
CBSE students protest over the alleged paper leak, at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi, on 
Thursday.
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Dimapur, March 29 (EMN): 
The three Nagaland gov-
ernment employees re-
cently arrested by the   Na-
tional Investigation Agency 
(NIA) in connection with 
the agency’s probe into 
what has been alleged as 
‘terror funding’, have been 
granted bail. 

On Thursday, the Times 
of India reported that the 
NIA’s Special Designated 
Court in Dimapur had 
granted bail to the three 
government employees 
on March 28. "They were 
produced before the NIA 
Special Designated Court, 
Dimapur and were sent 
to two-day NIA remand. 
Though the NIA had sought 
judicial remand for the trio, 

they were granted bail,” it 
reported. 

The national newspa-
per also reported that on 
March 27, the NIA issued 
fresh summons to former 
chief minister of Nagaland, 
TR Zeliang and his personal 
secretary K Francis Zeliang 
to be present at the NIA 
headquarters at New Delhi 
on March 31. 

“Zeliang has been asked 
to come with documents 
relevant to the payments 
received from the govern-
ment department for the 
purpose of answering cer-
tain questions relating to 
investigation in the case. 
This is the third summon 
issued to Zeliang,” it re-
ported. 

New Delhi, March 29 (IANS): The CBI 
has registered an FIR against unidenti-
fied personnel of 19 Assam Rifles to 
probe the alleged arrest, torture and 
murder of Manipur college student 
Khundrakpam Tejkumar Singh in 2004, 
an official said on Thursday.

The agency filed the FIR on Wednes-
day pertaining to charges of kidnapping 
and murder with common intention 
under the Indian Penal Code following 
the Supreme Court's March 12 order. 

Citing the apex court petition filed 
by the student's mother, the CBI FIR 
said the 22-year-old was arrested by 
19 Assam Rifles personnel on March 9, 
2004, from the sports ground at Uripok 
Leikhurembi compound in Imphal dur-
ing a sports festival. 

Despite the fact that Khundrak-
pam Tejkumar Singh had no criminal 
antecedents or links to any unlawful 
organisation, he was whisked away, kept 
in custody, tortured and later killed by 
the personnel in a "staged encounter", 
said the FIR. 

He was a first-year student of DM 
College of Commerce in Imphal. 

Apart from punitive action against 
the guilty personnel, the aggrieved 
mother urged the court to direct Assam 
Rifles authorities to pay adequate com-
pensation for her son's "extra-judicial 
killing".

New Delhi, March 29 (PTI): 
Students here took to the 
streets today to protest the 
CBSE's decision to hold 
re-examination of Class 10 
Mathematics and Class 12 
Economics papers, even 
as the Congress demanded 
that Union HRD Minis-
ter Prakash Javadekar and 
the board chairperson be 
sacked.

Amid massive protests 
over the paper leaks issue, 
Congress president Ra-
hul Gandhi targeted Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
going into rhyme, saying 
"in everything there is leak, 
the 'chowkidar' is weak".

Javadekar, however, 
said the culprits would not 
go scot-free and termed the 
paper leak issue as unfor-
tunate.

The BJP rejected Rahul 
Gandhi's charge, saying the 

Dimapur, March 29 (EMN): The All Nagaland College 
Students’ Union (ANCSU) has expressed objection to 
the practise of ‘attaching’ assistant/associate profes-
sors with ‘any of the VIPs’. 

In a letter addressed to the minister of Higher 
Education and Technical Education, the student or-
ganisation stated that ‘lecturers are supposed to be 
teaching in their posted institutions’ and not be a part 
of ‘any VIP’ team. 

“Therefore, the union apprises and appeals your 
good office to take this matter seriously and not to al-
low attachment of any assistant/associate professors 
with VIPs and detach the aforementioned immediately 
if there is any as this would directly affect the institu-
tion jeopardising the student community. The office of 
the ANCSU would be vigilant in this regard and will not 
compromise under any condition that would hamper 
the students’ welfare,” it stated. 

Dimapur, March 29 (EMN): The Naga People’s Front 
(NPF) on Thursday accused the People’s Democratic 
Alliance (PDA) government of ‘redirecting’ funds that 
were sanctioned by the previous government for 
maintenance and repair of roads ‘in various parts of 
the state.’ 

In a press release issued on Thursday, the NPF 
stated that the previous government ‘had accorded 
sanction for development/repair/ maintain seventeen 
road projects all over the state under Special Road De-
velopment Programme amounting to INR 150 crore 
such as Naginimora-Tiru road, Zunheboto Town road, 
Longtoker village to Tuensang, Shamatore town road, 
drainage and road repair at Darogapathar (Dimapur), 
Thonoknyu to Waphur road (Noklak), Heningkunglwa 
to Kupunala road, construction of Niuland Bridge/ 
culvert, Peren-Tening-Nsong road etc., among others.’

It claimed that most of the works have been com-
pleted. “However, much to the chagrin of the public 
and the contractors (some of whom have volunteered 
to undertake the works on the request of the general 
public even without work orders since Model Code of 
Conduct came into effect then), the PDA government 
had, on March 14, revised the projects and adminis-
trative approval for withdrawal of funds was reissued 
for other works such as Circular Road at Sovima, road 
and drainage at Seluophe, repair and maintenance of 
road at Razhaphe, circular road at Phesama, EAC HQ 
road at Botsa etc.,” it stated. 

Stating the party was not against developmental 
activity in the state, the NPF however claimed that 
the PDA government was diverting funds earmarked 
for projects ‘most of which have been completed and 
others nearing completion.’   

Dimapur, March 29 (EMN): The deputy chief minister 
of Nagaland, Y Patton on Thursday met Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh at his official residence in New 
Delhi. 

A press release from Nagaland House, New Delhi 
informed that Patton discussed the financial situation 
of Nagaland with Singh and urged the latter to release 
the state’s ‘SPA liabilities of INR 863.95 cr.’ at the earli-
est. Singh has been reported assuring ‘all possible help 
to the state’. On Wednesday, Patton met the Union 
Home Minister of State Kiren Rijiju. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 29 (EMN): Chief 
Secretary Temjen Toy on Thurs-
day launched training modules 
on HIV and AIDS for law en-
forcement agency and faith-
based organisations (FBOs) 
prepared by Kripa Foundation 
Nagaland in partnership with 
the Family Health International 
(FHI) 360 and Nagaland State 
AIDS Control Society (NSACS).

The two separate resource 
manuals aim to empower 
the state’s police force and 
church workers for a collective 
response to HIV and AIDS, 
towards ensuring universal 
access, protection of human 
rights, and elimination of stig-
ma and discrimination. 

Speaking at the launching 
programme at Hotel Japfü in 
Kohima, Toy recalled his ex-
perience in the health sector 
15 years ago and maintained 
that the approach towards HIV 
and AIDS was different then. 
He observed that the general 
attitude towards the issue has 
turned around, particularly of 
the church. Pointing out that 
the church initially used to 
look upon HIV and AIDS as 
something that is to do with a 
person’s sins, he said that the 
church has now opened its 
doors towards creating aware-

ness.
He mentioned that earlier, a 

lot of concentration on targeted 
intervention (TI) programmes 
on high-risk groups, and the re-
sult was that prevalence among 
injecting drug users (IDUs) 
went down. However, he said, 
the issue of HIV and AIDS was 
still a major challenge. He un-
derscored that focus needs to 
change as old challenges may 
not be there anymore but new 
ones will come up. 

Toy called upon the Kripa 
Foundation and other agen-
cies to focus on the vulnerable 
groups. He felt that with moder-
nity and liberalisation, everyone 
knows of HIV and AIDS and 
how it is spread, but behav-
ioural changes have not taken 
place. Therefore, he said the 
bigger fear is the spread of the 
virus among vulnerable groups, 
particularly the college and high 
school students. Emphasising 
that they are made not only 
aware but sensitised so that 
they could have behavioural 
changes in their lives, he urged 
upon the agencies to focus well 
and make informed decisions. 

“With the support of the 
church and the law enforce-
ment agency, I am sure that the 
issue of HIV and AIDS would be 
taken forward in a more effec-

tive manner,” he stated.

Police duty-bound to  
protect PLHIV
The Director General of Police 
Rupin Sharma, in his brief ad-
dress, stated that while discrim-
ination against people living 
with HIV and AIDS (PLHIV) was 
reduced to some extent because 
of various educational pro-
grammes, yet they are still dis-
criminated in certain pockets. 

This is where he felt the job 
of the law enforcement came in. 
“We are duty bound to provide 
protection and to ensure that 
no discrimination takes place 
against them (PLHIV) because 
HIV and AIDS is looked upon 
as a much maligned illness,” 
Sharma said. “We don’t treat 
a diabetic patient or a cancer 
patient in the same manner we 
treat an AIDS patient. We have 
to look at AIDS as an ailment or 
a disease and not as a stigma,” 
he added.

He maintained that the po-
lice basically have two roles to 
play in tackling HIV and AIDS: 
one is, the role of the police as 
the consumer of the training 
module, and the other is, play-
ing the role of the facilitator. 
Stating that the Nagaland police 
force constitutes 25% of the 
state’s employees, he pointed 

out the need for strengthen-
ing ToT (training of teachers) 
programmes and get more 
trainers for the NAPTC and PTS 
where 1000 people are trained 
and about 5000 personnel are 
trained in the refresher courses 
every year.

The police chief also sug-
gested a basic structure of les-
sons for students, particularly 
for Nagaland Police schools, 
towards teaching children to 
learn caring and supportive at-
titude towards PLHIV. 

‘Church cannot detach  
from its community’
Rev. Dr. Mechiehol Savi from 
the Nagaland Baptist Church 
Council (NBCC) in his speech 
admitted that the church has, 
for a long time, looked upon 
the HIV and AIDS pandemic as 
the “malady of God’s judgement 
upon sinful humankind” and 
therefore detached itself from 
addressing the issue. He said 
the church, as a community of 
believers, cannot detach itself 
from the community and must 
always commit to address the 
issues that the society faced.

Asserting that the struggle 
to contain HIV and AIDS was 
no different, he maintained 
the church has now taken the 
responsibility to educate the 

people in different forms and 
was committed to continue as 
part of its holistic ministry. He 
highlighted that training for the 
church was earlier initiated by 
the state Legislators’ Forum on 
AIDS (LFA) and also extended 
financial assistance so that 
NBCC could educate and train 
church workers in the associa-
tion level. For the last two years 
the programme has been suc-
cessful and we are grateful, he 
said.

“We cannot be complacent 
and together we must continue 
to the issue creatively,” the rev-
erend said and expressed posi-
tivity that the training module 
prepared by Kripa Foundation 
would go a long way in the edu-
cation process. 

The director of Kripa Foun-
dation Nagaland, Abou Mere 
highlighted that Kripa was 
partnering with FHI 360 and 
US-based Centre for Disease 
Control (CDC) to implement 
‘Project Sunrise’, under which, 
sensitizing Faith Based Organi-
sations (FBOs) and law enforce-
ment agency on HIV and AIDS 
and developing training mod-
ules for them were some of the 
tasks being taken up. 

“I am confident that the 
training modules would be of 
immense help to the Law en-

forcement agency and Church 
organisations in understanding 
the AIDS epidemic and de-
velop an appropriate response 
in tackling these challenges,” 
Mere said. He pointed out that 
improved access to HIV services 
including universal access to 
treatment, protection of human 
rights and overcoming stigma 
and discrimination were critical 
elements to reach the universal 
goal of ending AIDS as a public 
health threat. 

He acknowledged Project 
ORCHID and Eleutheros Chris-
tian Society (ECS) for allowing 
the Kripa Foundation to use 
their modules as the base to 
develop the training modules 
for FSO and law enforcement 
agency. 

He also thanked the consult-
ants for the project, Dr. Sash-
imeren and Dr. Vinito L Chishi; 
technical partners- NSACS, 
NBCC and Nagaland Police; 
the cooperation and support 
from People Living with HIV/
AIDS and Injecting Drug Users; 
NGOs and Kripa Foundation 
(Project Sunrise) staff; also, the 
US President’s Emergency Plan 
for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), CDC, 
and FHI 360 for supporting 
the HIV response in Nagaland 
and helping in developing the 
resource manuals. 

Terror funding: 
Govt. employees 
get bail 

CBI registers 
FIR in Manipur 
student's custodial 
death case ‘Lecturer’s job is to 

teach at institutes’ 

CBSE paper leaks: Students take to streets

PDA govt. diverting 
fund from ‘completed 
projects’, NPF alleges 

Patton calls on Rajnath 

Church and police get training modules on HIV and AIDS 

Stir the pot 
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A group of women are seen preparing pickle during a farmers’ training on ‘value addition of horticulture crops’ at Hekheshe village in 
Medziphema, Dimapur. The training was organised by the School of Agricultural Sciences and Rural Development, Nagaland University. 

(Report in Page 2) 

 

Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 29° 15°

Agartala 36° 22°

Gangtok 21° 10°

Guwahati 31° 19°

Imphal 29° 13°

Itanagar 24° 16°

Shillong 21° 11°

Delhi 37° 20°

Kolkata 37° 26°

Chennai 36° 28°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 24° 12°
DIMAPUR 32° 18°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 62%
DIMAPUR Nil 91%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Where there is great 
love, there are always 

wishes. 

~ Willa Cather
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Rhythm of Love: In conversation 
with Avora Records |  P10

Mirror Takes

Come on buddy, it's not a 
working day... Let's go home.

~ Arien

Australia coach Darren 
Lehmann quits job   |  P12

Hazare breaks fast after 
government assurance  | P8

INFORMATION 
The offices of Eastern 

Mirror will remain 
closed from March 30 
till April 1 on account 
of Good Friday and 
Easter Sunday. Our 

next issue will hit the 
stands on April 3.

Congress president was referring 
to the UPA rule.

"Rahul Gandhi is remember-
ing his days," Union minister 
Ravi Shankar Prasad said at a 
Cabinet briefing.

Congress spokesperson Ran-
deep Surjewala said that the par-
ty demands that HRD Minister 
Javadekar and CBSE Chairperson 
Anita Karwal be sacked and a ju-
dicial probe by a high court judge 
be ordered into the matter.

The Delhi Police, which had 
registered two cases in connec-
tion with the leaks, started ques-
tioning the owner of a coaching 
centre in Rajender Nagar whose 
name was shared by the CBSE in 
its complaint and is suspected to 
be behind the alleged leak.

The office of the CBSE had 

received an unaddressed enve-
lope on March 26 containing four 
sheets of handwritten answers of 
the Class 12 Economics paper, 
the board said in its complaint to 
the Delhi Police.

In its complaint to the police, 
the Board has said that they 
received a complaint by fax on 
March 23 from an "unknown 
source" that a man running a 
coaching institute in Rajinder 
Nagar was involved in paper 
leakage.

Meanwhile, cries of 'we 
want justice' resonated at Jantar 
Mantar as students gathered 
there this morning to protest the 
re-examination of Class 10 Math-
ematics and Class 12 Economics 
papers.

Holding placards and shout-

ing slogans such as 'stop playing 
hit and trial with our lives' and 
'It's not the students who need a 
re-test, it's the system', students 
rued how they have been left 
"traumatised" after hearing the 
news of re-examination.

Ma n y  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s 
claimed that almost all the pa-
pers were leaked a day before the 
examinations, and demanded 
that if a re-examination is to be 
held, it should be held of all the 
subjects.

Bhavika Yadav, a Class 10 stu-
dent of St Thomas School, said, 
"We were shocked after hearing 
the news of the re-examination. 
Why should we suffer just be-
cause a handful of students 
got the leaked paper before the 
examination?" 

Gandhi, taking to Twitter to 
attack the government, also used 
the hashtag BasEkAurSaal , a ref-
erence to the government being 
left with one year of its term.

Javadekar said that the CBSE 
will declare the date of re-exam-
ination probably on Monday or 
Tuesday.

"This (paper leak) has been 
a breach by the culprits and we 
will not let go any culprit scot-
free. The police is on the job 
and I am very sure, they will nab 
the culprit as they have done in 
case of the SSC exam leak case. 
We have also instituted internal 
inquiry, he told reporters here.
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Centre approves revision 
of dealer’s margin 

Zeliangrong Baudi objects to recognition of separate tribes 

Students pose for a photograph at the site of the Taj Mahal at Agra.

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 21.6 16.2 14 17 NIL

ZBT 18.6 11.4 17 96 NIL

MON 29 17 16.3 89 NIL

TUENSANG 18 10.2 6.7 64 NIL

MKG 24 11.1 4.3 31 NIL

PHEK - - - - -

KIPHIRE 27.2 8 14.4 78 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 26 16 13.2 48 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 24.6 16.2 14.9 80 NIL

JALUKIE 32 21 22.1 100 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 28.6 17.8 19.8 75 2.2

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Industrial entrepreneurs
The All Nagaland Industrial Entrepreneurs Federation will 
conduct a joint meeting with office bearers and action 
committee on April 3 at 9:00 am in the treasurer’s residence, 
at upper PWD in Kohima. Members are informed to attend 
the meeting.

Mao Hoho 
The Mao Hoho in Dimapur will conduct a general meeting 
on March 31 at Mao community hall in Kuda village at one in 
the afternoon.  A press release from the ‘hoho’ on Thursday  
informed its executive members to attend the meeting. The 
main agenda will be presentation of audit and secretary 
reports, it informed. 

Western Chakhesang Hoho
The Western Chakhesang Hoho will convene its 50th general 
session on April 7 in the community hall at Diezephe at 11:00 
am. A press note received from the ‘hoho’ informed on 
Thursday that its executives, Chakhesang apex bodies, public 
and church leaders, and well wishers residing in the area must 
attend the meeting. 

Nagaland youth congress 
 The NPYC has informed its executive members about a  
meeting to be conducted on April 9 at the NPYC’s office in 
Kohima. A press release on Thursday informed that Kirbe 
Dulom, secretary of the Indian Youth Congress (state in-
charge) will be attending the meeting. 

Home Affairs 
The Home Affairs on Thursday informed that technical 
departments’ meeting on ‘monsoon preparedness’ will 
be conducted on April 17 at 11:00 am in the chief minister 
secretariat office in Kohima. The meeting will review the status 
of public infrastructure and to assess public utilities such as 
bridges, culverts, and drainage before the onset of monsoon, 
a press release from the Home Affairs establishment informed 
on Thursday. Technical departments that maintain community 
assets are informed to bring their latest reports on public 
utilities and other necessary information. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, March 29 (EMN): The govern-
ment of India has approved the revision  
for dealer’s margin to INR 354 per metric 
tonne for all dealers and distributors for 
the sale. The information was  stated in a 
press release from the Press  Information 
Bureau on March 29.

According to the report, the revised 
rate will be made effective from April 1. 
The margin will be paid to dealers on 
the quantity sold through ‘point of sale’ 
devices only.

The press release stated that private 
and cooperative agencies are presently 
being paid INR 180 for every  metric 
tonne for sales through private trade and 

INR 200 for every metric tonne for sales 
through institutional agencies in accord-
ance with the notification dated June 18 
1999. The decision for implementation  
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) in the fer-
tilizer sectors were raised by dealers and 
fertilizer companies to ensure financial 
viability of dealers, it was informed.

Around 23,000 dealers and distribu-
tors across the country are likely to find 
benefit from the decision which would 
enhance their financial viability through 
DBT implementation. This step will en-
tail an additional subsidy burden of INR 
515.16 crore per annum on the Govern-
ment, the information added.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  2 9 
(EMN): The Zeliangrong 
Baudi (ZB) of Manipur on 
Thur. March 29 strongly   
objected to the “Tatar 
Hoho” of the NSCN (IM)  
deciding to give  recog-
nition to three separate 
Zeliang tribes. 

A press release issued 
by the ZB’s president 
Poupoklung Kamei on 
Thursday stated, “such 

an untimely and unwise 
decision taken by the 
NSCN (IM) with an aim to 
appease some individu-
als without consulting 
the Zeliangrong people 
nor consulted the lead-
ers who represents the 
Zeliangrong community. 
While the entire Naga 
people are waiting for the 
most anticipated political 
solution such divisive de-

cision is never expected 
from responsible Organi-
zation like NSCN (IM).”

The decis ion was 
aimed to reduce the 
community into ‘weak 
and minority groups,’ 
it stated.  It should be 
reviewed at the earliest 
in the interest of the Ze-
liangrong people and the 
Naga people, the press 
release stated.

“ The Zel iangrong 
people neither give ap-
proval nor authority at 
in any point of time to 
NSCN (IM) to decide 
the affairs of Zelian-
grong family. Therefore, 
the NSCN/GPRN being 
claimed as the people’s 
govt. should hear and 
respect the voice of the 
Zeliangrong people and 
not to succumb to the 

pressure mounted by few 
sectional groups which 
are devised by vested in-
terest individuals. In the 
event of any eventuality 
of negative consequences 
due to misunderstand-
ing created by the deci-
sion of the Tatar Hoho 
of NSCN/GPRN shall be 
the responsibility of the 
NSCN (IM),”  the state-
ment added.

Dimapur, March 29 (EMN): A 12-day 
national integration tour organised by 
three Naga Hills battalion of Assam Rifles 
culminated on March 15 at Chieswema. 

A press release from the Assam Rifles 
informed that the tour comprising of 20 
students and two teachers from various 
districts of Nagaland was flagged in by 
Sandeep S Sharda at Chieswema . The 
tour included visits to India gate, Chandni 
Chowk, Qutub Minar, Red Fort, Albert 

Hall, Nahargarh Fort, Nehru Bazaar, Hawa 
Mahal, Amber Fort, Jahangir Palace, Taj 
Mahal, Red Fort, and Sadar Bazar, it men-
tioned.

The students, according to the up-
dates, were enthralled by the vast ex-
posure during the visit. One student by 
name Vitsumong P Tikhir from Kiphire 
experienced his first train journey and 
said “This tour will always be the most 
beautiful chapter of my life,” it informed.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  2 9 
(EMN): A veterinary dis-
pensary at Saringyim un-
der Mokokchung district 
was formally inaugurated 
by Dr. IP Khala, director 
of animal husbandry and 
veterinary services, on 
March 24.

Speaking at the inau-
gural function, Dr. Khala 
thanked the Saringyim 
village council for alloca-
tion of land in setting up 
the veterinary dispen-
sary. Saringyim, being a 
border village, has stra-
tegic importance for the 
veterinary department 
in the control and sur-

veillance of trans-border 
diseases. Besides, the 
area has been blessed 
with abundant natural 
resources and favorable 
climatic conditions.

Dr. Khala has encour-
aged the people of the 
area to go for rearing of 
livestock and poultry on 
a large scale. 

The inaugural pro-
gramme was chaired by 
Dr. Salangtemjen, CVO 
Mokokchung, and short 
speech was delivered by 
the chairman of Tsur-
men village. The vote of 
thanks was delivered by 
A Konang, chairman of 

Saringyim village coun-
cil. 

The programme was 
attended by officers from 
the directorate led by Dr. 
L Temsu Jamir, joint di-
rector, and officers from 
Mokokchung district.

Earlier in the day, the 
director also launched 
the village piggery de-
velopment project under 
RKVY 2017-18 at Nokpu 
village where breeding 
boars, feeds and equip-
ments were distributed to 
the villagers.

This was stated in a 
press release issued by 
Dr. Aoyimsen Jamir, VAS.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  2 9 
(EMN):  A thanksgiving 
programme was con-
ducted in Aghunato on 
March 28  to celebrate 
the success of a legislator, 
Pukhayi  Sumi, during the 
recent legislative assem-
bly elections.

A press release on 
Thursday stated that dur-
ing the programme, the 
member of Legislative 
Assembly, Pukhayi  Sumi, 
thanked God for his vic-
tory in the elections. He 
thanked the people of 
Aghunato for lending him 
support and coopera-
tion and offering him the 
opportunity to serve the 
people.

 Sumi said that Aghu-
nato area is a compact 
area with clear geographi-

cal boundaries. He said 
that the geographical area 
of Aghunato possesses 
a significant history that 
can be developed to a 
great extent, updated the 
APRO.

“All the villages under 
Aghunato sub-division 
would be availed with 
government assistance, 
“  S umi was said to have 
stated.

The APRO reported 
that, the president of 
NDPP, Hoito Achumi 
thanked Pukhayi  for 
retrieving  the bank-
ing treasury to Aghu-
nato. Achumi requested 
Pukhayi  to pursue for 
early achievement  and 
requested the public to 
support him, the update 
added.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  2 9 
(EMN): A group of ex-
perts specialised in veg-
etable crop production  
conducted a training 
programme for farmers 
at Hekheshe village on 
March 27. 

The experts from All 
India Coordinated Re-
search Projects (AICRP) 
on vegetable crops Na-
galand centre, trained 
the farmers about value 
addition of horticultural 
crops at ‘adopted’ village 
Hekheshe. A press release 

informing about the train-
ing was received here on 
Thursday.

The press release stat-
ed that the objective of the 
training was to make the 
farmers aware about the 
importance and demand 
of value-added products 
of horticultural crops in 
the market. The training 
was imparted to teach 
the farmers about how 
to make profit out of the 
surplus of their harvest.  
Also it aimed at teaching 
them the importance of 

labelling and packaging of 
value added products that 
have become impera-
tive to catch the market 
and promote their own 
products, the release in-
formed.

The farmers expressed 
their gratitude to AICRP-
vegetable crops for the 
initiative taken by them 
and for imparting aware-
ness among the villagers. 

The updates stated  
that 71 farmers from Hek-
heshe village attended the 
event.

D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  2 9 
(EMN): The department 
of Sericulture of Kohima 
organised a “skill upgrada-
tion training programme” 
for farmers working in the 
sericulture sector, in Ko-
hima. The central topic 
was package of sericulture 
practices, stated to be a 
part of the ‘Integrated Eri 
Silk Development Project’ 
of North East Textile Pro-
motion Scheme.’

According to the press 
release by the department 
on Thursday, the pro-
gramme was conducted 
in collaboration with the 
Research Extension Cen-
tre, Central Silk Board of 
Dimapur with the purpose 
to empowering women 
and to create sustainable 
livelihood. About 500 farm-
ers from various blocks in 
Kohima district were said 
to have attended the event. 

The training was con-
ducted using slide show 
accompanied by ‘on-field 
demonstration’ where 
farmers got hand-on expe-
rience. Various topic were 
taught during the training 
by different resource per-
sons. Some of the topics 
that the resource persons 
talked about included the 
importance of silkworm-
rearing using latest tech-
nologies. Through tech-
nological inputs, another 
point of discussion stated, 
farmers can enhance the 
productivity of cocoons, 
the gathering was told. Fur-
ther, ‘various host plants 
of silkworm and their cul-
tivation scientifically’ was 
another topic.

Diseases and pests that 
affect silkworm and host 
plants and how to take 
preventive measures; the 
importance of conducting 
ideal rearing house for the 
silkworms; and the eco-
nomics of sericulture and 
how farmers can earn an 
additional income through 
sale of by-products, were 

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  2 9 
(EMN): The Evershine 
School’s annual sports 
meet at Riverbelt colony 
in Dimapur concluded 
on March 28. An update 
from the school’s office 
informed about the event 
on March 28.

The annual sports 
meet was held for three 
consecutive days and con-
cluded in a befitting way in 
the midst of fun, mirth and 
merriments. 

I n  t h e  i n a u g u r a l 
speech, administrator of 
the school, Suresh Me-
non expressed his felicita-
tions. He said games and 
sports is an integral part of 
education and also being 
recognized increasingly 

day by day from both edu-
cational and social points 
of view. 

“Games and sports 
help in building of a 
harmonious all round 
personality -cultivates 
confidence, endurance, 
cooperation and enables 
us to break the dullness, 
monotony and tensions 
of day to day life by giving 
new vigour and refresh-
ment,” he said.

Some of the highlights 
of the events were running 
race, three-legged race, 
sack rice, high-jump, long 
jump, balloon-fight, mu-
sical chair etc. The sports 
concluded with prize-dis-
tribution in the midst of 
loud cheers. 

Dimapur, March 29 (EMN): A health soci-
ety in Mokokchung conducted a meeting 
on March 29 at the integrated disease sur-
veillance programme hall in Mokokchung. 
A press release from the District  Health 
Society of Mokokchung mentioned that 
it was their fourth review.   The points that 
were discussed: curbing   ‘proxy workers’ in 
the area and to report them accordingly for 
necessary action; to observe swachata se 

siddhi campaign (Swachh Bharat) with ef-
fect from April 1 to 15 and to take pledge in 
accordance with the central government’s 
directive. It directed accredited social 
health activist coordinators to inform their 
subordinates’ districts to improve ‘abso-
lute neutrophil count’ registration in the 
first trimester. Urban health centres   also  
presented their quarterly reports during 
the meeting, it was informed.

Dimapur, March 29 (EMN):The village councils of Moya, Kiuro, and Amikioro village 
have informed that heavy vehicles would be restricted within their jurisdiction from 
June 1 due to maintenance works on a road. The village councils stated in a press re-
lease: ‘Due to deplorable road condition,  the government officials  could not visit the 
village  for developmental activities  which resulted  a  great  loss  for the rural  people.’ 
Heavy fine shall be imposed and vehicle will be seized by the councils against the 
defaulters,’ the update  added.

Dimapur, March 29 (EMN): 
The Anti Extortion Team 
(AET ) of Dimapur police 
has arrested a person identi-
fied as a Pukhato Kiba alias 
Nikato Kiba for ‘demanding 
money,’ at the Dhobinalla in 
Dimapur on March 26. 

According to a police PRO 
report, the person was caught 
when the Dimapur police 
and AET were on ‘surveil-
lance duty’ in and around 
Dhobinalla. 

The accused, as stated by 
the PRO, has been demand-
ing money from the business 
establishment near the traffic 
point area.  

“During the arrest the ac-
cused tried to flee whereby 
took out a pistol and tried to 
fire upon the officer on duty,” 
it added.

One .22 calibre pistol with 
a magazine, a .22 calibre live 
round, and INR 3915 were 
said to have been found from 
his possession. A complaint   
has been registered with the 
West Dimapur Police Station 
for further investigation, it 
was informed.

Mon DAPCC reviews work 
One arrested for extortion

Nagaland students visit national monuments

Vety. department inaugurates 
dispensary at Saringyim 

Legislator credits God 
and electors for victory

Specialists educate farmers about value-addition

Health society reviews IDSP work 

Village councils inform about road closure

New inputs wiggle 
their way into 
farmers’ skill pot

Evershine School’s annual 
athletics conclude

Dimapur, March 29 (EMN): With 
the objective to effectively imple-
ment the HIV prevention and con-
trol programme in the district, the 
Mon District AIDS Prevention and 
Control Committee (DAPCC) held 
a meeting on March 28. The meet-
ing was presided over by Deputy  
Commissioner Thavaseelan K, in his 
office chamber. 

Exhorting the members, the 
deputy commissioner acknowl-
edged the participation of govern-
ment departments, civil societies, 
churches, students, NGOs, medical 
and para medics in the commit-
tee. He called upon the members 
to share their activities and views 
to effectively implement the HIV 
prevention and control programme 
in the district.  

Longyim Tzudir, district pro-
gramme officer, DAPCU Mon, 
has highlighted on the overall ac-
tivities carried out by DAPCU and 
partners towards HIV and AIDS 
prevention and control in the dis-
trict during the year 2017-18 and 
shared some key agenda for future 
actions. 

Topic on the need of leadership 
training for block/ village level on 
HIV and AIDS was discussed where 
support from key sectors such as 
DRDA, social welfare department, 

education department, district 
public relation officer, church as-
sociations, and district legal services 
authority were asked to collaborate 
for carrying out the proposed activi-
ties successfully. 

In regard to voluntary blood do-
nation, the members acknowledged 
the Mon District Voluntary Blood 
Donors’ Association and Red Rib-
bon Club for their selfless contribu-
tion and encouraged them to carry 
out more sensitisation programme 
among the targeted group. The 
members from Outreach Gospel 
Ministry have also shared some 
of the voluntary services rendered 
for drug addicts including opium 
through organising free detox camp, 
They have announced to organise 
another free detox camp in May 
2018 in Mon and requested the 
district administration to extend 
support to make the programme a 
success.

Also, Dr. Yingnei K talked about  
treatment services for PLHIV. The 
official mentioned that due to poor 
financial condition, many PLHIV  
cannot avail facilities. Dr. Tiasunep, 
DTO, briefly spoke about the HIV-
TB collaboration, while Ingaupeule, 
OST counsellor, spoke about OST 
services and the need for more OST 
centres in Mon district.

Departing students of JN Aier College pose for a group photograph during their “parting social” that was  held in the college’s campus on March 29. 

Accused Pukhato Kiba in police 
custody. 

JN Aier College sees off students
Dimapur, March 29 
(EMN): JN Aier College 
at Diphupar organised 
its 5th “parting social” 
on March 29. 

Professor at Chu-
mukedima NIT, Dr. 
Rosaline, encouraged 
the departing stu-
dents to have faith in 
God and have  a close 
relationship  with God 
in order to achieve 
success in life. The 
college’s vice princi-
pal, Kheka Lima, also 
spoke during the oc-
casion, updates in-
formed. 

CRIME BEAT
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Four suspected NSCN (K) and NSCN (KN) cadres under Assam Rifles custody.

Resource person along with other officials and participants during training cum awareness and sensitisation programme in Chungtia village.

CNTC welcomes home SC Jamir

Chungtia farmers sensitised on their rights

Assam Rifles nab suspected NSCN cadres NNPGs working 
committee 
warns defectors

STATE

A Assam Rifles press 
release stated that the 
arrested persons along 
with the recovered items 
were handed over to Aboi 
police station for further 
investigation.

In a related incident, 
the Jalukie battalion of 
the Assam Rifles has ar-
rested one person sus-
pected to a member of 
NSCN (KN) in Athibung 
on March 29.

The accused has been 
identified as ‘SS’ Pvt Mo-
sia, son of Tabui and resi-
dent of Tening village in 

Peren district.
The troops recovered 

cash amounting INR 
2000 from his possession. 
It stated that the accused 
along with the recovered 
items were handed over 
to Athibung police sta-
tion for further investiga-
tion.                                      

 Meanwhile, the Jalukie 
battalion of Assam Rifles 
conducted an operation 
in general area of Itangki  
in Athibung  on March 26.

A press release from 
the Assam Rifles establish-
ment in Jalukie stated that 

during the operation, the 
Assam Rifles personnel ap-
prehended five suspected 
armed NSCN (IM) cad-
res with illegal possession 
of weapons. The appre-
hended individuals were 
identified as Maj Hanger 
Walling, Nito Chishi, Isak 
Sumi, Wishing Awoishinh, 
and Kheka Sumi.

The recoveries includ-
ed  two  12 Bore Rifles,  1.22 
mm Rifle, 16 live rounds 
of 12 Bore Rifle, 37 live 
rounds of .22 mm Rifle and 
six detonators.

The apprehended in-

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  2 9 
(EMN): The Central Na-
galand Tribes Council 
(CNTC) welcomes Dr. SC 
Jamir, who has returned 
home after completing 
his assignment as gov-
ernor of various state in 
India. 

The CNTC’s media 
cell termed Dr. SC Jamir 
‘one of the greatest living 
statesmen and a stalwart 
of politics amongst the 
Nagas, whose immense 
contribution’ in the state 
and national politics is 
truly worthy of praise.

A note from the coun-
cil stated that Dr. SC Jamir 
was the only surviving 
member of the signatories 
of the 16-Point Agree-
ment and a ‘living legend 
of Naga politics, whose 
extraordinary calibre and 
excellent statesmanship 
had made a mark in every 
field of political territory 
he charted through.’

Stating that his return 
was a moment to be cher-
ished, the organisation 
has urged Jamir to ‘use his 
wisdom and vast experi-
ence in bringing about 

peace acceptable to all 
sections of Naga people.’ 
The CNTC also wished 
him good health and long 
life.

A l s o ,  t h e  C N T C 
mourned the demise of 
Sakulemba, one of the 
‘earliest pioneers’ of Di-
mapur town. His serv-
ice to the citizens was 
noteworthy and would be 
remembered always, the 
council stated. The group 
has conveyed condolenc-
es to the bereaved family 
members and peace for 
the departed soul.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  2 9 
(EMN): The working 
committee of six Naga 
National Political Groups 
(NNPGs) has empow-
ered the civil and mili-
tary authorities of the 
r e s p e c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l 
groups to take severe 
action against defec-
tors before they disturb, 
destabilise and destroy 
the unity and integrity 
of the NNPGs and derail 
the ongoing political dia-
logue with Government 
of India (GoI).

The working commit-
tee of six NNPGs, pres-
ently negotiating with 
the GoI, has issued this 
declaration in an emer-
gency meeting held in 
New Delhi on the issue 
of rampant defection of 
national workers among 
the NNPGs. 

“These are historic 
days for the Naga peo-
p l e.  No t h i n g  c a n  b e 
more dangerous than 
elements with ulterior 
motives who do not un-
derstand the meaning 
of Indo-Naga political 
solution,” a joint press 
release issued by the 
working committee con-

venor N Kitovi Zhimomi, 
co-convenors Wangtin 
Naga, Zhopra Vero, Kiu-
mukam and Z Hozheto 
Chophy stated.

Knowing fully well 
that there would be rest-
less, selfish and imma-
ture individuals within 
the NNPGs, who would 
seek higher ranks and 
p l u m p  a s s i g n m e n t s 
through defection with 
l e a s t  re g a rd  f o r  t h e 
progress and status of 
the Indo-Naga political 
dialogue, it stated that 
the working committee 
had signed a joint decla-
ration/commitment on 
May 13, 2017, September 
19, 2017, October 6, 2017, 
and reaffirmed the same 
in January 2018. The dec-
laration to this effect was 
made in upholding the 
principle of reconcilia-
tion and unity in letter 
and spirit so as not to 
entertain any defection 
among the NNPGs and 
also cautioning those 
defectors within the six 
NNPGs to rejoin the par-
ent institutions at the 
earliest. 

While stating that 
much reasoning and pa-

tience have been shown 
to these elements, the 
working committee said 
it had noted the disturb-
ing character and activi-
ties of few national work-
ers among the NNPGs. 
As those elements ap-
peared to be deaf and 
blind to the situational 
reality in pursuit of indi-
vidual benefits, the con-
vener and co-conveners 
of the NNPGs working 
committee has made 
the final appeal to these 
restless and unsettled 
national workers to re-
commit and rededicate 
themselves to whichever 
national political group 
they first affiliated and 
owe allegiance to. 

In the light of the 
above state circumstanc-
es, the working commit-
tee has empowered the 
civil and military au-
thorities of respective 
political groups to iden-
tify and deal with those 
unprincipled members 
b e f o re  t h e y  d i s t u r b, 
destabilise and destroy 
the unity and integrity 
of the NNPGs and derail 
the ongoing political dia-
logue with GoI.

tage of the training pro-
gramme.

In the technical ses-
sion, Dr. Toshimenla (ge-
netics and plant breed-
ing), disseminated the 

aims, objectives and 
characteristics of the act 
along with the procedure 
for registration of crop 
variety under PPV and 
FRA. 

Altogether 112 par-
ticipants attended the 
programme.

The programme was 
chaired by Moainla Long-
kumer, TO (KVK), while 

invocation was deliv-
ered by Rev. Laka, pastor 
of CBC and the vote of 
thanks was pronounced 
by Ruyosu Nakro, ACTO 
(EXT).

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  2 9 
(EMN): Krishi Vigyan 
Kendra (KVK), Mokok-
chung, has conducted 
a training cum aware-
ness and sensitisation 
programme on “Protec-
tion of plant varieties 
and farmers rights” at 
Chungtia village com-
munity hall on March 
28. The programme was 
sponsored by Protection 
of Plant Varieties and 
Farmers Right Authority, 
New Delhi.

Delivering a keynote 
address, Bendangjungla, 
ACTO (genetics and plant 
breeding), emphasised 
on the need for conserva-
tion of traditional seeds 
crops and to take advan-

dividuals along with the 
recovered items were 
handed over to Athibung 
police station for further 
investigation. 

In yet another incident, 
the Tuensang battalion of 
Assam Rifles apprehended 
one NSCN (K) cadre in Tu-
ensang on March 26.

A press release from 
the Assam Rifles media 
cell stated that the bat-
talion carried out a mobile 
vehicle check post based 
on specific inputs about 
the movement of NSCN 
(K) cadre on March 26 in 
Tuensang- Kuthur road.

The Assam Rifles state-
ment reported that dur-
ing one vehicle check, an 
individual identified as 
Kiu Khum (30) was ap-
prehended. Khum was 
reported to have been a 
resident of Tuensang Sadar 
in Tuensang.  

The apprehended cad-
re was in possession of 
1.22 pistol with magazine, 
14 live rounds, and 31 SP 
capsules, the statement 
reported. The apprehend-
ed individual along with 
the recovered items was 
handed over to Police Sta-
tion, Tuensang for further 
investigation, it added.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  2 9 
(EMN): Basing on specific 
intelligent inputs, Tizit 
battalion of the Assam 
Rifles has arrested four 
suspected NSCN (K) cad-
res in Aboi on March 28.

The four  accused 
were arrested during a 
mobile check at road 
Aboi-Chenmoho junc-
tion while travelling in a 
Maruti Omni van bearing 
registered No AS-223847.

They were identified 
as ‘SS’ Sgt Wangnao Ta-
khe @ Wangyah (37) and 
resident of Chenwent-
nyu in Mon district, ‘SS’ 
Corporal Khaopa Kon-
yak (30) and resident of 
Longching in Mon dis-
trict, Hongshai Konyak 
(43) and resident of  Chin-
glong in Mon district, and 
Achae Konyak (30) and 
resident of Chinglong in 
Mon district.  

The troops recov-
ered one 7.65 mm pis-
tol (made in Italy), one 
.22 pistol,  seven live 
rounds of 7.65mm, five 
live rounds of .22, cash 
amounting INR 4,52,940, 
mobile  phones,  four 
bottles MC Dowell rum, 
three kani strips (opium), 
from their possession.   
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Guwahati, March 29 (PTI): The 
Assam government today an-
nounced to bring in a rectify-
ing Bill to solve the impasse in 
the Assam Women’s University 
where students are agitating over 
the demand for a permanent 
vice-chancellor since March 5.

“We are in the process to 
rectify this issue. We have to 
repeal the current Act and bring 
in a fresh Act. We are bringing 
in a rectifying Bill,” Education 
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma 
said in the Assembly.

Sarma urged Speaker Hit-
endra Nath Goswami to take 
initiative to talk to the agitating 
students to end their indefinite 
strike at the varsity.

The university is situated 
in Goswami’s constituency of 
Jorhat.

Goswami assured the House 
that the Assam Women’s Uni-
versity (AWU) will be protected. 
“Here, only women will win. No 
BJP, no Congress will win,” Gos-
wami said after a stormy debate 
over the alleged irregularities in 
the AWU.

Earlier, Sarma and former 
chief minister Tarun Gogoi 
traded charges over various is-
sues related to the AWU, mainly 
regarding appointment of the 
mentor.

Sarma said the mentor’s post 
was not a part of the Act, which 
was passed in the House in 2013 

during his stint as Education 
Minister in Gogoi’s Cabinet.

Gogoi said the mentor was 
appointed till a permanent VC 
is engaged, but even incum-
bent Chief Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal held meetings with the 
mentor and did not appoint a 
permanent VC for the AWU.

Sarma said the government 
is working on to resolve the issue 
by taking measures such as turn-
ing the AWU into a full-fledged 
university by appointing a per-
manent VC.

The AWU has been function-
ing without a VC and any perma-
nent teaching staff since classes 
began there in 2014.

Assam Agricultural Univer-

sity’s VC K M Bujarbaruah is func-
tioning as the Mentor and all the 
teachers have been appointed on 
contract and ad-hoc basis.

Earlier, the Assembly was 
adjourned for 15 minutes amid 
the opposition Congress storm-
ing the Well of the House repeat-
edly and forcing the Speaker to 
reverse his ruling of disallowing 
Gogoi to speak on the AWU.

Gogoi wanted to clarify his 
stand after the Question Hour 
as Point of Order over Sarma’s 
allegations two days ago that the 
former CM had violated norms 
regarding appointment of the 
mentor of the AWU.

Goswami asked him to raise 
the issue on April 5 or 6, when a 

general discussion on education 
will be held.

The Congress members then 
rushed into the Well shouting 
slogans.

Sarma arrived at the House at 
that time and urged the Speaker 
to allow Gogoi to speak but his 
plea was turned down.

Amid the din, Goswami ad-
journed the House for 15 min-
utes. 

When the House reassem-
bled, similar scene was enacted 
and following repeated request 
by Sarma and Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Chandra Mohan 
Patowary, the Speaker granted 
Gogoi permission to speak on 
the issue.

Guwahati, March 29 (IANS): 
The Gauhati High Court on 
Thursday resolved to approve 
setting up exclusive fast-track 
courts in Assam for day-to-day 
trial of cases relating to rape and 
murder of women and children.

The court order came fol-
lowing a letter from Assam 
Chief Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal to the Chief Justice of 
Gauhati High Court on March 
26.

“An administrative Com-
mittee consisting of the Chief 

Justice and several senior judges 
has resolved to approve the 
matter in a meeting held at the 
office of the Chief Justice,” said 
a statement issued by the court.

The court added that the 
committee had also resolved 
to work out the modalities and 
submit a report within three 
days.

Sonowal has expressed deep 
concern over the ghastly rape 
and murder of a minor girl at 
Nagaon district and other cases 
of similar nature.

Sonowal also expressed re-
gret that the society had to face 
such grisly crimes even though 
women have traditionally en-
joyed high respect in the Assa-
mese society. 

Sonowal in his letter also 
lauded the efforts of the Gauhati 
High Court for setting up fast 
track courts to try cases under 
the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 
1971 which has led to speedy 
conviction of culprits and re-
ducing incidents of poaching 
in Assam.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, March 29 (EMN): A three 
day national seminar on “The In-
tegral Humanism of Pandit Deen 
Dayal Upadhyaya towards the 
praxis of vision of New India” was 
inaugurated at Manipur Institute 
of Management Studies (MIMS) 
in Manipur University on March 
28 Wednesday.

Deputy Chief Minister Yum-
nam Joykumar Singh, Professor 
(Retd) Rajvir Sharma of Delhi Uni-
versity, Dean, School of Humani-
ties, Manipur University, Pro-
fessor Ch. Yasobanta, Research 
Scholars, students and delegates 
from different universities and 
institutions from across the coun-
try attended the inaugural func-

tion which was organised by the 
department of Philosophy under 
the sponsorship of Indian Council 
of Philosophical Research, New 
Delhi.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Joykumar said that all good values 
of religions and cultures should be 
imbibed to sustain our aged old 
civilisation. He said, ‘our culture 
is a multi-faceted one based on 
unity in diversity. It is the reason 
that the aged old Indian civilisa-
tion has been longing last.’

The deputy CM further said 
that Pandit Deen Dayal’s concept 
of integral humanism clearly 
reflects the idea of peaceful co-
existence encompassing all walks 
of life. 

Imphal, March 29 (IANS): A 
48-hour general strike called 
by a tribal students organisa-
tion in Manipur’s Tengnoupal 
district crippled normal life 
on Thursday in the border 
areas and hit NH-2, the state’s 
lifeline.

Hundreds of vehicles were 
parked in Moreh and along 
National Highway-2 with the 
stranded tourists and traders 
finding it difficult to even get 
water and food.

The Kuki Students’ Or-
ganisation (KSO) called the 
shutdown from Wednesday 
midnight which also affected 
the legal border trade at Moreh 
and Myanmar’s Namphalong.

KSO activists told IANS 
on Thursday that it called the 
strike as the government has 
not been releasing subsidised 
rice for the people of the dis-
trict for the last three months.

A short meeting with the 
district administration was 
held on Thursday with sources 
saying the talks were not fruit-
ful.

The district police are pa-
trolling all-trouble prone areas 
to maintain law and order.

The distribution of rice 
during Congress rule was er-
ratic and unreliable, said sev-
eral women activists.

Activist Purnishashi Yeng-
khom said the people thought 
things will improve under the 

Bharatiya Janata Party’s rule.
“However people are get-

ting just three kg of rice in a 
month at the rate of Rs 3 per 
kg,” she added.

There are similar com-
plaints from below poverty 
line villagers in some other 
areas.

KSO activists threatened 
other forms of agitation if not 
given their due share.

Consumer Affairs, Food 
and Public Distribution Min-
ister Karam Shyam has called 
for a report since the rice stock 
for the district is said to have 
been lifted on time.

Meanwhile, highly placed 
sources said on Thursday that 
Chief Minister N. Biren Singh’s 
appeal to armed militant out-
fits for holding negotiations 
for durable peace have got no 
response.

Biren Singh, however, said 
that over 70 militants had 
come overground to join the 
national mainstream after 
the formation of the BJP-led 
government in 2017.

Police sources said coun-
ter-insurgency operations 
have been intensified in the 
vulnerable areas. 

A police spokesman said 
a Lance Corporal of the Ma-
nipur Naga People’s Front was 
arrested on Monday near Im-
phal while a woman insurgent 
was held on Tuesday.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, March 29 (EMN): For 
immediate creation of au-
tonomous state for the two 
hills district of Assam a sit-in-
demonstration was organised 
at Ram Lila Maiden in New 
Delhi on March 29 Thursday.

The demonstration was 
held under the banner of Karbi 
Anglong and N.C Hills Autono-
mous State Demand Commit-
tee (KANCHASDCOM) sup-
ported by the various social, 
students and political organi-

sations of both the two hills 
district of Karbi Anglong and 
Dima Hasao.

Speaking to one of the or-
ganisers over the telephone, 
Khorsing Terang (Special in-
vitee KANCHASDCOM) in-
formed that the demonstration 
was from 9 am till 3 pm. 

The organisers are also said 
to have jointly submitted a 
memorandum to the Union 
Home minister, Ministry of 
Home affairs, Rajnath Singh in 
the office of the Prime Minister 

for immediate creation of an 
‘Autonomous State’ within the 
state of Assam as provided un-
der Article 244(A) of the Indian 
Constitution. 

Also, Khorsing Terang in-
formed that altogether 2070 
delegations from the two hills 
took part in the demonstra-
tion. The demonstration ended 
peacefully with no untoward 
accident. Member of Parlia-
ment Birensing Engti and oth-
ers leaders attended the pro-
gram, added Terang.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, March 29 (EMN): Heavy 
storm accompanied by hail and 
rain has caused extensive damages 
to crops of many villages in Sena-
pati district of Manipur. However 
there is no report of any human 
casualty.

According to a delayed report, 
the hailstorm lashed many villages 
under Paomata Sub-division of 
the district bordering Phek district 
of Nagaland on March 27, where 
huge hail stones rained on Liyai 
Chilao and the other adjoining vil-
lages destroying crops and vegeta-
tions. Liyai Chilao is located about 
100 km north of Imphal under 
Paomata area.

The hailstorm had devastated 
cabbage sapling, potatoes, maize 
and squash of the villages in the 
said areas, according to Bunii Si-
mon of Liyai village.

The average income of a house-
hold in these villages from these 
agricultural products is around 
INR 40,000 in a season except 
cabbage which has two harvest 
seasons.

Besides Liyai Chilao, the veg-
etable farms of the Liyai Khunou 
another village in the area also 
badly affected.

Other surrounding villages of 

the area which received similar 
magnitude of heavy storm accom-
panied by hail and rain included 
Laii Chingmai, Liyai Khullen, Laii 
Khunou, Chingmai Khullen, Kata-
somai, New Laii and Laii Shirafii. 

Joseph of Laii village who 
shared the information expressed 
that March 27 Tuesday’s heavy 
hailstorm in their village is one of 
the most powerful rain accompa-
nied by hail in the last five years.

Senapati district in Manipur 
witnessed the deadliest flood 
in 2017. The total rainfall rate 
recorded in the hill district in 
August last year reached 205 
mm out of state’s rainfall rate 
of 1668.5mm(February-August) 
which is comparatively higher 
than the average annual rainfall 
rate(1500mm)of the state.

Though there is no report of 
any estimate amount of crops 
damaged by the torrential hail-
storm this time, many standing 
crops particularly the saplings of 
cabbage were destroyed in these 
villages.

The cabbage, potato and 
squash from the villages of Sena-
pati district have been dominating 
the local markets considering the 
food value and market demands 
in their respective seasons.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, March 29 (EMN): Under the 
Rashtriya Krishi Vikash Yojana (RKVY) 
scheme for the year 2017-2018, a total 
of 32 power tillers were distributed to 
the beneficiaries including NGOs and 
women  self help groups. 

The distribution programs was 
held at Executive Engineer, Agricul-
ture, mechanical division office com-
plex in Diphu on March 28 Wednes-
day.

Karbi Anglong Autonomous Coun-
cil (KAAC), Chief Executive Member 
(CEM) Tuliram Ronghang who attend-
ed the program as chief guest said that 
KAAC is striving relentlessly to make 
Karbi Anglong a land of horticulture 
and a land of organic district soon. 

Ronghang stated that the main 
aim of RKVY scheme is to make 
farming as a remunerate economic 
activity by increasing the income 
of the farmers as well as increase 
productivity while promoting agri-
entrepreneurship.

As per the information of Agricul-
tural officials, in the first phase a total 
of 32 power tillers were distributed 
while another 40 power tillers will be 
distributed in the second phase. 

The price of the power tiller which 
is INR 1,95,000 is offering  at 40% 
subsidy to the beneficiaries by the 
government. 

The meeting was chaired by Am-
arsing Tisso, Executive Member KAAC 
in charge Agriculture department. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, March 29 (EMN): 
The 6th edition of OUGRI 
– 2018, an annual multi-
faceted talent hunt extrava-
ganza of National Institute of 
Technology (NIT) Manipur 
was inaugurated at its Lan-
gol Campus near Imphal on 
March 29 Thursday.

Manipur Deputy Chief 
Minister Yumnam Joykumar 
Singh, NIT Manipur Director 
Dr S Birendra Singh, officials 
of the institute and students 
leaders attended the day’s 

formal inaugural function of 
the four day eventful festival 
of the institute.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Joykumar said that a lot of re-
search works should be done 
to prosper technical educa-
tion in the country.

Stating that technologies 
have been developed after un-
dergoing research in diverse 
fields, he opined that research 
work is lagging behind as the 
concentration is more on ap-
plication of science. So, spe-
cial attention should be given 

to study pure sciences and 
technology research so that 
more and more innovations 
can be developed to foster a 
better living in different as-
pects of life, he observed.

Lauding the efforts made 
by the organisers to expose 
talents of the students during 
the event, he said, it will give 
a chance to the students to 
express their skills in various 
extra-curricular activities.

In his speech, NIT Director 
Dr Birendra said, NIT Ma-
nipur although established in 

2010, it can occupy a higher 
place in Technology Institu-
tions and NIT Ranking Frame-
work. More facilities and infra-
structures will be developed 
in the coming years. To ca-
ter a rounded personality, to 
nurture cultural skills and to 
entertain students, OUGRI – 
2018 will be an appropriate 
platform, he opined. In the 
next three days of the insti-
tute’s mega event, a number 
of competitions and musical 
shows will be organised at the 
NIT campus.

Aizawl, March 29 (PTI): 
The Mizoram Assembly 
today passed the state 
annual budget for 2018-
2019 fiscal amounting to 
Rs 9,492.38 crore.

The state  annual 
budget was presented in 
the state legislature on 
March 15 by state finance 
minister Lalsawta.

The budget laid spe-
cial emphasis on the New 
Economic Development 
Policy (NEDP) and the 
New Land Use Policy 
(NLUP), the flagship pro-
grammes of the present 
Congress government 
led by chief minister Lal 
Thanhawla.

Break-up of the pro-
posed expenditure in the 
budget was 34.59 per cent 
for salaries and wages 
of the government em-
ployees, 9.30 per cent for 
pension, 1.07 per cent for 
medical treatment and 
1.38 per cent for estab-
lishment cost.

Proposed expenditure 
on major works was 20.13 
per cent and 2.12 per cent 
under minor works.

The budget session, 
commencing from March 
13 and earlier scheduled 
to be concluded today, 
was extended by a day 
and would be adjourned 
sine die on Monday.

Assam government to bring in Bill 
to solve women’s varsity impasse

Assam to get fast-track courts for rape, murder

National seminar on praxis 
vision of new India underway 

Strike cripples normal 
life in Manipur

Two hill districts of Assam organise 
sit-in demonstration in Delhi 

Heavy storm damages 
crops in Manipur 

NGOs, women SHGs 
receive subsidised 
power tillers 

6th annual extravaganza of Manipur NIT underway 

Mizoram assembly 
passes 2019-19 budget

News IN BrIef
Youth held for Facebook com-
ments on Tripura CM
Agartala, March 29 (IANS): A youth has been ar-
rested for “misusing” a picture of Chief Minister 
Biplab Kumar Deb in his Facebook profile and post-
ing offensive comments, Tripura Police said here 
on Thursday. “We have arrested Hossain Kamal on 
Wednesday,” a police officer said. He said the youth 
had been posting political comments for the past 
few days to tarnish the image of the Chief Minister. 
Tripura Police has recently strengthened its cyber 
crime wing and appointed trained officials.

RGU signs pact with NIRDPR 
to promote education, research 
activities
Itanagar, March 29 (PTI): The Rajiv Gandhi Univer-
sity (RGU) and the National Institute of Rural De-
velopment & Panchayati Raj (NIRDPR) have inked a 
pact to promote mutual cooperation in educational 
and research activities, a press release said today. 
The memorandum would also look at establishing 
a framework for programmes of exchange and col-
laboration in areas of rural development, tourism 
and other areas of common interests, it said. The 
pact was signed yesterday at the conclusion of the 
two-day national seminar on Role of CBOs and 
NGOs in emerging rural transformation scenario . 
RGU Registrar Prof Tomo Riba signed the MoU on 
behalf of the central varsity while NIRDPR director 
Prof R M Pant was the signatory for the institute.

Body of infant child found in 
Pachin river
Itanagar, March 29 (PTI): A body of an infant girl 
child was found floating in Pachin river at Borpani 
in Naharlagun, police said. Naharlagun Police sta-
tion Investigation Officer Sushant Jha said that as 
per information from locals, the body was spotted at 
around 2.30 PM yesterday. The body was fished out 
and it was found to be 4-5 days old, he said. Jha said 
that investigation revealed that there was no such 
institutional delivery in the Naharlagun township 
and if the parents hailed from the town, it was pos-
sible that the delivery might have been done at home 
as the umbilical cord was found hanging from the 
body. The body has been kept at R K Mission Hos-
pital morgue for the next 72 hours for identification 
after which post mortem would be done. The DNA 
would be preserved, Jha added.

Six-year old girl allegedly raped 
in Assam
Morigaon (Assam), March 29 (PTI): A six-year-old 
girl was allegedly raped yesterday evening in Kam-
rup (Metro) district when she was alone at home, 
police said today. The incident came days after the 
Batadrava gangrape and murder case of a minor girl 
in Nagaon district. The girl was alone at home as her 
parents went to a nearby hospital for treatment. The 
girl narrated the incident to her mother today and an 
FIR was lodged with Khetri Polce station, police said. 
After a vigorous search operation, a man, suspected 
to have committed the crime and was absconding, 
was arrested from a nearby village this afternoon, 
police said. On March 23, a class 5 girl was gangraped 
and burnt to death at Dhaniabheti Lalung Gaon in 
Nagaon district when she was alone at home.

Banks to remain open in Assam 
today
Guwahati, March 29 (PTI): All banks will remain 
open tomorrow (March 30) in Assam in view of clear-
ance of large number of pending bills and cheques 
in all the Treasuries of the state, a government noti-
fication today said. “The Assam government vide a 
notification under the Negotiable Instruments (NI) 
Act, 1881 issued today has declared that all banks will 
remain open on March 30,” a government release 
said. The order has been issued in cancellation of 
the holiday on account of Good Friday tomorrow, 
the release said.



GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/90/2018-I              Dated Kohima, the 19th Jan, 2018OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Kumari. BENNI KATH D/O LT. PEKHALO KATH, Pensioner 
resident of Sishunu Village, Tseminyu has applied for issue of 
Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X 
to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late father- Pension P.O. 
No.111404765 of Treasury, Kohima (North). Bank A/C No.11826856643 
SBI Tseminyu Branch. Who expired on 18-08-2017.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2424

D-5192

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR
 DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 26th March’2018. 

NOTICE
NO.REV-43/2016-D/14908-09 /  Notice is hereby given that 
Shri. Sashimongba S/o Imnachuchang resident of Kuda Village, Moa Colony, 
Dimapur has reported that he has lost his Final Mutation issued vide case 
No.-M-533/03/9713-16, dtd.-28/11/2003 in respect of Patta/Jamabandi 
bearing Patta No.342 under Dag No.473 measuring an Area of 00B-01K-
13Ls. at Nagarjan and change of name in the said plot of land as SHRI. 
SASHIMONGBA S/o IMNACHUCHANG in place of SHRI. SANSHIMONGLA 
S/o IMNUCHUNG respectively. 

Seen FIR lodge vide GDE No.-06/2018, dtd.-3/1/18 in the East P.S, 
Dimapur on the said plot of land and Affidavit declaration before the 
Notary Public vide Regd. No.-116/18, dtd-30/01/2018. 

The undersigned hereby invites claims/objections concerning to the said 
land and if any should be submitted to this Court in written within 1(one) days 
from the date of issue of this notice. 

Sd/- SUSHIL PATEL KUMAR, IAS 
Deputy Commissioner 
Dimapur: Nagaland. 

Doctor of Ministry (DMin.) In Leadership Development
A JOINT PROGRAM OF

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF THEOLGY, DIMAPUR & EAST ASIA 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, KOREA

Accredited to Asia Theological Association (ATA-Pacific)

1. DOCTOR OF MINISTRY (DMin.) two years non-residential 
program in Leadership Development. This course is 
designed for those who are already in the ministry. 
However, students are required four weeks each residential 
module classes in Korea and Dimapur in an academic year. 

2. Master of Theology (Th.M.) two Years residential 
programs in Christian Apologetics/Theology, Pastoral 
Theology and Christian Counseling. 

Contact for details
H/No.5-(2) B Darogapathar, Dimapur

Email: pthiumai@yahoo.co.in
Phone No. +917005544575

Website: baptistgstm.org  D-5189

A-TO-Z COMPUTER CENTRE
BASIC, DIPLOMA, DTP,C, C++. JAVA ETC

Special Offer Examination Appeared Students 
Well equipped Lab* Wi-Fi facilities* Experienced Faculties

Uninterrupted Power Backup, Crash Courses are also available

Offering

Above Vijaya Bank 
(Near Holy Cross School Main Gate)

Dimapur.8413818198

Dhobinala Police Point 
Dimapur* Nagaland 

Ph: 9612167501

D
P-

35
8

COMPUTER  ACADEMY
(Near SBI Bazar Branch) Dhobinala, Dimapur

Ph: 03862-235365, 8787456867

Weekly 5 days class, Experienced Faculties* Well equipped Lab
*Authorised Training Centre *Power Back Up

Special offer for HSLC, HSSLC & Degree appeared students

BASIC  ,   DCA  ,   DTP  ,    C  ,   C++  ,   JAVA  ,   PGDCA

D
P-

35
9

D-5191

Asia Antioch Seminary
(Accredited by Asia Theological Association)

An Inter-Denominational Seminary

Preparing for a Lifetime of Ministry
Course Offered:
 Bachelor of Theology – 10+2  -- 3 Years
 Master of Divinity   -- B.Th./Any Secular Graduate – 2-3 Years
 M.Div. Extension Studies -- 3-4 Years (Class April 31-May 5, 2018) 
 Master of Theology in Christian Education by Extension Studies 

– BD/M.Div. – 2 Years(This M.Th. is yet to be accredited. Classes  
May 7-12, 2018,)

* Born again and committedapplicants are invited to apply for the 
above courses.

* Application form can be downloaded from Seminary Website.
* There will be entrance exam on June 7& interview on June 8.
* Send Application Forms to: AAS, Patgaon, Rani Rd, Before 

Accoland, PO Airport, Guwahati 781 015, Assam
Website: aaseminary.org| Email: aaseminary@gmail.com|

Phone: 0361-2131319; 095080-38887, 070861-55990, 094351-98956

D
-5

19
0

TEACHERS WANTED
REGIMENTAL SCHOOL DEF WOKHA

1.   SCIENCE : 01 (B.Sc)
2.   ENGLISH : 01 (BA English)
3.   HINDI : 01
4.   GENERAL : 01 (BA/UG)
5.   NURSERY : 01 (BA)

Last date of application submission: 3.04.2018.
Date of interview: 4.04.2018.

For Details contact:  
Headmaster (7005214261/ 8729895526)

DP-360

Immediately required PostGraduate/Graduate/Diploma Civil 
Engineersprivately working or retired (/PWD/BRO/MES) for 
various places in the state of Nagaland-at and near to Dimapur/
Kohima for the supervision of ongoing & upcoming highway 
projects for the following positions.

Email your Resume / CV at jobs@sterlingindotech.com, 
hr@sterlingindotech.com, hrd1@sterlingindotech.com or call us on 
0141-3301800 (10am-6.30pm) or post your resume on Naukri.com. 

1. Key Professionals (15-40 years): Team Leader, Resident 
Engineer, Bridge/Structural Engineer.Material 
Engineer,Senior Quantity Surveyor,Bridge Design 
specialist,Highway Design Specialist, Sr. Contract 
Specialist

2. Sub Key Professionals (3-15 Years): Quantity Surveyor, 
Survey Engineer, Lab Technician

3. Support Staff (1-10 years): Office Manager, Office 
Accountant, Computer Operator, Office Boy

DP-361
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Tata Power to sell defence 
business to Tata Advanced Systems

Reliance Foundation extends 
malnutrition programme to 
16 Maharashtra districts

Toyota, Suzuki 
tie up for mutual 
supply of hybrid 
and other 
vehicles in India

Income Tax issues list of defaulters, some untraceableRBI fines ICICI Bank INR 59 cr. 
for securities’ sales violation 

Mumbai, March 29 (IANS): Tata Power on Thursday 
said its board has given approval for the sale of its de-
fence business to Tata Advance Systems, in a move 
that would also help to cut company debt.

The company said in a statement that the sale 
consideration approved for the defence business is 
Rs 2,230 crore.

“Tata Power today announced that its board has 
approved the sale of its defence business to Tata Ad-
vance Systems Ltd, a wholly owned subsidiary of Tata 
Sons, at an enterprise value of Rs 2,230 crore,” it said. 

Out of this, Rs 1,040 crore is payable at the time 
of closing and Rs 1,190 crore is payable on achieving 
certain milestones.

“This is as part of the company’s plan to monetise 
its non-core assets and improve the balance sheet,” it 
added.  The deal is subject to government and other 
approvals, including that of shareholders.

Commenting on the development, Tata Power 
Chief Executive Anil Sardana said in a statement: 
“Strategic Engineering Division (SED) is a non-core 
business division of Tata Power. The company has 
been charting its next phase of growth, for which 
monetisation of non-core assets is a critical step. This 
sale will also help in reduction of leverage.”

As the company’s defence electronics unit, the 
SED manufactures and assembles missile launchers, 
electronic warfare equipment, night vision devices 
and gun systems.

Mumbai, March 29 (IANS): Doubling its efforts to 
tackle the malaise of malnutrition among children, 
the Reliance Foundation (RF) on Thursday said it will 
now extend its involvement in the programme from 
existing eight districts in Maharashtra to 16.

The Foundation signed and renewed its 2015 
commitment in a tripartite MoU with the Rajmata 
Jijau Mother-Child Health Nutrition Mission and 
state Department of Women & Child Development 
in the presence of state Minister for Rural Develop-
ment Pankaja Munde and Reliance Foundation CEO 
Jagannatha Kumar. The endeavour would strength-
en the Central government’s agenda of Sustainable 
Development Goals 2 in the National Action Plan 
for Children 2016 targeting “improved nutrition” as 
the key result. Under the programme, the Founda-
tion has been helping local communities establish 
small kitchens or backyard gardens called Reliance 
Nutrition Gardens (RNGs), covering targeted areas 
in Thane, Palghar, Pune, Jalgaon, Osmanabad, Yavat-
mal, Parbhani and Wardha districts in the first phase.

These RNGs are scientifically-developed, low 
cost, organic kitchen gardens that use a multi-tier 
cropping system to accommodate a variety of fruits 
and vegetables that helps improve health and nutri-
tional parameters among farmer families across vil-
lages in India.

Gold bars seized at 
Bhubaneshwar airport

Bhubaneswar, March 29 (IANS): As many as 15 
gold bars, weighing 1143.78 grams and worth Rs 
34.90 lakh, were seized at the Biju Patnaik Interna-
tional Airport (BPIA) here on Thursday, an official 
statement said. The gold bars were seized from two 
passengers by the Air Intelligence unit of the Cus-
toms Department.

Acting on spot intelligence, officers intercepted 
two passengers of Indian origin hailing from Pun-
jab who arrived from Bangkok via Kuala Lumpur 
by Air Asia flight AK-31 on the intervening night of 
28th/29th March, the statement said. On conduct-
ing the body search, 15 bars wrapped with black 
adhesives were recovered from their rectum, the 
release added.

Te Customs Department had on Wednesday 
seized three gold bars and 148 gold rings worth 
over Rs 12 lakh from two passengers at the city air-
port. Natives of Maharashtra’s Thane, they had also 
arrived from Bangkok.

Jio tops 4G download speed 
chart in January

New Delhi, March 29 (IANS): Reliance Jio has 
topped the average 4G data download speed chart 
for the month of January 2018, data revealed by 
the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) 
showed. In 2017, the operator topped the list for 
the whole year.  In January 2018, Jio topped the list 
with 21.3 Mbps average download speed, while 
Airtel clocked 8.8 Mbps, Idea Cellular 6.8 Mbps 
and Vodafone 7.2 Mbps.

Indian mobile Internet users 
may reach 478 mn by June

New Delhi, March 29 (IANS): The number of mo-
bile Internet users in India is likely to reach 478 
million by June, a report published on Thursday 
said. “The number of mobile Internet users in-
creased by 17.22 per cent from December 2016 to 
reach 456 million users by December 2017,” said 
the report titled “Mobile Internet in India 2017”, 
published jointly by the Internet and Mobile Asso-
ciation of India (IAMAI) and KANTAR-IMRB. 

The report attributed the popularity of mobile 
Internet in the country to its affordability. 

“Expenditure on voice has been steadily de-
creasing from 2013; and with the popularity of 
VOIP (Voice over Internet Protocol) and video 
chatting, the expenditure on voice services has de-
creased drastically in recent times,” the report said.

“This, in turn, means that there is a rise in pro-
portion of data expenditure in comparison to voice 
(services) expenditures for most users,” it added. 

It said: “Urban India witnessed an estimated 
18.64 per cent year-on-year rise, while rural India 
witnessed an estimated growth of 15.03 per cent 
during the same period (December 2016 to De-
cember 2017).”

NEWS IN BRIEF

Mumbai, March 29 
(IANS): Doubling its ef-
forts to tackle the ma-
laise of malnutrition 
among children, the Re-
liance Foundation (RF) 
on Thursday said it will 
now extend its involve-
ment in the programme 
from existing eight dis-
tricts in Maharashtra to 
16.

The Foundation 
signed and renewed its 
2015 commitment in a 
tripartite MoU with the 
Rajmata Jijau Mother-
Child Health Nutrition 
Mission and state De-
partment of Women & 
Child Development in 
the presence of state 
Minister for Rural De-
velopment Pankaja 
Munde and Reliance 
Foundation CEO Jagan-
natha Kumar.

The endeavour 
would strengthen the 
Central government’s 
agenda of Sustainable 
Development Goals 2 
in the National Action 
Plan for Children 2016 
targeting “improved nu-
trition” as the key result. 

Under the pro-
gramme, the Founda-
tion has been helping 
local communities es-
tablish small kitchens 
or backyard gardens 
called Reliance Nutri-
tion Gardens (RNGs), 
covering targeted areas 
in Thane, Palghar, Pune, 
Jalgaon, Osmanabad, 
Yavatmal, Parbhani and 
Wardha districts in the 
first phase.

These RNGs are sci-
entifically-developed, 

Mumbai, March 29 (IANS): The 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said on 
Thursday it has imposed a penalty 
of Rs 58.9 crore on ICICI Bank for 
non-compliance of its directions 
on direct sale of securities.

The bank clarified its position 
saying its held-to maturity (HTM) 
sales happened “due to a genuine 
misunderstanding on the timing of 
the applicability of RBI’s direction 
in this matter.”

An RBI statement said the pen-
alty had been imposed in “exer-
cise of powers vested in RBI under 
the provisions of Section 47A(1)
(c) read with Section 46(4)(i) of 
the Banking Regulation Act, 1949, 
taking into account failure of the 
bank to adhere to the aforesaid di-
rections/guidelines issued by the 
RBI.” 

The apex bank said the action 
was based on the deficiencies in 
regulatory compliance and was 
not intended to pronounce upon 

the validity of any transaction or 
agreement entered into by the 
bank with its customers.

“RBI has imposed a penalty 
on the Bank for continued sale of 
government securities classified as 
HTM. ICICI Bank had continued 
with the sales from HTM category 
for a few weeks during the quar-
ter ended March 31, 2017, due to a 
genuine misunderstanding on the 
timing of the applicability of RBI’s 
direction in this matter,” ICICI 
Bank said in a statement.

It further added: “As per RBI 
guidelines, the Bank had disclosed 
in its annual report for FY2017 that 
it had sold more than 5 per cent of 
investments categorised as HTM. 
However, the bank had not made 
the specified additional disclosure 
at that time. The Bank has subse-
quently been making the specified 
disclosure as directed by RBI in the 
audited financial results since the 
quarter ended June 30, 20”7.”

The RBI guidelines require 
banks to classify investments into 
three categories -- Held For Trad-
ing (HFT), Available For Sale (AFS) 
and Held to Maturity (HTM).

The securities acquired by the 
banks with the intention to hold 
them till maturity can be classified 
under HTM. If the value of sales 
of securities from HTM category 
exceeds 5 per cent of the HTM 
investments, banks are required 
to disclose in the audited annual 
financial statements, the market 
value of the HTM investments and 
indicate the excess of book value 
over market value.

The ICICI Bank also clarified: 
“During the current year, that is, 
FY2018, the bank has sold less 
than 5 per cent of securities from 
its HTM portfolio. The Bank would 
like to re-iterate that it continues to 
give utmost importance to regula-
tory compliance and endeavors to 
meet supervisory expectations.”

Mumbai, March 29 
(IANS): Toyota Motor 
Corporation on Thursday 
said that it has concluded 
a ‘basic agreement’ with 
Suzuki Motor Corpora-
tion toward the mutual 
supply of hybrid and 
other vehicles between 
the two companies for the 
Indian market.

“Specifically, Suzuki 
will supply the Baleno 
and Vitara Brezza vehicle 
models to Toyota, while 
Toyota will supply the Co-
rolla vehicle model to Su-
zuki,” the company said 
in a statement.

“Details on each 
model, such as the sched-
ule of the start of supply, 
number of supplied units, 
vehicle specifications, 
and supply pricing, will 
be considered at a later 
stage.”

According to the state-
ment, the vehicles will be 
sold by respective subsid-
iaries of Toyota and Suzu-
ki based in India through 
their sales networks. 

“By challenging and 
competing with each 
other with the goal of mu-
tual improvement, Toyota 
and Suzuki aim to invig-
orate the Indian auto-
motive market to further 
enhance their respective 
products and services to 
be offered to customers,” 
the statement said.

Since February 6, 
2017, when Toyota and 
Suzuki concluded a mem-
orandum toward busi-
ness partnership, the two 
companies have been “ex-
ploring concrete projects 
for collaboration in areas 
including environmental 
technology, safety tech-
nology, information tech-
nology, and the mutual 
supply of products and 
components”. 

low cost, organic kitch-
en gardens that use a 
multi-tier cropping sys-
tem to accommodate 
a variety of fruits and 
vegetables that helps 
improve health and 
nutritional parameters 
among farmer families 
across villages in India.

Vide this initiative, 
over 100,000 children 
are provided with fresh 
fruits and vegetables 
through 7,300 nutrition 
gardens set up in Aan-
ganwadis.

Under the new MoU 
signed on Thursday, Re-
liance Foundation will 
double its involvement 
from eight to 16 more 
districts - Beed, Jalna, 
Aurangabad, Ahmedna-

gar, Gondiya, Solapur, 
Nandurbar and Chan-
drapur.

For implementing 
this, it will capacitate 

more than 1,000 master 
trainers, for all the 16 
districts, to support and 
develop 25,000 RNGs in 
Aanganwadis.
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Winning the NE Way

L
ast year it was the Aizawl Football Club of Mi-
zoram which made all of us proud by winning 
the coveted I-League. This year, another foot-
ball club from Manipur Neroca has also made 

us proud. Unlike Aizawl, Neroca could not win the 
title but it has won the hearts of millions of football 
fans in the country. It’s a pity that the club had to stop 
just a step behind the ultimate champions Minerva 
FC of Punjab. But clearly the club from Manipur has 
made its presence felt by winning the fair play trophy 
as well as the honour of being the best organiser title. 
This is no mean achievement. It proves that not only 
the north-easterners play the game with true spirit, 
but also a good host. Being a good host in Imphal is 
not easy because the capital of Manipur is devoid of 
many facilities in comparison with other big cities of 
the country. It is an honour for the Manipur club. At 
the same time it is proud moment for every north-
easterner as once again the people of the region have 
proved that they are second to none, be it in sports or 
in any other sphere of life. We hope that next year an-
other club from Northeast will make us equally proud.

For those who know the region it is no gainsaying 
that sports is in the blood of every north-easterner. 
The list of north-eastern sportspersons excelled in in-
ternational arena is not a short one. Apart from hock-
ey, India got the first individual medal in Olympics 
in 1992 Barcelona Olympics when Assam’s Dipankar 
Bhattercharjee won Bronze in Badminton. But sadly 
no one speaks about this achievement any longer. The 
focus has always remained on others who are from 
mainland. Northeast has given India its first captain 
in football. Dr. Talimeren Ao was the captain of Indian 
Football team which participated in London Olym-
pics in 1948. He was also the flag bearer of the Indian 
contingent in the said games. Under his leadership, 
India fought bravely against France but unfortunately 
lost the game 2-1. India could easily win the game if 
it had not missed two penalties. Besides, Dr. Ao and 
Sarat Das of Assam were the backbone of oldest foot-
ball club in the country Mohan Bagan during mid-40s. 
But it’s a pity that our football federation wilfully forgot 
the brave heart footballer once he hung up his boots. 
Even when the standard of football was going down, 
not even once Dr. Ao was called to help budding foot-
ballers of the country. Notwithstanding being the first 
flag bearer of Independent India in the Olympics, he 
had not been awarded with any government honour. 
Same is the case of Mary Kom. The golden girl from 
Manipur made the nation proud for her Bronze medal 
winning performance in London Olympics. Apart 
from winning an Olympic medal, Mary Kom won five 
world boxing titles too. Yet, she has to wait for long to 
be honoured with Rajiv Khel Ratna, the highest sport-
ing honour of the country. There are many instances 
to prove that north-eastern sportspersons did not 
get due recognition at the national level. But to their 
credit, the north-eastern sportspersons have taken all 
these in to their strides and kept on marching forward. 
Not by blaming anyone, but by their performances 
they have forced the people concern to admit their 
mistakes. Keep it up. Keep the flag flying.

Rev. Fr. G. L. Khing

Fr. T.C. Joseph Sdb

Christ’s sacrifice was what God desired 
and what our sin required.

During Holy Week, we remember the final days be-
fore Jesus’s crucifixion. The road Jesus traveled 
to the cross through the streets of Jerusalem is 

known today as the Via Dolorosa, the way of sorrows.
But the writer of Hebrews viewed the path Jesus took 

as more than just a path of sorrows. The way of suf-
fering that Jesus willingly walked to Golgotha made a 
“new and living way” into the presence of God for us 
(Hebrews 10:20).

For centuries the Jewish people had sought to come 
into God’s presence through animal sacrifices and by 
seeking to keep the law. But the law was “only a shadow 
of the good things that are coming,” for “it is impossible 
for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins” (vv. 
1, 4).

Jesus’s journey down the Via Dolorosa led to His 
death and resurrection. Because of His sacrifice, we can 
be made holy when we trust in Him for the forgiveness 
of our sins. Even though we aren’t able to keep the law 
perfectly, we can draw near to God without fear, fully 
confident that we are welcomed and loved (vv. 10, 22).

Christ’s way of sorrow opened for us a new and liv-
ing way to God.

Jesus, thank You for walking the way of sorrow and 
making a way for us to be reconciled to God.

DAILY
PATH

The Via Dolorosa

BIBLE READ:  HEBREWS 10:1–10
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

We have been made holy through the sacrifice of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

~ Hebrews 10:10

Good Friday: The Sorrowful Mystery!

The Aching Grace of Suffering
(A Reflection for Good Friday)

T
he very life of Jesus was a disturbance for 
many people. Even the chief priest and elders 
refused to accept him. He disturbed the very 
thought of the people of his time. People pre-

ferred to be untouched by the many miracles and good 
works.He became the black spot among his own peo-
ple. He was sought after as a criminal. He was rejected, 
stoned, scourged and crowned with thorns because of 
his faithfulness to God’s will.He underwent all insults 
and tortures as a meek lamb (Is.53:7). He was indeed 
a silent victim. Yet, the sufferings of the innocent are 
better than that of a criminal.

Good Friday is the anniversary of the death of Je-
sus on the Cross outside the walls of Jerusalem. The 
fact of crucifixion outside the well-built walls shows 
that Jesus was not wanted by people. They made him 
a foreigner in his own country. He died like a nomad 
without a home or land. He was mad for God with love 
for humanity. Yes, the Son of man has no place to lay 
his head (Lk.9:58). The only pillow was the wood of the 
Cross.

The term “Good Friday” emphasizes the saving 
value of the historical event of the crucifixion of Jesus. 
It is ‘Good’ (for us) because through His death, the 
saving work of redemption is activated. It is ‘Good’ 
for God and men because of its salvific implication. 
A great chasm between heaven and earth is bridged 
by the wood of the Cross. It was only through the road 
to Calvary that the greatest sacrifice was brought to 
completion. The sacrificial dimension of Jesus is 
highlighted. Jesus was like anyone of us in every re-
spect (except sin) so that he might be a merciful and 
faithful high Priest in the service of God (Heb.2:17). 
“Although He was a Son, He learned obedience 
through what he suffered; and having been made 
perfect, He became the source of Eternal Salvation to 
all who obey Him.” (Heb.5:8)

The sacrifice of Jesus can be called “Good” because 
he brought to completion all the law and the proph-
ets (Mt.5:17-18). He was a good and faithful high priest 
who offered his own life on the altar of God, the world. 
The world is the largest altar of God with people of dif-
ferent races, colours and life style. The sanctification of 
the world came through Jesus. (We are sanctified by the 
passion, death and resurrection of Jesus). He did once 

and for all when he offered himself (Heb.7:27). Thus, 
the despised wood of the Cross turned into the ladder 
of Salvation with the Saviour of the world on it. On the 
other hand, the crucified Christ was a stumbling block 
for the Jewish nation. It appeared more awkward for 
the gentile (1st Cor.1:23) But, “There is salvation in no 
one else, for there is no other name under heaven giv-
en among mortals by which we must be saved.” (Acts 
4:12) We must accept the reality of the Cross in order to 
understand more deeply the life of resurrection. 

We need courage to rise from our fallen state of life. 
The strings of temptations and sins (that pull us back) 
need to be cut off so as to bind ourselves with God. 
Our journey towards Calvary is not a lonely one. Jesus 
Christ has already paved the path for us. We only follow 
His footsteps. The thorns on our road are cleared by 
him for he turned them into his crown. To follow Jesus 
daily is not easy for it calls for continuous self-denial. 
But “I can do all things through Him who strengthens 
me.” (Phi.4:13) To deny oneself would mean ‘to live, to 

work and to die for God.’ (Romans 14:8)The grace of 
‘self-emptying’ (continuous) is necessary so as to allow 
God to dwell in us. The beauty of physical life will only 
fade like the lilies in the field. “For those who want to 
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life 
for my sake will find it.” (Mt.16:25) and “No one who 
puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the 
Kingdom of God.” (Lk.9:62)

Let us no longer dwell in the tomb of our wicked-
ness. Jesus overcame death and hell for you and me 
so that we may have the fullness of life. We must profit 
from the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. The death of Jesus must stir our soul. It must 
raise our spirit to live good Christian life. The power 
to overcome the darkness of death is a gift of God to 
all who believe in Him. So whoever believes in God 
even though he dies an earthly death will live forever 
(Jn.11:25). The sorrowful mystery will turn into a joyful 
mystery. 

Have a Blessed Holy Week

P
ain, sickness, accidents, death, 
and natural calamities are a part 
of daily life and they raise ques-
tions that cause people a great 

deal of personal anguish. The existence 
of suffering is an undeniable reality of 
life, and hardly anyone escapes from 
the clutches of this painful mystery. 
It makes many of us, if not most of us, 
question the very existence of a good 
and omnipotent God. Many have lost 
their faith and even turned out to be 
hardcore atheists on account of suffer-
ing. There have been loud protests from 
time and again even in the form of books 
entitled “Where is God When it Hurts?” 
or “Why Do Good People Suffer and Bad 
People Prosper?” and the like. This grip-
ping puzzle of human woundedness 
has been formulated by David Hume in 
the following manner: “Is God willing to 
prevent evil, but not able? Then God is 
impotent. Is God able to prevent suffer-
ing and evil, but not willing? Then God 
is malevolent. Is God both willing and 
able to prevent evil? Then why is there 
any evil in the world?” 

To those who ask despairingly, 
“Why doesn’t God just stamp out evil?” 
we may have to ask another question: 
“If at midnight tonight, God decreed 
that all evil would be stamped out of 
the universe, how many of us would be 
here at 12:01?” God could obliterate all 
evil and suffering in the world by one 
single stroke, but all that would prove 
is how much bigger and stronger he is! 
God has not created puppets, but dy-
namic free beings, endowed with the 
freedom of choice, which undoubtedly 
involves serious risks. However, God’s 
ways are not our ways. Perhaps God 
allows pain and suffering to remain, in 
order to demonstrate not merely the 
attribute of his power, but those of his 
wisdom and grace, and he is able to 
work through even evil and suffering 
and transform them into grandeur and 
grace. Or it may be the paradox of the 
power of powerlessness. In the course 
of centuries many people and various 
theories have tried to answer the prob-
lem of suffering. Doubtless, these have 
thrown considerable light on the mys-
tery of suffering and evil; yet, whenever 
we come face to face with raw and ac-
tual suffering, none of these can ever 
totally dispel the darkness of this in-
scrutable puzzle.

Suffering may be destined to remain 
an ever-elusive mystery that we shall 
never fully comprehend in this life. In 
itself it is something not good and every 
effort is to be made to alleviate it. At the 
same time, suffering cannot be totally 
abolished or explained. But we can do 
one thing: to have a healthy attitude to 
suffering. There remains the possibility 
of realistically accepting it as an inevita-
ble part of human life and then seeking 
to transform it and integrate it into hu-
man life in such a way that we come to 
see that life would be ‘poorer’ without it. 
It becomes easier to face it, if we can find 

some meaning or sense in it, for as Ni-
etzsche has said, “He who has a why to 
live for can bear with almost anything.” 
Victor Frankl makes the same point 
when he observes, “Suffering ceases to 
be suffering in some way at the moment 
it finds a meaning, such as the meaning 
of a sacrifice.”

The Bible gives certain piercing in-
sights into this mystery, which provoke 
reflection: Job and Jesus. The Book of Job 
is an outpouring of human agony, which 
also explores an important situation: 
Can a right relationship with God exist 
in suffering? Job is a just, righteous and 
blameless man. He loses everything: 
family, property, and health. Afflicted 
with leprosy, he sits on a dung heap. He 
is ready to accept this suffering, as his 
past good fortune, as a gift from God. 
“Shall we receive the good at the hand 
of God, and not receive the bad?” But 
his friends, and even his own wife, seek 
to attribute his sufferings to some un-
conscious transgression of divine law. 
Job protests vigorously and challenges 
God to prove that he has been guilty. He 
speaks out in anguish, and comes ulti-
mately to rail in fury against God. God 
then gives an answer that is no answer. 
God asserts God’s authority and power 
as Creator and questions Job for ques-
tioning God. Job answers the Lord: “I 
know that you can do all things, and that 
no purpose of yours can be thwarted… I 
have uttered what I did not understand, 
things too wonderful for me, which I did 
not know!”

We are creatures. God knows best 
what we are and what we need. We rec-
ognize our total dependence on God 
and accept from God’s hand good things 
as well as bad. We may not always find it 
meaningful. But we trust God. We have 
to give up our idea of God who always 
does what ‘we think’ is good for us. All 
that we can do is to trust in God’s love 
and accept everything as coming from 
God, especially when we do not under-
stand.

The earthly life of Jesus was an ardu-
ous pilgrimage to the Father carried out 
in silence, worship, and suffering. Jesus’ 
lifetime of love is climaxed in the most 
powerful kenosis of his crucifixion. The 
self-emptying of Jesus reaches its peak 
on Calvary. He prays that the suffering 
may pass him by. His suffering was great 
and unmerited. Why a life of suffering 
and why an existence that led to the 
hard bed of the cross? Why the shedding 
of the last drop of the blood? For some-
thing like the same reason that there 
are more birds than are necessary for 
the needed song of man, more grains of 
sand than are necessary for a seashore 
– because of the superfluity of love, the 
superabundance of love, the non- logi-
cal logic of love. 

Where there is true love, nothing is 
too costly, not even one’s own life. St. 
Augustine affirms the truth of it: “Where 
there is love, there is no hardship. If there 
is hardship, that hardship itself is sought 
after and embraced lovingly and will-
ingly for the sake of the beloved.” Love, 
which is real, loves even to the point of 

sacrifice, in fact, loves even to the end, 
which is the offering of one’s own very 
life. Christ loves to that extent, for “a 
man can have no greater love than to lay 
down his life for his friends.” Indeed, at 
the heart of the deepest fulfilment lies 
the greatest sacrifice!

The Calvary becomes the Academy 
of Love, the suffering love, revealed and 
manifested to us in human terms in 
Jesus crucified. The Calvary event is re-
corded with the blood of Christ and no-
where has God’s revealed love reached a 
greater peak of self-giving to us than in 
the image of Jesus on the cross, totally 
broken, rejected and poured out for love 
of us. The example of Jesus is the exam-
ple of absolute unquestioning obedi-
ence, and his love was like a clear flame 
without the slightest wavering before 
the winds of fear or self-seeking. Jesus 
accepted his mission and life in all its 
fulness, with all its pains and pathos.

Christ does not explain suffering, 
but fills it with his presence. He shows 
us how to transform and give meaning 
to suffering by accepting it for a greater 
cause. The cross therefore is not an an-
swer. The cross rather is an assurance, 
the assurance that suffering can be 
salvific, redemptive. To use the very in-
struments of defeat as the instruments 
of victory – this is the great triumph. He 
accepted, with all the adoring love of his 
heart, to lay down his life. When Christ 
bowed his head in the death-hour, love 
solemnized its triumph. He became our 
fellow-sufferer, and the crucifixion be-
came the most perfect way of express-
ing the eternal love of God for us.

Jesus accepts the suffering as a sign 
of his faithfulness to God. He makes 
it an occasion for total self-surrender. 
He suffers in solidarity with the peo-
ple. The catastrophe and the shattering 
weight of disillusionment that Calvary 
had brought gripped the minds of even 
the staunchest followers of Christ. Jesus 
was, however, sustained by the hope 
that God will vindicate him. That vin-
dication comes only after death, when 
God raised him to life again and ena-
bles him to share that life with others. 
Furthermore, the mystery of Jesus con-
demned to an ugly death and enclosed 
in a borrowed tomb was not closed 
either with his death or with the tomb. 
Suffering and death could not choke the 
divine love. The pierced heart quick-
ened to the throb of life. The resurrec-
tion counteracted the catastrophe of the 
cross. It was a ratification of his life, love 
and teaching. Death was not the end, 
but it was the inauguration of his resur-
rection. The resurrected Christ showed 
those who experienced him that God’s 
Kingdom is more powerful than death. 
It reveals that love conquers everything, 
every suffering, even death! Through 
suffering to glory: “Unless a grain of 
wheat falls to the ground and dies, it 
remains just a single grain; but if it dies, 
it bears much fruit.” Death is not only a 
passage to life; it is the very condition for 
its fruitfulness.

What lessons can we draw from Job 
and Jesus? The Book of Job offers a chal-

lenge to the modern mind: it views life 
without illusion, but not with despair. 
It punctures the traditional beliefs in 
God, but not in faith. It points to a God 
beyond the God of the philosophers and 
of ethical concepts – a God who tran-
scends all human interests and human 
cataloging. Job teaches that any attempt 
of man to justify God would be an act 
of arrogance. It also challenges any at-
tempt on our part to reduce the mystery 
of human life to simple equations. Just 
as Job, we who read ‘Job’ may likewise 
find a gain in the loss of self-sufficiency. 
We are totally dependent on God. We 
have to accept what comes from God 
even when we do not see its meaning. 
We are sure, however, that God will not 
abandon us. The fulfilment of this hope 
may not happen in this life, but only af-
ter death. In this sense it is a ‘blind’ trust 
in God. This hope makes us realize that 
no catastrophe is ultimate. There is al-
ways a beyond for us and for all.

Our scientific and technological 
achievements may puff us up with our 
own sense of power. Tragedies, suffer-
ings, and natural calamities cut us down 
to size and make us humble and vul-
nerable before God, and even nature. 
Our faith in a God who is merely there 
to meet ‘our needs’ is purified. Rather 
than expect God to do ‘our will,’ we 
learn to mean what we pray: “Your will 
be done..” At times wisdom comes to us 
through the awful grace of God. Pain 
may be required for our recovery. And 
the deepest enlightenment may result 
from the greatest shock! An appropriate 
attitude in the face of suffering may be 
a willingness to surrender to God’s mys-
tery and to trust in God with the hope 
that everything will work out for the 
good of everyone everywhere in ways 
unknown to us.

There ‘is’ suffering in human life and 
we do not totally know why it should 
be. The denial of God does not allevi-
ate the suffering one whit; all it eases 
is our inability to comprehend. Railing 
against God does nothing to help. In-
stead there is the encounter with mys-
tery: the mystery of human life, which 
in its vulnerability and frailty can be 
infinitely precious and treasured; the 
mystery of human love, which can sur-
mount extraordinary pain and suffer-
ing; the mystery of divine love which 
must suffer and grieve with us in our 
hurt and misery, but which – as we can 
say to each other – says also to us: “You 
are precious in my eyes, and honoured, 
and I love you.” Love is gift. We really 
know not its why or wherefore. How 
much more the love of God! The ulti-
mate mystery of our world is not that 
‘we are,’ or that ‘we love.’ It is not that 
‘we suffer.’ Nor is it faith that ‘there is a 
God.’ The ultimate mystery of our world 
is that its Creator God should deeply 
love each human being, nay, each and 
every creature, individually and eter-
nally. And that is the incredible and 
ineffable mystery of God’s everlasting 
love. Such mystery calls forth unfath-
omable wonder. Such love can only be 
met with unconditional acceptance.
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Anthony Burke and Prasuna 
Reddy | The Conversation

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Love and ro-
mance continue to blossom, Aries. Social 
events could find you and your beloved 
among both old and new friends, perhaps 

letting some of them know for the first time that you’re 
actually an item. Someone close to both of you could 
be planning a wedding and invite you to come. Don’t 
be surprised if it gives your partner ideas! Let yourself 
dream a little today. You can face reality tomorrow.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Are things really 
going this beautifully for you, Taurus? This is 
a question you might ask yourself now. All 
looks perfect as career, romance, education, 

and spiritual matters seem to crystallize into a wonder-
ful life. Don’t waste time worrying if this is all too good 
to be true! You’re concerned about the future, but right 
now, live in the moment. You’re creating some great 
memories, if nothing else. Enjoy!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Expanding your horizons is 
definitely on the agenda today, Gemini. Trav-
el, education, creativity – they’re all coming 
to the forefront of your concerns. Romance 
should also be going well. A friend could in-

troduce you to a new interest, and children might also 
be a source of joy. Happiness reigns as you’re able to 
spend more time pursuing the concerns that mean the 
most to you. Any mundane irritations notwithstand-
ing, this should be a beautiful day.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Are you work-
ing at home now or perhaps considering it, 
Cancer? If so, remember that you’ll probably 
enjoy the comfort and freedom it provides. 
Being in your own territory among your 

books and pets and wearing your old clothes will feel 
good. However, in no way will working on your own 
compromise your work ethic. If anything, you’ll get 
more done than ever. Dig in and go for the gold.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): A social event in your 
neighborhood could connect you with peo-
ple who share your spiritual and intellectual 
inclinations, Leo. As a result, you’ll probably 
make some new friends and spend a lot of 

time on the phone with them over the next few days. 
If you’re single, one could be a potential love partner. If 
you’re a writer or artist, expect oodles of inspiration to 
hit you as a result of all this.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A project that you’re work-
ing on, perhaps job related, perhaps personal, 
is likely to require more creative skill than you 
usually need, Virgo. Writing, drawing, or com-
puter graphics could be involved. You might 

have some doubts about your abilities, but you’re more 
likely to be surprised by the results. You’re apt to enjoy 
working this way, and you may hope to continue. Keep 
up the good work, and good luck!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): If you’re artistic by nature, 

Libra, expect a rush of inspiration to hit to-
day, along with an irresistible compulsion to 
start a new project and work until you can 
see at least some results. If you’ve never been 

artistic before, you may suddenly feel like giving it a try, 
perhaps using computer technology. No matter what, 
you’re likely to derive a lot of pleasure from it, so go to 
it. Have fun!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Something wonderful 
could happen to you today at home, Scorpio. A lover 

could declare eternal devotion, spiritual rev-
elations could come thick and fast, or great 
news regarding career or money matters 
could be just over the horizon. Whatever 

comes is apt to bring happiness for all concerned. You 
may pinch yourself to make sure you’re awake! Relax 
and enjoy it. You have it coming, and it’s there to be sa-
vored.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Developments over 
the past few days could have you feeling very 
excited and particularly optimistic about 
your love life, Sagittarius. Communications 
with your beloved could take the form of ro-

mantic songs or poetry. If you want to give your friend 
a gift, by all means do, but confine it to something non-
threatening like a book. Everything seems great now, 
but too much emotional expression and material gen-
erosity could overwhelm your friend. Be patient!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): If you’re 
involved in the arts, Capricorn, expect to-
day to hear about an opportunity to exhibit 
your work publicly. There should be a very 

positive reaction to it, so you can expect a lot of com-
pliments and ego-boosts. An opportunity to earn some 
money from your work could also come along. Don’t 
turn it down out of shyness or insecurity. Go for the 
gold. This trend is likely to continue, so make the most 
of it.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Incredible 
feelings of enthusiasm, optimism, and sheer 
joy could fill your heart and mind today, 
Aquarius. Your life is changing in a positive 

way, and even though it may not be readily apparent, 
you’re sensing it intuitively. Romance with someone 
from far away could be in the offing. If you’re a writer, 
publishing is right around the corner. The only down-
side is that you might feel panicky, as if all this will dis-
appear. Stay focused!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Some beautiful 
dreams or visions, perhaps involving angels, 
spirit guides, or other such beings, could 
come today, Pisces. Listen carefully to the 

messages they bring. Whether they involve matters in 
your material life, intellectual or spiritual concerns, or 
future events, they can shed light on a lot of facts about 
you of which you might not be aware. Write them down 
as soon as you can. You’ll be glad you did.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Three Scenarios Show We Have to Think Carefully 
About Ethics in Designing Smart Cities

T
o improve cities, govern-
ments are increasingly 
promoting the use of 
technology and data-driv-

en decision-making. They decide 
how technologies and Big Data are 
being used or deployed in creating 
smart cities, with the help of aca-
demics who collect and interpret 
data, design new city ideas and 
newer technologies for cities.

Data harnessed from net-
worked objects that citizens wear 
or use daily can ease our lives. But 
it’s possible that the uses of Big 
Data jeopardise citizens, such as 
in the scenarios we present below.

1. Longer commute for  
low-class workers

Imagine this: A traffic system 
manages a city’s rush hour, han-
dling thousands of traffic lights, 
public transport commutes and 
pedestrian signals. Meanwhile, 
an AI system uses real-time data 
drawn from hundreds of thou-
sands of sensors on vehicles and 
buses. With help from infrastruc-
ture like light poles, the optimal 
flow of traffic is calculated based 
on the number of vehicles and 
people in the system.

Reducing commute times and 
improving productivity is the stat-
ed end goal of city governments. 
Who could argue with that?

But linking traffic data, geo-
graphic data and economic per-
formance creates another sce-
nario. If the system increases 
economic performance, is it any 
wonder it prioritises higher-pay-
ing jobs linked to more expensive 
suburbs neighbouring the city?

Low-paid commuters con-
tribute less financially to a city’s 
economy, so a highly paid ex-

ecutive getting a quicker ride to 
work makes brutal sense. But the 
system introduces a bias: public 
transport suddenly takes a little 
longer for a clerical worker.

2. Park bench meter?
The humble park bench presents 
another ethical dilemma for city 
planners. We’ve been paying for 
car parking in cities for decades. 
Now that we can live-track people 

in fine detail, the possibility of mi-
cro-charging for public amenities 
creates an opportunity for new 
revenue streams.

Think about paying a few cents 
for time spent resting on a park 
bench – a parking meter for peo-
ple. This obviously discourages 
the positive attributes of city liv-
ing for avid park users.

Yet, as an example of “data-
driven” governance, it plausibly 

shines a light on the already feasi-
ble potential for economic dispar-
ity.

3. Health and the consent  
of citizens

Big Data can also be used to in-
form city design and planning to 
reduce health disparities. Public 
surveillance systems can connect 
geo-data with health services data 

to attend to populations that need 
urgent help.

But there are major ethical 
challenges that centre on fears 
about the privacy of information 
that is provided. The perception 
that data will be paternally used 
in targeted community interven-
tions is also an issue.

At the Indonesian-Australian 
Digital Forum in Jakarta in Janu-
ary, participants analysed the sus-

tainability of using citizen reports 
to collect data on malaria. This in-
formation sharing can potentially 
benefit communities by targeting 
public health services in areas of 
need.

But it also creates stigma and 
privacy concerns when individu-
als are known within their com-
munity as disease carriers. Is there 
any opportunity to consider a per-
son’s consent?

Big Data certainly creates op-
portunities to reduce health dis-
parities. But how many benevo-
lent government interventions 
engage targeted citizens in the 
development process?

Focusing on the citizen
The examples we use above are 
very near-term realities. The pos-
sibilities and problems of Big Data 
mean designers require a new type 
of intelligence that exists between 
technology and the humanities.

As technologies become more 
sophisticated the designer holds 
a key role in customising such 
concepts for mass use. Addition-
ally, as the pendulum swings from 
technological solutions towards 
the citizen’s experiences, the vari-
ations in different countries’ po-
litical and cultural systems will 
become more pronounced. The 
old adage that “all politics is local” 
will be reinforced.

But in a Big Data environment, 
the tendency to average out all 
those local specificities is mag-
nified by generic technology ap-
proaches to complex cultural and 
contextual problems.

Governments should think 
about and resolve ethical ques-
tions in the design of smart cities. 
City planners should ensure that 
the technologies deployed do not 
take away citizens’ privacy and 
that personal data are not used 
against them.

Mithilesh Kumar Sinha

Households After Gathering Steam of Remonetisation in IndiaPromising Off-Switch 
for Inflammation Found

H
ousehold savings is crucial 
to gauge macroeconomic 
and systemic risks House-
holds hold its financial assets 

mainly in the form of currency, deposits, 
debt securities, equities, mutual fund 
units, insurance and pension funds, and 
small savings. Liabilities are mostly in 
the form of loans and borrowings from 
banks, housing finance companies and 
non-banking financial corporations, 
the study said.

According to the report, financial 
assets of the Indian households are pre-
dominantly in the form of bank depos-
its, followed by life insurance — a pat-
tern that got disrupted after note ban. 
It was back on track the next quarter as 
and when new currency notes were in-
troduced in the system.

According to the report, financial 
assets of the Indian households are 
predominantly in the form of bank de-
posits, followed by life insurance - a pat-
tern that got disrupted after note ban 
According to the report, financial assets 
of the Indian households are predomi-
nantly in the form of bank deposits, fol-
lowed by life insurance — a pattern that 
got disrupted after note ban. It was back 
on track the next quarter as and when 
new currency notes were introduced in 
the system.

Demonetisation has led to a shift in 
the composition of households’ finan-
cial assets. By September 2017, currency 
holdings were down to 8.7% of GDP, 
compared to 10.6% in the pre-demon-
etisation quarter. The other clear trend 
is that households’ holdings of mutual 
funds have gone up, from 10.6% before 
demonetisation to 12.5% in September 
2017. Indeed, the fall in currency/GDP 
is mirrored in the rise in mutual funds/
GDP holdings of households. People 
have put their currency holdings to 
work in the financial markets, pushing 
them up.

According to the estimates of house-
hold financial assets and liabilities RBI, 
gross financial assets (GFAs) of house-
holds fell from 95.2 per cent of gross do-

mestic product (GDP) at the end of Q2 
of 2016-17 to 89.2 per cent at the end of 
Q3 of 2016-17- the period when the note 
ban was announced. Much of this de-
cline was due to the collapse of the cur-
rency with households. As the process of 
remonetisation gathered steam, house-
holds’ GFAs rose to 95.4 per cent of GDP 
at the end of Q1 of 2017-18 and much of 
the households’ financial assets (HFAs) 
are parked as bank deposits. Bank de-
posits in commercial banks account for 
almost half of HFAs as seen in the Table. 

As seen in the Table, household MF 
assets have risen from 9 per cent of GDP 
in Q1 of 2015-16 to 12.5 per cent in Q2 
of 2017-18. The currency with house-
holds has also recovered from the note 
ban shock, though not completely. It de-

clined from 10.16 per cent of GDP in Q2 
of 2016-17to 4.8 per cent in  Q3 of 2016-
17, recovering thereafter to 8.7 per cent 
in Q2 of 2017-18. On the other hand, as 
seen in the Table, household financial 
liabilities have risen to 25.8 per cent of 
GDP in Q1 of 2015-16 to 29.1 per cent in 
Q2 of 2017-18. 

Compared to the rise in the out-
standing amounts, the quarterly invest-
ment by households in financial assets 
is very volatile. The RBI report says, “In-
dian households are generally net sav-
ers and suppliers of financial resources 
for the rest of the economy. However, 
net financial assets of the households 
turned negative…in the third quarter of 
2016-17, reflecting the transitory effects 
of demonetisation.”

R
esearchers have 
discovered a new 
metabolic proc-
ess in the body 

that can switch off in-
flammation linked to sev-
eral diseases including 
arthritis, inflammatory 
bowel disease and heart 
disease.

The study, published 
in the journal Nature, 
showed that “itaconate” 
-- a molecule derived 
from glucose -- acts as a 
powerful off-switch for 
macrophages, which are 
the cells in the immune 
system that lie at the 
heart of many inflamma-
tory diseases.

“It is well known that 
macrophages cause in-
flammation, but we have 
just found that they can 
be coaxed to make a bio-
chemical called itaco-
nate,” said one of the lead 
researchers Luke O’Neill, 
Professor at Trinity Col-
lege Dublin in Ireland. 

“This functions as an 

important brake, or off-
switch, on the macro-
phage, cooling the heat 
of inflammation in a 
process never before de-
scribed,” O’Neill said. 

The researchers be-
lieve that the findings 
could help develop 
much-needed new drugs 
to treat people living with 
inflammatory and infec-
tious diseases.

“The macrophage 
takes the nutrient glu-
cose, whose day job it is 
to provide energy, and 
surprisingly turns it into 
itaconate. This then 
blocks production of in-
flammatory factors, and 
also protects mice from 
the lethal inflammation 
that can occur during in-
fection,” said study first 
author Evanna Mills from 
Trinity College Dublin.

The discoveries were 
made using both human 
cells and mice as a model 
organism.

Source: IANS

Source: RBI Bulletin, March 2018

Households’ Financial Assets (in `billion) 
2015-16 2016-17 2017-18
Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2
119,063 120,857 125,041 127,654 134,526 141,497 137,343 147,043 150,028 155,276
Mutual Funds (As percentage of GDP)
9.0 9.2 7.0 10.0 11.0 11.2 11.2 11.5 11.8 12.5
Household Financial Liabilities (in `billion)
33,426 34,616 37,024 38,554 40,162 42,140 41,350 44,836 45,383 47,523
Commercial Bank Deposits(As percentage of GDP)
41.5 40.8 40.4 38.8 41.9 43.0 43.0 41.6 42.4 42.2
Currencies with Households(As percentage of GDP)
10.5 10.3 10.3 10.2 11.0 11.4 10.0 5.0 7.0 8.7
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Dharamvira Gandhi

PTI

Union Minister of State for Agriculture Gajendra Singh Shekhawat 
reads an ‘assurance letter’ during Anna Hazare’s indefinite hunger 
strike at Ramlila Maidan in New Delhi, on Thursday.

PTI

ISRO’s GSLV-F08 carrying GSAT-6A communication satellite blasts off into orbit from the Satish Dhawan 
Space Centre, in Sriharikota on Thursday.

Hazare breaks fast after 
government assurance

BR Ambedkar gets new name in 
UP govt. records; opposition fumes

India successfully launches GSAT-6A communication satelliteTwo Delhi Police 
officers arrested 
for gold robbery

Cauvery row: As SC 
deadline approaches, 
TN CM holds meetings

Suspended AAP MP Dharamvira 
Gandhi floats ‘Punjab Manch’ 

Review plea against SC/ST Act 
ruling likely next week — Gehlot

CPI backs Mamata’s stand on 
Cong’s inclusion in anti-BJP front 

Pak’s policy of restraint on LoC should 
not be treated as its weakness — FO

New Delhi, March 29 
(IANS): Social activist Anna 
Hazare on Thursday called 
off his hunger strike after 
the Central government 
“in principle” agreed to 
his demands but refrained 
from providing a roadmap 
on the implementation in a 
time-bound manner.

Hazare, who had ear-
lier demanded the timeline 
along with the action plan, 
said the Narendra Modi 
government assured him 
that promises would be 
fulfilled “soon” even as he 
warned the government 
of another agitation if the 
action is not taken in the six 
months’ time. 

A delegation of min-
isters led by Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis met Hazare on 
Thursday evening and in-
formed him that the Prime 
Minister’s Office (PMO) 
was “positive” about the 
demands of setting up of 
a Lokpal at the Centre and 
Lokayuktas in the states, 
implementation of the 
M.S. Swaminathan Com-
mittee report for fair crop 
prices and new electoral 
reforms.

Subsequently, Hazare 

Islamabad, March 29 
(PTI): Pakistan today said 
its policy of restraint on 
the Line of Control (LoC) 
should not be treated as 
a sign of weakness and 
warned India of a “befitting 
response” in case of any 
misadventure.

Foreign Office spokes-
man Mohammad Faisal 
made the remarks during 
his weekly media briefing 
here.

“The Pakistani forces 
have exerted great restraint 
but this restraint should 
not be construed as a sign 
of weakness. Any Indian 
misadventure on the LoC 
and Working Boundary can 
lead to a strategic miscal-
culation,” he said.

“While we advise re-
straint to the Indian side, 
our military is ready to give 

a befitting response. We 
shall choose the time and 
place of our response,” he 
said.

He claimed that the 
escalation at the LoC and 
the Working Boundary 
were attempts to divert 
the attention of the inter-
national community from 
Kashmir.

Faisal also termed the 
reports about Pakistan giv-
ing Gilgit Baltistan to China 
on lease as “speculative 
and baseless”.

He said the ban on Pa-
kistani artists in India was 
“regrettable”.

“We believe that art and 
culture can, and should 
enrich societies, instead of 
being used as political tools 
which inhibit and curtail,” 
he said.

Talking about the al-

leged harassment of Paki-
stani diplomats in India, 
the spokesman said that 
there was no plan to take 
the matter to the UN as 
“all efforts are being made 
to work out these mat-
ters.” 

He said that Pakistan 
was still waiting for a re-
sponse from India on 
humanitarian proposals 
about exchange of prison-
ers, sending doctors and 
revival of judicial com-
mittee.

Faisal said Pakistan 
delegation led by Com-
missioner for Indus Waters 
(PCIW) Syed Muhammad 
Mehar Ali Shah is visiting 
India for the 114th meeting 
of the PCIW from March 
29-31 to discuss issues re-
lated to the Indus Waters 
Treaty.

broke his seven-day long 
fast with a glass of juice 
in presence of Fadnavis, 
Union Minister of State for 
Agriculture Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat, Maharashtra 
Minister Girish Mahajan 
among others.

“The government has 
agreed to give 1.5 times the 
input cost (for agricultural 
produce). Also, govern-
ment has said the Lok-
pal would be appointed 
soon. It says the electoral 
reforms come under the 

Election Commission’s ju-
risdiction,” Hazare told the 
gathering of around 3,000 
protestors at the iconic 
Ramlila Maidan.

“The government has 
said that the promises 
would be fulfilled soon. I 
will wait for six months. If 
the government fails to do 
it till then, I will start agita-
tion in September. How-
ever, Fadnavis says it will 
not even take six months. 
Let us see.” 

Fadnavis said the Prime 

Hyderabad, March 29 
(PTI): The CPI has backed 
West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee’s stand 
favouring inclusion of the 
Congress in a front to take 
on the BJP in the general 
elections next year.

On the Trinamool Con-
gress leader’s efforts to 
forge opposition unity, the 
Communist Party of In-
dia general secretary Sura-
varam Sudhakar Reddy 
said electoral adjustment 
among the opposition par-
ties at the national level 
may not be possible.

“But in the states, ac-
cording to their specific 
conditions, there should 
be some sort of one-to-one 
contest to defeat the BJP,” 
the veteran leader told PTI.

Reddy said in states like 
West Bengal and Kerala, 
where the Left is directly 
pitted against the Trina-
mool Congress and the 
Congress respectively, join-
ing of forces between them 
would not be possible.

“It (electoral adjust-
ment) will be possible in 
states where this type of a 
situation (as exists in West 
Bengal and Kerala) is not 
there,” he said.

“I can’t speak on behalf 
of the entire Left. But my 
party’s opinion is wherever 
there is a possibility with 
a regional party and other 
parties (to put up a com-
mon candidate against the 
BJP), there should be some 
sort of understanding and 
we are not for exclusion of 
the Congress where there 
is a possibility (for electoral 
understanding),” the CPI 
leader said.

On who is the bigger 
adversary for the Left -- the 
BJP or the Trinamool Con-
gress, he said, “Of course 
the BJP. Our main adver-
sary is the BJP. We will fight 
the BJP...main enemy.” 

Banerjee yesterday 
met UPA chairperson So-
nia Gandhi in Delhi and 
stressed the need for the 
Congress to be part of a 

front to take on the BJP.
She had also met a host 

of other opposition leaders 
during her two-day visit to 
the national capital.

Banerjee met NCP su-
premo Sharad Pawar and 
leaders of some regional 
parties, including NDA ally 
Shiv Sena, to explore pos-
sibilities of a “federal front” 
to take on the BJP in the 
next Lok Sabha polls.

The West Bengal chief 
minister also met disgrun-
tled BJP leaders Yashwant 
Sinha and Shatrughan 
Sinha, besides having a tel-
ephonic conversation with 
Samajwadi Party leader 
Akhilesh Yadav, with whom 
she talked of a “one-to-
one” fight in the states.

“I have told Sonia ji that 
what the country wants 
is there should be a state-
wise one-to-one fight 
against the BJP. Whichever 
party is the strongest in 
a state, that party should 
contest in that state against 
the BJP,” she had said.

Minister’s Office had in 
letter to Hazare conveyed 
which components would 
be considered while fixing 
Minimum Support Price 
(MSP) for agriculture pro-
duce.

“The central govern-
ment has been positive 
about Anna ji’s demands. 
We have explained to him 
the factors to be consid-
ered while fixing MSP. Also, 
a committee has been con-
stituted in accordance with 
his demand of more auton-
omy to the Commission 
for Agricultural Costs and 
Prices (CACP),” he said.

Fadnavis said the other 
demands of electoral re-
forms including “right to 
recall” would be forwarded 
to the Election Commis-
sion.

“The government will 
take speedy action on these 
issues. So Anna ji need not 
hold another fast,” Fad-
navis said. 

Soon after Fadnavis 
finished his address, a 
protester hurled a shoe 
towards the stage with 
unknown motives. While 
no one was hurt, police 
detained the protestor im-
mediately.

Lucknow, March 29 (PTI): The Yogi 
Adityanath government in Uttar 
Pradesh today waded into a political 
controversy by deciding to introduce 
‘Ramji’ as the middle name of the Fa-
ther of the Constitution B R Ambed-
kar in all official correspondence and 
records.

The decision did not go down 
well with the opposition ahead of the 
2019 Lok Sabha polls, with a fuming 
Samajwadi Party seeing vote-bank 
politics behind the move.

A government order to this ef-
fect, issued last night, got mired in 
political controversy with the SP cry-
ing hoarse that the move smacked 
of politics ahead of the Lok Sabha 
elections.

“The BJP government is playing 
politics with the name of the Dalit 
icon,” SP leader Anurag Bhadoria 
said, hours after the state government 
issued the order.

He charged the state government 
with politicising Ambedkar’s name to 
attract Dalit votes.

In Mainpuri, SP chief Akhilesh 
Yadav said instead of altering Ambed-
kar’s name, it is important that the 
path he showed is followed.

“A change has been made in the 
name of Bhim Rao Ambedkar ... who-
soever has the right to vote knows 
his name... It is essential today, when 
he is being remembered and a new 
name is being affixed with his name, 
to follow the path shown by him,” 
he said, adding every child knows 
Ambedkar’s name.

“I will say that it is also essential 
that the chief minister reads the 
Preamble of the Constitution... If he 
does so, the anger that was shown in 
the UP Legislative Council over his 
remarks against socialism will not 
be seen... 

The Constitution and its basis is 
around socialism,” he said, referring 
to Adityanath’s speech in the Vidhan 
Parishad yesterday.

“If someone says ‘sabka saath 
sabka vikas’ it can also be considered 
as the definition of socialism by some 
people,” he stressed.

Seeking to blunt the opposition 
attack, UP cabinet minister Swami 
Prasad Maurya said there was no 
politics in the decision and no ulterior 
motive should be seen in the order 
issued by Principal Secretary (Admin) 
Jitendra Kumar, an official spokes-
man said here today.

Another senior minister and 
spokesman of the Uttar Pradesh 
government, Sidharth Nath Singh, 
said the BJP has only seen to it that 
the name of Baba Saheb is written 
correctly.

“Those who follow his ideals and 
indulge in tactics should not dabble 
in politics on his name... When it is 
being written and used rightly they 
should praise it... This is our appeal 
to them,” he said.

“In Maharashtra, a father’s name 
is mentioned in the middle of his 
son’s name. But, if they (opposition) 
sees Ayodhya in it, this shows how 
hollow they are and how low they 

have stooped to that they connect 
everything with it (Ram and Ayod-
hya),” he said.

“We are happy that we have 
rectified the name and that from 
April use of Baba Saheb’s photo in all 
government offices has been made 
mandatory... 

Every worker and leader of the 
BJP considers Baba Saheb as an ideal 
personality and does not respect him 
just for vote bank,” Singh said.

To a question, he said: “The SP 
should first answer why they had not 
done the needful when Governor 
Ram Naik had made this sugges-
tion to him... Akhilesh Yadav should 
say...now he has joined hands with 
Mayawati.” 

The campaign to write Ambed-
kar’s name correctly was initiated by 
Governor Ram Naik in December 
2017, citing the manner in which 
Ambedkar signed on the pages of the 
Constitution.

The spelling of Ambedkar in 
English will remain unchanged, but 
in Hindi it will be spelt as ‘Aambed-
kar’.

The governor had written to the 
prime minister, the chief minister 
and also to Babasahib Dr Bhimrao 
Ambedkar Mahasabha, expressing 
concerns over the prevalent “incor-
rect spelling” of Ambedkar.

‘Ramji’ was the name of the 
father of B R Ambedkar and as per 
practice in Maharashtra, father’s 
name is used as the middle name 
by his son. 

Sriharikota (Andhra 
Pradesh), March 29 (IANS): 
India on Thursday success-
fully launched the GSAT-6A 
satellite that would provide 
mobile communication 
facilities, using its heavy 
rocket Geosynchronous 
Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(GSLV-F08), in a copy book 
style.

The GSLV-MkII rocket 
slung the satellite in a geo-
synchronous transfer orbit 
(GTO) from where it would 
be taken up to its final ge-
ostationary orbit by three 
orbit raising manoeuvres.

ISRO’s scientists at the 

mission control centre 
were visibly happy, slap-
ping each others’ backs 
and hugging each other 
once the rocket ejected the 
satellite into the intended 
orbit.

Precisely at 4.56 p.m., 
the GSLV rocket ascend-
ed into the sky from the 
second launch pad here 
at Satish Dhawan Space 
Centre and the 49.1 metre 
tall rocket, weighing 415.6 
tonne, slung the two tonne 
satellite into the intended 
orbit 17.46 minutes into 
its flight.

The purpose of the sat-

ellite is to provide mobile 
communication applica-
tions in S-band in five spot 
beams and C-band in one 
beam during its 10-year 
life span.

The Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO) 
said that the GSAT-6A was 
similar to the GSAT-6 put 
into orbit in 2015.

The GSLV is a three 
stage/engine rocket. The 
core of first stage is fired 
with solid fuel while the 
four strap-on motors by 
liquid fuel. The second 
stage is the liquid fuel-pro-
pelled and the third is the 

cryogenic engine.
According to ISRO, two 

improvements -- induction 
of high-thrust Vikas engine 
and electromechanical 
actuation system -- have 
been made in the rocket’s 
second stage this time 
around.

One of the crucial rock-
et engines is the cryogenic 
engine, designed and de-
veloped by ISRO, and more 
efficient than the other two 
variants as it provides more 
thrust for every kilogram of 
propellant burnt.

With this successful 
launch, India established 
the performance of its 
GSLV-MkII rocket which 
in future may fetch or-
ders from third parties for 
launching their satellites.

India puts into orbit 
foreign satellites for a fee 
using its lighter rocket - the 
Polar Satellite Launch Vehi-
cle (PSLV) as their weight is 
not much.

Revenue for launch-
ing satellites depends on 
weight of the satellite - 
higher the weight, higher 
will be the revenue.

According to the latest 
Economic Survey, foreign 
exchange earnings of In-
dia from export of satellite 
launch services increased 
noticeably in 2015-16 and 
2016-17 to Rs 394 crore and 
Rs 275 crore from Rs 149 
crore in 2014-15.

Ghaziabad, March 29 
(IANS): Two Delhi Police 
officers have been arrested 
for the robbery of nearly 
9 kg of gold chains from a 
Mumbai-based jeweller 
here, it was announced on 
Thursday.

Additional Director 
General of Uttar Pradesh 
Police, Prashant Kumar, 
praised his colleagues for 
solving the March 18 rob-
bery when criminals in 
police uniform looted the 
gold outside the Sahibabad 
railway station here.

He identified the ar-
rested police officers as 
Assistant Sub-Inspectors 
Satendra Singh and Brahm 
Pal of Delhi Police. The 
looted jewellery was worth 
Rs 3 crore. 

Kumar praised his men 
for breaking what he said 
was “a dangerous nexus” 
between the two Delhi Po-
lice officers and profes-
sional robbers.  Investiga-
tions led them to Satendra 
Singh and Brahm Pal who 
were arrested. About 6 kg of 
gold was seized from them. 

“The two officers were 
also involved in a similar 
robbery about 10 years ago 
and another seven to eight 
years ago,” officer Kumar 
said.

Chennai, March 29 (IANS): 
With the Supreme Court 
deadline to set up the Cau-
very Management Board 
(CMB) and the Cauvery 
Water Regulatory Commit-
tee (CWRC) approaching, 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
K. Palaniswami on Thurs-
day chaired a high-level 
meeting to discuss the next 
course of action on the 
river water sharing issue.

Deputy Chief Minis-
ter O. Panneerselvam and 
other senior Ministers par-
ticipated in the meeting 
held at the Secretariat here. 

Later, Palaniswami 
held another meeting with 
some ruling AIADMK MPs, 
who said they were willing 
to resign if directed by the 
party high command. 

There were reports that 
the central government 
was toying with the idea 
of filing a petition in the 
Supreme Court for seek-
ing clarification on term 
‘scheme’ mentioned in its 
February 16 order wherein 
the government was di-
rected to set up the CMB 
and the CWRC within six 
weeks. 

A s k e d  a b o u t  A I -
A D M K  M P  A .  N a v -
aneethakrishnan’s re-
marks in Parliament on 
Wednesday that his party 
MPs were ready to commit 
suicide if the Centre did 

not set up the CMB and the 
CWRC, senior Bharatiya 
Janata Party leader and 
Union Minister Pon Rad-
hakrishnan said: “If my 
resignation helps in con-
stitution of the CMB and 
CWRC, I am ready to do it.” 

He said that the com-
ing Assembly polls in Kar-
nataka had nothing to do 
with the delay in action on 
the Cauvery issue.  Rad-
hakrishnan also promised 
the BJP’s full support to the 
Tamil Nadu government in 
securing the state’s rights in 
the Cauvery water issue. 

DMK leader and former 
PWD Minister Duraimuru-
gan said both Palaniswa-
mi and Panneerselvam 
should meet Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and ask 
him to set up the CMB and 
the CWRC. 

He questioned why the 
Chief Minister had con-
vened a high-level meeting 
on the day the deadline 
was to end as well as the 
central government’s ac-
tion to seek clarificaion 
on the ‘scheme’ word just 
before the last date. 

PMK Founder Dr S. 
Ramadoss also flayed the 
Centre for allegedly not 
abiding by the Supreme 
Court order and said the 
Tamil Nadu people will not 
pardon it for betraying the 
state’s interests. 

Chandigarh, March 29 
(PTI): Suspended Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) MP 
Dharamvira Gandhi today 
launched ‘Punjab Manch’ 
which, he said, will take the 
shape of a political party 
in coming months and 
contest the 2019 Lok Sabha 
polls.

Batting for more pow-
ers to the states, Gandhi 
said the Congress, BJP and 
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) 
had failed to safeguard the 
interests of Punjab while 
the AAP had sidelined lead-
ers from the state and was 
in grip of a “high-com-
mand culture”.

“The ultimate aim of 

this Manch is to evolve into 
a strong regional political 
outfit. There is a need for 
such an outfit in Punjab 
which can guard its in-
terests. We will be touring 
Punjab over the next few 
weeks and months and 
take feedback from people.

“Once the Manch takes 
shape of a political outfit, 
I will quit AAP. We then 
intend to context the next 
year’s Lok Sabha polls,” he 
said.

The MP said the Man-
ch’s vision is ‘Federal India, 
Democratic Punjab’ as “at 
present we have a central-
ised political structure, in 
the form of an overwhelm-

Indore, March 29 (PTI): Union Social 
Justice Minister Thawar Chand Gehlot 
today said that the Centre is likely to file 
next week a review petition against the 
Supreme Court’s order diluting provisions 
of the SC/ST Act.

Speaking to reporters here, Gehlot said 
the apex court’s ruling could lead to a rise 
in atrocities against members of oppressed 
classes. A delegation of Dalit ministers 
and MPs led by Union Minister Ram Vilas 
Paswan yesterday met Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi over dilution of some strin-
gent provisions of the Scheduled Castes 
and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of 
Atrocities) Act.

“The Supreme Court’s decision would 
affect the justice delivery system,” Gehlot, 

who was part of the delegation, said here, 
in reply to a question. It would lead to delay 
in police action and arrest, and as a result, 
atrocities against the oppressed classes 
would rise, the BJP leader said. The prime 
minister assured the delegation of Dalit 
MPs yesterday that appropriate action 
would be taken, and consequently the 
government decided to go in for a review 
petition, the Union minister said.

On March 20, the Supreme Court, not-
ing the rampant misuse of the SC-ST Act 
against government servants, ruled that 
a public servant can be arrested only after 
approval of the appointing authority. A 
non-public servant can be arrested after 
approval by the Senior Superintendent of 
Police, it said.

ingly powerful Centre in 
which the contours of a 
‘Union of States’ is only 
faintly discernable”.

Replying to a ques-
tion, the suspended AAP 
MP from Patiala said he 
will quit AAP only after the 
Manch takes shape of a 
political outfit.

Gandhi hit out at other 
political parties, includ-
ing the Congress and BJP, 
for “failing to protect the 
interests of Punjab” over 
the years.

He alleged that the SAD 
had “reneged on the in-
terest and the future of 
Punjab”.

Gandhi also accused 
the AAP for “ignoring the 
real volunteers and local 
leadership, and centralis-
ing power”

“Leaders from Pun-
jab were sidelined by AAP 
as people sitting in Delhi 
ran the show. Leaders like 
Sucha Singh Chhotepur 
were humiliated. A high-
command culture is pre-
vailing in the party now,” 
he claimed.

To another question, 
Gandhi said he had told the 
AAP leadership to either 
withdraw his suspension 
or expel him from the party.

Gandhi and another 
MP Harinder Singh Khalsa 
were suspended from the 
primary membership of 
the AAP for “indiscipline 
and anti-party activities” 
over two years back.



9WORLD
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Friday, March 30, 2018

PTI

Theresa May (File Photo)

AP/PTI

Pakistani Nobel Peace Prize winner Malala Yousafzai, second from 
left, receives a souvenir from Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, center, Prime 
Minister of Pakistan with her family members in Islamabad, Pakistan, 
Thursday, March 29, 2018. 

AP/PTI

South Korean Unification Minister Cho Myoung-gyon, left, poses with North Korean delegation head Ri Son 
Gwon for photographers at the northern side of the Panmunjom, North Korea, Thursday, March 29, 2018. 

PTI

Julian Assange (File Photo)

PTI

Police officers disperse  relatives of prisoners who were waiting to 
hear news about their family members imprisoned at a police station 
when a riot broke out, in Valencia, Venezuela, Wednesday, March 
28, 2018.

68 killed in riot, fire at Venezuela prison 

Theresa May tours UK on Brexit Day anniversary

Skripals first poisoned at home — UK police

Ecuador stops Assange communicating 
from its London embassy 

Egypt’s Sisi re-elected with nearly 92% of votes

Macron to visit Russia despite diplomatic spat

Man detained over bid to ram car into French soldiers 

Moon-Kim to meet on April 27

Malala makes tearful return to Pakistan

Caracas, March 29 (IANS): 
At least 68 people have 
been killed in a fire that 
erupted during a riot at a 
jail in Venezuelan city of 
Valencia, according to a 
government official.

The blaze at the police 
station’s lockup was report-
edly sparked by prisoners 
setting mattresses alight 
in a jailbreak attempt on 
Wednesday. Many were be-
lieved to have asphyxiated 
due to smoke inhalation, 
the BBC reported.

Attorney General Tarek 
William Saab said on Twit-
ter that nearly all the dead 
were prisoners. Two wom-
en who were staying over-
night at the police station 
also died.

An investigation would 
be launched immediately 
to clarify what had hap-

London, March 29 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Theresa 
May is touring in different 
parts of the UK today to 
mark the one-year anni-
versary of the Brexit Day, 
the date Britain is set to 
formally exit from the Eu-
ropean Union (EU).

The British Prime Min-
ister had invoked Article 
50 of the Lisbon Treaty on 
March 29 last year, trigger-
ing the official two-year 
time-frame for Britain’s exit 
from the economic bloc.

As she visited parts of 
England, Scotland, Wales 
and Northern Ireland yes-
terday, her key message is 
one of unity for all those 
who voted for or against 
Brexit in the June 2016 ref-
erendum.

“Today, one year un-
til the UK leaves the EU 
and begins to chart a new 
course in the world, I am 
visiting all four nations 
of the union to hear from 
people across our country 

what Brexit means to them. 
I am determined that as 
we leave the EU, and in 
the years ahead, we will 
strengthen the bonds that 
unite us, because ours is 
the world’s most successful 
union,” she said in a state-
ment.

She added: I am de-
termined that our future 
will be a bright one. It’s a 
future in which we trade 
freely with friends and 
partners across Europe 
and beyond.

“Having regained con-
trol of our laws, our bor-
ders and our money, and 
seized the opportunities 
provided by Brexit, the UK 
will thrive as a strong and 
united country that works 
for everyone, no matter 
whether you voted Leave 
or Remain.”  May began 
her tour by visiting a textile 
factory in Ayrshire, Scot-
land, with other stops at a 
parent and toddler group 
in Newcastle, lunch with 

farmers near Belfast be-
fore meeting businesses in 
Barry, South Wales.

On 29 Manet year, the 
UK will formally leave the 
EU and is due to enter a 
21-month transition pe-
riod during which much of 
the current arrangements 
continue, before the final 
permanent post-member-
ship relationship is due to 
kick-in. 

Since formal negotia-
tions began between the 
two sides in June last year, 
an agreement has been 
struck on a Brexit “divorce 
bill”, but the crucial issue 
of how they will trade to-
gether in the longer term 
has yet to be settled.

Meanwhile, former 
British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair, a major anti-Brexit 
voice, said it was “more 
likely... than a few months 
ago” that Brexit could be 
stopped, saying it was “not 
too late”. 

“I always say to people 

the likelihood is it hap-
pens, but it doesn’t have 
to happen, and the first 
place that’s going to decide 
it is Parliament and MPs 
should vote according to 
their conscience,” he said.

Liberal  Democrat 
deputy leader Jo Swinson, 
whose party is campaign-
ing for a second referen-
dum once a final Brexit 
deal is done, said the public 
should have a final say be-
cause there was a lot of new 
information available since 
the June 2016 vote.

“Once those details 
are becoming clearer, as 
the government comes to-
wards the end of the nego-
tiations, then it ought to be 
up to the people to decide 
what path we, the country, 
take,” she said.

The Opposition Labour 
party has said that it would 
not vote for the Brexit deal 
unless “the government are 
sensible and they negotiate 
properly... get a deal that 
meets the six tests”.

An opinion poll con-
ducted by Sky Data shows 
the UK still split down the 
middle with 66 per cent 
saying they feel Britain is 
more divided as a coun-
try as Brexit approaches. 
When asked whether Brexit 
is good or bad for the coun-
try, the margin remains 
very slim with 46 per cent 
responding it is a bad idea 
and 44 per cent saying it is 
a good idea.

On June 23, 2016, the 
UK had voted in a refer-
endum to leave the EU by 
51.89 per cent in favour of 
an exit and 48.11 per cent 
in favour of Remain.  

London, March 29 (IANS): 
Detectives with London’s 
Metropolitan Police in-
vestigating the attempted 
murders of Russian double 
agent Sergei Skripal and his 
daughter Yulia have said 
that they believe the pair 
first came into contact with 
a nerve agent at the front 
door of his Salisbury home.

Specialists found the 
“highest concentration” 
of the nerve agent on the 
front door of Skripal’s 
home in Salisbury, police 
said on Wednesday.

The pair were poisoned 
March 4 after being ex-
posed to what British po-
lice believe was a military-
grade nerve agent. They are 
still in hospital in stable but 
serious condition.

Skripal and his daugh-
ter were found slumped 
on a bench in an out-

door shopping complex 
in Salisbury. They had no 
visible injuries, accord-
ing to police. Police also 
plan to search the sur-
rounding area.  The po-
lice have retaken control 
of the Maltings shopping 
centre, where the Skripals 
were first discovered and 
London Road cemetery 
from counter-terrorism 
detectives, where officers 
focused their investigation 
into the nerve agent attack 
in previous weeks.

More than 130 people 
could have been exposed 
to the chemical weapon 
in the aftermath of the 
poisoning, which the UK 
government claimed was 
carried out by Russia.

In response to the poi-
soning, over 150 Russian 
officials were expelled from 
more than 25 countries, 

and the UK government 
was considering further 
measures to punish Rus-
sia, including a ban on the 
City of London from selling 
Russian sovereign debt.

Public health experts 
were still working to es-
tablish whether the nerve 
agent attack presented a 
long term risk to Salisbury’s 
residents, which will re-
ceive a 1 million pound 
support package from the 
central government to help 
recover.

About 250 counter-ter-
rorism detectives continue 
to work around the clock 
on the investigation, sup-
ported by a full range of 
experts and partners. 

Officers were trawling 
through more than 5,000 
hours of CCTV footage and 
examining over 1,350 ex-
hibits that were seized.

Quito, March 29  (PTI/
AFP): Ecuador today said 
it has stopped Julian As-
sange’s ability to commu-
nicate to the outside world 
from its London embas-
sy, where the WikiLeaks 
founder has been holed up 
since 2012.

The decision was taken 
because the Australian had 
broken a 2017 promise 
to not interfere in other 
country’s affairs while in 
the mission, an Ecuadorian 
government statement 
said.

It came after Assange 
on Monday used Twitter 
to challenge Britain’s ac-
cusation that Russia was 
responsible for the March 
4 nerve agent poisoning of 
a Russian former double 
agent in the English city of 
Salisbury.

Assange, 46, has spent 
much of his time in his 

Seoul, March 29 (IANS): 
South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in and North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-un 
will meet on April 27 for the 
first time since 2007, the 
two countries announced 
on Thursday after high-
level talks.

The two leaders will 
meet at the Peace House 
on the southern side of 
the border village of Pan-
munjom, Yonhap News 
Agency quoted an of-
ficial joint statement as 
saying.

It will mark the third 
inter-Korean summit fol-
lowing those in 2000 and 
2007 which were held in 
Pyongyang.

Senior officials from 
both sides exchanged 
views in an amicable at-
mosphere, reflecting the 
recent detente on the Ko-
rean Peninsula.

“Over the past 80 days, 
there have been many dra-
matic events that have not 
been seen earlier,” Ri Son-
gwon, the North’s chief 
delegate, said at the start of 
the meeting.

Paris, March 29 (IANS): French 
President Emmanuel Macron will 
visit Russia in May despite differ-
ences revolving around a former 
Russian agent’s poisoning, Foreign 
Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian said on 
Thursday.

“For the moment, the trip is 
planned,” Le Drian told RTL radio. 

At the invitation of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, Macron 
is scheduled to participate in the St. 

Petersburg International Economic 
Forum being held from May 24-26, 
Xinhua news agency reported.

“We must have a frank dia-
logue with Russia. We want to 
maintain it, but it is a dialogue on 
which we need a lot of clarity,” Le 
Drian said.

Earlier this week, France asked 
four Russian diplomats to leave the 
country within a week in response 
to former Russian agent Sergei Skri-

pal’s poisoning in Britain.
On March 4, Skripal and his 

daughter Yulia were found uncon-
scious on a bench in a shopping 
centre in the southern city of Salis-
bury.

Macron’s office said on March 15 
that France agreed with Britain that 
Russia was responsible for the poi-
soning. Russia, however, has denied 
any involvement in the poisoning 
incident.

Paris, March 29 (IANS): A man was 
arrested by the police for shouting 
death threats in Arabic and trying 
to ram a car into a group of soldiers 
outside an Army base in southeastern 
France on Thursday. The incident 
happened when the soldiers of the 
93rd Mountain Artillery Regiment 
were jogging near their barracks in 
Varces-Allieres-et-Risset, near the 
southern city of Grenoble. 

They managed to avoid the on-
coming vehicle by diving into a ditch, 
the BBC reported. The driver shouted 

in Arabic at the soldiers before the at-
tack and sped off afterwards in what 
reports said was a stolen Peugeot 208. 
Reports suggested a woman was also 
in the car. No one was harmed.

Army spokesman Colonel Benoit 
Brulon, said: “At around 8.15 a.m. 
today, a man verbally threatened six 
or seven soldiers who were out jog-
ging. Then he did the same thing to a 
second group of runners.

An investigating official said: 
“They had to throw themselves away 
from the car to avoid being hurt. 

All are unhurt, but very shocked.” 
He said that the driver had “made it 
clear” he wanted to injure the sol-
diers.  Police tweeted to say a man 
had been detained in a Grenoble 
market after a search operation.

France remains on edge after 
25-year-old gunman Radouane 
Lakdim went on a killing spree at a 
supermarket in Trebes on March 23, 
leaving four dead. President Em-
manuel Macron said France was 
locked in a fight against “clandestine 
Islamic fundamentalism”.

Islamabad, March 29 
(IANS): Nobel peace laure-
ate and young education 
activist Malala Yousafzai 
made a tearful return to 
Pakistan on Thursday in 
her first visit to her native 
country since she was shot 
in the head by the Taliban 
in 2012 for campaigning for 
female education.

Malala Yousafzai, 20, 
arrived at Islamabad’s 
Benazir Bhutto Interna-
tional Airport under tight 
security early morning ac-
companied by her parents 
and the CEO of the Malala 
Fund. She is here on a four-
day visit, Dawn online re-
ported. 

In an emotional speech 
at the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice, where she held a meet-
ing with Prime Minister 
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi ear-
lier, the activist said it had 
been her dream to return 
“without any fear”.

“Always it has been my 
dream that I should go 
to Pakistan and there, in 
peace and without any fear, 
I can move on streets, I can 

small room in the embassy 
tweeting and at times con-
tributing to RT, a Russian 
state-owned television 
channel that broadcasts 
Kremlin messaging, as well 
as taking part in media 

conferences via video link.
In 2016, Ecuador briefly 

suspended his internet 
connection for posting 
documents online that 
were seen as having an 
impact on the US presiden-

tial election from which 
Donald Trump emerged 
the victor.

In May 2017, Ecuadori-
an President Lenin Moreno 
asked Assange to refrain 
from commenting on a 
separatist crisis in Spain 
over that country’s Catalo-
nia region, after he tweeted 
that Madrid was guilty of 
“repression.”  Assange took 
refuge in the diplomatic 
mission in 2012 after a Brit-
ish judge ruled he should 
be extradited to Sweden to 
face allegations of sexual 
assault there.

Assange claims the ac-
cusations were politically 
motivated and could lead 
to him being extradited 
to the United States to 
face imprisonment over 
WikiLeaks’ publication of 
secret US military docu-
ments and diplomatic ca-
bles in 2010.

Cairo, March 29 (PTI): Egyptian 
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi has 
been re-elected for a second term 
with a sweeping majority, garnering 
nearly 92 per cent of the total votes, 
media reports said today.

According to early estimates, 
more than 23 million Egyptians voted 
for the 63-year-old Field Marshal in 
the three-day presidential election.

His sole challenger, the little-
known centrist politician and al Ghad 
party chief Moussa Mostafa Moussa, 
is estimated to have obtained 3 per 
cent of the vote. Vote counting started 
after polling stations closed yesterday.

According to non-official figures, 
21,088,295 people voted for Sisi in 
polling stations across Egypt.

The official results will be an-
nounced on April 2. Sisi posted pho-
tos of voters participating in the polls 
and praised them on facebook for the 
huge turnout late yesterday.

According to the official results of 
the vote count released by the general 
election committee in Aswan gov-
ernorate, Sisi received 254,940 votes 
against Moussa’s 9,563 votes.

In Sidi Gaber in Alexandria gover-
norate, Sisi won 83,631 votes against 
2,474 votes for his rival.

The number of eligible voters who 
cast their ballots stood at 95,486, with 
86,112 valid votes registered, it said. 

Alexandria governorate has more 
than 3.8 million eligible voters.

In the Nile Delta governorate of 
Gharbiya, Sisi obtained 90 per cent 
of votes, with a turnout of more than 
50 per cent, state news agency MENA 
reported, citing preliminary results.

About 60 million people were eli-
gible to vote in the election which was 
held in 13,687 polling stations across 
the country and under the supervi-
sion of 18,678 judges from various 
judicial bodies and authorities.

meet people, I can talk to 
people,” Malala said in the 
televised address.

In October 2012, Malala 
Yousafzai -- then 15 years 
old -- was shot in the head 
at point-blank range by 
Taliban gunmen as she was 
returning from her school 
in Swat valley. She was later 
flown to London for medi-
cal treatment. 

The Oxford University 

student has been living in 
the UK since then. 

Malala spoke of the im-
portance of education and 
about the efforts of her 
charitable foundation to 
help girls. She said that the 
Malala Fund invested $6 
million for girls’ education 
in Pakistan. 

Speaking of Swat, Mala-
la stated: “It is just like a 
paradise on Earth.” She 

said she “did not realise 
how beautiful Swat was” 
until she moved to the UK. 

Abbasi, who also ad-
dressed the gathering after 
Malala Yousafzai, said he 
was happy that a “daugh-
ter of the nation has re-
turned to her homeland”. 
He called her “the most 
famous personality of Paki-
stan”. “The world has given 
her respect, Pakistan will 
as well.”

Earlier in the day, Mala-
la met State minister for 
information Marriyum Au-
rangzeb, Senator Mussadiq 
Malik, Anusha Rehman 
and Marvi Memon. 

The activist was also 
expected to meet Chief of 
Army Staff General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa later. She will 
also participate in the 
“Meet the Malala” pro-
gramme during her stay. 

In 2014, she became 
the youngest recipient of 
the Nobel Peace Prize at 
the age of 17. Last April, UN 
Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres selected her to be 
a UN messenger of peace.

The April summit will 
likely serve as a critical 
venue for discussions to 
resolve the North’s nu-
clear issue.

Thursday’s talks came 
after Kim made a surprise 

visit to China this week for 
his first summit with Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping 
ahead of his meetings with 
Moon and US President 
Donald Trump in May.

South Korea’s Moon has 

long been pushing hard for 
diplomatic relations with 
North Korea, saying at his 
swearing-in ceremony in 
2017 “for peace on the Ko-
rean Peninsula, I will do 
everything that I can do”.

pened, he said, adding that 
four prosecutors had been 
assigned to the case.

“The prosecutor’s of-
fice vows to investigate to 
immediately clarify what 

happened in these painful 
events that have left dozens 
of Venezuelan families in 
mourning,” said the At-
torney General on Twitter.

Families were demand-

ing answers and justice 
as it was one of the worst 
jail disasters to hit the na-
tion, where human rights 
groups complain about 
bad prison conditions. 
A fire at a prison in the 
western state of Zulia killed 
more than 100 inmates in 
1994.

The association Una 
Ventana a la Libertad (A 
Window on Freedom), 
which monitors jail con-
ditions, said its reports 
showed a police officer 
had been shot in the leg by 
a detainee and that shortly 
afterwards mattresses in 
cells were set ablaze and 
the fire quickly spread.

State official Jesus 
Santander said one po-
lice officer had been shot. 
Rescuers reportedly broke 
through walls to try to free 

those trapped by the blaze.
Angry relatives gath-

ered outside the detention 
centre after news of the fire 
broke and clashed with 
police as they sought infor-
mation about loved ones. 
The situation soon turned 
violent and police used tear 
gas to disperse the crowd.

Opposition lawmak-
er Juan Miguel Matheus 
demanded that the pro-
government leader of 
Carabobo state inform 
relatives about what had 
happened.

Later, in his press re-
lease, the Governor of 
Carabobo expressed his 
solidarity with victims’ 
families and said that he 
would support them “with 
the funeral services and 
subsequent burial of the 
deceased inmates”.
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Katrina is brand ambassador of Tropicana
Bollywood actress Katrina Kaif has been roped in as the first ever brand ambassador in 
India by Tropicana to lead its new ‘My Health My Way campaign. ‘My Health My Way’ 
is Tropicana’s new campaign that aims to celebrate today’s time pressed millennials 
who find their own health and nutrition hacks to suit their individual lifestyles. “‘My 
Health, My Way’ is really the reality of our lives and this is why I have partnered with 
Tropicana for their new campaign. As an actress, I completely understand how choc-
a-bloc a day can get, but I believe more and more young people are realizing how 
important it is to pay attention to health.  Katrina will also be the face of Tropicana 
Essentials IRON, a hero product in the Tropicana Essentials range of functional juice 
blends designed to address nutrient gaps in urban lifestyles.   ‘My Health My Way’ will 
go live in the first week of April. (IANS)

2 pm, 8 pm: Hichki (Hindi)

11 am, 5 pm: Pacific Rim (Eng 2D)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

Kristen, Stella 
heading for 
a split

Actor Will Ferrell to 
delete Facebook account

A
ctress Kristen 
Stewart and 
model Stella Max-
well are report-
edly on the edge 

of breaking up after over a 
year of dating because of the 
latter’s past with model Bella 
Hadid.

“Stella and Kristen were 
already having problems and 
are now at a breaking point 
after Kristen reached out to 
Bella and warned her to back 
off from her girlfriend,” a 
source told Life&Style maga-
zine, reported aceshowbiz.
com.

While Stella and Bella’s 
kiss happened two years ago, 
it was news to the “Twilight 
Saga” star who felt upset that 
her girlfriend didn’t tell her 
beforehand, according to the 
source.  

The jealousy has gotten 
so bad that “Stella’s ready to 
move out of Kristen’s LA 
home and she wants 
them to take a 
break”.

IANS

A
ctor Will Ferrell has decided 
to delete his Facebook ac-
count by Friday. His page 
currently has 10.1 million 
fans.

Ferrell cited Facebook’s mis-
handling of user data by 
Cambridge Analytica, a 
UK-based political 
data-analytics firm 
that obtained 
unauthorised 
information on 
50 million users 
without their 
knowledge or 
consent, reports 
variety.com.

Facebook has 
pledged to make 
changes to give 
users more control 
over privacy set-
tings and restrict 
usage of data on 
its plat-
form 
and 

CEO Mark Zuckerberg has apologized 
for the situation. But those haven’t 
satisfied Ferrell.

“I know I am not alone when I 
say that I was very disturbed to hear 
about Cambridge Analytica’s misuse 

of millions of Facebook users’ 
information in order 

to undermine our 
democracy and 

infringe on 
our citizens’ 
privacy,” Fer-
rell wrote in 
the post on 
Wednesday.

“I can no 
longer, in good 
conscience, 
use the services 

of a company 
that allowed 
the spread of 

propaganda and 
directly aimed it at 

those most 
vulnerable,” 

he added.
IANS

Eastern Mirror: For the record, 
could you guys introduce us 
and the role you play in Avora 
Records?

Avora Records: We 
have Stephen Hnamte on vo-
cals, Ruata Renthlei and Khos 
Hmar on guitars, CK on bass 
and Sanga Ralte on drums.

Eastern Mirror: How did Avora 
Records come into reality? Talk 
us through your journey and 
the reason behind your band’s 
name.

Avora Records: We all 
became acquaintances through 
the Mizo music scene. We used 
to collaborate on different 
projects and quickly learned 
that we have good chemistry. We 
wrote songs together even before 
the band became official so it 
was only natural that we form 
a band. The name of the band 
though is a very sensitive subject 
for us…maybe we’ll tell you 
guys next time, but not today.

Eastern Mirror: How does the 
song writing process works for 
you? Do you have any influ-
ences?

Avora Records: Ruata 
first comes up with the guitar 
riff. We take that into the jam 
room to refine it and then work 
to come up with our individual 
parts using the riff as a foun-
dation. Stephen’s our lyrical 
genius.

Eastern Mirror: To your credit, 
your band has taken top prizes 
in various contests. How hard 
has it been for Avora Records 
to be where you are at the mo-
ment?

Avora Records: Thank 
you! Yes... we are blessed and 
sometimes lucky I guess.  We al-
ways try our best in every com-
petition and even rent out jam 
pads twice a day sometimes. 
We’d take videos of our practice 
sessions and look back on where 
we can tweak and improve our 
music. We always pray together 
before every performance and 
have a strict rule of always 
staying sober every time we 
go onstage. I guess these little 
traditions really helped us get to 
where we are at right now.

Eastern Mirror: What was your 
winning streak at the Hornbill 
International Rock contest 
2017? How did it change Avora 
Records musically and artisti-
cally?

Avora Records: We’ve 
entered three competitions 
namely The MZU Vibrio Rock 
Fest (Mizoram), Sennheiser Top 
50 Season 3 and the Hornbill 
International Rock contest 2017 
and luckily won all of them. 
These accomplishments can be 
a blessing as well as a curse. 

We have to keep up with 
the hype that’s been surround-

ing us and this pressure can get 
really intense at times. How-
ever, It also helps us to be more 
professional in the way we put 
out music, deal with organisers 
and handle our social media 
presence.

Eastern Mirror: Having per-
formed in Nagaland, what is 
your take on the music sce-
nario of Nagaland?

Avora Records: To be 
honest, the scene in Nagaland 
is way ahead compared to the 
scene here in Mizoram. They 
loved our original and took us 
in as if we were one of them. 
We’d love to come back in Na-
galand!

Eastern Mirror: What was the 
vital experience and lesson 
you took back with you from 
Nagaland?

Avora Records: We 
made a lot of new friends who 
we still keep in touch with and 
I believe this is the most impor-
tant experience we got out of 
Hornbill.

Eastern Mirror: What’s next for 
Avora Records? Any projects in 
pipeline?

Avora Records: We are 
currently recording our debut 
album which will be out this 
summer hopefully... and two 
new singles along with music 
videos are coming soon too.

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as 
they share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

Aizawl-based band Avora Records, the winner of Nagaland Horn-
bill International Rock Contest in 2017, has been making waves in the region’s 
music circuit. They have been winning top prizes in various contests when not 
performing simply for the task of it all. For instance, the Mizoram band was 
the winner of music events, the Sennheiser Top 50 season-3 besides the MZU 
Vibrio Rock Fest recently. 

Eastern Mirror is thrilled to present Avora Records in today’s Rhythm Of Love 
as they take us through their musical journey and their love for Nagaland.
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NASA’s next planet-hunting 
probe to launch on April 16

CSIR scientists working on new vaccine for malaria

Ghostly galaxy without dark 
matter stuns astronomers

Eggshell-derived nanoparticles 
can be used for drug delivery

Washington, March 29 (IANS): NASA’s Tran-
siting Exoplanet Survey Satellite, or TESS, 
which aims to find alien worlds with capac-
ity to harbour life is scheduled to launch on 
April 16 aboard a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket 
from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station in 
Florida.

On March 15, the spacecraft passed a re-
view that confirmed it was ready for launch, 
NASA said on Wednesday. 

“We expect TESS will discover a number 
of planets whose atmospheric composi-
tions, which hold potential clues to the pres-
ence of life, could be precisely measured by 
future observers,” said George Ricker, TESS’ 
principal investigator at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT) Kavli Institute 
for Astrophysics and Space Research which 
is leading the mission. 

With the help of a gravitational assist 
from the Moon, the spacecraft will settle 
into a 13.7-day orbit around Earth, NASA 
said.

Sixty days after the launch and follow-
ing tests of its instruments, the satellite 
will begin its initial two-year mission. Four 
wide-field cameras will give TESS a field-of-
view that covers 85 per cent of our entire sky. 

Within this vast visual perspective, the 
sky has been divided into 26 sectors that 
TESS will observe one by one. 

The first year of observations will map 
the 13 sectors encompassing the southern 
sky, and the second year will map the 13 
sectors of the northern sky.

The spacecraft will be looking for a phe-
nomenon known as a transit, where a planet 
passes in front of its star, causing a periodic 
and regular dip in the star’s brightness. 

New Delhi,March 28 (India Science 
Wire): Despite efforts over the de-
cades by scientists across the world, 
malaria continues to be a major vec-
tor borne disease particularly in Asia, 
Africa and South America.The World 
Health Organisation’s malaria report 
for 2016 estimated that globally there 
were 216 million cases with 445,000 
deaths.

Malaria parasite, though a tiny 
single-celled organism, has highly 
complex life cycle. It has 15 different 
stages and they occur in different 
cellular environments. The protein 
make up of the parasite also substan-
tially differs from stage to stage and 
several organelles in the cells keep 
varying. Many organelles, particu-
larly those required for the parasite 
to enter host cells, are produced and 
disposed off as and when required. 
Additionally, the parasite not only 
breaks down host cellular contents 
to obtain nutrients but also enslaves 
many host proteins for its benefit.

Scientists have been trying to 
come up with strategies to defeat the 
parasite. Researchers at the Hyder-
abad-based Centre for Cellular and 
Molecular Biology (CCMB) are work-
ing towards developing a whole para-
site vaccine that can be conditionally 
attenuated when given to humans.

Speaking to India Science Wire, 
Dr. Puran Singh Sijwali, principal sci-
entist at CCMB, who heads the team 
working on the vaccine, said “we 
have been developing conditionally 
attenuated parasite lines and testing 
them in mouse models. One of the 
lines is showing promising results. We 
now have to develop a parasite line 

for human use.”
The basic problem is that malaria 

parasite species that infect human 
and mouse are different. “

Dr. Sijwali conceded that the task 
ahead was not a cake walk. “The basic 
problem is that malaria parasite spe-
cies that infect human and mouse are 
different. We can adopt the concept 
that we have validated using mouse 
malaria species for developing a 
vaccine for human malaria parasite 
also. Importantly, the target used 
for conditional attenuation is also 
present in human malaria parasite. 
But we cannot be sure how effective 
it would be. Culture tests can give 
indication for attenuation. However, 
one has to do clinical trials with hu-
man volunteers to test whether the 
attenuated parasites will function as 
vaccines.” The whole process could 
take several years.

If successful, it would be a great 
advance. Despite number of efforts, 
a malaria vaccine is still awaited. A 
candidate malaria vaccine developed 
by GSK in collaboration with Walter 
Reed Army Institute of Research is 
set to be tested in Ghana, Kenya and 
Malawi.

The pilot project, which will begin 
later this year, is expected to provide 
initial insights on programmatic 
feasibility of delivering a candidate 
vaccine. A large scale Phase 3 efficacy 
and safety trial of the candidate vac-
cine, which concluded in January 
2014, had showed that it could help 
in reducing burden of malaria when 
used alongside currently available 
interventions like bed nets and in-
secticides.

Dr. Sijwali and his team are also 
investigating two important path-
ways in malaria parasite - ubiquitin 
proteasome and lysosomal pathways, 
which likely regulate parasite devel-
opment and disease pathogenesis, 
and could be a treasure of potential 
targets for vaccine and drug de-
velopment. He said, “we combine 
gene knock-out/gene knock-in/gene 
knock-down approaches with bio-
chemical and cell biology methods in 
our studies on both P. falciparum and 
in the vivo models of malaria”.

The team is also working to un-
derstand the virulence of P. falci-
parum that causes cerebral malaria 
and pregnancy related malaria. Five 
species of plasmodium cause malaria 
in humans: P. falciparum, P. vivax, P. 
malariae, P. ovale, and P. knowlesi. 
Most infections are caused by P. falci-
parum and P. vivax, but P. falciparum 
is the most dangerous: it accounts for 
almost 90% of total malaria toll. P. fal-
ciparum malaria is particularly fatal 
in children under five and pregnant 
women.

Dr. Sijwali made a presentation 
on his work at a recent international 
conference on cell biology. It was the 
first of its kind meeting, where three 
organisations came together: Inter-
national Federation for Cell Biology 
(IFCB), Asian Pacific Organization 
for Cell Biology (APOCB) and Indian 
Society of Cell Biology (ISCB). During 
the five day programme, organised by 
CCMB at Hyderabad, cell biologists 
from across the world presented and 
discussed their work. The meeting 
also commemorated the 30th anni-
versary of the APOCB.

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1776SUD0KU 1616
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1775

ACROSS
1. Inside surfaces of hands
6. Exclamation of regret
10. Central African ethnic group
14. Concept of perfection
15. Synchronize (abbrev.)
16. Mild yellow Dutch cheese
17. Cassia
18. Phnom ____, Cambodia
19. Country in Central America, 

Costa ____
20. 2 groups of Caribbean islands
22. Embankments
24. Metal money
25. Fabrics similar to velvet
26. Revenue
29. Bites or pinches
30. Open to question
31. In a seizing manner
37. Small areas of ground
39. Payment (abbrev.)
40. Strange
41. Health resort
44. Native of Finland
45. ____eseed (tastes like licorice)
46. Mini-blackboards
48. Scratching or tearing
52. Shakespearean king
53. End one’s career
54. Marked by tears
58. Attention (abbrev.)
59. Christmas
61. Light, sheer fabric
62. Long, matted fiber
63. Where the sun rises
64. Cars
65. Not his
66. Tiny round marks
67. Model rocket company

DOWN
1. Leaning Tower
2. City in Yemen
3. Period of penitence
4. Italian pasta dish
5. Ski race

6. Colorado ski resort
7. Corrosive alkalines
8. Annual (abbrev.)
9. Yiddish for “Move slowly”
10. Mechanism-correcting 

device
11. Farewell
12. NASCAR or F1 

driver 
13. Gather
21. Place
23. American anthropologist 

_____ Clews Parsons

25. Taste for the fine arts
26. Mischievous elves
27. City near Naples Italy
28. Raccoon (slang)
29. _____matics = study of 

coins and paper money
32. Small shoot or twig
33. Wicked
34. Indominable spirit (slang)
35. Note or verse
36. Cravings
38. Step 
42. Attached or appended

43. Millisecond
47. Young of insects
48. Collide
49. River of forgetfulness 

(Greek mythology)
50. Fragrant floral oil
51. Found on birds
52. Persists
54. Final
55. Baseball catchers use this
56. Used in lotions
57. Not more
60. Chinese revolutionary
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Illustration of the Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS) in front of a lava planet orbiting its host star. TESS will 
identify thousands of potential new planets for further study and observation. (Photo NASA)

IANS

London, March 29 (IANS): In a shocking 
discovery, astronomers have found a galaxy 
that is missing most -- if not all -- of its dark 
matter.

This discovery of the galaxy NGC 1052-
DF2, detailed in the journal Nature, chal-
lenges currently-accepted theories of and 
galaxy formation and provides new insights 
into the nature of dark matter. 

“Dark matter is conventionally believed 
to be an integral part of all galaxies -- the 
glue that holds them together and the un-
derlying scaffolding upon which they are 
built,” explained study co-author Allison 
Merritt from Yale University in the US and 
the Max Planck Institute for Astronomy, 
Germany. 

“This invisible, mysterious substance 
is by far the most dominant aspect of 
any galaxy. Finding a galaxy without any 
is completely unexpected; it challenges 
standard ideas of how galaxies work,” said 
lead researcher Pieter van Dokkum of Yale 
University.

“There is no theory that predicts these 
types of galaxies -- how you actually go 
about forming one of these things is com-
pletely unknown,” Merritt said.

For the study, the researchers used the 
NASA/European Space Agency’s Hubble 
Space Telescope and several other obser-
vatories.

Hubble helped to accurately confirm 
the distance of NGC 1052-DF2 to be 65 
million light-years and determined its size 
and brightness. 

Based on these data the team discov-
ered that the newly discovered galaxy is 
larger than the Milky Way, but contains 
about 250 times fewer stars, leading it to be 
classified as an ultra diffuse galaxy.

“I spent an hour just staring at this im-

age,” van Dokkum said as he recalled first 
seeing the Hubble image of NGC 1052-DF2. 

“This thing is astonishing: a gigantic 
blob so sparse that you see the galaxies be-
hind it. It is literally a see-through galaxy,” 
he added. 

Further measurements of the dynami-
cal properties of 10 globular clusters orbit-
ing the galaxy allowed the team to infer an 
independent value of the galaxies mass. 

This mass is comparable to the mass of 
the stars in the galaxy, leading to the conclu-
sion that NGC 1052-DF2 contains at least 
400 times less dark matter than astrono-
mers predict for a galaxy of its mass, and 
possibly none at all. 

This discovery is unpredicted by current 
theories on the distribution of dark matter 
and its influence on galaxy formation.

The discovery of NGC 1052-DF2 dem-
onstrates that dark matter is somehow sep-
arable from galaxies. This is only expected 
if dark matter is bound to ordinary matter 
through nothing but gravity.

Meanwhile, the researchers already 
have some ideas about how to explain 
the missing dark matter in NGC 1052-
DF2. 

Did a cataclysmic event such as the 
birth of a multitude of massive stars sweep 
out all the gas and dark matter? Or did the 
growth of the nearby massive elliptical 
galaxy NGC 1052 billions of years ago play 
a role in NGC 1052-DF2’s dark matter de-
ficiency? These ideas, however, still do not 
explain how this galaxy formed. 

To find an explanation, the team is 
already hunting for more dark-matter 
deficient galaxies as they analyse Hubble 
images of 23 ultra-diffuse galaxies -- three 
of which appear to be similar to NGC 1052-
DF2.

New Delhi, March 28 (India Science Wire): Eggshells 
are among the most commonly discarded kitchen 
waste. Now scientists are putting eggshells to some 
novel use – drug delivery – by deriving nanoparticles 
out of them.

A team of scientists at the Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT) Madras have developed a method 
to use eggshells for synthesizing nanoparticles. These 
nanoparticles could be potential candidates for local 
drug delivery as well as a material for bone grafts.

Nanoparticles are extremely tiny particles which 
can be customized for various biomedical applica-
tions like diagnostics, drug delivery etc. Researchers 
feel eggshell-derived nanoparticles may be suitable 
for use in humans as they have tested biocompat-
ibility of calcium phosphate cement made from 
eggshells as dental implants in preliminary studies 
in humans. However, eggshell-derived nanoparticles 
are yet to be tested in humans.

Using microwaves, scientists synthesized carbon-
ated calcium deficient hydroxyapatite (ECCDHA) 
nanoparticles from egg waste. These nanoparticles 
are similar to human bone in mineral composition.

“ Hydroxyapatite is a major mineral base of hu-
man bone and is one of the most studied biomaterials 
for more than half a century. However, synthetic hy-
droxyapatite drastically varies from biological apatite 
found in human bone. “

In order to check drug delivery efficacy of these 
nanoparticles, researchers compared them with 
synthetic hydroxyapatite nanoparticles and found 
them to be more efficient. They are better in loading 
and releasing drugs in a sustained manner compared 
to the synthetic nanoparticles. A higher drug-loading 
capacity means lesser quantity of nanoparticle mate-
rial is needed for drug delivery.

The efficacy of these particles was analyzed using 
an antibiotic as a test drug. “Apart from their abil-
ity to deliver the antibiotic, eggshell derived apatite 
nanoparticles also showed higher amount of bovine 

serum albumin (BSA) protein delivery, which means 
they may be employed for delivering growth factors 
for bone regeneration”, Prof. Sampath Kumar, who led 
the team, told India Science Wire.

In addition to drug delivery, the presence of ions 
like strontium, magnesium, fluoride and sodium in 
small amounts in these nanoparticles makes them 
potentially useful as graft materials for bone regen-
eration. “Since these eggshell derived particles are 
very similar to human bone with respect to their 
mineral composition, we propose that these may be 
potential candidates for bone substitutes and may be 
used for treatment of infections associated with bone 
loss,” said Kumar.

Hydroxyapatite is a major mineral base of human 
bone and is one of the most studied biomaterials 
for more than half a century. However, synthetic 
hydroxyapatite drastically varies from biological 
apatite found in human bone. It lacks the trace ele-
ments, which are highly essential for bone growth 
and remodeling. “Hydroxyapatite with chemical 
composition similar to biological apatite would be 
beneficial for bone applications”, pointed out Dr. M 
Ramalingam, co-author of the study.

The research team has tested eggshell derived 
calcium phosphate cements in humans. “Prelimi-
nary clinical studies with six patients have indicated 
clinical efficacy of eggshell derived cements in treat-
ing bone (dental) defects, demonstrating complete 
resorption with new bone formation”, Kumar said. 
These studies suggest that the eggshell nanoparticles 
have better physical and biological properties than 
synthetically derived ones.

(The team included R. Jayasree, K. Madhumathi, 
Rakesh P. Nankar, Mukesh Doble, and T. S. Sampath 

Kumar at IIT Madras; Deepti Rana and Murugan 
Ramalingam from CMC Vellore. The study 

has been published in Journal of Nanoscience 
and Nanotechnology and was funded by the 

Department of Biotechnology (DBT). )

NASA’s Kepler spacecraft used the same 
method to spot more than 2,600 confirmed 
exoplanets, most of them orbiting faint 
stars 300 to 3,000 light-years away

“We learned from Kepler that there are 
more planets than stars in our sky, and now 
TESS will open our eyes to the variety of 
planets around some of the closest stars,” 
said Paul Hertz, Astrophysics Division Di-

rector at NASA Headquarters. 
“TESS will cast a wider net than ever be-

fore for enigmatic worlds whose properties 
can be probed by NASA’s upcoming James 
Webb Space Telescope and other missions,” 
Hertz said. 

TESS will concentrate on stars less than 
300 light-years away and 30 to 100 times 
brighter than Kepler’s targets, NASA said.



Kohima, March 29 (EMN): Esa Warriors and Diphu XI won 
their respective quarterfinal matches and moved into the 
semi-finals of the ongoing 9th edition of Silver Cup T-20 
Cricket Tournament organised by the youth department 
of Nepali Baptist Church Kohima at Jakhama local ground 
on Thursday. 

In the first match between Esa Warriors and Silver-
Backs, two overs each were deducted from both the in-
nings as disciplinary actions, the organisers informed. 
Warriors defeated SilverBacks by 54 runs. 

Warriors elected to bat and set a target of 129 runs los-
ing 8 wickets. Mosuf Sha contributed 36 runs and Phanin-
dra, 21 runs. For SilverBacks, Thungchamo and Saurav 
claimed three wickets each.

Chasing the target, SilverBacks were all out for 74 runs 
in 16.2 overs. Rajesh, with 20 and Sonu with 14 runs were 
the highest scorers. Hanilong claimed four wickets for the 
Warriors. Mosuf was declared man of the match. 

In the match, visitors Diphu XI defeated Royal Tor-
niquets by 5 wickets. Tourniquets, electing to bat, set its 
opposition a target of 99. They were all out inside 16 overs. 
Mridul took 4 wickets for Diphu.

The chase lasted 18.1 overs as Dihpu rode on knocks of 
32 and 23 runs by Rahul and Jintu to secure victory.  Mridul 
was declared man of the match.

QF MATCHES FOR MARCH 31
Kohima Hornbills vs Woodland CC @   8:30AM

Bokajan CC vs Valour CC @ 12:00

Rio de Janeiro, March 29 
(IANS): Former Brazil and 
Real Madrid defender Ro-
berto Carlos believes Ney-
mar has what it takes to be 
the best footballer in the 
world, even while Cristiano 
Ronaldo and Lionel Messi 
are still playing.

The 44-year-old on 
Wednesday took to so-
cial media to deny me-
dia reports in which he 
was quoted as saying that 
Neymar could only be the 
top-ranked player when 
Ronaldo and Messi retire, 
reports Xinhua news 
agency. Carlos also re-
jected having said that 
Brazil are not favou-
rites to win the World 
Cup, which begins in 
Russia on June 14.

"I want to clarify 
that at no time did 
I say that Brazil was 
not a favourite for the 
World Cup and that 
Neymar would not be 
the world's best play-
er against Cristiano 
Ronaldo and (Lio-
nel) Messi," 
C a r l o s 
wrote in 
an Ins-
tagram 
p o s t . 

"What I actually said is that 
Brazil looks strong enter-
ing the competition and 
shares favouritism with 
other teams from Europe 
and South America, as al-
ways," he added.

"I'm Brazilian and ... 
I'll never have anything 
but praise for our national 
team. Neymar is one of the 
best players on the planet 
and has every possibility of 
becoming the best in the 
world, against anybody. 

It's up to 
him."

Kolkata, March 29 (IANS): 
Defending champions 
Bengal will be up against 
Karnataka while Kerala 
and Mizoram will clash 
in a battle of two in-form 
teams in the semi-finals 
of the national football 
championship for the 
72nd Santosh Trophy here 
on Friday.

K a r n a t a k a ,  w h o 
bagged the Santosh Tro-
phy last time in 1968-69 
as Mysore, topped Group 
B with wins over Goa, Odi-
sha and Mizoram. "We 
have young players hun-
gry to play and keen to 
win. 

Now that  we have 
reached the semi-finals, 
anything can happen," 
Karnataka coach P. Mu-
ralidharan said.

Karnataka's success in 
the competition has been 
based on their dogged 
determination and defen-
sive organisation, which 
make up for their lack of 

fire power upfront as they 
will be up against a side 
who have been a record 
32-time champions.

"Several players of 
Karnataka appear in the 
second division league. 
They are physically domi-
nant, fast, strong and will 
be a good opponent. It is 
for us to achieve a posi-
tive result," Bengal coach 
Ranjan Chowdhury said.

An exciting contest 
will be on the cards when 
Kerala and Mizoram lock 
horns at the Mohun Bagan 
ground. Five-time cham-
pions Kerala have domi-
nated proceedings in the 
final round of the compe-
tition and are one of the 
hot favourites to win the 
tournament which has 
lost its sheen in recent 
times.

The Satheevan Balan-
coached side is not only 
the highest scoring side in 
the competition but they 
also hold the best defen-

sive record. Kerala have 
scored 15 goals enroute 
to the semi-final and just 
conceded once. However, 
Mizoram are not a side to 
write off easily, and Ba-
lan has warned his side 
against complacency.

"Mizoram is one of the 
best teams in the tourna-
ment. I believe it be an 
intense match with a lot of 
pressure," said Balan. Ker-
ala last won the Santosh 
Trophy in 2005, and will 
fancy their chances of a 
first title in the current de-
cade if they can overcome 
the north easterners.

Mizoram, have shown 
improvement with each 
game. Although they lost 
their last Group B match 
against Karnataka, but 
they rested as many as 
eight of their regular start-
ers, in a bid to keep them 
fresh. All of them will be 
handed starts in the semi-
final.

Mizoram coach Lal-

sangzuala Hmar has made 
it clear that he would be 
expecting a challenging 
encounter with Kerala, 
but he is unfazed by the 
pedigree of the southern 
outfit. This will probably 
be a open game, with two 
coaches who prefer free-
flowing attacking football. 

"We have a lot of re-
spect for Kerala but we 
are ready to face them. We 
need to keep our compo-
sure and I am positive that 
the players will rise to the 
occasion," he said. The 
Mizoram Premier League 
winning coach hopes that 
his side can recover in 
time and turn up with the 
goods against Kerala who 
have had the luxury of an 
extra day to recover before 
the big fixture.

"It isn't the ideal re-
covery period before a big 
game but we are going 
to keep that aside and 
focus on the job ahead," 
he added.

Dubai, March 29 (IANS): 
Stung by the ball tamper-
ing saga involving Aus-
tralian players, the Inter-
national Cricket Council 
(ICC) on Thursday an-
nounced it will undertake 
a wide-ranging review into 
player behaviour, the Code 
of Conduct and the frame-
work for penalties on of-
fences in order to bring a 
long-term positive impact 
on the game.

The ICC said the review 
will bring together some 
well respected former and 
current players along with 
the Cricket Committee, the 
MCC and match officials 
as it considers the current 
offences in the code and 
the sanctions as well as 
how to make the spirit of 
the game a more integral 
part of that code.

"We need to move on 
from the last few weeks but 
not in the hope that people 
will just forget about it, 
but by taking positive ac-
tion and ensuring fans 
around the world can rely 

on cricket to do the right 
thing," ICC CEO David 
Richardson said.

Richardson said the 
review gives the ICC an op-
portunity to "shape what 
the game looks like in the 
21st century and reset 
the standards expected of 
player behaviour and com-
municate expectations of 
them clearly and without 
ambiguity". 

"It will focus on two 
things, firstly the Code of 
Conduct, reviewing the 
levels of offence based on 
seriousness, more clearly 
defining the conduct that 
constitutes each offence 
and reviewing the sanc-
tions that should apply to 
each," he said.

"Secondly, we will con-
sider the development of a 
spirit of cricket code which 
will define more clearly 
what it actually means 
to play the game in this 
day and age with a view 
to establishing a culture of 
respect in the game for the 
long term."

12 SPORTS
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Friday, March 30, 2018

CM
YK

Printed and published by Vimenuo Keditsu for Nagaland Free Press Society at Eastern Publication House, Circular Road, Dimapur. Executive Editor: K.Wapong Longkumer. TEL NOS.: 246001, 225507 (DIMAPUR), 2291977 (KOHIMA). FAX: (03862) 245558 (DIMAPUR) 
EMAIL: easternmirror@gmail.com | RNI No. NAGENG/2002/07906

FOR ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES: DIMAPUR OFFICE: 03862-225507 FAX: 03862-225525  EMAIL: easternadvt@gmail.com  | KOHIMA OFFICE: 0370-2291977 / CIRCULATION: TEL: +91 7085065125

 Former captain takes responsibility in emotional press conference
	David Warner and Cameron Bancroft also apologise

Devastated Steve Smith breaks down during apology Esa Warriors 
and Diphu XI 
enter semi-finals

Neymar can 
outshine 
Ronaldo, Messi – 
Roberto Carlos

Santosh Trophy: Bengal challenge for 
Karnataka; Mizoram up against Kerala 

ICC to review player 
behaviour, code of conduct

KTC meeting on March 31 
Australia coach Darren 
Lehmann quits job

SILVER CUPAUSTRALIAN BALL-TAMPERING SCANDAL 

Australian Cricket Captain Steve Smith reacts during a press conference at Sydney International Airport in Sydney, Thursday, March 29, 2018.
AP/PTI

Australia's coach Darren Lehmann, reacts as he speaks, 
during a media conference in Johannesburg, South Africa, 
Thursday, March 29, 2018.

AP/PTI

Sydney/Perth, March 
29 (PTI): Steve Smith on 
Thursday fought back sobs 
as he claimed full responsi-
bility for the ball-tampering 
scandal that destroyed his 
reputation, while David 
Warner and Cameron Ban-
croft also offered their apol-
ogies for the scandal that 
plunged Australian cricket 
into turmoil.

With father Peter by his 
side, a visibly broken Smith 
faced an eager media after 
touching down in Sydney 
and broke down more than 
once while seeking forgive-
ness for plotting the now 
infamous ball-tampering 
episode in the third Test 
against South Africa in 
Cape Town.

"As captain of the Aus-
tralian cricket team, I take 
full responsibility. I made a 
serious error of judgement 
and now I understand the 
consequences. It was a fail-
ure of my leadership," the 
28-year-old Smith, who 
has been banned for a year 
by Cricket Australia, said 
while trying hard to keep 
his composure in a packed 
press conference.

Apologies also came in 
from Warner, declared the 
chief plotter, and Bancroft, 
the man who was entrusted 
the job of tampering the 
ball with a sand paper.

However, the three 
players did not say whether 
they will appeal against the 
bans imposed on them. 
The most dramatic images 
poured in from the Sydney 
airport where Smith faced 
questions for his actions 
in a five-minute press con-
ference, comforted by his 
father every time he broke 
down.

"I will do everything 
I can to make up for my 
mistake and the damage 
it has caused. If any good 
can come through this, if 
there can be a lesson to 
others, I hope I can be a 
force for change. I know I 
will regret this for the rest 
of my life. I am absolutely 
gutted," said Smith. Smith 
and his deputy Warner 
were slapped with similar 
bans for their role in the 
incident. Opener Bancroft 
has been handed a nine-
month suspension. Smith 
will not be considered for a 
leadership role until a year 
after his ban ends, while 
Warner has been ruled out 
of captaincy forever.

"I apologise for my part 
and take responsibility for 
it. I understand the distress 
this has caused the sport 
and its fans. It’s a stain on 
the game we all love and 
I have loved since I was a 

boy," Warner posted on his 
Twitter page.

The 31-year-old, who 
can still play club cricket, 
said he needs time to re-
assess his future. "I need 
to take a deep breath and 
spend time with my family, 
friends and trusted advisers. 
You will hear from me in a 
few days," he added.

In Perth, Bancroft also 
faced the media and sought 
pardon for denying using 
the sand paper when the 
controversy first broke out. 
"I want to say that I'm very 
sorry ... I'm very disappoint-
ed and I regret my actions ... 
It is something I will regret 
for the rest of my life," the 
opener stated.

"I lied. I lied about the 
sandpaper. I panicked in 
that situation and I'm very 
sorry ... I feel like I've let ev-
eryone down in Australia," 
he said.

Smith hoped that for-
giveness would come along 
in time, saying the past few 
days have left him abso-
lutely gutted. "I hope in 
time, I can earn back respect 
and forgiveness. I have been 
so privileged and honoured 
to captain the Australian 
cricket team. Cricket is the 
greatest game in the world. 
It has been my life and I 
hope it can be again. I am 
sorry and absolutely dev-
astated." 

Smith refused to blame 
any of the other players in-
volved, saying he can only 
blame himself at the mo-
ment. "Good people make 

mistakes. I have made a big 
mistake by allowing this 
to happen. It was a huge 
error of judgement on my 
part and I am sorry. To my 
knowledge this is the first 
time I have seen this hap-
pened. I can assure you it 
will never be happening 
again," he said.

"I don't blame any-
one. I am the captain of 
the Australian team, I take 
responsibility of what hap-
pened last Saturday in Cape 
Town," he added.

Before being escorted 
out, Smith hoped that his 
fate serves as a warning to 
anybody trying to attempt 
wrongdoing on the field. 
"... (when) you think about 
making a questionable de-
cision you should think 
about people who will be 
affected. You are affecting 
your parents and to see 
my old man's pain (breaks 
down)," he said.

"(To see) My mum it 
hurts. I can't remember 
what I was saying. I just 
want to say sorry for the 
pain I have caused to the 
Australian public. I am truly 
sorry," he said sobbing.

All the banned cricket-
ers were sent home before 
the fourth Test in Johannes-
burg and have been barred 
from domestic cricket at 
this point. However, they 
have been told to do 100 
hours voluntary service in 
community cricket.

The 25-year-old Ban-
croft, whose eight-Test 
old career has been tarred 

Johannesburg, March 29 
(IANS): Australia cricket team 
head coach Darren Lehmann 
on Thursday announced his 
resignation, saying the fourth 
Test against hosts South Africa 
starting on Friday will be his 
last match in charge of the 
team.

The 48-year-old was on 
Wednesday cleared of any 
wrongdoing in the ball-tam-
pering scandal.

"Saying goodbye to the 
players was the toughest thing 
I've ever had to do," Lehm-
ann, who won two ICC World 
Cups in 1999 and 2003 as a 
player, was quoted as saying 
by cricket.com.au.

Australia's team culture 
has come under fire in the 
wake of the scandal that sent 
shock waves through cricket-
ing world, from the way the 
team behaves on the field to 
the way they are perceived by 
the public.

Lehmann was installed 
as head coach in June 2013, 
just weeks out from the Ashes 
series in England after CA 
sacked South African Mick-
ey Arthur, who oversaw the 
'homeworkgate' affair in In-
dia, which led to four players 
being suspended.

He coached Australia to 
three Ashes series wins over 
traditional rivals England. 

by the incident, said he 
would try hard to make a 
comeback. "The thing that 
breaks my heart the most is 
that I've given up my spot 
in the team for free. People 
know I worked so hard to 
get to this point in my ca-
reer and to have given up 
that chance for free is dev-
astating," he said.

"It's going to be a really 
long road particularly for 
myself to earn that respect 
back but for me that's the 
most important thing," he 
added.

Bancroft also asserted 
that he had not tampered 
with the ball before. "I have 
never ever been involved 
in tampering with the ball 
(before) and it clearly com-
promises my values and 
what I stand for as a player 
and as a person," he said.

Besides being banned 
by their Board, they were 
also barred from the In-
dian Premier League this 
season. Smith and Warner 
were to captain Rajasthan 
Royals and Sunrisers Hy-
derabad respectively this 
season but lost not just 
their leadership roles but 
also the chance to play in 
the event starting April 7.

Under Lehmann, Australia also won their fifth 
World Cup title in 2015 at home.

Asked his proudest achievement as head 
coach, Lehmann, whose contract was supposed 
to run till the end of 2019, said: "I would say the 
way we dealt with Philip Hughes's passing." 

The left-handed batsman died on Novem-
ber 27 died aged 25 after a delivery struck him 
on the back of his head during a domestic game. 
"We're only playing a game."

D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  2 9 
(EMN): The Kohima Town 
Club (KTC) has convened 
a meeting on March 31 at 
Kohima local ground. A 
press release from the KTC 
on Thursday informed that 
the meeting will begin at 
4 pm. 

Discussions will in-
volve the forthcoming ‘ref-
eree clinic’ and the second 
season of Kohima Football 
League, it was informed. 
All the club members have 
been asked to attend the 
meeting. 

The last day for regis-
tration to the referee clinic, 
which will be held from 
April 3 to 7th, is March 31 
before 2 pm. “Interested 
football clubs within Ko-
hima district willing to take 
part in the 2nd edition of 
Kohima Football League 
can contact the Kohima 
Town Club (KTC). Club(s) 
can register themselves on 
or before March 31 before 
2 pm at Sports Paradise, Ri-
iluo Market, Old Tata Park-
ing, below North Police 
Station, Kohima,” it stated. 

Kohima Hornbills vs Woodland CC


