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Dimapur, April 2 (EMN): Nagaland 
has been ranked third among 29 
states and 7 union territories (UT) 
in the list of lowest crime rate under 
the Indian Penal Code (IPC). The 
list was recently released by the 
National Crime Records Bureau 
(NCRB). 

However, the latest NCRB data 
covers only the period between 
2014 and 2016. According to the 
NCRB numbers, Nagaland ranks 
lowest among the Northeast states 
in the list of “state/UT-wise IPC 
crimes and crime rate from 2014 
to 2016”.

Nagaland recorded 1376 crimes 
in said period, the NRCB data 
shows. In the three years between 
2014 and 2016, Nagaland's IPC 
crime figure remains the low-
est among the Northeast states; 
conversely, Assam has the highest 
recorded crimes.

On a broader scale, the crime 
rate of Assam is ranked among 
the top 5 list of states with highest 
number of crime records in the 
country.

Aside from recording the lowest 
IPC crime cases in the Northeast, 
Nagaland has been ranked third 
highest in the crime category of 
Special and Local Laws (SLL) with 
1670 cases. Arunachal Pradesh 
recorded the lowest SLL crimes in 
the NE with 542 crimes. 

As reported earlier in Eastern 
Mirror, criminal offences under the 
Nagaland Liquor Total Prohibition 
Act had topped the SLL chart with 
503 cases during 2014, 2015 and 
2016. Cases under the Foreigners 
Act had the lowest registration at 
13.  

From 2014-16 there were as 
many as 5337180 SLL crimes com-
mitted across the country, accord-
ing to the NCRB.

Violent crimes 
In 2016, Nagaland recorded 302 
cases of violent crimes – the second 
lowest among NE states, behind 
Mizoram. Assam topped list with 
24165 – ranking 6th highest in the 
country. 

In the national scale, Nagaland 
ranked 29th.  Out of the 15 catego-
ries under violent crimes, Naga-
land recorded 'nil' in infanticide, 
foeticide, and attempt to commit 
culpable homicide. ‘Kidnapping 
and abduction’ recorded the most 
with 91 cases. 

Also, under Grievous Hurt (Sec 

325,326, 326A and 326B IPC) in-
cluding cases of ‘acid attack’ and 
‘attempt to acid attack’ crimes, Na-
galand has the least recorded cases 
in the Northeast with 37, followed 
by Meghalaya with 113. There 
were 36 murder cases in Nagaland 
in 2016. Ten were recorded under 
‘personal vendetta or enmity’; six 
for property disputes; seven for 
'gain'; one during ‘robbery/extor-
tion’; one under ‘lunacy’; and 11 
under ‘other motives’. 

Crime against women 
As per the NCRB record, Nagaland 

recorded the least cases of 'crime 
against women' in the Northeast 
for three consecutive years (2014, 
2015, and 2016).  Though the chart 
shows that crime against women 
increased each year – from 68 in 
2014 to 91 crimes in 2015 and to 
105 in 2016 – the rank among NE 
states remained lowest each year. 

In 2016, Nagaland was ranked 
32nd in the list making it ‘the safest 
place for women’ out of all the 29 
states and three other UTs. 

Crime against children 
Among all the 29 states, Nagaland 
registered the lowest number of 
cases under ‘crime against chil-
dren’, according to the NCRB data. 
In 2014, Nagaland recorded 25 
cases of crime against children; 
61 in 2015; and 78 in 2016.  A total 
of 290553 cases of crime against 
children were recorded across the 
country in the period between 2014 
and 2106. 

Other crimes 
In the same period, Nagaland re-
corded two cases of cyber crime 
– to rank lowest among NE states. 
Assam's record of 1558 cases made 
it the highest ranked in the region.  

Also, even as economic of-
fences committed from 2014 to 
2016 increased yearly, Nagaland 
still recorded the least in Northeast 
with 322 offences followed by Mi-
zoram with 327. 

In the NCRB chart, ‘currency 
recovered’ in Nagaland during the 
2014-2016 reads ‘nil’. In the North-
east only Assam and Manipur have 
recorded ‘counted figures’.  Also, 
the NCRB record shows that no 
cases of 'killed in police firing' were 
recorded in Nagaland, Manipur, 
Mizoram, and Tripura. On crimes 
committed by foreigners, Nagaland 
has a record of one case in 2016. 

New Delhi, April 2 (IANS): Six 
persons were killed and dozens 
injured as Dalit protests dur-
ing a day-long nation-wide 
shutdown on Monday turned 
violent in India amid anger 
against a Supreme Court order 
that dilutes a law aimed at pre-
venting atrocities against Dalits 
and Tribes.

The government, in a bid 
to pacify the agitated activists, 
said it had filed a petition in the 
apex court seeking a review of 
its March 20 order that bars au-
tomatic arrest and registration 
of cases for alleged harassment 
of Dalits and others. But the top 
court denied an urgent hearing 
of the matter.

Protesters clashed with 
police in Gujarat, Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Punjab, 
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 
Jharkhand, Bihar and Odisha 

-- states where normal life was 
paralysed in varying degrees 
amid incidences of violence 
and arson.

The central government 
rushed 800 anti-riot policemen 
to violence-hit Uttar Pradesh 
and Madhya Pradesh. A Home 
Ministry official in Delhi said 
two companies of Rapid Action 
Force (RAF) were sent to Meerut 
and one company each to Agra 
and Hapur in Uttar Pradesh.

Clashes turned deadly in 
Madhya Pradesh where five 
persons were killed and dozens 
injured, forcing officials to im-
pose curfew in Morena, Gwalior 
and Bhind districts. Protests 
were also held Bhopal as agita-
tors blocked roads in the state 
capital. Madhya Pradesh Chief 
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
made a passionate appeal for 
peace.

Police said one person each 
was killed in Bhind and Morena 
while three died in Gwalior. The 
dead in Morena was identi-
fied as Rahul Pathak, a student 
leader. 

Gwalior District Magistrate 
Rahul Jain told IANS that at least 
22 persons were injured, some 
critically, in clashes in his dis-
trict, where prohibitory orders 
banning large gatherings were 
also imposed. "Three people 
have been conformed dead in 
Gwalior." Jain said.

A man identified as Pawan 
Kumar was killed in Rajasthan's 
Alwar as violence was also re-
ported from other parts of the 
state including Jaipur, Ajmer, 
Jaisalmer, Barmer, Jodhpur and 
Udaipur.

Punjab and Haryana also 
saw widespread protests. Shops, 
educational institutions and 

other establishments remained 
closed and Class 10 and 12 
examinations were deferred in 
Punjab, which has the highest 
concentration of Scheduled 
Castes, constituting nearly 32 
per cent its 2.8 crore population.

Hundreds of protesters car-
rying swords, sticks, baseball 
bats and flags forced shopkeep-
ers and other establishments 
in Jalandhar, Amritsar and 
Bathinda too shut down. Pro-
tests also took place in Rohtak 
and other towns of neighbour-
ing Haryana.

In Bihar, activists disrupted 
rail and road traffic. Mobs shut 
down markets and shops as 
well as educational institutions, 
police said. Supporters of the 
Bhim Army and other Dalit 
outfits halted over three dozen 
long-distance and local trains, 
stranding thousands of pas-

sengers.
Violence was reported from 

Vaishali, Muzaffarpur, Nawada, 
Patna and Bhagalpur when 
protestors clashed with police. 
Violence also erupted in parts of 
Uttar Pradesh as protesters at-
tacked shops, looted some and 
pelted stones at police in Hapur, 
Agra, Meerut, Saharanpur and 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di's Lok Sabha constituency 
Varanasi.

Many cars were targeted and 
their window panes smashed. 
At some places, government 
property was targeted. Some 
people reportedly fired at a 
police team in Meerut while a 
passenger bus was set on fire. 

Also in Meerut, over 500 
Dalit youths targeted the media 
and broke their cameras as they 
were trying to photograph the 
protests.  Gujarat's major towns 

and cities also saw protests 
by Dalits amid reports of van-
dalism from Ahmedabad and 
Jamnagar.

Amid widespread anger and 
violence, the Modi government 
filed a review petition in the Su-
preme Court to seek recall of its 
judgment that ruled that there 
would be no automatic arrest 
of an accused following a com-
plaint moved under the Sched-
uled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) 
Act, 1989.

The Supreme Court had 
held on March 20 that police 
will hold an inquiry to ascertain 
the veracity of the complaint 
filed under the act before acting 
on it.  Union Law Minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad said the govern-
ment "with due respect, does 
not agree with the reasoning 
given by the apex court". 

Johannesburg, April 2 
(IANS): Anti-apartheid 
campaigner Winnie Man-
dela who was once married 
to South Africa's first black 
President Nelson Mandela 
died here on Monday, re-
ports said. She was 81.

The news came soon 
after 'Mama Winnie' was 
taken to a Johannesburg 
hospital for treatment, said 

Guwahati, April 2 (PTI): As-
sam government has can-
celled over 2.66 lakh bogus ra-
tion cards across the state and 
added more than 2.42 lakh 
people in the list of genuine 
beneficiaries, the Assembly 
was informed today.

Food and Civil Supplies 
Minister Rihon Daimary said 
over 2.66 lakh cards issued 
under the National Food Se-
curity Act (NFSA) to elimi-
nate ghost beneficiaries. In 
place of the deleted names, 
over 2.42 lakh genuine ben-
eficiaries have been added 
after verification and scrutiny, 
Daimary said.

He admitted that some 
lapses in the selection of ben-
eficiaries have been detected 
and action has been taken to 
rectify them on regular inter-
vals. The minister said people 
from higher income groups, 

whose names do not feature 
in the list of beneficiaries, 
have been requested to sur-
render their ration cards.

Officials are also tasked to 
undertake scrutiny of the lists 
from time to time to ensure 
that they are free of any error, 
he added.

Earlier, BJP MLA Narayan 
Deka said names of many 
poor and BPL families have 
not been included in the list 
of beneficiaries under the 
NFSA, while many affluent 
people have managed to add 
their own names.

The NFSA was imple-
mented in state in December 
2015 and a total of 2.5 crore 
beneficiaries have been se-
lected based on the Census 
2011 data. The Act covers over 
84 per cent of the population 
in rural areas and over 60 per 
cent in urban areas.

New Delhi, April 2 (IANS): With above 
average temperatures already being felt 
in several regions across the country, 
the weather department on Monday 
predicted one to three degrees' rise in 
temperature this year.

Warning of heat waves across sev-
eral regions, especially Rajasthan, the 
India Meteorological Department (IMD) 
last week said it had already recorded 
heat waves in some parts of Jammu and 
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 
western Rajasthan, Gujarat, Maharashtra, 
Karnataka and Goa.

According to the IMD, the core heat 
wave regions for April, May and June will be 
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 
Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, 
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, 
Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal, Orissa and 
Telangana and the meteorological subdivi-
sions of Marathwada, Vidarbha, Madhya 
Maharashtra and coastal Andhra Pradesh.

"The temperature recorded on Mon-
day showed a rise of 1 to 3 degrees Celsius 
in most parts of Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, 
Haryana, Delhi and northeastern states, in 
some parts of Rajasthan, and in one or two 
pockets of east Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, 
Gujarat, Konkan (Karnataka) and Goa and 
Marathwada (Maharashtra)," the weather 
department said.

In the past 24 hours to Monday evening, 
maximum temperatures were recorded at 
least 10 notches above the season's aver-
age at Srinagar in J&K, Manali in Himachal 

Pradesh, several regions of western Rajas-
than and isolated parts of Gujarat, Naga-
land, Assam and Arunchal Pradesh.

However, the IMD has predicted res-
pite from heat wave conditions, especially 
in Rajasthan, from April 5. "There is a pos-
sibility of rise in relative humidity over 
northwest India from April 5, 2018; as a 
result, heat wave would abate over west 
Rajasthan," it said. 

The IMD said that warmer than aver-
age temperatures are expected to prevail 
in most of the subdivisions with maximum 
anomalies in subdivisions from northwest 
India and north India. However, average to 
slightly below-average maximum temper-
atures are likely in the country's eastern, 
east central and southern subdivisions.

The IMD had in February warned 
that the pre-monsoon months this year 
-- March, April and May -- will be warmer 
than normal and the heat wave will hit 16 
states, apart from Delhi, due to various 
reasons.

According to it, Jammu & Kashmir, 
Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi and 
Himachal Pradesh will be warmer by at 
least one degree Celsius, for April, May and 
June or pre-monsoon. Uttarakhand, west 
Uttar Pradesh and east and west Rajasthan 
are likely to be warmer by 0.5 to 1 degree.

"Remaining subdivisions are likely to 
experience near-normal maximum tem-
perature anomalies," the Met Department 
had said. In all, there are 36 meteorological 
sub-divisions in India.

Centre files review petition in the Supreme Court against alleged dilution of SC/ST Act

Says several regions including Nagaland recorded 
maximum temperatures 10 notches above season’s average

Nagaland ranked third lowest 
in countrywide crime data

Winnie Madikizela-
Mandela dies aged 81

Assam cancels 2.66 
lakh bogus ration cards

Met dept. warns of heat wave till June

Dalit bandh: Violence in many states; at least 8 dead

The burning question 
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A policeman walks past a burning tyre during a protest by students over the alleged CBSE paper leak in 
Jammu on Monday. (Report in page 8) 

 

Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 29° 15°

Agartala 36° 21°

Gangtok 25° 11°

Guwahati 36° 18°

Imphal 31° 14°

Itanagar 32° 17°

Shillong 24° 10°

Delhi 38° 23°

Kolkata 35° 23°

Chennai 35° 26°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 26° 11°
DIMAPUR 33° 17°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 1mm 89%
DIMAPUR Nil 93%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

Success is never final, 
failure is never fatal. It's 

courage that counts.

~ John Wooden
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Rihanna’s song becomes Howard 
varsity’s protest anthem |  P10

Mirror Takes

Divorce is the only option sir... 
If he did not use intelligence on 
me I would have tried but now I 

cannot trust him anymore.

~ Arien

Rafael Nadal reclaims 
ATP top spot   |  P12

Now Kejriwal apologizes 
to Jaitley for misinformed 

allegations  | P8

Source: NCRB 

the Sun, quoting the 
relatives. Winnie Man-
dela worked as an activ-
ist and a politician even 
when her husband was 
arrested.

Famously pictured 
hand-in-hand as Nel-
son Mandela walked 

free from prison after 
27 years, the couple was 
a symbol of the anti-
apartheid struggle for 
nearly three decades 
before her reputation 
became tainted legally 
and politically, the BBC 
reported. 
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Zhadima village celebrates 25 yrs. of recognition 

Village leaders learn about tasks of law

Soil and Water Conservation 
dept. bids adieu to senior officers

NSCN  warns ‘unauthorised tax collectors’
Women’s safety: Perils at workplaces 

Gov. wishes peace to Konyak 
and Phom communities

Fire-fighters to pay tributes 
to hero colleagues

Wokha makes a beeline for apiculture skill session

Smile Project: 
Happy train of hope 
chugs into Nagaland 

Angami students at Shillong 
to celebrate 50 years

A group of men dance during the celebration of Zhadima village’s recognition on April 2.  

Participants and officials of a skill development training programme about beekeeping that was conducted in Wokha pose for a 
photograph during the event.

Members of the TDLSA and GB and DB of Panso.

A resource person delivering a discourse during the workshop. 

HYS: Free medical camp today
The Hindu Yuva Sanga (HYS) will be organising a free medical 
camp on April 3 at the government primary school at K Sachu 
colony in Dimapur. According to a press release from the HYS, 
the medical camp will start from 10 am. Doctors from across 
the state will be present for diagnosis, the updates informed.  
‘The camping is being organised to facilitate dwellers of the 
area on the basis of humanitarian stance,’ it added. 

Hindi teachers
The All Nagaland Hindi Teachers Union will conduct its 
executive meeting on April 6 at CIH in Dimapur at 11:00 am. All 
the unit’s executive members, jubilee committee, magazine 
committee, and advisory board members are informed to 
attend the meeting, a press release from the ANHTU informed 
on Monday.

Satakhami Kuqhakulu 
The Satakhami Kuqhakulu of Dimapur has informed its 
constituents in the area about an executive meeting. A press 
release was received from the unit on Monday informing 
that the meeting would be conducted on April 7 at 9:00 am 
at the Bookmarc at the Supermarket to discuss the group’s 
forthcoming silver Jubilee, among others. 

Naga National Council
The NNC will conduct a meeting at their Peace Camp at 
Chedema in Kohima on April 17 at 10:00 am. A press release 
from the council informed on Monday that no separate 
information shall be served.  All the group’s regional 
presidents and central executive council members were 
informed to attend the meeting. 

Schools: Data collection to start
The district education officer (DEO) of Dimapur on Monday 
issued a notice informing central and private schools about 
the annual collection of statistics of schools. Schools and 
colleges from pre primary to class-12 in Dimapur district are 
informed to collect the ‘statistical formats’ from the DEO from 
April 3 to the 9th between 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. The last date 
for submission of the formats is April 13, the DEO informed.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, April 2 (EMN): 
Zhadima village, located 
in the northern Angami 
area of Kohima district,  
celebrated on April 2 its 
25 years of recognition 
by the government. The 
celebration was held at 
the village’s sports com-
plex. Updates received on 
Monday informed about 
the event. 

Head GB Mezhükieo 
invoked blessings while 
Rev. Dr. TR Angami un-
veiled a monolith com-
memorating the anni-
versary .

Zhadima village was 
recognized by the Naga-
land government on April 
2 1993, it was informed.

Marking the celebra-
tion aimed at passing on 
the culture and tradition 
to the younger genera-

tion, the eight khels of 
the village participated in 
showcasing the rich tra-
ditional practiced farm-
ing method carried out 
the village along with the 
different forms of signing 
during each stage clear-
ing of the field to post 
harvest.

Chairman Zhadima 
Village Council, Kesovil-
hou Chüpuo chaired the 
programme and Zhadi-
ma VDB secretary Roko 
Angami delivered wel-
come address. Ex-VDB 
Secretary Peter Kuotsu 
delivered greetings while 
the history of the vil-
lage was shared by An-
gami Public Organisation 
vice president, KT Vilie 
Theünuo and Northern 
Angami Public Organisa-
tion president, Neiyalie 

Dimapur, April 2 (EMN): 
The department of Soil 
And Water Conservation  
organised a joint ‘farewell 
programme’ for its depart-
ing director SN Singh, and 
cartographist  Temjen-
lemba at the directorate’s 
conference hall. Updates 
from the department in-
formed about the event on 
Monday. 

Both the departing of-
ficers are said to have ren-
dered about 35 years of 
service to the department. 

The district soil conser-
vation officer of Kiphire, 
Km. Chumei Yanlem con-
gratulated the officers for 
the successful comple-
tion of their service and 
expressed her gratitude to 
them for their dedication  
in  undertaking their as-
signments.

The departing director 
thanked the officers and 

staff of the department for 
their cooperation and con-
cern during his tenure in 
the office and advised that 
one should be sincere in 
carrying out their respon-
sibilities. 

Departing cartogra-
phist also thanked his col-
leagues and staff for their 
moral support, prayer and 
counsel and making posi-
tive impact on their family 
life. 

The new head of the de-
partment, Viliehu Nguzhü, 
showered praises on both 
the officers for their com-
mitment, inspiration and 
efficiency in delivering 
public service to the best of 
their ability. While express-
ing believe in the potential 
of the officers and staff, he 
said good team work and 
co-ordination can bring 
the best of the solution to 
any of the problem. 

Dimapur, April 2 (EMN): 
The Smile Train Shija Cleft 
Project led by Dr. Kh. Palin 
will be available for con-
sultations at the Oking 
Hospital and Research 
Clinic in Kohima, from 
April 6 to the 8th. Organ-
isers informed that the 
Smile Train Shija Cleft 
Project: Mission Nagaland 
was a collaborative effort 
of Smile Train Shija Cleft 
Project and Oking   to give 
‘new smile, new hope and 
new life’ to cleft lip and 
cleft palate patients by   
giving absolutely free cor-
rective surgery.

Till date, more than 
700 cleft patients from 
Nagaland have been given  
free corrective surgery 
and are now leading a 
normal life. 

According to the man-
aging director of Oking, 
Dr. Vikethonyu Kesiezie, 
a cleft is a separation or a 
gap in the body structure. 
Two major types of oral 
or facial clefts are cleft 

lip (involving the lip) and 
cleft palate (involving the 
roof of the mouth or the 
soft posterior tissue inside 
the mouth). Most can-
not eat, drink or speak 
properly because of the 
deformity. The statement 
added that due to stigma, 
they cannot even attend 
school or hold a job and  
they often lead a painful 
life in isolation.

All the local repre-
sentatives, social work-
ers, church leaders and 
teachers are requested to 
disseminate the informa-
tion for the upcoming free 
cleft lip and palate surgery 
camp to be held at Oking 
Hospital, Kohima. 

For further informa-
tion and advance reg-
istration, all concerned 
are asked to contact Ok-
ing Hospital, Kohima, 
on phone nos. 0370 - 
2290080, 9436000494 or 
Shija hospitals on phone 
nos. 9436234221 and 
7629076763.

Dimapur, April 2 (EMN): 
The Angami Students’ 
Union of Shillong (ASUS) 
is set to celebrate its 
golden jubilee on April 
14  at the U Soso Tham 
Auditorium in Shillong 
in Meghalaya. The event 
is to be conducted with 
the  theme “r ise  and 
lead.” 

A press release from 
the union on Monday 
informed that the deputy 
speaker of the govern-
ment of Nagaland Zhaleo 

Rio, would be attend-
ing the event as its chief 
guest. 

The union informed 
that  the  celebrat ion 
would feature local Naga 
singer Methaneilie Juta-
khrie, among others. 

The union has invited 
alumni to be a part of the 
celebration. A segment 
to the golden jubilee cel-
ebrations would be an 
alumni get-together in 
Kohima at a later date, 
the organisers stated.

Dimapur, April 2 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Governor 
PB Acharya has wished the 
Konyak and Phom commu-
nities peace, unity and pros-
perity as they celebrate their 
festivals, the Aoling and the 
Monyiu, in that order.

A press note received 
from the Raj Bhavan on 
Monday, the governor said 
that the festivals marked the 
‘end of the sowing season’ 
and that it was a time for 
jubilation through dance, 
songs, food and thanksgiv-
ing to deities to seek good 
fortune and blessings.

Emphasising on the cul-

tural heritage of the com-
munities, Acharya encour-
aged them to safeguard and 
promote it. He called upon 
the communities to unite 
and rededicate to creating a 
better society.

The governor urged the 
people to take time and 
thank the Almighty for his 
unwavering love and bless-
ing. 

The Aoling and Phom 
Monyiu festivals ought to 
bring peace, unity and pros-
perity to the Konyak and 
Phom communities and 
the Naga people in general, 
he added.  

Dimapur, April 2 (EMN): 
The State Resource Cen-
tre for Women conduct-
ed a two-day workshop 
about sexual harassment 
of women at workplaces 
(Prevention, Prohibition 
and Redressal) Act of 
2013 during March 26 to 
the 27th. The event was 
conducted at the gov-
ernment polytechnic in 
Kohima and the District 
Institute of Education 
and Training (Diet) in 
Chiechama.

A press release re-
ceived on March 27 in-

formed about some of the 
key topics that were dis-
cussed during the work-
shop. The topics included 
the purview of the Act 
catering to every women 
working in the organized, 
unorganized, and public, 
and private sector; the 
Supreme Court’s defini-
tion of sexual harassment 
as any unwelcomed, sex-
ually determined physi-
cal, verbal, or non-verbal 
conduct; redress for com-
plaints relating to sexual 
harassment of women at 
workplace, among oth-

ers.
Discussing the Act 

in details the press note 
informed that every or-
ganization—private or 
public—should have 
an internal complaints 
committee. However, an 
organization with fewer 
than ten employees shall 
fall within the purview 
of the local complaints 
committee constituted 
by the deputy commis-
sioner at the district level; 
complaints can be reg-
istered at shebox.nic.in 
(sexual harassment elec-

tronic-box), an online 
complaint management 
system by the ministry 
of Women and Child De-
velopment. Victims may 
call the women’s helpline  
181, a 24 x7 toll free hel-
pline, or visit Sakhi – one 
stop centers located in 
Kohima and Dimapur.

The faculties of the 
two institutions resolved 
to work toward setting up 
an internal complaints 
committee. It assured to 
make the institution a 
safer place for women, 
the press release stated. 

Dimapur, April 2 (EMN): 
The NSCN / GPRN (refor-
mation) has warned what 
it called ‘unauthorized’ 
individuals and impost-
ers from collecting “taxes” 
in Dimapur ‘without the 
knowledge of its supervi-
sor.’ 

‘Kilonser’ and ‘super-
visor’ Khekato Kinny in-
formed the business com-

munity and organisations 
in the town not to ‘enter-
tain any persons without 
his approval for smooth 
and effective functioning 
of the business affairs.’

For further query and 
clarification one may con-
tact Kinny at 9485205557, 
and 9862746031. The noti-
fication was issued by the 
MIP of the group.

Dimapur, April 2 (EMN): The directorate of Fire and 
Emergency Services (DFES) in Kohima has requested 
citizens to observe ‘Fire Service Week’ from April 14 
to the 20th. 

Every year, April 14 is observed as Martyrs Day to 
pay homage to fire personnel who lost their lives in the 
line of duty. The day is set aside for campaigns about 
fire hazards and safety measures, the DFES informed. 

The directorate listed also a number of fire safety 
measures: 

1 Call and inform fire brigade immediately as and 
when fire breaks out. Do not panic

2 Do not misuse Fire Service telephone numbers. 
It is a punishable offence

3 Give right and precise information

4 Use appropriate fire extinguishers at initial stage 
to contain fire.

5 Do not pour water on oil and electric fire. Use 
appropriate extinguishers

6 Inform power department to cut-off power line 
in the locality to avoid further catastrophes.

7 Give way to fire tenders to pass unobstructed for 
timely execution.

8 Locate the fire incident site - show and guide fire 
personnel the shortest possible route.

9 Locate sources and supply water at the vicinity 
of the fire incident.

10 Do not disturb/ drag fire delivery hose while fire 
personnel are combating fire.

11
Install proper fire extinguishers, fire alarms, 
smoke detectors, fire hydrants, sprinkler system 
etc.

12 Maintain small water reserve tank to tackle fire 
before fire brigades arrive.

13 Kitchen fire, LPGs, candles, lamps etc., should be 
properly extinguished when not in use.

14 Use certified and standard electrical appliances 
viz., wires, plugs, fuse, switches, sockets etc.

15 Practice family evacuation drills and plans

16 Store water at home to meet fire emergencies 
(for fire of woods, paper, textiles etc.)

17
Do not burn garbage when strong wind is blow-
ing. Always take it out to some distance from 
dwellings.

Dimapur, April 2 (EMN): The Na-
tional Bank for Agriculture and 
Rural Development conducted 
a skill development training 
programme about beekeeping 
in Wokha from March 26 to April 
2nd. The programme was im-
plemented in association with 
a local resource group called 

the Mass Educational Welfare 
Society of Wokha, a press release 
which was received here from the 
organisers informed on Monday.

The press release informed 
that the training programme in-
cluded theoretical and practical 
sessions which were completed 
within a span of six days. The 

participants were taken to Renat-
hung Apiary at Khumtsu village 
for a visit on March 31. 

Intensive training was con-
ducted during which 34 candi-
dates from different colonies 
of Wokha town, besides nearby 
villages attended the event,  the 
release stated. 

Dimapur, April 2 (EMN): 
The Tuensang District 
Legal Service Authority 
(TDLSA) organised a train-
ing programme for Gaon 
Bura (GB) and Dobashi 
(DB) of Panso circle on 
March 28 in Tuensang.

A press release from 
the TDLSA informed on 
Monday that the extra 
additional commissioner 
of Panso, Seyiekhrietuo 
Solo, spoke about the 
importance of the train-
ing programme with the 
GB and DB which he said 
would help them in their 
customary court pro-
ceedings. 

Solo referred to rules 
of justice and police ad-
ministration in Nagaland 
and to Article 371 of the 
constitution in which the 
protection of custom, 
practice, and tradition are 
guaranteed.  

(Issued in public interest)

The press release stat-
ed that Victo Sema, the 
chairman of the PDLSA 
gave a brief background 
about the customary court 
and its functions in the 
state. Sema highlighted 
the proceedings to be 
followed by customary 
courts in comparison to 

that of judicial courts. 
Talking about the au-

thority of GB and DB, the 
release informed that N 
Kano, secretary of the 
TDLSA mentioned the 
rules for justice and po-
lice in the state. He said 
that GB and similar village 
authorities were the des-

ignated rural police. They 
have the power to arrest 
any criminal and repress 
disorder within their re-
spective jurisdiction. 

During the interaction, 
the participants posed 
queries relating to chal-
lenges they face when ad-
dressing matters. 



  We, the Dimapur Tsungiki Ek-
hung (DTE), Dimapur would like 
to extend our heartiest congratula-
tions to Shri Ntsemo Ngullie on 
being appointed as Chairman of 
Nagaland Beekeeping & Honey 
Mission (NBHM).
  We further extend our heartfelt 
gratitude to our Hon’ble Chief Min-
ister Shri Nephio Rio and Deputy Chief Minister Shri Y. 
Patton for accommodating him as Chairman of NBHM. 
 May our almighty God grant you wisdom and guid-
ance in your future endeavour.
 Sd/- Sd/-
 Yibemo Kikon Senthungo Ngullie
Chairman, DTE Secretary, DTE 
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Awardees pose with PB Acharya and Temjen Imna Along. S Pangnyu Phom speaking during the launch of the 
Swachhata Pakhwada at Naga Hospital Kohima on 
April 2.
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Governor PB Acharya gives recognition to merit

Seithekiema has now polytechnic school

Cold Kohima takes a Swachh 
bath with cleanliness fortnight

STATE
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1st DEATH ANNIVERSARY
OF 

OUR BELOVED LT. K.ROKO THAKRO

IT’S BEEN A YEAR SINCE YOU LEFT US ON THIS DAY 
(03/04/2017) FOR ETERNAL HEAVENLY HOME. IT’S BEEN 

HARD BUT YOU ARE NOT FORGOTTEN.NOT A DAY PASSES BY 
US WITHOUT THINKING ABOUT YOU.

FOREVER IN OUR HEARTS. 

~ Loving Mother, Brother’s, Sister-In-
Law’s, Nephew’s, Niece and Relatives. K1

61
6

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, April 2 (EMN): Nagaland’s 
Minister of Health & Family Welfare S 
Pangnyu Phom launched the Swachhata 
Pakhwada (‘cleanliness fortnight’) at the 
Naga Hospital in Kohima on April 2.

Speaking at the launch of the pro-
gramme, Phom said, ‘Cleanliness plays 
a vital role in our daily lives.’ He spoke 
about the importance of hygiene as the 
key to preventing and ‘curing’ all sorts of 
diseases affecting the environment and 
health.

“Setting a standard for environmental 
cleanliness, effective cleaning is our first 
line of defense against virus and infec-
tious diseases. It is not only to keep our 
health but also happy in our daily life,” the 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, April 2: The 
Janjati Shiksha Samiti 
( JSS) of Nagaland or-
ganised a ceremony fe-
licitating meritorious 
individuals in the field 
of academics, and sport 
and music, besides fe-
l ici tat ing prominent 
personalities. The event 
was conducted with the 
theme “importance of 
motivation in educa-
tion.” 

Three students from 
JSS schools in Dimapur 
were presented awards 
by Nagaland Governor 
PB Acharya. Maithang 
Langthasa was awarded 
the Gurudev Rabind-
ranath Tagore award in 
the field of music; Khas-
rindi Jidung was award-
ed the Freedom Fighter 
Rani Ma Gaidinliu award 
in the field of academics; 
and Derjet Phonlo the 
Dr. Talimeren Ao award 
for excellence in sports. 

Acharya said that the 
need to change ‘mind-
set’ was necessary to 
understand movement 
forward. “Education em-

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, April 2: The minister for Higher 
and Technical Education Temjen Imna 
Along inaugurated a government poly-
technic institution at Seithekiema ‘C’ in 
Dimapur on April 2. 

The institution is informed to be set 
up on 30 acres of land. The institution 
will provide technical studies such as 
civil engineering. Other training courses 
will be added in the years to come, it was 
informed.

Addressing the event was commis-
sioner-secretary for Higher and Techni-
cal Education Dellirose Sakhrie. In her 
remarks, she said that the main objective 
of setting up the polytechnic was to create 
‘trained skilled manpower.’ 

Also, the minister for Higher and 
Technical Education Along appealed to 
the village’s elders and council to treat the 
institute as ‘part of the family and to take it 
to new heights in the days to come.’ 

 “There should be participation of the 
people for the progress of this institute,” 
the minister said. He encouraged the 
people to ‘make Nagaland a centre of 
education and compete with rest of the 
country in terms of technical education.’   

‘Each and everyone gathered at the 
event is an ‘equal stakeholder’ and should 
make effort in creating professionals be-
cause it is most needed in today’s day and 
age,’ he added. 

The first batch for civil engineering is 
set to start in July this year.

minister said.
Phom urged medical personnel to 

led the mission for society’s hygiene 
from their places—hospital, clinic and 
health centers. Maintaining that such 
an initiative would set a good example 
for the public toward living a healthier 
and cleaner life, he reminded them that 
cleanliness should start from the indi-
vidual and family. That way, the minister 
said, other people may see and emulate 
the example.

‘Keeping the country clean will earn 
a place of respect in the eyes of tourists 
visiting the state and the country,’ the 
minister said.

Phom explained further that cleanli-
ness was an ‘important factor for human 
health and spiritual development’ as 
much as it was also essential for environ-
mental development. 

The minister administered the pledge 
for Swachhata Pakhwada.

The nodal officer for Swachh Bhara,  
Dr. Tokuhu Chishi, said in his welcome 
address that ‘Swachhata Se Siddhi’ was 
the tagline of the event. It is celebrated as 
part of the Swachh Bharat Mission every 
year since the launch of the mission, he 
said.

Swachhata Pakhwada started in April 
2016 with the objective of bringing a 
fortnight of ‘intense focus on issues and 
practices of hygiene’ by engaging the 
government of India ministries and de-
partments in their jurisdictions.

powers the person and 
knowledge should be ap-
plicable to the society,” 
the governor said in his 
address to the gathering.

Referring to the lan-
guage of Hindi being 
spoken in Nagaland, 
Acharya said that the 
content of what is spo-
ken is ‘more important 
than the language.’ “Ve-
hicle of thought is what 
matters,” he remarked. 
He appealed to all that 

‘everyone must empower 
the less privileged peo-
ple of society and that 
needs to be the goal of 
the empowered indi-
viduals.’

While acknowledg-
ing the resources Na-
galand has to offer, he 
took the example of food 
processing. He said that 
such subjects should be 
taught in schools also.

“Once a student fin-
ishes his course, he or 

she should not be a job 
seeker but a job giver,” 
he said. 

The minister for high-
er and technical educa-
tion Temjen Imna Along 
also addressed the event. 
He said that motivation 
was ‘lacking amongst 
not just the children in 
Nagaland but also the 
teachers and staff.’

“The greatest pillar 
to make a turnaround in 
the state is education,” 

he said. He urged the 
teachers to take the op-
portunity to shape stu-
dents as nation-building 
tools and be motivated 
by that thought. 

In regard to the new 
government, the min-
ister urged the gather-
ing to welcome the ini-
tiatives of the country to 
make it a “great nation” 
while looking forward to 
an “integral nation.” 

Padma Shree for lit-
erature and education M 
Piyong Temjen Jamir, the 
principal of Rashtrabha-
sha Hindi Shiksha San-
sthan at Padum Pukhuri 
was also felicitated at the 
programme. Jamir is re-
garded as a Hindi scholar 
and teacher in Nagaland 
and has taught students 
to be Hindi teachers.

 A p a r t  f r o m  t h e 
awards, scholarships 
from the Sona Devi Sethi 
Charitable Trust were 
also given away by the 
minister of Higher and 
Technical Education, 
and by Dimapur’s Depu-
ty Commissioner Sushil 
Kumar Patel.
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New Delhi, April 2 (PTI): 
The Centre today ex-
tended the Armed Forces 
(Special Powers) Act in 
three districts of Arunach-
al Pradesh and eight po-
lice station areas border-
ing Assam by another six 
months.

According to a notifi-
cation issued by the Minis-
try of Home Affairs, Tirap, 
Changlang and Longding 
districts of Arunachal 
Pradesh and eight police 
stations bordering Assam 
were declared “disturbed” 

areas under the AFSPA, 
1958.

The Act gives special 
rights and immunity to 
security forces in carrying 
out various operations in 
“disturbed” areas. It gives 
security personnel the 
power to search premises 
and arrest without war-
rant, to use force even 
to the extent of causing 
death.

“And whereas a fur-
ther review of the law and 
order situation in Tirap, 
Changlang and Longding 

districts of Arunachal 
Pradesh and in the area 
falling within the juris-
diction of eleven police 
stations in districts of Aru-
nachal Pradesh, bordering 
the state of Assam, has 
been undertaken.

“Now, therefore, Tirap, 
Changlang and Longding 
districts in Arunachal 
Pradesh and the areas fall-
ing within the jurisdiction 
of the following eight po-
lice stations in the districts 
of Arunachal Pradesh, bor-
dering the state of Assam, 

are declared as disturbed 
area’ under Section 3 of 
the Armed Forces (Special 
Powers) Act, 1958 up to 
September 30, 2018 w.e.f. 
April 1, 2018, unless with-
drawn earlier,” the notifi-
cation said.

The eight police sta-
tions are -- Balemu and 
Bhalukpong police sta-
tions in West Kameng dis-
trict, Seijosa police station 
in East Kameng district, 
Balijan police station in 
Papumpare district, Nam-
sai and Mahadevpur police 

stations in Namsai dis-
trict, Roing police station 
in Lower Dibang Valley 
district and Sunpura police 
station in Lohit district.

A home ministry of-
ficial said the AFSPA, 
which has been in force in 
some parts of Arunachal 
Pradesh for last three dec-
ades, was extended for 
six more months in the 
districts and police sta-
tion areas due to various 
violent activities by insur-
gent groups NSCN, ULFA, 
NDFB, and others.

Imphal, April 2 (PTI): The 
Manipur government 
has suspended four high-
ranking police officials, 
including an IPS officer, in 
connection with the case 
of missing weapons from 
2nd Manipur Rifles ar-
moury between 2014 and 
2018, an official statement 
has said.

The officers will not 
be allowed to leave the 
premises of the state po-
lice headquarters without 
the consent of higher au-
thorities, the statement 
issued by Joint Secretary, 
Department of Personnel, 
L Bikram, said on Satur-
day.

Altogether, 56 auto 9 
mm pistols along with 58 
magazines were found 
missing when the com-
mandant of 2nd Manipur 

Rifles recently conducted 
a routine examination of 
the arms corte (armoury), 
Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh had told media on 
Saturday.

The missing arms be-
longed to a batch of 570 
pistols that were received 
by the state police head-
quarters in 2014 for supply 
to 2nd Manipur Rifles, he 
had said.

The CM has written to 
the National Investigation 
Agency (NIA), seeking its 
intervention into the case.

“The matter relates to 
national security and a 
thorough investigation is 
required,” Singh had told 
reporters on Saturday.

Two personnel of the 
2nd Manipur Rifles have 
been arrested in connec-
tion with the case.

Dimapur, April  2 (EMN): 
Four railway staff namely 
Pradip Kumar Mohali, Sr. 
Section Engineer/P-Way/
Azamnagar; Arindam 
Paul, Loco Pilot/Goods/
Alipurduar Jn;  Tarun Ku-
mar Biswas, Sr. Asst. Loco 
Pilot /Goods/Alipurduar 
Jn and Nikunja Kumar 
Boro, Track Maintainer-
Grade-IV/Rangiya, were 
awarded by General Man-
ager NF Railway Sanjive 
Roy for their exceptional 
devotion towards duty. 

A press release issued 
by the NF Railways Ma-
ligaon on April 2 men-
tioned that on February 
11 2018, 

Pradip Kumar Mohali 
while performing trol-
ley inspection between 
Azamnagar – Kumed-
p u r  s t a t i o n  n o t i c e d 
some irregularities in 
piers between Khurial 
and Kumedpur station 
in down line. After in-
spection of the bridge 
he found reinforcement 

between pile and pile 
cap was naked. He im-
mediately informed all 
concerned and imposed 
a speed restriction of 20 
kmph for train running. 
Thus a possible mishap 
was averted. 

Arindam Paul while 
working 15767 up Inter-
city Express between 
Chalsa and Nagrakata is 
said to have noticed one 
baby elephant with moth-
er standing on track at km 
67 / 4 and another two 

wild elephants were also 
noticed on the same day 
crossing railway track at 
km 163 / 4-5 between Raja 
Bhatkhowa and Alipur-
duar Jn station. On seeing 
the elephants emergency 
brakes were said to have 
been applied.

On February 18 2018 
Nikunja Kumar Boro 
while performing duty as 
key man at gang no – 62 
detected a rail fracture 
at km 390 / 2-3 between 
Changsari and Agthori 
section. He immediately 
controlled approaching 
train no – 55818 dn pas-
senger train by informing 
all concerned. Thus a pos-
sible mishap was averted, 
the release added.

In recognition of their 
meritorious service for 
preventing mishaps/ac-
cident the staffs is said 
to have been given cash 
awards of INR 2, 500 each 
with a certificate by the 
General Manager of N.F. 
Railway.             

Itanagar, April 2 (PTI): Arunachal 
Pradesh Chief Minister Pema Khandu 
today sought cooperation from the 
state’s electricity regulatory com-
mission to cut down huge Aggregate 
Technical & Commercial (AT&C) loss 
and also for efficient power distribu-
tion in the state.

Inaugurating the new office 
premises of the Arunachal Pradesh 
State Electricity Regulatory Commis-
sion (APSERC) here in presence of 

Power (Electrical) Minister Tamiyo 
Taga, the chief minister said that in 
coming days, Arunachal would see 
huge investment in works for setting 
up of transmission lines across the 
state.

Khandu also sought support of 
the commission in capitalising on the 
state s huge hydropower potential.

The state is looking forward to 
working with public sector compa-
nies, such as NEEPCO and NHPC Ltd, 

he added.
The chief minister suggested that 

wherever possible, the state govern-
ment should take up hydropower 
projects on feasibility basis. 

Speaking on the occasion, Taga 
emphasized on modernizing the 
power transmission system to cut 
down losses and sought expert opin-
ions from the commission to run the 
power department in a profitable 
way.

Shillong, April 2 (PTI): A 
huge cache of arms and 
ammunition has been 
recovered from Meg-
halaya’s East Garo Hills 
district, the police said 
today.

Acting on a tip off, a 
team of officers raided 
Dorengkigre village in the 
district last night and dug 
out 21 rusted pistols and 

magazines, two walkie-
talkie sets, some arrow 
heads and Garo National 
Liberation Army (GNLA) 
literature, Superintend-
ent of Police Ringran T G 
Momin said.

Momin suspects that 
GNLA militants had hid-
den the cache in the vil-
lage a long time ago.

“Going by the rust for-

mation on the pistols, it 
seems that the arms were 
buried in the village many 
years ago,” the SP said.

The founding member 
of the militant outfit, So-
han D Shira, was gunned 
down at his hideout in 
February. He was on the 
run since 2010.

Shira, who carried a 
reward of Rs 10 lakh on 

his head, was accused of 
killing of NCP candidate 
Jonathone N Sangma, 
ahead of the February 27 
Assembly elections. 

Tw o  w e e k s  a f t e r 
Shira’s death, eight of his 
close aides surrendered 
before the new home 
minister James Sangma 
at police headquarters in 
Shillong.

Guwahati, April 2 (PTI): The As-
sam government today said it 
has received various corruption-
related complaints against eight 
current and former MLAs and 
MP, including three ex-ministers, 
of Congress party over a period 
of time.

In a written reply to a query by 
the Leader of the Opposition and 
Congress MLA Debarata Saikia, 
Parliamentary Affairs Minister 
Chandra Mohan Patowary said 
two complaints have been re-
ceived against former Congress 
minister and MLA Rakibul Hus-

sain and enquiry is in progress in 
both the cases.

While the first complaint was 
registered in May 2017 pertaining 
to an alleged misappropriation of 
government money by misusing 
official power and position in the 
P&RD department, the second 
complaint of alleged dispropor-
tionate assets was registered 
against Hussain last month.

Replying on behalf of Chief 
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal, 
who also holds the Home port-
folio, Patowary said another ex-
Congress minister, Atawa Munda, 

has been named in a complaint 
pertaining to misappropriation 
of P&RD department money 
along with Hussain.

Two separate complaints 
have also been registered against 
former Congress minister Akon 
Bora in May 2017 alleging mis-
appropriation of government 
money as the then Social Welfare 
Department Minister.

A complaint of disproportion-
ate assets has been registered 
in April 2010 against current 
Congress MLA Sherman Ali as 
the then Forest Ranger of the 

Maibong Afforestation Range in 
Haflong, Patowary said.

Besides, two former MLAs 
-- Ataur Rahman Mazharbhuya 
and Abdul Mohib Mazumdar 
-- also have complaints of mis-
appropriation of MLA fund and 
misappropriation of government 
fund respectively, against them, 
he added.

The government has also re-
ceived complaints against former 
Lok Sabha MP Ranee Narah and 
former MLA Siddique Ahmed, 
both Congress politicians from 
the state.

Guwahati, April 2 (PTI): The 
Congress in Assam today urged 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
to file a review petition in the 
Supreme Court to modify its 
recent order that, it claimed, 
would make it more difficult for 
SC/ST people to protect them-
selves from atrocities.

The Supreme Court on 
March 20 diluted the provi-
sions of the SC/ST Prevention of 
Atrocities Act and said govern-

ment servants should not be 
arrested without prior sanction 
and private citizens, too, should 
be arrested only after an inquiry 
under the law.

The Supreme Court’s March 
20 judgement in the case of 
Subhash Kashinath Mahajan 
Vs State of Maharashtra has 
caused distress among SC and 
STs as it will make it more dif-
ficult to protect themselves 
from atrocities, Assam Pradesh 

Congress Committee president 
Ripun Bora said in a memoran-
dum to the Prime Minister.

“We believe that Additional 
Solicitor General (ASG) repre-
senting the Central Govern-
ment failed to defend the rights 
of the SC/STs in the Supreme 
Court for want of proper guid-
ance from the central govern-
ment,” Bora said in the memo-
randum.

The SC/ST Prevention of 

Atrocities Act had been enacted 
to end atrocities against the SC/
ST people and for ensuring so-
cial justice as well as safeguard-
ing their constitutional rights, 
he said.

The guidelines provided 
by the Supreme Court while 
diluting the provisions of the 
Act has made it ineffective in 
safeguarding the SC\STs from 
Atrocities, Bora said in the 
memorandum.

It was also signed by APCC 
Scheduled Caste wing chair-
man Dr Ramananda Das and 
Scheduled Tribe wing chief 
Ramesh Bordoloi.

Meanwhile, the Centre to-
day moved the Supreme Court 
seeking review of its March 20 
judgement on the SC/ST Act. 

Several Dalit organisations 
called for a ‘Bharat bandh’ today 
to express their concerns over 
the “dilution” of the Act.

Shillong, April 2 (PTI): The 
Election Commission has 
announced that polling in 
Williamnagar Assembly 
constituency will be held 
on April 27, Meghalaya’s 
Chief Electoral Officer F 
R Kharkongor said here 
today. Elections to William-
nagar seat in East Garo 
Hills district had been post-
poned following the mur-
der of Nationalist Congress 
Party candidate Jonathone 
N Sangma in a militant at-

tack on February 18, nine 
days before the Assembly 
polls in the state. Kharkon-
gor said the last date of 
filing nomination is April 
10 and scrutiny of nomina-
tion papers will be held the 
next day. The last date of 
withdrawal of nomination 
is April 13. Polling will be 
held from 7 am to 4 pm on 
April 27 and votes will be 
counted on May 2, he said.

Elections to the 59 of 
the 60 seats were held on 

February 27 as there was 
polling in Williamnagar.

Meghalaya threw up 
a fractured mandate and 
National People’s Party 
president Conrad Sangma 
became chief minister of 
a coalition government in 
which is a constituent. 

Leader of Opposition 
Mukul Sangma has also 
vacated his Ampati seat 
and retained Songsak seat. 
The elections for Ampati is 
yet to be announced.

Morigaon (Assam), April 2 (PTI): A scam in 
the distribution of scholarship for minor-
ity community was unearthed today in 
Assam’s Morigon district where a person 
misappropriated Rs 28 lakh by opening 
bank accounts in the names of fake stu-
dents, the police said.

Morigaon superintendent of police, 
Swapnanil Deka told reporters here that 
the person in Bhuragaon revenue circle 
misappropriated the fund by opening 250 
fake accounts in different nationalised 
banks in the district and siphoned off the 
scholarship money in the past one month 

meant for poor minority community stu-
dents studying in high schools.

Police have arrested the man, who runs 
a customer service point of a nationalised 
bank, todayunder charges of misappropri-
ating education department scholarship 
money sanctioned by the central govern-
ment, he said. Morigaon district inspector 
of schools and all the branch managers 
of the different banks where the accounts 
were opened have been summoned to 
verify the accounts of every scholarship 
holder, Deka said.  Interrogation of the 
man is on, the SP added.

Shillong, April 2 (PTI): Megha-
laya Chief Minister Conrad K 
Sangma today lauded the Centre 
for launching the North East 
Special Infrastructure Develop-
ment Scheme (NESIDS), a spe-
cial scheme for North Eastern 
states.

In the scheme the Centre will 
fund 100 per cent of the project 
cost for infrastructure relating to 
water supply, power and connec-
tivity including those in social sec-
tors. Calling on the Union DoNER 
Minister Jitendra Singh in New 

Delhi, Conrad briefed the Minister 
of the various proposals in which 
the state government has taken 
up under the NESIDS, an official 
statement from the chief minister 
s office said.

The Chief Minister was espe-
cially lauding the Government 
at the Centre for launching the 
important scheme which could 
bring about development in fund-
constraint NE region.

NESIDS is fully funded by the 
Government of India to fill up gaps 
of infrastructure relating to water 

supply, power, and connectivity 
especially for promotion of tour-
ism. It also funds programme for 
creation of infrastructure in social 
sector, primarily in primary and 
secondary education and health.

We have decided to hold a joint 
meeting with all concerned offi-
cials to take the proposed projects 
for Meghalaya forward , Conrad 
said. The projects include solar 
streetlights in 1800 villages, and 
upgradation of several roads in 
different parts of the State.

The agenda is to set up a high 

end food processing park in Meg-
halaya and my engagement with 
the minister was on this. He has 
assured to give his best support 
to take the growth of Meghalaya 
forward , the Chief Minister added.

The Chief Minister also ap-
prised Singh of the different devel-
opmental works being carried out 
in Meghalaya and sought for his full 
support, the statement said. 

The DoNER Minister has as-
sured full support and cooperation 
to take forward developmental 
projects in Meghalaya, it said.

Guwahati, April 2 (PTI): The Assam 
government today introduced two 
bills in the Assembly to repeal The 
Assam Junior Colleges (Provincialisa-
tion) Act, 2012 and The Assam Second-
ary Education (Provincialisation) Act, 
1977, as the two Acts have become 
redundant.

The bills were introduced by Par-
liamentary Affairs Minister Chandra 
Mohan Patowary on behalf of Educa-
tion Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma.

Sarma said The Assam Junior Col-

leges (Provincialisation) Act, 2012, has 
become redundant after serving its 
purpose of provincialising services of 
teaching and non-teaching staff in 53 
junior colleges.

On the other repealing Bill, the 
education minister said the Assam 
Secondary Education (Provincialisa-
tion) Act, 1977, has become useless af-
ter the government enacted the Assam 
Education (Provincialisation of Serv-
ices of Teachers and Re-Organisation 
of Educational Institutions) Act, 2017.

Dimapur, April 2 (EMN): Lt. General 
Shokin Chauhan AVSM, YSM, SM, VSM, 
after a successful stint of 39 glorious years 
in the Indian Armed Forces retired on 
March 31 from the services as the Director 
General of Assam Rifles (DG AR). 

A press release issued by the Assam 
Rifles mentioned that an alumnus of 
NDA, DSSC and the prestigious National 
Defence College, Shokin Chauhan was 
commissioned into the 11 Gorkha Rifles 
in December 1979. 

A highly decorated officer, among 
other successful appointments in his ca-
reer, he is also said to have had the unique 
distinction of handling media relations 
for the Army in its public information 
unit. He took over as the 19th Director 
General of Assam Rifles on Dec. 12 2016.

General Chauhan is said to have 
believed that the Assam Rifles is an elite 
force assigned with the dual task of border 
guarding along the International Indo-
Myanmar Border and tackling internal 
insurgency. 

General Chauhan is also said to have 
had complete faith in the efficiency of his 
force that has a rich history of 183 years 
of presence in the northeastern part of 
India. His contribution towards bringing 
to light, the role of Assam Rifles in pro-
tecting the Indian Democracy, through 
multiple exposure on various social me-
dia platforms have helped the rest of India 
to know about the impactful existence of 
the Force, the release stated. His vision to 
let the Indians learn about the ethos of the 
force is said to have been fruitful.

Tarun Kumar Biswas seen receiving award from the general manager of 
NF Railway Sanjive Roy .

AFSPA extended in three 
Arunachal districts for 6 months

Four Manipur cops 
suspended in connection 
with missing arms case

4 railway staff awarded for exceptional devotion towards duty Arunachal CM Khandu seeks help from 
APSERC to cut down AT&C losses

Huge cache of arms recovered from Meghalaya’s Garo Hills

Corruption complaints against 8 Cong. MLAs, MP in Assam

SC/ST Act: Assam Cong. urges PM to file review petition

Election in Williamnagar 
Assembly seat on April 27

Scam in distribution of scholarship unearthed M’laya CM lauds Centre for launching special scheme for NE states

Assam govt. introduces bills to repeal 2 Acts

Lt. General Shokin 
Chauhan retires as DG AR
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GST collection on 
upswing, close to INR 
90,000 cr.— Adhia

Income Tax issues list of defaulters, some untraceable

Fuel price: Pradhan wants 
petroleum under GST

New Delhi, April 2 (IANS): Revenue collection under 
the Goods and Services Tax (GST) increased by Rs 1,217 
crore in February to Rs 89,264 crore as per the month-
end figures, Finance Secretary Hasmukh Adhia said on 
Monday.

Last week, the Finance Ministry released initial fig-
ures of the GST collection for February which showed 
a decline in revenue by Rs 1,144 crore compared to 
January. The data then showed that February collection 
was Rs 85,174 crore. Adhia said the figures are usually 
released between the 24th and 26th of every month, but 
the end-month figures end up a few thousand crore ru-
pees higher than the initial figures. “GST collection for 
February (collected in March) stand at Rs 89,264 crore 
showing an upswing in revenue collection trends. Now 
we are approaching the Rs 90,000 crore mark,” he said. 
As per the figures released by the government, the GST 
collection for January stood at Rs 88,047 crore. In De-
cember, it was Rs 88,929 crore.

Noting that February was a 28-day month, Adhia at-
tributed the upswing in collections to increased com-
pliance and the end of the financial year when people 
like to clear their dues. “GST collections will pick up fur-
ther as compliance requirements are enforced like the 
rollout of the e-way bill from this month.” 

He added that even though “it was a year of uncer-
tainty in terms of revenue, the government broadly 
managed to achieve both direct and indirect tax tar-
gets” for the fiscal. “We are also confident about meet-
ing the fiscal deficit target,” Adhia said.

Calling the rollout of e-way bill “very successful and 
with no glitches”, the Finance Secretary said at this rate, 
the government will soon launch the same for intra-
state movement of goods as well.

“We plan to launch the intra-state e-way bill for the 
first group of states from April 15 after which another 
group of states will be added each week,” he said.

GSTN chairman A.B. Pandey said while 2.59 lakh e-
way bills were generated on Sunday, over 2.89 lakh bills 
were generated till 4 p.m. on Monday.

“This means that around 60,000 e-way bills are be-
ing generated every hour. We expect this number to rise 
further. We are prepared for even higher traffic.”

He said while over 11 lakh dealers had registered 
for the e-way system, over 20,000 transporters had also 
registered.

Toyota Kirloskar sells 13,537 
units in March

Chennai, April 2 (IANS): Passenger car maker Toy-
ota Kirloskar Motor on Monday said it sold at total 
of 13,537 units last month, down from 13,796 units 
sold in March 2017.

“We are happy to have registered a positive 
growth of three per cent in the first quarter as com-
pared to January-March 2017. The Yaris bookings 
for customer will open from April and we expect 
customers will highly appreciate the product. Our 
dealerships are already getting good number of 
customer enquiries on Yaris,” Deputy Managing 
Director N. Raja said, as per a compnay statement.

M&M auto sales up 10% in March
Mumbai, April 2 (IANS) Mahindra and Mahindra 
(M&M) on Monday reported a 10 per cent year-
on-year rise in its automobile sales during March 
2018. According to the company, total auto sales 
including exports in March 2018 increased to 
62,077 units, against 56,202 units sold during the 
same month last year.

Besides, M&M’s domestic sales rose by 10 per 
cent to 58,653 vehicles from 53,493 vehicles sold in 
March 2017.

Segment-wise, sales of domestic passenger ve-
hicle category which includes utility vehicles, cars 
and vans stood at 26,555 vehicles as against 25,523 
vehicles sold during March 2017, registering a 
growth of four per cent. The commercial vehicle 
segment of the domestic market, the automobile 
major sold 25,496 vehicles in the month under re-
view, up 11 per cent on a year-on-year basis.

In addition, exports in March 2018 stood at 
3,424 units, up 26 per cent from 2,709 units which 
were shipped out in March 2017. 

For the financial year ended March 31, 2018, 
M&M’s auto sales stood at 549,154 vehicles com-
pared to 507,598 vehicles during FY2017, register-
ing a growth of eight per cent.

Commenting on the performance, Rajan Wad-
hera, President, Automotive Sector, M&M said: 
“We are particularly buoyed by the growth of our 
truck business, which has outperformed the in-
dustry.” “With three of our critical new automo-
tive launches lined up in FY19, we are confident of 
increasing our market share in the utility vehicle 
space,” he added.

NEWS IN BRIEF

New Delhi, April 2 (IANS): Petro-
leum products should be brought 
under GST so that consumers can 
get the benefit of price rationalisa-
tion, Union Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan said on Monday, a day af-
ter transport fuel prices in Delhi hit 
record highs, even as cleaner Euro-
VI grade petrol and diesel supply 
began here.

Speaking at an event here to 
mark Sunday’s launch in Delhi of 
the “cleanest available” Euro VI 
emission norm-compliant BS VI 
fuels, in place of the earlier Euro 
IV grade, Pradhan recalled how the 
Central government had cut excise 
duties on fuels last year in the face 
of rising global crude prices and 
some states had followed suit by 
cutting local taxes.

“On prices we have nothing to 

hide... petrol, diesel are interna-
tional commodities and whenever 
there is a hike or fall in global rates 
we pass it on to the consumers,” 
Pradhan said, noting that prices 
change on a daily basis under dy-
namic pricing.

“India is a consumer sensitive 
country and the government has 
cut excise duties last year... some 
states also reduced VAT on fuels. 
States should now respond accord-
ingly and responsibly.”

“In this regard, I appeal again to 
the GST Council, finally this prod-
uct has to come under GST (Goods 
and Services Tax) so that the con-
sumer can benefit from price ra-
tionalisation,” he said in a refer-
ence to states not being in favour 
of including petroleum in the new 
indirect tax regime for fear of los-

ing excise revenue.
The price of petrol in Delhi 

on Monday was at Rs 73.83 a li-
tre, which marks a four-year high, 
while diesel was at an all-time high 
of Rs 64.69.

Pradhan also noted that the 
price of the Indian basket of crude 
oils had gone over $70 a barrel by 
the close of trade on the weekend.

State-run IndianOil Corp 
(IOC) Chairman Sanjiv Singh said 
though massive investments had 
been made to supply the improved 
BS VI fuel, Delhi consumers are 
not being passed on any of the ad-
ditional cost of production for the 
time being.

He said a mechanism for recov-
ering the cost would be worked out 
when the entire country shifts to 
Euro-VI grade fuel.

The April 2020 deadline for the 
country to implement BS-VI grade 
fuels had been advanced for Delhi 
to April 1, 2018, in view of the ex-
tremely high levels of air pollution.

Singh also said the Euro VI fuel 
combined with the lesser grade 
cars and two-wheelers, presently 
available, would result in 10-20 per 
cent reduction in particulate emis-
sion in Delhi but for full benefit, 
the vehicles too need to have Euro 
VI engines.

In this connection, Pradhan 
suggested that auto manufactur-
ers can make the minor remodifi-
cations required for the domestic 
market to the Euro VI compliant 
vehicles that they are currently ex-
porting.

“It would require that they 
change the left-hand drive of these 
export cars to the right side... but 
are SIAM (Society of Indian Auto-
mobile Manufacturers) prepared 
to do so,” he asked.

Ratan Tata visits Tata Motors 
Pune plant after five years
Pune, April 2 (IANS): 
Tata Group Chairman 
Emeritus Ratan Tata was 
accorded a rousing wel-
come by the staff and em-
ployees at the sprawling 
Tata Motors Ltd (TML) 
plant here on Monday.

Accompanied by Tata 
Sons Chairman N. Chan-
drasekaran, Tata alighted 
from a helicopter, mak-
ing it his first visit to the 
plant after over five years, 
official sources said.

“It was part of Tata’s 
ongoing series of visits 
to some Group plants. 
He interacted with the 

staff in a town-hall style 
meeting. It was purely an 
internal affair,” a source 
said.

The trip was part of 
a tradition initiated by 
Tata himself of ‘All Hands 
Meet’ to mark the begin-
ning of the new financial 
year in the TML, years 
ago.

Present during the 
visit were TML CEO 
and Managing Director 
Guenter Butschek, other 
top officials and heads 
of different departments, 
at the town hall in Lake 
House, which made Tata 

nostalgic as he had spent 
many years there.

During the interac-
tion, Tata discussed the 
recent lean periods of 
TML which culminated 
in the company regain-
ing its fourth position in 
the passenger vehicles 
segment by the end of 
2017-2018.
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Future of Our 
Nation at Stake! 

It’s leaking time in India. Everything, starting 
from Data to question papers, have been leaked. 
It seems that now every Indian is under surveil-

lance round the clock. Forget about general informa-
tion like profiles, academic qualifications, etc. even 
your income, ideology, particular choices, all are 
known to some people who have turned the gift of 
information technology into a nasty business. Inno-
cent people are being trapped by these cartels. The 
crime is as dangerous as terrorism. So a worldwide 
battle should be declared against these white-collar 
criminals as they are not only ruining our lives, but 
also targeting the future of our kids too. The Union 
Government has promised tough action against the 
violators. But given their track record against cyber 
crimes one can only pray for divine intervention to 
maintain individual privacy.

 How serious the threat is can be judged from the 
fact that nearly 28 lakh students all over the country 
have now been affected by the paper leak. All these 
students are about to enter into a new life after clear-
ing the Board examinations. All of them struggled 
hard to cross the first major hurdle of their lives. But 
the paper leaks have left them stranded in an uncer-
tain future. Following the order of Central Board of 
Secondary Education (CBSE) they will have to ap-
pear for re-examination. But will the students be able 
to write their papers with the same zeal and intent 
as they did before the exams were rescheduled? What 
will happen to their preparations for various en-
trance examinations scheduled soon after the board 
examinations are over? How will the board compen-
sate students who will not do well in the retest for 
reasons beyond their control? This point needs to be 
elaborated. Suppose a student does well in the ex-
amination which has been nullified. But not so well 
in the examination followed after the paper leak. In 
such a case what grade will the student be given? In 
case the student gets a lower grade, this will jeopard-
ise his or her chances of getting admitted into a re-
puted educational institution.

All these questions should be answered by CBSE. 
Simply arresting a few people will not be enough to 
provide justice to the affected students. Each and 
every person, who has a link to this crime, should be 
awarded exemplary punishment. Besides, accounta-
bility should be fixed. Questions should be answered 
on what provoked CBSE to make a departure from its 
earlier practices this year? Why was the practice of 
preparing different question sets for different regions 
was abolished? Why did the question papers reach 
examination centres one day in advance instead of 
usual procedure of delivering question papers an 
hour before the examination? Preliminary investiga-
tion has shown that these two changes are mainly 
responsible for the leaks. But one should realise that 
such major changes in procedure cannot be done at 
lower level. Such decisions must have the sanctions 
of higher ups. Investigative agencies should look into 
who mooted these changes and why? Only then, 
the black sheeps inside CBSE can be identified. Last 
but not the least, chairpersons and other important 
members of the board should be asked to resign from 
their posts once the dust is settled, because they have 
failed to perform their duties. Putting the future of 
students at stake is no small crime as it will affect the 
future of the nation too.

God is good.

Some people like bitter chocolate and some prefer 
sweet. Ancient Mayans in Central America enjoyed 
chocolate as a beverage and seasoned it with chili 

peppers. They liked this “bitter water,” as they called it. 
Many years later it was introduced in Spain, but the Span-
iards preferred chocolate sweet, so they added sugar and 
honey to counteract its natural bitterness.

Like chocolate, days can be bitter or sweet as well. 
A seventeenth-century French monk named Brother Law-
rence wrote, “If we knew how much [God] loves us, we 
would always be ready to receive equally . . . from His 
hand the sweet and the bitter.” Accept the sweet and the 
bitter equally? This is difficult! What is Brother Lawrence 
talking about? The key lies in God’s character. The psalm-
ist said of God, “You are good, and what you do is good” 
(Psalm 119:68). 

Mayans also valued bitter chocolate for its healing 
and medicinal properties. Bitter days have value too. They 
make us aware of our weaknesses and they help us de-
pend more on God. The psalmist wrote, “It was good for 
me to be afflicted so that I might learn your decrees” (v. 
71). Let us embrace life today, with its different flavors—
reassured of God’s goodness. Let us say, “You have done 
many good things for me, Lord, just as you promised” 
(v. 65 nlt).

BIBLE READ:   Psalm 119:65–72 

THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
You are good, and what you do is good. 

Psalm 119:68

DAILY
PATH

A
mong the many paradoxes of 
the human condition is that, 
despite time itself playing 
tricks on us, a large part of the 
world dedicates a special day 

for pranks -- say, April Fools’ Day, the 
favoured choice across the West as well 
as India and Lebanon, among others. 
This “custom” may have its reasons, 
among which is our fascination with a 
cultural archetype called the Trickster.

O r i g i n a t i n g  i n  re l i g i o n  a n d 
mythology, a Trickster freely disobeys 
rules and conventional behaviour. Be 
it a god, goddess, spirit, man, woman 
or anthropomorphic animal, they are 
clever and capable, mock authority, 
impulsive, keen on new ideas and 
experiences, may promote chaos -- and 
are not deterred by being caught out or 
punished.

Found in religious traditions and 
folklore worldwide, some of the best-
known are Hermes and Odysseus (Greek 
mythology), Loki (Norse), Krishna 
and the sage Narada (Hindu religion), 
Anansi (various African and Caribbean 
traditions), Puss in Boots, Brer Rabbit 
(American folklore), and the Coyote 
(several Native American traditions).

Tricksters are of various types -- the 
Con Man, the Fox, the Hustler, the 
Lovable Rogue, the Shapeshifter and 
more, but since it is April Fools’ Day, let’s 
focus on the Pranksters.

At the simplest, these are men, 
women or animals who love practical 
jokes more than their friends, but are 
never selective about their targets, and 
hence a constant annoyance for all who 
know them -- and many who don’t. 
They are, however, tolerated for the 
amusement they provide, as well their 
ability to pull something out of their hats 
at crucial moments. 

cousin Algy is chewed by a martinet at a 
nearby unit for aerial stunts, Biggles goes 
there and displays some atrocious flying. 
As, on landing, he gets an earful from 
the same officer -- a Captain -- he coolly 
takes of his flying jacket to show his 
(borrowed) uniform of a Colonel. Read 
“Reprisals” in the same book to know 
what happened after this.

Mikhail Bulgakov’s “The Master and 
Margarita” has Begemot (or Behemoth). 
A member of Woland’s (the Devil) 
entourage, he is a large black cat who 
can speak, walk on two legs, transform 
into a human briefly and likes chess, 
vodka, pistols, obnoxious sarcasm 
and mayhem -- which he does in both 
his forms. In one of the book’s most 
uproarious scenes, he teams up with 
fellow acolyte Fagotto/Korovyev to trash 
a top supermarket and then a restaurant 
for the Russian literary elite.

Fred and George Weasley from the 
Harry Potter series are too well-known.

And then there are examples from 
real life -- “Prince of Practical Jokers” 
Horace de Vere Cole (1881-1936), who in 
1910 fooled the Royal Navy into taking 
him and a group of his friends, including 
Virginia Woolf, onto its most advanced 
warship HMS Dreadnought, and Nobel 
Prize-winning physicist Richard P. 
Feynman, who even while working on 
the atomic bomb during World War II, 
cracked safes with abandon and left 
mocking messages in them.

They deserve a separate piece -- but 
those keen can read Martyn Downer’s 
“The Sultan of Zanzibar: The Bizarre 
World and Spectacular Hoaxes of 
Horace De Vere Cole” and Feynman’s 
autobiography “Surely You’re Joking, Mr 
Feynman”.

(Vikas Datta is an Associate 
Editor at IANS. The views expressed 

are personal. He can be contacted at 
vikas.d@ians.in)

Among one of the most prominent 
is that “shrewd and knavish sprite”, 
“that merry wanderer of the night”. 
Puck (or Robin Goodfellow), from 
William Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer’s 
Night Dream”, plays a prominent part, 
creating the drama by breaking up one 
of the pair of runaway lovers lost in the 
enchanted forest, but also replacing one 
of the amateur drama performers’ head 
with that of a donkey to create further 
mayhem.

Then Brer Rabbit -- in his original 
form in the Uncle Remus stories of Joel 
Chandler Harris and the more familiar 
adaptation by Enid Blyton -- successfully 
fends of a range of predatory animals as 
well as the odd human or two.

Proving the female of the species 
can be more deadly than the male is 
one of P.G. Wodehouse’s finest but most 
underutilised characters -- Roberta 
“Bobbie” Wickham. The alluring, red-
headed cousin once removed of that 
celebrated raconteur Mr Mulliner and 
a former fiancee of Bertie Wooster, she 
appears in only four stories.

In three -- “Something Squishy”, 
“The Awful Gladness of the Mater”, “The 
Passing of Ambrose” (all in “Mr Mulliner 
Speaking”) -- her suitors of the time face 
some harrowing moments in their bid to 
impress her -- from being identified as 
the owner of a snake, being mistaken for 
a high-society burglar and tasked with 
taking two children around London.

In “Mr Potter Takes A Rest Cure” (in 
“Blandings Castle and Elsewhere”), she 
adroitly uses an American publisher 
(without his knowledge) taking a holiday 
at her home to fend off the attentions of 
a pushy young politician courting her. 

Captain (actually Flying Officer) W.E. 
Johns’ pilot hero James Bigglesworth, or 
“Biggles” as we better know him, isn’t 
beyond the prank to get even with those 
who have ditched him or bothered his 
friends during his World War I service.

Let down by his friend Wilks 
(Wilkinson of the 287 Squadron), Biggles 
concocts an elaborate revenge involving 
humbugs (the sweet) and sending his kit 
to the Germans (“Humbugs” in “Biggles 
of the 266 Squadron”). Then when his 

P
lans to open joint border 
checkpoints between China 
and Vietnam in May 2018 belie 
unresolved tensions in relations 
between the two countries. 

Despite scrapping a marine oil-drilling 
project in a disputed area following 
Chinese “threats”, Hanoi maintains its 
claim to what it calls the “East Sea” – or 
what the Chinese call the South China 
Sea. The dispute has led to anti-Chinese 
sentiment in major Vietnamese cities.

Fa r  a w a y  f r o m  u r b a n  a re a s , 
Vietnamese citizens living in the northern 
borderlands are intimately connected 
to China. Almost the entire length of 
the 1,280km-long Sino-Vietnamese 
border is at least 500 metres above sea 
level, with some areas reaching 2000 
metres high. These highlands are home 
to a number of minority groups with their 
own unique histories and cultures who 
are neither ethnic Han (Chinese) nor Kinh 
(Vietnamese), but live on both sides of the 
border.

A significant group who live in these 
border regions are the Hmong. There are 
two million Hmong in China, a million in 
Vietnam and up to a million more spread 
across Laos, Thailand and in diaspora 
communities in the US. Today, their 
shared transnational identity is based on 
speaking mutually intelligible dialects of 
the Hmong language, as well as sharing 
the same clan surnames.

Traditionally, the Hmong have 
practised shifting cultivation – also known 
as “slash and burn” – and were highly 
mobile. In the 1960s, Hmong from China 
migrated to Vietnam during the extreme 
hardships of the cultural revolution. But 
since the 1990s, when living conditions 
in China began to improve, more Hmong 
have been moving back.

Chinese invasion and Christian 
conversion
In 1979, 80,000 Chinese troops crossed 
the border intending to “teach Vietnam 
a lesson” for invading Cambodia and 
toppling the Chinese-backed Khmer 
Rouge. The war lasted just six weeks but 
both sides suffered high casualties as 
combat raged through the highlands.

Most Hmong fled from the fighting up 
into the forests and mountains, but soon 
afterwards communities were forcibly 
relocated away from borderland regions, 
in the unabashedly-named “Move 
(the Hmong) down the Mountains” 
programme. In some areas, only those 

with a Chinese-sounding surname were 
forced to migrate downhill, while those 
with Vietnamese surnames were allowed 
to stay.

These policies were rooted in 
gover nment  mistr ust  of  Hmong 
transnational networks and migration, 
compounding a fear that their loyalties 
may not be with the Vietnamese state. 
Unfortunately, many Hmong families 
who were settled in lowland areas after 
1979 with little fertile land or forest 
suffered from malnutrition and new 
diseases which they had not developed 
resistance to.

Since the late 1980s, hundreds 
of thousands of Hmong in Vietnam 
have been converting to Protestant 
Christianity – a complex and remarkable 
phenomenon which is having a profound 
impact on Hmong society and ethnic 
politics. Researchers estimate that around 
a third of Hmong in Vietnam are now 
Christians, although this trend is not as 
prominent among Hmong in China or 
elsewhere.

Vietnamese authorities have always 
been extremely suspicious of Christianity, 
branding it a Western religion associated 
with their former colonial (French) 
and imperialist (American) invaders. 
Government papers and news reports 
routinely accuse hostile “external forces” 
of inciting “elements of defection” 
through Hmong conversion to “create 
internal instability” among the highlands. 

As such, local officials have been guilty 
of brutal religious persecution ranging 
from beatings and imprisonment to 
confiscation of property and land, in the 
name of “encouraging” Hmong believers 
to give up their new faith.

Nevertheless, Hmong Christians have 
been growing in numbers and strength. 
In the 1990s, church leaders crossed the 
border into China in order to attend Bible 
schools, since they were not allowed to 
study theology in Vietnam at the time. 
Later on, Hmong missionaries from the 
American diaspora would enter Vietnam 
via the Chinese border, illegally smuggling 
in Hmong-language Bibles and preaching 
at church groups.

Signs of more cooperation
While I was conducting fieldwork in 
Vietnam’s northern highlands in mid-
2014, the latest round of South China 
Sea conflict erupted as a Chinese oil rig 
was moved into contested waters. There 
were ominous reports about an “endless 
stream” of Chinese troops massing near 
Vietnam’s borders, as border crossings 
closed.

In a district of Lao Cai province, 
Hmong church leaders were summoned 
to local government headquarters, 
perhaps expecting a stern warning 
against proselytising or even detainment. 
Surprisingly, however, local officials 
asked pastors to support the national 
cause by relaying information to 

their congregations about evacuation 
procedures (should China invade) and 
dissuading anyone from crossing the 
border. Apparently, they were even 
encouraged by the socialist authorities to 
pray for the welfare of Vietnam.

The church groups agreed to cooperate 
and prayed continuously for peace over 
three days. When China later withdrew 
the oil rig and tensions deescalated in July, 
some Christians attributed it to divine 
intervention, claiming that God had sent 
Typhoon Rammasun to force China to 
back down and move out of the disputed 
territory.

One unexpected consequence of 
the 2014 dispute was to bring some 
Hmong churches and Vietnamese local 
authorities into closer cooperation, 
although religious discrimination still 
persists in other border provinces.

In the past five years, more and 
more Vietnamese Hmong have been 
seasonally migrating to China for higher-
paid work, but often end up exploited or 
trafficked into forced marriage. They may 
continue to be viewed with suspicion 
by the Vietnamese government for their 
cross-border networks and apparent 
lack of patriotism, but most Hmong 
I interviewed have no preference for 
Chinese subjugation either.

(Seb Rumsby PhD Candidate in 
Politics and International Studies, 

University of Warwick)

Anything For a Laugh: Literary 
Pranksters and Their Exploits

How Hmong Christians Navigate The 
Border Tensions Between China and Vietnam

Vikas Datta | IANS

Seb Rumsby
The Conversation

Sweet and Bitter

Nobel Prize winning physicist Richard P Feynman who was also a born practical joker

China-Vietnam border crossing across Lao Cai bridge. Wikipedia Commons, CC BY-SA
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You might be much 
more aware of yourself than usual and hyper-alert 
to every move you make today, especially around 
others, Aries. You’re feeling self-conscious about 

your words, and you could be constantly wondering if you’re 
saying the right thing to the right person at the right time. 
Too much self-analysis of could drive you completely insane 
if you aren’t careful. Try not to take everything so seriously.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Your attitude is calm 
and matter-of-fact when talking to others, Taurus. 
You tell it like it is while omitting the frills and fan-
tasies. You have no reason to hide the truth, so 

you’re happy to disclose information to any willing listener. 
Be careful, because you could get into someone else’s private 
business uninvited. If you hear some secret information, you 
could tell it to others who definitely shouldn’t hear it.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You’re likely to have 
tremendous concentration that seems to have ma-
terialized out of nowhere. Use this to your advan-
tage, Gemini, because it may not last long. You’re 

usually blown from one thing to another like a leaf in the 
wind, and it’s hard for you to settle on one project or issue 
for an extended time. You may have to shut a few people out 
in order to finish some tasks, but that’s fine. Do what you 
have to do.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Be careful about shut-
ting yourself off from the rest of the world, Cancer. 
You might hesitate to talk to people. You could have 
the feeling that they’re unworthy of your time. Per-

haps you feel that your problems are more important and that 
others are too concerned with superficial things to understand 
the true depth of your nature. Isolating yourself certainly isn’t 
going to remedy the situation. You really need to communicate 
more.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You might talk as if you 
possess many lifetimes of wisdom, Leo. Perhaps 
you do, but that doesn’t mean you should be ar-
rogant about it. Your words might have the tone of 

a sage schooled in every subject. As a result, you could grow 
frustrated with others who act immature or uneducated. It isn’t 
your job to judge. Help others understand the bigger picture 
instead of assume they’re unworthy or unwilling to learn.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Once you’ve made up 
your mind, Virgo, it’s doubtful that anyone can 
change it. You’re set in your ways and your plans 
are set in stone. Having this solid base to stand on 

will let others support you effectively. You’re trustworthy and 
predictable. Others can depend on you and know where they 
stand in relation to you. Don’t let self-doubt slip in. This is your 
time to stand tall and proud.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You might be hard and 
cold when it comes to the facts, Libra, and you 
could come across as tough and rather harsh. In 
reality, this often just masks your sensitive inte-
rior. Perhaps you’re insecure about your feelings 

and how you express yourself. People might never know this 
because you’re so good at showing only the strong-willed, 
electric side of your personality. Be careful of being too stingy 
about sharing yourself with others.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  You’re likely to be 
feeling a bit lonely, perhaps even isolated, Scorpio. 
Maybe you think no one else has your same wild 
thoughts running through their heads. You’d be 

surprised to learn how many people do. It’s unlikely, however, 
that you’ll share these thoughts with anyone, especially now. 
Don’t feel like you have to. Just know that you aren’t alone and 
that you have a network of support at all times.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  If you have the 
opportunity to teach someone a lesson, Sagittarius, 
feel free to do so. There’s probably someone in your 
world who could use a bit of instruction now. You’ll 

have the patience and clarity of words to straighten things out 
and make the correct path obvious. Don’t be stingy with your 
knowledge. The situation will improve for you and everyone 
else when you selflessly spread your wisdom to others.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You could 
hesitate to take the initiative, Capricorn. Instead, 
you’d rather wait and see how things pan out be-
fore you make a major move. Your movements 

are hindered in some way, although you may not be sure 
why. It’s best to go with your intuition and not question too 
much. Just know that you’re better off taking the safer route 
rather than walking too far out on the thin ice.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You could feel 
increasingly uncomfortable as the day goes on, 
Aquarius. Perhaps you’re tongue-tied in conver-
sations - quite rare for you. The problem is that 

you simply don’t know what to say, or if you do, you don’t 
feel comfortable saying it in front of these people. Perhaps 
you feel you’ve lost your edge. Don’t despair. This is only a 
passing phase. You should return to your full-blown com-
municative self before long.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  You could lapse into 
pessimism, Pisces. Suddenly the glass appears 
half empty and everything looks bleak. You feel 
like you’re going around in circles. You might ask 

yourself what you’re doing it all for anyway. You can talk 
yourself out of this mood as easily as you talked yourself 
into it. It might not seem possible, but you must trust that 
it’s necessary in order to see the glass as half full again.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Diana Popescu| Aeon

A
s I write this and as you read it, 
and indeed for several million 
years into the future, there will 
be a dummy named Starman in 
a red Tesla cruising through out-

er space, playing an infinite loop of David 
Bowie’s Space Oddity. This achievement of 
SpaceX’s Falcon Heavy rocket carries mul-
tiple meanings, but one of them, enthusi-
astically driven home on Twitter, is that the 
livestreamed pictures of Starman set against 
the Earth’s sphere would finally put an end to 
Flat Earth theories, whose proponents often 
cite as proof the absence of a clearly distin-
guishable curve in photographs of the Earth. 

For their part, the Flat Earthers, like anti-
vaxxers and Pizzagate-believers among other 
crusaders in our post-truth world, remained 
unshaken. They cautioned Flat and Round 
Earthers alike against uncritically trusting 
all the information shared on the internet 
via fake-news websites, and asked people to 
exercise greater critical judgment regarding 
the sources of online content – in this case, a 
private company guided by a quest for profit, 
not truth. They claimed that to use ‘a good 
car ad’ to establish so crucial a matter as the 
Earth’s shape is simply ‘a poor argument’. 
Committed to seeing our planet as a float-
ing two-dimensional circle, they appealed 
precisely to objectivity, critical judgment and 

There’s nothing new in relying on author-
ity for establishing truths. But insofar as post-
truth is a new reality rather than an old but 
now more visible one, its novelty resides in 
distrusting established guarantors of truth, 
in part simply because they are established, 
while trusting grassroots observations over 
the venerable edifice of science. 

While the appearance is one of subjec-
tivity, it is driven, paradoxically, by a search 
for objectivity. For this reason, fact-checking 
cannot combat post-truth, since it’s based 
on the fundamental misconception that 
those in the grip of spurious epistemic au-
thorities roughly share the same belief set as 
us. We need to recognise the fact that when 
authorities change, the world changes, and 
the differences are not isolated facts that 
can be easily weeded out. Invoking images 
of Starman to refute Flat Earth theory acts 
as if knowledge proceeded unproblemati-
cally from observation reports to theory. In-
stead, as Collins puts it in Gravity’s Shadow, 
‘the causal sequence runs the other way: not 
from stars to human apprehension, but from 
human agreement to the stars’.

(Diana Popescu is PhD student in govern-
ment at the London School of Economics 

and Political Science, working on identity 
politics, disability rights, discrimination 

and social exclusion. She teaches moral and 
political philosophy at the LSE and at the 

Blavatnik School of Government in Oxford.)

the quest for truth.
Anti-vaxxers who refuse to vaccinate 

their children due to autism fears tend to 
care far more about what risks vaccination 
might carry than, say, a childless scientist 
might. Few (if any) liberals drove five hours 
to Washington, DC to check the ‘objective’ 
facts of Pizzagate – unlike Edgar Maddison 
Welch, who in 2016 fired shots at the restau-
rant allegedly at the centre of a paedophile 
ring run by Hillary Clinton’s campaign man-
ager. Objective facts and sound verification 
procedures are not what post-truth groups 
deplore but, specifically, what drives their 
dissent. What post-truth groups do deplore 
are established facts and agreed-upon truths. 
The issue is one of trust, not verification.

In The Web of Belief (1970), W V Quine 
and J S Ullian argued that what makes sci-
entific statements true is not their faithful 
correspondence to external facts, but their 
internal coherence and the persuasive nar-
rative they jointly form. Our beliefs face the 
tribunal of experience not one by one, with 
each matched to facts that directly confirm 
or disprove it, but as a layered body or web 
that interacts with observable facts only at its 
margins.

Whenever a fact contradicts one of our 
beliefs, we are prompted to restore consist-
ency by revising some of the beliefs in our 
web. But in choosing what to revise, we 
are no longer guided by facts alone. Start-
ing from the anomalous evidence, we look 

at the contested belief and its supporting 
justification(s), and assess how consistency 
can be most parsimoniously  restored in light 
of the full web of our beliefs. We can end up 
revising anything, from doubting that we ac-
tually observed the anomalous evidence in 
the first place, to the principles of logic and 
mathematics that lie at the centre of our web.

According to the crowdfunded campaign 
‘Show BoB The Curve’, a photograph of a 
city that remains visible at a great distance, 
instead of being hidden under the horizon, 
contradicts the belief that the Earth is round. 
To solve this tension, we can either dismiss 
the observation as irrelevant given our firmer 
beliefs in established astronomy and geolo-
gy, or else question the scientific consensus, 
based on satellite images and the testimony 
of astronauts. The first option is less disrup-
tive to our web of belief, but demands that we 
discount direct empirical observation. The 
second option – taken by Flat Earthers – vin-
dicates the direct observation but requires 
that we reject every theory, experiment and 
observation pointing to a round Earth. The 
difference is in the epistemic authorities 
that one trusts, not in the relevance of facts 
for establishing truth. This centrality of trust 
holds, moreover, for scientists themselves, 
whose observations rely on trusting in the 
theories and experiments of colleagues and 
previous researchers; trusting one’s measur-
ing and interpretative equipment; trusting 
in the textbooks and lecture materials from 

where one has learned the fundamentals of 
a given discipline, etc. Even ‘so-called’ direct 
observations, writes the British sociologist 
of science Harry Collins in Gravity’s Shadow 
(2004), are but ‘tiny corks bobbing on a huge 
sea of trust’. For Flat Earthers, distrusting the 
scientific consensus entails replicating evi-
dence that has been at humanity’s disposal 
since the 1600s, hoping that, through using 
crowdfunded weather balloons, they will 
find the opposite answer.

Such wholesale revisionism underscores 
the social and political impact of post-truth, 
as well as the false symmetries created by 
claiming that your detractors are guilty of the 
very thing of which they accuse you. On the 
model of Quine and Ullian, such contradic-
tions challenge accepted beliefs across our 
web, requiring us to choose which authority 
to trust to restore consistency. In the case of 
Donald Trump’s inauguration crowds, be-
lieving official statements about attendance 
figures meant distrusting photographic evi-
dence shown across ‘the liberal media’. 

The disbelief was not isolated to the pe-
ripheral observation of a single photograph, 
but ran through the whole web of belief, 
challenging all information from this pol-
luted source. Whatever the political gamble, 
the result is an escalation of epistemic com-
mitment across social divides, creating the 
impression that the other side is not only in 
the grip of a false authority, but inhabits a 
separate reality.

I
n India, an estimated 50,000 people 
die of snake bites every year and 
many don’t even make it to a hospi-
tal. In traditional systems of medi-
cine, over 350 plant species have 

been identified as antidotes to snake ven-
om but there are very few scientific stud-
ies validating their efficacy and mode of 
action at molecular level. 

Now researchers at the Jawaharlal 
Nehru Tropical Botanical Garden and Re-
search Institute (JNTBGRI) and Univer-
sity College, Thiruvananthapuram, have 
successfully used extracts from Bael tree 
(Agele Marmelos) to neutralize adverse 
effects of cobra venom, thus confirming 
what was known to traditional healers.

The research team found that the ex-
tracts inhibited destruction of red blood 
cells and action of acetylcholinesterase 
blockers induced by the venom. Acetyl-
cholinesterase blockers prevent muscle 
contraction of ribs and chest making 
breathing difficult, a major reason for in-
stantaneous death due to cobra bite. The 
extracts also reduced abnormal break-
down of proteins by the venom. 

Bael, also known as Bengal Quince, 
can be found throughout Indian sub-
continent and south east Asia. Scientists 
evaluated extracts of leaves, bark and 
roots of the tree in laboratory and then 
used computer-based studies to identify 
molecules in these extracts that attach to 
venom proteins and can aid detoxifica-
tion. 

“Snake venom consists of innumer-
able biologically active molecules. Its 
individual constituents, quality and 
quantity are unstable and unpredictable. 
Similarly, the plant extract contains a 
plethora of chemical constituents which 
are not always stable but their synergis-
tic effect can neutralize multi toxicity,” 
explained Dr S Sreekumar, a member of 
the research team while talking to India 
Science Wire.

The results of interaction between 81 
phytochemicals from Bael and each of 
the 14 venom proteins revealed that the 
plant contains potential molecules for 
detoxification of all cobra venom pro-

teins. However, of the 12 selected mol-
ecules, three failed the drug likeness test. 

“This is a good beginning but the 
study is in vitro. They have to prove its 
efficacy through tests in human beings 
and then arrive at exact amount of plant 
extract that will serve the purpose. It is 
a very tedious process,” commented Dr 
H.S. Bawaskar, an expert on snake and 
scorpion bites at Maharashtra-based 
Bawaskar Hospital and Research Centre, 
who is not connected with the study.

The research team is planning to take 
up this challenge in the next phase and 
develop a formulation that can be ef-
fective against four common venomous 
snake species of India. “We have already 
screened 60 plant species used in tradi-
tional medicine of which only four were 
found to effectively neutralize all toxic 
venom components. Bael is one of them. 
Once the screening process is complete, 
we will develop a standard formulation 
that not only works for all venoms but 
also leads to fewer or no side effects,” said 
Dr Sreekumar.

In modern medicine, use of anti-
venom serum is the only method to treat 
snake bites but it comes with risk of vari-
ous complications, including anaphylac-
tic shock, pyrogen reaction and serum 
sickness. The serum is manufactured by 
injecting horses with safe levels of ven-
oms. The antibodies they produce to fight 
off the venom are extracted from their 
blood and developed into the serum.  

A big issue with this method is varia-
tion in amount of venom in a snake from 
region to region. An anti-venom pre-
pared from a snake at one location loses 
its effectiveness when used at another 
site. “We need to decentralise anti-ven-
om production to overcome geographi-
cal variation in snake venom,” said Dr 
Bavaskar. Some efforts are on to collect 
snake venoms from different regions to 
develop an antidote that can work pan 
India. 

Besides Dr Sreekumar, the research 
team included N. C. Nisha, D. A. Evans 
and C. K. Biju. The study has been pub-
lished in journal Current Science. 

J
ayamma Bhandari was or-
phaned at the age of three 
and spend her childhood in 
grim poverty. She was forced 
into the sex trade by her hus-

band. But unlike other victims 
who are forced into the murky 
business, she decided to challenge 
her destiny -- becoming, in the 
process, an inspiration for many 
other women like her.

Now 40-years-old, Jayamma 
runs the Chaitanya Mahila Man-
dali (CMM) to help sex workers 
leave the exploitative profession 
and find respectable livelihoods. 
CMM works in high-risk slum 
communities to raise awareness 
on sexual rights and reproductive 
health, and takes up skilling and 
livelihood courses.

According to the National Aids 
Control Organisation (NACO), 
there are 1.65 million registered 
sex workers in the country -- the 
actual numbers would be much 
higher -- who lead very sordid 
lives. Though they are not in the 
profession by choice, they have to 
bear the stigma associated with it, 
feeling ostracised, alone, unwant-
ed and disposable. There are the 
ramifications of the exposure to 
various sexually transmitted dis-
eases too.

Jayamma is credited with di-
rectly impacting the lives of some 
5,000 women in sex work and 
nearly a thousand of them are now 
engaged in alternative livelihoods. 
Also, over 3,500 children of sex 
workers have been provided voca-
tional training through her efforts.

Fondly called “Amma”, or 
mother, her efforts were acknowl-
edged by the government and she 
received the Nari Shakti (Women 
Power) Award on International 
Women’s Day last month. Earlier, 
the Confederation of Indian In-
dustry conferred her with the Ex-
emplar Award in 2017

Jayamma grew up in her un-
cle’s home in Nakrakal in Nalgo-
nda district, about 300 km from 
Hyderabad. After a tough child-
hood and a difficult adolescence, 
she was married to a man in Hy-
derabad who, soon after she had 
a baby, started pressurising her to 

join the flesh trade.
Her refusal led to her being 

tortured, both physically and 
mentally. With minimal education 
and no one to support her, she 
succumbed to the wishes of her 
husband.

Selling not only her body, but 
also her soul, Jayamma toyed with 
the idea of suicide many times. 
But the thought of what would 
happen to her daughter after her 
death -- that she too could be 
pushed into the same trade -- gave 
Jayamma the strength to go on.

For Jayamma, it was a meeting 
Jai Singh Thomas, an NGO execu-
tive from Hyderabad, that proved 
a turning point. He encouraged 
her to leave sex work and do ad-
vocacy for the community. With 
Thomas’ help, she decided to set 
up an organisation that would en-
able sex workers to find viable al-
ternative professions. Thus began 
her journey as a change agent.

Now Jayamma -- who finally 
mustered the courage to part ways 
with her husband in 2012 -- and 
her organisation reach out to vic-
tims like her, counsel and try to 
convince them that there can be a 
better ways to lead their lives.

“It’s really a daunting task to 
convince them as some of these 
women have become addicted to 
alcohol, drugs, smoking, sex and 

living in that vitiating environ-
ment,” says Jayamma.

“They have many questions: 
Will they be able to earn enough 
to support themselves and their 
kids? Won’t their situation be more 
miserable if the world doesn’t ac-
cept them due to their past?

“We have the challenge to 
win their confidence and per-
suade them by offering help and 
support. Forcible rehabilitation 
doesn’t work in such cases and, 
as such, de-addiction, counsel-
ling, and slow, long-term therapy 
become necessary to restore their 
lives,” she said. The tragic life of 
sex workers is not limited to them 
-- children born to such women 
are bigger victims. Being vulner-
able, they usually end up finding 
themselves trapped in this or al-
lied professions.

Hyderabad has no designated 
red-light area, and sex workers go 
out and solicit clients. They usu-
ally take their children along as 
they have nowhere to go. The sight 
of their children sometimes get-
ting abused in front of them is dis-
heartening for these mothers.

Jayamma thus felt that work-
ing to prevent the victimisation 
of children of sex workers was 
important. She set up Chaithan-
ya (meaning awareness) Happy 
Home in 2011 where children of 

sex workers are provided with all 
basic necessities of life -- food, ac-
cess to education, life skills and a 
safe roof. CMM not only rehabili-
tates the children but also carries 
out routine follow-ups to check 
whether they are safe. The ini-
tiative today has 43 such children 
with big dreams of becoming 
teachers, engineers and doctors.

With the aim of changing so-
cietal attitudes stigmatising sex 
workers -- and with the belief in 
building a system equipped and 
sensitive to address the issue of 
trafficking -- Chaithanya also con-
ducts sensitisation training for po-
lice officers in Telangana.

On being asked whether sex 
work should be legalised in India, 
Jayamma said a firm “no”. “First 
the law needs to be in place. Poli-
cymakers, police and activists 
need continuous sensitisation on 
this issue.”

Prostitution itself is not illegal 
in India, but soliciting and living 
off the earnings of a prostitute are. 
And the law is open to a lot of mis-
interpretation and manipulation 
by the police and pimps.

(The weekly feature series is part 
of a positive-journalism project of 

IANS and the Frank Islam Foun-
dation. Mamta Aggarwal can be 
contacted at mamta.a@ians.in)

What We Talk About When We Talk About Post-truth

Scientists Confirm 
Bael Extracts Can 
Neutralize Cobra Venom 

Jayamma’s Story: From Victim to Crusader For Sex Workers

Credited with impacting the lives of some 5,000 sex workers, Telangana’s Jayamma Bhandari received the Nari Shakti 
(Women Power) Award on International Women’s Day from the President.
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PTI

Kashmir Traders and Manufactures Fedration (KTMF) raise slogans and hold placards during a protest 
at Lal Chowk in Srinagar on Monday.

Arvind Kejriwal

PTI

Opposition leader in Rajya Sabha Gulam Nabi Azad speaks as Mallikarjuna Kharge look on, during a press 
conference in New Delhi on Monday.

PTI

Army jawan carry a casket containing remains of one of the Indians abducted by the Islamic State group 
in 2014, that were found in a mass grave outside Mosul in Amritsar on Monday. 

SC to hear TN’s plea against Centre 
on Cauvery Management Board

Now Kejriwal apologizes to Jaitley for misinformed allegations NDA govt. responsible for violence: Cong on Dalit protests 

Korean ship 
arrives to take 
part in Indo-Korea 
joint exercise 

FCI exam paper ‘leaked’ in MP; 
48 candidates, two agents held 

SC to hear pleas against CBSE re-test on Wednesday 

Kashmir observes shutdown 
to protest civilian killings 

Mortal remains of Iraq victims 
arrive in Amritsar amid tears, gloom New Delhi, April 2 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court today 
agreed to hear a contempt 
plea of the Tamil Nadu 
government against the 
Centre for not constitut-
ing the Cauvery Manage-
ment Board (CMB).

A bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Dipak 
Misra and Justices A 
M Khanwilkar and D Y 
Chandrachud posted the 
matter for April 9.

“We understand Tamil 
Nadu’s difficulty of not 
getting water. We will re-
solve the issue. List the 
matter for April 9,” the 
bench said.

Ta m i l  N a d u  h a d 
sought contempt ac-
tion against the Centre 
for “failure” to frame the 
scheme for constitution of 
the Cauvery Management 
Board and the Cauvery 
Water Regulation Com-
mittee within six weeks, as 
directed by the apex court 
on February 16.

Tamil Nadu, in its 
contempt plea, said the 
Centre was bound to give 
effect to the judgement 
by framing a scheme so 
that the authorities of -- 
Cauvery Management 
Board and Cauvery Water 
Regulation Committee -- 
were put in place within 
six weeks.

It said the authorities 

needed to be in place so 
that the decisions of the 
tribunal as modified by 
the apex court were im-
plemented in accordance 
with the time schedule 
prescribed therein.

The Centre, mean-
while, in its petition had 
said that since there were 
divergent views between 
Tamil Nadu and Karna-
taka on the constitution of 
the CMB, the apex court 
should clarify whether 
“it is open to the central 
government to frame 
the scheme under 6A at 
variance with the recom-
mendations contained in 
the report of the Cauvery 
Water Dispute Tribunal 
(CWDT) regarding the 
Cauvery Management 
Board”.

Karnataka has op-
posed the constitution 
of the CMB and sought 
some alternative mecha-
nism to implement the 
verdict.

The Union govern-
m e n t  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t 
considering the overall 
sensitivity of the issues 
involved, the apex court 
may also clarify whether 
it had any flexibility in 
modifying the compo-
sition of the CMB to “a 
mixture of administrative 
and technical body” and 
“not purely a technical 

body” as recommended 
by the CWDT for effective 
conduct of the business of 
the board.

The apex court had on 
February 16 raised the 270 
tmcft share of Cauvery 
water for Karnataka by 
14.75 tmcft and reduced 
Tamil Nadu’s share, while 
compensating it by allow-
ing extraction of 10 tmcft 
groundwater from the 
river basin, saying “the is-
sue of drinking water has 
to be placed on a higher 
pedestal”.

With the apex court’s 
verdict, Tamil Nadu, Kar-
nataka, Kerala and the 
Union Territory of Pu-
ducherry would be annu-
ally entitled to 404.25 tm-
cft, 284.75 tmcft, 30 tmcft 
and 7 tmcft of Cauvery 
water, respectively out of 
the total of 740 tmcft of 
water.

It  had granted six 
weeks time to the Centre 
to formulate a scheme to 
ensure compliance of its 
465-page judgement on 
the decades-old Cauvery 
dispute, and made it clear 
that it will no longer be 
extending time on the 
matter.

The Supreme Court 
had also ruled that its ver-
dict on the Cauvery water 
allocation will continue 
for the next 15 years.

New Delhi, April 2 (IANS): 
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal has apologized 
to Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley for charges of cor-
ruption hurled against him 
when he headed the Delhi 
cricket board, making it 
his fourth sorry in over a 
fortnight to end litigation 
against him.

Following the apol-
ogy, tendered in a letter on 
Sunday but which came 
into public domain on 
Monday, Kejriwal and Jait-
ley moved an application 
before Delhi High Court 
seeking withdrawal of the 
defamation case.

Four other Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) leaders - Sanjay 
Singh, Ashutosh, Deepak 
Bajpai and Raghav Chadha 
- have also apologized to 
Jaitley for their allegations.

In his letter written on 
the AAP letterhead, Kejri-
wal expressed his sincere 
apology to Jaitley and his 
family members. 

“I unequivocally with-
draw all the allegations 
made by me in question 
whether in print, electronic 
or social media against 
you. I offer my sincere 
apology to you and your 
family members for any 

New Delhi, April 2 (PTI): 
The Congress today held 
the central government 
responsible for the loss of 
life and damage to proper-
ties during violent protests 
by Dalit outfits against the 
alleged dilution of the SC/
ST (Prevention of Atroci-
ties) Act, and accused the 
Centre of taking the issue 
“lightly”. Senior Congress 
leaders Ghulam Nabi Azad 
and Mallikarjun Kharge 
also alleged that atrocities 
on Dalits and minorities 
have been on the rise ever 
since the NDA came to 
power in 2014.

Azad, the Leader of Op-
position in Rajya Sabha, 
said that had the govern-
ment taken adequate steps 
to ensure that the SC/ST 
Act was not weakened or 
diluted, today’s nationwide 
bandh could have been 
avoided. If the attorney 
general or additional at-
torney general had ap-
peared before the court, 
the Supreme Court might 
not have taken the deci-
sion, he said.

The Supreme Court 
had on March 20 dilut-
ed certain provisions of 
the SC/ST Prevention of 

Chennai, April 2 (PTI): 
Korean Coast Guard ship 
‘BADARO’, which is taking 
part in the Indo-Korean 
joint exercise ‘SAHYOG-
HYEOBLYEOG 2018’ on 
April 5, berthed at Chennai 
Port Trust today.

Coast Guard (Eastern) 
region senior officials wel-
comed the 88 crew mem-
bers and Superintendent 
Oh Taeog upon arrival, an 
official release said.

The Korean delega-
tion during their brief 
stay in the city, would call 
on important dignitaries 
while a friendly volley-
ball match between two 
Coast Guards has also 
been planned.

As part of cross train-
ing exercise, Indian Coast 
Guard personnel would 
visit BADARO and its crew 
would visit the Maritime 
Rescue Coordination Cen-
tre and Coast Guard Air 
station in the city, the re-
lease said.

The joint exercise will 
be conducted off Chennai 
coast on the Bay of Bengal 
on April 5.

Coast Guard, Director 
General, Rajendra Singh 
along with his Korean 
counterpart Park Kyung 
would jointly review the 
search and rescue exer-
cise.

The Korean ship upon 
completion of the exercise 
would depart on April 6, 
the release added.

Bhopal, April 2 (PTI): The 
Madhya Pradesh Special 
Task Force (STF) has arrest-
ed two Delhi-based ‘mid-
dlemen’ and 48 candidates 
from Gwalior for allegedly 
leaking the question paper 
of a Food Corporation of 
India (FCI) examination for 
the post of watchman, an 
official said.

The incident came amid 
the nationwide outrage over 
the CBSE exam paper leaks, 
in which three people have 
been arrested by the Delhi 
Police’s Crime Branch.

The FCI’s exam for the 
post of watchman was sup-
posed to be held at various 
centres in MP yesterday.

The aspirants were 
asked to pay Rs 5 lakh each 
for the question paper, ac-
cording to a release issued 
by the STF yesterday.

However, the STF official 
said she was not sure if the 
exam was held as scheduled 
for the advertised post.

“Acting on a tip-off, the 
Bhopal and Gwalior STF 
teams caught two agents 
and 48 aspirants on Sat-
urday late night from Sid-
dharth Palace hotel in Gwal-
ior for leaking the watchman 
recruitment examination 
paper of the FCI,” the STF 
release said here last night.

The arrested agents 
were identified as Ashutosh 

Kumar and Harish Kumar, 
both residents of Delhi.

The STF seized a hand-
written question paper and 
an answer sheet from the 
accused.

Notably, there has been 
a widespread outrage over 
the CBSE exam paper leaks, 
prompting the Human Re-
source Development (HRD) 
ministry to suspend one 
board official yesterday and 
initiate a probe.

The Delhi Police’s Crime 
Branch also arrested three 
persons, including two 
teachers of a private school, 
for their alleged involve-
ment in the leak of the Class 
12 CBSE economics paper.

Bhopal, April 2 (PTI): The Madhya Pradesh 
Special Task Force (STF) has arrested two 
Delhi-based ‘middlemen’ and 48 candidates 
from Gwalior for allegedly leaking the ques-
tion paper of a Food Corporation of India 
(FCI) examination for the post of watchman, 
an official said.

The incident came amid the nationwide 
outrage over the CBSE exam paper leaks, in 
which three people have been arrested by 
the Delhi Police’s Crime Branch.

The FCI’s exam for the post of watchman 
was supposed to be held at various centres 
in MP yesterday.

The aspirants were asked to pay Rs 5 lakh 
each for the question paper, according to a 
release issued by the STF yesterday.

However, the STF official said she was 
not sure if the exam was held as scheduled 
for the advertised post.

“Acting on a tip-off, the Bhopal and 
Gwalior STF teams caught two agents and 
48 aspirants on Saturday late night from 
Siddharth Palace hotel in Gwalior for leak-

ing the watchman recruitment examination 
paper of the FCI,” the STF release said here 
last night.

The arrested agents were identified as 
Ashutosh Kumar and Harish Kumar, both 
residents of Delhi.

The STF seized a hand-written question 
paper and an answer sheet from the ac-
cused. A case was registered and an investi-
gation was underway, it said.

Notably, there has been a widespread 
outrage over the CBSE exam paper leaks, 
prompting the Human Resource Develop-
ment (HRD) ministry to suspend one board 
official yesterday and initiate a probe.

The Delhi Police’s Crime Branch also 
arrested three persons, including two 
teachers of a private school, for their alleged 
involvement in the leak of the Class 12 CBSE 
economics paper.

Mounting pressure on the government, 
the Congress had demanded that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi speak out on the 
matter.

Srinagar, April 2 (IANS): 
Several protesters were 
injured in clashes with 
police south Kashmir on 
Monday as the Valley ob-
served a complete shut-
down in protest against 
the killings of four civil-
ians in Shopian district 
during operations against 
militants on Sunday.

According to witness-
es, at least 20 protesters 
were injured as mobs 
threw rocks at security 
forces in Shopian, Kulgam 
and Anantnag districts of 
south Kashmir.

Police and paramili-
tary troopers fired pellets 
and tear gas to disperse 
the protesters. In Srina-
gar, authorities imposed 
restrictions in parts of the 
city to maintain law and 
order as a separatist lead-
ers had also called for a 
protest shutdown.

Authorities placed 
Hurriyat leaders Syed Ali 
Shah Geelani and Mir-
waiz Umar Farooq and 
JKLF chairman Yaseen 
Malik under house ar-
rest in Srinagar to prevent 
their participation in the 
protest. Heavy contin-
gents of police and the 
Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) were de-
ployed in the restricted 
areas in Srinagar.

Markets, public trans-
port and other businesses 
remained shut in the val-
ley. All educational in-
stitutions were closed 

Amritsar, April 2 (IANS): 
Teary-eyed relatives and 
friends waited for hours in 
the heat outside the airport 
here on Monday as the 
mortal remains of 38 In-
dians, killed by the Islamic 
State terror group in Iraq’s 
Mosul in 2014, arrived here 
on a special IAF aircraft.

A pall of gloom de-
scended at the airport 
complex here as 31 cof-
fins carrying the mortal 
remains of men from Pun-
jab and Himachal Pradesh 
were brought out of the 
airport building to be taken 
to their native places in 
specially arranged ambu-
lances

Minister of State for 
External Affairs V.K. Singh 
accompanied the mortal 
remains to Amritsar from 
Mosul. “We are thankful to 
the authorities in Iraq for 
the help (they rendered) to 
locate the victims and ex-
hume the mortal remains. 
The government of India 
did its best to locate these 
people. It is unfortunate 
that we had to get them 
back in coffins,” he told 
the media. Although 39 
Indians were killed as the 
Islamic State took over Mo-
sul in June 2014, the mortal 
remains of 38 were brought 

back as the identification of 
one body is still pending.

While the coffins of 31 
victims -- 27 from Punjab 
and four from Himachal 
Pradesh -- were handed 
over to the respective au-
thorities at the Amritsar 
airport here, seven coffins 
were shifted to another 
aircraft to be flown to West 
Bengal (3) and Bihar (4).

Punjab’s Cultural Af-

fairs Minister Navjot Singh 
Sidhu was present at the 
airport to receive the cof-
fins, along with officials of 
the other states to which 
the victims belonged.

The victims’ families 
were told by officials not 
to open the coffins since 
the mortal remains had 
been exhumed from graves 
and could emit toxic gases. 
However, most have re-

fused the direction and 
said that they would opt 
for a traditional cremation.

In the wake of the na-
tionwide protests against 
the dilution of the SC and 
ST Prevention of Atrocities 
Act on Monday, the Punjab 
government had appealed 
to the demonstrators to 
allow the mortal remains 
to pass without hindrance.

Sidhu announced on 

behalf of Punjab Chief 
MInister Amarinder Singh 
that the families of the vic-
tims from Punjab would be 
given a grant of Rs 5 lakh 
each and one member of 
their families will get a gov-
ernment job depending on 
their qualification.

The families of the 
victims are being given 
a monthly pension of Rs 
20,000 by the government.

External Affairs Min-
ister Sushma Swaraj had 
informed Parliament on 
March 20 that all 39 Indian 
construction workers kid-
napped in 2014 from Mo-
sul have been killed. She 
had earlier said that she will 
not consider them dead 
unless there was proof in 
this regard, rejecting the 
claim of lone survivor Har-
jit Masih, who had escaped 
the IS in June 2014, that 
the captives had been shot 
dead.

After Mosul was freed 
from the clutches of the 
Islamic State in July 2017, 
there was hope that the 
missing Indians would 
be found. However, Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Ibrahim 
al-Jaafari, during his India 
visit in July, said he was not 
sure if the men were alive 
or not.

Atrocities Act, in a bid 
to protect ‘honest’ pub-
lic servants discharging 
bona fide duties from be-
ing blackmailed with false 
cases under the Act. Azad 
termed today’s ‘Bharat 
Bandh’ as a success against 
“the government’s failure 
and weakness”. Both Azad 
and Kharge also regretted 
the loss of life and damage 
to properties during the 

bandh, saying the Con-
gress never supports any 
violence. Kharge, the lead-
er of the Congress in Lok 
Sabha, said the law had an 
impact on 23 per cent of 
the Indian population and 
alleged that “the govern-
ment took this case lightly”.

He demanded that ei-
ther an amendment be 
made in the Act imme-
diately or a curative peti-

tion be made before the 
full bench of the Supreme 
Court. Dalit protesters 
blocked trains, clashed 
with police and set fire to 
vehicles in violent pro-
tests across seven states 
against the alleged dilution 
of the SC/ST (Prevention 
of Atrocities) Act, leaving 
at least four people dead 
and many injured today, 
officials said.

harm caused to your repu-
tation as a consequence 
of my allegations.” Kejri-
wal said the allegations 
made by him were based 
on information and papers 
furnished by certain indi-
viduals who represented 
to have first-hand insight 
into the DDCA’s affairs but 
had “recently discovered 
that the information and 
the imputations contained 
therein are unfounded and 
unwarranted and I was 
clearly misinformed into 
making these allegations”.

Jaitley had asked for Rs 
10 crore as damages after 
Kejriwal and several other 
AAP leaders accused him 
of corruption during his 13-
year stint at the Delhi and 

District Cricket Association 
(DDCA).

Jaitley had filed a 
criminal defamation case 
against the AAP leaders 
before a magisterial court 
in December 2015, denying 
the charges and claiming 
that they affected his repu-
tation.  Kejriwal also said 
that he did not approve of 
senior advocate Ram Jeth-
malani’s “disparaging and 
malicious” remarks against 
Jaitley. The BJP leader had 
filed a second civil defa-
mation case last year after 
Kejriwal’s then lawyer Jeth-
malani used a slur while 
cross-examining him and 
stated the term had been 
authorised by his client.

Kejriwal said they 

should end the “unsavoury 
litigation”. “Though we be-
long to two different po-
litical parties, I believe we 
should end the unsavoury 
litigation between us and 
serve the people of our 
country to the best of our 
abilities,” he said. 

After Jaitley accepted 
the AAP leaders’ apology, 
they moved joint applica-
tions before the Delhi High 
Court and Patiala House 
Court seeking withdrawal 
of the civil and criminal 
defamation cases. The joint 
application read: “Kejriwal 
and others have individu-
ally tendered an unquali-
fied apology to the plaintiff 
(Jaitley). The courts will 
hear the matter on Tues-
day.

Kejriwal earlier apolo-
gized to Akali Dal leader 
Bikram Singh Majithia for 
alleging his involvement in 
the drug trade. Days later, 
he apologized to BJP leader 
and Union Minister Nitin 
Gadkari, Congress leader 
Kapil Sibal and his son 
Amit over separate issues. 

Kejriwal has been 
dragged to courts by many, 
including former Delhi 
Chief Minister Sheila Dik-
shit.

on Monday and exams 
scheduled for the day 
postponed.

Train services between 
north Kashmir’s Baramul-
la town and Banihal town 
were suspended.

Mobile internet serv-
ices remained suspended 
in south Kashmir areas 
while the speed of fixed 
line broadband connec-
tions was reduced drasti-
cally to prevent uploading 
of provocative posts and 
pictures.

Srinagar traders and 
manufacturers started a 
protest march from the 
city centre Lal Chowk 
shouting slogans against 
the unending cycle of 
violence in the Kashmir 
Valley. Police intervened 
at Polo View area on Res-
idency Road as traders 
tried to move towards the 
headquarters of UN Mili-
tary Observers Group in 
India and Pakistan (UN-
MOGIP) in Sonwar area.

The protest march 

was dispersed by police 
and some protesters were 
taken into preventive cus-
tody.

On Sunday, 20 peo-
ple -- 13 militants, four 
civilians, three soldiers 
-- were killed in the three 
gunfights that took place 
in Shopian and Anantnag 
districts. Over 60 civilians 
were injured in clashes 
with the security forces 
as protesters resorted to 
stone pelting near the 
gunfight sites.
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News IN BrIef
15 people killed in Kuwait road 
accident
Kuwait City, April 2 (IANS): At least 15 people were 
killed, and two others injured in a road accident in Kuwait 
on Sunday, the Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD) 
said. The accident happened when two buses collided 
head-on on the Al-Artal road close to the seventh ring road 
near the Burgan oil field, the KFSD said, Xinhua reported. 
Firefighters have rushed to the scene to rescue the injured, 
and one of them was taken by an ambulance and the 
other by air to hospital, the Kuwaiti authority added. 
Meanwhile, Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) announced 
that the buses were transporting employees of contracting 
firms that work for the company when the accident 
occurred near the oil field. KOC pointed out that medical 
emergency teams responded promptly to the accident, 
promising more details on the tragedy as they become 
available. Seven victims were Indians, five Egyptians, and 
three Pakistanis. The two injured were an Indian and a 
Kuwaiti, the KOC said.

Magnitude 6.8 earthquake strikes 
Bolivia
La Paz (Bolivia), April 2 (PTI/AP): A powerful 
6.8-magnitude earthquake struck deep beneath Bolivia 
today, but there were no reports of injuries or damage. The 
US Geological Survey said the quake struck at 10:40 a.m. 
local time and it was centered 127 kilometers southeast of  
Tarija, Bolivia. The epicentre was 557 kilometers below 
the surface. The quake was not felt in Bolivia’s capital of  
La Paz, but it caused people to evacuate office buildings 
that swayed as far away as Sao Paulo, Brazil, some 3,000 
kilometers from Tarija.

Afghan official says airstrike kills 
30 Taliban fighters
Kabul, April 2 (PTI/AP): An Afghan official says 
an airstrike on a Taliban training camp in northern 
Afghanistan killed more than 30 insurgents and wounded 
many more today, while the Taliban said the airstrike hit 
a religious school during a graduation ceremony, killing 
dozens of civilians. It was not immediately possible to 
reconcile the conflicting accounts. A number of children 
were being treated for wounds at a local hospital, indicating 
civilians were in the area. Defence Ministry spokesman 
Mohammad Radmanish said that the airstrike in the 
Dashti Archi district of Kunduz province killed more than 
30 Taliban fighters, including nine commanders, updating 
an earlier toll. “I can confirm that a Taliban training center 
was bombed and no civilians were present,” he said.

Trump to host third US-Japan summit
Washington, April 2 (PTI): President Donald Trump 
will host Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe at his 
Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida later this month for the 
third US-Japan summit to discuss North Korea and other 
issues. “The two leaders will discuss the international 
campaign to maintain maximum pressure on North 
Korea in advance of President Trump’s planned meeting 
with North Korean leader Kim Jong-un,” a White House 
statement said. During the two-day summit on April 17-
18, the two leaders will reaffirm the US-Japan alliance 
as a cornerstone of peace, stability, and prosperity in the 
Indo-Pacific region. 

Lavrov says spy poisoning could be 
‘in interests’ of UK govt.
Moscow, April 2 (PTI/AFP): Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergei Lavrov today suggested that the poisoning of  
former double agent Sergei Skripal could benefit the 
British government by distracting attention from problems 
around Brexit. “This could be in the interests of the British 
government which found itself in an uncomfortable situation 
having failed to fulfil promises to its electorate about the 
conditions for Brexit,” Lavrov said at a press conference.

18 killed in Boko Haram attack in 
Nigeria — Emergency services
Kano (Nigeria), April 2 (PTI/AFP): At least 18 people 
were killed and 84 wounded when Boko Haram jihadists 
clashed with Nigerian soldiers near the northeastern city 
of Maiduguri overnight, the emergency services agency 
said today. “So far we have recovered 18 dead bodies 
from the two villages Bale Shuwa and Bale Kura,” on 
the outskirts of Maiduguri, Benlo Dambatto, an official 
from the State Emergency Management Agency (SEMA) 
told AFP. Maiduguri, the capital of Borno State, is the 
birthplace of Boko Haram, whose nearly nine-year fight to 
establish a hardline Islamic state in northeast Nigeria has 
claimed at least 20,000 lives and displaced more than two 
million people. “The victims were killed while trying to 
escape the fight between the insurgents and the military,” 
said the Borno branch of SEMA.

Trump proposed WH summit to 
Putin in March — Kremlin
Moscow, April 2 (PTI/AFP): US President Donald 
Trump proposed a White House summit when he called 
Russian President Vladimir Putin last month, prior to 
the mass expulsion of Russian diplomats from the US, a 
top Kremlin aide said today.  “Trump proposed holding 
a meeting at the White House in Washington,” Putin’s 
top foreign policy aide, Yury Ushakov, told reporters. On 
March 20, Trump called Putin to congratulate him on his 
re-election, and the US leader told reporters afterwards 
that the two would “probably get together in the not-too-
distant future.”  In calling Putin, Trump ignored explicit 
advice from his national security advisers not to do so, The 
Washington Post has reported, quoting officials familiar 
with the call.

egypt’s President sisi re-elected 
with 97.08 per cent of valid votes

Trump vows ‘no more DACA deal’

7 policemen killed in Mexico prison riot

Pak Army chief approves death penalty for 
10 terrorists including Amjad Sabri’s killers

Gaza toll reaches 18, Israel 
rejects excessive force claims

Cairo, April 2 (PTI): Egyptian 
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi 
has been re-elected for a second 
term with over 97 per cent of 
valid votes, the National Election 
Authority (NEA) said today.

In a televised press confer-
ence, NEA chairman Lasheen 
Ibrahim said that turnout was 
41.05 per cent of the 60 million 
registered voters. 

Ibrahim said that Sisi won 
97.08 per cent of valid votes in 
the three-day presidential elec-
tion. His sole challenger, the 

little-known centrist politician 
and al Ghad party chief, Moussa 
Mostafa Moussa won 2.92 per 
cent of valid votes. 

Sisi won 21,835,378 votes, 
while Moussa won 656,534 votes, 
he added.

About 60 million people were 
eligible to vote in the election 
which was held in 13,687 polling 
stations across the country and 
under the supervision of 18,678 
judges from various judicial bod-
ies and authorities.

Sisi, the then army chief, over-

threw Islamist president Moham-
med Morsi in 2013 following 
mass protests against his rule.

Morsi was Egypt’s first dem-
ocratically elected president 
following the 2011 overthrow 
of longtime president Hosni 
Mubarak during the Arab Spring 
uprisings.

Sisi was elected for a four-year 
presidential term in 2014.

The first presidential term of 
63-year-old Field Marshal will 
officially end on June 7.

Last week, Sisi posted photos 

of voters participating in the polls 
and praised them on facebook for 
the huge turnout.

“The voice of the masses of 
Egyptians will remain a witness 
- no doubt - that the will of our 
nation is prevailing with a force 
that does not know weakness,” 
Sisi had said. 

“The scenes of the Egyptians 
outside the polling stations will 
remain a matter of honour and 
pride for me and hard evidence 
of the greatness of our nation,” 
he added.

Washington, April 2 (IANS): US President 
Donald Trump, blaming Democrats and 
the Mexican government for an increas-
ingly “dangerous” flow of illegal immi-
grants, unleashed a series of fiery tweets 
in which he vowed “no more DACA deal”, 
media reports said.

Minutes after wishing the nation 
a happy Easter on Sunday, Trump de-
nounced “liberal” laws that he said were 
preventing Border Patrol agents from do-
ing their jobs, reports The New York Times. 

“Border Patrol Agents are not allowed 
to properly do their job at the Border be-
cause of ridiculous liberal (Democrat) laws 
like Catch and Release. Getting more dan-
gerous. ‘Caravans’ coming. Republicans 
must go to nuclear option to pass tough 
laws now. No more DACA deal,” Trump 
tweeted.

In two more tweets, Trump threatened 
to dismantle the North American Free 

Trade Agreement (NAFTA), which he 
called Mexico’s “cash cow”, if the country 
does not reduce the flow of immigrants 
coming across the southern US border, 
reports CNN. 

The President followed up on his tweets 
as he went into Easter Sunday church serv-
ice in West Palm Beach, Florida.

“Mexico has got to help us at the bor-
der. If they’re not going to help us at the 
border, it’s a very sad thing between two 
countries. Mexico has got to help us at the 
border. And a lot of people are coming in 
because they want to take advantage of 
DACA and we’re going to have to really see.

“They had a great chance. The Demo-
crats blew it. They had a great, great 
chance. But we’ll have to take a look. But 
Mexico has got to help us at the border. 
They flow right through Mexico. They send 
them into the United States. Can’t happen 
that way anymore,” he added.

Veracruz, Mexico, April 2 
(IANS): Seven police of-
ficers died and at least 10 
inmates were injured in a 
weekend riot at a prison in 
the eastern Mexican state 
of Veracruz, local authori-
ties reported on Sunday.

The riot broke out 
about 10 pm on Saturday 
in the La Toma state pris-
on, located in the moun-
tain city of Amatlan de 
Los Reyes, where 1,300 
prisoners demanded that 
the warden and the police 
chief at the facility be fired, 

Xinhua reported.
Officers with the anti-

riot force under the au-
thority of Veracruz’s Public 
Safety Secretariat entered 
the prison to try and bring 
the rioting inmates under 
control.

The state govern-
ment in a press release 
announced that upon en-
tering the facility, the po-
lice were repelled by the 
inmates who had gained 
access to certain carpentry 
tools and had set fire to 
mattresses.

Seven police officers 
died during the operation, 
which concluded about 6 
am on Sunday, when secu-
rity forces were finally able 
to retake full control of the 
prison.

The burning of the 
mattresses, the bulletin 
said, “could have caused 
the asphyxiation of the po-
lice,” but experts with the 
State Attorney General’s 
Office are investigating 
the cause of death of the 
officers.

At least 10 prisoners 
were injured during the 
operation. Outside the 
prison, Federal Police, 
Mexican marines, the state 
police and the Military 
Police were on guard to 
prevent inmates’ relatives 
from gaining entry to the 
facility.

Prisoners’ relatives 
confronted the officers 
and demanded that Gov. 
Miguel Angel Yunes come 
to the site to report to 
them on the situation. 

The state of Veracruz 
has been beset by a rising 
spiral of violence over the 
past decade due to the 
presence of drug traffick-
ing gangs and cartels.

Islamabad, April 2 (PTI): Pakistan Army 
Chief Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa today ap-
proved death penalty for 10 “hardcore 
terrorists” including those who shot 
dead Amjad Sabri, one of the country’s 
renowned Sufi Qawwals.

In a statement, the military’s media 
wing said the hardcore terrorists, tried by 
special military courts, were involved in 
killing of 62 people and heinous crimes 
against the state including attack on se-
curity forces and Pearl Continental Hotel 
in Peshawar.

The terrorists were identified as Mu-
hammad Ishaq, Muhammad Rafique, 
Muhammad Arish, Habibur Rehman, 
Muhammad Fayaz, Ismail Shah, Muham-
mad Fazal, Hazrat Ali, Muhammad Asim 
and Habibullah.

Another five militants were awarded 
imprisonment of different terms.

Ishaq and Asim were involved in the 
killing of Sabri and attacking the law 
enforcement agencies of Pakistan, which 
resulted in death of 17 officials, the state-
ment said, adding that they were awarded 
death sentence.

Sabri, 45, was travelling in a car in 

Karachi’s congested Liquatabad 10 area 
when two motorcycle-borne gunmen 
shot him in the head in a targeted terror 
attack on June 22, 2016. He was rushed 
to a hospital, where he succumbed to his 
injuries.

The Tehreek-e-Taliban Hakimullah 
Masood group had claimed responsibility 
for the attack on Sabri.

Sabri was the son of renowned Qaw-
wal Ghulam Farid Sabri whose family is 
famous in the subcontinent for their con-
tribution to this sufi art and mystic poetry.

Some of the most memorable and 
famous qawwalis of the Sabris were ‘Bhar 
Do Jholi Meri’, ‘Tajdar-i-Haram’ and ‘Mera 
Koi Nahin Hai Teray Siwa’.

His killing resulted in countrywide 
anguish and condemnation.

It was not known where the trial was 
held and when the original conviction 
was announced by the trial courts be-
cause military courts operate in secrecy. 

The military courts were set up after 
the Taliban attack on an army school 
in Peshawar on December 16, 2014 
that killed nearly 150 people, mostly 
students.

Gaza City, April 2 (PTI/AP): 
The Palestinian death toll 
in last week’s mass protest 
on the Gaza-Israel border 
rose to 18 today, officials 
said, as Israel rejected al-
legations of unlawful use 
of lethal force against un-
armed demonstrators.

More than 750 Palestin-
ians were wounded by Is-
raeli fire in Friday’s protest, 
according to Gaza health 
officials, making it the 
bloodiest day in Gaza since 
the 2014 Israel-Hamas war.

Gaza’s Hamas rulers 
have not said if the final 
aim of protests, which are 
to continue off-and-on for 
six weeks, is an attempted 
mass breach of the border 
fence.

Hamas leader Ismail 
Haniyeh yesterday hinted 
at an escalation, saying 
last Friday’s protests had a 
“limit,” but that “next time, 
we won’t know where that 
line would be.” 

Israel accused Gaza’s 
Islamic militant rulers Ha-
mas of trying to attack its 
border under the guise 
of protests. Officials said 
Israel has a right to defend 
its border, and that troops 
were instructed to target 
what the army described as 
the “main instigators.” 

However, the military’s 
open-fire policies came 
under more scrutiny as two 
amateur videos emerged 
purportedly showing two 
Palestinians being shot, 
one killed and one wound-
ed, while not posing any 

apparent threat to soldiers.
In one video, a man 

later identified as Ibra-
him Abu Shanab is seen 
kneeling on the ground 
in the first of two rows of 
worshippers Friday, facing 
the border fence at a dis-
tance of 150 to 200 meters 
(yards).

Suddenly, he stands up, 
limps a few meters (yards), 
collapses and his carried 
away by young man who 
shout “Allahu Akbar,” or 
“God is Great.” Adli Abu 
Taha, who filmed the scene 
on his mobile phone, told 
The Associated Press that 
Abu Shanab had thrown 
stones close to the fence 
before joining the group for 
Friday prayers.

The incident took place 
east of the southern Gaza 
city of Rafah, and medics 
said Abu Shanab was shot 
in the leg.

In another video that 
spread on social media, a 
young man is seen being 
fatally shot from behind 
while running away from 
the border area carrying 
a tire.

The Israeli military ac-
cused Hamas yesterday 
of releasing videos that 
were incomplete, edited 
or “completely fabricated,” 
but did not elaborate.

The military said troops 
followed strict rules of en-
gagement, and that pro-
testers were putting them-
selves in “harm’s way” by 
operating in a dangerous 
area.

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/91/2018-II                                                                                                                                                       Dated Kohima, the 28th March, 2018

Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

Whereas Smti. NEICHUTUONO THORIE W/O LT. VILEZO THORIE, Peon, Dte. of Industries 
& Commerce N/L Kohima  resident of Jail Colony, Kohima  has applied for issue of Succession 
Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/
her Late husband- G.P.F, GIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity, Pension & other service benefits entitled. 
Bank A/C No.31023716574 SBI Main Branch, Kohima. LIC Policy No.441569889 New Bima Kiran 
Policy, Dimapur Div Office.   Who expired on 14-01-2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 (one) month 
from the date of issue of this notice.

OBJECTION NOTICE

KG
-2
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/93/2018-III                                                                                                                                                     Dated Kohima, the 19th March, 2018

Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

Whereas Smti. RAJINA MINJ W/O LT. SEBASTIAN, R/Mechanic, PHED Urban Div 
Kohima resident of Phezhu, Kohima Sc College Jotsoma  has applied for issue of Succession 
Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer 
his/her Late husband- Pension, GIS, G.P.F, Gratuity, Leave encashment & other service benefits 
entitled.  Bank A/C No.20197218139 SBI Sc College, Jotsoma. Who expired on 19-09-2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice.

OBJECTION NOTICE
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/91/2018-II                                                                                                                                                         Dated Kohima, the 28th March, 2018

Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

Whereas Smti. LUCY KATH W/O LT. ISACK KHING, Dy. Director, Industries & Commerce, 
Kohima N/L resident of Perizie Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate 
under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late 
husband- Pension, G.P.F, GIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity & other service benefits entitled. 
Bank A/C No.20120700290 SBI Main Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 22-01-2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice.

OBJECTION NOTICE

KG
-2

42
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AP/PTI

 Inmates’ relatives wait outside for access to La Toma prison in Amat-
lan de los Reyes, Veracruz state, Mexico, Sunday, April 1, 2018. 
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Westlife ‘in talks’ to reform
Irish pop band Westlife are “in talks” to reform in order to appear as vocalists on South 
Korean TV show “Immortal Song”. The programme features a celebrity guest musi-
cian, usually a K-pop singer, and a selection of amateur singers who sing the guest’s 
songs. The show has a competition-style format and a final winner is chosen.  Westlife 
would essentially be celebrating some of their back catalogue of hits, which had a 
huge fan base in Asia as well as Europe, reports metro.co.uk. All the band members, 
except Shane Filan who has been pursuing a solo career, have reportedly signed for 
the TV appearance. The website Allkpop.com claim representatives from KBS channel 
revealed the talks are in progress.  Filan is the only member of Westlife to still be in the 
music industry. The band, which also consisted of Nicky Byrne, Kian Egan and Mark 
Feehily, split up in 2012 after forming in 1997. (IANS)

2 pm, 8 pm: Hichki (Hindi)

11 am, 5 pm: Pacific Rim (Eng 2D)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

Luis Trio to perform in Kohima today Film has suddenly lost its charm 
as its all digital now — Big B

‘NYPD Blues’ creator Steve Bochco dead

Ranveer Singh not to perform at 
IPL opening ceremony due to injury

The Weeknd almost donated kidney to Gomez

Dwayne’s secret battle with depression

Rihanna’s song 
becomes Howard 
varsity’s protest anthem

L
uis Trio, a jazz band 
from Delhi who has 
been conducting work-
shop on bass, guitar 
and drums and will be 

performing live in Kohima on 
April 3 at Symphony Café, TCP 
gate in Kohima from 5:30 pm 
onwards.

The three band members 
are Loic Sanlaville on guitar, 
Sonic Shori on bass and Aditya 
Dutta on drums who are touring 
the northeast states, Delhi and 
Kolkata.

The event is jointly organised 
by Hope Centre for Excellence 
and Symphony Academy of 
Music to promote music educa-
tion and jazz music, which is 
relatively quiet new.

Luis Trio is a project formed 
and conceptualized by Loic 
Sanlaville, a French jazz guitarist 
in 2011 collaborates with local 
and foreign artistes and uses ele-
ments of different music set on 
original compositions by Loic.

Addressing media person on 
April 2 at Symphony Academy of 
Music in Kohima, Sanlaville said 
that his love for music began as 
early as when he was just three-
year old. Sanlaville who is also a 
sound engineer said he always 
try to incorporate different ele-
ments of rhythm and harmony 
in his music. 

At present, he said he is try-
ing the Indian classical music 
through tabla and African music 
and that the band Luis Trio is 
working together for the last six 
months.

Dutta informed that the band 
will be heading for Shillong and 
perform at Cloud 9, Centrepoint 
Mall on April 7, The Evening 
Club on April 7 and Alliance De 
Francaise, Kolkata on April 8.

When asked what jazz music 
is all about, Sanlaville described 

it as an ‘interactive music’ 
characterized by swing and 
blues note, calls and response 
vocals and improvisation. He 
said jazz music is a genre where 
musicians have the freedom of 
experiencing and playing what 
one wants.

Jazz music being relatively 
new in the country, Sanlaville 
observed that things are slowly 
developing in India where there 
are lots of places coming up to 
play and people to listen as well. 

Describing his experience in 
India as a good opportunity for 
him to progress as a musician, 
Sanlaville said things are getting 
better and better.

The managing director of 
Symphony School of Music, 
Melekhoto Pucho informed that 
tickets for the concert will be 
available at the venue which is 
priced at INR 200. He was op-
timistic that this will be a good 
experience for music lovers. 

Kohima Bureau

M
egastar 
Amitabh 
Bach-
chan has 
voiced 

his concern over the 
medium of film losing its 
importance in the digital 
world.

The 75-year-old actor, 
who met renowned film-
maker Christopher Nolan 
yesterday here to discuss 
about film preservation 
and restoration, said the 
cause deserves serious 
consideration and it is im-
portant that people from 
the film industry across 
the globe come together 
to save the medium.

Nolan is in Indian 
on a three day trip along 
with visual artiste Tacita 
Dean to promote the 
cause of film preserva-
tion and restoration, 

“Prominent dignitar-
ies from the world of 
cinema gathered here 
in round table to debate 
and ascertain the im-
portance of film heritage 
and its preservation. The 
word film has suddenly 
lost its charm ; for there 

does not seem to be any 
need to shoot films on 
film. It’s all digital now.

“It was known as the 
‘film industry’, they were 
known as ‘film stars’. So 
in the complete absence 
of that medium and 
that product, it would 
be quite in order to call 
ourselves ‘robotic genes’ 
or words of similar sound 
-- ‘digi act’ or ‘digi digi’-- 
It would be an issue that 
would need considera-
tion,” Bachchan wrote on 
his blog.

The actor said cel-
luloid film is the “original 
format” and it is neces-

sary to bring it back into 
business.

“It (film) had greater 
aesthetic value , and its 
preservation, an essen-
tially for posterity of hav-
ing an original , than one 
that has been manufac-
tured digitally. Digital is a 
derivative of the original 
film print so how would 
you feel if a xerox copy of 
a Picasso were to be up at 
a museum for attention 
and appreciation. Film 
is the original, digital 
format is not and in time 
to come this format may 
retire too,” he added.

PTI

S
teven Bochco, the TV 
writer behind classic crime 
dramas including “Hill 
Street Blues” and “NYPD 
Blues”, is no more. He was 

74.
Bochco had been battling a rare 

form of leukaemia for several years, 
reports mirror.co.uk. 

He had a transplant in late 2014 
that was credited with prolonging 
his life. Details of his death were 
unclear on Sunday morning.

Working with different collabo-
rators, Bochco co-created some of 

TV’s most popular series for more 
than 20 years while helping to cre-
ate the template for modern hours 
featuring large ensemble casts, seri-
alised storylines and edgy content.

The recipient of numerous 
industry awards, including the 
Humanitas Prize and Peabody hon-
ours, Bochco was nominated for an 
Emmy 30 times in his capacities as 
producer and writer, winning 10.

More recently, Bochco co-creat-
ed mystery crime-drama “Murder 
in the First”.

The producer also tried his 

hand at novels, writing 
“Death by Holly-
wood”, a dark comic 
satire with a strug-
gling screenwriter as 
its protagonist. His 
struggle with leukae-
mia prompted him to 
write his autobiography, 
“Truth is a Total Defense: My 
Fifty Years in Television”, 
which he self-
published in 
2016.
IANS

R
anveer Singh, who recently suffered a 
shoulder injury, will not perform at this 
year’s IPL opening ceremony, the actor’s 
spokesperson said today. The 32-year-old 
star has been advised not to overstrain his 

shoulder, which he injured during a football match. He 
was scheduled to perform at the grand finale on April 
7 event.

“After multiple medical check-ups, the doctors 
have strongly advised Ranveer Singh to not perform 
at this year’s IPL opening ceremony in which he was 
doing the finale act. They feel his high-energy perform-
ance would only overstrain his shoulder and aggravate 
the injury,” his spokesperson said 

in a statement.
The “Padmaavat” 

actor, however, will 
continue shooting 

for his next “Gully 
Boy”.

“Ranveer will 
continue to shoot 
for ‘Gully Boy’ as 
per its shooting 
schedule which 

is not physically 
strenuous since only 

performance-based 
talkie scenes are left to 

be shot,” the statement 
added. The actor is also 

working in Rohit Shetty’s 
cop film “Simmba” and Kabir 

Khan’s sports drama “83”, in 
which he would portray former 

Indian cricket captain Kapil Dev.
PTI

S
inger The 
Weeknd was 
reportedly will-
ing to donate his 
kidney to singer 

Selena Gomez when she 
needed a transplant last 
year.

His surprise EP “My 
dear melancholy” is 
believed to contain subtle 
shades of his former girl-
friend, reports aceshow-
biz.com.

“When Selena found 
out that she definitely 
needed the kidney trans-
plant she was freaked 
out at first, and scared,” 

a source close to The 
Weeknd, whose real name 
is Abel Makkonen Tesfaye, 
told entertainment portal 
HollywoodLife.

“Abel was totally there 
for Selena though and 
he immediately told her 
that if he is a match he 
would totally be willing to 

donate one of his kidneys. 
And, he meant it, because 
he did really love Selena 
and was willing to do 
anything for her,” added 
the source.

The “Can’t feel my 
face” hitmaker proved 
he was serious with his 
words by researching 
the process and getting 
tested, but in the end “he 
wasn’t a match”.

Eventually Gomez 
found a match in her 
close friend Francia Raisa, 
who ultimately donated 
her kidney. 

IANS

F
ormer WWE wrestling 
champion Dwayne “The 
Rock” Johnson, now an 
actor, has opened up 
about his secret battle 

with depression and his agony over 
witnessing his mothers attempted 
suicide.

“Struggle and pain is real. I 
was devastated and depressed. I 
reached a point where I didn’t want 
to do a thing or go anywhere. I was 
crying constantly,” Johnson told 
express.co.uk.

He was just 15 when his 
mother Ata tried to kill herself 
in front of him, months after 
they were evicted from their 
apartment.

“She got out of the 
car on Interstate 65 in 
Nashville and walked 
into oncoming traffic,” 
he said. 

“I grabbed her and 
pulled her back on the 
gravel shoulder of the 
road.”

The “Jumanji: 
Welcome To The 
Jungle” star 
added: “What’s 
crazy about that 
suicide attempt 
is that to this 
day, she has no 
recollection 

of it whatsoever. Probably best she 
doesn’t.”

Years later, Johnson’s dream of 
being a professional football player 
was shattered after numerous in-
juries. He signed with 
the Canadian 

Football 
League 

but 
was 
let 
go 

within a year.
Shortly afterwards, Johnson’s 

girlfriend broke up with him. “That 
was my absolute worst time,” he 
said.

But he went on to rule the 
wrestling ring before turning to 
acting in 2000.

Johnson says had he not found 
the inner strength to carry on, he 
could easily have become suicidal 
like his mother.

“We both healed but we have 
always got to do our best to pay 
attention when other people are in 

pain,” he said. 
“We have to help them 
through it and remind 

them they are not 
alone.” 

When a fan 
told him he 

was suffering 
depression, 
Johnson 
wrote back: 
“I hear you. 
I’ve battled 
that beast 
more than 
once.”

IANS

O
ne of pop 
diva Rihan-
na’s songs 
became 
an instru-

ment to register protest 
at the hands of Howard 
University students, who 
stormed a building in 
the premises to call out 
authorities on the USD 
1 million stolen from the 
school’s financial aid.

The students, who 
led a demonstration on 
March 29 in Washington 
DC, chose the singer’s 
“B**ch Better Have My 
Money” for their cause, 

Billboard reported.
Rihanna retweeted a 

video from the protest, 
which showed a mas-
sive turnout of students 
flooding the administra-
tive block shouting the 
song’s lyrics.

She added a flexing 
arm and a raising hands 
emoji to her caption.

Six staff members 
of the university were 
found to have embez-
zled over USD 1 million, 
an amount which was 
intended for low-income 
students.

PTI

EM Images

Luis Trio band members and managing director of Symphony School of Music, Melekhoto Pucho seen during the press conference 
held at Symphony Academy of Music in Kohima on April 2.
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Kerala celebrate after winning the 72nd edition of the Santosh Trophy.
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Kolkata, April 2 (IANS): 
Kerala beat defending 
champions Bengal 4-2 in 
the tie-breaker after the 
final ended 2-2 in extra 
time to win the 72nd edi-
tion of the Santosh Trophy 
football tournament at the 
Vivekananda Yuvabharati 
Krirangan on Sunday. MS 
Jithin scored in the 19th 
minute for Kerala while 
Jiten Murmu drew level for 
Bengal in the 68th minute. 
In extra time, Vibin Tho-
mas found the net in the 
117th minute for Kerala af-
ter Bengal’s Rajon Burman 
was given his marching 
orders. Bengal’s Tirthankar 
Sarkar scored late into in-
jury time to take the game 
to penalties. Kerala kept a 
spotless record in the pen-
alty shoot-out to win their 
sixth title.

Both sides made the 
solitary change from their 
semi-final victories. Kerala 
got in Afdal VK, the hero 
that got them to the final 
for Sajith Poulose to lead 
the line. Krishna Biswas 
made way for Sanchayan 
Samadder in midfield for 
Bengal. The hosts were on 
the attack straightaway. 
Tirthankar Sarkar had two 
free kick chances from the 
left side of the area within 
the first six minutes.

While the first one was 
duly cleared by the Kera-
la wall, left-back Sreerag 
G pulled off a goal-line 
clearance from Monotosh 
Chakladar’s shot after goal-
keeper V Midhun parried 
it away.

However, it was Kerala 
who broke the deadlock 
against the run of play. 
Jithin Gopalan intercepted 
a ball in the centre of the 

Santosh Trophy: Kerala beat 
Bengal to win sixth title

Latham, Raval in safe start 
as New Zealand chase 382 

Messi rescues Barca from the brink of defeat Algeria endorses 
Morocco’s bid to host 
2026 World Cup

Star, Sony, Jio gear up for BCCI’s first-ever e-auction

 

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1777SUD0KU 1617
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1776

 ACROSS
 1. Italian for “Ladder” or “Scale”
 6. Maori for “Influence” or 

“Authority”
 10. Armed struggles
 14. The Mamas and the _____
 15. Style
 16. Used in skin lotion
 17. Concerning
 18. Struck a bell
 19. Seaweed
 20. Hold back
 22. “Vowel mutation”
 24. Have (archaic)
 25. Splashes
 26. Assuages
 29. Immediately (medical)
 30. Complete destruction
 31. German for “Numerical”
 37. Existentialist French novelist 

Albert _____
 39. Protecting shelter
 40. One who submits a tax 

return
 41. Items offered
 44. Close
 45. Unit of pressure
 46. Jargons
 48. City in Florida
 52. Entreaty
 53. Lovers
 54. More tired
 58. Gangster’s girlfriend
 59. Small island
 61. Truck (British)
 62. Historical periods
 63. German-American biologist 

Jacques ____
 64. Delete
 65. A Persian goddess
 66. Froth
 67. Car “dings” or depressions 
 
 DOWN
 1. Box or fight
 2. Walking stick
 3. Mimicks

 4. Soft metallic element
 5. Off the right path
 6. Conduct deserving reward
 7. MASH star ____ Alda
 8. River in western Thailand
 9. Sharp-cornered
 10. Nobel Prize winning 

Dutch physicist Johannes 
van der _____

 11. Muslim name for God
 12. Scoundrel 13. 

Chairs
 21. Association (abbrev.)

 23. Central theme
 25. Metal
 26. Segments of circles
 27. Hawaiian feast
 28. Appendage
 29. Smudge
 32. Extreme
 33. Asian island republic
 34. Singer ____ Laine
 35. Warmth
 36. Goes astray
 38. Indian stringed 

instrument

 42. Found in the throat
 43. Exchange for money
 47. Wound (up)
 48. Crippled
 49. Italian for “Love”
 50. Pitching ace _____ Ryan
 51. City in Oklahoma
 52. General populace
 54. Sleigh
 55. Modern day Persia
 56. Formerly
 57. Whiskeys
 60. Former French coin

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1616

park and found S. Seesan 
close by.

He then showed some 
great vision to release 
Jithin MS on the run. Ben-
gal’s left-back, Abhishek 
Mukherjee was off his posi-
tion and with Sourav Das-
gupta failing to track the 
winger, Jithin brought up 
his fifth goal of the tour-
nament by slotting home 
through goalkeeper Ranajit 
Majumder’s gates.

All attempts of a come-
back from Bengal were 
thwarted by the southern 
side. Monotosh Chakla-
dar attempted a header 
from a set-piece in the 25th 
minute but was straight to 
Midhun.

Bengal skipper Jiten 
Murmu tried his luck after 
the half-hour mark from 
range but the ball went 
over the bar.

VK Afdal on the other 
hand tried to show some 
trickery in the opposing 
box but his final shot was 
poor and wide off target.

Tir thankar  Sarkar 
continued to deliver dan-

gerous and powerful free 
kicks, all of which were 
defended well by a solid 
Kerala defence.

Injury time in the first 
half threw up some excite-
ment. First, Bidyashagar 
Singh ran in and forced 
a corner after S. Lijo de-
flected his shot. The ensu-
ing flag-kick was cleared 
and KP Rahul initiated a 
counter-attack.

PC Anurag ran with the 
ball close to 50 yards and 
triggered Jithin on the right.

Ranajit thankfully got 
a touch to his cross which 
resulted in Afdal losing his 
momentum and the striker 
took a hard fall in front of 
an empty net as his shot 
went over.

The first bit of real 
action after the change 
of ends came a minute 
past the hour mark. Afdal 
turned the other way and 
played a backheel for Jithin 
MS, whose low cross was 
squandered by Anurag in-
side the penalty box.

Bengal woke up from 
their slumber after that. 

Ankit Mukherjee floated a 
long ball in the 66th minute 
and Murmu’s header went 
wide. A couple of minutes 
later, the home side drew 
level courtesy their captain 
Murmu.

Monotosh Chakladar 
headed down a long ball 
and substitute Rajon Bar-
man broke through to feed 
the striker who found the 
back of the net with a de-
lectable left-footer, to level 
matters with 22 minutes 
to go. Tirthankar Sarkar, 
Bengal’s best player by a 
margin tried hard to ruffle 
Kerala feathers but his shot 
from the penalty arc was 
parried off by Midhun.

Gopalan missed a glar-
ing chance in the 83rd 
minute with Sourav Das-
gupta coming off with a 
clean tackle. Afdal missed 
another chance with two 
minutes to go with Ranajit 
off his line and both Ben-
gal defenders combining 
to clear the ball with the 
goalkeeper absent. The 
scoreline was tied 1-1 as 
the game entered extra 

time.
Visibly tired, both 

teams slowed down in the 
thirty minutes. Tirthankar 
appeared to be the sole 
member in the Bengal 
ranks that seemed to try 
with sudden shots. Kerala 
had the numerical advan-
tage in the last eight min-
utes when Rajon Burman 
was sent off in the 112th 
minute. Sandip Bhattach-
arjee sprinted down to the 
end to play a through ball 
to Rajon. The striker’s sec-
ond touch was poor and 
the ball went too ahead of 
him. Midhun came out to 
collect the ball only to have 
Rajon’s boot hit his face, for 
which referee Crystal John 
did not hesitate to produce 
the red card.

The winner  came 
in the 117th minute as 
Kerala took advantage of 
the extra man and Jestin 
George’s cross from the 
left was headed home by 
Vibin Thomas. However, 
Tirthankar had other plans 
when he converted from a 
free kick from 25 yards in 
the sixth minute of injury 
time, taking the game to a 
shootout. Ankit and Nabi 
Hussain Khan missed the 
first two attempts for Ben-
gal as Midhun pulled off a 
save on both occasions.

Tirthankar and San-
chayan Samadder’s con-
version did not help as 
Kerala had a 100 percent 
record with Rahul V Raj, 
Jithin Gopalan and Jestin 
George all scoring. For the 
final kick, Jiten Murmu 
took on the gloves but See-
san S shot past the striker 
to deliver Kerala their first 
Hero Santosh Trophy after 
a thirteen-season gap.

Sevilla, April 2 (PTI/AFP): Lionel Messi 
rescued Barcelona’s unbeaten season on 
Saturday as the La Liga leaders scored 
twice in the last three minutes to snatch a 
2-2 draw at Sevilla.

Messi came off the bench with his team 
two goals down at the Ramon Sanchez Piz-
juan as Luis Suarez pulled one back in the 
88th minute, before the Argentinian struck 
the equaliser a minute later.

Barcelona had not lost a league game 
this term, or in 13 months, but finishes 
from Franco Vazquez and Luis Muriel 
looked to have sealed Sevilla a stunning 
victory.

But Messi came up trumps again and 
he celebrated his goal — a bending long-
range strike into the bottom corner — by 
rushing to the jubilant coaching staff and 
substitutes on the touchline.

Earlier, Gareth Bale made a strong 
case for a starting spot against Juventus by 
scoring twice in Real Madrid’s 3-0 victory 
over Las Palmas as Cristiano Ronaldo was 
rested.

Bale’s double in Gran Canaria served 
as a timely reminder to coach Zinedine 
Zidane, with the trip to Turin for the first 
leg of the Champions League quarterfinals 
to come on Tuesday.

Karim Benzema had doubled Real’s 
lead before half-time as Los Blancos 
moved just one point behind second-

placed Atletico. Las Palmas stays 18th, 
seven points adrift of safety.

Meanwhile in the Bundesliga, Bayern 
swept over Borussia Dortmund 6-0, giving 
the Munich team a big boost ahead of next 
week’s match against Sevilla.

Robert Lewandowski’s three goals and 
an awe-inspiring performance by James 
Rodriguez were some of the highlights.

Bayern’s chance to celebrate its sixth 
straight Bundesliga title will have to wait, 
because of Schalke’s victory over Freiburg 
earlier in the day, but the Bavarian team 
is just one match away from proclaiming 
victory.

Leonardo Bonucci scored on his return 
to Juventus but could not stop the Italian 
champions’ march towards a seventh 
straight Serie A title with a 3-1 win over 
AC Milan.

Paulo Dybala opened the scoring after 
eight minutes with Juan Cuadrado mark-
ing his comeback from injury with the sec-
ond and Sami Khedira adding a third late 
on as Juventus moved four points clear of 
Napoli whose hopes were hit by a 1-1 draw 
at strugglers Sassuolo.

Manchester City is one win away from 
being crowned Premier League champion 
after a swaggering 3-1 victory over Everton, 
while Mohamed Salah was Liverpool’s 
hero yet again as the Egypt star clinched a 
2-1 win at Crystal Palace.

Algiers, April 2 (IANS): Algerian Minister of 
Sports El Hadi Ould Ali has confirmed that 
his country endorses neighbouring Mo-
rocco’s bid to host the 2026 FIFA World Cup.

“Supporting Morocco’s bid is a decision 
of President Abdelaziz Bouteflika, and we 
are very proudly committed to fulfil it,” Ould 
Ali told reporters on Sunday.

Several days ago, the Algerian iconic 
ex-footballer Lakhder Belloumi had an-
nounced that he will be ambassador for Mo-
rocco’s 2026 World Cup bid, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

Belloumi was reluctant to accept the 
offer of Morocco due to diplomatic tension 
between Algiers and Rabat, but the Algerian 
government has finally given him the green 
light for this mission.

Morocco has already chosen several 
“African Ballon d’Or” winners, including 
Samuel Eto’o, Didier Drogba and El Hadji 
Diouf to be ambassadors for the bid.

Local media also reported that Morocco 
contacted Egyptian star of Liverpool, Mo-
hamed Salah, and Portuguese star of Real 
Madrid, Cristiano Ronaldo, to join its list of 
ambassadors and increase its chances to 
win the bid for the 2026 World Cup.

New Delhi, April 2 (PTI): Six 
companies, including con-
glomerates such as Star, Sony, 
and Jio along with digital ma-
jors Facebook and Google, will 
bid for media rights for India’s 
bilateral cricket series at home 
as BCCI is set to conduct its 
first ever e-auction on Tuesday 
in Mumbai.

The bidding process will 
be a marked departure from 
BCCI’s conventional closed bid 
auction model (sealed envelope 
process) after the Committee of 
Administrators (CoA) felt that 
the online bidding is far more 
transparent method for com-
petitive price discovery.

The media rights will be for 
a period of five years from April 
2018 to March 2023.

The BCCI is selling me-
dia rights for three specific 
categories — i) the Global TV 
Rights plus Rest of World (ROW) 
Digitals Rights package, ii) Indi-
an sub-continent Digital Rights 
package and iii) Global Consoli-
dated Rights package.

For 2018-19 season, the per- 
match value for the global TV 
and ROW Digital Rights is INR 

35 crore, INR 8 crore for Indian 
sub-continent while INR 43 
crore will be the starting bid for 
the Global Consolidated Rights.

From the period between 
2019-2023, the per match value 
package is INR 33 crore, INR 7 
crore for Indian Subcontinent 
and INR 40 crore for the Global 
Consolidated Rights.

India are expected to play 22 
Tests, 42 ODIs and 38 Twenty20 
Internationals at home in the 
next five-year cycle. Star, Sony 
and Jio are expected to compete 
hard for the TV broadcast rights 
along with Yupp TV while Face-
book and Google will be battle 
for the Digital Rights Package.

With Star, Sony and Jio also 
expanding their presence in the 
digital market, it won’t be sur-
prising if there are big bids for 
the Global Consolidated Rights 
package (which includes both 
i) and ii)).

Star already owns Indian 
cricket’s most coveted media 
property IPL having paid a 
record INR 16,347 crores for a 
consolidated global bids that 
includes TV as well as digital 
rights. Facebook had placed a 

whopping bid of ₹ 3900 crore 
($600 million) for exclusive dig-
ital rights of IPL but lost to Star 
who acquired the rights with a 
consolidated bid.

While the closed bidding is 
a one-time process, the e-auc-
tion will allow the companies 
to file incremental bids (with 
fixed slabs) after each round 
till competitors pull out of the 
race. Technically, the e-auction 
may spill over to the next day 
if the bidding process is not 
completed by 6 pm tomorrow.

Sony and Star had expressed 
unhappiness on BCCI keeping 
the minimum bid price same 
irrespective of the stature of 
opposition. However the board 
has not budged from its stance 
as they feel it’s a kind of pressure 
tactic employed by potential 
broadcasters.

“There are 80 per cent 
matches in this five-year cycle 
in which India will counter big 
teams and broadcasters will 
recover their money. The 20 
per cent of the matches against 
weaker teams wouldn’t affect 
their earnings,” a senior office 
bearer said.

Christchurch, April 2 (PTI/
AFP): Tom Latham and 
Jeet Raval edged New Zea-
land to 42 without loss at 
the start of a formidable 
run chase when bad light 
brought an early end to the 
penultimate day of the sec-
ond Test on Monday.

Latham was not out 
25 with Raval on 17 and 
New Zealand requiring a 
further 340 to reach their 
382-run target. If success-
ful, it would be the seventh-
highest winning run chase 
in Test history 

New Zealand’s highest 
successful fourth innings 
is 325 for five to beat Pa-
kistan in Christchurch 24 
years ago.

After England declared 
at 352 for nine, Latham and 
Raval had some difficult 
moments in a hostile first-
up spell by Jimmy Ander-
son and Stuart Broad.

Anderson did every-
thing but claim Latham’s 
wicket as the New Zealand 
opener flirted outside the 
off stump in similar fashion 
to the way he was removed 
by Broad in the first in-

nings.
After some near misses, 

Latham on 23 eventually 
found an edge but James 
Vince dropped the chance 
at third slip. Broad, mean-
while, consistently beat 
Raval in his early overs and 
struck the left-hander with 
a painful blow in the ribs 
before he had scored.

While England’s new 
ball bowlers were miserly, 
with Anderson conced-
ing only nine runs from 
nine overs and Broad going 
for 16 off eight, the New 
Zealand pair did find runs 
easier to get off Mark Wood 
who went for 13 off two 
overs.

When the New Zealand 
innings began with a mini-
mum of 137 overs to reach 
the target, the required 
run rate was 2.78 per over. 
When the light ended play 
24 overs early, the run rate 
was 2.98.

England flourished at 
the start of the day when 
they resumed at 202 for 
three, with Joe Root and 
Dawid Malan moving the 
score briskly to 262 before 

Colin de Grandhomme 
rallied New Zealand.

Root, having shared in 
a 97-run stand with Malan, 
was out three balls later 
with an edge to wicket-
keeper BJ Watling off Neil 
Wagner.

De Grandhomme, back 
at the scene of his best ca-
reer figures - six for 41 on 
debut against Pakistan two 
years ago -- produced his 
second best figures of four 
for 94 as he followed up 
with the wickets of Ben 
Stokes (12), Broad (12) and 
Wood (nine).

Jonny Bairstow, who 
was given not out on two 
when he feathered a ball to 
the wicketkeeper and New 
Zealand had no reviews 
left, was eventually out for 
36 leaving Jack Leach not 
out 14 when the declara-
tion came.

If New Zealand draw 
or win the Test it will see 
them triumph in a series 
against England for only 
the fourth time in 36 at-
tempts. England need to a 
victory to snap a 12-match 
away streak without a win.
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Isner upsets Zverev to win Miami Open 

Vandeweghe, Barty win women's doubles final

Nadal 
reclaims 
ATP top spot

Esa Warriors to face Diphu XI in final

Indian boxers cleared of doping charges at CWG 

MS Dhoni receives Padma Bhushan from President 

Sindhu hopes to be fit 
in time for CWG 2018

Alexander Zverev, of Russia, left, and John Isner, right, poses with their trophies after the final at 
the Miami Open tennis tournament, Sunday, April 1, 2018, in Key Biscayne, Fla.

PTI

Pranjal of Diphu-XI receiving the man of the match award during 
the second semi-final match on April 2 at Jakhama local ground.

President Ram Nath Kovind confers Padma Bhushan to Indian 
cricketer M.S. Dhoni during the Padma Awards 2018 function at 
Rastrapati Bhawan in New Delhi on Monday

PTI

Indian contingent with officials during the country's flag-hoisting ceremony of the Commonwealth 
Games 2018 at Gold Coast in Australia on Monday

PTI

Florida, April 2 (PTI/AFP): 
John Isner finally put an 
end to his ATP Masters final 
agony on Sunday, winning 
the Miami Open for the first 
time by beating Germany's 
Alexander Zverev 6-7 (4/7), 
6-4, 6-4.

The 14th seed had lost 
his previous three major 
tour final appearances in 
2012, 2013 and 2016 but 
came back from a set down 
to beat Zverev in two hours 
and 29 minutes.

The victory capped a 
superb tournament for Is-
ner, who endured a difficult 
start to 2018 which included 
an early-round exit at In-
dian Wells in his lead-in to 
Miami.

"I couldn't have scripted 
this. I came into this tourna-
ment, I won one ATP [World 
Tour] match all year and 
was playing very poorly," 
Isner said.

"I won my first match 
in three sets and that's how 
tennis goes — you start to 
gain a little confidence and 
next thing you know things 
start to roll your way."

Isner is the first US play-
er since Andy Roddick in 
2010 to lift the Miami title.

Isner will also reclaim 
a career high world rank-
ing of ninth after the vic-
tory, the 13th title of his 
career.

"It’s up to me now to 
keep pushing forward," 
he said. “To get over the 
hump in tournaments like 
this is a big thing mentally 
for me.

"We cleared that hurdle 
this week. I went into ev-
ery match super fresh and 
loose. I will be a force if I can 
continue to play freely."

Both Zverev and Isner 
were faultless in their ser-
vice games and the first 
set predictably went the 
distance before fourth seed 
Zverev prevailed when Is-
ner sprayed a backhand 
wide.

The break, however, fi-
nally came for Isner at 4-4 
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in the second set and when 
Zverev, who missed the 
chance to return to number 
three in the world with this 
defeat, failed to hold at 5-4 
in the third, Isner sealed the 
best win of his career with 
an ace.

The German, whose 
frustrations boiled over 
when he smashed his racket 
on the ground after that crit-
ical break, proved his billing 
as one of stars of the future 
by making his third Mas-
ters final and now heads to 
Spain where Germany play 
in the quarter-final of the 
Davis Cup.

"I missed more shots 
today than I did the whole 
tournament. I played badly 
from the baseline but it’s 
not easy against John," said 
Zverev who admitted he 
will have just one day of 
practice before taking on 
the Spaniards in Valencia. 
"He always makes it dif-
ficult.

"I kind of lost the match 
myself but I have known 
him since I was 14 so al-
though I am never happy 
to lose, I am happy for him 
that he’s won his first Mas-
ters."

It was a fitting way for 

American players to say 
goodbye to Key Biscayne, 
home of the Miami Open 
for the last 32 years, before 
the move to Hard Rock Sta-
dium next year. 

Florida born Sloane Ste-
phens won the women’s 
title on Saturday before Is-
ner stepped up to the plate 
24 hours later.

"With the atmosphere 
and the support, it was 
amazing," said Isner.

"You just can't replicate 
that and for me to come out 
the winner in the last men's 
single match ever here is 
unique."

Rafael Nadal reclaimed 
top spot in the men's ATP 
rankings on Monday (Apr 
2) a day after Swiss rival 
Roger Federer crashed out 
in Miami to American John 
Isner.

Nadal, who hasn't hit a 
ball in anger since pulling 
out of the Australian Open 
quarter-finals in January, 
saw Federer take over top 
spot on Feb 18.

The Swiss veteran, how-
ever, slipped 10 points be-
hind his Spanish rival and 
into second place after a 
second round defeat to 
Isner that saw the towering 
American leap eight places 
to ninth thanks to his even-
tual victory Sunday in the 
Masters 1000 event.

Isner thus equals his 
previous best ranking of 
ninth, reached in April 
2012, while beaten finalist 
Alexander Zverev of Ger-
many moved up one place 
to fourth.

South Korea's Hyeon 
Chung meanwhile con-
tinued to chip away at the 
rankings, the 21-year-old 
breaking into the top 20, 
to 19th, for the first time in 
his fledgling career thanks 
to his quarter-final appear-
ance in Miami.

ATP rankings on April 2
Rafael Nadal (ESP) 
Roger Federer (SUI) 
Marin Cilic (CRO) 
Alexander Zverev (GER) 
Grigor Dimitrov (BUL) 
Juan Martin Del Potro (ARG) 
Dominic Thiem (AUT) 
Kevin Anderson (RSA) 
John Isner (USA) 3.125
David Goffin (BEL)

Kohima, April 2 (EMN): Esa 
Warriors and Diphu XI re-
mained unbeaten through 
the tournament to set up 
a final clash in the final of 
the ongoing 9th edition 
of Silver Cup T-20 cricket 
tournament organised by 
youth department of Ne-
pali Baptist Church, Ko-
hima, on the theme “Peace 
and unity through Cricket” 
at Jakhama local ground on 
Monday. 

Playing the first semi-

final, Esa Warriors defeated 
Valour Cricket by 84 runs. 
Esa Warriors, electing to 
bat, set a target of 148 runs 
in 20 overs. Suresh scored 
38 runs, while Deepak Che-
tri secured 24 runs (not out) 
for Esa warriors. 

Valour CC bowlers 
Bashir claimed three wick-
ets and was supported by 
two wickets each of Bittu 
and Sunil.

Chasing the target, 
Valour CC were bundled 

American Coco Vandewe-
ghe and Australia's Ashleigh 
Barty won the women's 
doubles final in the Mi-
ami Open, downing the 
Czech Republic's Barbora 
Krejcikova and Katerina 
Siniakova.

In a match that ended 
in just 62 minutes on Sun-
day, Vandeweghe and Barty 
crushed the Czechs 6-2, 
6-1 in the last match of the 

tourney on Key Biscayne, 
the very last time it will be 
held at Crandon Park before 
moving to the Hard Rock 
Stadium in north Miami, 
reports Efe.

The Czechs had been 
seeded sixth in the series, 
but the winning pair man-
aged to get 64 percent of 
their first serves in play ver-
sus just 41 percent for their 
rivals.

With Vandeweghe on 
the winning doubles side, 
the Florida tournament fea-
tured an American sweep 
this year. Sloane Stephens 
won the women's singles 
final on Saturday, brothers 
Bob and Mike Bryan took 
the men's doubles and John 
Isner defeated Germany's 
Alexander Zverev earlier on 
Sunday in the men's singles 
final.

New Delhi, April 2 (PTI): 
Exactly seven years after 
lighting up the Mumbai 
skyline with an unforget-
table six, Mahendra Singh 
Dhoni again became the 
cynosure of all eyes as the 
honorary Lieutenant Col-
onel received the Padma 
Bhushan Award, dressed 
in an army uniform.

It was a happy coinci-
dence for Dhoni as he was 
conferred with the presti-
gious civilian honour on 
the seventh anniversary 
of their famous World Cup 
triumph.

The Indian Territorial 
Army had conferred the 
honorary rank of Lieu-
tenant Colonel to Dhoni 
on November 1, 2011, 
months after the country 

lifted its second World 
Cup under his leader-
ship.

The 37-year-old Dhoni 
is the second Indian crick-
eter after Kapil Dev to 
receive this honour.

As his name was an-
nounced, Dhoni marched 
past the dignitaries pres-
ent at the Rashtrapathi 
Bhavan before receiving 
the honour from Presi-
dent Ram Nath Kovind.

A lot like his batting in 
his heydays, Dhoni looked 
pretty much at ease as 
he walked towards the 
dais wearing the army 
uniform.

Also conferred with 
the Padma Bhushan was 
multiple world title holder 
cueist Pankaj Advani.

On this day in 2011, 
India won the World Cup 
final against Sri Lanka.

With 10 balls to go at 
the Wankhede Stadium, 
then captain Dhoni end-
ed India's 28-year wait 
with a massive six.

Dhoni has been the 
recipient of many awards, 
including the ICC ODI 
Player of the Year award 
in 2008 and 2009 (the first 
player to win the award 
twice), the Rajiv Gandhi 
Khel Ratna award in 2007 
and the Padma Shri, In-
dia's fourth highest civil-
ian honour in 2009.

Like Dhoni, Advani 
has a distinguished ca-
reer, having won gold 
twice at the Asian Games 
in 2006 and 2010.

New Delhi, April 2 (PTI): Struck by an ankle sprain prior 
to the Commonwealth Games 2018, Olympic silver med-
allist PV Sindhu hopes to regain peak fitness before the 
start of individual events and assured India will return 
with multiple medals.

Sindhu had suffered a sprain on her right ankle while 
practicing at the Gopichand Academy on Tuesday but 
scans showed no injury to the bone or ligament, much 
to the relief of Indian contingent and fans.

"Preparation wise everything has been going on 
well for me. Of course, unfortunately, I sprained my 
ankle a bit but I think I should be fine by the time the 
Games starts, I hope I will be completely fit by then," the 
22-year-old Indian told PTI.

Four years ago, Sindhu had hoped of retaining the 
women's singles gold that Saina Nehwal won for India 
for the first time in the Delhi edition.

 However, the yellow metal eluded her and she 
settled for a bronze after losing in the semifinals to 
Canada's Michelle Li.

A lot has changed since then and Sindhu is currently 
India's top shuttler and a prime contender for the gold 
medal at CWG, given the field which is nothing com-
pared to the Super Series tournaments that she plays 
throughout the year.

At Glasgow CWG, Sindhu had entered the tourna-
ment as an 18-year-old who had become the first Indian 
woman to win a medal at the World Championships. 
Though she settled for bronze in the event, she went on 
to add another bronze at the 2014 Copenhagen World 
Championship. 

The following year, Sindhu reached the finals at 
Denmark Open and then clinched her third successive 
title at Macau Open. However, those were mere trailers 
of what was to come next.

Sindhu simply exploded in 2016 when she clinched 
India's first silver medal in badminton at Olympics and 
became the toast of the country with her title at the 
China Open. She also won the Malaysia Masters early 
in that year.

out in 12.3 overs securing 
59 runs with Deepak Sahu 
and Nayan barely batting 
11 and 10 runs respectively.

Esa Warriors bowl-
ers Muktar, Washim and 
Musuf downed two rival 
wickets each while Along, 
who claimed three wickets, 
was adjudged man of the 
match.

In the second semi-
final match, Diphu XI de-
feated Kohima Hornbill by 
5 wickets. Winning the toss, 
Diphu XI put the rivals to 
bat while thrashing the bat-
ting line of Kohima Horn-
bills at 87 runs in complete 
20 overs. Anga contrib-
uted highest 14 runs while 
Diphu XI bowlers Pranjal 
took three wickets and was 
supported by Shivram and 
Mridul with two wickets 
each.

Diphu XI comfortably 
chased the target in 16 
overs losing five wickets 
with Sarklimso and Pranjal 
scoring highest 26 and 17 
runs. Moni was the only 
bowler for Kohima Horn-
bills to claim double wick-
ets. Pranjal of Diphu XI was 
adjudged man of the match 
for his 3 wickets and scor-
ing 17 runs.

The final between the 
two teams will be played on 
April 4 at 10 a.m.

Gold Coast, April 2 (PTI): In a huge relief 
for India's Commonwealth Games contin-
gent, its boxers were cleared of any doping 
violation but they remained under the 
scanner for breaching the Games' strict 'no 
needle' policy.

The Commonwealth Games Federa-
tion (CGF) though continued to avoid 
naming the country involved in the 
matter, which is highly suspected to be 
India.

The concerned Commonwealth 
Games Association has been summoned 
for a hearing on Tuesday said the CGF but 
clarified that there was no doping offence 
involved in the matter.

The CGF 'no needle policy' prohibits 
the administration of injections without 
strong medical support. 

The policy is relaxed only for athletes 
requiring prescribed medication or nutri-

tional supplements under the supervision 
of a medical practitioner.

A hearing will now take place in front of 
the CGF's Federation Court, the organisa-
tion's disciplinary body, to determine a 
possible punishment.

Prior to the CGF meeting here, there 
was a feeling that the Indian contingent 
could be in trouble amid reports that its 
boxers possessed syringes in violation of 
the event's 'no needle policy'.

CGF CEO David Grevemberg, in a press 
conference earlier in the day, said they had 
initiated an investigation into the matter 
but did not name India as the target of the 
probe.

The Games are due to start April 5 
after an opening ceremony on April 4. 
The Indian contingent has been insistent 
that there has been no wrongdoing on 
its part.


