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Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, April 3 (EMN): A 
power outage in Dimapur 
that lasted for more than 
seven hours sparked pan-
ic among citizens who, it 
must be said, have seen it 
all before.  

It  is  April  –  which 
means, for Dimapur, sum-
mer is knocking outside 
the door. And the arrival of 
the hotter days, especially 
in the district, has almost 
always meant trouble for 
the state’s department of 
Power, and the citizens of 
the town.

From Monday 11 pm 
till around 6.30 pm Tues-
day, residents of Dimapur 
were left with no power 
supply.    

According to eyewit-
ness’ account, ‘a small fire’ 
started off at around 11 pm 
of April 2 at the Nagarjan 
power substation. The ex-
ecutive engineer of trans-
mission division, Nitovi A 
Wotsa told Eastern Mirror 
that one of the power trans-
formers at said station had 
caught fire on the night of 
April 2 and ‘brought under 
control in a few minutes by 
the fire department’.

Asked if this was the 
reason behind the power 
outage, Wotsa claimed that 
the transformer has been 

Tribute monument to Olympian Dr. T Ao likely to be laid in Dimapur soon  

Old ghost haunts powerless Dimapur SC refuses to stay its order on SC/ST Act

Modi withdraws order 
threatening scribes 
over fake news

Soldier killed, four others 
injured in Pakistan firing on LoC 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 29° 15°

Agartala 36° 21°

Gangtok 25° 11°

Guwahati 36° 18°

Imphal 31° 14°

Itanagar 32° 17°

Shillong 24° 10°

Delhi 38° 23°

Kolkata 35° 23°

Chennai 35° 26°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 24.9° 12.4°
DIMAPUR 34° 18.2°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 80%
DIMAPUR Nil 91%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
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Either I will find a way, 
or I will make one.

~ Philip Sidney
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Light nahibo koishe teh... 
Thank you government.

~ Arien
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A file picture of fire-fighters attempting to douse a fire that broke out at Nagarjan sub-station in Dimapur on November 12, 2017.

Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio addressing a meeting on Tuesday in Kohima.

‘restored’. Wotsa, however, 
maintained that his ‘team’ 
was working to ascertain 
the cause of the ‘problem’. 
He also informed that the 
state government has or-
dered for another trans-
former which is already 

in transit from Madhya 
Pradesh to help ease the 
power supply in the dis-
trict.

Also, the state’s depart-
ment of Power issued a 
press release on Tuesday 
citing ‘technical snag’ that 

occurred at 132KV sub-sta-
tion in Nagarjan, Dimapur 
around 11PM on April 2 as 
the cause behind the black-
out for almost eight hours. 

“Due to the compli-
cated nature of the break-
down, despite all out ef-

forts by the department, 
much time was required to 
restore power supply to the 
entire district. The depart-
ment deeply regrets the 
inconvenience caused to 
the consumers under the 
district,” it stated.

New Delhi, April 3 (IANS): 
The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday declined to stay 
its ruling which activists 
say has diluted a law aimed 
at preventing atrocities on 
Dalits and tribes.

A bench of Justice 
Adarsh Kumar Goel and 
Justice Uday Umesh Lalit, 
however, said compensa-
tion can be paid to vic-
tims under The Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes (Prevention of Atroc-
ities) Act, 1989, even with-
out a FIR being registered.

The bench said this on 
a plea by the Centre seeking 
recall of its March 20 order 
where the apex court had 
said that no arrest would 
be affected on a complaint 

under the Act without an 
inquiry.

‘No plan to change 
reservation policy’
The government has no 
plan to do away with quota 
policy for Dalits and tribes, 
Union Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh said on Tues-
day.

The assurance came a 
day after violent protests 
claimed nine lives against 
a Supreme Court order that 
dilutes a law on preventing 
atrocities against the mar-
ginalized communities in 
the country.

Speaking in the Lok 
Sabha, Rajnath Singh 
dubbed as rumours specu-
lation that the government 

wanted to end the reserva-
tion system. "Rumours are 
being spread about reser-
vation policy, it is wrong.

"I appeal to all political 
parties to help in main-
taining peace and amity in 
the country," he said amid 
noisy protests in the House.

O p p o s i t i o n  m e m -
bers shouted slogans and 
were on their feet in pro-
test against the Supreme 
Court's March 20 order 
diluting certain provisions 
of the Scheduled Castes 
and Tribes (Prevention of 
Atrocities) Act, 1989.

Rajnath Singh said the 
government acted swiftly 
and had already filed a pe-
tition in the top court seek-
ing review of its order.

New Delhi, April 3 (PTI): 
The Information and 
Broadcasting Ministry to-
day withdrew its conten-
tious press release on fake 
news after a directive from 
the Prime Minister's Office

"PIB Press Release 
titled 'Guidelines for Ac-
creditation of Journalists 
amended to regulate Fake 
News' issued on 02 April 
2018 stands withdrawn," 
the ministry said in a brief 
statement.

Taking note of condem-
nation from various quar-
ters, the PMO had ordered 
the ministry to withdraw 
the release, holding that the 
decision on what amounts 
to fake news should be left 
to press bodies

According to official 
sources, the PMO also 
felt that the government 
should not interfere in the 

matter.
The ministry had yes-

terday announced meas-
ures to contain fake news 
saying the accreditation of 
a journalist could be per-
manently cancelled if the 
scribe is found generating 
or propagating fake news.

The amended guide-
lines stated that if the pub-
lication or telecast of fake 
news was confirmed, ac-
creditation of the journalist 
would be suspended for six 
months in the first violation 
and for one year in case of a 
second violation

In case of a third viola-
tion, his or her accredita-
tion would be cancelled 
permanently, the informa-
tion and broadcasting min-
istry said in a release

However, the press re-
lease did not define what is 
fake news.

Jammu, April 3 (IANS): 
One of the five soldiers 
injured on Tuesday in Paki-
stan shelling and firing on 
the Line of Control (LoC) 
in Jammu and Kashmir's 
Poonch district has suc-
cumbed in hospital, a de-
fence official said."Sepoy 
Mu s t a p u re  Sh u b h a m 
Suryakant, 20, a resident 
of Maharashtra, who was 

injured along with four 
other soldiers including a 
lieutenant and two JCOs in 
Pakistani firing in Krishna 
Ghati (KG) sector has suc-
cumbed to injuries," said a 
defence spokesman.

Pakistan Army started 
unprovoked shelling and 
firing targeting Indian posi-
tions in Krishna Ghati sec-
tor on Tuesday morning, 

police said.
"The firing started at 

7.30 a.m. The injured, in-
cluding an officer, were 
airlifted to an Army hospi-
tal in Udhampur town," a 
police source said. "Indian 
troops retaliated effectively 
and strongly."  This is third 
consecutive ceasefire viola-
tion in as many days by the 
Pakistan Army.

Our Correspondent 
Imphal, April 3 (EMN): Documentation of 
birds has been started in the hill district of 
Tamenglong too – considering the impor-
tance of conserving Manipur’s biodiversity. 
Tamenglong borders with Assam’s Haflong 
and Nagaland’s Peren areas.

Wildlife Warden Nehemiah Panmei of 
Tamenglong district along with Mordecai 
Panmei of The Corbett Foundation, who is 
a member of The Rainforest Club Tamen-
glong, took up the initiative recently –coin-
ciding with the arrival of flowering season.

The documentation of birds was taken 
up at Atengba village, located on the west-
ern flank of Tamenglong district and locat-
ed about 100 km west of the state capital. 
The village is rich in biodiversity having the 
most scenic and panoramic Zeilad Lake on 
one side while a salt lick sits on the other 
side towards the Makru River.

Generally the thick-billed green pigeon 
(Azuinah) and pin-tailed green pigeon 
(Ngamzainah) have been flocking the vil-
lage every year during March to August for 
as long as the villagers can remember.  

Locally known as Ngamzainah and 
Azuinah, these colourful resident birds of 

the state also often features in Rongmei 
devotional songs. 

In the ongoing birds documenta-
tion exercise in order to conserve its 
bio-diversity, the villagers of Atengba and 
Charinapeng villages were also sensitised 
through talks and field works where the 
locals took to the role of expert and guides, 
Mordecai of The Rainforest Club Tamen-
glong said. The sensitising exercise had a 
positive impact on the villagers who had 
even dismantled old traps in and around 
the villages, it was informed. 

Hunting of these birds for consump-
tion and commercial purpose was one of 
the main sources of the villagers’ liveli-
hood, according to various media reports. 
But since the last two years, the villagers 
have taken up a new initiative to protect 
the birds when they visit the salt lick. 

As a result, these birds are safe in their 
natural habitat. According to RK Birjit, state 
coordinator of Indian Bird Conservation 
Network, green pigeon is widely available 
in most parts of the state except in the 
high altitude areas. In winter, many migra-
tory birds, particularly Amur Falcon, visits 
Tamenglong every year, it was informed. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, April 3 (EMN): 
Renowned businessman 
and philanthropist Yash-
itsungba Ao, considered 
a pioneer entrepreneur 
among Nagas in Nagaland, 
passed away at the age of 90 
years on Tuesday at Eden 
Medical Centre in Dimapur 
after a brief illness. 

He leaves behind two 
sons, two daughters and 
four grand children. Born 
to late Takanungba Aier and 
Longernaro Longchar on 
April 15 1927, Ao hails from 
Süngratsü village under 
Mokokchung district. He 
started his career as a busi-
nessman in the 1960s going 
on to become a prominent 
contractor. Zion Hospital 
and Research Centre and 
Eden Medical Centre Di-

Dimapur, April 3 (EMN): 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio 
on Tuesday said that the 
appointment of advisors 
to various departments 
of the Nagaland govern-
ment – against which an 
organisation has filed an 
RTI recently – was done 
after thorough consultation 
‘with legal luminaries’.

According to a DIPR 
report on Tuesday, the chief 
minister made this state-
ment while addressing 
‘AHoDs and HoDs at Sec-
retariat Conference Hall (in 
Kohima) under the chair-
manship of Chief Secretar, 
Temjen Toy’. 

“On the 91st Amend-
ment of downsizing and re-
stricting the appointments 
of parliamentary secre-
taries and the question of 
office of profit, Rio said 
advisors were appointed 
in various departments 
after thorough consulta-
tion with legal luminar-
ies. Their talents, expertise 
and experience he added 
will contribute towards 
the development of the 
departments. He urged all 

the departments to extend 
their fullest cooperation 
to the advisors,” the DIPR 
report read. 

“...Neiphiu Rio said that 
the People’s Democratic Al-
liance (PDA) is committed 
to enhance the quality of 
life of the citizen. The PDA 
government came to power 
with lots of promises and 
without the support and 
cooperation of HoDs and 
officers all this promises 
cannot be achieved....He 
called on re-inculcating 
work culture and main-
tain punctuality, working 
with accountability and 
transparency to fulfil the 
commitment and promises 
of the government and im-
prove and enhance the life 
of the people,” the report 
read. 

The chief minister was 
also reported as saying that 
‘non-settlement of some 
symbolic issues’ has pro-
longed the Naga political 
issue. “He further apprised 
that the Centre for Peace 
and Non Violence will be 
created, for the same pur-
pose. The centre will be 

headed by non-govern-
mental intellectual, experi-
enced, unbiased, someone 
who will come above indi-
vidualism, tribalism, and 
someone who will work 
with Nagaism in mind.  The 
PDA government will assist 
and actively facilitate on 
the ongoing political proc-
ess,” it reported the chief 
minister as saying. 

On the issue of govern-
ance, Rio said that every 

department should set a 
target and follow the same. 
He urged all government 
employees ‘to link their 
service with their Aadhar 
card to do away with ghost 
employees or double or 
triple employees’. 

Rio expressed happi-
ness at elected representa-
tives, government officials 
and representatives of the 
church and civil organisa-
tions choosing to cooper-

ate with the government’s 
decision to do away with 
VIP culture. 

It reported the chief 
minister as saying that 
‘road is the face of the state’.  
“He said that 50 crores have 
been sanctioned for im-
mediate repair of roads 
in Kohima and Dimapur 
which will be done by the 
concerned department 
(sic)”.

“...He apprised of the 

proposal to create a special 
road from secretariat to 
assembly road which will 
also start soon. He assured 
monitoring of the ongoing 
four laning works between 
Kohima and Dimapur. 
Technical Committee and 
High Level Committee 
headed by the chief min-
ister have been set up to 
ensure timely completion 
of big ongoing projects,” 
the report read. 

Rio also informed that 
the ‘common minimum 
programme’ of the PDA 
government will be re-
leased very soon. “Rio also 
highlighted on many other 
issues including the Invest-
ment and Developmental 
Board, public grievances 
cell, economy, women is-
sues etc. He mentioned 
that more importance to be 
given to sports and engage 
more of our youth in sports 
activity. Also to recognise 
and respect legendary (Dr.) 
T Ao, foundation stone 
will be laid in Dimapur by 
March or by early April.

“He further said that 
UPSC qualified written 

candidate will be given 
professional coaching. Also 
excursion tour at Delhi for 
selected students every 
year. He also said that for 
students studying outside 
will be given 5 lakh in the 
event of unfortunate death.

“He emphasised that 
with the help of Civil Avia-
tion policy and Regional 
Connectivity of Northeast, 
Kohima will soon build a 
short run away for connec-
tivity,” it reported. He also 
said that Australian Private 
Company Cooperate So-
cial Responsibility was go-
ing to provide aircraft and 
build a short runway for 
free, it added.  Rio also said 
that the Jawaharlal Nehru 
National Urban Renewal 
Mission (JNNURM) ‘will be 
transformed into transport 
and will use as town buses 
in Dimapur, particularly 
from Chumukedima to 
Dimapur’. 

He also stated that the 
departments taking up 
the projects in ENPO area 
should be highlighted so 
that the departmental ac-
tivities are made known.

mapur are sheer testimo-
nies of his humanitarian 
work and he was the chair-
man of these two centres.

Ao was awarded ‘Life-
time Achievement Award’ 
in 2010 on the occasion of 
North East Expo'  in recog-
nition of his contribution 
and achievements as an 
entrepreneur, and Süngrat-
sü Senso Mondang's ‘Best 
Citizen Award’ in 2007. 

Recognised as a gener-
ous individual and an ac-
tive social worker, Ao took 
up responsibility as Army 
Contractors and Suppli-
ers Union president and 
Nagaland Contractors and 
Suppliers Union advisor. 
Till his passing away he was 
the treasurer of Dimapur 
Süngratsü Union, Ao Un-
ion Dimapur treasurer and 
treasurer of Nagaland Foot-
hills Road Co-ordination 
Committee (NFHRCC). 

It was informed that 
the funeral service of Yas-
hitsungba Ao will be held 
at state stadium near DC 
court Dimapur on April 4 
at 12 noon. 

Meanwhile, the Busi-
ness Association of Na-
gas has informed that all 
business establishments in 
Dimapur will remain shut 
from 12 noon till 2 pm on 
April 4 in a mark of respect 
for Yashi Ao. 

Philander stars in S Africa's 3-1 
Test series win vs Australia   |  P12
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Opposition party will fight for 
people’s right – Azheto Zhimomi

Uniformed personnel pen poetry book 

‘Nagaland has lot of potential in horticulture’

‘The three truths’ drama staged to 
culminate 30-day theatre workshop

Lotha students of Mokokchung 
conduct annual conference

Dimapur Govt. College 
sends off retiring professor

Citizens march for clean Dimapur CM and others convey condolences

Governor condoles with Singh’s demise

Rio to attend regional workshop

Advisor pays maiden visit to NIDC

 Azheto Zhimomi and Moatoshi Longkumer with party workers during the felicitation function at NPF office in Dimapur.

Sushil Kumar Patel and NEZCC officials with the partcipants at Town Hall in Dimapur during the 
culmination  programme of the 30 days theatre workshop.

Students holding placards during the march for 
clean Dimapur.

Executive members of Mokokchung Lotha Students’ Union during the 33rd annual conference at 
Mokokchung Town Hall in Mokokchung on March 31.

(L-R) The author with his wife and child, SDPO and SP Wokha releasing the book.
EM Images

NFS 3rd federal assembly
The assembly secretariat of the Naga Students’ Federation (NSF) has informed that the 
3rd federal assembly for the tenure 2017-2019 has been scheduled on April 5  at 10 am at 
Mokokchung village in Mokokchung. The programme is being hosted by the Ao Kaketshir 
Mungdang (Ao for: Ao Students’ Conference). Federating units, sub-ordinate bodies and senior 
leaders of NSF have been requested to attend.

Lizumi Kuqhakulu convenes meeting
The Lizumi Kuqhakulu Dimapur (LKD) has convened a meeting on April 7 at its banker, Hokiye 
Zhimo’s residence at Thilixu village at 3 pm. All the members have been asked to attend the 
meeting.

Wokha planning board calls monthly meeting 
The monthly meeting of Wokha District Planning Development Board DPDB has been scheduled 
on April 11. Members have been requested to attend the meeting positively.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Our Correspondent 
Wokha, April 3 (EMN): 
Superintendent of Police, 
Wokha, Bharat Laxman-
Markad, has released a po-
etry book titled “Wavering 
Hearts” written by UBSI 
Anito Kiba on April 3 in 
his office’s conference hall 
in Wokha.

The district police 
chief was overwhelmed 
to see a poet in uniform 
and wished him success 
in his endeavour. “Nothing 

is impossible if we have 
the passion,” he said add-
ing that the launching of 
the poetry book was one 
example. Congratulating 
UBSI Anito Kiba, he stated 
that the achievement is an 
inspiration for all officers, 
staff and colleagues.

The author has de-
scribed “Wavering Heart” 
as a reflection of his 
thoughts born out of art 
and passion and dedica-
tion to English romantic 

poets.
The Anito Kiba, who 

is serving as an UBSI in 
Wokha district, had ear-
lier released a book titled 
‘Poetry for Nagaland’ in 
2005. The author also read 
out some of the lines from 
“Wavering Hearts’ dur-
ing the launching pro-
gramme. 

The book will be avail-
able at Heritage Publishing 
House near DABA Dun-
can, Dimapur, Nagaland.

Dimapur, April 3 (EMN): A number of organisations and 
individual has conveyed condolences at the death of 
Yashitsungba Aier, the chairman and proprietor of Zion 
hospital, Dimapur and Eden Medical Centre, Dimapur 
who passed away on April 3 in Dimapur.
Chief Minister: Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio is saddened 
by the demise of Yashitsungba Aier, a well known phi-
lanthropist who passed away in Dimapur on April 3 at 
the age of 92. 

In a condolence message, Rio said Aier was one of the 
senior most contractors well known for his humanitarian 
works. He described him as a generous and active social 
worker who built numerous churches besides helping 
various unions and organisations. 

As chairman / proprietor of Zion Hospital and Re-
search Centre and Eden Medical Centre, Rio said Aier 
endeavoured to provide state-of-the-art yet affordable 
health care facilities and services to the people of the 
State and beyond. He was a man who dedicated his life 
to the welfare of the people besides raising his children to 
be exemplary citizens of the state, he added. 

Rio lamented that ‘we have lost a good soul whose 
contributions to the society will stand the test of time.’ 

The chief minister along with his family conveyed 
condolences to the bereaved family and prayed that the 
Almighty God bestow his grace and strength upon them. 
He also offered prayer for the departed soul to rest in 
eternal peace.
NDPP: The Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP) has conveyed condolences on the demise of late 
Yashitsungba Aier. 

A message from the NDPP president Chingwang Kon-
yak, lauded Aier’s compassion for humanity. 

His demise is a great loss for Naga society and the 
vacuum created by his passing away will be impossible 
to fill, the message added.
NPCC: The Nagaland Pradesh Congress committee 
(NPCC) president K Therie has expressed sadness over 
the demise of Yashitsüngba Aier. 

Aier was an honest contractor who contributed im-
mensely towards the upliftment of Naga society. He has 
also made massive contributions to the health, welfare 
and future of the people of not only Nagaland but also 
of the neighbouring states in establishing Zion Hospital 
and Research Centre and the much long felt need of the 
region - Eden Medical Centre, bringing quality healthcare 
while making it more affordable for patients, Therie said.
CNTC: The Central Nagaland Tribes Council (CNTC) has 
expressed shock at the demise of Yashitsungba, who they 
said was a true philanthropist who dedicated all his life, 
energy and resources in the service of his fellowmen. 

‘The services he rendered towards the people are 
truly outstanding and noteworthy which the people of 
Nagaland will always fondly cherish in their memories,’ 
the CNTC stated.
G Kaito: Minister for Agriculture and Cooperation, G 
Kaito Aye has expressed sadness over the demise of Yas-
hitsungba Aier.  He expressed regret over the loss of a ‘fa-
therly figure’ and a shoulder that he leans on throughout 
his difficult times. He was truly a trendsetter who has left 
a lasting legacy for the generations to come, Kaito said. 

The minister and family extended condolences and 
share the pain with the bereaved family and offered 
prayer for the departed soul.
Tongpang Ozukum: Minister of Public Works depart-
ment, Tongpang Ozukum is shocked at the demise of 
Yashitsungba Aier.The minister said Aier was an honest, 
polite and upright man who stood for the welfare of the 
people and also a renowned philanthropist from Sun-
gratsu village. 

While lamenting over an irreparable loss, Ozukum 
conveyed condolences to the bereaved family and prayed 
for the bereaved family and the departed soul.

Besides, the NPF Minority Wing; Nagaland Govern-
ment Registered Class-1 Contractors’ Union; Nagaland 
Contractors’ & Suppliers’ Union; Ao Students’ Union, 
Dimapur; and Nagaland Medicine Dealers Association, 
also conveyed their condolences.

Dimapur, April 3 (EMN): 
Governor PB Acharya has 
expressed grieve at the 
demise of former chief 
minister of Manipur, R 
K Dorendro Singh who 
passed away on March 
30. 

The governor said 
Singh was the four times 
chief minister of Ma-
nipur from 1974 and 

1993, served as speaker 
of Manipur Legislative 
Assembly and Member of 
Parliament, Rajya Sabha. 

Describing Singh as 
a ‘personal friend and a 
good human being,’ the 
governor mentioned that 
his contribution for the 
welfare of the people of 
Manipur and the county 
will be remembered for-

ever.
In his demise, Ach-

arya said people of Ma-
nipur have lost a tall and 
prominent leader.

The governor con-
veyed his condolence to 
members of the bereaved 
family and prayed to the 
Almighty God to grant 
strength and solace to 
bear the ‘irreparable loss.’ 

Dimapur, April 3 (EMN): The new advisor 
of Horticulture department, Mhathung 
Yanthan said Nagaland has lot of potential 
to develop in the field of horticulture. To 
pursue this, he called upon the depart-
ment officers to sincerely work for farmers.

The advisor was speaking at a felicita-
tion and introductory programme organ-
ised for him by the department, on April 
3 at the Directorate of Horticulture con-
ference hall. Updates from department 
on Tuesday informed about the event. A 
press release received from department 
informed.

Yanthan remarked that the need of the 
hour is to change in approach, thinking, 
planning and to keep pace with technol-
ogy. 

Informing that many village people 
have already given up farming, Yanthan 

said the role of the department is to iden-
tify and research what went wrong. He also 
questioned the aspect of the market chain 
and lack of technical knowledge. 

It is important to identify what will be 
suitable to benefit the farmers and mo-
tivate and share various ideas to explore 
ways and means, the advisor said. Adding 
that all funds should reach to those work-
ing in the grass root level, he emphasized 
on imparting skill development and train-
ing programmes.

The chairman of the programme, by 
secretary of the department, Alan Gon-
mei, said the department is lucky to have 
the advisor who has vast knowledge and 
experiences.

Director and mission director (MIDH), 
Dr. R Elithung Lotha highlighted the activi-
ties of the department. 

Dimapur, April 3 (EMN): 
Dimapur Govt. College in 
collaboration with North 
East Zone Cultural Centre 
(NEZCC) staged a drama 
called “The Three Truths” 
on March 31 at Town Hall 
in Dimapur. 

This play was the cul-
mination of the 30 days 
‘production oriented the-
atre workshop’ which was 
conducted in the college. 
A press release from the 

college informed. 
Twenty students were 

said to have been selected 
to undergo training on 
theatrical skills, diction 
and dialogue delivery un-
der the well known drama 
teacher Vikheto Uto Chi-
shi, who also directed the 
play with assistance of 
Haisuigong Hemang. 

The deputy commis-
sioner of Dimapur, Sushil 
Kumar Patel attended the 

programme as the chief 
Guest. Director and joint 
director of NEZCC Gitol 
Sonowal and Talinokcha 
were also present during 
the event.

 The Principal of the 
college, Akok Walling wel-
comed the gathering and 
expressed gratitude to 
NEZCC for the opportu-
nity given to the college 
for students to showcase 
their acting skills. 

Dimapur, April 3 (EMN): The advisor of 
Industries and Commerce and Nagaland 
Industrial Development Corporation 
Limite (NIDC), Imnatiba paid a visit to 
the office of NIDC in Dimapur on April 3.

In a short felicitation programme 
for the advisor, the managaing direc-
tor of NIDC, CM Lotha welcomed the 
new advisor and appraised him on the 

corporation’s future visions and past 
performances. 

The advisor encouraged the mem-
bers present to be sincere and steadfast 
in their service to the public. He also 
advised all rank and files of the office to 
approach him directly anytime for any 
grievances and also sought cooperation 
from them in official matters.

Dimapur, April 3 (EMN): 
The Mokokchung Lotha 
Students’ Union (MLSU) 
conducted its 33rd annual 
conference on March 31, 
under the theme “Lotha 
Etsow Jilo Myinthung Elio 
Ji” (Lotha for: “Pride of be-
ing a Lotha”), at Mokokc-
hung Town Hall in Mokok-
chung. A press release 
received from the union 
on Tuesday informed.

T h e  p re s i d e n t  o f 
MLSU, Yantsuo S Ezung, 

said ‘Lothas should come 
together as one to pro-
mote the spirit of unity, 
while submerging differ-
ences within the Lotha 
Community.’

The president of Lotha 
Students’ Union, Libemo 
M Tsopoe, in his address 
opined that  parents 
should be responsible 
in leading their children 
to participate in society. 
Youth must also engage 
in serving the society by 

curving opportunity and 
not by reserving their abil-
ity, he said.

Citing an example of 
how the government ad-
dressed the land of Loth-
as’ as ‘Land of plenty,’ the 
assistant professor of Fazl 
Ali College, Benrithung 
Patton said ‘every Lotha 
Naga should maintain 
their own pride and con-
tribute towards Lotha So-
ciety and to the Nagas’ in 
general.’

Dimapur, April 3 (EMN): Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio 
will be attending the inaugural programme of the 4th 
regional workshop on ‘technical education’ for directors 
and principals of Northeastern states at Hotel Vivor in 
Kohima from April 7 as chief guest. Minister for Higher 
and Technical Education, TemjenImna Along will the 
guest of honour.

The workshop is being organised by department of 
Technical Education from April 7 to 9th and sponsored 
by National Institute of Technical Teachers’ Training and 
Research (NITTTR), Kolkata.

The programme will be held under the theme “Chal-
lenges in achieving excellence through accreditation in 
polytechnics of North Eastern States.”

Dimapur, April 3 (EMN): 
Dimapur Government 
College said farewell to 
one of its longest serv-
ing associate professor, 
Bendangsangba Ao who 
was also the head of Com-
merce department on 
April 3. A press release 
from the college updated 
about the vent on Tuesday.

Known for his cheer-
fulness and mischievous 
sense of humour, he was 
a teacher, mentor and 
guide to students and col-
leagues alike, he press 
release stated.

Bendangsangba is 
said to have joined Di-

mapur Government Col-
lege in June 1987. In his 
30 years association with 
the institution, the col-
lege described him as a 
closet-engineer / inven-
tor / landscape-designer 
who never hesitated to 
utilize his multiple skills 
and talents or time and 
energy for the benefit of 
the college. 

The college expressed 
that in his retirement 
from active service, ‘the 
college loses an ardent 
historian who could trace 
in detail the saga of DGC’s 
growth from its humble 
beginnings, through its 

troubled times when it 
was fighting for its surviv-
al to the dignified position 
of today.’

Bendang is said to 
have donated generously 
to several college associa-
tions and committees of 
which he was a founding 
member. He also pledged 
his continued participa-
tion in many of the on-
going developmental 
projects in the college. 

The college acknowl-
edged him for his invalu-
able service and saluted 
the integrity, sincerity and 
devotion that he exempli-
fies.

Dimapur, April 3 (EMN): 
MLA Azheto Zhimomi 
said though the party is 
not in power, the Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) is 
‘pretty much organized 
and committed to work 
for the right and welfare 

of the people.’ He assured 
that ‘the party as opposi-
tion in the assembly will 
fight for the right of the 
people.’

He was addressing the 
NPF workers based in 
Dimapur and well wish-

ers at a felicitation pro-
gramme, organised by 
NPF party workers for 
MLAs of 2 Dimapur-II and 
Dimapur-III ACs on April 
1 at party’s office in Di-
mapur. Updates received 
from the organisers on 

Tuesday informed about 
the event.

Zhimomi is said to 
have encouraged the par-
ty workers that NPF with 
collective effort and con-
tribution of all will work 
together as one family for 

strengthening and inter-
est of the party. 

He also urged the 
party functionaries not 
misguide their MLAs but 
to cooperate so that they 
can work for the public.

A l s o  s p e a k i n g  a t 
the programme, MLA 
Moatoshi Longkumer said 
‘he stand committed to 
practice what he preach,’ 
stating that he will not 
be able to fulfill the aspi-
rations of the people at 
the earliest with limited 
resources but  will endure 
it to bring about a change. 

He  s a i d  D i m a p u r 
needs change and be-
lieved that the public 
would cooperate with him 
by changing their mindset 
thus paving the way for 
the change to come to Di-
mapur. He added that the 
party alone cannot bring 
change but all concerned 
should join hands and 
work together at achieve 
our desired goal.

Dimapur Municipal Council (DMC) to 
commemorate its first foundation day 
from PWD junction to Super Market on 
March 31.

A press note was received from the 
organisers on Tuesday informed that the 
marched was aimed at creating aware-
ness among the citizens, to keep their 
surroundings clean and healthy.

Students from various schools and 
colleges, the civil societies in the city 
participated.

The Naga Council Dimapur, Naga 
Women Hoho Dimapur, Dimapur Dis-
trict Citizens Forum, Dimapur Urban 
Chairmen Council Forum, Muslim 
Council Dimapur, teacher-in-charge 
of Dimapur Govt.College, Ramjanaki 
Higher Secondary School, Ebenezer Or-
phanage Home were some of the guest 
speakers.

Dimapur, April 3 (EMN): The Team 
Clean Dimapur conducted ‘walk for 
clean Dimapur’ in collaboration with 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
1st Death Anniversary of our beloved Father

Late IMKONGtOSHI LONGKUMeR (ex-D.B)
UNGMa

BORN:- 01/04/1932   |  DIED:- 4/04/2017
Dearest Oba,

 “Forever etched in our hearts and memories”. It has been a year since you 
left us. Your wife, son, daughters, grandchildren and in-laws spend this day 
remembering your good noble deeds and ever cheerful face. It is hard to let 
go of a day without missing you dearly. But we know that you are in a better 
place and we long to be united with you again in the heavenly abode of 
peace whence our time here is done as the Lord wills.

Remembering you on this day,
~ From all your loved ones

Psalms 73:28 “But as for me, It is good to be near God. I have made the 
sovereign Lord my refuge, I will tell of all your deeds...”
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PHED minister, Jacob Zhimomi, 
addressing the department 
officials in Kohima on April 3.

Chairman of Nagaland Hotels Limited 
(NHL), Ato Yepthomi, speaking at a 
felicitation programme held in his honour 
at Hotel Saramti on April 3.

Dr. Ruopfükolhu Dolie, Medical 
Officer PHC Botsa.

Kikheto Sema with his team of officers and farmers at kiwi plantation in Tsupfume village on April 3.

NSCN (K) cautions justified acts of vengeance

Plan afoot to make NHL part of tourism dept. Officials visit project sites in Phek

Dr. Dolie: An icon of compassion, humility and passion to serve

Minister urges officers to 
inculcate sense of belonging

STATE

Kohima, April 3 (EMN): 
State minister of Public 
Health and Engineer-
ing Department (PHED), 
Jacob Zhimomi, has called 
upon the officials to incul-
cate sense of belonging to 
fulfil the purpose of being 
into the public services.

Zhimomi has made 
this call during the coor-
dination meeting of the 
department held in the 
state capital Kohima on 
April 3. Speaking at the 
programme, Zhimomi 
insisted that sense of be-
longingness should be in-
stilled to fulfil the purpose 
of being into the public 
services. Besides, he said 
efficiency, sincerity and 
dedication were required 
for any public servants to 
deliver best service to the 
citizens.

Zhimomi has advised 
the department officials 
to maintain proper record 
of the office so that the 
department would be in 

Dimapur, April 3 (EMN): 
NSCN (K) has warned of 
justified act of vengeance 
against any Naga leader 
cutting across party affili-
ation conspiring with co-
lonial forces to betray the 
established age-old Naga 
identity based on tempo-
ral political advantage.

“NSCN/GPRN can-
not remain mute and 
idle but resort to justified 
acts of vengeance equally 
against Indian Hindus, 
Indian public servants or 
civilians living anywhere 
including Nagaland and 
NIA must bear the sole 
responsibility for being 
the precursor of the des-
picable communal and 
sacrilegious acts against 
peaceful and neutral in-
stitutions of faith,” Col 
(Retd.) Isak Sumi, MIP 
deputy kilonser, stated  in 
a press release which was 
made available to media 
houses.

The statement stated 
that the long standing 
Naga issue must not be 
dragged down or equat-
ed with the present cor-
ruption riddled electoral 

politics. It was appalled 
to witness that instead of 
allowing the wounds to 
heal, the GOI had allowed 
the National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) to out-
landishly attack even the 
Naga Christian churches 
of extortion.

Stat ing that  Naga 
churches, in the true 
spirit of forgiveness had 
for decades in the face of 
all the hazards been ush-
ering peace and under-
standing between GOI 
and armed Naga politi-
cal groups and between 
conflicting Naga political 
groups without bias or 
favour, it however stated 
that NIA, in its effort to 
scuttle the Indo- Naga 
political processes and to 
completely down trod the 
Naga cause, went to the 
extent of making open 
criminal insinuations 
against the churches and 
the church leaders thus 
bringing back the horrify-
ing memories of the past 
where raping of moth-
ers and daughters inside 
the churches and razing 
down of churches after 

using them as concentra-
tion and torture chamber 
during 1955-1980’s oc-
curred all over Nagaland. 

It stated that the open 
attack on the church by 
the same forces in the 
form of NIA was an at-
tack against the collec-
tive conscience and the 
whole polity and faith of 
the Nagas and in a state 
of affairs where even the 
chief minister and top 
Naga bureaucrats of the 
state were being harassed 
and arrested with impu-
nity by NIA.

In the light of the 
above stated circum-
stances, NSCN (K) stated 
that it would not remain 
mute and idle but resort 
to justified acts of venge-
ance equally against 
Indian Hindus, Indian 
public servants or civil-
ians living anywhere in-
cluding Nagaland. In the 
same vein it stated that 
NIA must bear the sole 
responsibility for being 
the precursor of the des-
picable communal and 
sacrilegious acts against 
peaceful and neutral in-

stitutions of faith. 
It stated that NIA is no 

longer an investigative 
agency doing its bidding 
but purely a political con-
spiracy and a communal 
force attempting com-
plete subjection of the 
Nagas taking advantage 
of the situation. 

“The collaborating 
Nagas using NIA as dou-
ble edged sword of politi-
cal vendetta against their 
adversaries should not 
have taken advantage of 
the NIA led communal 
forces intent to crush the 
Nagas and NSCN in par-
ticular and to annihilate 
the Naga’s struggle alto-
gether,” it stated adding 
it shall be recorded in the 
Naga history for posterity 
to credit even their prog-
enies as traitors. 

Stating that it is a test-
ing time for all the believ-
ers in Christ, NSCN (K) 
has urged all the Nagas 
to demonstrate resilience 
and firmly uphold their 
faith by standing up to 
evil forces threatening 
their very belief and ex-
istence.

Japfu, Kohima.  
Taking note of the concern 

shared by the Hotel Saramati 
employees, Yepthomi has urged 
them to work together as an in-
dustry. While admitting that he 
might not solve their problem in 
total, Yepthomi has assured to 
lend an ear to their concern and 
work together for their benefits. 

Endorsing Hotel Saramati 
and Hotel Japfu Kohima as the 
best in terms of hospitality, the 
chairman exhorted that hotels, 
as an industry itself, is most 
respected and noble which can-
not be taken for granted. On 
this note, he pointed out that 
looking only for financial assist-
ance would not facilitate them 

but that they need to promote 
themselves as an industry and 
deliver the best. 

“I have suggested the state 
chief minister that there is more 
to do for the NHL and he has 
assured to help us in any way”, 
conveyed Yepthomi. He also 
informed that the NHL is going 
to be part of tourism depart-
ment. However, he advised them 
to think over the proposal and 
come up with their suggestions if 
they want to merge with tourism 
department or have a separate 
entity.

Yepthomi further informed 
that there was a proposal for a 
hotel at Nerhema and other dis-
tricts as well. 

Atono Tsükrü
Kohima, April 3 (EMN): It 
is rightly said that medi-
cal profession is all about 
compassion, altruism and 
credibility as they serve 
the humanity through res-
toration of patients’ health 
and give quality of life.

Of late,  much has 
been debated and written 
about the lack of dedi-
cation by professionals 
in the field of medicine 
in the state. While many 
doctors are found doing 
lucrative business in the 
towns rather than in their 
place of posting, there are 
some handful of dedicated 
doctors - ‘unknown and 
unheard’ to the people- 
who are quietly serving the 
needy community in re-
mote corners of the state.

One such among the 
few is Dr. Ruopfükolhu 
Dolie, Medical Officer 
(NHM) of Primary Health 
Centre, Botsa village. His 
dedication to the service 
is best known by the com-
munity.

‘Despite indifferent 
attitude from the govern-
ment, the doctor gives 
his best to the commu-
nity and often goes out of 
his way to help the needy 
patients even from neigh-
bouring villages,’ said a 
villager.

‘He is available for us 
24/7 - be it day or night. 
He even goes to neigh-
bouring villages to pick up 
sick people, who are too 
poor to afford the travel 
expenses and treat them 
free of cost,’ said another 
villager. 

It was told that apart 
from his official duty, 
which he does with ut-
most sincerity and dedi-
cation, Dr. Dolie has 
spearheaded numerous 
community works in the 
village by bringing positive 
changes. 

To devote full time 
service, the doctor has 
brought his wife and two 
children to his place of 
posting. The villagers testi-
fied that he is on call even 
on Sundays and that he 
never refused to see any 
patient.

This young doctor has 
to his credit the Phom Day 
Award for the ‘Best Medi-
cal Professionalism Award’ 
during the State Road 
show held at Longleng 
from July 6-7, 2009. The 
inscription on the cer-
tificated stated: ‘Whose 
earnestness, generosity 
and devotion in fostering 
health and medical care 
for the community is im-
mensely commendable.’

Into the 10th year of 
medical profession, Dr. 
Dolie has willingly ac-
cepted his profession as 
a ‘mission’ to serve the 
downtrodden and the 
lesser lots of the humanity 
in the remote corners of 
the state.

Dr. Dolie completed 
his MBBS from Jiwaji Uni-
versity in Gwalior, Madhya 
Pradesh, in 2005 and later 
served in Makunda Mis-
sion Hospital, Assam, for 
some few years. He was 
first posted as medical of-
ficer of Longleng district 
hospital in October 2008 
where served for one and 
half year when he was 
conferred with the prestig-
ious award the following 
year.

He was later trans-
ferred to Touphema in 
2010 and had served for 
two years and on request 
by the villagers, he was 
retained at PHC Botsa vil-
lage serving for the last five 
years. Since then, about 12 
villages viz. Botsa, Seiyha-
ma, Seiyha Basa, Tsieme-
khuma, Tsiemekhu Basa, 
Teichüma, Teichü Basa, 
Chiechama, Nachama, 
Tuophema, Gariphema, 
Gariphe Basa, Sendenyu, 
Terogunyu, Henbeji and 
Rümesinyu were benefit-
ted through his service.

Talking to Eastern Mir-
ror, Dr. Dolie feels that he 
is not doing anything ex-
traordinary except for his 
commitment and dedica-
tion in the service of the 
people. 

‘I believe that a doc-
tor’s profession is not 
only about diagnosing a 
sickness and prescribing 
medicines, but the best 
thing we can offer is love, DP-369
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a position to explain in 
detail when any situation 
arises. He has also an-
nounced to make surprise 
visit and inspect the office 
without any information 
in future during the work-
ing days.    

Asserting that PHE de-
partment has the bigger 
responsibility as it con-
cerns with human life, 
he urged employees to 
explore all possible ways 
to ensure that safe drink-
ing water, sanitation and 

care and comfort,’ said Dr. 
Dolie. He lamented that 
sincerity in medical pro-
fession is still found want-
ing among many doctors 
in the state. 

PHC Botsa construct-
ed in 1979 is in a dilapi-
dated condition requiring 
immediate major repair-
ing of the building and 
electrification which are 
outdated. Dr. Dolie was 
said to have cleared the 
thick jungles all by him-
self, gave facelift to the 
centre by planting flow-
ers and trees and also re-
paired and renovated the 
building to its presentable 
form.

As fund allocation 
from the government is 
meagre, Dr. Dolie often 
had to manage the ex-
penses of the centre from 
his own pocket in repair-
ing and procuring medi-
cines. And yet, he is not 
even complaining!

Though his job seems 
to be challenging at times, 
Dr. Dolie expressed his 
love for the villagers, who 

in return loved and cared 
for his family. Dr. Dolie 
said he loves to be among 
the village people. Accord-
ing to him, the close affin-
ity he manages to build 
with them was what he 
loved most. 

The young doctor 
cheerfully said he always 
find joy and satisfaction 
from the fruits of hard la-
bour, which gives him the 
opportunity to inculcate 
the virtues of patience, 
love and care to his pa-

tients.
Wherever he goes, Dr. 

Dolie gains the respect 
and love of the people 
solely through his honesty, 
compassion, strong work 
ethic, professionalism, 
humility and a passion to 
serve the people without 
any qualms. 

He has set the perfect 
example of a good doctor 
and making a difference 
in the lives of not only his 
patients but to the whole 
Nagas.

public hygienic reached 
every nook and corner of 
the state. 

The minister has as-
sured to commission 
augmentation of water 
supply to a total of 24 wa-
ter scarce villages under 
Chiephobozou RD block 
in Kohima district, Wokha 
town, and Kohima town 
(Zarü project) in a short 
period. He has further as-
sured to implement aug-
mentation of water supply 
to Dimapur and all other 
districts both rural and 
urban at the earliest.

He was confident that 
problems of water scar-
city would be solved with 
the commissioning of the 
project. Besides, he ex-
pressed confidence that 
online payment system in 
water supply would also 
improve thereby augment 
in the revenue collection 
of the department.

On the funding pat-
tern, the minister said 

things have changed in 
the centre, adding that 
those states that did not 
have their own resources 
would go through difficult 
times including Nagaland 
unless Prime Minister or 
the central government 
have sympathetic consid-
eration for the state.

Earlier, PHED chief 
engineer Er. KG Sumi pre-
sented a power point pres-
entation on the overview 
of PHED and its activities, 
while the programme was 
chaired by Dr. Moangwati 
Aier, PHED commissioner 
and secretary.

It may be recalled that 
PHED was bifurcated from 
the erstwhile PWD and 
became a fully fledged 
department in 1974. As per 
the rules of executive busi-
ness, the PHED is respon-
sible for providing safe and 
potable drinking water 
supply, safe disposal of 
solid and liquid waste and 
environmental hygiene.

Hotel Saramati employees not paid for seven months

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 3 (EMN): Secretary Land 
Resources and Finance, Y Kikheto Sema, 
accompanied by a host of officers from 
Land Resources and Finance Depart-
ment visited Integrated Watershed Man-
agement Project (IWMP) at Tsupfume 
and Chizami villages in Phek district on 
April 3. The team visited Kiwi farms in 
Tsupfume village, also known as vegeta-
ble village.

Interacting with farmers during the 
visit, Sema has encouraged the farmers 
to carry on the farming activities with 
sincerity and hardwork and assured that 
even if IWMP comes to a conclusion; the 
department would assess the projects 
and reward the villagers. He informed 
that the department would introduce 
more crops and assist them according to 
their performances.

The villagers informed that owing to 
bad weather conditions in the previous 
year, they could harvest only about 10 
metric tonnes of Kiwi. However, they are 
expecting to harvest around 15 metric 
tonnes in the current year. The farmers 
are also engaged in plum plantation. 

Having learned that Tsupfume vil-
lagers were marketing Kiwi to Kohima, 
Imphal, and Mizoram, Sema has assured 

to explore the possibility of erecting 
permanent structures for Kiwi crops to 
enhance productivity. He further urged 
them to work towards making their 
farming activities a role model for others 
to follow.

The team also visited water harvest-
ing ponds, which was initiated during 
the first batch of IWMP. During the visit, 
Sema instructed the district project of-
ficer, Phek, to indentify springshed areas 
for the purpose of water recharge.

Highlighting the prospects in coffee 
plantation, Sema encouraged the farm-
ers to explore coffee plantation as it can 
sustain for 40-50 years. He told the farm-
ers not to have any apprehension about 
marketing the produce stating that mar-
keting of coffee has been channelised.

Later, the team also visited Chizami 
and interacted with the farmers and 
village elders. Chizami is engaged in ba-
nana and yongchak plantations initiated 
by the department through first batch 
IWMP. Awareness on coffee plantation 
was also disseminated to the farmers. 
The secretary said that the department 
was ready to converge with any allied 
department for the purpose of trans-
forming rural livelihood and uplift their 
economy.

The programme was organised 
by the NHL comprising of two 
units- Hotel Saramati and Hotel 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, April 3: Hotel Saramati 
Dimapur, which was renovated 
few months back, is struggling 
to pick up with revenue while the 
49 staff have not been paid for 
seven months. This concern was 
shared by Hotel Saramati deputy 
general manager Florence Cho-
phy during a felicitation pro-
gramme of the newly appointed 
Nagaland Hotels Limited (NHL) 
chairman Ato Yepthomi.

The felicitation programme 
in honour of the new NHL chair-
man and state president of the 
National People’s Party (NPP), 
Ato Yepthomi, was held at Or-
chid conference hall of the Hotel 
Saramati, Dimapur, on April 3. 
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Eminent economist Prof. N Mohendro accompanied by journalists and scientists chairing the technical session 
of the workshop in Imphal on April 2. 

NE region vulnerable to 
climate change – Experts

Meghalaya CM moots work permit to Bangladeshi nationals

Seeks 24x7 power supply to households

Assam CM stresses need to preserve tribal culture

Assam govt to spend INR 2.58 
cr on high-mast national flag

Hotel gutted in Diphu

170 construction 
workers get registered

Bihu workshop underway in Diphu
Govt. fails to bring corruption charges against Cong— Saikia

MP objects to Centre’s AFSPA move in Arunachal

Chamling announces pension for organic farmers Mizoram inks pact with terror outfit to end decades of violence

HPC (D) cadres to surrender arms on April 12

Our Correspondent
IMPHAL, April 3 (EMN): 
Experts were of unani-
mous decision that cli-
mate change is happen-
ing in Himalayan region 
adding that the North 
eastern states are highly 
vulnerable considering 
the annual changes in 
the temperature, rainfall 
pattern. 

This was disclosed by 
experts attending the day 
long stakeholders’ work-
shop on revision of State 
Action Plan on Climate 
Change (SAPCC) 2018-
2023 here on April 2. The 
workshop was organised 
by state directorate of en-
vironment.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Prof. Ravindranath 
from the Indian Institute 
of Science, Bangalore, said 
that climate has changed 
across the globe and the 
rainfall patterns are de-
clining while the warming 
rate is on the rise as per the 
available datas. 

Stating that climate 
change is global phe-
nomenon, the author of 
four books on climate 
change and member of 
the UNFCC expert panel 
on Kyoto protocol also in-
formed that global defor-
estation will contribute to 
the climate change even 
though deforestation in 
Manipur may not give 

much impact to it. The 
temperature will rise up 
to 1.5 to 2 degree Celsius 
in the country by 2030, 
he added while making a 
presentation on climate 
change projections, im-
pacts, vulnerability and 
adaptation assessment.

Sh a r i n g  a  s i m i l a r 
sentiment, Dr. Ashok 
Singha of CTRAN, a con-
sultancy agency from Bhu-
baneshwar, said that the 
climate change impact will 
increase invasive species, 
insects and pests besides 
losing bio-diversity while 
plants will move upward 

movement with the rise in 
temperature.

Dr. Anamika Barua of 
IIT Guwahati also spoke 
on the climate change vul-
nerability assessment in 
North Eastern Region in 
the day’s workshop. Direc-
tor of state environment 
department, Dr. Y Nabach-
andra, said the discussion 
was organised in order to 
bring out second version 
of the SAPCC by revising 
the existing SAPCC 2013 
which requires revision 
as per national commit-
ments with the involve-
ment of 22 government 

departments.
Earlier in his key note, 

Dr. T Brajakumar, key of-
ficer of the state climate 
cell of the department, 
said we should align with 
the line departments so 
that we can have addition-
al budget for the imple-
mentation of the relevant 
projects in the state.

Eminent economist 
Prof. N Mohendro, sen-
ior journalists A Mobi, Y 
Rupachandra, Valley Rose, 
Lalmalsawm Sellate, Vicky 
Suantak and scientists of 
ICAR also attended the 
day’s workshop.

New Delhi, April 3 (IANS): 
Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad Kongkal Sangma 
on Friday mooted the idea 
of issuing work permit to 
Bangladeshi nationals to 
address the challenge of 
infiltration, an official said.

Sangma made this pro-
posal to External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj 
when the latter along with 
State Home Minister James 
Sangma and Tourism Min-
ister Metbah Lyngdoh 
called on her.

“The Chief Minister has 
proposed work permit to 
Bangladeshi nationals to 
address the challenge of 
infiltration, to which the 
External Minister said that 
it would be discussed and 
examined,” Officer on Spe-
cial Duty (Media) Saidul 
Khan said in a press state-
ment.

The Chief Minister also 
sought Sushma Swaraj’s 

Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad Kongkal 
Sangma today called on Union Power and 
New & Renewable Energy Minister R K 
Singh and discussed various matters such 
as uninterrupted electricity supply to the 
north-eastern state.

At a meeting here, various issues per-
taining to power sector in Meghalaya and 
measures to be taken to ensure round the 
clock supply for each household in the 
state were discussed, the power ministry 
said in a statement.

Singh assured all possible support to 
Meghalaya, it said.

He has also said that apart from 
the projects sanctioned for the state, 
if it requires any additional project for 

strengthening distribution system, the 
proposal may be sent and thus will be 
sanctioned by the Government of India, 
it added.

The chief minister assured to elec-
trify all the villages by the deadline. The 
state intended to launch the Saubhagya 
scheme on April 20, 2018.

Sangma further said that “if freight 
subsidy was provided for the coal meant 
for power plants, it might help in reduc-
ing the electricity rates in the state.” 

On the issue of shifting of a trans-
mission line in Meghalaya for laying a 
new railway line, Singh emphasised that 
this shifting should be done without any 
disruption of supply to the consumers.

Guwahati, April 3 (PTI): 
Assam Chief Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal today 
emphasised on the need 
to preserve the culture 
and heritage of tribal 
people, during a meeting 
with the chief executive 
members (CEM) of six au-
tonomous councils of the 
state, an official statement 
said here.

The chief minister also 
asked the council heads to 

work for the promotion of 
folk traditions.

The soon-to-be-con-
structed ‘Sahodar Sam-
manway Kshetra’ near 
Rani, on the outskirts of 
the city, would provide 
an integrated platform to 
showcase the vivid cultural 
resources of the tribal so-
cieties to visitors, Sonowal 
said.

The government would 
be building Ekata Bhawan 

at Sadiya for congregation 
and cultural exchanges 
between the tribes of the 
state, he added.

The CM also urged the 
six councils - Thengal Ka-
chari Autonomous Coun-
cil, Mishing Autonomous 
Council, Sonowal Kachari 
Autonomous Council, Ra-
bha Hasong Autonomous 
Council, Tiwa Autonomous 
Council and Deori Autono-
mous Council - to identify 

land and invite potential 
investors for setting up 
organic industries.

The ‘Advantage Assam: 
Global Investors Sum-
mit’ in February created a 
buzz within the business 
community at home and 
abroad, he said, adding 
that the autonomous 
councils must take advan-
tage of this “positive envi-
ronment” and extend all 
facilities to investors.

Guwahati, April 3 (PTI): 
Assam government will 
spend INR 2.58 crore to set 
up a high-mast National 
Flag here as part of the 
Smart City project, a state 
minister said today.

Guwahati Develop-
ment Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma told the As-
sam Assembly that a total 
of 13 schemes and infra-
structure development 
projects are being carried 
out to transform the state 
capital into a Smart City.

Sarma said the sanc-
tioned cost for completing 
12 projects is INR 2,303.50 
crore, while no amount has 
been fixed yet for the City 
Operation Centre.

Out of this, INR 2.58 
crore has been earmarked 
for implementing the 
high-mast national flag 
construction project in 
Guwahati.

“The work has been al-

lotted after completing the 
tender process,” he said, 
without giving any further 
detail. The highest amount 
of INR 826 crore will be 
spent for the overall devel-
opment of Brahmaputra 
riverside along the city, and 
the Detailed Project Report 
(DPR) is being prepared for 
it, the minister said.

For development of 
Mora Bharalu river bank 
and the Bharalu river, the 
state government has sanc-
tioned INR 488 crore and 
INR 434 crore, respectively, 
with DPRs for both under 
preparation, he said.

DPR is also being pre-
pared for another INR 
250-crore project to con-
serve the Deepor Beel lake 
in the city, while tender has 
been floated for interested 
parties to carry out devel-
opment works worth INR 
212 crore at the Borsola 
Beel lake, Sarma added.

Diphu, April 3 (EMN): A hotel at Amlapatty in Diphu town 
was gutted on April 1 at around 3:30 p.m.

The hotel owner was away attending the Easter service 
when the incident happened. He was informed by people 
residing nearby by the hotel after seeing the flame rising 
from the hotel.

The cause of the fire was suspected to have started 
from the LPG leakage, the hotel owner Bronson Terang 
said. He said they have closed the hotel on Saturday and 
not opened on Sunday being Easter Sunday. 

Guwahati, April 3 (PTI): 
Altogether 170 construc-
tion workers were reg-
istered today at a camp 
organised by the Kamrup 
Labour Commissioner 
in collaboration with the 
Guwahati Metropolitan 
Development Authority 
and Assam Real Estate and 
Infrastructure Develop-
ment Association, an of-
ficial said.

Kamrup Assistant 
Labour Commissioner 
Ajanta Sharma appealed 
to all construction work-
ers to register themselves 

in the Labour Office of 
their home district or work 
district.

She also urged all con-
tractors, builders and em-
ployers to engage only 
registered workers.

The registered con-
struction workers shall be 
eligible for various welfare 
benefits such as medi-
cal assistance, disability 
pension, general pension, 
maternity benefits, educa-
tion assistance, insurance 
coverage, house building 
advance, tool purchasing 
loan, Sharma added.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, April 3 (EMN): The 
week-long Bihu workshop 
organised by the Diphu 
Regional Students’ Un-
ion of All Assam Students 
Union (DRSU-AASU) got 
underway at Diphu Club 
on April 1. More than 150 
children and adult are tak-
ing part in the workshop 
to learn the art of Bihu 
dancing and beating of 
dhol-Assamese drum.

Instructors namely 
Tapon Jyoti Bora, Manas 
Jyoti Bora and Jagriti 
Handique were invited to 
train the participants on 
the art of Bihu dance and 
drum beating. A formal 

inaugural programme 
was attended by AASU 
organising secretar y 
Bidanta Saikia; KADC-
AASU general secretary 
Tridip Gogoi; general 
secretary of Central Bihu 
Committee, Diphu Club 
Torney Rongpi and gen-
eral secretary, Diphu 
Club Dilip Das. DRSU-
AASU general secretary, 
Shorjun Hanse, said the 
Bihu workshop was ar-
ranged to inculcate the 
basic knowledge of Bihu 
dance and beating of 
dhol among the up-com-
ing generation. 

The workshop will 
conclude on April 8.

Guwahati, April 3 (PTI): Leader of 
the Opposition in Assam Assembly, 
Debabrata Saikia of the Congress, 
today said the BJP led government in 
the state admitted in the House that 
no Congress minister or MLA has 
been charged with corruption cases.

However, the ruling party has 
been making wild allegations of cor-
ruption against the Congress inside 
and outside the Assembly, he said.

“The hollowness of the BJP-led 

government’s propaganda stood ex-
posed in the House today when the 
government’s reply to the Un-Starred 
Question No. 894 revealed that no 
minister or MLAs of the Congress has 
so far been indicted on corruption 
charges,” Saikia said in a statement.

The BJP-led government in the 
state was levelling corruption charges 
against former ministers to divert 
people’s attention from its failure to 
work for development for almost two 

years, he alleged.
“It is surprising that the govern-

ment’s reply mysteriously avoided 
any mention of reported scams such 
as the one involving the Louis Berger 
firm,” Saikia said.

It was unfortunate that the gov-
ernment made no mention of those 
accused of being involved in financial 
irregularities in Karbi Anglong dis-
trict, and chitfunds such as Sharada 
or Rose Valley, he said.

Itanagar, April 3 (PTI): Lok 
Sabha MP from Arunachal 
Pradesh, Ninong Ering, 
has voiced strong objec-
tion to the Centre’s deci-
sion of extending Armed 
Forces (Special Powers) Act 
(AFSPA) by six months to 
three districts of the state. 
“When Arunachal Pradesh 
is known as a peaceful state 
and the Centre is holding 
parleys to hammer out an 
acceptable solution to the 
Naga issue, what is the jus-
tification of AFSPA in the 
three districts of the state?” 
the Congress MP from Aru-
nachal East Parliamentary 
constituency said.

Speaking to PTI over 
phone from New Delhi, 

Ering alleged that the move 
reflected the “contradictory 
policy of the BJP-led NDA 
government”.zThe Cen-
tre on Monday extended 
AFSPA in the state’s three 
districts and eight police 
station areas, bordering As-
sam, by another six months. 
According to a notification 
issued by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs, the three dis-
tricts Tirap, Changlang and 
Longding and eight police 
station areas have been de-
clared “disturbed” under 
AFSPA, 1958.

The eight police sta-
tions are Balemu and Bha-
lukpong police stations 
in West Kameng district, 
Seijosa police station in 

East Kameng district, Bali-
jan police station in Pa-
pumpare district, Namsai 
and Mahadevpur police 
stations in Namsai dis-
trict, Roing police station 
in Lower Dibang Valley 
district and Sunpura police 
station in Lohit district.

The Act gives special 
rights and immunity to 
security forces to carry out 
raids, arrest without war-
rant, and use force even 
to the extent of causing 
death. The two areas from 
where the Act has been 
withdrawn are Likabali po-
lice station in Lower Siang 
district and Ruksin police 
station in East Siang dis-
trict.

Gangtok, April 3 (PTI): Sik-
kim Chief Minister Pawan 
Kumar Chamling today 
announced monthly pen-
sion for farmers engaged 
in organic farming in the 
state. Sikkim is the first 
fully organic state in the 
country.

“Our farmers involved 
in organic farming will get 
a monthly pension of INR 
1000,” he said addressing a 
public meeting at Mangan, 
the North Sikkim district 
headquarters.

Chamling is on a 32-

day tour of the Himalayan 
state, beginning from the 
sparsely-populated North 
Sikkim district to gauge 
the popular mood ahead 
of the assembly polls due 
next year. Chamling asked 
officers to take up organic 
vegetable cultivation as a 
hobby and thereby bring 
in qualitative change in 
their lives.

The Chamling govern-
ment has banned sale and 
consumption of non-or-
ganic agricultural and hor-
ticultural products com-

prising cereals, vegetables, 
spices and fruits.

Chamling stressed on 
rapid development on oth-
er fronts as well and said 
that he has undertaken a 
32-day tour to take stock of 
development at the ground 
level in the state.

“Our government be-
lieves im coming to the 
doorsteps of the people to 
understand their problems 
and fulfill their needs and 
is mentally interconnected 
with the ordinary people,” 
he added.

Aizawl, April 3 (IANS): The 
Mizoram government has 
signed a peace agreement 
with the Hmar People’s 
Convention-Democrat-
ic (HPC-D), a Manipur-
based terror outfit, to end 
the three-decade-old 
violence and political im-
passe in the northeastern 
state, an official said here 
on Tuesday.

After eight years of par-
leys, the Memorandum 
of Settlement (MoS) was 
signed on Monday evening 
by Chief Secretary Arvind 
Ray on behalf of the state 
government and HPC-D 
President H. Zosangbera, 
representing the terror out-
fit.

“According to the MoS, 
more administrative au-
tonomy would be given to 
the existing Sinlung Hills 
Development Council 
(SHDC) and the name of 
the council would be re-
christened as Sinlung Hills 
Council by enacting an 
act,” Additional Secretary 
of state Home Department 
Lalbiakzama told the me-
dia.

Lalbiakzama had head-
ed the state government 
team in the official level 
talks with the HC-D since 
2010.

The SHDC was consti-
tuted in 1994 for the socio-
economic, political and 

cultural development of 
the tribal people under the 
jurisdiction of the council 
areas.

The official said accord-
ing to the peace agreement, 
the state government 
would declare amnesty for 
all HPC-D cadres against 
whom criminal cases are 
pending.

“According to the MoS, 
the state government 
would take steps to pro-
vide relief, ex-gratia and 
rehabilitation of around 
100 HPC-D cadres after 
they surrender to the state 
government,” Lalbiakzama 
said.

He said that the HPC-
D cadres were likely to lay 
down 48 sophisticated 
arms during the “home 
coming ceremony”, which 
is likely on April 12.

Expressing happiness, 
HPC-D spokesperson La-
lthalien said the signing 
of the peace accord was 
a historic milestone not 
only for the Hmar tribe 
but also for the Mizos at 
large.

The Hmar tribal people 
have been living in Mizo-
ram, Manipur and south-
ern Assam.

The Manipur-based 
militant outfit of the 
Hmar tribe had been in-
dulging in intermittent 
violent activities in Mizo-

 Militants of Manipur-based HPC(D) are 
scheduled to lay down arms on April 12 
following the inking of a memorandum 
of settlement between the outfit and the 
Mizoram government on Monday, a senior 
state home department official said.

Additional Secretary for Home Lalbiak-
zama told PTI that 103 Hmar People’s Con-
venction (Democratic) militants would 
be laying down arms at a programme on 
April 12 at the Central Training Institute 
(CTI) near Sesawng village in Aizawl dis-
trict, headquarters of the Mizoram Home 
Guards.

The MoS also stipulates that the state 
government would grant amnesty to all 
the HPC(D) cadres having criminal cases 
in the state and take steps for relief and 
rehabilitation/ex-gratia for the cadres 
hailing from Mizoram when they come 
over ground.

Those convicted of any such offences 
would be granted remission of sentences 
and investigations of all the cases against 
the members of the group in the state 
would be dropped forthwith, he said.

The accord signed between the then 
HPC and the state government in 1994 
mainly revolved around establishment of 

Sinlung Hills Council (SHC) by an act of the 
state legislature.

As per the provisions of the MoS, 
the existing Sinlung Hills Development 
Council (SHDC) would be rechristened as 
Sinlung Hills Council (SHC) by an act of 
state legislature.

It will be accorded administrative 
autonomy within the framework agreed 
upon by both the parties, in the sphere 
of socio-economic, political and cultural 
development of the people under the ju-
risdiction of the SHC.

The HPC(D) was formed by Lalh-
mingthanga Sinate, after the HPC cadres 
laid down arms following the 1994 accord 
and continued to demand a separate 
autonomous district council under the 
Sixth Schedule of the Constitution for the 
Hmar community concentrated in the 
north eastern part of the state adjoining 
Manipur. The outfit split into two factions 
- headed by H.

Zosangbera and the other by Sanate 
and were at loggerheads since then.

Sanate was recently arrested by the 
Assam Police for alleged murder of Norbar 
Sanate, finance secretary of the Zosang-
bera faction.

intervention on road con-
nectivity between Bangla-
desh and Meghalaya and 
mentioned the Shillong-
Dhaka and Tura-Dhaka 
routes. She promised to 
consider the request.

She said the issue 
would be taken up at the 

North East Chief Minister’s 
Meet to be held in New 
Delhi on May 4.

Promising that all cen-
tral assistance would be 
extended to Meghalaya 
and other North Eastern 
states to improve relations 
with neighbouring nations 

to enhance trade and cul-
tural ties, Sushma Swaraj 
suggested the Chief Min-
ister to take advantage of 
the good relationship with 
Bangladesh.

Meghalaya shares over 
440 km border with Bang-
ladesh.

ram since 1989 demand-
ing a separate autono-
mous district council 
under the Sixth Schedule 
of the Constitution by 
carving out areas adjoin-
ing southern Manipur, 
northern Mizoram and 
southern Assam.

The Mizoram govern-

ment had on a number 
of occasions rejected the 
demand. Mizoram is the 
first and only state in India 
which received Rs 182.45 
crore from the central gov-
ernment in 2000-01 as 
“Peace Bonus” for keep-
ing peace after decades of 
insurgency.

As the Mizo National 
Front’s founder-leader La-
ldenga, a former Indian 
Army official, became 
Chief Minister in 1986 af-
ter his group took to main-
stream politics, peace and 
law and order returned 
to the Christian-majority 
Mizoram.

Girls perform traditional ‘Leseri’ dance during a folk dance workshop, ahead of Rongali Bihu festival, at Silpagram in Guwahati on 
Tuesday.

Reliving culture
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Sensex rises for 2nd day; 
banks rally on RBI breather

Government launches 3 portals for ease of agri-exports

Rupee clings to strong gains; 
jumps 17 paise ahead of RBI meet

Petrol at Rs 73.95 a litre in Delhi, 
highest since September 2013 

New Delhi, April 3 (IANS): Petrol prices continued 
to spiral on Tuesday, touching a nearly five year 
high of Rs 73.95 per litre in Delhi.

The previous high in the capital was Rs 74.10 a 
litre in September 2013.

In Mumbai, Kolkata and Chennai too, prices 
climbed to new multi-year highs at Rs 81.80, Rs 
76.66 and Rs 76.72 a litre, the Indian Oil website 
said.

The previous high in these cities was Rs 82.07 
(Mumbai, March 2014), Rs 77.88 (Kolkata, May 
2012) and Rs 77.53 (Chennai, May 2012).

Diesel prices also touched new record levels.
On Tuesday, diesel prices in Delhi, Mumbai, 

Kolkata and Chennai were Rs 64.82, Rs 69.02, Rs 
67.51 and Rs 68.38 a litre respectively.

Prices of petrol and diesel have been on the rise 
off late after global crude oil prices increased due 
to trade tensions between the US and China.

On Tuesday, Brent crude oil was priced around 
$68.01 per barrel, whereas in 2013 it was priced at 
over $100 a barrel.

Prices of transport fuels are now changed on a 
daily basis to cope with volatility in global crude oil 
prices, unlike the previous fortnightly revision of 
prices.

First Panasonic smartphone with 
18:9 display in India

New Delhi, April 3 (IANS): Panasonic India on 
Tuesday launched its first “Big View Display” 
smartphone “Eluga Ray 550” with 18:9 aspect ratio 
in India for Rs 8,999.

The device with a 5.7-inch HD+ IPS display 
comes with a metallic design, 1.3GHz Quad-core 
processor, 3GB RAM coupled with 32GB internal 
memory that can be expanded up to 128GB. 

It will be available exclusively on Flipkart, start-
ing April 5, the company said in a statement. 

The phone’s display has 2.5D curved glass and 
the device sports a 13MP auto-focus rear camera 
with LED flash and a 8MP front camera with a 
front LED flash. 

The device runs the Android 7.0 Nougat Oper-
ating System (OS) and is equipped with a “smart 
lock”, voice and finger print senor for security. 

A 3,250mAh battery powers the 4G VoLTE-ena-
bled phone.

“Ray 550” is also equipped with “Arbo” -- the 
company’s own virtual assistant that uses Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) to track and learn the users’ activ-
ity patterns.

NEWS IN BRIEF

the RBI allowed banks to 
spread its bond trading 
losses.

After a long holiday 
weekend, rupee resumed 
on strong foot at 65.07 as 
against last Wednesday’s 
close of 65.18 at the inter-
bank foreign exchange 
market (Forex) here.

A strong follow-
through buying inter-
est lifted the local unit to 
a new intraday high of 
64.99 in mid afternoon 
deals before ending at 
65.01, revealing a rise of 
17 paise, or 0.26%. It brief-
ly touched a low of 65.13.

The RBI, meanwhile, 
fixed the reference rate for 
the dollar at 65.0240 and 
for the euro at 80.0901.

On the global energy 
front, crude prices staged 

a mild rebound after over-
night sharp fall on grow-
ing concerns over supply 
glut after reports stated 
that Russian oil output 
rose in March, despite the 
supply cut agreement.

Brent crude futures 
were trading higher at 
USD 67.94 a barrel in ear-
ly Asian trading.

Meanwhile, domestic 
bourses extended their 
relief rally for the second 
straight day despite a far 
choppier start following 
heavy buying activity in 
beaten down state-run 
banking counters after 
the Reserve Bank of India 
eased the provisioning 
norms for bond losses.

The Sensex rose 
over 116 points to end 
at 33,370.63, while Nif-

CHANGE OF NAME 
New Name: Preeti Jain 
Old Name: Preeti Ajmera
D.O.B: 05/01/1981
F/Name: Nirmal Kumar Jain
Add: Sethi Bhawan, Jain 
Temple Road, Dimapur
Reg No.: 449/18 D

-5
20

1

CHANGE OF NAME 
Old Name: Hutoi Ayemi
New Name: Hutoi K. 
Sema
Vide Affidavit No: 
427/2018
Date: 03/04/2018 D

-5
20

8

CHANGE OF NAME 
New Name: Virender Agarwal 
Old Name: Virendra Agarwal
D.O.B: 20/04/1968
F/Name: Hari Shankar Agarwal
Add: H.No.107, Singhania 
House, Allahabad bank, 
Kalibari road Dimapur
Reg No.: 450/18 D

-5
20

2

CHANGE OF NAME
Old Name: Elovito Ayemi
New Name: Elovito H 
Ayemi
Vide Affidavit No: 
426/2018
Date: 03/04/2018 D

-5
20

7

LOST NOTICE
I, Monika Ghosh am 
applying for duplicate 
copy of class 12 
marksheet as I have 
lost it. 
Name: Monika Ghosh
Lost of marksheet
Roll No.1683472 of 
class 12 K

-5
2

0
3

LOST NOTICE
Owner Name: Rishab 
Sethi
Regd. No.: NLO7R3491
Chassis No: 
ME4JF509BHT203113
Engine No: 
JF50ET6203336
Model: ACTIVA 3G
Colour: Red (scoter)
Lost at Marwari patty, 
around 2 to 3 am on 02 
April 2018 D

-5
20
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A-TO-Z COMPUTER CENTRE
BASIC, DIPLOMA, DTP,C, C++. JAVA ETC

Special Offer Examination Appeared Students 
Well equipped Lab* Wi-Fi facilities* Experienced Faculties

Uninterrupted Power Backup, Crash Courses are also available

Offering

Above Vijaya Bank 
(Near Holy Cross School Main Gate)

Dimapur.8413818198

Dhobinala Police Point 
Dimapur* Nagaland 

Ph: 9612167501

D
P-

36
7

COMPUTER  ACADEMY
(Near SBI Bazar Branch) Dhobinala, Dimapur

Ph: 03862-235365, 8787456867

Weekly 5 days class, Experienced Faculties* Well equipped Lab
*Authorised Training Centre *Power Back Up

Special offer for HSLC, HSSLC & Degree appeared students

BASIC  ,   DCA  ,   DTP  ,    C  ,   C++  ,   JAVA  ,   PGDCA

D
P-

36
8

1. Coaching for NPSC, UPSC(Prelims-2018) SSC and other competitive exams.
2. Montessori Teacher’s Training (PERI) 3.  Spoken English. 
4.   Computer courses:-  (DCA,DTP)
5.   Stenography& Typewriting 6. Cutting & Tailoring 
7.  Embroidery  8. Knitting
  Contact Capital Training Institute
    Near T.C.P. Gate, Kohima
    Mob: 9402831939/9436201083

K-1617

ADMISSION

DAVP 47102/11/0001/1819

WALK IN INTERWIEW
F.No.NRCM(G)194(Vol-II) Dated: 02.04.2018

A “Walk-in-interview” will be held on 17.04.2018 at 11:00AM 
at ICAR-National Research Centre on Mithun, Medziphema, 
Nagaland for engaging two positions of Young Professional-
II(YPII) under main scheme with consolidated pay of 
Rs.25000/- per month purely on contractual basis for a period 
of one year under Animal Reproduction & Gynaecology and 
Vety. Parasitology section. Age 21 to 45 years (relaxation as 
per rules). For further details, interested candidates may visit 
the institute’s website www.nrcmithun.res.in.

Sd/- Asstt. Administrative Officer
DG-734

ICAR-NATIONAL RESEARCH CENTRE ON MITHUN
MEDZIPHEMA, DIMAPUR

NAGALAND-797 106

D-5200

D
-5

1
9
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AFFIDAVIT 
I, Shri. Kartick Debnath, permanent resident of Hojai Town, Sri Krishna Road, Ward -7, 
Nagaon, Assam and presently residing at Railway Colony, Dimapur : Nagaland do hereby 
solemnly affirm and declare on oath as under:-
1. That I am the father of Ms. Payal Debnath who is studying in class -III at Railway Hr. Sec. 

School, Dimapur. 
2. That out of my ignorance our personal details were inadvertently entered recorded as 

Payal Satnami daughter of Shri. Mohan Satnami & Monu Satnami in my daughter’s 
Birth Certificate bearing No. DSO/D/17043-09 dated 27/08/2009 and the same was 
recorded/entered and reflected in her academic and schooling records.

3. That for the purpose of rectification and correction I have obtained a new Birth Certificate 
for my daughter and our names are appearing as Ms. Payal Debnath, daughter of Shri. 
Kartick Debnath & Smti. Saraswati Debnath vide Regd No. DS0/D/4053-15 dated 
26/05/2015 (which is true and correct). 

4. That I have sworn this affidavit for the purpose of correcting and rectifying our personal 
details in my daughter’s academic and schooling records to as Ms. Payal Debnath, 
daughter of Shri. Kartick Debnath & Smti. Saraswati Debnath and that I intend place 
on records my daughter’s new birth certificate in lieu of the old one before the concerned 
authority.

5. That the averments in the foregoing paras 1 - 4 are correct and true to the best of my 
knowledge and belief and nothing material has been concealed therein and I signed this 
affidavit on this the 5th day of July 2017. 

DEPONENT 
Solemnly affirmed and sworn before me. 

Temjentongzuk Ao
Notary Public Govt. of Nagaland

Regd.No.1747/17  Date: 05/7/17

D-5204

AFFIDAVIT 
I, Ayesha Begum Choudhury, wife of Md. Halim Ahmed Choudhury, Resident of H/No- 27, Ward 
-14, gate No-3, Sewak Colony, Dimapur, Nagaland, do hereby solemnly affirm and declare on oath 
as follows:- 
1. That, I am citizen of India.
2. That, my name before marriage is Eunice Khati after marriage I have changed my name to 

Ayesha Begum Choudhury.
3. That my correct name is Eunice Khati, but in the Electoral card recorded as Unice Khati before 

marriage and date of birth is 14/10/1986, however recorded as 1985 in my Electoral card. 
4. That I swear in this affidavit to declare that my name should be use as Ayesha Begum 

Choudhury, date of birth should be 14/10/1986 for all purposes and intent if any false 
information given by me mentioned above then I shall be fully liable. 

VERIFICATION
That I verify that the above statements made in pars 1 to 4 are true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge and belief. 

DEPONENT
Solemnly Sworn Before me

Notary Public Nagaland

Regd.No.529/18  Date: 2/4/18
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. L.ASONGLA AO W/O LT. T. WATI JAMIR, Pensioner resident 
of Tsiepfütsiepfhe Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession 
Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/
operate/transfer his/her Late husband- Pension P.O. No.630941000021. Bank 
A/C No.30069344790 SBI Lerie Branch, Kohima.   Who expired on 08.03.2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/91/2018-II Dated Kohima, the 28th March, 2018

KG-2428

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Kumari. SHOTHILU PHESAO D/O LT. RISHOLU RINGA, Typist Gd-I, Power 
Deptt, Kohima, Nagaland resident of Lerie Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of 
Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/
operate/transfer his/her Late mother- G.P.F, GIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity, Pension & 
other service benefits entitled. Bank A/C No.30127691309 SBI Lerie Branch, Kohima. LIC 
Policy No.444188556 Endowment Policy, Kohima Branch. Who expired on 01-02-2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/91/2018-II Dated Kohima, the 28th March, 2018

KG-2429

E-Tender Notice No. 45-Engg-
RNY-2017-18  (SL No. 1 & 2)
Tender No. 1. Brief Description of
Item: Maintenance and operation of
fi lter plants for water supply at
Dangtal, New Bongaigaon &
Bongaigaon by engaging skilled,
semi-skilled labour (Total=15 plants)
under the jurisdiction of DEN/II/RNY
(for two years). Tender Value:
`1,46,09,228.45/-, Earnest  Money:
` 2,23,050/-.  Tender No. 2. Brief
Description of Item: Maintenance
and operation of filter plants for water
supply at Abhayapuri Assam,
Jogighopa, Panchratna, Goalpara
Town, Krishnai, Dudhnoi, Amjonga,
Rangjuli, Dhupdhara, Boko, Singra,
Bamunigaon, Chaygaon, Mirza,
Ajara, Mendipathar & Nolbari by
engaging skilled, semi-skilled labour
(Total = 18 plants) under the
jurisdiction of DEN/II/RNY (for two
years). Tender Value: ̀ 94,73,313/-
, Earnest  Money: ` 1,89,470/-.
Date  and time of closing of E-
Tender: 13.00 hrs. of 04-05-2018 &
opening of tender: 15.00 hrs. of 04-
05-2018 at DRM (W), Rangiya. For
details please visit  www.ireps.gov.in

Divisional Railway Manager
(W), Rangiya

MAINTENANCE AND
OPERATION OF FILTER

PLANTS

Serving Customers With A Smile
NO RTH EAS T F RONT IER  RA ILW AY

ty jumped 33 points to 
10,245.

Most Asian stocks, on 
the other hand ended in 
red spooked by an over-
night sell-off on Wall 
Street.

Globally, the dollar 
traded modestly higher 
against a basket of cur-
rencies amid reviving 
fears of a full-blown US 
China trade war.

The dollar index, 
which measures the 
greenback’s value against 
a basket of six major cur-
rencies, was up at 89.78 in 
early trade.

The rupee also 
showed more persist-
ent strength against the 
pound sterling, euro and 
Japanese yen.

In the cross currency 
trade, the home currency 
bounced back against the 
pound sterling to end at 
91.23 from 92.25 and re-
couped against the euro 
to settle at 79.94 as com-
pared to 80.82 earlier.

The local unit also 
pulled back against the 
Japanese yen to close at 
61.20 per yens from 61.49.

Elsewhere, the com-
mon currency euro recov-
ered from Monday’s sell-
ing pressure against the 
greenback even with the 
manufacturing activity in 
the Eurozone decelerated 
sharply in March.

The British pound, 
however, traded firmly 
higher against the USD 
after the UK manufactur-
ing PMI report unexpect-
edly rose in March from 
downwardly revised read-
ing in February.

New Delhi, April 3 (IANS): 
In a digital initiative to 
promote ease of exports, 
particularly for Indian 
agricultural products, the 
Commerce Ministry on 
Tuesday launched three 
portals - for Safe Food Ex-
port Traceability, Single 
Laboratory for Accredita-
tion and Approvals, and 
the third for Monitoring 
Export Alerts from im-
porting regulators.

While the Safe Food 
Export portal offers com-
prehensive linkages to 

primary producers, sup-
pliers, establishments, 
laboratories and export 
certification, the “One 
Lab One Assessment” 
portal simplifies proce-
dures by eliminating mul-
tiple asessments by multi-
ple authorities for testing, 
which is an essential for 
food exports

The portal dedicated 
to monitoring export 
alerts is designed to im-
prove efficiency of the 
system of corrective ac-
tion on non-compliance 

alerts in food exports 
given by importing regu-
lators, officials said here. 

Lauding the Export 
Inspection Council’s dig-
ital initiative, Commerce 
Minister Suresh Prabhu 
said at the launch that 
India’s vast potential for 
food and agri-exports is 
“truly underestimated”. 
To realise this potential 
requires putting in place 
certain processes like 
these digital ones for eas-
ing exports and quality 
control, he said. 

Mumbai, April 3 (PTI): 
Indian equities after 
trading range-bound for 
a better part of today’s 
session finally ended 
higher, with banking 
shares leading the way 
after the RBI allowed 
lenders to spread pro-
visions for bond losses 
over the next four quar-
ters.

Both benchmark 
indices Sensex and 
Nifty managed to close 
higher for the second 
straight session follow-
ing a fag-end rush for 
buying stocks.

The 30-share Sensex 
ended with a gain of 
115.27 points and the 
broader Nifty closed 
33.20 points higher.

Besides banks, auto, 
PSU and power stocks 
led the rally on bours-
es, despite weak global 
cues.

Banking shares 
gained after the Reserve 
Bank allowed lenders 
to spread provisions for 
bond losses in the third 
and fourth quarters of 
the previous fiscal over 
the next four quarters.

Also, the appreciat-

Mumbai, April 3 (PTI): 
The rupee made a strong 
recovery against the 
buoyant US currency to 
close at 65.01, surging by 
17 paise on fresh bouts of 
dollar selling, seemingly 
unfazed by escalating 
trade tensions between 
the US and China.

A massive unwinding 
of dollar long positions by 
exporters and corporates 
predominantly lifted the 
forex sentiment.

Bullish performance 
of the local equity mar-
kets despite global stock 
rout further weighed on 
the trading mood.

Robust economic out-
look marked by relatively 
stronger core sector ac-
tivity in February, which 
grew 5.3 per cent, also 
supported the recovery 
momentum.

With expectations of 
a rate cut by the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) gain-
ing ground in the mon-
etary policy review on 
Thursday, the local unit is 
likely to trade firm, a forex 
dealer commented.

The RBI will review its 
monetary policy on 4-5 
April.

The rupee has taken 
a hit in recent weeks buf-
feted by fears of global 
trade war and a possible 
stepped-up pace of inter-
est rate hikes by the US 
Federal Reserve.

The Indian currency 
suffered the worst dur-
ing the first quarter of 
the year, plunging 2.05% 
against the USD.

In the meantime, 
bond yields declined after 

ing rupee against the US 
dollar supported the mar-
ket uptrend.

“Market traded range-
bound throughout the day 
due to volatility in the glo-
bal market. But towards 
the close, pace picked up 
supported by moderation 
in yield and growth in core 
sector. Yield declined amid 
central bank allowing the 
banks to spread their bond 
trading losses which gave a 
positive sentiment to bank-
ing stocks...,” Vinod Nair, 
Head of Research, Geojit 
Financial Services Ltd, said.

Investors are gradually 
shifting focus to upcoming 
Q4 results and RBI policy 
outcome which will dictate 
the market outlook in the 
near term, he added.

The Sensex today re-
sumed lower and slipped 
further to hit a low of 
33,153.83 on a bearish trend 
in other Asian markets, 
tracking overnight losses at 
the Wall Street on weakness 
in technology shares and 
trade tension between the 
US and China.

“Food is a regulated 
item and so it is impor-
tant to ensure that what 
consumers eat is what is 
promised to them. There 
is the need in India to 
process according to 
world taste..it is a quality 
issue,” he said.
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Unheard, 
Misused and 

Misinterpreted

T
he death toll due to the violence as a result of the 
protest against the Supreme Court order of March 20 
to amend The Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled 
Tribes (Prevention of atrocities) Act, 1989, also known 

as PoA Act is still rising. The apex court is not ready to put a 
stay on its earlier order, and so  tensions will only mount in 
the next few days. The chances of hidden hands politicising 
the issue also cannot be ruled out. For the ruling NDA its 
rivals and also the minorities will only blame them since the 
NDA is currently running the government. Unfortunately in 
India, the understanding of the law by the people is largely 
dependent on the leaders and so at times the wrong fire is 
also stoked. Conversely, the poor understanding of law and 
the utter disregard for the ideals of justice in the country leads 
governments to adopt laws such as the PoA Act in India. The 
PoA Act was enacted in 1989 with direct reference to Article 
17 of the Constitution of India that abolishes Untouchability 
making it an offence that is punishable. 

The PoA Act prescribes  punishment against various 
atrocities committed on SC/STs by someone who is not a 
member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe. A detailed 
read of the Act is an indicator of how the members of the SC 
and ST communities were subjected to by the general class in 
many parts of India. Humiliation, torture, forced inhumane 
acts, insult or injury, squatting on land belonging to SC/ST, 
intimidation during elections, false suits, false or frivolous 
information, sexual exploitation, restriction to public places, 
forced eviction, false evidence against SCs/STs, arson, use 
of explosives etc., are some of the atrocities that the Act has 
covered. The Act also created new types of offences not in the 
Indian Penal Code(IPC) or in the Protection of Civil Rights Act 
1955 (PCRA). The Act also enhanced minimum punishment 
for public servants who violates the Act and also neglect of 
duties by a public servant causing atrocities as listed in the 
Act. The Act also denied anticipatory bail to anyone who 
was charged under the provisions of the Act.  It was again 
amended in 2015 to make it more stringent. The Act in fact 
acted as a  big deterrent  for crimes against SCs and STs. 

The Supreme Courts latest order of March 20 stopped 
automatic arrests and allowed anticipatory bails if the court 
hearing the matter finds prima facie no case or finds that the 
complaint could be mala fide in nature. It also stated that 
public servants cannot be prosecuted without the approval 
of the appointing authority and that a person can be arrested 
only after an inquiry. This has caused the uproar across the 
country that the Act has been diluted. The Supreme Court 
on the other hand has stated that it was only concerned that 
innocents should not be punished due to misuse of the Act. It 
also takes into account the right to life and liberty of a person 
as provided in Article 21 of the Constitution. The decision of 
the apex court is logical but the issue now has various shades 
added to it and is already politicised. It is the ignorance of law 
and the utter lack of rule of law in the hinterlands is in fact 
the real problem. Only stringent laws acts as deterrents but 
it also comes with the added risk of being misused over time. 
The government on April 3, stated that 47,000 cases of crime 
against SC/ST was registered in 2016!

God’s provisions are always greater than our 
problems.

On a particularly hot day, eight-year-old Carmine McDaniel wanted 
to make sure his neighborhood mail carrier stayed cool and hy-
drated. So he left a cooler filled with a sports drink and water 

bottles on their front step. The family security camera recorded the mail 
carrier’s reaction: “Oh man, water and Gatorade. Thank God; thank you!”

Carmine’s mom says, “Carmine feels that it’s his ‘duty’ to supply the 
mailman with a cool beverage even if we’re not home.”

This story warms our hearts, but it also reminds us that there is One 
who will “meet all your needs,” as the apostle Paul phrased it. Though 
Paul was languishing in jail and uncertain about his future, he expressed 
joy for the Christians in Philippi because God had met his needs through 
their financial gift to him. The Philippian church was not wealthy, but 
they were generous, giving to Paul and others out of their poverty (see 
2 Corinthians 8:1–4). As the Philippians had met Paul’s needs, so God 
would meet theirs, “according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 4:19).

God often sends vertical help through horizontal means. Put another 
way, He sends us what we need through the help of others. When we 
trust Him for what we need, we learn, as Paul did, the secret of true 
contentment (vv. 12–13).

How might God be prompting you to meet the needs of others? In 
what ways and through whom has God met your needs? Spend time 

thanking God for His provision.

BIBLE READ:   PHILIPPIANS 4:10–20
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

I have learned the secret of being  
content in any and every situation. 

~  Philippians 4:12

FRONT-PORCH RELIEF

DAILY
PATH

Amit Kapoor | IANS

Somrita Ghosh | IANS

O
ur chief economic advisor 
very succinctly put it re-
cently that India is both a 
story of revival and risks. It 

was further noted that although the 
level is still below potential, the econ-
omy seems to be picking up resiliently 
in terms of direction.

Now, echoing on similar lines, India 
has again become the world’s fastest-
growing large economy as the latest 
trends from the CSO data have report-
ed a GDP growth of 7.2 per cent in Q3 
of the current fiscal year. No less than 
an opportunity, this has patently pre-
sented all of us with a sense of euphoria 
while taking our economy to reclaim 
the “fastest-growing” mantle from 
China. However, sadly it cannot be for 
long that one can hold up to all the zest 
surrounding the Indian economy: Our 
performance in the global prosperity 
order is the case in question here.

India has made a ripping progress 
over the last few decades, with its 
presence now also being felt at the 
world level, but when we look at the 
per capita real GDP figures, the coun-
try stands far lower on the economic 
spectrum compared to the rest of the 
world: $1,861.5 at 2010 prices for 2016 
(World Bank data).

Keeping its economic peers in 
mind in going by this measure of 
prosperity, a quintessential question 
that besets us is why is India where 
it is today in terms of standard of liv-
ing for its citizens? Is there a “magic 
sword” that some countries swing in 
their favour and maintain decent lev-
els of living standards? Well, differenc-
es in GDP per capita across countries 
have abstracted much of growth and 
development economics amongst 
economists which continues even to-
day. However, no less than a magical 
sword or a master key, the answer lies 
in looking at the competitiveness of 
India’s national economy.

Conventional definitions of com-
petitiveness would normally involve 
discussions about the availability of 
cheap abundant labour and natural re-
sources, interest rates, exchange rates, 

the state policies in action and the 
management practices adopted. But 
an idea which is single-handedly much 
more eloquent to the theme of com-
petitiveness is productivity. In its sim-
plest form, productivity is the value of 
output per unit of input used. National 
competitiveness, then, is defined as 
the productivity of the factors of pro-
duction (labour, land and capital) em-
ployed during production processes.

This explanation of productivity 
being the most meaningful concept 
of competitiveness is sufficient by it-
self to demonstrate that there tends to 
be more broad and complex forces at 
work than ones that have been tradi-
tionally talked about.

Since it is an overriding goal for 
a nation to produce a high and ris-
ing standard of living for its citizens, 
its ability to be able to deliver on this 
front depends entirely on the pro-
ductivity of some of the principal fac-
tors of production. Depending on the 
quality as well as the features of the 
product, productivity is concerned 
with the efficiency with which this 
product is produced.

Being the root cause of national 
per capita income, productivity, how-

ever, must not be mistaken with high-
er participation of the labour force 
although it is productivity which de-
termines the rate of return that a fac-
tor can earn for itself. This is because it 
is possible for the overall output to rise 
even though the per worker per hour 
productivity goes down. Hence, sus-
tained standards of living and produc-
tivity growth require that an economy 
continually upgrade itself.

An economy that is made up of 
companies and a set of industry seg-
ments must incessantly work towards 
improving productivity by boosting 
production efficiency through added 
quality and features. In the process 
that is unleashed, capabilities must 
be developed to compete in more ad-
vanced segments as well in entirely 
newer sections. Because no nation can 
be productive in everything it does, 
the ideal is to position the limited pool 
of resources into uses that are the most 
productive ones. The search then is for 
the unwavering quality of a country 
that can allow its industries and com-
panies to create sustained competitive 
advantage in selected fields, not only 
locally but also globally.

Therefore, policymakers seeking to 

unravel higher levels of living stand-
ards must first fully understand the 
determinants of productivity and its 
growth. It is incontestably about how 
and why that underpins the process 
of achieving and upgrading a nation’s 
productivity. To find answers to some 
of the basic caveats, the economy then 
must not be studied as a whole but in 
terms of specific defining industries 
and segments where companies in 
the modern international competition 
set-up compete with global strategies 
involving both trade and foreign in-
vestment. This approach has the capa-
bility to provide for an understanding 
why a nation like India can build up 
a home base for its companies that 
compete on a global level. The home 
base here which is to be built over time 
is nothing but the nation itself where 
essential competitive advantages are 
created and hence sustained.

(Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute for 
Competitiveness. The views expressed 

are personal. He can be contacted 
at amit.kapoor@competitiveness.

in and tweets @kautiliya. Bhawna 
Kakkar, researcher, Institute for 

Competitiveness, contributed to the 
article)

T
he air pollution in Del-
hi may reach 20 times 
higher than the safe lim-
its owing to agricultural 

fires during peak burning sea-
son, a team of researchers have 
warned.

In October and November 
which is a peak burning season 
in Punjab, about half of all pollu-
tion in Delhi can be attributed to 
agricultural fires on some days, 
said the study published in the 
journal Environmental Research 
Letters. 

“On certain days during peak 
fire season, air pollution in Delhi 
is about 20 times higher than the 
threshold for safe air as defined 
by the World Health Organization 
(WHO),” said first author Daniel 
H. Cusworth from Harvard John 
A. Paulson School of Engineering 
and Applied Sciences in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts.

To model how much of that 

pollution is coming from the 
fires, the researchers used satel-
lite data from NASA to identify 
hotspots corresponding to active 
fires.

The team gathered available 
data for October and November, 
2012 to 2016 and plugged it into 
a particle dispersion model -- an 
algorithm that accounts for geog-
raphy, wind patterns, and phys-
ics to predict how far and in what 
direction smoke particles travel.

During the post-monsoon 
season, the air in northern India 
was particularly stagnant, imply-
ing that smoke particles don’t 
vent into the atmosphere as they 
would during other times of the 
year. 

“Instead, the black carbon 
and organic particulate matter 
slowly permeates throughout the 
entire region, which is home to 
46 million people. In urban areas, 
that smoke mixes with existing 

pollution from cars and factories 
creating a thick, deadly haze,” the 
paper highlighted.

On average, without fires, ur-
ban Delhi experiences about 150 
micrograms per cubic metre of 
fine particulate air pollution.

WHO puts the threshold for 
safe air at 25 micrograms per cu-
bic metre and country’s Central 
Pollution Control Board limits 
exposure to 60 micrograms per 
cubic metre, added Cusworth 
and senior research fellow Lo-
retta J. Mickley.

Extreme fires during the post-
monsoon season can pump on 
average about 150 micrograms 
per cubic metre of fine particu-
late matter into the city, doubling 
the amount of pollution and 
increasing total levels 12 times 
higher than WHO recommenda-
tions and even 20 times higher 
on some days, the researchers 
said.    Source: IANS

R
esearchers have developed a new imaging 
agent that could help guide and assess treat-
ments for people with various neurological 
diseases, including Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s 

and Multiple Sclerosis (MS). The agent, which is used 
in PET scans, targets receptors in nerve cells in the 
brain that are involved in learning and memory.

“The significance of the work lies in the fact that 
we have for the first time developed a useful PET ‘ra-
dioligand’ (a radioactive bio-chemical substance) that 
can be applied to image the ‘GluN2B’ receptor subunit 
of the ‘NMDA’ receptor complex in humans,” said co-
author Simon M. Ametamey from the Institute of Phar-
maceutical Sciences, ETH Zurich, Switzerland.

For the study, published in The Journal of Nuclear 
Medicine, the agent was used in live rats to investigate 
the dose and effectiveness of “eliprodil” -- a drug that 
blocks the “NMDA GluN2B” receptor. 

PET scans with the new “radioligand” successfully 
showed that the receptors are fully occupied at neuro-
protective doses of “eliprodil”. 

“These results mean that a new radio-pharmaceu-
tical tool is now available for studying brain disorders 
such as Alzheimer’s disease, Parkinson’s disease and 
MS, among others,” Ametamey said.

Source: IANS

Periods: The word is no longer taboo. 
Both women and men, in recent 

times, have spoken out about menstrual 
health and there has been quite a lot of  
awareness over it through films and other 
medium.

Unfortunately, there is not as much 
awareness about the ‘long lasting’, ‘stain 
free’, ‘soft’ sanitary pads which different 
multinationals promote and which are 
easily available in any chemist. Experts 
point to the harm that these plastic-based 
sanitary napkins have been causing -- both 
to the environment and health.

“Most of the sanitary napkins in 
India are just thrown in the garbage or 
flushed down the toilet. It is a havoc en-
vironmental challenge as these pads take 
around 500-800 years to biodegrade,” 
Swati Singh Sambyal, Waste Manage-
ment Manager of Centre for Environ-
ment Science, told IANS.

“And every used sanitary napkin car-
ries two grams of non-biodegradable plas-
tic. So the amount of non-biodegradable 
plastic accumulated every month is very 
high, a factor strong enough to raise con-
cern over the crisis which environment is 
facing currently,” Sambyal noted.

According to the National Family 
Health Survey (NFHS) 2015-16 report, 
around 48 per cent rural women use sani-
tary napkin while in urban areas the per-

centage is around 77 per cent.
Recent data provided by Menstrual 

Health Alliance India states that men-
strual waste collected across the country, 
primarily consisting of sanitary napkins 
which is disposed of as routine waste 
along with other household garbage, is 45 
per cent.

According to the Municipal Solid 
Waste (Management and Handling) 
Rules, 2,000 soiled napkins and blood-
soaked cotton are disposed of after segre-
gation into biodegradable and non-biode-
gradable components.

However, the Bio-Medical Waste 
(Management and Handling) Rules, 
1998, says that items contaminated with 
blood and body fluids, including cot-
ton, dressings, soiled plaster casts, lines 
and bedding, are bio-medical waste and 
should be incinerated, autoclaved or mi-
crowaved to destroy pathogens.

“If the pads are burnt it can produce 
dioxine and phuron. Categorisation of  
sanitary pads has always been a major is-
sue. The products used in making a pad 
make it under Solid Waste Management 
Rule but it has got blood in it,” Sambyal 
said.

She further explained that the longer 
used pads are kept in the open and kept in 
contact with air, the more they are prone 
towards becoming pathogenic”. “Stag-
nant natural blood accumulates a lot of  
bacteria like Escherichia coli, which rap-
idly multiplies at an exponential rate,” she 

explained.
And not just on environment, but 

health experts also raised concern over 
the problems that can arise with the use 
of plastic based sanitary napkins.

“There are high chances of getting 
fungal infections due to collection of  
moisture. Plastic-based sanitary pads 
might also lead to pelvic infection which 
can cause allergies and irritation in the 
vaginal area,” said Anuradha Kapur, Di-
rector and Head of Unit - Institute of Obs 
and Gynae, Max Smart Super Speciality 
Hospital, Saket.”

“In extreme cases, it may also cause 
vaginitis or vulvitis (also known as vagi-
nal or vulva inflammation) and in some 
cases, might lead to pelvic inflammatory 
disease,” she added.

However, in recent times, there has 
been some awareness about the damage 
being done to environment and methods 
are being adopted to dispose of sanitary 
napkins through disposal machines.

“MNCs who are coming up with 
many types of pads should also collec-
tively or individually take up some initia-
tives; they need to come up with collective 
centres or provide with proper disposal 
system,” Sambyal said.

Recently, Union Minister for Women 
and Child Development Maneka Gandhi 
also expressed her concern over improper 
disposal of sanitary napkins, saying that it 
can lead to serious consequences.

“They are often disposed of in ponds, 

rivers, which lead to blockage of drains. 
And if  disposed of on the ground, it cre-
ates hygiene problems as it carries infec-
tion,” Gandhi had said earlier.

She had also said that her ministry is 
in talks with Niti Aayog and other min-
istries for introducing a policy regarding 
setting up of sanitary napkin vending 
and disposal machines. As a measure to 
curb the damage being done to environ-
ment, the government on International 
Women’s Day launched a biodegradable 
sanitary napkin called ‘Suvidha’ under 
the Pradhan Mantri Bharatiya Janausha-
dhi Pariyojana (PMBJP).

Launched by Union Minister for 
Chemicals and Fertilizers Ananth Ku-
mar, the sanitary napkins will be available 
for Rs 2.50 per pad at over 3,200 Janaush-
adhi Kendras across India by May 28, 
2018, which is also the World Menstrual 
Hygiene Day.

Other biodegradable napkins are also 
available. Mostly produced by small-scale 
manufacturers or NGOs, these biode-
gradable ones are based on natural prod-
ucts like banana or jute fibre or even re-
usable clothes.

Anshu Gupta’s Not Just a Piece of  
Cloth (NJPC) was amongst the first to 
start off with the concept of clean cloth 
pad. Recently a few more have joined the 
league like Ahmedabad-based Saathi and 
Tamil Nadu-based EcoFemme.

(Somrita Ghosh can be contacted at 
somrita.g@ians.in)

India Needs to Create and Sustain 
Essential Competitive Advantages

Crop Burning To Up Air Pollution in 
Delhi to Hazardous Levels — US Study

New Imaging Agent May Guide 
Therapy for Brain Diseases

‘Sanitary Pads Need to Be Made Biodegradable’ 
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Maps made by Snider-Pellegrini in 1858 showing his idea of how the American 
and African continents may once have fitted together. Source: Wikipedia

Topography of the Rift Valley.  James Wood and Alex Guth, Michigan Technological University. 
Basemap: Space Shuttle radar topography image by NASA
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You could come 
into conflict with someone who has a very 
inclusive attitude, Aries. Perhaps he or she 
encourages a humanistic approach that you 

find unrealistic and even a bit offputting. State exactly 
how you feel, but make sure you have the facts to back 
up your point and prepare for a counter argument. A 
great deal of fantasy is tossed around as truth, so it’s 
important that you not add to it.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Take care of 
your friends by supporting their ideas, Tau-
rus. Be careful that you don’t automatically 
encourage a plan or viewpoint that you 

know is wrong or doomed to fail. Even though you 
might want to make them feel good by saying exactly 
what they want to hear, this isn’t really doing them any 
favors. People come up with some wild schemes, so it’s 
important to bring a levelheaded perspective to the 
table.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You could be 
teetering between the real world and a fan-
tasy realm, Gemini. The fantasy world is more 
than likely the one that wins out, but that 

doesn’t mean you should lose all touch with reality. 
If anyone can bridge these two worlds, it’s you. You’ll 
probably find yourself drawn to art, which can won-
derfully bridge the two. Indeed, your creative juices are 
gushing like a waterfall today.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Nurture your 
loved ones, Cancer. Tonight feel free to es-
cape into a fantasy world with the object of 
your desire. Make plans to set your wildest 
fantasy into motion. Let your imagination 

lead the way. You’ll never get where you want to go un-
til you head in that direction. Have confidence that you 
can turn your dreams into reality. Don’t waste another 
day doing things that don’t contribute to your long-
term plans.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Regardless of your 
situation, Leo, you’ll want to take the easy 
way out. There’s a laziness sweeping over 
you, and you could be trying to find a way 

to sneak out of some responsibilities. Even if this idea 
seems terrific now, it’s likely to get you into some trou-
ble later. Be wary of cheating the system and then ex-
pecting the full benefits of hard work in return. You’ll 
earn exactly what you deserve.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You might be frus-
trated with romance because it seems to be 
causing more tension than relaxation, Virgo. 
No one said love was easy, but it doesn’t have 

to be miserable. The key is to not get too stressed out 
about the little things. Know and expect that some 
things aren’t going to match your expectations. You 
simply have no control over some aspects of a relation-
ship - the other person, for example.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Your imagination 
is your best friend, Libra. You aren’t about 
to let anyone disturb your fantasy world. 
You have fit love and romance perfectly into 

this place, and everything is wonderful in your head. 
Implementing this plan and making it work in the real 
world are two different things, so try not to get too tied 
to this idea. Definitely aim to manifest your vision, but 
don’t be unrealistic about it.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Aggression 
in your world of romance is likely, Scor-
pio. Whether coming from you or your 
close partner, the tension is there and 

can’t be ignored. Keep in mind, however, that it’s 
possible that much of it stems from something that 
isn’t even true. Perhaps there was a misspoken word 
or misunderstanding of some sort that’s now caus-
ing confusion. Do your best to clear the air of any 
misconceptions.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You’re 
anxious to make a bold move toward the love 
of your life, Sagittarius. Love and romance 
are most certainly in your favor right now. It 

isn’t surprising that you feel brave. Be careful, however, 
about getting so carried away with your self-assurance 
that you distort the truth of the situation. There’s an el-
ement of fantasy operating that’s making it difficult for 
you to see the whole picture.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Although 
you generally like to keep both feet on the 
ground and proceed in a stable, organized 
manner, Capricorn, there’s a strong force 

encouraging you to spread your wings. Incorporate 
more fantasy into your day, and practice the art of 
dreaming. Liberate yourself from reality for a while 
and feel the weight lifted from your shoulders. Let your 
imagination run wild. This will bring a greater sense of 
balance to your life.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You might be 
pegged as the wise guy who’s unable to take 
anything seriously, Aquarius. Regardless of 
the situation, you can turn it into a joke of 

some sort. Your humor likely lifts the spirits of everyone 
around you. Be careful of taking this too far, however. 
There could be some people who are uncomfortable 
with your constant jesting. Let them know that you do 
have a serious side, too.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): One whiff of a 
familiar scent is likely to send your imagi-
nation running wild, Pisces. Perhaps you’re 
suddenly transported back to when you were 

dating someone you adored. Once your imagination 
starts running, it could be difficult to slow it down. Your 
fantasy world is likely to be the safest place to hide, so 
don’t worry about avoiding reality. Keep playing in the 
past if that’s where you’d rather be today.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Large Crack in East African Rift is Evidence of Continent Splitting in Two

Cambridge Analytica and Facebook – Is Anybody Actually Liable Under Indian Law?

A 
large crack, stretch-
ing several kilome-
tres, made a sudden 
appearance recently 

in south-western Kenya. The 
tear, which continues to grow, 
caused part of the Nairobi-
Narok highway to collapse 
and was accompanied by seis-
mic activity in the area.

The Earth is an ever-
changing planet, even though 
in some respects change 
might be almost unnotice-
able to us. Plate tectonics is a 
good example of this. But eve-
ry now and again something 
dramatic happens and leads 
to renewed questions about 
the African continent splitting 
in two.

The Earth’s lithosphere 
(formed by the crust and the 
upper part of the mantle) is 
broken up into a number of 
tectonic plates. These plates 
are not static, but move rela-
tive to each other at varying 
speeds, “gliding” over a vis-
cous asthenosphere. Exactly 

what mechanism or mecha-
nisms are behind their move-
ment is still debated, but are 
likely to include convection 
currents within the astheno-
sphere and the forces generat-
ed at the boundaries between 
plates.

These forces do not simply 
move the plates around, they 
can also cause plates to rup-
ture, forming a rift and poten-
tially leading to the creation 
of new plate boundaries. The 
East African Rift system is an 
example of where this is cur-
rently happening.

The East African Rift Val-
ley stretches over 3,000km 
from the Gulf of Aden in the 
north towards Zimbabwe in 
the south, splitting the Afri-
can plate into two unequal 
parts: the Somali and Nu-
bian plates. Activity along the 
eastern branch of the rift val-
ley, running along Ethiopia, 
Kenya and Tanzania, became 
evident when the large crack 
suddenly appeared in south-
western Kenya.

Why does rifting happen?
When the lithosphere is sub-
ject to a horizontal extension-

al force it will stretch, becom-
ing thinner. Eventually, it will 
rupture, leading to the forma-
tion of a rift valley.

This process is accompa-
nied by surface manifesta-
tions along the rift valley in 
the form of volcanism and 
seismic activity. Rifts are the 
initial stage of a continental 
break-up and, if successful, 
can lead to the formation of a 
new ocean basin. An example 
of a place on Earth where this 
has happened is the South At-
lantic ocean, which resulted 
from the break up of South 
America and Africa around 
138m years ago – ever noticed 
how their coastlines match 
like pieces of the same puz-
zle?.

Continental rifting re-
quires the existence of exten-
sional forces great enough to 
break the lithosphere. The 
East African Rift is described 
as an active type of rift, in 
which the source of these 
stresses lies in the circulation 
of the underlying mantle. Be-
neath this rift, the rise of a 
large mantle plume is dom-
ing the lithosphere upwards, 
causing it to weaken as a re-
sult of the increase in temper-
ature, undergo stretching and 
breaking by faulting.

Evidence for the existence 
of this hotter-than-normal 
mantle plume has been found 
in geophysical data and is of-
ten referred to as the “African 
Superswell”. This superplume 
is not only a widely-accepted 
source of the pull-apart forces 
that are resulting in the for-
mation of the rift valley but 
has also been used to explain 
the anomalously high topog-
raphy of the Southern and 
Eastern African Plateaus.

Breaking up isn’t easy
Rifts exhibit a very distinctive 
topography, characterised by 
a series of fault-bounded de-
pressions surrounded by high-
er terrain. In the East African 
system, a series of aligned rift 
valleys separated from each 
other by large bounding faults 
can be clearly seen from space.

Not all of these fractures 
formed at the same time, but 
followed a sequence starting 
in the Afar region in northern 
Ethiopia at around 30m years 
ago and propagating south-
wards towards Zimbabwe at a 
mean rate of between 2.5-5cm 
a year.

Although most of the time 
rifting is unnoticeable to us, 
the formation of new faults, 
fissures and cracks or renewed 
movement along old faults as 
the Nubian and Somali plates 
continue moving apart can re-
sult in earthquakes.

However, in East Af-
rica most of this seismic-
ity is spread over a wide zone 
across the rift valley and is of 
relatively small magnitude. 
Volcanism running alongside 
is a further surface manifesta-
tion of the ongoing process of 
continental break up and the 
proximity of the hot molten 
asthenosphere to the surface.

A timeline in action
The East African Rift is unique 
in that it allows us to observe 
different stages of rifting along 
its length. To the south, where 
the rift is young, extension 
rates are low and faulting oc-
curs over a wide area. Volcan-
ism and seismicity are limited.

Towards the Afar region, 
however, the entire rift valley 
floor is covered with volcanic 
rocks. This suggests that, in 

this area, the lithosphere has 
thinned almost to the point 
of complete break up. When 
this happens, a new ocean 
will begin forming by the so-
lidification of magma in the 
space created by the broken-
up plates. Eventually, over 
a period of tens of millions 

of years, seafloor spreading 
will progress along the entire 
length of the rift. The ocean 
will flood in and, as a result, 
the African continent will be-
come smaller and there will 
be a large island in the Indian 
Ocean composed of parts of 
Ethiopia and Somalia, includ-

ing the Horn of Africa.
Dramatic events, such as 

sudden motorway-splitting 
faults or large catastrophic 
earthquakes may give conti-
nental rifting a sense of urgen-
cy but, most of the time, it goes 
about splitting Africa without 
anybody even noticing.

Given the manner in which Facebook is 
structured, there is a strong possibility 

that it will enjoy immunity under 
Section 79 of India’s IT Act.

The controversy sparked by recent me-
dia exposes on the data harvesting 
by Cambridge Analytica from Face-

book users refuses to die down, with new 
revelations being made every day. The In-
dian news media has given this controversy 
prime time coverage, egged on by the fact 
that they are becoming acutely aware that 
their biggest competitors for digital ad rev-
enue are Facebook and Google.

The issue has also become a political 
slugfest between the BJP and Congress and 
it goes without saying that the controversy 
is going to have a bearing on the ongoing 
deliberations of the committee of experts 
headed by Justice Sri Krishna.

The more important question is wheth-
er Facebook is legally liable under present 
Indian law (presuming that Indian citizens 
were involved in the incident) and whether 
a future data protection law will make a dif-
ference? Facebook’s founder Zuckerberg 
and COO, Sandberg have extended profuse 
apologies for violating the trust of users but 
a violation of trust isn’t the same as viola-
tion of the law. In fact, it is possible that Fa-
cebook is entirely aware that it bears little to 
no legal liability in this entire fiasco but is 
keeping quiet because a public statement 
on this aspect may perhaps lead to a worse 
backlash.

What happened? 
To begin with, let us recount the basic facts. 
Alexander Kogan, a university research-

er had developed an application called 
“thisisyourdigitallife” offering a personality 
prediction for users. The application was 
hosted on Facebook and was downloaded 
by 270,000 people who took the personal-
ity test. In the process the application also 
scooped up the data of not only the 270,000 
people who took the tests but also the data 
of their friends. In all, it appears that the ex-
ercise resulted in the data of 50 million peo-
ple being scooped up by the app. This data 
was allegedly then sold/licensed by Kogan 
to Cambridge Analytica and Eunoia Tech-
nologies.

In the absence of a statutory data pro-
tection law in India, the only legal liability 
that flows out of the law is from the con-
tractual agreements between the various 
parties.

There are three contracts here. The first 
is between Kogan and the Facebook users. 
The second is between Facebook and its 
users. The third is between Facebook and 
Kogan.

It is important to remember that there 
appears to be no contractual arrangement 
between Facebook and Cambridge Ana-
lytica because Kogan passed on the data 
directly to Cambridge Analytica and it is 
unlikely that Facebook can hold the latter 
liable. This is possibly the reason that we are 
yet to hear of Facebook initiating any law-
suit or arbitration against the latter.

Did Kogan violate his contract with FB 
users?
As per Facebook’s statement, available on 
its website, Kogan “gained access to this in-
formation in a legitimate way and through 
the proper channels that governed all de-
velopers on Facebook at that time”. Simply 
put, Kogan informed users that their infor-
mation and those of their friends would be 

collected if they used the application.
The statement put out by Facebook, 

however also states that Kogan violated 
Facebook’s platform policies by passing on 
the collected data to Cambridge Analytica 
and Eunoia Technologies. It is not clear, if 
Facebook’s policies were legally binding on 
Kogan. Whether Kogan violated this con-
tractual arrangement with users when he 
gave this information to third parties, is not 
clear. If Kogan informed users that there 
was possibility of this data being trans-
ferred into the hands of others then Kogan 
is simply not liable under the law.

Did Facebook violate the terms of its 
contract with its users and can it be held 
liable for Kogan’s activities?
The next issue is whether Facebook’s fail-
ure to curb Kogan’s activities has resulted in 
Facebook violating the terms of its contract 
with its own users. It is very likely that the 
company in 2014 had a clause informing 
users of the risks involved in using external 
apps and absolving itself of any liability.

To further complicate matters, it is pos-
sible that Facebook is simply an interme-
diary that facilitated transactions between 
app developers and users. If Facebook is 
deemed to be a platform facilitating auto-
matic transactions between others it fol-
lows that the company cannot be held li-
able for violations of the law by the people 
using its platform. This is because Section 
79 of the Information Technology Act as 
amended in 2008 created a safe harbor for 
all intermediaries by ensuring their immu-
nity for all acts that were a result of users.

This immunity from legal liability is not 
absolute and depends in large part on the 
level of knowledge that Facebook had with 
regard to the activities of its users. The law is 
structured in such a way that the less knowl-

edge Facebook has of its user’s activities, the 
less it is liable for the activities of its users 
provided that it fulfills a minimum ‘due dili-
gence’ requirement under Section 79.

The rationale for the safe harbor provi-
sions in the early days of the internet was 
that internet intermediaries needed such 
immunity in order to grow their fledgling 
businesses because if they were liable for 
everything their users did it would make 
their business very risky and very expen-
sive to run. A good reminder is the bazee.
com case where the CEO of the company 
was arrested because one of the users on 
his platform tried selling a pornographic 
CD. The existing safe harbor provision was 
strengthened thereafter in 2008 to make it 
even more difficult to sue intermediaries.

Given the manner in which Facebook 
is structured, there is a strong possibility 
that Facebook will enjoy immunity under 
Section 79 especially since the Supreme 
Court judgment in Shreya Singhal requires 
intermediaries to take down content only 
after a court order. If this assumption that 
Facebook is an intermediary is correct, the 
company cannot be held legally liable if the 
offending action is committed by a third 
party.

The choice of law problem
There has been some talk that Facebook 
can perhaps be held liable under Section 
43A of the Information Technology Act or 
that a future data protection law will em-
power Indian authorities to take action 
against Facebook.

Most of this discussion misses the point 
that Facebook’s contract with its users are 
governed by American law and not Indian 
law. In other words, Facebook is exporting 
a service from America, to Indians in In-
dia, who by clicking on the ‘I agree’ button 

have agreed to be bound by American law. 
These kind of service contracts are hardly 
extraordinary but pose unique problems in 
the digital world. For the last several years, 
RSS ideologue Govindhacharya has been 
litigating a PIL before the Delhi high court 
seeking directions to Facebook and Google 
to comply with the Indian IT Act, includ-
ing archaic requirement of posting on their 
websites, the names and contact details of 
grievance redressal officers. This require-
ment is ignored by virtually all internet 
companies.

Can India via a future data protection 
law force a foreign entity like Facebook Inc., 
which has no physical presence on Indian 
soil, to change the ‘choice of law’ govern-
ing the terms of its use with citizens of the 
said jurisdiction? Parliament can certainly 
try to do by tying a data protection law to 
other financial legislation which Facebook 
and Google cannot avoid but policymakers 
should be aware that any such unilateral at-
tempt will invite reciprocal action from the 
US Trade Representative.

Ideally, in situations involving contracts 
spread over multiple jurisdictions, the only 
credible and workable solution is an in-
ternational treaty forcing all countries to 
adopt similar rules based on principles of 
reciprocity. The other solution is to threaten 
a blockade of Facebook until it agrees to 
change the governing law of its contracts 
to Indian law. That is not an option for the 
Indian government given the popularity of 
the platform in India.

(Prashant Reddy T. is an assistant 
professor at the National Academy for 
Legal Studies and Research (NALSAR), 
Hyderabad and is co-author of Create, 

Copy, Disrupt: India’s Intellectual Property 
Dilemmas (OUP))
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Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Edapadi K Palaniswami, Deputy Chief Minister O Paneerselvam, Fisheries 
Minister D. Jayakumar and others during the AIADMK’s day-long fast on the Cauvery issue in Chennai 
on Tuesday.

PTI

Delhi Police’s Crime Branch Cell shows five persons, who have been arrested in connection with the SSC 
cheating case, in New Delhi on Tuesday.

Hunger strike, train blockage, shops 
closed in TN over Cauvery issue 41 newly elected Rajya 

Sabha members take oath

No re-test for CBSE Class X 
students anywhere in India

Rahul bets on Congress retaining power in Karnataka

47,000 cases of crime against SC/ST registered in 2016 — Govt. 

Iraq victims: V.K. Singh’s statement, 
compensation fuel controversy

Youth leader, others booked over 
protest march against SSC scam

Aadhaar law is just, fair & reasonable — Centre to SC

Chennai, April 3 (IANS): 
Tamil Nadu on Tuesday 
saw hunger strikes, block-
ing of trains, and trad-
ers downing their shut-
ters in protest against 
the Central government’s 
failure to set up the Cau-
very Management Board 
(CMB) despite a Supreme 
Court order.

The ruling AIADMK 
held a day-long hun-
ger strike across the 
state with Chief Minis-
ter K.Palaniswami and 
Deputy Chief Minister 
O.Panneerselvam sitting 
on fast here while in dis-
tricts, the protest was led by 
other ministers and party 
leaders. The protest, that 
began at 8 a.m., concluded 
5 p.m. Speaking at the ven-
ue, Palaniswami blamed 
rival DMK for the state not 
getting Cauvery waters.

He said the DMK gov-

ernment in the state did 
not renew the water shar-
ing agreement with Kar-
nataka in 1974 which in 
turn resulted in the current 
situation. Meanwhile DMK 
leader M.K. Stalin termed 
AIADMK’s hunger strike as 
a drama.

Stalin said instead of 
condemning the BJP-led 
Central government for 
not constituting the CMB, 
the AIADMK has prac-
ticed low-level politics by 
blaming his party and the 
Congress for the Cauvery 
issue. He said the AIADMK 
fast is a drama just to show 
that they too protested for 
Cauvery water.

The DMK and its al-
lies, who have also called 
for a shut down strike on 
Thursday, continued their 
protests by blocking sub-
urban trains. Some of the 
protesters were taken into 

custody, the police said.
Abiding to a call by the 

traders association, several 
shops across the state were 
closed.

The top court in its 
February 16 verdict had 
reduced the Tamil Nadu’s 
share of Cauvery water 
from 177.25 thousand 
million cubic feet (TMC), 
which was less than 192 
TMC allocated by a tribu-
nal in 2007. On the other 
hand, Karnataka’s share 
of water was increased by 
14.75 TMC. The Centre has 
failed to set up the CMB 
within six weeks of the apex 
court’s February 16 order.

The deadline ended 
on March 29. Tamil Nadu 
political leaders say the 
Bharatiya Janata Party was 
acting in favour of Karnata-
ka, which is opposed to the 
CMB and where Assembly 
elections are due.

New Delhi, April 3 (IANS): 
As many as 41 newly-elect-
ed members, including 
several Union Ministers 
among the 18 who have 
been re-elected, to the Ra-
jya Sabha took oath on 
Tuesday, the first day of 
their six-year term.

Chairman M. Venkaiah 
Naidu, while welcoming 
the newly-elected mem-
bers, asked the first-timers 
to soon get themselves 
acquainted with the eti-
quette, procedures and 
rules of conduct of the 
House.

Those who took oath 
included C.M. Ramesh, K. 
Ravindra Kumar, Manoj 
Kumar Jha, Ahmad Ash-
faque Karim, Mahendra 
Prasad, Ravi Shankar Pras-
ad, Akhilesh Prasad Singh, 
Bashistha Narain Singh, 
Saroj Pandey, Mansukh 

L. Mandaviya, Naranbhai 
Rathwa, Parshottam Rupa-
la, Amee Harshadray Ya-
jnik, Devender Paul Vats, 
Jagat Prakash Nadda, Ra-
jeev Chandrasekhar and 
Thawar Chand Gehlot.

The other members 
who took oath were Ra-
jmani Patel, Dharmen-
dra Pradhan, Ajay Pratap 
Singh, Kailash Soni, Van-
dana Chavan, Anil Desai, 
Prakash Javadekar, Kes-
hav Chintaman Ketkar, V. 
Muraleedharan, Narayan 
Rane, Anil Agarwal, Ashok 
Bajpai, Anil Kumar Jain, 
Kanta Kardam, G.V.L. Nar-
asimharao, Sakaldeep, 
Vijay Pal Singh Tomar, 
Harnath Singh Yadav, Anil 
Baluni, Abir Ranjan Biswas, 
Subhasish Chakraborty, M. 
Nadimul Haque, Santanu 
Sen and Abhishek Manu 
Singhvi.

Saroj Pandey took 
oath from her seat after 
the Chair permitted her 
to do so as she was unable 
to walk due to fracture in 
her leg. Welcoming the 
newly-elected members, 
Chairman Naidu said: “On 
behalf of the whole House 
and on my own behalf, I 
extend a very cordial wel-
come to the newly-elected 
and reelected members of 
this House. I think, I need 
not highlight the fact that 
to be elected to this House 
is a rare distinction and 
a privilege which should 
humble you.”

He said that the elec-
tion to the upper House of 
Parliament entails “heavy 
responsibilities and duties 
to strengthen the cause of 
democracy”.

He said that the 18 
members who have been 

reelected are well-versed 
with the “rules, practices, 
procedures and nuances 
of the functioning of this 
House” and that the new 
members will “soon

familiarize themselves 
with the rules of procedure, 
etiquette, practice and 
convention of the House 
as well as learn from the 
rich and vast experience 
of veteran Members who 
followed good practices”.

“We look forward to 
the valuable contribution 
of newly-elected Members 
in the functioning of the 
House and in raising peo-
ple-oriented issues more 
effectively and purposeful-
ly. I have no doubt that they 
would work assiduously to 
enliven the debates of the 
House with their knowl-
edge and expertise and 
conduct themselves with 

dignity and grace through 
a dispassionate discussion 
in the House, and with the 
goodwill and willingness 
to understand each oth-
er’s points of view we shall 
achieve our objects better. 

“I hope, all members 
would endeavour to en-
hance the dignity and pres-
tige of this august House, 
thus strengthening our 
parliamentary institu-
tions,” Naidu said.

The Chairman also 
noted that the oath-tak-
ing ceremony “reflected 
the rich linguistic diver-
sity of our great country” as 
members took oath in nine 
languages out of which 
“eight are Indian languages 
and mother tongues of the 
members”. 

More members will 
join the House in the com-
ing days.

New Delhi, April 3 (IANS): 
The government on Tues-
day said no re-examina-
tion of the Class 10 maths 
paper will be conducted 
anywhere in the coun-
try, bringing major relief 
to nearly two lakh CBSE 
Class 10 students in Delhi, 
NCR and Haryana.

The decision was taken 
in the interest of Class 10 
students who had already 
written their exams on 
March 28 but were told to 
sit again after it was learnt 
that the maths question 
paper had been leaked.

“Consequent to the 
preliminary evaluation 
of the impact of report-
edly leaked CBSE Class 10 
maths paper and keeping 
in mind the paramount 
interest of students, the 
CBSE has decided not to 
conduct re-examination 
even in Delhi, NCR (Na-
tional Capital Region) and 
Haryana,” said Human 
Resource Development 
Ministry Secretary Anil 
Swarup.

Swarup had earlier an-
nounced that the Central 
Board of Secondary Ex-
amination (CBSE) may 
re-conduct the maths ex-
amination possibly in July 
for Delhi, its suburbs in 
NCR and Haryana. 

T h e  d e c i s i o n  h a s 
brought a major relief to 
over 16 lakh Class 10 stu-
dents, including nearly 
two lakh from Delhi, NCR 
and Haryana.

In support of the deci-
sion not to hold re-test 

anywhere, the CBSE ar-
gued that after “internal 
inquiries and analysis”, it 
found that the leak “may 
be confined to few alleged 
beneficiaries”. 

“Similarly, the trend of 
random evaluation done 
so far for Class 10 maths 
paper, is not indicating 
sudden spikes or unu-
sual patterns, giving any 
impression of passing on 
widespread benefits of 
alleged leaks to students,” 
the board said in a state-
ment. 

“Further, the board has 
come across several fake 
question papers being up 
on social media, obviously 
with a view to spread panic 
amongst our students, 
parents, and school,” it 
said. 

Class 10 being within 
the fold of “internal seg-
ment of school education 
system” was another fac-
tor, which the board cited 
in its decision to not hold 
the re-exam.

The board has faced 
widespread public pro-
tests after it announced 
that Class 10 math and 
Class 12 economics exams 
will he reconducted in the 
wake of question papers 
being leaked.

For Class 12 econom-
ics, the exam will be held 
across the country on 
April 25 to avert any likely 
“reservations against this 
batch of students” which 
may affect the outlook of 
learning institutions here 
and abroad, it said.

Shivamogga/Davangere (Karnataka), 
April 3 (IANS): Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi on Tuesday claimed his party will 
retain power in Karnataka by securing a 
majority in the May 12 Assembly elections.

“The Congress will retain power in 
Karnataka. Our government will not work 
for only industrialists but also farmers, 
weaker sections and the poor,” said an up-
beat Gandhi at public rallies in the state’s 
central districts.

Polling for the 224 Assembly segments 
will be held on May 12 and votes counted 
on May 15.

The Congress chief, on a two-day visit 
to the southern state for the fifth time in 
two months, assured the people that his 
party and the new government would 
work for the further development the 
state.

“Together, we will build a new Karna-
taka, which will be hunger-free and have 
homes, schools, hospitals, infrastructure 
and jobs for all,” Gandhi said at Shiv-
amogga and Davangere in Malnad region.

Lauding the Siddaramaiah govern-
ment for completing its five-year term on 
what he called a high-note on all fronts, 
Gandhi said his government had been 
providing free rice and wheat to the poor 
through flagship ‘Anna Bhagya’ scheme 

and opened Indira canteens to serve sub-
sidised breakfast, lunch and dinner daily 
in Bengaluru and other districts.

Expressing confidence that the people 
would repose their faith in the Congress 
again, Gandhi said unlike other parties, 
his party not only believed in making but 
fulfilling promises.

“As given in our manifesto in 2013 
Assembly elections, our government 
fulfilled all promises in five years,” the 
48-year-old scion of the Gandhi-Nehru 
family said.

Earlier in the day, Gandhi flew to Hub-
balli in the state’s northwest from Delhi 
in a private aircraft and took a chopper 
to Shivamogga for ‘Jana Ashirvada Yatra’ 
(people’s blessings) in the run-up to the 
elections.

Besides interacting with people in the 
districts and participating in street shows, 
Gandhi visited Kaginale Mutt to seek the 
blessings of Lingayat seer Niranjananda 
Puri.

He said he was overwhelmed by the 
huge response to party rallies and meet-
ings in the home district (Shivamogga) 
of BJP’s state President B.S. Yeddyurappa, 
Gandhi said the BJP had projected a per-
son jailed in a graft case as its chief minis-
terial candidate.

New Delhi, April 3 (IANS): 
A youth leader and four 
others who protested 
against the alleged irregu-
larities in the conduct of 
Staff Selection Commis-
sion (SSC) examinations 
here have been booked, 
police said on Tuesday.

“Anupam and others 
have been named in the 
FIR on charge of disobey-
ing an order duly promul-
gated by a public servant,” 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Police Madhur Verma told 
IANS.

A n u p a m  w a s  o n e 
of the organisers of the 
March 31 ‘Yuva Halla Bol’ 
march in central Delhi’s 
Parliament Street.

SSC exam aspirants 

have been protesting for 
over a month against the 
irregularities and corrup-
tion in the conduct of SSC 
examinations and de-
manding an independent 
and time- bound probe 
by the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) in all 
recruitment exams con-
ducted by the Staff Selec-
tion Commission (SSC).

The call for the ‘Yuva 
Halla Bol’ march on Par-
liament Street was given 
after protesters held a 
sit-in for 18 days in front 
of the SSC headquarters 
here.

Reacting to the regis-
tration of a case against 
him, Anupam said: “It is a 
ploy to dilute the nation-

wide movement against 
the SSC scam. 

But such tactics will 
not help and students will 
fight till the end for their 
right to fair selection in 
government jobs through 
the SSC.”

“I am surprised to hear 
that Delhi Police has reg-
istered an FIR against me. 
There were some anti-so-
cial and rowdy elements 
among the protesters who 
tried to instigate others. 
Students have already 
reported their names to 
police a day before, but 
police didn’t act against 
them in time. Had we not 
been there the demon-
stration could have taken 
an ugly turn,” he added.

New Delhi, April 3 (PTI): 
The Centre today justi-
fied the Aadhaar Act in the 
Supreme Court, saying it 
was a “fair and reasonable 
law” which complied with 
the tests prescribed by the 
historic verdict on the right 
to privacy.

A nine-judge constitu-
tion bench, on August 24 
last year, had declared the 
right to privacy as a funda-
mental right and termed it 
as an intrinsic part of right 
to life and personal liberty 
under Article 21 of the Con-
stitution.

The Centre today re-
ferred to the verdict and 
said the reasonable restric-
tions, which are applicable 
on right to life, would also 
govern the right to privacy.

It told a five-judge con-
stitution bench headed by 
Chief Justice Dipak Misra, 
which is examining the 
validity of Aadhaar scheme 
and its enabling 2016 law, 

that the privacy verdict 
provided that State can 
seek certain information if 
there is a law, a legitimate 
state interest and the pro-
portionality doctrine to 
weigh citizens’ privacy and 
the State’s interests.

“The Aadhaar Act 
meets the standards and 
has adequate safeguards. 
The Aadhaar Act is a just, 
fair, and reasonable law. It 
is in pursuance of a larger 
public interest, including 
preventing dissipation of 
social welfare benefits, pre-
vention of black money 
and money laundering...,” 
he said, adding that these 
were all “legitimate State 
interests”.

The Aadhaar scheme 
also satisfies the test of pro-
portionality by showing 
a rational nexus between 
the means and the goal, he 
said, adding that all sub-
sidies were part of right to 
life with dignity and would 

prevail over the right to 
privacy.

Venugopal said a law, 
which is constitutionally 
valid, does not become 
“invalid” on the ground 
of improper implementa-
tion and, moreover, the 
Aadhaar Act has kept the 
invasion to privacy, if any, 
to the minimum level.

Referring to separate 
concurring privacy verdicts 
penned by other judges, 
the Attorney General said 
they recognised that right 
to privacy was not “abso-
lute” and legitimate state 
interests can override it.

At the outset, he read 
out the answers given by 
Ajay Bhushan Pandey, CEO 
of Unique Identification 
Authority of India (UIDAI), 
to the queries of the law-
yers representing those op-
posed to Aadhaar. Pandey 
had made a presentation 
before the top court to al-
lay apprehensions over the 

Aadhaar scheme.
Venugopal said UIDAI 

cannot provide authenti-
cation failure rates at the 
state level since it does not 
track the location of the au-
thentication transactions. 
Referring to the data, he 
said the biometric failure 
rates stood at 6 per cent for 
fingerprints and 8.54 per 
cent for iris at the national 
level.

“It must be stated that 
authentication failures do 
not mean exclusion from 
or denial of subsidies, ben-
efits or services since the 
Requesting Entities are 
obliged under the law to 
provide for exception han-
dling mechanisms,” he 
said.

In response to a ques-
tion as to how a leprosy pa-
tient or a person who does 
not have a mobile number, 
is being enrolled for Aad-
haar, the top law officer 
said, “Aadhaar enrolment is 

done for all residents, even 
of residents with Leprosy. 
Biometric exception proc-
ess is defined in the UIDAI 
resident enrolment proc-
ess. “In the case of a leprAs 
part of the exception han-
dling mechanism, UIDAI 
has already implemented 
a digitally signed QR code 
into eAadhaar which al-
lows agencies to verify the 
Aadhaar card in an offline 
manner and trust the data, 
he said.

Responding to a query 
whether a child can opt out 
of Aadhaar after attaining 
majority, he said “it is not 
permissible under Aad-
haar Act, 2016. However, 
residents have the option 
of permanently locking 
their biometrics and only 
temporarily unlock it when 
needed for biometric au-
thentication as per Regu-
lation 11 of the Aadhaar 
(Authentication) Regula-
tions, 2016.” 

Chandigarh, Apr il  3 
(IANS): Minister of State 
for External Affairs V.K. 
Singh’s statement that the 
Indians killed in Iraq were 
illegal immigrants and the 
Rs 10 lakh compensation 
announced by the Central 
government to families of 
the victims sparked a fresh 
controversy in Punjab on 
Tuesday.

Congress legislators 
from Amritsar and Gur-
daspur districts on Tues-
day criticized Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi for the 
“meagre relief” announced 
for the kin of the victims 
killed by the Islamic State 
terrorists in Mosul town in 
Iraq in June 2014.

In a joint statement, 
Congress legislators Su-
khjinder Randhawa, Su-
khbinder Singh Sarkaria 
and Harpartap Ajnala said 
that the compensation of 
Rs 10 lakh “announced by 
Mr Modi was too little and 
too late” and demanded 
that it must pay Rs 1 crore 
each to the families of the 
39 victims.

“The Government of 
India first tried to play 
down the tragedy by lying 
and saying that the victims 
were alive despite an eye-
witness saying that they 
had been killed two years 
ago. The Government of 

New Delhi, April 3 (PTI): As many 
as 47,338 cases of crime against 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes were registered across the 
country in 2016, the Lok Sabha was 
informed today.

Union Minister of State for 
Home Hansraj Gangaram Ahir said 
as per the information provided 
by the National Crime Records 
Bureau (NCRB), a total of 40,774 
cases were registered under the 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) 
Act and other sections of law over 
alleged crimes against SCs and STs 

in the year 2016.
Of these, charge-sheets were 

filed in 78.3 per cent cases, and 
the conviction rate was 25.8 per 
cent, he said in reply to a written 
question.

As many as 6,564 cases were 
registered over alleged crimes 
against the Scheduled Tribes in 
2016, in which charge-sheets were 
filed in 81.3 per cent cases where 
the conviction rate was 20.8 per 
cent, the minister said.

Ahir said in 2015, a total of 
38,564 cases were registered for 
alleged crime against the SCs in 

which charge-sheets were filed in 
73.8 per cent cases and the convic-
tion rate was 27.2 per cent.

He said altogether 6,275 cases 
were registered in the country for 
alleged crime against STs in 2015 in 
which charge-sheets were filed in 
74.3 per cent cases, and the convic-
tion rate was 19.8 per cent.

The minister said Rule 3 (v) 
of the Scheduled Castes and 
the Scheduled Tribes (Preven-
tion of Atrocities) Rules, 1995 
specifies that with a view to 
prevent atrocities on members 
of Scheduled Castes and Sched-

uled Tribes, the state govern-
ment, if deemed necessary, can 
provide arms licenses to the 
member of Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes.

“Police’ and Public Order’ are 
State subjects under the Seventh 
Schedule to the Constitution of 
India. The responsibilities to main-
tain law and order, protection of 
life and property of the citizens rest 
primarily with the respective state 
governments. The state govern-
ments are competent to deal with 
such offences under the extant 
provisions of laws,” Ahir added.

India is running away from 
its duty and responsibility 
towards its citizens,” they 
said. The Congress lead-
ers asked the government 
whether it had ever issued 
any preventive and safety 
advisory for its citizens as 
where they should avoid 
going normally done by 
most of the countries.

“We are sure that the 
Central government has 
still not done anything of 
that sort despite the fact 
that people are still risking 
their lives and going for 
work to troubled coun-
tries,” they said, while ask-
ing the Prime Minister to 
“learn to value the lives of 
the Indian citizens”.

The statement from 
Gen V.K. Singh (retd), made 
at the Amritsar airport to 
the media after he brought 

the mortal remains of 38 
Iraq victims on a special 
IAF aircraft from Iraq on 
Monday, that the Iraq vic-
tims were illegal immi-
grants also got sharp reac-
tions from families of the 
victims.

“What does the minis-
ter want to convey. Does he 
mean that they were illegal 
immigrants and that the 
Government of India had 
no responsibility towards 
Indian citizens taken hos-
tage in Iraq. The families 
rued the fact that they were 
kept under false hopes for 
over three years that the 
victims were alive. They 
said that the government 
failed to give adequate 
compensation despite the 
fact that all families were 
quite poor and most had 
lost their bread winners.
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Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan left, and Russia’s President 
Vladimir Putin, right, shake hands during a welcome ceremony at the 
Presidential Palace in Ankara, Turkey, Tuesday, April 3, 2018.

PTI

Royal Malaysian Navy shows Malaysian navy officers detaining a boat carrying Rohingya migrants off of 
Langkawi, Malaysia, Tuesday, April 3, 2018.

PTI

 In this image taken from video footage by China’s CCTV via AP Video, Chinese State Councilor and Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi, right, shakes hands with North Korea Foreign Minister Ri Yong Ho before their meeting 
in Beijing, Tuesday, April 3, 2018.

Maithripala Srisena’s

US designates LeT front Milli Muslim 
League as terror organisation

Lankan President’s party to support 
no-confidence motion against PM

Malaysia intercepts boat 
carrying Rohingya refugees

UNCHR raps Israel over nixed 
African migrant resettlement plan

Putin, Erdogan launch construction of Turkey’s first nuclear power plant40,000 civilians 
return home in 
Syria’s Eastern 
Ghouta

German prosecutor requests ex-Catalan leader’s extradition order

Pakistani Christian 
family shot dead, 
IS claims attack 

Foreign Ministers of China, 
N. Korea meet in Beijing

New York, April 3 (IANS): 
Closing Lashkar-e-Taiba’s 
(LeT) loopholes, the US 
has designated its politi-
cal front, the Milli Muslim 
League (MML), as well as 
another front organisa-
tion Tehreek-e-Azadi-e-
Kashmir (TAJK) as foreign 
terrorist groups.

Seven members of the 
MML’s central leadership 
body were designated as 
foreign terrorists by Wash-
ington on Monday. 

The State and the 
Treasury Departments an-
nounced that the MML, 
which openly campaigns 
with posters of LeT chief 
Hafiz Saeed, had been add-
ed under LeT’s designa-
tion as a “Foreign Terrorist 
Organization” (FTO) and 
as a “Specially Designated 
Global Terrorist” (SDGT) 
under two different laws.

The Treasury Depart-
ment specified that mem-
bers who were designated 
as SDGTs included MML 
President Saifullah Khalid, 
Vice President Muzammil 
Iqbal Hashimi, General 
Secretary Fayyaz Ahmad, 
Joint Secretary Muham-
mad Harris Dar, Informa-
tion Secretary Tabish Qayy-
uum, Finance Secretary 
Muhammad Ehsan as well 
as Broadcast and Publi-
cations Secretary Faisal 
Nadeem.

The Treasury Depart-
ment said that “all property 
and interests in property of 
these persons subject to US 
jurisdiction are blocked” 
and US citizens were 
banned from having any 
transactions with them.

“LeT continues to op-
erate freely within Paki-
stan, holding public rallies, 

raising funds and plotting 
and training for terrorist 
attacks,” the State Depart-
ment said.

“Make no mistake: 
whatever LeT chooses 
to call itself, it remains a 
violent terrorist group,” 
the Department’s Coun-
terterrorism Coordina-
tor Nathan A. Sales said in 
Washington. 

“Today’s amendments 
take aim at LeT’s efforts to 
circumvent sanctions and 
deceive the public about its 
true character.”

Treasury Under Sec-
retary Sigal Mandelker 
warned that “those work-
ing with the Milli Muslim 
League, including provid-
ing financial donations, 
should think twice about 
doing so or risk exposure 
to US sanctions.

“Treasury is target-

ing the Milli  Muslim 
League and a group of 
seven global terrorists 
who are complicit in LeT’s 
attempts to undermine 
Pakistan’s political proc-
ess,” she added.

Saeed created the MML 
in August last year as the 
group’s political front. LeT 
members make up MML’s 
leadership and the “so-
called party” openly dis-
plays Saeed’s likeness in 
its election banners and 
literature, the State Depart-
ment said.

The Pakistan Election 
Commission has rejected 
MML’s application to be 
recognized as a political 
party.

The LeT was responsi-
ble for the November 2008 
terrorist attack in Mumbai 
that killed 166 people, 
including six Americans. 

It has also killed dozens 
of Indian security forces 
and civilians in recent 
years, the State Depart-
ment said.

In a bid to avoid US 
sanctions, LeT began op-
erating under the name 
TAJK in January last year 
and carried out terrorist 
activities under that ban-
ner, the State Department 
said.

The US has demanded 
the arrest of Saeed, who 
carries a $10 million US 
bounty, after he was set free 
in 2017 by a Lahore court 
which refused to extend his 
detention

US President Donald 
Trump’s Press Secretary 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders 
had warned that failure to 
act against him “will have 
repercussions for bilateral 
relations”.

Colombo, April 3 (PTI): Sri 
Lankan President Maithri-
pala Sirisena’s party today 
formally informed embat-
tled Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe that it will 
support a no-confidence 
motion backed by the Joint 
Opposition against him.

Wickremesinghe, 68, 
leads a national unity gov-
ernment in alliance with 
Sirisena’s Sri Lanka Free-
dom Party (SLFP). He faces 
the no-confidence motion 
in Parliament tomorrow.

There was a flurry of 
discussions among key 
players since last night to 
discuss the no-confidence 
motion.

Senior SLFP leader and 
Minister of Aviation Ni-
mal Siripala de Silva con-
veyed the party’s decision 
to Wickremesinghe this 
morning, political sources 
said.

The motion scheduled 
for tomorrow was handed 
over to Speaker Karu Ja-
yasuriya by the Joint Op-
position last month against 
Wickremesinghe, accus-
ing him of financial mis-
management and failing 
to tackle anti-Muslim riots 
last month in the central 
Kandy district.

The SLFP this morning 
insisted that Wickremes-
inghe should step down 
before the motion.

The prime minister Kuala Lumpur, April 3 
(PTI/AP): Malaysia’s navy 
chief says authorities have 
detained a boat carrying 
56 people believed to be 
Muslim Rohingya refugees 
who fled from Myanmar.

Adm Ahmad Kamarul-
zaman Ahmad Badarud-
din says the boat was in-
tercepted after it entered 
Malaysian waters and is 

now at the northern resort 
island of Langkawi.

He said today that all 
56 passengers, mostly chil-
dren and women, were safe 
but tired and hungry, and 
were given food and water.

The naval chief said 
the boat and its passengers 
would be handed over to 
immigration authorities.

About 700,000 Ro-

hingya have fled western 
Myanmar’s Rakhine state 
to neighbouring Bang-
ladesh in the past seven 
months to escape a brutal 
counterinsurgency cam-
paign by Myanmar’s army.

Rohingya, treated as 
undesirables in predomi-
nantly Buddhist Myanmar, 
used to flee by sea by the 
thousands each year.

Geneva, April 3 (IANS/
AKI): United Nations refu-
gee agency UNHCR on 
Tuesday expressed “regret” 
at Israeli Premier Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s cancellation 
of a bilateral plan to re-
settle over 16,000 African 
migrants in western coun-
tries and allow the same 
number to stay in Israel.

“It is with regret that 
UNHCR notes today’s can-
cellation by Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu of 
the Israel-UNHCR Agree-
ment of 2nd April on solu-
tions for Eritreans and Su-
danese currently in Israel,” 
read the statement.

Following pressure 
from his party and from co-
alition hardliners, Netan-
yahu said Tuesday he was 
suspending the accord 
signed a day earlier with 
UNHCR to resettle at least 
16,000 mainly Eritrean and 
Sudanese migrants over 
a period of five years and 
allow the same number to 
remain in Israel.

“The Agreement was 
the result of discussions 
over an extended period 
of time, and reflected a 

shared effort to find a solu-
tion that gave international 
protection to people ar-
riving in Israel fleeing war 
or persecution while also 
meeting the concerns of 
Israeli host communities,” 
UNHCR said.

The bilateral accord 
included various pro-
grammes, including spon-
sorship, resettlement, 
family reunion and labour 
migration schemes. It also 
offered”suitable legal sta-
tus” in Israel to the Afri-
can migrants allowed to 
remain.

UNHCR said the ac-
cord also included plans 
to design programmes to 
encourage Eritrean and Su-
danese migrants to move 
away from working-class 
neighbourhoods in South 
Tel Aviv where they have 
mostly congregated, spark-
ing tensions with local Is-
raelis

Vocational training 
was also planned for the 
migrants/asylum-seekers 
for jobs in solar energy, 
agriculture and irrigation 
for employment abroad or 
in Israel under the accord, 

UNHCR said.
Announcing the ac-

cord on TV on Monday, 
Netanyahu said the west-
ern countries where the 
African migrants would 
be resettled included Italy, 
Germany and Canada.

Italy and Germany said 
they had not been involved 
in the UNHCR-Israel pact.

Most of the migrants 
from war-torn Sudan and 
Eritrea - which has one of 
the world’s worst human 
rights records - say they 
are asylum-seekers flee-
ing danger and persecu-
tion, while Israeli leaders 
say they are just looking 
for work. According to Is-
raels’ Population, Immigra-
tion and Border Authority 
(PIBA), there were some 
26,600 Eritreans and 7,600 
Sudanese in Israel by the 
end of 2017.

Earlier plans to send 
the African migrants to a 
third country - reportedly 
Uganda or Rwanda - fell 
through after they drew 
sharp criticism from the 
UNHCR as well as from 
some Israelis and rights 
activists.

Islamabad, April 3 (IANS): 
Four members of a Paki-
stani Christian family were 
shot dead in Quetta city in 
an attack claimed by the 
Islamic State (IS) militant 
group.

On Monday night, 
armed men intercepted 
the vehicle carrying the 
family and opened fire, 
Quetta Police spokesper-
son Mohamed Ramzan 
said on Tuesday. They fled 
on a motorcycle after the 
attack, Dawn online re-
ported. The militant group 
in a press statement said 
that a “covert unit” of IS 
militants “managed to tar-
get a number of the com-
batant Christians”.

The statement added 
that the militants “shot 
them with a pistol, which 
resulted in the killing of 
four of them”.

The attack came a day 
after Pakistani Christians, 
a mere two per cent of the 
country’s population, had 
celebrated Easter Sunday. 
Attacks against Christians 
are frequent in Pakistan.

In December 2017, a 
week before Christmas, 
two IS suicide bombers 
had stormed into a packed 
church in Quetta and killed 
10 and wounded 44 people.

In March 2016, the Tali-
ban targeted Christians 
celebrating Easter in a park 
in Lahore killing 71 people.

Beijing, April 3 (IANS): Chi-
na’s Foreign Minister met 
his North Korean counter-
part here on Tuesday amid 
a continuing climate of 
rapprochement between 
the two countries following 
years of strained ties over 
the North’s repeated mis-
sile tests in violation of UN 
sanctions.

During the meeting, 
Wang Yi told Ri Yong-ho 
that China appreciated 
North Korea’s commitment 
to denuclearise the Korean 
peninsula and its efforts to 
ease tension in the region, 
according to a statement 
by the Chinese Foreign 
Ministry.

Wa n g  a d d e d  t h a t 

China supported North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-
un’s upcoming summits 
with South Korean Presi-
dent Moon Jae-in in April 
and US President Donald 
Trump in May and stressed 
that Beijing would contin-
ue to advocate peace talks, 
Efe news reported.

Ri said that North Ko-
rea will maintain strategic 
communication with Chi-
na on matters related to the 
peninsula, following the 
directions outlined in the 
meeting between Chinese 
President Xi Jinping and 
Kim in Beijing last week.

The North Korean For-
eign Minister had stopped 
over in Beijing on his way 

to Azerbaijan, where he 
will take part in the min-
isterial meeting of the 
Non-Aligned Movement 
on April 4-5 as part of a trip 
that includes an official 
visit to Russia.

Kim’s China visit, his 
first overseas trip since 
coming to power in De-
cember 2011, had rejuve-
nated the North’s ties with 
China’s communist regime 
-- a major economic and 
ideological ally of North 
Korea for decades -- after 
years of strained ties over 
Pyongyang’s nuclear and 
missile programme and 
China’s support for UN 
sanctions against the her-
metic regime.

refused to step down, 
a spokesman for Wick-
remesinghe’s United Na-
tional Party (UNP) said.

“We will defeat the mo-
tion tomorrow,” said Har-
sha de Silva, a UNP front-
liner and a minister of state.

Wickremesinghe had 
resisted a call from Sirisena 
to resign following a crush-
ing defeat to former presi-
dent Mahinda Rajapaksa’s 
new party Sri Lanka Peo-

ple’s Front in the February 
10 local election.

It is no secret that 
Sirisena wants Wickremes-
inghe’s ouster so that he 
could replace him with his 
own choice.

Wickremesinghe was 
recently replaced as law 
and order minister after 
clashes erupted in the 
Kandy district.

The President also re-
moved key institutions, 

Ankara, April 3 (PTI/AFP): 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan and Rus-
sian counterpart Vladimir 
Putin today launched the 
construction of Turkey’s 
first nuclear power plant in 
the Mediterranean Mersin 
region.

“In the name of God!” 
Erdogan said standing 
next to Putin at the presi-
dential palace in Ankara as 
he ordered through a vid-
eo link the launch of the 20 
billion dollar Akkuyu nu-
clear power plant project.

State television TRT 
showed workers already 
starting work on the 
ground as fireworks went 
off to mark the event.

Once completed the 
power station will provide 
10 percent of the electric-
ity needs of Turkey, which 
has few energy resources 
of its own.

The first stage is due 

Damascus, April 3 (IANS): 
A total of 40,000 civilians 
have returned home in 
the Syrian capital’s Eastern 
Ghouta, where the Army 
nearly gained full control, 
state news agency SANA 
reported on Tuesday.

The return of the civil-
ians was ongoing as the 
Syrian Army recaptured all 
towns in Eastern Ghouta 
except for the last rebel 
stronghold of Douma dis-
trict, the report said.

Around 150,000 civil-
ians left Eastern Ghouta 
in March following a 
relentless offensive by 
government troops tar-
geting the rebels. A day 
earlier, SANA reported 
that 12,000 children from 
Eastern Ghouta returned 
to schools in the govern-
ment-run shelters.

As the last batch of 
rebels were moving to 
the rebel-held area in the 
northern city of Jarablus, 
the situation in Eastern 
Ghouta was returning to 
normal, allowing people 
to return home.

Eastern Ghouta, a 
105-square-km agricul-
tural region consisting 
of several towns and 
farmlands, used to be oc-
cupied by several rebel 
groups, who posed the last 
threat to the capital by fir-
ing shells into Damascus’ 
government-controlled 
neighbourhoods.

including the Central Bank, 
from the control of Wick-
remesinghe.

Wickremesinghe’s 
broader front, UNFGG has 
106 seats in the 225 mem-
ber assembly while the 
SLFP and the JO combine 
of Sirisena and Rajapaksa 
represents only 96.

However,  some of 
Wickremesinghe’s allies - 
Sri Lanka Muslim Congress 
- have expressed dissatis-
faction with the UNP.

Sirisena is said to be-
lieve that at least 12 Mus-
lim MPs in Wickremesin-
ghe’s front may decide to 
vote against the premier.

The main Tamil party 
which has 16 seats will de-
cide later tonight on the 
stance to be taken at the 
no trust vote against the 
premier. Its leader R Sam-
panthan met President 
Sirisena today.

Sirisena in 2015 quit 
the Rajapaksa government 
to join hands with Wick-
remesinghe, the then main 
opposition leader, to defeat 
Rajapaksa in the presiden-
tial election ending his 10-
year rule.

Constitutionally, the 
current Parliament could 
not be dissolved before 
February 2020. It requires 
a motion adopted with 
2/3rds in the 225 member 
assembly to call for snap 
elections.

to come online in 2023, 
the 100th anniversary of 
modern Turkey’s found-
ing, and be completed 
entirely in 2026. Erdogan 
said: “The power plant will 
contribute to our energy 
security and also play an 
important role in the fight 
against climate change.” 

Turkey’s Energy Minis-
ter Berat Albayrak, Erdog-
an’s son-in-law, praised 
the Akkuyu project saying: 
“We are standing at a cru-
cial juncture in realising 
the 63-year dream.” 

Turkey and Russia 
have forged burgeoning 
ties in recent months on a 
number of areas including 
energy as well as the Syrian 
crisis, despite differences 
on key policy areas.

“We are also in close 
cooperation with Russia to 
end as soon as possible the 
terror threat and clashes in 
Syria,” Erdogan said.

Berlin, April 3 (IANS): A German 
prosecutor on Tuesday formally re-
quested an extradition order against 
Catalonia’s former leader Carles 
Puigdemont, who has been impris-
oned for over a week in Schleswig-
Holstein following a European arrest 
warrant issued by Madrid.

According to a statement re-
leased by the Schleswig-Holstein 
attorney general, the prosecution 
asked the regional top court for Pu-
igdemont to be extradited to Spain, 
where he is wanted for alleged rebel-
lion, sedition and misuse of public 
funds after staging a banned referen-
dum on the region’s independence, 
reports Efe news.

“Today, the attorney general of 
Schleswig-Holstein has petitioned 
the regional court to issue an extra-
dition order against the former re-
gional president of Catalonia, Carles 
Puigdemont, in accordance with 
article 15 of German law relating to 
international cooperation in crimi-
nal matters,” the statement said. 

It added that, after a careful ex-
amination of the European arrest 
warrant, the regional prosecution 
had come to the conclusion that 
there was an admissible demand for 
Puigdemont’s extradition by follow-
ing the proper procedures.

In international law, in order for 
a person to be extradited, there must 

be a legal equivalent for the crime 
in the extraditing country.  Puigde-
mont, 55, was deposed on October 
27, 2017 after Madrid cited Article 
155 of the Spanish constitution to 
dissolve the Catalan parliament and 
the regional government. Fearing 
impending arrest, he went into exile 
in Belgium. On March 26, Puigde-
mont was arrested by German police 
shortly after he crossed the border 
with Denmark, as he was returning 
to Belgium from in Finland.

Meanwhile, other members of 
Puigdemont’s former cabinet and 
key leaders of the pro-Catalan inde-
pendence movement remain jailed 
in Spain facing similar charges.
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‘’Truth or Dare’’ to release in India on April 20
Blumhouse Production’s supernatural-thriller “Truth or Dare” is set 
to release in India on April 20. Universal Pictures India is releasing 
the film in the country. Directed by Jeff Wadlow (“Kick-Ass 2”), 
“Truth or Dare” features actor Lucy Hale of “Pretty Little Liars” 
fame and Tyler Posey of “Teen Wolf”. The film revolves around a 
group of friends who decide to play the game of truth or dare. Little 
did they know that this harmless game was about to turn deadly 
when someone or rather something a supernatural entity begins to 
possess each member of the group and punishes them for lying or 
turning down the dare.

2 pm, 8 pm: Hichki (Hindi)

11 am, 5 pm: Pacific Rim (Eng 2D)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

A
merican music star Pharrell Williams, who 
has shared the frame with Indian actress 
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan on a magazine 
cover, says he doesn’t consider himself a 
role model.

The “Happy” hitmaker, who was in India last 
month to celebrate his first Holi and as part of a 
brand association, spoke to Vogue India’s April 2018 
issue about views on music and life.

Williams said he was not interested in running 
for President.

“I’m no role model. I’m just an advisor - that’s 
why as a producer I’m able to push people in certain 
directions to find a uniqueness in their voice, their 
intentions and their purpose - that’s my job,” Wil-
liams said.

On whether music, for him, needed to come with 
a message, he said: “It doesn’t need to but it’s good 
that it does. I think everything we do should have 
some sort of message or intention or it’s just wasted 
energy.”

Williams posed for a photoshoot with Aishwarya 
at the Mehboob Studio here. He was accompanied 
by model-wife Helen Lasichanh and his team com-
prised a majority of women -- be it the managers or 
stylists.

“Women hold the power to our planet. At any 
point, they can just hold up their hands and say we 
are not going to make babies, and that’ll be the end 
of our species,” he said.

While celebrities are known for their outlandish 
requests, Williams’ crew insists on Kettle chips and 
packets of peanut M&Ms.

The celebrated artiste said: “I don’t know how 
you bring back your inner child but that you don’t let 
it go. Why should I stop eating M&Ms? Is it like ‘Man, 
I have a moustache now, so no more Pixar.’ No way! 
If you think about it, every cartoon, every cereal, is 
made by grown-up-people with imagination that 
refused to be tamed. So why can’t I be that?”

IANS

A
ctor Channing Tatum and Jenna 
Dewan, who have been mar-
ried for nine years, announced 
their split in a joint statement on 
Tuesday.

They have “lovingly chosen to separate 
as a couple”, read a statement issued to 
people.com.

“Hey world! So... We have something 
we would like to share. First off, it feels odd 
that we have to share this kind of thing with 
everyone, but it’s a consequence of the lives 
we’ve chosen to lead, which we also hap-
pen to be deeply grateful for. We fell deeply 
in love so many years ago and have had a 
magical journey together.

“Absolutely nothing has changed about 
how much we love one another, but love is 
a beautiful adventure that is taking us on 
different paths for now. There are no secrets 
nor salacious events at the root of our 
decision - just two best-friends realising 
it’s time to take some space and help each 
other live the most joyous, fulfilled lives as 
possible,” the statement read.

The actors, both 37, have one daughter, 
Everly, who will turn 5 in May. They first 
met on the set of their 2006 movie “Step 
Up” and began dating shortly after before 
walking down the aisle in 2009.

“We are still a family and will always be 
loving dedicated parents to Everly (daugh-
ter). We won’t be commenting beyond 

A
ctress Millie Bobby Brown is 
reportedly getting an almost $ 
3 million raise in her salary for 
the third season of “Stranger 
Things”.

The 14-year-old actress is paid 
$350,00 per episode for the upcom-
ing third season of the hit thriller 
series. With that, Brown sepa-
rates herself from the rest of the 
young actors in the Netflix series 
in terms of salary, and was put on 
par with adult stars Winona Ryder 
and David Harbour in the “A tier”, 
reports tmz.com.

This means Brown earns 
$3.15 million in total as season 
3 has 9 episodes. It shows a mas-
sive bump from her original con-
tract, which allegedly states that she 
will be paid approximately $225,000.

According to earlier reports the other 
young cast members, including Finn 
Wolfhard, Gaten Matarazzo, Caleb 
McLaughlin and Noah Schnapp, 
were among the “B tier”, collecting 
$250,000 per episode. 

Meanwhile, the actors who 
play teenage characters such as 
Natalia Dyer, Charlie Heaton 
and Joe Keery made up the “C 
tier” with $150,000 per episode.

The salary raise arrives 
after Brown bagged the tro-
phy of Favourite TV Actress 
award at the 2018 Kids’ 
Choice Awards, which were 
held on March 24 in Ingle-
wood, California.

IANS

S
ocial media in-
fluencers summit 
Influencers Gig 
will host popular 
YouTuber Vita-

lyzdTv and internet sensa-
tion Just Sul for its first edi-
tion, which will be held here 
on April 26 and in Bengaluru 
on April 29.

Nouman Khan, founder 
and CEO, Influencers Gig, 
said in a statement that the 
summit aims to “ignite the 
spark of creativity of the 
emerging influencers and 
provide them guidance and 
motivation to create extraor-
dinary content and shape 
their journey to become an 
influencer”.

“We also aim to escalate 
the current scenario of Influ-
encer marketing and take it 
to greater heights, creating a 
saga of this new generation 
career option.”

The event will see 
participation from over 
3,000 influencers, brands, 
digital platforms and social 
media agencies in a day-long 

session comprising panel 
discussions, workshops, 
Influencer meet and greets 
and question and answer 
sessions. 

Vitaly Zdorovetskiy, bet-
ter known by his YouTube 
username VitalyzdTv, is a 
Russian-American YouTube 
prankster whose channel 
videos have reached over 1.5 
billion views and has more 
than 9.5 million subscribers. 

“It’s your life, it’s your 
choice. That is honestly what 
keeps me going, you only 
have one life to live, don’t 
worry to much what others 
think, work hard, enjoy it 
and be a villain. That’s my 
message to all my Indian 
fans,” Zdorovetskiy said.

Shantinath Ganpat Sul, 
better known as Just Sul is 
a 49-year-old mechanical 
engineer from Mumbai. He 
is employed in Zambia as an 
engineer. 

“I am coming to India as 
a different personality now 
and I cannot wait to meet 
my Indian fans,” Sul said.

B
ollywood actor Akshay Kumar 
and Yuva Sena President Aditya 
Thackeray on Tuesday inaugurated 
a public toilet, fully funded by the 
actor following a tweet from wife 

Twinkle Khanna, at the famed Juhu Beach.
The bio-toilet, costing around a million 

rupees, was handed over to the BrihanMum-
bai Municipal Corporation (BMC).

“Good morning and I guess here is the 
first scene of Toilet Ek Prem Katha part 2 
#WhenYourWalkGoesDownTheToilet,” said 
Twinkle’s sarcastic tweet on August 19 last 
year, showing a picture of a man defecating in 
public.

Though the tweet evoked mixed reac-
tions, with many complaining about her lack 
of compassion for the poor, it spurred the 
action hero Akshay into serious activity and 
he decided to fund a bio-toilet complex at the 
beach.

The toilet has a running water facility and 
separate enclosures for men and women.

Akshay described the effort as “a small 
contribution on his part to our dear city... but 
just the beginning” which is expected to be a 
boon to several thousands of locals and tour-
ists who throng Juhu beach daily.

Aditya Thackeray lauded the initiative 
after Akshay’s free self-defence classes for 
women, 100 sanitary pad vending machines 
and other social contributions.

IANS

M
egastar Amitabh 
Bachchan recorded a 
song for his upcom-
ing film “102 Not 
Out” despite “medi-

cal procedures”.
The 75-year-old actor took to 

Twitter and his official blog to share 
the pictures from the recording 
studio.

“The world of music knows no 
boundaries and no rest. Despite 
late hours and medical procedures. 
102NotOut there is an additional 
song now. I mean, how can produc-
tion push a non-singer to these 
limits.... BAADDUUMMBAAAA,” 
Bachchan tweeted.

On his blog the actor said music 
for him is “the essence of life”.

“Music... the softness of life, the 

luminosity in the dark caverns, the 
quintessence and embodiment epit-
omising ‘that strain again ..’, pulling 
at imagined threads that intertwine 
every pore,” he wrote.

Billed as the most unusual father-
son story, “102 Not Out” is based on 
playwright Saumya Joshi’s popular 
Gujarati play of the same name.

Umesh Shukla has helmed the 
project, which also stars Rishi Ka-
poor.

The film features Bachchan as a 
102-year-old man and Kapoor will 
play his 75-year-old son.

The film, set for release on May 
4, is produced by SPE Films India 
and Treetop Entertainment. Sony 
Pictures India will also be distribut-
ing the film worldwide.

IANS

I’m no role 
model: 
Pharrell 
Williams

Channing, Jenna split after nine years

Millie Bobby Brown gets almost 
$3 mn raise for ‘Stranger Things’

VitalyzdTv, Just 
Sul to visit India 
for Influencers Gig

Twinkle’s tweet spurs 
hubby Akshay to fund 
Mumbai toilet

Big B records song of ‘102 Not Out’ despite ‘medical procedures’

this, and we thank you all in advance for 
respecting our family’s privacy. Sending lots 
of love to everyone, Chan and Jenna,” they 
said. 

IANS
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How microscopic marine algae impact 
global climate and Indian monsoon 

Mars parachute sent high up in key NASA test

Hubble spots farthest individual star ever seen India trying to revive link with GSAT-6A

NASA invests in tech for space exploration missions

Pune, April 3 (India Science 
Wire): In a few weeks from now, 
seasonal forecast for the Indian 
summer monsoon will be an-
nounced. Among various param-
eters that determine the fate of 
the monsoon is the sea surface 
temperature, more specifically, 
the contrast between land and 
sea temperatures. But what are 
the parameters that determine sea 
surface temperatures?

While much attention is paid 
to the air-sea interaction and 
ocean dynamic processes that 
determine these temperatures, 
what remains largely underap-
preciated is the role of ‘clouds’ 
in the ocean that can block the 
amount of sunlight penetrating 
below the surface and thus play a 
significant role in determining the 
sea surface temperatures. 

These ‘clouds’ are actually 
photosynthesizing algae, phy-
toplankton. Phytoplankton re-
sponds much faster to processes 
that altertemperature than the 
temperature itself, which changes 
slowlydue to water’s high heat 
capacity. This means that the 
phytoplankton are often early in-
dicators of an impending change 
in temperature and can offer a 
potential to extend the lead time 
of climate predictionssuch as that 
of El Niño as well as the Indian 
monsoon.

As early as the 1960s, it be-
came clear that the microscopic 
algae photosynthesize and serve 
as the bottom of the invaluable 
food chain and that they can affect 
the depth of penetration of solar 
radiation into the ocean and influ-
ence ocean temperatures. Satellite 
chlorophyll data were used in the 
1990s to argue that the strong 
coastal upwelling off Somalia dur-
ing the Indian monsoon season 
may have asignificant influence 
on the ocean-atmosphere interac-
tions.  A study led by me in 2002, 
using an ocean model and satel-
lite chlorophyll data, showed that 
the impact of chlorophyll in the 
critical eastern equatorial Pacific 
can be important enough to con-
trol the amplitude and frequency 
of El Niño and La Niña events. 

A series of studies by the Uni-
versity of Maryland- NASA group 
and several other groups have 
used ocean-atmosphere coupled 
climate models to explore shad-
ing effect of the phytoplankton. 
The depth to which solar radiation 
can penetrate affects the heating 
rate of the upper ocean down 
to a 100meter or more and this 
influences the warming of the sea 
surface which in turn alters the 
atmospheric winds, humidity and 
clouds and thus El Niño, La Niña 
and the monsoon. 

One of our studies employed 

satellite data for chlorophyll, 
surface temperatures, sea level 
and outgoing longwave radia-
tion (OLR).OLR is an indicator 
of rainfall – heavy clouds reduce 
OLR and high OLR means shallow, 
non-rainy clouds or clear skies. We 
showed that during the demise of 
the strong 1997-98 El Niño, the 
surface chlorophyll was able to 
respond to changes in the ocean 
temperatures below the surface 
by February of 1998. This was 
astonishing because the surface 
temperatures did not cool down 
till May of 1998.

Phytoplankton respond rap-
idly to subsurface temperature 
changessince these changes are 
typically associated with changes 
in nutrient concentration. On the 
other hand, the heat capacity of 
the ocean is high and the surface 
temperatures of oceans change 
much more slowly. This has im-
plications for predicting the end of 
El Niño. Our study focused on the 
decay phase of the El Niño due to 
the dramatic changes seen in the 
satellite chlorophyll data.

Now a new study from NOAA’s 
Geophysical Fluid Dynamics Lab-
oratory in Princeton published 
recently in Geophysical Research 
Letters says that surface chloro-
phyll responds much before the 
sea surface temperature during 
the evolution of El Niño’s as well. 

This group has used an Earth 
System model which includes 
the ocean-land-atmosphere-
nutrients-phytoplankton and 
the interactions between them. 
Based on this insight, this study 
has suggestedthat a new index 
for El Niño can be developed with 
phytoplankton as an early indica-
tion of the potential arrival as well 
as the demise of an El Niño. 

This also raises important 
questions about the impact of 
phytoplankton and bio-climate 
feedbacks in the Indian Ocean. A 
recent study of mine with Vinu-
Valsalahas shown that chlorophyll 
response off Somalia has a strong 
air-sea carbon flux signature. The 
heating effect of one of the stron-
gest the phytoplankton blooms in 
this region will have a quantifiable 
influence on the southwesterly 
winds that bring moisture and co-
pious rains to India during the 
summer monsoon. The models 
being developed at Indian Institute 
of Tropical Meteorology (IITM) at 
Pune and the observational efforts 
by other research institutions in 
India are ideally suited to advance 
the process of understanding 
predictive abilities of not only the 
monsoon but also fisheries and 
carbon fluxes. The second Inter-
national Indian Ocean Expedition 
underway could also help advance 
further research in this field. 

Washington, Apr i l  2 
(IANS):  A supersonic 
parachute designed for 
future missions to Mars 
has undergone a suc-
cessful test in which it 
was sent very high up in 
the sky in a rocket from 
NASA’s Wallops Flight 
Facility in Virginia.

The test was meant 
to mimic the conditions 
that a spacecraft would 
experience during a Red 
Planet entry, descent and 
landing, Space.com re-
ported on Sunday. 

The successful launch 
of Advanced Supersonic 
Parachute Inflation Re-

search Experiment or 
ASPIRE atop a sounding 
rocket on Saturday came 
after several days of de-
lays due to rough seas 
at the parachute’s recov-
ery zone in the Atlantic 
Ocean.

The 18-meter-long 
Terrier-Black Brant IX 
rocket carried ASPIRE to 
a maximum altitude of 51 
kilometres.

The parachute un-
furled shortly thereafter, 
while ASPIRE was travel-
ling significantly faster 
than the speed of sound. 

ASPIRE went so high 
up because the Martian 

atmosphere is just one 
per cent as dense as that 
of Earth.

The payload was a 
bullet-nosed, cylindri-
cal structure holding a 
supersonic parachute, 
the parachute’s deploy-
ment mechanism, and 
the test’s high-definition 
instrumentation, includ-
ing cameras, to record 
data.

The payload splashed 
down in the Atlantic 
Ocean 40 miles from Wal-
lops Island and will be re-
covered and returned to 
Wallops for data retrieval 
and inspection.

Washington, April 3 (IANS): Setting 
a new distance record, astronomers 
using NASA’s Hubble Space Tele-
scope have discovered an enormous 
blue star nicknamed “Icarus”, the 
farthest individual star ever seen.

They also used Icarus to test one 
theory of dark matter and to probe 
the make-up of a foreground galaxy 
cluster, the US space agency said on 
Tuesday.

“This is the first time we’re seeing 
a magnified, individual star. You can 
see individual galaxies out there, but 
this star is at least 100 times farther 
away than the next individual star 
we can study, except for supernova 
explosions,” explained Patrick Kelly, 
study leader from University of Min-
nesota, Twin Cities.

The star, harboured in a very dis-
tant spiral galaxy, is so far away that 
its light has taken nine billion years 
to reach Earth.

Icarus, whose official name is 
“MACS J1149+2223 Lensed Star 1”, 
is only visible because it is being 
magnified by the gravity of a massive 
galaxy cluster -- located about five 
billion light-years from Earth.

In gravitational lensing, gravity 
from a foreground, massive cluster 
of galaxies acts as a natural lens in 
space, bending and amplifying light.

The discovery of Icarus through 
gravitational lensing has initiated a 
new way for astronomers to study 
individual stars in distant galaxies.

These observations provide 
a rare, detailed look at how stars 

evolve, especially the most luminous 
stars, NASA said.

Detecting the amplification of 
a single, pinpoint background star 
provided a unique opportunity to 
test the nature of dark matter in the 
cluster.

Dark matter is an invisible mate-
rial that makes up most of the uni-
verse’s mass.

When NASA’s James Webb Space 
Telescope is launched, astronomers 
expect to find many more stars like 
Icarus.

“Webb’s extraordinary sensitiv-
ity will allow measurement of even 
more details, including whether 
these distant stars are rotating. Such 
magnified stars may even be found 
to be fairly common,” NASA added.

B e n g a l u r u ,  A p r i l  3 
(IANS): Indian space sci-
entists and engineers are 
making all-out efforts to 
establish a link with the 
communication satellite 
GSAT-6A launched on 
March 29, said an official 
on Tuesday.

“Efforts are on to es-
tablish the communica-
tion link with the satel-
lite,” an official from the 
Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) told 
IANS here.

On Sunday, ISRO ad-
mitted that it lost the cru-
cial link with GSAT-6A, two 
days after it was launched 
on board the Geosyn-

chronous Satellite Launch 
Vehicle (GSLV) from its 
spaceport in Sriharikota 
in Andhra Pradesh, 80 km 
northeast of Chennai.

The satellite was to 
be placed in its intended 
orbit 36,000 km above 
ground level after three 
orbit-raising manoeuvres 
from the space agency’s 
Master Control Facility 
(MCF) at Hassan in Kar-
nataka, about 180 km 
from Bengaluru.

The communication 
teams at the MCF are 
hopeful to restore the link 
when the 2,000 kg satel-
lite will be closer to them 
by hovering over India 

on Tuesday, as it orbits 
around the earth above 
36,000 km away for every 
20 hours a day.

Former ISRO Chair-
man K. Kasturirangan 
believes that each glitch 
in the space field is dy-
namic and could not be 
predicted.

“Nothing is common 
when it comes to space 
and each glitch is dynam-
ic and contemporary,” he 
told IANS.

ISRO Chairman K. Si-
van earlier told IANS that 
the data available with 
the space agency shows 
that the satellite was 
“alive” and that restoring 

the communication link 
was possible.

“We are going through 
the data meticulously to 
establish a link with the 
satellite,” Sivan had said.

Sivan, however, as-
serted that the efforts to 
connect with the satellite 
would not affect or delay 
other ISRO’s projects in 
any way.

With a life span of 10 
years, the satellite, worth 
over Rs 240 crore, was 
meant to provide a plat-
form for developing tech-
nologies that could be 
useful in satellite based 
mobile communication 
applications.

Washington, April 1 (IANS): NASA is 
investing in several next-generation 
technology concepts that will help 
the US space agency use them for 
future space exploration missions.

This include meteoroid impact 
detection, space telescope swarms 
and small orbital debris mapping 
technologies, NASA said in a state-
ment.

It has selected 25 early-stage 
proposals that have the potential 
to transform future human and 
robotic exploration missions, intro-
duce new exploration capabilities 
and significantly improve current 
approaches to building and operat-
ing aerospace systems.

These proposals have been 

selected under the Phase I of 
the “The NASA Innovative Ad-
vanced Concepts (NIAC) Pro-
gram”, which nurtures vision-
ary ideas that could transform 
future NASA missions with 
the creation of breakthroughs 
while engaging the country’s 
innovators and entrepreneurs 
as partners in the journey.

“The concepts can then 
be evaluated for potential in-
clusion into our early stage 
technology portfolio,” said Jim 
Reuter, acting Associate Ad-
ministrator of NASA’s Space Tech-
nology Mission Directorate. 

Phase I awards are valued at 
approximately $125,000, over nine 

months, to support initial defini-
tion and analysis of their concepts. 
If these basic feasibility studies are 
successful, awardees can apply for 
Phase II awards.

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1778SUD0KU 1618
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.
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ACROSS
1. Walked
6. Scattered seeds
10. Genghis ____
14. French for “Study”
15. Member of the lily family
16. Luminous radiation
17. Rounded structure in a 

flower
18. Place
19. Almost to overflowing
20. Example or sample
22. Foamy preparation
24. Greek god of war
25. Erred or blamed
26. ______ Island, New York
29. Am not (slang)
30. Singer ____ Braxton
31. “Unsnarling”
37. Cars
39. Long period of time
40. External
41. Keeness and forcefulness of 

thought or expression
44. A tribe of Israel
45. Employ
46. One who works in the 

petroleum industry
48. Writes hastily
52. Young Womens Christian 

Association
53. Relating to a choir
54. Abstaining from marriage
58. Thorny flower
59. City in New Mexico
61. Polite
62. Range or extent
63. Depression era migrant farm 

worker
64. Name that means “Night” 

in Arabic
65. Found in pods
66. Frying utensils
67. City in Germany

DOWN
1. Animal companions
2. Above
3. Remedy

4. Teaching and learning
5. Longing
6. Bargains
7. “Wiseguy” star Ken ____
8. Misfortune
9. Developer of “Game 

Theory” (math), 
Johannes von _______

10. City in Afghanistan
11. Wood or grove
12. Get up 
13. Nominated
21. List of choices
23. Expenditures

25. _____ee = woman 
engaged to be married

26. Immediately (medical)
27. Journey
28. Initial wager
29. Make amends
32. Approaches
33. Puts babies to sleep
34. Article
35. Baltic river
36. Smile
38. Indeterminate 

vowel 
42. Small summit or pinnacle

43. Wail
47. Hanging mass of ice
48. Refuse
49. Task
50. Latin for “Rose-colored” 

or “Pink-flowered”
51. Regions
52. Affirmatives
54. Metal money
55. French for “Notice”
56. Thin slab of clay or stone
57. Style
60. Also Known As

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1617
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Philander stars in S Africa's 
3-1 Test series win vs Australia

Players' union calls for reduced 
bans for ball-tamperers

Esa Warriors to clash with 
Diphu XI in final today

Tottenham announce record 
revenue for 2016-17 season

Flying Ducks FC wins 
open penalty shootout

Super Cup:  Jamshedpur ride goalie's 
heroics to edge past Minerva in tiebreaker

Defiant New Zealand hold on 
for draw to win England series

Nearly one third of Champions 
League matches one-sided – survey

SILVER CUP

South Africa's captain Faf du Plessis‚ Äö centre left, walks to teammates at the end play on the fifth day of the final cricket test 
match between South Africa and Australia at the Wanderers stadium in Johannesburg, South Africa, Tuesday, April 3. 

AP/PTI

Winner of the tournament Flying Ducks FC and runners-up Youngsters FC along with the referees 
after tournament at DDSC stadium on Tuesday. 

Ish Sodhi

Johannesburg, April 3 
(IANS): South Africa rode 
on paceman Vernon Phi-
lander's sensational spell 
(6/21) to thrash Australia 
by 492 runs in the final Test 
and clinch the four-match 
series 3-1 at the Wanderers 
Stadium here on Tuesday.

This is the Protea's first 
Test series win at home 
over Australia since 1970.

Many were wondering 
whether Morne Morkel 
would produce an out-
standing swansong on his 
final day as a South Africa 
Test cricketer, but he was 
robbed of the limelight by 
his fellow quick Philander.

Australia's day got off 
to a horrid start and never 
looked to improve. Philan-
der was on the money on 
the first ball of the day as 
Shaun Marsh clipped an 
inside-edge onto his pad, 
which gifted a simple catch 
to gully.

His second scalp was 
his 200th Test wicket as 
Mitchell Marsh departed 
for nought. Philander had 
set the tone. From thereon, 
Australia could only de-
lay the inevitable and they 
barely did that. The next 
delivery dropped just short 
of third slip.

Neutral supporters 
were denied the chance to 
see Morkel, who took 2/18 
on day four, first up, as Ka-
giso Rabada also found his 
lines straight away. There 

can't have been too many 
supporters outside of Aus-
tralia, who didn't want to 
see the towering quick go 
out with a bang.

Having batted Australia 
out of the game, South Af-
rica had robbed Australia of 
any hope on day four, set-
ting a mountainous target 
of 612 after finally declaring 
on 344/6 in their second 
innings.

Skipper Faf du Plessis 
had soldiered on through a 
nasty finger injury to notch 
a hundred on day four, to 
guide the hosts to a com-
manding position.

The South Africa cap-
tain conceded that he also 
needed to manage his fast 
bowlers, some of whom 
were carrying knocks, in-
cluding the mighty Phi-
lander who was struggling 
with a groin injury. 

South Africa chose to 
add further bruises to an al-
ready peppered outfit, and 
the away side's trepidation 
showed in their lack of fight 
on day five. 

Philander got his third 
of the morning when Peter 
Handscomb was caught 
in two minds and dragged 
one on to his stumps, mak-
ing it 95/6 -- further reward 
for an unrelenting spell of 
bowling that was truly test-
ing the batters' judgement 
on whether to play or leave. 

Pat Cummins -- who 
had nine wickets and a 

half-century in the match 
-- has proven himself to be 
a very capable lower-order 
batsman, but his prema-
ture arrival at the crease 
was testament to South 
Africa's excellent start to 
the final day. 

New skipper Tim Paine 
nicked one behind off Phi-
lander, whose figures for 
the day were now 4/3 from 
4.5 overs. That became 5/3 
when he bowled Cummins 
to make it 100/8, before 
debutant Chadd Sayers was 
removed for a golden duck 
after surrendering with a 
loose and carefree drive, 
which was grabbed at third 
slip by Dean Elgar. It was 
fast becoming one of the 
great spells of bowling.

It was a shame the final 
wicket was a run out, which 
denied Morkel a suitable 
ending to a fantastic Test 
career. 

South Africa will take 
a lot of confidence from 
this spirited performance, 
while Australia have a re-
building job on their hands.

Kohima, April 3 (EMN): Esa Warriors and 
Diphu XI will clash in the final of the ongo-
ing 9th edition of Silver Cup T-20 Cricket 
Tournament on Wednesday at Jakhama 
Local Ground from 10AM onwards.

The Silver Cup is an annual event of 
the Youth Department of Nepali Baptist 
Church Kohima on the theme “Peace and 
unity through Cricket”.

Out of the 16 teams in the road to the 
final, Esa Warriors defeated Komates by 
178 runs in the inaugural match. They won 
against SilverBacks by 52 runs in the quar-
ter finals and in semi-final Esa Warriors 
knocked Valour Cricket Club by 84 runs.

On the other hand, Diphu XI on their 

road to the final got a walk over in the 
round of 16 as Shillong Mavericks failed to 
turn up. They defeated Royal Tourniquets 
by 5 wickets in quarter finals and over 
came Kohima Hornbills also by 5 wickets 
in the semi-finals.

The final match between the two 
strong contenders will be graced by MLA 
Keneizhakho Nakhro as the chief guest and 
also hand over the prizes to the winners.

The champion of the tournament will 
receive cash award of INR. 80,000 with 
citation and trophy and runners-up INR. 
40,000 with citation and trophy. Other indi-
viduals awards are highest run getter, high-
est wicket taker and best wicket keeper. 

London, April 3 (Reuters): Tottenham Hot-
spur have announced record revenue of 
306.3 million pounds ($431 million) for the 
year ended June 30, 2017, boosted by their 
highest ever Premier League finish and a 
Champions League group stage campaign.

The commencement of a three-year 
Premier League domestic broadcasting 
deal helped Spurs earn 149.8 million 
pounds in TV and media revenue, up from 
the previous year’s 94.8 million, in a season 
where the club finished second behind 
champions Chelsea. Profit from opera-

tions, excluding player transfers and before 
exceptional items and depreciation, rose 
by 54.3 million pounds to 177.6 million.

Participation in the group stages of the 
Champions League and the round of 32 of 
the Europa League resulted in gate receipts 
and prize money of 44.6 million pounds. 
Despite selling out every game, Premier 
League gate receipts were down slightly 
to 19 million pounds from 22.2 million 
following the demolition of the north-east 
corner of White Hart Lane midway through 
last season.

Bhubaneswar, April 3 
(IANS): Jamshedpur FC 
rode on young goalkeeper 
Sanjiban Ghosh's heroics 
to put it across I-League 
champions Minerva Pun-
jab FC 5-4 in a penalty 
shoot-out and take their 
place in quarterfinals of the 
Super Cup here.

In the fourth Round of 
16 match of the tourna-
ment, being played at the 
Kalinga stadium Sanjiban 
affected at least 8-9 saves 
throughout the 120 min-
utes of the match and then 
put the icing on the cake 
with two more saves in the 
sudden death tie-breaker 
to emerge the undisputed 
hero of the match on Mon-
day.

Minerva, who were 
clearly the better team in 
the match, were left ruing 
their missed chances in the 
game, including an oppor-
tunity to close the game out 
in the tie-breaker.

After a listless first 20 
minutes, the game opened 
up when Anas brought 
down Chencho in a dan-
gerous area outside the 
Jamshedpur box. Asie-
du's free kick rebounded 
off goalkeeper Sanjiban 
Ghosh, and fell tantaliz-

Dimapur, April 3 (EMN): Flying Ducks FC 
defeated Youngsters FC in the final match 
to emerged as the champion of the Open 
Penalty Shootout organised by Sinai Minis-
try in aid of its upcoming R5 Sinai Ministry 
Leadership School at DDSC Stadium, Di-
mapur on Tuesday.

The Flying Ducks FC were awarded 
a cash prize of INR 35,000 sponsored by 
Barak Football Club and gift vouchers 

sponsored by Anytime Fitness. While the 
runners-up Youngsters FC received a cash 
prize of INR 20,000 and gift vouchers spon-
sored by Anytime Fitness.

Altogether 20 teams participated from 
different churches, clubs and villages took 
part in the one- day  tournament. 

The Goalkeeper of the Flying Ducks FC 
was adjudged as the best goalkeeper and 
was awarded a cash prize of INR 3,000. 

Australia’s players’ union has called 
for a reduction in the bans handed 
out to Steve Smith, David Warner 

and Cameron Bancroft for their part 
in the ball-tampering scandal in South 
Africa last week, describing them as “dis-
proportionate”.

Former captain Smith and former vice 
captain Warner were handed 12-month 
bans, and batsman Bancroft suspended 
for nine months by Cricket Australia after 
the latter was caught using a piece of 
sandpaper on the ball in the third test in 
Cape Town.

“The proposed penalties are dis-
proportionate relative to precedent,” 
Australian Cricketers’ Association (ACA) 
president Greg Dyer told a news confer-
ence in Sydney on Tuesday.

“We ask that consideration be given 
to recalibrating the proposed sanctions, 
to consider options such as suspending 
or reducing part of the sanction.

“To consider allowing the players 
to return to domestic cricket earlier, for 
example, as part of their rehabilitation.”

The players have until Thursday to 
appeal their bans, decisions Dyer be-
lieved were “imminent” but “highly per-
sonal” to be decided by the players with 
their own legal counsel.

The trio returned to Australia at the 
end of last week, all three giving emotion-
al news conferences where they accepted 
responsibility for their actions with none 
suggesting they might appeal.

Smith and Warner, who were also 
stripped of their leadership positions, 

stand to lose millions of dollars in earn-
ings with sponsors dropping them last 
week and the bans costing them $1.85 
million Indian Premier League contracts 
for this season.

Smith and Bancroft were banned 
from holding leadership positions within 
the Australian team for two years, while 
Warner will never be able to hold such a 
position again. The harsher penalty for 
Warner reflects the findings of the Cricket 
Australia investigation which alleged the 
opening batsman was the chief instigator 
of the plot to cheat.

Warner, who has said he was resigned 
to not playing for his country again, at-
tracted some criticism after his news 
conference in Sydney on Saturday for not 
answering questions, instead deflecting 
them with a pre-prepared line.

Bancroft was cast as the junior player 
led astray by Warner, while Smith appears 
to be well on his way to redemption after 
breaking down in tears after his arrival 
news conference.

Dyer said the contrition of the players 
should be taken into account along with 
the precedent — no player has previously 
received more than a one-match ban for 
the offence — and a lack of due process in 
the Cricket Australia probe.

“I think Australia cried with Steve 
Smith last Thursday. I know I certainly 
did,” Dyer added. “We ask for this extraor-
dinary contrition to be taken into account 
by Cricket Australia just as it would be in 
any fair and proper process.”

Reuters

ingly at the feet of an on-
rushing Deepak Devrani. 
The defender, with only a 
fallen goalkeeper to beat, 
lobbed over.

Then in the 26th min-
ute, off a Robin Gurung 
cross from the left flank, the 
ball found a faint deflection 
from a diving Farukh, fell 
invitingly at the feet of Bel-
fort, who muffed his shot 
to allow Bikash to unleash 
a curling left footer, which 

beat Kiran Limbu all ends 
up but could not beat the 
Minerva upright.

Akash's second beau-
ty of the half, found Girik 
Khosla one on one with 
the keeper again, but the 
forward's shot was saved 
ably by Sanjiban, who had 
a brilliant game.

The half ended with 
a booking for the experi-
enced Anas, when he went 
into referee Santhosh's 

book for a second cynical 
tackle in the game, this 
time on Girik Khosla, just 
outside the Jamshedpur 
box.

Although possession 
was even, Minerva clearly 
ended the half, the stronger 
side.

The second half mir-
rored the first in terms of 
Minerva having the bet-
ter chances and looking 
the stronger side, although 

Christchurch, April 3 (Reuters):  Tail-ender Ish So-
dhi hit a gutsy half century as New Zealand fought 
a defiant rearguard action on a tense final day to 
hold on for a draw in the second test on Tuesday 
and secure a first series win over England since 1999.

Winners of the first test in Auckland by an in-
nings and 49 runs, New Zealand were 256 for eight 
when the umpires offered Sodhi the light, still 126 
runs in arrears but with the all-important draw 
secure.

England made the perfect start to the final day 
when Stuart Broad claimed wickets with the first 
two deliveries but the tourists, looking for a first 
overseas test win in 13 outings, were unable to 
winkle out the final few batsmen.

Opener Tom Latham scored 83 but it was 
spinner Sodhi’s 168-ball 56 not out that most 
frustrated England, who scored 307 in their first 
innings and 352-9 declared in the second after 
New Zealand’s 278.

Bern, April 3 (Reuters): 
Nearly one third of matches 
in this season’s Champions 
League have been one-
sided, ending in a differ-
ence of three goals or more, 
according to a survey by a 
Swiss-based institute.

The CIES Football Ob-
servatory analysed results 
in 29 European competi-
tions - 27 domestic leagues 
p l u s  t h e  C h a m p i o n s 
League and Europa League 
- and found that the num-
ber of “very uneven” games 
had increased in 20 of those 
compared to last season.

“This analysis reveals 
the general trend towards 

competitive imbalance in 
European football,” it said.

UEFA President Alek-
sander Ceferin has said that 
lack of competitive balance 
was the biggest issue facing 
European club football.

The flagship Champi-
ons League has become in-
creasingly dominated by a 
handful of elite clubs while 
many domestic leagues 
have turned into one-horse 
races, such as the Bundes-
liga where Bayern Munich 
are cruising towards a sixth 
successive title.

The CIES study said the 
Champions League had the 
highest number of games 

ending in a difference of 
three goals or more at 29.5 
percent, compared to 21 
percent at the same stage 
last season.

Of Europe’s five big-
gest domestic leagues, the 
figure was highest in the 
English Premier League at 
21.9 percent and was low-
est in the Bundesliga at 11.1 
percent, down 5.6 percent 
on last season despite a 
number of high-scoring 
games involving Bayern 
Munich. The figures for the 
other big five leagues were 
19.8 percent in Serie A, 17.9 
percent in La Liga and 17.6 
in Ligue 1.

possession remained di-
vided equally.

The best chance of 
the half, came in the 56th 
minute, with Chencho and 
Akash Sangwan again at the 
heart of it. 

Minerva finished with 
two more chances going 
a begging, Chencho hit-
ting the side netting and 
this time Bali Gagandeep 
(brought in in the 77th 
minute for Girik Khosla) 
having his shot saved by 
Sanjiban. 

Sumeet Passi converted 
Jamshedpur's fifth to put 
them ahead 4-3 and Ka-
malpreet then cooly con-
verted for the Punjab side 
to get into sudden death.

K iran Limbu then 
stopped Bikash Jairu's 
power drive and the Miner-
va's goalkeeper then opted 
to seal the issue himself, 
but Sanjiban extended his 
brilliant day with a crucial 
save.

T h e  e x p e r i e n c e d 
Mehtab Hussain then con-
verted cheekily and San-
jiban blocked Bali Gangan-
deep's shot for Minerva 
and it rebounded off the 
post to send Jamshedpur 
FC into ecstasy and the Su-
per Cup quarterfinals.

Players of Jamshedpur(red) and 
Minerva Punjab seen in action. 


