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D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  2 5 
(EMN): The National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA) 
on Sunday arrested three 
more employees of the 
government of Nagaland 
in connection with the 
agency’s probe into alleged 
payments made to the 
NSCN (K) by various de-
partments of the Nagaland 
government. 

An NIA statement in-
formed that the three ar-
rested persons were: G 
Ikuto Zhimomi, director 
of Agriculture; Ketouzo 
Peseyie, executive engi-
neer of Rural Develop-
ment; and Sangtemchuba, 
district accounts officer at 
the directorate of Urban 
Development in Kohima. 

It stated that the arrests 
were made ‘in connection 
with a case arising out of 

the alleged charges of large 
scale extortions and illegal 
tax collections’ on behalf 
of the NSCN (K) by various 
government agencies and 
others. 

“The above named 
officials in their official 
capacity provided sub-
stantial amount to NSCN 
(K) by way of contribut-
ing government funds to 
the banned outfit, thereby 
supporting NSCN (K) in 
furtherance of its unlawful 
activities,” it stated. 

While informing that 
the “government officers/
official” were alleged to 
have made ‘huge’ pay-
ments to other groups as 
well in the period between 
2012-16, the NIA stated 
that ‘the allegations were 
revealed during the scru-
tiny of official documents 

including demand letters 
and payment receipts 
seized during the search 
operation carried out by 
the NIA in 13 government 
offices on January 18, 2017’ 
in Nagaland. 

The NIA stated that it 
had earlier arrested some 
members of the NSCN (K). 
Documents seized from 
the arrested persons ‘re-
vealed’ involvement of the 
government employees in 
paying money ‘to the tune 
of crores’ to various armed 
Naga groups leading to the 
arrest of the three persons 
from Dimapur on Sunday, 
it stated.

The accused persons 
will be produced before 
the special NIA court in Di-
mapur on March 26 ‘with 
request for police custody 
remand,’ it informed. 

New Delhi, March 25 (PTI): 
Foreign tourists, except 
those from Pakistan and 
China, may soon be al-
lowed to visit some of the 
most pristine locations 
of the country, kept out 
of bound so far for them 
without a special permit.

The Union home min-
istry is examining whether 
to relax the six-decade-
old Restricted Area Per-
mit regime, under which 
foreigners must obtain a 
special permission to visit 
Arunachal Pradesh, Sik-
kim and parts Himachal 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Ra-
jasthan and Jammu and 
Kashmir among others.

"Discussions are on 
with the state governments 
to relax the Restricted Area 
Permit provisions for some 
areas for foreign tourists," 

New Delhi, March 25 (PTI): 
Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi today attacked 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi over allegations of 
data sharing from his of-
ficial App without users' 
consent, a charge the BJP 
trashed.

Gandhi also accused 
the media of "burying" 
the story. His attack on the 
prime minister was based 
on a media report in which 
a French vigilante hacker 
has purportedly alleged 
that data was stolen from 
his official App -- NaMo 
App -- without consent of 
the users.

"Hi! My name is Naren-
dra Modi. I am India's 
Prime Minister. When you 
sign up for my official App, 
I give all your data to my 
friends in American com-
panies”, Gandhi said on 
Twitter.

In the tweet, he also 
attached a news story 
titled, Data theft allega-
tions reaches PM Modi's 
doorstep, French vigilante 
hacker's stunning revela-
tion".

The BJP reacted on 
Twitter saying, it did not 
expect "any better" from 
the Congress chief. It also 
said the data is used only 
for analytics using third 
party service, similar to 
Google Analytics.

"We also take this op-
portunity to encourage 
Rahul Gandhi to down-
load NaMo App to keep 
himself appraised of the 
good things happening in 
India," the BJP4India said 
in a tweet. It put out several 
tweets on the matter.

The BJP said "contrary 
to Rahul's lies, fact is that 
data is being used for only 
analytics using third party 
service, similar to Google 
Analytics. Analytics on the 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 25 (EMN): 
A total of 185 villages 
spread across 11 districts in 
Nagaland will benefit from 
the Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA) 
assisted Nagaland For-
est Management Project 
which aims to improve 
forest ecosystem and sup-
port income generation by 
rehabilitation of jhum area.

The 8534 million Japa-
nese Yen (approximately 
INR 400 cr) worth 10-year 
(April 2017 to March 2027) 
project is currently in the 
initial two-year prepara-
tory phase. The project has 
three main components: 

forestry inventions and 
biodiversity conservation, 
livelihood improvement 
and community develop-
ment, and institutional 
strengthening. 

The breakup of se-
lected villages are: 19 in 
Mon district – 10 from Mon 
range and 9 from Nagini-
mora range; 16 in Kohima 
district – 7 from Kohima 
range and 9 from Tseminyu 
range; 18 in Mokokchung 
district – 7 from Chang-
tongya beat and 11 from 
Mokokchung range; 20 
in Zunheboto district – 
10 each from Atoizu beat 
and Pughoboto range; 18 
villages in Kiphire; 13 in 

Peren district – 7 from Ten-
ing range and 6 from Peren 
range; 20 in Wokha district 
– 9 from Wokha range and 
11 from Doyang beat; 7 in 
Dimapur district – 3 from 
Piphema beat and 4 from 
Medziphema beat; 9 in 
Longleng district – 5 from 
Longleng range and 4 from 
Sitap range; 20 in Phek dis-
trict – 8 from Pfutsero rage 
and 12 from Meluri range; 
and 25 in Tuensang district 
– 11 from Tuensang range 
and 7 each from Longkhim 
and Noklak range.

The total area proposed 
to be covered under this 
project is 79.096 hectares 
of land. The project looks 

to contribute towards sus-
tainable forest and envi-
ronmental conservation 
while also improving liveli-
hood in the target villages.

JICA’s share in the total 
project cost is 6224 mil-
lion Yen and the state gov-
ernment’s share is 2310 
million Yen. According to 
the annual administrative 
report of the department 
of Forest, Environment 
and Climate Change which 
was tabled in the ongoing 
assembly, the state govern-
ment share is in the form of 
administration cost. The 
loan repayment period is 
30 years from the time the 
project is completed, and 

reimbursement will be 
done on 90:10 between the 
government of India and 
state government.

T h e  re p o r t  s t a t e d 
that 156 staff would be 
deployed to implement 
said project, which is to 
work on reimbursement 
model. The state govern-
ment is stated to have al-
ready sanctioned INR 25 
cr. as revolving fund for the 
project. 

After the completion of 
the first phase, implemen-
tation will take place in the 
six years that follows and 
the subsequent two years 
will be the consolidation 
phase. 

Zhaleo Rio certain to become 
NLA’s deputy speaker 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 25 (EMN): Sixty-five-year old Zhaleo 
Rio, a former bureaucrat, is set to become the new 
deputy speaker of the Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
(NLA).

Election to the Assembly deputy speaker’s post 
has been scheduled to be held on March 26. The 
nomination period for filling up of the deputy speak-
er’s post was set on March 24 and it has been learnt 
that Zhaleo Rio was the only candidate to have filed 
the nomination papers so far, which means he would 
be elected uncontested.

Rio hails from Touphema village and has served 
under the state government in various capacities from 
1978 to 2013. He was conferred IAS in 1997. In 2013, 
he voluntarily retired from government service and 
entered electoral politics. 

He got elected to the 12th NLA from Ghaspani-II 
assembly constituency and served as a parliamentary 
secretary. He got re-elected from the same constitu-
ency in the recently concluded assembly election to 
the 13th NLA. He is the younger brother of the present 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio.

Chishi declines offer of DAN chairman
Eastern Mirror Desk 

Dimapur, March 25 (EMN): Former chief minister of 
Nagaland, KL Chishi has declined the post of chairman 
offered to him by the current Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio. 

In a recent notification, Rio had appointed Chishi 
– who lost on BJP ticket this election from 32 Atoizu 
assembly constituency – as the chairman of the De-
velopment Authority of Nagaland. 

Chishi informed Eastern Mirror about his decision 
to decline the offer over the telephone on Sunday 
evening. “I have declined to accept the offer of DAN 
chairman with gratitude and have submitted my dec-
lination letter addressed to the chief minister and the 
cabinet this evening,” Chishi said. 

When asked of the reason behind his decision, 
Chishi responded that his ‘interest lies more on the 
settlement of the Indo-Naga political issue.’ the 
former chief minister said that he does not want to 
‘divulge petty matters.’ 

12-hour Assam bandh today 
Dimapur, March 25 (EMN): The All Adivasi Student’s 
Association of Assam (AASAA) has called for a 12-hour 
Assam bandh on March 26. 

A press release from the Karbi Anglong unit of 
AASAA on Sunday informed that the bandh has been 
called to press the association’s demand to accord 
Scheduled Tribe status to the Adivasi community, 
increase the daily wages of tea garden workers to INR 
350, and to ‘grant land patta’ to the Adivasis of Assam. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, March 25 (EMN): 
A fresh census has been 
started to find the latest 
number of the endangered 
brow antlered deer popu-
larly known as Sangai in its 
natural habitat. 

The census is being 
conducted by Manipur for-
est department in associa-
tion with wildlife experts 
researchers, scholars, and 
local volunteers. 

Rucervus eldii eldii or 
Sangai, found only in the 
state of Manipur, lives on 
floating land masses in 
Keibul Lamjao National 
Park (KLNP) – the world’s 
only floating reserve cov-
ering an area of 40 square 
km. The reserve is a part 
of the 246 sq km Loktak 
Lake in Bishnupur district, 
located about 55 km away 
from Imphal.

According to the offi-

cials from Manipur forest 
department the enumera-
tion (of the Sangai and hog 
deer in the park) across 31 
‘counting points’ began 
on March 22 and it will 
continue for another three 
days. The final figure of the 
deer’s population will be 
available next month after 
completion of ‘an analysis 
process’, it was informed. 

The objective of this 
exercise is to find out the 
population trends ungu-
lates (hoofed mammals) 
in said forest areas. Regular 
population monitoring is 
required for better man-
agement activity of the 
KLNP, according to the 
officials. 

On March 26 and 27th 
the census will be conduct-
ed at Laiphum Phumlak 
and on March 28 at Yawa 
Lamjao – both the areas 
are located in the periph-
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 30° 15°

Agartala 37° 22°

Gangtok 24° 08°

Guwahati 34° 18°

Imphal 31° 14°

Itanagar 26° 15°

Shillong 22° 11°

Delhi 36° 19°

Kolkata 36° 25°

Chennai 34° 25°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 25° 12°
DIMAPUR 32° 17°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 89%
DIMAPUR Nil 91%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Don't cry because it's 
over. Smile because it 

happened. 

~ Dr. Seuss
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 I might write a book on my 
Bollywood journey – Katrina |  P10

Mirror Takes

Write something funny on the 
board... Or just write what I 
taught you today...hehehe. 

~ Arien

Smith steps down, punished by ICC 
over ball tampering issue  |  P12

No alliance against BJP possible 
without Congress – Chavan  | P8

Common name :  Sangai, Brow antlered deer, 
  Dancing Deer
Scientific Name : Rucervus eldii
Population :  About 200
Height : 115-130 cm (male), 90-100 cm (female)
Weight : 90-125 kg (male), 60-80 kg (female)
Status : State animal of Manipur, 
  endangered on IUCN Red List 

(Source: World Wildlife Fund)  

Brow-antlered deer: Key Facts 

ery of KLNP.
The last census carried 

out in March 2016 put the 
Sangai population at 260 
against 204 in March 2013 
census. There were just 
14 Sangai at KLNP during 
the first census conducted 
in 1977. Interestingly the 
‘carrying capacity’ of KNLP 
is said to be about 297 San-
gai, according to experts.

This year’s team, be-
sides the wildlife staff, in-
clude 74 research schol-
ars, students, members 
from non-governmental 

organisations, and wildlife 
enthusiasts from various 
institutes/organisations.

A wildlife official said 
that the team could spot 
a good number of Sangai 
around Toya hillock (inside 
the KLNP) unlike the previ-
ous census.

He added that they 
are expecting a growth in 
the population consid-
ering the raise in aware-
ness among the people 
to protect the deer and to 
cooperate with the wildlife 
officials. 

user data is done for offer-
ing users the most contex-
tual content." 

It said the app gives ac-
cess to users in guest mode' 
without even any permis-
sion or data. The permis-
sions required are all con-
textual and cause-specific, 
the party said.

"Rahul Gandhi is no 
match for Narendra Modi. 
But seeing his fright about 
the Namo App, is very 
amusing. When his bots 
tried to trend #DeleteN-
amoApp day before yes-

terday, the popularity and 
downloads of Namo App 
only increased," it said.

In his tweet, Gandhi also 
attacked the media say-
ing on Twitter, "Ps. Thanks 
mainstream media, you're 
doing a great job of bury-
ing this critical story, as 
always." 

The Congress and the 
BJP have indulged in a 
slinging match over data 
theft and the use of services 
of Cambridge Analytica, 
accused of harvesting data 
from Facebook.

Thiruvananthapuram, March 25 (PTI): Union Minister 
Alphons Kannanthanam today termed as a 'pack of lies' 
the charge of Congress President Rahul Gandhi that data 
from the Prime Minister's official App was being shared, 
without users' consent.

"This is exactly the fake news that Rahul Gandhi and 
company are propagating. It is a pack of lies,” the Minister 
of state for Electronics and Information Technology and 
Tourism told reporters here.

"Do you think the Prime Minister of India is going to 
transfer the data to a private company in US? Come on...we 
are not nuts to believe this', Kannanthanam said, referring 
to Gandhi's statement on the issue.

On his recent comments that Indians were reluctant 
to share data with the union government but would not 
object to getting scanned to get a visa, he said every citizen 
in every country has an ID card. "It is important as it em-
powers the citizen," Kannanthanam said.

Union minister of state for 
home Kiren Rijiju told PTI.

Rijiju said the Ministry 
of Home Affairs will coor-
dinate with other agencies 
and the state governments 
to identify the possible 
locations for which the 
Protected Area Permit and 
the Restricted Area Permit 
provisions may be relaxed.

An MHA official said 
the citizens from Pakistan 
and China, however, are 
unlikely to be given these 
relaxations. The move is 
being initiated to promote 
tourism, create job oppor-
tunities for the locals and 
generate revenue for the 
state, he said.

Under the Foreigners 
(Protected Areas) Order, 
1958, all areas falling be-
tween the Inner line and 
the International Border of 
some states have been de-
clared as protected areas. 

The protected areas 
currently include whole of 
Arunachal Pradesh, Ma-
nipur, Mizoram, Naga-
land and Sikkim, besides 
parts of Himachal Pradesh, 
Rajasthan, Uttarakhand 
and Jammu and Kashmir. 
Some parts of Sikkim fall 
under the protected area 
regime while others under 

the restricted area.
As per a December 30, 

2010 circular of the MHA, 
Manipur, Mizoram and 
Nagaland were excluded 
from the protected area 
regime initially for a period 
of one year from January 
1, 2011, subject to some 
conditions.

As per the guidelines, 
a foreign national is not 
normally allowed to visit a 
protected or restricted area 
unless the government 
is satisfied that there are 
extra-ordinary reasons to 
justify his or her visit.

Every foreigner, except 
a citizen of Bhutan, who 
desires to enter and stay 
in a protected or restricted 
area, is required to ob-
tain a special permit from 
a competent authority 
having the power to issue 
such permits to a foreigner, 
seeking it.

In cases of foreign 
diplomats, including the 
members of the United 
Nations and international 
organisations holding dip-
lomatic or official pass-
ports, the special permits 
to visit such protected or 
restricted areas are issued 
by the Ministry of External 
Affairs.



New India is Ambedkar’s India – Modi Women politicians pitch for 
reservation in Parliament

Seven former JDS MLAs join Congress in Karnataka

Spare no efforts in checking exam leak, SSC told

Bill to make learning 
Telugu compulsory 
welcomed

Law minister hits back at Rahul for his claim on judges appointments
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad. 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

New Delhi, March 25 
(IANS): Call ing i t  BR 
Ambedkar’s India, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Sunday said the “New 
India” belonged to the 
poor and the backward.

In his monthly radio 
programme “Mann Ki 
Baat”, the Prime Minister 
said Ambedkar showed 
that it was not necessary 
for a person to be born in a 
rich family in order to suc-
ceed, but even those born 
in poor families can dare 
to dream and realise those 
dreams.

“Many people mocked 
Baba Saheb Ambedkar, 
tried to pull him back and 
made every possible ef-
fort to ensure that the son 
of an impoverished and 
backward family would 
not progress in life, be 
something and succeed 
in life,” said Modi. “But, WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 

Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA - - - - -

ZBT 17 10 15 94 -

MON - - - - NIL

TUENSANG 19 11 8 55 NIL

MKG 25 12 8 38 NIL

PHEK 25 11 11 60 NIL

KIPHIRE 20 13 12 69 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 26 15 10 45 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 25 15 15 70 0.2

JALUKIE 28 20 19 100 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 25 18 16 69 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Slum children attend classes run by volunteers near a pavement in Indirapuram, Ghaziabad on Sunday. 

Little letters 

PTI

the picture of New India 
is altogether different. It is 
an India which is Ambed-
kar’s India, of the poor and 
the backward.” Modi said 

Ambedkar was an “inspira-
tion for millions of people 
like me, who belong to 
backward classes”. He said 
to honour the architect of 

India’s constitution; the 
government would begin 
the ‘Gram-Swaraj Abhiyan’ 
on his birth anniversary on 
April 14 which will go on 

till May 5. “Under the aegis 
of this campaign, separate 
programmes on village de-
velopment, poverty amel-
ioration and social justice 
will be held throughout 
India,” he said.

Modi said in the era 
of 1940s, when the whole 
world was focused on the 
Second World War, the 
looming Cold War and 
the partition of the sub-
continent, Ambedkar laid 
the foundation of “Team 
India’s spirit” as he talked 
about federalism, and on 
Center and states working 
together for the upliftment 
of the country. 

“Today, we have adopt-
ed in all aspects of govern-
ance the mantra of co-
operative federalism and 
going a step further, we 
have adopted competitive 
cooperative federalism,” 
he added.

New Delhi, March 25 (PTI): 
Law Minister Ravi Shankar 
Prasad today hit back at 
Rahul Gandhi for his claim 
about huge pendency of 
cases in courts and short-
age of judges, saying the 
government’s notice to 
Cambridge Analytica for 
data mining has unnerved 
the Congress president.

Legal system collaps-
ing under Pending Cases: 
Supreme Court 55,000+, 
High Court 37 Lakh+, Low-
er Courts 2.6 Crore+. Yet, a 
staggering 400 High Court 
and 6,000 Lower Court 
judges not appointed, 
while Law Minister pre-
occupied peddling fake 
news, Gandhi said on Twit-
ter yesterday, using the 
hashtag JudiciaryDemon-
etised .

Hitting back at Gandhi 
for the tweet, Prasad said 
judiciary has never been 
made part of any politi-
cal debate in the country. 
He also said that in 2016, 
a record 126 high court 
judges were appointed in 

one year, which he claimed 
was highest since inde-
pendence 

“The tradition of the 
country has been that even 
in case of extreme political 
hostility, we keep judici-
ary aside, and we should 
continue to do so,” Prasad 
told PTI.

He wondered whether 
Rahul’s tweet on judicial 
pendency was a result of 
“nervousness” after gov-
ernment’s notice to Cam-
bridge Analytica for data 
mining.

Gandhi’s attack had 
come after Prasad accused 
the Congress of hiring the 
services of the controver-
sial data firm, accused 
of harvesting data stolen 
from Facebook, in previ-
ous elections.

The charge has been 
denied by the Congress, 
which instead accused the 
BJP of using the services of 
the firm.

“Should we suspect 
that the notice to Cam-
bridge Analytica and the 

New Delhi, March 25 
(IANS): Women represent-
atives from different politi-
cal parties came together 
here on Saturday in sup-
port of reservation of seats 
for them in Parliament.

During “The Bridge 
2018” organised by The 
Caravan, politicians like 
Renuka Chowdhury of 
Congress, Mahua Moitra 
from Trinamool Congress, 
Brinda Karat from CPI-M, 
Sushmita Dev, President, 
All India Mahila Congress, 
author Shubhrastha, and 
political activist Angellica 
Aribam joined in a session 
which saw debate on why 
women are chronically 
under-represented in po-
litical parties and elected 
bodies.

“Unless outer interven-
tion comes in, women are 
not going to come up. So, 

a law is needed to inform 
men the need of 33 per 
cent reservation in Parlia-
ment, need to be told why 
women representation is 
required in Assemblies,” 
said Aribam. “As an inde-
pendent woman, it is still 
difficult to win an election.

Unless there is a law 
that forces women to 
actually get entry, there 
won’t be any change,” said 
Moitra. Karat pointed that 
there is a change in ap-
proach of political parties 
towards the participation 
of women in politics and 
cited that women oriented 
movements are to be cred-
ited for the rise in status. 
“Political parties them-
selves are very influenced 
by different environments. 

If there are changes, if a 
consciousness have come, 
including my own party, 
then it is because women 
themselves have come up 
and talked about the strug-
gles they faced,” she said.

Sushmita Dev from 
Congress highlighted that 
the issues which are acting 
as an obstacle needs to be 
addressed first.

“I think there are few 
women who want to do 
politics which is deeply 
connected to electoral 
reforms. Use of muscle, 
money power - these are 
the things we need to dis-
cuss. We need reforms in 
electoral processes and 
we need a huge amount of 
support from the top party 
leadership,” she said.

Mysuru, March 25 (IANS): Ten Ja-
nata Dal Secular (JD-S) members, 
including seven former MLAs, on 
Sunday joined the ruling Congress 
in poll-bound Karnataka.

The leaders - B.Z. Zameer 
Ahmed Khan, M.C. Nanaiah, N. 
Chaluvarayaswamy, R. Akhanda 
Srinivasa Murthy, H.C. Balakrishna, 
Bheema Naik, Ramesh Bandisidde 
Gowda, Iqbal Ansari, Sarovar Srini-
vas and B. Ramakrishna - joined the 
party during party chief Rahul Gan-
dhi’s rally here, party leaders said.

“Ten JD-S leaders joined Con-
gress in the presence of the party 
President Rahul Gandhi,” tweeted 

Congress’ state unit president G. 
Parameshwara.

Of the 10 leaders, the seven 
members of the assembly had quit 
JD-S and tendered their resigna-
tions to Assembly Speaker K.B. 
Koliwad on Saturday, a day after 
they had claimed to have voted in 
favour of the Congress’ third candi-
date G.C. Chandrasekhar in Friday’s 
Rajya Sabha polls.

The seven - Khan, Murthy, Cha-
luvarayaswamy, Ansari, Balakrish-
na, Gowda and Naik - were earlier 
suspended by JD-S for allegedly de-
fying the party’s whip and cross-
voting for Congress during the 2016 

Rajya Sabha polls.
Khan is a three-time MLA from 

Chamrajpet assembly constituency, 
Murthy represents Pulakeshinagar 
assembly segment in Bengaluru 
and Ansari, the Gangavathi con-
stituency in Koppal district.

Balakrishna, Bandisiddegowda 
and Naik are respectively the MLAs 
from Magadi constituency in Ra-
managara district, Srirangapatna 
constituency in Mandya district and 
Hagaribommanahalli constituency 
in Ballari district.

Nanaiah, Srinivas and Ram-
akrishna are the former JD-S Mem-
bers of the Legislative Council.

New Delhi, March 25 (PTI): Assert-
ing that the sanctity of government 
jobs examinations must be main-
tained at any cost, a Parliamentary 
panel has asked the Staff Selection 
Commission (SSC) to spare no ef-
forts in ensuring that such tests are 
free from any malpractices. The 
SCC, which conducts exams to se-
lect candidates for various central 
government jobs, had to cancel 
nine examinations, fully or partially, 
in the last five years. Most recently, 
it had to recommend a CBI enquiry 
into allegations pertaining to the 

conduct of Combined Graduate 
Level (Tier-II) examination 2017.

Such cancellation of exams is 
a complete waste of efforts and 
resources of both the aspirants 
and the government and also dims 
the image of the Commission in 
the eyes of general public, the De-
partment Related Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Personnel, 
Public Grievances, Law and Justice 
said in its report tabled recently in 
Parliament. 

The job aspirants lose their pre-
cious time and effort that they have 

put in preparing for those exams, 
it said.

On the other hand much of time 
and money of the Commission is 
lost and the user Departments have 
to wait more for getting shortlisted 
candidates for appointment, the 
panel said. 

Therefore, the committee rec-
ommends that learning from the 
past experiences, the commission 
should spare no efforts in making 
the process of examination free 
from all types of malpractices and 
technical glitches, the report said.

Hyderabad, March 25 (PTI): The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) and other opposition parties and academicians have 
welcomed the Telangana government’s decision to make 
Telugu compulsory in schools in the state from academic 
year 2018-19. The Telangana Legislative Assembly on Satur-
day passed the Telangana (Compulsory Teaching and Learn-
ing of Telugu in Schools) Bill, 2018, making teaching and 
learning Telugu compulsory in all schools from academic 
year 2018-19.

Deputy Chief Minister and Minister for Education Ka-
diam Srihari, who moved the bill, said the government’s 
idea was to protect and promote the language. Telugu shall 
be taught as a compulsory subject from classes 1 to 10 in all 
schools, commencing from the academic year 2018-19 in a 
“phased manner,” the bill said

The bill provides for making Telugu compulsory from 
classes 1 to 10 in all government, aided and private schools 
with state syllabus having Telugu and English as mediums of 
instruction. For private and central schools with CBSE, ICSE, 
IB and Cambridge syllabus having English as medium of in-
struction, Telugu would be compulsory subject for standard 
I at primary level and for standard VI at high school level and 
it would be extended to further classes progressively. ‘The 
move would not be burdensome for non-Telugu speakers,’ 
Srihari said.

The opposition BJP, TDP, CPI(M) and the ruling TRS’ ally 
AIMIM have welcomed the bill when it was passed. Saying 
that mere passing the bill is not enough, BJP floor leader 
G Kishan Reddy has said the official machinery and the 
teachers should work with dedication to promote Telugu 
language. The state government’s orders should be released 
in Telugu and the assembly proceedings should also take 
place in the language, he said.

AIMIM MLA Jaffer Hussain, however, said the marks 
in Telugu should not be linked to the overall ranking of a 
student.

Former MLC K Nageshwar, a journalism professor in 
Osmania University, said such a move is necessary to protect 
the language and culture. “It has to be. Otherwise, what is 
happening is, there is an increasing erosion of Telugu iden-
tity because language is related to culture and identity. Once 
you kill the language, cultural identity is also killed. What is 
happening is, even our own children are unable to speak in 
Telugu,” he told PTI.

It is a “legitimate aspiration” to develop the own lan-
guage which need not be contrary to other languages. Peo-
ple whose mother tongue is not Telugu can be given some 
exemptions, he said.

“If they are staying here for a long time, I think it is in 
their interest to learn the language,” he said. “That is a part of 
life... If you want to stay in China, you have to learn Chinese,” 
Nageshwar said. Paturi Sudhakar Reddy, MLC, who was 
elected from Teachers’ constituency, said the decision is ap-
preciated by the teacher’s community. The teachers favoured 
Telugu as medium of instruction, he told PTI

He said they have suggested the government to make it 
easy for students whose mother tongue is not Telugu.

promise of a vigorous action has un-
nerved him, made him angry and also 
apprehensive,” the BJP leader said.

Gandhi had also taken a swipe at 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi over the 
delay in appointment of judges to the 
Supreme Court.

Justice K M Joseph, overturned Presi-
dent’s rule in Uttarakhand in 2016. When 
his name was proposed for the Supreme 
Court, Modi’s ego was hurt. Approval of 

over 100 judges, cleared for the Supreme 
Court and various High Courts are now 
on hold. #JudiciaryDemonetised(sic),” he 
had said in another tweet.

Reacting to it, Prasad had tweeted: “Mr 
Rahul Gandhi, maintaining your track 
record your team has failed you once 
again by not doing their homework. Aver-
age appointments of High Court Judges 
under UPA-1 was 86 per year, and in UPA-
2 it was 79 per year. Under NDA it has been 

109 per year.” 
“In 2016 a record 126 

High Court Judges were ap-
pointed in one year- high-
est since independence. 
Since May 2014 NDA Govt 
appointed 17 SC Judges, 
326 HC judges & made 304 
additional judges perma-
nent & also created 173 
new posts of High Court 
Judges, compared to 20 
created in UPA 2,” he said 
in another tweet.

“Mr Rahul Gandhi, 
pendency is the legacy 
which UPA Govt of 10years 
had given us where judicial 
infrastructure develop-
ment was the lowest prior-
ity. We r (sic) improving the 
situation by creating more 
infrastructure, more digi-
tization & greater technol-
ogy application in disposal 
of cases,” he wrote.

The Congress and the 
BJP have been engaged 
in levelling charges and 
counter-charges over us-
ing the services of the con-
troversial data firm.
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Homeward 

Former governor of Odisha Dr. SC Jamir who retired as governor of the state on Fri. March 24 
arrived in Nagaland on March 25. A warm reception was accorded to him at the Dimapur Airport by 
community organisations such as the Ao Union of Chumukedima, Ongpangkong Union, Ongpangkong 
Watsu (women) and the Ungma Union of Dimapur. Dr. SC Jamir was accompanied by wife Alemla 
Jamir.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, March 25: Be-
nevolent volunteers con-
tinue to come forward to 
reach out to the people 
affected by the March 23 
fire that razed houses at Y 
Zhimo colony in Signal An-
gami area of Dimapur. The 
fire rendered 30 families 
homeless. 

An organisation call-
ing themselves ‘Dimapur 
Bongs’ also came forward 
to lend a hand to the af-
fected.

The organisation had 
set up a relief camp for 
two days March 25 and 
the 26th. They provided 
breakfast and dinner to 
the affected. The presi-
dent of Dimapur Bongs 
expressed appreciation 
for the contribution and 
charity in cash and kind 
given by organisations and 
individuals. 

Food vendors, shop-
keepers and individuals 
are involved directly or in-
directly in the contribution. 
A young girl identified as R 
Taman, from a neighbour-
ing hostel, came forward 
and contributed some cash 

Charity and kindness 
amid ashes and rubble 

NSCN (R) 
expels two 
workers

Country’s art ambassadors converge at NEZCC 

Orthodox Syrian begins Holy Week 

EM IMAGES

Volunteers of Dimapur Bongs at a soup kitchen they set up for people affected by the March 23 fire at 
Signal Angami, on Sunday March 25 in Dimapur.   

Participants perform a dance routine during the cultural arts 
programme at the NEZCC in Dimapur. 

Members of Mar Gregorios Orthodox Syrian celebrating Palm Sunday on March 25 at Midland in 
Dimapur.

from her pocket while a 
staff of PL Bagri & co pro-
vided with a generator on 
the second day. 

All these acts from the 
individuals have added to 
the assistance, one of the 
volunteers of the organisa-
tion commented.

“Dimapur culture is 

selfless. People come for-
ward to help without any 
hesitation and this is the 
beauty of Dimapur and 
Nagas in general,” one 
said.  

The organisation had 
set up a relief camp in the 
premises of the Nagamese 
Nepali Baptist Church 

since the past two days. The 
group said that although 
they wish to continue pro-
viding, they might not be 
able to continue to do so 
because of their work com-
mitment as they were all 
working individuals em-
ployed in various organisa-
tions.            

D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  2 5 
(EMN): The NSCN/ GPRN 
(reformation) has re-
moved two of its cadres 
from the group allegedly 
for ‘anti social activities,’ 
on Sunday. 

The duo were said 
to have been identified 
as one Inaka Asumi of 
Lukiqhe Shevishe village 
in the Aghunato area of 
Zunheboto, and Neibu 
Shuya of Chumukedi-
ma town, ward-2 in Di-
mapur. 

According to a press 
release from the NSCN/ 
GPRN (R) received here on 
Sunday, they were found 
to be involved in ‘anti- so-
cial activities.’ 

The public are asked to 
abstain from entertaining 
the duo in ‘matters relat-
ing to the government,’ 
the note added. 

Dimapur, March 25 (EMN): 
A cultural society called the 
Sanskar Bharati Poorvottar 
organized a five-day work-
shop about the cultural 
integration and peace ini-
tiative Yuva Kala Sadhana 
Sivir (YKSS) at the North-
east Zone Cultural Centre 
(NEZCC) in Dimapur. The 
event was conducted from 
March 25 to the 29th, an 
update from the YKSS in-
formed on Sunday.

 The inaugural function 
was conducted at an open 
air theatre of the NEZCC 
garden. Amir Chandra, 
joint organising secretary 
from the All India Sanskar 
Bharati inaugurated the 
programme, it was in-

D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  2 5 
(EMN): The Mar Gregorios 
Orthodox Syrian (MGOS) 
church in Dimapur cel-

ebrated Palm Sunday on 
March 25 at Midland in 
Dimapur. A press release 
from the church informed 

about the event on Sun-
day.

According to the press 
release, ‘Palm Sunday serv-

ice resembles the memory 
of Jesus Christ triumphal 
entry into the city of Jeru-
salem in the days before the 
Jewish Passover.’ 

The morning prayer 
started at 7:45 am fol-
lowed by a Palm Sunday 
procession, service, and 
Holy Communion, it in-
formed.

The visar of MGOS 
church PS Varghse an-
nounced that evening 
prayers would be conduct-
ed every day at 5:45 pm 
till Easter Sunday, it was 
informed. 

F u r t h e r,  m o r n i n g 
services on Monday and 
Thursday will start at 5:30 
am, followed by a Paschal 
service. 

Good Friday morning 
prayers will start at 8 am to 
3 pm, Holy Communion 
on Saturday at 8 am, and 
morning prayers on Easter 
Sunday will start at 5:30 
am followed by the Easter 
service, it stated. 

formed.
The workshop will fo-

cus on various art forms 
such as theatre, classical 
music of India; the katha 
and Odishi dance forms; 
Naga folk dances; instru-
ments the tabla, the flute 
and Naga drums.

 Art professionals from 
across the country such 
as New Delhi, Gorakhpur, 
Silchar, Lucknow, Kolkata, 
Nagaland and Rajasthan 
will be interacting with the 
north-eastern youths, the 
update stated. 

The event is supported 
by the Gandhi Smriti and 
Darshan Samiti and the 
ministry of Culture, it was 
informed.
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 Dimapur, March 25 (EMN): Four 
infants under the age of five years 
in Manipur are said to have died 
from measles, an organisation in-
formed on Sunday. 

The Zeliangrong Youth Front 
(ZYF) issued a press release on 
Sunday informing that an ‘epi-
demic’ was on in Phoklong village 
of Tousem sub-division in Tamen-
glong district of Manipur. 

‘The ZYF expressed pain for 
the four children namely Etisiele 
Newme aged four years; Etaniela 
Pame aged four; Elungleing Pame 
aged four; and Heiguatung fewer 
than one year due to epidemic 
outbreak suspected to be measles 
at Phoklong village.

It is learnt that sixty to seventy 
children are still suffering from the 
illness,’ the group stated.

According to the youths a medi-
cal team from the district hospital 
of Tamenglong visited the village 
twice besides treating and distrib-
uting medicines. 

In the backdrop of the alleged 
medical emergency, the organisa-
tion has questioned the Manipur 
government about what it was do-
ing to curb the problem.

Here, the statement blamed the 
government for neglecting stated 
region. 

“The state govt. should not 
neglect those villages especially 
Phoklong village which is located 
in the interior areas of Tamenglong 
district rather special attention 
should be given with specific meas-
ures and arrangement to tackle in 
the event of such an alarming situ-
ation,” the group stated.

‘The untimely death of those 
innocent children due to such epi-
demic outbreak could have been 
averted had the state govt. adopted 
specific remedial measures to 
tackle with the onset of warmer 
season since this type of epidemic 
is common in the interior areas.’

It is learned, the ZYF stated, 
that the condition of some of the 

children was serious and needing 
special attention.

The ZYF expressed sadness 
that there was “no plan on the part 
of the state govt. to evacuate and 
treat those children’s who are still 
suffering from the illness and also 
no specific steps such as extending 
financial assistance to next of kin 
and necessary assistance to those 
suffering children whose families 
are economically poor.” 

The group gave updates too 
saying that the village authorities 
had closed down the schools in the 
areas for the past few days fearing 
that more children might suffer if 
they mingle. 

The youth front has demanded 
the govt. extend financial assist-
ance to the families who had lost 
their children besides to those chil-
dren who are said to be affected. 
That way the affected may be able 
to meet medical treatment costs 
at the earliest and to recover, the 
statement added.

Forest Minister Shyamkumar with his team at Sorathel village in Kamjong district on March 23.

Rajen Gohain (second from right) with others during the meeting 

Mirror Crossword 1772sud0ku 1612
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1771

ACROSS
1. Protective cladding
6. “Smallest” particle
10. Arranged in lines
14. Jeweler’s tool
15. Nobel Peace Prize winner Desmond 

____
16. Name from the Roman for “Rival”
17. Vapors
18. Permits
19. 2nd letter of the Greek alphabet
20. Continents of the western hemisphere
22. Medieval defender or champion
24. Genus of freshwater ducks
25. Last days of every work week
26. Prefix indicating finger, toe or digit
29. Racist secret society
30. City in Norway
31. The quality of having limits or bounds
37. In what place?
39. Born
40. Impressive or outstanding (slang)
41. News publications
44. Toil or slave
45. Burden or obligation
46. Aims or directs
48. Illegal
52. Roman deity with the body of a man 

and legs of a goat
53. People becoming deceased
54. A small amount
58. Nymph of Roman mythology
59. Chieftain
61. Narrow piece of timber
62. Wicked
63. Lessen
64. Sneak away to marry
65. Highly appealing or attractive
66. Pair of units
67. Toddlers 
DOWN
1. Kind of seaweed
2. Wander
3. Ponder or meditate

4. Telephone assistants
5. Having the characteristics of 

pitch or tar
6. Bound collection of maps
7. Day of the week (abbrev.)
8. Over The Top (British slang)
9. Captain and Tennille song 

“_______ Love”
10. Make the offer again
11. Last letter of the Greek 

alphabet
12. Strong, flexible twig 
13. Narrow strips of metal or wood

21. Baby cow
23. Dressed to the _____
25. Pilot or airman
26. Not up
27. Tennis great Arthur ____
28. Ball of yarn
29. Leg joints
32. Infuse data
33. In name only
34. Economics (abbrev.)
35. Short satirical performance
36. Colloidal solutions
38. Period of geologic time

42. Tastes like licorice
43. Expectorated
47. Beginning
48. Remains inactive
49. Depart
50. Larches
51. Country in Europe
52. Dismissed
54. Leaning Tower
55. Cranny
56. Batman wears one
57. French for “Summers”
60. Late spring month

solutions to suD0ku 1611

Report: Three infants 
dead from ‘epidemic’

Manipur minister-led team seize 
illegal timber worth INR one cr.

Activists demanding autonomous state leave for New Delhi

Manipur government toughens stand against striking employees

AR organises ex- servicemen rally in Thoubal 

Army officer injured in encounter with militants

State railway minister reviews progress of ongoing projects

Org. seeks urgent govt. intervention

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  2 5 
(EMN): The Minister of 
State for Railways Ra-
jen Gohain had a review 
meeting with senior rail-
way officers led by Sanjive 
Roy, General Manager, N F 
Railway and N. K. Prasad, 
General Manager, N. F. 
Railway Construction) at 
Maligaon today. This was 
stated in a press note by 
NFR Maligaon.

M. K. Gupta, Member 
Engineering in Railway 
Board was also present in 
the review meeting where 
progress of all ongoing 
projects in northeast in-
cluding Bogibeel bridge 
project was reviewed by 
the minister. He also took 
stock of the future devel-

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  2 5 
(EMN): In order to com-
memorate the glorious 
occasion of 183rd Assam 
Rifles Raising Day, Phun-
drei Battalion of 9 Sector 
Assam Rifles under the 
aegis of Headquarter IGAR 
(South) conducted an As-
sam Rifles ex-serviceman 
rally for all the Assam Ri-
fles Ex-servicemen and 
their widows residing in 
Thoubal district, Manipur 
informed a press note by 
IGAR (South).

Our Correspondent
Imphal, March 25 (EMN): 
Ma n i p u r  Fo re s t  a n d 
Environment Minister 
Thounaojam Shyamku-
mar led team seized a 
large number of illegal 
logs worth more than INR 
one cr. at a remote village 
in Manipur’s Kamjong 
district, according to of-
ficial sources in Imphal.

The seizure was made 
by Minister Shyamkumar 
accompanied by Phung-
yar MLA Leishiyo Keish-
ing and other officials at 
Sorathel village, about 
100 km away from Imphal 
under Phungyar sub-divi-
sion after inaugurating a 
cultural festival at Phalang 
village on March 23.

They also seized 17 
trucks, including a recov-
ery van from the village. 
Most of the trucks bear-
ing registration number 
of Nagaland and Assam 
were loaded with logs for 
transportation when the 
ministerial team visited 
the place, the sources 
added.

Speaking to media, 
Forest Minister Shyam-
kumar said that Prime 
Minister and Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change, Gov-

ernment of India will be 
urged to intervene and 
stop the incessant fell-
ing of trees and timber 
smuggling in the Indo-
Myanmar border.

He also expressed the 
need for collaboration 
between the state and 
Centre to check the cross 
border smuggling of tim-
bers considering the state 
forest department’s limi-
tations.

Stating that his depart-
ment have received infor-
mation on the massive 
felling of trees especially 

in the border area, he said 
that the tree logs were re-
portedly brought illegally 
from the Indo-Myanmar 
border, are smuggled into 
the state.

He said the massive 
tree felling in the Indo-
Myanmar border will 
have adverse affect in the 
climatic conditions of 
the state and the country 
while the whole world is 
dealing with the issue of 
global warming.

The seized timber logs 
comprising of Khangra, 
Teak and Yangou will be 

auctioned following legal 
procedure by the depart-
ment so that royalty is 
collected for the state gov-
ernment.

Inspecting a saw mill 
at Khambi village under 
Phungyar sub-division 
in Kamjong district, the 
Minister appealed to the 
timber traders to procure 
logs after receiving clear-
ance from the Joint Forest 
Management Commit-
tee ( JFMC) as JFMC is 
involved in felling of trees 
following department’s 
guidelines.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, March 25 (EMN): A large 
group of demonstrators demand-
ing Autonomous State under Article 
244 (A) of the Indian constitution 
led by Karbi Anglong and NC Hills 
Autonomous State Demand Com-
mittee (KANCHASDCOM) have 
left for New Delhi on Sat. March 24. 
The demonstration will be held on 
March 29 at Ram Lila Maidan.

Demand supporters from Con-
gress and BJP also are participating 
in the demonstration. Before leav-
ing for New Delhi, president, KAN-
CHASDCOM, Ajit Timung talking 
to reporters said: “A joint delegation 
of the two hill districts of Karbi An-
glong and Dima Hasao district will 

be holding a mass demonstration 
at Ram Lila Maidan, New Delhi on 
March 29 for demanding of Autono-
mous State under Article 244 (A) of 
the constitution of India compris-
ing the two hill districts of Karbi 
Anglong and Dima Hasao district.”

Timung informed that the or-
ganisations taking part in the mass 
demonstration are KANCHASD-
COM, Karbi Students Association 
(KSA), Karbi So-arlo Amei, Karbi 
Riso Adorbar, Karbi Unemployed 
Youth Association, Joint Action for 
Autonomous State and Karbi Longri 
and NC Hills Liberation Front, Karbi 
Lammet Amei-Karbi literary body, 
Karbi Cultural Society, BJP and 
Congress workers numbering 3000.

General secretary, Karbi An-
glong District Congress Commit-
tee (KADCC) Bidyasing Rongpi 
appreciated KANCHASDCOM for 
organising the programme for a 
common cause.

Rongpi said: “I express my 
thanks to president, KANCHASD-
COM, Ajit Timung for organising 
the demonstration by bringing dif-
ferent political parties and organi-
sation for a common cause. More 
than 150 Congress workers are par-
ticipating in the demonstration.”  

Dimasa Students Union, All 
Dimasa Students Union, Dimasa 
Mothers Association and Dimasa 
Women Society from Dima Hasoa 
are also joining the demonstration.

opmental plans that are being implemented for their timely completion.

Imphal, March 25 (IANS): The Ma-
nipur government on Sunday sig-
nalled a tough stand against the 
striking employees, with Deputy 
Chief Minister Yumnam Joykumar 
saying the “no work, no pay” rule 
will be used against the employees 
do not report for duty by Monday.

One employee however said that 
all employees are attending office 
though they are not doing the of-
ficial work. 

Joykumar, who holds charge of 
finance, said that the employees’ de-
mand for the implementation of the 
Seventh Pay Condition’s recommen-
dations is legitimate but requested 
them to wait for some time since the 
enhanced pay scale for over 85,000 

employees and 45,000 pensioners 
will require an additional Rs 1,400 
crore annually, which the state gov-
ernment simply does not have.

However, he stressed that it is not 
that the government has no inten-
tion of implementing the recom-
mendations, but is waiting for the 
15th Finance Commission report as 
Manipur could get some additional 
funds by then. 

He said that with the financial 
year is fast-ending, it is time for all 
sections of employees to sit together 
for sanctioning available funds and 
that “It will be good for the state if the 
striking employees understand it”. 

He also said that the government 
has already set the ball rolling to 

engage retired persons to dispose 
of the time-bound files ahead of the 
financial year ending on March 31. 

Representatives of the striking 
employees however said that the 
matter cannot be settled by going to 
the media. 

“We are not saying that the en-
hanced pay should be paid from 
today. But the government must 
make a written commitment on the 
time table on the payment of the 7th 
Pay Commission,” said one of their 
leaders. 

Meanwhile police sources said 
that some members of the Joint Ad-
ministrative Council, which is spear-
heading the strike, may be picked up 
if the stir is not suspended.

The rally was an insti-
tutional reciprocal gesture 
to acknowledge the contri-
bution of the veterans who 

have given the best years 
of their lives to the Nation.

The outreach initia-
tive was aimed at provid-

Udalguri (Assam), March 
25 (PTI): An Army officer 
and two militants were in-
jured in an encounter be-
tween a joint Army-police 
team and underground 
group NDFB (Songbijit) in 
Darrang district of lower 
Assam today, police sourc-
es said.

Acting on a tip-off on 

the presence of insurgents 
at Borjhar under Dhola 
police station, an opera-
tion was conducted. The 
militants opened fire at 
the security forces which 
also retaliated and an 
Army captain as well as 
two NDFB (S) ultras were 
injured in the exchange of 
fire, the sources said.

The officer, identified 
as Captain Prabhakar, suf-
fered injuries on his hands 
and was given initial treat-
ment, said the doctors 
treating him at a govern-
ment hospital in Mon-
goldoi town.

He has been referred 
to Gauhati Medical Col-
lege Hospital for advanced 

treatment, they said, 
The two injured mili-

tants, identified as Marcus 
Basumatary and Simon 
Baglari, were were out of 
danger, the doctors said.

A handmade rifle with 
15 live cartridges and 
some documents were 
recovered from the ultras, 
police said.

ing a compassionate and 
healing touch to the Ex-
serviceman in the area. 
Various grievances related 
to their pension and al-
lowances were noted for 
rectification.

The rally was attended 
by 65 veterans of Assam 
Rifles including one wid-
ow, one Veer Nari and 10 
dependents. Grievance 
Cell and info kiosks for 
medical facilities were put 
up for the benefit of the 
ex-servicemen.
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Escalation of global trade 
war to impact equity market

Microsoft to hold 
AI summit in 
Bengaluru on 
March 28

Apple working 
with partners on 
foldable iPhone

Mumbai, March 25 (IANS):  
Fears over the imposition 
of more trade protectionist 
measures, along with a par-
liamentary deadlock may 
flare up further volatility in 
the domestic equity market 
in the coming truncated 
trade week.

Besides, triggers such 
as higher crude oil prices, 
derivatives expiry and the 
upcoming macro-economic 
data points are expected to 
influence investors’ senti-
ments. “Markets next week 
would continue to be vola-
tile guided by global devel-
opments on the ongoing 
trade issues between the 
US and China as well as 
the local political develop-
ments, especially the out-
come of Rajya Sabha polls,” 
Devendra Nevgi, Founder 
and Principal Partner, Delta 
Global Partners, told IANS.

“Oil prices (Brent) have 
hit $70, adding to the risk 
aversion in India.”

Last week, economic 
tensions between the 
world’s two largest econo-
mies escalated after the US 
imposed tariffs on Chinese 
products and China an-
nounced plans for a retalia-
tory action.

“Market is expected to 
continue its volatile trade 
going forward and inves-

tors will continue to keep 
close eye on further actions 
by Donald Trump and the 
reaction of the Chinese 
government,” said D.K. 
Aggarwal, Chairman and 
Managing Director of SMC 
Investments & Advisors. 

“Besides, global macr-
oeconomic data releases, 
the movement of rupee 
against the dollar, crude oil 
price movement, invest-
ment by FPIs (foreign port-
folio investors) and DIIs 
(domestic institutional in-
vestors) will continue to give 
direction to the markets.”

In addition, parliamen-
tary proceedings, macro-
economic points like Index 
of Eight Core Industries 
(ECI) figures, along with the 
country’s fiscal deficit num-
bers up to February and its 
external debt data will be 
keenly watched by investors.

“ T h e  f i s c a l  d e f i c i t 
number for February to be 
declared on the coming 
Wednesday (March 28) will 
be closely watched for slip-
pages,” Nevgi said.

According to Vinod Nair 
Head of Research at Geojit 
Financial Services, apart 
from weak global cues, do-
mestic market “is underper-
forming” due to premium 
valuation, profit booking led 
by LTCG (long-term capital 

gains) tax and pre-election 
political uncertainties. 

“We can expect this do-
mestic chaos to stabilise 
by the end of FY18, as re-
demption pressure will be 
over. But due to risk of es-
calation in global trade war 
and domestic pre-election 
uncertainties, volatility may 
continue for some more 
time,” Nair said.

“The week ahead is 
truncated with two market 
holidays and F&O expiry 
adding volatility.”

Investment-wise, provi-
sional figures from the stock 
exchanges showed that last 
week, foreign institutional 
investors purchased scrip 
worth Rs 2,524.13 crore and 
the DIIs invested Rs 211.91 
crore in equities.

The National Securi-
ties Depository (NSDL) re-
vealed that FPIs invested Rs 
2,060.04 crore, or $316.99 
million in equities during 
March 19-23.

On the currency front, 
the rupee weakened by 
eight paise to close at 65.01 
against the US dollar from 
its previous week’s close 
at 64.93. Technical charts 
showed a bearish outlook 
for the National Stock Ex-
change’s (NSE) Nifty.

“The Nifty remains in 
downtrend and further 

downsides are likely early 
next week once the immedi-
ate supports of 9,952 points 
are broken,” said Deepak 
Jasani, Head of Retail Re-
search for HDFC Securities.

“Immediate resistance is 
now at 10,227 points.”

The key Indian equity 
indices -- the BSE Sensex 
and the NSE Nifty50 -- 
closed last week at 5-month 
low levels on the back of 
trade protectionist meas-
ures, apart from the ongo-
ing turmoil in the domestic 
banking system as well as 
the uncertainty on the polit-
ical situation in the country.

C o n s e q u e n t l y,  t h e 
30-scrip Sensitive Index 
(Sensex) of the BSE shed 
579.46 points or 1.75 per 
cent to 32,596.54 points -- 
its lowest closing level since 
October 23, 2017.

Similarly, the Nifty50 of 
the NSE edged lower. It end-
ed below the psychologi-
cally important 10,000-mark 
level and closed last week’s 
trade at 9,998.05 points -- 
down 197.1 points or 1.93 
per cent -- its lowest closing 
level since October 11, 2017.

The Indian equity mar-
kets will be closed on Thurs-
day and Friday on account 
of Mahavir Jayanti (March 
29) and Good Friday (March 
30), respectively.

New Delhi, March 25 (PTI): 
Tech giant Microsoft will 
host ‘AI for All’ summit in 
Bengaluru on March 28 to 
showcase use cases of ar-
tificial intelligence across 
sectors. The event will fea-
ture discussions around the 
benefits of artificial intelli-
gence (AI), and how this can 
be used to amplify human 
ingenuity, a Microsoft India 
spokesperson told PTI.

“This is our first summit 
of its kind in the country. 
While we had an AI event 
last year for developers, this 
one is for a broader audi-
ence,” the spokesperson 
added.

Participation is expected 
from industry representa-
tives spanning across ver-
ticals like healthcare, auto 
and IT and IT-enabled serv-
ices, among others.

San Francisco, March 25 
(IANS): Apple is reportedly 
mulling to unveil in 2020 an 
iPhone that folds, CNBC has 
reported citing several Apple 
suppliers.

According to analysts 
from Bank of America Mer-
rill Lynch, the iPhone maker 
is working with its Asian 
partners on a foldable de-
vice that may be able to 
open up and be used like an 
iPad tablet.

“We expect the iPhones 
this fall to be largely un-
changed for the OLED ver-
sions although size changes 
have proved to be a catalyst 
in the past,” Wamsi Mohan, 
Analyst at Bank of America 
Merrill Lynch was quoted 
as saying by CNBC late on 
Friday.

“Our checks also sug-
gest that Ap ple is working 
with suppliers on a fold-
able phone (that potentially 
could double up as a tablet) 
for launch in 2020,” Mohan 
added.

Earlier, there have been 
reports that the Cupertino-
headquartered giant was 
working with LG on a future 
foldable iPhone.

The company also filed 
a patent application for a 
yet-unnamed foldable de-
vice that can be “opened 
and closed like a book” in 
November 2017.

“An electronic device 
may have a flexible portion 
that allows the device to 
be folded. The device may 
have a flexible display,” said 
a patent application pub-
lished by The US Patent and 
Trademark Office.
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I, on behalf of the Ollo Community Dimapur and  Ollo 
Students Union Dimapur are very privilege to honour 
and give our heartfelt gratitude to our esteem leaders, His 
Excellency, the Vice-President , Gen.(Retd.) Kholi and 
the General Secretary, Th. Muivah of National Socialist 
Council of Nagalim  for recognition of Ollo Community 
as one of the Naga tribe of Nagalim  on 23rd March 2018.

I further take this opportunity to thank the Collective 
leadership Members, Convener of Steering Committee, 
Speaker of Tatar Hoho , Kilo Kilonser,  Members in 
the Tatar Hoho budget session 2018 and the concern 
Secretaries for understanding our history and uplifting 
our community. I believe that this act of recognition 
would help in strengthening the people of Northern 
Nagalim. ( Tirap, Changlang and East Patkai Hills)

K. Lowang
Chairman

Ollo Community Dimapu

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
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Disruption Vs 
Dicussion

P
arliamentary democracy is familiar with disrup-
tions. It is an important weapon in the hands of 
parliamentarians, especially the opposition par-
ties to lodge protests against any happenings or 

the functioning of the government. So, when the parlia-
ment is in session, disruptions are not uncommon. But 
as it is a potent weapon in the hands of the parliamen-
tarians, it should be used judiciously and cautiously. At 
the same time number of disruptions should be as lim-
ited as possible as parliament sessions incur huge ex-
penditures. In India, every minute of parliament session 
costs us Rs. two lakh. So if the proceedings of the house 
are disrupted, the nation faces huge loss.

But in India, it seems disrupting the proceedings of 
the house have become a fashion. Everyday even at the 
slightest provocation disruptions are taking place. Pres-
ently, both houses of the parliament are stalled for 14 
days. Due to chaos in the house, finance bill have to be 
passed without any discussion. Agitated parliamentar-
ians coming to the well of the house has become a rou-
tine affair. Sometimes it is very difficult to understand 
why the parliamentarians are protesting. As per the par-
liamentary practice, the parliamentarians should voice 
their grievances first. If the government of the day fails 
to redress their grievances only then they should think 
about disrupting the house. No parliamentarian should 
come to the well of the house first before recording his 
or her grievances. Take the example of the latest disrup-
tions in recent times. At the time of the bifurcations in 
Andhra Pradesh, it was promised by the then Central 
Government led by Dr. Manmohan Singh that in-order 
to meet the revenue loss, Andhra Pradesh would be ac-
corded the status of special category state for a certain 
period. But before the implementation of the same, 
change of guard took place at the Centre. But the present 
Central Government, citing the recommendations of 
the finance commission, ruled out the possibility of 
granting the said status to Andhra Pradesh. Naturally, 
the decision of the Centre did not please the political 
parties in the State. So the political parties gave notice 
to move a no confidence motion against the present 
day government with the help of some other opposition 
parties. As per the law, a no confidence motion should 
be supported by less than 50 members of the House. It 
is categorically written in the rule book that the presid-
ing officer should do a head count before admitting the 
motion. But it seems that the political parties are not 
interested in discussions. They are more interested in 
disrupting the house everyday with one pretext or an-
other turning the no confidence motion into a joke. But 
in parliamentary laws and practices, no confidence mo-
tion has been given highest priority. So much so that 
when a no confidence motion is accepted by the pre-
siding officer, all other works of the house are stopped. 
Normal functioning of the house will only resume after 
the fate of the no confidence motion is known. So if the 
government has failed to fulfil its promise, in a parlia-
mentary democracy no confidence motion is the best 
way to corner it. Sadly, our parliamentarians these days 
are more interested in disruption than discussion. This 
is not a good trend for parliamentary democracy. In a 
democracy problems are to be solved through discus-
sion, not by disruption. But it seems to be other way 
round in Indian Parliament.

Z. Rhakho

Processing Foods — Myths, Perceptions, and Realities 

Vikas Datta | IANS

Title: Best Before - The Evolution and Future 
of Processed Food;  

Author: Nicola Temple; 
Publisher: Bloomsbury Sigma; 

Pages: 272; Price: Rs 499

The term “processed food” rings alarm bells for 
many people, even beyond the health conscious, 
who wonder what additives it contains and how it 

compares nutritionally with its “natural” counter-
part. But while these concerns about a large com-
ponent of our daily food intake may seem to be 
justified, is it required -- and is “natural” food even 
possible?

No, says biologist, conservationist and science 
writer Nicola Temple -- and goes on to show in this 
book, how almost all the food for humans since the 
dawn of civilisation has been processed in some 
form or the other -- by fire, fermentation and so on 
-- or has something added for taste, longer shelf-
life, etc. 

And there happen to be only a few things we 
can eat directly in our physiological state at the cur-
rent stage of our evolution, leave alone our busy 
and complex social and economic lives -- unless 
we want to be hunter-gatherers again or regress 
evolution-wise. As far as natural foods -- fruits and 
vegetables -- are concerned, they start to lose their 
nutritional value right from when they are plucked 
and need to be preserved/prepared (respectively) 
till we eat them.

On the other hand, our growing reliance on 
processed food has led to a situation where we 
trust absolute strangers with the key requirement of 
feeding us -- and not all their motivations may be 
purely altruistic.

However, the first issue, says Temple, is to define 
some key terms, especially food processing, for this 
covers everything that is done to food at home -- 
from toasting bread to pickle-making -- to what is 
done by establishments like neighbourhood baker-
ies or multinational companies.

And then processed foods “are not always the 
money-grabbing, addiction-forming, obesity-caus-
ing products of the big food manufacturers”, though 
some of them may be either or more or all of the 
three, she says.

But Temple stresses that her aim is not to hold 
a brief for processed food or attack it but “to pro-
vide a different perspective by looking at how food 
processing, and more generally food science, gets 
pushed along the evolutionary path towards the lat-
est new product”.

And in this, she shows how big business, con-
sumer demand, socio-cultural changes, health 
concerns, scientific and technological innovation, 
politics, resource constraints or waste and even war, 
have their roles to play.

“Understanding the journey can perhaps help 
us identify if and when we started to go a bit off-
track. It can help us to become discerning consum-
ers who can identify when innovative ideas might 
benefit society and our planet, and when they pure-
ly benefit company profits,” Temple says.

Beginning with her own childhood memories 
of “food processing” while growing up in a farm in 
Ontario, she provides an overview of some of the 
processes. Temple then goes on to show why food 
processing became necessary for humans -- and 
what changes it led to in them and their way of liv-
ing. Here she also deals with the question of which 
food items are most beneficial -- it will help in the 
vegetarian vs non-vegetarian debates. 

Temple then takes up the origins of two of the 
most ubiquitous processed foods -- cheese and 
bread, and the changing methods of preparing 
them over the centuries. Next follows how fruits and 
vegetables too need processing, not only for their 
demand out of season, but for other important rea-
sons too.

Then she discusses the case of meat, through 
the medium of the sausage, followed by the criti-
cal issue of how salt, sugar and fat infiltrated snack 
foods (and if they can be removed), the lure of con-
venience meals, the role of nanotechnology in food 
processing and preservation and the future of the 
sector -- incorporating both climate change impact 
and technological advances like lab-grown meat 
and 3D pizzas.

An accessible account of the biology, chemistry, 
economics and sociology of food, well seasoned 
with fascinating facts, perceptive insights -- espe-
cially about the real cost of processed foods - - and 
abundant wit, this book is a must read for all those 
who care what is on their plate and why and how it 
got there. 

(Vikas Datta can be contacted at vikas.d@ians.in)

We don’t need to wait to enjoy a rich life 
in God’s kingdom.

Lately, as I’ve been skimming financial advice books, 
I’ve noticed an interesting trend. While almost all 
such books have good advice, many imply that the 

primary reason to cut costs is to live like millionaires 
later. But one book offered a refreshingly different per-
spective, arguing that living simply is essential for a rich 
life. If you need more or fancier stuff to feel joy, the book 
suggested, “You’re missing the point of being alive.”

Those insightful words brought to mind Jesus’s re-
sponse when a man asked Him to urge his brother to 
divide an inheritance with him. Instead of sympathizing, 
Jesus dismissed him abruptly before warning sternly 
about “all kinds of greed”—because “life does not con-
sist in an abundance of possessions” (Luke 12:14–15). 
He then described a wealthy person’s plans to store his 
crops and enjoy a luxurious lifestyle—the first-century 
version of retirement planning—with a blistering con-
clusion. His wealth did him no good, since he died that 
night (vv. 16–20).

Although we are responsible to use our resources 
wisely, Jesus’s words remind us to check our motiva-
tion. Our hearts should be focused on pursuing God’s 
kingdom—knowing Him and serving others—not on 
securing our own futures (vv. 29–31). As we live for Him 
and freely share with others, we can fully enjoy a rich life 
with Him now—in the kingdom that gives meaning to all 
of life (vv. 32–34).

Lord, thank You for all You’ve so generously pro-
vided. Teach us how to enjoy what You’ve given and 

to share it with others. Help us to rest in You.

DAILY
PATH

The Point of 
Being Alive

BIBLE READ:  LUKE 12:22–34 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds  
of greed; life does not consist in  
an abundance of possessions. 

~  Luke 12:15

Basil Peseyie

A 
wizard on the defence pitch. 
Unforgiving to the offensive 
forays of the strikers. Sobri-
quet of Great Wall of China in 

football connotation amply reflects 
on this industrious footballer. He is 
none other than Beituo Kirha who 
breathed his last on the fateful night 
of 24th March, 2018 leaving the whole 
of the football fraternity in a state in 
anguish and despair.

Beituo Kirha rose to football was 
not through the intense coaching 
of trainers or professional clubs but 
by sheer ingenuity where his talent 
was spotted playing on the narrow 
alleys of New Market road, Kohima. 
He came into the football and never 
lost his passion for the game. He was 
a role model for many because he 
treated every one he met with the lan-
guage of football.

One of the greatest defender the 
state has produced with his career 
spanning almost 2 decades from the 
80’s to 90’s saw him participated in 
almost all the major football tourna-
ments played across the length and 
breadth of the country. The prestig-
ious Santosh Trophy seems to be his 
favourite as he found himself among 
the police players at times as the only 
civilian. Late Beituo fondly recalled 

his devastating football match in the 
same tournament when Nagaland 
team was trounce by star studded 
Bengal team with the defence line-
ups put to disarray by the swift and 
well-orchestrated play of Bengal.

A moment of proud and achieve-
ment he felt was when his photo-
graph appeared in one of the issue 
of the popular magazine “The Sport-
star” in 1998 when he played for the 
Nagaland Team in Santosh Trophy 
at Jorhat in Assam. During the peak 
of his career he candidly admitted 
to one of the sports scribe that the 
state lacks in the basic infrastructure 
to raise the state football standard at 
par with Manipur and Mizoram. He 
was of the strong view that the state 
football cannot continue to bask in 
the glory and legacy of Late Dr T Ao. 
A systematic revamping in the whole 
sports policy with employment op-
portunities was ardently felt by him. 
As an indispensable player of the Na-
galand Team that won the 1st Dr T 
Ao Fraternity Gold Cup played at Ko-
hima in 1990 was what he considered 
a tribute to the legendary bare footed 
Olympian.

An inexhaustible footballer, Late 
Beituo was approached by different 
clubs in the country but preferred to 
be in the state capital to nurture, guide 
and boost the upcoming youngsters.

Back to the state football arena, 

Late Beituo Kirha was a regular face 
for the New Market Team and the 
PHED team droning the green and 
white jersey. He had enormous con-
tribution towards the fame and glo-
ry the PHED team had achieved in 
the state Inter Departmental Tour-
naments where he was employed. 
His home team, the New Market XI 
owed his captaincy and coaching in 
winning the Kohima Senior Soccer 
League (1994), Youth Soccer Cham-
pionship (1995 & 1998), Peace Cup 
(1998) and other feats in the Royal 
Gold Cup, Classic Cup and the NSF 
Martyrs Memorial Trophy. Many of 
his teammates owed employment to 
him through the game of football. The 
determination to win in odd situa-
tions and pledging loyalty to the team 
he played borne the ultimate success.

Ever ready to reprimand his team-
mates for their lapses and also hum-
bly accept his own follies is a trade 
mark in him. Spellbinding gaols 
coming out through his over lapping, 
accurate free kicks and flank shots 
added much calibre to his game. An 
articulate footballer with quick foot-
ball brain is what made him all the 
difference with the contemporary 
footballers of his time.

Beituo Kirha’s untimely demise 
has engulfed the football fraternity in 
grief but united in its admiration for 
the pioneer in football.

E
xposure of pregnant wom-
en to common thyroid-
hormone-disrupting tox-
ins may be linked to the 

increased incidence of childs brain 
development disorders, researchers 
have found.

Numerous, common chemicals 
can interfere with normal thyroid 
hormone actions, which are essential 
for normal brain development in foe-
tuses and young children, they say.

“We have reviewed the docu-
mented exposures of pregnant 
women and children to mixtures of 
thyroid-hormone-disrupting chem-
icals and propose that the data sets 
provide a plausible link to the re-
cent increased incidence of neu-
rodevelopmental conditions,” said 
study co-author Barbara Demeneix, 
Professor at the Universite Paris-
Sorbonne.

Many of the identified endo-
crine-disrupting chemicals (EDCs), 
which include pesticides and sub-
stances used in manufacturing a 
multitude of products, have been 
reported to interfere with thyroid 
hormone function, the researchers 
said.

With maternal thyroid hor-

mones (TH) essential for normal 
brain development of children, the 
researchers also said that previous 
human studies have indicated that 
even moderate disruption to TH 
function in pregnant women may 
affect cognitive development and 
increase the risk of brain develop-
mental disorders in their children.

For the study, published in the 
journal Endocrine Connections, re-
searchers examined published evi-
dence of the wide variety and high 
number of EDCs, from pesticides to 
chemicals used in the manufacture 
of drugs, cosmetics, furniture and 
plastics, that can all interfere with 
TH. 

The research further highlights 
that complex mixtures of these 
thyroid-disrupting chemicals are 
present in all humans, including 
children and pregnant women.

These findings indicate that ex-
posures of pregnant women and 
children to thyroid-disrupting 
chemicals in the environment pose 
real risks for child development and 
health, and underline the need for a 
more targeted public health inter-
vention strategy, it says.

Source: IANS

C
hildren born to mothers with poly-
cystic ovary syndrome (PCOS) are 
at an increased risk of developing 
anxiety later in life, researchers 

have discovered.
According to the researchers, maternal 

obesity and androgen excess induce 
sex-specific anxiety in the off-
spring.

PCOS affects more than 
one in ten women of child-
bearing age and is char-
acterised by high levels 
of male hormones in the 
blood, menstrual dis-
orders, insulin resist-
ance and obesity. 

“The fact that 
daughters of wom-
en with PCOS are at 
increased risk of de-
veloping the condition 
and that sons often de-
velop obesity and insu-
lin resistance, indicates 
that the fetal environ-
ment plays a crucial role,” said lead 
author Elisabet Stener-Victorin, Pro-
fessor at the Karolinska Institute.

For the study, published in The 
FASEB Journal, researchers investigated 16 
groups of female and male mice offspring 
exposed to maternal diet-induced obes-
ity and male hormone excess to study how 
these environmental factors affected the 
mice’s behaviour as well as gene expression 

in the brain. 
After birth, half of the mice were exposed 

to high-fat-high-sucrose (HFHS) diet-in-
duced obesity to also investigate the effect of 
diet in the offspring and the study revealed 
sex-specific, anxiety-like behaviour in the 

offspring of both normal-weight 
and obese pregnant mice 

exposed to the androgen 
dihydrotestosterone. 

Independent of 
the mothers’ other 
diet components, 
female offspring ex-
posed to maternal 
androgens in utero 
developed an anxie-
ty-like behaviour. 

A HFHS diet after 
birth did not signifi-

cantly affect the female 
mice’s behaviour. Male 
offspring, on the other 
hand, were unaffected 
by the elevated maternal 
androgen levels, but dis-
played anxiety-like be-
haviour in response to 

maternal obesity.
The environmental factors also 

affected gene expression in the brain. 
A number of genes implicated in anxi-

ety were dysregulated in the amygdala and 
hypothalamus in the brain in a sex-specific 
manner, the researchers noted.

Source: IANS

T
hrough this column I extend my 
heartfelt gratitude to the Police per-
sonnel on duty,Mobile Unit DEF and 
South Police Station on 24th March 

2018 between 7:35pm to 8:30 pm, whose 
swift and prompt action led to the recovery 
of a stolen vehicle. Its utterly shocking to see 
that thief has become so notoriously bold to 
lift a car even few metres away from the glare 
of the owner as it happened on the said date 
and time when a notorious car lifter suddenly 
drove away acar as soon asthe owner went 
inside ATM booth at Paramedical. Within 
some 30 minutes of informing the police, the 
car was retrieved though the thief managed 
to escape. I also extend my appreciation to a 
kind hearted and very supportive taxi driver 
(Rengma) and his friend (Sumi) who give a 
chase to the thief and remained with me till 
the end. If notorious brat (car lifter) exists, 
good citizen (taxi driver and his friend), con-
scious neighboursand dutiful workers (police 
personnel) too exist in our society which feels 
us with pride. Pray God reward you for your 
good deeds.

Remembering Football Pioneer Beituo Kirha

Chemicals Linked to Brain 
Disorders in Children

Scientists Discover Link Between PCOS and Anxiety

Appreciation to 
Police Personnel 

and Sensible 
Citizens
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Nat Case | Aeon

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Words of love, per-
haps of a very idealistic nature, could be ex-
changed today between you and a romantic 
partner, Aries. One of you could even write a 

song or poem for the other. This can be a very healing 
and transformative experience, and could therefore 
make both of you feel very good. The only downside is 
that you could well view each other through rose-col-
ored glasses. Remember that you’re both human! Enjoy 
your day.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Study of intel-
lectual or spiritual subjects that particu-
larly interest you could keep you at home 
for much of the day, Taurus. More than one 

visitor might drop by in order to discuss these mat-
ters, perhaps bringing a few books. Discussions could 
take on an imaginative, idealistic, and even mystical 
level, which could prove inspiring for all involved. Take 
notes, because you’ll want to be sure and remember 
these conversations.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Intuition en-
hances communications of all kinds today, 
Gemini. If you’ve been thinking about doing 
some writing, this is the day to get started. 

Your mind is particularly expansive, and your imagina-
tion is working at a very high level. Insights that might 
not normally come to you add new depth and dimen-
sion to your writing, whether a poem, novel, article, or 
letter to a friend. Make the most of it!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Imagination 
combines with intellectual abilities to en-
able you to make some creative changes to 
your home, Cancer. This could be some-

thing minor, such as purchasing plants, or a major 
project, such as remodeling or redecorating. Whatever 
you choose to do, you’re likely to channel a lot of your 
energy into it right now in order to produce results that 
you and the other members of your household can be 
happy with. Have fun!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You could make a 
trip to the library today, Leo, as you may 
need to track down some intellectual, spiri-
tual, or practical information required for a 

task or project you’re working on. You may find your-
self spending more time there than you’d originally 
planned, as you might discover facts or ideas that open 
up fascinating new trains of thought. If your time is 
limited, keep track of the hour. If not, have fun!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Your intuition has 
been steadily increasing over the past few 
months, Virgo, and today it could operate at 
a particularly high level. More than one pre-

monition may come to you, and you’ll probably find 
yourself picking up more frequently on the thoughts 
and feelings of others. If you’re into the arts, inspira-
tion may come that you should definitely make use of. 
Don’t worry about what’s practical. Think of inspiration 
as an assignment from the Universe!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Assessment of 
others’ ideas may be a main focus today, 
Libra. Group activities could require your 
intellectual input. A friend could come to 

you with an idea for a project of some kind. Writ-
ing or speaking may be involved in some way. Your 
friend isn’t in a very practical frame of mind, so don’t 
be surprised if the ideas don’t seem very workable 
right now. Don’t be discouraging, however. Your 
friend may surprise you!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Professional 
interests are definitely served by your intu-
ition and fertile imagination today, Scorpio. 
Writing, speaking, or the dramatic arts could 

be involved. If your career involves communication 
in any form, expect to capture the interest of a lot of 
people now. Positive career changes are in the wind, al-
though they may not be apparent to you just yet. This 
isn’t the time to worry about the future. For now, let 
your imagination guide you.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Your mind 
is probably taking a mystical turn, Sagittarius. 
This is a great day to study spiritual or meta-
physical concepts or expand your knowledge 

of fields like astrology, numerology, or the other occult 
sciences. Books and lectures may come to your atten-
tion, and discussions with friends who share your in-
terests should set your mind going. Don’t let today pass 
you by. Expand your mind.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Dreams 
or visions could bring sudden and exciting 
insights with regard to career issues, Capri-
corn. These dreams could steer you toward 

books, websites, and other sources of information that 
can provide further guidance that could well prove 
invaluable. The source of your insights may be rather 
unorthodox, but don’t write them off because of that. 
Think of them as messages from your higher self and 
make the most of them.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You’re apt to 
be especially attuned to the thoughts and 
feelings of partners at this time, Aquarius. 
In fact, you might find yourself picking up 

so much that it’s a bit overwhelming. Nonetheless, it is 
an advantage. You’ll probably know instinctively what 
those around you want, and this new sensitivity should 
definitely score you some points with business and ro-
mantic partners alike. Don’t be afraid to make use of it. 
That’s what it’s there for.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Work on proj-
ects that require imagination and sensitiv-
ity could well take up a lot of your time to-
day, Pisces. Some in-depth research may be 

involved. The work might require a lot of energy and 
concentration, perhaps more than you expected, but 
you should be more than satisfied with the results in 
the end. Just make sure to take breaks, and don’t forget 
to eat. You’ll need the fuel, after all!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

I 
don’t think very far into the future. 
As far as I can tell, no destiny is call-
ing my name from a distant moun-
tain top. But it’s easy to see how 

the notion of a purpose lets people see 
their life as a single decisive line, like a 
thread in the capricious hands of the 
three Fates. Or, as Robert Frost has it in 
‘The Road Not Taken’ (1920), a poem that 
countless American high school gradu-
ates have heard from valedictorians:

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both

And be one traveler, long I stood…

The Canadian songwriter Stan Rogers 
sang of ‘One warm line, through a land 
so wild and savage’, and if you’re ponder-
ing your life as a single story, winding 
through the landscape, that image does 
make a lot of sense.

But the world itself is not linear. Life 
stretches out around us, unrelievedly 
three-dimensional, and our pathways 
through it are neither straight nor sim-
ple. Robert Frost’s two paths were not 
his only choices. He could have ducked 
off the path altogether, ignoring the ‘No 
Trespassing’ signs in the Vermont woods. 
What is more, the line of our life is full 
of little loops — from home to work and 
back, upstairs and downstairs again, 
tossing back and forth in our beds. We 
fairly hum with movements that don’t go 
anywhere except back to where we just 
were.

If so, how do we do that, while know-
ing that there is no forward inherent in 
the world except for the direction we 
happen to be facing? How do we inhabit 
this intractably complex, three-dimen-
sional world, even as we trace the line 
of our lives across its two-dimensional 
surfaces?

Me? I do fieldwork.
I make maps for a living, and a lot 

of that work is making street maps. For 
a long time, my fieldwork has involved 
driving, walking, and every so often bik-
ing back and forth over a territory. It’s 
movement combined with a specific kind 
of alert attention: I check specific pieces 
of information against what’s around me 
on the streets. And this means that when 
I am done, and have made that map, I 
have captured that piece of the world. 
Even a year later, I can picture pieces of it 
in my mind’s eye better than some of the 
buildings I walk or drive by unthinkingly 
every day at home.

But these days, my map work in-
volves less fieldwork and more adapting 
and tweaking of existing digital data sets. 

When I first began making maps of small 
areas, I traced scans of architectural 
drawings, and then walked the streets to 
correct and update them. Now I routine-
ly never leave my desk. Instead, I access 
digital building shapes acquired from 
airborne laser-mapping or LIDAR flight, 
align them with recent satellite views, 
and label them with pretty reliable street 
lines from the census bureau. It’s a differ-
ent world, and I miss the sense of actu-
ally knowing places, because abstracted 
data, no matter how rich, is not the same 
as the world itself. As my colleague Ste-
ven Holloway says in his manifesto, Right 
MAP Making (2007), there is something 
important about a commitment to a ‘re-
lationship with the place’ and ‘deep lis-
tening through direct-contact and stop-
ping’ that even the best digital data can’t 
equal.

In my fieldwork, the line I trace be-
comes invisible. I don’t record my route 
in my maps, just the things I’ve seen. By 
contrast, the American artist Stephen 
Cartwright creates work based not on 
what he has seen but on data that shows 
where he has been. For well over a dec-
ade, he has kept an hourly record of his 
latitude, longitude and elevation. Some 
of his work shows the knots and loops of 
an ordinary life, the linework over time 
looking like a tangled piece of half-knit-
ted fabric. Other pieces have a cleaner 
line, like those tracing his long bicycle 
treks. But in every case, there’s a disturb-
ing kind of sterility: we know nothing 
about the world he has passed through 
except its location on the globe. While he 
has presumably been living his life fully 
as a human being, all we can see is the 
the contrail, the snail-track. It’s like a 
playscript with everything but the stage 
directions removed.

Were Americans wrong to use the 
simple heroic narrative to remember 
Lewis and Clark for 150 years?

I imagine that there’s a part of Cart-
wright that wants more fleshed-out ad-
ventures. I know there’s a part of me that 
longs, with the poet Robert Louis Steven-
son, ‘to rise and go/Where the golden 
apples grow’. In the popular imagina-
tion, expeditions possess a simplicity of 
narrative that most ordinary life does not 
have: the journey out and back through 
dangers. Here at last we have that sim-
ple heroic line through the world. The 
American writer Joseph Campbell began 
his career as a mythographer with the 
‘Hero’s Journey’, as initially recounted in 
his Hero with a Thousand Faces (1949) 
— an outward trek into the dangerous 
unknown; confrontation with both an 
ultimate enemy (and, symbolically, our 
own dark side); and the return home a 

stronger, nobler, yet humbler person.
In 1803, when Thomas Jefferson 

planned to send his friend Meriwether 
Lewis on an expedition to the Pacific 
Ocean, he probably had a vision like this 
in mind. But it would also have been 
bound up in a kind of heroic notion 
of knowledge-collecting, one that still 
persists in the modern sense of a sci-
entific expedition as a journey justified 
in large part by the data it would bring 
back. Lewis and Clark’s 1804-1806 expe-
dition to the Pacific collected an enor-
mous amount of information about the 
ecosystems they travelled through, and 
ethnographic and political information 
about the tribes they encountered. Their 
detailed notes on the route they travelled 
were used to create a map that served for 
decades as the most accurate drawing of 
that part of North America.

The public celebration of Lewis and 
Clark’s great journey was centred around 
the heroic narrative of the trip and the 
travails that they overcame on the way. 
That remained the primary cultural 
memory of their trip until the mid-20th 
century. But that story’s simplicity is 
more a product of our desire for their 
journey to take a particular shape than 
a reflection of their actual experience. 
Were Americans wrong to use the simple 
heroic narrative to remember Lewis and 
Clark for 150 years? Did the explorers 
tell themselves this heroic narrative, or a 
version of it anyway, to help pull them-
selves along? Is that narrative in fact in-
accurate? After all, they did actually per-
form all those mighty feats of endurance.

Think, though, about what it must 
have been like to do what they did. Take 
the project begun on 13 June 1805 to por-
tage the 18 miles around the Great Falls 
of the Missouri, dragging canoes and 
equipment over rocky ground studded 
with prickly pear cactus, in alternating 
heat and intense storms. For the month 
that it took to pass this point, this was 
the expedition. It must have been all-
consuming. And when it was complete 
and they were on their way further up-
stream on 15 July, what an accomplish-
ment just that one segment must have 
seemed.

On a smaller scale, the work of collect-
ing and documenting specimens, getting 
bearings and creating detailed maps, 
even the day-to-day discipline of cook-
ing, cleaning, eating, and generally mak-
ing camp, was work that required con-
centration and care. The evidence from 
their journals suggests that the work was 
often difficult, but that discipline, and 
the work of detailed note-taking, were 
assiduously maintained throughout.

We view the narrative arc of the entire 

two-year expedition as its great achieve-
ment, as did the American public of the 
time. But in life, this arc is made up of 
smaller accomplishments, smaller arcs. 
And this is how most human accom-
plishment progresses, in small arcs. My 
fieldwork for a map of downtown Denver 
is not part of a larger epic, nor is it espe-
cially difficult — no prickly pear cactus, 
and lots of easily procured cooked food. 
But in terms of how I approach it, it is a 
series of particular questions: is what we 
have on the map here up-to-date? How 
about there, and there? It takes attention, 
the kind of attention that encompasses 
knowing a place thoroughly, whether on 
foot or via the data. And when I’m done, I 
can give myself a little congratulation on 
finishing a project.

My work this past year has led me 
to look for the first time at the historic 
records of the US General Land Office 
surveyors, and this has got me thinking 
further about the play between ventur-
ing on heroic expeditions through the 
land, and really inhabiting it. Beginning 
in 1785, teams of men first surveyed 
the six-mile-square townships that still 
form the basis for much of the US lo-
cal government. Then when non-Indian 
settlements were to be opened up, they 
surveyed the one-mile-square ‘sections’ 
within each township that still form the 
basis of most US property lines.

What if we just stop every so often, 
like Dike out on his treeless, billowing 
prairie? What if, instead of measuring 
out the land for others, we take a handful 
for ourselves?

The most striking thing about these 
surveyed townships, especially if you 
come from a part of the world where 
territory is grounded in organic shapes 
— for example, rivers, ridge and shore 
lines, even the straight lines between 
two ‘permanent’ landmarks — is how the 
surveyed townships ignore the ground 
beneath them. Though they mark out 
places, they themselves are as placeless 
as any of the anonymous artefacts of 
modern civilisation about which social 
critics love to carp.

In making a map of a ranch in North 
Dakota recently, I needed to resolve a 
boundary line question, and I ended up 
going back to the original land survey 
document from 1902 for the township 
in question. It describes the landscape, 
in the sense that it tells the position of 
the ravines, streams and ridgelines that 
lie along the survey lines; what corner 
monuments were erected, and other ba-
sic details — such as soil condition, who 
or what currently occupies the land, and 
so on. But it is relentlessly unpoetic. The 
line traced by the survey team is similar-

ly relentless, like the grid itself — north, 
then south, then east, then west, back 
and forth like the weft and warp on a 
loom.

Yet the men performing this survey 
were human beings. Their leader, George 
K Dike, had been surveying in North Da-
kota for almost 20 years, and in letters 
to his future wife Nancy 17 years earlier 
he had written about everyday life in the 
survey camp, listening to the Indians in 
a nearby encampment mourning for a 
dead child, wondering about the drunk-
ard who is in charge of another survey 
team and whether he’d be asked to pick 
up his slack. He mused about his own so-
cial inadequacies, held forth on what it 
means to be a family, and courted Nancy, 
hoping he’d be able to visit her in Min-
nesota soon.

He talked a little about the land itself, 
too, saying in a letter of 15 June 1885: 
‘There seems to be something majestic 
about this treeless, billowy land and I 
think of times when I am all alone with 
no human being or the works of beings 
in sight and how the presence and fel-
lowship of God seems more near and 
dear at such times.’

How can we not fall in love with the 
land we pay close attention to? My job, 
like Dike’s, is not to tell the world about 
my love. It is to give people tools to find 
their way, to make unfamiliar places nav-
igable. When someone no longer needs 
my map, because the place has become 
familiar, my work has succeeded.

How can we not fall in love with this 
life we pass through? Because that is the 
real falsehood of the Greek Fates and 
their thread, and of Cartwright’s lines. 
Our life is not the line, but the space 
around that line. Dike’s life wasn’t the 
survey lines or the report of the path, it’s 
the land he pushed that line through.

How do we make the moving trajec-
tory of our self join with that beloved life 
all about us? What if we just stop every 
so often, like Dike out on his treeless, bil-
lowing prairie? What if, instead of meas-
uring out the land for others, we take a 
handful for ourselves? I imagine the art-
ist Albrecht Dürer finishing his water-
colour The Great Piece of Turf (1503), a 
random section of lawn, his attention 
moving slowly back and forth, studying 
every visible detail of every leaf. He must 
have owned that piece of earth in a way 
few of us ever do. It must have owned 
him, so he could see pieces of that patch 
of meadow in his sleep.

This is what I want, to own and to be 
owned so thoroughly by even a tiny scrap 
of this earth. That is how I can be not just 
a line, but part of that three-dimensional 
world my one warm line passes through.

W
riting a note about 
your past failure 
may you help in 
boosting future 

performance as it lower levels of 
stress hormone cortisol, a new 
study suggests.

The study indicates that 
writing and thinking deeply 
about a past failure improves 
the body’s response to stress 
and enhances performance on 
a new task.

This technique may be use-
ful in improving performance 
in many areas, including thera-
peutic settings, education and 
sports, say researchers.

“Our results suggest that, in 
a future stressful situation, hav-
ing previously written about a 
past failure causes the body’s 
stress response to look more 

similar to someone who isn’t 
exposed to stress at all,” said co-
author Brynne DiMenichi from 
the Rutgers University-Newark.

For the study, published in 
the journal Frontiers in Behav-
ioral Neuroscience, researchers 
examined the effect of writing 
about past failures on future 
task performance in two groups 
of volunteers.

A test group wrote about 
their past failures while a con-
trol group wrote about a topic 
not related to themselves. 

The researchers used sali-
vary cortisol levels to provide 
a physiological readout of the 
stress experienced by the peo-
ple in both groups. These levels 
were comparable across the test 
and control groups at the start 
of the study.

The performance of the vol-
unteers on a new stressful task 
was then measured while re-
searchers continued to monitor 
their cortisol levels, to find that 
the test group had lower corti-
sol levels compared to the con-
trol group when performing the 
new challenge.

They also found that vol-
unteers who wrote about a 
past failure made more careful 
choices on a new task, and over-
all performed better than the 
control group.

“Together, these findings 
indicate that writing and think-
ing critically about a past failure 
can prepare an individual both 
physiologically and cognitively 
for new challenges,” DiMenichi 
noted.

Source: IANS

One Warm Line
The life well-lived, the path well-walked, each full of loops and weavings, until a person maps their patch of earth

Decoded: How Past Failures Can Boost Your Future Performance
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PTI

AICC President Rahul Gandhi speaks during his Janashirvada Yatra 
in Srirangapatna town on Sundday.

PTI

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal addresses a Haryana Bachaao 
Rally in Hisar on Sunday.

Prithviraj Chavan

Abu Salem

No alliance against BJP possible 
without Congress — Chavan 

Kejriwal attacks centre at Haryana rally

Production warrant against Abu 
Salem for March 27 in extortion case

Sukma blast: 
Seven Maoists 
arrested 

Don’t “otherise” disabled with terms like ‘divyang’ — Univeristy

Setting up of any other panel in place 
of CMB ‘unacceptable’ — DMK 

Scared Modi government stalling no-trust vote, mocks Rahul

Punjab to give debt waiver 
to 50,000 more farmers

Statements by ‘Alpha’, ‘Charlie’, ‘Gama’ hold key in terror funding case 

New Delhi, March 25 (PTI): 
There cannot be an alliance 
of opposition parties with-
out the Congress, which 
would be the fulcrum of 
any such front to take on 
the BJP in the 2019 gen-
eral election, senior party 
leader Prithviraj Chavan 
has said.

He said the Congress 
continues to be a domi-
nant force with its presence 
in almost all states and if 
at all anyone could take 
on the BJP, it would be the 
Grand Old Party.

In no way there can be 
an opposition to the BJP 
without the Congress. It is 
just not possible. Congress 
is a pole of the equation no 
matter what. If one pole 
is the BJP, the other pole 
has to be the Congress,” 
Chavan told PTI in an in-
terview.

Whether the Congress 
will be able to carry other 
political parties is a ques-
tion. But if you say that 
(there is an alliance) with-
out the Congress or the 
BJP, that will clearly be a 
non-starter, he said.

Amid the rise of region-
al players and marginalisa-
tion of the Congress, he 
said there are certain states 
where the Congress is the 
dominant force such as 
Rajasthan and Madhya 
Pradesh.

Hisar (Har), March 25 
(PTI): Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) convenor Arvind 
Kejriwal today targeted 
the Centre alleging that 
never before had so many 
“bank scams” taken place 
under any regime since 
India’s independence even 
as he declared that his 
party would contest the 
next state Assembly polls 
in Haryana.

Kejriwal asked the peo-
ple of Haryana to reject the 
ruling BJP as well as the 
opposition Congress and 
the INLD.

He  c l a i m e d  b o t h 
the BJP governments at 
the Centre as well as in 
Haryana had failed the 
people.

The number of bank 
scams that have taken 
place during the Modi 
government’s time; never 
before had so many scams 

taken place under any gov-
ernment since independ-
ence, Kejriwal claimed at 
his party’s ‘Save Haryana’ 
rally here.

“I want to ask PM 
Narendra Modi, that if peo-
ple of this country want to 
deposit their hard earned 
money, which bank is 
safe? What if the bank goes 
bankrupt and all the mon-
ey of the public is gone,” he 
said taking a jibe.

“Second question I 
want to ask Mr Modi is 
that Vijay Mallya and Nirav 
Modi escaped with thou-
sands of crores. When will 
they be arrested? When will 
we get our money back?” 
he continued.

Kejriwal said if the 
money goes into the pock-
ets of farmers, labourers, 
only then the country will 
progress. It will not if mon-
ey goes into the pockets of 

New Delhi, March 25 
(PTI): A court here today 
issued a production war-
rant against gangster Abu 
Salem and directed the 
authorities to bring him 
before it on March 27 in 
connection with an extor-
tion case.

Additional Sessions 
Judge Tarun Sehrawat’s 
direction came after the jail 
authorities informed the 
court that they would not 
be able to produce Salem 
before it today.

The matter was sched-
uled for the final hearing.

It relates to an extor-
tion case lodged in Delhi, 
in which Salem had al-
legedly demanded Rs 5 
crore as protection money 
from businessman Ashok 
Gupta, a resident of Greater 
Kailash in south Delhi, in 
2002.

Salem had, on Janu-
Mysuru, March 25 (IANS): 
Congress President Ra-
hul Gandhi on Sunday ac-
cused the Narendra Modi 
government of stalling no-
confidence motion moved 
in the Lok Sabha against it 
by the party and the TDP 
and YSR Congress over 
denial of special status to 
Andhra Pradesh.

“For the past 10 days, 
the Modi government is 
stalling the no-confidence 
motion as it is scared.

Though Speaker Sumi-
tra Mahajan had said she 
wanted to take up the no-
trust motion for discus-
sion, she had insisted the 
house return to order for 
initiating debate on it. 

On March 16, the Tel-
ugu Desam Party (TDP) 
and YSR Congress had 
also moved no-confidence 
motions against the gov-
ernment over the issue of 
special category status for 
Andhra Pradesh, but these 
also haven’t been taken up 
so far.

Gandhi ,  accusing 
Prime Minister Modi of 

New Delhi, March 25 (PTI): 
Confessional statements 
by ‘Charlie’, ‘Romeo’, ‘Alpha’ 
and five others are expect-
ed to be key evidence in the 
charge sheet filed in a court 
by the National Investi-
gation Agency against 12 
people, including Lashker-
e-Taiba chief Hafiz Saeed, 
for funding anti-national 
activities in the Kashmir 
Valley.

The probe agency, 
which registered a case 
against separatists in the 
Kashmir Valley on May 
30 last year, managed 
to secure confessional 
statements on the flow of 
money, especially from 
Pakistan, from eight peo-
ple accused in the case 
related to the funding of 
terror activities in Kash-

mir.
A confessional state-

ment is recorded before a 
judicial magistrate. The ac-
cused confirms in it that he 
or she is giving a statement 
without any pressure from 
the probe agency.

The entire process 
was video-graphed and 
no investigation officer 
was present in the court 
premises during the pro-
ceedings when the accused 
gave their statements be-
fore a magistrate last year. 
In case of retraction later, 
the agency can file a case 
of perjury.

The host of witness-
es listed by the NIA in its 
charge sheet included 
Naim-ul-Zaffar Geelani, 
son of separatist Syed Ali 
Shah Geelani, and Yasir 

Gaffar Shah, son of arrest-
ed businessman Zahoor 
Ahmed Shah Watali.

While Naim-ul-Zaffar 
Geelani has given a four-
page recorded statement, 
Yasir Gaffar Shah has re-
corded an eight-page state-
ment with the NIA. Both 
have been named as pros-
ecution witnesses.

The probe agency, 
which arrested 10 peo-
ple in connection with the 
case, filed a charge sheet 
against 12, including Saeed 
and Hizbul Mujahideen 
terror group’s chief Syed 
Salahuddin, who are both 
in Pakistan.

The charge sheet also 
names 42 protected wit-
nesses in its list of 232 
people who would be ex-
amined during the pro-

ceedings. The witnesses 
have been protected under 
section 43(3) of the Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention) 
Act under which the name 
and address of the person 
is not mentioned during 
the court proceedings.

Among those arrested 
by the NIA included Al-
taf Ahmed Shah, the son-
in-law of Geelani, Watali, 
Geelani’s close aides Ayaz 
Akbar, who is also spokes-
person of the hardline 
separatist organisation 
Tehreek-e-Hurriyat, Peer 
Saifullah, Shahid-ul-Islam, 
spokesperson of the mod-
erate Hurriyat Conference, 
Mehrajuddin Kalwal, Nay-
eem Khan, Farooq Ahmed 
Dar alias ‘Bitta Karate’, 
photo-journalist Kamran 
Yusuf and Javed Ahmed 

Bhat.
The NIA had registered 

a case on May 30 against 
the separatist and seces-
sionist leaders, including 
unknown members of the 
Hurriyat Conference, who 
have been acting in con-
nivance with active mili-
tants of proscribed terrorist 
organisations Hizbul Muja-
hideen, Dukhtaran-e-Mil-
lat, Lashkar-e-Taiba and 
other outfits and gangs, 
officials said.

The FIR had also 
named organisations 
such as the two factions 
of the Hurriyat, one led 
by Geelani and the other 
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, the 
Hizbul Mujahideen and 
the Dukhtaran-e-Millat, 
an all-women outfit of the 
separatists.

However, in states 
where it is not a dominant 
force, it can play a sec-
ondary role, Chavan said 
and cited the examples of 
Tamil Nadu, Bihar and Ut-
tar Pradesh.

Chavan said, Nation-
ally, it will be a sum of total, 
sum of states. Every state 
alliance has to be stitched 
state by state and then you 
add up the total .

I f  somebody says 
there will be a national 
alliance with somebody 
like Mamata Banerjee in 
it, without the Congress, 
then that is not possible”, 
Chavan noted.

Asked why the Con-
gress was not part of the 
understanding in Uttar 
Pradesh where the BSP 
and SP got together to de-

feat the BJP in the recent 
Lok Sabha bypolls, he said 
the main message of UP 
was that an alliance of like-
minded parties can defeat 
the BJP in next elections.

Broadly speaking, 
this was an unthinkable 
alliance. Mayawati and 
Mulayam and Akhilesh 
coming together was un-
thinkable -- the caste com-
bination of Dalits and Ya-
davs coming together.

That is a winning for-
mula. Every state has a 
winning formula. In my 
state, if the NCP and the 
Congress come together 
and if they (BJP and Shiv 
Sena) don’t fight together, 
then we will get the same 
result, he said.

On whether the bar-
gaining power of the Con-

gress was being reduced 
following repeated defeats 
in state elections, he said 
the Congress continues 
to be a dominant force in 
many states even now.

Asked if the Congress 
would be the fulcrum of 
an opposition alliance, 
Chavan said, Because the 
Congress is the only party 
which is present in all the 
states. But there is any-
thing plus or minus, we are 
there.” 

Admitting that the Con-
gress has been sidelined in 
many states, he said, if one 
looks at the totality of the 
country and adds up the 
numbers, we are still the 
largest, main opposition 
party .

Asked whether the 
Congress stood marginal-
ised, he said, I don’t think 
you can think of a situa-
tion at the moment when 
the Congress has become 
irrelevant and that other 
parties can come together 
and give challenge to the 
BJP.” 

On the formation of a 
third front, he claimed that 
most parties that are seek-
ing to play a major role in 
it do not have a standing 
beyond a single state and it 
is only the Congress which 
can steer everyone along 
due to its pan-India pres-
ence.

a few capitalists, he said 
claiming the “BJP is a party 
of capitalists”.

Attacking the Manohar 
Lal Khattar government in 
Haryana, Kejriwal claimed 
the state witnessed sev-
eral incidents of violence 
ever since the BJP assumed 
power and many inno-
cents were killed and prop-
erty worth crores of rupees 
destroyed.

Referring to incidents 
of violence during the 
Jat reservation agitation 
in February 2016 which 
claimed 30 lives, Kejriwal 
said, “When Haryana was 
burning, where was (CM) 
Khattar sahab? When your 
shops, your homes were 
burning, where was Khat-
tar sahab?”.

The AAP leader alleged 
that BJP and Congress 
hatched the conspiracy to 
create a wedge among the 
people of Haryana.

Both parties divided 
the people into Jats and 
non-Jats only for their 
vote-bank politics, he al-
leged.

Kejriwal also accused 
the BJP of dividing people 
along communal lines.

T h e  A A P  n a t i o n -
al convenor, who hails 
from Haryana, asked 
the people of the state 
to strengthen his party. 
Only you can build a new 
Haryana, he said.

AAP will contest the 
next elections, he said re-
ferring to state Assembly 

elections.
“We will create a new 

Haryana.
 If you want peace, 

security, schools, hos-
pitals, roads, then vote 
for AAP,” he said. He said 
the BJP had backed out 
from its poll promise of 
implementing the Swa-
minathan Commission 
report but AAP would do 
it if it comes to power in 
the state.

After tasting defeat at 
the hustings in the Lok 
Sabha polls from Hary-
ana, AAP had not con-
tested the October 2014 
assembly elections in the 
state.

The AAP leader alleged 
that his party’s “Haryana 
Bachao” rally posters were 
torn at many places.

He claimed four years 
back people voted BJP to 
power at the Centre and in 
Haryana, but now were fed 
up with the “misrule”.

“They did not even 
spare the traders and farm-
ers. First demonetisation 
and later GST onslaught 
adversely hit the traders. 
Can one trader tell me if his 
trade has flourished during 
last four years,” Kejriwal 
said.

He said youths were 
frustrated because they 
were jobless despite work-
ing hard.

Senior AAP leaders 
Sushil Gupta, Gopal Rai 
and Navin Jaihind also ad-
dressed the gathering.

ary 15, contended in the 
court that his trial in the 
case violated the order by 
which he was extradited 
to India.

He had also told the 
court that the prosecu-
tion did not have evidence 
to prove that he had de-

manded money from the 
businessman or that the 
phone number from which 
the call was made to the 
complainant belonged to 
him.

Salem, who was ex-
tradited from Portu-
gal in November 2005, 

was granted bail in the 
present case in 2013. 
However, he is currently 
in jail in connection with 
various other cases, in-
cluding those related to 
the 1993 Mumbai blasts.

Salem, along with five 
other accused, is facing 
trial in the case.

According to the pros-
ecution, Salem had alleg-
edly demanded Rs 5 lakh 
from Gupta and his son 
Abhishek in April, 2002 and 
threatened to eliminate 
their family members if the 
money was not paid.

The other accused in 
the case are -- Chanchal 
Mehta, Majid Khan, Pawan 
Kumar Mittal and Moham-
mad Ashraf. One of the ac-
cused, Sajjan Kumar Soni, 
died during the trial.

The police claim to 
have recorded phone calls 
made by Salem to Gupta.

Raipur/Sukma, March 25 (IANS): 
Seven Maoists were arrested in Chhat-
tisgarh’s Sukma district on Sunday in 
connection with the blast targetting 
an anti-landmine vehicle of the CRPF 
earlier this month that left nine troop-
ers dead, a senior police official said.

According to Deputy Inspector 
General of Police, Bastar, P. Sundarraj 
rpt Sundarraj, the insurgents were ar-
rested in a sweep operation launched 
by the STF, CRPF and Cobra Battalion 
on Saturday.

The accused were identified as 
Komram Sade, Madkam Joga, Mad-
kam Hindwa, Mandvi Sukka, Madkam 
Ganga, Vanjam Aayta and Vanjam 
Singha, all members of the ‘Jan Militia’ 
and residents of Kistram in Sukma, he 
said, adding that security personnel 
were convinced they were responsible 
for the March 13 blast in Pallodi area 
of Kistram.

Nagpur, March 25 (PTI): Rahul Bajaj, 
a visually disabled student of the 
5-year LLB course in Dr Ambed-
kar College here, was conferred 20 
awards, including 13 gold medals, at 
the 105th convocation of Rashtrasant 
Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur University 
(RTMNU) here on Saturday.

Bajaj stood first in the RTMNU 
among students of all streams and 
was presented the medals by Tamil 
Nadu Governor Banwarilal Purohit 
at a ceremony here.

Bajaj, possibly the first disabled 
student from the country to have 
been chosen for the Rhodes scholar-
ship, will be pursuing Bachelor of 
Civil Law and M.Phil from Oxford 
University.

Speaking to PTI after the cer-
emony, Bajaj, currently working in 
a top law firm in Delhi and having 
interned under Supreme Court and 
High Court judges, said the awards 

were a recognition of the effort he had 
put in over five years at his course.

Explaining why he chose law as a 
career, Bajaj said,” It is a confluence of 
three or four factors. I was interested 
in social studies and English, both of 
which are central tools for a lawyer. 
Secondly I have a knack for argu-
ments, in a constructive way, and the 
ability to put forward my view in a 
persuasive way.” 

“Thirdly, as a person with dis-
ability, I felt law to be more accessible 
as skills needed for it are mental and 
intellectual rather than physical or 
visual,” he explained.

Speaking about his Rhodes schol-
arship, Bajaj said achieving it needed 
more than just academic accom-
plishments as the requirement for 
the scholarship included having a 
holistic and well-rounded profile.

He credited a software called 
“Screen Reader” for the help he got 

in his studies as it allowed him to 
hear the words written on a computer 
screen.

He said that technology had 
made things easier for the disabled 
but there was still more that had to 
be done.

Citing an example, Bajaj said that 
while interning with SC Judge UU 
Lalit, there was no system in place to 
ensure that he could perform the du-
ties that a law clerk was supposed to 
do including accessing files.

Emphasising on the importance 
of infrastructure for the disabled, he 
said that physicist Stephen Hawking 
could not visit the Taj Mahal in Agra 
as the monument did not have a 
ramp for disabled visitors.

He credited his success to the 
support of people around him, espe-
cially his father, Sunil, a paediatrician, 
his mother, Kajal, a homemaker, and 
his sister who is a gynaecologist.

Erode (TN), March 25 (PTI): The 
DMK today continued to press for 
the immediate constitution of the 
Cauvery Management Board (CMB) 
by the Centre and said the setting up 
of any other panel in its place was 
unacceptable.

A ‘special’ resolution adopted at 
the DMK’s two-day conference here 
urged the Tamil Nadu government 
to ensure the state’s rights are upheld 
in the inter-state dispute involving 
Karnataka and warned of protests 
by the party if the ruling AIADMK 
failed to do so.

The resolution, moved by DMK 
Working President MK Stalin, re-
ferred to a section of reports that 
claimed the Centre may possibly 
set up a supervisory committee in 
place of the CMB, and opposed any 
such move.

“The Tamil Nadu government 
should be uncompromising on (the 
stand of ) setting up of CMB and 

should not let any other panel to be 
set up... and it should insist the Cen-
tre that CMB should be constituted 
at the earliest,” the resolution said.

If the state government did not 
do so, the DMK will launch “strong 
struggles” with the help of farmers 
and the public on the issue, it added.

It further charged the Centre with 
“delaying” the setting up of CMB 
“under some pretext” and urged the 
state government to exert adequate 
pressure for its formation at the 
earliest.

Following the February 16 final 
verdict of the Supreme Court on the 
vexed Cauvery river dispute, the rul-
ing AIADMK and opposition parties 
including DMK have been urging the 
Centre to constitute the CMB and 
Cauvery Water Regulatory Commit-
tee (CWRC) within six weeks from 
that day to ensure the state received 
its due share of water from the inter-
state river.

peddling lies, claimed that 
the PM came to power in 
2014 by lying to people.

“He (Modi) had prom-
ised 2 crore jobs a year for 
the country’s youth if he 
came to power. But the 
country is seeing the high-
est unemployment over 
the last eight years,” the 
Congress chief said in his 
30-minute long address 
delivered in Hindi, which 
was translated into Kan-

nada.
While then Prime Min-

ister Indira Gandhi had 
nationalised the banks in 
the country in 1969, Modi 
had “affected” the banking 
system and the economy 
through policies like note 
ban, he said.

Terming the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP)-led Cen-
tral government corrupt, 
he said the only exports 
India has made are peo-

Chandigarh, March 25 
(IANS): The Punjab gov-
ernment will provide debt 
relief of Rs 200 crore to 
around 50,000 farmers 
in six districts in the next 
phase of the farm debt 
waiver scheme, a spokes-
person said on Sunday.

The debt waiver cer-
tificates will be given at a 
state level function to be 
held Gurdaspur in the first 
week of April.

The state government 
has also assured that all 
eligible farmers under 
this scheme would get re-
lief and no eligible farm-
er would be left out, the 
spokesperson said.

“Around 50,000 ben-

eficiaries of six districts 
- Gurdaspur, Pathankot, 
Hoshiarpur, Shaheed 
Bhagat  Singh Nagar, 
Amritsar and Tarn Taran 
would get relief of around 
Rs 200 crore,” the spokes-
person said.

Under the farm debt 
waiver scheme of the 
Punjab government, loan 
waiver relief up to Rs 2 lakh 
would be provided to mar-
ginal and small farmers 
who have borrowed crop 
loan from cooperative in-
stitutions, public sector 
banks and other commer-
cial banks as on March 31, 
2017.

The spokesman said 
46,556 marginal farmers 

of five districts - Mansa, 
Bathinda, Faridkot, Mukt-
sar and Moga, have already 
been provided relief of Rs 
167.39 crore at Mansa in 
January this in the first 
phase. In the next phase, 
a total 29,192 farmers of 
five districts - Jalandhar, 
Kapurthala, Ludhiana, Fa-
zilka and Ferozepur - were 
provided relief of Rs 162.16 
crore at Nakodar earlier 
this month.

The Congress had 
promised debt waiver 
to farmers in its election 
manifesto before assembly 
polls in February last year. 
It won power, securing 77 
seats in the 117-member 
assembly.

ple like diamond jeweller 
and Punjab National Bank 
fraud case accused Nirav 
Modi, liquor baron Vijay 
Mallya and former Indian 
Premier League Chairman 
Lalit Modi.

Mallya is facing an ex-
tradition trial in London 
over money-laundering 
charges of his now-defunct 
Kingfisher Airlines, while 
Lalit Modi is also facing 
money-laundering charg-
es. Gandhi said that they 
only business that flour-
ished after the note ban 
was BJP President Amit 
Shah’s son Jay Shah’s, which 
grew from Rs 50,000 to Rs 
80 crore within months. 

He also asserted that 
his party will defeat the BJP 
in the coming assembly 
elections “due to its ideolo-
gies”.

Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah, party state 
unit president G. Para-
meshwara, and party lead-
er in Lok Sabha Mallikarjun 
Kharge were among the 
other party leaders present 
at the rally.
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Thousands gather in US to 
demand greater gun control

Second stage of Eastern 
Ghouta evacuation begins

Jordan prince wants India to play key role in Syrian refugee crisisJapan PM Abe pledges constitution change amid scandal

Mugabe’s wife Grace under 
probe for ivory smuggling

German police 
arrest ex-Catalan 
leader Puigdemont

Washington, March 25 (IANS): 
Tens of thousands of people dem-
onstrated on Saturday in Park-
land, Florida, where a February 
14 school shooting left 17 people 
dead, to demand greater gun con-
trol legislation.

According to media reports, 
at least 20,000 people gathered in 
Pine Trail park, around two miles 

from Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School, where former stu-
dent Nikolas Cruz, 19, killed 14 
students and three teachers with 
an assault rifle.

The students, parents and 
other members of this South 
Florida community attending 
the demonstration were united 
in their call, chanting “enough is 

enough”, Efe reported.  Speaking 
at the rally, Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas student Samantha May-
or, who was shot in the leg during 
the incident, said “change was due 
before 17 lives were brutally taken 
from such innocent souls.”

Mayor and other fellow stu-
dents paid tribute to those who 
were killed during the shooting 

and urged lawmakers to pass re-
sponsible gun control legislation.

Casey Sherman, another stu-
dent who survived the shooting, 
said that those 17 people did not 
die in vain, pointing to the #Nev-
erAgain movement that emerged 
in Parkland and Saturday’s dem-
onstrations, which, according 
to organizers, have taken place 
in 844 different locations in the 
United States and abroad.

Tony Montalto, father of Gina 
Montalto, one of the victims, said 
“the only way to get the change 
we are demanding here today is 
for both political parties to stop 
blaming each other and come 
together for an agreement.”

“We need action,” he said, 
while acknowledging recent gun 
control legislation approved in 
Florida. After the Parkland shoot-
ing, the Florida Legislature passed 
a bill increasing the minimum 
age to buy firearms from 18 to 21 
and imposing a three-day waiting 
period on gun purchases

The law, however, does not 
include a ban on the sale of assault 
rifles, as was demanded by many 
students, parents and Democratic 
lawmakers. 

Several other gun control 
demonstrations are being held 
in Florida, including in Miami 
Beach, Palm Beach and Boca 
Raton, were at least 4,000 peo-
ple gathered, chanting slogans 
against the National Rifle Asso-
ciation.

Damascus, March 25 
(IANS): The first batch 
of the Failaq al-Rahman 
rebels and their families 
evacuated Syria’s Eastern 
Ghouta area on Saturday 
evening, media reports 
said.

Up to 17 buses trans-
porting 981 rebels and 
their families evacuated 
areas in Eastern Ghouta 
through a crossing point 
on the outskirts of the 
town of Arbeen in Eastern 
Ghouta, Xinhua reported.

The convoy headed 
toward rebel-held areas in 
the northwestern province 
of Idlib, under a recently-
reached deal with the Syr-
ian government under the 
Russian mediation.

Ahead of the rebels’ 
evacuation, a total of eight 
people kidnapped by the 
rebels in Eastern Ghouta 
were released, as part of 
the deal that was reached 
before.

A day earlier, the state 
TV declared the agree-
ment for the evacuation of 
Failaq al-Rahman rebels 
and their families from 
new areas in Eastern 
Ghouta countryside.

According to the deal, 
as many as 7,000 rebels 
and their family members 
will leave areas of Jobar, 
Zamalka, Arbeen, and Ayn 
Tarma in Eastern Ghouta, 
and the deal covers the 

main rebel groups in con-
trol of those areas, namely 
the Failaq al-Rahman, and 
the al-Qaida-linked Nusra 
Front.

The agreement will 
also see the release of 
kidnapped people by the 
rebels ahead of their evac-
uation and lists of names 
were handed over to the 
Russian side, the report 
said.

The fresh deal comes 
a day after the Failaq al-
Rahman group declared 
a unilateral cease-fire to 
negotiate its withdrawal 
from the region.

The War Media, the 
media wing of the Syrian 
army, reported that the 
Failaq al-Rahman rebels, 
or the Rahman Legion, 
declared a cease-fire in 
the central part of Eastern 
Ghouta as of midnight 
Friday.

These areas have been 
the launching pad for fir-
ing mortar and rocket 
shells on the Syria capital 
of Damascus through-
out the last seven years of 
crisis.

This development 
came as the Syrian army 
has so far captured over 90 
percent of Eastern Ghouta 
in an offensive that has 
been dragging on since 
late last month.

Eastern Ghouta, a 
105-square-km agricul-

tural region consisting 
of several towns and 
farmlands, poses the 
last threat to the capital 
due to its proximity to 
government-controlled 
neighborhoods east of 
Damascus and ongoing 
mortar attacks that target 
residential areas in the 
capital, pushing people 
over the edge.

Fo u r  m a j o r  re b e l 
groups are currently po-
sitioned inside Eastern 
Ghouta, namely the Islam 
Army, Failaq al-Rahman, 
Ahrar al-Sham, and the 
Levant Liberation Com-
mittee, known as the 
al-Qaida-linked Nusra 
Front.

The UN humanitarian 
agencies have sounded 
the alarm about the wors-
ening humanitarian situa-
tion for 400,000 people in 
that region, where activists 
said around 1,000 people 
have been killed since late 
last month by the heavy 
bombardment and mili-
tary showdown in areas of 
Eastern Ghouta. 

As the Syrian army ad-
vanced in Eastern Ghouta, 
tens of thousands of ci-
vilians have fled toward 
government-controlled 
areas for the first time in 
six years, with activists 
placing the number of the 
civilians that have so far 
left at 120,000.

Amman, March 25 (PTI): India 
should play a major role in resolving 
the vexed Syrian refugee crisis, Jordan 
Prince Ali bin Al Hussein has said, cit-
ing the plight of millions in dire need 
of humanitarian assistance.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
had met Jordan’s King Abdullah II 
during his visit to the Middle Eastern 
country last month during which 
both the sides held extensive talks 
on different issues including security.

India and Jordan enjoy friendly 
ties since diplomatic relations were 
established in 1950.

Ali, ahead of the second Laureates 
and Leaders for Children Summit 

2018 here, said that India and Jordan 
have very good diplomatic relations.

“Prime Minister Modi had re-
cently visited Jordan during which 
both the countries had vowed to 
step up cooperation on a number of 
areas and held talks on several issues. 
India is a fast-growing economy and a 
powerful country. So we expect India 
to play a key role in resolving the Syria 
refugee crisis and other such issues,” 
Ali told reporters yesterday.

The Summit, to be held from 
March 26 to 27, will bring together 
Nobel Laureates and World Leaders 
with youth from around the world to 
deliberate and develop a plan of ac-

tion to address the challenges faced 
by children.

Nobel Peace Prize winner Kailash 
Satyarthi said that India is the world’s 
largest democracy. It is the land 
which gives the message of peace 
and humanity. “India is home to the 
world’s third largest Muslim popula-
tion where people have been living 
peacefully for the last several decades. 
Peaceful co-existence is India’s herit-
age. So, it becomes the responsibility 
of the people and the Indian govern-
ment to spread this message to the 
other parts of the world. These ideas 
can go a long way in resolving the 
Syria crisis,” Satyarthi said.

Tokyo, March 25 (PTI/
AFP): Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe vowed today to 
press on with his contro-
versial move to amend Ja-
pan’s pacifist constitution, 
undeterred by a political 
scandal that has dented his 
popularity.

Abe’s political capital is 
dwindling due to a widen-
ing scandal over the cut-
price sale of government 
land to one of his support-
ers, with the opposition 
suggesting his wife Akie 
may have played a role.

The scandal worsened 
when finance ministry bu-
reaucrats admitted altering 
official records of the sales, 
erasing references to Abe 
and his wife as well as other 
political figures.

“I will thoroughly inves-
tigate and show the whole 
picture of what happened,” 
Abe told the annual meet-
ing of the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party.

“And I will fulfil my duty 
by rebuilding the (govern-
ment) organisation so that 
this will not happen again,” 

he said, reiterating his re-
solve to stay in power.

Abe has denied any in-
volvement by him or his 
wife in the case but pro-
testers have staged rallies 
across the nation.

His approval rating has 
fallen to its lowest level 
since his return to power at 
the end of 2012.

National attention is 
turning to parliamentary 
testimony scheduled for 
Tuesday by Nobuhisa Sa-
gawa, formerly the head 
of the finance ministry de-

partment that oversaw the 
land deal.

Despite his fading pop-
ularity, Abe told the party 
gathering he was com-
mitted to changing the 
constitution, imposed by 
the United States on the 
defeated nation after World 
War II.

Abe said he wants to 
end the debate over the 
constitutionality of Japan’s 
military, officially known 
as the Self-Defence Forces 
(SDF). The constitution 
says Japan renounces war 

Harare, March 25 (PTI/
AFP): Zimbabwean police 
are investigating former 
ruler Robert Mugabe’s wife 
Grace, accused of smug-
gling ivory worth millions 
to underground foreign 
markets, a state-owned 
weekly reported today.

The Sunday Mail said 
investigators from the 
parks and wildlife author-
ity handed documents to 
police showing that the 
former first lady “spirited 
large consignments of 
ivory to China, the United 
Arab Emirates and the 
United States among other 
destinations.” 

Police spokeswoman 
Charity Charamba con-
firmed receiving a report 
but declined to elaborate 
when questioned by AFP.

The Sunday Mail said 
the report accused Grace 
Mugabe of ordering of-
ficials to grant her permits 
to export the ivory as gifts 
to the leaders of various 
countries.

“Once outside Zimba-
bwe, the ‘gifts’ would be 
pooled together with other 
consignments of the prod-
uct and routed to black 
markets,” The Sunday Mail 
reported.

A senior official in the 
presidency, Christopher 
Mutsvangwa, told the pa-
per the government was 

tipped off by an unnamed 
whistleblower.

“Police and whistle-
blowers laid a trap for sup-
pliers believed to be work-
ing for Grace Mugabe,” 
Mutsvangwa said.

“The culprits were 
caught and that is how in-
vestigations started. When 
we were confronted with 
so much evidence, there is 
no way we could ignore.” 

The paper said police 
may question the former 
first lady soon.

Grace Mugabe was 
tipped alongside the cur-
rent President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa to succeed 
Mugabe, who ruled Zim-
babwe since independ-
ence from British colonial 
rule in 1980 until he was 
forced to step down in 
November 2017 following 
a military takeover.

She earned the sobri-
quet “Gucci Grace” for her 
lavish lifestyle.

Zimbabwe has suf-
fered rampant poaching 
of elephants, targeted for 
their ivory tusks which are 
used for ornaments and 
medicines.

At least 400 elephants 
died from cyanide poi-
soning in Hwange, Zim-
babwe’s biggest national 
park in the northwest of 
the country, between 2013 
and 2015. 

Berlin, March 25 (PTI/
AFP): German police to-
day arrested Catalonia’s 
former president Carles 
Puigdemont as he crossed 
the border with Denmark 
by car after Spain’s Su-
preme Court vowed to 
prosecute 13 key separa-
tists over their breakaway 
bid.

Puigdemont “was ar-
rested today at 11:19 am 
by Schleswig-Holstein’s 
highway patrol force,” a 
German police spokes-
man told AFP, adding that 
the detention was based 
on a European warrant.

“He is now in po-
lice custody”, added the 
spokesman.

Puigdemont’s arrest 
came just two days after 
Spain’s supreme court 
it would prosecute for 
“rebellion” 13 Catalan 
separatists, including Pu-
igdemont and his nom-
inated successor Jordi 
Turull, over their role in 
the region’s failed breaka-
way bid. If found guilty, 
they face up to 30 years in 
prison.

Issuing an interna-
tional arrest warrant for 
Puigdemont on Friday, 
Judge Pablo Llarena ac-
cused the ousted Catalan 
leader of organising the 
independence referen-
dum in October last year 
despite a ban from Ma-
drid and “grave risk of 
violent incidents”.

Puigdemont and four 
other deputies had fled to 
Belgium following their 
proclamation of inde-
pendence for Catalonia in 
October, which sank the 
state into a crisis.

Spanish authorities 
have since imposed di-
rect rule over the region, 
suspending the wealthy 
state’s autonomy over the 
last five months.

AP/PTI

 Crowds of people hold signs on Pennsylvania Avenue at the “March for Our Lives” rally in support of gun control, Saturday, March 
24, 2018, in Washington.

Pak court acquits 20 accused of lynching Christian couple
Lahore, March 25 (PTI): 
A Pakistani anti-terrorism 
court has acquitted 20 
people accused of burning 
alive a Christian man and 
his pregnant wife for com-
mitting blasphemy in the 
outskirts of Lahore in 2014.

The couple, Shahzad 
Masih and his wife Shama, 
who were working as la-
bourers at a brick kiln in 
Kot Radha Kishan area, 

were lynched and burned 
alive by a mob of around 
1,000 people over accu-
sations that the couple 
desecrated the Quran in 
November 2014.

A local prayer leader 
had allegedly provoked 
the villagers through an-
nouncement from area 
mosques against the cou-
ple. The couple was bru-
tally tortured, dragged and 

thrown into the furnace of 
the kiln by the mob.

The autopsy report 
submitted to the Supreme 
Court in December 2014 
had stated that the couple 
was alive when they were 
thrown into the kiln.

Police had arrested 
scores of villagers and a 
court in 2016 sentenced 
five men, including the 
cleric, to death while 10 

others were given varying 
jail terms.

The anti-terrorism 
court in Lahore yesterday 
acquitted 20 suspects giv-
ing them benefit of doubt. 

A court official said 
the role of the acquitted 
suspects could not be es-
tablished in lynching and 
killing the couple in the 
light of witnesses.
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When Paris Hilton lost $2 mn engagement ring
Socialite Paris Hilton briefly lost her engagement ring worth $2 million while dancing 
at a night club here. “Paris was dancing with her hands in the air, and the next minute 
her giant ring had flown off. She was really panicked as the venue was packed and very 
dark. It was the early hours of the morning and it was crazy in there,” a source told 
Page Six magazine, reports aceshowbiz.com as saying. Her fiance, Chris Zylka, held a 
search party looking for the ring in the VIP section of the night club. He eventually dis-
covered the diamond sparkler in an ice bucket two tables down from where Paris had 
been partying. During the search, Hilton “waited nervously in floods of tears”. Follow-
ing the reports, Paris confirmed the incident, calling it “one of the scariest moments of 
my life”.  She said she “was devastated. I thought there was no way we were going to be 
able to find it with all of those people in the venue”. (IANS)

Hollywood celebs join 
protests against gun violence

McCartney remembers John 
Lennon during anti-gun protests

Reese Witherspoon wants to 
work on relatable movies

Oscar Academy president denies harassment allegations

Unseen photos of The Beatles 
fetch 253,200 pounds at auction

2 pm, 8 pm: Hichki (Hindi)

11 am, 5 pm: Pacific Rim (Eng 2D)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

H
ollywood celebrities like 
Kim Kardashian, Nick Of-
ferman, George Clooney, 
Cynthia Nixon, Laura Dern, 
Willow and Jaden Smith 

and David and Jeffrey Katzenberg joined 
in students to protest against gun vio-
lence at the marches here.

Thousands of students showed up 
to the “March for Our Lives” demonstra-
tions nationwide along with the stars on 
Saturday, in the aftermath of the shoot-
ing at the Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland, Florida, on 
February 14 that left 17 dead, reports 
hollywoodreporter.com.

“Masters of Sex” actress Frances Fish-
er, who was attending the march here, 
said: “I love children and I want them to 
be safe. They deserve to have a safe place 
to study and learn and grow up. I’m with 
the children. We have to ban assault 
rifles and that’s why we’re here.”

Actress Connie Britton brought 
her son, who is in first standard, to the 
march. 

She said: “He’s getting used to 
marching. Today he was like, ‘this 
March is a blast’. I was like I’m glad he 
likes it because it doesn’t seem like it’s 
going to end anytime soon.”

Backstage at the march here, reality 
TV star Kendall Jenner was spotted in 
conversation with actor Jaden Smith. 
She wore a denim jacket with a picture of 
the US President Donald Trump on the 
back which read, “God save us. He ain’t 
my President”.

Willow Smith was also seen posing 
with survivors of the shooting. 

Singer Miley Cyrus posted an image 
of herself with few survivors on Insta-
gram with the caption: “Surrounded by 
heroines. Lucky to be here at this mo-
ment in history with the ones I love.”

IANS

V
eteran musician 
Paul McCartney, 
who joined the stu-
dents in the anti-
gun protests here, 

remembered late legendary 
singer John Lennon, who was 
murdered outside his apart-
ment here in 1980.

McCartney was with a 
crowd of thousands of stu-
dents who showed up here 
for the “March for Our Lives” 
demonstrations on Saturday. 

The march was in the after-
math of the shooting at the 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland, 
Florida, on February 14 that 
left 17 dead, reports cnn.com.

“One of my best friends 
was shot not far from where 
we are right now,” said McCa-
rtney.  Lennon was murdered 
by Mark David Chapman on 
December 8, 1980 outside his 
apartment. He was 40. 

Asked what he hoped the 

marches around the country 
would accomplish, he pointed 
to his t-shirt, which read “We 
can end gun violence”.

Other Hollywood celebri-
ties like Kim Kardashian, Nick 
Offerman, George Clooney, 
Cynthia Nixon, Laura Dern, 
Willow and Jaden Smith, 
Miley Cyrus and David and 
Jeffrey Katzenberg also joined 
students at the marches in Los 
Angeles and Washington.

IANS

A
ctress Reese Witherspoon 
wants to work on “universal 
and relatable” movies with 
women at the heart of it.

“I try to find thing that 
are universal and relatable. My main 
directive has been, have a woman at 
the centre of it telling another aspect 
of the female experience.

‘Gone Girl’ was like, ‘Is she psy-
chotic? I don’t know.’

“But it’s something that took an 
idea of the perfect girl and flipped it 
on its head.

With ‘Wild’, I loved the idea of a 
woman versus nature, you see man 
versus nature all the time,” With-
erspoon told Hello! magazine.

The 41-year-old star be-
lieves it’s “harder” for women 
to be at the centre of block-
buster movies now, but she 
doesn’t think that was the 
case when she started her 
own career, reports female-
first.co.uk.

She said: “I have to 
say, when I started it was 
a good time for women’s 
movies too.

Women were the stars 
of their own movies. I 
got in a window where 
I made ‘Legally Blonde’ 
and ‘Sweet Home Ala-
bama’.

“I could be the lead. 

It’s harder now. You don’t often see 
women being the star of movies. I had 
people say to me, ‘We have 
one movie that has a 

woman star-
ring in it this 

year.’ We 
don’t need 
another.”

IANS

J
ohn Bailey, Presi-
dent of the Acad-
emy of Motion 
Picture Arts and 
Sciences, has 

denied all allegations 
of sexual harassment 
against him.

Bailey penned a 
memo to the Academy 
staff, saying media re-
ports which accuse him 
of sexual misconduct, 
are “false” and that they 
“have served only to tar-
nish my 50 year career”.

He said the allega-

tions involved a “single 
named complaint” 
involving inappropri-
ate touching while on a 
transport van on a movie 
set. Bailey has denied the 
claim, saying “That did 
not happen”, reports hol-
lywoodreporter.com.

Bailey also cited the 
Academy’s new stand-
ards of conduct for 
members, instituted in 
December. 

“The fact that the 
existence of an allega-
tion even became public 

thwarts the confidential 
review process that the 
Academy adopted and is 
supposed to follow when 
receiving complaints,” 
the note read.

He said the review 
process would exonerate 
him from the allegations. 

“While there have 
been well documented 
instances of individuals 
in this industry not treat-
ing women with respect, 
I am not one of them,” he 
wrote.

An Academy sub-

committee led by David 
Rubin began investigat-
ing the claims in mid-
March. The Academy 
did not comment on the 
investigation, as per their 
review process, which 
rules the organisation 
may comment following 
a completed investiga-
tion.

Earlier this week, 
Bailey had hired Attorney 
David Schindler to fight 
the allegations.

Bailey, an award-
winning cinematogra-

pher for films like “The 
Big Chill” and “Ordinary 
People”, has been with 
the Academy for 15 years. 
He was elected the presi-
dent to follow the previ-
ous person in the post, 
Cheryl Boone Isaacs, last 
August.

Producer Harvey 
Weinstein was earlier 
banned from the Acade-
my after a string of sexual 
harassment allegations 
involving him came to 
the fore.

IANS

A 
teenage 
portfolio of 
more than 
350 previously 
unseen pho-

tos of The Beatles early 
invasion of the US has 
fetched 253,200 pounds 
($357,950) at an auction 
in England, the media 
reported.

The photographer 
Mike Mitchell’s images 
show the band arriving 
in 1964 for their first 
concerts in Washington 
D.C. and Baltimore, the 
Guardian reported on 
Saturday. 

Paul McCartney, John 
Lennon, George Harri-

son and Ringo Starr, who 
was knighted this week, 
were also shown at pre-
show press conferences 
and on stage.

A total lot of 413 
negatives were sold with 
copyright for 253,200 
pounds by Omega 
Auctions and only 46 of 
these pictures had been 
seen before, at auction 
in 2011.

Mitchell, who was 18 
at the time, had wanted 
to photograph the “Fab 
Four” after watching 
their famous television 
performance on the Ed 
Sullivan Show on Febru-
ary 9, 1964. S

he is one of the top 
stars in the Hindi film 
industry and now 
Katrina Kaif is planning 
to share her journey, 

which was full of ups and 
downs, in the form a book.

The actor, who made her 
Bollywood debut with 2003 film 
“Boom” was initially criticised 
for her acting abilities and danc-
ing skills, but she has come a 
long way.

When asked how she 
handled herself in an industry 
which was alien to her, Katrina 
said she is saving the answer for 
now.

“I educated myself (about 
the industry) but I might write a 
book (on it), so I won’t waste the 
answer now. I seriously might 
write a book,” she 
told PTI.

Though the actor has had 
some of the biggest blockbust-
ers to her credit, most recently 
being “Tiger Zinda Hai”, she 
has also seen low phases in her 
career, spanning nearly 15 years.

Katrina, however, consid-
ers the setbacks as the stepping 
stones to her success.

“You need to have a bal-
anced attitude to life, need to ac-
cept that failures, hardships and 
hard times -- for me definitely 
-- they are the biggest teachers. 
They (failures) are the biggest 
steps. Once you get there, then 
you reach higher. You need 
them. Hardship and failures 
taught me to evolve and reach 
the next step,” she said.

“I am constantly trying 
to educate myself by reading 
about peo- ples’ 
journeys, 

taking care of my mind and 
making sure I am evolving as a 
person and not just accepting 
whatever thoughts come to my 
mind,” she added.

Katrina said she never had 
a plan B for her career as she 
always dreamt of being a movie 
star.

“There was no back-
up plan. Having 
a plan B is like 
accepting 
failure. I have 
never had a 
plan B for 
anything. 
You can 
say that 
is not 
the 

correct way to go (about some-
thing) maybe,” she said.

Katrina, who became the 
face of an NGO supporting girls 
education, said there is disparity 
in basic education between the 
privileged and the underprivi-
leged.

“The more we ignore it, the 
more we are living 

in denial,” 
she said.

PTI

I might write a book on my Bollywood journey— Katrina

He said: “I was very 
motivated to come up 
with stuff that was as 
unique as could possibly 
be.”

He took shots of the 
band as they arrived for 
their first US concert at 
the Washington Colise-
um two days later, using 
natural light because he 
could not afford a flash. 

He was there again 
when they played the 
Baltimore Civic Centre 
, even getting on to the 
stage to secure a better 
view.

“I looked and noticed 
that nobody was up on 
the stage. I thought, I 
wonder what it would be 
like to be up on the stage 
and see what I could get 
up there,” the Guard-
ian quoted Mitchell as 
saying.

A black Mercedes 
AMG that Harrison had 
bought in 1984 for 85,000 
pounds from a dealer in 
Wilmslow, Cheshire, also 
sold at the auction for 
43,200 pounds.

IANS
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NASA budget jumps $1.6 bn 
over White House request

Novel AI tool may 
help tackle substance 
abuse in youth

Kerala needs to lead technological 
revolution — Experts

BHEL to make space grade cells for ISRO

80% Indian internet users 
browse YouTube — Google

US imposes sanctions 
on Iranians for 
worldwide cyber theft

6-inch skeleton found in Chile not of alien — Study

India to launch communication 
satellite GSAT-6A on March 29

Automation, tech to create new work opportunities for women —Report

Washington, March 24 
(IANS): NASA’s will get 
$20.7 billion -- $1.1 billion 
more than 2017 funding 
and $1.6 billion above 
the White House request 
— under a spending bill 
that cleared Congress this 
week and was signed by 
President Trump on Fri-
day.

A big beneficiary will 
be the planned rocket to 
take astronauts into deep 
space and onto Mars, 
the Space Launch Sys-
tem (SLS), which will get 
$2.15 billion, and the Ori-
on crew capsule, which 
will launch on top of the 
SLS, will get $1.35 billion, 
AL.com reported.

According to a report 
spaceflightnow.com, the 
NASA funding was part 
of a $1.3 trillion federal 
spending package that 

New York, March 24 (IANS): Researchers have 
developed a novel algorithm-based on artificial 
intelligence (AI) that leverages social networks 
to optimise substance abuse intervention groups 
for homeless youth.

The algorithm categorises participants, 
who voluntarily work on recovery, into smaller 
groups, or subgroups, in a way that maintains 
helpful social connections and breaks social 
connections that could be detrimental to recov-
ery and inadvertently expose them to negative 
behaviours.

“We know that substance abuse is highly af-
fected by social influence; in other words, who 
you are friends with,” said Aida Rahmattalabi, a 
post-doctoral student at the University of South-
ern California in the US.

“In order to improve the effectiveness of inter-
ventions, you need to know how people will influ-
ence each other in a group,” Rahmattalabi added.

While group therapy can offer support to 
homeless youth, if not structured properly, they 
can also lead to friendships based on anti-social 
behaviour.

The team tackled this problem from an AI 
perspective, creating an algorithm that takes into 
account both how the individuals in a subgroup 
are connected -- their social ties -- and their prior 
history of substance abuse.

Survey data gathered voluntarily from home-
less youth, as well as behavioural theories and 
observations of previous interventions, were 
used to build a computational model of the in-
terventions.

“Based on this we have an influence model 
that explains how likely it is for an individual to 
adopt negative behaviours or change negative 
behaviours based on their participation in the 
group,” Rahmattalabi noted.

“This helps us predict what happens when 
we group people into smaller groups,” she said.

Kochi, March 23 (IANS): 
Powered by a range of con-
crete technological innova-
tions, Kerala needs to lever-
age its full potential to lead a 
technological revolution in 
the coming years, industry 
experts said here on Friday.

Kerala’s High Power IT 
Committee (HPIC) Chair-
man S.D. Shibulal, address-
ing a session on ‘Technology 
Disruption and Inclusion’ at 
the two-day Global Digital 
Summit - #FUTURE that 
ended here on Friday, said 
he would re-imagine Kerala 
as a cashless society running 
on completely sustainable 
energy with zero discharge 
waste in the coming years.

“These aspirations are 
capable enough to create 
more innovations which will 
create more opportunities, 
talents and capabilities. In 
years ahead, there should 
be electric cars running on 
Kerala’s roads.”

Former Reserve Bank of 
India Governor Raghuram 
Rajan said the country has to 
embrace technology and be-
come a leader in the digital 
transformation taking place 
around the globe without 
being bogged down by un-
founded fears of job losses, 
incomes or machines re-
placing humans.

“One of the big lacunae 
in this country is risk financ-
ing and so our start-ups 

go elsewhere because they 
need risk financing which is 
not available in this country.

“We have to make sure 
Indian capital is available 
because often it is closest to 
the ground and understands 
the financing better. We have 
to make sure that the com-
panies of our future are in-
corporated in India, get In-
dian financing and expand 
significantly. We cannot miss 
out on the AI and Robotics 
revolution,” said Rajan.

Harish Krishnan, MD, 
Public Affairs & Strategic En-
gagements - Cisco Systems, 
said: “Kerala is equipped 
with a congregation of smart 
villages that we should be 
able to build on the vast 
knowledge resources we 
possess.”

Citing the case of Esto-
nia, which has become a 
completely digitalised coun-
try, Dinu John Parel, Global 
CIO - Dover Corporations, 
said he looks forward to a 
day when the world would 
think about Kerala as the 
most digitally advanced 
state in India.

“Estonia could achieve it 
for they had a common pur-
pose. Besides, they were will-
ing to take risks. And to make 
it work, all the constituents, 
which include enterprises, 
corporates and citizens, 
should work together to-
wards this cause,” he added.

Bengaluru, March 23 
(IANS): State-run Bharat 
Heavy Electricals Ltd 
( B H E L )  w o u l d  m a k e 
space grade lithium-
ion (Li-Ion) cells for the 
Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) un-
der technology transfer, 
the space agency said on 
Friday.

“ We have entered 
into a technology trans-
f e r  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h 
BHEL to make space 
grade Li-Ion cells,” it 
said in a statement here.

The agreement was 
signed on Thursday in 
the presence of ISRO 
Chairman K. Sivan and 

B H E L  Ma n a g i n g  Di -
rector Atul Sobti at the 
space agency headquar-
ters here.

“The Li-Ion batter-
ies are used as power 
sources for our satellite 
and launch vehicle ap-
plications due to their 
high energy density, re-
liability and long cycle 
life,” noted the state-
ment.

The ISRO’s Vikram 
Sarabhai Space Centre 
at Thiruvananthapuram 
in Kerala has developed 
the technology to pro-
duce space grade Li-
Ion cells, demonstrated 
its performance under 

testing conditions and 
established its cycle life 
characteristics in accel-
erated mode.

The cells are being 
used for various satel-
lite and launch vehicle 
applications.

T h e  t e c h n o l o g y 
t ra n s f e r  w i l l  e n a b l e 
BHEL to produce space 
grade Li-Ion cel ls  to 
meet the country’s space 
programme require-
ments.

“ T h e  t e c h n o l o g y 
can also be adopted to 
cater to the Li-Ion cell 
requirement for other 
national  needs,”  the 
statement added.

M u m b a i ,  M a r c h  2 3 
(IANS): With the increas-
ing penetration of smart-
phones, data becoming af-
fordable and ever-growing 
availability of content, 80 
per cent of internet users 
across all age-groups in 
the country are accessing 
YouTube, Google India 
said on Friday.

The Google-owned 
company highlighted how 
YouTube is associated with 
India’s internet growth 
story at “Brandcast 2018” 
event as it celebrated its 
10th anniversary in the 
country since its launch 
in 2008.

“For brands, YouTube 
is now an end-to-end plat-
form and as per the De-
cember 2017 ‘ComScore 
Video Metrix Multi-Plat-
form’ it reaches 85 per cent 
of all highly engaged inter-
net users, in the 18 years 
and above age-group,” 

Rajan Anandan, Vice-Pres-
ident, South East Asia and 
India, Google, said in a 
statement.

Touching 225 million 
monthly active users on 
mobile alone, India is one 
of the fastest-growing 
countries for the video 
platform, the company 
said.

“We now have more 
than 300 channels with 
over a million subscrib-
ers, from just 16 channels 
in 2014. We will continue 
to invest in programmes 
to support creators, and 
encourage more diversity 
and distribution of their 
content,” said Robert Kyn-
cl, Chief Business Officer, 
YouTube.

The total number of 
online video consumers 
is expected to reach 500 
million by 2020, the com-
pany said citing a report by 
FICCI-EY.

Washington, March 24 
(IANS): The US imposed 
sanctions on Friday on 
10 Iranians and an Ira-
nian organization, all re-
lated to the Islamic Revo-
lutionary Guard Corps 
(IRGC) of that country, 
for the massive theft 
of valuable data from 
hundreds of universi-
ties, private firms and 
government agencies 
worldwide.

Through the Trea-
sury Department and 
the Justice Department, 
the US government es-
tablished penalties on 
Friday on the suspected 
perpetrators of the cyber 
attack, through which 
31.5 terabytes of sensi-
tive data were appropri-
ated from universities, 
US and United Nations 
agencies, as well as from 
private companies.

According to US au-
thorities, the sanctions 
consist of freezing all the 
suspects’ assets under 
US jurisdiction and ban-
ning them from doing 
business with Ameri-
cans, Efe reported.

“The Department of 
Justice will aggressively 
investigate and pros-
ecute hostile actors who 
attempt to profit from 
America’s ideas by in-
filtrating our computer 
systems and stealing in-
tellectual property. 

This case is impor-
tant because it will dis-
rupt the defendants’ 
hacking operations and 
deter similar crimes,” 
said Deputy Attorney 
General Rod Rosenstein.

T h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n 
to be sanctioned is the 
Mabna Institute, which 
was supposedly subcon-
tracted by the IRGC to 
carry out these cyber in-
trusions, and committed 
the data theft for private 

profit.
The inst i tute  was 

founded in 2013 to aid 
Iranian universities and 
research companies ob-
tain foreign scientific 
information and intel-
lectual property, accord-
ing to the US Treasury 
Department.

Among the individ-
uals sanctioned were 
nine Iran-based “lead-
ers, contractors, associ-
ates, hackers-for-hire or 
affiliates of the Mabna 
Institute” who engaged 
in “malicious cyber-en-
abled activities related 
to the significant misap-
propriation of economic 
resources or personal 
identifiers for private 
financial gain”, the Trea-
sury said.

The tenth affected 
was an Iranian who il-
legally hacked a US me-
dia and entertainment 
company, from which he 
tried to extort $6 million.

With regard to the 
academic and research 
institutions from which 
data were stolen, the 
United States said that 
14 universities on its ter-
ritory and another 176 
overseas had been the 
hackers’ cyber victims.

The massive theft 
struck organizations in 
21 countries besides the 
United States, including 
Australia, Germany, Ire-
land, Italy, South Korea, 
Spain and Turkey.

“Today, in one of the 
largest state-sponsored 
hacking campaigns ever 
prosecuted by the De-
partment of Justice, we 
have unmasked crimi-
n a l s  w h o  n o r m a l l y 
hide behind the ones 
and zeros of computer 
code,” said Geoffrey Ber-
man, US attorney for 
the Southern District of 
New York.

New York, March 23 
(IANS): Ruling out the 
possibility of the extra-
terrestrial origin of a mys-
terious six-inch skeleton 
discovered in Chile, sci-
entists have found that 
it was of a female, likely 
a foetus, who had a rare, 
bone-ageing disorder.

D i s c ov e r e d  m o r e 
than a decade ago in 
an abandoned town in 
the Atacama Desert, the 
mummified specimen, 
nicknamed Ata, started 
to garner public attention 
after it found a permanent 
home in Spain. 

Standing just six inch-
es tall with an angular, 
elongated skull and sunk-
en, slanted eye sockets, 
the Internet began to bub-
ble with other-worldly 
hullabaloo and talk of ET.

B u t  t h e  a n a l y s i s 
by Stanford University 
School of Medicine scien-
tists suggests that Ata was 
without doubt a human.

This was the skeleton 
of a human female that 
had suffered severe genet-
ic mutations, according to 
the study published in the 
journal published in the 
Genome Research.

Ata, though most like-
ly a foetus, had the bone 
composition of a six-year-
old, an indication that she 
had a rare, bone-ageing 
disorder, the study found. 

To understand the ge-
netic drivers at play, the 
researchers extracted a 
small DNA sample from 
Ata’s ribs and sequenced 
the entire genome. 

The skeleton is ap-
proximately 40 years old, 
so its DNA is modern and 
still relatively intact. 

Moreover, data col-
lected from whole-ge-
nome sequencing showed 
that Ata’s molecular com-
position aligned with that 
of a human genome. 

While a small percent-
age of the DNA was un-

keeps the government 
running through the end 
of fiscal year 2018 -- Sep-
tember 30  — after mul-
tiple stopgap budgets in 
recent months.

The budget provides 
$350 million for construc-

tion of a second SLS mo-
bile launch platform, a 
project which, NASA be-
lieves, could shorten the 
gap between the first and 
second Space Launch Sys-
tem flights.

Funding for a second 

SLS launch platform was 
not included in the White 
House’s fiscal year 2019 
budget proposal.

Ro b e r t  L i g h t f o o t , 
NASA’s outgoing acting 
administrator set to retire 
at the end of April, told a 
House subcommittee on 
March 7 that there was 
insufficient money in the 
agency’s budget to build 
a second SLS platform 
without delaying or can-
celing other projects.

While responding to 
a question during the 
hearing, Lightfoot said 
that a second SLS mobile 
launch platform would be 
better for the program in 
an “ideal world.”

“I could fly humans 
quicker, probably in the 
2022 timeframe,” with a 
second mobile launch 
platform, Lightfoot said.

Chennai, March 23 
(IANS): In the field of 
space technology, In-
dia will close this fiscal 
with the launch of the 
GSAT-6A, a high power 
S-band communica-
tion satellite, on March 
29, the Indian Space 
Research Organisation 
(ISRO) said on Friday.

According to the 
space agency, the sat-
ellite with a life span 
of around 10 years will 
be put into orbit by the 
Indian rocket, Geo-
synchronous Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (GSLV-
F08).

The rocket is ex-
pected to blast off from 
the second launch 
pad at the Sriharikota 
rocket port in Andhra 
Pradesh at 4.56 p.m., on 
March 29.

The ISRO said that 
the GSAT-6A was simi-
lar to the GSAT-6. 

The satellite will 

Mumbai, March 25 (PTI): Tech-
nology led-disruptions in the 
country will bring in remote and 
flexible work opportunities, creat-
ing new employment avenues for 
women in the future, according 
to a report.

However, women are also 
likely to be impacted by the auto-
mation of routine tasks, particu-
larly in the IT sector, according to 
a white paper on the future of 
jobs and skilling in India by Quest 
Alliance, in partnership with Tan-
dem Research and supported by 
Microsoft Philanthropies.

The white paper has been gen-
erated by ‘patching-up’ insights 
from the limited data and research 
available on the subject and in 
consultation with key informants 
within industry, policy making 

and education.
In India, 59 per cent of the 

labour force comprised women 
having low-skill back office pro-
cessing jobs delivering back office 
support, call centre work and data 
transcription services, among 
others, it added.

It revealed that women also 
face cultural barriers to using 
and acquiring new technological 
and learning tools, and are thus 
often assigned to tasks involving 
unskilled labour, many of which 
have high automation potential.

It further said that within ser-
vices, sub-sectors like hospitality 
and retail are likely to experience 
dramatic transformations as a 
result of automation, digitalisa-
tion and the growing use of data 
analytics.

Education, healthcare, tour-
ism, transport and storage en-
terprises have significant growth 
potential, creating 3-3.5 million 
jobs a year, compared to the 0.5-1 
million jobs they currently create, 
it added.

Construction will remain a 
significant job creator as the gov-
ernment continues to develop 
national infrastructure, it said.

Travel and tourism is also ex-
pected to become a high-growth 
industry by 2025, it added.

The report found that even as 
government-led skilling initiatives 
are mostly sector specific, they are 
not broad-based enough to ad-
equately prepare young aspirants 
for technology led-disruptions in 
the future.

“Government-led skilling 

initiatives are predominantly 
oriented towards sector specific 
technical or vocational training. 
While these skills are impor-
tant, they are not broad-based 
enough to adequately prepare 
for the technology led-disrup-
tions to the future of work,” it 
added.

Young people entering the 
digital economy over the next 5 to 
10 years will need to equip them-
selves for a rapidly changing and 
uncertain future of work that will 
both hold new opportunities and 
challenges.

However, it added that despite 
high automation potential across 
most sectors, the cost of advanced 
manufacturing technologies com-
pared to the cost of labour is likely 
to make India a slow adopter.

Source: Wikipedia

matchable with human 
DNA, that was due to a 
degraded sample, not ex-
traterrestrial biology, said 
one of the researcehrs 
Garry Nolan, Professor at 
Stanford.

The genomic results 
confirmed Ata’s Chilean 
descent and turned up a 
slew of mutations in seven 
genes that separately or in 
combinations contribute 
to various bone defor-
mities, facial malforma-
tions or skeletal dysplasia, 
more commonly known 
as dwarfism. 

Some of these muta-
tions, though found in 
genes already known to 
cause disease, had never 
before been associated 
with bone growth or de-
velopmental disorders.

Knowing these new 
m u t a t i o n a l  v a r i a n t s 
could be useful, Nolan 
said, because they add to 
the repository of known 
mutations to look for in 
humans with these kinds 
of bone or physical dis-
orders.

“For me, what really 
came of this study was 
the idea that we shouldn’t 
stop investigating when 
we find one gene that 
might explain a symp-
tom. It could be multiple 
things going wrong, and 
it’s worth getting a full 
explanation, especially 
as we head closer and 
closer to gene therapy,” 
said study co-author Atul 
Butte of the University of 
California-San Francisco.

provide a platform for 
developing technolo-
gies such as demon-
stration of 6m S-Band 
Unfurlable Antenna, 
handheld ground ter-
minals and network 
management  tech-
niques. These are use-
ful in satellite-based 
mobile communica-
tion applications.

I S RO  C h a i r m a n 
K.Sivan had earlier told 
IANS that the GSAT-6A 
would be followed by 
the launch of naviga-
tion satellite which will 
be in the next fiscal.

In the union bud-
get for 2018-19, the 
Department of Space 
has been tasked with 
three earth observa-
tion space-crafts ready 
for launch; four Polar 
Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(PSLV) flights; one each 
of Geosynchronous 
Satellite Launch Vehicle 
MkII and Mk III.



Steve Smith

German Formula One driver Sebastian Vettel of Ferrari celebrates winning the 2018 Formula One Grand 
Prix of Australia at the Albert Park circuit in Melbourne on Sun. March 25.
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SD Jain HSS, champions of the Dimapur District Inter School U-16 tournament with the organisers at the NCA Stadium in Sovima on Sun. 
March 25.

Students and event officials of School of Engineering and Technology during the closing ceremony on Sat. March 24.

Vettel wins F1 season's 
first Grand Prix in Australia

Smith steps down, punished by 
ICC over ball tampering issue

Silver Cup T20 cricket tourney to begin today

Miami spectators threatened 
my family, Wozniacki claims

Messi joins Argentina group training ahead of Spain friendly

SD Jain HSS are champions of Dimapur Inter School Cricket tourney

School of Engineering and Technology, NU sports meet culminates

Melbourne, March 25 
(IANS): Ferrari's Sebastian 
Vettel took advantage of a 
virtual safety car to steal 
the lead from Mercedes' 
reigning world champion 
Lewis Hamilton as he won 
the Australian Grand Prix, 
the first of the Formula 
One season, on Sunday.

The German, starting 
from third behind his Fer-
rari teammate Kimi Raik-
konen and Hamilton on 
pole, took the lead when 
he pitted while the virtual 
safety car was out follow-
ing Romain Grosjean's 
retirement after a failed 
tyre change, reports Efe.

"We got a bit lucky ob-
viously with the safety 
car, but I really enjoyed 
it. I was hoping my start 
would be a bit better", 
Vettel said.

"I was praying for the 
safety car", the four-time 
world champion added.

While Hamilton's 
speed was limited due 
to the VSC, Vettel's in the 
pitlanes was not, allowing 
him to come out ahead of 
the Briton in first position.

Hamilton, suddenly 
finding himself in second 
place, was not able to get 
close enough to trouble 
Vettel, despite having the 
best overall pace.

The clean air in front 
of Vettel and the turbu-
lent air behind him kept 
Hamilton at bay, and de-
spite starting from pole 
position and not making 

Madrid, March 25 (IANS): Argen-
tina forward Lionel Messi worked 
out with his national football 
squad on Sunday, after having 
missed the first training session at 
the Real Madrid sports city in the 
Spanish capital.

The FC Barcelona superstar 
had been absent due to hamstring 
discomfort, and on Friday did not 

participate in the 2-0 victory over 
Italy and stayed at his hotel on 
Saturday, reports Efe.

Coached by Jorge Sampaoli, 
Argentina are preparing to face 
Spain in Tuesday's pre-World Cup 
friendly match at Wanda Metro-
politano stadium in Madrid.

Midfielders Leandro Paredes 
and Manuel Lanzini exercised on 

the sidelines of the group training 
due to a right shoulder and a right 
knee injury, respectively.

Argentina goalkeepers Sergio 
Romero, Willy Caballero and Na-
huel Guzman took part in their 
own specific training as well. 
Two key players for the Argentine 
squad, Manchester City star strik-
er Sergio Aguero and Paris Saint-

Germain winger Angel Di Maria, 
have been ruled out of Tuesday 
night's game against Spain at 
Wanda Metropolitano Stadium. 
Aguero did not play against Italy 
due to a left-knee injury he sus-
tained before the international 
break. Di Maria started the Italy 
game, but a muscle issue will keep 
him out of the upcoming friendly.

Dimapur, March 25 (EMN): The 
week long sports meet of the 
School of Engineering and Tech-
nology, NU culminated on Sat. 
March 24 at the State Stadium in 
Dimapur.
This was stated in a press note. 

There were 35 events during the 
week long sports meet.

The closing ceremony was 
attended by Dr. Tolto Metha, 
Member of NBDA as the guest of 
honour.  In his speech, the guest of 
honour expressed that engineers 

are nation builders and second 
to none. He further stated that 
sports helps in developing mus-
culoskeletal system, team spirit, 
social bonding, critical thinking 
and time management.

He also suggested to conduct 

cultural events all throughout 
the year apart from Techaura and 
sports meet.

The medals and certificates 
were awarded by Dr. Tolto Metha 
along with Ramesh Singh, in-
charge of games and sports.

K o h i m a ,  M a r c h  2 5 
(EMN): S.D.Jain Higher 
Secondary School defeat-
ed G.Mhaisu School by 
149 runs in the finals to 
emerge as the champions 
of the Dimapur District 
Inter School U-16 tour-
nament held at the NCA, 
Stadium, Sovima on Sun. 
March 25. 12 schools from 
Dimapur district partici-
pated in the tournament.

In the final match, SD 
Jain HSS electing to bat 
first set a mammoth tar-
get of 211 (all out) in 30.5 
overs. Sujal rode on a cen-
tury with 124 runs while 
Sumit Paul and Jeeten-
dar contributed 16 and 12 
runs. Kavito and Ranjan 
took two wickets each for 
G.Mhaisu School.

In reply, G.Mhiasiu 
School fell short of the 
target by 149 runs as they 
were bowled out for 62 
runs in 15 overs. Mastufa 
contributed the highest 

Cape town, March 25 
(IANS): Steven Smith 
stepped down as Australia 
captain for the remainder 
of the ongoing third Test 
against South Africa and 
was penalised by the ICC 
on Sunday in the wake of 
the ball-tampering con-
troversy.

Smith's deputy Da-
vid Warner also stepped 
down as vice-captain. 
Wicketkeeper Tim Paine 
acted as captain at New-
lands, with both Smith 
and Warner taking the 
field on Sunday.

The decision comes 
on the back of the ongo-
ing ball-tampering con-
troversy, with Australia's 
Cameron Bancroft caught 
on cameras using what 
is believed to be a tape 
before attempting to hide 
the object down the front 
of his pants moments be-
fore the umpires seem-
ingly inquired about the 
contents of his pockets on 
the third day of the Cape 
Town Test on Saturday.

Television footage lat-
er showed Bancroft rub-
bing the ball and then 
seemingly putting an ob-
ject back in his pocket.

As soon as the incident 
was shown on the giant 
screen, the player was 
questioned in the pres-
ence of his captain Steve 
Smith by the two on-field 
umpires Richard Illing-
worth and Nigel Llong.

The on-field officials 
along with third umpire 
Ian Gould and fourth um-
pire Allahudien Palekar 
later charged Bancroft.

The umpires inspect-
ed the ball at that time 
and elected not to replace 
the ball and award a five-
run penalty as they could 
not see any marks on the 
ball that suggested that 
its condition had been 
changed as a direct result 
of Bancroft's actions.

Smith and Bancroft 
admitted to the offence 
after play on the day, and 
Bancroft was charged by 
the International Cricket 
Council (ICC) for altering 
the condition of the ball. 

A contrite Smith and 
Bancroft later addressed 
a press conference, ad-
mitting to ball-tampering 
and apologised for their 
actions.

"Following discus-
sions with Steve Smith 

any major errors, the Mer-
cedes man was forced to 
settle for second behind 
the German's Ferrari.

"Today they just did 
a better job", Hamilton 
said. "This is one awesome 
circuit, but it's so hard to 
overtake. At the end we 
were just trying to live to 
fight another day."

The result will be good 
news for fans hoping for a 
more unpredictable sea-
son and a challenge to 
the dominance shown 
by Mercedes over recent 
years.

The German team has 
won the last four world 
championships, with Lew-

is Hamilton winning three 
of them.

An uneventful start 
had meant the top three 
drivers maintained their 
starting positions, and 
Hamilton held off an early 
challenge from Raikkonen 
in second place, before he 
began to open up a gap.

Haas'  Magnussen 
overtook Verstappen 
on turn one in the only 
change to the top of the 
leaderboard.

The top three began 
to open up a gap ahead 
of Magnussen, whom 
Verstappen could not get 
past.

The Dutchman let his 

frustration get the better 
of him when he spun at 
turn 1, dropping three 
places as his teammate 
Ricciardo, Grosjean in 
the other Haas and Nico 
Hulkenberg overtook him.

With no crashes at the 
start and overtaking diffi-
cult at Albert Park, the race 
quickly became about pit 
strategy.

Raikkonen pitted on 
lap 18, with Hamilton fol-
lowing a lap later, allowing 
Vettel into first place, who 
tried to extract as much 
as he could from the tyres 
he started with and open 
up a gap on Hamilton in 
second before his crucial 

pit stop.
Magnussen's race was 

over after a tyre change 
went wrong on lap 23, a 
hugely disappointing end 
after such a promising 
start from the Dane.

Haas' day soon got 
worse as Grosjean crashed 
out after another failed 
tyre change.

The virtual safety car 
came out and Vettel pit-
ted, taking advantage of 
the temporarily limited 
race speed to come out 
ahead of Hamilton and 
retain the lead, which he 
would not relinquish.

Despite a late push 
against Kimi Raikkonen's 
Ferrari from Daniel Ric-
ciardo, the Red Bull man 
was unable to give the 
home fans a first ever 
podium finish from an 
Australian driver.

Fe r n a n d o  A l o n s o 
produced an excellent 
result in his McLaren, 
raising hopes that the 
team might be about to 
enter a more fruitful and 
successful era after their 
recent troubles.

The Spanish two-time 
world champion surged 
from 11th to finish in 5th, 
ahead of Max Verstap-
pen's Red Bull in sixth.

While Ferrari, and 
Vettel in particular, can 
count themselves lucky, 
they showed enough 
pace to suggest they will 
push Mercedes all the 
way this year.

Kohima, March 25 (EMN): The 9th edi-
tion of Silver Cup T20 Cricket Tourna-
ment organised by the Youth Department 
of Nepali Baptist Church Kohima will 
begin at the Jakhama local ground, on 
Mon. March 26 under the theme “Peace 
and unity through cricket”.

Atha C Angami, president of Kohima 
District Cricket Association, will grace the 
inaugural function as the chief guest from 
9:30 am onwards.

16 teams will be competing in the 
9th edition namely defending champion 

Whiskers Cricket Club, Komates CC, Esa 
Warriors, Bokajan CC, Kats XI, Valour 
CC, Silver Whites, Shillong Marvericks, 
Diphu XI, Royal Tournaquets, Kingz CC, 
Midland Brotherhood, Kohima Hornbills, 
NBC, Kohima.

The tournament will be played on 
knock out basis starting on March 26 and 
go on till April 4, 2018.

Meanwhile, the inaugural match of 
the tournament will be played between 
defending champion Whiskers Cricket 
Club, Dimapur and Silver Backs.

Miami, March 25 (IANS): 
Danish woman tennis 
player Caroline Wozniacki 
has denounced "threats" 
by spectators during the 
second round match of 
the Premier Mandatory 
of Miami against Puerto 
Rican Mónica Puig.

"People in the pub-
lic threatened my family, 
they wanted my father 
and mother dead, and 
they told me things I do 
not want to repeat," the 
world's number two said 
on her Twitter account on 
Saturday about the inci-
dents on Friday.

Wozniacki, who lost to 
Puig (0-6, 6-4, 6-4) in an 
intense game in which the 
public took the side of the 
Puerto Rican, asked the 
tournament organisers 
to take measures because 
this behaviour is a "hor-

22 runs for the team. Sa-
lim and Ajay claimed four 
wickets each for SD Jain 
team.

The player of the tour-
nament was adjudged to 
Sujal Prasad of SD Jain 
HSS for scoring a total of 
210 runs and also taking 
eight wickets in the tour-
nament.

Meanwhile Dimapur 
District Cricket Asso-
ciation (DDCA) also in-
formed interested higher 
secondary schools, col-
leges and clubs for regis-
tration within March 29 for 
the Dimapur District U-19 
tournament and contact 
Toni Chishi at 9774642205.

The association in-

formed that a player 
should be born on or after 
1. 9 .1999 and should be 
above sixteen years of age.

Copy of birth certif-
icate, adhaar card and 
matric admit card are to 
be enclosed with the reg-
istration forms, it was in-
formed.

The Dimapur District 

U-19 tournament will be 
conducted by the first 
week of April and will be 
played with red cricket 
balls and white uniform.

Final in Kohima (U-
16 inter school cricket 
tourney)

Monday: Chandmari 
HSS vs Govt HS Chand-
mari at 11am

and David Warner they 
have agreed to stand 
down as captain and vice-
captain respectively for 
the remainder of this Test 
match," Cricket Australia 
CEO James Sutherland 
said.

"This Test match needs 
to proceed, and in the in-
terim we will continue 
to investigate this matter 
with the urgency that it 
demands.

"As I said earlier to-
day, Cricket Australia and 
Australian cricket fans 
expect certain standards 
of conduct from cricketers 
representing our country, 
and on this occasion these 
standards have not been 
met," he added.

On Sunday, the ICC 
slapped Smith with a one-
match suspension and 
fined his entire match fee.

"ICC chief executive 
David Richardson laid 
the charge against Smith 
under to Article 2.2.1 of 
the ICC Code of Conduct 
for players and player sup-
port personnel which pro-
hibits 'all types of conduct 
of a serious nature that is 
contrary to the spirit of 
the game'. 

"Smith accepted the 

charge and the proposed 
sanction of two suspen-
sion points which equates 
to a ban for the next Test 
match and which will see 
four demerit points added 
to his record," the ICC said 
in a statement.

Additionally, Bancroft 
has been fined 75 percent 
of his match fee and hand-
ed three demerit points for 
breaching Level 2 of the 
ICC code of conduct.

L a t e r  o n  Su n d a y, 
Smith's Indian Premier 
League (IPL) franchise 
Rajasthan Royals said they 
will wait for instructions 
from the Board of Control 
for Cricket in India (BCCI) 
before taking any action.

"We have been made 
aware of the controversy 
of ball tampering in the 
ongoing Australia-South 
Africa series and await 
further instructions from 
BCCI, before we make 
any announcement. We at 
Rajasthan Royals will not 
tolerate any actions that 
are unfair by definition 
and bring disrepute to the 
game of cricket. Our Zero 
tolerance policy applies 
to everyone in our team. 
Please bear with us," the 
Royals said in a statement.

rible example" for tennis 
players and supporters, 
reports Efe.

Among the facts de-
nounced by Wozniacki are 
also alleged profanities 
uttered to the niece and 
nephew - both 10 years 
old - of her fiancé.

Given this behaviour, 
said the Dane, the organ-
isers of the tournament 
not only did "nothing to 
prevent it but allowed it to 
happen".

After hearing the com-

plaint of the player, the 
director of the tourna-
ment, James Blake, said 
in a statement that "the 
safety of the players is 
their first priority" and 
that, although the event 
had a "passionate" audi-
ence, neither the staff of 
the tournament nor any of 
the WTA "were witnesses, 
nor informed, of any type 
of threats".

"If we had been in-
formed, the situation 
would have been ad-
dressed immediately," 
said Blake, who highlight-
ed his commitment to 
offering a "safe and fair 
environment" during the 
tournament.

Wozniacki wished that 
Puig, whom she described 
as a friend and a great op-
ponent on Friday, has the 
best possible tournament.


