the notes she played multiple times, but wasn’t directed to 
a section in the room. Instead, after repeated tries, she sent me to the counseling office to find a different 
class to take. From that moment on, I felt I shouldn’t sing at all, that my voice shouldn’t be heard in song.

I carried that thought with me for more than a decade until I read Psalm 98 as a young adult. The writer 
opens with an invitation to “sing to the Lord” (Psalm 98:1). The reason offered has nothing to do with the 
quality of our voices; He delights in all His children’s songs of thanksgiving and praise. Instead, we are 
invited to sing because God “has done marvelous things” (v. 1).

The psalmist points out two wonderful reasons to joyfully praise God in song and in attitude: His saving 
work in our lives and His ongoing faithfulness toward us. In God’s choir, we each have a place to sing of the 
marvelous things He has done.
Lord, You have done great things in my life. Even if my voice isn’t one that would be heard on stage, I 

want to join the choir in thanking You for the amazing things You’ve done.

Reason to Sing
BIBLE READ:  PSALM 98  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done 
marvelous things. 

~  Psalm 98:1
God loves to hear the voices of His children.

Ten Prayers to Pray Before Church

Make in India Will Not Work—Unless There is a Strategic Plan Omega-3 Not as Beneficial for Dry 
Eye Disease as Believed — Study

G
oing to church is not like a trip 
to the grocery store, visiting 
a friend, or a Christian task 
to complete. It is a declara-
tion that worshiping the risen 

Christ is more important to you than sleep-
ing in, eating brunch, playing sports, or 
working around the house. It is celebrating 
the uniting of our broken world under the 
headship of Christ (Ephesians 1:10) and a 
proclamation to the spiritual realm of God’s 
manifold wisdom (3:10).

As such, we should not enter church 
like any other place, but should prepare 
our hearts in prayer.

Let these 10 prayers set your mind on 
God’s purposes for church and prepare 
your heart to worship the King:

Going to church is not like a trip to 
the grocery store, visiting a friend, or a 
Christian task to complete. It is a decla-
ration that worshiping the risen Christ is 
more important to you than sleeping in, 
eating brunch, playing sports, or work-
ing around the house. It is celebrating the 
uniting of our broken world under the 
headship of Christ (Ephesians 1:10) and 
a proclamation to the spiritual realm of 
God’s manifold wisdom (3:10).

As such, we should not enter church 
like any other place, but should prepare 
our hearts in prayer.
Let these 10 prayers set your mind on 
God’s purposes for church and prepare 
your heart to worship the King:

1. Lord, help me worship you with an 
undistracted heart.

Heavenly Father, this morning—and all of 
history—is about you. Please help me wor-
ship you with an undistracted heart. You 
know how my mind wanders to my upcom-
ing week, present worries, and thoughts of 
others and other things. Help me put those 
thoughts away and focus on you and your 
glory. Would your Spirit cause my heart, 
soul, mind, and strength to exalt your Holy 
Name in my singing, listening to Your Word, 
and interacting with your people.
2. Lord, reveal to me the wonders of your 

Word.
Father, you spoke the world into exist-
ence (Genesis 1). You speak new life into 
your children to give us the light of the 

knowledge of your glory in Christ (2 Cor-
inthians 4:6). Give us the grace to receive 
your Word and rejoice in it (Psalm 119:18). 
Convict us of our sins and Christ’s suffi-
ciency so that sinners would be converted 
(John 16:7–11), the weak strengthened, 
and Christ’s body built up.

3. Lord, deepen my faith and joy in the 
glories of your gospel.

Father, you know the multitude of sins I 
have committed in my life and even this 
past week. Help me hate my sin more 
and grow in grace as I contemplate what 
Christ has done to forgive me and free me 
from sin’s death grip. Open the eyes of my 
heart to see the glorious hope we have in 
Christ, your love for all of the saints, and 
your power at work in us who believe 
(Ephesians 1:18-21). Cause my heart to 
burn within me as we celebrate the gos-
pel in song, learn and apply the gospel 
through the preached Word, and see the 
gospel in baptism and communion.
4. Lord, cause me to treasure your bride 

as you do.
Father, your Son’s bride often gets a bad 

rap, and assembling together can seem 
like a drag. But physical appearances not 
only betray spiritual reality, they fail to 
grasp the centrality of the church in your 
eternal purposes for this world. From 
men and women who were your enemies, 
you are assembling a community of born-
again worshipers from every tribe, tongue, 
and nation to proclaim your matchless 
wisdom to the world and spiritual realm 
(Ephesians 3:1–10). All of history will cul-
minate in your Son’s wedding to his beau-
tiful bride (Revelation 21:1–2). Oh, Lord, 
help me treasure your bride as you do and 
pour myself out to build her up.

5. Lord, lead me in building others up 
with the gifts and opportunities you 

have given me.
Father, forgive me for long having a “me 
first” consumer mentality at church. Help 
me put others first and seek to use the 
spiritual gifts you have graciously entrust-
ed to me to build up others (Ephesians 
4:16; 1 Corinthians 14:12). Guide me in 
my interactions so others are blessed and 
you are glorified. Show me who to talk to, 

where to sit, and how to encourage others 
with Scripture. Help me be a channel of 
encouragement as we see the Day draw-
ing near (Hebrews 10:24–25).

6. Lord, may our love greatly adorn the 
gospel.

Father, your Son said that the love we have 
for our brothers and sisters will proclaim to 
the world that we are your disciples (John 
13:34–35). Deepen our love for one anoth-
er and make us eager to maintain the unity 
of the Spirit (Ephesians 4:1-3). Help us care 
for all, not showing favoritism.

May love compel us to strengthen the 
weak, bind up the injured, and serve pa-
tiently as we remember our service to oth-
ers is service to you (Matthew 25:31–46). 
Help us model your unfathomable love 
for us in our honoring of one another, and 
so prove to the watching world Christ has 
risen and reigns.

7. Lord, protect us from evil men and 
evil ideas.

Lord, since the beginning, the enemy of 
our souls seeks to destroy your glorious 
purposes for the world and your peo-

ple. We pray for your protection against 
all powers and principalities seeking to 
sow division, anger, envy, greed, and lust 
among your people. Keep evil men with 
destructive intent and unsound doctrines 
far from us. Expose our culture’s ugly lies 
and the lies we want to believe by setting 
our hearts on truth that leads to love, a 
good conscience, and sincere faith (1 
Timothy 1:5).

8. Lord, guide our leadership in faith-
fully shepherding the flock.

Thank You, Lord, for the gift of pastors 
and leaders. Strengthen our leaders’ faith 
and joy in the gospel and help them faith-
fully and unashamedly fulfill their minis-
try of shepherding the church and equip-
ping the saints for ministry (Ephesians 
4:11–13; 1 Peter 5:1–4). Give them great 
wisdom and direction in every aspect of 
ministry, and may their example show the 
church and the world who you are (Titus 
2:7). Bless the wives and families of lead-
ers with great gospel joy in the ministry. 
Help us honor them as your undershep-
herds who sacrifice much for our sake 
(Hebrews 13:17).

9. Lord, equip us for our mission on 
earth.

We are not saved by our good works, but 
for good works (Ephesians 2:8-10). Focus 
our hearts on the mission you have for us 
to share the gospel and make disciples 
of Christ (Matthew 28:18–20). Remind 
us how our marriages, family lives, work, 
and hobbies can be avenues to adorn the 
gospel through our proclamation and 
Christ-exalting lifestyles. Use our time 
as your gathered body to build us up and 
send us out for ministering your gospel, 
in the power of your Spirit, to our broken 
world.

10. Lord, deepen my longing for  
Christ's return.

So often I pursue comfort and earthly 
joy in this sin-bent world when my heart 
should long for the return of Christ, our 
“blessed hope” (Titus 2:13). Help my time 
among your people draw me into your 
holy presence and show me the glories of 
a sin-and suffering-free eternity where we 
will worship you face-to-face (Revelation 
21:1–4). Oh, Lord, I long for your presence 
and perfect restoration! Come quickly, 
Lord Jesus!

P
rime Minister Narendra Modi set out an 
ambitious agenda when he announced his 
administration's Make in India programme 
in September 2014. The centerpiece of that 

programme is the National Manufacturing Policy, the 
purpose of which is to make India a global manufac-
turing hub. Its intent is to increase manufacturing's 
share of the country's GDP from 16 per cent to 25 per 
cent by 2022 and to create 100 million additional jobs 
by that year.

The policy sets out 11 areas of concentration, in-
cluding focus sectors, easing of regulatory environ-
ments and acquisition of technology and develop-
ment. It identifies 25 specific focus sectors, including 
automobiles, defence equipment and medical tech-
nology.

As Prime Minister Modi report-
ed during the "Make in India 
week" in February 2016, 
progress had been made on 
the manufacturing agenda. 
Growth in manufacturing's 
share of the GDP and em-
ployment since the intro-
duction of the programme, 
however, has been quite slug-
gish.

That is why, in 2017, Parliament's 
Standing Committee on Commerce is-
sued a report questioning the impact 
and implementation of the Make in India 
initiative. The government's Department of 
Industrial Policy and Promotion responded 
by citing a number of measures that had been taken. 
According to The Hindu newspaper, the committee 
stated that many of the measures were more than two 
years old and urged "the department to take effective 
steps to implement initiatives such as Make in India 
in a 'more robust manner'..."

More recently, in mid-March, during a visit to 
India, American economist and Nobel Prize winner 
Paul Krugman called attention to the need for India 
to hit manufacturing with a much bigger stick. Af-
ter lauding India for its significant economic growth 
and becoming a better place to do business, Krug-
man observed: "India's lack in the manufacturing 
sector could work against it, as it doesn't have the 
jobs essential to sustain the projected growth in de-

mography. You have to find jobs for people."
As a knowledgeable Indian-American busi-

ness person who participated in the India-U.S. CEO 
Roundtable convened during President Barack 
Obama's Republic Day visit in 2015, I concur com-
pletely with the need to intensify India's manufactur-
ing efforts. The right way to do that, in my opinion, 
is to create a manufacturing strategic plan for the na-
tion and its states.

The Make in India's National Manufacturing 
Policy outlines a broad range of initiatives cover-
ing a number of diffuse and diverse areas. A policy is 
not a plan. It is a prescription that must be targeted 
to achieve the desired end goals -- in this instance, 
manufacturing being 25 per cent of the GDP and 
100 million new jobs by 2022.

A well-constructed strategic plan 

provides the means for that targeting. It translates 
policy into action with a laser-beam focus. It delivers 
the keys to the kingdom. It identifies:

* Key Result Areas: The few areas (3-7) in which 
strategic action programmes must be developed and 
implemented effectively and efficiently.

* Key Drivers: The critical factors or sources of 
competitive advantage that can be leveraged for suc-
cess.

* Key Partners: The top three allies who can con-
tribute the most to achieving the plan's goals.

The Make in India Manufacturing Strategic Plan 
should be crafted by an independent commission 
comprised of a representative cross-section of busi-

ness, academic, government and other leaders with 
appropriate experience and expertise. The commis-
sion can draw upon the National Manufacturing Pol-
icy and multiple other studies and position papers as 
inputs for the plan.

My quick review of a variety of source material 
suggests the following as potential items for inclusion 
in that plan that might have great effect for simultane-
ously driving GDP growth and job creation:

* Key Result Area: Infrastructure Development. 
India's infrastructure problems appear consistent-
ly as the most important factor that is retarding its 
growth potential.

* Key Driver: Automobile Manufacturing. 
The National Manufacturing Poli-

cy cites automobiles as an area 
in which India already has a 
competitive advantage that 
can be built upon.

* Key Partner: The 
United States. These 
"indispensable part-
ners" have just begun 

to scratch the surface 
of trade arrangements and 

exchanges that can be mu-
tually beneficial.

The Make in India pro-
gramme is at a pivot point. The 

McKinsey Global Institute in an August 
2016 report titled "India's Ascent: Five 

Opportunities for Growth and Trans-
formation", observed: "India's ap-
peal to potential investors will be 
more than just its low-cost labour: 

manufacturers there are building 
competitive businesses to tap into the large and 
growing local market. Further reforms and public 
infrastructure investments could make it easier for 
all types of manufacturing."

India continues its ascent, but not as quickly as in-
tended. A Make in India Manufacturing Strategic Plan 
will kick on the after-burners and accelerate that as-
cent. Putting the right plan in place and implement-
ing it properly should make the sky the limit for the 
Indian economy and the Indian people.

(Frank F. Islam is an entrepreneur, civic and 
thought leader, based in Washington DC. The views 
expressed here are personal. He can be contacted at 

ffislam@verizon.net )

O
mega-3 fatty acid 
found in fish-
derived supple-
ments and com-

monly used to treat dry eye 
disease is no more effective 
than placebo at alleviating 
the condition, a new clinical 
trial shows.

Dry eye disease is an of-
ten chronic condition that 
causes burning, itching, or 
stinging sensations in the 
eye, as well as impairs vision. 

The study results refute 
the long-held belief that EPA 
and DHA -- types of Ome-
ga-3 -- reduce dry eye symp-
toms. 

Even the highest dose of 
Omega-3 supplements ever 
tested, did not show signifi-
cant difference than placebo 
in outcomes for partici-
pants, the researchers said. 

"Our findings provide 
evidence that, contrary to 
a long-held belief in the 
ophthalmic community, 
Omega-3 supplements are 
not significantly better 
than a placebo at reducing 
dry eye symptoms," said 
Maureen Maguire, Pro-
fessor at the University of 
Pennsylvania, US. 

"The results are signifi-
cant and may change the 
way a lot of ophthalmolo-
gists and optometrists treat 
their patients," added Vati-
nee Y. Bunya, Assistant Pro-
fessor at the varsity.

For the clinical trial, pub-
lished in the New England 
Journal of Medicine, the 
team enrolled a total of 535 
participants with at least a 
six-month history of moder-
ate to severe dry eye. 

A total of 349 partici-
pants received daily doses of 
fish-derived Omega-3 fatty 
acids and 186 participants 
received a daily dose of olive 
oil. 

Each Omega-3 dose con-
tained 2,000 milligrams of 
EPA and 1,000 milligrams 
of DHA. Each placebo 
dose contained 5 grams, or 
roughly one teaspoon, of ol-
ive oil. 

After 12 months, the re-
searchers found that partici-
pant's symptoms had im-
proved substantially in both 
groups, but there was no sig-
nificant difference in the de-
gree of symptom improve-
ment between the groups. 

Source: IANS



First you don’t 
hear other views. 
Then you can’t 
trust them. 
Your personal 
information 
network entraps 
you just like a cult
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You might find 
yourself unexpectedly busy today, Aries. It 
could be that you’d planned to spend the day 
tidying up and reorganizing your home. A 

change of plans could mean you spend most of the day 
at the office handling one crisis after another. Perhaps 
a friend calls in need of your help. You could find it dif-
ficult to switch gears, but by the end of the day you’ll be 
happy that you could help.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): It’s hard to 
imagine a world without computers, Taurus. 
Technology has been key to your profes-
sional life, and it’s likely to be even more im-

portant in the future. Expect your income to increase 
dramatically this year as a result of a technological 
innovation. You could play a part in developing it, or 
more likely, find a creative use for it. Eat well and rest 
up, because you’ll need a lot of energy soon.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You might want 
to straighten up the house this morning, 
Gemini. Some unexpected visitors could 
drop by. With no warning, you could be serv-

ing lunch or dinner to a group of ten! Don’t panic. Take-
out was created for just such an occasion. Pull out the 
linens from the back of the closet, make a few calls to 
your favorite bakery or restaurant, and voilà! The meal 
is served.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Friends or work 
colleagues could introduce you to a field of 
study that captures your interest, Cancer. 
You’re ready for something new in your life, 

and the lecture series that has been suggested to you 
could turn out to provide just the stimulation that you 
need. Your creative juices are flowing and you’ll want to 
make good use of them. Writing, painting, and photog-
raphy are all good choices for today.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Travel is in store to-
day, Leo. It could be a spur-of-the-moment 
trip with a friend. More likely, it will be a se-
ries of short trips closer to home. You could 

visit friends or take advantage of sales and do some 
shopping. Your active mind will pick up on all sorts 
of ideas for improving your home. Once the errands 
are done, go home and look at your space with a fresh 
eye. There is a lot you can do to improve it.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You’re likely to re-
ceive news today that brightens your future 
outlook, Virgo. It could be that your boss calls 
you at home and hints at a pending promo-

tion, or your partner could receive a raise or unusually 
large bonus. Whatever the news, know that your finan-
cial picture will begin to look dramatically better than 
it has been. Start making plans for how you’ll improve 
your lifestyle. A vacation may just be in order.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You can expect your 
life to change in a fairly dramatic way today, Li-
bra. The change could be subtle at first, but with 
time and distance you’re likely to look back on 

this day as pivotal. You could receive an intriguing piece 
of news that sets your head spinning with ideas. Perhaps 
you’ve been thinking of starting your own business, and to-
day you have an idea. Maybe you meet someone who helps 
your career. Keep your mind open to the possibilities.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Today could 
have you itching for a change, Scorpio. The dif-
ficulty is figuring out what you really want to 
do with your life. A good first step would be to 

talk to people. Find out what they do and don’t like about 
their careers. Use the library and the Internet. Take a pro-
file test, such as Myers-Briggs, to see what types of careers 
mesh with your personality. Once you’ve done this, you’re 
bound to have a clearer vision of where you want to go.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You’re go-
ing to be busy but happy today, Sagittarius. 
It’s likely that a project you’ve been working 
on for a long time suddenly yields positive 

results. You can’t help but be delighted, as this achieve-
ment comes at a time when you’ve been questioning 
your abilities. Question no more. It’s clear that you’re 
right for this particular job. Social activities are also 
highlighted, so treat your team to lunch to celebrate.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You could 
be invited on a last-minute adventure today, 
Capricorn. By all means, seize the chance! 
You’re certainly ready for a change, and this 

opportunity could turn out to be just what you’ve been 
hoping for. Adventure calls, and whether it’s a journey 
or a lecture, you’ll find it enlarges your world in just the 
way you’d hoped. Today promises to be stimulating as 
well as fun. Enjoy it!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): If you’ve been 
thinking about making a career change, 
Aquarius, today is a good day to do some 
research on professions that interest you. It 

may be that you’re ready to take the leap and start a 
business of your own. Ideally, you’d have an able part-
ner to help with the planning and execution. Get out 
your address book and college directory. It’s likely that 
you already know the perfect person for the job.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Technology is 
going to play a big role in your life today and 
in the immediate future, Pisces. It could be 
that your office is upgrading its systems and 

you’re in charge of getting everyone up to speed on the 
new equipment. Or it’s possible that you’ll decide to 
take a class to increase your technical knowledge. One 
thing is clear - you’re likely to achieve extraordinary 
success through the use of technology.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

S
omething has gone wrong 
with the flow of informa-
tion. It’s not just that dif-
ferent people are drawing 

subtly different conclusions from 
the same evidence. It seems like 
different intellectual communities 
no longer share basic foundational 
beliefs. Maybe nobody cares about 
the truth anymore, as some have 
started to worry. Maybe political al-
legiance has replaced basic reason-
ing skills. Maybe we’ve all become 
trapped in echo chambers of our 
own making – wrapping ourselves 
in an intellectually impenetrable 
layer of likeminded friends and web 
pages and social media feeds.

But there are two very different 
phenomena at play here, each of 
which subvert the flow of informa-
tion in very distinct ways. Let’s call 
them echo chambers and epistemic 
bubbles. Both are social structures 
that systematically exclude sources 
of information. Both exaggerate 
their members’ confidence in their 
beliefs. But they work in entirely dif-
ferent ways, and they require very 
different modes of intervention. An 
epistemic bubble is when you don’t 
hear people from the other side. 
An echo chamber is what happens 
when you don’t trust people from 
the other side.

Current usage has blurred this 
crucial distinction, so let me in-
troduce a somewhat artificial tax-
onomy. An ‘epistemic bubble’ is an 
informational network from which 
relevant voices have been excluded 
by omission. That omission might 
be purposeful: we might be selec-
tively avoiding contact with contra-
ry views because, say, they make us 
uncomfortable. As social scientists 
tell us, we like to engage in selective 
exposure, seeking out information 
that confirms our own worldview. 
But that omission can also be en-
tirely inadvertent. Even if we’re not 
actively trying to avoid disagree-
ment, our Facebook friends tend to 
share our views and interests. When 
we take networks built for social 
reasons and start using them as our 
information feeds, we tend to miss 
out on contrary views and run into 
exaggerated degrees of agreement.

An ‘echo chamber’ is a social 
structure from which other relevant 
voices have been actively discred-
ited. Where an epistemic bubble 
merely omits contrary views, an 
echo chamber brings its members 
to actively distrust outsiders. In 
their book Echo Chamber: Rush 
Limbaugh and the Conservative 
Media Establishment (2010), Kath-
leen Hall Jamieson and Frank Cap-
pella offer a groundbreaking analy-
sis of the phenomenon. For them, 
an echo chamber is something like 
a cult. A cult isolates its members by 
actively alienating them from any 
outside sources. Those outside are 
actively labelled as malignant and 
untrustworthy. A cult member’s 
trust is narrowed, aimed with laser-

like focus on certain insider voices.
In epistemic bubbles, other 

voices are not heard; in echo cham-
bers, other voices are actively un-
dermined. The way to break an 
echo chamber is not to wave “the 
facts” in the faces of its members. It 
is to attack the echo chamber at its 
root and repair that broken trust. 

Let’s start with epistemic bub-
bles. They have been in the lime-
light lately, most famously in Eli 
Pariser’s The Filter Bubble (2011) 
and Cass Sunstein’s #Republic: Di-
vided Democracy in the Age of So-
cial Media (2017). The general gist: 
we get much of our news from Fa-
cebook feeds and similar sorts of 
social media. Our Facebook feed 
consists mostly of our friends and 
colleagues, the majority of whom 
share our own political and cul-
tural views. We visit our favourite 
like-minded blogs and websites. At 
the same time, various algorithms 
behind the scenes, such as those 
inside Google search, invisibly per-
sonalise our searches, making it 
more likely that we’ll see only what 
we want to see. These processes all 
impose filters on information.

Such filters aren’t necessar-
ily bad. The world is overstuffed 
with information, and one can’t 
sort through it all by oneself: filters 
need to be outsourced. That’s why 
we all depend on extended social 
networks to deliver us knowledge. 
But any such informational net-
work needs the right sort of broad-
ness and variety to work. A social 
network composed entirely of in-
credibly smart, obsessive opera 
fans would deliver all the informa-
tion I could want about the opera 
scene, but it would fail to clue me 
in to the fact that, say, my country 
had been infested by a rising tide of 
neo-Nazis. Each individual person 
in my network might be superbly 
reliable about her particular infor-
mational patch but, as an aggregate 
structure, my network lacks what 
Sanford Goldberg in his book Rely-
ing on Others (2010) calls ‘coverage-
reliability’. It doesn’t deliver to me a 
sufficiently broad and representa-
tive coverage of all the relevant in-
formation.

Epistemic bubbles also threaten 
us with a second danger: excessive 
self-confidence. In a bubble, we will 
encounter exaggerated amounts of 
agreement and suppressed levels of 
disagreement. We’re vulnerable be-
cause, in general, we actually have 
very good reason to pay attention to 
whether other people agree or disa-
gree with us. Looking to others for 
corroboration is a basic method for 
checking whether one has reasoned 
well or badly. This is why we might 
do our homework in study groups, 
and have different laboratories re-
peat experiments. But not all forms 
of corroboration are meaningful. 
Ludwig Wittgenstein says: imagine 
looking through a stack of identi-
cal newspapers and treating each 
next newspaper headline as yet an-
other reason to increase your con-
fidence. This is obviously a mistake. 
The fact that The New York Times 
reports something is a reason to be-
lieve it, but any extra copies of The 
New York Times that you encounter 
shouldn’t add any extra evidence.

But outright copies aren’t the 
only problem here. Suppose that 
I believe that the Paleo diet is the 
greatest diet of all time. I assem-
ble a Facebook group called ‘Great 
Health Facts!’ and fill it only with 
people who already believe that 
Paleo is the best diet. The fact that 
everybody in that group agrees 
with me about Paleo shouldn’t in-
crease my confidence level one 
bit. They’re not mere copies – they 

actually might have reached their 
conclusions independently – but 
their agreement can be entirely ex-
plained by my method of selection. 
The group’s unanimity is simply an 
echo of my selection criterion. It’s 
easy to forget how carefully pre-
screened the members are, how 
epistemically groomed social me-
dia circles might be.

Luckily, though, epistemic bub-
bles are easily shattered. We can 
pop an epistemic bubble simply by 
exposing its members to the infor-
mation and arguments that they’ve 
missed. But echo chambers are a far 
more pernicious and robust phe-
nomenon.

Jamieson and Cappella’s book 
is the first empirical study into 
how echo chambers function. In 
their analysis, echo chambers work 
by systematically alienating their 
members from all outside epis-
temic sources. Their research cen-
tres on Rush Limbaugh, a wildly 
successful conservative firebrand 
in the United States, along with Fox 
News and related media. Limbaugh 
uses methods to actively transfigure 
whom his listeners trust. His con-
stant attacks on the ‘mainstream 
media’ are attempts to discredit all 
other sources of knowledge. He sys-
tematically undermines the integ-
rity of anybody who expresses any 
kind of contrary view. And outsiders 
are not simply mistaken – they are 
malicious, manipulative and active-
ly working to destroy Limbaugh and 
his followers. The resulting world-
view is one of deeply opposed force, 
an all-or-nothing war between 
good and evil. Anybody who isn’t a 
fellow Limbaugh follower is clearly 
opposed to the side of right, and 
therefore utterly untrustworthy.

They read – but do not accept 
– mainstream and liberal news 
sources. They hear, but dismiss, 

outside voices
The result is a rather striking 

parallel to the techniques of emo-
tional isolation typically practised 
in cult indoctrination. According 
to mental-health specialists in cult 
recovery, including Margaret Sing-
er, Michael Langone and Robert 
Lifton, cult indoctrination involves 
new cult members being brought to 
distrust all non-cult members. This 
provides a social buffer against any 
attempts to extract the indoctrinat-
ed person from the cult.

The echo chamber doesn’t need 
any bad connectivity to function. 
Limbaugh’s followers have full ac-
cess to outside sources of informa-
tion. According to Jamieson and 
Cappella’s data, Limbaugh’s follow-
ers regularly read – but do not ac-
cept – mainstream and liberal news 
sources. They are isolated, not by 
selective exposure, but by changes 
in who they accept as authorities, 
experts and trusted sources. They 
hear, but dismiss, outside voices. 
Their worldview can survive ex-
posure to those outside voices be-
cause their belief system has pre-
pared them for such intellectual 
onslaught.

In fact, exposure to contrary 
views could actually reinforce their 
views. Limbaugh might offer his 
followers a conspiracy theory: any-
body who criticises him is doing 
it at the behest of a secret cabal of 
evil elites, which has already seized 
control of the mainstream media. 
His followers are now protected 
against simple exposure to con-
trary evidence. In fact, the more 
they find that the mainstream 
media calls out Limbaugh for in-
accuracy, the more Limbaugh’s 
predictions will be confirmed. Per-
versely, exposure to outsiders with 

Escape the Echo Chamber

contrary views can thus increase 
echo-chamber members’ confi-
dence in their insider sources, and 
hence their attachment to their 
worldview. The philosopher Endre 
Begby calls this effect ‘evidential 
pre-emption’. What’s happening is 
a kind of intellectual judo, in which 
the power and enthusiasm of con-
trary voices are turned against 
those contrary voices through a 
carefully rigged internal structure 
of belief.

One might be tempted to think 
that the solution is just more intel-
lectual autonomy. Echo chambers 
arise because we trust others too 
much, so the solution is to start 
thinking for ourselves. But that 
kind of radical intellectual auton-
omy is a pipe dream. If the philo-
sophical study of knowledge has 
taught us anything in the past half-
century, it is that we are irredeema-
bly dependent on each other in al-
most every domain of knowledge. 
Think about how we trust others in 
every aspect of our daily lives. Driv-
ing a car depends on trusting the 
work of engineers and mechanics; 
taking medicine depends on trust-
ing the decisions of doctors, chem-
ists and biologists. Even the experts 
depend on vast networks of other 
experts. A climate scientist analys-
ing core samples depends on the 
lab technician who runs the air-
extraction machine, the engineers 
who made all those machines, the 
statisticians who developed the 
underlying methodology, and on 
and on.

As Elijah Millgram argues in 
The Great Endarkenment (2015), 
modern knowledge depends on 
trusting long chains of experts. 
And no single person is in the po-
sition to check up on the reliabil-
ity of every member of that chain. 
Ask yourself: could you tell a good 
statistician from an incompetent 
one? A good biologist from a bad 
one? A good nuclear engineer, or 
radiologist, or macro-economist, 
from a bad one? Any particular 
reader might, of course, be able 
to answer positively to one or two 
such questions, but nobody can 
really assess such a long chain for 
herself. Instead, we depend on a 
vastly complicated social structure 
of trust. We must trust each other, 
but, as the philosopher Annette 
Baier says, that trust makes us vul-
nerable. Echo chambers operate 
as a kind of social parasite on that 
vulnerability, taking advantage of 
our epistemic condition and social 
dependency.

Most of the examples I’ve given 
so far, following Jamieson and Cap-
pella, focus on the conservative me-
dia echo chamber. But nothing says 
that this is the only echo chamber 
out there; I am quite confident that 
there are plenty of echo chambers 

on the political Left. More impor-
tantly, nothing about echo cham-
bers restricts them to the arena of 
politics. The world of anti-vacci-
nation is clearly an echo chamber, 
and it is one that crosses political 
lines. I’ve also encountered echo 
chambers on topics as broad as diet 
(Paleo!), exercise technique (Cross-
Fit!), breastfeeding, some academic 
intellectual traditions, and many, 
many more. Here’s a basic check: 
does a community’s belief system 
actively undermine the trustworthi-
ness of any outsiders who don’t sub-
scribe to its central dogmas? Then 
it’s probably an echo chamber.

Unfortunately, much of the re-
cent analysis has lumped epistemic 
bubbles together with echo cham-
bers into a single, unified phenom-
enon. But it is absolutely crucial 
to distinguish between the two. 
Epistemic bubbles are rather ram-
shackle; they go up easily, and they 
collapse easily, too. Echo chambers 
are far more pernicious and far 
more robust. They can start to seem 
almost like living things. Their belief 
systems provide structural integ-
rity, resilience and active responses 
to outside attacks. Surely a com-
munity can be both at once, but 
the two phenomena can also exist 
independently. And of the events 
we’re most worried about, it’s the 
echo-chamber effects that are really 
causing most of the trouble.

Jamieson and Cappella’s analy-
sis is mostly forgotten these days, 
the term hijacked as just another 
synonym for filter bubbles. Many 
of the most prominent thinkers fo-
cus solely on bubble-type effects. 
Sunstein’s prominent treatments, 
for example, diagnose political po-
larisation and religious radicalisa-
tion almost exclusively in terms of 
bad exposure and bad connectiv-
ity. His recommendation, in #Re-
public: create more public forums 
for discourse where we’ll all run 
into contrary views more often. But 
if what we’re dealing with is prima-
rily an echo chamber, then that 
effort will be useless at best, and 
might even strengthen the echo 
chamber’s grip.

There’s also been a rash of ar-
ticles recently arguing that there’s 
no such thing as echo chambers 
or filter bubbles. But these articles 
also lump the two phenomena to-
gether in a problematic way, and 
seem to largely ignore the possibil-
ity of echo-chamber effects. They 
focus, instead, solely on measur-
ing connectivity and exposure on 
social media networks. The new 
data does, in fact, seem to show 
that people on Facebook actually 
do see posts from the other side, 
or that people often visit websites 
with opposite political affiliation. If 
that’s right, then epistemic bubbles 
might not be such a serious threat. 

But none of this weighs against 
the existence of echo chambers. 
We should not dismiss the threat 
of echo chambers based only on 
evidence about connectivity and 
exposure.

Crucially, echo chambers can 
offer a useful explanation of the 
current informational crisis in a 
way that epistemic bubbles cannot. 
Many people have claimed that we 
have entered an era of ‘post-truth’. 
Not only do some political figures 
seem to speak with a blatant disre-
gard for the facts, but their support-
ers seem utterly unswayed by evi-
dence. It seems, to some, that truth 
no longer matters.

This is an explanation in terms 
of total irrationality. To accept it, you 
must believe that a great number 
of people have lost all interest in 
evidence or investigation, and 
have fallen away from the ways of 
reason. The phenomenon of echo 
chambers offers a less damning 
and far more modest explanation. 
The apparent ‘post-truth’ attitude 
can be explained as the result of the 
manipulations of trust wrought by 
echo chambers. We don’t have to 
attribute a complete disinterest in 
facts, evidence or reason to explain 
the post-truth attitude. We simply 
have to attribute to certain com-
munities a vastly divergent set of 
trusted authorities.

Members of an echo chamber 
are not irrational but misinformed 

about where to place their trust
Listen to what it actually sounds 

like when people reject the plain 
facts – it doesn’t sound like brute 
irrationality. One side points out a 
piece of economic data; the other 
side rejects that data by rejecting 
its source. They think that newspa-
per is biased, or the academic elites 
generating the data are corrupt. An 
echo chamber doesn’t destroy their 
members’ interest in the truth; it 
merely manipulates whom they 
trust and changes whom they ac-
cept as trustworthy sources and in-
stitutions.

And, in many ways, echo-cham-
ber members are following reason-
able and rational procedures of 
enquiry. They’re engaging in criti-
cal reasoning. They’re question-
ing, they’re evaluating sources for 
themselves, they’re assessing dif-
ferent pathways to information. 
They are critically examining those 
who claim expertise and trustwor-
thiness, using what they already 
know about the world. It’s simply 
that their basis for evaluation – their 
background beliefs about whom to 
trust – are radically different. They 
are not irrational, but systematically 
misinformed about where to place 
their trust.

To be continued...



8 NATION
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Sunday, April 15, 2018

Kathua rape-murder — Resignation 
of Kashmir ministers accepted 

Unnao rape: CBI gets seven day custody of 
accused lawmker; victim undergoes tests 

Phagwara clashes: Mob internet, SMS 
services suspended in four Punjab districts 

Congress seeks explanation from KV Thomas for praising Modi

Jaitley to take oath for fresh RS term April 15

Dalit members ‘cleanse’ Ambedkar statue 
after tributes by Maneka, BJP leaders 

Chandrababu Naidu to observe 
fast over special status to Andhra

We need to revisit 
our Constitution, 
laws — Minister

Death penalty for rapists afoot — Maneka 
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Arun Jaitley (File Photo)
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Ram Madhav, BJP general secretary, along with J & K Deputy Chief Minister Nirmal Kumar Singh and 
other party leaders, addresses a press conference over the Kathua rape case on Saturday.

PTI

Kuldeep Singh Sengar being taken away from the CBI court in 
Lucknow on Saturday. 

Maneka GAndhi

KV Thomas

Jammu, April 14 (IANS): 
The BJP on Saturday ac-
cepted the resignation of 
two of its ministers from 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
coalition government but 
said their unwise move to 
go and pacify people ral-
lying for suspects of rape 
and murder of a minor 
was “mistaken for trying to 
shield the accused”.

BJP General Secretary 
and its Kashmir points-
man Ram Madhav, who 
was here to attend the 
party’s legislature meet, 
ruled out any threat to the 
ruling alliance in the wake 
of the resignations by the 
two ministers - Choudhary 
Lal Singh and Chander 
Prakash Ganga. 

He said the resignation 
letters were now being for-
warded to Chief Minister 
Mehbooba Mufti.

Madhav, largely cred-
ited for stitching together 
the ruling combine of the 
BJP and the PDP, denied 
that the two ministers had 
been asked to resign fol-
lowing pressure from its 
senior partner in the gov-
ernment.

“There is no question 
of any pressure. These 
two ministers had gone to 
pacify the people, but sub-
sequently their presence 
was mistaken for trying to 

shield the accused. They 
had never supported the 
accused. “Yes, there has 
been indiscretion and it is 
for this that they decided 
to step down,” he told re-
porters after the BJP legis-
lature party meeting.

The BJP General Secre-
tary said the development 
would have no bearing on 
the alliance as both the 
parties were working in 
coordination..

He said the investiga-
tions had been completed 
by the state Crime Branch 
and a charge sheet had 
been presented in the 
court.

Asked about the de-
mand for a CBI probe into 
the incident, the BJP lead-
er said: “It is now for the 
court to decide.”

Singh and Ganga had 
attracted widespread 
anger and criticism for 
attending a meeting of 
the Hindu Ekta Manch, a 
lose group formed to sup-
port the accused, which 
demanded a Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI) 
probe into the case.

The meeting in Hiran-
agar area of Kathua district 
was called in support of 
the accused in the brutal 
gang rape and murder of 

an eight-year-old whose 
body was recovered from 
a forested area near her 
home, days after she went 
missing on January 10.

Mehbooba Mufti also 
chaired a meeting of Peo-
ples Democratic Party 
(PDP) legislators and sen-
ior ministers in Srinagar.

After the meeting, 
Works Minister and senior 
PDP leader Naeem Ahkar, 
who is also the govern-
ment spokesperson, “ap-
preciated” the BJP support 
in the handling of the case 
which had caused fissures 
in the alliance.

Akhtar told reporters 

that PDP appreciated the 
support of the BJP, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh and BJP chief Amit 
Shah in the case.

Meanwhile, Mehboo-
ba Mufti, who also holds 
the Home portfolio, ter-
minated the services of 
a sub-inspector, a head 
constable and two Special 
Police Officers (SPOs) ac-
cused in the crime.

She was said to have 
written to the Chief Justice 
of Jammu and Kashmir 
High Court, seeking a fast 
track court to conclude 
within 90 days the trial in 
the case that has caused 
a nation-wide outrage, 
official sources said here.

According to police 
charges, the minor from 
the nomad Bakerwal com-
munity was kidnapped on 
January 10. She taken to a 
temple in Rasana village in 
Kathua district.

Her attackers, which 
included temple official 
and policemen, drugged 
and gang raped her over 
days before finally kill-
ing her and dumping her 
body in a forest nearby, 
seven days later.

The girl was attacked 
to scare away the nomadic 
Muslim community out of 
the village.

Lucknow, April 14 (IANS): 
A special CBI court here 
on Saturday sent, to seven 
days CBI custody, rape ac-
cused Uttar Pradesh BJP 
legislator Kuldeep Singh 
Sengar, while the medi-
cal examination of the 
17-year-old victim was 
conducted at a hospital 
here earlier in the day.

The Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) had 
sought a 14-day remand 
but the court only allowed 
a week-long remand. The 
agency earlier got Sengar’s 
medical examination done 
here.  Sengar, the lawmaker 
from Unnao’s Bangamau, 
however continued to 

claim that he was innocent 
and told media persons 
before he was presented 
before the court that he 
had full faith in God and 
the judiciary. 

Accused of raping a 
17-year-old and conspiring 
to kill her father, who died 
of injuries he sustained 
while beaten brutally in 
police custody by Sengar’s 
brother and some aides, 
was arrested by the CBI 
on Friday after a day-long 
interrogation. He was also 
confronted with some facts 
by the agency.

Woman Shashi Singh, 
who is accused of taking 
the girl to the legislator 

has also been arrested. 
Three cases have been filed 
against the party legisla-
tor under various sections 
of the Indian Penal Code 
and the Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offences 
(Pocso) Act. 

Earlier, the victim, who 
along with her mother and 
uncle, were brought here 
under tight security in the 
morning, underwent tests 
at the Ram Manohar Lohia 
hospital.  The victim later 
told media persons that 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s Thursday state-
ment that the guilty will be 
brought to book was very 
reassuring and that he now 
hoped that justice will be 
done in her case. She also 
said that the arrest of the 
accused legislator was also 
a positive development. 

She was later taken to 
the CBI’s zonal office where 
a detailed statement from 
her is likely to be recorded. 

The victim tried to set 
herself ablaze outside Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath’s 
residence on last Sunday, 
claiming inaction in the 
rape case that took place 
in 2017. 

Later on Sunday, her 
father was picked up by the 
police and allegedly beaten 
up in custody by the MLA’s 
brother Atul Singh and his 
aides, following which he 
died in hospital.

Chandigarh/Phagwara, April 14 
(PTI): Mobile internet and SMS serv-
ices were suspended today in four 
districts of Punjab following clashes 
between two groups in Phagwara, 
in which four persons were injured, 
officials said.

The groups clashed last night 
over the installation of a board and 
renaming of a “chowk” (intersec-
tion), police said.

The Punjab government has sus-
pended the services in Kapurthala, 
Jalandhar, Hoshiarpur and Shahid 
Bhagat Singh Nagar districts with 
immediate effect for 24 hours in the 
wake of the clashes, an order issued 
by Secretary, Home Affairs, Punjab, 
said.

“There is a likelihood of tension, 
annoyance, obstruction, injury to 
persons, danger to human life and 
property, disturbance of public 
peace and tranquillity in Punjab 
by miscreants, anti-national and 
anti social elements in view of the 
rapidly deteriorating law and order 
situation in Kapurthala, Jalandhar, 
Hoshiarpur and Shahid Bhagat 
Singh Nagar after the clash,” it said.

“The order of suspension of mo-

bile internet services (2G/3G/4G/
CDMA), all SMS services and all 
dongle services provided on mobile 
networks, except voice calls... shall 
be in force for next 24 hours with im-
mediate effect,” the order said.

Several vehicles were damaged 
during the clashes as members of 
both the groups pelted stones at 
each other, police said.

The incident took place when 
members of a group allegedly in-
stalled a board carrying a picture 
of Dalit icon B R Ambedkar at Gol 
Chowk here on National Highway-1. 
They also tried to rename it Savid-
han Chowk, they said.

However, members of another 
group objected to it and that led to 
a clash between both the groups, 
police said.

Jimmy, the son of Inderjit Kar-
wal, vice president Shiv Sena Bal 
Thackeray, were among those who 
were injured. Punjab Shiv Sena vice 
president Rajesh Palta was also al-
legedly thrashed by members of the 
opposite group, they said.

Some shots were also fired dur-
ing the clash, police said.

Tension prevailed in the city fol-

lowing yesterday’s clash as several 
shops and commercial establish-
ments remained closed and around 
700 security men took out a flag 
march this morning to instill confi-
dence in the public.

Kapurthala Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Mohammad Tayyab 
and Senior Superintendent of Police 
Sandeep Sharma were in the march.

The DC and the SSP also visited 
Hanumangarhi temple and Chak 
Hakeem Ravidas temple to meet the 
activists of both the groups.

Members of one group demand-
ed transfer of the local sub divisional 
magistrate and the superintendent 
of police.

Meanwhile, Rajya Sabha mem-
ber and Punjab BJP’s president 
Shwait Malik cancelled his Phagwara 
visit in view of the tension prevailing 
there.

Phagwara Municipal Corpora-
tion Mayor Arun Khosla had yester-
day invited all party workers to the 
corporation hall today for a meeting.

The meeting was to be addressed 
by Malik during his maiden visit to 
Phagwara after his elevation to the 
post of party’s presidentship.

Thiruvananthapuram, 
April 14 (IANS): The Kerala 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (KPCC) on Satur-
day sought an explanation 
from senior party leader 
K.V. Thomas after news 
reports spoke of him prais-
ing Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s administration. 
Thomas said he was mis-
quoted.

Former Union Min-
ister Thomas represents 
the Ernakulam Lok Sabha 
constituency. According 
to reports Thomas hailed 
the Prime Minister while 
speaking at the 60th anni-
versary celebrations of the 
Kerala Management As-
sociation there on Friday.

The reports quoted 
Thomas as saying: “Modi is 
a good administrator who 
is able to convince others 
of his actions.” The reports 
said that Thomas felt more 

Vadodara, April 14 (PTI): 
Union minister Maneka 
Gandhi today her depart-
ment is preparing a pro-
posal for an amendment 
to the POCSO Act to pro-
vide for death sentence 
for the rape of a minor 
below the age of 12 years, 
saying tough punishment 

would act as a strong de-
terrent.

After preparing a Cabi-
net note in this regard, her 
department will send it to 
various ministries, includ-
ing law, for their opinion, 
the women and children 
development (WCD) min-
ister told PTI.

“My ministry will seek 
an amendment to the 
Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) Act for death 
penalty to convicts of rape 
of minors below 12 years,” 
she said.

Tough punishment 
will act as a strong deter-
rent for such an offence, 
she said.

Her comments came 
in the wake of the rape 
and murder of an eight-
year-old girl at Kathua 
in Jammu and Kashmir, 
which has caused a na-
tional outrage and trig-
gered protests.

The minister had said 
in Chandauli in Uttar 
Pradesh yesterday, “I have 
been deeply, deeply dis-
turbed by the rape case in 
Kathua and all the recent 
rape cases that have hap-
pened on children.” 

At present, there is no 
provision for capital pun-
ishment in the POCSO 

Act, with the maximum 
sentence being life im-
prisonment for penetra-
tive sexual assault as well 
aggravated penetrative 
sexual assault.

The minister was here 
to take part in an award 
function organised by the 
Federation of Gujarat In-
dustries (FGI).

She said toughening 
the law in 2015 for crimes 
committed by juveniles, 
including rape, had a de-
sired effect.

In 2015, Parliament 
passed a bill which al-
lows juveniles between 16 
and 18 years of age to be 
tried as adults for serious 
crimes such as rape or 
murder.

“Now, for premeditat-
ed murder and rape, they 
(juvenile offenders) are 
brought into the purview 
of the adult world, which 
has scared them and has 
had a desired effect,” the 
minister said.

New Delhi, April 14 (PTI): 
Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley, who is undergo-
ing treatment for kidney 
ailment, will take oath 
tomorrow for his new six 
years term in the Rajya 
Sabha.

The 65-year old Jaitley 
elected recently from Ut-
tar Pradesh will take oath 
at special ceremony due to 
his health condition.

The ceremony will take 
place in the chambers of 
Rajya Sabha Chairman M 
Venkaiah Naidu at 11 am, 
sources said. Jaitley was 
on April 3 once again ap-
pointed as the Leader of 
the Upper House follow-
ing his re-election.

He has not been going 

New Delhi, April 14 (IANS): 
Union Minister of State for 
Human Resource Develop-
ment (HRD) Satypal Singh 
on Saturday said that the 
country’s Constitution and 
laws need to be revisited 
if “justice for all” is to be 
ensured.

Speaking on “Rule of 
Law” on the occasion of 
B.R. Ambedkar’s birth an-
niversary at the Delhi Uni-
versity (DU), the Minister 
remarked that in past dec-
ades, the country’s Con-
stitution had been inter-
preted so there was a need 
to revisit it. 

The Minister  also 
raised doubts over the way 
secular aspect of the Con-
stitution has played out 
and hinted that there was 
an imbalance in the way 
the law treats minorities 
and majority.

“We want this country 
to be secular country... The 
kind of freedom has been 
given to the minorities... 
Minorities have the right 
to run their institutes, their 
religious institutions, but 
the majority does not have. 
Law is equal to all,” he said. 

Singh remarked on the 
inequities in society, saying 
that “one who steals Rs 100 
and one who swindles Rs 
100 crore, deserve the same 
punishment” according to 
the book of law. 

Despite the Right to 
Education, he said, mil-
lions of students did not go 
to schools because the “law 
doesn’t have teeth”.

DU Vice Chancellor Yo-
gesh Tyagi and former Vice 
Chancellor of the univer-
sity and law professor Up-
endra Baxi also attended 
the event.

Vadodara, April 14 (PTI): 
Members of the Dalit com-
munity today “cleansed” B 
R Ambedkar’s statue here 
soon after Union minister 
Maneka Gandhi and some 
BJP leaders paid floral trib-
utes on his 127th birth 
anniversary, a Dalit leader 
said, claiming that their 
presence had “polluted” 
the atmosphere. 

Thakor Solanki, gen-
eral secretary of SC/ST the 
Employees Union of Ma-
haraja Sayajirao University 
of Baroda, claimed that 
they had gathered at the 
venue to pay their tributes 
before the BJP leaders.

The members of the 
Dalit community raised 
slogans at the GEB Cir-
cle area on Race Course 
against other party leaders 
and Gandhi, the Women 
and Child Development 
minister who is in the city 

to attend a number of 
events.

She arrived at Ambed-
kar’s statue along with BJP 
MP Ranjanben Bhatt, city 
mayor Bharat Dangar, BJP 
MLA Yogesh Patel and oth-
ers.

The members of the 
Dalit community, led by 
Solanki, started raising 
slogans against them. An 
argument broke out be-
tween them and the police 
personnel, but no unto-
ward incident took place.

After Gandhi and other 
leaders garlanded the stat-
ue around 9 am and left 
the venue, the members 
of the community washed 
it with milk and water, 
saying the BJP leaders’ 
presence had “polluted” 
the atmosphere.

“We told the police that 
since we had gathered 
there much before the 

BJP leaders came, it was 
our right to pay tributes 
first. However, police pre-
vented us from garlanding 
the statue stating that as 
per the protocol, it was 
the mayor’s right. This 
angered our members,” 
Solanki said.

“The statue and the 
atmosphere in the GEB 
circle area was polluted 
after the arrival of Gan-
dhi and other BJP leaders. 
Therefore, we cleansed 
Ambedkar’s statue with 
milk and water after it was 
garlanded by the BJP lead-
ers,” he added.

Before Gandhi’s ar-
rival, Jivraj Chauhan, gen-
eral secretary of SC/ST 
cell of BJP’s state unit, 
was also gheraoed by 
the Dalit members, who 
shouted slogans against 
him, forcing him to leave 
the venue.

Amaravati, April 14 (IANS): 
Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister N. Chandraba-
bu Naidu will observe a 
day-long fast on April 20 to 
protest the Narendra Modi-
led Central government’s 
refusal to grant special cat-
egory status to the state.

The Telugu Desam Par-
ty (TDP) President will be 
staging the protest on his 
68th birthday to pressurise 
the Central government 
to fulfill all commitments 
made at the time of bifur-
cation of Andhra Pradesh 
in 2014.

His announcement on 
Saturday came close on 
the heels of Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi’s day-long 
huger strike on April 12 to 
protest disruption of Par-
liament.

The second half of the 
budget session was washed 
out due to protest by vari-
ous parties including the 
TDP, which sought to move 
no-confidence motion 
against the government 
after pulling out of BJP-led 
National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA). At a meet-
ing in Guntur district on 
Saturday, Naidu said there 
would be no compromise 
on the state’s rights.

He also announced 
that a massive public meet-
ing would be organized at 

Tirupati on April 30 with 
the slogan “save the state 
from betrayal and con-
spiracy”, recalling that it 
was in the same temple 
that four years ago, Modi, 
as the Prime Ministerial 
candidate, had promised 
special status but did not 
fulfill it after coming to 
power.

Lashing out both at the 
BJP and the opposition 
parties YSR Congress and 
Congress, Naidu appealed 
to people to ensure victory 
of TDP on all 25 Lok Sabha 
seats in the state. “Tomor-
row, the government at the 
Centre will be decided by 
TDP,” he said.

to his North Block office 
since April 2.

On April 9, he under-
went dialysis at AIIMS here 

and has been confined to 
a controlled environment’ 
at home. 

He had cancelled his 

scheduled foreign visits 
and had confirmed his ill-
ness in a tweet.

Jaitley, however, had 
not elaborated on the 
ailment, but said he was 
currently working from 
controlled environment 
at home. The future course 
of my treatment would be 
determined by the doctors 
treating me .

Jaitley had in Septem-
ber 2014 undergone a 
bariatric surgery to treat 
weight gain that he suf-
fered because of a long-
standing diabetic condi-
tion. That surgery was first 
performed at Max Hospi-
tal, but he had to be later 
shifted to AIIMS because 
of complications.

comfortable dealing with 
Modi than the leaders in his 
own party.

“Modi is one who is 
going forward with anti-
people policies and pro-
grammes and also supports 
atrocities and violence. We 
want to know if you (Tho-
mas) made remarks prais-
ing Modi,” wrote Hassan to 
Thomas.

Thomas on Saturday 
said he was misquoted. 
He said speaking to the 
management students all 
he wanted to put across 
was -- “Despite making a 
lot of mistakes in his ad-
ministration, Modi has 
been able to manage it by 
propagating lies”. Leader of 
Opposition Ramesh Chen-
nithala told the media that 
he spoke to Thomas about 
his comments and the lat-
ter explained that he never 
praised Modi.



United Nations, April 14 
(IANS): UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres 
has warned of the danger 
of a full-blown military 
escalation in Syria.

“Increasing tensions 
and the inability to reach a 
compromise in the estab-
lishment of an account-
ability mechanism (for 
chemical weapons use in 
Syria) threaten to lead to a 
full-blown military escala-
tion,” Guterres told the 
Security Council on Fri-
day, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

“In my contacts with 
you -- especially with the 
permanent members of 
the Security Council -- I 
have been reiterating my 
deep concerns about the 
risks of the current im-
passe and stressed the 
need to avoid the situation 
spiralling out of control. 
This is exactly the risk we 
face today -- that things 
spiral out of control,” said 
the UN chief.

“It is our common duty 
to stop it.”

“In Syria, we see con-
frontations and proxy wars 
involving several nation-
al armies, a number of 
armed opposition groups, 
many national and inter-
national militia, foreign 
fighters from everywhere 
in the world, and various 
terrorist organisations,” he 
told the Security Council, 
which was convening at 
the request of Russia.

“From the beginning, 
we have witnessed sys-
tematic violations of in-
ternational humanitarian 
law, international human 
rights law, and interna-
tional law tout court -- in 
utter disregard of the letter 
and spirit of the United 
Nations Charter.”

For eight years, the 
people of Syria have lived 
through a litany of horrors: 
atrocity crimes, sieges, 
starvation, indiscriminate 
attacks against civilians 
and civilian infrastructure, 
the use of chemical weap-
ons, forced displacement, 
sexual violence, torture, 
detention and enforced 
disappearances, he said.

He noted that Security 

Council resolution 2401 
that demands a cease-
fire across Syria to allow 
humanitarian aid into the 
country.

The continued reports 
of chemical weapons use 
in Syria are outrageous, 
he said. He deplored the 
fact that the Security 
Council could not reach 
agreement on a dedicated 
mechanism for attribut-
ing accountability in this 
regard.

“I reiterate my strong 
condemnation of the use 
of chemical weapons by 
any party to the conflict 
and under any circum-
stances. Their use is ab-
horrent and a clear viola-
tion of international law.”

The seriousness of 
the recent allegations of a 
chemical attack in Dou-
ma, Syria, requires a thor-
ough investigation using 
impartial, independent 
and professional expertise, 
he said.

Guterres reaffirmed 
his full support for the 
Organization for the 
Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons (OPCW) and its 
Fact-Finding Mission in 
undertaking the required 
investigation into these 
allegations.

The OPCW mission 
should be granted full ac-
cess, without any restric-
tions or impediments to 
perform its activities, he 
said.

The first team of the 
OPCW Fact-Finding Mis-
sion is already in Syria. A 
second is expected to ar-
rive on Friday or Saturday. 

Guterres urged the 
Security Council, which 
failed to adopt a resolu-
tion on Tuesday on a new 
investigative mechanism 
for chemical weapons use 
in Syria, not to give up on 
its efforts to agree upon a 
“dedicated, impartial, ob-
jective and independent 
mechanism” for attribut-
ing responsibility. 

He stressed that there 
is no military solution to 
the Syrian conflict. “The 
solution must be political 
through the Geneva intra-
Syrian talks.”

Washington, April 14 (PTI): 
President Donald Trump today 
described the alleged chemical 
attacks in Syria as the “crimes of 
a monster” as the US launched 
precision strikes on the war-torn 
nation jointly with the UK and 
France.

Trump ordered the launch of 

air strikes on Syria and accused 
President Bashar al-Assad of 
“barbarism and brutality”.

The US president claimed 
that the joint action was meant 
to establish a “strong deterrent” 
against the production, spread, 
and use of chemical weapons.

Trump said he has ordered 

“precision strikes” against Syria, 
where dozens of people were 
killed last weekend in a suspect-
ed toxic gas attack on Douma, 
the largest town in a former rebel 
stronghold outside Damascus.

“These are not the actions 
of a man; they are crimes of a 
monster instead,” Trump said in 
an address to the nation.

Trump said the US would 
maintain pressure on Syria until 
the Assad regime suspends use 
of chemical weapons.

“America does not seek an 
indefinite presence in Syria,” 
he said, thanking the UK and 
France for joining the US in its 
fight against the Syrian regime. 
“Today, the nations of Britain, 
France, and the United States of 
America have marshaled their 
righteous power against barba-
rism and brutality,” Trump said.

He attacked the Assad re-
gime for “deploying chemical 
weapons to slaughter innocent 
civilians”, referring to the alleged 
atrocity in Douma last Saturday.

“This massacre was a sig-
nificant escalation in a pattern 

of chemical weapons use by 
that very terrible regime,” Trump 
alleged.

“The evil and the despicable 
attack left mothers and fathers, 
infants and children, thrashing 
in pain and gasping for air. These 
are not the actions of a man; they 
are crimes of a monster instead,” 
he said.

The US president sought to 
bring back the vestiges of World 
War I, after which civilised na-
tions joined together to ban 
chemical warfare.

He noted that chemical 
weapons not only inflict grue-
some suffering but also even 
small amounts of them can un-
leash widespread devastation.

“The purpose of our actions 
tonight is to establish a strong 
deterrent against the produc-
tion, spread, and use of chemical 
weapons. Establishing this de-
terrent is a vital national security 
interest of the United States,” 
Trump said.

“The combined American, 
British, and French response 
to these atrocities will integrate 

all instruments of our national 
power -- military, economic, and 
diplomatic. We are prepared to 
sustain this response until the 
Syrian regime stops its use of 
prohibited chemical agents,” 
he said.

Trump said he also has a 
message for the two govern-
ments most responsible for sup-
porting, equipping, and financ-
ing the criminal Assad regime.

“To Iran, and to Russia, I ask: 
What kind of a nation wants 
to be associated with the mass 
murder of innocent men, wom-
en, and children?” he asked.

Trump said that in 2013, the 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
and his government promised 
the world that they would guar-
antee the elimination of Syria’s 
chemical weapons.

Russia must decide if it will 
continue down this dark path, 
or if it will join with civilized 
nations as a force for stability 
and peace. Hopefully, someday 
we’ll get along with Russia, and 
maybe even Iran -- but maybe 
not, Trump said.

Moscow, April 14 (PTI/
AP): Russian President 
Vladimir Putin has de-
nounced a strike on Syria 
launched by the United 
States and its allies as an 
“act of aggression” that will 
exacerbate humanitarian 
catastrophe in Syria.

In a statement issued 
by the Kremlin, the Rus-
sian leader says Moscow 
is calling an emergency 
meeting of the United Na-
tions’ Security Council 
over the strike launched by 
the US, Britain and France.

Putin added that the 
strike had a “destructive 
influence on the entire 
system of international 
relations.” He reaffirmed 
Russia’s view that a pur-
ported chemical attack in 
the Syrian town of Douma 
that prompted the strike 
was a fake.

Putin said that Rus-
sian military experts who 
inspected Douma found 
no trace of the attack. He 

criticised the US and its al-
lies for launching the strike 
without waiting for in-
spectors from the interna-
tional chemical weapons 
watchdog to visit the area.

Israel says in response 
to the American-led strike 
in Syria that the Middle 
Eastern country’s “mur-
derous actions” put itself 
in danger.

An official says in a 
statement today that 
President Donald Trump 
made clear last year that 
the use of chemical weap-
ons was a red line not to 
be crossed.

He says the overnight 
operation carried out by 
the United States, France 
and Britain followed that 
example.

The official says that 
“Syria continues to carry 
out murderous actions 
and be a base for these ac-
tions and others, including 
Iran’s, that put its territory, 
forces and leadership in 
peril.” 

The official  spoke 
anonymously according to 
protocol. There has been 
no other official Israeli 
response yet.

Israel has issued sev-
eral stern warnings of late 
about Iran’s increased in-
volvement along its border 
in Syria in Lebanon.

British Foreign Sec-
retary Boris Johnson has 
expressed his support for 
the airstrikes on Syria au-
thorised by Prime Minister 
Theresa May.

Johnson tweeted to-
day that he welcomed the 
news of the military strike 
against major chemical 
weapons facilities in Syria 
in concert with “our US 
and French allies.” 

Istanbul, April 14 (PTI/
AFP): Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
today welcomed West-
ern strikes against Syrian 
leader Bashar al-Assad’s 
regime as “appropriate” in 
retaliation for Damascus’ 
“inhumane” attacks.

“We consider this op-
eration as appropriate,” 
Erdogan told a meeting of 
his ruling party in Istanbul.

“The regime has seen 
that its mounting attacks 
in recent days against dis-
sidents... will not be left 
unanswered.” 

The United States, Brit-
ain and France carried out 
a wave of pre-dawn strikes 
against the Assad regime 
today in response to a sus-
pected chemical weapons 
attack that killed dozens of 
civilians on April 7.

Erdogan said he had 
a “sleepless night” as he 
monitored all the develop-
ments.

“It is not possible for 
us to approve the situation 
encountered by (Syrian) 
babies as a result of the use 
of chemicals weapons,” 
he said.

“Whoever the perpe-
trators they should pay a 
price.” Erdogan, who had 
a telephone conversation 
with British Prime Minis-
ter Theresa May following 
the strikes, said he would 
also speak with French 
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron.

The Turkish leader told 
May his country “clearly 
condemned” the use of 
chemical weapons since 

the very beginning, in a 
call with the British pre-
mier, a Turkish presiden-
tial source said.

He said the only way 
to long-lasting peace in 
Syria was a “political solu-
tion,” the source added. 
The Turkish leader also 
emphasised the impor-
tance of de-escalating the 
tension in the region.

Turkish Deputy Prime 
Minister Bekir Bozdag 
said the strikes had not 
been launched via Turkey’s 
southern Incirlik air base.

“Turkey was informed 
ahead of the attack,” he 
wrote on Twitter. “The In-
cirlik base was not used in 
the attack.” In a statement, 
the Turkish foreign minis-
try said the US-led opera-
tion “has eased humanity’s 
conscience in the face of” 
the suspected chemical 
attack.

“The Syrian regime, 
which has been tyran-
nising its own people for 
more than seven years, 
be it with conventional or 
chemical weapons, has 
a proven track record of 
crimes against humanity 
and war crimes,” it said. 

“The conscience of the 
international community 
is in no doubt about that.” 
Turkey is a vocal critic of 
Assad’s regime in Damas-
cus and backed rebels 
fighting for his ouster. In 
recent months, however, 
it has closely worked with 
Russia for a political solu-
tion in Syria even though 
Moscow remains a chief 
ally of the regime. 

Washington, April 14 (PTI): A 
series of air strikes in Syria by the 
US and its allies were designed to 
send a “clear message” to Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad to stop his 
chemical weapons programme, 
US Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
said today and asked all civilised 
nations to urgently unite in end-
ing the Syrian civil war.

His remarks came after Presi-
dent Donald Trump announced 
targeted strikes on Syria in col-
laboration with the UK and 
France to retaliate against the 
April 7 chemical attack in the 
Syrian town of Duma.

“The authoritarian Assad 
regime did not get the mes-
sage last year as it was hit by 
American missiles after it carried 
out chemical weapons attack 
against its own people,” Mattis 
said adding that it carried used 
chemical weapons again this 
year.

Emphasising that the strikes 
are directed at the Syrian regime, 
Mattis said in conducting these 
strikes, the US has gone to great 
lengths to avoid civilian and for-
eign casualties.

“But it is time for all civilized 
nations to urgently unite in 

ending the Syrian civil war by 
supporting the United Nations 
backed Geneva peace process,” 
he said.

General Jon Dunford, Chair-
man of the US Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, said the targets that were 
struck and destroyed were spe-
cifically associated with the Syr-
ian regimes chemical weapons 
program.

The first target was a scien-
tific research center located in 
the Greater Damascus area.

“This military facility was a 
Syrian Center for the research 
development, production and 

testing of chemical and biologi-
cal warfare technology,” he said, 
adding that the second target 
was a chemical weapons storage 
facility.

“We assessed that this was 
the primary location of Syrian 
sarin and precursor production 
equipment. The third target, 
which was in the vicinity of the 
second target, contain both the 
chemical weapons equipment 
storage facility and an important 
command post,” he said.

Dunford said that the nw 
strikes were qualitatively and 
quantitatively different than the 

one conducted in 2017.
Last year, the US conducted 

a unilateral strike on a single site.
The focus was on the air-

craft associated with the Syr-
ian chemical weapons attack in 
April of 2017.

“This evening, we conducted 
strikes with two allies on multi-
ple sites that will result in a long-
term degradation of Syrians 
capability to research, develop 
and employee, chemical and 
biological weapons. Important 
infrastructure was destroyed 
which will result in a setback for 
the Syrian regime,” he said.

Johannesburg, April 14 
(IANS): South Africa’s lib-
eration struggle icon Win-
nie Madikizela Mandela, 
who was once married to 
former President Nelson 
Mandela, was laid to rest 
here on Saturday with full 
military honours.

The government dis-

patched 600 buses which 
started carrying people 
around 4.30 a.m. to the 
stadium where the service 
took place.

After family rituals in 
the morning, Madikizela 
Mandela’s body was taken 
to the stadium draped in 
the national flag. South 

Africans stood by the road 
side as the funeral pro-
cession proceeded to the 
stadium. Many sung liber-
ation struggle songs, Xin-
hua news agency reported.

Madikizela Mandela 
died on April 2 in Johan-
nesburg at the age of 81. 
South African President 

Cairo, April 14 (PTI): The Egyptian 
army today said it has foiled a major 
terror attack in the restive central 
Sinai region by shooting dead 14 
terrorists who attempted to break 
into camps of the armed forces, and 
killed eight army personnel.

The incident led to eight casual-
ties and 15 injuries among Egyptian 
forces, Army spokesperson Tamer 
El-Refai was quoted as saying by 
Al-Ahram.

The incident comes amid Egypt’s 
ongoing Operation Sinai 2018, 
launched “to implement the plan 

of comprehensive confrontation of 
terrorist and criminal elements and 
organisations in North and Central 
Sinai, and in other areas in the Nile 
Delta and desert areas west of the 
Nile Valley,” according to the armed 
forces.

Among the 14 terrorist elements 
there were four wearing explosive 
belts and they were all armed with 
automatic rifles, medium-calibre 
rifles, and RPGs, the statement read.

“They all attempted to break 
into camps of the Egyptian armed 
forces at dawn on Saturday, but their 

attempt was foiled,” the statement 
added.

Egypt’s Sinai has witnessed many 
terrorists attacks since the January 
2011 revolution.

The attacks, mainly targeting 
police and military, increased after 
ouster of Islamist ex-president Mo-
hamed Morsi in 2013 by military fol-
lowing massive protests against his 
rule. Hundreds of police and army 
personnel were killed since then. 
The military has launched security 
campaigns in the North Sinai area, 
in which some terrorists are based. 

New York, April 14 (IANS): 
Michael Cohen, President 
Donald Trump’s personal 
lawyer, has been under 
criminal investigation for 
months in New York be-
cause of his business deal-
ings, the Justice Depart-
ment said.

The revelation comes 
amid a courtroom drama 
that unfolded on Friday, 

as Cohen’s attorneys and 
Trump’s lawyers began a 
fight hours before with 
the US Attorney’s Office in 
Manhattan over a massive 
raid of Cohen’s records, 
reports CNN.

Cohen’s attorneys have 
filed a temporary restrain-
ing order in the matter, 
asking the court to stop 
federal prosecutors from 

using some of the records 
they seized. 

Cohen did not appear 
in court on Friday and has 
not been charged with a 
crime.

In response to Cohen’s 
motion to prevent pros-
ecutors from using evi-
dence collected in Mon-
day’s raids of his home 
and office, the US attor-

ney in New York asserted 
the raids were authorised 
by a federal judge to seek 
evidence of conduct “for 
which Cohen is under 
criminal investigation”.

A court filing did not 
detail what Cohen is un-
der investigation for. But 
it contains the first details 
released by the Justice De-
partment on the searches, 
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Russian President Vladimir Putin listens during a meeting in Moscow, 
Russia, Saturday, April 14, 2018. 

AP/PTI

British model Naomi Campbell pays tribute at the funeral of struggle icon Winnie Madikizela-Mandela, at 
the Orlando Stadium in Soweto, South Africa, Saturday, April 14, 2018. Madikizela-Mandela died on April 
2 at the age of 81.

AP/PTI

The image provide by the US Navy shows the guided-missile cruiser USS Monterey 
(CG 61) fires a Tomahawk land attack missile on Friday during the military attack on 
Syria for using chemical weapons. 

Crisis in Syria spirals 
UN chief warns of full-blown military escalation in Syria

US launches ‘precision strikes’ on Syria as UK, France join in

Attack on Syria act of aggression — Putin Erdogan welcomes Syria 
strikes against Assad regime

All civilised nations must unite to end Syrian civil war — Mattis

Winnie Mandela laid to rest in state funeral

Egypt’s armed forces foil attack; 14 
terrorists, eight army personnel killed

Trump’s lawyer Michael Cohen under criminal investigation
Cyril Ramaphosa said 
her death unified people 
across political divide and 
beyond the country’s bor-
ders.

“In death, she has 
brought us all together, 
from near and far, across 
many nations and conti-
nents, to mourn, to pay 
homage, to remember and 
to fondly reminisce. 

“In death, she has 
demonstrated that our 
many differences along 
political party and racial 
lines and the numerous 
disputes we may have are 
eclipsed by our shared 
desire to follow her lead in 
building a just, equitable 
and caring society,” he 
said.

R a m a p h o s a  s a i d 
Madikizela Mandela pro-
vided leadership at the 
most difficult time and 
never demanded a re-
ward. “We must continue 
to touch Mama’s wounds, 
acknowledge her im-
mense pain and torment, 
and pass on the stories 
of her suffering to future 
generations so that it may 
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Charlize Theron 
considering leaving 
US over racism

Will Ferrell unhurt in car accident

Will protect you from everything evil — Sunny Leone to daughter

Kanye West writing a philosophy book

Here’s why Kangana’s 
not on social media

My fashion has evolved over the years — Neha Dhupia
Actress Neha Dhupia, who was seen flaunting her chic and glamourous avatars 
in films like “Tumhari Sulu” and “Qarib Qarib Singlle”, says her fashion sense has 
evolved over the years and she now understands what works best for her. “For me, 
fashion is about embracing yourself the way you are and ultimately being complete-
ly comfortable in your own skin. Over the years, my fashion choices have evolved 
and I like to experiment with different styles, be it glamourous or edgy. I have now 
found what works best for me and I associate with lovely designers to bring that vi-
sion to life,” Neha told IANS . Neha was present on the launch of designer Sonaakshi 
Raaj Spring- Summer 2018 collection at the Blenders Pride Fashion Tour in Ludhi-
ana on Friday night. Neha played the perfect muse as a mesmerising reflection of 
modernity in its raw form. (IANS)

2 pm, 8 pm: October (Hindi)

11 am, 5 pm: Baaghi 2 (Hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

A
ctress Charlize Theron 
says she has considered 
leaving the US for the sake 
of her adopted African-
American children due to 

increased concerns over “racism”.
In an interview with Elle Maga-

zine, the actress opened up about 
her concerns for the future of the 
country, reports foxnews.com.

“I don’t even know how to talk 
about the last year under our new 
administration. But racism is much 
more alive and well than people 
thought,” says Theron.

Theron said due to the current 
political and social climates in the 
country, she wants to ensure her 
African-American children, ages six 
and two, feel safe.

“There are places in this country 
where, if I got a job, I wouldn’t take 
it. I wouldn’t travel with my kids to 

some parts of America, and that’s 
really problematic,” she said.

“There are a lot of times 
when I look at my kids and 
I’m like, If this continues, I 
might have to (leave Amer-
ica). Because the last thing 
I want is for my children to 
feel unsafe.”

Theron, 42, was born in 
South Africa and grew up dur-
ing the country’s apartheid era. 
“They’re going to have to know 
that it’s a different cli-
mate for them than 
it is for me, and 
how unfair 
that is,” 
added the 
Oscar-
winning 
actress. 
IANS

A
ctor Will Ferrell was unhurt in a 
car accident that left two others 
injured, according to his repre-
sentatives.

The accident took place on 
Thursday night in California, reports cnn.
com. 

“While travelling back to Los Angeles 
after hosting a voter registration 
event in San Diego, a car 
carrying Ferrell and three 
of his colleagues was 
struck on the freeway 
by another vehicle,” 
read a statement from 
Ferrell’s representa-

tives from United Talent 
Agency (UTA).

Ferrell and anoth-
er passenger were 
“unhurt” and were 

released from 
an Orange 

Coun-

ty hospital, according to UTA.
“Ferrell’s longtime driver, Mark Thomp-

son, and his another passenger, identified 
as Carolina Barlow, remain hospitalised in 
stable condition,” the statement said.

“Ferrell is staying close by as his friends 
are being treated, and has expressed his deep 
gratitude to the first responders who were 

immediately at the scene and to the 
hospital team that took such great 

care of them,” the statement 
added. 

Ferrell, 50, was a pas-
senger in an SUV that 
overturned during a two-car 
accident late Thursday in 
Orange County, according to 
an accident report from the 

California Highway Patrol.
According to the acci-

dent report, Ferrell’s vehicle 
was struck when another car 

veered into its lane. Ferrell’s 
SUV then struck the center 

divider median and 
subsequently 

overturned.
IANS

K
arl Lagerfeld, the creative 
director of brands Chanel 
and Fendi, disparaged the 
#MeToo movement asking 
models not to get in the pro-

fession if they “don’t want” their “pants 
pulled about”.

In an interview with Numero 
magazine, the designer, who over the 
years has ruffled feathers with contro-
versial opinions on everything from 
Adele’s weight to Kim Kardashian’s 2016 
robbery, said that he is “fed up” with 
the #MeToo movement, reports holly-
woodreporter.com. 

“What shocks me most in 
all of this are the star-
lets who have taken 

20 years to remember what hap-
pened. Not to mention the fact there 
are no prosecution witnesses,” he said. 

He went on to criticise new regula-
tions that have been adopted by some 
photo studios and modeling agencies 
with the interest of protecting young 
models.

“I read somewhere that now you 
must ask a model if she is comfortable 
with posing. It’s simply too much, from 
now on, as a designer, you can’t do 
anything,” he said before going on to 
defend stylist Karl Templer, who was ac-
cused of sexual misconduct by a models 
who claimed he “aggressively (pulled) 

down their underwear without ask-
ing them” in an article published 

in February. 
“It’s unbelievable. If you 

don’t want your pants pulled 
about, don’t become a model! 

Join a nunnery, there will 
always be a place for you 
in the convent. They’re 
recruiting even,” Lager-
feld said. 

According to hol-
lywoodreporter.com, he 

added, however, that he 
“cannot stand Mr. Harvey 
Weinstein”, but noted his dis-
taste for the predatory movie 

producer was of a profes-
sional nature.

IANS

A
ctress Sunny 
Leone made a 
promise to her 
elder daughter 
Nisha that she 

will protect her from all 
evil.

Sunny adopted 
Nisha last year from 
an orphanage, here 

In a tweet post-
ed on Saturday, 
Sunny addressed 
a note to Nisha 
saying: “I prom-
ise with every 
ounce of my 
heart, soul 
and body to 
protect you 
from eve-
rything 
and eve-

ryone who is evil in this world. 
Even if that means giving my 
life for your safety.” 

“Children should feel safe 
against evil hurtful people. Let’s 
hold our children a little closer 
to us! Protect at all costs,” she 
added.

Sunny and her husband 
Daniel Weber are also parents 
to twins Asher and Noah, who 
were born via surrogacy this 
year. 

Sunny’s tweet arrives in the 
wake of the nationwide outrage 
over the rape and murder of an 
eight-year-old child in Kathua. 

In strongly worded tweets, 
celebrities like Sonam Kapoor, 
Karan Johar, Akshay Kumar, 
Kalki Koechlin, Farhan 
Akhtar, Richa Chadha 
and many others also 

condemned the heinous crime 
on social media and asked for 
justice.

The minor girl from the 
Bakerwal community was kid-
napped on January 10; taken 
to a temple in Rasana village in 
Kathua.

Her attackers, which 
included temple official and 
policemen, drugged and gang 
raped her over days before 
finally killing her and dumping 
her body in forest nearby seven 
days later.

The girl was attacked to 
scare away the nomadic Mus-
lim community out of 

the village.
IANS

R
apper Kanye West 
is writing a book 
on philosophy 
called “Break the 
Simulation”.

The rapper opened up 
about the project in an inter-
view with his interior designer 
Axel Vervoordt. 

“I have got this new 
concept that I’ve been digging 
into. I’m writing a philosophy 
book right now called ‘Break 
the Simulation’. And I’ve got 
this philosophy -- or let’s say 
it’s just a concept because 
sometimes philosophy 

sounds too heavy-handed,” 
hollywoodreporter.com 
quoted West as saying. 

He added: “I’ve got a 
concept about photographs, 
and I’m on the fence about 
photographs -- about human 
beings being obsessed with 
photographs -- because it 
takes you out of the now and 
transports you into the past or 
transports you into the future. 
It can be used to document, 
but a lot of times it overtakes 
(people). 

“People dwell too much in 
the memories. People always 

want to hear the history of 
something, which is impor-
tant, but I think it there’s too 
much of an importance put 
on history. One of the things 
that I thought was interesting 
was how far people go in the 
past when you’re working on 
clothing. There’s people who 
will go and reference some-
thing from the 1920s or 
reference something 
from the 1940s, 
especially 
dealing with 
sportswear.”

IANS

A
ctress Kangana Ranaut 
says she is not on social 
media because she finds it 
very consuming.

Kangana expressed 
her thought on social media when 
she became part of TV show “Vh1 
Inside Access”, a statement to IANS 
said. 

“I am not on social media for 
many reasons and one of them 
is that I feel it’s so consum-

ing. People tell me, open an 
account because some of 
them can be brand queries, 
and they want you on social 
media; it’s mandatory,” 
Kangana said. 

“Sometimes your agents 
tell you just open an ac-
count and don’t post, or let us 

post. That’s not okay with me, 
because I have not done any-
thing in my life where I am not 
involved. I can’t imagine the fact 
that I am being dishonest on 
some level that someone else is 
pretending to be me. 

“I am faking that with mil-
lions of people and its sort of 
having a fake relationship.” 
On the work front, she is 

busy with “Manikarnika: 
The Queen of Jhansi” and 
will also star in “Mental Hai 
Kya”.

IANS

Don’t become model if 
you don’t want pants to be 
pulled, says Karl Lagerfeld
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Neymar

Arjan Singh Bhullar

Winner of various categories along with MDBA officials and others at the closing ceremony of Mokokchung Inter-School Badminton Championship 
2018 on April 14.

Director of economics and statistical and the chief guest, Sachio 
Ovung, being introduced to the players at the commencement of LSU 
martyrs’ trophy in Wokha on April 14.

Kamala Devi Yumnam of Eastern Sporting Union (left) dribbles past Jabamani Tudu of Rising Student’s Club 
during their Indian Women’s League 2018 match in Shillong on Wednesday. (File photo)
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Shillong, April 14 (IANS): 
Rising Students Club were 
crowned champions of the 
second edition of the Hero 
Indian Women’s League 
(IWL) football tournament 
as they defeated defending 
champions Eastern Sport-
ing Union (ESU) 5-4 on 
penalties after the full-time 
scoreline read 1-1 here on 
Saturday.

Rising Students Club 
of Cuttack started the 
match on an attack-
ing note and in the 3rd 
minute a scramble from 
inside the box led Ngoubi 
Devi to shoot wide of goal. 
Undeterred by the early 
pressure, ESU staged at-
tacks of their own and in 
the 13th minute Roja Devi 
found the back of the net 
from outside the box as 
her shot left the opposi-
tion goalkeeper wrong 
footed.

In the 19th minute, 
Mandakini Devi’s attempt 
from a tight angle inside 
the box hit the side-netting 
as ESU pressed to double 
their lead. Supriya Routray 
had a chance to equal-
ise proceedings for Rising 
Students Club in the 40th 
minute after a corner kick 
found her free of any mark-

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, April 14 (EMN): Ju-
bilee Memorial School (JMS) has 
emerged as the overall champion 
of Mokokchung inter-school bad-
minton championship 2018, which 
concluded at Indoor Badminton 
Stadium, Mokokchung, on April 14.

Out of ten categories, JMS se-
cured five gold medals in U-15 girls 
single, U-17 boys singles and double, 
U-17 girls single and double and 
one silver medal in U-10 boys single 
categories.

In the U-10 boys single, Tiamoa 
of St. Joseph Khensa defeated Aow-
alu of JMS by 15-5: 15-4, while U-13 
boys single Wapangmeren A Jamir 
from QMHSS defeated Sentisang 
of Yajen Aier GHS by 21-16: 21-9. 

In U-13 girls single, Sunepbenla of 
EDHSS defeated Yalimenla of NCRS 
by 21-14: 21-7.  

In U-15 boys single, Imtitong of 
EDHSS defeated Deepish of QMHSS 
by 21-7:21-12. In U-15 boys double, 
Wapangmener Jamir and Deepish 
of QMHSS defeated Sentisang and 
Purchiba of Yajen Aier GHS by 21-9: 
21-12.

In U-15 girls single, Arenchila of 
JMS defeated Sunepbenla of EDHSS 
by 14-21:21-16: 21-13. In U-17 boys 
single, Chunglitong of JMS defeated 
Imtitong of EDHSS by 21-14: 21-15. In 
U-17 boys double, Chunglitong and 
Imlimanen of JMS defeated Akum-
sunep and Moamongba of CMHSS.

In U-17 girls single, Imnuksungla 
of JMS defeated Tiatola of MGHSS 

by 22-20: 21-14. In U-17 girls double 
event, Imnuksungla and Limatula of 
JMS defeated Putsenla andTiajungla 
of Yajen Aier GHS by 21-11; 21-10.

Chubatoshi, executive engineer of 
National Highway and proprietor of 
Ladybird School and the chief guest 
of the closing ceremony programme, 
has appreciated to see the youngsters 
exhibiting their talent particularly in 
the field of badminton.

He encouraged the young ath-
letics to maintain discipline in life 
and believed in themselves and 
apply their talents in a positive way. 
The two-day championship was 
organised by MDBA in collabora-
tion with NEIDA, an initiative of 
Tata Trust. Altogether 78 students 
participated from 12 schools.

Rio de Janeiro, April 
14 (IANS): Paris Saint-
Germain (PSG) forward 
Neymar has said he will 
be back playing “in a bit 
more than a month” as 
he recovers from foot sur-
gery.

The 26-year-old Bra-
zilian has been sidelined 
since late February, when 
he cracked the fifth met-
atarsal in his right foot. 
He underwent surgery on 
March 3 in the Brazilian 
city of Belo Horizonte. 

Brazil’s national team 
doctor Rodrigo Lasmar 
said at the time of the oper-
ation that Neymar’s recov-
ery could take up to three 
months. That prognosis 

Kolkata, April 14 (PTI): In a fresh 
injury blow to Kolkata Knight Riders, 
young pacer Kamlesh Nagarkoti was 
on Saturday ruled out of the remain-
der of IPL season due to a foot injury.

Karnataka seamer Prasidh Krish-
na was announced as the replace-
ment for the Under-19 World Cup 
winning pacer who was bought at a 
price of Rs 3.2 crore.

One of the finds of the India’s 
U-19 World Cup triumph, Nagarkoti 
sustained the injury before the tour-

nament but the announcement came 
only on Saturday as KKR lost a second 
pacer this season after Australian 
spearhead Mitchell Starc.

The 22-year-old Prasidh has 
played 23 matches so far since 2015, 
three in the T20 format but his record 
in the 50-overs format has been im-
pressive.

Prasidh has 33 wickets in 19 
matches at an average of 21.27 and 
an economy rate of 4.74, with a best 
show of 3/37 in Karanataka’s Vijay 

Hazare Trophy against Saurashtra in 
February. KKR also bolstered their 
support staff with the inclusion of 
Mumbai all-rounder Abhishek Na-
yar who mentored skipper Dinesh 
Karthik in the past.

“Pleased to welcome Nayar to 
the KKR support staff. The younger 
talent of the team will particularly 
benefit from Nayar’s experience and 
mentoring,” KKR CEO Venky Mysore 
tweeted, without specifying Nayar’s 
role.

London, April 14 (AFP/
PTI): Manchester City’s 
Kevin De Bruyne, Leroy 
Sane and David Silva lead 
a six-strong cast that also 
includes the prolific Mo-
hamed Salah and Harry 
Kane for the 2017-18 Pro-
fessional Footballers’ As-
sociation Player of the Year 
award.

Manchester United 
goalkeeper David de Gea is 
the other nominee.

Despite blowing the 
chance to seal the Premier 
League title in a thrilling 3-2 
derby defeat to Manchester 
United last weekend, City 
still boast a 13-point lead 
at the top of the table head-
ing into Saturday’s (Apr 14) 
match against Tottenham.

De Bruyne is expected 
to be City’s leading candi-
date having contributed a 
league-high 15 assists and 
seven goals from midfield 

as Pep Guardiola’s have 
marched towards the title.

However, the Belgian 
may be beaten to the award 
by Salah’s free-scoring 
form. The Egyptian has 
scored 39 times in all com-
petitions, including in each 
leg as Liverpool dumped 
City out of the Champions 
League quarter-finals 5-1 
on aggregate.

Salah leads the way in 
the race for the Premier 
League golden boot with 29 
goals to Kane’s 25.

Sane and Kane are 
also on the shortlist for 
the Young Player of the 
Year award alongside City 
goalkeeper Ederson and 
forward Raheem Sterling, 
Manchester United striker 
Marcus Rashford and left-
back Ryan Sessegnon, who 
has starred in Fulham’s 
push for promotion from 
the Championship.

Barcelona, April 14 (AFP/
PTI): Barcelona responded 
to their shock Champions 
League elimination to AS 
Roma by beating Valencia 
2-1 on Saturday in a sub-
dued atmosphere at the 
Nou Camp, setting a Liga 
record run of 39 games 

unbeaten and taking them 
ever closer to another title.

Luis Suarez gave Barca 
the lead after a quarter of 
an hour by meeting a deli-
cious outside-of-the-foot 
pass from former Liver-
pool teammate Philippe 
Coutinho, scoring with one 

IWL: Rising Students Club clinch 
women’s football championship 

JMS claims Mokokchung inter-
school badminton championship

Neymar eyeing early return for PSG

Nagarkoti ruled out of remainder of IPL season

Salah, Kane nominated 
for player of the year

Barca back on track after beating Valencia

Sikh fighter to wear turban at UFC on Vaisakhi

LSU martyrs’ trophy underway in Wokha

Kivi Zhimomi, a football player from Nagaland who was recently 
signed by the NorthEast United Football Club for three years, 
shakes hand with players at the ongoing football tournament 
in Dimapur on April 14. The Dimapur District Football Referee’s 
Association has felicitated Zhimomi on his contract to play in the 
Indian Super League.    

Motivation

Our Correspondent 
Wokha, April 14 (EMN): 
The 19th edition of Lotha 
Students’ Union (LSU) 
Martyrs’ Trophy 2018 got 
underway here at public 
ground, Wokha, on April 
14 with the director of eco-
nomics & statistical, Sachio 
Ovung, as chief guest of the 
opening ceremony.

LSU Martyrs’ Trophy 
is a sporting event organ-
ised by the LSU in remem-
brance of late Chumdamo 

Tungoe and late Thung-
khomo Ezung, both stu-
dents who were shot dead 
by Nagaland Police on April 
14, 1977, during a silent 
procession organised by 
LSU in protest against the 
barbaric and inhumane 
act on the then SDO (Civil), 
Ngurkhuma Mizo.

Speaking at the pro-
gramme, Ovung, who was 
also part of the silent pro-
cession in 1977, termed 
the incident as “unfortu-

ing player, but her shot 
went wide of the goal.

The half-time scoreline 
read 1-0 in favour of ESU 
at the Jawaharlal Nehru 
Stadium. Changing over, 
ESU hunted to double their 
lead while Rising Students 
Club played on counter-
attacks. The constant pres-
sure from ESU led Rising 
Students Club to commit 
bodies into defence.

In the 51st minute, Roja 
Devi connected on a cross 
from the flank but her shot 
from inside the box went 
way wide of the goal, as 
ESU showed their intent.

The defensive line of 
ESU mopped up any Ris-
ing Students Club attacks 
that cropped up with ease, 
while the midfield held 
onto possession of the ball.

Much against the run 

of play in the Rising Stu-
dents Club were awarded a 
penalty in the 71st minute 
after a foul inside the box 
and Sanju slotted the ball 
home from the spot to level 
proceedings as the score-
line read 1-1. The full-time 
scoreline read the same as 
the match proceeded into 
extra time.

In the 94th minute, the 
Rising Students’ defence 

line blocked Roja Devi’s 
shot from inside the box 
and two minutes later, 
Mandakini Devi’s freekick 
was saved by the oppos-
ing custodian. In the 105th 
minute, Roja Devi’s shot 
went inches wide the goal 
as she attempted to shoot 
from outside of the box.

ESU pressed for the 
decisive goal but failed to 
find the net and after 120 
minutes of play the score-
line still read 1-1 as the 
match proceeded to penal-
ties where Rising Students 
Club eventually won 5-4.

Meanwhile, Rising Stu-
dents Club were award-
ed Rs 10 lakhs for being 
crowned champions of, 
while ESU were awarded 
Rs 5 lakhs for being run-
ners-up.

For finishing top scorer 
with 12 goals, Bala Devi 
was awarded Rs 1 lakh, 
while Panthoi Chanu was 
awarded Rs 1 lakh for bag-
ging the ‘Best Goalkeeper 
Award’.

The ‘Most Valuable 
Player’ was awarded to 
Prameshwori Devi with 
Rs 1.25 lakh and Dang-
mei Grace won Rs 75,000 
for bagging the ‘Emerging 
Player Award’.

nate,” while reminding 
the students that the duo 
sacrificed for the wellbeing 
of Lothas and Nagas.

He thanked the LSU 
for expressing solidarity 
with the departed souls. In 
his message to the partici-
pants, Ovung urged them 
to respect and maintain 
sporting spirit. The chief 
guest also highlighted on 
the importance of par-
ticipation and discipline, 
saying it was a learning 
experience that would help 
in all round development 
of an individual.

LSU president, Lipemo 
Tsopoe, in his presidential 
address, remarked how the 
two brave Lotha students 
laid down their precious 
lives protecting ‘our’ legal 
rights for ‘our’ land. “They 
sacrificed their lives for 
our brighter tomorrow,” 
he added. EAC Wokha also 
addressed the participants.

Later, the chief guest 
declared the trophy open. 
Relatives of the martyrs 
also attended the ceremo-
ny. The programme was 
chaired by LSU finance 
secretary, Yanthanthung 
Yanthan.

Earlier in the day, LSU 
official paid floral tribute 
and silent prayer to the 
departed members at their 
graves.

Altogether 18 teams 
from across the district are 
taking part in the event.

appeared to cast doubt 
over whether Neymar 
would be fit in time for the 

World Cup in Russia, which 
begins on June 14. 

But the former Santos 

prodigy indicated on Fri-
day he could be available 
for Paris Saint-German’s 
final matches of the sea-
son in May, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

“There is still a month 
to go, a bit more than a 
month,” Neymar told TV 
Globo. “I’m progressing 
well and consolidating 
well.” 

PSG manager Unai 
Emery said earlier on Fri-
day that Neymar was “close 
to returning”.

“His recent medical 
test went well and every-
thing looks fine. He has 
progressed normally - he is 
close,” the Spaniard told a 
news conference.

New York, April 14 (IANS): 
A Sikh fighter will be wear-
ing a turban as he com-
petes on Vaisakhi in the 
American Ultimate Fight-
ing Championship (UFC) 
in a show of pride in his 
faith and tradition, accord-
ing to the National Sikh 
Campaign (NSC).

Arjan Singh Bhullar is 
to faceoff against Adam 
Wieczorek on Saturday 
night at the Gila River Are-
na in Glendale in Arizona 
state.

The UFC is a mixed 
martial arts match fought 
inside an eight-sided metal 
“cage” with minimal rules 
and fighters using tech-
niques from different disci-
plines like boxing, wrestling 
and judo.

Bhullar is partnering 
with the NSC, which has 
been running a national 
campaign, “We Are Sikhs,” 
in the US to educate peo-
ple about the Sikh religion 
and dispel misinformation 
about turbans.

Bhullar said: “It’s impor-
tant for me to wear my tur-
ban into the ring. Around 
the world, people do not 
know what Sikhs stands 
for and what our turbans 

stand for. We believe in 
equality for any gender, 
caste, race. Throughout 
history, we have been fight-
ing for that as a people and 
the turban signals a readi-

ness to protect those val-
ues. It’s important for me 
to represent where I come 
from and what my people 
are all about.”

Bhullar was forbidden 

from wearing a turban un-
der the UFC attire rules.

But he persuaded the 
UFC and the sponsor, Ree-
bok, to allow him to wear a 
turban.

Bhullar, 31, is an Indo-
Canadian, who represent-
ed Canada in wrestling at 
the 2012 London Olympics.

He made his UFC debut 
in September in Edomon-
ton, Canada, defeating Luis 
Henrique.

NSC said that Phoenix 
Bhullar fighting in Arizona 
has special significant as 
the first hate crime target-
ing Sikhs after 9/11 took 
place in the state when 
Balbir Singh Sodhi was 
murdered while wearing a 
turban.

Bhullar met the Sodhi 
family on March 16.

Anjleen Kaur, who 
is with the NSC “We Are 
Sikhs” campaign, said “Our 
Sikh kids have never seen 
a successful athlete in the 
USA with the same skin 
colour as them, with the 
same values as them and 
who speaks the same lan-
guage as them. For me, Ar-
jan is more than just a UFC 
fighter, he is a role model to 
my children.”

touch from close range.
Club-record signing 

Coutinho then delivered 
an outswinging corner 
from which Samuel Umtiti 
headed in Barca’s second in 
the 51st minute, shortly af-
ter Gerard Pique had saved 
Umtiti’s blushes by clear-
ing a shot from Valencia 
forward Santi Mina off the 
line following a slip by the 
France defender.

Captain Dani Parejo 
pulled a goal back for third-
placed Valencia by squeez-

ing an 87th-minute penalty 
under Barca goalkeeper 
Marc-Andre ter Stegen, but 
the Catalans withstood an 
exciting final spell to move 
effectively to within seven 
points of their 25th league 
title.

Ernesto Valverde’s side 
lead nearest challeng-
ers Atletico Madrid by 14 
points in the standings, 
with Atletico hosting Le-
vante and fourth-placed 
Real visiting basement club 
Malaga on Sunday.

EM IMAGES

EM IMAGES
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India shining at CWG, eight gold medals claimed on bumper day

Boxers shine as Gaura, Solanki win gold

Saina sets date with Sindhu in women's singles final

Delhi Daredevils register thrilling win over Mumbai Indians Sevilla fight back from two 
down in Villarreal draw

Kom to be India's flagbearer 
at closing ceremony

Wrestlers Sumit Malik, Vinesh Phogat win titles

Sevilla's Jesus Navas in the 2-2 draw with Villarreal.

Delhi Daredevils player Jason Roy and Shreyas Iyer celebrate their victory against Mumbai Indians 
during IPL 2018 match at Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai on Saturday.

PTI

The golden trio (left to right): Mary Kom, Gaurav Solanki and Neeraj Chopra. 
PTI

Gold Coast, Apr 14 (PTI): From 
the boxing ring to the shooting 
range to the athletics arena, 
it was India shining on the 
penultimate day of the 21st 
Commonwealth Games where 
the country claimed its biggest 
single-day haul of the ongoing 
edition, ensnaring eight gold 
medals across five disciplines.

The boxers picked up three, 
the shooters added one, the 
wrestlers claimed a couple, 
while the paddlers and the 
track-and-field contingent 
picked up one each on a truly 
golden day for the country, 
which also yielded five silver 
and one bronze medal.

The country held on to the 
third position in the overall 

medal tally with 59 medals - 25 
gold, 16 silver and 18 bronze 
medals.

It all started at the shoot-
ing ranges in Brisbane, where 
Sanjeev Rajput shattered the 
Games' qualifying record be-
fore finishing on top in the 50m 
rifle 3 position final.

"I would say it was a weak 
final for me because I have 
been shooting 458 plus all the 
time, but this time it was weak 
in the kneeling position and 
I had to cover it somehow in 
the prone but, still again, not 
so good in the standing," said 
the shooter, not particularly 
satisfied with his effort but one 
which was enough to get him 
his first CWG gold.

He had won a bronze (2006) 
and a silver (2014) in the earlier 
editions.

The wrestlers were at it at 
the Carrara Sports and Lei-
sure Centre. Sumit (125kg) and 
Vinesh Phogat (50kg) picked 
up the top honours in their 
respective categories even as 
Olympic bronze-medallist 
Sakshi Malik (62kg) settled for 
a third-place finish, along with 
Somveer (86kg).

At the boxing arena of the 
Oxenford Studios, MC Mary 
Kom (48kg) was joined by Vikas 
Krishan (75kg) and Gaurav So-
lanki (52kg) in scripting history. 
The boxers, led by three, fin-
ished with nine medals in all, 
their best ever performance, 

two better than the previous 
best attained at 2010 Delhi 
Games.

While Mary Kom became 
the first Indian woman boxer 
to claim a CWG gold, Vikas 
became the first to have gold 
in both the Asian and Com-
monwealth Games.

"Which other boxer has the 
number of medals that I have? 
," asked the beaming mother-
of-three, who will be India's 
flag bearer at the closing cer-
emony tomorrow.

"I am so happy to have cre-
ated history." 

In the afternoon, Neeraj 
Chopra wrote his own little 
piece of history at the Carrara 
stadium when he became the 

first Indian javelin thrower to 
claim a gold medal. His gold 
was only the fifth for India in 
track and field.

The 20-year-old destroyed 
competition with his very first 
throw of 85.50m before tak-
ing it a notch higher with a 
season's best effort of 86.47m. 
None in the field came close to 
his performance even though 
he himself seemed a shade 
disappointed on missing a 
personal best by "just one cen-
timetre".

"In my desperation for a 
personal best, I tried so hard 
that I tumbled over in my last 
two attempts. But I am very 
happy and I have lot of com-
petitions this year to achieve 

the personal best," Neeraj said 
after his triumph.

Good news poured in from 
the TT venue of the Oxenford 
Studios where Manika Batra, 
in perhaps the form of her life, 
became the first woman pad-
dler to claim a gold medal.

"This is my first individual 
medal in this big tournament 
(women's singles) and I am 
feeling really proud," said the 
22-year-old, who had earlier 
starred in the gold-winning 
team performance before 
clinching the women's doubles 
gold with Mouma Das.

Not to forget the silver-
medallists, three of them com-
ing from boxing in Manish 
Kaushik (60kg), Amit Panghal 

(49kg) and Satish Kumar.
Dipika Pallikal and Sourav 

Ghosal picked up the mixed 
doubles squash silver, while 
Sanil Shetty and Harmeet De-
sai claimed the second position 
in table tennis men's doubles. 
The lone bronze of the day was 
delivered by shuttlers N Sikki 
Reddy and Ashwini Ponnappa.

The disappointments of 
the day were the two hockey 
teams, both of whom failed to 
secure medals, ending fourth 
after losing to England in their 
respective bronze-medal play-
offs. It was an especially disap-
pointing performance by the 
men, who had returned with 
silver medals in the past two 
editions.

Gold Coast, April 14 (PTI): 
Indian boxer Gaurav So-
lanki won the gold medal in 
the men's 52kg category at 
the 2018 Commonwealth 
Games in Gold Coast, Aus-
tralia on Saturday. 

Solanki won a tough, 
fast paced, tactical battle by 
a split 4 to 1 verdict against 
the impressive Brendan 
Irvine of Northern Ireland 
in the final. 

Meanwhile,  India's 
Manish Kaushik (60kg) 
and Amit Panghal (46-
49kg) had to be content 
with silver after losing the 
final bouts of their respec-
tive weight-class. Kaushik 
narrowly went down to 

Harry Garside of Australia 
in a very competitive final 
while Amit lost to Galal 
Yafai of England.

Solanki provided the 
golden touch, pulling it off 
4-1 over Northern Ireland's 
Brendan Irvine. The Indian 
lost the third round but did 
just enough in the first two 
to walk away with a gold 
medal on his debut at the 
Games.

"Today I'm dedicating 
my medal to my mum, but 
I want to represent India 
at the (Tokyo) 2020 Olym-
pics and to be there when 
they raise the Indian flag," 
the 22-year-old said look-
ing ahead. However, luck 

was not on side of either 
Amit or Manish, both of 
whom went down in split 
verdicts.

Amit, who was chas-
ing his third successive 
international gold, was 
beaten by England's Eu-
ropean silver-medallist 
Galal Yafai.

"I am disappointed 
with the result. I thought it 
was 50-50 bout," Amit said 
after his loss.

Manish, on the oth-
er hand, lost 2-3 to local 
favourite Harry Garside, 
again on a split decision. 
Both the boxers gave their 
all in the bouts but could 
not get the judges' nod.

Gold Coast, April 14 (IANS): 
World No.3 P.V Sindhu set up 
an all-Indian women's sin-
gles final with World No.12 
Saina Nehwal in women's 
badminton competition at 
the 21st Commonwealth 
Games here on Saturday. 

While Sindhu thrashed 
Canada's Michelle Li in 
straight games 21-18, 21-8 
in the semi-final, Saina over-
came a stiff contest from 
Scotland's Kirsty Gilmour 
winning by 21-14, 18-21, 21-
17, and set her date with her 
compartriot in the summit 
clash on Sunday. 

Sindhu started with a 
slender 11-10 lead midway 
into her first game against 
the Canadian, before ex-
tending to 14-11 and then to 
19-15. The Indian, however 
allowed the Canadian to 

sneak in a few points to-
wards the end but managed 
to wrest back the lead and 
clinch the tie in 22 minutes.

The second game wit-
nessed a complete domina-
tion from the Rio Olympics 
silver medallist, breezing 
away with a 11-4 lead at the 
break before stretching her 
lead to 18-8 and eventually 
closing the contest in mere 
14 minutes. Earlier, London 
bronze medallist Saina de-
feated the World No.18 Scot-
tish 21-14, 18-21, 21-17 in a 
pulsating semi-final contest 
that lasted for an hour and 
five minutes. Saina opened 
up a 5-0 lead early in the first 
game before Kirsty managed 
to open her account to trail 
8-11 midway. Coming back, 
there was no stopping the 
Indian who raced to a 17-13 

lead before closing the game 
in 21 minutes.

The second game also 
started on similar lines with 
Saina opening up with a 4-0 
lead before stretching it fur-
ther to 11-3 at the breath-
er. Saina continued her 
domination in the second 
half but Kirsty came back 
strongly to square things 
at 15-15.  From there on, 
Kirsty never looked back 
and managed to lead for 
the first time at 18-17 be-
fore closing the game in 
23 minutes. In the decider, 
Saina gathered herself to 
surge ahead with a 7-2 lead 
before Kirsty reduced the 
deficit to trail 7-11 midway. 
Coming back, Saina never 
allowed the Scottish girl to 
settle down and closed the 
affair in 24 minutes.

Mumbai, April 14 (IANS): 
Riding on opener Jason 
Roy's (91 not out) scintil-
lating knock against three-
time champions Mumbai 
Indians, Delhi Daredevils 
registered their maiden win 
in the ongoing editon of the 
Indian Premier League (IPL) 
at the Wankhede stadium 
here on Saturday.

Chasing a mammoth 
195-run target, the match 
went down to the final ball, 
however, Roy held his nerve 
to hand his side a thrilling 
victory. Needing 11 off the 
final over, Roy hit a cover 
drive for four in the first ball 
followed by a six over fine 
leg. He however, missed the 
next four deliveries making 
it a one-run, one-ball affair.

He finally took a single 
off the final ball to help 
Delhi complete a thrilling 
seven-wicket win against 
Mumbai.

Roy forged some crucial 
partnerships with other 

Gold Coast, April 14 (PTI): 
Indian boxing legend M C 
Mary Kom, who claimed a 
gold medal on debut at the 
Commonwealth Games, 
will be India's flag-bearer 
at the event's closing cer-
emony in Gold Coast on 
Sunday.

The 35-year-old five-
time world champion, 
who is also an Olympic 
bronze-medallist, claimed 
her maiden CWG gold after 
beating Northern Ireland's 
Kristina O'Hara in the light 
flyweight (48kg) final on 
Saturday.

"This is the first time I 
will be India's flag-bearer 
in an event like this. I don't 
know if I deserve it but I am 

certainly very proud of it," 
Mary Kom told PTI.

The five-time Asian 
champion has claimed 
three gold medals in the 
last five months, starting 
with the Asian Champion-
ships in Vietnam.

The boxer also cleared 
the air on the wrong spell-
ing of her name being 
used by the organisers. Her 
name has ben spelt Mery 
instead of Mary.

"Actually it is Mary but 
because my passport has 
the spelling Mery, the or-
ganisers have gone with 
that spelling. I will be get-
ting it corrected once I am 
done with the Games and 
back in India," she said.

Gold Coast, April 14 (IANS): Indian 
wrestlers did the nation proud as 
Sumit Malik won the 125 kilogram 
freestyle title while Vinesh Phogat 
took women's 50kg gold at the 21st 
Commonwealth Games here on 
Saturday. Sumit won all his four 
bouts in the Nordic (round robin) 
format to emerge champion. Korey 
Jarvis of Canada got the silver while 
Pakistan's Tayab Raza took the 
bronze. Among the women, Vinesh 
won gold in the 50kg competition 
as she ended at the top of the stand-
ings at the end of the Nordic format. 

Vinesh defeated Miesinnei 
Genesis of Nigeria, Rupinder Kaur 
of Australia and Canada's Jessica 
MacDonald. 

India got another medal when 

Somveer bagged bronze in the 
men's 86kg division. Somveer de-
feated Alexander Moore of Canada 
7-3 in the play-off for the bronze 
medal. Rio Olympics medallist 
Sakshi Malik took the bronze medal 
in the women's 62kg category.

Sumit had started his campaign 
with a victory over Cameroon's 
Claude Mbianga who had to pull 
out of the bout due to an injury. 
Mbianga had picked up the injury 
during his previous bout against 
Jarvis. The Indian beat Jarvis in his 
second bout. It was an absorbing 
contest between two wrestlers 
who matched each other in both 
strength and technique.

The Canadian took the first 
point with a push-out which gave 

him a 1-0 lead at the break. The 
contest came alive in the second 
round as both wrestlers picked up 
the tempo. The Indian displayed 
impressive strength and technique 
to take the lead with a two-point 
takedown before pulling off a four-
point move. Although Jarvis picked 
up three more points in the sec-
ond period, it did not prove to be 
enough. Sumit then thrashed Raza 
10-4 to keep himself on track for 
the gold medal. Sumit was gifted a 
walkover by Sinivie Boltic of Nigeria 
in his last bout which handed him 
the title. Meanwhile, Vinesh beat 
off a tough challenge from Genesis 
to win her opening bout 6-5. She 
had taken a 4-1 lead at the break. 
But the Nigerian staged a strong 

comeback by picking up four points 
in the second round. The Haryana 
wrestler then outclassed Kaur by 
technical superiority to become the 
top contender for the gold. Vinesh 
had taken a 10-0 lead by the middle 
of the first round.

She had another easy outing 
against Jessica, taking a 13-3 lead in 
the second period which gave her a 
victory by technical superiority and 
the gold. In the men's 86kg com-
petition, Somveer had started his 
campaign with a comfortable vic-
tory over Taebontangaroa Kookoo 
of Kiribati in the first round.

Somveer had taken a 4-0 lead 
in the opening round of that bout 
before pinning his opponent to the 
mat to win by fall.
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batters which helped Delhi 
taste success in their third 
match of the season.

While he shared a 50-
run partnership with skip-
per Gautam Gambhir (15) 
for the opening wicket, the 

opener also stitched a cru-
cial 69 and 60-run part-
nership with Rishabh Pant 
(47) and Shreyas Iyer (27) 
respectively. For Mumbai, 
left-arm spinner Krunal 
Pandya bagged couple of 

wickets for 21 runs while 
left-arm pacer Mustafizur 
Rahman scalped one for 25.

Earlier, put in to bat, 
Mumbai was off to a flying 
start as openers Suryaku-
mar Yadav and Evin Lewis 

put a 102-run opening part-
nership. While Suryakumar 
smashed 53 off 32, Lewis 
hit a quick 28-ball 48, com-
prised of four six and as 
many boundaries. Leggie 
Rahul Tewatia struck in 
the ninth and 11th over to 
get rid off the two in-form 
openers.

After their fall, wick-
etkeeper-batsman Ishan 
Kishan and skipper Rohit 
Sharma (18) shared a crucial 
57-run stand for the third 
wicket, which helped the 
host to cross 150-run mark.

Apart from Ishan, who 
played quick-fire cameo 
of 23-ball 44, and Rohit, no 
other Mumbai batter was 
able to survive for long and 
went back cheaply to finish 
at 194/7 in their allotted 20 
overs. For Delhi, pacer Dan-
iel Christian, Tewatia and 
pacer Trent Boult bagged 
two wicket apiece while 
spinner Shabaz Nadeem 
scalped one.

Seville, April 14 (PTI/AFP): 
Sevilla overcame a red card, 
missed penalty and 2-0 defi-
cit against Villarreal on April 
14 to seal a valuable point in 
the race for Europa League 
qualification.

Wissam Ben Yedder was 
booked twice, each time for 
dissent, eight minutes after 

coming on as a second-haf 
substitute, with Sevilla al-
ready trailing to Dani Raba's 
strike nine minutes before 
the interval.

When Carlos Bacca then 
put Villarreal two up at the 
Ramon Sanchez Pizjuan, 
10-man Sevilla looked dead 
and buried, particularly 

when Nolito missed a pen-
alty with 15 minutes left.

Villarreal's Jaume Costa, 
however, had been sent off 
for his protests against the 
spot-kick and, with both 
teams a man down, Sevilla 
added a dramatic finish to a 
pulsating contest.

Nolito made amends for 
his earlier error by convert-
ing from close range and, 
in the 82nd minute, Steven 
Nzonzi grabbed a brilliant 
equaliser, his stunning long-
range shot bending inside 
the bottom corner for 2-2.

The draw means Sevilla 
stay a point behind sixth-
placed Villarreal in La Liga 
and five adrift of Real Betis 
in fifth.

Despite his late strike, 
however, Nzonzi told beIN 
Sports: "We had to win, we 
didn't win so we are not 
happy.


