
Grandchildren of late Yashitsungba Ao pay floral tributes during the 
funeral service on Wed. April 4 at the State Stadium in Dimapur.  
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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
"I'm not a middle man... I'm 
the only man... Nobody goes 

to my minister except through 
me..."

What is a soul? It's like 
electricity - we don't 

really know what it is, 
but it's a force that can 

light a room. 

~ Ray Charles
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 29° 16°
Agartala 35° 23°
Gangtok 22° 10°
Guwahati 32° 19°
Imphal 30° 14°

Itanagar 29° 16°
Shillong 20° 13°
Delhi 38° 24°
Kolkata 34° 25°
Chennai 34° 26°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 22.7° 11.6°
DIMAPUR 33° 19.5°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 72%
DIMAPUR NIL 93%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Smart City is no space age 
but repair work, says minister

In rich tributes, Yashitsungba Ao laid to rest

Treasure in NSMDC report 
points to gold, platinum in state

'Naga concordant' failed 
due to pride — FNR

Two strangers, one dream: Public library to become a reality

    

EntErtainmEnt SportS

Drake makes Billboard  
history | P10

Kohli, Pujara retain ICC  
Test spots |  P11

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 4 (EMN): There is a 
possibility of deposits of precious 
metals such as gold and platinum 
groups in southeast Nagaland i.e., 
Phek, Kiphire, and Tuensang be-
sides rich deposits of varieties of 
decorative and dimensional stones 
and other associated metals such 
as zinc and molybdenum.

This was stated in the annual 
administrative report of the Naga-
land State Mineral Development 
Corporation Ltd (NSMDC) for 
2017-18.

Nagaland is located in the ex-
treme east of the country sharing 
about 192 km international border 
with Myanmar. It is placed in a stra-
tegic location and richly endowed 
with a variety of minerals.

The main established mineral 
reserves as contained in report stat-
ed that petroleum and natural gas 
with an estimated reserve of 600 
million tonnes on the northwest 
along Nagaland-Assam border.

Coal with an inferred reserve 
of 317 million tonnes in the dis-
tricts of Tuensang, Mon, Wokha, 

Longleng and Mokokchung, an 
inferred reserve of 1000 million 
tonnes of limestone and marble 
and 5 million tonnes of proved 
reserve of magnetite with nickel, 
cobalt and chromium.

Hence, the government desires 
t exploit the rich minerals to en-
hance the economic status of the 
state with a view to uplift the living 
condition of the rural people where 
rich mineral deposits are available 
stated the report.

NSMDC works for the develop-
ment of minerals to open avenues 
for future generation and claimed 
that in places where its projects 
have taken root, at least road con-
nectivity has been established and 
other development activities are 
also being taken up.

The report further maintained 
that with the initiative of NSMDC, 
more than INR 70 crore (exclud-
ing state share) worth of work 
have been brought under different 
centrally sponsored schemes to 
facilitate mineral exploration and 
exploitation.
Decorative and dimensional stone 

plants 
These two plants were set up 

under NEC sponsorship during 
the Ninth Five Year Plan and during 
the Tenth Five Year Plan, additional 
requirements were revised costing 
INR 192.14 lakh where machiner-
ies were procured and the project 
completed during 2006-07.

The NSDMC proposed to up-
grade the two units by installing ad-
ditional machinery having a higher 
production capacity such as ‘Gang 
Saw’ and procuring additional 
mining machinery for quarry. The 
report stated that an amount of 
INR 370.00 lakh was provided dur-
ing 2014-17 under Negotiated Loan 
from HUDCO and under State Plan 
where the upgradation works are in 
progress.
Link roads to mineral deposits areas

Construction of three link roads 
to mineral deposit areas in Moke, 
Satuza and Nimi has already been 
approved by the ministry of De-
velopment of Northeast Region as 
part of the NLCPR at the approved 
cost of INR 2653.91 lakh. The re-
port stated that INR 2602.89 lakh 

(90%) by the ministry and 10% by 
the state's government had been 
released in three instalments so 
far, leaving a balance of INR 52.02 
lakh. While 80% of the work had 
been completed till date as claimed 
in the report, NSDMC stated that 
it had already applied for cost 
enhancement and approval was 
being awaited to complete the 
three roads.
Construction of bridges

The ministry has already ap-
proved two bridges across Tizu 
River (100M Span) and Chizute 
River (24M Span) in the Nimi-
Laluri mineral link road at the total 
approved cost of INR 2053.93 lakh 
as on Dec. 23 2010. 

The timeframe for completion 
of the project is 24 months from the 
date of issue of the sanction order.  
INR 2013.75 lakh (90%) by the min-
istry and10% by the state's govern-
ment have already been released 
in three instalments. The report 
stated further that an approved es-
calated amount of INR 2071.79 lakh 
of the state plan had been released 
in 2016-17 and 2017-18.

Dimapur, April 4 (EMN): The now-in-
hiatus Forum for Naga Reconciliation 
(FNR) has admitted that the principled 
but ignored "Naga Concordant"—the 
pact for reconciliation between the 
many Naga underground factions—
failed due to 'our' inability to admit own 
limitations. 

The forum issued a statement on 
Wednesday expressing sadness that 
the agreement of the groups had been 
anything but completed and fulfilled.     

The forum said to acknowledge God 
and to recognise all who supported the 
peace pacts. On August 16 2011, after a 
week of meetings in Dimapur, the Naga 
Concordant was signed.  

"The incomplete consummation of 
the Naga Concordant has had its due 
share of criticism from many quarters, 
including the general public. On the 
one hand, the concordant, and its 
enactment, have not been given a fair 
trial. A document, specifically of po-
litical nature, takes years to evolve even 
under the most optimum conditions," 
the forum stated. 

"However, the truth is that the Naga 
Concordant has not been fulfilled and, 
logically, we have not kept our com-
mitment to the Nagas. And, thus today, 
we remain in an unresolved state. We 

continue to suffer from the complex 
of being unable to admit to our limita-
tions, just as we continue to be too eas-
ily sedated by the past."

The pacifist platform pointed out 
here that while there have been chang-
es since the concordant, much more 
needs to be changed. "Our strength 
springs from the hope that is formed 
out of oneness – our solidarity and unity 
as a people. The FNR acknowledges and 
names this unfortunate reality, and we 
reaffirm our commitment to belong 
without borders." 

The organisation also stated to re-
commit themselves to the 'core mission 
of applied reconciliation' that would 
lead to a 'peaceful future of hope.' 

"As Nagas coming of age, let us find 
ways to affirm and appreciate others by 
casting out the demons of dismissive 
mindsets and by rejecting cynicism.  
For the moment, the pressure is from 
within, and not solely from without. 
Nothing less than a change driven by 
belonging and revisiting our commit-
ments will set us free," the statement 
added.

The FNR has urged the Naga leaders 
and the Naga public to reconnect and 
'tap into the vast potentials offered in 
the Naga concordant.'

nation

RS adjourns 11 times, including 
10 times in 180 minutes | P8

dream and vision was to 
provide all those facilities 
at our doorsteps and made 
it available to all walks of 
people and to those who 
could not afford to travel 
outside the state. He put all 
his energy to execute two 
projects-Zion hospital and 
research centre and Eden 
Medical Centre. These in-
stitutions I am confident 
will live longer after our 
memories of him,” Ao said. 

 Recounting a personal 
experience with his father, 
Ao recounted: 'When I 
started my profession as 
a government doctor in 
the government service 
my father had literally told 
me don’t bring your sal-
ary home, use your salary 
to help the poor and the 
needy and he assured me 
that he will take of all my 
needs and wants.’ 

 ‘From that day on-
wards I tried to do some 
social service for the needy 
people and the patients 
and during my accident 
and injury, some of it was 
exaggerated-maybe-out of 
proportions. But today is a 
good day and a good op-
portunity for me to clarify 
that it was not just me but 
it was my father behind me 
encouraging me to do the 
little service that I was able 
to deliver,’ he said. 

'My father faced a lot 
of critical circumstances 
and problems during his 
life and he had borne them 
with all calmness and for-
titude. During his last days 
despite his serious illness 

Esther Verma
Dimapur, April 4 (EMN):  A few 
years ago, a Dimapur citizen Su-
san Lotha and her father would 
sit and talk about anything and 
everything under the sun. Dur-
ing one of the conversations, he 
expressed a desire to see a beau-
tiful library set up in Dimapur 
where he and his “pensioner 
friends” can go and read books 
to spend their time. 

After his passing in April 
2015, Susan Lotha often thought 
about her conversation about 
the library and the discussion 
she had with her father. “It was 
always at the back of my mind,” 
she recalled. 

Saying that a public library 
in the district was most impor-
tant but as much neglected, 
Lotha emphasised how impor-
tant it was to bring the society 
together, considering Dimapur 
was Nagaland's commercial 
hub. 

During the month of June 
2017, Lotha came across a post 
on a social networking site from 
one Imtisunep Longchar, pro-
posing the idea of having a 
library in Dimapur. She wasted 
no time in commenting and 
contacted him whom she had 
never spoken to before. “I had 
never spoken or met imtisunep 
in my life,” exclaimed Susan. 
They met for the first time on 
Aug. 11 2017 and that’s where 
the initiative was conceived. 

The whole concept was sim-
ple: set up a place where not 
just the young but the retired, 
aged, and tje differently-able 
also can spend a productive 
time reading. That there is a lot 
of intellectual retired persons in 
Nagaland too, Lotha explained, 
“A safe place to sit and read was 
the need of the hour.”

The next step was to form 
a team that understood the 
concept. After approaching 

several people, 11 responded 
positively and in just two days 
of meeting one another, Lotha 
and Longchar formed the core 
team that led to the ‘Dimapur 
public library.’

In order to understand what 
people thought of the idea of a 
“public library” the team de-
cided to conduct a survey of 
100 people from different pro-
fessions and backgrounds. 63 
people responded supportively. 

With a drive to bring posi-
tive changes, the team wrote 
to the Dimapur administration 
on Sept. 4 2017. “We wanted to 
seek his assistance and explore 
the possibility of any govern-
ment office space lying vacant 
which could be leased out or 
preferably free for a certain 
period of years,” Lotha recalled. 
The deputy commissioner then 
was believed to have given an 
optimistic response. Unfortu-
nately his transfer was declared 

and the plan could not be taken 
farther.

According to the founding 
members of the library, proper 
collective laws and rules are not 
present in Nagaland. “There is 
no library legislation act in Na-
galand, it would be good if the 
government could propose for 
that under the art and culture 
department” they alluded add-
ing that once this act is enforced, 
transparency is maintained 
along with audit and recording.

“The reading culture is 
diminishing in the State and 
young people are wasting away” 
said Susan then adding that 
having a library not just for 
reading but also provide a place 
of recreational activities and 
promoting a “reading culture for 
all age groups, creating aware-
ness of art and culture and 
providing easy accessibility of 
educational materials for the 
community.” 

It was after many months 
that the team finally found a 
place at the Industrial Estate, at 
the Firing Range junction. It was 
with a monthly rent of INR 3200 
a month and security of INR 
20,000. Donations started com-
ing in from friends and family. 
It is believed that some have 
even taken a pledge for a year 
to donate INR 200 every month 
to help run the establishment. 
“We wanted that there should 
be easy access to the library for 
people with disabilities so we 
made sure it was located on the 
ground floor for which we build 
a ramp,” Lotha said.

“Friends of the members 
from outside the state like Ban-
galore, Delhi and Goa have been 
big donors of cash and books 
apart from local donors like 
Heritage Publishing House and 
other writers and young peo-
ple,” Susan said implying that all 
who donated were people who 

understood the concept and 
importance of reading.

Apart from being a single 
mother, Susan Lotha is a trained 
counsellor and currently work-
ing as a member for the Juvenile 
Justice Board of Dimapur. Imtis-
unep Longchar is the proprietor 
of a shopping website from 
Nagaland, ilandlo.

There are three types of cash 
donations: A one-time dona-
tion, a six-month pledge, and a 
one-year pledge. Also, all used 
and unused books may be do-
nated. Membership fee for stu-
dents with Identity card is INR 
100 and for the public, INR 300. 
It shall have to be renewed after 
a year. For the differently-able 
and children under 10 years of 
age, membership is stated to 
be free.

The library is scheduled 
for inauguration around mid-
April at Tongpok villa, Industrial 
Estate. 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, April 4 
(EMN): Do not expect that 
the Smart City project will 
transform Kohima into 
a ‘hi-fi city’ overnight, a 
minister has said amid 
expectations that the city-
rejuvenation  undertaking 
just might bring in unprec-
edented developmental 
revolution.

The project is simply 
to improve existing infra-
structure to make it more 
efficient, minister for Ur-
ban Development & Mu-
nicipal Affairs Metsubo 
Jamir said on Wed.

The minister was ad-
dressing a group of media 
persons after a thanks-
giving programme at his 
residence in Mokokchung 
town.

According to Jamir, 
the project is not a drastic 
change conduit but for 
improvement of traffic 
efficiency, landscaping 
and efficient use of roads, 
water supply, sanitation, 
electricity etc. The govern-
ment of India is provid-
ing the funds to improve 
amenities and facilities, 
the minister said.

The minister disclosed 
that the funding for the 
Kohima Smart City project 
was arranged in the shar-
ing ratio 50:50 between 
the centre and the Na-
galand government. He 
said that the centre's share 
had been received but the 
state's share was 'yet to be 
received.' Nonetheless, 

he said that the Kohima 
project had already begun. 
His department is trying to 
revamp parking lot areas 
in the state's capital for 
more parking space and to 
remove the traffic conges-
tion, Jamir said.

On the controversial 
Nagaland Municipal Act, 
the Municipal Affairs min-
ister informed that the 
legislation was currently 
being revised. Because the 
municipal election was 
not conducted, he said. 
the state was losing a lot 
of development privileges 
and opportunities.   

Further, the minister 
asserted that the fund 
meant for urban develop-
ment would be used only 
for the urban areas even 
though the land belongs 
to particular villages, in 
the Nagaland context. Dif-
ferentiating jurisdiction is 
very important for smooth 
implementation of pro-
grammes in both the rural 
and urban areas, he said.

“Developmental fund 
for rural development is 
mean for urbanization 
and not to remain as a vil-
lage forever,” the former 
govt. officer assured. In 
development terms, he 
said, most of the villages 
in the state have facilities 
such as electricity, health-
care, education institutes, 
roads etc. The only prob-
lem is to stop migration 
to the urban areas to im-
prove the rural economy, 
Jamir said.

which left him ailing in 
bed for about a month he 
never complained and he 
always displayed a positive 
outlook.'

The advisor for Infor-
mation and Public Re-
lations Toshi Wuntung, 
a son-in-law of Yashit-
sungba Ao, recalled his 
father-in-law as a person 
who respected his cul-
ture. ‘He honourably gave 
me the worthy hands of 
his daughter who is the 
youngest in the family. My 
late father-in-law or Y Ao... 
(was) respectfully known 
for his golden hands was 
indeed a living gem and a 
star beyond comparison in 
many ways.’ 

“Honestly I find no 
befitting words to truly 
describe his goodness and 
endurance. He will always 
be remembered fondly 
as a best friend, as a loyal 

friend, most trusted unfail-
ing father, friend and a true 
friend beyond compari-
son. He was an outstand-
ing teacher, a guide and 
a down to earth visionary 
with an utmost simplicity 
and sweet humility in his 
heart, always ever ready to 
extend help to the others,” 
Wungtung said. 

“We shall always re-
member him as tireless 
who many a times knew 
neither night nor day or 
distance. Nothing stopped 
him or kept him away from 
the challenging works he 
had to endure. He stood 
firm and strong and main-
tained his standards and 
discipline in what he be-
lieved and committed till 
his also breathe”.

Paying tribute on be-
half of Zion Hospital was 
Dr. Daili Athikho who 
said, “We have come to 

pay respect to an incredi-
ble individual who has not 
only been a role model to 
those around him but also 
an inspiration exemplify-
ing dignity, honesty and 
nobility through all his 
works.” 

‘Uncle Yashi as we all 
address him was the main 
promoter and pillar of our 
institution. I must con-
fess today that without 
him and his contribution 
Zion hospital would not 
have been established. 
Our association with him 
stretches over last 15 years. 
Though he had less knowl-
edge in the field of health 
care setup he was always 
ready to accept any sug-
gestion from our side and 
always had solution to any 
problems.’ 

'We pledge today be-
fore you all that we will 
emulate his principle of 
hard work, honesty and 
simplicity and rededicate 
the single goal he had in 
life how to excel and serve. 
Zion Hospital will try our 
best to fulfil all his un-
finished dreams to serve 
humanity,' Athikho added. 

Speaking on behalf of 
Eden Medical Centre, Dr.  
Moatoshi remembered 
Yashitsungba Ao as a fa-
therly figure who was a 
genuinely kind person 
and a source of encour-
agement. “Almost every 
day he would come for 
his rounds in the hospital 
and although he did not 
know each one of us by 
our names, whenever he 

would see any of us in the 
corridor he would stop 
looks at us with a smiling 
face and wait for a few sec-
onds waiting for us to ask 
or say something to him,” 
the doctor recalled.  

‘I’ve worked at differ-
ent hospitals under dif-
ferent ownership but I’ve 
never come across such 
a beautiful human being 
who cared so much for 
their employees.  He en-
couraged me to come back 
to Nagaland and work for 
our people. I feel a sense 
of pride working under his 
ownership and I’m sure 
people who have worked 
under him or for him feel 
the same way,’ he said. 

After a successful stint 
at Zion hospital he wanted 
to do something for cancer 
patients who have had to 
go out of the state for treat-
ment. Therefore he came 
with the idea of compre-
hensive cancer care cen-
tre in the state. That was 
how Eden Medical Centre 
started, he recalled. 

“No doubt he was a 
businessman—a very suc-
cessful businessman. But 
his vision and the way he 
contributed for our people 
was immense. In Naga-
land we see a lot of rich 
businessman but very few 
of his kind. He cared so 
much for the sick hence 
he has to his credit Zion 
Hospital and Eden Medi-
cal Centre. I believe he has 
taken a very bold step in 
setting up these two cen-
tres,” Dr. Moatoshi said. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, April 4: Mourn-
ers and well-wishers on 
Wed. April  4 converged 
at the state stadium in Di-
mapur to pay tributes to 
the late Yashitsungba Ao, 
a businessman and phi-
lanthropist who passed 
away at the age of 90 years 
on April 3 at Eden Medical 
Centre in Dimapur. 

A son of Ao, Dr. Maong-
wati Ao, remembered his 
father who displayed a 
talent for adaptability. 
“He mentored to become 
a government contrac-
tor and executed many 
projects successfully with 
satisfaction. In the later 
years he concentrated 
his efforts in the medical 
field,” Dr. Ao said of his 
father in a condolence 
message. 

“As we all know our 
state was lacking in so 
many medical facilities 
and our people had to go 
outside of the state spend-
ing so much money to 
avail treatments and his 
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Nagalite centres to set up in 
govt. polytechnics institution 

Zeliangrong dismayed over NSCN (IM) 
‘unilateral’ decision; Demands revocation 

Dept. of Economics and 
Statistics welcome new advisor

Voluntary group conducts free medical camp in Dimapur Save Education Campaign: 
Nagaland extends support 

More condolences pour 
in for Yashitsungba Ao

Assam Rifles apprehends 
NSCN (R) cadre with arms

New commissioner-
secretary takes charge

temjen Imna Along with Directorate of Technical Education and Jaganlite India Pvt.Ltd. officials during 
the signing of MOU  in Kohima on April 4. 

Pictured are the arms and ammunition that the Assam Rifles informed to have seized from a number of 
persons, which included a minor and an underground activist.

L Khumo Khiam speaking during the programme in Kohima

Medical personnel examining the patients during a medical camp in Dimapur.

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 24.4 16.4 14.5 65 NIL

ZBT 19.5 12.1 16.6 87 NIL

MON 33 16.4 16.3 89 NIL

TUENSANG 19.4 12.4 9.7 58 3

MKG 26.3 12.5 7.5 34 NIL

PHEK 26.4 10 12.1 69 NIL

KIPHIRE - - - - -

SECHÜ ZUBZA 27 17 12.2 42 1

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 27 17 19.9 76 NIL

JALUKIE 35 23 23.1 100 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 32.4 22.4 16.7 53 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Peren teacher’s meet 
All Nagaland School Teachers’ Association (ANSTA) Peren unit 
has informed all the teachers that the general meeting and 
election of new office bearers would be conducted on April 
24 at 11 am at Jalukie Town Hall. All the schools have been 
requested to send three delegates each for the meeting.

District elmentary teachers convene meet
The Diploma in Elementary Teacher Education (D.El.Ed) 
of 2014-2016 batches from all districts has informed on 
Wednesday that they would convene a meeting on April 12 
at 10 am at Govt. Higher Secondary School at Half Nagarjan 
in Dimapur. The meeting has been convened with regard 
to the pending of D.El.Ed mark sheets. For queries contact 
8787513732 / 9856230537.

DPDB Tsg. meeting
The office of the District Planning Machinery Cell has 
informed on Wednesday that the Tuensang District Planning 
and Development Board monthly meeting would be held 
on April 11 at 11 am at Deputy Commissioner conference 
hall in Tuensang. All members were requested to attend the 
meeting.

State taekwondo meet in July  
The Nagaland Taekwondo Association (NTA) has informed 
on Wednesday that the 31st edition of the state taekwondo 
championship would take place at the early part of July. The 
NTA informed that district taekwondo association that are 
willing to host the event are directed to confirm with NTA 
before May 31. The association further informed all the 
district taekwondo associations to gear up and prepare for 
the event.

DEO informs on teacher’s award
The office of the District Education Officer (DEO) Dimapur 
has informed on Wednesday that the forms for the teacher’s 
award for district award, state award, and National ICT Award 
would be issued for all the principals, head masters, and head 
teachers of both government and private schools under DEO 
Dimapur. ‘Financial assistance’ for the teachers will be issued 
during office hours. All the concerned schools are asked to 
collect if there are any deserving teachers. The DEO further 
informed that the last date of submission will be on or before 
April 20.

LFHSS to commemorate National Science Day 
The establishment of the District Education Officer has 
informed that it would be hosting a lecture on science at 10:30 
am. According to a press release from the district education 
officer, the event is part of the commemoration of National 
Science Day. 

Mkg. DPDB meeting
The District Planning Development Board of Mokokchung 
has informed on Wednesday that the monthly meeting of 
the board would be conducted on April 7 from 11 am in the 
conference hall of the additional deputy commissioner for 
planning in Mokokchung. All the members of the board of 
Mokokchung are requested to attend the meeting.

Lotha Hoho Wokha to felicitate its MLAs 
The Lotha Hoho, Wokha will be conducting a felicitation 
programme for its newly appointed Members of Legislative 
Assembly (MLAs) at the Wokha Town Hall on April 11 at 12 
noon. The hoho members, unit representatives, and frontal 
Lotha organisations were informed to attend.

NEWS IN BRIEF

specifications which are 
of huge demand in the 
market, it was informed.

 As per MOU, a short 
term training courses 
shall be conducted for lo-
cal youth, with an aim for 
entrepreneurship-cum-
skill development on the 
line of the enterprise.

It was also agreed that 
the course fees of the 
training program shall be 
shared between JIPL and 
DTE in the ratio of 80:20 
respectively and revenue 
sharing between the two 
parties shall be in the ratio 
of 85:15. However, it was 
stated that the cost of set-
ting up and functioning of 
centre shall be borne by 
JIPL only.

Dimapur, April 4 (EMN): 
The Zeliangrong people 
have expressed dismay 
over the ‘unilateral deci-
sion’ of the NSCN (IM) 
Tatar Hoho to trifurcate 
and separately recognise 
the Zeliangrong tribe into 
three different /distinct 
tribes namely Le, Zeme 
Liangmai and Rongmei.

It also demanded for 
revocation of the group’s 
‘arbitrary decision’ on or 
before April 30 in the in-
terest of the Zeliangrong 
tribe and in the larger 
interest of Naga people 
in general. 

A press statement ap-
pended by presidents of 
All Zeliangrong Students’ 
Union, Zeliangrong Youth 
Front, and Zeliangrong 
Baudi (AMN), stated that 
the decision taken with-
out the prior consent of 
the Zeliangrong people 
was ‘completely contra-
dictory to Zeliangrong 
tribe as it was recognised 
by the Naga nation in all 
platforms.’ 

A public consultative 

meeting was necessitated 
on April 3 at Zeliangrong 
Baudi hall in Jalukie, fol-
lowing the NSCN (IM) 
Tatar Hoho ‘arbitrary de-
cision’ which claimed to 
have decided on March 
23 during their Tatar 
Hoho session at Hebron 
Camp in Peren.

While expressing its 
resentment over the de-
cision, the house also 
made a declaration that 
‘the history of Zelian-
grong people having 
common ancestry which 
is bound by indestruct-
ible bond of blood rela-
tionship shall uphold to 
sustain and to remain as 
one people, one vision 
and one voice.’ 

The Zeliangrong stat-
ed that collective political 
future of the Zeliangrong 
people should not be dis-
turbed / sabotaged by 
any other forces from 
within and without. 

 “The executive or-
der issued by his excel-
lency (L) Isaak Chishi 
Swu, the then Yaruiwo of 

NSCN/GPRN dated June 
30 2011 stating ‘Zelian-
grong should remain in-
take’ should be upheld,” 
it stated. 

Also, it was stated that 
‘the resolution of the Ze-
liangrong co-ordinat-
ing committee meeting 
adopted at Hotel Sarama-
ti, Dimapur on April 1 is 
regretted and denounced 
by the Zeliangrong peo-
ple.’ 

It was stated that the 
declarations were made 
in the common inter-
est and aspiration of the 
people, to safeguard and 
protect the political fu-
ture of the Zeliangrong 
people in particular and 
Nagas in general.

T h e  c o n s u l t a t i v e 
meeting also said to have 
resolved and reaffirmed 
to fully support the on-
going Naga Peace proc-
ess and the Framework 
Agreement signed on Au-
gust 3 2015 between the 
Government of India and 
NSCN/GPRN (IM) for a 
peaceful early solution. 

Dimapur, April 4 (EMN): 
The department of Eco-
nomics and Statistics con-
ducted a felicitation for 
its new advisor L Khumo 
Khiam on April 4 at the 
department conference 
hall in Kohima. A press 
note from the department 
of Information and Public 
Relation was received on 
Wednesday. 

Addressing direc-
tors and staffs, Khiam 
mentioned that the de-
partment is an impor-
tant functionary of the 
State. Assuring to work 
with his best of ability 
and strengthen the de-
partment, he called upon 
cooperation among the 
staffs.

Elaborating on the 

Dimapur, April 4 (EMN): Assam Rifles 
troops have apprehended an NSCN (R) 
cadre along with three civilians who were 
allegedly in illegal possession of arms 
and ammunition, in Longleng on April 
1. A press release informing about the 
incident was received from the Inspec-
tor General of Assam Rifles (north) on 
Monday.

According to the press release the 
Mokokchung Battalion of Assam Rifles 
conducted an operation along with a po-
lice representative based on specific in-
formation in the general area of Longleng.

The apprehended persons were iden-
tified as self-styled “corporal” Mankub 
Phom, age 39 years; Taushong Phom, age 
43 years; and another individual, a minor 
aged 17 years; and Phamugee Phom, age 
34, the updates stated.

Nine muskets; a 12 bore, one .22 
rifle with magazine, a .22 pistol with 
magazine; ten live rounds of AK-47; 12 live 
rounds of 12 bore, 46 live rounds for .22, 
27 live rounds of 7.35mm; 50 gms of gun 
powder; brown sugar, and opium worth 
INR 1, 15, 000; INR 30, 742 in cash; and 13 
bottles of liquor were confiscated. 

Dimapur, April 4 (EMN): The 
All Nagaland Private Schools’ 
Association (ANPSA) en-
dorsed the National Inde-
pendent Private (Perform-
ing) Schools’ Alliance (NISA) 
‘Save Education Campaign,’ 
‘Shiksha Bachao Abhiyan,’ to 
be held on April 7  to sensitise 
the Govt. of India and the 
prime minister of India re-
garding the current problems 
faced by private schools all 
over the country.

A press release issued by 
ANPSA president, Bithungo 
Kikon and general secretary, 
Nini Sekhose informed that 
NISA is an alliance of inde-
pendent budget private (Per-
forming) schools. About sixty 
thousand schools all over the 
country are affiliated to NISA 
including ANPSA. 

NISA will be presenting 
a charter of demands to the 
prime minister on April 7 at 
Delhi for saving education in 
the country, it infomed.
Some of the demands are:-
Fund students not schools: 
Government funding in 
education to take a new 
approach in which unit of 
funds allocation and spend-
ing is a “Child” centered and 
not “Schools” centered ap-
proach. NISA demands that 
each parent be empowered 
with Rs. 2500/- per child per 
month to meet the schooling 
expenses of their children. 
Funding of Students should 
be done under Direct Benefit 
Transfer system where the 
funding should not be routed 
through institutions like the 
Education Department or 
Schools. With this DBT fund-
ing parents are empowered 
to choose the school of their 
choice. Currently, govern-
ment while making budgets 
calculates costs per child, 
but while allocating and 
spending budgets, funds are 
routed through institutions 
such as Education Depart-
ment, Schools. If Govern-
ment funding in education 
takes this new approach, in 

addition to bringing more 
accountability and transpar-
ency in expenditure, it will 
also engender healthy com-
petition between different 
schools to attract and retain 
more students. Net outcome 
of the competition is im-
proved quality of education.
Autonomy to schools: There 
is constant threat to auton-
omy of schools in terms of 
timing, fees, teacher salaries, 
curriculum, infrastructure 
facilities etc. One of the main 
problems with lack of au-
tonomy is lack of motivation, 
restricted scope for innova-
tion and limited incentives 
for teachers and principals 
to perform. It is important 
that schools retain greater 
decision making powers and 
control over resources such 
as school finances to be able 
to innovate and improve 
their schools and classrooms 
respectively.

The all important deci-
sion to detain or not detain 
a child should also be left to 
the schools based on various 
factors and not mandated by 
the Government.
Governance model: Cur-
rently Government plays the 
role of Regulator, Financier 
and deliverer or provider of 
Education all at the same 
time. Some of the key chal-
lenges with this structure are 
a) Lack of independent and 
neutral monitoring of Gov-
ernment and Private Schools 
b) favorable treatment to the 
government schools, c) lack 
of accountability in financ-
ing education. It is important 
that these three roles are 
separated and handled by 
separate entities.
Safety concerns: The safety 
and security of all students, 
teachers, management and 
school premises to be en-
sured.

Stakeholders are request-
ed to participate in the cam-
paign at Delhi a for the Right 
to Education of Choice in 
India.

Dimapur, April 4 (EMN): 
Anenla S Longchari, IAS 
has taken over the charge 
of the Office of Commis-
sioner-Secretary to the 
Government of Nagaland 
with effect from January 
1. All official correspond-
ences may henceforth be 

addressed to her in the 
address mentioned.

Anenla S Longchari, 
IAS Commissioner-Sec-
retary to the Govt. of Na-
galand Youth Resources & 
Sports Department, Na-
galand Civil Secretariat. 
Kohima 797004.

-secretary, Higher and 
Technical Education, Del-
lirose M Sakhrie were also 

present.
The initial production 

of Nagalite centre will be 

LED bulb, street lights 
and other led and solar 
products as per BIS / BEE 

Dimapur, April 4 (EMN): 
A voluntary organisa-
tion Seva Bharati, in Na-
galand organised a free 
medical camp in spon-
sorship with Hindu Yuva 
Sanga on April 3 at Gov-
ernment Primary School 
at K Sachu Colony in 
Dimapur. The camp 

was conducted based 
on the theme “Swasth 
rahe hum sab, Swachh 
rahe hum sab” (Hindi 
meaning for ‘clean India 
we are healthy’), a press 
release from the organi-
sation was received here 
on Wednesday.

The Seva Bharati 

group is a voluntary or-
ganisation established 
in the year 2001 with 
an objective to give im-
mediate relief and re-
habilitate the victims of 
natural calamities, and 
road accidents among 
others. 

According to the 

press release, as many as 
172 patients were given 
free health check-up. 
In addition, medicines 
were also provided to 
the patients.

The doctor in-charge 
of the medical camp 
was Dr. Manubhai Patel, 
the release informed.

Dimapur, April  4 (EMN): A 
number of individuals and organi-
sations had conveyed condolenc-
es at the demise of Yashitsungba 
Ao who passed away on April 3 in 
Dimapur.
Governor: The Nagaland Gov-
ernor PB Acharya has expressed 
sadness at the demise of Yashit-
sungba Ao. 

In a condolence message re-
ceived on Wednesday the Gover-
nor stated that Ao’s contribution 
for the welfare of people will be 
remembered by all. 

The life story of Yashitsungba 
Ao has inspired many young 
budding entrepreneurs of the 
State. His philanthropic activities 
are commendable, the Governor 
added. 

The Governor conveyed his 
heartfelt condolence to the be-

reaved family members and 
prayed to the almighty to grant 
strength and solace to overcome 
the grief. 
BJP Minority Morcha: The Bhar-
ata Janata Party (BJP) Minority 
Morcha has mourned at the de-
mise of Yashitsungba Ao. 

In a condolence message 
from the BJP Minority Morcha 
on Wednesday it mentioned that 
Ao demise is a great loss for the 
people of Nagaland. The par-
ty expressed condolence to the 
bereaved family members and 
prayed to the almighty God for 
departed soul to rest in peace.
DCCI: The Dimapur Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry has 
expressed sadness at the sudden 
demise of Yashitsungba Ao.

The message received from the 
DCCI on Wednesday stated that, 

Ao has been a role model for all 
the forthcoming entrepreneurs. 

The Industry expressed con-
dolence to the bereaved family 
and prayed to the almighty God 
for the departed soul to rest in 
peace.
ENPO: The people of Eastern 
Nagaland Peoples’ Organisation 
had sympathizes at the demise of 
Yashitsüngba Ao. 

The condolence message from 
the organization on Wednesday 
stated that Nagas has lost a great 
leader. Ao was a fine gentleman 
who had inspired many people 
around the world to see beyond 
the barriers that divide humanity.

Besides, The Dimapur Ao La-
nur Telongjem, Dimapur District 
Citizens Forum, Muslim Council 
Dimapur had also conveyed their 
condolences.

Dimapur, April 4 (EMN): 
The Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) for 
setting up of ‘Nagalite’ 
centre in all the govern-
ment polytechnics in the 
state was signed on April 
4 between Directorate 
of Technical Education, 
Government of Naga-
land, Kohima and Jagan-
lite India Pvt. Ltd (JIPL). 
This was informed in a 
press release received on 
Wednesday from the au-
thority. 

The department was 
represented by Director 
Technical Education Ar-
jun Singh. Minister for 
Higher and Technical 
Education, Temjen Imna 
Along and commissioner 

work ethics that requires 
to be followed, Khiam 
expressed that the depart-

ment should be an exam-
ple to the rest ̀ of the other 
departments in the State. 
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Aoleang festival being celebrated at Mon town local ground on 
April 4.

EM Images
Resource persons and delegates on the concluding day of the training at the Mission Center Impur on 
April 4.

Dimapur, April 4 (EMN): The 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) has 
lashed out against right wing 
naysayer and sectarian online 
publication Swarajyamag for 
making ‘outrageous’ and ‘un-
substantiated claims’ portray-
ing the church, and bureaucrats 
and the NPF as having funded 
a banned underground group. 
The NPF issued a statement on 
Thursday. 

The party said that the ar-
ticle quoted unnamed officials 
of the National Investigation 
Agency as having found that the 
NPF leader TR Zeliang was “per-
sonally involved” in what the 
author said “collection of taxes 
on behalf of the NSCN.” The 
statement is ‘simply intolerable’ 

because the author attempted 
to ‘charge-sheet an innocent 
even before investigations are 
concluded,’ the opposition 
stated. 

Besides, the NPF stated, the 
author claimed alleged close 
links of Zeliang to the NSCN 
which it stated “was the reason 
behind the BJP breaking its alli-
ance with the NPF and joining 
hands with the NDPP, which 
only goes to show the ignorance 
of the author about the political 
ground realities in Nagaland in 
the run up to the elections in 
February 27 last.” 

The opposition called ‘most 
loathsome and reprehensible’ 
the author and the news portal 
making a ‘clumsy attempt’ to 

‘polarize the society and na-
tion on cultural and religious 
lines by casting aspersions on 
the churches in Nagaland as 
involved in collecting taxes for 
proscribed outfits and pocket-
ing hefty amounts for evange-
lization.’ 

“This is a ridiculous allega-
tion and would have been most 
amusing if not for the gravity of 
the claim. This is as absurd as to 
claim that all tribals are insur-
gents; all Muslims are terrorists; 
all Hindus are right-wing funda-
mentalists,” the party reminded. 

The opposition was of the 
opinion that the author would 
do well by doing some research 
on the active role of the church 
in Nagaland to bring together 

the various groups to the negoti-
ating table with the government 
of India. Besides, it should do so 
about the efforts of the church 
all these decades to bring peace 
and normalcy in these parts of 
the country, the party stated.

The statement had a word 
for the portal: “And for the infor-
mation of the author – he obvi-
ously requires a lot of informa-
tion about Nagaland – the Naga 
People’s Front has the motto of 
Fide Non Armis (Latin for ‘by 
faith, not by arms’) and as enun-
ciated by the motto, the party 
is wedded to the principles of 
non violence and has affirmed 
that it shall strive for resolution 
of all conflicts through peaceful 
means.’

Dimapur, April 4 (EMN): The state cap-
ital of Kohima has been enlisted on the 
assessment of liveability index and rate 
cities as one amongst 117 cities across 
India. This was informed the Informa-
tion Cell, Secretariat on Wednesday.

A state orientation workshop held 
on April 4 on assessment of liveability 
indices in Chief Secretary’s conference 
hall in Kohima, with attendance of 21 
line departments and stakeholders 
under the chairmanship of Chief Sec-
retary Temjen Toy.

The chief secretary in his key note 
address in inaugural session said ‘live-
ability standards index’ is a mission 
and a project which basically is to im-
prove the liveability of a particular city 
in the event of the Ministry of Housing 
and Urban Affairs (MoHUA), Govern-
ment of India.

 It is a mission for citizen comfort-
able life, he added. 

Stating that GOI decided to quantify 
117 cities over the country undertaking 
this exercise into liveability index, Toy 
urged the heads of the departments for 
coordination towards the fulfillment of 
the mission. 

The state would be going to have 
planning and called upon the attention 
of all line Departments and stakehold-
ers subsequently, he informed.

Secretary of Urban department, 
Motsuthung who delivered the wel-
come address informed that depart-
ments have to nominate a nodal officer 
each to coordinate with the Urban De-
velopment department immediately 
as the time line left is 12 days adding 
that the web portal will be closed after 
April 16. 

Remarking that the state was a little 

Our correspondent
Mokokchung, April 4 
(EMN): To provide detox 
therapy and counselling 
to alcoholic and drugs 
addicts, Ao Baptist Arogo 
Mungdang (ABAM) social 
concern committee con-
ducted a three-day train-
ing programme at the 
Mission Center, Impur 
from April 2 to 4th.

The resource person 
for the programme are 
Imlisungkum Jamir, an 
alcoholic alumnus; Moat-
emsu Jamir, a freelance 
addiction counsellor and 
Kilangwati  Imsong, resi-
dential counsellor from 
Grace Rehabilitation 

Home, Tuli. 
The three-day train-

ing clinic saw the par-
ticipation of 70 delegates 
from 37 churches includ-
ing pastors, associate pas-
tors (Women), education 
directors, deacons and 
social concern commit-
tee member from the lo-
cal churches.

During an interac-
tion, resource persons 
and organisers said the 
ABAM resolved a resolu-
tion on 2011 to eradicated 
alcoholism and drugs ad-
diction by 2021. As part of 
the resolution, they said 
the social concern com-
mittee under the wing of 

Dimapur, April 4 (EMN): The Konyak tribe celebrat-
ed Aoleang Monyu festival on April 4 at local ground 
in Mon, with the advisor of DUDA, N Bongkhao Kon-
yak as chief guest and deputy commissioner of Mon, 
Thavaseelan K as guest of honour. A DPRO report 
updated about the event on Wednesday.

Speaking on the occasion, Bongkhao urged 
the people to work together for civil societies and 
reminded young intellectuals to find a path for pre-
serving the lost rich traditions and cultures. 

The chief guest called on the student leaders to 
advocate the importance of education among the far 
flung villages and serve the community with utmost 
allegiance. He urged the youths about proper utiliza-
tion of technology while advocating not letting the 
rich diverse culture and tradition become a mere 
history. He appealed to the young minds to embrace 
culture with pride wherever they go. 

Maintaining that the strength and power of a 
community lies not in the geographical areas but in 
unity, he called called upon the people to be more 
united to face challenges and hurdles that may come 
on the way. 

Guest of honor, Thavaseelan K, IAS, DC Mon also 
called upon the citizens of Mon to rededicate oneself 
for the progress of the festival. 

Legislators EE Pangteang, C L John, Y M Yol-
low, Eshak Konyak, and ENPO president were also 
present at the event.

NPF lashes out at sectarian 
news portal for slur 

Kohima among 117 cities enlisted 
for liveability assessment

Konyaks celebrate 
Aoleang festival 

ABAM pushes to eradicate alcohol, drugs addiction

OFFICE OF THE

“FACTA NON VERBA”

14th Southern Angami-I Assembly Constituency
Kohima Region: Nagaland

National Democratic Progressive Party

We like to convey our sincere gratitude to the Hon'ble 
Chief Minister Shri. Neiphiu Rio, the PDA Government 
and the August members of the 13th NLA on bestowing 
their faith and trust upon Shri. VIKHO-O YHOSHÜ who 
has been elected as Speaker of the House, assigned to 
safeguard and deliver the democratic values to our people.

May the good Lord the Almighty continue to anchor 
you well in all your future endeavours.

 THOLEZO PAPHINO JACOB MERA
 President General Secretary

K-1621

behind the schedule particularly due to the state assembly 
election, however, he requested all the stakeholders and 
departments to give due emphasis on the activities of the 
mission.

Nodal officer for Northeast, Dr. Natashori K gave a 
presentation on the overview of the liveability index, data 
entry portal progress monitoring dash board, key timeline 
and milestones and role of the coordinators. She further 
emphasised on the composition of the cities, under-
standing the stakeholders’ responsibilities, formulation 
of comprehensive city plan/master plan thereby serving 
as a concrete plan in achieving erstwhile sustainable de-
velopment goals.

ABAM has been initiating various activities.
They asserted that ‘the training was very 

successful as they could now see the various 
roots of addictions from a boarder spectrum 
and also an eye opener for the churches to 
deal with addictions.’

In this regard, they appealed ‘the church-
es to come down the pulpit ministry and 
engaged with the addicts and slashed down 
this social menace from the society.

The resource persons opined that the 
church has a bigger role to play as the facilita-
tor in implementing active detox camps and 
medical facilities to cut down the demand 
chain of alcohol in the state.
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Agartala, April 4 (IANS): External 
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj 
will meet the Chief Ministers of 
all northeastern states on May 4 
to discuss trade, connectivity and 
other issues vis-a-vis neighbour-
ing countries, an official said on 
Wednesday.

“Tripura Chief Minister Biplab 
Kumar Deb was told about the 
proposed meeting when he met 

her in New Delhi on Tuesday,” the 
Tripura official said.

He said the Chief Minister 
sought administrative and infra-
structural steps to further boost 
trade and connectivity with Bang-
ladesh and other neighbouring 
countries.

“Bangladesh Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina had called up Deb 
in the past and discussed various 

issues, including possibility of 
improving trade and connectivity 
between northeastern states and 
Bangladesh,” the official added.

India’s eight northeastern 
states are home to 45.58 million 
people (2011 Census) and share 
the country’s border with China, 
Myanmar, Bhutan, Bangladesh 
and Nepal. Some of the states 
have trade ties with some of these 

countries, especially Bangladesh, 
Myanmar and Bhutan.

The Tripura Chief Minister’s 
also met Union Minister Nitin 
Gadkari, who asked Inland Water 
Ways Authority of India (IWWAI) 
officials to revise the detailed 
project report to develop wa-
terways to link with Bangladesh 
through Gomati and Hawrah riv-
ers, the official said.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, April 4 (EMN): 
The state forest depart-
ment in collaboration with 
the villagers have taken 
up a new initiative to con-
serve the state bird Mrs. 
Hume’s Pheasant popu-
larly known as Nongin 
in local dialect in Ukhrul 
district.

Principal chief con-
servator of forests Kereil-
houvi Angami of the for-
est department formally 
dedicated the foundation 
stone of the ‘Conserva-
tion Breeding Centre of 
the State Bird – Nongin’ 
at Shirui village, about 
100km north east of Im-
phal on April 3.

T h e  He a d m a n  o f 
Shirui village, local Pas-
tor, Chief Conservator of 
Forest (CAMPA), H Braja-
mani Sharma, Chief Con-
servator of Forest (wild-
life), Anurag Bajpai, Chief 
Conservator of Forest (ad-
ministration and plan-
ning), Soreiphy Vashum, 
Divisional Forest Officer 
(Ukhrul), Shanngam, As-

sistant Conservator of For-
est (wildlife), W Romabai, 
members of Shirui Stu-
dents’ body attended the 
event.

 “The idea is to estab-
lish a breeding centre in 
the forest area of the vil-
lage with the support of 
the villagers considering 
the report of reducing its 
global population,” Divi-
sional Forest Officer (wild-
life) Arun RS said while 
citing that “Nongin is one 
of the most difficult spe-
cies to breed because of 
its nature.”

So steps are on for the 
development of around 
four enclosures in the 
proposed conservation 
breeding centre and the 
department is hopeful 
that the villagers can take 
the benefit out of conser-
vation initiatives and the 
eco-tourism in view of the 
annual Shirui Lily festival, 
the officer added.

The breeding season 
of this greyish brown or 
purple head, with chest-
nut brown plumage state 

bird is between February 
to July and it is reported 
from many parts of Ukhrul 
district which borders with 
Nagaland’s Phek district 
Myanmar’s Saigang divi-
sion. But so far there is no 
official census of the state 
bird.

RK Birjit, state coor-
dinator of Indian Bird 
Conservation Network 
said that Nongin is widely 
found in Ukhrul district. 
“Earlier we’ve spotted 
them mostly in Jessami 
areas and other villages,” 
Birjit said when contact-
ed.

Mention can be made 
that two gentlemen GA 
Shimray and M Vaca of 
Shirui donated 6 hec-
tares of land for this noble 
cause. 

Even though Nongin 
is a state bird, the visibility 
of the bird is very rare in 
the valley as it confines 
to its habited sites in hills. 
Currently there is only a 
pair of Nongin in the state 
zoological garden at Ir-
oishemba near Imphal.

Guwahati, April 4 (PTI): Assam government today 
said it would introduce a stringent anti-rape law in 
the next session of the state Assembly, and recruit 
women sub-inspectors through a special drive to 
fulfil the aim of 30 per cent women in the police 
force.

“Please give me all your suggestions in writing. 
We will discuss these with legal experts to frame a 
stringent law against rape. We will place the bill in 
the next Assembly session,” Chief Minister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal said in the House.

Taking part in a Zero Hour discussion in the As-
sembly, he said rising cases of rapes were of serious 
concern.

“It is a big challenge and we all must work to-
gether.

Swami Vivekananda had said that unless wom-
en are safe, the society cannot be safe. Such miscre-
ants cannot be allowed to stay in the society... The 
people of the state want a strict law and exemplary 
punishment in such crimes,” Sonowal said.

Talking about women in the police force, he said 
that at present, the number of women are less in 
number compared to men.

“We have decided to have 30 per cent women 
in the police. We will have a special drive to re-
cruit women sub-inspectors to achieve this goal,” 
Sonowal said.

He said the state government has arrested al-
most all the culprits behind recent rape cases, asked 
police to prepare error-free chargesheets to convict 
the guilty, set up fast trcak courts for day-to-day 
hearings, formed a women’s cell at the DGP office 
and rolled out a toll-free helpline for women.

Earlier, in a special gesture, Speaker Hitendra 
Nath Goswami allowed only women members 
to speak on the issue, and unanimously they 
demanded provision of death penalty in the anti-
rape law that the state government proposed to 
bring in.

“The recent gang rape of a minor girl and her 
killing by burning her alive shook the entire state. 
Rapes are happening serially in the state and it is ris-
ing in Assam. Why is happening and why is it rising? 
The culprits have no age, caste, religion, language,” 
BJP MLA Angoorlata Deka said.

Because of the loopholes in the current laws, the 
accused persons get free easily and commit such 
crimes again, she said.

Congress MLA Nandia Das cited government 
data to highlight that crime against women in As-
sam are on the rise over the last two years, while the 
rate of conviction is low.

“Out of the 3,009 rapes that took place in in the 
last two years, only 1,786 persons have been ar-
rested. Out of which, a mere 76 were punished after 
filing chargesheets against 1,697 accused,” Das said.

BPF Kamali Basumatary said, “We are forced 
to think that women are not safe in India. We have 
laws, but still culprits get free. So, is the public 
punishment solution? Handover the culprits to 
women...,”.

Congress MLAs Ajanta Neog and Roselina 
Tirkey demanded death penalty for rape accused, 
while AGP legislator Renupoma Rajkhowa spoke 
about strengthening the Women’s Commission in 
the state.

As there is no women MLA from AIUDF, MLA 
Aminul Islam spoke on behalf of his party and 
requested the chief minister to have provision of 
death sentence in the anti-rape law. 

The entire issue was raised and discussed in the 
backdrop of the March 23 gang rape and killing of a 
minor girl at Dhaniabheti Lalung Gaon in Nagaon 
district.

Guwahati, April 4 (PTI): The opposition 
Congress and the AIUDF today staged 
a walkout from the Assembly in protest 
after the Congress’ suggestion was not 
accepted in the Assam Forest Regula-
tion (Amendment) Bill, 2018, which 
was passed by reclassifying bamboo 
as grass.

The Bill, which was taken for con-
sideration in Assam Assembly, sought to 
change the definition of bamboo from 
tree to grass in order to help farmers grow 
and sell it without legal hardship.

Congress MLA Sherman Ali Ahmed 
suggested that the change of definition 
should be specified for bamboos grown 

in non-forest land only.
Forest Minister Pramila Rani Brahma 

also said the same but refused to accept 
it to be included in the amendment of 
the Bill.

Speaker Hitendra Nath Goswami then 
proceeded to pass the Bill, on which the 
Congress members shouted slogans like 
“save the forests” and staged a walkout 
along with AIUDF members.

Reacting to this, Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Chandra Mohan Patowary said 
the Congress is anti-farmer, anti-industry 
and anti-employment generation initia-
tives. 

The House then passed the Bill.

Guwahati, April 4 (PTI): The 
sand mafia tried to kill the 
officer-in-charge of Chayg-
aon police station for mak-
ing an effort to stop their 
activities in South Kam-
rup area, Congress MLA 
Rekibuddin Ahmed said in 
the Assam Assembly today.

Yesterday night, the 
Officer-in-Charge (OC) of 
Chaygaon police station 
Bhaskar Mallah (Patowary) 
chased a sand truck after 
getting an information and 
after that he was followed 
by a vehicle, Ahmed said in 
Assembly during a special 
mention.

“Fortunately, a police 
team reached the spot and 
intercepted the vehicle,” 
Ahmed said.

The vehicle was about to 
hit the Chaygaon OC with 
an intention to kill him, but 
he escaped unhurt, he said.

“Had the police team 
from Bijaynagor not reached 
on time, Bhaskar Mallah 
would not have been alive 
today,” Ahmed said in the 
House.

“A serious nexus is going 
on between sand mafia and 
administrators. They are 
running a parallel adminis-
tration,” he added.

Reacting to the Con-
gress MLA’s statement in 
the Assembly, Assam Envi-
ronment & Forest Minister 
Pramila Rani Brahma said 
that such attacks on police 
officials used to take place 
a lot earlier, but have come 
down, since the BJP-led gov-
ernment came to power in 
the state. “Such things have 
not been taking place for 
one day, but happening for 
a longtime. Trying to kill the 
OC is serious matter. A joint 
effort is needed to eliminate 
such dacoits,” the Assem-
bly Speaker, Hitendra Nath 
Goswami, said.

Guwahati, April 4 (PTI): To check the men-
ace of child labour, Assam Labour Minister 
Pallab Lochan Das today suggested in the 
Assembly that affidavits of candidates in 
elections should mention whether he or she 
had employed any child labour.

Das also announced that his Labour and 
Employment Department will make it man-
datory for contractors to furnish an under-
taking before any work in the department 
that no child labour would be engaged.

“Can we give an undertaking in our 
poll affidavits that there is no child labour 
in our homes? I think we all can give that. 
If we make it a provision that all officials, 
contractors, businessmen give such under-

takings, the problem of child labour can be 
minimised,” Das said.

He said most of child labour are engaged 
in educated and affluent families as domes-
tic help.

All the MLAs and the officials can declare 
that there is no child labour at their homes 
and that way the practice of child labour 
could be ended, the minister said.

He also appealed to various residential 
societies to declare that no child labour is 
engaged in their flats.

Raising the issue in the House, BJP MLA 
Gurujyoti Das claimed that 99,511 child 
labours were there in the state as per 2011 
census.

New Delhi, April 4 (PTI): The Press Coun-
cil of India has sought a report from the 
Arunachal Pradesh government over 
reported summoning of the editor and 
publisher of an English daily regarding a 
complaint filed by a BJP leader.

A statement issued by the PCI said 
a case was registered against the news-
paper on the direction of metropolitan 
magistrate, Itanagar, following the 
complaint filed by the BJP state general 
secretary.

The release, however, failed to speci-
fy the reason for filling the case or name 
the complainant.

“PCI chairman has noted with con-
cern reports of summoning the editor 
and publisher of ‘Dawnlit Post’ by the 
Itanagar Police in Arunachal Pradesh...
Taking suo-moto cognisance of the 
matter, a report on the facts of the case 
has been called along with a written 
reply from the government of Arunachal 
Pradesh,” the statement added.

Dimapur, April 4 (EMN): In what 
is claimed to be the first in Indian 
Railways, the NF Railway has started 
the training of Assistant Loco Pilots 
(ALP) on simulator in application of 
emergency brakes. This was stated 
in a press release issued by the NF 
Railways Maligaon on April 5. 

It stated that the loco pilots and 
ALP are responsible for the safe run-

ning of trains, where every pilot has a 
specified role to play. 

The mechanical engineers of 
Diesel Shed, Siliguri is said to have 
designed the simulator in which a 
total of 1143 assistant loco pilots in N 
F Railway from which 1043 numbers 
have already been trained.

This special training has led to 
boosting self confidence and self 

belief in ALP and in bringing a feeling 
of individual worth and importance 
which leads to improved working, the 
release stated.

It is said to be mentioned that a 
large number of accidents have been 
occurred because of human error in 
the past. Signal Passing at Danger 
(SPAD) is one such reason for many 
accidents. 

Dimapur, April 4 (EMN): 
The Changlang battalion 
of security forces appre-
hended one individual 
who was identified to be 
an over ground worker of 
NSCN at Lalpahar village.
A press release from the 
Press Information Bureau 
(PIB) on Wednesday stated 
that the security forces 
under DAO division has 
been carrying out exten-
sive operations in south 
Arunachal Pradesh to keep 
the area out of the clutches 
of insurgents.
 According to the press 
release, the Changlang 
battalion of security forces 
undertook an operation 
on the night of April 3. The 
press release informed 
that one over ground 
worker of NSCN indenti-
fied as Limham Jugli, who 
had been a resident of Pa-
harpur village in Tinsukia 
district was apprehended 
along with one .22 pistol 
and five roundsof  live am-
munition. 
The PIB further informed 
that, during the interroga-
tion it was found out that 
the over ground worker 
had been actively sup-
porting the banned outfit, 
threatening locals and car-
rying out extortion for the 
group.

Aizawl, April 4 (PTI): Altogether 103 
Hmar People’s Convention (Demo-
cratic) militants will be brought 
here from the Mizoram-Manipur 
border town of Zilkhawchhuah by 
state police on Saturday next, an 
official said today.

State additional secretary for 
home Lalbiakzama told PTI that 
the HPC(D) cadres were sched-
uled to be transported from the 
border from today, but the state 
government was forced to defer the 
exercise due to extreme bad road 
condition in the border area.

He said that the HPC(D) cadres 
would lay down their weapons on 
April 12. The state government and 
the HPC(D) had signed an agree-
ment on Monday last to bring last-
ing peace in the north eastern part 
of the state adjoining Manipur and 
to bring amicable and lasting solu-
tion to the Hmar imbroglio.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, April 4 (EMN): 
With an aim towards mak-
ing Karbi Anglong clean, a 
meeting was convened by 
the Deputy commissioner 
of Karbi Anglong Mridul 
Kr. Gogoi along-with vari-
ous departmental officials 
at Diphu Circuit house on 
April 4 Wednesday. 

After a thorough dis-
cussion among various 
department officials, 
it was decided that the 
cleanliness drives would 
be held on April 8 in 
around Diphu town from 
9-11 am.

During the meeting, 
DC Gogoi said that the use 
of plastic bag should not 
be encouraged  among 

the public and that one 
has to put in a sense of 
cleanliness mind as for 
the development of the 
region there should be 
a sense of co-operation 
among the people.

Town and country 
planning officer, Reuben 
Ronghang said, ‘our na-
ture has to change, our 
mental mindset should 
be set up from the very 
beginning towards clean 
and tidy living then only 
there our town can wit-
ness a cleaner environ-
ment.’ 

He also highlighted 
the various cleanliness 
drives organised by vari-
ous organsations of Karbi 
Anglong in the past. 

Guwahati, April 4 (PTI): The Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT), Guwahati, has retained the 
seventh position among the top engineering 
institutions of the country in the HRD initiated 
NIRF 2018.

The Institute was placed 12th in the overall 
ranking, according to a release issued by it 
today.

“We are 7th in engineering in the country. 
Our performances in Engineering and Sciences 
are good. In order to move forward we require 
to work more on inter-disciplinary emerging 
areas”, IIT (G) Director Gautam Biswas said.

There is a need to minimise the gap between 
Science and Engineering so that “we can go up 
in the ‘Overall Category’ too. For that we require 
to pay more attention in some related areas 
pertaining to management sciences,” he said.

“The culture of management and soft skills 
enhances employment and entrepreneurial 
scopes for the students. Such parameters help 
in advancing the overall rank of the Institute,” 
the director added. The evaluation of the Na-
tional Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) 
2018 was released yesterday.

Dimapur, April  4 (EMN): 
The general manager of 
Northeast Frontier Rail-
way, Sanjive Roy met the 
Chief minister of Assam 
Sarbananda Sonowal at 
his office chamber on 
April 3. 

A press release from 
the NF Railways Mali-

gaon issued on April 4 
mentioned that during 
the meeting, the gen-
eral manager apprised 
the chief minister about 
various ongoing devel-
opment works being un-
dertaken by N F Railway 
in Assam and Northeast 
region.

Shillong, April 4 (PTI): 
Thousands river snakes 
and fish, all dead, were 
found floating in the Ran-
ikor river in Meghalaya’s 
South West Khasi Hills 
district, officials said to-
day.

The state government, 
as a result, has launched 
an official probe into the 
incident, the officials said.

District Deputy Com-
missioner Isawanda La-
loo told PTI that the su-
perintendent of fisheries 
and the Meghalaya State 
Pollution Control Board 
are conducting separate 
investigations and reports 
will be submitted soon.

Food safety officers 
were also deployed at vil-
lages close to the river to 
make sure that the villag-

ers do not consume the 
dead fish, she said.

The Khasi Students 
Union, has alleged that 
the exploratory drilling 
for uranium in the hin-
terlands, on the upstream 
of the river, is the reason 
behind the incident, an 
official said.

The death of fish and 
snakes, in large num-
bers, have created a panic 
among residents also, the 
official added.

Dead fish and snakes 
floating in the Ranikor 
river have been happen-
ing since 2012 and multi-
ple probes carried out by 
the government always 
ruled out that the fish and 
snakes were killed due to 
exploratory drilling for 
uranium, the official said.
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/91/2018-II     Dated Kohima, the 28th March, 2018OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. VIZALENU HIBO W/O LT. HOLKHE ANGAMI, Pensioner 
resident of Dzüvürü Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession 
Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/
withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late husband-Pension P.O. No. PEN/
M/S/NL/S/25778 of Treasury, Kohima (South). Bank A/C No.20087176973 
SBI Lerie Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 12/01/2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2430

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/85/2017-IV           Dated Kohima, the 4th Jan, 2018OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. HENDAHANGLIE W/O LT. PUILUNGBE, Pensioner 
resident of Poilwa Namchi Village, Peren has applied for issue of 
Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to 
draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late husband-Pension P.O. No. 
NL/S/17370 of Treasury, Kohima (North). Bank A/C No.34414944685 SBI 
Main Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 22/11/2017.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2431

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/91/2018-II        Dated Kohima, the 28th March, 2018OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. LHOVILI W/O LT. AVITO SEMA, Pensioner resident of 
Nagabazar Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate 
under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/
operate/transfer his/her Late husband-Pension P.O. No.111506250 of 
Treasury, Kohima (South). Bank A/C No.20064293298 SBI Lerie Branch, 
Kohima. Who expired on 20/01/2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2432

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
N0.JUDL/SUCC/91/2018-II      Dated Kohima, the 28th March, 2018OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. LHOUCHUKHONUO W/O LT. MEDO ANGAMI, 
Pensioner resident of Daklane Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of 
Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to 
draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late husband-Pension P.O. No. 
NL/3713 of Treasury, Kohima (North). Bank A/C No.08990110016831 
U.C.O Bank, Kohima. Who expired on 18/12/2017.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2433

Doctor of Ministry (DMin.) In Leadership Development
A JOINT PROGRAM OF

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF THEOLGY, DIMAPUR & EAST ASIA 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, KOREA

Accredited to Asia Theological Association (ATA-Pacific)

1. DOCTOR OF MINISTRY (DMin.) two years non-residential 
program in Leadership Development. This course is 
designed for those who are already in the ministry. 
However, students are required four weeks each residential 
module classes in Korea and Dimapur in an academic year. 

2. Master of Theology (Th.M.) two Years residential 
programs in Christian Apologetics/Theology, Pastoral 
Theology and Christian Counseling. 

Contact for details
H/No.5-(2) B Darogapathar, Dimapur

Email: pthiumai@yahoo.co.in
Phone No. +917005544575

Website: baptistgstm.org   D-5209

A-TO-Z COMPUTER CENTRE
BASIC, DIPLOMA, DTP,C, C++. JAVA ETC

Special Offer Examination Appeared Students 
Well equipped Lab* Wi-Fi facilities* Experienced Faculties

Uninterrupted Power Backup, Crash Courses are also available

Offering

Above Vijaya Bank 
(Near Holy Cross School Main Gate)

Dimapur.8413818198

Dhobinala Police Point 
Dimapur* Nagaland 

Ph: 9612167501

D
P

-3
70

COMPUTER  ACADEMY
(Near SBI Bazar Branch) Dhobinala, Dimapur

Ph: 03862-235365, 8787456867

Weekly 5 days class, Experienced Faculties* Well equipped Lab
*Authorised Training Centre *Power Back Up

Special offer for HSLC, HSSLC & Degree appeared students

BASIC  ,   DCA  ,   DTP  ,    C  ,   C++  ,   JAVA  ,   PGDCA

D
P

-3
71

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We express our heartfelt gratitude to all who have 

rendered timely help and services - physically, financially, 
materially, love and prayer during the unfortunate tragic 
death of our beloved late PEZANO MOR.

We deeply regret our inability to mention each and 
every individual who stood with us during our grief 
but it is our prayer that God bless each and everyone 
abundantly.

Loving Children, Family Members & Relatives.

Our special thanks to:

1. Village Council Khonoma.
2. Baptist Church Khonoma.
3. Catholic Church Khonoma.
4. Sechü Zubza Police Station.
5. North Police Station Kohima.
6. Officers & Staffs of Kohima District 

Administration.
7. DEF Kohima.
8. MO & Attendants under CMO Kohima.
9. WAWO.
10. KCYA.
11. KBTK.
12. Jotsoma Youth Organization.
13. Mezoma Welfare Organization.
14. Kiruphema Bawe Council.
15. Dzüleke Thenupfüko.
16. Khwüma Khel, Jotsoma.
17. Chathe Prayer Centre.
18. Khonoma Baptistpfüko Krotho, Kohima.
19. Rhakhwünomia Khel, Kiruphema.
20. Chalietsumia Pfü
21. Mor Üpfüko.
22. Avengers Club.
23. Nourhe Krotho.

K-1620

Christian Institute of Health Sciences  
& Research (Referral Hospital)

Dimapur, Nagaland.

Dr. James Jawharlal (Orthopaedics Spinal Surgeon) Former Prof. 
and HOD in Orthopaedic PIMS, Pondicherry will be available for 
consultation from 9th-14th April 2018. 

Kindly register with Front desk / Reception: 03862-242555, 
Mobile: 8974036093 
Between 9 AM to 4 PM                                

Visiting Consultant

DP-372

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 03.04.18

NOTICE
NO.M-51/18/138       Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti. Sudiheing -Vrs- Pausuingaulung Liegise resident of 
Zeliangrong Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have 
applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 03/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Sudiheing
Village/Block No: 7, Patta No: 638
Dag No: 678, Area: 00B-01K-11Ls

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5211

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 03.04.18

NOTICE
NO.M-50/18/137  Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti. Namleu -Vrs- Francis Liegise resident of Zeliangrong 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 
50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 03/05/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Namleu
Village/Block No: 7, Patta No: 642
Dag No: 682, Area: 00B-01K-17Ls

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-5212

AFFIDAVITRegd. No. 8361/18 Date: 04/04/2018

I, Miss. Vilokali H. Achumi, daughter of Mr. Hokiye Achumi, resident of H/No.416, 
Full -Nagarjan, Opp. Power Grid. Dist. Dimapur- Nagaland do hereby solemnly affirm 
and declares as under: 

1. That I am known as Miss. Vilokali H. Achumi, daughter of Mr. Hokiye Achumi 
and a resident of the above mentioned address. 

2. That in some of my documents, my name has been recorded as Vilokali 
Achumi instead of Vilokali H. Achumi.

3. That this Affidavit is sworn for making correction of my name before the 
competent authority. 

4. That henceforth, I shall be known as Miss. Vilokali H. Achumi, daughter of Mr. 
Hokiye Achumi,  resident of H/No.416, Full -Nagarjan, Opp Power Grid. Dist. 
Dimapur- Nagaland for all official purposes.

I further declare that the statements made by me herein above are true to the best 
of my knowledge and nothing has been concealed herein.
Sworn before me on this 4th day of April 2018  

IMLIAKUM
Notary public D-5214

ASSAM RIFLES PUBLIC SCHOOL, 
TUENSANG 

Requires Principal along with teachers for Nursery, 
Primary & Secondary Classes in Assam Rifles Public 
School, Tuensang.

Aspirants to forward application along with resume to 
ashstuensang2011@gmail.comor directly to school. 
Contact – 8789680194 & 9774295952

Qualification. 
PRT, TGT for teachers.
PG/BEd with five years teaching experience for Principal.
Salary.
Teachers - Rs 10,000/- + incentives
Principal - Rs 13,000/-

D-5213

D-5210
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-2

42
9

5BUSINESS
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Thursday, April 5, 2018

12 lakh customers in India shifted to BSNL in 2017-18

Govt. banks wrote off INR 
2.42 lakh cr NPAs in 3 years

Nokia 8 Sirocco 
to disrupt 
premium 
smartphone 
segment in India

New Delhi, April 4 (IANS): 
To create ripples in the 
premium smartphone 
market in India, Finnish 
company HMD Global on 
Wednesday unveiled its 
flagship Nokia 8 Sirocco, 
along with two other mid-
segment devices Nokia 6 
and Nokia 7 plus that run 
Android One -- the un-
modified Android operat-
ing system (OS).

HMD Global that has 
the license to sell Nokia-
branded smartphones 
also announced the 
launch of Nokia “Mobile 
Shop” -- its own online 
shop for all Nokia hand-
sets and accessories in 
India. 

Made out of a single 
block of stainless steel, 
the premium Nokia 8 Si-
rocco will be available for 
Rs 49,999 while Nokia 7 
Plus is priced at Rs 25,999. 

Pre-booking of both the 
devices will start from 
April 20.

Highlighting the im-
portance of Indian market 
for Nokia, Pekka Rantala, 
Chief Marketing Officer, 
HMD Global, said: “We 
are truly running a world-
wide business now. We are 
serious about consumers 
in India, including those 
using feature phones.

“Nokia become the 
number one feature 
phone player in terms of 
value in past one year,” 
Rantala added.

The third device, No-
kia 6 (2018), will be avail-
able for Rs 16,999 and 
consumers can buy the 
devices from April 6. 

“Being part of the An-
droid One family, these 
Nokia smartphones fur-
ther emphasize our strong 
commitment to pure, secure and 

up-
t o - d a t e 
Android,” said 
Pranav Shroff, Director, 
Global Portfolio Strategy 
and Planning, HMD Glo-
bal.

Nokia 8 Sirocco has 
premium features like en-
hanced Dual-Sight, ZEISS 
optics and tuned acous-
tics with Nokia spatial 
audio.

Available in black col-
our, Nokia 8 Sirocco has 
dual rear sensors. 

The wide-angle pri-
mary camera claims to 
deliver impressive low-
light performance and a 
secondary 13MP sensor 
has 2x optical zoom.

Nokia 7 plus has dual 
rear sensors with ZEISS 
optics, 12MP wide-angle 
primary camera and a 

secondary 13MP cam-
era that delivers 2x opti-

cal zoom.
Nokia 7 plus is backed 

by Qualcomm Snapdrag-
on 660 mobile platform. 

Nokia 6 has 2.5D dis-
play with damage-resist-
ant Corning Gorilla Glass. 
It is powered by Qual-
comm Snapdragon 630 
mobile platform.

HMD Global also an-
nounced the launch of 
“Nokia Phones Shop” -- 
an online platform for all 
Nokia devices and acces-
sories in the country.

“Today, we are taking 
the next significant step 
forward with the launch 
of three new Nokia An-
droid smartphones. In 
2018, we will continue to 
strengthen our presence 
in the country,” said Ajey 
Mehta, Vice President In-
dia, HMD Global.

Kolkata, April 4 (IANS): Twelve 
lakh customers throughout the 
country opted for portability from 
other networks to state-owned 
BSNL in the last financial year, a 
top company official said here on 
Wednesday.

“BSNL’s revenue collection has 
been better than other network 
providers in the last fiscal, al-
though a general trend of 10-20 per 
cent decline in revenue collection 
has been observed in the mobile 
industry,” Chief General Manager 
of Calcutta Telephones S.P. Tripathi 
said at a media meet here.

The company has also fared 
well in fulfilling target for sale of 
SIM cards and promptly attending 

to complaints from customers.
“Across the country, 12 lakh 

customers have opted for portabil-
ity from other networks to BSNL in 
the last financial year (2017-18),” 
Tripathi said.

He said that BSNL-Calcutta Tel-
ephones had launched a new fam-
ily broadband combo plan where 
three pre-paid mobile connections 
with unlimited calls to any net-
work in India and data facility for a 
monthly charge of Rs. 1,199 would 
be offered to family members on 
the recommendation of the sub-
scriber. The download speed will 
be 10 mbps till 40 GB and 2 mbps 
after that in this unlimited plan, 
which, Tripathi hoped, would be 

popular and give a big push to 
BSNL’s business.

Giving details of various pack-
ages for landline connection, Tri-
pathi mentioned that Sunday and 
night time free calling facility to 
BSNL network would be an added 
feature of landline connections in 
various plans.

He said installation fees had 
been waived off for new landline, 
broadband and FTTH connec-
tions.

The public sector undertaking 
plans to provide only high-speed 
Fibre-to-the-Home (FTTH) con-
nections, which is a feature of 
smart cities, in New Town area on 
the northeast fringes of the city.

New Delhi, April 4 (IANS): State-run 
banks have written off nearly Rs 2.42 
lakh crore worth of non-performing as-
sets (NPAs), or bad loans, between April 
2014 and September 2017, Parliament 
was told on Wednesday.

Minister of State of Finance Shiv 
Pratap Shukla told the Rajya Sabha in a 
written reply that writing off is a regular 
exercise undertaken by banks to clean 
up their balance sheets and achieve 
taxation efficiency.

“As per Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

data on global operations, public sec-
tor banks have written off (including 
compromise) an amount of Rs 2,41,911 
crore from financial year 2014-15 till 
September 2017. “Borrowers of such 
written-off loans continue to be liable 
for repayment,” the Minister said.

Shukla also said that recovery of 
dues is an ongoing activity under the le-
gal mechanism, including the Securiti-
sation and Reconstruction of Financial 
Assets (SARFAESI) Act and debt recov-
ery tribunals (DRTs).
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Fires, Blackouts 
and Unpaid Bills

Y
et another fire at the Nagarjan power sub-sta-
tion in Dimapur resulting in blackout in the 
Dimapur district for nearly 17 hours. Power 
supply stations always carry the risk of short 

circuits resulting in fire but the frequency of the fire at 
the biggest sub-station in the state has become ques-
tionable. Not only Dimapur district but many neigh-
bouring districts get their power supply through the 
Nagarjan sub-station. Earlier in November 2017 there 
was another fire at the same sub-station that damaged 
a transformer and rendered many parts of state with-
out power supply for some days. It is a cliché that the 
power department does not receive enough fund for 
maintenance and there is acute shortage of manpower 
too. The much talked about Restructured Accelerated 
Power Development and Reforms Programme (RAP-
DRP) is yet to show results in the state. The Aggregate 
Technical & Commercial(AT&C) losses in the state is 
still high. The department had earlier in 2017 stated 
that the state has around 2.6 lakh consumers with a 
daily demand of around 145 MW. The department 
has officially stated earlier that it could not even meet 
120 MW of power. At present the demand would have 
reached around 155-160 MW. With a stringent funding 
pattern from the centre and a state where consumers 
fail to pay bills, the department was further pinched 
by the earlier state government’s grandiose so-called 
austerity measures. The power department received 
one of the lowest ratio of money compared to the re-
quired amount in the last few years.  Only INR 7.11 Cr. 
was allocated in the last annual which was stated to be 
just 5% of the required amount. On the poor recovery 
of power bills the department made some startling dis-
closures last year. The list of unpaid electricity bills by 
public offices and government undertakings amount-
ing to a tune of 9.55 crore was released by the depart-
ment. In another instance the department disclosed 
that around INR 31.5 crore was outstanding from the 
Chumukedima area that has around 7000 consumers. 
It also released the list of those villages and urban areas 
that has single point metres with outstanding running 
into a few crore. It was in 2013 that the Anti-Power Theft 
Mobile Squad was launched in the state to curb power 
thefts and tampering with power networks. However 
the present scenario indicates that it is not power theft 
of the usual kind but blatant audacious non-payment 
of power bills, although it is also just another kind of 
theft. In his recent budget speech in the assembly,  the 
Chief Minister had stated that the total loss of revenue 
on account of power during the 13th Finance Com-
mission was INR 963.34 cr. and INR 1100 cr. during the 
14th Finance Commission. During 2017-18 the loss of 
revenue in power was INR 309. 97 cr. and the projected 
loss during 2018-19 is INR 318 cr. Although the budget 
allocation for maintenance has been increased by more 
than 35% as compared to 2017-18, a complete overhaul 
of the department is in dire need. More stringent meas-
ures for the recovery of unpaid bills with proper en-
forcement has to be implemented. There is no dearth 
of any law related to power supply issues in the country, 
it is the implementation and enforcement where the 
agencies fail. 

 Arun Kumar Das | IANS
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A representational image of Amur leopard (wikimedia)

God’s counsel is trustworthy and wise.

As human beings, we are prone to seek out informa-
tion that supports the opinions we hold. Research 
shows that we’re actually twice as likely to look 

for information that supports our position. When we’re 
deeply committed to our own way of thinking, we avoid 
having that thinking challenged by opposing positions.

Such was the case in King Ahab’s rule over Israel. 
When he and Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, discussed 
whether to go to war against Ramoth Gilead, Ahab gath-
ered 400 prophets—men he’d appointed to that role 
himself and would therefore tell him what he wanted to 
hear—to help them decide. Each replied he should go, 
saying “God will give it into the king’s hand” (2 Chroni-
cles 18:5). Jehoshaphat asked whether there was a 
prophet who had been chosen by God through whom 
they could inquire of the Lord. Ahab responded reluc-
tantly because God’s prophet, Micaiah, “never proph-
esies anything good about [him], but always bad” (v. 7). 
Indeed, Micaiah indicated they wouldn’t be victorious, 
and the people would be “scattered on the hills” (v. 16).

In reading their story, I see how I too tend to avoid 
wise advice if it isn’t what I want to hear. In Ahab’s case, 
the result of listening to his “yes men”—400 prophets—
was disastrous (v. 34). May we be willing to seek and 
listen to the voice of truth, God’s words in the Bible, even 
when it contradicts our personal preferences.

Lord, help me to seek and heed Your counsel even 
when it’s against my desires or popular thought.

DAILY
PATH

What We 
Want to 

Hear

BIBLE READ:  2 CHRONICLES 18:5–27
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

I hate him because he never prophesies anything 
good about me, but always bad. 

~  2 Chronicles 18:7

Need Seen for ‘Global Agency’ to 
Help Protect Dying Dal Lake

A Ban On Captive Animals Could speed Up Extinction

F
aced with alarming levels of 
muck and choking weeds, Dal 
lake, the main tourist attraction 
in the Kashmir Valley, is gasp-

ing for breath -- and the once-pristine 
waterbody seems to be in dire need 
of intervention by a specialised global 
agency to prevent further decay.

Despite a separate budget plan and 
the spending of several crores by suc-
cessive governments for its conserva-
tion, the Dal Lake -- once known for its 
clear, potable water -- is currently dy-
ing because of the continuous flow of 
untreated sewage, waste material and 
wild creepers that are together destroy-
ing the area’s ecosystem.

“We need a specialised agency to 
tackle the problem and to prevent the 
lake from dying. The existing local 
agency, with its conventional cleaning 
methods, has failed to deliver,” a senior 
Tourism Department official, who de-
clined to be named, told IANS.

The countrywide Swachh Bharat 
campaign also seems to be missing 
here.

“We have not got any funds under 
the Swachh Bharat programme. While 
our annual state capital expenditure on 
Dal Lake is Rs 80 crore, we have been 
allocated Rs 356 crore from the Centre 
for Dal Lake conservation and reha-
bilitation of dwellers from the lake to 
outside the area,” said Masoodi Hafeez, 
Vice Chairman of Lake and Waterways 
Development Authority.

The Authority, responsible for 
cleaning and maintenance of the Dal 
lake, has sought Rs 1,488 crore from the 
Centre for a holistic project that would 
involve relocation of dwellers from 
near the lake and its conservation.

Asked about the need for seek-
ing help of a specialised agency from 
abroad, Hafeez declined to comment.

“There is a need for strong politi-
cal and bureaucratic will to take up the 
cleaning issue as the turbulence in the 
Valley is pushing it to the backburner, 
with law and order becoming the pri-

ority of the government,” said the Tour-
ism Department official.

Acknowledging that Dal is in de-
plorable condition and in desperate 
need of a massive cleaning exercise, 
Minister of State for Tourism Priya Sethi 
said strong political will is required to 
prevent its further deterioration.

The lake’s area has shrunk to 21 sq 
km due to encroachments and untreat-
ed dirty water being discharged from 
houseboats and nearby hotels -- as well 
as houses on the shore.

While the lake needs a sewerage 
treatment plant of 80 million litres ca-
pacity daily to keep the water clean, 
the authorities have so far managed 
to install a plant that can only treat 36 
million litres daily, resulting in massive 
depletion in water quality. Only 30 per 
cent of houseboats are connected to 

the plant, with the rest discharging un-
treated waste into the lake.

The Travel Agents Association of 
India (TAAI) recently held its annual 
convention in Srinagar to attract more 
tourists to the Valley, which is currently 
witnessing a decline in footfalls due to 
the separatist violence in the state.

The event, aimed also at chang-
ing the perception about the situation 
here, has returned to the Valley after 31 
years, said TAAI President Sunil Kumar.

While the Dal Lake is the central at-
traction for tourists in Srinagar, about 
500,000 local people depend on it for 
their livelihood.

At present, the Dal is home to about 
1,200 houseboats and 4,000 shika-
ras and pheriwalas, Bashir Ahmed, the 
caretaker of a houseboat, said. Howev-
er, official data -- which does not take 

into account unregistered boats -- con-
tends there are only 923 houseboats 
and 2,700 shikaras. There are also some 
150 floating shops and 58 hamlets with 
about 10,000 families staying around 
the lake.

The flow of untreated water and 
sewage from hotels and houses along 
the lake is also affecting the aquatic life 
of the water body.

As for those responsible for the 
health of the lake, Ahmed said: “Some-
time they come to clean, sometimes 
they don’t.” And the result of this dan-
gerously lackadaisical attitude is there 
for everybody to see -- the Dal Lake is 
in peril.

(Arun Kumar Das is a senior Delhi-
based freelance journalist. He can be 
contcted at akdas2005@gmail.com)

T
he recent death of the last male 
Northern white rhinoceros — 
and the imminent extinction 
of the vaquita porpoise — is a 

stark reminder we are not going to win 
every battle to save endangered spe-
cies in the wild. We can rescue some 
from total extinction — and have al-
ready — but only with the help of zoos 
and aquariums.

Wildlife populations are increas-
ingly under stress from human ac-
tivities and their impact on the envi-
ronment. Population growth, habitat 
destruction and wildlife poaching — 
whether for sustenance or profit — are 
among the largest threats contributing 
to their extinction.

Rhino horn, for example, fetches 
upwards of US$60,000 per kilogram in 
countries where it is prized as a cure 
and status symbol. But this is bogus. 
Rhino horn is made of keratin, like our 
fingernails, and cannot cure disease.

We need a planet-wide shift in 
thinking about how we value the wild-
life resources within the limited intact 
ecosystems that remain. But many 
species can’t wait that long.

Buying time
If we accept that we will lose some bat-
tles to save species in the wild, how do 
we make sure we don’t lose the war on 
extinction in the long term?

One option is to establish popula-
tions in zoos and aquariums. When 
carefully managed, these populations 
serve as safety nets against species ex-
tinction. They buy us time until we sort 
out the human side of the extinction 
equation.

Captive populations have re-
stocked wild populations and saved 
many species from extinction. The 
Puerto Rican toad, California condor, 
Scimitar-horned oryx, Amur leopard 
and the black-footed ferret wouldn’t 
exist if it weren’t for their captive-bred 
ancestors. In Canada, captive breeding 
helped save the Vancouver Island mar-
mot.

Wildlife biologists like myself con-
tinue to work with species declared 
extinct in the wild — the Kihansi 
spray toad, Panamanian golden frog, 
Micronesian kingfisher and Hawaiian 
crow. But we will have to wait until the 
threats, such as habitat loss and inva-
sive species, that led to their extinction 
in the wild are neutralized before they 
can be reintroduced.

Setting the stage for romance
Establishing a captive breeding popu-
lation is not as simple as putting males 
and females together and letting na-
ture take its course.

It takes time to work out a species’ 
space, nutrition and social needs. But 
wait too long to establish captive pop-
ulations and it can be too late to save 
the species.

Such is the case with the Northern 
white rhinoceros. Researchers at the 
San Diego Zoo have been working for 
decades to figure out how behaviour 
and diet alter the breeding success of 
their captive population of white rhi-
nos.

The reality is, with only two aged 
female Northern white rhinos remain-
ing, there is not enough genetic diver-
sity on Earth to recover this subspe-
cies.

There’s some hope that assisted-
reproduction techniques like in vitro 
fertilization might work, but these are 
not yet reliable conservation tools.

Even with the Vancouver Island 
marmot, one of Canada’s most endan-
gered species, we started the captive 
breeding and reintroduction program 
with fewer than 50 animals — not 
much of a base in terms of genetic di-
versity.

It took years before the first mar-
mots were born in captivity at the To-
ronto Zoo. Even now, after more than 
two decades, only 55 per cent of our 
pairs breed every year. We pair the 
animals based on their genetics to 
minimize inbreeding, but that doesn’t 
mean they’ll be attracted to each other. 
We’re still trying to figure out how to 
make them “fall in love.”

But we have returned more than 
500 animals to the rocky slopes of Van-
couver Island. They have bred success-
fully, but we remain concerned that 
the species’ lack of genetic diversity 
may impair their ability to adapt to cli-
mate change. For example, warming 
temperatures may expose them to new 
diseases or parasites.

In general, a reduction in genetic 
diversity means there are fewer op-
tions for a species to evolve adapta-
tions to changing environments.

Too little, too late
Sometimes, despite our best efforts, 
we fail. The vaquita, a small porpoise 
in the Gulf of California, has been driv-
en to the edge of extinction by gillnet 
fishing.

By 2013, there were fewer than 60 
animals left in the wild. But no captive 
population was established, possibly 
partly due to the anti-aquarium senti-
ment generated by the film Blackfish 
and animal rights organizations that 
made that option unpalatable.

In a last-ditch effort to save the spe-
cies, VaquitaCPR attempted to capture 

a few of the remaining animals to es-
tablish a captive breeding population. 
The plan was abandoned when one of 
the two caught animals died.

As of March, fewer than 12 vaquita 
remain in the wild. There is no captive 
population and little hope of prevent-
ing their extinction.

This may be the fate of other ceta-
cea if Bill S-203, which seeks to amend 
Canada’s Criminal Code to end the 
captivity of whales and dolphins, is 
passed. The text currently under con-
sideration would prevent anyone from 
taking a whale, dolphin or porpoise 
into captivity, and ban the import (or 
export) of cetacean sperm, tissue cul-
ture or embryos.

A similar fate will befall the Val-
d’Or caribou, a small population of 18 
individuals of the threatened Boreal 
(Woodland) caribou species in Que-
bec, too isolated to recover on its own.

An accredited zoo had offered to 
take in the herd as their genetics may 
be important for eventual species re-
covery. But public outcry against “cap-
tivity” prevailed. The Quebec govern-
ment, unwilling to pay the $76 million 
needed to protect their habitat, will 
leave them to die off.

The public’s outdated perceptions 
of accredited zoos and aquariums 
hampers our best efforts to save the 
planet’s endangered species.

How hot is too hot?
In addition to acting as hedges against 
extinction, captive populations are 
also critical for research on endan-
gered species that can’t be done on 
free-ranging animals. For example, bi-
ologists have developed non-invasive 

methods to monitor hormone levels by 
measuring metabolites found in urine 
and feces.

My colleagues in the U.S. devel-
oped these techniques in captive ma-
rine mammals and have used them to 
determine that the endangered orcas 
of the Salish Sea, an area of coastal wa-
terways in southern British Columbia 
and northern Washington state, are 
losing pregnancies due to malnutri-
tion. Recovery of the chinook salmon 
stock is critical to this orca population’s 
revival.

We only have this information be-
cause we had captive marine mam-
mals to study so we could develop these 
non-invasive hormone techniques.

In my own research, I rely on cap-
tive populations of polar bears to un-
derstand how hot is too hot for these 
animals. In addition to optimizing zoo 
housing for the species, we want to 
predict the effect of a warming Arctic 
on polar bears’ ability to adapt to ter-
restrial hunting in the absence of sea 
ice.

It doesn’t look good. Polar bears 
quickly heat up when active in warm 
temperatures. Zoo polar bears jump in 
the pool to cool off, but wild bears may 
not have that option in the middle of 
a land-based hunt. If we don’t imme-
diately maximize our efforts to reduce 
climate change this species is going to 
be in big trouble.

With spring now in full swing, I’m 
shifting my research focus back to the 
Vancouver Island marmots. They have 
a short four-week breeding season, so I 
have a small window to figure out how 
I can help them fall in love and have 
more pups.
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Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. addresses marchers during his ‘I Have a Dream’ speech at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington. AP Photo

Commuters stand at an open doorway of a suburban train during the morning rush hour in Kolkata September 
22, 2014. Credit: Reuters/Rupak De Chowdhuri/Files
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): After a few days 
that were a bit serious, Aries, today you 
awake with a light heart and boundless en-
ergy! Your capacity for seduction will be at 

its peak, so why not use it to your advantage? The men 
and women at work, in particular, will yield to your 
wishes today. Your influence extends to all levels of the 
organization. If you’ve been thinking about asking your 
boss for a raise, do it today!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): If you have 
children, Taurus, you could be feeling a bit 
overworked and overwhelmed. If you don’t 
have children, perhaps the constraints and 

demands of your professional life are weighing heavily 
on your mind. Don’t worry - these feelings shall pass. 
Expect an opportunity to get free of the ties that bind. 
Even though it will only be a temporary respite, take 
advantage of it!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Feeling grumpy 
lately, Gemini? Don’t fret, because your bad 
mood won’t last. This attitude is unlike you. 
Co-workers notice your change in personal-

ity but still treat you with consideration and respect. 
You’re fortunate to be able to draw upon a considerable 
wealth of kindness and good karma that you have built 
up over the years. Your friends and loved ones treat 
your mood as an aberration, which is exactly what it is.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): How hard you 
have to work to achieve your purposes, 
Cancer! It’s as though you carry around an 
overstuffed sandbag and each step requires 
a huge effort! This would be a good day to 

identify the source of the trouble. Ask if you aren’t sabo-
taging yourself and letting your subconscious resist the 
goals you have so deliberately set. You have a deep in-
ner mystery to solve.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You could have 
an urge to invent new things, Leo. You feel 
compelled to create something in the artis-
tic, technical, or philosophical field. If only 

you’d give yourself enough time to pursue these ideas! 
Today, realize that concentration is the key to accom-
plishment. Put away periodicals, computers, phones, 
and other such distractions and you might well be sur-
prised by the wealth of inspiration that comes to you.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Generally, you 
come up with the perfect, witty answer one 
day too late. Impulse and intuition take a 
back seat to your excellent self-control. The 

day ahead presents one opportunity to let go of the 
inhibition that sometimes stymies you. Yield to your 
instincts a little and see what happens. A little more so-
cializing wouldn’t hurt, either. You’re certainly entitled 
to some fun now and then!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You think of yourself 
as fairly modern in your thinking, don’t you, 
Libra? But have you really been able to reject 
tradition entirely? Have you rid yourself of all 

the outmoded conventions that confined earlier genera-
tions? If not, today you’ll be inspired to revamp your role 
models and lighten your workload. Equality in the home 
is just as important as equality in the workplace.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): There is some 
likelihood of a slight career conflict, Scor-
pio. You might have to deal with a co-worker 
who steps on your toes or runs roughshod 

over your gentle nature. Defend yourself with your 
favorite weapons - silence, laughter, and perspective. 
Let your adversary tangle himself or herself in desper-
ate attempts to justify their behavior. Let your boss be 
the wise and discerning judge of the matter.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): For a few 
weeks now you’ve understood that each day 
brings its share of constraints, Sagittarius. For 
example, today you could feel doubts about 

your physical appearance. Are you questioning your 
attractiveness or your ability to make an impression on 
someone special? Did you use bad judgment at some 
point, and you’re now afraid that you’ve hurt your rep-
utation? A decision you make at the end of the day will 
relieve these anxieties.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): This is a 
day to think about your private life, Capri-
corn. Expect to be particularly sensitive to 
all kinds of demands from those close to 

you. You have the power to create greater harmony at 
home, specifically in your relationship. Take stock of 
everyone’s desires and consider any limitations in ful-
filling them. Even if the answers aren’t found today, it 
will be useful to simply ask the questions.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Today can be 
a relaxing day, provided you make the neces-
sary effort to deal with material constraints, 
Aquarius. You would like nothing better than 

to spend much of the day planning fun activities for the 
future. But, alas, demands from your family, friends, or 
boss force you to concentrate on the here and now in-
stead. Still, don’t abandon your wonderfully pleasing 
ambitions altogether.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  There is a lot on 
your mind today, Pisces. Over the last three 
weeks you’ve analyzed your relationships on 
a deep and profound level. New people with 

attractive qualities could be tempting you to make a 
change. But is this a good time in your life to start up 
friendships or love relationships? Are you willing to ac-
cept the upheaval such changes would create? These 
are worthwhile questions to ask.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Martin Luther King Jr. Had a Much More Radical 
Message Than a Dream of Racial Brotherhood

Large Number of Job Ads in India Explicitly Prefer Men — World Bank Study

M
artin Luther King 
Jr. has come to be 
revered as a hero 
who led a non-

violent struggle to reform and 
redeem the United States. His 
birthday is celebrated as a na-
tional holiday. Tributes are paid 
to him on his death anniversa-
ry each April, and his legacy is 
honored in multiple ways.

But from my perspective 
as a historian of religion and 
civil rights, the true radicalism 
of his thought remains under-
appreciated. The “civil saint” 
portrayed nowadays was, by 
the end of his life, a social and 
economic radical, who argued 
forcefully for the necessity of 
economic justice in the pur-
suit of racial equality.

Three particular works 
from 1957 to 1967 illustrate 
how King’s political thought 
evolved from a hopeful re-
former to a radical critic.

King’s support for white 
moderates
For much of the 1950s, King 
believed that white southern 
ministers could provide moral 
leadership. He thought the 
white racists of the South could 
be countered by the ministers 
who took a stand for equality. 
At the time, his concern with 
economic justice was a sec-
ondary theme in his addresses 
and political advocacy.

Speaking at Vanderbilt 
University in 1957, he pro-
fessed his belief that “there 
is in the white South more 
open-minded moderates 
than appears on the surface.” 
He urged them to lead the 
region through its necessary 
transition to equal treatment 
for black citizens. He reas-
sured all that the aim of the 
movement was not to “defeat 
or humiliate the white man, 

but to win his friendship and 
understanding.”

King had hope for this vi-
sion. He had worked with 
white liberals such as Myles 
Horton, the leader of a center 
in Tennessee for training la-
bor and civil rights organizers. 
King had developed friend-
ships and crucial alliances 
with white supporters in oth-
er parts of the country as well. 
His vision was for the fulfill-
ment of basic American ideals 
of liberty and equality.

Letter from Birmingham Jail
By the early 1960s, at the peak 

of the civil rights movement, 
King’s views had evolved sig-
nificantly. In early 1963, King 
came to Birmingham to lead 
a campaign for civil rights in 
a city known for its history of 
racial violence.

During the Birmingham 
campaign, in April 1963, he 
issued a masterful public let-
ter explaining the motivations 
behind his crusade. It stands 
in striking contrast with his 
hopeful 1957 sermon.

His “Letter From a Bir-
mingham Jail” responded to 
a newspaper advertisement 
from eight local clergymen 
urging King to allow the city 
government to enact gradual 
changes.

In a stark change from his 
earlier views, King devastat-
ingly targeted white moder-
ates willing to settle for “order” 
over justice. In an oppressive 
environment, the avoidance 
of conflict might appear to be 
“order,” but in fact supported 
the denial of basic citizenship 
rights, he noted.

“We merely bring to the 
surface the hidden tension 
that is already alive,” King 
wrote. He argued how oppres-
sors never voluntarily gave up 

freedom to the oppressed – it 
always had to be demanded 
by “extremists for justice.”

He wrote how he was 
“gravely disappointed with 
the white moderate … who 
paternalistically believes he 
can set the timetable for an-
other man’s freedom.” They 
were, he said, a greater en-
emy to racial justice than were 
members of the white su-
premacist groups such as the 
Ku Klux Klan and other white 
racist radicals.

Call for economic justice
By 1967, King’s philosophy 
emphasized economic justice 
as essential to equality. And 
he made clear connections 
between American violence 
abroad in Vietnam and Amer-
ican social inequality at home.

Exactly one year before 
his assassination in Memphis, 
King stood at one of the best-
known pulpits in the nation, 
at Riverside Church in New 
York. There, he explained how 
he had come to connect the 
struggle for civil rights with 
the fight for economic justice 
and the early protests against 
the Vietnam War.
He proclaimed:
“Now it should be incandes-
cently clear that no one who 
has any concern for the integ-
rity and life of America today 
can ignore the present war. If 
America’s soul becomes to-
tally poisoned, part of the au-
topsy must read ‘Vietnam.’ It 
can never be saved so long as 
it destroys the hopes of men 
the world over.”

He angered crucial allies. 
King and President Lyndon 
Johnson, for example, had 
been allies in achieving sig-
nificant legislative victories 
in 1964 and 1965. Johnson’s 
“Great Society” launched a 
series of initiatives to address 
issues of poverty at home. 

But beginning in 1965, after 
the Johnson administration 
increased the number of U.S. 
troops deployed in Vietnam, 
King’s vision grew radical.

King continued with a 
searching analysis of what 
linked poverty and violence 
both at home and abroad. 
While he had spoken out be-
fore about the effects of co-
lonialism, he now made the 
connection unmistakably 
clear. He said:

“I speak for those whose 
land is being laid waste, whose 
homes are being destroyed, 
whose culture is being sub-
verted. I speak for the poor 

in America who are paying 
the double price of smashed 
hopes at home, and death and 
corruption in Vietnam.”

King concluded with the 
famous words on “the fierce 
urgency of now,” by which he 
emphasized the immediacy 
of the connection between 
economic injustice and racial 
inequality.

The radical King
King’s “I Have a Dream,” 
speech at the March on Wash-
ington in August 1963 serves as 
the touchstone for the annual 
King holiday. But King’s dream 
ultimately evolved into a call 

for a fundamental redistribu-
tion of economic power and 
resources. It’s why he was in 
Memphis, supporting a strike 
by garbage workers, when he 
was assassinated in April 1968.

He remained, to the end, 
the prophet of nonviolent re-
sistance. But these three key 
moments in King’s life show 
his evolution over a decade.

This remembering mat-
ters more than ever today. 
Many states are either pass-
ing or considering measures 
that would make it harder 
for many Americans to exer-
cise their fundamental right 
to vote. It would roll back the 

huge gains in rates of politi-
cal participation by racial mi-
norities made possible by the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965. At 
the same time, there is a per-
sistent wealth gap between 
blacks and whites.

Only sustained govern-
ment attention can address 
these issues – the point King 
was stressing later in his life.

King’s philosophy stood 
not just for “opportunity,” 
but for positive measures to-
ward economic equality and 
political power. Ignoring this 
understanding betrays the 
“dream” that is ritually in-
voked each year.

W
hile women were also pre-
ferred for certain jobs, the au-
thors found that these were 
“low-quality, low-status jobs, 

typically low-paid informal jobs”.
A recent study conducted by the World 

Bank has found that for job advertise-
ments in India that specify a preferred 
gender, six out of every ten advertisement 
explicitly state that men will be given a 
preference in hiring over women. The 
study is based on data from over 800,000 
advertisements on online job portal Ba-
bajob.com (which has now merged with 
QuikrJobs), between 2011 and 2017.

It has been a cause for concern for a 
while now that the female labour force 
participation rate in India is one of the 
lowest in the world and is actually de-
clining – in the first four months of 2017, 
for instance, 2.4 million Indian women 
stopped being employed. This study re-
inforces the demand side of this problem 
– that people doing the hiring still often 
assume that a man will be able to do the 
job better.

One-third of the advertisements the 
researchers looked at specified a gender 
preference, and 60% of this one-third 
said a man would be preferred. Men were 
commonly preferred for mechanised jobs 
such as driving and garment sector jobs, 

sales work and elementary jobs such as 
gardening, guard duty and delivery per-
sons.

The authors found that the jobs ads 
that preferred women were “low-quality, 
low-status jobs, typically low-paid infor-
mal jobs”. The outcome of this kind of ad-
vertisements is a segregated labour mar-
ket, the authors write.

“Our analysis suggests jobs for posi-
tions in sales, retail clerk, office helper, 
high-intensive outdoor labor work such 
as laborer, gardener, watchman, delivery 
collection, and machine-related tasks 
such as garment worker, machinist, and 
driver are considered as male jobs. Among 
indoor low-end jobs, cook and steward 
are male jobs. On the other hand, women 

are disproportionately more preferred in 
household elementary jobs and caregiv-
ing jobs, as well as beautician and re-
ceptionist positions. Among professional 
jobs, teaching and management are rela-
tively female jobs, and engineering and IT 
profession are considered male jobs.”

BPO jobs stood out in the study. Not 
only was it the sector with the highest 
proportion of jobs advertised (19%), it 
also had the most gender neutral post-
ings, with only 14% of advertisements 
specifying a gender preference.

The male bias doesn’t stop at just the 
quality of job, but extends into pay as 
well, the study has found. Looking within 
the pool of gender-specific job advertise-
ments, the researchers found that em-
ployers who preferred women on average 
offered a salary ten percentage points 
lower than the average salary offered by 
employers who preferred men. In each 
occupation group other than ads for cler-
ical jobs, ads targeted at women offered 
lower salaries than ads targeting men.

One of the concerning factors that 
researchers have pointed out in the past 
is that even though the educational level 
of girls is on the rise, this is not translat-
ing into a larger female labour force. As 
Namita Bhandare reported, “The logical 
link that education should lead to jobs is 
broken in India. In rural India, 67% of girls 
who are graduates do not work. In towns 

and cities, 68.3% of women who graduate 
don’t have paid jobs.”

Here’s another confusing statistic to 
add to that: the 2011 National Sample 
Survey reported that over one-third of 
urban women and half of urban women 
who engage mainly in housework want a 
paying job.

There have been several explanations 
given for why this strange state of affairs 
has come to be in India. Societal expec-
tations rank high on that list – while a 
man is supposed to be the breadwin-
ner, a women’s duties are assumed to be 
confined to the unpaid work she does at 
home, which isn’t hardly ever recognised 
as work at all. Often, if a women wants to 
go beyond that, she is required to have 
the explicit consent of the people around 
her – something that would never even 
be imagined for a man. Even once she 
does have that consent, it’s not an easy 
path to a job, Bhandare reported; there 
are concerns such as how she will get to 
her workplace, the hours she will be away 
from home, how far she will travel, etc.

And that’s just on the supply side, 
where the will to work is hard to translate 
into actually getting a job. Add to that the 
demand side problem like the one high-
lighted in the World Bank study, and you 
realise just how much will have to change 
if India wants to take its female labour 
force participation problem seriously.
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Opposition members protest during the ongoing budget session of Parliament in the Lok Sabha, in New Delhi on Wednesday. PTI

Congress President Rahul Gandhi looks at a photograph while meeting with chief pontiff of 
Siddaganga Mutt, Shivakumara Swami, in Tumakuru on Wednesday.

PTI

RS adjourns 11 times, including 10 times in 180 minutes

Don’t use Ambedkar’s name for political gains —ModiChild rights panel wants 
adherence to norms on surrogacy 

SC dismisses pleas against CBSE re-examination

The beloved leads

Delhi Cong. protests ‘dilution’ of SC/ST Act INS slams PCI ‘biased’ selection process, hails PM’s move to turn down fake news guidelines 

New Delhi, April 4 (PTI/
IANS): The Rajya Sabha 
proceedings were ad-
journed for a record 11 
times today due to noisy 
protests by the opposi-
tion which thwarted the 
government’s attempts 
to get an anti-corruption 
amendment bill passed, 
as the two sides entered 
into heated exchanges 
amid unabated slogan-
shouting.

The proceedings were 
adjourned 11 times, in-
cluding 10 times within 
three hours between 2 PM 
and 5:10 PM, finally ended 
without transacting any 
legislative business.

While several ministers 
including Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister Ananth 
Kumar and Ministers of 
State Jitendra Singh and 
Vijay Goel trying their best 
to get the Prevention of 
Corruption (Amendment) 
Bill 2013 cleared, the op-
position Congress pointed 
out that new members, 
who took oath yesterday 
and today, had not been 
given division numbers 
which enables them to 
vote.

M a n y  o p p o s i t i o n 

New Delhi, Apr 4 (PTI): 
Seeking to reach out to the 
Dalit community, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
today said no regime had 
honoured B R Ambedkar 
like his government had.

Modi’s remarks come 
soon after widespread 
protests, some turning 
violent, in different parts 
of the country over a 
Supreme Court verdict 
putting in place safe-
guards to prevent misuse 
of a law to prevent atroci-
ties of SCs and STs.

“No government has, 
perhaps, given respect to 
Babasaheb the way our 

government has. Instead 
of dragging him into poli-
tics, we should all try to 
walk on the path he has 
shown us...,” he said.

The prime minister 
was speaking at the in-
auguration of an annexe 
building at Western Court 
that acts as a transit ac-
commodation for newly 
elected lawmakers.

Lamenting that every-
one had dragged Ambed-
kar’s name for political 
gains, Modi said it was his 
government that com-
pleted the Ambedkar in-
ternational centre though 
the idea was conceived 

when Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
was the prime minister.

The 26, Alipur Road 
house where the Dalit 
icon died would be dedi-
cated to the nation on 
April 13 on the eve of his 
birth anniversary, Modi 
said.

Hitting out at the UPA, 
Modi said the previous 
government had dragged 
its feet on the project for 
years.

“But we completed 
projects at stipulated time 
period,” he said, noting 
that his government was 
committed to ‘sabka saath 
sabka vikas’.

Mumbai, April 4 (PTI): The Maharashtra 
State Commission for Protection of Child 
Rights (MSCPCR) has recommended 
strict implementation of the ICMR’s 
guidelines for those desiring to have a 
child through surrogacy.

It has asked the state government to 
set up a task force to monitor the imple-
mentation of guidelines and to tighten 
the supervision of hospitals facilitating 
delivery of children through surrogacy.

The MSCPCR was set up in 2007 as 
a statutory body under the Commission 
for Protection of Child Rights Act 2005 to 
protect, promote, and defend child rights 
in the state.

The MSCPCR has also asked people, 
including actors, desiring a child through 
surrogacy, surrogate mothers, egg/sperm 
donors to register themselves with clinics 
or hospitals, that in-turn have to be reg-
istered with an appropriate government 
authority.

Notably, some Bollywood person-
alities, including Shah Rukh Khan and 
Karan Johar, have had children through 
surrogacy in the recent past.

In its 17-page order, issued on March 
22, the commission asked the state 

government to implement guidelines of 
the Indian Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR) till the bill on surrogacy laws was 
pending in Parliament.

It asked the state government to set 
up a task force and a monitoring cell, 
comprising officers from the health and 
police departments, and representatives 
of reputed NGOs, to keep an eye on the 
implementation of ICMR’s guidelines on 
surrogacy.

The commission came up with the 
recommendations after a city-based 
advocate, Siddhvidya Thakur, filed a com-
plaint with it a year ago about a 43-year-
old woman from suburban Mulund being 
abandoned by her husband after he had a 
male child through surrogacy, without his 
wife’s consent.

MSCPCR chairperson, Pravin Ghuge, 
told PTI that the recommendations have 
been forwarded to the state government 
with a hope that they will be imple-
mented.

The complainant welcomed the com-
mission’s decision and said that it will put 
an end to the “murky world of surrogacy” 
where, she alleged, the business was 
booming in connivance with hospitals.

New Delhi, April 4 (IANS): The Supreme 
Court on Wednesday dismissed a bunch 
of petitions challenging the CBSE’s deci-
sions regarding the leaked Economics and 
Maths question papers of Class 12 and 10.

A bench of Justice S.A. Bobde and 
Justice L. Nageswara Rao it was the “dis-
cretion of the CBSE (Central Board of 
Secondary Education) to conduct the re-
examination and court will not interfere”.

The bench asked the students who 
had challenged the CBSE’s decision to 
appear in the examination if it was con-
ducted. On Tuesday, the CBSE said there 
would be no re-examination of Class 10 
maths paper as “internal inquiries and 
analysis” revealed that the leak “may be 
confined to few alleged beneficiaries”.

The government on March 30 had 
announced the re-examination would 
be held for Class 12 economics paper 
throughout the country on April 25 while 
a fresh test for Class 10 maths paper would 
be held only in Delhi, NCR and Haryana, 
if needed, in July.

Besides challenging the CBSE’s deci-
sion, the pleas also wanted a CBI probe 
into the alleged question paper leak, say-
ing several incidents were reported from 
various states and Delhi Police was not 
competent to hold the nation-wide probe.

Kerala student Rohan Mathew and 
two others moved the Supreme Court 
seeking quashing of the CBSE decision 
to re-conduct the Class 10 mathematics 
examination, saying it was arbitrary, il-
legal and violative of the Constitution’s 
Article 14 (equality before law), Article 21 
(right to life and liberty) and 21A (right to 

education).
Mathew, represented by his father 

Santhosh Mathew, a lawyer at the Kerala 
High Court, also sought stringent action 
against the erring officials of the CBSE for 
“jeopardising the career of nearly 16 lakh 
students who appeared for the exam”.

Another plea was filed in the top court 
by Reepak Kansal challenging the decision 
of the CBSE to cancel and re-conduct the 
two papers.

HRD Ministry forms panel to study 
CBSE exam process 

In the backdrop of the Class 12 econom-
ics question paper leak, the Human 

Resource Development (HRD) Ministry 
has set up a seven-member committee to 
examine the board’s examination process.

The committee constituted on Tues-
day and headed by former HRD Secretary 
Vinay Sheel Oberoi will examine the 
conduct of Class 10 and Class 12 examina-
tions by the Central Board of Secondary 
Education (CBSE) in order to prevent leak 
of question papers and revisit all aspects 
related to security checks built into the 
system to ensure question papers reach 
examinees without tampering, a Ministry 
statement said.

It will also suggest measures to make 
the examination process “secure and fool-
proof through the use of technology”. The 
panel will submit a report by May 31 to the 
Ministry. The committee will examine/
assess potential weakness in the present 
system of transporting question papers 
from the printing presses till they reach 
the examination halls. 

New Delhi, April 4 (PTI): The Delhi 
Congress today staged a protest on 
Parliament Street here against the 
“failure” of the Modi government 
in preventing the alleged dilution of 
the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) 
Act through a Supreme Court order.

Delhi Congress president Ajay 
Maken led party workers, who 
marched from Jai Singh Road to-
wards Parliament building. They 
were stopped by the police on Par-
liament Street.

Addressing party workers there, 
Maken said the SC/ST Act was 
passed under the prime minister-
ship of Rajiv Gandhi to protect the 
Dalit community from atrocities 
and presently party chief Rahul 
Gandhi is raising his voice on these 
issues.

All India Congress Committee 
general-secretary P L Punia alleged 
that atrocities committed on Dalits 
have touched an “all-time high” 
because of Narendra Modi govern-

ment’s “lackadaisical approach”.
The BJP-led central government 

“failed” in properly putting up the 
case before the Supreme Court, 
resulting in the “dilution” of provi-
sion under the Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention 
of Atrocities) Act, 1989, the speak-
ers alleged.

The Centre had moved a peti-
tion in the Supreme Court yester-
day, seeking a review of the court’s 
March 20 verdict, which has put 
safeguards on arrest under the 
stringent Act.

On March 20, the court had said 
government servants should not 
be arrested without prior sanction 
and private citizens too should be 
arrested only after an inquiry under 
the law.

The verdict is being criticised by 
Dalit groups and opposition par-
ties, who say the “dilution” of the 
Act will increase discrimination and 
crimes against Dalits.

New Delhi, April 4 (PTI): The 
Indian Newspaper Society 
today welcomed Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s deci-
sion to turn down the I and 
B ministry’s stringent guide-
lines to check fake news and 
also expressed anguish over 
the Press Council of India’s 
“biased” selection of new 
members.

The apex body of the 
print media industry said it 
strongly disapproved of the 
“strategic manipulation” of 
the process of nominations 
for the Press Council of India, 
which is headed by Justice 
(retd) C K Prasad.

It said in a statement that 
it was “anguished over the 
recent unreasonable and 
biased decision of the Chair-
man, PCI, while selecting 
the names of persons to be 
nominated as members for 

a fresh term”.
The Press Council of In-

dia, a statutory body that 
acts as a watchdog to oversee 
conduct of the print me-
dia, was reconstituted for 
three years in October 2014. 
Though its term ended in 
October last year, it is learnt 
that the panel has been re-
constituted but the official 
notification is yet to be is-
sued.

The INS said the entire 
process to nominate new 
members displayed a “lack 
of understanding of the PCI 
Act and RNI Act”, a reference 
to the Press Council of India 
and the Registrar of Newspa-
pers for India.

“It is imperative that ma-
ture responsibility and neu-
trality is now displayed, even 
at this late stage, to restore 
the credibility, impartial-

ity and prestige of the Press 
Council of India,” it said in 
the statement.

The statement also wel-
comed the prime minister’s 
intervention in forcing the 
Information and Broadcast-
ing Ministry to withdraw the 
“stringent guidelines” on 
fake news.

“After widespread criti-
cism by journalists and op-
position (parties), who real-
ised this was an attempt to 
curb and control the free-
dom of press, the prime min-
ister finally withdrew these 
draconian guidelines on fake 
news,” the INS said.

Soon after the directive of 
the prime minister yesterday, 
the ministry issued a state-
ment withdrawing within 
24 hours its amended guide-
lines to check fake news.

In its reaction to the min-

istry’s guidelines on fake 
news, the PCI had said yes-
terday there was “nothing 
wrong or obnoxious” about 
the move to contain fake 
news provided that an in-
dependent statutory body 
decide the veracity of such 
allegations.

Amending guidelines 
for the accreditation of jour-
nalists, the ministry had on 
Monday announced norms 
to contain fake news. It said 
if the publication or telecast 
of a fake news item was con-
firmed, the accreditation 
of the journalist behind the 
news would be suspended 
for six months in the case 
of a first violation and for 
one year in case of a second 
violation.

If there was a third viola-
tion, his or her accreditation 
would be cancelled perma-

nently, the ministry had said 
in a press release.

The ministry norms also 
said that any complaint of 
instances of fake news would 
be referred to the PCI, if it 
pertains to print media, and 
to the News Broadcasters As-
sociation (NBA), if it relates 
to the electronic media, to 
determine whether the news 
item was fake or not within 
15 days.

Several eminent journal-
ists have expressed their 
scepticism over whether the 
PCI would be able to main-
tain its objectivity and inde-
pendence in its functioning 
as a media watchdog.

The Editors Guild of In-
dia also issued a statement 
yesterday, articulating its 
concerns over the manner 
in which the PCI was recon-
stituted.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Mortal remains of another man, 
among 39 killed in Iraq, consigned 
to flames in Hoshiarpur
Hoshiarpur (Pb), April 4 (PTI): The mortal remains 
of a resident of Jaitpur village, who was among the 39 
Indians killed in ISIS captivity in Iraq, were consigned 
to flames at his native place in this district today. 
Gurdeep Singh along with other Indians had gone 
missing in Iraq in 2014. A special aircraft carrying the 
mortal remains of 38 out of out of 39 Indians, which 
included 27 from Punjab, landed at the Amritsar 
international airport from Baghdad on Monday. Singh 
is survived by his mother Surinder Kaur, wife Anita 
Rani, a 5-year-old son and 7-year-old daughter.

GMAT to be 30 minutes shorter 
from April 16
New Delhi, April 4 (PTI): Candidates vying for 
admission into premiere business schools across 
the globe will now have to appear for a 30-minute 
shorter Graduate Management Admission Test, a 
senior GMAC official said here today. The decision to 
reduce the duration from four hours to three-and-a-
half hours was taken by the Graduate Management 
Admission Council (GMAC), the owner of the GMAT, 
without disturbing the quality and scoring algorithm 
of the exam. The candidates will be able to take the 
shorter exam from April 16. The exam duration has 
been shortened by streamlining two longer sections 
- Quantitative and Verbal Reasoning - reducing the 
number of unscored, research questions in these 
sections.

Salt content in Kurkure to be cut: 
PepsiCo India
New Delhi, April 4 (IANS): Snacks and beverages 
maker Pepsico will reduce salt content in its snacks 
brand — Kurkure — in line with its global nutrition 
objectives, a top company official said on Wednesday. 
According to PepsiCo India Vice President, Snacks, 
Jagrut Kotecha said the company has recently 
launched new multigrain variant Kurkure packs 
with 21.5 per cent less salt. “The recently launched 
Multigrain variant with power grain ragi is meeting 
our global agenda on sodium reduction with a 
21.5 per cent less sodium,” he said. Kotecha said in 
2018, the brand Kurkure plans to expand its reach 
through both “push and pull strategies”. “We will 
further accelerate our distribution efforts in fast 
growing semi-urban and rural markets by leveraging 
our distribution strength and tapping into indirect 
channels,” he said.

Cabinet approves amendments 
to human rights act
New Delhi, April 4 (IANS): The Union Cabinet on 
Wednesday approved amendments to the human 
rights protection bill for “better protection and 
promotion of human rights in the country”, a 
statement said. The Protection of Human Rights 
(Amendments) Bill, 2018, was cleared in a Cabinet 
meet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 
The statement said the amendment bill “proposes 
to enlarge the scope of eligibility and scope of 
selection of chairperson of National Human Rights 
Commission as well as the State Human Rights 
Commissions”. It also aims at to incorporate a 
mechanism to look after the cases of human rights 
violation in the union territories. The statement 
claimed that the amendment would “strengthen” the 
human rights institutions “for effective discharge of 
their mandates, roles and responsibilities”. It would 
also bring India’s human rights law “in perfect sync 
with the agreed global standards and benchmarks 
towards ensuring the rights relating to life, liberty, 
equality and dignity of the individual in the country”.

Dalit protests: Curfew in three 
MP districts relaxed
Bhopal, April 4 (PTI): The curfew imposed in Gwalior, 
Bhind, and Morena districts of Madhya Pradesh 
after the April 2 Dalit protests was relaxed today as 
no major incident of violence was reported, police 
said. Eight persons were killed during the largescale 
violence during the Bharat bandh called by Dalit 
groups against alleged dilution of the Scheduled Caste 
and Scheduled Tribe (Prevention of Atrocities) Act by 
the Supreme Court. In Gwalior district, the curfew 
was relaxed from 6 AM to 8 AM and again between 4 
PM and 6 PM at Thatipur, Murar, and Gola Ka Mandi 
area, said district collector Rahul Jain. In Bhind city, 
curfew was relaxed for two hours from 10 AM to 12 
noon, Additional Superintendent of Police Rajendra 
Verma told PTI over phone. In Morena district’s City 
Kotwali, Station Road and Civil Line police station 
areas, curfew was relaxed twice from 10 AM to 11 AM 
and from 5 PM to 6 PM, said district Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate (SDM) Umesh Shukla. Eight persons, 
including six Dalits, were killed and 153 persons were 
injured in the violence.

members were also in-
sisting that the govern-
ment should also discuss 
the issues concerning 
the scheduled castes and 
tribes and banking scam 
and kept pouring into 

Well of the House, carry-
ing placards and raising 
slogans.

Deputy Chairman P J 
Kurien tried several times 
to go for a division for vot-
ing on the amendments 

moved by Trinamool Con-
gress member Sukhendu 
Shekhar Ray, but his ap-
peals to the protesting 
members fell on deaf ears.

Ray insisted that a di-
vision cannot take place 

as the House was not in 
order and the lobbies were 
not clear. “I have asked 
for division but no voting 
process can be held now. 
For that, the Well has to 
be cleared and lobby has 

to be cleared,” he said, 
adding the Chair should 
bring order in the House 
or adjourn it.

Following this, Deputy 
Chairman adjourned the 
House till 4:21 PM for 10 
minutes. The proceedings 
were again adjourned at 
4:30 PM till 4:45 PM.

Leaders of some major 
partries went inside the 
chamber of the Chair to 
break the logjam, with the 
House again going for two 
short adjournments till 
5:10 PM.

As no resolution was in 
sight in the backroom ne-
gotiations, Kurien finally 
adjourned the House for 
the day.

In the morning, the 
House was first adjourned 
till 2 PM within about 20 
minutes after it met at 11 
AM following opposition 
protests.

Meanwhile the BJP and 
NDA MPs on Wednesday 
night decided not to take 
salary and allowances for 
the second phase of the 
budget session which has 
been completely washed 
out, accusing the Congress 
of playing negative politics. 
(with inputs from IANS)
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News IN BrIef
Facebook CEO to testify before 
Congress April 11 —  Panel
Washington, April 4 (PTI/AFP): Facebook chief  
executive Mark Zuckerberg will testify before a US 
congressional committee on April 11 following the 
Cambridge Analytica scandal over alleged misuse of  
users’ personal data, the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee announced today. “This hearing will be an 
important opportunity to shed light on critical consumer 
data privacy issues and help all Americans better 
understand what happens to their personal information 
online. We appreciate Mr. Zuckerberg’s willingness to 
testify before the committee, and we look forward to 
him answering our questions on April 11th,” said the 
committee’s Republican chairman Greg Walden and 
ranking Democrat Frank Pallone.(AFP) AMS

Abbas praises Saudi King for 
supporting Palestinian cause
Ramallah, April 4 (IANS/WAM): Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas has commended Saudi Arabia’s King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud for supporting the 
Palestinian cause. Abbas expressed his appreciation and 
gratitude to the Saudi King for his “steadfast positions 
in support of the cause of Jerusalem and its holy sites”, 
the report said on Wednesday. The Palestinian President 
also hailed Saudi Arabia’s continued stances, which 
underlined “deep relations between the two leaderships, 
in addition to its political and financial support of  
Palestinian people”.

Morocco seizes record amount of 
psychotropic drug
Rabat, April 4 (IANS/MAP): The Moroccan police 
have seized a record of  241,319 ecstasy pills at the 
northern Tangier-Med port. Coming from Europe, the 
illicit substance was found in a vehicle bound to Morocco 
on Tuesday, the police said. Two people were arrested. 
“This operation was part of  sustained efforts by the 
security services to fight against international criminal 
networks operating in psychotropic drug trafficking,” 
the police said.

Four US marines killed in 
helicopter crash
Washington, April 4 (IANS): Four US marines have 
been killed in a helicopter crash while carrying out a 
routine training exercise in California. The Marine 
Corps said on Wednesday that the cause of the accident, 
that took place on Tuesday, was being investigated, Efe 
news reported. The helicopter, a CH-53E Super Stallion, 
crashed near El Centro, a few kilometres from the border 
with Baja California in Mexico.

Vietnam holds 97 prisoners of 
conscience — Amnesty
Ho Chi Minh, April 4 (IANS): Amnesty International 
on Wednesday released a report revealing that at least 97 
people in Vietnam were held as prisoners of conscience, 
many of  whom are kept incommunicado in squalid 
conditions and routinely subjected to torture. Among the 
prisoners were human rights defenders, lawyers, bloggers 
and environmental and social activists who received 
lengthy jail sentences despite only resorting to peaceful 
means, Amnesty was quoted as saying by Efe news. 
“Vietnam is one of Southeast Asia’s most prolific jailers of  
peaceful activists,” Amnesty’s Director of Southeast Asia 
and the Pacific, James Gomez, said. “What is worse is that 
this number is likely an underestimation. It is impossible 
to know the real figure, given the shroud of secrecy the 
Vietnamese authorities operate under,” he added.

Millions affected as France rail 
strike enters second day
Paris, April 4 (IANS): Millions of  commuters faced 
inconvenience on Wednesday as France entered the 
second day of  a railway strike against government-
proposed reforms. The state-run railway SNCF said 
that rail traffic will remain disrupted on Wednesday, 
although the number of high-speed TGV trains will go 
up from one in eight to one in seven, Efe news reported. 
The rest of  the schedule will remain the same with 
one long distance train in eight, one regional and local 
trains in five, and three international trains out of four 
running. However, all trains to Spain, Switzerland, and 
Italy remained cancelled. Meanwhile, the Thalys trains 
that run from Paris to Belgium and the Netherlands were 
running without any disruptions. Three Eurostar trains 
out of the four to London and one train out of every 
three to Germany were running too.

Netanyahu, Trump talk about Iran
Jerusalem, April 4 (IANS): US President Donald Trump 
and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu spoke 
on phone on Wednesday amidst Israel’s concerns over 
US planned withdrawal of troops from Syria. Netanyahu 
and Trump discussed “regional developments and Iran”, 
the Israeli Prime Minister’s Office said in a statement. 
The statement did not elaborate which developments 
were addressed. According to the statement, cited by 
Xinhua news agency, Netanyahu thanked Trump for 
“his commitment to Israel’s security” and the two leaders 
“agreed to continue the close coordination in order to 
repel Iran’s aggression and its attempts to destabilise 
the region”. On March 29, Trump said the US would 
“come out of  Syria like very soon”. However, a US 
media report later said that their military was working 
on plans to send dozens of additional American soldiers 
to northern Syria.

female suspect dead, three 
injured in YouTube HQ shooting

Thousands of Brazilians protest, 
demand imprisonment of Lula

Special official funeral declared for Winnie Mandela

Lawyer linked to Trump sentenced in Russia probe Myanmar minister to visit Rohingya camps in B’desh

UN terror list has 139 
Pakistan entries —  Report

San Bruno (California), 
April 4 (IANS): A woman 
with a handgun opened 
fire at YouTube’s head-
quarters in the US state of 
California, shooting three 
people before killing her-
self, authorities said.

The incident took 
place on Tuesday and the 
San Bruno Police Depart-
ment identified the fe-
male attacker as 39-year-
old Nasim Najafi Aghdam, 
a Californian resident of 
Iranian descent, the US 
media reported. 

The motivation for the 
shootings was under in-
vestigation, police said, 
although her social media 
postings included criti-
cisms of YouTube. 

T h e  v i o l e n c e  b e -
gan about 12.45 p.m. in 
a courtyard outside the 
company’s headquarters, 
south of San Francisco. 
Witnesses described see-
ing a woman shooting a 
gun in the courtyard as 
others ran for their lives.

Images broadcast-
ed on local TV stations 
showed employees leav-
ing with their  hands 
raised. Several YouTube 

employees tweeted about 
the attack as it was tak-
ing place. Product man-
ager Todd Sherman said 
people fled the building 
in panic as the shooting 
unfolded.

Some ran while oth-
ers hid when the gun-
shots rang out. Many were 
initially stunned. Some 
reported hearing fire 
alarms. Others said they 
thought the loud bangs 
they heard came from 
people moving equip-
ment.

Police found one gun-
shot victim near the en-
trance of the company 
headquarters, San Bruno 
Police Chief Ed Barberini 
said. Two injured women 
ran across the street and 
took shelter in a restau-
rant. A fourth person in-
jured an ankle while flee-
ing but was not hurt by 
gunfire, officials said.

The female attacker 
took her own life after the 
shootings. She was found 
at the scene and appeared 
to have killed herself with 
a handgun, said Barberini. 
The shooter was believed 
to have known at least 

one of the victims, two 
law enforcement officials 
told CNN.

Aghdam was active on 
several social media out-
lets including YouTube, 
where she had channels 
in Farsi, Turkish and Eng-
lish. On YouTube, she 
published an eclectic set 
of videos, including music 

parodies and workouts, 
on topics like animal cru-
elty and vegan cooking.

In February 2017, she 
recorded a video on Face-
book criticizing YouTube 
for taking measures that 
decreased the number of 
views on her videos. Her 
father told a reporter for 
a CBS affiliate that his 

daughter had been miss-
ing for several days. He 
said he had warned police 
that she was angry with 
YouTube.

YouTube terminated 
her account following the 
shooting. Her Instagram 
and Facebook accounts 
were also removed.

YouTube spokesman 

Chris Dale praised the 
quick police response 
to the incident and said: 
“Our hearts go out to 
those who suffered in this 
attack.” 

Twitter said it was hor-
rified and was monitoring 
instances of misinforma-
tion.

Google, the parent 
company of YouTube, said 
it was cooperating with 
law enforcement. Google 
CEO Sundar Pichai said 
he was “grateful to eve-
ryone inside and outside 
the company for the out-
pouring of support and 
best wishes”.”I know a lot 
of you are in shock right 
now... Over the coming 
days, we will continue to 
provide support to help 
everyone in our Google 
family heal from this un-
imaginable tragedy,” he 
said.

After the incident, 
President Donald Trump 
praised the quick police 
response: “Our thoughts 
and prayers are with eve-
rybody involved. Thank 
you to our phenomenal 
law enforcement Officers 
and first responders.”

Sao Paulo, April 4 (IANS): Thou-
sands of Brazilians in major cities 
across the country took to the 
streets, to pressure the Supreme 
Court to reject former president 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva’s habeas 
corpus request.

The request could help Lula 
stay one step away from impris-
onment after his conviction for 
corruption.

Called by the movement “Vem 

Pra Rua” (Come to the street), 
which gained great prominence 
during the massive demonstra-
tions against corruption during 
the Dilma Rousseff administration 
in 2015, the protests on Tuesday 
sparked subsequent marches in 
dozens of cities in more than 20 
of Brazil’s 27 states, Efe news re-
ported.

The objective of Tuesday’s ral-
lies was to bring about the impris-

onment of Lula, who was found 
guilty of passive corruption and 
money laundering in a case related 
to the graft scandal uncovered at 
the state-owned company Petro-
bras. In January, the former Presi-
dent of Brazil during 2003-2010 
was sentenced to 12 years in prison 
by a court of appeals.

One of the most intense pro-
tests took place on Paulista Av-
enue, in the heart of Sao Paulo, 
the country’s largest city, where 
demonstrators, many of whom 
dressed in T-shirts with Brazilian 
flags, urged for the ex-president’s 
imprisonment. Demonstrations 
held posters with slogans such as 
“Supreme Court, don’t disappoint 
us”, “Lula, go to jail” and the “pix-
ulecos,” the inflatable dolls of Lula 
dressed as a prisoner.

On Wednesday, the 11 magis-
trates who make up the plenary 
session of the Supreme Court will 
analyse whether the habeas corpus 
request should be granted to the 
former head of state. 

If granted, he would be allowed 
to appeal his jail sentence without 
having to serve his time in prison, 
until all his possibilities of appeal 
are exhausted, a process that could 
take up to two years. 

Cape Town, April 4 (IANS): South 
African President Cyril Ramaphosa 
has declared a special official 
funeral “with the highest respect” 
in honour of anti-apartheid icon 
Winnie Madikizela-Mandela, who 
died on Monday.

Madikizela-Mandela will be 
honoured with the Category 1 
Funeral which entails elements 
of military ceremonial honours, 
Ramaphosa said on Tuesday, Xin-
hua news agency reported.

Such a funeral is declared for 
persons of extraordinary creden-
tials specifically designated by 
the President of South Africa, said 
Ramaphosa.

Madikizela-Mandela “deserves 
the highest respect our nation can 
demonstrate in honour of a patriot 
and citizen who served our nation 

and humanity at large with distinc-
tion during our liberation struggle 
and throughout our democratic 
dispensation,” Ramaphosa said.

In line with this declaration, 
the National Flag shall, with im-
mediate effect, fly at half-mast at 
all flag stations countrywide and at 
South African diplomatic missions 
abroad, the president said.

This will be observed until the 
evening of April 14, 2018.

The President further declared 
national days of mourning from 
April 3 until April 14. In terms of the 
President’s declaration, the official 
memorial service for Madikizela-
Mandela will be held at the Regina 
Mundi Catholic Church, Soweto in 
Johannesburg on Wednesday, to 
be followed by the Special Official 
Funeral proceedings at Orlando 

Stadium, Soweto on Saturday.
Madikizela-Mandela, former 

President Nelson Mandela’s wife, 
passed away on Monday at a pri-
vate hospital in Johannesburg after 
a long illness.

As one of the greatest icons 
of the struggle against apartheid, 
Madikizela-Mandela fought fear-
lessly against the apartheid state 
and sacrificed her life for the free-
dom of the country. Her activism 
and resistance to apartheid landed 
her in jail on numerous occasions.

After the end of apartheid in 
1994, Madikizela-Mandela served 
as the Deputy Minister of Arts, 
Culture, Science and Technology 
and as a Member of Parliament. 
She was also the former president 
of the African National Congress 
Women’s League.

Washington, Apr il  4 
(IANS): Attorney Alex van 
der Zwaan has been sen-
tenced to one month in 
jail and ordered to pay a 
$20,000 fine for lying to 
the FBI about his contacts 
with the campaign of US 
President Donald Trump.

Van der Zwaan is the 
first person to be sen-
tenced in the investigation 
into Russian interference 
in the 2016 election, Efe 
news reported on Tuesday.

The London-based 
33-year-old van der Zwaan, 
the son-in-law of a Russian 
oligarch, is the first person 
convicted and sentenced 
in the Russia probe headed 
by Special Counsel Robert 

Mueller regarding possible 
Kremlin links with Trump’s 
campaign.

US intelligence agen-
cies have accused Moscow 
of interfering in the elec-
tions.

Judge Amy Berman 
Jackson said that the sen-
tence was designed to “re-
flect the seriousness of the 
offence, promote respect 
for the law” and reduce 
sentencing disparities.

“This is not something 
that happened to him. This 
is something he did,” she 
said. “He put is personal 
interests ahead of the inter-
ests of justice.”

The Belgian-born ac-
cused must also spend two 

months under supervised 
release after he completes 
his sentence.

The sentence hand-
ed down against van der 
Zwaan is within the bounds 
of what had been expected, 
given that earlier the judge 
had weighed the possibil-
ity of sentencing him to a 
maximum of six months 
behind bars.

In addition, the sen-
tence will allow van der 
Zwaan to return to his resi-
dence in London in time 
to be present at the birth 
of his first child in August, 
a matter that had been a 
priority for his attorneys.

“What I did was wrong. 
I apologize to the court, my 

wife and my family,” said 
Van Der Zwaan in a brief 
statement at his sentenc-
ing hearing. Van der Zwaan 
pled guilty in February to 
lying to the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) and 
the Mueller’s office during 
a questioning session on 
November 3, 2017.

At that time, van der 
Zwaan tried to hide from 
investigators his contacts 
with two of the main fig-
ures in the Russia probe 
-- former Trump campaign 
chairman Paul Manafort 
and his number two, Rick 
Gates, both of whom stand 
accused of about a dozen 
crimes, including money 
laundering. 

Dhaka, April 4 (PTI/AFP): A Myan-
mar minister will tour camps for 
Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh, an 
official said today, the first such visit 
since Myanmar’s army drove nearly 
700,000 members of the Muslim 
minority over the border.

Bangladesh’s foreign ministry 
confirmed that Myanmar’s social 
welfare, relief and resettlement min-
ister Win Myat Aye would visit the 
congested camps, which are home 
to nearly one million Rohingya refu-
gees in total.

“His programme has not been 
fixed yet,” Tareque Muhammad, a 
director-general at the foreign min-
istry, told AFP. The visit is slated for 
April 11 or 12.

US and UN officials say the mili-
tary crackdown which began last Au-
gust in the mainly Buddhist nation, 

purportedly to flush out guerrillas, 
amounted to ethnic cleansing of the 
Rohingya.

Another Bangladeshi official 
told AFP it would be the first visit by 
a Myanmar minister to the camps, 
which have sheltered Rohingya refu-
gees since the early 1990s, for more 
than a decade.

Win Myat Aye is the deputy head 
of a task force led by Aung San Suu 
Kyi on the crisis in Rakhine state, 
and a top official overseeing a stalled 
agreement with Bangladesh to re-
patriate some 750,000 refugees.

Myanmar has approved sev-
eral hundred Rohingya from a list of 
thousands to return to their home-
land but not a single one has yet 
crossed back.

Meanwhile Myanmar authorities 
are accused of bulldozing Rohingya 

villages in Rakhine and seeking to 
erase evidence at sites where their 
troops are accused of atrocities.

Myanmar has denied the charge 
but blocked investigators from vis-
iting an area where thousands of 
Rohingya, long persecuted in the 
country, are believed to have been 
killed.

Even before the latest influx 
began last August, the camps in 
southeast Bangladesh were home to 
roughly 300,000 Rohingya Muslims 
who fled previous waves of violence.

Rohingya community leaders in 
the camps said they would welcome 
the opportunity to raise their con-
cerns about returning to Rakhine 
with the visiting Myanmar official.

“We would like to meet face-to 
face with the minister,” Mohibullah 
told AFP.

Islamabad, April 4 (PTI): 
The UN Security Council’s 
updated list of terrorists 
and militant groups has 
139 entries from Pakistan 
alone, including outfits 
like Mumbai attacks mas-
termind Hafeez Saeed’s 
Lashkar-e-Taiba, according 
to a media report.

The list, headed by Os-
ama bin Laden’s heir ap-
parent Ayman al-Zawahiri, 
identifies all those indi-
viduals who have lived in 
Pakistan, operated from 
there or have been associ-
ated with groups that used 
Pakistani territory for car-
rying out their operations, 
Dawn News reported.

LeT’s Hafiz Saeed is list-
ed as a person also wanted 
by Interpol for his involve-
ment in terrorist activities.

The LeT is responsi-
ble for carrying out the 
Mumbai attack that killed 
166 people, including six 
Americans.

The list also includes 
Dawood Ibrahim Kaskar, 
an Indian national who, ac-
cording to the UN Security 
Council, has held several 
Pakistani passports issued 
in Rawalpindi and Karachi, 
the report said.

The UN claims that he 
owns a palatial bungalow 
in the hilly area of Noora-
bad, Karachi, it added.

Kaskar, wanted in India 
as the mastermind of the 
Mumbai bomb blasts in 
1993 and accused of crimes 
such as match-fixing and 
extortion, accrued a vast 
property portfolio across 
the Midlands and south-
east in the UK as well as 
India, the UAE, Spain, Mo-
rocco, Turkey, Cyprus and 
Australia 

Haji Mohammed Yahya 
Mujahid, LeT’s media con-
tact, and Hafiz Saeed’s dep-
uties, Abdul Salaam and 
Zafar Iqbal, are also listed. 

Like Hafiz Saeed, they are 
all wanted by the Interpol.

The LeT is listed with 
its various aliases, such as 
al-Mansoorian, Paasban-
i-Kashmir, Paasban-i-Ahle 
Hadith, Jamaatud Dawa 
and Falah-i-Insaniat Foun-
dation, the report said.

The UN data claims 
that first person on the 
list Ayman al-Zawahiri is 
still hiding somewhere in 
the Afghanistan-Pakistan 
border area, the report said.

Several of his lieuten-
ants are also on the list who, 
the UN believes, are hiding 
with him.

The second person on 
the list is another interna-
tionally known terrorist, 
Ramzi Mohammad bin 
al-Sheibah, who is identi-
fied as a Yemeni national, 
arrested in Karachi and 
handed over to the US au-
thorities.

More than a dozen 
suspected terrorists are 
listed in the same category, 
arrested in Pakistan and 
handed over to the US au-
thorities. Some of them 
had Pakistani passport, 
issued by various Pakistani 
missions in the Middle East 
and renewed in Pakistan.

The report, howev-
er, did not give the total 
number of entries in the 
updated UNSC list.

The terrorist entities 
that were allegedly based 
in Pakistan, worked from 
there or had links to Paki-
stani individuals, include 
Jaish-e-Mohammed, Af-
ghan Support Commit-
tee, Lashkar-i-Jhangvi, Al 
Akhtar Trust International, 
Harkatul Jihad Islami, Te-
hreek-i-Taliban Pakistan, 
Jamaatul Ahrar and Khati-
ba Imam Al-Bukhari. 

Some of them are listed 
as based in the Afghani-
stan-Pakistan border area, 
according to the report.

AP/PTI

Emergency and law enforcement personnel exit YouTube headquarters, Tuesday, April 3, 2018, in San 
Bruno, Calif. A woman opened fire at YouTube headquarters Tuesday, setting off a panic among employees 
and wounding several people before fatally shooting herself, police and witnesses said. 

AP/PTI

 A demonstrator dressed as Batman holds a sign that says in Portuguese: “Lula in prison!” 
during a protest against Brazil’s former President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva on Copacabana 
beach in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Tuesday, April 3, 2018.



T
he ‘Keeping Up With the 
Kardashians’ star’s ex-
boyfriend Tyga - whom 
she split from in April 
last year - has been sug-

gesting that the two-
month-

old tot 
be-

longs to him throughout the 
20-year-old reality TV star’s preg-
nancy and shortly after the birth.

In a bid to put the rumours to 
rest once and for all, the brunette 
beauty agreed to have the DNA test 
done - under the 
condition that 
Tyga never 
spoke of 
it again.

A 

source told 
The Sun 
newspa-
per: “Tyga 
has been 

demanding 
a paternity 

test throughout 
Kylie’s pregnancy 

but she wouldn’t 
hear of it.

“She still cares for 
Tyga but this isn’t some-
thing she ever wanted to 
agree to.

“Kylie begged him 
to back off because 
she didn’t need the 

embarrassment.
“The last thing 

Kylie wanted was everyone to think 
she might be hooking up with two 
men during the time she con-
ceived. She didn’t want her millions 
of fans questioning who the father 
is. It’s hard enough being a young, 
unmarried, pregnant mother with-
out adding the notion, ‘Who is the 

father?’”
Kylie found out the result 

of the test, which proved 
baby Stormi belongs to her 
current boyfriend Travis, 
just before she posted a 
close-up shot of the tot on 
March 23.

However, the make-up 
mogul is said to be fuming 

with Tyga, 28, as he took to 
his social networking sites just 

days later to address rumours 
that he’s Stormi’s dad - despite the 
former couple having the agree-
ment that it’ll never be spoken 
about.

He said at the time: “I’ve never 
said anything about someone else’s 
child or family insinuating my 
involvement; and will never do so. 
Please, Stop spreading false stories 
and attacking people’s families. I 
have nothing to do with any of that. 
People should be able to live in 
peace. (sic).”

Kylie dated Tyga for two years 
before they split at the beginning 
of April last year and the reality TV 
star was spotted getting cosy with 
Travis, 25, at Coachella.

Travis is listed on Stormi’s birth 
certificate as her biological father.

Femalefirst.co.uk

EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Thursday, April 5, 2018

10
ENTERTAINMENT
Mirror

Boman Irani to walk for a charity gala in Delhi
Actor Boman Irani will walk the ramp for an annual fundraising event organised 
by NGO Lakshyam here on Sunday. The NGO, which works towards upliftment of 
children and women of at-risk communities through education, employment and 
resource mobilisation, is organising the event at The Celebration Garden, where many 
designers will come together to show their support. Boman will walk for designer 
Varun Bahl at the event which will also see the participation of designers and celebri-
ties like Rohit Bal, Poonam Bhagat, Nikki Mahajan, Rohit Gandhi, Mickey Mehta and 
M.S Bitta. Started in 2012, Fashion for a Cause brings various prominent designers, 
celebrities and other individuals from diverse fields under one roof, to raise funds for 
Lakshyam’s ‘Awakening Women’s Soul’ program which is designed to empower ladies 
at Lakshyam’s adopted centers in India. (IANS)

2 pm, 8 pm: Hichki (Hindi)

11 am, 5 pm: Pacific Rim (Eng 2D)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

Drake 
makes 
Billboard 
history

Ryan Reynolds auctions off pink ‘Deadpool’ suit for cancer charity

Kylie Jenner did paternity test to 
prove Travis Scott is baby’s father

I received 
grace from 
cancer — 
Lisa Ray

R
apper Drake 
has become 
the first lead 
solo male with 
two 10-week 

Billboard Hot 100 No. 1s 
-- his latest song “God’s 
plan” and the 2016 track 
“One dance”.

“God’s plan” is the 
36th No. 1 in the Hot 
100’s 59-year history to 
have led for at least 10 
weeks, reports billboard.
com.

“God’s plan” has also 
been globally popular as 
Drake gave away his la-
bel’s $999,631.90 budget 
to those in need. 

The video sees the 
Grammy winner treating 
the ones in need with 
unlimited supermarket 
shopping, cash bundle 
and luxury cars. He also 
presents cheques of huge 
amounts for charity and 
support groups.

IANS

A
ctor Ryan Rey-
nolds has put 
up a new pink 
“Deadpool” suit 
for sale to raise 

funds in the fight against 
cancer.

The 41-year-old ac-
tor, who plays the quirky 
antihero in the Marvel film 
franchise, shared a video 
on Twitter to announce the 
nonprofit F**k Cancer drive 
through an Omaze cam-
paign.

In a “special message 
from Deadpool,” Reynolds 

said that the new bright pink 
suit was for the “world to see 
that I have a big old heart-
on... That’s heart with a ‘t’... 
For my new obsession, pink 
- the colour, not the singer. 
Personally I’m more of a 
Celine guy.” 

“This is one fight where 
everyone can be a hero, no 
superpowers, capes or lame 
CG costumes needed - just 
your money. Seriously, we 
need that - these suits aren’t 
cheap,” he added.

Reynolds shared the 
link where one can make 

donations and captioned 
the video as, “Suit for sale. 
Worn once. Made lovingly 
with over 10,000 individually 
selected pink gummi bears.” 

One can donate money 
ranging from USD 10 to 
USD 5,000 to the cause 
which would win the Dead-
pool suit.

Participants who donate 
over over USD 1,000 would 
receive gifts such as a signed 
movie poster or a person-
alised voicemail message 
from Reynolds as Deadpool.

PTI

O
n her 46 
birthday on 
Wednesday, 
actress-mod-
el Lisa Ray 

says she is grateful for eve-
rything in her life and that 
she received grace from 
her battle with cancer.

“Because there’s so 
much to be grateful for. 
Because there’s so much 
grace I received from can-
cer. I send strong currents 
back to you, to persevere 
in finding what makes 
you happy and to feel at 
home in your body and 
spirit. Happy Birthday to 
Lisa 2.0,” Lisa tweeted on 
Wednesday morning. 

In 2009, Lisa was 
diagnosed with multiple 
myeloma, a cancer of the 
white blood cells known 
as plasma cells, which 
produce antibodies. 

A year later, she an-
nounced that she was 
cancer-free, after a stem 
cell transplant. As multiple 
myeloma is an incur-
able disease, Ray is not 
completely cured of the 
disease.

On the Bollywood 
front, Lisa was last seen 
on screen in “Dobaara”, a 
Hindi remake of the Hol-
lywood film “Oculus”.

Off screen, she con-
tinues to spread a word 
about cancer aware-
ness.

IANS

A
ctor Chris Evans 
says his “Aveng-
ers: Infinity War” 
co-star Robert 
Downey Jr gives in 

a lot as an actor.
Evans, who has been 

playing Captain America on 
the big screen for a while, 
will appear as Steve Rogers 
in “Avengers: Infinity War” in 
an avatar unlike any that fans 
are used to seeing the star-
spangled hero as. 

He will team up with 
other heroes in the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe with the 
aim of stopping Thanos in his 
quest to obtain the Infinity 
Stones and destroying the 
world. 

On working with “Iron 
Man” Downey Jr, Evans 
said in a statement to IANS: 
“Robert has really been 
incredibly thoughtful in his 
care of the other actors, me 
especially. In the beginning 

of this franchise, I was really 
nervous, but he extended his 
kindness and warmth and 
helped pick me up in a lot 
of ways and gave me con-
fidence and direction and 
support.

“He is an incredibly giving 
actor, and he is so compli-
mentary even though I don’t 
always deserve it. I really 
would have been lost had he 
not been on this movie. He 
really is the patriarch. 

“He is the one running the 
show, and that really came to 
life on this movie more than 
the other films. There were so 
many actors in and out every 
day, and he really went out of 
his way to make sure every-
one felt welcome, especially 
the people who d’n’t have 
their own franchises or have 
smaller roles in different 
movies,” he added.

It can be “intimidating” to 
come onto a set with 20 or 30 
actors that “you have seen in 
other films”, said Evans. 

“But every day we would 
break and have a big lunch at 
his place. Right away you just 
feel like you are part of the 
club,” he added.

A cinematic journey 10 
years in the making and 
spanning the entire Marvel 
Cinematic Universe, Marvel 
Studio’s “Avengers: Infinity 
War” brings to the screen the 
ultimate showdown of all 
time. 

Twenty two heroes, six 
infinity gems, one mad titan 
-- “Avengers: Infinity War” re-
leases on April 27 in English, 
Hindi, Tamil and Telugu in 
India. 

IANS

I
ndian actor An-
upam Kher has 
received nomina-
tion for the Virgin 
TV British Acad-

emy Television Awards 
in 2018 for his work in a 
BBC project.

Anupam is nominat-
ed for his performance 
in the adaptation of Sat-
nam Sanghera’s memoir 
“The Boy with the Top-
knot”, a TV movie. 

The actor, who has 
featured in about 500 
films, is up against 
Adrian Dunbar (“Line of 
Duty”), Brian F. O’Byrne 
(“Little Boy Blue”) and 

Jimmi Simpson - USS 
Callister (“Black Mirror”) 
for the Best Supporting 

Actor trophy.
Anupam tweeted on 

Wednesday: “Thank you 

Bafta for the nomina-
tion. I feel honoured and 
humbled.”

The British Academy 
of Film and Television 
Arts announced the 
nominations for the 
annual Virgin TV British 
Academy Television 
Awards on Wednesday, 
read a statement on 
bafta.org.

It will reward the 
best television pro-
grammes broadcast 
in the UK in 2017. The 
ceremony will be held 
at the Royal Festival Hall 
on May 13.

IANS

Robert Downey Jr incredibly giving actor — Chris Evans

Anupam Kher nominated for Bafta 2018
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Esa Warriors clinch Silver Cup 
T-20 cricket championship

Kohli, Pujara retain ICC Test spots

Manny Pacquiao to fight 
Lucas Matthysse on July 14

Steve Smith won’t 
challenge one-year ban

World Cup trophy arrives in Colombia

Himanta Sarma elected BAI president

Virat Kohli

Champions of the 9th Silver Cup – Esa Warriors with MLA Keneizhakho Nakhro and others at Jakhama local ground on April 4.

Manny Pacquiao, shown here in 2015, will fight against Argentina’s World Boxing Association welter-
weight champion Lucas Matthysse in Kuala Lumpur in July.

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1779SUD0KU 1619
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1778

ACROSS
1. Capital of Tunisia
6. Box
10. Style of jazz singing
14. Make amends
15. Assistant
16. Part of a stem
17. Increase
18. Wisp of smoke
19.	 Operatic	solo
20. Shell fragments
22. San ______ Mountains in 

California
24. Sets a golf ball down ready to 

drive
25. Type of cloud
26. Iroquois tribe
29. Muse of history (Greek 

mythology)
30.	 David	Copperfield	character
31. Airborne infantry
37. Depressions (in something)
39. According to
40.	 Pertaining	to	the	ebb	and	flow	

of oceans
41. One who is ready for bed
44. Singer/dancer ____ Falana
45. Foray
46.	 Money	held	by	a	3rd	party	till	

commitments are met
48. 16th century weapon
52. Travel on water by wind
53. Together for a common 

purpose
54. Haloes
58. Photocopy
59. Possessing the necessary skills
61. Steps used to cross fences
62. Docile
63. Sudden wind
64. Not those
65. Periods of history
66. Conceits
67. Donkeys 
DOWN
1. ____ and feathers
2. South west US state
3. French for “Black”

4.	 State	of	being	unsatisfied
5. Oozed
6. Vaults
7. Tablet
8. “Much ___ About Nothing”
9. Enlist
10. Spectacular failure
11. Forms reefs
12. Farewell 13. 

Short-necked wild ducks
21. Tide
23. Lifeless or spiritless
25. Humanitarian Barton or 

actress Bow
26.	 Probabilities
27. Christmas
28. Sea eagle
29. Statement of beliefs
32. Small insect
33. Fabrics treated with oil
34. Smell
35. City in California, ____ Alto
36. Shredded cabbage
38. Shopping _____ 42. 

Length or extent measured 
in yards

43. Darling
47. Midday nap
48. Excessive eagerness
49. Table used in worship
50. Andes mountain animal
51. Large nibbles
52. Hard fats from the kidneys 

of sheep
54. As well
55. Untruths
56. Consequence
57. Observes
60. Insect

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1618

Kohima, April 4 (EMN): Esa 
Warriors from Dimapur 
has claimed the 9th edition 
championship trophy of 
the Silver Cup T-20 cricket 
tournament by defeating 
Diphu XI from Karbi An-
glong by 17 runs. The final 
match of the Silver Cup 
T-20 cricket tournament, 
organised by youth de-
partment of Nepali Bap-
tist Church, Kohima, was 
played at Jakhama local 
ground on April 4.

Due to the incessant 
rain till afternoon, the final 
match between Esa War-
riors and Diphu XI com-
menced late resulting in 
deduction of 8 overs each 
from both the innings.

Wi n n i n g  t h e  t o s s, 
Diphu XI elected to field 
but failed to restrain Esa 
Warriors which secured 
117 runs in 12 overs. Esa 
Warriors lost only four 
wickets with Wasim con-
tributing the highest 40 
runs supported by Suresh 
Chetri, who scored 34 runs 
not out.

Chasing the huge target 
in 12 overs, Diphu XI fell 
short of balls as they man-
aged to score 100 runs los-
ing 7 wickets with Probin 
and Bivakar contributing 
20 and 19 runs respectively.

Esa Warriors skipper 
Hanilong took three wick-

Dubai, April 4 (IANS): In-
dia skipper Virat Kohli and 
Test specialist Cheteshwar 
Pujara held on to their sec-
ond and seventh position 
respectively in the latest 
ICC Test Player rankings, 
while the biggest gainer 
was South African opener 
Aiden Markram jumping 
to a career-best No.9 spot 
in the list released here on 
Wednesday.

The 29-year-old Kohli 
had a total of 912 points, 17 
points behind Australia’s 
Steve Smith, who is com-
fortably placed at the top 
despite being banned for 
a year for premeditated 
ball-tampering attempts 
during the Cape Town Test 
against the Proteas. Pujara, 
on the other hand, had 810 
points.

Markram, meanwhile, 
sustained his surge towards 
the top during an amazing 
first year in Test cricket, 
making his way to the ninth 
position among the bats-
men, which also took into 
account performances in 
the drawn second Test be-
tween New Zealand and 
England in Christchurch.

T h e  2 3 - y e a r- o l d’s 
knocks of 152 and 37 not 
only contributed to South 
Africa’s massive 492-run 
victory over Australia in Jo-
hannesburg for a 3-1 series 
win but also helped him 
move up six places.

Los Angeles, April 4 (AFP/
PTI): Boxing promoter Os-
car De La Hoya has con-
firmed that Argentina’s 
World Boxing Association 
welterweight champion 
Lucas Matthysse will de-
fend his title against Manny 
Pacquiao in Kuala Lumpur 
in July.

Filipino icon Pacquiao 
had first announced plans 
for the fight in a statement 
last month, but details of 
the bout remained shroud-
ed in uncertainty.

In a  statement on 
Twitter, De La Hoya said 
the contest was now con-
firmed.

“Signed, sealed, and de-

livered: Proud to officially 
announce that WBA wel-
terweight world champion 
@MatthysseLucas will put 
his title on the line against 
@mannypacquiao in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malyasia on Sat-
urday night July 14 (US 
time),” De La Hoya wrote.

Pacquiao, 39, had said 
last month that the fight 
against Matthysse would 
take place on June 24.

“This is going to be a 
tough fight. Matthysse is 
also a knockout artist. But 
I’m excited to fight and be 
a world champion again,” 
Pacquiao said.

“I’m the underdog in 
this fight but I’m used to it. 

It serves as a big motivation 
for me to train and fight 
hard to win the crown,” 
added Pacquiao, who has 
won eight world titles in a 
record eight weight divi-
sions.

Pa c q u i a o  h a s  n o t 
fought in the ring since 
being defeated on points 
by Australia’s Jeff Horn in 
Brisbane in July, a loss that 
cost the Filipino star his 
WBO crown.

Matthysse, who has 
39 wins including 36 by 
knockout against four de-
feats, won the vacant WBA 
belt after beating Thailand’s 
Teerachai Sithmorseng in 
January. 

Melbourne, April 4 (PTI): 
Former Australia skipper 
Steve Smith won’t chal-
lenge the one-year ban 
imposed on him for his 
role in the ball-tampering 
scandal as the troubled 
cricketer sought to justify 
the punishment, saying it 
was meant to send out a 
“strong message”.

Smith, his deputy David 
Warner and young Cam-
eron Bancroft were hand-
ed bans up to one year by 
Cricket Australia following 
the scandal during their 
disastrous South Africa 
tour, which ended in an 
embarrassing 1-3 series 
defeat. The trio has time 
till April 11 to challenge the 
bans.

“I would give anything 
to have this behind me 
and be back representing 
my country. But I meant 
what I said about taking 
full responsibility as Cap-
tain of the team. I won’t be 
challenging the sanctions. 
They’ve been imposed by 
CA to send a strong mes-
sage and I have accepted 
them,” Smith wrote on his 
twitter page. There is spec-
ulation that Warner may 

challenge the punishment.
The Australian Crick-

eters Association (ACA) 
president Greg Dyer had 
expressed his displeasure 
over the severity of the 
punishment, saying it was 
disproportionate.’ 

“Of the dozen or so 
matters of this type (ball-
tampering), the most se-
vere suspension to date has 
been a ban for two one-day 
internationals. The most 
expensive fine has been 
100 percent of a match fee,” 
Dyer had said.

“The informed conclu-
sion is that as right as the 
motivation is, the proposed 
penalties are dispropor-
tionate relative to prec-
edent. The grading and 
sanctions proposed were 
significantly higher than 
that applied by the ICC 
following the game,” Dyer 
added.

Meanwhile, the British 
media has reported that 
Smith, who has also been 
banned to play domestic 
cricket but allowed to com-
pete in grade cricket in his 
country, may turn up for an 
English County side when 
the season begins April 13.

Bogota, April 4 (IANS): David Trezeguet, a 
member of the team that won the World 
Cup for France in 1998, has arrived in 
Bogota with the World Cup trophy as part 
of the tour leading up to this year’s tourna-
ment in Russia.

The 18-carat gold trophy arrived in 
Bogota’s El Dorado airport on an airplane 
painted in red, black and white, the col-
ours of tour sponsor Coca-Cola, Efe news 
reported on Tuesday.

Accompanying the trophy and 
Trezeguet were Coca-Cola executives and 
officials of FIFA, football’s world govern-
ing body.

The trophy tour was welcomed by a 
group of dancers and musicians perform-

ing their own version of “Colors,” the of-
ficial 2018 World Cup anthem.

“It is a privilege for me to accompany 
this important trophy, which I dreamed of 
winning since I was a child and with time 
was able to hold up high,” Trezeguet said 
during the event.

Bogota is the 45th city visited during 
this trophy tour, which is expected to travel 
to 91 cities in 51 countries.

The tour started out last year in Rus-
sia and will conclude in Osaka, Japan, on 
April 30.

The trophy will be on display in Bo-
gota’s El Campin stadium for the next two 
days, where fans will be able to admire it 
and take photos.

New Delhi, April 4 (IANS): 
Assam Health and Edu-
cation Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma was on Tues-
day unanimously elected 
the Badminton Association 
of India (BAI) President 
during its annual general 
body meeting in Goa.

Ajay Kumar Singhania 
was elected the secretary 
general while former Tamil 
Nadu Badminton Associa-
tion president and former 
Union minister Anbumani 
Ramadoss was elected 
treasurer. Both were elected 
unanimously.

Sarma had taken over 
as the interim BAI president 

last year after the demise of 
Akhilesh Das Gupta. He will 
serve for four years.

Congratulating al l 
the office-bearers, Sarma 
vowed to take India to the 
pinnacle of world badmin-
ton. 

“I would like to con-
gratulate all the elected 
members and I am sure 
that everyone will fulfil 
their responsibilities to 
the best of their capac-
ity. Indian badminton has 
been on an all-time high 
and we as a federation will 
strive to take it forward and 
make Indian badminton 
to the top of the pedestal,” 

Sarma said.
A total of 61 votes were 

cast by the 31 member af-
filiates with each state cast-
ing two votes except for 
Telengana which is on a 
provisional affiliation. 

Pondicherry Badmin-
ton Association was barred 
from voting as they cur-
rently stand as a defunct 
body.

A total of 42 posts were 
up for grabs including the 
position of president, sen-
ior vice president, 12 vice 
presidents, three secretar-
ies, eight joint secretaries 
and 16 Executive Commit-
tee members. 

ets in a single over to re-
strict the run rate, while 
he was also supported by 
Wasim with two wickets. 

The champions Esa 
Warriors received cash 
award of INR 80,000 with 
running trophy, citation 
and medals, while runners-
up Diphu XI bagged INR 
40,000 with trophy, cita-
tion and medals. Two los-
ing semi-finalists Valour 
CC Dimapur and Kohima 
Hornbills also got INR 
5,000 each.

Gracing the final match 
as the chief guest MLA Ke-

neizhakho Nakhro said 
games and sports impart a 
sense of discipline, fellow 
feelings and togetherness 
which brings peace and 
unity as quoted in the tour-
nament theme.

Expressing that cricket 
is the most popular sports 
in India, Nakhro said if one 
could make it to the na-
tional level they can bring 
fame and glory to the state 
and community. In this 
regard, he requested the 
youngsters having the tal-
ent, potential and confi-
dence to take sports as a 

career.

INDIVIDUAL AWARDS
Man of the final match: 
Wasim of Esa Warriors for 
scoring 40 runs and taking 
two wickets. He received 
INR 3000 with trophy and 
citation.

Highest wicket taker: 
Hanilong of Esa Warriors 
for 13 wickets. He received 
INR 3000 with trophy and 
citation.

Highest run getter: Sidhart 
of Esa Warriors for secur-

ing 87 runs. He received 
INR 3000 with trophy and 
citation.

Best wicket keeper: Probin 
of Diphu XI. He received 
INR 3000 with trophy and 
citation.

Emerging player: Sepi-
chum of Woodland CC. 
He received INR 1000 with 
trophy and citation.

Player of the tournament: 
Hanilong of Esa Warriors. 
He received INR 5000 with 
trophy and citation.

Markram has broken 
into the top 10 for the first 
time and is now among a 
select group of 10 cricketers 
led by Don Bradman who 
have scored 1,000 runs or 
more in their first 10 Tests.

Markram’s opening 
partner Dean Elgar, too, has 
advanced after scoring 100 
runs in the Test, including 
a knock of 81 in the second 
innings, while captain Faf 
du Plessis (up five places to 
17th) and Temba Bavuma 
(up 12 places to 39th) are 
the other South Africa bats-
men to make significant 
gains.

For Australia, captain 
Tim Paine has jumped 
eight places to 53rd po-
sition while for England, 
captain Joe Root moved up 
one place to third. Wick-

etkeeper Jonny Bairstow 
was up by three places to 
13th and Mark Stoneman 
moved 14 places to 64th.

Among the bowlers, 
India Test spinner Ravi-
chandran Ashwin slipped 
one place in the bowlers 
ranking to take the fifth 
position with 803 points, 
while Ravindra Jadeja held 
on to his second spot in the 
all-rounders ranking.

Among others, South 
African Vernon Philander’s 
player of the match effort of 
nine for 51 has lifted him six 
places to third and player of 
the series, Kagiso Rabada, 
remains at the top, adding 
three points to take his tally 
to 902.

Morne Morkel, who 
first broke into the top 10 
in January 2010, touched 
800 rating points for the 
first time in his career and 
is now ranked joint-sixth 
along with Australia’s Pat 
Cummins, who has risen 
up from 18th with nine 
wickets in Johannesburg. 

In other movements, 
New Zealand’s player of 
the match Tim Southee 
has moved up three places 
to take the 13th slot, while 
Stuart Broad has gained 
five slots to reach 12th 
place.

Meanwhile, New Zea-
land have leapfrogged Aus-
tralia to third place in the 
ICC Test Team Rankings.
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Originally Aboriginal: History meets culture at CWG opening ceremony 
Sindhu leads Indian 
contingent at CWG

PM wishes Indian 
contingent luck

Bayern proves its still a soccer 
giant with 2-1 win over Sevilla

Cristiano Ronaldo's bicycle kick caps emphatic Real Madrid win

'Women's hockey team determined to end 12-year CWG medal drought'

Fireworks explode over Carrara Stadium as Migaloo, white whale is also displayed, during the opening ceremony of 2018 Commonwealth Games, Gold Coast in 
Australia on Wednesday.

AP/PTI

Olympic silver medallist PV Sindhu bears the Tricolour as she 
leads the Indian contingent at Carrara Stadium.

AP/PTI

Cristiano Ronaldo (centre) at Allianz Stadium, Turin, Italy, on April 3.

XXI COMMONWEALTH GAMES

Gold Coast, April 4 (PTI): 
Australia celebrated its an-
cestry and native traditions 
in a soul-stirring Common-
wealth Games opening 
ceremony but protests by 
indigenous aboriginals 
against the very idea of 
Commonwealth came as 
a poignant reminder of 
the unforgotten colonial 
brutalities.

Ironically, Australia's 
aboriginal heritage was 
the central theme of the 
ceremony which lasted a 
little over two hours under 
overcast and often drizzling 
skies.

The buzz that seemed 
lacking in the build-up to 
the Games was very much 
there during the ceremony, 
attended by the British Roy-
als, as Gold Coast turned 

out in numbers to welcome 
71 nations of the Common-
wealth.

The Indian contingent, 
led by flag-bearer Olympic 
silver-medallist PV Sindhu 
walked out to a warm re-
ception from the nearly 
25,000 strong crowd which 
filled up the stadium that 
will also host the athletics 
event as well.

The Indians ditched 
tradition for comfort in the 
ceremony, marching out in 
blazers and trousers rather 
than the conventional sa-
rees and bandhgalas.

But the festivities in-
side could not completely 
overshadow the protests 
by aboriginal groups, who 
raised slogans and blocked 
the Queen's Baton Relay for 
close to an hour at The Spit 

area of the city.
They protested against 

the brutalities committed 
during Britain's occupa-
tion and insisted that the 
country should have noth-
ing to do with the Com-
monwealth, given the land 
and a generation that was 
"stolen" by the colonial 
masters.

The party went on 
nonetheless and the cer-
emony began with a count-
down sequence that wel-
comed the visitors to the 
"oldest living culture in the 
world" and went on to pay 
tribute to Australia's heri-
tage before the European 
invasion.

"It is fitting that the 
Commonwealth Games 
is known as 'The Friend-
ly Games' as one of the 

world's friendliest coun-
tries has invited us into 
their homes for this mo-
mentous sporting event," 
said Prince Charles, repre-
senting the Queen at the 
ceremony, before declaring 
the Games open.

Accompanied by his 
wife Camilla Parker Bowles, 
Prince Charles walked 
along the parade track, 
cheered on by a packed 
stadium. The Royal couple 
had landed in Brisbane this 
morning.

They were welcomed 
warmly as they walked 
with two Yugambeh Elders, 
Ted Williams and Patrica 
O'Connor. Yugambehs are 
an aboriginal tribe, who 
number a mere 10,000 in 
Australia but are a symbol 
of Australia's indigenous 

past.
In fact, it was all about 

revisiting the past as the 
ceremony paid an emo-
tional homage to the Aus-
tralian heritage, especially 
the aboriginals, the indig-
enous people who suffered 
massively after the Europe-
an invasion in the country.

A skycam was launched 
to the soundtrack of a 
soaring eagle to reveal an 
aboriginal family in the 
stands. A young girl in 
group used a smartphone 
to activate a digital count-
down superimposed over a 
sky full of stars.

The aboriginal fam-
ily in the stands was Del-
vene Cockatoo-Collins, 
who designed the medals 
for the Games. Her niece 
Isabella Graham activated 

the countdown which took 
off from 65,000 years.

Most of the countdown 
passed in a blur and when it 
ended, a burst of pyrotech-
nics created a blue dome of 
light, representing planet 
earth at the centre of space.

What followed was an 
imaginative celebration of 
the past, present and future 
of Australia and most no-
tably, the way of life at 'the 
surfers' paradise' of this 
magnificent city.

It went back to the time 
when Australia was con-
nected to Antarctica, rep-
resented by a white whale 
Migaloo, which migrates 
an arduous 12,000km 
from Antarctica to North 
Queensland every year to 
mate and give birth.

One of the most touch-
ing moments of the cere-
mony was when childhood 
abuse survivor Damien 
Rider was revealed one of 
the last baton-bearers be-
fore it reached the Carrara 
Stadium.

Rider is a celebrated 
campaigner against child 
abuse here and broke three 
world records while pad-
dling 800km from Coolan-
gatta to Bondi on his board. 
His 17-day effort made him 
a recognised face Down 
Under.

Share the Dream - Gold 
Coast had been asking its 
inhabitants and visitors be-
fore the Games and though 
that dream did not find 
resonance with some, it did 
have quite a ring among 
those who braved the rain 
to celebrate the Aussie 
spirit.

Gold Coast, April 4 (IANS): 
Star shuttler P.V Sindhu led 
the Indian contingent at 
a glittering opening cere-
mony which launched the 
21st edition of the Com-
monwealth Games here on 
Wednesday.

The Rio Olympics silver 
medallist carried the tri-
colour at the head of the 
Indian contingent which 
also included fellow bad-
minton stars H.S. Pranoy 
and Kidambi Srikanth.

Star shooter Gagan 
Narang, woman discuss 
thrower Seema Poonia and 

the men's and women's 
hockey squads were also 
present among the Indian 
contingent. India have 
sent a total of 222 sport-
spersons to these Games.

The country had se-
cured a total of 64 med-
als at the 2014 Common-
wealth Games in Glasgow, 
Scotland, which included 
15 gold, 30 silver and 19 
bronze.

A total of 71 nations 
will compete in 275 events 
across 19 disciplines at the 
Games which will con-
clude on April 15.

New Delhi, April 4 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi extended his best 
wishes to the Indian con-
tingent for the Gold Coast 
Commonwealth Games, 
saying the whole country 
is behind the athletes.

The multi-sport extrav-
aganza begins on Wednes-
day with the opening cer-
emony in the Australian 
city known for its sandy 
beaches and surfing spots.

"All the best to the ath-
letes representing India 
at the Gold Coast 2018 
Commonwealth Games! 
Our sportspersons have 
worked tremendously 
hard and the Games will be 
a wonderful opportunity 
to showcase their talent. 

Every Indian is cheering 
for our contingent," Modi 
tweeted.

Hit by a needle con-
troversy but in high spirits 
nonetheless, the jumbo 
Indian contingent would 
be aiming to make it all 
good with strong medal-
winning performances.

In d i a  h a v e  s e n t  a 
strong 220-strong contin-
gent to the 21st edition of 
the Games.

Wo r l d  c h a m p i o n 
weightlifter Mirabai Chanu 
will be in focus for her high 
medal-winning chances 
but India's high-profile 
shuttlers and boxers will 
also be watched keenly 
when they open their cam-
paigns on Thursday.

Seville, April 4 (IANS): Bayern Munich 
came back from a deficit here Tuesday to 
defeat Sevilla 2-1 in the first leg of their 
Champions League quarter-final and 
give the Spanish club a high mountain to 
climb in next week's return engagement 
in Germany.

Playing without their on-field leader, 
the suspended Ever Banega, Sevilla were 
the better side in the first half and would 
have taken a 1-0 lead to the dressing room 
but for an unfortunate deflection, reports 
EFE news agency.

After conceding three corners to 
mighty Bayern in the opening minutes 
of Tuesday night's match, Sevilla settled 
into the game and began to create space 
on the counter.

Pablo Sarabia found himself alone in 
front of Bayern keeper Sven Ulreich in the 
20th minute, but failed to execute.

The visitors' first shot came six min-
utes later, an effort from distance by 
Thiago Alcantara that posed no problem 

for Sevilla goalkeeper David Soria.
The confident home side continued 

to press and Sarabia redeemed himself, 
scoring in the 32nd minute to put Sevilla 
ahead.

The Spanish team, making their first 
appearance in the quarterfinals, appeared 
to be in full control until a Franck Ribery 
cross deflected off Jesus Navas and under 
a diving Soria in the 37th minute to level 
the score at 1-1.

Bayern started the second half prom-
isingly, yet Franco Vazquez would have 
put Sevilla ahead again if not for a timely 
intervention by defender Javi Martinez.

Soria denied Martinez in the 66th 
minute, but was helpless two minutes 
later when defender Sergio Escudero in-
advertently redirected Thiago's shot into 
the net.

The visitors made the 2-1 advantage 
hold up and will be the clear favourites 
when the teams meet in the second leg at 
Munich's Allianz Arena.

Turin, April 4 (IANS): Cris-
tiano Ronaldo led Real Ma-
drid to a resounding 3-0 
victory over Juventus in the 
first leg of their Champions 
League quarter-final here, 
scoring twice - the second 
with a bicycle kick for the 
ages - and assisting on the 
third goal.

The Portugal star boost-
ed his goal total for the 
current Champions League 
campaign to 14 and put 
the Blancos well on the 
way to qualifying for the 
semi-finals as they pursue 
a third straight triumph in 
Europe's elite club com-
petition, reports EFE news 
agency.

Real Madrid coach 
Zinedane Zidane started 
Tuesday night's game with 
the same squad that beat 
Juventus 4-1 last spring 
in the 2017 Champions 
League final, leaving Ga-
reth Bale on the bench in 
favour of Isco Alarcon in 
midfield.

Isco was quick to repay 
the coach's confidence, 
delivering the cross that 
resulted in Ronaldo's first 
goal of the night, just three 
minutes into the contest.

Juve looked poised to 
equalise in the 22nd min-
ute, but Real Madrid goal-
keeper Keylor Navas came 
up with a great stop on a 
rocket from close range by 
Gonzalo Higuain.

Ten minutes later, the 
cross-bar saved Juve from 

Gold Coast, April 4 (IANS): India's 
women hockey team captain 
Rani Rampal has vowed to end 
the side's 12-year medal drought 
at the Commonwealth Games as 
the Asian champions begin their 
campaign here with a group stage 
clash against Wales on Thursday.

The women's outfit last won 
the CWG gold in 2002 followed 
by a silver medal in 2006. But 
in the last few years, the team 
has achieved couple of of firsts 
-- qualifying for the 2016 Olym-
pics and winning the Asia Cup in 
November last year.

"We are here to finish on the 
podium and nothing less," ex-
pressed Rani in an official release 
on Wednesday.

"We have worked in the past 
two months at the national camp 
with a sole purpose of doing well 
against European and Oceanic 
teams. Our focus on improving 
strength and agility was mainly 
to stay up to speed when we play 
against a quality team like Eng-
land and we are looking forward 
to that match specifically to see 
where we stand," Rani said.

But to reach the podium, the 
World No.10 team needs to get 
past initial hurdle in Pool A which 
has Wales, Malaysia, England and 
South Africa. "It is a challenging 
Pool but I believe we can sur-
mount to the next stage," asserted 
chief coach Harendra Singh.

"I am happy with the way they 

played in the practice matches 
where we beat Queensland 5-0 
and lost 1-3 to Canada. Though 
against Canada we could have 
started the first quarter better, I 
am sure the girls will apply every-
thing we have learnt in the last 
two camps in match situation," 
Harendra stated.

Vice captain Savita will start 
in goal. Rajani Etimarpu is the 
reserve goalkeeper while the de-
fence is packed with experience 
and grit in the form of Deepika, 
Sunita Lakra, Deep Grace Ekka, 
Gurjit Kaur and Sushila Chanu 
Pukhrambam.

Monika, Namita Toppo, Nikki 
Pradhan, Neha Goyal and Lilima 
Minz will form the midfield while 

Rani, Vandana Katariya, Lal-
remsiami, Navjot Kaur, Navneet 
Kaur and Poonam Rani will form 
India's attack. With a good one 
week spent at the competition 
arena, the team is looking to start 
with a win on Thursday. Though 
India have excelled in the past 
against Wales, Rani says the team 
will not rely on past results. 

"Every tournament is like a 
new chapter, any team can come 
up as winners and we cannot 
take an opponent lightly going 
by previous results," she said after 
putting in 45 minutes of grind 
with the team going about drills 
in attack and defending penalty 
corners on Wednesday afternoon.

Their second match on April 6 

is against a lower ranked Malaysia 
who are No.22 in the World. But it 
is their third match against Olym-
pic Champions England on April 
8 that will put this team to Test. 
England are undoubtedly strong 
contenders for the gold and to 
do well against them will be a big 
motivation for the team.

"We are focused on our team 
goals and don't want to think 
about previous matches. We have 
a fresh outlook, we want to play 
to our strength and not focus on 
what the other team's strategies 
are," she said. "We have had good 
training sessions here over the 
past week, the mood is upbeat 
among the team and we are ready 
for the challenge."

falling behind 2-0 off a shot 
by Toni Kroos.

A corner in the waning 

minutes of the first half 
found Juventus star Giorgio 
Chiellini open in front of 

the Real Madrid goal, but 
the Juve defender flubbed 
the shot and the Spanish 

outfit went to the dressing 
room with the lead.

Juve were aggressive 
after the break and an at-
tack by Paulo Dybala in the 
55th minute forced Sergio 
Ramos into a foul that will 
keep the Real Madrid de-
fender out of the second leg 
due to an accumulation of 
yellow cards.

Just as the initiative 
appeared to be shifting 
to Juventus, Chiellini and 
custodian Gianluigi Buffon 
combined to mishandle 
what should have been an 
easy clearance, setting the 
stage for Ronaldo to work 
his magic.

The ball rolled to Dani 
Carvajal and he delivered 
a cross to Ronaldo, whose 
perfectly executed bicycle 
kick found the back of the 
net before Buffon could stir.

After a moment of 
stunned silence, a sprin-
kling of applause grew into 
a standing ovation for Ron-
aldo from the Juve sup-
porters.

As if going down 2-0 
with 23 minutes left wasn't 
bad enough, the Bianco-
neri found themselves 
reduced to 10 men just 
minutes later after Dybala 
was sent off for a second 
yellow card.

Marcelo, with an assist 
from Ronaldo, made it 3-0 
in the 72nd minute.

For Juve, it was only the 
second defeat in their last 
76 matches at home.


