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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
Please... I didn't mean it in 
Nagamese... I don't even 
know Nagamese... I know 

only Hindi...please co...guruji. 

Avoid popularity;  
it has many snares,  
and no real benefit. 

~ William Penn
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 29° 16°
Agartala 36° 22°
Gangtok 25° 10°
Guwahati 33° 18°
Imphal 28° 13°

Itanagar 28° 16°
Shillong 20° 11°
Delhi 38° 20°
Kolkata 38° 26°
Chennai 36° 27°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 22.7° 11.6°
DIMAPUR 33° 19.5°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 72%
DIMAPUR NIL 93%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Smart city: Takeoff after 
project review on March 28

Rural housing: Govt. targets 
construction of 8500 houses

‘Fire and emergency 
services at every 
ADC headquaters’  

FOOD SECURITY: Coverage 
spreads to 14 lakh beneficiaries

PAN-Aadhaar linking deadline 
extended to June 30 – CBDT

Mamata presents one-to-one 
template for Lok Sabha elections  

Russia vows 'harsh response' to dipomats’ expulsion

Kerala cops given lessons 
to improve 'behaviour'

    

EntErtainmEnt SportS

Anushka Sharma in Forbes 30 
Under 30 Asia 2018 list | P10

ASSEMBLY SESSION 2018-19: THE DAY AFTER

Zverev wins another three-setter to 
reach Miami fourth round |  P12

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 27 (EMN): 
Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio will  be reviewing 
the Kohima Smart City 
project plan on March 28, 
after which the project 
is expected to take off. 
This was informed by the 
minister in charge of Mu-
nicipal Affairs, Metsubo 

Jamir in the assembly on 
March 26.

Jamir was replying to 
a clarification sought by 
opposition NPF legislator 
Keneizhakho Nakhro who 
moved the cut motion to 
the demand for grants for 
2018-19 under Munici-
pal Administration in the 
state. 

Stating that a good 
amount of fund has been 
released for said project 
but with no visible work 
on ground, Nakhro ques-
tioned as to how the 
project was to be brought 
about. 

Jamir said he met with 
the department officials 
after recently taking over 

and informed the House 
that an amount of INR 107 
cr. was allocated for the 
project, which is yet to be 
utilised.

He said the Smart City 
project plan will be re-
viewed by Chief Minister 
Rio on March 28 and after 
finalisations, the project 
will be implemented.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 27 (EMN): The de-
partment of Food and Civil Supplies 
which implements the National Food 
Security Act 2013 (NFSA) since 2016, 
is reported to be covering a total 
14,03,579 beneficiaries across the 
state. The NFSA aims to provide food 
and nutritional security at affordable 
prices to eligible beneficiaries. 

Records from the department’s 
annual administrative report (2017-
18) revealed that there are 14,03,579 
total beneficiaries covered under 
Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) and 
Priority Household (PHH) categories 
of the scheme.

11,93,922 total population is cov-
ered under the PHH scheme against 
2,37,434 PHH ration cards. Under 

this scheme, each beneficiary is pro-
vided 5 kg of rice at the rate of INR 3 
per kg. Whereas, 2,09,657 people are 
covered under AAY against 47,500 ra-
tion cards. The AAY scheme provides 
each household with 35 kg of rice at 
the rate of INR 3 per kg.

The report states that monthly 
allocation of food grains from the 
central pool under the NFSA 2013 is 
5969.61 MT of rice under PHH and 
1622.50 MT of rice under AAY. As per 
the department, there are 76 public 
distribution centres (PDCs) and 1622 
fair price shops (FPSs) in the state.

The district-wise distribution of 
the total population covered under 
the PHH and AAY together is: 295843 
under Dimapur, 55974 under Kiphire, 
134320 under Kohima, 39044 under 

Longleng, 145431 under Mokokc-
hung, 192909 under Mon, 59660 un-
der Peren, 114020 under Phek, 149634 
under Tuensang, 110354 under Wok-
ha and 106390 under Zunheboto.

Meanwhile, the department also 
highlighted that as per central gov-
ernment policy, each district is to 
have one Food Storage Depot (FSD) 
of the Food Corporation of India 
(FCI), however, there are only four 
FSDs in the state, besides one owned 
by the CWC and state-owned depart-
mental godowns in various districts. 
The four FSDs are located at Dimapur 
(CWC and FCI owned) with 10134 
MT storage capacity, and one each 
in Mokokchung, Tuensang and Mon 
ranging from 2200 to 2500 MT ca-
pacities.

Kohima Bureau
K o h i m a ,  M a r c h  2 7 
(EMN): The importance 
of fire and emergency 
services was highlighted 
in the state assembly on 
the last day of the budget 
session on Monday when 
opposition MLA Picto 
raised concern that there 
was no fire service in his 
constituency’s Atoizu 
ADC headquarter.

The MLA pointed out 
that as per government 
policy, fire and emer-
gency services should be 
established at every ADC 
headquarters. However, 
he said there was no fire 
station in Atoizu town.

C h i e f  M i n i s t e r 
Neiphiu Rio agreed that 
fire services should be 
available in all the town-
ships or in crowded habi-
tations across the state. 
Empathising with the 
concern raised by the op-
position MLA, the chief 
minister stated that the 
reason behind the serv-
ice not reaching to all the 
administrative centres 
could be due to state re-
source constraints. 

He assured that as per 
the resource available, 
fire services would be ex-
tended to all the required 
places.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 27 (EMN):  An 
amount of INR 11492 lakh has been 
proposed for construction of 8500 
rural houses in Nagaland during 
2018-19 under the Pradhan Mantri 
Awaas Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-G) 
scheme.

The PMAY-G is a centrally spon-
sored scheme (CSS) aimed at pro-
viding housing to the people living 
in rural areas. With the objective 
to address the gap in rural housing 
and in view of the governments’ 
commitment to provide ‘Housing 
For All’ by 2022, the erstwhile In-
dira Awaas Yojana (IAY) scheme has 
been re-structured into PMAY-G in 
2016. 

The scheme aims to provide a 
‘pucca’ house with basic amenities 
to all houseless households and 
households living in ‘kutcha’ and 
dilapidated houses by 2022. The 
immediate objective is to cover one 
cr. households living in ‘kutcha’/
dilapidated houses in the three years 
from 2016-17 to 2018-19 and ensure 
construction of quality houses using 
local materials, designs and masons 
specially trained in quality work-
manship.

In 2017-18, against a projected 
amount of INR 7388.227 lakh, an 
amount of INR 1610.507 lakh was 
reported to have been made avail-
able for implementation of PMAY-G 
programme in the state, i.e., Centre 
share INR 988.38 lakh and state share 
INR 612.127 lakh. Out of the total 
available fund, 4237 houses are to be 
constructed in the rural areas.

The above information was con-
tained in the annual administrative 
report of the Rural Development 
department for 2017-18 which was 
tabled in the state assembly on Mon-
day by Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio.

The report stated that for houses 
to become homes, adequate care for 
adopting a habitat approach through 
convergence is proposed, by provid-
ing permanent shelter so that migra-
tion to urban areas is expected to be 
reduced substantially.

The RD department stated to 
be aiming to implement the pro-
gramme through the Village Devel-
opment Boards (VDBs) by providing 
durable shelters. Construction of the 
houses will be done by beneficiaries 
themselves. Under convergence, 
the beneficiary can avail wage of 95 
mandays from MGNREGA for con-
struction of house.

“Under the scheme, for the pur-
pose of monitoring, technical sup-
port and maintenance of MIS for 
PMAY-G houses etc. 4% administra-
tive cost has been earmarked to be 
shared between the centre and state 
on ratio of 90:10 basis. Out of this 4% 
of fund, 0.5% will be retained at the 
state level and the remaining 3.50% 
to be released to the districts,” the 
report stated.

However, the Union Minister of 
State for Development of North East-
ern Region, Jitendra Singh had on 
February 17, 2018 announced that 
the centre has decided to fully fund 
various central projects being imple-
mented in the Northeast, instead of 
the 90:10 pattern. 

New Delhi, March 27 (PTI): The Central Board of Direct 
Taxes (CBDT) today extended the deadline for the PAN-
Aadhaar linking to June 30. The policy-making body of 
the tax department issued an order extending the dead-
line from the current last date of March 31.

The order said the deadline for PAN-Aadhaar linking 
for filing I-T returns is being extended after "considera-
tion of the matter". It is understood that the latest order 
by the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has come in 
the backdrop of the Supreme Court, earlier this month, 
directing extension of the March 31 deadline for linking 
Aadhaar with various other services.

The apex court ordered for the extension in the 
deadline till the five-judge constitution bench delivers 
its judgment on petitions challenging the validity of the 
biometric scheme and the enabling law. This is a fourth 
extension given by the government for individuals to 
link their Permanent Account Number (PAN) with their 
biometric ID (Aadhaar).

The government has now made quoting of Aadhaar 
mandatory for filing income tax returns (ITRs) as well as 
obtaining a new PAN. Section 139 AA (2) of the Income 
Tax Act says that every person having PAN as on July 1, 
2017, and eligible to obtain Aadhaar, must intimate his 
Aadhaar number to the tax authorities.

As per updated data till March 5, over 16.65 crore 
PANs, out of the total about 33 crore, have been linked 
with Aadhaar. The earlier deadlines for linking the two 
databases were July 31, August 31 and December 31, 
2017, with the last being March 31 this year.

New Delhi, March 27 (IANS): West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee on Tuesday initiated efforts 
to forge a common front against the BJP in the next 
Lok Sabha elections meeting leaders including NCP 
chief Sharad Pawar and BJP's ally Shiv Sena in a bid to 
ensure one-to-one contest against the ruling alliance 
throughout the country.

Banerjee, who has had a long innings in the Lok 
Sabha, visited Parliament house and also met leaders 
of other parties including Telangana Rashtra Samithi 
(TRS) chief K. Chandrasekhar Rao's daughter K. 
Kavitha and Lalu Prasad's daughter Misa Bharti.

MPs from Biju Janata Dal, Samajwadi Party, Rash-
triya Janata Dal (RJD) and DMK also met Banerjee.  
The Trinamool chief said she wanted to meet UPA 
Chairperson Sonia Gandhi but was told that she was 
not well. 

She appeared to have no plans to meet Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi with whom, she said, she was 
in touch through sms and over phone. Interestingly, 
Banerjee is meeting BJP rebels Shatrughan Sinha, 
Yashwant Sinha and Arun Shourie on Wednesday. 

Talking to reporters, she pitched for Samajwadi 
Party and Bahujan Samaj Party coming together in 
Uttar Pradesh and favoured the strongest party in each 
state taking the lead in taking on the BJP. "We want to 
work together. We do not want anyone should be iso-
lated. Everyone should work together. The party that is 
strong, it should do it (take the lead). If Mayawatiji and 
Akhilesh are strong in UP, they should work together. 
We should help them," she said. 

Thiruvananthapuram, 
March 27 (PTI): Facing 
heat over its alleged high-
handedness, Kerala Police 
today conducted a one 
hour compulsory train-
ing for its personnel to 
improve their professional 
behaviour.

This was in the wake 
of a series of complaints of 
harassment and excesses 
against police personnel 
in the name of traffic regu-
lations, highway patrol-
ling, vehicle checks and so 
on. The training was held 
based on a circular of DGP 
Loknath Behera, issued to 
district police chiefs.

Moscow, March 27 (IANS): Rus-
sia on Tuesday accused the US 
of pressuring Western countries 
to carry out mass expulsion of 
its diplomats in response to an 
alleged nerve agent attack on a 
former spy living in the UK and 
said Moscow will respond "harsh-
ly" to the decision.

Russian Foreign Minister Ser-
gei Lavrov accused the US of 
"colossal blackmail" and said 
there were "few independent 
countries" left in modern Europe, 
Tass news agency reported.

Russian Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Sergei Ryabkov said that 
"Moscow will respond harshly 
to the move by Washington and 
a number of Western countries 
and added that "the US had once 
again directed false accusations 
at Russia", and that it "threatened 
and attempted to turn everything 
upside down", Sputnik news 
agency reported.

However, she also stressed 
Moscow would not abandon stra-
tegic stability talks with Washing-
ton. The US on Monday ordered 
the expulsion of 60 Russian diplo-
mats, joining governments across 

Europe in punishing the Kremlin 
for the nerve agent attack on 
former Russian spy Sergei Skripal 
and his daughter Yulia that they 
blamed on Moscow. 

So far, a total of 25 nations 
have announced the expulsion 
of 140 Russian diplomats which 
is thought to be the largest in 
history. Skripal and Yulia suffered 
the chemical attack in Salisbury 
on March 4 and were in a serious 
but stable condition in hospital. 
British officials identified the 
chemical as Novichok, a nerve 
agent developed by Russia during 
the Cold War.

The US called the 60 Russian 
officials "spies", including a dozen 
based at the UN, and told Mos-
cow to shut down its consulate in 
Seattle, which would end Russian 
diplomatic representation on the 
West Coast. Britain expelled 23 
Russian diplomats last week and 
Russia ordered retaliatory expul-
sions.

Lavrov said it was inevitable 
that there would be a response to 
the mass expulsion. "Certainly, we 
will not tolerate such impudence," 
he said. The Russian Foreign Min-

ister singled out the US for blame. 
"When one or two diplomats are 
being expelled from this or that 
country, all the while whispering 
apologies in our ear, we know for 
sure that this is a result of colos-
sal pressure, colossal blackmail, 
which unfortunately is Washing-
ton's main tool now on the inter-
national area," he said.

The Russian Foreign Ministry 
is said to be drawing up a number 
of possible retaliatory measures 
for President Vladimir Putin to 
consider. Ireland was the latest 
country to order out a Russian 
diplomat. Earlier in the day, Aus-
tralia said it was throwing out two 
Russian diplomats suspected of 
being "undeclared intelligence 
officers".

President of the European 
Council Donald Tusk said the EU 
states had decided to take action 
after a meeting, held last week, 
about the Salisbury poisoning. He 
did not rule out further measures.

The EU members Germany, 
France and Poland are each to 
expel four Russian diplomats with 
intelligence agency backgrounds. 
Lithuania and the Czech Republic 

said they would expel three, and 
Denmark, Italy, Spain and the 
Netherlands two each, according 
to the Guardian. 

Estonia, Latvia, Croatia, Fin-
land, Hungary, Sweden and Ro-
mania each expelled one Russian. 
Iceland announced it would not 
be sending officials to the World 
Cup in Russia. Ukraine, which is 
not an EU member, is to expel 13 
Russian diplomats, while Alba-
nia, an EU candidate member, 
ordered the departure of two Rus-
sians from the embassy in Tirana. 
Macedonia, another EU candi-
date, expelled one Russian official.

Canada announced it was ex-
pelling four diplomatic staff serv-
ing in Ottawa and Montreal who 
the government said were spies.  
Meanwhile, Moscow's Ambas-
sador to the UN Vassily Nebenzia 
called Washington's decision a 
"very unfortunate and very un-
friendly move".

EU countries that have said 
they have no intention of expel-
ling diplomats included Austria, 
Greece and Portugal, although all 
have said they supported the UK 
and condemned the poisoning. 

World

North Korean leader Kim 
visits China — Reports | P9

A beekeeper pulls a honeycomb out of a beehive to check honey production at a bee farm in the outskirts of Jammu on Tuesday. 
PTI

What’s the buzz about?  

The Congress-led UDF 
opposition had staged a 
walkout in the state As-
sembly yesterday, alleging 
police atrocities. Two bik-
ers, not wearing helmets, 
were killed after being 
chased by highway police 
in Alappuzha district re-
cently.

A video of a Sub In-
spector verbally abusing a 
two-wheeler rider for not 
wearing helmet had also 
gone viral on social media 
recently, causing embar-
rassment to the state po-
lice.

In his circular, the DGP 
had asked the district 
police chiefs to impart 
practical training for the 
personnel to improve their 
behaviour while on duty. It 
also specifically listed the 
dos and don'ts for police 
personnel while carrying 
out vehicle checks, enforc-
ing helmets on bikers and 
patrolling. 
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Dimapur chapter: Uplifting 
women street vendors

Local contractors appeal govt. 
to promote quality work

Wokha construction 
workers ‘impeach’ member

Health camp at Yanthamo village

Wokha DC directs to clear 
building materials off road

Quarantine check post inaugurated at KidimaNPF condoles with Kenye

Mobile Lok Adalat 
programme in Dimapur

Farmers’ club launched at Phetsukiku

Entrepreneurs Associates officials with women vendors during the workshop in Dimapur on March 27.

NTCP coordination committee review meet being held at  DC’s conference hall in Dimapur on March 27

Dr. IP Khala and veterinary officials at Kidima during the inauguration of quarantine check post.

Advisor of Youth Resources and Sports, Zale Neikha (Third from left) during the first official 
meeting with department heads and subordinate officers on March 27 at Secretariat office 
in Kohima.

Four institutions receive 
tobacco free certificates

Brains meet Muscles

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  2 7 
(EMN): Having been ob-
served the plight of the 
women street vendors and 
understanding the need 
to empower them, the 
Entrepreneurs Associates 
(EA) organised a work-
shop on “Uplifting women 
street vendors – Dimapur 
chapter” on March 27 at 
their training centre, Daro-
gapathar in Dimapur. A 
press release from the EA 
updated about the pro-
gramme on Tuesday.

Around 30 women 
vendors attended the 
training to discuss issues 
and problems that ail this 

sector.
Encouraging the ven-

dors to believe in the im-
portance of their profes-
sion Master Franchisee, 
Aloha Mental Arithmetic, 
Neikule Doulo, shared that 
there are over 10 million 
street vendors in India. 
She emphasised that ven-
dors need to take their 
work seriously and give se-
rious consideration to how 
they can expand and grow.

Acknowledging the dif-
ficulties that are related to 
their profession, she said 
that they need to save for 
their future and ensure 
that they pass on the mes-

sage of dignity of labour 
even to their children and 
families, creating rippling 
changes. 

Speaking on ethical 
business, Neikule stressed 
that ‘all businesses need 
to be honest in their deal-
ings so that they can win 
the trust of people around 
them and earn regular 
customers.’

Perceiving the need to 
train them on better cus-
tomer service to invigorate 
their businesses, Susan Ela 
James, the lead trainer of 
EA shared some tips about 
how to win customers. She 
elaborated the need of 

providing better services 
which is the only win to 
make businesses grow. 

She suggested that ‘a 
smile can even go a long 
way to win over people 
who can then be roped 
into relationships that can 
go a long way to gain ben-
efits in the future.’

The programme was 
an initiative undertaken by 
EA to reach out, connect 
and empower women 
street vendors across the 
state of Nagaland. Simi-
lar training sessions have 
been conducted in Ko-
hima and Pfutsero town, 
it was informed.

Dimapur, March 27 (EMN): The Nagaland 
Govt. Registered Class-1 Contractors’ 
Union (NGRC-1 CU) in its first executive 
meeting on March 27, appealed the state 
government to promote quality work by 
checking contractors and the concerned 
executing departments.

A press release from the union presi-
dent Seyiekuolie and vice president, S 
Bendang Jamir, have also appealed the 
government not to entertain deduction 
of various commissions, party fund and 
others from project fund. 

While congratulated the new PDA 
government-Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) and Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) alliance, the union 
expressed hope that the government ‘will 
be people friendly and would run the state 
of affairs as a true welfare state taken the 
state forward in all areas.’

The union stated that land owners 
should not disturb or stopped the ongo-
ing project so as to complete the project 
in time. 

Stating that contractors are getting the 
works by going through the open tender 

selection, various bidding, machinery 
requirements and others, the union said 
no individual should be awarded contract 
work just because he or she is land owner. 

It also suggested that the present 
government must strictly follow the open 
tender process so as to award the works to 
a competent contractor.

In order to check bogus contractors, it 
was stated that the union has requested 
government departments to furnish the 
names of firm and contractors, project 
and the ongoing work progress to the 
union office. 

While awarding works to contractors, 
the union urged the present government 
to give preferences to the local contrac-
tors. 

“The government has already experi-
enced huge loss and a big failure taken by 
outsider citing M/S Gayatri and Maytas 
who had miserably failed to perform 
the contract work under SARDP-NE – 
“two laning of Longleng-Chantongya 
road, Mon-Tamlu-Merangkong road, 
Phek-Pfutsero road and Zunheboto-Cha-
khabama road,” the press release stated.

Dimapur, March 27 (EMN): 
A new club called the Mhitsie 
farmers’ club of Khonoma was 
launched at Phetsukiku by Long-
mayanger, assistant chief techni-
cal officer, Krishi Vigyan Kendra 
(KVK), Kohima on March 23. 

The press release received 
on Sunday informed that the 
club members comprising of 
39 youths were engaged in car-
pentry, masonry, handicraft, 
weaving, and agriculture. The 
stakeholders were the Nagaland 
State Cooperative Bank, KVK, 

and National Bank for Agricul-
ture and Rural Development 
(NABARD).

One of the participants, 
Niekedolie Hiekha in his key-
note address highlighted the 
background and objectives of 
the club. 

Hiekha said the club aims to 
work in consultation and co-ordi-
nation with various stakeholders 
and to create atmosphere con-
sidered necessary for promoting 
income generating activities 
in the village. It will encour-

age self-employment and help 
understand financial products 
resulting in better utilization and 
repayment of bank loans, he said.

The major action points for 
the club included formation 
of activity based joint liability 
groups for bank credit linkage; 
assist banks in recovery of loans; 
facilitate the issue of soil health 
card to interested farmers; co-or-
dinate with KVK Kohima to con-
duct meet experts programmes; 
conduct activity specific training 
programmes in collaboration 

with line departments; facilitate 
farmers to open bank accounts 
including coverage under vari-
ous social security schemes; and 
facilitate their carpenters, arti-
sans, weavers and mason work-
ers to receive government issued 
identity cards. 

Prior to the launching pro-
gramme, Bendang Aier, assistant 
general manager of NABARD 
inaugurated ‘Kedojuki,’ a study 
centre for school students and 
training and production centre 
for weavers.

Dimapur, March 27 (EMN):  The President of Naga 
People’s Front Dr Shurhozelie Liezietsu, his colleagues 
and rank and file of the party are grieved to learn the 
demise of Saku Ao, father-in-law of MP (Rajya Sabha), 
KG Kenye on March 25.

In a condolence message addressed to Kenye, the 
party said Saku was one of the pioneers of Dimapur 
and a respected man and one of the few who walked 
the path of greatness and achieved glory through sheer 
hard work, tenacity and perseverance.

The party expressed that he will be fondly remem-
bered as ‘someone who influenced positively the lives 
of tens of thousands in many ways more than one.’

In his demise, the NPF said Nagaland has lost a trail-
blazer in the field of religion, business and social work. 

The party extended condolences to Kenye and 
family and prayed to the Almighty to grant solace and 
comfort. It also offered prayer for the departed soul to 
rest in eternal peace.

Dimapur, March 27 (EMN): 
The Wokha District Con-
struction Workers Society 
( WDCWS) office bearers 
has unanimously decided 
to ‘impeach’its general sec-
retary Nchumthung Tungoe 
with immediate effect for 
violating Article six of the 
society’s constitution. This 
was informed by the soci-
ety president, Subenthung 
Ngullie and general secre-
tary, Senchibemo Lotha on 
Tuesday.

The decision was stated 
to have been taken during 
an emergency meeting on 
March 26. 

‘The house minutely de-
liberated on the misused of 
power by the then general 

secretary in spite of repeat-
edly warned by the society 
to refrain from it’ the press 
release stated. 

The society condemned 
such illegal collection of 
cash in the name of the so-
ciety tarnishing the image of 
the society.

 The society has an-
nounced that henceforth, 
Nchumthung Tungoe is no 
longer the member of the 
society and requested the 
public not entertain him re-
garding the society business. 

Meanwhile, the house 
has elected Senchibemo 
Lotha as its new general 
secretary and Nyanthung 
Lotha as its joint secretary, it 
informed. 

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  2 7 
(EMN):  Deputy Com-
missioner, Wokha Dr. 
Manazir Jeelani Samoon 
has informed all in con-
cerned to clear the build-
ing materials, stone boul-
ders, stone chips, sand, 
rods and off road vehicles 
lying along NH-2 and 
other town roads within 
Wokha town obstructing 
smooth flow of traffic 

and causing blockage of 
drains along the road. 

‘The notification fur-
ther observed the en-
croachment of the town 
roads due to construction 
of footsteps by private 
house owners,’ DPRO 
report stated. 

For the stated reason, 
DC has directed all on 
concerned to clear all 
such materials, off roads 

vehicles from the road-
side and footsteps within 
seven days from the issue 
of this order. 

Violation of the or-
der will lead to seizure 
of such materials / off 
road vehicles and will be 
auctioned off and foot-
steps shall be demol-
ished by the authority 
without further notice, 
DC warned.

Dimapur, March 27 (EMN): The Indian 
Red Cross Society (IRCS), Wokha district 
branch conducted a multi specialty 
health camp at Yanthamo village (PHC 
Nyiro) covering seven villages on March 
27.

Chairman of IRCS said the camp 
aimed at facilitating patients who are un-
able to avail medical facilities at medical 
centers of the government health care 
system. 

Informing that IRCS Wokha branch 
has been organising medical camps every 
year and calling on the same to be carried 
forward, the chairman pointed out the 
need to diversify the activities of the camp 
from disbursing medicines to choosing 
doctors from across the state or country 
and organize surgical camps.

Deputy Commissioner Wokha, Dr. 
Manazir Jeelani Samoon said the main 
aim in organising such camp is to bridge 
the gap between the patients and the 
hospital especially for people living in 

remote areas. ‘Your participation shows 
your commitment and dedication to-
wards the welfare of the district,’ he said, 
while appreciating the team of doctors 
who participated in the camp. 

He further apprised that vehicles 
have been arranged for doctors to attend 
serious patients who could not attend the 
camp. He expressed optimism that IRCS 
will organize such camps in the remotest 
areas.

Multispecialty doctors including 
medicine, ENT, gynaecologist and dentist 
participated at the camp. Beside mul-
tispecialty health checkup, other vertical 
programme such us leprosy, NUBDCP 
and Aids Control Society were also in-
volved. Free HIV blood test and malaria 
blood test besides free medicine were 
given to the patients at the camp.

The Red Cross Society also provided 
water tank for PHC Nyiro and Chukitong. 
BP instrument were provided to PHC 
Wozhuro, Humtso and Elumyo.

Dimapur, March 27 (EMN): Director of 
Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Serv-
ices, Dr. IP Khala formally inaugurated a 
quarantine check post at Kidima which 
borders with Manipur on March 27.

Addressing the inaugural programme, 
the director who was also a chief guest 
said he visited the site in the year 2003 
when he was on the capacity of a veteri-
nary surgeon.

The quarantine check post would con-
trol communicable animal disease that 
can be spread to human being, he said.

Director also sought effective par-
ticipation from the citizens so that the 

department would provide medicine 
judiciously. 

The department doctor at Khuzama 
will take dual charge with Kidima, he 
informed.

Additional Director Dr. Viral Yore pre-
sented the brief history for the establish-
ment of quarantine check post at Kidima. 
He appealed to the villagers to provide 
electricity and water for adequate main-
tenance and function of check post.

 The check post will monitor and 
check the disease of animal to spread 
while transporting from one place to the 
other, he said. 

The EA mentioned that 
plight of women vendors 
on the streets of Naga-
land is often a neglected 
issue and their concerns 
continue to be forgotten 
and not taken seriously. 
Pointing out that they 
form an integral part of 
the local economy dotting 
streets and public paths, 
it said that though viewed 
as public nuisances on 
busy streets and spaces, 
they are ensuring our lo-
cal presence in the market 
places. 

In t e ra c t i o n s  w i t h 
street vendors of the past 
months have brought to 
fore the problems that the 
women face regularly as 
a part of their profession. 
Absence of proper toilet 
facilities, unregulated tax-
ations or even governing 
mechanisms, stiff com-
petition from non-local 
vendors, no proper storage 
facilities to store perish-
able wares were some of 
the issues highlighted by 
them, the press release 
stated. 

EA aims to conduct a 
follow –up programme for 
these women with poli-
cy makers, law enforcers 
and even medical profes-
sionals to assist them to 
solve their own problems 
and enable them to move 
ahead in society, it was 
informed.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  2 7 
(EMN):  The Nagaland 
Tobacco Control Pro-
gramme (NTCP) coordi-
nation committee con-
ducted a review meeting 
for the 4th quarter 2017-
18 for Dimapur district 
on March 27 at the confer-
ence hall of deputy com-
missioner in Dimapur. 
The meeting was presided 
over by the additional 
deputy commissioner, 
Sara Jamir. Update from 
DPRO informed on Tues-
day.

During the meeting, 
tobacco free certificates 
were awarded to three 
schools and one college 
including G. Mhinsiu 
School, Burma Camp; St. 
Thomas Higher Second-
ary School, Nagagaon; St. 
Francis De Sale School, 
Phiphema; and Yemhi 
Memorial College, Neoali 
Basti.

The certificates were 

handed over by ADC Sara 
Jamir, DPRO Dimapur 
Lolano Patton, Deputy 
CMO Dr. Antoly and Li-
aison Officer DMC G. 
Sharma.

Dr. C. Tetseo (DNO, 
NTCP) highlighted on 
Global Adult Tobacco 
Survey, 2016-17 through 
PowerPoint presentation. 
He reminded that tobacco 
free campaign is a con-
tinuous journey which 
needs to keep improving. 
He wished success to the 
schools and colleges in 
their campaign to make 
their institutions Tobacco 
Free Zones.

Principal of St. John 
High School Diphupar, 
Johnny Abraham while 
sharing his experienc-
es said with the awards, 
responsibilities of the 
schools / colleges in-
creases. 

Abraham suggested in 
forming a committee by 

robbing in parents, teach-
ers and members from 
village authority in order 
to create more aware-
ness amongst the children 
about the health hazards 
as a result of consuming 
tobacco items.

 Maintaining that stu-
dents are in school for a 
maximum of six hours, he 
said change should start 
from home to make to-
bacco free child, tobacco 
free family and tobacco 
free family a reality.

In her concluding re-
marks, ADC congratu-
lated all the schools and 
encouraged them to con-
tinue in their campaign. 

“If school provides to-
bacco free atmosphere 
to the children then we 
can have tobacco free 
generation very soon,” 
she said and added that 
if Dimapur district can 
be tobacco free other dis-
tricts would follow suit.

Dimapur, March 27 (EMN): The Dimapur District Legal 
Services Authority in collaboration with the Traffic Police 
Dimapur will conduct Mobile Lok Adalat / motor vehi-
cle certification programme on March 31 in Dimapur. 
Vehicle owners have been informed to bring relevant 
documents pertaining to their own vehicle. Defaulters 
will be penalised as per the Motor Vehicle Act, the noti-
fication added.
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(From L-R) JD(U) Nagaland chairman, Y Mhonbemo Humtsoe, JD(U) Nagaland president Senchumo (NSN) 
Lotha, and minister for agriculture G Kaito Aye during a felicitation programme at Hotel Japfü, Kohima, on 
March 27.

EM Images
Ramietech team with the elderly inmates of the Kohima Old Age Home at New High Court Road, 
Meriema, Kohima.

JD (U) rubbishes pre-poll agreement Ramietech Solutions reaches out to the elderly

Students do drills during mock emergency

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 27 
(EMN): President of the 
state Janata Dal (United), 
Senchumo (NSN) Lotha, 
has said that his party had 
a pre-poll understanding 
for a post-poll alliance 
with the Naga People’s 
Front (NPF) but was never 
in an agreement for a pre-
poll alliance.

“There was a pre-poll 
understanding with NPF 
for a post poll alliance, but 
there was never a pre-poll 
alliance between the two 
parties,” Lotha said while 
delivering the presidential 
address during the felici-
tation programme for the 
lone JD (U) candidate G 
Kaito Aye on March 27 at 
Hotel Japfü, Kohima. Aye 
won from 36 Satakha as-
sembly constituency seat 
by defeating NPF candi-
date Zheito Chophy and 
NDPP candidate Ghukhui 
Zhomomi.

It may be recalled that 

NPF party had slammed 
both the JD (U) and Na-
tional People’s Party (NPP) 
for deviating from their 
pre-poll agreement. The 
same was echoed by the 
former chief minister, 
TR Zeliang, on March 24 
during the first session of 
the 13th Nagaland Legis-
lative Assembly. Raising 
the issue, Zeliang said the 
both JD (U) and NPP had 
defied the pre-poll agree-
ment in clear violation of 
the age-old tradition.

Justifying his party’s 
stance, JD (U) Lotha said 
that the two parties had 
never inked for a pre-poll 
alliance.

“In politics, different 
circumstances determine 
the journey and that was 
what opted for,” Lotha as-
serted.

While congratulat-
ing the Aye for his victory, 
Lotha expressed hope 
that he (Aye) would be the 
guiding star for the party 

in the days to come.
Though the party 

could win only in one 
seat, Lotha assured that 
his party would give a 
meaningful representa-
tion by standing firm on 
what they have promised 
to the people.

JD (U) had won one 
seat out of the total 15 
candidates fielded in the 
last state assembly elec-
tion. Lotha has lauded all 
the defeated candidates 
for putting up a tough 
fight against their op-
ponents. “Due to various 
circumstances, some of 
you could not put up an 
honourable fight. But I 
am hopeful that we will 
be able to contribute 
and deliver to the people 
through the lone winning 
candidate,” he added.

Lotha reiterated that 
the JD (U) would carry 
on performing as a politi-
cal party emphasising on 
its priorities. Stating that 

Dimapur, March 27 (EMN): Ramietech 
Solutions, a IT firm operating in Kohima, 
paid a visit to the Kohima Old Age Home 
at Meriema in Kohima, on March 24.

The team was lead by CEO Kedo 
Nagi, and operations manager Azo Lozü, 
it was informed. They are said to have 
visited the home as part of the firm’s Cor-
porate Social Responsibility programme 
of the Virüüme Trust instituted by the 
firm. 

During the visit, the team interacted 

with the elderly persons of the old age 
home, followed by extension of good-
will act in the form of material essen-
tials and donation. The CEO has also 
assured to develop a CMS website and 
provide support through the same ini-
tiative.

It may be mentioned that The Ko-
hima Old Age Home, first home for the 
elderly destitute, had recently celebrated 
its 12th foundation day. It is being man-
aged by Neithonuo Liegise.

Dimapur, March 27 
(EMN): The disaster 
management cell of Ko-
hima College organised 
a joint drill on emer-
g e n c y- p re p a re d n e s s 
for Kohima College and 
TM Higher Secondary 
School in Kohima on 
March 26.

All the staff and stu-
dents of the two institu-
tions have actively par-
ticipated by diving under 
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gratitude to all the supporters of Shri R. Khing NDPP candidate, 12 
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victory during the recent 13th Nagaland State Assembly election.

And also express gratefulness to Shri Neiphiu Rio Hon’ble Chief 
Minister Nagaland for allotting vety, A,H & Women Resources Department 
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the Naga political issue is 
one of their top agendas, 
Lotha said his party would 
continue to contribute 
in the effort of finding an 
early solution.

He further asserted 
that the JD (U) Nagaland 
unit would not shy away 
from raising their voice 
against any act of corrup-
tion in the state.

Minister for agricul-
ture and Cooperation, G 
Kaito Aye has assured the 
people that there would 
be a big push in the agri-
culture and allied sector 
during his tenure.

Aye, who is part of the 
council of ministers of the 
People’s Democratic Alli-
ance government led by 
Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio, was given the charge 
of the concerned depart-
ment on March 12, five 
days after taking oath of 
secrecy on March 8.

Addressing a host of 
party workers during the 
felicitation programme, 
arranged by JD (U) in 
honour of his victory to-
day at Hotel Japfü, Aye has 
thanked the chief minister 
for entrusting him with 
the said portfolio. He has 
assured to be farmers’ 
friendly and work in the 
best of his ability to trans-
form the agri and allied 
sector.

“As a responsible par-
ty, let us be committed to 
fulfil our manifesto and 

also contribute in shap-
ing the future destiny of 
our state,” Aye said add-
ing that he would pursue 
to the fullest on whatever 
comes his way.

The veteran politician 
also advised his party and 
workers to remain vigilant 
and be “very careful” in 
all of their decisions and 
dealings, so that the image 
of the party is protected all 
the time.

“Now that we have 
become stakeholders in 
the government, I am sure 
JD(U) will have a big share 
in nation building,” he 
said.

Aye further advised 
the party leaders to be 
sensible in their approach 
and dealings and not to go 
blind as he fears he could 
be the victim of their own 
creation.

To his fellow, JD (U) 
candidates, who could 
not come out successful, 
Aye urged them not to be 
discouraged. “My victory 
is your victory,” Aye said 
adding that he would al-
ways be forthcoming to 
the party.

A host of JD (U) candi-
dates attended the func-
tion, Other candidates 
including L Temjen Jamir, 
Ramongo Lotha, N Aphao 
Konyak, H Mukam, Yang-
seo Sangtam and chair-
man of state JD (U) Y 
Mhonbemo Humtsoe also 
delivered short speeches.

Students of Kohima College participating in the drill simulating a 
disaster that was staged in the college’s campus on March 26.

their desks for cover at 
the sound of the first si-
ren alarm. At the sound 
of the second siren, the 
students, under the su-
pervision of respective 
teachers, were made to 
form into lines and fol-
low the exit routes to-
wards a ‘safe space’ ie, 
the grounds outside the 
buildings. 

Imagining falling ob-
jects, the students were 

taught to protect their 
heads with their bags, 
books etc., while mak-
ing their way to the pre-
determined evacuation 
area. 

It may also be men-
tioned that an inspection 
of the Kohima College 
classrooms were carried 
out thereafter and the 
cleanest class award was 
accordingly presented to 
BA 4th semester section B.
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Our Correspondent
Imphal, March 27 (EMN): 
In a move to integrate 
selective departments for 
an augmented and more 
sophisticated venture, 
Health and Sports depart-
ment jointly launched 
Ayush sports medicine 
during a colourful func-
tion in Imphal on Tue. 
March 27.

Health and Family 
Welfare Minister L Jayan-
takumar Singh along with 
Youth Affairs & Sports 
Minister Letpao Haok-
ip attended the formal 
launching function at 
Khuman Lampak Indoor 
Stadium in Imphal.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Health minister 
Jayantakumar said time 
has come for integrated 
effort of selective depart-
ments for an augmented 
venture. “To kick-start 

EM Images

L Jayentakumar and Letpao Haokip along with other officials launching the sports medicine in Imphal on 
Tue. March 27.

Ayush sports medicine 
launched by Manipur minister

Meghalaya ministers to take 
stock of coal mining ban

Maneka for skill development to 
rehabilitate distressed women

NFR achieve record sale of scrap

Kamakhya –Gandhidham 
express upgraded to LHB coach

Workshop on “Rehabilitation of Persons 
with Disabilities” held in Imphal

Tripura to install ‘Water ATMs’ 
in schools, railway stations

AWU students’ stir enter 22nd day; Min. says no mention of VC in Act

Don’t stereotype people from 
the northeast — BJP leader

News IN BrIef
Mizoram yet to receive INR 
24.7 cr from Centre for setting 
up only medical college in state
Aizawl, March 27 (PTI): The Centre had sanctioned 
Rs 126. 72 crore for setting up the first and only 
medical college in Mizoram but the state was yet to 
receive the entire amount, state health minister Lal 
Thanzara informed the assembly today. Replying to 
a question from Dr K. Beichhua of the opposition 
Mizo National Front (MNF), Lal Thanzara said that 
of the sanctioned amount, the state government 
was yet to receive an allocation to the tune of Rs 
24.7 crore. He said that the expenditure incurred 
for establishment of the medical college, to be 
named as Mizoram Institute of Medical Education 
and Research (MIMER), till date was Rs 18.06 crore. 
The MIMER was being established at Falkawn, near 
Aizawl and 90 per cent of the civil work such as 
construction of the building and approach roads, 
had been completed, he said.

MMR is 44 per one lakh live 
births in Assam
Guwahati, March 27 (PTI): The Maternal Mortality 
Rate (MMR) is 44 per one lakh live births and Infant 
Mortality Rate (IMR) is 300 per 1000 live births in 
Assam, the state Assembly was informed today. Re-
plying to a question of Dr Numal Momin of the BJP 
in the Assembly, Health Minister Dr Himanta Biswa 
Sarma said MMR in the state was falling since 2001-
03 when it was 490. The MMR came further down 
to 480 during 2004-06, 390 during 2007-09 and 328 
during 2010-12, he said. The IMR has also fallen 
during the period from 74 in 2001 to 44 in 2016, 
Sarma said. Strategies implemented to reduce IMR 
in the state include Facility Based New Born Care, 
New Born Care Corner, New Born Stabilisation 
Unit, Nutritional Rehabilitation Centre, Nutritional 
Counselling cum Management Centre, Paediatric 
Intensive Care Units, Home Based Newborn Care, 
the minister said.

4 minor girls missing for 6 days 
in Arunachal
Itanagar, March 27 (PTI): In a suspected child traf-
ficking case, four minor girls from Wakro area of 
Lohit district were missing for the past six days, 
police said today. It was not yet clear whether they 
had been together when they had gone missing on 
March 21 evening. Their family members feared 
that the girls in the age group of 12 to 16 could be 
victims of human trafficking, police said. A case has 
been registered at Tezu police station under IPC 
sections 363 (kidnapping) and 367 (kidnapping to 
subject person to grievous hurt, slavery) and inves-
tigation was lodged. “We request the investigating 
team to probe every possible angle in their effort to 
trace out the whereabouts of the missing girls to en-
sure their safe return to their respective homes,” the 
Cultural and Literary Society of Mishmi (CALSOM), 
a prominent social organization of the Mishmi 
community, said in a statement.  

Panaji, March 27 (IANS): 
People should not mis-
take the free nature of 
women from northeast 
India for “something 
else”, BJP leader Sunil 
Deodhar said on Mon-
day, while urging people 
not to form region-based 
stereotypes.

Deodhar, who was 
here to deliver a lecture 
on the BJP’s electoral 
success in Tripura, also 
said that youngsters from 
the northeast who are 
working in major Indian 
metros and states like 
Goa, should adapt to lo-
cal social cultures in or-
der to avoid untoward 
incidents. 

“If they (northeastern 
women) are Christians, 
they do not have an is-
sue shaking hands... This 
should not be misunder-
stood.

Do not mistake their 
free nature for something 

else. Don’t boys from here 
take drugs? Are these 
(northeastern people) 
the only ones who take 
drugs? We should not 
link a particular region 
to all this,” Deodhar said, 
when asked about unsa-
voury stereotypes about 
northeastern youngsters, 
especially women from 
the region.

“I think it is not (right) 
to think in terms of stere-
otypes. It is not right to 
make accusations like 
this. It is not right to 
create a perception like 
this,” he said, adding that 
women in the northeast 
have a lot of freedom, 
citing the matriarchal 
system existing in Meg-
halaya.

Deodhar, who has 
been credited for chalk-
ing a historic win for the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
in the recent Tripura 
elections, also said that 

youngsters who have mi-
grated outside the north-
eastern region to other 
parts of India, should 
learn to adapt to the so-
cial traditions of the place 
they migrate to.

“If  you follow the 
practices of the place you 
are in, then untoward in-
cidents do not happen,” 
he said, adding walking 
around the Aizwal market 
late at night was OK, but 
the same may not be true 
elsewhere, even Goa. 

“We are not talking 
about tourists, but it is 
about those who have 
migrated here for jobs. 
Tourists come for two-
three days, how can they 
be expected to follow the 
culture? But if foreign-
ers come to stay here for 
jobs, then it is applicable 
for them. This is also ap-
plicable to our people 
who travel abroad for 
jobs,” he said.

Dimapur, March 27 (EMN): Adding one 
more LHB rake to its fleet the Northeast 
frontier Railway has decided to upgrade 
15668/15667 Kamakhya – Gandhidham 
express from conventional to LHB coach 
from March 28 according to a press note 
from NFR, Maligaon.  Linke Hofmann 
Busch (LHB) coaches developed by Linke-
Hofmann-Busch of Germany are designed 
for an operating speed up to 160 km/h 
and could go up to 200 km/h. Their length 
of 23.54 m and a width of 3.24 m mean a 
higher passenger capacity. The coaches are 

considered to be “anti-telescopic”, which 
means they do not get turned over or flip 
in case of a collision (chiefly head-on). 
These coaches are made of stainless steel 
and the interiors are made of aluminium 
which makes them lighter as compared to 
conventional rakes. N. F. Railway already 
has nine (9) LHB of rakes running to dif-
ferent destination. The composition of 
15668/15667 Kamakhya-Gandhidham 
express is one AC hot buffet car, one  AC 
two tier,  four AC three tier, ten Sleeper 
class and two luggage cum generator car.

Dimapur, March 27 (EMN):  Northeast 
Frontier Railway, Maligaon through 
a press note stated that it launched a 
drive to make the zone free of scrap and 
achieved a sale value of INR 83.47 cr. 
which is one of the best achievements 
in recent years. During this financial 
year, 21,000 metric tons of engineering 
scrap, 45 locomotives, 96 coaches, 1100 
metric tons of bridge girders along with 
7900 metric tons  of ferrous and 902 
metric tons of non-ferrous of scrap gen-
erated from the two workshop at New 
Bongaigaon and Dibrugarh and three 

diesel shades at New Guwahati, Siliguri 
and Malda town were offered for sale.

It maybe be mentioned that the Min-
istry of Railways has laid much focus for 
cleanliness of the work area and clean 
work place environment at all places.  To 
this end, Railway has generated a system 
for disposal of scrap through e- Auction 
in fair and transparent manner. Finan-
cial targets are fixed by Railway Board for 
every year. For this current year the target 
was INR 3000 cr. which was achieved nine 
days in advance of closure of financial 
year.

Gangtok, March 27 (PTI): Union 
minister Maneka Gandhi today 
laid stress on skill development 
and entrepreneurship among 
distressed women for their reha-
bilitation.

“It is not enough to merely 
rescue women from all forms 
of harassment, but it is equally 
important to encourage skill de-
velopment in order to promote 
entrepreneurship among wom-
en,” the Union women and child 
development minister said at a 
function here.

Gandhi dwelt at length about 
the Narendra Modi government’s 
commitment to forge an inclu-
sive society by advancing gender 
equality and women’s empower-
ment. She said the ‘Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao’ campaign of the 
Centre has been one of the most 
successful initiatives.

Gandhi also spoke about the 
proposed anti-trafficking bill in 
which it was proposed that the 

Agar tala, March 27 
(PTI): The Tripura gov-
ernment is planning to 
set up ‘Water ATMs’ in 
all schools, colleges and 
railway stations to en-
sure safe drinking water 
supply, a state minister 
said today.

Replying to a calling 
attention notice in the 
state Assembly today, 
Minister for Drinking 
Water and Sanitation 
(DWS) Sudip Roy Bur-
man said the automated 
machines will dispense 
pure drinking water.

Bur man said the 
ground water level in 
the state was declining 
and rainwater would be 

harvested in the hilly 
areas, 

Re v e r s e  o s m o s i s 
water treatment plants 
would also be set up in 
key locations of Tripura.

“ We can’t  simply 
go on exploiting our 
groundwater reserves. 
It has to be used scien-
tifically,” he said.

The West Bengal gov-
ernment had launched 
a similar ‘Water ATM’ 
project earlier this year.

The minister said all 
the 8,723 habitations of 
the state are currently 
covered by safe drinking 
water supply.

However, 18 among 
them were identified as 

‘slip back’ habitations, 
which sl ipped back 
from fully covered ones. 
“We would resume wa-
ter supply in those slip 
back habitations, we are 
working with that aim.” 

On the recent out-
break of diarrhoea at 
Kadamtala-Kurti and 
Pyaricherra tea gardens 
in North Tripura district, 
Burman, who is also the 
health minister of the 
state, said it occurred 
due to consumption of 
contaminated water.

A disrupted pipeline 
had caused contami-
nation of safe drinking 
water, he said.

Guwahati, March 27 (PTI): As 
the Assam Women’s University 
student’s indefinite strike for 
a permanent vice-chancellor 
entered its 23rd day today, state 
Education Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma told the assembly 
that there is no mention of the 
post in the Assam Women’s 
University Act, 2013.

The state government has 
not violated the act as there is 
no mention of the post of vice-
chancellor in it and regular 
teachers were not appointed as 
no advertisements were given 
for the purpose, he said.

Abdul Khaleq of Congress 
had raised the issue in the as-
sembly and questioned why a 
permanent VC had not been ap-
pointed though about five years 
had passed since the University, 
the only one of its kind in the 

north east, began classes.
He also said that the govern-

ment is trying to close down the 
university when Sarma himself 
as education minister in the 
erstwhile Tarun Gogoi-led Con-
gress government had passed 
the Assam Women’s University 
Bill in 2013.

Sarma in his reply said, 
“The state government has not 
violated the Assam Women’s 
University Act as there is no 
mention of the post of vice-
chancellor in the Act.

“Tarun Gogoi was the Chief 
of the University as per the Act 
(which states chief minister 
is the head of the institution). 
Why did Gogoi not appoint a 
VC then ?” 

Stating there are no profes-
sors but assistant professors 
only on contractual and ad-hoc 

basis in the university, Sarma 
said no advertisements were 
given for appointment to the 
regular posts.

He said Assam Agricultural 
University Vice-chancellor and 
registrar have been function-
ing as the Women’s University’s 
mentor and registrar respec-
tively.

There are 74 teachers in 
the University, besides 15 non 
teaching staff on contractual 
and ad-hoc basis, Sarma said 
adding they do not receive UGC 
scale salaries.

The University has been 
witnessing indefinite stir by 
its students since March 5 for 
a permanent VC and against 
downgrading it to a technical 
institute. The students had also 
held a 36-hour hunger strike 
from March 19.

Speaker Hiten Goswami 
addressing a press meet in the 
Assembly premises appealed 
to the media to have a positive 
outlook on the subject “so that 
a negative message does not 
go out”.

Constructive discussion 
should be held on the issue 
in the House, he said adding 
the students of the University 
should withdraw their agitation.

According to AWU Students’ 
Forum President Chinmoyee 
Gogoi, the students want a 
written undertaking from the 
government on the appoint-
ment of a permanent VC and 
transforming the institute into 
a full-fledged university.

On March 23 former Tarun 
Gogoi visited the campus and 
lent his support to the agitation.

After his visit Gogoi had 

tweeted: “Assam Women’s Uni-
versity was one of my dream 
project for empowering the 
women.

It is not only a pride of As-
sam but of the whole country. 
Assam BJP Govt’s decision on 
AWU exposes the hollow prom-
ises of flagship program ‘Beti-
BachaoBetiPadhao’ “.

Protests had been held 
across upper Assam in support 
of the AWU students. Effigies 
of Chief Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal and Sarma were burnt 
and nearly 175 colleges under 
Dibrugarh University organised 
satyagraha marches.

The agitation has garnered 
support from students and 
teachers of JNU, TISS, BHU, 
NEHU, IIT-Kharagpur, Jadavpur 
University and Sikkim Univer-
sity among others.

the concept, the sports 
medicine was launched 
to provide benefit to the 
players,” says the Minis-
ter. “Medicine and sports 

always go hand in hand.”
Giving advice to the 

players to know and un-
derstand Ayush and its 
importance, he said that 

there are many sport dis-
ciplines in which mind 
concentration is very 
much required. In this 
regard, yoga may be men-

Shillong, March 27 (IANS): Meg-
halaya Chief Minister Conrad K. 
Sangma on Tuesday said the gov-
ernment would soon constitute 
a Group of Ministers (GoMs) to 
study the National Green Tribu-
nal ban on coal mining in the 
state. Sangma announced the 
decision to constitute the group 
during a meeting with the State 
Coordination Committee of Coal 
Owners and Mine Dealers Forum 
to study the current status of the 
NGT ban on coal mining in Meg-
halaya and the way forward.

Sangma said that GoMs com-
prising Mining and Geology, Law, 
Environment and Home would 
be constituted to look into the 
whole issue.

“We will understand the issue 
and take feedback of all stake-
holders and prepare a master 
plan as to how it can be taken 
forward. The issue of coal is a pri-
ority of our Government. We are 
going to look at environmental 

concerns as we take forward our 
discussion with the centre as well 
as with other concerned authori-
ties”, Sangma said.

State Coordination Commit-
tee of Coal Owners and Mine 
Dealers Forum Chairman Sony 
L. Khyriem termed the meeting 
with the Chief Minister as “posi-
tive”.

“He (Sangma) has assured the 
Forum to sincerely look into the 
matter on which he will initiate 
action at the government level to 
ascertain official views,” Khyriem 
told IANS.

The National Green Tribunal 
had ordered an interim ban on 
“rat-hole” coal mining in Meg-
halaya from April 17, 2014, after 
the All Dimasa Students’ Union 
and the Dima Hasao District 
Committee filed an application 
before the tribunal alleging that 
the water of the Kopili river was 
turning acidic due to coal mining 
in the Jaintia Hills.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, March 27 (EMN): The regional 
workshop on “Rehabilitation of Persons 
with Disabilities” with special focus on 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 
2016 was held under the aegis of Ayar Ya-
var Jung National Institute of Speech and 
Hearing Disabilities (AYJNISHD), Mum-
bai in collaboration with the Office of 
the State Commissioner for Persons with 
Disabilities in Imphal on Tue. March 27.

Manipur Social Welfare and Coopera-
tion Minister Nemcha Kipgen attended 
the inaugural function of the regional 
workshop which was attended by the 
State Commissioner (Social Welfare) H 
Dileep Singh, Head, Socio-Economic Re-
habilitation Department & Nodal Official 
North East (AYJNISHD) R Bhattacharyya 
and State Commissioner for Person with 
Disabilities Dr RK Kumarjit Singh.

Speaking on the occasion, Minister 
Nemcha Kipgen said as a concerned 
minister, she would work in consulta-
tion with the Officials of the Department 
and Office of the Commissioner for 
Persons with Disabilities to initiate ac-
tion towards framing of rules for Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 as 
soon as possible.

Nemcha stressed on the fact that 
the benefit of various welfare schemes 
launched by the State Government and 
the Union Government for differently-

abled persons are yet to reach the poor 
people with disabilities in far flung re-
mote areas in North Eastern Region due 
to lack of awareness about the scheme 
and its implementation.

The Government of India has 
launched Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities Act in December 2016. But the 
implementation of the act shall depend 
a lot on the machineries of the state 
government. Proper implementation of 
various provisions made under Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 rules 
will be framed, she felt.

She encouraged such series of aware-
ness programme should also be con-
ducted at the remotest corners of Ma-
nipur and other states to make sure it 
reaches for the benefits of the unreached 
and deserving beneficiaries.

Social Welfare Minister also instruct-
ed that the information kiosks provided 
to the department and Office of the 
State Commissioner for Person with 
Disabilities should include information 
of welfare schemes introduced and im-
plemented by the State Government and 
various legal provisions for differently-
abled persons.

The officials of AYJNISHD, partici-
pants from the four North Eastern States 
of Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura 
and other department officials also at-
tended the workshop.

tioned as a method to 
train and enhance mind 
power. He also assured 
that all possible steps will 
be taken up for the wel-
fare of the players.

In his speech, Youth 
Affairs and Sports Min-
ister Letpao Haokip said 
Ayush Medicine has no 
side effect. Players need 
to have proper education 
to have a more formal and 
advanced career. Sports 
also provide an opportu-
nity to get jobs, he added.

Expressing concern 
over the disputes between 
the sports associations 
and the officials, he ap-
pealed to the players to 
play the game with sincer-
ity and dedication.

Around 1,200 Ayush 
sports  medicine kits 
were also distributed to 
the players in the day’s 
launching function.

apex anti-terror body, National 
Investigation Agency, be made the 
nodal authority for probing cases 
of human trafficking.

The minister, who is on a three-
day visit to Sikkim, also lauded 
the Unmarried Women’s Pension 
Scheme adopted by Sikkim, and 
said her ministry too has proposed 
to launch a similar initiative to be 
adopted at the central level.

She assured the Sikkim govern-
ment that all pending payments 
towards funds allocated for the im-
plementation of welfare schemes 
in the state will be released within 
a week.
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Jaguar Land Rover India President and MD Rohit Suri, poses for a photo during the launch of Range Rover Evoque Convertible in Mumbai 
on Tuesday.

Evoking awe

PTI

Huawei launches 
two new 
smartphones

Nifty closes higher for second 
day helped by bank stocks

Idea-Vodafone merger in 
final stages of approval — 
Telecom Secretary

GST collection falls for second 
straight month to INR 85,174 cr.
New Delhi, March 27 
(IANS): Revenue collec-
tion under the Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) 
fell for the second con-
secutive month in Feb-
ruary by Rs 1,144 crore to 
Rs 85,174 crore.

The collection had 
marginally slipped in 
January to Rs 86,318 
crore from Rs 86,703 
crore in December.

“The total revenue 
received under GST for 
February 2018 (received 
upto March 26) has been 

Rs 85,174 crore,” the Fi-
nance Ministry said in a 
statement.

It added that 59.51 
lakh GST returns were 
filed for February till 
March 25.

“This is 69 percent of 
total taxpayers which are 
required to file monthly 
returns,” it said.

Of the Rs 85,174 
crore, Rs 14,945 crore 
has been collected as 
Central GST (CGST), Rs 
20,456 crore as State GST 
(SGST), Rs 42,456 crore 

as Integrated GST (IGST) 
and Rs 7,317 crore com-
pensation cess, the Fi-
nance Ministry said.

It added that Rs 
12,140 crore was being 
transferred from IGST 
to CGST account and Rs 
13,424 crores from IGST 
to SGST account by way 
of settlement of funds on 
account of cross utilisa-
tion of IGST credit. 

“Thus, a total amount 
of Rs 25,564 crores is be-
ing transferred from 
IGST to CGST and SGST 

account by way of settle-
ment,” the Ministry said. 

Before picking up in 
December to touch Rs 
86,703 crore, the revenue 
collection had fallen for 
two consecutive months 
from over Rs 92,000 
crore in September to Rs 
83,346 crore in October 
and Rs 80,808 crore in 
November. 

The GST collec-
tion for July was over Rs 
95,000 crore while for 
August it was more than 
Rs 91,000 crore.

New Delhi, March 27 
(IANS): The merger be-
tween telecom majors 
Idea Cellular and Voda-
fone India is in the final 
stages of approval, Tel-
ecom Secretary Aruna 
Sundararajan said on 
Tuesday.

“The Idea-Vodafone 
merger is in the final 
stages of approval. Be-
cause they have got the 
NCLT (National Com-
pany Law Tribunal) and 
Sebi (Securities and Ex-
change Board of India) 
clearances, but there are 
some FDI (Foreign Direct 
Investment) approvals 
that are involved, there 
are some liberalisation 
of licences,” Sundarara-
jan said on the sidelines 
of an event organised 
by the Cellular Opera-
tors Association of India 
(COAI).

“So, there are a 
number of clearances, it 
is not a one-step clear-
ance,” she added.

Sundararajan said 
the National Telecom 
Policy was in its final 
stages of drafting after 
which it would be taken 
to the Telecom Commis-
sion for approval and 
then to the government.

The Secretary ex-
pressed hope that the 
roadmap for the fifth-

generation (5G) network 
in India would be ready 
by June.

Addressing the COAI 
event on ‘Catalysing 5G 
launch in India’, Sun-
dararajan said: “The 5G 
technology evolution is 
expected to enable new 
services, connecting new 
industries, various forms 
of devices, and empower 
new user experiences, 
to support expanded 
connectivity needs for 
the next decade and be-
yond.”

Said Rajan S. Math-
ews, Director General, 
COAI: “The new stand-
ards finalised by 3GPP 
(3rd Generation Partner-
ship Project) and this 
meeting of experts will 
enable Indian telcos to 
transition to new tech-
nologies while ensuring 
that the demands of var-
ious sectors is well met.”

The 3GPP is a mobile 
communication indus-
try collaboration that or-
ganises and manages the 
standards and develop-
ment of mobile commu-
nications standards.

“It develops stand-
ards for many of the 
mobile communications 
standards from GSM 
through UMTS and LTE 
to 5G now,” the COAI 
said in a statement.

Mumbai, March 27 (PTI): 
The NSE Nifty rose by 
53.50 points to close 
above 10,150-level, driv-
en by gains in banking 
stocks after the govern-
ment announced lower-
than-expected borrow-
ing programme for the 
first half of the fiscal year 
2019.

Moreover, global eq-
uities also gained as trade 
war fears eased after re-
ports of possible trade 
negotiations between the 
US and China.

Overseas, the Europe-
an and Asian stocks ad-
vanced after Wall Street 
rebounded in previous 
trading session. US stocks 
closed sharply higher 
yesterday, bouncing back 
from strong losses in the 
previous session as trade 
tensions between the US 
and China appeared to 
ease.

The 50-issue Nifty 
ended above 10,150-lev-
el, by gaining 53.50 
points, or 0.53 per cent, 
to 10,184.15. It shuttled 
between 10,207.90 and 
10,139.65.

It saw an intra-day 
movement of about 68.25 
points.

Sector-wise, PSU 
bank climbed by 2.98 per 
cent followed by metal 
1.83 per cent, Nifty bank 
0.78 per cent, pharma 
0.74 per cent, private 

Paris, March 27 (IANS): 
Chinese electronics giant 
Huawei on Tuesday an-
nounced the debut of the 
‘HUAWEI P20 Series’ with 
the launch of two new 
smartphones -- HUAWEI 
P20 and HUAWEI P20 Pro 
-- that will be available in 
India from the next week.

“P20” with 5.8-inch 
screen features a Leica 
dual camera and “P20 
Pro” with 6.1-inch screen 
comes with Leica triple 
camera and 5x Hybrid 
Zoom.

Both the devices fea-
ture a 24MP selfie camera 
with artificial intelligence 
(AI) beautification and 3D 
portrait lighting.

“We look for inspira-
tion from artists to con-
tinuously evolve our ap-
proach to design and 
innovation. The ‘HUAWEI 
P20 Series’ builds on the 
legacy of our collabora-
tion with Leica,” Richard 
Yu, Chief Executive Of-
ficer, Huawei Consumer 
Business Group, said in a 
statement. 

The phones also fea-
tures a colour tempera-
ture sensor for better col-
our reproduction.

In partnership with 
Google, the new series 
supports Google ARCore 
delivering advanced aug-
mented reality (AR) capa-
bilities, the company said.

The ‘HUAWEI P20 
Series’ devices support 
six-axis stabilisation and 
960fps super slow mo-
tion, the company added.

It also includes on-
device Prisma processing, 
which supports real-time 
filter recommendations 
based on scene and ob-
ject recognition.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, VILVINO 
RHETSO (Old 
Name) would be 
officially known 
as VILVINO 
KIKHI (New 
Name) vide Regd. 
No: 5749/17 
Dated.28/09/17 K
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NO.M-38/18/14950-51 Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti. Hitoca. H. Achumi -Vrs- Tizhisie Pojar & L. 
Benthungo Ngullie resident of Dimapur Town/Village in the 
District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam 
Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
27/04/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder : Hitoca. H. Achumi
Village/Block No: Darogajan, Patta No: 321
Dag No: 17, Area: 00-03-09, 00-01-15 = 01-00-04 

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 27.03.18

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

NOTICE

D-5184

Village Council Sovima will be carrying out photo 
Booklet Land Certificate from first week of April 
2018 to last week of June 2018. Time 10:00 A.m. to 
3:00 P.m. at Village Council Hall Sovima. 

Therefore Land Certificate holders are 
requested to bring their Land Certificate along 
with 2 nos recent Passport Photo for the Booklet 
Land Certificate. Rupees 1000 will be charged 
per Land Certificate and also it is to inform all 
the land holders who haven’t obtain their land 
certificate yet are compulsory to bring their 
necessary documents and register for Booklet 
Land Certificate.

    Sd/-
 (KHRIEKETOULIE) (NEIKHRIEHU KENSE)
 Secretary Chairman
 Village Council Sovima Village Council Sovima 
 Dimapur: Nagaland Dimapur: Nagaland

GENERAL NOTIFICATION

OFFICE OF THE
VILLAGE COUNCIL SOVIMA

DIMAPUR-797112: NAGALAND

D-5179

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt.Dimapur the 27th march’ 18

Sd/- Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M—46/18/14980-81  Notice is hereby 
given that Shri/Smti. Dr. M. A. Wati Ao -Vrs- A. Sentinaro Lusang 
& A. Talilemla resident of Dimapur Town/Village  in the District 
of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam land Revenue 
Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in 
the schedule below :-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & 
should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 27/04/18
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder : Dr. M. A. Wati Ao
Village/Block No: 04, Patta No: 885 & 1966
Dag No: 1088, 1493, 486/2245, 845/2246, Area: 01-03-6½ 
North: Circular Road Duncan, South: M. Lotha Road
East:O. Alem , West: Neibo Angami

NOTICE

D-5181

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt.Dimapur the 27th 3’ 18

Sd/- Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur, Nagaland

NO.M—47/18/15000  Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti. 1. Mithu Rana 2. Arun Rana 3. Ashok Rana 4. Deepak 
Rana and 5. Parkash Rana -Vrs- Zheito Chophy resident of 
Signal Rana Colony Town/Village  in the District of Dimapur, 
Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam land Revenue Regulation 
1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule 
below :-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & 
should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 27/04/18
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder : 1. Mithu Rana 2. Arun Rana 3. Ashok 
Rana 4. Deepak Rana and 5. Parkash Rana
Village/Block No: 8, Patta No: 11
Dag No:14 & 73, Area:00B-01K-11Ls 

NOTICE

D-5182

DECLARATION
I, Shri. TOSHIPOKBA LONGKUMER, S/o. YANGJAYANGBA, R/o. H/No.226, 
Darogapathar Village, Dimapur: Nagaland do hereby solemnly declare as follows:- 
1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India and resident of the above mentioned address. 
2. That my full name is TOSHIPOKBA LONGKUMER as entered/recorded in my SBI Bank 

Passbook bearing Ac. No.20064757740, AADHAR Card bearing no. 915362851997, 
PAN Card bearing No.AUFPL3744B and all my other official documents. 

3. That my name has been entered/recorded in short as I. TOSHI in all my academic 
records. 

4. That my father’s full name is YANGJAYANGBA as entered/recorded in my SBI Bank 
Passbook bearing Ac. No.20064757740, AADHAR Card bearing no.915362851997, 
PAN Card bearing No.AUFPL3744B and all my other official documents. 

5. That my father’s name has been entered/recorded in short as AYANGBA in all my 
academic records. 

6.  That the name I. TOSHI and TOSHIPOKBA LONGKUMER is one and the same 
person i.e. my name, and the name AYANGBA and YANGJAYANGBA refers to the 
one and the same person i.e. my father’s name. 

7. That this declaration is made to aver the above statements. 
VERIFICATION  

I hereby verify that the statements made in paras 1 to 7 are true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge and that nothing material is concealed therein. 

DEPONENT 
Solemnly sworn before me
NOTARY PUBLIC

Regd.No.2840/2018 Date: 27/03/18

D-5178

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur 23rd March’ 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No. M. 36/18/14865-66   Notice is hereby 
given that Shri S. Khomo Khiam -Vrs- Shri. Hyungwalo Jeshing 
Rengma resident of Dimapur Town/Village in the District of 
Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue 
Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the 
schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should 
be submitted to this court in writing on or before 23/04/2018.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Shri. S. Khomo Khiam
Village/Block No: 11, Patta No: 1185
Dag No: 632/1345, Area: 00B-00K-17 Ls
North: Chechem Sangtam, South: Seven Day Adventist, East: 
Poilwa Village Society, West: Phulen Phom

NOTICE

D-5183

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 27.03.18

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

NOTICE

D-5185

NO.M-39/18/14952-53 Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti. Hitoca. H. Achumi -Vrs- Mercy Y. Kikon & Dijes 
Pojar resident of Dimapur Town/Village in the District of 
Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue 
Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described 
in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do 
hereby invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, 
if any & should be submitted to this court in writing on or 
before 27/04/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder : Hitoca. H. Achumi
Village/Block No: Darogajan, Patta No: 321
Dag No: 17, Area: 00-00-11, 00-01-01 = 00-01-12 

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 23.03.18

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

NOTICE

D-5186

NO.M-35/18/14861  Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti. Avito D. Chishi -Vrs- Khekali A. Chishi resident of 
Lhomithi Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 
have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule 
below:-

The und\ersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do 
hereby invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, 
if any & should be submitted to this court in writing on or 
before 24/04/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder : Avito D. Chishi
Village/Block No: 8, Patta No: 739
Dag No: 458/843, Area: 00B-00K-12 Ls 

D-5180

KG
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A-TO-Z COMPUTER CENTRE
BASIC, DIPLOMA, DTP,C, C++. JAVA ETC

Special Offer Examination Appeared Students 
Well equipped Lab* Wi-Fi facilities* Experienced Faculties

Uninterrupted Power Backup, Crash Courses are also available

Offering

Above Vijaya Bank 
(Near Holy Cross School Main Gate)

Dimapur.8413818198

Dhobinala Police Point 
Dimapur* Nagaland 

Ph: 9612167501

D
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6

COMPUTER  ACADEMY
(Near SBI Bazar Branch) Dhobinala, Dimapur

Ph: 03862-235365, 8787456867

Weekly 5 days class, Experienced Faculties* Well equipped Lab
*Authorised Training Centre *Power Back Up

Special offer for HSLC, HSSLC & Degree appeared students

BASIC  ,   DCA  ,   DTP  ,    C  ,   C++  ,   JAVA  ,   PGDCA

D
P-

35
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bank 0.68 per cent and 
finance service 0.61 per 
cent.

Major index gainers 
were IOC, Hindustan Pe-
troleum, Hindalco, India 
Bulls Housing Finance 
and SBI.

The losers included 
Gail, Infratel, Bharti Air-
tel, Bajaj Auto and Hero 
Motocorp.

The market breadth, 
indicating the overall 
health of the market was 
in favour of gainers. On 
the NSE, 1,317 stocks ad-
vanced, 477 declined and 
61 remained unchanged.

Total securities that 
hit their price bands were 
279.
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Taking Credit

D
evelopment and politics are two different 
things. But shamelessly, those who are in 
power always beat the drum of development. 
While addressing the people, strangely they 

forget that development is an ongoing process. No one 
or no political party can alone claim the credit. There 
are numerous instances where one will find that the 
foundation stone of a development project was laid 
by someone and it was inaugurated by someone else. 
Government may come and go. But development will 
always go on.

But as three north-eastern states will go for polls in 
February, as usual political parties and its leaders are 
not missing any opportunity to claim that how much 
development they had ensured to the populace while 
in power. Sadly, more often than not, all these claims 
are not true. More interestingly, sometimes our leaders 
argue like children to take credit for certain projects. 
They did all these just to garner few more votes. They 
do not realise that such false claims belittle their im-
ages. They do not realise that they are duty-bound to 
provide development to the people. If fruits of devel-
opment do not reach to the people, they will cease to 
be in power. Any amount of beating own drum will not 
be able to remain them in power as the people are well 
aware who has delivered the goods and who has failed.

How greedy the politicians are to take credit for 
development can be judged from this incident. Once, 
someone had mentioned about a mini cement plant 
to a politician. The politician was quick to respond that 
the plant was built by his efforts. But when reminded 
that it was not wise to build such a plant in such a re-
mote place from where the nearest market is at least 
ten-hour drive, the politician fumed and ended the 
conversation abruptly. In this regard, the more recent 
example is the claim of the Prime Minister that his 
government has ushered a new era of development in 
the north-east. Yes, one cannot deny the fact that these 
days the region is getting more attention from the Cen-
tre. But the present government at the Centre alone 
should not be credited for this. Efforts to bring the re-
gion at par with other mainland states started long ago. 
For example, ongoing Naga peace talk was initiated in 
mid-nineties by the then prime minister P. V. Narsimha 
Rao. Since then India has got five prime ministers. All 
of them worked hard to find an amicable solution of 
this vexed problem. We all are waiting for the final solu-
tion. The solution may come during the tenure of the 
present regime or we will have to wait little further. May 
be by then the country can be under a different regime. 
But no matter under which regime the Nagas get the fi-
nal solution, credit should go to all of those who made 
efforts to bring back peace in this region. Neither any 
individual should be credited for the solution, nor any-
one claim to be the architect of peace in Nagaland. So, 
it will be better if political parties and its leaders make 
public their plans for development instead of claiming 
credits for simply being associated with the process.

Dinesh C Sharma  
| India Science Wire

Look at the cross and worship.

In the song “Look at Him,” Mexican composer Rubén 
Sotelo describes Jesus at the cross. He invites us to 
look at Jesus and be quiet, because there is really 

nothing to say before the type of love Jesus demon-
strated at the cross. By faith we can imagine the scene 
described in the Gospels. We can imagine the cross and 
the blood, the nails, and the pain.

When Jesus breathed His last, those who “had gath-
ered to witness this sight . . . beat their breasts and went 
away” (Luke 23:48). Others “stood at a distance, watch-
ing these things” (v. 49). They looked and were quiet. 
Only one spoke, a centurion, who said, “Surely this was 
a righteous man” (v. 47).

Songs and poems have been written to describe this 
great love. Many years before, Jeremiah wrote about 
Jerusalem’s pain after its devastation. “Is it nothing to 
you, all you who pass by?” (Lamentations 1:12). He was 
asking people to look and see; he thought there was no 
greater suffering than Jerusalem’s. However, has there 
been any suffering like Jesus’s suffering?

All of us are passing by the road of the cross. Will 
we look and see His love? This Easter, when words and 
poems are not enough to express our gratitude and de-
scribe God’s love, let us take a moment to ponder Je-
sus’s death; and in the quietness of our hearts, may we 
whisper to Him our deepest devotion.

Dear Jesus, as I look at Your cross, I have no words 
to express my gratitude for Your perfect sacrifice. But 

I thank You for Your love.

DAILY
PATH

Look and Be Quiet

BIBLE READ:  LUKE 23:44–49 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Look around and see. Is any  
suffering like my suffering . . . ?   

~  Lamentations 1:12

W
e know that English is one of the world’s 
widespread languages. The global total 
number of English speakers around the 
world is estimated to be about 1.5 billion 

approximately, and the only language with official sta-
tus in over 60 nations of the world. English is also the 
dominant language in scientific communication with 
70-80% academic publications in the language. The 
language is also the de-facto official and the working 
language in most of the international organizations. 
It is also the most taught second foreign language 
across the world. These observations corroborate the 
reported place of English in international politics, re-
lations, education, intercultural communication, and 
consequently, endorsing its dominance and global 
influence. And India is one nation that recognizes 
English as one of the official languages encouraging 
greater communication. Therefore, technically being 
a part of India, Naga people are also obliged to use this 
prominent language along with the existence of dif-
ferent Naga languages. Even though the English was 
officially recognized as the official language and the 
medium of education in the year 1967 by the Naga-
land Assembly, we still cannot proclaim this language 
as the language of the masses but it does reveal mass 
attitudinal support and seen as an important factor 
on gaining prestige thus has become a professional 
necessity. The language has become a standing ova-
tion in our society and people who are competent in 
this language get places to go and platforms to shine.  

It is very true that our society cannot live without 
the existence of this language because of numerous 
reasons. The existence of English language in our so-
ciety has connected us to the global world impacting 
the society in many ways.   Despite the claim that it is 
not the language of the public, the hegemony of Eng-
lish language over Naga languages is speedily becom-
ing more visible. And as its dominance becomes more 
apparent, one must consciously ponder how the 
dominance of this language is affecting our society 
in all ways. As far as the observations are concerned, 
this dominance of English language within our soci-
ety seems to be uncritically acceptable for many re-
searchers, governments and institutions owing to the 
fact that it impacts the society more on the positive 
side. However, in a multilingual state like ours in prev-
alence of many indigenous languages, one should 
always cross check the balance between the existing 
languages to avoid linguistic discriminations. 

If we are to argue the increasing dominance of 
English language over Naga languages, we will see 
that its supremacy is somewhat contributing inferior 
and superior distinctions within the society by em-
powering the already powerful and learned people 
but leaving the disadvantaged further behind which is 
an issue that needs attention. In a way the dominance 
seems to be forcing an unfamiliar pedagogical and so-
cial culture to its learners. Socio-psychologically and 
linguistically, it also puts our society in danger of los-
ing our first language, cultures, literatures, identities, 
contributing to the devaluation of local knowledge 
and cultures. We are known to have rich oral tradi-
tions, oral histories and stories passed down from 

one generation to another generation, but there is 
an alarming probability that the coming generations 
might lose the culture lore because the present gen-
eration is more engrossed in writing singing, reading 
and speaking only through the medium of English. It 
is a linguistically proven fact that even though we use 
the Roman alphabet to write our language, we cannot 
employ the exact writing system, sound system and 
rules of English language in Naga languages; how-
ever, without knowing the fact, we force ourselves to 
document all our literatures and traditions in English 
language risking originalities. For global understand-
ing we do need to write in English but our language 
should be utilized as well because it is important. It 
is true about the critique that documentation of any-
thing about Naga people is always manipulated be-
cause we embrace the foreign language and believes 
that it is superior to our local languages. It seems we 
give too much importance to the foreign language at 
the expense of our own languages. The blind glorifica-
tion of the English language by the Naga people and 
the defective state policy on Language has conspired 
to sabotage the importance of local languages and 
rob them of their importance in State development 
drive. In the recent times, the multilingual nature of 
Naga Society has become one of the greatest chal-
lenges where we will witness no adequate language 
policy; successive government’s inability to pick any 
of the local languages as State language; non-codi-
fication of many local dialects making them vulner-
able to extinction; no avenues for local writers and 
local language researchers which are all serious issues 
the society needs to be looked upon yet neglects in-
credibly. In Naga Society, English is sometimes over-
whelmingly given too much importance than needed 
where we will come across people carrying around 
inferior complexities just because they are unable 
to speak or write English competently like the oth-
ers despite having profound knowledge within them. 
Likewise, we will also witness some people bragging 
unnecessarily everywhere without any substance on 
their speech just because they can speak English bet-
ter than the others. And basing on a difference in the 
use of English, we automatically form judgements, 
about the person’s education, social status, character 
or other traits which may then lead to the unjustifi-
able treatment of the individual.  Since English is a 
prestigious language in Naga society, we will also see 
people tagged as primitive for speaking English with 
strong local accents or with grammatical errors  but 
nobody cares whether the persons speaks with cor-
rect accent or grammar in their own native language. 
The points will go and on but it’s time for us ponder 
on the positive changes which will help the society in 
a more efficient way. 

As it has been already stated that we cannot live 
without the use of English, we will continue to em-
brace this language and be benefited in all ways. 
However, we must be mindful that alongside the pres-
tigious English, we have mother tongues and many 
indigenous languages which need to be safeguarded 
and valued by taking up urgent remedial steps not just 
by the government but also by the local people. The 

blind love towards English should be rectified to avoid 
stigmatization towards the local languages and also 
for the people who are not competent in English. We 
must rectify the false notion that if a person masters in 
English while neglecting his mother tongue, it would 
usher the person into paradise and upgrade him to 
civilisation. We should rather give equal importance 
to both English and Naga languages in order to up-
grade ourselves to civilisation. Government must also 
remember that failing to re-ignite the love of Mother 
tongues in the hearts of the people while giving too 
much importance to the foreign language will defeat 
the purpose of fighting for the political freedom. Eve-
ryone in the state must asks, “Which local language is 
in a position to be our national language? Or are we 
still going to imply on this colonised language?”  

State Governments and Naga society in general 
should give due attention to local language teachers, 
researchers and scholars in order to safeguard the lo-
cal languages which are slowly dying.  Subjects con-
cerning Local languages and Linguistics should be 
introduced at all levels of schoolings, higher academ-
ic institutions and universities. Funds and projects 
should be allotted to Local language researches, local 
writers and local translators in order to come up with 
extensive researches, proper documentations, good 
books written in local languages or translation of dif-
ferent literatures, academic text books like Maths, sci-
ence and  grammars etc to promote  local languages 
and better learning capability which will ultimately 
benefit the society. 

Government must dig out the old defective Lan-
guage Policy and formulate a new egalitarian Lan-
guage Policy to promote local language in education 
policy better than the existing policy; to avoid linguis-
tic discrimination and to safeguard the local languag-
es from various dangers. 

And summing up, we cannot let our dear lan-
guages to die with our eyes open while we love the 
foreign language blindly. If our languages die then 
our libraries of rich original oral traditions, cultures, 
stories and history will die with them. We will be left 
only with manipulated researches and facts owing a 
huge burden for the next generations. We must also 
remember that there are certain people who learn 
better in mother tongues than in English.  We must 
also remember that somebody holds back his wisdom 
because he does not know English. It’s time for us to 
speak, sing, write and share in our own language be-
cause if not us, then who will speak, write and share 
in our languages? Let us swallow the English but let 
us not let English to swallow our languages. Give love 
and respect to all languages but give extra love and re-
spect to your mother tongues. 

[This article is written according to the writer’s 
opinion and observations with clear intention of 

safeguarding Naga languages and to cater attention 
for equal treatment to all languages prevalent 

in Nagaland. It is not written in any manner to 
discriminate the English language or the users, the 

learners or the researchers of the English language.] 
Nikay Besa Konyak

nikaybesa18@yahoo.com

Linguistic Hegemony in Nagaland

Extreme Rainfall Events in India Linked 
to Man-Made Emissions — Study 

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

H
ere is more evidence 
why we need to 
worry about climate 
change. A new study 

says extreme rainfall events 
are on the rise in India and 
attributes the trend to man-
made emissions, what scien-
tists call anthropogenic warm-
ing. Not just this, the trend is 
likely to become more promi-
nent by mid-century, particu-
larly in southern and central 
India.

While previous studies 
have shown a rising trend of 
extreme rainfall events, this 
study has sought to link it with 
anthropogenic emissions.

Researchers at the Indian 
Institute of Technology, Gan-
dhinagar, used historical da-
tasets about daily rainfall and 
temperature from about 7000 
meteorological stations of the 
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD), converted it into 
grids of one-degree spatial 
resolution.

An analysis of observed 
changes in yearly maximum 
rainfall for the period of 1979–
2015, showed that it has in-
creased over the majority of 
India except in the Gangetic 
Plain, northeastern India, and 
Jammu and Kashmir. The de-
cline in the Gangetic Plain 
region can be attributed to a 
significant reduction in the 
monsoon season rainfall driv-
en by increased atmospheric 
aerosols and warming of the 
Indian Ocean. The increase in 
precipitation is more promi-
nent in Southern India than in 
North India during the 1979–
2015.

“ Since there is a significant 
impact of climate warming on 
extreme rainfall over India, we 
can expect detrimental im-
pacts of these on infrastructure 
as well as agriculture. “

Along with extreme pre-

cipitation, the study has found 
that dew point temperature - 
temperature at which air gets 
saturated with moisture - has 
also increased during the pe-
riod 1979–2015. With warm-
ing, water holding capacity of 
the atmosphere increases by 
6% per degree rise in tempera-
ture, per Clausius-Clapeyron 
equation, the study says. The 
scaling relationship between 
extreme precipitation and dew 
point temperature shows over 
7% increase per unit rise in 
dew point temperature for the 
majority of south India.

Dew point temperature is 
a measure of atmospheric hu-
midity, which affects extreme 
precipitation in the tropical re-
gions. It is considered a better 
predictor of rainfall extremes 
than surface air temperature.

In addition to past weather 
data, researchers used simula-
tions from two sets of models - 
Coupled Model Inter compari-
son Project Phase 5 (CMIP5) 
and Climate of 20th Century 

Plus (C20C+) – to determine 
the impact of anthropogenic 
emissions on extreme rainfall 
events, under both ‘historic’ 
and ‘historic natural’ scenarios. 
This showed that anthropo-
genic warming leads more ex-
treme rainfall events in India. 
While ‘historic natural’ scenar-
io includes only natural factors, 
‘historic’ included both natural 
and anthropogenic factors.

“We find that in south and 
central India, precipitation 
extremes are more sensitive 
to warming than north In-
dia, which means that south 
and central India may witness 
more rainfall extremes in re-
sponse to climate warming,” 
explained Dr Vimal Mishra, 
head of the Water and Climate 
Lab at IITGn who led the study, 
while speaking to India Sci-
ence Wire.

“Rainfall extremes in the 
‘historic’ scenario are higher by 
10-30% than the ‘historic natu-
ral’ scenario, indicating the ro-
bust impact of anthropogenic 

warming on the intensity of ex-
treme rainfall,” said Dr Mishra. 
The frequency of precipitation 
extremes is projected to rise 
more prominently in southern 
and central India in the mid 
and end of the 21st century un-
der the greenhouse gases con-
centration trajectory, RCP 8.5 
(representative concentration 
pathway 8.5), which represents 
the highest emission scenario.

“Since there is a significant 
impact of climate warming on 
extreme rainfall over India, we 
can expect detrimental im-
pacts of these on infrastructure 
as well as agriculture. This also 
highlights the need for initiat-
ing adaptation and mitigation 
to avoid the risk and damage 
due to extreme rain and flood-
ing,” Dr Mishra added.

Commenting on the study, 
Dr. Roxy Mathew Koll, a scien-
tist at Indian Institute of Tropi-
cal Meteorology, Pune, agreed 
that extreme rainfalls were 
increasing over India under 
increasing temperatures, and 

that the trend was projected to 
continue in future. The study 
points out that this increase is 
very well linked with local in-
crease in temperatures.

However, he said, a greater 
understanding was needed 
about possible impact of non-
local factors. “The CMIP5 
models respond to warming 
temperatures in a linear fash-
ion (increasing temperature, 
increasing rainfall) while they 
do not represent the non-line-
ar factors very well. This means 
that we need further monitor-
ing of the changes in the re-
gion, and improve how local 
and non-local factors over the 
Indian region are simulated by 
the climate models.”

(The research team included 
Sourav Mukherjee, Saran 

Aadhar and Vimal Mishra 
(all from IIT, Gandhinagar) 

and Daithi Stone (Lawrence 
Berkeley National Lab). The 
study has been published in 

journal Weather and Climate 
Extremes.) 
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Social events to-
day could put you in touch with people in 
the arts, Aries, particularly ones such as film, 
television, recording, and computer graph-

ics that combine creativity with modern technology. If 
you’re single, one might even be a potential romantic 
partner. If nothing else, these people could provide you 
with valuable insights and contacts so you can advance 
your own career, particularly if it’s artistic in nature. Be 
attentive, and enjoy your evening.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You could spend 
much of your day advancing the interests of 
an organization dedicated to a cause that 
means a lot to you, Taurus, perhaps in ani-

mal or children’s rights. You tend to be service oriented 
by nature, and today something you learn, perhaps 
from TV or the Internet, could excite your desire to 
make a difference to those you wish to serve. Expect 
to derive a lot of satisfaction from this. You’re making 
a difference!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): If you’re single, 
Gemini, a new love could appear right there 
in your neighborhood. The person should be 
attractive, intelligent, free spirited, and very 

much attracted to you! You could meet this person in an 
unusual way and end up spending time together and 
making plans to spend more. Take care not to move too 
quickly. You won’t want this new relationship to be like 
a meteor, burning out as quickly as it appeared.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today you 
could hold a group meeting of some kind in 
your home, Cancer. The guests will probably 
include people in such interesting fields as 
astrology, metaphysics, environmental-

ism, and the arts. A love partner could also be present. 
Some fascinating discussions could take place, supply-
ing you with enough food for thought to last for days. 
By the time everyone leaves, you could feel bonded far 
more strongly than when the party began. Enjoy!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Have you been read-
ing romantic novels or watching romantic 
films lately, Leo? This is probably because 
love is very much on your mind now. You 

may be involved in a passionate relationship or hop-
ing for one. If it’s the latter, don’t expect to remain alone 
for very long. All signs indicate that romance is going to 
become a top priority for you for a while, starting now. 
Make sure you look your best whenever you go out!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Money earned 
through involvement in the arts, perhaps 
those combining creativity with computer 
technology, could come your way, Virgo. 

Financially, you should be doing fairly well, so you 
might channel what you receive right back into this 
business. This is an excellent time to do this, as all 
signs indicate that this sort of activity could be very 
profitable over the next few years. Go for the gold, 
and enjoy yourself.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Have love mat-
ters been causing you excessive strain for 
a while, Libra? If so, you can expect that to 
end now. Someone you love deeply recipro-

cates your feelings, and is very anxious to resolve any 
differences between you and look toward the future. 
This relationship will probably succeed if you go in 
with eyes wide open. Don’t have unrealistic expecta-
tions of your partner. Learn to love human flaws as 
much as perfection.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): If you’re single 
and looking for love, Scorpio, you may find 
it today in an ephemeral way. You could 
find yourself falling hard for the proverbial 

stranger across the crowded room. That might pose a 
problem if the room is actually a crowded subway, but 
faith is called for here. If the person appears to share 
your attraction, you’ll manage to find each other. You 
have a lot to look forward to. Enjoy your day.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Love 
certainly seems to make the world go round 
today, Sagittarius. Is everyone around you 
deeply involved in a new or revitalized ro-

mance? You may be smitten with a very exciting per-
son, perhaps from a foreign country or in the field 
of law, education, or publishing. Don’t fight it, and 
don’t worry about getting hurt. Relax and let yourself 
be loved. If nothing else, you should have a wonder-
ful day!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Has the 
perfect career suddenly materialized out of 
nowhere, Capricorn? If so, don’t write it off 
as being too good to be true. It’s very, very 

real! Take a few days to consider all your options and all 
possible contingencies. Talk to people who know the 
ins and outs of the field. If everything seems favorable, 
go for it. Such an opportunity may not come around 
again for a long time.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): A website 
or TV documentary could put you in touch 
with a promising educational or spiritual 
organization whose goals and aims seem 

to jibe perfectly with your own, Aquarius. This could 
capture your interest and cause you to want to learn 
more. A friend may also want to explore this terri-
tory. Attend a class or workshop together and expe-
rience the programs directly. You may want to get 
actively involved.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You could 
have some strange, mystical dreams to-
night, Pisces, possibly involving angels 
or other spiritual beings. Their messages 

could well shed light on a romantic relationship 
that you might not understand well. Keep a note-
book by your bed so you can write down the details 
of the dreams as soon as you awaken. You’ll want to 
consider them very carefully to see if you can figure 
out what’s going on.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Democracy in the Age of Data

“Data is the new oil” has been a 
clichÃ©d maxim of the internet age. 
But the events that unfolded last 

week have underlined the extent of com-
plexities that can be created in society de-
pending on the nature of its usage.

A year-long investigation by multiple 
media outlets in the US and Britain re-
vealed that a consulting firm, Cambridge 
Analytica, accessed data of at least 50 
million social media users without their 
proper consent. They then used these 
data points to psychologically profile 
people and individually target them with 
politically-motivated content to manipu-
late the 2016 US presidential elections. A 
similar approach was used to influence 
electoral outcomes all around the world, 
possibly even in India.

Even though the process of manip-
ulating the political narrative during 
elections is not something new, there is 
something sinister about for-profit or-
ganisations and foreign agents using 
data technologies to disrupt democratic 
norms. If electoral outcomes come to be 
defined by exploiting deep-rooted psy-
chological fears of voters based on data 
analytics instead of developmental issues 
that drive progress and prosperity, social 
cohesion will fall under immediate threat, 
proving pernicious to the very fabric of 
democracy. The political vision of govern-
ments and politicians need to be steered 
by people instead of mathematical algo-

rithms.
It must be highlighted that social me-

dia and the vast explosion of data due to 
it are not the problems per se. However, 
when societies are finding themselves 
being increasingly run by data, a defined 
set of ethical norms need to be formu-
lated to guide its use. The issue is of the 
utmost importance for India, as it has a 
significant online presence that is vulner-
able to privacy violations. It has the high-
est number of Facebook users and the 
second-highest number of Twitter users 
in the world -- with a combined reach of 
almost 300 million.

A committee of experts under Justice 
B.N. Srikrishna has already been set up to 
deliberate upon a data protection frame-
work for India. It is working on drafting a 
data protection bill and has deliberated 
on a number of pertinent issues like what 
constitutes “personal data”, the specifica-
tions of consent and establishment of a 
data protection authority. A white paper 
has also been published by the author-
ity, detailing a lengthy discourse on these 
very issues. Meanwhile, the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on Informa-
tion Technology has also listed “Citizens’ 
data security and privacy” as a subject of 
study. However, not much seems to have 
been done on the topic. Recent events 
might hopefully set the ball rolling on that 
front and inspire a multi-partisan report 
on the matter.

Once the processes of setting up a ro-
bust framework of regulatory policy and 

statutory law to govern matters of data 
privacy are complete, there will be a re-
quirement to establish cultural expecta-
tions that incorporate ethical standards 
right when the data technologies are be-
ing built. The application of regulatory 
mechanisms after individuals have been 
profiled is akin to closing the stable doors 
after the horses have bolted. The race to 
become the next-big-thing in technology 
has placed ethics on the backseat and, 
hence, it is often the case that investiga-
tions are conducted, and apologies are 
demanded, only after the damage has 
been done. The environment of “develop 
first, question later” will have to change.

The issue of data and privacy regula-
tions will become even more important 
as technological companies gain greater 
market share in provision of financial 
services instead of traditional banks. 
When you instantly transfer money to 
friends and family over apps like What-
sApp to avoid the hassle of asking around 
for bank account numbers, the company 
gains direct access to your transactions. 
The power of that data will lie with the 
entity which posses it. Interestingly, retail 
banks will begin to lose out on this essen-
tial oil as it will be unable to identify cus-
tomer interactions once it shifts to these 
new age non-banks.

The use of data mining as a strate-
gic tool, put in the right hands, can be a 
powerful tool to understand societal pref-
erences and address consumer needs. 
However, no good comes with a comple-

menting bad and our democratic societies 
need to be wary of the latter by building 
robust security mechanisms that ensure 
privacy and consent. At times, even that 
might not be enough. Consumers willing-
ly hand over a lot of personal information 
for the convenience of services without 
knowledge of the consequences of their 
actions and the eventual use of the data. 
Therefore, a final action that needs to be 

undertaken in the world of data is to build 
user-awareness. There is simply no sub-
stitute to a well-informed consumer base.

(Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute for 
Competitiveness. The views expressed 

are personal. He can be contacted at 
amit.kapoor@competitiveness.in and 

tweets @kautiliya. Chirag Yadav, senior 
researcher, Institute for Competitiveness, 

has contributed to the article)

Mother’s Stress During Pregnancy Affects Baby’s Brain

The Corrective Measures Required Post-Facebook Data Breach

Reducing Alzheimer’s Stigma Crucial for Prevention Research

C
onfirming a long-held 
belief that stress during 
pregnancy is bad for the 
unborn kid, a new study 

has found that remaining stress-
free during this period helps the 
brain development of the baby.

A mother’s stress during preg-
nancy changes neural connectivity 
in the brain of her unborn child, 
according to the study presented 
at a meeting of the Cognitive Neu-
roscience Society in Boston, Mas-
sachusetts. 

“We have demonstrated what 
has long been theorised, but not 
yet observed in a human, which is 
that the stress of a mother during 
her pregnancy is reflected in con-
nectional properties of her child’s 
developing brain,” said one of the 

researchers Moriah Thomason of 
Wayne State University in the US.

Research in newborns and old-
er children to understand prenatal 
influences has been confounded 
by the postnatal environment, 
Thomason explained. 

But recent advancements in 
foetal imaging allowed the re-
searchers to gain insight into a crit-
ical time period in brain develop-
ment never previously accessible.

Using foetal resting-state func-
tional magnetic resonance imag-
ing (fMRI), they examined func-
tional connectivity in 47 human 
foetuses scanned between the 30th 
and 37th week of gestation. 

The researchers recruited the 
participating mothers from a low-
resource and high-stress urban 

setting, with many reporting high-
levels of depression, anxiety, worry 
and stress.

They found that mothers re-
porting high stress had foetuses 
with a reduced efficiency in how 
their neural functional systems are 
organised. 

The data suggests that the brain 
does not develop in a sequence 
from the simplest systems to more 
complex high-order systems, but 
perhaps instead first develops the 
areas that will be most critical in 
bridging across systems.

The researchers found that the 
cerebellum played a central role in 
the observed effects, suggesting it 
may be especially vulnerable to the 
effects of prenatal or early life stress. 

Source: IANS

T
he Facebook data breach raises 
urgent questions that need to be 
answered responsibly by our in-
dustry -- given its terrifying scale 

and impact. In today’s world, data is a form 
of soft power, and it is essential for those 
who wield it, to use it responsibly so that 
consumer confidence isn’t compromised.

The challenge is that, at an idea-gen-
eration stage, it can be difficult to draw a 
clear, bright line between whether data is 
being used for optimisation or for manip-
ulation. 

Take, for instance, the Obama and 
Trump campaigns in the US. The former 
used the same digital platforms for op-
timising communication and ensuring 
voter confidence and dissemination of 
information. On the other hand, British 
political consulting firm Cambridge Ana-
lytica used the same platforms but with 
malafide intent -- to manipulate the views 
and preferences of voters.

As investigations continue, it is increas-
ingly clear that data was stolen, models 
used were unauthorised for the purpose 
they were being used, the messages (in 

many cases) were outright lies. 
So the whole operation was ques-

tionable from the get-go. It is, therefore, 
extremely critical to demarcate this dif-
ference -- are the final consumers of a da-
ta-driven model being actively manipulat-
ed or is data being used to merely optimise 
a communications strategy?

It is also essential to clearly define the 
parties involved in the data “lifecycle” and 
their roles and responsibilities, with re-
gard to how data is being used. There are 
usually three parties in this lifecycle, each 
requiring a different kind of oversight and 
norms.

First are the data originators, those that 
capture and store the data. And I’m not 
only talking about Facebook and Google, 
but also a wide range of other originators 
-- for e.g. Equifax (which holds extremely 
sensitive consumer credit information), 
banks (which store individual-centric fi-
nancial information), telecom organisa-
tions (which hold a treasure trove of com-
munications and browsing information), 
etc. 

Two safeguards are critical here. 
One, data security safeguards to ensure 

the privacy (external parties shouldn’t be 

able to see it) and integrity (external par-
ties shouldn’t be able to change it) of the 
data. This can be improved by ring-fencing 
the data sources and ensuring advanced 
security measures.

And two, ensuring explicit consumer 
consent for sharing and using this data. 
This can be done by introducing easy-
to-understand verbiage around fair-use 
-- where their data could be used and for 
what purposes.

These two interventions -- data secu-
rity and informing users where data could 
be shared -- are the key and will go a long 
way in winning back consumer trust in 
these platforms.

The second type of entity involved is 
the data processing companies which em-
ploy intelligent algorithms over the data to 
extract insights. This includes companies 
like Cambridge Analytica. 

Given that data processing companies 
also have access to a large scale of data, en-
trusted by clients, it is imperative that their 
systems are subject to similar levels of se-
curity, compliance and governance norms.

This can be resolved through globally-
agreed standards of security, enforced 
through regular third-party audits. We 

need to be held to the same standards as 
the data sources themselves when it comes 
to security of the data so that we aren’t the 
weak link in the event of a data leak. 

There may also be value in exploring 
how we can expressly declare the nature 
of algorithms employed and the source of 
these algorithms (in cases where there is 
a patent to one), to an unaffiliated third-
party regulator. This will ensure better 
transparency around what the data is be-
ing used for.

Finally, we have the third party in the 
data lifecycle: The buyers of the data -- 
organisations that pay for the data and 
algorithm-driven insights around it. In this 
case, they are the political organisations 
that are beneficiaries of the analysis work 
by the processing companies.

Here, let’s go back to my earlier point of 
drawing the line between what is optimi-
sation and manipulation. 

Are the data buying organisations 
sponsoring an ad because they feel con-
sumers genuinely stand to benefit from 
the content, or are they using the data to 
manipulate users into actions that are not 
in their best interest?

More importantly, does the ad-spon-

soring organisation have the authority to 
display that ad, or are they a geo-political 
adversary? This can be cleared up by im-
plementing fair-usage policies around 
what the extracted data is being used for, 
who is using it, and what are the implica-
tions of that data -- all of which needs to 
be made more transparent and subject to 
governance norms in certain cases.

Obviously, the three parties interplay 
with each other. For instance, Facebook 
and Google are two of these parties -- the 
source and the processor. Thus, it needs 
to be ensured that they be accountable to 
both sets of norms.

It is imperative that all parties in the 
data lifecycle take seriously the trust with 
which data is being shared with them by 
their users -- for their own good. The way 
things stand right now, biting around the 
edges of this debate is not going to win 
back lost consumer confidence in our in-
dustry and we are all the losers in the long 
term.

(Sameer Dhanrajani is Chief Strategy 
Officer at analytics service provider 

Fractal Analytics. The views expressed 
are personal. He can be contacted at 

sameerdhanrajani@gmail.com)

R
educing stigma attributed 
to Alzheimer’s disease is 
vital for prevention re-
search, a new study sug-

gests, adding that the stigma as-
sociated with the disease may be 
an obstacle for individuals to seek 
information about their risk of de-
veloping it.

The survey focused on what 
beliefs, attitudes and expectations 
are most often associated with the 
disease.

“We found that concerns about 
discrimination and overly harsh 
judgments about the severity of 
symptoms were most prevalent,” 
said co-author of the study, Shana 
Stites from the University of Penn-
sylvania.

“By understanding what the 

biggest concerns are about the 
disease, we can help develop pro-
grammes and policies to reduce 
the stigma about Alzheimer’s dis-
ease,” Stites added.

For the study, published in the 
journal Alzheimer’s and Dementia: 
The Journal of the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation, a random sample of 317 
adults was asked to react to a fic-
tional description of a person with 
mild stage Alzheimer’s disease de-
mentia.

The study asked respondents to 
read a vignette and then complete 
the survey. 

Three different assessments 
were presented for the fictional 
person’s condition. Respondents 
were told the person’s condition 
would worsen, improve or remain 

unchanged.
Over half of the respondents 

(55 per cent) expected the person 
with mild cognitive impairment or 
dementia due to Alzheimer’s to be 
discriminated against by employ-
ers and to be excluded from medi-
cal decision-making. 

Almost half expected the per-
son’s health insurance would be 
limited due to data in the medical 
record (47 per cent), a brain imag-
ing result (46 per cent) or genetic 
test result (45 per cent). 

Those numbers increased 
when the participants were in-
formed that the condition of the 
person with Alzheimer’s would 
worsen over time, the researcher 
said.

Source: IANS
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Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) O P Rawat with Election 
Commissioners Ashok Lavasa and Sunil Arora announces the 
schedule for Karnataka elections at a press conference in New Delhi 
on Tuesday. 

Amit Shah

Must tweak rules to stop entry 
of Chinese fabrics – official

Amit Shah accuses Siddaramaiah govt. of ‘dividing’ Hindus

EC sets up panel to probe 
Karnataka poll date leak

PNB not providing information on 
Nirav Modi under RTI — Activist

Need robust law to protect citizens’ sensitive information — SC BJP has become ‘Super 
Election Commission’, 
says Congress

India, US review terror 
threats worldwide

Cambridge Analytica worked extensively in India, says UK whistleblower 

Kolkata, March 27 (IANS): 
Amid a fast increasing im-
port of garments made of 
Chinese fabrics from Bang-
ladesh, the Indian textiles 
industry is seeking “tweak-
ing of South Asian Free 
Trade Area (SAFTA) rules of 
origin” to make use of yarn 
and fabrics of Indian origin 
mandatory for exporting 
apparel to India, an official 
said on Tuesday.

According to the of-
ficial, India allowed duty 
free import of readymade 
garments from Bangladesh 
under SAFTA in 2006 and 
this facility was limited to 
eight million pieces. How-
ever, in 2010, this quantita-
tive restriction was lifted.

“Bangladesh imports 
Chinese fabrics and con-
verts them into garments 
using its cheap labour. It 

exports these garments to 
India without the need for 
paying any import duties. 
Since import of made-in-
China fabrics is meant for 
export, Bangladesh im-
poses no import duties 
on them. This is actually 
facilitating backdoor entry 
of Chinese textiles into In-
dia,” Confederation of In-
dian Textile Industry (CITI 
India) Chairman Sanjay K. 
Jain told IANS.

He also said the duty-
free facility given to Bangla-
desh on grounds of it being 
a Least Developed Coun-
tries (LDC) was actually 
benefiting China’s textile 
exports. Indian domestic 
garment manufacturers 
have to pay a 20 per cent 
import duty if they use the 
same Chinese fabric, he 
added.

According to CITI India, 
India’s garment imports 
from Bangladesh increased 
from $106.72 million dur-
ing April-December period 
of 2016 to $124.14 million 
in the corresponding pe-
riod of 2017.

“We have demanded 
tweaking of SAFTA rules 
of origin to make the use 
of yarn and fabrics of In-
dian origin mandatory for 
allowing duty-free quota-
free market. This is ex-
pected to prevent China 
from taking undue ad-
vantage of a facility that is 
meant for LDCs,” Jain said 
on the sidelines of a semi-
nar on “Recent Trends on 
Eco-Friendly Textiles & 
Sustainable Fashion” or-
ganised by the J.D. Birla 
Institute.

This measure is also 

expected to give a fillip 
to India’s export of yarn 
and fabrics to Bangladesh 
and other LDCs which 
at present are being sup-
plied by China, he said. 
“India has now extended 
this duty-free quota-free 
facility to all 49 LDCs on a 
non-reciprocal basis and 
again without any sourc-
ing restrictions. So, it is ex-
pected that in the coming 
future, we may have more 
Bangladesh-type situa-
tion,” Jain said.

Citing the interna-
tional practices of impos-
ing sourcing restrictions, 
he said the US imposed 
sourcing restriction under 
NAFTA for accepting duty 
free import of garments 
from Mexico and other 
NAFTA members. “India 
itself has accepted sourc-

ing restrictions imposed 
by Japan that hurt its ap-
parel exports to Japan un-
der India-Japan CEPA,” he 
added.

In the Goods and Serv-
ice Tax (GST) regime, the 
industry has been under 
severe stress with increas-
ing imports of garments 
from Bangladesh and other 
countries. “In the pre-GST 
scenario, import of gar-
ments from Bangladesh 
and other countries were 
attracting a CVD (Coun-
tervailing Duty) of 12.5 per 
cent and education cess of 
3 per cent.

“However, post-GST, 
the same has been re-
moved, hence there is 
no cost for import of gar-
ments from Bangladesh 
and for other countries,” 
Jain said.

Davanagere (KTK), March 
27 (PTI): BJP president 
Amit Shah today accused 
the Siddaramaiah govern-
ment in Karnataka of trying 
to divide Hindus and being 
the “most corrupt” one in 
the country.

On a two-day visit to 
the poll-bound Karnata-
ka, Shah said the move to 
accord religious minor-
ity tag to Lingayats and 
Veerashaiva Linagayats 
was an attempt to ‘divide’ 
the Hindus.

“Just ahead of the (as-
sembly) elections in Kar-
nataka, they have tried 
to divide Lingayats and 
Veerashaivas, also Lin-
gayats and other com-
munities, by announcing 
minority status for them,” 
Shah told reporters here.

Questioning the tim-
ing of the move, he asked 
the Siddaramaiah govern-
ment, “What were you do-
ing for five years?” 

“In 2013 when your 
own (UPA) government 
was in power at the Centre, 

New Delhi, March 27 
(PTI): The Election Com-
mission this evening set 
up a committee of senior 
officials to probe the leak 
of the poll schedule for 
Karnataka before it was 
announced by the Chief 
Election Commissioner 
earlier today.

The committee, which 
has been asked to submit 
its report within a week, 
would also suggest steps 
needed to prevent any 

such eventuality in future.
In a statement, the 

poll watchdog referred to 
a tweet by BJP IT cell chief 
Amit Malviya in which he 
had put out the election 
date minutes before CEC 
O P Rawat actually an-
nounced the schedule at a 
press conference.

Malviya tweeted that 
polls would be held on May 
12 and counting will take 
place on May 18. 

While he was correct 

Mumbai, March 27 (IANS): The Punjab 
National Bank has refused to provide 
any information pertaining to abscond-
ing scamster, diamantaire Nirav Modi, to 
queries sought under RTI, an activist said 
here on Tuesday.

Anil Galgali said that he had sought 
specific RTI replies from PNB on the total 
quantum of loan sanctioned to Modi, the 
procedures applied by the bank for sanc-
tioning the same and the resolution of the 
Board of Directors by which the loans were 
approved.

“I sought to know the quantum of the 
loans extended, the board meeting details 
like agenda, proposal, approval and min-
utes of the meeting in which those loan 
proposals were sanctioned to Modi, under 
RTI,” he said.

However, the PNB’s Deputy General 
Manager and CPRO Joy Roy replied that 
the case has exemption from disclosure 
under the RTI Act’s Section 8(1)(h), about 
information could impede the process of 
investigations or apprehension or pros-
ecution of offenders, and hence the plea 

was declined, he said.
Now, Galgali has filed the first appeal 

as per the RTI Act and is awaiting the reply.
“It is important to expose the officers 

who failed in their duty to safeguard the 
public money from being siphoned off, 
hence the details of the Board meeting 
of the PNB is important, the details like 
the Agenda of the meeting, Resolution 
adopted in the meeting for sanction and 
the Minutes of the meeting will help in 
exposing such officers,” he said.

Galgali said that the cooperating of-
ficers are equally responsible along with 
Nirav Modi in conducting the scam.

Once such information is made public 
and the officers are punished, the bank 
authorities will work with responsibility 
to safeguard the public deposits and will 
adopt proper measure while approving 
loan applications, he said.

Modi, his group companies and oth-
ers have been implicated in the Rs 13,500 
crore scam which was admitted by PNB 
mid-February, leading to a massive up-
heaval in the country’s banking system.

New Delhi, March 27 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court today 
said there was a need for a 
“robust” law to protect sen-
sitive information of citi-
zens and asked the UIDAI 
about the safeguards to 
restrain private entities, 
involved in Aadhaar au-
thentication, from parting 
with it.

A five-judge Constitu-
tion bench headed by Chief 
Justice Dipak Misra asked 
Ajay Bhushan Pandey, the 
CEO of UIDAI, about the 
safeguards employed to 
restrain private entities 
from parting with sensitive 
information of citizens for 
commercial gains while 
conducting the authentica-
tion of Aadhaar.

“There are two ends 
of authentication. You say 
that you do not know the 
purpose of authentication 
and the data at your (UID-
AI) end is safe. AUA may be 
a private entity, what are 
the safeguards, if AUA parts 
with the sensitive informa-
tion,” the bench asked the 
UIDAI CEO.

“Let us have a robust 
law to protect the data of 
citizens. There is no such 

law in India,” the bench, 
comprising justices A K 
Sikri, A M Khanwilkar, D Y 
Chandrachud and Ashok 
Bhushan, said.

Authentication User 
Agency (AUA) is an en-
tity, engaged by the Unique 
Identification Authority of 
India (UIDAI), to provide 
Aadhaar enabled services 
to Aadhaar number hold-
ers by using the authenti-
cation.

Justice Chandrachud, 
during the hearing, gave 
an illustration and said 
if, he orders pizza from 
a pizza chain on regular 
basis and if that chain 
shares the information 
with his health insurance 
firm, then it will have 
some bearing because, 
the lifestyle is one of the 
key factors. “This is a com-
mercially sensitive infor-
mation,” the judge said 
and added that there was 
no “enforceable protection 
against others” even if the 
CIDR (data repository of 
UIDAI) was fully secure.

Such sharing is pro-
hibited under the Aad-
haar Act, the CEO said, 
adding that however, 

there was no control over 
such sharing of informa-
tion by private entities, 
working as AUAs.

The bench asked the 
CEO not to bother the 
court with operational as-
pects, but to satisfy it as to 
whether any breach of data 
was possible.

The CEO said that 
breaches, if any, might 
take place from others’ 
end as the UIDAI’s CIDR 
was safe and not con-
nected to the Internet.

“In last seven years, 
not a single breach of bio-
metric details has taken 
place,” he said, adding 
that now it has been di-
rected that only the last 4 
digits of Aadhaar number 
would be put in public 
domain.

“Aadhaar biometrics is 
shared only for ‘national 
security’ reasons. The con-
sent is required at the level 
of the Cabinet secretary 
and so far, not a single re-
quest has so far come to 
us,” he said.

He said that UIDAI gets 
a lot of requests from IT de-
partment seeking Aadhaar 
data, he said, adding, “We 

tell them we don’t have ‘a 
lot of data’.” 

Sharing of information, 
except core biometrics, 
would require permission 
of the district court con-
cerned, the UIDAI CEO 
said. He said the possibil-
ity of surveillance with 
Aadhaar was not there, 
because the UIDAI did not 
keep any data that can be 
misused.

The UIDAI CEO re-
ferred to the point raised 
by the apex court that why 
the government could not 
think of giving ID cards 
as done in Singapore to 
ensure that the authorities 
do not aggregate the data 
of citizens. In Singapore, 
there is a smart card with 
online authentication to 
enhance security, he said, 
adding that even they had 
authentication records.

Moreover, Singapore 
was also planning to move 
to biometrics, he said, add-
ing that having too much 
information on the smart 
card was risky.

“It’s frozen in time. If a 
new technology develops, 
you will have to be replace 
all cards,” he said.

London, March 27 (PTI): A 
former employee of Cam-
bridge Analytica turned 
whistleblower said today that 
the company had worked ex-
tensively in India and believed 
it was employed by the Con-
gress party during his evidence 
before a UK parliamentary 
committee investigating the 
issue of fake news.

Christopher Wylie deposed 
before the House of Commons 
Digital, Culture, Media and 
Sport Committee (DCMS) here 
amid an escalating row around 
alleged Facebook data breaches 
linked with the controversial 
UK-based company, which has 
also been linked with alleged 
attempts to influence elections 
in India.

“When you look at Face-
book’s biggest market, India 
is the top in terms of numbers 
of users. Obviously, that’s a 
country which is rife with 
political discord and oppor-

tunities for destabilisation,” 
said Labour MP Paul Farrelly, 
member of the parliamentary 
committee, during his ques-
tioning.

“They (Cambridge Ana-
lytica) worked extensively in 
India. They have an office in 
India,” Wylie responded.

“I believe their client was 
Congress, but I know that they 
have done all kinds of projects. 
I don’t remember a national 
project but I know regionally. 
India’s so big that one state can 
be as big as Britain. 

But they do have offices 
there, they do have staff there,” 
the 28-year-old added, on being 
probed further.

He offered to provide the 
committee “documentation” 
on India, which was welcomed 
by Farrelly, who said India was 
a country that did not need any 
added “tensions”.

During his evidence, Wylie 
also said that his predecessor, 

Dan Muresan, Head of Elec-
tions at SCL Group, had also 
been working in India before he 
died in Kenya under mysterious 
circumstances. He claimed to 
have heard stories that Mure-
san, a Romanian national, may 
have been poisoned in a ho-
tel room while in the African 
country.

Paul-Olivier Dehaye, co-
founder of PersonalData.IO, 
a service that helps individu-
als regain control over their 
personal data, also giving evi-
dence to the committee, added 
that he had heard reports that 
Muresan was being paid by an 
Indian billionaire who wanted 
Congress to lose elections.

“So he was pretending to 
work for one party but actually 
paid underhand by someone 
else,” said Dehaye. He added 
that it would be for Indian and 
Kenyan journalists to get to-
gether to investigate the matter 
further.

At the start of today’s ses-
sion, it emerged that Face-
book founder Mark Zucker-
berg has declined to appear 
before the committee amid 
an ongoing row over data 
breaches linked to the social 
media company.

A summons letter had been 
sent to Zuckerberg by Damian 
Collins, the chair of DCMS. In a 
response to Collins, Facebook’s 
head of public policy, Rebecca 
Stimson, said the company 
would be putting forward its 
chief technology officer, Mike 
Schroepfer, or its chief product 
officer, Chris Cox.

“Facebook fully recognises 
the level of public and Par-
liamentary interest in these 
issues and support your belief 
that these issues must be ad-
dressed at the most senior 
levels of the company by those 
in an authoritative position to 
answer your questions,” Stim-
son said.

The DCMS, which is cur-
rently hearing oral evidence 
as part of its inquiry, is likely 
to hear from one of the Face-
book executives after the Par-
liament’s Easter recess, which 
ends on April 16.

“We will seek to clarify 
from Facebook whether he 
(Zuckerberg) is available to 
give evidence or not, because 
that wasn’t clear from our cor-
respondence. 

If he is available to give 
evidence then we would be 
happy to do that either in 
person or by video link, if that 
would be more convenient for 
him,” Collins said in a state-
ment.

Wylie has accused his 
former employer, Cambridge 
Analytica, of gathering the de-
tails of 50 million users on Fa-
cebook through a personality 
quiz in 2014. 

He alleges that because 
270,000 people took the quiz, 

the data of some 50 million 
users, mainly in the US, was 
harvested without their explicit 
consent via their friend net-
works.

Wylie claims the data was 
sold to Cambridge Analytica, 
which then used it to psycho-
logically profile people and 
deliver material in favour of 
Donald Trump during the 
2016 US presidential elec-
tions. 

He also criticised Cam-
bridge Analytica for running 
campaigns in “struggling de-
mocracies”, which he called “an 
example of what modern-day 
colonialism looks like”.

“You have a wealthy com-
pany from a developed nation 
going into an economy or de-
mocracy that’s still struggling 
to get its feet on the ground 
and taking advantage of that 
to profit from that,” he told 
MPs.

Cambridge Analytica de-

nies any of the data acquired 
was used as part of the services 
it provided to the Trump cam-
paign.

As the controversy con-
tinues to escalate, Zuckerberg 
took out full-page advertise-
ments in several UK and US 
Sunday newspapers to apolo-
gise. “This was a breach of 
trust, and I am sorry,” the back-
page ads said.

In an undercover report last 
week, Cambridge Analytica 
executives had been caught 
boasting that they, along with 
parent company Strategic 
Communications Laborato-
ries, had worked in more than 
200 elections around the world, 
including India, Nigeria, Kenya, 
the Czech Republic and Argen-
tina.

The recordings were made 
during a series of meetings 
at London hotels between 
November 2017 and January 
2018.

about the date of polling, 
he got the counting date 
wrong which will actually 
take place on May 15.

“The Commission im-
mediately directed that 
the matter be probed and 
necessary and effective ac-
tion be taken. Accordingly, 
Commission has constitut-
ed a committee of senior 
officers of Election Com-
mission to investigate the 
matter and give its report 
within seven days.

It said Malviya, in an-
other tweet, had attrib-
uted a news channel as his 
source. In his press confer-
ence to announce the poll 
schedule, Rawat had de-
scribed the leak as a “very 
serious” issue that merited 
a probe and “stringent ac-
tion”.

He said people can 
conjecture but noted that 
as information has been 
“leaked”, the Election 
Commission will probe the 
matter and take “stringent 
action” both “legally and 
administratively”.

they had rejected it. Why 
was Siddaramaiah silent 
then. This is an attempt 
to divide the Hindus..,” he 
said.

Shah said it was not a 
programme towards the 
welfare of the Veerashaiva 
and Lingayat community 
but a “conspiracy” to stop 
Yeddyurappa, considered a 
Lingayat strongman, from 
becoming the chief minis-
ter. “Lingayat community 
understands it and I’m sure 
the people of Karnataka 

will answer it through bal-
lots,” he said.

The Karnataka Cabi-
net had recently decided 
to recommend to the Cen-
tre to accord the religious 
minority tag to Lingayats 
and Veerashaiva Lingay-
ats, apparently to cut into 
the vote bank of the BJP, 
which significantly banks 
on their support.

Alleging that Siddara-
maiah even tried to bring 
‘mutts’ and temples under 
the government control, he 

New Delhi, March 27 
(IANS): The Congress on 
Tuesday attacked the BJP 
over its IT cell chief declar-
ing the date of the Karna-
taka assembly polls before 
the Election Commission 
did and said the poll panel’s 
credibility is on test and the 
ruling party has become a 
“Super Election Commis-
sion.”

Congress leaders Ran-
deep Singh Surjewala, 
Manish Tewari and Jyo-
tiraditya Scindia said in 
tweets that the declaration 
of the date by the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) function-
ary is unprecedented and 
imperils democracy.

Earlier in the day, Amit 
Malviya, head of the BJP’s 
Information Technology 
cell, tweeted the date of the 
Karnataka Assembly polls 
before the EC announce-
ment. He later deleted the 
tweet.

Surjewala asked if an 
FIR would be filed against 
Malviya and notice given to 

BJP chief Amit Shah. 
“BJP becomes the ‘Su-

per Election Commission’ 
as they announce poll 
dates for Karnataka even 
before the EC. Credibility of 
EC is on test,” he said.

“Will EC now issue no-
tice to BJP President Amit 
Shah and register an FIR 
against BJP IT Head for 
leaking EC’s confidential 
information?” he sought 
to know. 

Scindia described the 
incident as “absurd” and 
said the concerned au-
thorities must give an ex-
planation. 

“Shocking that BJP IT 
cell knew Karnataka elec-
tions 2018 dates before 
official Election Commis-
sion announcement. We 
are forced to question the 
sanctity of the EC and our 
democratic tradition of free 
and fair elections. This is 
absurd and unprecedent-
ed! Concerned authori-
ties must explain!” said 
Scindia.

New Delhi, March 27 
(IANS): India and the US 
on Tuesday held the 15th 
meeting of their Counter-
terrorism Joint Working 
Group here and reviewed 
threats posed by terro-
rosts groups across the 
world.

“The Working Group 
reviewed threats posed by 
terrorist groups worldwide 
and in their respective re-
gions including cross-bor-
der terrorism in the South 
Asian region,” the External 
Affairs Ministry said in a 
statement in an obvious 
reference to Pakistan pro-
viding financial support 
and safe havens to terror 
groups.

“The two sides dis-
cussed international efforts 
to counter threats posed by 
foreign terrorist fighters.”

Tuesday’s meeting was 
led by Mahaveer Singhvi, 
Joint Secretary in India’s 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
on the Indian side and Ali-
na L. Romanowski, the US 
State Department’s Princi-
pal Deputy Coordinator for 
Counter-terrorism.

According to the state-
ment, the working group 
also discussed interna-
tional and bilateral co-
operation on justice, law 
enforcement and capacity 
building efforts to counter 
terrorism and UN Secu-
rity Council Resolution 
2396.

Adopted in December 
last year, UNSC Resolu-
tion 2396 is aimed at help-
ing UN member states 
detect and counter the 
threat posed by foreign 
terrorist fighters, especial-
ly those returning from 
the conflict zones in Iraq 
and Syria.

The statement added 
that following up on the 
inaugural US-India Coun-
ter-terrorism Designations 
Dialogue in December 
2017, the delegations in 
Tuesday’s meeting “dis-
cussed ongoing efforts to 
ensure the effective im-
plementation of domestic 
and international terrorist 
designations”.

The US will host the 
next meeting of the Joint 
Working Group in 2019.

said it was given up follow-
ing opposition to the move.

“I have made five to 
six visits to Karnataka 
and after meeting peo-
ple I have been able to 
understand the feeling 
of Karnataka,” said Shah.

“The feeling of people 
of Karnataka is that he (Sid-
daramaiah) is not AHINDA 
leader, an AHINDU (anti-
Hindu) leader,” he added.

AHINDA is a Kannada 
acronym for minorities, 
backward classes and dal-
its. He said if the Congress 
didn’t stop Siddaramaiah, 
the party may have to face 
“harsh consequences” in 
elections.

“On one hand, Con-
gress president speaks 
about uniting Hindus, 
Muslims, Sikhs and Chris-
tians, while on the other 
hand in Karnataka, its own 
chief minister is speaking 
about dividing Hindus.

“I have not seen such a 
sharp difference within a 
political party,” he added.

Accusing the Islamic 

outfit, Popular Front of 
India and its political wing 
SDPI (Social Democratic 
Party of India) of being 
involved in killing Hindus 
and the BJP and the RSS 
activists, Shah alleged that 
the state government was 
playing “dirty vote bank 
politics” by withdrawing 
cases against them.

“On one side, the Kerala 
government has recom-
mended to ban PFI to the 
Union government, but 
Siddaramaiah finds noth-
ing wrong with the PFI. 
This appeasement policy 
is the biggest threat to the 
security of Karnataka and 
India.”  Shah also said the 
people of Karnataka had 
understood that “this is 
the most corrupt govern-
ment.” 

“Recently a retired 
Supreme Court judge 
said if there was com-
petition for corruption 
in the country, Siddara-
maiah government will 
get number one award,” 
Shah said.
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Spokesperson of the Coalition Forces for Supporting the Legitimacy in Yemen Turki al-Malki addresses a 
press conference about the seven ballistic missiles launched on March 26, 2018, allegedly carrying the 
stamp of Iranian regime, at Armed Forces Club in Riyadh on Monday.

PTI

Kim Jong Un (File photo)

Rodrigo Duterte

Vladimir Putin

North Korean leader Kim 
visits China — Reports

Saudi-led coalition threatens 
retaliation against Iran over missiles 

Duterte government threatens 
human rights groups — NGO

State institutions should operate within their limits — Sharif 

NATO to expel seven Russian diplomats

Senate committee summons FB, Google, Twitter CEOs to testify 

Putin calls mall fire ‘criminal negligence’, vows punishment 

Banagladesh sees meth boom amid Rohingya crisis

Beijing, March 27 (PTI): 
Speculation is rife that Kim 
Jong Un made a surprise 
visit to China after media 
reports that a special train 
believed to be carrying the 
North Korean dictator ar-
rived here.

Speculation is rife that 
Kim Jong Un made a sur-
prise visit to China after 
media reports about arrival 
of a special train believed 
to be carrying the North 
Korean dictator.

Chinese foreign min-
istry spokeswoman Hua 
Chunying, however, said 
at a media briefing that she 
had “no information for the 
moment” about reports 
that Kim visited China. 
“The information will be 
published in due course,” 
she said. If confirmed, it 
would be Kim’s first over-
seas trip since he took over 
power in 2011 after his fa-
ther’s death.

Japan’s Kyodo news 
agency, citing unidentified 
sources, reported that a 
high-ranking North Korean 
official had arrived in the 
Chinese capital on Monday 
afternoon.

Japanese broadcaster 
Nippon TV showed foot-
age of a train -- similar to 

Riyadh, March 27 (PTI/
AFP): A military coalition 
led by Saudi Arabia has 
threatened retaliation 
against arch-foe Iran, ac-
cusing the Shiite power of 
being behind a barrage of 
Yemeni rebel missile at-
tacks on the kingdom.

Saudi forces said they 
intercepted seven missiles 
on Sunday, including over 
the capital Riyadh, in a 
deadly escalation that co-
incided with the third an-
niversary of the coalition’s 
intervention in Yemen.

Displaying wreckage 
at a news conference in 

Riyadh of what it said were 
fragments of those bal-
listic missiles, the coalition 
claimed forensic analysis 
showed they were supplied 
to Huthi rebels by their ally 
Iran.

We “reserve the right to 
respond against Iran at the 
right time and right place”, 
he added.

Egyptian national Ab-
dul-Moteleb Ahmed, 38, 
died instantly in his bed 
when what appeared to be 
burning shrapnel struck 
his ramshackle room in 
Riyadh’s Um al-Hammam 
district, leaving a gaping 

hole in the roof, witnesses 
told by AFP at the site.

Three other Egyptian 
labourers in the same room 
were wounded and hospi-
talised, they said.

T h e  I r a n - a l i g n e d 
Huthis said on their Al-
Masirah television that 
Riyadh’s King Khalid In-
ternational Airport was 
among the targets.

Malki alleged the rebels 
in Sanaa were using the 
airport there to launch 
missiles on Saudi territory, 
adding the coalition had 
seized a number of smug-
gled weapons.

Dhaka, March 27 (PTI/
AFP): Bangladesh security 
forces have seized nearly 
nine million methamphet-
amine pills in less than 
three months as a massive 
influx of Rohingya refugees 
brings increased smug-
gling from Myanmar, of-
ficials said today.

Increased raids on fish-
ing boats on the Naf river, 
which divides the neigh-
bours, have reaped the 
massive haul of ‘yaba’ pills 
which are snapped up by 
Bangladesh youth.

Border Guard Bangla-
desh (BGB) troops in the 
border town of Teknaf have 
seized some 5.16 million 
of the caffeine-laced meth 
pills and coast guards have 
confiscated 3.47 million 

pills since January 1, of-
ficials said.

“In one raid on March 
15, we seized 1.8 million 
yaba pills abandoned in 
four sacks in the Naf river,” 
border guard commander 
Lieutenant Colonel Asadud 
Zaman Chowdhury told 
AFP.

Coast guards patrolling 
the Bay of Bengal arrested 
six Myanmar citizens and 
seized some 300,000 pills 
from one fishing boat this 
month, a senior officer 
said.

Yaba is a Thai word 
meaning “crazy medicine”. 
The pills have become an 
easy source of income for 
the Rohingya who have 
poured across the border 
since the Myanmar mili-

tary launched a crackdown 
in their home Rakhine state 
in August last year.

The refugees act as 
‘yaba’ carriers, handing 
over the pills to dealers on 
the Bangladesh side of the 
border who then take them 
to the country’s main cities, 
according to police.

Border guards and 
counter-narcotics officials 
told AFP that the traffick-
ing flourishes because of 
the difficulty patrolling the 
54 kilometres (33 miles) of 
the Naf which acts as the 
border between the two 
countries.

The pills are produced 
in bathroom-sized labs 
on the Myanmar side of 
the border, according to 
a Bangladeshi counter-

narcotic official.
Nearly 700,000 Ro-

hingya have entered Bang-
ladesh since August 25, 
joining another 300,000 
already living in camps 
along the border for many 
years.

“The number of peo-
ple who were used as car-
riers has increased due 
to the influx. The internal 
carriers have increased. 
Some of them are des-
perate just for survival,” 
Chowdhury said.

“It is a way to make easy 
money,” said Chowdhury, 
who explained that a yaba 
pill bought on the Myan-
mar border for 20 US cents 
can be sold at three-four 
dollars in the Bangladesh 
capital Dhaka.

Manila, March 27 (IANS): 
The Philippines govern-
ment has indirectly threat-
ened rights groups by link-
ing them with drug lords in 
the country, NGO Human 
Rights Watch (HRW) said 
on Tuesday.

HRW was responding 
to a comment by Philip-
pines Presidential spokes-
man Harry Roque, who on 
Monday said that “some 
human rights groups have 
become unwitting tools of 
drug lords to hinder the 
strides of the (Rodrigo Du-
terte) administration”, Efe 
news agency reported.

In its report, HRW’s 
Deputy Director of Asia 
Division Phelim Kine said 
Roque’s claims were “more 
than just gratuitous slurs 

aimed at undermining the 
integrity of Philippines 
human rights activists 
pushing back against the 
Duterte government’s at-
tack on rule of law and its 
instigation and incitement 
of possible crimes against 
humanity”.

The association of 
rights groups with drug 
lords stood out as a “sin-
ister veiled threat in a 
country in which the gov-
ernment-compiled ‘watch 
lists’ of suspected drug us-
ers and drug dealers had 
been linked to many of the 
‘drug war’s’ thousands of 
victims”, HRW said.

The Duterte govern-
ment’s intimidation tactics 
were misguided attempts 
to avoid probes by the 

Islamabad, March 27 (PTI): Pakistan’s ousted 
prime minister Nawaz Sharif said today that 
the state institutions should operate within 
their limits, in an apparent reference to the 
judiciary and the powerful military establish-
ment.

“Had we respected the sanctity of vote for 
70 years, Pakistan would have been in the top 
10 countries of the world,” Sharif was quoted 
as saying by the Geo TV.

The powerful army, which enjoys con-
siderable influence over policy decisions in 
Pakistan, has ruled the country for much of its 
life since it gained independence 70 years ago.

The former prime minister also called for 
an end to all laws made under martial law 
regimes.

Sharif was speaking at the Punjab House 
where he held a meeting with party leaders 

and allies, including Pakhtuhkhwa Milli Awami 
Party chief Mahmood Khan Achakzai.

He said he may not have been an ideologi-
cal person before but now he is 100 per cent 
ideological.

Earlier, Sharif said he is looking at things 
like the recent interview of Pakistan’s chief jus-
tice Mian Saqib Nisar and a newspaper article 
detailing the army chief’s ‘doctrine’.

Talking to reporters inside the account-
ability court hearing a corruption case against 
him and his family, Sharif said former army 
chief Gen (retd) Pervez Musharraf lies about 
his return to Pakistan.

“He would show his fists and say ‘Nawaz 
and Benazir would never come back to Paki-
stan’,” he said about the former army chief who 
recently postponed his return to the country to 
face trial on security grounds.

“I’m here with my daughter facing the 
courts,” he said, adding that people should 
understand the difference between people like 
Musharraf and politicians.

Sharif claimed that everyone knows he is 
not the one to take signals’, adding that he has 
paid a price for democracy and is paying it now 
too. “The public’s thumbs and not the um-
pire’s finger will deliver votes,” the three-time 
prime minister said, referring to Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf chief Imran Khan’s umpire 
reference during the anti-government pro-
test in 2014.

Sharif said the reason for the attacks against 
him is his standing with the Constitution.

He also regretted becoming part of the 2012 
Memogate case against the Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) government and the then Pakistan 
envoy to the US Husain Haqqani.

Brussels, March 27 (IANS): NATO be-
came the latest entity to dismiss Rus-
sian diplomats over Moscow’s alleged 
role in a nerve agent attack against 
a former double agent in Salisbury, 
as the trans-Atlantic organization 
announced on Tuesday that seven 
officials would have their accredita-
tion withdrawn.

At a press conference in Brussels, 
Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg 
stated that the suspected nerve 
agent attack that left Sergei Skripal 

and his daughter Yulia fighting for 
their lives was the first of its kind on 
NATO territory, adding that 25 NATO 
allies and partners had expelled a 
total of 140 Russian diplomats in 
response. 

“NATO is unified in taking further 
steps. I have today withdrawn the 
accreditation of seven staff at the Rus-
sian mission to NATO. I will also deny 
the pending accreditation requests 
for three others,” the Norwegian poli-
tician was cited as saying by Efe news. 

He said it sent a clear message to 
Russia that there were consequences 
to its reckless behaviour. 

Moscow has vehemently denied 
deploying a suspected Novichok 
chemical against ex-spy Skripal and 
his daughter, but leaders of Western 
nations were united in their criticism 
of Russia for what they denounced 
as a “flagrant breach of international 
law”. Chemical weapons experts were 
currently carrying out an analysis of 
the agent.

Washington, March 27 (PTI): A 
powerful Congressional com-
mittee has summoned the CEOs 
of the top three tech giants - Fa-
cebook, Twitter and Google - to 
testify next month about UK 
communications firm Cambridge 
Analytica’s misuse of private data 
from up to 50 million user profiles.

Mark Zuckerberg of Facebook, 
Indian-American Sunder Pichai of 
Google and Jack Dorsey of Twitter 
have been invited to testify before 
the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee scheduled for April 10 by the 
Committee’s Chairman Chuck 
Grassley.

In a statement, Grassley said 
yesterday that Zuckerberg had 
been invited to discuss the com-
pany’s past and future policies 

regarding the protection and 
monitoring of consumer data.

The hearing will broadly cover 
privacy standards for the collec-
tion, retention and dissemination 
of consumer data for commercial 
use.

“It will also examine how such 
data may be misused or improp-
erly transferred and what steps 
companies like Facebook can take 
to better protect personal infor-
mation of users and ensure more 
transparency in the process,” a 
statement said.

Grassley also invited Pichai 
and Dorsey to discuss the future 
of data privacy in the social me-
dia industry and how to develop 
“rules of the road” that encourage 
companies to develop tailored 

approaches to privacy which 
satisfy consumer expectations 
while maintaining incentives for 
innovation.

Senator Mark Warner also 
sought answers from the tech 
companies on data protection.

Senator Ed Markey said Face-
book’s failure to protect millions 
of Americans’ private informa-
tion in the Cambridge Analytica 
breach showed “why we cannot 
rely on corporations” to police 
themselves.

“We need laws that prevent 
corporations from abusing Ameri-
cans privacy rights,” said Markey.

Meanwhile, online news pub-
lication ‘Intercept’ reported that 
the US Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement used backend Fa-

cebook data to locate and track 
immigrants that it is working to 
round up.

Congressman Bobby L Rush 
has introduced a legislation that 
would require the Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC) to issue regu-
lations requiring companies like 
Facebook that own or possess 
data containing personal infor-
mation to establish specified se-
curity policies and procedures to 
treat and protect such informa-
tion.

The FTC confirmed last week 
that it had opened an inquiry over 
the alleged misuse of data by the 
UK consulting group Cambridge 
Analytica, the scandal-hit com-
munications firm at the heart of 
the Facebook data scandal.

UN and the Internation-
al Criminal Court (ICC) 
into accountability for his 
administration’s war on 
drugs, the NGO added.

The Philippines gov-
ernment’s criticism of 
NGOs came as the ICC in 
early February announced 
its intention to launch a 
preliminary examination 
into killings that occurred 
amid the war on drugs.

On March 14, the Phil-
ippines President respond-
ed in turn by withdrawing 
the government’s ratifica-
tion of the Rome Statute, 
the treaty that created the 
ICC.

Despite Duterte’s pop-
ularity among most Filipi-
nos, his brutal campaign 
against people linked to the 
drug trade is divisive and 
controversial.

According to Philip-
pines government agen-
cies, over 4,000 “drug per-
sonalities” have died in 
some 85,000 anti-drug op-
erations since July 1, 2016, 
when Duterte assumed 
office.

However, HRW puts 
the campaign’s death toll 
much higher -- at more 
than 13,000 -- which in-
cludes killings by police 
officers and vigilante 
groups.

Moscow, March 27 (IANS): 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin on Tuesday said the 
shopping mall fire that 
claimed 64 lives, includ-
ing those of 41 children, 
was caused by “criminal 
negligence” and all those 
responsible for it would be 
punished.

The horrific fire start-
ed on the top floor of the 
four-storey Winter Cherry 
shopping mall on Sunday 
in Kemerovo, located in 
southern Siberia around 
3,000 km east of Mos-
cow. Most of the victims 
were children as the mall’s 
shops, cinema and bowling 
alley were packed due to 
school holidays. 

Visiting the scene in 
Kemerovo, Putin berated 
“sloppiness” and told rela-
tives of the victims that 
there would be a thorough 
investigation into the inci-
dent and those responsible 
would be punished, TASS 
news agency reported. 

“A 100-member inves-
tigative group is working 
here, headed by the Inves-
tigative Committee chief. 
Rest assured, all those 
responsible will be pun-
ished,” he said.

The inferno engulfed 
a children’s trampoline 
room and a cinema hall 

on the fourth floor. Russia’s 
Investigative Committee 
(ICR) in a statement cited 
“serious violations” and 
said a fire safety technician 
at the complex “switched 
off the alarm system” after 
being alerted about the fire.

It said a criminal in-
vestigation into the cause 
of the fire had begun, al-
though reports suggested 
that it could have been 
started by a child misus-
ing a cigarette lighter or 
malfunctioning electrical 
wires.

Out of 64 bodies, 25 
were identified which in-
cluded 13 children, TASS 
reported. 

“The bodies of 13 chil-
dren who died in the fire 
have been identified,” 

Health Minister Veronika 
Skvortsova said. She also 
said that experts started 
DNA tests required for 
identifying the bodies 
of those who died in the 
deadly inferno.

An official in the emer-
gency services said that 
another 68 people were 
injured and poisoned with 
combustion products. Pu-
tin visited the injured in Ke-
merovo’s regional hospital.

Interfax news agency 
reported that some 300 
people gathered outside 
the local government 
headquarters demanding 
the dismissal of authorities. 

“What is happening 
here?”, the Russian Pres-
ident said after laying a 
wreath at the scene. “This 

is no battle or an unex-
pected methane outburst 
in a mine.”

“People, children came 
to relax. We are talking 
about demography and are 
losing so many people be-
cause of what? Because of 
criminal negligence, slop-
piness,” he said. Five peo-
ple were arrested including 
the official suspected of 
deactivating the public 
address system. The Ke-
merovo region will observe 
three days of mourning 
starting on Tuesday. 

“The mourning will last 
for three days from March 
27 to 29. The correspond-
ing order was signed by 
Governor Aman Tuleyev. 
The state flags of the Rus-
sian Federation and the 
flags of the region will be 
lowered on the whole ter-
ritory of the Kemerovo re-
gion,” an official statement 
said.

All institutions, organi-
sations, TV and radio com-
panies were asked to can-
cel recreational activities.

Meanwhile, the head of 
the city’s fire department 
Sergei Yakovlev said that 
the blaze had spread via 
flammable thermal insula-
tion that complicated the 
process of extinguishing 
the inferno.

Iran has repeatedly de-
nied arming the Huthis in 
Yemen, despite claims by 
the United States and Saudi 
Arabia that the evidence 
of an arms connection is 
irrefutable.

A Saudi-led military 
coalition intervened in 
Yemen on March 26, 2015 
to try to restore the govern-
ment of President Abe-
drabbo Mansour Hadi after 
the Shiite Huthis and their 
allies took over large parts 
of the country, including 
the capital Sanaa.

Hours after the missile 
attacks on Saudi Arabia, 
hundreds of thousands 
of Huthi rebel support-
ers flooded the streets of 
Yemen’s capital yesterday 
to mark three years of 
war.

Sanaa’s Sabaeen Square 
was a sea of Yemeni flags as 
rebel authorities ordered 
all schools and govern-
ment offices shut for the 
anniversary.

Huthi supporters car-
ried portraits of rebel chief 
Abdulmalik al-Huthi and 
speakers blasted out a fiery 
speech by Hassan Nasral-
lah, leader of Lebanon’s 
powerful Hezbollah Shiite 
movement, praising the 
“steadfastness” of the Yem-
eni people.

the one used for foreign 
visits by Kim’s late father 
Kim Jong Il -- at a Beijing 
station.

There were also reports 
about heavy security on the 
China-North Korea border 
and later at a a guesthouse 
where prominent North 
Koreans have stayed in 
the past. Historically, the 
visits of North Korean lead-
ers to China, the country’s 
neighbour and closest ally, 

were always shrouded in 
secrecy. Kim’s late father 
Kim Jong-il too used to visit 
China secretly.

Tensions temporar-
ily abated in the Korean 
Peninsula recently over 
North Korea’s nuclear pro-
gramme after US President 
Donald Trump agreed for a 
summit meeting with Kim. 
Though North Korea has 
remained a long-standing 
ally of China, relations be-

tween the two countries 
have been strained after 
Beijing beefed up UN sanc-
tions by blocking essential 
supplies like oil and coal 
following pressure from 
Trump.

Observers say the se-
verity of sanctions made 
Kim to tone down his 
rhetoric on acquiring nu-
clear weapons and con-
sider the option for talks 
with US.
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Lt. Col. Akho Nagi (third from right) along with the Echoes Hill members after the inauguration of 
Sharktail Audio House in Dimapur on March 27.

Fireflood vocalist Jeven John with the “Best Rock Artist-Popular Choice” at the Radio City Freedom 
Awards 5 in Mumbai on Friday March 23. 

Jackman warns fans 
about his impersonators
Actor Hugh Jackman has warned his fans of his online impersona-
tors, who con people by misusing personal information. Jackman 
tweeted: “I am aware that people are pretending to be me on Twit-
ter, Instagram and Facebook. Please do not respond, give money 
or your personal information” “My official handle, on each site, has 
a blue check mark. I am working from my end to stop these folks 
as best as possible. Thank you to those who have sent me mes-
sages on this. It’s really helpful.”

2 pm, 8 pm: Hichki (Hindi)

11 am, 5 pm: Pacific Rim (Eng 2D)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

B
ollywood actress-producer 
Anushka Sharma features in 
the Forbes 30 Under 30 Asia 
2018 list, which includes 
innovators and disruptors 

who are reshaping their industries and 
changing Asia for the better.

Anushka, one of Indian film indus-
try’s highest paid actresses, is all of 29. 

She started out her career as a 
model in 2007, making her acting 
debut in 2008 in the hugely successful 
“Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi,” which won her 
a Filmfare award for Best Actress.

She has since acted in movies 
like “Band Baaja Baaraat”, “Jab Tak 
Hai Jaan”, “PK”, “Bombay Velvet”, “Dil 
Dhadakne Do”, “Ae Dil Hai Mushkil” 
and “Jab Harry Met Sejal”.

As a producer, Anushka, who is 

married to ace 
cricketer Virat 
Kohli, has made 
films like “NH10”, 
“Phillauri” and “Pari” 
under her banner Clean 
Slate Films. She starred in 
all three films herself.

The Forbes list high-
lights 300 young individuals 
driving change in Asia.

India’s badminton ace P.V. 
Sindhu also features in the list.

Pakistani singer Momina Mus-
tehsan, who shot to fame with the 
Coke Studio version of “Afreen 
afreen”, which she sang with 
Rahat Fateh Ali Khan for, too 
finds a mention.

IANS

Anushka 
Sharma in 
Forbes 30 
Under 30 Asia 
2018 list

Jazz band, Luis 
trio to conduct 
workshops 

Kim Kardashian 
accused of 
photoshop again

A
ctor Varun Dha-
wan, who starred 
in the remake of 
Salman Khan star-
rer “Judwaa”, says 

the superstar is the best and the 
most helpful human being.

Varun on Monday treated 
his fans to a question and answer 

session, where a user asked him to 
describe Salman. 

“Bhai (Salman) is the best and 
most helpful human being,” Varun 

said. When a fan complimented Varun’s 
work, he said he does not want to limit 

himself.
“Trust me I’m still me. I just won’t limit 

myself just because some people think that 
I can only do certain type of cinema,” com-
mented the actor, who has featured in films 
like “Student of the Year”, “Badlapur” and 
“Badrinath Ki Dulhania”.

Varun currently awaits the release of his 
latest project “October”, directed by Shoojit 
Sircar. Asked how different “October” is 
from his other films, he said: “It’s very dif-
ferent. Everything was real. I was living dan 

rather than playing him. If he was sad, I 
became sad.”

Co-produced by Ronnie Lahiri and 
Sheel Kumar, “October” celebrates love, 
nature and the autumn season.

Varun plays a hotel’s housekeeper who 
is in love with the idea of love. The girl 
whom he follows into the ICU of a hospital 
barely acknowledges him at their work-
place. Yet he clings to the idea of love.

The film also stars Banita Sandhu and is 
slated to release on April 13.

The actor will also be seen with actress 
Anushka Sharma in the upcoming movie 
“Sui Dhaaga - Made in India”. He described 
the “Pari” actress as “superb”, “nice” and 
“very funny”.

“Sui Dhaaga - Made in India” is a story 
of self-reliance aimed to connect with every 
Indian. The film also stars Anushka Sharma 
and is produced by Yash Raj Films (YRF) 
banner.  The “Badlapur” actor will turn 31 
on April 24. 

Talking about his birthday plans with a 
fan, Varun said: “God knws might be shoot-
ing something special”.

IANS

L
uis Trio, a three 
piece Jazz band 
from Delhi will 
be in Dimapur 
a n d  K o h i m a 

starting March 29th 2018 
as a part of their North-
East tour. They will be 
conducting workshops 
at Hope Centre for Excel-
lence & Symphony Acad-
emy of Music Kohima 
and wrapping it up with a 
concert at the mentioned 
Music schools.

The Luis Trio is  a 
project formed and con-
ceptualized by French mu-
sician Loic Sanlaville.

Originally set in Jazz el-
ements in 2011, the project 
has since grown to acquire 
its own style with a Hip 
Hop sound. The band uses 
elements of different mu-
sic set on original compo-
sitions by Loic.

Loic moved to India 
five years ago and his love 
for “Hindustani sounds” 
mixed with French sounds 
is reflected in the eclectic 
mix of his music. 

The main event will 
be held on March 30, 5:30 
pm, at Hope Centre for 
Excellence

EMN

R
eality TV star 
Kim Kardashi-
an has been 
accused of a 
photoshop fail, 

yet again.
The 37-year-old 

shared on Instagram a 
photograph in which she 
looks flawless from head 
to toe, reports mirror.
co.uk.  Posing alongside 
her friend and make-up 
artist Mario Dedivanovic, 
Kim flaunts her curves 
in nothing but a high cut 
black swimsuit as she 
adopted a variety of poses.

But fans weren’t con-
vinced they were seeing 
the “real Kim” as they took 
to social media to com-
plain she looked totally 
unrecognisable.

“When were these pic-
tures taken? You look 27,” 
commented one user.

“Hot. Airbrushed, but 
hot,” added another.

IANS

W
ith the 
objec-
tive to 
provide 
plat-

form for upcoming local 
musicians to display 
their talents and serves 
as a launch pad to en-
able them foray into 
wider arena, Echoes 
Hill- a Dimapur based 
local band- has intro-
duced a place titled 
‘Sharktail Audio 
House’ on March 

27. ‘Sharktail Audio 
House’ is located at 4th 
Mile, above Axis bank 
ATM, at Diphupar village, 
Dimapur. 

The ‘Sharktail Audio 

House’ was inaugurated 
by Lt. Col. Akho Nagi 
(MSM), Highway Com-
mander of NSCN (IM), in 
a simple function in the 
presence of relatives and 
well-wishers.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Akho has expressed 
optimism that ‘Sharktail 
Audio House’ would go 
a long way in benefitting 
upcoming generations. 
Stating that music has no 
boundary, he was confi-
dent that such a platform 
would bring together all 
music lovers and pro-
mote peace and harmony 
in the society.

Also stating that mu-
sic is liked by all irrespec-

tive of age, he said music 
helps to refresh the mind 
and soul. He added that 
music helps in the growth 
of a child by enabling 
them perform better aca-
demically, emotionally, 
physically and spiritually.

Besides, he said mu-
sic is an important part 
in worship among the 
Christians. He has con-
veyed best wishes to the 
‘Sharktail Audio House’ 
in their future endeavour.

Echoes Hill comprises 
of Asü Shojoh (vocal), 
Surholu Rio (vocal), Jabez 
Zeliang (guitar), Henok 
Phom (bass), and Anam 
Mbung (drums).

Eastern Mirror Desk

F
ireflood, a Ban-
galore based 
gospel band 
with seven 
professional 

musicians from various 
parts of the Northeast 
and the country was 
awarded the “Best Rock 
Artist-Popular Choice” at 
the Radio City Freedom 
Awards fifth edition held 
in Mumbai on Friday 
March 23. 

Fireflood is a clas-
sic rock band with a 
balance of rock & 
rolls and blues 
music. The band 
was nominated 
amongst other 

T
he 6th single titled “Let your 
light shine” by Muno Shiu 
feat Sudu Rhax and Tweax 
has been released. A resident 
of Diphupar, muno Shiu was 

ranked amongst the top 5 in the alterna-
tive genre of Songdew in 2017. He was 
also mentioned as one of the artists to 
look out for from the Northeast by Eclec-
tic Magazine in 2017. 

 “Let your beauty be a blessing to 
someone and let the gentle smile heal 
the world be humble and shine” the 
musician added. 

Sudu Rhax is a Rapper based in 
Dimapur. He is currently doing his higher 
secondary studies from Pranab Vidyapith 
Higher Secondary School, Dimapur and 
he is also the former member of “The 
Spotlight”. He is also nominated for the 
8th Music Awards of Nagaland in the 
Hip-hop/Rap category.

Tweax ( Meyu Longchar ) is an EDM 
producer from Mokokchung, Nagaland. 
He is also a member of Whoops! Here we 
are and produce genres such as dub-
step, tropical house and future bass. His 
first single ‘’Zero to Hero’’ was released 
by Cpytic Records. He aspires to make 
music which crosses genres and bring 

Salman Khan is 
the best human 

being – Varun 
Dhawan

‘Sharktail Audio House’ 
inaugurated in Dimapur

Radio City Freedom Awards 5: Fireflood 
receives Best Rock Artist-Popular Choice “Let your beauty shine” 

released by Muno Shiu

something fresh to the scene.
The Song was recorded at Black and 

White studio, Chumukedima. The song 
was mixed by Imdong Ajem and Sangpo 
jamir. The song is now available at Indi-
hut.com 

EMN

rock bands under 
the “Best Rock 
Artist” category. 
The band mem-
bers consist of 

Jeven John (vocalist) 
and Kekhrie Ringa (co-
vocalist), Algan Lyngdoh 
(rhythm guitar), Willy 
Kharlukhi (lead guitar), 

Aiborlang Marbaniang 
(bass), Dakerri Shabong 
(keyboard) and Ethan 
Alrico (drums).

EMN
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NASA to intensify focus 
on Earth’s frozen regions

Google blocks access to its apps 
on uncertified Android devices

62% Indians run out of smartphone space every three months

New guar gum based hydrogel may help save drought-hit crops

Washington, March 27 
(IANS): To enhance un-
derstanding of Earth’s ice 
sheets, glaciers, sea ice, 
snow cover and perma-
frost, NASA will launch 
two new satellite missions 
and conduct an array of 
field research in 2018, the 
US space agency said on 
Tuesday.

These missions come 
at a time when decades 
of observations from the 
ground, air and space have 
revealed signs of change 
in these frozen regions 
of our planet, called the 
“cryosphere.”

O n g o i n g  c h a n g e s 
with the cryosphere, 

while often occurring 
in remote regions, have 
impacts on people all 
around the world -- sea 
level rise affects coast-
lines globally, more than 
a billion people rely on 
water from snowpack, 
and the diminishing sea 
ice that covers the Arctic 
Ocean plays a significant 
role in Earth’s climate and 
weather patterns. 

This spring, NASA and 
the German Research 
Centre for Geosciences 
are scheduled to launch 
the Gravity Recovery and 
Climate Experiment Fol-
low-On (GRACE-FO) mis-
sion, twin satellites that 

will continue the original 
GRACE mission’s legacy 
of tracking fluctuations 
in Earth’s gravity field in 
order to detect changes in 
mass, including the mass 
of ice sheets and aquifers.

And in autumn, NASA 
is scheduled to launch the 
Ice, Cloud, and land Eleva-
tion Satellite-2 (ICESat-2), 
which will use a highly 
advanced laser instrument 
to measure the changing 
elevation of ice around the 
world, providing a view of 
the height of Earth’s ice 
with greater detail than 
previously possible.

Together the two mis-
sions will make critical, 

complementary measure-
ments of Earth’s glaciers 
and ice sheets, NASA said. 

Both missions will 
also make other key ob-
servations. For instance, 
GRACE-FO will measure 
groundwater reserves and 
deep ocean currents and 
ICESat-2 will measure sea 
ice thickness and vegeta-
tion height.

NASA research shows 
that permafrost -- per-
manently frozen ground 
in the Arctic that contains 
heat-trapping gases such 
as methane and carbon di-
oxide -- is thawing at faster 
rates now than scientists 
have observed before. 

San Francisco, March 27 
(IANS): Google has started 
blocking access to its apps 
on uncertified Android 
devices whose firmware 
was built after March 16 
which could cause trouble 
to users who like to load 
custom ROMs on their 
smartphones.

“Android is an open 
source operating system 
and a million other variet-
ies have blossomed. If your 
Android device is certified 
by Google, you’re allowed 
to distribute Google’s of-
ficial Android apps on it. 
If you’re not certified, you 
aren’t supposed to ship 
those apps,” The Verge 
reported late on Monday.

“Google is now check-

New Delhi, March 26 (IANS): 
With increasing quality and con-
sequently the size of the content, 
storage has become a problem 
for smartphone users in India 
with 29 per cent running out of 
space at least once a week and 
62 per cent at least every three 
months, a new research said on 
Monday.

According to a country-wide 
independent consumer research 
by flash storage solutions pro-
vider SanDisk, almost two thirds 
(65 per cent) have also regretted 
deleting precious photos or vid-
eos to free up storage space.

Nearly 36 per cent of Indians 
said that they would delete a 
photo of themselves instead of 

friends, pets or family.
“Our research really highlights 

the pressure that people are un-
der to choose what they want to 
keep on mobile handsets,” Khalid 
Wani, Director - Channel Sales, 
Western Digital (India) at SanD-
isk, said in a statement.

“With the average person in 
India taking 31 photos and 14 vid-
eos a week on their smartphone, 
and the size of digital images and 
video increasing rapidly, devices 
soon fill up,” Wani added.

The research also found that 
46 per cent of people have to de-
lete files or data from their main 
handsets in order to free up space 
at least once a week, while 77 per 
cent do this at least once a month.

In addition to the challenges 
around storage, the research also 
looked at security, with 67 per 
cent of respondents being fairly 
worried or very worried that the 
files and data on their smart-
phone are at risk of theft or loss 
through product malfunction.

Almost 64 per cent said they 
had lost a precious photo or video 
from their smartphone as a result 
of files not being backed up.

“Despite this, less than half 
(46 per cent) of Indian people 
manually back up their data and 
files from the main handset once 
a week, six per cent never back up 
files at all, excluding automatic 
backups and data synchs,” the 
research found.

Chandigarh,March 27 
(India Science Wire): Sci-
entists have developed 
a hydrogel from gum of 
guar (cluster bean) that 
can increase soil moisture 
and help farmers save 
their crops in case of wa-
ter scarcity.

Hydrogels are network 
of polymers that can hold 
large amount of water and 
are extensively used in 
diapers and sanitary nap-
kins. Synthetic hydrogels 
are, however, not readily 
biodegradable and their 
degradation products are 
considered to be hazard-
ous for environment.

“The Guar gum-based 
hydrogel is biodegrad-
able. Besides increasing 
moisture content, it adds 
organic content to the 
soil upon degradation,” 
explained Nandkishore 
Thombare, a scientist at 
Ranchi-based Indian In-
stitute of Natural Resins 
and Gums and a mem-
ber of the research team, 
while speaking to India 
Science Wire.

The Indian Agricul-
tural Research Institute 
(IARI) had earlier devel-
oped and successfully 

How Sunita Williams is 
continuing her career in space
Washington, March 26 
(IANS): Indian-origin as-
tronaut Sunita Williams 
is now helping private-
ly-held companies like 
Space X and Boeing to 
develop their new space-
craft systems, which will 
eventually provide round-
trip crew transportation 
services to the Interna-
tional Space Station (ISS).

After completing two 
missions to the orbiting 
laboratory, she is continu-
ing her career in space 
on Earth as a member of 
NASA’s Commercial Crew 
Transportation Capability 
(CCtCap), npr.org report-
ed on Sunday.

She is among the four 
astronauts who were se-
lected by NASA in 2015 
to train and prepare for 
commercial space flights 
that will return American 
launches to US soil and 
further open up low-Earth 
orbit transportation to the 
private sector, according 
to the US space agency. 

Since the discontinua-
tion of NASA’s Space Shut-
tle programme in 2011, 
US astronauts have had to 
rely on Russian shuttles to 
get into orbit.

The goal of the com-
mercial crew programme 
is safe, reliable and cost-
effective transportation 
to and from the Interna-
tional Space Station from 
the US through a public-
private approach. 

NASA, Boeing and 
SpaceX have significant 
testing underway, which 
will ultimately lead to test 
missions when the sys-
tems are ready and meet 
safety requirements.

Boeing’s  Starl iner 
will launch on a United 
Launch Alliance Atlas V 
rocket from Space Launch 
Complex 41 and SpaceX’s 

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1774SUD0KU 1614
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1773

ACROSS
1. A trick shot in billiards
6. Prong
10. Hermit or horseshoe are 

varieties of this
14. Man who coined the “Absolute 

power” phrase, Lord John 
Dalberg-_____

15. Unknown authorship
16. Mystical symbol
17. Stuffs
18. Control key
19. Largest continent
20. To this place, matter or 

document
22. Apollo 8 astronaut William 

______ Anders
24. Orange pekoe and Earl Grey
25. Serpent-like monsters
26. Plant louse or greenflies
29. Pleads or implores
30. A joining of two sections
31. Reaping
37. Arabian gazelle
39. Toilet (British slang)
40. Command
41. Throbs or vibrations
44. Thomas ____ Edison
45. Stroller or baby carriage
46. Served as a Master of 

Ceremonies
48. Devices to force air into a forge
52. Chair
53. Rest
54. US diplomat William Averell 

________
58. Freezes
59. Foot digit
61. Scoop or force out
62. Pinnas
63. Rows a boat
64. Insert
65. Neuter
66. Victim
67. SSS 

DOWN
1. Speed of sound
2. Unit of area

3. Celebrity
4. Occasionally
5. Followed
6. Diplomacies
7. To a point within
8. Neither ___
9. Make bigger
10. Golfer _____ Sandler
11. Actress Rene _____
12. Negatively charged ion 

13. “Not worth a hill of _____”
21. Humorist Ogden ____ 

(1902-1971)

23. Lariat
25. Breed of reddish cattle
26. Right away
27. South American country
28. Ice pellets
29. Used to sweep
32. Also known as
33. Adhesive frictions
34. Inactive
35. Actress ____ Campbell
36. A graduate
38. Nomads of northernmost 

Europe 
42. Uppermost part of a tree

43. Fortune teller
47. Frances McDormand 

character in “Fargo”
48. Attempts
49. Recount briefly
50. Classical music theatre
51. Covered in green 

microscopic plants
52. Spunky
54. Not there
55. Rumple
56. US writer James ____
57. Meshes
60. Paddle

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1513

Crew Dragon will launch 
on the company’s Fal-
con 9 rocket from Launch 
Complex 39A, according 
to NASA. 

A f t e r  c o m p l e t i o n 
of each company’s un-
crewed and crewed flight 
tests, NASA will review 
the flight data to verify the 
systems meet the require-
ments for certification. 

Upon NASA certifica-
tion, the companies are 
each slated to fly six crew 
missions to the ISS begin-
ning in 2019 and continu-
ing through 2024, NASA 
said in January this year. 

Williams, 52, has spent 
50 hours and 40 minutes 
outside the ISS and part 

of her new job is to ver-
ify that the companies’ 
spacecraft can launch, 
manoeuvre in orbit and 
dock to stationary space-
craft like the ISS, accord-
ing to the npr.org report.

“This is really differ-
ent from my old job, you 
know,” Williams was quot-
ed as saying. 

“She is currently as-
signed to the cadre of as-
tronauts training to fly 
the initial test flights for 
America’s first commer-
cially built spacecraft the 
Boeing CST-100 Starliner 
and SpaceX Dragon,” ac-
cording to the biography 
of the astronaut at the 
NASA website.

ing the build date of your 
Android system image 
when you attempt to run 
Google apps. If you have 

an uncertified device and 
you’re running a version 
of the Android OS that was 
compiled after March 16, 

2018, Google apps won’t 
work,” the report added.

Users won’t be pre-
vented entirely from load-
ing ROMs but they will 
have to register their de-
vice IDs on a whitelist ev-
ery time they undergo a 
factory reset.

A custom Android 
ROM refers to a smart-
phone’s firmware which is 
based on Google’s Android 
platform.

“You can now register 
your device with your An-
droid ID to allow Google 
apps to run on a device. 
There’s a 100 device lim-
it per user, which might 
cause trouble for highly 
prolific ROM testers,” The 
Verge report added.

commercialised a semi-
synthetic hydrogel, popu-
larly called Pusa Gel. It 
was found to save water-
stressed crops. “Our work 
is similar to previous re-
search in principle but 
we have used a different 
starting material. Pusa gel 
uses cellulose and zeolites 
while we have relied on 
Guar gum,” Thombare 
said.

“ Guar gum-based hy-
drogels have a good po-
tential in agriculture be-
cause of their high water 
absorption capacity and 
biodegradability. But the 

study does not mention 
the degraded products 
and post-polymerization 
effects. “

The hydrogel  was 
found to absorb up to 
800 ml water per gram 
and improved porosity, 
moisture absorption and 
retention capacity of the 
soil significantly. Water 
holding capacity of soil in-
creased up to 54 per cent 
of its original and porosity 
also increased up to 9 per 
cent of its original.

A microscopic analysis 
of the newly-synthesised 
hydrogel showed spongy 

surface and both macro 
and micro pores which al-
lowed direct penetration 
of the water resulting in 
higher swelling capacity 
as compared to non-po-
rous and compact surface 
of guar gum. While the 
maximum water holding 
capacity of untreated soil 
was found to be 33.59 per 
cent, addition of 0.3 per 
cent of powdered hydro-
gel improved the capacity 
by around 54 per cent.

Addition of hydrogel 
also lowered bulk den-
sity of the soil signifying 
increased porosity by 9 

per cent. Higher poros-
ity improves soil aeration 
and microbial count thus 
improving overall quality 
of the soil.

“Guar  gum-based 
hydrogels have a good 
potential in agriculture 
because of their high water 
absorption capacity and 
biodegradability. But the 
study does not mention 
the degraded products 
and post-polymerization 
effects. The residual effect 
of grafters and crosslinkers 
on microorganisms is also 
not clear,” commented 
K S V Poorna Chandrika, 
scientist with agricultural 
chemistry department of 
the Hyderabad-based In-
dian Institute of Oilseeds 
Research, who is not con-
nected with the study.

The research team 
also wants to work fur-
ther on the hydrogen it 
has developed. “We need 
increase shelf life of the 
product as its absorption 
capacity declines over 
time. Our next plan is to 
standardise the synthesis 
process of the product to 
address that issue. We also 
need to test its scalability,” 
Thombare said.



Manu Bhaker and Anmol Jain

Alexander Zverev of Germany hits a backhand against David Ferrer 
of Spain (not pictured) on day seven of the Miami Open at Tennis 
Center at Crandon Park in Key Biscayne, Flo. on Monday, March 26.
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Moni (R) of Kohima Hornbills receiving the MOM award
EM Images

Vikho-o Youshü unfurling the school flag during the opening ceremony

Zverev wins another 
three-setter to reach 
Miami fourth round

Manu-Anmol clinch gold in 10m Air Pistol mixed team event

Kohima Hornbills, Royal Torniquets and Valour CC registers win

St. Paul School Phesama 
sports meet underway

SILVER CUP

Miami, March 27 (Re-
uters): Alexander Zverev 
rallied from a one set defi-
cit to defeat Spain’s David 
Ferrer 2-6 6-2 6-4 in the 
third round of the Miami 
Open on Monday as he 
moved a step closer to a 
breakthrough title this 
year.

The 20-year-old Ger-
man has yet to recapture 
the form that earned him 
five singles titles, includ-
ing two Masters events, in 
2017 but he has displayed 
guile in prevailing in a pair 
of three-set matches in 
Miami.

Zverev, ranked fifth 
in the world, recovered 
from a rusty opening set to 
break Ferrer’s service three 
times in the second set and 
twice more in the decisive 
stanza.

He will next face Aus-
tralian Nick Kyrgios, who 
advanced with a 6-3 6-3 
win over Fabio Fognini.

“I knew it was going 
to be tough. He has a lot 
of tricks up his sleeve and 
he’s very unpredictable,” 
Kyrgios said.

“We both competed. I 
just played a little better in 
some bigger points.”

In earlier action, Fer-
nando Verdasco dug deep 
to earn a 3-6 6-4 7-6(4) win 
over Australian qualifier 
Thanasi Kokkinakis to set 
up a fourth round clash 
against fellow Spaniard 
Pablo Carreno Busta.

The 34-year-old fired 
down 13 aces to beat Kok-
kinakis, who had been full 
of confidence after stun-
ning world number one 
and defending champion 
Roger Federer in the sec-
ond round.

Verdasco, who reached 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 27 (EMN):  
Kohima Hornbills, Royal 
Torniquets and Valour 
CC won their respective 
league matches during 
the 9th edition of Silver 
Cup T20 Cricket Tourna-
ment organised by Youth 
Department of Nepali Bap-
tist Church Kohima at the 
Jakhama local ground on 
Tue. March 27

Kohima Hornbills de-
feated Midland Brother-
hoods by 79 runs in the 
first match. Kohima Horn-
bills electing to bat first set 
a target of 178 runs in 17 

Sydney, March 27 (IANS): 
Manu Bhaker and An-
mol Jain struck gold in 
the 10m Air Pistol mixed 
team event at the Shoot-
ing Junior World Cup here 
on Tuesday.

Anmol, 19, and Manu, 
16, climbed atop the po-
dium and took India's 
seventh gold medal as 
they registered a total of 
478.9 points -- 1.8 point 
away from the current 
world record.

Previously, Anmol and 
Manu also set a new junior 
qualification world record 
with 770 points. It was 
Manu's third gold medal 
in this World Cup edition.

The silver and bronze 
medals were both award-
ed to China, as Liu Jinyao 
(20) and Li Xue (18) fin-
ished in second position 
with 473.3 points, while 
Wang Zhehao (19) and 
Xiao Jiaruixuan (15) took 
the third place with 410.7. 

A second Indian duo of 
Gaurav Rana and Mahima 
Turhi Agrawal finished 
fourth, leaving the final at 
the 38th-shot mark with 
370.2 points.

Meanwhile, India won 
two bronze medals in the 
day, with Ganemat Sek-
hon finishing third in the 
women's skeet competi-
tion, while Shreya Agarwal 

to reach the century mark 
with Chochom contribut-
ing 22 runs. Kohima Horn-
bills bowlers Moa and Dito 
claimed three wickets each.

Moni was declared the 
man of the match for scor-
ing 51 runs in 24 balls.

Playing the second 
match, Royal Torniquets 
defeated Kingz CC by two 
wickets. Kingz CC won the 
toss and elected to bat first 
set a mere target of 86 runs. 
Nipu scored 33 runs for 
Kingz CC.

Chasing, Royal Torni-
quets achieved the target 
with Angshuman scoring 
29 runs. Kingz CC bowler 
Aso claimed five wickets. 
Man of the match went to 

Angshuman for scoring 
29 runs.

In the last match of the 
day, Valour CC won against 
Silver White’s by nine wick-
ets. Electing to bat first, 
Silver White's scored just 
57 runs with Tesah scoring 
14 runs, which was easily 
achieved by Valour CC los-
ing only one wicket. Up-
ender Rai scored 25 runs 
and was adjudged the man 
of the match.

Wednesday’s matches 
NBC Kohima vs Woodland 

CC at 7 am
Bokajan CC vs Kats XI at 

10 am
Shillong Mavericks vs 

Diphu XI at 1 pm

Dimapur, March 27 (EMN): The annual 
sports and games meet of St Paul School, 
Phesama was inaugurated in a colourful 
ceremony by Vikho-o Youshü Speaker of 
Nagaland legislative Assembly who was 
the chief guest according to a press note.

He gave away the colours, inspected 
the houses and received salute from the 
marching contingents of the school. In 
his address the chief guest asked the 
students to develop moral values and 
stressed on the importance of character 
formation. 

He praised the students for their 
disciplined performance. The two days 
events will have track events and games. 
The school alumni are lending their hand 
in smooth conduct of the event. 

Earlier, the programme began with 
invocation by Rev. Fr. Boniface D Souza 
SJ. The principal of the school welcomed 
everyone and felicitated the chief guest. 
The opening programme also had dis-
play of aerobics with eye captivating 
movements. Little children also danced 
to the rhythmic music.

the Miami quarter-finals in 
2009 and 2010, rallied from 
a 3-1 deficit in the third set 
and again from 3-0 down in 
the decisive tiebreaker be-
fore prevailing in a match 
that lasted nearly three 
hours.

He then got involved in 
a Twitter spat with Kyrgios, 
who had expressed his de-
sire for the Spaniard to lose 
his third round match.

Next up for Verdasco is 
Carreno Busta, who beat 
American Steve Johnson 
6-4 6-4 to reach the fourth 
round for the first time.

“It’s never easy,” Car-
reno Busta, the 16th seed, 
said after his 78-minute 

match.
“And this is the first 

time that I’ve played on 
this court. But I feel really 
comfortable and I’m play-
ing good. When you play 
with confidence it’s easier.”

A l s o  re a c h i n g  t h e 
fourth round were Kevin 
Anderson, a 4-6 6-2 6-3 
winner over Karen Khacha-
nov, and Denis Shapovalov, 
who upset 11th-seeded 
American Sam Querrey 6-4 
3-6 7-5.

Unseeded American 
Frances Tiafoe was leading 
his match against 10th seed 
Tomas Berdych, 6-7(2) 6-2 
5-4 when it was suspended 
due to darkness.

overs with Moni contribut-
ing 51 runs. Midland bowl-
ers Rainü claimed three 
wickets while Poalenlal 

and Sashi took two wickets 
each.

Midland Brotherhoods 
fell short of just one run 

and Arjun Babuta claimed 
the final place on the po-
dium for the 10m Air Rifle 
mixed team event.

Ganemat's final score 
was 36 hits out of 50 tar-
gets as she bested the 
33rd place she obtained 
in Suhl, Germany in 2016 

and the 17th place she 
nailed at last year's com-
petition in Porpetto, Italy.

The gold medal went 
to Aislin Jones of Australia, 
who shattered the world 
record with 51 hits out of 
60 targets. She had also 
created a new qualifica-

tion world record with 
117 hits. China's Che Yufei 
won the silver medal with 
47 hits. In the 10m Air 
Rifle mixed team event, 
Shreya and Arjun finished 
in third place with a total 
of 432.8 as they eclipsed 
the pair of Elavenil Va-
larivian and Tejas Krishna 
Prasad who finished just 
behind their compatriots 
in fourth place with 389.1 
points.

China's Liu Yuqi and 
Zhu Yingjie claimed the 
gold medal with 496.2 
points -- 0.6 ahead of 
c o m p a t r i o t s  Z h a n g 
Changhong and Gao Min-
gwei. 


