
Acharya with officials from Tata Trust and Nagaland health department on Thursday in Kohima. 

Mangled remains of the Mahindra Bolero vehicle that fell off the 
road near Indira Gandhi Stadium in Kohima on Thursday. 
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Dimapur, April 12 (EMN): 
The government of Naga-
land is pushing for estab-
lishment of a Cancer Care 
Centre in the state – by way 
of inviting the corporate gi-
ant Tata Trust to set up the 
facility in Nagaland.

The Raj Bhavan, on 
Thursday, issued a press 
release informing about 
‘a purposeful meeting for 
development of Cancer 
Care Centre in Nagaland 
by Tata Trust’ being held at 
Raj Bhavan Kohima ‘at the 
initiation of the governor’. 
Representatives from the 
Tata trust and Nagaland 
government officials led 
the chief secretary and of-
ficials from the department 
of Health and Family Wel-
fare attended said meeting. 

“Principal Secretary to 
governor, Piyush Goyal, 
said the governor had initi-
ated the meeting with the 
objective to hold interac-
tion with the officials of the 
H & FW department and 
representatives from Tata 
Trust to work out a modal-
ity to take the idea forward. 

“Lakshman Sethura-
man from Tata Trust ex-
plained that the idea is to 
structure the system in 

Acharya leads campaign for 
cancer care centre in Nagaland  

Nagaland’s special land laws obstruct progress of industrialisation

Zeliangrong Baudi vows to protect 
community's collective identity   

EC to hear plea on cancellation of Cong. poll symbol

Two killed in Kohima accident NPF alleges discrepancy 
in fund distribution   

Six-year-old Aowalu with his racquet prior to a match at the ongoing Mokokchung Inter-School badminton 
Championship on Thursday. A standard-I student of Jubilee Memorial School, this little boy is believed to be 
youngest competitor in the tournament. (Report on Page 11)

Big dreams for little people
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The two most powerful 
warriors are patience 

and time. 

~ Leo Tolstoy
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Welcome to Naga intellectual 
class. First Lesson is: no 

constructive criticism. Second 
lesson: blame.

~ Arien

Ronaldo's late penalty puts Real 
Madrid into semi-finals   |  P11

France has proof Assad regime used 
chemical weapons — Macron  | P9

such a way that the treat-
ment of cancer comes to 
the doorstep of the patients 
so that people don’t go out 
of their states for cancer 
treatments and their live-
lihood is not disturbed. 
He further explained that 
70%-90% of cancer care 
can be handled by doctors 
and nurses after training 
while the super specialist is 
required for the treatment 
planning and complicated 
surgeries,” the statement 
informed. 

According to Sethura-

man, the project was not 
about building new cancer 
hospitals but addressing 
the issue of cancer care 
in the entire length and 
breadth of Nagaland in 
partnership with the de-
partment of Health and 
Family Welfare of Naga-
land. 

The Raj Bhavan press 
release informed that Ach-
arya had earlier written a 
letter to the Ratan Tata in-
viting the latter to establish 
an ‘Advance Cancer Care 
programme’ in Nagaland.  

Acharya had highlighted 
that cancer cases in Naga-
land have been increasing 
every year – while amking 
a case for the Trust to es-
tablish a care-centre In the 
Nagaland. 

“The governor also dis-
cussed the issue along with 
other public welfare is-
sues with the chief minister 
of Nagaland, Neiphiu Rio 
during their meeting at Raj 
Bhavan the same evening. 
The chief minister also 
expressed his happiness at 
the initiative,” it informed. 

Dimapur, April 12 (EMN): 
The Zeliangrong Baudi 
(AMN) – a community or-
ganisation representing 
the Zeliangrong people 
from Assam, Manipur and 
Nagaland – has rejected 
any move to trifurcate the 
community into Zeme, 
Liangmai and Rongmei 
tribes ‘by any force/ele-
ment’. 

A press release from 
the organisation on Thurs-
day stated that a decision 
to this effect was reached 
at its 8th ‘dimki session’ 
(assembly) held at Makui-
longdi village in Senapati 

district of Manipur on April 
11. 

The press release de-
scribed said location as 
‘the cradle of Zeliangrong 
civilization as well as the 
place of dispersal of Zeli-
angrong people to different 
directions’.  

“The Zeliangrong peo-
ple will not allow in any 
manner to trifurcate our-
selves into Zeme, Liangmai 
and Rongmei separately by 
any force/element within 
and without,” the resolu-
tion read. It also decided 
to ban all kinds of explora-
tion of natural resources 

including petroleum prod-
ucts. 

“The dimki session also 
took serious note over the 
threat perception to the 
Zeliangrong people in As-
sam particularly NC Hills/
Dima Hasao district from 
the neighbouring commu-
nities. Their grievances and 
security concern would be 
apprised to the GOl, secu-
rity forces and all authori-
ties concerned,” it stated.

The session had in at-
tendance ‘many promi-
nent Zeliangrong leaders, 
students, youths, intel-
lectuals, church leaders, 

village chiefs from Assam, 
Manipur and Nagaland’, it 
stated. 

The tatar hoho (parlia-
ment) of the NSCN (IM) at 
a meeting at its headquar-
ters at Camp Hebron on 
March 23 had recognised 
Zeme, Liangmai and Rong-
mei as separate tribal com-
munities. 

Recently, the Rongmei 
Naga People’s Organisa-
tion (RNPO) – said to be 
‘the apex body of Rongmei 
people living in Assam, 
Manipur and Nagaland’ – 
had lauded the decision of 
the NSCN (IM).

New Delhi, April 12 (IANS): Less than 
a month before Karnataka goes to 
polls, the Election Commission (EC) 
will on April 18 hear a plea regard-
ing the cancellation of the Congress 
party's election symbol -- palm, a BJP 
leader said on Thursday.

Ashwini Upadhyay, who had peti-
tioned the EC in this regard, tweeted 
the information, saying "... the elec-
tion symbol had been illegally allot-
ted to the Indian National Congress".

"As per law and the Model Code 
of Conduct, part of body can't be an 
election symbol and also a person 
can't enter in a polling booth with 
any election symbol," said Upadhyay, 

also a Supreme Court lawyer.
Polling is scheduled for May 12 

in Karnataka which is likely to see a 
tough contest between the Congress 
that is trying to retain power in the 
crucial state and its main political 
rival the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

Upadhyay filed a petition before 
the poll body on January 29, alleging 
that the Congress' symbol violated 
the Model Code of Conduct.

He contended that Section 130 
of the Representation of People's Act 
and the General Conduct 4 of the 
Model Code of Conduct restricted 
exhibition of election symbol on poll-
ing day and "particularly within 100 

meters of polling station". 
"Since the election symbol of 

the Congress is 'Hand', its candi-
dates, supporters and agents always 
carry it, even when campaigning is 
stopped," Upadhyay said in the letter 
to the EC.

The symbol was allotted to In-
dira Gandhi-led Congress (I) in 1980 
by the EC. The similar open palm 
symbol was earlier used by the All 
India Forward Bloc (AIFB) in the 1952 
elections. 

As AIFB disbanded soon after the 
1952 elections, the symbol remained 
unused for decades till it was offered 
to the Congress (I). 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 12 (EMN): 
Two persons were killed and 
three seriously injured in a 
tragic accident at Kohima 
on April 12. 

The accident took place 
at around 2.20 pm when a 
red-coloured Bolero went 
out of track and fell below 
the highway near Indira 
Gandhi Stadium in Ko-
hima. 

Police sources said the 
Bolero, which was return-
ing from Tseminyu after 
attending a wedding, fell 
around 70-80 ft deep. 

The two deceased, both 
male, have been identified 
as Nyiyalo Kath, 45 years 
and 17 year-old Meto Kath. 
They both were reported 
to have died on the spot of 
accident.

Dimapur, April 12 (EMN): The opposition Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) has once again cried foul at 
the People’s Democratic Alliance (PDA) govern-
ment – alleging it of ‘depriving villagers their due 
share of funds from the centre’. 

In a press release issued on Thursday, the 
NPF claimed that during the tenure of its chief 
minister, TR Zeliang, the Nagaland government 
had “ensured the release of INR 285 cr. under 
MNREGA”. The money was, however, not released 
to the village development boards (VDBs) due 
to the imposition of the election model code of 
conduct, it claimed. 

The PDA government, it stated, had recently 
released INR 140 cr. to the VDBs ‘out of the total 
amount of INR 285 cr.’    

“From the present release, Dimapur district 
has been allocated Rs. 13,24,11,351 out of which 
the normal total allocation for VDB, Nagarjan 
(Kuda) village is Rs. 10,73,800 for implementation 
of VDB schemes under MNREGA. But apart from 
this, the principal secretary, Rural development 
through his own discretion has allocated an ad-
ditional amount of Rs. 1, 45,00,000 to his own 
village, Nagarjan (Kuda) village taking the total 
amount to Rs. 1, 55,71,800,” the party claimed.

Calling it a ‘clear-cut case of favouritism, 
nepotism, and corruption’, the NPF wondered 
who delegated financial power to the principal 
secretary to allocate such ‘huge amount’ to a 
single village. “And if this much is given to a single 
village what will be the fate of more than 200 vil-
lages in Dimapur district?” it asked. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, April 12 (EMN): The 
annual administrative report 
(2017-2018) of the department 
of Industries and Commerce 
maintained that the total budget 
outlay during 2017-2018 was 
INR 6711.09 lakh which includes 
INR 1131 lakh for plan and INR 
5580.09 lakh for non-plan. 

The breakup of the budget, 
as maintained in the depart-
ment's 40-paged annual re-
port, was INR 1131 lakh for plan 
(Centrally Sponsored Scheme, 
Public Sector Undertakings 
and others), INR 5580.09 lakh 
for non-plan which includes 
INR 3626.72 lakh for salary and 
wages, INR 298.97 lakh for ad-
ministration expenses and INR 
1654.40 lakh for PSU. 

"The department of Indus-
tries and Commerce is endeav-
ouring to promote industrialisa-
tion in the state through various 
industrial and commercial ac-
tivities including hospitality and 
business service in the state. 
The task of the department is 
however a difficult one. The re-

moteness of the state along with 
poor industrial infrastructure 
like road linkages, electricity 
was the major problems. The 
second is the special land laws 
that restrict the transfer of land 
to non-locals."

The department has so far 
created the following infrastruc-
ture in order to facilitate the 
industrial growth in the state: 
Industrial Growth Centre (IGC) 
at Ganeshnagar Dimapur; ex-
port promotion industrial park 
which is now being upgraded 
to product specific Special Eco-
nomic Zone (SEZ),;Nagaland 
Tool Room and Training Centre 
(NTTC) Dimapur aimed with 
human resource deployment in 
the industrial sector; Industrial 
Infrastructure Development 
Centre (IIDC) at Kiruphema; 
and four Industrial Estates (ID) 
Mokokchung, Mon, Peren and 
Dimapur during current plan 
period.   

Development of bamboo, cane 
and wood-based handicraft 
Total project cost is INR 6.59 cr. 

and fund released during 2017-
18 as 1st instalment is INR 1.46 
cr. states the report.   

The project is being imple-
mented to create strong produc-
tion base at the cluster level by 
creating physical infrastructure, 
providing skill training base 
on the market need outside 
the state and skill set available 
within the community at the 
identified locations in the state 
and provide market linkage so 
that the artisans will get a better 
livelihood and income.

Clusters identified for im-
plementation under the project 
is are: Pfutsero in Phek dis-
trict; Lungwa in Mon district, 
Ghathashi in Zunheboto dis-
trict; Jalukie in Peren district; 
Longleng in Longleng district; 
and Tuli in Mokokchung district. 

The project interventions 
are skill-mapping and base-line 
study, skill training and upgrade, 
promoting social enterprises, 
common facility centres at clus-
ter level, market promotion ac-
tivities and upgrade programme 
of Nagaland Tool Room and 

Training Centre (NTTC). 
The Ministry of MSME gov-

ernment of India in collabora-
tion with the state government 
has agreed to upgrade the NTTC 
with the main objective to pro-
vide a platform to develop the 
manufacturing sector in the 
state. 

The upgraded tool room 
shall be installed with state-
of-the-art machinery and 
equipment having precision 
computer aided design and 
manufacturing facilities, ad-
vanced Computer Numeri-
cal Control (CNC) machines, 
presses and plastic processing 
machines to name a few which 
can provide a wider platform 
for the north eastern region in 
particular and the country in 
general to train thousands of 
youth for the huge job demands 
in both national and interna-
tional markets. 

Till date around 90% of con-
struction of building has been 
completed and the funds are 
awaited for procurement of 
machineries and equipments. 

Khadi Plaza 
The Khadi and Village Industries 
Commission (KVIC)  has agreed 
in principle for establishment of 
a Khadi Plaza (Haat) in Dimapur 
where the expenditure will be 
met by the KVIC  and the state 
government on the basis of 
90:10 ratios in a phased man-
ner, notes the report. 

The state government has 
released its share of 10% of 
the total project cost as seed 
money for establishment of 
Khadi Plaza in Dimapur. The 
KVIC has sanctioned INR 5.56 
cr. for the 1st phase which has 
been escalated to INR 6.18 cr. 
including state share that has 
been sanctioned and released 
by KVIC in the year 2016. The 
board has released running bill 
amounting to INR 5.054 cr to 
the contractors. 

Handloom and Handicrafts 
The report for NHHDC produc-
tion, Marketing and promo-
tional activities for the period 
of March 2017 to February 2018 
stated production of hand-

looms and handicraft activities 
as the prime objective, the 
corporation has invested an 
amount of INR 10.30 lakh for 
procurement of raw materials 
for production at its weaving 
production centre, dyeing cen-
tre and craft development cen-
tre and the total value of pro-
duction from the above centres 
amounting to INR 15.10 lakh. 
There are about INR 6.80 lakh 
value of raw materials unused 
in the store, the report stated.

Finished products of the 
corporation as well as those 
production units within the 
states are marketed through 
sales outlet of the corporation 
within and outside the state. 

The corporation has invest-
ed an amount of INR 40.60 lakh 
for procurement of handloom 
and handicrafts finished prod-
ucts from the registered produc-
tion units and has achieve a total 
sales amounting to INR 39.10 
lakh during the financial year 
2017-2018 (till Feb. 2018) and 
the value of INR 1.28 cr. still in 
stock at the emporiums.   

All the deceased, and 
the injured, people hails 
from Tesophenyu village 
under Tseminyu sub-divi-
sion, it was informed. 

The injured persons, all 
female, have been identi-
fied as Rosenle Kath (56), 
Singale (55) and Keteni (29). 
Police sources further said 

that they have been admit-
ted at ICU in Naga Hospital 
and are reported to be in 
critical condition. 

The exact cause of the 
accident could not be as-
certained as the driver, who 
happens to be a female, was 
not in a condition to talk at 
the time of filing this report.
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Agri and allied 
departments discuss 
upland farming system 

Phokhungri celebrates 
culture with Kenye

Tammong becomes Mon district’s 105th village

Change of guard in the Business Association of Nagas 

Data collection for education to begin

District planning boards meet for April

Officers seen here in meeting during the consultations on April 12.  

M Noke Wangnao speaking at the inauguration ceremony of Tammong village, in Mon district, on April 12. 

The departing members and newly inducted members of the Business Association of Nagas seen here during the change of guard in Dimapur 
on April 11. 

(Left) The chairman of Tseminyu Sub-Divisional Planning Development Board, R Khing, speaking during 
the meeting in the DB customary court on April 10 in Tseminyu. 

Members of the faculty and students of the department of Hotel Management at Global Open 
University of Nagaland pose for the lens with the manager of Westin Kolkata during their educational 
tour during the first week of April at Rajarhat in Kolkata. 

One from the tour Angami students to  
celebrate 50th anniversary
The Angami Students’ Union of Shillong (Asus) is set 
to celebrate their golden jubilee on April 14 at the U 
Soso Tham auditorium in Shillong in Meghalaya. The 
celebration will be based on the theme “rise and lead,” 
a press release from the union informed the media 
on Thur. April 12. The updates stated that the deputy 
speaker of Nagaland Zhaleo Rio, will be the chief guest; 
and the former vice chancellor of Martin Christian 
University of Shillong RG Lyngdoh the guest of honor 
for the occasion. Further, the updates informed that 
the Naga folk singer Methaneilie Jutakhrie will be 
performing during the programme. There will also be 
performances from members of the group’s alumni.

State electrical contractors  
asked to report  
The Nagaland Electrical Contractors’ Union (NECU) at 
Kohima has informed electrical contractors to submit 
their licenses on or before April 25 for renewal. This 
was stated in a press release from the union which 
was received here on Thursday.The updates informed 
that the licenses should be submitted along with the 
supervisor and workmen’s undertakings duly signed 
by the identity card holders ‘with challans’ (receipts)  
to the head office of the NECU in Kohima. The press 
release stated that the union would not forward any 
incomplete license to the chief electrical inspector for 
renewal. The union has appealed to the chief electrical 
inspector not to receive licenses that are unverified or 
licenses that are not forwarded by the union. This, the 
union stated, was to prevent ‘double engagements’ and 
bogus undertaking.

NSDMA reschedules meeting 
A meeting of the  Nagaland State Disaster Management 
Authority to discuss ‘pre-monsoon preparedness’ 
which was scheduled to be conducted on April 17 has 
been rescheduled to April 13. This was informed in a 
press release on Thursday from the agency. The press 
release informed that the meeting will be conducted 
in the chief minister’s office at the civil secretariat in 
Kohima. The meeting will begin at 12.30 pm. The press 
release informed all administrative heads and heads of 
departments to attend the meeting. 

CWWS congratulates Vechüloü Kanuo
The Chakhesang Welfare Women Society (CWWS) 
has conveyed congratulations its executive director 
Vechüloü Kanuo, being awarded the CII Foundation 
Women Exemplar Award 2018. In a press note from the 
CWW President, Vechisalü Nukhu and Vice President, 
Asüne Demo, it has expressed immense pride in her 
achievement and stated that she will continue in her 
endeavors to uplift the status of rural women and 
communities.

Animal husbandry, Veterinary  
services to meet
The department of Animal Husbandry and Veterinary 
Services (AH&VS) has informed that it will be organising 
an interactive meeting with its advisor R Khing, in the 
conference hall of the directorate of AH & VS on April 
13 at 11am. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, April 12 (EMN): The agricul-
ture department and its allied depart-
ments hosted consultations to discuss 
the issue of ‘fostering of climate resilient 
upland farming system’ (Focus) in the 
Northeast region with its project spe-
cific for Nagaland being the main focus. 

The meeting was conducted in the 
Convention Centre in Kohima on April 
12.  Updates from the DIPR informed 
about the event on Thursday.

Officers overseeing the project spoke 

about the salient features of Focus, the 
updates said. It was informed that the 
objective of the project was to ‘foster 
climate-smart highland agriculture to 
marginal farmers in Nagaland.’ Further, 
the members attending the event was 
told, it aims to improve and increase 
livelihood options through ‘sustainable 
and equitable use of natural resources.’

The project is being funded by the 
International Fund for Agriculture De-
velopment, the updates added.

Dimapur, April 12 (EMN): An-
other village is in. Tammong vil-
lage in Mon district on Thursday 
became the district’s 105th vil-
lage. The village was inaugurated 
by M Noke Wangnao, advisor for 
Social Welfare, Home Guards 
and Civil Defence.  

A press release from the DIPR 
on Thursday informed about the 
inauguration of the new village.

Speaking during the inau-
gural function, Wangnao hoped 
that Tammong village would be 
a model village for the neigh-
boring villages. He has urged 
members of the new village to 
keep their environment clean 
and hygienic. Developing the vil-
lage depends solely on its mem-
bers, he said. ‘Even if the state 
government supply schemes 
and developmental activities, 
the villagers are responsible for 
proper implementation,’ he told 
the gathering.

‘Unity is very important for 
all round development of the 
village and without it, the village 
cannot go forward,’ he said. He 
asked the officers of the area to 

Dimapur, April 12 (EMN): The District 
Mission Authority of the Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyaan (SSA) has informed on Thursday 
that the department of School Education 
is compiling the unified district informa-
tion system of education (UDISE). The 
UDISE will be done through the data-
capture format (DCF).

Likewise the students database man-
agement information system (SDMIS) is 

being complied through the student data 
capture format (SDCF) as on Sept. 30  an-
nually. The collection is mandatory for 
all the government, private, and central 
schools of the primary to class-12, a notice 
from the authorities has stated.

In this regard, all the agencies and indi-
viduals in concern are directed to present 
all the relevant documents and records as 
given in the schedule (see table): 

be sincere and to work hard for 
the uplift of the people. 

The deputy commissioner of 
Mon K Thavaseelan also spoke 
during the event. He said April 
12 was a Red Letter day for Tam-

mong village. The recognition 
of the village was necessary for 
proper development of its peo-
ple, he said. The district admin-
istration will be in ‘full support 
for proper implementation’ of 

all the schemes for the develop-
ment of Tammong village, the 
administrator said. 

The chief angh of Mon village 
was among those who spoke 
during the function. 

Dimapur, April 12 (EMN): 
The Business Associa-
tion of Nagas (BAN) has 
changed its guard. The 
organization conducted 
a ceremony marking the 
induction of new office 
bearers, on April 11 in 
Dimapur. 

A press release from 
the association informing 

about the event was re-
ceived here on Thursday.

The departing presi-
dent of BAN Thungbemo 
Murry said during the 
event  that ever since its 
inception on August 1 
2013, the organisation 
had taken up the chal-
lenge of confronting sev-
eral business concerns 

initially. They concen-
trated on the grievance 
of taxation imposed by 
Naga political groups on 
the Naga business com-
munity. 

Murry said: ‘BAN grad-
ually started to collabo-
rate and coordinate with 
the DCCI, EDBA, and Di-
mapur district administra-

tion in organizing events 
to promote Naga entrepre-
neurs of which the NITEX 
2017 organized by BAN 
gave the association both 
national and international 
recognition.’ He urged the 
organisation’s members to 
stick together in nurtur-
ing the BAN with wisdom 
and expertise, the updates 

sioner’s conference hall in 
Zunheboto. 

A press release from 
the DIPR on Thursday in-
formed that the meeting 
was presided over by the 
additional deputy com-
missioner of Zunheboto, 
Vekhoyi Chakhesang. 

According to the press 
release, the house re-
viewed the minutes of the 
previous meetings during 
the business hour. The 
Sub-Divisional Officer 
Ajit Ranjan, informed the 

members about the action 
plan and projects to be 
taken up in the district on 
the protection of girl child, 
the updates from the IPR 
stated. 

Tseminyu SDPDB 
The Tseminyu Sub-Divi-
sional Planning Develop-
ment Board (SDPDB) con-
ducted a meeting at DBs 
customary court on April 
10 in Tseminyu. Informa-
tion was received through 
a press release from the 

DIPR on Thursday.
According to the press 

release, the chairman of 
SDPDB, R Khing, presided 
over the meeting.

The senior medical of-
ficer of community health 
centre (CHC) Tseminyu, 
Dr Tinenlo James, spoke 
on the shortage of doc-
tors in the hospital which 
needs to be addressed. 
Khing informed the house 
that he will initiate the 
matter with the concerned 
department for overall 

Dimapur, April 12 (EMN): 
The Phokhungri Area 
Cultural Society (PACS) 
celebrated its 7th cultural 
festival from April 10 to 
the 12th at Shilloi Lake 
in Phek district. Updates 
from the DIPR informed 
on Thursday that the 
event was based on the 
theme ‘our culture, our 
identity.’

According to the press 
release, member of the 
Rajya Sabha KG Kenye 
was the chief guest of 
the event. In his inaugu-

ral speech on April 11, 
he said that during his 
tenure as the chairman 
of the planning board in 
1991, only 11 households 
were there to attend the 
meeting. He acknowl-
edged G Kaito Aye for 
taking the initiative to set 
up a tourist spot at Shilloi 
Lake when the latter was 
the minister for Tourism.

Kenye urged the peo-
ple to follow the legacy 
of their ancestors such 
as honesty, friendliness, 
hard work, kindness, and 

trustworthy which he 
said were diminishing in 
the current society. He 
has assured to construct a 
VIP guest house at Shilloi 
Lake and to renovate the 
helipad.

After  the cultural 
program, Kenye along 
with government offi-
cials visited International 
Trade Centre and helipad 
at Avakhung. He went 
on sightseeing to Tizii-
Zungki inland waterway 
project, the updates add-
ed.

Dimapur April 12 (EMN): 
The monthly meeting of 
the District Planning & De-
velopment Board (DPDB) 
of various districts and 
divisions was conducted 
for the month of April.  

In Phek the district 
board’s meeting for the 
month of April was con-
ducted on April 10 in the 
DPDB’s conference hall. 
A press release informing 
about the meeting was 
received from the DIPR on 
Thursday. 

The press release in-
formed that the meeting 
was presided over by the 
vice chairman of DPDB, 
Shanavas C. The press 
note stated that Shanavas 
informed about the ap-
pointment of Neiba Kro-
nu, the member of the leg-
islative assembly for 16th 
assembly constituency, 
Pfutsero, as the chairman 
of Phek DPDB. 

The press release ex-
plained that Shanavas 
talked about preparing for 
the monsoon. To tackle 

problems that the mon-
soon might bring, he in-
vited five departmental 
officers namely the execu-
tive engineer of the PWD, 
R&B; executive engineer 
for Power; executive en-
gineer for PHED; DSCO; 
and the executive engi-
neer for Irrigation & Flood 
Control department. They 
are to submit their ‘views’ 
regarding measures to be 
taken during the mon-
soon.

The press release in-
formed that the next meet-
ing of the DPDB would be 
conducted on May 10. The 
PHED and Power depart-
ment have been entrusted 
to present a report of their 
respective department’s 
activities.

Zunheboto DPDB 
T h e  m o n t h l y  m e e t -
ing of District Planning 
and Development Board 
(DPDB) in Zunheboto for 
the month of April had 
been conducted on April 
12 at the deputy commis-

improvement of the CHC 
Tseminyu.

The activities of public 
distribution system by 
the department of Food 
and Civil Supplies Tsem-
inyu were highlighted by 
its inspector, Sashilemla 
Pongen. Khing asked the 
concern department to 
streamline the distribution 
of kerosene oil.

Sub-Divisional Edu-
cation Officer Tseminyu, 
Ramdi Thou, highlighted 
on the management sys-
tem of the mid-day meal 
for the School children. 

Vice Chairman SDP-
DB Tseminyu Theodore 
reminded the members 
regarding adoption of vil-
lage in the Sub-Division to 
be made by the concerned 
SDPDB. The matter was 
discussed and accordingly 
Ramishinyu Village was 
adopted for the year 2018.

The meeting also dis-
cussed the celebration of 
Tseminyu Sub-Division 
completing its 50th year 
in 2018.

stated.
The new president, 

Vitho Zao, gave credit 
to the departing office 
bearers for the pioneer-
ing work they did. He ac-
knowledged the efforts 
they had exerted for the 
growth of the BAN and 
leaving a legacy to carry 
its objectives forward, the 
updates stated.

 On behalf  of  the 
new office bearers, Zao 
pledged to endeavour 
toward working for the 
interest of the BAN and to 
uphold transparency, and 
to pursue the vision of the 
group with integrity and 
to take the association to 
the next level. 

Other members of the 
new team are General 
Secretary Dr. Lanusangla 
Tzudir,  Finance Secre-
tary Oka V Chisho, and 
Treasurer Jwenga Seb, the 
updates added.

Sl/No Name of EBRC Date Venue Time

1 EBRC Sechu Zubza April 16 2018 EBRC Sechu Zubza Hall 10:00 am

2 EBRC Viswema April 17 2018 EBRC Viswema Hall 10:00 am

3 EBRC Chiephobozou April 18 2018 EBRC Chiephobozuo 
Hall

10:00 am

4 EBRC Tseminyu April 19 2018 EBRC Tseminyu Hall 10:00 am 

5 EBRC L.Khel Kohima April 20 2018 EBRC L.Khel Hall 10:00 am

The same format for the UDISE 
(DCF) and the SDMIS (SDCF) shall 
then be submitted to the respective 
educational block resource centre’s 
(EBRC) office on or before April 25 
and, the notice stated, ‘EBRCs to Dis-
trict Mission Authority, SSA office on 

April 27 for onward submission to the 
state.’

The notice stated that those who 
fail to do as directed shall be ‘seri-
ously viewed.’ ‘The office shall not be 
responsible for the non submission of 
the data,’ the notice added.
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Smriti Zubin Irani  and Imnatiba
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Abhishek Singh speaking at the meeting that discussed an emergency preparedness 
drill, in Kohima on April 12. 

Emergency response status: 
State-wide mega drill on April 26

Kikon hopes to complete pending renewable energy projects

Imnatiba jogs the mile seeking redress from Irani

‘Stricken by building violations, urban 
Kohima a sitting duck for disaster’

STATE

IN GRATITUDE

“He shall rest under the shadow of the Almighty.”
A loving father, a doting grandfather, mighty of heart and a friend in need, he 
abided by the simple philosophy, “blessed to be a blessing.”

We express our heartfelt gratitude to the doctors and staff of Eden Medical  
Centre and of Zion Hospital and Research Centre, Church Leaders, blood  
donors, Ao Senso Telongjem (Dimapur), Dimapur Sungratsu Senso  
Telongjem, Councils and organisations, neighbours, friends, family and 
well-wishers for your kindness shown through prayer, material, financial and 
moral support during the ailment and passing of our beloved late Yashitsungba Ao. 
We thank everyone who came from far and near to pay final tributes during the 
homegoing service of the departed soul. For all who have comforted us during 
this difficult time, we pray that God’s blessings be upon each one of you.

Loving Family.

(15th April 1927 — 3rd April 2018)
YASHITSUNGBA AO

D-5257

Dimapur, April 12 (EMN): The 
advisor for Industries & Com-
merce Imnatiba has appealed 
to the central government to 
address issues concerning 
Aadhaar and schemes in the 
handloom sector for Naga-
land.    

The legislator was in Delhi 
meeting with Smriti Zubin 
Irani, the Union minister for 

Textiles and Information & 
Broadcasting, in the national 
capital on April 12, updates in-
formed on Thursday. Officers 
of the Industries & Commerce 
department accompanied 
him. 

Imnatiba briefed her about 
problems relating to Aadhaar 
being mandatory for scheme 
beneficiaries for the reason 

Dimapur, April 12 (EMN): 
The new advisor to the de-
partment of New and Renew-
able Energy  Mmhonlumo 
Kikon has assured his best to   
working toward achieving the 
objectives of his new charge. 
He felt that new and renew-
able energy was the solution 
to meeting the challenges of 
modern problems such as 
Climate Change.  

The legislator was ad-
dressing officers and staff of 
the department of New and 
Renewable Energy during 
a reception that was organ-
ized for the newly appointed 
advisor by the establishment 
in the department’s office in 
Kohima on April 12. 

According to updates from 
the Information and Public-
ity department on Thurs-
day, the new advisor thanked 
his colleagues for the ‘pleas-
ant’ gesture that was shown 
to him. He assured to work 
toward making the depart-
ment’s progress ‘all round’ 
and to help solve issues in the 
establishment. 

‘Climate Change cannot 
be predicted and is a major 
issue now, but NRE is the 
solution to it,’ he was quoted 
to have said during the re-
ception. New and renewable 
energy has a high potential 
to grow as it will impact thou-
sands of life in Nagaland, he 
said.  He said to be looking 
forward to the contribution of 
every worker in the establish-

ment to achieve set targets.
Speaking about new and 

renewable energy projects, 
the legislator was confident 
that ‘unfinished projects’ 
would be ‘completed soon.’ 
He assured to help find solu-
tions and bring operation 
assistance from outside the 
state if required, the updates 
stated. 

The advisor has requested 
his department to initiate 
some ‘real success stories.’ 
He hoped that the new office 
of the New and Renewable 
Energy department would 
be completed soon. He has 
urged the officers and staff of 
the department to ‘raise up 
their spirits’ and ‘get prepared 
to work.’ 

The director of New and 
Renewable Energy Kavito 
Chishi delivered the welcome 
address. He mentioned that 
the new advisor will lead 
and guide them in every way 
possible. Chishi said that a 
number of projects had been 
completed but some were 
‘temporarily halted because 
of the funding process.’  He 
requested Kikon to intervene 
in the pending projects so that 
they may be implemented at 
the right time.

The department deliber-
ated on other issues such as 
shortage of manpower for 
operation and maintenance. 
Besides, they discussed is-
sues about creating posts, and 
about framing new service 

rules, the update from the 
Information and Publicity 
department added. 
About renewable energy 

Renewable energy is en-
ergy that is collected from re-
newable resources, which are 
naturally replenished on a hu-
man timescale, such as sun-
light, wind, rain, tides, waves, 
and geothermal heat. Renew-
able energy often provides en-
ergy in four important areas: 
electricity generation, air and 
water heating/cooling, trans-
portation, and rural (off-grid) 
energy services.

The definition of new and 
renewable energy sources 
generally includes energy 
sources including solar en-
ergy, geothermal energy, wind 
power, hydropower, ocean en-
ergy (thermal gradient, wave 
power and tidal power), bio-
mass, draught animal power, 
fuel wood, peat, oil shale and 
tar sands. 

Renewable energy, also 
known as ‘green energy’, is 
electricity powered by natural 
sources such as the wind, wa-
ter, and the sun. Renewable 
energy offers a carbon-free 
alternative to traditional fos-
sil fuels.

Fossil fuels are non-re-
newable, that is, they draw 
on finite resources that will 
eventually dwindle, becom-
ing too expensive or too en-
vironmentally damaging to 
retrieve. In contrast, the many 
types of renewable energy 

Kohima Bureau
K o h i m a ,  A p r i l  1 2 
(EMN):The fourth Naga-
land ‘emergency prepar-
edness exercise’ (Nepe) a 
state-wide mega drill to 
test the capability of the 
Nagaland government to 
respond or manage any 
calamitous natural even-
tuality is scheduled to be 
conducted on April 26.

The mega drill will 
be held simultaneously 
in three northeast states 
of Nagaland, Mizoram, 
and Tripura in collabora-
tion with the Nagaland 
Disaster Management 
Authority (NDMA). This 
was informed during the 
meeting that was con-
ducted at the Adminis-
trative Training Institute 
in Kohima on April 12.

The emergency pre-
paredness exercise is the 
state wide emergency 
exercise of the NSDMA. 
The agency is part of the 
Home department.

Giving an overview 
of the drill to stimulate 
emergency response 
dur ing ear thquakes, 
joint  advisor for  the 
NDMA Dhirendra Singh 
Sindhu said that the pri-
mary objective of the 
event was to test the ad-
equacy and efficacy of 
the emergency response 
plans of the state and 
districts against disaster 
scenarios.

Sindhu highlighted 
the roles and respon-
sibilities of the stake-
holders of the state and 
districts.  Sindhu main-
tained that it would en-
hance coordination and 
synergize efforts of vari-
ous emergency support 
functions of the state and 
districts besides finding 
gaps in resources, man-
power, equipment, com-
munication and systems 
in case actual disasters 

occur.
T h e  o f f i c e r  c i t e d 

the example of the 8.7 
Mw ear thquake that 
occurred at  Shil long 
in Meghalaya in 1897. 
Sindhu was of the view 
that if an earthquake of 
that magnitude occurred 
in Nagaland, there would 
be an estimated 30,000 
deaths and 1,80,000 in-
jured persons (as per 
2011 census).

In addition to the ex-
tent of damage in the 
affected area, and bad 
we a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s, 
heavy rain including the 
number of casualty, and 
roads and arteries that 
cannot be used, Sindhu 
said services, such as 
electricity, water and tel-
ecommunications would 
be affected badly. 

Reviewing the Nepe 
mock drill that was con-
ducted on August 30 
2017 the officer on spe-
cial duty for the NSDMA 
Johny Ruangmei said 
that although the drill 
was successful  there 
were many gaps and la-
cunae that were identi-
fied then.

During the mock ex-
ercises the previous year, 
Ruangmei pointed out 
that sirens could not be 
heard in many places, 
which created confusion 
for officials and partici-
pants. He suggested that 
a proper and perma-
nent siren in the form of 
loud speakers be placed 
at strategic locations in 
future, which would be 
used for early warnings 
even in times of actual 
calamities.

The officer referred 
also to integrated com-
munication with line de-
partments. During the 
de-briefing, he said, there 
was a consensus to come 
up with a proper system 

of coordination for com-
munications with more 
options. Likewise, there 
was found a need to liaise 
with private mobile agen-
cies for emergency call 
systems integrated to the 
NSDMA.

Another concern that 
was discussed during the 
event was administrating 
hospitals in Nagaland 
during emergencies. The 
official said it was one of 
the main concerns dur-
ing the previous mock 
drill. It was felt that mini-
mum basic requirement 
should be reserved for 
every hospital includ-
ing private hospitals 
during emergencies. He 
informed that a meet-
ing would be conducted 
with all health service 
providers before the 
mega drill.

Another important 
issue Ruangmei raised 
was the state’s narrow 
road and lanes. There is 
a need to create alternate 
routes to be used during 
major disasters. This is 
for easy access to the site 
of disasters.

Besides identifying 
other lacunae, Ruangmei 
said there was a need to 
examine manpower for 
search and rescue; check 
the status of equipments 
which were said to be in 
the custody of the Indian 
Reserve Battalion ‘A’ and 
district executive force; 
maintain a proper inven-
tory of resources of all 
the line departments etc.

It is with the primary 
objective of making Na-
galand safer and resil-
ient, the NSDMA has 
been organising Nepe 
to generate awareness 
among the communities 
and agencies about how 
to establish mechanisms 
for effective response to 
any emergency.

cities and constructed our build-
ings and rampant expansion in 
the urban areas, these buildings 
may kill many more people,’ Singh 
told the gathering.

Citing the frequent incidences 
of landslides, floods, and fire etc., 
across the state, Singh said that 
‘a few thousands cannot com-
pensate for the loss that happen 
and the trauma associated with 
it.’ The officer emphasised on the 
need to have basic awareness and 
preparedness to prevent damage 
to life and property. He added that 
‘protecting our lives and assets 
should be the foremost thoughts 
in the minds of every citizens of 
the state.’

Abhishek Singh has empha-
sised on the need to take a scien-
tific approach in responding and 
managing disaster as the state 
is vulnerable to many natural 
emergencies such as landslides, 
soft soil, sinking areas, and flash 
floods, among others.

Referring to the evaluation 
of rainfall in the state, Singh in-
formed that rainfall which stands 
at an average of 200 cm has gone 
up to 250 cm in certain areas 

‘making our roads, houses and 
habitations more vulnerable.’

With narrow roads, by-lanes 
and sinking areas adding to Na-
galand’s trouble, Singh expressed 
serious concern that if an actual 
disaster occurs areas may become 
inaccessible; it might become im-
possible for rescue and emergen-
cy response teams to ‘reach and 
look out for people who survive.’

Though there are disasters 
which are beyond human con-
trol, Singh emphasised the need 
for citizens to be better prepared 
through better, safety-conscious 
construction of buildings. The 
message was that the people need 
to ensure that best practices are 
followed to reduce loss of lives and 
properties. 

The Nagaland government, 
Singh said, has benefitted from the 
active support from the NDMA in 
finalising the district and state 
management plans which were 
prepared in almost all the dis-
tricts. Process is on to update the 
resources online, it was informed.

At the same time, the senior 
government officer reminded the 
authorities to regularly look into 

that its coverage in Nagaland 
was ‘not yet 100 percent,’ ac-
cording to the updates. 

Further, he sought redress 
for what was stated to be “the 
irregular mode of fund release 
of the provided ministerial 
schemes already in the pipe-
line” which have been held up 
“due to which a lot of invest-
ment and channelizing is at 
stake.” 

Likewise, the advisor was 
stated to have requested the 
minister to look into the han-
dloom and handicraft sector 
in Nagaland ‘as it has always 
been a very important lifeline 
to the state and its artisans in 
particular.’ 

Irani is stated to have 
“anticipated very well to the 
prayers and suggestions” 
placed by the advisor. She “ea-
gerly committed to look into 
the subject at the earliest pos-
sible,” the updates informed.

resources-such as wind and solar energy-
are constantly replenished and will never 
run out. 

all knowledge and information 
resources they have accessed and 
learned from the exercises. They 
may then incorporate the feed-
back into disaster management 
plans. He asserted that the plans 
should not only be confined to 
offices, files, and communications 
of the agencies. 

Stating that the NSDMA had 
a big role to play in spreading 
information and publicity about 
how to mitigate potential loss, 
Singh has suggested that all re-
lated information must be made 
available and accessible to all, on 
the internet. For instance, short 
videos about what to do and what 
not to do during times of disasters 
may be created and shared on so-
cial media, the gathering was told.

Advising the administrative 
heads of departments and heads 
of departments besides DDMA 
officers at the event, Singh said 
that ‘we must prepare ourselves by 
ensuring that the objectives of this 
exercise is served to the best possi-
ble manner so that the message is 
taken to every corner of the state.’

‘This message has to be fed, 
absorbed, and provoked among 
every citizen. Then only we will be 
fulfilling our role in ensuring that 
disasters are prevented, and even if 
they happen for reasons which are 
beyond our control, loss is mini-
mised,’ Abhishek Singh added. 

The Home commissioner  has 
urged the deputy commissioners 
and superintendents of police to 
conduct seminars and workshops 
in their respective district. They 
have been urged to ensure that 
district and block-level officers are 
made aware and through them, 
the message of disaster manage-
ment, or mitigation, or preven-
tion is spread to every citizen in 
Nagaland.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 12 (EMN): As Naga-
land sits in the seismic zone-V and 
vulnerable to natural calamities, a 
senior bureaucrat has observed 
with fear that certain urban areas, 
especially urban Kohima, would 
bear the brunt of damage and loss 
in case calamities strike.    

With all kinds of buildings in 
Kohima being constructed in ut-
ter violation of earthquake safety 
norms, there will be huge damage 
to properties besides loss of lives 
if an earthquake of high intensity 
occurs in Nagaland, Home Com-
missioner Abhishek Singh has 
said.

The fourth Nagaland ‘emer-
gency preparedness exercise’ 
(Nepe) a state-wide mega drill to 
test the capability of the Nagaland 
government and its agency in re-
sponding to any emergency, has 
been scheduled to be conducted 
on April 26.

Making the observation dur-
ing a meeting that was conducted 
in Kohima to discuss the mega 
drill, at the Administrative Train-
ing Institute in Kohima on April 
12, Singh maintained that it was 
not earthquakes that by itself 
cause destruction and bring loss 
of lives. Rather it depends on how 
people construct their dwellings 
and buildings and how prepared 
they are for such events. 

Singh observed with regret 
that houses in Nagaland are being 
constructed randomly without 
any regulations: no offset areas 
from main roads and public areas; 
lack of space for proper drainage; 
rampant expansion of urban 
areas without any proper plan-
ning etc.

‘When we assess the damage 
that can cause to life and property 
the way we have expanded our 
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Shillong, April 12 (PTI): 
Union Minister Sushma 
Swaraj has called for a 
meeting of all chief min-
isters of northeastern 
states on May 4 to discuss 
the provisions of the ‘Act 
East Policy’, Meghalaya 
Chief Minister Conrad K 
Sangma told the Assembly 
today.

The Centre is keen on 
strengthening the policy 
for the benefit of the state 
and the region as a whole, 
he said.

“When I had met the 
external affairs minister 

recently, she mentioned 
about the May 4 meet-
ing. We need to realise 
that great opportunities 
lies in trading with neigh-
bouring nations,” Sangma 
said while participating 
in a discussion on work 
permits for Bangladesh 
nationals.

When people in the 
northeast traded with 
neighbouring countries, 
the region boasted of high-
est per-capita income in 
the country, the CM said.

Talking about the 
export potential of the 

northeast, Sangma said 
Mizoram, Nagaland and 
Tripura have to go through 
Kolkata port to export rub-
ber.

“To import or export 
products to countries 
like Laos, Cambodia, Vi-
etnam, Thailand, these 
states have to go through 
the chicken neck and all 
the way to Kolkata as the 
Chittagong port is inac-
cessible,” he said, adding 
that Guwahati or Shillong 
could be the trade hub for 
the region.

Sangma also said he 

had taken up the issue of 
illegal immigration with 
the external affairs minis-
ter during the recent meet-
ing in Delhi.

Defending his proposi-
tion of issuing work per-
mits to foreign nationals, 
the CM said, “Many na-
tions have adopted this 
mechanism of sanctioning 
work permits to foreigners, 
knowing well that such 
people cannot vote.” 

The chief minister also 
invited suggestions from 
all members of the Assem-
bly on the matter.

Earlier, Leader of Op-
position Mukul Sangma 
staged a walkout of the 
Assembly, criticising the 
chief minister’s decision 
to grant work permits to 
immigrants.

He called the chief 
minister “a pawn in some 
people’s hand”.

The CM, on his part, 
assured the House that 
there will be no compro-
mise on the identity, and 
property of people while 
implementing the pro-
visions of the Act East 
Policy. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 12 (EMN): Follow-
ing the footsteps of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and BJP national 
president Amit Shah, Manipur BJP 
unit observed a day of ‘fast to save 
Indian democracy’ at the party’s 
head office at the state capital on 
April 12 Thursday to mark their 
protest against the disruption 
of Parliament’s most significant 
budget session allegedly by the 
opposition party MPs in both the 
Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha.

Manipur BJP-in-Charge and 

Lok Sabha MP from Madhya 
Pradesh Pralhad Singh Patel, BJP 
state unit president K Bhaba-
nanda led the Manipur brigade of 
saffron party attended the party’s 
nationwide fast protest.

Forest minister Th Shyam-
kumar, Hill areas committee 
chairman TT Haokip, BJP MLAs 
Dr Y Radheshyam, T Robindro, 
Th Seitabarta, H Dingo, L Su-
shindro besides former union 
minister and former state unit 
president Th Chaoba, former 
opposition firebrand in state 

assembly and veteran politician 
O Joy, former minister Francis 
Ngajokpa, former BJP MLA M 
Bhotot, former BJP Manipur unit 
presidents participated in the 
day’s fast.

Though the opposition and 
the BJP have blamed each other 
for the repeated disruptions in 
the budget session of parliament 
which concluded on April 6 with 
several key bills pending as the 
country heads towards the 2019 
general elections, most of the BJP 
state leaders who spoke in the 

day’s one-day-fast accused the 
opposition parties in the parlia-
ment for disturbing the parlia-
ment sessions for 23 days.

They also displayed festoons 
which read ‘Parliament is a temple 
not a fish market,’ ‘disturb parlia-
ment to please the enemy,’  ‘no 
bills passed-development in Peril’, 
‘voters sent you to perform, not to 
yawn & yell,’ were the prominent 
ones among others in and around 
BJP state unit head office where 
the fasting took place from 10 am 
till 4 pm.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, April 12 (EMN): Atleast 200 houses 
under Phuloni Constituency of Karbi An-
glong were damaged in a sudden blow of 
monsoonal storm on April 12.

Talking to Eastern Mirror correspond-
ent over the telephone, one of the local 
Member of Autonomous Council (MAC), 
Dorsing Ronghang informed that the 
storm happened around 10 am to 11 am.

The MAC member also informed that 
the storm effected villages like Borsing 
Ronghang, Loringthepi, Sar-ik Bey, Diphu 
Tokbi, B. Rongchehon, Hembonglong, 

Chapong and Rensing Rongpi including 
two schools -Mirdan English School and 
Dengkimo English school. 

Also, Ronghang informed that during 
the storm, atleast 3 persons were injured 
while informing that financial assistance 
have been provided to those families 
whose houses were badly damaged. 

Ronghang informed that till now, no 
rehabilitation was reached to  the storm 
effected families by the district adminis-
tration. For which he has informed to the 
Chief executive member of Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council.

Guwahati, April 12 (PTI): Assam Chief 
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal has ad-
vocated priority profiling and creation 
of adequate amenities for the farmers 
under the Assam Agri-business and 
Rural Transformation Project (APART).

Reviewing APART, an agriculture 
department project, in a meeting here 
yesterday, Sonowal asked the imple-
menting agency to take into account 
the interests and priorities of the farm-
ers.

Sonowal also asked the implement-
ing department to create infrastructure 
for farmers amenities around the pro-
duction centres, an official release said.

APART, a World Bank financed 
project, has been designed for five lakh 
beneficiaries in the state with an initial 
financial outlay of Rs 1700 crore for 
building agri-market, rural haat and 
warehouses among other things.

Sonowal also said that there should 
be inter-departmental synergy to make 
the project successful.

Since market oriented production 
remains one of the essential com-
ponents of the project, Sonowal em-
phasised that there should be good 
motorable roads to establish market 
linkages with the production centres, 
the release said.

Guwahati, April 12 (PTI): 
The Asom Gana Parishad 
(AGP), an alliance part-
ner of the BJP-led Assam 
government, today said it 
would not allow the central 
government to grant citi-
zenships to Hindu Bang-
ladeshis.

Addressing a press 
meet here, AGP President 

and Agriculture Minister 
Atul Bora said, “The Cen-
tre wants to bring Hindu 
Bangladeshis to India and 
grant them citizenship. We 
do not support the idea as 
it violates the historic As-
sam Accord, 1985.” 

All illegal foreigners 
should be deported from 
Assam, irrespective of their 

religion, Bora said.
“The Assamese soci-

ety is a secular one. We will 
never allow the segrega-
tion of illegal foreigners on 
the basis of religion,” he 
explained.The AGP leaders 
have met the Prime Minis-
ter to express their reserva-
tion on the matter, he said.

“We won’t hesitate to 

give up our ministerial 
posts in the state govern-
ment if Assam’s interest 
is affected.”  The regional 
party would always be sen-
sitive to the needs of the 
local people, Bora said.

“The AGP will also en-
sure that no illegal foreign-
er’s name is included in the 
updated National Register 

of Citizens in Assam and 
no genuine Indian citizen’s 
name is left out,” he said.

Asked about reports of 
simultaneous Lok Sabha 
and Assam assembly polls 
next year, the AGP presi-
dent said, “Discussions 
have to be first held before 
anything is decided on the 
matter.” 

Dimapur, April 12 (EMN): The 
63rd Railway Week (Zonal Level) 
Awards Ceremony was held at 
Rang Bhawan in Maligaon on 
April 12. 

A press release issued by 
the NF Railway in Maligaon 
on April 12 mentioned that 
the celebration is observed 
across the country to mark the 

anniversary of running of the 
first passenger train in India 
from Bori Bunder in Mumbai 
to Thane – a distance of 34 km 
– on April 16 1853. 

The release stated that the 
General manager of NF Rail-
way Sanjive Roy and General 
manager (construction) Nilesh 
Kishore Prasad presented awards 

to achievers from various de-
partments of the five divisions 
and headquarters of NF Railway 
and NF Railway constructions 
organization. 

Altogether 131 individual 
awards, 15 group awards, 36 ef-
ficiency shields is said to have 
been distributed for their out-
standing performances last year. 

The railway week awards is 
said to have been instituted in-
order to recognize the efforts and 
endeavour of railway employees 
in efficient and dedicated dis-
charge of their duties. 

Sanjive Roy is said to have 
highlighted the very important 
role being played by the NFR for 
overall economic development 
of the entire Northeast region 
while appreciating the hard work 
being done by its employees dur-
ing the last financial year.

The total outlay for projects 
in Assam and Northeast for the 
current financial year is said to 
have been increased to INR 5,866 
cr. While at present 43 projects 
in the region are said to be in 
progress at a total cost of INR 
89,601 cr. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 12 (EMN): 
Manipur Governor Dr 
Najma Heptulla met the 
inventor of the modern 
Indian Round Take Down 
Bow, B Chaoba Sharma at 
Raj Bhavan in Imphal on 
April 12 Thursday. 

The bow was exhibited 
at the Luwangsangbam 
sports exhibition on March 
16 2018 which was organ-
ised in connection with the 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s visit to the state, ac-
cording to official sources. 

As per instruction of 
Prime Minister, the bow 
was handed over to the 
Dr Heptulla. Governor ex-

tending her support said 
that the invention of the 
bow is not only a pride of 
the state but also for the 
nation. 

General  secretar y 

Salam Santosh Singh of  
Chaoba Archers’ Academy 
and Managing director 
and Archery Coach (CRPF) 
B Pritam Sharma also met 
the Governor.  

Aizawl, April 12 (PTI): The Porcine Re-
productive and Respiratory Syndrome 
(PRRS) and other swine diseases have 
claimed 1,146 lives of pigs and piglets in 
Mizoram since January this year, officials 
said today.

While the outbreak of swine diseases 
had affected almost all the eight districts 
of the state, it was mainly concentrated in 
Aizawl, Serchhip and Champhai districts, 
they said.

There is no medicine to cure PRRS, the 
officials said, adding that the PRRS infected 
pigs were treated with vitamins to ensure 
that other diseases did not aggravate the 
illness.

Aizawl, April 12 (IANS): Over 
100 militants of Hmar Peo-
ple’s Convention-Democratic 
(HPC-D) will surrenders with 
their weapons in Mizoram on 
Friday in line with a peace 
pact signed last week with the 
state government, an official 
said on Thursday.

“A total of 103 HPC-D 

members would surrender 
and deposit their 48 sophis-
ticated arms and ammuni-
tion,” a Mizoram Home De-
partment official said.

The “home coming cer-
emony” would be held at 
Central Training Institute in 
Mizoram Home Guard head-
quarters at Sesawng village, 

39 km northeast of Aizawl. 
Mizoram Chief Minister 

Lal Thanhawla and Home 
minister R. Lalzirliana are ex-
pected to attend the function.

The government signed 
a peace agreement with the 
Manipur-based outfit on 
April 2 in Aizawl to end the 
three-decade-old violence 

in the northeastern state. 
The Hmar tribal people have 
been living in Mizoram, Ma-
nipur and southern Assam.

Mizoram is the only state 
in India which received Rs 
182.45 crore from the Centre 
in 2000-01 as “Peace Bonus” 
for maintaining peace after 
decades of insurgency.

EM Images

Manipur Governor Dr. Najma Heptulla meeting the inventor in Imphal 
on April 12. 

Mirror Crossword 1787sud0ku 1627
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1786

ACROSS
1. Russian country house
6. Actress ____ Merrill
10. Prefix meaning alongside or similar
14. Angers
15. Already cited
16. Ends a prayer
17. Yellow Dutch cheeses
18. Quote
19. Town (slang)
20. People with above average 

intelligence
22. City in the Bahamas
24. Commune with God
25. Hears with attention
26. Season
29. Male offspring
30. Woodwind instrument
31. Becoming greater or more 

numerous
37. Equip with better weapons
39. Mineral bearing rock
40. Kind of tooth
41. Fatiguing
44. Thomas ____ Edison
45. Central American Common Market
46. Subsided or ceased
48. Seduce or corrupt
52. Frauds
53. Powerful flow
54. City of birth
58. Smile
59. Supplements with difficulty
61. Motion picture
62. Mountain (abbrev.)
63. Rubber wheel
64. Inactive
65. Beers
66. Specifications (abbrev.)
67. Largest asteroid
 
DOWN
1. Sediment
2. Assistant

3. Tribe
4. Bugs, lice and aphids
5. State confidently
6. Potentially hazardous (slang)
7. Wading bird
8. Louse
9. Purine base found in DNA
10. Makers of Blue Ribbon 

Beer
11. Entertain in a playful way
12. Broadcasted again 
13. Black hornless beef cattle
21. Indian dress

23. State in northwest India
25. Actress Sophia _____
26. Scraped or rubbed
27. Wild goat
28. Built the Ark
29. Loosely woven cotton cloth
32. V-shaped cut in wood
33. Metamorphic rock also 

called Steatite
34. Ailments
35. Central part of a church
36. Graduate (abbrev.)
38. Protective secretion

42. Small bags
43. Steal
47. Deficient in red blood cells
48. Doctrine
49. Enlist
50. Salt water
51. Parental sisters
52. Cosecant (abbrev.)
54. Not there
55. Finished
56. Metal thread
57. Meshes
60. Currency of Laos

solutions to suD0ku 1626

Centre keen on strengthening 
Act East policy — Meghalaya CM

Manipur BJP unit observes ‘fast to save Indian democracy’ Storm destroys more than 200 houses in KA

Assam CM Sonowal lays emphasis 
on farmers interests in APART

Will not allow centre to grant citizenship to Bangladeshi Hindus — AGP chief 

NFR observes 63rd  Railway week; rewards employees  

Manipur gov. meets inventor of 
‘Indian Round Take Down Bow’

1146 pigs die of diseases 
in Mizoram since Jan.

100 militants to surrender in Mizoram
Divisional railway manager Prashant Mishra of Tinsukia division (at centre) receiving the 
Overall Efficiency Shield from General Manager NFR Sanjive Roy and General Manager 
(construction) NFR, Nilesh Kishore Prasad for being adjudged as the best performing division 
at the 63rd Railway week awards ceremony held at Rang Bhawan in Maligaon on April 12.   
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Lower food prices help ease March retail inflation

Rupee recoups intra-day losses, closes 5 paise higher

Industrial production grows 7.1%

Lenovo introduces new  
‘Think’ line-up in India

New Delhi, April 12 (IANS): Chinese technol-
ogy company Lenovo on Thursday refreshed its 
“Think” line-up with a new range of “ThinkPad X1” 
laptops in India.

The latest “Think” portfolio with advanced PC 
performance, that includes a new “T”, “X” and “L” 
series, comes with 8th-Gen Intel Core processors.

“With the new Intel processor coupled with the 
attributes of our ‘Think’ product, the latest range 
is well-equipped for the mobile workforce of today 
and tomorrow,” Rohit Midha, Director, Commer-
cial Named Account, Lenovo India, said in a state-
ment.

“ThinkPad X” series includes “ThinkPad X280” 
starting from Rs 73,000, “X380 Yoga” from Rs 
87,000.

‘Android Oreo’ update  
comes to Nokia 3

New Delhi, April 12 (IANS): HMD Global, the mak-
er of Nokia phones, on Thursday started rolling out 
the latest “Android Oreo” operating system (OS) for 
Nokia 3 smartphones globally, including in India.

The software update would bring new features 
such as “Picture-in-Picture” mode and new emojis 
to Nokia 3 devices.

“We deliver pure Android by working closely 
with Google and by associating with over 50,000 
fans who joined the Nokia phones beta labs pro-
gramme,” the company said in a statement.

The company recently introduced Nokia 8 Si-
rocco, Nokia 7 plus and Nokia 6 (2018) with An-
droid Oreo OS and Nokia 1 with Android Oreo (Go 
edition) in India.

Coolpad launches 2 budget 
smartphones in India

New Delhi, April 12 (IANS): Chinese handset maker 
Coolpad on Thursday launched “Coolpad A1” and 
“Coolpad Mega A4” budget smartphones in India, 
almost a month after it said that it is set for a new 
innings in the country.

Priced at Rs 5,499, “Coolpad A1” comes with 
Qualcomm Snapdragon 210 chip, 2GB RAM and 
16GB internal memory which can be expanded up 
to 64GB. The device has 8MP rear shooter and 5MP 
front camera and is powered by a 2,500mAh battery. 

Available for Rs 4,299, “Coolpad 4A” comes 
equipped with 5MP primary camera and 2MP 
selfie camera, 5-inch HD display and is fuelled by 
2,000mAh battery.  The device runs on Android 
Nougat 7.1 operating system (OS). “To make for-
midable presence in the offline market in India we 
are looking forward to introduce some competitive 
offline-exclusive devices. These devices will offer 
a good value proposition to the customers,” Syed 
Tajuddin, CEO, Coolpad India, said in a statement.

“We are planning to introduce some more of-
fline devices in the next two-three months, in order 
to expand into the offline market through our retails 
partners and multi-brand outlets,” Tajuddin added.

Both the budget devices will be available only at 
retail stores starting April 12 only in eight states.

NEWS IN BRIEF

The RBI’s Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC) 
said the recent volatility 
in global crude prices has 
brought considerable un-
certainty to the near-term 
inflation outlook. 

“We continue to re-
main vigilant on how 
inflation unfolds, in the 
sense that we are data de-
pendent,” RBI Governor 
Urjit Patel said at a media 
briefing here following 
the MPC meeting. 

He said that several 
uncertainties continue to 
surround “the baseline 
inflation path”.

New Delhi, April 12 (PTI): Maintaining high growth for 
the fourth month in a row, industrial production grew 
at 7.1 per cent in February, mainly driven by robust 
performance of the manufacturing sector coupled with 
higher offtake of capital goods and consumer durables.

Factory output measured in terms of the Index of 
Industrial Production (IIP) had grown by 1.2 per cent in 
February 2017, as per data released by the Central Sta-
tistics Office (CSO) today.  The IIP recorded a growth of 
8.54 per cent in November, 7.1 per cent in December 
and 7.4 per cent in January, as per the revised data.

During April-February, IIP growth has slowed to 4.3 
per cent from 4.7 per cent in the same period last fiscal.

Manufacturing sector, which constitutes over 77 per 
cent of the index, grew at 8.7 per cent in February as 
compared to almost flat growth of 0.7 per cent in the 
same month a year ago. Similarly, capital goods output 
rose by a robust 20 per cent in the month under review 
as against a contraction of 2.4 per cent earlier.

Consumer durables too grew at 7.9 per cent as 
against a contraction of 4.6 per cent in February 2017. 
Electricity generation also grew by 4.5 per cent com-
pared to 1.2 per cent.  However, mining output declined 
by 0.3 per cent against a growth 4.6 per cent earlier.

As per use-based classification, the growth rates in 
February 2018 over February 2017 are 3.7 per cent in 
primary goods, 3.3 per cent in intermediate goods and 
12.6 per cent in infrastructure/construction goods. The 
consumer non-durables sector recorded a growth of 
7.4 per cent. In terms of industries, 15 out of the 23 in-
dustry groups in the manufacturing sector have shown 
positive growth during February 2018.

Mumbai, April 12 (PTI): The rupee today 
staged an impressive recovery from its five-
month low towards the fag-end and ended 
higher by 5 paise at 65.26 against the US dol-
lar. Intra-day, the Indian currency fell to a 
fresh five-month low of 65.45 before eventu-
ally recouping all losses.

It had fallen sharply overnight by 32 paise 
against the US currency after surging crude 
prices flagged risks from widening current 
account deficit and renewed inflation fears.

A possible RBI intervention in the forex 

market to curb short-term volatility in the 
rupee and dollar unwinding by speculative 
traders largely supported the recovery mo-
mentum, a forex dealer said. Escalating geo-
political tensions with worries about Western 
military intervention in Syria alongside im-
pending trade dispute between the US and 
China remained causes of concerns for the 
forex market, despite bullish local equities. 
Indian equities emerged as the only standout 
gainer among its Asian peers, extending gains 
to a sixth session.

Meanwhile, all emerging Asian currencies 
posted losses. Overall, forex market sentiment 
was kept in check with developing global sto-
ries, even as currency speculators and traders 
awaited vital domestic macro-economic data 
-- IIP and inflation -- which was released later 
in the day. Meanwhile, crude prices declined 
from its fresh 4-year highs weighed down by 
ample supplies, though worries over military 
escalation in Syria and trade tensions be-
tween the US and China kept energy market 
buoyant.

The RBI kept its repo, or 
short term lending rate 

for commercial banks, 
unchanged.

New Delhi, April 12 
(IANS): Lower food prices 
eased India’s March retail 
inflation to 4.28 per cent 
from 4.44 per cent in Feb-
ruary 2018, as per official 
data released on Thurs-
day.

However, on a year-
on-year (YoY) basis, the 
consumer price index 
(CPI) last month stood 
higher than the 3.89 per 
cent reported in March 
2017. According to the 
data released by the 
Central Statistics Office 
(CSO), the consumer 
food price index (CFPI) 
stood at 2.81 per cent 
in March compared to 
3.26 per cent in February 
2018.

Last week, the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) low-
ered its inflation forecast 
for the first half of the 
current fiscal to between 
4.7 per cent and 5.1 per 
cent, and 4.4 per cent for 
the second half in its bi-
monthly monetary policy 
review of the new fiscal.  
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Counting Days

W
ith the din of the elections over in the state 
and the bustle during the allocation of 
portfolios and the subsequent Budget Ses-
sion of the Assembly, the atmosphere for 

past few weeks can be termed as calm. There is also a 
noticeable decrease in political posts and discussions 
even in social media the last few days except for the 
issue regarding the appointment of the Director Gen-
eral of Police.  In its initial gusto the present PDA gov-
ernment seems to be trying its best to implement the 
things that it had promised before the elections, with 
noticeable gaffes too here and there.  It is expected that 
the present government will get enough time without 
any major problems being created by any organisation 
for at least another two months till Monsoon arrives. 
Along with the many benefits of Monsoon in this part 
of the world, the Monsoon rains will create havoc in all 
development related activities in the state especially in 
road construction. The readiness of the government 
will be tested during those months. 

The people of the state, a state that is developing 
is prone to lack in many areas. However, the conflict 
situation that was prevalent in the state for so many 
years has made the people unsure of what they really 
want. Going by the various demands that are made to 
the government from time to time by the Civil Society 
indicates that the people of the state are yet to learn 
how to prioritise their needs and wants. In such a sce-
nario the government of the day need to take more 
learned decisions with a necessity to always bridge the 
gap with proper consultation and negotiation. Sadly 
for the government, as public memory is short, the 
people will no longer remember the many restrictions 
and difficulties that were earlier prevalent in the state. 
That mobile phones were once restricted in Nagaland. 
That the Restricted Area Permits was very stringent 
until relaxation was given. That the air and rail con-
nectivity has improved over the years. That passport 
can now be applied from within the state. That the 
health sector has improved substantially in the state 
and the latest data indicates that the state has out-
ranked many other richer states. 

All the past achievements or the developmen-
tal advancements made over the years cannot be 
highlighted or accentuated unless there is notice-
able development in the three basic requirements 
in the state— roads, electricity and the government 
run health sector. If only these three areas can be im-
proved immediately then all the other achievements 
that the government makes can be highlighted. More-
over, only with a strong infrastructure with a healthy 
workforce will the other sectors flourish.  With the 
100-day action plan that the present govt. had set to 
complete by mid June and with a month already over, 
it is time to set things in motion. 

Foreign delegates have a view of defence products at the stalls on the first day of DefExpo 2018 in 
Chennai on Wednesday. (Credit: PTI)

The glory of life is to love, not to be loved; 
to give, not to get; to serve, not to be 

served.

For ten years, my Aunt Kathy cared for her father (my 
grandfather) in her home. She cooked and cleaned 
for him when he was independent, and then took on 

the role of nurse when his health declined.
Her service is one modern example of the words of 

Paul who wrote to the Thessalonians that he thanked 
God for “your work produced by faith, your labor 
prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope 
in our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thessalonians 1:3).

My aunt served in faith and love. Her daily, consist-
ent care was the result of her belief that God called her 
to this important work. Her labor was borne out of love 
for God and her father.

She also endured in hope. My grandfather was a very 
kind man, but it was difficult to watch him decline. She 
gave up time with family and friends, and limited travel 
to care for him. She was able to endure because of the 
hope that God would strengthen her each day, along 
with the hope of heaven that awaited my grandfather.

Whether it is caring for a relative, helping a neighbor, 
or volunteering your time, be encouraged as you do the 
work God has called you to do. Your labor can be a pow-
erful testimony of faith, hope, and love.
Lord, may I this day have eyes to see others’ needs, 
direction from You on any ways I might help, and the 
Spirit’s power to obey. May I live out the faith, love, 

and hope You’ve given to me.

DAILY
PATH

Faith, Love, and Hope

Alok Kumar, Neil Buddy Shah & Ronald Abraham | IANS

C. Uday Bhaskar  | IANS

Aspirational Districts Initiative a Breath of Fresh Air 

Chennai DefExpo: Will it Initiate a New Dawn for India’s Military?

T
he NITI Aayog recently launched 
the first round of ranking of In-
dia’s Aspirational Districts. The 
ranking, based on the socio-

economic performance of 100+ districts, 
marks the initiation of a significant shift 
in development policy formulation in 
the country.

Over the years, India has focused 
much energy on fostering economic 
growth, and to good effect. As the recent-
ly released Economic Survey reports, the 
economy grew by over 7.5 per cent annu-
ally from 2011 to 2016, and is projected 
by the World Bank to be the fastest-grow-
ing major economy in the world over the 
next three years. This growth has lifted 
millions out of poverty, and bodes well 
for the future welfare of citizens.

However, economic growth cannot 
be sustained without a commensurate 
improvement in human capital, nor can 
the welfare of citizens improve through 
growth alone. We have a more sobre 
record in developing human capital. 
This is untenable and impedes genuine 
progress for India’s poor.

In education, thanks to Sarva Shik-
sha Abhiyaan, nearly all our children are 
accessing primary schools. However, re-
tention and learning outcomes remain 
a challenge. In health, progress seems 
somewhat better, with infant mortality 
declining from 44 to 34 deaths per 1,000 
births from 2011 to 2016. But India’s 
poorer neighbour, Bangladesh, has bet-
ter health indicators .

How can we accelerate advancement 
of human capital as rapidly as we have 
economic growth? We argue that three 
fundamental changes in our approach 
to social policy are necessary. One, we 

need a shift in focus from inputs and 
budget outlays to social outcomes. Two, 
top-down policies should be eschewed 
in favour of local experimentation. Fi-
nally, a robust field data collection in-
frastructure that enables data-driven 
decision-making is required.

Such a transformational shift is pre-
cisely the goal of the government’s As-
pirational Districts initiative. Anchored 
at NITI Aayog, this initiative aims to im-
prove socio-economic outcomes in 100+ 
of India’s poorest districts, home to over 
250 million people.

Under this initiative, districts will be 
ranked quarterly based on their ability to 
improve socio-economic outcomes. The 
rankings will be used to empower and 
incentivise District Collectors (DCs) to 
innovate and improve. And DCs will get 
policy guidance using evidence-backed 
best practices and a platform to learn 
from each other’s successes. Further, all 
tiers of government, a range of founda-
tions, and civil society organisations are 
converging to support this initiative.

We are optimistic that the Aspira-
tional Districts initiative can significantly 
augment socio-economic outcomes in 
India’s poorest regions. Below we analyse 
the three main policy shifts attempted by 
this initiative.

Traditionally, communication be-
tween government departments has 
largely revolved around inputs and pre-
scriptive instructions. Thousands of 
reams of paper and meeting hours are 
expended to assess progress on budget 
line items and inputs, ranging from 
school walls to hospital beds.

The Aspirational Districts initiative’s 
exclusive focus on outcomes -- the in-

dex for district ranking is built using only 
outcome indicators -- is a breath of fresh 
air. Each district in terms of socioeco-
nomic outcomes will be in the forefront 
of the agenda, rather than a footnote. 
Progress will be defined by achieving 
welfare targets, rather than budgetary 
ones. The conversation can gravitate to 
getting results for India’s citizens, rather 
than input-oriented reports.

Secondly, central government pro-
grammes are associated with prescrip-
tive and rigid programme guidelines 
with little or no room for localisation. 
For example, the Right to Education Act 
gets into minutiae such as school bound-
ary walls. MGNREGA guidelines cap the 
overhead ratio for all districts at the same 
level regardless of their size and labour 
demand. Many more examples abound.

For the Aspirational Districts initia-
tive, there are no top-down guidelines. 
Instead, DCs will be provided with evi-
dence-backed recommendations based 
on best practices and incentivised to 
tailor solutions based on the specific 
contexts of their districts. They are also 
empowered to go beyond these sugges-
tions and innovate. This provides a rich 
laboratory of experiments from which 
ideas proven to be impactful can rise to 
the top.

Thirdly, development policy has tra-
ditionally been input-oriented and pre-
scriptive because high-quality, regular 
and granular data on socio-economic 
outcomes were simply not available. A 
results-based management approach is 
only tenable if this data vacuum is filled. 
This data vacuum also helps explain why 
policymaking is anecdote-driven rather 
than data-driven, and why last-mile im-
plementation failures go largely unad-
dressed.

The government’s administrative 

data is important, but cannot fully ad-
dress this data gap. While administrative 
data is usually frequent (real-time dash-
boards) and granular (often up to village 
level), it suffers from biases because of 
employee self-reporting or other con-
flicts of interests. And while independent 
surveys like the National Family Health 
Survey have more reliable estimates, the 
data is available after long intervals and 
is usually only reported at the state level.

The Aspirational Districts initiative 
upends this lack of regular, high-quality, 
field-based granular data. NITI Aayog 
and its partners are setting up an inde-
pendently-run data infrastructure with 
feet on the ground and technology-based 
management methods. This infrastruc-
ture will independently track household-
level socio-economic data on health, ed-
ucation, financial inclusion, and many 
other sectors on a quarterly basis.

With a large sample of households 
in each district, this is a hitherto un-
matched scope, scale and frequency of 
welfare measurement in the history of 
India’s development journey. The data, 
to be provided on a public dashboard, 
will not only aid this initiative but also 
the work of public sector officials, devel-
opment practitioners, and researchers 
more broadly.

We are still in the early days of the 
Aspirational Districts initiative. We are 
cautiously optimistic that the pioneer-
ing policy shifts of this initiative will en-
able innovative solutions to improve the 
lives of our citizens and help create a new 
benchmark for policymaking in India.

(Alok Kumar [IAS] is Advisor, Health, 
at NITI Aayog. Neil Buddy Shah and 

Ronald Abraham are CEO and Partner 
at IDinsight, which provides analytical 

and impact measurement support for 
the Aspirational Districts initiative)

T
he four-day DefExpo 2018 that 
opens outside Chennai on 
April 11 has been innovatively 
and generously showcased as 

“India: The Emerging Defence Manu-
facturing Hub” and a large number of 
platforms and military inventory items 
manufactured in India will be on dis-
play.

The Chennai event is the 10th in the 
DefExpo series and hopes to position 
the country as a credible manufacturer 
and exporter of certain military inven-
tory items and this focus on export as 
opposed to importing military hard-
ware marks a conceptual shift in Indian 
defence policy.

Military aircraft and naval ships will 
be part of the Indian hardware that will 
be showcased, along with artillery guns. 
The Ministry of Defence (MoD) expects 
that this forum will be able to attract 
foreign buyers who may find the Indian 
option more affordable.

Concurrently, all the major arms ex-
porters of the world, barring China, will 
be in Chennai and more than 40 coun-
tries are expected to participate in De-
fExpo 2018. This has been the pattern 
for the last two decades since DefExpo 
was first launched in New Delhi and the 
event attracts a high level of attention, 
for India is seen as a major market for 
the global arms manufacturers.

It is perhaps more coincidence than 
design that when Delhi is seeking to 
project itself as a credible manufacturer 
of major platforms and a potential ex-
porter of such inventory, the Indian Air 
Force has announced (April 6) that it is 
re-opening the procurement process for 
110 fighter aircraft. This is an order that 
is potentially worth $12 billion and will 
attract the attention of the global avia-
tion industry.

But there is also a sense of déjà vu, for 
India had embarked upon a long-drawn 
process to procure 126 fighter aircraft 
during the earlier United Progressive Al-
liance (UPA) regime. This process began 
in 2007 and was abandoned in 2015 -- a 
year after the current National Demo-

cratic Alliance (NDA) came to power 
-- for the Indian higher defence eco-
system was not enabling as it ought to 
have been. The principal players are the 
Prime Minister’s Office, the ministries of 
defence and finance and the three serv-
ice headquarters, and for the last two 
decades a sense of stasis has engulfed 
Raisina Hill apropos defence procure-
ment and manufacture.

Has this complex eco-system with 
its labyrinth of regulations and compli-
ance-seeking strictures become more 
enabling under current Defence Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman? An objective 
answer to this will determine the long-
term outcome of the DefExpo.

In keeping with the tagline of the 
expo, the MoD announced a very ambi-
tious draft Defence Procurement Policy 
(DPP) 2018 in March with the objective 
of placing India among the top five de-
fence producing nations of the world. 
This is a highly desirable objective and 
can be the catalyst and opportunity for 
realising the Modi vision of Make in In-
dia in the defence sector in a substan-
tive manner.

India is likely to allocate $150 billion 
over the next decade for procurement 
and modernisation of military hardware 
and this can provide the stimulus to 
nurture meaningful domestic manufac-
ture in some niches areas. However, the 
feasibility of realising this goal by 2025 
can be an exceedingly daunting chal-
lenge, given the very modest national 
manufacturing-cum-R&D base and re-
lated eco-systems that India currently 
has in place.

Defence manufacture in India has 
largely been within the purview of the 
public sector undertakings (PSUs), 
which do not function as per free-mar-
ket compulsions. However, the track 
record of the last quarter century (1991-
2016) has revealed that these defence 
PSUs are unable to produce what the 
Indian military needs in a cost- and 
time-effective manner -- and hence the 
reality that India is the world’s largest 
importer of arms.

Manufacturing in the defence can-
not be seen in isolation and has to be 

part of a larger national eco-system 
that is enriched by the private sector, 
academia and investment from finan-
cial institutions in a sustained manner. 
However, the reality is that for decades, 
the contribution of the manufactur-
ing sector in India’s overall GDP has 
hovered in the 15 to 18 percent range, 
notwithstanding exhortations that this 
figure touch 25 percent. Indian R&D in-
vestment is slender and patents of inter-
national rigour are very few.

Thus, the target set by the MoD as part 
of DPP 2018, to lift defence production 
from the current Rs 559 billion ($8.6 bil-
lion) to Rs 1,700 bn ($26.2 bn) in defence 
inventory and services by 2025 -- seven 
years from now -- is very ambitious.

As part of this initiative, it is expected 
that India would be able to invest Rs 700 
bn ($10.85 billion) in the defence manu-
facturing sector and thereby create up 
to three million jobs. Sitharaman has 
announced the setting up of two dedi-
cated defence corridors -- one in Uttar 
Pradesh and the other in Tamil Nadu 
-- and it will be instructive to note how 
swiftly the state governments will be 
able to create the necessary conditions 
(land acquisition, provision of water/
electricity, et al) for the action to begin 
in earnest.

This vision of DPP 2018 being real-
ised in its entirety by 2025 will call for 
intense inter-ministerial coordination 
and an “all of government approach” 
that India has not seen to date. Hence 
this initiative represents a major oppor-
tunity to enhance the indigenous com-
ponent in India’s military inventory and 
also raise the national manufacturing 
base, even while providing employment 
opportunities to at least two million 
people.

This is as win-win an outcome as 
can be envisaged, but the fact is that 
this has remained elusive for years. The 
Congress-led UPA government had also 
unveiled a Defence Production Policy 
document in 2011, but it remained dor-
mant and did not yield the expected 
results. One hopes that the Chennai 
DefExpo will be the catalyst to make 
that critical difference -- thereby im-
parting some credibility to India’s desire 
for “strategic autonomy” in the global 
arena. Otherwise the make-believe will 
continue, as it has, alas, for decades.
(C. Uday Bhaskar, is Director, Society for 

Policy Studies. The article is in special 
arrangement with South Asia Monitor. 

He can be contacted at  
cudayb@gmail.com)

The Barking Deer and the Couple 
Many if not all must be familiar with the anec-

dote, “Barking Deer and the Couple”. Anec-
dotes are nothing but a short amusing story, 
blend of wit and satire with comic strokes 

that comes to mirror certain social realities. Many of the 
anecdotes told and re-told around the hearth since time 
immemorial still seems to be very much relevant even in 
today’s context. It continues to get popular because of the 
indelible value that one can inculcate in them. 

The story of the Barking Deer and the couple goes 
like this; one day a couple went to the paddy field for a 
regular agricultural activity. As they walked into the deep 
forest, they heard a deer barking. On hearing, the husband 
said, hmmmm I will kill the deer and distribute the meat 
to my neighbors but the wife refuted the idea and said; no, 
I would sell the meat and buy dress for myself. The cou-
ple continued to fight over their own interest and as they 
continued to fight the deer suddenly stops barking! As the 
deer stops barking, the fight of the couple also comes to 
an end ultimately.

We can relate the above anecdote to different life situ-
ations or prevailing social milieu of  different times. The 

ongoing Indo- Naga peace talks can be taken as one clas-
sic example. For, speculations wrapped through different 
media on the possible outcome of  ‘honorable solution’ 
anytime soon. On the count of   which many individu-
als/groups engaged themselves into wishful thinking 
and started fighting among themselves, trying to push 
their own interest like that of  the couple who fought, on 
hearing the sound of  the barking deer. In-fact the couple 
should have first work on how to catch the deer rather 
than fighting over their own interest. Likewise, even the 
Nagas should first work collectively on how to achieve 
the long cherished dream to live as free people instead 
of  fighting over their own interest.  I am afraid, if  the 
fight within continues; the so called ‘honorable solution’ 
might vanish into thin air like the sound of  that barking 
deer vanished. In today’s context certain information cir-
culating in the social media, especially the unwarranted 
ones can be dangerous like the sound of  that barking 
deer which can bring a lot of  commotion to the families 
and society at large.        

Other perspective that one can relate is the image of  
women projected in the story. In conscious study of such 

stories which project women in a negative role has enor-
mous impact in our society even today. It is such story that 
helps in stereotyping society’s thinking about women and 
further legitimates certain stigma that exist society. Rel-
egating women into such role can be viewed as another 
way of projecting women as evil and typecast her as natu-
rally bad. A myth is created through such narratives, that 
women are naturally bad whereas men are projected as 
kind and generous. I think it is important to be sensitive 
towards such construct while trying to extract the good 
things from such anecdotes.

What we can draw or conclude from the above infer-
ences is that through such narratives, social etiquettes of  
the past are reflected wherein both animal and human 
characters were employed to exposed human wit and fol-
lies. Such culturally grounded story also gives a glimpse 
of the rich cultural past, particularly the shades of agrar-
ian society and interestingly such anecdote still has a great 
potential to serve as an agent of negotiating social realities 
even in the present context.

P Wungnaongam
naongampao@gmail.com

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

BIBLE READ:   1 THESSALONIANS 1:1–3
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

We always thank God for all of you. 
~  1 Thessalonians 1:2
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Boy, your life 
seems seriously out of balance, doesn’t it, 
Aries? Today provides an opportunity to re-
think what is truly important. Consider ex-

ercise as one way to improve your health and manage 
your stress level. Once you get started with a healthy 
regimen, you’ll see how it helps you gain perspective. 
It’s likely that the cause of all this stress can be elimi-
nated when viewed through a different lens.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You like to feel 
needed, Taurus, but today you might throw 
up your hands and say, “Enough!” You’ve 
given so much of yourself for so long that 

friends and loved ones tend to think of your largesse 
as a right rather than a privilege. Today, remind them 
of their error. Take a day off from indentured servitude. 
Go to a fancy restaurant and enjoy being waited on. 
Don’t forget to leave a big tip.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You could be 
overwhelmed with information today, Gemi-
ni, as you receive more phone calls and email 
messages than you can possibly answer. Be 

clear about your priorities and stick with them. Oth-
erwise, you’re likely to spend the day being batted 
around the court like a tennis ball. Take a lot of deep 
breaths throughout the day and make an effort to keep 
your temper in check.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Your mind is 
like a sponge today, Cancer, eager to absorb 
all sorts of information. Take care that the 
information you’re absorbing is accurate. 

There’s a high likelihood that the fascinating news you 
hear is mostly a mix of fantasy and fiction. Go to the 
source and get the facts before acting on this informa-
tion. If necessary, do your own research online or in the 
library.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): If you aren’t careful, 
there’s a strong possibility that you’ll over-
indulge today, Leo. Your career frustrations 
may manifest in the form of overeating, 

excess drinking, or reckless spending. These are just 
symptoms masking the real problem. If you can take 
some time to meditate, you’ll calm your nerves and 
reveal the root of your frustration. Once you have the 
facts, it will be easier to devise an effective solution.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You’re too hard on 
yourself, Virgo. If things haven’t gone exactly 
as planned over the last few days, there’s no 
sense in berating yourself over it. As long as 

you did the best that you could, what’s the problem? 
It’s likely you’ve experienced a delay and not a cancel-
lation. All signs indicate that your goals will come to 
fruition even though it might take longer than you’d 
anticipated.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You’re especially 
intuitive today, Libra. If this is a fairly new 
occurrence for you, you could be at a loss as 
to how to make the most of this gift. Only you 

can know for sure, but one suggestion is to reflect on 
changes that you’d like to make at work. Pitch them to 
your boss. With today’s keen insight, you’ll almost be 
able to read his or her mind and anticipate any objec-
tions.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Today’s plan-
etary aspects indicate that this is likely to 
be a day of excess, Scorpio, some of it good, 
some of it not so good. Take care not to over-

indulge in food and drink. You could be merely act-
ing out your stress with such behavior. You’d be better 
served to meditate and get to the root of the problem. 
On the other hand, money could come your way, pos-
sibly a lot of it!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You should 
make an effort to be patient and tolerant, es-
pecially at the office, even though you might 
not feel like it, Sagittarius. You’ll likely take a 

lot of deep breaths as projects get delayed and meet-
ings drag on. There isn’t much you can do about it. Stay 
focused and trust that everything will be resolved by 
day’s end. In the meantime, don’t step on anyone’s toes. 
Your colleagues’ nerves are raw.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): This could 
be a day of inner turmoil, Capricorn. You’ll 
rethink some of your fundamental values, 
unsure if they’re still relevant to your life. 

It’s clear that some soul searching is needed. There are 
no right or wrong answers, only what is in your heart. 
If your goal is to live authentically, then you’ll need to 
make some big changes in your life. Don’t act rashly. 
Think things through before taking steps.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You need to 
pull yourself up by the bootstraps, Aquarius. 
Why not take a few steps back and try to look 
at your life more objectively? Regardless of 

what you might be thinking at the moment, you do 
have a terrific life. Stop and count your blessings. Make 
a list and keep it in your wallet to refer to at low mo-
ments. Force yourself to be festive tonight. It will do 
you good to get out.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  A particularly 
tricky situation could occur at work. If you 
aren’t careful, you could lose your cool. Make 
a concerted effort to keep your wits about 

you, Pisces. It could be that a colleague is baiting you, 
but that’s no reason to take it. Keep to yourself as much 
as possible today. Close your office door. At home, go 
to bed early. Relax with a good book. All will be calmer 
tomorrow.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Dinesh C Sharma | India Science Wire 

Anthony Phillips | Aeon

Yak in Indian Himalayas Facing Threat of Climate Change

Why Symmetry Gets Really Interesting When it is Broken

Yak – the lifeline of pastoral 
nomads in high altitudes of 
the Indian Himalayan region 
– is facing the threat of gradu-
ally rising temperatures in the 
region.

The increasing trend of 
environmental temperature 
at high altitudes is resulting 
in heat stress in yak during 
warmer months of the year. 
This, in turn, is affecting the 
rhythms of physiological re-
sponses of the animal. Studies 
have shown that the average 
environmental temperature 
in the region has increased 1.5 
percent in the past 25 years, 
with yearly incremental in-
crease of 0.06 degree.

Yak is accustomed to 
very cold temperatures and 
can survive up to minus 40 
degrees but finds is diffi-
cult when the temperature 
crosses 13 degrees. “Yak can 
efficiently conserve its body 
heat during cold weather 
conditions and has minimal 
body mechanism to dissipate 
heat by way of sweating. This 
makes yak more susceptible 
to heat stress,” explained Dr 

Vijay Paul, principal scien-
tist at the ICAR-National Re-
search Centre on Yak (NRCY), 
Dirang, while addressing a 
media workshop on climate 
adaptation here.

The animal alters its res-
piration rate not only in re-
sponse to a changing need 
for oxygen but for regulating 
body temperature. Therefore, 
increased respiration acts 
as a predictor of heat stress, 
along with other symptoms 
like panting, reduced feed in-
take and higher intake of wa-
ter. Noticing these indicators 
of heat stress, nomads have 
started own adaptation meas-
ures for their animals.

Climatic variables such as 
rainfall, cold waves and tem-
perature change has been 
studied for the two yak rearing 
districts of Arunachal Pradesh 
– Tawang and West Kameng. 
Since past meteorological 
data is lacking in this region, 
researchers from NRCY have 
collated information from 
Brokpa namads who are en-
gaged in yak husbandry in 
Arunachal Pradesh. Two other 

prominent nomadic commu-
nities engaged in yak rearing 
are Changpas and Dokpas in 
Ladakh, Sikkim and Himachal 
Pradesh. The total yak popu-
lation in six states in the In-
dian Himalayan region is 
estimated to be over 76,000. 
Globally, China – mainly Tibet 
region – has the highest num-
bers of yak.

“ Climatic variables such 
as rainfall, cold waves and 

temperature change has been 
studied for the two yak rearing 
districts of Arunachal Pradesh 
– Tawang and West Kameng. “

“Yak rearing is an eco-
friendly livelihood for no-
mads who migrate to higher 
altitudes during summer 
and return to lower altitudes 
at about 3000 meters above 
sea level during winters. This 
ensures that their animals re-
main in almost same ambient 

temperature all through the 
year. It helps minimize heat 
stress. This traditional migra-
tory pattern is getting dis-
turbed with changing weather 
patterns,” noted Dr Paul.

Besides heat stress in 
animals, fluctuating tem-
perature also affects growth 
and availability of fodder in 
alpine pasturelands. This, in 
turn, lowers productivity of 
the animals. Yaks provide no-

mads milk, fibre and meat. 
Milk production depends 
directly on the quantity and 
quality of forage in pasture-
lands. The long hair of yak 
have water-resistant proper-
ties and can be a good pack-
ing material. Nomads use 
yak hair to weave material for 
making tents. In addition to 
climate-related factors, there 
is a reduction in grazing areas 
and degradation of pasture-
lands due to various develop-
mental activities as well.

Dr Paul said nomadic 
communities were taking sev-
eral adaptive steps as duration 
and timing of migration was 
changing. There is prolifera-
tion of yak-cattle hybridiza-
tion as well as diversification 
of herds. Yak rearing needs 
to be preserved as this is the 
only source of livelihood for 
nomads. This can be done by 
rejuvenating degraded pas-
tures, improving livestock 
healthcare practices and pro-
viding feed supplements for 
yaks. “We also need to develop 
stains that are less sensitive to 
heat stress,” he added.

Arunachal Pradesh had 
prepared the state action plan 

on climate change in 2013. 
The five year plan period has 
come to an end but no adapta-
tion projects have been taken 
up in the state. The plan had 
components on adaptation 
measures for agriculture and 
animal husbandry sectors but 
there was no specific mention 
of protecting yak populations. 
“The plan was approved for Rs 
6500 crore but no funds were 
received for its implementa-
tion,” said Omkar Singh, prin-
cipal secretary, department of 
environment and forests, Aru-
nachal Pradesh.

“We are in the process of 
reviewing the state plan based 
on new inputs such as high 
resolution vegetation maps 
which have since become 
available,” added D. Dohu 
Robin, deputy director (en-
vironment) and programme 
coordinator.

The three-day workshop 
has been jointly organised 
by the Indian Himalayas Cli-
mate Adaptation Programme 
(IHCAP), Department of Sci-
ence and Technology (DST) 
and Centre for Media Studies 
(CMS), along with the state 
climate change cell.

A
hypothetical alien visitor, sent to 
observe all of human culture – 
art and architecture, music and 
medicine, storytelling and science 

– would quickly conclude that we as a spe-
cies are obsessed with patterns. The formal 
gardens of 18th-century England, the folk 
tales of medieval Germany and the tradi-
tional woven fabrics of Mayan civilisation 
have little in common, but they each owe 
their aesthetic appeal to being composed of 
smaller, identical parts arranged into a har-
monious whole. 

It’s no coincidence that our Universe 
is naturally full of symmetry. The mirror 
symmetry of a stately home reflects the 
external form of many creatures, from 
butterflies to humans. At a deeper level, 
the very laws of the Universe are a conse-
quence of its symmetries. An easy-to-state 
but profound example in the ground-
breaking work of the German mathemati-
cian Emmy Noether is that the conserva-
tion laws that are ubiquitous in physics are 
in fact manifestations of the symmetries of 
the Universe. Energy is conserved, for in-
stance, because the laws of physics are the 
same now as they were a millennium ago; 
momentum is conserved because they are 
the same here as they are on Pluto. Sym-
metry thus has the unusual distinction 
that it is fundamental both to the way the 
world works and to the extent to which we 
are capable of understanding it.

Symmetry is at the core of my own work 
as a materials physicist. When atoms ag-
gregate to make a material, they naturally 
arrange themselves into symmetrically re-
peating patterns. More than this, when we 
want the resulting material to be useful for 
a particular purpose – say, if we’re design-
ing a touch sensor or an element of com-
puter memory – these patterns must have 
the right symmetry to produce these useful 
properties.

There is a further twist. In both art and 
science, perfectly symmetrical patterns can 
be monotonous. Indeed, there’s a sense in 
which symmetry is the opposite of infor-
mation. If I showed you one wing of a but-
terfly, you could easily sketch the other; if I 
showed you a single paling, you could draw 
the entire picket fence. Since the missing 
pieces can so easily be reconstructed, they 
carry no new information.

If, by contrast, we want to represent or 
store new information, it follows that we 
need to find ways to break the symmetry 

in order to encode our data. If successive 
palings in the picket fence differed in some 
way – say, if each were painted either white 
or blue at random – then the symmetry 
(and your ability to draw the whole fence) 
would be lost. Replace white palings with 
zeroes and blue palings with ones, and we 
have a binary representation of a number, 
the basis of digital data storage and manip-
ulation.

In a physical computer, these ones and 
zeroes are represented not by white and 
blue palings but by electrically or magneti-
cally polarised materials. A polarised mate-
rial is no longer isotropic (that is, the same 
in every direction), but instead has an elec-
tric or magnetic field pointing in a particu-
lar direction. It’s therefore a physical exam-
ple of broken symmetry.

This might seem like a technical and ob-
scure point, but in fact symmetry-breaking 
is as fundamental to the Universe, and to 
our view of it, as symmetry itself. Water is a 
uniform soup of molecules, where any par-
ticular point is on average the same as any 
other; but when it freezes into ice, it solidi-
fies into a fixed pattern, in which different 
places are distinguishable. The difference 
is the same as between a painted wall and 
one covered in wallpaper. On the painted 
surface, every point is identical, but on the 
papered one, each point is the same as only 
a few others: the corresponding points in 
adjacent copies of the pattern. We therefore 
say that some of a particular kind of sym-
metry has been lost, something known as 
translational symmetry – where, for a given 
movement from one point to another, the 
object is the same.

At the cosmological scale, the differ-
ences between the fundamental forces 
that govern the Universe, including gravity 
and electromagnetism, are believed to be 
the result of symmetry breaking in a math-
ematically analogous way. The search for a 
‘Theory of Everything’ that would explain 
the effects of these forces together is, in a 
profound sense, an attempt to look at ice 
and imagine water: to understand the sym-
metrical soup of the early Universe by look-
ing back at it from the broken, patterned 
version that prevails today.

The concept of symmetry-breaking is 
not just an intrinsically beautiful idea; it 
is of substantial practical use. Returning 
to materials science, it turns out that the 
symmetry required to produce a particu-
lar functionality is almost always the right 
kind of broken symmetry. Consider the 
phenomenon of piezoelectricity, which un-

derlies ‘smart footpaths’ that can harvest 
the energy from people’s footsteps. Piezo-
electricity involves a material that responds 
to pressure by generating an electric field 
(or vice versa). It was first noted in 1880 by 
the brothers Pierre and Jacques Curie: work 
less well known than Pierre and Marie Cu-
rie’s Nobel Prize-winning investigations of 
radioactivity, but equally groundbreaking. 
Piezoelectric materials are now used in eve-
ryday applications including clocks, cam-
eras and printers, as well as being the basis 
for more futuristic technologies.

It turns out that a material cannot be 
piezoelectric if it’s too symmetrical at the 
atomic level. Think about compressing a 
rubber cube with a ballbearing at its exact 
centre: all of the material around it might 
shift inwards, but the ball would stay in the 
same spot. A small amount of initial asym-
metry, though, can be magnified when 
pressure is applied. If the ballbearing is off-
centre to start with, squashing the cube in-
wards might shift it further from the middle 
– a movement that, applied by analogy to 
piezoelectricity, can generate an electrical 
field. The same argument holds for a host 
of other material properties that depend 
on electrical or magnetic ordering, or both: 
to produce these unusual effects, a certain 
amount of asymmetry is necessary.

How, in practice, do we achieve such 
asymmetry by design? There are two basic 
prerequisites. First, we must ensure that the 
symmetry we want to break is inherently 

unstable. Consider a ping-pong ball atop a 
Mexican sombrero. It is most symmetrical 
balancing right in the middle, but this posi-
tion is very unstable. The ball will roll down 
into the brim in one direction or another, 
spontaneously breaking the symmetry.

A real material, though, consists of bil-
lions upon billions of atomic ‘hats’; if the 
ball rolls in a different direction in each, 
there will be no overall effect. The second 
prerequisite, therefore, is that each hat – 
each atomic component – should strongly 
influence its neighbours. If each compo-
nent distorts in the same direction as those 
nearby, then the broken symmetry will 
be carried through from the atomic to the 
macroscopic scale. Given these require-
ments, designing a material with just the 
right kinds of symmetry demands real inge-
nuity, combining insights from chemistry, 
physics and materials science.

We can also be cunning in how to 
achieve a low-symmetry state. One re-
cent line of research, including in my own 
work, is to approach the problem indirectly. 
Rather than setting out to achieve, say, elec-
trical polarisation in a single step, we can 
combine two different sorts of symmetry-
breaking. Under the right circumstances, 
the combination can result in a polar order-
ing at the atomic scale even if neither of the 
ingredients would have done so individual-
ly – a behaviour known as hybrid improper 
ferroelectricity.

Like materials design, the act of tell-

ing stories is about breaking patterns. In 
fairy tales, we’re likely to come across three 
bears, three pigs or three sons; in modern 
times, an enduring joke-pattern involves 
three protagonists (think ‘an Englishman, 
an Irishman and a Scotsman walk into a 
bar’) while comedians, improvisers and 
scriptwriters speak of the ‘rule of three’. Why 
this obsession with the number three? The 
answer is simple: the first time, something 
happens; the second time, something simi-
lar happens, establishing a pattern; but the 
third time, something different happens, 
breaking the pattern. The first two of the 
king’s sons come to a sticky end, while the 
third slays the dragon, marries the princess, 
and lives happily ever after. There is nothing 
magical about the number three, but since 
a pattern has to have at least two elements, 
a series of three is the most efficient way of 
establishing a kind of symmetry in order to 
disrupt it.

At a certain level of abstraction, in both 
science and art, symmetry-breaking creates 
the conceptual space for interesting things 
to happen. Patterns might be appealing 
but, from ancient sagas to modern technol-
ogy, they are at their most interesting, use-
ful and revealing when broken.

(This Idea was made possible through 
the support of a grant from Templeton 

Religion Trust to Aeon. The opinions 
expressed in this publication are those of 

the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of Templeton Religion Trust.)
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Sea of black as Modi visits Chennai ‘History will not pardon us for not 
upholding judicial independence’

Will you arrest rape accused BJP MLA, HC asks UP govt.

Two bank officials, woman held in CBSE maths question paper leak

Bring ordinance to restore status quo of SC/ST Act — Dalit leaders demand Centre 

Nirav Modi case: India 
awaiting response 
from Hong Kong

Maharashtra BJP MLAs caught 
on tape ‘snacking’ during fast

Indian rocket successfully puts 
into orbit navigation satellite 

PTI

DMK Rajya Sabha MP Kanimozhi participates in a black flag demonstration against Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s visit in Chennai on Thursday.

PTI

BJP MLA from Unnao Kuldip Singh Sengar, accused in a rape case, surrounded by media persons outside 
the office of the Senior Superintendent of Police in  Lucknow on Wednesday night.

PTI

Indian Space Research Organisation’s (ISRO) navigation satellite IRNSS-1I, on board the Polar Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C41), lifts off at the Satish Dawan Space Centre in Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh on 
Thursday.

Chennai, April 12 (IANS): 
Black flags and balloons 
and activists in black shirts 
and trousers greeted Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi as 
he paid a whirlwind visit 
to Chennai with helicop-
ter as the chosen mode 
of transport in the wake 
of statewide agitation de-
manding constitution of 
the Cauvery Management 
Board (CMB).

Protests were also held 
with black flags and plac-
ards throughout Tamil 
Nadu in cities like Tiruchi, 
Thanjavur, Coimbatore 
and Tuticorin against the 
Prime Minister’s brief visit 
to the state and the Centre’s 
failure to constitute the 
CMB despite a Supreme 
Court order. Black flags 
were hoisted on homes 
and business establish-
ments across the state.

In a bid to avoid pro-
testers, Modi, who arrived 
here by a special aircraft in 
the morning, chose a heli-
copter to reach Tiruvidan-
thai, in neighbouring Kan-
chipuram district where he 
opened the 10th DefExpo 
organised by the Defence 
Ministry. From there he 
took another chopper to 
come to IIT Madras, in the 
heart of the city.

From there, he took 
a one-kilometre ride by 
car to the neighbouring 
Adyar Cancer Institute for 

an event. 
The Prime Minister 

walked a few steps from 
the helicopter to the car 
that ferried him to the Can-
cer Institute. As he did so, 
he encountered some 30 
students from IIT Madras 
who stood silently but held 
posters demanding a Cau-
very Management Board 
as ordered by the Supreme 
Court -- an issue which has 
whipped up emotions in 
Tamil Nadu.

Modi then left by heli-
copter to the airport before 

returning to Delhi. 
#Go back Modi trend-

ed on top as netizens took 
to the cyberspace to reg-
ister their protest against 
the Central government’s 
failure to set up the CMB 
as directed by the Supreme 
Court to ensure proper 
sharing of Cauvery wa-
ters between Tamil Nadu 
and Karnataka and other 
states. 

DMK leader M.K. Sta-
lin, who was on a padayatra 
of the Cauvery delta areas, 
wore black shirt and trou-

sers as he protested along 
with state Congress Presi-
dent Thirunavukkarasar 
and CPI-M state unit chief 
Mutharasan.

“The Prime Minister 
may be flying in the air 
today but he has to come 
down when the elections 
come,” he said taking a dig 
at Modi.

A black flag was hoisted 
at DMK chief M. Karunani-
dhi’s residence. The ailing 
leader wore a black shirt.

DMK MP Tiruchi Siva 
and leaders of DMK al-

lies wore black dress and 
marched on the road near 
the Chennai airport.

In the morning out-
side the Chennai airport, 
activists of the Federation 
for protection of Tamil Art 
and Culture, led by noted 
film director Bharatiraja 
and other film personali-
ties like Amir, Gautaman 
and Vetrimaran protested 
against Modi’s visit. They 
were arrested.

While MDMK chief 
Vaiko held a black flag pro-
test in Velachery, Naam 
Thamizhar Katch conven-
or Seeman, a film director, 
was arrested elsewhere. 
Vaiko called Modi a “cow-
ard” for choosing to fly. 
Political leaders Velmuru-
gan and P. Nedumaran 
were arrested from Alandur 
metro station in Chennai 
for holding black flag pro-
tests. 

Tamil Nadu has been in 
turmoil since the six-week 
period for setting up the 
Board expired, with op-
position parties and a host 
of fringe Tamil groups at-
tacking the Centre, saying 
the BJP was interested only 
in winning the Assembly 
elections in Karnataka. 

Even the hugely-pop-
ular IPL cricket matches 
have been shifted out of 
Chennai to Pune in view of 
the disturbances on Tues-
day.

New Delhi, April 12 (IANS): 
Justice Kurian Joseph -- the 
fifth senior most judge in 
the Supreme Court and a 
member of the collegium -- 
has told Chief Justice Dipak 
Misra that “history will not 
pardon us” for not uphold-
ing judicial independence 
in the face of government 
sitting on its recommenda-
tion for the appointment of 
top court’s judges.

In an April 9 letter, Jus-
tice Joseph pointed out 
that over three months 
have passed since the Su-
preme Court collegium 
had recommended the 
elevation of Uttarakhand 
High Court Chief Justice 
K.M. Joseph and appoint-
ment of senior lawyer 
Indu Malhotra to the top 
court.

Pointing out that the 

“government owes a duty 
to take a call on the rec-
ommendation as soon as 
the same is sent by the 
collegium”, Justice Joseph 
said: “Failure to discharge 
their duty by sitting on the 
recommendations of the 
collegium doing nothing, 
in administrative law, is 
abuse of power.

“The dignity, honour 
and respect of this insti-
tution is going down day 
by day since we are not 
able to take recommen-
dations for appointment 
to this court to their logi-
cal conclusion within the 
normally accepted time,” 
he said.

He asked Chief Justice 
Misra to deal with the 
issue on the judicial side 
by constituting a bench 
of seven or more senior 

most judges of the top 
court.

The Supreme Court 
Judge said: “If there is no 
normal delivery on the 
completion of the gesta-
tion period, what is ur-
gently done is caesarean 
section. Unless such a 
surgical intervention is 
made at the appropri-
ate time, the child in the 
womb dies.

Recalling the way the 
full court met when then 
Calcutta High Court Judge 
C.S. Karnan “challenged 
the dignity of the court”, 
Justice Kurian said: “Is not 
the present a more griev-
ous situation?”

He said the apex court 
was reeling under the work 
pressure by working with 
24 judges as against a sanc-
tioned strength of 31.

Allahabad, April 12 (PTI): 
The Allahabad High Court 
came down heavily on the 
Uttar Pradesh government 
today on the Unnao rape 
incident, asking it whether 
it proposes to arrest ac-
cused BJP MLA Kuldeep 
Singh Sengar.

A bench of Chief Justice 
D B Bhosale and Justice 
Suneet Kumar, taking cog-
nisance of the gangrape 
case on a letter to the court 
by senior lawyer Gopal 
Swaroop Chaturvedi, 
heard the matter in detail 
and will pronounce its or-
der tomorrow.

The court also ques-
tioned the conduct of the 
police in the case, saying 
whom will a victim ap-
proach to register a com-
plaint.

Advocate  General 
Raghvendra Singh, who 
was present in the court on 
its direction, informed the 
bench that on August 17, 
2017, an application was 
sent to the Chief Minister’s 
Office in which allegations 
of rape was made against 
the MLA.

The application was 
forwarded to officers con-
cerned in Unnao to take 

appropriate action, he said.
To this, the bench ques-

tioned what has been done 
in the case and wheth-
er any arrests have been 
made so far.

Singh replied that three 
of the accused have been 
arrested, including the 
MLA’s brother.

The court then asked 
the Advocate General 
whether the government 
proposes to arrest Sengar.

Singh said that he was 
not in a position to make 
any statement in this re-
gard and police will pro-
ceed in accordance with 

law only after recording 
statements of the com-
plainant and witnesses.

The court referred to 
the SIT report and said, 
“according to it, medical of-
ficers and police officers, all 
were hand in glove with the 
accused to save them and 
you acted on this report 
against those officers but 
for arresting rape accused 
you need to do further in-
vestigation.” 

“Police was not ready 
to register FIR of the minor 
rape victim. In spite of the 
SIT report, you are repeat-
ing that we can only take 
any action after further 
investigation, if this is the 
conduct of the police in 
state, whom will a vic-
tim approach to register 
a complaint. If this is the 
stand you are repeatedly 
taking, then we will be 
forced to observe in our 
order that law and order 
has collapsed in the state’,” 
it said.

According to Chaturve-
di, the SIT conducted pre-
liminary investigation and 
then filed a report after 
which an FIR was regis-
tered and still the state gov-
ernment wants to conduct 
further probe before arrest-
ing the accused MLA.

Chaturvedi has de-
manded a court-moni-
tored investigation of the 
incident and also death of 
the victim’s father in judi-
cial custody.

New Delhi, April 12 (IANS): Three 
more persons -- two bank officials 
and a woman -- have been arrested 
in connection with the leak of Central 
Board of Secondary Education Class 
10 mathematics question paper, po-
lice said on Thursday.

Accused Manju Bala, 42, is a 
resident of Punjab’s Firozepur while 
Head Cashier Om Prakash, 58, and 
Branch Manager Sheru Ram, 35, are 
posted at the Union Bank of India in 
Kangra district of Himachal Pradesh. 
They were arrested on Wednesday.

The police had on April 6 ar-
rested three persons from Himachal 
Pradesh -- teacher Rakesh Kumar, 
clerk Amit Sharma and support staff 
Ashok Kumar of DAV Centenary Pub-
lic School in Una in connection with 
the leak of CBSE Class 12 Economics 
paper. 

“During interrogation with main 

kingpin Rakesh Kumar, the Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) found that 
he not only leaked Class 12 Eco-
nomics paper on March 23 but also 
Class 10 maths paper to his relative 
Manju Bala and shared it through 
WhatsApp in handwritten form,” 
Joint Commissioner of Police Alok 
Kumar said.

“While Amit and Ashok took the 
computer science paper with them 
to the school on March 23, Rakesh 
Kumar clicked photos of the eco-
nomics and mathematics papers. 
The teacher later put it back in the 
bundle and resealed it since he was 
the exam Superintendent and no one 
suspected him,” Alok Kumar said.

The police officer said the ac-
cused then called student taking tui-
tions from him at his residence and 
got the paper handwritten and took 
its photographs on his mobile.

“Kumar then shared the hand-
written question paper with Bala 
on WhatsApp, who further sent it 
to one of her relatives and thus the 
paper went viral on many What-
sApp groups. Kumar later deleted all 
digital evidence from his mobile,” 
he added.

The SIT arrested Sheru Ram and 
Om Prakash for violating CBSE guide-
lines by giving access to Rakesh 
Kumar, the Centre Superintendent, 
alone. They being the main custo-
dians of the sealed question paper 
bundles, were not present when the 
bank locker was opened by Kumar,” 
the officer said.

Class 12 economics paper was 
leaked in handwritten format three 
days prior to the exam on March 26 
and Class 10 maths paper was leaked 
five days prior to the exam on March 
28, a Delhi Police official said.

New Delhi, April 12 (PTI): 
Leaders of various Dalit 
organisations today de-
manded that the Centre 
immediately bring an or-
dinance to restore the 
status quo of the Sched-
uled Castes and Sched-
uled Tribes (Prevention of 
Atrocities) Act. They also 
urged the Union govern-
ment to include the Act in 
the Ninth Schedule of the 
Constitution.

The Ninth Schedule 
provides protection to 
legislations placed under 
it. A law placed under the 
Schedule is not open to 

judicial scrutiny. At the 
meeting in Delhi, Dalit 
leaders announced they 
would observe April 14 
as “Protect Constitution 
Day” across the country.

Political leader and 
activist Prakash Ambed-
kar, who presided over 
the meeting, said the gov-
ernment should bring a 
legislation in the Mon-
soon Session of Parlia-
ment to ensure adequate 
representation of SCs/
STs, Dalits and adivasis in 
the judiciary.

Ashok Bharti of the 
National Confederation 

of Dalit and Adivasi Or-
ganisations supported 
Ambedkar’s demands. 
“Since judiciary is not 
reforming itself, Parlia-
ment should bring a law 
in the Monsoon Session 
to ensure that there is an 
adequate representation 
of the marginalised (sec-
tions) in the judiciary.” 

The Dalit leaders have 
threatened street protests 
if the prime minister does 
not announce the govern-
ment decision on August 
15, from the ramparts of 
the Red Fort, to resolve 
their demands.

The Dalit leaders’ de-
mands came after the 
Supreme Court on March 
20 “diluted” the provi-
sions of the Act, ruling 
that government servants 
should not be arrested 
without prior sanction 
and private citizens, too, 
can be arrested only after 
an inquiry under the law.

Today, the Centre told 
the Supreme Court that 
its judgement on the SC/
ST Act has “diluted” the 
provisions of the law, re-
sulting in “great damage” 
to the country, and steps 
may be taken to correct it.

New Delhi, April 12 (IANS): 
India has requested Hong 
Kong to arrest fugitive 
jeweller Nirav Modi and 
is awaiting for a response 
from the authorities there, 
a senior official said here 
on Thursday.

“We have requested the 
authorities in Hong Kong 
to surrender Nirav Modi,” 
External Affairs ministry 
spokesperson Raveesh Ku-
mar said at a media brief-
ing here.

Kumar also informed 
that, according to the In-
dian mission there, the 
Department of Justice is 
examining India’s request 
for provisional order for 
Modi’s arrest.

Diamond jeweller 
Nirav Modi and his uncle 
Mehul Choksi have been 
accused of defrauding 
the Punjab National Bank 
(PNB) of Rs 12,600 crore, 
with Rs 1,300 crore being 
added to the fraud kitty on 
February 26.

Pune (Maharashtra), April 
12 (IANS): There were red 
faces in the BJP after two of 
its legislators were found 
snacking on sandwiches 
and chips as the party lead-
ers and cadres led by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
observed a day’s fast across 
India on Thursday.

T h e  d e ve l o p m e n t 
came three days after the 
Bharatiya Janata Party lam-
pooned the Congress when 
some of its Delhi leaders 
were seen eating out at a 
restaurant prior to its fast 
on Monday.

Two BJP legislators -- 
Bhimrao Tapkir and Sanjay 
Bhegade alias Bala -- were 
filmed while ‘breaking’ 
their fast mid-way during 
an official meeting con-
vened in the Pune Council 
Hall by Guardian Minister 
Girish Bapat.

A video clipping of the 
two chomping on sand-
wiches and chips went viral 
on the social media and 

was broadcast by television 
channels, even as embar-
rassed state BJP leaders 
kept mum.

In a statement, Mahar-
ashtra Congress President 
Ashok Chavan said that 
the “drama of fasting will 
not work anymore” as the 
people are no longer inter-
ested in government’s false 
promises.

“In Pune, the BJP lead-
ers were seen enjoying 
snacks in the middle of 
the fast... elaborate ar-
rangements were made 
for serving snacks before 
launching the ‘fast’ and 
after completing it. This 
‘fast’ is just a farce,” Chavan 
said dismissively during a 
media briefing.

“If somebody eats three 
hours before a fast, BJP 
finds it objectionable, but 
it is okay for them if they 
eat during the fast. The rea-
son behind today’s fasting 
programme is bogus, the 
sentiments are bogus and 

the fast itself is bogus,” said 
state Congress Spokesper-
son Sachin Sawant.

Incidentally, it is not 
clear how the video clip of 
the BJP legislators enjoy-
ing the snack during the 
fast came into the pub-
lic domain as the party 
had issued strict instruc-
tions against any public-
ity stunts on social media 
networks.

The call for a day-long 
fast by the BJP leaders led 
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi was given to pro-
test the washout of the 
second half of parliament’s 
budget session.

The BJP alleged that 
the Congress did not allow 
parliament to function, 
initially on account of the 
bank scams. Thereafter, the 
YSR Congress and TDP cre-
ated hurdles on the issue 
of special status for And-
hra Pradesh and moved 
no-confidence motions 
against the government.

Sriharikota (Andhra 
Pradesh), April 12 (IANS): 
India early on Thursday 
put into orbit navigation 
satellite IRNSS-1I, a part 
of Indian satellite naviga-
tion system NavIC in copy-
book style.

The 1,425 kg satellite 
was carried into space by 
Polar Satellite Launch Ve-
hicle (PSLV) rocket’s ‘XL’ 
variant.

Simply put, NavIC 
(Navigation with Indian 
Constellation, earlier the 
Indian Regional Navigation 
Satellite System or IRNSS) 
is the Indian ‘GPS’.

After the success-
ful launch, Indian Space 
Research Organisation 
Chairman K. Sivan said:”I 
am extremely happy to 
announce that the PSLV 
has precisely injected the 
navigation satellite in the 
targetted orbit.”

Sivan said over the next 
eight months, ISRO has 
planned nine launch mis-
sions including the moon 
mission towards the end of 
the year.

At 4.04 a.m., the four 
stage/engine PSLV-XL 
rocket, standing 44.4 me-
tres tall and weighing 321 
tonnes, blasted off from the 
first launch pad.

Just over 19 minutes 
into the flight, the rocket 
slung IRNSS-1I into the or-
bit from where the satellite 
will be taken up to its final 
position at geo synchro-
nous orbit at a height of 
36,000 km.

The Rs 1,420 crore Indi-
an satellite navigation sys-
tem NavIC consists of nine 
satellites -- seven in orbit 
and two as substitutes. The 

fully operational system is 
expected to provide accu-
rate position information 
service to users across the 
country and the region, 
extending up to an area of 
1,500 km.

One of the substitutes 
was the IRNSS-1H as the 
in IRNSS-1A’s rubidium 
atomic clocks, important 
for giving accurate po-
sitional data, had failed. 
However, the IRNSS-1H 
satellite launch mission 
ended in a failure on Au-
gust 31 last year. 

The 1,425 kg IRNSS-1I 
was the second satellite 
sent up as replacement for 
IRNSS-1A and the ninth of 
the IRNSS satellite series.

Each satellite has three 
rubidium atomic clocks 
and a total of 27 clocks for 
the navigation satellite sys-

tem (including the standby 
satellites) were supplied by 
the same vendor.

The navigation pay-
load, operating in L5-band 
and S-band, will transmit 
navigation service signals 
to the users, while the 
ranging payload consists 
of a C-band transponder, 
which facilitates accurate 
determination of the range 
of the satellite. IRNSS-1I 
also carries Corner Cube 
Retro Reflectors for laser 
ranging.

According to ISRO, 
NavIC is useful for fisher-
men to reach potential 
fishing areas. The fisher-
men can also get alert 
messages relating to bad 
weather, high waves or 
when they approach the 
international maritime 
boundary line. These serv-

ices are provided through 
a software application on a 
smart phone.

The navigation system 
is also helpful for railways 
in tracking trains and also 
giving an alert in the case of 
an unmanned level cross-
ing. It is also used for other 
applications like location-
based services, survey and 
alignment, and time syn-
chronised services.

Starting in July 2013, 
the Indian space agency 
has launched eight naviga-
tion satellites, with the last 
one launched on August 
31, 2017. This was a failure 
as the rocket’s heat shield 
did not separate three min-
utes after lift-off and the 
satellite remained housed 
inside the heat shield.

Each satellite has a life 
span of 10 years.
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No decision on Syria yet, Trump 
weighing all options — WH 

UN urges donors to set aside N. Korea political issues

France has proof Assad regime 
used chemical weapons — Macron

China remains world’s top 
executioner — Amnesty

Taliban claim attack on Afghan government post, killing 18 

New Cisco blueprint to skill students for New-Age technologies

Watchdog confirms UK 
findings in Russian ex-spy case 

Washington, April 12 
(PTI): US President Don-
ald Trump is weighing all 
options on the table with 
regard to Syria as he holds 
the Syrian regime and 
Russia responsible for the 
latest chemical weapons 
attack, the White House 
said today, adding that no 
final decision has been 
taken yet on the military 
response.

Referring to the allega-
tion of a Russian military 
official that there was an 
attack but it was staged by 
the White Helmets brigade 
component of the rebels 
in Syria, she said the intel-
ligence provided “certainly 
paints” a different picture, 
and the President holds 
Syria and Russia responsi-
ble for the chemical weap-
ons attack.

In the last few days, 
Trump has blamed the 
authoritarian Assad regime 
for the chemical attack that 
killed dozens of Syrian ci-
vilians, including children 
and women, in the Damas-
cus suburb of Douma.

Russia, she alleged, 
holds some responsibil-
ity in the fact that they 
had guaranteed that Syria 
wouldn’t use chemical 
weapons again, which they 

Pyongyang, April 12 (PTI/
AFP): The United Nations 
was able to help barely 
15 percent of the North 
Koreans it aimed to sup-
port with basic food needs 
last year, its top official in 
Pyongyang said today, as 
donor funding dried up 
in the face of political ten-
sions.

The implementation 
of UN Security Council 
sanctions also hit humani-
tarian work in the country, 
with aid supplies and fi-
nancial transfers delayed 
or stopped, UN resident 
coordinator Tapan Mishra 
told AFP.

The isolated North in-
dustrialised rapidly fol-
lowing the end of the Ko-
rean War and for a time was 
wealthier than the South, 
but funding from Moscow 
came to an end with the 
collapse of the Soviet Un-

ion, which was followed 
by a crippling famine and 
chronic economic mis-
management.

Under current leader 
Kim Jong Un it has made 
rapid progress in its nu-
clear and ballistic mis-
sile programmes, earning 
itself multiple sets of UN 
Security Council sanc-
tions, with more measures 
imposed unilaterally by 
the US, EU, South Korea 
and others.

They remain in place 
despite a rapid diplomatic 
rapprochement on the 
peninsula, with a North-
South summit due later 
this month ahead of talks 
between Kim and US Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

Kim has also quietly 
introduced some market 
reforms under a policy of 
simultaneously develop-
ing the economy and the 

military, with its estimated 
growth rate rising -- the 
North itself does not pub-
lish the statistic -- but it 
remains deeply impover-
ished.

“Undernutrition con-
tinues to be a serious con-
cern with more than one 
quarter of the children 
stunted due to inadequate 
nutritious food, people 
struggling to have basic 
access to facilities includ-
ing health, a large propor-
tion of the population lives 
without a reliable source of 
safe drinking water, almost 
a quarter without basic 
sanitary facilities,” Mishra 
said.

The UN sought 114 
million from donors last 
year for food security, nu-
trition, health, and water 
and hygiene, but received 
only 31 million.

Out of 4.3 million peo-

ple it targeted for food as-
sistance, only 660,000 re-
ceived help -- just over 15 
per cent.

“We did not have the 
funding to support all 
the need, so we were 
only able to provide this,” 
Mishra said, adding he 
had not previously seen 
a similar statistic during 
his career.

A higher proportion, 
two million out of a tar-
geted 2.5 million, received 
nutritional support, which 
is cheaper to provide.

But he urged donors 
to delink geopolitical con-
siderations from humani-
tarian decision-making, 
saying that “even in war”, 
humanitarian principles 
have always sought to pri-
oritise those in need.

In the foreword to the 
document, Mishra wrote: 
“The geopolitical environ-
ment has meant that the 
situation for many people 
in the country has been 
largely forgotten by the rest 
of the world.” 

The sanctions imposed 
on the North were not in-
tended to affect civilians 
or restrict humanitarian 
activities, he added, but 
in practice aid was “often 
significantly delayed and 
disrupted, notably due to 
the perception of risk of 
violating the sanctions by 
banks, suppliers and of-
ficials”.

Paris, April 12 (IANS): 
French President Em-
manuel Macron said on 
Thursday that he had evi-
dence that chemical weap-
ons were used in rebel-
held enclave of Douma in 
Syria and that the regime 
of Bashar al-Assad was 
behind the attack.

“We have evidence 
chemical weapons were 
used and that it was the re-
gime who used them,” said 
Macron as he reiterated 
his position that attacking 
Damascus was necessary, 
Efe news reported.

Last week, an attack 
on Douma left at least 70 
people dead, of which 40 
showed signs of exposure 
to chemical toxins.

US President Donald 
Trump warned Syria and 
Russia on Wednesday that 
he was readying missile 
strikes on Syria in retalia-

London, April 12 (PTI): The 
world’s chemical weapons 
watchdog today confirmed 
UK’s findings that the source 
of the military-grade deadly 
nerve agent used in an attack 
on a former Russian spy and his 
daughter in Salisbury originally 
came from Russia.

The Organisation for the 
Prohibition of Chemical Weap-
ons (OPCW) said the chemical 
used against Sergei and Yulia 
Skripal was “of high purity”, 
without mentioning the exact 
name of the substance which 
will be reserved for the com-
plete classified report it has 
prepared.

In a declassified summary of 
its findings, however, the OPCW 
did not make any assessment 
on who carried out the March 
4 attack on 66-year-old former 
double agent Sergei and his 
daughter Yulia in the English city 
of Salisbury that also injured a 
police officer.

He said the watchdog’s find-
ings were based on testing in 
four independent, highly repu-

table laboratories around the 
world, all of which returned the 
same “conclusive” results.

The minister said the UK 
had asked the OPCW to publish 
the executive summary of its 
findings in the “interest of trans-
parency” and called a session 
of the OPCW Executive Council 
next Wednesday to discuss next 
steps. “The UK’s finding of a 
Soviet era Novichok stock of 
nerve agent used in the attack 
against the Skripals had been 
presented before the House of 
Commons by British Prime Min-
ister Theresa May last month, 
when she declared that Russia 
was “culpable”.

The UK government has 
since made several statements 
pointing the finger of blame of 
the Kremlin and expelled Rus-
sian diplomats in retaliation of 
the poisoning of the Skripals. 

The incident has led to a 
diplomatic crisis between Mos-
cow and the West as Moscow 
denies any involvement and 
accuses Britain of inventing a 
“fake story”.

tion for the attack.
He had also blamed 

R u s s i a n  P r e s i d e n t 
Vladimir Putin as well as 
Iran for “backing Animal 
Assad” and warned they 
would have a “big price 
to pay”.

Meanwhile, the World 

Health Organization has 
demanded “unhindered 
access” to Douma as it said 
an estimated 500 people 
went to health facilities 
with “signs and symptoms 
consistent with exposure to 
toxic chemicals” after the 
Saturday attack.

London, April 12 (IANS): China has re-
mained the worlds top executioner amid 
a decline in global executions, Amnesty 
International’s annual report on capital 
punishment said on Thursday.

Amnesty International recorded at 
least 993 executions in 23 countries in 
2017, down by 4 per cent from 2016 (1,032 
executions) and 39 per cent from 2015 
when the London-based organisation 
reported 1,634 executions, the highest 
number since 1989.

Besides China, 84 per cent of all re-
ported executions took place in just four 
countries -- Iran, Saudi Arabia, Iraq and 
Pakistan. Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) resumed ex-
ecutions in 2017, the report said. 

Executions noticeably fell in Belarus 
(by 50 per cent) and Egypt (20 per cent). 
However, it increased in Palestine from 
three in 2016 to six in 2017; in Singapore 
from four to eight; and in Somalia from 
14 to 24. In 2017, Guinea and Mongolia 
abolished the death penalty in law for all 
crimes. 

While Kenya abolished the mandatory 
death penalty for murder, Burkina Faso 
and Chad also took steps to repeal this 
punishment with new or proposed laws.

“The progress in sub-Saharan Africa 
reinforced its position as a beacon of hope 
for abolition... It is high time that the rest of 
the world follows their lead and consigns 
this abhorrent punishment to the history 
books,” said Amnesty’s Secretary General 
Salil Shetty. The report also showed Am-
nesty International recorded commuta-
tions or pardons of death sentences in 
21 countries including India, Sri Lanka, 
Bangladesh and the US.

The organisation recorded at least 
2,591 death sentences in 53 countries 
in 2017, a significant decrease from the 
record-high of 3,117 recorded in 2016. At 
least 21,919 people were known to be on 
death row at the end of 2017.

Kabul, April 12 (PTI/AP): The Taliban 
have claimed responsibility for a blistering 
attack on a government compound in Af-
ghanistan’s central province of Ghazni that 
killed at least 15 members of the security 
forces. The insurgent group’s spokesman, 
Zabihullah Mujahid, told The Associated 
Press over the telephone that after the at-
tack in the Khuja Omari district, not far 
from the provincial capital also called 
Ghazni, all security posts in the district 
were under Taliban control.

Mujahid gave a higher casualty fig-
ure among the Afghan forces, which the 
Taliban often do, and a significantly lower 

death toll among the insurgent attackers.
He also confirmed the government’s 

statement that the assault killed three top 
local officials the district’s governor, intel-
ligence chief and deputy police chief.

Lawmaker Mohammad Arif Rahmani 
said the attack early today morning in 
Khuja Omari district killed the district 
governor, intelligence service director and 
a deputy police official. Fifteen security 
forces were killed. Moseni said the Taliban 
fighters stormed the secure compound 
in Khuja Omari district and the security 
forces who were there were joined later by 
government reinforcements.

Hyd e ra b a d , Ap r i l  1 2 
(IANS): Realising the need 
to skill students in disrup-
tive technologies like Big 
Data analytics, Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) and cyber 
security, global networking 
giant Cisco on Thursday 
announced a “Blueprint 
for Digital Education” here.

The blueprint will al-
low colleges and univer-
sities to enable students 
learn anywhere with “Cisco 
Connected Classroom” 
solutions which use the 
Cisco “Digital Network Ar-
chitecture” (Cisco DNA) 
and collaboration solu-
tions such as “WebEx” 
online meetings and Cisco 
“Spark” all-in-one communi-
cations solution. “Cisco Con-
nected Campus” provides 
extensive network analytics 
to help administrators make 
data-driven decisions while 
managing facilities, lighting, 
parking and transportation.

“By offering educators 

and students more 
ways to connect, en-
gage, manage and succeed, 
the Cisco ‘Blueprint for Digital 
Education’ aims to help col-
leges and universities create 
a completely integrated digi-
tal environment that meets 
the high expectations of to-
day’s students,” Sudhir Nayar, 

Man-
aging Direc- tor, 
Commercial Sales, Cisco In-
dia and SAARC, told reporters 
here.

The digital learning solu-
tions’ market in India is now 
pegged at $2 billion, said Nayar 

w h i l e  a d -
dressing the 
g a t h e r i n g 
during the 
Cisco “Digi-
tal Education 
Summit” at 
the Indian 
S c h o o l  o f 
B u s i n e s s 
(ISB) here.

With ap-
proximately 
30 per cent 
o f  I n d i a’s 
c u r r e n t 
population 
in the 0-15 
age group, 
the educa-

tion sector in India 
is poised to witness 

significant growth.
However, the education 

system faces challenges such 
as capacity, scale and quality, 
Cisco said in a statement. 

The blueprint is based 
on Cisco’s highly secure core 
network and unified voice, 

video and wireless commu-
nications, protected by state-
of-the-art security solutions 
and lay the framework 
for connected campuses, 
empowered educators, in-
formed administrators and 
students.

In India, several leading 
institutions such as Manipal 
University, Birla Institute of 
Technology & Science (BITS), 
Jamia Hamdard and Narsee 
Monjee Institute of Manage-
ment Studies are using Cisco 
digital education solutions.

Digital learning class-
rooms can support new on-
line learning experiences, 
worldwide collaboration and 
rich online media consump-
tion with virtual classrooms. 

Cisco “Connected Re-
search” solutions are help-
ing researchers, faculty and 
students conduct high-per-
formance computing (HPC) 
in a secure environment and 
quickly scale computing re-
sources to fuel innovation.

Fossil study identifies 200 
million-year-old insect colour
Washington, April 12 (IANS): An 
international team led by Chinese 
scientists has revealed the wing 
colour of a 200 million-year-old 
insect via fossil scales.

The study, published on 
Wednesday in the journal Science 
Advances, found that tiny pho-
tonic structures of lepidopterans 
could produce metallic bronze to 
golden colour appearances in the 
insect wings, reports Xinhua.

Structural colours in a myriad 
of animals and plants result from 
the wavelength-selective scat-
tering of incident light which are 
typically more vibrant and visually 
arresting than those produced via 
pigmentation and are often mul-
tifunctional, playing important 
roles in intraspecific sexual signal-
ling, aposematism and crypsis.

Researchers scaled architec-
tures from Jurassic Lepidoptera 
from the Britain, Germany, Ka-
zakhstan and China, and Tara-
choptera from mid-Cretaceous 
Burmese amber.

Using the ultrastructural pa-
rameters identified in Jurassic 
specimens, they demonstrated 
the use of optical modelling to 
describe the theoretical optical 
properties of the type-1 bilayer 
scale arrangement, thus providing 
the earliest evidence of structural 
colours in the insect fossil record.

The Jurassic lepidopterans ex-
hibit a type-1 bilayer scale vestiture: 
an upper layer of large fused cover 
scales and a lower layer of small 
fused ground scales. 

Also, the fossil scale ultrastruc-
tures possess periodicities mea-
suring from 140 to 2,000 nanome-
tres and are therefore capable of 
scattering visible light, according 
to researchers.

Wang Bo, a researcher from 
Nanjing Institute of Geology and 
Paleontology of the Chinese Acad-
emy of Sciences told Xinhua that 
this was the earliest known struc-
tural colour of insects, pushing the 
record backward at least for 130 
million years.

did. They also hold some 
responsibility in the fact 
that they have the six UN 
resolutions that they ve-
toed to help protect Assad. 
Both of those things lie at 
Russia’s feet in terms of re-
sponsibility in this process, 
Sarah Sanders said.

In a statement, Sena-
tor Bernie Sanders said 
Trump has no legal author-
ity for broadening the war 
in Syria.

Senator Edward Mar-
key, a member of the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, criticised Trump’s 
warnings that he intends to 
conduct military strikes in 
retaliation against Assad’s 
use of chemical weapons.

“Numerous, large-
scale attacks on another 
country without Congres-
sional authorisation are 
unconstitutional, and they 
push the US closer to what 
could be an interminable, 
all-out conflict in Syria. 
And announcing military 
actions over Twitter is the 
height of irresponsibility 
and contradicts the Presi-
dent’s own previous com-
mitment never to disclose 
America’s plans publicly,” 
Markey said.

Sarah Sanders said the 
Trump administration will 
follow whatever laws and 
regulations were neces-
sary for any actions that it 
takes. “Because we haven’t 

laid out any specific ac-
tions that we plan to take, 
I can’t tell you exactly what 
needs we would have to 
go to Congress with,” she 
said.

Congressman Brad 
Schneider said the reports 
from Syria of another ma-
jor chemical weapons 
attack against civilians, 
represent yet one more 
war crime committed by 
Bashar al-Assad and his 
regime.

“Assad must be held 
to account and the world 
must clearly demonstrate 
that chemical weapons 
are unacceptable anytime, 
anywhere, and in any con-
text,” he said.

The OPCW report comes as 
Yulia turned down help from the 
Russian embassy in a statement 
issued through Scotland Yard 
on Wednesday to say that she 
was “safe” and trying to come to 
terms with her new life.

The 33-year-old Russian citi-
zen has been taken to a secure 
location after being discharged 
from Salisbury District Hospital 
earlier this week. 

In her statement, she said 
that she has been made aware of 
the Russian embassy’s attempts 
to contact her but she did not 
wish to avail of their services for 
the moment.

Making a specific reference 
to her Russia-based cousin, 
Viktoria, she said that “her opin-
ions and assertions are not mine 
and they are not my father’s”.

The Russian embassy in 
London immediately raised 
doubts over the authenticity of 
the statement, claiming it “only 
strengthens suspicions that we 
are dealing with a forcible isola-
tion of the Russian citizen”.

Sergei Skripal remains in 
hospital as he recovers from 
the effects of the toxic nerve 
agent. His daughter thanked the 
Salisbury hospital staff, adding: 
“I have left my father in their 
care, and he is still seriously ill. 
I too am still suffering with the 
effects of the nerve agent used 
against us.” 

The UK’s intelligence offi-
cials are believed to be in talks 
with the CIA over the possible 
repatriation of the Skripals 
to the US or another friendly 
country for their safety.
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Echoes Hill performing live at Cafe Hendrix in Guwahati.

Nise Meruno conducted ‘Lyric Opera Ensemble’ at the India Habitat Centre in New Delhi on April 10. The performers comprised of Artistes 
from Russia, UK, France and India. Seen in the photo are Soprano Situ Singh Buehler, dancer Natalia Kosyuk and Flautist Mikhail Ushinin 
both from Russia.

Men need to understand the importance 
of empowering women — Priyanka

‘Lyric Opera Ensemble’ with Nise

P
riyanka Chopra says 
women have the “super-
power” to balance career 
with family and it is high 
time men understood 

that their aspirations are equally 
important.

The 35-year-old actor, who 
entered the film industry soon after 
winning the Miss World title at the 
age of 18, credits her parents, espe-
cially her father, for understanding 
her dreams and helping her achieve 
them.

“I came from a family where 
everyone questioned my decision 
to become an actor. There was a 
big debate in my house. But my 
parents, especially my father said, 
‘I am standing by her in whatever 
she wants to do. I will make sure 
nothing wrong happens to her.’ He 
kept his promise. He was with me 
always till I was 23. He used to be 
my manager. I had the support of 
my father,” Priyanka told PTI in an 
interview.

“The men in the world need 
to understand that as soon as you 
empower a woman, as soon as you 
give her the opportunity to be her 
best, she can handle both family 
and career. I feel boys can’t tackle 
both. Look at the medals at Com-
monwealth Games, most of them 
have been won by women because 
they had this opportunity,” she says.

The actor believes society needs 
to be more open towards the idea 
of women being ambitious. She 
says people have still not warmed 
up to the idea of a career-oriented 
woman.

“Girls being ambitious is still 
like... ‘haw kitni ambitious hai!’ (she 
is so ambitious!). Women have the 
superpower where they can man-
age their family and their ambition 
together. Just because a woman is 
working, it does not mean she won’t 
be able to take care of her family. 
My mother was a working woman. 
She is double MD. She raised two 
children, who seem to be alright. We 
need to separate the two things,” 
she says.

Priyanka, who has always been 
upfront about her ideas on issues 
pertaining to gender equality and 
women’s health, says being an 
entertainer gives her a platform to 
spread awareness about various 

social causes.
“I take my social responsibil-

ity very seriously. I know I am an 
influencer. I know because of being 
an entertainer, I have the ears of 
people. They will listen to me. I like 
to use the platform to be able to 
make a change. I know what my life 
would have ended up being had my 
parents not taught me to be the way 
I am. So, I like to take that opportu-
nity, especially when I believe in a 
cause.” 

The actor, however, does not 
think working for social welfare is 
solely a celebrity’s job. She believes 
promoting a cause is a personal 
decision and celebrities should not 
be expected to behave like super-
heroes.

“So many people ask me ‘you 
are celebrity, what do you do for the 
world?’ People never ask them-
selves what they have done. As an 
entertainer, it is my job to enter-
tain people and I am doing it. And 
I don’t understand why celebrities 
are expected to do everything 
and solve world problems. I am 
doing this because I want to.

“I am a strong believer 
that each one of us needs 
to be socially respon-
sible. But it is an 
individual’s deci-
sion. For me, it is 
important that 
I will fly down 
in the 
middle of 
my shoot 
just for 12 
hours. But 
everybody 
can’t be 
expected 
to have the 
same stand-
ard. And I do 
think, we tend 
to sometimes 
think that actors 
should be per-
fect, but we are 
not... We are 
humans,” says 
Priyanka.

Priyanka, 
a UNICEF 
Goodwill 
Ambas-
sador, flew 

down to Delhi from Dublin, Ireland 
to formally introduce the 2018 
Partners’ Forum, a platform which 
works towards improving the health 
and well-being of women, children 
and adolescents.

The actor says despite being a 
public figure, she does not censor 
her opinions to fit the popular nar-
rative which sometimes lands her in 
trouble. 

“... I am logical, but not careful. 
That is why I get into trouble. But I 
speak from my heart and I know I 
don’t have any malice. I know there 
are people out there who are wait-
ing with a magnifying glass to see if 
I speak something wrong. I always 

hope that I don’t say 
something wrong 

and if I say I am 
not shy to apol-
ogise. But if I 
am not wrong, 
I will defend 
myself,” she 

says.
PTI

EASTERN MIRROR:  Tell us about the begin-
ning of Sharktail Audio House?

Jabez Zeliang & Henok Phom: Sharktail 
Audio House first began when I, Jabez Zeliang 
, and my friend Henok Phom , the co-owners 
came up with a plan to create a jamming space 
for our band and for local artists/musicians as 
well.
 The initial idea arose specially  keeping in mind 
the problems musicians face regarding space to 
rehearse but most importantly a place where P.A 
sounds, guitar amp sounds, last but not least the 
raging sound of acoustic drums during practices 
can reduced or minimised without causing prob-
lems for the dear neighbours( our tolerant and 
supportive parents included).

EASTERN MIRROR:  What journey did you take 
to make Sharktail Audio house? And what is 
the story so far?

Jabez Zeliang & Henok Phom: Well the 
journey was quite challenging at times since 
we had to start things from scratch. First of all 
finding a place to set up a jam room that too 
in a location which is accessible for musicians 
wasn’t easy at all. We were on a hunting spree for 
the longest time making sure we find the most 
suitable place available to set up the jam pad, 
which we both agree took a really long time in 
the process. Another thing, convincing the shop 
owners and explaining the whole concept of the 
jampad and the purpose of it was quite a chal-
lenge too, as for most of them an establishment 
in the field of music especially in our town was 
not common. 
As luck would favour us, the search for a place 
was finally over one late evening and here’s the 
fun part. We decided to keep this entire opera-
tion discreet as a way to surprise our band mates, 
(still regret that ) which had us do all the labour 
by ourselves, lifting those heavy gears and  equip-
ments ,shifting them from one place to another 
and setting the whole place up.
 One tiny plan led to another, and with each step 
we progressed further and further. Though pains-

taking, and also discouraging for the majority 
of the events leading to where we stand today, 
we faced a lot negative critics who thought the 
idea of a jam pad was a sinking ship from the 
beginning. 
It’s been 5 months since we launched our pad 
and we have been blessed with nothing but 
progress and have also been sponsored finan-
cially by our well wishers and our families. We 
believe that our dream finally came true by the 
end of November 2017. 
We are also happy to announce that we have 
recently launched Music Courses, which was 
inaugurated on March 27 2018. The courses in-
clude guitar, piano and keyboard, drums, singing 
classes etc.

EASTERN MIRROR:  What is the best thing you 
get to do on the job?

Jabez Zeliang & Henok Phom: We believe, 
“It’s hardly a job when you do what you love”.

EASTERN MIRROR:  You are involved in a band 
recognised as Echoes Hill? Can you give us 
brief introduction about your band and your 
journey till date?

Jabez Zeliang & Henok Phom: Echoes 
hill are Asü Shijoh and Surholü Rio (vocals), 
Jabez Zeliang (guitars), Henok Phom (bass).
We are a country music tribute band based 
in Dimapur.  Our sole reason behind covering 
country pop songs, ballads etc is to keep alive 
the declining love for western country songs in 
Nagaland from famous artists like John Denver, 
Don Williams, Tanya Tucker, and Faith Hill to 
name a few. 
We were formed on the eve of Feb. 2018. Our first 
live concert debut was on the 10th of Feb 2018. 
We played a country music tribute night at the 
famous Cafe Hendrix in Guwahati.  The response 
was was way more than we expected.  We at 
Echoes hill were so proud and at the same time 
happy to know that the good old country music 
still lives in the people’s hearts. We def were a 

bunch of happy folks that night, and hope to see 
many more night like that.

EASTERN MIRROR:  Coming back to the music 
scenario of the state, what do you find discour-
aging in the music industry? What do you think 
is the most important thing Naga artists should 
do to promote themselves?

Jabez Zeliang & Henok Phom: We at 
Sharktail believe that the first and foremost thing 
which is lacking till date regarding music and 
music bizz in Nagaland is the scarcity of knowl-
edge in the field of music. We Nagas are appre-
ciated throughout the country for our inborn 
talent in music whereas our own people despite 
knowing the talent we posses still find it hard to 
support them wholeheartedly.

EASTERN MIRROR:  What do you think is the 
most important thing Naga artists should do to 
promote themselves?

Jabez Zeliang & Henok Phom: Digital 
media exposure is definitely the main backbone 
in order to promote and provide a platform for 
all musicians. For eg: If we have a dedicated 
local channel where only local artist can show-
case their own videos or songs, and gather a fan 
following within the state or even the country.  
Secondly we (hard working musicians) also 
deserve multiple venues and events to help artists 
promote their talent and also acquire a way to 
make music a living.

EASTERN MIRROR:  Any other upcoming 
projects/releases you’re excited about?

Jabez Zeliang & Henok Phom: We 
(Echoes Hill) are currently working on a folk fu-
sion project, where all materials will be original 
compositions, written, recorded and produced by 
Sharktail studio.

Apart from that we are at a running pace 
with our music courses as we are blessed by more 
and more students joining in at the Sharktail 
Audio House and more opportunities arriving 
each day.

Elton John finds Miley Cyrus sexy
Legendary singer Elton John finds singer-actress Miley Cyrus as the sexiest lady 
in the “whole wide world”. John discussed his love for the likes of Sam Smith, 
Ed Sheeran, Lady Gaga but it was Cyrus that he seemed to be smitten with as 
he called her “the sexiest lady in the whole wide world”, reports dailymail.co.uk. 
“She’s 25 years of age, and boy is she sexy, and boy is she talented, and boy do I 
love her,” he added.Lady Gaga is another musician that John admires. He said: 
“She’s one of the loyalist, most wonderful people and most talented people I’ve 
ever met. “She’s also out there and I love people who are out there. She doesn’t 
give a flying f**k... she’s very much her own person and I love that.” (IANS)

2 pm, 8 pm: October (Hindi)

11 am, 5 pm: Baaghi 2 (Hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as 
they share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

Sharktail Audio House 
is a creative retreat for recording artists 
of all streaks. The for-musicians facility 
was founded by duo Jabez Zeliang and 
Henok Phom. Musicians at heart, they 
are also involved in a Dimapur-based 
band called the “Echoes Hill,” which 
was formed as a bow to country 
music. 

Sharktail Audio House is a new 
place on the block for artists and bands 

to jam, or to rehearse, at any hour of the 
day. It is located at 4th mile in Dimapur. 
The facility has all equipments and 
gears ready.

The duo came up with the studio 
to create a productive musical space 
for musicians. Zeliang and Phom talk 
about the path they took with Sharktail.
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Wrestlers, discuss throwers, shooter swell India’s CWG medal tally

DDFRA matches results

Dimapur, Zunheboto win
NCA Under-23 inter-district cricket tournament

KTC football referee clinic concludes

Inter-school badminton C’ship underway in Mkg Ronaldo’s late penalty puts 
Real Madrid into semi-finals 

AP/PTI

India’s Babita Kumari wins silver medal in the Women’s Freestyle 53 kg Nordic final 
match played against Canada’s Diana Weicker at the Commonwealth Games 2018 in 
Gold Coast, on Thursday.

AP/PTI

India’s Sushil Kumar wrestles with South African wrestler Johannes Botha in the 
men’s freestyle 74kg wrestling final bout at the Commonwealth Games 2018 in Gold 
Coast, on Thursday. 

EM Images

MDBA officials with the chief guest and other dignitaries at the inaugural programme.

EM Images

Referee instructor M Joy Chandra and organisers along with the participants at the Kohima local ground 
on April 12. 

Real Madrid’s Cristiano Ronaldo is blocked by Juventus’ Medhi 
Benatia during a Champions League quarter final second leg soccer 
match at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid on April 11.

Gold Coast , Apr i l  12 
(IANS): Indian wrestlers 
won four medals, includ-
ing a gold each from Sushil 
Kumar and Rahul Aware, 
while Seema and Navjeet 
Dhillon clinched the sil-
ver and bronze medal re-
spectively in the women’s 
discuss throw and Tejas-
wini Sawant continued the 
good performance from 
shooters with a silver as 
the country took its medals 
tally to 31.

Women wrestlers also 
came to the party with Ba-
bita Kumari taking silver 
in the 53kg category while 
Kiran bagged a bronze in 
the 76kg division, even 
as the women’s hockey 
team lost in the semi-fi-
nals, while the shuttlers 
and paddlers continued to 
shine bright.

At the end of Thurs-
day, India remains in the 
third spot with 31 medals 
(14 gold, 7 silver and 10 
bronze) behin Australia 
(156 medals) and England 
(31 medals). Canada is 
fourth, accumulating 60 
medals (12 gold, 29 silver, 
19 bronze).

The first medal of the 
day was earned by Tejaswi-
ni, who notched up a score 
of 618.9 to take silver in the 
women’s 50m Rifle Prone 
event. Anjum Moudgil, the 
other Indian in the fray, 
produced a disappointing 
performance. She scored 
602.2 to finish 16th in the 
field of 20 competitors.

Then the wrestlers took 
charge, with Sushil defend-
ing his crown in the men’s 
74 kilogram category which 
he had won at the 2014 
edition in Glasgow. Sushil 
needed just 80 seconds to 
overpower Johannes Botha 
of South Africa by techni-
cal superiority -- awarded 

XXI COMMONWEALTH GAMES

CWG 2018 Medals Tally on Day-8

after he raced to a 10-0 lead 
in the final. It was Sushil’s 
third consecutive gold in 
the CWG.

Maharashtra wrestler 
Aware, who was appearing 
in his first CWG, won the 
gold in the men’s 57 kilo-
gram category in style. The 
Maharashtra wrestler out-
classed Steven Takahashi 

of Canada 15-7 in the final.
Babita lost 2-5 to Can-

ada’s Diana Weicker in her 
last round robin match 
which put paid to her 
chances of winning a gold, 
while Kiran had built up a 
10-0 lead in the first period 
itself which prompted the 
officials to award her the 
bout.

The good work was 
continued in the athletics 
events. Seema and Navjeet 
finished second and third 
spots in the discus throw. 
In her first attempt, Seema 
successfully got past the 60 
metre-mark with her best 
throw of 60.41m to bag sil-
ver. This is her fourth suc-
cessive podium finish in 

this event at the Games, fol-
lowing silver in both 2006 
and 2014, and a bronze at 
home in Delhi in 2010. 

Navjeet managed to 
throw her best 57.43m in 
her sixth attempt to sit at 
the third place.

Arpinder Singh and AV 
Rakesh Babu entered the fi-
nal of the men’s triple jump, 

while Purnima Hembram 
was sixth at the halfway 
stage of the heptathlon to 
make it a successful day 
for India.

In the men’s Triple 
Jump, Arpinder did well 
during the qualification 
stage, taking the top spot 
in Group B with a best 
attempt of 16.39 metres. 

Babu on the other hand, 
finished fifth Group A with 
15.98m to advance as one 
of the 12 best performers.

Purnima finished with 
3,441 points after the first 
day of her heptathlon 
event. She was seventh in 
the shot put and was third 
in the 200m heat.

However, there were 
disappointments in hock-
ey, with the women’s team 
losing 0-1 to Australia in the 
semi-final. Grace Stewart’s 
37th-minute field goal gave 
the hosts the win to set-
up a title clash with New 
Zealand, who overcame 
England 2-1 via a penalty 
shootout in the other semi-
final.

India will play England 
in the bronze-medal play-
off on Saturday at the Gold 
Coast Hockey Centre.

In badminton, star sin-
gles shuttlers P.V. Sindhu, 
Saina Nehwal, Kidambi 
Srikanth and H.S. Prannoy 
entered the quarter-finals, 
while Satwik Rankireddy, 
Ashwini Ponnappa and 
N.Sikki Reddy also en-
joyed a successful day as 
they reached the last-eight 
stages in both the doubles 
categories.

In squash action, the 

mixed doubles pair of Dipi-
ka Pallikal and Saurav Gho-
sal and the men’s doubles 
combination of Vikram 
Malhotra and Ramit Tan-
don entered the semi-finals 
and quarter-finals respec-
tively. However, the other 
mixed double pair of Josh-
na Chinappa and Harinder 
Pal Sandhu had to suffer 
defeats in the quarters.

In table tennis, In-
dia’s singles and doubles 
players outscored their 
respective opponents to 
advance while the para 
paddlers and Madhurika 
Patkar were the only disap-
pointments on the day at 
the 21st Commonwealth 
Games here on Thursday.

P a r a  p a d d l e r s 
Va i s h n a v i  Su t a r  a n d 
Maitreyee Sarkar failed to 
qualify to the semi-finals 
of women’s TT6-10 singles 
as the former managed to 
win just one of her three 
group stage matches, while 
Vaishnavi failed to notch a 
single win to finish at the 
bottom of her group.

A c h a n t a  S h a r a t h 
Kamal, Harmeet Desai, G. 
Sathiyan, Manika Batra and 
Mouma Das all enjoyed 
in the singles and doubles 
actions.

Madrid, April 12 (IANS): 
Real Madrid forward Cris-
tiano Ronaldo converted 
a controversially-awarded 
penalty in injury time here 
to quell Juventus’ stunning 
comeback as the defend-
ing champions lost 1-3 in 
the second leg but won 
the Champions League 
quarter-final tie 4-3 on ag-
gregate.

The joy of the Real Ma-
drid faithful at the Santiago 
Bernabeu was mixed with 
relief after seeing the hosts 
blow a 3-0 advantage from 
the first leg on Wednesday, 
reports Efe.

Juventus’ defender Me-
dhi Benatia appeared to 
have touched ball as Lu-
cas Vazquez was brought 
down inside the box and 
the referee pointed to the 
spot. An enraged Juventus 
legendary goalkeeper Gi-
anluigi Buffon protested 
the decision of the referee, 
earning a red card. 

The crowd at the Bern-
abeu stadium, perhaps 
remembering the ovation 
Juventus fans gave Ronaldo 

after his spectacular bicycle 
kick goal in the first leg, 
cheered the Italian veteran 
as he walked off the pitch.

With substitute keeper 
Wojciech Szczesny on the 
goal line, Ronaldo sent a 
blast into the top corner to 
win the tie for Real Madrid 
with his 15th goal of the 
current Champions League 
campaign.

At the beginning of 
the second leg, virtually 
nobody thought Juventus 
had a chance of overcom-
ing that deficit against a 
Real Madrid side in pursuit 
of their third consecutive 
Champions League crown.

But Juventus, inspired 
by AS Roma’s giant-killing 
performance on Tuesday to 
eliminate Barcelona from 
the competition, were de-
termined not to go quietly.

Unsettled on the back-
line due to the absence of 
the suspended Sergio Ra-
mos, the Blancos conceded 
a goal in the second minute 
when Croatian forward 
Mario Mandzukic fired 
home on a cross from Sami 

Dimapur, April 12 (EMN): 
SAI, Balipathar FC, and 
Yaongyimsen FC have reg-
istered win at the ongoing 
Dimapur District Foot-
ball Referee Association 
(DDFRA) 1st open foot-
ball tournament played at 

DDSC stadium on April 12.
In the first match, SAI 

defeated Hills Unifer by 
2-1, while in the second 
march Balipathar FC de-
feated 110 FC by 3-0, and 
Yaongyimsen FC defeated 
Rainbow by 5-0.

Dimapur, April 12 (EMN): 
Dimapur and Zunheboto 
have registered win at the 
ongoing Under-23 inter-
district cricket tournament 
organised by the Nagaland 
Cricket Association (NCA), 
which was played at the 
NCA Stadium, Sovima, on 
April 12.

Dimapur defeated Mon 
by 158 runs, while Zunhe-
boto defeated Peren by 10 
runs.

Winning the toss and 
electing to bat, Dimapur 
secured 210 runs for 5 wick-
ets in 25 overs. Sedezalie 
contributed 54 runs, while 
Puchu made 44 runs, Tah-
meed made 28 runs and 
Nagaho made 22 runs for 
Dimapur.

For Mon, Ating took two 
wickets, while Phakayu also 

took two wickets.
Mon secured 52 run 

and was declared all out in 
16.5 overs.

For Dimapur, Akavi 
took four wickets, while 
Chiranjeevi took two wick-
ets and Nagaho, Imlikaba 
and Tahmeed also claimed 
one wicket each.

In the second match, 
Zunehoboto defeated Per-
en by 10 runs.

Winning the toss and 
electing to bat, Zunheboto 
secured 59 run from eight 
overs. Harsh made 21 runs, 
while Bokuto made 12 runs.

For Peren, Anuj, Raja 
and Haichanu claimed one 
wicket each.

In a disappointing per-
formance, Peren secured 
only 49 runs in 8 overs. 
Mayank made 19 runs.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 12 (EMN): The six-day foot-
ball referee clinic organised by Kohima 
Town Club (KTC) concluded on April 12 
evening at Khuociezie, Kohima local 
ground. Altogether 24 referees including 
19 males and 5 females have actively took 
part in the clinic. Instructor of All India 
Football Federation Referee, Joy Chandra, 
was the main instructor. He was assisted by 
Tarun Kumar.

KTC president, Dr. Viketuolie Pienyü, 
speaking at the valedictory function, 
assured that the club would keep on up-
grading to perfect the skills of the referees. 
While mentioning that the clinic was also 
conducted keeping in view of the upcom-
ing Kohima Football League (KFL), he 
assured that the club would be utilising 
them to conduct football matches in the 
upcoming KFL.

He also acknowledged all the partici-
pants, who have shown great enthusiasm 
during the training session.

AIFF referee instructor, M Joy Chandra, 
in the valedictory programme, acknowl-
edged the KTC for giving him opportunity 
to share his knowledge with the young ref-
erees. Encouraging the referees to stay fit 
physically and mentally strong, he said fit-
ness is the most important part to become 
a referee. He also called on the referees to 
utilise the materials like videos, books etc 
and make used of it.

While citing example of Kivi Zhimomi, 
who recently signed for North East United, 
he further encouraged the young upcom-
ing referees to practice and work hard so 
that they can become national referees. He 
also encouraged the older referees to take 
part in officiating state football tourna-
ments and leagues.

Our correspondent
Mokokchung, April 12 
(EMN): The Mokokc-
hung inter-school bad-
minton championship 
got underway at indoor 
badminton stadium, or-
ganised by Mokokchung 
District Badminton Associ-
ation (MDBA) with Lt. Col. 
Shailendra Dhar, technical 
head (EME) of HQ7 sector 
AR as the chief guest.

Encouraging the young 
athletes numbering more 
than seventy children, Lt. 
Col. Shailendra Dhar said 
that he understood the 
pain and sacrifices one had 
to endure since he was also 
from a sports background 
since childhood. He also 
appreciated the organis-
ers for giving platform for 
youngsters to promote 

their latent talents in the 
field of badminton.

NEIDA representative, 
Imrongkumla, said she was 
happy and proud to collab-

orate with a distinguished 
association like MDBA and 
said that the company was 
looking forward for more 
collaboration in the near 

future.
Delivering the wel-

come speech, Toshi Im-
song, MDBA president, 
encouraged all the young 

athletes to give their best 
saying that their pain and 
sacrifices would convert 
into sweet victories tomor-
row.

The programme was 
chaired by Imkongmen-
la Longkumer, while the 
MTBA youth director, 
Monglier, said the invoca-
tion and a special song was 
presented by students of 
Mayangnokcha Govern-
ment Higher Secondary 
School.

Altogether, more than 
70 young athletes are par-
ticipating in the event rep-
resenting eleven schools 
from all over the district.

The two day champi-
onship is being organised 
by MDBA in collaboration 
with NEIDA, an initiative of 
Tata Trust.

Khedira.
The visitors would have 

a second three minutes 
later if Gonzalo Higuain 
hadn’t wasted a golden op-
portunity in front of the 
net, much as he did in 
last season’s Champions 
League final between the 
same two clubs.

Real Madrid regrouped 
and began to get chances, 
but 40-year-old keeper 
Gianluigi Buffon stopped 
efforts by Isco Alarcon -- 
twice -- and Gareth Bale.

Just as the Blancos be-
gan to feel more comfort-
able, Mandzukic struck 
again, beating keeper Key-
lor Navas with a header to 
bring Juventus within one 
goal on aggregate.

The closest Real Madrid 
came to scoring in the first 
half was a shot in the final 
seconds by Rafael Varane 
that hit the cross-bar.

Blancos coach Zine-
dane Zidane started the 
second half with a double-
substitution, replacing Bale 
with Lucas Vazquez and 
opting for Marco Asensio 
over Casemiro.

While the changes re-
sulted in more possession 
for the hosts, the Bernabeu 
remained on edge and the 
apprehension was borne 
out at the hour mark, as a 
Navas blunder set up Blaise 
Matuidi to level the aggre-
gate score at 3-3.

The home side contin-
ued to struggle on offense 
and when they did breach 
the Bianconeri wall, Buf-
fon was always there to 
dispel the danger, making 
an outstanding stop against 
Ronaldo.

The match looked des-
tined for extra time until 
the referee’s penalty deci-
sion. The entire Juventus 
squad argued with the ref-
eree, feeling let down by a 
dubious decision.

Ronaldo set another 
new record, becoming the 
first to score in 11 straight 
C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e 
matches.
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