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The richest love is  
that which submits to the 

arbitration of time. 

~ Lawrence Durrell
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BJP appoints central 
observers for NE states

District official makes mockery out of EC authorisation How the numbers brought out the drama in Dmr.

In fond memory of the Congress in Nagaland  

Rio storms to power with NDPP-BJP alliance 

    

EntErtainmEnt SportS

Shatrughan Sinha wins lifetime 
achievement award in UK | P10

Set to become chief minister for fourth time; new govt. to be renamed as People’s Democratic Alliance
Eastern Mirror Bureau

Kohima/ Dimapur, Mar. 3 
(EMN): Nagaland has delivered 
a fractured mandate following 
the 2018 assembly elections 
with no political party manag-
ing to attain the magic figure 
of 31 seats as a single-party 
majority. 

Following the vote-count 
on Sat., the state's Chief Elec-
toral Officer (CEO) Abhijit Sin-
ha said that the Naga People’s 
Front (NPF) emerged the single 
largest party by winning 27 
seats out of 60; the Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP) followed with 17 and 
its pre-poll ally Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) with 12. The Nation-
al People’s Party (NPP) got two, 
the Janata Dal-United (JD-U) 
one and an independent one. 

The NDPP and the BJP 
entered into a pre-poll seat 
sharing (40-20) alliance. It is 
expected to form the govern-
ment particularly after the 
JD-U turned its back on its re-
cently reaffirmed alliance with 
the NPF on Sat. evening and 
announced a shift in decision 
to support the ‘BJP in forma-
tion of a stable government in 
Nagaland.’ 

“This decision is taken af-
ter a serious consideration of 
the current verdict of the just 
declared results of the con-
ducted general election to the 
13th Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly and also to safeguard 
the interest of the National 
Democratic Alliance in Delhi,” 
stated a press release from the 
president of the Nagaland JD 
(U) Senchumo Lotha.

The lone successful inde-
pendent candidate, Tongpang 
Ozukum from Angetyongpang 
constituency (AC) in Mokok-
chung district, also pledged 
support to the NDPP-BJP alli-
ance and to the leadership of 
Neiphiu Rio. This has brought 
the strength of the alliance to 
31. 
Big wins and close calls

Chief Minister TR Zeliang 
of the NPF retained the 7th 
Peren AC seat after defeating 
the NDPP’s Iherie Ndang by 
a margin of 5432 votes, while 
Nagaland Legislative Assem-
bly's speaker Dr. Imtiwapang 
Aier (NPF) defeated TN Man-

nen (NDPP) by 62 votes at 23rd 
Impur AC. 

The NPF’s Dr. Chumben 
Murry at 38th Wokha AC se-
cured the highest margin of 
wining votes with 8555. Those 
who won by large margins 
include first-timer Moatoshi 
Longkumer (NPF) at Dimapur-
II with 6939; the BJP’s Tovihoto 
Ayemi at Dimapur-I with 6600, 
among others. Rural Develop-
ment Minister CL John (NPF) 
also retained his Tehok seat by 
defeating C Kawang Konyak 
(BJP) by 4556 votes.

Winners who had a close 
call were H Haiying (BJP) of 
56th Noklak AC who won by a 
margin of just five  votes over 
former minister P Longon 
(NPF); N Thongwang Konyak 
(NPF) of 46th Mon town AC by 
28 votes; Vikheho Swu (NPF) 
won by 70 votes over Dr. Su-
khato (BJP) at 13th Pughuboto 
AC; Yitachu (NPF) by 74 votes 
over NDPP’s Z Nyusietho Ny-
uthe (NDPP) at 20 Meluri AC; 
Temjen Imna Along (BJP) de-
feated Dr. Benjongliba (NPF) 
by 86 votes at 30th Alongtaki 
AC; and Imtikumzuk (NDPP) 
defeated Toshipokba (NPF) by 
88 votes from the 26th Aon-
glenden seat.

In Mokokchung town, re-
cently retired bureaucrat Met-
subo Jamir defeated by 1004 
votes C Apok Jamir, the legis-
lator of the area and a son of 
Odisha Governor Dr. SC jamir.  

In a shocker, former chief 
secretary of Nagaland Ale-
mtemshi Jamir (NDPP) who 
contested from two constitu-
encies—24th Angetypongpang 
and 25th Mongoya in Mokok-
chung district—lost in both 
seats. Jamir was defeated at 
Angetyongpang AC by former 
Naga Students' Federation 
president and new entrant in 
politics Tongpang Ozukum by 
950 votes. In Mongoya, Dr. K 
Ngangshi Ao of the NPF de-
feated the former bureaucrat 
by 348 votes. 

Five-time member of the 
Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
Tokheho Yepthomi (NDPP) 
also suffered defeat at the Di-
mapur-III seat—considered 
his stronghold—at the hands 
NPF’s Azheto Zhimomi by 2138 
votes.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Mar. 3: The final nail in 
the Indian National Congress' cof-
fin was hammered in when eight 
of its legislators defected to join 
the then ruling Nagaland govern-
ment led by the Naga People’s Front 
(NPF) in 2015. 

The funeral arrived three years 
later – the sombre occasion dis-
guised as the 2018 Nagaland as-
sembly elections.

When it arrived, it came in the 
form a whimper not a bang. The 
scale of humiliation was 18 times 
multiplied even as the Nagaland 
Pradesh Congress Committee 
(NPCC) failed to win even one seat 
in the Nagaland Legislative Assem-
bly despite fielding 18 candidates. 

This is a political party that has 
given three chief ministers (on four 
separate occasions) since the state 
of Nagaland was formed in 1963. 
The current NPCC present K Therie 
lost in Pfutsero to Neiba Kronu. 

Khekiye Sema, the Congress’ 
joker in the pack, also lost to Zhaleo 
Rio at Ghaspani II. Considering the 
grave condition of the grand old 
party in Nagaland, the 2018 assem-
bly election results certainly read 
like the final rite for the Congress 
for at least a foreseeable future.   

In the run-up to the elections, 
the NPCC had declared severance 
of any connection with Dr. SC Jamir 
who for many decades was the 
party’s face, body, soul and several 
other limbs in Nagaland–and his 

family. 
Thus the symmetry certainly 

strikes a quirky facet now that the 
burial of the Congress in Nagaland 
would coincide with the disappear-
ance of Jamir’s family from state 
politics for the first time since dec-
ades. While Jamir has exchanged 
state politics for gubernatorial 
assignments, his younger brother 
SI Jamir decided not to contest this 
time. 

This left Jamir’s son Apok who 
contested from Mokokchung town 
as the only physical reminder 
of the presence of the stalwart. 
However, with debutant Metsubo 
Jamir emerging victorious, the last 
physical reminder of Dr. SC Jamir in 
Nagaland politics has been white-

washed at least for this tenure. 
But for the elder brother of Met-

subo Jamir, Alemtemshi, it was a 
double-barrelled embarrassment. 
The former chief secretary had 
decided to contest from Mongoya 
as well as Angetyongpang assembly 
constituencies in Mokokchung. He 
lost at both. 

Besides the Congress, three 
other parties failed to register wins. 
But even as the Nationalist Con-
gress Party, the Lok Janshakti Party, 
and the Aam Aadmi Party failed to 
break the duck, their failures were 
not as accentuated as that of the 
Congress if only for the fact that the 
grand old party had enjoyed unri-
valled political clout for decades in 
the state of Nagaland.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Mar. 4:  Vote-
counting for the district 
of Dimapur on Mr. 3 was 
one for the jitters as the 
way to the final numbers 
threw up a rollercoaster 
of confusion, celebration, 
and shock. 

Many first-time con-
tenders for this year’s 
elections to the Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly of-
fered tantalizing drama 
to some of the old timers 
during the first few rounds 
of counting. 

The Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party’s 
(NDPP) Supulebten was 
defeated by first-timer 
Mo a t o s h i  L o n g k u m e r 
from the Naga People’s 

Front (NPF) by a stagger-
ing 21, 942 against 15, 003 
in Dimapur-II assembly 
constituency (AC). 

At  Gh a s p a n i - 1  AC , 
Jacob Zhimomi of the 
Bhar t iya  Janata  Par ty 
(BJP) started leading from 
round one with 2609 votes. 
Treading not far behind 
was Kasheto Yepthomi, 
an independent with 1522 
votes. Zhimomi emerged 
victorious with 23, 391 
votes against Yepthomi's 
20, 796 votes. 

Prominent social ac-
tivist KK Sema from the 
Indian National Congress 
(INC), also in the fray for 
the first time, was leading 
by a few hundred votes 
against Zhaleo Rio (NDPP) 

in Ghaspani-2 but things 
took a turn during the last 
few rounds of the count-
ing as Rio secured the top 
vote to emerge trium-
phant. 

At Dimapur-1 AC, it 
was a landslide win for 
Tovihoto Ayemi (BJP), 
who proved to have se-
cured major support from 
his constituency with a 
margin of more than six 
thousand votes against 
Pukhavi Yepthomi (NPF). 

In another surpris-
ing win, this time against 
NDPP’s veteran candidate 
Tokheho Yepthomi, the 
NPF’s Azheto Zhimomi 
won at Dimapur-3 with 
more than two thousand 
votes. 

 New Delhi, Mar. 3 (PTI): The BJP Parliamentary 
Board today appointed Union ministers Nitin 
Gadkari and Jual Oram as central observers for 
Tripura, where the saffron party along with its 
ally won a two-third majority.

The ministers have been tasked with select-
ing the party's chief ministerial candidate in the 
state.

The board met in the evening and expressed 
its happiness over the party's performance in the 
three northeastern states of Tripura, Nagaland 
and Meghalaya.

It also appointed central observers for Na-
galand where the BJP is set to form government 
along with its allies, and Meghalaya where the 
elections have thrown up a hung verdict, said 
senior party leader and Union Health Minister 
J P Nadda.

Nadda and party general secretary Arun Singh 
are the observers for Nagaland and Union Min-
isters Kiren Rijiju and Alphons Kannanthanam 
for Meghalaya.

"The BJP has secured a majority on its own. 
One of the few surviving Left enclaves has been 
demolished. The BJP led alliance has secured 
over 50 per cent of the popular vote. The politics 
of violence has been defeated by the power of 
democracy in Tripura.

"This is a mandate for peace, stability and de-
velopment. The voters have voted for including 
North-east as a part of the national development 
agenda," Nadda said in a statement.

All these observers will visit the respective 
states and speak with the party MLAs to elect 
their leader.

Though the party had not announced any 
chief ministerial candidate during the run-up 
to the elections, Tripura BJP chief Biplab Kumar 
Deb is seen as a front runner. The BJP will form 
its maiden government in the northeastern state 
where it routed the Left, which was in power for 
the last 25 years.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, BJP chief 
Amit Shah and several other members of the par-
liamentary board were present in the meeting.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Mar. 3: Despite 
clear instructions from 
the Election Commission 
of India (EC) announcing 
free passage for journal-
ists into vote-counting 
stations, an official of the 
Dimapur district admin-
istration in Niuland sub-
division appears to have 
missed the memo.            

The additional deputy 
commissioner of Niuland 
Rosy M Atrhila on Mar. 
3 not only stopped a re-
porter of Eastern Mirror 
from entering the count-
ing station in Dimapur in 
a brazen contravention of 
the EC's directive but also 
ordered armed military 
personnel guarding the 

vicinity to restrict entry of 
everyone but the ‘deputy 
commissioner and gov-
ernment officials.’ 

The incident occurred 
at the counting station for 
Ghaspani-I when said of-
ficer ‘ordered’ the reporter 
to leave in the presences 
of the counting agents. 
The Eastern Mirror re-
porter was carrying valid 
documents—including 
an ECI-issued, authorized 
pass—that allowed entry 
as well as re-entry. 

Reporters covering 
the vote-counting proc-
ess were also made to 
keep their phones at the 
gate before entering the 
DC’s office. All reporters 
promptly obliged to this. 

When contacted, Chief 
Electoral Officer (CEO) 
Abhijit Sinha informed 
that the press personnel 
were allowed to carry their 
phones till the media sta-
tion supposed to be situ-
ated outside the building 
where counting was tak-
ing place. 

Such obvious cases of 
so-called ‘miscommuni-
cation’ between election 
officials and state govern-
ment officials have more 
often than not caused ma-
jor obstacles to journal-
ists covering important 
events. The use of armed 
military personnel to in-
timidate journalists—as 
was the case here—only 
makes the matter worse. 
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NDPP - 17
BJP - 12
IND - 1
JDU - 1

People’s Democratic Alliance : 31
NPF - 26
NPP - 2
Undeclared - 1

it. Also, he has called upon the 
people of Nagaland to be in 
unity and has appealed to all 
to work together for a 'faster 
solution.'
Five-for-nothing  

Nagaland’s latest dalliance 
with women representatives 
drew another blank even as 
all of the five women who 
contested the elections failed 
to win. The candidates were 
Rekha Rose Dukru (independ-
ent), Awan Konyak (NDPP), 
Wedie-ü Kronu (NPP), Rhakila, 
(BJP) and Dr. K Mangyangpula 
Chang (NPP). 

Of the five candidates, 
Awon Konyak came closest 
to defeating her rival and by 
a margin of 905 votes. None 
of the other four candidates 
could garner more than 1000 
voters. 
Newcomers pledge change  
Mhathung Yanthan (NDPP) 

Retired director of the Land 
Resources department Mhat-
hung Yanthan has assured to 

take advantage of his expe-
rience as a former govern-
ment servant. In a telephonic 
conversation with Eastern 
Mirror after his victory, Yan-
than said 'having seen and 
experienced how the govern-
ment functions, a strong stable 
government that performs and 
changes the system is the con-
tribution that I want to make 
while utilising my experience 
in delivering services to the 
people.'

Yanthan noted: 'I am con-
cerned with the rate of unem-
ployment in the state and, with 
government jobs saturated, 
the horizon of the youths and 
policies with emphasise on 
imparting skills to the youths.'
Toshi Wungtung (NDPP)

Another first-timer and 
former advisor to Eastern Na-
galand People’s Organisation 
(ENPO) Toshi Wungtung, who 
defeated R Tohanba, commit-
ted to delivering ‘equality in 
justice’ in the eastern areas of 

the state. He assured to de-
liver the promises of the NDPP 
manifesto.  On the trust deficit 
among Naga youths in the 
state's politicians and the gov-
ernment, Wungtung remarked 
that the government alone 
should not be blamed but that 
'everyone should make an ef-
fort to work together.'  
Lucky star for Namri Nchang 

Luck seemed to have fa-
voured Namri Nchang, the 
NDPP's candidate for Tening 
constituency, after a re-count 
of the votes was ordered and 
the results turned in his favour. 
Till late evening, reports had 
suggested that NR Zeliang was 
the winner. 

The ‘counting mistake’ was 
detected and another round 
of vote-counting was ordered. 
Talking to Eastern Mirror, 
Namri Nchang said that the 
second round of counting 
had him as the winner by a 
margin of 168 votes. The result 
has been sent to the ECI, and 
response is awaited.
BJP central tweets win in Na-
galand  

At around 3:53 pm on Mar. 
3, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi tweeted “Thank You Na-
galand for supporting BJP4Na-
galand and our valued ally. I 
assure my sisters and brothers 
of Nagaland that we will con-
tinue to work for the progress 
and prosperity of Nagaland. I 
applaud the tireless work of the 
local BJP unit.”

One from Ram Madhav’s 
series of tweets read, “I wish to 
highlight the spectacular per-
formance of BJP in Nagaland. 
It has won 12 seats out of the 
contested 20. Highest ever.”  

According to a PTI report 
Kiren Rijiju was alleged to have 
stated “BJP to go with NPF if no 
majority with NDPP in Naga-
land” which was later denied 
by him through his twitter ac-
count when a twitter account 
with the name ‘Achinta Borah’ 
twitted “In Nagaland BJP4India 
to form govt, may ally with NPF 
says Kiren Rijiju.”

Rijiju twitted from his ac-
count: “No, I didn’t say it. NDPP 
is our alliance partner. Its NPF 
who passed a resolution to re-
main with BJP.”  (Related photos 
and table in page 5)

NDPP-17 BJP-12 IND-1 JDU-1NPF-26 NPP-2 TBD-1
* To be decided

Also, former chief minister 
KL Chishi (BJP) lost the Atoizu 
seat to sitting MLA Picto Shohe 
(NPF) by 838 votes.
People’s Democratic Alliance 

The secretary general of 
the NDPP Abu Metha told 
Eastern Mirror that the NDPP-
BJP alliance had a meeting, 
between Neiphiu Rio and BJP 
general secretary in-charge of 
the north-eastern states Ram 
Madhav, on Ma. 3. Metha said 
that the lone JD (U) candidate 
and an independent who won 

have joined the government 
under the leadership of Rio. 
Statements of the duo joining 
the alliance were made avail-
able to the press.  

The NDPP's secretary gen-
eral disclosed that the alliance 
would be named 'People’s 
Democratic Alliance.' 

Rio was grateful to the peo-
ple for reposing faith in him 
and thanked Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for the sup-
port and campaigning for the 
alliance, and for strengthening 
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Framework Agreement with NSCN-IM 
confidence-building step — Rijiju

building step on the basis 
of which talk will progress. 

So the final talks, which 
are going on, will con-

Sonia Gandhi, Hillary Clinton to address 
India Today Conclave in Mumbai

India, Vietnam to work for open, prosperous Indo-PacificTension as boundary wall of UP 
religious structure found razed

Cong questions 
participation of babus 
in CM’s river video 

Crushing 25-years of Left Front rule, 
BJP pulls off emphatic win in Tripura

BJP used money, muscle power to win Tripura: Yechury

 BJP party workers celebrate party’s win in North-East states Assembly Election, in Guwahati on Saturday. PTI

Kiren Rijiju

Sonia Gandhi

Victory dance

clude once all issues are 
hammered out. I think 
it shouldn’t take much 
time,” Rijiju told India To-
day news channel. 

He said all issues were 
being monitored close-
ly. “Our interlocutor is 
briefing us closely on the 
progress of the talks. Eve-
rything is moving very, 
very smoothly,” he said.

Rijiju said the Naga is-
sue is not a recent one and 
has existed even before 
independence. 

“It is a serious issue to 
which we must give seri-

ous thought to before we 
can just spell out anything. 
There are certain things, 
for example, sovereignty. 
Sovereignty cannot be 
something we can com-
promise on,” he said. 

Answering a query, he 
said there is no question 
of divulging the Frame-
work Agreement “because 
it is just a step which has 
given us a direction on the 
basis of which talks should 
progress.”

“The details will come 
out when the accord is 
finally signed,” he said.

New Delhi, Mar. 3 (IANS): In 
what can be seen as a strong 
signal to China, India and 
Vietnam on Saturday agreed 
to work for an independent, 
open and prosperous Indo-
Pacific region as the two sides 
signed three agreements, 
including one on enhancing 
bilateral economy and trade.

“We will work together 
for an independent, open 
and prosperous Indo-Pacific 
region where sovereignty and 
international laws are respect-
ed and disputes are resolved 
through dialogue,” Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi said 
in a joint address to the media 
with visiting Vietnam Presi-
dent Tran Dai Quang follow-
ing delegation-level bilateral 
discussions here.

“Both of us are commit-
ted to expanding our mari-
time ties and ensure an open, 
transparent, inclusive and 
rules-based regional architec-
ture,” Modi said.

On his part, Quang said 
that both countries will work 
together for regional security, 
including maritime and cyber 
security. 

T h e  re m a r k s  a s s u m e 
significance given China’s 
increasing influence in the 
Indian Ocean region and ag-
gressive attitude in the South 
China Sea. 

In his remarks, Modi said 
that Vietnam has played a 
significant role within the 
framework of New Delhi’s Act 
East Policy and India’s ties 
with the Association of South-
east Asian Nations (Asean) 
regional bloc.

Vietnam is the country 

coordinator for India with 
the Asean, a role that will be 
passed on to Thailand later 
this year. 

The Prime Minister re-
called that during his visit to 
Vietnam in 2016, the bilat-
eral relationship was elevated 
from a Strategic Partnership 
to a Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership.

“Last year, we celebrated 
45 years of our diplomatic 
relationship and the 10th 
anniversary of our Strategic 
Partnership,” he said.

“Our ties are not just lim-
ited to our two governments. 
Our civlisational ties are 2,000 
years old.”

Stating that all aspects 
of the bilateral relationship 
were discussed in detail in 
Saturday’s talks, Modi said 
that both nations, being de-
veloping nations, gain from 
the experiences of each other.

“We are fortunate that 
thousands of Vietnamese peo-
ple have received education 
and training in technical and 
other areas in India,” he said.

He also pointed out that 
bilateral trade continued to 
grow even in the current glo-
bal economic scenario and 
said trade between the two 
countries rose from $6 billion 
to $10 billion in the last five 
years,

He said that, in the discus-
sions, both sides agreed to 
further strengthen trade and 
investment ties, including in 
sectors like renewable energy, 
agriculture and agro-prod-
ucts, textiles and oil and gas.

“We will not only strength-
en our longstanding bilateral 

partnership in oil and gas, but 
also explore possibilities of 
working with other countries 
for trilateral partnership,” 
Modi said. 

Stating that defence and 
security is an important pil-
lar of the strong bilateral ties, 
he said that the all defence 
services of the two nations 
enjoy close cooperation and it 
was decided in the talks to in-
crease cooperation in defence 
production.

“We will also explore pos-
sibilities in co-production and 
transfer of technology in the 
defence sector,” he stated.

Stating that the old civi-
lisational ties between the 
two countries are still alive 
and can be seen in the in-
creasing cultural, tourism 
and people-to-people links, 
the Prime Minister said that 
the Archaeological Survey of 
India has contributed to the 
preservation and restoration 
My Son Unesco World Herit-
age site in Vietnam.

He also thanked Vietnam 
for its invaluable support last 
year in getting Ahmedabad 
recognised as a Unesco World 
Heritage City.

“Our relations are are not 
only beneficial for the well-
being and happiness of our 
two nations, but also impor-
tant for peace, security and 
stability of the entire region,” 
Modi stated.

On his part, President 
Quang said that both sides 
hoped to increase two-way 
investment and hoped that 
bilateral trade will reach $15 
billion by 2020.

He thanked Vietnam Air-

lines for starting services be-
tween Ho Chi Minh City and 
New Delhi and urged Indian 
airlines to start operations 
between the two countries.

Stating that there will be 
more breakthroughs in cultur-
al tourism, he said that both 
sides will intensify people-to-
people contacts.

“Both sides will continue 
to cooperate in multilater-
al forums, including in the 
multifaceted relations with 
Asean,” Quang stated.

He said that both coun-
tries respect the UN Con-
vention on the Law of the 
Sea (Unclos), adding that 
the Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership will continue to 
be deepened.

The three agreements 
signed between the two sides 
include two memorandums 
of understaning (MoUs) - one 
on to establish a framework 
for enhancing economic and 
trade promotion and the oth-
er to strengthen technical 
cooperation in the field of 
atomic energy for peaceful 
purposes.

A work plan for the years 
2018 to 2022 was also signed 
between the Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research (ICAR) 
and Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Development of 
Vietnam to promote coopera-
tion in transfer of technology 
and exchange of visits of tech-
nical experts in agriculture 
and allied fields,

Quang, who first touched 
down at Bodh Gaya on Friday 
while coming on a three-day 
visit to India, reached New 
Delhi later in the evening.

New Delhi, Mar. 3 (IANS): Ac-
cepting the Tripura mandate, 
Communist Party of India (Marx-
ist) General Secretary Sitaram 
Yechury on Saturday charged the 
BJP with using money and muscle 
power to win the state assembly 
elections.

“This has happened because 
the BJP has unscrupulously uti-
lised huge amounts of money 
power and muscle power and 
managed to successfully bring to-
gether all anti-Left elements and 
parties including, the erstwhile 

opposition parties together into 
one anti-Left platform. They suc-
ceeded as a result of that,” he said 
as the election results came in.

Yechury warned the people 
of Tripura that there would be 
unfavourable ramifications due 
to the use of money in elections. 
“BJP brought together all kinds 
of forces using money power 
without attaching any morality to 
it. There will be results due to this 
for which people need to be alert,” 
he said. 

In a series of tweets, Yechury 

said: “We will continue to op-
pose BJP and its divisive agenda 
not only in Tripura but all over 
India. It is imperative for those 
who believe in India’s Constitu-
tional ideals to defeat the nefari-
ous designs of the BJP-RSS. The 
battle is on.”

Earlier, Yechury said the CPM 
accepts the people’s mandate in 
Tripura which is for the formation 
of BJP-IPTF alliance government. 
This has come after the Left Front 
being in power for 25 years, win-
ning five consecutive elections in 

the state, he said.
“Forty-five per cent of the peo-

ple...have voted for the Left Front. 
We assure the people of Tripura 
that the CPM will continue to 
work for their interest, their wel-
fare and most importantly for the 
unity of the tribal and non-tribal 
sections in the state, which we 
believe is very important for this 
north eastern state,” he said.

The Left leader said the party 
would study and analyse the poll 
results and then decide its next set 
of actions.

Mumbai, Mar. 3 (PTI): The 
Congress today alleged that 
the IAS and IPS officers, who 
were seen in a video about 
river conservation featuring 
Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis and his 
wife Amruta, violated the 
service rules.

It also demanded Fad-
navis’s resignation.

State Congress spokes-
person Sachin Sawant said 
that participation of IAS and 
IPS officers was objection-
able, as the service rules 
don’t permit them to take 
part in activities of private 
organisations.

Citing the All India Serv-
ice rules, Sawant sought to 
know if they were forced to 
take part in the video.

Apart from the chief 
minister and his wife, the 
video features Finance Min-
ister Sudhir Mungantiwar, 
Mumbai municipal com-
missioner Ajoy Mehta and 

police commissioner Datta 
Padsalgikar.

A song in the video calls 
for saving Mumbai’s four 
rivers, Poisar, Dahisar, Os-
hiwara and Mithi.

“The chief minister’s of-
fice claims that these peo-
ple (officials) were invited 
by River March (a private 
organisation) to take part in 
the video. Does it mean the 
government allows them to 
take part in such activities 
without taking permission? 
Disciplinary action should 
be taken against them for 
flouting service norms,” 
the Congress spokesperson 
said.

Sawant also al leged 
that the sequence featur-
ing Amruta Fadnavis was 
shot in the core area of the 
Sanjay Gandhi National 
Park (SGNP) here, where 
shooting is not allowed un-
less a special permission is 
obtained.

Mumbai, Mar. 3 (IANS): 
Former Congress Presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi will 
address a special ses-
sion of the 17th India To-
day Conclave scheduled 
here on March 9-10, an 
official said on Saturday.

She is likely to share 
her views on this year’s 
conclave theme -- The 
Great Churn. Triumphs 
and Tribulations’, and 
will be her second ap-
pearance at the event 
after 2004, Kalli Purie, 
Vice-Chairperson of In-
dia Today Group and 
Conclave Director, said.

“Sonia Gandhi has 
travel led a  long way 
since the last time she 
came to the conclave 14 
years ago. Stronger and 
wiser, she has had a ring-
side view of our country 
and will be a delight to 
listen to,” Purie said.

B e s i d e s  G a n d h i , 
some of the other speak-
ers include former US 
Secretary of State Hil-
lary R. Clinton, Union 
Ministers Nitin Gadkari 
and Dharmendra Prad-
han, Punjab and Ra-
jasthan Chief Ministers 
Amarinder Singh and 

Agartala, Mar. 3 (IANS): The Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) along with its 
partner -- IPFT -- on Saturday pulled 
off a historic victory to storm to power 
in Tripura, sweeping 43 of the 59 seats 
for which elections were held and 
ousting the Left Front government 
had had ruled for 25 years.

The BJP on its own comfortably 
managed an absolute majority with 
its candidates won in 33 constituen-
cies and leading in two more seats in 
the 60-member assembly while its 
ally, the Indigenous People’s Front 
of Tripura (IPFT), has wrested eight 
seats.

A virtual political non-entity all 
these years in the tiny Left’s citadel 
northeastern state, where BJP had 
drawn a blank in terms of seats and 
secured only 1.5 per cent of votes in 
the assembly polls five years back, 
the saffron outfit along with tribal 
party ally comfortably managed a 
two-thirds majority.

Elections were held for 59 seats 
and countermanded in one (tribal 
reserve Charilam seat) following the 
death of a ruling Left Front major 
Communist Party of India-Marxist 

(CPI-M) candidate a week before the 
February 18 polls.

The Left Front, which has ruled 
the state uninterrupted for the past 
quarter of a century, was far behind, 
with the CPI-M candidates winning 
11 seats and leading in five seats 
while its junior partners Communist 
Party of India (CPI), Forward Bloc and 
Revolutionary Socialist Party drew a 
blank after contesting one seat each.

In the last elections in 2013, the LF 
had secured 50 seats while remaining 
the 10 seats went to the Congress, 
which this time could not open its ac-
count. For the BJP, apart from its likely 
first-time victory in Tripura, it was 
a cause for big celebration, as along 
with its partner IPFT, it has captured 
another northeastern state after As-
sam, Manipur, Nagaland (where also 
votes cast were being counted during 
the day) and Arunachal Pradesh.

Tripura Pradesh BJP President Bi-
plab Kumar Deb (Banamalipur), BJP 
nominees Sudip Roy Barman (Agar-
tala), Ratanlal Nath (Mohanpur), 
Rampada Jamatia (Bagma), Dilip 
Kumar Das (Barjala), Diba Chandra 
Hrangkhawl (Karamchara), Ashish 

Kumar Saha (Bordowali) are the saf-
fron party’s notable winners.

All the seven Congress MLAs who 
joined the BJP last year won from 
their respective constituencies.

IPFT candidates, including party 
President Narendra Chandra Deb-
barma (Takarjala), General Secretary 
Mevar Kumar Jamatia (Asharambari) 
and Prashanta Debbarma (Ramchan-
draghat) have been elected to the 
state assembly for the first time.

Five Left Front ministers lost the 
elections this time.

CPI-M legislator and Tribal Wel-
fare Minister Aghore Debbarma 
(Asharambari constituency), Trans-
port and Power Minister Manik Dey 
(Majlispur), Forest and Rural Devel-
opment Minister Narensh Chandra 
Jamatia (Bagma), Fisheries and Coop-
eratives Minister Khagendra Jamatia 
(who, however, died on Friday due to 
cancer), Deputy Speaker Pabitra Kar 
(Khayerpur) and the Left Front’s Chief 
Whip, Basudeb Majumder (Belonia), 
are among the important losers.

CPI nominee and Jail and Print-
ing and Stationary Manindra Reang 
lost his Santir Bazar (reserved for the 

tribals).
Chief Minister and CPI-M politbu-

ro member Manik Sarkar (Dhanpur) 
was leading in the vote count while 
Health and PWD Minister Badal 
Choudhury (Hrishamukh), Educa-
tion Minister Tapan Chakraborty 
(Chandipur), Information, Food and 
Civil Supplies Minister Bhanulal Saha 
(Bishalgarh), Sports and Youth Affairs 
Minister Sahid Chowdhury and As-
sembly Speaker Ramendra Chandra 
Debnath are among the notable Left 
winners.

A total of 290 candidates, in-
cluding 23 women, of the ruling 
Communist Party of India-Marxist, 
Communist Party of India, Bharatiya 
Janata Party and Congress and many 
independents, were in the fray.

Balloting in Charilam (reserved 
for the tribals) has been deferred to 
March 12 after CPI-M candidate Ra-
mendra Narayan Debbarma died a 
week before the polls.

Over 92 per cent (excluding 50,700 
postal ballots) of Tripura’s 2,536,589 
voters cast their votes on February 18 
in a peaceful election, setting a new 
record in India’s electoral history.

Lucknow, Mar. 3 (IANS): Ten-
sion prevailed in Unnao dis-
trict of Uttar Pradesh on Satur-
day when a boundary wall of a 
religious structure was found 
razed on Saturday.

Angry people protested 
the demolition in Bangarmau 
area this morning, but dis-
trict civil and police officials 

reached the spot and pacified 
the protesters. A meeting of 
the ‘Peace Committee’ in the 
district was also called. 

The wall has since been 
reconstructed in presence 
of Superintendent of Police 
Pushpanjali and other senior 
officials. Things are “normal” 
now, an official told IANS.

The police suspects the 
wall was razed late Friday 
night or early Saturday morn-
ing by inebriated youths cel-
ebrating Holi. Police said there 
were no eyewitnesses to the 
demolition. Extra police has 
been deployed on the Bilhaur 
bypass in Bangarmau after the 
incident.

New Delhi, Mar. 3 (IANS): 
Union Minister of State for 
Home Kiren Rijiju has said 
that the Framework Agree-
ment signed between 
the government and the 
NSCN-IM in August 2015 
is a “confidence- building 
step” that has helped take 
the talks forward and ex-
pressed hope of reaching 
a settlement soon to the 
Naga issue.

“ T h e  F r a m e w o r k 
Agreement with the Na-
tional Socialist Council of 
Nagaland (Issac-Muivah) 
is a kind of confidence-

Vasundhara Raje respec-
tively, and NITI Aayog 
CEO Amitabh Kant.

The young brigade 
of speakers will include 
Tejaswi Yadav, Gujarat 
leaders Hardik Patel, 
former Jawaharlal Ne-
hru University leaders 
Shehla Rashid and Kan-
haiya Kumar, MIM Pres-
ident Asasuddin Owaisi, 
Trinamool Congress MP 
Derek O’Brien and Bol-
lywood actress-sisters 
Karishma Kapoor and 
Kareena Kapoor-Khan.

The corporate world 
will have a high-pow-
e re d  re p re s e n t a t i o n 
from Reliance Foun-
d a t i o n  C h a i r p e r s o n 
and Founder Nita Am-
bani, Kotak Mahindra 
Bank MD Uday Kotak, 
former Infosys CEO K. 
Gopalakrishnan, Arvind 
Panagriya, ex-NITI Aay-
og vice-chairman, Face-
book’s Business Devel-
opment Vice-President 
Ash Jhaveri.

Besides, representa-
tives from various banks 
and sports personalties 
like Ajinkya Rahane, P. V. 
Sindhu, lawyers, interna-
tional speakers and au-
thors and public person-
alities will participate.
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National General Secretary Shri Ram Madhav along with State President Shri Visasolie Lhoungu and successful 
party candidates addressing the party workers at Hotel Saramati in the evening of 3rd March, 2018.

A medical officer examining a patient during a health 
camp that was conducted in Kohima to commemorate 
World Hearing Day on Mar. 3.

Image of wild pear tree at Makhel in Senapati district, Manipur.

Students from Logos College and school children pose for a group photograph during a programme at the Nagaland Zoological Park marking 
World Wildlife Day on Mar. 3.

Seminar explores the roots of Naga heritage Zoo observes World Wildlife Day

Nagaland observes World Hearing Day State BJP celebrates electoral victory 

DPC flays ‘poor treatment’ Eye camp for ESM 

APO assures to work for unity 

Skin-thin win-margins mark Mokokchung’s thick poll battle

Dimapur, Mar. 3 (EMN): 
Japfu Christian College in 
Kohima organised a two-
day seminar on the issue 

of ‘exploring the mne-
monic aspects of Naga mi-
gration,’ on Mar. 2 and the 
3rd. The event was spon-

sored by the ICSSR-NERC. 
Research scholars and 

academicians from dif-
ferent Naga tribes such 

KG-2353

as the Angami, Chakhe-
sang, Mao, Poumai, Sumi, 
Lotha, Pochury, and the 
Rengma presented their 
research papers based 
on the legend of the ‘wild 
pear tree’ at Shajouba / 
Makhel in Senapati dis-
trict of Manipur. 

The presenters delved 
into the different migra-
tion stories to arrive at 
some idea of shared oral 
history and cultural com-
monality among the Naga 
tribes tracing their migra-
tion narrative to the wild 
pear tree.

The objective behind 
the national seminar was 
not only to look into the 
Naga past with academic 
rigour but also to foster 
the discourse of inclu-
sion, which will facilitate 
understanding, brother-
hood and unity among 
the Naga tribes.

Professor Xavier P 
Mao presented the key-
note address, while Dr. Vi-
sakhonu Hibo introduced 
the seminar and Dr. 
Kanato Chophy delivered 
the concluding remarks.

Dimapur, Mar. 3 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Zoological 
Park (NZP), near Dimapur, 
observed World Wildlife 
Day on Mar. 3 in the park 
with Dr. Prabhat Kumar, 
district forest officer of the 
Doyang plantation divi-
sion, as the chief guest of 
the programme.

This was stated in a 
press release issued by 
Obed Bohovi Swu, the 
director of Nagaland Zoo-

logical Park. 
Students from Logos 

College and school chil-
dren surrounding the 
Zoological Park partici-
pated in the celebration. 
The World Wildlife Day 
was celebrated with the 
theme “Big cats: preda-
tors under threat.” 

The chief guest de-
livered a discourse to 
the gathering about the 
importance of ‘big cats’ 

(large animals in the fe-
line family such as lions, 
tigers, leopards etc.) in the 
ecosystem, and how they 
help in maintaining bal-
ance in the forest ecosys-
tem. He talked also about 
the various threats the big 
cats face.

Photo frames showing 
captive big cats of Naga-
land Zoological Park were 
presented to the partici-
pating college and guests 

to mark the occasion.
The director of the 

Nagaland Zoological 
Park also spoke about the 
Royal Bengal Tiger and 
the leopard housed in the 
park and how the park 
was helping in spreading 
publicity about wildlife 
conservation.

Tinukaba Ao, deputy 
ranger of Nagaland Zoolog-
ical Park, has pronounced 
the vote of thanks.

Dimapur, Mar. 3 (EMN): The National 
Programme for Prevention and Control 
of Deafness (NPPCD) of the depart-
ment of Health and Family Welfare ob-
served World Hearing Day at the gov-
ernment middle school of Keyake, in 
Kohima district, on Mar. 1.

During the programme, Dr. Zhi-
matho Nyusou, ENT specialist at the 
Naga Hospital in Kohima town, spoke 
about the significance and importance 
of ear care. He reminded that hearing 
loss can be prevented through preven-
tive measures and routine check-ups. 

To promote ear and hearing care, 
a total of 83 school children were 
screened for early identification of ear 
related problems where free medicines 
were distributed to those beneficiar-
ies needing medication who were di-
agnosed with ear infection, discharge, 
wax and other ear related problems.

Information materials on ear 
care were also distributed during the 
awareness programme. Programme 
Officer, Dr. Obangjungla, staff of di-
rectorate and NHAK also attended the 
programme.  

Dimapur, Mar. 3 (EMN): 
Amid firecrackers and 

victory slogans, work-
ers of the Nagaland 

unit of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) and 

Dimapur, Mar. 3 (EMN): 
The Dimapur Press Club 
(DPC) has taken strong 
exception to what it called 
the ‘unprofessional and 
insolent treatment’ that 
was reportedly shown to 
press and media person-
nel at the vote-counting 
centre at the Dimapur 
deputy commissioner’s of-
fice complex on Mar. 3. 

The DPC issued a press 
release, through its presi-
dent Moa Longkumer 
and General Secretary S 
Henlly Phom, on behalf of 
the media fraternity of the 
district. The organisation 
expressed disgust at ‘poor 
behaviour’ displayed by 
some of the election per-
sonnel who reportedly 
‘imposed unnecessary re-
strictions’ on journalists 
covering the event. 

While stating that jour-

nalists were authorised 
entry into counting cen-
tres, the DPC alleged that 
its members were denied 
entry by those manning 
the entry points. 

It was only after much 
protest and reasoning 
that the journalists were 
allowed entry—that too 
under the watchful eyes of 
a “dobashi.” Likewise, per-
sonnel from the electronic 
media were denied entry 
into the vote counting cen-
tre even though they had 
authorisation issued by 
the Election Commission, 
the DPC statement stated.

Also, the media organi-
sation expressed displeas-
ure at some of the officials 
outside the counting cen-
tres who reportedly went 
as far as to caution the 
media persons from mov-
ing in and out ‘repeatedly.’

Our Correspondent 
Mokokchung, Mar. 3 (EMN): The 
electoral battle was big in Mokokc-
hung district, the victory bigger but 
the defeats, the biggest—only be-
cause they all were decided by some 
of the tiniest margins ever recorded 
by a district during Nagaland’s re-
cent assembly polls. 

The Naga Peoples’ Front (NPF) 
won four seats, the National-
ist Democratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP) and its ally the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) have secured two 
each while the National People’s 
Party (NPP) and an independent 
has one each in Mokokchung. The 
aggregate is out of 10 assembly 
seats in the district. 

In most of the assembly seats in 
Mokokchung, the race was neck-
to-neck; winning candidates beat 
rival candidates by mere hundreds 
of votes. The only candidate who 
won by a margin of 1000 votes was 
recorded at 27th Mokokchung town 
assembly constituency (AC) by 
Metsubo Jamir (NDPP) brother of 

former chief secretary of Nagaland 
Alemtemshi Jamir, also the NDPP’s 
working president. He defeated C 
Apok Jamir (NPF), Rongsenshilu 
(Indian National Congress) and 
Temsuwati (independent) by 1004 
votes. 

Heavyweight Nuklutoshi (NPF) 
also was defeated by a young NPP 
candidate Imnatiba by 793 votes.

Another heavy weight Imkong 
L Imchen (NPF) at 28 Koridang AC 
ran neck-to-neck with his second-
time rival T Chalukumba Ao (NPP)  
and just barely managed to hold 
on to his seat for the third time—by 
mere 127 votes.

At 23rd Impur AC, the NDPP’s 
TN Manen lost for the third time, 
and this time to Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly Speaker Dr Imtiwa-
pang Aier (NPF). He lost by a mea-
sly 62-vote margin. Imtikumzuk 
(NDPP) also barely managed to de-
fend the 26th Aonglenden AC seat 
against his second-time rival To-
shipokba (NPF)—by mere 88 votes.

Further, in the won-by-fewer-

than-100 votes category, NPF can-
didate Dr Benjongliba Aier who was 
projected to without doubt win, lost 
to rookie Temjen Imna Along (BJP) 
by 86 votes at 30th Alongtaki AC.

Dr Longrineken (BJP) also beat 
his second-time rivals ET Sunep 
(NPF) and Dr K Chuba (NPP) by 276 
votes at 29th Jangpetkong AC.

The NDPP’s Working President 
Alemtemshi Jamir who was ex-
pected to win from two seats lost in 
both. He lost to former Minister Dr 
Ngangshi  K Ao by 349 votes at 25th 
Mongya AC and to a fresh inde-
pendent Tongpang Ozukum by 950 
votes at 24th Angetyongpang AC.

At 21st Tuli AC which was being 
considered the toughest and most 
volatile constituency in the district, 
MLA Amenba Yaden beat his rivals 
by 886 votes.

Out of the 84 percent turnout 
in Mokokchung district, 401 vot-
ers went for the NOTA (none of the 
above) vote. The highest number 
of NOTA votes was 64, registered at 
21st Tuli AC.

Dimapur, Mar. 3 (EMN):  
An eye camp is being or-
ganised to be conducted 
on Mar. 7 and the 21st at 
the ECHS Polyclinic, lo-
cated adjacent to the Cir-
cuit House in Rajbari in 
Dimapur. 

Eye specialists along 
with the staff from the 
Military Hospital of Ran-
gapahar, would be treating 

patients at the eye camp. 
All ex-servicemen, ex-

servicemen’s widows, and 
their dependents are ad-
vised to avail the oppor-
tunity to attend and treat 
any eye-related problems 
they may have. The eye 
camp will commence 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
both days, available up-
dates said.

Dimapur, Mar. 3 (EMN): 
The Angami Public Or-
ganisation (APO) has 
lauded the people of 
Nagaland, particularly 
the residents of Kohima 
district, ‘for maintaining 
peace’ during the recent 
elections to the 13th Na-
galand Legislative Assem-
bly, which was conducted 

on Feb. 27.
The APO’s president 

Dr. Kepelhusie Terhüja 
and Information Secre-
tary Neithono Sothu as-
sured citizens that the 
organisation will contin-
ue to ‘support peaceful 
co-existence of all sec-
tions of the society at all 
times.’ 

their candidates, joined 
by the party’s National 
General Secretary Ram 
Madhav, celebrated the 
success of its 20 can-
didates in the recently 
conducted Nagaland 
assembly elections 
which was declared on 
Mar. 3.

Ram Madhav, who 
arrived late in the 
evening at Hotel Sara-
mati in Dimapur was 
greeted by a joyous 
crowd of BJP workers. 

During the pro-
gramme, the Nagaland 
unit president Visaso-
lie Lhoungu acknowl-
edged the hard work put 
in by the party’s work-
ers and candidates to 
ensure victory ‘to bring 
about all round devel-
opment in the state.’ He 
congratulated the suc-
cessful candidates and 
thanked party workers 
who ‘sacrificed their 
time and energy for the 
momentous event.’ 

On the success of 

the party’s election 
efforts in the state, 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had tweeted: 
“Thank you Nagaland 
for supporting @BJP-
4Nagaland and our 
valued ally. I assure my 
sisters and brothers of 
Nagaland that we will 
continue to work for the 
progress and prosperity 
of Nagaland. I applaud 
the tireless work of the 
local BJP unit.”

Earlier, Ram Mad-
hav tweeted: “I wish to 
highlight the spectacu-
lar performance of BJP 
in Nagaland. It has won 
12 seats out of the con-
tested 20. Highest ever.”

The state’s BJP unit 
also issued a statement 
thanking all who had 
supported the party 
and brought victory to 
its candidates.
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New Delhi, March 3 (IANS): The 
Bharatiya Janata Party appears 
to have consolidated its position 
as the principal pole of Indian 
politics due to its stunning vic-
tory in Tripura and its improved 
performance in Meghalaya and 
Nagaland with the results also 
showing that Congress contin-
ues to face multiple challenges 
to check its slide in the states. 

The results are expected to 
help the BJP keep up its elec-
toral momentum for the crucial 
electoral battle in Karnataka in 
about two months and expand 
its footprint to new areas for the 
crucial electoral battle in 2019 
Lok Sabha polls. 

The results are also expected 
to boost the morale of BJP work-
ers in the difficult challenges the 
party faces to retain Rajasthan, 
Madhya Pradesh and Chhattis-
garh at the end of the year.

The BJP’s concerted push in 
Tripura, based on solid work at 
the grassroots, has given a jolt to 
the Left parties who have ruled 
the northeastern state for 25 
years, and virtually decimated 
the Congress, which was the 
principal opposition party, with 
36 percent vote share in 2013 
polls.

With victory in Tripura, 
where the BJP had lost its deposit 
on 49 of 50 seats it contested in 
2013 polls, the party has now set 
its eyes on winning Kerala, West 
Bengal and Odisha - three other 
states where it has traditionally 
been on a weak wicket. 

BJP’s victory in Tripura has 
come on the back of its victory 
in Assam and was its first direct 

contest with the Left parties. 
With the National Democrat-

ic Alliance winning both Tripura 
and Nagaland and a hung house 
in Meghalaya, Mizoram is now 
the only state northeastern state 
out of ambit of NDA. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has been giving a special 
thrust to the development of 
northeast since he came to pow-
er in 2014 and has been sending 
central ministers on regular 
tours to the region, which has 
severe development challenges 
and has faced challenge of mili-
tancy. 

The government has also 
worked towards sustaining 
peace in the northeast and im-

proving its connect with the 
neighbouring countries for en-
hanced business opportunities. 

For a party seen to be inex-
tricably linked to Hindutva, the 
outcome in Tripura coupled 
with improved performance in 
Christian-majority Nagaland 
and Meghalaya has come as a 
morale-booster. The northeast 
region has 25 Lok Sabha seats. 

The Congress tally came 
down in Meghalaya, where it was 
in power, and it failed to open its 
account Tripura and Nagaland. 
The northeast has been a Con-
gress bastion in the past but in 
both Tripura and Nagaland it 
was barely in contest. 

The party was short of re-

sources and some of its internal 
differences came out in the 
open. Five of its 23 candidates 
in Nagaland withdrew from the 
contest due to severe shortage 
of funds. 

The party’s Nagaland unit 
president, Kewe Khape Therie, 
complained that its candidates 
were on an “abandoned ship” 
and sought resignation of AICC 
general secretary-in-charge C.P. 
Joshi for the failures of the party 
in the northeast.

Saturday’s poll outcome 
seems to have interrupted the 
momentum that the Congress 
was building against the Modi 
government following its im-
proved performance in Gujarat 

and the bypoll victories in Rajas-
than and Madhya Pradesh.

The party would have to 
make more concerted efforts to 
pin down the Modi government 
on the issue of corruption over 
the huge frauds in public sector 
banks and the flight of the main 
accused from the country.

If the Congress is not able 
to cobble together a majority in 
Meghalaya, it will be left in pow-
er in only in Punjab, Karnataka, 
Mizoram and the union territory 
of Puducherry. 

The party has the onerous 
task of defending Karnataka, 
with the BJP now likely to fo-
cus all its energies to wrest the 
southern state. 

If the Congress loses Karna-
taka, it will be left with Punjab as 
the only major state in its kitty, 
making the task of its revival 
ahead of 2019 polls that much 
more difficult.

The Congress continues to 
face organisational challenges 
with the likely revamp by its 
new president Rahul Gandhi 
nowhere in sight. 

The Congress faces a formi-
dable opponents in Modi and 
BJP chief Amit Shah who work 
in synergy to deliver electoral 
results. The BJP also appears to 
have developed an expertise in 
booth-level management and 
has considerably expanded its 
footprint since its victory in 2014 
Lok Sabha polls. 

The Congress is holding its 
plenary later this month and has 
to work out a strategy to arrest 
its downward slide while getting 
back to its winning ways.

Shillong, March 3 (IANS): Meg-
halaya voters returned a hung 
Assembly on Saturday, with the 
ruling Congress emerging as the 
single largest party with 21 seats 
in the 60-member house, 10 
shorts of the 31 seats needed to 
retain power.

“It is a fractured mandate. 
Now it is a question of looking at 
people who would like to look at 
common agenda acceptable to 
the state’s people and come to-
gether,” outgoing Chief Minister 
Mukul Sangma told IANS.

Sangma, retained Ampati 
seat for the sixth consecutive 
term and unseated two-time 
National People’s Party (NPP) 
candidate Nihim D. Shira in 
Songsak.

Asked if the Congress had 
sent feelers to other parties and 
independents to form the new 
government, Sangma said: “All 
parties have gone on their own 
and the regional parties have 
not shown any pre-poll alliance 
either with the Bharatiya Janata 
Party or the NPP.”

The Congress has already 
parachuted its two senior lead-
ers Ahmed Patel and Mukul 
Wasnik to try and form the new 

government in Meghalaya.
The NPP -- an ally of the BJP 

at the Centre, Rajasthan and Ma-
nipur -- emerged as the second 
largest party with 19 seats and 
is likely to join hands with the 
non-Congress parties.

NPP President Conrad K. 
Sangma, who has arrived in 
Shillong, is expected to meet 
leaders of regional and otehr 
parties -- United Democratic 
Party (UDP), Hill State People’s 
Democratic Party (HSPDP), 
People’s Democratic Front 
(PDF), Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), Nationalist Congress Par-
ty (NCP) and Khun Hyniewtrep 
National Awakening Movement 
(KHNAM) to seek their support 
to form the non-Congress gov-
ernment.

The UDP and HSPDP, which 
stitched a pre-poll alliance, won 
only six and two seats respec-
tively, while the newly floated 
People’s Democratic Front won 
four.

The BJP won two seats and 
the NCP and KHNAM one seats 
each, besides three independ-
ents.

“The regional alliance will be 
meeting this evening and decide 

the next course of action,” UDP 
leader Metbah Lyngdoh, who re-
tained Mairang seat for the third 
consecutive term, told IANS.

Accepting the People’s man-
date, HSPDP supremo Ardent 
Miller Basaiawmoit said the 
regional alliance will take a deci-
sion when it meets.

BJP General Secretary in 
charge of Meghalaya affairs, 
Nalin Kohli, refused to divulge 
details, only saying that the 
people’s verdict was against the 
Congress.

Prominent winners include 
Public Works Department Min-
ister Martin Danggo, Informa-
tion and Technology minis-
ter Ampareen Lyngdoh, Excise 
Minister Zenith Sangma, Social 
Welfare Minister, Clement Ma-
rak and Chief Minister Mukul 
Sangma’s wife Dikanchi D. Shira 
of the Congress.

Leader of Opposition and 
UDP chief Donkupar Roy re-
tained Shella seat for the sev-
enth consecutive term, James 
Sangma retained Dadenggre 
seat for the third consecutive 
term, James’ youngest sister and 
former Union Minister Agatha 
Sangma and former Meghalaya 

Rajya Sabha member Thomas 
Sangma also won elections as 
NPP nominees. 

Prominent losers include 
Home Minister Horju Donkupar 
Roy Lyngdoh, Public Health 

Engineering Minister Celestine 
Lyngdoh, Urban Affairs Minister 
Ronnie V. Lyngdoh, HSPDP chief 
Artdent Miller Basaiawmoit and 
UDP Working President Paul 
Lyngdoh.

New Delhi, March 3 (IANS): BJP chief Amit Shah on Saturday 
said the results of Meghalaya Assembly elections appeared 
to be for a change and the Congress has not got the public’s 
mandate.

He said the National Democratic Alliance partners have got 
“big success” in the state. 

“It appears to be a verdict for change. Our allies have done 
well. We have done well. The Congress has not got majority,” 
Shah told reporters here.

Answering a query, he said the people had returned a hung 
assembly. “The government will be formed by the party that 
gets the support of (majority of) MLAs,” he said. 

He questioned the Congress for sending two of its senior 
leaders Ahmed Patel and Kamal Nath to the northeastern state. 
“Why have they gone there,” he asked. 

The Congress has ruled the state for a decade.
Of the 59 of the 60 seats for which elections were held, the 

Congress bagged 21, the National People’s Party 19 and the BJP 
2. The remaining seats have gone to Independents and other 
parties. 

Agartala,  March 3 
(IANS): The Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) along with 
its partner -- IPFT -- on 
Saturday pulled off a his-
toric far reaching victory to 
storm to power in Tripura, 
sweeping 43 of the 59 seats 
for which elections were 
held and ousting the Left 
Front government that had 
ruled for 25 years.

The BJP on its own 
comfortably managed an 
absolute majority with its 
candidates won 35 seats 
in the 60-member Assem-
bly while its ally, the In-
digenous People’s Front 
of Tripura (IPFT), a tribal 
based party, has wrested 
eight seats.

A virtual political non-
entity all these years in the 
tiny Left’s northeastern 
citadel, where the BJP had 
drawn a blank in terms 
of seats and secured only 
1.5 per cent of votes in 
the Assembly polls five 
years back, the saffron out-
fit along with tribal party 
ally comfortably managed 
more than two third ma-
jority.

Elections were held for 
59 seats and countermand-
ed in Charilam (Reserve-
Tribal) following the death 
of a ruling Left Front major 
Communist Party of India-
Marxist (CPI-M) candidate 
a week before the February 
18 polls.

The Left Front, which 
has ruled the state un-
interrupted for the past 
quarter of a century, was 
far behind, with the CPI-
M candidates winning 16 
seats while its junior part-
ners Communist Party of 
India (CPI), Forward Bloc 
and Revolutionary Social-
ist Party drew a blank after 
contesting one seat each.

In the last elections in 
2013, the LF had secured 
50 seats while remaining 
the 10 seats went to the 
Congress, which this time 
could not open its account. 

For the BJP, apart from 
its likely first-time victory 
in Tripura, it was a cause 
for big celebration, as along 
with its partner IPFT, it has 
captured another north-
eastern state after Assam, 
Manipur, Nagaland (where 
also votes cast were being 
counted during the day) 
and Arunachal Pradesh.

Tripura Pradesh BJP 
President Biplab Kumar 
Deb (Banamalipur), BJP 
nominees Sudip Roy Bar-
man (Agartala), Ratanlal 
Nath (Mohanpur), Ram-
pada Jamatia (Bagma), 
Dilip Kumar Das (Barjala), 
Diba Chandra Hrangkhawl 
(Karamchara), Ashish Ku-
mar Saha (Bordowali) are 

the saffron party’s notable 
winners.

All the seven Congress 
MLAs who joined the BJP 
last year won from their 
respective constituencies.

IPFT candidates, in-
cluding party President 
Narendra Chandra Deb-
barma (Takarjala), General 
Secretary Mevar Kumar 
Jamatia (Asharambari) 
and Prashanta Debbarma 
(Ramchandraghat) have 
been elected to the state 
assembly for the first time.

Five Left Front minis-
ters lost the elections this 
time.

CPI-M legislator and 
Tribal Welfare Minister Ag-
hore Debbarma (Asharam-
bari constituency), Trans-
port and Power Minister 
Manik Dey (Majlispur), 
Forest and Rural Develop-
ment Minister Narensh 
Chandra Jamatia (Bagma), 
Fisheries and Cooperatives 
Minister Khagendra Jama-
tia (who, however, died 
on Friday due to cancer), 
Deputy Speaker Pabitra 
Kar (Khayerpur) and the 
Left Front’s Chief Whip, 
Basudeb Majumder (Belo-
nia), are among the impor-
tant losers.

CPI nominee and Jail 
and Printing and Station-
ary Manindra Reang lost 
his Santir Bazar seat (re-
served for the tribals).

Chief Minister and 
CPI-M politburo member 
Manik Sarkar (Dhanpur), 
Health and PWD Minister 
Badal Choudhury (Hrisha-
mukh), Education Min-
ister Tapan Chakraborty 
(Chandipur), Information, 
Food and Civil Supplies 
Minister Bhanulal Saha 
(Bishalgarh), Sports and 
Youth Affairs Minister Sa-
hid Chowdhury and As-
sembly Speaker Ramen-
dra Chandra Debnath are 
among the notable Left 
winners.

A total of 290 candi-
dates, including 23 wom-
en, of the ruling Commu-
nist Party of India-Marxist, 
Communist Party of India, 
Bharatiya Janata Party and 
Congress and many inde-
pendents, were in the fray.

Balloting in Charilam 
(reserved for the tribals) 
has been deferred to March 
12 after CPI-M candidate 
Ramendra Narayan Deb-
barma died a week before 
the polls. 

Over 92 per cent (ex-
cluding 50,700 postal bal-
lots) of Tripura’s 2,536,589 
voters cast their votes on 
February 18 in a peace-
ful election, setting a new 
record in India’s electoral 
history.

Electoral results in Meghalaya and Tripura
BJP expands footprint in northeast, boosts 
prospects for 2019 Lok Sabha polls

With hung verdict, Cong., NPP look for ways to form M’laya govt.

Verdict in Meghalaya is 
for change — Amit Shah

Sweeping aside Left’s 25 
year rule, BJP pulls off 
resounding win in Tripura 

Mirror Crossword 1751Sud0ku 1591
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1750

ACROSS
1. Napped
6. Monster
10. Weapons
14. Card game
15. Undue self-preoccupation
16. Skin of an apple
17. Very pale
18. Completes
19. X-Men actress ____ Paquin
20. Visiting stores to make purchases
22. Most kind or appealing
24. Haughty manner
25. Means of access
26. British writer of “Tristram Shandy” 

Laurence ______
29. Confident
30. A flexible tube
31. Month (plural)
37. Food thickeners
39. Human works of beauty
40. South Pacific volcanic islands
41. Subdue or tame
44. Mischievous elves
45. Sea eagle
46. Calms or pacifies
48. Erodes or chafes
52. Jai ____, sport
53. Author ______ May Alcott
54. Journalist and editor Rufus Wilmot 

_______ (1815-1857)
58. Pattern of crisscrossed lines
59. Native of Siam
61. Middle-Eastern desert
62. Queen Elizabeth’s daughter
63. Stop
64. Happen
65. Not more
66. Ruled Iran
67. Trap shooting 

DOWN
1. Oceans
2. Opulent
3. Reflected sound waves
4. People who make things ready
5. Form of bowling
6. Baking appliances
7. Group of people
8. Dispose
9. Trap
10. Swiftly
11. Restore
12. A southern constellation
13. Resembling slate

21. Angers
23. Distinct articles
25. Latin for “Drop”
26. Persian for “Monarch”
27. African country
28. Jacob’s brother (Bible)
29. Unrestrained overindulgence
32. Gains for service or labor
33. Office of a bailiff
34. Actress ____ Thompson
35. Resembling a rope
36. Back talk
38. Sows 
42. Respirations

43. Hindu goddess of death
47. Lariots
48. Relating to certain kelp-like 

organisms
49. Carried or supported
50. Remains after destruction
51. Assistants
52. _____metic
54. Celebration
55. ____ upon a time
56. Norwegian for the carp-like 

“Bleak” fish
57. Soil
60. Expresses surprise

solutions to suD0ku 1590

PTI

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi and BJP President Amit Shah wave as they arrive to address BJP party workers after their victory in 
Northeast assembly elections at party headquarters in New Delhi on Saturday.
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Samsung Galaxy 
S9+ named ‘Best 
New Connected 
Mobile Device’ at 
MWC 2018
Seoul, Mar. 3 (IANS): 
Samsung Electronics Co 
on Friday said its new flag-
ship smartphone, Galaxy 
S9 Plus has been named 
the “Best New Connected 
Mobile Device” at the Mo-
bile World Congress 2018 
(MWC) -- the world’s larg-
est gathering for the mobile 
communications industry.

“We will continue to 
showcase the best products 
and make innovations to 
provide better experience to 
our consumers in line with 
their needs,” Lee Young-
hee, Chief Marketing Of-
ficer of Samsung Electron-
ics, was quoted as saying by 
Yonhap News Agency.

Although prices are yet 
to be announced, Galaxy 
S9 may cost around $720 
and Galaxy S9+ nearly 
$840.

In terms of specifica-
tions, Galaxy S9 and S9+ 
are powered by Qualcomm 
Snapdragon 845 processor.

The Galaxy S9 and 
S9+ cameras have a “Super 
Speed Dual Pixel” sensor 
with dedicated processing 
power and memory to take 
high-quality pictures.

Samsung’s “Dual Ap-
erture” (F1.5 / F2.4) -- the 
world’s first such feature 
in any smartphone -- auto-
matically lets in more light 
when it’s dark and less light 
when it’s too bright, taking 
photos that are crisp and 
clear.

The “Super Slow-mo” 
video captures 960 frames 
per second. The “Slow-mo” 
videos can also be turned 
into GIFs.

The Galaxy S9 and S9+ 
also offer automatic “Mo-
tion Detection”, a feature 
that detects movement in 
the frame and automati-
cally begins to record -- all 
users have to do is set up the 
shot.

The devices now sup-
port expandable memory 
of up to 400GB with a Mi-
cro-SD Card.

Facebook testing 
‘Voice Clips’ status 
updates for Indian 
users
San Francisco, Mar. 3 
(IANS): Facebook is test-
ing a new feature called 
“Add Voice Clip” that 
appears in its status up-
date composer menu that 
allows users to record a 
short audio snippet to use 
as a status update.

The new feature was 
first spotted by an Indian 
user and the social me-
dia giant is testing “Voice 
Clips” as a status update 
option with a small per-
centage of  users in the 
country. 

“More intimate than 
text but easier to record 
than video, Facebook 
hopes voice could get peo-
ple sharing more on its ag-
ing social network. And 
internationally, where us-
ers may have to deal with 
non-native language key-
boards, voice lets them 
speak their mind without 
a typing barrier,” Tech-
Crunch reported on Sat-
urday.

“We are always work-
ing to help people share 
and connect with their 
friends and family on Fa-
cebook in ways that are 
authentic to them. Voice 
Clips gives people a new 
medium through which to 
express themselves,” a Fa-
cebook spokesperson was 
quoted as saying by Tech-
Crunch.

However, it is not yet 
known if  the feature would 
be rolled out globally.

The social media gi-
ant is getting more seri-
ous about voice-enabled 
features and it is already 
working on smart home 
speakers named Fiona and 
Aloha which are reported-
ly slated to launch around 
July.

Designed by Face-
book’s Building 8 hard-
ware lab, the Aloha model 
is reportedly more sophis-
ticated than Fiona.

NEWS IN BRIEF

‘Government dilutes RBI’s power 
to select auditors for bank audit’

2018 Honda CR-V sales halted in China; Honda 
Civic might be stopped as well—and here’s why

LIST OF SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES IN 
NAGALAND ASSEMBLY ELECTION IN 2013

SAIL’s growth up 
9% in February, to 
ramp up production

Kolkata, Mar. 3 (IANS): In the 
wake of an alleged multi-crore 
fraud on state-run Punjab Na-
tional Bank (PNB), the auditors 
and financial professionals on 
Saturday accused the central 
government of “diluting the bank 
audit system as well as power of 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for 
selection of auditors for auditing 
of banks”.

They also questioned how the 
management of banks are allowed 

to select the statutory auditors.
“Earlier, the RBI used to ap-

point statutory auditors of banks. 
But to our utter surprise, we ob-
served that from 2014-15, the 
power of the RBI to appoint cen-
tral statutory auditors and branch 
statutory auditors was snatched 
by the central government and 
was handed over to the manage-
ment of the respective banks,” As-
sociation of Chartered Account-
ants’ General Secretary Kingsuk 

Datta told reporters here.
Forum of Finance Profes-

sionals and Economists’ General 
Secretary Sunil Kumar Gandhi 
said banks’ managements were 
allowed to select the statutory 
auditors taking only nominal per-
mission of the RBI before the ap-
pointment.

“Can you imagine a situation 
where the examinees themselves 
are appointing their own examin-
ers,” he asked.

Honda had planned to address a cold-climate engine problem on two of its 
top-selling models (CR-V and Civic) in two phases, recalling CR-V sport 

utility vehicles from late February and Civics from early March 2018.

New Delhi, Mar. 3 (IANS): State-run steel producer 
Steel Authority of India (SAIL) is looking to ramp up its 
production after achieving 9 per cent growth in crude 
steel production to 1.272 million tonnes in February 
over the corresponding period last year, an official 
said on Saturday.

Reviewing the performance for the month of Feb-
ruary 2018, SAIL Chairman P.K. Singh emphasised on 
winding up the few remaining projects under mod-
ernisation and ramping up production from the new 
units, a statement said.

He exhorts for rapid ramping up of production and 
targets a higher output in March, it said.

SAIL is in the final leg of completing the moderni-
sation and expansion where only a few downstream 
facilities at its Bhilai Steel Plant are under completion.

The new mills at the company’s other plant loca-
tions are being rapidly ramped up and stabilised for 
harnessing the entire potential of these facilities.

In these series of performance review, Singh re-
cently visited its Bhilai Steel Plant and urged the work-
force to perform to their utmost potential. During 
this, he also visited the recently commissioned blast 
furnace-Mahamaya, Universal Rail Mill, and the Steel 
Melting Shop III.

ing carmakers to act.
With complaints 

from CR-V and Civic 
owners pouring out in 
mid-January, Honda de-
vised a recall plan in only 
about a month.

Honda had said on 
Feb. 12 it intended to re-
call roughly 350,000 CR-
Vs and Civics equipped 
with a 1.5-litre turbo 
engine. Both affected 
models have been sold 
by Honda’s joint venture 
with China’s Dongfeng 

Motor Group Co.
Also read: New Hon-

da Civic and 2018 Honda 
CR-V SUV showcased in 
India: Market launch de-
tails revealed

The Honda spokes-
man said company of-
ficials earlier this week 
went to China’s General 
Administration of Qual-
ity Supervision, Inspec-
tion and Quarantine to 
explain its plan.

On Thursday, the 
agency said in a state-

ment on its official web-
site that Honda’s propos-
als were“not enough.”

“The company needs 
to improve the recall 
plans further,” it said, 
suggesting Honda could 
extend the warranty cov-
erage period of the af-
fected cars.

The Honda spokes-
man said its officials 
were expected to go back 
to the agency with a re-
vised plan soon. He did 
not elaborate.

CHANGE OF NAME 
New Name: Michelle 

Kamei Jamir
Old Name: Michelle 

M Z Kamei
D.O.B: 10/02/1975

Address: H/No.42, Naharbari 
Village, Naharbari Dimapur.

Regd No: 1975/2016 D-
50

84

CHANGE OF NAME 
New Name: Amalanathan 

Pappusamy 
Old Name: Fr. Pappusamy 

D.O.B: 10.03.1962
Address: Bishop’s House, 

Kohima Nagaland 
Regd No: 225/18 D-

50
85

CHANGE OF NAME 
New Name: Noktang Jamir 

Old Name: Tongpang 
Noktang Jamir

D.O.B: 24/09/1970
Father’s Name: Lt. Tsudong 

Sangba Jamir 
Address: H/No-118, Hill 
View Colony, D.C Court 

Area, Dimapur
Regd No: 213/18 D-

50
83

TEACHERS AND STAFF VACANCY AT 
ARMY PUBLIC SCHOOL,  

RANGAPAHAR, DIMAPUR 
For details visit http://www.apsrangapahar.org
Contact: 03862-249773,  
 249732, 9436813281 DG-728

The recalls are aimed 
at fixing a problem 
caused by an unusual 
amount of un-combust-
ed petrol collecting in 
the engine’s lubricant oil 
pan.

The issue in some 
cases caused a strong 
odour of gasoline inside 
the car and in others, the 
car’s check-engine light 
came on. Honda and 
Dongfeng plan to resolve 
the issue by updating the 
engine’s gasoline injec-
tion control software.

Honda officials said 
there had been no re-
ports of accidents.

Calculate your in-
come tax post budget 
2018 through this In-
come Tax Calculator, get 
latest news on Budget 
2018 and Auto Expo 
2018.

China, Mar. 3 (Reuters): 
Japan’s auto maker Hon-
da Motor Co has halted 
the sales of its new CR-V 
SUV in China and may 
have to do the same with 
its Civic model after a 
Chinese watchdog re-
jected the automaker’s 
plan to recall 350,000 of 
the cars to fix a problem.

The company had 
planned to address a 
cold-climate engine 
problem on two of its 
top-selling models in 
two phases, recalling 
CR-V sport utility vehi-
cles from late February 
and Civics from early 
March.

A Honda spokesman 
said that China’s quality 
control watchdog con-
sidered its plan insuffi-
cient, leading Honda to 
stop sales of new CR-Vs 
until a new recall plan 
had been agreed.

The company’s prob-
lems in the world’s big-
gest auto market high-
light what appears to 
be an emerging trend, 
where Chinese custom-
ers air their complaints 
on Weibo - the country’s 
Twitter equivalent - and 
other social media, forc-

A/C. 
No

Assembly 
Constituency Name Type Winner Candidates 

Name Party Margin

1 Dimapur-I GEN H.Tovihoto Ayemi BJP 6600
2 Dimapur-II ST Moatoshi Longkumer NPF 6939
3 Dimapur-III ST Azheto Zhimomi NPF 2138
4 Ghaspani-I ST N.Jacob Zhimomi BJP 2595
5 Ghaspani-II ST Zhaleo Rio NDPP 4916
6 Tenning ST RESULT IS FORWARDED TO ECI
7 Peren ST Taditui Rangkau Zeliang NPF 5432
8 Western Angami ST Keneizhakho Nakhro NPF 694
9 Kohima Town ST Dr. Neikiesalie Kire NDPP 2372

10 Northern Angami-I ST Khriehu Liezietsu NPF 2516
11 Northern Angami-II ST Neiphiu Rio NDPP 0
12 Tseminyu ST R Khing NDPP 863
13 Pughoboto ST Y.Vikheho Swu NPF 70
14 Southern Angami-I ST Vikho-o-Yhoshü NDPP 2082
15 Southern Angami-II ST Zale Neikha NDPP 771
16 Pfutsero ST Neiba Kronu NDPP 1314
17 Chizami ST Kezhienyi Khalo NPF 403
18 Chazouba ST Chotisuh Sazo NPF 942
19 Phek ST Kuzholuzo Nienu NPF 4931
20 Meluri ST Yitachu NPF 74
21 Tuli ST Amenba Yaden NPF 886
22 Arkakong ST Imnatiba NPP 793
23 Impur ST Dr.Imtiwapang NPF 62
24 Angetyongpang ST Tongpang Ozukum INDEPENDENT 950
25 Mongoya ST Dr Ngangshi K Ao NPF 348
26 Aonglenden ST Imtikumzuk NDPP 88
27 Mokokchung Town ST Metsubo Jamir NDPP 1004
28 Koridang ST Imkong L Imchen NPF 128
29 Jangpetkong ST Dr Longrineken BJP 276
30 Alongtaki ST Temjen Imna Along BJP 86
31 Akuluto ST Kazheto Kinimi BJP 735
32 Atoizu ST Picto NPF 818
33 Suruhoto ST H. Khehovi BJP AWAITED
34 Aghunato ST Pukhayi NDPP 1416
35 Zunheboto ST K.Tokugha Sukhalu NDPP 2548
36 Satakha ST G Kaito JD (U) 2543
37 Tyui ST Yanthungo Patton BJP 3092
38 Wokha ST Dr Chumben Murry NPF 8555
39 Sanis ST Mathung Yanthan NDPP 2992
40 Bhandari ST Mmhonlumo Kikon BJP 312
41 Tizit ST P.Piwang konyak BJP 2386
42 Wakching ST Y.M Yollow Konyak NPF 1766
43 Tapi ST Noke NDPP 1237
44 Phomching ST Pohwang Konyak NDPP 632
45 Tehok ST C.L John NPF 4556
46 Mon Town ST N.Thongwang Konyak NPF 28
47 Aboi ST Eshak Konyak NPF 905
48 Moka ST E.E Pangteng NPF 148
49 Tamlu ST B.S Nganlang Phom NPF 958
50 Longleng ST S Pangyu Phom BJP 1006
51 Noksen ST C.M Chang NDPP 576
52 Longkhim Chare ST Muthingnyuba Sangtam NPF 1848
53 Tuensang Sadar-I ST Toyang Chang NPF 3259
54 Tuensang Sadar-II ST Kejong Chang NPF 1799
55 Tobu ST N Bongkhao Konyak NDPP 621
56 Noklak ST H Haiying BJP 5
57 Thonoknyu ST L Khumo Khiamniungan NPP 4044
58 Shamator-Chessore ST Toshi Wungtung NDPP 307
59 Seyochung Sitimi ST V Kashiho Sangtam BJP 1162
60 Pungro Kiphire ST T.Torechu NPF 473

JD(U) representative Kaito Aye and Independent legislator Tongpang Ozukum after officially joining the NDPP-BJP alliance to form the 
next government in Nagaland on Sat. evening.

Of the same feathers



6

C. Adam Clagg | www.biblestudymagazine.com

Ambrose.J.Chakre

EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Sunday, March 4, 2018

The contents of articles in this page do not necessarily reflect the Editorial view or policy of the paper.  

DAILY

PATH
"What had I done?" It should have been one of the most exciting times of my life. Instead, it was one of 

the loneliest. I’d just gotten my first “real” job after college, in a city hundreds of miles from where I 
grew up. But the thrill of that big step quickly faded. I had a tiny apartment. No furniture. I didn’t know 

the city. I didn’t know anyone. The job was interesting, but the loneliness felt crushing.
One night, I sat at home with my back against the wall. I opened my Bible and stumbled onto Psalm 

16, where verse 11 promises God will fill us. “Lord,” I prayed, “I thought this job was the right thing, 
but I feel so alone. Please fill me with a sense of Your nearness.” I offered variants of that plaintive plea 
for weeks. Some nights, my sense of loneliness eased, and I had a deep experience of God’s presence. 
Other nights, I still felt achingly isolated.

But as I returned to that verse, anchoring my heart in it night by night, God gradually deepened my 
faith. I experienced His faithfulness in a way I never had before. And I learned that my job was simply 
to pour out my heart to Him . . . and humbly await His faithful response, trusting His promise to fill us 
with His Spirit.

Lord, we can feel so empty at times. But You’ve made known the path of life. You long for us to 
trust You. Help us to cling to Your promise to fill us in our desperate moments. 

When God Fills Us
BIBLE READ:    PSALM 16:5–11  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
You make known to me the path of life; you will 

fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal 
pleasures at your right hand.  

~  Psalm 16:11 Anchor your heart in God.

Why Would God Let Me Suffer? (4 Reasons from 1 Peter)

The 
Commitment 

of Purity

Seven Ways to Save Money While Spending Online

Diabetes Can Be Divided into Five Different Groups: Study Antibiotic Misuse May Adversely 
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“Why would God do this?” his 
grandmother asked me as we 
stood in front of her grandson’s 

casket. Was there an answer that 
would calm her troubled heart? 
Nothing I could say would take 
away her pain. I told her that I did 
not know why her grandson died, 
but that God cares for us when we 
are suffering.

First Peter is about suffering. 
Certainly not a topic I like to read 
about or hear preached, but Peter 
casts it in a new light. And he has 
reasons for doing so.
Reason 1: Peter’s Experience
The apostle Peter understood suf-
fering from identifying with Jesus 
and his years serving the fledgling 
church. Sometimes his suffering 
was self-induced, caused by his 
own mistakes. The simple, rug-
ged fisherman failed when he took 
his eyes off Jesus while walking on 
the water. Peter even denied Christ 
during the last few hours before the 
crucifixion. Despite all this, Jesus 
never forsook Peter, and God used 
these experiences to mold him.

In [Christ] you greatly rejoice, 
though now for a little while you 
may have had to suffer grief in all 
kinds of trials. These have come so 
that your faith—of greater worth 
than gold, which perishes even 
though refined by fire—may be 
proved genuine and may result in 
praise, glory and honor when Jesus 
Christ is revealed (1 Pet 1:6–7 NIV).

Peter’s view is ironic (to say the 
least). When we endure pain, most 
of us doubt God’s love, or even 
question our salvation. Peter re-
minds us that suffering isn’t pun-
ishment from God. It is temporary. 

Even though God didn’t cause the 
pain, He will refine us through it. 
Peter seems to be echoing what Job 
said after he endured a tremendous 
trial: “But [God] knows the way that 
I take; when he has tested me, I shall 
come out as gold” (Job 23:10 NIV).

If Job and Peter could find pur-
pose in their pain, then there must 
be something to what they are 
saying. The mystery of suffering is 
never fully expressed. But it does 
seem that suffering leads us to pray 
more—whether out of anger, pro-
test or petition. And thus, in the 
midst of tragedy, our relationship 
with God can improve.
Reason 2: Christ’s Suffering
As odd as it sounds, we have the 
opportunity to become more like 
Jesus by suffering.

Jesus gave us the ultimate ex-
ample of godly endurance when He 
died for our sins. He had a purpose 
in mind. Peter says that “Christ suf-
fered for [us], leaving [us] an ex-
ample … [We] should follow in his 
steps” (1 Pet 2:21 NIV). But why do 
we need to suffer like Jesus? Wasn’t 
He crucified “once and for all” for 
us?

These questions delve further 
into the mystery of anguish. It is not 
that we need to suffer just like Jesus. 
Because Christ suffered and “bore 
our sins in his body on the tree, so 
that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you 
have been healed” (2:24).

The last line of 1 Pet 2:24 is an al-
lusion to the servant in Isaiah.

Surely he took up our infirmi-
ties and carried our sorrows, yet we 
considered him stricken by God, 
smitten by him, and afflicted. But 

he was pierced for our transgres-
sions, he was crushed for our iniq-
uities; the punishment that brought 
us peace was upon him, and by his 
wounds we are healed. We all, like 
sheep, have gone astray, each of us 
has turned to his own way; and the 
Lord has laid on him the iniquity 
of us all (Isa 53:4–6 NIV, emphasis 
added).

For Peter, Jesus was the ultimate 
fulfillment of the suffering servant 
prophesied about 500 years earlier. 
Peter directs the words of Isaiah at 
his community by exchanging the 
pronoun “we” for “you”: “By his 
wounds you have been healed.” 
Jesus bore our sin and lifted our in-
iquities so that we will no longer be 
separated from God (1 Pet 2:24; Isa 
53:8). We don’t have to endure ul-
timate suffering—separation from 
God—because of the ultimate suf-
ferer’s actions. All we have to do is 
believe, and then begin “living for 
righteousness” (the right purposes) 
(1 Pet 2:24).

The example of Christ’s suffer-
ing in 1 Pet 2:24 also clarifies Peter’s 
point in 1 Pet 2:21: We should react 
to suffering like Jesus did, being will-
ing to suffer for other people. When 
we suffer, we share something in 
common with Jesus. We have an 
opportunity to show people Christ’s 
faithfulness in how we react. Jesus 
was rejected, humiliated, beaten 
and murdered. When tragedy hap-
pens to us, it is not caused by God, 
but it is certainly an opportunity to 
show ourselves faithful.

When you are going through 
horrible times, people will watch 
to see how you react. It may seem 
strange and even unfair, but God 
might be answering your prayers 
in a round-about way. A friend who 
needs Christ may accept Him be-

cause you believed that God would 
continue to work through you—
even in the midst of your pain.

Above all, Peter wants us to 
remember that we are not alone. 
When we cry out to Christ, He un-
derstands our pain and weakness-
es because He endured the same 
thing.
Reason 3: Blessings
Peter’s audience was suffering at 
the hands of other people, because 
they believed in Jesus. If you have 
endured persecution for Christ, you 
know how traumatic it can be. Peter 
offers some advice: following the 
example of his Savior, he encour-
ages us not to repay evil for evil or 
insult for insult.

Finally, all of you, live in harmo-
ny with one another; be sympathet-
ic, love as brothers, be compassion-
ate and humble. Do not repay evil 
with evil or insult with insult, but 
with blessing , 
because to this you were called so 
that you may inherit a blessing (

 (1 Pet 3:8–9 NIV).
“Bless” those who harm me? You 

have got to be kidding. What is Peter 
talking about? The Greek words Pe-
ter uses  both 
have to do with wishing favor upon 
someone—specifically the type of 
favor wished on someone through 
prayer. We don’t need a Greek dic-
tionary to figure this out. Just look 
at the context:

Finally, all of you, live in harmo-
ny with one another; be sympathet-
ic, love as brothers, be compassion-
ate and humble. Do not repay evil 
with evil or insult with insult, but 
with , because to this you 
were called so that you may inherit 
eulogia.

From the context, we find the 
sense of the word. “Favor” works 

nicely:
Do not repay evil with evil or in-

sult with insult, but with favor, be-
cause to this you were called so that 
you may inherit favor.

If we turn the other cheek, those 
attempting to inflict pain will be 
thrown off their game. They will be 
taken aback. They may even sud-
denly begin to favor us.

We see the English word “bless-
ed” again in 3:14  “But even if you 
should suffer for what is right, you 
are blessed ( ).” 
First Peter 3:14 uses makarios, not 
eulogeō or eulogia. This is a differ-
ent kind of “blessing” than what we 
see in 3:9. Makarios is the word we 
find in Jesus’ “Blessed are you” say-
ings in Matt 5. Jesus says:

Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they will be comforted. Blessed are 
the meek, for they will inherit the 
earth. Blessed are those who hun-
ger and thirst for righteousness, for 
they will be filled (Matt 5:3–6 NIV).

All of Jesus’ sayings are about 
how God will vindicate His peo-
ple—what He will do for them in 
the future. In His next statement, 
Jesus even echoes Peter’s logic in 
3:9: “Blessed are the merciful, for 
they will be shown mercy” (Matt 
5:7 NIV). If you show mercy, God 
will be merciful. If you show kind-
ness to other people when they are 
cruel, they will likely be kind to you. 
Giving someone what they don’t 
deserve changes everything, and it 
results in God’s favor—His future 
blessing.

The apostle talks about this in 
depth in his second letter.
Reason 4: God’s Faithfulness
One day, our suffering will end. We 
will be united with our suffering 

Lord and those who came to know 
Him because we suffered well. This 
is what Peter says near the end of 
his second letter, which he wrote 
very close to his execution:

Since everything will be de-
stroyed … what kind of people 
ought you to be? You ought to live 
holy and godly lives as you look for-
ward to the day of God and speed 
its coming. [The day God comes] 
will bring about the destruction 
of the heavens by fire, and the ele-
ments will melt in the heat. But in 
keeping with his promise we are 
looking forward to a new heaven 
and a new earth, the home of right-
eousness. So then, dear friends, 
since you are looking forward to 
this, make every effort to be found 
spotless, blameless and at peace 
with him. Bear in mind that our 
Lord’s patience means salvation (2 
Pet 3:11–15 NIV).

Suffering does not last forever. 
Not only do we follow Christ’s ex-
ample by suffering, but we also fol-
low in His resurrection. One day, 
God will raise us up out of our suf-
fering.

First and Second Peter gives us 
a complete picture of suffering. 
These letters remind us that suf-
fering is only temporary and that 
it exists because we live in a fallen 
world. But one day Christ will re-
turn and redeem this world and 
make everything right. One day 
God will vindicate us. In the mean-
time, we have to act like Christ by 
being kind to those who do not 
deserve kindness. In doing so, we 
will realize the profoundness of 
suffering—the mystery. For this 
reason, Peter says at the end of 
his letter, “Cast all your anxiety on 
[Christ] because he cares for you” 
(1 Pet 5:7).

How can a young man keep his way pure? By 
living according to your word. Psalm 119:9

E
very commitment made in the truth is a 
depiction of the feelings within. It is not 
by impurity that we can please God but by 
holiness. The truth regarding this reality is 

that the acts of our ways will either speak for us or 
be against us. The world in its unholiness will nev-
er endorse God’s Word, on the contrary the evils of 
it will only revolt against the truth. The test of our 
faith comes in various ways and with every test we 
pass, the honor of promotion will surely come in 
great and unexpected ways. Let me make an illus-
tration? Suppose a ‘virgin’ is pledge to be married 
to a holy man, the engaged bride will desire to be 
faithful to her husband even before the marriage 
takes place. This is what love is and it is only by 
this virtue that we can truly please God who is our 
Husband and our King and Lord. 

Remember, the sins of this world will only try 
to cause the downfall of many but those who are 
secured in the truth will only become more and 
more established in what they love. Since time is 
limited I am prompted to write this: Holiness is not 
about posing seductively for advertisements; nei-
ther is it evidenced in a naughty acts prompted by 
naughty thoughts. A man cannot be a slave of two 
masters and a woman cannot be the wife of two 
husbands but only one. This allegory is a clear de-
piction of what God’s children must be established 
in. The desire for purity must reign supreme in the 
lives of every loved sons and daughters of God. It 
has to be remembered that true relationship is all 
about honoring the relationship and it will also be 
by how loyal we are to Christ which will also deter-
mine how much we honor God. 

This desire has to be honored and unless we 
love deeply, we cannot truly love God. Forsaking 
this greatest commandment will only invite great-
er curses against the enemies of Christ. It is only 
when we live by the Word that our lives will begin 
to reflect the word. The stance of our commitment 
to Christ will only get better with every medita-
tion and worship we give to the truth. Every young 
man must keep himself pure by living according 
to the word and every young woman must keep 
herself  pure by being devoted to her husband as 
she would to the Lord. Remember, the Word is the 
Lord and if we truly walk in the light, we shall not 
be darkened by sin but we shall be consumed by 
the brightness of God’s beauty. The choice to either 
live in purity or unholiness is the church’s choice. 
The church must be holy.

W
hile visiting an offline store 
still has its charm, there is 
something to be said about 
the ease and convenience of 

using your phone or computer to search 
for and buy something online, pay for it 
with a few clicks and have it delivered to 
you. Each shopping website, bank and 
wallet provider is trying to offer the best 
possible deal.

Patanjali Somayaji, co-founder of the 
Walnut App, lists seven ways to save mon-
ey when shopping online.

Compare prices and set alerts: First 
decide what you want to buy and then 
compare prices across shopping sites. Set 
price alerts for products you're interested 
in, so you can be notified when available 
at your desired price. There are several 
dedicated price comparison websites and 
browser extensions which show prices of 
items across major shopping portals and 
let you set alerts for product price.

Maximise cashback and discount offers: 
Every shopping site has partnerships for 
cashbacks and discounts with one or more 
banks, either on an ongoing basis or during 
special sales. Before going ahead, always 
check the terms and conditions -- such as 
minimum eligible purchase or maximum 
discount or cashback on offer. In case of 
cashback, in how much time will it be cred-
ited, and will it be to a wallet or your credit/
debit card. Some sites offer an additional 
discount or cashback on purchases from 
their mobile app. If there are several offers 
on a product, check how best they can be 
combined to get the best deal possible.

Maximise offers on bank cards/wal-
lets: All banks and wallet apps now flood 
us with dozens of emails, SMSes and no-
tifications about special deals and offers. 
These could be for product discounts and 
cashbacks, for purchase via their app, or 
even use of their credit/debit card/wal-
let during a certain period or beyond a 

specific amount -- irrespective of which 
site you buy from. They may offer bonus 
reward points too. Set filters or labels to 
track such mails and ensure you don't 
miss out on offers.

Check for free delivery: Check if deliv-
ery is free or if there is a cost. Some sites 
have free and priority delivery for premi-
um members. Most online shopping sites 
are now a marketplace, so there is a lot 
of competition among sellers too. For all 
products, sites display a list of offers from 
other sellers. From there you can check 
which seller is offering the best price, free 
or paid shipping, and also their seller rat-
ing to indicate how reliable they are.

Track online shopping spends: It is 
easy to get carried away with all the deals 
and offers and overspend without realis-
ing it. Use an app to track such spends 
based on merchant and category. You can 
also add tags like #Online to view all your 
online shopping spends at a glance and if 

you're going beyond your budget.
Check product reviews: If an offer price 

seems too good to be true, check reviews 
for that product. Reviews on the shop-
ping site could be biased or fake, although 
there are genuine ones as well. There are 
other websites that publish product re-
views too. Keep your budget and require-
ment in mind -- what works for someone 
else may not work for you. Check if friends 
or colleagues have bought that product, 
and their experience. Reviews may also 
indicate if the product shown is a previous 
version, hence priced lower -- but if it suits 
your need, go for it and save money.

Use your social network: There are 
dedicated Facebook pages and Twitter ac-
counts that share deals. You can also ask 
for opinions and recommendations on 
social media and others will be happy to 
share their experience or suggest lower 
priced alternatives for a product.

Source: IANS

P
eople suffering from diabe-
tes can be divided into five 
separate groups, not just 
two, as commonly thought, 

says a new study.
Diabetes is currently divided into 

two major groups - Type-1 diabetes 
which accounts for around 10 per 
cent of the cases and Type-2 diabetes 
which accounts for 85-90 per cent of 
the cases.

Type-1 diabetes, which generally 
develops in childhood, is an autoim-
mune condition where the pancreas 
produces little or no insulin.

In Type-2 diabetes, the body does 
not use the hormone insulin well 
and is unable to keep blood sugar at 
normal levels.

The new study, published in the 
journal The Lancet Diabetes and 
Endocrinology, suggests that Type-2 
diabetes actually consists of several 
subgroups.

These findings are based on ini-
tial results of ANDIS - a study cover-
ing all newly diagnosed diabetics in 
southern Sweden. 

"This is the first step towards 
personalised treatment of diabetes," 
said Leif Groop, Professor at Lund 
University in Sweden.

Today, about 425 million people 
around the world have diabetes. By 

2045, the number is expected to in-
crease to 629 million. 

Secondary diseases in the form 
of kidney failure, retinopathy (eye 
damage), amputations and cardio-
vascular diseases result in huge costs 
to society and major individual suf-
fering. 

Thus, the need for new and bet-
ter treatment options is great.

"Current diagnostics and classi-
fication of diabetes are insufficient 
and unable to predict future com-
plications or choice of treatment," 
explained Groop, who initiated the 
study.

He believes that the results repre-
sent a paradigm shift in how to view 
the disease in the future.

"Today, diagnoses are performed 
by measuring blood sugar. A more 
accurate diagnosis can be made 
by also considering the factors ac-
counted for in ANDIS - All New Dia-
betics In Skane (in Sweden)," Groop 
said.

Since 2008, the researchers have 
monitored around 13,700 newly di-
agnosed patients between the ages 
18 and 97. 

By combining measurements of, 
for example, insulin resistance, insu-
lin secretion, blood sugar levels and 
age at onset of illness, the research-

ers were able to distinguish five dis-
tinct clusters.

Group 1, the severe autoimmune 
diabetes, essentially corresponds to 
Type-1 diabetes and is characterised 
by onset at young age, poor meta-
bolic control and impaired insulin 
production.

Group 2, the severe insulin-defi-
cient diabetes, includes individuals 
with impaired insulin secretion and 
moderate insulin resistance. 

Group 3, the severe insulin-re-
sistant diabetes is characterised by 
obesity and severe insulin resistance. 

Group 4, the mild obesity-related 
diabetes includes obese patients 
who fall ill at a relatively young age.

Group 5, the mild age-related di-
abetes is the largest group and con-
sists of the most elderly patients.

"The most insulin resistant pa-
tients (Group 3) have the most to gain 
from the new diagnostics as they are 
the ones who are currently most in-
correctly treated," Groop said.

The researchers subsequently re-
peated the analysis in a further three 
studies from Sweden and Finland.

"The outcome exceeded our ex-
pectations and highly correspond-
ed with the analysis from ANDIS," 
Groop said.

Source: IANS

Long-term antibiotic overuse or misuse may make 
people drug resistant and vulnerable to infection, 
impacting cancer treatment efficacy in a negative 

way, new research suggests.
Antibiotic use is known to have a near-immediate 

impact on our gut microbiota and any negative impact 
of antibiotics on cancer treatment appears to go back to 
the gut and to whether the microbiota is needed to help 
activate the T cells driving treatment response, said Gang 
Zhou from Medical College of Georgia at Augusta Univer-
sity in the US.

Immune cells like T cells recognise the abnormal pro-
teins often present on cancer cells and infiltrate to attack 
the tumour. However, as the tumour grows, it often devis-
es ways to suppress the activity of the T cells.

"It likely depends on what types of therapy physicians 
are giving to patients and how often they also are giving 
them antibiotics," said Zhou, corresponding author of the 
study in the journal Oncotarget.

Infections are typically the biggest complication of 
chemotherapy, and antibiotics are commonly prescribed 
to prevent and treat them.

"We give a lot of medications to prevent infections," 
said Locke Bryan from Augusta University.

"White blood cell counts can go so low that you have 
no defence against bacteria, and that overwhelming infec-
tion can be lethal," Bryan, a study co-author, explained. 

In this high-stakes arena, where chemotherapy is in-
creasingly packaged with newer immunotherapies, the 
researchers found more evidence that antibiotics' impact 
on the microbiota can mean that T cells, key players of the 
immune response, are less effective and some therapies 
might be too.                   Source: IANS
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Plans for getting 
together with friends or a romantic partner 
might have to be postponed because of pro-
fessional responsibilities that need attention. 

This could prove upsetting, Aries, especially since you 
have to disappoint others, but these things happen. Don’t 
let it get to you. This will have no lasting effect on any of 
your relationships. Work hard, get it done, and schedule 
time for some fun a bit later.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Your health has 
been glowing over the past few weeks, Taurus, 
but today you’re likely to feel a little under the 
weather. This is probably due to nothing more 

exotic than stress. You’ve been working hard and concen-
trating on little else, so your body is now rebelling. You 
need some rest. Take time off and relax a little, and don’t 
feel guilty about it. Even the President needs alone time 
occasionally.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You might have 
planned an exciting evening with friends or 
your current love interest, but you have to post-
pone it due to forces beyond your control. This 

could prove both disappointing and frustrating, Gemini, 
but there won’t be much you can do about it. Just re-
schedule and plan something else for tonight. Distract-
ing yourself might be the best way to go. See a movie or 
play on your own.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Upsetting events 
in the neighborhood might have family 
members in a funk. This could be something 
major like construction crews tearing up the 

streets, or something as minor as a bout of bad weather. 
No matter, Cancer, it’s going to make your lives a bit 
more difficult for a while, but you’ll have to bear with it. 
In the meantime, try to cheer everyone up by throwing 
an impromptu party. This always works!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today you might hear 
a rather distressing rumor about one or more 
people you know or perhaps about your 
working situation. Don’t be surprised if more 

than one person phones or emails to fill you in on this. 
However, Leo, this information might not be depend-
able. It could be based on innuendo or even outright 
lies. Try to track down the facts before you make your-
self crazy over it.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Personal or profes-
sional projects you’ve been working on might 
be moving a bit more slowly than you’re com-
fortable with today, Virgo. You may wonder if 

this is because you aren’t doing something right. This 
probably isn’t the case. It’s no doubt just a normal lag in 
the energy, which should pick up again tomorrow. Keep 
at it, get done what you have to, and don’t make yourself 
crazy over it. Go with the flow.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today you might 
feel stifled by your current situation. Perhaps 
you’re thinking of changing jobs or profes-
sions, or maybe you’re considering moving to 

a more exotic place. These all might be good ideas, Libra, 
but today isn’t the day to make any definite decisions or 
even consider your options. You aren’t in an objective 
frame of mind. Wait a few days and then think about this 
some more. You might change your mind.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Attempts to mas-
ter a new computer program or other form of 
high-tech equipment could seem to be going 
nowhere, Scorpio. You might tend to doubt your 

ability and thus feel very frustrated. However, keep at it. 
You aren’t beyond all help! Nothing more than a little focus, 
concentration, and dogged persistence is required. It might 
also pay to ask someone’s help who knows more about it.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): The rapid 
level of growth that you’ve probably been ex-
periencing could suddenly prove too much 
for you today, Sagittarius. You might need to 

take a little breather to grasp what’s happening in your 
life. New friends, new knowledge, and new opportunities 
have appeared in profusion, but you could still be feeling 
a bit down, wondering if you can handle it all. Don’t fight 
these feelings; work through them instead. You’ll be bet-
ter off for it.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): The energy 
that has propelled you forward for the past 
several weeks might seem to lag a bit today, 
causing you momentary panic that your 

progress won’t continue. As a result, you could be feeling 
a bit blue. Don’t fall into this trap, Capricorn. The pace 
has been so fast that it had to slow down sometime. It 
will pick up again, and you’ll have had time to catch your 
breath. Hang in there!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Today you might 
experience a slight (and very temporary) dark 
night of the soul, Aquarius. You could take a 
long look at your life and, even though you’re 

doing well, still feel that you aren’t yet where you want 
to be. Spiritually, you might doubt the traditional views 
you’ve questioned and still wonder about new concepts 
you’ve adopted. Try to distract yourself through reading 
or perhaps a movie. This feeling will pass by tomorrow.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): A group with which 
you’re affiliated could be excited about a course 
of action that you might not feel is wise now, 
Pisces. You might inform them of your reser-

vations, but they’re probably too charged up to listen. 
You could begin to have doubts about goals of your own 
that may be taking a long time to manifest. Hang in there. 
Sometimes things take longer than you’d like, but success 
is still in the wind.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

E
very month or so, I see a patient 
called Fraser in my primary care 
clinic, a soldier who was deployed 
in Afghanistan. Fifteen years after 

coming home, he is still haunted by flash-
backs of burning buildings and sniper fire. 
He doesn’t work, rarely goes out, sleeps 
poorly, and to relieve his emotional anguish 
he sometimes slices at his own forearms. 
Since leaving the army, he has never had a 
girlfriend. Fraser was once thickly muscled, 
but weight has fallen off him: self-neglect 
has robbed him of strength and self-confi-
dence. Prescription drugs fail to fully qui-
eten the terror that trembles in his mind. 
Whenever I used to see him in clinic, he’d 
sit on the edge of his seat, shakily mopping 
sweat from his forehead and temples. I’d 
listen to his stories, tweak his medications, 
and tentatively offer advice.

When Fraser began coming to see me, 
I was reading Redeployment (2014) by Phil 
Klay – short stories about US military op-
erations, not in Afghanistan, but in Iraq. 
No book can substitute for direct experi-
ence, but Klay’s stories gave me a way to 
start talking about what Fraser was going 
through; when I finished the book, I offered 
it to him. He found reassurance in what I’d 
found illuminating; our conversations took 
new directions as we discussed aspects of 
the book. His road will be a long one, but 
I’m convinced those stories have played a 
part, however modest, in his recovery.

It’s said that literature helps us to ex-
plore ways of being human, grants glimps-
es of lives beyond our own, aids empathy 
with others, alleviates distress, and widens 
our circle of awareness. The same could be 
said of clinical practice in all of its manifes-
tations: nursing to surgery, psychotherapy 
to physiotherapy. An awareness of litera-
ture can aid the practice of medicine, just 
as clinical experience certainly helps me 
in the writing of my books. I’ve come to see 
the two disciplines as having more parallels 
than differences, and I’d like to argue they 
share a kind of synergy.

Patients spend more time with a writer 
than they can ever spend with their phy-
sician, and the hours it takes someone to 
read and reflect on a book can be time well-
spent. Redeployment might have eased 
some of Fraser’s bewilderment and isola-
tion, but by breaking down a boundary of 
experience it also helped me to understand 
a little more of what he had been through. 

There are numberless other books that do 
the same. William Styron’s Darkness Vis-
ible (1990) offers an eloquent testimony 
of how it feels to suffer severe depression, 
and I’ve seen it give sufferers a promise and 
an encouragement that they, like Styron, 
might find a way back to the light. The list of 
books I’ve discussed with patients over the 
years is as plural as the humanity that pours 
through the clinic: Ray Robinson’s Electrici-
ty (2006) when talking about life with severe 
epilepsy; Annie Dillard’s The Abundance 
(2016) while exploring the place of wonder 
in sustaining our lives; Andrew Solomon’s 
Far from the Tree (2014) on the challenges 
of caring for a disabled child; Ben Okri’s 
poem ‘To an English Friend in Africa’ (1992) 
in a discussion of the trials and rewards of 
NGO work.

There are parallels between generating 
and appreciating lasting stories and art, 
and generating and appreciating healing, 
therapeutic encounters. Both are helped 
by adopting the same attitude of open cu-
riosity, of creative engagement, of seeking 
to empathise with the predicament of the 
other, of tapping into the wider context of 
human lives. The doctor, like the writer, 
works best when she’s alive to the subtlety 
of individual experience, and is able at the 
same time to see that individual in his or 
her social context.

If it’s true that readers make better doc-
tors, and literature helps medicine, it’s 
worth asking if the relationship is reciprocal 
– does the practice of medicine have some-
thing to offer literature? Certainly, the sto-
ries doctors hear take the pulse of a society. 
Clinicians are often confessors, bound to 
confidentiality and privy to a community’s 
secrets in the way that priests once were. 
More than 300 years ago, Robert Burton in 
The Anatomy of Melancholy (1621) equat-
ed priests with doctors when he said that ‘a 
good divine either is or ought to be a good 
physician’; the French novelist Rabelais was 
both.

In former centuries, the two professions 
offered the same unfiltered exposure to a 
cross-section of society, the same profes-
sional duty to stand witness over life’s cri-
ses, and to reckon with questions of pur-
pose and futility that are of urgent relevance 
to literature. Burton’s contemporary John 
Donne (also a clergyman) wrote a series of 
poetic meditations following his own nar-
row survival from life-threatening illness. 
The most famous of these, ‘Devotions upon 
Emergent Occasions’ (1624), confirms that 
proximity to death can reinforce a sense of 

belonging to a community of humanity:
Many man’s death diminishes me, be-

cause I am involved in Mankinde;
And therefore never send to know for 

whom the bell tolls; it tolls for thee.
If it’s going to be effective, clinical prac-

tice requires a highly trained attentiveness 
to verbal and non-verbal streams of infor-
mation. Clinicians of all kinds sieve details 
ceaselessly from the words and bodies of 
their patients. And we also expect clinicians 
to see through the fake narratives we live by 
– to act as translators and literary critics of 
the stories we project to the world.

‘There’s no need for fiction in medi-
cine,’ wrote Arthur Conan Doyle in Round 
the Red Lamp (1894), ‘the facts will always 
beat anything you can fancy.’ The trajecto-
ries of our lives can be as tumultuous or un-
expected as any story or movie but will, at 
the same time, follow the patterns of those 
archetypal stories we learn in the nursery 
or see at the cinema. What does the writer 
do but name and articulate patterns and 
archetypes of experience, and offer them to 
the reader to be recognised? And what does 
the clinician do but offer recognition to the 
patient’s story – to say ‘your suffering has a 
name’, and in its naming, attempt to tame 
it?

The language we use to articulate pain 
has the power to transform our experience 
of it

In its use of metaphor, the best writ-
ing offers a kind of enchantment, trans-
forming our perspective and helping us 
to make sense of the world, from Homer’s 
‘rosy-fingered dawn’ to Dylan Thomas’s 
‘bible-black’ night. A deeper engagement 
with literature can help clinicians with the 
metaphors they use: if a cancer is incur-
able, it doesn’t make sense to think of it 
as a monster to be defeated but as an in-
ner ecology to be held in balance. When 
he was diagnosed with prostate cancer, 
Anatole Broyard, a former editor at The 
New York Times Book Review, said that he 
wanted his physician to spin metaphors 
that would reconcile him to his condition: 
‘The doctor could use almost anything,’ he 
wrote in Intoxicated by My Illness (1992). 
‘“Art burned up your body with beauty and 
truth.” Or “You’ve spent your self like a phi-
lanthropist who gives all his money away.”’ 
Broyard wanted language to conjure digni-
ty from illness, to help him ‘look upon the 
ruin of his body as tourists look upon the 
great ruins of antiquity’.

In her poetic and careful study of vac-
cination, On Immunity (2014), Eula Biss 

showed how the human immune system is 
better compared to a well-maintained gar-
den than a militia. War metaphors in health 
and healing can be valid, but bring different 
ideas to the mind of each patient – an ap-
preciation of storytelling can assist physi-
cians to choose the metaphor that will best 
help their patients, and also help patients 
articulate inner experience to their physi-
cians. Pain descriptions are the most vivid 
daily example of our tendency to meta-
phorise experience – next time you have a 
pain, think about whether it’s ‘stabbing’ or 
‘ripping’, ‘throbbing’ or ‘aching’. The nerves 
perceiving the pain communicate none of 
these things, but studies have shown that 
the language we use to articulate pain has 
the power to transform our experience of it.

In his autobiographical essay The Prac-
tice (1951), the poet and general practi-
tioner William Carlos Williams wrote that 
medicine’s clamour and diversity can, if ap-
proached in the right spirit, be inspirational 
and even restorative. Medicine nourished 
Carlos Williams’s sense as a writer of what 
it means to be human, and offered the very 
lexicon he used to write:

Was I not interested in man? There the 
thing was, right in front of me. I could touch 
it, smell it … it was giving me terms, basic 
terms with which I could spell out matters 
as profound as I cared to think of.

Sigmund Freud noticed that doctors’ 
choice of vocabulary has always influenced 
the way people understand and come to 
terms with illness: ‘All physicians, therefore, 
yourselves included, are continually prac-
tising psychotherapy, even when you have 
no intention of doing so and are not aware 
of it.’ He asked whether clinicians might not 
be more effective if they were able to under-
stand the power of words, and resolve to 
wield that power more effectively.

At the heart of both physicians’ and 
writers’ work is a will to imagine and rec-
ognise the patterns of our lives, and ease 
its dissonances. But there’s a crucial differ-
ence: writers and readers have the liberty to 
lose themselves in their world of characters 
and plotlines, while clinicians must remain 
perceptive, attentive and, crucially, keep to 
time. Physicians who give themselves up 
entirely to the suffering of their patients 
risk burnout. This is the Faustian pact at the 
heart of the contract between physicians 
and their patients – to be offered limitless 
experience of the plurality of humanity, but 
at the risk of exhausting compassion in a 
way that’s less relevant for the writer.

Neuroscientific research suggests that 

the more closely you empathise with some-
one in mental or physical pain, the more 
your brain behaves as if you’re in pain 
yourself. When compassionate attitudes 
are gauged in new medical students, jun-
ior doctors and more senior trainees all 
the way up to those on the verge of retire-
ment, they have been seen to drop stepwise 
with age and experience, as if the practice 
of medicine brings with it a cargo of such 
mental and emotional weight that some 
clinicians become overburdened.

Abraham Verghese, the Stanford physi-
cian and novelist, has observed ‘what we 
need in medical schools is not to teach em-
pathy as much as to preserve it’. The weight 
of clinical practice can be overwhelming for 
some – that’s why more doctors in the West 
are working part-time and retiring earlier 
than ever before. But the profession’s very 
multiplicity offers insights and inspirations, 
satisfactions and consolations, available in 
few other others.

20 years into my medical career, medi-
cine and literature can feel like the verso 
and recto of a single page

In an interview for the BBC in 1962, Syl-
via Plath said: ‘I would like to have been a 
doctor … somebody who deals directly 
with human experiences, is able to cure, to 
mend, to help.’ She explicitly contrasted cli-
nicians’ ‘mastery of the practical’ with her 
life as a poet where, she complained, she 
felt as if ‘one lives a bit on air’. As a child, she 
played at doctors, and as an adolescent, she 
attended births and watched human dis-
sections. But she baulked at the discipline 
involved in medical training, and worried 
its burdens would have been too much.

Those burdens are real, and doctors 
have to find ways of bearing them. I’m now 
20 years into my medical career, and medi-
cine and literature have sometimes felt like 
the verso and recto of a single page, at other 
times the left and right foot of a steady gait, 
but neither of those metaphors carries the 
sense of heaviness that medical work can 
bring, which a love of literature can leaven. 
As I look forward to the next 20 years of 
medical practice, I know that the burden of 
stories will get heavier, but prefer to imag-
ine that weight as ballast, and the airy, po-
etic quality of literature as wind in the sails. 
If the two can work together, there’s a limit-
less ocean of humanity out there to explore.

(This is an edited extract from the 
2016 Sheridan Lecture on Medicine and 

Literature, delivered at Brown University, 
Providence.)

Storyhealing Literature can enthuse medicine, and medicine can inspire literature. 
They are complementary treatments for being human

Alexis Elder | The Conversation

Should You Send a Text or Email? Here’s Some Advice from Aristotle

S
uppose you want to get in touch with a friend. 
Once, your options for doing so might have 
been sparse: pick up the phone or write a letter. 
But these days, you have to decide: Should you 

call or text, use Snapchat, or reach out on Twitter, Mes-
senger or Skype?

Other considerations, whether it’s an old friend or 
new acquaintance, or whether you’re asking a favor or 
checking in, as well as your own conversational ten-
dencies and preferences, could also factor in.

As an ethicist specializing in social technologies, 
such questions interest me. These choices play a signif-
icant role in our lives. As anthropologist Stefana Broad-
bent observes:

“… an individual is now held morally responsible 
for which particular channel he or she employs. … Peo-
ple may be as incensed by the selection of an inappro-
priate medium for dumping a boyfriend or girlfriend as 
the fact that they have been dumped.”

This fact was reflected in popular media (as when 
Chris Rock cursed out a woman’s ex for breaking up via 
Facebook), but it’s also a feature of our daily lives.

From asking a partner to pick up dinner on the way 
home to checking in on a neighbor with health prob-
lems, many of us frequently face the question: How 
should I communicate?
Here’s how to think about the question
I use a theoretical framework known as virtue ethics 
to tackle such issues. Thinking about how communi-
cation channels both affect and express our character 
can help us make appropriate decisions in each cir-

cumstance.
Aristotle. Line engraving by P. Fidanza after Raphael 

Sanzio.  ]Wellcome Images, a website operated by Well-
come Trust, a global charitable foundation based in the 
United Kingdom., CC BY

The core idea behind virtue ethics is that most of us 
want to cultivate traits (or virtues) that will help us live 
well. These virtues can be cultivated through repeated 
practice, but they can also be destroyed in the same 
way.

Aristotelian virtue ethics emphasize that people 
should try to aim at the right amount of a trait: Too 
much fear can make it hard to function, but too little 
will get them injured. What counts as the right amount 
can vary based on context - warfare and child care may 
call for very different sorts of reactions. Nevertheless, 
some general guidelines can help us think about what 
kind of people we want to be, and how to get there.

We want to be generous, not selfish or servile. We 
want to be brave, not cowardly or rash. We want to be 
thoughtful, neither too impulsive nor overanalytical. 
We want to be empathetic, not callous, but not self-
sacrificing. We want to be engaged rather than disen-
gaged, but also not enmeshed with our loved ones. In 
each case, we aim for the virtuous middle by practicing 
to develop traits we want for ourselves.
Reflect on the message and messenger
Different communication channels can nudge us to-
ward or away from different extremes. Communica-
tion channels like Snapchat and phone calls encourage 
spontaneity because, once delivered, the message dis-
appears. Forms of communication that leave perma-
nent records, like email encourage deliberateness and 

thoughtfulness.
In general, public channels like Facebook posts tend 

to invite others to share the news and pay attention to 
us, while private messages can foster more individual-
ized empathetic responses. Some formats, like email, 
allow one to compose a message at leisure, to revise 
and polish, encouraging many of us to slow down and 
reflect. Others, like phone and video chat that require 
real-time response, could help us be more spontane-
ous.

Use of images like memes, selfies and emojis can 
help us convey and engage emotionally, while textual 
communication can help emotions. Researcher Sherry 
Turkle interviewed a family who argued via text mes-
sage to help keep emotions from overwhelming their 
ability to give others a fair hearing, and express them-
selves clearly.

Several ethicists have raised concerns that technol-
ogy, by making things easier, can lead to de-skilling. We 
could lose certain skills by failing to exercise them. For 
example, I might lose the ability to listen patiently and 
empathetically if I always communicate by text, drifting 
in and out of the conversation as it interests or suits me. 
But I could also use communication technologies like 
training wheels: to practice the skills I want to exempli-
fy in my life and repeatedly exercising them until they 
become second nature and are thus integrated into my 
character.
What helps us be better people
So, our choice of communication channel, then, should 
be guided by thinking about how it can help bring to-
gether our aspirations about the person we want to be, 
keeping in mind our character as it currently is.

If I know I tend to lose my temper in emotional con-
versations, arguing via text or email may help me slow 
down, reflect and reconsider what the other person is 
saying. Conversely, if I know I tend to coldly distance 
myself from others, I might opt to correct that by mak-
ing a point of calling or video chatting.

If I tend to give in to pressure too easily, I might 
switch to a format like email that lets me consider a re-
quest before getting back to someone – not just to get 
around this tendency, but to practice saying “no.”

It’s tempting to try to pin all the blame on a tech-
nology. It can also be appealing to think that it will au-
tomatically improve our lives. But many technologies 
have both good and bad effects on us, and wise use will 
help maximize the good effects and avoid the bad.

Researchers who looked at the impact of cellphones 
on interpersonal relationships, for example, found that 
cellphone use among close friends and family had real 
positive and negative results. Cellphone use was impli-
cated in users’ tendency to depend on each other. On 
one hand, this dependency was associated with in-
creased satisfaction with the relationship.

But, on the other hand, cellphone use was also asso-
ciated with reports of overdependence. The researchers 
reported some users feeling a sense of “entrapment,” 
and a sense of “guilt and pressure” to respond, which 
led to dissatisfaction in relationships.

It’s true that it is hard to choose the right commu-
nication channel because the issue is quite context 
dependent. But we can use some of these guidelines 
to think through our options. And in many cases, we 
can use technology to help us become the people we 
want to be.
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‘TN MPs must resign if PM refuses to meet them on Cauvery issue’

PNB scam: Court issues non-
bailable warrants against 
Nirav Modi, Mehul Choksi 

Lankesh murder: Man taken 
into custody for questioning 

Denied permission for Syria rally; 
Telangana youth attempts suicide

Romanian in Kerala Police custody for 2016 ATM heist2008 serial blasts accused brought to Ahmedabad from Delhi 

Irani’s whims making DD/AIR staff suffer — Congress

No question of Rafale deal going the Bofors way — Nirmala 

JKNPP seeks Centre’s intervention 
in deportation of Rohingyas 

JLN metro station closed due to student protest

PTI

Abdul Subhan Qureshi, a 2008 Ahmedabad serial bomb blast 
accused, been produced at a court of the Ahmedabad crime branch, 
in Ahmedabad on Saturday.

Nirmala Sitharaman

M.K. Stalin

Chennai, Mar. 3 (IANS): 
DMK leader M.K. Stalin 
on Saturday upped the 
ante on the Cauvery water 
issue, suggesting to Chief 
Minister K. Palaniswami 
that the parliamentarians 
from Tamil Nadu should 
resign if Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi does not 
meet the all-party delega-
tion from the state.

Speaking to reporters 
after meeting with Palan-
iswami at the state secre-
tariat on the Cauvery wa-
ter issue, Stalin said there 
was also a suggestion to 
convene the Assembly and 
pass a resolution to meet 
the Prime Minister.

Stalin said the refusal 
of Modi to meet the all 
party delegation from the 
state is an insult to Tamil 
Nadu as a whole.

On February 22, at a 
meeting of leaders of all 
political parties and rep-
resentatives of farmer as-
sociations here, it was de-
cided Palaniswami would 
lead a delegation to meet 
Modi and urge him to set 
up Cauvery Management 

New Delhi, Mar. 3 (PTI): 
Dismissing allegations of 
corruption in the contract 
for 36 Rafale jets, defence 
minister Nirmala Sithara-
man today asserted there 
can be no comparison be-
tween the scam-hit Bofors 
gun deal and the procure-
ment of the fighter aircraft. 
“Do not even compare it 
(Rafale deal) with Bofors. 
There is no scam here,” 
Sitharaman told reporters 
when asked whether Ra-
fale deal will go the Bofors 
way.

Sitharaman said she 
would welcome if the Con-
gress raises the issue of 
procurement of Rafale jets 
when the budget session 
of the Parliament recon-
venes from Monday.

“I will welcome it (if 
Congress raises it),” she 
said.

The Congress has been 
ramping up attack on the 
government over the Ra-
fale issue, claiming that 
the deal negotiated under 
its rule was much cheaper 
then the contract signed 
by the Modi government 

Board (CMB) and Cauvery 
Water Regulatory Com-
mittee -- as the Supreme 
Court had mandated.

The PMK had an-
nounced a major protest 
if the apex court order was 
not followed.

On Saturday Palan-
iswami met Stalin to dis-
cuss the Cauvery issue.

According to Stalin, 
Chief Minister Palaniswa-
mi told him that Modi had 
suggested the all party del-
egation from Tamil Nadu 

to meet the Union Min-
ister for Water Resources 
first.

Stalin said when Modi 
can meet Deputy Chief 
Minister O. Panneersel-
vam or the Chief Minis-
ter Palaniswami for other 
reasons it is an insult to 
Tamil Nadu that the Prime 
Minister is not willing to 
meet the all-party delega-
tion from the state.

Stalin said he has told 
Palaniswami to wait till 
Monday for a commu-

nication from the Prime 
Minister’s Office. If there is 
no message from the PMO 
then the assembly should 
be convened on March 8 
and pass a resolution to 
meet Modi.

Responding to Stalin’s 
charge, Tamil Nadu Fisher-
ies Minister D.Jayakumar 
said Modi has not refused 
to meet the all party del-
egation from Tamil Nadu 
but had suggested to meet 
the Union Minister for 
Water Resource first.

On Stalin’s suggestion 
to convene the assembly, 
Jayakumar said the Chief 
Minister had said a deci-
sion would be taken after 
deliberating on that.

The Supreme Court 
had on February 16, while 
ordering the central gov-
ernment to set up the 
CMB and the Cauvery 
Water Regulatory Com-
mittee within six weeks, 
had also reduced Tamil 
Nadu’s share in the waters 
to 177.25 thousand million 
cubic feet (TMC), down 
from 192 TMC allocated by 
a tribunal in 2007.

Mumbai, Mar. 3 (PTI): A special 
court today issued non-bailable 
warrants (NBWs) against dia-
mond traders Nirav Modi and 
Mehul Choksi in the alleged Rs 
12,700-crore Punjab National Bank 
scam.
The court, set up under the Pre-
vention of Money Laundering 
Act (PMLA), issued the NBWs on 
applications filed by the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED), one of the 
agencies probing the bank fraud 
cases registered last month.
The court also allowed the ED’s 
application seeking Letters of 
Rogatory (LR) to seven countries - 
Malaysia, Armenia, France, China, 
Japan, Russia and Belgium - in 
connection with the case.
The ED had earlier issued sum-
monses to Modi and Choksi, both 
key accused in the scam cases, 
asking them to appear before the 
central agency.
However, the two diamond traders, 
who are said to have left the coun-
try before criminal cases were reg-
istered, had failed to appear before 

the ED, prompting the agency to 
move the PMLA court for issuance 
of NBWs against them.
On February 27, the ED had moved 
the court seeking an NBW against 
Modi.
The agency had told the court that 
it had issued three summonses to 
Modi to appear before it.
The agency said it received replies 
from Nirav Modi for two sum-
monses. In response to the second 
summons, Nirav Modi said he can-
not appear before the agency ow-
ing to his business commitments.
In reply to the third summons, the 
businessman raised the issue of his 
security, the ED counsel said.
“We issued three summonses to 
Choksi. He neither responded to 
those summonses nor appeared 
before the agency,” special ED 
prosecutor Hiten Venegaonkar 
had told the special court presided 
over by Judge M S Azmi here on 
March 1.
Meanwhile, another court here 
today allowed the CBI to arrest 
Gokulnath Shetty, then deputy 

manager (now retired) of PNB, 
in connection with issuance of 
fraudulent Letters of Undertaking 
(LOUs) to Choksi-owned firms.
Shetty has already been arrested 
in the case related to Nirav Modi’s 
firms.
Earlier in the day, special CBI judge 
S R Tamboli remanded Shetty, 
Manoj Kharat, a single window op-
erator of PNB; Hemant Bhatt, au-
thorised signatory of Nirav Modi; 
Bechhu Tiwari, then chief manager 
in the Forex department of PNB; 
Yashwant Joshi, scale II manager 
in PNB’s Forex department, and 
Praful Sawant, scale-I officer han-
dling the bank’s exports section, in 
judicial custody till March 17 in the 
Nirav Modi case.
“It was informed by PNB...that 
there are more than 150 LOUs 
amounting to Rs 6,498 crore which 
are falling due with effect from 
January to April, and all these 
were issued in 2017 by Shetty. The 
amount is likely to go up,” CBI law-
yer Limosin A told the court.
“The modus operandi adopted by 

the accused persons was that for 
settling the earlier LOUs/Buyer’s 
credit, fresh LOUs were opened 
and the funds received from for-
eign banks against the LOUs were 
utilised for settling the outstanding 
LOUs/Buyers Credit,” the agency’s 
plea for judicial remand read.
A file containing copies of SWIFT 
messages from February 2017 to 
April 2017 was recovered from 
PNB’s Brady House Branch fol-
lowing disclosure made by Shetty, 
it said.
Bhatt told the investigators that all 
the LOUs were issued as per Nirav 
Modi’s instructions, the CBI said.
Bhatt was also the authorised 
signatory for the accounts of Modi 
firms, and also a director in more 
than 20 companies of the Modi 
group, which “indicates that he is 
in collusion with Modi to induce 
PNB to issue fraudulent LOUs”, the 
CBI said.
Fraudulent LOUs were being is-
sued since 2010, but the docu-
ments related to them were not yet 
recovered, it said.

Thiruvananthapuram, Mar. 3 (IANS): 
The international cell of the Kerala 
Crime Branch has brought a Roma-
nian to Thiruvananthapuram from 
Nicaragua in connection with a 2016 
ATM heist, State Police Chief Loknath 
Behra said. He said the Romanian 
was picked up by the Nicaraguan 
authorities following alerts by the 
Interpol.

Behra told reporters on Satur-
day that a State Bank of India (SBI) 
ATM heist was done in Thiruvanan-
thapuram on August 8, 2016, by a 
gang of five Romanian nationals. The 
Romanian nationals tampered with 
the SBI ATM using duplicate ATM 

cards and withdrew Rs 2.50 lakh.
“While one Romanian national 

was arrested then, the others man-
aged to escape. We took the help of 
the Interpol and we had shared the 
information of the four other Roma-
nian nationals. 

Our officers went to Nicaragua 
and have brought Alexandro. We have 
now managed to track out the two 
others who were part of the gang out 
of which one of them is based now 
in Germany and the other in the UK. 
We have shared all the information 
with these countries and are expect-
ing that once they are arrested there, 
by the local authorities, they will be 

tried there using our case history or 
if they can be brought here, we will 
bring them down. We are confident 
of tracking the fifth accused also,” 
said Behra.

Soon after the fraud was detected, 
the police got into action and arrested 
one of them and since then was on 
the lookout for the rest of the gang 
who were all identified from their 
passports, which they had submitted 
while checking into a hotel.

“This case has got the award from 
Nasscom for being the best probed 
cyber case and our officials who took 
part in the investigation were also 
awarded for their efforts. 

Ahmedabad, Mar. 3 (PTI): 
The Crime Branch of city 
police today brought 2008 
Ahmedabad serial blasts 
accused Abdul Subhan 
Qureshi here from Delhi, 
over a month after the 
Delhi police’s special cell 
arrested him, a top official 
said.

He was produced in 
the special court set up 
for conducting the trial 
of the blasts case, which 
remanded him in police 
custody till March 23.

Serial blasts killed 56 
people and injured 240 
others in Ahmedabad on 
July 26, 2008.

“Qureshi is one of the 
key conspirators of the 
2008 blasts. He had been in 
touch with the absconding 
accused, such as founder 
leader of the banned outfit 
Indian Mujahideen Riyaz 
Bhatkal, and had worked 
with some of the arrested 
accused,” Joint Commis-
sioner of Police (Crime) J K 
Bhatt said here.

So far, police have ar-
rested 81 persons in the 
blasts case, while thirteen 
are absconding.

to procure 36 Rafale fighter 
jets from France at a cost 
of Rs 58,000 crore.

O f f i c i a l  s o u r c e s 
claimed the original deal 
to procure 126 fighter jet 
could not go through dur-
ing the UPA rule despite 
reaching the final stage 
due to an intervention by 
the then defence minis-
ter A K Antony as he felt 
something wrong in the 
process.

They said the govern-
ment selected Rafale for 
procurement of the 36 
fighter jets not because of 

the price arrived at during 
the UPA tenure but due to 
the “overarching” assess-
ment of the jet.

There were allegations 
that pay-offs were made 
in procurement of the ar-
tillery guns from Swedish 
arms manufacturer AB 
Bofors in late 1980s during 
the then Congress govern-
ment. The allegations and 
its subsequent political 
ramifications had severely 
crippled the Indian Army’s 
procurement of artillery 
guns.

Alleging corruption, 

Jammu, Mar. 3 (PTI): The 
JKNPP today sought the 
intervention of Union 
Home minister Rajnath 
Singh to ensure early de-
portation of illegally set-
tled Rohingyas and Bang-
ladeshi nationals from the 
Jammu region. 

The Jammu and Kash-
mir National Panthers 
Party (JKNPP) also alleged 
that the PDP-BJP govern-
ment had failed to take 
concrete action against the 
illegal foreign immigrants.

“The illegal immi-
grants pose a threat to 
communal harmony and 
pluralism of Jammu... The 
Union Home Minister 
should personally inter-
vene and direct the state 
government to take neces-
sary action in this regard 
otherwise the situation 
in Jammu could take an 
ugly turn like in Kashmir,” 
party chairman Harsh Dev 
Singh said.

Singh, who led a protest 
demonstration at the Exhi-

bition Ground here, also 
claimed that a campaign 
against Rohingyas and 
Bangladeshis had gained 
momentum after the at-
tack on an Army camp in 
Sunjwan last month.

“The PDP-BJP govern-
ment is showing obnox-
ious laxity in deporting Ro-
hingyas and Bangladeshis 
from Jammu despite brew-
ing public anger and ad-
verse reports of security 
agencies,” the former min-
ister said.

New Delhi, Mar. 3 (PTI): 
The Delhi Metro today 
closed the JLN Stadium 
station for public in the 
wake of a big protest by stu-
dents at the nearby CGO 
Complex, officials said to-
day. The station falls on the 
Delhi Metro network’s busy 
Violet Line that connects 
Kashmere Gate to Escorts 
Mujesar.

It was closed around 
9am on the advise of Delhi 

Police, a senior Delhi Metro 
Rail Corporation (DMRC) 
official said. Police said the 
station was closed for pub-
lic to prevent any distur-
bance after a large number 
of students gathered near 
the station building.

Students from across 
India have gathered out-
side the CGO Complex, 
where the Staff Selection 
Commission (SSC) is head-
quartered, demanding a 

CBI inquiry into the Com-
bined Graduate Level-Test 
following allegations of 
irregularities. The students, 
holding demonstration 
outside the complex for the 
past five days, met with the 
SSC chairman but no solu-
tion could be found to end 
the protest.

Police said the situation 
was being monitored and 
the protest has so far been 
peaceful.

“Qureshi stayed in 
Vatva locality in Ahmeda-
bad where he trained and 
mentored other accused...
and was in touch with 
IM mastermind Bhatkal. 
We have learnt he also at-
tended a terrorist camp in 
Halol and another camp in 
Kerala,” Bhatt said.

“We will take him to 
Vatva, Vadodara, Halol 
and another place where 
he had stayed before the 

blasts. We would like to find 
out how he was associated 
with the SIMI and IM, and 
who helped him,” the sen-
ior police official said.

Qureshi, who holds a 
diploma in electronic en-
gineering, is technology 
savvy, and played impor-
tant role in making the 
explosive devices used in 
the blasts by getting infor-
mation from the internet, 
Bhatt said.

He could be involved in 
other blasts in the country 
too, the official added.

“We have learnt that 
after the blasts in Ahmeda-
bad, he fled to Nepal where 
he lived for six years and 
taught English.

He also went to Saudi 
Arabia. We will try to find 
out what he did in Saudi 
Arabia and who helped 
him in Nepal,” Bhatt said.

“We are coordinating 
with the Delhi Police’s Spe-
cial Cell. They are forming 
an interrogation squad so 
that we know more about 
his Nepal stay,” he said.

Delhi police alleged 
that Qureshi was indoctri-
nating unemployed youth 
to fill the void left by the 
fall of top IM operatives, 
and planned to revive IM’s 
terror network in Uttar 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Karnataka, Gujarat and 
Madhya Pradesh.

He was wanted by the 
National Investigation 
Agency in the December 
2007 Wagamon SIMI arms 
training camp case, and by 
Maharashtra Police in July 
2011 Mumbai blasts case.

Bengaluru, Mar. 3 (PTI): A 
man has been taken into 
custody for interrogation 
in connection with the kill-
ing of journalist and activ-
ist Gauri Lankesh by the 
Special Investigation Team 
probing the case, an official 
has said.

Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (Bengaluru West) 
M N Anucheth, the inves-
tigating officer in the case, 
said T Naveen Kumar alias 
Hotte Manja, already in 

judicial remand in connec-
tion with another case, was 
taken into custody for eight 
days. The DCP, however, 
declined to divulge any 
further information.

Lankesh (55), known 
as an anti-establishment 
voice with strident anti-
right wing views, was shot 
dead at close range by un-
known assailants at her 
home here on September 
5 last year.

Police said Kumar was 

arrested on February 19 on 
charges of illegally possess-
ing five bullets.

A case under the Arms 
Act was registered against 
him and he was remanded 
to judicial custody by a 
court.

Police sources said his 
looks matched with one of 
the sketches of the suspect 
and the photograph devel-
oped from a CCTV footage 
obtained from Lankesh’s 
residence.

Hyderabad, Mar. 3 (IANS): 
Upset over the authorities 
denying permission for 
a rally to protest killings 
in Syria, leader of a Mus-
lim group in Telangana’s 
Warangal town attempted 
suicide by consuming poi-
son.

In a video webcast live 
on his Facebook account 
late on Friday, the youth 
vent his anger over the po-
lice denying permission 

for the rally to condemn 
the massacre of innocent 
people, including children 
in Syria. Mohammed Nay-
eem later took out a bottle 
from his pocket and con-
sumed its content, saying 
he was ending his life. He 
was later rushed to a hos-
pital. Police said his condi-
tion was stable.

T h e  y o u t h  i s  t h e 
Warangal district chief of 
Muslim Hakkula Porata 

Samithi (Struggle commit-
tee for rights of Muslims).

Nayeem said he was 
feeling helpless as he was 
not even allowed to con-
demn the massacre in Syria 
and express solidarity with 
the victims.  He alleged that 
the political leaders have 
vested interests and they 
were not at all bothered 
about raising their voice 
for the community or sup-
porting a just cause.

New Delhi, Mar. 3 (IANS): Follow-
ing media reports that the Centre is 
withholding funds to Prasar Bharti 
since December, the Congress on 
Saturday attacked Union Information 
and Broadcasting Minister Smriti 
Irani, saying “her unbridled whims 
and anger” was making “employees 
of DD/AIR suffer”.

The party also questioned Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s silence on 
the issue.

The party also questioned whey 
her ministry had chosen a private 
firm over Doordarshan (DD) for the 
International Film Festival of India 
in Goa. It also asked why a private 

firm should be paid Rs 2.92 crore by 
Prasar Bharti.

“Unbridled, unchecked and un-
controlled whims and anger of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Minister 
Ms Smriti Irani is making DD/AIR 
employees suffer,” Congress spokes-
person Randeep Singh Surjewala 
tweeted, tagging a story by the news 
site ‘The Wire’ headlines “Exclusive: 
Angered by Prasar Bharati’s Defiance, 
Smriti Irani Blocks Salary Funds for 
DD, AIR”. Surjewala also questioned 
the minister on the transfer of 140 
Group A IIS officers (out of a cadre of 
500) in two months.

“Is this a punishment tool? Why 

did the Minister whimsically transfer 
IIS Association President Anindya 
Sengupta? Why is PM Modi mum?”

Responding to reports that the 
Centre is withholding funds to Prasar 
Bharti for its alleged defiance to some 
Ministry directives, the government 
on Friday said the funds were being 
withheld as the public broadcaster 
was not abiding by the rules.

The Ministry termed the reports 
as “sinister, motivated campaign” and 
said that the “misinformation” was 
based on “half-baked facts”.

The Prasar Bharti is an autono-
mous body that functions under the 
aegis of I&B Ministry.

the Congress has been 
asking the government 
whether the per aircraft 
price of Rafale, accord-
ing to international bids 
opened on December 12, 
2012, comes to USD 80.95 
million (Rs 526.1 crore) as 
against the Modi govern-
ment’s per aircraft negoti-
ated price of USD 241.66 
Million (Rs 1,570.8 crore) 
as per current exchange 
rates.

The UPA government 
floated a tender in 2007 for 
purchase of 126 medium 
multi-role combat aircraft 
(MMRCA) for the Air Force 
and, post negotiations, 
two of them--Rafale and 
Eurofighter Typhoon -- re-
mained in the reckoning.

However, the deal 
could not be finalised by 
the UPA regime.

The Congress had also 
claimed that Qatar had 
purchased 12 Rafale fight-
er jets in November 2017 
for USD 108.33 million per 
aircraft (Rs 694.80 crore), 
noting that the per aircraft 
rate at which the Gulf na-
tion is buying the jet is 

much lower than the rate 
at which India will procure 
them.

The government has 
refused to give details of 
the price break up of each 
rafale aircraft, citing con-
fidentiality provisions of 
a 2008 Indo-France pact.

In a detailed state-
ment, the defence min-
istry last month had 
termed as “unfounded” 
allegations made by the 
Congress about the Rafale 
deal, asserting that the 
demand to disclose de-
tails such as its value was 
“unrealistic” as doing so 
might compromise India’s 
national security.

It had said giving an 
item-wise cost and other 
information would reveal 
details about weapons sys-
tems and customisation of 
the jet.

The ministry had said 
that in 2012, the then de-
fence minister exercised 
an unprecedented person-
al veto on the laid down 
institutional process then 
underway for the procure-
ment of the 126 jets.
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Delta airplanes are grounded, Friday, March 2, 2018, in New York. 
Airlines have cancelled many flights out of New York as a severe storm 
arrives in the northeast.

Michel Temer

Donald Trump

‘No exclusions’ for countries 
from Trump tariffs — US official 

China begins parliament season, set to ratify removal of term limit for Xi 

‘Turkish air strikes kill 36 pro-
regime fighters in Syria’s Afrin’ 

Morocco, Paraguay 
ink deal to boost 
economic, trade ties

Bahrain arrests 116 ‘terrorists’ with links to Iran

Brazilian Supreme Court adds 
president on corruption suspects list

Puigdemont vows 
to lead Catalan 
government-in-exile

Seven  killed; one mn without 
power as massive storm pounds US 

Washington, Mar. 3 (PTI): 
US President Donald 
Trump plans to apply tar-
iffs on import of steel and 
aluminum globally with-
out exempting allies from 
it, a senior White House 
official has said, amid glo-
bal outrage against the 
decision.

Trump on Thursday 
said that he would impose 
a 25 per cent import tariff 
on steel and 10 per cent 
on aluminium to protect 
US producers.

The announcement 
to impose heavy tariff 
angered key US allies -- 
Canada, the EU, Australia, 
Mexico.

European Commis-
sion chief Jean-Claude 
Juncker vowed the bloc 
“will react firmly” to de-
fend its interests.

Canada and Germany 
both termed the tariffs 
“unacceptable”.

Amid the outrage, a 
senior White House of-
ficial said Trump plans to 
apply his steel and alumi-
num tariffs globally and 
won t exempt allies.

The President in his 
discussion yesterday with 
the executives made it 
clear that this would be an 
across the board tariff and 
there would be no exclu-

sions in terms of coun-
tries. One problem with 
the exclusions is that it’s 
a slippery slope and you 
don’t know where to stop,” 
a senior administration 
official told reporters dur-
ing a conference call.

The other practical 
problem is that as you 
begin to exclude some 
countries, you have to 
then have higher tariffs 
on the rest of the coun-
tries. His views is that this 
is not about countries, it 

is about defending our 
national security, eco-
nomic security in this 
particular situation, the 
official said.

But there will be an 
exemption process not in 
terms of some countries, 
but possible situations, 
said the official who spoke 
on condition of anonym-
ity.

The official said this 
is part of the tough trade 
policy that Trump had 
promised during his elec-

tion campaign.
On Thursday, Trump 

said that he will sign a ex-
ecutive order next week 
and impose 25 per cent 
import tariff on steel and 
10 per cent on alumi-
num.

The official strongly 
refuted reports that this 
will lead to rising prices in 
products.

“From an economic 
standpoint, there are vir-
tually no impacts other 
than positive ones for in-

dustries we need?,” the 
official said.

Trump is pursuing ac-
tions that would effec-
tively level playing field 
with rest of the world and 
at the same time, and im-
portantly in this case, en-
hance America s national 
and economic security, 
said the senior adminis-
tration official.

His preliminary deci-
sion is across the board 
tariff: 25 per cent on 
steel import and 10 per 
cent on aluminum im-
ports with no country 
exclusions and across the 
board. And that was the 
decision he reached, the 
official said.

The official explained 
that there would be virtu-
ally no increase in cost of 
cars in the country as a 
result of the new alumi-
num tariffs.

The reality is that a 10 
per cent tariff on alumi-
num would only increase 
the price of an entire six 
pack of beer by a little 
over a penny. It’s virtually 
nothing, the official said.

He said the imposition 
of new tariff on import 
of aluminum and steel 
would create new jobs in 
the industry.

They are high wage 

jobs, high skill jobs. So the 
bottom line is there’s no 
price effects, there is no 
job affects, he said.

According to him, the 
US is being treated un-
fairly non-reciprocal trade 
practices, even as the US 
has one of the lowest tar-
iffs in the world. The net 
result of that is a half a 
trillion-trade deficit.

So all we’re doing here 
is defending this country 
against a global econom-
ic trading environment, 
which disadvantages, in 
this particular case, in a 
way which poses a threat 
to our national security 
or economic security, the 
official said.

Trump has defended 
his decision, saying “trade 
wars are good”.

He tweeted that the 
US was “losing billions 
of dollars on trade” and 
would find a trade war 
“easy to win”.

In a tweet early on Fri-
day, Trump said the US 
would “win big” in a trade 
war.

He later followed this 
up with further tweets, 
saying the US must “pro-
tect our country and our 
workers” and that the 
trade deficit left him with 
no choice on tariffs.

Brussels, Mar. 3 (IANS): 
Fugitive Catalan leader, 
Carles Puigdemont, has 
suspended his attempts 
to return to office but 
intends to preside over 
a government-in-exile 
and carry on his drive for 
independence from the 
safety of Belgium.

S p e a k i n g  t o  t h e 
Guardian on Friday after 
he announced he was 
stepping back from the 
presidency and anointing 
a jailed MP as his suc-
cessor. 

Puigdemont said he 
would use a new “Council 
of the Republic” to co-
ordinate and further the 
secessionist cause.

“It’s like a government 
in exile,” he said. 

“It’s not in the shad-
ows. We prefer to work 
in the free space without 
threats or fears. 

It must act without 
the problems of Spanish 
justice or police. It’s a 
cabinet or government 
that must represent...our 
political reality.

“It will represent the 
diversity (of Catalonia). 
I will invite all the other 
parties to take part.

 The council must 
have representation from 
local communities and 

civic society... 
We will move from 

the old system of govern-
ment for the people to 
a new system which is 
(government) with the 
people.”

Puigdemont told the 
Guardian that he would 
serve as president of the 
council, adding that the 
separatist parties’ victory 
in last December’s snap 
election gave him the 
necessary legitimacy.

On Thursday evening, 
Puigdemont said he had 
decided not to continue 
his bid for the regional 
presidency and suggest-
ed that Jordi Sanchez, an 
MP in his Together for 
Catalonia party, should 
be the candidate.

In his Friday’s in-
ter view, Puigdemont 
launched a blistering at-
tack on King Felipe, ac-
cusing him of ignoring 
the constitution and the 
Catalan people.

“(The king) excluded 
the millions of Catalans 
who voted for independ-
ence.

“He has become head 
of state of only one part 
of society. 

For that reason, the 
monarchy has lost Cata-
lonia,” he added.

Beijing, Mar. 3 (PTI): Chi-
na today formally began 
its well-choreographed 
annual Parliament sea-
son during which a con-
stitutional amendment 
removing the two-term 
limit for President Xi Jin-
ping is expected to be rati-
fied, paving the way for 
his continuation in power, 
possibly for life.

The annual Parlia-
ment season, during 
which about 5000 del-
egates of the Chinese Peo-
ple s Political Consulta-
tive Conference (CPPCC) 
and the legislature the 
National People s Con-
gress (NPC) would hold 
full sessions to deliberate 
on a vast agenda for the 
year prepared by the rul-
ing Communist Party of 
China (CPC).

This year s sessions 
assumed significance and 
attracted considerable 
attention as days ago, the 
CPC has proposed con-
stitutional amendment to 
remove the two-term limit 
for the president and vice 
president, setting aside 
decades old principle of 
collective leadership.

The proposal sparked 
off concern and specula-
tion at home and abroad 
that Xi, heading the CPC 

Beirut, Mar. 3 (PTI/AFP): 
Turkish air strikes killed at 
least 36 pro-regime fight-
ers backing Kurdish militia 
in Syria’s northwestern 
Kurdish enclave of Afrin 
today, a monitoring group 
said.

The Kurdish-led Syrian 
Democractic Forces alli-
ance said the Turkish raids 
targeted pro-regime posi-
tions, but gave no death 
toll.

The Britain-based Syr-
ian Observatory for Hu-
man Rights said the strikes 
on the area of Kafr Janna 
were the third such raid 

on loyalist fighters in the 
enclave bordering Turkey 
in less than 48 hours.

They came after Turk-
ish raids on other parts 
of the enclave killed 14 
pro-regime fighters on 
Thursday and four more 
yesterday, the monitor 
said.

Turkish-led Syrian 
opposition fighters have 
advanced steadily since 
January 20 when they 
launched an assault on 
Afrin, controlled by the 
Kurdish People’s Protec-
tion Units (YPG).

The Syrian government 

deployed fighters to the 
enclave a month later after 
the Kurds appealed for 
help.

The Observatory says 
Turkish-led forces control 
more than 20 per cent of 
the enclave after seizing the 
area of Rajo in the north-
west of Afrin today.

They also seized a 
strategic mountain in the 
northeast of the enclave, 
a military official from the 
Turkish-led operation said.

Ankara says the YPG 
is a “terrorist” extension 
of the Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party (PKK), which has 

waged a three-decade in-
surgency against the Turk-
ish state.

The YPG has been a 
key component of a Unit-
ed States-backed Kurd-
ish-Arab alliance that has 
been fighting the Islamic 
State jihadist group in 
Syria.

The Observatory says 
more than 140 civilians 
have been killed in Turk-
ish bombardment since 
the start of the assault, but 
Turkey denies the claim 
and says it takes the “ut-
most care” to avoid civilian 
casualties.

Brasilia, Mar. 3 (IANS): 
Brazilian Supreme Court 
Justice Edson Fachin has 
added President Michel 
Temer to a list of suspects 
under investigation for 
alleged acts of corruption 
involving construction 
giant Odebrecht, said a 
court document.

On Friday, Fachin gave 
the federal police 60 days 
to complete their inves-
tigations, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

Earl ier  this  week, 
Brazil’s Attorney Gen-
eral Raquel Dodge had 
requested that Temer 
should be investigated 
based on new testimony, 
despite the fact that the 
constitution bars him 
from being charged for 
crimes committed before 
he became President.

Dodge and Fachin 
agreed that constitution-
al immunity applies to 
criminal responsibility, 
not to investigations.

Wa s h i n g t o n ,  M a r.  3 
(IANS): At least seven peo-
ple were killed and over 
one million left without 
power as a massive storm 
continued to pummel the 
US East Coast on Satur-
day with drenching rain, 
howling winds and surg-
ing waves. The nor’easter 
also brought travel serv-
ices to a halt.

The fatalities included 
a six-year-old boy in Vir-
ginia who died after a tree 
fell on his family’s home. 
Others were an 11-year-
old boy in New York state; 
a 57-year-old man in Up-
per Merion, Pennsylvania; 
a 77-year-old woman in 
Baltimore; a 72-year-old 
man in Newport, Rhode 
Island and a 44-year-old 
man in James City County, 
Virginia, ABC News re-
ported. 

All were hit by falling 
trees. There was one more 
storm-related death, ac-
cording to officials. 

T h e  s t o r m  t h a t 
morphed into a “bomb cy-
clone” knocked out power 
to more than one million 
customers -- with more 
than 440,000 of them in 
Massachusetts. Virginia 
had at least 301,671 cus-
tomers without power, 
and the Washington area 
counted over 154,000 
people without power.

Over 4,000 f l ights 
were cancelled in the US 
on Friday, according to 
FlightAware. Nearly half 
of all scheduled flights at 

and military besides the 
presidency, who recently 
began his second five-
year term would contin-
ue for an unprecedented 
third term and beyond, 
wielding unquestionable 
power exercised by the 
party founder, Mao Ze-
dong in the heydays of 
China’s revolution.

The Parliament sea-
son formally commenced 
with the opening of the 
CPPCC at the Great Hall of 
People. It was attended by 
Xi, now a designated core 
leader by the party. The 
opening of the session 
was telecast live all over 
the country.

Also, other party lead-
ers, including Premier 
Li Keqiang, members of 
the Standing Committee 
of the CPC, who virtually 

rule the country attended 
the session.

This Parliament sea-
son this year is also sig-
nificant as top officials on 
almost all posts except the 
ones held by Xi and per-
haps by Li might change.

It includes a new State 
Councillor replacing the 
incumbent Yang Jiechi 
who for the past five years 
was the Special Repre-
sentative of India-China 
Border talks. Yang has 
been elevated to CPC s 
politburo.

T h e  p re s e n t  Fo r-
eign Minister, Wang Yi, 
might take over as the 
State Councillor, which 
also means that China 
will have a new foreign 
minister. The new names 
approved by the CPC’s 
Central Committee would 

be announced after the 
formal ratification by the 
NPC, which is often re-
garded as rubber stamp 
Parliament for its routine 
approval of the party s 
proposals.

As he set to cement his 
power removing two term 
limit, Xi plans to appoint 
four vice premiers to work 
on popular programmes 
like poverty relief, envi-
ronmental protection 
and improving economy 
which would enhance his 
image at home.

The proposal sparked 
off speculation that Xi is 
working on populist agen-
da which would contrib-
ute to his public image.

Tomorrow, the NPC 
spokesperson would ad-
dress the press during 
which China would an-
nounce the defence budg-
et, which last year stood at 
over USD 150 billion.

The NPC, which has 
2,980 deputies would be-
gin its session on March 
5 with a work report from 
Li. Its delegates included 
269 deputies from the 
military. As China’s main 
legislative body, it was 
expected to formally 
ratify the amendment to 
remove the term limit as 
well as appointment of 

new officials. The CPPCC 
is made up of appointees 
from difference walks of 
life, including film actors 
like Jackie Chan.

CPPCC Chairman Yu 
Zhengsheng commenced 
the session and spoke 
about deepening reforms.

Yesterday,  CPPCC 
spokesman Wang Guo-
qing addressed a nation-
ally televised conference 
in which he took selected 
questions, mostly from 
the Chinese official me-
dia, on issues like poverty 
alleviation, US’ plans to 
impose tariffs on steel and 
aluminium among others.

Conspicuous by their 
absence was any ques-
tions on removal of the 
two-term limit for Presi-
dent and Vice President 
which made headlines at 
home and abroad.

Hong Kong-based the 
‘South China Morning 
Post’ has reported that 
that Xi has identified four 
CPC officials -- Hu Chun-
hua, Han Zheng, Liu He 
and He Lifeng, for the post 
of vice premiers who are 
likely to be put in charge 
of the Chinese President’s 
top three priorities of pov-
erty relief, environmental 
protection, the control of 
economic risks.

The list of suspects 
also include Eliseu Padil-
ha and Moreira Franco, 
both ministers and Te-
mer’s close allies.

Odebrecht executives 
confessed last year that 
they had paid bribes to 
the Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion, which Padilha and 
Franco ran between 2013 
and 2015.

Claudio Mello Filhoa, 
a former Odebrecht ex-
ecutive, told investigators 

that the company agreed 
to transfer 10 million reais 
($3 million) to Temer’s 
Brazilian Democratic 
Movement Party, to gain 
an advantage in airport 
deals with the govern-
ment.

Since this case began, 
Temer has denied any 
wrongdoing and said the 
measures had been final-
ized after a long negotia-
tion between the govern-
ment and the port sector.

Rabat, Mar. 3 (IANS): Mo-
rocco and Paraguay have 
reached a deal to promote 
bilateral economic and 
trade relations. The agree-
ment was signed on Friday 
during a working session 
between Miriem Bensalah 
Chaqroun, the chair-
woman of the Moroccan 
Employers’ Association 
(CGEM), and Paraguayan 
Minister of Industry and 
Trade Gustavo Leite, in Mo-
rocco’s city of Casablanca.

The meeting, which 
brought together Moroc-
can businessmen oper-
ating in the agri-food, fi-
nance, distribution and 
real estate sectors, was an 
opportunity to explore in-
vestment opportunities 
offered to the two business 
communities, CGEM said 
in a statement.

The two sides under-
lined the importance of 
Moroccan and Paraguay-
an markets, which could 
serve as gateways to larger 
markets of Latin Ameri-
ca, Africa and Europe, it 
added.

They also stressed the 
important role of the pri-
vate sector in developing 
trade 

Manama, Mar. 3 (IANS): Security 
authorities in Bahrain arrested 116 
suspected terrorist with Iranian links 
in an operation to combat terror-
ism and external interference in the 
country’s internal affairs, accord-
ing to a government statement on 
Saturday. 
The individuals were arrested for 
wide range of terror crimes, including 
planning and executing terror attacks 
as well as manufacturing, storing and 
transporting explosive devices.

“Comprehensive investigations 
revealed that the suspected terrorists 
were members of a network formed 

and supported by the Iranian Revo-
lutionary Guard (IRGC),” said the 
statement posted on the state-run 
Bahrain News Agency. “

The network was planning to 
target Bahraini officials, members 
of the security authorities and vital 
oil installations, with the objective of 
disturbing public security and harm-
ing the national economy.

The statement said the IRGC and 
its affiliates including the Asaib Ahl al-
Haq (League of Righteous People) in 
Iraq and Hezbollah in Lebanon “were 
directly responsible for the intensifi-
cation of terrorist activity in Bahrain 

by providing material, recruitment 
and training support to terrorists.” 
The investigation also revealed that 
48 of the 116 suspected terrorists ar-
rested had received training at IRGC 
facilities in Iran and their affiliated 
locations in Iraq and Lebanon. 

Security agencies as part of the 
counter terrorism operations discov-
ered a number of sites used to manu-
facture and store explosives intended 
to be used for terrorist attacks.

Items seized during raids include 
high grad explosives, chemicals used 
to manufacture bombs, kalashnikovs, 
pistols, ammunition and detonators.

New York City’s LaGuardia 
Airport were cancelled on 
Saturday, the airport said. 

Rail operator Amtrak 
temporarily halted service 
between New York, Bos-
ton and Washington. It 
tweeted on Friday that its 
Northeast Corridor serv-
ice was “temporarily sus-
pended due to multiple 
weather related issues”.

Airlines, including 
Delta, United and South-
west, were offering fee 
waivers for flight cancella-
tions or changes involving 
affected airports. Airports 
on the East Coast had 
been experiencing delays 
and ground stops, the 
Federal Aviation Admin-
istration said.

Massachusetts was hit 
hard by the storm. High 
tides powered coastal 
flooding in Boston and 
other towns, leaving city 
streets awash for the sec-

ond time since a massive 
nor’easter in early Janu-
ary, CNN reported.

Virginia Governor 
Ralph Northam had de-
clared a state of emergen-
cy in order to marshal re-
sources and “appropriate 
preparedness, response, 
and recovery measures”, 
according to a statement.

New York Governor 
Andrew Cuomo said, 
“March is coming in like a 
lion”. The storm was mov-
ing slowly and the wind, 
rain and flood effects will 
linger for days, officials 
said. Parts of eastern Long 
Island and eastern Mas-
sachusetts were predicted 
to get up to five inches of 
rain through Saturday. 

The rest of the region 
could see two to four 
inches of rain. A foot of 
snow had already fallen 
in parts of eastern Mas-
sachusetts.
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Shatrughan Sinha wins lifetime 
achievement award in UK

Jimmy Kimmel may avoid 
political statements at Oscars

It’s vegan time 
for Beyonce 
ahead of 
Coachella festival

Cherish your parents: Janhvi pens after mom Sridevi’s death

Elton John screams at fan during gig

Rapper Rick Ross hospitalised
Hip-hop star Rick Ross was hospitalised after being taken ill at his Miami-area home, 
police said. Police and emergency teams were called to his home after he was “found 
unresponsive” according to a dispatch report filed by police, reported USA Today.
According to the report, a 911 caller sought help for a man fitting Ross’ description 
“in distress” who was breathing heavily, “slobbing out the mouth”, and briefly com-
bative. They had no other information because the call to Ross’ home turned out not 
to be a law enforcement matter, said a spokesman for Davie police.Some celebrities 
--- including Gucci Mane, LL Cool J and Missy Elliott --- took to Twitter to send Ross 
messages of support. There were reports he was on life support, but his friends from 
the industry said it was never so. (IANS)

A
ctor-politician 
Shatrughan 
Sinha has been 
honoured 
with a lifetime 

achievement award for 
his contribution to the 
fields of arts and politics 
at a ceremony in the UK’s 
Parliament complex here.

The annual ‘Political 
and Public Life Awards’ 
presented by Britain’s 
Asian Voice weekly news-
paper, now in its 12th 
year, recognises indi-
viduals who have made 
a significant impact on 
public life or made a 
difference in their local 
communities.

The ceremony at the 

Members’ Dining Room 
in the House of Com-
mons building on Thurs-
day evening was attend-
ed by parliamentarians, 
business and community 
leaders besides members 
of the UK Armed Forces 
as they braved extreme 
weather conditions and 
travel disruptions caused 
by days of snowfall across 
Britain.

“Confidence brings 
commitment, commit-
ment brings determi-
nation, determination 
brings devotion, and 
when you have commit-
ment, determination 
and devotion, besides 
confidence, then you get 

passion,” Sinha, 72, said 
in his acceptance speech.

“In this competitive 
world you have to prove 
yourself to be better than 
the best. If you are unable 
to prove yourself to be 
better than the best, at 
least try and be different 
from the rest,” he said, 
adding that the award 
had given him the oppor-
tunity to visit the “histor-
ic” Palace of Westminster 
for the first time.

Sinha, who started his 
career as an actor in late 
1960s, has to his credit 
over 225 Hindi feature 
films besides several in 
other Indian languages. 
A member of the rul-

ing BJP, he represents 
Bihar state’s Patna Sahib 
constituency in the Lok 
Sabha, the lower house of 
Parliament.

Among the other win-
ners of the year included 
Pakistani-origin UK Cabi-
net minister Sajid Javid, 
who was named Cabinet 
Minister of the Year.

“It’s very fitting to 
receive the honour in 
this setting, the home 
of our democracy, our 
cherished freedoms, the 
freedoms that have made 
us one of the most open 
and tolerant countries in 
the world. A country that 
just does not celebrate 
diversity but we actively 
thrive on the diversity of 
our country,” said Javid, 
UK’s Secretary of State for 
Communities and Local 
Government.

He dedicated his 
award to his parents, who 
he described as “heroes” 
for taking great risks to 
come to the UK to build a 
better future.

India’s Colors TV 
bagged the award for 
Television Channel of the 
Year and Jet Airways was 
judged Airline of the Year. 
An entrepreneur who has 
introduced the concept 
of Bengali cuisine sup-
per clubs called ‘Little 

Kolkata to the UK’, Prabir 
Chattopadhyay, was 
named New Business 
Entrant of the Year.

“My mantra has 
always been to stick to 
classic and authentic 
Bengali recipes inspired 
from my grandmother’s 
kitchen and Kolkata 
street food. Little Kolk-
ata is about sharing the 
spirit of Kolkata and its 
culinary delight with the 
people of Britain,” said 
Chattopadhyay.

C B Patel, Publisher 
and Editor of ‘Asian Voice’, 
said the awards were set 
up to recognise great 
works and incredible 
people who make huge 
contributions to public 
and political life.

“I am so proud that 
we can celebrate those 
who have made a posi-
tive difference across all 
walks of life, regardless of 
political party, race, col-
our or religion,” he said. 

As in previous years, 
the newspaper’s read-
ers nominated a set of 
people and an inde-
pendent panel of judges 
comprising of promi-
nent personalities from 
a cross-section of British 
society selected the win-
ners.

PTI

J
immy Kimmel’s 
monologue at the 
90th Academy 
Awards won’t be 
issue-oriented, say 

Oscar producers Michael 
De Luca and Jennifer 
Todd

They said the show 
will be political, but will 
not be as political as Kim-
mel has been this year in 
his talk show. 

De Luca says the 
Oscar political comedy 
will be of a different stripe, 
reports usatoday.com. 

“Jimmy’s job as the 
host of his own show 
is different than his job 
as the Oscars host. His 
monologue, his humour 
is less issue-oriented 
for our purposes. It will 
be current, but not as 
pointed,” De Luca said.

This month, “Jimmy 
Kimmel Live!” has fea-
tured its host emotionally 
pleading US President 
Donald Trump on air to 
discuss gun control. Kim-
mel also discussed topics 
like healthcare over the 
past year.

De Luca said: “We 
don’t give him direction. 
He intuitively knows what 
the Oscars call for. He 
loves the tradition of (past 
Oscar hosts) Bob Hope 
and Johnny Carson. And 
he really embraces that. 
He followed that tradi-
tion last year and plans to 
again this year.”

The Oscars will pay 
respect to Time’s Up, the 
movement started two 
months ago in Hollywood 

to advocate for gender 
equality in the workplace, 
reports usatoday.com.

“We’ve been working 
with them to try to find 
the right way to acknowl-
edge this really historical 
moment, but without 
making the show about 
that,” says Todd, adding 
“we will find a moment or 
two where we find we can 
address it appropriately.”

But the goal of Oscars 
2018 will center around 
entertaining the world-
wide television audience. 
The Oscars will be held on 
Sunday, and will air live in 
India on Monday on Star 
Movies and Star Movies 
Select HD.

Kimmel and the 
show’s producers have 
even made light of the 
“Envelopegate” disaster 
from last year.

The incident refers to 
the time when the incor-
rect envelope was handed 
to presenters Warren 
Beatty and Faye Dunaway 
for 2017’s Best Picture 
award. 

IANS

S
inger Beyonce says she is 
going vegan in the run-
up to Coachella Valley 
Music and Arts Festival.

The singer, who is 
taking to the Coachella stage in 
April after backing out in 2017 
after her pregnancy with twins, 
announced on Instagram Friday 
that she is returning to her nutri-
tion plan in preparation, reports 
people.com.

“44 days until Coachella!! Ve-
gan Time!! Click the link in my bio 
to join me!” Beyonce captioned a 
photo of her fancy avocado toast 
as part of the plant-based food 
challenge which she co-founded 
in 2015.

Beyonce also shared a sneak 
peek to her Coachella rehearsals.

She had also practiced vegan-
ism with husband Jay-Z in 2013.

IANS

V
eteran musician Elton John 
stormed off stage after an 
expletive-laden rant when 
a fan touched him while he 
was playing the piano during 

his show here.
He was performing his hit “Saturday 

night’s alright” during his Las Vegas 
residency on Thursday when some 
fans were invited up on stage with him, 
reports mirror.co.uk. 

As the crowd surrounded the piano, 
some reached out to touch John as he 
sang the classic tune.

But John took off after warning revel-
lers he would leave if they continued to 
reach out as he sang.

Moments before the incident, John 
could be seen screaming “f**k off” 
repeatedly at one concert-goer.

While his band carried on playing, 

John eventually returned to the stage -- 
but only after the crowd had vacated it.

The star then said on the mic: “No 
more coming on stage during ‘Saturday 
night’. You f**ked it up.”

One concert-goer, Matthew Jay, said: 
“Holy s**t Elton John just stormed the 
f**k off stage. During ‘Saturday night’, 
they brought a ton of people on stage, 
and one guy wouldn’t stop touching 
him.

“He went off mic and clearly 
mouthed ‘f**k off’ twice and then 
pushed his hand. He left, and they cut 
the song short and ushered everyone 
off stage and escorted the guy out of the 
building.”

John then continued his set with the 
ballad “A circle of life” from “The Lion 
King” musical.

IANS

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

5 pm: Death Wish (Eng ) 2D

11 am, 2 pm, 8 pm: Pari (Hindi )

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

A 
week after her mother and 
veteran actress Sridevi’s 
sudden demise, her elder 
daughter Janhvi Kapoor 
says there’s a “gnawing hol-

lowness” within her. She has penned 
an emotional note urging people to 
cherish their parents.

Janhvi, one of the two daughters 
Sridevi had with film producer Boney 
Kapoor, will turn 21 on March 7. She 
is also gearing up for the release of her 
maiden Bollywood outing “Dhadak”.

Following a week of grappling with 
the shocking news of her mother’s 
demise due to accidental drowning 
in a hotel bathtub in Dubai, Janhvi 
has penned her sentiments in a note 
posted on her official Instagram page.

It reads: “On my birthday, the only 
thing I ask of all of you is that you love 
your parents. Cherish them and de-
vote yourself to making them feel that 
love. They have made you. And I ask 
that you remember my mother fondly, 
pray for her soul to rest in peace.”

Janhvi, who has sibling Khushi, 
said their parents shared immense 
love and there shouldn’t be any at-
tempts to “tarnish” that.

“Their love is immortal because 
there was nothing like it in the whole 

world. Nothing as joyful and pure 
and no two people as devoted to one 
another as they were. Please respect 
that because it hurts to think anyone 
would ever try to tarnish it.

“Preserving the sanctity of what 
they had would mean the world not 
only to my mother but also to a man 
whose entire being revolved around 
her, and her two children who are all 
that remains of their love,” she said, 
adding that Boney has lost his “jaan”.

Of her mother, Janhvi said: “She 
didn’t understand frustration or 
malice or jealousy. So let’s be that. Let’s 
be full of only good and give only love. 
That would make her happy, to know 
that even in death, she gave you all 
something. The courage and inspira-
tion to fill yourselves with nothing but 
love and rid yourselves of bitterness 
in any way and form. That’s what she 
stood for. Dignity, strength and in-
nocence.”

In an accompanying image, Janhvi 
shared a heartfelt note on her emo-
tions of losing her “best friend” and 
“reason for everything”.

“Nothing anyone said mattered, 
no problem was big enough and no 
day could ever be dull because I had 
you... And I didn’t have to rely on 

anyone or anything because the only 
person I ever needed was you,” she 
wrote.

As Janhvi steps into films with 
Shashank Khaitan-directed “Dhadak” 
-- releasing in July -- she says she is 
only going to work towards making 
her mother “proud”.

“Every morning, all that I would do 
was (wake up) with the hope that one 
day you’d be as proud of me as I 
was of you. 
But I prom-
ise I’ll 
wake up 
every 
day 
with the 
same 
thought. 
Because 
you’re 
here and I 
can feel you.”

She signed 
off the note with, 
“I love you, my 
everything.” 

Sridevi 
went to 
Du-

bai to attend a family 
wedding. She was ac-
companied by Boney 
and Khushi, but 
Janhvi could not be 
there as she had 
work commit-
ments.

IANS
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Pep Guardiola

Roberto Firmino

Phil Simmons

England’s Adil Rashid combined with Moeen Ali to turn the third ODI against New Zealand, with the pair taking five wickets for 23 runs in a 
41-ball burst

Tina Weirather of Liechtenstein won the World Cup Super-G in Crans-
Montana

Minnesota Timberwolves’ Nemanja Bjelica (8) shoots as Utah Jazz’s Rudy Gobert (27) defends during the 
first half of an NBA basketball at the Salt Lake City on Fri. Mar. 2.
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Crans-Montana (Swit-
zerland), Mar. 3 (AFP): 
Liechtenstein’s Tina Wei-
rather won the super-G 
in Crans-Montana, Swit-
zerland, on Saturday to 
take over top spot in the 
event’s World Cup stand-
ings from local favourite 
Lara Gut.

With one race to go, 
in Are, Sweden, on March 
15, Weirather, the reign-
ing World Cup champion 
in the discipline, leads 
Gut by 46 points.

“Gut is an massive 
opponent,” Weirather 
said after her victory on 
Saturday.

In the absence of Es-
ter Ledecka, the Czech 
multi-discipline star who 
was the surprise winner 
in Pyeongchang, Wei-
rather, who was third at 
the Olympics, finished 
in 1min 2.17sec, 0.36sec 
ahead of the Austrian 
Anna Veith and 0.38 
ahead of Swiss Wendy 

Holdener. Gut was sev-
enth, 0.59 back.

This victory was the 
second of the season for 
Weirather, who also won 
at Lake Louise, in Canada 
at the start of December.

“It was the most chal-
lenging piste of the sea-
son,” said Weirather.

“The globe means 
a lot to me,” she said. 
“You don’t win a globe by 
chance.”

Ledecka, who com-
petes infrequently in the 
World Cup, has returned 
to snowboarding, a sport 
in which she also won 
gold in South Korea. She 
was competing later on 
Saturday in a parallel gi-
ant slalom in Kayseri, 
Turkey.

Veith, who won Olym-
pic silver, said margins 
were fine on Saturday.

“It was on a razor’s 
edge,” she said. “I had 
to hit the brakes on one 
jump.”

Bulawayo (Zimbabwe), 
Mar. 3 (IANS): In spite of 
impressive performances 
recently, Afghanistan chief 
coach Phil Simmons on 
Saturday dismissed that 
they are the favourites to 
win the ICC Cricket World 
Cup qualifier, beginning 
on Sunday.

Top two teams in the 
qualifier will complete the 
10-team line-up for next 
year’s ICC Cricket World 
Cup, to be played in Eng-
land and Wales from May 
30 to July 14. Afghanistan 
are in Group B, along with 
Scotland, Hong Kong, Ne-
pal and hosts Zimbabwe.

“I am not putting the 
‘favourites’ tag on me. We 
have just come here to 
play cricket, we need to 
play proper cricket and 
win this tournament,” 
Simmons said in an ICC 
statement. 

“I am one of those who 
wants to win all the time, 
and I think these guys are 
the same. So, the more we 
will win, the easier it will 
get for us in the Super Six 
stage,” the 54-year-old, 

Zurich, Mar. 3 (Reuters): 
The use of video replays 
to help referees make key 
decisions was approved by 
soccer’s rule-making body 
IFAB on Saturday, opening 
the way for the system to 
be used at this year’s World 
Cup.

Soccer’s world govern-
ing body FIFA has said the 
Video Assistant Referee 
(VAR) system will be used 
at the World Cup in Russia 
if approved, while its Euro-
pean counterpart has said 
it will not be deployed in 
next season’s Champions 
League.

Critics say VAR has led 
to confusion in competi-
tions where it has been 
used, especially for spec-
tators in stadiums who 
are often unaware that a 
decision is being reviewed.

T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n -
al Football Association 
Board (IFAB) statement 
described the move as 
an“historic step for greater 
fairness in football.”

According to IFAB pro-
tocols, VAR should only 
be used in four key cases: 
goals, penalties, direct red 
cards and mistaken iden-
tity.

A trained referee with 
access to a video monitor, 
and in constant commu-
nication with the main 
match official, checks all 
such decisions.

If a“clear and obvious” 
mistake is spotted, the 
incident can be reviewed 
and changed. The referee, 
who has access to a pitch-
side monitor, can also ini-
tiate a review himself.

The implementation of 
the VAR system has been 
one of FIFA president Gi-
anni Infantino’s main proj-
ects since he was elected 
in February 2016.

Ma n c h e s t e r,  Ma r.  3 
(IANS): Leaders Man-
chester City coach Pep 
Guardiola insisted that his 
side still needs improve-
ment and can’t consider 
themselves perfect after 
outclassing Arsenal 3-0 
in the English Premier 
League (EPL) tie.

The victory over the 
London club on Thurs-
day assured Manchester 
City they would stay 15 
points clear on top of the 
EPL table. However, Pep 
believes his side lost a lot 
of possession in the final 
minutes of the tie and 
must improve on their 
ballcontaining ability. 

“We need to improve,” 
Guardiola was quoted as 
saying by The Guardian 
on Friday. 

“When we get back 
to training we are going 
to show the players what 
happened in the last 10 

Ali, Rashid spin England to 
dramatic win over New Zealand

Jazz beat Timberwolves 116-108 in game featuring 3 ejections

Tina Weirather wins 
super-G in Crans-Montana

‘Firmino deserves Liverpool contract extension’

Video replays set to be used at 
World Cup after IFAB approval

Man City needs to improve — Pep

Afghanistan not favourites to win World 
Cup qualifier, insists coach Simmons

Wellington, Mar. 3 (AFP): 
Moeen Ali was as sur-
prised as anyone as he 
c o m b i n e d  w i t h  Ad i l 
Rashid to plunder New 
Zealand’s batting stocks in 
England’s dramatic four-
run victory in the third 
one-day international in 
Wellington on Saturday.

Not even an unbeaten 
112 by Kane Williamson 
could save New Zealand 
after their top order disap-
peared in Ali and Rashid’s 
devastating spell of five 
wickets for 23 runs in 41 
deliveries.

When time was up 
New Zealand were 230 for 
eight in reply to England’s 
234 after Chris Woakes 
bowled two dot balls to 
Williamson to end the 
match.

“My plan was just 

to try and bowl tight, it 
doesn’t really change 
game to game, and the 
wickets just came,” said 
man of the match Ali, who 
finished with three for 36 
while Rashid took two 
for 34.

“They weren’t great 
balls, but the balls in be-
tween were building pres-
sure.”

The game boiled down 
to New Zealand skipper 
Williamson needing a six 
off the final ball, but a 
wide yorker from Woakes 
meant he was unable to 
deliver. New Zealand ap-
peared to have the game 
in their hands at 80 for 
one in the 18th over, be-
fore Ali and Rashid turned 
the match.

Williamson denied 
there were concerns 

about the brittle New 
Zealand batting perfor-
mance.

“Not really. It was a 
game where we weren’t 
at our smartest. We didn’t 
adjust well on a tough 
surface and that’s all it is,” 
said Williamson, adding 
it was a “very frustrating” 
defeat.

“Starting off in our 
second innings we were 
in a position of strength 
after maybe 15 overs then 
we stumbled a bit in the 
middle which really hurt 
us ... and just a shame not 
to get across the line.

“And credit to the 
way the English spinners 
bowled through the mid-
dle. They were outstand-
ing.”

Ben Stokes took a 
stunning dive to his left 

to catch Colin Munro (49) 
off Rashid to ignite the 
slump as New Zealand 
went from a comfortable 
80 for one to 103 for six.
Imperious Williamson
Williamson, who had 
struggled for runs in re-
cent innings and missed 
the second ODI, which 
England won, because 
of a hamstring strain, re-
turned to the arena with 
an imperious perfor-
mance for his 11th ODI 
century.

He faced 143 deliveries 
and was in the middle for 
most of the New Zealand 
innings after the early dis-
missal of Martin Guptill 
for three.

Williamson shared a 
68-run stand with Munro, 
and once Ali and Rashid 
had destroyed the rest 

of the recognised New 
Zealand batting he en-
gineered a revival with 
Mitchell Santner.

Santner was given the 
benefit of the doubt on 
two when Jason Roy took 
a catch at ground level 
and there was no clear 
evidence the ball had not 
touched the grass.

From there he was 
more circumspect to 
reach 41 before being run 
out when a Woakes at-
tempt to stop a William-
son drive deflected off the 
bowler’s fingertips and 
on to the stumps, with 
Santner caught out of his 
crease.

Woakes, defending 
15 runs in the final over, 
conceded two twos and 
a six to Williamson and 
then fired in two dot balls 
to prevent a New Zealand 
victory.

England, having been 
sent into bat first, strug-
gled to 234 built around 
a 71-run stand for the 
fourth wicket by Eoin 
Morgan and Stokes.

Although the wicket 
offered variable bounce it 
held no serious demons, 
and the top nine Eng-
land batsmen all reached 
double figures.

Their problem was no 
one could settle in long-
term, and New Zealand 
part-time medium pacer 
Colin de Grandhomme 
was allowed to bowl 10 
overs in which he took 
one for 24. Ish Sodhi was 
more expensive with his 
leg breaks but still claimed 
three wickets for 53, while 
there were three late run 
outs as England pushed 
for runs at the end of their 
innings.

Morgan top scored for 
the tourists with 48 off 71 
while Stokes, the England 
hero when they won the 
second ODI three days 
ago, contributed 39 off 73.

The fourth match in 
the series is in Dunedin 
on Wednesday.

minutes of the first half 
against Arsenal and the 
first 20 minutes of the 
second half.” 

“We lost too much 
control, we did not know 
what we should do. If that 
happened in the Champi-

ons League we would be 
out. We cannot think we 
are perfect,” the Spanish 
tactician added. 

“You always have to 
have something to let the 
players know we are not 
good enough.”

London, Mar. 3 (IANS): Liverpool 
Football Club coach Jurgen Klopp has 
heaped praise on his Brazilian for-
ward Roberto Firmino and said that 
he deserves a contract renewal with a 
lot of space to improve.

The 26-year-old is already tied at 
Liverpool with a contract that runs 
until June 2020. However, Klopp feels 
due to the brilliant work rate Firmino 
has produced on the field he deserves 
to stay at the club for a much longer 
period. 

“It is very important for both 
sides,” Klopp was quoted as saying by 
The Guardian on Friday. 

“Everything we are doing, the 
way we play, the way we give him the 
opportunity constantly to play, he de-
serves that. He deserves that because 
his work rate is outstanding but it 
helped him a lot to step up.

“He became a different player 
here. Other teams can say: ‘Hmmm, 

Salt Lake City, Mar. 3 (AP): 
In a game peppered with 
heated emotions and hard 
fouls, Rudy Gobert turned 
in one his finest perfor-
mances of the season.

G o b e r t  s c o r e d  a 
season-high 26 points, 
grabbed 16 rebounds and 
blocked four shots to help 
the Utah Jazz beat the 
Minnesota Timberwolves 
116-108 on Friday night in 
a game that featured three 
ejections.

H i s  d o m i n a n c e 
around the basket spread 
throughout the team. 
Utah finished with a 46-27 
advantage on the glass. 
The Jazz also outscored 
the Timberwolves 19-0 in 
second-chance points and 
held them to a season-low 
two offensive rebounds.

Gobert, who returned 
from injury in mid-Jan-
uary, is averaging 14.6 
points, 10.7 rebounds and 
2.4 blocks over his last 18 
games. He was aggressive 
Friday from the opening 
tip.

‘’The mindset he had 

was the reason that he had 
so much success on both 
ends of the floor,’’ Jazz 
coach Quin Snyder said. 
‘’I thought his offensive 
rebounding was as good 
as it’s been this season, 
particularly after getting in 
foul trouble early. He was 
able to come back and re-
ally stabilize us defensively 

and play without fouling 
and still have an impact.’’

Donovan Mitchell also 
scored 26 points for the 
Jazz. Jae Crowder - who 
was thrown out not long 
after jawing with Tim-
berwolves coach Tom 
Thibodeau - and Derrick 
Favors added 15 points 
apiece.

Utah (32-30) beat Min-
nesota for the first time 
this season.

A n d r e w  W i g g i n s 
scored 27 points and Jeff 
Teague added 25 before 
getting ejected for a fla-
grant foul on Ricky Rubio 
in the Timberwolves’ sec-
ond straight loss.

Karl-Anthony Towns 

finished with just 13 points 
after picking up two tech-
nical fouls and getting 
ejected before halftime. 
Without him in the mid-
dle, the Timberwolves had 
no answer for Gobert.

‘ ’The rebounding, 
I thought, was a prob-
lem the whole game,’’ 
Thibodeau said. ‘’It was 
a big concern going into 
the game. But I thought 
our guys kept fighting. 
Obviously when you lose 
(Towns), you’re losing your 
best rebounder. But they 
kept battling. I thought 
we had a shot down the 
stretch and then we had 
some tough breaks.’’

Utah closed the first 
half on a 20-6 run stretch-
ing over the final 3:49. 
Gobert and Joe Ingles 
combined to score off 
dunks on three straight 
possessions to fuel the run 
and Mitchell buried a step-
back jumper to finish it off 
and give the Jazz a 56-45 
halftime lead. Towns was 
ejected with 23 seconds 
left in the second quarter 

after picking up his second 
technical foul for com-
plaining to the officials.

The Timberwolves did 
make a run behind some 
strong third-quarter play 
from Teague. He took a 
steal in for a dunk and 
buried a jumper on back-
to-back possessions as 
Minnesota closed to 70-66.

Teague’s jumper made 
it 94-92 but Crowder bur-
ied a 3-pointer and Mitch-
ell followed with back-to-
back baskets to fuel an 
11-2 run that gave Utah 
a 105-94 lead with 5:20 
remaining.

‘’We’re treating every 
game like it is the same,’’ 
Mitchell said. ‘’But going 
0-2 against these guys, you 
don’t want to go 0-3. That 
was our mentality.’’

Teague was ejected 
when he chased down 
a dribbling Rubio and 
k n o c k e d  t o  h i m  t h e 
ground with his shoulder. 
Injured Wolves All-Star 
Jimmy Butler tweeted that 
Teague’s play was what he 
liked to see.

he’s really good’ but it is not sure they will 
play the same way and use him as a nine or 
a 10 or they’ll use him out on the wings,” the 
German tactician added. 

“It is never sure but it is important to 
keep these players who are at a good age 
and when there is still space for improve-
ment.”  

who played in 26 Tests and 
143 ODIs for the Windies 
from 1987 to 1999, added.

“You win the Super Six 
stage, you are in the World 
Cup as well as in the final. 
That’s how we look at it.” 

Afghanistan will take 
on Scotland in their open-
ing match at the Bulawayo 
Athletic Club on Sunday, 
4 March, and Simmons 
admitted he was not fully 
satisfied with his side’s 
performance in the warm-
up matches. 

“We haven’t done a lot 
of things we wanted to do 
in the warm-up matches. 

But, at the same time, the 
boys have been sharp in 
Sharjah and I am sure the 
sharpness is still there, 
maybe a bit of jet-lag but 
we will get there. Hope-
fully, we will be able to put 
everything together come 
Sunday,” he hoped. 

“All of us are looking 
forward to the tourna-
ment. It’s good that it is 
being held in high esteem, 
but you have to come out 
and do it. We had two good 
outings in the warm-up 
games and now it’s about 
business. So, we are look-
ing forward to Sun.”



Sourav Ganguly 

Zlatan Ibrahimovic

India lost 2-3 to Olympic champions Argentina in the opening match
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Burnley striker Chris Wood's late header sealed a 2-1 victory over Everton on Sat. Mar. 3.

Wood back with a bang 
as Burnley end barren run

Barcelona, Atletico face off for 
possible La Liga season decider

'Zlatan can't help Man-U at the moment' 

Current India team needs time before being judged, says Ganguly

La Liga ambassador Mendieta 
conducts football clinic in Mumbai

Inter's Icardi fully recovered, 
ready for Milan derby

India lose to Argentina in Sultan Azlan Shah Cup opener

Ma n c h e s t e r, Ma r. 3 
( I A N S ) :  Ma n c h e s t e r 
United chief coach Jose 
Mourinho said his Swed-
ish striker Zlatan Ibrahi-
movic is fit but can't help 
the English football giants 
for a winning cause.

Ibrahimovic signed 
a contract extension in 
2017 after returning from 
a knee operation in No-
vember last year, he has 
been sidelined since the 
Boxing Day draw with 
Burnley at the Old Traf-
ford here.

However, Mourinho 
feels the ongoing season 
will be his last with the 
club and Ibrahimovic has 
the right to choose his 
future. 

"For Zlatan, we all 
think it's his last season at 
Manchester United and 
it will be a very personal 

London, Mar. 3 (AFp): 
B u r n l e y  e n d e d  a n 
11-match winless run 
in the Premier League as 
Chris Wood's late header 
sealed a 2-1 victory over 
Everton on Saturday.

New Zealand striker 
Wood came on as a sec-
ond-half substitute to 
bag his first goal since 
November with just 10 
minutes remaining at 
Turf Moor.

Sean Dyche's side last 
took three points way 
back on December 12 
against Stoke City, but 
this success remarkably 
keeps them in seventh 
place.

It was the first time 
in 53 Premier League 
matches under Dyche 
that they had won after 
conceding the opening 
goal.

Everton had taken a 
20th-minute lead when 
Cenk Tosun netted his 
first goal in his fifth ap-
pearance since his £27 
million ($37 million) Jan-
uary move from Besiktas.

Theo Walcott's cross 
was flicked on by Seamus 
Coleman and Turkey 
striker Tosun pounced 
to power a header past 
Nick Pope. Tosun, who 
has been linked with a 
return to Besiktas after a 
poor start to his Everton 

Barcelona, Mar. 3 (IANS): FC Barcelona 
meet Atletico Madrid in the Camp Nou 
stadium here on Sunday afternoon in a 
game which could go a long way towards 
determining the destination of this foot-
ball season's La Liga title.

Barcelona go into the game on the 
back of a 1-1 draw away against 
Las Palmas which saw their 
lead at the top of the table 
cut to just five points, while 
Atletico defeated Leganes 4-0 
thanks to a quartet of goals 
from French star forward 
Antoine Griezmann, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

"The game against Atlé-
tico is an attractive one. 
Both teams are strong and 
the three points are worth so 
much. We must give everything on the 
pitch to win this game," Barcelona chief 
coach Ernesto Valverde was quoted as 
saying by the club's Twitter handle at the 
pre-match press conference.

"We are sure the Camp Nou will 
respond due to the importance of the 
match. It's guaranteed the fans will make 
noise."

Griezmann will be the main threat to 
Barcelona on Sunday with the French-
man hitting his best form of the season 
netting seven goals in his last two appear-
ances as his partnership with Diego Costa 
is beginning to flourish.

Meanwhile Uruguayan striker Luis 

Suarez will be available for Barcelona 
after avoiding a yellow card in Las Palmas 
which would have seen him suspended 
for the game. Suarez will partner Lionel 
Messi in attack, while left-back Jordi Alba 
is back in the side after missing out in 

midweek through suspension.
Although much of the at-

tention will be focussed on the 
strikers, part of the secret of the 
two sides' success is down to 
their defenses, with Atletico 
conceding just 11 goals all 

season, while Barcelona have 
had just 13 scored against them.

There appear to be few doubts 
in the Atletico starting 11 with 
Thomas Partey earning a 
place alongside Gabi Fernan-
dez in central midfield.

Barcelona will field their strongest 
starting 11 with the only doubt being 
whether Phillipe Coutinho, Ousman 
Dembele or Paulinho completes a mid-
field containing Andres Iniesta, Sergio 
Busquets and Ivan Rakitic.

Atletico have an extra day to recover 
following the midweek game and in such 
a tightly balanced match that could be 
decisive, but so could Messi, Griezmann, 
Costa or Suarez in what promises to be 90 
minutes of tension in Barcelona.

"Tomorrow's match is an important 
one," Atletico chief coach Diego Simeone 
admitted, as reported by the capital club's 
Twitter handle.career, is the first Turk-

ish player to score in the 
Premier League since 
Reading's Jem Karacan 
five years ago.

But Burnley forward 
Ashley Barnes equalised 
in the 56th minute, pro-
ducing a cool finish from 
Matt Lowton's brilliant 
pass for his sixth goal of 

the season.
A n d  W o o d , 

making his first 
appearance after 
a long injury lay-
off, won it for the 
Clarets in 
the 80th 
m i n u t e 
with his first 
g o a l  s i n c e 

November.
Wood rose to bury a 

close-range header 
after Ashley Wil-
liams failed to pick 

up his run from Jo-
hann Berg 

G u d -
m u n d s -
son's cor-

ner.

Adding insult to inju-
ry for Williams, the Ever-
ton defender was sent off 
in the 86th minute after 
swinging his arm into 
Barnes' face.

Everton, beaten in 
three of their last four 
games, stay ninth after 
their fifth successive 
away league defeat.

decision for him to play 
or to stop," Mourinho was 
quoted as saying by ma-
nutd.com. 

"I think he won the 
right of choosing his life 
and his future - he's such 
an amazing player with 
such an amazing career 
that only that awful in-
jury in the wrong moment 
broke a fantastic couple of 

seasons that he could, and 
should, have with us. 

"This season has been 
really difficult for him. Is 
he injured? No, he's not in-
jured. Does he feel totally 
happy and totally ready 
and totally convinced that 
he's in (the) conditions to 
help the team in this mo-
ment? No," the Portuguese 
tactician added.

N e w  D e l h i ,  M a r.  3 
(IANS): Virat Kohli and 
his brand of captaincy 
has caught the atten-
tion of fans and pundits 
alike, but former India 
captain Sourav Ganguly 
feels that the present 
generation needs some 
time before they can be 
compared to the past 
national teams.

"It is very difficult to 
compare generations. 
But every generation 
in Indian cricket has 
produced a champion, 
Gavaskar,  Kapil  Dev, 
Tendulkar and I think 
Kohli is the one in this 
generation. This genera-
tion should be compared 
seven to eight years 
down the line because 
we became a Ganguly or 
Dravid or Tendulkar after 
playing for 15 years," 
CNN-News18 quoted 
Ganguly as saying on 
Saturday.

"Virat Kohli being the 
senior most with Dho-
ni with 10 years or 11 
years but the other boys 
whether its Rahane or 
Rohit or Murli Vijay have 
four or five seasons. I 
would give a little more 
time and see where they 
finish and then com-
pare the generation," he 

Mumbai, Mar. 3 (IANS): La Liga ambassa-
dor and former Spain midfielder Gaizka 
Mendieta on Saturday led a special foot-
ball clinic for 50 kids, comprised of a di-
verse mix of boys and girls from Mumbai.

The kids of Oscar Foundation got 
a glimpse of the standard of La Liga 
through theoretical lessons and practical 
trainings that can help enhance these 
young talents' potential in the sport, ac-
cording to a release.

La Liga branded T-shirts for each 
player from Oscar Foundation, a remem-
bering moment that brought smiles to 
the kids at R.C Church Ground in Colaba.

"As La Liga Ambassador and being 
a former professional footballer, it is my 
honour to support the development of 

young talent," said former Valencia CF 
star Mendieta in a statement. 

"The humble initiative by La Liga will 
be able to motivate young players and 
bring out India's best talent in football.

Having fun is the most important 
factor in their development, the activity 
increased the kids' desire to keep learn-
ing and striving to become the best they 
can be."

Jose Antonio Cachaza, La Liga Coun-
try Manager India, said: "It was incred-
ible to see the look on the youngsters' 
faces when they saw a La Liga Ambas-
sador coaching and playing with them 
today. It gives us immense pride that we 
are able to provide opportunities like 
these."

Ipoh (Malaysia), Mar. 3 
(IANS): Argentina's drag-
flick star Gonzalo Peil-
lat scored a hat-trick as 
India lost 2-3 to the 2016 
Olympic champions in 
the opening match of the 
27th Sultan Azlan Shah 
Cup hockey tournament 
here on Saturday.

Peillat scored in the 
13th and 24th minutes to 
give the South Americans 
a 2-0 advantage but India 
cut the deficit, thanks to 
the brilliance of Rohidas, 
who converted two pen-
alty corners in the 26th 
and 31st minutes.

Peillat again gave Ar-
gentina the lead in the 
33rd minute but India 
failed came up with an 
equaliser to lose three 
points. The 25-year-old 
Argentine proved to be 
the difference in a game 
in which India otherwise 
had plenty of opportuni-
ties.

It was a zestful start 
by India who looked to 

dominate the first quarter 
as their young forwards 
pushed the Argentine de-
fenders to create space in 
the striking circle. 

India made as many as 
four circle entries against 
Argentina's two and it 
was Sumit Kumar's burst 
into the baseline that gave 
Indian supporters hope 

of a first goal within 10 
minutes of the match, but 
Argentine defenders were 
defiant. 

Minutes later, a long 
ball assist to Talwinder 
Singh was picked up well 
but he couldn't quite 
make an effective connect 
to put it past goalkeeper 
Juan Manuel Vivaldi. 

Though India did well 
to limit Argentina's shots 
on the goal, an infringe-
ment in the Indian circle 
helped Isidoro Ibarra earn 
Argentina the first pen-
alty corner of the match. 
Peillat's first attempt was 
blocked by first runner Ro-
hidas, but the second one 
was superbly converted 

Milan, Mar. 3 (IANS): In-
ter Milan coach Luciano 
Spalletti announced on 
Saturday that Argentine 
striker Mauro Icardi has 
fully recovered from his 
injury and ready to lead 
the side in the Serie A 
football derby against AC 
Milan on Sunday.

Icardi was injured in a 
practice session on Janu-
ary 31 and missed the 
Inter's last four games, 
but had been training 
normally for several days 
and was ready to play in 
Sunday's duel at San Siro 
stadium, reports Efe.

"Mauro is more than 
ready. The derby is a 
match which transmits 
special sensations to 
players with a personality 
such as his," Spalletti said 
at the pre-match press 
conference.

"For us, winning to-
morrow would mean that 
we've written a page in the 

by Peillat, who fired to the 
right corner. 

It was penalty corners 
that Argentina rallied on 
and it didn't help India's 
cause when they conced-
ed another in the 24th 
minute. The mistake was 
yet again punished by Peil-
lat as he broke no sweat to 
convert -- this time hitting 
past Indian goalkeeper 
Krishan Pathak to the left 
corner. 

Two minutes later, In-
dia won three back-to-
back penalty corners and 
in the final one, Rohidas 
improvised on Raman-
deep Singh's injection, 
keeping low, finding the 
left pocket of the net to 
reduce the goal difference 
to one.

Coming into the third 
quarter, India struck early 
as forward Sumit Kumar 
was aggressive in the base-
line to fetch India their 
fourth penalty corner of 
the match. Rohidas em-
ployed a similar flick to 

the first one to pull India 
level 2-2.

India' joy, however, 
remained only for three 
minutes as Peillat com-
pleted his hat-trick, with 
substitute Indian goal-
keeper Suraj Kerkera beat-
en by pace and power on 
to his right.

With the rain trick-
ling down, along with 
the threat of lightning, 
the match was halted for 
nearly 45 minutes. After 
the game resumed, India 
fought hard to seek their 
equaliser. In the dying mo-
ments, Talwinder also had 
a chance to shoot from the 
right but he fired wide, as 
India lost by a goal.

S j o r e d  M a r i j n e -
coached India will on Sun-
day take on England, who 
will look to bounce back 
after being outplayed 1-4 
by Australia.

Dylan Wotherspoon, 
Blake Govers, Aaron Klein-
schmidt and Lachie Sharp 
struck for Australia.

history of one of the great-
est matches in football as 
it's seen by all and we can 
then make the most of the 
enthusiasm of the fans 
who care about the fate of 
this team," the coach said. 
After missing the matches 
against Crotone, Bologna, 
Genoa and Benevento, 
the 25-year-old Inter cap-
tain will seek to score his 
100th goal in the Serie A.

Icardi made 89 goals 
with Inter, to which he 
signed in the summer 
of 2013, after scoring 10 
goals in his time at Samp-
doria between 2011 and 
2013.

added.
"But what my gen-

eration signifies is that 
he had player's Sehwag, 
Dravid, Tendulkar, Lax-
man, Ganguly, Harbha-
jan, Kumble all those 
d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d 
played more than 100 
test matches which is a 
sign they were bloody 

good. Longevity at level 
for a long period of time 
is a yards take to show 
how good you are. Once 
these boys get close it will 
be easier to compare."

Kohli has received 
b o t h  a c c o l a d e s  a n d 
brickbats for his aggres-
sive style of captaincy. 

Ganguly however, 

opined that Kohli's ag-
gression helps to take 
some of the pressure off 
the other players and 
India is fortunate to have 
captains like him and 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni.

"I think Dhoni and 
Kohli are different per-
sonalities. Kohli was very 
expressive, and so was I. 
But Kohli has probably 
taken it one step further. I 
have to find out to whom 
he shows that fist to every 
time a wicket falls.

"Dhoni was calm, 
that doesn't take the 
nervousness or pressure 
away from anyone. For 
Virat Kohli, it's his way 
of taking pressure away 
from everyone, and it 
was same for me. For 
Dhoni, it was to absorb. 
So every captain is dif-
ferent and I think India 
is very fortunate to have 
Dhoni and Virat Kohli," 
Ganguly said.

"Virat is also in the 
form of his life, I think the 
way he's played, he's the 
best player in the world at 
the moment, and when I 
see Virat on the field, I 
see a lot of honesty, it's 
like you get what you see 
with him, everything is 
there and also he's a class 
player. So I have tremen-

dous regard for him and 
tremendous faith in him 
that he's going to take 
Indian Cricket to the next 
level," he added.

Ganguly, who has re-
cently come out with a 
book on his career, said 
the series against Paki-
stan in 1997 was crucial 
for him as his perfor-
mances helped seal his 
place in the India squad.

"That was very piv-
otal. It was 1997, and we 
were facing Pakistan. 
During everyone's play-
ing career, an India-Pak-
istan game or series was 
the series to get noticed. 
Sachin was captain and 
we won 4-1, and I won 
four Man-of-the-Match 
awards in a row, either 
contributing with the bat 
or the ball," the 45-year-
old reminisced.

"So, I established my-
self as a match winner 
in the side, so I proved 
to the side that I could 
win them games. So I 
think that's very impor-
tant at that very young 
age, I think I was just a 
year into international 
cricket, maybe a year and 
a half, and then for the 
captain to turn and say 
that I am a match winner 
was very very satisfying."


