
Royal Challengers Bangalore skipper Virat Kohli during a practice session ahead of their first 
match against Kolkata Knight Riders in IPL 2018 at Eden Gardens in Kolkata on Saturday.
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Party members welcoming Neiphiu Rio to a thanksgiving programme at Niathu Resort on Saturday. 

Union Minister of State for Home Affairs Kiren Rijiju addressing a press 
conference  in Guwahati on Saturday.
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Let us put our minds 
together and see what 

life we can make for 
our children. 

~ Sitting Bull

RNI NO. NAGENG/2002/07906VOL. XVII  NO. 94  | PAGES 12  ` 4/-      DIMAPUR, SUNDAY, APRIL 8, 2018

EM Images

EastErn Mirror

 

Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 27° 17°
Agartala 32° 22°
Gangtok 22° 11°
Guwahati 31° 20°
Imphal 26° 16°

Itanagar 28° 17°
Shillong 19° 14°
Delhi 36° 24°
Kolkata 34° 25°
Chennai 34° 27°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 22.7° 11.6°
DIMAPUR 33° 19.5°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 72%
DIMAPUR NIL 93%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Our promise of ‘change’ is here – Rio

Media organisations question 
press council's reconstitution

Facebook to make 'unsend' feature available Man dies after being hit 
by Meghalaya minister 
son's Mercedes

Territorial integrity of NE states will not be compromised –Rijiju

    

EntErtainmEnt SportS

Salman gets bail, can’t leave country 
without court permission | P10

Paes creates history as India 
win doubles match |  P11

According to Rio, funds 
meant for the VDBs and village 
councils will be ‘distributed 
directly’ to the beneficiaries 
on the day. "We have special 
programmes for the farmers 
to uplift their economy and 
we are committed to village 
development and this fund 
should be utilised judiciously 
for village development". 

Recalling the difficulty 
faced by the NDPP prior to 
the elections, Rio reminded 
the NDPP members that the 
BJP had been ‘kind enough 
to believe in the NDPP and its 
visions’. 

"All the NDPP candidates 

were promising but we could 
win only 18 seats which did not 
reach our expectation while 
the BJP won 12 seats which 
was above expectation, and 
they did extremely well. We 
complement each other and 
both the parties should share 
the credit and we are grateful 
to the BJP,” Rio said. 

He shared that party in-
tends to send its leaders to all 
parts of the state and ‘make a 
case study’ for every constitu-
ency. Conversely this would 
offer an opportunity for the 
party leaders to ‘analyse’ their 
respective performances as 
representatives of the people. 

“Our slogan was ‘change 
is coming’ (pre-elections) and 
now it has become ‘change is 
here’. We, together, will bring 
the change and this is our 
promise to the people,” Rio 
said. He shared that the Peo-
ple's Democratic Alliance 
(PDA) common minimum 
programme will be released 
within a few days.   

The president of NDPP, 
Chingwang Konyak said that 
the party’s door was “open for 
all other party workers who 
have wandered to other party 
for personal reasons”. He en-
couraged the party members 
to deliver on the promises of 

its manifesto.   
Secretary General of NDPP, 

Abu Mehta lauded Chinwang 
Konyak for “having the energy” 
and for providing the motiva-
tion for the members of the 
party.  While also acknowl-
edging the tireless efforts of 
the party members, Metha 
reminded the gathering about 
the many challenges the party 
had faced in the past months. 
“We have faced many chal-
lenges and hurdles, but with 
the efforts of everyone, we 
have been motivated to over-
come them,” he said. 

Also, Metha thanked the 
chief minister ‘for carrying the 

nation

DMK leader Stalin kickstarts mega 
rally over Cauvery issue | P8

burden of not just the party but 
also the candidates and the al-
liance as a whole’. 

“He powered the cam-
paign. Neiphiu Rio was the 
engine behind the campaign 
and for that we give our deep 
appreciation,” he said while 
stating that it was only on Janu-
ary 17 that Rio had joined the 
party.

“We congratulate you and 
wish you a successful tenure, 
every member of the party, 
men and women, with their 
prayers and blessings are with 
you. Be brave, we are behind 
you as we collectively work 
for our common endeavour of 
serving the Naga people,” he 
shared. 

While speaking about the 
seat sharing arrangement be-
tween the NDPP and BJP, Me-
hta asserted that the alliance 
enjoys the mandate of the 
people. In conclusion, he reaf-
firmed that the party reflects 
the “aspiration and ambition” 
of the people.

Alemtemshi Jamir, former 
chief secretary of Nagaland 
and also a candidate in the 
2018 assembly elections of 
Nagaland, shared about the 
goal of the party. 

“The NDPP party has come 
to power to fulfil the destiny of 
the people and the party has 
the basic principles outlined,” 
he said adding that the party 
aims to bring transparency ac-
countability and a responsive 
government for the people.  

Comparing the birth of a 
child after 9 months, he point-
ed out that the NDPP also 

was conceived after 9 months 
but the difference being that 
the party was already a “full 
fledged adult”. 

“It is a miracle that we have 
come to power in such a short 
period of time,” he said. “A 
lot of responsibilities will be 
shouldered by the party. It is 
not a bed of roses we will be 
facing, we will be facing a lot 
of problems, a lot of opposi-
tions...we should also realise 
we have a strong opposition, 
and we must build Nagaland 
from almost of a scratch it is 
in today.”

While congratulating the 
winners of the assembly elec-
tions 2018, Jamir also encour-
aged the unsuccessful candi-
dates – including his own self 
– by saying that they also have 
a role to play in the running of 
the government. “We will pick 
up the threads of governance 
which has been lost,” he as-
sured.

He also made an appeal 
and suggestion to the NDPP 
party for the next election 
applicants. “I would like to 
suggest that the party decide 
that the applicant for the next 
election be at least an active 
member of the party for a 
year and two as a primary 
member when the election 
tickets are given out,” he ap-
pealed citing that the “the 
previous party has made a 
hotch-potch, a mockery of 
democracy” without having 
any meaning and ideologies. 
“Let us restructure and de-
liver to the people base on our 
beliefs,” he challenged. 

New Delhi, April 7 (IANS): Express-
ing "grave" concern over flouting 
of procedure while reconstituting 
the 13th Press Council of India 
(PCI), various media associations 
on Saturday jointly demanded the 
government to intervene to restore 
the credibility of the organisation.

Accusing the PCI Chairman 
of overlooking precedents and 
adopting a process to keep out 
certain media associations and 
candidates, they demanded that 
the proposed meeting of the "trun-
cated Press Council" be deferred 
till the full council is reconstituted.

"PCI Chairman had called a 
meeting of the reconstituted coun-
cil with only eight members -- five 
MPs and three official nominees 
-- out of 28 members, leaving out 
the rest of the representatives of the 
print media organisations as their 
names are yet to be notified and 
the Press Council reconstitution is 
still under way," a joint statement 
by as many as eight media organi-
sations said.

The print media organisations 
held a joint meeting on Saturday to 

discuss situation arising out of PCI 
Chairman's actions in reconstitut-
ing the 13th Press Council.

They said that PCI Chairman's 
overlooking of precedents and 
flouting procedure had "cast seri-
ous doubts over the autonomy and 
neutrality of the council, which is 
mandated to preserve and protect 
the freedom of the press". 

"The meeting demanded the 
government should intervene to 
restore the credibility and sanctity 
of the Press Council of India. This 
will go a long way in demonstrating 
the will of the government to pro-
tect and preserve the freedom of 
the press, vital to any democracy," 
the joint statement said.

The organisations present in 
the meeting included All India 
Newspaper Editors Conference, 
Indian Journalists Union, Indian 
Newspaper Society, Working News 
Cameramen Association, Hindi 
Samachar Patr Sammelan, Na-
tional Union of Journalists (In-
dia), All India Small and Medium 
Newspapers Federation and Press 
Association.

Guwahati, April 7 (PTI): 
Union minister Kiren Rijiju 
today said the territorial in-
tegrity of the north-eastern 
states would not be com-
promised and the conten-
tious demand of the NSCN 
(IM) for unification of all 
the Naga-inhabited areas 
would not be included in 
the final Naga Framework 
Agreement.

He also said the Centre 
would come out with the 
final version of the Naga 
Framework Agreement, 
signed between it and the 
NSCN (IM) in August 2015, 
to solve the Naga imbro-
glio within the tenure of 
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment.

Rijiju said some "outside 
agencies" and "elements" 
were trying to foment trou-
ble in the north-east, adding 
that the government was 
tracking them.

The Union minister of 
state for home told a press 
conference here that the 
NSCN (IM)'s demand for 

Shillong, April 7 (IANS): A 
constable of the Meghalaya 
armed police was killed and a 
jail officials injured in an acci-
dent involving a Mercedes car 
driven by Meghalaya Health 
and Family Welfare Minister 
Alexander Hek's son early on 
Saturday, police said.

A police officer said that the 
head-on collision between the 
Mercedes and a two-wheeler 
driven by jail official Prob-
in D. Sangma and constable 
Probat.R. Marak occurred at 
Fourth Furlong Tri-junction 
here.

The brand new, dark blue 
private Mercedes bearing a 
temporary number was driv-
en by Hek's son Aibansharai 
Nongsiej, he said.

"The pillion rider (Marak) 
was declared dead by doctors 
at Shillong Civil hospital, while 
Sangma is in critical condition 

at North East Indira Gandhi 
Regional Institute of Health 
and Medical Sciences," Davies 
Marak, the district police chief 
of East Khasi Hills, told IANS.

Nongsiej has also been 
medically examined by the 
doctors at Civil hospital, the 
police said.

"We have started inves-
tigations. The Motor Vehicle 
Inspector will examine the 
Mercedes and the pulsar (bike) 
if they had any mechanical 
defects," Davies said.

Police are yet to record the 
statement of Sangma who is in 
critical condition.

Hek said that he is open 
for a free and fair investigation 
into the accident.

"It is a very unfortunate 
incident. Police are conducting 
the investigation and the law 
will take its own course," Hek 
told IANS.  

now planning to make its 
"Unsend" feature available 
to its over two billion users 
in coming months.

According to a report 
in technology website 
Tech Crunch on Saturday, 
unless the "Unsend" fea-
ture is released for every-
one, Facebook will not un-
send or retract any more 
of Zuckerberg's messages.

"We have discussed 
this feature several times. 
And people using our se-
cret message feature in 
the encrypted version of 
Messenger have the ability 
to set a timer -- and have 
their messages automati-
cally deleted," a Facebook 
spokesperson was quoted 
as saying in the report. 

"We will now be mak-
ing a broader delete mes-
sage feature available. 
This may take some time. 
And until this feature is 
ready, we will no longer be 
deleting any executives' 
messages. We should have 
done this sooner -- and 

we're sorry that we did 
not," the spokesperson 
added.

According to an ear-
lier Tech Crunch report 
on Friday, "Three sources 
confirm that old Facebook 
messages they received 
from Zuckerberg have 
disappeared from their 
Facebook inboxes, while 
their own replies to him 
conspicuously remain." 

"Facebook never pub-
licly disclosed the removal 
of messages from users' 
inboxes, nor privately 
informed the recipients. 
That raises the question of 
whether this was a breach 
of user-trust," the report 
added.

According to Face-
book, "After Sony Pic-
tures' emails were hacked 
in 2014 we made a number 
of changes to protect our 
executives' communica-
tions. These included lim-
iting the retention period 
for Mark's messages in 
Messenger. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, April 7: An early 
solution to the Indo-Naga po-
litical issue occupies the spot 
of the Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party’s (NDPP) 
priority list, according to Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio.

While addressing an NDPP 
thanksgiving programme at 
Niathu Resort in Dimapur on 
Saturday, Rio expressed hope 
of ‘resolving this issue during 
our time’.

“There is a hope for the 
Indo-Naga political issue 
because the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi had signed the 
framework agreement which 
gives us hope that there is solu-
tion; and we promise we will be 
playing active role to facilitate 
and bring early solution,” Rio 
shared. 

The chief minister told the 
party members to monitor de-
velopmental activities in their 
respective areas, particularly 
on road sector even as the Na-
galand government has sanc-
tioned INR. 50 cr. for repair 
works. Rio suggested that the 
party workers could write to 
him or any of the party leaders 
in the event of the members 
coming across any problem.

The chief minister an-
nounced that the government 
will be distributing ‘three years 
balance to the farmers’ includ-
ing the Village Development 
Board (VDB) grant and the 
Matching Cash grant. Also, the 
state government will be call-
ing an all-Nagaland conference 
of VDBs and village councils on 
April 24 in Kohima. 

unification of all the Naga-
inhabited areas, including 
parts of Assam and other 
neighbouring states, would 
not be included in the final 
agreement.

He said the sovereignty 
and "other serious issues" 
had been dropped from 
the NSCN (IM)'s charter 

of demands and the Naga 
Framework Agreement was 
signed under the ambit of 
the Constitution.

Referring to the "outside 
agencies" and "elements" 
who were trying to foment 
trouble in the north-eastern 
region, the BJP leader said, 
"We know about the groups 

and we are tracking them. 
Anyone found indulging in 
anti-national activities will 
be firmly dealt with.

"We have an intelligence 
mechanism, which is much 
robust now." 

On the final version of 
the Naga Framework Agree-
ment, he said, "We (Centre) 
are progressing with ab-
solute clarity. The unique 
history of the Nagas will 
be recognised and we will 
come out with a clear, tan-
gible solution.

"Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has said we will 
give a result during the ten-
ure of this government." 

Regarding Meghalaya 
Chief  Minister  Conrad 
Sangma's proposal to the 
Centre for giving work per-
mits to Bangladeshi nation-
als in order to tackle the 
infiltration problem, Rijiju 
said the government would 
not take a decision that was 
detrimental to the interest 
of the region or the country.

"The proposal has cer-

tain positive points. We are 
looking into it. But whatever 
decision is taken, it will not 
have any adverse impact 
and will not aggravate the 
existing problem of illegal 
migration," he added.

Referring to the de-
mands of the pro-talks fac-
tion of the ULFA, Rijiju said 
they were "genuine", adding 
that the government would 
soon sign a final agreement 
with it.

"The demands of the 
Arabinda Rajkhowa-led fac-
tion of ULFA are genuine 
and the central government 
has agreed to them in prin-
ciple. We are giving a final 
shape to the settlement.

"It will not take much 
time before the final agree-
ment is signed," the Union 
minister said.

Regarding the develop-
ment of north-east, Rijiju 
said the Centre was work-
ing at "double speed" to 
transform the region into 
an econmic hub within a 
decade.

San Francisco, April 7 
(IANS): Battered by media 
reports that it "secretly" 
deleted CEO Mark Zucker-
berg's posts from his recip-
ients' inboxes, Facebook is 
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State marks health day with 
clarion for healthy living

Don Bosco sees off 60 newly trained youths 

Dimapur buckles up for disasters

Mokokchung  board meets for April Nagaland students learn concepts of astronomy

Gov. condoles with Zhasa’s demise

Mokokchung hosts 
child rights  discourse

Health personnel and students pose for the lens during the World Health Day event.

The new chairman of the DPDB Imnatiba speaking during the DPDB meeting in Mokokchung.

Sushil Kumar Patel in meeting with officers during the first quarterly meeting in Dimapur on April 7.

Peren Medical Board to meet
The Chief Medical Officer (CMO) of Peren on Saturday 
has informed departments in the district that the District 
Medical Board has scheduled to meet on April 24 at 10:00 
am in the office chamber of the CMO. Departments who 
have candidates for confirmation of service,  and invalidation 
and commutation of pension, and such for grade-III and IV 
employees are asked to submit the list of names by April 23 
to the CMO.

Nagaland BJP to honour party’s 
legislators, chairmen
The Nagaland unit of the Bharatiya Janata Party has informed 
that it will be giving recognition to the party’s legislators and 
chairmen on April 10 at Hotel Japfu in Kohima at 2 pm. The 
party informed about a meeting, understood to be in relation 
to said event. The party’s legislators, leaders, and workers, and 
in Kohima and Dimapur are informed to attend the meeting.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, April 7 (EMN): 
The governor of Naga-
land PB Acharya has 
called upon the people 
of the state to seek goals 
that ensure best health 
and to inspire others to 
live a healthy life as well.

In his message mark-
ing World Health Day, the 
governor described the 
day as a global health day 
that is observed on April 
7 every year. The updates 
stated that the theme of 
the World Health Day for 
this year was ‘universal 
health coverage.’ 

Acharya appealed to 
the department of Health 
and Family Welfare, be-
sides private healthcare 
centres to give the best 
of their service for the 

health of the society.
Seikhazou PHC: The 

Urban Primary Health 
Centre (PHC) at Seik-
hazou observed World 
Health Day on April 7 
in Kohima. The event 
was observed based on 
the theme “Healthy atti-
tude, healthy habits, and 
healthy lifestyle.” 

To  c o m m e m o ra t e 
the day, an open poster 
competition was organ-
ized for the students of 
two schools. A student 
Neizokhonuo bagged 
the first prize while The-
guoneizo Rutsa won the 
first runner-up. Neike-
touzo won the third prize. 
A press release received 
on Saturday informed. 

The event was at-

tended by community 
members, community 
workers, staff from urban 
sub-centres, UPHC, and 
students from Dr. Neil-
houzhü Kire Memorial 
Govt. Higher Secondary 
School and Govt. Middle 
School, Seikhazou.  

Gukhanyu vil lage: 
Along with the rest Na-
galand Health Project 
(NHP) and FPAI Naga-
land branch observed 
the World Health Day 
on April 7 at Gukhanyu 
village.

t h e  Wo r l d  He a l t h 
Day focused on “Uni-
versal health coverage: 
everyone, everywhere” 
- ensuring that everyone, 
everywhere can access 
essential quality health 

services without facing 
financial hardship, the 
press release from the 
organisers stated. 

Speaking on the sig-
nificance of the day, 
district facilitator NHP, 
Keduokhrietuo Sachu 
mentioned that the day is 
celebrated to remember 
the establishment of the 
World Health Organiza-
tion as well as draw the 
attention of people to-
wards the major health 
issues in the world. 

Counsellor of FPA 
Nagaland branch, Ville 
Rhetso, appraised the 
participants on the im-
portance and benefits 
of family planning for 
healthy family. Impor-
tance of menstrual hy-

Dimapur, April 7 (EMN): The 
Don Bosco Tech Aida Centre at 
Dimapur organised a gradua-
tion ceremony for newly trained 
unemployed youths, batch 24, 
on April 6. 

Rev. Fr. CT Varghese, rector 
of Don Bosco School campus 
attended the peogramme as the 
chief guest. Updates from the 
centre on Saturday informed.

Addressing the gathering, 

Fr. Varghese congratulated the 
trainees for completing the 
training successfully and en-
couraged them to work hard in 
their work place.

“You need to have PHD in 
life – Passion, Hunger and Dis-
cipline: Passion for your work, 
Hunger to help others and Dis-
cipline yourself and you will be 
happy and successful in life” 
he encouraged the graduating 

candidates.
Sharing his life testimony, 

Leknath Adhikari called on 
his colleagues to be honest 
and hardworking. He urged 
the trainees to carry along the 
values they have learned at the 
institute.

The outgoing trainees wel-
comed their parents and guests 
with a song and presented a 
thanksgiving song. Earlier in 

the day parents’ meeting was 
held during which placement 
related information was shared 
with the parents. 

24th batch of skill training 
programme for unemployed 
youth began on 22 January 2018 
with 64 trainees from 18 dif-
ferent tribes and communities 
from Assam, Nagaland, Ma-
nipur and Arunachal Pradesh. 
60 trainees successfully com-

pleted the training in Assistant 
beauty therapist and Food and 
Beverages Service steward do-
mains. All the 60 trainees have 
received offer letters from the 
companies, the press release 
informed.

Batch 25 of skill training 
programme for unemployed 
youth will begin on April 19. The 
centre plans to train 100 youth 
in this silver batch.

giene management and 
timely health check-up 
were imparted to the par-
ticipants.

Counselor  mobile 
ICTC, DAPCU Kohima, 
Aoyangla Imchen briefed 
on HIV/AIDS, mode of 
transmission and dis-
c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t 
PHLIV. After the session 
FPA India and DAPCU 
provided laboratory serv-
ices such as VCT: HIV, 
Hepatitis B and C includ-
ing blood grouping to the 
villagers. They also gave 
counselling on reproduc-
tive health and family 
planning services.

Assam Rif les:  The 
Zunheboto battalion of 
Assam Rifles (AR) organ-
ized a lecture and aware-
ness program on the oc-
casion of ‘World Health 
Day’ at Zunheboto on Sat. 
April 7. 

A press release from 
the AR establishment 
stated that the aim of 
the lecture was to spread 
awareness and educate 
the local youths of vari-
ous villages about the im-
portance of good health. 
The lecture also covered 
the aspects relating to 
prevention of HIV and 
AIDS and drugs abuse. 
The camp was organised 
by the medical team of 
the battalion. The press 
release informed that 95 
local youths attended the 
lecture. 

Dimapur, April 7 (EMN): 
The heavenly bodies 
and astronomical phe-
nomenon has always 
fascinated human from 
pre historical times. As-
tronomy has developed 
leaps and bound from 
simple observation of 
night sky from naked 
eye to sending probes to 
heavenly bodies. 

To expose the stu-
dents of Kohima Science 
College, Jotsoma (KSCJ) 
to the field of astrono-
my and astrophysics, 
two-day introductory 

workshop on astronomy 
and astrophysics was 
organized on April 5-6. 
A press release received 
on Saturday from col-
lege authority informed.

The par t icipants 
for the workshop were 
Physics faculties from 
various parts of Naga-
land and students of 
M.Sc. and B.Sc. 6th se-
mester of Physics and 
Mathematics. 

The workshop was 
c o o rd i n a t e d  by  Dr. 
Chetan Kachhara, as-
sistant professor, de-

partment of Physics, 
KSCJ.   

The resource per-
sons Prof. Ranjan Gupta, 
scientist H, IUCAA and 
Prof. HP Singh, from 
department of Physics 
and Astronomy, Delhi 
University, talked on tel-
escopes and techniques 
and physical param-
eters of stars through 
observations. 

Participants were 
introduced to the con-
cepts in general as-
tronomy - astronomical 
measurements, magni-

tude systems, distance 
modulus,  mass and 
luminosity, distance 
measurement of stars, 
H-R diagram, stellar 
evolution, solar system, 
star and galaxies, basic 
optics and telescope 
and some space obser-
vations.

Principal of the col-
lege, Dr. Lily Sema and 
Dr. R C Gupta, PVC, Na-
galand University at-
tended the inaugural 
session and delivered 
words of encourage-
ment to the participants.

Dimapur, April 7 (EMN): 
The governor of Naga-
land PB Acharya has ex-
pressed grief at the de-
mise of Neitsalie Zhasa, 
on April 5 in Guwahati 
after a prolonged illness.

Governor in a con-
dolence message noted 
that Zhasa served both 
Government of Nagaland 
and Arunachal Pradesh 
with dedication and ef-

ficiency. Acharya stated 
that Zhasa’s contribution, 
sacrifice and service to 
the people would be re-
membered by all.

Archarya has con-
veyed his heartfelt con-
dolences to all the mem-
bers of the bereaved 
family and prayed that 
the Almighty grant them 
strength and solace, the 
release added.

Dimapur, April 7 (EMN): A 
seminar about child rights 
was organised at the Imkong-
meren Sports Complex in 
Mokokchung. The programme 
was organised by the Fam-
ily Counselling Centre of care 
and support society of Mokok-
chung, a press release received 
here on Saturday informed.

The press release informed 
that the resource persons at 
the program were: Purnung-
sang (advocate), Dr.Arenla 
(child welfare committee), 
and AsulaImsong, protection 
officer (NIC). During the pro-
gramme the resource persons 
lectured on the topic Child 
Rights- their rights to survival, 
protection, rights to develop-
ment, rights to participation, 
child abuse, child labour, child 
trafficking, and protection of 
children from sexual abuse 
among others.

 According to the press re-
lease the resource persons 
discussed about the issues 
on child discrimination. They 
stated that child protection 
unit is made available in all the 
districts of Nagaland. The unit 
work to provide care and pro-
tection to children, it added. 

They request all the people 
and the students to join hands 
and make the districts a child 
friendly environment.

Dimapur, April 7 (EMN): 
The Mokokchung District 
Planning & Development 
Board (DPDB) conducted 
a meeting for the month 
of April 2018 at the ADC 
conference hall on Sat, 
April 7 in Mokokchung. 
The meeting was attend-
ed by minister for Pub-
lic Works Department, 
Tongpang Ozukum and 
the advisor to the depart-
ments of Law & Justice, 
Longrineken.

A report from the Dis-
trict Public Relations Of-
ficer (DPRO) stated that 
the new chairman of the 
DPDB, Imnatiba, said in 
his speech that he was 
excited toward giving his 
best service for the wel-

fare of the people. Im-
tinaba sought coopera-
tion from members of the 
DPDB and called upon 
the members to contrib-
ute their innovative ideas 
about issues pertaining 
to catering the needs of 
the people, the updates 
from the DPRO informed.

The report stated that 
Tongpang Ozukum and 
Longrineken shared their 
vision and dream to give 
an impetus to develop-
ment trend in the district. 
They said that a meeting 
of all the elected mem-
bers from Mokokchung 
district would soon con-
duct a meeting to dis-
cuss about the steps and 
measures to be taken for 

development.
The press release in-

formed that the meet-
ing took up discussion 
about the urgent need of 
a ring road for Mokokc-
hung town, and the op-
eration of all transport 
buses from the inter-state 
bus terminal at Khensa. 
The meeting decided to 
pursue it with the de-
partments in concern, it 
added.

A proposal for con-
struction of approach 
road to new dumping 
zone under MMC was 
approved and forwarded 
to the department in con-
cern to take up construc-
tion at the earliest, the 
updates stated.

Dimapur, April 7 (EMN): 
The District Disaster 
Management Authority 
(DDMA) of Dimapur con-
ducted its first quarterly 
meeting on April 7 in the 
deputy commissioner’s 
(DC) conference hall in 
Dimapur. A press release 
from the District Public 
Relations Officer (DPRO) 
of Dimapur informed on 
Saturday. The meeting 
was said to have been 
attended by all DDMA 
members including Po-
lice and Para-Military 
Force.

During the meeting, 
the DC of Dimapur, Su-
shil Kumar Patel, stated 
to have informed the 
departments for early 
submission of the filled-
in-format for India Dis-
aster Resource so that 
it can be updated in the 
system. He also advised 
the Public Works Depart-
ment, Power department, 
Kohima Municipal Coun-
cil, and other line depart-
ments for strengthening 
their disaster manage-
ment plans as pre mon-

soon preparedness.
Sushil asked the med-

ical department to take 
necessary preventive 
measures for control-
ling mosquito popula-
tion. Sushil also informed 
that Nagaland emergency 
preparedness exercise 
would be conducted on 
April 26 and requested 
all the departments to 
be prepared, issued the 
press release.

The press release stat-
ed that the additional 
deputy commissioner 
(ADC) of Dimapur, Sara 
Jamir, also spoke during 
the meeting. She remind-
ed all the departments to 
be prepared with the on-
set of monsoon season. 
She advised the Dimapur 
Municipal Council for 
cleaning up the gutters 
and also to ensure that 
sufficient provisions are 
kept for road around the 
colonies while giving 
construction permits, 
stating that in some colo-
nies it was difficult even 
for fire brigade to pass 
through during disasters.

Sara further request-
ed all the departments 
to update their disaster 
management plan and 
also to keep updating the 
available machineries. 
While pointing out the 
recent cases of disaster 
occurring in Dimapur 
due to short circuits, 
Sara advised the power 
department to create 
awareness for the public 
to have proper usage of 
power, the information 
added.

The district disaster 
management officer of 
Dimapur, Rendemo, in-
formed that trainers will 
train the village level vol-
unteers on ‘community 
first responder’ from next 
month in all the 6 Sub 
divisions under Dimapur 
district. He also stated to 
have informed that the 
district disaster manage-
ment plan will be pre-
pared to make reference. 
He further requested all 
the departments to take 
the matter into consid-
eration, the press release 
issued.
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Mhathung Yanthan in cultural attire during the thanksgiving 
programme.
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Sarbjit Singh, Neeraj Yadav, and other CRPF officers along with village leaders after inaugurating a toilet facility that was constructed as part of 
a Civic Action Programme of the CRPF at Sechü Zubza, near Kohima town, on April 7.
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Temjen Imna Along speaking at the inaugural function of the regional 
workshop at Hotel Vivor in Kohima on April 7.

EM Images

Neiba Kronu addressing officers and staff of the Planning department 
on April 6. 

Minister sees Nagaland’s hand in 
India’s rush for tech. supremacy  

Indian news portal’s accusation against church disgusts NBCC

CRPF puts in two for Zubza’s sanitation goals Horti. advisor assures to perform to transform economy

Kronu wants effective 
work from Planning dept. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 7 (EMN): 
The minister for Higher 
& Technical Education 
Temjen Imna Along has 
urged the workforce of his 
department to train peo-
ple ‘in the right way’ so 
that they ‘grow to become 
nation builders.’ The leg-
islator is not certain India 
would make the global 
rush to the top if educa-
tion leaders fail their tech-
nical students. 

The legislator ad-
dressed a host of officers 
of the department from 
the Northeast states dur-
ing the inaugural function 
of the 4th regional work-
shop on technical edu-
cation for directors and 
principals of north-east-
ern states, at Hotel Vivor 
in Kohima on Saturday.

Along, the guest 
of honour at the pro-
gramme, expressed ap-
prehension that India as 
a nation might not be able 
to compete with nations 
‘if we fail to train our tech-
nical students in the right 
way.’

“If we are not able 
to train our people in 
the field of polytechnics 
in the right way, then 
somewhere, we are going 
wrong,” he said. ‘It is time 

we build a future where 
our economic, cultural, 
and social strategies have 
to be put into place.’

The minister was con-
fident that the Northeast 
region would prove its 
mettle to the world by ex-
porting its talent, particu-
larly in the field of techni-
cal education. He said that 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s vision to make In-
dia a great nation was ‘not 
rhetoric.’

The legislator regarded 
the gathering as a group of 
leaders who had in their 
hands the future of stu-
dents. He urged them to 
walk the extra mile, be-
yond their position and 
‘chairs’ to instil new learn-
ing in the students so that 
they grow to become na-
tion builders.

“If we play our little 
parts in whatever way 
possible, one day for sure 
you will be able to give out 

Chief minister’s message  

The minister read out a speech of Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio during the event. 
In his message, Rio said technical education 

plays an important role in helping train the youth 
for employment in the field of technology. He ex-
pressed hope that the regional workshop would go 
a long way in helping polytechnics and technical 
institutions adapt to Best Practices in the field of 
technical education.

“The technical institutions and polytechnics in 
Nagaland and the north-eastern state which have 
been set up years ago need to reinvent themselves 
and introduce courses which are in tune with the 
requirements of the modern society,” he said. He 
emphasised on accreditation of polytechnics and 
technical institutions.

‘I am sure the deliberations will be useful and 
create a roadmap for achieving excellence for our 
polytechnic and technical institutions,” Rio added.

nation builders who can 
drive this nation with skill 
and determination,” he 
asserted.

“The state govt here is 
serious. Our Chief Min-
ister Neiphiu Rio has set 
the target, wherein (sic) 
we want to bring changes 
within hundred days. We 
have stepped into the 
future believing in the 
change,” he added.

Along also urged Mad-
hu Ranjan Kumar, joint 
secretary for Ministry of 
Human Resource Devel-
opment, to give special 

attention to the Northeast 
region.

“Deliver unto us, and 
we shall deliver unto you. 
The concerned dept. in all 
the NE states are willing 
to give our best and be a 
blessing to the whole na-
tion,” he said.

As for the workshop, 
he told the officers of the 
dept. to deliberate over 
how to make things ‘eas-
ier,’ besides deliberating 
about how ‘let the weaker 
section of the society avail 
opportunities to become 
skilled.’ 

Dimapur, April 7 (EMN): 
The minister for Planning 
and Coordination Neiba 
Kronu has urged offic-
ers and staff of the state 
planning machinery, the 
Planning and Coordina-
tion department, to seek 
to move forward with a vi-
sion to bring a higher level 
of development to the 
state of Nagaland. 

In his address dur-
ing a meeting at the Civil 
Secretariat in Kohima on 
April 6, the minister talked 
about creating an ‘appro-
priate system’ to guide 
new development models 
and plans to develop the 
state at all fronts ‘with a 
substantial and efficient 
delivery system.’ 

An almanac for the 
Planning department’s 
businesses was finalized 
and important agenda 
concerning developmen-
tal activities in the state 
including escalation of 
project costs, negotiated 
loans, lingering projects, 
process for clearing of 
files, and issues about 
sustainable development 
goals (SDG) were dis-
cussed during the meet-
ing. 

Referring to the com-
mitment of the present 
state’s government to 
bring a change in the sys-

Our correspondent
Wokha, April 7 (EMN): The 
advisor for the Horticulture 
department Mhathung 
Yanthan assured of his best 
to ‘perform’ in the objec-
tives of Nagaland toward 
becoming a strong econo-
my. Thanking Chief Minis-
ter Neiphiu Rio for allotting 
him the horticulture port-
folio, the legislator assured 
the people his best. 

Speaking at a thanksgiv-
ing programme he hosted 
at his native village, Lakhuti, 
on April 7, the elected rep-

resentative for 39th Sanis 
assembly constituency 
thanked the Almighty God 
for his blessing and to his 
supporters for electing him 
to represent them. 

The advisor has assured 
the people development 
to strengthen the constitu-
ency.

Yanthan has called upon 
the people of the constitu-
ency to step forward ‘with-
out differences.’ He remind-
ed them that he was elected 
to serve the community, not 
only his supporters.

Dimapur, April 7 (EMN): The Na-
galand Baptist Church Council 
(NBCC) has responded to the al-
legations in an article—‘NIA’s Naga 
terror-funding probe reveals insidi-
ous role of top bureaucrats, politi-
cians and church elders—by Swara-
jya, an online news group.

A press note from the NBCC 
on Saturday stated that the author, 
Jaideep Mazumdar, associate edi-
tor, had ‘stooped so low to drag the 
sanctity of the church in Nagaland 
in general and the NBCC in particu-
lar.’ 

The council stated that even the 
language he used was ‘degrading 
and provocative which is very un-
becoming of a senior journalist as a 
correspondent.’

“He has taken advantage of our 
silence in the past where he ac-
cused the church of being responsi-
ble for the ULB (urban local body) 
imbroglio,” it stated. 

This time around, the NBCC 
said, he had ‘cited unnamed per-
sonality to accuse the church of 
collecting taxes for Naga national 
political groups (NNPGs) and col-
laborating with a certain group.’ 

The council stated that ‘making 
the church a soft target at every turn 
of his write up is very unfortunate 
and uncalled for.’ 

Stating that the author’s creden-
tials stakes claims to him to be an 
‘expert’ in NEI politics, the NBCC 
said his statements against the 

church and his analysis of the cur-
rent political scenario actually re-
vealed his lack of knowledge about 
the political and social fabric of the 
Naga people. 

The NBCC stated that even the 
tone and language used by the per-
son was not only degrading and 
derogatory, the tone of construc-
tion itself showed that ‘he stood on 
a certain religio-politico platform to 
denigrate and malign the church.’ 

The council pointed out that the 
church had time and again stood 
in the gap during conflicts and had 
played mediator, raised its voice 
against corruption, and extortion 
among others to advocate good 
governance. ‘To drag the church 
to that level of accusation in the 
“widespread extortion racket” as 
claimed by him is nothing but to 
portray the role of the church in bad 
light with ill motive.’ If such has ever 
happened it should be substantiat-
ed, the church stated. 

Further, the NBCC termed base-
less and an outright insult to the 
sanctity of the church the allegation 
that the church collects money on 
behalf of terror outfits, besides ben-
efiting from the extortion by retain-
ing a part of it for activities includ-
ing evangelization.

The church of Christ cannot just 
be insulted and be dragged conven-
iently by people who do not know 
that the church is a sacred institu-
tion, the council stated.

Maintaining that the Naga peo-
ple have lived under the threat of 
guns and power for a long time ‘but 
we have withstood the test,’ the 
NBCC remarked that ‘the write up 
seem to have taken another path to 
pull us down and divide us further.’

“This time NIA implicating 
the ‘church elders’ and a journal-
ist coming out to attack Nagaland 
Baptist with unfounded accusation 
is unwarranted,” the press state-
ment said.

“Our spirit and determination 
to move forward should not be 
dampened by outside force who is 
now trying to even pull down the 
sacred institution of the Christians,” 
the NBCC asserted. 

To accuse the church and the 
NBCC of launching a campaign for 
a certain political party against oth-
ers is a blatant lie, the council said.

The council also had more 
words for the ‘expert’: The writer 
should have been prudent enough 
to interact and verify.

‘The forgiving spirit of the 
church should not be taken as its 
weakness. The church in Nagaland 
should not be made a soft target of 
unfounded accusation to gain po-
litical mileage or instil animosity 
among the people. True journalism 
should come out of subjective pres-
entation. It should enlighten and 
not malign individual or institution 
for personal gain,’ the press state-
ment added.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 7 (EMN): 
As part of its civic action 
programme, the 78th 
battalion of the Central 
Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) constructed two 
toilets with modern fa-
cilities at two localities 
in Sechü Zubza, the sub-
divisional headquarters 
of the western Angami 
region.

The facility was inau-
gurated by Sarbjit Singh, 
DIGP. 

The toilets have bath-
room facilities and a 
water storage tank facil-
ity. One of the toilets is 
located at Liezha-A col-
ony, near the State Bank 

of India complex while 
the other is located at 
Chazoukhu in Kherüthi-
A colony.

In his address, the 
DIGP expressed happi-
ness that the CRPF at 
Sechü Zubza was doing 
‘very well’ in catering to 
the needs of the area’s vil-
lagers.

Stating that the bat-
talion had constructed 
water storage tanks for 
some interior villages 
during the previous year 
as well, he lauded the 
unit. He has urged them 
to contribute to the wel-
fare of the villagers even 
more.

Also, the comman-

dant of the 78th battal-
ion of the CRPF Neeraj 
Yadav has assured more 
such programmes in the 
future with the objective 
to addressing the griev-
ances of villagers and to 
provide them with basic 
amenities.

Saying that the CRPF 
will try to get more funds 
to meet some of the 
needs of the villagers, Ya-
dav requested the DIGP 
of CRPF to release more 
funds to undertake more 
activities.

The commandant 
also expressed gratitude 
to the village’s leaders 
and the public of Sechü 
Zubza besides neigh-

bouring villages for co-
operating with the CRPF.

Yadav regretted that 
more could have been 
done if not for the pau-
city of time and budget. 
Nonetheless, he ex-
pressed hope that more 
programmes would be 
organised for villages.

Speaking on behalf of 
the village, the president 
of the Sechü Zubza Youth 
Organisation, Vikaetouzo 
Meyase,  thanked the 
CRPF for extending help 
through the force’s Civic 
Action Programme.

“This initiative is a 
step towards keeping the 
village neat and clean,” 
Meyase said. 

tem, Kronu remarked that 
‘basic necessary change’ 
in the system requires im-
plementation immediate-
ly. The reason is, he said, 
the new government has 
set a target of 100 days, 
200 days, and one year for 
achievable goals. 

Further, the minister 
assured that the govern-
ment will be strictly moni-
toring the performances 
of all the departments and 
identify both performing 
and non-performing de-
partments. 

In his closing remarks, 
Kronu pointed out the im-

portance of the Planning 
department with regard to 
development. He encour-
aged the officers and staff 
to be efficient and effec-
tive in delivering services 
so that the department 
becomes one of the best 
performing departments 
in the government.    

Commissioner- Sec-
retary M Patton presided 
over the meeting. Nosazol 
Charles, additional devel-
opment commissioner, 
gave an account of the ac-
tivities of the department, 
and initiated discussions 
on various agenda. 
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Imphal, April 7 (PTI): Manipur 
Chief Minister N Biren Singh 
has said that the case of missing 
arms of the 2nd Manipur Rifles 
Armoury will be thoroughly inves-
tigated and those involved in the 
case will be dealt with as per law.

The Manipur government 
had earlier suspended four high-
ranking police officials, including 
an IPS officer, in connection with 

the case of missing weapons from 
2nd Manipur Rifles armoury.

The government will leave no 
stone unturned to find out the 
truth in the arms missing case, the 
chief minister said at a function 
here yesterday.

It was found that a 9 mm pis-
tol recovered by Assam Rifles on 
March 2 last year was one of the 
56 that went missing from the 

armoury of 2nd Manipur Rifles, 
he said.

Such incidents cropped up as 
a result of rampant corruption by 
the previous government during 
the recruitment processes, he 
claimed and added the recovery 
was made before the state assem-
bly election and the arrested per-
sons were handed over to the state 
police along with the seized arms.

Altogether 56 pistols along 
with 58 magazines were found 
missing when the commandant 
of 2nd Manipur Rifles conducted 
a routine examination of the ar-
moury. 

The missing arms belonged 
to a batch of 570 pistols that were 
received by the state police head-
quarters in 2014 for supply to 2nd 
Manipur Rifles, officials said.

Aizawl, April 7 (PTI): The 
agitating students of the 
National Institute of Tech-
nology, Mizoram, called 
off their indefinite stir 
against poor quality of 
hostel food which they 
alleged had caused the 
death of a student, police 
said today.

The students, who 
launched agitation on 
April 2, called off their stir 
yesterday after the police 
started enquiry into the 
death of the student, they 
said.

A first year student 
Sevsharan Kumar, hailing 
from Bihar, was taken ill in 
the NIT hostel at Tanhril 
near Aizawl on March 26 
and died in a Guwahati 
hospital on March 31, they 
said.

The NIT students al-
leged that Kumar died af-
ter consuming rotten food 
served in hostel mess.

The police took up the 
case and launched inves-
tigation into the cause of 
the death of Kumar and 

also whether the hostel 
warden provided poor 
quality food to the board-
ers, they said.

Earlier yesterday, at 
the instructions of Bihar 
Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar, the Principal Secre-
tary (Home) Amir Subhani 
had called up the Home 
Department of Mizoram, 
about the stir by students 
of NIT Mizoram.

The Mizoram govern-
ment officials had assured 
Subhani that the govern-
ment of the north-eastern 
state was “committed to 
security and welfare of all 
students of NIT, Mizoram”, 
an official release said in 
Patna.

Subhani  had also 
called up the Union HRD 
Ministry and learnt that 
the department had sent a 
senior official to the north-
eastern state for resolving 
the issue, the release said 
adding “the Home depart-
ment of Bihar is keeping 
a constant watch on the 
situation”.

Dimapur, April 7 (EMN): To promote 
sports persons among the children 
and youths, the 15th Assam Rifles 
of 9 Sector Assam Rifles under the 
aegis of HQ IGAR (south) distributed 
sports items to students of Para-
mount Standard English School at 
Leikoiching of Kangpokpi district in 
Manipur. 

A press release issued by the In-
spector General Assam Rifles (south) 
on April 6 mentioned that three foot-
balls, three volleyballs, eleven play-
ing jerseys and one Carrom Board 
were distributed to the school to 
promote the culture of sports among 
the local students. 

Distributes computers: The IGAR 
(south) is also said to have distrib-
uted computer equipments and 

furniture items including desktop 
computer, computer table, compu-
ter chair, modular seating arrange-
ment, photocopier machine and 
steel cupboard to Eshingthembi 
Development Committee (EDC) 
of Khundrakpam in Imphal East 
District on April 6 as part of the As-
sam Rifles civic action programme. 
K Khetem Meitei, General Secretary 
of EDC and members of the youth 
development committee is said to 
have attended the programme. 

Also the 15th Assam Rifles of 
9 Sector Assam Rifles distributed 
computer sets along with accesso-
ries, furniture, TV along with utility 
items and steel cupboard to Reilance 
Academy Luwangsangbam in Im-
phal East District as part of Assam 
Rifles Civic Action Programme. 

The items were handed over to 
Principal of Reliance Academy, Lu-
wangsangbam. 

Conducts lecture on health and 
hygiene: The 11th Assam Rifles of 
26 Sector Assam Rifles under the 
aegis of HQ IGAR (south) conducted 
a lecture on health and hygiene at 
Thangbung Minou in Manipur on 
April 7. 

The release mentioned that the 
villagers were briefed on relevant 
aspects like personal hygiene, im-
portance of sanitation, causes of dif-
ferent lifestyle diseases and remedial 
measures to be adopted in order to 
maintain good health by the repre-
sentatives of Assam Rifles. 

The event was a huge success 
with participation of 47 villagers. 

Guwahati, Apr 7 (PTI) Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal today said Assam 
has the unique geographical advantage 
making it an ideal destination for operat-
ing business in the entire South East Asian 
region.

Delivering the keynote address at the 
inauguration of ‘NSE Investor Fair 2018’ 
organised by the bourse, Sonowal said 
the state government is firmly behind 
entrepreneurs.

“We are committed to encourage 
entrepreneurs venturing into the huge 
market of ASEAN countries and bringing 
economic transformation in this part of 
the country,” Sonowal said.

The NSE Investor Fair would also give 
exposure to the small and medium enter-
prises (SMEs) in the state to gain insight 
about the capital market and provide 
them a roadmap to take confident steps 
towards growth, he added.

Highlighting the state government’s 
efforts to provide momentum to the 
economic activities in different sectors, 
Sonowal said that formulating policies 
such as The Assam Start Up Policy 2017, 
Information Technology and Electronic 

Policy 2017, Handloom Policy 2017-18, 
Sugar Policy 2018, Biotechnology Policy 
2018, Tourism Policy 2017, Solar Policy 
2018 etc would help in transforming As-
sam into a competitive destination for 
investments.

The state government is striving 
towards creating a pool of skilled man-
power which would open up avenues 
of employment and contribute substan-
tially to the country’s skilled workforce, 
Sonowal added.

He also highlighted the major infra-
structural transformation initiatives un-
dertaken by the state government in the 
form of expanding Guwahati into State 
Capital Region, building an industrial 
corridor up to Tihu, construction of twin 
tower World Trade Centre buildings of 65 
floors etc which would catapult Assam 
into one of the top states of the country 
in the coming years.

MD and CEO of National Stock Ex-
change Vikram Limaye outlined the ob-
jectives of the Investor Fair to encourage 
the SMEs of the region to venture out and 
get listed on the bourse for funding from 
equity market to expand their business. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 7 (EMN): 
Manipur’s Consumers 
affairs and food & Pub-
lic Distribution Revenue 
Minister Karam Shyam 
Minister  highlighted 
the importance of the 
enforcement of the Ma-
nipur Conservation of 
Paddy-land and Wetland 
Act 2014 after witness-
ing various construction 
works and establishments 
in the field and paddy-
land areas.

“We need land to grow 
crops, to feed ourselves,” 
Minister Shyam said this 
while addressing the inau-
gural function of a public 
toilet at Laiching Meipou 
village, Pallel in Manipur 
on April 7 Saturday. The 
public should understand 
the situation and support 
the government to avoid 
conflicts and destruction 
of public property in fu-
ture, he said.

T h e  m i n i s t e r  a p -
pealed the public to re-
spect and follow the laws 
while leaving behind per-
sonal gains for the food 
sustainability of the fu-
ture generations.

An image of utmost 
sincerity can be seen from 
the villagers of Laiching 
Meipou village who have 
constructed a three-room 
public toilet sanitation 
centre with proper fa-
cilities of ground levelling 
and water supply out of 
INR 3 lakh they received 
last Christmas, he ap-
plauded.

T h e  n e w  B J P  l e d 
government has been 
trying its level best to 
maintain peace and soli-
darity amongst the dif-

ferent communities and 
ethnic groups of Manipur 
and minimise the hill-val-
ley divide and communal 
conflicts, he said.

Karam Shyam assured 
that as  Revenue Minis-
ter, he would talk with 
his council of ministers 
to look into the welfare 
activities of the village 
in connection with con-
struction of playground 
and other amenities and 
take initiative in this re-
gard even by discussing 
the matter with Sports 
minister Letpao Haokip. 

Also,  the minister 
lauded the outstand-
ing performances of the 
two female weightlifters 
Saikhom Mirabai Chanu 
and Khumukcham Sanjita 
Chanu who have brought 
laurels to the country by 
winning gold medals in 
weightlifting at the cur-
rently held 21st Common-
wealth Games in Aus-
tralia.

In his welcome note, 
village secretary Kh Lei-
rung thanked Minister 
Shyam for creating a 
sense of unity at their vil-
lage saying that the Teng-
noupal Constituency is 
just like a parentless vil-
lage.

A memorandum was 
submitted to Minister 
Karam Shyam for con-
struction of playground 
and gallery of Manipur 
Village Authority(MVA), 
waiting shed, community 
hall, road bridge of dam, 
drainage etc. in their vil-
lage. The day’s inaugu-
ral function was started 
with a Cultural Dance 
performed by Napuiya 
Yinglam.

Shillong, April 7 (PTI): 
The high powered com-
mittee of the Meghalaya 
Assembly has decided 
to float fresh tender with 
two conditions for the 
construction of the the 
new Assembly building at 
Mawdiangdiang.

Speaker Donkupar 
Roy who chaired the 
committee told report-
ers yesterday that the 
committee had added 
two conditions for the 
bidders to participate in 
the tender.

“The bidders who are 
interested must have the 
experience of completing 
similar projects like Raj 
Bhawan, chief minister 
s residence or any other 
government institutes.

The committee has 
also decided to raise the 
security deposit three 
times higher for the bid-

ders, Roy said.
The conditions were 

set as in the last bid a bid-
der quoted a rate 15 per 
cent lower than the bid 
value, he said.

Stating that the allo-
cated budget for the new 
Assembly building is Rs 
140 crore, Roy said he was 
hopeful that the project 
would be completed with-
in the current tenure.

“In three years time the 
session will take place in 
the new Assembly build-
ing,” he said.

Meghalaya has no per-
manent Assembly build-
ing after the 125-year-
old heritage building at 
Khyndailad was reduced 
to ashes in a devastating 
fire in 2001.

Roy s predecessor had 
identified an 80 acres land 
at Mawdiangdiang for the 
project. 

Guwahati, April 7 (PTI):  Na-
tional award winning Assamese 
film-maker MuninBarua passed 
away today following a pro-
longed illness, family sources 
said.

He was 72 and is survived 
by wife ManjulaBarua and two 
children.

Barua, popularly called Bhai-
mon da, was suffering from can-
cer and breathed his last at his 
residence here in the wee hours 
today, his family sources said.

His wife, ManjulaBarua is a 
costume designer in the Assa-
mese film industry.

Recipient of National Film 
Award for Best Feature Film in 
Assamese in 2005 for his film 
‘Dinabandhoo’, Barua’s popular 
films include ‘Pratima’, ‘Pita 
Putro’, ‘PahariKanya’, ‘Prab-
hatiPokhirGaan’, ‘HiyaDiyaNiya’, 
‘Daag’, ‘Nayak’, ‘Kanyadaan’, 
‘Bidhata’, ‘Barood’, ‘Rong’, ‘Raam-
dhenu’ and ‘PriyarPriyo’.

He was also awarded the 

state award for best director 
for his film ‘Nayak’ for the year 
2001-02 and had received the 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
2017 from Prag Cine Awards for 
his immense contributions to 
Assamese film industry.

In 2000, his film ‘HiyaDiya-
Niya’ created history as ‘block-
buster hit’ in Assamese cinema 
and helped in reviving the state’s 
film industry. He had also writ-
ten scripts for many plays for 
mobile theatre.

Guwahati, April 7 (IANS): The 
two-day Assam Spring Festi-
val began at the Manas Na-
tional Park on Saturday where 
visitors will get to experience 
the state’s local food, music, 
handloom and handicrafts.

“The aim of the event is to 
promote the local food and 
culture of the fringe villagers. 
It is an attempt to create a 
model of alternative liveli-
hood through food, hand-
loom and culture,” Mitali 
from Food Sutra, one of the 
organisers, said.

“We are expecting partici-
pation of over 300 domestic 
and foreign tourists in the 
two-day festival.”

The festival has been 
organised, among others, 
by Indian Weavers’ Associa-
tion and the SwankarMith-
ingaOnsaiAfat, an associa-
tion of reformed poachers in 
Manas who are now engaged 
in wildlife conservation and 
preservation.

The National park which 
is also a tiger and rhino re-
serve covers five districts of 

Assam -- Kokrajhar, Baksa, 
Chirang, Udalguri and Bar-
peta.

Residents of fringe villages 
that dot the National Park are 
all set to give the tourists an 
experience of a lifetime by of-
fering them a peek into their 
rural lives.

Saumar.J. Sharma of the 
Indian Weavers’ Association 
said: “We have trained about 
32 households about main-
tenance of hygiene and the 
basics of the service industry. 
We trained them on manag-

ing home stays and serving 
the guests home made food.

“When the locals start 
keeping guests in their home 
stays, it will not only provide 
then with an alternative live-
lihood but also direct market 
linkages to showcase and sell 
their products.

“Normally in Assam, 
the tourist season is for six 
months (April to Novem-
ber). However, with these 
initiatives, the locals can host 
interested travellers during 
the off season or all through 

the year.”
On Saturday, there will be 

a session of celebrity cooking 
with renowned chef Gautam-
Mehrishi and food blogger 
KalyanKarmakar.

Musician JoiBaruah is 
slated to perform on Satur-
day night.

The itinerary of the fes-
tival include village tours, 
exposition of local handi-
craft and handloom, cultural 
showa, local folk music and 
tasting of local cuisines and 
delicacies.

Dimapur, April 7 (EMN): On the 
occasion of World Health Day, 
the 5th JAK RIF of 9 Sector Assam 
Rifles under the aegis of HQ IGAR 
(south) organised a medical camp 
at Nambol in coordination with 
Lions Club, Nambol in Imphal. 

A press  release issued by the 
IGAR (south) on April 7 men-
tioned that a total of 400 persons 
availed the medical camp while 
necessary treatments were given. 

Free medicines provided by 
Lions Club were distributed by 

regiment medical officer of the 
battalion, Dr Lakshmi and Dr. 
Navkishore. 

The patients at the camp were 
also said to have been sensitised 
to the need of practicing healthy 
lifestyle and cleanliness to ward 
off diseases. 

The local populace appreci-
ated the efforts of Army/ Assam 
Rifles for the compassionate 
effort provided towards overall 
upliftment of medical health in 
the area.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 7 (EMN):  
The National People’s 
Par ty(NPP)  Manipur 
United felicitated Meg-
halaya Chief Minister 
Conard K Sangma dur-
ing a colourful function 
held at the well decorated 
Lamboikhongnangkhong 
football ground in the out-
skirt of Imphal on April 7 
Saturday.

The felicitation func-
tion was attended by the 
Deputy Chief Minister of 
Manipur Yumnam Joyku-
mar led by NPP leaders 
including three cabinet 
ministers in BJP led coali-
tion government of Ma-
nipur and other cabinet 
ministers from Meghalaya 
and MLAs from Nagaland.

Addressing the func-
tion, Chief Minister Co-

nard Sangma who visited 
the state for the first time 
after becoming the chief 
minister promised that 
his party will work for the 
promotion of the youths 
of the northeast. 

Lauding the wonderful 
performances by Manipu-
ri weightlifters Saikhom 
Mirabai and Khumuk-
cham Sanjita during the 
ongoing commonwealth 
games, the visiting NPP 
leader and Meghalaya 
chief minister said that 
NPP always believes 
that there are similari-
ties among the people of 
Northeast despite having 
differences.

Conard Sangma high-
lighted that NPP can pro-
vide the platform where 
the people of northeast 
can raise the voice so that 

the common issue affect-
ing the people in the re-
gion can be taken forward 
together.

Stating that the party 
have many agendas and 
priorities, the visiting 
Meghalaya chief minister 
said infrastructure de-
velopment is one of the 
priorities for the north 
east and it is followed by 
trade with neighbouring 
countries.

Manipur Deputy Chief 
Minister Yumnam Joy-
kumar, Health and Fam-
ily welfare minister L Jay-
antakumar, Meghalaya 
works minister Prestone 
Tynsong and an NPP MLA 
from Nagaland spoke in 
the occasion which was 
attended by hundreds of 
NPP workers from various 
parts of the state.

Case of missing arms will be thoroughly 
investigated, says  Manipur CM

NIT Mizoram students 
call off stir after police 
starts probe

IGAR organises various progs. in Manipur 

‘Govt. firmly behind entrepreneurs 
venturing into ASEAN market’

We need land to grow 
crops, to feed ourselves 
— Manipur minister 

Fresh tender for 
constructing Meghalaya’s  
assembly building

Assam’s Spring Festival begins in Manas National Park

AR celebrates World Health Day Noted Assamese film maker MuninBarua passes away

Conard Sangma felicitated in Manipur 
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Dharmendra Pradhan

9 crore new LPG 
connections 
provided in 4 
years — Pradhan

Gold glitters on firm global 
cues, jewellers’ buying

Indian Overseas Bank cuts interest rates for MSMEs

PNB deploys AI for 
reconciliation of accounts

Less than 2% Himachal farmers 
opted for crop insurance — CAG

Industrial oils slip on subdued demand

Market post strong gains for 
the second week; up 658 points

Aircraft makes emergency 
landing at IGIA, passengers safe

New Delhi, April 7 (IANS): Emergency procedures 
were initiated at runway number ‘11’ of the IGI air-
port here, after an aircraft ferrying 344 passengers 
made an emergency landing.

According to airport officials, flight ‘RL-8772’ 
operated between Vietnam to Russia landed safely 
at the airport around 6.00 p.m. with 344 passen-
gers on-board.

Prior to the landing, airport authorities had de-
clared an emergency by deploying fire tenders and 
ambulances at runway number ‘11’.

The flight ‘RL-8772’ was being operated be-
tween Phu Quoc (Vietnam) and Yekaterinburg 
(Russia).

Skype to offer call recording feature
San Francisco, April 7 (IANS): Microsoft is working 
on a call recording feature in Skype that will also 
support integration from third-party apps includ-
ing Xsplit, Wirecast and Vmix.

Windows 10 and Mac users will be able to record 
calls if they switch their desktop Skype client over 
to the “Content Creator” mode to place, record, im-
port and edit recordings using apps like Adobe Pre-
mier Pro and Adobe Audition, a Skype blog post said 
on Friday.

Users are also given the choice to pick third-par-
ty software they prefer to use and Skype will support 
the integration.

Along with the new call record feature, Skype 
will also allow live-streaming a call on your YouTube 
channel or twitch stream allowing the users to cus-
tomize the look and feel of the call.

“Users can customise the look and feel of the call 
so they can be part of a live show ready for stream-
ing to audiences of all sizes,” the blog post added.

Skype is going to debut the new recording inte-
gration next week at the NAB show in Las Vegas.

“There’s no need for additional recording or 
screen capture solutions. Skype will provide clean 
feeds of all group video call participants to your 
choice of NDI-enabled software,” it added.

Amazon arm to create New-
Age tech workforce in India

New Delhi, April 7 (IANS): Realising the need to cre-
ate a workforce for Next-Gen technologies, several 
tech companies have started accelerators and incu-
bators in the recent past to nurture talent in disrup-
tive technologies in India.

On the other hand, global Cloud services plat-
form Amazon Web Services (AWS), a subsidiary of 
Amazon.com, started on the mission long back to 
prepare an industry-ready workforce and nurture 
start-ups in the country.

According to a senior AWS executive, the com-
pany is working very closely with the entire accel-
erator and incubator space in India.

“AWS has various programmes that it runs in 
India that help all the stakeholders further drive 
invested or incubated companies move forward 
on New-Age technology. This includes giving AWS 
credits for free. We do mentorship, we do training. 
We take them through labs,” Bikram Bedi, Head 
(India Region) at Amazon Internet Services Pvt Ltd 
(AISPL), told IANS.

AISPL is an Indian subsidiary of the Amazon 
Group which undertakes the resale and marketing 
of AWS Cloud services in the country.

“Next, we help them in terms of ‘connect’. One 
programme we run is called ‘Enterprise Connect’ 
where we go to a bank or a manufacturing compa-
ny, for example, and ask what kind of new solutions 
they are looking for in the digital space.

“They tell us that they are looking at such-and-
such five areas. We will then go back to our start-up 
space and say hey, these AWS customers want these 
five kinds of solutions. The next step is proof of con-
cepts (POCs) and then adoption,” Bedi informed.

When it comes to creating the right set of skills in 
the market, AWS has a clear-cut strategy.

“The effort is broken into a couple of things. The 
first is around the existing workforce -- start-ups, 
big enterprises and the thriving small and medium 
businesses (SMBs), etc. We regularly run training 
classes. Every office that we open in this country has 
a training room attached to it,” Bedi told IANS.

NEWS IN BRIEF

CHANGE OF NAME 
New Name: Megha Singhania
Old Name: Megha Singhania 

Agarwal
D.O.B: 30/05/2001

F/Name: Virender Singhania Agarwal
Add: H.No.107, Singhania House, 

Allahabad bank,  
Kalibari road area Dimapur

Reg No.: 485/18 D-5231

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 7th April’ 18

NOTICE
NO.M-57/18/289  Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. 
Haradhan Biswas -Vrs- Ranjit Sarkar resident of Lhomithi Colony Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the 
schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this 
court in writing on or before 07.05.18.

SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Haradhan Biswas
Village/Block No: 7, Patta No: 621
Dag No: 657, Area: 00B-00K-09Ls

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5229

D-5228

 

PUBLIC INFORMATION
The Diphupar Village Council in its meeting held on 06-04-2018 has unanimously 
resolved to renew all land patta issued by the Council from 10-04-2018 to 13-04-2018 
at Village Council Hall time 8:00 AM onward. Renewal fee of Rs.200/- shall be realized 
and late fine of Rs.200/- shall be imposed to each defaulters wef from 01-05-2018. All 
concerns are hereby asked to adhere to this resolution.
 Sd/- 
 (Lanutoshi) (E. Philip Lotha) 
 Chairman Secretary
Diphupar Village Council Diphupar Village Council

 

DIPHUPAR VILLAGE COUNCIL
 DIMAPUR - 797115 : NAGALAND 

Recogd. 21 - 12 -1961

OFFICE OF THE

D
-5

23
0

Don Bosco Tech invites applications from unemployed youth for its 
various vocational training programmes at Don Bosco Tech AIDA 
centre, Don Bosco School Campus, Riverbelt Colony, Dimapur – 
797113, which will empower them towards a stable employment and 
self-dependent life.
Unemployed youth, who are ready TO RELOCATE for job are eligible 
for the training
Courses Offered at AIDA, Dimapur:
 Hospitality – Beauty and Wellness
 (60 seats for girls only); age: 18-28]
 Hospitality – Food and Beverages service
 (40 seats for girls & boys); age: 18-28]

Qualification: Class 10 pass
The batch starts on 19 April 2018
Limited hostel facility for outstation candidates (only) on first come 
first served basis.
For Detail Contact:
AIDA, Don Bosco School Campus, PB 2, N. N. Gaon,  
Dimapur – 797 113, Nagaland
Phone: 7005496870/ 8837252988/ 8787532336 D-5232

Mumbai, April 7 (PTI): Stocks: The Sensex ended with 
strong gains for the second consecutive week by rallying 
658.29 points to close at 33,626.97, while the broader 
Nifty surged to reclaim the key 10,300-level to finish at 
10,331.60.

The domestic market entanglement in global 
trade-war uncertainities seems to shaken-off as bulls 
foresightedness gained upper-hand amid the much-
anticipated RBIs status-quo over rate in its monetary 
policy and investors cheering its optimistic outlook of 
the Indian economy in FY19.

The Central Bank projection of GDP at 7.4 per cent 
for FY19 and lowered inflation forecast augured well 
for investors.

Despite volatility, the market trading momentum 
were unambigous with four gain days induced by tinge 
of short- covering was well supported by stock specific 
news of robust Auto sales, USFDA Approvals, RBI allow-
ing moderation in bond trading losses in banks.

The market did react on Wednesday session by 
lossing heavily on lingering US-China trade-war spat, 
the worlds two largest economies which continue to 
endorse measures and counter measures.

The US imposed tariffs of USD 50 billion on Chinese 
imports, China retaliated by tariffs on 106 American 
products, while the trade dispute is not showing signs of 
ending soon, as US is now exploring options to charge 
additional tariffs of USD 100 billion on Chinese imports.

The domestic market stood ground as investors fo-
cus shifted to corporate earnings growth which is due, 
and are in early stage of revival.

The BSE Sensex started the week at 33,030.87 and 
hovered between 33,697.51 and 32,972.56 before finish-
ing the week at 33,626.97, showing a gain of 658.29 or 
1.99 per cent.

(The Sensex gained 372.14 or 1.14 per cent during 
previous week)

The Nifty resumed the week at 10,151.65 and traded 
between 10,350.45 and 10,111.30, the index finally 
closed at 10,331.60, up 217.90 points, or 2.15 per cent.

Counterwise, the broader market, both midcap and 
smallcap shares outperformed the key indices posting 
ample gains.

Buying was led by Auto, PSU Bank, HealthCare, 
FMCG, PSUs, Capital Goods, Oil&Gas, IT and Teck sec-
tors. .

New Delhi, April 7 (IANS): Union Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan on Saturday said that 
nine crore new LPG (liquefied petroleum 
gas) connections have been distributed 
in the last four years, including 3.5 crore 
connections provided under the Pradhan 
Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY).

Speaking at the launch of PMUY scheme 
in Delhi, the Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Minister Pradhan said, LPG penetation 
across India has improved drastically with 
nine crore new LPG connections being dis-
tributed in the last four years.

He was quoted in a statement as saying 
that the government’s target of providing 
gas connections to nine crore BPL (Below 
Poverty Line) families by 2020 “will be incor-
porating genuinely poor households left out 
of socio economic caste survey (SECC) list 
and now will be empowering a wider section 
of society.”

During the launch event “approximately 
400 LPG connections were handed over to 
women of BPL (below poverty line) families,” 
the statement issued by IndianOil Corpora-
tion said.

Launched in May 2016, under the 
scheme government provides LPG connec-
tions to BPL families with a support of Rs 
1,600 per connection.

Mumbai, April 7 (PTI): 
Castorseeds bold and 
castor oil commercial 
slipped at the Vashi oils 
and oilseeds wholesale 
market here today fol-
lowing subdued demand 
from soaps and shippers 
industries.

Linseeds oil eased 
further owing to lower 
offtake from paint and 
allied industries.

In the edible segment, 
groundnut oil and re-
fined palmolein prices 

New Delhi, April 7 (IANS): 
State-run Punjab National 
Bank on Saturday said 
that in a move to foil a 
repeat of a recent fraud, 
it has deployed Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) for rec-
onciliation of accounts.

Addressing its custom-
ers through a FAQ docu-
ment, the fraud-hit bank 
said: “PNB has already 
undertaken measures to 
strengthen internal au-
dit control mechanisms. 
Additionally, the bank is 
also looking at technology 
interventions to enhance 
customer service and cus-
tomer responsiveness....”

“There is a move to 
improve audit systems by 
incorporating analytics 
and AI for reconciliation 
of accounts. Finacle 10 
has been implemented 
and the bank is looking 
at leveraging additional 
features.”

On the recent fraud, 
PNB said that it has a 
“zero tolerance to unethi-
cal practices within the 
system”.

As per the FAQ docu-
ment, the bank clarified 
that there is no additional 
fraud of Rs. 942 crore by 
Geetanjali Group but a 
“recall of credit limits”.

“We would want to 
clarify that there are no 
new frauds but recall of 
credit limits.

The amount of Rs 942 
crore were the regular lim-
its sanctioned to Geetan-
jali

Group under consor-
tium lending and were 
standard credit exposure 
at the time of detection of 
the fraud,” the document 
said.

“This amount has 
nothing to do with any 
new fraudulent Letters 
of Undertaking (LoUs) or 
Foreign Letters of Credit 
(FLCs).”

Chennai, April 7 (IANS): In a move to aid 
micro, small and medium enterprises 
(MSMEs), state-run Indian Overseas 
Bank (IOB) announced on Friday that it 
has reduced interest rates in the range of 
15-90 basis points (bps) across different 
categories of MSME borrowers.

IOB has also reduced the commission 
on opening of Letters of Credit and bank 
guarantees, according to a statement 
here. “MSMEs are the backbone of Indian 
economy as they provide employment 
to over 120 million people. IOB is giving 

more thrust to financing MSME units by 
providing customised schemes launched 
to cater their varying needs,” it said.

For loans ranging from Rs 25 lakh 
to Rs 2 crore, the interest rate has been 
reduced by 50 bps. For loans above Rs 
2 crore, the reduction is between 15 to 
90 bps, depending on the rating of the 
MSME unit. IOB said these reductions 
are effective April 1. The bank also an-
nounced a hike in the interest rates on 
fixed deposits (FDs) across various tenors 
by 10 to 80 bps effective from April 5.

Shimla, April 7 (IANS): 
Less than two per cent 
of farmers in Himachal 
Pradesh, which has 90 per 
cent of its population in 
rural areas, were covered 
under the crop insurance 
scheme in three years, the 
Comptroller and Auditor 
General of India (CAG) 
has said.

Similarly, close to 14 
per cent farmers opted 
for the weather-linked in-
surance scheme between 
2014 to 2017.

Farmers ranging be-
tween 1.71 and 1.72 per 
cent for Kharif season 
(March) and 1.01 and 1.68 
per cent for Rabi season 
(September) were cov-
ered under the National 
Agricultural Insurance 
Scheme from 2014 to 
2016, which indicated 
that the coverage was very 
low.

However, with the 
launch of the Pradhan 
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana 
in February 2016, the cov-
erage of farmers had in-
creased to 11.61 and 12.24 

per cent for Kharif and 
Rabi seasons, respectively.

The state Agriculture 
and Horticultural Depart-
ments are responsible for 
implementation of the 
schemes.

The CAG in its report 
said the state Director Ag-
riculture did not furnish 
reasons for less coverage 
of the farmers.

To provide protection 
mainly to the fruit growers 
against adverse weather 
incidences, the Weather 
Based Crop Insurance 
Scheme was adopted in 
the state in 2008-09.

The report,  which 
was laid in the assem-
bly on Thursday, said the 
percentage of the cover-
age of farmers under the 
weather insurance during 
2014 and 2017 ranged 
between 0.09 and 2.43 
during Kharif season and 
between 9.34 and 13.61 in 
Rabi season.

Under the National 
Agricultural Insurance 
Scheme, later named as 
Pradhan Mantri Fasal 

Bima Yojana, the farm-
ers benefited ranged be-
tween 1.64 and 15.92 per 
cent during Kharif season, 
while in Rabi season it 
ranged between 0.80 and 
36.40 per cent.

Picking holes in im-
plementation of the crop 
insurance schemes, the 
CAG pointed out there 
were delays in issue of 
notification of areas and 
crops to be covered, inef-
fective crop cutting exper-
iments to assess the ex-
tent of loss and payment 
of premium to insurance 
companies without veri-
fication.

The conception and 
implementation of the 
scheme needs to be over-
hauled so that the bene-
fits can reach the farmers, 
added the auditor.

Himachal Pradesh 
is primarily an agrarian 
state. According to 2011 
census, more than 62 per 
cent of its population, or 
42.56 lakh, has been en-
gaged in agriculture and 
allied activities.

New Delhi, April 7 (PTI): Gold prices 
bounced back by Rs 120 to Rs 31,470 per 
10 grams at the bullion market today 
backed by firm global cues and pick-up 
in buying by local jewellers.

Silver also gained Rs 150 to Rs 39,200 
per kg due to increased offtake by indus-
trial units and coin makers.

Marketmen said, besides a firm trend 
overseas as the dollar weakened against 
other currencies, raising appeal for the 
precious metal as a safe haven and pick-
up in buying activity by local jewellers at 
the domestic spot market, mainly led to a 
rise in gold prices. Globally, gold rose 0.54 
per cent to USD 1,333.40 an ounce in New 
York in yesterday’s trade.

In the national capital, gold of 99.9 per 
cent and 99.5 per cent purity rebounded 
by Rs 120 each to Rs 31,470 and Rs 31,320 
per 10 grams, respectively. The precious 
metal had lost Rs 200 yesterday. Sover-
eign, however, remained flat at Rs 24,800 
per piece of eight grams in limited deals.

Silver ready also rose by Rs 150 to Rs 
39,200 per kg and weekly-based delivery 
by Rs 15 to Rs 38,235 per kg.

Silver coins, however, continued to be 
enquired at last levels of Rs 74,000 for buy-
ing and Rs 75,000 for selling of 100 pieces.

ruled steady in the ab-
sence of any large-scale 
buying activity.

Moving to the non-
edible section, castor-
seeds bold fell by Rs 15 
per 100 kg to Rs 4,150 
from Friday’s closing lev-
el of Rs 4,165, castoroil 
commercial moved down 
by Rs 3 per 10 kg to Rs 

860 against Rs 863 and 
linseeds oil went down 
by Rs 2 per 10kg to Rs 
793 compared to Rs 795 
yesterday.

In the edible oil seg-
ment, groundnut oil and 
refined palmolein closed 
unchanged at Rs 850 and 
Rs 732 per 10kg, respec-
tively.
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DAILY

PATH
When eighteen-year-old Sammy received Jesus as Savior, his family rejected him because their tradition 

was of a different faith. But the Christian community welcomed him, offering encouragement and financial 
resources for his education. Later, when his testimony was published in a magazine, his persecution intensified.

But Sammy did not stop seeing his family. He visited whenever he could and talked with his father, even 
though his siblings cruelly prevented him from participating in family affairs. When his father fell ill, Sammy 
overlooked his family’s slighting and attended to him, praying his father would get well. When God healed him, 
the family began to warm up toward Sammy. Over time, his loving witness softened their attitude toward him—
and some of his family members became willing to hear about Jesus.

Our decision to follow Christ may cause us difficulties. Peter wrote, “It is commendable if someone bears 
up under the pain of unjust suffering because they are conscious of God” (1 Peter 2:19). When we undergo 
discomfort or suffering because of our faith, we do so because “Christ suffered for [us], leaving [us] an example, 
that [we] should follow in his steps” (v. 21).

Even when others hurled insults at Jesus, “he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. 
Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly” (v. 23). Jesus is our example in suffering. We can turn 
to Him for strength.
Dear Lord Jesus, help me to follow Your example in my conduct and in suffering for You. I want others to 

see You in me and to know You too.

Strength in Suffering
BIBLE READ:   1 PETER 2:11–23  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Christ suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, that you should follow in his steps. 

~  1 Peter 2:21

Get Involved 
The Joy of Delving into 

Devoted Prayer
“They are going to solve the problem”. 

This popular dictum seems to be doing 
round for quite some-time. I have heard peo-
ple talk about various problems like econo-
my, health, education, poverty and different 
other kinds of problems. But we tend to say 
'they' are going to solve the problem. Many 
of us tend to think that someone else is go-
ing to solve the problem for us and never 
want to get involved. 

Now, the word 'they' seems to be very 
tricky here. At times it is even difficult to 
understand as to whom we are really refer-
ring to. I think every good thing comes with 
responsibility. Yet many of us take responsi-
bility with a pinch of salt. Responsibility is 
character quality that needs to be developed. 
For, it is not a natural characteristic and we 
have to earn by the sweat of our brow but 
many of us want to skip this hard part in-
stead of rolling up our sleeves and get our-
selves involved.

Even in the recently concluded state 

election (Nagaland), speculations wrapped 
through every media, making almost every 
house hold a talking point about change and 
development. In many of the popular Face-
book pages and Whatsapp groups, the talk 
still continues, many even get in personal 
fights while trying to assert their own sense 
of right and wrong. But the larger question 
is what kind of change are we talking about? 
Certainly not from bad to worst! I think pos-
itive change is something we all long for yet 
the question of who will bring that change 
still goes answer, except the promises sur-
faced in the manifestoes of different politi-
cal parties.

Even in the realm of spiritual health, I 
am sure if  not all many want to have good 
place of  worship or a church. But when it 
comes to responsibility we tend to take a 
back seat though we know a good church 
comes with lots of  responsibilities. We ex-
pect good things to come from the church 
but never want to get involve in contrib-

uting towards the responsibilities of  the 
church. For instance, we want to have a 
good church 'bulletin', but when it comes 
to responsibilities like, writing articles, 
contributing financial needs, reaching to 
unreached etc., we tend to say, “They will 
do it!” Likewise, there are numerous oth-
er responsibilities like, attending Sunday 
service, giving tithes, attending meetings 
(GBM), arranging the sound system, dis-
tributing song books, serving refreshment, 
etc. but many of  us tend to think, these are 
not my job!

One common tendency we have towards 
responsibilities is, “They will do it”. I think 
we expect too much of our leaders and fail 
to act on our part. I think it’s time we ask, 
what can I contribute? for the betterment of  
the society rather than expecting from oth-
ers. So let's get involved, do whatever we can 
only then I think we can expect to see the 
change, we want in our society.

Wungnaongam Pou

“Guard my life, for I am devoted to you. 
You are my God; save your servant who 
trust in you.”

“Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will 
walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart 
that I may fear your name.”

“Preserve my life according to your love, 
and I will obey the statutes of your mouth.”

“I will bow down toward your holy tem-
ple and will praise your name for your love 
and faithfulness, for you have exalted above all 
things, your name and your word.”

Every word is sacred and devotion is one 
such which takes us deeper into faith and stirs 
us to rise more in the truth. For as we breathe 
and see all things, we know through whom all 
tings comes from, and if  the feelings within are 
true so will the response be. The one reason we 
kneel down to pray is to build up our relation-

ship with God, with each other , not to invite 
sin but to invite God’s reign in us. This is what 
it is, as said in the scripture “ For me to live is 
Christ and to die is gain”, the message of it sig-
nifies not a divided heart but faith on fire. 

Even as devotion is all about love and faith-
fulness, the virtues of it are seen in the lives of  
those who loves God. This may invite different 
reactions but the truth of God’s word will al-
ways testify of what is right and wrong, discern-
ing the true from the false. The joy of the elect 
cannot be found in sin, in falsehood but only in 
righteousness and in the way of truth. For as 
the keys to prosperity also lies in this the wise 
ones will not only desire but also embrace the 
wealth which comes from above.  The steps of  
God’s beloved can go not to the right or left but 
only in the truth of God’s ways. The depths of  
devotion cannot be measured.

(Psalm 86:2) (86:11) (Psalm 119:88)  
(Psalm 138:2)

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

When we suffer for Jesus, He comes to walk us through it.

Ten Benefits of Family Prayer Time

Exposing Infants' To Wipes May Trigger Food Allergy Novel Blood Test Detects Early Signs of Alzheimer's

C
ommunication is a basic build-
ing block for families so com-
municating with God should be 
viewed as a basic building block 

of the family’s faith.
Many parents may say a simple grace 

at meal or a simple prayer with a child at 
bedtime, but do you want to do more? Do 
you want to actually connect your family 
to God through prayer? Do you want fam-
ily prayer to make a difference? Discover 
some great benefits of praying together 
that can inspire you to persist. 

Here are 10 top benefits to consider:
1. Family prayer inspires grateful hearts.

Whether you use the acrostic ACTS (ado-
ration, confession, thanksgiving, suppli-
cation) or another model, prayer involves 
praising God and thanking God for bless-
ings. Voicing those thoughts helps families 
focus on positive reasons to be grateful. 
Giving thanks helps us realize how much 
God blesses us. Gratitude makes us feel 
happier and more optimistic as we share 
the joys of our days and rejoice in one an-
other’s blessings. We also discover more 
about what makes each family member 
feel good. Praising God helps children 
learn that God is real, powerful, and lov-
ing.

2. Family prayer communicates 
spiritually.

Discuss praises, answered prayers, and 
prayer needs, and then pray to build a con-
versation with the family that will bridge 
to talking with God. This lets each person 
voice what in his or her heart. Let family 
members pray for one of the requests and 
praise for one of the blessings. This con-
nects needs and thanks to God. 

You speak on another level when you 
pray, tapping into a realm of eternal hope 
and anticipation of God responding. Take 
time to pause and ask if anyone heard God 
speak in their heart or through a Scripture 
that came to mind. Those are a few ways 
God speaks to us when we pray.

3. Family prayer builds bonds with one 

another and God.

A habit of prayer brings a family together 
regularly to share the ups and downs of 
life and ways God works. When we share 
our emotions, we strengthen our bonds. 
As we show up, we also realize that God 
shows up too. The Lord becomes part of 
the fabric of our family, a member we con-
verse with and share our deepest sorrows 
and most blissful joys.

4. Family prayer promotes good health.

Studies show that prayer lowers stress and 
inspires people to be kinder. Lowering 
stress in family members makes home life 
happier and sweeter. 

Prayer even helps regulate a person’s 
heartbeat to make it stronger. That’s part of 
why other studies link longer life to prayer. 
One study even revealed that prayer helps 
with self-control, especially when people 
pray before a mentally draining task. So 
pray before a family house cleaning day! 
Prayer also helps you age more smoothly, 

so you will be alive longer to enjoy one an-
other more.

5. Family prayer opens hearts to 
forgiveness.

Acknowledging that God is great humbles 
us and reminds us that we are not perfect. 
That makes it easier to release anger and 
bitterness from our hearts.  Praying for 
one another also raises our awareness of 
the emotions of others and their need to 
be forgiven. We become more concerned 
for those we pray with and more consider-
ate of their wellbeing. In effect, we become 
their cheerleaders as we pray for them.

6. Family prayer unites across 
differences.

When we come together in prayer we are 
united in one faith. God matters more 
than our differences in politics, opinions, 
grades, and views. Through prayer we re-
member God created each of us and loves 
us, so there’s reason to respect one anoth-

er, including our different views. Prayer 
also reminds us not to be judgmental, but 
to seek to understand. 

We can join hands and trust that God is 
wiser and can guide us to truth. Prayer re-
minds us that we are to love one another, 
be kind, and use words that are uplifting 
and beneficial.

7. Family prayer teaches children to seek 
God first.

Prayer is a natural parenting tool. Deu-
teronomy 6:6-7 states that we are to keep 
God’s words on our hearts and share them 
with our children. As they experience faith 
through prayer, it will help them seek 
God at all times. Children will discover 
that God is eager to be part of their lives. 
In our home, we prayed before we left, 
prayed when problems arose, and prayed 
when we celebrated good news. That in-
vited God into all aspects of our lives and 
showed we wanted God to be part of our 
family.

8. Family prayer makes faith a priority.

Praying together involves a commitment 
of time and faith with one another and 
God. When we schedule that time, we 
make family and faith a priority. We set 
aside worries and tasks to focus on our 
spiritual relationship. We are intentional 
in sharing those precious moments and 
engaging our hearts and minds. Fam-
ily members feel appreciated and under-
stand that everyone, including God, wants 
the best for them.

9. Family prayer develops a God 
perspective.

Putting God first, using Scriptures in 
prayer, and observing how God works in 
our lives develops a biblical worldview. We 
see things through an eternal and godly 
perspective. 

It helps to read a Bible story before 
praying to see how God worked in lives of 
people in the Bible. It also helps to read 
words Jesus spoke to hear His reaction to 
struggles and His views of life.

10. Family prayer builds a legacy of 
answered prayers.

As we praise God for answered prayers 
and record them, we also create a legacy 
of faith. Children experience how God 
blesses their family as they honor Him. 
Through prayer we are open to God’s in-
fluence and that impacts our character 
to help us become more like Christ. Our 
integrity builds a good family name and 
heritage. 

We can trust God to be with our chil-
dren as they reach adulthood. A child may 
stray from faith or the practices of child-
hood, but the memories will be ingrained 
in their hearts and minds to draw them 
back to prayer when they face struggles. 

Let your family history and memories 
be woven together with years of prayer. 

(Karen Whiting is an author of 25 books 
and an international speaker. She’s a 

mother of five and a grandmother. Her 
book 52 Devotions for Busy Families 
makes it easy to develop faith in the 

home. Connect with her on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Pinterest.)

I
f you are in the habit of using 
wipes for your infants, beware. 
They are likely to trigger child-
hood food allergies that may im-

pact kids' quality of life, researchers 
have warned.

The study, reported in the Journal 
of Allergy and Clinical Immunology, 
showed a mix of environmental and 
genetic factors that must co-exist to 
trigger the allergies in children.

It includes genetics that alters 
skin absorbency, use of infant cleans-
ing wipes that leave soap on the skin, 
skin exposure to allergens in dust 
and skin exposure to food from those 
providing infant care. 

"This is a recipe for developing a 
food allergy," said lead author Joan 
Cook-Mills, Professor at the North-
western University Feinberg School 
of Medicine, in the US. 

However, the good news is factors 
leading to a food allergy can be modi-
fied in the home environment, Cook-

Mills said.
"Reduce baby's skin exposure to 

the food allergens by washing your 
hands before handling the baby," 
Cook-Mills said. 

"Limit use of infant wipes that 
leave soap on the skin. Rinse soap off 
with water like we used to do years 
ago," she noted.

For the study, Cook-Mills and team 
used a neonatal mouse model with 
skin barrier mutations and tried expos-
ing its skin to food allergens like pea-
nuts. The peanuts alone had no effect.

"Babies are exposed to environ-
mental allergens in dust in a home. 
They may not be eating food aller-
gens as a newborn, but they are get-
ting them on their skin. 

"Say a sibling with peanut butter 
on her face kisses the baby. Or a par-
ent is preparing food with peanuts 
and then handles the baby," Cook-
Mills said. 

Further, the team found that in-

fant wipes delivered compounds 
through the skin by using soap.

The top skin layer is made of lip-
ids (fats), and the soap in the wipes 
disrupts that barrier, Cook-Mills ex-
plained.

The neonatal mice with the mu-
tations had normal-appearing skin, 
and the dry itchy skin of dermatitis 
did not develop until the mice were 
a few months old, the equivalent of a 
young adult in human years, the re-
search showed.

After the neonatal mice received 
three to four skin exposures of food 
and dust allergens for 40 minutes 
during a two-week period, they were 
given egg or peanut by mouth. 

The mice had allergic reactions 
at the site of skin exposure, allergic 
reactions in the intestine, and severe 
allergic food reaction of anaphylaxis 
that is measured by decreased body 
temperature, Cook-Mills said.

Source: IANS

R
aising hopes for an ef-
fective intervention in 
diagnosing the risk of 
early onset of disease, 

German scientists have devel-
oped a new blood test that can 
detect Alzheimer's long before 
the first symptoms appear in 
patients.

Alzheimer's disease is 
thought to begin long before 
patients show typical symp-
toms like memory loss. 

The team, led by Klaus Ger-
wert, professor at Ruhr Univer-
sity Bochum in Germany, noted 
that one of the hallmarks of 
Alzheimer's disease is the ac-
cumulation of amyloid-beta 
plaques in the patient's brain. 

The findings, published 
in the journal EMBO Molecu-
lar Medicine, showed that the 
blood test uses a technology 
called immuno-infrared sensor 

to measure distribution of path-
ological and healthy structures 
of amyloid-beta in the blood.

The pathological amyloid-
beta structure is rich in a sticky, 
sheet-like folding pattern that 
makes it prone to aggregation, 
while the healthy structure is 
not.

The two structures absorb 
infrared light at a different fre-
quency, allowing the blood test 
to determine the ratio of healthy 
to pathological amyloid-beta in 
the sample. 

The pathological form is a 
misfolded version of this mol-
ecule and known to initiate the 
formation of toxic amyloid-beta 
molecules that starts accumu-
lating in the brain 15 to 20 years 
before disease onset. 

They found that the test re-
liably detected amyloid-beta 
alterations in the blood of par-

ticipants with mild cognitive 
impairment that also showed 
abnormal amyloid deposits in 
brain scans.

In order to detect blood 
changes well ahead of disease 
onset, the researchers com-
pared blood samples of 65 par-
ticipants that were later in the 
follow-up studies diagnosed 
with Alzheimer's disease with 
809 controls. 

The assay was able to detect 
signs of the disease on average 
eight years before diagnosis 
in individuals without clinical 
symptoms with an overall diag-
nostic accuracy of 86 per cent. 

The blood test would thus 
offer an opportunity to identify 
those at risk and may thereby 
open the door to new avenues 
in drug discovery, the research-
ers said.

Source: IANS
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Today you might 
feel the urge to write, Aries. This could in-
volve nothing more than a lengthy letter or 
email to a friend, but it could also be cre-

ative work, such as a novel, essay, screenplay, or poem. 
Whatever it is, you’re likely to express some intellectual, 
philosophical, or spiritual concerns that you hope to 
shed some light on. Don’t be surprised if you come up 
with more questions than answers.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Paperwork in-
volving money needs to be executed today, 
Taurus. It could be a settlement, new com-
mission, or bonus of some kind. This is likely 

to be a joyous occasion because money is coming your 
way, even though the paperwork itself might be a drag. 
Try to concentrate and get it done quickly so you and 
those close to you can go out and celebrate. Make a res-
ervation at your favorite restaurant.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Today your mind 
should be especially quick and penetrating, 
Gemini. You could decide to tackle some in-
depth research that you’ve been considering 

doing for a while on a subject that fascinates you. You 
might also want to discuss the subject with someone 
close to you who shares this interest. Don’t be surprised 
if you come up with some intriguing insights. Write ev-
erything down. You may want to make use of it later.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Some vivid, 
beautiful dreams or visions could awaken 
you and make you aware of new opportu-
nities. They could be creative in nature, and 

you should consider taking advantage of them, Cancer. 
This revelation could have been there, unnoticed, for a 
long time. Don’t write it off because of the unorthodox 
way it appeared. Look into it and see where it leads you. 
Your destiny might lie just around the corner!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today you might de-
cide to attend a group activity that is primarily 
concerned with an intellectual, philosophical, 
or spiritual interest of yours, Leo. You might 

meet a charismatic person whose conversation stimu-
lates your mind and causes you to come up with new 
insights. During the course of the day, you might notice 
that this person is very appealing to you, and you could 
imagine getting romantically involved at some point.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A public figure, 
perhaps an author, might capture your in-
terest in some way today, Virgo. This person 
could have a lot to say that appeals to you on 

a number of different levels. You’ll want to acquaint 
yourself with as much of this person’s work as pos-
sible. You could experience some valuable personal 
insights. Don’t worry if your practical mind chides you 
for this obsession. Sometimes it’s a good thing!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today you might at-
tend a party or group activity that puts you in 
touch with some interesting people from far-
away places, Libra. You could find their con-

versation intellectually stimulating. You’re apt to learn 
a lot from them. Books could be involved in some way. 
You’ll want to stay in touch with them, so be sure to get 
names, phone numbers or email addresses. This could 
open up some new doors for you.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Some big 
upheaval in your career could take you 
by surprise, Scorpio, but it’s apt to make a 
very positive difference to you. Your public 

standing and income could both skyrocket. Legal pa-
pers might be involved in some way. This could hap-
pen so suddenly that it has you in a daze, but try to 
remain focused and go with the flow. You won’t want 
this opportunity to pass you by.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): A social 
event could bring you into contact with a very 
intense, fascinating person in an intriguing 
profession, Sagittarius. You could find him or 

her very charming and sexy. If you aren’t romantically 
involved at the moment, there could be potential here! 
If nothing else, this person might steer you in a new in-
tellectual or spiritual direction. You could seem some-
what transformed when you leave the party tonight.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You always 
tend to have good powers of concentra-
tion, Capricorn, but today you’re more fo-
cused than usual, probably on a project that 

means a lot to you. This could be job related, it might 
involve helping a friend, or it may just be a personal 
project. Whatever it is, you should accomplish a lot to-
day. The downside is that you might forget to eat, sleep, 
or take any breaks. Take care!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): An intense con-
versation with your romantic partner could 
take place today, Aquarius. This could involve 
taking the relationship to the next commit-

ment level, and the subject of marriage could come up. 
If you’re already married, this could mean taking on a 
new responsibility, such as a house or child. If you aren’t 
currently involved, expect to meet someone new and 
exciting who appeals to you on a number of levels.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  Today you and 
the other members of your household might 
discuss the possibility of making some chang-
es, Pisces. This could involve some redecorat-

ing or remodeling or even something as mundane as a 
thorough cleaning. However, it could also involve the 
possibility of moving to a completely different place. 
The need for change in your surroundings is apparent, 
so don’t hesitate. Go ahead and initiate the first steps!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Half of Earth’s Satellites Restrict Use of Climate Data

Why the Business Model of Social Media Giants Like Facebook is Incompatible With Human Rights

F
acebook has had a bad few weeks. 
The social media giant had to apol-
ogise for failing to protect the per-
sonal data of millions of users from 

being accessed by data mining company 
Cambridge Analytica. Outrage is brewing 
over its admission to spying on people via 
their Android phones. Its stock price plum-
meted, while millions deleted their ac-
counts in disgust.

Facebook has also faced scrutiny over its 
failure to prevent the spread of “fake news” 
on its platforms, including via an apparent 
orchestrated Russian propaganda effort to 
influence the 2016 US presidential election.

Facebook’s actions – or inactions – fa-
cilitated breaches of privacy and human 
rights associated with democratic govern-
ance. But it might be that its business mod-
el – and those of its social media peers gen-
erally – is simply incompatible with human 
rights. The good

In some ways, social media has been a 
boon for human rights – most obviously for 
freedom of speech.

Previously, the so-called “marketplace 
of ideas” was technically available to all (in 
“free” countries), but was in reality domi-
nated by the elites. While all could equally 
exercise the right to free speech, we lacked 
equal voice. Gatekeepers, especially in the 
form of the mainstream media, largely con-
trolled the conversation.

But today, anybody with internet access 
can broadcast information and opinions 
to the whole world. While not all will be 
listened to, social media is expanding the 
boundaries of what is said and received in 
public. The marketplace of ideas must ef-
fectively be bigger and broader, and more 
diverse.

Social media enhances the effectiveness 
of non-mainstream political movements, 
public assemblies and demonstrations, es-
pecially in countries that exercise tight con-
trols over civil and political rights, or have 
very poor news sources.

Social media played a major role in 
co-ordinating the massive protests that 
brought down dictatorships in Tunisia 
and Egypt, as well as large revolts in Spain, 

Greece, Israel, South Korea, and the Occupy 
movement. More recently, it has facilitated 
the rapid growth of the #MeToo and #nev-
eragain movements, among others.

The bad and the ugly
But the social media “free speech” ma-
chines can create human rights difficulties. 
Those newly empowered voices are not 
necessarily desirable voices.

The UN recently found that Facebook 
had been a major platform for spreading 
hatred against the Rohingya in Myanmar, 
which in turn led to ethnic cleansing and 
crimes against humanity.

Video sharing site YouTube seems to 
automatically guide viewers to the fringiest 
versions of what they might be searching 
for. A search on vegetarianism might lead to 
veganism; jogging to ultra-marathons; Don-
ald Trump’s popularity to white supremacist 
rants; and Hillary Clinton to 9/11 trutherism.

YouTube, via its algorithm’s natural and 
probably unintended impacts, “may be one 
of the most powerful radicalising instruments 
of the 21st century”, with all the attendant hu-
man rights abuses that might follow.

The business model and human rights
Human rights abuses might be embedded 
in the business model that has evolved for 
social media companies in their second 
decade.

Essentially, those models are based on 
the collection and use for marketing pur-
poses of their users’ data. And the data they 
have is extraordinary in its profiling capaci-
ties, and in the consequent unprecedented 
knowledge base and potential power it 
grants to these private actors.

Indirect political influence is commonly 
exercised, even in the most credible de-
mocracies, by private bodies such as major 
corporations. This power can be partially 
constrained by “anti-trust laws” that pro-
mote competition and prevent undue mar-
ket dominance.

Anti-trust measures could, for example, 
be used to hive off Instagram from Face-
book, or YouTube from Google. But these 
companies’ power essentially arises from 
the sheer number of their users: in late 
2017, Facebook was reported as having 

more than 2.2 billion active users. Anti-trust 
measures do not seek to cap the number of 
a company’s customers, as opposed to its 
acquisitions.

Power through knowledge
In 2010, Facebook conducted an experi-
ment by randomly deploying a non-parti-
san “I voted” button into 61 million feeds 
during the US mid-term elections. That 
simple action led to 340,000 more votes, or 
about 0.14% of the US voting population. 
This number can swing an election. A big-
ger sample would lead to even more votes.

So Facebook knows how to deploy the 
button to sway an election, which would 
clearly be lamentable. However, the mere 
possession of that knowledge makes Face-
book a political player. It now knows that 
button’s the political impact, the types of 
people it is likely to motivate, and the party 
that’s favoured by its deployment and non-
deployment, and at what times of day.

It might seem inherently incompatible 
with democracy for that knowledge to be 
vested in a private body. Yet the retention of 
such data is the essence of Facebook’s abili-
ty to make money and run a viable business.

Microtargeting
A study has shown that a computer knows 
more about a person’s personality than 
their friends or flatmates from an analysis 
of 70 “likes”, and more than their family 
from 150 likes. From 300 likes it can outper-
form one’s spouse.

This enables the micro-targeting of peo-
ple for marketing messages – whether those 
messages market a product, a political par-
ty or a cause. This is Facebook’s product, 
from which it generates billions of dollars. 
It enables extremely effective advertising 
and the manipulation of its users. This is so 
even without Cambridge Analytica’s under-
handed methods.

Advertising is manipulative: that is its 
point. Yet it is a long bow to label all adver-
tising as a breach of human rights.

Advertising is available to all with the 
means to pay. Social media micro-targeting 
has become another battleground where 
money is used to attract customers and, in the 
political arena, influence and mobilise voters.

While the influence of money in politics 
is pervasive – and probably inherently un-
democratic – it seems unlikely that spend-
ing money to deploy social media to boost 
an electoral message is any more a breach 
of human rights than other overt political 
uses of money.

Yet the extraordinary scale and preci-
sion of its manipulative reach might justify 
differential treatment of social media com-
pared to other advertising, as its manipula-
tive political effects arguably undermine 
democratic choices.

As with mass data collection, perhaps 
it may eventually be concluded that that 
reach is simply incompatible with demo-
cratic and human rights.

‘Fake news’
Finally, there is the issue of the spread of 
misinformation.

While paid advertising may not breach 
human rights, “fake news” distorts and 
poisons democratic debate. It is one thing 
for millions of voters to be influenced by 
precisely targeted social media messages, 
but another for maliciously false messages 
to influence and manipulate millions – 
whether paid for or not.

In a Declaration on Fake News, several 
UN and regional human rights experts said 
fake news interfered with the right to know 
and receive information – part of the gen-
eral right to freedom of expression.

Its mass dissemination may also distort 
rights to participate in public affairs. Russia 
and Cambridge Analytica (assuming allega-
tions in both cases to be true) have demon-
strated how social media can be “weapon-
ised” in unanticipated ways.

Yet it is difficult to know how social me-
dia companies should deal with fake news. 
The suppression of fake news is the sup-
pression of speech – a human right in itself.

The preferred solution outlined in the 
Declaration on Fake News is to develop 
technology and digital literacy to enable 
readers to more easily identify fake news. 
The human rights community seems to be 
trusting that the proliferation of fake news 
in the marketplace of ideas can be correct-
ed with better ideas rather than censorship.

However, one cannot be complacent 

in assuming that “better speech” triumphs 
over fake news. A recent study concluded 
fake news on social media:

… diffused significantly farther, faster, 
deeper, and more broadly than the truth in 
all categories of information.

Also, internet “bots” apparently spread 
true and false news at the same rate, which 
indicates that:

… false news spreads more than the 
truth because humans, not robots, are 
more likely to spread it.

The depressing truth may be that hu-
man nature is attracted to fake stories over 
the more mundane true ones, often be-
cause they satisfy predetermined biases, 
prejudices and desires. And social media 
now facilitates their wildfire spread to an 
unprecedented degree.

Perhaps social media’s purpose – the 
posting and sharing of speech – cannot 
help but generate a distorted and tainted 
marketplace of fake ideas that undermine 
political debate and choices, and perhaps 
human rights.

What next?
It is premature to assert the very collection 
of massive amounts of data is irreconcilable 
with the right to privacy (and even rights re-
lating to democratic governance).

Similarly, it is premature to decide that 
micro-targeting manipulates the political 
sphere beyond the bounds of democratic 
human rights.

Finally, it may be that better speech and 
corrective technology will help to undo fake 
news’ negative impacts: it is premature to 
assume that such solutions won’t work.

However, by the time such conclusions 
may be reached, it may be too late to do 
much about it. It may be an example where 
government regulation and international 
human rights law – and even business acu-
men and expertise – lags too far behind 
technological developments to appreciate 
their human rights dangers.

At the very least, we must now seriously 
question the business models that have 
emerged from the dominant social media 
platforms. Maybe the internet should be 
rewired from the grassroots, rather than be 
led by digital oligarchs’ business needs.

S
cientists and policy-
makers need satellite 
data to understand 
and address climate 

change. Yet data from more 
than half of unclassified 
Earth-observing satellites is 
restricted in some way, rather 
than shared openly.

When governments re-
strict who can access data, or 
limit how people can use or 
redistribute it, that slows the 
progress of science. Now, as 
U.S. climate funding is under 
threat, it’s more important 
than ever to ensure that re-
searchers and others make 
the most of the collected 
data.

Why do some nations 
choose to restrict satellite 
data, while others make it 
openly available? My book, 
“Open Space,” uses a series of 
historical case studies, as well 
as a broad survey of national 
practices, to show how eco-
nomic concerns and agency 
priorities shape the way na-
tions treat their data.

The price of data
Satellites can collect compre-
hensive data over the oceans, 
arctic areas and other sparse-
ly populated zones that are 
difficult for humans to moni-
tor. They can collect data 
consistently over both space 
and time, which allows for a 

high level of accuracy in cli-
mate change research.

For example, scientists 
use data from the U.S.-Ger-
man GRACE satellite mission 
to measure the mass of the 
land ice in both the Arctic 
and Antarctic. By collecting 
data on a regular basis over 
15 years, GRACE demonstrat-
ed that land ice sheets in both 
Antarctica and Greenland 
have been losing mass since 
2002. Both lost ice mass more 
rapidly since 2009.

Satellites collect valuable 
data, but they’re also expen-
sive, typically ranging from 
US$100 million to nearly $1 
billion per mission. They’re 
usually designed to operate 
for three to five years, but 
quite often continue well be-
yond their design life.

Many nations attempt 
to sell or commercialize 
data to recoup some of the 
costs. Even the U.S. National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration and the Eu-
ropean Space Agency – agen-
cies that now make nearly all 
of their satellite data openly 
available – attempted data 
sales at an earlier stage in 
their programs. The U.S. 
Landsat program, originally 
developed by NASA in the 
early 1970s, was turned over 
to a private firm in the 1980s 
before later returning to gov-

ernment control. Under these 
systems, prices often ranged 
from hundreds to thousands 
of dollars per image.

In other cases, agency pri-
orities prevent any data ac-
cess at all. As of 2016, more 
than 35 nations have been 
involved in the development 
or operation of an Earth ob-
servation satellite. In many 
cases, nations with small or 
emerging space programs, 
such as Egypt and Indonesia, 
have chosen to build rela-
tively simple satellites to give 
their engineers hands-on ex-
perience.

Since these programs aim 
to build capacity and demon-
strate new technology, rather 
than distribute or use data, 
data systems don’t receive 
significant funding. Agencies 
can’t afford to develop data 
portals and other systems 
that would facilitate broad 
data access. They also often 
mistakenly believe that de-
mand for the data from these 
experimental satellites is low.

If scientists want to en-
courage nations to make 
more of their satellite data 
openly available, both of 
these issues need to be ad-
dressed.

Promoting access
Since providing data to one 
user doesn’t reduce the 
amount available for every-
one else, distributing data 

widely will maximize the 
benefits to society. The more 
that open data is used, the 
more we all benefit from new 
research and products.

In my research, I’ve found 
that making data freely avail-
able is the best way to make 
sure the greatest number 
of people access and use it. 
In 2001, the U.S. Geological 
Survey sold 25,000 Landsat 
images, a record at the time. 
Then Landsat data was made 
openly available in 2008. In 
the year following, the agency 
distributed more than 1 mil-
lion Landsat images.

For nations that believe 
demand for their data is low, 
or that lack resources to in-
vest in data distribution sys-
tems, economic arguments 
alone are unlikely to spur ac-
tion. Researchers and other 
user groups need to raise 
awareness of the potential 
uses of this data and make 
clear to governments their 
desire to access and use it.

Intergovernmental or-
ganizations like the Group on 
Earth Observations can help 
with these efforts by connect-
ing research and user com-
munities with relevant gov-
ernment decision-makers. 
International organizations 
can also encourage sharing 
by providing nations with 
global recognition of their 
data-sharing efforts. Techni-
cal and logistical assistance 

- helping to set up data por-
tals or hosting foreign data in 
existing portals - can further 
reduce the resource invest-
ment required by smaller 
programs.

Promise for future
Satellite technology is im-
proving rapidly. I believe that 
agencies must find ways to 
take advantage of these de-
velopments while continuing 
to make data as widely avail-
able as possible.

Satellites are collecting 

more data than ever before. 
Landsat 8 collected more 
data in its first two years of 
operation than Landsat 4 and 
5 collected over their com-
bined 32-year lifespan. The 
Landsat archive currently 
grows by a terabyte a day.

This avalanche of data 
opens promising new possi-
bilities for big data and ma-
chine learning analyses – but 
that would require new data 
access systems. Agencies are 
embracing cloud technology 
as a way to address this chal-

lenge, but many still struggle 
with the costs. Should agen-
cies pay commercial cloud 
providers to store their data, 
or develop their own sys-
tems? Who pays for the cloud 
resources needed to carry out 
the analysis: agencies or us-
ers?

Satellite data can con-
tribute significantly to a 
wide range of areas – climate 
change, weather, natural dis-
asters, agricultural develop-
ment and more – but only if 
users can access the data.
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DMK Working President M K Stalin during the  mega rally seeking immediate constitution of a manage-
ment board, in Tiruchirapalli on Saturday.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with his Nepalese counterpart Khadga Prasad Oli during the inauguration 
of India-Nepal petroleum products pipeline and the Integrated Check Post (ICP), at Hyderabad House, in 
New Delhi on Saturday.
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DMK leader Stalin kickstarts mega rally over Cauvery issue 

Rahul attacks Modi over Rafale deal

Organ donation made 
part of school syllabus 
in Maharashtra 

Mayawati denounces Amit Shah’s 
remarks against opposition

Teacher, two others 
arrested in Himachal for 
CBSE Class 12 paper leak 

Mevani asks people to ‘disrupt’ 
Modi rally in Karnataka

Allocation of cases should be 
transparent, not arbitrarily — SC judge

Two arrested in Kashmir for militant activities

India, Nepal agree to boost 
security, connectivity, trade ties 

Tiruchirappalli, April 7 
(PTI): DMK Working Presi-
dent M K Stalin today be-
gan a mega rally over the 
Cauvery issue, that will 
cover the delta regions of 
Tamil Nadu, seeking imme-
diate setting up of a man-
agement board to ensure 
release of water for farmers.

Days after holding a 
state-wide shutdown 
steered by his party on the 
river water issue, Stalin be-
gan his rally from the dry 
river banks of river Cauvery 
at suburban Mukkombu 
here, in which tens of hun-
dreds of cadres of DMK and 
other opposition parties 
participated.

State secretaries of 
the CPI(M) and CPI, K 
Balakrishnan and R Muth-
arasan respectively and 
VCK chief Thol Thirumava-
lavan, MMK leader M H 
Jawahirullah were among 
those who accompanied 
Stalin in his Cauvery yatra.

The DMK working chief 
lambasted the AIADMK 
regime for allegedly not tak-
ing action on the Cauvery 
issue and recalled his party-
led protests and a shut-
down on April 5 to bring 
pressure on the Centre over 
the matter. Stalin said the 
present rally now was in 
continuation of such pro-
grammes on the Cauvery 
issue. “This rally is not for 
political reasons. We have 
to get our rights (on Cau-

very) and you (opposition 
leaders) have understood 
this,” Stalin, who success-
fully brought the opposi-
tion together on the issue 
against the central and 
state governments, said.

Stalin blamed the State 
government for waiting 
till the end of the Supreme 
Court set March 29 dead-
line for mounting pressure 
on the Centre for constitu-
tion of the Cauvery Man-
agement Board.

The DMK leader said 
a recent cabinet meet 
chaired by Chief Minis-
ter K Palaniswami did not 
even formally request the 
Centre to form CMB, leave 
alone condemning it on the 
matter.

The DMK leader who is 

also the Leader of the Op-
position in the Assembly, 
said the Centre should have 
immediately swung into 
action to implement the 
“clear and final verdict,” of 
the Supreme Court on the 
Cauvery issue.

A new ‘rally song’ by 
DMK “Tamizha,Tamizha,” 
which blames the Central 
and State governments on 
the issue, was played.

The “Cauvery Rights 
Retrieval Yatra,” is being 
held in two phases.

While the Stalin-led ral-
ly began here today, anoth-
er similar journey, to be led 
by former Union Minister A 
Raja and other senior DMK 
leaders, will begin on April 9 
from Ariyalur district.Both 
rallies would converge at 

Cuddalore on April 13.
Later, Stalin is sched-

uled to call on Governor 
Banwarilal Purohit and 
present him the Cauvery 
resolutions seeking the 
CMB. “Protect the farm-
ers,” he told the gathering 
of cadres of opposition par-
ties. CPI(M) State Secretary 
K Balakrishnan said the 
State government ‘does not 
have the guts’ to question 
the Centre for filing a plea in 
the Supreme Court seeking 
“three months time” over 
the Cauvery issue without 
constituting the CMB.

The rally signified peo-
ple, parties and farmers 
standing together over the 
Cauvery issue to pressure 
the Centre to get the CMB 
formed, he said.

Mumbai, April 7 (PTI): 
Secondary school students 
in Maharashtra will now be 
educated on organ dona-
tion.

A chapter on this issue 
has been incorporated 
in the new science book 
of Class 10 from the next 
academic year with an 
aim to create awareness 
about organ and cadaver 
donation.

The chapter incorpo-
rates information related 
to organ donation, its im-
portance and procedure, 
a government release said 
here today 

Information related 
to cadaver (whole body) 
donation also finds a men-
tion in the chapter. This 
has been included to en-
sure children get knowl-
edge on the issue, it said.

Education Minister 
Vinod Tawde said impart-
ing knowledge about or-
gan donation to young 
children will help create 
awareness about the sub-
ject in the society.

The chapter includes 
details about which organs 
can be donated and how 
they are useful to save peo-
ple’s lives.

The new syllabus will 
be implemented from the 
coming academic year 
(2018-19), it added.

Lucknow, April 7 (PTI): 
Condemning BJP presi-
dent Amit Shah for making 
“indecent” remarks against 
opposition parties, BSP 
chief Mayawati today said 
the people of Uttar Pradesh 
had taught a lesson to the 
ruling party when similar 
language was used by Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
before the Lok Sabha by-
polls for two seats.

“Intoxicated by power, 
BJP leaders are taking the 
people of the country for 
fools... The indecent and 
undemocratic language 
used by BJP president Amit 
Shah during the Mumbai 
meeting is condemnable,” 
Mayawati said in a state-
ment here.

“Similar language was 

used by UP CM Adityanath 
before the Lok Sabha by-
elections in Phulpur and 
Gorakhpur for which peo-
ple gave them a befitting 
reply,” she said.

“Shah’s statement is 
enough to prove how low 
the party has fallen under 
the leadership of the Guru 
(Narendra Modi) and the 
Chela (Amit Shah),” Maya-
wati said, and asked if such 
indecency suits the ruling 
party.

The BSP supremo was 
reacting to Shah’s attack on 
the “so-called” opposition 
unity stating that PM Modi 
had spooked “cats, dogs, 
snakes and mongoose to 
unite” at a rally.

He made the remark on 
the BJP’s Foundation Day 

New Delhi/Shimla, April 
7 (IANS): A Special Inves-
tigation Team of Delhi Po-
lice has arrested a teach-
er of a private school, a 
clerk and a support staff 
from Himachal Pradesh 
on charges of leaking the 
CBSE Class 12 Economics 
paper, an officer said on 
Saturday.

The SIT found out that 
the Economics paper was 
leaked in handwritten for-
mat two days prior to the 
exam held on March 26, a 
Delhi Police official said.

Police in Himachal 
identified the teacher as 
Rakesh Kumar, of the DAV 
Centenary Public School 
in Una. The other two were 
also taken into custody 
and taken to the national 
capital by the police.

“The SIT has inter-
rogated over 70 people, 
including ‘WhatsApp’ 
admins, school teachers, 
ground staff, students and 
others in connection with 
the leak.

“It traced the transmis-
sion of the leak, including 
its point of origin and who 
all were the beneficiaries. 

“Finally on the basis of 
crucial clues and leads the 
arrests were made from 
Himachal Pradesh,” Spe-
cial Commissioner of Po-
lice R.P. Upadhyaya said.

DAV Centenary Public 
School Principal Atul Ma-
hajan told IANS the police 
team came and questioned 
him about the paper leak.

The investigators had 
sought the deleted chats 
and contexts shared by 
the group members and 
the Whatsapp admins 
amongst each others. Via 
an email to the ‘Whatsapp’ 
Headquarters in Califor-
nia in US, the team was 
able to revive the deleted 
conversation that cracked 
the case. 

The Central Board 
of Secondary Education 
academic unit at Rouse 
Avenue had on March 
26 received some sheets 
of handwritten answers 
of Economics paper in a 
blank envelope before the 
exam commenced.

On April 1, three others, 
including two teachers of 
a convent school, were ar-
rested in the case.

Bengaluru, April  7 
(IANS): Gujarat inde-
pendent legislator Jig-
nesh Mevani on Friday 
asked people to disrupt 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s rally here on 
April 15 to question him 
about his job creation 
promises.

“People should en-
ter the BJP’s rally where 
Modi is set to campaign 
for the party in Ben-
galuru on April 15 and 
disrupt it by throwing 
chairs in the air. They 
should draw his atten-
tion by disturbing the 
rally and ask him on the 

2 crore jobs he promised 
to create for the youth,” 
he told reporters at Chi-
tradurga, about 200km 
from here.

B J P ’s  s t a t e  u n i t 
spokesman Shantaram, 
however, told IANS that 
the party was not hold-
ing any rally in Bengalu-
ru on April 15 or Modi 
was coming here to ad-
dress it.

“We have lodged 
a complaint against 
Mevani with the Chi-
tradurga Deputy Com-
missioner for making 
provocative remarks 
against Modi and insti-

New Delhi, April 7 (IANS): 
Justice J. Chelameswar, the 
senior-most Supreme Court 
judge after the Chief Jus-
tice of India, on Saturday 
said allocation of important 
and sensitive cases to differ-
ent benches should be done 
transparently and not in an 
arbitrary manner.

Buttressing his point that 
not everything was right in 
the allocation of cases, Jus-
tice Chelameswar said: “You 
come and walk in the cor-
ridor of the Supreme Court 
and you will hear that the al-
location of cases is not trans-
parent.”

He was talking to Journal-
ist Karan Thapar at an event, 
“Role of Judiciary in Democ-
racy”, organised by Harvard 
Club of India here. The con-
versation went on for about 
90 minutes.

“Some system is required 
to be set-up so that these 
problems don’t arise.”

Responding to a question 
whether he apprehended 
government blocking the el-
evation of Justice Ranjan Go-
goi as the next Chief Justice 
of India after Justice Dipak 
Misra retires, he said: “I am 
not an astrologer. I hope it 
will not happen. If it happens 

then it will prove what we had 
said in the press conference 
(on January 12, 2018).”

He was one of the judges 
who held an unprecedented 
press conference in January, 
mounting a virtual revolt 
against the chief justice and 
listing a litany of problems 
that they said were plaguing 
the country’s highest court.

Responding to a question 
that most of PILs and other 
matters were listed before the 
Chief Justice’s court, Justice 
Chelameswar said: “He is 
master of rolls. Let him do it 
if he wants to do everything. 
I will like to do minimal work 
in next 49 days before my 
retirement.”

He sought to erase the 
impression that difference 
on some issues affected their 
relationship with the CJI. 
“Differences are on issues. 
That does not mean that we 
don’t see see eye to eye. In last 
10 days, matters relating to 
four High Courts were dealt 
(by the collegium).” 

Defending his decision to 
direct the listing of the medi-
cal scam case before a bench 
of five senior most judges 
after the CJI, Justice Chela-
meswar noted that in the dis-
proportionate assets case in-

volving late Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister Jayalalithaa, the 
judgement was pronounced 
one year after the order was 
reserved.

On the appointment of 
judges by the collegium, he 
said said that at no stage 
there was a suggestion for its 
scrapping but inclusion of an 
element of civil society and 
the government. “Sometimes 
revisiting (of a system) is re-
quired to assess the efficient 
working of the system,” he 
said.

On the controversy on 
the collegium recommend-
ing the elevation of Justice 
P. Krishna Bhat to Karnataka 
High Court, Justice Chela-
meswar said that his name 
was cleared twice by the 
collegium and if the govern-
ment still had any reserva-
tion, they could have written 
to the collegium but instead 
wrote to the Chief Justice of 
the Karnataka High Court 
who “unfortunately” acted 
on it.

On the pendency of more 
than 50,000 cases, he said that 
not all cases should come 
to the Supreme Court and 
faulted the existing system of 
division benches hearing the 
matters.

Srinagar, April 7 (IANS): The Jammu and 
Kashmir Police said on Saturday that it 
arrested two over-ground workers of Zakir 
Musa led Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind in south 
Kashmir’s Pulwama district, recovering 
cash and a hand grenade from them.

A police officer said that during rou-
tine checking police and army jointly 
apprehended one OGW named Rafiq 
Ahmad Dar from whose possession one 
hand grenade was recovered.

“During questioning he confessed 

that he was working for Zakir Musa led 
outfit. On his identification another OGW 
named Abdul Majid alias Raja Gada was 
arrested from whose possession Rupees 
5.37 lakh were recovered.

“The two confessed that the amount 
had been given to them by Zakir Musa to 
buy weapons for the outfit, the two have 
admitted that the amount recovered from 
them had been looted by the militants 
from two branches of the J&K Bank in 
December last year.

New Delhi, April 7 (IANS): 
After months of stress in 
ties, India and Nepal on 
Saturday agreed to crank-
up cooperation in con-
nectivity, trade, agricul-
ture and border security as 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi gave an assurance 
that New Delhi remains 
committed to strengthen-
ing the partnership as per 
Nepal’s priorities.

Seeking to readjust the 
ties, Nepal Prime Minis-
ter K.P. Sharma Oli, on a 
three-day visit to India, 
held wide-ranging talks 
with Modi, who also as-
sured the visiting leader 
that India would always 
back Nepal in its quest for 
development.

A joint statement is-
sued after the talks said 
Prime Minister Oli stated 
that his government at-
taches high importance 
to further strengthening 
friendly relations with In-
dia. He expressed the de-
sire of the Government 
of Nepal to develop bilat-
eral relations in a way so 
as to benefit from India’s 
progress and prosperity for 
economic transformation 
and development.

Oli, who has devel-
oped closer ties with China 
with a known pro-Beijing 
stance, said he has come 
to India “with a mission” to 
take bilateral ties based on 
“principles of equality and 

New Delhi, April 7 (IANS): 
Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi on Saturday at-
tacked Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi over an 
alleged scam in the Rafale 
fighter aircraft deal with 
France.

Issuing a “Modi Scam 
Alert!” Gandhi tweeted: 
“$15 billion fighter jet deal 
re-tendered. Prime Minis-
ter’s friends race to tie up 
strategic partners. 

“RAFALE, (Rs) 40,000 
crore loss to exchequer 

was “Sayonara” (bye bye 
in Japenese) money to 
French, so Prime Minister 
could re-tender contract 
and favour friends.” 

Gandhi’s comment 
came in the wake of a 
news report which stated 
that India is looking to buy 
more than 100 new fighter 
jets which were eventu-
ally expected to cost up-
wards of Rs 100,000 crore 
or about $15 billion.

His party has been 
long alleging that the deal 

of 36 Rafale fighter jets 
with the French govern-
ment was finalised by 
the the Bharatiya Janata 
Party-ruled Centre at a 
higher price than the pre-
vious deal for 126 medium 
multi-role combat aircraft 
(MMRCA) negotiated by 
the Congress led-United 
Progressive Alliance gov-
ernment. 

The Congress has been 
pushing the Centre to re-
veal the price of the deal, 
but the Modi government 
has not relented. Defence 
Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman has said the price 
cannot be revealed due to 
national security issue.

In d i a  a n d  Fr a n c e 
signed an agreement in 
March on the Exchange 
and Reciprocal Protection 
of Classified or Protected 
Information during the 
visit of French President 
Emmanuel Macron, re-
placing an earlier pact 
signed in 2008. It defines 
the common security reg-
ulations applicable to any 
exchange of classified and 
protected information be-
tween the two countries.justice” to newer heights 

but “commensurate with 
the realities of the 21st 
Century”.

He said the two coun-
tries agreed to put on fast-
er tracks all connectivity 
projects, announcing that 
a new railway line will be 
built “with India’s financial 
support” to connect the 
border city of Raxaul in 
India to Kathmandu in 
Nepal.

The objective, accord-
ing to a joint statement, is 

to expand “connectivity” 
between the two neigh-
bours and “enhance peo-
ple-to-people linkages and 
promote economic growth 
and development”.

Prime Ministers Modi 
and Oli also recognised 
the untapped potential of 
inland waterways between 
the countries that can con-
tribute in an overall eco-
nomic development of the 
Himalayan region.

This will enable cost 
effective and efficient 

movement of cargo and 
greatly impact the growth 
of business and economy 
of Nepal.

The connectivity pro-
posals are significant and 
come nearly two years 
after China in March 2016 
agreed to construct a stra-
tegic railway link with Ne-
pal through Tibet to reduce 
the Kathmandu’s total de-
pendence on India.

That year China also 
signed a transit trade treaty 
with Nepal that completely 

depends on Indian sea 
ports for third-country 
trade. Apart from this, Chi-
na is also building three 
highways connecting Ne-
pal and these roads are ex-
pected to be ready by 2020.

T h e  Ne p a l - C h i n a 
agreements came at a time 
when Kathmandu-New 
Delhi ties started soaring 
after a border blockade in 
2015-16. Many in Kath-
mandu blamed India for 
the 135-day blockade from 
September, 2015 to Feb-
ruary, 2016 that crippled 
Nepal’s economy.

China expanding its 
strategic base in Nepal 
sparked concerns in In-
dia that it was losing its 
foothold in its immedi-
ate backyard despite its 
“neighbourhood first” 
policy.

But Oli’s April 6-8 visit 
indicated a new India-
Nepal bonhomie during 
which he and Modi an-
nounced enhanced secu-
rity ties, particularly on 
borders to curb curb mis-
use of open boundaries 
between the two countries.

He said his country 
always accorded “great 
importance” to its ties with 
India as the two neigh-
bours have many “things 
to offer each other”.

This is Oli’s first foriegn 
trip after returning to pow-
er for the second term in 
February.

in Mumbai yesterday.
The BSP chief said it 

was because of such “ego-
istical and anti-poor at-
titude” that even the BJP’s 
partners had come out 
against the party.

She flayed the govern-
ment for resorting to “every 
tactic” to foil discussion on 
the no-trust motion and 
stalling the proceedings of 
Parliament.

Blaming the govern-
ment for the stalemate 
in Parliament, Mayawati 
said that “since so many 
serious cases have sur-
faced, the BJP is not in 
a position to face the 
charges and therefore, the 
houses were adjourned 
continuously”.

The Modi government 
was well aware if discus-
sion was held on the no-
trust motion, it would have 
brought its “anti-poor, anti-
farmers, pro-capitalists 
policies, corruption and 
bank scams to the fore and 
would have put it in the 
dock in the election year”, 
Mayawati said.

The government and 
not the Opposition need-
ed to give a clarification 
on the Budget Session 
being washed off, she 
added.

gating people to disrupt 
his rally,” he said.

In a video clip that 
has gone viral on the so-
cial media, Mevani was 
also heard telling report-
ers that the BJP should 
not be allowed to enter 
south India again.

“If Modi does not 
answer, he should be 
asked to leave the office 
and take shelter at a Ram 
mandir in the Himala-
yas,” he said.

Clarifying that he was 
not supporting or cam-
paigning for any party 
in Karnataka ahead of 
the May 12 assembly 
election, Mevani said he 
was touring the state to 
awake the masses about 
the risk of fascism and 
ensure that the BJP does 
not enter south India 
again.

BJP’s Chitradurga 
district unit president 
K.S. Naveen filed a com-
plaint against Mevani 
with the returning of-
ficer, seeking action 
against him for attempt-
ing to instigate people 
and incite violence in 
the state ahead of the 
assembly election.



Jerusalem, April 7 (IANS): About 
20,000 Palestinians participated 
in protests dubbed the “Friday of 
Tires” along the Israel-Gaza border.

During the violent confronta-
tions with Israeli border soldiers on 
Friday, eight Palestinians were killed 
and about 1,300 others wounded, 
reports Xinhua news agency.

Earlier on Friday, the UN hu-
man rights office deplored the 
reported use of “excessive force” by 
Israeli soldiers during the March 30 
protests in Gaza, where at least 16 
people were killed and more than 
1,000 others injured.

Friday’s protest, however, was 
smaller in scale than that of last 
week, which was estimated to bring 
together about 30,000 Palestinians.

The Israeli military responded 
with riot dispersal means, and 
fired in accordance with the rules 
of engagement, the Israeli Defence 
Forces (IDF) said in a statement.

Attempts were made by Pal-
estinians to infiltrate into Israel 
under the cover of a smoke screen, 
in addition to explosive devices and 
firebombs thrown toward IDF sol-
diers and attempts to damage the 
security fence, the IDF said.

“The IDF will not allow any 
harm of the security infrastructure 
or the security fence that protects 
Israeli civilians, and will act against 
the violent rioters and terrorists 
who attempt to do so,” it added.

The Israeli military on Thursday 
threatened Hamas with a tough-
er military response to another 
planned Friday demonstration on 
Israel’s border with Gaza. 

The six-week protest campaign 
“March of Return” to mark Land 
Day, is an annual commemoration 
of a 1976 protest against Israeli con-
fiscation of Arab-owned land

Jerusalem, April 7 (IANS): 
The number of Palestin-
ians killed by Israeli securi-
ty forces during protests in 
the Gaza Strip has climbed 
to 10 while over 1,000 oth-
ers were wounded by bul-
lets, Palestinian officials 
said on Saturday.

The incident occurred 
on Friday when the Israeli 
Army opened fire on pro-
testers near the border 
with Israel, Efe news re-
ported. Gaza Health Min-
istry spokesperson Ashraf 
Al Qedra confirmed that 
10 people had died dur-
ing the clashes. He added 
that 1,354 people were 
wounded, including 491 
by ammunition and ex-
plosives. 

The so-called “March 
of Return” campaign con-
vened by Palestinian fac-
tions in Gaza started on 
March 30 with demon-
strations, marches and 
sit-ins near the border 
with Israel. Since then, 32 
Palestinians have died in 
the Gaza Strip. 

The six-week protest 
campaign to mark Land 
Day, is an annual com-

memoration of a 1976 pro-
test against Israeli con-
fiscation of Arab-owned 
land.

Israel deployed snipers 
along the border fence and 
warned it would not allow 
anyone to cross or ap-
proach, or put the security 
of its citizens in danger.

O n  Fr i d a y,  a b o u t 
20,000 Palestinians partici-
pated in protests dubbed 
the “Friday of Tires” at the 
border, according to the 
Israeli Army. It accused 
the protesters of “terrorist 
acts” such as launching 
explosives and incendiary 
objects and damaging a 
security fence.

Meanwhile, the UN 
human rights office de-
plored the reported use of 
“excessive force” by Israeli 
soldiers during the March 
30 protests in Gaza, where 
at least 16 people were 
killed and more than 1,000 
others injured. 

Friday’s protest, how-
ever, was smaller in scale 
than that of last week, 
which was estimated 
to bring together about 
30,000 Palestinians.

Seoul, April 7 (PTI/AP): North Korea 
today called disgraced former South 
Korean President Park Geun-hye a 
“traitor” responsible for “extra-large 
hideous corruption,” in its first 
reaction to the sentencing of Park 
to 24 years in prison on corruption 
charges.

The insults carried by the North’s 
official Korean Central News Agency 
came a day after the Seoul Central 
District Court found Park guilty on 
a variety of charges, including abus-
ing her power and taking tens and 
millions of dollars from companies 
in bribes and through extortion. She 
had been under arrest since March 
last year.

The relations between the Koreas 

were terrible while the conservative 
Park was in office as she took a hard 
line after the North accelerated its 
nuclear weapons and missile tests 
in 2016.

For years, North Korea’s state 
media used extremely violent and 
sexist language to criticize Park, call-
ing her a “prostitute” for the United 
States and a “murderous demon” 
destined to meet “a sudden and 
violent death.” 

In June last year, North Korea 
vowed to execute Park and her spy 
chief, accusing them of planning 
to assassinate the Norths supreme 
leadership, an allegation the Souths 
National Intelligence Service de-
nied.

Millions of South Koreans pro-
tested for Parks ouster before an 
opposition-controlled parliament 
voted to impeach her in December 
2016. Park was formally removed 
from office and arrested in March 
last year. She called her trial political 
revenge and declined to attend court 
sessions. 

Park still has her supporters most 
of them in their 50s, 60s and 70s who 
spent the past year passionately 
rallying for her release. Thousands 
of pro-Park supporters angrily but 
peacefully marched near Seouls 
presidential palace on Saturday, 
swinging South Korean and US flags 
and denouncing the courts verdict 
as “judicial murder.” 

Berlin, April 7 (PTI/AFP): 
Several people were killed 
and injured today when 
a vehicle ploughed into 
pedestrians in the German 
city of Muenster before the 
driver killed himself, police 
and local media said.

A police spokeswoman 
in the western city told 
AFP that the driver of the 
vehicle “shot himself” af-
ter driving into a crowd of 
people and leaving about 
30 bystanders with injuries.

“There are deaths and 
injured. Please avoid the 
area, we are on scene,” 
the regional police service 
said on Twitter. Police also 
urged people to refrain 
from spreading “specula-
tion” about the incident.

According to the online 
edition of the Spiegel mag-
azine, German authorities 
were “assuming” the inci-
dent was an attack, though 
there was no immediate 
official confirmation of 
a motive. Images broad-
cast by German television 
showed several police and 
firefighting vehicles clus-
tered around a street in the 
centre of the picturesque 
medieval city of 300,000 
people.

Armed police were de-

ployed and officers urged 
residents to avoid the city 
centre to allow investiga-
tors to get to work.

Germany has experi-
enced a number of terror 
attacks in recent years, in-
cluding through the deadly 
use of vehicles.

I n  D e c e m b e r  1 9 , 
2016, Tunisian national 
Anis Amri, 24, hijacked 
a truck and slammed it 
into a crowd of people at a 
Christmas market in Ber-
lin, killing 12 people and 
injuring 48.

Amri was shot dead by 
Italian police in Milan four 
days later after travelling 
through several European 
countries. The Islamic State 
(IS) group claimed respon-
sibility for that attack.

IS also claimed several 
similar attacks in Europe, 
including a rampage along 
Barcelonas Las Ramblas 
boulevard in August 2017 
that killed 14 and left more 
than 100 injured. 

The deadliest such in-
cident in recent years was 
in the French resort city 
of Nice in 2016, where a 
man rammed a truck into a 
crowd on Frances national 
July 14 holiday, killing 86 
people.

Washington, April 7 (IANS): US Presi-
dent Donald Trump is going to skip the 
White House Correspondents Associa-
tion Dinner this year, continuing a boy-
cott that began in his first year in office, 
the White House has announced.

The White House, however, said that 
the President will send his Press Sec-
retary Sarah Huckabee Sanders to the 
event, US media reported.

“The White House has informed us 
that the President does not plan to par-
ticipate in this year’s dinner but that he 
will actively encourage members of the 
executive branch to attend and join us 
as we celebrate the First Amendment,” 
White House Correspondents’ Associa-
tion President Margaret Talev said in a 
statement.

“In keeping with tradition, Press Sec-
retary Sarah Sanders also will represent 
the administration at the head table,” 
Talev added about the April 28 dinner.

Trump’s decision did not come as 
much of a surprise as a few hours after 

the announcement, he tweeted about 
the “Fake News Media” and said “so 
much of the media is dishonest and 
corrupt!” The President continues to 
dismiss as “fake news” stories that he 
considers unflattering to himself or to 
his administration. 

Trump did not attend the annual gala 
last year either. That boycott marked the 
first time a US President had skipped 
the Washington tradition since Ronald 
Reagan in 1981 when he was recovering 
from an assassination attempt.

The annual event -- streamed live on 
television -- features a comedian who 
roasts the President and the administra-
tion. The President typically returns the 
gesture to the press. Trump was himself 
mocked at the dinner in 2011 by both co-
median Seth Meyers and then President 
Barack Obama, Politico reported. 

This year, Michelle Wolf, a stand-up 
comic and frequent contributor to “The 
Daily Show With Trevor Noah”, will be the 
featured comedian at the event.

Dhaka, April 7 (IANS): Bang-
ladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina has sought the help of 
UN to implement the Bangla-
desh-Myanmar agreement on 
the return of hundreds of thou-
sands of Rohingyas displaced 
from the Rakhine state.

Hasina spoke with UN 
Secretary General Antonio 
Guterres on the issue over 
phone on Friday night and her 
Press Secretary Ihsanul Ka-
rim said the UN chief praised 
Bangladesh for sheltering the 
Rohingya refugees, bdnews24.
com reported on Saturday.

The Bangladeshi leader 
invited Guterres to Bangladesh 
to see first-hand the plights 
of the over one million refu-
gees from Myanmar. Around 
700,000 Rohingya Muslims 
have joined nearly 400,000 
refugees in Bangladesh since 
August 25 when the Myanmar 
forces launched a crackdown 
dubbed “ethnic cleansing” by 
the UN.

Following international 
pressure and condemnation, 
the Myanmar government 
agreed to take back the recently 
arrived Rohingyas and signed 
a deal with Bangladesh on the 
issue earlier this year, but the 
repatriation has not started yet, 
the daily said.

Under the “Physical Ar-
rangement” signed by the two 
sides, Bangladesh would set 
up five transit camps from 
which returnees would be 
taken initially in two reception 
centres on the Myanmar side, 
the Bangladeshi Foreign Min-
istry said.

The UN and international 
agencies and human rights 
organisations had expressed 
concern that the Rohingyas 
would not be repatriated in a 
dignified and safe manner. 

Bangladesh later said the 
UN’s refugee agency UNHCR 
will be involved in the process.

Brasilia, April 7 (IANS): Former 
Brazilian President Luiz Inacio 
Lula da Silva has ignored a dead-
line to surrender to the Federal 
Police and begin serving a 12-
year prison sentence for corrup-
tion, the media reported.

An arrest warrant required 
Lula, 72, to surrender to police by 
5 p.m. on Friday in the southern 
city of Curitiba, reports CNN. 

Instead, he remains at the 
headquarters of Brazil’s Metal-
workers union in the city of Sao 
Bernardo do Campo in Sao Paulo 
state.

Lula’s Workers Party (PT) said 
that the former President was not 
defying the court order, reports 
Efe news.

“There is no disobedience on 
Lula’s part,” PT leader Gleisi Hoff-
man told reporters. 

“The judge gave him the 
option to go to Curitiba to sur-
render and to not exercise that 
option.”

“He decided to stay with the 
union, which is a public place, 
so that everybody, including the 
foreign press that is following 

him, knows his whereabouts,” 
she said.

Sources in the PT and Federal 
Police confirmed that talks were 
continuing between Lula’s attor-
neys and authorities.

Large crowds of Lula support-
ers have gathered there to protest 
in his support.

On Thursday, a federal judge 
ordered Lula’s arrest after the 
country’s Supreme Court ruled 
that he must start serving the 12 
years.

Shortly before Friday’s dead-
line, Brazil’s Superior Court of 
Justice, the nation’s highest ap-
pellate court, rejected a habeas 

corpus request to delay the pris-
on time.

Lula, who governed Brazil 
from 2003 to 2011, had been con-
sidered a frontrunner in elections 
due in October. But the court’s 
decision not to grant his request 
to remain free while appealing 
the conviction has cast doubt 
on his bid to regain power, CNN 
reported.

However, the PT said after 
Thursday’s ruling that the party 
will stick with Lula as its stand-
ard-bearer regardless of his legal 
situation.

In January, an appeals court 
unanimously upheld the cor-
ruption and money laundering 
charges against him, and he was 
handed the prison sentence. 

The former President was ini-
tially found guilty of the charges 
in July 2017.

Lula has strongly denied any 
wrongdoing and said he was a 
victim of political persecution. 

His wife, Marisa Leticia Lula 
da Silva, and six others also were 
charged. However, she died in 
February 2017.

Abu Dhabi, April 7 (IANS): A Dubai-based In-
dian driver has hit a jackpot by winning 12 million 
dirhams in a raffle in Abu Dhabi.

John Varughese, who hails from Kerala, has been 
working as a driver for a private company since he 
came to Dubai in 2016. He won the amount at the 
Big Ticket raffle held at the Abu Dhabi International 
Airport on Tuesday, the Khaleej Times reported.

Varughese said he initially thought it was a late 
April Fool’s Day prank by a friend. “I couldn’t be-
lieve that I could get lucky. April Fool’s Day had just 
passed by and I thought it was some friend pulling 
my leg. I also had doubts if this was a fake call as 
you read about lot of scams happening,” he told 
the daily.

“Even though it was confirmed but I still took a 
while before calling my family back in Kerala. This 
is surreal and the new feeling of being a winner is 
slowly sinking in,” said the new multi-millionaire.

Varughes said he will share prize money with 
four of his friends and will also switch from a basic 
phone to a smartphone.

“I have a small family with wife and two children. 
I will now invest in their future. There is no better 
way to make use of this money than to invest in 
education,” he said.

“I am here (in Dubai) after facing lot of hard-
ships. I will set aside a portion to help the needy too 
as I shouldn’t forget my past days,” Varughese added.

According to data from two of the biggest raffle 
draws in the UAE (Abu Dhabi’s Big Ticket raffle to 
Dubai Duty Free’s Millionaire Draw), Indian nation-
als prove to be most lucky, the daily reported on 
Saturday. 

Of the 312 first prize winners for the Big Ticket 
since it began in 1992, Indian nationals scooped 80 
per cent of the total winnings. And of the 264 win-
ners of the $1 million dirhams at Dubai Duty Free 
since 1999, Indian winners accounted for 125 of the 
total number. 

In January, an Indian expatriate also became a 
multi-millionaire after winning 12 million dirhams 
in the biggest-ever raffle prize money in Abu Dhabi.
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News IN BrIef
Strong quake rattles Papua New 
Guinea
Sydney, April 7 (PTI/AFP): A powerful 6.3-magnitude 
earthquake struck a remote part of Papua New Guinea 
today, US seismologists said, but there were no immediate 
reports of damage. The quake struck at a depth of 10 
kilometres some 195 kilometres west of  the town of  
Mount Hagen, the US Geological Survey said. Much of  
the Pacific nation is mountainous and remote, meaning 
it often takes days for information about damage from 
natural disasters to reach officials and aid agencies. 
The countrys rugged highlands region was hit by a 
7.5-magnitude quake on February 26 that buried homes 
and triggered landslides, killing at least 125 people.

Six killed in twin explosions in 
Mogadishu
Mogadishu, April 7 (IANS): At least six persons 
including two soldiers have been killed and several others 
injured in two separate explosions here. The police and 
witnesses said on Friday the first explosion occurred at a 
checkpoint along the road near the airport in Mogadishu 
after the vehicle had been intercepted by the security 
officers manning the checkpoint. The blast injured three 
soldiers while a bomber died, Xinhua reported. “The 
second blast occurred an hour later at another checkpoint 
in Sei piano in Hodan district (west of Mogadishu) a few 
minutes after Friday prayers,” said a police officer who 
declined to be named. 

Eight militants killed, two Taliban 
hideouts destroyed in Afghanistan
Kabul, April 7 (IANS): At least eight militants have 
been killed and two Taliban hideouts destroyed by 
Afghan Army in the country’s Badakhshan province, 
officials said on Saturday. “Afghan National Army Air 
Force A-29 military planes on Friday afternoon struck 
two Taliban hideouts in Wardoj district. The initial 
information found eight militants lost their lives after 
the sorties,” Army spokesman Hanif Rezai was quoted 
as saying by Xinhua news agency. A hijacked armoured 
military carrier, a heavy gun and three bunkers along 
with weapons and ammunition were also destroyed, 
he said. 

New strikes on Syria’s rebel 
Douma kill 8 civilians: monitor
Beirut, April 7 (PTI/AFP): Air strikes on Syria’s rebel-
controlled Douma killed eight civilians on Saturday, said 
the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, as government 
forces resumed a military blitz of the town.The Britain-
based monitor said it could not confirm whether the 
strikes were carried out by Syrian government warplanes 
or those of its ally, Russia. It was the second day of heavy 
bombardment on Douma, with at least 40 civilians killed 
on Friday in a sudden resumption of strikes after a more 
than week-long lull. The renewed raids appear to be an 
attempt to pressure Jaish al-Islam -- the Islamist group 
that holds the town -- to agree to the regimes terms of a 
withdrawal.  

Pakistan says Kabul accepted its 
offer to revive peace talks
Islamabad, April 7 (PTI/AP): Pakistan’s prime minister 
says Afghanistan has accepted his offer to revive stalled 
peace talks between the Afghan government and the 
Taliban. Shahid Khaqan Abbasi said war is not the solution 
to the decades-long conflict in Afghanistan. His remarks 
today came a day after he visited Kabul and met with 
the Afghan leadership. Pakistan has praised Afghanistan 
President Ashraf Ghanis overture to the Taliban in which 
he offered to recognize the radical religious group as a 
political party. The Taliban have not officially responded 
but have reiterated their demand to talk to the US before 
holding talks with Kabul. 

US embassy car kills motorcyclist 
in Pakistan
Islamabad, April 7 (PTI): A US embassy car hit a 
motorcycle here in Pakistan today, killing a man on the 
spot, according to a media report. The US defence air 
attache, who was driving the white Land Cruiser, hit 
the motorcyclists near Islamabad’s Daman-e-Koh area, 
Geo News reported. The US official was not arrested 
owing to their diplomatic immunity, however, the police 
took custody of the vehicle. A statement released by the 
US Embassy confirmed the accident. The embassy is in 
contact with the local authorities to probe into the incident, 
the statement added.

20,000 Palestinians protest 
along the Israel-Gaza border

Casualty adds to 
clash death toll

N Korea calls imprisoned ex-S Korean president traitor

Several dead as vehicle hits 
crowd in Germanys’ Muenster

Trump to skip WH correspondents’ dinner again Hasina seeks 
UN’s help for 
Rohingya’s return

ex-Brazil president ignores deadline to surrender 

Indian driver wins 12 mn. 
dirham lottery in UAE

AP/PTI

Relatives mourn during the funeral for Hamdan Abu Amsha, 23, at the family’s house in Beit Hanoun, Gaza Strip, Saturday, March 31, 2018. 
Israel will target “terror organizations” in Gaza if violence along the territory’s border with Israel drags on, the chief military spokesman warned 
Saturday, a day after thousands of Palestinians staged protests near the border fence. 

AP/PTI

Former Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, left, and his lawyer Cristiano Zanin 
leave the Lula Institute building in Sao Paulo, Brazil, Thursday, April 5, 2018. 
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PTI/AP
Sylvester Stallone, left, appears with Philadelphia Mayor Jim Kenney 
in front of the Rocky statue at the Philadelphia Art Museum for a 
“Creed II” photo op, Friday, April 6, 2018, in Philadelphia. 

PTI
Bollywood actor Salman Khan arrives at Jodhpur Airport after he was granted bail in the 1998 
Blackbuck poaching case in which he was earlier sentenced to five years in jail, in Jodhpur on 
Saturday. 

Yesteryear Bollywood actor Raj Kishore passes away
Actor Raj Kishore, who played the role of one of the prisoners in Ramesh Sippy-
directed “Sholay”, passed away last night. He was 85. “He was keeping unwell, 
had some stomach issues. But he was not bedridden. He had suffered a heart 
attack few days back. He passed away late last night at his residence in Gore-
gaon,” said actor Nupur Alankar, a member of Cine and TV Artists’ Association 
(CINTAA). The funeral took place at Aarey Crematorium today morning, he 
said. Some of Raj Kishore’s notable performances were in the films “Padosan”, 
“Deewar”, “Ram Aur Shyam”, “Hare Rama Hare Krishna”, “Karishma Kudrat Kaa”, 
“Aasmaan”, “Bombay To Goa” and “Karan Arjun”. He is survived by wife and a 
son. (PTI)

Salman gets bail, can’t leave country without court permission

Sylvester Stallone returns to Rocky statue Schwarzenegger returns home after open-heart surgery

Grammy nominee 
Raja Kumari eyes 
Bollywood music

A
ctor Salman Khan was 
granted bail by a district 
and sessions court in 
Jodhpur on Saturday 
in the 1998 blackbuck 

poaching case in which he was 
sentenced to five years in jail on 
Thursday.

After spending two nights in 
Jodhpur Central Jail, he left after 
completing all legal formalities 
and headed back to Mumbai in a 
chartered flight. He cannot leave 
the country without the court’s 
permission.

The District and Sessions 
Judge Ravindra Kumar Joshi after 
hearing the arguments of pros-
ecution and defence lawyers, 
pronounced the order at around 
3 pm. The discussion lasted for 
about an hour.

“Arguments were already over 
in the morning but Judge Joshi re-
served the order for post lunch. He 
has to produce personal bail bond 

worth Rs. 50,000 and produce a 
Rs. 25000 surety from two persons 
each who shall guarantee that he 
will agree to all bail conditions,” 
said a defence counsel.

Khan’s sisters “Alvira and 
Arpita” were present during the 
hearing.

Salman Khan was sentenced to 
a five-year term on Thursday for 
killing two blackbucks in 1998 in 
Kankani village, near Jodhpur in 
Rajasthan, while shooting for the 
Bollywood film, “Hum Saath Saath 
hai.” Blackbucks are protected 
under the wildlife laws.

His co-actors Saif Ali Khan, 
Tabu, Saif Ali Khan, Neelam 
Kothari and Sonal Bendre, ac-
companied him during poaching 
but were acquitted by the sessions 
court.

This was the actor’s fourth stint 
in this prison. He has earlier spent 
a total of 18 days in jail in 1998, 
2006 and 2007.

Meanwhile, Rampal Bhawad, 
state president of Bishnoi Tiger 
Force, said that they are disap-
pointed with the decision of court 
to grant bail to Salman and said 
they planned to challenge this in 
high court.

The Bishnoi Samaj had regis-
tered the complaint against Sal-
man for killing the two bluckbucks 
20 years back as they consider the 
blackbuck to be the reincarnation 
of their religious Guru Bhagwan 
Jambeshwar, also known as Jam-
baji. 

Salman Khan will also have to 
appear in the court on May 7 -- 
exactly a month after this bail, said 
a defence counsel.

Meanwhile, Salman’s fans 
cheered outside the court after 
hearing the verdict. 

Hundreds of them were also 
gathered in front of Salman’s resi-
dence ‘Galaxy’ apartment, located 
in Bandra, Mumbai. Some of them 

were holding big posters of their 
favourite film star with some even 
holding hand-written ones that 
read: “We support Salman Khan, 
We love Salman Khan”. Some 
shouted out loud “Salman bhai, 
Zindabad”. To keep the crowd 
under control, Mumbai Police has 
got the area covered with barri-
cades. 

“This incident happened 20 
years ago and the case is going on 
since then. If industry people have 
faith in him for the last 20 years, 
it will remain the same. He has 
steady fan-followers and gave the 
industry crores of business. His 
success says it all,” trade analyst 
Atul Mohan told IANS.

Even some of the Bollywood 
celebrities like Mika Singh, Sonu 
Sood and Adnan Sami expressed 
their joy on Twitter post after bail 
was given to their “brother” Sal-
man.

IANS

H
ollywood 
star Sylvest-
er Stallone 
returned to 
Philadel-

phia’s Rocky statue with a 
new plaque.

Amidst ongoing 
filming for “Creed 2” in 
Philadelphia, Stallone 
returned to the famous 
“Rocky steps” outside the 
Philadelphia Museum of 
Art to place a commemo-
rative plaque and strike 
the classic arms-raised 
pose, reports ew.com.

“This is a dedica-
tion of a plaque that was 
made for the statue 12 
years ago, but believe 
it or not, it had been 
missed placed (sic),” 
Stallone, who played 
the fictional character of 
boxer Rocky Balboa in 

“Rocky” movies, wrote in 
an Instagram post featur-
ing a video of himself and 
Philadelphia Mayor Jim 
Kenney at the statue. 

“Well, it was found 
and I want to thank the 
Mayor Jim Kenney and 
his staff, the Philadelphia 
Police Department, and 
of course the loyal fans 
that braved the cold. 
Keep punching, Philly.” 

The plaque contains 
a version of a quote from 
2006 film “Rocky Balboa”: 
“It’s not how hard you 
hit, it’s how hard you can 
get hit and keep moving 
forward - that’s how win-
ning is done.” 

It is dedicated to “the 
great city of Philadelphia 
and brotherhood of its 
people”.

IANS

V
eteran actor and 
politician Arnold 
Schwarzenegger had 
undergone emergen-
cy open-heart surgery 

and is now recovering at home 
in “fantastic spirits”.

His spokesperson Daniel 
Ketchell shared the news on 
Twitter on Friday, reports eon-
line.com.

“Update: Schwarzenegger 
is headed home!” he initially 
shared on the social media site 
before posting a final update. 
“He was released just before I 
sent that update and he is cur-
rently recovering at home in 
fantastic spirits.”

The 70-year-old underwent 
the operation at a Los Angeles 
area hospital last month.

The planned procedure was 
done to replace a pulmonic valve 
that was originally replaced due 
to a congenital heart defect in 
1997.

According to his spokesper-
son, “The Terminator” star’s first 
words after the procedure were 
“I’m back.”

“It’s true: I’m back! I went to 
sleep expecting to wake up with 
a small incision and woke up 
with a big one-but guess what? I 
woke up, and that’s something to 
be thankful for,” Schwarzeneg-
ger later shared on Twitter. 

“Thank you to the doctors 
and nurses. And I’m truly filled 
with gratitude for all of the kind 
messages.”

IANS

“B
atman V Super-
man: Dawn of 
Justice” star Ben 
Affleck surprised 
a young Batman 

fan, who is suffering from terminal 
cancer.

Earlier this week, Affleck learned 
about an 11-year-old refugee named 
Mukuta who is currently battling 
terminal cancer.

While receiving care at Hospice 
Atlanta, the boy expressed his love 
for all things Batman. As a result, the 
staff put out a request for a superhe-
ro impersonator to help lift Mukuta’s 
spirits, reports eonline.com.

According to NBC affiliate 11 

Alive, the Hollywood actor took a 
break from filming “Triple Frontier” 
in Hawaii to FaceTime with Mukuta. 

“Such a memorable day for 
Mukuta who is a super #Batman 
fan!” the center wrote on Twitter. 

“He received a phone call from 
Ben Affleck. Thanks to the wide-
spread community support and 
helping us deliver on our mission: 
To Improve the Lives of Those We 
Serve.”

Affleck also offered to help fly 
Mukuta’s mother from Zimbabwe 
to Atlanta to be with her son during 
this difficult time.

“Hospice Atlanta and Mukuta’s 
family are so thankful to Ben Affleck, 

who following his FaceTime con-
versation with Mukuta, has gra-
ciously offered to fly his mother 
from Zimbabwe to reunite with 
her son,” the center revealed. 

“A true superhero in action!”
Affleck has been a longtime 

supporter of the refugees from 
Congo. In 2010, he helped found 
the Eastern Congo Initiative, which 
is an advocacy and grant-
making initiative 
focused on working 
with and for the 
people of eastern 
Congo.

IANS

G
rammy-nominated Indian-
American songwriter Raja 
Kumari, also a rapper, 
desires her music -- that she 
uses as a bridge between the 

East and West -- to reach far and wide. 
And so, she wants to get involved in Bol-
lywood as it has a “great impact” on the 
world.

The California-based artiste with 
roots in Andhra Pradesh has been per-
forming in India, appearing on reality 
shows and also teaming up with Indian 
talent for songs.

What else is she planning to explore 
in India? 

“I want to use my time in India wisely 
and explore the opportunities and try 
something new. I want to do more stuff 
in Hindi films. It (Bollywood) has such 
a great impact on the entire world. The 
idea that something I write can reach so 
many more people, that’s exciting for me 
as a musician,” Kumari told IANS over 
phone from Mumbai.

The music scene in India is “com-
pletely different” from that in the US.

“In India everything is Bollywood 
music. It is the most popular genre. The 
genre that we are making (in the US) is a 

new thing here... the independent music. 
“In America, there isn’t much oppor-

tunity for Indian singers in mainstream 
music. It is something that we are trying 
to change,” said the artiste, who was a 
celebrity guest in Amazon Prime Video’s 
Unscripted Original, “The Remix” where 
she collaborated with contestants Yash 
and Kryll to recreate Bollywood number 
“Ankhiyon se goli marein”.

The “City slums” hitmaker also got 
to fulfil her dream of visiting Himachal 
Pradesh, popular for its scenic beauty.

“For the show ‘Lockdown’, (singer-
composer) Kailash Kher and I had to 
remix two songs in our style and shoot 
the music video. It was completely crazy. 
I was lucky to have a partner like Kai-
lashji. He made it really easy for me and 
enjoyable. We shot in Himachal Pradesh. 
That was a dream of mine to go and 
spend time there. It was amazing,” said 
Kumari.

“Lockdown”, a ZEE5 project, is a se-
ries where each episode brings together 
a celebrated Bollywood singer with a 
YouTube singing sensation. Locked in 
one location for a day, these musicians 
collaborate to recreate two songs. 

The musical reality show will also 

feature artistes like Raftaar, Shekhar 
Ravjiani, Gippy Grewal, Shirley Setia, 
Darshan Rawal, Arjun Kanungo and 
Jonita Gandhi.

So is this a competition show?
“We are not competing. We are just 

participating in the opportunity. These 
are collaborations that normally wouldn’t 
happen. Every episode is a challenge,” 
she said.

“The show has been shot all over In-
dia rather than just in a Mumbai studio. 
It’s a cool way to show the beauty of our 
country,” she added.

Without sharing much about the 
two songs that she worked on, the fan of 
Indian classical and fusion music said: “I 
sang in Sanskrit. It was my first time ever. 
That was a big challenge for me. So, it 
was awesome.”

She had previously collaborated with 
notable artistes like Gwen Stefani, Iggy 
Azalea and Fifth Harmony. Is she writing 
for more American or global singers?

“I am working on my own album. I 
will be releasing it this summer. I have 
a lot of songs which I have been doing 
mostly for my album,” said Kumari. But 
she doesn’t want to give up songwriting.

IANS 3.30 pm: Peter Rabbit (eng)

10 am, 12.40 pm, 5 pm, 8 pm: Haaghi

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

‘Blackmail’ collects 
INR 2.81 cr. on opening day

D
irector Abhinay Deo’s 
latest release “Black-
mail” has raked in Rs 
2.81 crore on the first 
day of its release on 

Friday.
The film, a dark comedy, 

stars Irrfan Khan and Kirti 
Kulhari. 

“Blackmail” 
opened on a 

positive note. It 
recorded a fan-
tastic number 
for a dark 
comedy, a 

statement from the film’s makers said.
The film portrays the story of Dev, 

who is so engrossed in his work that 
he can barely make time for his wife. 
One day when he decides to sur-
prise her by going home early with a 
bouquet of flowers, he is left shocked 
to watch his wife in bed with her 
former-lover. 

While normally a man would opt 
for two options either kill his wife or 
kill his wife’s lover, Dev decides to 
blackmail the wife’s lover. 

The film is jointly produced by T-
Series and RDP Motion Pictures.

IANS

Ben Affleck surprises Batman fan battling cancer
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Leander Paes

Pele

NFA general secretary, Neibu Sekhose, along with the referees, organisers and other participants at 
Kohima local ground on April 7.

EM Images
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Tianjin, April 7 (IANS): 
Leander Paes and Rohan 
Bopanna notched up a 
hard fought win in the dou-
bles contest to keep India’s 
chances alive in their Davis 
Cup Asia/Ocenia Group I 
tie against China here on 
Saturday.

The experienced In-
dian combination were 
made to sweat by the spir-
ited Chinese pair of Mo Xin 
Gong and Ze Zhang before 
claiming a 5-7, 7-6 (5), 7-6 
(3) victory.

It was a landmark mo-
ment for the 44-year-old 
Paes as he notched up a 
record 43rd Davis Cup vic-
tory to become the most 
successful player in the 
history of the tennis com-
petition.

Paes was tied on 42 
wins with Italian great 
Nicola Pietrangeli for a long 
time, but the Kolkata born 
star finally surpassed him 
with his 43rd victory.

Panama City, April 7 
(IANS): The trophy tour 
for the 2018 World Cup 
made its way to Panama, 
where President Juan 
Carlos Varela received the 
iconic prize from former 
French football star David 
Trezeguet at the Panama 
Pacifico International Air-
port.

The Boeing 737-300 
that is transporting the 
FIFA World Cup Trophy 
landed here on Friday, re-
ports Efe.

Trezeguet, an ambassa-
dor for the 18-karat, 6.1-kil-
ogram solid gold trophy’s 
global journey, was the last 
to stop of the plane.

He thanked Varela for 
receiving the delegation 
in his country and en-
couraged Panamanians, 
who this summer will 
watch their team com-

pete in a World Cup for 
the first time, to enjoy 
football’s premier tourna-
ment.

“Soon you’ll be able 
to enjoy this World Cup 
moment. Enjoy and go 
Panama!” Trezeguet said.

Roberto Mercade, the 
president of Coca Cola’s 
Latin American Center 
business unit, said it was 
the second time that the 
World Cup trophy had ar-
rived in Panama but that 
this occasion was special 
because the country would 
be making its inaugural 
appearance in the tour-
nament this summer in 
Russia.

Panama was drawn in 
Group G along with Eng-
land, Belgium and Tunisia.

Panama is one of the 
last stops on a 51-nation 
World Cup Trophy Tour 

that began at Moscow’s 
Luzhniki Stadium, which 
will host several games of 
this year’s tournament, 
including the final.

Varela, who declared 
a national holiday when 
the national team quali-
fied for the tournament 
last October, said for his 
part that he was “hon-
oured to receive the Cup 
on behalf of all Panama-
nians.”

“Panama loves and 
supports sports in general, 
but soccer is what they love 
the most,” he said.

The trophy tour will 
travel next to Costa Rica 
this weekend and then 
make stops in Mexico, 
the United States, Ger-
many, Mongolia, China 
and Japan before arriving 
in Vladivostok, Russia, on 
May 1.

Davis Cup: Paes creates world 
record in India’s stunning win 

FIFA World Cup trophy tour stops in Panama

Neymar more like Messi 
than Ronaldo — Pele 

KTC referee clinic begins in Kohima 

Trinity School annual sports meet concludes

Canada junior hockey 
team bus crash kills 14

 

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1782SUD0KU 1622
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1781

 ACROSS
 1. Fragrance
 6. Police officers
 10. Gorillas or chimpanzees
 14. Asian island nation
 15. On top of
 16. Contest
 17. Proxy or delegate
 18. Actress ____ Rogers
 19. Satellite
 20. Mitigates
 22. Black compound of sulfur
 24. Provide interior planking (for  

a ship)
 25. More late
 26. Young cod fishes
 29. ____ Cola
 30. Booty
 31. Tremor or tremblor
 37. Winged
 39. By way of
 40. Large Asian country
 41. Easily spoiled
 44. Friends
 45. Male offspring
 46. Short-legged burrowing rodent
 48. Most destitute
 52. Leaning Tower
 53. Thrown upward
 54. City in Finland
 58. Permits
 59. Great Lake
 61. Son of Abraham (Bible)
 62. Prepare (abbrev.)
 63. Sent to the bottom
 64. River in France
 65. Saturdays (abbrev.)
 66. Collections
 67. Remains inactive

 DOWN
 1. Partly open
 2. Anger
 3. German car manufacturer
 4. Pasta dish
 5. Made initial wager
 6. Desert beast of burden

 7. Safety elevator inventor
 8. British immigrant (derisive
      Australian slang)
 9. Dark green herb
 10. With weapons
 11. 18th century Corsican 

leader Pasquale _____
 12. French for “School”
 13. Spanish for “Mister”
 21. Clamp
 23. Modern-day 

Mesopotamia
 25. Sum

 26. Smack
 27. Singer Nat “King” ____
 28. Lion sound
 29. Baby beds
 32. _____-garde = at the 

forefront
 33. Not commended
 34. Biblical first man
 35. 1,000
 36. Where the sun rises
 38. Donkeys 
 42. One who receives guests
 43. 1928 Best Actor Oscar 

winner ____ Jannings
 47. St. Francis of ______
 48. Fleshy parts of fruit
 49. Classical music theatre
 50. Group of 8
 51. Coarse files
 52. Look furtively
 54. Clue
 55. Wood fastener
 56. US Arctic explorer Elisha 

____
57. Freezes
60. Regret

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1621

India now trail the 
hosts 1-2. Ramkumar Ram-
anathan and Sumit Nagal 
had lost their respective 
singles matches on Friday 

which handed China a 2-0 
lead.

Now Ramanathan 
and Nagal will now have 
to win both the reverse 

singles if India is to qual-
ify for the World Group 
Play-offs.

Needing a win in the 
doubles to keep India afloat 

in the tie, Paes stamped his 
class along with the experi-
enced Bopanna.

In the first set, Paes’ 
service was broken in the 
11th game after the two 
pairs were tied at 5-5.

The Indians got more 
break opportunities than 
the hosts but struggled to 
kill it off.

The Indians broke 
Gong in the third game for 
a 2-1 lead and then held on.

In the decider, Paes 
and Bopanna frittered 
away a 3-1 lead by losing 
three games in a row to 
trail 3-4. 

Paes came out to serve 
at 5-6 and went down 0-30 
but the veteran used all 
his experience to pull off 
the crucial hold to force 
another tie-breaker.

In the tie breaker, Paes 
and Bopanna used all their 
experience to roll over the 
lower-ranked Chinese and 
pull off the triumph.

Rio de Janeiro, April 7 
(IANS): Brazil football leg-
end Pele has said Neymar 
is more like Lionel Messi 
than Cristiano Ronaldo for 
his ability to both set up 
and score goals.

Messi and Ronaldo 
have dominated football’s 
top individual honours 
over the past decade, win-
ning five FIFA world player 
of the year awards apiece.

Neymar, who joined 

Paris Saint-Germain from 
Barcelona for a record 222 
million euros last August, 
is widely regarded as the 
pair’s heir apparent, hav-
ing been voted the world’s 
third best player in two of 
the past three seasons.

“Neymar has been 
compared with Cristiano 
Ronaldo. I’ve said several 
times, told friends, in Eu-
rope, given interviews... 
Cristiano Ronaldo is an ex-

cellent player, he could be 
like our Vava, our Coutin-
ho, the finisher,” Pele told 
ESPN on Friday, referring 
to the Brazil team that won 
the 1962 World Cup, Xin-
hua reported.

“Neymar is really more 
of a Messi-style, one who 
constructs the play, but 
scores the goal also.”

In a wide-ranging in-
terview, Pele recalled his 
playing days with Santos 
and said he was grateful 
for the friends he made in 
football, both in Brazil and 
abroad.

“I made a lot of friends 
with people from many 
countries because Santos 
travelled a lot,” the three-
time World Cup winner 
said. “Every year we went 
to Europe, Africa, Asia. It’s 
a club that, and I say it full 
of pride, promoted Bra-
zil all over the world. And 
opened the doors of the 
world for me too.”

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 7 (EMN): In 
a bid to improve the qual-
ity of the referees in the 
state, a seven-day football 
referee clinic organised 
by the Kohima Town Club 
(KTC) began on Saturday 
at the local ground.  

Altogether 23 referees 
including five women have 
registered so far for the 
coaching camp. 

The clinic is being con-
ducted under the supervi-
sion of Joy Chandra, AIFF 
licensed referee instructor, 
and Tareen Kumar, referee 
instructor of All Manipur 
Football Association. The 
clinic would conclude on 

April 12.
The KTC football ref-

eree clinic was inaugurated 
by the general secretary of 
Nagaland Football Associa-
tion (NFA), Neibu Sekhose, 
as the chief guest. 

Sekhose, in his speech, 
has lauded the initiative 
of the Kohima Town Club 
for organising the referee 
clinic. He expressed hope 
that the referee clinic 
would prove useful in the 
forthcoming second edi-
tion of Kohima football 
league.

While emphasising on 
the importance of groom-
ing and training the ref-
erees, Sekhose said good 

tournament needs a good 
referee. He said beautiful 
game is in need of good 
referee. He further spoke 
on the importance of 
maintaining physical and 
mentality fitness for a good 
referee.

Dr. Viketuolie Pienyu, 
president KTC, in his wel-
come address, said the 
clinic was aimed to im-
prove the standard of the 
state referees. While point-
ed out that KTC aimed to 
developed football at the 
grassroots level as Naga-
land is left far behind in 
football standard when 
compared to the neigh-
bouring states.

Dimapur, April 7 (EMN): Trinity 
School, Kohima, has held its an-
nual sports meet from April 3 to 5. 

Outdoor events were held dur-
ing the first two days at Police New 
Reserve Ground, while the last 
day saw the actions of the indoor 
events in the school premises. 

Rajeev Dong, wing command-
er and director of Rajya Sainik 

Board, and Thepfuzakie Suohu, 
president of T. Khel Gazetted Of-
ficers’ Association, graced the 
opening ceremony as the chief 
guest and the guest of honour, 
respectively.

Addressing the inaugural func-
tion, the chief guest exhorted the 
students to take pride in the spirit 
of participation with sportsman-

ship virtues. He urged the students 
to pursue their dreams with confi-
dent and determination. 

Citing his own experiences, the 
chief guest said his family mem-
bers and friends mocked him for 
aspiring to become a pilot. Dong 
added that he did not give up and 
subsequently proved them wrong.

The ceremony was chaired by 

Ms Susan, while the invocation 
was pronounced by the head-
master Matthew and greetings 
was shared by the administrator 
Kevin. 

Ms Mhaphruonuo Rutsa and 
Bendansengla & friends enthralled 
the gathering with their special 
songs. A drill display was presented 
by the students of Class IV & V.

Toronto, April 7 (IANS): A 
crash between a tractor-
trailer and a bus carry-
ing a junior league hockey 
team has left 14 people 
dead in western Canada’s 
Saskatchewan province, 
police said.

Members of the Hum-
boldt Broncos, who play 
in the Saskatchewan Jun-
ior Hockey League, were 
headed to the town of Ni-
pawin for a playoff game 
against the Nipawin Hawks 
when the crash happened 
north of Tisdale around 6 
p.m. on Friday, the Cana-
dian media reported.

Fourteen others were 
injured and taken to a hos-
pital. Three were in critical 
condition, the Royal Cana-
dian Mounted Police said. 
Twenty-eight people - in-
cluding the driver - were on 
the bus at the time of the 
accident, police said.

In a tweet on Saturday, 
Prime Minister Justin Tru-
deau wrote: “I cannot im-
agine what these parents 
are going through and my 
heart goes out to everyone 
affected by this terrible 
tragedy, in the Humboldt 
community and beyond.” 

Authorities did not 
identify the victims and 
didn’t confirm whether 

they were players or coach-
es. Junior league hockey 
teams are for athletes aged 
16 to 20.

“Our thoughts and 
prayers are extended to 
the families of our staff 
and athletes as well as to 
all who have been impact-
ed by this horrible trag-
edy,” Broncos president 
Kevin Garinger said in a 
statement. “Our Broncos 
family is in shock as we try 
to come to grips with our 
incredible loss.”

“Words can not de-
scribe the loss that we feel 
tonight,” wrote Saskatch-
ewan Premier Scott Moe 
in a Facebook post. “To the 
City of Humboldt, the en-
tire Broncos organisation, 
and the families impact-
ed by this tragedy, please 
know you are in Saskatch-
ewan’s hearts.”

Myles Shumlanski, fa-
ther of Broncos player Nick 
Shumlanski, said he got a 
call from his son and they 
picked him up, the Na-
tional Post reported.

“It was a disaster... 
We had a crane lifting the 
bus,” he said. Shumlanski 
said that his son was being 
flown to Saskatoon after 
receiving treatment at a 
hospital in Tisdale.

Participants competing in a sack race during the one-day youth olympic of Kuhuboto area on April 
7 at Khughovi village. The event was organised by the Kuhuboto area Baptist Pastor’s Fellowship. 
Youth from 18 villages have competed in various athletics including 100m race, 400m relay race, sack 
race, high jump, long jump, wooden car race, bicycle slow-race, tug-of-war etc.    

TOUCHDOWN  
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Lifters deliver golds; TT teams, badminton team in semis

Boxers Sarita, Manoj, and 
Hussamuddin enter quarters

Bad day for Indian basketball teams

Bayern Munich win sixth straight German league title Vettel takes pole at Bahrain GP

Indian shooters eye glory at CWG

Gold medalist, India's weightlifter Venkat Rahul Ragala, Samoa's silver medalist Don Opeloge and 
Malaysia's Bronze Medalist Muhamad Fazrul Azrie Mohada during the medal ceremony of the men's 8 
5kg Weightlifting category during the Commonwealth  Games 2018 in Gold Coast, on Saturday. 

Indian Weightlifter Sathish Kumar Sivalingam  competes in the 
men's 77kg Weightlifting category during the Commonwealth 
Games 2018 in Gold Coast , on Saturday. 

Bayern Munich celebrated with a Bundesliga replica trophy.

Championship leader Sebastian Vettel grabbed pole ahead of his Ferrari teammate Kimi Raikkonen 
and Valtteri Bottas of Mercedes for Sunday's Bahrain Grand Prix.

Gold Coast, April 7 (IANS): 
Venkat Rahul Ragala and 
veteran Sathish Kumar Siv-
alingam extended India's 
gold medal-hunting run in 
the weightlifting competi-
tions, while the table ten-
nis teams and the badmin-
ton mixed team advanced 
to the semi-finals of the 
at the Commonwealth 
Games here on Saturday.

A gold each from Ven-
kat Rahul (85kg) and de-
fending champion Sathish 
(77kg) lifted India to the 
fourth spot in the points 
table with a total of six 
medals (four gold, one sil-
ver and one bronze) -- all 
of them coming from the 
weightlifters in the first 
three days of the CWG 
here. 

Also, India has got four 
gold medals in weightlift-
ing competitions in an 
edition of the CWG for the 
first time.

Defending champion 
Sathish, from Tamil Nadu, 
registered a total of 317 kg 
which included 144 kg in 
snatch and 173 kg in clean 
and jerk.

Venkat  Rahul ,  the 
21-year-old from Andhra 
Pradesh, lifted a total of 
338 kg -- 151 kg in snatch 
and 187 in clean and jerk 
-- to bring maiden gold 
medal for India in this 
weight category.

Indian boxers L Sarita 
Devi (60kg), Manoj Kumar 
(69kg) and Mohammed 
Hussamuddin (56kg) en-
tered the quarter-finals 

XXI COMMONWEALTH GAMES

with respective wins over Barba-
dos' Kimberly Gittens, Kassim 
Mbundwike of Tanzania and Boe 
Warawara of Vanuatu.

But there were some disap-
pointments from India too, with 
the men's hockey team being held 
2-2 in their opening pool encoun-
ter, while Joshna Chinappa's de-
feat in the women's quarter-finals 
ended the country's challenge in 
the squash singles events. Joshna 
lost to Joelle King of New Zealand 
0-3 (5-11, 6-11, 9-11).

To add to the woes, the bas-
ketball teams stared at the exit 
following successive defeats, while 
swimmers, cyclists and gymnasts 
remained far away from the pro-
spective medal-winning situa-
tions.

India enjoyed stellar day in the 
indoor competitions of badmin-
ton and table tennis. The bad-
minton team thumped Mauritius 
3-0 to set-up a semi-final against 
Singapore, while the men's and 
women's table tennis teams got 
past Malaysian sides with an iden-
tical 3-0 scorelines to progress to 
the semi-finals.

In swimming, Srihari Nataraj 
finished ninth in the semi-finals 
of the men's 50 metre backstroke, 
while Sajan Prakash finished a 
disappointing last in the men's 
200 metre butterfly final.

In artistic gymnastics, wom-
en's individual all-around final 
saw Aruna Budda Reddy and Pra-
nati Das finished a disappointing 
14th and 16th respectively, while 

Yogeshwar Singh finished a disap-
pointing 14th in the all-around 
final, totalling 75.600 points. While 
Aruna totalled 44.400 after her 
four rotations, Pranati's final score 
was 43.900 at the end of her four 
rotations. 

There were disappointments 
in basketball too, with the men's 
team going down 54-100 to Eng-
land and the women's team losing 
72-85 to Malaysia in their prelimi-
nary round matches.

In men's hockey, India had 
taken a comfortable 2-0 lead with 
goals from Dilpreet Singh (13th 
minute) and Harmanpreet Singh 
(20th) but a desperate Pakistan 
reduced the margins with goals 
from striker Muhammad Irfan Ju-
nior (39th) and Ali Mubashar (60th 

minute, penalty corner).
In lawn bowls action, India's 

team of Farzana Khan, Lovely 
Choubey, Rupa Rani Tirkey and 
Nayanmoni Saikiasquandered 
a promising start to narrowly go 
down 11-13 to Malta in the lawn 
bowls women's Fours quarter-fi-
nal, while in men's pairs Sectional 
Play, India lost 7-17 to Norfolk 
Island. India defeated South Africa 
18-17 in men's Triples Sectional 
Play.

In cycling, Deborah Herold 
and Aleena Reji finished 13th and 
14th respectively in the women's 
500m time trial, while the trio of 
Sanuraj Sanandaraj, Ranjit Singh 
and Sahil Kumar failed to qualify 
forward to the quarterfinals of the 
men's sprint.

Indian boxers continued 
to produce commanding 
performances on the third 
day of the 21st Common-
wealth Games as L Sarita 
Devi, Manoj Kumar and 
Mohammed Hussamud-
din entered the quarter-
finals of the prestigious 
meet here on Saturday.

In the f i rst  match 
Round-of-16 match, vet-
eran woman boxer Sarita 
stormed into the quarter-
finals of the 60kg category 
with a 5-0 unanimous ver-
dict over Barbados' Kim-
berly Gittens.

Sarita, 36, brought 
her experience to the fore 
against the 26-year-old 
Kimberly. The Indian got 
identical 30-25 verdicts 
from each of the five judg-
es.

Sarita, the silver med-
allist at the 2014 Glasgow 
CWG, played her trade-
mark counter-attacking 
game, waiting for the 
opponent to open up in 
launching an attack. Kim-
berly also lacked compact-
ness and composure while 
defending. Sarita stood in 
distance, waiting for Kim-
berly to come to her and 
initiate attack.

S a r i t a  w a s  q u i c k 
enough to make the most 
of the opportunities in 
landing combination of 
jabs and hooks. Kimber-
ly's positioning at the mo-
ment of defending was 
also called into question.

After the first round, 
Sarita had dealt a psycho-
logical blow on the oppo-
nent, forcing Kimberly to 
come out with a different 
strategy. Kimberly opened 
up less in the second round 
but Sarita still managed to 

dominate. The pattern was 
a left hook followed up by 
straight punches.

The blows from Sarita 
were so accurate and sting-
ing that the ring judge even 
gave a three count to Kim-
berly to end the contest. 
But the Barbadian pugilist 
refused to surrender.

In the final round, Sar-
ita slightly dropped her 
game but her know-how 
and tactical acumen were 
enough to come out con-
vincing winner.

Sarita will take on Anja 
Stridsman of Australia in 
the quarter-final.

In the second match, 
Mohammed Hussamud-
din thrashed Boe War-
awara of Vanuatu in the 
men's 56 kilogram cat-
egory.

Hussamuddin dom-
inated the proceedings 
from the start to clinch a 
5-0 victory through unani-
mous decision. The four 
judges gave him a 30-27 
advantage.

He  w i l l  n ow  f a c e 
Mwanjwango Ezra of Tan-
zania on April 10.

Manoj also entered 
the quarter-final round, 
defeating Kassim Mbund-
wike of Tanzania in the 
men's 69kilogram cate-
gory.

M a n o j  t h r a s h e d 
Mbundwike 5-0 in a unani-
mous decision. The judges 
gave him 30-27 advantage.

Right  through the 
match Manoj played bril-
liantly, landing a flurry of 
punches flying from both 
sides of the ring to clinch 
the issue.

Manoj will now face 
Nickolas Terry of Australia 
on April 10.

 It was a bad day for Indian basketball 
teams at the 21st Commonwealth Games 
as both the men and women's teams 
lost their respective preliminary round 
matches here on Saturday.

England outplayed India 100-54 in the 
men's category while Malaysia defeated 
India 85-72 in women's category.

After Indian men's team suffered a gut-
wrenching loss in their first game against 
Cameroon, it was expected from them to 
reverse the performance in a must win 
second game. But once again India failed 
to display a quality game. Despite starting 
handsomely, India surrendered their lead 
and never came closer to the England's 
score throughout the match.

In the first quarter India scored 15 
points compared to England's 19. In the 
second quarter India only managed to 
score nine points to England's 27. The 
third and fourth quarter saw India com-
bining 30 as compared to England's 54.

With this loss, India are almost out of 
the tournament but they will face Scotland 
in a insignificant match on Sunday. 

For India, Aravind Annadurai was the 
most successful, scoring 22 points.

Coming to the match, India started the 
proceedings on a positive note, scoring 
the first basket through PG Akhilan. Soon 

Arvind joined him and scores couple of 
more to hand India a crucial lead. Just after 
that Aravind scored a three-pointer and 
Satnam Singh scored two to make it 9-4.

When India were leading 11-4, England 
started counter attack and thus scored 
several points.

In the last four minutes of the quarter, 
India scored four points and let England 
scored five which saw England taking a 
four point lead and making it 19-15 at the 
end.

India's star player Amjyot Gill failed in 
the first quarter while Satnam scored four 
points with Arvind Annadurai lead the 
scoring charts with seven.

The second quarter saw England main-
taining their lead. India, however tried 
their best to level the scores but a good 
attacking game helped England to take a 
healthy 22 point lead. Gill once again failed 
to score.

At the half time, England were comfort-
ably sitting at 46 points in comparison to 
India's 24. England's Jamell Anderson and 
Adam Thoseby were the highest scorers, 
putting up 10 and eight points respectively.

The third quarter saw England domi-
nating the things. England totally out-
scored India as they fired 29 points and 
India could only manage to score 11.

BERLIN, April 7 (PTI/
AFP):  Bayern Munich 
were crowned Bundesliga 
champions for the sixth 
consecutive season on Sat-
urday as James Rodriguez 
helped turn the game in 
their 4-1 comeback victory 
at Augsburg.

The result means Bay-
ern are German league 
champions for the 28th 
time in their history, and it 
was the sixth year in a row 
they have won the Bundes-
liga since their treble-win-
ning season in 2013.

Augsburg took a shock 
lead through an own goal 
by Niklas Suele, but the 
Bavarians roared back as 
Corentin Tolisso, James - 

who then assisted Arjen 
Robben - and Sandro Wag-
ner all scored.

The result leaves Bay-
ern 20 points clear with 
five league games left and 
underlined their absolute 
dominance of the Bundes-
liga.

"It's always good (to 
win a title) - we knew it was 
going to happen, but we 
still had to confirm it," said 
Robben, who has now won 
the Bundesliga title seven 
times since joining Bayern 
in 2009. "Nothing is given 
away in the Bundesliga."

Bayern were five points 
adrift when Carlo Ance-
lotti was sacked as head 
coach last September, but 

72-year-old Jupp Heynckes 
who replaced him credited 
the players with turning 
Bayern's fortunes around.

W i t h  o n e  e y e  o n 
Wednesday's Champions 
League quarter-final sec-
ond leg against Sevilla, in 
which Bayern hold a slender 
2-1 lead, Heynckes gambled 
by resting his stars.

Top scorer Robert Le-
wandowski, plus Thomas 
Mueller, Thiago Alcantara, 
Mats Hummels and Javi 
Martinez all started on the 
bench in Augsburg.

Sevilla would have 
been encouraged by the 
comedy of errors in Bay-
ern's defence that led to 
Augsburg's opening goal.

Jerome Boateng lin-
gered over a back pass 
and Colombian forward 
Sergio Cordova robbed 
him of possession, send-
ing Boateng tumbling to 
the turf.

Cordova's shot was 
blocked by Bayern goal-
keeper Sven Ulreich, but 
the ball ricocheted up into 
Suele's face and into Bay-
ern's goal to stun the visi-
tors on 18 minutes.

However Munich hit 
back to lead 2-1 by half-
time. Joshua Kimmich 
picked out the unmarked 
Tolisso to head them level 
on 32 minutes and Bayern 
then laid on a top-class 
goal to take the lead at the 

The focus is firmly on teen 
sensation Manu Bhak-
er as the fancied Indian 
shooting team eyes a head 
start at the 21st Common-
wealth Games and contin-
ue its recent dominance 
of the discipline in the 
quadrennial extravaganza.

The 16-year-old Manu 
will line up alongside the 
experienced Heena Sidhu 
in women’s 10m air pistol 
event. Also in action will 
be the impressive Ravi Ku-
mar and Deepak Kumar in 
men’s 10m air rifle. Saniya 
Sheikh and Maheshwari 
Chauhan will represent 
India, a powerhouse in 
CWG, in women’s skeet.

The buzz is certainly 
around Manu, who had 
clinched a double gold in 
her maiden senior ISSF 
World Cup in Mexico last 
month. She later grabbed 
two more gold in the ju-
nior World Cup in Sydney.

Smit Singh and Sheeraj 
Sheikh will also compete 

in men’s skeet qualifica-
tion. With shooters like 
Chain Singh, Jitu Rai, 
Omprakash Mitharwal, 
Anjum Moudgil, Tejas-
wini Sawant, Heena and 
Shreyasi Singh competing 
in more than one event, 
the selectors were able 
to constructively utilise 
the quota of 15 men and 
12 women and make it a 
strong squad.

Nine men’s and eight 
women’s events will be 
held in rifle, pistol and 
shotgun categories.

Then there is Olympic 
bronze medallist Gagan 
Narang, a veteran of many 
battles.Having already 
stamped their class on the 
big stage, the young shoot-
ers in the national team 
will again jostle for space 
with the big players.

The abundance of tal-
ent is complemented by 
the confident approach 
which the likes of Manu, 
Mehuli  Ghosh, Anish 

Bhanwala and Anjum are 
expected to display.

The likes of Jitu, Na-
rang and Apurvi Chan-
dela, along with other ex-
perienced shooters like 
Heena, Tejaswini Sawant, 
Sanjeev Rajput, Manavjit 
Singh Sandhu and double 
trap World Cup gold med-
allist Ankur Mittal can be a 
handful for other compet-
ing nations.

Some of the Indians 
have the experience of 
shooting at this range, 
which also hosted the 
Commonwealth cham-
pionships in November 
2017, and that could be of 
some help. India has been 
a dominant force in shoot-
ing at the CWG with 17 of 
the country’s 64 medals 
at the Glasgow Games in 
2014.

In 2010, India claimed 
a staggering 30-plus po-
dium finishes, and the 
expectations remain the 
same eight years on.

CWG medal tally after Day 3
Top-10 positions in the medal tally after Day 3 of the 
21st edition of the Commonwealth Games (CWG) here 
on Saturday. The list is in the order of rank, nation, gold 
medal, silver medal, bronze medal and total medals.

Sl Country Gold Silver Bronze Total
1 Australia 20 17 20 57
2 England 14 12 6 32
3 Canada 5 7 6 18
4 India 4 1 1 6
5 South Africa 4 0 3 7
6 Scotland 3 6 6 15
7 New Zealand 3 4 5 12
8 Wales 2 3 1 6
9 Malaysia 2 0 1 3

10 Bermuda 1 0 0 1

WWK Arena.
Kimmich was again in-

volved, firing a pass across 
goal after combining with 
Robben for Juan Bernat, 
who backheeled the ball 
which James fired home 
seven minutes before the 
break.

The Colombian then 
ensured the title was head-
ing to Munich, hooking the 
ball back into play at the 
far post for Robben to drill 
his shot inside the near 
post on 62 minutes.

Ribery celebrated his 
35th birthday with a cam-
eo appearance for the final 
eight minutes before Wag-
ner headed in Bayern's 
fourth.

T h e  B a v a r i a n  g i -
ants will formally lift the 
Bundesliga shield after the 
final matches on May 12.

Elsewhere, second-
from-bottom Cologne suf-
fered a blow to their surviv-
al hopes as they were held 
to a 1-1 draw by Mainz.

An early goal by Co-
logne's Germany defender 
Jonas Hector was cancelled 
out as Pablo De Blasis 
headed an equaliser for 
Mainz five minutes into 
the second half. With five 
games left, Cologne are six 
points behind Mainz, who 
are 16th, the position which 
carries a relegation play-off 
berth against the third-best 
team in the second tier at 
the end of the season.

SAKHIR, April 7 (PTI/
A F P ) :  C h a m p i o n s h i p 
leader Sebastian Vettel will 
start his 200th F1 race from 
pole position after he and 
Ferrari team-mate Finn 
Kimi Raikkonen locked out 
the front row for Sunday's 
Bahrain Grand Prix.

The German secured 
his 51st career pole with a 
supreme lap in the dying 
seconds of a tense floodlit 
qualifying session in which 
Ferrari were dominant.

Valtteri Bottas was 
third fastest for Mercedes 
behind the two Ferraris, 
but ahead of his team-
mate Lewis Hamilton 
who has a five-place grid 
penalty after an overnight 
gearbox change and starts 
from ninth.

That promotes Aus-
tralian Daniel Ricciardo 
from fifth to fourth for Red 

Bull ahead of Frenchman 
Pierre Gasly of Toro Rosso 
and Dane Kevin Magnus-
sen of Haas.

Nico Hulkenberg was 
eighth for Renault ahead 
of Sebastian Ocon in the 
second Toro Rosso and 
Carlos Sainz in the second 
Renault.

It is Ferrari's first pole 
position in Bahrain since 
2007 when Brazilian Felipe 
Massa turned it into a vic-
tory ahead of then-rookie 
Hamilton.

The session was red-
flagged and stopped with 
more than five minutes to 
go in the session.

Eight minutes later, the 
session resumed. McLar-
en's Fernando Alonso 
squeezed into Q2 by the 
finest of margins, while 
Charles Leclerc of Sau-
ber spun and failed to go 

through.
Out with him went 

Grosjean, Swede Marcus 
Ericsson in the second 
Sauber, Russian Sergey 
Sirotkin and his Williams 
team-mate Canadian 
teenager Lance Stroll.

Verstappen was unable 
to take part in Q2, which 
began with the Ferraris out 
early and Vettel topping 
Raikkonen before Hamil-
ton, on softs, split them by 
taking second.

Only Bottas and Ham-
ilton re-emerged for sec-
ond flying runs, the Finn 
improving to take fourth 
while out went Hartley, 
Mexican Sergio Perez of 
Force India, Alonso, Van-
doorne and Verstappen.

Both McLarens were 
eliminated as the Honda-
powered Toro Rossos went 
through.


