
The Take One team (Left to right) Megotsolie Dolie, Sesino Yhoshu and Neithonuo Tungoe.

Neiphiu Rio

Traders and local residents hold placards and shout slogans during a protest against the rape and 
murder of 8-year-old girl of Kathua, in Srinagar on Friday.
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Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 13 (EMN): 
The ‘story’ continues to be 
told. After winning the dis-
tinguished Golden Beaver 
Award at the 7th National 
Science Film Festival in 
2017, ‘The Pangti Story’, a 
26-minute film about a vil-
lage's conservation efforts, 
has gone on to win the Best 
Environment Film (non-
feature film) at the 65th Na-
tional Film Awards which 
were announced on Friday 
at New Delhi.  The docu-
mentary was directed by 
Kohima-based filmmaker 
Sesino Yhoshü.

The National  Fi lm 
Awards, put together by 
the Directorate of Film Fes-
tivals, will be presented 
by the President of India 
Ramnath Kovind on May 
3 at an award ceremony in 
New Delhi. 

The makers of ‘The Pan-
gti Story’ will be receiving 
the award alongside big 
names in the Indian film 
industry. Bollywood greats 
Vinod Khanna and Sridevi 
Kapoor have been posthu-
mously honoured with the 
Dadasaheb Phalke and Best 
Actress Award, in that order.

‘The Pangti Story’ is an 
offshoot of a personal admi-
ration that a village of hunt-
ers could come together to 
become conservationists, 
says Sesino, who leads a 
production team, the Take 
One Production. 

A lot has been said and 
written about the Amur 
Falcons, the migratory birds 
that come to roost in Naga-
land every year, specifically 
in the forested regions of 
Pangti village in Wokha dis-
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NSF tells govt. to monitor coaching institutes Quacks practising medicine great 
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Maneka Gandhi proposes death penalty for rape of children below 12 yrs
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The glow of one warm 
thought is to me worth 

more than money.

~ Thomas Jefferson
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Mirror Takes

If we were locals we would have 
been featured on social media 
so many times for dignity of 

labour now... We'd be famous. 

~ Arien

Shooter Anish Bhanwala  
wins CWG gold   |  P12

Pakistan SC disqualifies 
Nawaz Sharif for life  | P9

Billie Joe Armstrong posts songs 
from new longshot project  |  P10

trict, from Siberia to South 
Africa via India and back. 
The village has gained acco-
lades for its effort to protect 
the annual aerial visitors. 
But what most people are 
not aware is that for Pangti 
villagers, it is not just a story 
of hunters who became 
protectors, but a struggle in 
their having to deviate from 
a major livelihood source. 

‘The Pangti Story’ ex-
plores the story about what 
brought down figures of 
over 15,000 birds being 
killed every day before 2012 
then, to zero killing.  in con-
junction with the transition 
of an entire village from one 
that slaughtered thousands 
of the winged visitors to 
becoming a most fervent 
preservationist. 

The film highlights how 
in 2012 Nagaland made 
global news for the wrong 

reasons: thousands of the 
small raptors were being 
mercilessly hunted. A mas-
sive campaign to save these 
birds was launched. The 
film talks about how Pangti 
transformed from a killing 
field into a safe haven for 
the birds within a span of 
two years.

The main subjects of 
the documentary are the 
people who saw and ex-
perienced the transition, 
reflecting on what it took 
to bring the massive falcon 
harvest to a halt. It focuses 
on the stories and people 
who made history. The film 
reveals also how, despite 
various accolades, Pangti 
villagers are still struggling 
for an alternative means to 
earn livelihood. 

The film, a presenta-
tion of the Public Service 
Broadcasting Trust (PSBT) 

also features the accounts 
of those who have been 
instrumental in bringing 
about the change in Pan-
gti since 2012. They include 
Bano Haralu, the manag-
ing trustee of Nagaland 
Wildlife and Biodiversity 
Conservation; Steve Odyuo 
of a group called the Natu-
ral Nagas; Pangti village 
council's leader (2012-16) 
Ronchamo Shitiri; and now 
retired Principal Chief Con-
servator of Forests of Naga-
land M Lokeswara Rao.

Speaking to Eastern 
Mirror after the national 
awards were announced on 
Friday, an elated Sesino said 
she was ‘totally taken by 
surprise’ by the recognition. 

“I am so humbled and 
so grateful to God. When 
our producer from PSBT 
contacted us earlier for an 
entry for the film awards, I 

Dimapur, April 13 (EMN): 
Expressing concern at the 
‘unregulated functioning’ of 
coaching centres in Naga-
land, the Naga Students’ Fed-
eration (NSF) has asked the 
state government to introduce 
mechanisms to monitor such 
centres. 

In a representation to the 
chief secretary of Nagaland, 
the NSF stated that there was 
‘no proper guideline of func-
tioning and no mechanism to 

monitor the fee structure’ of 
the ‘mushrooming coaching 
institutes in the state.’ 

The NSF submitted four 
suggestions to the chief sec-
retary: strict verification of 
existing coaching institutes; 
criteria for establishing new 
coaching institutes; fees 
should be charged according 
to facilities available to stu-
dents; and institutes should 
be located in environments 
‘conducive for studying.’ 

New Delhi, April 13 (IANS): 
The Supreme Court on Fri-
day expressed concern that 
a number of quacks prac-
ticing medicine are play-
ing with the lives of people 
and posing a great risk to 
society. "A number of un-
qualified, untrained quacks 

Dimapur, April 13 (EMN): 
Governor PB Acharya has 
suggested adopting water 
harvesting (letting accumu-
late and storing rainwater 
for reuse) method in Na-
galand. To encourage citi-
zens to adopt this method, 
he has announced 50% 
cost subsidy for a 1000 litre 
water tank within Kohima 
town for the first 20 ap-
plicants. 

This was informed 
through a press release 
from the Raj Bhavan on 
Friday. According to the 
governor, the Raj Bhavan 
will procure the water tanks 
and once the applicants 
have ‘made all arrange-
ments to set up the water 
tank at their home or office’ 
the storage will be ‘released’ 
at subsidised prices.

“Governor Acharya stat-
ed that rainwater was the 
need of the hour. Making 

the switch to an eco-friend-
ly rainwater harvesting sys-
tem is neither complicated 
nor time-consuming and 
will result in a wide range 
of benefits for one’s home 
or business, he added,” the 
press release read. 

It informed that the gov-
ernor had discussed the 
issue with Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio on April 12 at 
the Raj Bhavan. “He stated 
that under his initiative, 
Raj Bhavan is on the verge 
of completing a 1.5 lakh 
litres water harvesting res-
ervoir. The governor also 
mentioned that water tanks 
have been put in various 
locations of the Raj Bhavan 
compound to harvest rain 
water. 

“Governor Acharya 
opined that since most 
parts of the state see rain-
fall for six months or more, 
rain water harvesting will 

be beneficial for the people. 
He encouraged citizens 
to set up water tanks and 
harvest the rain water to 
address the water scarcity 
problem in the state. Ap-
plication for the subsidy 
can be submitted to the 
Governor’s Secretariat, Raj 
Bhavan Kohima. One can 
contact (0370) 2245789 dur-
ing office hours for further 
details,” the press release 
stated. 

Also, the governor told 
the chief minister about his 
meeting with representa-
tives of the Gayatri Project 
Limited concerning issues 
of completion of the four-
lane road on time. He was 
said to have requested the 
construction firm to submit 
weekly reports of progress 
to his office. Acharya has 
urged Rio to ‘ensure basic 
amenities for the labours 
working at the site,’ it stated.  

Kohima, April 13 (PTI): The 
negotiating parties have 
resolved the "contentious 
matters" related to the age-
old Naga political issue, 
but the "symbolic matters" 
continue to be a "stumbling 
block" in arriving at a final 
solution, Nagaland Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio said 
today.

"What I am aware of is 
that the contentious issues, 
such as 'Naga integration', 
have been resolved, but the 
symbolic issues are the ac-
tual stumbling block," Rio 
told reporters outside the 
State Civil Secretariat.

To a question on "Naga 
integration", Rio said the 
Centre has made it clear 
that Nagas have the "le-
gitimate right" to be inte-
grated, but a democratic 
process has to be followed.

"I am not going into 
details, but when one says 
symbolic issues it may re-
fer to flags and passport," 
he said.

Apart from the NSCN 
(M), six other Naga na-
tionalist political groups 
(NNPGs) have joined the 
dialogue last year. With the 
NNPGs joining the talks 
now, all Naga groups need 

New Delhi, April 13 (PTI): 
Disturbed over the rape 
and murder of an eight-
year-old girl in Kathua in 
the Jammu region, Union 
minister Maneka Gandhi 
has asked her department 
to work on a proposal to 
amend the POCSO law to 
bring in the provision of 
death penalty for the rape 
of a minor below the age of 
12 years.

In the present Protec-
tion of Children Against 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) 
Act, there is no provision 
for capital punishment with 
the maximum sentence be-
ing life imprisonment for 
penetrative sexual assault 
as well aggravated penetra-
tive sexual assault.

The Women and Chil-
dren Development (WCD) 
minister has now proposed 
that rape of any child below 
the age of 12 years could 
lead to the death penalty, 
WCD officials said.

"I have been deeply, 
deeply disturbed by the 
rape case in Kathua and 
all the recent rape cases 
that have happened on 
children. I and the (women 
and child development) 
ministry intend to bring an 
amendment to the POCSO 

thought, ‘How can we win 
a national award?’.....To-
day, we feel so humbled 
and grateful,” she said. The 
young filmmaker and a 
mother of two said also 
that the award was a great 
boost for her team as well 
as for aspiring filmmakers. 
She said her team’s research 
work to Pangti had been 
‘very enlightening’ and as-
serted that the process of 
conservation and educating 
children about conserva-
tion should continue.

“I’m elated, humbled 
and so grateful to god. This 
is such a huge boost and 
encouragement for us. We 
hope to continue telling 
stories of ordinary people 
with extraordinary stories!” 
said Neithonuo Tungoe, the 
editor of The Pangti Story. 

“This (film) was a con-
certed effort of our small 
team. We gave our best and 
we did it! I’m very happy,” 
was what Megotsolie Dolie, 
Take One's cinematogra-
pher had to say about win-
ning the national awards. 

The makers of The Pan-
gti Story will be honoured 
with the Silver Lotus Award 
(Rajat Kamal) and a cash 
prize. The entries for the 
award were judged by emi-
nent filmmaker Shekhar 
Kapur who led the feature 
film central panel and 
Nakul Kamte leading the 
non-feature film category. 
Gauthami, Imtiaz Hus-
sain, lyricist Mehboob, P 
Sheshadri, Aniruddha Roy 
Chowdhury, Ranjit Das, 
Rajesh Mapuskar, Tripurari 
Sharma, and Rumi Jaffrey 
were the other members of 
the jury.

Act asking for death penalty 
for rape of children below 
12 years," Maneka Gandhi 
was heard saying in a video, 
which was uploaded on 
Twitter.

The minor girl in the 
Kathua case, who belonged 
to the minority nomadic 
community, had disap-
peared from near her home 
in the forests next to a vil-
lage in Kathua, 90 km from 
here, on January 10.

A week later, her body 
was found in the same area, 
and medical examination 
pointed towards sexual 
assault.

During initial investiga-
tions, the police arrested a 
juvenile. Later, the case was 
transferred to the Jammu 
and Kashmir Police's Crime 
Branch.

Two Special Police Of-
ficers (SPOs) and later, an-
other five people, including 

a former revenue official 
and the alleged conspirator, 
who surrendered before the 
Special Investigation Team, 
were arrested.

The Crime Branch, 
which probed the rape and 
killing of the girl, had filed a 
main charge sheet against 
seven people and a sepa-
rate charge sheet against 
the juvenile in a court in 
Kathua district earlier this 
week.

Jammu has been on 
tenterhooks since the bru-
tal incident. The bar as-
sociations have been op-
posing the action against 
the accused, alleging that 

the minority Dogras were 
being targeted.

Lawyers took to the 
streets shouting slogans 
and trying to block the road 
outside the court where the 

charge sheets were filed. 
The court has fixed the next 
date of hearing on April 
16 when the case would 
be committed to sessions 
court for trial.

New Delhi, April 13 (IANS): Speaking 
for the first time over the shocking rape-
murder of a minor in Jammu and Kash-
mir and the rape of another minor in 
Uttar Pradesh, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday said such incidents have 
shamed the country and assured that 
justice will be done and culprits won't 
be allowed to escape.

"The incidents that are in discussion 
in the country for the last two days do 
not reflect good for any civilised coun-
try. This is shameful," Modi said after 
widespread outrage over the incidents 
in Kathua in Jammu and Kashmir and 
Unnao district in Uttar Pradesh.

"It's an insult to freedom fighters 
who gave their lives for the independ-
ence of this country. We are all ashamed 
as a society, as a country," Modi said, 
speaking at the inauguration of the 
Ambedkar National Memorial here.

"Such incidents in any part of the 
country or a state shake humanity. I want 
to assure the country that no culprit will 

escape. Justice will be done and it will be 
complete justice. The daughters will get 
justice. We all will have to join hands and 
remove this evil from the society." 

In January, an eight-year-old girl 
went missing while grazing horses in 
Rassana forest in Kathua. A week later, 
her raped and battered body was re-
covered. Investigations revealed she 
was held captive in a temple and was 
sedated before being repeatedly raped 
and murdered.

In Unnao, a 17-year-old was raped 
last year allegedly by BJP MLA Kuldeep 
Sengar, who has been named in a CBI 
FIR and was questioned on Friday. The 
incident came to light after the victim 
tried to set herself ablaze outside Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath's residence on 
Sunday.

The family has alleged that the police 
refused to file an FIR. The victim's father 
died after being allegedly beaten by the 
MLA's brother and aides at a police sta-
tion. 

are posing a great risk to 
the entire society and 
playing with the lives of 
people," said a bench of 
Justice R.K. Agrawal and 
Justice Mohan M. Shan-
tanagoudar. 

"People having no 
recognised and approved 
qualifications, having lit-
tle knowledge about the 

indigenous medicines 
are becoming medical 
practitioners and playing 
with the lives of thou-
sands and millions of 
people. Sometimes such 
quacks commit blunders 
and precious lives are 
lost. The government has 
been vigilant all along to 
stop such quackery."

to make joint efforts to 
come up with a solution, 
Rio said.

The Centre's represent-
ative and the Naga groups 
had initially decided to re-
solve all differences before 
the recently held Assembly 
elections, Rio said, adding 
that now, there is no cer-
tainty over the time they 
might take to "come to an 
understanding".

If the negotiating par-
ties want a solution, they 
should "sort out the pos-
sibilities", the CM claimed.

Asked whether any so-
lution to the Naga political 
problem would be accept-
able without the involve-
ment of NSCN (K), another 
Naga group based in Myan-
mar, Rio said, "I am not the 
authority to speak about 
the matter." 

"I strongly feel that Na-
gas in India, spread across 
four states, should come 
together and Myanmar Na-
gas should seek a separate 
settlement." One country 
cannot take decisions for 
another country, he added.
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RMSA teachers told to shoulder 
tasks with seriousness

Nagaland’s Congress lights 
candle for rape victims

Adieu at Kohima Science College

FGN expels member

Health fair concludes at Zhuikhu village

Governor wishes peace to Assamese, 
Malayali, and Punjabi communities

New museum to give students 
a view into the ancient

Agri. shows way to growing oyster  mushrooms 

Kiruphema inaugurates high school

WFDA conducts seminar

A resource person addressing the gathering during the training at the NBSE in Kohima.

Officials, personnel, and participants take a break for the lens during the seminar that was conducted about forest development.

A Naga woman holds a candle during a memorial in Dimapur on 
Friday.

Wonthungo Tsopoe and others during the inauguration of the government high school at Kiruphema  in 
Kohima on April 12.Medical personnel examining a patient during the health fair at 

Zhuikhu village in Dimapur.

Visitors to the new museum browse through some of the items on 
display, at the Sao Chang Government College in Tuensang. 

Dimapur VDB association convenes  
meeting  
The Village Development Board association of Dimapur 
called for an emergency meeting on April 14 at 2 pm 
at its President residence in Purana Bazar. According 
to a press release from the association, the meeting 
have been set to deliberate on the issue of misusing 
MGNREGA fund by its Principal Secretary, Rural 
Development. All its executive members, sixth block 
President and General Secretary were informed to 
attend the meeting. 

Rongali Bihu greetings
The Assamese community of Nagaland has conveyed 
Rongali Bihu greetings. A press release from the Art of 
Living, Nagaland on Friday had wished happy New Year 
to all on the eve of Rongali Bihu

NLSA to conduct meeting
The Nagaland Legal Service Authority will be holding 
its consultative meeting of master trainers, trainers, 
retainer lawyers and state panel lawyers on April 14 
at Cimorb hotel conference hall in Kohima. Director-
General of Police, Nagaland, Rupin Sharma will be the 
chief guest of the meeting.

Wokha unit of Anta to meet 
The Wokha unit of All Nagaland Taxi Association will 
hold its general meet on April 15 at 2:00 pm at its 
office in Wokha. A press release from the association 
had informed all its executive members to attend the 
meeting. An imposition of INR 1000 will be charged 
from the absentee. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, April 13 (EMN): 
A training programme for 
newly recruited secondary 
teachers of the Rashtriya 
Madhyamik Shiksha Ab-
hiyan was conducted   in 
the office of the Nagaland 
Board of School Education 
(NBSE)  on April 10.

The chairman of the 
NBSE, Asano Sekhose, 
issued a press release on 
Friday informing about 
the event. 

Pheluopfelie Kesiezie,  
the resource person of the 
day, spoke about respon-
sibilities of a teacher. He 

urged them to shoulder 
their responsibilities with 
‘seriousness,’ and be a 
‘committed’ teacher.

Kesiezie spoke about  
what he called the ‘five 
cardinals of teaching’ also 
called the 5H.  The ‘5H,’ he 
explained, were- heart of 

good character; head–aca-
demic intelligenc; hand–to 
do practical; humour–to 
make the classroom lively; 
and humility–concern, 
love, and respect for stu-
dents. 

Talking about the 
educational system be-

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 21.4 12.6 13.7 79 12.4

ZBT 18.1 11.3 16 94 10.4

MON 27 18 15.8 90 15

TUENSANG 18 15 13.1 88 11.1

MKG 24.1 11.2 3.9 29 2.4

PHEK 21.4 14 14.1 84 12

KIPHIRE 25 13.4 15.7 98 8

SECHÜ ZUBZA 23 15 17.6 81 25.2

TSEMINYU 25.8 14.8 15.9 78 21.4

JALUKIE 29 22 20.4 100 24.2

MANGKOLEMBA 24.6 17.2 18.6 89 15.2

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

ing practiced in some 
advanced countries, he 
said that teachers must 
become a role model for  
students in all aspects. 

Another resource per-
son, Hovithal Sothu from 
the Administrative Train-
ing Institute discussed  
matters about the Naga-
land Government Servant 
Conduct Rules (NGSCR) of 
1968. He gave a discourse 
to the participants about 
the NGSCR ‘thoroughly.’

 Sothu urged the teach-
ers to take their jobs as a 
‘mission in transforming 
the lives’ of students. He 
asked the teachers to per-
form with ‘utmost integrity 
and devotion.’

Likewise, additional 
secretary of the NBSE Ran-
gumbuing Nsarangbe, ex-
plained about the boards’ 
examination reforms, 
grading system, and con-
tinuous and comprehen-
sive evaluation. 

Settings to developing 
the blueprint of a question 
paper were some  of the 
topics that were discussed 
at the event. 

were shielded while the 
victims and their families 
have borne the brunt of 
an indifferent govern-
ment machinery”.

During the event, the 
NPCC President K Therie 
said that crimes against 
“our daughters, sisters and 
mothers have increased 
after the BJP has come to 
power.” He was reported 
as saying that the RSS cad-
res ‘do not empathise with 
women and are largely 
insensitive to their prob-
lems’.

“Therie said the na-
tion’s daughters, sisters 
and mothers have been 
objectified under BJP’s 
rule and criminals respon-
sible for the atrocities on 
women are shielded while 
the victims are further vic-
timised,” it stated. 

Therie expressed con-
cern for the safety of Naga 
and NE women studying 
and living in different parts 
of the country and de-
manded the state govern-
ment assure their safety 
and security, it stated. The-
rie urged the state govern-
ment and civil society to 
raise their voices against 
the crimes committed on 
women across the nation.

The event concluded 
with a mass prayer for vic-
tims and for the safety of 
women across the nation, 
it informed.

Dimapur, April 13 (EMN): 
Nagaland’s Governor PB 
Acharya has conveyed 
greetings marking Bihu, 
Vishu and Baisakhi fes-
tivals, to the Assamese, 
Malayali, and the Punjabi 
community in the state.

A message from the 
Raj Bhavan conveyed the 
wishes to the communi-
ties on Friday.

In the message the gov-
ernor stated that the  festi-
vals shall be a ‘harbinger 
of a new dawn.’ He hoped 
for warm and harmonious 
relationship, peace, pros-
perity and progress in the 
state. These festivals are 
cultural identities of differ-
ent states and should keep 

them alive, the governor 
added.

The celebration of 
these festivals would ‘re-
inforce love and goodwill’ 
among the people, he stat-
ed. It will strengthen the 
bond of unity, and broth-
erhood among them. He 
also encouraged them to 
take a pledge for a ‘swachh 
(clean), samriddhi (pros-
perity), and shashakt 
Bharat (forceful country).’

‘The festivals celebra-
tion will strengthen the 
age-old friendship and 
camaraderie among the 
people cutting across eth-
nicity, caste, creed and 
religion in the state,’ the 
governor added.

Kohima, April 13 (EMN): 
A government high school 
at Kiruphema in Kohima 
has been inaugurated on 
Thur. April 12. The school 
was inaugurated by the 
director of school educa-
tion Wothungo Tsopoe. 

A press release issued 
to the media on Friday 

stated that Tsopoe urged 
the teachers to be sincere 
and dedicated. Also, he 
challenged the parents 
to take equal responsibil-
ity in bringing up their 
children.

The programme was 
presided over by the 
headmaster of the school  

Vizolie Chücha.
A host of officers from 

the department of School 
Education attended the 
programme. Besides, of-
ficers from other depart-
ments in the area, the vil-
lage’s leaders, elders, and 
parents of the students 
attended the programme.

Dimapur, April 13 (EMN): The de-
partment of Agriculture conducted a 
training programme about “technique 
of  oyster mushroom cultivation” on 
April 11 at Yanpha village in Wokha for 
the women of self help groups (SHG), 
a press release from the department 
informed on Friday.

The press release stated that the pro-
gramme was presided by Agriculture In-
spector Longshithung Lotha. The sub-
divisional agriculture officer of Wokha 
Rosemary Ezung was the resource 
person. According to the press release, 

Ezung spoke and gave demonstration 
on how to cultivate oyster mushroom 
for nutritional support and income 
generation. Ezung said that mushroom 
contains protein, iron, zinc, potassium, 
calcium, folic acid, and vitamins which 
is beneficial for health. Also she said 
that mushroom is in high demand in 
today’s market which could be a good 
source of income, the release said.

 Altogether, 20 members from Jerry 
SHG, Yanpha village; Thenyata SHG, 
Liphanyan village; and three officials 
attended the training.

Dimapur, April 13 (EMN): 
The students and faculty of 
Kohima Science College at 
Jotsoma bid adieu to their 
senior students on April 10. 

A press release on 
Friday informed that the 
programme started with 
the  students singing the 
college’s  anthem. Accord-
ing to the press note the 

departing  students deliv-
ered speeches during the 
programme.

The press release in-
formed that the additional 
district commissioner of 
Kohima KL Kiusumong 
Tikhir attended the occa-
sion as the guest speak-
er.  In his address, Tikhir 
wished the departing stu-

dents the very best in their 
future endeavors. He ad-
vised the students to be 
successful persons and 
to contribute to the soci-
ety. According to the up-
dates, Tikhir concluded his 
speech by saying, “Always 
set high standards in life. 
Do not let circumstances 
control you.” 

Dimapur, April 13 (EMN): 
A health mela which was 
conducted by the depart-
ment of Health & Family 
Welfare concluded at Zhu-
ikhu village in Dimapur on 
April 12.  

A press release in-
formed on Friday that 

during the mela, doctors 
from various health pro-
grammes such as Uni-
versal  Immunization 
Programme, National Lep-
rosy Eradication Program, 
National Programme for 
Control of Blindness, Re-
vised National TB Control 

Dimapur, April 13 (EMN): 
The deputy commission-
er of Tuensang L Jamith-
ung Lotha inaugurated a  
cultural museum at  the 
Sao Chang Government 
College in the district on 
April 12.

Updates from the 
institution on Monday 
informed about the inau-
gural function. 

The main objective 
of the museum is to ‘en-
courage participatory cul-

ture’ from which students  
may learn about various 
cultural showpieces and 
speak about  creative arts, 
the press release stated. 
The college has invited 
citizens to display their 
artwork in the museum. 
It was informed that the 
museum was set up as 
an initiative of the col-
lege’s history department, 
members of faculty, and 
supervision of the princi-
pal, it was informed. 

Dimapur, April 13 (EMN): 
The FGN on Friday  re-
moved from ‘service’ one 
of its members, a Kekong 
Yim from Huker Village, 
with immediate effect.

A press note from the 

group informed on Friday 
that the discharged or-
der was necessitated. The 
group alleged that Yim  
had been ‘forcefully col-
lecting taxes’ for ‘his own 
vested interest’ bringing 

‘shame and disgrace’ to 
the ‘Naga army and the  
government.’ The ‘order’ 
has been taken in compli-
ance with Naga army rules 
and  regulations, the press 
release added. 

Dimapur, April 13 (EMN): The 
Wokha Forest Development Agency 
(WFDA) organized a seminar for 
Joint Forest Management Commit-
tees (JFMC) and frontline person-
nel of Wokha forest division at the 
community hall of forest colony in 
Wokha. The programme was based 
on “National Afforestation Pro-
gramme and role of JFMC.” 

A press release from the agency 
informed that the programme was 
attended by more than 100 par-
ticipants which saw enthusiastic 

participation from the villagers as 
well as the forest officials.

The press release stated that 
the awards for the best performing 
JFMC and Ranges were given during 
the seminar. According to the press 
release Alikhum village JFMC won 
the best performing JFMC award 
while Longsachung village JFMC 
was the runner-up; Merapani range 
won the best performing range 
award for their efforts towards pro-
tection of purchased lands while 
Wokha range received the runner-

up award for protection of Mt. Tiyi.
According to the press release 

a powerpoint presentation on the 
role of JFMC was given by Pun-
seni Khing, RFO Merapani Range. 
Khing spoke about the important 
roles and responsibilities of the 
JFMC with regard to joint forest 
management as well as biodiversity 
conservation, intelligence sharing 
or combating other challenges like 
human-elephant conflict and forest 
fires together with forest depart-
ment. 

Dimapur, April 13 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Pradesh 
Congress Committee 
(NPCC) organised a ‘can-
dlelight vigil’ at the office 
of its Dimapur unit on 
Friday evening “on the 
issue of violence against 
women across the country 
that continues unabated 
under the patronage of 
BJP government.”

An NPCC press release 
stated that its general 
secretary, GK Zhimomi 
informed the gathering 
about the cases of vio-
lence against women “that 
have rocked the nation 
and highlighted the re-
cent Unnao and Kathua 
rape cases where instead 
of delivering justice to 
the victims, the accused 

Program,  National Vec-
tor Borne Disease Con-
trol Programme, AYUSH,  
DAPCU, Non-Commu-
nicable Diseases, general 
medical officers and lab 
technicians were present 
to examine the patients. 

According to the press 
release a total of 304 pa-
tients availed the service 
provided during the health 
mela. Medicines were dis-
tributed and compensa-
tions were given to those 
beneficiaries opting for 
permanent and tempo-
rary methods of family 
planning. 

The press release stat-
ed that the GB of Zhuikhu 
village SG Hollo expressed 
gratitude to the depart-
ment for organizing the 
mela in their village and 
requested for repair and 
renovation of PHC build-
ing and staff quarters. 
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Scouts and guides from Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh, and Nagaland at the inaugural ceremony of a camping event on Fri. April 13 at the Don 
Bosco ground in Dimapur.  
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Members of Peace Channel with students of Little Angel School during the leadership training programme in Wokha.

S Pangnyu Phom speaking during the departmental meeting in the 
directorate of the H&FW’s conference hall in Kohima  April 13.

Mmhonlumo Kikon, centre, and officials of the IT&C interact during the meeting on April 12.

Rovilato Mor, right, addressing the press conference in the chief 
secretary’s conference hall in Kohima on April 13.

Kikon hopes to take IT 
dept. to place of leadership

Don Bosco hosts ‘Camporee’ for region’s scouts and guides 

Students told they can be agents of peace 

Nagaland to observe ‘Gram Swaraj Abhiyan’ from April 14

Dimapur, April 13 
(EMN): The department 
of Information Technol-
ogy & Communication 
(IT&C) hosted what it 
called an “introductory 
meeting” with its advisor 
Mmhonlumo Kikon, on 
April 12.

Updates from the 
DIPR on Friday informed 
about the event. Com-
missioner-Secretary K D 

Vizo congratulated the 
advisor and said the leg-
islator’s leadership and 
experience, the depart-
ment would benefit from 
various activities and 
‘bring a change.’

Addressing the staff 
and officers of the depart-
ment, Kikon expressed 
said he was happy to be 
a part of the department. 
‘If we do well, we have the 

future in our hands,’ he 
told his new department. 

With failure and ex-
perience along the way, 
Kikon said, the depart-
ment should be ready to 
embrace a ‘better future’ 
ahead. He was optimistic 
that its staff and officers 
would work sincerely for 
Nagaland.

‘If the department 
is to implement half of 

Dimapur, April 13 
(EMN): Local resource 
group the Peace Chan-
nel conducted a capac-
ity building programme 
for students at the Don 
Bosco Higher Second-
ary School in Dimapur 
on April 6. The objective 
of the programme was 
to impart ‘peace educa-
tion’ and to emphasis the 
importance of peace in 
the minds of the young, 
updates received here on 
Friday informed.

Resource person Gar-
rol Lotha talked about 
the concept of peace dur-
ing the event. She told the 
students that peace was 
not merely the absence of 

war but that it was a situ-
ation where individuals 
or group actively collabo-
rate and co-exist in har-
mony and understanding 
despite odds. 

Lotha lamented that 
bringing peace in the so-
ciety is a complex proc-
ess and does not have an 
instant outcome. It is a 
long term process which 
involves prevalence of 
justice, mutual under-
standing of culture and 
the religion of others, hu-
manity, tolerance and ac-
ceptance of differences, 
she said. 

Peace can be instilled 
in the young minds by 
educating the culture of 

working together, appre-
ciate co-existence, devel-
op non-violent conflict 
resolution skills, respect 
for human dignity, reli-
gious tolerance and un-
derstanding of the world. 
She encouraged the 
students to be a change 
maker and an agent of 
peace for our better to-
morrow.

A day’s programme 
included ice breaking 
session, initiated by MSW 
trainees from North East 
Institute of Social Sci-
ences and Reasearch; in-
put session by resource 
person; interaction; and 
group activities. 

Students pledge to 

have a positive outlook 
towards life, respect and 
accept individuals’ re-
gardless of religion, cul-
ture, and creed  to be an 
agent of peace and a path 
finder for peace for a bet-
ter society. 

Also, the Peace Chan-
nel organized leader-
ship training for the club 
members at Little Angel 
School in Wokha on April 
13. 

 Update received on 
Friday from the organ-
izers informed that alto-
gether 36 members along 
with the teacher anima-
tor participated in the 
programme.

Speaking during the 

Dimapur, April 13 (EMN): 
In observance of the 
‘Gram Swaraj Abhiyan,’ 
village self-governance 
campaign, a press confer-
ence was held in the chief 
secretary’s conference 
hall on April 13. Home 
Secretary Rovilatuo Mor, 
the nodal officer for the 
campaign, presided over 
the meeting.

Rovilatuo said that 
the government of India 
was implementing series 
of programmes targeting 
the rural masses for their 
uplift. However different 
departments executing 
the programmes are not 
aware of each other’s ac-
tivities, he said. For this 
reason, he said, the de-
partments are unable to 
‘build the desired conver-
gence’ when implement-
ing the programmes. 

For said reason, the 
Home secretary said that 
the government of India 
had come up with “Gram 
Swaraj Abhiyan,” where 
all the agencies and de-
partments can come to-
gether and share their 
activities and also dis-
seminate information re-
garding their activities to 
the masses.

As a part of the cam-
paign scheduled for April 
14, the department of So-
cial Welfare will organize a 
programme to commem-
orate the birth anniver-

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, April 13: A regional 
camping event for scouts and 
guides dubbed the ‘Camporee’ 
is underway at the Don Bosco 
Higher Secondary School in Di-
mapur. 

The inaugural ceremony for 
the event was conducted on April 
13 at the Don Bosco ground. The 
minister for Higher and Technical 
Education Temjen Imna Along at-
tended the inaugural ceremony as 
the chief guest. 

Addressing participants of the 

event from Manipur, Arunachal 
Pradesh and Nagaland, Along said 
national integration was an impor-
tant subject. The Bharat Scout and 
Guides are playing a great role in 
breaking boundaries and contrib-
uting to national integration, he 
said.  

“I have always envied scouts 
uniform and there are many who 
feel the same. The relationship that 
you share is greatly valued and it 
is not only about the uniform but 
about discipline and self respect,” 
Along said.

Also, the legislator told the 
participants that when they come 
together they become ‘casteless’ 
and through Camporee, he said to 
be hoping that they would get to 
know each other and remember 
that they are one irrespective of the 
region they come from.

“Let us strive to build a strong 
future and at the end of the Cam-
poree 2018 acquire collective evoc-
ative period while discovering to 
dream big, hold on the dream and 
never give up,” the legislator told 
the scouts and guides.     
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what they are imple-
menting, they will have 
the ability to control 
over other departments 
someday, because infor-
mation is knowledge and 
there will be a time when 
other departments will 
be dependent on them,’ 
he said, according to the 
updates. 

Nagaland being a 
small state, Kikon said 
further, many big play-
ers may not be interested 
in coming and working 
here. However, he said 
‘we have our strength to 
exploit if we focus on our 
vigor for the future.’

 The advisor assured 
to invest resources in 
workshops, conferences, 
and seminars to upgrade 
the department’s capa-
bility. It is important to 
be in tune with advanc-
ing technologies, he said. 
If the department has a 
success story, the people 
will look up to the de-
partment with respect, 
he said. Appealing to the 
staff and officers to work 
together, Kikon assured 
to extend full coopera-
tion to his department.

Health workers urged to deliver 
effective healthcare services
Dimapur, April 13 (EMN):  
The directorate of Health 
& Family Welfare hosted a 
departmental meeting  on 
April 13 in its conference 
hall in Kohima. 

Updates from the de-
partment informed that 
during the meeting chief 
medical officers spoke  
about various grievances. 

In his speech the 
minister for Health & 
Family Welfare S Pang-
nyu Phom  urged the 
doctors and nurses to 
be more dedicated and 
sincere in their work. He  
sought cooperation from 
the health workers to ef-
fectively deliver health-
care services and to en-
sure timely provision of 
all assured entitlements 
to beneficiaries,  espe-
cially women and the 
physically disabled. 

The minister said that   
a weekly cleanliness drive 
should be initiated in all 
health units and estab-
lishments as part of the  
Swachh Bharat move-
ment. 

Emphasizing on the 
problems and issues of  
the districts, the minister 
said that all the problems 

Members of the Ladies Club during the flower sales day at the MMC Shopping Complex in 
Mokokchung on Friday.    
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Spring blooms in Mokokchung as flower sales petal up 
Our Correspondent

Mokokchung, April 13 (EMN): A 
women’s group in Mokokchung town, 
the Ladies Club, organized a flower 
sales day at the MMC shopping com-
plex in the town on Friday.

The event will be till April 14.  
Flower and plant enthusiasts can buy 
varieties of flowers at nominal prices.  
According to the organizers, the La-
dies Club was formed in 1982.

During its 36 years of existence, 
the group has initiated numerous 
activities focusing on social service 
of particularly women and children, 
elderly citizens, and victims of natural 
calamities.

programme, peace activ-
ist, Patrick W Tungoe said 
‘leadership is not about a 
title or a designation but 
a person who knows the 
way, goes the way and 
show the way.’ 

He exhorted that be-
ing a leader one should 
create an inspiring vision 
for the future, coaches 
and builds a team and 
motivates and inspire the 
people to engage more 
effectively at achieving 
the goals.

Tungoe encouraged 
the participants to be 
willing to accept and 
overcome mistakes and 
failure. 

To be a leader we 
should work hard to 
build ourselves, be it self-
discipline, Character and 
values by always setting 
good examples because 
it is not possible to lead 
someone else if we don’t 
lead ourselves in the 
Right direction, he said.

He also challenged 
the participants to set 
‘smart goals’ which are 
specific, measurable, 
achievable, rational / re-
alistic and time bound. 

Student leaders took 
oath to strive to be lead-
ers who would make a 
difference.

sary of Dr. BR Ambedkar. 
Other commemorative 
events will be held at the 
national and district level. 
The department will also 
invite school, colleges, 
and other departments 
to participate in the pro-
gramme, it was informed.

It also mentioned that 
the department of Pub-
lic Health Engineering in 
collaboration with district 
administrations, would 
be organizing a state-wide 
cleanliness campaign in 
all the Gram Panchayats 
especially areas which are 
not open-defecation-free 
on April 18.

On April 20, the de-
partment of Food & Civil 
Supplies and the depart-
ment of Power will organ-
ize an event for which 838 

villages have been identi-
fied to be covered under 
the Ujjwala Panchayat 
programme. The depart-
ment will then disstribute 
LPG gas cylinders and 
LED bulbs.

Also on April 24, the 
department of Rural De-
velopment will organize 
a state level VDB and vil-
lage council conference, 
where about 6000 mem-
bers are expected to at-
tend. The department has 
informed that seminar 
and conference will be or-
ganized and resource per-
son will be roped in from 
outside the state.

Gram Shakti Abhiyan 
(block / district benefici-
ary Sammelan / recogni-
tion) programme will be 
held on April 28 by the 

department of RD. On the 
day beneficiaries will be 
given entitlements of im-
portant schemes namely 
Pradhan Mantri, Awas 
Yojana, Pradhan Mantri 
Sobhagya Yojana at vari-
ous district level. 

The updates men-
tioned also the Ayush-
man Bharat Abhiyaan 
programme, which will 
be held on April 30 by 
the department of Health 
and Family Welfare. Dur-
ing the Health and Wel-
fare event, information 
regarding medical insur-
ance / Ayushmaan Bharat 
scheme and others such 
as vaccination, mother-
child care etc. would be 
disseminated among the 
targeted beneficiaries. 

Further, Kisan Ka-
lvaan Karvashala pro-
gramme (block level) will 
be held on May 2 by the 
department of Agricul-
ture and Farmers Welfare. 
Awareness campaign and 
training programmes will 
be organised at block lev-
el in order to disseminate 
information as well as in-
tervention for doubling 
the income of farmers by 
2022.

Aajeevika and Kaushal 
Vikas mela, a joint en-
deavour will be conduct-
ed on May 5. Aajeevika 
Diwas will be celebrated 
at the national, state, and 
district and block levels.

cannot be solved in a year 
but to address them one 
by one. He informed that 
distribution of resources 
will be done rationally 
so that people across the 
state are not deprived of  
healthcare facilities. 

Further, Phom said 
that the provisions in 
the service rules which 
were   amended recently 
would be implemented 
to streamline the process 

of placement of doctors 
and to ensure doctors 
get equal opportunities, 
Phom informed

Also, R Ramakrishnan, 
commissioner-secretary 
for H&FW  emphasised 
on updating the depart-
ment’s website. He in-
formed that the biometric 
attendance system would  
be enforced within 100 
days in all the districts of 
the state.
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Aizawl, April 13 (IANS): Two 
weeks after a peace accord, 
114 terrorists of Hmar People’s 
Convention-Democratic (HPC-
D) on Friday surrendered to 
the Mizoram government and 
deposited huge cache of arms 
and ammunition.

At the surrender ceremony, 
Chief Minister Lal Thanhawla 
said that after a talks, the state 
government has reached a suc-
cessful settlement with the 
HPC-D and the “surrendered 
extremists now can live a nor-
mal life with peaceful co-ex-
istence with their families and 
friends”.

“The state government 
would ensure successful im-
plementation of all provisions 
stipulated in the bipartite ac-
cord in a phase manner,” he 
added.

“While Mizoram is enjoying 
peace for last 30 years, Hmar 

brothers have been living in 
fear.Now the time of fear psy-
chosis is over, it is now time 
to work for development by 
re-unification,” Home Minister 
R. Lalzirliana said at the “Home-
coming Ceremony”.

He however said that the 
government would show no 
mercy to those who take up 
arms to disturb peace in Mi-
zoram.

The ceremony was held at 
Central Training Institute in 
Mizoram Home Guard head-
quarters at Sesawng village, 39 
km northeast of Aizawl.

The weapons surrendered 
included 44 sophisticated fire-
arms, including nine AK series 
rifles and two carbines, as well 
as nearly 3,000 rounds of am-
munition and five radio sets.

The Mizoram government 
signed a peace agreement with 
the Manipur-based terror outfit 

here on April 2 to end the three-
decade-old violent struggle. 
After eight years of parleys, the 
Memorandum of Settlement 
was signed by Chief Secretary 
Arvind Ray and HPC-D Presi-
dent H. Zosangbera.

It entails that more adminis-
trative autonomy would be giv-
en to the existing Sinlung Hills 
Development Council, which 
would be renamed the Sinlung 
Hills Council, said Additional 
Secretary, Home Lalbiakzama, 
who led the government team 
in the talks with the HC-D since 
2010.

Under the peace agreement, 
the state government would 
declare amnesty for all HPC-D 
cadres against whom criminal 
cases are pending.

Top HPC-D leader Lalbiek-
lien was released from the jail 
on Wednesday. He had been 
arrested by the Assam Rifles in 

Manipur for leading the group 
that ambushed a Mizoram as-
sembly team on March 28, 2015, 
killing three policemen and 
injuring six.

Lalbiakzama said that under 
the agreement, the state gov-
ernment would take steps to 
provide ex-gratia to the around 
100 HPC-D cadres after they 
surrender and help to rehabili-
tate them.

HPC-D spokesperson La-
lthalien said the signing of the 
peace accord was a historic 
milestone not only for the Hmar 
tribe but also for the Mizos at 
large.

The outfit had been indulg-
ing in intermittent violent ac-
tivities in Mizoram since 1989 
demanding a separate autono-
mous district council, under the 
Constitution’s Sixth Schedule, 
carved out of southern Ma-
nipur, northern Mizoram and 

southern Assam.
The Mizoram government 

had on a number of occasions 
rejected the demand.

Mizoram Governor Lt. Gen. 
Nirbhay Sharma (retd) hailed 
the accord as a “milestone in 
bringing peace in the state”.

“After the historic peace 
accord of 1986 (when Mizo 
National Front’s founder-leader 
Laldenga led his group into the 
mainstream), Mizoram has 
taken the lead yet again in dis-
playing that peace is attainable 
even in politically vexed and 
mired situations. 

“We have continued to 
showcase that we are one of 
the most peaceful states, if not 
the most peaceful, in India. The 
political will of the Government, 
the trust shown by the HPC-D, 
and the role played by the civil 
society all deserve applause,” 
he added.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, April 13 (EMN): The Hill State 
Demand Committee (HSDC) and Karbi 
Students Association (KSA) have de-
manded to take up strong action against 
the culprits of a gang rape that took place 
in Jammu & Kashmir and UP incidences 
that took place in 2017 and April 2018.

In a joint press conference held at 
HSDC office on April 13 Friday,  Presi-
dent HSDC Dr. Mongve Rongpi  said in 
last January at Rasina area of Kathuwa in 
Jammu & Kashmir an 8 year old was gang 
raped by 8 persons in a temple. 

Then also in 2017 in Uttar Pradesh an 
18 year old was gang raped involving a 
BJP MLA Kuldip Singh Singar, his brothers 
and others. The victim’s father was tor-
tured by the culprits. He later succumbed 
to the torture. Till now the victim family 
has not got justice, Dr. Rongpi said.

Also, Dr. Rongpi mentioned that 
during the first week of April 2017, there 
was an incident of rape at Longnit under 
Manja PS in Karbi Anglong. But no arrest 
have been made till date.

“Prime Minister emphasizing on ‘Beti 
bachao, beti padhao’ has become hollow 
if his government cannot give protection 
and safeguard to girls and women of this 
country.  Prime Minister Modi should 
take the responsibility in arresting those 
culprits involved to take up strong action 
against them. If no action or punishment 
is given to them, then it will be an encour-
agement for others to do. The HSDC and 
KSA is demanding to be taken strong ac-
tion against the culprits,” Dr. Rongpi said.

KSA president, Simeon Rongphar 
blamed the BJP government for creating 
a divide and rule policy in the country on 
the line of community, gender and caste

Agartala, April 13 (IANS): 
The first Pandit Deendayal 
Upadhyaya National Inte-
gration Award for Social 
Service, instituted by the 
Tripura government, was 
conferred on renowned 
social activist and tribal 
leader Bikram Bahadur 
Jamatia on Friday.

The national integra-
tion award, along with 
other awards for music, 
literary, publication and 
folk song, were given away 
to the recipients on Friday 
evening at the valedictory 
function of the 12-day-
long 36th edition of Agar-
tala Book Fair.

The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP)-led govern-
ment in Tripura had ear-
lier this month announced 
the institution of two new 
awards -- Pandit Deen-

dayal Upadhyaya National 
Integration Award for Out-
standing Performance in 
the Field of Social Service 
and the Kalikinkar Deb-
barma Award for Excellent 
Performance in Classical 
Music.

Eminent social activist 
Jamatia was the “Akraa” 
(priest) of “Jamatia Hoda”, 
a centuries-old body 
which looks after the so-
cio-economic and educa-
tional aspects of Jamatia 
tribe, one of the 19 tribes 
of the 1.1 million tribals in 
Tripura.

Jamatia,  a  retired 
Tripura government of-
ficial, had once played 
a very courageous and 
significant role against the 
violent activities of four-
and-a-half decades old 
terrorism in Tripura.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 13 (EMN): The contribu-
tion for the downtrodden people and for 
a caste-free society besides the spirit and 
efforts made by Baba Saheb Ambedkar 
was echoed and discussed in Manipur 
University on April 13 Friday.

The discussion was held during the 
Centre for Study of Social Exclusion and 
Inclusive Policy (CSSEIP) sponsored 
127th Birth Anniversary of Baba Saheb 
Ambedkar observation at the Court Hall 
of the Manipur University.

Vice-Chancellor of Manipur Univer-
sity Prof Adya Prasad Pandey attended 
the function as chief-guest. Prof. E. Bijoy-
kumar Singh, Director, CSSEIP, Manipur 
University presided over the function. 
Prof. N. Lokendra Singh, Dean, School 
of Social Sciences, MU and Prof. Ksh. 
Rajendra Singh, Head, Department of 
Sociology, MU attended the day’s func-
tion as the Guests of Honour.

Speaking on the occasion, VC Prof 
Pandey said Ambdekar is the main per-
son behind the present constitution of 
India and recalled the father of Indian 
constitution for his contribution for the 
downtrodden people and for a caste-free 
society.

The professor echoed the spirit and 
efforts made by Ambedkar to remove 
the social evil from our society and he 
also maintained that Ambedkar was not 
against anybody but against the ‘social 
evil’. He urged all, particularly the stu-
dents and youths, to emulate the ideolo-
gies and examples of the towering leader 
for the development of the country. He 
also urged the students to imbibe the 
habit of reading good books and to be-
come a good writer to express good ideas 

which can be adopted in social reforma-
tion and social changes for our future 
generations.

In his speech Prof. E. Bijoykumar 
Singh said that Ambedkar was the great-
est mentor of his time who was not 
understood properly even during that 
time. His internal struggle to give proper 
place to the downtrodden people of the 
society is the greatest contribution. To 
understand Ambedkar in proper per-
spective and different dimensions of his 
contribution, CSSEIP will be working on 
various workshops and seminars on na-
tional level in the month of September/
October, he added.

Prof. N. Lokendra Singh said Baba 
Saheb Ambedkar is the main architect 
of the Constitution of India from a very 
humble background who managed to 
rise and brought substantiate changes in 
our social system which has been grown 
for centuries.

Prof. Ksh Rajendra referred Ambedkar 
as multifaceted personality and pointed 
out the instrumental works of this leader 
in bringing out an important reformation 
of labour movement in the country by 
bringing down working hours of labours 
from 12 to 8 hours. Reader of CSSEIP Dr. 
Th. Bharat Singh, Dr. Thathai Vaiphei and 
Dr. Yaiphaba Ningthoujam also spoke in 
the day’s function.

Dr. Yaiphaba contextualised the plight 
of the Yaithibis of the state. He evoked 
the idea of Dr. Ambedkar to bring about 
an equal social change in the state also.
The function commenced with felicita-
tion, honouring of the dignitaries with 
bouquets,mementos and lengyan Phi.
Welcome Address was delivered by Dr. 
Thathang Vaiphei.

Guwahati, April 13 (PTI): Assam Indus-
tries and Commerce Minister Chandra 
Mohan Patowary has extended his 
heartiest greetings to the people of As-
sam on the occasion of Bohag Bihu 
beginning today.

Patowary wishes that the beginning of 
another New Year will inspire the people 
of Assam to work for progress and pros-

perity of the state with renewed zeal and 
enthusiasm.

In a message, Patowary said, “I wish 
the people of Assam will enjoy the festive 
spirit associated with Rongali Bihu. May 
this Bihu bring new hope, aspirations 
to our lives and strengthen the age-old 
bondage of amity and unity in our so-
ciety.”

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, April 13 (EMN): One person identified as Dors-
ing Enghi (35) of Killing village was struck by lightning 
at Lumding road in Diphu on April 13.

Nitin Rai (the owner of the house) informed that 
Enghi who works as a daily wages earner was at the roof 
of Rai’s house when the incident took place. 

The victim suffered major skin injuries and is said to 
be admitted Diphu Civil Hospital for further treatment.

Dimapur, April 13 (EMN): 
In a major road accident, a 
passenger vehicle (Cruis-
er) carrying 12 persons felt 
down in a deep Gorge kill-
ing two persons in the spot 
and injuring 10 others. The 
accident is said to have 
occurred on April 13 near 
Awangkhul (Luangchum) 

Part-2 (91 Km from Im-
phal) along NH-37 under 
Noney Police Station in 
Manipur.

Media source from 
Manipur mentioned that 
of the 10 injured atleast 5 
persons are said to be in 
critical condition. 

The injured were said 

to be rescued by the near-
by CRPF/Army personnels 
who were then brought to 
Imphal for treatment. 

The accident is said to 
have happened around 
1:15 pm on APril 13 when 
the Imphal bound cruiser  
vehicle was coming from 
Jiri side.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, April 13 (EMN): The 
Karbi Anglong United Peo-
ple Association (KAUPA) 
has demanded the state 
government to appoint the 
HAD Minister by April and 
to implement the promise 
made by Home minister 
Rajnath Singh on Autono-
mous State issue.

With four point de-
mand of KAUPA, a press 
conference was held at 
Roof Top restaurant in 
Diphu on April 13 Friday.

T h e  p re s i d e n t  o f 
KAUPA, Barnabash Reng-
ma said that the Rajnath 
Singh during an election 
campaign meeting at 
Dokmoka on March 30 
2014 has given his assur-
ance that the demand of 
Karbi Anglong and Dima 
Hasao on Autonomous 
State would be granted. 

Five years have been 
completed since the assur-
ance but the BJP govern-
ment have turned a deaf 
ear to it, Rengma said. He 
blamed the Assam health 
and education minister 
Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma 
for not doing away with 
the  imposition of SIU and 
PIU despite his promise. 

“In 2011 during an 
election meeting held 

at Hanjanglangso, Dr. 
Himanta Biswa Sarma 
had said ‘make us win and 
we shall throw out SIU/
PIU into Brahmaputra 
river’ but till today it has 
not been done. Dr. Sarma 
should make his stand 
clear whether he will act 
according to his promise 
made or not,” Rengma 
said.

Also,  KAUPA empha-
sized on protection of the 
border land of Karbi An-
glong. Rengma said that 
the border areas should be 
protected as not even an 
inch of Karbi Anglong land 
can be given to others. 
In protecting the border 
areas, Rengma demanded 
that army and para-mili-
tary camps should be set-
up in border areas and not 
inside towns. 

Also, the KAUPA dur-
ing the conference de-
manded that the HAD 
minister should be ap-
pointed after Bihu by the 
state government from 
among the five MLAs from 
the hill districts of Karbi 
Anglong and Dima Hasao. 
Failing on which the above 
points the KUAPA would 
be launched its vigorous 
agitation in the days to 
come, Rengma said.   

114 terrorists give up arms in 
Mizoram in ‘homecoming’ ceremony

Orgs. of KA demand action 
against rapists of the country  

Tripura tribal leader 
conferred Deendayal 
Upadhyaya award

Discussion on caste-free 
society held in Manipur 

Assam minister extends Bihu greetings

Lightning strikes one in Diphu 

Manipur road accident kills twoKA org. demands 
appointment of HAD 
minister by April 
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PTI
Infosys CEO Salil Parekh (R),COO Pravin Rao(C) and CFO M D Ranganath during the announcement of the 
Annual Financial results of the company at its headquarter in Bengaluru on Friday.

Gold imports shrink 
40 pc to USD 2.49 
bn in March

Airtel offers 30 GB free data 
on 4G smartphone upgrade

Tata Projects bag INR 1,048 
cr. Mumbai Metro packages

Kotak Mahindra Bank sacks 
one for rant about Kathua case

Sensex jumps 91 points on 
macro data, earnings optimism

Infosys net dips 28% sequentially in Q4

Rupee gains 6 paise 
against USD on bullish 
macro data

Bengaluru, April 13 (IANS): Software 
major Infosys Ltd on Friday reported 
28.1 per cent sequential decline in con-
solidated net profit, in rupee terms, to 
Rs 3,690 crore for the fourth quarter of 
2017-18.  In a regulatory filing on the 
BSE, the city-based IT firm said con-
solidated revenue for the quarter under 
review was up 1.6 per cent sequentially 
to Rs 18,083 crore in rupee terms.

On a yearly basis, net profit, how-

ever, grew 2.4 per cent and revenue 5.6 
per cent in rupee terms.

Under the International Financial 
Reporting Standards, in dollar terms, 
consolidated net income declined 28.1 
per cent sequentially to $571 million 
but gross income was up 1.8 per cent 
sequentially to $2,805 million.

On yearly basis, net income, howev-
er, grew 5.3 per cent and gross income 
grew 9.2 per cent.

Mumbai, April 13 (PTI): 
The rupe strengthened 
further by 6 paise to 
close at 65.20 against the 
US dollar on the back of 
positive macroeconomic 
data and upbeat local eq-
uities.

Easing global trade 
war fears after US Presi-
dent Donald Trump hint-
ed that military action in 
Syria might not be im-
minent along with some 
consolidation in global 
crude prices kept forex 
market sentiment buoy-
ant.

A number of favour-
able factors, including 
encouraging growth-in-
flation dynamics driven 
by high industrial growth 
and lower inflation fur-
ther aided overall trading 
mood.

“Economic data and 

continued inflows from 
foreign investors sup-
ported the domestic 
currency,” Anand James 
Chief Market Strategist at 
Geojit Financial Services 
said.

Foreign investors had 
infused around USD 100 
million in capital markets 
yesterday.

Reflecting improve-
ment in the economic 
situation, industrial 
production grew by a 
healthy 7.1 per cent in 
February while the key 
retail inflation slipped to 
a five-month low of 4.28 
per cent in March, official 
data showed yesterday.

On the energy front, 
crude oil prices back-
tracked on the perceived 
easing of Syrian tension 
and higher US crude out-
put data.

of the eight-year-old rape 
victim, saying she would 
have grown up to be a ter-
rorist.

“It’s better to kill her 

now otherwise tomorrow 
she may become a hu-
man bomb against India,” 
he allegedly wrote in Ma-
layalam.

New Delhi, April 13 (IANS): Telecom service provider 
Bharti Airtel on Friday said it has rolled out an initia-
tive under which its customers on 2G/3G mobile de-
vices will be eligible for 30 GB data free when they up-
grade to a 4G smartphone.

Airtel said this programme will complement its 
‘Mera Pehla Smartphone’ initiative, under which it is 
partnering with multiple mobile handset manufac-
turers to create an open ecosystem of affordable 4G 
smartphones.

“Prepaid customers will get free 1 GB data every 
day for 30 days over and above any pack they charge 
with. Postpaid customers will get free 30 GB data (with 
rollover) in their first bill cycle over and above their 
plan benefits,” Airtel said in a statement.

Hyderabad, April 13 (IANS): Tata Projects Ld on Fri-
day said that its joint venture with China Harbour 
Engineering Company (TPL-CHEC) has bagged two 
projects of Mumbai Metro worth Rs 1,048 crore.

The company said it on Friday received the Letter 
of Award for constructing two packages of the Mum-
bai Metro Elevated Line 4.

The packages lie on the line extending between 
Wadala and Kasaradavali. The combined value of both 
packages is Rs 1,048 crore and requires the contrac-
tor to design and construct 14 elevated stations with a 
viaduct of 12.5 km. This project will improve connec-
tivity with Thane, the Hyderabad-based Tata Projects 
said in a statement.

The project is challenging as it involves construc-
tion in highly congested locations as well as manage-
ment of logistics for transportation and erection of 
heavy girders. 

Mumbai, April 13 (PTI): Benchmark 
Sensex built on gains to close at a fresh 
six-week high of 34,192.65 today on 
better-than-expected macro data and 
optimism ahead of the earnings season.

This was the seventh straight session 
of gains for the index, its longest win-
ning streak since November 24 last year. 
The 30-share BSE Sensex rose by 91.52 
points to end at 34,192.65 after hitting a 
high of 34,313.14 and a low of 34,103.53. 
This was its highest closing since Febru-
ary 27 when it had settled at 34,346.39 
points. It had gained 1,082.06 points in 
the past six sessions. The broader NSE 
Nifty rose 21.95 points, or 0.21 per cent 
to finish at 10,480.60 after shuttling be-
tween 10,519.90 and 10,451.45.

Both the key indices finished with 

gains for the third week in a row. The 
BSE Sensex recorded a significant rise 
of 565.68 points, or 1.68 per cent, while 
the NSE Nifty advanced 149 points, or 
1.44 per cent, this week. Investor sen-
timent was upbeat on positive macro 
data announced after trading hours 
yesterday and optimism ahead of earn-
ings by Infosys coupled with a firming 
trend at other Asian bourses.

The index of industrial production 
(IIP) grew by a healthy 7.1 per cent in 
February, driven largely by the robust 
performance of the manufacturing sec-
tor coupled with higher offtake of capi-
tal goods and consumer durables, while 
the key retail inflation slipped to a five-
month low of 4.28 per cent in March, of-
ficial data showed yesterday.

New Delhi, April 13 (PTI): 
India’s gold imports fell 
40.31 per cent to USD 2.49 
billion in March, which is 
expected to keep a lid on 
the current account defi-
cit (CAD).

Total imports of the 
precious metal in the 
corresponding period 
of 2016-17 stood at USD 
4.17 billion, according to 
Commerce Ministry data.

According to industry 
experts, softening prices 
of the precious metal in 
the global markets could 
be the reason for the de-
cline in the value of im-
ports. The imports had 
recorded negative growth 
in January and February 
as well. India is one of the 
largest gold importers in 
the world and the ship-
ments mainly take care 
of the jewellery industry 
demand. Silver imports, 
however, grew by 31 per 
cent to USD 267.33 mil-
lion in March.

At present, gold im-
port attracts 10 per cent 
duty. The gems and jew-
ellery industry along with 
the Commerce Minis-
try have time and again 
urged the Finance Minis-
try to consider reducing 
the import duty.

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 12th April’ 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M- 74/18/409-10 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. 
Atoshini Sema -Vrs- Imonenla resident of Dimapur Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 
Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation 
of land described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
12/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Atoshini Sema
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri, Patta No: 936
Dag No: 833/1440, Area: 00-03-02

NOTICE

D-5259

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 13th April’ 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M- 29/18/419-20 Notice is hereby given 
that Shri/Smti. Narayan Pradhan -Vrs- Rekha Thapa 
resident of Haralu Colony Town/Village in the District 
of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do 
hereby invites claims/objections concerning to the said 
land, if any & should be submitted to this court in writing 
on or before 13/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Narayan Pradhan
Village/Block No: 11, Patta No: 1835
Dag No: 1977/2022, Area: 00-00-13

NOTICE

D-5261

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 13th April’18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-73/18/417 Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti. T. Chipung -Vrs- Watilong Pongen resident of 
Ekaranipathar, Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, 
Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue 
Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do 
hereby invites claims/objections concerning to the said 
land, if any & should be submitted to this court in writing 
on or before 13/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: T. Chipung
Village/Block No: Ekaranipathar, Patta No: 511
Dag No: 211/667, Area: 01B-00K-00Ls

NOTICE

D-5262

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR
DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 13th April 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO: REV-1/90-D/  / Notice is 
hereby given that Shri/Smti. Khatoi Kinny resident 
of Dimapur who has applied for issue of mortgage 
clearance concerning to Patta No.416, Dag No. 
441/517 measuring an area of 00-01 -17 located at 
Block No/Village.08, Mouza No.03. Which has been 
mortgage in the NIDC Bank/Society.

Claims & Objection if any on the aforesaid land 
may be submitted in written in the Court of the 
undersigned on or before 20/04/18.

NOTICE

D-5263

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF HIGHER EDUCATION

NAGALAND : KOHIMA
NO.HED/HOST/1/2016 Dated Kohima, the 11th April 2018

(KUHOLI CHISHI)
DIRECTOR

HIGHER EDUCATION
Issued by DIPR

This is to notify to all those seeking for new hostel 
registration under the Directorate of Higher Education 
that the Hostel Eligibility Certificate forms shall be issued 
and simultaneously to be submitted from 1st to 31st May 
2018. Therefore, all the interested applicants are hereby 
informed to come and collect the forms and submit 
within the stipulated date as mentioned.

NOTIFICATION FOR NEW HOSTEL REGISTRATION

KG-2455

I, Smti. Holitoli Aye, 
daughter of Vikheto Aye, 
declared that, Holitoli Aye 
alias Holitoli. V. Aye alias V. 
Holitoli Aye and V. Holitoli, 

pertains to the name of 
one and single person vide 

Affidavit No.1858/2017, 
Date: 28/04/2017.

AFFIDAVIT 

D-5260

I, Imlitoshi am 
applying for a duplicate 
of HSLC Admit card and 
Provisional Certificate 
as I have lost it.
Name: Imlitoshi
F/Name: Shiluimba
R/No: 3212
DOB: 31/05/75
Passing year: 1993
Result: 3rd Div

LOST NOTICE

DP-375

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Shri. KHRIEKETOULIE Son of LATE. ZUHUVOLU, Pensioner resident 
of Midland Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under 
the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/
her Late mother- Pension PO No.141507525 of Treasury Kohima (North) & State 
Bank of India, Kohima NST Branch A/C No.20173379477.  Who expired on 17-
12-2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 
1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/93/2018-III Dated Kohima, the 4th April, 2018

KG-2456

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. Z.V. NINCHUNGLA mother of Late. Z.V. AYAPHI ZIMIK, Typist, Rural 
Development Deptt. Nagaland resident of Lamlang Village, Ukhrul district, Manipur  has 
applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to 
draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late daughter-Pension, GPF, GIS, Leave encashment 
, State Bank of India, Sectt. Branch Kohima A/C No.30375287947; Bank of India, Kohima 
Branch A/C No.501910310000006; Bank of Baroda, Kohima A/C No.10180100008490 & SBI 
Life RiNn Raksha Policy No.70000003903. Who expired on 14/03/2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/90/2018-I Dated Kohima, the 13th April 2018

KG-2457

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. VISEZONU KOSO mother of Late. V. PUZHOSU KOSO, Constable 
DEF Peren, resident of Tsiepfutsiepfhe (AG) Colony, Kohima has applied for issue 
of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/
withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late son-NPS, GIS, Leave encashment, other 
service benefits & State Bank of India, Peren A/C No.32455764461. Who expired 
on 16/02/2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 
1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/93/2018-III Dated Kohima, the 4th April 2018

KG-2458
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Brent crude, an inter-
national benchmark, was 
trading marginally higher 
at USD 71.76 a barrel in 
early Asian trade.

Rupee opened on a 
backfoot at 65.31 per dol-
lar from overnight close 
of 65.26 at the inter-bank 
foreign exchange (forex) 
market on stray dollar 
demand from importers.

However, the local 
unit made a strong re-
covery in mid-afternoon 
deals to hit session’s high 
of 65.18 before ending at 
65.20, showing a gain of 6 
paise, or 0.09 per cent.

For the week, the In-
dian unit dropped sharp-
ly by a staggering 23 paise 
against the US dollar.

The RBI, meanwhile, 
fixed the reference rate 
for the dollar at 65.2226 
and for the euro at 
80.3412.

The 30-share BSE 
Sensex rose 91.52 points 
to end at 34,192.65, 
while the broader NSE 
Nifty gained 22 points to 
10,480.60.

Globally, the dollar 
struggled to gain ground 
on Friday. The dollar in-
dex, which measures the 
greenback’s value against 
a basket of six major cur-
rencies, was up at 89.50.

In the cross currency 
trade, the rupee rose fur-
ther against the euro to 
finish at 80.31 from 80.53 
and also edged higher 
against the Japanese yen 
to settle at 60.55 per yens 
from 60.93 yesterday.

The home currency, 
however remained un-
der immense pressure 
against the pound ster-
ling and closed at 92.97 
from 92.71 earlier.

Mumbai, April 13 (PTI): 
Kotak Mahindra Bank to-
day said Vishnu Nandu-
kumar, who triggered a 
social media furore over 
his alleged comments 
against the Kathua rape 
victim, had been sacked 
the same day for non-per-
formance.

“It is extremely dis-
heartening to see such 
comments being made 
in the aftermath of such 
tragedy by anyone includ-
ing an ex-employee. We 
strongly condemn this 
statement,” bank spokes-
person Rohit Rao said.

“We have terminated 
Nandukumar from the 
services on Wednesday, 
April 11, 2018 for poor 
performance,” he added.

Nandukumar, posted 
as assistant manager at 
a branch in Kochi, alleg-
edly justified the killing 
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Manu Moudgil | India Science Wire

Dr Sanjoy Guha Roy (Sitting) and Tanmoy Dey in the research lab.
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PATH Wind howled, lightning flashed, waves crashed. I thought I was going to die. My grandparents 
and I were fishing on a lake, but we’d stayed out too long. As the sun set, a fast-moving squall 
swept over our small boat. My grandfather instructed me to sit in front to keep it from capsiz-
ing. Terror flooded my heart. But then, somehow, I began to pray. I was fourteen.

I asked God for His reassurance and protection. The storm didn’t weaken, but we made it to shore. To 
this day, I don’t know if I’ve experienced a deeper certainty of God’s presence than that night in the storm.

Jesus is no stranger to storms. In Mark 4:35–41, He told His disciples to head across a lake that would 
soon turn windy and wild. The storm that night tested and bested these rugged fishermen. They too thought 
they were going to die. But Jesus calmed the water and then led His disciples to deeper faith.

Likewise, Jesus invites us to trust Him in our storms. Sometimes He miraculously stills the winds and 
the waves. Sometimes He does something equally miraculous: He steadies our hearts and helps us to trust 
Him. He asks us to rest in the belief that He has the power to say to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!”
Lord, the storms of our lives sometimes seem like they will swamp us. Help us trust that You are the 

Master of the storm, to place our faith in You when life’s winds blow fiercely. 

Into Our Storms
BIBLE READ:  MARK 4:35–41  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the 
waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died 

down and it was completely calm.   
~  Mark 4:39

Is it Right to Give God Thanks When We are Successful or Victorious Through Unfair Means? 

Talks Definitely May Take Time

The Bible teaches us to be thankful in all situations. 1 
Thes. 5: 12 says, “ give thanks in all circumstances ; for 
this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (NIV). Yes, 
we are to give God thanks in all situations: in sickness 

or in health, in failure or in success, in poverty or in riches, in 
power or in  powerlessness,  so and so forth.  But the ques-
tion that is being asked today is, is it right to give God thanks 
when we are successful or victorious through unfair means? 
This question is being asked  by many God-fearing Christians 
as some elected members of the recent Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly election held on 27 February, 2018,  begin to organ-
ize “Thanksgiving Services”. If  a person is elected through 
unfair means such as: with illegal proxy votes, polling booth 
capturing, or with purchased votes, can give thanks to his/her 
supporters but not to God. Because God, being holy, righteous 
and just, does not accept anything that is unclean (Lev. 19:2; 
20:7; 1 Pet.1:16). Romans 14: 14 says, “I know and am con-

vinced by the Lord Jesus that there is nothing unclean of itself; 
but to him who considers anything to be unclean, to Him it is 
unclean.” The Election Commission of India has beautifully 
spelled out what to do and what not to do during elections in 
India. For example, serial No.4 under the list of Don’ts of the 
Code of Conduct of the Election Commission of India says, 
“No inducement, financial or otherwise shall be offered to the 
voter.” But purchase of votes is prevalent everywhere in Na-
gland during elections. Again serial No.20 says, “No liquor 
should be distributed during elections.” But it has been learned 
that some candidates were supplying trucks of liquor in the re-
cent election. Anything that  is against the law of the country is 
“wrong” and is evil. Hence, it becomes “unclean”. But church-
es in Nagaland seem to be silent in this. It is painful when we 
are corrected, but the result of that correction is always healthy 
and peaceful.  Therefore, the Bible says, “Blessed is the man 
whom You instruct..” (Ps. 94: 12).

Second question is, therefore, should the church leaders 
participate at such “Thanksgiving program”? The church lead-
ers should be able to  say “No” to what is wrong and evil, and 
“Yes” to what is right and good. When church leaders partici-
pate in both “wrong and evil” and “right and good” church 
members will be confused and will be in deep perplexity which 
may affect their spiritual life. And therefore church leaders 
should be more careful than the followers for we are account-
able to God. Hence, a time like this, when wrong and evil are 
seen as right and good, church leaders should ask God for wis-
dom to discern between right and wrong, and evil and good, 
as Solomon did ( 1 Kings 3: 5-13) and stand firm with what 
is right and good as described by the Word of God. The Bi-
ble says, “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good”( Rom. 12: 21 NKJV).

God bless Nagaland!
 Rev.J.Thungjamo Lotha

This writer in the matters of the much 
bearing impracticality in the current 
state of the anticipated talk for a so-
lution between the center and the 

Nagas…has these words for closure from his 
viewpoint: the conclusion of the talk is bound 
to have an extensive duration considering 
there are multiple issues, areas and parties—
bordering and hovering around the instantane-
ous glimpse of one of the longest protracted 
inter-nation conflict. A fascination of spectac-
ular phenomenon the interlude spawning ex-
clusively closest affinity procured unwavering 
of disposition and a score and half a century 
has been disposed already. 

The talks will have to undergo various 
stages, of which the foremost step will require 
of the Nagas (inclusive of all parties) to con-
cede upon a common understanding and ap-
proach the GoI to implicate the elements for 
the drafting. Like a writer recently stated, of  
how during the push for own interest among 
the individuals and groups, certain routes of  

exploration for solution may vanish into thin 
air—this would be regrettable and unfortu-
nate; upon such event, on whomever’s part 
– although since Indo-Naga conflict still re-
main inconclusive – thus would lead to further 
routes of exploration; however the present 
exercises turned into obsolete would also be 
waste of time and energy every party has in-
vested in thus far. 

The first step is the least of the problem, or 
rather intellectual stress the delegates will have 
to endure. The people have to keep ourselves 
intact with the concurrences of agreements the 
delegates of all parties, both in national and in-
ternational community (Myanmar) will have 
to embark upon during the process. To update 
the people with the developments, the repre-
sentative of the people of Nagaland would 
have to usurp the responsibility and account-
ability to furnish and present the materials [rel-
evant to condition and circumstances], during 
timely intervals throughout the discourse of  
talks. To ensure the representative and the dis-

course are accountable to the people en-masse, 
during the exposure of the developments, the 
public will have access to scrutinize and re-
mark valid points either for instillation, recti-
fication or proper clarification, on both sides.  

Being a concerned Naga and politically 
conscious—like most Naga and also people 
around the world—have recently affirmed to 
the trend, the present pause of political devel-
opments pertaining to the Indo-Naga conflict 
should be facilitated by the state govt., to ar-
range the meeting of the parties by throwing 
a formal or informal invitation and accommo-
dating the environment for the talks to pursue. 
Announcing formally the consolidation of the 
parties to engross over the threshold for the pe-
riods of talks to be deliberated upon, would be 
for the outmost interest of the public and all 
section, with relevance to the pressing issues 
on hand in all forms of our reality. 

It appears presently as though not much 
of  exchange or premises, from the people of  
Nagaland’s viewpoint have been measured 

for perusal and deduction, to enclose to-
wards the coherent inclination that nurtures 
and safeguard each party’s investment and 
valid proposals, leaving potential room for 
gaps to address the ignorance on this matter. 
A note to fathom about, where in the realm 
of dearth in application of  productive inter-
active session by reception, does there exist 
a degree in discourse even, the futility is not 
comprehensive in illustration and being fa-
miliarized with. People need closure when 
hope is being fragmented and no effectual ef-
fort being procured. 

The point of views in the narrative this 
writer suggests are excerpts of methods preva-
lent in potential otherwise in relative spec-
trums where natural justice is instituted in 
social and political sensible realities… and fol-
lows. May we have closure and clarity amidst 
the political pollution that remains inconsist-
ent and disoriented at this juncture in our tra-
jectory of circumstances. 

T. Y. Tikhir

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

To Be 
Reincarnated in 
China, You Have 
to Fill in a Form 

A 
woman said recently that her 
dead husband had returned 
to their home reincarnated 
as a young cow. It behaves 

just like him, said Khim Hang, 74, 
from the Kratie province of Cambo-
dia, without going into detail.

Sounds legit. Since cows divide 
their time between eating, pooping 
and sleeping, you can totally see they 
can remind people of married men.

"The young cow was born in 
March and has attracted a strong fol-
lowing on social media," Reuters re-
ported. How depressing it is to read 
that even farm animals have better 
web skills than this columnist and his 
peers.

Reincarnation was on my mind 
after several recent references to it 
in the media. For example, one news 
story was headlined: "Pig in Australia 
steals 18 beers, gets drunk and fights 
cow". Reader Mark Agee wrote: "I 
never believed in reincarnation be-
fore but... Dad?"

Then a reader sent me a photo of a 
sign affixed to the tiger sanctuary in a 
zoo somewhere in India: "Only those 
who strongly believe in rebirth should 
risk going near."

On the Western side of the planet, 
newspapers reported the sad news 
that the delightful Carey Williams, 
author of books on reincarnation, 
"passed away" in the first week of 
March. Surely "took a break" would 
make more sense? Indeed, I've heard 
it said that tombstones of people who 
believe in reincarnation should not 
say "RIP" (Rest In Peace) but "BRB" 
(Be Right Back).

One of my male friends says that 
the existence of feminism is proof of 
rebirth: "Feminists are when guys 
get reincarnated as women." I don't 
know about his next life but I suspect 
his current one may be rather on the 
short side.

Now here's the curious thing. Birth 
rates in the West and the Far East have 
plummeted while they are rising in 
South Asia and Africa. So if a West-
erner, say Donald Trump, gets rein-
carnated, there's a 75 per cent chance 
he'll be Asian or African. Hope he's 
cool with that. The food in Mumbai's 
better than Western "food", anyway.

In China, the law says that tulkus 
(Buddhist teachers who have lived at 
least one past life) must have filled 
in a Reincarnation Application Form 
and had it approved in their previous 
life. I am not making this up. Look up 
China's State Religious Affairs Bureau 
Order No.5 if you don't believe me.

This writer struggles to believe in 
reincarnation, but has lots of friends 
who do.

"Dying people see a light at the 
end of the tunnel -- that's you being 
born into your next life," explained 
the friend mentioned above.

I told him that was even more de-
pressing! After years of toil on earth, 
surely you deserve at least a couple of 
weeks' holiday somewhere (say the 
heavenly version of an Ibiza night-
club) before rebirth? Life is exhaust-
ing.

Unless of course you're a pet cow, 
and only having to divide your time 
between sleeping, pooping and eat-
ing. Maybe Khim Hang's husband has 
got the right idea.

If one gets to choose, I would be 
reborn as a potato. My wife could put 
me on the sofa, and voila: Everything 
back to just how it was.

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based 
frequent traveller. Send ideas and 
comments via his Facebook page)

Nury Vittachi | IANS

No danger can come so near that God is not nearer still.

Europe-Origin Pathogen Poses Big Threat to Potato Crop in India 

How Office Colleagues Helped Save Brain Stroke Patient

A 
rapidly evolving 
pathogen from 
Europe may spell 
doom for India’s 

potato yield, an essential 
staple crop that also fetch-
es good income to millions 
of farmers. 

Scientists at the West 
Bengal State University 
have found 19 unique and 
highly aggressive variants 
of Phytophthora infestans, 
a microorganism that 
causes late blight disease 
in potato shrinking it from 
outside and rotting inside. 
These variants are from 
the lineage of European 
13_A2 genotype and were 
responsible for the 2013-
14 epidemic of late blight 
in West Bengal that shrank 
potato yield by 8,000 kg per 
hectare resulting in many 
indebted farmers ending 
their lives.  

Pathogen population 
diversity, studied in eastern 
and north eastern India, 
was found to be highest in 
areas near international 
borders with Bangladesh 
and Nepal. Both these 
countries regularly import 
potatoes from outside. 

Earlier, a 2012 study by 

the Bengaluru-based Indi-
an Institute of Horticultural 
Research had found Euro-
pean 13_A2 pathogen im-
ported with consignment 
of potato from Europe and 
UK to be responsible for 
late blight outbreaks in 
parts of south India. 

India produced over 43 
million tonnes of potato in 
2015-16 with West Bengal 
accounting for 19.41 per 
cent of the produce. The 
crop is not only a main-
stay of millions of farmers 
but also a staple across 
the country. Late blight 
can destroy a field of po-
tato within 2-3 days and its 
most devastating impact is 
known as the Irish potato 
famine of 1840s, which af-
fected over 2 million peo-
ple in Ireland. 

The study suggests ef-
fective surveillance and 
detection measures in 
India because the newly-
evolved pathogens are not 
only more aggressive but 
also evolving with every 
season. Most of the vari-
ants were found to be re-
sistant to metalaxyl, a 
commonly used fungicide. 

“There is a possibility 

that the pathogen travelled 
from south to east India 
while similar pathogens 
from Bangladesh and Ne-
pal also made their way 
into the region. They all 

adapted to local condi-
tions and evolved into 19 
unique and stronger vari-
ants,” Dr Sanjoy Guha Roy 
of botany department at 
West Bengal State Univer-

sity, who was part of the 
research team, told India 
Science Wire. 

The study also shows 
that there are regional 
variations in the pathogen 
and hence there can’t be a 
uniform control measure 
across India. The research 
team is now screening the 
variants for seven differ-
ent fungicides and plans to 
build a database of all the 
variants and their charac-
teristics including response 
to currently used fungi-
cides. “The database will 
help identify the variant 
infecting any field and en-
sure quick and appropriate 
response. We also need to 
update the database regu-
larly to match the speed 
at which the pathogen is 
evolving to avoid massive 
crop loss,” said Dr Roy. 

P. Infestans, the or-
ganism that causes late 
blight, has the largest ge-
nome among its category 
of pathogens. Expanding 
to the size of 240 Mb, the 
genome mostly consists 
of repetitive DNA that aids 
in adaptation and thus 
makes the pathogen diffi-
cult to control. 

“The new study builds 
upon previous research on 
European 13_A2 in India 

and also maps its variants 
to regions. It’s essential 
to constantly monitor the 
pathogen for effective con-
trol of late blight,” com-
mented Dr P. Chowdappa, 
Director of Central Planta-
tion Crops Research Insti-
tute, who was part of the 
research team that studied 
late blight in south India.

Stronger phytosanitary 
measures to screen the 
seeds imported from other 
countries for any patho-
gen, and safety measures 
to prevent transmission of 
late blight from across the 
borders can help curb the 
disease, the study said.  

“We need to collabo-
rate with other countries 
through knowledge shar-
ing platforms like Asia 
Blight and Euro Blight, to 
monitor spread and con-
trol of this widespread dis-
ease,” said Dr Roy.

(Besides Dr Roy, the 
research team included 

Tanmoy Dey, Amanda 
Saville, Kevin Myers, 

Susanta Tewari, David 
E. L. Cooke, Sucheta 

Tripathy, William E. Fry, 
and Jean B. Ristaino. The 
study has been published 

in the journal Scientific 
Reports.)

A
t a time of growing distrust and 
general indifference to human 
suffering, doctors at Indraprastha 
Apollo Hospital here on Thursday 

noted how prompt action of office col-
league in one instance and of a spouse in 
another case helped give two brain stroke 
patients a new lease of life.

Brain stroke is generally perceived as 
a life-altering event, which leaves the pa-
tient with some or other permanent dam-
age to the body and mind. 

Weakness of arms and legs, sudden 
slurring of speech, sudden loss of speech, 
or sudden loss of vision, sudden unsteadi-
ness (imbalance) or sudden headache and 
vomiting with unconsciousness are some 
of the major symptoms of such strokes.

In both the cases, the stroke patients 
were admitted in the hospital within the 
first few hours of the onset of symptoms 
-- also called as the "golden period". 

"In both the cases, the patients were 
observed having difficulty in speaking 
and understanding, while other bodily 
functions were almost normal," neurolo-
gist Vinit Suri, who was involved in the 
treatment of both the patients, said in a 
statement. 

"It is important to understand that 
stroke may present without limb paraly-
sis with abnormal behaviour or loss of 
speech, that is, difficult to recognise the 
verbal instructions. Emergent treatment 
within the golden period can prevent 
damage to the brain by restoring the cir-

culation," Suri added.
In the first case, the patient developed 

the symptoms -- difficulty in speaking 
and understanding -- at his office. 

While his colleagues could not under-
stand his abnormal change in behaviour, 
they decided to rush him to Apollo Hos-
pital within one-and-a-half-hours of the 
onset of symptoms. 

"His MRI (magnetic resonance im-
aging) was initially normal and MRI re-
peated twice within minutes revealed 
an evolving damage in the brain. He was 
given intravenous clot-busting drug with 
significant return of speech within one 
hour of the drug," said Suri.

In the second case, the patient again 
was unable to speak or understand, but 

his wife realised his condition and rushed 
him to hospital as she had earlier seen her 
grandmother suffer similarly. 

"MRI at the hospital showed a com-
plete block of a large vessel supplying 
blood to the left half of the brain. The pa-
tient did not have any improvement with 
the intravenous drug and was taken for 
the removal of the clot by a stent intro-
duced into the brain vessel from a leg ves-
sel," Suri said.

"As soon as clot was pulled out, he 
could speak and within 12 hours his 
speech has returned," he added.

The doctors stressed that even within 
the golden period, the earlier the treat-
ment is started the better the recovery.

Source: IANS
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): A friend or family 
member could be feeling rather grim, taci-
turn, and not open to communication. He or 
she could have you wondering if you’ve done 

something wrong, or they’re angry with you. If you use 
your warmth and generosity of spirit to induce this per-
son to open up, Aries, you’ll probably find that the is-
sues have nothing to do with you. You might even help 
relieve them! Tonight, prepare everyone’s favorite meal.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): A warm, loving 
phone call or letter could come your way to-
day from a lover or close friend who’s pres-
ently out of town. You’ll wish with all your 

heart that he or she could be home! In the meantime, 
you’re likely to keep yourself quite busy, Taurus. Cre-
ative projects, activities in your community, or both 
could keep you too busy to miss anyone too much. To-
night, spend some time alone.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Today you could 
discover a talent for investment, real estate, or 
other form of money management that you 
never thought you had, Gemini. The oppor-

tunity to make an investment or cash in on one could 
enable you to take strides toward making your money 
grow. This might be a good time to buy or sell any type 
of property. You might also want to do some reading on 
future investment opportunities.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You might wake 
up today feeling a little grumpy and out of 
sorts, Cancer. You could aspire to noth-
ing more strenuous than spending the day 

without any distractions other than a good book. How-
ever, by the middle of the day a warm and loving letter 
or phone call is likely to snap you out of your reclusive 
mood. You could spend the evening strolling through 
your community, visiting shops or restaurants. Enjoy!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Some pretty heavy 
soul searching could reveal that the time 
has come to make use of a talent you may 
have always had but never developed. This 

could involve nothing more than a little practice, or 
you could decide to get some formal training in the 
skill. This is a positive sign, Leo, but your determina-
tion could waver over the next few days. Don’t hesitate 
- stay with it!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You’re looking 
good and your social skills are at their peak, 
Virgo. Therefore, social events and group ac-
tivities that you might attend today could well 

be the most satisfying and beneficial you’ve known 
in a long time. People you meet should be impressed 
with you, and you could make a lot of new friends. If 
you aren’t romantically involved now, a new love could 
come your way.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today you could 
find yourself brainstorming a way to put 
your inventiveness and ingenuity to work 
so that you can advance your career by 

leaps and bounds and increase your income. You 
could also become involved in artistic projects of 
some kind. Don’t be surprised if great ideas come to 
you with little effort. You’re very intuitive today, Li-
bra, so enjoy it.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): An intense 
study of philosophy, religion, or some other 
exalted school of thought could find you in-
volved with a group that shares your interest 

in the subject. You could make a new friend today, or if 
you aren’t currently romantically involved, meet a po-
tential romantic partner. This should be a very satisfy-
ing day on both mental and emotional levels. Remem-
ber how it all came about, and enjoy yourself!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Sex and 
romance should be at the top of your priority 
list today, Sagittarius. You should be feeling 
especially warm, loving, and passionate. Ro-

mantic novels and movies could be especially appeal-
ing, as could an intimate evening with a lover! Career 
and money matters look fairly strong and stable at this 
time, although it might take a little effort to keep them 
that way. Go for the gold!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): A lack of 
communication on the part of your mate or 
perhaps a business partner can cause you to 
feel uncertainty about the relationship. Don’t 

fall into this trap, Capricorn. Use your warmth and un-
derstanding to open up the communication between 
you. You’ll probably find that all is basically well. Your 
partner just needs some space. Take some space for 
yourself, too! A little solitude might do you some good.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): The right mo-
ment to ask for a raise or apply for a promo-
tion or new job could come your way today, 
but you’d better make use of it or the op-

portunity could pass you by. A chance for a romantic 
encounter or fun evening with friends could also come 
up. Whatever pleasant things arise today aren’t sure 
things, Aquarius, so don’t let them escape. They could 
be significant milestones for you.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Love and ro-
mance are definitely on the agenda for today, 
Pisces, and you should be feeling warm, pas-
sionate, and particularly sexy. You’re likely to 

be looking quite attractive, too, and romantic partners 
or potential partners could seem especially attractive 
to you. This is a wonderful day to shop for new clothes, 
have your hair styled, or prepare a candlelit dinner for 
someone very special. Go for it!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Asit K. Biswas and Kris Hartley |The Conversation

Taps May Dry Up in India — Study Quacks Practising Medicine Great 
Risk to Society — Supreme Court

India and China: Lessons On How Not to Tackle Inequality

A 
new early warning satellite 
system has revealed that 
India along with Spain, 
Morocco and Iraq faces 

the risk of shrinking reservoirs that 
can lead to taps going dry.

It has highlighted poor rains 
in 2017 to show the shrinking of 
the Indira Sagar dam in Madhya 
Pradesh and the Sardar Sarovar 
reservoir in Gujarat that supplies 
drinking water to millions. 

Shrinking reservoirs could 
spark the next “day zero” water 
crisis, according to the developers 
of a satellite early warning system 
for the world’s 500,000 dams, the 
Gaurdian reported on Thursday.

Cape Town grabbed headlines 
on “day zero”. It launched a count-
down to the day when taps would 
be cut off to millions of residents 
as a result of a three-year drought. 
Drastic conservation measures 
have forestalled that moment in 
South Africa. 

However, dozens of other 
countries face similar risks from 
rising demand, mismanagement 
and climate change, said the 
World Resources Institute (WRI).

The US-based environmental 
organisation is working with Del-
tares, the Dutch government and 
other partners to build a water 
and security early warning sys-
tem that aims to anticipate social 

instability, economic damage and 
cross-border migration. 

A prototype is due to be rolled 
out later in 2018, but a snapshot 
was unveiled on Wednesday that 
highlighted four of the worst-
affected dams and the potential 
knock-on risks.

Tensions have been apparent 
in India over the water allocations 
for two reservoirs connected by 
the Narmada river. Poor rains last 
year left the upstream Indira Sagar 
dam a third below its seasonal av-
erage. 

When some of this shortfall 
was passed on to the downstream 
Sardar Sarovar reservoir, it caused 
an uproar because the latter is 
a drinking supply for 30 million 
people. Last month, the Gujarat 
government halted irrigation and 
appealed to farmers not to sow 
crops.

Spain has suffered a severe 
drought that has contributed to a 
60 per cent shrinking of the sur-
face area of the Buendia dam over 
the last five years, the Guardian 
report said. 

All the dams are in the mid-
latitudes, the geographic bands 
on either side of the tropics where 
climate change is expected to 
make droughts more frequent and 
protracted. As more reservoirs are 
scanned, the WRI expects more 

cases to emerge.
“These four could be a har-

binger of things to come,” said 
Charles Iceland of the WRI. “There 
are lots of potential Cape Towns in 
the making. Things will only get 
worse globally, as water demands 
increase and the effects of climate 
change begin to be felt.”

Gennadii Donchyts, senior 
researcher for Deltares, said the 
reservoir-monitoring service will 

steadily grow in size as informa-
tion is added from Nasa and Euro-
pean Space Agency satellites that 
provide resolutions of between 10 
and 30 metres on a daily basis. 

The petabytes of data are ana-
lysed using Google Earth Engine 
and algorithms to compensate 
for periods where parts of the sur-
face area are covered by cloud, the 
Guardian report said.

Source: IANS

T
he Supreme Court on Fri-
day expressed concern that 
a number of quacks prac-
ticing medicine are playing 

with the lives of people and posing 
a great risk to society.

“A number of unqualified, un-
trained quacks are posing a great 
risk to the entire society and play-
ing with the lives of people,” said a 
bench of Justice R.K. Agrawal and 
Justice Mohan M. Shantanagoudar.

“People having no recognised 
and approved qualifications, hav-
ing little knowledge about the in-
digenous medicines are becoming 
medical practitioners and playing 
with the lives of thousands and mil-
lions of people. Sometimes such 
quacks commit blunders and pre-
cious lives are lost.”

Speaking for the bench, Justice 
Agrawal noted that even after 70 
years of Independence, “people 
having little knowledge or no recog-
nised or approved qualification are 
practising medicine”.

“The government has been vigi-
lant all along to stop such quack-
ery.”

Holding that the right to practise 
any profession or to carry on any 
occupation, trade or business is no 
doubt a fundamental right guaran-

teed under the Constitution, it said: 
“But that right is subject to any law 
relating to the professional or tech-
nical qualification necessary.”

The regulatory measures on the 
exercise of this right, both with re-
gard to the standard of professional 
qualifications and professional 
conduct, have been applied keep-
ing in view not only the right of the 
medical practitioners but also the 
right to life and proper healthcare 
of persons, the judgement said.

The court said this address-
ing the question as to whether the 
persons who do not fulfil the pre-
scribed qualification and are not 
duly registered under the relevant 
statute be permitted to practice as 
‘Paramparya Vaidyas’.

It dismissed the plea by Kerala 
Ayurveda Paramparya Vaidya Fo-
rum, which was ousted from prac-
tising the indigenous medicine 
after the Travancore-Cochin Medi-
cal Practitioners Act, 1953 which 
barred the unqualified doctors in 
the stream of siddha/unani/ay-
urveda system of medicine came 
into force.

The Forum had challenged a 
2003 Kerala High Court order reject-
ing their plea.

Source: IANS

W
ealth inequality continues to 
grow, according to the 2018 
edition of the World Inequal-
ity Report. In the past three 

decades, 28% of the aggregate increase in 
real incomes in North America and West-
ern Europe was captured by the top 1% of 
earners. The bottom half saw less than 10% 
of this increase. Inequality has also settled 
at alarmingly high levels in sub-Saharan Af-
rica and the Middle East.

This crisis was never inevitable. Middle-
class wealth reached its peak in the mid-
1980s. But it’s been ravaged by stagnant in-
comes, unstable property and investment 
markets. Growing consumer debt is also a 
problem. Failed policy and weak political 
will are two culprits: more creativity and ef-
fort seems to have gone into election year 
soundbites and platitudes than into sub-
stantive solutions.

Many developing nations have targeted 
poverty alleviation and improved living 
standards as ultimate policy goals. While 
China has achieved poverty alleviation on 
an historic scale, policy obstacles remain. 
These include bureaucratic inefficiency 
and failed policy implementation. India has 
likewise made progress in alleviating pover-
ty though it lags significantly behind China.

Inequality hampers growth by leaving 
human potential unrealised. The middle 
class provides a crucial market for consum-
er goods and services, which in turn creates 
jobs. The cycle is interrupted when profits 
are excessively retained rather than rein-
vested into further capacity – such as strong 
health and education sectors. Market pur-
ists argue simplistically that there should 
be no constraint to profiteering within legal 
bounds.

Government policy is needed to bal-
ance private and social interests.

China and India
The ability of China, India, and other devel-
oping countries to end poverty lies with job 
creation. Industrial jobs replace agricultur-
al jobs, lifting incomes as labour is shifted 
to higher value-added work. However, this 
continuing shift also exacerbates the grow-
ing inequality gap. The World Inequality 
Report points out that in China, this gap is 
geographic. Coastal urban regions are leav-
ing the more rural interior far behind.

Between 1978 and 2015, the report 
shows, urban share of national income 
increased from 30% to 80%. Today urban 
households earn 3.5 times more than do ru-
ral households. Two Chinas are emerging. 
One is urban, educated, and mobile. The 
other is isolated, immobile and tethered to 
outdated livelihoods and social assistance.

India, meanwhile, is expected to be the 
world’s fastest growing large economy in 
2018. It’s now home to more than 200 000 
millionaires and over 100 billionaires. In-
dia’s population of 78 million who earn 
USD$10 per day are considered “middle 
class” by the National Council of Applied 
Economic Research.

By World Bank estimates, 270 million In-
dians – that’s nearly 20% of its population – 
were considered poor as of 2012. India also 
saw the fastest rise in inequality of all major 
world regions between 1980 and 2016, and 
55% of the country’s income share is in the 
hands of the wealthiest 10%.

There is little hope that these discourag-
ing trends can be reversed. Across the de-
veloping world, blunt policies are not only 
proving ineffective at reducing poverty. 
They are also arguably widening the wealth 
gap.

Policy failings
Inequality is decried at campaign rallies 
and in the global commentariat. But little 
is being done at any policy level. Thomas 
Piketty’s proposed global tax on individual 
net worth – targeting the super rich – lacks 
an obvious coordinating body. Worse, it 
would trigger crippling panic from the right 
about imaginary one-world-order-style so-
cialism.

In the absence of such a broad initia-
tive, most national level policies are either 
ham-fisted or intentionally ineffective. 
Even genuinely concerned governments 
plod forward as though bewildered by the 
challenge. They tinker at the margins with 
transfer payments and social programmes 
while failing to address structural causes 
such as gaps in educational achievement 
and public health.

There are numerous examples of policy 
ineptitude. Governments in the US and 
India are in thrall to oft-discredited claims 
about “trickle-down economics” and have 
passed sweeping tax reforms that substan-

tially favour corporations.
In China, expectations of urban led eco-

nomic growth are driving programmes to 
shift 100 million rural residents into urban 
environments. That includes third tier cit-
ies which lack the advanced education and 
health services typically supporting growth. 
This comes on top of neighbourhood rede-
velopment programmes that are displacing 
low-income residents, particularly in Bei-
jing.

In India, employment in agriculture is 
declining without a commensurate rise in 
urban manufacturing employment. Naren-
dra Modi’s government has promised about 
10 million new jobs per year; only about 
230,000 materialised in 2016.

The twin reforms of demonetisation 
and a goods and services tax may have 

also stunted job growth by crippling the 
construction and informal sectors. It’s in 
these sectors that most migrant workers 
find jobs.

Failure to improve basic services is one 
of the most glaring gaps in inequality poli-
cy. China’s economic rise has generated tax 
revenues to invest in schooling. But educa-
tion gaps persist in the country’s rural areas. 
Private sector and philanthropic interven-
tion, while helpful, is no substitute for equal 
access.

In India, the 2017 Economic Survey re-
vealed that the government spends only 
about 1% of GDP on health services, com-
pared the world average of 6%.

Addressing the gaps
Inequality is not ignored for a lack of evi-
dence; the challenge is made clear in re-

search studies like the World Inequality 
Report and in daily press headlines. China’s 
inequality garnered global attention in a 
recent story about the “ice boy”, an eight-
year-old student in rural Yunnan province 
who walked three miles through freezing 
cold weather to reach school.

Perhaps the personalisation of inequal-
ity would more effectively influence pub-
lic sentiment and policy pressure. At the 
moment political will is inexcusably weak. 
Mere statistics are failing to prod govern-
ments beyond election-year soundbites 
and platitudes. Both the economics and 
the ethics of inequality demand transfor-
mational thinking. But the voice of the poor 
continues to be drowned out by a global 
minority enjoying elite status – and, based 
on voting patterns, even by the many who 
aspire to such status.
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India should take steps to ensure privacy in 
biometric identification programmes — IMFIndian courts gave 109 death 

sentences in 2017 — Amnesty

Arrest MLA Sengar immediately, 
Allahabad High Court directs CBI

SC to hear plea against 
allocation of cases by CJI 

EC to hear 20 AAP MLAs in 
office of profit case on May 17

PM to launch pro-poor schemes in 
Bastar on Ambedkar anniversary 

Maharashtra teacher pierces 
student’s throat with cane

Kathua rape: 
Two BJP cabinet 
ministers quit

AP/PTI

Media persons outside the CBI office in Lucknow on Friday after the arrest of BJP MLA Kuldeep Singh in 
connection with the Unnao rape case.

Washington, April 13 (PTI): 
The IMF has said India 
should take necessary 
measures to ensure pri-
vacy and security controls 
while implementing large 
identification programmes 
like the Aadhaar, as the 
global financial body iden-
tified India as a leader in 
the biometric identification 
system.

The International 
Monetary Fund in its fis-
cal monitor report on 
digital government said 
digitalisation can facilitate 
stronger governance and 
fiscal transparency, allow-
ing better public awareness 
and scrutiny of the budget 
process and the design of 
fiscal policy.

In India, the IMF yes-
terday said, biometric 
identification and elec-
tronic payments have 
helped reduce leakages in 
LPG subsidies.

“Depending on as-
sumptions and how the 
reduction in leakage is ex-
pressed that is, the reduc-
tion in total transfers or 
wrongful payments esti-

Allahabad, April 13 (PTI): 
The Allahabad High Court 
today directed the CBI to 
immediately arrest BJP 
MLA Kuldeep Singh Sen-
gar, accused in the Unnao 
rape case, and rapped the 
Uttar Pradesh government 
saying the law and order 
machinery and officials 
were directly under his 
influence.

A bench of Chief Jus-
tice DB Bhosale and Jus-
tice Suneet Kumar gave 
the direction to the agency 
after the counsel for the 
Uttar Pradesh government 
informed it that Sengar 
has been detained for in-
terrogation and not ar-
rested yet.

It directed CBI to arrest 
“forthwith” Sengar and the 
other accused named in 
the FIR registered yester-
day for offences punish-
able under sections 363, 
366, 376, 506 of IPC and 
sections 3 and 4 of POCSO 
Act and carry out further 
investigation within the 
time stipulated under the 
provisions of CrPC.

The judges also took 
strong objection to Advo-
cate General Raghvendra 
Singh’s submission that 
Sengar would not be ar-
rested on mere registration 
of the FIR, saying, “The ap-
proach of the learned Ad-
vocate General is not only 
appalling but shocks the 
conscience of the Court in 
the backdrop of the instant 
case.” 

The bench passed the 
order on a letter written 
by senior advocate Gopal 
Swaroop Chaturvedi de-
manding a court-moni-
tored investigation of the 
incident and treated it as 
a PIL.

“The arrest of the ac-
cused in the circumstances 
can be considered justified 
and necessary, not only to 
restrain his movement but 
also to infuse confidence in 
the victim and her family 
members of fair investiga-
tion and to restrain the 
accused from influencing 
the investigation and tam-
pering with evidence and 
witnesses,” the court said.

In its 20-page order, the 
court also said, “The dis-
turbing feature of the case 
is that the law and order 
machinery and the govern-
ment officials were directly 
in league and under the 
influence of Kuldeep Singh. 
The doctor did not exam-
ine the prosecutrix, nor did 
the circle officer, Shafipur, 
register the crime, though 
hand written complaint of 
the prosecutrix was sent 
from the office of the Chief 
Minister.” 

The bench said the fa-
ther of prosecutrix was 
“beaten up by the brother 
and the goons of Kuldeep 
Singh and was arrested and 
in the custody was beaten 
mercilessly”. It also said 
it appears that false cases 
were lodged against the 
family members.

“Finally, father of the 
prosecutrix succumbed to 
injuries. The prosecutrix 
unable to face the pres-
sures exercised upon her 
by Kuldeep Singh, who 
was having the backing 
of the law and order ma-
chinery of district Unnao, 
attempted to immolate 
herself to draw the atten-
tion of the society that she 
needs help and protection 
of the custodians of law, 
which was put to the winds 
at the behest of the accused 
Kuldeep Singh,” it said.

Disagreeing with the 
submissions of the Advo-

cate General, the bench 
said, “We are constrained 
to record the approach 
and attitude of the learned 
Advocate General, during 
the course of hearing, in 
contending that no ac-
cused person, including 
Kuldeep Singh, can be ar-
rested without the Inves-
tigating Officer following 
the procedure prescribed 
under CrPC and collecting 
evidence in support of the 
allegation of rape.” 

Singh had replied that 
he was not in a position to 
make any statement in this 
regard and police will pro-
ceed in accordance with 
law only after recording 
statement of the complain-
ant and witnesses.

The CBI registered 
three separate cases in con-
nection with the alleged 
rape and detained Sengar 
for questioning in the early 
hours today.

Two BJP ministers who 
had attended a rally in 
support of the accused in 
Kathua rape and murder 
case on Friday resigned 
from the Jammu and 
Kashmir cabinet led by 
Chief Minister Mehbooba 
Mufti.

Sources in the know 
of the development said 
that after the Chief Min-
ister demanded their 
resignation, Ministers 
Choudhary Lal Singh and 
Chander Prakash Ganga 
submitted their resigna-
tion to state BJP chief Sat-
pal Sharma.

The ministers had last 
month attended a rally in 
Hiranagar area of Kathua 
district organised by Hindu 
Ekta Munch in favour of 
the seven people accused 
in the rape and subsequent 
murder of an eight-year-
old girl.

Although the two min-
isters said their statements 
were twisted and quoted 
out of context, there has 
been an overwhelming 
public outcry against them.

While Ganga held the 
Industries portfolio, Lal 
Singh held the Forest de-
partment.

Mehbooba Mufti has 
called a meeting of PDP 
legislators and senior lead-
ers in Srinagar on Satur-
day to chalk out the future 
course of action vis-a-vis to 
the Kathua rape and mur-
der case and the prevailing 
law and order situation in 
the Kashmir Valley.

New Delhi, April 13 (IANS): 
The Supreme Court on 
Friday agreed to examine 
a plea on whether the al-
location of “sensitive and 
important cases” should be 
done by the Chief Justice of 
India (CJI) alone or by the 
collegium of five senior-
most judges.

Asking Attorney Gen-
eral K.K. Venugopal to as-
sist the court in hearing 
of the matter, a bench of 
Justice A.K. Sikri and Jus-
tice Ashok Bhushan asked: 
“CJI is the master of roster, 
should we interpret it to 
mean collegium... would it 
be feasible?”

Observing that nearly 
one lakh cases come to the 
top court every year, Justice 
Sikri wondered if the col-
legium will sit for each and 
every case.

“Prima facie, it’s not a 
workable solution because 
that would mean the five 
judges would be required 
to sit every day or twice 
a week to allocate cases,” 
said the bench, adding 
that there should be a “self-
governing mechanism”.

The observation came 
in the course of the hear-
ing of the plea by former 
Law Minister and senior 
counsel Shanti Bhuhan, 
seeking that the allocation 
of important and sensitive 
cases be done by the col-
legium of five senior-most 
judges and not by the CJI 
alone.

When senior advocate 
Dushyant Dave said “sensi-
tive cases” like those which 
directly touch upon the 
very “survival of democ-
racy” should not be left to 
the discretion of the CJI, 
the court told him: “What 
is sensitive for you may not 
be sensitive for another.”

Appearing for Shanti 

Bhushan, senior advo-
cates Dave, Kapil Sibal and 
Prashant Bhushan said 
instances of arbitrary allo-
cation of cases by CJI Dipak 
Misra has forced them to 
come with a “heavy heart” 
to the court.

The lawyers said their 
purpose was not to make 
personal allegations, add-
ing: “Our concern is when 
Supreme Court Registry 
takes direction from the 
CJI for marking the case... 
Power should be used cor-
rectly.”

Sibal said they were 
“troubled” and this is the 
highest court of law and 
“we must respect the in-
stitution”. “It’s not good for 
the institution.”

Justice Sikri said “you 
are aggrieved by the man-
ner of exercise of power by 
the CJI”. “But the collegium 
does not seem to be the so-
lution, because collegium 
will then have to sit every 
other day. If you can come 
up with some other sug-
gestion, maybe we could 
consider.”

He also referred to its 
recent verdicts, saying it 
has already held that the 
CJI is the “master of roster”. 
On Wednesday, CJI Misra’s 
bench dismissed a PIL 
seeking framing of rules 
for regulating the setting 
up of benches and alloca-
tion of cases.

On Friday, the bench 
posted the matter for fur-
ther hearing on April 27.

In his plea, Bhushan 
said the authority of the 
Chief Justice as a master of 
roster was not an “absolute, 
arbitrary, singular power” 
which may be exercised 
in his “sole discretion” and 
the CJI must exercise his 
authority in consultation 
with other senior judges 

who are also part of the 
collegium.

The collective opinion 
of a collegium was much 
safer than the opinion of 
the Chief Justice alone, it 
said.

The plea contended 
that the master of roster 
“cannot be unguided and 
unbridled discretionary 
power, exercised arbitrar-
ily by the ... Chief Justice 
of India by hand-picking 
benches of select judges 
or by assigning cases to 
particular judges”.

Any such power or 
its exercise, the PIL said 
“would result in a subver-
sion of democracy and the 
rule of law as guaranteed 
under Constitution’s Arti-
cle 14”.

Pointing to “extremely 
disturbing trend” of listing 
matters “subjectively and 
selectively” only before 
certain benches, the PIL 
said the trend reflects “seri-
ous erosion of independ-
ence of the judiciary” by 
resorting to the method of 
“favoured listings”.

“As a result, justice ap-
pears to be skewed and in 
many cases justice may 
even stand denied.”

Recounting the cases 
that came up before cer-
tain benches of the top 
court in recent months, 
the plea said the “pattern 
also suggests that certain 
matters which are politi-
cally sensitive and involve 
either ruling party leaders 
and/or opposition party 
leaders are assigned only 
to certain benches”.

Though the listing of 
politically sensitive matters 
appears to be “routine”, 
they seem designed in a 
particular direction to ex-
clude other benches from 
hearing them, it said.

New Delhi, April 13 (IANS): The Election 
Commission on Friday announced that 
it will grant an oral hearing to the 20 Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) MLAs in the office of 
profit case on May 17.

The Commission, in a letter on Friday, 
has invited the 20 legislators who were 
earlier disqualified in the office of profit 
case as well as petitioner Prashant Patel to 
appear before the Commission “either in 
person or through authorised legal repre-
sentative” at 3 p.m. on this date. 

The hearing would be conducted in 
presence of Chief Election Commissioner 
O.P. Rawat and Election Commissioners 
Sunil Arora and Ashok Lavasa.

The EC’s decision came after the Delhi 
High Court on March 23 set aside the dis-
qualification of the 20 AAP MLAs on the 
grounds that no oral hearing was given to 
the MLAs before disqualifying them as leg-
islators of the Delhi Assembly and hence 
there was violation of natural justice.

Quashing the Central government’s 
notification disqualifying the AAP MLAs, 
the High Court had directed the Election 
Commission to hear the matter afresh.

A bench of Justice Sanjiv Khanna and 
Justice Chander Shekhar had observed 
that the Election Commission’s recom-
mendation against the legislators was “bad 
in law” and “vitiated”.

Bijapur (Chhattisgarh), April 
13 (IANS): Amid attacks from 
the opposition, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi will seek 
to reach out to Dalits and 
tribals by unveiling several 
pro-poor schemes in this 
Maoist-affected, low-literacy 
district in Chhattisgarh’s Bas-
tar on Dalit icon B.R. Ambed-
kar’s 127th birth anniversary 
on Saturday.

Modi will visit the Jangala 
Development Hub in Bijapur 
and will dedicate to the na-
tion the Bhanupratappur-
Gudum railway line via video 
conference and will also flag 
off a train between Dalli Ra-
jhara and Bhanupratappur.

Jangala village is locat-
ed in Bhairamgarh tehsil 
of Bijapur. This model vil-
lage is situated 17 km away 
from sub-district headquar-
ter Bhairamgarh and 33 km 
away from district headquar-
ter Bijapur.

During his over three-
hour stay, Modi will also in-
augurate a dialysis centre at 
the Bijapur Hospital and a 
Health and Wellness Centre, 
marking the launch of the 

Union government’s ambi-
tious health insurance pro-
gramme Ayushman Bharat.

“The Prime Minister’s 
choice to launch his most 
ambitious programme of 
Ayushman Bharat from the 
tribal district that is counted 
among the most backward 
districts of the country and 
that too on the birth anni-
versary of Ambedkarji is very 
significant,” Dinesh Kashyap, 
BJP MP from Bastar, told 
IANS.

He said this would send a 
clear message that the Prime 
Minister does not discrimi-
nate and his focus on “sabka 
saath, sabka vikas” is not a 
mere slogan.

“The Prime Minister’s 
initiative will give wings to 
the aspirations of every tribal 
and Dalit youth,” he said.

Modi will also launch the 
Van Dhan Yojana which aims 
at empowering tribal com-
munities.

Besides these, he will lay 
the foundation stone for the 
construction of 1,988 km of 
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak 
Yojana roads and other road 

connectivity projects in Left 
Wing Extremism areas, water 
supply scheme of Bijapur 
and two bridges.

Modi will also inter-
act with people, including 
emerging sports persons 
and officials of the district 
administration, who despite 
all odds are trying to bring 
the district on top of the map 
of most emerging backward 
districts of the country.

The visit comes days after 
two security personnel were 
killed and five injured when 
an improvised explosive de-
vice ripped through a bus in 
which they were travelling to 
Jangla area.

After the attack and amid 
calls by Maoists to boycott 
the Prime Minister’s pro-
gramme, the district is on 
high alert and heavy security 
arrangements are in place, 
with 7,000 police personnel 
deployed in the area.

With the Saturday visit, 
Modi will become the first 
Prime Minister to visit Bi-
japur while this will be his 
fourth visit to the state since 
he took office in 2014.

United Nations, April 13 
(IANS): The Indian courts 
gave 109 death sentences 
last year, but the country 
did not execute anyone, 
according to Amnesty In-
ternational.

The number of death 
sentences imposed last 
year were 27 fewer than 
the 136 in 2016, the hu-
man rights organisation 
said in its report, “Death 
Sentences and Executions 
2017”, released here on 
Thursday.

Last year, 51 death pen-
alties were imposed for 
murder alone, down from 
87 in 2016, the London-
based organisation said 
quoting the National Law 
University’s Centre on 
Death Penalty.

For murder charges 
involving sex offences, 
43 death sentences were 
handed out. Two death 
sentences were imposed 
for drug-related offences.

The report said it also 
“monitors daily develop-

ments on the use of death 
penalty” and that the 
number of death sentences 
it collected were lower than 
that of the National Law 
University.

Overall, there were 371 
people on death row in 
India. The report said that 
it had recorded commuta-
tions of death penalty or 
pardons in India, but it did 
not give a number.

The last time India had 
carried out an execution 
was in 2015 when Yakub 
Memon was hanged af-
ter being found guilty in 
the 1993 Mumbai terrorist 
bombings that killed 257 
people.

Amnesty International 
Senior Director for Law and 
Policy Tawanda Mutasah 
told reporters that China 
remained the world’s top 
executioner in 2018 with 
death penalties running 
into thousands.

The exact number of 
China’s executions was not 
known because it is consid-

ered a state secret, he said.
Iran came next with at 

least 507 executions and 
it was followed by Saudi 
Arabia with 146, Iraq with 
more than 125, and Paki-
stan with more than 60.

In the America’s, only 
the US carried out the 
death penalty, executing 
23 people last year.

“The death penalty 
continued in the USA to 
be used in ways that con-
travened international law 
and standards, including 
on people with serious 
mental disabilities and 
foreign nationals denied 
their right to consular as-
sistance after arrest,” the 
report said.

Only Belaraus carried 
out death sentences in Eu-
rope, executing two per-
sons in 2017.

Globally, Mutasah said 
that there were 4 per cent 
fewer executions last year 
and there was a 14 per cent 
drop in death penalties 
imposed.

mated savings from digi-
talisation range between 
0.2 and 21 per cent of cash 
transfers and 11 to 24 per 
cent of wrongful payments, 
it said.

Data limitations and 
lack of proper assessment 
frameworks constrain ex-
post evaluations, the report 
said. 

“With more than 1.2 
billion registered citizens 
in India’s biometric iden-
tification system, Aadhaar, 
the country stands out as 
a leader in this area,” the 

report said.
The IMF, however, 

stressed that govern-
ments should take nec-
essary steps to ensure 
privacy and security con-
trols when implementing 
large identification pro-
grammes.

The report noted that 
spending should also be 
consistent with the govern-
ment’s budget constraint 
and will require policy-
makers to create fiscal 
space for purchasing new 
technology, storing large 

amounts of data and hiring 
cyber-security experts.

Cost estimates are rare 
and incomplete, it ob-
served.

“In India, data from 
the Unique Identification 
Authority of India place 
the costs of Aadhaar im-
plementation and main-
tenance at about USD 1.5 
billion or USD 1.25 per 
card between 2009 and 
2017 but this compares 
favourably with the costs 
of other electronic identi-
fication systems of USD 3 
to USD 6 per enrollee, the 
IMF said.

Given its broad cov-
erage, IMF believes that 
it may be a challenge to 
phase Aadhaar out.

“In  a  re c e n t  d a t a 
breach, it has been re-
ported that  Aadhaar 
numbers and the corre-
sponding identities of 135 
million Indian citizens 
were compromised when 
service providers used 
their access to steal iden-
tity information. Privacy 
and security controls are 
therefore key when im-

plementing large iden-
tification programmes, 
IMF said.

The IMF in its report 
listed out central govern-
ment implementing sev-
eral digital platforms to 
overcome leakages in its 
subsidy scheme.

Under the Jan Dhan, 
bank accounts have been 
linked to Aadhaar cards, 
the report said, adding 
that this has enabled the 
delivery of social benefits 
through direct electronic 
payments to eligible bank 
account holders.

Programmes linked to 
Aadhaar include the Direct 
Benefit Transfer scheme for 
LPG subsidies, the Public 
Distribution System for 
rice and wheat, and the 
Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guar-
antee Act program, which 
provides 100 days of work 
for unemployed workers 
in a year. In 2008, the gov-
ernment digitalised the 
programme’s wage pay-
ments and job applicants 
by linking their job cards to 
Aadhaar, IMF said.

Ahmednagar (Maharashtra), April 13 (IANS): In 
a shocking instance of corporal punishment, a 
government school teacher allegedly pierced with  
a wooden cane a student’s throat for failing to do a 
math problem, a police official said here on Friday.

The incident occurred on Tuesday in the Zilla 
Parishad School in Pimpalgaon village in Karjat 
sub-district, said Karjat Police Station official S. B. 
Mhetre.

During a math class session in Class II, Rohan D. 
Janjire apparently failed to solve a problem which 
enraged the teacher Chandrakant Sopan Shinde.

In a fit of rage, he picked up his cane and shoved 
it into the child’s throat, piercing it and seriously 
damaging both his wind-pipe and food-pipe, and 
rendering him speechless.

The 8-year-old boy fell in the class, choking, 
writhing in pain with blood oozing out of his se-
verely punctured throat and unable to speak.

There was an uproar and all the other horrified 
students from the classroom and the school ran out.

The school authorities arrived soon after and 
rushed the boy to a hospital in Rashin, where he was 
said to be serious, and was advised to be rushed to 
Pune for treatment.

He is currently undergoing treatment in the ICU 
at a Pune hospital, said Mhetre.

Meanwhile, the school authorities suspended 
the teacher and launched a probe into the incident. 
The police have lodged a complaint by the child’s 
mother Sunita Janjire.

“The accused has been booked on charges 
of assault but has not yet been arrested. We are 
monitoring the student’s condition. After we record 
his statement, and if required, the charges may be 
enhanced,” Mhetre added.
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Donald Trump

Vassily Nebenzia

Trump calls for prosecuting 
‘liar’ ex-FBI chief Comey

Russia warns of war over Syria strikes

Pakistan SC disqualifies Nawaz Sharif for life New head for Swedish Nobel body after sex scandal 

Washington, April 13 (PTI/
AFP): President Donald 
Trump accused today the 
FBI director he fired, James 
Comey, of leaking classi-
fied information, saying 
he should be prosecuted 
for lying to Congress under 
oath.

In a new memoir due 
to hit the bookshelves 
Tuesday, Comey said 
Trump reminded him of a 
mafia boss who demand-
ed absolute loyalty, saw the 
entire world against him 
and lied about everything.

“James Comey is a 
proven LEAKER & LIAR. 
Virtually everyone in 
Washington thought he 
should be fired for the ter-
rible job he did-until he 
was, in fact, fired,” Trump 
wrote in a Twitter tirade.

“He leaked CLASSI-
FIED information, for 
which he should be prose-
cuted. He lied to Congress 

under OATH.” Comey said 
the president was also ob-
sessed with the alleged ex-
istence of a video in which 
Russian prostitutes said to 
be hired by Trump urinat-
ed on the bed in a Moscow 
hotel room.

The allegations left 

Trump fuming.
“He is a weak and un-

truthful slime ball who 
was, as time has proven, 
a terrible Director of the 
FBI,” Trump added in a 
second tweet.

“His handling of the 
Crooked Hillary Clinton 

case, and the events sur-
rounding it, will go down 
as one of the worst ‘botch 
jobs’ of history. It was my 
great honor to fire James 
Comey!” Comey, fired by 
Trump in May 2017, says 
the president has no sense 
of what is right and wrong.

“This president is un-
ethical, and untethered 
to truth and institutional 
values,” he writes, accord-
ing to excerpts released by 
The New York Times.

“His leadership is 
transactional, ego-driven 
and about personal loyal-
ty.” The US president lives 
in “a cocoon of alternative 
reality” that he tried to pull 
others around him into, 
Comey adds, according to 
The Washington Post.

Meetings with Trump 
gave Comey “flashbacks 
to my earlier career as a 
prosecutor against the 
Mob,” he says.

Moscow, April 13 (IANS): 
Russia has warned the US 
that launching airstrikes 
in response to a suspected 
chemical attack in Syria 
could spark a war be-
tween the two countries 
and accused Washington 
of putting international 
peace at risk.

Western powers are 
thought to be preparing 
for strikes but Syria’s ally 
Russia opposes such ac-
tion, the BBC reported on 
Friday.

Nebenzia said the 
situation was “very dan-

gerous” and they “cannot 
exclude any possibilities”. 
There is a heightened 
“danger of escalation” 
because of the Russian 
military presence in Syria, 
Nebenzia said after a pri-
vate meeting of the UN 
Security Council in New 
York.

Senior Russian figures, 
including the head of the 
military, warned that US 
missiles will be shot down 
and their launch sites tar-
geted if Russian personnel 
come under threat, the 
report said.

Stockholm, April 13 (PTI/
AFP): The Swedish Acad-
emy, which awards the 
Nobel Literature Prize, ap-
pointed a new head today 
as a sexual harrassment 
scandal rocked the prestig-
ious institution.

Two members, includ-
ing permanent secretary 
Sara Danius, resigned yes-
terday over a controversy 
that has divided the Acad-
emy into two camps.

The scandal centres on 
allegations by 18 women 

that they had been subject 
to harassment and physi-
cal abuse by Jean-Claude 
Arnault, the French hus-
band of Academy member 
Katarina Frostenson.

He denies the allega-
tions. Anders Olsson, a 
writer and professor of 
literature, said on SR ra-
dio that he had been ap-
pointed to the post on a 
“temporary basis.”  Danius, 
the first women to head the 
Swedish Academy since its 
founding in 1786, said yes-

terday: “It is the Academy’s 
wish that I leave my post as 
permanent secretary.” 

Technically, the Acad-
emy’s 18 members are ap-
pointed for life and can-
not resign, but they can 
choose not to participate 
in the Academy’s meet-
ings and decisions. The 
other Nobel prizes -- for 
medicine, physics, chem-
istry, economics and peace 
-- are decided by other in-
stitutions in Sweden and 
Norway.

Nebenzia also called 
for the UN Security Coun-
cil to meet again on Fri-
day to discuss the possi-
bility of Western military 
action. The White House 
said it was continuing to 
assess intelligence and 
talk to its allies on how to 
respond.

The call for action 
came after a suspected 
chemical attack on the 
rebel-held town of Dou-
ma in the Eastern Ghouta 
last week killed over 70 
people. President Bashar 
al-Assad’s government 
called the chemical attack 
reports “fabricated”.

The Violations Docu-
mentation Centre, which 
records alleged violations 
of international law in 
Syria, said bodies were 
found with foam at the 
mouth, discoloured skin 
and burns to the eyes.

On Thursday, US of-
ficials said they had blood 
and urine samples from 
victims which had tested 
positive for chlorine and a 
nerve agent, according to a 

NBC News report.
French President Em-

manuel Macron also said 
he had “proof” that the 
Syrian government had 
attacked Douma with 
chemical weapons.

In the UK, Cabinet 
ministers said that it was 
“highly likely” the Assad 
regime was responsible for 
the attack and said the use 
of chemical weapons must 
not “go unchallenged”.

During a phone call 
late on Thursday, UK 
Prime Minister Theresa 
May and US President 
Donald Trump agreed on 
the need to deter chemical 
weapon use in Syria.

Trump had also said 
last week that Putin bore 
responsibility for the 
“atrocity” in Douma be-
cause of his support for the 
Syrian government.

On Wednesday, the US 
President said the mis-
siles were “coming”, but on 
Thursday he tweeted that 
he had “never said when”. 
It “could be very soon or 
not so soon at all”.

Is l a m a b a d , Ap r i l  1 3 
(IANS): Pakistan’s Supreme 
Court on Friday disquali-
fied former Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif from holding 
public office or contest-
ing elections for lifetime 
in a landmark verdict that 
could change the course 
of the country’s political 
history.

A five-member bench 
delivered the verdict on 
the question of the period 
of the disqualification of a 
MP, Xinhua news agency 
reported. 

The court had disquali-
fied Sharif as Prime Minis-
ter over corruption charges 
in July last year but it had 
not mentioned the dis-
qualification period in the 
verdict.

The five judges, in an 
unanimous ruling, said 
those who were not “hon-
est” and “truthful” under 
the country’s constitution 
were “banned from parlia-
ment for life”.

The ruling Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) of Sharif rejected 
the verdict and said the 
former Prime Minister 
was “punished for elimi-
nating terrorism and car-
rying out development 
projects”.

“The verdict is a joke 
and such decisions have 

also been announced 
about 17 Prime Minis-
ters,” State Minister of In-
formation and Broadcast-
ing Maryam Aurangzeb 
said.

The Minister told re-
porters in Islamabad that 
the verdict would not affect 
the PML-N’s performance 
and the party would be 

Gaza, April 13 (IANS): 
Thousands of Palestinians 
protested along Gaza’s bor-
der with Israel on Friday as 
part of the so-called Great 
March of Return demon-
stration for the third con-
secutive week.

Witnesses told Efe 
news that at least four Pal-
estinians were injured dur-
ing morning clashes after 
the Israeli Defence Forces 
(IDF) fired at dozens of 
protesters who were re-
portedly setting Israeli flags 
ablaze and approaching 
the fenced border at the 
city of Khan Younis in the 
southern Gaza Strip.

“IDF troops are re-
sponding with riot disper-
sal means and are firing in 
accordance with the rules 
of engagement. It won’t 
allow any harm to secu-
rity infrastructure & will act 
against the violent rioters 
& terrorists,” IDF said in 
a post to Twitter. After the 
noon prayer, thousands of 
Palestinians marched to 
five protest camps near the 
Gaza-Israel border fence.

Salah Abdel Aty, one of 
the rally organisers, said 
that this Friday’s protests 
were focusing on a dem-
onstration involving Is-
raeli flags. Large Israeli flags 
were placed at the entrance 
of the protest camps and 
Palestinians stomped on 
them.

Thousands of Palestin-
ian protesters have been 
marching along the border 
on Fridays since March 30, 
calling for the right of Pal-
estinian refugees and their 
descendants to return to 
their homelands.

Since the beginning 
of the Great March of Re-
turn, riots have been taking 
place near the Gaza-Israeli 
border, to which the Israeli 
Army, reportedly, respond-
ed with crowd control and 
live ammunition.

victorious in the coming 
parliamentary elections, 
scheduled in July.

“This is the same (kind 
of ) decision that led to 
the hanging of Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto, to the assassina-
tion of Benazir Bhutto and 
(then) to the disqualifica-
tion of an elected Prime 
Minister (Nawaz),” she 
added. An influential op-
position leader, Jehangir 
Tareen, who belongs to 
the Pakistan Tehrik-e-In-
saf of cricketer-turned-
politician Imran Khan, 
was also declared dis-
qualified for life under the 
judgment. 

The ruling said the dis-
qualification of any MP 
or a public servant un-
der Article 62 (1)(f) of the 
Constitution would be 
permanent. Such a person 
cannot contest elections 
or become a member of 
Parliament.

Sharif was ousted by 
the Supreme Court last 

year for concealing in his 
nomination papers the 
receivable income from 
his son’s company in the 
UAE. Sharif has denied any 
wrongdoing. 

Likewise, Tareen was 
disqualified in December 
for failing to declare an 
offshore company and 
a foreign property in his 
election nomination pa-
pers.

Tareen took to Twitter 
to say that the disqualifica-
tion was “not applicable” in 
his case.

The Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) hailed the rul-
ing against Sharif.

PPP leader Khursheed 
Shah said his party had 
repeatedly told Sharif to let 
Parliament decide the fate 
of politicians, “but he did 
not listen and went to the 
Supreme Court”.

Female activists from 
PML-N protested outside 
the top court following the 
decision.

Nawaz Sharrif

Duterte threatens to arrest ICC membersFresh protests 
erupt along Gaza 
border for 3rd week

Manila, April 13 (IANS): 
Philippine President Ro-
drigo Duterte on Friday 
threatened to arrest mem-
bers of the Hague-based 
International Criminal 
Court (ICC) if they en-
tered the country.

Duterte’s threat comes 
a month after the Phil-
ippines announced its 
withdrawal from the ICC, 
reports Efe news.

“But what is your au-
thority now? If we are not 
members of the treaty, why 
are you in this country? 
You cannot exercise any 
proceedings here without 

basis,” the head of state 
said in a televised speech.

In March, Philippines 
had submitted a written 
request to withdraw from 
the ICC, after the latter 
had initiated a prelimi-
nary investigation into al-
leged extrajudicial killings 
in Duterte’s controver-
sial anti-drugs campaign, 
which until now has re-
portedly killed over 7,000 
people.

The probe, initiated in 
February, was launched 
to assess if there were suf-
ficient grounds to open 
an investigation, although 

the ICC did not announce 
any prosecutor’s visit to 
the country as yet.

Under Article 127 of 
the Rome Statute, a coun-
try’s withdrawal from the 
treaty can only take effect 
a year after the written 
notification is received by 
the UN secretary-general.

Human rights organi-
sations and experts have 
warned Duterte that with-
drawal from the Hague-
based ICC will not exempt 
him from trial for the al-
leged abuses in his anti-
drugs campaign.

In April 2017, a Fili-

pino had filed a lawsuit 
against Duterte before the 
ICC, accusing him of mass 
murder during his 22-year 
tenure as the mayor of 
Davao, and also during 
the anti-drugs crackdown 
that began after he took 
office in 2016.

Since then the Phil-
ippine government has 
lashed out against UN 
rapporteurs on human 
rights, issuing threats 
against officials such as 
Agnes Callamard, who is 
investigating extra-judi-
cial killings in the Philip-
pines.
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Nat. Awards: Vinod Khanna, Sridevi recognised 
posthumously; ‘Village Rockstars’ best film

Billie Joe Armstrong posts songs from new longshot project

Alice In Chains talk “heavy, 
ugly, trippy” new album

Disney can’t seal 
employment 
agreements with 
Weinstein

Jet Li to star in 
Disney’s Mulan

A
lice In Chains guitarist Jer-
ry Cantrell says the band 
have almost completed 
their sixth album.

The Seattle grunge 
legends have been working on the 
much-anticipated follow up to 2013’s 
The Devil Put Dinosaurs Here with 
Korn/Foo Fighters producer Nick 
Raskulinecz.  “I’m still in the last few 
weeks of anxiety about screwing 
up this record,” Cantrell tells Guitar 
World. “The nitpicky and manic part 
of me keeps saying, ‘We’re not done 
yet!’ But we’re almost there. The fin-
ish line’s in sight.”

Cantrell says that the as-yet-unti-
tled record features all the hallmarks 
of the classic Alice In Chains sound 
but adds new twists.

 “It’s a record we haven’t done yet, 
I can tell you that,” he says. “But it’s 
also a record that has all the elements 

of anything you would expect from 
us. It’s got our fingerprint. There’s 
some really heavy shit, some really 
ugly stuff, some real beautiful stuff, 
some weirdo trippy shit… it’s good!”

The band have been recording 
with Raskulinecz in Seattle, Nash-
ville and Los Angeles. According to 
Cantrell, they have consciously held 
back from revealing details about the 
album.

 “It’s not that we were keeping it 
a secret – we just didn’t want to say 
a whole lot about it until we had 
something to say. And we certainly 
have something to say with this one. 
It’s a fucking strong record.” 

The guitarist says the new album 
will be released “probably sometime 
this summer.” Alice In Chains kick 
off their US tour in May, and play two 
UK shows in June.

Loudersound.com

A 
Canadian court de-
nied the Walt Disney 
Co.s request to keep 
a series of employ-
ment agreements 

with disgraced producer Harvey 
Weinstein confidential.

A model from Toronto, 
identified as Jane Doe, filed a suit 
against Weinstein, Miramax and 
Disney in November, alleging 
that she had twice been sexually 
assaulted by Weinstein while 
working on a film in 2000, reports 
variety.com.

Disney has sought to extricate 
itself from the suit, claiming that 
though Disney owned Miramax 
at the time, Weinstein enjoyed 
autonomy and Disney was not 
responsible for overseeing his 
conduct.

In order to advance its mo-
tion, Disney has sought to file 
three employment agreements 
under seal. Disney alleges that it 
cannot properly make its argu-
ments without referring to the 
agreements, and that it cannot 
publicly disclose the agreements 
due to a confidentiality provi-
sion.

But on Tuesday Ontario Court 
case management master P. Tam-
ara Sugunasiri ruled that Disney 
must disclose the contracts.

“Disney has not met the high 
threshold set by our Supreme 
Court of Canada to curb the 
open court principle,” Sugunasiri 
wrote. 

“The public shall have ac-
cess to any materials the parties 
choose to file with respect to the 
stay motion.”

Though the documents 
remain under seal for now, the 
court’s ruling notes that Disney is 
identified as a “co-obligor” along 
with Miramax in the Weinstein 
contracts, arguably indicating 
an employment relationship 
between Disney and Weinstein.

Disney has sought to exclude 
the press and public from a court 
hearing on the matter, accord-
ing to a motion filed by Doe’s 
attorneys.

IANS

Kardashian robbery suspect nabbed in southern France
French police have arrested a man on the Cote d’Azur over the robbery at gunpoint 
of US reality TV star Kim Kardashian in Paris in 2016, sources involved in the investi-
gation said today. The man is to be brought before a magistrate later to face pos-
sible charges, a judicial source said. Ten people have already been charged over the 
October 2, 2016 robbery at a luxury residence where Kardashian was staying during 
Paris Fashion Week. Five men tied her up, gagged her and locked her in a bathroom, 
before making off with USD 10.6 million in jewels, including her four-million-euro 
diamond engagement ring. The robbery was the biggest of an individual in France 
in the past 20 years. One of the robbers fleeing the scene on a bicycle dropped a 
diamond-encrusted cross worth 30,000 euros, which was found by a passer-by a few 
hours later. It remains the only piece to be recovered from the heist. (AFP/PTI)

2 pm, 8 pm: October (Hindi)

11 am, 5 pm: Baaghi 2 (Hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

S
hortly after teas-
ing the imminent 
arrival of his new 
side project the 
Longshot, Green 

Day frontman Billie Joe 
Armstrong has debuted a 
trio of tracks from the band’s 
upcoming release.

As previously reported, 
Armstrong revealed the 
Longshot’s existence through 
a series of Instagram posts 
— first through his own 
account, then at a Longshot 
account that has since up-
loaded more than 50 photos 
and videos getting fans 
geared up for an album titled 
Love Is for Losers.

“Love is for losers,” 
explains one post. “Thus, 
the new album has been 

named accordingly. Fans are 
encouraged to show unity by 
getting a broken heart tattoo 
if they are, of course, a loser. 
It’s rumored that VIP access 
may be granted to those 
that attend a show as a Lone 
Ranger.”

A release date for Love 
Is for Losers has yet to be 
revealed — the band’s Insta-
gram bio says it’s “coming 
eventually sooner or later. 
Probably sooner” — but in 
the meantime, the album’s 
being prefaced with a Long-
shot EP, which consists of the 
songs “Taxi Driver,” “Love Is 
for Losers” and “Chasing a 
Ghost,” all of which are out 
and available for streaming 
or download now.

Ultimateclassicrock.com

D
offing its hat to 
mainstream stars 
Vinod Khanna 
and Sridevi, the 
65th National 

Film Awards today recog-
nised their contribution to the 
Indian cinema by honouring 
them posthumously with the 
Dadasaheb Phalke and best 
actress awards.

Announcing Sridevi’s name, 
feature film jury head Shekhar 
Kapur said the actor was the 
most deserving candidate.

Sridevi, whose filmography 
spanned across 50 years and 
in 300 films in languages such 
as Tamil, Telugu and Hindi, 
was recognised for her role 
of an angry mother seeking 
justice for her daughter in rape 
revenge drama, “Mom”.

Her death, at the age of 
54 in February this year, had 
shocked the country. Kapur 
had worked with Sridevi in “Mr 
India”.

“It was not because of the 
relationship we shared but be-
cause she was the most deserv-
ing candidate for her portrayal 
in ‘Mom’,” Kapur said.

Sridevi’s husband Boney 
Kapoor became emotional 
when told about her win.

“Thank you. I just wish she 
was here today to see this,” 
Boney told PTI.

Khanna, one of the big-
gest stars of Hindi films in ‘70s 
and ‘80s, became the 49th 
recipient of Dadasaheb Phalke 
award, Indian cinema’s highest 
honour. Probably, the only 
second actor to be named for 
the honour posthumously after 
Prithviraj Kapoor.

The jury recognised the 

diversity in Indian cinema by 
distributing accolades to films 
belonging to different regional 
languages.

Rima Das’ Assamese film 
“Village Rockstars”, about the 
music aspirations of a vil-
lage girl, was named the best 
feature film, besides scoring 
awards for the best location 
sound recordist, editing and 
best child artiste (Bhanita Das).

Jayaraj was named the best 
director and the best adapted 
screenplay writer for his Ma-
layalam film “Bhayanakam”. It 
also won the best cinematog-
raphy award. Riddhi Sen was 
recognised as the best actor 
for Kaushik Ganguly’s “Nagar-
kirtan”, which was also bagged 

awards in multiple categories, 
such as the best costume, 
makeup and special jury.

Oscar-winning music com-
poser A R Rahman swept the 
best music direction category 
by winning the best songs for 
the Tamil Film “Kaatru Veliy-
idai” and the best background 
music for the Hindi film 
“Mom”.

“Sinjar”, made in Jasari lan-
guage, won the Indira Gandhi 
award for the best debut film 
of a director to Pampally. It was 
also recognised as the best film 
in Jasari langauge.

Mainstream blockbuster 
“Baahubali: The Conclusion” 
won national award for best 
popular film providing whole-

some entertainment, besides 
being named for special effects 
and action direction.

Ganesh Acharya won the 
choreography award for the 
Hindi film “Toilet: Ek Prem 
Katha”.

Hindi film “Newton”, a dark 
comedy on Indian democracy, 
was named the best Hindi film 
and a special mention went 
to its actor Pankaj Tripathi for 
his portrayal of a cynical CRPF 
officer Atma Singh. Kapur 
called Tripathi’s portrayal one 
of the highlights of the Amit V 
Masurkar-directed film.

“This is a very important 
day for me, and an equally im-
portant award. I am thankful to 
the government for recognising 

my work. When I stepped out 
of my village, I had the desire 
of winning a national award 
someday. I am humbled,” Trip-
athi told PTI.

Nargis Dutt award for the 
best feature film on national 
integration went to the Marathi 
film “Dhappa”, while the Ma-
layalam film “Aalorumkkam” 
was recognised as the best film 
on social issues.

Hindi film star Divya Dutta 
was named the best supporting 
actress for her role in “Irada”, 
which also bagged the award 
for the best film on environ-
mental conservation/preserva-
tion.

“I just heard about it. It is 
my first national award even 
though everyone thought I had 
already won a national award. 
Today, it has finally come true,” 
Dutta told PTI.

Fahad Fazil won the best 
supporting actor for the Malay-
alam film “Thondimuthalum 
Driksakshiyum”. The film was 
also recognised for original 
screenplay, while the best 
dialogues went to Odiya film 
“Hello Arsi”. It was also recog-
nised as the best Odiya film. 
“Mhorkya”, a Marathi film, was 
adjudged the best children’s 
film, while the best Marathi 
film award went to “Kaccha 
Limbu”.

Veteran singer K J Yesudas 
was recognised as the best 
male singer for his song ‘Poy 
Maranja Kalam’ in the Ma-
layalam film “Viswasapoorva 
M Mansoor”, while the best 
female singer went to Shashaa 
Tirupati for the song “Vaan” for 
“Kaatru Veliyidai”.

PTI

T
he 54-year-old 
actor - who is 
one of China’s 
biggest and 
most success-

ful international stars - is 
said to be in finals talks 
with the studio about 
playing the Emperor 
of China in the much-
anticipated remake, The 
Hollywood Reporter 
reports.

Although Li - who 
has previously starred 
in ‘Lethal Weapon 4’, 
‘The Legend’ and ‘Ocean 
Paradise’ - is yet to sign 
a contract with Disney, 
the studio is well on its 
way to completing its 
cast as Gong Li has been 
confirmed as the movie’s 
villain.

Donnie Yen was also 
recently cast as the Com-
mander Tung, a mentor 
and teacher to Mulan, 
while Liu Yifei will star in 
the titular role.

The lead part didn’t 
come easy to 30-year-
old Yifei though as it’s 
believed a team of cast-
ing directors visited five 
continents and spoke 
to nearly 1,000 candi-
dates for the role, which 
required credible martial 
arts skills and the abil-
ity to speak 
Eng-
lish.

Disney original 
adapted the myth into a 
popular animation back 
in 1998, which followed 
Mulan (Ming-Na Wen) as 
she takes her father’s spot 
- despite being techni-
cally unqualified to serve 
due to being a woman.

Impersonating a man, 
she goes off to train with 
fellow recruits, accom-
panied by her dragon 
Mushu (Eddie Murphy), 
and Mulan uses her 
smarts to help ward off 
a Hun invasion and falls 
in love with the captain 
along the way.

The 1998 anima-
tion featured hit songs 
including ‘Reflection’ and 
‘I’ll Make a Man Out of 
You’, but filmmaker Caro 
revealed the new adapta-
tion will not be a musical 
- unlike the other live-
action Disney remakes.

Speaking to Movie-
fone, Caro confirmed: 
“Yes, from what I un-
derstand, no songs right 
now, much to the horror 
of my children.”

Sean Bailey, the 
president of Motion Pic-
ture Production at Walt 
Disney Studios, recently 
said Caro would be tak-
ing a “very muscular” 
approach to the tale, and 
the director confirmed 

his comments about 
her plans for the “girly 
martial arts epic”.

The screenplay 
is written by 
Lauren Hynek, 
Rick Jaffa, Eliza-
beth Martin, 
Amanda Silver 
and produced 
by Chris Bender, 

William Kong, Ja-
son Reed, J.C. Spink 
and Jake Weiner.

femalefirst.co.uk

PTI/AP

Chairpersons of the three juries (Feature, Non-feature and Writing) Shekhar Kapur, Aradhana Pradhan and Anant Vijay during a 
press conference to announce the 65th National Film Awards in New Delhi on Friday.
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IPL: AB de Villiers stars as 
Bangalore beat Kings XI Punjab 

Bengaluru FC beat Neroca FC to book semi-final berth

Bayern to face Real, Liverpool 
to play Roma in semis

Rift in RCA widens as IPL begins

PTI

Royal Challengers Bangalore Quinton  De Kock and AB De Villiers run between the wicket  during the IPL 
2018 match against King’s XI Punjab at Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru on Friday.

Bengaluru FC’s Sunil Chhetri (C) in action during the match against Neroca FC at Kalinga Stadium on April 13.

Bengaluru, April 13 (IANS): 
AB de Villiers’ (57) brilliant 
knock helped Royal Chal-
lengers Bangalore beat 
Kings XI Punjab by four 
wickets in the Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) match 
here on Friday.

Chasing 156, opener 
Brendon McCullum (0) de-
parted in the first over and 
skipper Virat Kohli (21) also 
wasted the start and went 
back in the fifth over.

De Villiers and opener 
Quinton de Kock (45) then 
forged a crucial 54-run 
partnership for the third 
wicket before in-form de 
Kock was sent packing by 
Ravichandran Ashwin in 
the 12th over.

Mandeep Singh (22) 
then came in the middle 
and supported de Villiers 
by playing some beautifully 
crafted shots around the 
ground.

But just when Banga-
lore side was at the brink of 
the win, the South African 
player was dismissed by 
Andrew Tye in the 19th 
over. His 40-ball innings 
was laced with two bound-
aries and four sixes. Just af-
ter that, Mandeep also got 
run out in the same over.

But at that time, it was 
just a formality and low-
er-order batsmen Chris 
Woakes (1 not out) and 
Washington Sunder (9 not 
out) completed it with ease.

Earlier, Kings XI Punjab 
were bowled out for 155.

Bhubaneshwar, April 13 
(IANS): Sunil Chhetri (13th, 
55th, 90+4’) scored his sec-
ond hat-trick to set up a 
semifinal clash for the gal-
lery against Mohun Bagan 
as Bengaluru FC beat Ne-
roca FC 3-1 at the Kalinga 
Stadium here on Friday.

The early kick-off in 
seemingly harsh condi-
tions didn’t dictate the 
tempo that Bengaluru are 
used to playing at, or so 
it seemed, when Chhetri 
finished off a fantastic 
breakaway move with a 
header in the 13th minute. 

Miku deftly switched 
flanks and Udanta Singh 
sent in a cross that was 
parried away only for 
the Blues’ skipper to nod 
home into an empty goal.

With the lead in hand, 
Bengaluru began moving 
the ball around with more 
ease, stitching together 
some delightful passes in 
the process. 

Miku for one, brought 
the flicks and twists to the 
pitch while Udanta kept 
drawing orange shirts to 
him every time he had 
possession. Miku had a 
shy at goal from distance, 
Erik Paartalu came close 
with a glancing header and 
Chhetri saw a hit saved at 
point-blank range by Lalit 
Thapa.

However, an unchar-

acteristic error from Gur-
preet Singh Sandhu let 
Neroca claw back into the 
tie with just a minute of 
additional time in the first 
half left to play for. 

Sandhu failed to latch 
on to a free kick, spilling 
the ball at the feet of Pritam 
Singh. The Bengaluru ‘keep-
er recovered well to keep out 
a shot from close only to see 
Pritam get a second chance 
that he put away.

Not keen on the pros-
pect of bowing out of the 
tournament or taking the 
game to extra time, Ben-
galuru began pushing Ne-
roca to the ropes as soon as 
the second half began and 
Chhetri made the charge 
count with a calm finish in 
the 55thminute. 

The skipper beat the 
last line of defence and was 
picked up perfectly by a 
flick from Miku. With only 
Thapa to beat, Chhetri 
placed it past the goalie’s 
left to make it 2-1.

Looking to replicate 
a miracle that saw them 
come back from two goals 
down to beat Kerala Blast-
ers 3-2 in the pre-quarter-
final, Nerocas’ efforts often 
came crashing into a solid 
Bengaluru defence.

In what was a goal that 
stamped the seal on things, 
Chhetri was picked out by 
second half substitute Toni 

HOME TURF 

Super Cup

RMSA teachers self 
defence training concludes

Melak house wins Sainik school’s 
inter-house football championship 

Legislator lauds Kivi Zhimomi

QCK to conduct TT tourney

Open penalty shootout tourney

Zunheboto, Dimapur qualify

Dimapur, April 13 (EMN): The first 
phase of RMSA teachers’ self defence 
training (2017-18) in Taekwondo, con-
ducted by Nagaland Taekwondo Asso-
ciation (NTA) concluded on April 13 at 
IG stadium, Kohima. 

Addressing the closing function, 
RMSA Mission Director Limawabang 
urged upon the teachers to continue 
with the practice and also go back to 
the respective school and teach the 
students. He also distributed the certifi-
cates to the coaches and the teachers.

RMSA joint mission director, Dr. 
Kevi Rio, was impressed with large turn-
out of lady teachers during the training 
programme.

The best trainee teacher (woman) 
award was given to Easter Ayemi of 

GHS Piphema, Dimapur district, while 
the best trainee teacher (man) award 
was given to Neingu Yhokha of GHS, 
Kigwema, Kohima district.

The best upcoming trainee teacher 
(woman) award was given to Sevosalii 
Shijoh of GHS Sakhabama, Kohima 
district and the best upcoming trainee 
teacher (man) award was given to 
Nuchikho Rhakho a of GHS, Unger , 
Mokokchung  district.

Altogether, 82 teachers from Kohi-
ma, Dimapur, Mokokchung, Peren and 
Wokha districts attended the training 
session. The second phase training for 
other districts would commence from 
April 17 to 22.  

This was stated in a press release is-
sued by NTA media cell.

Dimapur, April 13 (EMN): Melak house 
has claimed the championship of the 
Sainik School Punglwa (SSP) sub-junior 
inter-house football tournament by de-
feating the Japfu house in the final match 
on April 12.

Group Captain and school principal, 
Sharad R Keskar, gave away the medals 
and certificates to the winners. 

Japfu dominated the match during 
the first half and managed to lead with a 

solitary goal. But ten minutes before the 
end of the second half, Melak scored the 
equaliser and managed to keep the bal-
ance till the final whistle. 

The match was decided through a 
penalty shoot-out in which Melak won 
by 3-2. 

Cadet Kedosetuo Pienyü of Melak 
house was awarded the best player of the 
championship. Patkai House finished 
third in the championship.

RMSA teachers pose for a group photo at the culmination of self defence training programme at IG 
Stadium, Kohima, on April 13.

Winners of the Sainik School sub-junior football championship, Melak house pose for a group photo 
with the awards.

NCA U-23 inter district cricket tournament
Dimapur, April 13 (EMN): Zunhe-
boto and Dimapur from Group A have 
qualified by defeating their respective 
opponents at the ongoing Nagaland 
Cricket Association (NCA) Under-23 
inter-district cricket tournament played 
at NCA stadium, Sovima, on April 13.

Winning the toss and electing to bat, 
Zunheboto defeated Mon by 18 runs. 
Zunheboto secured 151 runs for seven 
wickets in 20 overs. Kihika contributed 
34 runs, while Shubham made 31 runs, 
and Nihuto made 15 runs. Dheeraj took 
two wickets.

Mon could secure 133 runs for 5 
wickets in 20 overs. Phaknyu made 53 
runs, while Dheeraj made 42 runs. 

In the second match, Dimapur de-

feated Peren by 40 runs.
Winning the toss and electing to bat, 

Dimapur made 163 runs for 7 wickets in 
23 overs. 

Sedezhalie from Dimapur made 66 
runs, while Mannarayan and Puchu 
made 35 and 16 runs respectively. Om 
Sangma and Raja claimed four and two 
wickets respectively.

Peren could secure 73 all out in 11.5 
overs. Shubham and Argha made 18 and 
11 respectively. Tahmeed and Akavi took 
three wickets each for Peren.

SATURDAY MATCHES
Wokha vs Mokokchung (8:30 am)

Kohima vs Tuessang (1 pm)

Kohima, April 13 (EMN): Advisor of youth 
resource and sports department, Zale 
Neikha, has lauded Kivi Zhimomi on 
his recent success to sign contract with 
NorthEast United FC. The 22 year old Zhi-
momi had signed a contract with NUEFC 
for three years and would be joining the 
team by August this year. A message con-
gratulating the footballer was received 
from on Wednesday.

Neikha has congratulated Zhimomi 
for his recognition as the first footballer in 
Nagaland endorsed to NorthEast United 
FC under the aegis of Indian Super 
League (ISL).

“The journey you (Zhimomi) start 
today has a long way to go to win many 
hurdles. Keep your aim high and make 
a plan to build many milestones in your 
professional career.”

“Amidst the reminiscence of late Dr. 
T Ao, your achievement which brings out 
the masterstroke attitude has yet again 
won another laurel to Nagaland football 
and inspires others to dream beyond,” 
stated Neikha.

The minister also wished him success 
in all his future endeavours and hoped 
that as a rising star, he would bring many 
more laurels to Nagaland football.

Dimapur, April 13 (EMN): The Quasar Club Kohima (QCK), in collaboration with Ko-
hima District Table Tennis Association (KDTTA), has announced to organise the first 
Nizheto Awomi Memorial Table Tennis Championship from April 25 to 27 at TT indoor 
stadium, Raj Bhavan, Kohima. For entries and further details, all concerned persons 
are asked to contact phone nos. 917005253758 and 917005735345.

Kohima, April 13 (EMN): The 4rd open penalty shoot-out tournament, organised by 
Prodigies Group under the aegis of Khedi Baptist Church, Kohima, on the theme “in-
novating a stronger fellowship” has been scheduled on April 21 at D Khel (Seikhazou) 
ground, Kohima village.

Lokesh Rahul (47) and 
Ashwin (33) were the top 

scorers for Punjab.
For Bangalore, pacer 

Umesh Yadav scalped 
three wickets while Chris 

Nyon, April 13 (AFP/PTI): De-
fending champions Real Madrid 
will face Bayern Munich in the 
semi-finals of the Champions 
League while Liverpool play AS 
Roma in a repeat of the 1984 
final.

Cristiano Ronaldo’s Real will 
go to Bayern’s Allianz Arena for 
the first leg while Liverpool will 
host Roma at Anfield in their first 
match, after Friday’s draw.

The Liverpool-Roma tie pits 
Mohamed Salah, who has scored 
39 goals in all competitions 
already this season, against his 
former club. “Looking forward to 
seeing you again,” Roma tweeted 
about the Egyptian striker.

Real, who have won the com-
petition 12 times, reached the 
semi-finals by fighting off a re-

markable Juventus comeback 
before Ronaldo scored a late 
penalty to give them a 4-3 win 
on aggregate.

Roma produced one of the 
most remarkable comebacks in 
Champions League history to 
knock out Lionel Messi’s Bar-
celona with a 3-0 victory in the 
Italian capital that gave them an 
unexpected win on away goals 
over the two legs.

Bundesliga champions Bay-
ern, who named Niko Kovac as 
their next coach minutes before 
the draw, eased past Sevilla in 
their quarter-final.

Liverpool beat runaway Pre-
mier League leaders Manchester 
City 5-1 on aggregate to set up 
their meeting with Roma. The 
English side won the 1984 final, 
played in Rome, on penalties.

The first legs will take place 
on April 24-25 and the second 
will be on May 1-2. The 2018 final 
will be played in Kiev.

Jaipur, April 13 (IANS): With the 
start of Indian Premier League 
(IPL), the factionalism in Rajasthan 
Cricket Association (RCA) seems to 
have intensified.

At a press conference on Thurs-
day, RCA Secretary RS Nandhu 
alleging financial irregularities in 
the bills of contractor who repaired 
the SMS Stadium before the start of 
11th edition of the IPL.

A day earlier, on Wednesday, 
speaking to IANS, Nandhu had 
complained how their section had 
been sidelined by the RCA Presi-
dent CP Joshi and how they had 
not been issued a single invitation 
pass.

Speaking to the media, Nandhu 
said that Joshi had created an im-
pression that the bills of contractor 
were not being signed by him and 
RCA Treasurer Pinkesh Kumar Jain.

“The tendered amount was INR 
2.59 crore. But, Joshi is pressuring 
us to sign a bill for Rs 4 crore,” he 
added.

He alleged that before undertak-
ing repair works exceeding over Rs 
2.59 crore, no approval was sought 

from them.
The tender was granted to M/S 

Creative Projects Pvt Ltd, which 
was of INR 2.59 crore. However, 
the actual repair work was done by 
Ramakant Pareek who is close to CP 
Joshi, Nandhu further alleged.

Nandhu said: “We demand a 
thorough and detailed inquiry into 
the actual cost of work done by 
M/S Creative Projects and probe 
whether the actual works are being 
done by Pareek. The pressure put by 
Joshi is unjustified.”

When asked about his views on 
Twitter war which erupted between 
former RCA President Lalit Modi 
and incumbent President Joshi on 
late Wednesday, he said: “Read and 
enjoy this war.”

Problems began when C.P. Joshi 
defeated Ruchir Modi, son of Lalit 
Modi, in the last RCA elections, to 
become president of the Rajasthan 
Cricket Association. 

However, two of Modi’s men, 
Nandhu and Jain managed to 
be win the elections and hence 
were appointed as secretary and 
treasurer.

Dovale before caressing 
the ball past Thapa with 
just the perfect hint of a 
curl, giving the skipper his 

second hat-trick in a Ben-
galuru shirt.

Bengaluru will face 
Mohun Bagan in the semi-

final of the inaugural Super 
Cup, on April 17th, with 
the winner set to play one 
of FC Goa or East Bengal.

Woakes, Kulwant Khejroli-
ya and Sundar took two 
wickets each.

Put in to bat, Punjab 
started off on a poor note, 
losing opener Mayank 
Agarwal (15), new batsmen 
Aaron Finch (0) and Yuvraj 
Singh (4) the fourth over. 
With the scoreboard read-
ing 32, Mayank and Finch 
were dismissed in consecu-
tive balls, while Yuvraj was 
bowled on the last ball by 
Umesh Yadav.

Unperturbed by the 
sudden fall of wickets, 
opener Lokesh Rahul (47) 
played sensibly and also 
hammered the bowlers 
all around the park before 
getting out in the 12th over 
to spinner Sundar. In his 
30-ball knock, he slammed 
two boundaries and four 
sixes.

Middle-order batsmen 
Karun Nair (29) and Marcus 
Stoinis (11) also failed to 
utilise their starts and got 
dismissed in the back to 
back overs to make score-
board read 102/5.

With their top-five 
players sitting in dugout, 
Punjab’s lower-order got 
exposed early. Ashwin (33), 
however, tried to pace up 
the innings but in the proc-
ess the off-spinner also got 
out in the penultimate over.

Tye (7) and Mujeeb Ur 
Rahman (0) got out cheaply 
and Punjab only managed 
155 runs in 19.2 overs.

CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE 
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Anish, Anjum, Tejaswini swell India's medals tally on Day 9
Bajrang strikes gold, silver each for 
Khatri, Pooja; Divya bags bronze

Shuttlers  Sindhu, Saina, 
Srikanth, Prannoy, 
Satwik, Ashwini in semis

India enter men's 4x400m relay final

Pugilists Vikas, Satish in finals

Chopra enters men's javelin final

India on track to becoming leading 
boxing nation – BFI president

Germany top FIFA rankings, 
Belgium jump to third

Boxing Federation of India president Ajay Singh

Sergei Evglevski of Australia (left) silver medal, Anish of India (center) gold medal, and Sam Gown of England (right) bronze medal, 
during the award ceremony for men's 25m Rapid Fire Pistol final at the Belmont Shooting Centre during the 2018 Commonwealth 
Games in Brisbane, Australia, Friday, April 13, 2018.

AP/PTI

Gold medalist India's Bajrang poses for 
photographs at the medal ceremony of the 
men's freestyle 65 kg wrestling event at the 
Commonwealth  Games 2018 in Gold Coast, on 
Friday. 

AP/PTI
Silver medalist India's  Pooja Dhanda poses 
for photographs at the medal ceremony of the 
women's freestyle 57 kg wrestling event at the 
Commonwealth  Games 2018 in Gold Coast, on 
Friday.  

AP/PTI

XXI COMMONWEALTH GAMES

Gold Coast, April 13 (IANS): 
Shooter Anish Bhanwala 
created history by becom-
ing the youngest Indian 
gold medallist while An-
jum Moudgil and Tejas-
wini Sawant clinched silver 
and gold respectively in the 
women's 50 metre Rifle 3 
Positions Final at the 21st 
Commonwealth Games 
here on Friday.

India are third in the 
medals tally with 42 med-
als -- 17 gold, 11 silver and 
14 bronze.

After the ninth day, 15 
medals have come from 
the shooters (six gold, four 

silver and five bronze).
The disappointments of 

the day were Kynan Chenai 
and Manavjit Sandhu, who 
finished a lowly sixth and 
21st after the first day of 
qualifications in the men's 
trap shooting competition.

Tejaswini and Anjum 
have won gold and silver 
respectively in the Women's 
50m Rifle 3 Positions.

Tejaswini registered a 
new Games record 457.9 
points to take the title. An-
jum scored 455.7.

Seonaid McIntosh of 
Scotland took bronze with 
444.6.

Earlir, Anjum clinched 
the top spot in the quali-
fication standings with a 
CWG record of 589 points.

Sawant qualified at the 
third position with a score 
of 582.

In the men's 25m Rap-
id Fire Pistol event, Anish 
fired a new meet record to 
win gold. wAnish scored 30 
points in the finals to finish 
two points ahead of Austra-
lia's Sergei Evglevski.

Sam Gowin of England 
scored 17 to take the bronze 
medal.

Neeraj Kumar, the other 
Indian in the fray, finished 

fifth in the six-man final 
with a score of 13.

The 15-year-old Anish is 
India's youngest ever gold 
medallist at the CWG.

Coached by former In-
dia star Jaspal Rana, the 
Haryana lad has been go-
ing through a superb run of 
form in recent months. 

He had set a new junior 
world record of 579 out of 
a possible 600 on his way 
to the gold medal in 25m 
standard pistol at the at 
the 2017 ISSF Junior World 
Championships in Suhl, 
Germany.

Earlier on Friday, An-

ish and Neeraj topped the 
qualification stage to enter 
the final in style.

Anish took pole posi-
tion with 580 points while 
Neeraj was second with 
579.

Evglevski was fourth 
with 576, followed by Paki-
stan's Muhammad Khalil 
Akhtar at 571.

Gowin scored 568 while 
David Chapman, the sec-
ond Australian in the fray, 
notched up a tally of 566 
points in the qualification 
round.

Kynan Chenai  and 
Manavjit Sandhu finished 
a lowly sixth and 21st, re-
spectively after the first day 
of qualifications in men's 
trap event.

Kynan shot 23, 23 to 
take his total to 46 after the 
opening two rounds on day 
1 of the competition, while 
Manavjit fired 22 and 21 to 
accumulate 43.

Malta's Brian Galea 
topped the day 1 qualifica-
tions after shooting a total 
of 48 at the Belmont Shoot-
ing Centre, here.

In other event, Shreyasi 
Singh finished fifth in the 
women's Trap.

Shreyasi scored 19 in 
the final which featured a 
total of six shooters. 

She was eliminated af-
ter the competitiors had 
completed 30 shots each.

Laetisha Scanlan of 
Australia won the title with 
a new tournament record of 
38 points.

Northern Ireland's 
Kirsty Barr took silver with 
37 while Sarah Wixey of 
Wales scored 28 to get the 
bronze medal.

Gold Coast, April 13 (IANS): Bajrang Ku-
mar won the gold medal in the 65kg while 
Mausam Khatri (97kg) and Pooja Dhanda 
(57kg) won a silver each and Divya Kakran 
(68kg) bagged a bronze medal as Indian 
wrestlers enjoyed a successful day at the 
21st Commonwealth Games (CWG) here 
on Friday.

Bajrang needed only around two min-
utes to overpower Kane Charig of Wales by 
technical superiority in the final.

The Indian came up with a series of 
awe inspiring performances over the 
course of his campaign to win all his bouts 
by technical superiority and win his first 
major international tournament in style.

Bouts are awarded on the basis of tech-
nical superiority when a wrestler takes a 
lead of 10 or more points.

Bajrang was in a class of his own. He 
had started his campaign with a power-
packed display against Brahm Richards 
of New Zealand that lasted just a couple 
of minutes.

In the quarter-finals, Bajrang out-
classed Amas Daniel of Nigeria, building 
up a 10-0 lead early in the second round.

The domination contiuned in the 
semi-finals where Bajrang pulled off a 
series of two-point moves against Vincent 
De Marinis of Canada to take a 8-0 lead 
in the first round. Another takedown just 
after the break earned him the win and a 
place in the final. Later, Khatri had to be 

satisfied with silver in his division. Khatri 
lost to reigning African champion Martin 
Erasmus of South Africa by technical supe-
riority in the 97kg freestyle final.

Khatri was trailing 2-12 when the 
officials awarded the bout to the South 
African.

In the women's section, Pooja lost 
5-7 to defending champion Odunayo Ad-
ekuoroye of Nigeria in the final. The Nige-
rian had won the title at the 2014 CWG in 
Glasgow as well. Pooja had defeated Joseph 
Tiako of Cameroon 11-5 in the semi-finals.

In the final, Pooja was in trouble in the 
first round as Odunayo took a formidable 
6-1 lead. The Indian had almost pulled off a 
pin in the closing stages of the first period, 
but the defending champion managed to 
wriggle out of trouble. 

Pooja staged a strong fight back after 
the break. She pulled off a couple of two-
point moves to outscore the Nigerian by a 
4-1 margin in the second round. But Odu-
nayo managed to hold on to retain the title. 

In the women's 68kg class, Divya de-
feated Sherin Sultana of Bangladesh by fall 
to take a bronze medal.

Earlier in the semi-finals, Divya lost by 
technical superiority to Nigeria's Blessing 
Oborududu.

The 19-year-old from Delhi was no 
match for the more experienced Blessing 
as the Nigerian opened up a 11-1 lead in 
the second round to clinch the issue.

Gold Coast, April 13 (IANS): 
India's star singles shut-
tlers PV Sindhu, Saina Ne-
hwal, Kidambi Srikanth and 
H.S. Prannoy advanced to 
the semi-finals, while Ash-
wini Ponnappa and Satwik 
Rankireddy reached the 
semi-finals in both the dou-
bles categories at the 21st 
Commonwealth Games here 
on Friday.

London Olympics bronze 
medallist Saina hardly broke 
sweat to clinch a 21-8, 21-13 
win over Canada's Rachel 
Honderich, while Rio Olym-
pics silver medallist Sindhu 
also notched up a comfort-
able 21-14, 21-17 win over 
another Canadian, Brittney 
Tam.

Saina will next face World 
No.18 Kirsty Gilmour of Scot-
land, while Sindhu will take 
on Canadian Michelle Li for 
a place in the gold-medal 
match.

Gilmour progressed after 
India's Ruthvika Gadde re-
tired hurt.

In the men's singles, 
World No.1 Srikanth thrashed 
Singapore's Zin Rei Ryan 

21-15, 21-12, while Pran-
noy eased past Sri Lankan 
Dinuka Karunaratna 21-13, 
21-6 to set-up a clash against 
Lee Chong Wei. Srikanth will 
meet Rajiv Ouseph of Eng-
land on Saturday at the Car-
rara Sports Arena, here.

Ashwini and Satwik also 
enjoyed strong performanc-
es. They fought off Malaysian 
mixed doubles pair Soon Goh 
Huat and Lai Shevon Jemie 
with a 21-19, 21-19 win to 
enter the final.

Ashwini and N Sikki Red-
dy, the lone Indian women's 
doubles pair in the quarter-
finals, comfortably thrashed 
the Sri Lankan pair of Hasini 
Ambalangodage and Madu-
shika Dilrukshi Beruwelage 
21-11, 21-13.

Satwik then paired up 
with Chirag Shetty to get past 
Malaysian men's doubles 
pair of Chan Peng Soon and 
Huat 21-14, 15-21, 21-9.

However, Sikki's mixed 
doubles campaign with Pra-
naav Chopra came to an end 
as they lost 17-21, 12-21 to 
Malaysians Peng and Liu 
Ying Goh.

Gold Coast, April 13 (IANS): The Indian 
quartet of Jeevan Suresh, Jacob Amoj, 
Muhammed Anas and Rajiv Arokia 
entered the final of the men's 4x400 
metre relay at the 21st Commonwealth 
Games (CWG) here on Friday.

The Indians clocked 3 minutes and 
04.05 seconds to finish second in Heat 
2. Sprint powerhouse Jamaica finished 
first in Heat 2 with a time of 3:03.97.

The Bahamas also qualified from 

Heat 2, taking the third spot with 
3:04.62. Botswana registered their sea-
son's best time of 3:05.01 to take the top 
spot in Heat 1.

Kenya (3:13.52) and Fiji (3:19.19) 
were the others to qualify from that 
group. The Indians are the reigning 
Asian champions, having won the title 
at the continental meet in Bhubanesh-
war last year, and are among the favou-
rites for a podium finish.

Gold Coast, April 13 
(IANS): India's boxers 
Vikas Krishan and Satish 
Kumar advanced to the 
finals, while Manoj Ku-
mar lost in the semi-
finals at the 21st Com-
m o n w e a l t h  G a m e s 
(CWG) here on Friday.

V i k a s  d e f e a t e d 
Northern Ireland's Ste-
ven Donnelly 5:0 by an 
unanimous verdict in 
the 75 kg semi-final. The 
Indian got 29-27, 29-27, 

30-26, 29-28, 29-27 from 
each of the five judges at 
the end of three rounds. 
At the end of the first 
round, only one judge 
had favoured Vikas.

In the final, the Indi-
an will meet Dieudonne 
Wilfried Seyi Ntsengue 
of Cameroon.

Satish progressed 
to the 91 kg final after 
the referee decided to 
abandon the match as 
Seychelles' Keddy Ag-

nes received a cut on 
the face in the second 
round. 

Satish will face Eng-
lishman Frazer Clarke in 
the final.

Manoj fell against 
Englishman Pat McCor-
mack 0:5 by unanimous 
verdict. Each of the five 
judges gave McCormack 
30-27, 30-27, 30-27, 30-
27, 30-26 for totals after 
three rounds respec-
tively.

Gold Coast, April 13 (IANS): India's 
Neeraj Chopra and Vipin Kashana 
entered the final of the men's Javelin 
Throw event at the 21st Commonwealth 
Games here on Friday.

Chopra hurled the javelin to a dis-
tance of 80.42 metres to take the second 
place in Group A of the qualification 
round. Kashana registered 78.88m to 
qualify as the third thrower in Group B.

New Delhi, April 13 (IANS): Boxing 
Federation of India (BFI) President 
Ajay Singh on Friday said that the 
performance at the 21st Common-
wealth Games in Gold Coast where 
nine boxers will end up with medals 
is a sign that the country is on track 
of becoming a leading boxing na-
tion of the world.

Boxers Vikas Krishan, Satish Ku-
mar, Amit Panghal, Gaurav Solanki 
and Manish Kaushik entered the 
finals of their respective categories, 
while Naman Tanwar, Manoj Kumar 
and Mohammed Hussamuddin got 
bronze medals after losing in the 
semi-finals on Friday.

The finals will take place on 
Saturday, with legandary M.C. Mary 
Kom also joining Vikas (75kg), Satish 

Rio de Janeiro, April 13 (IANS): 
Reigning world champions Ger-
many has retained top spot in the 
FIFA world rankings despite 
extending their winless run to 
four matches.

Joachim Low's team lost 
1-0 to Brazil and drew 0-0 
with Spain in the latest in-
ternational friendlies last 
month. 

The team's last win was a 
5-1 rout of Azerbaijan on Oc-
tober 8, a result that completed 
a clean sweep of 10 victories from 
all of their 10 2018 World Cup 
qualifiers. 

Five-time World Cup winners 
Brazil remained second in the rank-
ings while Belgium rose two places 

to third. Portugal and Argentina 
dropped one 

spot each to fourth and fifth, respec-
tively, Xinhua news agency reported. 

The biggest movers in the top 
20 were Tunisia, who jumped nine 

places to 14th, while Uruguay 
climbed five rungs to 17th af-
ter winning the China Cup in 
March. 

Four-time World Cup cham-
pions Italy fell six spots to 20th 

following a loss to Argentina and 
a draw with England last month. 

New FIFA members Kosovo and 
Burkina Faso reached their highest 
ever positions of 152nd and 196th, 
respectively. 

The next FIFA rankings will be 
published on May 17, less than a 
month before the World Cup be-
gins in Russia.

CWG 2018 Medals Tally

(91kg), Amit (49kg), Gaurav (52kg) 
and Manish (60kg) in the hunt for the 
gold medals.

"This is India's best performance 
in the Commonwealth Games. We 
have never won 9 medals. We have 
never won more than one gold out-
side India. So I am very pleased with 
what our boxers have achieved. We 
are on track as we work towards our 
goal of becoming a leading boxing 
nation of the world," Ajay Singh said 
in a statement.

"Yes, I am very happy with how 
our young boxers have performed. 
Even those who lost put up very good 
performances. We have a great blend 
of youth and experience and the fu-
ture of Indian boxing looks bright," 
he added.


