
Neiphiu Rio speaking during a programme at Chiephobozou in 
Kohima on April 5.
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Bollywood actor Salman Khan arrives at the court for a hearing in allegations on Black Buck hunting 
case, in Jodhpur on Thursday. 
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Kohima, April 5 (EMN): 
Stating that the unresolved 
Indo-Naga political issue 
has denied generations of 
Naga people of ‘opportu-
nities and avenues’, Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio on 
Thursday reiterated the 
People’s Democratic Alli-
ance (PDA) government’s 
call for early solution to 
said issue.

Rio assured the PDA’s 
‘all possible efforts to cre-
ate a congenial atmosphere 
that will usher in an era of 
development and growth, 
and enable the youth to 
achieve their dreams and 
aspiration’.

Speaking during a 
thanksgiving programme 
organised by the National-
ist Democratic Progres-
sive Party (NDPP) unit 
11th Northern Angami II 
assembly constituency at 
Chiephobozou ground, the 
chief minister attributed 
the PDA’s coming to power 
to blessing from god; and 
his victory to the people 
from his constituency. 

Rio maintained that his 
priority was improving the 
economy of the state by 
way of creating opportuni-
ties and avenues to farm-
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 29° 15°

Agartala 36° 21°

Gangtok 25° 11°

Guwahati 36° 18°

Imphal 31° 14°

Itanagar 32° 17°

Shillong 24° 10°

Delhi 38° 23°

Kolkata 35° 23°

Chennai 35° 26°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 25° 13°
DIMAPUR 34° 18°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 3.2mm 62%
DIMAPUR Nil 92%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Honest disagreement 
is often a good sign of 

progress. 

~ Mahatma Gandhi
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Alobo Naga receives three 
AAM Awards |  P10

Mirror Takes

Sir I may pass or may fail again 
this year but don't worry, my 

father has already made me first 
class contractor.

~ Arien

Women haven’t been given their due 
in business – President | P8

Mirabai, Gururaja sparkles 
with gold and silver on 
opening day   |  P12

ers, entrepreneurs and the 
educated youth. To achieve 
this vision, he sought sup-
port and cooperation of all, 
irrespective of party affili-
ations, to enable the state 
to enter into a new era of 
development and growth. 

Of his decision to go 
leave state politics for Delhi 
in 2013, Rio said that the 
intention was to pave way 
for others as he recalled the 
internal fights among the 
leaders of the Naga People’s 
Front party for ministerial 
berths and portfolios back 
then. 

“I felt that if I stayed 
for long I will hurt many 
people so I, and my family, 
decided that I should to go 
to Delhi to pave way for 
others,” shared Rio. The ‘ills 
of greed and selfishness’ 
that crept into the NPF had 
created chaos and unrest 
then, he said. 

During this ‘turbulent 
period’, the chief minister 
recalled, he was ‘sidelined, 
targeted and even sus-
pended’ by the NPF party. 
“However, I have never 
retaliated nor said any-
thing that might have hurt 

anyone. Instead, I wrote to 
the party president several 
times calling for reconcilia-
tion and peace.”

On the forming of the 
NDPP, he said that it was 
never easy. Mobilising party 
workers and candidates 
was a herculean task es-
pecially when the party’s 
financial status was ‘not so 
strong’, Rio said. 

At the same, Rio said 
he never thought of re-
turning to state politics; 
even though he ‘strongly 
felt’ that his winning the 
elections uncontested was 
god’s will.  “Perhaps, this 
is an awakening call for 
all of us to humble our-
selves before Him and that 
we should work together 
for the development and 
growth of our people,” he 
said further. 

Rio also acknowledged 
the ‘sacrifices’ made by the 
president of Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party, Visasolie Lhoung-
ou, Dr. Neiphrezo Keditsu 
and Chüpfuo Kense while 
paving way for him. 

Stating that the forma-
tion of the PDA govern-
ment was the will of God, 
BJP president and chair-
man of Nagaland Bamboo 
Development Agency, Visa-

solie Lhoungou felt it befit-
ting to give thanks to god. 
He maintained that ‘peace 
and development are the 
two prerequisite desire and 
cry of every Naga’ for which 
solution to the Naga politi-
cal issue is a must.

Keeping this in mind, 
he said the central govern-
ment has proposed for a 
stable government and a 
strong leadership in the 
state to achieve the dreams 
and aspirations of the Naga 
people.

Likewise, he said god 
has answered the prayer of 
the Nagas by giving a man 
like Rio who is a strong and 
courageous leader, intel-
ligent, and honest. While 
reiterating his confidence 
on Rio’s able leadership, he 
also requested all to extend 
cooperation and support to 
the government. 

Rev. Dr. Tseibu Rutsa, 
president Leaders for Christ 
International shared from 
the Bible while a short 
speech was delivered by 
Neiyalie Pfüsenuo, presi-
dent of NAPO.

The chief minister 
was accompanied by the 
speaker Vikho-o Yhoshü, 
Dr. Neikiesalie Kire, Zalie 
Neikha and others.

Jodhpur, April 5 (PTI): A 
Jodhpur court today sen-
tenced Bollywood super-
star Salman Khan to five 
years in prison and sent 
him to the Jodhpur Central 
Jail for killing two black-
bucks in October 1998.

The court acquitted his 
colleagues Saif Ali Khan, 
Tabu, Neelam and Sonali 
Bendre and a local, Dushy-
ant Singh, giving them the 
"benefit of doubt", a pros-
ecution lawyer said.

St a r g a z e r s ,  m e d i a 
crews and security per-
sonnel swarmed the court 
premises and lined up 
along the two kilometre 
route from the court as the 
52-year-old was whisked 
away in a Bolero police 
jeep to spend a night in jail.

This is his fourth stint 
in the Jodhpur Central Jail, 
which also houses reli-
gious preacher Asaram 
Bapu, who has been ac-
cused of rape.

Jail sources said Sal-

man, arguably India's 
most successful actor, was 
lodged in barrack number 
2 in a heavily protected 
and secure.

Salman has earlier 
spent a total of 18 days 
in the jail in 1998, 2006 
and 2007, all for cases of 
poaching.

As the sentence is more 
than three years, Salman 
will have to appeal in a 
higher court for bail.

Final arguments in this 
case were completed in 
the trial court on March 
28, after which Chief Judi-
cial Magistrate Dev Kumar 
Khatri had reserved his 
judgment.

Today, the court sen-
tenced him to five years 
in jail and imposed a fine 
of Rs 10,000, prosecution 
lawyer Mahipal Bishnoi 
said.

Held guilty under Sec-
tion 9/51 of the Wildlife 
(Protection) Act, he had 
faced a maximum pun-

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, April 5 (EMN): The Special Ol-
ympics Nagaland (SON) has seen many 
hurdles – on as well as off the field – in 
the nine years that it has been active. It 
was in 2009 that the SON started to en-
able differently-able participants from 
across the state came together and take 
part in various sporting activities each 
year. 

Since then the SON team has been 
working tirelessly to support Person 
with Disabilities (PwDs) during the 
games held each year in the state and 
outside. In the 2011 National Games for 
PwDs, the SON returned with 18 medals 
which included six gold; eight silver; and 
four bronze. 

The following year, the SON athletes 
collected 10 medals – six gold, and two 
silver and bronze medals each.  SON 
with the special athletes were also part 
of the Indian team during the FIFA 
Global Cup in Bangkok which was held 
from June 15 to 22nd, 2013 and also the 
Asia Pacific Games in Australia from 
Dec. 1 to 7th, 2013. 

All this was done without any form 
of assistance from the state government. 

The SON team consists of approxi-
mately 60 coaches who have also taken 
active roles as mentors for the past 9 
years. Area Director of SON, Arenla 

informed that the coaches are not 
paid any salary or stipend during these 
games.

“All the coaches have been volun-
tarily helping out for the past 9 years, 
going district to district (in Nagaland) 
conducting the sporting events without 
expecting anything in return too,” she 
shared. 

When contacted by Eastern Mirror 
to comment on the new government’s 
approach to Special Olympics since its 
sports policies have no specific mention 
of PwDs, Advisor for Youth Resources 
and Sports, Zale Neikha said that the 
government will try to initiate and pro-
mote the sports of the differently-able 
persons. 

He said that the PDA government, 
in consultation with the Nagaland Ol-
ympic Association (NOA), will look to 
include some of the sport disciplines of 
SON in the tournaments organised by 
the NOA in the future. 

This year the Special Olympics 
are being held under Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s initiative of Khelo India 
– Sports for all. The initiative was started 
during Modi’s term as the chief minister 
of Gujarat where he donated INR 10 cr. 
towards the promotion of sports for 
differently-able persons. 

Related news on Page 12

ishment of six years be-
hind bars. The actor shot 
and killed the blackbucks, 
from the antelope fam-
ily, in Kankani village near 
Jodhpur on the night of 
October 1, 1998 during the 
shooting of the film "Hum 
Saath Saath Hain".

Blackbuck is an endan-
gered animal and included 
in the schedule-I of the 
Wildlife (Protection) Act-
1972.

All the actors were in 
a Gypsy that night with 
Salman in the driving seat. 
He spotted a herd of black-
bucks and killed two of 
them, the lawyer said.

All the accused, some 
of them accompanied by 
their family members, 
were in the courtroom 
when the verdict was read 
out.

The case was under the 
national spotlight today 
with the media monitor-
ing every development, his 
legion of fans tuned into 

social media and television 
and trade analysts watch-
ing anxiously to know the 
fate of the star who has an 
estimated Rs 600 riding on 
his next ventures -- "Race 
3", "Bharat" and "Dabangg 
3".

"All his films make a 
minimum of Rs 200 crore. 
There are three films al-
ready announced. 'Race 
3' is the biggest Eid re-
lease. So, approximately Rs 
600 crore...," trade analyst 
Girish Wankhede told PTI.

Salman also had a jail 
stint in Mumbai when he 
was also involved in a hit 
and run. His white Toyota 
Land Cruiser allegedly 
crashed into American 
Express Bakery at Hill Road 
at Bandra in Mumbai, kill-
ing one person and injur-
ing four on September 28, 
2002.

He was acquitted in the 
case but the Maharashtra 
government has filed an 
appeal.  

New Delhi, April 5 (IANS): Private 
data of over 5.6 lakh Indian Face-
book users was compromised by 
a private marketing firm that later 
sold the personal details acquired 
through a quiz app to Cambridge 
Analytica, a UK-based company 
at the centre of a global privacy 
breach storm.

The social media giant in-
formed the Indian government 
on Thursday about the details 
of compromised accounts in 
response to a notice over the 
user data breach and details of 
the steps Facebook was taking to 
ensure safety and prevent misuse 
of personal data.

A Facebook spokesperson, 
sharing the response with IANS, 
said a possible breach of data of 
562,455 users happened after 335 
Facebook users in India installed 
a quiz app, "thisisyourdigitallife" 
between November 2013 and 
December 2015.

The response comes after Fa-
cebook Chief Technology Officer 
Mike Schroepfer in a blog post 
showed country-specific break-
up of people affected by the data 
breach, saying information of up 
to 87 million people, mostly in the 
US, may have been "improperly" 
shared with the British political 
consultancy firm Cambridge 
Analytica.

The app, developed by Uni-

versity of Cambridge psychology 
researcher Aleksandr Kogan and 
his company Global Science Re-
search, pulled out data of not only 
these 335 users but their friends as 
well as friends of friends also.

Some 335 people in India were 
said to have installed the app, 
which is 0.1 per cent of its total 
worldwide installs. But this infor-
mation is limited to people who 
installed the app throughout its 
lifetime on the Facebook platform 
-- from 2013 to December 2015 
-- when it was suspended from 
the platform.

"We further understand that 
562,120 additional people in In-
dia were potentially affected, as 
friends of people who installed 
the app. This yields a total of 
562,455 potentially affected peo-
ple in India."

The social media giant, how-
ever, did not reveal the identity or 
locations of these 335 users. 

From Monday, Facebook will 
inform all 562,455 users that 
their account privacy had been 
breached through a link at the top 
of their news feed so they can see 
what apps they use and the in-
formation they have shared with 
those apps.

Facebook also doesn't know 
how Cambridge Analytica and 
Global Science Research used 
the data of Indian users because 
the firms are not its downstream 
affiliates and may have made 
independent decisions regarding 
the data they obtained. This, Face-
book said, was "not authorize(d) 
and breached our policies". 

The location of those affected 
has been identified. But Facebook 

said the location was "not an 
indication of voter registration, 
nationality or citizenship and may 
not, in some cases, indicate actual 
place of residence".

"We continue to investigate 
all apps that had access to large 
amounts of information before 
we changed our platform in 2014 
to reduce data access and we 
will conduct a full audit of any 
app with suspicious activity," the 
spokesperson said.

The spokesperson said pro-
tecting data was "at the heart of 
everything we do" and require the 
same from people who operate 
apps on Facebook.

While Facebook says the 
number of affected users was 
"over inclusive", Ankush Johar, 
Director at Infosec Ventures -- 
security solutions firm -- didn't 
agree, fearing the actual figure 
may be "exponentially bigger".

"The quiz app 'thisisyourdig-
itallife' is not the only application 
that had hidden data-scraping 
functionalities and many oth-
er apps were exploiting these 
so-called 'features' provided by 
Facebook which the company 
confirmed itself.

"If as small as 350 users in a 
single app can lead to leakage of 
over 5 lakh users, the true number 
can be exponentially bigger than 
this," Johar said.

Kohima, April 5 (PTI): 
Nagaland Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio today rub-
bished allegations of em-
bezzlement of funds lev-
elled against the People's 
Democratic Alliance (PDA) 
government by opposition 
Naga People's Front (NPF).

The NPF recently ac-
cused the ruling alliance of 
diverting funds, amounting 
to Rs 150 crore, from ongo-
ing road projects.

"As opposition, they 
will bring complaints and 
raise non-issues," Rio told 
reporters on the sidelines 
of a programme organ-
ized by his party, the Na-
tionalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party (NDPP), at 
Chiephobozou ground in 
Northern Angami-II As-
sembly constituency.

"The question of diver-
sion of funds from road 
projects does not arise as 
the PDA government used 

the money that was left unu-
tilized by the previous gov-
ernment," he said, adding 
that NPF has leveled "base-
less" allegations without fur-
nishing any proof.

The CM also said that a 
private firm from Australia, 
as part of its Corporate So-
cial Responsibility activities, 
is willing to provide an air 
ambulance for the interior 
areas of Nagaland for free, 
provided the villagers agree 
to part with 500 meters of 
land for construction of a 
runway.

A committee has been 
set up to oversee the matter 
and the Australian company 
will be visiting the state this 
month to discuss the pos-
sibility of the project.

"It is a welcome step as 
they will bring their own 
plane and pilot and give free 
ambulance service. The only 
condition is that the villagers 
will have to provide land," 
Rio said, adding that the state 
would be allocating grants 
from the Village Develop-
ment Board (VDB) funds for 
the construction of runway.

Asked about the proposal 
of renaming the Indira Gan-
dhi Stadium to Dr T Ao Sta-
dium, Rio clarified that no 

notification has been issued 
on the matter.

"Now that we have re-
ceived objections to the pro-
posal, we plan to review the 
matter," he said.

During his last tenure 
as the chief minister, Rio 
said, his government had ac-
quired a land in Seithekema, 
Dimapur, for construction of 
Dr T Ao Football Academy 
and an amount of Rs 90 lakh 
was released from the state 
funds for the purpose.

The proposal, however, 
could not get through fol-
lowing the completion of his 
previous tenure as the next 
government, helmed by the 
NPF, "made a mess of it", Rio 
claimed.

The foundation stone for 
the academy at Siethiekiema 
will be laid this month, he 
said, adding that the North 
Eastern Council (NEC) has 
given Rs 13 crore and Tata 
Trust another Rs 15 crore for 
the project.

Asked about the appoint-
ment of 20 PDA MLAs and 
ruling alliance leaders as 
advisers and chairpersons of 
government undertakings, 
Rio said, "Everybody has to 
work The MLAs got elected 
to work for the people." 
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WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)

Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Law students object to 
some of govt. initiatives

AR lights a candle against drugs abuse, HIV and AIDS

Kohima village inaugurates school building

Satakha hosts thanksgiving for their leaders

Farmers in Chunlikha and Tseminyu get together to talk shop

Farmers in Tuensang trained in fertilisation methods

ASA to honour members

The Phek Battalion of the Assam Rifles along with citizens of Phek seen here during the candlelight march on April 4 in Phek.

The mission director of the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, Thejawelie Gregory Sote, and village elders and teachers pose for a photograph during the 
inauguration.

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 23.8 16.2 15.8 71 NIL

ZBT 19.3 12.3 17 91 NIL

MON 33 18 15.1 73 NIL

TUENSANG 19.2 12 10 60 9.4

MKG 26.4 12.5 7.8 35 NIL

PHEK - - - - -

KIPHIRE 29 14 18.5 98 2

SECHÜ ZUBZA - - - - -

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 27.8 18 17.9 55 NIL

JALUKIE 34 22 23.5 100 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 31.2 21.8 19. 65 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

New addl. director to take charge of 
Tourism 
The directorate of Tourism has informed that additional 
director of Tourism, Akhale Vizol, has taken charge from March 
27. Any official correspondence including telephonic address 
are to be routed through 0370-2243124 or 961218350, the 
updates informed.

New DAN chairman in place
The Urban Development department has informed on 
Thursday that Nyamnyei Konyak has been appointed 
chairman of the Development Authority of Nagaland with 
immediate effect.   

Pughoboto SDPDB schedules meet
The member-secretary for the Sub-Divisional Planning and 
Development Board of Pughoboto, Tiayanger Jamir, has 
informed that the board will be meeting for the month of 
April on April 9 at the ADC’s office at 11:00 am in Pughoboto.

Wokha’s medical facility date extended 
The district coordinator of Wokha has informed all the 
Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY; Hindi for National 
Health Insurance Scheme) card holders that the policy to avail 
free medical treatment at the Dr. Motsuo Memorial District 
Hospital in Wokha has been extended to June 30. 

State coaches to meet 
The secretary of Nagaland Sports Coaches Association (NSCA-
NIS) has informed that a general meeting will take place on 
April 20 and the 21st at Doyang  River in Wokha. ‘All coaches 
with NIS under the department of Youth Resources’ and 
Sports are requested to attend the event.

Chakhesang Hoho postpones session
The Western Chakhesang Hoho has informed all its units that 
the 50th general session of the organisation which was about 
to be conducted on April 7 has been postponed to April 14  
due to unavoidable circumstances. The session was scheduled 
to be conducted in Diezephe village community hall at 11 am. 
The ‘hoho’ has requested the units to attend the session with 
ten members each. 

Pukhayi Sumi visits his dept.
The new advisor for the Food and Civil Supplies department 
Pukhayi Sumi paid its maiden visit to the directorate in 
Dimapur. According to a press release from the department 
on Thursday, Sumi was quoted as having said that the visit 
was ‘beneficial.’ He was stated to have encouraged the staff 
to work in sincerity, and to adhere with the guidelines issued 
by the central government in relation to schemes. 

BJYM condole with Yashitsungba’s demise
The president of the Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha and 
its members have expressed sadness at the demise of late 
Yashitsungba Ao. A note from the party on Thursday conveyed 
condolences to the bereaved family.  They said to pray to the 
Almighty to grant courage and strength to the bereaved family 
and for the departed, peace. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, April 5 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Law Stu-
dents’ Federation (NLSF) 
has opposed a number of 
proposals of the Naga-
land government such as 
the proposal to create 13 
ex-cadre posts associat-
ed with the chief minis-
ter’s office; appointment 
of an officer-on-special 
duty at Nagaland House 
at New Delhi; appoint-
ment of advisors, and 
chairman.

Likewise,  the stu-
dents have protested the 
deduction of wages of 
government employees 
for the Chief Secretary’s 
Welfare Fund (CSWF).

According to a press 
release from the NLSF on 
Thursday, state govern-
ment’s recent initiatives 
are ‘unreasonable and 

improper’ and ‘even un-
constitutional.’ The state 
government as a welfare 
state cannot simply take 
any decision ‘against’ the 
welfare of its citizens.

On a brighter note, 
the federation appreci-
ated the government’s 
decisions barring the 
very important persons’ 
(VIP) culture: banning 
VIP escorts, removing 
nameplates, and quash-
ing the parliamentary 
secretary post. However, 
the NLSF said to have 
‘simply failed’ to under-
stand the other initia-
tives of the state.

The federation ex-
plained their reasons 
for opposing the new 
initiatives: If at all the 
government was going to 
create 13 ex-cadre posts 

it would affect the ‘status 
of bureaucracy.’ 

The federation also 
asked why it was neces-
sary to appoint Priyang 
Pandey as the OSD for 
Nagaland House.

Further, the appoint-
ment of legislators as 
advisors to departments; 
and chairman for com-
mittees is ‘simply uncon-
stitutional’ and ‘amounts 
to office of profit,’ it add-
ed. 

“One-day salary is the 
hard-earned money of 
the employee and this 
is their actionable claim 
where the government 
cannot simply play with 
it in the name of welfare 
fund without considering 
any genuine cause or rea-
son or relief or disaster,” 
added the press release. 

Dimapur, April 5 (EMN): 
The Phek Battalion of the 
Assam Rifles conduct-
ed a candlelight march 
on April 4 in Phek. The 
theme of the event was 
‘say no to drugs and HIV 

and AIDS,’ a press re-
lease from the Inspec-
tor General of Assam 
Rifles (IGAR; north)  in-
formed about the event 
on Thursday.

According to the up-

date, five officers, 20 
junior commissioned 
officers, and 66 other 
personnel of the Assam 
Rifles and 486 civilians 
including 200 youths 
and 286 students from 

Phek town participated 
in the event. The aim of 
the candle march was to 
educate the youth about 
the ill effects of drugs 
abuse on their health; 
and the menace of HIV 

and AIDS.
The march started 

from the DC ground at 
Phek town and culminat-
ed at the Assam Rifles’ 
battalion headquarters, 
the information added.

Dimapur, April 5 (EMN): 
The mission director of 
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, 
Thejawelie Gregory Sote 
inaugurated an exten-
sion to a government 
middle school (GMS) at 
P Khel in Kohima village 
on April 4.

According to a press 
release from the chair-
man of the GMS which 
was received on Thurs-
day, Sote lauded the ef-
forts of the school man-
agement for successfully 
completing the building.

The press release stat-

ed that Sote had empha-
sised on the importance 
of quality education. He 
then encouraged the 
teachers to impart qual-
ity education to students, 
the press release stated. 

Further, Sote said that 
the village community 

has to play a major role 
in contributing to the de-
velopment of the school. 
Likewise, he emphasised 
on the importance of 
coordination to ensure 
quality education for the 
benefit of students, the 
press release added.

Dimapur, April 5 (EMN): The Agri-
culture Technology Management 
Agency of Tuensang of Shamator 
block conducted a training and 
demonstration drive for farmers 
in Shamator and Sangphur village 
recently. 

A press note was received from 
the organisers on Wednesday. 
The farmers were said to have 
been given demonstration about 
vermin composting; making de-
tergents, and dish wash liquid; 
cultivation practices of ginger, 

neem, seed kernel extract, and 
organic methods for pest and 
disease management.

A new farmers’ interest group 
called the ‘Thulun group’ com-
prising 12 members in Sangphur 
village was also formed. 

Dimapur, April 5 (EMN): A thanks-
giving programme for the minister 
of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
G Kaito Aye was held in his resi-
dence at Satakha in Zunheboto 
on April 5. The information about 
the event was received through a 
press release from his secretary on 
Thursday.

According to a press release, 
Aye expressed gratitude to his 
party workers and community 
members. He thanked the church 
leaders and prayer groups for their 

support ‘through prayers’ as well. 
‘Success is no accident. It is hard 
work, perseverance, sacrifice and 
most of all love of our people,’ he 
was quoted in the press release as 
having said during the event. 

Also, Aye was stated to have 
said that the People’s Democratic 
Alliance (PDA) government would 
last its full term. He urged the pub-
lic to stand and cooperate with the 
PDA government as its policies and 
programs are pro people, the press 
release stated.

Aye further credited his victory 
to God stating that “man can only 
propose to achieve something and 
toil towards the achievement but 
only God determines the end.”

In the meeting, the Janata Dal 
(United) of 36th Satakha assembly 
constituency thanked the chief 
minister, Neiphiu Rio, for induct-
ing G Kaito Aye in his cabinet and 
for assigning him the department. 
The party has assured full support 
to the PDA government, the infor-
mation added.

Dimapur, April 5 (EMN): The Agri-
culture Technology Management 
Agency (ATMA) of Chunlikha and 
Tseminyu blocks jointly organised 
a daylong programme on Kisan 
Gosthi, a farmers’ meeting, at the 
new Terogvunyu marketing shed 

on April 3.
Speaking during the occasion, 

SDAO Tseminyu Viwhetuo Thorie 
has welcomed all the farmers 
and participating staff. Speaking 
on ATMA and its functions and 
concept of Kisan Gosthi, he en-

couraged the farmers to sell their 
produce for income generation. 

The programme was inaugu-
rated Gwazenlo Tep, VAS Tsem-
inyu. Vibilie, BTM Tseminyu, 
chaired the programme, while the 
vote of thanks was delivered by 

Dimapur, April 5 (EMN): 
The Angami Sports As-
sociation (ASA) will be 
giving recognition to 
their members on April 
7 at Puliebadze. The pro-
gramme is intended to 
felicitate their members 
who had been promoted 
to different positions.

A press release from 
t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  o n 
Thursday informed that 
ASA would be giving rec-
ognition to these mem-

bers:  Viliehu Nguzhii, for 
being promoted to addi-
tional director to head of 
department (Soil); Zale 
Neikha, who has been 
promoted to advisor for 
Youth Resources and 
Sports; and T Husie for 
his being promoted to 
divisional forest officer 
(Forestry). 

The association has 
requested all the mem-
bers to attend the pro-
gramme.

(L) G Kaito Aye addressing party workers and community members during the thanksgiving event at Satakha in Zunheboto on April 5. 
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Chairman WDDMA, Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon, speaking at the co-ordination meeting in the DC’s conference hall, Wokha, on April 5.

The 3rd federal assembly of the NSF in progress at Mokokchung village, in Mokokchung district on April 5. The accused M Vicha Sekhose with the seized arms and ammunitions.

Picto Shohe speaking during the thanksgiving 
programme at Atoizu local ground on April 5. 

EM Images

DC Dimapur, Sushil Kumar Patel, presiding over the DPDB meeting in his office conference hall on April 5.

Officers from the NStCB and Soword during the signing of the memorandum on April 5.

Dr. Neitsalie N Zhasa

Central team in Wokha to assesses 
damage from natural calamities

Terror funds: TR Zeliang 
serves ultimatum to Swarajya

Former bureaucrat 
Dr. N Zhasa no more

Khonoma youth condemn alleged murder

VV Club to meet

One held on charge of 
possessing illegal arms 

Dimapur DC asks power dept. to pull up socks

State cooperative bank signs MoU with Soword

Fellowships to conduct combined service

Atoizu MLA vows to work for development

NSF to push council for ILP, and 
against illegal appointments

STATE

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, April 5 (EMN): Is-
sues pertaining to the Indo-Na-
ga political talks, and the Inner 
Line Permit (ILP), and the issue of 
“backdoor” appointments domi-
nated the discussion hour of the 
Naga Students’ Federation’s (NSF) 
3rd federal assembly that was 
conducted at Mokokchung village, 
in Mokokchung district on April 5.

The NSF’s information sec-
retary Shilukaba Longchar said 
during a telephonic conversation 
with this correspondent that the 
assembly appreciated the con-

tribution of the federation to the 
Indo-Naga political talks and the 
recent movement for “solution not 
election.” Also, he spoke about the 
executive council ‘redirecting its 
stand’ to a ‘honourable and accept-
able solution’ in the interest of the 
Naga people.

Longchar also referred to the 
ILP. He said that the federation has 
entrusted its executive council to 
pursue the matter with the Naga-
land government in regard to the 
influx of illegal immigrants into the 
state and to ‘streamline the proc-
ess’ of IPL administration.

Further, the assembly was said 
to have ‘appreciated’ the federa-
tion’s fight against “backdoor” ap-
pointments (illegal appointments) 
and appreciated the government’s 
notification on  June 6 affecting 
a blanket ban on contract, work-
charge, and ‘contingency appoint-
ments.’

The executive council has been 
asked to be vigilant against such 
appointments and to work out 
‘modalities’ to be placed before 
the state government to regulate 
the recruitment process in various 
government agencies.

Dimapur, April 5 (EMN): 
The leader of the oppo-
sition in the Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly 
(NLA) has asked news 
portal Swarajya—which 
a c c u s e d  o p p o s i t i o n 
leader TR Zeliang of hav-
ing served funds to ter-
ror outfits—to clarify its 
claims and to apologise 
by 6:00 pm of April 8 or 
face a legal recourse. 

A press release issued 
by the press secretary 
to the opposition leader 
TR Zeliang  noted the 
news article ‘NIA’s Naga 
terror-funding probe re-
veals insidious role of top 
bureaucrats, politicians 
and church elders’ which 
was stated to have been 
published on Swarajya 
on April 2.

“Since the factual 
position of TR Zeliang 
with the National Inves-
tigation Agency (NIA) has 
been misinterpreted, in-
tentionally or otherwise, 
clarification is sought at 
the earliest, failing which 

legal recourse will be ini-
tiated against you and 
your firm for defama-
tion,” the statement to 
Jaideep Majumdar, asso-
ciate editor of Swarajya, 
stated.

C l a i m i n g  t o  h a v e 
gathered information 
from the NIA, Rangapa-
har 3rd corps, Kohima As-
sam Rifles (north) and a 
central intelligence agen-
cy, the news report had 
alleged that TR Zeliang 
was personally involved 
in the collection of taxes 
on behalf of the NSCN-K. 

The letter has denied 
the claims and termed 
it not only incorrect but 
a direct challenge to the 
integrity of Zeliang.

Failure to clarify the 
matter and apologising 
through leading print, 
electronic and social me-
dia including Swarajya 
before 6 pm of April 8 
as requested would be 
viewed in the most seri-
ous manner,’ the state-
ment added.

Dimapur, April 5 (EMN): The Khonoma Youth Organisation (KYO) has condemned 
the alleged murder of a person, Pezano Mor of Khonoma village, by unidentified 
persons, whose corpse was said to have been recovered on March 28 from a water 
tank in the outskirts of the village. 

The youth organisation issued a press release appealing to the authorities in 
concern to track down the murderers and punish them. 

The KYO’s press release assured fullest cooperation of the organisation to the 
investigating agencies so that the perpetrators would be brought before justice.

Dimapur, April 5 (EMN): 
The Dimapur Chang-
tongya Fellowship (DCF) 
and the Dimapur Yachem 
Fellowship (DYF) have 
announced to organise a 
combined fellowship serv-
ice on April 8 from 1 p.m. 
at DABA main church, 
Duncan Basti, Dimapur. 

Secretary of church & 
mission, ABAM, Impur, 

Rev. Dr Nuklu Longkumer 
would be the speaker at 
the service. Minister of 
health and family welfare, 
S Pangnyu Phom, and the 
MLA and advisor of in-
dustries & commerce and 
NIDC, Imnatiba would 
also exhort the gathering. 

Besides scripture read-
ing and invocation by C 
Hamba Nemdakly, senior 

pastor of Phom Baptist 
Church, Dimapur, a spe-
cial prayer for the elected 
NLA legislators of the two 
villages would be con-
ducted by Rev. I Zulu Jamir, 
pastor of Chumukedima 
Ao Baptist Church. 

All the members from 
the two fellowships, in-
laws and well-wishers are 
invited to the service. 

Dimapur, April 5 (EMN): 
Former state principal 
secretary of forest, Dr. 
Neitsalie N Zhasa (re-
tired IFS), son of Neipitso 
Zhasa of Kigwema village, 
passed away at Apollo 
Hospital, Guwahati, on 
April 5 at around 1:15 
p.m. following prolong 
illness. He was 62 and 
survived by his wife, two 
sons and a daughter.

During his illustrious 
career, Dr. Zhasa served 
as principal chief con-
servator of forest, Gov-
ernment of Arunachal 
Pradesh, and principal 
secretary of forest, Gov-
ernment of Nagaland.

The funeral service of 
late Dr. Zhasa will be held 
on April 6 at his private 
residence in Sovima vil-
lage, Dimapur, at 1 p.m.

Dimapur, April 5 (EMN): 
The VV Club of Southern 
Angamis has announced 
to hold its annual meet-
ing cum picnic at Kisama 
Heritage Village on April 
12 at 11 a.m. The club 
vice president, Khisanol 
Viswentso has requested 
all the club members re-
siding across Nagaland 
and outside to attend 
the annual programme 
positively. 

Dimapur, April 5 (EMN): 
With the onset of mon-
soon season, Deputy 
Commissioner of Di-
mapur Sushil Kumar Pa-
tel has urged the Power 
department to mobilise 
its staff and ensure reg-
ular checking of trans-
formers to avoid load 
shedding.

While apprising the 
power department that 
in some areas, trees were 
seen touching the wires, 
he suggested them to 
tie up with respective 
village councils and to 
take corrective action in 
order to avoid untoward 
incidents. 

Sushil Kumar has also 
particularly expressed 
concern on the road con-
dition stretching from 
Commissioner Police of-
fice to Nagarjan and Cir-
cuit House. In responds, 
official from PWD in-
formed the house that the 
particular stretch of road 
would be maintained at 
the earliest probably be-

Dimapur, April 5 (EMN): 
The Nagaland State Coop-
erative Bank (NStCB) has 
signed a memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) 
with the Social Welfare 

Society for Rural Devel-
opment (Soword), based 
in Wezihu of Meluri sub-
division in Phek district. 
The agreement aims to 
cater to ‘credit needs’ for 

the improvement of the 
socio economic condition 
of the rural people, it was 
informed. 

The MoU was signed 
with special focus in the 

compounded by natural 
calamities but is also fac-
ing human and animal 
conflict, which needs to 
give special attention as 
the rural people depend 
on agricultural and its 
allied production as their 
mainstay. 

Disaster management 

officer, Wokha, Mercy, 
also presented reports on 
damage assessment and 
utilisation of funds. 

Briefing about hu-
man-elephant conflict 
in the district, DFO Wok-
ha, Zuthunglo Patton, 
said Wokha district holds 
more then 2/3rd of Naga-

land’s elephant popula-
tion which is the second 
highest density per sq. km 
after Karnataka.

While highlighting 
some mitigation meas-
ures and challenges un-
dertaken by the WDDMA, 
Patton has suggested re-
lief/ compensation for 

damage of crop, proper-
ties and injury or loss of 
life. He has further sug-
gested awareness (village 
to village, door to door) 
in high conflict areas and 
various low cost tech-
niques for early warning 
system during crop raid-
ing by elephants.

Dimapur, April 5 (EMN): The Kohima battalion of the 
Assam Rifles have informed about the detainment of a 
person said to have been in possession of illegal arms 
and ammunition. The person was said to have been de-
tained during an operation at lower Chandmari colony 
in Kohima on April 4, according to a press release from 
the security force.

The accused was identified to be one M Vicha 
Sekhose (47), and a resident of Lower Chandmari  colony. 
The troops said to have recovered a 7.65 pistol, a 7.65 
revolver, three 7.65 live rounds, one 7.65 ‘misfired’ round, 
a magazine; and tools for weapon repairing, besides  
documents from the person’s possession. 

The Assam Rifles stated that the accused and the 
confiscated items were handed over to Kohima South 
Police Station for further investigation.

Dimapur, April 5 (EMN): The representative 
of 32nd Atoizu assembly constituency in 
Zunheboto district, Picto Shohe, has assured 
of his commitment to working for the devel-
opment of the area.

Picto stated this during a thanksgiving 
programme that was conducted at Atoizu 
local ground on April 5. He told the gather-
ing that he would leave no stone unturned 
in ‘bringing development’ due them. He as-
sured the people of the constituency about 
his commitment to sincerely work for the 
development of the area. 

Picto thanked God for making him victo-
rious during the recently held assembly elec-
tions. He also thanked the voters for support-
ing him and appealed for their continuous 
support so that he could work for the welfare 
of the people.

Dimapur, April 5 (EMN): 
An inter ministerial cen-
tral team (IMCT) from 
Delhi conducted a meet-
i n g  w i t h  t h e  Wo k h a 
District Disaster Man-
agement Authority (WD-
DMA) in the distr ict 
deputy commissioner’s 
conference hall in Wokha 
on April 5. The team was 
led by joint secretary at 
the ministry of Home 
Affairs VB Dubey.  The 
team is to assess dam-
age caused due to flood-
ing and landslides during 
2017, it was informed. 

During the meeting, 
the chairman of the WD-
DMA Dr. Manazir Jeelani 
Samoon, has highlight-
ed on disaster scenario, 
vulnerability and hazard 
analysis of Wokha district. 
The DC also highlighted 
that the district is not only 

un-banked areas of the 
state. The MoU was signed 
by Imtilemba Longkumer, 
managing director of Na-
galand State Co-operative 
Bank Ltd, and Thuchu 
Pfithu, director of Social 
Welfare Society for Rural 
Development, on April 5. 

A press release is-
sued by FIC manager, VK 
Disong, stated that Meluri 
sub-division has 31 villag-
es and three towns with 
only one bank branch at 
Meluri.

It further informed 
that the bank had been 
undertaking vigorous 
initiatives to cover the 
‘un-banked’ blocks of 
the state according to the 
directive of the Reserve 
Bank of India.

fore monsoon.
The DC, who is also 

the vice chairman of Di-
mapur District Planning 
and Development Board 
(DPDB), stated this while 
addressing the monthly 
DPDB meeting held on 
April 5 in his office’s con-
ference hall.

Reviewing the last 
DPDB meeting, the house 
has decided to forwarded 
the proposal for regis-
tration of Highway Area 
Sumi Sports Association, 
Ikishe village, and upgra-

dation of Spring Valley 
School, Chekiye village, 
for approval as all the cri-
teria were found to be in 
place. Further, the house 
also decided to forward 
to the higher authority 
for registration of Friend-
ship Old Age Home Soci-
ety and Act of Kindness 
Society, Dimapur. With 
regard to registration of 
Cleaning Brothers Foun-
dation, East Police Colo-
ny, Dimapur, the house 
forwarded the matter 
to DMC chairman, Di-

mapur, for further veri-
fication. For registration 
of Pine Firewood Deal-
ers’ Union, the house en-
trusted SDO (C) Sadar for 
verification. Proposal for 
registration of some more 
societies was decided to 
be taken up in the next 
DPDB meeting.

In the meeting, DC 
Dimapur reminded the 
DDMA Dimapur district 
members to positively 
attend the meeting which 
is slated on April 7 in the 
DC’s conference hall.

Thanksgiving Programme
Facta non Verba

NatioNalist Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP)

Date : 7th April 2018  Time : 5:00 PM

Venue : Niathu Resort, Chumukedima, Dimapur

 Chairperson :  Mr. Nuzota Swuro, 
   Working President

1. Opening Prayer :  Mr. Nungsang Aier, 
   Vice President

2. Welcome address :  Mr. A. Nyamnyei Konyak, 
   Working President

3. Felicitation :

4. Presidential address :  Mr. Chingwang Konyak, 
   President

5. Speech :  Mr. Neiphiu Rio, 
   Hon’ble Chief Minister, Nagaland

6. Report :  Mr. Abu Metha, 
   Secretary General

7. Concluding Remarks :  Mr. Alemtemshi Jamir, 
   Working President

Followed by dinner

All CEB Members, Elected Members, President and 
General Secretary of all regions, Frontals, Advisors, 

Committee are Invited.

D-5221
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Shillong, April 5 (PTI): The severe 
hailstorm that lashed Meghalaya last 
week and affecting over 2,500 house-
holds, has forced the government 
to keep Rs 20 lakh each with the 
district chiefs for immediate relief in 
case of calamity, the Assembly was 
informed today.

On March 30, a severe hailstorm 
lashed several districts of the state. 
The most severely affected districts 
were West Jaintia Hills, West Khasi 
Hills and East Garo Hills.

As per initial reports, a total of 
237 villages have been affected in 
these districts. Around 2,500 house-
holds have been affected, Revenue 
and Disaster Management Minister 
Kyrmen Shylla said while replying 
to a call attention motion moved by 
Congress MLA P T Sawkmie.

While informing that there was 
no loss of life, the minister said, 
areas under Mawshynrut, Mairang, 
Laskein, Songsak, Rongjeng and 
Samanda CnRD blocks were the 
worst-hit.

Since assessment is still going on, 
the figures may change, he said.

He also said the Revenue & Dis-

aster Management Department is 
in touch with the Guwahati-based 
Regional Meteorological Centre and 
the North East Space Application 
Centre (NESAC) at Umiam for ad-
vanced weather forecasts.

The state government has also 
released an amount of Rs 20 lakh to 
every deputy commissioners in all 
the districts so they can meet imme-
diate needs for relief in case of such a 
calamity, he said.

Chief Minister Conrad Sangma 
also convened an emergency meet-
ing the next day which was attended 
by Shylla and his cabinet colleagues 
Sniawbhalang Dhar and Coming 
Ymbon, besides the chief secretary 
and other senior officers.

The meeting took stock of the 
situation and decided to take im-
mediate action to extend relief and 
other necessary assistance to the 
victims of the natural calamity in the 
form of Gratuitous Relief, tarpaulins 
and CGI sheets, Shylla said.

The department also issued 
instructions to all Deputy Commis-
sioners to make detailed assessment 
of damage to dwelling houses, crops, 

horticulture crops, livestock and 
poultry and to submit reports as 
early as possible.

Earlier, saying that climate 
change impacts will only get worse 
going forward, the chief minister 
said there should be a mitigation 
policy in place.

He said the frequency of flash 
floods had gone up in the state in the 
last few years and as per the expecta-
tions of scientists, the situation will 
get worse.

It (climate change impact) will 
get worse and there should be an 
adaptation and mitigation policy. 
We are working on a war footing 
in this regard, Sangma said during 
question hour.

Sangma said that he, along with 
Water Resources Minister Metbah 
Lyngdoh, had met Union Water Re-
sources Minister Nitin Gadkari last 
week on the issue. 

Lyngdoh said that various flood 
protection schemes to control flood 
water of Jinjiram River in the plain 
belts of Garo Hills had been pre-
pared and were awaiting sanction 
from the Centre.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 5 (EMN): 
Manipur Chief Minis-
ter Nongthonbam Biren 
Singh on April 5 Thursday 
convened a day long dis-
cussion for the upcoming 
‘Go to the Village’ mission 
at Darbar Hall of Chief 
Minister’s Secretariat in 
Imphal.

The discussion ses-
sion was attended by the 
Deputy Chief Minister Y 
Joykumar, Works minister 
Th Biswajit, Consumers 
affairs and public distri-
bution minister Karam 
Shyam, Forest minister Th 
Shyamkumar, sports min-
ister Letpao Haokip, social 
welfare ministers Nemcha 
Kipgen, state chief secre-
tary Dr Suresh Babu and 
other top officials of the 
state government.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Biren Singh appealed 
the people to work togeth-
er towards maintaining 
transparency to help poor 
and needy people and 
bring positive change in 
the state.

Stating that under the 
‘Go to the Village’ mission, 
the ministers and govern-
ment officials would visit 
every village in each and 
every constituency of the 
state, he asked the officials 
to cooperate in making 
Manipur a ‘model state’ 
for development in the 
country.

The chief minister also 
announced that there 
would be an interaction 
session cum meeting re-

garding the ‘Go to the Vil-
lage’ mission at City Con-
vention Centre in Imphal 
on April 8 wherein all the 
cabinet ministers, admin-
istrative secretaries, DCs, 
head of departments and 
other top officials should 
attend the interaction pro-
gramme to chalk out plans 
for the successful of the 
mission which is sched-
uled to be launched dur-
ing the first week of May. 
He also assured that the 
government would pro-
vide alternative livelihood 
to those farmers who were 
engaged in poppy planta-
tion in the past.

Biren Singh further 
stated that the govern-
ment would identify and 
encourage promising 
entrepreneurs especially 
those living in villages.

Maintaining that in-

frastructure mapping of 
villages would be done 
soon he directed the DCs 
to create wide awareness 
campaigns about the mis-
sion in every district of the 
state. He however assured 
that there would be no 
financial crunch under the 
‘Go to the Village’ mission 
to bring inclusive develop-
ment in the State.

The chief minister also 
advised the tops officials 
to co-ordinate, co-oper-
ate and share knowledge 
among them to make the 
mission successful and 
to bring inclusive devel-
opment in the state. He 
informed that ‘teamwork’ 
is a must to overcome any 
problems. Sectors such as 
agriculture, power, educa-
tion, health etc. would 
be given foremost prior-
ity under the mission. He 

added a committee would 
be formed with the chief 
minster as chairman, dep-
uty chief minister as vice-
chairman, PWD minister 
as convenor and MLAs as 
members in order to make 
the mission successful.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and central min-
isters appreciated the ef-
forts and achievements of 
the new BJP led coalition 
government in Manipur 
during last one year, he 
added. 

B i r e n  S i n g h  a l s o 
sought help and coopera-
tion from the officials of 
the state government in-
cluding the top officers in 
making Manipur a model 
state for development in 
the country. 

Deputy Chief Minister 
Yumnam Joykumar also 
spoke on the occasion. 

Dimapur, April 5 (EMN): 
The Zeliangrong Students’ 
Union Manipur (ZSUM) 
expressed shock to learn 
the Tatar  Hoho, NSCN/ 
GPRN (IM) arbitrary deci-
sion made on March 23 
2018 during  their Tatar 
Hoho session at Hebron in 
Peren district of Nagaland 
to trifurcate by recognis-
ing  the Zeliangrong tribe 
into three separate tribes ( 
zeme, liangmai and rong-
mei) without  prior infor-
mation and consent from 
the Zeliangrong Apex and 
Frontal Organisations. 

A press release issued 
by the ZSUM on April 5 
mentioned that such ac-
tion is extremely contra-
dictory and shocking to 
“Zeliangrong Tribe” be-
cause Zeliangrong tribe 
has been recognized by 
the Naga provisional gov-
ernment (GPRN) in all 
the social and political 
platforms. 

The release further 
stated that the unilateral 
decision of the Tatar Hoho 
on the matter is a direct 
challenge and an insult to 
all the Zeliangrong Apex 
and Frontal Organizations 
as the Tatar Hoho failed to 
consult with these organi-
sations. 

Interference to the Ze-
liangrong tribe by the Tatar 
HOHO is not a good sign, 
the release stated.

‘The Zeliangrong peo-
ple have absolute right to 
resolve its own differences 
within the family. In any 
given democratic nation 
or social set there is no 
room to interfere in ones 
family’s affair,’ the released 
notified. 

Such act to Zelian-
grong family is said to have 
direct negative impact 
even to the Naga national 
movement. 

‘We the students union 
doesn’t want such thing 
to happen as we have full 
faith in the Naga political 
negotiation that one day 
we shall overcome as we 
have made an immense 
political progress by sign-
ing the Framework Agree-
ment on August 3 2015 
between GOI and NSCN/
GPRN (IM),’ the release 
stated. 

The ZSUM in the inter-
est of Zeliangrong people 
in particular and in the 
larger interest of Nagas 
through the release has 
sincerely appealed the 
Tatar Hoho GPRN/NSCN 
(IM) to withdraw the said 
decision at the earliest. 

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, April 5 (EMN): 
One linked man of Peo-
ple’s Democratic Council 
of Karbi Longri (PDCK) 
i d e n t i f i e d  a s  Hi m a i 
Phangcho son of Dhons-
ing Phangcho of Sarpo 
Terang vil lage under 
Diphu sadar Police sta-
tion was apprehended by 

Diphu police on April 1. 
Phangcho was arrest-

ed after a complaint was 
made on charge of extor-
tion in the name of the 
banned organisation.

D y.  Su p e r i n t e n d -
ent of Police N. Singson 
in Diphu on April 5 in-
formed that investigation 
the accused was arrested. 

Itanagar, April 5 (PTI): Aru-
nachal Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Pema Khandu today 
said the state government 
has allocated Rs 6 crore 
for celebration of all local 
indigenous festivals.

It has been a substan-
tial rise as the amount was 
only Rs 1.5 crore earlier, 
Khandu said while attend-
ing the Mopin festival of 
the Galo community here.

“The fund will be dis-
bursed to all the districts 
and then to all community 
based organisations,” he 
said.

Khandu said the state 
government has also al-
located funds to study the 
status of dialects in the state 

in view of the UNESCO 
categorising 26 of them as 
highly endangered.

The state government 
is ready to provide teachers 
to teach local languages in 
schools, he said.

Khandu lauded the 
elders of the Galo com-
munity for preserving their 
rich culture and tradition 
and passing down it suc-
cessfully to the younger 
generation.

He said the state cabi-
net has approved crea-
tion of a new district ‘Lepa 
Rada’ to be carved out of 
Lower Siang district and it 
will be passed in the mon-
soon session of the As-
sembly. 

Dimapur, April 5 (EMN): The Northeast 
Frontier Railway (NFR) has decided to 
introduce a regular weekly express train 
between Dibrugarh and Silchar from 
April 8. 

A press release issued by the NFR Ma-
ligaon on April 5 mentioned that the pro-
posed new train will further strengthen 
the rail connectivity between Barak and 
Brahmaputra valley. 

The new service is said to be jointly 
flagged off by Chief minister of Assam 
Sarbananda Sonowal and Rajen Gohain, 
Minister of state of railways from Dibru-
garh at 6 pm on April 8 in presence of 
other distinguished guests. 

The regular service of the train is said 
to start from April 16 from Dibrugarh and 

from Silchar on April 17. 
The release further mentioned that 

the frequency of the train will be in-
creased to bi-weekly or more in due 
course of time after ascertaining the ac-
tual demand from passengers. 

The train is said to have AC 2 tier, AC 
3 tier, sleeper class and general second 
class accommodation.  Also, the train is 
said to have stoppages at Sibsagar Town, 
Simaluguri Jn, Mariani Jn, Furkating Jn, 
Dimapur, Lumding, New Haflong, Badar-
pur Jn during its journey both ways. 

The inaugural programme at Dibru-
garh will be relayed through video link 
to Silchar where people would be able to 
view the function live and be a part of the 
historic occasion.

Shillong, April 5 (PTI): The con-
struction of an Assam police out-
post in the disputed Block II Ri-Bhoi 
district of Meghalaya has been 
stopped after the district deputy 
commissioner and the Meghalaya 
chief secretary requested their 
counterparts to stop the work, the 
Assembly was informed today.

Meghalaya and Assam have 12 
areas under disputes along the 884 
km long interstate border.

“The construction work at 
Umru village (disputed area) has 
been stopped by the Government 
of Assam on March 23, 2018,” Chief 
Minister Conrad K Sangma said 
while replying to a zero-hour no-
tice tabled by Umroi MLA George 
B Lyngdoh.

He said the Assam officials had 

visited the village in November last 
year with a view to set up a police 
out post, the work began on March 
14 after construction materials were 
unloaded at the site and 10 labour-
ers employed.

The work was stopped on March 
20 after strong opposition from 
the local villagers and the Ri-Bhoi 
deputy commissioner but con-
struction resumed the following day 
on the instructions from authorities 
in West Karbi Anglong district of As-
sam, the chief minister said.

The chief secretary wrote to his 
counterparts in Assam n March 
22 requesting for intervention and 
stop to the construction work, he 
said.

Earlier, replying to supplemen-
tary questions during the question 

hour Sangma said the cause of the 
dispute between the two neigh-
bouring states was because both 
have political maps prepared by the 
respective state.

Assuring that the state govern-
ment is trying to find a solution 
to this long pending problem, the 
chief minister said Meghalaya will 
stick to the political map that is 
available to it to claim the areas in 
dispute.

Sangma said the Centre had 
constituted the Y V Chandrachud 
Committee in 1985 to solve the 
matter and demarcate the border 
between the two states. Revenue 
Minister Kyrmen Shylla informed 
that the total area of difference 
between Assam and Meghalaya is 
approximately 2729.14 sq km.

Agartala, April 5 (PTI): Af-
ter a landslide victory in 
the Assembly elections in 
Tripura, BJP is now con-
solidating its ground level 
forces to win both the Lok 
Sabha seats from the state 
in 2019 general elections, 
its general secretary for NE 
region Ajay Jamwal said.

Jamwal came here 
yesterday to strengthen 
party organisation and re-
lationship of party with the 
government, BJP spokes-
person Mrinal Kanti Deb 
told PTI.

After coming here he 
had held a series of meet-
ings with booth level work-
ers at Majlishpur, Khay-

erpur, Ramnagar and 
Bishalgarh constituencies, 
Deb said.

“We have to ensure vic-
tory for both Lok Sabha 
seats in Tripura with huge 
votes and that is our next 
target,” he had said in his 
address to the party leaders 
and workers at Khayerpur, 
about 15 km from here, 
yesterday.

He also asked BJP 
leaders and supporters to 
celebrate the party’s 38th 
Foundation Day on April 
06 in booth level across the 
state.

Jamwal said BJP work-
ers should keep rpt keep 
their eyes open for any ir-

regularities which might be 
done while implementing 
government schemes and 
projects.

“Each of our party 
workers should have our 
core values including re-
spect for our festivals, ritu-
als and love for the nation. 
This main mantra should 
be nurtured by every party 
supporter to develop the 
country into a modern 
state,” he said. “Every booth 
level worker has to work as 
a conscious activist. Com-
plain about any irregularity 
to the elected public repre-
sentative. Knock the doors 
of chief minister if needed,” 
he told party colleagues. 

Shillong, April 5 (PTI): The con-
struction of a border fence, along 
the Zero Line, has displaced at 
least 100 families in Meghalaya’s 
South Garo Hills, forcing them 
to live on the other side of the 
fence, an NPP legislator told the 
Assembly today.

Rakkam A Sangma, an MLA 
from Rongara Siju constituency, 
demanded that the construction 
work should be limited to a dis-
tance of 150 yards from the Zero 
Line and urged the state govern-
ment to take up the matter with 
the Centre.

During a debate on the Gov-
ernor Ganga Prasad’s address in 
Assembly, which resumed busi-
ness after a gap of 12 days, the 
National People’s Party (NPP) 
MLA said, over 100 families have 
moved to the other side of the 
border due to the construction 
work. Meghalaya shares 443-km-
long border with Bangladesh.

To make matters worse, he 
said, these families do not get any 
support from the state for health, 
electricity and other facilities, he 
asserted.

“As per convention, the fenc-

ing should be erected 150 yards 
away from the border. In this 
case, the fencing has stretched 
to over 200-300 metres from the 
border. In some places, it even 
went up to half a kilometre from 
the Zero Line,” he said.

The legislator also stressed 
the need to develop the South 
Garo Hills district, which, at 
present, “lacks road connectivity, 
education and health facilities”.

Due to bad road conditions, 
Rakkam said, he nearly lost his 
wife once as it took him hours 
to take her to a hospital at Tura, 

around 100 km away from the 
district.

On education, Rakkam said 
some schools in the district run 
with only one teacher.

There are many schools here 
that open seasonally due to ab-
sence of roofs, Rakkam lamented, 
urging the authorities to take 
stock of the situation. 

Talking about health facilities, 
the MLA said the district hospital 
was accorded a Civil Hospital sta-
tus six years ago, but no district 
medical officer or specialist have 
been posted there.

Guwahati, April 5 (PTI): A review 
committee of the Assam Assembly 
has accused oil behemoth ONGC 
of not adhering to various norms 
in recruitment of 22 posts reserved 
for people with disabilities (PWDs).

The panel has also asked the 
government to formulate regula-
tions for 100 per cent reservation 
of local people in Grade-III and IV 
posts of the public sector under-
takings (PSUs)of the state.

In its report submitted to the 
House yesterday, the Employment 
Review Committee of the Assam 
Assembly observed that the ONGC 
notification for recruitment to the 
22 vacant posts did not follow the 
prescribed format, as mentioned 
in the Rule 4 of the Employment 
Exchanges Act, 1959.

“As per the Supreme Court 
verdict, it is mandatory to intimate 
the employment exchange, which 
then should sponsor the name of 
the candidates. The ONGC Assam 
Asset did not give any scope to the 
employment exchange to sponsor 

candidates against vacancies,” it 
added.

The committee also pointed 
out that Oil and Natural Gas Cor-
poration (ONGC) claimed to have 
issued notifications to 10 local em-
ployment exchanges, asking them 
to inform eligible candidates with 
valid registration numbers about 
the vacancies, but when asked, the 
company could not provide details 
of the applicants.

The Assembly panel advised 
the government to formulate an 
overall recruitment policy, in ac-
cordance with findings of Gujarat 
Resolution, to provide jobs to local 
youths in PSUs such as ONGC, 
OIL, Indian Railways and Coal 
India.

“During the course of discus-
sion, the committee observed 
that there is no clear government 
policy regarding recruitment of 
local people, including PwDs, in 
the Grade-III and IV posts of public 
sector undertakings in Assam.

“The committee recommends 

that the department concerned 
should formulate policy for cent 
per cent recruitment of local can-
didates in Grade-III and IV posts 
in all PSUs of the state,” the report 
said.

The investigation by the panel 
also found out that not a single 
member representing the govern-
ment or the Skill, Employment & 
Entrepreneurship Development 
Department was made a part of 
the selection committee, even 
as the norms suggest that the 
notification should be forwarded 
to the department first for wider 
publicity.

It asked the oil major to clearly 
mention that the Grade-III and 
IV PWD posts are reserved for 
the candidates of Assam while 
publishing the advertisements in 
future.

The review committee recom-
mended that the existing 14 vacant 
posts for PwDs should be filled 
up through local employment ex-
changes and sought the creation 

of 30 new Grade-III and IV PWD 
posts for the local people of Assam.

“The committee recommends 
that the Recruitment Board/Se-
lection Committee of PSUs and 
public enterprises should have at 
least one member representing the 
government of Assam/Directorate 
of Skill, Employment & Entrepre-
neurship Development, Assam,” 
the report said.

The panel also said that the 
ONGC should associate itself with 
the local polytechnic institutes 
to provide apprenticeship to the 
students so that they can apply for 
Grade-III and IV posts in future.

Senior officials of the oil major, 
on their part, said they are yet to 
receive the Assembly committee 
report.

It would not be wise to react on 
the matter before going through 
the report, one of the officials said.

“The appointments are made 
by ONGC head office in Dehradun. 
The officials there can furnish de-
tails on the issue,” he added.

INR 20 lakh calamity fund 
for Meghalaya districts

Manipur to launch go-to-the-village mission in May
Biren Singh appeals to the people to work together 

towards maintaining transparency to help the needy 

ZSUM against trifurcation 
of three Zeliangrong tribes 

One held for extortion 
in Karbi Anglong

Arunachal allocates INR 6 crore 
to celebrate local festivals

NFR to introduce new weekly train 
between Dibrugarh and Silchar

Construction of Assam police outpost in 
Meghalaya stopped, says Conrad Sangma 

BJP starts working to win 
both LS seats in Tripura

Border fencing displaced 100 families in M’laya — NPP MLA

Anomalies in recruitment process of ONGC — Assembly committee
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Markets soar as RBI holds 
rate, ups growth forecast

Gold slips, silver plunges below INR 38,000-mark

Vodafone rolls out VoLTE services in major UP towns

Ex-Tata Group chief strategist 
pens book on mastering work, life

Rupee surges 18 paise 
on bullish RBI growth call

Reliance Commercial Finance raises 
INR 500 cr. on new BSE Bond platform

Mumbai, April 5 (IANS): Stock exchange major 
BSE on Thursday said Reliance Commercial Fi-
nance (RCFL) has raised Rs 500 crore by issuing 
bonds on private placement basis using its Bond 
platform. According to the BSE, this is the maiden 
issue on its Bond platform after the roll-out of the 
new Circular issued by market regulator Securi-
ties and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) on Janu-
ary 5, 2018, effective from April 1, 2018. “On April 
4, 2018, Reliance Commercial Finance Ltd suc-
cessfully raised Rs 500 crore by issuing bonds on 
private placement basis using the new BSE Bond 
platform,” the BSE said in a statement.

Devang Modi, Executive Director and CEO, 
RCFL, said: “We are delighted that in keeping with 
the Reliance Group’s tradition of being involved 
with many firsts in India’s capital markets, Reli-
ance Commercial Finance has become the first 
company today to issue bonds on the BSE Bond.” 

“We are seeing a steady growth in our SME 
(small and medium enterprises) and retail financ-
ing business, and the proceeds from this private 
placement will help fund future growth,” he said.

The BSE had on July 1, 2016, launched the plat-
form for Electronic Book Mechanism “BSE Bond” 
for issuance of debt securities on private place-
ment basis and an amount of Rs 424,083 crore has 
been raised on the platform since inception.

“BSE firmly believes that Indian primary bond 
market is poised for substantial growth; India can 
use its domestic savings to fund its finance needs 
in a substantive manner,” said Ashishkumar Chau-
han, MD and CEO, BSE.

Zinc prices slip on subdued demand
Mumbai, April 5 (PTI): Zinc, copper scrap heavy 
and copper armature slipped at the non-ferrous 
metals market here today on stockists’ selling amid 
subdued demand from alloy industries. While, brass 
prices gained further on firm demand from con-
sumer industries. Zinc fell by Rs 3 per kg to Rs 244 
from Wednesday’s closing level of Rs 247.

Copper scrap heavy and copper armature sof-
tened by a rupee per kg each to Rs 443 and Rs 435, 
respectively. However, brass sheet cutting moved up 
by Rs 2 per kg to Rs 354 from Rs 352. Brass utensils 
scrap inched up by a Re per kg to Rs 337.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Mumbai, April 5 (PTI): 
The Indian rupee today 
recovered from deep 
overnight losses and end-
ed higher by 18 paise at 
64.97 against the US dol-
lar after the RBI lowered 
its inflation forecast and 
revised up its growth out-
look.

Highly positive market 
sentiment largely domi-
nated the forex trading 
from the beginning on the 
back of cooling of trade 
tensions between the US 
and China with global 
markets stabilising.

A breathtaking rally in 
domestic equities along 
with a slew of positive do-
mestic cues including -- 
forecast of a normal mon-
soon and encouraging 
services sector PMI data 
-- added to the recovery 
momentum despite high-
er dollar overseas.

The home currency 
touched a high of 64.95 
in early trade against the 
greenback.

The 10-year bench-
mark bond yield tumbled 
sharply to 7.13 per cent 
from its previous close of 
7.29 per cent.

The Reserve Bank 
concluded its two-day 
monetary policy meet-
ing today, by leaving the 
key benchmark rate un-
changed at 6 per cent for 
the fourth consecutive 
time since August last 
year.

While, the policy out-
come was along expected 
lines, the apex bank out-
lined for the new fiscal a 
higher growth rate of 7.4 
per cent in the current fi-

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 5th April’18

NO.M-48/18/236 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. S. 
Ngangshikaba -Vrs- Mangkojiba  resident of Dimapur Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 
51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
05/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: S. Ngangshikaba
Village/Block No: 5, Patta No: 877
Dag No: 960, Area: 00-01-11

NOTICE

D-
52

16Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 5th April 18

NO: REV-1/90-D/240 / Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti Kahuto Zhimomi resident of Dimapur who 
has applied for issue of mortgage clearance concerning 
to Patta No.1348, Dag No. 1845 measuring an area of 
00-02 -10 located at Block No/Village- Padumpukhuri, 
Mouza No.03  which has been mortgage in the NIDC Bank/
Society.

Claims & Objection if any on the aforesaid land may be 
submitted in written in the Court of the undersigned on or 
before 12/04/18.

NOTICE

D-
52

18Sd/-  
Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 5th April 18

NO: REV-1/90-D/239 /  Notice is hereby 
given that Shri/Smti Kahuto Sumi resident of Dimapur 
who has applied for issue of mortgage clearance concerning 
to Patta No.842, Dag No.738/947  measuring an area of 
00-02 -10 located at Block No/Village- 8, Mouza No.03  
which has been mortgage in the NIDC Bank/Society.

Claims & Objection if any on the aforesaid land may be 
submitted in written in the Court of the undersigned on or 
before 12/04/18.

NOTICE

D-
52

19Sd/-  
Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 5th April’ 18

NO.M-56/18/254-05  Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. 
Juha Seniyi -Vrs- Khenito H. Achumi resident of Dimapur 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 
& 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
05/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Juha Seniyi
Village/Block No: Puranabazar, Patta No: 827
Dag No: 1307, Area: 00-04-15

NOTICE

D-
52

17Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

AFFIDAVIT
I, Shri. Toyikhu Zhimomi S/o. Khehoto Sema R/o. H. No. 652 Block-VI Chekiye Village, in 
the district of Dimapur, Nagaland, do hereby solemnly affirm an oath and declare as under:
1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India belonging to Sumi Tribe.
2. That my name has been entered and recorded as K. Toyikhu Sema in my educational 

documents/certificates whereas my name has been entered and recorded as Toyikhu 
Zhimomi in my PAN card and Birth Certificate.

3. That the name K. Toyikhu Sema and Toyikhu Zhimomi refers to one and same 
person.

4. That henceforth, my name shall be used/known as Toyikhu Zhimomi.
5. That this affidavit is made for the purpose of declaring that the name K. Toikhu Sema 

and Toyikhu Zhimomi are one and same person and the name Toyikhu Zhomomi shall 
be used in all my official and future correspondence.

Solemnly sworn before me      
   Deponent

Notary Public
Dimapur: Nagaland D-5220

DP
-3

73
DP

-3
74

D-5215

K-1623

1. Coaching for NPSC, UPSC(Prelims-2018) SSC and other competitive exams.
2. Montessori Teacher’s Training (PERI) 3.  Spoken English. 
4.   Computer courses:-  (DCA,DTP)
5.   Stenography& Typewriting 6. Cutting & Tailoring 
7.  Embroidery  8. Knitting
  Contact Capital Training Institute
    Near T.C.P. Gate, Kohima
    Mob: 9402831939/9436201083
K-1622

ADMISSION

nancial year and lower in-
flationary forecast at 4.7-
5.1 per cent for the first 
half of the fiscal, boosting 
overall forex market senti-
ment.

The rupee opened on 
a strong note at 65.03 as 
compared to Wednesday’s 
close of 65.15 at the inter-
bank foreign exchange 
(forex) market on fresh 
dollar selling by exporters 
and banks.

It oscillated between 
a high of 64.95 and a low 
of 65.13 most part of the 
day with good amount of 
volatility in the face of RBI 
meet outcome.

The local unit finally 
settled at 64.97, revealing 
a steep rise of 18 paise, or 
0.28 per cent.

Yesterday, the rupee 
fell 14 paise against the 
USD.

The RBI, meanwhile, 
fixed the reference rate for 
the dollar at 65.0601 and 
for the euro at 79.7767.

Globally, the dollar 
rallied against a basket of 
other major currencies 
amid hopes that the US 
and China will reach a 
compromise to overcome 
rising trade tensions.

The dollar index, 
which measures the 
greenback’s value against 
a basket of six major cur-
rencies, was up at 90.08 in 
early trade.

Meanwhile, crude oil 
prices steadied on fading 
trade tensions between 
the US and China even 

as a surprise draw in US 
crude inventories last 
week supported the mar-
ket.

In the cross currency 
trade, the Indian unit 
recouped against the 
pound sterling to end 
at 91.25 from 91.48 and 
pulled back against the 
euro to finish at 79.68 as 
compared to 80.03 earlier.

It also recovered 
against the Japanese yen 
to close at 60.68 per yens 
from 61.35 yesterday.

Elsewhere, the com-
mon currency euro drift-
ed to fresh one-week low 
against the US Dollar after 
the services PMI report 
saw sharp deceleration 
in economic activity in 
March as both manufac-
turing and services sec-
tors are cooling off from 
the cyclical high amid 
fading US-China trade 
tensions.

The pound sterling 
also maintained its down-
trend after the UK services 
PMI fell to the lowest level 
in last 20 months. The UK 
services PMI dropped 
from 54.5 in February to 
51.7 in March.

In forward market 
today, premium for dol-
lar fell sharply owing to 
sustained receiving from 
exporters.

The benchmark six-
month forward premium 
payable in August de-
clined to 103.50-105.50 
paise from 108-110 paise 
and the fag-forward Feb-
ruary 2019 contract also 
dropped sharply to 223-
225 paise from 230-232 
overnight.

Lucknow, April 5 (PTI): Telecom service 
provider Vodafone today announced 
the roll out of its Voice over LTE (VoLTE) 
services in major cities of Uttar Pradesh, 
including Kanpur, Varanasi, Gorakhpur, 
Allahabad, Faizabad, besides the state 
capital, and around 26,000 towns and 
villages in the circle.

Announcing the launch of the Voda-
fone VoLTE service, Nipun Sharma, Busi-
ness Head - UP East, Vodafone India, 

said, “We have been making significant 
investments to expand, upgrade and 
modernise our network to ensure that 
we provide the finest service experience 
and seamless connectivity to our valued 
customers.

“VoLTE is a step further towards en-
hancing customer experience and ena-
bling our customers in Uttar Pradesh 
East to explore newer possibilities with 
their smart devices,” he said.

New Delhi, April 5 (PTI): 
Faced with his own crisis, 
former Tata Group chief 
strategist Nirmalya Ku-
mar has authored a book 
that stresses on thinking 
smart in the scenario of 
contradictory goals and 
ambidextrous skills and 
how to master work, life 
and everything in-be-
tween.

In Kumar’s words, 
“Unexpectedly, and sud-
denly, being fired, how 
do you spend a year be-
fore any new assignment 
commences? I had always 
dreamt of writing a gen-
eral interest book that en-
capsulates those of my life 
learnings that are worth 
sharing with others.” 

He says the book 
“Thinking Smart: How 
to Master Work, Life and 
Everything In-between” 
has been 30 years in the 
making.

The book, published 
by Harper Business, aims 
at helping readers in their 
own lives and careers, 
from managing people, 
teams, strategy, finances 
to even giving a few tips 

on managing life.
“For executives it is an 

invaluable book finding 
key tips on fundamental 
issues they would need to 
think about-whether it is 
career growth, developing 
capabilities, managing fi-
nances, salary or even just 
how important they are 
to the organisation,” says 
Krishan Chopra, pub-
lisher (business and non-
fiction) at HarperCollins 
India.

“Kumar’s ‘Thinking 
Smart’ is truly one of the 
smartest books that make 
you ready to master work 
and life. Fifty-two crisp 
chapters covering almost 
every issue that a modern 
executive grapples with 
both at the workplace and 
outside of it,” says Akriti 
Tyagi, head of marketing 
at HarperCollins India.

“Kumar possesses a 
unique blend of a phi-
losopher’s mind and a 
millennial’s ebullience. 
It’s this quality that makes 
his insights so profound. 
Anyone who wants to get 
more out of his life should 
read this book,” Tyagi 

Mumbai, April 5 (PTI): Gold prices 
declined Rs 370 per 10 grams at the 
bullion market here today, mostly 
on the back of weak overseas cues 
and muted demand from local jew-
ellers.

Silver followed suit and dropped 
below the crucial Rs 38,000-mark 
by tumbling Rs 430 per kg on poor 
offtake by industrial units.

Standard gold (99.5 purity) 
dropped by Rs 370 to conclude at Rs 
30,540 per 10 grams from Wednes-
day’s closing level of Rs 30,910.

Pure gold (99.9 purity) also 
shed the same amount to end at Rs 

Mumbai, April 5 (PTI): 
Benchmark Sensex shot 
up 577 points today after 
the RBI kept the policy 
rate unchanged but said 
growth will rebound this 
fiscal amid softening in-
flation.

Equities were also bu-
oyed by favourable glo-
bal trends after the US 
indicated it was open to 
negotiations in its trade 
dispute with China, eas-
ing fears of a full-blown 
trade war.

A string of positive 
domestic cues, including 
forecast of a normal mon-
soon and encouraging 
services sector PMI data, 
added to the buying mo-
mentum, brokers said.

The Reserve Bank kept 
the repo rate unchanged 
at 6 per cent as widely 
expected but lowered re-
tail inflation projection 
to 4.7-5.1 per cent for the 
first half of the fiscal.

It also said India’s 
economic growth rate is 
expected to strengthen 
to 7.4 per cent in the cur-
rent financial year, from 
6.6 per cent in 2017-18, 
on account of revival in 
investment activity.

The BSE Sensex, 
which opened strong at 
33,289.96, surged to the 
session’s high of 33,637.46 
soon after the RBI’s policy 
announcement, before fi-
nally ending at 33,596.80, 
up 577.73 points, or 1.75 
per cent.

This was its biggest 
single day gain since 
March 12 when it had 
rallied 610.80 points. The 
gauge had lost 351.56 
points in the previous ses-
sion.

On similar lines, the 
NSE Nifty, after shuttling 
between 10,331.80 and 
10,227.45, finished the 
day 196.75 points, or 1.94 
points higher at 10,325.15.

Rate sensitive stocks 
were at the forefront of 
the rally after the RBI 
eased NPA provisioning 
norms for banks.

The BSE Banking in-
dex surged 2.78 per cent 
as shares of state-run SBI 
rose 4.66 per cent, fol-
lowed by ICICI Bank 3.52 
per cent, Kotak Bank 3.38 
per cent, Axis Bank 2.65 
per cent, IndusInd Bank 
2.52 per cent and Yes Bank 
2.36 per cent.

“Market rallied ow-

ing to ease in global trade 
anxiety and RBI’s stance 
on cut in inflation to 4.7-
5.1% in H1FY19 due to 
sharp moderation in food 
prices and expectation of 
normal monsoon.

“Policy was in conso-
nance with the neutral 
stance and limited the 
chances of rate hike in the 
near term due to favour-
able domestic triggers 
and consequent decline 
in yield. On the other 
hand, volatility in oil price 
and rising interest rates 
globally may influence 
central bank to remain 
on hold,” said Vinod Nair, 
Head of Research, Geojit 
Financial Services.

Meanwhile, foreign 
portfolio investors (FPIs) 
bought shares worth Rs 
335.18 crore on net ba-
sis, while domestic insti-
tutional investors (DIIs) 
sold equities to the tune of 
Rs 152.55 crore yesterday, 
provisional data showed.

Other gainers in the 
Sensex pack were Tata 
Steel, L&T, Adani Ports, 
Infosys, HUL, TCS, NTPC, 
Wipro, RIL, Sun Pharma, 
HDFC Ltd,ONGC and Dr 
Reddy’s, rising up to 3.67 
per cent.

The rate-sensitive 
auto index ended 1.76 per 
cent higher, with Hero 
MotoCorp, Tata Motors, 
M&M, Maruti Suzuki and 
Bajaj Auto rising by up to 
3.11 per cent.

In other sectoral in-
dices, Metal rose 4.14 per 
cent, realty 2.55 per cent, 
PSU 2.19 per cent, con-
sumer durables 1.85 per 
cent, capital goods 1.83 
per cent, infrastructure 
1.82 per cent, IT 1.55 per 
cent, teck 1.44 per cent 
and oil & gas 1.26 per cent.

The rally extended to 
the broader markets as 
well, lifting the mid-cap 
index by 1.88 per cent and 
small-cap 1.87 per cent.

In the Asian region, 
Japan’s Nikkei ended 1.53 
per cent higher, while 
Singapore gained 1.97 
per cent. Hong Kong and 
Shanghai markets were 
shut today for a public 
holiday.

In the Eurozone, 
Frankfurt’s DAX gained 
1.80 per cent and Paris 
CAC advanced 1.73 per 
cent in early deals. Lon-
don’s FTSE too was up 
1.29 per cent.

30,690 per 10 grams as compared to 
Rs 31,060 earlier. Silver (.999 fine-
ness) slumped by Rs 430 to finish at 
Rs 37,900 per kg from Rs 38,330 pre-
viously. Globally, gold prices fell af-
ter the US and China signalled will-
ingness to resolve a trade dispute 

through negotiations, reducing safe 
haven demand for bullion.

Spot gold was down 0.4 per cent 
at USD 1,327.11 an ounce in early 
trade. In other precious metals, spot 
silver was up 0.1 per cent at USD 
16.29 an ounce.

adds.
Kumar is currently 

with Singapore Manage-
ment University and a 
distinguished fellow at 
INSEAD. He has previ-
ously taught at Columbia 
University, Harvard Busi-
ness School, IMD (Swit-
zerland), London Busi-
ness School and Kellogg 
School of Management. 
As a consultant, he has 
worked with more than 
50 Fortune 500 compa-
nies.
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Protecting 
Tolerance

P
eople may raise questions about the democrat-
ic ideals of India because it does not entirely 
follow the Western concepts. But no one can 
question the tolerant nature of Indian society. 

For years India has remained a confluence of various 
races, cultures and traditions. No one can claim to be 
the sole proprietor of Indian nationalism. The said na-
tionalism is a gift of tolerance which embraced each and 
everyone with open hands. But quite sadly that toler-
ant nature of Indian society is quickly fading away. The 
manner in which violence engulfed almost the entire 
country during the Bharat Bandh call given by various 
Dalit organisations on April 2, proves that fact. The is-
sue was not a big one, on March 20, the Supreme Court 
in a judgement made some changes in the Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) 
Act, 1989. Observing that liberty cannot be denied to 
any innocent individual, the highest court struck down 
the provision of immediate arrest of any person as soon 
as any complaint is filed. The Supreme Court in its or-
der said that a person can only be arrested on charges 
of atrocities against the Dalits after preliminary investi-
gation. At the same time the court also opened the door 
for the accused to attempt and get anticipatory bail.

But the changes in the said Act made Dalits furious. 
Some believed that the Supreme Court diluted the Act 
and became apprehensive of their safety and security. 
As attacks on the Dalits are on the rise for the last cou-
ple of years, they assumed that more attacks would be 
made in the near future with the dilution of the Act. 
Their fear was not unfounded. If anyone goes by the 
statistics in 2016 also many from Scheduled Cast and 
Scheduled Tribes were attacked no less than 47, 338 
times. What is more worrying that only 25.80 per cent 
of offenders were punished. Clearly, the poor ratio of 
crime and punishment has made the lives of Dalits 
more vulnerable. So the Dalits wanted to lodge their 
protests against the Supreme Court order. They were 
angry as the present day government took an ostrich 
like attitude to the entire episode. But the central gov-
ernment did not clear its stand on the judgement till 
the Dalits took to streets. The central government filed 
a review petition on the judgement on the same day 
the Dalits called Bharat Bandh.

There is no denying that the Centre delayed in for-
mulating its views in the said case. A timely interven-
tion by the Centre could well have saved 11 lives and 
crores worth of public properties. But at the same time, 
no one can justify the violence witnessed on Indian 
streets that day. The Dalits have every right to protest. 
But it should have been peaceful. They should not for-
get that silence speaks volumes while noise says noth-
ing. A silent protest would have attracted more sup-
port than the violent one the Dalits staged. The Dalits 
should not forget that changes in the Act were not 
done by any administrative order. It was done by the 
Supreme Court. So, instead of fighting on the streets, 
they should have fought it legally. The manner both the 
sides reacted only shows lack of knowledge and under-
standing of Indian values and ethos. Clearly, tolerance 
which is the essence of Indian society was not shown 
by any side that day.

Monalisa Changkija

God’s kindness meets our deepest need.

“God sent you to me tonight!”
Those were the parting words from the woman 

standing in front of me as we exited our flight to 
Chicago. She had sat across the aisle from me, where 
I learned she was headed home after several flights in 
a round-trip that day. “Do you mind if I ask why you 
had such a quick turnaround?” I inquired. She glanced 
downward: “I just put my daughter in rehab for drug 
abuse today.”

In the moments that followed I gently shared the sto-
ry of my son’s struggle with heroin addiction and how 
Jesus had set him free. As she listened, a smile broke 
through her tears. After the plane landed we prayed to-
gether before parting, asking God to break her daugh-
ter’s chains.

Later that evening I thought of Paul’s words in 2 
Corinthians 1:3–4: “Praise be to the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the 
God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, 
so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the 
comfort we ourselves receive from God.”

All around us are people who need to be encour-
aged with the comfort only God can give. He wants us 
to reach out to them with tenderhearted compassion, to 
share the love He has shared with us. May God send us 
to those who need His comfort today!

I praise You for Your compassion for us at the cross, 
Lord! Help me to comfort others with Your kindness 

and love today.

DAILYPATH
Comfort Shared

BIBLE READ:   2 CORINTHIANS 1:1–10
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me,  
I am sending you.  

~  John 20:21

The Impermanence of Permanence

E
lections to the 13th Naga-
land State Assembly are over 
and a new state Government 
has been formed earlier this 

month. That quite a good number 
of old faces now sit on the Treasury 
Bench is another issue that doesn’t 
require much cogitation ~ and de-
serves much less time ~ considering 
that power and pelf have become the 
primary objectives of political aspira-
tions and dispensations, especially in 
our part of the country. But what of 
the ordinary citizen? Seeing the slew 
of Band Aid measures, instead of well-
thought policies, announced recently 
by the new Nagaland Government to 
address sustainable development is-
sues ~ and indeed issues of human 
survival ~ the ordinary citizen doesn’t 
expect any change that would alter her 
reality in a meaningful way. But then, 
when votes are sold and bought ordi-
nary citizens know that the imperma-
nence of permanence will remain the 
lait motif of their realities. There is also 
another aspect of Assembly elections 
that needs attention ~ and this can ac-
tually be termed as the permanence 
of impermanence in Naga society ~ 
unfortunately, once elections are over, 
victors forget about and/or ignore the 
victims of this permanence of imper-
manence.

The centrality of traditional Naga 
village parliaments during elections, 
explained last month in this column, is 
an issue that has not been delved into 
with the seriousness it deserves be-
cause the role of these bodies not only 
designs the fate of political parties and 
candidates, which lays the foundation 
stone of government formation, but 
the same also impacts on issues of hu-
man rights in Nagaland. As has been 
said earlier in my previous column, a 
candidate’s endorsement by the village 
parliament is crucial to his chances of 
winning the election and to improve 
his chances, it is more the norm than 

the exception for village parliaments 
to issue a dicta to all citizens of the vil-
lage to vote for the “endorsed” candi-
date ~ and village parliaments mince 
no words about the penalties that be 
imposed in the event of failure to obey 
these dicta. Normally, the penalty is 
expulsion from the village ranging 
from a few years to thirty years ~ often 
even confiscation of property.

This has happened this time too 
in a couple of villages in Mokokchung 
district. In one village, a candidate was 
penalized for contesting against the 
candidate endorsed by the village par-
liament and barred from entry into his 
own village. In another, women, sus-
pected to have voted against the village 
parliament’s dicta, have been physi-
cally abused and expelled from the vil-
lage for about thirty years. In the first 
village, the “unendorsed” candidate 
approached the High Court and man-
aged to get the village parliament’s dic-
ta stayed. The High Court also directed 
Deputy Commissioners to take action 
against village parliaments, which 
passed such dicta across Nagaland. The 
village parliament of the second village 
was issued a show cause notice as re-
gards the physical abuse and expulsion 
of those alleged to have disobeyed the 
village parliament’s dicta. 

The contradictions inherent in si-
multaneous implementation of Arti-
cle 371 (A) and the Representation of 
People’s Act are stark here. Our village 
parliaments insist on their traditional 
powers and rights safeguarded by Ar-
ticle 371 (A), which are totally against 
the letter and spirit of the Represen-
tation of People’s Act ~ the essence of 
which is one-person-one-vote. Clear-
ly, the need of the hour is to study and 
analyze the contradictions and resolve 
them so as to enable the ordinary 
Naga to participate in this most sacred 
democratic and constitutional right 
and duty freely and fairly. However, 
there have been no attempts towards 
course correction of these contradic-
tions so far. And unsurprisingly, the 
victors forget those who made them 

victorious. Here it must also be un-
derscored that for the ordinary Naga, 
the village parliament’s dicta is more 
authoritative and imperative than 
constitutional provisions ~ probably 
because the former’s reprisal is swift 
and severe, while the latter’s reprisal is 
distant and delayed. The obedience to 
village parliaments’ dicta also under-
scores the centrality of this traditional 
institution in the lives and realities of 
the ordinary Naga ~ because the vil-
lage is the primary identity marker of 
any Naga.

Now, because the issues of repre-
sentational democracy and constitu-
tional provisions such as Article 371 
(A) has grave constitutional signifi-
cance ~ in fact, besides others, they 
make the core of the very compre-
hensive Indian Constitution, based on 
the essence and ethos of democracy, 
these issues are also human rights is-
sues because the Indian Constitution 
upholds the primacy of the individual 
over the collectives particularly in the 
matter of representative democracy. 
The very fact that the High Court has 
stayed village parliaments’ dicta and 
has directed deputy Commissioners 
to take action against village parlia-
ments’ dicta that are violative of the 
principle of one-person-one-vote and 
conscience voting, substantiates the 
Indian Constitution according the pri-
macy of the individual over the collec-
tive. But how to make this a reality for 
tribal societies that prioritizes the col-
lective over the individual? And, how 
do we reconcile the human rights of 
individuals with the constitutionally 
safeguarded rights of institutions that 
are validated by prioritizing collec-
tives in tribal societies such as ours? 
And, these seemingly “irreconcilable 
differences” are not confined to issues 
of representative democracy alone. 
They also impact on developmental 
issues and human, legal, constitu-
tional, political, economic and social 
rights of groups of individuals such 
as women and marginalized groups 
of individuals. In the context of Naga 

society, most marginalized groups of 
individuals would consist of clans, 
which are not the founding fathers of 
a village. Yes, political, social and eco-
nomic hierarchies, normally based on 
our migratory history, are also realities 
in Naga society.

Tribal societies are also not im-
mune from the traditional politics of 
dominance and when this colludes 
with the culture of modern politics of 
party dominance, the combination is 
defeats the individual and her rights. 
How do we resolve this to guarantee 
that what are clearly envisaged and 
stated in the India Constitution be-
come a reality for the ordinary Naga 
and other tribal individual? While re-
portedly the National Commission 
for Women has taken up the issue of 
women being physically assaulted by 
a village parliament for “disobeying 
it’s dicta in the recent Assembly elec-
tions here, the issue of the violation of 
the constitutional and human rights 
of ordinary citizens in the form of vil-
lage parliaments’ dicta is yet to be ad-
dressed and redressed. The pertinent 
question is: who will address and re-
dress it? Then again, how can this is-
sue be addressed and redressed when 
the ordinary Naga citizen isn’t even 
aware that her constitutional and hu-
man rights have been violated because 
the powers, the rights and the roles of 
villages parliaments is so ingrained in 
her and is the major component of her 
identity and rootedness to the village, 
which together makes the core of her 
culture, customs and traditions? 

What we are seeing here is the 
bridge ~ incomplete and inadequate 
~ to cohere and connect ancient tra-
ditions with modern cultures. If this 
bridge is left unattended for too long, 
the impermanence of permanence 
would further redefine the rights ~ or 
the absence of rights ~ of the ordinary 
Naga individual for a long time.      

(The Columnist, a journalist and 
poet, is Editor, Nagaland Page) 
(Courtesy: The Assam tribune, 

March 28, 2018)

No Surrender Despite All the Lies

T
he word conflict was a word 
that never existed between 
Nagaland and India prior to 
August 1947. In fact, through-

out all the aeons of South Asian history, 
Nagas and Indians had existed as two 
entirely different entities politically and 
culturally. Far from any social or cul-
tural associations, most people in both 
India as well as Nagaland did not know 
about the other’s existence in those 
days. Here one can challenge any In-
dian historian or politician to produce 
even a shred of historical document to 
show that Nagas and Indians had so-
cially or culturally interacted with each 
other prior to 1947. In consonance to 
these facts, Nagas and Indians had also 
never fought any wars prior to 1954. 
The actual fact is one where, in India’s 
long history of Hindu rule as well as 
Muslim (Mogul) rule, no Indian King 
or Ruler had ever been able to extend 
their ruler ship beyond the Brahmapu-

tra river into India’s North Eastern fron-
tier regions.   

Because of all these facts, words like 
The Naga problem, insurgency, inte-
gral part, secession, honourable solu-
tion or peaceful solution etc did not ex-
ist in Indo Naga vocabulary in the past. 
But if one traces the origins of these 
words in the Indo-Naga context, one 
will discover that these words came 
into usage only after some Indian poli-
ticians and their Naga collaborators at-
tempted to project Nagas as an integral 
part of India which is quite contrary 
to the existing historical records and 
facts. These modern day political col-
laborators have, for their own selfish 
ends, and against all existing historical 
records, tried to create the chimera of 
an Indian Beast with its left ears cover-
ing the whole  North Eastern regions 
of India including the Naga territories. 
From the ears of this “made believe 
beast”, they are insisting that Nagaland 

too had always been an integral part 
of the great Bharat kingdom called In-
dia. From the ramparts of these false 
claims, they had gone on to denounce 
the Naga struggle for self identity and 
independence as “A secessionist and 
insurgency movement.”But whatever 
their fantastic claims may be, the Naga 
National Council’s reply to this claim 
nullifies and puts to rest, all the tall im-
aginative claims of these Indian and 
Naga collaborators. That reply is:

“The question of divorce cannot 
arise when the question of marriage 
does not exist in the first place.”

The ancient Naga territories with all 
its ancient forests and gigantic moun-
tains had remained almost cut off from 
the rest of the world for many centu-
ries. This isolation was made all the 
more remote because the inhabitants 
of these mountainous terrains were 
a race of head-hunters proud in their 
martial exploits. They were also fierce 

defenders of their territories, having 
fought so many centuries of war with 
their immediate neighbours like the 
Meteis, the Kacharis and the Ahoms. 
This fierce resistance against foreign 
aggression continued even with the 
British from 1832 to 1947. Therefore, 
let no modern Tom, Dig or Harry ever 
think that these territories and this 
proud race of people can simply be ne-
gotiated into a floating chimera hang-
ing in somebody’s imagination.

Nagas, on their part, have no sin-
ister plans with any neighbouring 
country to destabilise India or weaken 
her in any way. They in fact want to be 
India’s best neighbour in this modern 
global world. But make no mistake 
about this- that Nagas will never sur-
render to some modern “Nehruvian 
concept of history” and lose their 
own unique separate national identity 
from that of India.

Kaka D. Iralu

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

Nishant Arora | IANS

How China Can Help India Take a 
Giant Leap in Artificial Intelligence

T
ech honchos in Silicon Valley are deeply 
worried at China’s rapid progress in har-
nessing Artificial Intelligence (AI) technol-
ogy that has shown encouraging results in 

changing the way we work and live.
According to Eric Schmidt, former chairman of 

Alphabet, the parent company of Google, China will 
overtake the US in AI by 2025.

Measured by start-up financing deals and dol-
lars from venture capitalists, the United States’ AI 
start-up ecosystem currently dominates -- followed 
by China, says a recent Accenture analysis titled 
“Rewire for Growth”.

When it comes to India, the number of AI start-
ups has increased since 2011 at a compounded an-
nual growth rate of 86 per cent.

But the size of funding till date is substantially 
smaller in India than in the US and China, reflecting 
the limited success of India’s AI start-ups in achiev-
ing scale so far, the report noted. 

“According to our analysis, AI has the potential 
to add $957 billion, or 15 per cent of current gross 
value added, to India’s economy in 2035,” said Ac-
centure.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi now wants that 
AI technology should be “Made in India” and “Made 
to Work for India” but despite promising starts, the 
country’s policy initiatives are not comprehensive 
yet and lag other G20 countries.

China, on the other hand, today harbours one of 
the biggest clusters of AI scientists.

According to The Economist, China’s State Coun-
cil has issued an ambitious policy blueprint, calling 
for the country to become “the world’s primary AI 
innovation centre” by 2030.

“China’s AI programme is highly structured and 

driven ‘top down’ whereas India’s approach is more 
‘organic’ -- at least till this point -- driven largely by 
the private sector and driven by their unique needs 
for AI,” said Dr Prashant Pradhan, Chief Technology 
Officer, IBM India/South Asia.

These represent very different approaches to 
“getting ready” for AI.

“China’s approach carefully manages invest-
ment, infrastructure, focus verticals and training. 
This has benefits in speed of execution and out-
comes -- especially when there is clarity on the pri-
ority areas of application,” Pradhan told IANS.

Advances in AI largely happen in an open, peer-
reviewed community with free exchange of ideas. 
“Over time, there may be more coordinated gov-
ernment investment -- especially in resource-con-
strained environments,” Pradhan noted.

When it comes to funding, Machine Learning 
(ML), recommendation engines and computer vi-
sion are the most popular segments of AI, account-
ing for almost 80 per cent of total funding globally.

“Big industry players that have the financial 
strength and business experience to invest in AI re-
search and development (R&D) typically lead the 
strategic charge on global competitiveness for their 
country,” the Accenture analysis stressed.

Google, Amazon, Facebook and Apple are spear-
heading AI innovations in the US, and Alibaba, Ten-
cent and Baidu are funding the AI research in China.

In line with the global trends, the digital plat-
form companies are becoming the driving force of 
AI innovations in India too.

According to Rajesh Janey, Managing Direc-
tor and President, India Enterprise, Dell EMC, the 
country is entering an era of monumental techno-
logical change, rich with opportunity.

“Globally, businesses plan to triple their invest-
ments in advanced AI within five years. India too 

will see the same enthusiasm, with investments in 
AI jumping from 31 per cent to 89 per cent in the 
same time-frame,” Janey told IANS.

AI will improve our interaction with technol-
ogy, understand the abundance of data and rely on 
the predictions to automate excessively complex or 
mundane tasks, said Shaakun Khanna, Senior Di-
rector, HCM Strategy and Transformation, Asia Pa-
cific at Oracle.

In February, Modi inaugurated the Wadhwani 
Institute of Artificial Intelligence at the University of 
Mumbai’s Kalina campus -- reported to be the first 
AI research lab in the country.

US-based philanthropist brothers Romesh Wad-
hwani and Sunil Wadhwani have established the 
institute and want it to become like San Francisco-
based non-profit “OpenAI” that has SpaceX and 
Tesla founder Elon Musk as one of its co-founders.

In order to become a true AI powerhouse, it is 
high time that New Delhi makes Beijing a bigger 
partner in fuelling AI research at home.

According to Accenture, AI research has been 
motivated by societal needs in India so far and the 
first step now is to create a comprehensive, long-
term vision and road-map for AI.

“The national AI plan with clear milestones 
should be set as a priority. Here, India can follow the 
lead of China which has laid out clear targets for AI 
development in phases, initially by 2020 and going 
forward by 2030,” it added.

The first critical thing is to understand the role 
AI is likely to play across multiple professions. “Tar-
geted augmentation in every field will be the key to 
success for the country to have an AI-ready work-
force,” Pradhan stressed.

(Nishant Arora can be contacted at  
nishant.a@ians.in)
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Credited with impacting the lives of some 5,000 sex workers, Telangana’s Jayamma Bhandari received the Nari Shakti (Women Power) Award 
on International WomenÃ¢Â€Â™s Day from the President. Credit: IANS
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Jyoti Madhusoodanan | thewire.in

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): It isn’t always 
pleasant to have to question oneself, Ar-
ies, but this is the main objective of today’s 
planetary energies - to launch you into new 

adventures. So take advantage of the configuration to 
look inside and find the source of some of your set-
backs. This isn’t an easy exercise, to be sure, but it will 
do you an enormous amount of good. Just be honest 
with yourself.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Today isn’t a day 
for meditation, Taurus. The planetary ener-
gies are asking you to step outside of your-
self and get back into the world again! You’ve 

been doing an awful lot of thinking about your image 
recently, and now you’re going to have to test out how 
the “new and improved” you operates in your daily life. 
You can expect some pleasant feedback and truly last-
ing changes!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): If you have griev-
ances about your love life, Gemini, today is 
the day to speak up. Indeed, today requires 
only total honesty and forthrightness in all 

areas. You can expect to confront “the other,” whether 
it’s your mate or co-worker, on the basis of truth and 
righteousness. Rest assured you’ll command his or 
her attention! Be careful that the weight of your words 
doesn’t surpass that of your thoughts.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Are you think-
ing of switching careers or traveling to the 
other side of the world, Cancer? Or per-
haps you just want to pull a “Greta Garbo” 
and stay at home alone with the shades 

drawn tight. A series of small incidents at work is 
likely to inspire you with the most outlandish of 
ideas. It might just be that you sense your inner need 
for a change of scene.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You’re likely to find 
people somewhat irritating today, Leo. It’s as 
though nothing is good enough, and nobody 
seems to know exactly what he or she wants. 

You’ll reign supreme within this maze of overt conflict 
and dissatisfaction. You might even be asked to step in 
and restore order. If the conflict is domestic, go ahead. 
But tread carefully if you’re asked to be the sheriff at the 
office!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): When you woke 
up this morning, you may have felt an op-
pressive mood hanging in the air. Unfortu-
nately, that haze of misunderstanding and 

conflict is likely to last all day. However, it makes this 
an ideal time to speak up about anything that’s both-
ering you! Don’t be shy about going on the warpath 
today. If you don’t, Virgo, you’re likely to be the target 
of a surprise attack.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): The mood you’re 
in today is the stuff of which memorable en-
counters are made. You’ll be wary at first, per-
haps even somewhat hostile, to anyone who 

dares intrude on your freedom. Then suddenly you’ll re-
alize that this person is someone special, intriguing, and 
definitely out of the ordinary. Finally, Libra, you’ll realize 
that the qualities he or she offers just happen to be those 

you need the most right now.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): More than 
ever before, you’ll feel as though it’s time to 
take matters into your own hands and build 

your own career future. You’re fed up with living on 
hope and putting off your happiness until tomorrow. 
Your determination will be so strong that you could 
even surprise yourself. Tomorrow you’ll refine your 
approach and make it more concrete. Today is the 
first day of a new life for you, Scorpio.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): This is the 
ideal moment to address once and for all the 
questions that have been on your mind for 
the last three weeks, Sagittarius. Pay particu-

lar attention to questions that touch on your sentimen-
tal side. If you’re currently involved in unsatisfactory re-
lationships, don’t be afraid to leave them behind. And 
if you’re fretting about a request you made that has yet 
to be answered, let it go. No response is forthcoming.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Like your 
compatriots, Capricorn, something is com-
ing to an end concerning the lack of confi-
dence you have in yourself. You have been 

hesitant to stand in the spotlight for quite a while now, 
feeling you aren’t quite ready. Well, no more excuses! 
Ready or not, you’re going to have to push forward. The 
only thing you risk losing is your pride, and that, Capri-
corn, is your most resilient asset.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): It’s possible 
that the last few weeks have allowed you to 
gain a little clarity on certain questions you 
may have about your vocation, Aquarius. 

You might even be a little clearer about your feelings 
concerning what your destiny might be. The planetary 
energy makes this a good time to stop thinking about 
such questions and let your life take over. You are well 
prepared for this kind of thing!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  These past three 
weeks were rather good for your equilibri-
um, Pisces. It was just a matter of getting a 
bit more involved in life than is usual for you, 

and showing what you’re capable of. It’s likely you had 
a mixture of successes and setbacks, but on the whole, 
improvements have been steady. You might have no-
ticed that something about you needed improvement, 
but isn’t that true for everyone?

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Mamta Aggarwal | IANS

Jayamma’s Story: From Victim to Crusader for Sex Workers

J
ayamma Bhandari was orphaned at the age of 
three and spend her childhood in grim poverty. 
She was forced into the sex trade by her husband. 
But unlike other victims who are forced into the 

murky business, she decided to challenge her destiny 
-- becoming, in the process, an inspiration for many 
other women like her.

Now 40-years-old, Jayamma runs the Chaitanya 
Mahila Mandali (CMM) to help sex workers leave the 
exploitative profession and find respectable liveli-
hoods. CMM works in high-risk slum communities 
to raise awareness on sexual rights and reproductive 
health, and takes up skilling and livelihood courses.

According to the National Aids Control Organi-
sation (NACO), there are 1.65 million registered sex 
workers in the country -- the actual numbers would be 
much higher -- who lead very sordid lives. Though they 
are not in the profession by choice, they have to bear 
the stigma associated with it, feeling ostracised, alone, 
unwanted and disposable. There are the ramifications 
of the exposure to various sexually transmitted diseases 
too.

Jayamma is credited with directly impacting the 
lives of some 5,000 women in sex work and nearly a 
thousand of them are now engaged in alternative live-
lihoods. Also, over 3,500 children of sex workers have 
been provided vocational training through her efforts.

Fondly called “Amma”, or mother, her efforts were 
acknowledged by the government and she received the 
Nari Shakti (Women Power) Award on International 
Women’s Day last month. Earlier, the Confederation of 
Indian Industry conferred her with the Exemplar Award 
in 2017

Jayamma grew up in her uncle’s home in Nakrakal in 
Nalgonda district, about 300 km from Hyderabad. After 
a tough childhood and a difficult adolescence, she was 
married to a man in Hyderabad who, soon after she had 
a baby, started pressurising her to join the flesh trade.

Her refusal led to her being tortured, both physi-
cally and mentally. With minimal education and no 
one to support her, she succumbed to the wishes of 

her husband.
Selling not only her body, but also her soul, Jayam-

ma toyed with the idea of suicide many times. But the 
thought of what would happen to her daughter after 
her death -- that she too could be pushed into the same 
trade -- gave Jayamma the strength to go on.

For Jayamma, it was a meeting Jai Singh Thomas, 
an NGO executive from Hyderabad, that proved a turn-
ing point. He encouraged her to leave sex work and do 
advocacy for the community. With Thomas’ help, she 
decided to set up an organisation that would enable 
sex workers to find viable alternative professions. Thus 
began her journey as a change agent.

Now Jayamma — who finally mustered the cour-
age to part ways with her husband in 2012 — and her 
organisation reach out to victims like her, counsel and 
try to convince them that there can be a better ways to 
lead their lives.

“It’s really a daunting task to convince them as some 
of these women have become addicted to alcohol, 
drugs, smoking, sex and living in that vitiating environ-
ment,” says Jayamma.

“They have many questions: Will they be able to 
earn enough to support themselves and their kids? 
Won’t their situation be more miserable if the world 
doesn’t accept them due to their past?

“We have the challenge to win their confidence and 
persuade them by offering help and support. Forcible 
rehabilitation doesn’t work in such cases and, as such, 
de-addiction, counselling, and slow, long-term therapy 
become necessary to restore their lives,” she said.

The tragic life of sex workers is not limited to them 
— children born to such women are bigger victims. Be-
ing vulnerable, they usually end up finding themselves 
trapped in this or allied professions.

Hyderabad has no designated red-light area, and 
sex workers go out and solicit clients. They usually 
take their children along as they have nowhere to go. 
The sight of their children sometimes getting abused in 
front of them is disheartening for these mothers.

Jayamma thus felt that working to prevent the vic-
timisation of children of sex workers was important. 
She set up Chaithanya (meaning awareness) Happy 
Home in 2011 where children of sex workers are pro-
vided with all basic necessities of life -- food, access to 
education, life skills and a safe roof.

CMM not only rehabilitates the children but also 
carries out routine follow-ups to check whether they 
are safe. The initiative today has 43 such children with 
big dreams of becoming teachers, engineers and doc-
tors.

With the aim of changing societal attitudes stigma-
tising sex workers — and with the belief in building a 
system equipped and sensitive to address the issue of 
trafficking — Chaithanya also conducts sensitisation 
training for police officers in Telangana.

On being asked whether sex work should be legal-
ised in India, Jayamma said a firm “no”. “First the law 
needs to be in place. Policymakers, police and activists 
need continuous sensitisation on this issue.”

Prostitution itself is not illegal in India, but soliciting 
and living off the earnings of a prostitute are. And the 
law is open to a lot of misinterpretation and manipula-
tion by the police and pimps.

(The weekly feature series is part of a positive-
journalism project of IANS and the Frank Islam 

Foundation. Mamta Aggarwal can be contacted at 
mamta.a@ians.in)

Scientists Probe an Enduring Question: Can 
Language Shape Perception?
The idea that language shapes our ability to think fell 
out of favour in the 1960s, but new tools have some 
researchers revisiting the concept.

P
icture a sunlit Grecian sea or the 
deep hues of Santorini’s rooftops. 
They’re both called “blue” in Eng-
lish. But to Greek speakers, the 

lighter hue is “ghalazio” and the darker 
color “ble.” When researchers showed na-
tive speakers of both languages squares of 
light and dark blue, they found the Greek 
speakers viewed the two colours as more 
unlike each other. Did a different language 
influence how people viewed the two col-
ours?

The idea that language can shape per-
ception and thought — a hypothesis for-
mally known as “linguistic relativity” — 
harkens back to the 1930s. This hypothesis 
asserts that language doesn’t just express 
ideas, it actively shapes them, determining 
how we understand the world around us. 
Initially met with great interest, this idea fell 
out of favour by the 1960s due to a lack of 
scientific evidence.

Still, the notion refuses to die. Many re-
searchers now believe that language does 
play a role in some aspects of cognitive ac-
tivity, but the nature and extent of this role 
remains frustratingly murky. “We’d like to 
be able to say: look we tested it, and here’s 
the answer,” says Terry Regier, a linguistics 
researcher at the University of California 
Berkeley. But evidence to support some ver-
sion of linguistic relativity “doesn’t replicate 
reliably.”

Now, cognitive scientists are applying 
new technologies to resolve the issue. Their 
methods can tap directly into the brain to 
track blood flow and electrical activity in re-

sponse to sensory input, allowing research-
ers to investigate the neural mechanisms by 
which language works to influence cogni-
tive function. Additionally, research groups 
have begun to study young infants. These 
pudgy-cheeked humans allow us to under-
stand the brain’s capacity to process sen-
sory information before words are learned. 
Taken together, these experiments point in 
a surprising direction: Language does, in-
deed, influence our ability to perceive the 
world around us.

In 2016, researchers in Japan investi-
gated whether babies can categorise col-
ours, by using a method that measured the 
babies’ neural responses to various colours 
and shades. A colour switch between blue 
and green triggered an increase in blood 
flow to certain parts of the brain, indicat-
ing that the brain perceived and processed 
the two colours differently — well before 
the babies learned the words “green” and 
“blue.” Yet when babies were shown 2 
shades of green, there was no correspond-
ing change in blood flow.

This caused Alice Skelton, a PhD stu-
dent in psychologist Anna Franklin’s lab 
at the University of Sussex, to wonder how 
the infant brain draws the line between 
different colours. She and her colleagues 
strapped babies into car seats and showed 
them a sequence of several differently-
coloured squares. A baby was presented 
one colour and the researchers watched 
how long it took for its eyes to drift away 
in boredom. When that happened, they 
placed another coloured square adjacent 
to the first. Babies prefer looking at novel 
things. So if they perceived the second 

hue as new or different, it grabbed their 
attention — and held their gaze. But if the 
infants saw the new colour as basically 
similar to the previous one, they remained 
uninterested.

The team found that babies appear to 
lump colours together into five groups: 
red, yellow, green, blue, and purple. Those 
categories appear to be governed by the 
biology of colour vision itself. Other stud-
ies from Franklin’s lab suggest that toddlers 
who are learning language still see colours 
much like babies do — based on their biol-
ogy rather than lexicon. But several studies 
have found that language does appear to 
influence adults’ perceptions of colour. As 
we grow and learn new colour words, Skel-
ton explains, languages teach us to distin-
guish more tints.

“We’re not saying all colour categories 
are just a result of biology,” says Skelton. “It’s 
more that biology provides the fault lines 
that culture then builds upon.”

Differentiating colours unconsciously
Figuring out how culture — and more 
specifically, language — influences adult 
perception has historically been difficult. 
Consider the study of how Greek vs. Eng-
lish speakers perceive colour. One might 
argue that the results merely reflect linguis-
tic differences: Because the Greek speakers 
have two labels, they can slap “ghalazio” 
and “ble” on the two hues. While English 
speakers call both of those hues “blue,” this 
doesn’t mean they don’t see the differences 
— they just don’t call them two different 
names.

The Greeks perceive the blue in the 
two images as different shades probably 

because of the existence of two different 
words for them; deeper ‘ghalazio’ (left) and 
the lighter ‘ble’. Credit: Wikimedia Com-
mons and pixabay

“It’s very difficult to negate that ar-
gument because it actually makes good 
sense,” says Guillaume Thierry, a cognitive 
neuroscientist at Bangor University. Still, 
he wanted to understand what was at work 
in the brains of those Greek and English 
speakers as they looked at different shades 
of blue. Thierry returned to his study. This 
time, instead of asking participants how 
they’d name the colours, his team placed 
electrodes on the participants’ scalps to 
track tiny changes in electrical signals in 
the brain’s visual system. Now, participants 
no longer needed to name the colours. Re-
searchers could directly observe partici-
pants’ neural activity.

Native speakers of Greek and Eng-
lish were shown a series of circles and 
squares, and instructed to press a button 
when they saw a square instead of a circle. 
The shapes randomly switched colours 
between a light and dark shade of either 
blue or green, but participants weren’t 
instructed to focus on the colours. Dur-
ing the test, electrical activity revealed 
that in Greek speakers, the visual system 
responded differently to “ghalazio” and 
“ble” shapes. The change wasn’t seen in 
English speakers. Perhaps most surpris-
ingly, the fluctuation in electrical activity 
occurred within 200 milliseconds of see-
ing the colour — faster than the average 
person’s brain can retrieve a word.

When the researchers asked partici-
pants what they’d seen, most didn’t recall 
even seeing differently-coloured circles. 
There were squares that changed colour, 
they said, and some circles. Because partic-
ipants had been asked to consciously focus 
on squares, they all recalled both shades 
of blue on the squares. But only the Greek 
speakers unconsciously registered the dif-
ference in blue coloured circles. “That was 
a turning point for me,” Thierry recalls. “It 
showed that the visual system functions 

differently in speakers of one language than 
another, and that people can’t account for 
[that difference] in other ways.”

The team repeated the experiment 
with shapes. The Spanish word “taza” en-
compasses both cups and mugs, whereas 
English distinguishes between the two. 
When Spanish and English speakers were 
presented with pictures of a cup, mug, or 
bowl, the difference between the cup and 
mug elicited greater electrical activity in the 
brains of English speakers than in Spanish 
speakers.

These speedy spikes in brain activity oc-
cur even when people are unaware of them. 
But does the altered perception have an ef-
fect on subsequent actions? That’s hard to 
say, according to Thierry. “Our results are 
very much about unconscious processing 
by the human brain,” he says. “The very na-
ture of this kind of research entails that any 
links to overt behaviour and attitude can 
only be tentative.”

But few researchers today seek such 
links, or support the extreme notion that 
users of one language think entirely differ-
ently than those who speak another tongue. 
Linguistic relativity can take many forms 
— some seemingly more mundane than 
others. Perhaps knowing an extra word for 
blue simply influences what we see on an 
Aegean holiday.

And yet, surely what we see, smell, and 
otherwise sense fuels at least some of our 
thinking. That’s why researchers continue 
to probe the interplay between language 
and cognitive activity. Understanding the 
effects of colour categories in different lan-
guages is only a first step. “In the bigger pic-
ture, it’s about principles that are broadly 
generalisable,” Regier says. “It’s really about 
the effect of a communicative system on 
thought.”

(Jyoti Madhusoodanan is a science 
journalist based in the San Francisco 

Bay Area. She covers life sciences, health, 
and STEM careers for Nature, Science, 

Scientific American, Discover, Chemical & 
Engineering News, and other outlets.)
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Students throw stones at security forces during a protest against the recent Shopian killings, in Srinagar 
on Thursday.

PTI

President Ram Nath Kovind smiles as he addresses the 34th annual 
session of FLO, in New Delhi on Thursday.

PTI

DMK Working President M K Stalin being detained by the police personnel during a road-roko protest 
organised by the opposition parties in Chennai on Thursday. 

Congress ‘main culprit’ for Budget 
session washout — Ananth Kumar

J&K students protest against killingsKerala politicians caught off guard 
as SC cancels 180 MBBS admissions

Need to correct legal asymmetry in RBI’s policing powers, says Patel 

HC stays PCI decision rejecting 
INS nomination for membership

Mamata murdering democracy 
in West Bengal — BJP

Lingayat issue: MHA steers clear, says 
minority affairs ministry to take a call 

Women haven’t been given their 
due in business — President 

TN shutdown strike cripples normal life 

New Delhi, April 5 (IANS): 
Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Ananth Kumar 
on Thursday accused the 
Congress of being the 
“main culprit” for the 
washout of second half 
of the Budget session of 
Parliament and said it will 
hurt the opposition party 
badly in the Karnataka As-
sembly polls.

Talking to media per-
sons here, Kumar said the 
Congress followed the 
“mysterious, unwise and 
strange” counsel from its 
President Rahul Gandhi 
after his return from Italy 
during the inter-session 
break. Kumar said the Con-
gress is “extremely frustrat-
ed and intolerant” about 
the mandate given by peo-
ple to the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) and (present 
Prime Minister) Narendra 
Modi in 2014.

“They are intolerant 
because the BJP and its 
allies have come to power 
in 21 states. This is get-
ting reflected in the logjam 
in both houses of Parlia-
ment.”

“The Congress is the 

main culprit. The entire 
blame is on the Congress. 
In a democracy do parties 
which don’t get majority 
have the mandate to stop 
Parliament’s functioning?” 
he asked. The Minister said 
the Congress will have to 
explain to the people its 
conduct in Parliament. 
“We condemn this nega-
tive and intolerant politics 
of the Congress.” 

He said the only major 
change in the Congress in 
the last two years has been 
elevation of Rahul Gandhi 
as President. 

Denying opposition’s 
claims about lack of rea-
chout by the Modi govern-
ment to end the Parliamen-
tary stalemate, Kumar said 
he had talked to Congress 
leaders Ghulam Nabi Azad 
and Mallikarjun Kharge. 
“We are regularly meeting 
the floor leaders of all par-
ties,” he said.

The second half of the 
Budget session, that saw 
repeated disruptions by 
several parties including 
those considered friendly 
to the BJP, will end on April 
6.

Srinagar, April 5 (IANS): 
Spontaneous protests 
broke out on Thursday in 
parts of Srinagar and other 
places in the Kashmir val-
ley against the killing of 
civilians in Shopian gun-
battles on Sunday.

Students of the Kash-
mir University and the 
Central University of Kash-
mir held protests within 
the campuses of the two 
universities and offered 

funeral prayers in absentia 
for those killed.

Students of the Govern-
ment College for Women 
here also came out in pro-
test, disrupting traffic and 
businesses in nearby areas.

Students of the Amar 
Singh College also protest-
ed while police used force 
when they were pelted with 
stones by the demonstra-
tors. Similar protests were 
held in the Islamia College 

of Science and Commerce 
in the old city area.

Protests also report-
edly broke out in north 
Kashmir’s Handwara town 
where three students re-
ceived minor injuries dur-
ing clashes with security 
forces.

Schools and colleges 
were opened at most plac-
es in the Valley on Thurs-
day after four days of shut-
down.

New Delhi/Thiruvanan-
thapuram, April 5 (IANS): 
The Supreme Court on 
Thursday ordered can-
cellation of admissions 
of 180 third-year MBBS 
students in Kerala, leaving 
both the ruling and opposi-
tion political leadership red 
faced as the Assembly had 
unanimously passed a bill 
a day earlier to regularise 
the admissions.

The Supreme Court 
verdict came on an appeal 
by the Medical Council of 
India against regularisation 
of these admissions made 
in two self-financing Kan-
nur and Karuna medical 
colleges in 2016-17.

The Kerala government 
was directed to see to it that 
all 180 admissions were 
cancelled and there was 
no attempt to disobey the 
apex court directive.

Former Chief Minister 
Oommen Chandy said the 
entire opposition voted for 
the bill because ofconcern 
over the future of the stu-
dents.

Calling the apex court 

ruling “most unfortunate”, 
Communist Party of India-
Marxist State Secretary 
Kodiyeri Balakrishnan said 
“the government had only 
the future of these students 
in mind.” 

The state had decided 
to replace the ordinance 
to regularise these admis-
sions with the new bill. The 
apex court pointed out that 
it was yet to become a law 
as the Governor had not 
given his assent.

Former State Congress 
President V.M. Sudheeran 
flayed the Congress-led 
opposition for voting in fa-
vour of the bill. “This shows 
all protests by the opposi-
tion against exploitation by 
self-financing institutions’ 
managements is nothing 
but hoax,” he said.

Affected students said 
they were at a loss of words 
since their future appeared 
bleak.

“We really do not know 
what wrong we did to suf-
fer like this. We did not even 
have a counsel to represent 
us,” said one of them. 

Mumbai, April 5 (PTI): 
Flagging concerns on its 
limited ability to police 
state-run lenders, which 
have recently seen a 
slew of scams, the Re-
serve Bank today sought 
amendments to the Bank-
ing Regulation (BR) Act 
“to correct the legal asym-
metry”.

RBI Governor Urjit 
Patel, who had recently 
gone public with the legal 
limitations faced by the 
central bank in regulating 
state-owned lenders in the 
light of over Rs 13,000-crore 
scam at PNB, reiterated 
that there is an “asymme-
try” in its powers between 
government and private 

banks.
Elaborating the point, 

RBI Deputy Governor NS 
Vishwanathan said: “This 
requires amendment to 
the BR (Banking Regula-
tions) Act.

“The Governor has said 
the non-neutrality of RBI’s 
powers comes from the 
provisions of the BR Act. 
That needs to be changed. 
The Governor has made 
the bank’s position on this 
very clear.” 

These comments were 
made by both the officials 
at the customary post-
monetary-policy-review 
press conference. RBI kept 
its key lending rate un-
changed at 6 per cent, cit-

ing inflation concerns.
It was first time since 

the biggest scam in the 
nation’s banking history in 
mid-February that the RBI 
has taken questions from 
the media.

While replying to a spe-
cific question if the central 
bank is in discussions with 
government to amend the 
Act, Vishwanathan said 
there will be discussions on 
the requirement put forth 
by RBI.

Delivering a speech in 
Gujarat’s capital Gandhi-
nagar, Patel had recently 
made a strong case for 
banking regulatory powers 
of the RBI to be “ownership 
neutral”, and had cited sev-

eral statutes which prevent 
it from moving against the 
state-owned banks in the 
same way as their private 
sector rivals.

In the comments, 
which had come amid ris-
ing criticism of the central 
bank for not being able 
to detect the PNB fraud, 
Patel had said RBI faced 
limitations like inabilities 
to remove directors or 
management, supersede 
the board, force a merger, 
or remove the chairman 
and managing director or 
even revoke the licence of 
a state-run bank.

There are 21 state-run 
banks and the condition 
of over a dozen of them 

are a part of the prompt 
corrective action frame-
work, wherein a huge 
pile-up of bad assets have 
resulted in RBI imposing 
restrictions on normal 
operations.

Patel’s comment drew 
sharp reactions from the 
government with Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley as-
serting the central bank 
has enough regulatory 
powers over state-run 
banks.

Chief Economic Advi-
sor Arvind Subramanian 
had said that RBI should 
earn its autonomy and 
powers through its ac-
tion instead of gaining it 
through laws.

New Delhi, April 5 (IANS): The Delhi High 
Court has stayed the Press Council of In-
dia (PCI)’s decision regarding rejection of 
nomination given by the Indian Newspa-
pers Society (INS) for filling up vacancies 
in its 13th term.

The court order came on a plea filed by 
INS challenging rejection of nomination of 
Hormusji N. Cama, owner of Mumbai Sa-
machar weekly and a member of the INS, 
in the category of medium newspapers.

The court issued notice to the PCI and 
the Ministry of Information and Broad-
casting and sought their response within 
three weeks on the INS plea and listed the 
matter for July 30 for further hearing.

The plea alleged that the PCI Chairman 
misread the provisions of the Press Council 
Act and “wrongly exercised” its power in 
rejecting the nomination.

The 12th PCI was constituted in Oc-
tober 2014 for a three-year tenure. In 
November 2017, media organisations that 
are members of the PCI, including the INS, 
had sent names of those who would repre-
sent them at the regulatory body.

Apart from the Chairman, the PCI has 

28 members, which includes five parlia-
mentarians, besides one representative 
each of the Bar Council of India, Univer-
sity Grants Commission (UGC) and the 
Sahitya Akademi. The other 20 members 
represent various media organisations, 
including journalists, proprietors and 
news agencies. The petition said that the 
Chairman was required to invite the panel 
of names from notified associations for 
filling up 20 out of 28 vacancies in the PCI 
and out of those 20, six were to be filled up 
from among owners or managers of big, 
small and medium newspapers.

The petition said Cama was a member 
of the PCI in its 12th term and was seek-
ing nomination to the council in the 13th 
term. The INS, which comprises owners 
of big, medium and small newspapers in 
India, has sought a direction to the PCI 
Chairman to recall and set aside the March 
20 decision and refrain from taking any 
steps in furtherance of the decision.

It also sought a direction to the Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Ministry to not 
take any step in furtherance of the March 
20 decision.

New Delhi, April 5 (IANS): 
The BJP on Thursday ac-
cused West Bengal Chief 
Minister and Trinamool 
Congress (TMC) supremo 
Mamata Banerjee of “mur-
dering democracy” in the 
state.

Addressing reporters 
here, Bharatiya Janata Party 
leaders from West Bengal 
said that they would also 
meet Union Home Min-
ister Rajnath Singh to in-
form him about the crimes 
against humanity that still 
continue in the state.

“Crime against hu-
manity continues in West 
Bengal. Be it riots or pre-
poll violence. Democracy 
is being murdered. A con-
certed effort is being made 
by Mamata di to gauge 
democracy,” Union Min-
ister Babul Supriyo told a 
press conference jointly 
addressed by another Un-
ion Minister, S.S. Ahlu-
walia, and Rajya Sabha 
MPs Rupa Ganguli and 
Swapan Das Gupta.

Showing some video 
clips of alleged atrocities 
against its cadres, the BJP 
leaders said that an atmos-
phere of fear is being creat-
ed by the TMC and Banerji 
to stop party workers from 
filing nomination for the 
panchayat polls.

“Whatever is happen-
ing in West Bengal is crime 
against humanity. We are 
going to Rajghat. We have 
also sought time to meet 
Rajnath Singh ji. We will 
also protest in front of Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s statue in 
parliament house com-
plex on Friday,” Supriyo 
said alleging that the entire 
state administration has 
been behaving like TMC 
cadres.

He said that the com-
mon man in West Bengal 
has lost their fundamental 
right to protest and even 
file a complaint.

Ganguli said BJP cadres 
who were willing to file 
nomination for the polls 
were being targeted and 

killed.
“They did not even 

leave a pregnant women. 
This is happening in a state 
ruled by a female Chief 
Minister,” she said.

Ahluwalia stated that 
Banerji has ordered the 
TMC cadres to win the 50 
per cent of the total seats 
unopposed.

“As she (Banerji) is fac-
ing challenegs from the 
BJP she is trying to stop our 
people from filing nomina-
tions. As a result our cad-
res are being threatened 
so that they could not file 
nominations,” he said.

The BJP has also sought 
the Supreme Court’s inter-
vention into the matter.

The upcoming Pan-
chayat polls in West Bengal 
will be held in three phases 
in the first week of May. The 
counting will take place on 
May 8.

A total of 58, 467 polling 
stations will be set up in 20 
districts for the over 5.08 
crore voters.

New Delhi, April 5 (PTI): 
The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs today virtually washed 
its hands of the issue of 
granting religious minority 
status for the Lingayat and 
Veerashaiva Lingayat com-
munity in Karnataka say-
ing the issue is beyond its 
jurisdiction and the Min-
istry of Minorities Affairs 
would look into it.

An MHA spokesper-
son also said a decision 
on the issue is not expect-
ed anytime soon as the 
model code of conduct has 
been in force in Karnataka, 
where Assembly election is 
due next month.

The ministry has re-
ceived a communication 
from the Karnataka gov-
ernment recommending 
grant of religious minority 
status for the numerically 
strong community.

Asked whether the 
MHA has given any opin-
ion on the recommenda-
tion of the Karnataka gov-
ernment before forwarding 
it to the Ministry of the Mi-
norities Affairs, the spokes-
person said the question 
does not arise as it was not 

an issue to be examined by 
the MHA.

In a decision fraught 
with political implications 
in poll-bound Karnataka, 
the state government had 
last month decided to rec-
ommend to the Centre 
grant of religious minor-
ity tag for the numeri-
cally strong Lingayat and 
Veerashaiva Lingayat com-
munity.

Lingayats/Veerashai-
vas, estimated to form 17 
per cent of the state popu-
lation, are considered the 
BJP’s traditional voter base.

The move is seen as 
an attempt by Congress 
chief minister Siddaramai-
ah to wean away a sec-
tion of them towards the 
Congress, though the BJP 
maintains it would backfire 
badly.

The demand for a 
separate religion tag to 
Veerashaiva/Lingayat 
faiths has surfaced from 
the numerically strong and 
politically influential com-
munity, amid resentment 
from within over projecting 
the two communities as 
the same.

One section led by 
Akhila Bharata Veerashaiva 
Mahasabha has asserted 
that Veerashaiva and Lin-
gayats are the same and 
religious status be given 
to them.

The other group wants 
it only for Lingayats as they 
believe that Veerashaivas 
are one among the seven 
sects of Shaivas, which is 
part of Hinduism.

Of late, some Lingay-
ats have also stated that 
they were open to having 
the Veerashaivas under 
their umbrella, but that 
Lingayat nomenclature 
was non-negotiable. The 
Karnataka State Minority 
Commission had formed 
a seven-member commit-
tee, headed by retired high 
court Judge H N Naga-
mohan Das in December 
last year that submitted its 
report on March 2.

The Veerashaiva/Lin-
gayat community owes al-
legiance to the 12th century 
“social reform movement” 
initiated by Basaveshwara 
and has a substantial pop-
ulation in the northern 
parts of the state.

New Delhi, April 5 (PTI): 
President Ram Nath Ko-
vind today said it was re-
grettable that women have 
not been given their due 
in the business arena, and 
asked India Inc to take de-
termined steps towards 
creating gender-sensitive 
supply chains.

Delivering the keynote 
address at the annual ses-
sion of FICCI Ladies Or-
ganisation (FLO) here, the 
President said that women 
constitute half our coun-
try. They contribute to our 
economy at work and at 
home, in many diverse 
ways. Yet, when it comes 
to business, it is regrettable 
that they have not been 
given their due.

Author-entrepreneur 
Twinkle Khanna, producer 
Ekta Kapoor and scientist 
Tessy Thomas are among 
the nine extraordinary 
women achievers who re-
ceived the FLO Icon award 
at a function graced by the 

Chennai, April 5 (IANS): 
Normal life was paralysed 
in Tamil Nadu on Thurs-
day due to a DMK-called 
shutdown over the Cen-
tre’s failure to set up a Cau-
very Management Board 
(CMB).

DMK leader M.K. Stalin 
claimed the shutdown as 
a grand success and said 
over 10 lakh persons were 
taken into custody across 
the state by the police 
on Thursday and where 
housed in nearby choul-
tries/wedding halls.

He also thanked leaders 
of political parties, traders, 
youth, transport employ-
ees and others who ex-
tended support and coop-
eration for the shutdown to 
be successful.

Stalin, the Leader of 
Opposition in the Tamil 
Nadu assembly, added that 
a meeting of all parties will 
be held at DMK headquar-
ters on Friday.

He said the all-party 
meeting would decide on 
the modalities of holding 
the Cauvery Rights Retrival 
March from Mukkombu in 
Tiruchirappalli district to 
Cuddalore.

Dismissing the charge 
that public were put to 
trouble by the protests Sta-
lin said people actively par-
ticipated in the protests as 
it concerns their food. Only 
when there is water, farm-
ing could be done.

Stalin also said, Gov-

ernor Banwarilal Purohit 
had told him the misdeeds 
of the ruling AIADMK gov-
ernment and that is why he 
is having review meetings 
with district officials.

As part of the shutdown 
strike Stalin led a massive 
procession comprising 
members from his party 
and his allies, on the arte-
rial Anna Salai to Marina 
Beach here affecting traffic 
flow.

He was accompanied 
by Tamil Nadu Congress 
leader S. Thirunavukka-
rasar. He was taken into 
custody by the police.

Hundreds of protesters 
belonging to DMK, Con-
gress, CPI, CPI-M, MDMK, 
VCK and farmers were also 
taken into police custody 
across the state.

In Chennai, very few 
government buses were 
plying on the roads while 
autorickshaws stayed off. 
But radio taxis were avail-
able.

Suburban and long dis-
tance train services were 
also being operated as 
usual, a Southern Railway 
official told IANS.

However, six suburban 
trains were held up at the 
Avadi point here, the of-
ficial said.

There were brief pro-
tests on the rail tracks in 
Salem and Tirunelvelli.

In Tirunelvelli, a large 
number of DMK men pro-
tested in front of a pas-

senger train. Around 150 
protesters were detained.

As a result  of  the 
Tirunelvelli protest, the 
Chennai-bound Guru-
vayur Express and Trivan-
drum-bound Ananthapuri 
Express were delayed, ac-
cording to the Southern 
Railway official.

In the hosiery town of 
Tiruppur, units were shut-
down in support of the 
strike.

However petrol bunks 
stayed open and milk sup-
ply was not affected.

As per reports reach-
ing here, shops in Erode, 
Nagapattinam, Thanjavur, 
Tiruvarur, Sivaganga, Ra-
manathapuram downed 
their shutters.

In neighbouring Pu-
ducherry, transport servic-
es were affected while three 
buses belonging to Tamil 
Nadu State Transport Cor-
poration were damaged.

The Supreme Court 
on February 16 reduced 
Tamil Nadu’s share of Cau-
very water from 177.25 
thousand million cubic 
feet (TMC), which was 
less than the 192 TMC al-
located by a tribunal in 
2007. Karnataka’s share 
of water was increased by 
14.75 TMC.

The Centre failed to 
set up the CMB within six 
weeks of the apex court’s 
February 16 order. The 
deadline ended on March 
29.

President here.
“We need to create con-

ditions for more and more 
of our daughters and sisters 
to come into the workforce. 
We need to push harder to 
ensure appropriate, en-
couraging and safe condi-
tions at home, in society 

and at the work-place to 
enhance the percentage of 
working women,” Kovind 
said. He stated that the 
corporate sector must take 
determined steps towards 
creating women-friendly 
and gender-sensitive sup-
ply chains to empower 

women in our economy, 
rather than just accommo-
date them.

The President said that 
if more women become 
part of the workforce, both 
household incomes and 
our GDP will rise. We will 
become a more prosper-
ous nation. Much greater 
than that, we will become a 
more equal society, he said.

The President said that 
the government has taken 
decisive steps to promote 
a culture of enterprise 
among ordinary citizens, 
especially women. The 
Stand-Up India initiative 
was launched in April 2016 
to encourage entrepre-
neurship among women, 
SCs and STs. About 45,000 
loans have been disbursed, 
mainly to sole proprietors.

“Almost 39,000 of these 
have gone to women an 
overwhelming propor-
tion. Under the MUDRA 
scheme, over the past three 
financial years, about 117 

million loans have been 
sanctioned,” Kovind said.

Close to 88 million of 
these loans have gone to 
women entrepreneurs and 
he was happy to note that, 
as of December 2017, the 
number of NPAs in the 
MUDRA scheme is less 
than eight per cent of the 
loans sanctioned. The Pres-
ident urged the members 
of FLO to see how they 
can make these businesses 
largely run by women inte-
gral to their value chains. 
How they can partner these 
start-ups as vendors, ancil-
laries, suppliers, distribu-
tors or in any other form.

The President said that 
this is a moment of enor-
mous opportunities for 
India. If our institutions 
and our society can be true 
to both the letter of the law 
and the spirit of justice, we 
can help every Indian real-
ise her potential. And we 
can construct a developed 
India.
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Buses wait to carry expelled diplomats to leave the U.S. Embassy in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, April 5, 2018.

PTI

Demonstrators against Brazil’s former President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva celebrate Supreme Court justices’ 
votes as they are made public outside the National Congress in Brasilia, Brazil.

Donald Trump

Trump signs order to deploy 
military along US-Mexico border

Brazil’s Supreme Court rejects 
Lula’s bid to avoid prison 

Give me another chance — Zuckerberg on leading Facebook 

Expelled diplomats leave 
US embassy in Moscow

Pakistani court bars government 
from ‘harassing’ Hafiz Saeed

Malaysian prosecutors rest case 
in Kim Jong Nam murder trial

N.Korea may have stopped its n-reactor, satellite images show

Washington, April 5 (PTI): 
President Donald Trump 
today signed an executive 
order directing the deploy-
ment of military along the 
US-Mexico border to fight 
illegal immigration, assert-
ing that the situation had 
reached “a point of crisis.” 

The announcement 
came a day after Trump 
said he intended to deploy 
the National Guard to the 
US-Mexico border until his 
administration was able to 
deliver on his campaign 
promise to build a wall to 
bolster security.

Given the importance 
to secure borders for na-
tional security, the National 
Guard, in coordination 
with governors, will re-
main in a support role until 
Congress takes the action 
necessary to close the loop-
holes, the White House 
said.

“The situation at the 
border has now reached 
a point of crisis. The law-
lessness that continues 
at our southern border 
is fundamentally incom-
patible with the safety, 
security, and sovereignty 
of the American people. 
My administration has no 
choice but to act,” Trump 
said in his memorandum 
to the Defence Secretary, 

Washington, April 5 (PTI): Face-
book CEO Mark Zuckerberg today 
sought another chance for himself 
to lead the social media giant 
despite acknowledging mistakes 
that his company made in sharing 
its users’ information with a third-
party. Embroiled in a massive data 
breach following the Cambridge 
Analytica scandal, Facebook yes-
terday said data on about 87 mil-
lion people mostly in the US may 
have been improperly shared with 
London-based political consulting 
firm Cambridge Analytica.

Zuckerberg, who co-founded 
Facebook in 2004, once again ad-
mitted the lapses and asked for an-
other chance to lead the company.

“Give me another chance,” he 
told reporters during a conference 
call when asked if he is still the best 

person to lead the company.
“This a huge mistake. It’s my 

mistake,” Zuckerberg said, taking 
the blame for the massive data 
breach. “Yes. People make mis-
takes and learn along the way. I’m 
the first to admit we didn’t take a 
broad enough view of what our 
responsibilities are...What people 
should hold us accountable for is 
learning from the mistakes,” he 
said. “Not that I am aware of...No-
body has been fired because of this 
scandal,” he said when asked if the 
board has asked him to step down 
in the wake of the Cambridge Ana-
lytica scandal.

“I have not, due to the CA sit-
uation, yet. We’re still working 
through this. At the end of the day, 
this is my responsibility. There 
have been a bunch of questions 

about that. I started this place, I 
run it, I’m responsible for what 
happens here,” he told reporters.

Zuckerberg said the scandal 
has not much dented into its busi-
ness. “I don’t think there’s been 
any meaningful impact that we’ve 
observed. But, look, it’s not good ... 
It still speaks to people feeling like 
this was a massive breach of trust 
and that we have a lot of work to do 
to repair that,” he said, seeking to 
downplay the crisis that followed 
the data breach.

Responding to a question, 
Zuckerberg said it will take years 
for Facebook to fix the problem.

“It will be a multi-year proc-
ess to combat disinformation,” 
he said, adding that this will be a 
“never-ending battle.” 

“I’m confident we’re making 

progress against these adversaries 
but they’re very sophisticated. We 
can’t expect to fully solve a problem 
like this,” Zuckerberg said.

Zuckerberg, who co-founded 
the company in 2014, is scheduled 
to testify before a Congressional 
committee on data breach next 
week.

“This hearing will be an im-
portant opportunity to shed light 
on critical consumer data privacy 
issues and help all Americans bet-
ter understand what happens to 
their personal information online. 
We appreciate Mr Zuckerberg’s 
willingness to testify before the 
committee, and we look forward 
to him answering our questions,” 
said committee Chairman Con-
gressman Greg Walden, and the 
Ranking Member Frank Pallone.

Moscow, April 5 (PTI/AFP): 
The first of a group of 60 US 
diplomats who have been 
expelled from Russia in the 
wake of the poisoned spy 
row departed from Wash-
ington’s embassy in Mos-
cow today, an AFP reporter 
on the scene said.

Dozens of US diplo-
mats and their families left 
the embassy compound 
on three buses and a mini-
bus at 6.30am (0330 GMT) 
and headed towards the 
airport, after Moscow set 
a Thursday deadline for 
the envoys to leave the 
country.

There has been a flurry 
of tit-for-tat diplomatic 

expulsions since the March 
4 poisoning on UK soil 
of Sergei Skripal, which 
Britain says was carried 
out with a military-grade 
nerve agent developed by 
the Soviet Union.

 The former double 
agent, who defected to Brit-
ain, was found slumped on 
a park bench in the English 
town of Salisbury alongside 
his daughter Yulia who was 
also critically injured.

London has said it is 
“highly likely” Moscow 
was behind the botched 
assassination, a charge 
the Kremlin has angrily 
denied.

Relations between 

Moscow and the West have 
since plummeted to a new 
lows. 

More than 150 Russian 
diplomats were ordered 
out of the US, EU mem-
bers, NATO countries and 
other nations as punish-
ment, a move that was met 
in kind by Russia.

At the end of March 
Moscow ordered 60 US 
diplomats to leave, as well 
as the closure of the St Pe-
tersburg consulate. There 
was a stream of vehicles 
driving in and out of the 
embassy ahead of the de-
parture, many carrying 
luggage and the pets of the 
expelled diplomats.

Islamabad, April 5 (IANS): 
The Lahore High Court on 
Thursday ordered govern-
ment authorities to not 
“harass” banned Jamaat-
ud-Dawa (JuD) chief and 
2008 Mumbai terror attack 
mastermind Hafiz Saeed 
and allow him to continue 
his “social welfare activi-
ties”.

T h e  f o u n d e r  o f 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) al-
leged in a petition that the 
government was interfer-
ing in his party’s welfare 
projects because it had 
bowed down to pressure 
from India and the US, 
Dawn online reported.

The petition argued 
that barring an organisa-
tion or party from indulg-
ing in charity work was 
against the Constitution.

Justice Ameenud Din 
Khan, who heard the peti-
tion filed by lawyer A.K. 
Dogar on Saeed’s behalf, 
also directed the authori-
ties to submit their re-
sponses by April 23.

Saeed had filed a nearly 
identical petition through 
Dogar before the same 
judge in March. That time, 
Justice Khan had directed 
the federal and provincial 
governments to submit 
their responses by April 27.

However, due to the 

similar nature of both peti-
tions, the court decided to 
club the cases. After hear-
ing Saeed’s arguments in 
Thursday’s hearing, Justice 
Khan issued notices to 
the federal and provincial 
governments again, di-
recting them to file their 
replies. The hearing was 
subsequently adjourned 
until April 23.

On January 1, the Se-
curities and Exchange 
Commission of Pakistan 
had barred JuD and sev-
eral other such organisa-
tions named in a list of 
banned outfits by the UN 
Security Council from 
collecting donations in 
the country. The federal 
government had followed 
suit on February 12, with 
President  Mamnoon 
Hussain amending the 
Anti-Terrorism Act (ATA) 
of 1997 and issuing the 
amended Anti-Terrorism 
Ordinance, 2018, follow-
ing which the personnel 
banned by the UN stood 
banned in Pakistan as well.

Earlier this week, the 
US designated LeT’s politi-
cal front, the Milli Muslim 
League (MML), as well as 
another front organisa-
tion, the Tehreek-e-Azadi-
e-Kashmir (TAJK), as for-
eign terrorist groups.

Shah Alam, April  5 (PTI/AP): Malay-
sian prosecutors wrapped up their case 
Thursday against two Southeast Asian 
women accused of killing the estranged 
half brother of North Korea’s leader 
in a brazen attack at an international 
airport.

Prosecutors told the High Court that 
they were resting their case against In-
donesia’s Siti Aisyah, 25, and Vietnam’s 
Doan Thi Huong, 29, after questioning 
34 witnesses over six months.

The judge said closing arguments in 
the trial, which could send the women 
to the gallows if found guilty, will begin 
on June 27.

Aisyah and Huang are accused of 
smearing VX nerve agent on Kim Jong 
Nam’s face in a crowded airport terminal 
in Kuala Lumpur on Feb. 13, 2017. The 
women have pleaded not guilty, saying 
they thought they were taking part in 
a harmless prank for a hidden-camera 
show.

The two are the only suspects in cus-
tody, though prosecutors say four North 
Koreans who fled the country were also 
involved.

After the closing arguments, the 
judge will decide whether there is a case 
against the women. If he decides there 
isn’t, the women will be freed. If he de-
cides there is, the women will be called 
to make their defense, which could take 
several months.

The crux of the case revolves around 
whether the women intended to kill Kim 
or if they truly were scapegoats duped by 
North Korean agents into taking part in a 
high-profile political assassination.

Defense lawyers said the prosecu-

tion’s case was too simplistic and failed 
to show any motive for the killing. They 
said evidence has shown the women’s 
conduct before and after the killing was 
inconsistent with that of an assassin, 
pointing out that they didn’t wear gloves 
when applying VX, didn’t dispose of their 
tainted clothing and didn’t flee.

Prosecutors, however, contend the 
women knew they were handling poi-
son.

Hisyam Teh Poh Teik, Huong’s lawyer, 
told reporters he will argue in closing ar-
guments that the women were deprived 
of a fair trial due to a sloppy and biased 
police investigation and the conspicu-
ous absence of the four North Korean 
suspects.

“We are confident with the inno-
cence of our client because that’s the 
truth,” Teh said.

Lead prosecutor Iskandar Ahmad 
said it was common for an accused per-
son to be charged while other suspects 
are still at large and that it doesn’t affect 
the case. He said evidence has shown the 
women’s connection with the four North 
Koreans, who had recruited, trained and 
supplied VX to them.

“We believe we have a good case,” 
Iskandar told reporters.

Kim, the eldest son in the family that 
has ruled North Korea since its founding, 
had been living abroad for years after 
falling out of favor. It is thought he could 
have been seen as a threat to Kim Jong 
Un’s rule.

Malaysian officials have never of-
ficially accused North Korea of involve-
ment in Kim’s death and have made it 
clear they don’t want the trial politicized.

Seoul, April 5 (IANS): North Korea 
may have stopped operatiing in 
its only nuclear reactor, a website 
specialising in North Korean af-
fairs said on Thursday, ahead of 
an upcoming summits with South 
Korea and the US in which possible 
denuclearisation of the Pyongyang 
regime is expected to be discussed.

According to an analysis of 
satellite images taken on March 
30 by the website 38 North, the 
generators of the five-megawatt 
experimental reactor of the Yong-

byon nuclear research centre did 
not seem to show any activity, Efe 
news reported.

This could point to a deactiva-
tion of the nuclear facility, which 
the regime said was exclusively 
meant to produce electricity, de-
spite suspicions in the interna-
tional community that it produced 
plutonium which was later reproc-
essed for use in nuclear weapons.

The website, linked to the John 
Hopkins University in the US, also 
said there was no evidence of plu-

tonium reprocessing taking place 
at the radiochemical laboratory 
in Yongbyon. The report, however, 
said the images showed an excava-
tion project nearby, which could 
indicate an attempt to provide a 
steady water flow into the facility to 
ensure the reactor runs more con-
tinuously and safely in the future.

It also said there was a new 
truck activity at the reactor, which 
may indicate maintenance or re-
pairs, transport of spent fuel rods 
or the offloading of fresh fuel. The 

analysis said this area should be 
closely monitored in future.

The report came ahead of the 
much-anticipated summits be-
tween North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un with South Korean Presi-
dent Moon Jae-in and US Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

The Moon-Kim talks on April 
27 would be the first inter-Korean 
summit since 2007, while the May 
meeting with Trump would be the 
first between leaders of the two 
countries in history.

Brasilia, April 5 (PTI/AFP): Brazil’s 
Supreme Court today rejected former 
president Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva’s bid 
to delay a 12 year prison sentence for 
corruption in a ruling that could upend 
presidential elections in Latin America’s 
biggest country.

The 6-5 ruling means that Lula -- 
who was Brazil’s most popular leader on 
record and is the frontrunner ahead of 
the October 7 polls -- could be arrested 
within days.

The 11 judges deliberated for more 
than 10 hours from Wednesday into 
Thursday on Lula’s request to avoid 
going to prison while he mounts fresh 
appeals.

At 5-5, it was court president Carmen 
Lucia who cast the tie-breaking vote, say-
ing that postponing serving of sentences 
“could lead to impunity.” 

Broadcast live on television, the 
drama left Brazilians as divided as the 
judges themselves, and raised questions 
over the state of the country’s democracy 
after the top army general appeared to 
urge prison for the 72-year-old founder 
of the leftist Workers’ Party.

On the right, Lula is considered the 
face of corruption sweeping the coun-
try’s political elite. His imprisonment 
has long been the goal of prosecutors 
running Brazil’s “Car Wash” anti-graft 
investigation and he is now their biggest 
scalp.

Leftists, however, remember Lula’s 
2003-2010 rule as a time when Brazil 
used its wealth to lift tens of millions of 
people out of poverty.

For them, the entire corruption 
case is a sham cooked up by a judiciary 
giving major political figures accused 
of corruption on the right -- including 
current President Michel Temer -- an 
easier ride.

Those competing visions mirror 
the increasingly polarized election 
campaign in which a hard-right former 
army officer, Jair Bolsonaro, is currently 
second in the polls behind Lula, with 
centrists struggling to make ground.

Lula was sentenced to 12 years and 
one month prison after being convicted 
last year of accepting a seaside apart-
ment as a bribe from a major construc-
tion company seeking government 
contracts. He appealed in a lower court 
but lost.

Under current law, that meant he 
should go immediately to prison, even 
while conducting further appeals in two 
higher courts. However, Lula applied to 
the Supreme Court for habeas corpus, 
allowing him to remain free during the 
appeals, potentially keeping him out of 
jail for a long period.

The Supreme Court’s deliberations 
on the sensitive case took place under 
extraordinary social and political pres-
sure.

Late Tuesday, up to 20,000 people 
demonstrated in Brazil’s biggest city, 
Sao Paulo, to demand Lula go to prison 
and be barred from the election, with 
smaller rival rallies gathering in Brasilia 
yesterday.

More than 5,000 judges and prosecu-
tors sent the Supreme Court a petition 
for Lula to be imprisoned immediately 
and justices have received thousands of 
emails on the subject.

At the same time, the court had to 
contend with the fact that Lula remains 
enormously popular with much of the 
population, especially in the poorer 
north-east.

In Sao Paulo, Lula backer Maria Lu-
cia Minoto Silva, a 60-year-old history 
teacher, was distraught after Weber cast 
what proved the decisive vote on the 
court.

“This is a farce, it’s a huge blow. I 
can’t accept Lula out of the election. I 
can’t accept an innocent man being in 
prison,” she said. “Rosa Weber was on 
the fence and when she said she would 
rule against him, I went mad.” 

The most notable pressure ahead of 
the court ruling came from Brazil’s army 
commander, who broke traditional non-
interference in politics by appearing to 
call for Lula to be imprisoned.

Attorney general and the 
Secretary of Homeland 
Secretary. The threat is real 
the Homeland Security 
Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen 
told reporters at a White 
House news conference.

“We continue to see 
unacceptable levels of il-
legal drugs, dangerous 
gang activity, transnational 
criminal organisations and 
illegal immigration flow 
across our border,” she 
said.

This threatens not only 
the safety of American 
communities and children, 
but also the very rule of law, 

on which, the country was 
founded. “It’s time to act. 
So let’s talk a little bit about 
that today,” she said.

Border Patrol recorded 
37,393 arrests on the south-
west border in March, ac-
cording to data released by 
US Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP).

In the last 15 months, 
she said the Trump ad-
ministration has taken ma-
jor steps to methodically 
strengthen border security.

“We began the first 
new border wall system 
construction in close to a 
decade, we modified our 

asylum system processing 
to more quickly adjudicate 
claims and we ended so-
called temporary immigra-
tion programme,” Nielson 
said.

Ruing that the system 
rewards bad behaviour, she 
said it does not punish law 
breakers.

“It undermines our na-
tion’s economic interests. 
Make no mistake, interdic-
tion without the ability to 
promptly remove those 
without legitimate cause 
is not border security, it is 
not national security,” she 
asserted.

Asking the Congress to 
pass the necessary legisla-
tion, Nielsen said in the 
meantime, Trump has di-
rected that National Guard 
personnel be deployed to 
the southern border.

This is not the first time 
in recent history that the 
National Guard has been 
deployed to the southern 
border.

In 2012, President 
Barack Obama authorised 
the deployment of guards-
men to the border. Presi-
dent George W Bush also 
authorised deployment 
of 6,000 guardsmen to the 
border as a part of Opera-
tion Jump Start, assisting in 
operations which resulted 
in the arrest of more than 
173,000 illegal aliens, the 
rescue of 100 persons, and 
the seizure of more than 
300,000 pounds of drugs.

According to the White 
House, more than a thou-
sand people a day and 
more than 300,000 a year 
violate “our sovereignty” 
by illegally crossing the 
border.

Trump has made se-
curing the southern border 
a focal point of his presi-
dency, with plans to beef 
up border security and 
create a wall as key com-
ponents.
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Pink forgets lyrics of her song during concert
Singer Pink forgot the lyrics of the second verse of her 2006 single “Who knew” during 
her concert at Madison Square Garden here. The three-time Grammy winner did not 
let the mistake faze her, laughing it off and jumping right back into the chorus -- much 
to everyone’s delight on Wednesday evening, reports people.com. “I forgot the words. 
S***!” Pink told the crowd.  Fans in attendance shared their reactions to the minor 
slip-up on Twitter as some of them praised her for being human. Though Pink failed 
to remember the words of her song, she still got the party started when she success-
fully performed her signature aerial dance moves in a metallic bodysuit -- all the while 
suspended high above the crowd. The singer has been determined to deliver the best 
shows to her fans after postponing her Montreal, Canada, concert and Detroit, Michi-
gan, concert due to the flu. (IANS)

Alobo Naga receives three AAM Awards

W
ith three 
Awards 
in hand 
out of 
the four 

nominations, Alobo Naga 
has made Northeast 
India proud once again 
at the Artist Aloud Music 
Award (AAMA) 2018. 

With lot’s of promi-
nent artists nominated 
and live performances 
India’s only Independent 
Music Award was well 
received by performers 
all over the country. The 
event was held on April 4  
in Mumbai.

Alobo Naga through 
a press release issued on 
April 5 said “ I was hum-
bled when my name was 
1st announced for the 1st 
award, but by the time I 
got the 3rd one I could 
not hold my tears any-
more. I wanted to shout 
out and tell everyone that 
Northeast is back in the 
game”. 

The performer added 
saying “When the crowd 
cheered for me and was 
shouting out my name , I 
couldn’t have been more 
thankful to God and also 
to all of my well wishers 

who have supported me”.
The MistryGaana 

singer is said to have 
dedicated all his awards 

to every artist in the 
Northeast who are 
striving hard to make 
music every moment. He 

stood on the stage and 
proudly said “I dedicate 
this Award to all the artist 
back home, from the 
Northeast and want to 
tell each one of them that 
I stand here on behalf of 
all of you, receiving it in 
your name”.

Other winners of the 
night is said to  include 
KailashKher, Shankar 
Mahadevan, Hard Kaur, 
Euphoria, Jassi and many 
more.

The MTV awardee 
who has taken all his 
talent to a small town of 
Dimapur, leaving behind 
the celebrity life in the 
cities told the spokes-
person that. “I left the 
cities behind and started 
a small music academy 
because I am happy to be 
home and do anything 
related to music. As for 
me it means to mould 
a person to make more 
music and that makes 
me the happiest person, 
as music heals”.

The highest achiever 
of the Independent mu-
sic award is now touring 
with his album KINI - 
The KINI TOUR INDIA .

EMN

Happy Birthday Aka (Dr.
Nchumbeni Humtsoe) 
May God continue to bless 
you richly as you celebrate 
the life He has gifted you. 
May you continue to live 
and shine for Him. Lots of 
blessings. 

Ango

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as 
they share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

EASTERN MIRROR: Describe your music and 
your connection with music?
Viho Kin: I listen to all types of genres. It mostly 
depends on my mood or the phase of life that 
I go through which makes me want to shuffle 
over the genres. 

I believe that music is a universal language 
where I can reach out to people far and wide. 
A special gift from God where one can use to 
spread the message of love and unite one an-
other.

EASTERN MIRROR: When was the first time 
you performed onstage?

Viho Kin: Well, the first time I performed on 
stage was during my 5th standard. There was a 
function held in my school and that’s how I got 
the privilege to perform for the first time.

EASTERN MIRROR: Your influences?
Viho Kin: Like many other kids who grew up 

listening to international boybands, pop stars 
etc (western popular songs) I also learned a lot 
by listening to their songs infact tried to imitate 
them as well haha. But having said that, the 
point how I intrigued with music was when I 
started listening to the Thakro Brothers music ( 
Diethozo Thakro and Vizho Thakro). Listening 
to their music I got so influenced and decided 
to take a short vocal course under the guidance 
of Vizho Thakro when I was in my 10th Grade. 
That’s how my music journey began.

EASTERN MIRROR: How do you balance 
your music with other obligations like college 
exams or games?

Viho Kin: During my college days, my first 
priority as a student was studies then followed 
by sports and music which were equally impor-
tant in my life. There were times when I had to 
play and represent some football clubs whereas 

on the other hand I had to perform (sing) which 
wasn’t easy to decide as it gets clashed on the 
same day as well. But I believe it’s my passion 
and patience that has somehow helped me to 
manage and adjust my time for all of it. Add-
ing to that, I do pray to God for His guidance, 
knowledge and seek His blessings. 

EASTERN MIRROR: Do you wish to take up 
music as a career or you have other plans?

Viho Kin: As for now, I am still praying and 
trying to figure about it. But no matter what my 
job or career maybe, I have a strong will that I 
will continue to make music and sing. And so 
with every bit of knowledge and experience that 
I have, I will continue to use it in praising His 
name and for His glory.

EASTERN MIRROR: Do you get nervous 
before performing? And how do you handle 
mistakes during a performance?

Viho Kin: Yes I do get nervous before per-
forming. Mistakes are bound to happen at any 
time especially when one is nervous. And in or-
der to get rid of my nervous breakdown here are 
some tips my mentor taught me to remember 
and put into practice before performing:

* Focus on a fixed point 
* Take deep breath before you sing 
* Block everyone out of mind
* Enjoy the occasion 
I have worked hard to get this far and so I 

remind myself what I am capable of doing.

EASTERN MIRROR: Which famous musicians 
have you learned from?

Viho Kin: There are many musicians and 
singers whom I have learnt a lot from. Like 
Adam Levine, Eric Martin, Ed Sheeran, etc. But 
practically and technically speaking like I have 

mentioned earlier, from the grassroot level I 
was mentored and guided by my vocal/music 
teacher Vizho Thakro.

EASTERN MIRROR: What are the five things 
you cannot live without?

Viho Kin: It will be unjust of me to answer 
this question considering them as things so I’d 
rather put it as my loved one’s who stood by me. 
God, Family, Friends, Music And My Vocal/mu-
sic mentor Vizho Thakro. 

EASTERN MIRROR: What is your debut ‘My 
Home’ all about?

Viho Kin: My debut ‘ My Home’ talks about 
how Home feels like with the presence of true 
love and promises in someone. It all started 
through a conversation between me and my 
mentor. One day we were having a conversation 
about Relationships, Love and marriages and 
we were like why don’t we compose a love song? 
And that’s where we started jotting it down and 
here we are with the song ‘My Home’

EASTERN MIRROR: Ten years from now you 
wish to be….

Viho Kin: Down the line in 10 years I would 
like to embrace myself with a secured job and 
make sure I can look after myself and become 
an independent individual, at the same time 
promote and enlighten myself in the field of 
music. 

EASTERN MIRROR: What’s your motto or the 
advice you live by?

Viho Kin: To be honest, I don’t have a motto 
or any advice as such. But I do remind myself 
every single day that ‘ If you don’t stand for 
something, you’ll fall for anything’. And ‘If you 
don’t know where you are from, you’ll never 
know where you are going’ .

Viho Kin of Khuzama village 
is an upcoming artist from Kohima who 
grew up performing in churches. 

The artist, greatly influenced by the 
music of Thakro Brothers (Diethozo 
Thakro and Vizho Thakro) decided to 
take up a short vocal course under the 
guidance of Vizho Thakro when he was in 
class 10. 

He believes in music as a universal lan-
guage where one can reach out to people 
far and wide. 

His debut ‘My Home’ speaks on how 
home feels like with the presence of true 
love and promises in someone. 

Not only is Viho Kin a good musician 
but he is also a good football player who 
have brought laurels to his team mates on 
various occasions. 

Eastern Mirror through ‘Rhythm of 
Love’ today shares an insight of the tal-
ented musician.

3.30 pm: Peter Rabbit (eng)

10 am, 12.40 pm, 5 pm, 8 pm: Haaghi

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320
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‘India should set up astronomical 
observatory in Antarctica’

AI to help in search for alien life

NRDC to develop ASEAN technology data bank

New technique developed to 
monitor coastal landforms

Vasco-da-Gama (Goa), 
April 5 (India Science 
Wire): India has been an 
active player globally in 
polar research, having es-
tablished research stations 
in both the Antarctic and 
the Arctic. Now it should 
take steps to set up an 
astronomical observatory 
in Antarctic which is an 
ideal location for making 
observations.

Leading Indian astro-
physicist and director of 
the Inter-University Centre 
for Astronomy and Astro-
physics (IUCAA), Profes-
sor Somak Raychaudhury, 
made this suggestion while 
delivering the Foundation 
Day lecture at the National 
Centre for Antarctic and 
Ocean Research (NCAOR) 
here on Thursday.

“Polar regions are im-
portant for astronomy. 
Many countries already 
have astronomical obser-
vatories in Antarctica and 
India should also do so. 

The absence of water va-
pour and thin atmosphere 
of Antarctica make it an 
ideal place for astronomy, 
especially observing the 
infrared and microwave 
radiations,” Raychaud-
hury said.

At present, America, 
Australia and China have 
astronomical observato-
ries in Antarctica. The US 
was among the pioneers to 
begin astronomical obser-
vations from an observa-
tory at its Amundsen–Scott 
South Pole Station. Now it 
has three 10-meter South 
Pole Telescope (SPT) tele-
scopes. The University of 
Texas and Beijing Astro-
nomical Observatory have 
jointly built the Antarctic 
Survey Telescopes (AST3) 
at the Antarctic Kunlun 
station in 2012. The same 
year, University of New 
South Wales, Australia also 
established High Elevation 
Antarctic Terahertz tele-
scope in collaboration 

with University of Arizona.
“ The absence of wa-

ter vapour and thin at-
mosphere of Antarctica 
make it an ideal place for 
astronomy, especially ob-
serving the infrared and 
microwave radiations “ 
:Raychaudhury said.

India began exploring 
Antarctic with its first ex-
pedition in 1981 and since 
then 37 expeditions have 
been launched. The coun-
try’s first Antarctic base 
“Dakshin Gangotri” was 
established in 1983-84 in 
ice shelf of East Antarctica. 
At present, India has two 
permanent research bases 
- “Maitri” and “Bharati”. 
In addition, India has a 
research station called 
“Himadri” in the Arctic 
and Himansh in Hima-
laya. These high latitudes 
and cold desert regions are 
considered ideal for astro-
nomical research as well.

Raychaudhury em-
phasized the importance 

of mega multi-national 
astronomy projects like 
Thirty Meter Telescope, 
Square Kilometre Array, 
Sloan Digital Sky Survey 
and Laser Interferom-
eter Gravitational-wave 
Observatory (LIGO) for 
Indian astronomers. With 
collaboration of many 
Indian institutes, the In-
dIGO consortium was 
formed in 2009 to set up 
advanced experimental 
facilities of gravitational-
wave astronomy.

LIGO, he said, would 
open a new window on 
the universe with observa-
tion of gravitational waves 
from colliding black holes. 
The gravitational wave 
detector being built in In-
dia is likely to be ready by 
2025. It will measure waves 
in the fabric of space and 
time. Acquiring suitable 
land in a remote inhabited 
place was a major chal-
lenge as the observatory 
should be away from all 

disturbances. Land has 
already acquired for this in 
Maharashtra.

India’s participation 
in various mega projects 
is a golden opportunity 
for researchers to carry 
out international work 
in astronomy and astro-
physics. IUCAA is a forum 
for promoting astronomy 
and astrophysics in Indian 
universities and institutes. 
“We need young research-
ers from various fields of 
science for building the 
detector and to look at 
data from different angles 
for advance studies once 
the Indian arm of LIGO 
becomes operational,” 
said Raychaudhury.

Dr. M. Ravichandran, 
director, (NCAOR), said the 
institute has collaborated 
with dozens of research 
and academic institutes 
for polar research in the 
past and would be open for 
collaborative studies in the 
field of astronomy as well.

Thousands of black holes may 
be hiding in Milky Way’s centre
New York, April 5 (IANS): A 
team of US astrophysicists 
have discovered a doz-
en black holes gathered 
around Sagittarius A* (Sgr 
A*) -- the supermassive 
black hole in the centre of 
the Milky Way Galaxy.

Scientists have done 
extensive fruitless searches 
for black holes around Sgr 
A* -- the closest supermas-
sive black holes (SMBHs) 
to Earth and therefore the 
easiest to study. 

“There are only about 
five dozen known black 
holes in the entire galaxy 
-- 100,000 light years wide 
-- and there are supposed 
to be 10,000 to 20,000 of 
these things in a region 
just six light years wide 
that no one has been able 
to find,” said lead author 
Chuck Hailey, Astrophysi-
cist at Columbia Univer-
sity, US.

But, “there hasn’t been 
much credible evidence”, 
Hailey said. 

In the study, appear-
ing in the journal Nature, 
Hailey explained that Sgr 
A* is surrounded by a halo 
of gas and dust that pro-
vides the perfect breeding 
ground for the birth of 
massive stars, which live, 
die and could turn into 
black holes there. 

Additionally, black 
holes from outside the 
halo are believed to fall 
under the influence of the 
SMBH as they lose their 
energy.

While most of  the 
trapped black holes remain 

isolated, some capture 
and bind to a passing star, 
forming a stellar binary. 

Researchers believe 
there is a heavy concen-
tration of these isolated 
and mated black holes 
in the Galactic Centre, 
forming a density cusp 
which gets more crowded 
as distance to the SMBH 
decreases.

In the past, failed at-
tempts to find evidence of 
such a cusp have focused 
on looking for the bright 
burst of X-ray glow that 
sometimes occurs in black 
hole binaries.

But, in the new study, 
the team searched for 
X-ray signatures of black 
hole-low mass binaries 
in their inactive state 
and were able to find 12 
within three light years, 
of Sgr A*. 

The researchers ana-
lysed the properties and 
spatial distribution of the 
identified binary systems 
and extrapolated from 
their observations that 
there must be anywhere 
from 300 to 500 black 
hole-low mass binaries 
and about 10,000 isolated 
black holes in the area sur-
rounding Sgr A*.

“Knowing the number 
of black holes in the centre 
of a typical galaxy can help 
in better predicting how 
many gravitational wave 
events may be associated 
with them. All the infor-
mation astrophysicists 
need is at the centre of the 
galaxy,” Hailey said. 

London, April 4 (IANS): 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
could help astronomers 
predict the probability of 
life on other planets, ac-
cording to a new study.

Using artificial neural 
networks (ANNs) research-
ers from Britain’s Plymouth 
University classified plan-
ets into five types, based on 
whether they are most like 
the present-day Earth, the 
early Earth, Mars, Venus 
or Saturn’s moon Titan, 
estimating a probability of 
life in each case. 

All five of these objects 
are rocky bodies known to 
have atmospheres and are 
among the most poten-
tially habitable objects in 
the Solar System.

“We’re currently inter-
ested in these ANNs for 
prioritising exploration 
for a hypothetical, intelli-
gent, interstellar spacecraft 
scanning an exoplanet sys-

tem at range,” said Chris-
topher Bishop from the 
varsity.

“We’re also looking at 
the use of large area, de-
ployable, planar Fresnel 
antennas to get data back 
to Earth from an interstel-
lar probe at large distances. 
This would be needed if 
the technology is used in 
robotic spacecraft in the 
future,” Bishop added.

ANNs are systems 
that attempt to replicate 
the way the human brain 
learns. 

Atmospheric observa-
tions  — known as spectra 
— of the five Solar System 
bodies are presented as in-
puts to the network, which 
is then asked to classify 
them in terms of the plan-
etary type. 

As life is currently 
known only to exist on 
Earth, the classification 
uses a “probability of life” 

metric which is based on 
the relatively well-under-
stood atmospheric and 
orbital properties of the 
five target types.

“Given the results so 
far, this method may prove 
to be extremely useful for 
categorising different types 
of exoplanets using results 
from ground-based and 
near-Earth observatories,” 
said Angelo Cangelosi, the 
supervisor of the project.

The technique may 
also be ideally suited to 
selecting targets for future 
observations, given the 
increase in spectral detail 
expected from upcom-
ing space missions such 
European Space Agency’s 
Ariel Space Mission and 
NASA’s James Webb Space 
Telescope.

The work was present-
ed at the European Week of 
Astronomy and Space Sci-
ence (EWASS) in Liverpool.

New Delhi, April 5 (India Science Wire): 
The National Research Development 
Corporation (NRDC) will establish a tech-
nology data bank for ASEAN (Association 
of Southeastern Asian Nations) region as 
part of ASEAN-India Innovation Platform.

The corporation has been entrusted 
by the Department of Science and Tech-
nology (DST) to manage the platform for 
a period of four years. The proposed data 
bank will link existing data banks of avail-
able technologies in the ASEAN region. 
“We will undertake maintenance and 
normalisation of collected data including 
sourcing of ideas online from India and 
ASEAN countries,” Dr. H. Purushotham, 
chairman and managing director of 
NRDC, told India Science Wire.

“We have been given the responsibil-
ity of bringing whatever technologies 
are available in India and ASEAN on one 
platform and make it available for com-
mercialization for Indian as well as ASEAN 
entrepreneurs,” he said.

Besides developing the data bank, 
NRDC will undertake other tasks like 
selection and validation of technologies 
through expert committees for identify-
ing the potential technology in ASEAN 
members; to perform need analysis of 
technological requirements by organising 
annual meet in India of ASEAN members 
for need assessment on the data gener-
ated through participation in different 
platforms; follow-up meet to update 
and review; and organising training pro-
grammes on Technology and intellectual 
property management.

“ The innovation platform is a major 
element of the enhanced the ASEAN-India 

S&T Development Fund, which is a part of 
ASEAN-India Science & Technology Col-
laboration formally started in 1996. “

The innovation platform is a major el-
ement of the enhanced the ASEAN-India 
S&T Development Fund, which is a part 
of ASEAN-India Science & Technology 
Collaboration formally started in 1996. 
Initially, the collaborative projects were 
supported through ASEAN-India Fund, 
but in 2008 a dedicated ASEAN-India S&T 
Development Fund with an equivalent 
amount of US$ 1 million was established 
jointly by Ministry of External Affairs 
and DST. The fund was enhanced to an 
equivalent amount of US$ 5 million in 
November 2015.

“DST will implement three major 
components under this project. First, 
there will be ASEAN-India Research and 
Training fellowship for researchers for 
six months. The entire expenditure will 
be met out of the fund allocated” said R 
K Sharma, scientist in the International 
Multilateral Research Cooperation (IMRC) 
Division of DST.

The second component will be 
ASEAN- India collaborative Research and 
Development program. Under this ten 
projects would be supported for three 
years. The third component would be 
ASEAN-India innovation platform with 
three components - social innovation, 
research innovation and product innova-
tion. The social innovation part would be 
dealt by the National Innovation Founda-
tion, Ahemdabad, while research innova-
tion part will be handled by NRDC and 
FICCI will deal with the product innova-
tion component.

New Delhi, April 4 (India 
Science Wire): Indian Sci-
entists have developed a 
remote sensing technique 
that uses satellite data to 
delineate between vari-
ous coastal landforms like 
beaches, mangroves and 
marshes. This method can 
help monitor and under-
stand impacts of natural 
disasters as well as human 
activities on coastal eco-
system.

Coastal ecosystems 
that comprise of man-
groves and other land-
forms protect the shores 
from natural disasters 
such as floods, hurricanes 
etc., prevent soil erosion 
and are hotspots of bio-
diversity. Over the years, 
excessive exploitation of 
coastal resources for fish-
eries and other commer-
cial benefits has led to 
an ecological imbalance. 
Better surveillance sys-
tems are needed to keep 
a check on anthropogenic 
activities in such regions.

Although images from 
satellite data are common-
ly used to study various 
landforms on earth, dis-
tinguishing different land-
forms in coastal region 
remains a challenge due 
to their low lying nature, 
and absence of clear-cut 
boundaries between vari-
ous landforms.

Scientists from the Na-
tional Remote Sensing 
Centre, Andhra Univer-
sity College of Engineer-
ing and Mahatma Gandhi 
Chitrakoot Gramodaya 
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1779

ACROSS
1. Brightest star in the 

constellation Virgo
6. Cain’s brother
10. Broad band worn over the 

shoulder
14. Latin for “Broad” or 

“Extensive”
15. Indian dress
16. You (archaic)
17. Badly suited
18. Graceful bird
19. Hindu system of exercises
20. Re________ = recalled
22. Solidified
24. Periods of history
25. Easily understood
26. Household tutor
29. Carnivorous sea mammal
30. Always
31. Mountainous region of 

West Virginia
37. Push away
39. Late band leader ___ 

Brown
40. Threefold
41. Not traversed
44. To a position on
45. Distribute
46. Singer Sheena ______
48. Approval
52. Scholastic Aptitude Tests
53. Far East
54. Aerial gymnasts
58. Liturgy of a church
59. United States Dept. of 

Agriculture
61. Moderate purple color
62. Personal (abbrev.)
63. Blade of tall slender grass
64. Andes mountain animal
65. Narrow opening
66. Hotels
67. More clever 

DOWN
1. Slender
2. Window glass
3. Article

4. One who serves the king 
wine

5. Towards the rear
6. Donkeys
7. Prostitute or madam
8. Earned Run Average
9. Relating to the tongue
10. Instruments for writing
11. Grasp
12. German for 

“Sail” 
13. Impetuous
21. New Zealand hardwood 

tree

23. Acclaim
25. Rental agreement
26. South American country
27. Not odd
28. Department (abbrev.)
29. A short period of time
32. Braid
33. Bird of the genus Loxia
34. Clue
35. To the inside
36. Long period of time
38. Burdened 
42. Short tube with a 

constricted throat

43. Darling
47. Coral islands
48. Military subdivision
49. Projecting bay window
50. Explosive
51. Perceives (archaic)
52. Large quantities
54. City in Yemen
55. Mountain range in 

Kirghiz
56. Docile
57. Mark left by a wound
60. Former unit of currency 

in Japan

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1619

Vishwavidyalaya utilized 
an image analysis tech-
nique - Object-Based Im-
age Analysis - to demar-
cate various landforms 
such as ridges, marshes, 
mangroves etc. surround-
ing the Krishna delta pres-
ent on East coast of India.

“ Coastal ecosystems 
that comprise of man-
groves and other land-
forms protect the shores 
from natural disasters 
such as floods, hurricanes 
etc., prevent soil erosion 
and are hotspots of biodi-
versity. “

The new technique 
deploys parameters like 
tone, texture, shape, con-
text, proximity to the sea 
and height derived from 
satellite images for clas-
sification of landforms. 
Combining the values of 
these parameters, a total 
of 11 landforms such as 
beach, beach ridge, swale, 
tidal creek, marsh, spit, 
barrier bar, mangrove, 
natural levee, channel 
island and channel bar 
were given their peculiar 

characteristics and were 
differentiated.

The reduced inflow of 
water from Krishna river to 
the delta due to construc-
tion of dams and reservoirs 
together with overexploi-
tation of mangroves sur-
rounding Krishna delta for 
agriculture, aquaculture 
and industrial is disturb-
ing the ecosystem of this 
region. In such a scenario, 
a method that helps to 
keep a better check on this 
region could help environ-
mental organizations.

“The work is useful for 
identification of vulner-
able zones so that miti-
gation measures can be 
planned. However, some 
more advanced remote 
sensing data and machine 
learning techniques can 
be additionally used for 
obtaining better results,” 
commented Dr. Prafful 
Singh from Amity Institute 
of Geoinformatics and Re-
mote Sensing, who is not 
connected with the study, 
while talking to India Sci-
ence Wire.



The kits of the various teams for the 3rd edition of the Case Premier League were unveiled at the 
A1 Powerplay, Dimapur on April 5. The league will kick-off at the Police Ground, Chumukedima 
on April 7. 
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Mirabai, Gururaja sparkles with 
gold and silver on opening day

Liverpool’s stunning first-half salvo leaves City on the ropes 
Barcelona cruise past AS Roma

Sports for all: Dimapur play host to Special Olympics 

Football league returns to Kohima 

Four Nagas in Chennai League

CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE 

Gold medalist Indian weightlifter Chanu Saikhom poses for a photo during the medal ceremony 
of women's 48kg weightlifting event during the Commonwealth Games 2018 in Gold Coast, on 
Thursday.

AP/PTI

People with Disabilities (PwDs) participating at the Special Olympics Nagaland event at Old Showuba ground in Dimapur on April 5. 
EM Images

Liverpool's Mohamed Salah, center, celebrates with teammates after scoring his side's first goal of the game during the Champions 
League quarter final, first leg soccer match between Liverpool and Manchester City at Anfield.

AP/PTI

Colours of football

Gold Coast, April 5 (PTI): A 
record-smashing Mirabai 
Chanu and a persever-
ant P Gururaja claimed 
gold and silver respectively 
as weightlifters lived up 
to the pre-event hype by 
delivering opening-day 
medals for India while star 
badminton players added 
to the cheer by making a 
winning start in the 21st 
Commonwealth Games, 
here.

Chanu smashed the 
Games records in 48kg 
category snatch, clean 
and jerk and overall en 
route her gold-medal win-
ning performance, which 
fetched her a thunderous 
applause from the Aus-
tralian fans, who queued 
up to take her autograph 
after the medal ceremony. 
Chanu managed to lift 
196kg (86kg+110kg) in a 
remarkable effort.

"I was not expecting to 
break records but I certain-
ly wanted to break them 
when I came here. I can't 
put in words, how it feels 
right now," an exhausted 
but jubilant Chanu told 
PTI.

Earlier, Gururaja sur-
vived a few anxious mo-
ments after two failed at-
tempts in clean and jerk to 
claim a silver medal.

The 25-year-old son 
of a truck driver equalled 
his personal best of 249kg 
(111kg+138kg) to finish 
second in the event and 
ensure that India woke up 
to the news of a medal on 
the very first day of com-
petitions.

"After I failed the first 
two attempts, my coach 
reminded me how much 
my life depends on this. 
I remembered my family 
and my country," he said 
when asked what went 
through his mind in those 
nervy moments.

M Raja (62kg) was the 
third weightlifter in con-
tention today but he lost 
out to much superior com-
petition and finished sixth 
overall with a total effort of 
266kg (116kg+150kg).

Weightlifting was not 
the only reason why In-
dia could boast of a good 
opening day. The much-
hyped shuttlers also made 
a winning start to their 

campaign, defeating Sri 
Lanka and Pakistan 5-0 
respectively in the mixed 
team event matches.

Saina Nehwal, who was 
making headlines for her 
ferocity in getting Games 
Village accreditation for 
her father, brought quite 
a lot of it on court as well 
and dispatched her rival 
Madushika Beruelage in a 
mere 22 minutes.

She was later in ac-
tion against Pakistan as 
well and was her usual 
clinical self against Ma-
hoor Shahzad, claiming a 
straight-game triumph in 
26 minutes to ensure that 
India had a winning day to 
celebrate.

Veteran Manoj Kumar 
(69kg) was the lone boxer 
in action today and the 
2010 CWG gold-medallist 
hammered Nigeria's Osita 
Umeh to move into the 
pre-quarterfinals. The for-
mer Asian medallist won 
on a unanimous decision.

On the squash court, 
Dipika Pallikal and Joshna 
Chinnappa, who would be 
defending their women's 
doubles gold medal, made 
winning starts in their sin-
gles competitions.

While Pallikal got the 
better of Trinidad and To-
bago's Charlotte Knaggs, 
Chinnappa sailed past 
Papua and New Guinea 
Lynette Vai.

Liverpool, April 5 (IANS): 
English football giants Liv-
erpool defeated Manches-
ter City 3-0 in the first leg of 
their Champions League 
quarterfinal tie here, leav-
ing the Reds poised to re-
turn to Europe's final four 
for the first time in a de-
cade. Despite the hosts' su-
perior European pedigree 
- five titles to the Citizens' 
one - Liverpool were seen 
as slight underdogs, even 
though Liverpool coach 
Jürgen Klopp's six career 
victories over City boss Pep 
Guardiola make the Ger-
man unique among his 
peers, reports Efe.

In fact, Man City's only 
English Premier League 
(EPL) loss this season came 
at the hands of Klopp's 
team. And while City have 
already added the 2018 
EPL Cup to the trophy case 
at the Etihad and could 
seal the EPL title as early as 
this weekend's Manchester 
derby, Guardiola and his 
men have their sights set on 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, April 5 (EMN): The district 
level state games of the Special Olym-
pics Nagaland (SON) were held at the 
Old Showuba ground at Naga United 
Village on April 5.

Differently-able participants from 
various districts of Nagaland com-
peted in different sporting disciplines 
like athletics, bocce, badminton, and 
unified sports. 

The final games and closing cer-
emony will be held at the same venue 
on April 6 with the chief minister of 
Nagaland, Neiphiu Rio as the chief 
guest.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 5 (EMN): 
The second edition of the 
Kohima Football League 
(KFL) is all set to begin by 
the end of April at Kohima 
local ground. Till date sev-
en teams have registered 
for the KFL, organised by 
the Kohima Town Club. 

Slot is still open for 
teams to register and it is 
likely that one or two more 
teams may register for the 
league which will begin on 
April 25 (tentative). Eight 
teams participated in the 
first season of KFL; but 
three of them have backed 
out this year. 

All the top four team of 
last year’s edition will be 
making their appearance 
at the Khuochiezie again. 
The reigning champions 
Ziekezou Sporting Club, 
runners-up New Market 
FC, while third and fourth 
place winners United 16 
FC and Khriekesa FC along 
with Nagabazar FC have 
registered for the league. 
The two teams making 
their debuts are Sechü 
Zubza FC and Vanguard 
FC from Tseminyu.

Unlike the previous 
edition where the KFL was 
conducted in single round 
format, this year’s edition 
will be conducted as per 
the double round-robin 
system. This was informed 
by William Koso, a pio-
neering member of KTC 
who is currently associated 
with Aizawl FC as assistant 
coach.

Kevilebei Paphino, 
head of technical of KTC 
also informed that they 
(organisers) have en-
hanced the prize money to 
INR 1 lakh for the champi-

But Saurav Ghosal's 
shock 2-3 defeat to Jamai-
ca's Chris Binnie came as 
a massive shocker even 
though Harinder Pal Sand-
hu and Vikram Malhotra 
won their respective open-
ing matches.

"It's hard because this 
is the biggest thing for 
us squash players and I 
planned a lot over the last 
year and put in a lot of hard 
work. Obviously it hasn't 
worked out and it's some-
thing I have to live with for 
the rest of my life," the de-
jected world No.13 Ghosal 
said after the loss.

"It wasn't the best 
match to play from the 
first point. It was not the 
way I was taught to play 
squash. I guess you have 
to find a way whatever cir-
cumstances you are in, but 
I couldn't find that way to 
win," he added.

The table tennis play-
ers got past their initial 
hurdles rather easily with 
the women's team de-
feating Sri Lanka 3-0. The 
men's team blanked Trini-
dad and Tobago 3-0 before 
beating Northern Ireland 
by a similar margin.

Apart from Ghosal, the 
other major disappoint-
ment was the women's 
hockey team's stunning 
2-3 defeat against Wales in 
its lung-opener.

In the swimming pool, 
Virdhawal Khade qualified 
for the semifinals of the 
50m men's butterfly event 
but could not make the 
final, finishing 15th over-
all. Sajan Prakash failed to 
even make the semifinals 
in the same event.

The Indians were not 
much of a force on the cy-
cling track either, finishing 
sixth in the Women's Team 
Sprint, which ruled them 
out of medal contention. 
The men's team did even 
worse, finishing seventh in 
their competition.

reaching the Champions 
League semifinals.

The party got under 
way at Anfield just 12 min-
utes into Wednesday's 
match, when Mo Salah 
scored his 38th club goal 
of the season to put the 
Reds up 1-0. The goal came 

on a counter led by Ro-
berto Firmino. While City 
keeper Ederson made the 
initial stop against his Bra-
zilian countryman, Salah 
pounced on the loose ball 
before the defenders could 
react. Eight minutes later, 
Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain 

exploited another City de-
fensive lapse to blast the 
ball just inside Ederson's 
right post and make it 2-0. 
Sadio Mane got the third 
goal in the 31st minute, 
heading into an open net 
after a perfect cross from 
Salah. City were much 

improved after the break, 
largely thanks to some tac-
tical adjustments by Guar-
diola. The visitors kept the 
Reds pinned in their own 
half and the home side suf-
fered a setback when Salah 
left the field injured in the 
52nd minute.

Barcelona, April 5 (IANS): FC Barcelona 
look assured of advancing to the Cham-
pions League semifinals after inflicting a 
4-1 defeat on AS Roma in the first leg of 
the quarterfinal clash.

Though the Italian side were at least 
partly the architects of their own defeat, 
falling behind 2-0 on a pair of own goals 
here on Wednesday, reports Efe. The 
90,000-plus at Camp Nou rose to cheer 
Lionel Messi before the start of the 
contest to honour Barcelona superstar 
for his recent 100th goal in Champions 
League play.

But after the kickoff, the hosts strug-
gled to find their rhythm for the first half-
hour or so as the Roma defenders sought 
to put maximum pressure on Messi, 
Andres Iniesta and Sergio Busquets.

And while Barcelona goalkeeper 
Marc-Andre ter Stegen had little to do, 
the visitors made inroads and the home 
side were fortunate the referee didn't 
award a penalty in the 9th minute when 
Roma's Edin Dzeko went down in the 
box after a tussle with Nelson Semedo.

The opportunities grew more fre-
quent for Barcelona as the minutes 
passed and Ivan Rakitic's low shot after 
a corner seemed to be headed into the 
net until it bounced off the post. Later, 

Roma keeper Alisson had to make a stop 
on Luis Suarez.

In the 38th minute, Messi and Iniesta 
worked a give-and-go to nudge the ball 
into the box and defender Daniele De 
Rossi's clumsy attempt to clear sent 
the ball into his own net to make it 1-0 
for Barcelona. Diego Perotti could have 
equalised for Roma early in the second 
half, but his header went wide.

With the match approaching the 
hour mark, Roma again fell victim to bad 
luck, as Rakitic's ball across the front of 
the six-yard box took a triple deflection 
- hitting defender Kostas Manolas, Bar-
celona's Samuel Umtiti and Manolas a 
second time - before finding its way past 
Alisson to make it 2-0.

Two minutes later, the Barcelona 
advantage increased to 3-0 when Gerard 
Pique knocked in the rebound after Alis-
son made the initial stop on Suarez. With 
Barcelona hungry for more and Roma 
desperate to get an away goal, the match 
bust wide open and both teams created 
chances.

Dzeko put the visitors on the board 
with a strike in the 80th minute, only for 
Luis Suarez to end his 10-match Cham-
pions League scoring drought with a goal 
in the 87th minute.

ons and INR 70,000 for the 
runner-up. Last year, it was 
INR 80,000 and INR 50,000 
for the top two winners.

In 2017, the KTC Cup 
was also held right after 
the completion of the KFL. 
However, Paphino has 
confirmed that there will 
be no KTC Cup this year. 
Delighted with the suc-
cess of the first edition of 
KFL, Koso foresees that 
the KTC can contribute 
enormously in promoting 
football in Nagaland.

Last year, the KFL was 
played in August and Sep-
tember under wet con-

ditions; however, it has 
been rescheduled to April 
and May this year with the 
hope to finish the league 
before the monsoon.

“We want to do so 
many activities to promote 
football in the state, but it’s 
sad that we do not have 
single ground with proper 
facilities,” Koso said won-
dering on how Nagaland 
will catch up with the rest 
of the country.

Koso has also request-
ed football fans to come 
and witness the matches 
and extend support to the 
local footballers.

Of late, a good number of footballers from 
Nagaland have been playing in tournaments 
and leagues outside the state. This attempt 

by the soccer players is solely to make a career in 
football.

Even this year, Kivi Zhimomi, who currently plays 
for Gokulam Kerala Football Club (GKFC) as a striker 
made his debut in the I-League against Minerva 
Punjab FC at the EMS Stadium in Calicut on January 
6. The 22-year-old Zhimomi became the 4th person 
from Nagaland to play at India’s top tier league after 
Roko Angami, Kwethelhi Thopi and James Kithan.

We also have other Naga players like Visalie Me-
zhü, who plays for Churchill Brothers Sporting Club 
and Neithovilie Chalieu, a goalkeeper, who plays for 
Shillong Lajong Football Club. Though Chalieu is 
yet to make his debut in I-league, he has been in the 
team squad for I-League.

It comes as good news for Nagaland football as 
four Naga players were recently picked by different 
clubs to play in Chennai League.

The footballers who are currently playing for 
various clubs in the Chennai League are Lironthung 
Lotha, playing for Viva Chennai FC, Bemo Mozhui for 
Chennai FC, while Kevisalie Sechü and Lawing Bon-
ham are both playing for Reserve Bank Recreation 
Club FC, Chennai.

Once the Chennai League is over, it was informed 
that some of these players will be playing for different 
clubs taking part in the Kolkata League.


