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Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 10 (EMN): 
Thirty-two days after prom-
ising to ‘repair, renovate 
and fill up potholes in all 
the district headquarters’ 
of Nagaland, the People’s 
Democratic Alliance (PDA) 
government has spelled out 
its action plan.

The announcement 
was made by Minister for 
PWD Tongpang Ozukum in 
presence of Chief Engineer 
PWD (R&B), Limadong-
dang Jamir during a press 
conference at his official 
residence on Tuesday. 

The department will 
be running against time 
with just 28 days left to fulfil 
the government’s promise. 
In the PDA’s first cabinet 
meeting on March 8, it had 
promised to deliver said 
road repairs and renovation 
within 60 days. 

Ozukum maintained 
that road sector being one 
of the major concerns of the 
people, the government de-
clared it as one of its priori-
ties and accordingly Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio had 

announced that all the dis-
trict headquarter roads will 
be repaired within 60 days. 

He said the government 
as well as the department is 
giving much importance to 
fulfil its promise and work-
ing hard to ensure com-
pletion within stipulated 
time. Since the works will 
be spread to roads inside 
colonies and wards in all 
district headquarters, Ozu-
kum has appealed citizens 
to cooperate with the de-
partment officials and bear 
with inconveniences. 

The chief engineer, 
Limadongdang Jamir in-
formed that the actual pro-
jection for requirement of 
fund for 217 km of roads in 
the 12 district headquarters 
was INR 102 cr. He was 
grateful that the state gov-
ernment has allotted INR 
50 cr. to carry out the works 
out of which it has already 
sanctioned INR 25 cr. for 
the first phase of works. 

He said that the minis-
ter concerned had a meet-
ing with all executive en-
gineers from 12 districts 

recently during which they 
listed out the “top priority 
road which needs repair-
ing and renovation in each 
district headquarters”. 

Jamir further informed 
that it has worked out on all 
the requirements of materi-
als, road rollers, bitumen, 
stone chips, workers etc. 
In some districts the work-
ers have already started 
filling up the potholes, he 
informed. 

Jamir said the require-
ment of the bitumen has 
been placed before the 
manufacturers and was 
hopeful of receiving the 
same on April 11 in Di-
mapur which will be dis-
patched to the district 
headquarters. Then works 
‘will be carried out in full 
swing’, he said.

On the mobilisation 
of machineries, Jamir in-
formed that with works 
being taken up simultane-
ously in all the 12 districts 
there are some shortage of 
machineries.

Presently, he said 39 
machineries have been 

hired from the Mechanical 
department wherein road 
rollers have been deployed 
in all the district headquar-
ters; and it will be hiring 
other machineries from the 
private parties/firms.

When asked why the 
government has taken so 
long to start works after 
making the announcement 
on March 8, Ozukum said: 
“As a new government and 
inheriting such a big deficit, 
we had to start from the 
scratch...and constraints of 
funds which could not be 
mobilised on time (sic).” 

He also added that there 
were problems in mobilisa-
tion of resources and mate-
rials in some districts which 
have to be transported from 
other districts.

They also stated their 
apprehension on the onset 
of monsoon which could 
hamper the bituminous 
works. They further in-
formed that majority of the 
works will be carried out 
during the night and sought 
the help and cooperation of 
the people in all districts.

Kohima, April 10 (EMN): A Naga 
woman from Phek district was one 
of the three recipients of the CII 
Foundation Women Exemplar Award 
2018. 

The executive director of the 
Chakhesang Women Welfare Society 
(CWWS), Vechulou Kanuo received 
the award from the vice-president of 
India, M Venkaiah Naidu on April 8 
at New Delhi. CWWS is an initiative 
of the Chakhesang Baptist Church 
Council. 

The CII award aims to felicitate 
‘grassroots women leaders’ in the 
fields of health, education and micro 
enterprise. Kanuo is the first person 
from Nagaland as well as the North-
east to receive the award, according 
to a press release received here.

She was given the award in mi-
cro-enterprise segment. Vechulou 
took over as the secretary of CWWS 
in 2000 when it was still a bankrupt 
organisation and led it to a vibrant 
social organisation that has trans-
formed the lives of innumerable 
rural women and communities in 
Phek district, it stated. 

The award recognises her unique 

contribution as a woman to “allevi-
ate the lives of women in all sections 
of society, empowering them eco-
nomically and socially”. For almost 
two decades, Vechulou’s work has 
introduced modern agriculture and 
animal husbandry to 10,586 women, 
farmers and youth, seeding thou-
sands of small entrepreneurs in the 
deep rural interiors of Nagaland, it 
stated. 

The two other recipients were 
Munni Begam in health segment, 
and Asha in education. The award 
was stated to part of the CII Foun-
dation Women Exemplar Program 
(WEP) which focuses on promoting 
women empowerment at the com-
munity level by discovering and 
recognising those who choose to 
look beyond their limitations and 
contribute significantly to positively 
impact the community. 

Since inception in 2005, it has 
‘recognised and supported’ 41 wom-
en.  Selected by a panel from the 
industry and social sector, the recipi-
ents were shortlisted from over 225 
nominations received from NGOs 
across the country. 

Agartala, April 10 (PTI): The 
NITI Forum for North East 
today outlined five develop-
ment missions for promot-
ing sectors like horticulture, 
tourism and food process-
ing in the region, NITI Aayog 
vice chairman Rajiv Kumar 
said here today.

Other missions will cov-
er bamboo-based handi-
crafts and medium scale 
industries with focus on 
'Make in North-East', he 
said.

Kumar said it was Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's 
vision to establish a region-
al NITI Aayog forum for the 
north eastern states. A re-
gional forum for Himalayan 
and Coastal states will also 
be set up soon, he said.

Kumar was addressing 
the first meeting of the new-
ly constituted forum here. 
There has been outflow of 
resources of North East to 
other parts of India, he said, 
adding that the states in the 
region "must bring back not 
only its resources but also 
additional resources. For 
that we will have to create 
employment opportunities 
in the region".

There is a challenge to 
bring the north eastern re-
gion into the mainstream 
and the central government 
is working to connect it with 
the rest of India, he said.

"To make north-east 
more familiar in the rest 
of the country, one empo-
rium would be set up in all 

the districts of the country, 
so that people can know 
about the products of the 
region," Kumar added. He 
also pointed out that in the 
1950s, per capita income 
of North East was highest 
in India.

In his address, Devel-
opment of North Eastern 
Region (DoNER) minister 
Jitendra Singh said that the 
government has already 
initiated talks with a pri-
vate airline for connecting 
Agartala with Dhaka and 
Chittagong.

He also underlined the 
need for completion of the 
15 km long Agartala-Akhau-
ra rail link for improving 
connectivity of north-east 
with Bangladesh. The meet-
ing also discussed the need 
to complete of the bridge on 
the river Feni in Sabroomn 
which connects Chittagong 
and Tripura, he added.

After completion of the 
bridge on the river Feni at 
Sabroom in South Tripura 
district, broad gauge railway 
track would be extended to 
Chittagong port, and Tripu-
ra would act as the gateway 
for the North-East, the min-
ister said.

Among others, the meet-
ing was attended by Tripura 
Chief Minister Biplab Ku-
mar Deb, Meghalaya Chief 
Minister Conrad K Sangma, 
Nagaland Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio and ministers 
from other North Eastern 
states.

Naharbari fire leaves 30  
families homeless 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, April 10 (EMN): A fire in Na-
harbari, in Dimapur, has reportedly left 
around 30 families homeless. Apart 
from houses, the damages include 
one steel warehouse and two furniture 
stores.   

Fire department officials said that 
report was received around 11.30 am 
on Tuesday. Six fire trucks including 
one from Chumukedima fire station 
were pressed into action to douse the 
fire. Property worth INR 70 lakh was 
destroyed in the fire which reportedly 
broke out from the kitchen of one of 
the houses. 

 

Kohima: Tinpatti-Naga 
Hospital road shut down  
Dimapur, April 10 (EMN): The Kohima 
district administration has closed traf-
fic at the bypass road connecting 
Tinpatti and Naga Hospital until further 
order. A DIPR report on Tuesday stated 
that the administration has declared 
said road unsafe following a ‘spot 
verification’.

“In this connection, all the com-
muters have been requested to take 
note of the same and use other al-
ternate roads and be mindful of the 
resultant traffic jam in other roads 
because of the same and plan their 
movement accordingly. The order has 
been issued in the interest of public 
safety and to avoid any mishap and 
all concerned have been informed to 
comply with it accordingly,” the report 
read. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 10 (EMN): 
Following the letter sub-
mitted by Deputy Chief 
Minister, Y Patton to Union 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh seeking replacement 
of the incumbent Director 
General of Police Rupin 
Sharma, the latter has said 
it was up to the government 
to decide the best for the 
state and the people.

Sharma, a 1992 IPS 
cadre, told Eastern Mirror 
he has no intention of ques-
tioning the government’s 
decision. It was up to the 
people to judge whether he 
was qualified for Nagaland 
police’s top job, he added. 
Sharma agreed that his 26 
years as an IPS officer falls 

London, April 10 (PTI): Scien-
tists have discovered a fossilised 
finger bone of an early modern 
human in Saudi Arabia, dat-
ing back to about 90,000 years, 
that may rewrite the history of 
our ancestors' migration out 
of Africa.

Published in the journal 
Nature Ecology and Evolution, 
the discovery from the Nefud 
Desert of Saudi Arabia is the 
oldest directly dated Homo 
sapiens fossil outside of Africa 
and the Levant. It indicates that 
early dispersals into Eurasia 

were more expansive than pre-
viously thought.

"This discovery for the first 
time conclusively shows that 
early members of our species 
colonised an expansive region 
of southwest Asia and were not 
just restricted to the Levant," 
said Huw Groucutt from the 
University of Oxford in the UK.

"The ability of these early 
people to widely colonise this 
region casts doubt on long held 
views that early dispersals out 
of Africa were localised and un-
successful," said Groucutt.

Previously it was thought 
that early dispersals into Eura-
sia were unsuccessful and re-
mained restricted to the Medi-
terranean forests of the Levant, 
on the doorstep of Africa. The 
finding from the Al Wusta site 
shows that there were both mul-
tiple dispersals out of Africa, 
and these spread further than 
previously known.

"The Arabian Peninsula has 
long been considered to be far 
from the main stage of human 
evolution," said Michael Pet-
raglia, a professor at the Max 

Planck Institute for the Science 
of Human History in Germany.

"This discovery firmly puts 
Arabia on the map as a key re-
gion for understanding our ori-
gins and expansion to the rest of 
the world," said Petraglia, who 
led the project. Numerous fos-
sils were discovered at the site of 
Al Wusta, an ancient fresh-water 
lake located in what is now the 
hyper-arid Nefud Desert.

Among these finds was a 
well preserved and small fossil, 
just 3.2 centimetre long, which 
was immediately recognised as 

a human finger bone.
The bone was scanned in 

three dimensions and its shape 
compared to various other fin-
ger bones, both of recent Homo 
sapiens individuals and bones 
from other species of primates 
and other forms of early hu-
mans, such as Neanderthals.

The results conclusively 
showed that the finger bone, 
the first ancient human fossil 
found in Arabia, belonged to 
our own species, researchers 
said. Using a technique called 
uranium series dating, a laser 

was used to make microscopic 
holes in the fossil and measure 
the ratio between tiny traces of 
radioactive elements, they said.

These ratios revealed that 
the fossil was 88,000 years old. 
Other dates obtained from as-
sociated animals fossils and 
sediments converged to a date 
of about 90,000 years ago. 

Further environmental 
analyses also revealed the site to 
have been a freshwater lake in 
an ancient grassland environ-
ment far removed from today's 
deserts. 

The find, from a prehistoric lake site in Saudi Arabia, challenges the idea that modern humans did not leave Africa until 60,000 years ago

Since 2016, Nagaland government has been requesting New Delhi to 
depute IPS officer with 30 years experience for state police’s top job

Road project worth INR 50 cr. 
for 12 district headquarters
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NITI outlines five 
development missions 
for Northeast 

Govt. will decide best – Rupin Sharma 

Fossil finger bone could challenge modern migration theory

Masazou Nonaka eats a cake after receiving the certificate from Guinness World Records as 
the world's oldest living man at age 112 years and 259 days during a ceremony in Ashoro on 
Japan's northern main island of Hokkaido. 

Cakewalk!
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 27° 17°

Agartala 34° 23°

Gangtok 24° 11°

Guwahati 30° 20°

Imphal 28° 16°

Itanagar 26° 18°

Shillong 20° 14°

Delhi 34° 21°

Kolkata 36° 26°

Chennai 35° 28°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 22° 14°
DIMAPUR 29° 20°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 2mm 90%
DIMAPUR 1mm 92%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
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Bill Cosby pays $3.38mn to settle 
sexual assault claim  |  P10

Mirror Takes

"No matter what happens... I 
give my word to the public and 
the politicians: I will remain 

loyal! I will not change!

~ Arien

Sidhu adds third gold to India’s 
shooting kitty in CWG   |  P12

Kim makes first official mention 
of US-N Korea talks  | P9

short of the 30-years-criterion 
to be a DGP. Nagaland’s special 
status allows it to choose police 
officers with more than 28 years 
of experience as DGP.  

Sharma informed that no 
Nagaland IPS cadre, at the mo-
ment, was qualified to hold the 
charge of DGP if said criterion 
is strictly implemented. It was 
informed that Sunil Acharya, 
a Nagaland IPS cadre of 1991 
batch, is currently on central 
deputation. 

The DGP recommended 
by the Patton is Lungriading, a 
1990 batch of Assam-Megha-
laya IPS cadre –two years senior 
to Sharma.

On Patton’s claim that 
Sharma does not possess the 
‘requisite experience’ to be the 
DGP, Sharma said: “I am here 
in Nagaland and I am more 
experienced than any other of-
ficers here in the state.” Sharma 
added that he will continue to 
work for the people in whatever 
capacity he has been entrusted 
with. 

Police records show that 
Sharma has served the state’s 
police dept in different capaci-
ties: ASP (PHQ) in 1995; SDPO 
of Niuland from August 19995 
to October 1996; Addl SP of 
Dimapur from October 1997 to 
May 1998.

Sharma went on deputation 
at UN Mission in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina from 1998 to 1999 
as Dy Regional Commander 
IPTF Mostar, and later on depu-
tation to Ministry of External 
Affairs as under secretary (Con-
sular), CPV Division, New Delhi 
from September 1999 to 2001, 
followed by SP (CBI) New Delhi 

from July 2001 to 20013.
He returned to Nagaland 

as SP (PHQ) from December 
2003. He had also served as SP 
(Crime) from February 2004 
to August 2004, SP (CID) from 
August 2004 to May 2005, Sr SP 
(CID) from May 2005 to April 
2006 and as DIGP (CID) later 
part of April 2006.

He again went on deputa-
tion as deputy secretary cabinet 
secretariat (R&AW) for a pe-
riod of four years in May 2006, 
followed by director cabinet 
secretariat for four years from 
May 2010 and as joint secretary 
Cabinet secretariat from May 
2014.

On repatriation, he came 
back as ADGP from March 
2015, followed by ADGP (L&R) 
and DG (Prison). He was given 
the charge of DGP Nagaland 
on November 24, 2017. On the 
length of service, Sharma said it 
was a legal matter and therefore 
refused to comment.

Meanwhile, it has emerged 
that that government of Naga-
land has requested the central 
government even in May 2016 
when TR Zeliang was the chief 
minister for the services of Lun-
griading who was then being 
repatriated to his parent cadre 
after serving in Nagaland. 

Since then, all the chief 
ministers – Dr. Shurhozelie 
Liezietsu, TR Zeliang (again) 
and Neiphiu Rio – have written 
to the central government cit-
ing the shortage of IPS officers 
of Nagaland cadre; asking for 
deputation of officers from 
other cadres to be DGP as has 
been done before.  

(Related news on page 3)
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Agriculture is the 
backbone of livelihood 
security, says minister 

Angami students issue ‘students code’

ANSTA re-affirms 
stand on proxy teachers

DRHS ex-students’ 
forum condoles

DEO Kohima informs on district teacher’s award

NSDMA to conduct state-wide mega mock exercise

DC Wokha inaugurates computer lab Discourage tobacco for healthy 
life, says dental surgeon

CBCC lauds Vechülo-ü Kanuo

Informs citizens not to panic

A team for inspection from Nagaland University visited St. Joseph’s College Jakhama in Kohima on April 10 for permanent affiliation 
of various departments: Chemistry, Botany, Zoology, BBA, Economics and Education. The team comprised of Prof. Indira Devi, Dean, 
School of Sciences as the convener; Prof. Buno Leigise, Dept. of Education; and Dr. Manoj Prabhaker, Dept. of Management as members.

A scene from the inaugural function of computer lab and sports meet at Don Bosco School in Wokha.

Officially attached

Dimapur District Legal  
Services Authority informs
The Dimapur District Legal Services Authority (DDLSA) 
informed on Tuesday that it will be organising ‘National 
Lok Adalat’ on April 14 at 10 am at district court building 
in Dimapur. The programme will deal in matters 
related to bank, MACT, BSNL, criminal compoundable 
cases etc. All the citizens are encouraged to avail these 
services. For further details, all concerned are asked 
to inquire from the front office of DDLSA at district 
court building.

NSCN (IM) informs about recovered vehicles
NSCN (IM) through its MIP informed on Tuesday that 
the Union Territory-I (UT-I) has recovered two two-
wheelers namely Hero Honda bike- black in colour, 
bearing chassis number MBLJA06ANGGD09812, and 
engine number JA06EJGGTI6263; and another Hero 
Maestro Edge- black strip in colour bearing engine 
number JF33ABHGHO5386. The rightful owners are 
requested to come and claim the recovered bikes by 
producing proper documents at the UT-I office during 
the office hour within one week from the date of 
publication of the news. The UT-I secretary may be 
contacted on phone no. 8014620571.

Pension for World War II veterans
The directorate of Sainik Welfare of Kohima informed 
on Tuesday that pension for World War II veterans 
of Dimapur, Mon, and Peren districts will be paid on 
April 17 at 10 am at Zila Sainik Welfare office, near 
Circuit House in Dimapur. Book, funeral, medical, and 
daughter’s marriage grants will also be paid on the 
same day. All the veterans are requested to come 
along with pension book and identity card. 

Chen Union to meet
The Chen Union Dimapur has convened its 22nd 
general session on April 21 at 10 am at Union Mission, 
opposite to BSF Camp, at Half Nagarjan in Dimapur. 
It also informed that the new household registration 
with the union will be charged INR 500 and renewal of 
membership will be INR 20 on the particular day. All the 
members and representatives from Chen community in 
Dimapur are requested to attend the session.

Jakhama Baptist Church 
The Jakhama Baptist Church has announced to conduct 
a two-day spiritual awakening services on the theme 
“Awakened & renewed my spiritual life,” on April 14 and 
15. Speakers for the programme are Rev. Dr. Mechiehol 
Savi, Pastor Bise Sophie, Deacon Dito Savi, Deacon 
Ketholeho Kulnu, and Deacon Neizel Zhotso. 

Pughoboto SDPDB meeting held
The Sub Division Planning Development Board, 
Pughoboto conducted its meeting on April 9 at the 
ADC office at Pughoboto in Zunheboto. Member 
of Legislative Assembly of 13 A/C Pughoboto, Y 
Vikheho Swu said that, a few were programme 
under LADP. He assured to continue to carry out the 
developmental activities to uplift Pughoboto. The 
house deliberated on prohibition of boulders lifting 
from the Doyang River. It also approved to hold a 
seminar on ‘biodiversity conservation’ on June 5 
coinciding with the World Environment Day.  The 
house decided to hold its next meeting on May 7.

Disaster management authority meet 
The Deputy Commissioner of Kohima, Rajesh 
Soundararajan,  informed al l  the concerned 
departments and members about the district Disaster 
Management Authority quarterly meeting that will be 
held on April 16. The meeting will be conducted after 
the DPDB meeting at DC’s conference hall in Kohima. 

Peren DPDB meeting conducted 
The monthly meeting of Peren District Planning and 
Development Board was held at the Deputy Commisoner 
conference hall on April 10. The board recommended for 
setting up of gravity goods ropeway in Punglwa in Peren 
under the North East Rural Livelihood Project.

Polytechnic Kohima exam in May
The Government Polytechnic Kohima has informed 
its students that the semester examination will be 
conducted in May 2018.  The time period for filling up 
and submission of examination forms have been fixed 
as- odd semester compartmental examination starts 
from April 11 to 17th, and the even semester regular 
examination starts from April 19 to 21st. Students were 
informed to produce a photocopy of last examination 
mark sheet while filling up examination form. No 
extension of date for submission of form will be given.

NEWS IN BRIEF

D i m a p u r,  A p r i l  1 0 
(EMN): The new Sub-
Divisional Agriculture 
Office (SDAO) at Syo-
chong in Kiphire was in-
augurated by V Kashiho 
Sangtam, minister of 
Soil and Water conser-
vation on April 7. 

A press release is-
sued by DAO stated 
that Sangtam has urged 
his officials to impart 
farmers with latest ag-
r icultural  technolo-
gies. He also suggested 
that  farmers should 
be given training from 
time to time to increase 
crop productivity in 
the area. 

Stating that agri-
cultural activity is the 
backbone for achieving 
livelihood security in 
Nagaland, he appealed 

the people to extend 
their support and co-
operation towards the 
c o n c e r n e d  d e p a r t -
ments.

‘Soil  and climatic 
condition in Seyochung 
area is highly favourable 
for crops such as maize, 
potato, millets, rice, 
cardamom, and ginger. 
The farmers in this area 
grow crops without ap-
plication of pesticides 
and chemical fertilisers,’ 
said Sangtam. 

He urged the depart-
ment officials to make 
used of schemes and 
programmes available 
for Seyochung division. 
This in turn will help 
farming community to 
achieve food security 
and improve their living 
standard. 

N Henry Zeliang, ad-
ditional director of Ag-
riculture, gave a brief 
report on agriculture 
department activities in 
Nagaland. He said that 
the creation of SDAO 
office in Seyochung was 
a long felt need of the 
people. It has come to 
reality because of the 
implementation of the 
cadre review, he in-
formed. 

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t 
has created seven new 
SDAO posts including 
Seyochung. The idea 
behind this inaugura-
tion was to address the 
grievances of the farm-
ing community by plac-
ing technical manpower 
in all the administrative 
headquarters, the press 
release added.

D i m a p u r,  A p r i l  1 0 
( E M N ) :  T h e  d e p u t y 
commissioner of Wokha, 
Manazir Jeelani Samoon, 
inaugurated compu-
ter lab and Don Bosco 
School sports meet on 
April 10 in Wokha. 

A press release from 
the institution on April 

10 stated that the com-
puter lab was a ‘dreams 
come true’ for the stu-
dents and public of La-
khuti village in Wokha. 

Rev. Fr. Shaji Mathew, 
the school principal, in 
his welcome address, 
mentioned that the idea 
of providing computer 

education to the ‘village’ 
students was to help 
them excel like that of 
their counterparts in the 
town. 

Addressing the gath-
ering, the Deputy Com-
missioner called upon 
the students to avail the 
‘beautiful’ opportunity 

in this ‘far flung’ village. 
He encouraged the stu-
dents to aim high with-
out fear of failures.  

The computer lab 
was set up with the fi-
nancial assistance from 
well-wishers and the 
Diocese of Kohima, the 
update added. 

Dimapur, April 10 (EMN): 
The Nagaland State Disas-
ter Management Author-
ity (NSDMA-Home De-
partment) has announced 
to conduct Nagaland 
Emergency Preparedness 
Exercise (NEPEx) in col-
laboration with National 
Disaster Management Au-
thority (NDMA) on April 

26. The information was 
received from the depart-
ment on Tuesday.

According to the in-
formation, the NEPEx is 
a “State-wide mega mock 
exercise” to test the capa-
bility of the government 
of Nagaland to respond 
and manage any “mega 
impending disaster.”

As a preparatory to 
this event, a review meet-
ing is being convened 
for the AHODs /HoDs 
and DDMAs officials on 
April 12 at 11 am at ATI in 
Kohima.

The department has 
requested public not to 
panic during the mock 
drill as it is only an exer-

cise to test the capability 
of the government to han-
dle any disasters. The ex-
ercise should also not be 
taken as a sign of an im-
pending disaster. It is also 
requested to the public to 
refrain from spreading ru-
mours which may cause 
undue fear psychosis,’ the 
information added.

Dimapur, April 10 (EMN): 
The District Education Of-
ficer (DEO), Kohima, has 
informed all the heads of 
government and private 
educational institutions 
under DEO, Kohima, to 
forward “cases” of eligible 
and deserving teachers 
for Kohima district teach-
er’s award for 2018. The 
information was received 

from the DEO’s office on 
Tuesday.

A c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 
DEO, “the recommenda-
tion shall be made from 
among the teachers who 
have: Been contribut-
ing exceptional service 
to the school as well as 
to the society (beyond 
the school perimeter) 
and who has also pro-

actively devise innova-
tive approaches in teach-
ing/ learning process and 
promoting literary pro-
grammes; teachers who 
have served not less than 
10 years in the teaching 
profession; good moral 
character/ integrity. He/ 
she must have good repu-
tation in the society; pro-
moting the education of 

differently-abled children 
and who may have done 
outstanding work for in-
clusive education.”

The DEO further in-
formed that the ‘format 
for recommendation’ can 
be obtained from its of-
fice with immediate effect 
during office hour. Last 
day of submission will be 
on May 22.

Dimapur, April 10 (EMN): The Ex-Students Forum of 
Dimapur Railway High School (DRHS) has expressed 
shocked over the sudden demise of the former re-
nowned Hindi teacher of DRHS, Arati Acharjee, who 
died at the age of 71 years on April 10 in her resident 
at West Yard colony in Dimapur. A note expressing 
condolence was received from one of its members 
on Tuesday.

“Thousands of students were benefited with her 
teaching in Nagaland and neighbouring areas.  She 
has established one Hindi School at Lahorijan in 
Karbi Anglong for needy students.  She had been as-
sociated with various organisations and had contrib-
uted immensely for the society. During her tenure as 
teacher and administrator, she discharged her duties 
with utmost sincerity and commitment towards de-
prived sections of the society in general and students 
in particular,” the note conveyed.

The association has conveyed condolence to 
the bereaved family members and prayed to the Al-
mighty to grant peace to the departed soul. 

Dimapur, April 10 (EMN): The All Nagaland School 
Teachers Association (ANSTA) has reaffirmed its resolu-
tion which was adopted at the general conference on 
checking practice of proxy teachers by its members. 
The information was received from the association on 
Tuesday. 

The association stated that, ‘the “menace” of keeping 
proxy teachers is “plaguing” the department in many 
ways besides tarnishing the image of the association.’ 
It warned its members to desist from such practice and 
come to the main stream of the teaching profession 
towards the uplift of downtrodden children of the state. 
In order to eradicate the practice, the association has 
directed all its units and sub-units to be watchful over 
the issue. 

In the event of detection of such practices, the asso-
ciation has asked to immediately bring to its notice along 
with relevant facts and figures so that the same may be 
placed before the appropriate authority for necessary 
action.

Dimapur, April 10 (EMN): A sensitisation programme 
was organised on April 10 at Lotha Tribal Council Hall 
in Wokha. The programme was organised by the group 
of doctors and psychologists to spread awareness and 
sensitise the shopkeepers in the schools premises. 

According to update on Tuesday, dental surgeon, Dr. 
Mhonthung Tungoe, in his key note address, said there 
are more than 7000 thousand poisonous chemicals found 
in tobacco products. A person dies in every six second 
globally due to the use of tobacco products, he added.

‘Everyone knows tobacco consumption can have 
disastrous consequences on our health but many ignore 
the risk and use it,’ he said. He urged the participants to 
discourage the use of tobacco products for healthy life.

Psychologist at NTCP Wokha, Abeni, spoke on the 
harmful effects of tobacco on health. She said that the 
programme was organised to sensitise the shopkeepers 
not to sell tobacco products within 100 yards from the 
school premises. 

Emphasizing on Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Prod-
ucts Act, 2005, she said that violations of the provision 
may lead the violators to an imprisonment of two to five 
years or more with penalty in the form of imposition of 
fines. 

She informed that checking will start in collaboration 
with the enforcement agencies shortly. 

Dimapur, April 10 (EMN): The Chakhesang Baptist 
Church Council (CBCC) has conveyed congratula-
tion to Vechülo-ü Kanuo, executive director of Cha-
khesang Women Welfare Society for bringing laurel 
to the Chakhesang community by winning the CII 
Foundation Woman Exemplar Award 2018 under 
micro-enterprise category. The council prayed that 
the Lord will continue to use her to transform lives 
and work toward the betterment of the society and 
wish her success in future endeavor.

Kohima, April 10 (EMN): Bring-
ing to light of various detri-
mental activities, which are 
being blatantly committed by 
the students both outside and 
inside many institutions, the 
Angami Students’ Union (ASU) 
has today issued some ‘students 
code,’ which it stated has been 
necessitated keeping in mind 
the wellbeing of the daily affairs 
of the students.

Besides, the code also cov-
ers many other factors, which 
are contributed by the public 
towards such acts. The code 
seeks cooperation and support 
of everyone. The codes are as 
follows:
•	 Any	 students	 found	 in	 al-

cohol joints, cyber cafes or 
any other places in uniforms 
are unacceptable during the 
school hours. And in such 
cases, the proprietors of al-
cohol joints and cyber cafes 
will also be equally penalized. 
Students in uniform roaming 
about during school hours 
shall be thoroughly checked 
and monitored.

•	 Any	 students	 in	 uniform	
found indulging in any im-
moral activities shall be pe-
nalized both inside and out-
side the school. Beyond that, 
if any threat or any forms of 

disrespect are seen towards 
the teachers, they shall not be 
tolerated. If any such incident 
occurs and if complaints are 
received then stern action 
shall be initiated against such 
insubordinate students.

•	 Students	forming	themselves	
into gangs and involving in 
gang fights shall be seriously 
dealt with. Such practices 
must be discouraged by par-
ents, teachers and the public 
by reporting any such gang 
activities.

•	 Any	students	in	uniform	who	
are found taking any intoxi-
cants or any form of abu-
sive substances shall not be 
tolerated. Such defaulting 
students if caught or reported 
and on confirmation of such 
acts shall be seriously dealt 
with.

•	 Students	 in	 uniform	 below	
18 years should not drive 
vehicles and if caught shall 
be penalised. Reaffirming the 
standing resolution in regard 
to the usage of govt. vehicles 
for dropping and picking up 
of students from schools is 
totally prohibited and will be 
penalised.

•	 Students	are	advised	to	dress	
appropriately and decently.

•	 Any	cases	of	abuse	amount-

ing to harassment of students 
shall not be tolerated.

•	 Concession	 for	 students’	
transportation fare by taxis 
and buses must be strictly ad-
hered to. Any cases of breach 
or denial of concession must 
be reported immediately.

•	 S o m e 	 p r i v a t e 	 c o l l e g e s ,	
schools, and hostels are man-
aged by individuals for profit 
and business leading to as-
tronomical rates of fees with 
little or no facilities. Cou-
pled with that, imposition of 
fines against failed subjects 
and absentees are prevalent. 
Therefore, it is strongly cau-
tioned that such practices 
in some institutions are very 
well noted and necessary ac-
tion will be initiated.

•	 Sale	of	any	tobacco	products	
is strictly prohibited in and 
around educational institu-
tions. Violators are liable to 
any action by the union for 
the welfare of the students. 

Also observing the exorbi-
tant tuition rates and private 
tuition fees, ASU reiterated 
that its resolution on tuition 
fee structure to be maintained 
and adhered to in all Angami 
Jurisdiction till further notifi-
cation.

ASU president, Visako Rino, 

and general secretary, Vizokho 
Zashümo, through a release 
asserted that the tuition fee 
structure for Class X and below 
should be INR 500 per students 
as monthly fee with five classes 
a week and minimum one hour 
for every class, while home tui-
tion rate is fixed at INR 2000 per 
month with minimum one hour 
for every class.

The ratio of teacher/ stu-
dents for a single tuition batch 
should be 1:6 stated the release 
and that the above fee structure 
is strictly only for urban areas. 
The Union has directed all its 
units to formulate their own fee 
structure in their respective vil-
lages and jurisdiction.

It cautioned that any person 
who fails to comply with the 
norms will be severely dealt 
with. It also requested all insti-
tutions within its jurisdiction 
to take note of the regulations, 
while the public are asked to 
notify its office in case of any 
non-compliance.

The public are further re-
quested to inform the union 
of any such cases mentioned 
above or any other matters 
through SMS or call the con-
vener of its action committee 
on phone nos. 8575770556 and 
7085178381.
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Dr. Seyiekhrietuo John speaking at the symposium for holistic health 
at ICFAI University.

Toshi Wungtong speaking during the introductory programme at the 
Directorate of SCERTn in Kohima on April 10.

Zale Neikha with Col. Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore at his office 
residence in New Delhi.

Prof. RC Gupta and editors releasing the book at NU Kohima Campus in Meriema on April 10.
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Imkong Imchen adressing media persons on April 10 
at Hotel Saramati in Dimapur
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Imchen labels PDA as ‘BJP 
led NDPP government’

Youth Resources advisor 
calls on union minister

‘Education must be a progressive 
concept for Naga people’

Districts to soon have AYUSH hospital

NU releases book for efficient education

NPF demands govt. to rescind Patton’s 
attempt to replace incumbent DGP

STATE

Dimapur, April 10 (EMN): The 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) has 
accused the deputy chief min-
ister and home minister, Y 
Patton for recommending the 
transfer of present state police 
chief and asked the state gov-
ernment to rescind the former’s 
attempts to replace the incum-
bent DGP.

“The NPF is alarmed at 
the move made by Patton to 
replace the present Director 
General of Police, Nagaland 
ostensibly over the latter refus-
ing to make back door appoint-
ments in the Police department 
as desired by the former,”a 
press release from NPF press 
bureau stated

It may be noted that the 
deputy chief minister in-charge 
of Home had last month writ-
ten a letter to Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh seeking 
a new Director General of Po-
lice (DGP) for Nagaland while 
justifying his move as neces-
sary since the incumbent DGP 
Rupin Sharma lack experience.

The NPF said ‘Patton has 
a track record of flouting all 
norms and procedures to get 
his candidates appointed or 
allotted contract and supply 
works.’

“His wayward behaviour 
whilst running the adminis-
tration was a major source 
of embarrassment to the last 
ministry and he was dropped 
from the Ministry, albeit at 
the far end of the tenure, and 
severely reprimanded,” press 
release read.

The NPF questioned the 
allotment of the Home de-
partment to Patton stating 
“That such a character was 
tasked with crucial and impor-
tant department like Home by 
the PDA was worrisome. The 
only consolation, though, was 
that an upright, innovative 
and capable officer like Rupin 
Sharma, IPS, was made the 

DGP, and Naga people, cut-
ting across political party lines 
and without bias or favour, 
were confident that the officer 
would ensure rule of law and 
not succumb to pressures from 
corrupt powers-that-be.”

Lauding the present DGP, 
the NPF said that the inno-
vative changes that the in-
cumbent DGP had introduced 
in the Police department are 
remarkable and he had en-
deared himself to the people, 
especially the netizens through 
his interactions with them on 
social media.

“Patton’s discomfiture with 
such an incorruptible and im-
partial officer is understand-
able considering that he, Pat-
ton, is known for nepotism, 
favouritism and unscrupulous 
style of functioning,” the NPF 
alleged.

The opposition party fur-
ther alleged that the excuses 
furnished by Patton to the 
Union Home Minister are 
‘flimsy and clearly exposes 
the malafide intentions of the 
Deputy Chief Minister.’  Rather 
than look into the number of 
years an officer has served, he 
should consider the perform-
ance index of the officer, the 
release stated.

The NPF has also asked the 
PDA Government to refer to the 
ruling of the Supreme Court 
on a PIL in 2006 in the case 
of Prakash Singh Vs Union of 
India where it noted that “The 
Director General of Police of 
the State… once he has been 
selected for the job, he should 
have a minimum tenure of at 
least two years irrespective of 
his date of superannuation.”

“It is not that the NPF has 
anything against the pro-
posed officer to replace the 
incumbent. It is just that the 
ill-designs of the Deputy Chief 
Minister/ Home Minister are 
obvious and the kind of chang-

es he has in mind to usher in 
will surely not augur well for 
the department or the State,” 
it added.

Dy. Chief Minister office justi-
fies

Office of the Deputy Chief 
Minister has responded to the 
news item published in the 
section of the local dailies and 
social media with regard to a 
letter written to the Ministry 
of Home Affairs Government 
of India for the appointment 
of the DGP in Nagaland with a 
qualified IPS officer. 

In a rejoinder issued by 
Media cell received here on 
Tuesday, stated that ‘the gov-
ernment efforts have been 
completely twisted in the me-
dia and it is felt constrained to 
set the record right.’

“On completion of deputa-
tion period of the then DGP 
Nagaland Shri L. L. Doungel 
IPS, ended in November 2017 
and also since the State was 
due for election in Feb. 2018, 
Shri Rupin Sharma IPS, the 
then DG (Prisons) was allowed 
to hold the current charge of 
DGP Nagaland w.e.f Nov.24th 
2017 purely as a stop gap ar-
rangement,” the press release 
stated.

As per the existing guide-
lines of Ministry of Home Af-
fiars, Dy. Cm office stated that 
criteria for an IPS officer to 
became a DGP in the state 
should have completed 30 
(Thirty)Years of service in IPS 
and for  like Nagaland, officers 
completed 28 years have been 
considered in the past to hold 
the post of DGP.

“For Sh. Rupin Sharma, an 
IPS Officer of 1992 Batch, who 
did not fulfil the requisite pe-
riod of service and was only in 
the Scale of ADGP in Jan 2017 
was allowed to hold the post of 
DGP Nagaland as a temporary 
arrangement. Sh Rupin Sharma 

completed his 25 years of serv-
ice only in January 2017 and he 
was made to hold the current 
charge of DGP Nagaland in 
view of the impending General 
Elections 2018,” it added. 

Considering the shortage of 
IPS officers in the senior level 
as well as for the post of DGP, 
it was stated that the state gov-
ernment on multiple occasions 
in the past have approached 
the MHA for a suitable and sen-
ior officer to hold the post of 
DGP in Nagaland in the larger 
interest of the Department and 
the state.

Pointing out that the state 
government had approached 
MHA Government of India 
and brought the DGPs from 
other states to serve as DGP 
Nagaland, it has cited the case 
of B Kezo, IPS (1978 Batch 
Meghalaya) and LL Doungel, 
IPS (1987Batch West Bengal) 
as example. 

As per the scheme of the 
constitution of India, main-
taining over all law and order 
in the state is the responsibility 
of the popularly elected state 
government and in furtherance 
of the same and in accordance 
with the principle of respon-
sibility with authority, it is the 
direct responsibility of the state 
government to select a suitable 
officer in the overall interest of 
the public of the state contrary 
to what has been portrayed in 
the media, the press statement 
read.

It also mentioned that it 
was unfortunate that the con-
fidential correspondence of the 
highest level has been leaked in 
social media in an unauthor-
ised manner and being misin-
terpreted by some sections of 
the media and public in print 
and social media.

This rejoinder is being is-
sued to set the matter right by 
giving the correct factual posi-
tion, it added.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, April 10: MLA Imkong Imchen 
ridiculed the People’s Democratic Alliance 
(PDA) as Bharatiya Janata Party led Nation-
alist Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP) 
because of the majority of BJP cabinet 
ministers.

Imchen said that the people of Nagaland 
have given a fractured mandate and formed 
a ‘fragile’ coalition government with six BJP 
cabinet ministers, four NDPP, one JD (U) 
and one independent. The opposition MLA 
was addressing a press conference on Tues-
day April 10 at Hotel Saramati in Dimapur. 

‘The motivation of the BJP government 
at the centre was to install a BJP led govt. 
in the state so as to relegate the Naga issue 
to the back burner. The political talk which 
was going on progressively has been evident 
that the Naga political issue has become the 
victim. As of today all political parties and 
NGOs has remain a mote spectator giving 
their focus only on the new fragile coalition 
govt.in Kohima.’

“The Naga public as stakeholders have 
every right to vindicate our opinion to 
Government of India and negotiating par-
ties and there is nothing wrong doing that” 
opined Imchen. 

‘The GOI has officially recognised that 
there is Naga political issue but the wisdom 
of GOI is not as what we had conceived and 
the Naga talk has been stopped unofficially’ 
alleged Imchen. All political parties are 

Dimapur, April 10 (EMN): 
The three volume book 
edited by Prof. Lungsang 
Zeliang, Narola Chuba 
and Dr. M Rajendra Nath 
Babu and published by 
APH Publishing Corpo-
ration, New Delhi was 
released on April 10 at 
the office chamber of 
Pro-Vice Chancellor Na-
galand University, Ko-
hima Campus in Mer-
iema. An update received 
from DIPR on Tuesday 
informed. 

Speaking at the book 
release, Pro-Vice Chan-
cellor Nagaland Univer-
sity Prof. RC Gupta said 
it was proud moment for 
the department of Educa-
tion to be releasing the 
three books written by his 
colleagues. He said the 
book will be very helpful 
for teachers in dealing 
with various problems, 
challenges, perimeter in-
dicator, quality indicator, 
current issues and others.

He challenged the 
educators in the campus 
to be more engaged in 
the academic work add-
ing that age has nothing 
to do with the good work 
one can do. Knowledge 

is unending, he said and 
urged the educators to 
organise more seminars 
and project works in fu-
ture.

H i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e 
achievement of the Naga-
land University, pro vice 
chancellor said that in 
the National Institution-
al Ranking Framework 
(NIRF) held in 2018, out 
of 750 universities across 
the country, NU secured 
95th position in the rank-
ing which is commend-
able as compared to 2016 
ranking where NU was in 
227th position. He said 
this achievement could 
not have happened if not 
for the support of both 
the teaching and non-
teaching staff of NU and 
added that in the com-
ing years NU will stride 
forward and target the 50 
ranking position. 

Also delivering a short 
message, HOD of Educa-
tion department, Prof. 
Lungsang Zeliang said 
that the book will not 
only enable prospective 
teachers to gain knowl-
edge of their subject mat-
ter but will gear them to 
communicate effectively 

Dimapur, April 10 (EMN): 
‘Education must be a pro-
gressive concept for the 
Naga people today,’ said 
the advisor of State Coun-
cil of Educational Research 
and Training (SCERT), IPR 

and Village Guards, Toshi 
Wungtong in his introduc-
tory meeting at the Direc-
torate of SCERT on April 
10. Report from DIPR on 
Tuesday updated.

Stating that education 

equally concern that the Naga talk settle-
ment should arrive at the earliest and it is a 
‘uniform opinion’ he maintained.

“It may be recalled that I was the first 
during the 12th Nagaland Legislative assem-
bly tenure who stated that the election to the 
13th NLA be differed in view of the ongoing 
political dialogue between the NSCN-IM, 
the six NNPG groups and the GOI so as to 
arrive at a amicable settlement to the Naga 
political issue. The 12th NLA had gone to 
the extent of passing a strong resolution 
unanimously to differ which was strongly 
supported and endorsed by the parliamen-
tarians, ex- parliamentarians and submitted 
the memorandum to the GOI.”

‘However the GOI had a different opin-
ion stating “election for solution”. Immedi-
ately I have responded to the stated position 
to give us the timeline if election is meant for 
solution, which the GOI could not specify 
the timeline. For me election to the NLA is 
always secondary to the Naga issue and the 
NLA is only a routine matter’ claimed the 
legislator.

In a press statement handed out to 
media persons, Imchen stated: “no doubt 
the GOI interlocutor RN Ravi has put in 
his utmost efforts to iron out the various 
divergent opinions of the Naga negotiating 
groups, which is appreciated. But he is also 
only an instrument in the hands of the GOI 
and therefore has his own limits”. 

The opposition leader also alleged that 
the atrocities committed against Christians 
in India have been increasing alarmingly 
when the Christians constitute only 2% of 
the population. “Hindu was accommodative 
religion in the world but today their action is 
talking differently”, he said. 

“In our state we have been protecting 
other religions and I have been involved in 
construction of various religious worship 
places and I will continue to do so. I have 
never taken religion as a threat”, insisted 
Imchen and alleged ‘India has become an 
intolerant state’.

Imchen also pointed out that the state 
education system is ‘wrongly oriented’. This 
he remarked in line of the unemployment 
problem faced by the Naga youths. “No-
where in the constitution have we adopted 
that every Naga youths should be provided 
with government job. The youths know only 
of govt. job and the state govt. has its own 
share of blame but that does not mean the 
govt. has to provide only govt. job,” Imchen 
noted.

sanction in the interest 
of Naga youth. The union 
minister also acknowl-
edged the capable, po-
tential and talent of the 
Naga youth. 

T h e  a d v i s o r  a l s o 
called on both the secre-
taries of Sports and Youth 

Affairs at their respective 
offices and highlighted 
the activities of the state’s 
department and request-
ed them to extend their 
support and assistance 
to the Naga youth which 
was accordingly obliged 
by both the secretaries.

and work with dedica-
tion. She also expressed 
gratitude to all her col-
leagues and especially 
to Pro VC for their moral 
support, guidance and 
inspiration for making 
the project a successful 
one. 

The first volume of 
the book—‘Teacher Ed-
ucation-Issues and Chal-
lenges’ has 4 units which 
deals with quality teacher 

education, innovative 
strategies and practices 
in teacher education, ICT 
in teacher education and 
other related areas.

The second volume—
‘Quality Concerns in 
Teacher Education’ has 
4 units which deals with 
Teaching skills and skill 
development in teacher 
education, life skills and 
soft skills through teacher 
education programme, 

role of guidance and 
counselling in teacher 
education programme 
and others.

The third volume—
‘ Teacher  Education-
Quality Indicators’ has 
4 units which deals with 
issues and challenges in 
teacher education, as-
sessment and evaluation 
of teacher education, ict 
in teacher education and 
other related areas.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, April 10: State 
program officer, Directo-
rate of Health and Family 
Welfare, Dr. Seyiekhrietuo 
John has informed that 
the Ministry of AYUSH has 
established a fully func-
tional with manpower 
and 10 bedded hospital 
in Dimapur and another 
50 bedded hospital in the 
districts of Dimapur, Ko-
hima and Mokokchung 
will be inaugurated in two 
to three months.

The proposal, he said is 
as per the guidelines of the 
ministry that every district 
will have AYUSH hospital.

John is one of the re-
source persons of the sym-
posium for holistic health 
programme, organised 
by Institute of Chartered 
Financial Analysts of India 
(ICFAI) in commemora-
tion of the 263rd birth an-

niversary of Dr. Samuel 
Hahnemann at the univer-
sity premises in Sovima in 
Dimapur.

By next year, he in-
formed that all district 
headquarters will be com-
pleted with Community 
Health Centres (CHC).

John highlighted the 
main aims of the ministry 
of AYUSH which stands 
for Ayurveda, Yoga and 
Naturopathy, Unani, Sid-
dha and Homoeopathy. 
He said its primary focus 
was to promote AYUSH 
medicinal systems across 
the country, to strengthen 
educational systems, to 
facilitate the quality of AY-
USH tags. In order to im-
plement the objectives of 
AYUSH, he added that the 
Ministry of AYUSH has giv-
en authority to every state 
to form a society headed 
by the chief secretary and 

aromatic plant research 
centre in the state while 
adding that an ayurveda 
research centre was al-
ready present at Nagaland 
University, Lumami cam-
pus but was “not func-
tioning properly” and is in 
plan to shift to Dimapur.

Another resource per-
son for the ymposium, Dr. 
Ruusietuonuo, medical of-
ficer –AYUSH, CHC, Peren 
spoke on the principles of 
Ayush and the doctrine of 
Dr. Samuel Hahnemann 
of “like cures like” (simil-
ia similibus curentur), a 
claim that a substance that 
causes the symptoms of a 
disease in healthy people 
would cure similar symp-
toms in sick people. 

Homeopathy doctors 
from all over Dimapur at-
tended the health camp 
that was conducted after 
the programme. 

Dimapur, April 10 (EMN): 
The advisor for depart-
ment of Youth Resources 
and Sports Nagaland, 
Zale Neikha called on Un-
ion Minister of State (In-
dependent Charge) of the 
Ministry of Youth Affairs 
and Sports, Col. Rajya-
vardhan Singh Rathore 
at his office residence in 
New Delhi. A press re-
lease received from PRO 
(IPR) Nagaland House on 
Tuesday informed.

Du r i n g  t h e  m e e t , 
Neikha appraised the 
ongoing centrally spon-
sorship scheme in the 
Nagaland and infrastruc-
tures needs of the Youth 
Resources & Sports de-
partment. 

An update also stat-
ed that an advisor has 
submitted the state’s top 
priority needs of infra-
structure development 
in various disciplines 
to be considered by the 
Central ministry. In re-
sponse to his request, the 
union minister assured 
to take up those top pri-
ority projects for early 

commissioner secretary. 
Apart from setting up 

the hospitals and centres, 

John also informed that 
there are plans to set up 
a medicinal plant and 

is the basic tool for social 
structure and it manifests 
overall characters of a soci-
ety, the advisor said it must 
also be the same tool for 
SCERT department and all 
the 11 districts. He called 
on the department to take 
up the challenges that lies 
ahead for the develop-
ment of the society.

Wungtong said ‘the 
greater wealth is mental 
wealth because it teaches 
people, qualifies them 
and makes people more 
optimistic in their out-
look adding that people 
should have questioning 
and open mind. 

The advisor further ex-
pressed his desire to work 
with the department and 
to bring positive change in 
the society. 
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Prakash Karat (file photo) 

Sarbananda Sonowal (file photo)

Troops of 5 Jammu & Kashmir Rifles with the seized arms and ammunitions in Manipur.

Sonowal urges farmers to motivate 
youths to take up agriculture 

Meghalaya to bring resolution 
on lifting coal mining ban

AR recover weapons in Manipur 

Minor girl 
molested by 
police head 
constable

Arunachal minister urges to plant more trees Mother disowns terrorist son

BJP-IPFT govt trying to suppress 
opposition by violence — Karat 

Assam students organise ‘Bohagi Utsav’ in DelhiFour killed, 
six injured in 
Meghalaya accident

Strike, blockade disrupt normal life in Manipur

Mizoram govt. issues 
warning after deaths of pigs

Sachu colony avails 
free medical facility

Schools should be able 
to produce conscientious 
citizens — Assam governor

Meghalaya asks Assam to allow electrification work in 2 villages

Guwahati, April 10 (PTI): 
Assam Chief Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal today 
emphasised the need to 
create peer groups in the 
agriculture sector by pro-
moting progressive farm-
ers to motivate youths to 
take up farming as a profes-
sion. The economy of the 
state will make headway 
only when the agriculture 
sector is properly strength-
ened, Sonowal said while 
inaugurating a hatchery of 
the Assam Livestock and 
Poultry Corporation (AL-
PCO) here.

“Introducing progres-
sive farmers as peer group 
in the society would inspire 
the youth to take up farm-
ing in a significant way and 
this will propel growth in 
agriculture sector in the 
state”, he added.

“Livestock farming, an 
integral part of our agri-
culture sector, has huge 
market both within the 
state and outside”, the chief 
minister said.

The abundant resourc-
es available in the state in 
this sector must be capital-
ised using latest technol-

ogy to provide opportuni-
ties for a dignified source 
of earning for the youth, 
Sonowal said.

Opportunities in the 
livestock market of the 

state stretch upto the 
ASEAN countries and the 
veterinary department 
should come up with re-
sult oriented initiatives 
to make the state surplus 

in livestock production, 
Sonowal said.

The chief minister 
urged the department to 
carry out a survey to ascer-
tain the livestock demand 
in the state vis-s-vis its sup-
ply so that the gap could 
be plugged. He asserted 
that the state government 
would extend full support 
to farmers engaged in live-
stock production and also 
called upon the banks to 
join hands with the farm-
ers.

The Assam Govern-
ment has launched Chief 
Minister Samagra Gramya 
Unnayan Yojana under 
which around Rs 33,000 
crore would be spent to 
double the farmers’ in-
come in the state and peo-
ple must work together 
with the government for 
implementing this scheme 
on a mission mode.

Sonowal presented the 
‘Chief Minister Preronaa 
Award’ to 10 farmers en-
gaged in livestock produc-
tion in the state which in-
clude a ‘gamosa’, a citation 
and a cheque of Rs 10,000 
each.

Shillong, April 10 (PTI): 
Meghalaya Power Minis-
ter James K Sangma today 
said the state government 
is hopeful to bring about 
a resolution to lift the ban 
on coal mining in the state 
to ensure that the two 
thermal power projects, 
with an installed capacity 
of 740 MW, will not face 
difficulty.

T h e  t w o  t h e r m a l 
projects are at Nongalbibra 
in South Garo Hills and at 
Darugiri in East Garo Hills, 
he said, adding that the de-
tailed project report (DPR) 
for the project at Nongal-
bibra has been completed 
and the application for 
environmental clearance 
was submitted to Ministry 

of Environment and Forest.
“We are hopeful of a 

resolution to lift the ban 
on coal mining soon so 
that these projects will not 
face any difficulty,” Sangma 
said, while replying to a 
supplementary question 
during question hour in 
the House.

The National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT) had imposed 
a blanket ban on unscien-
tific coal mining in the state 
since April, 2014 affecting 
its economy and livelihood 
of a large number of peo-
ple.

He also informed the 
Assembly that the project 
site for the other thermal 
project has been identified 
at Darugiri, adding that the 

bids for coal linkage has 
been finalised, and lease 
of land for coal mining is 
under progress.

The power minister 
said that Meghalaya is ex-
pected to generate a total 
of 1659.05 MW of power 
from as many as 15 power 
projects - 10 hydro projects, 
two thermal projects and 
three renewable resources, 
and submission of detailed 
project reports (DPRs) for 
these projects have been 
completed.

The ruling National 
People’s Party, the regional 
parties and the BJP had 
sought votes from the 
people citing failure of the 
erstwhile Congress govern-
ment to lift the ban.

Dimapur, April 10 (EMN): Troops of 5 
Jammu & Kashmir Rifles (Tulihal Bat-
talion) of 9 Sector Assam Rifles along 
with Bishnupur police commandos 
conducted a major search operation in 
Pat area of Ishok village in Bishnupur 
District, Manipur, over a period of two 
days to successfully recover a huge cache 
of automatic weapons.

A closely followed and validated input 
over a period of three months resulted in 
locating the weapon cache, Assam Rilfes 
stated in a press release on Tuesday. It 
stated that in a two-day long operation, 

which started on April 8, the combined 
team of 5 Jammu & Kashmir Rifles along 
with Bishnupur commandos recovered a 
massive haul of nine weapons which in-
cluded three M-16 rifles, five AK-56 rifles, 
one A4 Rifle and one M 203 UBGL.

It had attributed the success to the 
continued hard work and determined 
efforts made by the Assam Rifles to curb 
the insurgent activities prevailing in the 
Imphal valley with the aim to bring peace 
to the state of Manipur. The operation was 
considered as one of the most successful 
operation in the state in recent times.

Gangtok, April 10 (PTI): 
A minor girl was allegedly 
molested by a police head 
constable in Sikkim’s East 
district, police said on 
Monday.

The 11-year-old girl 
had two days back gone 
to the house of the head 
constable at Noapgaon 
locality of the district to 
deliver curd when she was 
allegedly molested by the 
cop, they said.

After molesting her, 
the accused had given 
her INR 50 for the curd 
and another INR 50 to buy 
sweets in a bid to buy her 
silence, the police said.

The girl reported the 
incident to the police 
which after preliminary 
probe lodged an FIR un-
der different sections of 
IPC and Protection of 
Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act 
against the head consta-
ble, ADGP (Law and Or-
der) Sudhakar Rao said.

The accused head 
constable has been ar-
rested and suspended 
from service, the ADGP 
said.

Dimapur, April 10 (EMN): 
Acknowledging that climate 
change and global warming 
has become a reality worldwide, 
Arunachal Pradesh minister of 
public health and engineering, 
water supply, IPR etc., Bamang 
Felix called upon the citizens to 
plant more trees in their respec-
tive locality to help the planet 
from the universal crisis.

Addressing as chief guest 
on the inaugural session of the 
three-day media workshop on 
Climate Change reporting, held 
at Dorjee Khandu State Con-
vention Centre on April 10, the 
minister expressed his concern 
on haphazardly construction 
process in the state without 
taking into consideration its 
impact on the environment. 

“The threat of climate 
change needs to be taken very 
seriously,” UNI report stated 

quoting the minister. He also 
appealed the media fraternity 
to take extra initiatives to cre-
ate awareness and sensitise the 
people about its effect on the 
environment.

The programme is being 
organised jointly by Indian 
Himalayas Climate Adapta-
tion Programme (IHCAP) and 
Department of Science and 
Technology (DST), GoI, in col-
laboration with Department of 
Environment and Forests, Gov-
ernment of Arunachal Pradesh, 
and the Centre for Media Stud-
ies (CMS). The IHCAP and CMS 
have been joining hands to con-
duct series of media workshop 
and fellowships in the Indian 
Himalayan region.

Thanking organisers for 
holding such type workshop on 
an important topic, Felix sug-
gested the organisers to carry 

forward such programmes at 
ground level to create aware-
ness. “Only holding meetings in 
a conference hall will not solve 
any problem”, he observed and 
urged them to evolve a draft on 
the basis of the outcome so that 
the government can prepare a 
policy to save the nature and 
wildlife. While pointing out 
that continuing change in cli-
mate across the world is posing 
threat to the environment and 
society, he appealed the people 
to preserve and protect forest 
to maintain ecological balance.

The three-day programme 
included technical session, field 
visit and media skill develop-
ment. During the three-day 
programme, senior thematic 
experts, scientists and policy-
makers will interact with state 
level journalists from different 
media outlets.

Dimapur, April 10 (EMN): A woman in As-
sam’s Nagaon has chosen love for mother-
land over her love for her son by disowning 
him who had reportedly joined the Kashmir 
terrorist organisation Hizb-ul-Mujahideen.

Tahera Begum has disowned her son, 
Qamer-Uz-Zaman, after he reportedly 
joined the Kashmir terrorist organisation 
Hizb-ul-Mujahideen, ANI report stated. 
Speaking to reporters, Tahera Begum said, 
“The government can do whatever it wants 
to do with him if he has really joined Hizb-
ul-Mujahideen. I will not even accept his 
dead body. We are with the Nation.”

Tahera’s reactions came after a picture 
went viral on social media, which apparent-
ly showed Zaman brandishing an assault 
rifle, even as the veracity of the photograph 
was yet to be confirmed.

On his return to India in 2006 after living 
for four years in the United States, Zaman 
had shifted to Jammu and Kashmir and told 
his family he had set up a business there.
Zaman’s family had filed a missing person 
complaint after he went missing. Assam 
Police have begun probe into the case.

Agartala, April 10 (PTI): 
CPI (M) politburo member 
Prakash Karat today al-
leged that the newly elect-
ed BJP-IPFT government 
in Tripura was trying to 
suppress opposition par-
ties through violence.

Karat today visited Jira-
nia, Khayerpur, Ranirba-
zaar and Mandwai in West 
Tripura district where the 
ruling party workers alleg-
edly attacked members 
and offices of opposition 
Left parties.

“This new government 
is trying to suppress the 

opposition parties through 
violence. There is not a 
single party office which 
is open and functioning in 
the areas that I have visited 
today,” he claimed.

Some of the party of-
fices were torched, some 
were looted and ransacked 
and a in some cases at-
tempts were made to 
capture them, the former 
CPI(M) general secretary 
said adding that the party 
would not tolerate attacks 
on democracy.

“The picture is same 
in other parts of the 

state,” Karat told report-
ers at the CPI (M) state 
headquarters here after 
visiting the violence af-
fected areas.

Party workers, who are 
terrorised by attacks in 
different parts of Tripura, 
would be reunited and 
damaged offices would be 
restored and re-opened 
shortly, Karat said.

The BJP-Indigenous 
People’s Front of Tripura 
(IPFT) combine came to 
power last month in a land-
slide victory ending the 25 
years of Left rule.

Shillong, April 10 (PTI): 
Four persons, including 
three women, were killed 
and six others were injured 
when the taxi they were 
travelling in was hit by a 
truck in Meghalaya’s Ri-
Bhoi district on April 9, 
police said.

The accident took place 
at around 8 am at Mawpun 
village near Umroi on the 
Shillong By-pass, they said.

“We have recovered 
the bodies of four persons 
from the accident site. Both 
the vehicles have been 
seized,” a senior district 
police officer told PTI.

The identities of the de-
ceased are yet to be known, 
they said.

Imphal, April 10 (IANS): 
A 32-hour general strike 
called by a Muslim body 
in Manipur on Tuesday 
disrupted normal life in the 
state, officials said.

The strike, called by 
the All Manipur Muslim 
Organisations Coordi-
nating Committee (AM-
MOCC) from 6 a.m., was 
a complete success in the 
Muslim-dominated areas.  
No vehicular movement 
was allowed along Imphal-
Ukhrul highway in Imphal 
East district as the people 
were protesting against the 

shifting of the hospital site 
from Sagolmang to Keirao. 

Manipur chief minister 
N Biren Singh said: “The 
government is evicting il-
legal encroachers at re-
served forest areas near the 
Nomaiching mountain. 
The authority shall evict all 
encroachers irrespective of 
community.” “It is very de-
plorable that some persons 
are talking about commu-
nal politics. Encroachment 
in the reserved forest is 
illegal,” the chief minister 
added. 

He also appealed to the 

AMMOCC not to play com-
munal politics.

Some persons were in-
jured during the protest. 
Police fired several tear 
gas shells to disperse the 
crowd. 

The Sub-Divisional 
Police Officer (SDPO) of 
Moirang police station was 
injured in stone pelting 
by some Muslim youths 
at Kwakta in Bishnupur 
district. 

One elderly woman 
was also rushed to the hos-
pital when she was hit by a 
tear gas canister.

Aizawl, April 10 (PTI): The Mizoram government 
has issued a warning after a number of pigs have 
died during the past one month in some isolated 
places in the state, officials said today.

Though the cause of the death of several 
pigs and piglets were yet to be determined, the 
state did not rule out the outbreak of either 
the Porcine Reproductive and Respiratory 
Syndrome (PRRS) or the classical swine fever, 
an official of the state animal husbandry and 
veterinary department told PTI.

The PRRS disease resulted in the death of 
more than 3,000 pigs and piglets in 2013 and 
more than 5,000 pigs and piglets in 2016.

Dimapur, April 10 (EMN): Seva Bhara-
ti Nagaland (SBN), in collaboration 
with the Hindu Yuva Sanga, has organ-
ised a free medical camp on April 3 in 
the premises of Government Primary 
School, K Sachu Colony, on the theme 
“Swasth rahe hum sab, Swachh rahe 
hum sab.”

A press release from the organisa-
tion stated that altogether 172 pa-
tients were administered free health 
check-up and provided medicines 
for ailment without any cost. The free 
medical camp was led by Dr. Manub-
hai Patel.

Guwahati, April 10 (PTI): 
Assam Governor Jagdish 
Mukhi today urged the 
schools in the state to 
create an “intellectually 
imbued” society for stu-
dents.

Speaking at the clos-
ing ceremony of silver 
jubilee celebrations of 
Maharishi Vidya Mandir 
(MVM) Senior Secondary 
School here, the Gover-
nor said, “I feel the main 
purpose of education is 
to produce good, produc-
tive and conscientious 
citizens. 

I urge upon the teach-
ers to use their noble vo-
cation to churn out good 
and conscientious citi-
zens.” 

Referring to Aristotle, 
who once said that a civi-
lised society is one where 
good people become 
good citizens, Mukhi eve-
ry generation is expected 
to make the society better 
for its children.

“Today’s students are 

very likely to become 
leaders in their chosen 
walks of life tomorrow,” 
he said.

Appreciating the con-
tribution of MVM, the 
governor said the school, 
in the past 25 years, sup-
ported its students by pro-
viding them equal oppor-
tunities and challenges.

Mukhi congratulated 
the faculty members on 
this occasion and said, 
“Teachers play a pivotal 
role in shaping the minds 
of students in their forma-
tive years.” 

The governor also 
lauded the founder of 
Maharishi Vidya Mandir 
Schools, Maharishi Ma-
hesh Yogi, for promoting 
transcendental medita-
tion among young people.

“Transcendental med-
itation is a scientifically 
proved technique, which 
when practiced, helps 
an individual to realise 
his/her full potential,” he 
added.

Shillong, April 10 (PTI): Meghalaya home 
minister James K Sangma today informed 
the Assembly that Assam government 
has been urged to allow completion of 
electrification works in two villages in the 
disputed inter-state border area.

The chief secretary of Meghalaya has 
on March 29 requested his Assam coun-
terpart to instruct the Assam police to 
allow completion of electrification works 
at Mawdiangsnam and Umyiap villages 
in Langpih area of West Khasi Hills district, 
Sangma said.

“A positive response is expected from 
the Assam government soon which will 
ensure a safe and secure atmosphere for 
the labourers to resume the works,” he said 
in reply to a Zero Hour notice raised by K 
S Marbaniang.

Assam police had stopped the elec-
trification work under the Deen Dayal 

Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana on February 
25, the minister said.

The West Khasi Hills district deputy 
commissioner on March 16 ordered for 
resumption of the work but the Assam 
police of Kamrup district stopped it again, 
he said.

The deputy commissioners of West 
Khasi Hills had taken up the matter with 
his Kamrup district counterpart on March 
22 and the Meghalaya chief secretary with 
his Assam counterpart on March 29, James 
said.

Earlier, the construction of an Assam 
police outpost in the disputed Block II 
Ri-Bhoi district of Meghalaya has been 
stopped after the district deputy commis-
sioner and the Meghalaya chief secretary 
requested their Assam counterparts to 
stop the work, the Assembly was informed 
on April 5.

Dimapur, April 10 (EMN): 
A Delhi based All Assa-
mese Students Association 
(AASA) has recently organ-
ised its annual cultural ex-
travaganza ‘Bohagi Utsav’ 
depicting the quintessence 
of bohag or the rongali 
bihu.

Among the three types 
of Bihu, ‘Bohag’ or ‘Ron-
gali’ is celebrated to mark 
the onset of the Assamese 
New Year and the spring 
season.

Hundreds of students 
from the northeast region 
come together at the an-
nual cultural extravaganza. 
AASA has organised the 
event with an aim to ensure 
that the students staying 
away from home do not 
miss out on the festivities.

A UNI report stated 
quoting AASA general sec-

retary Mrigen J Kashyap as 
saying, “I am very happy 
that we are organising our 
10th Bohagi Utsav and it 
is a long journey. We are 
taking forward our seniors 
legacy.”

“To give that homely 
feeling to the students and 
to breach the cultural gap 
between northeast and 
the mainland India is our 
main motto. We showcase 
our different cultures. We 
are happy that we have 
organized the festival in the 
mainland of Delhi Univer-
sity,” he added.

The event started with 
a group of young students, 
dressed in colourful tradi-
tional costumes, present-
ing ‘Mukoli Bihu ‘or open 
Bihu, a traditional Bihu 
dance.

“The indigenous ‘Bihu’ 

tradition is shying away 
and I think it is the genera-
tion gap. 

Young people of this 
generation are not aware 
of our indigenous ‘Bihu’ 
culture so we are focusing 
on to bringing that out 
to the audience,” AASA 
vice president Debashish 
Kashyap.

A dance drama was 
also showcased by a group 
of talented artists, prima-
rily to help the youngsters 
understand the signifi-
cance of ‘Bihu.’

A series of cultural per-
formances by renowned 
Assamese singer Neel Aa-
kash, who belted out some 
hits including ‘Buku hum 
hom Kare’ were also wit-
nessed.

Tribute was paid to leg-
endary singers like Jayanta 

Hazarika, Archana and 
Khagen Mahanta, whose 
contribution has been im-
mense in the field of art 
and culture.

Extraordinary perform-
ances of traditional ‘Bihu’ 
dances such as Jeng Bihu, 
Husori by highly spirited 
boys and girls and Assa-
mese folk dances were ex-
hibited.

Shiv Sarkar, secretary 
of arts and culture society, 
Zakir Hussain College said, 
“It is great to see the As-
sam’s culture so closely. The 
best part of this celebration 
is the unity among the stu-
dents and they are so well 
cultured and traditionally 
rich.”

People from all walks of 
life gathered to experience 
the true culture and spirit 
of Assam.



Mumbai, April 10 (PTI): A doctor has 
accused IndiGo staff of manhandling 
and deboarding him from a Lucknow-
Bengaluru flight after he complained of 
mosquitoes onboard.

Saurabh Rai, a cardiologist, told PTI 
that he would take “legal recourse” soon 
against the airline as well as lodge a 
complaint with the Civil Aviation minis-
try, aviation regulator DGCA and Prime 
M i n i s t e r ’ s Office.

The air-
line claimed 
h o w e v e r 
that Mr. Rai 
was offloaded 
at Lucknow for 
unruly behaviour. It 
alleged that he even at-
tempted to instigate 
other passengers to 
damage the aircraft.

Meanwhile, Civil 
Aviation Minister 
Suresh Prabhu or-
dered an enquiry 
into the matter. “I h a v e 
ordered an enquiry into the incident 
of off-loading passenger Dr Saurabh Rai 
by IndiGo at Lucknow Airport,” Mr. Pra-
bhu tweeted.

This is the second incident in six 
months of an untoward incident involv-
ing IndiGo staff. Last November, a video 
had surfaced of the airline staff alleg-
edly manhandling a passenger on the 
tarmac in the New Delhi.

Recalling the incident, which hap-

pened on Monday, Mr. Rai said that as 
the cabin was full of mosquitoes, he re-
peatedly asked the airline staff if some-
thing can be done to remove them but 
the requests were not entertained.

After the aircraft door was shut, he 
asked whether the crew members can 
arrange some mosquito repellent but 
there was no response. After a few min-
utes, airline personnel rushed towards 
his seat and caught him by his collar be-
fore dragging him to the ramp, Mr. 

Rai claimed.
“ A f t e r 

that 
they deboarded 
me... then they told 
me that I can fly only if I 
tender an apology,” he said 
over telephone, adding that in the proc-
ess the flight was also delayed.

According to him, the plane took off 
without him as he refused to apologise 
as demanded by the airline. Mr. Rai said 
he was forced to buy a new ticket and 
also to delete all photographs from his 
phone that were taken inside the air-
craft.
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B.Line:Rishi Chandra, VP of Product Management and GM of Home Products, Google during 
the launch of Google Home and Google Home Mini. in New Delhi on Tuesday.

IndiGo deboards passenger after 
he complains of mosquitoes

Intra-state e-Way 
bill in 5 states 
from April 15

Panasonic India unveils new 
cameras with 4K video recording

Mahindra Electric, Zoomcar 
partner to offer 100 EVs in Delhi

The Google Assistant-powered ‘Home’ and ‘Home 
Mini’ will take on rival devices like Amazon Echo

Google brings voice-activated 
speakers ‘Home’ to India

New Delhi, April 10 (PTI): Tech gi-
ant Google has launched its voice-
activated speakers ‘Home’ in the 
Indian market, as it looks to take on 
rivals’ devices like Amazon Echo.

The Google Assistant-powered 
‘Home’ and ‘Home Mini’ will be 
priced at ₹ 9,999, and ₹ 4,499, re-
spectively. It will be available online 
exclusively on Flipkart, and in over 
750 retail stores including Reliance 
Digital, Croma and Vijay Sales, 
among others. “These products 
have been customised to match 
the needs of the Indian consumer. 

It understands Indian accents, and 
will respond to users with unique-
ly Indian contexts,” Google VP of 
Product Management and General 
Manager of Home Products Rishi 
Chandra told reporters here.

He added that Google has part-
nered with firms like Saavn, Gaana, 
India Today and Aaj Tak, among 
others to stream content through 
the speakers.

Mr. Chandra said the company 
is looking at bringing in support for 
Hindi language to ‘Home’ soon.

Google had launched its ‘As-

New Delhi, April 10 (IANS) Japanese de-
vice manufacturer Panasonic on Tues-
day introduced two new lightweight 
cameras -- Lumix G7 and Lumix G85 
-- in the “Digital Single Lens Mirrorless 
(DSLM)” category with 4K video record-
ing in India.

Lumix G85, priced at Rs 72,990, fea-
tures a splash and dust-proof design 
with dual-image stabilisation and focus 
stacking capacity to support the images 
shot with the post-focus function of the 
camera. “The new LUMIX G7 and G85 
targets the new-age videographers and 
photographers, who are upwardly mo-
bile and are willing to join the 4K revo-
lution,” Gaurav Ghavri, Product Head-
Digital Imaging, Panasonic India, said in 
a statement.

With 4K video recording feature, us-
ers can capture the photos at 30 fps in 
8MP equivalent resolution. The cameras 
also enable 4K live cropping in video 
recording. Lumix G7 will cost Rs 53,990 
(without dual-kit). Both the cameras 
have been designed to prioritise photog-
raphy while travelling, trekking, wildlife 
and adventure purposes.

Lumix G85 is a rugged-design Digital 
Single Lens Mirrorless (DSLM) camera 
with the front structure composed of a 
magnesium alloy.  It is splash and dust-
proof and integrates an OLED Live View 
Finder (LVF) with 2360K-dot high-reso-
lution.  The 16MP “Digital Live MOS Sen-
sor” without “Low Pass” filter combine 
to achieve crisp, high-resolution images 
in detail.

New Delhi, April 10 
(IANS): Mahindra Electric 
on Tuesday announced 
its partnership with self-
drive rental platform 
Zoomcar, as part of which 
the electric vehicles (EV) 
maker will offer 100 of its 
e20 plus EVs on the latter’s 
platform in the capital.

The electric mobility 
arm of automobile ma-

jor Mahindra & Mahin-
dra said the agreement 
is aimed at promoting 
shared and cleaner mo-
bility.

“Mahindra’s commit-
ment towards electric 
mobility continues. Our 
aim is to make EVs more 
mass adaptable in In-
dia in public transport, 
shared mobility and per-

sonal vehicles,” Mahindra 
Electric Chief Executive 
Mahesh Babu told report-
ers here.

The EVs under the 
deal are financed as part 
of an agreement between 
Zoomcar and Mahin-
dra Finance. Apart the 
e2o plus, Mahindra also 
makes the e-Verito and e-
Supro model EVs.

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 10th April’ 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M- 64/18/2334-35 Notice is hereby given that Shri. Mezhavi 
Ltu Angami -v- Shri. Methaho  resident of Kuda ‘C’ Khel, 
Nagarjan Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have 
applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & 
should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 10/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Shri. Mezhavi Ltu Angami
Village/Block No: Nagarjan, Patta No: 306
Dag No: 436, Area: 00B-01K-09Ls
North: Kidima Community, South: Imdangkaba,  
East: Bendang, West: Bendang

NOTICE

D-5238

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 10th April’18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-68/18/350-51  Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti S. Lima Meren Ao -v- Kiti Longkumer resident of 
Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have 
applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
10/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: S. Lima Meren Ao
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri, Patta No: 220
Dag No: 1087, Area: 00-02-13

NOTICE

D-5241

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 10th April’18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-69/18/352-53  Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti S. Lima Meren Ao -v- Lanusama resident of Dimapur 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 
50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
10/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: S. Lima Meren Ao
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri, Patta No: 220
Dag No: 1087, Area: 00-01-08

NOTICE

D-5242

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR 
DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 10th April 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO: REV-1/90-D/  / Notice is hereby given 
that Shri/Smti Visakhonuo Kikon resident of 
Dimapur who has applied for issue of mortgage 
clearance concerning to Patta No.1343, Dag 
No.922/1442 measuring an area of 00-03-03 
located at Block No/Village.05,  Mouza No.02. Which 
has been mortgage in the NIDC Bank/Society.

Claims & Objection if any on the aforesaid land 
may be submitted in written in the Court of the 
undersigned on or before 17/04/18.

NOTICE

D-5243

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 10th April’ 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M-67/18/348-49  Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti Kughatho Achumi -v- Avito Achumi resident of Dimapur 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 
50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
10/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Kughatho Achumi
Village/Block No: 04, Patta No: 406
Dag No: 563, Area: 00-01-12

NOTICE

D-5240 

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER, DIMAPUR, NAGALAND 

Ph-03862-248562; Fax: 03862-248050 email: sushilkrpatel@yahoo.co.in.

Dated, Dimapur the 9th April’2018 

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No.GEN-3/CR/2017-D/306-08 Consequent upon receipt 
of an application for the recognition of Lhomithi Colony 
under Dimapur Municipal Council of Dimapur District and on 
completion of all formalities for the recognition of the concerned 
Colony, notice is hereby given to all the General Public of the area 
for claims and objection if any within 30 (thirty) days from the 
date of publication of this notice. 
No complain/objection will be entertain after the stipulated time 
under any circumstances. 
The proposed boundaries of the village is as under: 
NORTH: NAGA GAON, Y. ZHIMO COLONY, RIO COLONY, 
FOREST COLONY. 
SOUTH- SIGNAL ANGAMI, KEVIJAU COLONY. 
EAST - SEMA TILLA COLONY, KEVIJAU COLONY WEST- VIOLA 
COLONY, SIGNAL ANGAMI COLONY 
(SUSHIL KUMAR PATEL) IAS

PRESS RELEASE

D-5239

Graphic Designer - 2 Nos
Salary: At par with 

market (Negotiable)
Contact: 8119062824

8794651977
Location: Kohima

K-1628

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Shri. IMNASUNEP AIER S/O LT. I. AMENLA, Govt. Servant Kohima 
Municipal Council  resident of Upper Bayavü Colony, Kohima  has applied for issue 
of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/
withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late mother- C.P.F, GIS, Leave encashment, 
Family  Pension & other service benefits entitled.  Bank A/C No.1720634033 Central 
Bank of India, Kohima Branch. LIC Policy No.443411846 Edowment Policy, Kohima 
Branch. Who expired on 11-02-2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/93/2018-III Dated Kohima, the 19th March, 2018

KG-2446

Applications are invited for the post of 
Assistant Professors in the following subjects

Education, History, Political Science,
Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics

QUALIFICATION
55% marks at the PG level

Preference will be given to those  
who have cleared the NET or Ph. D.

Applications with Bio-data may  
be submitted in person or 

by e-mail to stjosephc@gmail.com on or 
before 25th April 2018.

Contact No: 9436437544

ST. JOSEPH’S COLLEGE JAKHAMA 
PB NO. 39, KOHIMA, NAGALAND – 797001

K-1629
Principal

Applications are invited for the following posts
Laboratory Assistant for Physics

QUALIFICATION
A minimum of two years post-secondary  

education in Physics 
or a Technologist Diploma (Electrical) 

or B Sc. in Physics preferred for  
Laboratory Assistant.

Applications with Bio-data  
may be submitted in person or 

by e-mail to stjosephc@gmail.com on or 
before 25th April 2018.

Contact No: 9436437544

ST. JOSEPH’S COLLEGE JAKHAMA 
PB NO. 39, KOHIMA, NAGALAND – 797001

K-1630
Principal

Village Council Sovima is carrying out photo Booklet Land 
Certificate till last week of June 2018. Time 10:00 A.m. to 
3:00 P.m. at Village Council Hall Sovima, 3 days in a Week 
i.e., Monday, Wednesday & Friday. 

Therefore Land Certificate holders are requested to 
bring their Land Certificate along with 2 nos recent Pass-
port Photo for the Booklet Land Certificate. Rupees 1000 
will be charged per Land Certificate and also it is to inform 
all the land holders who haven’t obtain their land certifi-
cate yet are compulsory to bring their necessary docu-
ments and register for Booklet Land Certificate. 
 Sd/- 
 (KHRIEKETOULIE) (NEIKHRIEHU KENSE)
 Secretary Chairman
 Village Council Sovima Village Council Sovima 
 Dimapur: Nagaland Dimapur: Nagaland

GENERAL NOTIFICATION

D-5244

All the arrangements are already made to conduct 
JNVST-2018 for admission to Class-VI for the session 2018-19 
on 21st April 2018.  Candidates who have registered for JNVST 
may collect the admit card from the office of the Principal 
JNV Jalukie, Peren.  Discrepancies, if noticed, in the admit 
card may be resolved by contacting the undersigned (Mob. 
No.9436265845) along with copy of the certificate submitted 
for registration and print out of the filled in application which 
was collected after registration.   Help desk is also available at 
JNV.  Contact numbers of the help desk are- 9862040988 & 
8132854334.

JNV representative will be available at the test centers on 
the day of the examination (Saturday the 21/04/2018). 

Name of the location Date & Time Contact No. of the staff

GHSS Peren Town 21/04/2018 9436821949

GHSS Jalukie Town 21/04/2018 9436265845

GHS Athibung 21/04/2018 9862040988

GHS Tening 21/04/2018 9862379980

PRINCIPAL

Conduct of Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya 
Selection Test - 2018 for admission to Class-VI 

(2018-19) on Saturday, 21st April 2018.

DG-735

JAWAHAR NAVODAYA VIDYALAYA 
Jalukie, Distt.- Peren  State-Nagaland

sistant’ in India last year, which 
is now available across Android 
smartphones. Mr. Chandra said the 
voice-based assistant has received 
about 4.5 lakh proposals for mar-
riage in India.

“Google Assistant is available in 
India in Hindi and English. It has 
increasingly become popular in 
India... We have 4.5 lakh marriage 
proposals to Google Assistant from 
India,” Mr. Chandra added.

He explained that voice is be-
coming an increasingly common 
way for computing and its Google 
Assistant goes further than search 
as it understands context.

Mr. Chandra emphasised that 
the device, however, does not 
record any sound passively and 
wakes up only with the voice com-
mand ‘OK Google’, following which 
sound is recorded.

“Users can go to the app and 
manage these, including deletion if 
they want,” he said.

The devices also come with a 
voice match feature that distin-
guishes between different users to 
provide a personalised experience 
to different individuals. It has been 
designed with two microphones 
that utilise a technique called ‘neu-
ral beam forming’ to enable accu-
rate far-field voice recognition.

“Google has simulated hun-
dreds of thousands of noisy envi-
ronments and applied machine 
learning to recognise patterns that 
allow it to filter and separate speech 
from noise,” Mr. Chandra said add-
ing that the speakers have varied 
use cases, right from search queries 
to streaming music to controlling 
lights in the room to managing cal-
enders.

New Delhi, April 10 
(IANS): Encouraged by the 
success of its inter-state 
implementation, the e-
Way bill system for intra-
state movement of goods 
will be implemented for 
Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, 
Andhra Pradesh, Telanga-
na and Kerala from April 
15, the government said 
on Tuesday. The e-Way 
Bill system for all inter-
state movement of goods 
was rolled-out and made 
mandatory from April 1.  
The government said that 
since there have no glitch-
es and that more than 63 
lakh e-Way bills have been 
successfully generated till 
April 9, the system would 
also be implemented for 
intra-state movement of 
goods for five states in the 
first phase. “With the roll-
out of e-Way bill system in 
these states, it is expected 
that trade and industry 
will be further facilitated 
insofar as the transport 
of goods is concerned, 
thereby eventually paving 
the way for a nation-wide 
single e-Way Bill system,” 
the Finance Ministry said 
in a statement. While an-
nouncing the rollout for 
the inter-state e-Way bill, 
Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley had last month 
said that based on the 
performance, the system 
would be rolled out for the 
intra-state movement of 
goods as well in a phased 
manner with four to five 
states coming under it 
every week.
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In Need of Offices
N

agaland state was inaugurated as the 16th 
state of India on Dec.1, 1963 pursuant to the 
passing of the state of Nagaland Act in 1962 
by the Parliament of India. The statehood 

was the culmination of the agreement after a series of 
negotiations, starting with the signing of the 16-point 
agreement in 1960.

Among the 16 clauses of the agreement, along those 
that dealt with the nomenclature and administration 
there were some notable clauses that significantly dif-
ferentiated the proposed state of Nagaland from the 
other states in India. The most unique feature was that 
the ministry in-charge of Nagaland would be under 
the Ministry of External Affairs of the country. This was 
unique because it indicated that although Nagaland 
was a state under India there was a special agreement 
between two entities, if not equals, resulting in the 
statehood.

There was another clause wherein it was agreed that 
the Legislative Assembly would be constituted by elect-
ed and nominated members as may be deemed nec-
essary representing different tribes. However elections 
were conducted in the hurriedly delimited 40 constitu-
encies just a few months after the attainment of state-
hood like any other state in India. The other forms of 
representation was never tried nor tested and now the 
state currently has 60 constituencies, technically to en-
able better representation among the tribes. It is but 
contradictory that at present some of the minor tribes, 
although recognised, have no elected representatives.

Another important clause of the agreement was the 
need for the Government of India to pay out of the con-
solidated fund of Nagaland and other grant-in-aids to 
meet the administrative costs of the state.

While some clauses are yet to be fulfilled till date, 
some were discarded only after a few years on the 
pretext of one thing or the other. It all started with the 
transfer of the ministry in-charge from Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs to the Home Ministry in 1972. The then as-
sembly led by the NNO government should have been 
made answerable. Probably by then any opposition to 
the government was already dichotomised between 
nationalists and pro-underground and somehow it 
was quietly accepted by the then Cabinet. Further, the 
special fund that serviced the debt of the state was also 
conveniently removed by 1989. Since then the state 
has been unable to plug its deficits during successive 
governments, regardless of the party in power. Next to 
the creation of the state, the next biggest enactment 
was the amendment of the constitution to add Article 
371(A). The main idea behind this article was already 
contained in Clauses 7 and 8 of the 16-point agreement 
except that the Naga Tribunal, meant for arbitration of 
cases decided according to customary laws, was never 
implemented. The one article with provisions to pro-
tect religion, customs, traditions and ownership of land 
and resources, instead became the bone of contention 
amongst the Nagas themselves. Article 371(A) is misin-
terpreted and misused against one another and the liti-
gations based on it is unending. There is an unabashed 
Naga saying that everyone in Nagaland can these days 
cook Article 371(A). While on the other hand the many 
other clauses that protected the state’s interests as a 
whole were slowly taken off without much resistance 
from the grassroots.

Even at present the state is in a dilemma because 
the practice in Nagaland of representational form of al-
lotting portfolios based on one’s district and tribe has 
been restricted. The 91st amendment of the constitu-
tion restricts the council of ministers to be not more 
than 15% of the total strength of the House. The lead-
ers were recently elected, but only 12 could get cabinet 
berths. It is a lesson well learned for our leaders that 
they need to be equally competent in macro manage-
ment just as they are good at micro management— 
electoral politics.

Nikhita Jain | thewire.in

The name of Jesus is the powerful prayer 
that leads us into His mighty presence.

My friend called me late one night during her can-
cer treatment. Grieved by her uncontrollable 
sobs, I soon added my own tears and a silent 

prayer. What am I supposed to do, Lord?
Her wails squeezed my heart. I couldn’t stop her 

pain, fix her situation, or find one intelligible word of 
encouragement. But I knew who could help. As I wept 
with my friend, stumbling through a prayer, I whispered 
repeatedly, “Jesus. Jesus. Jesus.”

Her cries quieted to sniffs and whimpers, until her 
breathing slowed. Her husband’s voice startled me. 
“She’s asleep,” he said. “We’ll call tomorrow.”

I hung up, weeping prayers into my pillow.
The apostle Mark shares a story of another person 

who wanted to help his loved one. A desperate father 
brought his suffering son to Jesus (Mark 9:17). Doubt 
clung to his plea, as he reiterated the impossibility of 
their circumstances (vv. 20–22) and acknowledged his 
need for Jesus to empower his belief (v. 24). The father 
and son experienced freedom, hope, and peace when 
Jesus stepped in and took control (vv. 25–27).

When loved ones are hurting, it’s natural to want to 
do the right things and say the perfect words. But Christ 
is the only One who can truly help us. When we call on 
the name of Jesus, He can enable us to believe and rely 
on the power of His presence.

Jesus. Jesus. Jesus. Oh, how we need You, Jesus.

DAILY
PATH

Only by Prayer
BIBLE READ:   MARK 9:14–29 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Everything is possible for one who believes.   
~  Mark 9:23

Ambrose .J. Chakre

The Importance of Protecting 
Ourselves Against False Doctrines

Zinc Oxide in Canned Foods May Damage Your Digestive System

Taking Cinema Out of Expensive Halls

112-year-old Japanese 
Certified as World’s Oldest Man

ALS, Rare Dementia Share Genetic Link — Study

Watch your life and doctrine 
closely. Preserve in them, 

because if you do, you will save 
both yourself and your hearers.

1 Timothy 4:16

I
n this age of godlessness, 
every believer should be 
well equipped to confront 
the forces of evil which 

threatens the salvation of many. 
Many self proclaimed ‘man of 
God’ speaks in angelic voices 
whose doctrine differs from the 
true gospel. Satan’s main objec-
tive is to create confusion and 
disunity among the believers. 
The crisis is presently prevalent 
in the Church of Christ. In ad-
dition to these problems many 
sects and cults are making their 
presence felt through out the 
world through books, movies 
and through various means of 

deception. It is clearly written 
in the Bible that false prophets 
shall arise, if possible deceiving 
even the elect.

The scripture states “But 
there were also false prophets 
among the people, just as there 
will be false teachers among 
you. They will secretly intro-
duce destructive heresies, even 
denying the sovereign Lord who 
bought them- bringing swift de-
struction on themselves. Many 
will follow their shameful ways 
and will bring the way of truth 
into disrepute. In their greed, 
those teachers will exploit you 
with stories they have made 
up. Their condemnation has 
long been hanging over them, 
and their destruction has not 
been sleeping. 2nd Peter 2:1-3. 
The fulfillment of the written 
prophetic words is now on the 
verge of completion. Those 
sons and daughters of Satan 

will be paid back with harm for 
the harm they have done. They 
preach in a sweet voice but the 
motive of their sermon is to 
promote their own set of doc-
trines and beliefs. 

In order to protect our-
selves and our churches from 
the waves of false doctrines 
and beliefs, it is important that 
we equip ourselves with the 
knowledge of the truth. If our 
lives are deep rooted in Christ, 
the deceitfulness of the world 
will not lead us astray.

The leaders of our churches, 
the preachers and all the faith-
ful ones of God should always 
be careful lest the evil one takes 
advantage of them. Our life 
should be akin to that of Christ. 
The Word says “Watch your life 
and doctrine closely. Perserve 
in them, because if you do, you 
will save both yourself and your 
hearers. 1 Timothy 4:16 The 

sacred words which we teach 
people should be done prayer-
fully. As our desire is to love God 
with all of our life, we should 
also meditate on His Word at all 
times. Our spiritual leaders has 
a huge task at hand to protect 
themselves and all the follow-
ers of Christ by safeguarding all 
that is being revealed to them. 
God forbid that any of my read-
ers should be duped by the en-
emy. It is essentially important 
that we study His Word at all 
times, pray at all times and seek 
Him at all times. Sometimes in 
our quest to know the truth, we 
can also go scripturally wrong if 
we are not guided by the Holy 
Spirit. In view of this it is im-
portant that we first be taught 
before we venture out to teach 
others.

Often, we are quick to ap-
preciate without actually 
knowing the meaning of what 

is been said or written. We may 
even destroy our own lives by 
believing in something that 
is not scriptural. It is not my 
desire that you be skeptical 
of everything. Rather it is my 
intention that you be equip 
better with the Word of truth. 
The moment we stop medi-
tating on His Word, we will be 
more vulnerable to the arrows 
of deception which the devil 
uses against us. Keep the Word 
in your heart and pray at all 
times. Let the blood of Christ 
cover you and your loved ones. 
Your prayers are important as 
the purpose of your existence. 
Hold firm to what is now yours. 
The Church of Christ needs you 
to increase its members. Join us 
as we fight against our com-
mon enemy. We are assured 
of victory through Christ. And 
we shall be victorious through 
Christ. The power is on us.

T
he next time you opt for canned 
foods such as corn, tuna, as-
paragus or chicken, think twice. 
They may contain zinc oxide 

that can potentially damage your diges-
tive system, warn researchers.

The findings showed that nanopar-
ticles of zinc oxide present in the lining 
of certain canned goods, usually consid-
ered good for its antimicrobial proper-
ties and preventing staining of sulfur-
producing foods, may negatively affect 
the way in which human digestive tract 
operates. 

“We found that zinc oxide (ZnO) na-
noparticles at doses that are relevant to 
what you might normally eat in a meal 
or a day can change the way that your 
intestine absorbs nutrients or your in-
testinal cell gene and protein expres-
sion,” said Gretchen Mahler, Associate 
Professor at the Binghamton University 
in the New York.

Researchers found that canned food 
contained 100 times the daily dietary al-
lowance of zinc. 

“They tend to settle onto the cells 
representing the gastrointestinal tract 

and cause remodelling or loss of the 
microvilli, which are tiny projections on 
the surface of the intestinal absorptive 
cells that help to increase the surface 
area available for absorption,” Mahler 
added.

This loss of surface area tends to re-
sult in a decrease in nutrient absorption.

Some of the nanoparticles also 
cause pro-inflammatory signaling at 
high doses, and this can increase the 
permeability of the intestinal model, the 
researcher said. 

In other words, it can even allow the 

passage of compounds that are not sup-
posed to pass through into the blood-
stream.

The study, published in the journal 
Food & Function, looked at how many 
particles might be transferred into the 
canned food.

“Our model shows that the nano-
particles do have effects on our in vitro 
model, and that understanding how 
they affect gut function is an impor-
tant area of study for consumer safety,” 
Mahler said. 

Source: IANS

M
artin Scorsese famously 
said, “Cinema is a matter 
of what’s in the frame and 
what’s out.” If Scorsese 

had visited India, he might have said, 
cinema is a matter of who is inside the 
hall and who isn’t. With corporate con-
trol over film distribution and film fes-
tivals, cinema has become a matter of 
access – access to the few. Enter Chalti 
Tasveerein.

Chalti Tasveerein, a travelling film 
festival, aimed to produce and show-
case films to create a “people’s cinema”. 
The 45-day festival screened documen-
taries, experimental cinema and feature 
films across seven states in north India – 
Delhi, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Ra-
jasthan, Gujarat and Haryana between 
February 14 and March 31, 2018. The 
festival was a step towards democra-
tising cinema – moving past the main-
stream and into a different kind of cine-
ma-going experience.

“One of the mottos of the festivals is 
‘free the film and the filmmaker’. Free 
the films from the confines of the malls, 
the film festivals and academic spaces, 
which are very privileged spaces in 
themselves,” said Aswathy Senan, the 
coordinator for Chalti Tasveerein.

The film festival has moved to pro-
vide cinema access to a broader audi-
ence, one settled in the smaller towns of 
India. “Earlier there used to be smaller 
film clubs in localities, which were ini-
tiated by the local library or some local 
enthusiast or even smaller cinemas,” 
Senan said. “The smaller towns have 
now all closed cinema houses down 
because people have stopped going to 
cinema halls, because they have a TV at 
home or it is too expensive.”

Chalti Tasveerein travelled with a 
projector and a screen in hand, and 
daris to replace cushy cinema hall seats, 
to bring back (albeit a slightly new and 
desi version of) the good old drive-in 
cinema.

The festival isn’t solely making mov-
ies available to an otherwise neglected 
audience – a thorough vetting process 
is involved in the curation process. Be-
fore they set out, 30 volunteers from the 
seven states were called to do a work-
shop with the Chalti Tasveerein advisory 
committee.

“It was important for us to under-
stand what kind of cinema would work 
where and what was their feedback,” 
Senan said. “It was also important that 
some of the people from the commu-
nity were trained to do something like 
this, because it is not about us going and 
doing these festivals, it’s about them be-
ing more involved in the process.”

Chalti Tasveerein is working to 
change the relationship that people 
have with cinema at a grassroots level. 
The selection of 100 films in their roster 

comprises an impressive mix of anima-
tion films, documentaries, music vid-
eos, news videos and mixed films. The 
local volunteers were taught how to 
screen films and facilitate a discussion 
post the screening.

“Cinema watching on a big screen is 
a different experience and it’s very im-
portant to get the full relevance of the 
cinema. So when you are restricting the 
access to a certain audience who belong 
to a particular class, economic status or 
region for that matter, you are by default 
restricting cinema,” Senan said.

Cinema has been known to be a 
revolutionary force and the lynchpin of 
social change. Given that illiteracy is still 
rampant in India, cinema has a unique 
ability to reach a wide audience. “Most 
of the films we have curated are about 
human rights etc. So instead of having 
speeches and meetings or awareness 
programmes, we were hoping that we 
would have the community sit together 
and watch these films together and have 
discussions around that (human rights 
issues),” Senan explained. “It doesn’t 

M
asazo Nonaka, a 
112-year-old Japa-
nese man residing 
in the country’s 

northernmost prefecture of 
Hokkaido, was recognised as 
the world’s oldest living male, 
Guinness World Records said 
on Tuesday.

Born on July 25, 1905, 
Nonaka received a certificate 
from Guinness World Records, 
Xinhua news agency reported 
citing the local media. He was 
also presented with an award 
and a cake from the Mayor of 
the Ashoro town where he was 
born and lives currently with 
his family.

Nonaka said he enjoys 
watching sumo wrestling on 
TV and listening to music. His 
home is also a hot spring inn 
dating back more than a cen-
tury that Nonaka used to run 
with his wife. 

“Nonaka’s achievement is 

remarkable,” Guinness World 
Records’ editor-in-chief Craig 
Glenday said, adding, “he can 
teach us all an important les-
son about the value of life and 
how to stretch the limits of hu-
man longevity”.

Koki Kurohata, Nonaka’s 
great-grandson said: “He has 
not been receiving nursing 
care at a facility and has a clear 
brain. He’s really amazing.”

His granddaughter Yuko 
said that her grandfather en-
joys relaxing in the hot spring 
once a week and has a sweet 
tooth.

Following the death of Ja-
maican Violet Brown aged 
117 in September 2017, Nabi 
Tajima, a 117-year-old Japa-
nese resident of Kagoshima 
Prefecture, was likely to be 
recognized by Guinness World 
Records as the world’s oldest 
living woman.

Source: IANS

R
esearchers have identified genetic links 
between a fatal neuromuscular disor-
der and a rare form of dementia that 
may help in potential treatment for 

both disorders.
Nearly half of all patients with amyotrophic 

lateral sclerosis (ALS), a disease that primarily 
affects movement, also develop cognitive prob-
lems that affect memory and thinking -- known 
as frontotemporal dementia.

ALS initially damages neurons in the spinal 
cord while frontotemporal dementia is marked 
by deterioration in behaviour and personality, 
language disturbances and poor impulse con-
trol, mainly affects neurons in the brain.

The researchers, in the paper published in 
the journal JAMA Neurology, identified a com-
mon variant near the MAPT gene, which makes 
the tau protein -- associated with diseases in-
cluding frontotemporal dementia and Alzhe-
imer’s. But the gene hadn’t been linked to ALS.

“This is one of the first genetic connections 
between ALS and MAPT,” said lead author Ce-
leste M. Karch, Assistant Professor at Washing-
ton University School of Medicine in St. Louis. 

“Rare mutations and common variations 
in MAPT can increase risk for diseases that in-
volve the tau protein, but now we’ve shown that 
some of the same, common gene variants also 

increase risk of ALS. 
“We don’t think about the tau protein in ALS 

as we do with Alzheimer’s and other so-called 
tauopathies, but these findings raise the possi-
bility that tau-mediated therapies may be use-
ful in treating some ALS patients,” Karch said. 

Further, the team also found that variants in 
BNIP1, which normally plays an important role 
in protecting against cell death, increased the 
risk of both ALS and frontotemporal dementia. 

The levels of the protein made by BNIP1 
gene were altered in people who had ALS and 
in patients with frontotemporal dementia, sug-
gesting that BNIP1 may be a potential thera-
peutic target for both disorders.

“Identifying these genes connected to both 
disorders is important because, potentially, the 
shared genetic risk may point to common path-
ways that could be targeted therapeutically, 
raising the possibility that we might be able to 
treat the two devastating diseases with a single 
strategy,” Karch said.

For the study, the team included 125,000 
individuals with various neurological disorders 
-- such as ALS, frontotemporal dementia, Alzhe-
imer’s disease and Parkinson’s disease -- as well 
as healthy control subjects of the same age rang-
es. Patients ranged in age from their 50s to 70s.

Source: IANS

have to be relevant to their struggle at 
that point in time but it is about some-
thing. It is empowering for people to 
know that this kind of struggle is hap-
pening all over.”

The power of the digital media and 
the necessity of documentation is a key 
take away for spectators of Chalti Tas-
veerein. “In Rajasthan, one of the places 
that we went to had a huge dharna (pro-
test) and some of the volunteers took 
out their phones and documented it,” 
Senan said. “When you are exposed to 
the differed kind of documentation that 
has happened, with a smartphone on 
social media, it (documentation) be-
comes a really powerful tool of resist-
ance as well.”

Chalti Tasveerein has had its first 
successful odyssey around northern 
states and is hopeful about continu-
ing the journey. While the festival is 
financed through donations and fund-
raising exercises, the eventual plan is for 
local communities to sustain cinema-
related activities on their own.

“The response in most places has 
been very reassuring and some of the 
places have even said that they will start 
film clubs, that they’ll start screening 
films. They bought our booklet for Rs 
30, which is a form of fundraising for us, 
and said that they will watch the movies 
in the booklet on a weekly basis,” Senan 
said.

Chalti Tasveerein hopes to create 
a free space outside the mainstream 
where people can talk and exchange 
ideas, changing and challenging the 
consumerist cinema culture of today.

“Now the cinema is moving to the 
malls, which gets very expensive so 
people below an economic and social 
location do not get access to even main-
stream cinema, leave alone alternate 
cinema,” Senan said, adding, “So this 
idea is simple – to think of a new dis-
tribution pattern for cinema and chal-
lenge the existing one.”
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The Bateke Plateau National Park is situated at the transition between forest and savannah habitats. It provides breathtaking views of narrow stretches of forest along 
the Mpassa river reaching out into the savannah. Daniela Hedwig
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You’ve been jug-
gling career, romance, and creative interests 
for the past year, Aries. This is apt to contin-
ue. However, you could find yourself build-

ing a new career involving writing or speaking, perhaps 
in addition to your current career. You’re also apt to de-
velop a vigorous interest in improving your health. You 
could make a powerful effort to change your diet and 
exercise habits. Good luck with it all!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Ingenuity blos-
soms when you make the effort to do a little 
writing, Taurus, perhaps technical manuals 
or other professionally oriented projects. 

This could represent a new stage in your professional 
life. You’re apt to do well and attract considerable at-
tention from higher-ups. Don’t get too caught up in the 
need to revise, edit, then revise and edit again. It will 
only take up time, and it’s possible to do too much re-
writing.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Are you consider-
ing moving to a new residence, redecorating, 
or making some home improvements, Gem-
ini? If so, this is a good time to do it. These 

types of projects promise to go well, so don’t let doubt 
get in your way. Explore every possibility, consider all 
the pros and cons, and then if it looks like it’s going to 
work, go for it!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You might need 
to make a lot of phone calls and get through 
some lingering paperwork today, Cancer. A 
business partner or friend could be instru-

mental in helping clear up some loose ends that have 
been left hanging. Be sure you get any leftover work out 
of the way, because soon you’ll probably be even busi-
er. If you get bored, remember that success lies ahead. 
Good luck!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): If you’ve been wor-
rying about having spent too much recently, 
Leo, the astral configuration indicates you 
should be able to put those worries behind 

you. There are plenty of opportunities that could bring 
increased income, possibly a new job, even a new ca-
reer. A lot of phone calls, emails, or other communica-
tions could bring news of these possibilities your way. 
Be sure to record the ones that seem most promising.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Communication 
takes a prominent place in your life today, Vir-
go. Your practical, direct, and down-to-Earth 
manner can be very impressive. You’re known 

for succeeding where others have failed. This isn’t lost 
on those above you on the hierarchical ladder. And 
they know that you aren’t easily fooled. Expect steady 
personal and professional progress and a great boost 
to your self-confidence!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You could be sur-
rounded by secrets, Libra. A number of col-
leagues might be leaving to pursue new op-
portunities, and you could wonder if there’s 

a reason for it that escapes you. It might even have 
you reevaluating whether or not you should stay put! 
However, don’t panic because others leave. If there are 
things about your job that bother you, by all means 
consider your options.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): A phone call 
or email from a friend could open up new 
career possibilities for you, Scorpio, perhaps 
involving the communications industry. 

Tales of people who have hit it big in this field could be 
circulating widely, but you should carefully consider all 
the aspects of any new option before jumping in. You 
don’t want to have any regrets about your decision lat-
er. Think about it!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Communi-
cation of all sorts could be vital to you today, 
Sagittarius. You might spend much of the day 
on the phone organizing an important event 

or perhaps clearing up a misunderstanding. This could 
make it a rather stressful day. It might be one of those 
days you just need to get through. Give yourself a bit of 
solitary downtime tonight to counterbalance the busy 
energy of the day.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Your out-
look is apt to be optimistic, enthusiastic, and 
practical, Capricorn! You have both creative 
and workable ideas. They’re likely to lead to 

success, although it could take considerable time and 
effort to make it happen. Communication with col-
leagues is likely to be open, honest, and very dynamic 
as projects and enterprises take on a life of their own. 
Work hard, make it happen, and enjoy the journey!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Tending to 
paperwork could take up much of your time 
today, Aquarius. A lot could be riding on your 
careful planning and projections, so you’re 

probably taking it very seriously. Nonetheless, don’t be 
intimidated. Trust your instincts. You know what you’re 
doing. Be very thorough, check everything over care-
fully, then put your plan into action and wait for it to 
bear fruit!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  Communication 
between you and either a business or roman-
tic partner should get a fresh start today, Pi-
sces. You’ve gotten to know each other better 

and feel more comfortable being honest and open with 
each other than before. All signs are that any partner-
ships begun, renewed, or confirmed today are likely to 
be successful and profitable. Bear this in mind in future 
months when you hit the rough spots!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Fabian V. Filipp | The Conversation 

Daniela Hedwig | The Conversation 

Sure, Cancer Mutates, But it Has Other Ways to Resist Treatment

Caught on Camera: Large Mammals Are Back in Gabon’s Batéké Park

B
ecause of advances in 
drug design and precision 
medicine, researchers have 
been able to target certain 

molecules within a cell at the root 
of a particular disease and to devel-
op specific therapies to undo their 
damages. Today, precision targeting 
combines therapy decisions with 
molecular insights to offer hope af-
ter a life-changing cancer diagnosis.

But there’s a dark side to cancer-
killing drugs designed to match 
distinct cancer mutations like a 
key into a lock. Some cancers that 
initially respond to targeted chem-
otherapy become treatment-resist-
ant – and the drug itself may not be 
the culprit.

New research helps explain how 
therapy-resistant cancers arise, 
findings with important implica-
tions for the future of cancer ther-
apy. It shows how hidden, subtle 
layers of regulation – epigenetics – 
control the activity of genes to pro-
duce drug-resistant surviving cells.

A common feature of cancer 
across many tumor types is that 
patients fall back into the state of 
illness after apparent recovery. My 
cancer systems biology team at the 
University of California, Merced, is 
tackling diagnosis and treatment 
of therapy-resistant cancers by elu-
cidating the network of changes 
within cells as a way to identify new 
drug targets and circumvent cancer 
resistance.

A hidden layer of regulation

It is well established that cancer is 
a disease of our genes. However, re-
sistance to therapy might go beyond 
cancer mutations that usually alter 
the function of genes. It may not be 
new mutations that are causing re-
sistance to drugs. The DNA can stay 
the same, but cancer cells adapt to 
therapy and outsmart the drugs by 
switching their gene activity.

While such adaptations do not 
affect the DNA itself, a hidden layer 
of regulation controlling the activ-
ity of genes – epigenetic signals – is 
responsible for whether cancer cells 
survive or not, despite the drug a 
patient is taking. By targeting this 
hidden program, one can overcome 
deadly cancer resistance.

Cancer systems biology reveal 
new targets and challenges
To understand how cancer be-
comes treatment-resistant, my 
research team at the Systems Biol-
ogy and Cancer Metabolism Lab at 
UC Merced compared genetic and 
metabolic pathways in treatment-
responsive and treatment-resistant 
melanomas. Melanoma is a cancer 
that originates in melanocytes, the 
cells that produce the skin-color 
pigment melanin. Though not the 
most common form of skin cancer, 
melanoma is the most aggressive. 
And if it’s not caught and treated 
early, it’s also among the deadliest.

Acquired resistance beyond 
mutations

Cancer can be triggered by differ-
ent causes. Melanoma is usually 
induced by the sun, by dangerous 
ultraviolet light damage. In the ma-
jority of cases, UV damage leaves 
a unique mutational footprint be-
hind and as a result unstoppable 
cell proliferation is induced.

UV damage gives rise to point 
mutations – changes in a single let-
ter of the 3 billion letter human ge-
nome. These mutations can inter-
fere with signals that tell cells when 

to grow and divide and when to 
stop. Mutations in a protein called 
BRAF, a major signaling regulator, 
cause growth signals to be stuck in 
the “on” position and drive cancer 
development.

Though scientists have man-
aged to come up with drugs that 
target and turn off aberrant BRAF 
signaling, cancer cells are clever. 
They learn to adapt to these BRAF-
inhibitors. Today, many patients 
respond to cancer treatment very 

positively at first. However, unfor-
tunately many ultimately develop 
resistance and metastases.

Though chemotherapy might 
kill most of the cancer, tiny popula-
tions of drug-resistant cancer cells 
manage to survive and propagate. 
Unlike the more familiar case of 
antibiotic-resistant bacteria, where 
genetic mutations give rise to resist-
ance, many adaptations in treat-
ment-resistant cancers aren’t the 
result of mutation.

Rewiring of gene expression to 
bypass drug resistance
Instead, cancer cells adapt to thera-
py and outsmart the drugs. Melano-
ma is able circumvent BRAF in-
hibitors not by changing the genes 
themselves, but by changing gene 
activity. Some of the genes with re-
duced activity were supposed to 
be in close communication with 
BRAF and safeguarding its targets, 
the mutated protein that gave rise 
to the cancer and the main target 
of chemotherapy. If essential off 
switches are lost, they can trigger 
the tumor cells to divide despite 
presence of inhibitors.

The resistant cells managed to 
evolve in a way to bypass the sign-
aling blockade or come up with a 
new way to maintain proliferation. 
Genes with increased activity are in 
metabolic pathways that allowed 
cancer cells to bypass BRAF alto-
gether and continue to grow and 
divide. Cancer cells had essentially 
figured out how to survive by rewir-
ing their metabolism in response to 
chemotherapy.

The research explains how tu-
mors evolve and cause cancer 
resistance to drugs designed to 
match the patient’s unique genom-
ic makeup. Daunting as this may 
sound, it actually offers hope to sci-
entists and clinicians who want to 
treat chemo-resistant cancers. The 
research brought forward valuable 
tools that will enable us to catch 
new forms of disease resistance 
before treatment regiments enter 
clinical trials.

M
onitoring mammal species is 
a crucial conservation tool. 
This is particularly true in eco-
logical transition zones – geo-

graphical areas in which different habitats, 
like grassland and forest, meet and merge 
into one another.

These zones are frequent hotspots of 
mammal species diversity because they 
do not only contain species typical for 
specific habitat types, but often also ad-
ditional highly adaptable species. But in 
zones of ecological transition animals can 
find themselves at the edge of the habi-
tat type most suitable to them. The result 
is that there are often fewer of them and 
they have reduced genetic variability. This 
makes them less resilient than core popu-
lations.

As such, with ever increasing levels 
of human encroachment and poaching, 
these zones need special attention by con-
servationists to guarantee the survival of 
populations inhabiting in these.

A good example is the stunning, but 
largely overlooked, Batéké Plateau Nation-
al Park in southeastern Gabon. In 2015, a 
systematic camera trap based monitoring 
programme was started by The Aspinall 
Foundation and the Gabonese National 
Parks Agency. Since 1998 they have worked 
together to facilitate the reintroduction of 
the western lowland gorilla in the national 
park. Data were collected in collaboration 
with Panthera, an international NGO dedi-
cated to the conservation of the world’s 
wild cats and the Pan African Program of 
the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary 
Anthropology, which conducted a survey 
investigating the behaviour of chimpan-
zees in the park.

The park is situated at the transition 
between the Gabonese rain forest and 
the savannah-dominated Batéké Plateau 
of the Republic of the Congo. It provides 
breathtaking views of narrow stretches of 
forest along the banks of the Mpassa River 
(so called gallery forests) meandering into 
the savannah. The park once teamed with 

wildlife. But the bushmeat and illegal ivory 
trade along with organised eradication of 
large carnivores had taken its toll on the 
mammal species in the area.

Those that remained appeared to be 
restricted to the gallery forests. Some were 
thought to be close to extinction. For ex-
ample, for decades it was assumed that 
mammals like lion were extinct in the 
park. But the results from the camera trap 
monitoring project give reason for hope 
that wildlife is returning to the park. And 
captured footage provides intriguing in-
sights into the Batéké mammal species 
community.

Astonishing findings
The monitoring programme found 12 
mammal species that are threatened with 
extinction according to the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature.. These 
include chimpanzee, leopard, elephant, 
giant pangolin and western lowland go-
rilla, which were reintroduced to the park 
since 1998.

Notably, the camera traps captured 
species thought to be long extinct or even 
not occurring in the area. For example, 
camera footage in 2015 marked the first 
definitive proof of lion in Gabon. Until 
then the assumption had been that the last 
specimen was shot in 1996. Potential paw 
prints were spotted in 2004. Non-invasive 
efforts were made to collect hair samples. 
Genetic analysis showed that this single 
male lion might be a survivor of the his-
toric Batéké lion population.

Another example involves footage of 
several young mandrills. This suggests that 
emigrating males of this species may ven-
ture out further than previously thought 
in search for new groups and females. 
According to the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature, the distribution of 
mandrills in Gabon is restricted to the east 
by the Ivindo and Ogoue Rivers. Combined 
with interviews with local people, which 
reported that mandrills were once present 
in the north of the park, current observa-
tions suggest that the current species dis-
tribution must be redefined.

More recently, another spectacular dis-

covery took place in 2017. Camera traps 
captured a spotted hyena in Batéké for the 
first time in two decades.

These astonishing findings illustrate 
that large mammals are returning to the 
Batéké Plateau National Park after two 
decades of conservation efforts, initiated 
by The Aspinall Foundation’s gorilla re-
introduction programme. Today, Batéké 
appears to be the only park within the net-
work of protected areas in Gabon where 
the savannah-dwelling serval, jackal and 
bush duiker exist together. It’s also the only 
park with four species of wild cats. The 
national park is also rare because it holds 
large carnivores like lion and spotted hy-
ena. But illegal hunting remains a threat, 
particularly in the southeast of the park.

Intriguingly, the findings also showed 
that the species diversity wasn’t as great 
as might have been expected. With 36 me-
dium to large sized mammal species, the 
park appears to host a smaller number of 
species than the forested protected areas 
of Gabon and Congo. To investigate this, 
researchers took a closer look at the mam-
mal species in the gallery forests.

As the gallery forests reach out into the 
savannah, they may degrade and become 
less suitable for species that are highly 
adapted to living in a forest habitat. But the 
researchers did not find a smaller number 
of species in the gallery forests further in 
the savannah compared to those closer to 
the continuous Gabonese rain forest.

However, it may be possible that the 

narrow gallery forests are simply too small 
to provide sufficient forage to support cer-
tain species. This might explain the strik-
ing absence of mangabey and colobine 
primate species, which are characteristic 
for the African rain forest. Future stud-
ies will need to take into account factors 
like altitude, climate and soil composition 
influencing plant productivity and food 
availability, to understand the local varia-
tion in species richness.

In the meantime, it’s crucial that the 
Batéké Plateau National Park is rigorously 
protected to guarantee the continued sur-
vival and recovery of the fragile commu-
nity of mammals.

(This article was co-authored by Tony 
King of The Aspinall Foundation.)
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Narendra Modi (File Photo)
PTI

 Officials of India and China at ‘Disarmament and Non-Proliferation Dialogue’ in Beijing on Tuesday.
PTI

Security personnel stand outside Rashtriya Janata Dal senior leader Rabri Devi’s residence to control her 
supporters following a CBI raid in Patna on Tuesday.

PTI

Police personnel detain members of Kshatriya Vikas Samith during Bihar Bandh over Scheduled Castes/
Scheduled Tribes reservation issue, in Patna on Tuesday.

PTI

Rajnath Singh

Anti-quota bandh : Partial impact in some statesModi to lead BJP’s fast on April 
12 against Parliament washout 

Vehicle-ramming, lone wolf terror attacks ‘serious challenge’ — Rajnath

CBI questions Lalu’s wife Rabri Devi in IRCTC case

NHRC issues notice to UP government on custodial death

Maharashtra farmer ends life, 
names Modi in suicide note

JCCI to keep away 
from Jammu 
bandh on April 11

India-China disarmament officials meet 
amid stalemate over India’s entry into NSG 

Bhopal/Jaipur/Lucknow, 
April 10 (PTI): A nation-
wide anti-quota bandh 
call on Tuesday received 
mixed reactions with shops 
remaining closed in some 
parts of states such as Mad-
hya Pradesh and Rajasthan 
amidst heavy security ar-
rangements, while internet 
services were restricted in a 
few sensitive areas

Reports from Bihar 
showed attempts to block 
trains, while some schools 
suspended their bus serv-
ices in Bhopal, Madhya 
Pradesh (MP), which was 
the worst hit during the 
April 2 nationwide bandh 
called by Dalit groups with 
at least eight people being 
killed in violent protests

In Rajasthan, which 
was also hit badly during 
the Dalit-convened bandh, 
the state government has 
issued prohibitory orders 
under Section 144 of the 
CrPC and blocked mobile 
internet services in the state 
capital as precautionary 
measure

On Monday, the Union 
Home Ministry had issued 
advisory to all states to beef 
up security and prevent 
violence during the Bharat 
Bandh against caste-based 
reservations in jobs and 
education

The Ministry of Home 
Affairs also said the dis-
tricts magistrates and su-
perintendents of police 
(SPs) would be personally 
held responsible for any 

New Delhi, April 10 (IANS): 
In an unusual action, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
will observe a day-long 
fast on April 12 to protest 
against the washout of the 
second part of Parliament’s 
budget session due to con-
tinious disruptions, which 
the BJP blamed on the Con-
gress.

While BJP President 
Amit Shah will observe a 
hunger strike in Hubli in 
Karnataka, party MPs will 
fast in their constituencies.

“The Prime Minister 
will observe a fast even 
while engaged in his official 
duty and official engage-
ments,” BJP spokesperson 
G.V.L. Narsimha Rao told 
IANS.

Modi’s decision, which 
may be the first time a 
Prime Minister is observ-
ing a fast, will be part of 
the Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
day-long hunger strike that 
day to protest against the 
disruption of Parliament by 
the opposition.

The opposition Con-
gress termed the fast by 
the Prime Minister as a 
“farce” and said he should 
apologise over the way his 
party had “denigrated and 
disrespected” parliament.

“They have disrespect-
ed and denigrated the high-
est temple of democracy. 

Ibrahimpatnam (Telan-
gana), April 10 (PTI): The 
newly-devised terror tech-
niques of using large vehi-
cles to mow down civilians 
and lone wolf attacks pose 
a “serious challenge” to the 
country, Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh said here 
today and asked special 
forces such as the NSG to 
prepare themselves to deal 
with these threats.

Singh arrived in Telan-
gana on a day-long tour 
to inaugurate a 200-acre 
complex of the 28 special 
composite group (SCG) 
of the elite counter-terror 
force National Security 
Guard (NSG) in the Ranga 
Reddy district of the state. 
The campus is about 33-
km from the Rajiv Gandhi 
international airport of 
Hyderabad.

Addressing the offic-
ers of the commando 
force and those from the 
state police, the minister 
said the terrorist minds 
keep on devising and 
adopting “new tactics” to 
unleash death and may-
hem.

“We have seen across 
the globe that a big vehi-
cle is being used by such 
elements to mow down 

Yavatmal (Maharashtra), 
April 10 (IANS): In a ma-
jor embarrassment for 
the state’s ruling Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP), a 
Maharashtra farmer on 
Tuesday ended his life by 
consuming poison in his 
farmland, blaming the 
ruling NDA government 
for his step.

A suicide note was re-
covered from his person in 
which he has named sev-
eral persons starting with 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, and held the govern-
ment for taking the extreme 
step and sought help for his 
family.

The 50-year old farm-
er has been identified as 
Shankar Bhaurao Chayre, 
from Rajurwadi village in 
Yavatmal district, among 
the worst-hit in the coun-
try due to the agrarian dis-
tress.

Nearly 12 hours after 
the incident, the family re-
fused to take over his body 
from the Vasantrao Naik 
Medical College Hospital 
morgue for the last rites.

The family demanded 
that either Modi should 

visit them to understand 
their problems or the state 
government should hand 
over the full compensation 
before they would accept 
the body.

Stunned by the devel-
opment, Vasantrao Naik 
Sheti Swavalamban Mis-
sion (SNSSM) President 
Kishore Tiwari announced 
he will visit the bereaved 
family on Wednesday 
morning.

“ We shall  provide 
an immediate relief of 
Rs 100,000 to the family. 
Chayre leaves behind his 
wife, their three daughters 
(including one married) 
and a son. 

We have decided to 
adopt them by providing 
them full education, or if 
they are already qualified, 
with gainful employment 
to help the family survive,” 
Tiwari told IANS.

However, the rope 
snapped, so he consumed 
poison and fell uncon-
scious, even as some work-
ers rushed him to a local 
hospital in a serious condi-
tion.

The medicos there in-

formed that the case was 
critical and advised them 
to seek help from Yavatmal 
town. He was taken to a 
hospital there but doctors 
declared him dead.

In a crumpled two-page 
handwritten suicide note 
recovered by police, Chay-
re narrated how he had 
sought help from various 
officials in the government, 
including MPs, MLAs, state 
ministers and others but 
was ignored.

He narrated that he had 
a nine-acre farm on which 
he had planted cotton, for 
which he availed a loan 
of Rs 90,000 from a local 
cooperative society and 
Rs 300,000 from a private 
party.

“I have a large debt 
burden, So I am commit-
ting suicide. The Narendra 
Modi government is re-
sponsible,” he said in his 
suicide note.

Besides, other interim 
aid measures announced 
in December have also yet 
to reach the poor farmers, 
“creating a crisis of mega-
proportions in the Mahar-
ashtra farmlands”.

Beijing, April 10 (PTI): In-
dia and China today held 
the fifth round of Disar-
mament and Non-Pro-
liferation Dialogue here, 
a key platform to discuss 
international security and 
disarmament issues amid 
Beijing’s continued efforts 
to block New Delhi’s entry 
into the Nuclear Suppliers 
Group (NSG).

China has been block-
ing India’s entry into the 
elite nuclear club in the last 
two years on the ground 
that it is not a signatory to 
the Nuclear Non-Prolifer-
ation Treaty (NPT) even 
though majority of the 
48-member group sup-
ported New Delhi’s case.

Pakistan, China’s all 
weather ally, too has ap-
plied for NSG membership 
in 2016.

During today’s talks, 
the two sides exchanged 
views on various topics of 
mutual interest, including 
developments related to 
disarmament and non-
proliferation at multilateral 
forums, nuclear issues, role 
of science and technology 
in the context of interna-
tional security and disar-
mament as well as outer 
space, the Indian Embassy 
here said in a statement.

“Both sides underlined 
the importance of the bilat-
eral dialogue as an impor-
tant mechanism between 

the two countries for con-
sultations on important 
issues,” it said, but made 
no reference to India’s NSG 
membership issue.

China has called for a 
two-step approach which 
states that NSG members 
first need to arrive at a set 
of principles for the admis-
sion of non-NPT states into 
the NSG and then move 
forward discussions of spe-
cific cases.

Last December, Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Geng Shuang 
told the media here that 
China’s position on India’s 
entry into the NSG re-
mained “unchanged”.

For its part, India has 
been taking up the issue 
with China at different lev-

els including during the 
meetings between Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and Chinese President Xi 
Jinping.

N S G  m e m b e r s h i p 
along with China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) and Beijing block-
ing moves to list Pakistan-
based Jaish-e-Muhammad 
chief Masood Azhar as ter-
rorist by UN became major 
stumbling blocks in India-
China relations.

Today’s talks were held 
amid new optimism on 
both sides to improve their 
ties after last year’s 73-day 
standoff at Dokalam.

Reports say a number 
of top Indian officials and 
ministers, including Na-
tional Security Advisor Ajit 

Doval, External Affairs Min-
ister Sushma Swaraj and 
Defence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman are expected to 
visit China this month.

Modi too is scheduled 
to take part in the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) summit scheduled 
to be held in Chinese city of 
Qingdao in June.

The Indian delegation 
at today’s talks was led by 
Dr. Pankaj Sharma, Joint 
Secretary (Disarmament 
and International Secu-
rity Affairs) in the Ministry 
of External Affairs while 
the Chinese side was led 
by Wang Qun, Director 
General of Department of 
Arms Control at the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs of 
China.

So Prime Minister should 
publicly say that he is sorry 
that is why he is holding 
this fast on April 12 to ten-
der this apology to various 
sections of India’s popula-
tion,” Congress Communi-
cations incharge Randeep 
Singh Surjewala told re-
porters.

Earlier on Monday, 
Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi led the party’s day-
long fast at the Rajghat in 
Delhi over alleged increas-
ing atrocities on Dalits, 
adivasis, and minorities 
and dubbed the Modi gov-
ernment as “anti-Dalit” 
while vowing to defeat the 
BJP in the 2019 Lok Sabha 
elections.

The fast in Delhi was 
marked by controversies 

as 1984 anti-Sikh riots ac-
cused Congress leaders 
Jagdish Tytler and Sajjan 
Kumar were asked to leave 
the Rajghat before Rahul 
Gandhi’s arrival. Also, a 
picture showing some 
Delhi Congress leaders 
eating “chole bhature” at 
a restaurant before the 
protest -- also held at dis-
trict headquarters by party 
leaders across the country 
to promote harmony in 
society -- went viral on 
social media.

The controversies gave 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
an opportunity to attack 
the Congress, saying the 
main opposition party was 
a “danga master” (master 
of riots) and Tytler and Saj-
jan leaving the stage was its 

“acceptance of guilt”.
On the concluding day 

of the budget session, Par-
liamentary Affairs Minister 
Ananth Kumar had blamed 
the Congress for the disrup-
tions and announced that 
the ruling BJP MPs will sit 
on day-long fasts in their 
respective constituencies 
on April 12 to protest the 
washout of the second half 
of the budget session.

Protesting against the 
disruptions, the BJP had 
earlier announced that 
the National Democrat-
ic Alliance MPs would 
forego salaries along with 
allowances for 23 days 
due to the washout of the 
second half of the budget 
session.

The budget session of 
Parliament started on Janu-
ary 29 and went into a break 
on February 9. The two 
houses met for the sec-
ond half of the session on 
March 5, which concluded 
on Friday.

While the first half of 
the session -- January 31 to 
February 9 -- recorded 134 
per cent productivity in the 
Lok Sabha and 96 per cent 
in the Rajya Sabha, in the 
second-half, from March 5 
to April 6, the lower house 
recorded just four per cent 
productivity and the upper 
house eight per cent.

violence in their area of 
jurisdiction The directive 
came a week after a similar 
protest saw massive vio-
lence in different parts of 
the country leading to the 
death of at least 11 persons

He said that compa-
nies of paramilitary forces 
including BSF and CRPF 
have also been deployed at 
sensitive areas of different 
districts in the state

Markets in the walled 
city area of Jaipur as well as 
in the areas such as Bajaj 
nagar, Barkat Nagar and 
nearby places were not 
open on Tuesday

However, no demon-
stration or rally has taken 
place and the situation 

is quite peaceful. Private 
schools were closed and 
transport vehicles are ply-
ing normally

The authorities in Bho-
pal have announced day-
time curfew in Morena and 
Bhind, besides enforcing 
prohibitory orders under 
Section 144 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code (CrPC) in 
Gwalior, Bhopal, Sagar and 
some other sensitive towns 
of the state to avoid any 
untoward incidents

The state police is also 
keeping a watch on the 
social media,” Madhya 
Pradesh Home Minister 
Bhupendra Singh told re-
porters

Bhopal range Deputy 

Inspector General of Police 
Dharmendra Choudhary 
had said on Monday that 
the social media messages 
were being monitored

In Uttar Pradesh, life 
remained by and large 
normal and officials said 
there was no report of any 
untoward incident from 
anywhere in the state till 
around noonb. Tuesday’s 
anti-quota protest came 
a week after a nationwide 
protest by Dalit groups 
against “dilution” of the SC/
ST (Prevention of Atroci-
ties) Act by the Supreme 
Court, entailing massive 
violence in different parts 
of the country and leading 
to the death of nine people.

people as also lone wolf at-
tacks being carried out by 
them to wreak death and 
destruction,” he said.

“The terrorists are 
adopting cruel and bar-
baric techniques like I 
mentioned. This is a seri-
ous challenge and special 
forces like the NSG should 
prepare themselves to tack-
le these emerging threats,” 
Singh said.

He said the central gov-
ernment is also thinking as 
to how the NSG’s role could 
be “enlarged” vis-a-vis se-
curity challenges faced by 
the country.

Singh said instances 
of civilians being taken as 
shields by terror elements 
has also been noticed and 
the elite counter-terror 

force should enhance its 
technical capabilities and 
capacities in this context.

“Post the 26/11 (2008 
Mumbai terror attacks), 
every agency needs to 
work round-the-clock and 
be vigilant to ensure that 
peace is not breached,” he 
said.

Singh lauded the forces 
for ensuring that no big 
terror incident has taken 
place in the hinterland, 
except in parts of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

“The morale of the ter-
rorists is down but they are 
always looking for chances. 
Hence, you should contin-
uously keep evolving and 
enhancing your tactics,” 
he said.

Terrorism, Singh said, is 

Jammu, April 10 (PTI): 
The Jammu Chamber of 
Commerce and Industries 
(JCCI) today decided to 
keep away from the general 
strike tomorrow called by 
the Jammu Bar Association 
(JBA) over various issues, 
including deportation of 
Rohingyas from Jammu 
and handing over of the 
Kathua rape-and-murder 
case to the CBI.

The Jammu Bar had 
called for a general strike 
in Jammu region on April 
11, claiming support from 
civil society, political parties 
and other bodies, including 
the JCCI.

The JCCI president 
said the Rohingya issue 
was being heard by the 
Supreme court while the 
crime branch investiga-
tion into the Rassana rape-
and-murder case was be-
ing monitored by the high 
court.

Stating that the strike 
call was based on the uni-
lateral decision of the Bar, 
he advised the lawyers’ 
body to reconsider its 
decision and call off the 
strike.

a threat to the entire man-
kind and it is posing new 
challenges globally.

The minister said it was 
being thought, post the 
Mumbai attacks and es-
tablishment of NSGs re-
gional hubs, that the elite 
forces core competence 
will go down, but that has 
not been the case.

The NSG hub inaugu-
rated today by the minister 
is tasked with tackling any 
terror threat in the four 
states of Andhra Pradesh, 
Telangana, Odisha and 
Chhattisgarh.

The hub had been 
shifted from Begumpet 
to this town in the Ranga 
Reddy district few years 
back and the facility has 
infrastructure to house 
about 300 commandos 
and also to train them reg-
ularly.

During the event, NSG 
director General (DG) Su-
deep Lakhtakia said the 
force is continuously en-
hancing its techniques, tac-
tics and strategies to render 
its special task.

The National Security 
Guard was raised in 1984 
as a special federal force 
against terror incidents and 
attacks.

Patna, April 10 (IANS): 
The CBI on Tuesday ques-
tioned former Bihar Chief 
Minister Rabri Devi here in 
connection with its probe 
into alleged irregularities 
in the 2006 IRCTC hotels 
maintenance contract 
case.

Rabri Devi, the wife of 
Rashtriya Janata Dal chief 
Lalu Prasad, was ques-
tioned at her residence 
here. The case pertains to 
the time Lalu Prasad was 
Railway Minister.

In October last year, the 
Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) had ques-
tioned Lalu Prasad and his 
younger son Tejashwi Ya-
dav, a former Deputy Chief 
Minister, in the case at its 
Delhi headquarters. 

The CBI on July 5 filed 
a corruption case against 
Rabri Devi, Lalu Prasad, 
and Tejashwi Yadav for al-
leged irregularities in the al-
lotment of contracts of two 
Indian Railway Catering 
and Tourism Corporation 
(IRCTC) hotels in Ranchi 
and Puri in 2006 to a private 
firm. 

The contracts were 
given to Sujata Hotels, a 
company owned by Vijay 
and Vinay Kochhar -- both 
named in the CBI FIR as 
accused -- in lieu of bribe 
in the form of a three-acre 
commercial plot at a prime 
location in Bihar’s Patna 
district, the CBI said.

Delight Marketing, 
which bought the property 

from the Kochhars, was 
later taken over by Rabri 
Devi and Tejashwi, the CBI 
has alleged. 

Sarla Gupta, wife of 
RJD chief’s close associate 
Prem Chand Gupta and 
a director of Delight Mar-
keting, is a co-accused in 
the case, apart from then 
IRCTC Managing Director 
P.K. Goel.

The Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) is probing 
the money laundering as-
pect in the case and re-
garding which it had on 
July 27 registered a sepa-
rate case following the CBI 
FIR. 

The ED is probing Lalu 
Prasad and others for al-
leged transfer of money 
through shell companies.

New Delhi, April 10 (IANS): Tak-
ing suo motu cognisance of media 
reports on the mysterious death of 
a rape victim’s father in police cus-
tody in Unnao, the NHRC on Tuesday 
asked the Uttar Pradesh government 
to file a detailed report.

The National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) has said the 
allegations, if true, raise serious issue 
of violation of human rights of the 
victim’s family.

The Commission has issued no-
tice to the state’s Chief Secretary and 
Director General of Police, calling 
for a detailed report in the matter, 
including action taken against the de-
linquent police officials, who refused 
to register an FIR.

“All the reports, including health 
screening report of the deceased at 
the time of his admission in the jail 
and medical treatment provided by 
the jail authorities, are to be sent. 

They have been given four weeks to 
respond,” the NHRC said.

The girl’s father was being forced 
to withdraw the case against Sengar. 
Upon his refusal, he was picked up 
by police late on Sunday and was al-
legedly roughed up by Atul Singh and 
his aides while in custody.

Taken to the hospital with 18 
wounds and gashes, abdominal 
pain and vomiting, he died soon 
after.
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Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg arrives on Capitol Hill in Washington, Monday, April 9, 2018, to meet with 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., the ranking member of the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

Vladimir Putin

AP/PTI

President Donald Trump speaks in the Cabinet Room of the White 
House in Washington, Monday, April 9, 2018, at the start of a meeting 
with military leaders. 

AP/PTI

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un attends a meeting  of the Political 
Bureau of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea, in 
Pyongyang, North Korea. 

China gained from ‘poor’ US 
leadership in past — Trump

Kim makes first official 
mention of US-N Korea talks 

Saudi-led airstrikes kill 17 in Yemen’s centre and south 

15 militants, two 
soldiers killed in 
Afghanistan

Putin warns against provocation, speculation 
on alleged chemical attack in Syria

Poisoned Russian ex-spy’s daughter discharged from hospitalMalaysia national elections to take place on May nine — Commission 

Sorry for not doing enough— 
Zuckerberg testimony to Congress

Washington, April 10 (PTI): 
President Donald Trump 
has blamed the “poor” 
American leadership of 
the past which “allowed” 
China to take advantage of 
the United States.

Updating his Cabinet 
colleagues on trade ne-
gotiations, Trump yester-
day said the NAFTA (North 
American Free Trade 
Agreement) deal, currently 
being renegotiated with 
Canada and Mexico, was a 
horrible one.

“China has been tak-
ing advantage of the US 
for many years; really, if 
you look at it, since the 
start of the World Trade Or-
ganization. And they have 
really done a number on 
this country,” Trump said 
during the meeting at the 
White House.

“And I don’t blame 
China. I blame the peo-
ple running our country. I 
blame presidents. I blame 
representatives. I blame 
negotiators. We should 
have been able to do what 
they did. We didn’t do it; 
they did. And it’s the most 
lopsided set of trade rules, 
regulations that anybody’s 
ever seen,” he said.

Despite the growing 
fears about a potential 
trade war between the US 

and China, triggered by 
Trump’s warning of tariffs 
on an additional USD 100 
billion worth of Chinese 
imports, the US president 
claimed to be on good 
terms with Xi Jinping.

“I think we will main-
tain that relationship. I’m 
very good friends with 
President Xi. I have great 
respect for President Xi. 
And as you know, I spent 
two days in China, the 
president spent two days 
with us at Mar-a-Lago in 
Florida, and they were four 
great days,” he said.

Trump said the US 
was strongly renegotiating 
NAFTA and was close to a 

“right deal”.
“We will  see what 

happens. But the US is 
strongly renegotiating 
NAFTA. We’re fairly close 
on NAFTA. And if we don’t 
make the right deal, we 
will terminate NAFTA, and 
we will make the right deal 
after that. But we have a 
chance to make a deal on 
NAFTA,” he said.

Trump said the US had 
similar “bad deals” with 
South Korea and the EU.

“If you look at the Euro-
pean Union, they have tre-
mendous barriers -- trade 
barriers. We essentially 
have bad deals with every-
one,” he said.

“Were close to finish-
ing a deal with South Ko-
rea, which was a horrible 
deal. It was going to give 
us 200,000 jobs. Well, that 
didn’t exactly happen. It 
gave them 200,000 jobs,” 
he said, adding that the 
US had made a “tremen-
dous progress” in that 
respect.

Noting that the North 
Korea and South Korea 
situation complicated it, 
Trump said the deal that 
the US was going to have 
with South Korea was go-
ing to be “a very fair deal”.

“We want a fair deal, 
and we don’t have fair 
deals,” he said.

White House Press Sec-
retary Sarah Sanders told 
reporters yesterday that 
Trump has worked with 
his team to determine how 
best to respond to China’s 
attack on American farm-
ers.

“The president has 
asked the Department 
of Agriculture to protect 
farmers, and will present a 
plan on the specifics of that 
shortly,” said Sanders.

In an op-ed in Finan-
cial Times, Trump’s Direc-
tor of Trade and Industrial 
Policy, Peter Navarro, said 
the Trump wanted a glo-
bal trading system free of 

the imbalances and unfair 
practices that now hold 
growth back, not just in 
the US but around the 
world.

Navarro said Trump 
had given China “every op-
portunity” to end its unfair 
trade practices, “which” 
has only grown”.

The US trade deficit in 
goods with China has grew 
from USD 347 billion in 
2016 to USD 375 billion.

While the trade deficit 
balloons, China contin-
ues to steal US intellectual 
property and force Ameri-
can companies operating 
there to surrender their 
leading edge technologies 
in exchange for access to 
the Chinese market,” Nav-
arro said.

Navarro alleged that 
China’s reaction to Trump’s 
“legitimate” defence of the 
American homeland had 
been “a Great Wall of de-
nial” despite incontrovert-
ible evidence of Beijing’s 
“illicit and protectionist” 
behaviour.

“Instead, China is at-
tacking American farmers 
with the threat of retalia-
tory tariffs in the apparent 
hope of rattling a key com-
ponent of the coalition that 
put Mr Trump in office,” 
said Navarro.

Sanaa, April 10 (PTI/AP): Yemeni 
tribal and rebel officials said Sau-
di-led coalition airstrikes killed at 
least 17 people today, including 
children, in the southwestern 
city of Taiz and the northern rebel 
stronghold of Saada.

They said the Taiz airstrike hit 
a house in the Dimnat Khadir dis-
trict, an area that has seen heavy 
fighting between Saudi-backed 
government forces and Iran-
allied Houthi rebels.

At least 15 people were killed, 
the tribal officials said, speaking 
on condition of anonymity for 
fear of reprisals.

Another airstrike hit a work-
shop in Saada, killing at least two 
people and wounding eight oth-
ers, including several schoolgirls, 
said Aliaa Al-Shabby, the rebels’ 
minister for human rights.

She urged an independent 
commission to be formed to in-
vestigate what she called “massa-

cres committed against civilians 
and unarmed Yemeni people.” 

Yemen has been embroiled in 
a civil war pitting the Saudi-led 
coalition backing an interna-
tionally recognized government 
against the Iran-backed Houthis 
since March 2015. The coalition 
aims to restore the government of 
self-exiled President Abed Rabbo 
Mansour Hadi to power.

The three-year stalemated 
war has damaged Yemen’s infra-

structure, crippled its health sys-
tem and pushed the Arab world’s 
poorest country to the brink of 
famine. The country is now the 
world’s worst humanitarian cri-
sis, with more than 22.2 million 
people in need of assistance. 
Malnutrition, cholera and other 
diseases have killed or sickened 
thousands of civilians over the 
years.

The conflict has killed more 
than 10,000 civilians.

Kabul, April 10 (IANS): 
At least 15 militants and 
two soldiers were killed in 
clashes between the two 
sides in Afghanistan’s Herat 
province, a local official 
said on Tuesday.

“The clashes occurred 
after Taliban militants 
stormed security check-
points with guns and rock-
ets in remote Chishti Sharif 
district late on Monday... 
Eight others were injured,” 
Jilani Farhad, spokesman 
for provincial government, 
told Xinhua news agency.

Earlier on Tuesday, Af-
ghanistan’s Defence Min-
istry said the security forces 
waged 15 cleanup opera-
tions and 56 special opera-
tions in 11 provinces over 
the past 24 hours.

The Afghan Air Force 
conducted 43 supportive 
flights and eight airstrikes 
against militants while 
the Army’s bomb disposal 
teams found and destroyed 
68 rounds of landmines 
and improvised explosive 
devices (IEDs) in different 
provinces over the period, 
the Ministry said.

Moscow, April 10 (IANS): 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin said on Monday that 
Moscow will not accept 
“provocation and specula-
tion” around the latest sus-
pected chemical weapons 
attack in Syria, the Kremlin 
said.

Putin made the re-
marks during a telephone 
conversation with Ger-
man Chancellor Angela 
Merkel, Xinhua quoted 
a Kremlin statement as 

saying.
“The two leaders also 

discussed the situation in 
Syria, including chemical 
attack accusations made 
by a number of Western 
states against official Da-
mascus. Russia’s position 
-- that it is unacceptable 
to use this as an oppor-
tunity for provocation 
and speculation - was 
conveyed,” the statement 
read.

On Saturday, local ac-

London, April 10 (PTI): 
Yulia Skripal, daughter of 
a former Russian spy, who 
along with her father was 
poisoned with a nerve 
agent in the UK last month, 
has been discharged from 
the hospital, officials said 
today, an incident that 
sparked a major diplomat-
ic spat with Moscow.

Yulia 33, and her fa-
ther Sergei Skripal, 66, 
were found collapsed on 
a bench in the south-west-
ern English city of Salisbury 
on March 4 in what British 
authorities have said was 
an attempted murder by 
the Russian state.

She has left the Salis-
bury District Hospital, 
where she and her father 
had been recovering since 
March 4, and moved to a 
secured undisclosed coun-
try-side home in the UK, 
officials said.

Kuala Lumpur, April 10 
(PTI/AFP): Malaysians will 
go to the polls on May 9 for 
a general election where 
scandal-hit Prime Minister 
Najib Razak’s long-ruling 
coalition faces one of its 
toughest ever challenges 
from veteran ex-leader Ma-
hathir Mohamad, authori-
ties announced today.

“Voting day is on May 

9,” election commission 
c h a i r m a n  Mo h a m a d 
Hashim Abdullah told a 
press conference.

Polling day will be on 
a Wednesday, an unusual 
move as national elections 
in Malaysia are usually held 
at a weekend. There will 
be an 11-day campaign 
period before polling day.

The announcement 

came after parliament was 
dissolved at the weekend, 
setting the stage for one 
of the sternest ever tests of 
the Barisan Nasional (BN) 
coalition during its six dec-
ades in power. He is under 
pressure from allies in his 
United Malays National 
Organisation (UMNO), 
the main coalition party, 
to score an emphatic vic-

tory after the government 
lost the popular vote for 
the first time at the last 
election in 2013. Victory is 
however less certain due to 
the comeback of Mahathir, 
92, who is the opposition 
prime ministerial candi-
date. He came out of retire-
ment and turned on his 
former protege Najib over 
the 1MDB scandal.

Washington, April 10 (PTI): 
Mark Zuckerberg has apol-
ogised to the US Congress 
and taken personal respon-
sibility over the Cambridge 
Analytica scandal for “not 
doing enough” to protect 
Facebook’s 87 million us-
ers’ private data from being 
misused and manipulated.

In a testimony released 
yesterday on the eve of his 
first congressional appear-
ance, Zuckerberg accepted 
responsibility for the social 
network’s failure to protect 
private data of its users and 
prevent manipulation of 
the platform.

In prepared remarks 
released by a congressional 
panel, Zuckerberg admit-
ted he was too idealistic 
and failed to grasp how 
the platform, used by two 
billion people, could be 
abused and manipulated.

Yesterday, he met Sena-
tor Bill Nelson and other 
lawmakers.

“Not only did they fail 
to safeguard the personal 
information of millions 
of users, they concealed 
it from us and this is not 
the first time the company 
mishandled user informa-
tion. Only now are they 
coming clean and inform-
ing those who have had 
their information compro-
mised and telling us they 
are going to make things 
right,” he said.

Last week, Zuckerberg 
admitted making a “huge 
mistake” as personal data 
of up to 87 million users 
may have been improperly 
shared with British political 
consulting firm Cambridge 

Seoul, April 10 (PTI/AFP): 
North Korea’s leader Kim 
Jong Un discussed fu-
ture talks with the US at a 
party meeting, state me-
dia reported today, in his 
first official mention of 
dialogue with Washing-
ton ahead of a planned 
summit with President 
Donald Trump.

Trump agreed last 
month to a landmark 
summit with the nuclear-
armed North -- which 
would be the first between 
a sitting US president and 
a North Korean leader 
-- but no specific dates or 
venue have been set, with 
questions mounting over 
Pyongyang’s participa-
tion.

At the meeting of party 
officials Monday, Kim dis-
cussed the “development 
of the north-south rela-
tions at present and the 
prospect of the DPRK-
U.S. dialogue”, the official 
KCNA news agency said, 
referring to the North by 
its official acronym.

He delivered a report 
“on the development of 
the recent situation on 
the Korean peninsula”, 
including the separate 
summit with South Korea 
to be held later this month, 
it said.

In a growing rap-
prochement on the Ko-

rean peninsula, Kim is 
scheduled to meet the 
South’s president Moon 
Jae-in for a rare inter-Ko-
rean summit on April 27.

Trump has agreed to 
meet Kim for a historic US-
North Korean summit to 
discuss denuclearisation 
as soon as next month.

But the North had re-
mained publicly silent 
since its leader’s invitation 
to talks was delivered to 
Trump by South Korean 
officials last month.

Kim’s remarks on Mon-
day break that public si-
lence, although he did not 
specifically refer to a “sum-
mit” with Trump.

Following multiple 
media reports of back-
channel talks between the 
Cold War rivals, Trump 
said Monday he planned 
to meet Kim in “May or 
early June”.

“Hopefully it will be 
a relationship that will 
be much different than it 
has been for many, many 
years.” 

North Korea’s recent 
frenetic diplomatic ac-
tivity marks a stunning 
turnaround after a year 
of heightened tensions 
which saw the North fire 
multiple missiles and car-
ry out its most powerful 
nuclear test, further iso-
lating the regime and trig-

gering a fiery war of words 
with Trump.

Since sending a high-
profile delegation along 
with athletes to the Winter 
Games in the South in 
February, Kim has made 
his international debut 
with a visit to Beijing -- his 
first overseas trip since 
taking power in 2011.

The North’s foreign 
minister Ri Yong Ho ar-
rived in Moscow on Mon-
day after making stops in 
Beijing, Azerbaijan and 
other former Soviet re-
publics.

Ri also paid a visit last 
month to Sweden, which 
acts as a diplomatic go-
between for Washington 
and Pyongyang.

If the summit does take 
place, many remain scep-
tical about the whether a 
meeting between the two 
notoriously unpredictable 
leaders can succeed.

It is scheduled to take 
place without the months 
of groundwork that usual-
ly precedes such meetings.

No specifics have yet 
emerged concerning the 
date or venue of the pro-
posed summit, with a third 
country such as Mongolia 
or Sweden under consid-
eration to host the talks, 
according to multiple re-
ports.

Washington’s long-
held stance is that it will 
not accept a nuclear-
armed North Korea. That 
means it wants to see 
“complete, verifiable, and 
irreversible” denuclearisa-
tion -- a very high bar.

The North has pre-
viously demanded the 
withdrawal of US troops 
based in the South and 
the end of the security al-
liance between Seoul and 
Washington -- an extraor-
dinary concession that 
it is hard to imagine any 
previous US president 
acceding to.

Analytica, a figure higher 
than the previous estimate 
of 50 million.

Zuckerberg, who co-
founded Facebook in 2004, 
once again admitted the 
lapses and asked for an-
other chance to lead the 
company. Nelson said he 
has asked the Congres-
sional leadership to to haul 
Cambridge Analytica in 
to answer questions at a 
separate hearing.

In his written remarks, 
Zuckerberg said it’s not 
enough to just connect 
people.

“We have to make sure 
those connections are 
positive. It’s not enough 
to just give people a voice, 
we have to make sure peo-
ple aren’t using it to hurt 

people or spread misin-
formation. It’s not enough 
to give people control of 
their information, we have 
to make sure developers 
they’ve given it to are pro-
tecting it too,” he said.

“Across the board, we 
have a responsibility to 
not just build tools, but to 
make sure those tools are 
used for good. It will take 
some time to work through 
all of the changes we need 
to make, but I’m commit-
ted to getting it right,” the 
Facebook CEO said.

Zuckerberg said his top 
priority has always been 
his social mission of con-
necting people, building 
community and bringing 
the world closer together. 
“Advertisers and develop-

ers will never take priority 
over that as long as I’m run-
ning Facebook,” he said.

Yesterday, Facebook 
also began notifying the 87 
million people whose data 
may have been harvested 
by Cambridge Analytica by 
posting a notification that 
they would see when they 
logged into the social net-
work, The New York Times 
reported.

In addition, all Face-
book users will see a new 
feature highlighting which 
apps they use and which 
information they have 
shared with those apps.

The White House Press 
Secretary Sarah Sanders 
said the Trump administra-
tion is looking forward to 
his testimony.

Sergei is also on the 
path to recovery, they said.

According to the hos-
pital’s deputy chief execu-
tive Christine Blanshard, 
the recovery of Sergei was 
more slower than Yulia, 
but “we hope he too will be 
able to leave the hospital in 
due course”.

The father and daugh-
ter are expected to suffer 
some long-term conse-
quences as a result of com-

ing in contact with the toxic 
substance.

The incident has trig-
gered a furious interna-
tional row, with more than 
20 countries around the 
world expelling more than 
150 Russian diplomats. 
In response, Moscow has 
launched its own expul-
sions.

British Prime Minister 
Theresa May reiterated 
this week that Moscow is 

“culpable” for attack. 
They were told to wash 

their clothes and posses-
sions. Sergei is a retired 
military intelligence officer 
who was convicted of pass-
ing the identities of Russian 
intelligence agents working 
undercover in Europe to 
the UK’s MI6 Secret Intel-
ligence Service.

He was jailed for 13 
years by Russia in 2006, 
but was released in 2010 as 
part of an exchange for 10 
Russian spies arrested by 
the FBI.

Yulia had travelled from 
Russia to visit her father the 
day before the pair were 
poisoned on March 4.

They could then be 
placed under a witness 
protection programme 
on the basis that the pair 
hold key evidence about 
a possible motive for the 
attack.

tivists said the Syrian forces 
used chlorine gas in an 
attack against Douma, the 
last rebel-held area in the 
Eastern Ghouta country-
side of Damascus, killing at 
least 40 people. The accu-
sation was strongly denied 
on Sunday by the Syrian 
government.

In the meantime, US 
President Donald Trump 
in his Twitter account ac-
cused Putin, Russia and 
Iran responsible for the 
attack due to their backing 
of “Animal Assad”.

Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergei Lavrov said 
on Monday that the US 
and their allies are using 
provocations in order to 
maintain their presence 
in Syria.

“Experts agree that 
these players, primarily 
the American coalition 
and the US itself, do not 
intend leaving and leav-
ing Syria to others, as US 
President Donald Trump 
said, but they plan to con-
solidate their positions 
there for a very long time,” 
Lavrov said at a press con-
ference.
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Bill Cosby pays $3.38mn 
to settle sexual assault claim

Angelina Jolie praises 
Queen Elizabeth II

Queensryche to make their maiden 
India concert at ShiRockfest Manipur

C
omedian Bill Cosby 
paid Andrea Con-
stand $3.38 million 
to settle the sexual 
assault lawsuit she 

brought against him in 2005, 
said prosecutors at the opening 
of his criminal retrial.

The amount was part of a 
confidential settlement between 
Cosby and Constand, a former 
employee of Temple University 
who had accused the entertainer 
of first befriending her, then 
drugging and molesting her dur-
ing a visit to his home outside 
Philadelphia in 2004, reports The 
New York Times.

The Montgomery County 
district attorney, Kevin R. Steele, 
told the jurors on Monday: “This 
case is about trust, This case is 
about betrayal, and that betrayal 
leading to a sexual assault of a 
woman named Andrea Con-
stand.”

The payment had never been 
disclosed before publicly, but 
Cosby, 80, agreed to reveal it dur-
ing the pretrial discussions. 

His lawyers are expected to 
argue that the large amount of 
the payment is not an admission 
of wrongdoing on his part, but 
rather evidence of Constand’s 
financial incentive in pursuing 
charges against him.

One key defence witness, 
a Temple University academic 
adviser, is expected to testify 
that Constand once told her she 
could make money by falsely 
claiming she had been molested 
by a prominent person.

Cosby’s entry to the court-
house was briefly delayed in the 
morning by the protest of a top-
less woman, later identified as 
Nicolle Rochelle, a former actress 
who had appeared several times 
on “The Cosby Show.” 

She jumped over a crowd 

barrier outside the 
courthouse and yelled 
“Women’s lives matter” 
before being wrestled 
to the ground by court-
house deputies about ten 
yards in front of Cosby as he 
walked toward the building’s 
front doors.

About a dozen 
other protesters also 
demonstrated 
outside the 
courthouse.

IANS

A
ctress-filmmaker Angelina 
Jolie has praised Queen Eliza-
beth II as a “really lovely lady” 
who cares about the future.

Jolie, 42, praised the Queen for her 
dedication to helping in planting trees 
in Africa to highlight the importance 
of forest conservation, saying she has 
been inspired by the 91-year-old royal 
to teach her own children - Maddox, 16, 
Pax, 14, Zahara, 12, Shiloh, 11, and twins 
Vivienne and Knox, 9, about the cause, 
reports femalefirst.co.uk.

In a new documentary 
titled “The Queen’s Green 
Planet”, Jolie said: “For 
us to come here and 
say to the children, 
‘This is why it’s 
important to plant 
a tree’, that’s the 
biggest mes-
sage I can teach 
my kids, and it’s 
something that 
they’ve certainly 
learned from Her 
Majesty and her 
message.

“My kids ask me, 
‘Why is it so important 
to her?’ You know when you 
sit up at night in a tent with your 
kids and they say, ‘Why does the Queen 
of England care about planting trees in 
Africa? What it comes down to is you say 
to the kids, ‘You know really, you don’t 
know her, you can’t understand all that 
it means to be a queen and all that.

“But you try to say, ‘You know she’s 

just this really 
lovely lady who 

really cares 
about people 
around the 
world, and 
she really 
cares about 
the future, 
and she 

wants your 
grandkids and 

her grandkids 
to be able to be 

running around, en-
joying nature and other 

cultures, and the importance 
of other cultures.”

“The Queen’s Green Planet” high-
lights the environmental project The 
Queen’s Canopy, which aims to unite all 
the countries of the commonwealth in 
conservation efforts.

IANS

A
ctress Amber Heard, 
who won $7 million in 
her divorce settlement 
from actor Johnny Depp, 
has donated a part of it to 

charity.
The Children’s Hospital Los Ange-

les (CHLA) confirmed that Heard did 
donate part of her divorce settlement 
to the charity after promising that she 
would following her split from Depp in 
2016, reports people.com.

Heard, 31, had promised that she 
would split the amount between two 
charities, American Civil Liberties Un-
ion, and CHLA.

CHLA have published a report for 
2017 which listed “Ms. Amber Heard” 
on its “Honor Roll of Donors”, which 
indicated she had donated an undisclosed 
amount within the bracket of $1 million to 
$5 million.

Heard and Depp released a joint state-
ment after reaching their divorce settle-
ment in August 2016, before their divorce 
was officially finalised in January 2017. It 
was stated that time that Heard would be 
making the charitable donation.

IANS

A
ctor Rick Hoffman says 
losing “Suits” co-stars Meg-
han Markle and Patrick 
J. Adams is like losing a 
part of the shows “heart 

muscle”.
Markle and Adams, who play 

Rachel Zane and Mike Ross, are set 
to exit the series at the end of the 
Season 7 finale.

In an interview with The West 
Australian, Hoffman, who plays 

Louis Litt on the legal drama, said that 
saying goodbye to Markle and Adams 
was “capital H heartbreaking” as the on-
screen lovers have grown close to him 
since they all started filming the Aaron 
Korsh-created series in 2011, reported 
ibtimes.com. 

The 47-year-old actor says his final 
scene with Adams ended up as one of 

his most memorable moments on the set 
of the show. “It’s kind of funny the scene 
we have that’s our last scene, and I don’t 
want to give that away but ... I will never 
forget that day. And it’s one of my favourite 
scenes. So I think you take the heartbreak 
and you turn it into positive energy and let 
that catapult you into the next chapter,” 
he said. 

Hoffman said that losing Markle 
and Adams is like losing a part of 
the show’s “heart muscle”.

“Now we’re going to bypass it 
with some really, really great actors. 
Everybody’s so excited to be a part of 
this, that energy I feel is contagious,” 

he said. The show is aired in India on 
Comedy Central.

IANS

W
hite-
snake’s 
new 
Flesh and 
Blood 

LP is closer than ever — 
and fans will soon get 
their first glimpse of the 
album courtesy of the 
first single, “Shut Up and 
Kiss Me.”

Frontman David Cov-
erdale shared the news 
during a recent appear-
ance on SiriusXM’s Trunk 
Nation, revealing that he 
and the current lineup 
had just wrapped film-
ing on the video for the 
track, which he assured 
listeners would hearken 
back to a number of 
the musical elements 
long appreciated by the 
Whitesnake faithful. “It’s 
a kick-ass song,” prom-
ised Coverdale. “You’re 
gonna love it.”

Saying the “Shut Up 

L
egendary American heavy 
metal rock band Queen-
sryche is all set to make 
their debut performance 
this month end in north 

east India, which is emerging as 
the most popular destination for 
international rock bands.

One of the leading metal bands 
through the eighties and nineties, 
Queensryche received worldwide 
acclamation after the release of 
their 1988 album Operation: Mind-
crime which is considered one of 
the greatest heavy metal concept 
albums of all time. 

The veteran rock stars will be 
joined by fellow countrymen rock 
band Steelheart in the upcoming 
ShiRockfest-an annual interna-
tional rock festival of Manipur to 
be held at Bakshi Ground, Ukhrul 
Headquarters from April 22-28 
2018.

“These two famous bands will 
perform in India for the very first 
time,” announced Venkat Yumnam, 
the event Manager of the ShiRock 
2018. Steelheart will be performing 
on April 24 while Queensryche on 
April 28.

All arrangements are being 
made for the arrival of Steelheart 
on April 22 and Queensryche on 
April 26 in Imphal. At the same 

time Manipur based rock bands 
competition will be held in Imphal 
from April 9-10 while North East 
states based bands in Guwahati 
from April 12-13.

ShiRockfest a ticket-free 
international music festival held 
exclusively as part of government 
sponsored Shirui Lily Festival from 
April 24-28 to promote the con-
servation of our endangered state 
flower Shirui Lily and to promote 
young talented Artistes which will 
in turn promote eco-tourism in 
Manipur.

Shirui Lily flower is a unique 
and rare species of terrestrial lily 
grown naturally and only found in 
Shirui peak in Ukhrul, Manipur. 
This seasonal flower, which blooms 
in summer, is famous because it 
cannot be transplanted elsewhere 

in the world despite numerous 
attempts made by researchers and 
scientists. Hence the name Shirui 
Lily.

The last edition- ShiRock 2017-
was a grand success with a crowd 
turnout of 30,000 to 40,000 per day. 
The major attraction of the ShiRock 
band competition was the partici-
pation of various bands from the 
entire Northeast India.

Interestingly the first position 
of the competition will be awarded 
a cash prize of INR 10 lacs besides 
an opportunity to open the debut 
performance of Queensryche, ac-
cording to the event manager. The 
second and third position holders 
will be awarded INR 5 and 2.5 lacs 
while the individual prize winners 
will be given INR 25,000 each.

Our Correspondent 

Russell Crowe is officially divorced from Danielle Spencer
Hollywood star Russell Crowe and Danielle Spencer are officially di-
vorced. The Oscar winner took to Twitter to share his current relation-
ship status and address dating speculations. “I am not in a 
relationship with this young lady and never have been,” 
Crowe posted. Hours later, the actor followed up with 
a tweet about his divorce. “In other news... Yesterday 
, April 9th , 2018 at 12:30pm Eastern Daylight time 
(Australia)... I officially became divorced,” Crowe said. 
Crowe, 54 and Spencer parted ways in 2012, though 
he admitted in 2015 that the duo had not legally 
split up and he was still in love with her.

3.30 pm: Peter Rabbit (eng)

10 am, 12.40 pm, 5 pm, 8 pm: Haaghi

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

Hoffman was heartbroken with 
Markle, Adams exiting ‘Suits’

Whitesnake’s next single to 
be titled ‘shut up and kiss me’

Amber Heard 
donates divorce 
settlement 
money to 
charity

and Kiss Me” clip will 
feature “some real fun 
elements paying respect 
and nod to Whitesnake’s 
past,” Coverdale de-
scribed the Flesh and 
Blood LP as having “all 
the necessary Whitesnake 
elements that I need to 
call it Whitesnake, but 
with a vibrant, fresh coat 
of paint” — one that 
sounds like it was largely 
colored by the influence 
of guitarist Reb Beach, 
whose long tenure in the 
group hasn’t produced 
any co-writing credits 

until now.
It all adds up to a 

set Coverdale currently 
stands behind as the best 
album he’s ever put out 
under the Whitesnake 
banner — even though 
he knows how hard that 
might be for people to 
believe. “I know that’s 
cliched stuff, but I know 
what I’m talking about. 
I should after almost 50 
years,” he added. “It’s a 
family affair. It really is 
cool. I’m very excited for 
people to hear it.”

ultimateclassicrock.com
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Union Minister of state for New and renewable energy (independent charge), R.K. Singh inaugurated a laboratory for testing hydraulic 
turbines at IIT-Roorkee. 

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1785SUD0KU 1625
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1784

ACROSS
1. Dishonor
6. African country
10. Scarce or unusual
14. Fruit of the gourd family
15. Reference lines in a 

coordinate system
16. Lyric poems
17. Verbal exams
18. French for “Black”
19. Prejudice
20. North American football
22. Each
24. Composer ____ Stravinsky
25. Goobers
26. Actress ______ Durbin
29. Vend
30. Assistant
31. Certain breeds of dogs
37. Clothe (oneself)
39. Robert E. ___
40. Duchess of York
41. Make sexually gratifying
44. Walking stick
45. Rotation
46. Leavening agents
48. Musical compositions played 

slowly
52. European nuclear laboratory
53. Name that means “Devoted 

to God”
54. Motorcycle passenger 

attachments
58. Egg-shaped
59. Ogle
61. Short hair-like cell structures
62. Extent
63. Oil cartel
64. Nipples
65. Beers
66. A city in Yemen
67. Donkeys

DOWN
1. Dirty air
2. German for “Mister”
3. Mountain range in Kirghiz
4. Mustiness or fungal growth
5. Minor naval rank

6. House of an estate
7. Fibrous extension of a nerve 

cell
8. Necklace of flowers
9. Citizen of the jewish 

homeland
10. Bird
11. Farewell
12. Respond to a stimulus 

13. SSS
21. Lion sound
23. Wans or dims
25. LA Dodger pitching star 

Carlos _____
26. Fathers
27. Ireland
28. Yemeni city
29. Avant-garde US writer 

Gertrude _____
32. US immigration station 

_____ Island
33. Empty spaces or rooms
34. Periods of history
35. Scold violently
36. She is (contraction)
38. Everly Brothers song 

“Wake Up, Little _____”

42. Several moon missions
43. “Spotted”
47. Latin for “Elevated” or 

“Lofty”
48. Genus of shad fishes
49. Satan
50. Astonish
51. Heraldic red
52. About
54. Observes
55. “Oh my!”
56. Church liturgy
57. Back talk
60. Protects the environment

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1624

A new R&D lab to help the 
small hydro power projects

Delhi to start monitoring pollen pollution

Dubai to launch digital vehicle number plates China launches remote 
sensing satellites

Roorkee, April 10 (India 
Science Wire): It is esti-
mated that India has 
the potential to gener-
ate 20,000 MW of power 
from small hydropower 
projects alongside rivers 
and irrigation canals. The 
Government has been tak-
ing several steps over the 
year to realize this poten-
tial to meet the growing 
need for electric power in 
the country. The Minis-
try of New and Renewal 
Energy (MNRE), which is 
the nodal agency for pro-
moting small hydropower 
projects, has aimed to har-
ness at least 50 percent of 
the potential in the next 
10 years. The present in-
stalled capacity is about 
4,500 MW. 

A major roadblock in 
converting the potential 
to reality has been in terms 
of testing of the hydro tur-
bines that generate the 
electricity. They can be 
tested for their efficiency 
in real conditions only 
after they are installed and 
even then not only the 
results are not accurate 
enough but also no im-
provements can be done 
once the machine is in-
stalled. 

Consequently, the tests 
are conducted on scaled 
models and on scaled hy-
draulic conditions. Such 
tests are time consuming 
and demand well calibrat-
ed precision instruments 
that are expensive and 
often tailor made. Only 
large turbine manufactur-
ers can and therefore, have 
their own test facilities. 
Smaller developers and 
consultants cannot af-
ford such investments. As 
a result, several projects 
have faced surprises dur-
ing their operation.

A solution is  now 
available for the problem. 
The Ministry has set up a 
dedicated fully automatic 
SCADA-based hydraulic 
turbine research and de-
velopment laboratory at 

the Alternate Hydro En-
ergy Centre (AHEC) at the 
Indian Institute of Tech-
nology, Roorkee. 

Set up at the cost of Rs. 
40 crore, the laboratory 
will act as a design and 
validation facility and also 
conduct research on hydro 
turbines and other hydro 
mechanical equipment 
conforming to national 
and international stan-
dards.

It has the capability to 
conduct tests on scaled 
models of hydraulic tur-
bines for various tech-
nical parameters such 
cavitation performance, 
pressure pulsation and 
runaway speed, character-
istic curves for the turbine 
quadrant, hydraulic thrust 
and torque. The laboratory 
is equipped with state of 
the art SCADA based auto-

matic control system with 
first principal based flow 
measurement, precision 
pressure transducers and 
sensors.

It has obtained accred-
itation from the National 
Accreditation Board for 
Laboratories (NABL) as 
per ISO/IEC standards 
for fluid flow testing and 
calibration. NABL is part 
of Asia Pacific Laboratory 
Accreditation Cooperation 
(APLAC), which, in turn, is 
part of the International 
Laboratory Accreditation 
Cooperation (ILAC). 

In terms of research, 
the laboratory would un-
dertake studies in fields 
such as multi-phase hy-
dro dynamics, water pow-
er project and hydraulic 
machinery. To begin with, 
it will focus on computa-
tional analysis of inten-

sity of hydraulic turbine, 
application research of 
hydraulic optimization 
and analysis of internal 
flow, flow field display 
technique of hydraulic 
turbine, cavitation mech-
anism and anti-cavitation 
measures, measurement 
and control technique for 
assessing pressure fluc-
tuations in hydraulic tur-
bine, hydraulic vibration 
stability test in hydraulic 
machinery, and measure-
ment of dynamic pressure 
velocity field in hydraulic 
turbine.

Inaugurating the labo-
ratory at a function today, 
Union Minister of State for 
Power and New and Re-
newable Energy (Indepen-
dent charge), Raj Kumar 
Singh, congratulated IIT 
Roorkee and particularly 
AHEC for coming forward 

for contributing to the 
small hydro industry as an 
excellent example of aca-
demia- industry bonding.

“The turbine model 
testing facility shall be a 
step for make in India, 
being the first indepen-
dent facility for turbine 
manufacturers and power 
producers”, he noted. 

Prof A.K. Chaturvedi, 
Director, IIT Roorkee, said, 
“The laboratory will pro-
vide a platform for na-
tional and international 
academic and industrial 
collaboration with hydro 
power industry and re-
search groups.  The in-
dustry shall have research 
based  solutions.to indus-
trial problems, prefabrica-
tion model testing, cali-
bration and certification 
within the country in cost 
effective manner.”

New Delhi, April 10 (In-
dia Science Wire): Delhi 
is constantly struggling 
with the threat of air pol-
lution containing harm-
ful gases and particulate 
matter. In addition, pol-
len grains of different 
plant species spread in 
the air during early win-
ter and spring affecting 
people suffering from 
respiratory diseases.

A digital pollen count 
monitor for public has 
been set up at Vallabhb-
hai Patel Chest Institute 
(VPCI) at Delhi University. 
The monitor was inaugu-
rated by Union Minister 
of Health J.P. Nadda on the 
occasion of 69th Founda-
tion Day of VPCI. Now 
pollen count would be dis-
played at the hospital and 
the institute website so 
that people who are pre-
disposed to allergy caused 
by pollens can take pre-
ventive measures.

“While much effort is 
being made towards rais-
ing awareness on impact of 
pollution on health, effects 
of pollen on patients with 
respiratory problems is not 
being given much impor-
tance even though it affects 

a significant number of pa-
tients. Apart from vehicular 
and industrial emissions, 
increased pollen level in 
atmosphere also triggers 
asthma and allergic reac-
tions. Pollen grains, fungal 
spores, insect debris, dust 
mites and animal epithelial 
are also responsible agents 
of pollution.” Says, Prof. 
Rajkumar, acting director 
of VPCI.

According to Prof. Ku-
mar, “The pollen concen-
tration starts increasing in 
the months of September, 
October, and November 
and starts declining in De-
cember. Pollen level again 
aggravates during spring 
season. Increase in pollen 
count leads to increase in 
the number of patients 
suffering from respiratory 
problems. The digital dis-
play board at the institute 
will enable people with 
chronic allergies to be bet-
ter prepared for a dusty or 
pollen day on the road. It 
will also help create aware-
ness about pollen concen-
tration in the air, which is 
one of the major reasons 
for repeated attacks in 
asthma patients.”

“Now  p e o p l e  c a n 

check the pollen count 
display and take preven-
tive measures, such as 
taking anti-histamines 
or staying indoors and 
minimize health risk, said 
Prof. Rajkumar, who is also 
Head of the Pulmonary 
Medicine Department and 
National Center of Allergy 
Asthma and Immunology 
at VPCI.

Pollens are fine powder 
that comes from the sta-
men of flowering plants. 
They can trigger allergic 
reactions, such as runny 
nose, sore throat, cough-
ing, headaches and asth-
ma. Pollen count can be an 
indispensable resource to 
manage symptoms related 
to respiratory diseases and 
protect lungs in such pa-
tients, experts says.

During his visit at the 
institute Mr. Nadda also 
stressed that the VPCI 
should help develop in-
novative policies to curb 
tuberculosis and to de-
velop public awareness 
programs for prevention 
and treatment of chest dis-
eases. Institute should have 
research work in collabora-
tionwith other institutes of 
reputes, added Nadda.

NASA set for historic 
first Mars-bound mission
Washington, April 10 
(IANS): NASA is all set 
for its first interplanetary 
launch from Vandenberg 
Air Force Base in Cal-
ifornia on May 5 with 
the Mars-bound InSight 
lander.

O n  b o a r d  t h e 
189-foot-ta l l  United 
Launch Alliance Atlas 
V rocket will be NASA’s 
InSight to spacecraft, 
destined for the Elysium 
Planitia region located 
in Mars’ northern hemi-
sphere to study the deep 
interior of the Red Planet 
and find traces of how it 
was formed.

InSight is planned for 
landing at Red Planet 
on November 26, NASA 
said in a statement on 
Tuesday.

“If you live in South-
ern California and the 

weather is right, you’ll 
probably have a better 
view of the launch than 
I will,” said Tom Hoff-
man, Project Manager for 
NASA’s InSight mission 
from the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory in Pasadena, 
California.

In clear skies, the In-
Sight launch should be 
viewable up and down a 
wide swath of the Califor-
nia coast.

Residents from as far 
north as Bakersfield to 
perhaps as far south as 
Rosarito, Mexico, may see 
the Atlas rocket rising in 
the predawn sky and then 
heading south, parallel to 
the coastline.

In a bid to study the 
deep interior of the Red 
Planet and find traces of 
how it was formed, NASA 
is all set to send a first-ev-

er such mission to Mars.
It will also be the first 

NASA mission since the 
Apollo moon landings 
to place a seismometer, 
a device that measures 
quakes, on the soil of an-
other planet.

InSight carries a suite 
of sensitive instruments 
to gather data and, un-
like a rover mission, these 
instruments require a 
stationary lander from 
which they can carefully 
be placed on and below 
the Martian surface.

Looking deep into 
Mars will let scientists 
understand how different 
its crust, mantle and core 
are from Earth.

Several  European 
partners have contrib-
uted instruments and 
key components to the 
InSight mission.

Dubai, April 10 (IANS): Car 
number plates will soon go 
digital in Dubai in a trial start-
ing in May.

Vehicles will be fitted 
with smart plates with digital 
screens, GPS and transmitters 
and the new plates will be able 
to inform emergency services 
if a driver meets an accident, 
the BBC reported.

According to Sultan Abdul-
lah al-Marzouqi, the head of 
the Vehicle Licensing Depart-
ment at Dubai’s Roads and 
Transport Authority (RTA), the 
plates will make life easier for 
drivers in Dubai.

The new technology will al-
low real-time communication 
with other drivers about traffic 
conditions or any accidents 
ahead. It will also get easier 
to contact police and ambu-
lance services if the vehicle is 
involved in a collision.

The number plates can also 
change to display an alert if the 
vehicle or digital plate is stolen, 
the report said.

Payment for fines, parking 
fees or renewing registration 
plates will be automatically de-
ducted from users’ accounts. 
Number plates can also be 
changed using the RTA’s app 

or website.
The trial, which will end 

in November, will work out 
any potential technological 
glitches caused by Dubai’s des-
ert climate, said Al-Marzouqi.

The technology also allows 
the transport authorities to 
track drivers, raising potential 
issues surrounding privacy 
and information security.

The city is also planning 
high-speed Hyperloop pods 
to open by 2020 that would 
transport passengers to the 
UAE’s capital Abu Dhabi in 
just 12 minutes, a distance of 
over 120km.

Beijing, April 10 (IANS): The first group of 
China’s Yaogan-31 remote sensing satellites 
was launched into space on Tuesday.

The launch took place at 12.25 p.m. 
from the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Centre, 
Xinhua news agency reported.

The satellites were carried by a Long 
March-4C rocket, the 271st mission for the 
Long March rocket family.

The mission also sent a micro nano-
technology experiment satellite into orbit. 

The satellites will be used for electro-
magnetic environment surveys and other 
related technology tests.

China launched the first “Yaogan” se-
ries satellite, Yaogan-1, in 2006.
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Becomes the first player from Nagaland to play in Indian Super League 

Sidhu adds third gold to India’s shooting kitty in CWG

Kivi Zhimomi signs for NorthEast United FC

India assured of 5 boxing medals

Indian hockey teams qualify for semi-finals

Para-lifter Sachin settles for bronze

Athletic win 3-1 over 
unfortunate Villarreal

A file picture of Kivi Zhimomi outside the State Football 
Academy in Dimapur.

Indian Gold medalist Heena Sidhu (centre), Silver medalist Australian Elena Galiabovitch and Bronze medalist Malaysian Alia Sazana 
Azahari pose with their medals during the medal ceremony of Women’s 25m Pistol final event at the Commonwealth Games 2018, in 
Brisbane, Australia on Tuesday.  

AP/PTI

XXI COMMONWEALTH GAMES

Gold Coast, April 10 (IANS): 
Heena Sidhu picked up 
India’s third gold medal in 
shooting in the ongoing 
Commonwealth Games in 
Australia, finishing on top 
in the women’s 25m pistol 
event and also breaking the 
CWG record in the process 
in Gold Coast on Tuesday.

Heena notched up a 
new CWG record of 38 
points in the final to take 
the title in style. This is her 
second medal at this game 
after having claimed the 
silver in the 10m air pistol 
event behind 16-year-old 
compatriot Manu Bhaker.

Elena Galiabovitch of 
Australia scored 35 to take 
silver while Malaysia's Alia 
Sazana Azahari got bronze 
with 26.

This was the 11th gold 
medal for India in this 
year's CWG and Heena's 
first individual gold in three 
editions of this quadrennial 
event.

Heena, who has a total 
of four CWG medals to her 
name, had bagged bronze 
in the women's 10m air 
pistol event on Sunday.

She had also won a gold 
in the women's 10m air 
pistol pairs and silver in the 
individual event at the 2010 
edition in New Delhi.

The fact that Heena 
managed to emerge cham-
pion on Tuesday despite 
an injury in her trigger fin-
ger, speaks volumes of her 
determination and makes 
the victory all the more 
creditable.

Annu Raj Singh, the 
other Indian in the fray, 
fizzled out in the final after 

an excellent performance 
during qualification, to take 
the overall sixth place.

Elena was the fastest off 
the blocks in the final and 
Heena was trailing behind 
the Australian till the fifth 
series. 

Heena did well to close 
the gap by scoring with all 
her five shots in the fifth se-
ries before another perfect 
score in the sixth saw her 
take the joint lead.

The Indian took sole 
lead after the first shot in 
the seventh series and sub-
sequently increased the 
gap.

With a two-point lead 

at the end of the seventh 
series, Heena found the tar-
get in four of the five shots 
in the eighth to be ahead by 
three points.

Although the Australian 
managed to close the gap 
by one point in the ninth se-
ries, Heena held her nerves 
in the 10th and final series 
to emerge champion.

Earlier, Annu finished 
the qualification stage at 
the second spot with a total 
of 584 points. Heena was 
third with 579. 

Xiu Hong Teh of Singa-
pore topped the qualifica-
tion standings with 584.

Annu had taken pole 

position at the end of the 
Precision round with 293. 
She managed 291 in the 
Rapid round while Xiu 
scored 293. 

Annu registered a series 
of 96, 99 and 98 in the Pre-
cision round. She was con-
sistent in the Rapid round 
as well with scores of 98, 96 
and 97.

Xiu, who was second 
after the Precision round 
with 291, registered 96, 100 
and 97 in the Rapid stage to 
snatch the lead.

Heena meanwhile, 
started slowly before climb-
ing up the standings with 
an awesome show in the 

Rapid round.
She was decidedly be-

low par in the Precision 
round and was lagging at 
the seventh spot with 286.

Heena struggled with 
her opening couple of shots 
in the Precision round with 
disappointing efforts of 95 
and 93 before recovering 
somewhat with a 98 in her 
third and last attempt.

Heena started the Rap-
id round poorly as well as 
she could only manage a 
95in her opening attempt. 
But she saved her best for 
her last two shots, firing 
consecutive scores of 99 to 
zoom to the third spot.

Gold Coast, April 10 (IANS): It was 
a field day for Indian men's and 
women's hockey teams as they 
defeated Malaysia 2-1 and South 
Africa 1-0 respectively to enter 
the semi-finals at the 21st Com-
monwealth Games (CWG) here 
on Tuesday.

While the men's team rode 
on a couple of penalty corner 
conversations from Harmanpreet 
Singh (3rd, 44th minutes) to re-
cord their second consecutive 
win, the eves saw Rani Rampal 
scoring the winner in the 47th-
minute to remain on top of Pool 
A with nine points.

India will play their last pool 
match against second placed 
England on Wednesday. With the 
top two teams advancing to the 
last four stage, India are assured of 
a place in the semi-finals as they 

will finish second in the pool in 
case of a loss.

India got off to an ideal start 
with forward Mandeep Singh win-
ning the first penalty corner of the 
match in the second minute. 

Harmanpreet came up with a 
perfect dragflick, improvising on 
the injection and keeping the ball 
low to his right to find the gap and 
fetch India an early lead. 

Though Malaysia too won a 
penalty in the fifth minute, Razie 
Rahim's flick was off the mark.

Malaysia found the equaliser 
immediately after the start of the 
second quarter as a fast move 
down the right saw Faisal beat the 
Indian defence with an excellent 
run before receiving a defence 
splitting pass which found him in 
a one to one situation with India 
goalkeeper PR Sreejesh.

Harmanpreet found the deci-
sive goal in the closing stages of 
the third quarter when he con-
verted a penalty corner with an 
excellent placing into the top left 
corner that beat the Malaysian 
custodian with its power and 
precision.

Coming to the eves, who came 
into the match on the back of con-
secutive wins over England and 
Malaysia, got off to a breezy start 
but the South Africans matched 
them with pace and precision.

India got couple of penalty 
corners but Gurjit Kaur and Ram-
pal couldn't make them count in 
the first two quarters.

At the beginning of the third 
quarter, South Africa began to ask 
questions but the Indian defence 
reacted strongly.

India employed a strategy 

of waiting for the South African 
defence to push up and then hit 
them on the counter.

India came close to breaking 
the deadlock when drag-flicker 
Gurjit Kaur hit the cross-bar in the 
38th minute.

It was a warning for a desper-
ate South Africa, who pushed 
hard. Moments later, Navjot Kaur 
slid wide of the left post following 
a cross from Monika.

Nearly nine minutes later, 
India got the 1-0 lead. Navneet 
Kaur led the counter-attack, be-
fore passing it onto the Vandana 
Katariya who was positioned at 
the top of the circle. 

Vandana passed the ball to 
Rampal, who made a beautiful 
turn after receiving the ball, hold-
ing off goalkeeper and a defender, 
to roll the ball in for the 1-0 lead.

Gold Coast, April 10 (IANS): 
Boxers Amit Panghal, Na-
man Tanwar, Mohammed 
Hussamuddin, Manoj Ku-
mar and Satish Kumar as-
sured India at least a medal 
each as they reached the 
semi-finals of their respec-
tive weights categories on 
the sixth day of the 21st 
Commonwealth Games 
here on Tuesday.

The day started with 
Amit Panghal defeating 
Aqeel Ahmed of Scotland 
4:1 in the quarter-finals of 
the men's light flyweight 
(49 kilogram) category and 
Naman outplaying Samoa's 
Frank Masoe by a unan-
imous 5:0 verdict in the 
heavyweight (91kg) divi-
sion.

Later in the day, in 
men's 56kg category, Hus-
samuddin overpowered 
Muilenga Everisto of Zam-
bia in a unanimous 5:0 ver-
dict while Manoj defeated 
Australia's Terry Nickolas 
4:1 in the 69kg category. 
Satish also won his bout 
with a split 4:1 decision in 
+91kg quarterfinals bout.

In the 49kg category 
bout, the opening round 

was evenly matched with 
both boxers maintaining 
a high tempo. Amit found 
it difficult to penetrate 
Aqueel's defence and land 
blows to the head.

Amit did better in the 
second round, changing 
his tactics by landing more 
body shots and attacking 
his opponent's defence 
from different angles.

The Indian dominated 
the third round, putting 
Aqeel under pressure with 
his superior hand speed 
and feet movements.

In the other match, Na-
man had a much easier day 
in office against Masoe. 

The 19-year-old Indian 
used his superior height, 
power and hand speed 
to pepper his oppoinent 
with a constant barrage of 
punches. 

The Samoan managed 
to land very few punches as 
Naman used his excellent 
reflexes to good effect. 

The Indian dominated 
all the three rounds and it 
came as no surprise when 
all the five judges voted in 
his favour at the end.

In the 56kg category 

bout, Hussamuddin was 
dominant right from the 
start as there were couple of 
standing counts against the 
Zambian boxer. Towards 
the end of bout, Hussamud-
din became more aggres-
sive and landed punched 
from left to right.

He will now face Peter 
McGrail of England on April 
13.

In 69kg quarterfinal 
bout, the first two rounds 
between the Manoj and 
Nickolas were a proper 
slugfest. But at the end 
Manoj won his bout with a 
split decision in his favour. 

In +91kg action, Satish 
defeated Nigel Paul of Trini-
dad & Tobago 4:1. The duo 
played aggressively and 
tried to corner each other. 
At times, the Indian player 
received few heavy punches 
but after three rounds, ring 
judge declared the Indian 
boxer as the winner.

In the women's section, 
veteran M.C. Mary Kom 
has already reached the 
semi-finals, while another 
former world champion, L. 
Sarita Devi, is in the quar-
ter-finals.

Gold Coast, April 10 (IANS): India's para-
lifter Sachin Chaudhary settled for the 
bronze in men's heavyweight category at 
the 21st Commonwealth Games here on 
Tuesday.

Sachin lifted the combined effort of 181 

points. Nigeria's Abdulazeez Ibrahim won 
the gold with 191.9 points while the silver 
went to Malaysia's Yee Khie Jong (188.7).

In his first two attempts, Sachin failed to 
lift 201 kg but he did it in the final attempt 
to finish in the top-three.

Villarreal, April 10 (IANS): 
Spanish football club Ath-
letic Bilbao defeated Villar-
real 3-1, picking up a rare 
away win while inflicting a 
second straight loss on the 
hosts.

The victory lifts Athletic 
into 12th place in La Liga. 
Villarreal remain in sixth, the 
final Europa League spot, 
but lead Sevilla by just one 
point with seven matches 
left to play, reports Efe.

Monday's match start-
ed badly for the home side. 

Just minutes after Athletic's 
Iñigo Cordoba scored in 
the 4th minute to give the 
visitors a 1-0 lead, the play-
ers and spectators at La 
Ceramica fell into a stunned 
silence when they saw Vil-
larreal midfielder Pablo 
Fornals fall to the ground 
far from the play.

Fornals did not lose 
consciousness and wanted 
to stay in the game, but the 
team doctor insisted that 
he go the hospital for tests, 
which determined that the 

Zhovezo Resu 
Kohima, April 10 (EMN): 
Indian Super League (ISL) 
club NorthEast United 
FC (NEUFC) has signed 
Gokulam Kerala FC (GKFC) 
striker Kivi Zhimomi for 
three years, Eastern Mirror 
can confirm. 

Zhimomi is the first 
footballer from Nagaland to 
be signed by an ISL club. He 
will be joining the NEUFC 
team in August this year. 

The 22-year-old foot-
baller from Nagaland de-
buted in the I-League with 
GKFC in January on loan 
this year and also caught 
the attention of the national 
clubs after scoring scored 
two goals in his 11 appear-
ances for the club (8 starts 
and 3 as substitute).

NorthEast United FC 
and GKFC finished at the 
bottom two of the table in 
their respective leagues. 
Northeast United FC is 
owned by John Abraham 
and based in Guwahati, 
Assam. 

Eastern Mirror in a re-
cent interview with Zhi-
momi revealed that he has 
received offers to play I-
League and ISL next sea-

son. He, however, choose 
NEUFC saying that he 
wanted to fill the gap be-
tween the other states of 
Northeast and Nagaland 
to represent Nagaland for 
the club as NEUFC was the 
apex football club from the 

Northeast. 
“In the first place, I 

thanked the almighty god, 
for this achievement is the 
result of my trust in him. 
I am overjoyed to be the 
first Naga football player 
to sign for the Indian Super 

League. I also feel proud for 
making my state’s first entry 
in ISL history. In fact, it has 
been my motive since the 
inception of ISL. I was in 
a dilemma before I signed 
for NEUFC as I have been 
receiving offers from other 
renowned clubs and finally 
I chose Northeast United 
FC.

“Eight states represent 
northeast India and NEUFC 
being the apex football club 
for the northeast has no 
single Naga player. You 
know, one can find at least 
a player from other states 
but sadly until now not 
even a single player from 
Nagaland. Then I have de-
cided to sign for NEUFC 
to fill the gap between the 
other states of northeast 
and Nagaland. I also want 
to establish myself as one 
of the finest players in the 
future through NEUFC,” 
Zhimomi told Eastern Mir-
ror on Tuesday. 

Roko Angami, presi-
dent of Nagaland Football 
Coaches Association, an 
AFC ‘B’ certified coach and 
the first footballer from 
Nagaland to play in the 
national league shared his 

views: “I am really very 
proud to say that our Naga 
footballers are coming up, 
to play outside and become 
a professional player.”

William Koso assistant 
coach at Aizawl FC and 
Asian Football Confed-
eration (AFC) ‘A’ licensed 
coach said: “It is a lifetime 
opportunity for him (Zhi-
momi), getting a big break 
like this one, hope he can 
maintain himself. It will 
also boost to the morale of 
other upcoming players; fi-
nally, we are on the football 
map. Kivi is a hardworking 
and dedicated player, he 
has a passion and right 
attitude, and he was with 
me at Kohima Komets for 
two seasons. I wish him all 
the best.”

It may be mentioned 
Zhimomi was born and 
brought up in Dimapur 
and is the youngest of six 
children. He is a product 
of the State Football Acad-
emy in Dimapur where he 
started his career in football 
in 2010.  

He has also played for 
Mohammedan Sporting 
Club at Kolkata and Rangd-
ajied United FC at Shillong.

player had experienced an 
episode of lightheadedness 
known as presyncope.

Villarreal struggled to 
get the past the pair of early 
setbacks and Athletic domi-
nated for the rest of the first 
half.

The Bilbao side retained 
the initiative after the break, 
thanks mainly to the pace of 
Iñaki Williams, who scored 
in the 51st minute to make 
it 2-0 for Athletic.

While the hosts con-
tinued to flounder on the 
attack, Carlos Bacca man-
aged to cut the Athletic lead 
in half with a goal on the 
counter in the 67th minute.

Invigorated, the hosts 
pushed hard for the equalis-
er and Athletic found them-
selves off-balance until Vil-
larreal were struck yet again 
by bad luck: an injury to 
Jaume Costa in the 80th 
minute that reduced the 
squad to 10 men because 
they had already used all 
their substitutions.

Iker Muniain, returning 
after being sidelined for 
six months with an injury, 
scored in the 87th minute 
to assure Athletic of coming 
away with all three points.


