
Himanta Biswas Sarma and Neiphiu Rio addressing reporters on Mar. 5 in Kohima.
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Some of the protestors in Peren town on Mar. 5. 
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Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Mar. 5 (EMN): 
Laying widespread specu-
lations to rest, the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) has 
on Mon. reaffirmed alle-
giance to its pre-poll alli-
ance with the Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) and has 
dismissed the possibility 
of extending support to 
former ally the Naga Peo-
ple’s Front (NPF) in form-
ing a new government of 
Nagaland.

BJP leader and Assam’s 
Finance minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma who met with 
the NDPP's chief ministe-
rial candidate Neiphiu Rio 
in Kohima on Mon. to dis-
cuss the new government 
made it clear that the BJP 
was no longer in alliance 
with the NPF.

“Today I can official-
ly say that we no longer 
have any truck with the 
NPF, there is no question 
of going back to NPF on 
forming of government,” 
Sarma told reporters after 
the meeting. He said that 
the BJP had decided to 
go with the NDPP and 
had contested the assem-
bly election together to 
which the people gave 

them mandate. 
“BJP cannot go back to 

NPF because we cannot 
betray the mandate of the 
people,” he said. 

Evidently aware of 
news reports quoting 
Chief Minister TR Zeliang 
of being hopeful that the 
NPF and BJP would restore 
their 15 years old alliance, 
the BJP leader said he had 
made the party’s position 
clear to Zeliang. Sarma 
hoped that the chief min-
ister being a senior leader 
of ‘this region,’ would re-
spect constitutional prop-
erty and resign. 

“We have advised Mr. 
TR Zeliang that in respect-
ing the best democratic 
norms, he should resign 
forthwith, because NDPP 
and BJP as a pre-poll alli-
ance, we have the major-
ity and we have also the 
support from our alliance 
partners like the JD (U) 
and NPP (Nationalist Peo-
ple's party). In that con-
text, Mr. Zeliang as a senior 
leader of northeast and he 
had been chief minister 
for four years, so we want 
that democratic norms 
should be respected,” Sar-
ma stated. Refusing to re-
sign even after the verdict 
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It is easier to prevent 
bad habits than to 
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~ Benjamin Franklin
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would turn democracy 
into dictatorship, the BJP 
leader said. 

He mentioned that 
the BJP's national general 
secretary, Ram Madhav, 
had spoken to Zeliang on 
the same lines. “Politics 
goes on signals and we are 
sending enough signals to 
Zeliang that, ‘Look, at this 
stage we cannot be friends 
with NPF,’” said Sarma. 

When asked if the BJP 

central leaders would be 
meeting Zeliang, Sarma 
replied in the negative 
saying that it would be 
improper at this juncture 
because that would send 
a ‘wrong signal’ to the peo-
ple of Nagaland. He said 
that the central leaders 
won't refuse meeting ‘a 
former chief minister’ but 
if they meet with anyone 
from another party during 
the next two days specula-

tions will rise and would 
create confusion.

When queried wheth-
er the BJP’s decision to 
part ways with the NPF in 
Nagaland would impact 
their alliance in Manipur, 
the BJP leader said that 
the Manipur NPF was a 
'differently' registered 
party. “When NPF under 
Shürhozelie Liezietsu sev-
ered ties with BJP in Na-
galand last year, it has not 

affected the government 
in Manipur,” he reminded 
and remarked that the 
party’s stated position was 
that it would continue to 
have alliance with the Ma-
nipur NPF. 

“But in anyway, Ma-
nipur government stabil-
ity is not at stake because 
we have a huge majority 
there,” Sarma added. 

On the NPP’s support 
to NDPP-BJP, he said one 

Dimapur, Mar. 5 (EMN): The Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) has taken 
umbrage to news reports in the 
electronic and the print media 
about Chief Minister TR Zeliang’s 
refusal to step down. 

The NPF party issued a press 
release on Mon. stating ‘news 
headlines appearing in print and 
electronic media erroneously 
or maliciously portraying Naga-
land Chief Minister TR Zeliang 
as desperately clinging on to the 
chair and refusing to resign has 
projected him in a very poor light.’ 

The question of the chief min-
ister resigning, according to the 
NPF, does not arise because efforts 
were on to stitch the requisite 
numbers to form the government. 

The governor of Nagaland has al-
located 48 hours for it, it stated. 

“Technically, before a new 
chief minister is sworn in the 
incumbent chief minister can 
continue as the caretaker. Incor-
rect and malicious news reporting 
should be avoided at all cost,” the 
NPF's statement read. 

On strict count, the present 
government’s tenure should come 
to an end on Mar. 5. Exactly five 
years ago, the current dispensa-
tion–though with Neipihu Rio as 
chief minister–was sworn in. 

According to the guidelines 
of the Election Commission of 
India, a new government should 
be installed before the end of the 
old tenure.  

Dimapur, Mar. 5 (EMN): After 
scoring 12 seats out of 20 in the 
recently concluded Nagaland as-
sembly elections, the Nagaland 
unit of the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) has appointed Y Patton as 
the leader of the BJP Legislature 
Party for the state. 

The decision was taken dur-
ing a meeting of the party’s newly 
elected legislators with its newly 
elected central observers: Union 
minister for Health JP Nadda, Fi-
nance minister of Assam Hemanta 
Biswa Sarma , BJP General Secre-
tary (national) Arun Singh, and 
Ajay Jamwal, the secretary of the 
BJP organisation in the Northeast. 
The meeting was held at the Hotel 
Saramati in Dimapur on Mar. 5. 

According to a press release 

from the BJP, the party’s central 
observers led by Nadda and Singh 
and Patton too will lead the BJP 
legislators to a meeting with the 
governor of Nagaland on Mar. 6 at 
the Raj Bhavan in Kohima. 

They will be submitting to the 
governor a letter of support in 
favour of the NDPP-BJP alliance 
under the leadership of Neiphiu 
Rio ‘as the chief ministerial candi-
date’ to form the next government 
in Nagaland under the banner of 
People’s Democratic Alliance.  

After the meeting TV news 
channels had broadcast clips of 
Patton saying that he was going to 
be the next deputy chief minister of 
Nagaland. Also, he confirmed that 
the BJP had decided to form the  
state's government with the NDPP. 

Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh 
and BJP President Amit Shah are likely 
arrive in Meghalaya on Tuesday to 

participate in the swearing-in ceremony of the 
National People's Party (NPP)-led government 
in the state, Assam BJP leaders said on Monday.

"Both leaders are to arrive here on Monday 
and spent the night. They would leave for Shil-
long on Tuesday," the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) leaders said here on Monday evening.

Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonow-
al, Health and Education Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma and Assam BJP president Ranjit 
Dass are likely to receive Rajnath Singh and 
Shah at the Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi In-
ternational airport near Guwahati.

NPP chief and son of former Lok Sabha 
Speaker Late P.A. Sangam, Conrad Sangma, 

is likely to be sworn-in as the Chief Minister 
of the non-Congress government on Tuesday.

The NPP managed to win 19 seats in the 
polls and got the support of 15 more legislators 
-- including six from the United Democratic 
Party (UDP), four from People's Democratic 
Party (PDP), two from BJP and one Independ-
ent legislator -- taking the strength of the com-
bined alliance to 32 in the 60-member House.

Another regional political party, Hill State 
Peoples' Democratic Party (HSPDP), had 
on Sunday announced support to Conrad 
Sangma-led NPP government, but the HSPDP 
on Monday expressed its unwillingness to be-
come part of a government with the BJP.

But the alliance still has 32 legislators re-
quired to form the government.

IANS
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Dimapur, Mar. 5 (EMN): A woman 
was killed in a road mishap that took 
place between Peren and Jalukie town 
on Mar. 5 in Peren district. Reports 
said that the victim, identified as one 
Haiheule, succumbed to injury. 

She was said to be a mother of two 
children and a resident of Jalukie town. 
According to reports, she had partici-
pated in the protest rally that was held 
at Peren town on Mon. to demand 
re-polling at certain polling stations 
of 7th Peren assembly constituency.

Sources attributed the cause of 
accident to mechanical failure. It was 
informed that another person was 
injured in the accident.

Meanwhile, it was also informed 
that supporters of a certain political 
party had vandalised the lone gov-
ernment hospital in Jalukie town on 
finding that medical personnel were 
absent from the hospital.

It was reported that the supporters 
resorted to vandalising the hospital 
on finding the out that the medical 
personnel were absent from work 
when they brought the victims of the 
accident for treatment.

The magnitude of damage could 
not be assessed till the filing of this 
report.

Dimapur, Mar. 5 (EMN): 
Even as Chief Minister TR 
Zeliang left for Delhi in 
an attempt to persuade 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) leadership to form 
the government in Na-
galand, elsewhere in his 
home constituency i.e., 
Peren district, people were 
protesting the alleged ma-
nipulation of electronic 
voting machines (EVM) by 
Zeliang's supporters.

According a press re-
lease that was received 
here on Mon., the youth 
wing of Peren region's Na-
tionalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party (NDPP) and 
the 7th Peren assembly 
constituency submitted 

Shillong, Mar.  5 (PTI): NPP 
president Conrad Sangma to-
day said he has been invited 
by Meghalaya Governor Ganga 
Prasad to form the government 
in the state.

The swearing-in of the min-
isters would take place at 10.30 
am tomorrow, he said.

“The governor has invited 
me to form the government as 
I have the numbers,” Sangma 
said.

Confirming this, a Raj Bha-
van official said the governor 
invited Conrad Sangma to form 
the government as he had the 
support of 34 MLAs.

Sangma met the governor 
last evening and staked claim 
to form the government with 
the support of 34 MLAs in the 

60-member Assembly.
After the meeting, he had 

said, “We met the governor and 
submitted a letter of support 
from 34 MLAs -- 19 of the NPP, 
six of the United Democratic 
Party (UDP), four of the People’s 
Democratic Front (PDF), two 
each of the Hill State People’s 
Democratic Party (HSPDP) and 
the BJP and an Independent.” 

Meghalaya threw up a frac-
tured mandate on Saturday with 
the Congress emerging as the 
largest party, marginally ahead 
of its rival, the National Peoples 
Party (NPP), an ally of the BJP at 
the Centre and in Manipur.

The Congress, which has 
been in power in the state for the 
last 10 years, won 21 seats out 
the 59 that went to polls on Feb-

ruary 27. The figure is 10 short of 
a simple majority.

The party had staked claim 
to form the government in the 
state at a meeting with the gov-
ernor, officials and party leaders 
said.

A delegation of three central 
leaders of the Congress -- Kamal 
Nath, Ahmed Patel and C P 
Joshi had met the governor on 
Saturday.

Conrad Sangma (40) is the 
youngest son of former Lok 
Sabha speaker P A Sangma, who 
died in 2016. He was elected a 
Member of Parliament in a by-
election from Tura constituency 
after his fathers death. 

Sangma also met Regional 
Democratic Alliance chairman 
Donkupar Roy at his residence.

of the two NPP elected 
members had already ex-
pressed support. One of 
the conclusions that was 
arrived at during the day’s 
meeting with the NDPP 
leaders where BJP gen-
eral secretary in charge 
of northeast Ajay Jamwal 
was also present, was that 
the NDPP, in the larger 
context, would become 
a member of the North 
East Democratic Alliance 
(NEDA) and the Nation-
al Democratic Alliance 
(NDA), Sarma said. 

In regard to the NPP 
supporting the NDPP-BJP 
alliance, he said to be in 
touch with the NPP's na-
tional president Conrad 
Sangma. Sarma was opti-
mistic that the latter would 
‘definitely support’ the 
new formation in Naga-
land as both the NDPP and 
the NPP were members of 
the NEDA now. 

When queried whether 
the Naga political issue 
would be resolved dur-
ing the new government’s 
tenure, Sarma pointed 
out that the Prime Min-
ister Modi had made it 
clear during his visit to 
Nagaland that the national 
government’s agenda is 

to resolve the Naga po-
litical issue. With Rio at 
the helms of affairs in the 
state and Prime Minister 
Modi at Delhi, he said that 
a stable government can 
be assured. Only when 
there is a stable govern-
ment, he said, challenges 
can be met.

During the meeting 
the BJP and the NDPP 
leaders were said to have 
discussed the ratio of rep-
resentation in the new 
ministry, how they would 
ensure stability; finaliza-
tion of an alliance with the 
JD (U) and others under 
the nomenclature People’s 
Democratic Alliance.

Other highlights of 
the meeting were not di-
vulged. 

“The details of our 
agreement that has been 
sealed, we will not be able 
to disclose at this moment. 
Let the shape take place 
and then you will come to 
know in a day or two,” said 
Neiphiu Rio.

Sources confirmed 
that the BJP has been allot-
ed six cabinet seats includ-
ing that of deputy chief 
minister. The swearing-in 
ceremony will be held on 
Mar. 8, it was informed. 

a memorandum to the 
Peren district administra-
tion after the public rally. 

They expressed confi-
dence that the EVMs at 7th 
Peren assembly constitu-
ency were manipulated by 
Naga People's Front (NPF) 
members; it claimed ‘clear 
evidence that there is a 
vote difference of 1224 
votes in the total votes cast 
and total votes counted.’ 

“...and the control unit 
of EVM for polling station 
no. 7/44, 7/45, 7/53 was 

contradictory to the EVM 
randomization data issued 
by the returning officer 
and the polling officer on 
the polling day. The polling 
agents / election agents 
of NDPP were not invited 
for the mock poll by the 
presiding officer nor the 
mock poll certificate were 
issued to the agents except 
for 7/36. Thus, election is 
null and void as it cannot 
be authenticated by the 
polling party as per the 
guidelines of the election 

ures and take stern disciplinary action 
against such officers. The 7 Peren A/C 
NDPP party will not accept the result 
hence, we demand for re-poll in 7 Peren 
A/C,” the memorandum read. 

rules.
“That during the seal-

ing of the strong room, the 
NDPP agents were neither 
informed nor invited. Like-
wise, even when strong 
room was opened, NDPP 
agents were kept at the 
dark which amounts to 
violation of fair conduct of 
election,” it read.

It also accused the 
“NPF partymen” of dis-
tributing ‘unaccounted 
cash’ in many villages to 
purchase voters, and ‘dis-
tributing cars to individu-
als and even to churches in 
exchange of votes.’ 

“It  is  evident that 
cheques were also issued 
to individuals in order to 
gain votes in favour of their 
candidate. Such malprac-
tices are clearly not the 
means of free and fair elec-
tion and it is against the 
election code of conduct. It 
is also evident that person-
nel/government officials 
recruited and deputed 
for election duty as mas-
ter trainers, trainers, ob-
servers, blos or counting 
officials and supervisors 
etc, were actively involved 
hand in glove with NPF 
party in scheming and 
conspiring in conducting 
the whole process of elec-
tion up till declaration of 
results. 

“Hence, we strongly 
demand remedial meas-
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BJP-RSS trying to start a riot in Bengal — Mamata

RJD chief Lalu Prasads daughter Misa Bharti leaves the Patiala house courts after getting bail in a money 
laundering case, in New Delhi on Monday. 

PNB scam case accused after being produced in a special CBI in Mumbai 
on Monday. The court sent all accused to judicial custody till March 19.

Kolkata, Mar. 5 (IANS): West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee on 
Monday accused the BJP and the 
RSS of trying to inflict a communal 
riot upon the state by secretly throw-
ing meat in religious places.

She urged the police to form 
community development commit-
tees in every locality to catch the 
offenders and to engage the local 
people in keeping an eye on such 
incidents.

“They have started a new con-
spiracy recently. They are giving 
money to some people and asking 
them to throw meat in temples and 

mosques. This is a conspiracy, a de-
liberate attempt to inflict a commu-
nal riot by the Bharatiya Janata Party 
and the RSS (Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh),” Banerjee said during an 
administrative meeting in Jhargram.

“They are doing this to start riot 
between the two communities. I 
am sure they would try the same 
trick during Ram Navami. I do not 
need to see who is Hindu and who is 
Muslim. I am in favour of everyone. 
An offender is an offender.”

Banerjee said she has instructed 
the inspectors in-charge in all police 
stations to be alert.

“We have seen this happening in 
two places in the North 24 Parganas 
district in quick succession. Some 
BJP-RSS activists were arrested in 
the incident in Habra. That’s why I 
am taking their name. If Trinamool 
Congress activists had been arrested, 
I would have mentioned them as 
well,” said the Trinamool Congress 
supremo.

“Involve the local public. If some-
one catches such offenders, award 
him or her with a prize money of Rs 
1,000. I will provide jobs to some and 
money to others if they successfully 
intercept such offenders.”

New Delhi/Mumbai, Mar. 5 
(IANS):  The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) on Monday said 
it questioned a General Manager 
of the Treasury Division of Punjab 
National Bank (PNB) in connec-
tion with its ongoing probe into 
INR 12,600-crore bank fraud case 
involving diamond jeweller Nirav 
Modi and his uncle Mehul Choksi 
of Gitanjali Group.

“The agency officials today 
(Monday) questioned SK Chand, 
who is a GM of the bank, in con-
nection with the case,” a CBI of-
ficial said here.

The official also informed that 
a court in Mumbai sent four ac-
cused arrested on Sunday to the 
agency’s custody till March 17.

Two of the four arrested ac-
cused are from Nirav Modi’s firm, 
one is an auditor and one an em-
ployee of the Gitanjali Group.

The CBI arrested Manish K. 

Bosamiya, then AGM (Opera-
tion), and Miten Anil Pandya, 
then Finance Manager -- both of 
Firestarter International Ltd of 
Nirav Modi, for their alleged role in 
preparation of applications for the 
fraudulent Letters of Undertaking 
(LoUs) submitted to the PNB.

The third arrested person -- 
Sanjay Rambhia, a partner in 
CA firm Sampat and Mehta of 
Mumbai -- was an internal audi-
tor of Nirav Modi’s companies, 
while the fourth -- Aniyath Shiv 
Raman Nair -- was then Director 
of Gili India Ltd.  According to CBI 
officials, it was alleged that Nair, 
besides being one of the directors 
of the Gitanjali Group was also 
the authorised signatory for the 
applications made to the PNB for 
issuance of purported LoUs and 
letters of credit.

The CBI has to date arrested 18 
persons in the case so far. 

New Delhi, Mar. 5 (PTI):  
The CBI today ques-
tioned a general man-
ager of Punjab National 
Bank, who handles the 
treasury section, in con-
nection with the alleged 
Rs 12,636-crore fraud 
perpetrated by billion-
aire jeweller Nirav Modi 
and his uncle Mehul 
Choksi, officials said.

T h e  q u e s t i o n i n g 
came a day after the CBI 
arrested four people -- 
two employees and an 
auditor of Nirav Modi’s 
group of  companies, 
and a director of Gitan-
jali Group of Compa-
nies.

“PNB General Man-
a g e r  ( Tre a s u r y )  S  K 
Chand is being ques-
tioned by the CBI in the 
bank fraud case,” an 
agency official said.

It  i s  a l l e g e d  t h a t 
Choksi and Modi got 
Letters of Undertakings 
(LoUs) and Foreign Let-
ters of Credit (FLCs) of Rs 
12,636 crore issued in fa-
vour of foreign branches 
of Indian banks based on 
fraudulent claims.

The accused officials 
of PNB did not enter the 
instructions for these 
LoUs and in their in-
ternal software to avoid 
scrutiny. 

T h e y  w e r e  s e n t 

through an international 
messaging system for 
banking called SWIFT, 
which is used to pass 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  a m o n g 
banks globally to trans-
fer funds.

An LoU is a guarantee 
which is given by an issu-
ing bank to Indian banks 
having branches abroad 
to grant short-term cred-
it to the applicant.

In case of default, the 
bank issuing the LoU has 
to pay the liability to the 
credit giving bank along 
with accruing interest.

The PNB officials al-
legedly sent these mes-
sages to Indian banks 
-- Canara Bank, State 
Bank of India, Bank of 
India, Axis Bank, Alla-
habad Bank -- located 
in Antwerp, Hong Kong, 
B a h r a i n ,  M a u r i t i u s , 
Frankfurt without mak-
ing entries in the bank-
ing software about the 
LoUs.

Upon receiving the 
messages from PNB un-
der SWIFT, the banks 
abroad transferred these 
amounts into Nostro ac-
count of PNB with them.

Nostro account is 
an account that a bank 
holds in a foreign cur-
rency in another bank to 
enable foreign trade by 
its clients.

N e w  D e l h i ,  M a r.  5 
(IANS): RJD chief Lalu 
Prasad’s daughter Misa 
Bharti and her husband 
Shailesh Kumar were 
given bail on Monday by 
a CBI court in an alleged 
Rs 8,000 crore money 
laundering case.

T h e  c o u p l e  w a s , 
however, barred from 
leaving the country till 
further orders after a 
Special CBI Judge re-
jected the Enforcement 
Directorate’s objections 
on giving them bail.

Bharti, a Rashtriya 
Janata Dal (RJD) MP, and 
her husband appeared 
before the court after 
they were asked to do so.

On December 23 last 
year, the ED filed third 
c h a r g e s h e e t  a g a i n s t 
Bharti’s chartered ac-
countant, her husband 
and others under the 
Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act in the 
Rs 8,000 crore money 
laundering case.

The ED, in July last 
year, had filed a sup-

plementary chargesheet 
against Bharti’s char-
tered accountant Rajesh 
Agrawal in connection 
with the case in which 
t h e  a g e n c y  n a m e d 
around 35 accused, in-
cluding brothers Viren-
dra Jain and Surender 
Kumar Jain.

Agrawal was accused 
o f  c o n v e r t i n g  b l a c k 
money into legal sourc-
es of income through 
dubious transactions 
with the help of the Jain 
brothers.

New Delhi, Mar. 5 (IANS): 
The Enforcement Di-
rectorate on Thursday 
attached 41 properties 
of Mehul Choksi of the 
Gitanjali Group, worth 
INR 1,217 crore, in con-
nection with an ongoing 
probe into the INR 12,600 
crore Punjab National 
Bank fraud case.

An ED official told 
IANS: “At least 41 proper-
ties worth INR  1217.20 
crore of Choksi and com-
panies controlled by him 
has been attached.”

The attached prop-
erties include 15 flats 
and 17 office premises 
in Mumbai, Hyderabad 
Gems SEZ in Andhra 
Pradesh, Shopping Mall 
in Kolkata, farm house in 
Alibaug and 231 acres of 
land in Maharashtra and 
Tamil Nadu.

On Wednesday, a Blue 
Corner notice was issued 
against Nirav Modi and 
his uncle Choksi in con-
nection with the PNB 
fraud case, an official said

A Blue Corner notice 
is issued to locate, iden-
tify or obtain information 
on a person of interest in 
a criminal investigation. 

It was issued by the 
Bureau of Immigration 
against the two. The no-
tice will be valid for a year 
starting February 22 at all 
ports of embarkation.

The IT Department 
had attached four more 
properties of the Nirav 

Modi group which in-
cluded his farm house in 
Alibaug worth Rs 13 crore 
and a 5.24MW solar pow-
er plant over 135 acres 
of land in Ahmednagar 
worth Rs 70 crore, as per 
the books. Both proper-
ties were in Maharashtra. 

The Income Tax De-
partment have attached 
34 more bank accounts 
and fixed deposits of the 
Gitanjali Group having a 
balance of INR 1.45 crore.

Choksi along with 
Modi have been accused 
of defrauding the PNB of 
INR 12,600 crore, with 
INR 1,300 crore being 
added to the fraud kitty 
on Monday night.

Earlier, the amount 
stated to have been de-
frauded by Modi and 
C h o k s i ’s  c o m p a n i e s 
stood at INR 11,300 crore.

The CBI had fi led 
the first FIR in the scam 
on Feb. 14 against Nirav 
Mo d i ,  h i s  w i f e  A m i , 
brother Nishal, uncle 
Choksi and his firms Dia-
mond R US, Solar Exports 
and Stellar Diamond. 

The agency stated 
that the fraud involved 
an amount of around INR 
6,400 crore.

Modi, his family and 
Choksi left the country in 
early January.

The CBI filed a sec-
ond FIR on Feb. 15 for 
INR 4,886.72-crore fraud 
against Choksi’s Gitanjali 
Group.  

New Delhi, March 5 (IANS): 
China has been building heli-
pads and trenches in Doklam 
but these are not a threat to 
India, Union Defence Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman said on 
Monday.

She said that China has 
been undertaking these con-
struction activities to maintain 
its troops during the winter 
and that the troop strengths of 
both sides have been reduced 
after the two-and-half-month-

long stand-off that ended in 
August 2017.

“Post disengagement from 
the face-off in 2017, troops 
of both the sides have re-de-
ployed themselves away from 
their respective positions at 
the face-off site. The strengths 
of both the sides have been 
reduced,” Sitharaman told the 
Rajya Sabha in a written reply.

“In order to maintain these 
troops during the winter, the 
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) 

has undertaken construction 
of some infrastructure, includ-
ing sentry posts, trenches and 
helipads,” she added.

She said the Indian govern-
ment regularly takes up the 
issues pertaining to the Line of 
Actual Control (LAC) with the 
Chinese side through estab-
lished mechanisms, including 
Border Personnel Meetings, 
Flag Meetings, meetings of 
Working Mechanism for Con-
sultation and Coordination 

on India-China Border Affairs, 
as well as through diplomatic 
channels.

In a separate reply, Minister 
of State for Defence Subhash 
Bhamre told the Upper House 
of Parliament that “situations 
arise on the ground” with PLA 
due to the varying perceptions 
of LAC by the two sides.

“There is no commonly de-
lineated Line of Actual Control 
(LAC) in the border areas be-
tween India and China. From 

time to time, on account of 
differences in the perception 
of LAC, situations have aris-
en on the ground that could 
have been avoided if we had a 
common perception of LAC,” 
Bhamre said.

He added that India “con-
sistently maintains” peace 
and tranquillity on the India-
China border, an “important 
pre-requisite” for the smooth 
development of bilateral rela-
tions.

New Delhi, Mar. 5 (IANS): Paki-
stan has violated the ceasefire 
agreement along the Line of 
Control (LoC) in Jammu and 
Kashmir as many as 351 times 
since January 1 this year, the 
government said on Monday.

Of these, 209 cases occurred 
in January while 142 instances 
were noted since February 21, 
Minister of State for Defence 
Subhash Bhamre told the Rajya 
Sabha in a written reply.

“Appropriate response to 
these ceasefire violations has 
been carried out wherever nec-
essary. During ceasefire viola-
tions, the inhabitants of border 
villages, which are vulnerable to 

shelling and firing, are shifted to 
safer locations to prevent any 
loss of life. All arrangements 
are made to shift them to safer 
locations,” the Minister said in 
his reply.

He added that the defences 
along the border are “periodi-
cally fortified” and made “more 
robust and resilient” through 
continuous improvements to 
withstand the attacks.

The opposition has been 
critical of the Narendra Modi 
government for its failure to 
contain Pakistan in order to 
check ceasefire violations and 
terrorist intrusions from across 
the border that have resulted in 

considerable loss of life includ-
ing that of security personnels 
in the last few years.

In 2017, a total of 860 in-
stances of ceasefire violations 
by Pakistan occurred in which 
15 Army personnel lost their 
lives while 58 were injured. 
Also, four Border Security Force 
(BSF) personnel were killed 
and 14 were injured, according 
to the information provided by 
the government to the upper 
House.

In these cross-border firings, 
12 civilians also lost their lives 
while 79 got injured.

Besides, 33 infiltration bids 
were foiled by the army while 

131 terrorist-related incidents 
happened last year.

In these cases, 14 Armymen, 
two BSF men, 40 civilians and 
31 Jammu and Kashmir Police 
personnel lost their lives while 
46 Army personnel, two BSF 
men, 99 civilians and 85 state 
police personnel were injured.

In a separate reply, Bhamre 
said that the defence forces 
have taken various measures 
to check terrorist attacks on 
army camps such as intensify-
ing intelligence gathering and 
deployment of drones for sur-
veillance.

“The government had issued 
broad guidelines for security of 

defence installations to the 
defence services and in compli-
ance to the said guidelines, the 
defence services have taken a 
number of actions including 
risk categorisation of military 
bases; appraisal and upgrada-
tion of intelligence gathering 
capabilities; strengthening and 
streamlining of the response 
mechanism; Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicles (UAVs); periodic secu-
rity audit of all military installa-
tions etc,” the Minister said.

“The Army also carries out 
in-depth analysis of the terrorist 
incidents and security breaches 
that are identified with various 
incidents,” he added. 

Bhopal, Mar. 5 (IANS): Madhya 
Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan on his birthday on Mon-
day announced grant of Rs 12,000 
on childbirth in a poor family and 
Rs 5,000 for the last rites of a poor 
person, along with provision of elec-
tricity at Rs 200.

Chouhan, while talking to report-
ers here, said his government was 
working towards making life easy 
and comfortable for the poor from 
birth to death. 

A sum of Rs 12,000 will be given 
to the poor family on the birth of a 
child, he said.

The government will provide Rs 
5,000 for the last rites of the poor and 
will also provide Rs 2 lakh through in-
surance to people who died a natural 
death before reaching 60 years of age, 
he said.

The poor will now be free from 
the hassle of the electricity meter 
and will have to pay only Rs 200 per 
month for electricity, he said.

New Delhi, Mar. 5 (IANS): The 
government is committed to ex-
tending every support to Indian 
industrys focused efforts to in-
crease investments in European 
countries, Minister of State for 
External Affairs M.J. Akbar said 
on Monday.

“I am happy that European 
businesses are looking towards 
India and are increasingly finding 
business toeholds in an outward 
looking manner,” Akbar said 
while delivering the keynote ad-
dress at the Fourth India-Europe 
29 Business Forum here. 

“At the same time Indian busi-
nesses are becoming a significant 
investor in Europe,” he said. 

“I would like to assure you 
that the government of India is 
fully committed and working 
towards supporting this.”

Organised by the Ministry 
of External Affairs and industry 
body Ficci, trhe Forum is an 
institutionalised platform to 
initiate and discuss business 
prepositions between India and 
European countries. This year, 
the Czech Republic is the focus 
country.

Akbar said India is undergo-
ing a transformation in an un-
precedented scale led by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s effec-

tive and transparent government. 
“India is moving towards a 

knowledge-based society which 
aims to build a $5-trillion econo-
my by 2025,” he stated. 

“This will make us the third 
largest consumer market in the 
world by then. According to 
World Bank and IMF, our growth 
rate is going to be stable and 
high.”  The minister pointed out 
India ranked that Moody’s has 
upgraded India’s ratings on ac-
count of its economic reforms. 

“India has climbed 30 places 
in the World Bank’s Ease of Do-
ing Business index last year, the 
biggest jump by any country,” 
he said.

Stating that India is a union 
of states, Akbar said many of 
these states have embarked on 
the process of being competitive. 

“We call this competitive fed-
eralism,” he said. 

“More than 90 per cent of the 
FDI rules have been put on auto-
matic approval. As a result, there 
has been a sharp rise in FDI in the 
past three years from $36 billion 
in 2014 to $60 billion in 2016-17.” 

The radical reforms that were 
introduced by the government 
of India some four years ago un-
der the leadership of Modi have 
delivered robust results, Akbar 

said, while highlighting the gov-
ernment programmes that con-
tributed to the socio-economic 
transformation of the country. 

He cited how interventions in 
the areas of micro-finance and 
housing have strengthened the 
participation of women in devel-
opment endeavours.

Pointing to the threat of ter-
rorism confronting global socie-
ties, Akbar said that India and 
Europe have come together to 
fight the war against terrorism 
and make the world a peaceful 
place to live in.

Minister of Industry and 
Trade of the Czech Republic To-
mas Huner, in his address, said 
that India is one among the 10 
most important non-European 
trade partners of Czech Repub-
lic. He underlined the immense 
scope for bilateral partnerships in 
the area of energy development.

Huner highlighted the core 
strengths of the Czech Republic, 
such as a highly qualified do-
mestic workforce, investment 
protection laws, among others, as 
factors that would attract Indian 
investments to the country. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade Promotion of Malta 
Camelo Abela urged Indian in-
dustry to increase their invest-

ments in Malta and enjoy the 
benefit of easier access to the 
European and African markets. 

“Malta is open for business,” 
he said, and referred to phar-
ma manufacturing, education, 
healthcare, consultancy, renewal 
energy, financial services, events, 
biotechnology research, knowl-
edge-based industries among 
other sectors that would be par-
ticularly attractive for invest-
ments by Indian companies. He 
also mentioned about Malta be-
ing a global film production hub.

Ficci Vice President Sandip 
Somany, in his welcome address, 
said there is significant scope for 
increasing the India-Europe 29 
bilateral trade flows that stood at 
$38 billion in 2016-17. 

He also pointed to the need 
for strengthening these partner-
ships involving small and me-
dium enterprises (SMEs).

The conference attracted 
the participation of some 170 
officials and business leaders 
from the European countries, 
and an equal number of Indian 
delegates. 

During the inaugural session, 
a Ficci report on “India-Europe 
29: Synergising Economic Vision 
for Expanded Relations” was 
released. 



OFFICE OF THE
TENYIPHE-I VILLAGE COUNCIL

DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

REMINDER
The TVC hereby remind all plot holders within Tenyiphe Village who had not paid their plot regd. Fee, to do so on or before 9th March 
2018. This plot registration is to be treated as a census of the village, and in case of anyone failing to register the plot, the council shall 
not entertain any dispute or complications arising out of such unregistered plot and the Patta of such plot may be cancelled. 
 Sd/- Sd/-
  (TOSOVIL RHETSO) (HELIE KRUSE)
 Secretary Chairman
 Tenyiphe Village Council Tenyiphe Village Council

TENYIPHE VILLAGE COUNCIL 
Phe Tshekelie Teicie 50 Nyi 

1968-2018

Diebo: “Jihova-e ha ketso u khruohi vorshüzo” 1Samuel - 7:12 

Teisozha : 10th Kera 2018 
Puotei : 11:00 TD 
Thechü : Tenyiphe Rüzhüchü
Kipuso-u : Eno. Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu,   
  President Ura Academy,   
  Former Chief Minister Nagaland 
Therhuso-u : Eno. Razouvotuo Chatsu, Chairman,  
  Chümoukedima Village Council 

Thehedzü Keba 11:00 TD ki Kipuso-u bu Tenyiphe 
council cha khra kesakelie kekhrü mhatho chülietuo, 
sidi mezhü vo rüna tshekelie teicie 50 kerükra tsie-u 
kekhrü mhatho chülalietuo- süsie pete keze ki-u nu 
lelietuo. 

COMPERE:
Eno. Mhasileto Medoze &  
Eli. Therhunguno Meyase 

MEDZIVO KETUOKO 
1. Thejakecha : Eno. Razoukhul Tetso    
   Sr. Pastor CRC Tenyiphe
2. Vevori die : Eno. Helie Kruse,    
   Chairman Village Council Tenyiphe
3. Ketshe Tsali : Tenyiphe Village Baptist, Catholic &  
   Christian Revival Khriesarüüko. 
4. Seweda kekhrü mu      
 ketarho kecü : Therhu so-u
5. Utsiepfumia pfhe : i. Thenumiapfü mechü krotho 
   ii. Pomaimia pfhe 
6. Kelukeshü mu        
 Jakeshü : Eno. Nolesa Zhotso, Hd. G.B 
7. Mianyü diepu : Tsevü (Minute) 5 
8. Tati pfhe : Eno Kelhouwheto Senotsu mu puo zeko 
9. Keneimhatho tei : 
10. Diekepu : Kipuso-u
11. Kethezie die : Eno Rüüngunyü Meyase   
   Convenor Organising Committee 
12. Eno. Razouvolie Vimero Pastor Tenyiphe Baptist Church  
  bu thenyi he-u la kepenuopfü ki theja chashütuo 

Tenyiphe Youth Organization mu Students Union-e 
Mhaphro kepekiekecü (talent night) thevatie 5:00 TS ki 

keseshütuo.

D-5090

GRATITUDE

Benign Electorates,
With all sincerity, I express my heartfelt gratitude 

to all my fellow electorates for the wonderful 
support all throughout the electioneering. It is 
your prayer, faith, trust and valuable vote that has 
made it possible for me to rise above all odds. The 
credit of this victory belongs to you all. Indeed, I am 
immensely humbled by your kind gesture and deed.

Today, as your Elected Candidate (MLA), I 
stand on behalf of you all with dignity, vigour and 
enthusiasm. With a journey that has just begun, I 
look forward to your valuable advice to foster peace 
and unity, be an agent of change and initiate all-
round development in Naga society.  

In line with NDPP’s Party ‘Motto’ (‘Facta Non 
Verba’ ‘Deeds not Words’), I make this pledge that I 
shall serve you with utmost dignity.

Er. ZALE NEIKHA

K-1583

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

God’s greatest gift Late Ngulakhrie Deo, a wonderful wife, a dedicated 
mother, a beautiful woman and an amazing human being. A great soul 
has departed and the loss is huge and irreplaceable, but your memories 

shall never fade. 
We the bereaved family of Late Mrs. Ngulakhrie Deo would like to extend 

our gratitude to all who stood by us and supported us spiritually, physically and 
financially at the sudden demise of our beloved on 23rd Feb. 2018. We deeply 
regret and apologize for our inability to mention all the names individually but it 
is our prayer that our Almighty God bless all abundantly for your gracious deed. 

~ Loving Husband, Children, 
Mother, Brother & Sister

D-5087

K-1584 
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CM
YK

(From left to right): Hekani Jakhalu, founder of YouthNet, speaking at the inaugural function of the inter-college youth fest at Tetso College 
on Mar. 5. Also seen in the picture are the men’s team participating in the basketball competition.

The two individuals alleged to be illegal ‘arms manufacturers’ who 
are stated to be in the Assam Rifles’s custody.

Dimapur Police withdraw 
144 CrPC from district

Mokokchung DPDB 
convenes meeting

AR nabs ‘illegal arms manufacturers’

Alder College holds 
talks on women’s health

NPF unit of Peren 
resents counting gaffe

Inter- college youth fest underway at Tetso college
STATE

delivered a brief but pow-
erful message about the 
advantages of youth to be 
at the right stage. She said 
youth are not too young 
to be incapable of making 
a difference and not too 
old to be burdened with 
responsibility either.

Kvulo Lorin, director 
and administrator of Tet-
so College, welcomed all 
the participating colleges 
and encouraged them to 
use Powwow 2018 as a 
platform to form strong-
er bonds, reconnect and 
learn from one another in 
the true spirit of sports-
manship and respect. 

Dr. PS Lorin, founder 

and principal of Tetso Col-
lege, also launched the 
Tetso library and officially 
announced it opened to 
all public in an effort to 
encourage reading not 
only amongst students but 
children, parents, elders 
and anyone from around 
the community and Na-
galand to use its reading 
resources. Tetso library 
will be opened from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. 

The youth festival is 
being sponsored by Indian 
Entrepreneurship Foun-
dation (IEF), Youthnet, 
Hidesign, Universal Power 
Solutions, Kapraa Kohi-
ma, GSports, Sports Life-

style, King Sports, Brand 
New Day, 96 Innovations, 
Breeze, Baskin Robbins 
and Fun Cinemas. Day-
one saw a contest in 
basketball, badminton, 
volleyball in sports and 
extempore and stand up 
comedy competitions and 
online gaming, mobile 
legends knock out rounds. 
Results are updated on the 
college Facebook page and 
college website. 

In the men’s basketball 
competition, Unity Col-
lege won over Mount Mary 
College, while Sazolie Col-
lege won over Dimapur 
Government College, St 
Joseph College Jakhama 

won over Sakus Mission 
College, Oriental College 
won over C-Edge College, 
Kohima Science College 
won over St. Joseph Uni-
versity, Immanuel Col-
lege won over Cornerstone 
College, and Tetso College 
won over CIHSR.

In the women basket-
ball, Tetso College won 
over Immanuel College, 
Mount Mary College won 
over Cornerstone College, 
and Unity College won 
over CIHSR.

In the men’s volleyball, 
Tetso College won over 
Cornerstone College, East-
ern Christian College won 
over Immanuel College, 

Dimapur, Mar. 5 (EMN): 
The Dimapur police au-
thorities have withdrawn 
144 Criminal Procedure 
Code (CrPC) from the 
district. The police estab-
lishment issued a press 
release on Mon. stating 
that the law and order sit-
uation in the district had 
returned to ‘normalcy.’ 

Limasunep Jamir, dis-
trict magistrate and com-
missioner of Dimapur 
police appended the or-
der revoking 144A CrPC 
with immediate effect.

T h e  p r o h i b i t i o n s 
from section 144A CrPC 
was promulgated by the 

establishment of the 
district magistrate and 
Dimapur police com-
missioner as part of ad-
ministrative measures 
to ensure peace during 
elections to the 13th Na-
galand Legislative As-
sembly.

A separate notice, 
from the additional dep-
uty commissioner of po-
lice, has also informed 
individuals in the district 
who deposited their li-
censed firearms with the 
authorities during the 
elections, to collect them 
from their respective po-
lice station from Mar. 6.

Dimapur, Mar. 5 (EMN): The Peren division of the Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) and the 6th Tening NPF assembly 
constituency have expressed resentment for gaffe com-
mitted by the Election department in issuing the election 
certificate to NPF candidate Namdaudi Rangkau Zeliang 
as the winner on the counting day but was later retracted 
favouring Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party can-
didate Namri Nchang.

The NPF party workers and its MLA were taken by 
surprised over the anomalies in the counting and on a 
mere complaint by one political party that too after the 
stipulated time which was forwarded to ECI for rectifi-
cation without consulting the other political parties and 
their agents. NPF Peren division, in a press release issued 
by its president Haingam Kauring and the president of 
the 6th Tening NPF Namkiak alleged that such callous 
attitude indicated leniency and a soft corner of the Re-
turning Officer for a particular political party. 

Taking serious note of the development, the NPF 
division has alleged deep rooted political conspiracy 
and sought the immediate intervention by competent 
authority or court of law.

The NPF party has requested the Election Commis-
sion of India to reconsider the previous declared result 
or call for fresh polling.

Dimapur, Mar. 5 (EMN): The Mokokchung District 
Planning & Development Board (DPDB) has con-
vened a meeting on Mar. 7 in the conference hall 
of the ADC (Planning) at 11 a.m. All the concerned 
DPDB members are informed to attend the meeting 
without fail.

Dimapur, Mar. 5 (EMN): 
The women development 
cell of Alder College of 
Kohima, has organised 
a talk on “Female health 
issues” on Mar. 3 at 11:15 
a.m., which was followed 
by an interactive session. 

According to the col-

lege’s principal, the re-
source person was Dr. 
Thejavinuo Keditsu Kire, 
Obstetrics and Gynecolo-
gist, from the Dr. K&T 
Foundation. Around 200 
female students and fac-
ulty members turned up 
for the programme.

Dimapur, Mar. 5 (EMN): 
The Medziphema bat-
talion of the Assam Rifles 
have arrested two persons 
who have been accused as 
‘arms fabricators.’ They 
are stated to have been 
apprehended along with 
‘huge quantity of weap-
ons, ammunitions and 
manufacturing tools,’ 
from Chumoukedima 
area on Mar. 5.

The persons were ap-
prehended during an op-
eration undertaken by the 
joint team of the Assam 
Rifles and the Nagaland 
police representative fol-
lowing specific intelligent 
inputs regarding the pres-
ence of an illegal arms 
manufacturer in general 
area in Chumoukedima, 
Dimapur, on  Mar. 5. 

The accused persons 

Public College of Com-
merce won over City Col-
lege, Mount Mary College 
won over Kohima Science 
College, Dimapur Govern-
ment College won over 
Unity College, SM Cpllege 
won over ICFAI University, 
and St. Joseph College Ja-
khama won over C-Edge 
College.

In the women’s vol-
leyball, Unity College won 
over Pranabananda Wom-
en’s College, Mount Mary 
College won over City Col-
lege, ICFAIC University 
won over Tetso College, 
and Immanuel College 
won over Kohima Science 
College.

Dimapur, Mar. 5 (EMN): 
An inter-college youth fes-
tival dubbed the ‘Powwow 
2018’ got underway at 
Tetso College in Dimapur 
on Mar. 5. 22 colleges are 
stated to be participating 
in the festival.

The participating col-
leges are Public College 
of Commerce, St. Joseph 
University, Mount Mary 
College, C-Edge College, 
Sakus Mission College, 
Pranabananda Women’s 
College, CIHSR Nursing 
College, ICFAI University, 
Unity College, Corner-
stone College, St. Joseph 
College, Jakhama, Kohima 
Science College, Oriental 
College Kohima, Patkai 
Christian College, Eastern 
Christian College, Govern-
ment College Dimapur, 
Sazolie College, City Col-
lege, Immanuel College, 
Model College, NIT Chu-
mukedima, and Tetso Col-
lege.

H e k a n i  J a k h a l u , 
founder of YouthNet, in-
augurated the event as 
the guest of honour. She 
administered the oath 
to the participants and 

were identified as Tako-
toshi (61) and Temjin (35), 
both from Sungratsu vil-
lage and resident of Ward 
No 3, Chumoukedima, 
Dimapur.

The joint team recov-
ered one 9mm revolver 
(USA made), one 12 Bore 
Rifle, one .22 mm Rifle, 
four .22 mm rifles, four 
magazines of .22mm rifle, 
eight wooden rifle butts, 
one rifle barrel and am-
munitions of various ca-
libers.

A security forces’ press 
release informed that the 
arrested persons and the 
confiscated items were 
handed over to Chu-
moukedima Police Station 
for further investigation.
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New Delhi, March 5 (IANS): As 
the BJP and its alliance part-
ners were on Monday all set to 
form governments in Tripura, 
Nagaland and Meghalaya, the 
Congress said the BJP’s “blind 
quest for power is supersed-
ing stability” of the northeast 
region. 

Congress spokesperson 
Randeep Singh Surjewala said 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
was following a dangerous 
game of destabilsation, subver-
sion and usurpation of power in 
the region.

“Our best wishes to the peo-
ple of Tripura, Nagaland and 
Meghalaya... We hope that peo-
ple’s issues, particularly (of the) 
youth, would be addressed as 
first priority,” Surjewala tweet-
ed.

He said every Indian was 
concerned that this “assump-
tion of power ‘at any cost’ and 
‘by any means’ by the BJP isn’t 
blinding it into destabilising the 
entire northeastern region”.

“Tell-tale signs of BJP’s blind 
quest for power superseding the 

stability of the region, propa-
gation of democracy, nipping 
the separatist tendencies and 
ignoring core issues of region 
are already visible.”

In Tripura, Surjewala said 
the BJP aligned with IPFT -- 
whose election plank is division 
of state and is now demanding 
a tribal Chief Minister -- and 
asked whether the BJP stands 
for division of Tripura and 
would it reject the demand for 
a tribal CM.

He said that in Nagaland, 
the BJP is in government with 
NPF -- yet it fought the assem-
bly election in alliance with its 
opposition party NDPP.

“NPF won 26 seats and 
NDPP won 18 seats. With both 
NPF and NDPP staking claim 
to forming the government, is 
Nagaland headed for another 
round of instability like in last 
5 years? And Naga Accord,” he 
wondered.

The leader also observed 
that in Manipur, BJP’s coalition 
survives with support of three 
NPF MLAs.

“Would formation of a gov-
ernment in Nagaland by BJP 
with NDPP (18 MLAs) ignoring 
the NPF (26 MLAs), only in the 
effort of a larger share of pie of 
power, not put the stability of 
government in Manipur under 
a cloud,” he asked.

In Meghalaya, he said, as 
the BJP prepares to share power 

with just two MLAs, “every dis-
cordant party that fought BJP 
and each other, ideologically-
politically-electorally, is sewn 
up to form the government at 
any cost.

“Is this the answer to Meg-
halaya’s aspirations and a stable 
government?”

Stressing that Chief Ministe-

rial candidate Conrad Sangma 
and his NPP have promised 
division of Meghalaya, he asked: 
“... what is Modiji’s take on it?” 

The Congress emerged as 
the single largest party with 21 
seats in Meghalaya but didn’t 
get enough numbers to form 
the government, while it drew 
blank in Nagaland and Tripura.

Shillong, Mar. 5 (IANS): National People’s 
Party (NPP) supremo Conrad Kongkal 
Sangma will be sworn in as the chief 
minister of Meghalaya on Tuesday even 
as the Hill State People’s Democratic 
Party (HSPDP) expressed reservation 
about forming the government with the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

The HSPDP, which has stitched a post-
poll alliance with the NPP, also objected to 
the lone NPP Lok Sabha member Sangma 
being projected as the chief minister.

But the HSPDP legislators -- Renikton 
Lyngdoh and Samlin Malngiang -- have 
signed the letter of support, which was 
handed over to Governor Ganga Prasad 
on Sunday projecting Sangma as their 
leader to lead the non-Congress govern-
ment.

The designated Chief Minister, who is 
the non-elected member of the 60-mem-
ber Assembly, will be administered the 
oath of office and secrecy along with his 

Council of Ministers. He will be the 12th 
Chief Minister of Meghalaya.

Sources said HSPDP’s Lyngdoh will be 
inducted as a cabinet minister.

On Sunday, Sangma staked claim to 
forming the government with the support 
of six MLAs from UDP, four from People’s 
Democratic Front (PDF), and two each 
from HSPDP and the BJP, besides one 
Independent MLA Samuel Sangma.

Apart from Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh and BJP President Amit 
Shah, Assam Finance Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma, who is the chairman of 
the North East Democratic Alliance, a 
non-Congress entity, will also attend the 
swearing-in ceremony at Raj Bhavan.

The NPP, which won 19 assembly 
seats in the just concluded polls, is the 
second largest party after the Congress 
winning 21 seats.

Meghalaya is the second state, after 
Manipur and Goa, where the Congress 

has not been able to forge a post-poll al-
liance with any of the regional parties de-
spite emerging as the single-largest party.

Outgoing Chief Minister Mukul Sang-
ma told journalists: “We have offered 
formulas to the UDP for working together 
-- either the UDP should lead the govern-
ment or share power for two-and-half 
years. But UDP President Donkupar Roy 
told me that this (formula) could have 
been discussed much earlier.”

Asked if the Congress can still turn the 
tables to lead the government, he said: 
“You must go by history of the state and 
the experiences we have gone through 
and look at people who are there in the 
Congress, the NPP and others and how 
in a given situation especially in a football 
match certain players can always create a 
turn around....

“Congress has that kind of where-
withal to create a turnaround in any given 
situation, whenever needed.”

Meanwhile, the HSPDP -- which 
convened an emergent central executive 
committee meeting -- has expressed res-
ervation to cobble up with the BJP since 
its (HSPDP’s) stand has always been for a 
non-Congress or non-BJP government.

“A pre-poll alliance was forged be-
tween the UDP and HSPDP but they 
(UDP) did not consult us when they 
proposed the name of Conrad Sangma to 
be the Chief Minister,” HSPDP President 
Ardent Basaiawmoit told journalists.

Basaiawmoit also led a delegation of 
his senior party members to the residence 
of UDP’s Roy, expressing reservation for 
not consulting the HSPDP leadership for 
partnering with the BJP and projecting 
the NPP President as Chief Minister.

“A non-Congress or non-BJP govern-
ment could be formed along with the 
NPP,” the HSPDP chief said, while detail-
ing the numbers of non-Congress parties 
and three Independents.

Dimapur, March 5 (EMN): 
The NF Railway is said to 
be going strong towards re-
ducing the carbon footprint 
within its premises thereby 
contributing and promoting 
a greener environment. 

A press release issued by 
the NF Railways in Maligaon 
on March 5 mentioned that 
out of 505 stations in N F 
Railway 260 stations is said 
to have been completely fit-
ted by LED fittings. 

Tinsukia division of N 
F Railway is said to have 
become the first division to 
achieve the feat of making 
all stations 100% LED lit and 
out of 132 electrified sta-
tions under Katihar division 
129 is siad to have already 
covered while the remain-
ing 3 is said to be converted 
shortly. 

In Alipurduar division 
out of 85 electrified stations, 

59 stations is said to have 
been covered to LED while 
the remaining 26 stations 
is said to be converted by 
March end. Also, in Rangiya 
Division out of 97 electrified 
stations, 77 stations have al-
ready been converted  while 
the remaining 20 stations is 
said to be converted by the 
end of March. 

In Lumding division out 
of 124 electrified stations, 
68 stations have been con-
verted by LED fittings al-
ready and the remaining 56 
stations are targeted for full 
conversion by end of March. 

There is said to be a sav-
ing of about 10 watts per 
LED fittings being fitted. Af-
ter completion of all stations 
with LED fittings, other rail-
way service buildings like 
offices, railway quarters etc 
will be taken for 100% con-
version to LED fittings, the 

release stated. 
There is said to be two 

‘A1’ category and 20 ‘A’ cate-
gory stations in N F Railway 
from which a total savings 
of energy bill is said to be 
about INR 67, 36,274 annu-
ally. When all station will be 
converted with LED fittings, 
the savings will increase 
by many folds, the release 
stated. 

NF Railway is said to 
have already engaged an 
agency named EESL (Ener-
gy Efficiency Services Lim-
ited) to complete the work. 

It is siad to be men-
tioned that all new assets 
being constructed by the 
N F Railway construction 
organisation like new line, 
stations etc throughout 
northeastern region is said 
to be fitted with full LED 
fittings from the very be-
ginning.

Guwahati, March 5 (PTI): Stage prodigy 
Kismat Bano has got a mini theatre hall 
built at her house in the state capital to 
train neighbourhood children in the art 
of acting.

Most of the funds came from her own 
savings and the rest was contributed 
by her contractor father Liaquat Ali for 
constructing the structure atop their resi-
dential house at Dhirenpara area, Kismat 
Bano, who is in her early 20’s, said.

The theatre hall, with a capacity of 75, 
will also help raise an awareness about 
theatre by staging plays. The theatre hall 
is scheduled to be inaugurated on March 
6 during which two plays - ‘Bidhyabalan’ 
(Assamese) directed by Naren Patgiri 
and ‘Bade Bhaisahab’ (Hindi) directed by 
Dilip Khanal - will be staged.

Kismat Bano was selected by 
the North East Zone Cultural Centre 
(NEZCC) under the Union Ministry of 
Culture to receive its prestigious annual 
award of ‘Young Talents Artistes Award’ 
for the year 2016-2017 from Arunachal 

Pradesh Governor P B Acharya in July last 
year. She had established her own theatre 
troupe ‘Wings Theatre’ (cultural group) in 
Guwahati with a view to using theatre in 
education for children, conducting thea-
tre performance-oriented workshops 
for orphan and indigenous girls in rural 
areas and working with blind children of 
Guwahati in promoting theatre.

In December 2016, Kismat Bano and 
her team had staged their play ‘Helen’ in 
Dhaka.

Kismat Bano has already acted in 
over 25 plays in different languages, 
including Assamese and Hindi, Nurul 
Islam Laskar, founder of the ‘Stars of 
North East’, a platform for showcasing 
the unknown talents of the region, said.

Kismat has participated in events 
such as Bharat Rang Mahotsav, and 
theatre festivals held by Nandikar, EZCC, 
Sangeet Natak Academy, Prithvi Centre, 
Nehru Centre, PDA , Kalakshetra Chen-
nai, Octave (Goa and Rajasthan) and 
Qadir Ali Baig, he said.

Itanagar, March 5 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh Depu-
ty Chief Minister Chowna 
Mein has asserted that 
the state government will 
fast track cases of violence 
against women and chil-
dren, an official release 
said here today.

His statement comes 
a day after a delegation 
of Arunachal Pradesh 
Women’s Welfare Society 
(APWWS) met him in his 
office, urging him to en-
sure provisions for quick 
justice for women victims.

Responding to the 
plea of the APWWS del-
egation, the deputy chief 
minister, who also holds 
the finance portfolio, said 
his department would 
consider the suggestions 
for inclusion in the Budg-
et and may also place it 
before the cabinet for 

consideration, the release 
said.

The Budget session 
in the state is set to com-
mence on March 9.

The delegation, led by 
APWWS president Dipti 
Bengia Tadar, also re-
quested the government 
to involve women in ma-
jor policy decisions of the 
state, it said.

Chief Secretary Satya 
Gopal,  who was also 
present during the meet-
ing, asked the APPWS 
team to generate aware-
ness on work culture 
among the government 
employees, it added.

Earlier, APWWS had 
submitted a memoran-
dum to the government, 
seeking safety and secu-
rity measures for children 
and women of Arunachal 
Pradesh.

New Delhi, March 5 (IANS): 
Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi, who returned home 
after a weekend trip to Italy, 
on Monday said his party 
respected the mandate of the 
people of Tripura, Nagaland 
and Meghalaya where the 
Congress failed to come to 
power in the recently-con-
cluded assembly polls.

In a tweet, Gandhi said the 
Congress had accepted the 
mandate but would strive to 
win back the trust of the elec-
torate in the northeast.

“The Congress party re-
spects the mandate of the 
people of Tripura, Nagaland 
and Meghalaya.We are com-
mitted to strengthening our 
party across the northeast and 
to winning back the trust of the 
people.

“My sincere thanks to each 
and every Congress worker 
who toiled for the party,” Gan-
dhi tweeted in the aftermath of 
the election results.

Gandhi who has in Italy to 
meet his grand-mother when 
the election results were an-

nounced. He returned home 
early Monday morning.

The Congress emerged as 
the single largest party with 21 
seats in Meghalaya but drew a 
blank in Nagaland and Tripura.

Even in Meghalaya it didn’t 
get enough numbers to form 
government. The BJP which 
won two seats in the state cob-
bled together an alliance with 
National People’s Party (19), 
UDP (6), PDF (4), HSPDP (2) 
and independent (1) to form 
a majority in the House of 
60-member Assembly.

BJP’s blind quest for power superseding stability of NE — Cong.

Hiccups ahead of Conrad Sangma 
taking oath as Meghalaya CM

All NFR stations to be 100% LED lit by March end Stage prodigy Kismat Bano 
builds mini theatre for city kids

Arunachal to fast track 
cases of crime against 
women — Dy. CM

Committed to win back NE’s trust — Rahul Gandhi

NEWS IN BRIEF
Army jawan killed in encounter 
with NSCN(I-M)
Imphal, March 5 (PTI): One riflemen of 13 Sikh 
Regiment was killed in an encounter with the 
NSCN-IM today at Khoupum area in Manipur’s 
Noney district, police said. The incident took place 
this morning and additional security forces includ-
ing the Army, Manipur police and Assam Rifles 
have rushed to Khoupum. A search operation was 
launched to nab the militants, the police added. 
NSCN(I-M) had signed the Framework Agreement 
on the longstanding Naga problem on August 3, 
2015 with the Centre. It had signed a ceasefire with 
the Centre in 1997 which was extended indefinitely 
in 2007.

Security forces arrest NSCN(IM) 
cadre in Arunachal Pradesh
Itanagar, March 5 (PTI): Security forces have ar-
rested a cadre of banned National Socialist Council 
of Nagaland-Isak-Muivah faction in Longding 
district of Arunachal Pradesh and seized arms and 
ammunition from his possession, a defence offi-
cial said here today. Acting on specific intelligence 
inputs, the Assam Rifles launched a well-planned 
operation and apprehended Pujat Wangsu, a 
self-styled corporal of the outfit of the NSCN(IM), 
from Longding yesterday, Defence Spokesman Col 
Chiranjeet Konwer said in a statement. A pistol 
and ammunition along with cash was recovered 
from his possession, the spokesman said. During 
interrogation, the rebel confessed to have extorted 
money from local people, he said. Security forces 
have apprehended a number of cadres in the area 
in the past one month, the spokesman added.

NDFB (S) militant killed in  
encounter
Kokrajhar (Assam), March 5 (PTI): A member of 
the banned militant outfit NDFB (Songbijit) was 
killed in an encounter with security forces in lower 
Assam’s Kokrajhar district early today, a senior 
police official said here. On a tip off about the 
presence of three-four members of the outfit in a 
jungle in Serfunguri area, a joint team of the Army 
and police reached there, Superintendent of Police 
Rajen Sing said. On seeing them, the militants 
started firing and the securitymen retaliated and 
in the shoot-out, one extremist was killed while 
the others managed to flee, he said. The deceased 
is yet to be identified.The SP said an AK series 
rifle, 16 rounds of ammunition, a mobile phone 
with a Bhutanese SIM, Rs 2,740 in cash, extortion 
notes and some medicines were recovered from 
the spot.

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1753SUD0KU 1593
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1752

ACROSS
1. Location
6. Shut forcefully
10. Destroy utterly
14. Charges for use
15. South American tree
16. Style
17. Regions
18. US writer James ____ (1909-1955)
19. Covered with gold
20. Pertaining to sex
22. Someone involved in the sale of 

persons
24. Colored
25. Brother of Cleopatra
26. Swallow
29. Confident
30. Smoky dirt
31. Most sacred
37. Detest
39. ___ Vegas
40. For emergency use
41. Strived
44. Arabian sultanate
45. 16th century German calligrapher
46. Receive as adequate
48. Soothe or console
52. Roman god of love
53. Genus of certain aromatic plants
54. Making restitution
58. Grain from swamp grass
59. A Hindu caste
61. Mist
62. Ripped
63. Queen of Carthage in Virgil’s “Aeneid”
64. Hamlet or village (Middle English)
65. Son of Seth (Bible)
66. City in Yemen
67. Grinds or buffs 

DOWN
1. Parent-Teacher associations

2. Accumulated fact or tradition
3. Writer ____ Haley
4. Actress ________ Colbert
5. Academic compositions
6. Burn with hot liquid
7. As a suffix, the science or 

study of
8. Expert
9. A master of music
10. Magnificent
11. Not extinct or inactive
12. Site of the witchcraft trials of 

1692 
13. Way in

21. Allows
23. Finely grained silt or dust
25. Small bag to carry money
26. Island
27. Midday
28. Incite or prod
29. Cloth worn around the neck
32. In a high place
33. Writings of questionable 

authenticity
34. Designation
35. Fecal matter (slang)
36. Temporary canvas dwelling
38. City in Viet Nam 

42. Balcony or enclosed deck
43. Humid or moist
47. Shorelines
48. _____ blanche
49. Constellation near Gemini and 

Taurus
50. As a prefix, indicates largeness
51. Runs away
52. _____autics = study of flight
54. To be conveyed
55. Ferrous
56. Plants of the genus Valeriana
57. Swindles
60. Assistance

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1592
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The proceeds from the ONGC-HPCL deal helped government restrict 
fiscal deficit to 3.5% of GDP.

‘Discrete norms 
for new and 
replacement parts, 
a threat’
New Delhi, Mar. 5 (PTI): 
The different standards in 
place for original equip-
ment and replacement 
auto parts can cause ma-
jor issues related to safety, 
emissions and perform-
ance of  the vehicle, the 
government has said in the 
new draft National Auto-
motive Policy.

Currently, automotive 
components being sup-
plied to original equip-
ment manufacturers in 
India must conform to Au-
tomotive Industry Stand-
ards guidelines, whereas 
those being sold through 
the aftermarket chan-
nel need to be certified 
as per Bureau of  Indian 
Standards. “Discrepan-
cies between the standards 
of  new and replacement 
parts can cause major is-
sues in safety, emissions, 
and performance of  the 
vehicle. 

Also, the dual certifica-
tion requirements lead to 
higher cost of  compliance 
for smaller manufacturers. 
The Department of  Heavy 
Industry had sought stake-
holders’ comments on the 
draft policy by February 
26, and expects to finalise 
the policy ingredients in 
a couple of  months,” ac-
cording to officials.

ONGC Videsh, 
OIL get nod to 
develop gas field 
in Mozambique
Mumbai, Mar. 5 (IANS): 
Energy majors ONGC 
Videsh -- a subsidiary of  
ONGC, and Oil India (OIL) 
besides other participating 
firms on Monday received 
approval from the govern-
ment of Mozambique for 
the development plan of  
Golfinho-Atum natural gas 
field in the southern African 
nation.

The Golfinho-Atum 
natural gas field is located 
in the Area-1 block of Ro-
vuma offshore basin of Mo-
zambique.

The plan outlines the 
integrated development of  
the Golfinho-Atum field 
through an initial two-train 
onshore liquefaction plant 
with a total processing ca-
pacity of 12.88 million 
metric tonnes per annum, 
both the energy majors said 
in their regulatory filings to 
the BSE.

ONGC Videsh holds 16 
per cent stake in the block, 
while OIL has 4 per cent, 
they said.

NEWS IN BRIEF RBI slaps INR 3 cr. penalty 
on Axis Bank, 2 cr. on IOB

Cash-rich PSU general insurer 
may buy out smaller ones

‘Poor demand’ decelerates 
services output: PMI

GST revenue in 2018-19 to 
grow at 14-16%: SBI Ecowrap

Mumbai, Mar. 5 (PTI): 
The Reserve Bank today 
said it has imposed a 
penalty of Rs 3 crore on 
Axis Bank for violation 
of NPA classification 
norms, and Rs 2 crore 
on Indian Overseas Bank 
for not complying with 
the KYC regulations.

RBI said it had car-
ried out a statutory in-
spection of private sec-
tor player Axis Bank with 
reference to its financial 
position as on March 31, 
2016.

The inspection, inter 
alia, revealed “violations 
of various regulations is-
sued by RBI in the assess-
ment of non-performing 
assets (NPA)”,the central 
bank said in a statement.

“The RBI has im-

Mumbai, Mar. 5 (IANS): 
“Poor underlying de-
mand conditions” 
pulled the Indian serv-
ices sector’s output to 
a six-month low during 
February 2018, a key 
macro-economic data 
point showed on Mon-
day.

Accordingly, the sea-
sonally adjusted Nikkei 
India Services PMI (Pur-
chasing Managers’ In-
dex) Business Activity 
Index declined to 47.8 
in February from 51.7 in 
January.

An index reading of 
above 50 indicates an 
overall increase in eco-
nomic activity and below 
50 an overall decrease.

“Both activity and 
new work declined for 
the first time since No-
vember, with rates of 
contraction the strong-
est since August, thereby 
ending the recent recov-
ery experienced by In-
dia’s service sector. Anec-
dotal evidence pointed 
to weak underlying de-
mand conditions in the 
service economy,” said 
Aashna Dodhia, Econo-

mist at IHS Markit, and 
the author of the report. 

“However, firms 
seem to believe that the 
decline is transitory as 
they raised their staffing 
levels at the joint-fastest 
pace since June 2011, in 
line with positive projec-
tions of activity growth.”

The data further 
showed that a low-
er Services PMI out-
weighed an upturn in 
manufacturing produc-
tion in February.

Consequently, the 
seasonally adjusted 
Nikkei India Composite 
PMI Output Index also 
declined. The index fell 
from 52.5 in January to 
49.7 in February.

Dodhia said: “Over-
all, growth of manu-
facturing output was 
outweighed by a mod-
est decline in service 
activity. Meanwhile, an 
imminent risk to firms’ 
margins are greater fuel 
prices which material-
ised into the fastest in-
put cost inflation in the 
overall economy (manu-
facturing and services) 
since July 2014.”

New Delhi,  Mar. 5 (PTI): 
Taking cue from ONGC’s 
buyout of HPCL, the 
government may look at 
replicating the same in 
the insurance sector by 
asking a cash rich PSU 
general insurer to buy-
out the smaller ones.

A Finance Minis-
try official said apart 
from buyout by cash-
rich general insurers, a 
share-swap could also be 
considered for smaller 

insurers. In the 2018-19 
Budget, Finance Minis-
ter Arun Jaitley proposed 
merging three public 
sector general insurance 
companies — National 
Insurance Co. Ltd., Unit-
ed India Insurance Co. 
Ltd. and Oriental India 
Insurance Co. Ltd. — 
into a single insurance 
entity.

The merged entity 
would be subsequently 
listed on the bourses. 

posed, on February 27, 
2018, a monetary pen-
alty of Rs 30 million on 
Axis Bank Limited for 
non-compliance with 

the directions issued by 
RBI on Income Recog-
nition and Asset Classi-
fication (IRAC) norms,” 
it said.

Regarding the state-
owned Indian Overseas 
Bank, the regulator said in 
a separate release that a 
“fraud was detected” in one 
of the branches of the bank.

“The examination of the 
documents, including the 
bank s internal inspection 
report, revealed, inter alia, 
non-compliance with the 
directions issued by RBI on 
Know Your Customer (KYC) 
norms”, RBI said, while im-
posing the Rs 2 crore pen-
alty on IOB.

RBI said the action on 
the two banks is based on 
deficiencies in regulatory 
compliance and “is not in-
tended’ to pronounce upon 
the validity of any transac-
tion or agreement entered 
into by the bank with its 
customers.

New Delhi, Mar. 5 (IANS): 
Describing recent specu-
lation on GST collection 
targets for the current 
and next fiscals as being 
“overtly aggressive”, state-
run State Bank of India on 
Monday estimated that 
the Goods and Services 
Tax collection for 2018-
19 would grow at a rate 
of 14-16 per cent, bring-
ing it closer to the decadal 
growth rate in indirect 
taxes of just under 14 per 
cent.

In an SBI Ecowrap re-
port titled “The Arithme-
tic of GST Collections”, 
Chief Economist Soumya 
Kanti Ghosh noted that 
the speculative collection 
target pegged at Rs 7.4 
lakh crore is 67 per cent 
higher than the revised 
estimates (RE) for the fi-
nancial year 2017-18. 

Noting that GST re-
ceipts during the cur-
rent fiscal will only be 
for 9 months as the new 
indirect tax regime was 
implemented from July, 
and factoring in the as-
sumption that Integrated 
GST (IGST) should be 
equally shared between 

Share swap could also be considered, 
according to a Finance Ministry official

The official said if an in-
surer buys stake in an-
other, the government 
will get some money in 
return of its stake.

“Cash-rich insurers 
may be asked to buy out 
the smaller ones where 
there is operational syn-
ergy. A share swap could 
also be considered,” the 
official told PTI.

Cash, bank balances
As on March 31, 2017, 

Oriental India Insurance 
Co. had cash and bank 
balance of ₹2,357 crore 
compared with ₹1,916 
crore held by United In-
dia Assurance Co. and 
₹1,587 crore by National 
Insurance Co.

In the current fiscal, 
which ends in March, 
two other PSU insurers 
— General Insurance 
Corp. and New India As-
surance Co. Ltd. — got 
listed on the bourses.

the Centre and states, the 
report said that “GST for 
financial year (FY) 2019 (9 
months’ estimates) thus 
comes to 15.8 per cent”. 

“If we take 8 months’ 
estimate, the growth rate 
further reduces to 13.5 
per cent. Thus, the GST 
collections growth rate for 
FY19 comes to around 14-
16 per cent, that is similar 
to the decadal gross tax 
revenue growth rate at 
13.9 per cent.“There have 
been several speculations 
in public domain that the 
GST collections in current 
fiscal and budget esti-
mates for FY19 are overtly 
aggressive, but these are 
flawed,” Ghosh said. 

“The target for GST is 
pegged at Rs 7.4 lakh crore 
that is 67 per cent higher 
than FY18 RE. However, 
under the new GST re-
gime, the last date for fil-
ing of GST returns is 20th 
of the succeeding month, 
even on the last day of the 
financial year. 



6

The contents of articles in this page do not necessarily reflect the Editorial view or policy of the paper.  

DIMAPUR, TUESDAY ,  MARCH 6 ,  2018 

EastErn Mirror

Healing Is The Verdict 

The final verdict of the people in the elections 
to the 13th Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
after a nerve-wrecking chase on the count-

ing day indicated 29 seats for the NDPP-BJP alliance 
and 30 for the NPF- NPP-JDU combine with one In-
dependent MLA to spare. Technically it was a tie but 
before the day ended the lone JD(U) MLA and the 
lone Independent MLA pledged their support for 
the NDDP-BJP alliance and enabled the alliance to 
get the magic number of 31. The alliance was also 
renamed as the People’s Democratic Alliance (PDA) 
that very day. The icing on the cake came for the alli-
ance only the next day when the result of the 6 Ten-
ning assembly seat was overturned in favour of the 
NDPP candidate. This increased the total of the PDA 
to 32 in the 60 member assembly and the alliance is 
set to form the next government with the blessings 
of the National Democratic Alliance. 

The only thing that each party and the people 
should take away from this result is humanity. Hu-
manity because the one month of active campaign-
ing by the political parties has divided the people 
on many layers. The most notable was the religion 
card. The sudden jump by the church bodies of the 
state warning against the Hindutva agenda of the 
RSS which was interpreted as telling the Christians 
not to vote for the BJP alliance was misused by all 
and sundry. Some portrayed this elections as the ul-
timate battle between the good and evil and even 
misinterpreted and misused words from the Bible. 
Some painted a picture not unlike that of the ISIS’s  
apocalyptic battle as ‘prophesised’ in the town of 
Dabiq. For some it was like the crusades of the me-
dieval period. What was initially termed as a spir-
itual warfare was almost interpreted as a religious 
war by many. Whether it was genuine devotion and 
obeisance or not, the use of religious texts, songs 
and prayers for campaigns were reported to be 
rampant in many of the rural areas in the state. The 
last three Sundays of February were used in many 
churches across the state to speak against specific 
political parties and its allies. 

However the results, that is almost a fractured 
mandate, came to the rescue of all. Any conclusive 
win by any of the alliance or parties would have 
divided the people more. While it may also be as-
sumed that the church’s role has not affected the 
BJP but it did affect its ally NDPP. The current man-
date therefore is counter-productive for the church 
as now the NDPP has to make more concessions for 
the BJP during government formation. However one 
thing is clear, with the current results, there will be 
no big ‘we-told-you-so’ statements to be made by 
any party or individual. No big winners and no big 
losers. So it is time for the church in Nagaland to 
introspect and separate what belongs to Caesar and 
what belongs to God. Most importantly, the church 
has to come up with a statement so as to reconcile 
and to bring healing among the people. If it finds 
that there have been shortcomings then accepting 
if will keep the flock intact else any dogmatic atti-
tude will be the beginning of defeat in the church’s 
spiritual warfare. 

Faith shines brightest in a childlike heart.

The little girl moved joyfully and gracefully to the mu-
sic of praise. She was the only one in the aisle but 
that didn’t keep her from spinning and waving her 

arms and lifting her feet to the music. Her mother, a smile 
on her lips, didn’t try to stop her.

My heart lifted as I watched, and I longed to join her—
but didn’t. I’d long ago lost the unselfconscious expres-
sion of joy and wonder of my childhood. Even though we 
are meant to grow and mature and put childish ways be-
hind us, we were never meant to lose the joy and wonder, 
especially in our relationship with God. 

When Jesus lived on Earth, He welcomed little chil-
dren to Him and often referred to them in His teaching 
(Matthew 11:25; 18:3; 21:16). On one occasion, He re-
buked His disciples for attempting to keep parents from 
bringing their children to Him for a blessing, saying, “Let 
the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, 
for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these” (Mark 
10:14). Jesus was referring to the childlike characteristics 
that ready us to receive Christ—joy and wonder, but also 
simplicity, dependence, trust, and humility.

Childlike wonder and joy (and more) open our hearts 
to be more receptive to Him. He is waiting for us to run 
into His arms.

BIBLE READ:   MARK 10:13–16 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Let the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them. Mark 10:14

DAILY
PATH

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

Exams are near,subjects are not clear,so 
when questions appears, answers seems to 
disappear, oh!dear students, don’t fear, we 

are here to wish you good luck and cheer!.All Na-
galand school teachers association wishes good 
luck to all students appearing HSSLC and HSLC 
Examination 2018.The association also urge it’s 
members assigned for invigilation duty to carry 
out it with sincerity and faithfully by abiding 
NBSE rules and regulations of exams. 

Visato Koso 
General Secretary

ANSTA

Let us give thanks to God for 
He is gracious, merciful, slow 
to anger, filled with unfailing 

love and who cancels the disaster 
we deserve.

Let us return to the Lord 
through prayer and fasting so that 
the good Lord will in His mercy 
uproot and destroy all the bonds 
of wickedness and set free the 
yokes of oppression from our in-
iquities.

In the days of Jonah the word 

of the Lord came to Nineveh, “Yet 
forty days, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown”, Nineveh believed 
and called for national fasting 
putting on sackcloth from the 
greatest to the least.

I therefore appeal to the na-
tional workers and the Naga peo-
ple, wherever they are, to observe 
a day of fasting on 18th of March, 
2018 showing our gratefulness 
to God who in His mercy has not 
punished us for our sins as we de-

served.
Nagaland is for Christ, hence, 

let us repent and thank Him for 
giving us another chance to re-
turn to Him before it is too late. 
And as the word of God says: who 
knows, God may turn and relent 
and withdraw His burning anger 
so that we shall not perish.

Th Muivah
Ato Kilonser

NSCN

N
ever give up -- these were 
the simple yet profound 
words that kept Virali 
Modi, 26, fighting on after 
a deadly bout of malaria 

had her comatose for weeks and left her 
paraplegic and wheelchair-bound at 
the age of 14. In coma for 23 days, she 
miraculously opened her eyes on the 
day the doctors decided to remove her 
life-support and has not stopped since 
then, fighting for her rights -- and those 
of other disabled people.

Manhandled and groped by railway 
porters when she had to board a train, 
Virali made “accessibility for everyone” 
her life’s mission in a country that is 
supremely indifferent to the plight of the 
disabled.

“I’m a disabled woman from Mumbai 
who loves to travel. I’ve been groped and 
manhandled three separate times by 
porters who were helping me board 
the train because Indian trains are not 
wheelchair accessible.

“I’ve had to wear a diaper because 
I couldn’t use the train’s lavatory. My 
fight is to ensure human dignity for 
the disabled,” Virali wrote in a public 
petition about a year ago that caught 
the attention of tens of thousands of 
netizens across the country, including 
Women and Child Development 
Mi n i s t e r  Ma n e k a  Ga n d h i ,  w h o 
r e s p o n d e d  t o  V i r a l i ,  a s s u r i n g 
accessibility in trains.

Addressed to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and then Railway 
Minister Suresh Prabhu, her brutally 
honest petition on the platform change.
org shared her ordeal as a disabled 
person on an Indian train.

“Most people with disabilities are 
restricted to their homes because our 
roads, public transport and most of 
our infrastructure are not wheelchair-
friendly. The disabled don’t know 
where to go and how to get there, 
making disability almost an invisibility 
in our country,” Mumbai-based Virali 
told IANS in an interview.

While her petition and campaign 
-- which she named “My Train Too” -- 
garnered massive support in the digital 
world with over 200,000 people standing 
by her, not much translated into reality 
until she decided to take matters into her 
own hands.

“Several railway officials who read 
my petition contacted me, wanting 
to work on making trains accessible. 
Together, with the help of a few non-
governmental organisations, we have 
set up portable ramps and foldable 
wheelchairs at railway stations in Kochi, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Thrissur and 

Our struggles have been the same,” she 
asserted.

Having lived in Pennsylvania in 
northeast US for over a decade since 
she was four, where her father Jitesh 
Modi worked with a hospitality firm, 
Virali lamented that India’s position in 
accessibility is “alarming”.

“The accessible infrastructure in the 
US made me so independent -- I was 
comfortable going anywhere on my 
own. In comparison, I feel extremely 
dependent and scared to go anywhere 
without assistance in India,” said Virali, 
who holds dual citizenship of India and 
the US.

In 2006, when she was 14, Virali 
had visited India for a holiday during 
the monsoon month of July, when she 
contracted malaria, and returned to 
Pennsylvania to her school, when the 
illness began to surface.

“The doctors couldn’t diagnose it as 
malaria and over time I began having 
seizures in my body which led to a 
respiratory and cardiac arrest and I was 
comatose for 23 days. I miraculously 
opened my eyes on the day that the 
doctors had decided to remove my life-
support,” recalled Virali.

With years of therapy and hard 
work after a near-fatal condition that 
paralysed her neck down, she regained 
sensation and movement capabilities in 
the upper body and is currently working 
towards being able to walk without any 
support.

Hailed by her doctors as a “miracle”, 
Virali is now a motivational speaker 
delivering talks around the world, 
through which she emphasises on never 
giving up hope in life.

“I was always keen on modelling and 
acting since childhood. But I realised that 
my wheelchair is seen as a hindrance by 
many, as many casting directors would 
discourage me from pursuing it. But I 
overcame my fears to be the runner-up 
at the Miss Wheelchair India in 2014,” 
Virali added.

The stigma around disability in the 
country is “shattering, but very slowly”, 
she averred. “People are becoming aware 
that those with disabilities are fighting 
for their rights. But without mainstream 
media portraying the disabled, we can’t 
expect much to change. 

Why don’t we see disabled actors in 
our films?” she asked, as she pointed to 
the need to sensitise children in schools 
about disabilities. “I will keep raising my 
voice till I can contribute to making the 
country fully accessible,” resolved Virali.

(The weekly feature series is part of a 
positive-journalism project of IANS and 

the Frank Islam Foundation. Bhavana 
Akella can be contacted at bhavana.a@

ians.in)

Ernakulam in Kerala, and Chennai and 
Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu,” informed 
Virali, who is also a motivational speaker.

The portable ramps and aisle-
size foldable wheelchairs enable the 
wheelchair-bound to board the train and 
access the train toilets with minimum or 
almost no additional help.

“I’m also working with the railway 
officials in Mumbai to make its railway 
stations accessible. This was all possible 
without any government help. Imagine 
how much easier the life of those with 
disabilities in this country will be if 
the government was also keen on 
accessibility,” quipped Virali.

India is home to at least 26 million 
people with disabilities (according to 
the Ministry of Statistics data, 2016) and 
Indian Railways cannot continue to treat 
the disabled as “pieces of luggage”, she 
resolved.

“Many who read my petition were not 
sure if it was going to change anything, 
but my mother (Pallavi Modi) stood by 
me in my fight, along with thousands 
of people who actually wanted to work 
towards better infrastructure for the 

disabled.”
Virali, who currently works with 

Mumbai-based travel portal Enable 
Travel that curates holidays for people 
with all kinds of disabilities, dismisses 
any alternative terms for the disabled like 
“differently-abled” or “divyang” (divine 
body), a term used by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

“For a Prime Minister to use such 
terms is regressive and insensitive. Why 
do we Indians have to mask the disability 
and introduce new terms? The term 
might sound liberating to someone who 
is not disabled, but it covers up all the 
struggles we face to get through each 
day. Such terms need to be abolished,” 
she asserted.

“India needs to acknowledge the 
elephant in the room and call it a 
disability. As a country, we need to be 
more open about disabilities.”

The Prime Minister had also 
launched “Accessible India” campaign in 
2015 for achieving universal accessibility 
in the country.

“What has been achieved through 
the campaign over the last three years? 

T
he term “Bacha Posh” literally 
translated from the local Dari 
language means a “girl dressed 
like a boy”. There are families 
who bring up their daughters 

as sons and, once they reach puberty, 
the girls usually must return to being 
girls. Parents who have no sons prefer 
to convert one of their daughters into a 
Bacha Posh to raise their social standing. 
In a society where having a male child is 
of utmost importance and a matter of 
pride, Bacha Posh provides social relief.

The Bacha Posh is treated like any 
other male, but must unlearn her 
gender-defined identity on turning 17 
or 18. Her speech, her walk, her mobility 
outside the home, all these aspects have 
to change. It is a practice that dates back 
centuries, but it is not easy to accept nor 
is its provenance known.

In almost every era of history, there 
have been women who took on the role 
of men when being a woman became 
impossible to sustain. Jenny Nordberg 
argues that there were hundreds of 
women who lived as men between the 
16th and 19th centuries. 

Many were discovered to be women 
only when their bodies were carried 
off the battlefield. They took on a male 

identity for reasons similar to the Bacha 
Posh in Afghanistan today. Some needed 
to support themselves and their families. 
Others needed it to escape harsh 
traditional norms for women to get the 
freedom they sought.

As historians have documented, 
by the 19th century, in Europe, the 
frequency of women who dressed as 
men seemed to diminish. The reason 
was, “an increasingly organised society 
where various forms of civil registration 
such as border controls and mandatory 
medical examinations for soldiers made 
it more difficult for women to pass as 
men”.

There is a close link between gender 
and freedom. In Afghanistan, just as it 
is globally, freedom is a very important 
idea. Defining one’s gender becomes a 
concern only after freedom is achieved 
and Bacha Posh is a struggle for freedom.

According to the United Nations, 
Save the Children and the Thompson 
Reuters Foundation, Afghanistan is the 
worst country in the world to be born a 
girl, with the average life expectancy of a 
woman being 44 years. 

Being born a girl in Afghanistan is to be 
condemned to a half-life. At best, being a 
girl child is viewed with disappointment. 
At worst, it is a humiliation which calls 
for desperate measures, because having 
even one boy child is mandatory for good 

standing and reputation while no sons 
provokes contempt.

To overcome these hurdles, some 
Afghan families choose for their daughter 
to be Bacha Posh. The practice has 
existed right under the surface as a way 
to creatively buck a system of gender 
segregation, where being born a girl 
always required survival efforts and a 
resilience difficult to imagine.

There is deep gender division 
and gender-based discrimination, 
to which Bacha Posh can be a short-
term alternative. Being unaware of its 
future consequences, the girl suffers 
psychological trauma, identity crises and 
more.

It is hard for a country with harsh 
gender segregation to allow for such 
deviation, but this practice predates 
Islam in Afghanistan. Because of the 
prevalent “don’t ask, don’t tell” norm, 
each Afghan family will keep the secret of 
such a child to themselves, which is why 
there are no exact numbers on Bacha 
Posh in the country.

There are many reasons for Afghan 
families to pretend that their girls 
are boys. According to the New York 
Times, these are poverty and need for 
the girls to work outside home, social 
pressure to have sons and, in some cases, 
superstition that doing so can actually 
lead to the birth of a real boy.

It is not difficult to make a girl child 
a Bacha Posh. Just cut her hair and dress 
her in typical Afghan men’s clothing. 
There are no specific legal or religious 
proscriptions against the practice in 
Afghanistan.

Sons are more valued in Afghanistan, 
since tribal culture permits only sons to 
inherit the father’s wealth and pass down 
the family name; families without boys 
are the objects of pity and contempt.

A l t h o u g h  c r o s s - d r e s s i n g  i s 
something which people in most 
societies are not comfortable with, in 
Afghanistan it is one form of victimising 
women. For Afghan women, freedom 
has a very simple meaning: To avoid 
unwanted marriage and to be able to 
leave the house. Being a Bacha Posh is 
a price girl children pay for freedom; 
to study, to have a profession, to marry. 
However, while they initially gain some 
freedom, there is always the fear that 
their identity would be discovered, 
while the transition back to reality can 
leave a permanent psychological scar.

Bacha Posh is a struggle for a little 
freedom of girls in a highly patriarchal, 
male-dominated society.

(Zarifa Sabet works as a Gender 
Officer in Action Aid International, 

Afghanistan. The article is in special 
arrangement with South Asia Monitor)

Wish for Students Appeal For Fasting Day

The invincible: A Disabled Woman’s 
Relentless Fight For Accessibility

Where Girls Pretend To Be Boys: A Bittersweet Afghan Social Tradition

Bhavana Akella | IANS

Zarifa Sabet | IANS

Like a Little Child

Virali at Ernakulam Railway station in Kerala during the unveiling of portable ramps in the station.
Source: IANS
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Violeta Chamorro President of Nicaragua meets with former President Bush in the Oval Office at the White House in 1992. 
AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite

Will it rise tomorrow? Photo by Takahiro Fujita/Flickr
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Take your leader-
ship abilities to a new level, Aries. Gather some 
friends and plan a trip that you’ve long been 
considering but were reluctant to act on. Peo-
ple will naturally look to you for leadership and 

guidance, as you always seem to know how to keep things 
fun and positive. When it comes to your workplace, this 
might be a good time to ask for more responsibility - and 
a raise.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): There may be a 
stalemate when you’re unwilling to express 
your feelings, Taurus. You might automatically 
assume that things will go smoothly if you leave 

the decisions up to someone else. Unfortunately, that plan 
will likely backfire if the decision is made by someone who 
doesn’t necessarily have your best interests at heart. You 
may try to go back and reverse what has been done, thus 
fouling up the plan that has been set in motion.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Decisions don’t have 
to be as hard as you make them, Gemini. You 
may feel as if a strong force is pulling you in a 
clear direction, so don’t resist it. You’ll only drive 

yourself crazy trying to list all the reasons why you should 
or shouldn’t go the way you’re destined to go. Make things 
easier on yourself by going with the flow instead of letting 
your mind interfere with constant chatter and resistance.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Look at things from 
a more philosophical perspective, Cancer, instead 
of seeing everything from such an intensely emo-
tional one. You may have a constant fear that ev-
eryone is out to get you. More than likely, you’re 

blowing small instances out of proportion in your mind. Use 
your friends as a sounding board for your thoughts. More than 
likely, you’ll understand the situation better by introducing this 
fresh perspective.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): This is your day, Leo, so 
don’t waste it. Being the helpful, friendly person you 
are, you may find yourself catering to other people’s 
needs and desires. Some could see you as the good 

Samaritan who can offer advice with a friendly attitude. Be care-
ful of draining away all your energy on others. This day might 
be better spent by catering to you. Even though this seems self-
ish, you’ll love yourself for it.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Reward yourself for 
all the great things you’ve done for you and other 
people, Virgo. You deserve to be treated like royalty, 
so make sure that you do. There are many times 

when you get so critical of the things you do that you end up 
punishing yourself unnecessarily. Give yourself a treat for being 
good instead of chastising yourself for being bad. At all times, 
however, you must remember that you’re perfect just the way 
you are.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Put your wisdom into 
action, Libra. There is no good in accumulating 
knowledge and then letting it sit, collecting dust like 
an old book on a shelf. Put your thoughts into mo-
tion and watch as magical things begin to manifest 

before your eyes. You have incredible opportunities today that 
only come when you’re expressing yourself in your truest form. 
Wear something outlandish to remind yourself and others what 
an outrageous person you are.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  Enjoying the good 
times may be fun, but it may also get you into trou-
ble down the road, Scorpio. Be careful of spend-
ing all your resources on pleasure without setting 

something aside for leaner times. The company you keep could 
encourage your self-destructive behaviors. Since they know 
you’ll always be in for a good time, you could get swept away 
by the energy of the crowd. Better to stick close to those who 

support healthier habits.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  The surge of 
power within you is going to let others know that 
you mean business, Sagittarius. Make good use of 

this fantastic boost of energy by conquering your own goals 
and demons instead of using it to wage war on anyone else. 
Other people should know to get out of your way when you 
have your mind set on doing something. If they don’t, politely 
ask them to move instead of steamrolling over them.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Be more adven-
turous than usual, Capricorn. Feel free to take a trip 
somewhere without bringing a map or having any 
specific destination in mind. The sheer excitement 

of the unknown should thrill and enthuse you, not frighten and 
confuse. Your enjoyment of the situation has to do with your at-
titude toward it. You may not be able to control the hand you’re 
dealt, but you can certainly control how you play it.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You might find 
yourself in a difficult situation when faced with a 
person who doesn’t necessarily approve of how 
you’re handling yourself, Aquarius. It could be that 
someone misinterpreted one of your offhand re-

marks, and now is violently overreacting. Be careful of shooting 
back caustic remarks that could only aggravate the situation 
and elevate it to a damaging level. Your words will be taken 
more seriously than you think.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  Your interest in cer-
tain off-the-wall topics may be encouraged when 
you’re engaged in a conversation with someone 
who shares similar thoughts, Pisces. Perhaps you 

exchange ideas about UFOs and life on other planets. Sud-
denly you’re looking at your life as if you were a character in a 
science-fiction novel. Exchange books and other literature with 
those of a similar mindset. You may not be the only one who 
thinks there is a conspiracy against them.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

William M. LeoGrande | The Conversation

“T
hey have no damn right,” former 
Vice President Joe Biden said on 
Feb. 16, denouncing Russia’s inter-
ference in the 2016 U.S. presiden-
tial election.

“It’s our sovereign right to be able to conduct our 
elections unfettered. Period.”

Biden spoke for many Americans who are indig-
nant over the mounting evidence of a multifaceted 
effort by the Kremlin to sow discord among Ameri-
cans and tilt the election in favor of Donald Trump.

There is some irony to this. The United States has 
been covertly interfering in other nations’ politics – 
including elections – for at least three-quarters of a 
century. It still does today. Latin America, the focus of  
my own research, has been a frequent target.

Rather then using Facebook and Twitter to cre-
ate make-believe organizations, the CIA organized 
front groups. Rather than creating bots to spread fake 
news, the CIA bribed foreign journalists, financed for-
eign newspapers and set up false flag radio stations. 
The disruptive goals of information warfare have not 
changed over the decades, only the technology has.

Here are just a few of the most notorious exam-
ples of U.S. election meddling.

The CIA’s ‘Mighty Wurlitzer’
The origins of Washington’s political warfare – known 
then as psychological operations, or psy-ops – trace 
back to the beginning of the Cold War.

The U.S. feared that Western European Commu-
nist parties would ascend to power by winning elec-
tions. One of the very first covert actions by the CIA’s 
new operational wing, directed by Frank Wisner, was 
a concerted effort to prevent the Italian Communist 
Party from winning the 1948 election. Washington 
funneled several million dollars to the conservative, 
pro-American Christian Democrats.

Former CIA officer F. Mark Wyatt explained, “We 
had bags of money that we delivered to selected poli-
ticians, to defray their expenses, their campaign ex-
penses, for posters, for pamphlets, what have you.”

Whether the CIA’s support made the difference 
or not, Washington interpreted the Christian Demo-
crats’ victory as a huge success. The agency used it 
as proof of concept for a model of political manipu-
lation that the CIA continued to employ in Italy for 

the next several decades and replicated around the 
world.

Wisner built a network of foreign journalists, 
newspapers and magazines known officially as the 
Propaganda Assets Inventory. Wisner liked to call it 
his “Mighty Wurlitzer,” after Wurlitzer-brand organs. 
It was a propaganda instrument so powerful, it could 
play any tune to audiences worldwide.

Applying the Italian model in Latin America
The CIA sought to replicate its Italian success in 
Chile. In the 1960s, Chile, like Italy, had formidable 
socialist and communist parties contending for elec-
toral power. The CIA began funding Chile’s Christian 
Democrats in 1962, helping them win a narrow vic-
tory over socialist Salvador Allende in 1964.

In 1970, a socialist-communist coalition led by 
Allende won the presidential election. The United 
States escalated its covert support for the opposition, 
including the far right, encouraging political polari-

zation and violence. This set the stage for Chile’s 1973 
military coup in which Allende died. A linchpin of the 
CIA’s political war against Allende was Chile’s main 
newspaper, El Mercurio, which attacked Allende’s 
government without respite, spreading disinforma-
tion.

A decade later, the CIA enlisted La Prensa, Nica-
ragua’s main newspaper, to play a similar role in a 
covert war to overthrow the Sandinista leftist govern-
ment. As in Chile, the CIA funneled funds to a wide 
variety of opposition political parties, private sector 
groups and voluntary organizations – not to mention 
creating a counterrevolutionary paramilitary army, 
the “contras,” in neighboring Honduras. The Reagan 
administration’s funding of the contras in defiance of 
a congressional ban led to the Iran-contra scandal.

In 1990, the CIA brokered an agreement among 
the Sandinistas’ disparate opponents to support 
Violeta Chamorro of the National Opposition Unity 
party for president. The CIA funded her successful 

S
ay, for instance, that you believe 
you have a pain in your back or 
that there is a computer screen in 
front of you. What are the justifica-
tions for these beliefs? For the pain 

in your back, the justification is via intro-
spection: you turn your attention inwards 
and realise that you have that pain. For the 
computer in front of you, it is because of 
perception: your visual sensations provide 
the justification. There are other kinds of 
justification, too, such as testimony. We 
believe that the Earth is about 4.5 billion 
years old and that it revolves about the Sun 
because of what science tells us. And ulti-
mately that scientific testimony gives us 
reason to believe the things that science 
asserts only if it is founded on perception, 
that is, on empirical evidence. Memory is a 
fourth source of justification but, like tes-
timony, it seems derivative. I can remem-
ber seeing something, someone telling me 
something, or proving the Pythagorean 
theorem when I was young. But that means 
there must have been some other source of 
justification at the time of the event that I 
remember if my memory is going to pro-
vide justification now.

There is another kind of justification, 
that ultimately founds all of our justified 
beliefs. It is called a priori. What is your jus-
tification in believing that 2 + 2 = 4? You are 
justified because you understand the con-
cepts involved. You understand what all the 
terms in that simple sum mean and that, 
as a result, the sum of two and two is four. 
Philosophers call that sort of justification a 
priori justification, and describe it as justifi-
cation independent of experience.

But how could there be such justifica-
tion? Isn’t all justification dependent on 
experience? No one is born with innate 
knowledge of anything. What philosophers 
mean is that a priori justification is inde-

pendent of any experience beyond what is 
required to possess the concepts involved 
in the proposition believed. Sure, we need 
experience to acquire the concepts ‘two’, 
‘plus’, ‘equals’ and ‘four’ but, once we have 
them, no further experience is required 
for us to be justified in believing that 2 + 2 
= 4. Or take the statement ‘red is a colour’. 
The same goes for needing experience to 
acquire the concepts ‘red’ and ‘colour’ but, 
once we have these concepts, we need no 
further experience to be justified in believ-
ing that, indeed, red is a colour.

Philosophers use the term ‘intuition’ in 
a slightly different sense than it is used in 
everyday discourse. Generally speaking, the 
difference is that philosophical intuitions 
are based solely on understanding a propo-
sition, while non-philosophical intuitions 
are not. If a proposition seems true to you 
simply on the basis of your understand-
ing of it, and not on the basis of empirical 
evidence, testimony, memory or reason-
ing, then you are having an intuition in a 
philosophical sense that it is true. ‘Red is a 
colour’ seems true to you solely on the ba-
sis of your understanding that proposition. 
That seeming true is a philosophical intui-
tion, and it is what justifies you in believing 
that red is a colour. Many, but not all, phi-
losophers hold that a priori justification is 
based on philosophical intuitions.

In his book Thinking, Fast and Slow 
(2011), Daniel Kahneman discusses the bi-
ases, that is, the systematic errors, of intui-
tion. But by ‘intuition’ he means something 
like the quick and automatic judgment 
someone makes about something, some-
times on the basis of a ‘gut feeling’. This is 
not what philosophers mean by ‘intuitions’, 
which are non-inferential but can come 
after much thought about a topic, and are 
based on understanding the proposition 
that is their object. So Kahneman’s critique 
of intuition, like many other critiques of in-
tuition, is beside the point when it comes to 
what philosophers mean by ‘intuition’.

footprints we observe, either by the princi-
ple of induction or by the principle of IBE. 
We are justified in believing that some de-
fendant is guilty of some crime because the 
hypothesis that he committed the crime 
best explains all the evidence presented at 
trial.

A priori justification is also the basis of 
our fundamental moral beliefs. We are jus-
tified in believing that it is wrong to torture 
children for the fun of it because we have an 
a priori intuition that it is: it seems wrong 
based on our understanding of the concept 
‘wrong’. Some people are utilitarians and 
think that what we should do is what will 
produce the best consequences. But sup-
pose we can save five people in desperate 
need of a vital organ only if we kill, and then 
cut up, an innocent person and harvest his 
organs to save the five? Imagine that trans-
plant surgery has been perfected so that 
there is no worry that the organs will fail or 
be rejected. Imagine, also, that no one will 
be caught if the plan is executed. Suppose, 
further, that all six people are good people 
with loved ones, friends, similar jobs, etc. 
Most people have the philosophical intui-
tion that it would be wrong to kill the one 
and harvest his organs to save the five. So 
fundamental moral principles and theories 
can receive justification, and be refuted, 
through a priori means. Because our moral 
reasoning in everyday situations always in-
volves at least implicit appeal to fundamen-
tal moral principles, and the justification 
of those fundamental moral principles is a 
priori, the justification of all of our moral 
beliefs rests partly on a priori justification.

Some of our beliefs are justified, some 
are not. Some of them are about ourselves, 
some about the world, and some about 
what we should or should not do. But, in the 
end, all of our justified beliefs are ultimately 
based on a priori justification.

Bruce Russell  is professor of philosophy 
at Wayne State University in Michigan.

You might think that a priori justifica-
tion is limited to trivial propositions such 
as ‘red is a colour’ or ‘all bachelors are un-
married males’, or to mathematics, but that 
would be a mistake. I assume that everyone 
believes that the Sun will rise tomorrow, or 
more precisely, that the Earth will rotate on 
its axis once again. But that belief is based 
on a more basic assumption that often is 
not made explicit. One version of the prin-
ciple of induction says: if all observed As 
have been Bs, then it is reasonable to be-
lieve that all As are Bs, and that the next 
A we observe will be a B. For many years, 
people have observed the Sun go down and 
then rise in the morning. So the principle 
of induction allows us to conclude that it is 
reasonable to believe that the Sun will rise 
tomorrow. But what justifies us in believing 
the principle of induction? Because we un-
derstand the concept justification, we have 
a philosophical intuition that it is true and 
that intuition provides the justification. So 
the principle of induction is justified a pri-
ori. If we weren’t justified in accepting it, we 
wouldn’t be justified in our beliefs that im-

plicitly rely on it.
Here is another example from science. 

We are justified in believing that the Uni-
verse began with a Big Bang about 14 billion 
years ago. Why are we justified in believing 
that? Well, because it is based on the more 
basic assumption that if some hypothesis 
is the best explanation of what we observe, 
then we are justified in accepting that hy-
pothesis. Call this assumption the principle 
of inference to the best explanation (IBE). 
What justifies us in believing IBE? The same 
thing that justifies us in accepting the prin-
ciple of induction. Because we understand 
the concept justification, we have a philo-
sophical intuition that IBE is true and that 
intuition provides the justification. As with 
induction, if we were not justified in ac-
cepting IBE, we would not be justified in 
our beliefs that implicitly rely on it.

All of our justified everyday empirical 
and scientific beliefs are justified either be-
cause they rest on the principle of induction 
or on the principle of IBE. We are justified in 
believing that someone recently walked at 
the water’s edge on the basis of the human 

Washington Has Meddled in Elections Before

Philosophical Intuition: Just What is ‘A Priori’ Justification?

campaign.
In neighboring El Salvador, politics had also be-

come polarized between the far right and revolution-
ary left. U.S. financial backing was indispensable 
in keeping the Christian Democratic Party viable 
throughout the 1980s. Its leader, Jose Napoleon Du-
arte, was a paid CIA informant. The agency helped 
fund his unsuccessful 1982 election campaign for 
provisional president, to be selected by a new Con-
stituent Assembly. He was defeated by the notorious 
death squad organizer and far right leader Roberto 
D’Aubuisson. However, the U.S. Embassy deprived 
D’Aubuisson of the presidency by threatening to cut 
military aid if the armed forces allowed him to take 
office. The military then installed a president of their 
own choosing, Alvaro Magana. Duarte ran again in 
1984, with the CIA’s support, and won.

Since the Cold War era, Washington has adapted 
its approach for the digital age. For example, in 2014, 
the Associated Press reported that the United States 
had created two social networking apps, ZunZuneo 
and Piramideo, which it distributed to Cubans free 
of charge in order to create a channel for distributing 
anti-government mesages.

What makes political warfare possible?
The cases in which the CIA’s money and propaganda, 
what today people often refer to as “fake news,” suc-
cessfully tipped the electoral scales all have one thing 
in common: The CIA was able to find eager partners 
among local elites. These elites were willing to col-
lude with a foreign power in order to gain the upper 
hand over domestic opponents.

Polarization in the target countries was so intense 
that people could rationalize behavior that might 
otherwise be regarded as treasonous. They saw it as 
a lesser evil than allowing their opponents to prevail.

Sound familiar? Now, the United States has be-
come the target country, with our elections under at-
tack. Facebook and Twitter are scrambling to control 
the proliferation of Russian bots and fake news. But 
I believe it is the polarization of American politics 
that has created an environment in which people be-
lieve the most fantastic lies demonizing their fellow 
Americans. This has made the U.S. vulnerable to the 
techniques of foreign manipulation that the U.S. so 
often inflicted on others.

(William M. LeoGrande Professor of Govern-
ment, American University)
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Staff Selection Commission (SSC) aspirants display placards as they 
stage a protest over the alleged paper-leak of its examination, in 
front of Staff Selection Commission office, in Allahabad on Monday.

PTI

Locals stand around the vehicle that was hit during a shoot-out at Pahoo in Shopian district of south 
Kashmir on Monday.

Lalu Prasad

Nirmala Sitharaman

Sitaram Yechury

Kashmir on boil as six killed in gunfight LS adjourns amid protests 
over PNB scam, other issues

We need ideals for country’s development, not leaders — Yechury INX Media case: SC to hear Karti’s fresh plea on today

Rajnath confirms CBI probe into SSC test ‘paper leak’

Mamata reaches out to Stalin, 
party says unity move ‘on track’

Lalu’s 4th fodder scam case: Court 
to deliver judgment on March 15

Cannot compare Rafale deal with 126 MMRCA proposal — Sitharaman 

Srinagar, Mar. 5 (IANS): 
Hundreds of people, in-
cluding some gun-toting 
militants, on Monday 
attended the funeral of 
a slain Lashkar-e-Taiba 
commander in south 
Kashmir despite authori-
ties restricting people’s 
movement and internet 
curfew clamped across 
the Kashmir Valley, a day 
after four civilians and two 
insurgents were killed in a 
shootout with the Army.

Dozens of clashes 
involving stone-pelting 
erupted in Shopian as 
people came out on the 
streets to protest alleged 
civilian deaths in the south 
Kashmir district on Sun-
day evening.

While the security 
forces claim that all those 
killed were militants or 
their over-ground work-
ers, separatist leaders and 
locals alleged that four of 
them were civilians.

The deaths on Sunday 
evening occurred after a 
militant travelling in a car 
attacked an Indian Army’s 
mobile vehicle checkpost 

near Pahnoo village in 
Shopian district, some 60 
km south of Srinagar.

Four persons were 
confirmed dead on Sun-
day night and two more 
bodies were recovered on 
Monday morning, police 
said. Police said they re-
covered the bullet-ridden 
body of Lashkar-e-Taiba 

militant Ashiq Hussain 
Bhat at Saidpora area in 
Shopian, about six km 
from the firing spot. He 
was missing since Novem-
ber 13, 2017.

“Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests that Bhat’s 
death was part of Sunday’s 
gunfight in Pahnoo village. 
Further investigation is 

on,” a police officer said.
The body of a civilian, 

Gowhar Ahmad Lone, 24, 
was also found on Monday 
morning, some 250 metres 
away from the gunfight 
site.

Chief Minister Meh-
booba Mufti said she was 
“deeply distressed by more 
deaths of civilians caught 

in the crossfire in Shopian” 
and expressed her “heart-
felt condolences to the 
deceased’s families”.

Separatist leaders Syed 
Ali Geelani, Mirwaiz Umar 
Farooq and Yasin Malik 
called for a valley-wide 
protest shutdown against 
the killings.

Fearing street protests, 
the authorities imposed 
restrictions in parts of Sri-
nagar city and south Kash-
mir region. Internet con-
nectivity in south Kashmir 
was suspended while its 
speed was curbed at other 
places in the Valley.

The State Public Serv-
ice Commission ordered 
the cancellation of Mon-
day’s civil services exams 
in the state. All university 
and school board exams 
scheduled on Monday 
were postponed. 

People thronged Ka-
pran village of Shopian to 
participate in the funeral 
of Lashkar commander 
Ashiq Hussain Bhat. Half a 
dozen militants were also 
seen offering the congre-
gational Nimaz-e-Janaza 

of the slain commander. 
The militants then fired 
in the air to honour their 
dead colleague.

Protests also broke out 
in neighbouring Anantnag 
and Pulwama districts, 
north Kashmir’s Bandi-
pora district and Badgam 
in central Kashmir where 
youths clashed with the 
security forces.

Jammu and Kashmir 
Liberation Front chief 
Malik was arrested from 
here on Monday during a 
protest march against the 
killings.

Police intercepted the 
Malik-led protest march 
and took the separatist 
leader and some of his 
supporters into custody.

Speaking to media per-
sons, Malik said: “It is the 
MLAs of the state who are 
responsible for the killings 
of these civilians.

“The Army has been 
given a free hand as no 
effort has been made by 
the so-called law mak-
ers of the state to repeal 
the Armed Forces Special 
Powers Act (AFSPA).”

New Delhi, Mar. 5 (PTI): 
The Lok Sabha today was 
adjourned till noon fol-
lowing vociferous protests 
by Opposition members 
over the Punjab Nation-
al Bank fraud and other 
issues while those from 
NDA ally TDP continued 
to raise their demand for 
a special package to And-
hra Pradesh. Soon after 
Speaker Sumitra Mahajan 
made obituary references, 
members from the Con-
gress, TRS and other par-
ties as well as from the TDP 
trooped into the Well rais-
ing various issues.

This was the first day 
the House met after the re-
cess of the Budget session.

Before the start of pro-
ceedings, BJP members 
were seen clapping when 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi walked into the 
House. With folded hands, 
Modi greeted the members 
as well as those in the Op-
position benches.

As the BJP and its al-
lies captured power in the 
three North Eastern states, 

many of the saffron party 
MPs were seen wearing 
Assamese ‘gamosa’.

Holding placards, Con-
gress members trooped 
into the Well raising the 
issue of Punjab National 
Bank scam. Trinamool 
Congress members too 
were seeking to raise the 
same matter.

The Congress demand-
ed a reply from the Prime 
Minister on the wherea-
bouts of Nirav Modi, one 
of the alleged kingpins of 
the Rs 12,700 crore fraud at 
Punjab National Bank.

TDP members stood in 
the Well demanding spe-
cial package for Andhra 
Pradesh while those from 
the TRS sought increase 
in reservation quota in Te-
langana.

As the protests contin-
ued, Mahajan adjourned 
the proceedings till noon.

Obituary references 
were made for four former 
members -- Rudolph Ro-
drigues, Kamla Prasad 
Singh, Khagen Das and 
Kumari Farida Topno.

Kolkata, Mar. 5 (IANS): 
CPI-M General Secretary 
Sitaram Yechury on Mon-
day said the country needs 
strong ideals instead of 
leaders and urged party 
activists to create an alter-
native force on the basis 
of these principles to de-
throne the BJP govern-
ment at the Centre.

He also urged the ac-
tivists to reinforce the peo-
ple’s movement across the 
country for freedom from 
the ongoing oppression by 
the ruling party.

“We need ideals for 
the development of the 
country, not leaders. We 
have to create an alterna-
tive to the current gov-
ernment at the Centre on 
the basis of alternative 
policies in order to re-
move them from power,” 
Yechury said after inau-
gurating the party’s 25th 
state conference here.

“If we do not work 
towards strengthening 
the people’s movement 
against the rulers of this 
country, we would neither 

be able to free ourselves 
from the ongoing oppres-
sion nor provide a better 
way of life to our present 
and future generations,” 
he pointed out.

Claiming that the eco-
nomic and social oppres-
sion is on the rise in the 
country, Yechury said the 
current government must 
stop the looting of assets 
to address the issues of 
unemployment, need for 
agricultural reforms and 
the development of infra-
structure.

“There is no dearth 
of resources in the coun-

try at present. But the re-
sources are being looted. 
The poor is being made 
poorer while the rich is 
being made even richer. 
The economic and social 
oppression is growing in 
the country every day,” 
Yechury alleged.

“If the government 
stops these resources 
from getting looted and 
use it for the betterment 
of people, then it would be 
able to solve the problems 
in the agricultural sector, 
provide employment to 
the unemployed youths 
and develop the necessary 

infrastructure within the 
country,” he said.

Hailing Bengal’s con-
tribution in the country’s 
communist movement, 
the left leader said the 
onus on the left leaders 
and activists in the state 
is to strengthen its ground 
and find a way to take the 
movement forward as the 
communist movement 
cannot go ahead in the 
country without Bengal’s 
participation.

“It is going to be the 
22nd party congress in the 
country this year but in 
Bengal it is the 25th state 
conference of CPI-M. This 
shows that the communist 
movement started in Ben-
gal earlier than it started in 
the country.

“It has been proven 
that without Bengal’s par-
ticipation, the leftist move-
ment cannot go ahead in 
this country. It is time for 
all of us get united to rein-
force that fact once again 
that the leftist leadership 
is needed in the country,” 
he added.

New Delhi, Mar. 5 (PTI): The Su-
preme Court will tomorrow hear a 
fresh plea from Karti Chidambaram, 
son of former Union minister P 
Chidambaram, seeking quashing of 
the Enforcement Directorate’s sum-
mons against him in the INX Media 
corruption case.

In his fresh writ petition, Karti 
Chidambaram has challenged the 
summons on the ground that the 
ED has no jurisdiction to issue such 
notices based on the FIR lodged by 
the CBI.

The plea was mentioned today 
by his counsel before a bench com-
prising Chief Justice Dipak Misra 
and Justices A M Khanwilkar and D Y 
Chandrachud, which agreed to hear 
it along with related pending matters 
scheduled for hearing tomorrow.

The top court had on February 
23 refused to stay the summons is-
sued by the ED against Karti -- who 
is presently in CBI custody in the 
INX Media money laundering case 

-- after the CBI said he was “not a 
common criminal” and his plea for 
quashing the notice was “a guise for 
an anticipatory bail plea”.

However, the top court had asked 
Karti to request the competent 
authority to postpone the ED sum-
mons seeking his appearance.

The bench had listed the matter 
for hearing on March 6 after senior 
advocate Kapil Sibal, who had ap-
peared for Karti, sought time to file a 
proper application to challenge the 
ED proceedings.

The ED had registered a case 
against him and others in May last 
year. It registered an Enforcement 
Case Information Report (ECIR), 
the ED’s equivalent of a police FIR, 
against the accused named in a CBI 
complaint. These included Karti 
Chidambaram, INX Media and its di-
rectors, Peter and Indrani Mukerjea.

An FIR, filed on May 15 last year, 
had alleged irregularities in the For-
eign Investment Promotion Board 

(FIPB) clearance to INX Media for 
receiving Rs 305 crore in overseas 
funds in 2007 when P Chidambaram 
was Union finance minister.

The apex court was hearing pleas, 
including the CBI’s appeal, challeng-
ing the Madras High Court order 
staying a lookout circular (LOC) 
issued against Karti Chidambaram.

The CBI had on September 1 last 
year said there were “good, cogent” 
reasons for issuing the LOC.

The Chidambarams have denied 
all the charges made against them.

Earlier, a single judge bench 
of the Madras High Court had 
stayed the LOC issued against Karti 
Chidambaram and others in the 
graft case. Later, the apex court con-
sidered the CBI appeal and stayed 
the operation of the high court order 
staying the LOC.

The Supreme Court, however, 
has kept to itself another batch of 
petitions relating to registration of 
FIR in the corruption case.

New Delhi, Mar. 5 (IANS): 
Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh on Mon-
day confirmed that a CBI 
probe has been ordered 
into the alleged Staff Se-
lection Commission (SSC) 
paper leak case, over 
which hundreds of job 
aspirants are picketing 
the Commission’s office 
for days.

Speaking to reporters 
outside the Parliament, 
Singh said the govern-

ment has accepted the 
demand of the protesting 
candidates and a probe 
by the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) has 
been ordered into the al-
leged leak of papers in 
the Combined Graduate 
Level (Tier-II) Examina-
tion 2017, held from Feb-
ruary 17 to 22.

Staff Selection Com-
mission (SSC) Chairman 
Ashim Khurana had also 
conveyed as much in a 

New Delhi, Mar. 5 (PTI): Amid a fresh 
unity bid by the Opposition to take 
on the BJP, the Trinamool Congress 
today said its chief Mamata Banerjee 
had reached out to DMK working 
president M K Stalin for co-ordina-
tion in and outside Parliament.

Banerjee has taken a lead in de-
feating the BJP by talking to ‘federal’ 
parties. “We are on track”, TMC Rajya 
Sabha member Derek O’Brien said.

After calling up TRS chief K Chan-
drasekhar Rao, Banerjee held tel-
ephonic conversation with Stalin, 
O’Brien said, adding there was “good 
coordination” between TRS, TDP, SP, 
BSP, TMC and DMK in Parliament on 
various issues today.

His remarks came in the back-
drop of Banerjee again pitching for 
regional parties to come together to 
take on the BJP after the results of 
assembly elections in Tripura, Meg-
halaya and Nagaland.

Responding to a question, 
O’Brien rejected the suggestion that 
the Congress has been “excluded” 
from the grouping Mamata Banerjee 
is working on.

He said the West Bengal chief 
minister also spoke with Shiv Sena 
Uddhav Thackeray. The two leaders 
had been in touch with each other. 
Though it is part of the governments 
in Maharashtra and at the Centre, 
Sena has been critical of the BJP and 
its leadership.

The Lok Sabha saw frequent 
disruptions today following vocifer-
ous protests by opposition members 
over the Punjab National Bank fraud 
and other issues while MPs of NDA 
ally TDP continued to raise their de-
mand for a special package to Andhra 
Pradesh.

Soon after Speaker Sumitra Ma-
hajan made obituary references, 
members from the Congress, TRS 

and other parties as well as from the 
TDP trooped into the Well raising var-
ious issues. O’ Brien said that during 
her nearly 12-minute conversation, 
Banerjee told Stalin that a good show 
by the TMC and the DMK in West 
Bengal and Tamil Nadu respectively 
would mean a block of nearly 75 MPs 
in Parliament.

A day after he announced his en-
try into national politics, Telangana 
Rashtra Samiti supremo K Chan-
drasekhar Rao had received support 
from various political leaders, includ-
ing Banerjee.

“From morning, I have been 
receiving many calls from various 
places in India. This afternoon West 
Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee called 
me and said that I have taken the 
right decision and she will be sup-
porting me and that we will go for-
ward together,” Rao had said a couple 
of days ago.

Ranchi, Mar. 5 (IANS): 
The hearing in a fourth 
m u l t i - m i l l i o n  r u p e e 
fodder scam involving 
former Bihar Chief Min-
ister and RJD Chief Lalu 
Yadav concluded here on 
Monday in a special CBI 
court, which fixed March 
15 as the date for deliver-
ing its judgment.

The case relates to 
fraudulent withdrawals 
Rs 13.13 crore from De-
cember 1995 to January 
1996 from the Dumka 
treasury. 

Besides Lalu Prasad, 
another former Chief 
M i n i s t e r,  J a g g a n t h 
Mishra, and 30 others are 
also accused in this case.

Lalu Prasad was con-
victed in the first case in 
2013 and was awarded 
five years imprisonment.

He was convicted by 
a special CBI court in the 
second case on December 
23, 2017 and awarded 
three-and-a-half-years 

New Delhi, Mar. 5 (PTI): 
The cost of 36 Rafale jets, 
being procured from 
France, cannot be “directly 
compared” with the origi-
nal proposal to buy 126 
combat aircraft during the 
UPA government as “deliv-
erables” were significantly 
different in the two cases, 
Defence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman said today.

Replying to questions 
relating to the Rafale deal 
in Rajya Sabha, she also 
said that EADS, the con-
sortium of four European 
aviation companies, had 
submitted “unsolicited 
offers on November 14, 
2011 and July 5, 2014, after 
opening of the commer-
cial bids for the procure-
ment”.

The then UPA govern-
ment had floated a tender 
in 2007 for purchase of 126 
medium multi-role com-
bat aircraft (MMRCA) for 
the Indian Air Force and, 
post negotiations, Das-
sault Aviation’s Rafale and 
and EADS’s Eurofighter Ty-
phoon -- remained in the 
reckoning. However, the 

message on Sunday, in 
which he spoke of “recom-
mending” to the Depart-
ment of Personnel and 
Training to conduct an 
inquiry into all the allega-
tions. 

The protesters, how-
ever, who are assembled at 
the CGO Complex on Lo-
dhi Road, where the Com-
mission’s office is housed, 
seemed unconvinced at 
the assurance and despite 
the order, they have not 
vacated the place yet. 

An SSC aspirant told 
IANS that the assurance 
of probe by the top in-
vestigation agency in this 
matter is not enough and 
there are many other is-
sues which remain to be 
sorted out. 

“There are many other 
examinees who are pro-
testing with us over many 
other past discrepancies 
in the conduct of the ex-
aminations... This is a big 
protest, there are so many 
people...we just cannot 
disperse in a moment. If 
they want us to go then 
they will have to come to 
us and talk to us here,” 

Umesh Yadav, a protester, 
said. 

The job aspirants are 
protesting since February 
27 over an alleged paper 
leak which came to light 
during the examination 
on February 21. A probe 
by the CBI and stay on 
upcoming examination 
till the probe is over are 
two of the their main de-
mands.

The candidates have 
also alleged a foul play in 
the way exams are con-
ducted by the private ven-
dor -- since the start of on-
line examinations -- and 
said that the commission 
has failed to address their 
complaints regarding soft-
ware and other grievances 
with the vendor a number 
of times in the past.

With respect to the pri-
vate vendor, they have also 
complained of instances 
of sub-contracting the 
conduct of exams, cheat-
ing via remote access at 
the exam centres and de-
puting of unverified per-
sonnel, who are “gener-
ally” non-SSC officials, to 
invigilate the exams.

imprisonment on Janu-
ary 6. He was convicted 
in a third case on January 
24 related to fraudulent 
withdrawals from Chai-
basa treasury and was 
awarded a five-year term.

He now faces another 
two cases -- one in Ranchi 
and one in Patna.

The multi-million ru-
pee fodder scam had sur-

faced in the 1990s when 
Lalu Yadav was the Chief 
Minister of undivided 
Bihar. The probe was 
handed over to CBI on 
the directive of the Patna 
High Court.

The bulk of the cas-
es were transferred to 
Ranchi after Jharkhand 
was carved out from Bihar 
in 2000.

deal could not be finalised 
by the UPA regime.

“M/s DA (Dassault 
Aviation) was determined 
as L1 (lowest bidder) 
based on Total Cost of Ac-
quisition (TCA). The cost 
of 36 Rafale aircraft can-
not be directly compared 
to the cost of original 126 
MMRCA proposal as de-
liverables are significantly 
different,” Sitharaman 
said.

The defence minister 
did not give a direct reply 
to a question on whether 
the costs under the Das-

sault Aviation’s response 
to the RFP (request for 
proposal) were reconsid-
ered in 2015 or at any other 
time.

“M/s EADS had sub-
mitted unsolicited offers 
on November 14, 2011 
and July 5,2014. The un-
solicited offers of M/s 
EADS were received prior 
to withdrawal of RFP on 
June 24, 2015,” she said.

The Congress has 
been attacking the gov-
ernment over the Rafale 
issue, claiming that the 
deal negotiated under its 

rule was much cheaper 
then the contract signed 
by the Modi government 
to procure 36 Rafale fighter 
jets from France at a cost 
of Rs 58,000 crore.

I n d i a  h a d  i n k e d 
an inter-governmental 
agreement with France 
in September 2016 for 
procurement of 36 Ra-
fale fighter jets at a cost of 
around Rs 58,000 crore, 
nearly one-and-a-half 
years after Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi an-
nounced the proposal 
during a visit to Paris.

The Congress has also 
been demanding details 
of the deal, including per 
aircraft price, but the gov-
ernment has refused to 
share them, citing confi-
dentiality provisions of a 
2008 Indo-France pact.

Alleging corruption, 
the Congress has been 
asking the government 
whether the per aircraft 
price of Rafale, accord-
ing to international bids 
opened on December 12, 
2012, comes to USD 80.95 
million (Rs 526.1 crore) as 

against negotiated price 
of USD 241.66 Million (Rs 
1,570.8 crore) for the 36 
jets.

O f f i c i a l  s o u r c e s 
claimed the original deal 
to procure 126 fighter jet 
could not go through dur-
ing the UPA rule despite 
reaching the final stage 
due to an intervention by 
the then defence minis-
ter A K Antony as he felt 
something wrong in the 
process.

They said the govern-
ment selected Rafale for 
procurement of the 36 
fighter jets not because of 
the price arrived at during 
the UPA tenure but due to 
the “overarching” assess-
ment of the jet.

The Congress had also 
claimed that Qatar had 
purchased 12 Rafale fight-
er jets in November 2017 
for USD 108.33 million per 
aircraft (Rs 694.80 crore), 
noting that the per aircraft 
rate at which the Gulf na-
tion was buying the jet 
was much lower than the 
rate at which India would 
procure them.
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Pakistan Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, second left, is received 
by Nepalese Minister for Finance Yuvaraj Khatiwada upon arrival at 
the airport in Kathmandu, Nepal, Monday, March 5, 2018. 

Donald Trump

Angela Merkel

First aid convoy enters Syria’s Eastern 
Ghouta after intense bombing North Korea’s Kim Jong-un 

meets South Korean envoys

Merkel welcomes SDP vote for coalition deal

Pak PM Abbasi arrives 
in Nepal; meets Oli

Israeli media: Close Netanyahu aide turns state witness Iran’s missile 
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Damascus, Mar. 5 (IANS): 
A humanitarian aid convoy 
on Monday entered for the 
first time in over two weeks 
the besieged rebel-held 
area of Eastern Ghouta on 
the outskirts of Syria’s capi-
tal, following intensified 
bombing by Syrian govern-
ment forces that has killed 
over 700 people.

The convoy success-
fully arrived in Douma, the 
largest city in the Eastern 
Ghouta region, with 46 
truckloads of health and 
food supplies, the UN Of-
fice for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs in 
Syria said on Twitter.

“The UN and Red Cres-
cent are entering Douma 
in Eastern Ghouta with 
health and nutrition sup-
plies, along with food for 
27,500 people in need,” the 
OCHA said on its account.

However, the OCHA 
also stated that “many life-
saving health supplies were 
not allowed to be loaded” 
into the convoy by the Syr-
ian government.

A World Health Organi-
sation spokesman, Tarik 
Jasarevic, said that Syrian 
authorities had removed 

various medical supplies 
from the UN convoy before 
it was allowed into Eastern 
Ghouta.

The Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights (SOHR), 
a United Kingdom-based 
war monitor, said that the 
Syrian Army and its allies 
continued to advance into 
Eastern Ghouta despite the 
entry of the aid convoy.

The SOHR added that 
unidentified aircraft had 
bombed different parts of 
the rebel-controlled area, 
but did not list the con-
voy’s destination, Douma, 
among the targeted loca-
tions.

The war monitor said 
that pro-government forc-
es appeared to be trying to 
cut the rebel-held area into 
two sections, and that there 
had been widespread civil-
ian displacement ahead of 
the government’s advance.

A spokesperson for the 
International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross, Ingy 
Sedky, told Efe news that 
the distribution of assist-
ance was a “positive first 
step to reduce the suffering 
of civilians in the area”, but 
stressed that humanitarian 

organizations needed con-
tinuous access to Eastern 
Ghouta. Since February 18, 
Eastern Ghouta has been 
heavily bombed by Syrian 
and Russian aircraft, as well 
as by artillery and surface-
to-surface rockets.

According to the UN, 
some 400,000 people re-
main trapped in Eastern 
Ghouta’s rebel-held net-
work of towns and satellite 
cities on the outskirts of 
Damascus, which has been 
under siege by forces loyal 
to the Syrian government 
for several years, prevent-
ing much-needed food 
and humanitarian aid from 
entering.

Defiant  President 
Bashar al-Assad said on 
state television on Sunday 
that the offensive against 
“terrorism” should con-
tinue and dismissed dire 
assessments of the hu-
manitarian situation in the 
enclave as “ridiculous lies”.

T h e  U S  h a d  c o n -
demned the Syrian govern-
ment assault and blamed 
Russia of killing innocent 
civilians in name of con-
ducting counterterrorism 
operations.

Seoul, Mar. 5 (IANS): North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong-un hosted a 
welcome dinner for South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in’s special 
envoys on Monday, the first time 
officials from Seoul met the re-
clusive leader since he took office 
in 2011.

“Chairman Kim Jong-un is 
currently hosting a dinner for the 
special envoys,” Seoul’s presiden-
tial office Cheong Wa Dae spokes-
man Kim Eui-kyeom told a press 
briefing.

Kim’s meeting with the South 
Korean envoys apparently re-
flected his willingness to improve 
his country’s ties with the South, 
Yonhap news agency reported.

The delegation is in Pyongyang 
for rare talks partly aimed at re-
starting dialogue between the 

North and the US.
Relations between the Koreas 

have warmed following the Winter 
Olympics.

Moon and his aides have re-
peatedly highlighted the impor-
tance of talks between the US and 
North Korea for the denucleari-
sation of the Korean Peninsula 
and have also noted that the trip 
by Moon’s special envoys was 
partly aimed at arranging such 
dialogue.

“I plan to hold in-depth dis-
cussions on various ways to con-
tinue talks between not only the 
South and the North, but also 
the North and the US and the 
international community,” Chung 
Eui-yong, Moon’s chief envoy and 
head of the presidential National 
Security Office, said shortly before 

his departure for Pyongyang.
The South Korean envoys ar-

rived in Pyongyang at 2:50 p.m, 
about one hour after their de-
parture from Seoul Air Base, ac-
cording to the Cheong Wa Dae 
spokesman.

“The delegation of South Ko-
rean President’s special envoys, 
including National Security Office 
Chief Chung Eui-yong, arrived 
in Pyongyang on March 5,” the 
North’s official Korean Central 
News Agency said in a short dis-
patch from the North Korean 
capital.

In a separate report, the 
North’s Korean Central Broadcast-
ing Station said the South Koreans 
were welcomed by Ri Son-gwon, 
chief of a North Korean agency in 
charge of inter-Korean affairs.

Ri visited South Korea as part 
of a high-delegation to the open-
ing ceremony of the PyeongChang 
Winter Olympic Games held from 
February 9-25.

The South Korean delegation 
consisted of five special envoys, 
including Suh Hoon, chief of the 
country’s spy agency National 
Intelligence Service, and five sup-
port staff. They are set to return 
home on Tuesday.

Last week, US President Don-
ald Trump said that Washing-
ton would be prepared to meet 
Pyongyang’s officials, but reiter-
ated that North Korea would first 
have to “denuke”.

However, North Korea -- which 
had said it wanted to talk to the US 
-- said it was “preposterous” for 
the US to insist on preconditions.

Berlin, Mar. 5 (IANS): Ger-
man Chancellor Angela 
Merkel on Monday vowed 
to ensure that her new 
Cabinet will work for the 
citizens of Germany, pro-
viding the country with 
a strong voice in Europe 
and standing alongside 
France when facing global 
challenges such as interna-
tional trade.

At a press conference 
here, Merkel extended 
her congratulations to the 
Social Democratic Party 
(SDP) for its internal ballot, 
in which members backed 
a third edition of the “grand 
coalition” between her 
conservative Christian 
Democratic Union (CDU), 
the CDU’s Bavarian part-
ner the Christian Social 
Union, and the SDP.

“I welcome the result 
of the SDP’s membership 
vote,” Merkel said. “I be-
lieve this constitutes a very, 

very good foundation for 
a joint government work.”

With the German Par-
liament likely voting her 
fourth term as Chancel-
lor on March 14, Merkel 
said that “we need Europe, 
we need a strong German 
voice”, to work along with 
France and other Euro-
pean partners to face issues 

like the Syrian war, China’s 
competitive challenge or 
the new guidelines on in-
ternational trade, Efe news 
reported.

Without explicitly 
mentioning US President 
Donald Trump’s plans of 
slapping trade tariffs on 
US’s steel and aluminium 
imports, Merkel said that 

many jobs in Germany 
depended on Europe’s re-
sponse, underscoring the 
need to have a Cabinet 
ready to act soon. 

Merkel said it was im-
portant for the German 
Cabinet to begin working 
as early as possible on im-
plementing the coalition’s 
basic policy agreements, 
which were tantamount 
to “a book full of mandates 
and tasks”.  Six months after 
the election, she added, the 
citizens had the right to a 
government, which is why 
it was important for it to 
start working “in a matter 
of days”.

The future Cabinet 
ministers, Merkel warned, 
had a great task ahead 
of them: to develop the 
projects focused on future 
jobs, preserving the wel-
fare state and providing 
equal living conditions in 
Germany.

Tehran, Mar. 5 (IANS): A 
senior Iranian security of-
ficial said on Monday that 
the missile programme of 
the Islamic republic is “not 
a threat” to any country.

Iran will boost its de-
fensive power including 
the missile capabilities and 
its deterrent plan will not 
be affected by the political 
pressures, the Secretary of 
Iran’s Supreme National 
Security Council Ali Sham-
khani said.

Shamkhani made the 
remarks in a meeting with 
the visiting French For-
eign Minister Jean-Yves 
Le Drian in the capital, 
Xinhua news agency re-
ported.

He urged the European 
countries not to bend un-
der the US “psychological 
game” pertaining to Iran’s 
nuclear deal.

The official called for 
the acceleration of imple-
mentation of the Iranian 
nuclear deal, international-
ly known as JCPOA, signed 
in 2015 between Iran and 
the P5+1 (Russia, China, 
the US, Britain, France and 
Germany).

Trump had threatened 
to scuttle the 2015 Ira-
nian nuclear deal unless 
amendments were made 
to it. 

French President Em-
manuel Macron on Sunday 
voiced his support for the 
2015 nuclear deal which 
limited Iran’s nuclear ac-
tivities in returns for the 
uplift of western sanctions 
against Tehran.

Kathmandu, Mar. 5 (PTI): 
Pakistan Prime Minister 
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi to-
day arrived here on a two-
day visit during which he 
will hold talks with Nepal’s 
top leadership as part of 
his country’s efforts to en-
gage with regional nations.

Abbasi, who is visit-
ing Nepal at the invita-
tion of Prime Minister K P 
Sharma Oli, was received 
by Finance Minister Dr 
Yuvaraj Khatiwada at the 
Tribhuwan International 
Airport.

He was accorded the 
guard of honour at Army 
Pavilion at Tundikhel 
Ground in presence of 
Prime Minister Oli.

Abbasi is the first high 
level foreign leader to visit 
Nepal after Premier Oli as-
sumed office last month.

Prime Minister Abbasi 
met his Nepalese coun-
terpart Oli and exchanged 
views on matters of mu-
tual interest, according to 
Nepal Foreign Ministry 
sources.

He will also call on 
Pre s i d e n t  Bi d y a d e v i 
Bhandari at Rastrapati 

Jerusalem, Mar. 5 (PTI/AP): A confi-
dant of Benjamin Netanyahu today 
agreed to turn state’s witness in a 
burgeoning corruption case, becom-
ing the third former aide to testify 
against the Israeli leader in a series of 
scandals and casting a shadow over a 
high-profile visit to the White House.

Hefetz was arrested two weeks 
ago on suspicion of helping pro-
mote regulation worth hundreds of 
millions of dollars to Israel’s Bezeq 
telecom company in return for fa-
vorable coverage of Netanyahu and 
his family by the company’s popular 
news website.

He was released yesterday, a day 
before Monday’s dramatic develop-
ment. Shlomo Filber, another long-

time confidant to Netanyahu, has 
also agreed to be a state witness in 
the case.

Netanyahu has denied any 
wrongdoing and has not been named 
a suspect in the case, but he was 
questioned by police on Friday ahead 
of his trip to Washington.

But even with an embrace from 
Trump, and an expected warm wel-
come at the pro-Israel lobbying group 
AIPAC’s annual conference on Tues-
day, Netanyahu will have a difficult 
time escaping the growing scandals 
back home.

Israeli police have already recom-
mended indicting Netanyahu for 
bribery, fraud and breach of trust in 
two separate cases.

Netanyahu is suspected of ac-
cepting lavish gifts from billionaire 
friends, and promising to promote 
legislation to help a major Israeli 
newspaper against its free rival in 
exchange for favorable coverage. 
Longtime aide Ari Harow is a state 
witness in one of those cases.

In addition to the Bezeq case, 
police are investigating reports that 
Hefetz attempted to bribe a judge 
with an offer to become attorney 
general if she dismissed a case against 
Netanyahu’s wife, Sara Netanyahu.

The prime minister has denied 
wrongdoing in all of the cases, saying 
he is the victim of a politically moti-
vated witch hunt aimed at toppling 
him. 

Manila, Mar. 5 (IANS): A 
sub-leader of the Islam-
ic State-inspired Maute 
Group has taken over as the 
leader of the Islamic State 
in Southeast Asia, a Philip-
pines military spokesman 
said on Monday.

The new IS-Southeast 
Asia “emir” identified as 
Abu Dar, succeeded Is-
nilon Hapilon, a senior 
leader of the Abu Sayyaf, 
another notorious terror 
group in Philippines, who 
was slain by government 
forces at the height of the 
five-month siege of Marawi 
city last year.

“The one who is stand-

ing as their emir or leader 
now, the one who replaced 
him (Hapilon) is Abu Dar,” 
said Major Ronald Sus-
cano, spokesman of the 
Army’s 1st Infantry Divi-
sion based in Zamboanga 
del Sur.

Hapilon and Maute 
leader Omar Maute were 
killed after elite govern-
ment soldiers assaulted 
their lair last October inside 
the main battle area in Ma-
rawi city. 

Suscano described 
Dar as a “full-blooded Ma-
ranao”, a term for a south-
ern tribe. He said they had 
reports that Dar was fre-

quenting Pagayawan town 
in Lanao del Sur where the 
terrorist leader grew up, 
studied and married, the 
Manila Times reported.

Dar, like Hapilon, is 
reported to have connec-
tions with foreign terrorists. 
“There are foreign terror-
ists left (in Mindanao). He 
is with them now,” said 
Suscano.

Last November, an in-
telligence officer in the 
Philippine Army said 
there were about eight 
foreign terrorists operat-
ing in Mindanao, pro-
viding assistance to local 
terrorists.

Cairo, Mar. 5 (IANS): Egyp-
tian President Abdel-Fattah 
al-Sisi received a phone call 
from his US counterpart 
Donald Trump where the 
latter expressed his coun-
try’s support for Egypt’s 
ongoing anti-terror war, 
the Egyptian presidency 
said on Sunday.

“The two leaders also 
discussed a number of re-
gional issues and relevant 
developments, particularly 
in the light of the deterio-
rating regional situation, 
to reach political settle-
ments for the current cri-
ses,” Egyptian presidential 
spokesman Bassam Rady 
said in a statement, Xinhua 

Beijing, Mar. 5 (PTI): As Chinese 
President Xi Jinping is set to so-
lidify his rule with an unlimited 
tenure, he was all praise for the 
one-party system furthered by the 
ruling Communist Party saying 
that it prevented rotation of power 
and “nasty competition” among 
political parties in a multi-party 
democracy.

The system of multi-party co-
operation and political consulta-
tion led by the Communist Party 
of China (CPC) is “a great contri-
bution to political civilisation of 
humanity,” Xi told delegates from 
some of the small political parties 
which functioned in low key man-
ner under the shadows of the CPC.

The Chinese system is new, Xi 
said, because it unites all political 
parties and people without party 
affiliation toward a common goal, 
effectively preventing the flaws of 
the absence of oversight in one-

party rule, or “power rotation and 
nasty competition among multiple 
political parties,” state-run Xinhua 
news agency reported today.

Xi was speaking at a joint panel 
discussion yesterday with “political 
advisors” from the China Demo-
cratic League and the China Zhi 
Gong Party, those without party 
affiliation and those from the sec-
tor of returned overseas Chinese, 
at the first session of the advisory 
body the Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference (CPPCC), 
the Xinhua report said.

His comments came as the 
Chinese Parliament, the National 
People s Congress (NPC), began 
its two week long annual session 
today with a legislative agenda 
which included ratifying a consti-
tutional amendment removing the 
two-term rule for the President and 
Vice President.

The rule followed by the CPC 

for over two decades to prevent 
dictatorial ruler emerging from the 
ranks as well as to promote collec-
tive leadership effectively removes 
the last hurdle for 64-year-old Xi 
to continue beyond the end of his 
second term in 2023 and possibly 
for life.

Xi is already regarded as the 
most powerful leader of China 
after Chairman Mao Zedong as he 
held the posts of head of the CPC, 
the military and the Presidency.

The draft suggests Xi Jin-
ping thought be juxtaposed with 
Marxism-Leninism, Mao Zedong 
Thought, Deng Xiaoping Theory, 
and the Theory of Three Repre-
sents as a new guiding theory in 
the preamble of the Constitution, 
Xinhua said.

The name of Xi and his thought 
figured numerous times in the an-
nual work report read out Premier 
Li Keqiang today at the opening 

session of the NPC, which observ-
ers said conferred to Xi the status 
and authority which was enjoyed 
by Mao during the heydays of 
China s revolution which brought 
CPC to power in 1949.

Xi said the Chinese system is 
new because it combines Marxist 
political party theories with China’s 
reality, and truly, extensively and 
in the long term represents funda-
mental interests of all people and 
all ethnic groups and fulfills their 
aspiration, avoiding the defects 
of the old-fashioned party system 
which represents only a selective 
few or the vested interest.

The CPC-led system of mul-
tiparty cooperation and political 
consultation stresses both the 
CPC leadership and socialist de-
mocracy which features political 
consultation, participation in the 
deliberation of state affairs, and 
democratic supervision, he said.

Baghdad, Mar. 5 (PTI/
AFP): Iraq has ordered the 
seizure of assets that be-
longed to executed dictator 
Saddam Hussein and more 
than 4,200 officials from his 
former regime, an official 
statement said today.

The list of ex-regime 
bosses was drawn up by 
the Iraqi agency charged 
with tracking down former 
officials from Saddam’s 
Baath Party, and includes 
their relatives.

After the fall of the 
Saddam regime follow-
ing the 2003 US invasion, 
property belonging to the 
former ruler and his cro-
nies was snaffled up by 
Iraq’s new leaders, armed 
forces and multiple mili-
tias.

This new order now 

seeks to put an official 
stamp on the confiscation 
of the assets.

The list of names in-
cludes Saddam-era gov-
ernment ministers, securi-
ty bosses and officials from 
the Baath Party, including 
some who are in prison, 
who have been executed or 
have died.

Among those named 
is Ali Hassan al-Majid, a 
cousin of Saddam better 
known as “Chemical Ali”, 
who was hanged in 2010 
for ordering the 1988 gas-
sing of thousands of Kurds.

Tareq Aziz, a veteran 
foreign minister who held 
the post of deputy prime 
minister before Saddam 
was ousted in the US-led 
invasion, is also on the list.

Sentenced to death in 

2013, Aziz, the only Chris-
tian in Saddam’s inner cir-
cle, died two years later in 
prison.

His son Ziad, who lives 
in Jordan, has condemned 
the list as nothing more 
than “a stunt to win votes” 
in Iraq’s May 12 legislative 
election.

“We’ve been subjected 
to pressure and injustice 
for 15 years, it’s enough,” 
he told AFP ahead of the 
official announcement 
Sunday.”When will the 
spite of this so-called gov-
ernment end?” 

Ziad Aziz denied his 
family had any assets, say-
ing his father’s house in 
Baghdad had already been 
seized by prominent Shi-
ite politician Ammar al-
Hakim.

Bhawan, Sheetal Niwas, 
Kathmandu tomorrow 
and will meet other high 
officials of Nepal.

Abbasi is the first Paki-
stan prime minister to visit 
Nepal after an interval of 
three years.

Oli will host a dinner 
tonight in honour of Ab-
basi.

His visit will provide 
an opportunity to further 
expand and strengthen 
bilateral relations across 
all areas of mutual interest 
including trade, educa-

tion, tourism, defence and 
people to people contacts, 
Pakistan’s Foreign Office 
said in a statement.

The visit is a part of 
Pakistan’s “pro-active and 
outreach efforts” to en-
gage with regional coun-
tries, the Foreign Office 
said yesterday.

It said ways of invig-
orating the South East 
Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) as 
an important regional or-
ganisation will also be dis-
cussed.

reported.
The call comes amid 

ongoing crises in differ-
ent parts of the Middle 
East region including Syria, 
Libya, Yemen and Iraq, in 
addition to the chronic 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict. 

Although Egypt is a 
main regional ally to the 
United States, ties between 
the two countries were cold 
under former US President 
Barack Obama after the 
Egyptian military ousted 
former Islamist President 
Mohamed Morsi in July 
2013 in response to mass 
protests.

However, the bilateral 
relations later improved 

when Trump assumed 
the White House and ex-
changed expressions of 
praise and cooperation 
with the Egyptian presi-
dent. Egypt, like most world 
states, rejects Trump’s re-
cent decisions to recognize 
the Jerusalem as the capital 
of Israel and to relocate 
Washington’s embassy in 
Israel from Tel Aviv to the 
debated holy city.

Cairo receives annual 
military aid of $1.3 billion 
from Washington since it 
signed the 1979 US-spon-
sored peace treaty with 
Israel, the US number one 
regional ally and the top 
recipient of US aid.
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Frances McDormand is Best Actress winner
Gary Oldman wins Best Actor Oscar for “Darkest Hour’’
James Ivory becomes oldest Oscar winner
‘Coco’ named Best Animated Feature Film

‘Shape of Water’ leads at politically painted show

Sunny Leone welcomes sons via surrogacy

Actor Irrfan suffering from ‘rare disease’
Actor Irrfan Khan says he is suffering from a rare disease and is fighting for choices.
Last month, filmmaker Vishal Bhardwaj had announced that he was pushing back 
his film, starring Deepika Padukone and Irrfan. Now, Irrfan has shared that he has 
a rare disease and has requested people not to speculate. “Sometimes you wake up 
with a jolt with life shaking you up. The last 15 days, my life has been a suspense 
story. Little had I known that my search for rare stories would make me find a rare 
disease,” Irrfan tweeted on Monday. “I have never given up and have always fought 
for my choices and always will. My family and friends are with me and we are 
working it out the best way possible. In trying times, please don’t speculate as I will 
myself share with you my story within a week - 10 days, when further investigations 
come with a conclusive diagnosis. Till then, wish the best for me,” he added. (IANS)
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5 pm: Death Wish (Eng ) 2D
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HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

The Shape of Water” 
emerged as the big win-

ner with four honours at the 90th Academy 
Awards ceremony -- including Best Picture 
-- where celebration of cinema was laced 
with political jibes as well as powerful 
statements on debates like sexual harass-
ment, immigration and gender balance 
that are plaguing Hollywood.

Gary Oldman won Best Actor award for 
his role as Winston Churchill in “Darkest 
Hour” and actress Frances McDormand 
nabbed her second best actress Oscar for 
“Three Billboards outside Ebbing, Mis-
souri”, two decades after winning an award 
for “Fargo”. 

There were jibes at US president Don-
ald Trump and disgraced producer Harvey 
Weinstein, while some celebrities pledged 
support to immigrants and pitched for 
gender balance in the industry.

India had missed the Oscar race in 
the foreign film category this year with 
“Newton” being ousted in initial stages of 
the shortlist.

Also, Indian actor Ali Fazal-starrer “Vic-
toria & Abdul” and Anupam Kher-starrer 
“The Big Sick” lost on their chance to win 
an Oscar.

Celebrated Indian screen legends 
Shashi Kapoor and Sridevi were remem-
bered during the “In Memoriam” mon-
tage along with late Hollywood icons 
like John Heard, Tony Anne Walker, 
Jane Foray, Robert Osborne, Martin 
Landau, Glenne Headly, Roger Moore, 
George A. Romero and Jerry Lewis.

Popular TV host Jimmy Kimmel 
opened the night at Dolby Theatre 
here on Sunday by revisiting the past.

He took a swipe at last year’s Best 
Picture winner fiasco wherein “La La 
Land” was accidentally awarded instead 
of “Moonlight” due to an enve-
lope mix-up, saying: 
“This year, 
when you 
hear your 
name 
called, 
don’t 
get up 
right 

away”. 
The ‘envelopegate’ was quite a scene-

stealer at the event, aired in India on Star 
Movies and Star Movies HD.

Amid the sexual misconduct allega-
tions that have emerged in Hollywood and 
across the world since complaints against 
disgraced producer Weinstein came to 
the fore, Kimmel poked fun at the Oscar 
statuette.

“Oscar is a very respected man in Holly-
wood, just look at him. He keeps his hands 
where you can see them, never says a rude 
word, and most importantly, no penis at 
all. He’s literally a statue of limitation,” he 
quipped.

Kimmel also urged the winners to say 
whatever they wanted -- be it on sexual 
harassment or any other issue -- but keep 
it short. 

He also offered a Jet Ski to anyone who 
gave the shortest speech, which finally 
went to Mark Bridges, who won the Oscar 
for Best Costume Design for “Phantom 
Thread” for his approximately 30-second 
acceptance note. 

Coming to the winners, “The Shape Of 
Water” dominated the show -- much like 
this year’s nominations -- with four awards. 
It came as a surprise considering film-

maker Guillermo del Toro 
is facing a copyright 

infringement lawsuit 
for the film. He took 
home the golden 
statuette in the Best 
Director category for 
the film.

“The Shape Of 
Water”, which tells 
a story of a deaf 
woman’s love for an 

aquatic creature, was 
also named as the Best 

Picture, along with 
Best Production 

Design and 
Best 

Score accolades. 
Oldman, scoring his first Oscar for 

“Darkest Hour”, said: “The movies, such is 
their power, captivated a young man from 
South London and gave him a dream.” 

“Darkest Hour” also earned a Make-up 
and Hairstyling award. 

Actress Frances McDormand got here 
latest Oscar for her role as a grieving moth-
er who takes on the police chief of Ebbing 
for not doing enough to find her daughter’s 
murderer in “Three Billboards ...”. 

McDormand, 60, pipped, among 
others, “The Post” star Meryl Streep, who 
scored her 21st nomination and the 17th in 
this category at the Oscars. 

McDormand left an impact with her 
acceptance speech after she asked every 
female nominee in the room to stand up, 
and asked male gatekeepers to ask 
them about their projects 
and ideas not just at Oscar 
after-parties, but in office 
meetings following 
awards season.

As her fellow nomi-
nees stood, she said: 
“We all have stories 
to tell and projects we 
need financed.” She 
urged stars to demand 
inclusion riders -- require-
ments for gender or racial 
diversity -- in their con-
tracts.

“Coco” 
was named 
as Best 
Ani-

mated Feature Film at the Oscars 2018, 
and co-director Lee Unkrich dedicated 
the honour to the people and culture of 
Mexico, saying “representation matters”. 

Some records were also set. 
At 89, filmmaker James Ivory became 

the oldest Oscar winner for his adapted 
screenplay for “Call Me By Your Name”. 
And Jordan Peele became the first African-
American original screenplay winner for 
“Get Out”. 

Actors Sam Rockwell and Allison Jan-
ney picked up Best Supporting Actor and 
Best Supporting Actress honours. 

Extending support to the ‘Dreamers’ in 
the US, Pakistan-origin comedian Kumail 
Nanjiani and actress Lupita Nyong’o from 
Kenya also took a dig at their own immi-
grant status.

“We are the two actors who you 
keep hearing about but whose 

names you have trouble pro-
nouncing,” Nyong’o quipped. 

Nanjiani added: “Actually, 
I have to complain... Kumail 

Nanjiani is my stage name. My actual 
given Pakistani name is Chris Pine. So you 
can imagine how annoyed I was when the 
other, the white one showed up... The real 
Chris Pine… “And I am from Pakistan and 
Iowa, two places that nobody from Hol-
lywood can find on the map.”

Actresses Ashley Judd, Salma Hayek 
and Annabella Sciorra, who have accused 
Weinstein of sexual misconduct, walked 
on the stage at Oscars 2018 to stress on the 
need to change the culture in Hollywood 
with focus on diversity and equality. 

The ceremony was about hope and 
positivity, as Judd said the next 90 years of 
the Academy Awards will “empower these 
limitless possibilities of equality, diversity, 
inclusivity, intersectionality -- that’s what 
this year has promised us”.

There was also a performance by Com-
mon and Andra Day, along with social 
activists, who shared the stage while the 
artistes performed the “Stand up for some-
thing” from the film “Marshall”.

IANS

F
ormer adult film 
star Sunny Leone, 
who adopted girl 
child Nisha in 
2017, on Monday 

surprised everyone by an-
nouncing the birth of her 
sons Noah and Asher via 
surrogacy.

Sunny, who is currently 
here, took to Twitter and 
posted a photograph of 
herself along with husband 
Daniel Weber and their 
three children. 

Sunny, now a Bollywood 
actress, captioned it: “God’s 
plan! June 21st, 2017 was the 
day Daniel and I found out 
that we might possibly be 
having three children within 
a short amount of time. We 
planned and tried to have 
a family and after so many 
years are family is now 
complete with Asher Singh 
Weber, Noah Singh Weber 
and Nisha Kaur Weber.” 

“Our boys were born a 
few weeks ago but were alive 

in our hearts and eyes for 
many years. God planned 
something so special for us 
and gave us a large family. 
We are both proud parents 
of three beautiful children. 
Surprise everyone.”

Sunny, 36, later tweeted 
that Noah and Asher are 
their biological children. 

“Just so there is no 
confusion Asher and Noah 
are our biological children. 
We chose surrogacy to 
complete our family many 
years ago and it’s now finally 
complete so happy!”

The “Jism 2” actress 
said in a statement: “We 
chose to do surrogacy with 
a fertilised egg from Daniel’s 
genes and my genes. Asher 
and Noah are our biological 
children and God sent us an 
angel surrogate to carry our 
boys until they were born.”

Calling it an “amaz-
ing new chapter” of their 
life, Daniel said: “I believe 
the great chapter of all. We 
have been blessed with an 
amazing journey and look-
ing forward to many more 
great things ahead. Proud 
Family!” 

IANS









“

Frances McDormand places her award for best performance by an actress in a 
leading role for “Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri” on the stage at the 
Oscars on March 4. (AP/PTI)James Ivory (AP/PTI) Gary Oldman (aP/PTi)



New Delhi, Mar. 5 (PTI): I-League outfit 
Chennai City FC claims it is set for a 
collaboration with a top European club 
primarily focussing on infrastructure 
development, owner Rohit Ramesh said 
today.

Ramesh though refused to divulge the 
name of the club, citing confidentiality 
clause.

“We are tying up with an European 
club, which is very well-known among In-
dian football fans. The collaboration will 
mainly focus on developing infrastruc-
ture with their help,” Ramesh told PTI.

Chennai FC are locked in a bat-
tle with Churchill Brothers 
to avoid relegation from 
the I-League, but the club 
management is confident of 
keeping their place in the 
top division.

Regarding the tie-
up, Ramesh said, “This 
will include infrastruc-
ture development, ensuring 
that there are activities as 
far residential academies are 
concerned, sharing of knowl-
edge and technical know-how 
and also knowing the com-
munity.

“Bringing in expertise in helping us 
design infrastructure academy and arti-
ficial pitch.”

The southerners had earlier tied up 
with Finland’s J S Hercules.

“That was last year when we got into 
a cooperation agreement with JS Hercu-
les. It was basically on trade, getting help 
through commercial activities.”

“Our main objective is to place our 
infrastructure in place. We are trying to 

create strong grassroot programmes, 
have our own residential academy, and 
are also looking to tie up with all govern-
ment institutes. We should kick start by 
end of this year.” 

Tie-ups with universities are also in 
the offing.

“We have a couple of tie-ups with 
universities and colleges in Coimbatore, 
we are looking to contribute players from 
the state and create a talent pool.

“We have invested a lot in the men’s 
team infrastructure and academy. We 

spent around Rs 3.5 crore on the Neh-
ru Stadium in Coimbatore, doing 

the players’ dressing rooms, 
stands and got two new 
floodlights installed of Eu-

ropean company,” said Ra-
mesh.

Chennai City and 
Churchill Brothers are 
currently placed eighth 
and ninth in the league 

table. Gokulam Kerala (7th) 
and Indian Arrows (10th) are 
exempted from relegation.

A stunning 2-1 win over 
leaders Minerva Punjab last 

Friday helped Chennai City FC 
breathe easy, days after being at the re-
ceiving end of a 7-1 drubbing by another 
title contenders East Bengal.

Asked about the team’s performance, 
Ramesh said, “Compared to last year it’s 
better I think. Technically our homes 
games were also like away games since 
they were held at Coimbatore. There were 
too many draws throughout. We would 
like to improve gradually rather than 
drastically. Overall we summed up with a 
good note season.
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Laurent Koscielny

Neymar

Dr. Neiphi Kire (C) seen during the closing function of CKHSS sports meet on Mar. 3 at Kohima

Washington Wizards forward Mike Scott (30) drives to the basket as Indiana Pacers centre Myles Turner 
(33) defends in the fourth quarter at Capital One Arena.
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Australia’s David Warner, centre, leaves the field with teammates at the end of the fifth and final day 
of the first cricket test match against South Africa at the Kingsmead stadium in Durban, South Africa on 
Mon. Mar. 5.

AP/PTI

Rio de Janeiro, Mar. 5 
(IANS): Brazilian football 
great Neymar was released 
from the Mater Dei Hos-
pital in Belo Horizonte 
to take part in the first 
phase of his post-surgery 
recovery here, the official 
sources said.

Neymar was released 
on Sunday after undergo-
ing an operation on Sat-
urday morning to repair a 
fracture of the fifth meta-
tarsal bone in his right 
foot, reports Efe.

The Paris Saint-Ger-
main player will begin his 
post-operation recovery 
at his mansion in Manga-
ratiba, along the southern 
coast of Rio de Janeiro 
state, local media report-
ed.

During the first por-
tion of his recovery and 
rehabilitation, Neymar will 
be accompanied by PSG 
physical therapist Rafael 
Martini.

London, Mar. 5 (AFP): Arsenal defender 
Laurent Koscielny admits it will be 
“very hard” for the club to qualify for 
the Champions League after another 
damaging Premier League defeat at the 
hands of Brighton.

Manager Arsene Wenger said after 
back-to-back 3-0 defeats to Manchester 
City, including the League Cup final, 
that his players’ confidence was low and 
Chris Hughton’s team took full advan-
tage on Sunday. Lewis Dunk and Glenn 
Murray capitalised on poor defending 
to put the hosts two goals ahead, with 
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang scoring a 
first-half consolation in a 2-1 loss.

Significant numbers of Arsenal’s 
travelling support were calling for 
Wenger’s head as they went two goals 
down but Koscielny called for a united 
front.

“We need to stay together, to fight 
together,” he said. “It is a big period for 
us. We know it is difficult but you need 

to put your head down and work every 
day.

“We need to win to have more free-
dom on the pitch and we need to stay 
together because it is a bad period but 
all the players, staff and fans need to 
know that we are all together. It is im-
portant to have everyone behind us.”

Arsenal have won just three away 
league games all season and have now 
lost eight of their past 13 games in all 
competitions.

Their miserable run has left them 
13 points adrift of Tottenham in fourth 
place and Koscielny conceded it would 
be difficult to overturn such a deficit.

“It will be very hard to finish in the 
top four,” said the Frenchman.

“We have (had) a bad period and did 
not have the results we wanted. We lost 
our confidence a little bit and on the 
pitch we didn’t have the confidence we 
needed to push ourselves more and to 
play well with the ball.”

Colombo, Mar. 5 (IANS): 
After a successful and 
testing tour of South Af-
rica, a new-look team In-
dia led by Rohit Sharma 
is all set to face Sri Lanka 
in the opening Twenty20 
International match of 
the tri-nation series at 
the R. Premadasa Sta-
dium here on Tuesday.

The tri-nation Nida-
has Trophy series will be 
contested between Sri 
Lanka, India and Ban-
gladesh. 

The decision of BCCI 
to rest some of the se-
nior players like regular 
captain Virat Kohli and 
the veteran Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni, pacer Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar, Jasprit 
Bumrah, Kuldeep Ya-
dav and Hardik Pandya, 
gave the chance to some 
promising young players 
to make their mark.

Players like Wash-
ington Sundar, Vijay 
Shankar, Rishabh Pant, 
Deepak Hooda and 
Mohammad Siraj were 
included in the squad, 
which could give a trou-
ble times to both the 
team in the series.

So in the upcoming 
match, the young Indian 

team will look to get their 
team combination right.

On the other hand, 
injuries have taken the 
front seat for the hosts 
before the start of the se-
ries as Asela Gunaratne, 
Shehan Madushanka 
and Angelo Mathews 
were ruled out. Now it 
all depends on Dinesh 
Chandimal, Upul Thar-
anga, Thisara Perera and 
Suranga Lakmal to get 
the team going.

The return of Kusal 
Perera, who missed 
Bangladesh T20Is due 
to injury, will also be an 
advantage of the hosts.

So after a disastrous 
2017, the Islanders will 
look to give some qual-
ity performances to shut 
down t heir critics.

Squad:
Rohit Sharma (Cap-

tain), Shikhar Dhawan 
(vice-captain), KL Rahul, 
Suresh Raina, Manish 
Pandey, Dinesh Karthik 
(wk), Deepak Hooda, 
Washington Sundar, 
Yuzvendra Chahal, Axar 
Patel, Vijay Shankar, 
Shardul Thakur, Jaydev 
Unadkat, Mohammad 
Siraj and Rishabh Pant 
(wk).

Los Angeles, Mar. 5 (AFP): 
Victor Oladipo scored 33 
points and Bojan Bog-
danovic tallied 20 as the 
Indiana Pacers moved up 
the crowded Eastern Con-
ference standings with a 
98-95 win over the Wash-
ington Wizards on Sunday.

The Pacers won de-
spite nearly blowing a 17 
point lead but they held 
on and the victory allowed 
them to jump over the 
Wizards by a half-game in 
the NBA standings.

“We’re going to have 
to grind it out the rest of 
the year,” said Oladipo, 
who helped Indiana move 
into fourth in the Eastern 
Conference. “It’s playoff 
basketball the rest of the 
year.”

Myles Turner added 12 
points and 13 rebounds for 
visiting Indiana, which fin-
ished its four-game road 
trip 2-2 after beginning it 
with two losses.

Cory Joseph did dou-
ble duty, scoring 16 points 
and also defending the 
Wizards top scorer, Brad-
ley Beal, who finished with 
22 points.

In Toronto, DeMar 
DeRozan had a team-high 

Aussies wrap up first Test as 
Warner, De Kock bust-up probed

Chennai City FC set for tie-
up with top European club

Neymar leaves hospital to 
spend 1st phase of recovery

CKHSS Kohima sports meet held

Arsenal unlikely to finish 
in top four, says Koscielny

India to face Sri Lanka in 1st T20I

Pacers leap past Wizards, Raptors sink Hornets

Durban (South Africa), 
Mar. 5 (AFP): Australia 
wrapped up a 118-run win 
on the fifth day of the first 
Test against South Africa 
on Monday but the result 
is likely to be overshad-
owed by an ugly bust-up 
between David Warner 
and Quinton de Kock.

It took Australia 18 
minutes and 22 balls to 
claim the last South Afri-
can wicket when De Kock 
swung across the line and 
was leg before wicket to 
Josh Hazlewood for 83.

South Africa were 
bowled out for 298, adding 
five runs to their overnight 
total of 293 for nine

The win gave Austra-
lia a 1-0 lead in the four-
match series.

Just before the rapid 
conclusion of the match, 
however, video footage 
emerged showing Aussie 
firebrand Warner point-
ing and directing a ver-
bal barrage at De Kock 
during Sunday’s play at 
Kingsmead before he was 
restrained and pulled 
away by his teammates.

The incident report-
edly took place as the play-
ers were returning to their 
dressing rooms at tea.

“CA (Cricket Australia) 
is aware of reports of an 
incident between players 
in Durban,” a Cricket Aus-

tralia spokesman said in a 
statement.

“CA is working to es-
tablish the facts of what 
has occurred and will not 
be commenting further 
until that has been done.”

The Australians had 
earlier been criticised for 
their ebullient celebration 
of the dramatic run-out of 
Proteas’ star batsman AB 
de Villiers.

De Villiers was run out 
for nought after being in-
volved in a mix-up with 
opening batsman Aiden 
Markram, with Warner 
playing a key fielding role 

in securing the crucial 
wicket.

The vice-captain then 
led ecstatic celebrations 
with his teammates as 
Nathan Lyon, who had 
knocked off the bails, 
dropped the ball towards 
a sprawled De Villiers as he 
ran over to join them.

In a statement issued 
by Cricket South Africa on 
Monday, team manager 
Mohammed Moosajee 
said: “It’s rather unfortu-
nate that the incident took 
place and certainly not in 
the spirit of the game.

“The match referee 

had spoken to us after the 
day’s play. We will await 
any further communica-
tion from the ICC around 
this incident.”

The Australians’ be-
haviour was slammed by 
former South African cap-
tain Graeme Smith, who 
told Cricket Australia’s 
cricket.com.au website in 
Durban that Lyon as an ex-
perienced cricketer would 
“probably say (his action) 
was unnecessary himself”.

“We’ve got used to 
Davey (Warner) over the 
years. I think the less in-
terest you take in him the 

better,” Smith added.
“He can be a bit of a 

fool at times. It’s best just 
to let him be.”

The match was effec-
tively won and lost in the 
first innings when Austra-
lia took a lead of 189 runs.

Half-centur ies  by 
Warner and skipper Steve 
Smith and 96 by Mitchell 
Marsh enabled Australia 
to make 351.

Early wickets by off-
spinner Lyon and a devas-
tating spell of fast reverse 
swing bowling by Mitchell 
Starc sent South Africa 
tumbling to 162 in reply.

South Africa fought 
back in the second half of 
the match, bowling with 
more purpose to bowl out 
the tourists for 227, then 
recovering from a night-
mare start to their second 
innings, largely through 
Markram, who made 143, 
and De Kock.

The batting of the low-
er order of the teams was a 
significant difference.

Australia’s last five 
wickets fell for a total of 
166 runs overs the two in-
nings, while South Africa 
could muster only 27 runs 
over the same period.

Starc had match fig-
ures of nine for 109 and 
was particularly effec-
tive against South Africa’s 
tailenders.

19 points as the Toron-
to Raptors defeated the 
Charlotte Hornets 103-98 
at Air Canada Centre.

DeRozan added eight 
assists and four rebounds 
while Jonas Valanciunas 
chipped in 18 points and 

13 rebounds. C.J. Miles 
and Fred VanVleet came 
off the bench to each score 
12 points.

Toronto improved to 
45-17 on the season with 
the win. They have a two-
game lead on Boston atop 

the Eastern Conference 
standings.

Kemba Walker had a 
game-high 27 points, six 
rebounds and four as-
sists to lead the Hornets, 
who have now lost three 
straight.

Elsewhere, Taurean 
Prince rattled in the even-
tual game winning three 
pointer with seven sec-
onds left as the Atlanta 
Hawks edged the Phoenix 
Suns 113-112.

Prince drained a career 
high six three pointers and 
finished with 22 points for 
the Hawks who posted 
their 20th win of the sea-
son.

Prince’s clutch shot 
came off a perfect screen 
play by teammate Miles 
Plumlee.

“It’s a great feeling,” 
Prince said. “Hopefully, I’ll 
put up more.”

Devin Booker’s poten-
tial winner for the Suns, a 
15-foot shot from the right 
baseline, bounced off the 
rim as time expired.

“I got the shot I want-
ed,” Booker said. “I picked 
a point on the floor. I got to 
it. I just missed it.”

T.J. Warren scored 35 
points, and Elfrid Payton 
had 11 points, 10 rebounds 
and a season-high 14 as-
sists for the Suns. Booker 
finished with 20 points, 
snapping a streak of four 
straight games in which he 
had at least 30.

The striker’s surgery 
on Saturday was directed 
by the Brazilian nation-
al team’s top physician, 
Rodrigo Lasmar, and in-
cluded the placement of 
a screw associated with 
a bone implant in the af-
fected metatarsal.

Also present for the 
operation was PSG-des-
ignated French surgeon 
Gerard Saillant.

According to doctors, 

Neymar will be evaluated 
in six weeks to determine 
a possible date by which 
he will return to training 
activities, but the length 
of his recovery of course 
depends on how well he 
weathers the post-surgery 
period.

Lasmar said this past 
week that the Brazilian 
national team’s medical 
squad will help Neymar 
recover “as quickly as 
possible” although it will 
take approximately three 
months.

The physician added, 
however, that he should be 
in “full form” by the time of 
the World Cup.

The Brazilian team will 
play its first match in the 
2018 Russia World Cup 
against Switzerland on 
June 17 after which they 
will go up against Cos-
ta Rica on the 22nd and 
close out the group phase 
against Serbia on the 27th.

Dimapur, Mar. 5 (EMN): The annual 
sports meet of Christ King Higher Sec-
ondary School, Kohima which com-
menced on Mar. 1 came to a close on 
Mar. 3.
   Colonel Debaraj Bhattacharya, Com-
mandant, 3 Assam Rifles (Naga Hills), 
Kohima, who was the chief guest on the 
inaugural function exhorted the students 
to be brave to embrace new challenges.  
He said “if you want something you have 
never had, you must be willing to do 
something you have never done.” The 
day commenced with the unfurling of the 
school flag by the chief guest.

Thereafter the chief guest inspected 
the contingents. Rev. Fr.Dr. Salew Peter 
SDB, the Parish Priest of Christ King Par-
ish, Kohima welcomed the chief guest, 
guests of honour, parents and students 
to the event.

Rev.Fr.Lonuo Linus SDB, the Principal 

proposed the vote of thanks and encour-
aged the students to give their best in all 
the disciplines conducted in the annual 
sports week.

The sports meet concluded on Mar. 3 
with Dr. Neiphi Kire, Chairman of Kohima 
Village Council as the chief guest. 

The chief guest in his speech con-
gratulated the school for the new devel-
opments and for organising the sports in 
a magnificent way and encouraged the 
students to “be enthusiastic in life and to 
take part in various disciplines with the 
aim of gaining better physical, mental 
and social well being.” The sports meet 
had a happy ending with blue house com-
ing on top as the champions and green, 
red and yellow houses in the 2nd, 3rd and 
4th positions. The principal handed over 
the prizes to all the teams and congratu-
lated them on their success and for their 
commendable team-work.



Carmen Jorda

Renedy Singh

Players of East Bengal and Shillong Lajong in action during their I-League match at the Jawaharlal Nehru 
Stadium in Shillong on Mon. Mar. 5.

Barcelona’s Lionel Messi shoots to score against Atletico Madrid during their La Liga match at Camp Nou, Barcelona, Spain on Mar. 4.

Serena Williams with her daughter Alexis Jr
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Manchester City's Bernardo Silva, right, challenges for the ball with Chelsea's Antonio Rudiger, center, 
during the English Premier League soccer match at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester, England on Sun. 
Mar. 4.

AP/PTI

Barcelona move closer to La Liga 
title with 1-0 win over Atletico

East Bengal drop points against Lajong with 2-2 draw

Man City defeat Chelsea 1-0; 
strengthen grip on EPL top spot

Football flows like blood in Northeast, says Renedy Singh

Serena's comeback her greatest 
challenge, says coach Mouratoglou

Women may be better suited to Formula E than F1, says Jorda

Barcelona, Mar. 5 (IANS): 
An early goal on a free kick 
by Argentine star Lionel 
Messi was all FC Barcelona 
needed to defeat Atletico 
Madrid 1-0 on Sunday, 
pulling eight points at the 
top of the La Liga football 
championship.

Barcelona dominated 
the first 45 minutes of the 
match with Messi scoring 
26 minutes into play, that 
tally proving to be decisive 
despite a tight second half, 
reports Efe.

Atletico took a defen-

sive approach, putting 
pressure on Barcelona on 
their side of the field 
early on and over 
time taking the 
battle into en-
emy territory.

Only Bar-
celona's mid-
fielder Andres 
Iniesta could 
penetrate the 
defensive wall, 
controlling the 
pace of the undefeat- e d 
league leader.

Both teams traded 

scoring chances, with Ser-
gio Busquets and Messi 

firing at Jan Oblak's 
goal and Thomas 
Partey testing 

Marc-Andre Ter 
Stegen in the 
lone opportu-

nity Atletico had 
in the first half.

W h i l e  I n i -
esta apparently 
struggled with 
right thigh dis-

comfort after an 
early contact with Sime 
Vrsaljko, Messi got Barce-

lona on the scoreboard 
with a superb free kick that 
Oblak's best effort could 
not block at the right high 
corner.

Nine minutes later, 
Iniesta was forced to leave 
the field due to another 
muscle injury, but his de-
parture did not affect Bar-
celona's dominant per-
formance, with Philippe 
Coutinho squandering 
two scoring chances.

Defender Gerard Pique 
missed on a close-range 
header a few minutes be-

Manchester, Mar. 5 (IANS): Manchester 
City on Sunday earned three more points 
in their quest for their fifth English Pre-
mier League (EPL) title, which would be 
their first championship in four years, by 
defeating defending champions Chelsea 
1-0.

The combination of Sergio Aguero, 
David Silva and Bernard Silva proved 
to be more than Chelsea could handle, 
reports Efe.

Bernard Silva was the one who found 
the back of the net to break the scoreless 
deadlock in the very first minute of the 
second half on a cross by David Silva.

Chelsea coach Antonio Conte, who 
put five players into the defensive line, 

began casting about for a solution on the 
bench with 15 minutes to go before the 
stoppage time.

Conte decided to bring in Oliver Gi-
roud in the 78th minute for Willian, and 
then put in Emerson for Pedro Rodriguez 
just four minutes later.

But the changes were in vain, as 
Chelsea was handed their fourth defeat 
in their last five league games.

Chelsea lost to Bournemouth and 
Watford, but prevailed over West Brom-
wich. The defending champions then lost 
to Manchester's clubs United and City.

The Blues hold the fifth spot in the 
EPL table with 53 points, five points off 
the UEFA Champions League positions.

London, Mar. 5 (reuters): 
Spanish racing driver Car-
men Jorda has suggested 
women could be better 
suited to Formula E than 
Formula One because the 
all-electric cars are less 
physically challenging.

The comments, made 
to reporters after the 
29-year-old former Lotus 
and Renault F1 develop-
ment driver tried out a 
Formula E car in Mexi-
co City at the weekend, 
drew criticism from other 
women racers.

“My eyes rolled so far 
back in my head I nearly 
passed out,” said Britain’s 
Pippa Mann, a regular 
competitor in the India-
napolis 500, on Twitter.

“She does know that 
the reason IndyCar driv-
ers are bulkier than F1 
drivers is that we have to 
lift bigger weights because 
our races have no power 
steering at all, and that 
women succeed over here 
right?”

Jorda, who also sits on 
the governing Interna-
tional Automobile Fed-
eration (FIA)’s women’s 

New Delhi, Mar. 5 (ptI): 
Northeast has been the 
hub of Indian football for 
over two decades and for-
mer India international 
Renedy Singh says the 
sport "flows like blood in 
everyone's veins in the 
region".

Aizawl FC took it one 
step beyond when they 
were crowned champions 
of Hero I-League in 2016-
17, their debut season, 
thus reiterating the fact 
that football is an integral 
part of the culture in the 

land of the seven sisters .
Football flows like 

blood in everyone's vein 
in the region, Renedy said 
with a grin.

"Football is the num-
ber one sport in the region 
and there is no denying 
that everyone just wants 
to play football. It is very 
important for the kids to 
engage in competitive en-
vironment from early on, 
he added.

As part of developing a 
grassroots culture, All In-
dia Football Federation's 

(AIFF) philosophy on Baby 
Leagues has been imple-
mented in the state of 
Meghalaya and Mizoram.

Even as Aizawl FC cap-
tured the imagination of 
entire country by winning 
the I-League, Renedy said 
Shillong Lajong FC's self 
belief enabled others to 
dream in the region.

Lajong s performance 
in the Hero I-League and 
their consistency enabled 
others to dream. Lajong 
are the pioneers of giving 
young players inspiration 

Shillong, Mar. 5 (IANS): 
Nigerian striker Dudu 
Omagbemi scored a 
brace either side of Shil-
long Lajong's two goals 
to just about keep their 
title hopes alive with a 
2-2 draw in a crucial I-
League encounter here 
at the Jawaharlal Nehru 
Stadium on Monday.

Dudu gave East Ben-
gal the lead in the 20th 
minute before a second 
half stirring performance 
by the home team saw 
Aibanbha Kupar Dohling 
(49th) and Samuel Lal-
muanpuia (69th, penalty) 
score twice to push the 
visitors on the brink.

In the 88th minute, 
Dudu, who scored four 
goals against Chennai 
City FC in their last game, 
pulled one back for East 
Bengal to take them to 
30 points, same as third-
placed Mohun Bagan with 
one game in hand.

Second-placed Ner-
oca FC (31 points) take 
on East Bengal in Kol-
kata on March 8. Minerva 
Punjab FC (32 points) are 

fore the intermission.
When the game re-

sumed, Atletico sought 
to put the pressure on 
Barcelona, while coach 
Diego Simeone brought 
in Angel Correa and Kevin 
Gameiro for Vrsaljko and 
Gabi, searching for the 
equalizer.

Atletico started to 
recover the ball in Bar-
celona's territory, with 
Antoine Griezmann liber-
ated from his defensive 
duties to boost their at-
tack.

The changes paid 
off as Griezmann had 
a chance to draw level, 
but he could not find 
the twine, whereupon 
Barcelona reacted with 
Messi firing, but Gimenez 
blocked the ball, and Bus-
quets unsuccessfully tried 
his luck again.

The referee ruled out 
a goal by Barcelona's Luis 
Suarez for offside and did 
not award the Catalan 
club a penalty after Saul 
pushed Coutinho.

At the other end of the 
field, the referee also ruled 
out a goal by Gameiro 
for offside with five more 
minutes to go before stop-
page time.

The win brings Bar-
celona's tally to 69 points 
at the top of the table, 
eight points ahead of the 
second-placed Atletico 
with 11 games to go.

top of the table and play 
Churchill Brothers in their 
last outing on the same 
day.

On March 8 ,  Mo-
hun Bagan will take on 
Gokulam Kerala FC away 
in what promises to be a 
grandstand finish to the 
league.

Coming to the game, 
East Bengal got the first 
chance of the game when 
Brandon Vanlalremdika 

set up Dudu into the space 
between the defenders 
and the goalkeeper but the 
Nigerian veteran striker 
could not meet the aerial 
ball as home keeper Ni-
dhin Lal punched the ball 
away.

One minute later, An-
sumana Kromah shot over 
the bar after doing well to 
get inside the 18-yard box.

The visitors got the 
lead minutes later. The im-

pressive Lalram Chullova 
put in a beautiful through 
ball inside the area for 
Dudu, who timed his run 
to perfection, to sneak in 
a header. Kromah came 
close twice in quick suc-
cession, first shooting over 
and then forcing a good 
save from Nidhin Lal.

Lajong got two good 
opportunities towards the 
end of the first half. First, 
Redeem Tlang drove at 

New York, Mar. 5 (re-
uters): Serena Williams’ 
return to the WTA Tour 
following the birth of 
her first child will be 
the“greatest challenge” 
of her career, but the 
American can get back 
to her best in time for the 
French Open, according 
to her coach Patrick Mou-
ratoglou.

Williams, who won 
her 23rd grand slam title 
at last year’s Australian 
Open before going on 
maternity leave, pulled 
out of this year’s tourna-
ment in Melbourne.

She represented the 
United States in a Fed 
Cup doubles match last 
month and is scheduled 
to take part in the BNP 
Paribas Open at Indian 
Wells this week.

Asked if her latest 
comeback represented 
the biggest test of her ca-
reer, Mouratoglou said:“It 
probably is... now she 
is 36, just had a child, a 
second blood clot, has 

the rival defence before 
playing a one-two with 
Samuel on the edge of 
the box.

Tlang then got inside 
the box but sliced his at-
tempt wide of goal from 
close. Samuel then tried 
his luck from range from 
a counter attack but the 
ball agonisingly kissed 
the bar and went out for a 
goalkick.

In the second half, La-
jong came roaring back 
into the game with two 
goals. Dohling first turned 
in the brilliant Samuel's 
free kick, beating Gur-
winder Singh in the air to 
equalise. 

Then Samuel was 
brought down by Mehtab 
Singh inside the box and 
the former stepped up 
for the spot kick to make 
it 2-1.

East Bengal paid the 
price for taking their foot 
off the pedal and just 
when it looked like they 
would succumb to a shock 
defeat, Dudu made it 2-2, 
nodding in Kromah's fizz-
ing cross.

in the region. They have 
set the tone for clubs from 
the region, he said.

And Aizawl FC proved 
that it is very possible 
that a champion can be 
crowned from the North-
east. Aizawl FC took Shil-
long Lajong s example 
and moved forward. 

Reflecting on NER-
OCA FC s dream outing, 
Renedy feels the club s 
run has been nothing 
short of inspirational. 

NEROCA FC s run for 
the Hero I-League title 
this season has been in-
spirational for everyone 
in the state of Manipur 
and the northeast of In-
dia.

They have done well 
and I hope they do well in 
their last match (against 
Kingfisher East Bengal)," 
he said.

The Northeast has 
the potential of being a 
stronghold of football in 
India when it comes to 
club level and the effects 
of Aizawl FC and NERO-
CA s dream run are being 
seen in the entire region, 
he stated.

gone more than a year 
without any competition. 
I think we can say without 
a doubt that this is her 
biggest challenge.”

Former world number 
one Williams, who re-
turned in 2012 from sur-
gery for a life-threatening 
blood clot on her lung 
and climbed back to the 
top of the rankings, said 
she almost died after giv-
ing birth to her daughter 
in September. Mourato-
glou said fans had to give 
Williams time to adjust to 
the rigours of the sport.

“I think she’ll be ready 
for Roland Garros. The 
competitions she will play 
until then will help her 
and every day she pro-
gresses on her fitness,” he 
told the Women’s Tennis 
Association website.

“Serena’s target will be 
to win grand slams. She 
knows that coming back 
might take some time, but 
her level of expectation 
is high as always. There 
are three grand slams left 
this season. They will be 
her three main goals for 
2018.”

commission, said the For-
mula E car was easier for 
women to drive.

“It’s a less physical car 
than in Formula One be-
cause of the downforce 
and because of the power 
steering as well,” ESPN 

quoted her as saying.
“The challenge that we 

women have in Formula 
Two and Formula One 
is a physical issue and I 
think in Formula E, we 
won’t have it,” added the 
Spaniard.

Jorda, who has never 
raced a Formula One car 
and achieved only mod-
est results in junior series, 
has also advocated an 
all-female motor racing 
championship.

Claire Williams, depu-
ty principal of the family-
run Williams Formula One 
team, expressed her firm 
opposition to that idea 
when asked about it at 
pre-season testing in Bar-
celona last week. “I think 
women should be able to 
compete alongside men,” 
she said.“Why would you 
segregate them?

“We’ve always been 
a sport that has allowed 
w o m e n  t o  c o m p e t e 
alongside men...so why 
would we now want to 
make what I view as a 
regressive step by creating 
an all-women champion-
ship?”

Formula One has not 
had a woman driver on 
the starting grid since 
1976. The most recent 
woman to compete in 
Formula E was Swiss racer 
Simona de Silvestro in 
2016.


