
(From left to right) Prof. Ramesh C Gupta, pro vice-chancellor of NU; Dr. Temsula Ao; Madhav Kaushik, vice-president of Sahitya Akademi 
and Prof. D Kuolie seen at the All India Writers’ Meet at Kohima on March 24.
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Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 24 (EMN): 
Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio today said that Nagas 
were living in two separate 
countries- India and My-
anmar- thus, two political 
settlements were needed, 
one in each country.

In his concluding re-
marks to the discussion 
on the motion of thanks 
to the governors’ address 
which was delivered in the 
assembly on March 22, Rio 
while appreciating oppo-
sition leader TR Zeliang for 
having written two letters 
to the NSCN (K) leader-
ship to return to ceasefire 
with the government of 
india, reminded that Na-
gas were unfortunately 
divided in two countries. 
He stated that the govern-
ment of India has inher-
ited this division of the 
Nagas: a group Nagas are 
in Myanmar, and a bigger 
group in India spread over 
four states, with Nagaland 
as the centre, Manipur 
having a big block and 
smaller groups in Assam 
and Arunachal Pradesh. 

This, he said, was what 
makes the peace process, 
the negotiation for the 
Indo-Naga political issue, 
very complex. Rio opined 
that one agreement on 
one side could not settle 
the issue in two countries. 
With the Nagas being rec-
ognised in Myanmar, he 
felt that the Nagas should 
draw a ceasefire with the 
Myanmar government 
and negotiate a settle-
ment. “We cannot call Na-
gas in Myanmar to have 
a settlement in India,” he 
pointed out while also 
expressing the need for the 
people belonging to NSCN 
(K) who are on the Indian 
side should draw ceasefire 
and join the dialogue. 

Rio asserted that the 
legislators will continue to 
play as active facilitators 
and emphasised the need 
for members from both 
treasury and opposition 
benches to join hands and 
pursue this goal together.

Meanwhile, replying to 
criticism from the opposi-
tion bench regarding the 
NDPP and BJP relation-
ship, the chief minister ex-
plained that the NDPP and 
BJP agreed on a seat-shar-
ing so that there was no 
clash or misunderstand-
ing and it had helped and 
ensured understanding 
among the two parties. 
“This sent out the right sig-
nal to the people and the 
response was overwhelm-
ing, unlike others who 
did not find any alliance 
partners,” he said.

We carried out a joint 
campaign and fought as a 
team and that was why the 
PDA was strong and stable 
without semblance of trust 
deficit, Rio said. 

The chief minister also 
promptly dismissed ques-
tions posed by the opposi-
tion members concerning 
party equation in the cabi-
net as well as allocation of 
portfolios by asserting that 
those were issues within 
the coalition family and 
others (NPF) should not be 
too worried about them. 
“It may give them sleepless 
nights but it is our busi-
ness so, leave us alone, we 
have no problems and we 
are functioning smoothly,” 
he added.

O n  t h e  q u e s t i o n s 
raised by NPF regarding 
the NPP and JD (U) joining 
the PDA, Rio said it was 
natural for them to join 
the PDA as the two parties 
were also alliance partners 
in the National Democrat-
ic Alliance in New Delhi. 
“They have strengthened 
us and we welcomed them 
with open arms,” he said.

On criticism of the gov-
ernor’s statement wherein 
he said, “My government 
has come back to pow-
er...,” the chief minister 
said this could be inter-
preted in any way. He stat-
ed that in 2003, 2008 and 
2013 the NPF went to the 
people under his leader-
ship as the chief ministe-
rial candidate, therefore, 
the governor may be more 

convinced that his gov-
ernment has come back. 
He expressed gratitude to 
the people and the parties 
who stood by him to come 
back for the fourth time.

On the settlement of 
the Indo-Naga political 
issue, he said the House 
had been urging the ne-
gotiating parties to expe-
dite the process and the 
PDA’s stand remains the 
same. He asserted that 
the members would make 
any contribution possible 
to bring a solution that 
upholds the Naga history 
and political rights in an 
honourable manner and 
one that is acceptable to 
the Naga people.

On the governor’s ‘so-
called’ statement that 
settlement would come 
within six month’s time, 
Rio said he had also read 
about it in the newspapers 
but he had no confirma-
tion of the statement. He 
stated that it was not in 
the knowledge of his new 
government. 

“Maybe he (Acharya) 
was very keen and wants 
solution early, or for what 
reason he made that state-
ment, it was not person-
ally communicated to us,” 
he said. He also reminded 
that it was the collective 
responsibility of all the 
members of the house to 
give their best efforts to 
bring an early solution.

Regarding the criti-
cal opinions about the 
swearing in ceremony 
of his ministry in a pub-
lic ground, Rio asserted 
that the day – March 8, 
2018 – will remain in the 
history of the state as for 
the first time, four chief 
ministers of neighbour-
ing states, Union Defence 
minister and Union Min-
ister of State for Home 
Affairs attended the event. 
The manner in which the 
swearing-in took place 
reflected the mood of the 
people and the swarm of 
the masses was absolutely 
spontaneous, he said.

More on Page 5

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 24 (EMN): The 
department of Women Resource 
Development Nagaland is stated 
to be implementing different 
categories of interest-free loan 
programmes for women entre-
preneurs in the state. 

The programmes are Pro-
motion of Women in Innovative 
Enterprises (PWIEP), Women 
Entrepreneurial Development 
Initiatives (WEDI) and Micro En-
terprise Development Schemes 
(MEDS). According to the latest 
annual administrative report 

of the department which was 
tabled in the assembly, all three 
categories of the loan schemes 
are interest-free and revolving in 
nature. 

The report stated that PWIEP 
targets upcoming innovative 
women entrepreneurs who want 
to start new enterprise, or is in 
need of fund to expand and de-
velop their existing enterprises.

It revealed that an amount 
ranging from INR 2.50 lakh to 
INR.5 lakh is provided to each se-
lected entrepreneurs. 74 women 
were stated to have been covered 

by the programme so far. 
The WEDI programme is said 

to target women entrepreneurs 
from the rural areas, where an 
amount of INR 1 lakh per benefi-
ciary was provided after a selec-
tion process conducted by the 
District Women Development 
Programme Monitoring Commit-
tee. The committee is headed by 
the Deputy Commissioner with 
representatives of partnering 
NGOs as members.

The MEDS programme tar-
gets destitute women with the 
objective to enable them start a 

micro-enterprise, such as a small 
shop, door-to door sales, ven-
dorship etc. An amount ranging 
from INR 10,000 to INR 20,000 
is stated to be provided to each 
beneficiary.

The department also provide 
financial assistance to desti-
tute women who are widowed, 
unmarried, or abandoned. An 
amount of INR 2400 is provided 
to each beneficiary at INR 200 per 
month. Currently, it was reported 
that 3749 destitute women were 
being provided financial assist-
ance in Nagaland. 

Kohima Bureau 
Kohima, March 24 (EMN): First-time MLA 
and newly inducted minister in the Peo-
ples Democratic Alliance (PDA) govern-
ment, Temjen Imna Along of the BJP today 
evoked protests from the opposition bench 
when he said he wanted to congratulate M 
Piyongtemjen Jamir in Hindi for being con-
ferred the Padma Shri (also Padma Shree) 
award in literature and education. 

The minister said Jamir was a Hindi 
scholar and teacher in Nagaland who has 
taught over 4000 students and about a thou-
sand of them were Hindi teachers today, and 
felt it appropriate to congratulate the Padma 
Shri in Hindi. Along was just uttering his 
greetings when opposition MLA Chotisuh 
Sazo, a former speaker of the assembly, pro-
tested by citing Rule No. 28 of the rules of 
procedure and conduct of business in Naga-
land Legislative Assembly which states that 
business of the assembly shall be transacted 
in English or in Nagamese.

Nevertheless the minister, stating that he 
would take only one minute, conveyed the 
greetings in Hindi and quickly switched over 
to English and participated in the motion of 
thanks to the governor’s address.

He defended the PDA government’s new 
programmes prioritising road repairs and 
construction. Along also drew attention to 
prioritising law and order in the state while 
reminding that former chief minister TR 
Zeliang was once forced to ‘resign on law and 
order issue.’       

Opposition NPF MLA Vikheho Swu called 
the governor’s address ‘misleading’ and said 
he was not satisfied on several accounts.’ He 
questioned the governor why he had used 
the term Naga political issue instead of Indo-
Naga political issue.

"Where do you get the room to say it is 
Naga political issue? Is it just Naga political 
issue and not Indo-Naga political issue?” he 
asked.  

More on Page 5

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 24 (EMN): 
Leader of opposition TR Ze-
liang has criticised the People’s 
Democratic Alliance (PDA) gov-
ernment as ‘visionless’ with no 
proper roadmap.

Participating in the debate 
of motion of thanks to the gov-
ernor’s address, Zeliang said the 
PDA has not come up with any 
concrete new policies, except for 
adoption of policies of the previ-
ous government.

“The PDA government 
has no common minimum 
programme. Their policies are 
follow-ups of what the DAN 
government has worked for,” 
Zeliang said adding that the 
governor’s address was “rather 
a complimentary note of the 
previous government.”

He also claimed that the 
Nationalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party (NDPP) seems to 
have lesser authority than BJP 
though it has more MLAs in the 
alliance. “Is this a NDPP-led PDA 
government or a BJP-led PDA 
government? Going by what it is 
now, it is better for the NDPP to 
merge with BJP rather than be-
ing under duress,” Zeliang said. 

On Naga political issue, Ze-
liang questioned the sincerity 
and commitment of the PDA 
stating that he does not find any 
positive approach on their part. 

“Is the government of the 
day ready to step down or pave 
way if at all a solution has to 
arrive?” Zeliang said while he 
also questioned the intention 
of the government to come up 
with another “Centre for Peace” 

when there is already one at 
Chedema. Zeliang claimed that 
his government brought the six 
Naga National Political Groups 
(NNPGs) together. On behalf of 
the opposition bench, Zeliang 
also assured to render full sup-
port to the government in its 
effort to bring an amicable solu-
tion. “In time, we will see if the 
PDA government can walk the 
talk,” Zeliang said. 

He also said that the swear-
ing-in ceremony on March 8 
was rather like a felicitation 
programme. Zeliang said that 
the idea to accommodate other 
activities other than oath taking 
of the council of ministers was 
not in accordance with the trend 
practised by other states across 
the country.

More on Page 5

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 24 (EMN): 
While the opposition bench 
continued to express concern 
over atrocities committed on 
Christians in different parts of 
the country during the fourth 
day of the ongoing budget ses-
sion, Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) leg-
islator Toshi Wungtung today 
said the Peoples Democratic 
Alliance (PDA) government 
also condemns the atrocities 
on minorities such as Chris-
tians and Muslims across In-
dia. 

Reacting to allegations 
from opposition members on 
the stand of the PDA where BJP 
is a partner, Wungtung asserted 
that in Nagaland the NDPP and 

BJP combine was based on a 
well-defined political relation-
ship, built on mutual trust and 
on the needs and aspirations of 
the welfare of the people which 
will know no gender, colour, 
creed such as tribalism but 
shall focus on development 
through democracy. Regard-
ing atrocities, he questioned if 
they were exclusively confined 
to BJP rule. “What about the 
atrocities during the Congress 
regime and other regimes in 
New Delhi?” he asked.

“We condemn violence on 
any religious sect and minori-
ties. Whether it is the VHP, the 
RSS or the Hindu Maha Sabha 
or any other cultural extrem-
ism, this (NDPP-BJP) alliance 
has nothing to do with them 

and we can assure the House 
and the public at large that 
culture nationalism has noth-
ing to do with us...we believe 
in a secular and cultural fabric 
and the welfare of the people,” 
Wungtung stated.  He also re-
minded that Nagas have been 
since the ancient times, sur-
rounded by great philosophers 
which are known or akin and 
similar to Christianity-Hin-
duism, Taoism or the present 
communists in China, the Bud-
dhist Myanmar, Bangladesh-a 
Muslim nation but never been 
influenced by outside culture 
that easily. “We have never al-
lowed our polity to be defined. 
We have stood firm and con-
tinue to do so,” he said. 

More on Page 5

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 24 (EMN): 
The promise of literature 
in Nagaland – still to carve 
a distinct image of its own 
from fusing its rich oral 
literature with a nascent 
writing tradition – has 
attracted interest from 
India’s national acade-
my of letters, the Sahitya 
Akademi. 

The Akademi has ex-
pressed hope of helping 
Naga writers ‘unearth the 
beautiful literature inher-
ent in the traditions of 
Nagaland’ and sharing 
with the rest of the coun-
try. This was stated by K 
Sreenivasarao, the secre-
tary of Sahitya Akademi. 

To help ‘develop and 
enrich’ Naga languages 
and literature, the first ever 
All India Writers’ Meet has 
been organised jointly by 
the Akademi and Naga-
land University, Kohima. 
The two-day event got 
underway on Saturday at 
Meriema. 

With writers represent-
ing various cultural and 
literary traditions of the 
country keen to know the 
literary and cultural tra-
ditions of Nagaland, the 
organisers hope that writ-
ers and poets of Nagaland 
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can interact with writers 
from other parts of In-
dia and get to know more 
about various practices, 
techniques and nuances 
connected with literary 
traditions of other regions 
and languages.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ral session, Sreenivasarao 
said the hope was to ‘in-
spire aspiring writers in 
the state to take up litera-
ture in a serious way and 
help Sahitya Akademi in 
unearthing the beautiful 
literature inherent in the 
traditions of Nagaland’.

Describing Northeast 
as a ‘linguistic treasure 
trove’, he maintained that 

the time was ripe to ‘un-
earth all these oral tradi-
tions and gems of native 
traditions and disseminate 
them to a vast audience.’

Towards this, he said 
the Akademi was com-
mitted to preserve and 
promote literature of the 
Northeast. It has already 
established the North East 
Centre for Oral Literature 
in Imphal, he informed. 

Sreenivasarao asserted 
that there should be a con-
certed effort to preserve 
these languages and litera-
ture. “For death of a lan-
guage is not merely a loss 
of one’s tool for communi-
cation. Loss of a language 

is equal to, or even more 
than a loss of one's cul-
ture, traditions, one's root 
and history,” he said while 
reminding that literature 
is the direct expression of 
languages.   

He expressed desire 
to organise more pro-
grammes in Nagaland 
with the support of local 
writers and institutions.

Noted Naga writer, Dr. 
Temsula Ao observed that 
though Nagas have rich 
oral traditions, ‘which in 
itself is a form of literature’, 
most of it has been lost 
and what little remains is 
also on the verge of extinc-
tion as ‘Nagas do not have 

many knowledgeable sto-
ry-tellers and folk-singers 
today.’

“Our oral tradition has 
most definitely been one 
of the greatest casualties 
of 'progress' and 'devel-
opment' in our society,” 
she said. 

While asserting that 
the ‘pristine past’ cannot 
be restored to its origi-
nal status ‘nor should it 
be attempted to’, she was 
nevertheless encouraged 
that youngsters today are 
‘creating a new tradition 
where the soul of our oral 
tradition is resonating 
with new vigour’. 

Reminding that the 

literature the youngsters 
are writing is not a one-
to-one transference of old 
stories, she said they must 
be encouraged to nurture 
their talents with freshness 
of the present with the wis-
dom of the past.

She also pointed out 
that the written literature 
from Nagaland is still nas-
cent and not substantial in 
terms of quantity. Howev-
er, Ao said she was encour-
aged to see visible energy 
among younger people 
who have taken to writing 
about the realities of today 
where ‘glimpses of the past 
are incorporated in subtle 
ways to create a new kind 
of fusion.’

“In such a symbiotic 
process, recollection of 
the past, inclusion, inver-
sion and re-interpretation 
of orality into a written 
text has enabled quite a 
few writers to engage in a 
literary activity which may 
one day be acknowledged 
as the genesis of a New 
Literature from Nagaland,” 
she said.

The session was fol-
lowed by poetry reading 
in various languages; and 
a session and discussion 
on ‘Writing: Passion or 
Profession.’

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, March 24 
(EMN): A packed pas-
senger auto-rickshaw 
met with an accident at 
7th Mile in Dimapur on 
Saturday killing four per-
sons including a woman.

The accident oc-
curred when the auto-
rickshaw hit a truck 
coming from the op-
posite direction on the 
highway killing two 
passengers on the spot 
while the woman pas-
senger died at Referral 
hospital, and the driver 
at HK Hospital in Chu-
mukedima. 

Traffic officers in-
formed that the acci-
dent occurred around 
6 pm. Out of the four 
killed, one of them was 
a Naga man. Two of the 
deceased were identified 
and handed over to fam-
ily members while the 
other two have been sent 
to the district hospital 
morgue for autopsy.

The truck driver is 
said to have fled the area 
while the truck is being 
kept in police custody.



‘Antisocial unchecked 
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Students of St. Joseph’s College perform a play during their annual ‘theatre day’ that was conducted  in 
the college’s auditorium on March 20. 

Members of the Central Institute of Horticulture and of the College of Agriculture at Tripura, along with  
participants during a photo session on the day of the programme in Tripura. 

Panel lawyers, paralegal volunteers, and trainers from the Nagaland state legal services associations.

The training programme, focusing on adolescent education, seen in progress at the MITE in Kohima on March 23. 

Dimapur, March 24 (EMN): 
A community organisa-
tion has lamented that 
the authorities have left 
the antisocial unchecked 
while innocent citizens 
were being victimised. The 
Western Chakhesang Hoho 
(WCH) issued a statement 
on Saturday condemning 
the action of  security forces 
who reportedly raided the 
residence of a prominent 
citizen of Dimapur. 

 The ‘hoho’ expressed 
‘utter shock and displeas-
ure’ at what it termed the 
‘uncalled-for action’ of 
the 32nd Assam Rifles 
which allegedly raided the 
residence of former Naga 
Council leader Savi Liegise 
on Feb. 25 at the ‘behest of 
misguided elements.’ 

A note expressing con-
demnation was received 
here from the WCH on 
Saturday.

The organisation stat-
ed that the state of affairs 
in the state was ‘sorry’ in 
that one has to remind 
about ‘hard core anti-so-
cial elements’ going un-
checked while innocent 
citizens were being victim-

ised. The group has hoped 
that such incidents would 
be an eye opener toward 
bringing reforms by the 
authorities, the press re-
lease stated. The organisa-
tion has called upon the 
authorities to see that no 
such events are repeated 
in the future. 

According to the press 
release, ‘Liegise is a well 
known social worker with 
good track record and is 
also highly respected by 
the public for his service 
towards promoting social 
harmony and coexistence. 
He has extended selfless 
voluntary service towards 
eradication of anti social 
elements.’

The organisation stat-
ed, ‘It is unimaginable to 
comprehend that Assam 
Rifles have gone to such 
extend to exercising its 
authority / power under 
the pretext of safeguarding 
the integrity of the nation. 
Irreparable damage has 
been done and the good 
image of an upright leader 
has been tarnished and 
family members have been 
traumatised.’ 

D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  2 4 
(EMN): To enable the stu-
dents explore art and oth-
er theatrics, St. Joseph’s 
College, Jakhama, de-
partment of English has 
organised its 4th annual 
theatre day on March 20 
in the college auditorium. 

The progamme began 
with an invocation said 
by Hinokali, Vikishe Q 
Sumi, president of the de-
partment, delivered the 
welcome address. Five 
classes of the department 
took part in the competi-

tion of the dramas. 
Students of BA II se-

mester ‘C’ presenting 
‘The Great Gatsby,’ while 
the students of BA II se-
mester ‘D’ presenting 
‘Love of one’s neighbour,’ 
and students of BA IV se-
mester ‘F’ presenting ‘The 
untold story’ secured the 
first positions. Students 
of BA IV semester ‘E’ pre-
senting ‘Seasons with 
Zoey’ secured the second 
position, while students 
of BA VI semester ‘B’ pre-
senting ‘If I had a second 

chance’ secured the third 
position. 

The declaration of 
the results was made by 
James HK, HoD, while 
Fr. Dr. Joy Thomas gave 
away the prizes. There 
were also surprise awards 
like best actor and actress 
which went to Runshito 
Lims of IV semester ‘F’ 
and Miss Abigail Kyong of 
IV semester ‘E.’

The vote of thanks was 
proposed by Miss Kevise-
U Angami, cultural sec-
retary of the department.

Dimapur, March 24 (EMN): 
Central Institute of Hor-
ticulture (CIH), Medz-
iphema, in collaboration 
with College of Agriculture, 
Tripura, has organised a 
three-day farmers training 
programme from March 
15-17.

The training was or-
ganised on the topics “Post 
harvest loss reduction and 
value addition of potential 
horticulture crops for live-
lihood in Tripura,” “Tech-
nological advancement 
for HDP and canopy man-
agement for enhanced 

production in horticultural 
crops,” and “Advances in 
production technologies 
of horticultural crops, 
nursery management and 
propagation of horticul-
tural crops.”

As a part of the training, 
the participants were taken 
for a field exposure visit 
on canopy management, 
high density planting and 
meadow orchard at Hor-
ticulture Research Centre 
(HRC), Nagicherra. 

The resource persons 
of the trainings consisted 
of eminent scientist and 

horticulturist from the de-
partment of horticulture, 
College of Agriculture and 
ICAR, Tripura Centre.

The valedictory pro-
gramme was graced by 
Krishnadhan Das, MLA of 
3- Bamutia assembly con-
stituency, and Sudarshan 
Paul, general secretary of 
Kisan Morcha (Tripura). 

Altogether 216 farmers 
including 86 male and 130 
female participated at the 
three days farmers training. 
The participants were given 
seeds and planting materi-
als after the training.

Dimapur, March 24 (EMN): 
The  Peren District Legal Serv-
ices Authority (PDLSA) con-
ducted a training programme 
for panel lawyers and parale-
gal volunteers in Peren on 
March 24. A press release from 
the PDLSA on Saturday in-
formed about the events. 

During the event a trainer 
for the event Limathung, no 
surname mentioned,  spoke 
about the Motor Vehicles Act 
of 1988. 

According to the act, he 
said, no person shall drive a 
motor vehicle in any public 

place without a driving license 
issued by the licensing au-
thority. Offenders he said will 
attract punishment of simple 
imprisonment of up to three 
months or a fine of INR 500 or 
both, the release informed.

Also Limathung said that 
under the act, using mobile 
phones while driving will at-
tract fine of INR 100 for first of-
fence and INR 300 for the sec-
ond or subsequent offences. 

He instructed the gather-
ing  about the procedures of 
filing First Information Report, 
Right to Information; victim 

compensation schemes, and 
motor accident claims, the 
press release informed. 

Also, a resource person 
Tongpang, no surname men-
tioned, spoke about consumer 
rights, disability schemes, and 
village council act, the release 
informed. 

Akumla, no surname men-
tioned, gave orientation to the 
panel lawyers and paralegal 
volunteers about a forthcom-
ing camp to be conducted in 
collaboration with the  Labor 
department and others, the 
release added.

Dimapur, March 24 (EMN): A short-
circuit is believed to have caused of 
the major fire that affected at least 34 
households at Y Zhimo colony in Signal 
Angami area on the night of March 23. 

The fire broke out at around 7:30 
pm. Residents informed that approxi-
mately seven LPG cylinders exploded. 

Since then several organisations 
have come forward and extended help: 
the Rotary Club, Dimapur; the Red 
Cross Society; the Dimapur Bongs; the 
Bengali Samaj; the Bharat Sevashram 
Sangha; the Lhomithi church women 
department, and St. Thomas School all 
offered basic utilities to the victims.

There are several other individuals 
who offered cash to the victims. Till 
the time of filing this report, the ap-
proximate worth of damaged properties 
could not be ascertained.

D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  2 4 
(EMN): In collaboration 
with the Nagaland State 
AIDS Control  Society 
(NSACS) that the Red Rib-
bon Club of Modern Insti-
tute of Teacher Education 
(MITE) at Kohima  organ-
ised a training programme 
for teachers on the subject  
of adolescent education  in 
the college’s auditorium on 
March 23. 

Ainato Yeptho, assist-
ant director (youth affairs) 
at NSACS highlighted to 
the gathering the objec-
tives of the training, up-
dates from the organisers 
informed. Thejangunuo 
Theunuo, deputy direc-
tor (IEC) at NSACS  high-
lighted the scenario of HIV 
and AIDS in general and  of 
Kohima in particular.

Dr. Asünü Sakhrie, dis-
trict TB officer of Kohima,  
spoke about the basics of 
HIV and AIDS. Metevin-
uo Sakhrie, joint director 
(IEC), NSACS, delivered 
the concluding remarks, it 
was informed.

Dimapur, March 24 (EMN):  The Wokha bat-
talion of the Assam Rifles hosted a lecture at  
the AG School at Tseminyu town in Kohima  
on March 21.

The lecture was conducted by the school 
students of Tseminyu region, who had 
participated in National Integration Tour 
(NIT) to Delhi, Agra and Jaipur organised 
by the Assam Rifles from March 4 to 15. The 
students narrated their experience during 
the tour to cities outside the north eastern 
region. 

The narratives of the students indicated 
their widened horizon having witnessed the 
development in the country, role of Indian 
army in national building, and the magnifi-
cence of the cities like Delhi, Agra and Jaipur. 

The enthusiasm displayed by the stu-
dents, who undertook the tour, also inspired 
and motivated other students to avail the 
opportunity of visiting places. Four students 
of AG School, Tseminyu, who participated in 
the national integration tour to Delhi, Agra 
and Jaipur were also felicitated. A total of 55 
students attended the lecture.

In a related programme, Jalukie bat-
talion of the Assam Rifles has commenced 
month-long skill development training for 
youth at handicraft centre, Athibung, on 
March 19. 

The aim of the training was to enable 
the youth to start their own ventures to earn 
livelihood. Henpu, a trained handicraft 
master, is assisting the Assam Rifles in the 
noble cause. 

The one-month basic course on handi-
craft skill development programme has been 
sponsored by Jalukie battalion by providing 
raw material and technology with minimal 
expenditure of the trainees. 

GBs and Chairman of town and nearby 
villages enthusiastically attended the open-
ing ceremony and training.

People lend a hand to families affected by March 23 fire

Farmers in Mon learn the economics of facility and hard work

Assam Rifles  deliver 
‘motivational’ lecture

Additional deputy commissioner of Dimapur Sara Jamir, and other administrative officers, visited on 
March 24 the people affected by a fire which broke out at Y Zhimomi colony in Dimapur on the night 
of March 23. Reportedly thirty families were rendered homeless after the fire levelled their houses. 
It was informed that a sum of INR 5, 000 each was given to the affected as immediate relief. 

Members of the Rotary Club of Dimapur distributing blankets, bed 
sheets, mugs and buckets  to families who on March 23 were affected 
by a fire that broke out at Signal Angami in Dimapur. The charity event 
the club’s members undertook was on March 24 at Signal Angami.

During the occasion, 
the Red Ribbon Club con-
ducted an essay writing 
competition as well.

On March 24, Pearson 
Academy in collaboration 
with NECC, MITE Kohima 
branch organised  a day-
long workshop on guid-

ance and counselling at 
the ICT Lab at MITE.

The programme start-
ed with a brief introduc-
tion about the objectives 
of the workshop which 
was co-ordinated by Dr. 
Zavise, associate professor 
of SCERT, Kohima.

Pa r t i c i p a n t s  w e re 
trained on conducting dif-
ferent psychological tests 
at school level such as per-
sonality traits, interest and 
aptitude by the resource 
person Prasoon Gupta, as-
sistant manager of Pearson 
Clinical and Talent Assess-

ment, Noida (UP). 
Altogether, 21 mem-

bers from different fields 
have participated in the 
workshop. Dr. Imkong-
senla Longchar, MITE as-
sistant professor, was the 
chairperson of the work-
shop. 

Chakhesang org. flays Assam Rifles

Dimapur, March 24 (EMN): The 
Dimapur Mission Management 
unit of the Nagaland State Rural 
Livelihood Mission (NSRLM) 
organized a training programme 
based on micro-finance con-
sultancy leverage on March 22 
and the 23rd. The programme 
was conducted at the District 
Rural Development Agency’s 
(DRDA) resource centre in Mon. 
A press release from the NSRLM 
informed about the event on 
March 24.

According to the press release, 
the training was conducted for 
community workers and block-
level federation of the district’s 
Rural Development block as part 
of the financial inclusion initia-
tive. Village facilitators and mas-

ter bookkeepers from 18 villages 
attend the event, the organiser 
informed.

The press release stated that 
Wennyei Konyak, project direc-
tor of the DRDA in Mon, talked 
about his involvement in the 
NSRLM. He mentioned that the 
programme was basically to em-
power the rural population. He 
said the government has entrust-
ed women to take central roles in 
the NRLM because  ‘women are 
the pillars of the family as they 
know every household problem 
and its remedies,’ the updates 
stated. 

Konyak encouraged the wom-
en: successful implementation of 
the NRLM can invite to banks of-
fer huge loans to Self Help Group 

(SHG). He said, ‘Hard work and 
dedication will enable one to 
achieve the rights and entitle-
ments offered in the program.’ 
He appealed to the participants to 
make a practicable five-year plan 
and see that each SHG is able to 
generate a corpus of rupees INR 
five lakh, the press release stated.

Further, the press release 
stated that M Temjen Longchar, a 
district program manager, spoke 
during the occasion. He stated 
that a lot of changes had taken 
place during the past four years 
after the NRLM program was 
introduced in the district. He 
mentioned Mon’s rich availability 
of organic vegetables as well.

 Longchar also encouraged 
the block level federation to set 

targets for the SHG for produc-
tion of goods and channelize 
them for export. He said that if the 
BLF functions successfully, the 
system of today’s business system 
in Mon would bring a U-turn very 
soon, it stated.

The press release stated fur-
ther that the chief manager of 
SBI’s Mon branch KK Sharma 
said, ‘Any department or bank 
exists to develop the society for 
which fund are put in place as per 
requirements of the public. The 
question is how the public utilize 
the funds which are made avail-
able. A financial institution offers 
two type of loans viz. economic 
activity for the poor to generate 
income while consumption loans 
are for income-based category 

to construct house or purchase 
of car.’ 

Sharma informed that the 
government offers various social 
security schemes through banks 
viz. Atal Pension Yojana and the 
like. He encouraged the farmers 
to avail Kisan Credit Card loan to 
develop their agricultural activi-
ties, the press release stated.

The updates stated further 
that Rajuselie Lhousa, a district 
coordinator for financial inclu-
sion at NSRLM, highlighted some 
achievements that were attained 
during the past three years. These 
include organizing saving bank 
account opening drive, financial 
literacy camps, and credit link-
age which he said reached all the 
villages.
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Members of Nexa’s management and employees with a number of the brand’s customers at the interaction at Niathu 
Resort on March 24.  

EM Images

Staff of the Nagaland TB cell along with the personnel of the 4th NAP Battalion at Thizama during the World TB Day programme on March 24.

Neikule Doulo and Chanda Sahi speaking at the Joyance Pre-School parents’ orientation programme in 
Kohima on March 24.

Legislation and reports placed 
in assembly for perusal 

Joyance Group organises orientation for parents

Nexa drives into building relations with clients Legal workers seeks 
CM’s intervention

Health workers take anti-TB initiatives to community

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 24 
(EMN): The chief minis-
ter of Nagaland Neiphiu 
Rio on Saturday placed 
before the Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly the Ju-
venile Justice (care and 
protection of children) 
Rules.

The chief minister 
placed also annual ad-
ministrative reports for 
2017-18 of various de-
partments including Fi-
nance, Irrigation & Flood 
Control, Industries & 

Commerce, Informa-
tion & Public Relations, 
department of Underde-
veloped Areas, Labour, 
Justice and Law, School 
Education, Social Wel-
fare, Sericulture, Power, 
Electrical Inspectorate, 
Science & Technology, 
and Fisheries.

The deputy chief 
minister and minister 
in charge of Home and 
National Highways, Y 
Patton, also placed the 
Nagaland Societies Reg-
istration Rules of 2017. 

Other annual ad-
ministrative reports that 
were placed in the house 
on the fourth day of the 
first session of the 13th 
assembly by respective 
ministers were the de-
partment of Environ-
ment, Forests & Climate 
Change, Planning and 
Coordination, Land Rev-
enue, Land Resources 
and Urban Development.

During the day’s sit-
ting, a discussion on the 
motion of thanks to the 
governor’s address was 

undertaken. Speaker 
Vikho-o Yhoshü remind-
ed members that accord-
ing to assembly rules, the 
house is to sit from 9:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Sat-
urday. He extended the 
time to 4 pm.. However 
the business listed for the 
day could not be com-
pleted. 

The speaker an-
nounced that the remain-
ing business would be 
taken up during the next 
sitting and adjourned the 
assembly till March 26.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 24 
(EMN): Realising the need 
for parents to pro-actively 
involved in the learning 
process of children, the 
Joyance Group of Pre-
schools organised a one 
day parents’ orientation 
programme on March 24 
in the school premises.

The workshop was 
also designed to help 
parents to understand 
the need of children es-
pecially in the formative 
early years before starting 
formal school. The pro-
gramme was attended by 
about 80 parents.

Speaking on the “Im-
portance of strengthening 
concepts in the formative 
years,” Neikule Doulo, 
master franchisee of the 
Aloha Mental Arithme-
tic, stressed on the need 

to help children develop 
good foundational base 
for education. While 
pointing out that children 
with good understanding 
and learning will go on 
to do much better in life, 
Doulo maintained that it 
should be the collective 
efforts of both parents 
and educators to partner 
to meet this requirement. 

Observing that Math-
ematics is often a mis-
understood subject with 
many assuming it to be 
only related to numbers, 
Doulo stated that maths 
is related to all things 
around us as well as in all 
aspects of daily life. 

“If this is understood 
then, the subject will be 
viewed differently by all,” 
she opined and added 
that understanding of the 
subject was of the utmost 

importance. While refer-
ring to the tabling factual 
research studies that have 
found out that children’s 
precocity in math directly 
ensures better perform-
ance in studies even in 
the future, Doulo hoped 
that this would help par-
ents to understand the 
importance of the subject 
in totality. 

Also speaking on the 
occasion, Chanda Sahi, 
proprietor of Joyance 
Group, stated that “50% of 
a child’s adult intelligence 
develops before the child 
turns four years while 
another 30% develops by 
the time he/she is eight 
years.”

Basing on the core 
truth about early child-
hood education, Sahi said 
“choosing the right pre-
school is most critical” in 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, March 24: It was 
one-of-a-kind event for the 
motor brand and its clients: 
Maruti Suzuki’s premium-
channel car branding Nexa 
hosted an interaction with 
its customers at Progressive 
Motors at the Niathu Resort 
in Dimapur on March 24.

Nexa boasts of having 
created a premium experi-
ence for its customers when 
it launched Nexa as a new 
dealership format for pre-
mium cars. 

The chief executive of-
ficer of Progressive Motors 
PM and management head 
at Dimapur Nexa Ameto 
Peseyie said that the day’s 
event was mainly to intro-
duce the service station to its 
customers. He assured that 
the showroom and service 
station was ‘environment-
friendly’ and that the team 
envisages doing everything 
paperless.  

Further, Peseyie said Pro-
gressive Motors was a ‘chan-
nel branch’ of NEXA. Its 
dedication during the past 
30 years earned that trust, 
he said.  He announced 
that a workshop was in the 
pipeline which he informed 
would be inaugurated in a 

month or two. 
Workshops of the Nexa 

have been designed par-
ticularly with the purpose to 
provide ‘unmatched’ service 
experience along with high 
operational efficiency. The 
brand claimed that by the 
end of the financial year it 
aims to open 300 workshops 
across the country.

It was informed that a 
Nexa workshop would be 
a ‘digital workshop’ stated 
to have been developed for 
higher productivity, efficien-
cy, and transparency. Some 
of these elements are said 
to be state-of--art customer 
lounge, tester lines, mecha-
nized washing, RFID vehicle 
tracking systems. 

Also, Nexa lifestyle ac-
cessories will be another 
appealing element to the 
Nexa workshops. It will sup-
plement customers’ lifestyle 
around their car. One will 
also be able to avail services 
on their Maruti Suzuki vehi-
cles at a Nexa workshop, in-
cluding those retailed from 
the regular showrooms.

 A powerpoint presenta-
tion was also given by Joy 
Prakash, senior relationship 
manager at Nexa Dimapur 
to the gathering. It was 

claimed that five million cars 
from Maruti Suzuki were 
rolled out from production 
lines in April 2005. In Febru-
ary 2018, Nexa expanded to 
350 showrooms across India 
after its launch in July 2015 
by Maruti Suzuki as a new 
premium channel. 

Prakash informed cus-
tomers about the free 
services available. It was 
informed that customers 
who have either completed 
a month or 1000 km would 
have a first free servicing; 
the second free service af-
ter completing six months 
or 5000 km; the third free 
service for customers who 
have completed 12 months 
or 10,000 km. 

Further, subsequent oil 
and periodic services would 
be free for every 10,000 km or 
one-year whichever comes 
first. The stated services in-
clude only labour charges for 
general servicing and not for 
other consumables, it was 
informed.

Swapnil Shah, regional 
service manager at NEXA’s 
east zone, was also present 
at the event. He asserted that 
a “strong footprint” of Nexa 
dealers would be present in 
Nagaland in the days to come.

Dimapur, March 24 
(EMN): Various organi-
sations across Nagaland 
observed World Tuber-
culosis Day on March 24 
with the global theme 
“Wanted: Leaders for a TB 
free world.”

The day is observed 
every year on said date 
to generate public under-
standing about tubercu-
losis (TB) and to mobilise 
political and social com-
mitments to further the 
goal of eliminating TB as 
a public health concern 
and burden.

The Revised National 
TB Control Programme 
(RNTCP) observed the 
event at the 4th NAP post 
at Thizama on March 24.

The programme was 
presided over by Alongla, 
deputy commandant, 
during which she ex-
pressed gratitude to the 
medical personnel for 
giving priority to the po-
licemen and choosing to 
conduct the programme 
with them.

Dr. Palash Talukdar, 
medical consultant at 
the World Health Organi-
sation, spoke about the 
signs and symptoms of 
TB and the facilities that 
are available for treat-
ment. 

According to him, 
there are 44 designated 
microscopy centres and 
diagnostic equipments. 
He said that people with 
low immunity such as HIV 
and diabetics are more 
prone to tuberculosis.  He 
stressed on the impor-
tance of uninterrupted 
completion of treatment 
as it could lead to devel-
opment of multi-drug re-
sistant tuberculosis.

The portend of the 
theme “Wanted: Lead-

ers for a TB free world” 
was spoken by Dr. Api-
chetla Amer, assistant 
programme officer. She 
remarked that the day  is 
observed across the world 
to recognise the achieve-
ments that had been at-
tained in TB prevention 
and control activities. 

Besides it is to re-
new the commitment to 
eliminating the devastat-
ing disease, she said. The 
officer encouraged the 
gathering to take respon-
sibility in spreading infor-
mation about the disease, 
which she said would 
eventually contribute in 
eliminating the disease by 
2025 as envisaged by the 
government of India.

During the course of 
the programme, queries 
raised by the gathering 
were addressed. 

The RNTCP visited 
Bright Morning Star Or-
phanage Home also and 
interacted with the chil-
dren.

In a related pro-
gramme, RNTCP Zun-
heboto has observed the 
World TB Day at DTC, 
Zunheboto, on March 24, 
where Dr. Khehokhu Chi-
shi, DTO, RNTCP, Zun-
heboto, has highlighted 
about the significance of 
the day. 

Dr. Khehokhu briefed 
that TB Day is designed 
to build public awareness 
about the global epidemic 
of tuberculosis (TB) and 
efforts to eliminate the 
disease. 

Akavi, PMDT, Super-
visor RNTCP, who spoke 
on the theme, shared on 
some facts about the early 
warnings and aware-
ness for early detection. 
He elaborated about the 
signs and symptoms and 

about the designated 
microscopy centre avail-
able in Zunheboto dis-
trict. He also encouraged 
about the responsibilities 
of every citizen to create 
awareness. 

Free IEC materials 
were distributed during 
the observance. 

People from differ-
ent walks of life includ-
ing church workers, other 
stakeholders, IEC bureau, 
and medical fraternity at-
tended the programme. 

RNTCP Phek district 
has also observed the 
‘World TB Day’ on March 
24 at Dzulhami PHC.

Speaking at the pro-
gramme, Dr. Ruokuohelie 
Rutsa, District Tuberculo-
sis Officer (DTO), briefly 
highlighted the pro-
gramme activities to the 
participants. He spoke on 
the importance of com-
munity participation in 
elimination of TB by 2025.

To mark the pro-
gramme, painting com-
petition was organised for 
the students, where prizes 
were awarded to the best 
top ten with best key mes-
sages on TB.

The programme was 
chaired by Vasapra Vasa, 
Dzulha VDB secretary, 
while the invocation 
was pronounced by Rev. 
Vekuso Swuro, pastor of 
Dzulha Baptist Church. 
The welcome address 
was delivered by Belhunyi 
Nyekha, VCC Dzulha, and 
the vote of thanks was de-
livered by Dr. Kevisevolie 
Sekhose.

Altogether more 100 
participants attended the 
program.

Kohima District TB 
Control Society under the 
establishment of the chief 
medical officer, Kohima, 

has observed the World 
TB Day at District TB & 
Chest Diseases Hospital, 
Khuzama, on March 24.

Dr. Mezhuno Angami, 
senior specialist at Khuza-
ma Hospital, chaired the 
programme, while open-
ing prayer was invoked by 
the nursing superintend-
ent of the hospital and Dr. 
Bendangsenla, medical 
superintendent, delivered 
the welcome address.

Dr. Asunu Sakhrie, 
District TB Officer, said 
India bears the major 
burden of TB in the world 
comprising 28%. Report 
stated that there are 1200 
deaths in India everyday 
with 10 deaths every 3 
minutes. With this alarm-
ing figure spiralling over-
board, she said India is 
committed to eliminat-
ing TB by 2025. She stated 
that health personnel and 
political leaders alone 
cannot achieve the target 
but requires the contri-
butions from all walks of 
life because TB is a public 
health concern.

Dr Ritu Thur, chief 
medical officer, Kohima, 
has highlighted on the 
importance of early di-
agnosis and treatment of 
TB. He reminded that TB 
is curable if one takes the 
medicines on time and 
for the complete dura-
tion. 

Students from three 
schools participated in a 
poster competition about 
TB and the best three 
were given cash prizes. 
Five cured TB patients, 
Head GB, youth chairman 
and the women group 
of Khuzama village were 
felicitated and given gift 
hampers to acknowledge 
their efforts in the fight 
against TB. 

We the family members of Late Taveru Puro would like to express our 
heartfelt love and gratitude to one and all who stood by us during 
the prolonged illness and demise of our father, grandfather and 

great grandfather.
We would like to thank all the individuals, loved ones, neighbours and well 
wishes who supported us in prayers and stood with us physically, morally and 
financially.
We would also like to give special thanks to the Chakhesang Baptist Church, 
Kitsoubozou, Lower PWD Panchayat, PWD Youth organisation, Upper PWD 
Youth organisation, Middle PWD Youth Organisation and Lower PWD Youth 
Organisation for always adhering to us through prayers and man power.
It would be impertinent on our part if we don't give our acknowledgment 
to the Doctors and Nurses of Naga Civil Hospital ( ICU section) and Bethel 
Hospital (ICU section) who tendered and cared for him during his prolonged 
illness and also not forgetting the blood donors of science college.
We have nothing to give in return but it our prayer and hope that the Lord 
almighty will bless you all abundantly in his type and will.
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Loving family members.
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order to prepare children 
for their future.

She also said that pre-
school education should 
in no way be formal but 
should focus and address 
the four development 
areas of the child which 
are physical and motor 
development, social and 
emotional development, 
communication and cog-
nitive development. 

Highlighting the activ-
ities at Joyance which re-
volve around these needs 
of children, Sahi said “at 
joyance….we make sure 
that the child is motivated 
to do more and more dif-
ficult tasks.”

It may be mentioned 
that Aloha Mental Arith-
metic is a programme 
that has been success-
fully running in Joyance 
for three years, while an 
additional programme 
of TINY TOTs is sched-
uled to be introduced 
soon, keeping in mind the 
smaller children.

Joyance Preschool, 
established in 2003 as a 
single branch, has now 
grown to other branches 
with the school hav-
ing levels of play group, 
nursery, LKG and UKG 
at present. The Joyance 
Group of Preschools un-
der the leadership of 
Chanda Sahi pioneered 
the introduction of inclu-
sive education for chil-
dren with special needs in 
its early years when other 
pre-schools and schools 
were wary of including 
these children into their 
classrooms.

Dimapur, March 24 (EMN): The Nagaland 
Bar Association (NBA) has sought the imme-
diate intervention of the state’s chief minister 
Neiphiu Rio, in matters pertaining to policy 
making and executive authority of the law and 
justice department; personal law; creation of 
legislative cell; and advocate general office.

In a representation, the association has 
urged the chief minister to hold the portfolio 
in the policy making and executive authority 
of the law and justice department in order to 
maintain decorum and equal authority with 
the rest of other states in the country.

The association pointed out that applica-
tions of several central Acts pertaining to per-
sonal laws in the state are contradictory and 
opposed to the Naga social customs and prac-
tices. It added that apart from the provisions 
of Article 371 A of the Constitution of India, 
legislative power in matters of personal law is 
vested with the state legislature. It, therefore, 
stated that such laws are contradictory and 
inconsistent with the Naga social customs and 
practices.

The association has cited instances such 
as (I) Indian Succession Act, 1925, (2) Special 
Marriage Act, 1954, (3) Indian Divorce Act, 
1869, (4) Births, Deaths and Marriages Regis-
tration Act, 1886, (5) Guardians and Wards Act, 
1890, and (6) Family Courts Act, 1984 which re-
quired to be substituted by our own state Acts 
or make amendments to the relevant provi-
sions of those laws.

It also urged to amend Rules for the Admin-
istration of Justice and Police in Nagaland, 1937 
suiting to our own as against the provisions of 
the Code of Civil Procedure 1908 and the Code 
of Criminal Procedure 1973. It pointed out that 
application of the provisions impedes the pro-
ceedings of the courts for speedy justice.

Stating that the law and justice department 
is functioning without legislative cell, the as-
sociation has urged the chief minister to create 
the same at the earliest to assist the govern-
ment in the formulation of legislative bills and 
rule making matters.

The association has further urged the chief 
minister to appoint the advocate general from 
among the members of the state bar having 
sufficient legal expertise and social standing.

The representation was jointly appended 
by the association’s president Tali Ao and the 
secretary V Hukavi Zhimomi.
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Guwahati, March 24 (PTI): Stu-
dents of Assam Women’s University 
(AWU), the only institute of its kind 
in the North East, are agitating to 
press for permanent vice-chanellor 
and for transforming it into a full 
fledged varsity.

The agitation had been launched 
on March 5 and protests are being 
held across upper Assam in support 
of it.

The government is consider-
ing to downgrade it to a technical 
institute by repealing the Act, which 
was passed by the state Assembly 
in 2013, and is likely to discuss the 
matter in the next cabinet meeting.

“The government has not taken 
a final decision yet. It can be either 
way. A discussion is going on, mostly 
in the political level. As a public 
debate is going on at present, the 
government will definitely consider 
this,” Assam Higher Education Prin-
cipal Screteray Ajay Tewari told PTI.

“Most probably, the Cabinet will 
take up the matter in the next meet-
ing. If the Cabinet decides to scrap 
the varsity then the Assembly has to 
ratify it,” Tewari said.

When asked to comment on 
the government-appointed expert 
committee’s view that the university 
should be retained, he said the re-

port was a technical one and a uni-
versity requires lots of other things.

“The government will take a 
sensible and unbiased decision ... 
The university has been languishing 
since long,” Tewari said.

Since classes began in 2013, the 
university has been functioning 
without a vice-chancellor or any 
permanent teaching staff.

Assam Agricultural University 
V-chancellor K M Bujarbaruah is 
functioning as its mentor and all the 
teachers have been appointed on 
contract and ad-hoc basis.

The AWU students are on an 
indefinite strike and are boycotting 
classes from the first week of March 
and even held a 36-hour hunger 
strike from March 19.

“We want a written undertaking 
from the government on two is-
sues -- appointing a permanent VC 
and transforming AWU into a full-
fledged university.

Otherwise, we will continue our 
strike,” AWU Students’ Forum presi-
dent Chinmoyee Gogoi said.

Last year the students had writ-
ten to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi seeking his intervention in the 
matter but nothing “concrete” has 
happened, she added.

Senior Congress leader and 

former chief minister Tarun Gogoi, 
during whose tenure the university 
was set up, visited the campus this 
morning and lent his support to the 
agitation.

“Assam Women’s University was 
one of my dream projects for em-
powering the women. It is not only 
a pride of Assam but of the whole 
country. Assam BJP Govt’s decision 
on AWU exposes the hollow prom-
ises of flagship program #BetiBach-
aoBetiPadhao,” Gogoi tweeted after 
his visit.

Students bodies like AASU, SFI, 
SMSS, ACYCP other social organi-
sations have thrown their weight 
behind the students and have or-
gansied rallies, satyagraha and other 
protest programmes across upper 
Assam and in Guwahati in the last 
couple of days.

Effigies of Chief Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal and Education 
Minister Hemanta Biswa Sarma 
were burnt and nearly 175 colleges 
under Dibrugarh University organ-
ised satyagraha marches during the 
week. 

The agitation has garnered sup-
port from students and teachers of 
JNU, TISS, BHU, NEHU, IIT-Kharag-
pur, Jadavpur University and Sikkim 
University among others.

Guwahati, March 24 (PTI): Gear-
ing up for the next general elec-
tion, BJP President Amit Shah 
today set a target of 21 seats out 
of 25 parliamentary constituen-
cies from northeast in Lok Sabha 
polls in 2019.

Addressing a rally of BJP booth 
unit chiefs here, he asked the 
party members to work towards 
achieving this target.

“I want to give a target for 2019 
polls. We want to win more than 
21 seats out of 25 seats from North 
East,” Shah said in the rally.

“Except Mizoram, all other 
states in NE are ruled by NEDA 
(North-East Democratic Alliance) 
constituents. So all of you need to 
take it forward,” Shah said, adding 
the party won eight seats from the 
region during last Lok Sabha polls 
in 2014.

The BJP needs to win maxi-
mum number of seats from 
northeast to strengthen Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi so that 
development of the region con-
tinues.

The party chief also asked the 
Assam unit to expand the network 
and appoint “Page Pramukh” 
or the in-charge of each page of 
electoral list.

Dimapur, March 24 (EMN): The As-
sam Rifles celebrated its 183rd Raising 
Day at HQ Director General Assam 
Rifles (DGAR), Laitkor in Shillong on 
March 24. 

A press release issued by the As-
sam Rifles on March 24 mentioned 
that the glorious occasion was marked 
with a wreath laying ceremony by 
DGAR Lieutenant General Shokin-
Chauhan, AVSM, YSM, SM, VSMat 
Assam Rifles at the war memorial to 
pay homage to the martyrs who had 
sacrificed their lives in the line of duty.

The ceremony was followed by a 
SainikSammelan where the director 
general addressed all ranks of Assam 
Rifles. 

The director general is said to have 
commended their steadfast commit-
ment, professionalism and hard work 
while exhorting to continue the good 
work. 

During the address, he is also said 
to have presented the DGAR Banner 
to Mighty Six Assam Rifles Battalion 
for their outstanding all-round per-
formance.

Dimapur, March 24 (EMN): 
On March 22 a train from 
Silghat to Guwahati saved 
an elephant on the track. 
The crew members were 
Kanak Chandra Nath, Loco 
Pilot (driver); Ravi Ranjan 
Kumar, Assistant Loco Pilot 
and Arun Rabha, Guard.

A press release issued by 
the NF Railways Maligaon 
mentioned that the train left 
Silghat as per its schedule 
departure and while enter-
ing Jhakla Banda railway 
station the on duty crew 
members suddenly noticed 
a movement of an elephant 
at km 54/0-1 just about 65 m 
ahead of the train. 

The members on notic-
ing the movement applied 
emergency brake at once for 
stopping the train and the 
train came to dead stop just 
25 metres before the location 
through which the elephant 
was passing thereby saving 
the life of the elephant and 
ensuring its safe passage, the 
release stated.

The section where the 
incident occurred is not 
earmarked as elephant cor-
ridor and also no informa-
tion on the movement of 
the elephant was received 
by the crew members. De-
spite these, the loco pilot 
was cautious enough with 

a speed of about 40 kmph 
and managed to save the 
elephant, the release further 
stated. 

In reaction to the inci-
dent, the elephant however 
is said to have suddenly 
moved towards the diesel 
power car and attacked 
resulting to damages on 
the outer body of the diesel 
power car. 

The alertness and pres-
ence of mind of the loco pilot 
and crew in acting timely to 
prevent elephant casualty 
has been widely appreciated 
and they have been recom-
mended for award by Gen-
eral Manager, N F Railway.

New Delhi, March 24 
(PTI): In a first, cultural 
integration will be wit-
nessed at Gujarat’s famous 
Madhavpur Mela where a 
group of 150 people from 
the Northeast will be given 
a traditional welcome as 
part of efforts to symbol-
ise the country’s unity in 
diversity, Culture Minister 
Mahesh Sharma said to-
day.

The four-day mela 
is being organised from 
March 25 to 28 in Mad-
havpur Ghed, district Por-
bandar.

“The purpose of this 

integration is to bring 
various parts of the coun-
try especially the North-
east, close to each other 
under the banner of Ek 
Bharat Shrestha Bharat 
announced by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi,” 
Sharma said during a press 
conference.

He said that the Mad-
havpur Mela shares its 
connect with the Mish-
mi tribe of Arunachal 
Pradesh. The Mishmi tribe 
traces its ancestry to the 
legendary King Bhishmak 
and through him to his 
daughter Rukmini and 

Lord Krishna, Sharma 
said.

“For the first time ever, 
the festival will celebrate 
the immortal journey 
which Rukmini undertook 
from Arunachal Pradesh 
to Gujarat with Lord Krish-
na,” he said.

The culture minister 
said that the Indira Gandhi 
National Centre for the 
Arts (IGNCA), Manav San-
grahalay of the Ministry of 
Culture and the states of 
Gujarat, Assam, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Manipur and 
others have joined hands 
to give a new dimension 

to the festival.
“A group of 150 persons 

from the Northeast will be 
given a traditional wel-
come at Madhavpur Mela 
as representatives of Ruk-
mini’s family. The entire 
concept of celebration this 
year is in the spirit of ‘Ek 
Bharat Shrestha Bharat’ 
campaign and symbolises 
unity in diversity of the 
country and establishes 
the East to West connect,” 
he said.

The ministry officials 
said that all the Union Ter-
ritories and states except 
West Bengal are partici-

pating in the Ek Bharat 
Shrestha Bharat campaign 
and have been paired for 
the purpose of exchanges 
at the level of students, 
sports and through cul-
ture.

“Some of the local sites 
and temples connected 
to the Madhavpur festival 
have been upgraded by 
the Culture Ministry and 
connecting the North-
east through such kind 
of events and cultural ex-
changes will now be made 
a regular feature,” said 
Raghvendra Singh, Secre-
tary, Ministry of Culture.

Itanagar, March 24 (PTI): A Himalayan 
black bear cub, rescued two months ago 
by a conservationist fron Tirap district 
near the India-Myanmar border, has 
been successfully translocated to a zoo in 
Changlang district of the state.

The one-year-old cub was handed 
over to the zoo authorities on March 20, 
an official report said here yesterday.

The “orphaned” cub was rescued by 
Yangwok Hodong of Lazu area of Tirap 

district in January. He fed the cub and 
looked after it for two months before 
handing it over to the range officer of 
Lazu Forest Range, Hangpong Tesia, re-
cently, the report stated. The bear cub was 
fondly called as ‘Ollo’ by the villagers in 
Tirap district. DFO Bitem Darang has ap-
preciated Hodong for his efforts to rescue 
the bear, the report said, adding that the 
administration at the zoo has assured to 
take proper care of the cub.

Imphal, March 24 (IANS): Despite a 
warning by Chief Minister N. Biren Singh 
to employees, the strike in government 
offices across Manipur continued for the 
third day on Saturday, paralysing work.

Singh had, on Friday night, asked 
employees to return to work by Monday, 
“failing which the government has to find 
other people to discharge their work”.

Explaining the government’s posi-
tion, he said: “It will involve an additional 
expenditure of Rs 1,400 crore annually to 
implement the recommendations of the 
7th Pay Commission to pay over 85,000 
employees and about 45,000 pensioners. 
Manipur has been depending mostly on 
the central government largesse.”

Noting that “before the end of the 
financial year on March 31, funds have to 
be sanctioned for a slew of developmental 

projects”, he urged employees to return 
to work.

The indefinite strike was jointly called 
on Thursday by the Joint Administrative 
Council (JAC) of the All Manipur Trade 
Unions Council and the All Manipur 
Government Employees Organisation 
to protest the government’s failure to 
implement the recommendations of the 
7th Pay Commission for employees and 
pensioners. 

Except for the employees in the Sec-
retariat, there is a massive response in 
all other government offices, pro-strike 
activists claimed.

The employees on strike pointed 
out that out of the 19 BJP-ruled states, 
Manipur is the only one where the rec-
ommendations have not been imple-
mented.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  2 4 
(EMN): The Darjeeling 
Himalayan Railway has 
successfully conceived, 
developed and tested two 
air-conditioned narrow 
gauge coaches for running 
in the UNESCO World 
Heritage railway soon. 

A press release issued 
by the NF Railways Mali-
gaon on March 24 men-
tioned that the two air-
conditioned coaches will 
make travelling in the hill 
railways more comfort-
able for travellers from the 
plains of New Jalpaiguri to 
the hill station of Darjeel-
ing in all seasons. 

The commercial serv-
ice of the AC coaches are 
expected to start from 
April 1 2018.

The two air-condi-
tioned coaches were said 
to have been developed 
by refurbishing two first-
class coaches at a cost of 
about INR 43 lakh where 
the units are said to be 
roof-mounted and a small 
silent power-pack pro-
vides power to the units. 

Each of the coach is 
said to have a sitting ca-
pacity of 15 people and the 

interior of the coaches are 
done by using teak panels, 
large toughen laminat-
ed safety-glass windows 
for passengers to enjoy 
the scenic beauty and a 
music system-cum-an-
nouncement system for 
entertainment. Similarly 
furnished non-AC coach 
for use in the Joy Ride serv-
ices between Darjeeling 
and Ghum are also being 
developed.

The new AC coach-
es are said to have been 
painted with shining 
metallic colours on the 
exterior and florescent 
stickers have been used 
for text. A hatch on the 
roof with a fan has also 
been provided for fresh air 
and ventilation when the 
air-conditioner is not put 
into operation. The hatch 
fan would be operated by 
battery which would be 
recharged by the power 
pack. The fuel consump-
tion by the power pack 
would be around three 
litres per hour. One 150 
Ah battery has also been 
provided as back-up for 
lights and for starting the 
power pack. 

New Delhi, March 24 
(IANS): After the Delhi 
High Court restored the 
assembly membership of 
20 AAP MLAs who were 
disqualified for holding 
offices of profit, the Con-
gress on Friday demanded 
that ruling party MLAs 
and 12 MLAs in Manipur 
should resign on moral 
ground for violating con-
stitutional laws.

It also alleged that one 
Congress MLA in Manipur, 
T.H. Shyamkumar, de-
fected just after the an-
nouncement of the result 
and was appointment a 
minister in the state cabi-
net by the BJP.

“He has not even re-
signed and is still con-
tinuing as a minister in 
the most blatant act of il-
legality and sheer political 
opportunism,” it said.

The party also cited 
the example of former 
Congress President Sonia 
Gandhi, who had resigned 
when the office of profit 
controversy broke out and 
had fought again to win 

the election.
“We respect the judg-

ment of High Court which 
has directed the Election 
Commission to hear the 
complaint against 20 AAP 
MLAs for holding office of 
profit, but we would like 
to raise some important 
questions,” said Congress 
leader Sushmita Dev.

“Both the BJP and the 
AAP are now in the same 
boat. No doubt the rules of 
natural justice have been 
upheld, but just like the 
AAP has made an absolute 
mockery of the laws, the 
BJP is flouting every rule 
in Manipur. Just like the 
AAP, the BJP is also guilty 
of the same illegality in 
Manipur,” she added.

Dev said: “The double-
faced politics of the BJP is 
blatant. Twelve MLAs -- 
eight from BJP, three from 
NPF and one Independent 
MLA -- were appointed as 
parliamentary secretar-
ies after the last assembly 
election. 

“After, the Supreme 
Court order of July 26, 2017 

in the case of Bimolangshu 
Roy v. State of Assam, it 
is the law of the land that 
such laws appointing 
people as parliamenta-
ry secretaries is without 
legislative competence 
and therefore any person 
having held such position 
must be disqualified,” she 
said.

The party said the BJP’s 
government in Manipur is 
functioning in complete 
violation of the constitu-
tional laws.

“The BJP is aware their 
government is doubly dis-
qualified -- first, for having 
illegally allotted offices 
of profit to 12 MLAs and 
second for not having dis-
qualified the defecting 
MLA who has done so in 
gross violation of the Tenth 
Schedule of the Constitu-
tion and Supreme Court’s 
decision in Kihoto Holo-
han v. Zachillu.

“ We demand that 
the 12 MLAs in Manipur 
should resign immedi-
ately, as also the 20 AAP 
MLAs in Delhi.

Nagaon (Assam), March 24 (PTI): A minor girl 
was allegedly gangraped and set on fire at Dha-
niabheti Lalung Gaon in Nagaon district, police 
said today.

One Zakir Hussain and four others raped the 
Class-V girl when she was alone at home after 
returning from school last evening, they said.

After committing the crime the rapists 
poured kerosene oil on her and set her ablaze. 
The girl died this morning at the B P civil hos-
pital here where she was admitted in a critical 
condition.

The police was looking for Zakir Hussain and 
his associates.

Angry locals attacked Zakir Hussain’s house 
in protest, while students of the girl’s school and 
the All Assam Students union (AASU) demanded 
arrest of the accused.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, March 24 (EMN): A 
women society based in Ma-
nipur’s Ningthoukhong town 
was awarded the Swachhta 
Excellence Award floated by 
Union ministry of housing and 
urban affairs.

C h a o k h a t  L u p  w o m -
en development  society, 
Ningthoukhong is the only body 
from a locality in the state which 
has been chosen for the award 
as ‘Area-Level Federation’ (ALF) 
by a three member committee 
at the national level.

The award was given in rec-
ognition of the exemplary work 
in the field of sanitation and 
cleanliness drives during the 
year 2017-18.

The third prize of the award 
consisting of a cash award of 
INR 50,000 and a certificate 

was conferred to the President 
Kh Ibemchaubi and Secretary 

Kh Pramo of Chaokhat Lup 
Women Development Society, 

Ningthoukhong by the officials 
of Union ministry of housing 

and urban affairs during a na-
tional workshop in New Delhi 
on March 23.

Chaokhat Lup Women De-
velopment Society function-
aries were accorded a warm 
welcome when they returned 
at their hometown, 30 km south 
of Imphal after receiving the 
award at Ningthoukhong Mu-
nicipal Council on Sat. March 
24.

A resident of Ningthoukhong 
town who was one of the jury 
member during the cleanliness 
survey, said, “the residents of 
the locality worked hard for the 
cleanliness drive. 

The women group support-
ed the cause which made the 
difference in area. We are elated 
over being chosen for the award 
and being the only one from the 
state to get this.”

EM Images

Ningthoukhong women society team along with MUDA Director N Gitkumar receiving the Swachhta Award in Delhi on March 24 Friday.

Director General of Assam Rifles Lt Gen Shokin Chauhan presenting the DGAR banner to the 6th 
Assam Rifles Battalion at Laitkor in Shillong on March 24.
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/93/2018-III         Dated Kohima, the 19th March, 2018OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Shri. KHUSHEHU H/O LT. RUYITSOLU TETSEO, Pensioner 
resident of Zoudo Colony, East Circular Road, Kma has applied for issue 
of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X 
to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late wife- Pension P.O. No. 
111300147 of Treasury, Kohima (North). Bank A/C No.36562959801 SBI 
Main Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 10-01-2018.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
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Kohima: NagalandKG-2411

COMPUTER  ACADEMY
(Near SBI Bazar Branch) Dhobinala, Dimapur

Ph: 03862-235365, 8787456867

Weekly 5 days class, Experienced Faculties* Well equipped Lab
*Authorised Training Centre *Power Back Up

Special offer for HSLC, HSSLC & Degree appeared students

BASIC  ,   DCA  ,   DTP  ,    C  ,   C++  ,   JAVA  ,   PGDCA

D
P-

35
2

NO.DTE/ESTT-NP-13/2017 Dated, Kohima the 23rd March 2018

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION

NAGALAND::KOHIMA

Written test result for LDA –Cum-Computer Assistant post
The following  Roll-No listed below are hereby selected on the merit basis 

of written examination held on 23rd March, 2018 for the post of LDA Cum 
Computer Assistant for the establishment of 3(three) new Polytechnics under 
the Department of Technical Education.

 The candidates are therefore informed to appear the Computer test and 
interview on 27th March 2018 from 10:00 AM onwards with all their necessary 
documents in original, written test admit card at the Directorate of Technical 
Education.

No separate calling letter will be issued to any candidate
205, 113, 284, 338, 376, 052, 054, 190, 031, 040, 041, 073, 263, 128, 264.

(Er. Arjun Singh)
Director
Issued by DIPRKG-2410
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Swu also said the Forum for Naga Reconcili-
ation (FNR) was the only organisation work-
ing tirelessly towards reconciliation among 
Nagas. Reconciliation, he said, must be be-
tween India and the Naga people as well. 

Swu also objected to the government’s 
decision to rename the IG stadium in Ko-
hima after Dr. T Ao. He said that the state 
government could have named it after T Ao 
when the stadium was inaugurated on Octo-
ber 20, 2003.   

Another opposition legislator, BS Ngan-
lang asked the government to ‘look into’ the 
Changtongya-Longleng road while stating 
that ‘the contract has a problem.’ While ap-
preciating the move of the government in 
doing away with the VIP culture, he said out 
that a legislator passing through a neighbour-
ing state without a designation plate was in-
convenient. 

Minister for School Education KT Su-
khalu taunted the opposition bench with the 
infamous 15-minutes-long 12th assembly ses-
sion and asserted that the PDA government’s 
tenure will be unlike that infamous 15 min-
utes session. 

Sukhalu and Minister for Information 
Technology, Science and Technology, New 
and Renewable Energy Mmhonlumo Kikon 
derided the NPF legislators’ demand for 
Toyota Innova Crysta (top model) instead of  
Renault Duster.    

“There is no sensitivity to the cries of the 
people which is also a form of corruption,” 
Kikon said while stating that ‘in response to 
these cries’ the PDA government’s first deci-
sion was to release post-matric scholarship 
and repair/renovate roads.   

Wungtung also made Biblical references where 
Nineveh and Babylon, the cities of the believers (in 
Christian context) though surrounded by atheists 
and ‘non-believing’ nations, had flourished. Simi-
larly, he said the Nagas need not fear nor should the 
public be misled. 

“I lament that the governor’s address should 
have contained policies of the government, yet what 
we find, are only regular statements,” declared op-
position MLA Dr. Chumben Murry. He expressed 
dismay that the governor failed to mention that his 
government would look after the needs of the con-
stituencies of those in the opposition bench.

Murry mentioned that the governor had talked 
about his government’s motto as ‘deeds not words’ 
and also as ‘peace for development and develop-
ment for peace.’ He wondered if  the government 
can have two different mottos. He also reminded 
that the latter was the slogan of the NPF during 
the 2013 election campaign. Recalling that Chief  
Minister Rio and former MLA Neiphriezo Keditsu 
have, while campaigning for NDPP, mistakenly 

referred to NDPP as NPF, Murry wondered if  
there was ‘something wrong’ with the NDPP. On 
a lighter note, he said Rio can return to the NPF 
and the latter might consider offering him the chair 
of deputy chief minister and they could share seats 
on a 50:50 basis. As for the PDA’s campaign slo-
gan ‘change is coming’, he suggested that the actual 
change should start from the grassroots.

An opposition MLA, Amenba Yaden managed 
not only to incite sniggers among those present in 
the Assembly hall, but turn heads as well, includ-
ing the opposition leader TR Zeliang’s when he 
attempted to criticise the governor’s statement on 
works to be taken up soon for several road projects, 
and it backfired. Yaden expressed apprehension 
that the government had been talking about roads 
for the ‘last five years’ but nothing was done at 
the site. “If you give a statement every year but do 
nothing in the site, it becomes a humiliation, it’s a 
mockery only,” Yaden stated, perhaps forgetting 
that he too was part of the ruling bench ‘in the last 
five years.’

The ceremony, like all others, he recalled, started 
with the national anthem and ended with the na-
tional anthem. However, he admitted to introduc-
ing two items- an opening Christian prayer by the 
state chaplain and a Christian hymn sang by a 
renowned Naga choir attired in Naga traditional 
dresses. This itself  was unique and was appreciated 
by the people within and outside the state, and it 
had the permission of the governor, he added. 

Stating that the event was live-streamed and 
watched by hundred thousands. “We should be all 
be proud of the positive manner in which we could 
project our state,” he said, while stating that the op-
position members will do well to understand that 
his public speech delivered was after the ceremony, 
and that they were aware it was a common practice 
for a civic reception immediately after a swearing-in 
ceremony.

On concerns raised over atrocities against 
Christians in different parts of the country and else-
where, Rio joined other members of the House in 
condemning atrocities, suppression against minori-
ties and weaker sections and women’s rights abuse 
on ground of religion.

“We are concerned for all our fellow Christians, 
not just in India but all over the world...humanity 
must continue to make efforts to ensure that all citi-
zens around the world are allowed to live respect-
able lives without any obstruction to their human 
rights,” Rio said.

He also underscored the need to not politicise 
those issues to incite public emotions or mislead 
the people. On matters related to the roads sector, 
he said this was a concern of every citizen of the 
state and one of the first cabinet decisions was to 
improve the roads- repair, maintain, renovate and 
fill up the potholes. Referring to scathing jibes 
made by opposition members on this initiative, Rio 
remarked that they have conveniently left out the 
words ‘repair’ and ‘maintenance’ and only took up 
‘potholes’. He reminded them that the new govern-
ment was trying to do what the NPF had failed to 
do.

On the NPF party’s apprehension on how Rio’s 
government could repair the roads when there was 
no money, he said it was a self-exposing statement. 
Whatever wrong the previous government did, he 
said the PDA would try to make them right. It is 
the healthy to have a strong opposition to criticise 
and point out the mistakes of the government and 
to keep the treasury bench and officials on their toes 
so that they perform better, he added.

On the matter raised by opposition leader Ze-
liang regarding defective EVMs during the election, 
he said the problem was faced by others as well and 
underlined the need to study the issue collectively.

As for the result of the result of 6th Tening AC 
result, the chief minister said he was informed by 
the CEO that it was only a tabulation mistake and 
the mistake was corrected. He also vouched that the 
CEO needed to put an inquiry as to how it came 
about. He assured his government would take up 
the matter so as to avoid such mistakes in future.

On the repeated statements made by Zeliang 
regarding PDA of having same policies as the NPF, 
Rio gently reminded the opposition leader that the 
last term (2013) was also his mandate. He admitted 
that he went to Delhi on his own decision and left 
the party and the government in Zeliang’s hands. 
He said they went to the people together and the 
people have delivered their mandate again for the 
fourth time by the grace of God.

With them being in the same government for 
three terms, Rio told Zeliang that he would find 
many similarities. He also reminded that the four-
lane road was declared by the then Prime Minister 
Atal Behari Vajpayee during his visit to the state in 
2003, after the NPF struck an alliance with the BJP.

While acknowledging that the opposition 
leader had also made achievements and contribu-
tions during his time, Rio maintained he should 
not claim to have done all the development works 
by himself. The major road schemes, he remarked, 
were all in the pipepline during 2003-14 and with 
the NDA government coming to power at the cen-
tre, they were sanctioning the schemes.

Ballot papers instead of EVMs 
Zeliang has suggested doing away with the 
Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs). He 
said there has been lots of complaint against 
the use of EVMs over the years. 

Instead, he suggested the use ballot pa-
pers in the coming elections. “We hear re-
ports of defective EVMs, and this is highly 
questionable,” he said mentioning that lots 
of genuine voters could not cast their votes 
due to insufficient time.

“Let us do away with EVMs and get 
back to ballot papers. In using EVMs, I sus-
pect manipulation,” Zeliang said while stat-
ing that many voters in Peren district could 
not cast their votes due to defective EVMs. 

He also slammed the Janata Dal (U) and 
National People’s Party for not sticking to 
their pre-poll alliance with the Naga People’s 
Front. 

“In clear violation of the age-old tradi-
tion, the JD (U) and NPP have defied the 
pre-poll agreement. This would be consid-
ered as one of the changes coming to the 
state,” Zeliang said adding that “change is 
not coming, but it has already come.”
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Commerce Min terminates 
anti-dumping probe on solar cells

E-way bill rollout from 
April 1; GSTR-3B to be 
filed till June

New Delhi, March 24 (PTI): 
The Commerce Ministry’s 
investigation arm DGAD 
said it is terminating its 
anti-dumping probe on 
imports of solar cells from 
China, Taiwan and Ma-
laysia.

The Indian Solar Manu-
facturers Association has 
made a request to termi-
nate the present investiga-
tion, it added.

The probe was initiated 
by the Directorate General 
of Anti-Dumping and Al-
lied Duties (DGAD) on July 
21 last year following com-
plaints of dumping of the 
product by the association.

“The authority is con-
strained to terminate the 
present antidumping in-
vestigation concerning im-
ports of ‘solar cells whether 
or not assembled partially 
or fully in modules or Pan-
els or on glass or some other 

suitable substrates’,” from 
these countries, DGAD said 
in a notification.

The domestic industry 
has cited certain reasons 
for its request to terminate 
the probe. They have stated 
that post-initiation, the 
injury being suffered by 
the domestic producers on 
account of dumping has 
aggravated sharply.

Besides, the industry 
has said that the imports 
of the cells from these 
countries have increased 
substantially in the recent 
period.

The period of investi-
gation covers April 2016 to 
June 2017 (15 months).

The directorate, how-
ever, noted that “the rea-
son cited by the domestic 
industry for termination 
of the petition is devoid of 
any merit”.

But it said Rule 14(a) 

New Delhi, March 24 (PTI): The government has notified 
April 1 as the implementation date for the electronic way 
or e-way bill, which will be required for transporting goods 
valued over INR 50,000 between states.

Besides, the Central Board of Excise and Customs 
(CBEC) has also notified the requirement of filing sum-
mary return GSTR-3B till June. The GSTR-3B for a month 
is required to be filed by the 20th day of the succeeding 
month. The GST Council, headed by Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley and comprising his state counterparts, had in 
its meeting on March 10 decided on e-way bill roll out and 
extension of 3B filing facility.

Wary of system collapsing like it happened when the 
e-way bill was first introduced on February 1, the Council 
decided to rollout the requirement of carrying the permit 
for intra-state movement in a staggered manner.

While inter-state e-way bill being implemented from 
April 1, there would be a phased roll out for intra-state 
movement of goods beginning April 15.

The e-way bill, which would be required to be pre-
sented to a GST inspector if asked for, is being touted as 
an anti-evasion measure and would help boost tax collec-
tions by clamping down on trade that currently happens 
on cash basis.

of the anti-dumping rules 
does not grant any discre-
tion to the DGAD in the 
matter of termination of 
investigation, once the do-
mestic industry files a writ-
ten request for termination 
of the probe.

Anti-dumping duties 
are levied to provide a level 
playing field to local in-
dustry by guarding against 
cheap below-cost imports.

Increasing imports and 
dumping of goods from 
China have always been an 
area of concern for Indian 
companies. India’s exports 
to China were only USD 
10.2 billion in 2016-17 but 
imports aggregated to USD 
61.3 billion.

DGAD is also probing 

dumping of several other 
products such as certain 
chemicals and steel prod-
ucts from China and other 
countries.

India is one of the most 
attractive markets for glo-
bal producers due to its 
large middle class popula-
tion.

Imposition of anti-
dumping duty is permis-
sible under the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) re-
gime. Both India and China 
are members of the Gene-
va-based body.

The duty is aimed at 
ensuring fair trading prac-
tices and creating a level-
playing field for domestic 
producers vis-a-vis foreign 
producers and exporters.
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PATH
Imagine standing shoulder to shoulder with onlookers by a dirt road. The woman behind you is on her tip-

toes, trying to see who is coming. In the distance, you glimpse a man riding a donkey. As He approaches, 
people toss their coats onto the road. Suddenly, you hear a tree crack behind you. A man is cutting down 

palm branches, and people are spreading them out ahead of the donkey.
Jesus’s followers zealously honored Him as He entered Jerusalem a few days before His crucifixion. The 

multitude rejoiced and praised God for “all the miracles they had seen” (Luke 19:37). Jesus’s devotees sur-
rounded Him, calling out, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” (v. 38). Their enthusiastic 
honor affected the people of Jerusalem. When Jesus finally arrived, “the whole city was stirred and asked, 
‘Who is this?’ ” (Matthew 21:10).

Today, people are still curious about Jesus. Although we can’t pave His way with palm branches or shout 
praises to Him in person, we can still honor Him. We can discuss His remarkable works, assist people in need, 
patiently bear insults, and love each other deeply. Then we must be ready to answer the onlookers who ask, 
“Who is Jesus?”

Lord, may my life and my words express what I know about who You are.  
I want others to see You in me and to know You too.

Who is This?
BIBLE READ:   LUKE 19:28–40  

THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
Blessed is the king who comes  

in the name of the Lord!   
~  Luke 19:38

READERS’ MIRROR
VIEWS & REVIEWS

Identity Crisis
Lately, everyone has become so transparent due to en-

hanced technological platforms, from one snap away 
Instagram to real life streams Twitch. Right to pri-

vacy is literally disappearing from the fabric of society. We 
humans need privacy; right to anonymity, especially in such 
crowding times and environment. People in modern states 
could make substantiated statements by choosing to remain 
anonymous and labeling pseudo identity to retain individu-
ality of the remark, while still holding accountable and an-
swerable to the state in the records. The catch is, by holding 
accountable, the statements are ensured of not being legally 
offensive to the state and any individual. Perhaps, with rel-
evance to the developing realities of Nagaland, we can as-
sess all the irregularities in our current system and deliberate 
more on regulating social and privacy rights of an individual 
in the future.

Kit Sumi Naga

We honor God’s name when we live like His children.

Palm Sunday as the Victory of Humility Tribal 
Opportunitism and 

Dishonourable 
Community Conduct

NIWN, Wing Condemn Election violence and Ill Practices

Five Small Ways to Triumph Over Worry

Introduction: Palm Sunday in most 
Christian Churches involves the distri-
bution of palms and a commemoration 
of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
amidst shouts of Hosanna. But what is 
the meaning of his decision to ride into 
Jerusalem on the back of a donkey?  It has 
everything to do with true victory being 
a victory of humility. Palm Sunday-When 
a conquering hero of the ancient world 
rode into town in triumph, it was in a regal 
chariot or on the back of a stately stallion. 
Legions of soldiers accompanied him in 
the victory procession. Triumphal arches, 
festooned with relief sculptures, were of-
ten erected to immortalize his valiant vic-
tory. 

After driving out demons, healing the 
sick, and raising the dead, it was time for 
the King of Kings to enter the Holy City. 
But to do so, he rode not on the back of 
a warhorse, but a donkey. His compan-
ions accompanied him brandishing not 

swords, but palm branches. The monu-
ment to his victory, erected a week later, 
was not an arch, but a crucifix. His earthly 
beginning was frightfully humble. And his 
earthly end would be no different. The 
wood of the manger prefigured the wood 
of the cross.

From beginning to end, the details are 
humiliating. No room in the inn. Born 
amidst the stench of a stable. Hunted by 
Herod’s henchmen. Growing up in a far-
flung province of the Roman Empire–Gali-
lee, the land where the country accent is 
so thick, you can cut it with a knife. How it 
that the high priest’s servant-girl knew Pe-
ter was a disciple of Jesus? His hillbilly ac-
cent gave him away (Matthew 26:73). Jesus 
disciples were not cultured, learned men 
of ability. They were drawn from the low-
life of a backwater region. When one of his 
closest companions offered to betray him, 
he did not require millions. Jesus’ worth 
was reckoned to be no more than the Old 
Testament “book value” for a slave–thirty 
pieces of silver (Ex 21;32). When he was 
finally handed over to the Romans, he 
was not given the punishment meted out 
to Roman citizens. Beheading was the 
quick, dignified way to execute someone 
of any standing. Instead Jesus was 
given punishments reserved only 
for slaves and rebellious members 
of subjugated peoples – flagellation 
and crucifixion. These two penal-
ties were not just about the pain, but 
about the humiliation. In first cen-
tury Judea, men and women typi-
cally covered themselves from head 
to toe, even in the scorching heat. A 
crucified man was stripped naked 
and put on display for all to see. But 
this is not primary a story of violence 
and humiliation. The events of Holy 
Week are much more about love and 
humility.

That’s why on Passion Sunday 
we read the powerful words of Paul’s 
letter from the Philippians (2:6-11). 
Though the Divine Word was God, 

dwelling in the serene heights of heavenly 
glory, he freely plunged to the depths of 
human misery, joining himself to our frail 
nature, entering into our turbulent world. 
As if this act of humility were not enough, 
he further humbled himself, accepting the 
status of a slave. His act of stooping down 
to wash the feet of his disciples (Jn 13) was 
a parable of his whole human existence, 
for this act was regarded as so undigni-
fied that not even Israelite slaves could be 
compelled to do it. But that’s just it. Jesus 
was not compelled to do it. He willingly 
lowered himself in his birth, in his minis-
try, in his death. No one took his life from 
him. He freely laid down his own life (Jn 
10:18). Others did not have the chance to 
humble him; he humbled himself.

Humility is above all God’s way: God 
humbles himself to walk with his people, 
to put up with their infidelity. This is clear 
when we read the Book of Exodus. How 
humiliating for the Lord to hear all that 
grumbling, all those complaints against 
Moses, but ultimately against him, their 
Father, who brought them out of slav-
ery and was leading them on the journey 
through the desert to the land of freedom.
Conclusion: Humility is not a sign of 

weakness. Just as arrogance reveals inse-
curity, humility demonstrates strength of 
character. Consider the humble nun from 
Kolkata, Mother Theresa, and the power 
she wielded in changing the lives of so 
many of India’s poor. Mahatma Gandhi 
likewise was a very humble man. Although 
educated as an attorney, he lived a simple 
life and even wove his own garments. Yet 
through humility and nonviolence, for 
which Gandhi credits Jesus after reading 
the Sermon on the Mount, he was able to 
help liberate his native India from British 
rule. Finally, humility attests to your level 
of spiritual growth and maturity. Humility 
is the realization that all your possessions, 
accomplishments and life are a gift from 
God. You no doubt realize how precious 
life is, how “by the grace of God” your life 
could be worse, much worse. Humility is 
your acknowledgement that you are God’s 
child. His instrument and servant. In this 
world the great are served by the humble, 
but as Jesus demonstrated, the humble are 
served only by the truly great.

"Some things are best expressed in private"
Will the same tribal and regional or-

ganisations, village councils, women, youth 
and student bodies, besides few others 
spending money to PUBLICLY congratulate 
and felicitate their respective tribesmen in 
the print media today for their recent elec-
toral success, PUBLICLY berate or condemn 
them in the print media tomorrow for any 
political failure, political misdeed or person-
al shortcomings as public leaders and repre-
sentatives?

Just as we publicly herald the success of 
our members and display our community 
pride, let us also start to publicly acknowl-
edge  the failures of our members and dis-
play our community shame!

"So as we fixed responsibilty upon others, 
let us also learn to accept responsibility"

When will Naga tribal organisations, 
the village and community institutions end 
the most shameful and hypocritical trait of 
washing their hands and not owing up re-
sponsibility for the injustice committed by 
members of their tribe against others, yet 
rising up in unison against any misdeed 
committed by members of other tribes upon 
one of theirs?

Falling silent and disappearing when 
people from our community are at fault 
only to reappear shouting when our mem-
bers of our community has been meted in-
justice!

We Christian Naga's need to exhibit social 
decency and revive the honourable tradition-
al characteristics of our pagan ancestors.

rutsapeter@gmail.com

T
he scenario of the state elec-
tion 2018 -  during and af-
ter the polls, has witnessed 
a grave situation. Besides 

widespread election extremes - such 
as money and muscle flexing, booth 
capturing , vandalismetc,  in the af-
termath of the just concluded elec-
tion and announcement of results, 
it has been reported through media 
and discussion sharings that there 
were wide spread violence, assault 
particularly on women. 

Most of the constituencies across 
Nagaland witnessed incidents of 
violence. Many families are reported 
to have been displaced, people ex- 
communicated from villages. There 
is fear psychosis, trauma, stress and 
particularly impacts women. 

In this regard, the Naga Indig-
enous Women Network ( NIWN) and 

Women in Governance ( WinG) take 
this matter seriously. Taking stock of 
the situation, NIWN and WinG in a 
joint sitting on March 24 in Kohima 
express unhapiness and concern in 
this rising crimes related to election. 
We express deep concern and sad-
ness for the unfortunate incidents of 
the physical asault on women. 

NIWN and WinG appeal to the 
government to create a peaceful at-
mosphere. We also request the con-
cern authority( s) the village coun-
cils  to repeal the ex-communication 
orders on humanitarian ground. We 
appeal the district administrations 
to intervene and take up safety and 
security measures for victims os elec-
tion related violence. We request to 
take into consideration that such 
rehabilitation and welfare measures 
should not discriminate victims on 

the basis of tribe, clan or community. 
NIWN and WinG would like to 

reiterate that every adult have their 
freedom of choice to vote. That, to 
force a voter under duress is a vio-
lation of human rights. NIWN and 
WinG would like to state that such ill- 
practices and  violence as witnessed 
in this election 2018 should stop in 
future. 

Meanwhile NIWN and WinG 
would like to express our apprecia-
tion to the 5 ( five) women candidates 
who have come out to face election. 
We also acknowledge the role of 
women and men - at community , vil-
lage or district levels who have come 
out to intervene in preventing unde-
sired situations. We encourage such 
goodwill and pro active role of such 
initiatives. 

It is also learnt that there are con-

stituencies where the slogan of free 
and fair election , one man / woman 
one vote are being practice in spirit 
and deed during the voting. NIWN 
and WinG would like to express our 
appreciation for the same. 

Unlike other elections in Na-
galand, NIWN and WinG observed 
that this 2018 election has witnesed 
a grave situation and sets a negative 
trend. Given the magnitude of elec-
tion extremes - mal practices , money 
, power flexing. We feel that this elec-
tion is not setting a good trend. If such 
practices and systems continues the 
future elections are alarming. NIWN 
and WinG feels that this is an eroding 
of indigenous tribal values and ethos. 
We feel that such trend and practices 
should no longer continue for the 
betterment of the new generation in 
particular and the society at large. 

I
magine living in a near-constant state 
of agitation. Consider trying to get 
through the day with feelings of fear 
and hopelessness weighing you down, 

clouding your thoughts, affecting your judg-
ment. Think about how difficult it would be 
to take joy in life’s small moments, or even 
find the rhythm for your daily routine. This 
is a small sample of what anxiety can do to 

a person, and unfortunately, there’s a good 
chance someone reading this doesn’t have 
to imagine it.

With so much crazy stuff happening 
in our world today, it’s no surprise many 
Christians struggle with feelings of fear and 
worry. Those with serious cases of anxiety 
should even seek treatment from medical 
professionals. However, for the individual 
simply looking for a small victory over fear, 
there are a number of methods which help 

us let go of worry and turn our hearts to-
ward God. We may still feel afraid, but we 
can take courage knowing the Lord is with 
us.
Here are 5 small ways you can  
overcome worry:
1. Ask For Help
Being a Christian means learning to share 
one another's burdens (Galatians 6:2), yet 
many believers still choose to suffer alone. 
Perhaps we think our anxiety is too small of 
an issue. Maybe we’ve been taught to deal 
with it ourselves, or that bringing it up in 
conversation will make us appear weak. Re-
gardless of our motivations, no one should 
have to fight through anxiety alone. Some-
times merely talking about our personal 
struggles is enough to lighten the load. If 
you’re feeling overwhelmed don’t be afraid 
to ask for help.
2. Listen to Music
Whether its Audrey Assad’s stirring rendi-
tion of “Abide with Me”, Lauren Daigle’s 
“Trust in You”, or MercyMe’s wonder-struck 
anthem, “I Can Only Imagine”, Christian 
music offers listeners a plethora of ways 
to calm their soul and rest in God’s assur-
ance. It’s been said that the perfect recipe 
for failure is to look at our problems and 
subtract God from the equation, but listen-
ing to faith-based music helps put Jesus at 

the forefront of our minds. So, the next time 
worry tries to drag you down, turn on your 
favorite gospel song and remember that 
God is in control.
3. Study the Psalms
Speaking of music, the psalms can be a 
great source of encouragement for those 
struggling with depression and anxiety. 
They demonstrate how even the best disci-
ples have often battled the same emotions 
you’re feeling now. Despite all his works of 
praise, David composed plenty of psalms 
where he called on God in grief (Psalm 51) 
or fear (Psalm 59). Take a moment to study 
these words. Remember that other believ-
ers have walked the same path as you be-
fore, and with God’s help, they overcame 
their despair.
4. Be Still
Science tells us that humans respond to 
fear in two ways: Fight or Flight. Some peo-
ple choose to fight their anxiety by staying 
busy with work or hobbies. Others retreat 
by avoiding the problem, or worse, using 
substances to dull their emotions. God of-
fers us a third choice: Be still. Psalm 46:10 
instructs its readers to, “Be still, and know 
that I am God.” Fear has a way of clawing 
at our minds, infesting our every thought 
until we feel as though our brains will crack 
under the pressure. At times like this, God 

calls us to take a breath, be still, and know 
that he is God over all things, even our fear.
5. Remember His Command
The most common command found in all 
the Bible is, “Fear not”. God understands 
the workings of the human heart better 
than we do, and he has left this command 
in scripture to bolster our spirit in times 
of uncertainty. Just consider the following 
verses,

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
afraid or terrified because of them, for the 
Lord your God goes with you; he will never 
leave you nor forsake you.” - Deuteronomy 
31:6

“So do not fear, for I am with you; do 
not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold 
you with my righteous right hand.” - Isaiah 
41:10

“The Lord is my light and my salva-
tion—whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be 
afraid?” - Psalm 27:1

God is with us in every storm and every 
trial. Even when we feel most alone he is 
right beside us, comforting, strengthen-
ing, and at times, even mourning with us. 
Whatever today has in store, God will still 
be present tomorrow, and that is a very en-
couraging thought.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Delays and frus-
trations could plague you throughout the 
day, Aries, especially regarding communi-
cations. A young visitor you’re expecting at 

your home today could be delayed in some way and 
might not be able to call and let you know. Don’t waste 
any time worrying. Your friend is probably safe and will 
eventually turn up. Congested traffic and other unfore-
seen annoyances are probably to blame. Hang in there.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): If you’ve been 
thinking about taking a trip, Taurus, this isn’t 
the day to make plans. Whatever you learn 
today about airline schedules or hotels may 

not reflect the situation as it really is. If you wait a few 
days, things should go far more smoothly. If you al-
ready have plans to leave, expect some delays. Don’t let 
them put you in a gloomy state of mind! Make up your 
mind to have fun!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): A letter or phone 
call regarding money that you may be expect-
ing may still not come today, Gemini. This 
could put you in a panic and cause you to 

want to phone those responsible to see what’s going 
on. Don’t be surprised if you end up playing phone tag. 
This just isn’t a good day for any sort of communica-
tion. Your call will come. Just hang in there for a day or 
two more.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): An invitation 
to a social event could come today, Can-
cer, and you probably won’t want to go. The 
people involved may not have anything in 

common with you, and you’ll probably feel the event 
will be tedious and boring. Nonetheless, there may be 
business factors involved that could have you think-
ing you should go anyway. How urgent is the business? 
How important are the contacts? Think about it before 
you accept or decline.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Are you feeling a 
little under the weather, Leo? You may have 
been burning the candle at both ends. The 
obvious tip would be to slow down, but you 

might feel it isn’t possible now. Get as much rest as you 
can and be sure to eat right. Ask for help if urgent work 
needs to be done. That way it will get done quickly even 
if your energy level isn’t up to snuff.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A long-anticipated 
visit from a close friend or love partner may 
have to be postponed, Virgo. This could be 
rather disheartening. You may fear that the 

postponement implies that the visit will never happen, 
but this isn’t the case. Your friend has probably run into 
a few snags that need to be straightened out. Be patient 
and hang in there. All should work out as you want, al-
beit a bit later!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Career matters 
may be put on hold today, as important 
communications you’re expecting fail to 
come on time, Libra. As you’re anxious to 

conclude the matters involved, you could make your-
self crazy with frustration. Don’t do this. Find some-
thing else to do while you’re waiting and the time will 
pass more quickly. You’ll get something done besides. 
Your primary concern will be resolved, just not when 
you’d hoped. Be patient!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Short trips in 
your neighborhood may be rendered nearly 
impossible today by factors above and be-
yond your control, such as traffic, construc-

tion, or both, Scorpio. If you have errands to run, put 
them off. If you can, walk or ride a bicycle. If you must 
go in the car, however, make sure you have your favor-
ite music with you so you can do something while wait-
ing in traffic. Otherwise, you’ll go crazy with boredom.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): This isn’t 
the day to take care of paperwork, Sagittarius, 
particularly if it involves money. Your mental 
processes are slower than usual, and you may 

find that you’re easily distracted. Your mood won’t be all 
that great either, so it might be a good idea to wait a few 
days before tackling tasks like this. If the work is urgent, 
ask for help. You’ll be able to stay more focused if you do.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Commu-
nication with partners is likely to be poor 
to nonexistent today, Capricorn. This isn’t 
the time to enter into contract negotiations 

or other discussions that could affect your future in a 
major way. The prevailing mood is down, so whatever 
you decide today is apt to reflect that mood. It might be 
best to wait a few days until everyone is in a more posi-
tive frame of mind. Hang in there!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Whatever 
work you do today could go more slowly 
than usual, Aquarius, as you’re apt to be a bit 
distracted. You may be preoccupied with the 

past, especially with feelings and events you thought 
you’d long forgotten that affect your mood in various 
ways. This might be a good day to concentrate on rou-
tine tasks that you can do automatically, if possible. 
That way you’ll be as productive as always.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Phone calls and 
emails between you and your friends may 
get misplaced or otherwise go astray, Pisces. 
A little patience is called for when trying to 

reach anyone at this time, especially if modern tech-
nology is involved. If a matter is urgent, it might be 
best to do the old-fashioned thing and actually go see 
the person in question. That’s the only way to ensure 
reaching anyone right now.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

A
t the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution on 
Cape Cod, Massachusetts, snowdrifts piled up 
outside shuttered T-shirt shops, and wind and 
whitecaps lashed vessels tethered to empty 

piers in the harbour. The flood of sun-tanned tourists 
and research students that descends on this place in 
summer was still months away. The only visitor was a 
winter storm that hung over the coast, making travel in 
and out of the cedar-shingled town impossible. In a re-
search building downtown, at the end of a dimly lit hall-
way, Peter Wiebe sat with a stack of yellowed composi-
tion notebooks, reliving a lifetime spent on the ocean. 
Wiebe, a grizzled scientist emeritus, is transcribing his 
research cruise logs, which go back to 1962. His hand-
written notes archive a half-century of twilit cruises 
in the Antarctic and languorous equatorial days sur-
rounded by marine life.

‘It’s quite clear to me things are changing,’ he told 
me, after I asked him to think back on his decades on 
the ocean. ‘As a graduate student on one cruise, my logs 
talk about a hammerhead and two whitetips following 
the ship the whole time. On other cruises, we would fish 
for mahimahi and tuna, and occasionally catch a shark. 
Now we hardly ever see any big fish or sharks at all.’

Indeed, in oceanography, the big story over the past 
half century – the span of Wiebe’s career – has been the 
wholesale removal of the seas’ top predators through 
overfishing. But the story of the oceans for the coming 
century may be a revolution that starts from the bottom 
of the food chain, not the top.

‘I won’t be around to see it,’ Wiebe told me. ‘I wish 
I were.’

Plankton (taken from the Greek word for wanderer) 
are the plants, animals and microbes that are unable to 
overcome the influence of ocean currents, either be-
cause they’re too small, like bacteria, or because, as in 
the case of the indifferent jellyfish, they can’t be both-
ered. Wiebe’s speciality is zooplankton, the kaleido-
scopic, translucent animal world in miniature, much of 
which feeds on even smaller photosynthetic life called 
phytoplankton. To make the jump from photosynthesis 
to fish, birds and whales, you have to go through zoo-
plankton first.

Wiebe is part of a body of researchers worldwide 
working feverishly to find out how these grazers will be 
affected by an increasingly unfamiliar ocean, an ocean 
that absorbs 300,000 Hiroshimas of excess heat every 
day, and whose surface waters have already become 30 
per cent more acidic since the dawn of the Industrial 
Revolution.

‘When I first started, the idea that you could actu-
ally change the pH of the ocean just wasn’t there – no 
one expected us to be able to do it,’ Wiebe told me. 
‘Certainly, no one expected us to be able to do it at the 
pace we’re doing it, at a pace that far surpasses anything 
natural that has ever happened.’

Nowhere on Earth are these changes more appar-
ent than at the poles. Every year, in the Southern Ocean, 
swirling blue-green eddies of phytoplankton pulse with 
the seasons. These hurricanes of life are vast enough to 
be visible from space, but invisible in a handful of wa-
ter. Pteropods – tiny translucent snails that long ago left 
the ocean bottom for a life of fluttering through the sea 
on winged feet – can mow huge patches of these car-
bon-rich blooms in a day. Along with other zooplank-
ton such as krill, they drive the so-called biological car-
bon pump.

When zooplankton such as pteropods feast on the 
bloom, some of it sinks to the deep in a marine snow-
drift of poop, half-eaten meals and other webs of pro-
tein that gather organic bits and pieces as they fall to the 
ocean floor. With 300 million tons of carbon shuttled to 
the deep every year in this manner, it’s a blizzard that 
can accumulate over time. The White Cliffs of Dover 
are one such edifice of plankton. And pteropods them-
selves, which sink like stones when they’re not beating 
their gossamer wings, can pile up on the sea floor by the 
billions, forming carbon-rich oozes.

However, just as important as their role in shuttling 
carbon to the deep is their place in the marine foodweb. 
Pteropods feed whales, fish and seabirds alike. They are 
the crucial second step in the transformative process 
that coverts sunlight into whales.

If they are esoteric to Westerners, pteropods are a 
bona fide cultural phenomenon elsewhere. In Japan, 
shell-less pteropods known as sea angels that prey 
exclusively on sea butterflies (their shelled relatives) 
frequently wash ashore, borne on currents from the 
arctic. The Japanese are obsessed with these visitors. 
Pteropods have inspired two Pokemon characters, a 
pteropod Hello Kitty, and tiny pteropod figurines that 
Sapporo occasionally packages along with its beer.
The roiling drama of the planktonic world is a theatre 

of ambush predators, hermaphrodites and mucus-
hurling cannibals

Researchers are also doing their best to glamorise 
pteropods, in an attempt to garner public attention 
and funding. They are trying to rebrand pteropods and 

their ilk as ‘charismatic microfauna’ and with good rea-
son. The roiling drama of the planktonic world is wilder 
than any savannah or jungle. It is a theatre of ambush 
predators, hermaphrodites and mucus-hurling canni-
bals.

If the film March of the Penguins (2005) was mar-
keted on the premise that traditional family values pre-
vail in the animal kingdom, the life cycle of pteropods 
would seem to represent a rebuttal. Male pteropods 
mate with each other, and then switch genders while 
holding onto the sperm, which they use to fertilise 
themselves. To feed, they cast out giant webs of slime 
that occasionally ensnare their fellow pteropods, whose 
innards they promptly suck out. The tiny snails have a 
softer side as well, with some species tenderly rearing 
their babies inside their shells. When they’re frightened, 
they nervously retract their wings, and plummet to the 
depths. It’s a sound strategy in a world where predators 
attack from all directions in space, with all manner of 
sci-fi appendages, including bioluminescent snares.

When they aren’t being hunted, much of the ptero-
pods’ lives are spent dancing in the water column in a 
lilting flutter. The animals are hypnotising to watch, but 
it isn’t their ghostly beauty that attracts researchers. It 
is their alarming vulnerability. In the icy waters of the 
Antarctic, they are already beginning to dissolve.

In 2008, during an Antarctic research cruise north 
of the old whaling redoubt of South Georgia Island, the 
marine biologist Nina Bednaršek began to pull up net 
tows of the tiny marine snails. As expected, the nets 
were lined with pteropods, but something was off: 
their delicate calcium carbonate shells were pitted with 
holes.

Carbon dioxide reacts with seawater to make car-
bonic acid. Deep seawater naturally has more carbon 
dioxide, and less oxygen, simply because it is old. It has 
been breathed for centuries by everything alive in the 
ocean without remixing with oxygen from the surface. 
These frigid depths are a natural source of acidic wa-
ter that wells up from time to time. When the water is 
acidic enough it dissolves calcium carbonate of the sort 
that makes up pteropod shells.

‘In the Southern Ocean, that usually happens at 750 
meters down,’ Bednaršek told me. The depth is impor-
tant, as Antarctic pteropods typically dive no deeper 
than 400 meters. ‘But we found the dissolution was 
starting to happen at 125 to 375 meters.’

The process works the same whether the carbon 
dioxide is from volcanoes or Volvos

She attributes this rising corrosive horizon to the ad-
ditional input of anthropogenic carbon dioxide. When 
more carbon dioxide goes into the atmosphere than 
is removed, the balance not only traps infrared radia-
tion that warms the air, but also makes the ocean more 
acidic (as the paleontologist Peter Ward likes to say, the 
process works the same whether the carbon dioxide is 
from volcanoes or Volvos).

According to some models, by 2050 this rising brew 
of more acidic water will reach the surface waters of the 
Antarctic, and calcium carbonate will begin to dissolve 
throughout much of the Southern Ocean.

‘It’s not a question of if pteropods will be dissolving, 
or if they will be compromised – it is certain they will 
be,’ Bednaršek said.

Her colleague Richard Feely at the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) Pacific Ma-
rine Environmental Laboratory in Seattle says that the 
dissolution of pteropods and other calcifying plankton 
could jam the biological carbon pump, a crucial part of 
the Earth’s living thermoregulatory system.

‘We would expect that it will get more and more dif-
ficult for the ocean to take up carbon dioxide the more 
carbon dioxide we add,’ Feely told me. ‘At this point, it’s 
still something of an open question, but it’s the fore-
most question marine scientists are working on now.’

Feely’s own interest is more than academic. From 
his office in America’s Pacific Northwest, he has 
watched with mounting alarm as more acidic waters 
have welled up from the deep ocean. It is the same cor-
rosive water mass that recently wiped out oyster farms 
in Puget Sound.

The flip side of a more acidic ocean is a warmer one, 
and this too has consequences that could shake up the 
food web, beginning at the bottom – and again, the first 
omens of this phenomenon can be seen in the Antarc-
tic. Though Antarctic sea ice has in fact grown in recent 
years (perhaps in response to changing weather pat-
terns), the loss of ice cover in previous years has had a 
devastating effect on krill, the bedrock of the Antarctic 
ecosystem. Krill feed on the green algae that coats the 
ceiling of sea ice that floats atop the Southern Ocean. 
As ice declined in recent decades, krill saw their popu-
lations drop by as much as 80 per cent. They’re being 
replaced by weedier, barrel-shaped jelly animals called 
salps that thrive in less productive waters. But unlike 
krill, salps don’t sate the hunger of seals, whales, and 
penguins.

The effects of warmer water have begun to show up 
away from the poles. At NOAA’s Narragansett Labora-
tory in Rhode Island, Feely’s colleague Kevin Friedland 

has watched wild swings in ocean temperatures wreak 
havoc on the bottom of the food chain. One of the most 
ecologically and economically important species of zo-
oplankton in New England is a cold-water shrimp-like 
crustacean called calanus finmarchicus. It is one of the 
copepods – a group that rivals krill for comprising the 
most biomass on planet Earth – and it is the lifeblood 
of the centuries-old New England fishing industry. It 
is also a tremendous conveyor of carbon to the deep 
ocean.

New England saw the warmest sea surface temper-
atures in its recorded history in 2012 and, as a result, 
2013 was a catastrophic year for plankton. At his office 
in Rhode Island, Friedland showed me a graphic on his 
computer of the chlorophyll levels in the Northwest 
Atlantic as captured from space, where different inten-
sities of green marked the success or failure of phyto-
plankton over the years. Last year’s bloom was a dull 
brown.

‘There was basically no bloom at all,’ he said.
After the phytoplankton failed to arrive in the 

spring, so did the grazing copepods, which appeared in 
their smallest numbers ever. While the extremely warm 
water of 2012 was likely an aberration that only briefly 
upset the physical conditions that typically prevail off 
the coast of New England, a long-term trend is never-
theless unmistakable: the bloom is coming earlier and 
earlier every year.

‘Fish stocks time their reproduction to the bloom,’ 
Friedland told me. ‘If the bloom starts moving around 
– if things are out of synch – that could be problematic.’ 
It likely already is. Despite drastic cuts to cod quotas in 
recent years, the fish have failed to rebound in the Gulf 
of Maine after decades of overfishing.

And the copepods are on the move. Just as warmer 
water fish have taken up residence in more northern 
climes – for example, hake in Maine or mackerel in Ice-
land – in the North Seacalanus finmarchicus is giving 
ground to a less desirable cousin from warmer water, 
calanus helgolandicus, whose life cycle is not co-ordi-
nated with that of local fish, causing chaos for fisheries 
managers. Zooplankton in the area has shifted its range 
by 10 degrees latitude northward in recent decades, a 
migration that moved it some 700 miles closer to the 
pole.

Warm-water zooplankton is typically smaller than 
the colder-water zooplankton it replaces. This is be-
cause warm water holds less oxygen and is more strati-
fied, meaning nutrients are less likely to cycle to the 
surface and animals have to do more with less. Being 
smaller, these animals produce smaller packages of 
carbon to deliver to the sea floor. It’s possible that this 
process could limit the efficiency of Earth’s biological 
carbon pump, setting up a nasty feedback loop in the 
process.

The loss in productivity in the surface waters will 
reduce the animals on the ocean’s bottom by a mass 
equivalent to the entire human population

For the ghoulish creatures that inhabit the frigid 
depths of the ocean floor, far removed from the tumult 
taking place at the surface, this reduction of carbon flux 
could prove devastating. Despite a life spent in perpet-
ual midnight – the sun a half-remembered myth from 
evolutionary history – these animals still run on the 
solar power generated miles above, which eventually 
snows down as consumable organic matter. One study 
estimates that by century’s end, the loss in productivity 
in the surface waters will have reduced the animals on 
the ocean’s bottom by a mass equivalent to the entire 
human population.

This shift in the carbon cycle is unprecedented in 
recent history, but something like it might have hap-
pened before in the planet’s deep history. James Zachos, 
an palaeoceanographer at the University of California 
Santa Cruz, found one such echo in the fossil record by 

travelling to the Walvis Ridge off the coast of Namibia, 
where he drilled deep into the Earth and pulled up a 
series of sediment cores – long chalky tubes made up 
of thousands of years’ accumulation of marine snow. 
They all bore the striking signature of an ancient acidi-
fying ocean: an abrupt dark layer of dusky red clay 
where calcium carbonate had been dissolved away by 
more acidic water.

Though it happened during a spell that lasted more 
than 1,000 years – compared with the decades-long 
time-scale of the modern eruption of carbon dioxide 
– a curiously gigantic discharge of CO

2
 appears in the 

fossil record coincident with these unusual clay lay-
ers 55 million years ago. It is suspected that the carbon 
came from underwater volcanoes in the North Atlantic 
that melted frozen methane deposits (methane, itself a 
greenhouse gas, degrades to carbon dioxide in the at-
mosphere). This event, the Palaeocene-Eocene Ther-
mal Maximum (PETM), sent temperatures soaring and 
alligators scurrying, up to the balmy northern shores of 
Canada. In the oceans, up to a half of all single-celled 
calcium carbonate-secreting animals (called foraminif-
era) at the ocean’s bottom went extinct. Yet for all this 
ecological reorganisation, the PETM did not result in 
any other mass extinctions, which would be comfort-
ing, except that some attribute it to the longer timescale 
involved.

‘The difference between then and now is the rate,’ 
Zachos told me. And the rate, it turns out, is everything. 
How quickly carbon dioxide levels spike is much more 
important than the total volume of carbon released in 
determining the severity of an acidification episode. 
‘In some ways the PETM is sort of the best analogy to 
today in terms of the rate of carbon emissions, the ex-
tent of climate change and the changes in ocean car-
bonate chemistry’ he said. ‘Having said that, the rates 
of change back then were about an order of magnitude 
slower than anthropogenic changes.’

The planet was also rescued, strangely enough, by 
the beneficent, haunting effect of long-dead plankton. 
It turns out that even in death, plankton can support 
life, by providing an emergency brake for a planet 
careening dangerously out of control. Like today, the 
surface waters of the PETM absorbed gigatons of 
carbon dioxide. When the oceans turned over, these 
more acidic waters eventually reached the bottom, 
and the corrosive water dissolved the thick seams of 
dead plankton lying in repose on the sea floor. The re-
sult was something like an antacid settling a dyspeptic 
stomach. The dissolution of the carbonate shells act-
ed as a buffer, balancing the ocean’s pH so that within 
100,000 years, the oceans were once again saturated 
with calcium carbonate.

‘The turnover time of the ocean is about 1,000 
years,’ Zachos told me. ‘But most of the anthropo-
genic CO₂ is accumulating in the upper ocean within 
100 years. The ocean can’t mix it fast enough into the 
deep sea.’ By 2050, Zachos expects the ocean’s pH to 
drop by the same amount as during the entire PETM. 
Despite these whiplash changes, Zachos expects that 
the ocean’s chemistry will be restored eventually, even 
if it takes more than 100,000 years. But no one knows 
what will happen in the short term. Perhaps evolution 
or animal physiology will surprise us, keeping up with 
the dramatic changes afoot. Or maybe there will be a 
mass extinction. All anyone knows is that everything is 
in flux.

At the end of our chat, Peter Wiebe gave me a hand-
ful of studies on zooplankton to read and wished me 
well, eager to get back to his time-worn journals docu-
menting his life on the sea. I brace myself for the cold 
and stepped back out into the storm. The streets were 
blanketed in white and the downtown was silent. For 
the time being, the snow was still falling – above and 
below the waves.

Acid Trap Earth’s oceans are beginning to warm 
and turn acidic, endangering plankton 

and the entire marine food chain
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Social activist Anna Hazare during his indefinite hunger strike in New 
Delhi on Saturday.
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Lalu Prasad (File Photo)
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Journalists from various organisations protest outside the police 
headquarter in New Delhi, on Saturday. 

Amit Shah

A bomb to every Pakistani 
bullet only solution — Shah

China’s attempt to change status quo may 
lead to another Doklam — Indian envoy

ED seizes Nirav Modi valuables worth INR 36 cr. 

Government’s draft useless, will continue fast — Anna Hazare Son of 
Geelani’s 
successor 
joins Hizbul

Lalu Prasad sentenced to 14 
years jail in fourth fodder scam 

Amit Shah insulted people of Andhra 
Pradesh — Chandrababu Naidu

AAP MLAs should quit on 
moral ground — Congress

Media associations demand strict 
action for assault of journalists

Kovind, Modi urge stakeholders to help eliminate TB by 2025 

New Delhi, March 24 
(IANS): BJP President Amit 
Shah said on Saturday that 
“a bomb to every bullet” is 
the only solution for Paki-
stan which has still been in-
filtrating terrorists in India.

In an interview with 
Aaj Tak, Shah said that 
India will respond with a 
bomb to every Pakistani 
bullet. “This is the only 
solution. We can’t have 
peace talks amid bullets 
and bombs,” he said to 
a query, why despite the 
surgical strikes, the situ-
ation along the Line of 
Control has not changed 
with Pakistan still infiltrat-
ing terrorists into India.

Despite party’s loss in 
Gorakhpur and Phulpur 
by-polls in Uttar Pradesh, 
Shah claimed that the BJP 
will win with a massive ma-
jority in the forthcoming 
Karnataka assembly polls 
and the 2019 general elec-
tions under the guidance 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. 

“We have formed a 
committee to look into 
the reason for the losses 
and will deliberate on its 
report. Bypolls are fought 

Beijing, March 24 (IANS): 
Any attempt by China to 
change the status quo 
along the Indian border 
may lead to another Dok-
lam-like stand-off, India’s 
envoy Gautam Bambawale 
has said, adding that the 
best way to prevent such 
incidents is through candid 
and frank talks.

In an interview to the 
Hong Kong-based South 
China Morning Post, Bam-
bwale said the un-demar-
cated border between In-
dia and China is “the most 
serious problem between 
the two countries” and 
they need to redefine the 
boundary soon.

Bambawale said New 
Delhi will oppose the 
China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) but won’t 
let the difference over Belt 
and Road become a dis-
pute with Beijing. He also 
downplayed the reports of 
India joining the bloc of the 
US, Japan and Australia to 

counter China.
The two militaries were 

locked in a 73-day stand-
off at Doklam in the east-
ern sector of their border 
last year. The issue was re-
solved in August, only after 
souring the bilateral ties.

“In order to maintain 
the peace and tranquil-
lity (along India-China 
border), there are cer-
tain areas, certain sectors 
which are very sensitive, 
where we must not change 
the status quo. If anyone 
changes the status quo, it 
will lead to a situation like 
what happened in Dok-
lam,” Bambawale said in 
the interview published on 
Saturday.

“In the sense that if the 
Chinese military are going 
to build a road, they must 
tell us ‘we are going to build 
a road’. If we do not agree 
to it then we can reply that, 
‘look, you’re changing the 
status quo. Please don’t do 
it. This is a very very sensi-

tive area’,” he said.
On India’s concerns 

about China’s Belt and 
Road project, Bambawale 
said if the initiative meets 
the norms of an interna-
tional programme then 
New Delhi has no problem.

The CPEC is the flag-
ship project of China’s Belt 
and Road project, a net-
work of roads, ports and 
sea lanes that aims to con-
nect Asia, Africa and Eu-
rope. India opposes it as it 
cuts through Kashmir held 
by Pakistan, but claimed 
by it.

Asked about India’s 
concerns over China mak-
ing inroads into its neigh-
bourhood, he said New 
Delhi was not worried 
about it.

“Let me tell you very 
clearly that India has its 
own relationships with all 
these countries. These are 
very strong relationships 
and India is also doing a 
lot of projects in coun-

tries like Maldives, Ne-
pal or Sri Lanka. So, our 
relationships with these 
countries are very strong, 
they are historical, peo-
ple-to-people contacts.” “I 
don’t think we are worried 
about what China is doing. 
Those countries are free 
to have relationships with 
any third country, includ-
ing China.”

On the talks of India 
joining an emerging bloc 
called Quad, Bambawale 
sought to allay China’s 
fears. “I do not see India 
becoming part of any al-
liance. Let me also repeat 
what I have already said to 
you before.”

The envoy said that 
there are hosts of bilateral 
meetings lined-up, includ-
ing the one between Indi-
an Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping on 
the sidelines of the Shang-
hai Cooperation Summit 
in June.

New Delhi, March 24 
(IANS): The Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) 
on Saturday said it seized 
valuables worth over Rs 
36 crore of absconding 
diamond jeweller Nirav 
Modi in connection with 
an ongoing probe into 
the Rs 14,500 crore Pun-
jab National Bank (PNB) 
fraud case.

An ED official told 
IANS that joint searches 
with the CBI were carried 
from Thursday to early 
Saturday at Nirav Modi’s 
palatial ‘Samudra Mahal’ 
residence in Mumbai.

The items seized in-
cluded Rs 10-crore dia-
mond ring, antique jew-
ellery worth Rs 15 crore, 
high-end watches valued 
at Rs 1.40 crore, Rs 10 
crore-worth paintings by 
renowned artists including 
M.F. Hussain, K.K. Hebbar 
and Amrita Shergil. 

The searches were con-
ducted as part of a money 
trail by the ED and CBI 
after cases were registered 
against Nirav Modi and 
his business partner and 
uncle Mehul Choksi of 
the Gitanjali Group for 
defrauding the banks. 

Choksi and Nirav Modi 
fled the country in January 
around a month before 
the PNB filed its first com-
plaint against them. They 
are still at large.

So far, the ED has car-
ried out searches at some 
251 properties across the 
country and seized dia-
mond, gold, pearls, pre-
cious and semi-precious 
stones.

T h e  E D  h a s  a l s o 
claimed to have attached 
immovable properties be-
longing to their business 
groups to the tune of Rs 
7,638 crore.

New Delhi, March 24 
(IANS): The indefinite 
hunger strike by social 
activist Anna Hazare 
is set to continue fur-
ther after he reportedly 
found the draft sent 
by the government to 
address his demands 
“useless”.

“We have received 
the draft from the gov-
ernment. But Annaji 
said it was useless as it 
has nothing new but 
old assurances. It is 
a routine document. 
At least, any minister 
should meet him,” said 
Sushil Bhatt, a core 
committee member of 
Team Anna. 

Hazare had on Fri-
day said he would hold 
discussions with the 
government during the 
agitation but his “Satya-
graha” of an indefinite 
hunger strike would 

Srinagar, March 24 
(IANS):  A day after 
the son of the succes-
sor of separatist lead-
er Syed Ali Geelani 
as party chief, went 
missing,  his photo 
wielding a rifle ap-
peared on social me-
dia on Saturday with 
the caption proclaim-
ing he had joined the 
Hizbul Mujahideen, 
police said.

T h e  b r o t h e r  o f 
Junaid Ashraf Wani, 
26, whose father Mu-
hammad Ashraf Se-
hrai, who succeeded 
Geelani as chief of the 
Tehreek-e-Hurriyat, 
came to a local po-
lice station on Friday 
to lodge a report that 
Junaid had gone miss-
ing from his home, a 
police officer said.

“Today his picture 
wielding an AK-47 rifle 
was circulated on the 
social media.

 A message posted 
with the picture said 
Junaid had joined the 
Hizb ul Mujahideen 
(HM) militant outfit,” 
the officer said, adding 
that police were ascer-
taining the facts.

Earlier this week, 
Sehrai was elected as 
the chief of Geelani’s 
party after Geelani de-
cided to step down.

New Delhi, March 24 (IANS): On World Tuberculosis 
(TB) Day, President Ram Nath Kovind and Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Saturday urged all stakehold-
ers to help eliminate the disease by 2025.

“On World Tuberculosis Day, I call upon all stake-
holders to come together to fight tuberculosis. TB 
continues to be one of the biggest public health chal-
lenges in our country. The time has come for all of us 
to join hands to eliminate TB from India by 2025,” the 
President tweeted.

“In the spirit of this year’s World TB Day theme of 
‘Wanted: Leaders for a TB-free world’, I urge citizens 
and organisations to take the lead in the movement 
to end TB. A TB-free world is a wonderful service to 

humanity,” Modi tweeted.
“While the world has set a target of 2030 for TB 

elimination, we in India want to become TB-free by 
2025! At the recent Delhi End TB Summit, I spoke more 
about the subject,” he said in another tweet attaching 
a news report of about his speech on TB on March 13.

The World TB Day is observed to raise public 
awareness about the devastating health, social and 
economic consequences of tuberculosis and to step 
up efforts to end the global epidemic. 

The date marks the day in 1882 when Robert Koch 
announced that he had discovered the bacterium that 
causes TB, which opened the way towards diagnosing 
and curing this disease.

Ranchi, March 24 (IANS): 
Former Bihar Chief Min-
ister Lalu Prasad will be 
jailed for 14 years in the 
fourth fodder scam case 
he has been convicted in, 
with a special CBI court 
here on Saturday sentenc-
ing him to seven years each 
in two cases under it, and 
ordering the sentences run 
consecutively.

Pronouncing the sen-
tence, CBI judge Shivpal 
Singh sentenced the Rash-
triya Janatya Dal (RJD) 
supremo to seven years 
rigorous imprisonment on 
the various sections of the 
Indian Penal Code he has 
been charged under and 
levied a fine of Rs 30 lakh, 
which if unpaid, would en-
tail a further year’s simple 
imprisonment. 

The court on March 
19 convicted Lalu Prasad 
in the fourth fodder scam 
case but acquitted another 
former Chief Minister Jag-
annath Mishra.

Both Lalu Prasad and 
Mishra are facing five cases 
each in the fodder scam in 
Ranchi. There were 31 ac-
cused in this case, of which 
19 were convicted and 12 
acquitted. Lalu Prasad was 
convicted in the first fod-
der scam case in 2013 and 

Amaravati, March 24 
(IANS): Andhra Pradesh 
Chief Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu on Satur-
day termed BJP President 
Amit Shah’s letter as an 
insult to people of the 
state.

Speaking in the state 
Legislative Assembly, 
the Telugu Desam Party 
(TDP) chief alleged that 
the BJP chief tried to mis-
represent the facts, hurt-
ing the sentiments of the 
Telugu people.

Defending his party’s 
decision to quit the BJP-
led NDA, Naidu said this 
was done to respect the 
feelings of people, who 
were feeling betrayed by 
the Central government. 
He said the NDA did not 
discharge its responsibil-
ity towards its ally and the 
state.

The TDP leader al-
leged that BJP had done 
graver injustice to And-
hra Pradesh than the 
Congress. He said while 
Congress bifurcated the 
state in an unjust man-
ner, the BJP failed to fulfil 
the commitments made 
in Andhra Pradesh Reor-
ganisation Act.

Naidu’s reaction came 

hours after BJP released 
a letter written by Shah 
in which he stated that 
TDP’s decision to quit the 
NDA was unilateral “guid-
ed wholly and solely by 
political considerations 
instead of development 
concerns”. 

In a nine-page March 
23 letter released on Sat-
urday, Shah described as 
“untrue and baseless” the 
TDP chief ’s allegations 
that the BJP was not sen-
sitive to the aspirations 
of the people of Andhra 
Pradesh.

Naidu took strong ex-
ception to the BJP Presi-
dent attributing ulterior 
motives to him. “You may 
have that habit, I don’t 
have,” he said, reacting to 
Shah’s remark that he was 
looking to divert the funds 
received from the Central 
government.

Slamming Shah for 
using some strong words 
in the letter, Naidu said it 
reflect the functioning of 
the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice (PMO).

Disputing Shah’s claim 
that the Central govern-
ment extended all help 
to the state, he dared him 
to come out with facts 

and respond to the points 
raised by him in his letter 
earlier.

The TDP chief read 
out excerpts from the let-
ter written by him and 
Shah’s reply. 

He made a point by 
point rebuttal to assert 
that the Central govern-
ment failed to come to 
state’s rescue.

Naidu also told the 
Assembly that even the 
funds which the Central 
government had to give 
to the state towards the 
share in the taxes were 
being shown under the 
assistance extended to 
the state during last four 
years.

Earlier, Naidu’s son 
Nara Lokesh said Amit 
Shah had no knowledge 
of the state’s issues.

He said the BJP chief 
wrote the letter without 
complete understanding 
of the problems faced by 
the state.

Lokesh, who is also a 
cabinet minister, denied 
Amit Shah’s allegation 
that the state did not 
submit utilisation cer-
tificates for the funds 
released by the Central 
government.

New Delhi, March 24 
(IANS): After the Delhi 
High Court restored the 
assembly membership of 
20 AAP MLAs who were 
disqualified for holding 
offices of profit, the Con-
gress on Friday demand-
ed that ruling party MLAs 
and 12 MLAs in Manipur 
should resign on moral 
ground for violating con-
stitutional laws.

It also alleged that one 
Congress MLA in Ma-
nipur, T.H. Shyamkumar, 
defected just after the an-
nouncement of the result 
and was appointment a 
minister in the state cabi-
net by the BJP.

“He has not even re-
signed and is still con-
tinuing as a minister in 
the most blatant act of 
illegality and sheer politi-
cal opportunism,” it said.

The party also cited 
the example of former 
Congress President Sonia 
Gandhi, who had resigned 
when the office of profit 
controversy broke out and 
had fought again to win 
the election.

“We respect the judg-
ment of High Court which 
has directed the Election 

Commission to hear the 
complaint against 20 AAP 
MLAs for holding office of 
profit, but we would like 
to raise some important 
questions,” said Congress 
leader Sushmita Dev.

“Both the BJP and the 
AAP are now in the same 
boat. No doubt the rules 
of natural justice have 
been upheld, but just 
like the AAP has made an 
absolute mockery of the 
laws, the BJP is flouting 
every rule in Manipur. 
Just like the AAP, the BJP 
is also guilty of the same 
illegality in Manipur,” she 
added.

“After, the Supreme 
Court order of July 26, 
2017 in the case of Bi-
molangshu Roy v. State 
of Assam, it is the law of 
the land that such laws 
appointing people as par-
liamentary secretaries is 
without legislative com-
petence and therefore any 
person having held such 
position must be disquali-
fied,” she said.

The party said the 
BJP’s government in Ma-
nipur is functioning in 
complete violation of the 
constitutional laws.

New Delhi, March 24 
(IANS): Journalist associa-
tions on Saturday demand-
ed strict action against Del-
hi Police personal involved 
in assault and molestation 
of journalists covering a 
protest by students and 
teachers of the Jawaharlal 
Nehru University (JNU).

In a letter to Delhi Po-
lice Commissioner Amulya 
Patnaik, the Press Club Of 
India, the Indian Women’s 
Press Corps, the Press Asso-
ciation and the Federation 
of Press Clubs in India said 
journalists were beaten 

and molested despite tell-
ing police that they are 
from the media.

Condemning the as-
sault, the associations said 
two women journalists 
were roughed up; one of 
whom was intimidated 
and threatened by women 
police officers and even 
more shockingly, the other 
journalist was molested by 
Station House Officer Vidy-
adhar Singh. A third male 
journalist has his arm in a 
sling after being beaten up 
by policemen.

They said the journal-

ists were physically as-
saulted as they tried to 
take pictures of the protest, 
while police snatched their 
equipment and did not 
return it. 

On Friday, JNU teach-
ers and students held a 
protest march demand-
ing suspension of profes-
sor Atul Johri, accused of 
sexual harassment, and 
protesting against the re-
moval of some department 
heads and a coordinator 
for not complying with the 
University’s new attend-
ance rules.

As the hundreds of 
protesting students and 
teachers from the Univer-
sity marched towards Par-
liament, the Delhi Police 
undertook a baton charge 
and fired water canons on 
the agitators near the INA 
Market. 

Delhi Police on Satur-
day tendered their “deep-
est apologies” for the at-
tack on media personnel 
when police undertook a 
baton charge on protest-
ing students, with a senior 
officer stressing that police 
did not intend to obstruct 
the media from doing its 
job. 

with local issues in mind. 
Every local poll has differ-
ent dynamics. But in gen-
eral elections, big leaders 
and issues are involved. In 
2019, the BJP and the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) will get more seats,” 
Shah said.

Shah said the BJP start-
ed preparation for 2019 Lok 
Sabha polls the very next 
day after the government 
took oath in 2014. 

“We will contest the 
elections under his (Modi) 
guidance and popularity. 

The way Narendra Modi 
has run the government for 
four years, every state feels 
that India is going ahead. 
He is one of the most popu-
lar leaders in the world,” 
he said.

Asked about whether 
BJP could win more than 
50 seats in 2019 if Sama-
jwadi party and Bahujan 
Samaj Party come to-
gether, he said: “This is 
not easy. Now, the media is 
gung-ho about the results 
in these two seats (Gora-
khpur and Phulpur). We 

have lost eight seats, but 
have won in 11 states so far. 
No one mentions Tripura, 
where we won with a clean 
sweep.”

Shah also scoffed at 
Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi’s visits to temples, 
churches and mosques 
in Karnataka to win over 
voters. 

“He went to temples 
in Gujarat and Himachal 
too. But what happened? 
After 1967, the Congress 
has never won more than 
50 per cent of votes. We 
won 50 per cent of votes 
in Gujarat, Himachal and 
Tripura. To win 50 per cent 
of votes in a multiparty 
democratic system is a big 
mandate,” he said.

Asked about election 
promises made during 
2014 Lok Sabha poll cam-
paign and party’s biggest 
achievement that it will 
tout in the general elec-
tions, Shah said the BJP 
has tried to raise the liv-
ing standard of the poor, 
brought in an impartial 
and decisive government 
and boosted India’s pride 
and image.

On Sonia Gandhi’s lik-

ening of BJP’s slogan ‘India 
Shining’ in 2004, with the 
party’s 2014 winning slo-
gan ‘Achhe din aane waale 
hain’, Shah shot back, 
“What do you expect from 
her. Will she say Modi will 
win?”

He added that could 
anyone imagine that India 
will carry out surgical strike 
across the border like Israel 
and America to avenge the 
deaths of our soldiers, Isro 
will place 104 satellites in 
the orbit and an Indian PM 
would address the plenary 
session of the World Eco-
nomic Forum.

Shah, however, hailed 
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath, saying 
the state is on the right 
track. 

“There is zero corrup-
tion, problems of farm-
ers have been solved and 
there is law and order. 
Many investment sum-
mits will be held. Akhilesh 
Yadav (former chief min-
ister) could not hold such 
summits fearing untoward 
incidents. The state is mov-
ing in the right direction 
and will have double-digit 
growth,” he said.

awarded five years in jail.
He was convicted by 

a special CBI court in the 
second case on Decem-
ber 23, 2017, and awarded 
three and half years’ im-
prisonment on January 6.

He was convicted in the 
third case on January 24, 
related to fraudulent with-
drawals from the Chaibasa 
treasury, and got a five-year 
jail term.

The multi-million-ru-
pee fodder scam surfaced 
in the 1990s when Lalu 
Prasad was Chief Minister 
of undivided Bihar. The 
probe was handed over 
to the Central Bureau of 
Investigation on the Patna 
High Court’s order.

The bulk of the cases 
were transferred to Ranchi 
after Jharkhand was carved 
out of Bihar in 2000.

continue “till the govern-
ment comes out with a con-
crete action plan”. 

The second day of the 
agitation witnessed steady 
flow of people coming to 
iconic the Ramlila Maidan 
but majority of them were 
farmers while the middle 
class who displayed their 
anger during 2011 protest 
was found somewhat miss-

ing. 
Shivprasad Rajput, from 

Uttar Pradesh’s Raebare-
li, said: “We have neither 
ration at our homes nor 
money as we are under huge 
financial distress due to fall 
in prices. We see hope in 
Annaji. We will support him 
till our last breath. We will go 
back home only when our 
demands are accepted.”
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Peru’s President Martin Vizcarra smiles upon his arrival to the House of 
Pizarro also known as Government Palace, the presidential residence 
and workplace, in Lima, Peru, Friday, March 23, 2018. 

PTI

A girl holds a banner during a rally demanding peace in the Korean 
Peninsula near U.S. Embassy in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, March 
24, 2018. 

Ahmed Hassan

Trump bars most 
transgenders 
from US military 

North Korea agrees to inter-
Korean talks next week — Seoul

London tube train bomber 
sentenced to life in prison

UK regulators search 
Cambridge Analytica offices 

Martin Vizcarra sworn in 
as Peru’s new president 

Car bomb kills 
two in Egypt’s 
Alexandria

No more free reign to China, Trump after announcing tariffs 

Washington, March 24 
(IANS): US President Don-
ald Trump has moved 
ahead with his plan to ban 
most transgenders from 
serving in the military, with 
limited exceptions, follow-
ing up on a proposal he 
called for last year.

The White House is-
sued a memorandum on 
Friday night on policies 
determined by Defence 
Secretary Jim Mattis, stat-
ing that transgenders were 
“disqualified from military 
service except under lim-
ited circumstances”, The 
Hill magazine reported.

The memorandum, 
filed in the US District 
Court in Seattle, stated that 
“transgender persons with 
a history or diagnosis of 
gender dysphoria -- indi-
viduals who the policies 
state may require substan-
tial medical treatment, in-
cluding medications and 
surgery -- are disqualified 
from military service ex-
cept under certain limited 
circumstances”.

According to a Pen-
tagon memo about the 
policy, exceptions to the 
ban included people who 
have been “stable for 36 
consecutive months in 
their biological sex prior to 
accession”, servicemem-
bers who “do not require 

a change of gender” and 
troops who started serving 
under the Obama adminis-
tration’s policy prior to the 
new memo.

Mattis will have some 
leeway in implement-
ing the policy, the memo 
stated, as will Homeland 
Security Secretary Kirstjen 
Nielsen when it comes to 
the Coast Guard. 

The two top officials 
“may exercise their au-
thority to implement any 
appropriate policies con-
cerning military service by 
transgender individuals”, 
it said.

House Minority Leader 
Nancy Pelosi condemned 
the Trump administration’s 
move as “cowardly” and 
“disgusting”.

“This latest memo-
randum is the same cow-
ardly, disgusting ban the 
President announced last 
summer. No one with the 
strength and bravery to 
serve in the US military 
should be turned away 
because of who they are,” 
Pelosi said.

LGBT advocates also 
denounced the move. 
“There is simply no way to 
spin it, the Trump-Pence 
Administration is going all 
in on its discriminatory, 
unconstitutional and des-
picable ban on transgender 

troops,” Human Rights 
Campaign president Chad 
Griffin said.

“The Trump-Pence ad-
ministration’s continued 
insistence on targeting our 
military families for dis-
crimination is appalling, 
reckless and unpatriotic,” 
said American Military 
Partner Association presi-
dent Ashley Broadway-
Mack.

Trump first called for a 
ban on transgender troops 
last year and followed up 
by issuing a memo ban-
ning transgender people 
from enlisting. 

The ban has since been 
battled over in court, with 
Mattis in February giving 
Trump a final recommen-
dation. Several federal 
courts blocked Trump’s ini-
tial ban, with one ruling in 
November that the military 
would be forced to resume 
accepting transgender re-
cruits starting this year.

In February, the Pen-
tagon confirmed that one 
transgender recruit had 
joined a branch of the mili-
tary. It was unclear what 
Trump’s decision will mean 
for that unnamed recruit 
and the estimated thou-
sands of other transgen-
der Americans currently 
serving active duty in the 
military.

Seoul, March 24 (PTI/
AFP): North Korea today 
agreed to hold high-level 
talks with Seoul next week 
to discuss logistics for a rare 
inter-Korean summit, the 
South’s Unification Min-
istry said, as a diplomatic 
thaw on the peninsula 
gathers pace.

The two sides will each 
send a three-member del-
egation to the border truce 
village of Panmunjom on 
Thursday for talks aimed at 
paving the way for a sum-
mit due in late April, it said.

S o u t h  K o r e a  o n 
Wednesday had proposed 
holding high-level talks 
with the North to discuss 
details including the sum-
mit’s dates and agenda.

The talks will take place 
at the Unification Pavil-
ion building on the north-
ern side of Panmunjom, 
which sits on the border, 
with Seoul’s delegation led 

by Unification Minister 
Cho Myoung-gyon and his 
counterpart Ri Son Gwon 
heading Pyongyang’s.

The decision by Presi-
dent Moon Jae-in and 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un to meet came 
amid a rapid rapproche-
ment kicked off with the 
recent Winter Olympics in 
the South.

The United States and 
South Korea announced 
Tuesday that their annual 
joint military drills would 
go ahead next month, but 
the main exercise will be 
shortened by a month. 
The exercises have caused 
tensions for years, with 
Pyongyang condemning 
them as preparations for 
an invasion of the North.

The inter-Korean sum-
mit is due to be followed 
by a face-to-face meet-
ing between US President 
Donald Trump and Kim by 

London, March 24 (PTI/
AFP): British regulators 
today began searching the 
London offices of Cam-
bridge Analytica (CA), the 
scandal-hit communica-
tions firm at the heart of 
the Facebook data scandal, 
shortly after a judge ap-
proved a search warrant.

Around 18 enforce-
ment agents from the office 
of Information Commis-
sioner Elizabeth Denham 
entered the company’s 
London headquarters at 
around 1:30 am IST to ex-
ecute the warrant.

A full explanation of 
the legal ruling by Judge 
Anthony James Leonard 
will be issued on Tuesday, 

according to the court.
The data watchdog’s 

probe comes amid whistle-
blower accusations that 
CA, hired by Donald Trump 
during his primary cam-
paign, illegally mined tens 
of millions of users’ Face-
book data and then used 
it to target potential voters.

Fresh allegations also 
emerged Friday night 
about the firm’s involve-
ment in the 2016 Brexit 
referendum campaign.

Kaiser, 30, told the 
newspaper she felt the 
company’s repeated pub-
lic denials it ever worked 
on the poll misled British 
lawmakers and the public.

CA’s suspended chief 

executive Alexander Nix 
told MPs last month: “We 
did not work for Leave.EU. 
We have not undertaken 
any paid or unpaid work 
for them, OK?” 

Nix was suspended this 
week following the Face-
book revelations and a fur-
ther media sting in which 
he boasts about entrapping 
politicians and secretly op-
erating in elections around 
the world through shad-
owy front companies.

He has already been 
called to reappear before 
British lawmakers to ex-
plain “inconsistencies” in 
past testimony about the 
firm’s use of the data.

Meanwhile Facebook 

founder Mark Zuckerberg 
has been forced to issue 
a statement outlining his 
firm’s role in the scandal 
and apologised Wednesday 
to its billions of users for 
the breach. 

The company has seen 
its stock market value 
plunge by around USD 
75 million amid the crisis, 
as shares closed the week 
down 13 per cent -- their 
worst seven days since July 
2012.

Cambridge Analytica 
denies any wrongdoing, 
and said Friday it was un-
dertaking an independent 
third-party audit to verify 
that it no longer holds any 
of the mined data.

the end of May.
Following a period 

of heightened tensions 
stoked by the North’s nu-
clear and missile tests last 
year, a rapid rapproche-
ment has been underway 
on the Korean peninsula.

The North on Wednes-
day broke its silence on 
the diplomatic thaw with 
Washington and Seoul, 
with its official KCNA news 
agency saying Pyongyang 
was driving the peace initi-
ative and rejecting sugges-
tions that sanctions forced 
it to dialogue table.

North Korean state me-
dia have not yet directly 
mentioned the summits.

Analysts say the North 
is carefully watching to see 
how events -- including the 
US-South Korea military 
drills -- play out before 
making them public to its 
people.

State media in the 
North have not reported 
any public activities by 
Kim since March 6, when 
they said he held talks with 
South Korean envoys and 
made a “satisfactory agree-
ment” on the proposed 
inter-Korean summit.

Yesterday, Rodong Sin-
mun, the official daily of 
the North’s ruling Workers 
Party, attacked the US for 
continued sanctions and 
pressure on Pyongyang de-
spite diplomatic progress.

The commentary came 
as President Trump named 
John Bolton, a foreign pol-
icy hawk, as his new na-
tional security adviser.

London, March 24 (IANS): 
Teenager Ahmed Hassan 
was sentenced on Fri-
day to life in prison with 
a minimum term of 34 
years for planting a bomb 
on a packed rush hour 
train at Parsons Green 
in London in September 
last year.

Hassan, 18, was de-
scribed as “dangerous and 
devious” by a judge. His 
home-made device par-
tially exploded during Lon-
don’s rush hour on Sept. 15, 
2017, injuring 51 people, 
Xinhua reported.

Hassan was sentenced 
by the judge in line with 
section 30 of the Terrorism 
Act 2008.

He was arrested at 
the Port of Dover on Sep-
tember 16, 2017 and was 
charged six days later with 
the above offence.

Deputy Assistant Com-
missioner Dean Haydon, 
said, “Hassan built a home-
made bomb packed full of 

shrapnel that was designed 
to kill, maim and injure as 
many people as he could. 
It was only through good 
fortune that it didn’t fully 
detonate. Had it done so, 
I have little doubt that we 
would have been dealing 
with many fatalities.”

Chief Superintendent 
John Conaghan, who is 
from British Transport Po-
lice, said, “We thoroughly 
welcome the lengthy sen-
tence that Hassan has been 
handed by the court today. 
In September last year, he 
put Londoners through a 
frightening ordeal when he 
left his home-made bomb 
on a District Line train.”

In a Januar y 2016 
immigration interview, 
Hassan told British of-
ficials he had been in 
contact with the Islamic 
State group and had been 
“trained to kill”. The trial 
also heard he blamed 
Britain for the death of 
his father in Iraq.

Lima, March 24 (IANS): 
Peru’s new President Mar-
tin Vizcarra took the oath 
of office on Friday, pledg-
ing to take a strong stance 
against corruption in gov-
ernment.

Vizcarra, who was vice 
president until scandal-hit 
Pedro Pablo Kuczynski 
handed in his resignation 
as president on Wednes-
day, also called for nation-
al unity. Kuczynski’s fall 
from grace should mark 
“the start of a new era,” he 
added.

Earlier in the day, law-
makers accepted Kuc-
zynski’s resignation letter 
following a lively debate, 
with 105 votes in favor, 11 
against, and four absten-
tions.

The vote officially left 
the top office vacant, pav-
ing the way for Vizcarra’s 
swearing in, though there 
was little doubt that the 
majority of legislators 
would accept Kuczynski’s 

departure.
Kuczynski was accused 

of accepting bribes from 
Brazilian construction gi-
ant Odebrecht when he 
was minister in the first 

half of the 2000s, with 
payments made to a U.S.-
based consulting firm that 
he owned. Vizcarra is set to 
see through his term until 
2021.

Cairo, March 24 (IANS): A 
car bomb killed two people 
and injured several others 
in the centre of the Egyp-
tian port city of Alexandria 
on Saturday, officials said.

The attack unsuccess-
fully targeted the city’s se-
curity chief while he was 
travelling in a convoy, the 
Interior Ministry was cited 
as saying by Efe news.

Egypt is just two days 
away from its presidential 
election, that will be held 
from Monday to Wednes-
day, in which President Ab-
del Fattah al-Sisi is compet-
ing for a second mandate.

An Interior Ministry 
statement only confirmed 
the death of one police-
man, adding that three 
others were injured by an 
explosive device placed 
under a vehicle parked 
near the Alexandria Secu-
rity Directorate headquar-
ters.

Washington, March 24 (PTI): After 
announcing a string of tough trade 
measures against China, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump has said that 
Beijing would no longer have a “free 
reign” like it had been having for 
many years, which resulted in a mas-
sive American trade deficit with it.

A day after he initiated a series 
of tough actions against “unfair” 
Chinese trade practices, inviting 
retaliation by Beijing, Trump exuded 
confidence that the steps would end 
up with China fairly treating America.

The White House has also said 
that America’s massive trade deficit 
with China is estimated to have re-
sulted in about two million job losses 
in the US.

Trump imposed tariffs on about 
USD 60 billion worth of Chinese 
imports to punish the country for its 
“unfair” seizure of American intel-
lectual property, a move that could 
escalate the already tense trade rela-
tions between the world’s two biggest 
economies.

In a retaliatory move, China un-

veiled plans yesterday to impose 
higher tariffs on USD 3 billion worth 
of American goods including pork 
and pipes in retaliation to US tariffs 
on steel and aluminium imports from 
Beijing.

“Even free traders and interna-
tionalists agree China’s predatory 
trade practices, which include forcing 
US businesses to transfer valuable 
technology to Chinese firms and re-
stricting access to Chinese markets, 
are undermining both its partners 
and the trading system,” it said.
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Irrfan not consulting any Ayurveda doctor —  Spokesperson
Actor Irrfan Khan, who is suffering from neuroedocrine tumour, is not undergoing 
any Ayurvedic treatment, his spokesperson said today. Debunking the reports that 
Irrfan is consulting Ayurveda doctor Vaidya Balendu Prakash, who also treated Steve 
Jobs, the spokesperson said the actor once spoke to the doctor about his health but 
there have been no further “conversation or consultation”. “As suggested by recent 
news reports, Mr Khan is not consulting with Vaidya Balendu Prakash. He at one 
point had contacted him but other than one phone call there has been no conversa-
tion or consultation whatsoever. “It is unacceptable to be using someone’s illness for 
your own publicity and personal gain. Like Irrfan Khan’s previous statements, we all 
need to respect the space asked for and wait for him or his wife’s statement for any 
further update,” Irrfan’s spokesperson said in a statement. (IANS)

Russell Simmons sued 
for another alleged rape

Paris Jackson, Cara Delevingne 
‘have a flirty friendship’

Kylie Jenner no longer suing Blac Chyna

Aniston 
‘doing 
fine’ after 
split from 
Theroux

Hichki skirts greatness via Rani’s performance

2 pm, 8 pm: Hichki (Hindi)

11 am, 5 pm: Pacific Rim (Eng 2D)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

H
ip-hop mo-
gul Russell 
Simmons 
has been hit 
with a $10 

million suit accusing him 
of rape.

In a complaint filed in 
Los Angeles County Su-
perior Court on Friday, a 
woman identified as Jane 
Doe accused Simmons 
of raping her in his hotel 
room, reports variety.
com. 

The complaint does 
not give much detail 
about when or where the 
alleged incident occurred. 
Simmons has been ac-
cused by at least nine 
women of various forms 
of sexual misconduct, and 
was sued for an alleged 
rape in January.

He has adamantly 
denied wrongdoing.

The new lawsuit 
claims that the woman 
met Simmons at a 
concert, where she was 
chaperoning her son. Ac-
cording to the complaint, 
Simmons invited her to 
an after-party.

She dropped off her 
son with a baby-

sitter before 
joining Sim-

mons at the hotel where 
he was saying. They went 
to a nightclub before 
returning to his room.

The suit states that 
Simmons lured her into 
the room, promising that 
he was not interested in 
sex because he was dating 
a well-known model. 

Once she was inside 
the room, however, the 
suit claims Simmons said: 
“I am going to f- you,” and 
that he also threatened 
her son.

“Simmons threw her 
on the bed and raped 
her,” the suit read.

In a statement, Sim-
mons denied the claim 
and said he had passed a 

lie detector test.
“I vehemently deny 

all the allegations made 
against me. They have 
shocked me to my core as 
I have never been abusive 
or violent in any way in 
my relations with women. 
I have submitted myself 
to multiple lie detector 
tests. 

“I denied forced sex 
and sexual harassment 
allegations brought 
against me in each test; I 
also answered no to the 
question, ‘Have you ever 
physically forced any 
woman to have sexual 
intercourse?’ I passed all 
of the lie detector tests.”

IANS 

A
ctresses and models Paris 
Jackson and Cara Delevingne 
have been spending plenty 
of time together and were 
also photographed sharing a 

smooch, but they “arent dating”.
“They have a flirty friendship but 

aren’t dating or in a relationship,” a 
source told people.com. 

“Paris is 19 years old and living her 
life. She has no plans to settle down any 
time soon.”

Earlier this week, Jackson, who hasn’t 
publicly spoken about her sexuality, and 
Delevingne, spurred romance rumours 
after sharing images of themselves on 
social media watching “Carol” together.

Jackson also posted a photograph of 
Delevingne on her own Instagram ac-
count, simply captioning it “a r t”.

In photographs obtained by Daily 
Mail, the two, who reportedly hit it off 
at the MTV Movie Awards last May, 
are seen kissing, hugging and dancing 
alongside actor Macaulay Culkin and 
his girlfriend Brenda Song outside a 
restaurant here.

The models were also photographed 
holding hands last month while out with 
friends in London.

Jackson was last in a relationship with 
Michael Snoddy. The pair broke up last 
February after dating for less than a year.

IANS

T
he 20-year-old reality 
star had joined her half-
brother, Rob Kardashian, 
in suing his former fian-
cee for allegedly causing 

over $100,000 damage to a property 
they were renting to her, but as she 
had “no financial stake in the case”, 
she’s no longer a part of the action, 
TMZ reports.

Rob, 31, has sued Chyna for al-

legedly going 
on a rampage 
in December 
2016 while 
high on 
drugs and 
alcohol, try-
ing to choke 
him with 
an iPhone 
charging 
cable and 
trashing their 
home.

The sock 
designer 
repaired the 
damage to 
the abode 
himself, but a 
previous law-

yer had had Kylie added to the suit.
She was withdrawn by her new 

lawyer, Shawn Holley.
As a result of Kylie being with-

drawn from the case, a judge has 
denied Chyna’s request for the lip kit 
guru to sit from a deposition.

However, the ‘Rob & Chyna’ star 
- who has son King Cairo, five, with 
her and Kylie’s former boyfriend 

Tyga, and 16-month-old daughter 
Dream with Rob - is happy with the 
new development.

Her lawyer, Lisa Bloom, told 
RadarOnline.com: “We have 
maintained from the beginning 
that Kylie Jenner’s case against my 
client Blac Chyna was meritless. We 
are pleased that after six months of 
litigation we were able to force Ms. 
Jenner to dismiss her case.”

Meanwhile, Chyna has previ-
ously accused the Kardashian fam-
ily of trying to ruin her career.

In her own legal action against 
various members of the clan - 
including Rob and Kylie, as well as 
their mother Kris Jenner and other 
siblings - she wrote: “The unwrit-
ten rule no one told (her) when 
she began her relationship with 
Kardashian is that the entire family 
will come after you if you leave, 
using their fame, wealth and power 
to take you down, including getting 
your television show cancelled 
(despite great ratings), spreading 
lies about you, and even funding 
a bogus lawsuit about a crumbled 
gingerbread house.”

Femalefirst.co.uk

A
ctress Jen-
nifer Aniston 
is moving on 
with her life 
and is do-

ing fine after separating 
from her husband Justin 
Theroux.

“Since her split from 
Justin, Jen is doing fine,” a 
source told people.com.

The two, who an-
nounced their separation 
in February, has “had 
some contact” after the 
breakup but “won’t get 
back together”, said the 
source.

“Justin has moved on 
with his life in New York”, 
while “Jen still enjoys 
hers in Los Angeles,” the 
source added.

Ultimately, Aniston’s 
“life now is not very dif-
ferent” than it was before 
the breakup, the source 
said. 

“She loves 
socialising 
with friends.”

Earlier 
this month, 
the actress 
headed 
out for 
writer-
producer 
Molly 
McNear-
ney‘s 40th 
birthday 
party, where 
she posed with 
her friends - includ-
ing the birthday girl, 
actor Tobey Maguire‘s 
estranged wife Jen Meyer, 
actor-filmmaker Jason 
Bateman‘s wife Amanda 
Aanka and her manager 
Aleen Keshishian - in a 
photo booth.

“Her friends always 
invite her out and to par-
ties. Jen has a very caring 
group of friends that take 
care of her,” the source 
said.

On February 15, 
Aniston and Theroux 
announced that they had 
split after two and a half 
years of marriage and 
seven years as a couple.

IANS

T
here is a disarming 
idealism at the heart 
of this inspirational 
tale told without frills 
of fancy. The flights 

of daring that the protagonist 
Naina Mathur undertakes never 
seems irrelevant. On many oc-
casions I found the plot veering 
towards a sweeping sentimen-
tality that, given other circum-
stances, would be considered 
manipulative.

Not here.
Hichki dives deep into the 

collective consciousness of a 
nation inured in prejudices and 
comes up with some well-served 
lessons on humanism toler-
ance and generosity. It may not 
be India’s To Sir With Love. But 
by Jove, Rani Mukerjee in what 
easily ranks as her career’s best 
performances (yes, better than 
Black) gives Mr Sidney Pottier a 
run for his heroic stature.

The plot derives its creative 
juices from a real-life British 
teacher who suffered from the 
Tourette Syndrome, a neurologi-
cal disorder that causes pain-
ful verbal dysfunction in the 
sufferer. It’s astonishing how 
Rani takes over the sufferer’s role 
without allowing the disease to 

impede her character’s ingrained 
sunniness of countenance.

When faced with a classroom 
filled with contumacious stu-
dents from the slums (played by 
young actors who frequently act 
with representational emphasis) 
Rani’s Naina never falters, and 
never mind her tongue. It’s only 
when she is with her estranged 
father (Sachin Pilgoankar) that 
she loses her cool. Rani’s Naina’ 
two dining-table sequences with 
her screen-father are marvels of 
screenwriting drama, packaged 
and performed in pitch-perfect 
harmony. When the father’s 
patronizing sympathy gets too 
much Rani marches off to the 
kitchen to make rotis, venting 
her need to exhale in the knead-
ing.

It is the slum students who 
needed to be a little less soap 

operatic. In a film where the 
message is emblematized in 
gloriously lucid episodes the 
ragged bunch of slumkids go 
too swiftly from rebellious to 
sweet-natured. Their changeover 
seems almost pre-ordained.

Not that their abrupt char-
acter transformation takes away 
from the blithe reformatory 
mood and reined-in vivacity 
that shoot across the narrative 
with splendid sincerity. Not a 
moment in the storytelling is 
lost in humbug. Every minute 
counts. And while some of the 
scenes showing Rani’s flourish-
ing bonding with her students is 
keenly melodramatic the actress 
sails above the stagnant pools of 
water that the plot often en-
counters.

Rani Mukerjee makes her 
Tourette-informed character 

unwavering in her upbeatness 
and yet no giddyheaded breath-
less optimist. The pain comes 
gushing out in a sequence where 
she pounds and pummels her 
uncontrollable mouth almost as 
though she were sparring with 
her destiny.

The astounding Neeraj Kabi 
as the cynical teacher who thinks 
slum is synonymous with scum 
keeps his character grey without 
getting into grime.

What I liked about Rani’s Nai-
na more than her textbook-per-
fect rapport with her students 
is her bonding with her mother 
(Sipriya Pilgaonkar) and brother 
(Husain Dalal). I wish there was 
more of them in the film. I wish 
there were more Naina Mathurs 
in this world who can teach all 
of us a thing or two about being 
human without making human-
ism a logo on a T-shirt.

Hichki is a work of wondrous 
lightheartedness. Its absence of 
cynicism and its touching belief 
in the power of benevolence and 
generosity could get a wee over-
powering for many of us who 
face brutal betrayals every day. 
But isn’t life in cinema all about 
alchemizing the pain and hurt 
into art? Hichki does that quite 
often and quite effectively.

Cinematographer Avinash 
Arun fills the frames with hope 
and sunshine without killing the 
spirit of struggle that underlines 
every step of Naina’s journey.

IANS

The Twin Effect releases debut single 

A 
Dimapur duo 
The Twin Effect 
has released 
its debut, titled 
Chasing Shad-

ows, on March 24. 
The Twin Effect is a 

band based in Dimapur 
comprising Opang Jamir 
and Imkong Kichu. 

Jamir is the front-
man of a local rock outfit 
Avancer. Kichu is currently 
pursuing music at the Jam 
Tree. 

Updates about the 
duo’s new work informed 
that Chasing Shadows is 
about pining for a lost or 
departed loved one; it is 
about memories remem-
bered. 

‘Too much to be true, 
we have all lost someone 
dear to us and can never 
go back in time but savour 

the times we had togeth-
er,’ a release about the duo 
states. 

The song is said to be 
written by Msj Ao and 
mixed and mastered by 
Avizo Solo.

Special thanks is 
conveyed to Lima Mongro 
(guitarist, ANTB), Akihito 
(bassist, Lords of Rock), 
Yan Ngullie (keyboardist, 
Avancer) and Jackto Wotsa 
(New Life Studio) Roko 
Dikha,Pino Swu and Ari 
Kichu. Besides, the duo’s 
gratitude goes to their 
video crew, friends and 
families for their love and 
support.

One can listen and 
download the music from 
YouTube. You can also 
find them on Facebook @
thetwineffect.com.

EMN

Film: Hichki; Di-
rected by Sidharth P 
Malhotra; Cast: Rani 

Mukerjee, Neeraj Kabi
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Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel, Mercedes’ Lewis Hamilton and Ferrari’s Kimi Raikkonen during the press confer-
ence after qualifying at the Melbourne Grand Prix Circuit in Melbourne, Australia on Sat. March 24.

Soumyajit Ghosh 
Corey Anderson

Novak Djokovic of Serbia in action against Benoit Paire of France during a second round match at the Miami 
Open tennis tournament in Key Biscayne, Miami, Florida, USA on Fri. March 23.

AP/PTI
Darren Sammy, left, skipper of Peshawar Zalmi cricket team, and 
Misbah-ul-Haq, skipper of Islamabad United cricket team pose for a 
photo with the trophy of Pakistan Super League, in Karachi, Pakistan 
on Sat. March 24.
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Mirror Crossword 1771       sud0ku 1611
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1770

ACRoss

1. Move about
6. City in Israel, Tel ____
10. Eastern European people
14. Keyboard instrument
15. Withered
16. ____ and hearty
17. Changes to a manuscript
18. Adolescent
19. Non scientific branches of learning
20. One who chooses
22. Concentric circles
24. Lion sound
25. Dinners
26. Maiden
29. Body fluids
30. Great Lake
31. Pin up
37. Chew
39. Toilet (British slang)
40. Hoofed mammal found in tropical 

forests
41. Fakes
44. Fiddled during fire
45. Store
46. Short sleep
48. British hereditary title
52. Tongan for “Bitter”
53. Latin for “Upright” or “Lofty”
54. Not proven
58. Horned, bearded ruminant
59. Singer ____ Tennille
61. Put away for future use
62. Island
63. Assemble or modify text
64. Iroquoian for “At the forks”
65. Home for a bird

66. Speeds up an engine (slang)
67. Coined the phrase “Absolute 

power corrupts absolutely”, 
Baron John Dalberg-_____

DoWn
1. Mimicks
2. Space immediately next to 

something or someone
3. Rearmost part of some animals
4. Cut across or overlap
5. Former tennis star ______ Tanner
6. 18th century landowner John 

Jacob _____
7. Swerve
8. Anger

9. Undertaking
10. Thin, keen edge
11. Big
12. Modify 
13. Close-fitting sleeveless garments
21. Fine-grained body powder
23. Not together
25. _____ Hall University
26. Actress ____ Moore
27. Cuckoopint or calla plant
28. Short skirt
29. Investigate
32. Poet T.S. _____
33. Wonderful
34. Unconcealed
35. Italian currency

36. Small amount of liquid
38. Has not (contraction) 
42. Place where movies are shown
43. Type of jazz singing
47. Zoroastrian sacred writings
48. Start
49. Ascended
50. Former monetary units of Spain 

and Brazil
51. Group of 8
52. Makes garments from wool
54. University (abbrev.)
55. Honk
56. Therefore
57. Administrative officer of a college
60. Lengthy lyrical poem

solutions to suD0ku 1610

Mumbai, March 24 (Re-
uters): Indian table tennis 
player Soumyajit Ghosh 
has been provisionally 
suspended by his country’s 
governing body after an 
18-year-old woman filed 
a rape allegation against 
him with the police.

The 24-year-old, who 
represented India at the 
2012 London Olympics 
and the Rio Games four 
years later was also named 
in the squad to compete 
at next month’s Common-
wealth Games in Gold 
Coast, Australia.

Ghosh has denied the 
allegations.

The Table Tennis Fed-
eration of India (TTFI) said 
in a statement on Friday 
that it had placed Ghosh 

djokovic’s slump continues in 
opening round loss at Miami Open

Big-time cricket returns to 
Karachi for 1st time in 9 years

Kohima Town Club invites

India’s Ghosh suspended 
over sex crime allegation

Anderson replaces injured Coulter-Nile in RCB squad

Brilliant Hamilton blazes to Melbourne pole

Miami, March 24 (IANS): 
Serbia’s Novak Djokov-
ic failed to get past his 
opening match for the 
second straight tourna-
ment, falling 6-3, 6-4 to 
France’s Benoit Paire in 
second-round action at 
the Miami Open tennis 
tournament here.

Just as he did in a 
three-set opening-match 
loss two weeks ago at the 
BNP Paribas Open in In-
dian Wells, California, to 
Japanese qualifier Taro 
Daniel, the 31-year-old 
Serbian played more like 
a journeyman on Friday 
than a former world No.1 
who is one of the greatest 
hard-court players in ten-
nis history, reports EFE 
news agency.

The loss ended the 
six-time Miami Open 
champion’s 16-match 
winning streak at this 
hard-court event dating 
back to 2014 (he did not 
compete in last year’s 
tournament due to a 

Dimapur, March 24 (EMN): Interested football clubs 
within Kohima district willing to take part in the 2nd 
edition of the Kohima Football League can contact the 
Kohima Town Club (KTC) informed a press note.

Club(s) can register themselves on or before March 
31 before 2 pm at Sports Paradise, Riiluo Market, Old 
Tata Parking, below North Police Station, Kohima.

The eight clubs – Ziekezou Sporting Club, New 
Market Football Club, United 16 FC, Khriekesa FC, Na-
gabazar FC, Forerunner FC, Addax FC and Powercomm 
FC, which took part in the 1st edition, are also kindly 
requested to confirm their participation on or before 
March 31 to any of the KTC members.

long-standing elbow in-
jury).

Djokovic only broke 
Paire’s serve on one oc-
casion, but his real prob-
lems were on his own 

serve.
Moving more slowly 

than usual and without 
the normal power and 
precision on his ground 
strokes, the Serbian sur-

rendered his serve in the 
seventh and ninth games 
of the first set.

The second set fol-
lowed a similar script.

Although he was able 

Karachi (Pakistan), March 
24 (AP): Pakistan’s biggest 
city will witness a high-
profile cricket match for 
the first time in nine years 
on Sunday when the Paki-
stan Super League final is 
staged amid heavy secu-
rity at a newly renovated 
National Stadium in Ka-
rachi.

More than 8,000 se-
curity personnel have 
been deployed for the 
Twenty20 final between 
Islamabad United and last 
year’s champions Pesha-
war Zalmi. Karachi, now 
with a population of 15 
million, last saw a major 
game with international 
players in February 2009 - 
Sri Lanka vs. Pakistan in a 
test match.

On the same tour, ter-
rorists attacked the Sri 
Lanka team bus at Lahore. 
On March 3, 2009, the 
bus carrying the visiting 
cricketers, part of a large 
convoy, was fired upon by 
12 gunmen near Gaddafi 
Stadium in Lahore. 

They were on their way 
to play the third day of 
the second test against 
Pakistan, and six Pakistan 
policemen and two civil-
ians were killed, and six 
members of the Sri Lanka 
team were injured.

That resulted in an end 
to international cricket in 
the country, and the Paki-
stan Cricket Board was 
left with no choice but to 
choose United Arab Emir-
ates as its ‘’home’’ turf to 
host international teams.

However,  the PCB 
continued in its efforts to 
convince foreign nations 
to begin touring Pakistan. 
Lahore first hosted the PSL 
final last year, and there 
were Twenty20 interna-
tional matches organized 
against a World XI (three 
matches) and Sri Lanka 

Bengaluru, March 24 
(IANS): Royal Challengers 
Bangalore on Saturday 
replaced injured Austra-
lian fast bowler Nathan 
Coulter-Nile with New 

Zealand all-rounder Corey 
Anderson in their squad 
for this edition of the In-
dian Premier League (IPL), 
starting on April 7, it

The IPL Technical 

Melbourne, March 24 
(Reuters): Formula One 
champion Lewis Ham-
ilton roared to a record 
seventh pole at the sea-
son-opening Australian 
Grand Prix on Saturday, 
blitzing the field in his 
Mercedes with a blazing 
lap at Albert Park.

T h e  B r i t o n  f l e w 
around the lakeside cir-
cuit in a record one min-
ute, 21.164 seconds, with 
his final effort leaving a 
yawning gap of 0.664 sec-
onds to Ferrari’s second 
fastest Kimi Raikkonen.

Sebastian Vettel was 
third fastest for Ferrari 
but Hamilton was in a 
class of his own and the 
Silver Arrows appear as 
dominant as ever as they 
bid to sweep the driver 
and constructors’ titles 
for a fifth year running.

“That was intense. My 
heart’s racing. I wish you 
could feel it right now,” 
the 33-year-old Hamil-

to make more of an im-
pression on Paire’s serve 
and convert one break 
point, two more breaks of 
his own serve sent the No. 
9 seed crashing out of the 
tournament.

“It is what it is. I’m not 
at the level I used to be, 
I’m aware of that. I have 
to obviously believe in 
myself and hopefully it 
will come,” the Serb said 
in the post-match press 
conference.

Djokovic now has lost 
three straight matches 
for the first time in more 
than a decade and has 
a record of just 3-3 over 
three tournaments since 
returning in January from 
a six-month injury hia-
tus, with all three wins 
coming at the Australian 
Open.

Next up for the 47th-
ranked Paire in the third 
round of this ATP World 
Tour Masters 1000 tourna-
ment will be 27th-ranked 
Serbian Filip Krajinovic.

ton said after clambering 
onto his car at the finish 
and pumping his fists.

“I’m so happy with 
that lap.”

Hamilton moved past 
the six poles his idol Ayr-
ton Senna claimed in the 
Australian race with a fu-
rious pace that will leave 
the Ferrari and Red Bull 
teams scratching their 
heads.

“Obviously the gap’s 
bigger than we want it to 

be,” a subdued Vettel told 
reporters, looking ahead 
to Sunday’s race.

“It depends how we 
get off the (start) line.”

Red Bull wunderkind 
Max Verstappen will line 
up alongside Vettel on 
the second row, with his 
fifth-fastest team mate 
Daniel Ricciardo set to 
start eighth after the 
home hope was handed 
a three-place grid pen-
alty for an infringement 

during Friday practice. 
Still pumped at the post-
qualifying news confer-
ence, Hamilton made a 
cheeky dig at fellow four-
times champion Vettel 
when the German asked 
him what he was up to 
before Q3.

“I was waiting to put 
a good lap in and wipe 
the smile off your face,” 
Hamilton said with a 
smirk.

Improved Haas

The Briton’s brilliance 
was not matched by team 
mate Valtteri Bottas, who 
crashed early in the final 
shootout.

The Finn, who had 
complained of balance 
problems during Q1, 
spun out at turn two and 
smashed hard into a bar-
rier, leaving his wrecked 
car and debris scattered 
all over the track.

T h e  re d  f l a g  w a s 
waved as the television 
broadcast showed Mer-
cedes boss Toto Wolff 
bowing his head in dis-
appointment back in the 
team garage.

Bottas, who will start 
in 10th, passed a medi-
cal check but it remains 
unclear how much of his 
car is salvageable.

H a a s  c o n f i r m e d 
themselves as the big 
improvers after positive 
winter testing, with driv-
ers Kevin Magnussen and 
Romain Grosjean locking 

down the third row.
R e n a u l t ’ s  N i c o 

Hulkenberg took a spin 
into the gravel in Q2 but 
scraped through to the 
final session and will start 
seventh, his team mate 
Carlos Sainz two places 
behind.

McLaren’s hopes of a 
quick return to the top 
four with their new Re-
nault engines proved 
overly ambitious, with 
twice champion Fernan-
do Alonso and Stoffel 
Vandoorne shut out of 
the final session.

Force India, fourth in 
the constructors’ cham-
pionship for the last two 
years, also have work to 
do after being knocked 
out during Q2.

The championship’s 
debutant drivers had an 
underwhelming session, 
with Sauber’s Charles 
Leclerc and Williams’ 
driver Sergey Sirotkin 
eliminated early.

under provisional suspen-
sion, pending the final 
outcome of a police inves-
tigation and court verdict, 
if any.

“The Executive Board 
of the TTFI, taking cog-
nizance of the media re-
ports and the FIR (first 
information report) filed 
against Soumyajit Ghosh, 
has unanimously decided 
to suspend the player and 
restrain him from partici-
pation in all tournaments 
until further orders,” the 
body said.

“The EB members felt 
that the charges leveled 
against Ghosh are of griev-
ous nature and they war-
ranted placing him under 
provisional suspension 
immediately.”

The statement added 
that Ghosh would not be 
able to participate in any 
tournament, national or 
international and had also 
been issued a show cause 
notice to explain his stand 
on the allegations.

“I am in touch with my 
lawyer and will decide the 
course of action,” Ghosh 
told the Hindu newspaper.  

Committee approved the 
replacement for Coulter-
Nile.

In accordance with the 
Player Regulations, the 
Royal Challengers Ban-
galore were allowed to 
choose a replacement 
from the Registered and 
Available Player Pool 
(RAPP), according to a 
statement read.

Virat Kohli-led RCB 
picked 27-year-old Ander-
son for his base price of Rs 
2 crore.

The New Zealander 
previously represented 
Mumbai Indians and Del-
hi Daredevils in the IPL.

(one).
But a reluctance from 

some international PSL 
players to play in Pakistan 
remains. The preliminary 
PSL matches were played 
at Dubai and Sharjah in 
the United Arab Emirates

Australian Shane Wat-
son (Quetta Gladiators) 
and Englishmen Eoin 
Morgan (Karachi) and 
Kevin Pietersen (Quetta) 
all refused to accompany 
their respective franchises 
to Lahore earlier this week 
for two PSL eliminators.

The absence of the 
top stars hurt both fran-
chises and drew an angry 
response from Gladiators 
coach and former Pakistan 
captain Moin Khan.

‘’We, in the coming 
season, should only pick 
players who have the 
consent to visit Pakistan,’’ 
Moin said after losing the 
first eliminator against 
Zalmi.

‘’We do not need to 
push for individuality as 
our league has now be-
come a bigger brand ... 
we don’t need to get these 
players who don’t want to 
come to Pakistan. In fact, 
this is hurting Pakistan 
as it is sending a nega-
tive signal and affects our 
country’s image as well.’’

The provincial admin-

istration in Karachi has 
put up in place stringent 
security arrangements for 
Sunday’s final. Specta-
tors might have to wait 
in long queues hours be-
fore the evening final and 
will get into the stadium 
only after going through at 
least three security check-
points.

But the city is giving 
a festive look to welcome 
foreign players like Pe-
shawar Zalmi’s Darren 
Sammy of West Indies and 
Chris Jordan of England, 
and South African J.P. Du-
miny and New Zealand’s 
Luke Ronchi of Islamabad 
United.

Billboards and player 
cut-outs have been dis-
played on the sides of 
main streets to celebrate 
an international-standard 
game for the first time in 
nearly a decade. Sammy 
has become a household 
name in Pakistan - espe-
cially the way he has car-
ried Zalmi to the final after 
playing four successive 
matches with a leg injury.

‘’Yes Karachi we’re 
coming,’’ Sammy said in 
a video message. ‘’I want 
you all to come and sup-
port Peshawar Zalmi. I 
want everybody to wear 
the yellow shirt, it’s a yel-
low storm, we’re coming.’’



Manu Bhaker at the ISSF World Cup

P V Sindhu
Brazil's U-17 midfielder Paulinho

Virat Kohli
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Just done it!

A special athlete taking part in a soft ball throw during the district games in Wokha.

Russia's Alexander Golovin, left, fights for the ball with Brazil's Willian during an international friendly soccer match between Russia 
and Brazil at the Luzhniki stadium in Moscow, Russia on Fri. March 23.

AP/PTI

Vilasier Khate and his tennis partner Abhishek Kaur lifted the Men's doubles title in the AITA 50K Championship which was held recently 
from March 19 till the 23 at Delhi. The pair won 6-1, 6-3 against Pradeep and Elkavia from Bangalore in the finals.

Manu Bhaker shoots 
gold in Junior World Cup

Brazil beat Russia in World Cup test run

Santosh Trophy: Mizoram inch closer 
to semis; Karnataka remain in hunt

SON state games in Dmp from April 4

Sindhu to be India's 
flagbearer at Gold Coast CWG

Barcelona eyeing Brazil 
U-17 midfielder Paulinho

Kohli set to play County cricket to prepare for England

Sydney, March 24 (ptI): 
Indian shooting sensation 
Manu Bhaker continued 
her terrific run of form, 
claiming the gold medal 
after prevailing over Thai-
land's Kanyakorn Hirun-
phoem in a thrilling final 
of the women's 10m air 
pistol event at the ISSF Ju-
nior World Cup here today.

Coming off a double 
gold in her maiden se-
nior World Cup in Mexico 
recently, the 16-year-old 
Manu shot 235.9 to finish 
top of the podium, while 
Hirunphoem had to be 
contend with silver after 
scoring 234.9.

Chinese Kaiman Lu 

(214.2) completed the 
podium by winning the 
bronze. Another Indian 
shooter in the fray, Devan-
shi Rana, also qualified 
for the final and finished 
fourth with 195.3.

Manu, Rana and Mahi-
ma Agrawal also brought 
India on top of the team 
podium with , while Xiao, 
Lu and Li Xue won sil-
ver for China. Thailand's 
Hirunphoem, Luxciga 
Srinitivoravong and Waru-
nyapha Kaewngoen took 
the team bronze.

An exciting final char-
acterised the 10m air pis-
tol junior event as Manu 
prevailed over Hirun-

phoem (16) at the very 
last shot, securing India's 
second individual gold in 
the tournament.

A f t e r  l e a d i n g  t h e 
match by as much as 2.2 
points, Manu fired six 
consecutive shots outside 
the 10th ring, suddenly 
finding herself one point 
behind Hirunphoem with 
only two shots left to fire.

There, the 9.6-9.8 com-
bo signed by the Indian 
was enough to overtake 
her rival, who instead 
sealed her fate with a dis-
appointing 7.9.

Manu -- who won in-
dividual and mixed team 
gold in air pistol at this 

rio de Janeiro, March 24 (IANS): Spanish football giants 
FC Barcelona are monitoring Brazil U-17 midfielder 
Paulinho, according to local media reports.

The La Liga leaders have been impressed with 
the 17-year-old's finishing ability, speed and physical 
strength, Xinhua news agency quoted Brazil's Lance 
newspaper as saying.

Paulinho has made 32 appearances for Brazilian top 
division outfit Vasco da Gama since his first-team debut 
last year. 

He has also represented Brazil at under-15 and 
under-17 level, scoring 15 goals in 35 matches in both 
age groups.

Vasco are said to have placed a 30 million-euro price 
tag on the teenager.

Barcelona currently have two Brazilians in their 
squad -- former Tottenham Hotspur and Guangzhou 
Evergrande midfielder Paulinho and ex-Liverpool play-
maker Philippe Coutinho.  

New Delhi, March 24 
(ptI): Star shuttler P V 
Sindhu has been named 
the flag-bearer of the 
Indian contingent for 
the opening ceremony 
of the Commonwealth 
Games in Gold Coast 
next month.

According to sources 
in the Indian Olympic 
Association, 2016 Olym-
pic silver medallist Sind-
hu's rising stature in re-
cent years clinched the 
issue in her favour for 
the coveted position. The 
opening ceremony will 

New Delhi, March 24 
(ptI): India captain Vi-
rat Kohli is all set to play 
County cricket in his bid 
to prepare for the upcom-
ing Test series against 
England in August-Sep-
tember.

While it is yet to be 
ascertained which coun-
ty Kohli will represent, 
it could be Surrey in all 
likelihood.

"Virat will be playing 
for a division one county 
side for sure. I wouldn't 
like to add anything more 
to it. There were talks with 
Surrey and Essex," a se-
nior BCCI official told PTI 
on Saturday.

It is learnt that the In-
dian captain's sole focus 
is on the five Test series 
against England and he is 
ready to miss the one off 
Test against Afghanistan 
starting June 14 as he will 
be busy with his county 

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  2 4 
(EMN): After the comple-
tion of Khelo India for 
PwDS 2018 in various 
districts of Nagaland the 
Special Olympics Naga-
land (SON) in a press note 
invites all types of Person 
with Disabilities (PwDS) 
to compete in the State 
Games at Dimapur from 
April 4 till the 7th.

PwDs from outside 
Dimapur town should 
produce original bus/
sumo ticket both to & fro 
to claim their travelling 
ticket cost. Escorts can be 
family members, social 
workers, teachers with 1:4 
ratio, where one escort is 
to four PwDs. Accommo-

Moscow, March 24 (IANS): FC Bar-
celona pair Philippe Coutinho and 
Paulinho struck late goals as Brazil 
recovered from a slow start to beat 
Russia 3-0 in their international 
friendly here.

Inter Milan defender Miranda 
also scored with a second-half 
header at the recently refurbished 
Luzhniki Stadium on Friday, which 
will host the Word Cup final on July 
15, reports Xinhua.

Brazil began with Juventus 
winger Douglas Costa on the left 
side of attack and Coutinho in a 
central role in the absence of in-

jured talisman Neymar.
After a first half in which Brazil 

dominated possession without 
posing a major threat in attack, the 
visitors emerged from the break 
with greater creativity and incision.

Miranda made the break-
through by blasting a close-range 
shot into the top of the net after 
goalkeeper Igor Akinfeev saved a 
bullet Thiago Silva header.

Paulinho missed a golden 
chance to double Brazil's lead min-
utes later when he failed to beat 
Akinfeev from five yards following 
a mazy Coutinho run.

The former Guangzhou Ever-
grande player made amends almost 
immediately, winning a penalty 
after being dragged down by Alek-
sandr Golovin.

Coutinho sent Akinfeev the 
wrong way to net his ninth goal in 
33 international appearances.

Paulinho then joined in on the 
act by heading in after a pinpoint 
Willian cross from the right.

Russia's best chance came 12 
minutes from time when Anton 
Zabolotny deftly chipped Alisson 
before Thiago Silva headed off the 
line.

Kolkata, March 24 (IANS): 
F o r m e r  c h a m p i o n s 
Mizoram all but sealed 
a semi-final berth with a 
2-1 win over Punjab, while 
Karnataka too remained 
in the hunt after beating 
Odisha by an identical 
scoreline in the national 
football championship for 
the 72nd Santosh Trophy 
here on Saturday.

Mizoram, who won the 

title in the 2013-14 season 
in Siliguri, now have three 
wins from as many match-
es. They are on nine points 
to lead Group B, followed 
by Karnataka who have six 
points from two matches.

Lal Remruata scored 
back-to-back goals in the 
space of two minutes to 
give Mizoram the lead.

In the seventh min-
ute, a shot by a Mizoram 

player hit the bar and the 
rebound was turned in 
by Remruata, who struck 
his second in a couple 
of minutes at the Sailen 
Manna Sports Complex 
in Howrah.

For Punjab, Jitender 
Rawat (56th minute) 
pulled one back in the 
second half.

Meanwhile, Odisha 
gave Karnataka a run for 

their money at the Rabin-
dra Sarovar Stadium.

Karnataka scored first 
through Leon Augustine 
in the 26th minute but 
Odisha restored par-
ity during first-half injury 
time with Arjun Naik's 
(45+2) strike.

After the change of 
ends, S. Rajesh scored the 
winner for Karnataka in 
the 87th minute.

month's ISSF World Cup 
in Guadalajara -- finished 
with the score of 235.9 
points, while Hirun-
phoem who previously 
wrote a new qualifica-
tion world record with 
576 points took silver with 
234.9.

The podium was then 
completed by People's 
Republic of China's Lu 
Kaiman, 41st at last year's 
ISSF Junior World Cham-
pionship in Suhl, Ger-
many and making her first 
Junior World Cup partici-
pation Sydney.

Placing just outside 
of the podium, Manu's 
teammate Rana failed to 
put a medal on top of her 
first international com-
petition. The 18-year-old 
debutant, took the fourth 
place with 195.3 points.

A second Chinese fi-
nalist 15-year-old Xiao 
Jiaruixuan, air pistol ju-
nior gold medallist at last 
year's Asian Champion-
ship in Wako City, Japan, 
finished in fifth with 173.2 
points.

She was followed by 
Singapore's 15-year-old 
Shirlene Hew Yun Ting 
and Chinese Taipei's 
19-year-old Chien Hsin-
Yi, who respectively fin-
ished in sixth with 153.3 
points and in seventh po-
sition with 133.5.

At the bottom of the 
table, Amanda Mak Sao 
Keng (17) finished eighth 
in her first international 
competition ever, scoring 
112.9 points.

dation for the State Games 
is at ‘Life is Beautiful Re-
source Centre’ located at 
Naga United Village, near 

Hope Academy School, 
Dimapur.  State Games 
will be a selection ground 
for National Games to be 

held in Gujarat in May. 
CCT & DG for Di-

mapur district will be held 
on March 31 and April 4.

be held on April 4.
Having won a silver 

medal at the Rio Olym-
pics two years ago, the 
Hyderabad-based World 
No. 3 Sindhu is one of 
the favourites to win the 
badminton women's sin-
gles title in Gold Coast.

In  t h e  l a s t  Co m -
monwealth Games in 
Glasgow in 2014, Sindhu 
bagged a bronze in wom-
en's singles.

In the last three Com-
monwealth Games, the 
prestigious position dur-
ing the march past of the 
opening ceremony had 
always gone to a member 
of the shooting squad.

While pistol shoot-
er Vijay Kumar was the 
flag-bearer in 2014, 2008 
O l y m p i c  c h a m p i o n 
shooter Abhinav Bindra 
had the honour when 
India hosted the Games 
in 2010.

In 2006 Melbourne 
Games,  India's  f lag-
bearer was double trap 
shooter Rajyavardhan 
Singh Rathore, who is 
currently the sports min-
ister.

stint.
He will leave for Eng-

land after completing 
his assignment for Royal 

Challengers Bangalore in 
the 11th edition of Indian 
Premier League.

Kohli didn't have a 

great Test series in Eng-
land in 2014 when he 
failed to get even a sin-
gle half century. He was 
found vulnerable outside 
the off-stump and Stuart 
Broad and James Ander-
son troubled him a lot.

The BCCI is putting 
in a lot of effort for the 
upcoming Test series and 
want more and more 
players to get accustomed 
to English conditions.

Accordingly, Chetesh-
war Pujara will be turning 
up for Yorkshire, while Is-
hant Sharma will be play-
ing for Durham.

It is also learnt that 
some of the senior India 
players will also turn up 
for India A in England in 
their bid to prepare for 
the tour.

The likes of Murali Vi-
jay, Ajinkya Rahane are 
also expected to prop up 
their preparations.


