
Scene from the incident where a major fire engulfed a residential pocket at Y Zhimo colony in Dimapur on Friday night.   
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Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 23 (EMN): 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio 
on Friday presented an 
estimated deficit budget of 
INR 1630.67 cr. for the fiscal 
2018-19 without proposing 
any new taxes, during the 
ongoing first session of the 
13th Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly (NLA). 

Presenting the maid-
en budget of the National 
Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) led Peo-
ple’s Democratic Alliance 
(PDA), Rio, who also holds 
the finance portfolio, es-
timated total receipts at 
INR18232.51 cr. and to-
tal expenditure at INR 
18305.40 cr. for the new 
fiscal.

He explained that with 
a negative opening bal-
ance of INR 1607.73 cr. and 
transaction for 2018-19 
estimated to result in a 
negative balance of INR 
22.94 cr., the year 2018-19 
is estimated to close with 
a negative balance of INR 
1630.67 cr. 

The chief minister, in 
his speech lasting 110 min-
utes, said that the state’s 
projected share in Cen-
trally Sponsored Schemes 
(CSS) is INR 3567.36 cr., of 
which MGNREGA alone is 
estimated at INR 1159.09 cr. 

Other receipts from 
major schemes in CSS such 
as SSA and RMSA are pro-
jected at INR 406.95 cr. and 
NRHM at INR 173.34 cr. He 
also stated that INR 180 cr. 
was projected from NEC, 
INR 110 cr. from NLCPR 
and INR.115 cr. from Exter-
nally Aided Projects (EAP) 
during 2018-19.

Rio proposed a devel-
opment expenditure of INR 
4552.36 cr. including the 
projected CSS amount. He 
asserted that the state share 
to CSS projects continue 
to be a problem because 
of resource constraints. 
Nevertheless, he expressed 
optimism that the Central 
government was likely to 
consider 100% CSS funding 
for hilly states, particularly 
the northeast region.

The chief minister also 
pointed out that the state 
was plunged into a huge 
budgetary deficit due to the 
adverse award of the 13th 
Finance Commission (FC), 
standing at INR 1419.35 
cr. as on March 31, 2015. 
This, he said, was coupled 
by non-release of full state 
specific grants amounting 
to INR 92.50 cr. although 
works were completed, 
and 40 projects approved 
by the erstwhile Planning 
Commission under SPA 

could not be fully released 
due to discontinuation of 
the commission, adding 
up more liabilities. “My 
government will endeavour 
from the government of In-
dia for release of INR 863.95 
cr. which is pending under 
SPA,” he stated.

While acknowledging 
that even as the award of 
the 14th FC improved, he 
said it was just sufficient 
to meet the state’s revenue 
expenditure (RE) require-
ments, leaving insufficient 
resources for development 
requirements and clearing 
of liabilities created during 
the 13th FC.

With the 14th FC pe-
riod to end in two years’ 
time, Rio pointed out that 
the centre has already 
constituted the 15th FC, 
which is expected to visit 
Nagaland within the next 
few months. He said the 
finance department has 
prepared requisite docu-
ments as well as memoran-
dum to be submitted to the 
commission. He stated that 
the state government will 
raise the issues and specific 
needs of the state with the 
commission.

The main reason for 
the negative balance for 
2018-19, he pointed out, is 
on account of the imple-

mentation of Revision of 
Pay (RoP) 2017 which was 
a huge financial burden, 
besides a negative opening 
balance of INR 1607.73 cr. 

He said the percentage 
of non-development and 
salary had increased as the 
state government agreed 
to implement the new RoP 
2017 in ilne with the 7th Pay 
Commission of the central 
government by giving no-
tional fixation from June 
2017 and actual cash pay-
ment from the pay of Janu-
ary 2018, to be impounded 
to the GPF accounts of the 
employees. As a result, he 
said a total amount of INR 
1100.75 cr. was being spent, 
including for both serving 
employees (INR 854.94 cr.) 
and pensioners (INR 245.81 
cr). “State government em-
ployees will have to be pre-
pared to perform their re-
sponsibilities with sincerity 
and commitment, and not 
look for benefits,” the chief 
minister said sternly.

He also informed that 
despite huge investments 
by the government in set-
ting up state corporations 
and undertakings, many 
were non-functional. Even 
during 2017-18, an amount 
of INR 44.34 cr. was spent 
by way of grant-in-aid to 
meet their establishment 
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No. Name Designation

1 Visasolie Lhoungu (BJP) Chairman, Bamboo Mission

2 Dr. Neiphrezo Keditsu (NDPP) Chairman, NKVIB

3 Miathou Krose (NDPP) Chairman, NHHDC

4 Ato Yepthomi (NPP) Chairman, NHL

5 K.L Chishi (BJP) Chairman, DAN

6 Dr. M. Chuba Ao (BJP) Chairman, MARCOFED
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changing image of adoption |  P10
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signing; Swede says ready 
to win  |  P11

Trump names ex-ambassador 
John Bolton as new National 

Security Adviser  | P9

A. Receipts (INR cr.)

 State’s Own Tax and Non- Tax Revenue 988.01

 State’s Share in Central Taxes 3777.86

 Central Assistance (Grants & Loans) 7820.86

 Internal Debt (including WMA from RBI) 5642.87

 Recovery of Loans and  
 Advances by State Govt 2.91

                                               TOTAL 18232.51

B. Expenditures (INR cr.)

 Non-Development Expenditure  
 (excluding Servicing of Debt) 7841.42

 Servicing of Debt  
 (including repayment of WMA) 5911.62

 Plan Expenditure (including CSS) 4552.36

                                               TOTAL 18305.40

C. Balance (A-B) (-) 72.89

D. Public Account (NET) 49.95

E. Current Transactions (A-B+D) (-) 22.94

STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED GROSS 
RECEIPTS AND GROSS EXPENDITURE

EM Graphics

costs, Rio stated. 
He proposed to have a 

serious look into the func-
tioning of these corpora-
tions by setting up a com-

mittee and to close down 
non-performing ones by 
offering a one-time ‘golden 
handshake’ to its employ-
ees.

Kohima Bureau 
Kohima, March 23 (EMN): 
Governor PB Acharya gave 
assent to the Nagaland 
Lokayukta Bill 2017 during 
the first session of the 13th 
Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly on Friday. 

It is now left to the gov-
ernment of the day as and 
when to make the Lokay-
ukta Bill functional. Along 
with the Nagaland Lokay-
ukta Bill, the governor also 
gave assent to the Nagaland 
Essential Services (Main-
tenance) Act, 1978 (First 
Amendment) Bill, 2017.

It was three years ago 
on July 21, 2015 when the 
then chief minister TR Ze-
liang tabled the Nagaland 
Lokayukta Bill 2015 in the 
12th house of NLA, follow-
ing which the NLA passed 
the Nagaland Lokayukta 
Bill 2015 with amendments 
on December 15, 2017. 

The Lokayukta is an 

o m b u d s m a n  b o d y  t o 
check corruption allega-
tions against administra-
tors and legislators. The 
Lokayukta Act  comes 
under Section 63 of the 
Lokpal and Lokayukta Act 
2013 (Act No.1) of 2014 
which makes provision for 
establishment of Lokay-
ukta for the states to in-
quire into allegation of 
corruption against certain 
public functionaries and 
in exercise of the provision 
of section 63 of the Act of 
2013 makes provision for 
passing of the Nagaland 
Lokayukta Act 2015.

It may be mentioned 
that Nagaland Lokayukta 
Bill 2015 was passed with 
amendment due to relent-
less pressure from Against 
Corruption and Unabated 
Taxation and Public Service 
Aspirants of Nagaland who 
went on to form the Public 
Coordination Committee. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 23 (EMN): Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio on 
Friday made some major announcements and proposals 
to propel development in the state and transparency in 
governance.

Presenting the budget for 2018-19 during the 13th NLA 
session, Rio talked about his vision for a ‘Connected Naga-
land’ through public road infrastructure. He said one of the 
first priorities of the People’s Democratic Alliance (PDA) 
government was to immediately start repair and mainte-
nance of roads in the district headquarters within 60 days.

Stating that INR 50 cr. has been provided for this pur-
pose, he said the government will ensure quality of works 
was strictly maintained ‘without any compromise’, and 
to the extent possible, all such works would be taken up 
departmentally.

Rio also informed that the State Quality Control Board 
which was created to ensure quality in civil construc-
tions would be revamped and he further proposed to 
reconstitute the board with members representing both 
serving technocrats, government employees and qualified 
persons. He also assured that his government will ensure 
timely completion of ongoing national highway road 
projects taken up by NHIDCL with quality. Towards this, 
he said a web-based mapping software which will put the 
progress of road construction in the public domain, will be 
put into place. The chief minister also stated that the fleet 
of state transport buses will be enhanced besides improv-
ing infrastructure and facilities for public.

Welfare for the  differently-able 
Rio announced that the PDA government was committed 
towards the welfare of the differently-able and those facing 
mental health challenges. Towards this, he assured that 
the new government will give efforts to make government 
infrastructures barrier-free and provide special education 
teachers in all the districts.  “We are committed towards 
protecting and expanding the rights of citizens who are 
differently-able and we will work towards full equal op-
portunities at work, access to education and to health 
services,” Rio stated. (Read more in page 4)  

Dimapur, March 23 (EMN): The chief minister of Nagaland, Neiphiu Rio has 
appointed six chairmen of various public service undertakings and mission 
mode programmes of the state government. 

A government order on Friday has directed departments in concern to 
issue ‘formal notification’ announcing the appointments of the following 
persons:   

Kohima, March 23 (EMN): Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio on Friday 
requested citizens of Nagaland to 
observe 'Earth Hour' on March 24 
from 8.30 pm to 9.30 pm by shutting 
down non-essential lights and elec-
trical appliances in their homes.

Underscoring the need to con-
serve energy, Rio appealed to all to 
observe the 'Earth Hour' in solidar-
ity with the rest of the world. "This 

is perhaps the biggest grassroots 
movement that seeks to solve the 
problem of global warming, and 
preserve our planet for the future 
generations," he stated.

An official notification issued 
later in the day from the depart-
ment of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change informed that the 
state will observe Earth Hour on 
March 24. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, March 23: At 
least 30 families were left 
homeless in the aftermath 
of a major house-fire that 
engulfed a residential 
pocket here at Y Zhimo 
colony in Signal Angami 
area, just behind Eastern 
Mirror’s main office on 
Friday night. 

The massive fire that 
broke out at around 8 pm 

Kohima Bureau 
Kohima, March 23 (EMN): The 
People's Democratic Alliance 
(PDA) government has doubled 
the operational subsidy and ex-
gratia for accredited journalists 
in Nagaland under the state's 
accredited private journalists 
operational assistance scheme.

This was announced by Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio while de-
livering his budget speech in the 
assembly at the ongoing budget 
session. Rio acknowledged that 
the press and media fraternity 
of the state has made significant 
contributions towards strength-
ening democratic foundations in 
Nagaland. He also lauded press 
persons and media institutions 
for having maintained a positive 
reputation for the fourth estate in 
this region of the country.

"Freedom of press and opin-
ion, reflection of the people's 
voice, along with fair and truth-
ful reportage represent the very 
essence of journalism. Though 
there is always room for improve-
ment in every sector, I am sure 
this House will agree with me that 

the press and media in Nagaland 
have carried out their responsi-
bilities in exemplary manner.

"I look forward to a positive 
engagement with my friends in 
the media and I call upon the 
members of the fourth estate 
to join hands with the House in 
serving the citizens in a respon-
sible manner," the chief minister 
stated. The accredited journalists 
operational assistance scheme 
was first introduced in 2007 when 
Rio was chief minister during the 
then DAN-I government.

Pink buses and 24-hr helpline 
The PDA government has as-
serted strong support for gender 
equality and women empower-
ment. It assured to make con-
scious efforts to empower women 
as a collective responsibility.

“While it is unfortunate that 
no woman could be elected to 
this House till date, we will make 
all possible efforts to bring wom-
en into leadership roles at differ-
ent levels,” said Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio while delivering his 
budget speech. 

Rio announced the introduc-
tion of ‘pink buses’ in Kohima and 
Dimapur on a pilot basis, which 
would have reserved seating for 
women passengers and run on 
subsidised rates. If the pilot pro-
gramme was successful, it would 
be expanded to other areas of the 
state, he stated.

The government will also in-
troduce a 24-hour ‘Women’s Hel-
pline’ to assist and help women 
in distress and facing problems 
in emergency situations. The 
helpline will assist victims of do-
mestic violence, women facing 
abuse and attacks, cheating etc., 
for quick and immediate reaction 
from the law enforcing agencies.

Another new initiative in-
cludes creation of ‘Centre for 
Women Entrepreneurs’, aimed at 
providing mentoring opportuni-
ties and enable financial linkages 
to build successful women-led 
enterprises. The government 
projects that the centre would en-
gage with professional resource 
persons and reputed agencies; 
and become a centre of excel-
lence in the long run. 

Exorcise ghost employees 
Also, Rio today assured of steps to 
combat the persistent problem of 
‘proxy and bogus teachers’ and 
‘ghost employees’ in the educa-
tion sector. 

He informed that special at-
tention will be given to improve 
infrastructure and facilities of 
schools and colleges. The PDA 
government will strive to make 
quality education accessible to all 
students said Rio.

The chief minister also 
announced a new insurance 
scheme for students studying 
outside the state. “All students 
who are registered will be covered 
for a sum of rupees five lakh in 
the unfortunate event of death,” 
he said, adding that the scheme 
will also enable to collect data 
and information on the number 
of students who are undergoing 
academic courses all over the 
country. He said the government 
will release the modalities of the 
scheme at the earliest.

On higher and technical 
education, Rio stated that his 

government would accord top 
priority to provide better avenues 
for students in the area of higher 
and technical studies. For this 
purpose, he informed that steps 
will be taken to enhance techni-
cal and vocational skills as well as 
specialized studies. Acknowledg-
ing that several Naga youth have 
made a mark for themselves in 
the field of music, fashion, sports, 
filmmaking and business, he said 
such initiatives will be given a fil-
lip by providing support to skill 
development and promotion of 
entrepreneurship.

Also assuring to strive to pro-
vide better avenues for job place-
ments to students, Rio said the 
government will set up training 
and coaching centres to assist 
the youth to perform better in the 
common entrance exams and in 
the civil service exams.

“We will also finalise a scheme 
to provide financial incentives to 
Naga students who qualify for 
the interview of civil services ex-
aminations conducted by UPSC 
to enable them to avail of profes-
sional coaching,” he added.

destroyed properties worth 
some few lakh. Residents of 
the locality were sent into 
widespread panic even as 
explosion of at least 10 LPG 
cylinders were reported.   

 The Dimapur fire depart-
ment was reported to have 
received information around 

8.20 pm, even though they 
could arrive at the site only 
after the houses were reduced 
to ashes ‘because of the nar-
row roads.’ At least they could 
prevent the fire from spread-
ing further, sources said. 

It was claimed that five 
fire engines from Dimapur 

fire station and two from 
Chumukedima were used. 
Residents of the locality have 
however disputed it. By the 
time most of these fire trucks 
arrived, the fire had already 
died down ‘naturally’, they 
claimed. 

T h e  L h o m i t h i  Su m i 

church located right next to 
the site has offered to shelter 
the victims for the night.  De-
tailed report could not be as-
certained as Fire department 
officials were said to have 
been busy at the site while fil-
ing this report. No casualties 
were reported. 
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CORRECTIONS
Apropos to a report published on March 22  in the 
front page with headline ‘Strategy changed from 
military to business approach’ – Kholi, the name 
should be read as Hukavi Yepthomi ‘Kilo Kilonser’ 
and not as published.

Students of Capital College  pose for the lens after the programme at the State Academy in Kohima.

Rahul

PB Acharya during the release of the Annual Status of Education Report 2017, on March 21 at the Raj 
Bhavan in Kohima.

Dimapur, March 23 (EMN): 
Nagaland governor and 
rector of Nagaland Uni-
versity, PB Acharya, has 
released the Annual Status 
of Education Report (ASER) 
2017, Nagaland Chapter, 
on March 21 at Raj Bhavan, 
Kohima.

Nagaland chapter ‘ASER 
2017: Beyond Basics,’ was 
carried out in partnership 
with the state education 
department and the Naga-
land University.

For the first time since 
2005, ASER has focused on 
14 to 18 year olds who have 
moved just beyond the 
elementary school age. Ko-
hima district was one of the 
28 districts assessed from 
24 states of the country.

The ASER report 2017 
was an attempt to look ‘be-
yond basics’ to explore a 
wider set of domains and 
the preparedness of the age 
group in applying their lit-
eracy and numeracy skills 
to real world situations. 
Four domains namely ac-
tivity, ability, awareness 
and aspirations were con-
sidered in preparing the 
report. Besides recording 
enrolment and learning 
levels, varied tasks like tell-
ing time, purchase deci-
sions, weights and assess-
ments of digital, financial 
access were applied. 

Data highlights for Ko-
hima district showed high-
er enrolment than all other 
districts with only 8% youth 
not enrolled anywhere, 
while it was 14% for all dis-
tricts. Kohima registered 
63% of all youth (enrolled 

and not enrolled) who have 
completed eight years of 
schooling as compared to 
81% in other districts.

In Kohima, 77% could 
read fluently while 46% 
could read and follow writ-
ten instructions as com-
pared to other districts in 
which 75% could read flu-
ently and 54% read and 
follow written instructions. 

According to the re-
port ,  in  Kohima 86% 
could tell time on simple 
clock face and 49% could 
tell hours and minutes, 
whereas it was 83% and 
59% in other districts. To a 
question about a T shirt at 
10% discount, 20% could 
answer correctly in Ko-
hima, while it was 38% in 
other districts. In Kohima, 
78% could name their own 
state, while it was 79% in 
other districts. In Kohima, 
50% have bank accounts 
while 23% have deposited 
or withdrawn money from 
the bank, whereas it was 
78% and 51% correspond-
ingly in the same catego-
ries. About 15% used ATM 
in Kohima while it was 16% 
in other districts.

Data also showed that 
whether enrolled or not, 
in Kohima 27% worked 
(including regular chores, 
farming), while for all dis-
tricts it was 42%. About 
2.5% in Kohima received 
vocational training where-
as it was 5% in other dis-
tricts. It was observed that 
51% in Kohima have never 
used a computer, while it 
was 56% in other districts. 
Further, it was observed 

that 59% in Kohima have 
never used the internet and 
61% in other districts.

ASER 2017 report stated 
that many young people, 
who have completed eight 
years of schooling, have 
difficulty applying their lit-
eracy and numeracy skills 
to real world situations. 
Overall patterns indicated 
that while basic founda-
tional skills like reading and 
arithmetic are very helpful 
for daily tasks and common 
calculations, not everyone 
who has these foundational 
skills can correctly com-
plete these everyday tasks. 
Data also showed that fe-
males performed worse 
than males on almost all 
tasks.

Since 2005, ASER Cen-
tre- the research unit of 
Pratham, has focused on 
children ranging from age 
5 -16 years, reporting on 
schooling status, and the 
ability to do basic read-
ing and arithmetic tasks. 
The annual survey covered 
nearly every state and ru-
ral district in the country. 
ASER has highlighted the 
fact that although almost 
all children are enrolled in 
school, many are not ac-
quiring foundational skills 
like reading and basic arith-
metic that can help them 
progress in school and life.

To materialise India’s 
much awaited ‘demo-
graphic dividend,’ ASER 
2017 finding has suggest-
ed ensuring young peo-
ple reach adulthood with 
knowledge, skills, and op-
portunities.

Dimapur, March 23 (EMN): The GPRN 
members open its Tatar Hoho Budget Ses-
sion 2018-2019 at the assembly with a si-
lent prayer in remembrance of the martyrs 
led by Rev. Seksim Kasar. The opening of 
the session was followed by reading of the 
vice president’s speech by Rh Raising, con-
vener of the steering committee of NSCN.

According to a press release from the 
ministry of Information and Publicity 
(IP) the vice president conveyed that the 
government requires financial stability for 
optimum functioning for which appropri-
ate budget is essential.  Therefore the vice 
president stressed that the honourable 

members of the House should make ap-
propriate policies and strategies so that 
maximum work is accomplished, the IP 
stated.

The vice president further urged the 
NSCN members to be diplomatic, honest, 
respectful and considerate while deal-
ing with the Naga people, the updates 
informed.

The vice president  prayed that the 
Almighty God bless the August House with 
divine wisdom and knowledge to take the 
right decisions, so that the Nation is saved 
from possible dangers and difficulties 
within and outside, the updates added.

D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  2 3 
(EMN): A boy from Di-
mapur is said to have been 
found in Tinsukia in As-
sam. Non governmental 
child welfare group Child-
line of Dimapur has sought 
information about the par-
ents or relatives of a boy 
identified as Rahul, no 
second name. He stated to 
be aged about 11 years old.  

Updates from Child-
line informed that it had 
received information on 
Tuesday from its Tinsukia 
unit about the boy. 

According to the up-
dates on Friday from 

Dimapur, March 23 (EMN): 
Educational institutions 
have begun ticking off ac-
tivities in their annual aca-
demic almanacs with con-
vocations being the main 
feature to it.   

C-Edge College, in Di-
mapur,  conducted its 
fourth “commencement 
day” on  March 23 in the 
college’s auditorium. The 
director of Higher Edu-
cation Kuholi Chishi  was 
the speaker at the event, 
updates from the colleges 
informed on Friday.

A press release from 
the college stated that the 
programme began with a 
procession of the class of 
2018. The president of the 
college Moa Aier delivered 
the welcome speech, it was 
informed. He administered 
the ‘pledge of allegiance’ 
to the college’s departing 
students, the updates in-
formed.

The principal of the 
college, Chubatola Aier, 
released the institution’s 
yearbook besides giving 
away the college awards, 
the updates informed. The 

D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  2 3 
(EMN): Citizens in Naga-
land are urged to be part 
of the worldwide move-
ment Earth Hour that as-
pires to engage dialogue 
and action that remove 
irresponsible use of energy 
resources.  

A group called the 
Earth Friendly Generation 
(EFG) issued a message on 
Friday appealing to citi-
zens to observe Earth Hour 
on March 24 from 8:30 pm 
to 9:30 pm. 

The World Wide Fund 
for Nature’s (WWF) man-
tra for this year is ‘Give 
up to give back’—citizens 
can ‘give up’ a habit as an 
individual for the environ-
ment and help fight energy 
consumption that affect 
the community, citizens 
and the environment in 
general, the EFG stated. 

The group has request-
ed citizens to lend their 
support to the movement 
by making simple changes 
in their everyday life such 
as giving up a ‘single use’ 
of plastic, or giving up ‘one 
degree’ of air conditioning; 
going the carpool way; 
giving up excess use of 
paper; giving up electronic 
waste such as old mobile 

phones, laptops or any 
electronic gadget, among 
other measures. 

“Even giving up some-
thing as small as a lower 
temperature in your of-
fice will make your spaces 
energy efficient and re-
duce your electricity bills 
and your footprint on the 
Earth,” the group stated.

Dimapur, March 23 (EMN): The ‘lt gen’ of NSCN (K) 
Nikki Sumi  has informed that its finance incharge of 
Dimapur would continue to be held by Akaho Chishi. 
The NSCN (K) has informed all concerned to take note 
of the information.

What to do 
on Earth Hour 
Switch off all non-essential 
lights during  8:30- 9:30 pm 
on March 24 as a mark of 
support to Earth Hour.

Earth Hour is a world-
wide movement organized 
by the WWF. The event is 
held annually encouraging 
individuals, communities, 
and businesses to turn off 
non-essential electric lights 
for one hour, from 8:30 to 
9:30 pm on a specific day 
towards the end of March, 
as a symbol of commitment 
to the planet. It was started 
as a lights-off event in Syd-
ney in Australia in 2007. 
Since then, it has grown to 
engage more than 7,000 
cities and towns across 187 
countries and territories. 
(Source: Wikipedia) 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 23 (EMN): 
The transport department, 
as compared to the rest 
of states, has been cat-
egorically doing well if we 
were to go by the revenue 
it generates in an annual 
fiscal year.

With an achievement of 
INR 2,952 lakh from April 
2017 to February 2018, 
the transport department 
has projected a revenue 
target of INR 2234.82 la-
khs in 2018-19. The an-
nual administrative report 
2017-2018 as presented by 
the Minister for Transport, 
Civil Aviation and Rail-
ways, Land Resources are 
follows (See Table).

As per the annual re-
port, the Nagaland Road 
Safety Policy 2017, formu-
lated for pursuing safety 
on roads has been notified 
by the government effec-
tive from January 18, 2018.

According to the re-
port, the Inspection and 
C e r t i f i c a t i o n  C e n t re 
(IC&C), funded by the 
Ministry of Road Transport 
and Highways (MoRTH) at 
Chumukedima, Dimapur, 
is under construction. The 
main objective in setting 
up the IC&C is to reduce 
road accidents, check 
environmental pollution 
through uncontrolled ve-
hicular emissions.

During the year 2016-

SL. No. YEAR TARGET ACHIEVEMENT

1 2012-13 INR 3296.00 lakh INR 5130.96 lakh

2 2013-14 INR 4900.00 lakh INR 5076.07 lakh

3 2014-15 INR 5100.00 lakh INR 5627.89 lakh

4 2015-16 INR 5810.00 lakh INR 6949.37 lakh

5 2016-17 INR 7904.00 lakh INR 8349.70 lakh

6 2012-18 INR 6500.00 lakh INR 9452.43 lakh (April 2017 to Feb 2018)

17, a total of 31,690 vehi-
cles were registered. Dur-
ing the current year from, 
April 1, 2017, to January 
31, 2018, 30952 vehicles 
have been registered in 
the state, while a total of 
12024 driving licenses 
were issued during the 
period from February 2017 
to January 31, 2018, it was 

informed.
Meanwhile, the trans-

port department is also 
constructing civilian heli-
pads at district and sub-
divisional headquarters in 
a phased manner. This was 
necessitated as most of the 
helipads being used by the 
state helicopter services 
in the state belongs to the 

army or paramilitary forces 
which at times hampers 
normal operation due to 
security reasons.

It was informed that 
Helipads at Tizit and Satoi 
were constructed during 
2017-18 and helipads at 
Zunheboto, Wokha and 
Phek wil be constructed 
during 2018-19.

Dimapur, March 23 (EMN): The 
Nagaland government, the state’s 
opposition, and civic groups have 
lashed out strongly—at least in 
their statements—at the spate of 
criminal activities in the state, in-
cluding the killing of a government 
worker.   

The deputy chief minister of 
Nagaland Y Patton issued a state-
ment on Friday condemning the 
criminal activities. In his statement, 
Patton stated that the two individu-
als who allegedly murdered  one 
Lunkholal  Singson  in Zunheboto 
had been identified as one Puloka 
Awomi  and a Vikato Shohe.  The 
minister informed that the two 
have been arrested and that the 
authorities would take action. 

The deputy chief minister ex-
pressed condolences to the be-
reaved family. 

Also, Patton denounced the 
shooting of a businessman Joy 
Chandra March 22 and business-
women Rekha  Das  on  the 23rd 
in Dimapur. The minister assured 
that investigations into both the 
incident were being undertaken 
by the district’s police and that the  
authorities were on a manhunt to 
find the perpetrators.

Patton has urged the state’s 
police and the district administra-
tion to be vigilant ‘to ensure peace 
in the state.’

NPF tells govt. to act firm and fast 
The Naga People’s Front (NPF) on 
Friday expressed dismay at what it 
called lawlessness in the state. The 
party was referring to the recent 
incidences of killing and shooting. 
The opposition has demanded 

that the state  ‘put its foot down and 
bring the culprits to book without 
any delay.’  

The press release from the 
NPF’s press bureau listed out the 
offences: the killing of a govern-
ment employee identified as one 
Lunkholal Singsong in Zunheboto 
district on March 17; the shooting 
of Joy Chandra, a businessman on 
March 22 and, another, the shoot-
ing of Rekha Das, a shopkeeper, on 
March 23, also in Dimapur. 

The bids on the life of the peo-
ple in the commercial capital of 
the state in a span of 24 hours have 
created fear psychosis in the minds 
of the business community, the 
NPF stated. The party asserted that 
the shootings could be either due 
to ‘business rivalry’ or ‘extortion’ 
by ‘undesirable elements’ with the 
latter being ‘more likely.’

 “The government of the day 
should immediately put its foot 
down and bring the culprits to 
book without any delay lest it, the 
government, be construed to have 
ushered in a change for the worse 
in the society,” the NPF remarked.

Further, the party stated that 
the Naga underground groups 
should “rein in their erring cadres” 
involved in such ‘lawlessness.’ 

The efforts of the Naga people 
to bring about a ‘final solution’ to 
the Naga political problem shall go 
in vain in the face of ‘such violent 
atrocities,’ the NPF added.

Civil Society want authorities to 
hunt down perpetrators
A number of organisations in Di-
mapur has condemned the shoot-
ing of two citizens by unknown 

gunmen in Dimapur. 

DDCF
The Dimapur District Citizens 
Forum, the Dimapur Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, the Naga-
land Peoples Front’s minority wing, 
and the Midland Colony Dimapur 
all decried the criminal activities. 
They have demanded that the 
public condemn ‘such acts of bar-
barism in the greatest  degree.’

The organisations had a com-
mon refrain in their statements: 
the crimes have created fear psy-
chosis in the minds of peace-loving 
citizens.  

The law enforcing agencies are 
urged to act swiftly and hunt down 
the perpetrators at the earliest. 
Such an enforcement action will 
restore confidence in the minds of 
the citizens, the community groups 
stated.

NTC 
The Nagaland Tribes Council (NTC) 
has expressed shock at the ‘cold 
blood murder’ of an employee of 
the department of Veterinary and 
Animal Husbandry identified as 
Lunkholal Singson. A press release 
from the council  media cell on 
Friday.

The ‘barbaric action’ of the 
criminals deserve the ‘highest order 
of condemnation’ by all citizens 
it stated.  ‘Such heinous crime in 
our society is alarming and the law 
enforcing agencies should punish 
the culprits responsible for the said 
offence at the earliest,’ the NTC 
stated.The organisation has appre-
ciated the prompt action of civil or-
ganizations in working to arrest the 

culprits, the press release added. 

NVFAA 
The Nagaland Veterinary Field 
Assistants Association also con-
demned the ‘cold blooded, brutal 
and barbaric murder’ of its member 
Lunkholal Singson on March 17. 
The group issued a note on Friday.

The association demanded that 
the law enforcing agencies ‘rigidly 
punish’ the culprits according to 
the law and with ‘non-bailable im-
prisonment.’ 

KNKN 
The Kuki Nute Kiloikhom of Na-
galand (KNKN) has condemned 
the ‘most abhorable’ murder of 
Singson. The organisation issued a 
press release on Friday. 

The KNKN has called upon all 
‘right thinking mothers’ to stand 
united in denouncing crime and 
join in efforts to building a ‘safer 
Nagaland.’ It has appealed to the 
authorities to punish the culprits 
‘that such act of merciless killing of 
innocent people doesn’t occur in 
the society in future.’  

The organisation has also de-
manded that the government of 
Nagaland compensate as the de-
ceased was of the sole bread-earner 
of the bereaved family. The group 
has demanded a government job 
to the wife of Lunkholal Singson on 
humanitarian grounds.

The KNKN has expressed grati-
tude to community organisations 
and the police administration in 
locating the dead body, and ap-
prehending the culprits besides 
showing solidarity in condemning 
the crime.

Dimapur Childline, he 
claimed to be a resident 
of Burma Camp in Di-
mapur. Based on this in-
formation, members of 

the group went to trace his 
parents according to ad-
dress and location that was 
given. However, his par-
ents’ whereabouts could 
not been found, Childline 
stated.

Rahul  is  currently 
lodged at a shelter in Tin-
sukia, the updates said. 

Anyone with knowledge 
or information about the 
boy or his parents / guardian 
may contact Childline’s toll 
free number 1098, 03862-
224151 / 8731889309; or 
Child Welfare Committee 
of Dimapur at  9436260005 
/  9402832493.

college is said to have in-
troduced a new award from 
this year called the ‘Spear 
award.’ The award would 
be given to students who 
excelled in five disciplines 
namely science, personal-
ity, entertainment, aesthet-
ics and rhetoric. The first 
recipient of the award was 
a student of BBA VI semes-
ter Toki Swu, the released 
informed.

The speaker of the 
event Kuholi Chishi spoke 
at length about how the col-
lege had grown  during the 
past few years and how the 

students were being effec-
tively moulded, the updates 
asserted. She encouraged 
the departing students to 
make their graduation the 
beginning to develop them-
selves. 

Also, Chishi was said to 
have emphasised on ‘life-
long learning principle.’ She 
urged the departing  stu-
dents to never give up but 
to persist with determina-
tion and ‘always believe in 
oneself,’ the updates added. 
Pfutsero  Govt. College
Pfutsero Govt. College con-
ducted its 36th “parting so-

cial” with the theme “follow 
your bliss” on March 23 in 
the college’s auditorium in 
Pfutsero of Phek. 

 Empahasizing on the 
theme T.L. Singsit, guest 
speaker of the day said dur-
ing the programme that 
students should keep in 
mind the ‘realities of the 
world’. They must work 
hard to compete in the 
highest level and make a 
living in whatever field they 
pursue, he said according to 
the updates on Friday.

 Students must take life 
positively, trust their ability 

and fear the Lord as it is the 
beginning of knowledge, 
Singsit said.

Bidding farewell to the 
outgoing students, Singit 
lauds their contribution in 
bringing laurels to the col-
lege and lifting the standard 
of the college. 

An annual magazine 
has been released by the 
college vice principal with 
adage “transformation 
through participation”.

R o s e m a r y  M e r o , 
Eyiekhrote Vero and Ve-
zokhro spoke on behalf of 
the outgoing students and 

Kekhruvelu spoke on behalf 
of the present students, 
added the source.

Capital College 
The Capital College of 
Higher Education conduct-
ed its nine “parting social” 
on March 23 at the State 
Academy Hall in Kohima 
with the theme ‘Pursuit to 
Vertex.’

Speaking on the theme, 
Sahisongla, dean of stu-
dents said that the pursuit 
of vertex needs a positive 
attitude, patience, commit-
ment, and hard work. She 
wished the outgoing stu-
dents success in life, stated 
an update on Friday.

Thejoto Nienu, Presi-
dent, Capital College of 
Higher Education Students’ 
Union in his valedictory 
speech asserted that ‘young 
citizens’ have the poten-
tial to be the harbinger of 
change. 

Change can happen 
only when we get involved 
and come together to rea-
son for a cause, said the 
president, and encouraged 
them to be realistic in their 
approach towards life.
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Angami community presenting a cultural item during the Sekrenyi festival organised by the Kohima Village Youth Organisation at the village ground on March 23. EM Images

PDA keen to improve agri and allied sector — Rio

Kohima village youth celebrates Sekrenyi festival

Ruckus over governor’s speech 
Kohima Bureau

Kohima, March 23 (EMN): Newly 
formed People’s Democratic Al-
liance (PDA) government led by 
the chief minister, Neiphiu Rio, 
has emphasised to improve and 
promote the agri and allied sec-
tor in the state. 

In his budget speech at the 
first session of the 13th Naga-
land Legislative Assembly, Rio, 
who is the minister in-charge 
of finance, said the government 
guided by the Vision 2020 goal 
of achieving ‘Food for All’ would 
continue to focus on achieving 
food security through adop-
tion of modern technology and 
adoption of an integrated ap-
proach to farming and putting 
in place critical infrastructure 
for transportation, storage and 
processing of products. 

While pointing out on the 
task of bringing about commer-
cial scales of production in the 
agri and allied sector in order to 
cater to the market demand, Rio 
cited that the constant growing 

market for organic produces can 
be exploited to our advantages 
and transform this area into a vi-
able and profitable profession. 

He was optimistic that young-
sters would opt for farming re-
lated professions in the coming 
years. He also mentioned crea-
tion of job opportunities in the 
coffee plantation undertaken by 
the Land Resource department. 
Towards this, he assured that the 
government would do the best 
possible to create an enabling 
climate.
Rural livelihood programmes
In the rural development sector, 
Rio said his government prior-
ity would be to transform and el-
evate the lives of all rural people 
with gainful employment. 

Rio said implementation of 
MNREGA would ensure not only 
job creation but also results in 
durable community assets. He 
assured that rural employment 
would further be supplemented 
through skill development and 

rural livelihoods programmes 
by having convergence with 
schemes that promote arts and 
crafts, animal husbandry, poultry 
and piggery. 

He also mentioned that on-
line marketing of handloom and 
handicraft products would help 
augment the income of rural 
households. 

IFAD approved project 
amounting to INR 612.43 cr
The International Fund for Agri-
culture Development (IFAD) has 
approved the project “Fostering 
Climate Resilient Upland Farm-
ing System in Nagaland” (FO-
CUS) amounting to INR 612.43 
crore for a duration of six years. 

Informing this, Rio said the 
project would commence from 
April 1, 2018, till March 2024 
with a window for further exten-
sion. The project, he said, aims 
to improve the present agricul-
ture system, promote permanent 
settled agriculture, create an or-
ganic marketing value chain and 

undertake forest conservation 
activities. 

Nagaland Forest Management 
Project (NFMP)
In the forest sector, Rio said the 
Nagaland Forest Management 
Project (NFMP) has been ap-
proved for funding from the Ja-
pan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA). 

The project cost, he informed 
is estimated at INR 533 crore, 
which would be implemented in 
185 villages of 22 selected forest 
ranges in 11 forest divisions cov-
ering all the districts of the state.  

He also informed that the 
department is also in the proc-
ess of finalising negotiations for 
a “Biodiversity and community 
conserved area management” 
project, which would be funded 
under the Indo-German Finan-
cial Cooperation Project. This 
project, he said would cover 70 
villages in six districts over a pe-
riod of seven years starting from 
2018-19.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 23 
(EMN): With an aim to 
promote and preserve 
the Naga cultural herit-
age, Kohima Village Youth 
Organisation (KVYO) has 
celebrated Sekrenyi fes-
tival along with the khel 
peli (peer groups) at Ko-
hima village ground, Ziek-
ezou, on March 23.

Various cultural com-
petitions and events 
marked the Sekrenyi fes-
tival as the peli groups 
came in number to cel-

ebrate the occasion at 
the ground. Several Peli 
groups and individuals 
from the four khels of Ko-
hima village took part in 
various competitions.

Exhoring the gather-
ing at the inaugural pro-
gramme, treasurer of An-
gami Public Organisation 
(APO), Vilie-o Rutsa, has 
stressed on the important 
role of peli (peer group) 
in preserving the unique 
traditional cultural and 
identity of the Nagas.

He said peer group 

is an informal platform 
where the various ac-
tivities held is a learning 
ground for the members 
to get to know each oth-
er, gain knowledge and 
learn the values of life 
through sharing and dis-
cussion.

He said by coming 
together, the peer group 
members are given their 
share of responsibilities 
and duties, while in re-
turn they also contribute 
to the community.

Rutsa pointed out 

that peli group, which 
was practiced and fol-
lowed religiously in the 
olden times, is now be-
ing substituted by formal 
classroom in the school 
where young children are 
given quality education. 
Besides, with the advent 
of Christianity, he said 
that young generations 
are taught lessons in the 
church at present.

Johny G Rengma, non 
officials board of directors 
of the National Schedule 
Tribes Finance and De-

velopment Corporation 
(NSTFDC), New Delhi, 
under Ministry of Tribal 
Affairs, Government of 
India; Rajesh Soudararan-
jan, Deputy Commission-
er, Kohima; and Kekhrie 
Yhome also attended the 
function and witnessed 
the events.

Dzuvingusa Mepfuo, 
vice president KVYO, 
delivered the welcome 
address, while special 
number was presented 
by Khrietho peli No.11 (P 
Khel) and P Khel girls. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 23 (EMN): The 13th 
Nagaland Legislative Assembly will not 
experience similar anecdotes of what 
was practised during the 12th assembly. 
While the 12th NLA under TR Zeliang’s 
leadership was popularly known for hav-
ing an opposition-less government, the 
13th NLA, for sure, will have more rounds 
of debates and discussion as there is a 
strong opposition bench this time. 

Even at the first session of the 13th 
house, the signal was clear from the 
opposition bench of 26 members who 
won’t compromise or turn a blind eye on 
policies which goes against the interest 
of the public. 

While the ruling bench has endorsed 
the Governor’s address as one of the best 
so far, the opposition has criticised it as 
one of the “most dissatisfying and dis-
turbing” address the way it was written 
and presented.

Participating in the motion of thanks 
to the Governor’s address, senior legis-
lator of the Naga People’s Front (NPF), 
Küzholüzo Nienu termed the Gover-
nor’s address as “totally misleading and 
disturbing.” He held the bureaucrats 
responsible in writing the address par-
ticularly referring to the sentence “My 
government has come “back” to power,” 
while stating that it was DAN who were in 
power in the last tenure and not the PDA. 
He alleged that the highest office of the 
government has been misused.

While acknowledging that the last 
tenure has been disturbing, Neinu said 
“we have belittled ourselves. We failed to 
perform” and at the same time, he also 
maintained that it is premature to criti-
cise the present day government as he 
opined that the government is moving 
towards the wrong direction.

Nienu also criticised the swearing-in 
ceremony held at local ground as “uncon-
stitutional” and accused Rio of confining 
the ministers at Hotel Vivor and the delayed 
of allocation of portfolios of the MLAs.

On the government’s promise to bring 
change, Nienu maintained that the chang-
es are totally disturbing and not for better 
but for the worse. He hinted that one day 
it will have a negative impact on the Nagas 
and accused the government of “not walk-
ing the talk and only political gimmicks.”

He also accused the government as 
a government of “revenge and venge-
ance,” while referring to the transfers and 
postings of bureaucrats and technocrats, 
which was done within two hours after 
the swearing-in ceremony. Nienu claimed 
that the government transferred those of-
ficers whom they thought sided with NPF. 

Questioning the leader of the house, 
Nienu asked whether his government is 
NDPP led government or a BJP led gov-
ernment. “To me, this is purely BJP led 
government because more of the cabinet 

ministers are from the BJP. If not a BJP led 
government, this is a BJP de-facto gov-
ernment” added Nienu.

Stressing on the need for reformation 
and transformation of the system, Nienu 
has cited change in the electoral roll and 
process, file movement and processing, 
issuing of work order, appointments and 
payments of bills. He said total reforma-
tion and transformation in the system is 
the need of the hour.

On the cabinet decision to reveal the 
assets of the politicians, Nienu, while en-
dorsing the idea, however suggested to 
do the same for the bureaucrats and tech-
nocrats. He stated that some bureaucrats 
are much richer than the politicians. 

On the Naga political issue, he ques-
tioned if the 34 MLAs in the ruling bench 
can vacate their seats if at all solution has 
to arrived. Nienu felt that the 34 mem-
bers, who are enjoying the power at the 
moment, may become the hurdles to the 
ongoing talks.

MLA Yitachu, referring to the words 
‘transparency and good governance’ 
mentioned by the governor in his ad-
dress, said “if we really want to have 
good governance then the law should be 
strong. As long as we think that “moboc-
racy” is right, it is useless to talk about 
good governance. We are only making 
a mockery of ourselves by talking good 
governance. As long as we don’t go by the 
rule of law, to bring about good govern-
ance, progress and development, I think 
it will always remain a distant dream.”

On the Naga political issue, Yitachu 
maintained that its main agenda is to 
bring about a permanent solution to the 
Naga political issue, adding he will be 
happy to extend all possible help to bring 
about a permanent solution. He asserted 
that a strong and stable government is 
necessary to bring about political solu-
tion to the Naga people. He felt that as 
long as the government remains weak 
and goes into hiding, it cannot bring 
about any tangible or concrete proposal 
to bring about the Naga political solution. 
He looked forward for a strong and stable 
government to bring about a permanent 
solution to the Naga political issue.

Endorsing Neiba Kronu, who has 
called for working together and unit-
edly set an example to the world, Yitachu, 
while citing the atrocities meted out to the 
Christians in India said, “we should send a 
good message from this very house to the 
outside world and let us pass a resolution 
that this august house have debated, taken 
a serious note on the atrocities meted out 
to the Christians community in India and 
press the central government to be more 
vigilant and protect the secular character 
of the India in spirit and in letter.”

Others who participated in the debate 
included Dr. Longrineken, L Imkong Imchen, 
Neiba Kronu, CL John and EE Pangteang.
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Shillong, March 23 (PTI): 
Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad K Sangma today pre-
sented a Rs 1,150 crore deficit 
budget, highlighting that 
total receipts for 2018-19 
will improve owing to higher 
central taxes share.

He said the central tax-
es share is earmarked at Rs 
5,059.77 crore and the gov-
ernment will grant mining 
leases for minor minerals 
to generate revenue from 
royalty.

I am, therefore, present-
ing the budget of 2018-19 
with a fiscal deficit of Rs 1,150 
crore which is around 3.32 
per cent of GSDP, Conrad 
said in his budget speech.

Estimating the total re-
ceipts at Rs 14,104 crore, he 
said the revenue receipts are 
estimated at Rs 12,531 crore 
and capital receipts at Rs 
1,573 crore.

The total receipts saw a 
nominal increase of Rs 1,594 
crore from last year s pro-
jected receipt.

The total expenditure 
is estimated at Rs 14,101 
crore of which the revenue 
expenditure is estimated to 
be at Rs 12,036 crore while 
Rs 2,065 crore as capital ex-

penditure, he said.
The chief minister ad-

mitted that the spill over 
impact of the National Green 
Tribunal ban on coal mining 
on the economy of the state 
is still restricting the state 
from realising its full revenue 
potential.

He, however, said the re-
cent relaxation on sale of 
liquor has slightly improved 
the revenue collection during 
the past one year.

Conrad said the advanced 
estimates for Gross State Do-
mestic Product (GSDP) for 
2017-18 is Rs 31,290 crore, 
an increase of 10 per cent 
over last year s current mar-
ket price of Rs 28,445 crore 
which showed an increase 
of 9.5 per cent over last year 
s figures.

He said the growth of the 
tertiary sector is registered 
at 7.24 per cent and that of 
secondary and primary sec-
tor at 16.59 per cent and 2.71 
per cent, respectively.

The chief minister also 
informed that the per capita 
income of the state at current 
price for 2017-18 stands at Rs 
89,432 showing an increase 
of about 5.04 per cent as 
compared to last year s 8.26 

per cent.
The new Meghalaya 

Democratic Alliance govern-
ment under the leadership of 
Conrad K Sangma also spelt 
out key measures the govern-
ment will take to generate 
additional resources.

“The government is tak-
ing measures to strengthen 
the enforcement machinery 
to realise higher revenue un-
der Goods and Services Tax 
(GST(, grant mining lease to 
minor minerals to generate 
revenue from royalty,” he 
said.

Assuring that the state 
will meet its committed and 
unavoidable expenditures, 
the chief minister said, The 
government is committed to 
strictly implement and rein-
force fiscal austerity meas-
ures and avoid all wasteful 
expenditures. 

He also said the state will 
appropriately make submis-
sions before the 15th Finance 
Commission to help improve 
the socio economic and ad-
ministrative set up.

The Commission is set to 
submit its report by October 
2019 and its five year award 
period will cover the year 
2020 up to 2025.

Guwahati, March 23 (PTI): 
The opposition Congress 
today termed the recent-
ly approved North East 
Industrial Development 
Scheme (NEIDS) with an 
outlay of Rs 3,000 crore as 
a “cruel joke” and said the 
Centre downgraded the 
earlier policy to a scheme.

“The NEIDS is a shame 
and hoax in the name of 
industry promotion initia-
tive. It is not even a policy. 
The Centre simply down-
graded the earlier policy to 
a mere scheme. It is a cruel 
joke on North East,” Con-
gress Vice President (As-
sam Unit) Pradyut Bordoloi 
said at a press conference.

NEIDS, 2017 has been 
introduced by curtailing 
many of the elements and 
features of the earlier North 

East Industrial and Invest-
ment Promotion Policy 
(NEIIPP), 2007, he claimed.

Bordoloi, who was the 
industry minister in former 
chief minister Tarun Go-
goi’s government, also at-
tacked the BJP for allocat-
ing the scheme only Rs 
3,000 crore.

“In just one year of 
2009-10, the total claim by 
the industries considering 
all benefits and subsidies 
offered under NEIIPP sur-
passed Rs 3,000 crore. And 
now the BJP is offering a 
scheme with just Rs 3,000 
crore for four years,” he 
added.

Bordoloi claimed that 
the NEIDS has excluded 
the services sector, which 
generates most employ-
ment in the region.

“From 2005 to 2016, 
the Congress government 
could create nearly five 
lakh direct jobs in the pri-
vate and joint sectors. The 
credit goes to the benefits 
under NEIIPP.

However, the new gov-
ernment does not even 
have a proper mechanism 
to count new jobs,” he 
claimed.

The Congress leader 
warned that unless the BJP 
government considers the 
massive unemployment 
issue at the earliest, seri-
ous “social agitation” will 
take place in Assam. In 
December 2014, the BJP-
led Central government 
had suspended registration 
of all new schemes under 
the NEIIPP, which finally 
expired in March 2017.

Reforms in power sector
Rio said power remains an area of 
concern due to the huge losses be-
ing incurred annually due to poor 
revenue collection. Attributing non-
payment of bills and power theft as 
one of the main reasons for huge 
revenue losses in the power sector, he 
appealed to the public to develop the 
culture of paying for what they use 
and also asked departments to ensure 
that priority is accorded to payment of 
power dues.

Rio pointed out that during the 
13th Finance Commission period, 
the total loss of revenue on account 
of power was INR 963.34 cr.; during 
the 14th Finance Commission period, 
the projected total loss of revenue on 
account of power is INR 1100 cr.; dur-
ing the year 2017-18 alone, the loss of 
revenue on account of power was INR 
309. 97 cr.; and now in 2018-19, it is 
projected at INR 318 cr.

“Unless serious efforts are made 
to check such negative trends, huge 
amounts of scarce resources will go 
down the drain without any produc-
tivity,” he said.

Nevertheless, he said power sec-
tor is witnessing positive improve-
ments in transmission infrastructure 
because of which power supply in 
Kohima, Dimapur and Peren districts 
will become more stable. Reforms 
have also been introduced in the 
billing and collection activities in 
Kohima, Dimapur, Chumukedima, 
Phek, Zunheboto, Wokha, Mon and 
Tuensang towns through online pay-
ment systems including facility for 
payment using POS swipe machines 
at Kohima and Dimapur, he stated.

“During 2018- 19, I propose to 
provide an amount of INR 19 cr. for 
maintenance which is an increase of 
35.71 % over 2017-18,” he added.

Health project at 177 sites
On health sector, Rio informed of the 
5-7 years World Bank-funded Naga-
land Health Project implemented 
by the state medical department 
which would cover 177 sites selected 
through consultative process. He said 
the project seeks to improve health 
services and increase in their utiliza-
tion by communities in targeted loca-
tions.  The project’s approved cost is 
48 million USD as loan from IDA and 
12 million USD as state share. He said 
the project will avoid duplication of 
existing activities of the state health 
system as well as the NHM.

Religious and study tours
The PDA government has also an-
nounced the introduction of a new 
programme for ‘Holy Land tours and 
pilgrimages’. The chief minister said 
detailed guidelines to enable the citi-
zens to visit ‘holy land’ will be set up 
so that the government part-sponsor 
such visits.

Another new package to be intro-
duced is study tours and excursions 
for students, enabling them to take 
on excursion trips to different parts of 
the country, particularly the national 
capital region. Rio informed that every 
year 100 students will be sponsored 
to visit New Delhi and other cities 
to gain experience from places like 
the Rashtrapati Bhavan, Parliament 
House, Taj Mahal in different batches. 
A separate cell will be set up to facili-

tate the successful implementation of 
the scheme.

Recommendation notes for ap-
pointments to be banned
Stating that the government prom-
ised meritocracy to the people, Rio 
said as a first step, measures will be 
taken up ensure that government jobs 
were filled through proper transpar-
ent procedures. Also, on awarding 
of welfare schemes and selection of 
beneficiaries for various programmes, 
he said these will be merit-based. As 
a start, he stated that the practice of 
recommendation notes for vacan-
cies, contracts and supplies will be 
curtailed. Vacancies and formats for 
applications will be displayed on 
government websites to enable all 
citizens have equal opportunity and 
a culture of meritocracy can be incul-
cated, he added.

Internet connectivity to all the 
districts 
Rio said all the districts will be con-
nected on Bharat Broadband Network 
through optical fibres. Maintaining 
that information technology will be an 
invaluable tool for better governance 
as well as policy making, he said it was 
imperative to make departments, of-
ficials as well as the public to have a 
round-the-clock internet access. The 
IT department and National Infor-
matics Centre Nagaland will pool their 
resources together to bring Nagaland 
fully into the age of IT so as to enhance 
efficiency and productivity of the gov-
ernment, he said.

Policy interventions for industries
The chief minister expressed concern 
that the industries sector was lan-
guishing in neglect for several years, 
and stating that conditions were ideal 
to bring investments into the state, he 
stated the PDA government will begin 
with key policy interventions to make 
setting up business and enterprise 
simpler. He however pointed out 
that real industrialization should be 
one that is locally driven and not in-
jected from outside. For this, he urged 
upon progressive farmers and young 
entrepreneurs to appreciate the im-
portance of starting big ventures with 
locally sourced raw materials and 
produce so that benefits flowed down 
to the grassroots levels.

Rio also mentioned that on Mar. 
21, the Union Cabinet under Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has approved 
the North East Industrial Develop-
ment Scheme (NEIDS) 2017 which 
would provide a financial outlay of 
INR 3000 cr. for industrial develop-
ment in the NE states. He informed 
that Naga industrialists and entre-
preneurs have potential to benefit 
with the incentives being provided 
for capital investments, taxes and 
employment promotion.

Investment and development  
institution 
In order to attract investment from 
private sector and multilateral agen-
cies in Nagaland, Rio proposed to set 
up Nagaland Investment and Devel-
opment Authority, a body including 
recruited and experience persons 
from both the government and non-
government sector from different 
backgrounds. This body whose struc-
ture will be announced soon, he said, 

will aggressively pursue investment 
projects, infrastructure development 
and take up major that contribute 
towards economic growth in a sus-
tainable manner that is acquainted 
and adaptable to Nagaland situation. 
State to formulate anti-plastic policy
A new initiative called ‘Clean and 
Green Nagaland’ will be introduced 
as part of the Swachh Bharat Initia-
tive, to promote and spread the mes-
sage of keeping the environment and 
habitations clean and hygienic. An-
nouncing this, chief minister Rio said 
the state will soon be formulating an 
anti-plastic policy in a ‘practical and 
realistic manner’.

Govt to address issues of imbalance 
in development ENPO areas
Rio today said that PDA government 
was committed to make special in-
terventions to address continuing 
issues of imbalance in development 
of the Eastern Naga areas with special 
focus on creating key infrastructural 
facilities as well as capacity building 
to bring them at par with the state of 
the state.

“We would specially focus on 
ensuring connectivity of all block 
headquarters, provision of Broadband 
connectivity, ensuring availability of 
doctors in hospitals to ensure that the 
ENPO areas have better social and 
physical infrastructure,” he said. He 
remarked that every department will 
be asked to ensure focused attention 
on implementation of schemes in the 
Eastern Nagaland areas.

Central monitoring mechanism for 
projects
In order to ensure successful imple-
mentation of government policies, 
programs and projects, the chief 
minister announced that a central 
monitoring mechanism in the form of 
a Project Management Board will be 
setup. The board will ensure periodi-
cal monitoring of all skills and projects 
for successful implementation and 
timely delivery, he said.

New tourism policy to be  
formulated
Rio announced that a new tourism 
policy will be formulated to provide 
innovation and creativity that re-
flected the energy of the Naga youth, 
the colour and vibrancy of the Naga 
culture and the richness of their her-
itage. He informed that an amount of 
INR 2 cr. will be kept aside for capac-
ity building exercises for tourism and 
related industry and promotional 
events. He also said an online ILP 
system will be introduced.

Maintaining that the annual 
Hornbill Festival has become a pre-
mier festival of the region, the chief 
minister said it was this event that 
has ‘internationalised’ Nagaland and 
propagated the culture and heritage 
of the Naga to the world in a most pos-
itive manner. Towards this, he stated 
that his government will be increasing 
the dimensions of the festival by pro-
moting the ‘Hornbill brand’ further 
through a strategy that would bring in 
tourists throughout the year. Towards 
this end, he proposed to promote 
the tribal festivals into 2-3 days ‘mini 
hornbill festivals’ in various districts, 
which would culminate with the main 
Hornbill Festival in December.

Agartala, March 23 (PTI): Tripura 
Governor Tathagata Roy today 
said his government aims at dou-
bling the income of the farmers 
in the state in the next five years.

The economy of Tripura is 
primarily an agrarian economy 
with large section of population 
dependent on agriculture for their 
livelihood. My government will 
place the highest emphasis on 
development of agriculture and 
farmer s welfare , Roy said in his 
first address to the 12th assembly 
session.

“My government aims at dou-
bling the income of the farmers 
in the next five years by increas-
ing output through better agri-
cultural practices by setting up 
agro-processing industries and 
reducing the input cost,” he said.

The BJP-Indigenous People s 
Front of Tripura has swept to pow-
er in the February polls by ending 
the 25-year-long Left Front rule.

Roy said a ‘Krishak Bondhu 
Kendra’ will be set up in every 
subdivision of the state for provid-
ing advice, help and guidance to 
the farmers.

He said state government was 
committed to develop quality 
infrastructure under the HIRA vi-
sion of Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi.
Modi in his poll address at 

Sonamura in Sipahijala district 
had said his party would offer 
HIRA.

The acronym HIRA means H 
for highways, I for internet ways, 
R for railways and A for airways.

Roy said the state government 
would promote IT industry, en-
trepreneurship, bring domestic 
and foreign investors and ensure 
that at least one person of a family 
held a job. He also said the gov-
ernment would make all efforts to 
promote industrialization, draw 
up a policy for ‘StartUp Tripura’ 
and would encourage entrepre-
neurship in the state.

“Special Economic Zones 
would be set up for different sec-
tors like food processing, bam-
boo, plastic, consumer durables, 
Information technology and 
textile”, he said. The governor said 
establishing the rule of law was 
his government s priority and the 
state government has zero toler-
ance to crimes and corruption. 

“My government is fully com-
mitted to ensure that Tripura 
becomes a crime-free state with 
effective policing and use of tech-
nology. Women security will be a 
top agenda,” he added.

Aizawl, March 23 (PTI): The gov-
ernor, the chief minister and 
other VIPs of Mizoram have hired 
helicopters 69 times since 2013, 
the state Assembly was informed 
today. Replying to a question from 
Dr K Beichhua of the Mizo Na-
tional Front (MNF), Chief Minister 
Lal Thanhawla said the governor 
chartered state-run Pawan Hans 
helicopter 10 times, the chief 
minister 53 times and other VIPs 
six times.

When opposition MLAs asked 
about the expenses incurred for 
chartering the helicopter, the chief 
minister evaded the question.

He said the Pawan Hans’s rate 
of chartering the helicopter had 
been Rs 70,000 per hour which 
was revised and hiked to Rs 80,000 
per hour from January last.

Mizoram government had 
sometime back written a letter to 
the Centre asking for more flights 
between Aizawl and Imphal as 
there was only one Air India flight 
between the two state capitals in 
a week.

“Many people in Manipur are 
Mizos and we want better con-
nectivity by air between the two 
states,” he said.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, March 23 (EMN): The 
tripartite talks involving United 
Naga Council (UNC), union and 
Manipur governments on the 
creation of new districts in the 
state was held at Senapati, 60 km 
from Imphal on Fri. March 23. 

UNC president Gaidon Ka-
mei led a team of 16 members 
in the talk which was upgraded 
to political level in 2017. Four 
Manipur Ministers V Hang-
khalian (Agriculture), N Kayisii 
(Tribal affairs), Th Radheshyam 
(Education), L Jayentakumar 
(Health) besides two senior 
officials represented the state 
government.

Joint Secretary of Ministry 

of Home Affairs (in charge of 
North East) Satyendra Garg who 
represented the government of 
India also attended the talks that 
aimed in finding an amicable 
solution following the creation 
of seven new districts in Ma-
nipur by the previous Congress 
government in Dec. 2016. 

The newly formed districts 
are Jiribam, Kangpokpi, Kam-
jong, Kakching, Noney, Pherzawl 
and Tengnoupal. 

UNC had been protesting 
against the creation of new dis-
tricts particularly Kangpokpi and 
Jiribam when O Ibobi was the 
state’s chief minister. However, 
the agitation was withdrawn fol-
lowing an understanding with 

the newly-formed BJP-led coali-
tion government which came to 
power in March 2017.

A s  p e r  t h e  a g re e m e n t 
reached in the talks on March 
23, according to the sources 
available, it was agreed that “The 
state government will finalise its 
stand on UNC demands by April 
10 2018 and will inform the cen-
tral government and UNC about 
it.” The next round of talks will 
be held on April 27  2018.

In the last talk at the same 
venue on November 10, 2017, the 
parties agreed that State Govern-
ment will initiate consultation 
with stakeholders and prepare 
concrete proposal on the de-
mands of UNC.

Agartala, March 23 (PTI): Tripura Deputy 
Chief Minister Jishnu Devbarman to-
day presented a vote-on-account of Rs 
4,057.19 crore for the next three months.

The newly-elected state government 
could not prepare a full-fledged budget 
due to paucity of time, it said. Devbar-
man said the new BJP-Indigenous People 
s Front of Tripura (IPFT) government 
took oath of office and secrecy on May 9 
and it was not possible to present a full-
fledged budget within such a short time 
which was why the vote-on-account was 
presented.

Devbarman also presented asup-
plementary demands for grants and ex-
penditure for 2017-2018 Financial year of 
Rs 1,161.19 crore.

He alleged that the previous Left Front 
government had spent money without 
proper planning and provision and had 
put the government under a financial li-
ability of Rs 11,355.53 crore.

Agartala, March 23 (IANS): 
The national anthem was 
played for the first time in 
the Tripura Assembly on 
Friday.

The first session of the 
newly elected House begun 
with the election of Speaker 
Rebati Mohan Das.

As soon as the House as-
sembled at 11 and Pro-tem 
speaker Ratan Chakraborty 
arrived to conduct the 
Speaker’s elections, the na-
tional anthem was played 
and all the ministers, mem-
bers, officials, journalists 

and spectators stood up to 
show respect.

Assembly Secretar y 
Bamdeb Majumder said they 
will try to play the national 
anthem every day.

“I do not know whether 
the national anthem was 
played in any other Assem-
bly in the country,” Majum-
der told IANS.

Communist Party of In-
dia-Marxist legislator Badal 
Choudhury told IANS that 
the Assembly authorities did 
not consult the opposition 
on the issue.

Imphal, March 23 (PTI): Security forces 
arrested three Rohingyas in Manipur on 
the charge of illegally entering India from 
Myanmar, police said today.

A joint team comprising police and 
the Criminal Investigation Department 
(CID) officers arrested the Rohingyas 
from the town of Moreh, near the Indo-
Myanmar border in Tengnoupal district, 
yesterday night, Superintendent of Police 
S Ibomcha Singh said.

The three are residents of Baguna in 
the Rakhine state of Myanmar, where 
Myanmarese security forces have been 
engaged in crackdown on militants 
and allegedly driving out Rohingya 
Muslims.

The three arrested men were staying 
at Moreh for the last 10 days and had 
plans to go to Malaysia, the SP added.

A case has been registered against 
them at Moreh police station.

New Delhi, March 23 (IANS): Meghalaya 
Chief Minister Conrad Sangma on Thurs-
day called on Union Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley and briefed him about the poor fis-
cal health of the state especially in terms of 
block crunch as well as the issue of the Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan.

Sangma, who also has the Finance port-
folio, discussed wide range of issues such 
as early sanction of funds to ensure smooth 
implementation of government policies and 
programmes.

Jaitley, who expressed concerned about 
the state’s financial situation, assured the 
Chief Minister of all possible help and per-
sonally spoke to Union Secretary Expenditure 
Ajay Narayan Jha in this connection. Later 
Sangma also met Jha.

The meeting came a day before Sangma 
will present the State’s budget in the assembly 
on Friday.

The Chief Minister also met Nriprendra 
Mishra, the Principal Secretary to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, sought support to meet 
the state government’s dream of ensuring 
socio-economic development.

Mishra assured that he will look into the 
matter.

Meghalaya CM presents INR 
1,150 crore deficit budget

NEIDC a cruel joke on 
Northeast — Congress

Rio announces transparency reforms
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‘Tripura govt. aims to double 
farmers’ income in 5 years’

Mizoram gov., CM 
others used chopper 
69 times since 2013

Tripartite talks over creation of new districts in Manipur 

Tripura presents interim budget of INR 4 cr.
National anthem played 
for first time in Assembly

Three Rohingyas held in Manipur

Conrad Sangma briefs 
Jaitley about M’laya’s 
poor fiscal health
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Rotary member Sunil Saraf and his colleagues after the inauguration of the hand washing station at Penli ward in Mokokchung town on 
March 23.

Students of Bosco College of Teacher Education pose for a group photograph in traditional costumes 
during their foundation day on March 23.

NPBCA chaplains along with other officials during the training in Chumoukedima.

Accused Vighoto Kiba along 
with the seized arms under 
Assam Rifles custody.

Sungmo Chang, administrator of Eklavya Model Residential School, 
speaking at the seminar at Sao Chang Government College in 
Tuensang.

Bosco revisits culture 
on foundation day

Rotary donates water facility to school

Police church trains chaplains

NSCN (IM) 
clarifies

AR nab 
arms dealer

Sao Chang College hosts career seminar

Dimapur, March 23 
(EMN): The Dimapur-
based Bosco College 
of Teacher Education 
(BCTE) celebrated its 16th 
foundation day on March 
23 with a showcase of cul-

tural performances.

In his welcome ad-
dress, the college’s prin-
cipal Father Thuruthel 
Joseph exhorted the 
trainees to preserve and 

promote their cultural 
heritage especially in the 
current context ‘when 
globalisation is threaten-
ing the very existence of 
traditional cultures.’ 

Father CP Anto, 

Dimapur, March 23 
(EMN): The NSCN (IM) 
has denied news report 
in the Hindustan Times 
published on March 17 in 
which it alleged that an 
unidentified individual 
arrested at Delhi Airport 
with a converter was a 
Naga underground activ-
ist from the organisation. 
The group’s ‘MIP’ issued  
a note terming the report 
fallacious and ‘devoid of 
any iota of truth.’ 

The organisation 
claimed that such ac-
cusations of the Indian 
authority, particularly 
the National Investiga-
tion Agency, and cus-
toms officials at Delhi 
airport were a desperate 
attempt to malign the 
NSCN.

It has asked the In-
dian agencies to do 
thorough investigation 
before branding any sus-
pect an NSCN member. 

Also, the NSCN (IM) 
dared the Indian author-
ities to come out with 
the details of the arrest-
ed individual ‘to serve 
better understanding for 
the present as well as for 
the near future.’

Dimapur, March 23 
(EMN): The Dimapur bat-
talion of the Assam Rifles 
personnel have informed 
that it has arrested one 
‘arms dealers’ from Pimla 
village on March 15. 

The accused has been 
identified as Vighoto Kiba 
(27), son of Hosheto Kiba 
and resident of Pimla vil-
lage under Dimapur dis-
trict. The troops recovered 
illegal weapons including 
one .22 rifle with maga-
zine, 27 live rounds of .22 
rifle, eight FCC of .22 Rifle, 
three nos of FCC 12 bore 
rifle and an approximate 
100 gram of  explosive 
from his possession. 

The Assam Rifles re-
lease stated that the ac-
cused along with the 
seized items were handed 
over to the Chumukedi-
ma Police Station for fur-
ther investigation.

Dimapur, March 23 (EMN): A three-day 
training for chaplains of the Nagaland 
Police Baptist Churches Association 
(NPBCA) was organised at the Mission 
Compound in Chumukedima in Di-
mapur from March 20 to the 22nd. The 
event was conducted with the theme 
“Knitted together in Christ” (Colossians 
2:2), it was informed.

This was stated in a press release is-
sued by S Mosha Chang, the NPBCA’s 

education secretary. The speakers of the 
event were N Ritse, pastor of PBC 4 NAP 
Bn. Thizama; and Sashi, pastor of PBC 2 
NAP Bn. Alichen, it was informed. 

The speakers of the morning devo-
tion were Ideurai, pastor in charge of 
MCF; Rev. Asselie, youth secretary of 
Types of Doing Bible Study; Anshely 
Sumi, director of Aloino Centre; and Pu-
suinla Longkumer, women secretary of 
NPBCA.

Dimapur, March 23 
(EMN): The career guid-
ance and students sup-
port cell of Sao Chang 
Government College at 
Tuensang conducted 
daylong career guidance 
seminar for BA and B.Sc 
6th semester students re-
cently. Sungmo Chang, 
administrator of Eklavya 
Model Residential School 
at Tuensang was the re-
source person of the 
event. 

The resource person 
talked about the various 
employment avenues 
available in the state and 
outside it. She encour-
aged the students to ac-
quire various skills to 
compete in this modern 
society. She advised the 
students to possess good 
communication skills, 
teamwork spirit, problem 
solving skills, initiative 
and enterprise skills, and 

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. ASHIPHRO W/O LT. DALI MAO, Pensioner  resident of Rabunamei 
Village, Mao, Senapati has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the 
Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her 
Late husband- Pension P.O No.NL/S/15933 of Treasury, Kohima (North). Bank A/C 
No.10530639696 SBI Main Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 15-12-2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 
1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/93/2018-III Dated Kohima, the 19th March, 2018

KG-2405

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. NEIKETOUNO NEIHU M/O LT. THEJASIETUO NEIHU, Constable, 11th 
N.A,P (IR) Bn, Ruzaphema, Chumukedima resident of Kigwema Village, Kohima has 
applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part 
X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late son- Leave encashment, G.P.F, GIS, 
NRIS, Gratuity, Pension & other service benefits entitled. Bank A/C No.20114920215 SBI 
Chumukedima Branch & UCO Bank Chumukedima A/C No.23630110002971. LIC Policy 
No.442658912 LIC New Bima Gold, Kohima Branch. Who expired on 13/01/2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/93/2018-III Dated Kohima, the 19th March. 2018

KG-2406

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND

Whereas Kumari. NEIVIZONUO ZIEPHRÜ D/O LT. KIKRUNEIZO ZIEPHRÜ, Para 
Medical Worker, C.M.O Office, Kohima resident of Naga Bazar Colony, Kohima  
has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 
1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late father- G.P.F, GIS, 
Gratuity, Leave encashment, Pension & other service benefits entitled. Bank A/C 
No.32828241564 SBI Main Branch, Kohima. LIC Policy No.1K0 59065010 SBI Life 
Insurance, Kohima. Who expired on 

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 
1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/93/2018-III Dated Kohima, the 19th March. 2018

KG-2407

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND

Whereas Shri. THEKRUVITUO YHOME F/O LT. KEVILENUO YHOME, Sweeper, 
Deptt. A.H & Vety Nagaland, Kohima resident of L. Khel Kohima Village has 
applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 
1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late daughter- GIS, NPS, 
Leave encashment & other service benefits entitled. Bank A/C No.31637620839 
SBI Lerie Branch Kohima. Who expired on 26/01/2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 
1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/93/2018-III Dated Kohima, the 19th March. 2018

KG-2408

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. S. AMONGLA W/O LT. KAIKHO MAO, Pensioner resident of 
Tsiepfutsiepfhe Colony, Kohima  has applied for issue of Succession Certificate 
under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer 
his/her Late husband- Pension P.O No. PEN/Com-15511/NL/V/17045 of Treasury, 
Kohima (S). Bank A/C No. 10277128782 SBI Lerie Branch, Kohima & F.D. SBI Lerie 
Branch, Kohima A/C No. 33546237672. LIC Policy No.143820-0000-01 Personal 
Accident Policy. Who expired on 24-02-2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 
1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/93/2018-III Dated Kohima, the 19th March, 2018

KG-2409

I, S Ghoito Aomi (Old 
Name) should be 
known, Ghoito (New 
Name) by Affidavit 
No.48/18, 
Dt: 23/03/2018.

NAME CHANGE

D
-5

16
7

I, Vikesalie Kiditsu 
(Old Name) should be 
known, Khou Vikesalie 
Keditsu (New Name) 
by Affidavit No.161/18, 
Dt: 23/03/2018.

NAME CHANGE

D
-5

16
8

Owner Name: Robin 
Sema
Regd. No: NL07H7343
Chassis No: 
MALJ381AMGM010298
Engine No: 
D4HAG0499919
Model: Hyundai Tuscon
Colour: Red Wine
Finder may Contact 
No: 9615666665/ 
9856677880

LOST NOTICE 

D
-5
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Through this affidavit Vide 
Registration No.347/18, 
Dated: 23/03/2018. I, 
Imkungsangba hereby 
declare that the name 
Imkungsangba and 
Alemsangba are one 
and of the same person. 
Henceforth, I will be 
known as Imkungsangba 
for all future purpose. 

Sd/- DEPONENT

AFFIDAVIT

D
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IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur 22nd March’ 18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No. M. 33/18/14798-99   Notice is hereby 
given that Shri/Smti Sado Morü -Vrs- Ato Morü resident 
of Lengrijan Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, 
Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue 
Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do 
hereby invites claims/objections concerning to the said 
land, if any & should be submitted to this court in writing 
on or before 22/04/2018.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Sado Morü
Village/Block No: 05, Patta No: 1465
Dag No: 90/1566, Area: 00-04-16

NOTICE

D-5165

NO.REV-38/07-D/PF-II/14697-78  / Notice is 
hereby given that Shri T. Moali Sangtam, a resident of 
Imkonglenden Colony, Dimapur has reported / that he 
has lost his Jamabandi/ Patta bearing Patta No.630, Dag 
No.119/946 of Naharbari, and accordingly FIR from the 
Officer- in- Charge, Sub- Urban police Station, Dimapur 
bearing G.D.E No.03/17, Dated: 15/11/17 is furnished by 
the applicant. 

The undersigned hereby invites claims/objections 
concerning to the said land and should be submitted to 
this court in written within 1 (one) month from the date 
of issue of this notice.

IN THE COURT OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 20th March’ 2018 

Sd/-
(SUSHIL KUMAR PATEL), IAS 

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

NOTICE

D-5170

Davp 09104/11/0090/1718

Our correspondent
Mokokchung, March 23 (EMN): 
Rotary Club of Mokokchung pro-
vided a hand washing station and 
running water facility to the gov-
ernment middle school at Penli 
ward in Mokokchung town as part 
of an initiative of the group called 
the ‘Happy School Project.’

The materials were donated 

through the humble contribu-
tions among the Rotarians of 
Mokokchung.

It was officially inaugurated 
by Sunil Saraf, Governor District 
(RID 3240), on March 23 in the 
presence of the school education 
committee, Penli Ward authority 
and well-wishers.

Speaking on the occasion, Su-

nil Saraf underscored that ‘Happy 
School Project’ is programme un-
der Rotary Club to provide basic 
amenities to schools like lights, 
toilets, washing station for the 
students. He also urged the stu-
dents and teachers to maintain 
a hygienic environment in the 
school campus apart from im-
parting education.

founder director of the 
North East Institute of So-
cial Science and Research 
and Peace Channel cited 
the example of Finland: 
It has the best education 
system in the world. Stu-
dents learn best when 
they are placed in a ‘hap-
py’ environment created 
by the educational system, 
he said. He added that 
teachers need to be en-
thusiastic to ‘create zest for 
learning’ among students. 

Father Tom Karthikka-
ppallil, rector at Salesian 
College in Dimapur, and 
the guest of honour of the 
event, said that students 
should not be forced to 
memorise academic mat-
ter but should be ‘helped 
in becoming creative to 
face life successfully.’ 

The other highlights of 
the day included cultural 
dances and songs repre-
senting different ethnic 
groups and a cultural pag-
eant.

planning to face employ-
ment opportunities. 

Stating that choosing 
right career at the right 
time would make life con-
tented, she encouraged 
the students to pursue 
on career in which he or 
she can excel. She also 

advised the students to 
know their skills and look-
out for the right employ-
ment opportunities. 

“Unless we keep 
learning ourselves every 
day, we will not be able 
to compete with others,” 
she said and urged the 

students to inculcate the 
habit of learning even af-
ter their graduation from 
the college. 

In another develop-
ment, a gymnasium cen-
tre was inaugurated at Sao 
Chang Government Col-
lege, Tuensang, on March 
22 by the college principal 
S Chubasangla Chang. 

The college gymna-
sium hall and fitness 
equipments were spon-
sored by the teachers of 
the college through their 
generous contribution 
for the wellbeing of the 
students. 

All the teachers of Sao 
Chang Government Col-
lege have contributed 
money from their own 
salary keeping in mind 
the importance to have 
such facilities for healthy 
physical development 
and wellbeing of the stu-
dents.
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My attempts at fixing things around the house usually lead to paying someone else to undo the damage 

I caused while trying to fix the original problem. But recently I successfully repaired a home appliance 
by watching a YouTube video where a person demonstrated step by step how to do it.

Paul was a powerful example to his young protégé Timothy who traveled with him and watched him in 
action. From prison in Rome, Paul wrote, “You . . . know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, 
faith, patience, love, endurance, persecutions, sufferings” (2 Timothy 3:10–11). In addition, he urged Timothy 
to “continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom 
you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures” (vv. 14–15).

Paul’s life demonstrated the necessity of building our lives on the bedrock of God’s Word. He reminded 
Timothy that the Bible is the powerful, God-given source that we need to teach and to demonstrate to others 
who want to be Christ-followers.

As we thank the Lord for the people who helped us grow in faith, we are challenged to follow their example 
of living out the truth as we teach and encourage others.

That’s the power of demonstration.
Lord, as others have demonstrated Your truth to us, may we in turn show it to others.

The Power of Demonstration
BIBLE READ:  2 TIMOTHY 3:10–17  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness.  
~  2 Timothy 3:16

A Rash of Crimes 
By Animals Gets 

Us Thinking

T
wo large sums of public money 
went missing in Nigeria re-
cently. In one case, the official 
concerned said a MONKEY 

had run off with the cash and, in the 
other, an official said that a SNAKE took 
it.

The population was highly scepti-
cal, since large sums of public money 
are not kept as bank notes so the ani-
mals would have had to arrange bank 
transfers, a bit of a challenge for any 
tiny-brained creatures such as snakes, 
monkeys, bacteria, nationalist politi-
cians, newspaper columnists, etc.

The officials probably chose such 
weak excuses because there have been 
a rash of animal-steals-stuff stories in 
the news recently.

Consider what happened in Chon-
buri, Thailand, last month. A mon-
key stole a smartphone. The phone-
owner's friend Mongkol Wisulokanon 
pressed video call, hoping to surprise 
the monkey into dropping the phone. 
But the monkey answered the video 
call. The ape then sent the "bye-bye" 
emoji, which is a waving hand. Mon-
gkol recorded screenshots of the ex-
change as proof.

This is astonishing. Many adults 
couldn't do such a thing without weeks 
of training by small children.

This lends credence to the theory 
that some species (monkeys, dogs, dol-
phins, cats) are actually smarter than 
humans but hide the fact so that they 
don't have to pay tax, wear clothes, 
work in offices, take out mortgages, etc.

In 2012 a band of monkeys re-
portedly learned to understand In-
dian train platform announcements 
-- again something few adults can do. 
They would wait for the echoing voice 
to make an announcement: "The next 
train to arrive at Platform Seven will be 
the 2.15 express", and they'd gather for 
action.

As passengers emerged on to the 
platform of Rajasthan's Chittorgarh 
station, the monkeys would grab peo-
ple's bags, the wire service IANS report-
ed. At the time, station bosses offered a 
cash prize of $365 to anyone who could 
think of a way of dealing with the prob-
lem, but they ignored my suggestion: 
Give them uniforms and call them por-
ters.

Another recent animal-as-thief 
story took place in New Zealand in 
January this year. Auckland resident 
Ed Williams got into trouble when his 
girlfriend found another woman's un-
derwear at his home. Ed swore he knew 
nothing about it. They later discovered 
his cat Mo stealing clothes from neigh-
bours.

A colleague reading over my shoul-
der liked the idea of blaming a cat for 
his love affairs, but I told him that blam-
ing the lipstick on his collar on animals 
would just make his terrible reputation 
worse.

But my favourite "it ate my money" 
story happened in China a year ago. 
Qi Shengli, a 60-year-old farmer in Si-
chuan province, opened his buried sav-
ings haul of 20,000 yuan (about $3,000) 
and found that white ants had eaten 
most of it.

The bank refused to replace the 
money. But an artist from Beijing 
bought the shredded remnants of mon-
ey from the farmer as "conceptual art"!

The ending of that true story leads 
me to two conclusions. First, life is so 
weird that there's really nothing like 
it. Second, the theory that animals are 
actually smarter than us is starting to 
sound seriously believable. Does your 
household pet, like mine, give you se-
cret pitying looks when it thinks you 
can't see it? I'm sure mine does.

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based 
frequent traveller. Send ideas and 
comments via his Facebook page)

Nury Vittachi | IANS

We are called to live out God’s Word as we teach and encourage others.

How a Phone Call is Saving Lives of TB Patients in India

Biodiversity Continues to Decline Globally, Warn Scientists

I
n a world flooded with technological 
advancements, can a phone call save 
lives? This is happening as part of a 
project developed by software giant 

Microsoft in India.
The project, named "99DOTS", which 

began in 2013 helps patients with Tuber-
culosis in India get medication adher-
ence and monitoring via missed calls and 
SMSes. 

From a modest pilot involving just 20 
patients in early 2014, 99DOTS has enrolled 
over 93,000 patients in just four years, with 

41,000 patients currently under treatment. 
"99DOTS is a great example of such a 

project, where we've invented a very sim-
ple but unusually effective technology to 
solve a global health problem. And we are 
making this technology openly available to 
the global health community," Sriram Ra-
jamani, Managing Director, Microsoft Re-
search India, said in a statement.

TB is one of the top 10 causes of deaths 
globally, with 10.4 million people falling 
ill with the disease and 1.7 million related 
deaths reported in 2016 alone.

India leads the count in TB chart even 
though free and effective medications are 
available, according to the World Health 
Organisation.

"One of the biggest barriers to recov-
ery from TB is medication adherence," Bill 
Thies, senior Researcher at the Microsoft 
Researcher India, said in a statement. 

"Patients have to take daily drugs for 

a full six months or else they do not fully 
recover, and are at risk of developing drug 
resistance."

However, "once patients start feeling 
better after a few weeks, it becomes very 
difficult to convince them to take toxic 
drugs for another five months - especially 
if patients have little or no understanding 
of germs and antibiotic resistance", Thies 
rued.

This is where "99DOTS" project plays a 
significant role. 

In the project, each anti-TB blister pack 
is wrapped in a custom envelope, which 
hides a phone number behind the medica-
tion.

When a patient dispenses his or her 
pills, they can see these hidden numbers. 
After taking daily medication, patients 
make a free call to the number.

The combination of the call and pa-
tient's caller ID yields high confidence that 

the dose was "in-hand" and they took it, 
Thies said.

The team also developed an SMS re-
minder system for patients. Missed doses 
trigger SMS notifications to care providers, 
who follow up with personal or phone-
based counselling. 

The traditional medication adherence 
programme "Directly Observed Treat-
ment" or "DOTS" involved the patients go-
ing to a healthcare centre where they ingest 
the medication in front of a health worker. 

"99DOTS gives the patients the freedom 
and ownership of their treatment. They are 
able to take the medication wherever they 
are. It also provides them the privacy of not 
having to visit a health centre," explained 
Andrew Cross who was earlier Programme 
Manager at Microsoft Research and 
teamed up with Thies to build up 99DOTS. 

Source: IANS

T
he world's leading ex-
perts said on said that 
biodiversity continues to 
decline in every region, 

significantly reducing nature's 
capacity to contribute to people's 
well-being.

This alarming trend endan-
gers economies, livelihoods, food 
security and the quality of life of 
people everywhere, according to 
four landmark science reports re-
leased here, written by more than 
550 leading experts from over 100 
countries.

The result of three years of 
work, the four regional assess-
ments of biodiversity and ecosys-
tem services cover the Americas, 
Asia and the Pacific, Africa, as 
well as Europe and Central Asia -- 
the entire planet except the poles 
and the open oceans.

The assessment reports were 
approved by the 129-member 
Intergovernmental Science-Pol-
icy Platform on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services (IPBES) in 
this Colombian town at the sixth 
session of its Plenary.

"The best available evidence, 
gathered by the world's leading 
experts, points us now to a single 
conclusion: we must act to halt 
and reverse the unsustainable use 
of nature -- or risk not only the fu-
ture we want, but even the lives we 

currently lead," Chair of IPBES Sir 
Robert Watson said in a statement.

"Fortunately, the evidence 
also shows that we know how to 
protect and partially restore our 
vital natural assets."

The extensively peer-reviewed 
IPBES assessment reports focus 
on providing answers to key ques-
tions for each of the four regions, 
including: why is biodiversity 
important, where are we making 
progress, what are the main 
threats and opportunities for bio-
diversity and how can we adjust 
our policies and institutions for a 
more sustainable future?

In every region, with the ex-
ception of a number of positive 
examples where lessons can be 
learned, biodiversity and nature's 
capacity to contribute to people 
are being degraded, reduced and 
lost due to a number of common 
pressures.

Those pressures are habi-
tat stress; overexploitation and 
unsustainable use of natural re-
sources; air, land and water pollu-
tion; increasing numbers and im-
pact of invasive alien species and 
climate change, among others.

"Africa is extremely vulner-
able to the impacts of climate 
change and this is going to have 
severe consequences for eco-
nomically marginalized popula-

tions. By 2100, climate change 
could also result in the loss of 
more than half of African birds 
and mammal species, a 20-30 per 
cent decline in the productivity of 
Africa's lakes and significant loss 
of African plant species," says a 
report.

The report adds that approxi-
mately 500,000 square kilometres 
of African land is already esti-
mated to have been degraded by 
overexploitation of natural re-
sources, erosion, salinization and 
pollution, resulting in significant 
loss of nature's contributions to 
people.

A report specific to Asia-Pacif-
ic says biodiversity and ecosys-
tem services contributed to rapid 
average annual economic growth 
of 7.6 per cent from 1990 to 2010 
in the Asia-Pacific region, benefit-
ing its more than 4.5 billion peo-
ple.

"This growth, in turn, has 
had varying impacts on biodi-
versity and ecosystem services," 
said Madhav Karki, co-chair of 
the Asia-Pacific assessment, with 
Sonali Senaratna Sellamuttu.

"The region's biodiversity fac-
es unprecedented threats, from 
extreme weather events and sea 
level rise, to invasive alien species, 
agricultural intensification and in-
creasing waste and pollution."

The report says that although 
there has been an overall decline 
in biodiversity, there have also 
been some important biodiversi-
ty successes including, for exam-
ple, increase in protected areas.

Over the past 25 years, marine 
protected areas in the region in-
creased by almost 14 per cent and 
terrestrial protected area by 0.3 
per cent.

Forest cover increased by 2.5 
per cent, with the highest in-
creases in North East Asia (22.9 
per cent) and by South Asia (5.8 
per cent).

There are concerns, however, 
that these efforts are insufficient 

to halt the loss of biodiversity and 
the decline in the value of na-
ture's contributions to people in 
the region.

Sounding an alarming note, 
the report says climate change is 
also impacting species distribu-
tions, population sizes, and the 
timing of reproduction and mi-
gration.

Increased frequencies of pest 
and disease outbreaks resulting 
from these changes may have ad-
ditional negative effects on agri-
cultural production and human 
well-being, with impacts project-
ed to worsen.

Source: IANS

Majority Still Associates Mental Illness With Disorders — Report

M
ental illness is still con-
sidered a severe disorder 
like schizophrenia and 
Obsessive Compulsive 

Disorder by a majority of people, in-
dicates a report on Public Perception 
Towards Mental Health in India.

The report, by The Live Love 
Laugh Foundation (TLLLF), was 
launched here on 
Friday by its founder 
and actess Deepika 
Padukone.

The findings are 
based on views of 
3,556 respondents 
across eight Indian 
cities, and highlights 
the importance of fo-
cused stigma-reduc-
tion programmes in 
mental health initia-
tives.

As many as 87 per-
cent of the respond-
ents felt mental ill-
ness is a disorder.

Illustrating the 
poor understanding 
of the broad spec-
trum of mental illness, respondents 
were unlikely to associate mental 
illness with symptoms of more com-
mon mental disorders such as anxi-
ety, when describing people with 
mental illness.

Deepika, who had earlier opened 
up about battling depression, told the 
media: "When we were talking about 
more celebrities coming out and 
speaking and when we were talking 
about stigma, there is a lot of miscom-
munication that depression happens 
to people who are successful.

"I want to clarify that it can hap-
pen to anybody from any field. There 

is a perception that it happens to big 
(popular) people who are successful. 
It is sometimes perceived as luxury... 
(But) It is important to break that 
myth."

The survey also revealed high 
prevalence of stigma with 47 per cent 
of the respondents using the word 
"retard" to describe people with 

mental illness.
Further, 60 per cent of respond-

ents believe that people with mental 
illness "should have their own groups 
to avoid contaminating healthy peo-
ple" and 68 per cent believe that they 
"should not be given any responsi-
bility".

As many as 60 per cent of the re-
spondents believe that mental illness 
is caused by a "lack of self-discipline 
and willpower".

TLLLF 2018 National Survey Re-
port: 'How India Perceives Mental 
Health,' is the result of a five-month 
research project commissioned in 

July 2017 by TLLLF.
Deepika was accompanied on 

Friday by Sanjeeva Kumar, Additional 
Secretary, Department of Health and 
Family Welfare and Anna Chandy, 
Chair of TLLLF's Board of Trustees 
and Dr Shyam Bhat, Trustee - TLLLF, 
for the report's launch.

Chandy said: "Traditionally and 
historically, India is a 
collectivistic society, 
now slowly moving 
towards a more indi-
vidualistic one. 

"In larger cities, 
we see a more dra-
matic shift towards 
individualism, pos-
sibly due to an in-
crease in the amount 
of access to informa-
tion and migrant 
need for survival.

"However, small-
er cities like Kanpur 
and Patna seem to 
retain some of their 
collectivistic roots, 
and are moving to-
wards an individual-

istic society at a slower pace."
Some of the other key highlights 

of the report are; approximately 
one in two people associate "being 
healthy" to "happiness", one in two 
people link "being healthy" with 
"having a sound/healthy mind", al-
most half of the participants used 
words such as "retard" or "crazy/
mad/dtupid" while describing peo-
ple with mental illness.

As many as 92 per cent of the re-
spondents believe that people with 
mental illness should visit a special-
ist doctor.

Source:IANS

Lifestyle Change Can Prevent 
Thousands of Cancer Cases

G
etting rid of smok-
ing tobacco, exer-
cising and shed-
ding weight may be 

key lifestyle behaviours that 
can cut down thousands of 
cancer cases a week, say re-
searchers, including one of 
Indian-origin.

The other major pre-
ventable lifestyle behaviours 
include drinking alcohol, re-
ducing exposure to ultra-vio-
let (UV) radiation, air pollu-
tion and eating good amount 
of fibre. 

Following these can pre-
vent nearly four in 10 can-
cer cases in the UK, says the 
Cancer Research UK, a non-
profit, in a paper published 
in the British Journal of Can-
cer.

The study showed that 
more than one in 20 cancer 
cases could be prevented 
by maintaining a healthy 
weight.

"Leading a healthy life 
doesn't guarantee that a per-
son won't get cancer, but it 
can stack the odds in your 
favour. These figures show 
that we each can take posi-
tive steps to help reduce our 
individual risk of the dis-
ease," said Harpal Kumar, 
chief executive at the Cancer 
Research UK.

According to the World 
Health Organisation, cancer 
is the second leading cause of 
death globally, and is respon-
sible for 8.8 million deaths in 

2015. Globally, nearly one in 
six deaths is due to cancer.

The latest figures, calcu-
lated from 2015 cancer data, 
showed that tobacco smoke 
caused around 32,200 cases 
of cancer in men (17.7 per 
cent of all male cancer cases) 
and around 22,000 (12.4 per 
cent) in women in the UK. 

Around 22,800 (6.3 per 
cent) cases of cancers in-
cluding bowel, breast, womb 
and kidney, a year are down 
to being overweight or obese. 

"The research clearly 
demonstrates the impact 
of smoking and obesity on 
cancer risk. Prevention is 
the most cost-effective way 
of beating cancer," Kumar 
said.

"Obesity is a huge health 
threat right now, and it will 
only get worse if nothing is 
done. Banning junk food TV 
adverts before the 9 p.m. wa-
tershed is an important part 
of the comprehensive ap-
proach needed," said Linda 
Bauld from the non-profit.

In addition, overexposure 
to UV radiation from the sun 
and sunbeds causes around 
13,600 cases of melanoma 
skin cancer a year, while 
drinking alcohol, eating too 
little fibre caused around 
11,900 and 11,700 cases re-
spectively.

Outdoor air pollution was 
responsible for around 3,600 
lung cancer cases a year.

Source: IANS

March 24 is 
World TB Day
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Vincenzo Di Nicola | Aeon

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): A fascinating ar-
ticle you read in the newspaper could inspire 
you to try to create a mystery story of your 
own, Aries. Today your mind is perfectly suit-

ed to devising plot twists and interesting but complex 
characters. You could tell the story to children, or you 
might even decide to turn it into a novel. Jot down your 
ideas and look at them again tomorrow. If you want to 
continue, then go for it!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): An important 
lost object, perhaps a paper of some kind, 
could command the attention of your en-
tire household, Taurus. This could prove 

frustrating at first, because you will know that it has 
to be somewhere in the house, but you can’t find 
it anywhere! The item may reappear just as you’ve 
given up on it, in a place you never would have 
imagined! Tip: it’s probably hidden among other 
objects.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Someone or 
something has disappeared, Gemini. Gos-
sip could spread like wildfire as everyone 
imagines the worst. Listening to rumors 

probably doesn’t appeal to your sense of fairness; 
nonetheless, you’re wondering, too. Your comrades 
will probably experience a mixture of relief and dis-
appointment when this person/thing turns up. Mys-
tery (mostly) solved!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You could 
have some paperwork to do today, Cancer, 
which could make a big difference to your 
financial future. This could be a contract, 

settlement, or agreement of some kind. Whatever it 
is, you may need to seek some assistance before you 
execute it. The language might be difficult to under-
stand, and some of the clauses might not feel right 
to you. This can be frustrating, but it’s important to 
do it today.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): The study of psy-
chology might be especially appealing to-
day, Leo. Some new discoveries that you 
may have heard about in the media could 

have piqued your interest and might propel you to 
the library to find books on the subject. This is a good 
time to pursue this. Your mind is in the right space to 
understand it, and it could shed a lot of light on those 
around you, including you!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Occult sciences, 
such as alchemy, phrenology, and astrology, 
could be singing their siren song to you, Virgo. 
You like to think of yourself as down to Earth 

and realistic, but today you could find so-called unre-
alistic fields of knowledge irresistible. You’ll also have a 
special gift for them right now. Read up on the subject 
and give it a try. You might be surprised at what you dis-
cover.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): A group activ-
ity could lead to discussions of famous un-
solved mysteries, Libra. Jack the Ripper, the 
Black Dahlia, the truth about O.J. Simpson, 

and other intriguing problems might capture the inter-
est of everyone present, and might lead to some ani-
mated debates over possible solutions. You might want 
to make mental notes of the ideas everyone comes up 
with. Each possible solution could tell you a lot about 
the person proposing it!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You may have 
plans to get together witA young colleague 
could leave your place of employment under 

strange circumstances, Scorpio, and this could come as 
a shock to you. You may have been quite fond of this per-
son, and find yourself wondering about the truth behind 
the departure. Gossip may buzz, but don’t pay any atten-
tion to it. Chances are it’s a health problem, but no one, 
including your colleague, feels comfortable discussing it.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Spiritual oc-
currences could lead to a very powerful healing 
experience, Sagittarius. Repressed past traumas 
could come to the surface and be processed 

and released. This could leave you feeling rather dazed, 
as this purging could open a gap in your psyche. Don’t 
worry; eventually it will fill with new knowledge and in-
sights instead of psychic garbage! For now, take a walk. It 
will clear your head and help you deal with it all.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Do you 
like detective stories, Capricorn? If so, you 
may find them useful today as you play the 
role of Sherlock Holmes. A missing object, 

intellectual problem, or mystery of some kind could 
have you curious enough to search for the truth. This 
is a good way to train your powers of observation, al-
though intuition will probably play a strong role in 
your success. Go to it, and have fun!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): A business 
or romantic partner may seem a bit pre-
occupied with some very serious matters 
today, Aquarius, and not be likely to share 

them with you. Asking to talk about it won’t work, so 
you’ll probably end up depending on your intuition. 
Your friend is probably concerned with the health of a 
family member who may need surgery. Don’t feel ex-
cluded. Your friend will talk when the time is right. Be 
patient!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Some rather 
extensive and annoying paperwork might 
need to be dealt with, Pisces. It will probably 
require all your attention, so if you can, take 

care of it first thing in the morning when you’re still 
fresh. This might be a contract or it could be an insur-
ance policy or something else full of unintelligible jar-
gon. Don’t be afraid to ask someone familiar with it to 
explain the language to you.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

I
n 1986, a McDonald’s restaurant 
opened at the foot of the Spanish Steps, 
in the Piazza di Spagna, the most fa-
mous square in Rome. The invasion of 

cheap American fast food into the heart of 
Rome caused a sensation. One protester 
was Carlo Petrini, a Leftist Italian journalist, 
who initiated a movement called Slow Food. 
Petrini emphasised locally grown produce, 
biodiversity and, above all, the enjoyment of 
authentic Italian taste. In the late 1990s, the 
idea morphed into Cittaslow, or Slow Cities, 
part of a broader cultural meme called the 
Slow Movement. The Norwegian philoso-
pher Guttorm Fløistad grasped the beat of 
the Slow Movement when he wrote:

The only thing for certain is that every-
thing changes. The rate of change increases. 
If you want to hang on, you better speed up. 
That is the message of today. It could how-
ever be useful to remind everyone that our 
basic needs never change. The need to be 
seen and appreciated! It is the need to be-
long. The need for nearness and care, and 
for a little love! This is given only through 
slowness in human relations. In order to 
master changes, we have to recover slow-
ness, reflection and togetherness. There we 
will find real renewal.

In championing ‘slowness in human 
relations’, the Slow Movement appears con-
servative, while constructively calling for 
valuing local cultures, whether in food and 
agriculture, or in preserving slower, more 
biological rhythms against the ever-faster, 
digital and mechanically measured pace 
of the technocratic society that Neil Post-
man in 1992 called technopoly, where ‘the 
rate of change increases’ and technology 
reigns. Yet, it is preservative rather than con-
servative, acting as a foil against predatory 
multinationals in the food industry that un-
dermine local artisans of culture, from agri-
culture to architecture. In its fidelity to our 
basic needs, above all ‘the need to belong’ 
locally, the Slow Movement founds a kind 
of contemporary commune in each locale 
– a convivium – responding to its time and 
place, while spreading organically as com-
munities assert their particular needs for 
belonging and continuity against the on-
slaught of faceless government bureaucracy 
and multinational interests.

In the tradition of the Slow Movement, 
I hereby declare my manifesto for ‘Slow 
Thought’. This is the first step toward a psy-
chiatry of the event, based on the French 
philosopher Alain Badiou’s central notion 
of the event, a new foundation for ontol-
ogy – how we think of being or existence. 
An event is an unpredictable break in our 
everyday worlds that opens new possibili-
ties. The three conditions for an event are: 
that something happens to us (by pure ac-
cident, no destiny, no determinism), that we 
name what happens, and that we remain 
faithful to it. In Badiou’s philosophy, we be-
come subjects through the event. By nam-
ing it and maintaining fidelity to the event, 
the subject emerges as a subject to its truth. 
‘Being there,’ as traditional phenomenology 
would have it, is not enough. My proposal 
for ‘evental psychiatry’ will describe both 
how we get stuck in our everyday worlds, 
and what makes change and new things 
possible for us.

After working methodically through the 
meaning of the event, I want to elucidate 
and illuminate Slow Thought through seven 
proclamations:
1. Slow Thought is marked by peripatetic 
Socratic walks, the face-to-face encounter 
of Levinas, and Bakhtin’s dialogic 
conversations
These three philosophers share a methodi-
cal, deliberate, indeed almost plodding ap-
proach to working on philosophical puz-
zles. Socrates spent his time walking around 
the public squares of ancient Athens, en-
gaging people in impromptu conversations 
with disarmingly simple questions. Closer 
to our times, Emmanuel Levinas, a Lithua-
nian Jew who survived the Holocaust in 
France, insisted that being human is a face-
to-face encounter, where the ethics of how 
we treat each other comes first and trumps 

everything else. The Russian thinker Mikhail 
Bakhtin analysed literature as dialogic or re-
lational encounters, even in soliloquies or 
internal monologues where there is always 
an implicit other who listens and poses 
questions. All three philosophers share 
thinking as a relational activity – slowed 
down by walking around the public square 
and in a face-to-face dialogue.
 2. Slow Thought creates its own time  
and place
Slow Thought exists beyond geopolitical 
boundaries (‘thinking without borders’ to 
paraphrase another movement) and resists 
the timely – defined as ‘contemporary’ or 
‘modern’. Refusing the time constraints 
of 30-second media soundbites and the 
24-hour news cycle, Slow Thought is asyn-
chronic. This means that it is not sequential 
in time, but structured by the slow logic of 
thought. In Jewish talmudic exegesis or 
interpretation of sacred texts, pilpul de-
scribes a question-and-answer method of 
dialogue in which an answer might appear 
in ancient Babylonia to an ethical question 
formulated later and elsewhere in the Spain 
of the Moors and the Sephardic Jews. Pilpul 
is dialogically structured by the canons of 
philosophical debate rather than by histori-
cal chronology or the passing movements of 
the vulgar and the vernacular.

This idea is borne out in a story I told in 
Letters to a Young Therapist (2011) about 
my mentor in medical school, Joel Elkes, 
who met up with his philosophy mentor 
from Lithuania some 40 years later in Jeru-
salem. Looking up momentarily from his 
reading, the scholar greeted his erstwhile 
pupil after the Holocaust, the founding of 
Israel and many wars: ‘Oh, Joel, I am reading 
Plato, would you like to join me?’ Like pilpul 
and the relational dialogue, Slow Thought 
has a life of its own.

We must imagine the course of life 
differently than through speed or 

milestones

3. Slow Thought has no other object  
than itself
Slow Thought imitates a view of life that we 
risk losing in the headlong rush to an eva-
nescent future from an unsecured, imprac-
ticable present whose main characteristic is 
speed. Thinking, like life, is never complete, 
it is a possibility that never exhausts itself, as 
Giorgio Agamben wrote in 1996 in an essay 
on the philosophy of childhood:

The Latins had a singular expression, vi-
vere vitam, which was passed on to modern 
romance languages as vivre sa vie, vivere 
la propria vita [live one’s own life]. The full 
transitive force of the verb ‘vivere’ has to be 
restored here; a force, however that does not 
take on an object (this is the paradox!), but, 
so to speak, has no object other than life 
itself. Life here is a possibility, a potential-
ity that never exhausts itself in biographical 
facts and events, since it has no object other 
than itself. It is an absolute immanence that 
nevertheless moves and lives.

It is not incidental that Agamben elabo-
rated the notion of living one’s life in an es-
say on childhood, as this is critical in our 
view of children, and challenges what I call 
developmental thinking. We must challenge 
the notion of development at all stages of 
life, and imagine the course of life differently 
than through speed or milestones.

As a reader of Michel Foucault, Agam-
ben offers us the reflective life as care of 
the self, a theme that ironically haunts the 
later writings of Foucault as he faced his 
own death due to AIDS. Vivere vitam, living 
one’s own life, resonates deeply with Gabriel 
García Márquez’s autobiography Vivir para 
contarla (2002), translated by Edith Gross-
man as Living to Tell the Tale (2003). García 
Márquez also wrote while living with a po-
tentially fatal disease. True, in his title, living 
has a transitive force embodied in the goal 
of writing, but writing is García Márquez’s 
way of living a life, his focal practice, which 
we may say is his way of thinking. In 2009, 
in response to claims that he had stopped 
writing, he countered: ‘Not only is it not 
true, but the only thing I do is write.’ Slow 
Thought, like the Latin vivere vitam, has no 
object but, like life itself, is embodied in fo-

cal practices that allow us to live more fully 
in an atemporal present, freed from the bur-
den of an imperfect past or the futile prom-
ise of a redemptive future.
4. Slow Thought is porous
In his memorable essay on Naples, co-writ-
ten in 1925 with Asja Lacis, Walter Benjamin 
described the city as porous:

The stamp of the definitive is avoided. 
No situation appears intended forever, no 
figure asserts its ‘thus and not otherwise’. 
[…] one can scarcely discern where building 
is still in progress and where dilapidation 
has already set in. For nothing is concluded. 
Porosity results […] from the passion for im-
provisation, which demands that space and 
opportunity be at any price preserved.

If we imagine the culture of Naples as an 
apparatus (in Foucault’s sense of a tool for 
structuring society), Benjamin’s ‘porosity’ is 
his name for that apparatus, for the way that 
he observes it, and for the organising princi-
ple that binds his observations to a commu-
nicative act (the essay on Naples/porosity):

Porosity is the inexhaustible law of the 
life of this city, reappearing everywhere. A 
grain of Sunday is hidden in each weekday, 
and how much weekday in this Sunday!

Slow Thought is a porous way of thinking 
that is non-categorical, open to contingen-
cy, allowing people to adapt spontaneously 
to the exigencies and vicissitudes of life. Ital-
ians have a name for this: arrangiarsi – more 
than ‘making do’ or ‘getting by’, it is the art of 
improvisation, a way of using the resources 
at hand to forge solutions. The porosity of 
Slow Thought opens the way for potential 
responses to human predicaments. 
5. Slow Thought is playful
This means, above all, that rules can be 
broken in serious thought. Slow Thought 
throws out the rulebook, as Erasmus, cited 
by Johan Huizinga in his masterful study 
Homo Ludens (1955), said:

In my opinion, it is quite unnecessary to 
act in the Schools as you act when playing 
cards or dice, where any infringement of the 
rules spoils the game. In a learned discus-
sion, however, there should be nothing out-
rageous or risky in putting forward a novel 
idea.

This neatly echoes Badiou’s philosophy 
of the event that accounts for novation – the 
entry of new things into the world. In his 
Second Manifesto for Philosophy (2011), 
Badiou asserts flatly that: ‘Philosophy is 
nothing if not reckless.’ In its playful reck-
lessness, Slow Thought is not bound. Nei-
ther time nor tradition can corral it. The 
‘play’ or tolerance of Slow Thought means 
not only that rules will be broken but that a 
rupture in thought is possible. This rupture 
is a refusal to accept what Milan Kundera in 
his essay ‘Sixty-Three Words’ (1988) calls ‘the 
nonthought of received ideas’.

Huizinga calls play ‘an intermezzo, an 
interlude in our daily lives’ in a lovely play 
of words, seeing play as the activity between 
acts of a play or an opera, ‘distinct from “or-
dinary life”’, ‘stepping out of common real-
ity into a higher order’. Play creates discon-
tinuity in our lives. By being playful, Slow 
Thought is not opposed to seriousness but 
creates its own sense. Like children’s play, 
Slow Thought is voluntary, has no task, and 
can be deferred or suspended at any time. 
Play creates its own time, rules and sense of 
order, serving as a model for Slow Thought. 
And like play, Slow Thought is connected 
with folly, but is not foolish. Play, in Huizin-
ga’s study, has no biological or moral func-
tion – it is neither a physical necessity nor 
a moral duty. No material interest accrues 
from play and ‘no profit can be gained by it’.
Slow Thought appeals to reflection before 
conviction, clarity before a call to action

Just as play helps a child to construct 
a sense of self, play creates its own com-
munity, apart from the common world, by 
disguise or other means, according to Huiz-
inga. There is something masked, disguised 
and neither evident nor obvious about play. 
Yet, once again, while not serious or logical, 
play creates its own rules, order and logic. 
Slow Thought aims to grasp, to unmask and 
to decode the rules, order and logic of play.

There is a family resemblance of Slow 

Thought to other gestures in the history of 
thought. Laurence Sterne’s Tristram Shandy 
(1759-67) tells its tale with many deliberate 
digressions and diversions, always with a 
satiric purpose. In a celebrated sonnet, the 
17th-century poet John Milton affirmed: 
‘They also serve who only stand and wait.’ 
In 1913, Edmund Husserl construed the 
phenomenal epoché – a bracketing of expe-
rience, a suspension of judgment. Levinas 
refers to lassitude and fatigue as resistance 
to existence, and dilatoriness as ‘an impos-
sibility of beginning or … the accomplish-
ment of beginning’. Agamben, the philoso-
pher of indistinction and indifference, is 
fond of Bartleby’s laconic: ‘I would prefer not 
to.’ Jacques Lacan speaks of la lettre en souf-
france, ‘the letter in waiting’, in his seminar 
on Edgar Allan Poe’s ‘The Purloined Letter’ 
(1844) – a letter that (eventually/eventfully/
eventally) arrives at its destination, despite 
its displacement. Jacques Derrida decon-
structs deferral and delay – to the point that 
far from arriving at his destination, he never 
quite manages to embark on the journey 
as there are so many starting points. Slow 
Thought invokes the word resistance, not as 
a psychoanalytic defence, but as abeyance 
and deferral.

From digression and indifference, 
through bracketing and suspension, defer-
ral and delay, hesitation and weariness, to 
displacement and abeyance, Slow Thought 
has seen many iterations of its defining 
jest. What they have in common is linger-
ing, tarrying, waiting, and an appeal to re-
flection before conviction, clarity before a 
call to action. 
6. Slow Thought is a counter-method, 
rather than a method, for thinking as it 
relaxes, releases and liberates thought 
from its constraints and the trauma of 
tradition
An editorial in The Irish Times in 2014 ex-
horting Ireland to introduce philosophy to 
secondary schools argues against ‘attempts 
to remove time for reflection’, perfectly 
summed up by ‘the slogans of our techno-
consumerist age’ – Just do it, Move fast and 
break things, YOLO (You only live once) – 
which encourage us to ‘act now, think later’. 
Against a ‘consumer society [that] constant-
ly attempts to remove time for reflection’, 
philosophy is recommended as ‘a counter-
balance to this culture of fast action’.

The problem with ‘fast action’ is that it 
presumes a sure way of doing things and a 
uniformity that, in a pinch, we can acceler-
ate. Just as fast food works for some meals 
and not for others, we must remain open 
to things that take time, both for preserv-
ing what is of value from the past and tak-
ing the time to forge new approaches in the 
present. The key here is multiplicity, plural-
ity and diversity, which take time.

According to Ludwig Wittgenstein: 
‘There is not a philosophical method, 
though there are indeed methods, like dif-
ferent therapies.’ The most famous and rad-
ical philosopher of the 20th century did not 
establish a philosophical system because he 
wished to cure himself – and us – of philoso-
phy. The reference to therapy is important 
as Wittgenstein compared the work of phi-
losophy to that of medicine or psychology: 
‘The philosopher’s treatment of a question 
is like the treatment of an illness.’

When I say that Slow Thought is a coun-
ter-method, I align it with Wittgenstein’s 
thought, published posthumously in Re-
marks on the Philosophy of Psychology 
(1980), where he concludes:

What we find out in philosophy is trivial; 
it does not teach us new facts, only science 
does that. But the proper synopsis of these 
trivialities is enormously difficult, and has 
immense importance. Philosophy is in fact 
the synopsis of trivialities.

Let us put this into a greater philosophi-
cal perspective. In the work of Badiou and 
Richard Rorty, we can distinguish two kinds 
of philosophers. Rorty calls them systematic 
and edifying philosophers, while Badiou 
calls them philosophers and anti-philoso-
phers.

True philosophers open possibilities of 
thought and life. Anti-philosophers close 

possibilities

Systematic philosophers (according to 
Rorty) and true philosophers (according 
to Badiou) build systems of thought, often 
constructing their own materials (methods) 
for the philosophical edifice. Thinkers such 
as Plato and Aristotle, Augustine and Aqui-
nas, Giambattista Vico and Giordano Bru-
no, Thomas Hobbes and John Locke, René 
Descartes and Baruch Spinoza, Immanuel 
Kant and Husserl – they are all systematic 
philosophers. Others address edifying ques-
tions (Rorty) or work to undermine estab-
lished systems of thought (Badiou’s anti-
philosophers). Rorty refers to these thinkers 
as ‘therapeutic rather than constructive’. 
Badiou’s anti-philosophers include Paul of 
Tarsus, Friedrich Nietzsche, Sigmund Freud 
and his follower Lacan, and Wittgenstein.

Following my philosophical investi-
gations into trauma and event, I discern 
systematic, true philosophers as philoso-
phers of the event, opening possibilities 
– of thought and of life. Anti-philosophers 
are the philosophers of trauma and the 
abyss, closing possibilities. What they have 
in common is rupture understood as cae-
sura, discontinuity or hiatus. When rupture 
becomes trauma/abyss, it is not necessar-
ily clinical trauma as it is conceived in psy-
chiatry and psychoanalysis but the trauma 
of cultural studies which, true to the way it 
is understood in the anti-philosophy tradi-
tion, is neither systematic nor construc-
tive but deconstructive and, unlike clinical 
trauma, does not require intervention of 
any kind.

There is another group of thinkers 
whom I call methodologists. These are 
thinkers who offer us new tools of thought. 
They do not fit easily into the dichotomous 
categories of philosophy/anti-philosophy 
or systematic/edifying philosophers. I think 
of aspects of Nietzsche, such as his geneal-
ogy, as a methodology. While Badiou sees 
Wittgenstein as an anti-philosopher, it is 
clear that Wittgenstein saw himself as the 
great methodologist who eschewed a philo-
sophical system and, by clarifying language 
games, cleaned up certain philosophical 
pseudo-problems. From this perspective, 
Derrida is also best viewed as a method-
ologist who offers a series of extraordinary 
insights into language, culture and thought 
with such notions as the pharmakon, dis-
semination and iteration. Foucault and his 
greatest reader, Agamben, are methodolo-
gists. Foucault offers a series of methodolo-
gies – genealogy, archaeology and problem-
aticisation. Agamben has honed Foucault’s 
archaeology whose genealogy he traces 
back to Nietzsche and Freud into a refined 
methodology that he calls philosophical 
archaeology. Foucault furthermore offers 
his notions of the dispositif or apparatus, as 
well as his notion of the ‘care of the self’ as 
methodologies for investigation, thinking 
and practice.

Slow Thought is a counter-method as an 
analogue to anti-philosophy. Just as there 
are philosophers and anti-philosophers, 
there are methods and counter-methods. 
In this sense, we can group Slow Thought 
as an edifying philosophy and as an anti-
philosophy, the way that Nietzsche, Witt-
genstein and Derrida examine the tools and 
methods of thought to clarify genealogies 
(Nietzsche), to rid us of pseudo-problems 
(Wittgenstein), and to reveal latent, un-
known and disavowed roots, meanings and 
traces of words (Derrida).
7. Slow Thought is deliberate
In a wonderful philosophical lesson that 
is structured like a joke, Wittgenstein ad-
monished philosophers about rushing their 
thinking:

Question: ‘How does one philosopher 
address another?’

Answer: ‘Take your time.’
This was also Socrates’ fundamental 

gripe against the silver-tongued Sophists. 
While the Sophists trained Athenians in 
rhetoric to defend themselves effectively, 
Socrates spoke slowly and deliberately, even 
hesitantly, and was unable to defend him-
self – in the short run – against the charges of 
corrupting the youth of Athens. History has 
given its own judgment on those charges.

Slow Thought: A Manifesto
We need a philosophy of Slow Thought to ease thinking into a more playful and porous dialogue about what it means to live
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Police try to disperse JNU students as they raise slogans during a protest over the issue of compulsory 
attendance and other issues, in New Delhi on Friday.
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Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal and Deputy CM Manish Sisodia with MLAs celebrating the judgment of  Delhi 
High Court at Kejriwal’s residence in New Delhi, on Friday.
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Senior Congress leader P Chidambaram at the Delhi High court in 
New Delhi on Friday.

Anna Hazare

Relief for AAP : High Court 
restores 20 disqualified MLAs 

Karti Chidambaram gets bail in INX media case 

SC asks 12 states why they have not appointed Lokayukta

Explosion in illegal firecracker unit kills sixFIR against ‘Dukhtaran-
e-Milat’ over anti-
national slogans

Congress wins three RS 
seats, BJP one in Karnataka  

JNU march turns violent as 
students, teachers clash with police 

Anna fasts again in Delhi, now against Modi govt.

New Delhi, March 23 
(IANS): In a major relief 
to the Aam Aadmi Par-
ty (AAP), the Delhi High 
Court on Friday restored 
the legislatorship of 20 rul-
ing party MLAs who were 
disqualified for holding 
offices-of-profit.

Setting aside the Elec-
tion Commission recom-
mendation disqualify-
ing the MLAs, the court 
quashed the January 20 
presidential order and re-
ferred the case back to the 
poll panel for a fresh hear-
ing.

A division bench of Jus-
tice Sanjiv Khanna and Jus-
tice Chander Shekhar said 
the January 19 poll panel 
recommendation given to 
the President “is vitiated 
and bad in law for failure 
to comply with principles 
of natural justice”.

It said there was a “vio-
lation of natural justice and 
no oral hearing was given 
to the AAP MLAs before 
disqualifying them as leg-
islators”.

The court had reserved 
its judgment on February 
28 after the MLAs and the 
Election Commission con-
cluded their arguments.

Delhi Chief Minister 
and AAP convenor Arvind 
Kejriwal described it as a 
victory for truth.

“The truth has tri-

umphed. The people 
whom Delhi had voted as 
their representatives were 
wrongly disqualified,” Ke-
jriwal tweeted.

The MLAs were dis-
qualified on charges of 
holding offices-of-profit 
because they were ap-
pointed Parliamentary 
Secretaries in March 2015.

The Delhi government 
appointed 21 AAP MLAs as 
Parliamentary Secretaries 
to assist cabinet ministers 
and include more MLAs in 
governance work.

The post comes with 
perks similar to that of 
a minister. The law bars 
elected representatives 
from holding offices-of-
profit during their tenure.

Lawyer and petitioner 
in the case Prashant Patel 
was the first to complain 
to then President Pranab 
Mukherjee that the MLAs 
holding the offices of Par-
liamentary Secretaries was 
in violation of the Consti-
tution. Mukherjee referred 
the complaint to the Elec-
tion Commission.

In his first reaction after 
the High Court verdict, Pa-
tel said: “The court has said 
this case will be reopened. 
I had just raised a consti-
tutional issue. There is no 
setback for me.”

On January 19 , the poll 
panel recommended the 
disqualification of 20 AAP 
MLAs. Of the 21, Jarnail 
Singh had resigned from 
the assembly to contest the 
Punjab elections. 

President Ram Nath 
Kovind, as he is bound by 
the law, accepted the poll 

panel recommendation on 
January 20.

The disqualified law-
makers moved the High 
Court last month con-
tending that the poll panel 
notification was a “gross 
violation of natural jus-
tice because the Election 
Commission decided the 
matter in undue haste and 
without affording and giv-
ing any opportunity of fair 
hearing to the petitioners”.

AAP spokesperson Sau-
rabh Bharadwaj said the 
AAP MLAs did not take 
perks.

“When they didn’t take 
office of profit, the question 
of profit does not arise. But 
this you can say only when 
you listen to the MLAs. You 
have taken the decision 
without listening to them.

“There is a principle of 
natural justice. The Elec-
tion Commission did not 
give the MLAs any oppor-
tunity to have their say. To-
day, the court has said the 
MLAs should have been 
given the opportunty to 
explain their position.”

He blamed the Central 
government for the dis-
qualification, saying the 
poll panel was “acting on its 
whims and fancies”.

“If small states are 
blackmailed, then the fed-
eral structure will be com-
pletely destroyed.”

New Delhi, March 23 
(IANS): Senior Congress 
leader P. Chidambaram’s 
son Karti Chidambaram 
was given bail on Friday 
by the Delhi High Court 
after over three weeks of 
his arrest in the INX Media 
corruption case.

Justice S.P, Garg direct-
ed Karti to furnish a surety 
of Rs 10 lakh and asked him 
not leave the country with-
out taking prior permission 
from the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) which 
is probing the case.

“There appears no 
possibility of the petitioner 
(Karti) to flee from justice. 
His parents are senior ad-
vocates, he has family to 
take care of, he has roots 
in the society and is not a 
previous convict,” Justice 
Garg said, granting the 
bail.

Karti was arrested on 
February 28 for allegedly 
taking money to facilitate 
Foreign Investment Pro-
motion Board (FIPB) clear-
ance to INX Media in 2007 
when his father was the 
Finance Minister in the 
UPA government.

New Delhi, March 23 (PTI): The Su-
preme Court today asked the chief 
secretaries of 12 states to specify why 
they have not appointed a Lokay-
ukta.

A bench of Justices Ranjan Gogoi 
and R Banumathi also asked the 
chief secretary of Odisha to apprise 
the court about the status of the 
Lokayukta in state and said the apex 
court has no information whether it 
has an anti-corruption ombudsman 
or not.

The 12 states which have been 
asked to give reasons for not ap-
pointing a Lokayukta are Jammu 

and Kashmir, Manipur, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram, Nagaland, Puducherry, 
Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Tripura, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Delhi and West 
Bengal.

The apex court also asked the 12 
states to specify by when they would 
appoint a Lokayukta.

Section 63 of the Lokpal and 
Lokayuktas Act, 2013, states that 
every state shall establish a body to 
be known as the Lokayukta.

The apex court was hearing a PIL, 
which also sought a direction to the 
states to provide adequate budget-
ary allocation and essential infra-

structure for effective functioning of 
Lokayuktas.

According to the PIL, filed by ad-
vocate and Delhi BJP leader Ashwini 
Kumar Upadhyay, the Lokpal and 
Lokayuktas Act, 2013, received presi-
dential assent on January 1, 2014 and 
came into force from January 16, 2014 
but the executive has not established 
a Lokpal yet.

According to the petitioner, 
many state governments are “delib-
erately weakening” the Lokayukta 
by not providing adequate infra-
structure, sufficient budget and 
workforce.

Bihar Sharif (Bihar), 
March 23 (PTI): Six 
people, including three 
children and a woman, 
were killed and 17 in-
jured after an explosion 
in an illegal firecracker 
unit in Bihar’s Nalanda 
district, a senior official 
said today.

Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar expressed 
grief over the incident 
and issued instructions 
for providing adequate 
medical assistance to 
the injured, an official 
release said.

The explosion oc-
curred last night at a 
house in a crowded 
re s i d e n t i a l  l o c a l -
ity here, from where a 
man allegedly ran the 
illegal firecracker unit. 
He used to live in the 
house as a tenant, dis-
trict magistrate (DM) 
of Naland Thyagarajan 
said. Mohd. Sarfaraz, 
who allegedly ran the 

illegal fireworks factory 
from the house in the 
Khasganj police sta-
tion area, died in the 
course of treatment, 
Nalanda Superintend-
ent of Police Sudhir 
Kumar Porika said.

T h e  b l a s t  a l s o 
claimed the lives of 
Sarfaraz’s two daugh-
ters -- one, a month 
old, and another aged 
three -- and his four-
year-old son. The man’s 
sister and a neighbour 
were also killed in the 
explosion.

Eighteen people, 
including the accused, 
suffered injuries, four 
of whom were in se-
rious condition, the 
DM said, adding that 
the seriously injured 
were taken to the Patna 
Medical College and 
Hospital.

A major fire broke 
out at the house after 
the explosion, since a 

huge quantity of in-
flammable material 
was stored inside it. 
The f i re  could be 
doused in a few hours, 
the district magistrate 
said. The station house 
officer (SHO) of Khas-
ganj, Sher Singh Yadav, 
has been placed under 
suspension for his fail-
ure to check the activ-
ity, he said.

An FIR has been 
registered against the 
tenant for allegedly 
running the illegal fire-
cracker-manufactur-
ing unit in a densely-
populated locality, he 
added. The divisional 
commissioner of Patna 
and a deputy inspec-
tor general-level police 
officer would jointly 
probe the incident.

Action would be 
taken against the guilty 
on the basis of their 
enquiry report, the of-
ficial release said.

Srinagar, March 23 (IANS): The 
Jammu and Kashmir Police on 
Friday registered a criminal case 
against activists of women’s sepa-
ratist group ‘Dukhtaran-e-Milat’ 
on charges of raising anti-national 
slogans and indulging in unlawful 
activities.

A police spokesman said: “We has 
registered a case against Dukhtaran-
e-Milat over a video which has gone 
viral.

“It has come to our notice that 
the group’s activists have indulged in 
certain unlawful activities. They have 
also raised anti-national slogans and 
have given hate and provocative 
speeches.”

Addressing the function, Asiya 
Andrabi, the chief of the outfit, re-
portedly said that all Muslims of the 
sub-continent were Pakistanis on 
the basis of Islam, faith and the love 
of the Prophet.

The activists also sang Pakistan’s 
national anthem.

Bengaluru, March 23 
(PTI): The ruling Con-
gress in Karnataka today 
bagged three Rajya Sabha 
seats and BJP one in the 
biennial election, amid a 
boycott of the poll by the 
JDS, alleging electoral 
malpractice.

Congress’ Dr L Ha-
numanthaiah, Dr Syed 
Naseer Hussain and G 
C Chandrasekhar,  as 
also BJP’s Rajeev Chan-
drashekar were declared 
elected after a complaint 
by the JDS to the Election 
Commission caused de-
lay in taking up counting 
of votes.

With its strength in 
the Assembly, the Con-
gress was sure of winning 
two seats and eyed the 
third seat and won it with 
the support of JDS rebels 
and independents.

The fight was for the 
third seat between the 
third candidate of the 
Congress’ Chandrasekhar 
and JDS’ B M Farooq, 
with the ruling party pull-
ing off a bonus victory.

JDS has 37 MLAs, fall-
ing short of the required 
44 votes by 14, with its 
seven rebels plumping 
for the Congress.

Businessman Rajeev 
Chandrasekhar secured 
50 votes, six more than 
required, with the sup-
port from smaller parties 
and independents.

C o n g r e s s’  C h a n -

drasekhar received 46 
votes, Hanumanthaiah 
44 and Hussain 42.

Two votes were de-
clared invalid and two 
rejected.

Taking cognisance of 
a complaint by JDS, the 
Election Commission di-
rected the Returning Off-
ficer M S Kumaraswamy 
to reject two votes cast 
by Congress MLAs and 
seggregate them before 
taking up counting as EC 
found violation of proce-
dures under the Conduct 
of Election Rules, 1961.

The EC also divested 
Returning Officer Murthy 
of his charge following 
the violation with Ku-
maraswamy coming in 
his place.

JDS boycotted the 
polls midway alleging 
electoral malpractice and 
collusion of the returning 
officer with the Congress.

JDS state unit chief 
and former Chief Minis-
ter H D Kumaraswamy 
d e m a n d e d  c o u n t e r-
manding of the election, 
charging that the return-
ing officer, in ‘collusion’ 
with the ruling party, al-
lowed two of its members 
to recast their vote after 
they ‘cross-voted’.

As the poll process 
was underway, Kumaras-
wamy claimed that two 
senior Congress MLAs 
had “cross voted” against 
their party’s official nom-

inees by marking for an-
other candidate on the 
ballot paper.

However, on the re-
quest of the ruling party’s 
agent, the returning of-
ficer later allowed both 
candidates to vote once 
again by issuing them 
a fresh ballot paper, he 
alleged.

“Minister  Kagodu 
Thimmappa, who was a 
former speaker, and MLA 
Baburao Chinchansur, 
both of them have cross 
voted in the first ballot 
paper, then they have 
shown it to their agent, 
he said.

Kumaraswamy later 
announced boycott of 
the election after two of 
the JDS MLAs had cast 
their vote and accused 
the Congress of indulging 
in “money politics.”

they have tried every-
thing.. they had gone to 
the court (on seven rebel 
JDS MLA issue), they 
failed in the court, and 
desperately they are mak-
ing these allegations.”

The JDS had fi led 
a petition in the High 
Court not to allow the 
rebel MLAs to vote till 
the assembly speaker 
K B Koliwad delvers his 
orders on their petition, 
seeking disqualification 
of the rebel MLAs.

The High Court has 
adjourned the hearing to 
April 2.

New Delhi, March 23 
(IANS): Police on Fri-
day used water-cannon 
guns and batons to stop a 
march to the Parliament 
by Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity (JNU) students and 
teachers, demanding the 
arrest of a professor ac-
cused of sexual harass-
ment and protesting the 
privatisation of education 
and compulsory attend-
ance rules.

The rally of around 
500 students and teachers 
from the JNU campus was 
halted near INA Market 
in south Delhi where bar-
ricades were created to 
stop the protestors from 
marching ahead.

Police said the protes-
tors didn’t have permis-
sion to take out the dem-
onstration and were asked 
to return to the campus.

However, they didn’t 
relent and started storm-
ing the barricades, a police 
officer said, adding the po-
lice then used batons and 
water cannons to disperse 
the protestors.

The JNU Students Un-
ion which had called for 
the march alleged that 
some women students 
were manhandled by po-
lice and their clothes were 
even torn.

Congress MP Sushmita 
Dev and CPI-M leader 
Brinda Karat also joined 
the protesting teachers 
and students.

“We are supporting 

New Delhi, March 23 
(IANS): Social activist 
Anna Hazare launched 
a fresh anti-corruption 
agitation with an indefi-
nite fast here on Friday 
and vowed it to continue 
it till the Modi govern-
ment comes up with an 
action plan on Lokpal ap-
pointment, remunerative 
crop prices and election 
reforms.

The activist, who held 
a major agitation in 2011 
against corruption catch-
ing the imagination of 
Indians, said Union Ag-
riculture Minister Radha 
Mohan Singh and some 
ministers from Maharash-
tra met him on Thursday 
and gave certain assur-
ances.

The anti-corruption 
activist said the agitation 
had begun on March 23 
-- the day Bhagat Singh, 
Rajguru and Sukhdev 
were hanged during Brit-
ish rule.

“They laid down their 
lives not just for independ-
ence from British but for 
democratic rule as well. But 
what happened? Democ-

racy has not been estab-
lished in our country yet,” 
he said. 

Hazare has been press-
ing for setting up a Lokpal 
at the Centre and Lokay-
uktas in the states to probe 
corruption cases, bring 
in new electoral reforms 
and implementation of the 
M.S. Swaminathan Com-
mittee report to address 
the agrarian crisis in the 
country.

According to police, 
the agitation witnessed 
participation of about 
5,000-6,000 people, mainly 

from Uttar Pradesh, Har-
yana, Punjab, Rajasthan, 
Madhya Pradesh and As-
sam.

Hazare took a dig at 
the Modi government for 
creating hurdles for farm-
ers wanting to join him. 
“They have stopped trains 
and buses so that people 
who want to join us don’t 
reach here. But it will not 
deter us.” 

A Maharashtra farmer 
from Ahmednagar, Popat-
rao Sathe, said people from 
his area were not allowed 
to board the train by police 

at Bhusawal on Thursday 
night. Some farmers said 
they dodged the police and 
made it to Delhi.

Rakesh Pegu from As-
sam’s Madhuli said he 
was compelled to par-
ticipate in the agitation as 
the livelihood of farmers 
was at risk due to consist-
ent incidences of price 
fall. 

Hazare said the Com-
mission for Agricultural 
Costs and Prices (CACP), 
which decides prices for 
23 crops, should be made 
autonomous for fair price 
fixation.

Currently, the Central 
government controls the 
CACP and cuts the fair 
price rates suggested by 
states by 30-35 per cent, 
he said.

While thanking former 
Karnataka Lokayukta San-
tosh Hegde for being with 
him since 2011, Hazare 
said “I am thankful to him 
for being with us today. 
There was a team in 2011. 
Later many became min-
isters, Chief Ministers and 
Governors. But Hegde re-
mained with us.”

the movement, be it sex-
ual harassment case or 
educative reforms. The au-
thorities don’t understand 
that attendance cannot 
be a parameter to judge a 
scholar or a researcher’s 
academic capabilities,” 
Dev said. Brinda Karat 
said it was “shameful” 
for JNU Vice Chancellor 
M. Jagadesh Kumar was 
supporting an accused in 
sexual harassment cases 
“who has got eight com-
plaints against him”.

“The students took to 
streets because they got 
no justice from the univer-
sity,” Karat said.

The university teach-
ers and students have 

been protesting for the 
past many days over sev-
eral issues and have been 
demanding the removal of 
the accused professor.

The professor was ar-
rested on Tuesday but was 
released on bail hours 
later. He has claimed in-
nocence, alleging that 
complaints against him 
was a political conspiracy 
to tarnish his image. 

On Monday, the stu-
dents clashed with the 
cops near Vasant Kunj 
police station. They have 
refused to attend classes 
until action was taken 
against Professor Atul Jo-
hri of the Department of 
Life Sciences.

The teachers are also 
protesting against the 
removal of several de-
partment heads and a 
coordinator for not com-
plying with the university’s 
new attendance rules. A 
number of them are on a 
hunger strike.

The association said 
the university’s adminis-
tration has not reached 
out to the faculty mem-
bers who have been on the 
hunger strike for the past 
three days.

They have demanded 
immediate withdrawal 
of notifications replacing 
chairpersons who were 
opposed to implementing 
compulsory attendance.

The CBI has alleged 
irregularities were com-
mitted in giving INX Me-
dia clearance to receive Rs 
305 crore in foreign invest-
ment.

Imposing additional 
conditions in his bail or-
der, Justic Garg strongly di-
rected Karti not to contact 
the prosecution witnesses 
or temper with evidence or 

criminally intimidate any 
witness in any manner.

The court also asked 
Karti not to close any of his 
bank accounts in India or 
abroad without informing 
the CBI about.

The prosecution had 
opposed his bail plea al-
leging that the accused 
had “already destroyed evi-
dence” and was an “influ-

ential” person to influence 
witnesses.

Karti, 46, was arrested 
in connection with an FIR 
lodged on May 15 last year. 
The CBI initially alleged 
that he had received Rs 10 
lakh as bribe for facilitating 
the FIPB clearance to INX 
Media. 

The figure was, how-
ever, revised later to about 
Rs $1 million or 6.5 crore at 
the current exchange rate.

The amount was paid 
through private company 
Advantage Strategic Con-
sulting, according to the 
CBI.

Karti denied the allega-
tions, saying he was in no 
way related to the firm.

His arrest was triggered 
after Indrani Mukerjea, 
former executive at INX 
Media, recorded a stat-
ment before a magistrate 
on February 17, accusing 
Karti of demanding and 
receiving bribe to facilitate 
clearance for the foreign 
investment,

Mukerjea is accused of 
her daughter Sheena Bo-
ra’s murder and currently 
lodged in a Mumbai jail.
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Washington, March 23 
(IANS):  US President 
Donald Trump has named 
former ambassador and 
Fox News analyst John 
Bolton as his new Na-
tional Security Adviser 
replacing Lt. Gen. H.R. 
McMaster, media reports 
said.

The President an-
nounced the news in a 
tweet on Thursday, saying 
that Bolton would take 
the job starting April 9, 
making him Trump’s third 
National Security Adviser 
in the first 14 months of 
his presidency, reports 
The Washington Post. 

“I (am) pleased to an-
nounce that, effective 
4/9/18, @AmbJohnBol-
ton will be my new Na-
tional Security Advisor. I 
am very thankful for the 
service of General H.R. 
McMaster who has done 
an outstanding job and 
will always remain my 
friend. There will be an 
official contact handover 
on 4/19,” he tweeted. 

Bolton’s appointment 
does not require Senate 
confirmation.

Fo l l ow i n g  Tr u m’s 
tweet, McMaster said in 

a statement released by 
the White House: “After 
34 years of service to our 
nation, I am requesting 
retirement from the US 
Army effective this sum-
mer after which I will 
leave public service... I 
am thankful to President 
Donald Trump for the 
opportunity to serve him 
and our nation as Na-
tional Security Adviser.”

Trump and Bolton 
have been discussing for 
weeks how he could re-
place McMaster, CNN 
quoted an infor med 
source as saying.

Shortly after the news 
broke, Bolton said on Fox 
News that he was not ex-
pecting an announce-
ment to be made Thurs-
day afternoon.

A c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 

source, Trump and Bol-
ton had met earlier on 
Thursday. Bolton’s hard 
edged, hawkish views on 
issues like North Korea, 
Iraq and Syria make him 
a controversial pick espe-
cially ahead of a proposed 
meeting between Trump 
and North Korea’s Kim 
Jong-un.

Bolton is a fierce North 
Korea hawk who, in his 

prolific writings and tel-
evision commentary, has 
said that pre-emptive war 
would likely be the only 
way to stop North Korea 
from obtaining the capa-
bility to attack the US with 
a nuclear missile, reports 
The Washington Post.

Bolton had touted 
“the legal case for striking 
North Korea first” in an 
editorial in the Wall Street 
Journal.

However, Bolton, who 
had dismissed negotia-
tions with North Korea as 
a waste of time, moder-
ated his views slightly af-
ter Trump announced he 
would sit down with Kim, 
suggesting that the en-
counter between the two 
leaders would be short 
and largely devoid of tra-
ditional diplomacy.

Regarding Iran, Bolton 
told Fox News in January 
that Trump should dump 
the nuclear deal, re-im-
pose economic sanctions 
on Tehran and work to-
ward an overthrow of the 
government there.

Bolton had previously 
served in the George W. 
Bush administration in a 
key arms-control job.

B r u s s e l s ,  Ma r c h  2 3 
(IANS): The EU has re-
called its ambassador 
from Moscow after lead-
ers on the continent sided 
with Britain over the poi-
soning of a former Rus-
sian double agent in the 
UK, saying it was “highly 
likely” Moscow was re-
sponsible for the attack.

Following a summit 
in Brussels on Thursday 
to discuss the response 
to the Salisbury nerve 
agent attack, the Europe-
an Council of EU leaders 
agreed “there was no plau-
sible alternative explana-
tion”, the BBC reported.

British leader Theresa 
May said the Salisbury 
poisoning was “part of a 
pattern of Russian aggres-

sion against Europe”. 
Moscow denies re-

sponsibility for the attack 
on ex-spy Sergei Skripal 
and his daughter Yulia. 
They remain in a critical 
but stable condition after 
the attack on March 4.

The EU said its am-
bassador to Russia was 
recalled “for consulta-
tions”. European Council’s 
President Donald Tusk 
tweeted that all leaders 
agreed Russia’s respon-
sibility for the attack was 
highly likely.

France, Poland, Esto-
nia, Latvia and Lithuania 
were reportedly consid-
ering expelling Russian 
diplomats as requested by 
the UK government, in a 
coordinated strike against 

Moscow, according to a 
Guardian report.

Lithuanian President 
Dalia Grybauskaite said: 
“All of us, we are consider-
ing such measures.” She 
added that she had not 
congratulated Putin on his 
re-election.

Britain had expelled 
23 Russian diplomats in 
retaliation for the nerve 
agent attack. In the run-
up to Thursday’s summit, 
British officials shared 
intelligence with their EU 
counterparts about the 
issue.

Theresa May also met 
German Chancellor An-
gela Merkel and French 
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron in Brussels and a 
spokesperson of Down-
ing 10 claimed that “the 
UK, Germany and France 
reaffirmed that there is no 
plausible explanation oth-
er than that the Russian 
state was responsible”.

The three leaders 
agreed on “the impor-
tance of sending a strong 
European message in re-
sponse to Russia’s actions 
and agreed to remain in 
close contact in coming 
days,’’ a spokesperson was 
quoted as saying

Washington, March 23 
(IANS): US President Don-
ald Trump embarked on 
the sharpest trade con-
frontation with China, 
moving toward imposing 
tariffs worth $60 billion in 
Chinese goods and limit-
ing Beijings freedom to in-
vest America’s technology 
industry, media reports 
said.

“We’re doing things for 
this country that should 
have been done for many, 
many years,” The Wash-
ington Post quoted the 
President as saying at the 
White House on Thurs-
day.

The announcement 
follows a seven-month 
government investiga-
tion into the intellectual 
property theft, which has 
been a longstanding point 
of contention in US-China 
trade relations, CNN re-
ported. 

In addition to the tar-
iffs, the US also plans to 
impose new investment 
restrictions, take action 
against China at the World 
Trade Organisation and the 
Treasury Department also 
will propose additional 
measures.

Trump directed Trade 

Paris, March 23 (IANS): A gunman 
was shot dead after killing at least two 
people in a hostage situation at a su-
permarket in a southern French town 
on Friday in what officials treated as 
“an act of terror”.

The incident unfolded in the 
morning at a Super U supermarket 
in Trebes town where the attacker 
opened fire and held several people 
hostage. Police stormed into the 
supermarket leading to a standoff 
that lasted about three hours, CNN 
reported.  Reports said the gunman, 
who pledged allegiance to the Islamic 

State terror group, killed two hostages 
before he was shot dead by the police. 
“The hostage-taker has been shot 
down,” Interior Minister Gérard Col-
lomb said on his Twitter account.

Later in a press conference, Col-
lomb identified the alleged assailant 
as a 26-year-old common criminal 
and small-time drug dealer.

The gunman, believed to be a 
Moroccan and reportedly known to 
French intelligence services, was said 
to be heavily armed and asked for the 
release of Salah Abdeslam, the key 
surviving suspect in the 2015 Paris 

attacks which killed 130 people.
French Prime Minister Edouard 

Philippe said on Twitter that all in-
formation about the supermarket 
attack pointed to “an act of terror”. 
The Paris prosecutor’s office said it 
was opening an investigation into a 
“terrorist act”, as well as murder and 
attempted murder.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron, who was in Brussels at an 
EU leaders’ summit, described the 
hostage incident as a “terror attack” 
and said he would return to the coun-
try promptly.

New York, March 23 
(IANS): Targeting Face-
book’s business model, 
US President Donald 
Trump’s former chief 
strategist and former Vice 
President of Cambridge 
Analytica Steve Bannon 
has accused the social 
network giant of selling 
people’s data.

Speaking at a confer-
ence held by the Finan-
cial Times newspaper on 
Thursday, Bannon, how-
ever, said that he did not 
know about the political 
data analytics firm’s data 

mining from Facebook, 
CNBC reported. 

“Then they write algo-
rithms and control your 
life,” he added. Cam-
bridge Analytica, which 
worked with Trump’s 
election team, was ac-
cused of harvesting mil-
lions of Facebook profiles 
of US voters.

The firm has allegedly 
been using Facebook us-
ers’ data to unfairly influ-
ence election results by 
psychological manipula-
tion, entrapment tech-
niques and fake news 

campaigns.
According to a report 

in the Guardian, Bannon 
later said outside the con-
ference room that he “did 
not remember” being 
part of any scheme to buy 
data that came from Face-
book and divert it to use 
for election propaganda. 

He claimed that nei-
ther he nor Cambridge 
Analytica had anything 
to do with “dirty tricks” 
in the use of information 
harvested from Facebook 
to make computer mod-
els to sway elections.

He blamed any “dirty 
tricks” on Cambridge An-
alytica’s parent company, 
Strategic Communication 
Laboratories (SCL). “

Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg on Wednes-
day admitted that the so-
cial media giant “made 
mistakes” over the scan-
dal and a “breach of trust” 
had occurred between it 
and its users. Cambridge 
Analytica is now being 
probed in the US for the 
company’s role inTrump’s 
presidential election 
campaign. 

Nay Pyi Taw, March 23 
(IANS): The Myanmar 
parliament is set to elect 
presidential candidates 
on Friday following U Htin 
Kyaw’s resignation earlier 
this week.

According to parlia-
ment sources, the presi-
dential electoral college 
of the House of Repre-
sentatives will elect a vice 
president as a candidate 
to compete with other two 
existing vice presidents -- U 
Myint Swe and U Henry 
Van Thio for presidential 
run, reports Xinhua news 
agency.

The vacancy should 
be filled within seven 
days after the president 

announces resignation, 
according to Myanmar’s 
constitution.

After the resignation of 
U Win Myint as Speaker of 
the House of Representa-
tives on Wednesday, U T 
Khun Myat, his deputy, was 
elected as new speaker of 
the House.

The current parliament 
and government began 
its term of five years from 
February and April 2016 
respectively under the 
leadership of the ruling 
National League for De-
mocracy (NLD) which won 
the absolute majority of 
the parliamentary seats in 
the Nov. 8 general election 
in 2015.

Washington, March 23 (IANS): General 
John Nicholson, the head of the US forces 
in Afghanistan, has claimed that Russia 
is supporting and supplying arms to the 
Afghan Taliban.

In an interview to the BBC, General 
Nicholson said he had seen “destabilising 
activity” by the Russians and weapons 
were smuggled by Moscow across the Tajik 
border to the Taliban. 

However, citing lack of evidence, Rus-
sia has denied such US allegations in the 
past. 

“We see a narrative that’s being used 
that grossly exaggerates the number of 
Islamic State group fighters here,” General 
Nicholson said. 

“This narrative then is used as a justifi-
cation for the Russians to legitimise the ac-
tions of Taliban and provide some degree 
of support to the Taliban,” he was quoted 
as saying by the BBC on Friday.

“We’ve had stories written by the 
Taliban that have appeared in the media 

about financial support provided by the 
enemy. We’ve had weapons brought to 
this headquarters and given to us by 
Afghan leaders and said, this was given 
by the Russians to the Taliban,” he con-
tinued. 

“We know that the Russians are in-
volved.”

He also claimed that Russia conducted 
a series of exercises on the Afghan border 
with Tajikistan. “These are counter ter-
rorism exercises, but we’ve seen the Rus-
sian patterns before: they bring in large 
amounts of equipment and then they 
leave.” 

Russia, meanwhile, denies providing 
weapons or funds to the Taliban but has 
admitted that it has had talks with the 
militant group. 

It justified that on the basis of the 
shared opposition to the Islamic State 
group, which has been trying to estab-
lish a base in the north-east of Afghani-
stan.

Beijing, March 23 (PTI): India is a brother, 
but China is like a long lost cousin found, 
Maldives Ambassador to China Mohamed 
Faisal has said, asserting that his country 
would push ahead with Chinese projects 
despite New Delhi’s concerns.

The Maldives will further embrace 
Chinese investment but is aware it risks 
getting caught between China and India, 
Faisal told the Hong Kong-based South 
China Morning Post. China has put up a 
staunch defence of Maldives President Ab-
dullah Yameen, stonewalling international 
pressure and enabling him to stay in power 
during the current crisis.

Yameen imposed a state of emergency 
and arrested apex court judges and former 
president Maumoon Abdul Gayoom.

Opposition party leaders in Mal-
dives alleged that China is tacitly backing 
Yameen, which emboldened him to resort 
to unconstitutional actions like arresting 
Supreme Court judges.

Former president Mohamed Nasheed 
who was in exile abroad had called for 
Indian intervention in Maldives to save 
the democracy in the island nation. He 
had alleged that China is indulging in 
land grabbing, threatening not just the 
Maldives, but the peace and the stability 
of the entire region.

Faisal said Maldives will not allow any 
foreign military establishments.

China had expressed interest in build-
ing a port in the Maldives, Faisal said, but 
there was no confirmed plan at present.

Islamabad, March 23 
(IANS): Former Pakistan 
President Pervez Mushar-
raf will return to the coun-
try in April, Pakistan Awa-
mi Ittehad (PAI) Secretary 
General Iqbal Dar has said.

The PAI is a coalition of 
23 political and religious 
parties led by the former 
military ruler.

Addressing a press 
conference on Thursday, 
Dar said the date of arrival 
and the city where Mush-
arraf would land would be 
announced after consul-
tation with all members 
of the PAI, Dawn online 
reported on Friday.

Musharraf, who oust-
ed Prime Minister Nawaz 

Islamabad, March 23 (PTI): Paki-
stan President Mamnoon Hussain 
today accused India of ceasefire 
violations and human rights abus-
es, saying New Delhi’s actions have 
put regional peace at stake.

Pakistan Day commemorates 
the passing of the famous La-
hore Resolution on March 23, 
1940, when the All-India Muslim 
League demanded a separate 
homeland for the Muslims of 
British India. On this day in 1956, 
Pakistan became the world’s first 
Islamic republic.

Sri Lankan President Maithri-
pala Sirisena was the ‘Guest of 
Honour’. He was received by Pa-
kistan’s Prime Minister Shahid 

Khaqan Abbasi at the parade 
ground here.

Indian deputy high commis-
sioner J P Singh was also seen 
seated among the foreign diplo-
mats invited to witness the parade.

Referring to cross-border 
ceasefire violations President 
Mamnoon accused India of gross 
human rights violations in Kash-
mir.

Calling upon for an immedi-
ate and peaceful resolution of the 
struggle of Kashmiri people, the 
President said, “The only solution 
to the dispute of Kashmir is to pro-
vide the right of self-determination 
to Kashmiris, and Pakistan will 
continue to play its role in this 

regard.” 
He said that Pakistan was ready 

to extend a hand of co-operation to 
the regional countries, but “taking 
it as a weakness will be a dangerous 
mistake”.

Mamnoon also said that the 
global scenario has changed, and 
now countries could not be co-
erced to tow the line of one particu-
lar country.

He said that Pakistan had been 
playing a vital role for the global 
peace and rendering commend-
able services from the UN platform 
for it.

On the issue of Afghanistan, 
Mamnoon said that Pakistan 
would continue playing its role for 

peaceful resolution of the Afghan 
issue.

He also stressed that efforts to 
curb terrorism should continue 
so that achievements made so far 
could be further strengthened.

The special performance by 
the Jordan military band was the 
highlight of the day in which troops 
from Turkey and UAE also partici-
pated.

Contingents from the Paki-
stan’s Army, Air Force, Navy, Fron-
tier Corps and Pakistan Rangers 
participated in a march-past.

Air Chief Marshal Mujahid An-
war Khan led a fly-past as a salute 
to the president and later joined 
the guests at the parade ground.

Representative Robert E. 
Lighthizer to propose with-
in 15 days tariff increases 
designed to compensate 
the US for lost profits and 
jobs. 

After a 30-day com-
ment period, the list, tar-
geting Chinese products 
that benefited from US 
technology, will be made 
public.

But even as he con-
fronted China over tech-
nology, Trump weakened a 
new tariff meant to protect 
US production of indus-
trial metals, potentially 
exempting the European 
Union, Brazil and other 
countries accounting for 
two-thirds of steel imports 
and more than half of for-

eign-made aluminium, 
The Washington Post re-
ported.

Thursday’s announce-
ment sent stocks to their 
biggest one-day drop in six 
weeks. 

On Wall Street, the 
benchmark Dow Jones 
industrial average plunged 
more than 700 points, or 
almost 3 per cent, as in-
vestors blanched at the 
prospect of a trade war 
between the world’s two 
largest economies.

Meanwhile, the Chi-
nese government fired 
back on Friday, threatening 
to impose tariffs on $3 bil-
lion worth of US imports, 
including pork, wines and 
steel pipes. 

Trump’s announce-
ment was “typical unilater-
alism and protectionism”, 
China’s Commerce Min-
istry said in a statement, 
and it had set a “very bad 
precedent”.

“China does not want 
to fight a trade war, but it 
is absolutely not afraid of 
a trade war,” the ministry 
said. 

The ministry however, 
did not specify a deadline 
for imposing the tariffs.

Ahead of Trump’s an-
nouncement, China’s 
Premier Li Keqiang had 
warned: “A trade war does 
no good to anyone. There 
is no winner,” CNN re-
ported.

Trump, on March 8, 
signed proclamations 
to impose a 25 per cent 
tariff on imported steel 
and a 10 per cent tariff 
on aluminium, causing 
mounting dissent among 
business groups and trad-
ing partners around the 
world.

Trump had exempted 
Canada and Mexico from 
the import levies for the 
duration of talks aimed at 
renegotiating the North 
American Free Trade 
Agreement.

Sharif in 1999, is living in 
exile in Dubai. He was de-
clared an absconder by an 
anti-terrorism court in the 
assassination of former 
Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto.

Dar, meanwhile, said 
“there was a need to sup-
port the judiciary and 
armed forces, adding polit-
ical parties should sign an 
agreement to decide how 
the country would be run 
in the future. “If the ruling 
parties go for confronta-
tion with the judiciary and 
armed forces, they will not 
be able to run the country’s 
affairs smoothly,” he said. 

“Politicians were giving 
a wrong message and im-
pression about the country 
by levelling allegations of 
corruption against each 
other.”
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13 declared joint winners of Femina Miss India East 2018
Thirteen contestants from as many eastern Indian states were declared joint win-
ners of Femina Miss India East 2018. The 13 representing Bihar, Jharkhand, Odi-
sha, Sikkim, Assam, Mizoram, Tripura, Nagaland, Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Manipur, West Bengal and Chhatisgarh will now vie for the top crown at the Grand 
Finale of fbb Colors Femina Miss India 2018 in Mumbai in June. Bollywood actress 
Pooja Chopra, director Srijit Mukherjee, Bengali film actor Subhashree Ganguly 
were among the judges who picked the winners on the basis of personality, poise, 
elegance, beauty and communication skill. Wearing red and yellow robes the girls 
walked the ramp at the glittering show last evening. (PTI)

B
ritish actress Elizabeth Hurley says 
she loves visiting India, and likes 
to combine business and pleasure 
during her trips to the country.

“I adore visiting India and 
make the trip at least twice a year. I combine 

business and pleasure,” Hurley told IANS. 
“I produce all my beautiful kaftans and 

dresses for my beachwear company in Mum-
bai and I also have some very dear friends in 
the city,” she added. 

Hurley is back in India, and is currently 
enjoying her trip to the city of dreams Mum-
bai. 

She tweeted earlier this week: “Uber strike 
in Mumbai today. Traffic moving for once. 
Wish they’d stay on strike. Love the old black 
and yellow taxis.”

Hurley was once married to Arun Nayar, a 
businessman of Indian origin. 

Her affair with India started when she got 
married to Nayar at Umaid Bhawan Palace in 
Jodhpur in 2007. 

Her marriage ended with a divorce in 
2011, but Hurley developed a special con-
nection with the country, where she keeps 
making short trips every now and then. On 
the work front, the actress is enjoying the ap-
preciation coming her way for her portrayal 
of Queen Helena in “The Royals”, which airs 
in India on Colors Infinity.

IANS M
egastar 
Amitabh 
Bachchan 
wishes his 
long-delayed 

movie “Shoebite”, which got 
caught in a tiff between Per-
cept Picture Company and 
UTV, gets a chance to see the 
light of the day.

On Friday, a Twitter user 
made a request to Big B: “We 
want this movie ‘Shoebite’ to 
be released. Please do some-
thing UTV, I’m sure that with 
a little effort it can happen.”

To this, Amitabh wrote: 
“Yes... put aside the internal 
debate, issues, or personal 
view points and give this 
labour of love from Shoojit 
Sircar a chance for others to 
appreciate this novel story 
and film... Please.”

Sircar had taken “Shoe-
bite” to production house 
UTV after it could not release 
with Percept Picture Com-
pany.

Percept Picture Company 
then filed a lawsuit against 
UTV to stall the release which 
was later dismissed. Sircar 
had later blamed the produc-
ers of the film UTV Disney for 

the way they had handled the 
film.

The film is the story of 
a man named John Pereira, 
who in his early 60s, sets out 
on a journey of self-discovery.

Its cast also has Sarika, 
Dia Mirza, Jimmy Sheirgill 
and Nawazuddin Siddiqui.

In 2016, Sircar had said he 
has “moved on”.

“We are making films and 
we are still trying if some-
thing can happen (about 
‘Shoebite’) but I think that I 
am repaying back Mr. Bach-
chan with ‘Piku’ or even ‘Pink’ 
as we could not do that film 
and that film could not re-
lease. So this is my debt that 
I am repaying him,” he said 
of the two movies which he 
made with Big B and which 
were hits.

IANS

“B
aaghi 2” 
director 
Ahmed 
Khan 
says the 

team was ready for criti-
cism from the word go when 
they decided to recreate the 
chartbuster “Ek do teen” for 
their film.

The original song was 
picturised on Madhuri Dixit 
and the new version features 
Jacqueline Fernandez. The 
reworked version has been a 
topic of much discussion on 
social media.

Given that Ahmed is 
a choreographer himself, 
asked if he is creatively 
satisfied with the video, he 
told IANS: “Firstly, I did not 
choreograph the song. It 
has been done by the great 
dancer-choreographer 
Ganesh Acharya. I did not 
interfere with his work. 

“Having said that, from 
the moment we zeroed 
down on the song ‘Ek Do 
Teen’, we were ready for the 
criticism.

“I did not attend any 
rehearsal of the song, I did 
not show my power of being 
the director when the song 

was choreographed. I know 
you would be thinking that 
as a director I green-lit the 
final take. But we must not 
forget that it is an experi-
ment... All feedback of such 
work cannot be positive. We 
are here to take the praise 
and bashing.”

“Ek do teen” became a 
rage when it first featured 
in the 1988 film “Teezab”, 
directed by N Chandra. 
The song was then choreo-
graphed by Saroj Khan.

Emphasising the reason 
behind recreating the song, 
Ahmed said: “The intention 

behind recreating any song 
is to revisit the memory of 
some of the cult classics like 
this, and keeping the new 
generation connect with it.

“Our youngsters have a 
strong connection with the 
lead pair of the film, Tiger 
Shroff and Disha Patani. 
When they watch the song 
in this film, they get to know 
about an old song that our 
generation grew up watch-
ing.”

Citing an example from 
his real life, Ahmed said: 
“My son is 11 years old and 
when he got to know that 

we are doing this song in our 
film, one of his friends asked 
him who Madhuri Dixit is. 
And one of his other friends 
replied, ‘That dancer, yes-
teryear heroine who teaches 
dance on YouTube called 
‘Dance With Madhuri’’.

“It clearly shows the 
reference point of the future 
generation. So, any recre-
ated version of these kind of 
songs serves two purposes 
-- revisiting the memory of 
the old song and connecting 
to the young generation with 
an upgraded version of the 
song.”

Madhuri is yet to give a 
feedback on the song.

Asked if he has spoken 
to Madhuri, Ahmed said: 
“Giving a feedback is her 
choice. I have nothing to say 
on that. We have done the 
song, bought the rights and 
in a legal way.

“I think we should be 
encouraged to attempt to 
recreate a song like ‘Ek Do 
Teen’ that was released 30 
years ago.”

The film “Baaghi 2” is 
slated to release on March 
30.

IANS

Six-day remand for businessman held 
after Zeenat Aman’s rape complaint 

I’m not a singer or dancer — Barrymore

I adore visiting India — Liz Hurley Put aside issues, give ‘Shoebite’ a chance — Big B

Sushmita Sen happy about 
changing image of adoption

We were ready for criticism — Ahmed Khan on ‘Ek Do Teen’

2 pm, 8 pm: Hichki (Hindi)

11 am, 5 pm: Pacific Rim (Eng 2D)
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A 
Mumbai-based 
businessman was 
arrested after a 
leading actress 
of yesteryears, 

Zeenat Aman, lodged a 
complaint accusing him of 
rape, cheating and forgery, 
a top police officer said here 
on Friday.

“The complaint was 
lodged by the victim late on 
Thursday with Juhu Police 
Station and the accused has 
been arrested,” Mumbai 
Police spokesperson Deepak 
Deoraj told IANS.

Deoraj said the case 
had been transferred to the 
Crime Branch for further 
investigations.

The accused, identified 
as Sarfaraz Mohammed,38, 
alias Aman Khanna, was 
arrested late on Thursday 

from Versova and has been 
remanded to police custody 
till March 28, Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (Crime 
Branch) Nisar Tamboli told 
IANS.

This is the second 
complaint registered by the 
69-year old actress against 
Sarfarz in the past two 
months.

According to the actress’ 
complaint, between 2011-
2015, the accused had taken 
cash and gold-silver jeweler-
ies worth Rs 15.4 crore from 
her for business purposes 
and despite repeated pleas 
made by her, he refused to 
return it.

Instead, he offered to give 
her four flats in a govern-
ment colony and a flat in 
Santacruz of which he pre-
pared fake documents and 

cheated her, she said in her 
complaint.

Simultaneously, he 
prepared a forged ‘ani-
kaahnama’ (certificate of 
marriage as per Islamic laws) 
document in her name on 
the basis of which he used to 
threaten and rape her.

He has been booked 
for various offences under 
Indian Penal Code Sec. 376, 
420, 406, 465, 467, 468, 469, 
471, 506.

Incidentally, on Janu-
ary 30 this year, the actress 
had lodged a complaint of 
stalking and harassment 
against Sarfaraz.

The police ar-
rested him after car-
rying out a detailed 
investigation, 
officers said.

IANS

A
ctress Drew Barrymore, 
who is a part of the musi-
cal “Come As You Are”, 
says she is neither a singer 
nor a dancer, but has 

learnt that “when youre comfort-
able in your own shoes, you can do 
anything”.

Returning as global brand ambas-
sadors of footwear brand Crocs and 
starring alongside Barrymore in an 
all-cast version of the musical are 
South Korean musician and actress 
Yoona, and Henry Lau, a Canadian 
singer, songwriter, musician and 
composer. 

“When we were discussing how 

to make ‘Come As You Are’ bigger and 
better for 2018, a musical was the first 
thing that came to my mind. I’m not 
a singer or a dancer, but for this 
campaign to celebrate what is 
achievable when we are com-
fortable just being ourselves, I 
wanted to get outside of my 
comfort zone. 

“I love how it turned 
out and it has proven 
to me that when you’re 
comfortable in your own 
shoes, you can do any-
thing,” Barrymore said in 
a statement.

IANS

A
ctress Sushmita Sen, who 
raises two adopted daugh-
ters, is happy that people are 
now more open to the idea of 
adoption. She says it is high 

time people get over the thinking that 
blood and bones create a family.

The “Main Hoon Na” star expressed 
her views when she became a part of TV 
show “Vh1 Inside Access”, read a state-
ment from the channel. 

She said: “I think people need to 
get out of this zone which is really 
just a zone... where they 

believe that 
blood and 

bones 
create a 

family. 
That 

we 
are 

truly not marrying an absolute stranger 
and it has nothing to do with your 
bloodline and suddenly become your 
everything that you will even take his last 
name. 

“Do you know 45 per cent of chil-
dren are no longer in the orphanages 
anymore? If not in India, then globally 
people are adopting. 

“I cannot tell you how amazing that 
makes me feel to know that this world, 
despite all its social media distractions, 
has a heart as large as that. That’s awe-
some,” added the actress, who has two 
daughters named Renee and Alisah. 

She has some advice for her daugh-
ters. 

“There is a difference between repu-
tation and being honourable. Reputa-
tion is what others think of you or know 
of you. Being honourable is what you 
know of yourself. It’s okay if you have bad 
reputation, always be honourable. That’s 
really important,” she said. 

The former Miss Universe has fea-
tured in films like “No Problem”, “Maine 
Pyaar Kyun Kiya” and “Bewafaa”. She is 
also seen in the fashion world as a show-
stopper quite often. 

Sushmita has tips for budding 
models. 

“Be sure you want to do it. Don’t 
do it because everyone 

else is doing it. Find 
your own expres-

sion of your body 
type. Don’t be-
come too skinny 
and starve, you 
have got to live 
your life in 
that body. So 
respect that. 
No profes-
sion should 
tell you 
otherwise,” 
she said.

IANS
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Mirror Crossword 1770       sud0ku 1610
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1769

ACRoss
1. Official in the Ottoman Empire
6. Storm
10. Parent-Teacher associations
14. Latin for “Lamb”
15. Lengths of existance
16. Operatic solo
17. Backmost parts
18. Ooze
19. Pole
20. Lacking the essentials
22. Elliptically
24. Egyptian goddess
25. Planetarium at the University of 

Nebraska
26. Papal ______
29. Lessen
30. Region
31. Paper with the address preprinted
37. “Spill the _____” = disclose
39. Cistern
40. Purple dye from Tyre
41. Orbiting machines
44. Borders, edges or margins
45. Lubricates
46. Entangle
48. Made by spiders
52. Margarine
53. Stand up
54. Equalized
58. Slender
59. 17th letter of the Greek alphabet 

(plural)
61. Resembling long, narrow, straight 

channels
62. Therefore
63. Melody
64. French for “School”

65. Labels
66. Yearns
67. Traditional Hindu musical forms 

DoWn
1. Leopard or large cat
2. US writer James ____ (1909-

1955)
3. Break
4. Cyclone or typhoon
5. St. Francis of ______
6. Not solids or liquids
7. Matured
8. Side sheltered from the wind
9. Adopt and support a cause or 

belief

10. _____ nuncio
11. Mischievous dwarf
12. Corridor 
13. Woodland demon (Greek 

mythology)
21. Stringed instrument
23. Swerves
25. Dull finish on paper
26. Grabs or snatches
27. Compound found in urine
28. Tidy
29. French for “States”
32. “Lesser of two _____”
33. Mouth organ
34. Great Lake
35. Weapons

36. Move with haste
38. Fruits of the blackthorn shrub
42. Freedom
43. Vend
47. Closer
48. Flat face of a gem
49. Classical music theatre
50. Fort in North Carolina
51. Drunkards
52. Fertile areas in a desert
54. Capital of the former West 

Germany
55. Heavy wooden shoe
56. Singer ____ Fitzgerald
57. Coloring agents
60. Color or shade

solutions to suD0ku 1609

England players Natalie Sciver and Tammy Beaumont celebrate their victory in the Women’s T20 Tri-series cricket match played against 
Australia at the Brabourne stadium in Mumbai on Fri. March 23.

PTI

Jamaica’s former sprinter Usain Bolt smiles after he took part  in a practice session of the Borussia 
Dortmund soccer squad in Dortmund, Germany on Fri. March 23.

AP/PTI

Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain rides a scooter after the 
second practice session at the Australian Formula One Grand Prix 
in Melbourne on Fri. March 23. The first race of the 2018 seasons is 
on Sunday.

AP/PTI

Dortmund (Germany), 
March 23 (Reuters): Multi-
ple Olympic sprint cham-
pion Usain Bolt had the 
chance to show off his 
football skills on Friday, 
nutmegging an opponent 
and scoring with a header 
as he trained with Borus-
sia Dortmund in front of a 
cheering crowd.

Some 1,500 people 
were in the stands of Dort-
mund’s training ground 
for the morning session 
and dozens of reporters 
and camera crews were 
spread along the sideline 
as Bolt entered the pitch 
alongside players Mario 
Goetze and Julian Weigl.

He warmed up with 
the Dortmund players as 
fans, some waving Jamaica 
flags, cheered on a chilly 

and overcast Ruhr valley 
morning.

Bolt then delighted 
his supporters as he nut-
megged an opponent, 
knocking the ball through 
his legs, and scored with a 
fine header.

Dortmund, who share 
the same sponsor, Puma, 
as Bolt, had agreed in 
January to let the retired 
athlete train with the team.

The 31-year-old, an 
eight-times Olympic gold 
medallist and a big Man-
chester United supporter 
who ended his sprint ca-
reer last year, joked af-
ter a charity match on 
Thursday that he hoped 
his Dortmund appearance 
would lead to a contract 
with the Premier League 
club.

Melbourne, March 23 
(IANS): Mercedes’ British 
driver Lewis Hamilton 
continued the pace he 
showed in the first prac-
tice session in the second 
session also on Friday, 
ahead of Formula One’s 
first Grand Prix of the sea-
son here.

Reigning world cham-
pion Hamilton posted the 
fastest time of 1:23.931, 
improving on his first out-
ing by just under 0.3 sec-
onds, as Mercedes dem-
onstrated ominous signs 
that they would maintain 
the dominance the team 
has enjoyed since 2014, re-
ports Efe. The 20-year-old 
Dutch driver Max Verstap-
pen showed that Red Bull 
might give Mercedes a run 
for their money, finishing 
just 0.127 seconds behind 
Hamilton.

“That’s what I call a 
positive start to the sea-
son. The car handled well 
and I’m happy with today. 
There is of course always 
room for improvement, so 
we keep pushing”, Verstap-
pen said on Twitter.

Valtteri Bottas was 
0.228 seconds slower than 
his Mercedes teammate, 
third fastest overall, just 
ahead of Kimi Raikkonen 

England women crush Australia 
by 8 wickets in Tri-series

Hamilton dominates in 2nd free 
practice ahead of Australian GP

Galaxy confirm Ibrahimovic 
signing; Swede says ready to win

Sprint king Bolt on target in Borussia Dortmund training

Mumbai, March 23 (PTI): 
England romped to a 
convincing eight-wicket 
victory over Australia, rid-
ing on Natalie Sciver and 
Tamsin Beaumont’s blis-
tering half-centuries to 
start their campaign in 
the Tri-Nation Women’s 
T20 series on a rousing 
note, here today.

Opting to field after 
winning the toss, Eng-
land restricted the Austra-
lians to 149 for eight at the 
Brabourne Stadium.

Rachael Haynes top-
scored for Australia with a 
65 off 45 balls, knock that 
included eight boundar-
ies and a six.

For England, medium 
pacer Jenny Gunn and 
Sciver finished with three 
and two wickets, respec-
tively.

In reply, the English 
team chased down the 
target with as many as 
three overs to spare.

The chase turned out 

to be a walk in the park as 
Sciver (68 not out off 43 
balls) and Beaumont (58 
not out off 44 balls) forged 
an unbeaten 116-run 
partnership for the third 
wicket in just 73 balls.

B e a u m o n t h  a n d 
Sciver, who play in the 
Women’s Big Bash League, 
took a listless Australian 
bowling to task as they 
overhauled the target with 
plenty to spare.

In the process, they 
steered the team out of 
trouble from 34 for two.

Sciver, who returned 
with figures of 2-29 before 
scoring an unbeaten 68, 
said: I think, we dragged 
them back pretty well. 
We managed to keep tak-
ing wickets. The bowlers 
would have been pretty 
happy. They could have 
gone all out and our target 
could’ve been 180. I think 
we were happy to keep 
them down. 

Beaumont too was 

happy with the perfor-
mance of the bowlers.

Really proud the way 
the bowlers came out of 
the powerplay to keep 
them to 150. It’spretty 
much exceptional, con-
sidering they got 50 up 
in the powerplay them-
selves, she said.

Right-handed Beau-
mont hammered four 
consecutive boundaries 
off Megan Schutt in the 
sixth over to begin the 
carnage as England raced 
to 51. Sciver too joined 
the party as she hit two 
sixes in the eight over and 
followed it up with three 
fours in the 10th.

Austral ia  t r ied as 
many as seven bowlers, 
but nothing stopped the 
brutal assault of Beau-
mont and Sciver and the 
sloppy fielding by the Aus-
sies only aided them.

W h i l e  B e a u m o n t 
struck eight boundaries, 
Sciver hit 10 fours and two 

sixes in their respective 
knocks.

Earlier, a brisk 65 off 45 
balls from skipper Haynes 
steered the Australia 
women to a decent total. 
England bowlers put a 
disciplined performance 
as they took Australian 
wickets at regular inter-
vals and never allowed 
their batswomen to settle 
down.

Haynes posted her 
highest individual T20 
score, as she hammered 
t h e  En g l i s h  b ow l e r s 
around the park, but she 
failed to find support at 
the other end.

Australian openers - 
Alyssa Healy (31 off 23 
balls) and Beth Mooney 
(4) - had put on 26 runs 
before debutant Katie 
George affected a smart 
run-out off her own bowl-
ing to dismiss Mooney in 
the fourth over.

It was Healy, who gave 
the much-needed mo-

mentum, as she hit two 
fours and two sixes in the 
first six overs.

After Mooney failed, 
Ashleigh Gardner (28 off 
16 balls) played her role 
to perfection as Australia 
managed 49 runs in the 
powerplay period.

T h e  e i g h t h  o v e r 
bowled by Sciver was a 
dramatic one that saw two 
wickets and two sixes.

On the first ball, Healy 
was brilliantly caught at 
deep square-leg by Dani-
elle Wyatt. Then Gardner 
struck two massive sixes, 
but on the last ball, Sciver 
dismissed the batter to 
leave Australia tottering at 
66 for three.

Australia were poised 
for a big score as they had 
amassed 79 runs in the 
first 10 overs, but then 
apart from Haynes, no 
other batter contributed.

Elyse Villani (4), Ellyse 
Perry (2), Sopihe Mol-
ineux (6), Delissa Kim-
mince (1) failed to sup-
port their skipper.

Au s t ra l i a  s k i p p e r 
Haynes said: It seemed 
like when someone got 
going, they’d get out. It 
happened a couple of 
times in our innings. 
We’ve spoken about the 
style of play we want to 
consistently produce in 
this format. So I hope just 
because it didn’t quite 
come off today, we don’t 
curb that and go back into 
our shell. 

This was Australia’s 
first loss in the tourna-
ment after they had con-
vincingly defeated hosts 
India by six wickets yes-
terday.

Brief Scores: Australia 
Women (149/8 Rachael 
Haynes 65, Alyssa Healy 
31; Jenny Gunn 3-26 ) in 
20 overs lost to England 
Women (150/2) Natalie 
Sciver 68 not out, Tamsin 
Beaumont 58 not out; 
D Kimmince 1-12) in 17 
overs by eight wickets.

of Ferrari.
The Finnish driver was 

all but matched by his 
teammate, the four-time 
world champion Sebas-
tian Vettel, who completed 
the top 5.

Local hero Daniel Ric-
ciardo was down in sev-
enth for Red Bull, behind 
the impressive Romain 
Grosjean for Haas, while 
Spain’s Fernando Alonso 
was eighth fastest.

London, March 23 (Reuters): Zlatan Ibra-
himovic says he is ready to win silverware 
with Los Angeles Galaxy after a full page 
advert in Friday’s LA Times confirmed his 
move to the MLS club from Manchester 
United.

The advert, in which Ibrahimovic was 
pictured in the white Galaxy kit, carried 
a message from the 36-year-old saying 
“Dear Los Angeles, you’re welcome”.

The Swedish striker left United on 
Thursday when the Premier League club 
agreed to terminate his contract.

“After being in Europe, winning 33 
trophies, playing in the best teams in the 
world, playing with the best players in the 
world, I wanted to come to the U.S. and 
play my game there,” Ibrahimovic said in 
an interview in the LA Times.

“I wanted people to enjoy my game 
there and to win. And I chose the Galaxy 
to do that.”

Dan Beckerman, the president of 
entertainment giant AEG, the Galaxy’s 
parent organisation, said Ibrahimovic 
would become one of the biggest stars in 
the Hollywood city.

“He’s giving up a lot to come here,” 
Beckerman told the LA Times. He’s made 
it clear he’s coming here to win champi-
onships. It’s not about the money.

“L.A. is a place for stars, and he’s going 
to be one of the brightest stars that’s ever 
played in this market. In any sport.”

Ibrahimovic, who scored 62 goals in 
116 games for Sweden and won league 
titles in Italy, the Netherlands, Spain and 
France, is reported to have accepted $3 
million over two season to play for Galaxy, 
a huge wage cut from his United salary.

After a largely frustrating time at Old 
Trafford, where he was troubled by in-
juries and limited to only seven appear-
ances this season, he said he was ready 
for action.

“I am ready to go now,” Ibrahimovic 
said. “First of all, I’m there to play football. 
I’m not there for something else. My first 
objective is to play football and do what 
I’m good at.

“I’m excited to come over and to get 
the experience with the Galaxy and to 
explore how the football is there. I want to 
be part of it and make it better.”



Andres Iniesta 

China’s Yiliu Ouyang (L) with Italy’s Matteo Marongiu (C) and India’s Vivaan Kapoor with their medals.
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Angelique Kerber, of Germany, acknowledges the crowd after 
defeating Johanna Larsson, of Sweden, during the Miami Open 
tennis tournament on Thu. March 22, in Key Biscayne, Fla.

AP/PTI

New Zealand's Kane Williamson signals his century against England during their first cricket test in 
Auckland, New Zealand on Fri. March 23. 

AP/PTI

Williamson reaches record 
ton as rain stalls dominant NZ

shooter Vivaan shines at Junior World CupStruggling Sanchez 'psychologically 
and emotionally exhausted'

Halep survives scare at Miami 
Open; Pliskova, Kerber advance

Inter school U-16 
cricket tourney day-five

Iniesta hints at Barcelona departure

UEFA punishes PSG for crowd trouble

Govt. allocates two cr. for 
T Ao sporting almanac 

Auckland, March 23 (re-
uters): Kane Williamson 
moved into sole posses-
sion of the New Zealand 
test century record on a 
rain-disrupted second 
day of the series opener 
between a dominant New 
Zealand and England on 
Friday.

Williamson, who had 
resumed on 91, stroked 
his way to an 18th test 
century before the teams 
were driven off the field 
for the first time on a day 
when a little more than 
90 minutes of play was 
completed.

Henry Nicholls was 
49 not out and wicket-
keeper BJ Watling on 17 
when the play was finally 
abandoned shortly after 
9 p.m. (0800 GMT) with 
New Zealand on 227 for 
four, a lead of 171 runs.

Despite being in a fan-
tastic position, the hosts 
would have undoubtedly 
been both bitterly disap-
pointed and frustrated at 
not being able to force the 
game on further.

They had already tak-
en a strong hold of the 
first day-night test in New 
Zealand in the opening 
90 minutes of the match 
when Trent Boult and 
Tim Southee produced a 

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  2 3 
(EMN): On day-five of 
the ongoing inter-school 
U-16 cricket tourney in 
Dimapur on Fri. March 
23, Little Star Higher Sec-
ondary School (LSHSS) 
and G. Mhaisu School 
won their respective 
matches 

In the first match Lit-
tle Star Higher Second-
ary School won the toss 
against HMC School and 
decided to field first.

Score
HMC - 29 all out in 7.2 

overs
H.Papi - Seven wick-

ets.
LSHSS - 30 for no loss
Anshuman - 17n.o
LSHSS won by 10 

wickets.
In the second match 

Pranab Vidhyapith High-
er Secondary School 
(PVHSS) won the toss 
against G.Mhaisu School 
and decided to bat first.

Score
PVHSS - 80 all out in 

16 overs.
Banti - 28, Said Kishore 

- 19 runs
Moa – Three wickets, 

Ranjan – Three wickets,
Kavito – Two wickets.
GMS - 84 for 4 in 12.3 

overs
Mastufa - 37n.o, Aboka 

- 18n.o
Diraj - Two wickets
GMS won by six wick-

ets.
Saturday’s semi-final 

matches
Zhakiesato MHSS vs 

SDJain HSS at 8 am
Delhi Public School vs 

G. Mhaisu school at 12 pm
In Kohima, Chand-

mari Higher Secondary 
School (CHSS) won the 
toss against Government 
High School, Chandmari 
and decided to bat first.

Score
CHSS - 161 for 4 in 20 

overs.
Neiphute - 54n.o, La-

nutoshi - 26, Pawan - 17 
runs.

Sonu – Two wickets
GHS Chandmari - 126 

all out in 19.4 overs.
Sujiv - 37, Nocktick – 

19 and Aumongba - 19 
runs

Azad – Three wickets, 
Lanutoshi – Three wickets 

CHSS won by 35 runs.

Madrid, March 23 (IANS): 
FC Barcelona's Spain-
ish star Andres Iniesta 
has hinted that he might 
leave the club at the end 
of the season to end his 
career outside Europe.

The midfielder, who 
will be 34 years old in 
May, only recently agreed 
a contract for life at the 
club. But there are grow-
ing rumors that he could 
be on the verge of leaving 
and accepting a move to 
China at the end of the 
campaign, reports Xin-
hua news agency.

Speaking on Spanish 
radio, Iniesta gave his 
clearest indication yet 

London, March 23 (AFp): Alexis San-
chez has admitted to being mentally 
exhausted after a rough start to his career 
at Manchester United.

"I know you are tired. I know you are 
psychologically and emotionally exhaust-
ed. But you have to smile and 
continue," Sanchez posted 
in Spanish on Instagram 
below a photo that showed 
him with a huge grin as he 
trained with Chile in Stock-
holm ahead of friendly with 
Sweden on Saturday.

Sanchez told re-
porters earlier in the 
week he had ini-
tially asked to 
skip friendlies 
with Sweden 
and Denmark 
on Tuesday 
before re-
versing his 
decision.

T h e 
2 9 - y e a r -
old joined 
U n i t e d 
from Arsenal 
in January on a 
reported salary of 
£500,000 ($695,000) 

a week to become the top paid player in 
Premier League history.

He became one of the fall guys as 
United were dumped out of the Cham-
pions League by Sevilla last 16 last week 
and was dropped by United manager Jose 

Mourinho for an FA Cup quarter-final 
win over Brighton four days later.

Sanchez has scored just once 
in his first 10 games for United.

"It was a bit rough for me 
because it's the first time 

I've changed a team in 
January," said San-

chez, who added 
he had "expect-
ed something 
better" from 
himself during 

his first months 
under Mourinho.
Chile have not qualified for 

the World Cup in Russia, so San-
chez should get a prolonged sum-
mer break for the first time in five 
years.

Sanchez was a key member of 
the Chile team that won the Copa 
America back-to-back in 2015 
and 2016, as well as the side that 
reached the last 16 at the 2014 
World Cup and the 2017 Confed-
erations Cup final.

Sydney, March 23 (IANS): 
India's Vivaan Kapoor 
bagged the bronze in the 
men's Trap event at the 
International Shooting 
Sport Federation (ISSF) 
Junior World Cup here on 
Friday.

The 16-year-old shot 
30 birds in the six-man 
final to come away with 
a podium finish after 40 
shots of the 45-shot final. 

Italy's Matteo Maron-
giu won the individual 
gold in the event, getting 
the better of China's Yiliu 
Ouyang in a shoot-off 
after both were tied at 39 
hits a piece at the end of 
the final round.

Yiliu missed the sec-
ond bird in the shoot-off.

Vivaan added a sec-
ond medal later in the 
day, winning the team 
bronze in the event along 
with compatriots Lak-
shay Sheoran and Ali 
Aman Elahi.

Vivaan, Lakshay and 
Ali compiled a collec-
tive score of 328 to finish 
behind silver medalists 
Australia (331) and gold 
medalists China (335) in 

Miami, March 23 (IANS): 
Romanian world No. 1 
and top seed Simona Ha-
lep had to battle for just 
over two hours but finally 
pulled out a hard-fought 
3-6, 6-3, 7-5 victory over 
Frenchwoman Oceane 
Dodin to advance to the 
third round of the Miami 
Open.

A 6-foot (1.83-meter) 
tall, clean ball-striker 
in the mould of Ma-
ria Sharapova, Dodin 
won the first set on the 
strength of her big first 
serve and flat and deep 
ground strokes off both 
sides, a performance that 
belied her No. 98 ranking 
on Thursday, reports Efe.

In the second set, 
the Romanian used her 
defensive prowess and 
consistency to jump out 
to an early lead but then 
allowed Dodin to get back 
on serve at 4-3 when she 
sailed a forehand over the 
baseline on break point.

The world No. 1 re-
covered though to take 
the final two games of the 
set, sending the match to 
a decider with an ace on 

swing bowling onslaught 
to dismiss the visitors for 
a measly 58 runs.

Williamson then dom-
inated New Zealand’s re-
ply, showcasing all of the 
talents that have driven 
him into the record books 
at a faster rate than former 
captain Martin Crowe and 
current team mate Ross 

Taylor, who are locked on 
17 centuries.

After his team re-
sumed on 175-3,  he 
opened his account with 
minimal effort when 
he drove Stuart Broad 
straight down the ground 
to the long-on boundary 
to move to 95.

He took his time to 

reel off the next four runs 
before he brought up the 
milestone with a charac-
teristic late dab through 
gully for a single.

While he raised his 
bat and took off his hel-
met to acknowledge ap-
plause from the Eden 
Park crowd, there was 
typically little in the way 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 23 (EMN): The Naga-
land government has earmarked funds 
amounting to INR two cr. to com-
memorate the centenary year of Naga 
footballer Dr. Talimeren Ao, India’s first 
and only Olympic football captain.

Presenting the budget for the fis-
cal 2018-2019, Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio announced that another INR 2 cr. 
has also been earmarked for the sports 
events this year.

As part of Dr. T. Ao centenary cel-
ebration, the state govt. will be coming 
up with a year-round calendar of sport-
ing activities. It will include coaching 
camps for youngsters involving foreign 
coaches, exposure events for budding 
footballers and also to conduct tourna-
ments.

In memory of the legendary foot-
baller, Rio announced that a state-of-art 
T. Ao Regional Football Academy will 
be established in Nagaland, while T 
Ao Sports Awards will also be restored 
from this year onwards so as to reward 
and recognize the achievements of our 
sportspersons, coaches and adminis-
trators who have given yeoman service 
to the state. 

Stating that promotion of games 
and sports will be one of the thrust ar-
eas of the People’s Democratic Alliance 
(PDA) government, Rio said his govt. 
will come up with a new “Nagaland 
Sports Policy” which will be formulated 
by engaging all sections and stakehold-
ers including inputs from professionals, 
international sportspersons and experi-
enced sports administrators.

 “We have to plan a strategy where 

sports become an industry that pro-
vides gainful employment inside and 
outside the competitive arenas.

Our aim is to make Nagaland a hub 
of sporting activities where national 
and international level sporting events 
are held regularly and we produce 
sportspersons of international calibre,” 
Rio said.

The CM was also of the opinion that 
the State must conduct more events 
and competitions in a specialized man-
ner and the Olympic movement will 
streamlined into a full time professional 
centric approach. To this, he drew the 
attention of all concerned stakehold-
ers that Naga youth have tremendous 
talent in games and sports, adding that 
the govt. will have to take up all possible 
measures to provide opportunities, 
avenues and open up vistas for them to 
achieve success at the highest level of 
competitions.

 “We will empower the sports asso-
ciation and federations and at the same 
time make them responsible by bring-
ing them under a monitoring mecha-
nism under the Olympic Association. 
We want our youth and sportspersons 
to be positive ambassadors of the Naga 
people.

Rio also announced that the Horn-
bill International motor rally will be 
restored and that Nagaland will host a 
national level Nagaland Cross Country 
under the aegis of the Athletic Federa-
tion of India.

CM Rio further announced that 
the govt. will take steps for introducing 
Nagaland leagues in selected prioritised 
disciplines.

of exuberant chest beat-
ing.

Ra i n  t h e n  f o rc e d 
them from the field for 
the first time about three 
minutes later.

T h e  2 7 - y e a r- o l d , 
however, was unable to 
kick on, with England 
taking the second new 
ball shortly after they 
returned and Jimmy An-
derson trapped him in 
front for 102.

Nicholls and Watling 
then continued to build 
a huge advantage as they 
sought to capitalise on 
the home side’s superb 
bowling display from the 
first day.

Rain, however, forced 
them off after about an 
hour’s play in the middle 
session and while the 
umpires had expected to 
resume under lights at 7 
p.m., another downpour 
arrived just as the players 
were emerging from the 
changing rooms.

Two further pitch in-
spections were taken by 
umpires Paul Reiffel and 
Bruce Oxenford, who 
decided the outfield con-
ditions were too wet to 
resume.

Rain is forecast for 
each of the remaining 
three days.

the team section.
In  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l 

event, Vivaan shot 113 in 
qualification to qualify 
as the fifth finalist after 
coming second best to the 
Chinese 4-3 in a shoot-
off to determine minor 
places.

He then shot 26 out of 
the first 35 birds to edge 
out Chinese Taipei's Kun-
Pi Yang who also had the 
same number of hits but 
Vivaan had qualified in 
a higher position for the 
final, which ensured his 
first Junior World Cup 

medal.
India had another fi-

nalist on the day with Sam 
George Sajan Christo-
pher Ramesh in the Ju-
nior Men's 50m Rifle 3 
Postiions, shooting 1140 
in qualifying to eventu-
ally finish sixth in the final 

with a score of 402.5.
India  have  so  far 

claimed two gold and 
three bronze medals in 
the competition and are 
placed second behind 
China, who have collected 
five gold, one silver and 
three bronze.

set point.
Neither player was 

able to control her ser-
vice games in the third 
set, with Dodin taking 
service-break leads at 3-1 
and 4-2 only to get broken 
back each time.

The Frenchwoman 
finally held serve in the 
ninth game, in which 
she won the point of the 
match on a brutal base-
line rally in which both 
players retrieved shots 
sideline to sideline.

But Halep's superior 
fitness started to show 

and was clearly evident 
as she won the last three 
games of  the match 
to book a third-round 
match-up against Po-
land's Agnieszka Rad-
wanska.

In other action on 
Thursday involving high-
ranked women's singles 
players,  f ifth-seeded 
Czech Karolina Pliskova 
won a close battle over 
Russian Ekaterina Ma-
karova 7-5, 7-5 and 10th-
seeded Angelique Kerber 
routed Sweden's Johanna 
Larsson 6-2, 6-2.

that he may leave the club 
he joined 21 years ago.

"I haven't decided 100 
percent if I am going to 
stay or not," said Iniesta, 
adding that if he stayed, 
"it will be because I can 

perform at 200 percent."
"If I leave, it will be 

because I can't give the 
200 percent that the club 
deserve from me. That's 
the doubt I have," he 
said.

Madrid, March 23 (IANS): 
The UEFA's disciplinary 
body has sanctioned and 
fined France's Paris Saint-
Germain (PSG) football 
club for incidents that 
took place during the 
Champions League game 
on March 6.

UEFA, the governing 
body for European foot-
ball, ordered the closure 
of the northern stands 
of PSG's stadium in their 

next European match and 
imposed a fine of 43,000 
euros (about $53,000) on 
the club on Thursday, re-
ports Efe news agency.

The body had opened 
disciplinary proceedings 
against PSG due to the 
behaviour of fans in the 
stands at the Parc des 
Princes Stadium during a 
Champions League round 
of 16 clash with Real Ma-
drid.

The club violated sev-
eral regulations by failing 
to stop fans from setting 
off flares and flashing laser 
pointers during the match 
and by not keeping the 
stairways clear, UEFA said.

The body had previ-
ously fined PSG 40,000 
euros (about $50,000) after 
their fans lit flares during a 
Champions League group 
stage match against Bay-
ern Munich.


