
WWW.EASTERNMIRRORNAGALAND.COM

New Delhi, April 8 (PTI): 
The Union Health Ministry 
has urged states to adopt 
the Clinical Establishment 
Act, which aims to stream-
line healthcare services in 
India, stating they are the 
"most important partners" 
in rolling out of the free 
health insurance scheme 
that offers cover for 10 crore 
poor families. 

The Ayushman Bharat-
National Health Protec-
tion Mission (AB-NHPM), 
expected to be launched 
anytime after July, aims to 
provide a coverage of Rs 5 
lakh per family annually to 
10 crore families belonging 
to vulnerable sections of 
society. The health minis-
try's reminder to all states 
came as it wants states to 
adopt the Act before the 
launch of the AB-NHPM, to 
ensure appropriate checks 
and balances are put in 
place and maximum ben-
efit is obtained by the ben-
eficiaries.

In a letter to all states, 
the health secretary said 
states should adopt the Act, 
which is applicable to all 
types of clinical establish-
ments in public and private 
sectors.

"The state governments 
are the most important 
partners under this scheme 
sharing 40 per cent of the 

amount and implement-
ing the scheme, therefore, 
an appropriate oversight 
and monitoring mecha-
nism also needs to be put 
in place," the health minis-
try's letter stated.

About five states in-
cluding Arunachal Pradesh, 
Rajasthan, Assam and 
Jharkhand and all Union 
territories except the NCT 
of Delhi have adopted and 
implemented the Act.

Sikkim, Bihar, Mizo-
ram, Uttar Pradesh and 
Uttarakhand have adopted 
the Act, but not yet imple-
ment it.

The letter said state 
governments may consider 
to bring a state specific leg-
islation as has been done 
by some states.

The ministry wants to 
complete sharing of the lat-
est Socio-Economic Caste 
Census (SECC) data with 
states by April 30, testing 
of IT systems and hospital 
empanelment by July 31.

States will be allowed 
to implement the scheme 
through insurance com-
panies or Trust/Society or 
a mixed model and it will 
be an entitlement-based 
scheme with entitlements 
decided on the basis of 
deprivation criteria in the 
SECC database.

Deprivation catego-

ries in rural areas include, 
families having only one 
roof with kutcha walls and 
roof, families having no 
adult member between age 
16-59, SC/ST households 
and landless households 
deriving a major part of 
their income from manual 
casual labour.

Also, families without 
shelter, destitute, those liv-
ing on alms, manual scav-
enger families, primitive 
tribal groups, legally re-
leased bonded labour in 
rural areas will be included.

For urban areas, 11 de-
fined occupational catego-
ries, including rag-pickers, 
beggars, domestic workers, 
cobblers, hawkers, con-
struction workers, plumb-
ers, painters and security 
guards are entitled under 
the scheme.

To control the cost fac-
tor, payment for treatment 
will be done on package 
rate basis and it will be 
cashless transaction for the 
beneficiaries.

In the first phase of the 
launch, the packages will 
cover mostly all life-saving 
surgeries except for organ-
transplant.

The AB-NHPM is states 
to be the world's larg-
est government-funded 
healthcare insurance pro-
gramme. 

Dimapur, April 8 (EMN): The Na-
galand Public Rights Awareness 
and Action Forum (NPRAAF) has 
once again claimed that it is in 
pursuit of establishing a branch of 
the Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) in Nagaland. 

A press release from the group 
on Sunday stated that it would 
meet the ‘joint director of CBI 
at Guwahati’ for said objective. 
“NPRAAF sees no reason why CBI 
office cannot be set up in Nagaland 
when all the states in India includ-
ing union territories has (sic) CBI 
branch office,” the press release 
read. 

According to the group, politi-
cians and bureaucrats in Nagaland 
were under the wrong impression 

that the CBI has ‘limited legal ju-
risdiction’ in the state of Nagaland 
and ‘that without cabinet sanc-
tion the CBI cannot take up cases 
directly.’

However, it stated that the Del-
hi Special Police Establishment 
(DSPE) Act of 1946 has vested ‘all 
power’ on the CBI to ‘carry out its 
duty anywhere in Indian states’ 
including Nagaland. The same 
Act has empowered the CBI to 
arrest, investigate, persecute and 
sentence corrupt persons, it stated. 

“NPRAAF will explore possibili-
ties to provide land to establish CBI 
headquarters in Nagaland if the 
state government is not willing to 
facilitated CBI to Nagaland (sic) for 
any reason,” the statement read 

further.  The group informed that 
a five-member delegation of the 
NPRAAF had met with ‘several top 
central bureaucrats’ from April 2 
to the 6th in Shastri Bhawan and 
Krishi Bhawan at New Delhi. “The 
delegation apprised the officers of 
dismal implementation of centrally 
sponsored programs in Nagaland 
without following Govt of India 
guidelines in most cases and with-
out transparency and accountabil-
ity which has resulted in massive 
mis-use of public funds.

“NPRAAF therefore requested 
the officers to continually monitor 
the centrally sponsored schemes so 
as to ensure no centrally sponsored 
schemes are implemented without 
following proper GOI guidelines 

for effective implementation,” the 
press release stated. 

In a message to ‘officers of vari-
ous departments’ of the Nagaland 
government, the group stated 
that it ‘will be in touch with the 
respective ministry and report 
any deficiency  and corruption in 
implementation of public welfare 
schemes.’  

The group’s representatives will 
meet officials from the ministry of 
Home Affairs at North Block and 
the ministry of Health and Family 
welfare at Nirman Bhawan in May 
to ‘give a picture of development in 
both the departments so that every 
fund sanctioned to the state will be 
done with proper scrutiny unlike in 
the past,’ it stated. 

Dimapur, April 8 (EMN): Naga 
people living along the Indo-My-
anmar border have appealed to 
the NSCN (K) as well as the govern-
ment of India to understand their 
grievances and ensure peace in 
the region. 

A press release from the Naga 
Students’ Organisation (NSO) of 
Myanmar informed on Sunday 
that its representatives had re-
cently met with NSCN (K) leaders 
‘to share the difficulties and griev-
ances of the inhabitant in border 
area.’

The trip was made because 
of ‘public request,’ it stated. The 
NSO team was accompanied by 
representatives from four areas 
namely Chera-Awangkhu, Punyu-
Pangsha, Throilu-Chen Mohu, 
and Hazik-Laju, the press release 
informed. 

They expressed hope that the 
NSCN (K) would ‘consider and 
listen to the cry of the people’ and 
ensure that peace would prevail 
‘within no time.’ 

Likewise, it stated that the 
government of India and the gov-
ernment of Myanmar should 
‘maintain peace and respect Indo-
Myanmar friendship.’ 

They stated that the Naga peo-
ple in Myanmar living near the 
Indo-Myanmar border depend on 
markets located on this side of the 
border for their daily needs.  

But for the past two years the 
‘border inhabitants’ were being 
harassed while suspected of being 
NSCN (K) members, it stated,“...
Which is not a mature move and 
also not a good reason.”

It has urged the Indian security 
forces to respect the Indian gov-
ernment’s decision to ‘continue 
the free movement in India-My-
anmar border’ which, it stated, was 
reaffirmed a couple of months ago.  

Dimapur, April 8 (EMN): While 
accusing a construction firm of 
disregard for the health of resi-
dents of Medziphema area, in 
Dimapur district, a youth organi-
sation from said area has warned 
of ‘appropriate measures to arrest 
the unprecedented level of dust 
pollution along the whole stretch 
in its jurisdiction at the earliest 
without excuses.’

The Medziphema Town Youth 
Organisation (MTYO) issued a 
press release on Sunday stat-
ing it was “compelled to pub-
lish grievances of the people 
particularly on hazardous dust 
pollution caused from the ongo-
ing four-lane project works due 
to the continued lackadaisical, 
self-centred attitude of the ECI 
company who is the contractor 
working between Patkai bridge 
and Piphema.”

According to the organisation, 
‘public leaders’ from the area 
have repeatedly appealed to the 
company to spray water along 
the entire stretch while carrying 

out their construction activities 
in order to prevent dust floating. 

"As a responsible contractor 
(sic), it must abide by the rules of 
the work order, MoU, etc., as also 
other humanitarian obligation 
and take responsibility to water 
and keep the whole stretch of 
road-cutting works free from dust 
at anytime of the day," the press 
release read.

It claimed that the ECI has 
"not taken effective action of 
watering the length and breadth 
of road-cutting areas" in spite of 
repeated appeals from ‘various 
public leaders and organisations 
of Medziphema since the works 
began late previous year.’ 

"Among those who have al-
ready approached the contractor 
(sic) with officially written re-
quests include Medziphema Vil-
lage Council, Medziphema Town 
Mechü Krotho, Medziphema 
Town Youth Organisation, Chair-
men’s' Forum, Medziphema Area 
Villages, and Ward 4 and 5, Medz-
iphema town," the press release 

informed.
The organisation stated that 

all appeals—verbal and written—
made to the ECI had fallen on deaf 
ears. “...Dust pollution related 
diseases have taken a heavy toll on 
the denizens particularly children 
which can be aptly authenticated 
from the lone hospital in town 
or even from medicine outlets, 
pharmacies, health workers, etc.,” 
it stated. 

The youth organisation stated 
that it cannot compromise the 
‘rights of the people.’ It warned 
the ECI of ‘appropriate measures’ 
in retaliation. “... the whole stretch 
of road should remain moist or 
dust-free, a prerequisite in the 
work order, which otherwise, has 
serious health implications.”

It warned that “any attempt 
by ECI to prolong a negligent at-
titude” may lead to unforeseen 
and ugly incidents. in order to 
avoid such an eventuality, the 
MTYO stated, the ECI should ‘set-
tle the matter’ with the people of 
the area.
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 27° 17°

Agartala 34° 24°

Gangtok 24° 10°

Guwahati 31° 20°

Imphal 27° 15°

Itanagar 27° 18°

Shillong 20° 14°

Delhi 37° 24°

Kolkata 34° 26°

Chennai 34° 27°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 21° 13°
DIMAPUR 29° 19°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 7mm 89%
DIMAPUR 3mm 90%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
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There is always one 
moment in childhood 
when the door opens 
and lets the future in. 

~ Graham Greene
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I wish the prayer guy would 
come with some good news 

sometimes.

~ Arien

Women provide triple delight 
to headline golden day for 
India   |  P12

Dimapur, April 8 (EMN): 
The Nagaland University 
Students’ Union (NUSU) 
at the university's Lumami 
campus has given the insti-
tution's authorities till April 
13 to address what it stated 
was ‘genuine grievances of 
the student community.’ 

In a press release is-
sued on Sunday, the NUSU 
informed that ‘the number 
of buses plying to Mokok-
chung for weekly Saturday 
outing has been reduced 
from 8 to 5 and the uni-
versity bus, plying to girls 

hostel, every morning is no 
longer in service.’ 

“The only health centre 
in Nagaland University is 
in a deplorable state, with 
the chief medical officer 
(CMO), being on leave and 
not even sight from last 
year onwards (sic). There is 
also shortage of medicine. 
In events of national holi-
days and during weekends, 
the health centre remains 
closed. 

“Therefore NUSU (L) 
strongly demand for 8 bus-
es to ply to Mokokchung 
on weekly Saturday outing 
as the Nagaland Univer-
sity, Lumami located in an 
outskirt area (sic) and the 
morning buses service to 

girls hostel should be im-
mediately resumed,” the 
press release read.

The students' organi-
sation demanded that the 
CMO ‘be in station imme-
diately’; medical facilities 
inside the campus be im-
proved, and to make availa-
ble the health services even 
during national holidays 
and during weekends. 

The union stated that 
the university's authorities 
have paid no heed to ‘sever-
al letters of request, prayers 
and petitions.’ Failure to 
‘address the matter’ within 
stipulated time would force 
the students to resort to ‘a 
Gandhian peaceful dem-
onstration,’ it informed.

‘Unhealthy and dusty roads at Medziphema’, according to the town’s youth organisation.

Washington, April 8 (IANS): NASA's 
Parker Solar Probe, which is hu-
manity's first mission to the Sun, 
has begun final preparations for its 
launch in July.

Parker Solar Probe will  be 
launched from Launch Complex-37 
at NASA's Kennedy Space Centre, 
Florida.

The two-hour launch window 
will open at 4 a.m. on July 31, and 
will be repeated each day (at slightly 
earlier times) through August 19, the 
US space agency said in a statement.

After launch, it will orbit directly 
through the solar atmosphere - the 
corona - closer to the surface than 
any human-made object has ever 
gone

While facing brutal heat and 
radiation, the mission will reveal 
fundamental science behind what 
drives the solar wind, the constant 
outpouring of material from the 
Sun that shapes planetary atmos-
pheres and affects space weather 
near Earth.

At Astrotech Space Opera-
tions in Florida, the Parker Solar 
Probe will continue testing, and 
eventually undergo final assembly 
and mating to the third stage of the 
Delta IV Heavy launch vehicle.

"This is the second most impor-
tant flight Parker Solar Probe will 
make, and we're excited to be safely 
in Florida and continuing pre-

launch work on the spacecraft," said 
Andy Driesman, Parker Solar Probe 
project manager from the Johns 
Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory 
in Maryland.

For the next several months, the 
spacecraft will undergo compre-
hensive testing; just prior to being 
fueled, one of the most critical ele-
ments of the spacecraft, the thermal 
protection system (TPS), or heat 
shield, will be installed.

The TPS is the breakthrough 
technology that will allow Parker So-
lar Probe to sur- v i v e 
the tem-
pera-

tures in the Sun's corona, just 9.8 
million miles from the surface of 
our star.

"There are many milestones to 
come for Parker Solar Probe and the 
amazing team of men and women 
who have worked so diligently to 
make this mission a reality," Dries-
man said.

"The installation of the TPS will 
be our final major step before en-
capsulation and integration onto the 
launch vehicle."

Throughout its seven-year mis-
sion, Parker Solar Probe will explore 
the Sun's outer atmosphere and 

make critical observations to 
answer decades-old questions 

about the physics of stars.
Its data will also be 

useful in improving fore-
casts of major erup-
tions on the Sun and 
the subsequent space 
weather events that 
impact technology 
on Earth, as well as 
satellites and astro-
nauts in space.

NASA’s first mission to go 
to the sun, the Parker Solar 

Probe, is named after Eugene 
Parker who first theorised that 
the sun constantly sends out a 

flow of particles and energy called 
the solar wind. Credits: NASA/APL

Congress will learn from 
Karnataka on rewarding sanitation 

workers — Rahul | P8
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be courteous at work 
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Dr. Supongmenla addressing health personnel during the meeting 
in Peren on April 5. 

ASA officials during the felicitation programme at Puliebadze at Jotsoma in Kohima on April 6.

A resource person of the Assam Rifles interacting with participants during the interaction in 
Mokokchung on April 7

Member of Young India pose for the lens during the interaction in Dimapur.

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 22.4 16.4 15.6 77 NIL

ZBT 16.7 11 14.1 92 NIL

MON 32 18 16.4 90 8.4

TUENSANG 19 15 15.2 88 NIL

MKG 25.1 11.2 5.9 33 NIL

PHEK - - - - -

KIPHIRE 25.2 15 15.1 92 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 27 15.5 16.5 70 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 24 15.2 13.6 51 NIL

JALUKIE 33 24 23.3 100 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 30.2 19.6 18.4 73 4

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, April 8 (EMN): The Young 
Indians Nagaland Chapter stated to 
be an affiliation of  confederation of  
Indian Industry conducted its tenth 
annual day on April 6 at Unity College 
in Dimapur.

According to a press release from 
the organisers, the Young Indians (Yi) 

is a not-for-profit organisation playing 
a proactive role in India’s development 
process. 

The YI membership includes 
Indians between the age group of 21 
to 40 years. Its members comprise 
of  entrepreneurs, professionals and 
achievers in various fields. The three 

mission of  YI are- youth leadership, 
nat ion bui lding,  and thought 
leadership.

Some of  the  organisa t ion 
p r o g r a m m e s  i n c l u d e d :  r o a d 
safety;organ donation; project massom, 
an initiative on creating awareness of  
child sexual abuse; and rural initiatives.

Dimapur, April 8 (EMN): The St 
Xavier’s catholic church Kidima 
celebrated solemn of divine mercy with 
Rev. Thomas Muttathil, a parish priest, 
on April 8 at its church in Kohima. 
A press release from the members 
informed on Sunday.
Addressing the congregation, Muttathil 
told them to enjoy the grace of  the 

Lord. He mentioned about the history 
of the church, where christians were 
persecuted by Jews, Romans and 
Gentiles. Comparing with that of  
historical background with the modern 
day, Muttathil said that many christians 
were a victim of  social media and 
laziness. 
He urged the gathering to work and 

sacrifice for their family with love for 
Christ, the information added.
The priest mentioned that reading 
of  the Holy Bible and prayer can 
lead a divine life. Adding to that he 
said, “people have a power to forgive. 
Through forgiveness one can be happy 
and lead a ‘good’ Christian life with 
‘strong family and community.”

Dimapur, April 8 (EMN): 
T h e  D C  M e c h a n i c a l 
Colony Union (DCMCU) 
o f  O l d  M e d i c a l  ‘ B ’ 
ward in Tuensang had 
stated satisfaction with 
the 40th Assam Rifles’ 
(AR) clarification. The 
information was received 
through a press release from 
the union on Sunday.
According to the press 
release, the union issued 
a press release on April 7 
seeking clarification from 
the AR. The AR was 
stated to have clarified 
on April 8 at around 2:30 
pm. During an emergency 
meeting the union came 
out with the conclusion 
that it was satisfied with the 
clarification. 
The press release issued by 
the chairman of the union, 
R Thsarangse Sangtam 
and its secretary C Akhum 
to the AR stated that, ‘to 
maintain peace and stay 
free from the tension.’ The 
union urge the respective 
“INT (informer)” to confirm 
any information that are 
sensitive in nature before the 
information reached to the 
higher level of authority, the 
information read. The union 
also informed all the public 
to maintain peace for the 
welfare  and prosperity  of  
the colony and keep vigil  to 
the movement  of any  anti- 
social elements which are 
detrimental  to the society, 
the information added.

Dimapur, April 8 (EMN): 
The Janata Dal-United 
( J D - U )  o f  N a g a l a n d 
visited the chief  minister 
of  Bihar Nitesh Kumar. A 
press release by the party 
informed about the event on 
Sunday.

According to the press 
release, the team was 
accorded a ‘warm welcome’ 
at the Patna Airport and 

further honoured at the 
resident of the Bihar JD (U) 
president, who is a sitting 
MP along with all different 
ranks and file of  the Bihar 
JD (U).

Kumar stated that the 
performance of  the last 
election was excellent. 
Although, only one won yet, 
within a short span of time, 
the party having fielded 13 

Candidates out of which 5 
Candidates finished in the 
second position. He assured 
the delegation that he will 
use his office to strengthen 
the party and make it a role 
model for the rest of  the 
NE States, the press release 
stated

Kumar also expressed 
his high hope that though 
G Kaito Aye may be a lone 

JD (U) minister, he is one of  
the senior most legislators in 
the present 13th NLA and 
therefore he will perform 
efficiently and deliver good 
governance to the people of  
Nagaland. He wished the 
Minister good health and 
all success; and assured to 
extend all possible help in 
the centre, the information 
added.

Dimapur, April 8 (EMN):  
The Mokokchung Battalion 
of  Assam Rifles under 
the aegis of  head quarter 
inspector general of Assam 
Rifles (north) conducted 
an interaction session 
about the theme ‘Drug free 
Nagaland’ in Mokokchung 
on April 7.

According to the press 

release by the Assam Rifles 
on Sunday, a total of  36 
youths attended the lecture.

 The aim of the lecture 
was to spread awareness 
and educate the local youths 
about the evil effects of  
drugs and how it hampers 
the growth of  young boys 
and girls of  the society. 
The lecture stated to have 

brought forth the aspects 
of  emotional, social and 
financial burden caused by 
a drug user on the whole 
family. 

An emphasis was laid 
on various measures that 
can be taken from keeping 
the young generation away 
from the evil of drug abuse, 
the press release stated.

Dimapur, April 8 (EMN): 
The Chief  Medical Office 
(CMO) of  Peren held its 
review meeting on April 5 
at its conference hall in New 
Peren. 

A  p r e s s  r e l e a s e 
from the organisers on 
Saturday informed that 
Dr.Supongmenla, the new 
Deputy of CMO discussed 
about issues related to non-
payment of  Janani Shishu 
Suraksha Karyakaram and 
Janani Suraksha Yojana. 
Expressing concern at 

work, she requested staffs 
to be courteous as medical 
personnel. She urged all the 
staff memebers to be sincere 
and regular in their assigned 
posts and to improve service 
delivery. 

The programme has 
clubbed with a farewell 
programme for deputy 
chief  medical officer Dr. 
M Tiala Longkumer and 
Dr. Khrielasanuo. It was 
informed that the next 
review meeting have been 
fixed on the May 8. 

Dimapur, April 8 (EMN): 
T h e  A n g a m i  S p o r t s 
Association (ASA) on April 
4 felicitated three achievers 
among its members at 
Puliebadze, Jotsoma in 
Kohima. A press release 
r ece ived  on  Tuesday 
informed about the event.
The association honoured 
i ts  president,  Vi l iehu 
Nguzhii, on his promotion 
t o  t h a t  o f  H o D  s o i l 
and water conservation 
Nagaland; Zale Neikha, 
ASA general secretary for 
his election to the 13th 
House of  the Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly; and 
ASA treasurer T Husie for 
his promotion as divisional 
forest officer (Forestry).
Neikha, who is advisor 
youth resources and sports 
tendered his resignation as 
general secretary of  ASA 
which was later accepted by 
the association.
Neikha said that though 
he would not be with ASA 
in the capacity of  general 
secretary, he however, 
said that he will always be 
with ASA as and when his 

D i m a p u r ,  A p r i l  8 
(EMN): The ATMA of  
Chunlikha and Tseminyu 
block organised one day 
farmer scientist interaction 
programme on March 20 
at SDAO Office Tseminyu.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
press release from the 
organisres, one among the 
resource persons, Pienyu 
spoke  on  impor tance 
o f  Tr i c h o g r a m m a ,  a 
biocontrol agent. It act  as 
an effective measure in 
controlling pests without 
involving any chemical 
inputs.

 He also  spoke on 
t echn iques  invo lv ing 
utilization of  Tricho cards  
and advised farmers to 
emphasize on IPM.

A n o t h e r  r e s o u r c e 
person, Imtisenla, ACTO 
agronomy spoke on usage 
a n d  f o r mu l a t i o n s  o f  

Butachlor, a pre emergent 
herbicide for rice plant. She 
lauds on the achievements 
of  Abhishek rice variety 
b y  S y s t e m  o f  R i c e 
Intensification technique. 

Zhietie of  ACTO soil 
conservation, who was also 
the resource person during 
the programme spoke on 
soil health card which 
contains parameters for 
macro and micro nutrients. 
He advised farmers to 
cultivate based of  soil 
health card for optimum 
yield.  

T h e  I n t e r e a c t i o n 
session raised various 
points related to effects 
of  salt on paddy, usage 
of  lime and Butachlor on 
fields.  The farmers were 
advised to use yellow sticky 
plate to attract insects, 
organic pesticides like bone 
manure,  and wood ash. 

Members of the Eastern Nagaland Women’s Oganisation of Tuensang at the Kohdi Children Home on 
March 16 in Tuensang.  The organization informed to have had interactions with the children of the 
home, besides providing them with clothes and refreshment.

Day remembered

Motherly love

A helping hand

service is required.
Saying that Chief  Minister 
Neiphiu Rio is giving much 
importance in the field 
of  games and sports, the 
advisor assured to discharge 

his duty and responsibility 
in the best way to take the 
games and sports forward 
in the state.
He called upon ASA and 
others sports organisations 

across the state to put 
forward their suggestions as 
well as shortcoming, if  any, 
so as to take the talented 
youth forward in the field 
of games and sports.

Members of the Dimapur unit of the Bharatiya Janata Party, take time to share in a photograph 
session during their celebration of the unit’s 38th foundation day on April 6 at their district office 
in Dimapur.

An organization called the United Village Level Organisation (UVLO) of Signal Angami village visited 
the site of the March 23 inferno that occurred at Y Zhimomi colony at Signal Bast in Dimapur. The 
visitors donated a sum of INR 5000 as a ‘goodwill relief’ for the fire victims through the colony 
council, it was informed.
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Keren Sumi with maharaja of Tripura Pradyot Deb Barman (on the left) and Atul Kulkarni,advisor of ports in India.

Rev. Dr. Lima Jamir dedicates their newly constructed church for Lahing Koilajungle on April 8.

Members of the Sibsagar Press Club and Nagaland Press Club after the programme at Sibsagar in Assam 
on April 7.
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Dimapur, April 8 (EMN): 
Image consulting is a grow-
ing professional field that 
works at improving the 
image of clients personally 
or professionally by devel-
oping personality aspects 
such as appearance, behav-
iour, and communication. 
It’s all about, simply put, 
making people ‘look good.’ 

The most visible pres-
ence the field has is in en-
tertainment, fashion and 
show business, and the 
corporate. It is in the glitz 
of this profession that a 
damsel from the rugged 
hills of Nagaland has made 
a home to help people de-
velop their image and per-
sonality. Her name is Keren 
Kavi Sumi, a model from 
Nagaland who has made 
Mumbai her second home. 

Sumi runs an institute, 
Keren Sumi Image Consul-
tancy Studio, in the coun-
try’s commercial centre.  An 
image consultant specialis-
es in personal appearance, 
etiquette, verbal and non-
verbal communication. It 
counsels individuals and 
grooms in fashion, com-
munication and behav-
ioural skills among others, 
through individual con-
sultations, workshops, and 
seminars.

‘Some of you may think 
that visiting an image con-
sultant will mean being 
told what not to wear or 
what to wear. This most 

definitely is not my way 
of working with you,’ she 
explains.

‘We may discover cer-
tain colours or shapes 
aren’t the most flattering on 
you but that doesn’t mean 
you can’t wear them. We 
find the best way for you to 
wear clothes you love.’  

According to Sumi, her 
parents gave her the foun-
dation of good upbringing 
which led her to ambitions 
to give back to society in 
any way she could. The 
environment of her loving 
family made her also won-
der about the plight of the 
not-so-fortunate and the 
need to do more for them.

Karen Sumi explained 
that ‘some modelling’ and 
winning beauty pageants 
put her in a position to 
think about what opportu-
nity she could take advan-
tage of to ‘better myself’ 
and further her ambition 
to do good. 

‘At this stage, l realised 
that I had to travel out of 
Nagaland to achieve what 
I wanted, to be an ‘image 
consultant’ and bring back 
my knowledge to impart 
amongst the girls of Na-
galand who were unable 
to have the finances to get 
such opportunities and 
exposure,’ she said.

But why Mumbai? 
‘We are at a disadvan-

tage because of limited fi-
nancial resources and jobs 
as well are not easily avail-

Image rebranding: This Naga is changing the ‘face’ of people’s image 

‘Northeast media can help change region’s negative image’ Terror funds: Swarajya apologises; 
says news bits not true 

Manipur govt. to 
take ‘human oriented 
approach’ for drop-outs 

Cleanliness drive launched at Karbi Anglong

Manipur police arrest three Rohingyas in Moreh

Lahing Koilajungle gets a place to worship

able. We need to travel to 
other states for work in 
order to substitute our in-
come,’ says Sumi. ‘But we 
have to be competitive and 
qualified. I hope to be a 
small part of this process.’

Initially, it was euphor-
ic for her to be working 
outside Nagaland. But she 
was not prepared to face 
unfortunate encounters 

particularly discrimina-
tion that people from the 
Northeast face—being put 
in a certain category due to 
ignorance about the North-
east people. 

‘I not only felt like a for-
eigner in my own country 
but felt alienated with a 
sense of disconnect and 
indifference. It is sad that 
this ignorance gives rise 

to racism, racist ideolo-
gies, and we are treated like 
minority,’ recounts a sad-
dened Sumi.

Nonetheless, her aim 
in life led her through a 
series of jobs and a lot of 
travel. Thankfully, it was 
always related to her even-
tually qualifying to be an 
image consultant, mod-
elling assignments, and 

beauty pageants, grooming 
classes, and makeovers and 
beauty workshops. 

With a whole lot of 
practical knowledge and 
a fair idea about how the 
industry works she enrolled 
at the Image Consulting 
Business Institute (ICBI) in 
Mumbai in the year 2014. It 
was there that Sumi learned 
about the finer points of 

Our Correspondent
Sibsagar (Assam), April 8 
(EMN): If journalists from 
the Northeast region can 
work together they can be 
pivotal in helping people 
shed the region’s negative 
image. This was the core 
message of a recent in-
teraction between media 
persons from Assam and of 
Nagaland. 

Members of the Sibsa-
gar Press Club (SPC), on 
April 7 observed their 25th 
anniversary at the Yuvadol 
auditorium with a host of 
journalists from Sibsagar, 
in Assam, and members 
of the Nagaland Press As-
sociation (NPA). Journalists 
from Kohima, Dimapur 
and Mokokchung districts 
in Nagaland were at the 
event.

The SPA was formed in 
the year 1993 and is said to 
be one of the most active 
press groups working to-
ward strengthening demo-
cratic ethos in Assam. 

The NPA’s president K 
Temjen Jamir, editor of 
a vernacular newspaper 
Tir Yimyim, was the spe-
cial guest for the occasion.  
Jamir said it was a ‘great 
achievement’ for the club 
and a generation who are 

image management and 
soft skills for personal and 
professional success. 

With a sense of being 
more confident Sumi at-
tended workshops at Was-
an Knowledge Hub  during 
which she trained under 
the famous Ritika Ram-
tri Studio in Pune and an 
even more famous Glad-
rags Academy under the 
guidance of the diva of style 
Maureen Wadia in model-
ling, grooming, and per-
sonality. 

Coaches, whether in 
sport, life or fitness, do not 
choose to become coaches 
by default. They develop a 
sense identifying and prod-
ding at the right places to 
bring out the best in their 
students.’ 

Similarly, she says, an 
image consultant will not 
tell you what to do and 
what to wear. They work at 
‘your comfort levels to raise 
your confidence and to 
put you in an environment 
where you get used to your 
own personality, albeit with 
a few changes,’ Sumi said. 

‘I have coached aspir-
ing models, businessmen, 
office workers, and even 
children. And many didn’t 
expect the changes they 
underwent once they com-
pleted the course. This is 
because they were una-
ware that there existed a 
world which opens up once 
the people’s perception 
of you changes. Almost 

instantly, your perception 
of the world changes as 
well,’ the image consultant 
explained. 

Sumi now runs image 
consulting besides about 
to complete school in et-
iquette and manners in 
Mumbai. It is also available 
in Dimapur. 

‘I include special train-
ing for my fellow Northeast 
peoples to get initiated into 
other parts of the coun-
try and the world. While I 
mentioned about the chal-
lenges in working outside 
Northeast, I must mention 
that we are often identified 
as interesting and exotic, 
and generally very attrac-
tive. 

The consultant’s time 
in Mumbai and Pune has 
given her enough insights 
into how to deal with overt 
attention, chauvinism, 
and prejudice, she says. 
‘Dealing with this sudden 
change can be a shock and 
can completely shake your 
confidence.’

Loaded with the knowl-
edge and experience Karen 
Kavi Sumi has set out to 
grow in the career she has 
now chosen. 

That said, Sumi ex-
presses a desire to impart 
to others, especially her fel-
low Nagas, all that she has 
learned and not ‘waste’ her 
experience and knowledge. 
That way, she said, they can 
be ready to face challenges 
and the world.

survivors of the ‘gun cul-
ture’ and socio political 
turmoil. He insisted that 
the entire media fraternity 
of the Northeast region to 
work together for a com-
mon cause. ‘The Northeast 
region needs peace, devel-
opment and growth for the 
people to prosper.’

“The media person-
nel in the north-eastern 
states can help in shedding 
the negative image of the 

region and project it as a 
destination of people who 
have historical and tradi-
tional rights which needs 
to be protected and pre-
served,” he asserted.

Further, he said Assam 
has a large number of me-
dia personnel who have 
been contributing a lot to 
the uplift of the society and 
building public opinion. 
He pointed out that the 
press as the fourth estate in 

a democratic set-up has the 
bounden duty to discharge 
their duties in building the 
society and nation.

However, Jamir cau-
tioned ‘any misinformation 
from our part many only 
ruin the lives of many, but 
also will prove detrimental 
to the society.’ He opined 
that press clubs should be 
used as platforms through 
which journalists can share 
opinions and plan and pur-

Our Correspondent
Diphu, April 8 (EMN): Under the 
initiative of district administration 
of Karbi Anglong and supported by 
Diphu Town Committee, “Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan,” a cleanliness drive 
was launched by Karbi Anglong Au-
tonomous Council, chief executive 
member, Tuliram Ronghang on April 8 

at Diphu town. Speaking at the launch, 
Ronghang said that the programme 
aims to clean up streets, roads and in-
frastructures of rural and towns areas. 

To make Karbi Anglong clean, he 
announced that garbage trucks were 
given to eight towns of Karbi Anglong 
for collecting wastes which will be 
available after Bihu festival.

Dimapur, April 8 (EMN): 
An Indian news portal, the 
Swarajya has apologized to 
the leader of opposition in 
the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly TR Zeliang, for 
alleging a nexus and fund-
ing terror groups Nagaland.

The group referred to 
the news article ‘NIA’s Naga 
terror funding probe re-
veals insidious role of top 
bureaucrats, politicians 
and church leaders,’ writ-
ten by one Jaideep Ma-

jumdar, and published by 
Swarajya on April 2. The 
group has apologized on 
their site swarajyamag.
com. on April 8, and posted 
by Swarajya staff.

In the apology, the on-
line news portal stated: ‘On 
2 April 2018, Swarajya car-
ried an article titled, ‘NIA’s 
Naga terror funding probe 
reveals insidious role of 
top bureaucrats, politicians 
and church leaders.’ While 
checking and verifying the 

sources, we found that 
much of what was stated 
in the article was not true.

“We have taken down 
the article from the web-
site and also had Google 
delete it from its cache,” the 
Swarajya staff added.

Swarajya apologised to 
TR Zeliang, leader of the 
opposition in the Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly, for 
any aspersions that the 
article may have cast on his 
‘honour and integrity.’

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 8 (EMN): Express-
ing the need to address the 
grievances of the needy by in-
corporating issues of drop-out 
students in the state, Manipur 
Chief Minister N Biren Singh 
said the ‘new government’s ap-
proach will be purely on human 
oriented approach.’

In a recent survey, the state 
authority had detected about 
40,000 school drop-outs in the 
state, he informed.

Interacting with officers 
of the organised services of 
Manipur at City Convention 
Centre in Imphal on April 8, 
the chief minister said ‘we all 
should work together putting 
best ideas and suggestions 
to execute and deliver for the 
benefit of the common people 
of the state.’

Singh said such interaction 
programme with officers of 
both state and central services 
is first of its kind in the political 
history of Manipur. 

One of the objectives of 
the interaction programme is 
to highlight the importance 
of working together and co-
operating with each other so 

that development for the state 
is achieved more effectively, 
he said. The purpose of the 
programme is to find out and 
explore new ideas and thoughts 
to fasten the implementation of 
the government schemes and 
projects so that it reached the 
general public in the ground, 
he added.

Seeking cooperation from 
the government officials in the 
field and head of departments, 
Singh also sought sugges-
tions from the officials for the 
smooth implementation of the 
“Go to Villages” mission which 
is scheduled to be launched 
next month.

He also announced that 
deputy commissioner and con-
cerned individuals involved 
in the construction of women 
market in Churachandpur dis-
trict will be awarded on Civil 
Services Day observation on 
April 21 for their ability to com-
plete the market complex.

Apart from seven cabinet 
ministers, MLAs, ADC mem-
bers, chief secretary, and DGP, 
more than 500 top officials of 
the state attended an interac-
tion programme.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 8 (EMN): Ma-
nipur police have arrested 
three Rohingya persons in-
cluding a woman from Moreh, 
the border commercial town 
and India’s gateway to South-
east Asia, 110 km south of 
Imphal, police informed on 
Sunday.

The three Rohingyas were 
arrested in an operation based 
on reliable information that 
some Rohingya from Myan-

mar are staying at Muslim 
basti, Moreh ward number 
5 with trafficked girls from 
foreign country on Saturday 
around 8:30 pm.

Superintendent of Police 
Dr. S Ibomcha, on Sunday told 
reporters that the two men 
were arrested for their alleged 
involvement in human traf-
ficking, while the woman for 
not having valid document.

The two arrested men 
suspected to be traffickers 

have been identified as Mohd 
Saifullah (34) son of Kashim 
Abdul of Arakan district un-
der Maundaw police station, 
Baguna Nulafara of Myanmar 
and Md Salam (25) son of 
Mujafar Ali of Arakan dis-
trict under Teri police station, 
Butidong of Myanmar. The 
woman who is suspected to be 
trafficked by the above two is 
identified as Toiba Hatu Alias 
Nargis (20) daughter of Abu 
Subiyan of Maungdaw Baguna 

Madila Bhara of Myanmar. 
They were arrested from a 
rented house at Moreh ward 
No. 5.

The arrested men have 
disclosed that they along with 
one Md Ismail of Mayang Im-
phal Bengoon under Imphal 
West district were involved in 
trafficking of Rohingya girls 
from Myanmar to different 
parts of the World including 
India, the superintendent said.

According to the officer, 

the owner of the rented house 
of one Maulana Ahmed Hus-
sain (50) of Moreh ward No. 2 
and Md Ismail are still at large. 
A case has been registered for 
further investigation.

One card issued by United 
Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees and one Aadhar 
card have been recovered from 
possession of Mohd Saifullah 
while the other two failed to 
produce no valid documents, 
he added.

Dimapur, April 8 (EMN): A 
newly constructed church 
for believers of Lahing 
Koilajungle has been dedi-
cated on April 8 by Rev. Dr. 
Lima Jamir, professor of 
Eastern Theological Col-
lege of Jorhat.

A press release from 
the president of Assam Val-
ley Baptist Mission, Temsu 
Wathi Ao said the church 
was constructed by Rohit 
Tudo and his family who 
have been worshiping the 
Lord at Hingbolia Baptist 
Church for the past 17 
years, located 8 km away 
from his village along with 

another family from this 
locality who embraced 
Christ in the process.

They decided to build 
a church in a plot of land 
donated by Tudo and his 
family. With lack of re-
sources they approached 
the Assam Valley Baptist 
Mission (AVBM) for as-
sistance. 

Then the AVBM con-
nected the family mem-
bers of Tekameri and La-
nuchuba Mission based in 
Dimapur for stake holding 
for this noble cause there-
by the construction of the 
church could come to a 

reality today, the president 
informed.

During the dedication 
service, Akang Longkumer 
from Tekameri mission 
exhorted the gathering 
on behalf of Tekameri and 
Lanuchuba mission. 

Pastor of Hingbolia 
Baptist Church Puspo 
Sawra gave the gist of how 
the church was founded.

Gopin Ghatwal who 
has successfully complet-
ed Bible diploma from Im-
pur Bible School (IBS), has 
been installed as a youth 
pastor AVBM by Rev. Dr. 
Lima Jamir.

sue future goals in life and 
work. It should be utilized 
for good and in building 
the nation and not other-
wise, he said. 

Referring to the rela-
tions between Assam and 
Nagaland, Jamir said that 
the bond between the 
Assamese and the Naga 
people has been on for 
generations and centuries 
and they will always be 
neighbours. 

Although there may be 
differences over certain is-
sues politically, Jamir said 
that the media from both 
the states can play impor-
tant roles to resolve issues 
be it political, social, be 
it geographical. They can 
do so by helping to build 
positive public opinion and 
consensus.

The speaker called for 
building strong relations 
between the media per-
sonnel of both Assam and 
Nagaland. Such a relation 
would be pivotal in resolv-
ing issues between the two 
states, he said. 

The president of the 
SPC Dr. Mahanta wel-
comed the journalists and 
appreciated the Nagaland 
press fraternity for joining 
the celebration.

STATE/REGION

Karbi Anglong district administration and Diphu town committee members 
during the launch of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan at Diphu town of April 8.
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Kibithu (Arunachal Pradesh), 
April 8 (PTI): In a fresh inci-
dent of friction, the Chinese 
military last month strongly 
protested against the Indian 
Army’s “transgression” into the 
strategically sensitive Asaphila 
area along the disputed border 
in Arunachal Pradesh, but the 
Indian side roundly rejected 
the complaint, official sources 
said.

The sources said the Chi-
nese side raised the issue at 
a ‘Border Personnel Meeting’ 
(BPM) on March 15 here but 
the Indian Army dismissed 
it, saying that the area in the 
upper Subansiri region of Aru-
nachal Pradesh belongs to 
India and it has regularly been 
carrying out patrols there.

The sources told PTI that 
the Chinese side called India’s 
patrolling in the area a “trans-
gression” and the Indian Army 
objected to the terminology.

“China’s protest to our pa-
trolling in Asaphila is surpris-
ing,” said a source, adding 
there were several instances 
of Chinese intrusions in the 
area which had been taken up 
seriously by the Indian side in 
the past.

Under the BPM mecha-
nism, the two sides can reg-
ister their protest over any 
incident of transgression as 
there are varying perceptions 
about the Line of Actual Con-
trol (LAC) between the two 
countries.

The delegation of China’s 

Peoples Liberation Army spe-
cifically mentioned exten-
sive patrolling in Asaphila by 
Indian troops, saying such 
“violations” may escalate ten-
sions between the two sides in 
the area.

However, rejecting the Chi-
nese protest, the Indian side 
said its troops were aware of 
the alignment of the LAC and 
the Army would continue to 
carry out patrols up to the LAC, 
the de facto border between 
the two countries.

Perceptions of the border 
in the area between India and 
China are vastly different.

The sources said the Chi-
nese military specifically 
mentioned large-scale Indian 
patrolling in Asaphila near 

Fishtail 1 on December 21, 22 
and 23 last.

Indian and Chinese troops 
hold BPMs to resolve issues 
triggering tensions along the 
border. 

There are five BPM points 
along the LAC at Bum La and 
Kibithu in Arunachal Pradesh, 
Daulat Beg Oldi and Chushul 
in Ladakh, and Nathu La in 
Sikkim.

The BPM on March 15 had 
taken place at the Daimai post 
on the Chinese side in the 
Kibithu area.

At the BPM, the Chinese 
also accused the Indian side 
of damaging its road building 
equipment when a road laying 
party left its gear in Tuting in 
December last year following 

a protest by India.
The Indian Army rejected 

the allegation, the sources said.
The Chinese road building 

team had crossed into Indian 
territory, about 1 km inside the 
Line of Actual Control in the 
Tuting area, in the last week of 
December.

The road construction 
team left the area after Indian 
troops asked them to stop the 
activity.

The team brought in two 
excavators which were later 
returned.

The sources said the In-
dian Army has increased war-
fighting drills to deal with all 
possible scenarios along the 
LAC following the Doklam 
standoff.

“We are fully prepared to 
deal with any situation,” said a 
senior Army official.

India has been adopting 
a more assertive approach to 
counter China’s aggressive be-
haviour along the LAC.

Activities along the LAC 
by the two countries have in-
creased following the Doklam 
standoff.

Troops of India and China 
were locked in a 73-day face-
off in Doklam from June 16 
last year after the Indian side 
stopped the building of a road 
in the disputed area by the Chi-
nese Army. The impasse ended 
on August 28.

Sources said India has 
deployed more troops and 
increased patrolling in the 

mountainous terrains along 
the borders with China follow-
ing the Doklam face-off.

India is also strengthening 
its surveillance mechanism to 
keep an eye on Chinese activity 
along the borders in the strate-
gically sensitive Tibetan region 
and has even been regularly 
deploying choppers to carry 
out recce missions.

The government has been 
focusing on strengthening its 
defences along the border with 
China. 

In January, Army Chief Gen 
Bipin Rawat had said the time 
had come for the country to 
shift its focus from its borders 
with Pakistan to the frontier 
with China, reflecting the seri-
ousness of the situation.

Agartala, April 8 (IANS): 
The Bharatiya Janata 
Party, after its earth-shat-
tering victory over the 
Left Front in the recent 
assembly polls in Tripura, 
has renewed attempts 
to wrest the state’s two 
Lok Sabha seats from the 
CPI-M in the 2019 general 
elections.

BJP General Secretary 
(organisation) in-charge 
of northeastern states 
Ajay Jamwal, during his 
four-day tour to Tripura 
this week, held a series of 
meetings with leaders and 
asked the cadre to gear up 
for Lok Sabha polls.

State Vice President 
Subal  Bhowmik told 
IANS: “The party organi-
sation would be further 
revamped to win the two 
Lok Sabha seats in Tripura. 
(National) General Secre-
tary Ram Madhav would 
visit Tripura next week to 
give further boost...”

“The governmental 
and party organisational 
works would be further 
consolidated to win the 
hearts of more people be-
fore the parliamentary 

elections.”
In the February 18 

polls, BJP’s over 42,000 
grassroot level  party 
workers -- called “Pristha 
Pramukh” or “Panna Pra-
mukh” or “Panna Prab-
haris” (page observers) 
-- played a crucial role in 
the party’s performance.

T h e  R a s h t r i y a 
Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS)-shaped “Pristha Pra-
mukh”, required to focus 
on roughly 60 voters each, 
also played a key role in 
BJP’s victory in the Uttar 
Pradesh and Gujarat as-
sembly elections.

“Tripura has 3,214 
polling booths. We would 
further activate the party’s 
booth level workers and 
‘Pristha Pramukhs’ to ex-
pand the party base and to 
take the governance at the 
doorsteps of the people,” 
BJP state spokesman Mri-
nal Kanti Deb told IANS.

“The ‘Pristha Pra-
mukh’ would facilitate to 
bring the governmental 
schemes, scopes, facili-
ties and services to the 
people.”

The Communist Party 

of India-Marxist (CPI-M), 
the dominant partner of 
the Left Front, has won 
Tripura’s two Lok Sabha 
seats for the past six con-
secutive parliamentary 
polls since 1996.

In 2014 Lok Sabha 
polls, the CPI-M got 64 
per cent votes while the 
BJP secured 5.7 per cent. 
However in the assem-
bly polls, the BJP (43 per 
cent) and its electoral ally 
Indigenous People’s Front 
of Tripura (7.5 per cent) 
outscored the Left Front 
which obtained 45 per 
cent.

Prominent political 
analyst and writer Sekhar 
Datta told IANS that in 
Indian electoral history, 
“the CPI-M, which has be-
come the country’s domi-
nant Left party, has never 
been in direct confronta-
tion with the BJP, but in 
their maiden battle, the 
saffron party defeated the 
Left after making all-out 
efforts”.

Giving more details of 
the party’s efforts to ce-
ment its influence, Deb 
said from Monday, each 

Tripura minister would 
sit in the state party head-
quarters here twice a week 
(Monday and Thursday) to 
hear the problems of the 
people and suggestions 
of the party functionaries.

The state spokesman 
said within a week after as-
suming office, Chief Min-
ister Biplab Kumar Deb 
began holding “Janatar 
Darbar” in a bid to resolve 
people’s problems on the 
spot.

“Accompanied by all 
top officials, including 
Chief Secretary Sanjeev 
Ranjan, the Chief Minis-
ter on each Friday meets 
around 150 to 200 people 
at the civil secretariat and 
on each Wednesday and 
Saturday hears the prob-
lems of a large number of 
people at his residence,” 
Deb added. 

Last month, BJP Presi-
dent Amit Shah in Guwa-
hati said the BJP, along 
with its allies, would win 
at least 21 out of total 25 
Lok Sabha seats in the 
eight northeastern states 
in 2019 polls as against 
eight it won in 2014.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, April 8 (EMN): The presi-
dent of Karbi Students Association 
(KSA) Simeon Rongphar during a 
press conference held at KSA office 
on April 7 criticized the appoint-
ment of an outsider in the grade III 
post of the Additional director office 
in Soil Conservation (Hills), Karbi 
Anglong.

During the press conference 
Rongphar stated that on Nov. 23 
2016, the Soil Conservation depart-
ment under Karbi Anglong Autono-
mous Council (KAAC) conducted an 
interview for filling up of two post 
in the grade III as Soil conservation 
field worker. 

The criteria mentioned in the 
advertisement was that a person in-
tending to apply for the post should 
be an Indian citizen as defined in 
Article 5 to 8 of the constitution of 
India and residing in the district 
of Karbi Anglong. But surprisingly, 
when the appointment was made 
on Dec. 30 2017, one Manoj Kr. Ra-
bha was appointed in the said post. 
He is not a resident of Karbi but be-
longs to Nalbari district, Rongphar 
alleged. 

Manoj Kr. Rabha had registered 
his employment exchange with the 
Labour and Employment depart-
ment in Diphu, Rongphar further 
alleged.

It is regrettable that with the hope 
of getting the post many youths of 
the district have applied for it, but 
were denied. ‘It is quite strange how 
an outsider can get appointment 
here without fulfilling the requisite 
norms,’ Rongphar said.

Rongphar urged the CEM, KAAC 
Tuliram Ronghang to clarify on this 
matter as to how an outsider can get 
job, when the local youths are being 
denied. 

Manoj Kr. Rabha along with the 
members of the selection commit-
tee/board conducting the interview 
and those involved should imme-
diately be arrested, the KSA leaders 
demanded.

Aizawl, April 8 (PTI): A woman and her one-year-old 
daughter were killed in a hit-and-run incident in central 
Mizoram’s Serchhip district today, police said.

The incident happened at Thenzawl town in the 
district, the police said.

The driver did not stop the vehicle after hitting the 
woman and her daughter, they said.

The post-mortem examination will be carried out 
today, a police officer said.

An investigation has been initiated and efforts are 
on to nab the vehicle’s driver, the officer said.

Agartala, April 8 (IANS): In a major reshuffle after 
assuming power in Tripura nearly a month ago, the 
BJP-led government on Sunday issued the transfer 
and posting orders of 66 senior police officials, in-
cluding 15 from the IPS.

Six of the eight district police chiefs and seven 
of the 12 Commandants of Tripura State Rifles 
battalions are among those transferred, a Home 
Department official said.

Indian Police Service (IPS) officer Ajit Pratap 
Singh will be the new West Tripura district police 
chief while Avula Ramesh Reddy has been trans-
ferred to Gomati district.

Jal Singh Meena becomes the new Superintend-
ent of Police of South Tripura district while Sudipta 
Das has been shifted to Dhalai district. 

Kulwant Singh has been moved to Sepahijala 
district while Lucky Chauhan will be the first wom-
an head of Unakoti district police.

The official said IPS officer Kamal Chakraborty 
will be the new chief of Counterinsurgency and 
Anti-Terrorist School in Dhalai district. 

Tripura Police Service officer Pinaki Samanta 
will be the new SP (Traffic). Young IPS officer Abhijit 
Jaikrishnan Saptarshi will be the new SP (CID). 

Heads of various police training centres too have 
been shifted, including K.T.D. Singh of the Police 
Training Academy. 

A BJP-Indigenous People’s Front of Tripura alli-
ance government assumed office on March 9.

Imphal, April 8 (PTI): Ma-
nipur Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh has urged his Megha-
laya counterpart Conrad K 
Sangma to look into the prob-
lems faced by the Manipuris 
settled there.

Many Manipuris residing 
in Meghalaya have not been 
reportedly receiving benefits 
from government schemes 
in that state, Biren Singh told 
Conrad Sangma who was 
here yesterday.

He also complained that 
many Manipuris in Megha-
laya had not been issued Aad-
haar cards. They were also 
not providing land records, 
he claimed. Biren Singh also 
sought co-operation from 
Sangma regarding develop-
ment of the Manipur Bhawan 
in Shillong, an official press 
statement said.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, April 8 (EMN): Career 
counselling for students of pre 
and post matric students was 
conducted by Christian Educa-
tion department, Diphu Baptist 
Church at its church premises on 
April 7 Saturday.

The career counselling was 
conducted by speakers from vari-
ous specialised fields. 

The main stress was given 
to pre and post matric students 
who wishes to pursue higher 
education.

Students from various schools 

like Mt. Calvary, Christian Eng-
lish High School, St. Mary’s, Don 
Bosco Higher Secondary School, 
and schools from Manja and 
Hidipi attended the day’s coun-
selling. 

More than 71 students took 
part in the career counselling 

programme.
Meanwhile, a career counsel-

ling organised by Greater Guwa-
hati Karbi Students Association 
(GGKSA) in collaboration with 
Amri Development Society in 
Umrongso witnessed more than 
1200 students.

Imphal, April 8 (PTI): Ma-
nipur Chief Minister N 
Biren Singh today sought 
the cooperation of bu-
reaucrats and legislators in 
carrying out development 
work in the state.

“The lawmakers have 
been elected to power 
so that they can work for 
the welfare of the people. 
Clocking office hours eve-
ry day may not be enough 
to realize this purpose,” he 
said during a first-of-its-
kind interactive session 
with cabinet ministers 
and bureaucrats at City 
Convention Centre here.

T h e  C M  a l s o  a n -
nounced the launch of 
“Go to Village” programme 
for the farmers of the state.

The programme, to be 
initiated in the first week 
of May, will deal with ag-
ricultural problems expe-
rienced by farmers, create 
awareness on construc-
tion of homes in disaster-
prone areas, and enable 
better cooperation among 
horticulture, agriculture 
and fisheries departments.

“We should take in-
spiration from Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
‘Sab ka Saath, Sab ka Vikas 
scheme,” he said.

The legislators have 
entered an agreement, un-
der which they will have to 
build at least 20 houses in 
their respective constitu-
encies for underprivileged 
people, the CM said.

Stressing the need to 
“upgrade the quality of 
life”, he said, all govern-
ment programmes need to 
be implemented on time 
and monitored routinely 
to ensure their success.

“The BJP-led govern-
ment has been able to 
bridge the gap that had 
existed between diverse 
communities, stop strikes 
and blockades, and focus 
on development by initiat-
ing different projects,” the 
CM said, adding that he 
holds parleys with people 
from time to time to listen 
to their grievances.

Several officials, on this 
occasion, aired their griev-
ances, which ranged from 
manpower shortage to 
lack of office space and 
outdated equipment of 
fire services.

Additional Director 
General of Police Christo-
pher Doungel said home 
guard personnel do not 
get proper vehicles or bar-
racks. Additional SP L Pri-
yadarshini called for bet-
ter coordination between 
social welfare department 
and police.

She also sought the 
launch of an emergency 
number for transporting 
accident victims in well-
equipped ambulances. 

The CM, on his part, 
promised to look into the 
problems encountered by 
officials in their every day 
work. 

Dimapur, April 8 (EMN): 
The Chief Minister of As-
sam Sarbananda Sonowal 
along with Minister of 
State of Railways Rajen 
Gohain and other digni-
taries jointly flagged off a 
new express train service 
between Dibrugarh and 
Silchar on April 8 herald-
ing a new era of overnight 
communication between 
the two biggest cities of 
Upper Assam and Barak 
Valley respectively. 

A press statement is-
sued by the NF Railway 
Maligaon on April 8 stated 
that with the introduction 
of the new weekly train, a 
long standing demand of 
people from both the areas 
has been fulfilled. 

‘This train will go a 
long way in strengthening 
the bond between people 
of Barak and Brahmaputra 
valleys apart from improv-
ing rail connectivity. It’s 
like dream coming true 
for a huge section of popu-
lation who are used to 
commute between Upper 
Assam and South Assam 
districts,’ stated the re-

lease. 
Sarbananda Sonowal 

is said to have expressed 
his happiness over intro-
duction of the new serv-
ice. He thanked the Prime 
Minister for taking special 
interest in development 
of Northeast region by 
allocating more than INR 
90,000 crore. He hoped 
that more such services 
will be introduced in near 
future to fulfil the wish 
of the common people 
of North-eastern region. 
Shri Rajen Gohain Min-
ister of State of Railways 
in his speech hoped that 
the new train will be very 
helpful for students study-
ing in universities, medical 
colleges and engineering 
colleges apart from busi-
nessmen etc.  It will also 
be helpful for people of 
Mizoram, Manipur and 
Arunachal Pradesh.

The inaugural cere-
mony at Dibrugarh sta-
tion were attended by  
Terash Gowalla, MLA-
Duliajan; Binod Hazarika, 
MLA-Chabua; Rituparna 
Baruah, MLA-Lahowal; 

Rameswar Teli, MP-Dibru-
garh; Kamakhya Prasad 
Tasha, MP-Jorhat apart 
from General Manager 
NF Railway Sanjive Roy 
and Prashant Mishra, di-
visional railway manager-
Tinsukia/NF Railway.

While at Silchar, Kab-
indra Purkayastha, Ex-Un-
ion Minister; Amar Chand 
Jain, MLA-Katigora; Mihir 
Kanti Shome, MLA-Udar-
bandh and Rajdeep Goala, 
MLA-Lakhipur apart from 
other distinguished peo-
ple were present to witness 
this historic occasion.

The regular service of 
the train is said to start on 
April 16 from Dibrugarh 
and from Silchar on April 
17. 

The train is said to 
have AC 2 tier, AC 3 tier, 
sleeper class and gen-
eral second class ac-
commodation available 
while stoppages would 
be at Sibsagar Town, Si-
maluguri Jn, Mariani Jn, 
Furkating Jn, Dimapur, 
Lumding, New Haflong, 
Badarpur Jn during its 
journey both ways. 

China objects to India’s ‘transgression’; India says Arunachal our land

After crushing CPI-M in Tripura, BJP 
eyes the state’s Lok Sabha seats

KSA demands clarification from KAAC 
on job appointment to ‘outsider’ 

Woman, minor daughter 
killed in road accident

New govt. does first major 
Tripura Police reshuffle

Biren urges 
Sangma to 
solve problems 
of Manipuris in 
Meghalaya

Career counselling for students held in Karbi Anglong 

CM asks MLAs, 
bureaucrats to work for 
Manipur’s development

New weekly train between 
Dibrugarh and Silchar flagged off
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Wrong to compare household, 
government budgets – Niti Aayog

RBI may start rate hike 
cycle by Q4 2018 – Report

MSME sector got substantial impetus 
from Mudra Yojana, says Modi

Nokia-maker HMD Global aims to make components in India

CGST Mumbai zone mops up 
INR 72,509 crore revenue till Feb. 1

New Delhi, April 8 (IANS): 
Decrying the economic or-
thodoxy in India handed 
down from Europe of cut-
ting fiscal deficits to bal-
ance budgets, Niti Aayog 
Vice Chairman Rajiv Kumar 
on Sunday called for new 
definitions to be adopted 
for government expenditure 
and described as fallacious 
the comparisions made be-
tween household and na-
tional budgets.

Speaking at industry 
chamber CII’s Annual Ses-
sion 2018 here, Kumar also 
said the Niti Aayog, which 
has replaced the erstwhile 
Planning Commission, is 
currently working to design 
performance and outcome-
based parameters for all 
budget items in order to im-
prove the efficiency of public 
expenditure.

“I strongly believe that 
macro policy has to be coun-

ter-cyclical. When private 
investment is weak and jobs 
are needed, then the govern-
ment has to step in (with 
investment),” said Kumar at 
a session titled “The Fiscal 
Conundrum”.

“It is sheer nonsense to 
compare household with 
government budgets, a trend 
that was started with (former 
British Prime Minister) Mar-
garet Thatcher,” he said, 
explaining that the whole 
is always much more than 
the mere sum of individual 
parts. 

“We need to think of the 
fiscal situation of the coun-
try as a whole and for all 
the levels of government 
including the local,” he said, 
adding, however, that it was 
important to maintain a 
“delicate fiscal balance” and 
governments should not en-
gage in populist measures.

“There is no reason for 

fiscal populism. It is to rein 
in politicians and govern-
ments taking populist meas-
ures that the FRBM (Fiscal 
Responsibility and Budget 
Management) Act, 2003, 
came along,” Kumar said.

Presenting his last full 
budget in February before 
the general elections early in 
2019, Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley made a significant 
announcement of fiscal slip-
page with implications for 
pushing inflation, revising 
upwards the government’s 
fiscal deficit target for 2017-
18 to 3.5 per cent of the GDP, 
or the equivalent of Rs 5.95 
lakh crore.

The higher target came 
in place of the 3.2 per cent 
-- or Rs 5.46 lakh crore -- for 
the current fiscal announced 
earlier.

In the budget, Jaitley also 
announced that the mini-
mum support price (MSP) 

for notified kharif crops will 
be 1.5 times the input cost, 
and also stepped up total 
budgetary allocation for 
the sector for next fiscal by 
about 5 per cent.

Criticising the “fetish” of 
fiscal deficit, the Niti Aayog 
Vice Chairman said he pre-
ferred, instead, to use the 
measure of revenue defi-
cit and that government 
borrowing for investment 
whose returns would be 
higher than the interest paid 
is a good thing.

“Let us come up with 
new definitions, rather than 
ideology and stick with rules 
and regulations that are out-
dated,” he said.

“Education and health 
are now defined as revenue 
expenditure, as also on R&D. 
Let us put all these under 
capital expenditure... all 
these are productivity en-
hancing, with education one 

is creating human capital.
“With a view to improve 

efficiency of public expendi-
ture and public sector per-
formance, the Niti Aayog is 
working to create perform-
ance and outcome-based 
measures for all budget line 
items,” he added.

Emeritus Professor of 
Economics at the Jawaharlal 
Nehru University Deepak 
Nayyar pointed out that cur-
rently investment in India 
as a proportion to GDP was 
6 per cent lower at a time of 
sluggish private investment 
than some years back and 
that the “fiscal space” of the 
states was limited by the fact 
that they need RBI permis-
sion to borrow.

Kumar urged industry to 
be proactive against the “fet-
ish of fiscal deficit”. “I don’t 
see industry’s voice coming 
out against fiscal fetishism,” 
he said.

New Delhi, April 8 (PTI): The 
Reserve Bank is expected to 
go for a hike in key policy 
rates by the fourth quarter 
of this year, as the country’s 
economic recovery is likely to 
be be on a “surer footing” by 
then, says a Morgan Stanley 
report. The global financial 
services major, expects the 
start of a shallow rate hike 
cycle by the fourth quarter 
of 2018. “The key argument 
for the case for a rate hike 
by 4Q18 is two-fold, in that 

we don’t expect a signifi-
cant overshoot of inflation 
relative to the RBI’s target and 
that the economic recovery 
will be on a surer footing by 
then,” Morgan Stanley said 
in a research note.

“Against this backdrop of 
greater certainty and a more 
sustained recovery in growth, 
the central bank can then 
move to commence a shal-
low rate hike cycle,” it said.

Five members of the 
panel, including the RBI 

Governor, voted for a status 
quo while executive director 
Michael Patra was the lone 
member who wanted the key 
rate to be hiked by 25 basis 
points.

According to a Deutsche 
Bank Research, given the cur-
rent and near-term growth-
inflation mix, the RBI is likely 
to remain on an extended 
pause provided there is nor-
mal monsoon and global oil 
prices remain below USD 
70/barrel.

New Delhi, April 8 (IANS): Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Sunday hailed the union 
government scheme of Mudra Yojana for 
giving substantial impetus to the Micro, 
Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) 
sector and said it is crucial for the country’s 
transformation.

Launched in 2015, the Pradhan Mantri 
Mudra Yojana (PMMY) was introduced to 
cater to entrepreneurs who were either in 
their early stage or require lesser funds in 
order to get their business running.

As the scheme completed three years 
of its launch on Sunday, Modi tweeted his 
delight and said that his government was 
undertaking a series of steps and reforms to 
facilitate further growth in the sector.

“Through Mudra Yojana, the MSME sec-
tor is receiving a substantial impetus. MSME 
is a sector that is crucial for India’s transfor-
mation and our government is undertaking 
a series of steps and reforms to facilitate 
further growth in the sector,” Modi said.

He said the Mudra Yojana was further-
ing a spirit of enterprise and self-reliance 
among youth and women. The scheme was 
launched for providing loans upto Rs 10 lakh 

to the non-corporate, non-farm small and 
micro enterprises. “A substantial number of 
Mudra beneficiaries are women and young-
sters from the Scheduled Caste, Scheduled 
Tribes and Other Backward Class communi-
ties, which is extremely heartening,” he said.

He said the PMMY was launched to 
give wings to the aspirations of citizens and 
harness the entrepreneurial energy among 
youth. 

“...I am delighted to see how Mudra 
Yojana has brought prosperity in the lives 
of many.”

The Prime Minister also took the op-
portunity to invite the beneficiaries of the 
scheme to share their success stories and 
said he would meet some of them at his of-
ficial residence on April 11.

“Dear friends on social media, do share 
with me success stories of Mudra Yojana that 
you know about. I would love to meet some 
of the friends from the world of social media 
who share these stories,” he said.

“...I look forward to a special pro-
gramme!... It would be wonderful to speak 
to them and personally hear about their 
journeys,” he said.

New Delhi, April 8 (IANS):  Eyeing 
aggressive growth in India, Finnish 
company HMD Global -- which sells 
the iconic Nokia brand of phones 
-- is working hard towards manu-
facturing its own components in the 
country, a top company executive 
has emphasised.

The company, which has sold 70 
million Nokia devices globally, has 
grown its business nearly five times 
in the past eight months in India.

According to Counterpoint Re-
search, Nokia was at fifth spot in the 
feature phones market with six per 
cent share (as of December 2017).

“We are following the phased 
manufacturing programme. In line 
with this, we have started having 
conversations with our partner 
Foxconn to manufacture our own 
components in the country,” Ajey 
Mehta, Vice President and Country 
Head-India, HMD Global, told IANS 
in an interview.

“It will happen over a period of 
time. We may be a little behind, but 
it will eventually happen and the 
components that attract import duty 
will be manufactured here,” Mehta 

added.
With an aim to boost domestic 

manufacturing, the government 
has imposed a 10 per cent duty on 
import of key components such as 
camera module and printed circuit 
board assembly.

The company said it will also 
work with Foxconn to set up surface-
mount technology lines.

Surface-mount technology 
(SMT) is a method for producing 
electronic circuits in which the 
components are mounted or placed 
directly on to the surface of printed 
circuit boards (PCBs).

“It will take some time, but we 
will do that for sure,” Mehta told 
IANS.

HMD Global got the licence in 
2016 to sell Nokia-branded devices 
for the next 10 years and displayed 
its first line-up last year.

HMD Global is also mulling 
about expanding its portfolio to en-
ter all price segments in India.

To create ripples in the Indian 
premium smartphone market, the 
Finnish company just launched its 
flagship Nokia 8 Sirocco, along with 
two other mid-segment devices -- 
the Nokia 6 and Nokia 7 Plus -- that 

run Android One, the unmodified 
Android operating system (OS).

“We put our best foot forward 
with Nokia 8 Sirocco. It is made out 
of steel, is 95 per cent glass and is 
a performance-packed device in a 
compact design. We are confident 
about it,” the top executive noted.

Highlighting the importance of 
feature phones, Mehta said: “The 
end game is to be a full-range player. 
Feature phones are also a big oppor-
tunity. We will continue to invest in 
feature phones and refresh some of 
them over a period of time”.

The competitive landscape has 
changed significantly in the last one 
year with the rise of brands such as 
Reliance Jio, Nokia HMD and itel in 
the feature phone segment.

Last year, HMD Global worked 
on “building the blocks” in India 
and, this year, it is looking for col-
laborations (such as a tie-up with 
IPL cricket team KKR) to enhance 
the value of the brand in the country.

HMD Global has also launched 
Nokia “Mobile Shop” -- its own on-
line shop for all Nokia handsets and 
accessories in India.

Mumbai, April 8 (PTI): The 
Mumbai zone of the Central 
GST Commissionerate has 
mopped up revenue of INR 
72,509 crore till February 
this year, tax officials said.

The new Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) regime, 
which harmonises all cen-
tral and sales levies, was im-
plemented by the govern-
ment from July 1 of last year. 
The Mumbai zone consists 
of 11 tax payers commis-
sionerates including Mum-
bai, Thane, Navi Mumbai, 
Palghar, Raigarh, Bhiwandi 
and Belapur, among others. 
The Mumbai city has four 
zones - West, East, Central 
and South.

The total revenue col-
lection from the zone from 
July last year to February 
stood at INR 72,509 crore, 
they added.

Among the 11 commis-
sionerates, the highest col-
lection was from Mumbai-
East at INR 19,405 crore 
between July 2017 and Feb-
ruary 2018, GST Commis-
sioner (Mumbai East) Vijay 
Risi said.

The Mumbai-South 
zone collected INR 15,351 
crore, while Mumbai-Cen-
tral’s revenue stood at INR 
13,812 crore in the eight 
months. The collection 
from Mumbai-West zone 
was INR 6,581 crore in the 
same period, a senior tax 
official said.

CGST col lection of 
Thane zone was INR 2,931 
crore, while Belapur netted 
INR 4,106 crore, he said.

These revenue figures 
refer to the collection of 
GST by the central GST of-
fices in Mumbai. The figures 
for March CGST collection 
from the zone will be known 
by April-end, the official 
said.

Meanwhile, in order to 
help tax payers from the 
Mumbai zone file GST re-
turns, the Central GST au-
thority of the area has set up 
a return filling facility (RFF).

The facility is function-
ing at GST Seva Kendra, GST 
Commissionerate of Mum-
bai (East) at Parel, central 
Mumbai, since February on 
a pilot basis.

Admission forms for class XI hostellers are now 
available. The school focuses on excellence in 
results both state level and nationally (JEE) while 
moulding our youths to walk a righteous life in the 
teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ. Over the past 
30 years our graduating students have successfully 
achieved high levels of academic and professional 
qualiÞcation all over India and abroad. 
¥ Kitchen fully equipped with award winning German brand
¥ AC in each hostel
¥ 32Ó Flat screen LED Smart TV in each 18 hostels
¥ Regular qualiÞed visitors from abroad especially from UK 

involving in many Þelds: Robotics, Football coaching,English etc.
¥ Fully equipped classrooms, labs, Tata classedge and library
¥ Clean Elken drinking water Þlter in each hostel.
¥ Bi-annual Revival camps
¥ Residential Pastor 
¥ Social events throughout the year: sports, literary, life skills, 

banquet, carnival etc.
¥ Regular social and academic excursion using St.John Bus
¥ QualiÞed Nurse in campus for First Aid
¥ Sports and games in campus: 12 different outdoor Þelds and 

indoor games in hostel
¥ Each 18 dorms led by 18 qualiÞed and dedicated wardens.
¥ about 170 working Staff in St.John

Admission forms are 
available during ofÞce 
hours between 
9AM-1PM  

Note: Students with tattoos are 
not eligible for admission 

St. John Hr Sec Res School, 
Indisen Village,  
Diphu Road, Dimapur

St. John Higher Secondary Residential School 
ADMISSION 

Class XI Hostellers: Science (both girls & boys) & Arts (girls only)

    	 	   Mr Arlu Imchen  
is one of  our  

accomplished   
alumni. He is a  
senior manager 

 of  Air TrafÞc Management in Delhi  
International Airport under 
(Airport Authority of  India)

D-5233

The facility, which pro-
vides free service to tax pay-
ers, has been been rolled 
out in partnership with the 
Western Indian Regional 
Council (WIRC) of the Insti-
tute of Chartered Account-
ants of India (ICAI).

Explaining the reason 
for starting the facility, Risi, 
said, “Our analysis shows 
that tax payers were not 
able to file returns because 
of high cost of filing returns, 
non- availability of comput-
ers, Internet and in some 
cases, due to lack of under-
standing of law and proce-
dures.” 

He said as per data, only 
69 per cent of the tax payers 
are filling returns across the 
country due to high cost 

and lack of infrastructure, 
necessitating such a win-
dow. This facility provides 
tax payers with computers 
and Internet to help them 
file returns, under the su-
pervision of GST officials, 
he added.

It can handle up to 50 
returns every day and be-
tween 500-1,000 in a month.

Risi said initial response 
to the facility has been luke-
warm, but expressed hope 
that more number of tax 
payers will use this unit go-
ing ahead.

He said efforts are being 
made to create awareness 
about return filing facility. 
Officials are also sending 
SMSes to non-filers to im-
prove awareness.
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Freedom As  
a Threat

T
he Internet was mostly dominated either by 
text-based sites or sites with low-quality im-
ages. The years were dominated by static 
HTML pages and directory-forms of discus-

sion forums and chat rooms. Advancement in tech-
nology led to an increase in the transmission of infor-
mation, especially rich content, which also came with 
more interactive interfaces. It completely changed 
the Internet in the mid-2000s. The technology world 
christened the new form of the Internet the Web 2.0. 

In looking back, it is safe to say that although 
speculative investment led to the dot-com bubble in 
the early 2000s, it did speed up advancement in in-
formation technology. It was a loss for investors but it 
brought about monumental advancements in IT. The 
results are seen presently in the Internet.

What was left of the dot-com companies then 
started to focus on dynamic, interactive content as-
sisted by faster and richer forms of content. The newer 
form of platforms in the Internet sped up the process 
although interaction was what the Web was supposed 
to do. It was almost in real time that the companies 
and the technology enthusiast were eager to make 
consumers the producers of content. What was a 
fairly controlled way of publishing for centuries was 
reversed when sites allowed users to become produc-
ers of content. User-generated content became the in-
thing. Blogs began to surface all over the Web followed 
by Wikis and social networking sites. Then social me-
dia gradually entered the scene to become the next big 
thing in the Internet and the rest is history.

Social media in its current form is still evolving. It 
will take a few more years until some forms of regu-
lation and Best Practices are applied by site owners. 
Content-monitoring and regulation negate the entire 
concept of user-generated content. However, the rise 
in fake news, hate campaigns, defamatory contents 
etc., is becoming a threat for humanity. Above all, the 
use of knowledge, especially psychology and micro-
targeting, to influence the masses is the most dan-
gerous of all the demerits of social media. Studies by 
Stanford University and University of Cambridge in 
2015 have shown that a computer can judge person-
ality traits far more precisely than humans can. That 
too, just based on Facebook “likes”. What used to be 
a telephonic call exercise during the time of Clinton 
and Blair can now be achieved through data from so-
cial media and networking sites.  The Trump elections 
and Cambridge Analytica scandal might just be the tip 
of the iceberg. It is time for the governments and regu-
latory bodies around the world to be very afraid and 
initiate proper mechanisms for control but without 
curbing the freedom of expression. 

Pakinrichapbo

Living for the Lord leaves a lasting legacy.

Some years ago our sons and I spent a week on 
an abandoned backcountry ranch on the Salmon 
River, Idaho’s “River of No Return.”

One day, exploring the ranch, I came across an an-
cient grave with a wooden marker. Whatever inscription 
the marker may have borne had long since been weath-
ered away. Someone lived and died—now was forgot-
ten. The gravesite seemed tragic to me. After we got 
home I spent several hours reading about the history of 
the old ranch and that area, but could find no informa-
tion about the person buried there.

They say that the best among us is remembered for 
100 years or so. The rest of us are soon forgotten. The 
memory of past generations, like our markers, soon 
fades away. Yet our legacy has been passed on through 
the family of God. How we’ve loved God and others in 
our lifetime lives on. Malachi 3:16–17 tells us, “a book of 
remembrance was written before Him for those who fear 
the Lord and who esteem His name. ‘They will be Mine,’ 
says the Lord of hosts, ‘on the day that I prepare My own 
possession’ ” (nasb).

Paul said of David that he “served God’s purpose 
in his own generation” and departed (Acts 13:36). Like 
him, may we love the Lord and serve Him in our genera-
tion and leave the remembering to Him. “They will be 
Mine,” says the Lord.

May I be faithful to You today, Lord, as I spend my 
time loving others with Your love. Help me to trust 

You with the legacy I’m leaving behind.

DAILY
PATH

Leaving a Legacy

BIBLE READ:   ISAIAH 49:14–16
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

A scroll of remembrance was written in his 
presence concerning those who feared the Lord 

and honored his name.  
~  Malachi 3:16

Protective Thinking: The Current  Status of Freedom of Speech and Expression in Nagaland

T
he year 2018 A.D. opens a new chapter for the 
state of Nagaland in many fronts, after several 
years of outcry of public disappointment with 
the functioning style of govt of Nagaland, not 

realizing that their stupidity in numerous crucial ar-
eas has given free hand to the elected representatives 
to function as they wished to. Till then one find many 
reasons to remain optimist on the destiny of Nagaland 
on witnessing the citizens exercising their right to  free-
dom of speech and expression, expressing their distain 
on social problems by having intense discussion and 
giving progressive write ups by the enlightened citizens 
in social and print media  condemning the violations 
of human rights especially the physical assaults of 
women folks, for the record; such thing happen only in 
self claimed “Christian” Naga society, getting thrashed 
for not voting for clan or village chosen candidates, is 
this allowed in democracy?, arbitrary decisions of vil-
lage council across the states, fights between different 
party workers it’s like mini war both physical and psy-
chological in nature is declared by all against all dur-
ing election in Christian State called Nagaland.  When 
good people chose to remain silent injustice will hap-
pen on daily basis. 

The unchecked abuse of serving illegal summons 
by everybody to anybody
What I want to remind here is that, are the citizens 
right to freedom of speech and expression really en-
joyed by people of Nagaland?, without any infringe-
ment of their fundamental rights due to the arbitrary 
action of different types of organizations or society 
groups. The current status of freedom of speech and 
expression says no, there are reported cases in media 
where enlightened citizen expression is followed by 
serving illegal summons or issuing threat to withdraw 
their statements or clarify. Need of the hour is the pro-
tection of its citizens from individuals or organization 
who dares to take law into their own hands in retalia-
tion to the unbiased and rational views expressed by 
enlightened citizens.

And eying from the customary angle it is a taboo 
or a prohibition to speak out anything against the de-
cisions or the stand of clan elders, village elders and 
tribe leaders in Naga society. If enlightened individu-
als voice out seeing the injustice or crooked decisions, 
he or she will be banished from the fold of clan, village 
and tribe fold. This is the true status of democracy in 
Nagaland. 

So in order to change and develop Nagaland in all 
areas, no room shall be given for excuses in failing to 
protect citizen’s right to freedom of speech and ex-
pression. Healthy public discourse is the only way out 
for the finding the right diagnosis for the varied ills of 
Nagaland and to facilitate the success of democracy in 
any democratic state.

To help the readers understand better the impor-
tance of freedom of speech and expression, I shall 
highlight some relevant passage extracted from the 
book ‘our constitution: an introduction to india’s con-
stitution and constitutional law’ written by Dr. Subash 
C. Kashyap, an Advocate and a well known expert in 
constitutional law, parliamentary affairs and political 
management.

Page 120-121 of the book, Our Constitution, says:
Freedom of speech and expression is a sine qua 

non (a requirement or necessity) of the functioning of 
a democratic polity. Democracy means a government 
by persuasion and unless there are freedom for discus-
sion of political as well as others matters, the polity 
could not be termed democracy. And, as a natural cor-

ollary, the term includes freedom of the press as well. 
Its import has been succinctly brought out by Justice 
Patanjali  Sastri in the following words:

Freedom of speech and of the press lay at the foun-
dation of all democratic organization, for without 
free political discussion no public education, so es-
sential for the proper functioning of the process of 
popular governments, is possible.
Article 19(1) (a) guarantees to every Indian citizen 

the right to freedom of speech and expression. Though 
it does not specifically refer to the freedom of the press, 
this right has been held to be included in the right to 
freedom of speech and expression.

Freedom of the press is the heart of social and po-
litical intercourse. It is the  primary duty of 
the courts to uphold the freedom of the press and 
invalidate all laws or administrative actions which 
interfere with it contrary to the constitutional man-
date.
This means that every citizen is free to express his 

views, beliefs and convictions freely and without inhi-
bitions by word of mouth, through writing, printing, 
picturising or in any other manner.

Thus, imposing of free censorship on a newspa-
per or prohibiting it from publishing its own views or 
those of its correspondents on burning topic of the day 
would constitute a violation of the right to freedom of 
speech and expression. The right is enjoyed by the citi-
zens not only within the territory of India but beyond 
its borders. Freedom of the press is regarded as “the 
mother of all liberties” in a democratic society but it is 
not absolute and unfettered.  An unrestricted freedom 
of speech and expression would amount to an uncon-
trolled license and could lead to disorder and anarchy. 
The freedom is not to be misunderstood by the press 
so as to disregard its duty to be responsible. If a news-
paper publishes what is improper, mischievously false 
or illegal and abuses its liberty it must be punished by 
Court of law.

Reality check and the silence of local crusaders of 
democratic ideals 
Now let’s come back to the present reality of our state 
and the records it has in guaranteeing as well as pro-
tecting citizen’s rights to freedom of speech and ex-
pression. Nagaland does badly when it come to this 
department due to various factors, notably one factor 
owes to living multiple lives under multiple govern-
ments with too many authorities. To be brief, both in 
the past and present, whenever enlightened citizen’s 
highlights the social problems or any form of injustice 
in details they often end up as victims without any pro-
tection from the government. 

Expression of enlightened individuals are often 
followed with serving of illegal summons by private 
groups or threatening of dire consequences to the 
personal being of that individuals, when such cases 
happens, many local crusaders of democratic ideals 
who earlier had  passionately  deliberated how Naga 
villages  are a democratic republic since forefathers 
times, that democratic govt is the best form of govt not 
dictatorship (with hidden reference to leaders of Naga 
Nationalist factions not remembering his true self also 
by nature all human beings wants to dominate not 
be dominated in any form) “govt of the people, by the 
people, for the people” blah blah blah... will choose 
to remain silent and speed away like a scared kittens 
hiding for protection from its bully. When golden op-
portunity rises to put their democratic theories or hy-
potheses into practice they chose to stay mum instead 
of condemning such ancient barbarism exhibited by 
certain organizations that disagree with expression of 
an awakened individual and seek vengeance, as seen 

from the threat of dire consequence made by such 
groups compose of individuals who are also all church 
members of certain churches, you see!. This ancient 
barbarism of attacking anybody who disagrees with 
their views or actions has been going in Nagaland be-
fore the advent of print media and even when print 
media started public discourse through their dailies. 
Such incidents has gone down yet it reoccurs from 
time to time, law enforcers need to take a serious ac-
tion on such arbitrary actions of NGOs  or any type of 
organization .

Message to Lawmakers of Nagaland State
 Law makers of Nagaland state need to have a serious 
debate in the house on such urgent matters and en-
sure legal action to prohibit any organizations in the 
near future from issuing illegal summons to individu-
als or groups. Also state government through its justice 
and law department need to sensitize general public 
that only court of law and central agency established 
by the act of parliament can issue summons not pri-
vate groups. If present govt is serious on developing 
the state like it promised, these is one of the first steps 
required in developing the state and raise the living 
standard of the people.

Message to General Public
The general public should also learn step by step to 
take any form of disputes to the court of law to set-
tle and avoid taking law into their own hands. In the 
same manner govt. machinery must not cooperate 
with general public in obstruction of justice in sensi-
tive matters. It is also the duty of every unbiased peo-
ple if they exist in village or towns of Nagaland to ad-
vice and oppose when some people resort to ancient 
barbarism to settle any kind of disagreements instead 
of approaching the appropriate authority established 
by law. Nagaland society is really poor in handling 
disagreements on any sensitive matters therefore govt. 
need to be alert 24x7 to protect citizen’s lives and pre-
vent law and order problems.

Ponder upon famous sayings of  free speech
The general public of Nagaland need to seriously pon-
der on the famous saying on free speech attributed to 
Voltaire but disputed by some ; “I wholly disapprove of  
what you say- and will defend to the death your right 
to say it.” Which literally means one should not violate 
others rights to express his views though one may disa-
gree with such views but also defend others freedom 
to express.

Also another extracts from the article about free 
speech written in 1922 periodical “Colliers” of America:

“If you deny to anyone else the right to say what 
you think is wrong, it will not be long before you will 
lose the right to say what you think is right. Defense of 
the freedom of others is self-defense.”

Change the minds
The famous and one of the world greatest literary 
figures George Bernard Shaw’s quoted: “Progress is 
impossible without change, and those who cannot 
change their minds cannot change anything.” This 
quotation really suit with the mentality of Nagaland 
society, change has been the most quoted words by al-
most every individuals yet we don’t see any change in 
the attitude of the people. For, we are long blinded by 
the culture of manpower.

In conclusion, to build a progressive democratic 
society, general public as well as the government at 
any cost has to protect the citizen’s right to freedom of 
speech and expression and encourage new progres-
sive thinking to cure the decaying society. But till now 
we see tyrants everywhere in Nagaland from the occu-
pants of the lowest office to the highest. 

Mithilesh Kumar Sinha

Parliament Session Disruption: 
Mockery of Democracy

A 
healthy parliament 
works on three ‘D’ 
i.e. debate, dissent 
and discussion. But 

the fourth ‘D’ Disruption has 
crept into the Indian parlia-
ment and has become a bone 
of contention not only for par-
liamentary functioning but 
also for the people of India. 
The current washout of the 
Parliamentary session throws 
open larger questions about 
the role and relevance of the 
institution.  Disruptions have 
become an endemic feature of 
the functioning of the Indian 
Parliament Not doing debate 
and discussion produced a 
mockery of democracy. Taxes 
collected from the people be-
ing spent by the government in 
an arbitrary manner — without 
discussion in Parliament 

The Budget session of Par-
liament which concluded on 
Friday, was a complete wash-
out, marking the end of a ses-
sion in which 127 hours of 
work were lost to protests over 
varied issues. The Rajya Sabha 
saw 120 working hours being 
wasted. As the government 
and opposition have contin-
ued to level charges at one 
other, the institution of Parlia-
ment has emerged as the big-
gest victim, as near-negligible 
business has been conducting. 
The second leg of the Budget 
Session ended in a washout 
on Friday as both Houses of 
Parliament were adjourned 
sine dine, bringing to a close 
a month of pandemonium 
and repeated disruptions that 
saw a total of nearly 250 work-
ing hours wasted. In the ses-
sion that began on March 5, 
the Lok Sabha lost 127 hours 

and 45 minutes while the Ra-
jya Sabha lost more than 121 
hours. Looking at the data 
for the overall session, Lok 
Sabha spent 1% of its produc-
tive time on legislative busi-
ness, while Rajya Sabha spent 
6%. this session witnessed the 
poorest performance of Ques-
tion Hour in Lok Sabha since 
2014. Question Hour in Lok 
Sabha functioned for 12% of 
its scheduled time and for 4% 
in Rajya Sabha. This has been 
a terrible time for our Parlia-
ment not because one or an-
other issue could not be de-
bated, but because depraved 
parliamentary practice was on 
view  “our parliamentarians 
cannot be allowed   to hold the 
nation to ransom while the na-
tion pays 1•5 crore per hour 
to run the Lok Sabha and the 
Rajya Sabha.”   There already 

is a dearth of time to acknowl-
edge the needs of an 125 crore 
population by a handful of 
men and upon it there comes 
the burden of these flippant 
conversations, also known 
as ‘disruptions’.  The citizens 
have paid enough to watch 
this tomfoolery with the future 
of the nation. The most popu-
lous democracy in the world 
has become the worst, going 
by the behaviour of the MPs, 
especially those stalling leg-
islation on a daily basis in the 
Parliament. Disrupting Parlia-
ment reflects badly on these 
leaders, especially when it in-
volves the non-passing of bills 
which benefit the poor.  We 
live in one of the most stable 
democracy of the world and 
patience and tolerance are the 
pillars on which it stands. Con-
sidering stability a boon, the 

politicians must not swerve 
from their pledge to serve the 
nation and its people.  The 
people have voted for the MP; 
that MP is supposed to re-
spond to their needs and also 
to her/his conscience. Not ac-
cording to her/his party boss 
or high commands because s/
he is a people’s representative.

According to PRS Legisla-
tive Research, “this was the 
least productive Budget session 
for both Houses since 2000”. 
During the session on an aver-
age, Lok Sabha worked for 21 
per cent of its scheduled time, 
while Rajya Sabha worked for 
27 per cent, it said. According to 
data provided by Parliamentary 
Affairs minister Ananth Kumar, 
the productivity of the Lok 
Sabha(LS) was 134 per cent, 
and that of the Rajya Sabha(RS) 
around 96 per cent during the 

brief first part of the session. 
The first part had seven LS and 
eight RS sittings. But the second 
part of the session saw produc-
tivity taking a nose dive due to 
daily disruptions and adjourn-
ments. The productivity of the 
LS was four per cent and that of 
the RS eight per cent, the min-
ister said. “The productivity of 
the complete Budget session 
was 23 per cent for the LS and 
28 per cent for the RS,” he said.

Frequent disruptions have 
been weakening Parliamentary 
democracy.  We are all losers. 
This includes the opposition, 
the ruling party, the govern-
ment and most importantly, 
the people and the nation”. For-
getting the notions of disagree-
ments outside the Parliament, 
the parliamentarians should 
present a better picture of the 
Indian democracy.

Damp squib
The Budget Session (BS) that concluded on Friday is the Least 
productive session when compared to such sessions since 2000

Lok Sabha productivity Rajya Sabha productivity

Productivity: No. of hours in business/scheduled hours
SOURCE: PRS LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH

Performance of Question Hour 
as a % of scheduled time

(among least productive five 
sessions since 2000)

(among least productive five 
budget sessions since 2000)

Time spent on legislation

2018
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Money problems 
could be on your mind, Aries, perhaps more 
so than necessary. You might have a tenden-
cy to blow them out of proportion and think 

they’re worse than they are. Try to make a special ef-
fort to be objective. You might need to cut a few cor-
ners and devise a few temporary economy measures, 
but your situation should be back to normal within a 
week or two. Relax!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Today you 
could look in the mirror and panic about 
your appearance, Taurus. You might be 
feeling a little under the weather and look 

a little tired. Nonetheless, you probably look a lot 
better than you think you do. Don’t fall into the trap 
of blowing every little flaw out of proportion. A lit-
tle rest is probably all you need in order to look like 
yourself again.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Your artistic abili-
ties could seem a bit blocked today, Gemini. 
You could be anxious to complete a half-fin-
ished project, but at this point you may have 

no idea where to go with it. Don’t panic! Do something 
else for a day or two and ideas will probably flow as if by 
magic. If you don’t have a tight deadline, there’s no rush 
to complete the work now. Give it some time!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today you could 
have a strong desire to get out and socialize, 
Cancer. You could well spend a lot of time on 
the phone trying to reach some friends, but 

not have much luck with it. If they’re busy, a frustrat-
ing game of phone tag could result. You might try just 
dropping by. Even if he or she can’t see you right then, 
you can make arrangements for later.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today you could re-
ceive an invitation to a social event that you’ll 
really want to attend, Leo. People could be 
there who might turn out to be important 

contacts. Nonetheless, you might find that other re-
sponsibilities interfere with your plans, and experience 
a wave of disappointment. If you’re creative, you will 
find a way to fulfill your obligations and attend the 
event, too. Think about it!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): An opportunity to 
travel to a place you’ve always wanted to visit, 
perhaps for business reasons, could come 
your way today, Virgo. This could be very ex-

citing, but you might have some difficulty making the 
arrangements. Flights could be full, hotels too costly, 
and responsibilities at home might need attention. But 
you can find a way to deal with any obstacle. Think cre-
atively and get busy!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Daydreams full of 
adventure, perhaps involving travel, could 
take up a lot of your time today, Libra. You’re 
probably bored with your situation and long-

ing to do something to break your routine. You might 
have no idea how you can escape from everything right 
now. Don’t force it. Spend the afternoon in a place you 
don’t usually visit. You’ll come up with a workable idea 
in due time. Go for it!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Your desire to 
see a romantic partner could be very strong 
today, Scorpio. However, if you ask, you 
might be turned down. Don’t jump to the 

conclusion that your friend doesn’t want to see you. 
If he or she says there are responsibilities to attend to, 
believe it! You might have to wait until another day, but 
that’s probably the worst that will happen. Have a little 
faith and hang in there!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Overindul-
gence in food and drink over the past few days 
could be causing you to feel a little out of sorts 
today, Sagittarius. You might even wonder if the 

fun was worth it! A little careful attention to yourself will 
have you back to normal in no time. Don’t be surprised, 
however, if another opportunity to live it up presents it-
self! Take care. You don’t want to feel this way again.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): A strong de-
sire to meet with a romantic partner could 
come over you today, Capricorn. However, 
you might not be able to reach your friend. 

He or she could be busy and unable to respond to 
phone messages or emails. Nonetheless, don’t get too 
frustrated. If you persist, the two of you will eventually 
touch base. If you can’t see each other today, make ar-
rangements for tomorrow. Better late than never!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): A moody fam-
ily member could have you confused, Aquar-
ius, and you might not be able to discern the 
best way to find out what’s bothering him 

or her. Don’t overanalyze the situation. The best way 
is probably just to come right out and tactfully speak 
your mind. You’ll probably find that this person simply 
has some minor problems to work through - nothing 
serious enough to worry about.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  You might want to 
spend most of today outside, Pisces, perhaps 
taking a walk through a park. You could have 
some serious thinking to do and feel the best 

recourse is to be by yourself for a while. Decisions won’t 
come easily today, so don’t try to force them. Just enjoy 
being out in the fresh air. Sometimes things come to-
gether more quickly if you forget about them for a while.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Adam Becker | Aeon

What is Good Science?
Demanding that a theory 
is falsifiable or observable, 
without any subtlety, will 
hold science back. We need 
madcap ideas

T
he Viennese physicist Wolf-
gang Pauli suffered from 
a guilty conscience. He’d 
solved one of the knottiest 

puzzles in nuclear physics, but at a 
cost. ‘I have done a terrible thing,’ 
he admitted to a friend in the winter 
of 1930. ‘I have postulated a particle 
that cannot be detected.’

Despite his pantomime of de-
spair, Pauli’s letters reveal that he 
didn’t really think his new sub-
atomic particle would stay unseen. 
He trusted that experimental equip-
ment would eventually be up to the 
task of proving him right or wrong, 
one way or another. Still, he worried 
he’d strayed too close to transgres-
sion. Things that were genuinely 
unobservable, Pauli believed, were 
anathema to physics and to science 
as a whole.

Pauli’s views persist among 
many scientists today. It’s a basic 
principle of scientific practice that 
a new theory shouldn’t invoke the 
undetectable. Rather, a good expla-
nation should be falsifiable – which 
means it ought to rely on some 
hypothetical data that could, in 
principle, prove the theory wrong. 
These interlocking standards of 
falsifiability and observability have 
proud pedigrees: falsifiability goes 
back to the mid-20th-century phi-
losopher of science Karl Popper, 
and observability goes further back 
than that. Today they’re patrolled 
by self-appointed guardians, who 
relish dismissing some of the more 
fanciful notions in physics, cosmol-
ogy and quantum mechanics as 
just so many castles in the sky. The 
cost of allowing such ideas into sci-
ence, say the gatekeepers, would be 
to clear the path for all manner of 

manifestly unscientific nonsense.
But for a theoretical physicist, 

designing sky-castles is just part of 
the job. Spinning new ideas about 
how the world could be – or in some 
cases, how the world definitely isn’t 
– is central to their work. Some 
structures might be built up with 
great care over many years, and end 
up with peculiar names such as in-
flationary multiverse or superstring 
theory. Others are fabricated and 
dismissed casually over the course 
of a single afternoon, found and 
lost again by a lone adventurer in 
the troposphere of thought.

That doesn’t mean it’s just free-
style sky-castle architecture out 
there at the frontier. The goal of 
scientific theory-building is to un-
derstand the nature of the world 
with increasing accuracy over time. 
All that creative energy has to hook 
back onto reality at some point. 
But turning ingenuity into fact is 
much more nuanced than simply 
announcing that all ideas must 
meet the inflexible standards of fal-
sifiability and observability. These 
are not measures of the quality of 
a scientific theory. They might be 
neat guidelines or heuristics, but as 
is usually the case with simple an-
swers, they’re also wrong, or at least 
only half-right.

Falsifiability doesn’t work as a 
blanket restriction in science for 
the simple reason that there are no 
genuinely falsifiable scientific theo-
ries. I can come up with a theory 
that makes a prediction that looks 
falsifiable, but when the data tell 
me it’s wrong, I can conjure some 
fresh ideas to plug the hole and save 
the theory.

The history of science is full of 
examples of this ex post facto intel-
lectual engineering. In 1781, William 

and Caroline Herschel discovered 
the planet Uranus. Physicists of the 
time promptly set about predicting 
its orbit using Sir Isaac Newton’s law 
of universal gravitation. But in the 
following decades, as astronomers 
followed Uranus’s motion in its 
slow 84-year orbit around the Sun, 
they noticed that something was 
wrong. Uranus didn’t quite move as 
it should. Puzzled, they refined their 
measurements, took more and 
more careful observations, but the 
anomaly didn’t go away. Newton’s 
physics simply didn’t predict the lo-
cation of Uranus over time.

But astronomers of the day 
didn’t claim that the unexpected 
data falsified Newtonian gravity. 
Instead, they proposed another ex-
planation for the strange motion 
of Uranus: something large and 
unseen was tugging on the planet. 
Calculations showed that it would 
have to be another planet, as large 
as Uranus and even farther from the 
Sun. In 1846, the French astrophysi-
cist Urbain Le Verrier predicted the 
location of this hypothetical planet. 
Unable to get any French observa-
tories interested in the hunt, he 
sent the details of his prediction to 
colleagues in Germany. That night, 
they pointed their telescopes where 
Le Verrier had told them to look, 

and within half an hour they spot-
ted the planet Neptune. Newtonian 
physics, rather than being falsified, 
had been fabulously vindicated – it 
had successfully predicted the exact 
location of an entire unseen planet.

For years, the mystery of Mercury 
was unsolved, without any 

suggestion that Newton was wrong
Flush with success, Le Verrier 

went after another planetary puz-
zle. Several years after his discovery 
of Neptune, it became clear to him 
and other astronomers that Mercu-
ry wasn’t moving as it was supposed 
to, either. The point in its orbit 
where it made its closest approach 
to the Sun, known as the perihelion, 
shifted a little more than Newton’s 
gravity said it should each Mercu-
rial year, adding up to 43 extra arc-
seconds (a unit of angular measure-
ment) over the course of a century. 
This is a tiny amount – less than 
one-30,000th of a full orbit around 
the Sun – but just as with Uranus 
before, the anomaly didn’t go away 
with persistent observation. It stub-
bornly remained, defying the ghost 
of Newton.

Once again, Newtonian gravity 
was not thrown out as falsified – at 
least, not immediately. Instead, Le 
Verrier tried the same trick again: 

pinning the anomaly on an unseen 
planet, a tiny rock so close to the 
Sun that it had been missed by all 
other astronomers throughout hu-
man history. He called the planet 
Vulcan, after the Roman god of the 
forge. Le Verrier and others sought 
Vulcan for years, lugging powerful 
telescopes to solar eclipses in an at-
tempt to catch a glimpse of the un-
seen planet in the brief minutes of 
totality while the Sun was blocked 
by the Earth’s moon.

Le Verrier never found Vulcan. Af-
ter his death in 1877, the astronomy 
community gave up the search, con-
cluding that Vulcan simply wasn’t 
there. But even so, Newton’s gravity 
wasn’t discarded. Instead, astrono-
mers of the time collectively shrugged 
and moved on. For years, the mystery 
of Mercury’s perihelion was unsolved, 
without any serious suggestion that 
Newton was wrong. Falsification was 
simply not on the menu.

Finally, in 1915, Albert Ein-
stein used his brand-new theory 
of general relativity to show that 
he could succeed where Le Ver-
rier had failed. General relativity 
was a new account of how gravity 
worked, superseding Newtonian 
physics – and it perfectly predicted 
the shift in the perihelion of Mer-
cury. Einstein said he was ‘beside 

himself with joy’ when he realised 
that his theory could correctly solve 
this longstanding puzzle. Four years 
later, the British astronomer Arthur 
Eddington and his team took their 
powerful telescopes to an eclipse, 
not to hunt for Vulcan, but to con-
firm that starlight bent around the 
Sun as Einstein’s theory had pre-
dicted. They found that general 
relativity was right (though later in-
vestigations suggested that their re-
sults were marred by errors, despite 
reaching the correct conclusion); 
Einstein was instantly rocketed to 
fame as the man who had shown 
Newton wrong.

So Newtonian gravity was ulti-
mately thrown out, but not merely 
in the face of data that threatened it. 
That wasn’t enough. It wasn’t until a 
viable alternative theory arrived, in 
the form of Einstein’s general rela-
tivity, that the scientific community 
entertained the notion that Newton 
might have missed a trick. But what 
if Einstein had never shown up, or 
had been incorrect? Could astrono-
mers have found another way to ac-
count for the anomaly in Mercury’s 
motion? Certainly – they could have 
said that Vulcan was there after all, 
and was merely invisible to tele-
scopes in some way.

To be continued...

Anand Singh | IANS

Indian Railways to Preserve its Metre-
Gauge Tracks to Promote Heritage Tourism

M
oving beyond the five hill net-
works that are major tourist 
attractions, Indian Railways 
is planning to also preserve 

its old five-metre gauge tracks built during 
its early days in the British era to promote 
heritage tourism.

“As part of the strategy to preserve 
the metre-gauge lines, Indian Railways 
is planning to preserve few metre-gauge 
lines, which have the potential to attract 
more tourists,” a senior Railway Ministry 
official told IANS, requesting anonymity.

“The decision to preserve the metre-
gauge lines was taken at a meeting on Feb-
ruary 3. Railway Board Chairman Ashwani 
Lohani, stressing on the need to preserve 
the metre-gauge lines to promote the her-
itage structures of Indian Railways, asked 
the officials to identify such railway tracks 
on which the tourism can be promoted,” 
the official said.

“Thus we have identified five lines for 
preservation -- the 42.27 km Visavadar-Ta-
lala line in Gujarat, the 16 km Mhow-Patal-

pani-Kalakand line in Madhya Pradesh, 
the 162 km Mavli Junction-Marwar Junc-
tion line in Rajasthan, the 171 km Nanpur-
Mailani line in Uttar Pradesh and the 47 
km Mahur-Harangjao metre-gauge line in 
Assam,” he said.

“Four of the metre-gauge lines are in 
working condition, while the one line lo-
cated in Assam is not operational right 
now,” he added.

The official also said that the Railway 
Ministry has written to the zonal railways 
to check the operational feasibility of these 
tracks. “Once the response from zonal 
railways is received by the third week of 
April, the ministry will formally launch the 
project,” he said.

Giving details of some of the five lines, 
the official said: “The Visavadar-Talala me-
tre-gauge line passes through the Gir for-
est in Gujarat and there is thus a speed re-
striction. Currently, only three trains pass 
through this section in the day.” 

The Mhow-Patalpani-Kalakund line, 
the official said, passes through pictur-
esque mountains, valleys, tunnels, ravines 
and crosses the Choral and Malendi rivers, 

which makes the journey very memora-
ble, especially after the rains.

According to the official, this line was 
laid by the British about 150 years ago and 
passes through of the Vindhyachal moun-
tain range.

The official said that the Nanpur-
Mailani metre-gauge railway track in Ut-
tar Pradesh crosses through the Dudhwa 
Tiger reserve.

The Railways currently operates six 
trains on the section. The trains are al-
lowed to run at a maximum speed of 30 
km per hour, which reduces to 20 km per 
hour in accident-prone areas.

The British laid this track in the 19th 
century for transporting timber from Ne-
pal’s forests and from the forests on the 
border.

Currently, the five hill trains -- Dar-
jeeling Himalayan train, Nilgiri Moun-
tain Railway, Kalka-Shimla Railway, 
Kangra Valley Railway and Matheran 
Hill Railway -- are a major attraction for 
tourists in India.

(Anand Singh can be contacted at 
anand.s@ians.in)

I
t was last year that Tokheho Yepthomi 
during his brief charge as minister for 
School Education brought out a list 
of teachers attached to NPF legisla-

tors. With one particular legislator having 
as much as  NINE teachers serving him. 
Though no further report on the despicable 
disclosure was made available to the pub-
lic by the department. The media, student 
bodies and ANSTA should pursue this issue. 

No teacher or lecturer should be at-
tached to the CMO, ministers, advisors or 
chairman’s. The stance of Mr Kashiho Min-
ister of S&WC, G&M in regards to teachers 
being attached to legislators under Kipheri 
District should be appreciated by the pub-
lic and student community in particular. It 
should be followed by his colleagues in the 
PDA government. For some of the then NPF 
legislators with teachers attached to them 
are once again in the NNDP/BJP/NPP/
JDU, PDA alliance.

Irrespective of whether such attach-
ments are legal or not, the legislators of 
both the treasury and opposition benches 
should cease to disturb the Education De-
partment and it’s institutions. A letter sup-

posedly written by the office of the Dy CM 
asking for a lecturer in Nagaland University 
be attached to him has been circulating on 
social media. If the letter is authentic, the 
said request is best be withdrawn in the 
interest of the student community and the 
health of educational institutions. Let those 
who got into service for the purpose of edu-
cating young citizens serve their specified 
task. If not, they should take voluntary re-
tirement, give up their jobs and give oppor-
tunity to thousands of well educated Nagas 
ready to work for the government, willing to 
teach and serve the people. 

There are also instances where teachers 
and other lower and middle grade govern-
ment employees are registered as members 
of political parties. It wouldn’t be surprising 
to find some of them even holding office in 
political parties. In fact some government 
servants are even reported and suspected to 
be active members of Naga political groups. 
The vigilance department should initiated 
investigation and the government of Naga-
land take steps to confront such illegal and 
criminal acts of government employees.

Peter Rutsa

“Let Those Who Got Government 
Jobs For Teaching, Teach”
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AICC President Rahul Gandhi addresses supporters during an elec-
tion campaign ahead of the Karnataka Assembly elections in Kolar.

PTI

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal meets with the MPs from the 
Telugu Desam Party (TDP) who were detained at Tughlak Road Police 
Station for raising lslogans outside PM Narendra Modi’s residence 
demanding special status for Andhra Pradesh in New Delhi, on Sun-
day.

PTI

Shawait Malik

Mehul Choksi and Nirhav Modi

NBW issued against Nirav Modi 
and Mehul Choksi on CBI plea 

TDP MPs detained while 
marching towards PM’s residence

Seven railway staff suspended 
for running train without engine 

Punjab BJP chief asks Amarinder to ‘perform or quit’

Abdullah advocates Indo-Pak dialogue; turning LoC into Line of Peace

No trust deficit between BJP andDalit 
MPs — BJP SC Morcha chief 

515 IPS officers fail 
to declare property 
details; may face action 

Katara murder case witness claims 
extortion threats; case registered

Cong, if voted to power at Centre, will learn from 
Karna on rewarding sanitation workers — Rahul 

Black money SIT reviews 
cryptocurrencies; directs clampdown 

New Delhi, April 8 (PTI): A 
special CBI court in Mum-
bai has issued non-bailable 
warrants (NBWs) against 
billionaire diamantaire 
Nirav Modi and his uncle 
Mehul Choksi in connec-
tion with the cases related 
to over USD 2 billion bank-
ing fraud in the Punjab 
National Bank, officials said 
here today.

The special court has 
allowed the application of 
the agency for the issuance 
of NBWs against Modi and 
Choksi who had repeat-
edly refused to join the in-
vestigation in the scam, 
considered the biggest in 
the banking history of the 
country, the officials said.

The agency had writ-
ten to Modi and Choksi 
to join probe on their of-
ficial e-mail ids but they 
have refused to join it citing 
business engagements and 
health issues.

The issuance of NBWs 
by a court also opens door 
of seeking Red Corner No-
tices against both of the 
accused from the Interpol.

The government has 
claimed to have tracked 
Modi in Hong Kong where 
it has sent a request for his 
provisional arrest.

The CBI, in the mean-
while, is questioning of-
ficials of overseas branches 

of Indian banks which had 
extended credit facilities 
to the companies of Modi 
and Choksi on the basis of 
fraudulent Letters of Un-
dertaking (LoUs) issued by 
the Punjab National Bank’s 
Brady House branch in 
Mumbai.

The agency has also 
summoned the official who 
handled foreign exchange 
transactions in the Hong 
Kong branch of the Alla-
habad bank, they said, add-
ing that he may join the 
probe soon.

It is alleged that the 
LoUs and LCs worth close 
to USD 2 billion were is-
sued to the companies of 
the uncle-nephew duo of 
Choksi and Modi from the 

Brady Road branch of the 
bank through SWIFT (So-
ciety for Worldwide Inter-
bank Financial Telecom-
munication) messages.

Several bank employees 
have been booked for col-
lusion in the case, they said.

The LoU is a guarantee 
which is given by an issu-
ing bank to Indian banks 
having branches abroad to 
grant a short-term credit 
to the applicant. In case of 
default, the bank issuing 
the LoU has to pay the li-
ability to the credit giving 
bank along with accruing 
interest.

These messages were 
allegedly not entered in 
the banking software of the 
PNB to bypass surveillance.

Modi (46), a regular fea-
ture on the lists of rich and 
famous Indians since 2013, 
was booked by the CBI, 
along with his wife, brother 
and Choksi for allegedly 
cheating the state-run PNB.

Both Choksi and Modi 
have been booked in two 
cases each related to the 
bank fraud.

The uncle-nephew duo 
had managed to flee the 
country in the first week 
of January days before the 
PNB was able to detect the 
fraud.

The bank officials also 
fraudulently issued foreign 
letters of credit or FLCs in 
which the PNB guaranteed 
payment on behalf of the 
accused to their suppliers 

which was to be recovered 
from the firms of Choksi 
and Nirav Modi, they al-
leged.

Funds raised through 
LoUs were meant to be 
used for the payment of 
import bills of the accused 
companies whereas it was 
dishonesty and fraudu-
lently utilised for discharg-
ing the earlier liabilities on 
account of buyer’s credit fa-
cilities in a kind of roll over 
of payments, they alleged.

The PNB has alleged 
in its complaint that they 
opened the Letters of 
Credit initially for small-
er amounts by creating 
purported entries in the 
core banking system, they 
said.

The accused bank 
officials pursuant to the 
conspiracy unauthorisedly 
enhanced the values of the 
FLCs and issued amend-
ments to the FLCs issued 
through SWIFT which 
were encashed in overseas 
branches of Indian banks.

According to the RBI 
guidelines, LoUs for gems 
should not be valid for 
more than 90 days.

T h e  C B I  h a d  a p -
proached the Interpol with 
a request for issuing ‘Dif-
fusion Notice’ which was 
aimed at locating an indi-
vidual.

New Delhi, April 8 (IANS): A 
group of 21 Telugu Desam 
Party (TDP) MPs were on 
Sunday detained by police 
while marching towards 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s residence to de-
mand special status for 
Andhra Pradesh.

All the MPs -- including 
Ashok Gajapathi Raju and 
J.C. Diwakar Reddy -- were 
bundled into a bus by po-
lice from Race Course Road 
in the heart of Delhi from 
where they set out to reach 
the Prime Minister’s resi-
dence.  The MPs were taken 
to the Tughlaq Road police 
station from where they 
were released two hours 
after their detention. 

“We detained 21 TDP 

leaders marching towards 
the Prime Minister’s house 
shouting slogans and wav-
ing placards in the morn-
ing. They were released by 1 
p.m.,” a police official said. 

Meanwhile, Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
reached at Tughlaq Road 
police station and criticised 
the arrest of TDP MPs. 

“It is a very sad moment 
as all the TDP leaders who 
had gone to meet the Prime 
Minister were held by po-
lice. Their demand is justi-
fied,” Kejriwal said. 

The TDP staged a simi-
lar protest at the chamber 
of Lok Sabha Speaker Sum-
itra Mahajan on Friday after 
they failed to get an ap-
pointment with her. They 

were forcefully removed.
On Thursday, the Ra-

jya Sabha witnessed high-
voltage drama even after 
its proceedings were ad-
journed for the day as the 
TDP members continued 
their protest over their de-
mand for special category 
status for Andhra Pradesh. 

The hours-long drama 
ended at night only after 
the TDP MPs were mar-
shalled out from the House.

The TDP members de-
scribed their eviction from 
the House as an “insult to 
Andhra Pradesh”. Mean-
while, all five Lok Sabha 
MPs of YSR Congress party 
resigned this week and are 
on a hunger strike at And-
hra Bhavan in Delhi.

The MPs are Y.V. Sub-
bareddy, Mekapati Ra-
jamohan Reddy, Y.S. Avi-
nash Reddy, V. Varaprasad 
Rao and P.V. Mithun Reddy. 

Since then, TDP supre-
mo and Andhra Pradesh 
Chief Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu hinted that 
unlike YSRCP, his party MPs 
would not resign. Naidu 
also said that his party MPs 
would instead continue to 
fight and agitate and not 
run away from the scene. 

Launching an attack on 
the Centre, Naidu warned 
that the TDP will agitate 
more vociferously, if the 
central government didn’t 
accord special category 
staus to Andhra Pradesh.

Bhubaneswar, April 8 
(PTI): Seven railway staff 
were suspended in con-
nection with the lapses 
that led to the coaches of 
an Express train to travel a 
few km without engine in 
Odisha, a railway official 
said today.

While five railway staff 
were placed under sus-
pension this morning, 
two had been suspended 
soon after the coaches of 
Ahmedabad-Puri rolled 
down at Titlagarh in Bal-
angir district after detach-
ment of engine late last 
night, he said.

The suspended staff 
included two engine driv-
ers, three carriage repair-
ing staff and two operating 
department employees, an 
East Coast Railway (EC0R) 
Spokesman said.

A possible disaster was 
averted after Ahmedabad-
Puri Express train with 22 
coaches rolled down with-
out engine. The coaches 
travelled from Titlagarh sta-
tion in Balangir district to-
wards Kesinga in Kalahandi 

district after the engine was 
detached to be attached at 
the other end.

All passengers were 
safe and the coaches were 
stopped by alert staff by 
putting stones and bring-
ing the train to a halt, the 
spokesman said, adding 
the section from Titlagarh 
towards Kesinga has a 
downward slope.

The incident happened 
apparently due to non-ap-
plication of skid-brake on 
the wheels of the coaches 
by the staff deployed there. 
According to rules, the staff 
should have put the skids.

“When engine is de-
tached to be attached at the 
other end, coaches should 
be secured with skids at 
the wheels. In this case, it 
appears that skids were not 
placed properly.

Facts will be known af-
ter detailed enquiry,” he 
said.

D R M  S a m b a l p u r 
Jaideep Gupta has ordered 
a senior officer-level probe 
consisting of divisional 
heads of different depart-

ments.
Soon after the incident, 

an engine was sent from Ti-
tlagarh to ferry the coaches, 
he said.

ECoR General Manager 
Umesh Singh has sought 
immediate corrective ac-
tion and stringent action in 
the incident.

Strictest action will 
be initiated against any 
negligent act endangering 
safety of trains. Safety is 
non-negotiable and cannot 
be compromised with. Any 
Railway employee found 
guilty will be taken up se-
verely, Singh said.

In the wake of the in-
cident, Chief Safety Of-
ficer of ECoR S S Mishra 
has advised a special safety 
drive at all stations in East 
Coast where engine re-
versal of mail and express 
trains takes place and also 
at terminals where trains 
terminate.

Some of these stations 
are Talcher, Bhadrakh, 
Angul, Paradip, Cuttack, 
Bhubaneswar, Puri and 
Sambalpur.

Chandigarh, April 8 (PTI): 
The BJP’s Punjab unit chief 
Shwait Malik today accused 
the Amarinder Singh gov-
ernment of failing to keep 
its poll promises despite 
being in power for over a 
year and asked it to “either 
perform or quit”.

Rajya Sabha member 
Malik lashed at the Con-
gress government while 
taking over as his party’s 
state unit president in 
presence of senior party 
leaders including party 
incharge (Punjab) Prabhat 
Jha, union minister Vijay 
Sampla, BJP Vice Presi-
dent Avinash Rai Khanna, 
national secretary Tarun 
Chugh and several former 
presidents of party’s Pun-
jab unit. “During polls, the 
Congress had announced 
unemployment allowance, 
raising amount of shagun 
and old age pension. Rath-
er than honouring those 
promises, the government 
stopped giving it to the 

Bengaluru, April 8 (PTI): 
Congress president Rahul 
Gandhi today said that his 
party, if voted to power at 
the Centre, would learn 
from Karnataka on how to 
reward sanitation work-
ers.

Gandhi, who is on the 
sixth leg of his tour of poll-
bound Karnataka, was in-
teracting with Pourakarmi-
kas (sanitation workers) 

here.
Chief Minister Siddar-

amaiah, who was present 
with city Mayor R Sam-
path Raj, told Gandhi that 
Karnataka has abolished 
the sanitation contractors 
hiring sanitation work-
ers and enhanced their 
salaries from Rs 7,500 to 
Rs 18,000.

When Gandhi asked the 
sanitation workers about 

their expectations from the 
government in the next five 
years, they unanimously 
demanded that they should 
be regularised.

They, however, thanked 
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah for increasing their 
salaries from Rs 7,500 per 
month to Rs 18,000.

Hailing the Chief Min-
ister, Gandhi said “Now, 
when we get the govern-
ment in Delhi, we will learn 
from the Karnataka govern-
ment because the person 
doing the most difficult 
work should be rewarded 
the most.”

“The problem in India 
is that the person doing the 
most difficult work is not 
rewarded and the person 
doing the easiest work is 
rewarded. That is what the 
Congress party wants to 
change.”

Former president of 
Karnataka Safai Karma-
chari Ayog, Narayan, wel-
comed Gandhi’s statement 
and urged him to abol-
ish the contract system of 
hiring sanitation workers 
across the country.

New Delhi, April 8 (PTI): 
The Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) on black money 
has asked probe agencies 
to check and curb the use 
of cryptocurrencies as it re-
viewed their operation and 
circulation in the country 
and links to shady offshore 
transactions.

Officials said the SIT 
recently held a meeting in 
the national capital during 
which it was briefed about 
the overall scenario of the 
operations of this virtual 
currency in the country.

The SIT, official sources 
said, called cryptrocurren-
cies like bitcoins “illegal” 
and asked probe agencies 
such as the Income Tax 
Department, the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) and 
the Narcotics Control Bu-
reau (NCB) to detect and 
stop their usage and check 
transactions being done 
over the Internet, includ-
ing those with cross-border 
ramifications.

The panel, they said, 
would also prepare a report 
that would be submitted to 
the government in some-

time.
During the meeting, 

the NCB informed the SIT 
that about four cryptocur-
rency-fuelled drugs smug-
gling transactions have 
been unearthed in the 
country in the last over two 
years time while the tax 
department informed the 
panel about the searches 
it conducted on bitcoin ex-
changes across the coun-
try last year.

A reported prepared by 
the banking regulator --the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
-- was also taken up during 
the meeting, they said.

A government-ap-
pointed panel constituted 
to study the subject and 
suggest measures to tackle 
it had submitted its report 
to the Union Finance Min-
istery early this year.

The Supreme Court-
appointed SIT on black 
money was notified by the 
government in 2014 and 
is headed by Justice (retd) 
M B Shah and has multiple 
central probe, enforcement 
and regulatory agencies as 
its member.

people,” said Malik in his 
address to party workers.

He also accused the 
Punjab government of be-
traying farmers by promis-
ing to waive all their debts, 
pegged at Rs 90,000 crore. 
“Power rates have doubled 
up in the state,” he said.

He alleged that the state 
government burdened 
people with imposition of 
new taxes instead of pro-
viding any relief to them.

“We have given one 
year to Amarinder Singh 

government to honour its 
promises. But now we will 
not sit silent. I on behalf 
of BJP challenge the state 
government either perform 
or quit,” he said.

Earlier speaking on the 
occasion, senior BJP lead-
ers exhorted party workers 
to gear up to fight and win 
2019 Lok Sabha elections. 
With state unit allegedly 
facing “factionalism”, they 
also emphasized on “taking 
all people along”.

Addressing gathering, 

Jammu, April 8 (PTI): National Con-
ference president Farooq Abullah 
today sought that the Line of Control 
(LoC) should be converted in to a 
‘Line of Peace’ while India and Pa-
kistan should initiate the dialogue 
process with an active involvement 
of the people of Jammu and Kashmir 
to usher harmony and tranquillity in 
the state.

He cautioned the Centre against 
taking the people of J&K “for granted 
and ignoring” their legitimate aspira-
tions. He said the claims that demon-
etization had curbed stone pelting 
had fallen flat and expressed concern 
that “youth were now taking to guns”.

Referring to the Indo-Pak hos-
tilities in 1990s, he said former prime 
minister Atal Behari Vajpayee had 
invited the then Pakistan president 
Parvez Musharraf despite the Kargil 
incursion and his political wisdom 
worked in terms of a cease-fire agree-
ment which brought cheer to the lives 
of border people. 

Why can’t Vajpayee’s spirit be 
emulated by his political inheri-
tors,” he said warning that extreme 
positions could lead to devasta-
tion and destruction in the entire 
region.

Reiterating his party’s demand 
for greater autonomy to the state, the 

former chief minister said internal 
autonomy within the framework of 
Indian Constitution and conversion 
of Line of Control (LoC) into Line 
of Peace was the pragmatic way 
forward.

Without naming BJP, he said the 
current spell of governance in New 
Delhi had created chaos all over, 
with people feeling their identi-
ties threatened and thus taking to 
streets.

India cannot flourish with a my-
opic political vision. It has been a 
forward looking country, which has to 
move forward as a strong, stable and a 
united nation, he added.

former Punjab unit chief 
Ashwani Sharma asked 
Malik to “take all people 
along” which will not only 
ensure party’s victory in 
2019 Lok Sabha elections 
but also in 2022 assembly 
polls in Punjab.

Another former presi-
dent of state unit Rajinder 
Bhandari stressed upon on 
the need for “introspection” 
in the wake of BJP wining 
just three seats out of 23 
allotted during 2017 as-
sembly polls. BJP is an ally 
of Akali Dal in Punjab.

Outgoing state unit 
chief Sampla exhorted 
party workers to be aware 
of “false propaganda” 
launched by opposition 
party on SC/ST (Prevention 
of Atrocities) Act.

“We should not be mis-
led by the false and fake 
propaganda launched by 
opposition parties on the 
issue of SC/ST (Prevention 
of Atrocities) Act,” said Dalit 
leader.

New Delhi, April 8 (PTI): More than 
500 IPS officers, including DGPs and 
IGPs, have failed to file their prop-
erty details for the year 2016, which 
may lead to denial of promotion 
and cancellation of vigilance clear-
ance, officials have said.

According to the All India Servic-
es (Conduct) Rules, 1968, all Indian 
Police Service officers are required 
to file their Immovable Property 
Return (IPR) in a prescribed format 
by January 31 every year.

However, as of March 31, 2017, 
as many as 3,390 IPS officers had 
filed IPR, out of the total cadre 
strength of 3,905 IPS officers, a home 
ministry official said.

Failure to declare details of 
property by the IPS officers may 
force the home ministry to take ac-
tion against the erring officials. This 
could include denial of promotion 
and vigilance clearance.

Many of the IPS officers who 
have failed file their property returns 
are Director Generals of Police, Ad-
ditional Directors General of Police 
and Inspector Generals of Police, 
another official said.

According to the Public Servants 
(Furnishing of Information and An-
nual Return of Assets and Liabilities 
and the Limits for Exemption of As-
sets in Filing Returns) Amendment 
Rules, 2014, all central government 
employees except those working as 
peons or multi-tasking staff need to 
file property returns.

The government had also issued 
a form for filing these returns which 
also seeks declarations of cash in 
hand, bank deposits, investment 
in bonds, debentures, shares and 
units in companies or mutual funds, 
insurance policies, provident fund, 
personal loans and advance given to 
any person or entity, among others.

Ghaziabad, April 8 (IANS): A case of 
extortion and criminal intimidation 
was registered against around half 
a dozen persons allegedly linked to 
former Rajya Sabha MP D.P. Yadav on 
the complaint of a key witness in the 
Nitish Katara murder case, in which 
Yadav’s son and nephew are undergo-
ing life sentences.

The case was registered on Sat-
urday under Sections 387, 341, and 
506/34 of the Indian Penal Code 
-- dealing with offences of criminal 
intimidation and extortion by putting 
a person in fear of death or of grievous 
hurt -- after Ajay Katara lodged a com-
plaint with Vasant Kunj police station 
in Delhi on March 17.

In his complaint, Ajay Katara al-

leged that former Uttar Pradesh Leg-
islative Council member Jitendra 
Yadav, Subhash Yadav, Anand Prakash, 
Vihang Garg, Rohit Mudra, and Shiv 
Kumar on different occasions tortured 
him and demanded money to the tune 
of Rs 5 crore. 

He claimed they threatened him 
that if he failed to pay the money he 
along with his family would be elimi-
nated. 

The complainant said that all the 
accused were threatening him since 
July 2017 but he refused to fullfil their 
extortion demands. 

When contacted, case Investiga-
tion Officer C.L. Meena confirmed 
the registration of the case and that a 
probe is underway. 

Lucknow, April 8 (PTI): 
The BJP today denied 
that its Dalit MPs from 
Uttar Pradesh were an-
gry with the party, but 
maintained that the 
lawmakers should have 
raised their grievances 
in party forums.

But, the MPs should 
have raised their griev-
ances at a relevant party 
forum, he added.

Kishore dismissed 
rumours doing the 
rounds that  angr y 
lawmakers were voic-
ing their grievances in 
public at the behest of 
rival political parties, 
which might have en-
tered into a secret pact 
with the disgruntled 
leaders.

“There is not an iota 
of truth in this. 

No ticket has been 
finalised as of now for 
the Lok Sabha elections, 
which are at least a year 
away. 

We generally speak 
to each other on a host 
of issues, but they did 
not complain that they 
are angry,” the MP from 
Mohanlalganj in Luc-
know said. After facing 
strident criticism from 
the Opposition on Dalit 
issues, the BJP is now 
grappling with a ris-
ing voice of discontent 
among its MPs belong-
ing to Scheduled Castes 
in UP.

Lok Sabha mem-
bers from Etawah and 

Nagina, Ashok Kumar 
Dohrey and Yashwant 
Singh respectively, were 
the latest to join other 
Dalit colleagues, who 
have publicly expressed 
their unhappiness, es-
pecially after the recent 
protests by the com-
munity over a Supreme 
Court ruling on the SC/
ST (Prevention of Atroci-
ties) Act.

In a letter to Prime 
Minister  Narendra 
Modi, Dohrey had al-
leged that Dalits and tri-
bals across the country, 
especially in UP, were 
being framed by the 
police in false cases af-
ter the protests, leading 
to growing insecurity 
among them.



Damascus, April 8 (IANS): 
At least 70 people were 
killed in Douma, the last 
rebel-held town in Syria’s 
Eastern Ghouta in a sus-
pected chemical attack, 
medics and rescuers said 
on Sunday.

Vo l u n t e e r  re s c u e 
force the White Helmets 
tweeted graphic images 
showing several bodies in 
basements following the 
attack on Saturday, reports 
the BBC. 

It said the death toll 
was likely to rise.

Several medical, moni-
toring and activist groups 
reported details of a chem-
ical attack, but figures vary 
and what happened was 
still being determined.

The pro-opposition 
Ghouta Media Centre said 
over 75 people had “suf-
focated” while a further 
thousand people had suf-
fered.

It blamed a barrel 
bomb allegedly dropped 
by a helicopter which it 
said contained sarin, a 
toxic nerve agent.

The Union of Medi-
cal Relief Organisations, 
a US-based charity that 
works with Syrian hospi-
tals, told the BBC that the 
Damascus Rural Specialty 
Hospital had confirmed 70 
deaths.

She told the BBC that 
there were reports of peo-
ple being treated for symp-
toms including convul-
sions and foaming of the 
mouth, consistent with 
nerve or mixed nerve and 
chlorine gas exposure.

The Syrian govern-
ment has denied the alle-
gations. State news agency 
SANA cited an “official 
source” saying the reports 
were a “blatant attempt 
to hinder the army’s ad-
vance” into the “collaps-
ing terrorist” stronghold, 
reports CNN.

SANA said the Syrian 
Arab Army “does not need 
to use any chemical mate-
rials as claimed by terror-
ists’ media affiliates”.

In response to the al-
leged attack, a US State 
Department official told 

CNN: “We have seen 
multiple, very disturb-
ing reports... The (Syrian) 
regime’s history of using 
chemical weapons against 
its own people (is) not in 
dispute...

“As we’ve said, Russia 
ultimately bears responsi-
bility for the brutal target-
ing of countless Syrians 
with chemical weapons. 
Russia’s protection of the 
(President Bashar al) As-
sad regime and failure to 
stop the use of chemical 
weapons in Syria calls into 
question its commitment 

to resolving the overall 
crisis.”

The sarin nerve agent 
has been used in Syria 
before.

In April 2017, more 
than 80 people were killed 
in a sarin attack on the 
rebel-held town of Khan 
Sheikhoun -- an attack 
that prompted the US 
to launch 59 Tomahawk 
cruise missiles at a Syrian 
airbase.  In August 2013, 
rockets containing sarin 
were fired at rebel-held 
areas of Eastern Ghouta, 
killing hundreds.

Brasilia, April 8 (IANS): Brazil’s 
former President Luiz Inacio Lula 
da Silva turned himself in to federal 
police on Saturday, after supporters 
tried to prevent him from handing 
himself over to the authorities.

After supporters blocked his 
vehicle, Lula left the headquarters of 
the Metalworkers’ Union in this city 
in Sao Paulo state on foot, reports 
Xinhua.

The embattled former head of 
state had spent the last two nights 
in the building, where he began his 
political career as a union leader. 

Lula, who insists he is innocent 
of wrongdoing, denied that he was 
trying to evade justice by ignoring a 
judge’s order to surrender to federal 
police, after his lawyers lost their 
latest appeal against their client’s 
12-year sentence for alleged cor-
ruption.

The two-time president was 
accompanied by leaders of his left-
leaning Workers’ Party and his suc-
cessor and protege Dilma Rousseff, 
who was impeached in 2016, as well 
as several leftist presidential candi-
dates running in October elections.

Lula’s hopes of running for re-
election were dashed this week with 
the decision that he must begin 
serving his sentence, despite pend-
ing appeals. 

He has maintained the charges 
that he accepted the gift of a luxury 
apartment from construction giant 
Odebrecht (now called OAS S.A) 
in return for government building 
contracts were politically motivated 
to prevent Brazil’s leading progres-
sive candidate from taking part in 
the electoral process.

Jerusalem, April 8 (PTI/AFP): Israeli Defence Min-
ister Avigdor Lieberman said today there were “no 
innocent people” in the Hamas-run Gaza Strip after 
10 days of protests and clashes left 30 Palestinians 
dead. “There are no innocent people in the Gaza 
Strip,” Lieberman told Israel’s public radio.

“Everyone’s connected to Hamas, everyone gets 
a salary from Hamas, and all the activists trying to 
challenge us and breach the border are Hamas 
military wing activists.” 

Israel has faced mounting questions over its use 
of live fire after 10 days of protests and clashes along 
the Gaza Strip border in which its forces have killed 
30 Palestinians, according to Gazas health ministry.

Violence spiked again on Friday, when clashes 
erupted as thousands protested along the border, 
and nine Palestinians, including a journalist, were 
killed. On March 30, Israeli forces killed 19 Palestin-
ians as a protest by tens of thousands led to clashes.

There have been no reported Israeli casualties.
Israel says it has only opened fire when neces-

sary to stop damage to the border fence, infiltra-
tions and attempted attacks.

It alleges Hamas, the Islamist movement that 
runs the Gaza Strip and with whom it has fought 
three wars since 2008, is seeking to use the protests 
as cover to carry out violence.

But rights groups have harshly criticised Israeli 
soldiers actions, and Palestinians say protesters are 
being shot while posing no threat to troops. 

The European Union and UN Secretary-Gener-
al Antonio Guterres have called for an independent 
investigation, which Israel has rejected.

New York, April 8 (PTI): A fire 
broke out on the 50th floor of 
Trump Tower here, leaving one 
person dead and six firefighters 
injured, the New York City Fire 
Department said today.

It said a 67-year-old man, 
identified as Todd Brassner, 
was found “unconscious and 
unresponsive” when firefight-
ers arrived at the scene of the 
fire.

Brassner, a resident of the 
50th floor of Trump Tower, was 
rushed to a hospital in critical 
condition but later died, Fire 
Department spokeswoman An-
gelica Conroy said.

The medical examiner’s of-
fice will determine the cause of 

death, CNN reported.
The fire was contained to the 

50th floor of the tower, located 
on Fifth Avenue in New York. It 
was ruled under control around 
9 p.m. (local time), two hours 
after it was originally reported, 
the FDNY tweeted.

It also tweeted pictures of the 
building with several windows of 
the 50th floor ablaze.

Six firefighters suffered inju-
ries that are not life threatening, 
Conroy was quoted as saying by 
the channel.

No members of the Trump 
family were at the tower during 
the fire, Fire Commissioner Dan-
iel Nigro said.

President Donald Trump 

congratulated firefighters and 
tweeted that the fire was out.

“Fire at Trump Tower is out. 
Very confined (well built build-
ing). Firemen (and women) did a 
great job. THANK YOU!,” Trump 
tweeted.

Before moving to the White 
House in January last year, 
Trump and the first lady lived 
in the triplex penthouse apart-
ment, which occupies sections 
of floors 56-58, according to 
Forbes.

The apartments are listed on 
floors 66-68, although the build-
ing is technically only 58 stories. 

The headquarters of the 
Trump Organisation are on the 
26th floor of the skyscraper.

Ottawa, April 8 (IANS): Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau mourned 
14 members of the well-known 
Humboldt Broncos junior hockey 
team who were killed late on Fri-
day in a road accident.

“I cannot imagine what these 
parents are going through, and 
my heart goes out to everyone 
affected by this terrible tragedy, 

in the Humboldt community 
and beyond,” he wrote Saturday 
on Twitter.

The bus carrying the team, 
who were on their way to play 
in a game in the semifinal series 
of Saskatchewan Junior Hockey 
League, was hit by a truck on the 
highway in Tisdale, southwestern 
Saskatchewan Province, around 

6 p.m. local time (1200 GMT), 
reports Xinhua.

There were 28 people on the 
bus, including the driver. Four-
teen people were killed and sev-
eral others injured, with three in 
critical condition.

The team comprised 24 play-
ers, all from Western Canada, 
aged 16 to 21.

Munster (Germany), April 8 (PTI/
AFP): German authorities investi-
gating a deadly van ramming attack 
focused today on mental health 
problems of the driver, as the city 
of Muenster mourned for the two 
people killed on a sunny afternoon 
at an open-air restaurant.

“There are strong indications 
at the moment that this was a lone 
perpetrator and that there were no 
links to the terror scene,” federal 
Interior Minister Horst Seehofer told 
reporters at the site of Saturday’s at-
tacks, where local people laid flowers 
in memory of the victims.

Far-right opponents of Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel’s refugee policy 
had suggested in the immediate 
aftermath of the attack it might be 
an Islamist act of terror, while some 
media reported the killer had links to 
right-wing extremist organisations.

But there are “no indications of a 
political motive,” said Hajo Kuhlisch, 
chief of police in the western city 
where the attack took place.

Rather, he added, “the motive 
and origins (of the crime) lie within 

the perpetrator,” a 48-year-old Ger-
man identified as Jens R who shot 
himself dead immediately after the 
crime.

A source close to the investiga-
tion told AFP there was a record of 
incidents related to the perpetrators 
impaired mental health since 2015, 
and that he had talked of suicide in 
late March.

Prosecutors said he faced allega-
tions of threats, property damage 
and fraud in 2015 and 2016, all of 
which were dropped.

And broadcaster NTV reported 
he had threatened family members 
with an axe in 2014 and 2015.

The two victims killed in Muen-
ster were a 51-year-old woman and 
a 65-year-old man, both from north-
ern Germany.

As well as the dead, police said 
20 were injured -- some life-threat-
eningly.

The foreign ministry in the Neth-
erlands said two of those hurt were 
Dutch, one of whom was in a critical 
condition.

In the van, police found the gun 

used by the driver to kill himself, a 
blank-firing pistol and some power-
ful fireworks.

A search of the mans Muenster 
apartment late Saturday turned up 
more fireworks and a deactivated 
AK47 assault rifle.

Police have appealed to the pub-
lic for information, setting up a web-
site where people can upload photos 
and videos.

Armed police cordoned off a 
wide area around the scene of the 
attack yesterday, urging residents 
to avoid the city centre to allow 
investigators to get to work amid 
initial fears the country had suffered 
another extremist assault.

“I was on my way home through 
the city here and saw firefighters and 
ambulances everywhere. I thought 
something really terrible must have 
happened,” said Hubert Recker-
mann, a local man in his late 60s.

“Its still unbelievable for me, but 
these days anything can happen. You 
cant really defend yourself against 
people with psychiatric problems.” 

Germany has been on especially 
high alert for jihadist attacks after 
several claimed by the Islamic State 
group.

But “we know with high prob-
ability that it was a lone perpetrator, 
it was a German, not a refugee,” said 
North Rhine-Westphalia state inte-
rior minister Herbert Reul.

“We know with high probabil-
ity that there was no Islamist back-
ground” to the Saturday afternoon 
attack, inflicted as locals and tour-
ists enjoyed a sunny spring day, he 
added.

“It will take a few more hours and 
days” until the case is cleared up, 
Reul added.

Merkel said she was “deeply 
shaken” by the incident and pledged 
that “everything possible will be 
done to determine what was behind 
this act and to help the victims”.

The presidents of Russia and 
France, Vladimir Putin and Em-
manuel Macron, as well as Spanish 
Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy sent 
their condolences.

New York, April 8 (PTI): A Sikh or-
ganisation in the US has created a 
world record by tying thousands of 
turbans within a few hours as mem-
bers of the community commemo-
rated the annual Turban Day at the 
iconic Times Square here, spreading 
awareness about the faith amid 
incidents of hate crimes against the 
community.

The Sikhs of New York organised 
the Turban Day as part of the annual 
mid-April celebration of Vaisakhi, 
which is commemorated by millions 
of Sikhs annually.

This year, the organisation was 
aiming to set a world record for tying 
the most turbans during the day-
long celebration in Times Square 
yesterday.

Chanpreet Singh, the founder of 
the non-profit organisation, told PTI 
that they tied over 9,000 turbans and 
are “thrilled” to set the world record 
for tying thousands of turbans in a 
few hours.

The organisation won a cer-
tificate from the Guinness World 
Record for the “most turbans tied in 
8 hours was achieved by Sikhs of NY 
(USA) in Times Square in New York, 
USA on April 7, 2018.” 

The Turban Day brought togeth-
er hundreds of volunteers from the 
Sikh community who tie colourful 
turbans on New Yorkers, tourists and 

Americans from across the country 
visiting Times Square.

While tying the turbans, they also 
talked about the Sikh identity, mak-
ing people aware of the culture.

The event has been aimed at 
spreading awareness among Ameri-
cans and other nationalities about 
the Sikh religion and its articles of 
faith, especially the turban, which 
has often been misconceived and 
misidentified as being associated 
with terrorism particularly in the 
years since the 9/11 terror attacks.

Sikhs for New York said thou-
sands of New Yorkers and visitors 
from around the globe crowd into 
Times Square and came away for the 
first time wearing a turban on their 
head and learned about Sikhism, 
one of the largest religions in the 
world.

“On Turban Day, we tied turbans 
regardless of age, colour, gender or 
race,” Singh said.

“These are core Sikh values and 
American values that make us Sikh 
Americans. Our diversity is our 
strength. 

The Turban Day has ben com-
memorated in New York since 2013 
to educate people about Sikhism, 
which preaches equality of mankind 
and all human beings.

Representatives from Guinness 
World Record judged the event in 

Times Square and presented the 
organisation with a successful world 
record breaking attempt by tying 
the most turbans in one place in the 
world.

The day-long event also included 

cultural and musical presentations.
“We greatly appreciate the many 

volunteers who lent their time and 
contributed generously to support 
Turban Day,” Singh said.

“This educational endeavour 

would not be possible without our 
hundreds of volunteers and sup-
porters.” 

Last year, a proclamation by 
Congressman Gregory Meeks of the 
5th Congressional District of New 

York had declared April 15, 2017 as 
‘Turban Day’, lauding The Sikhs of 
New York for its dedication in edu-
cating other communities about the 
Sikh faith.

Those who got the turbans tied, 
including young children, were 
seen excitedly taking pictures and 
proudly walking around with their 
new head gear.

Cheryl Mendz, a young student, 
said she got the turban tied on her 
head as she liked exploring different 
cultures.

“It’s nice to see a different culture. 
I am not a Sikh so it’s nice to learn 
about different cultures,” she said, 
proudly wearing her pink turban.

She added that the message of 
the organisation that Sikhs should 
not be targeted in hate crimes be-
cause of their identity is “amazing”. 
“Everyone should be treated equally, 
everyone should be welcome no 
matter what religion you believe in, 
she said.

Sporting a pink turban, Natasha 
Zenger said, It’s nice to embrace a 
culture that is different from one’s 
own.” 

According to Sikh rights group 
Sikh Coalition, in the 15 years fol-
lowing 9/11, Sikhs remain hundreds 
of times more likely to be targeted 
in cases of profiling, bigotry and 
backlash than the average American.
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Brazil’s former President Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva waves to supporters from a window of 
the Metal Workers Union headquarters in 
Sao Bernardo do Campo, Brazil, Saturday, 
April 7, 2018.

AP/PTI

Muenster Mayor Markus Lewe (L-R), Interior Minister of North Rhine-Westphalia Herbert Reul, 
German Interior Minister Horst Seehofer and Minister President of North Rhine-Westphalia 
Armin Laschet stand next to the fountain outside the Grosser Kiepenkerl restaurant, near where 
a ramming attack took place a day earlier, in Muenster, Germany, 08 April 2018. 

70 killed in suspected 
Syria chemical attack

Brazil’s ex-President Lula 
turns himself in to police

Israel defence minister says 
no innocent people in Gaza

One dead, 6 injured in Trump Tower fire

Canadian PM mourns 14 hockey players killed in bus crash

Police see mental illness behind deadly German van attack

Moscow, April 8 (PTI/AFP): Moscow 
today rejected claims the Syrian re-
gime used chemical weapons on an 
opposition holdout in Eastern Ghouta, 
after the US said Russia bore ultimate 
responsibility for any attack. 

“We firmly deny this information,” 
said General Yuri Yevtushenko, head of 
the Russian Center for Reconciliation of 
the Warring Sides in Syria, in comments 
reported by news agencies.

“We are ready, once Douma is freed 
from militants, to immediately send 
Russian specialists in radiation, chemi-
cal and biological defence to collect 
data that will confirm these claims are 
fabricated,” he added.

The previous day Douma was 
pounded by renewed airstrikes that 
killed 70 civilians in around 24 hours 
-- while 11 people also suffered breath-
ing problems.

First responders have accused forc-
es loyal to President Bashar al-Assad of 

using poisonous chlorine gas.
“These reports, if confirmed, are 

horrifying and demand an immedi-
ate response by the international 
community,” US State Department 
spokeswoman Heather Nauert said in 
a statement.

“The Assad regime and its backers 
must be held accountable and any fur-
ther attacks prevented immediately,” 
she added.

“Russia, with its unwavering sup-
port for the regime, ultimately bears 
responsibility for these brutal attacks.” 

The Syrian regime has been repeat-
edly accused of using chemical weap-
ons, with the United Nations among 
those blaming government forces for 
a deadly sarin gas attack on the oppo-
sition-held village of Khan Sheikhun in 
April 2017.

Since February 18, the regimes 
Ghouta offensive has killed more than 
1,600 civilians.

Moscow denies claims Syrian regime used 
chemical weapons in Douma — Agencies

Sikh group creates world record by tying thousands of turbans in US

AP/PTI

Members of Sikh community that set a Guinness World Record for the ‘most turbans tied in 8 hours’ to commemorate Turban Day in New York on Sunday.
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‘Black Panther’ makes it to 
top three grossers ever in US

Russell Simmons accused of groping reality TV star

Dream Theater to start work on new album in June

Miranda Lambert, Anderson East split

Timberlake swoons about Biel in social media post

‘It’s a lot of pressure to maintain 
relationship in spotlight’

Bill Cosby’s honorary degree revoked

R
yan Coog-
ler’s “Black 
Panther” 
surpassed the 
collections of 

James Cameron’s gigantic 
1997 “Titanic” to rank as 
the third top-grossing 
title of all time at the US 
box office.

“Black Panther”, fea-
turing an all-black cast, 
falls behind “Star Wars: 

The Force Awakens” 
($936.7 million) and “Ava-
tar” ($760.5 million), with 
a domestic total of $659.3 
milion till Friday, accord-
ing to hollywoodreporter.
com.

“Titanic” had finished 
at $659.5 million when it 
released in late 1997.

Globally, “Black Pan-
ther” has grossed $1.29 
billion, ranking as the No 

10 title of all time.
The Disney and 

Marvel superhero film 
stars Chadwick Bose-
man as T’Challa/Black 
Panther alongside Lupita 
Nyong’o, Michael B. Jor-
dan, Danai Gurira, Daniel 
Kaluuya, Letitia Wright, 
Winston Duke, Angela 
Bassett, Forest Whitaker 
and Andy Serkis.

The story, described 

as a tale of black power 
and black pride in ad-
dition to its superhero 
themes, follows T’Challa 
as he is sworn in as king 
of Wakanda, a cloaked, 
technologically ad-
vanced nation in Africa 
that is home to the exotic 
metal vibranium, the 
source of Black Panther’s 
powers.

IANS

R
eality TV star Luann de 
Lesseps has accused TV 
producer Russell Sim-
mons of groping her in 
an elevator.

Simmons, Def Jam Recordings 
co-founder, has been accused of 
rape or sexual harassment by nu-
merous women since the past year. 
He has denied those claims.

Lesseps has alleged the incident 
happened “around three summers 
ago, at Soho Beach House, Miami”, 
reports eonline.com.

“He grabbed my a** in an 
elevator, he was just a pig,” she said 
in an interview to the Daily Beast 
news portal.

“I haven’t told anybody about 
that before. I was grossed out. I was 
like ‘How dare you?’ He invaded 
me, he took advantage of me, being 

who he is, thinking he is all it.... 
He thought he could just do that. I 
looked at him and said, ‘Don’t ever 
do that again’,” she said. 

Lesseps said she did not report 
the incident at the time and Sim-
mons never apologised to her.

IANS

D
ream Theater will 
gather in the stu-
dio to start work 
on their 14th al-
bum in a couple of 

months, frontman James LaBrie 
reported in a new interview. 

The band hope the follow-up to 
2016’s The Astonishing will be 
released early next year.

“We’re gonna start back in 
the studio in June – just all be 
together and writing and work-
ing on the new album,” LaBrie 

told the Lead Singer Syndrome 
podcast (audio below). “We’re 
hoping that the album will be 
out, let’s say, February of 2019. 
And then we’re looking, at this 
point, that we’d start the next 
world tour next March.”

Discussing the band’s 
approach to writing, LaBrie 
explained there was a reason 
why under-developed ideas 
from previous records weren’t 
usually recovered. “Whenever 
we get together and we’re in the 

studio and we’re writing a new 
album or whatever it might be, 
we’re never ever short on ideas,” 
he said. “In fact, if you were to 
go back through the various al-
bums, there’s so much material 
that could have easily become 
a great one, and it’s just kinda 
tossed to the side.

“We always say that we’re 
gonna go back and revisit those 
songs, those seeds or whatever 
you want to call them. We never 
do, because by the time you’re 
in a position to be writing again, 
and working on a new album… 
I’ve always said we’re a reflec-
tion of what’s going on at that 
particular moment in time.”

Last year LaBrie reported, 
“We all pretty much know 
where we want to go with the 
next album, but we have a clear, 
clear vision of what it needs 
to be in direction, where we 
want to take it. That’s exciting.” 
Keyboardist Jordan Rudess 
had previously said the new LP 
wouldn’t be a concept album in 
the style of The Astonishing.

Ultimateclassicrock

S
ingers Miranda 
Lambert and 
Anderson East 
have reportedly 
split after two 

years of dating.
US Weekly reported 

that the couple has put 
their relationship on 
pause for now.

“They have spent a lot 
of time apart, but poten-
tially could end up back 
together. The love is still 
there,” said one source.

Lambert, 34, hinted at 
the split while speaking 
about her experience with 
heartbreak - and how it 
has influenced her music 
- during a March concert 
in Knoxville. 

“I make it my mission 

every single time I step on 
the stage that no matter 
what, no matter where I 
am, I want to make you 
feel everything you could 
possibly feel. I want you 
to feel sad, mad, happy 
and nostalgic and really 
pissed sometimes. That’s 
my favourite,” Lambert 

told the audience.
“And part of feelings is 

also heartbreak unfortu-
nately, but fortunately for 
me, I can use it for my art 
or whatever. I like to write 
sad songs. I like to listen 
to sad songs, so I want to 
sing y’all one,” she added 
and then performed 

her hit “Tin Man”, an 
emotional song about 
heartache.

As for East, the 
29-year-old performed a 
song about love and loss 
when appearing on a 
syndicated radio show in 
February.

It was when they 
stopped posting about 
each other on their social 
media accounts that fans 
sensed a strain in their 
relationship. The last 
photo East posted of the 
“The House That Built 
Me” songstress was on 
her birthday in November 
2017, while Lambert’s last 
post about East was in 
January.

IANS

S
inger Justin Timberlake 
swooned about wife Jessica 
Biel in a sweet post shared 
on social media.

The 37-year-old singer 
shared a photograph on Instagram 
on Saturday of himself and his wife 
on the set of his “Man of the Woods” 
music video, which was released 
in February.  Biel is seen wearing a 
bohemian white dress with a thin 
brown leather belt, has her arms 

wrapped around her husband of 
five years, who is fixing his beige 
beanie. Timberlake and Biel mar-
ried in 2012, and share a two-year-
old son named Silas.

“She’s got my back,” Timberlake 
wrote alongside the photograph, 
which received a lot of attention.

Timberlake is currently on his 
“Man of the Woods” Tour and is 
set to take the stage at Montreal’s 
Bell Centre on Sunday. When her 

husband officially hit the road for 
his new tour, Biel had shared on 
Instagram a clip of Timberlake per-
forming “Morning Light” onstage 
and put the camera on selfie mode 
to show her singing along.

“There’s nothing better than 
watching your man do what they’ve 
been put on this earth to do,” she 
captioned the video, adding: “I’m so 
proud of you, Man of the Woods!”

IANS

A
ctor Kristen 
Bell believes it 
is “a lot of pres-
sure” having a 
relationship in 

the spotlight.
The “Frozen” star, 

however, “highly doubts” 

she will ever split from 
husband Dax Shepard.

“It is a lot of pressure. 
Well I’ll tell you this, I 
highly doubt we will ever 
break up because we’re 
just ... we’re in too deep 
and I like him too much. 
Even when he’s annoying 
I really like him. I’m still 
like, ‘I still wanna be on 
the porch with you when 
I’m 80, but I really need 
you to get out of my face 
right now’,” Bell said.

Speaking about Chan-
ning Tatum and Jenna 
Dewan’s split, she added, 
“But I also think we’re 
not looking at the whole 
picture when we sort of 
idolise the relationship. 
Like those two, that may 
be a better path for both 
of them and they’re both 
lovely people and they’re 
still friends and that’s OK.

PTI

V
eteran co-
median Bill 
Cosby’s honor-
ary degree has 
been revoked 

by Ohio State Univer-
sity amid his retrial in a 
sexual assault case.

This is the first time 
the University has 
revoked an honorary 
degree, reported holly-
woodreporter.com.

University trustees 
approved rescinding the 
degree for the 80-year-
old comedian, whose 
retrial in a sexual assault 

case will begin on April 
9 in suburban Philadel-
phia. 

An Ohio State spokes-
man said: “Cosby has, 
by his own admission, 
violated the university’s 
principles and values.”

Cosby’s retrial in-
volves a woman who says 
he drugged and assaulted 
her in 2004. Cosby says 
the encounter was con-
sensual.

His first trial ended in 
a hung jury in June last 
year.

IANS

PB Acharya lauds Alobo Naga

T
he Governor of Nagaland, PB Acharya in a press release issued on April 
8 has congratulated Alobo Naga on winning three awards at the Artist 
Aloud Music Awards 2018 held in Mumbai on April 4. 

The governor in the release said that the awards appropriately rec-
ognise Alobo’s talent and dedication for his passion towards music. 

“We appreciate your unwavering commitment for outstanding personal 
performances,” Acharya stated. 

The governor has also encouraged Alobo to continue contributing to the 
society positively in years to come.  (EMN)

3.30 pm: Peter Rabbit (eng)

10 am, 12.40 pm, 5 pm, 8 pm: Haaghi

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320
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Kerala startup to unveil more manhole cleaning robots

This device transcribes words spoken ‘in your head’
New York, April 8 (IANS): Research-
ers including two of Indian ori-
gin at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) have developed 
a computer interface that can 
transcribe words that the user 
verbalises internally but does not 
actually speak aloud.

Electrodes in the device pick 
up neuromuscular signals in the 
jaw and face that are triggered by 
internal verbalisations -- saying 
words ‘in your head’ -- but are un-
detectable to the human eye.

The system consists of a wear-
able device and an associated 
computing system.

The signals are fed to a Machine 
Learning (ML) system that has 
been trained to correlate particular 
signals with particular words.

“The motivation for this was 
to build an IA device -- an intelli-
gence-augmentation device,” said 
Arnav Kapur, graduate student at 
the MIT Media Lab who led the 
development of the new system.

“Our idea was: Could we have 
a computing platform that’s more 
internal, that melds human and 
machine in some ways and that 
feels like an internal extension of 
our own cognition?” he added.

Kapur is first author on the 

paper. Pattie Maes, Professor of 
Media Arts and Sciences is the 
senior author and he is joined by 
Shreyas Kapur, an undergraduate 
major in electrical engineering and 
computer science.

The device is part of a complete 
silent-computing system that lets 
the user undetectably pose and 
receive answers to difficult compu-
tational problems.

The idea that internal verbalisa-
tions have physical correlates has 
been around since the 19th centu-
ry, and it was seriously investigated 
in the 1950s.

One of the goals of the speed-

reading movement of the 1960s 
was to eliminate internal verbali-
sation, or subvocalisation, as it’s 
known.

According to Kapur, the system’s 
performance should improve with 
more training data, which could be 
collected during its ordinary use.

“We’re in the middle of collect-
ing data, and the results look nice,” 
Kapur said. “I think we’ll achieve 
full conversation some day.”

The researchers have described 
their device in a paper presented 
at the Association for Computing 
Machinery’s “ACM Intelligent User 
Interface” conference.

Thiruvananthapuram, April 
7 (IANS): Kerala startup Gen-
robotics will unveil five more 
‘Bandicoot’ robots for cleaning 
sewer holes, including for pilot 
projects in Karnataka and Tamil 
Nadu.

The step comes after its Ker-
ala model got a huge response 
when it eliminated the age-old 
practice of manual scavenging.

Genrobotics launched the 
robot in Thiruvananthapuram 
on an experimental basis in 
March.

The startup was among 
the participants of the two-
day Huddle Kerala conclave, 
which concluded here Saturday 
as their stall at the expo drew 
much attention.

The Kerala Water Author-
ity (KWA) and Kerala Startup 
Mission (KSUM) have signed 
a MoU for the transfer of tech-
nology and products, including 
the use of robots for cleaning 
up sewers.

They told the media they 
have received an invitation to 
present Bandicoot in Karnataka 

Australian scientists go deep into caves to study impact of climate change
Sydney, April 6 (IANS): Sci-
entists from University of 
New South Wales (NSW) in 
Australia are moving into 
caves to understand how 
climate change and land 
use are affecting ground-
water resources.

According to informa-
tion given by the univer-
sity, researches -- includ-
ing those from Germay 
-- are looking at ancient 
limestone structures in 
Wellington Caves in NSW 
to better studay soil mosi-
ture, as part of an interna-
tional project.

The Wellington Caves, 
located 8 km south of Wel-
lington NSW, are a major 
tourist attraction for their 
beautiful stalagmites, sta-
lactites and coral.

For the project, Junior 
Professor Andreas Hart-
mann of the University of 
Freiburg in Germany has 
teamed up with UNSW 
Professor Andy Baker of 
the School of Biological, 
Earth and Environmental 
Sciences.

The scientists have set 
up a long-term experi-

NASA tells Boeing to fly three 
people for six months to ISS
Washington, April 7 (IANS): 
NASA has updated its commer-
cial crew contract with Boeing 
to let the US-based aerospace 
company fly three people to the 
International Space Station (ISS) 
who will stay there for up to six 
months from an earlier planned 
two-week trip.

The move is seen as to quickly 
end the dependency over Rus-
sian Soyuz flights to ferry as-
tronauts to the ISS as NASA’s 
contract with Soyuz ends in 2019.

“NASA has updated its Com-
mercial Crew Transportation 
Capability (CCtCap) contract 
with Boeing, which provides 
flexibility in its commercial flight 
tests,” the US space agency said 
on Friday.

Boeing, one of the agency’s 
two commercial crew partners 
(the other being SpaceX), ap-
proached NASA last year and 
proposed adding a third crew 
member on its Crew Flight Test 
(CFT) to the ISS.

“The change includes the 
ability to extend Boeing’s CFT 
from roughly two weeks to up to 
six months as well as the training 
and mission support for a third 
crew member. Cargo capabilities 
for the uncrewed and crewed 
flight tests were also identified,” 
NASA said.

Adding a third crew member 
on Boeing’s flight test -- sched-
uled for later this year -- could 
offer NASA an additional oppor-
tunity to ensure continued US 
access to the orbital laboratory.

“This contract modification 
provides NASA with additional 
schedule margin if needed,” said 
William Gerstenmaier, Associate 
Administrator, Human Explora-
tion and Operations Mission 

Directorate at NASA.
“We appreciate Boeinga¿s 

willingness to evolve its flight to 
ensure we have continued ac-
cess to space for our astronauts. 
Commercial space transporta-
tion to low-Earth orbit from US 
soil is critical for the agency and 
the nation,” he added.

The current commercial crew 
flight schedules provide about 
six months of margin to begin 
regular, post-certification crew 
rotation missions to the ISS.

“Turning a test flight into 
more of an operational mis-
sion needs careful review by 
the technical community,” said 
Gerstenmaier.

For example, the spacecraft 
capability to support the ad-
ditional time still needs to be 
reviewed.

“Modifying the contract now 
allows NASA and Boeing an op-
portunity to tailor the duration 
to balance the mission needs 
with vehicle and crew capabili-
ties,” NASA noted.

This would not be the first 
time NASA has expanded the 
scope of test flights.

NASA had SpaceX carry cargo 
on its commercial cargo demon-
stration flight to the space station 
under the Commercial Orbital 
Transportation Services (COTS) 
initiative in 2012, which was not 
part of the original agreement.

Boeing and SpaceX plan to fly 
test missions without crew to the 
space station this year prior to 
test flights with a crew onboard.

After each company’s test 
flights, NASA will evaluate the 
in-flight performance in order 
to certify the systems and begin 
regular post-certification crew 
rotation missions.

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1783SUD0KU 1623
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1782

ACROSS
1. Unkempt people
6. Prostitute or madam
10. Mother
14. Lake on the Nevada-

California border
15. Teller of untruths
16. Death notice
17. Protective covering
18. Latin for “Bear”
19. City in Nevada
20. Art of making woven 

containers
22. Noted US photographer 

Edward ______ (1886-1958)
24. One who looks down on 

people
25. Refinement
26. Sewn with temporary long 

stitches
29. Tilt
30. Medley
31. Painstakingly
37. Beatle Ringo _____
39. French for “Word”
40. Pink-flowered
41. Alternative medicinal system
44. Armored infantry vehicle
45. Cups
46. Warns
48. Club-shaped
52. Baby bed
53. Slacken
54. Suggests a meaning
58. Declare
59. Greek god of love
61. Spiny yellow-flowered 

evergreen shrub
62. Eastern European people
63. Declaim vehemently
64. Russian edict
65. Collections
66. Perceives
67. Colorado ski resort 

DOWN
1. Pierce
2. A nymph in Roman mythology
3. Units of electrical resistance

4. “Novel shop”
5. Peaceful
6. Short promotional notice
7. Breezy
8. Past tense of “To be”
9. Sketch
10. Telegraph code
11. Assists
12. Son of Zeus and 

Europa (Greek 
mythology) 

13. Make amends
21. “Different Strokes” actor 

____ Bridges

23. Go in
25. Belief
26. Nonsense
27. Male singing range
28. Thailand
29. Coagulated masses
32. Likeness
33. Portable computers
34. Emperor
35. Period of penitence
36. Long-haired Tibetan oxen
38. Pertaining to 

Rome 
42. Moves about aimlessly

43. Wool
47. Pertaining to the tongue
48. Insensitive
49. Embankment
50. Heightened state of 

awareness
51. “Action words”
52. Expenses
54. Fruit of the pine family
55. Snare
56. Being
57. Observed
60. Actress Charlotte ___

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1622

India to launch navigation 
satellite on April 12
Bengaluru, April 7 (IANS): India’s space 
agency ISRO on Saturday said it will 
launch a navigation satellite from its 
spaceport in Sriharikota in Andhra 
Pradesh on April 12.

“The 43rd flight of Polar Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C41) will launch 
the Indian Remote Navigation Satellite 
System (IRNSS-1I) from the first launch 
pad of the Satish Dhawan Space Centre 
at Sriharikota on April 12 at 4.04 a.m.,” 
the Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) said in a statement on its official 
website.

The IRNSS-1I is the eighth satellite to 
join the NavIC navigation satellite con-
stellation in Earth’s polar orbit.

The launch a fortnight after ISRO 
launched communication satellite 
GSAT-6A on March 29 on board a heavy 
rocket (GSLV), but lost communication 
link with it on March 31 when it was on 
course to its intended slot in the geo-
stationary orbit, about 36,000km above 
the Earth.

The Master Control Facility (MCF) of 
the space agency at Hassan in Karnataka 
has been trying its best to restore link 
with the 2,000kg satellite since April 1 but 
not succeeded till date.

The 8th navigation satellite IRNSS-1I 

will be a replacement in the NavIC con-
stellation for the 1,425kg IRNSS-1H that 
failed to eject out of the PSLV rocket on 
August 31, 2017 to its intended orbit as its 
heat shield failed to separate even about 
20 minutes after it was launched.

The rocket’s heat shield should have 
separated three minutes into the launch, 
but failed to.

After a 19-minute wait for the heat 
shield to separate, ISRO scientists had 
declared the mission unsuccessful.

The IRNSS-1H satellite was to have 
been slung into orbit at 507km above the 
Earth in the polar orbit.

mental site to measure 
soil moisture above the 
Wellington Caves. Results 
from this experiment will 
be compared with the re-
charge reaching Cathe-
dral Cave -- the largest 
and most popular of the 
caves below the ground 
--- which is already being 

recorded using equipment 
that measures cave drips.

“This is the only cave 
and karst environment 
in the world where the 
rainfall, the soil moisture 
and the water infiltration 
to the groundwater are be-
ing measured at the same 
time,” said Professor Bak-

er. Karst is a topography 
formed from the dissolu-
tion of soluble rocks such 
as limestone, dolomite, 
and gypsum. Karst regions 
contain aquifers that are 
capable of providing large 
supplies of water.

He said the research 
project would also be a 

resource for research stu-
dents, science teachers 
and cave guides.

Hartmann said that 
soil moisture measure-
ments in karst had rarely 
been done, adding: “We 
expect exciting results 
from our global monitor-
ing system.”

and Tamil Nadu.
Of the five new robots, one 

each will be used in Tamil Nadu 
and Karnataka for pilot projects, 
two will go to KWA, and one will be 
used by the Cochin International 
Airport Limited (CIAL).

The Bandicoot has four 
limbs and a bucket system at-
tached to a spider web-like 
extension, which can go inside 
the manhole.

The waste at the bottom of 
the manhole is shovelled into 
the bucket system and lifted 
out. The robot has Wi-Fi and 
Bluetooth modules.

Apart from the state-owned 
Kerala Financial Corporation 
(KFC), Genrobotics is getting 
funds from venture capitalist 
Unicorn India Ventures for the 
production of the robots.

Founded in 2015, by four 
young engineering graduates, 
Genrobotics specialises in pow-
ered exoskeletons and human-
controlled robotic systems and 
at the two-day event, they said 
they have got a good number of 
enquiries from the UAE.
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Women provide triple delight to headline golden day for India

Rahul blitzkrieg blows away Delhi Daredevils NTA sends goodwill message to Naga 
kid in world Taekwondo championship

Manchester United spoils party for City

Indian Weightlifter Punam Yadav competes in women's 69kg Weightlifting category during the 
Commonwealth  Games 2018 in Gold Coast, Australia on Sunday. 

AP/PTI

Kings XI Punjab (KXIP) player KL Rahul celebrates his half century against 
Delhi Daredevils (DD) during an IPL match 2018 at IS Bindra Stadium in 
Mohali on Sunday.

PTI

Paul Pogba flies through the air to score Manchester United’s first goal in their 3-2 win at Manchester City.

India's Saina Nehwal returns a shot to Singapore's Jia Min 
Yeo during the women's singles of Badminton Mixed Team 
Semifinals match at the Commonwealth  Games 2018 in Gold 
Coast, Australia on Sunday.

AP/PTI

Manu Bhaker of India reacts after winning the gold medal during 
the women's 10m Air Pistol final at the Belmont Shooting Centre 
during the 2018 Commonwealth Games in Brisbane, Australia, 
Sunday.

AP/PTI

Gold Coast, A p r i l  8 
(PTI): From weightlifting 
to boxing to table tennis to 
hockey, women formed the 
core of India's stupendous 
day three at the 21st Com-
monwealth Games where 
a 16-year-old Manu Bhaker 
delivered a record-shatter-
ing shooting gold medal 
and the table tennis team 
shocked fancied defending 
champions Singapore to 
clinch the top honours for 
the first time in the event.

Another high point of 
the day was a 35-year-old 
M C Mary Kom advancing 
to the medal rounds in what 
is her first and probably last 
appearance at the Games.

India held on to their 
fourth position in the med-
als tally, having claimed 
seven gold, two silver and 
three bronze medals so far.

From the shooting 
ranges in Brisbane to the 
weightlifting arena here, it 
was all about women today. 
And starting it all was Manu 
Bhaker, the teen sensation 
from Haryana, who shot 
down the Games record 
and the gold medal in the 
10m air pistol event.

A distant silver-medal-
list in the event also hap-
pened to be a woman -- 
Heena Sidhu.

Shooting is an uncom-
plicated sport, take aim 

and shoot. That's why it's 
important not to think 
too much. If you think too 
much, then it becomes 
complex, explained Bhaker 
as she analysed her brilliant 
performance.

In the weightlifting are-
na of the Carrara Sports 
and Leisure Center, Pu-
nam Yadav (69kg) pulled 
off a personal best of 222kg 
(110kg+122kg) to improve 
the bronze she had won 
in the 2014 edition to add 
another gold to India's haul.

The women's hockey 
team showed tremendous 
grit to stun Olympic cham-

pions England in its third 
pool match in what can 
only be described as a mo-
rale-soaring 2-1 victory, 
which took them closer to a 
semifinal berth.

And in the evening, the 
women's table tennis team 
of Manika Batra, Madhurika 
Patkar and Mouma Das did 
what was not at all expected 
of them, beat defending 
champions Singapore 3-1 
for a historic maiden gold.

On the badminton 
court, Saina Nehwal re-
mained in brutally good 
form and guided India to 
a 3-1 triumph over Singa-

pore in the mixed team 
event. The top seeds will be 
up against Malaysia in the 
summit clash tomorrow.

Adding a dash of bronze 
to the weightlifting collec-
tion was Thakur (94kg), 
who lifted a total of 351kg 
(159kg+192kg) on a day 
when Papua New Guinea's 
Steven Kari broke the Com-
monwealth as well as the 
Games record in clean and 
jerk for a total lift of 370kg 
(154kg+216kg).

Yadav and Thakur's 
haul took India's overall 
weightlifting medal tally to 
five gold, a silver and two 

bronze medals so far, a per-
formance made special by 
the fact that most of them 
nursed varying niggles and 
did not have access to a 
full-time physio owing to 
an accreditation goof-up 
for which none has taken 
responsibility so far.

In shooting, Ravi Kumar 
let slip a golden opportu-
nity to settle for a bronze 
medal in the 10m air rifle 
event where Deepak Kumar 
finished sixth after breaking 
the Games record in quali-
fication.

In the boxing ring, Mary 
Kom made the semifinals 

with a sound thrashing of 
Scotland's Megan Gordon 
her victory assuring the 
Indian boxing contingent 
of its first CWG medal at the 
ongoing edition. Among 
the men, world bronze-
medallist Vikas Krishan 
(75kg) advanced to the 
quarterfinals.

"This will be my first 
Commonwealth Games 
medal and I am happy to 
achieve that but gold is 
what I'm after," Mary Kom 
declared after her win.

The high-profile athlet-
ics competition also got 
underway at the Carrara 

sports complex and In-
dia had a fairly decent day 
with race walker Khushbir 
Kaur finishing fourth in the 
women's 20km event.

In track and field events, 
shot-putter Tejinder Singh 
made the finals, while 
Mohammed Anas Yahiya 
topped his 400m heat to 
book a slot in the semifi-
nals.

The men's  hockey 
team, meanwhile, contin-
ued to be slightly off and 
had to work hard for a 4-3 
win over Wales in their sec-
ond pool B match. They 
had yesterday settled for 
a disappointing 2-2 draw 
with a sloppy Pakistan, the 
equalising goal from the 
rivals coming in the final 
seven seconds of the match.

Dimapur, April 8 (EMN): The Nagaland 
Taekwondo Association (NTA) has 
wished luck to Heutingyi Zeliang who 
will represent India at the World Junior 
Taekwondo Championship scheduled 
for April 9 to 13th at Hammamet in 
Tunisia. 

“To put the record straight, the NTA 
clarifies that Heutingyi – currently un-
der training in at Army Boys Company 
Ranikhet, Uttarakhand – represents 

Services Sports Control Board (SSCB) 
and his selection to the India team came 
through Taekwondo Federation of India 
(TFI),” stated a press release from the 
NTA on Sunday.

Normally, the Union Ministry of 
Youth Affairs and Sports and the TFI 
would bear the expenses of the players. 
However the ministry has stopped its 
grant-in-aid to the federation pending a 
course, the NTA informed. 

Thus the TFI has asked the players 
to bear their own expenses this time, it 
stated. 

After learning about Heutingyi’s 
financial difficulties, the NTA stated, 
its president Pele Khezhie ‘stepped in 
to sponsor’ him for the World Junior 
Taekwondo Championship. Many other 
well-wishers have offered help to the 
player enabling him to participate in the 
championship, it informed. 

London, April 8 (IANS): Man-
chester United was trailing 
by two goals but came back 
thanks to a one-two punch 
by Paul Pogba and a score by 
Chris Smalling to down rival 
Manchester City for its second 
loss of the season.

City needed one more win 
to be crowned league champi-
ons with just six games left to 
go - it had run up a 27-game 
unbeaten streak. United, 
meanwhile, was pretty much 
out of the running for the title 

and came to Etihad Stadium 
on Saturday to simply rain on 
its neighbour's parade, reports 
Efe.

City threatened and fi-
nally dealt the first blow at 
Mourinho's team when Vin-
cent Kompany eluded Small-
ing, slipped into the area and 
headed a shot into the corner 
to make it 1-0 at minute 25 and 
bring his team one step closer 
to the title.

Without giving United 
time to react, Guardiola's 

squad came on five minutes 
later to apparently wrap up the 
title without waiting another 
day. Sterling passed the ball 
to Gundogan, who spun away 
from Smalling and slammed 
it into the net at minute 30 for 
a 2-0 lead.

The second half was an-
other story. City looked sleepy 
and United super-motivated.

Minutes after the second 
half began, Pogba began his 
day of domination, taking a 
ball after a brilliant bit of Unit-

ed teamwork and slammed it 
home, making it 2-1 at minute 
53.

Ninety-seven seconds 
later, Pogba struck again. At 
minute 55 the score stood at 
2-2, and City fans wondered if 
this could really be happening.

The comeback became 
a reality at minute 69 when 
Smalling chipped the ball for 
the final 3-2 score. Manchester 
United had definitely rained 
on Manchester City's cham-
pionship parade. 

Mohali, April 8 (PTI): Opener KL 
Rahul blasted his way to a fast-
est ever half-century in Indian 
Premier League as a new look 
Kings XI Punjab started their 
campaign on a resounding note 
defeating Delhi Daredevils by six 
wickets, here today.

Ravichandran Ashwin mar-
shalled his resources admira-
bly restricting Daredevils to a 
mediocre 166 for 7 on a placid 
track. The KXIP captain himself 
bowled a few leg breaks during 
his disciplined effort of 1 for 23 
in 4 overs. The surprise package 
was Afghanistan off-spinner 
Mujeeb-r Rahman, who finished 
with 2 for 28 in 4 overs.

C o u r t e s y  R a h u l ,  w h o 
smashed six boundaries and 
four sixes in his 16-ball-51, the 
match as a contest was over 
within the Powerplay as KXIP 
raced away to 73 for 2 in six 
overs. Karun Nair, who has had 
a mixed season, then helped 
himself to a 33-ball-50 as the 
home team reached the target 

in 18.5 overs.
Only Yuvraj Singh's 12 off 22 

balls stuck out like a sore thumb 
as he once again looked a pale 
shadow of his old self. The star of 
the match certainly was Rahul, 
who started with a top-edged 
six and a couple of boundaries 
off Trent Boult.

He also smacked Moham-
med Shami over fine-leg for a 
six in the next over. By the time 
Amit Mishra was introduced in 
the third over, he was in a mur-
derous mood. He hit Mishra for 
three fours and two sixes as the 
24 runs in that over brought up 
the fastest ever 50 in 11 editions 
of IPL.

Rahul was out trying to play 
a lap shot but the pressure was 
off Kings XI's back by then as 
Nair also made merry hitting 
five fours and two sixes. The 
sixes -- one was hit over long-off 
and other was a slog sweep over 
fine leg.

"For years, I have been 
branded a Test cricketer. It's 

good for me to be up there, creating 
history and breaking records. Hope 
to continue this way," Rahul said 
after being adjudged 'Player of the 
Match'. Gambhir's decision to play 
Mishra can certainly be questioned 
as the bowler didn't look fully fit 
and has played very little domestic 
cricket this season. During training 
sessions, he was very rusty as the 46 
runs in 4 overs would indicate.

Other leg-spinner Rahul Tewa-
tia (1/24 in 4 overs) mainly bowled 
wicket to wicket and got lucky dis-
missing Yuvraj with a half-tracker. 
"We got a decent total, but the first 
six overs took the game away from 
us. Credit to the bowlers to take it 
till the 19th over, I thought that was a 
tremendous effort. Once the ball got 
old, it was hard to clear the fence. 
166 was a competitive total," DD 
skipper Gambhir said.

Earlier, Gambhir's 42-ball 55 
helped Delhi Daredevils post a de-
cent total of 166. Gambhir's knock 
was studded with five boundaries 
and a six and he fell run out in he 
15th over dealing a blow to Delhi's 
hopes of achieving a big total.

Delhi were restricted by a fine 
bowling display by Punjab, with 
17-year-old spinner Rahman mak-
ing his IPL debut. Since the young-
ster was bowling finger spinners, 
it allowed Ashwin to bowl some 
leg-breaks, which he has been try-
ing in order to remain in contention 
alongside Yuzevndra Chahal and 
Kuldeep Yadav for a place in the 
Indian limited overs side.

Asked to bat first, Delhi got off 
to a cautious start after losing their 
opener Colin Munro (4) in the third 
over, as he missed a switch hit and 
Rahman trapped him leg before. 
Despite losing his opening partner 
Munro, Gambhir batted well and 
repatedly hit left-arm spinner Axar 
Patel inside out.

However, as and when Gamb-
hir tried to up the ante, he kept 
losing partners at the other end, 
with Shreyas Iyer (11) being caught 
behind of Axar. Vijay Shankar (13) 
too failed to impress giving medium 
pacer Mohit Sharma the first of his 
two wickets.

At 77 for 3 in the 10th over, 
Rishabh Pant (28) raised hopes for 
DD and looked to bat with ease 
along side Gambhir. However, he 
too departed in the 11th over of the 
innings having scored a quickfire 
13-ball 28. 


