
Voters seen in queue to cast their vote at a makeshift polling station on the outskirts of Yonglok village 
in Longleng district on Mar. 2. 

An elderly woman being helped to a polling booth at one of the polling stations in 
Kohima on Mar. 3. 

Copies of separate e-roll entries reportedly made by Home Minister Kuzholuzo Nienu in Phek.    
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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
At which finger did you 

realize that you're a deacon? 
You can't even use the 

excuse that you were playing 
Holi can you?

Let there be work,  
bread, water and  

salt for all. 

~ Nelson Mandela
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Proxy from the grave: NDPP protests in Kohima Re-polling held peacefully with 73.05% turnout

Disputed Ladigarh votes in the forest again

Home Minister Nienu has dual entry in e-roll — NDPP

Now, NPF clings on to ‘outsider’ BJP

    

EntErtainmEnt SportS

Fitness for me is a way of  
life — Malaika Arora | P10

In a complete u-turn, 
NPF preaches friendship 

after all ugly name-calling 
during electoral campaign 

Counting of votes to begin at 8 am on Mar. 3 
across all  districts and Pughoboto

Sons are 'Suresh, Vikash and Santosh'

Del Potro maintains mastery over 
Thiem with Acapulco win |  P11

A man smeared with gulal (coloured powder) participates in the celebration of Holi, the Hindu spring festival of colours, at a locality of 
Dimapur on Mar. 2.    Photo by Caisii Mao

Holi revelry

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Mar. 2 (EMN): Following 
allegations that some votes were ille-
gally cast through postal voting at 8th 
Western Angami assembly constitu-
ency, supporters and party workers 
of the Nationalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party's (NDPP) candidate 
Kevisekho Kruse assembled at the 

office of the deputy commissioner 
of Kohima on Fri. demanding nul-
lication of the ‘illegal votes.’

Talking to Eastern Mirror, the 
general secretary of the NDPP's 
western Angami unit, Ravolhouto 
Whiso said some people forged the 
‘polling duty list’ and cast votes il-
legally through postal ballots and 

that genuine voters were denied 
exercise of their franchise on the day 
of polling. 

Alhough there was commotion 
and shouting among the supporters 
who demanded that the illegal votes 
cast be nullified and genuine voters 
be allowed cast their votes, the day 
passed off without any violence.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Mar. 2: At the 
turn of every five years, the 
otherwise neglected land 
of Ladigarh in Longleng 
district enters the lime-
light. For years now, this 
disputed area along the 
Assam-Nagaland border 
has been forced to hog the 
limelight every time Naga-
land goes to polls. 

As was the case in the 
previous years, fresh poll 
was ordered at Ladigarh 
in 49th Tamlu assembly 
constituency in Longleng 
district after voting could 
not be conducted as 
scheduled on Feb. 27 due 
to obstruction from Assam 
police personnel. 

In a repeat of the last 
elections, a makeshift 
polling station was con-
structed in the forest sur-

Dimapur, Mar. 2 (EMN): 
After  a  vicious elec-
tion campaign during 
which it had branded the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) an ‘outsider’ in Na-
galand while claiming 
that it ‘never encouraged 
the BJP to set foot in our 
land,’ the Naga People’s 
Front (NPF) on Fri. did a 
barefaced volte-face by 
stating that it was still in 
alliance with the former. 

The NPF issued a 
statement on Fri. seeking 
to explain what it stated 
was ‘the factual position’ 

concerning the status 
of the Democratic Alli-
ance of Nagaland (DAN).  
“It has been observed 
that due to rampant cir-
culation of rumours by 
certain sections of peo-
ple with vested inter-
ests in the social media, 
doubts and misgivings 
have been created in 
the minds of the people 
about the actual status 
of NPF party and its al-
liance partners of DAN 
viz: BJP, JDU including 
NPP now. 

“Therefore,  in or-

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Mar. 2 (EMN): Re-polling in 
12 polling stations spread across eight 
assembly constituencies  in six districts, 
and fresh poll in Ladigarh along the 
Assam-Nagaland border on Mar. 2 were 
conducted peacefully, according to Na-
galand's Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) 
Abhijit Sinha.

According to the CEO’s establish-
ment, the percentage of Friday’s re-poll 
and the fresh poll totalled 73.05%. 7841 
voters were reported to have exercised 
their adult franchise. 

Counting of the votes will commence 
on Mar. 3 from 8 am onward in all the 11 
districts and Pughoboto. 

In Kohima, re-polling at polling sta-
tion-29 Upper AG Colony at 9th Kohima 
town assembly constituency was held 
without any untoward incidents. 68.66% 
of 967 voters at the polling station was 
recorded till the end of the voting hour. 

Tight security was enforced in the 
area while the colony's council and 
youth volunteers from the Kohima Vil-
lage Youth Organization (KVYO) assisted 
in ensuring smooth conduct of the poll-
ing process. Webcasting with additional 
CCTVs were installed in the polling sta-
tion for strict monitoring of the voting. 

Kohima town AC is locked in a 
straight contest between National-
ist Democratic Progressive Party’s Dr. 
Neikesalie Kire and the Naga People's 
Front’s Dr. Tseilhoutuo Rhutso. Both the 
candidates were present at the polling 
station during the event. The two had 
accused each other of electoral malprac-
tice and had filed counter complaints 
against each another during the past 
two days. However, on the day of the 
election, they were seen sitting together 
congenially during the voting hours 
among the queuing voters.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Mar. 2 (EMN): As the 
election process draws fast to a 
close, formal complaints lodged 
by candidates against irregulari-
ties by rival candidates continue 
to surface in abundance. The lat-
est is one on the Home Minister 
Kuzholuzo Nienu, who is con-
testing at 19th Phek assembly 
constituency (AC) with the Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) ticket. 

The Phek unit of the Nation-
alist Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) has submitted 
documents to the returning of-
ficer in concern informing him 
about Nienu’s double enumera-
tion in the electoral roll: one at 
Phek town B/wing (Bethany-I 
colony) where his age is recorded 
as 52 years and house number 
is listed as 178; and the other at 
Phek town C/wing (Jericho-II 
colony) where his age is listed 
as 50 years and the house num-
bered as EH3.

At Bethany-I colony e-roll, 
names of nine persons were 
enumerated as children (six sons 
and three daughters) of Nienu 
with the same house number. 
Interestingly, their recorded ages 
were of 50 years, 40 years, two 31 

years, three 30 years and one 29 
years, while the names of three 
sons were Suresh, Vikash and 
Santosh.

In Jericho-II colony e-roll as 
well, nine names were enumer-
ated as his children, but some of 
their names and age were differ-
ent: 42, two 37, 36, 33, 34, two 32 
and one 22 years.

Rival NDPP candidate from 
the constituency Kupota Khesoh 
has written a letter of complaint 
to the returning officer of the 
constituency on Feb. 28 high-
lighting that the NPF's candidate 
Nienu and his family members 
had double entry in the e-roll. 
He produced ‘material evidence’ 
(copies of the entries) to the of-
ficial stating that they were self-
explanatory.

Khesoh alleged also that the 
same electors were found cast-
ing their votes at both the polling 
booths and stated that footage of 
said polling booths ‘will reveal 
the facts.’

In this connection, the NDPP 
candidate has demanded neces-
sary action according to provi-
sions and relevant sections of the 
Representation of People’s Act of 
1951 and election conduct rules.

nation

Owaisi dares Modi to go for  
early LS elections | P8

der to put matters in 
its proper perspective, 
the NPF party hereby 
reiterates its resolution 
no. 1 taken by the cen-
tral executive council 
(CEC) on 23rd of January 
2018 which, inter alia 
reads that: ‘considering 
the urgency to create a 
congenial atmosphere 
for the ongoing political 
dialogue between the 
government of India and 
the Naga national work-
ers (NSCN I-M/ NNPGs) 
for political solution, the 
CEC considered it neces-
sary to review the matter 
and resolved to maintain 
the earlier status of hav-
ing alliance with BJP,’” 
the statement read. 

This ‘factual position 
as explained,’ it stated, 
should clarify all ‘doubts 
and confusions’ once 

and for all. 
In the run-up to the 

recently concluded Na-
galand assembly elec-
tions, the BJP and the 
NPF were engaged in 
a vitriolic verbal war. 
The NPF's  chief ,  Dr. 
Shürhozelie Liezietsu, 
had even declared the 
2018 Nagaland assem-
bly elections as a choice 
between 'outsiders' and 
'Naga identity' while ask-
ing voters not to ‘gamble 
with their faith, culture 
and identity.’ 

On the other hand, 
the BJP had swatted 
aside Liezietsu’s tirade 
as a ‘classic case of po-
litical dementia’ while 
reminding him of the 15-
year alliance that existed 
between the two parties 
prior to the 2018 Naga-
land assembly elections.

rounding Yonglok village 
and voting was conducted 
on Mar. 2. At least, as per 
official report, the polling 
there was peaceful. 

A day prior to the fresh 
polling at Ladigrah, pre-
poll violence had erupted 
between supporters of 
a certain candidate and 
armed police personnel 
on the evening of Mar. 1 at 
Shetap village. 

According to eyewit-
ness accounts, confronta-
tion took place between 
members of the public 
and the IRB personnel 
at Shetap village during 

which around 20 persons 
were reportedly injured. 

T h e  s a m e  s o u rc e 
claimed that ‘after the 
confrontation, the IRB 
personnel broke into the 
houses and assaulted not 
only those involved in the 
altercation but also those 
who were innocent.’ 

However, the subdivi-
sion police officer (SDPO) 
of Longleng denied such 
aggression from the police. 
The police officer, though, 
admitted that there was a 
confrontation between the 
police and members of the 
public at Shetap village.

“The police person-
nel who were deployed 
for duty at Ladigarh were 
on their way on Thursday 
evening. Around 15-20 
people were gathered at 
Yonglok village who agi-
tated against the police 
personnel and challenged 
the authority. We waited 
for half an hour (6 pm to 
7.30 pm) for them to dis-
perse so that peace can 
be maintained in the area. 
However they were ada-
mant and challenged the 
authority that resorted to 
disperse the gathering,” 
the SDPO said.   
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India celebrates festival of colours to welcome spring

New Delhi, Mar. 2 (IANS): Mil-
lions of young and old across 
the country on Friday cele-
brated Holi, smearing vibrant 
colours on each other and ex-
changing sweets to spread joy 
and welcome the beginning of 
spring in India.

Amid shouts of “Holi Hai” 
and roadside dances to the beat 
of drums, people -- rich and 
poor, Hindus and Muslims and 
from other religions -- swarmed 
into public spaces to splash 
powders of myriad colours on 
each other and celebrate the 
seasonal festival of colours, 
marking the end of winter.

The celebrations began 
early on Friday morning amid 
bright sunshine in many parts 
of the country. People came out 
of their houses to smear each 
other with coloured powder, 
coloured water and mud as 
well. Families prepared tradi-
tional delicacies like ‘gujia’, a 
sweet fried dumpling made 
with semolina.

The festival which like many 

Indian festivals is embedded in 
a Hindu mythology -- that of 
the triumph of good over evil 
-- brings together people of all 
classes and religions who sing 
and dance, distribute sweets. 

In Delhi, people were seen 
dancing to the beats of drums 
and smearing each others’ faces 
with ‘abir’ and ‘gulal’, as colours 
traditionally used in Holi are 
known. Delhi Police said it had 
made proper arrangements in 
case of any hooliganism during 
the celebrations, requesting the 
people to obey rules for safe 
celebration and stay away from 
drunken driving.

Authorities said no unto-
ward incident was reported 
from anywhere in the national 
capital where barricades had 
been set up at many places to 
check trouble as more than 
2,500 traffic policemen were 
on duty to keep a close watch 
on those flouting road safety 
norms and creating problems, 
particularly for women.

As the festival is associated 

with revelry and boisterous fun, 
many were seen consuming 
‘bhang’ (an edible preparation 
of cannbis) to add zest to their 
celebrations. Youngsters rode 
motorbikes, throwing colours in 
the air and shouting ‘Holi hai!’.

Similar celebrations were 
reported from other urban and 
rural pockets of the country. 
Children did what they do best 
- playing pranks by spraying 
coloured water with “pichkaris” 
or water guns and hurling wa-
ter-filled balloons at passers-by 
from rooftops and balconies of 
their houses.

Even politicians and celebri-
ties also did not remain far off 
from the revelry of the day.

President Ram Nath Kovind 
and Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi tweet greeted the coun-
trymen. 

Kovind prayed for peace, 
joy and prosperity in everyone’s 
lives, remarking that “Holi is a 
celebration of harmony in our 
society.

The Prime Minister also 

wished everyone “happy Holi”.
Union Home Minister Ra-

jnath Singh celebrated Holi 
with NSG commandos at his 
residence in New Delhi.

In Srinagar, Border Security 
Force troopers celebrated the 
day with faces smeared with 
colour, dance during at a camp 
Humhama on the outskirts of 
city.

In Punjab, Chief Minister 
Amarinder Singh greeted the 
people with a call for celebrat-
ing the festival with the colours 
of unity, tolerance, brotherhood 
and compassion.

In his message, he exhorted 
the people to celebrate the festi-
val of love in a spirit of harmony, 
coupled with collective prayers 
for prosperity.

In West Bengal, Holi was 
celebrated with mirth and gai-
ety as people participated in 
great numbers and swayed to 
popular beats.

While the Bengali commu-
nity dominated the Dol (spring 
festival similar to Holi) celebra-

tions on Thursday, it was the 
turn of the non-Bengali com-
munities (predominantly Mar-
waris, Gujratis and Biharis) to 
splash colour on one another to 
soak in the Holi spirit on Friday.

West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee took to Twit-
ter to wish the people on the 
occasion.

“Heartiest greetings to all 
on the auspicious occasion of 
Holi. May the colours of peace 
and happiness fill your lives,” 
she said.

Bollywood stars like Am-
itabh Bachchan, Anupam Kher 
and Juhi Chawla sent out Holi 
wishes to their fans, urging 
them to enjoy a safe and happy 
festival of colours.

Abhishek Bachchan, Manoj 
Bajpayee, Divya Dutta, Riteish 
Deshmukh, Rannvijay Singh 
and Taapsee Pannu were among 
those who wished a simple 
“Happy Holi”, some celebrities 
urged their fans to avoid wast-
ing water and asked men to 
behave with women.

The Congress on Thursday said 
the Narendra Modi government 
was harassing senior Congress 
leader P. Chidambaram’s family 
but protecting those who fled 
the country after siphoning off 
Rs 39,000 crore of public money.

The party said the govern-
ment was harassing Congress 
leaders as it was rattled and 
wanted to divert attention from 
the unfolding scams.

A court here on Thursday 
sent in CBI custody former Fi-
nance Minister P. Chidambar-
am’s son Karti till March 6 in the 
INX Media alleged bribery case.

“Chidambaram ji’s family is 
being harassed to protect the 
government from the unfold-
ing scams (bank fraud cases) as 
they are getting rattled with each 

passing day.
“We had mentioned earlier 

too that we have total faith in the 
legal process and ultimately the 
court will declare them inno-
cent,” said Congress spokesper-
son Randeep Singh Surjewala.

“The question is -- a person 
is cooperating in the probe by 
appearing before the CBI regu-
larly and you arrest him in an 
11-year-old case of Rs 10 lakh 
consultancy fee. We have peo-
ple who have fled the country 
after siphoning off Rs 39,000 
crore.

“... the 3Ms -- Mehul, (Nirav) 
Modi and (Jatin) Mehta -- you 
are protecting them. What kind 
of justice is this (Prime Minister 
Narendra) Modi ji? The country 
wants to know.”

Hyderabad, Mar. 2 (IANS):  In a major setback 
to the banned Communist Party of India 
(Maoist), at least 12 guerrillas were killed in a 
gunfight with police in Telangana’s Jayashankar 
Bhupalapally district on Friday.

A police constable also lost his life, police 
said and three personnel of the elite Grey-
hounds anti-Maoist force were injured.

The exchange of fire occurred in the forests 
near Venkatapuram village on Telangana-
Chhattisgarh border in the early hours of Friday.

The Maoists received the big jolt in the joint 
operation by the police of the two states in 
Tadapalagutta-Pujarikamkedu region on the 
inter-state border.

The incident occurred when police, includ-
ing Greyhounds personnel, launched combing 
operations in the forests following tip-off about 
the presence of Maoists.

They surrounded the guerrillas and asked 
them to surrender. However, the Maoists 
opened fire, forcing the police to retaliate. Some 
Maoists escaped deep in the forest.

Additional forces were rushed to the area to 
launch the combing operations. Senior police 
officers, including Jayashankar Bhupalapally 
district Superintendent of Police R. Bhaskaran, 
also rushed to the scene.

Some top leaders of the Communist Party 
of India (Maoist) including the banned outfit’s 
Telangana Secretary Haribhushan alias Ja-
gan and another key leader Chukka Rao were 
suspected to be among the slain Maoists. The 
dead include six women cadre of the outfit. 
Haribhushan’s wife Samakka was also killed in 
the encounter.

Haribhushan had been heading the outfit 
since formation of Telangana State and he was 
carrying a reward of Rs 30 lakh on his head. Ac-
cording to police, he was an accused in at least 
50 cases.

Sushil Kumar, a constable of Greyhounds 
was also killed in the gun battle. Three other 
police personnel were injured and they were 
airlifted to Bhadrachalam town. The bodies 
of Maoists were also shifted to the town for 
autopsy.

Five guns, including one AK-47 rifle, a scan-
ner, a laptop and Rs 41,000 cash were recovered 
from the scene.

The CPI (Maoist) received the setback when 
it was trying to revive its activities in its former 
stronghold of north Telangana.

During last few weeks, there were reports 
about the presence of Maoists in the old 
Warangal and Khammam districts. Police said 
many had crossed over from neighbouring 
Chhattisgarh and were indulging in extortion 
and other illegal activities.

In December last year, eight Maoists of 
Chandrapulla Reddy Poru Bata, a splinter 
group of old People’s War, were gunned down 
by police in Bhadradri Kothagudem district.

This was the first major incident since for-
mation of Telangana State in 2014.

The Maoist movement had considerably 
weakened in the undivided Andhra Pradesh 
since 2005 when the police launched massive 
operations and eliminated several top leaders 
following the collapse of the ceasefire and first-
ever talks between then state government and 
the Maoists.

Thiruvananthapuram, Mar. 2 (IANS): The former 
church sexton who stabbed a 52-year-old Catholic priest 
to death on Thursday in Kerala’s Ernakulam district was 
arrested from a forest on Friday afternoon, police said.

Priest Xavier Thelekkat, a native of Kochi, was at-
tached to the Angamaly diocese of the Syro-Malabar 
Catholic Church and was the rector of the Kuruishmala 
Church. He was attacked and killed by his former sexton, 
Jomy, an officer of the church who looked after the main-
tenance of its buildings and the graveyard.

On Thursday, when the priest was coming down the 
hill as part of the Kuruishmala pilgrimage, Jomy stabbed 
the priest several times and fled to the forest.

The police with the help of locals had launched a 
search into the forest and on Friday afternoon, a visibly 
tired Jomy was spotted in the forests. He was taken into 
the police custody.

The accused will be interrogated and produced be-
fore a magistrate on Friday or Saturday.

According to sources, Thelekat had fired Jomy three 
months ago. Jomy had approached Thelekat a few times 
thereafter, requesting to be reinstated. However, the 
priest was not keen to take him back.

Patna, Mar. 2 (IANS): A day after BJP leader Manoj Baitha 
surrendered, a local court here sent him to judicial cus-
tody for 14 days on Thursday. “After being produced in 
a local court here, Manoj Baitha was sent to jail,” said 
a police official.  Baitha, who was absconding after his 
vehicle was allegedly involved in an accident that killed 
nine school children on Saturday in Muzaffarpur, sur-
rendered before the police on Wednesday.

Baitha was shifted to Patna Medical College and 
Hospital (PMCH) for treatment of his injuries sustained 
in the accident. The BJP had suspended Baitha from 
the party for six years following the opposition’s hue 
and cry over the issue.  Early this week the RJD had also 
threatened to launch a protest in the state if the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) leader was not arrested. 

The police said that Baitha was in the vehicle at the 
time of the accident, but he along with his driver fled and 
went into hiding.  A FIR was lodged on Monday against 
Baitha on the statement of Mohammad Ansari, whose 
five grandchildren were killed in the accident.  The ac-
cident occurred near Dharampur School on NH 77 on 
Saturday when a SUV hit the children while they were 
crossing the road. 

Puducherry, Mar. 2 (PTI): The Pu-
ducherry government has urged 
the Centre to raise the financial 
allocations for the Union Territory 
to implement various schemes 
under the ICAR (Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research).

A release from the office of Ag-
riculture and Education Minister 
R Kamalakannan today stated this 
today.

It said he brought to the Union 
Agriculture and Farmers` Welfare 
Minister Radha Mohan Singh the 
need to raise the allocations for 
Puducherry while participating 
in the 89th meeting of the ICAR in 
Delhi recently.

The release did not elaborate 
on details of hike in allocations, 
but stated that the Centre should 
raise the sanction of funds for im-

plementing various ICAR schemes 
in Puducherry.

Kamalakannan also requested 
that the 44 farmers in Thalatheru 
block in Karaikal, who were left 
out of the crop insurance scheme, 
be covered and Rs 20 lakh needed 
to extend benefit of the insur-
ance scheme to the farmers be 
earmarked.

He also requested the Railway 
Ministry during his recent visit to 
the capital, to expedite implemen-
tation of the Rs 140 crore broad 
gauge track between Karaikal and 
Peralam.

Kamalakannan, hailing from 
Karaikal, also requested Union Ru-
ral Development Minister Naren-
dra Singh Tomar to sanction a unit 
of DRDA for Karaikal region, the 
release said.

New Delhi, Mar. 2 (IANS): Re-
sponding to a newspaper report 
that cited a Union government 
advisory asking central and state 
government functionaries and 
leaders to stay away from the 
Dalai Lama-led “Thank You India” 
campaign, the External Affairs 
Ministry (MEA) on Friday said 
that Indias position on the Ti-
betan leader is “unchanged”.

“The government of India’s 
position on His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama is clear and consistent. He 
is a revered religious leader and 
is deeply respected by the people 
of India,” MEA Spokesperson 
Raveesh Kumar said. 

“There is no change in that po-
sition. His Holiness is accorded all 
freedom to carry out his religious 
activities in India,” he added. 
However, the MEA steered clear 
of commenting on the advisory 

sent out by the Cabinet Secretary 
P.K. Sinha on February 26 at the 
Foreign Secretary’s behest -- as 
reported by daily Indian Express 
on Friday -- in which he has told 
“senior leaders” and “government 
functionaries” of the Centre and 
states that it was “not desirable” 
to participate in the events of the 
Tibetan leadership in exile.

The Tibetan “government-
in-exile” has planned a series of 
events in March-end and early 
April to commemorate 60 years 
of the Dalai Lama’s arrival in In-
dia in 1959 to escape the Chinese 
persecution. 

The Cabinet Secretary’s di-
rective refers to a note sent by 
Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale 
sent on February 22 - just ahead 
of Gokhale’s visit to Beijing - in 
which he had requested Sinha 
to issue a “classified circular ad-

visory advising all Ministries/
Departments of Government of 
India as well as sate governments 
not to accept any invitation or 
to participate in the proposed 
events”.

The move is being seen as 
India’s attempt to mend ties with 
Beijing which sharply deterio-
rated after the Dalai Lama’s visit to 
Arunachal Pradesh in April (from 
April 4-12) last year.

China first stopped sharing 
upstream data on Brahmaputra 
from mid-May last year and then 
the standoff in Doklam started 
around mid-June which could 
be resolved only two-and-half 
months later in August.

Although the Dalai Lama is 
widely revered in India as a great 
spiritual Buddhist leader, China 
sees him as a “dangerous sepa-
ratist”. 

New Delhi, Mar. 2 (IANS): A spe-
cial court on Thursday gave the 
CBI custody of Karti Chidambar-
am, son of Congress leader P. 
Chidambaram, for questioning till 
March 6 in the INX Media alleged 
bribery case, saying the matter is 
at an initial and very crucial stage 
that requires further investigation.

CBI Judge Sunil Rana gave the 
order after three hours of heated 
arguments between Karti’s law-
yer and the CBI counsel, who 
pleaded for 14 days custody, say-
ing he needed to be questioned 
thoroughly in “a serious finance 
corruption case” which is not a 
political witch hunt or vendetta.

“In view of the submissions 
made and the fact that the matter 
is at the initial stage of investiga-
tion, which is a very crucial stage 
and further as per the case diary 
and day-to-day report of the in-
vestigation, the claim of the CBI is 
based on the ground that there is 
a prima facie material showing the 
involvement of the accused and it 
requires further investigation,” the 
judge said in his nine-page order.

“In view of the facts and cir-
cumstances of the case, I am of the 
view that the police custody of the 
accused is necessary to confront 
the accused with documents, 
co-accused and to unearth the 
larger conspiracy and role of other 
accused persons involved in this 
case.” Hence, the Judge said, it 
would be appropriate to grant 
further custody to the CBI of Karti 
for five days.

The investigating officer was 
asked to get the accused medically 
examined every 24 hours during 
the custody and Karti would be 
at liberty to seek the assistance 
of his counsel during the remand 
period.

Earlier, the prosecution con-
tended that INX Media had re-
ceived foreign investment to the 
tune of 26 per cent, including FDI, 
and in pursuance of criminal con-
spiracy it again approached the 
FIPB unit of the Finance Ministry 
and sought permission for the 
downstream investment.

“It is further submitted that 
such deceitful and fallacious pro-
posal was favourably considered 
by the officials of the Ministry 
of Finance and was approved 
by the then Finance Minister 
(P. Chidambaram),” the Judge 
said, recalling the prosecution 
arguments. The Judge disallowed 
Karti’s plea for home-cooked food 
but directed that he could be al-
lowed medicines.

The INX Media had also re-
ceived foreign investment of Rs 
300 crore from August 22, 2007 
to May 12, 2008 -- which was 
in excess equivalent to Rs 300.7 
crore. It was received from three 
Mauritius-based foreign investors.

Appearing for the agency be-
fore the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) court, Additional 
Solicitor General (ASG) Tushar 
Mehta said Karti, who was arrested 
on Wednesday and sent to one 
day CBI remand, spent the whole 
night in the cardiac care unit of 
Safdarjung Hospital and came to 
the CBI only in the morning.

“He was only questioned for 
a few hours. It is amazing that 
despite no history of cardiac prob-
lem, doctors advised him to be in 
the CCU,” Mehta said.

He said one-day custody was 
not enough to question him and 
the CBI needed 14 days to inter-
rogate Karti. 

Mehta said investigation was 
at a crucial stage and custody 

remand of Karti was required to 
confront him with documents, co-
accused and the trail of proceeds 
of crime as he was the ultimate 
beneficiary and the prime con-
spirator in monetary transaction 
involving huge sum of money.

The prosecutor accused Karti 
and his father, who was then Fi-
nance Minister in 2008, connived 
with each other to get Foreign 
Investment Promotional Board 
(FIPB) clearance for the INX Me-
dia, headed by murder accused 
Peter and Indrani Mukherjea, 
which was earlier accused of seri-
ous violations in receiving over-
seas funds. 

The prosecution said Karti 
needed to be confronted with 
other accused, including his Char-
tered Accountant Bhaskar Raman, 
who is already in custody, and 
suspects in the case. There was 
need to travel to several cities for 
which 14 days custody would be 
required, he said.

He said Advantage Strategic 
Consultants, which is linked to 
alleged illegal payments, was vir-
tually owned and controlled by 
Chess Management in which Karti 
is said to have stakes.

In her statement to a mag-
istrate under Section 164 of the 
CrPC, Indrani Mukherjea said she 
along with her husband had trav-
elled to a hotel in Delhi where they 
had met Karti. 

Mehta said the hotel stay and 
travel details of the Mukherjeas 
were available with the CBI. 

He said the Enforcement Di-
rectorate had recovered a hard 
disk in which it found four in-
voices relating to the alleged pay-
ments. He said there was evidence 
of money shared at various foreign 
locations on 33 occasions.

Modi government harassing Chidambaram’s 
family, protecting corrupt — Congress

Church sexton who killed 
Kerala priest nabbed

BJP leader sent to 14 
days judicial custody

12 Maoists, one 
policeman killed in 
Telangana gunfight

India says its position on Dalai Lama unchanged Govt. urges Centre to raise fund 
allocation for ICAR schemes

Court gives CBI Karti’s custody for questioning till Mar. 6

Artists dressed as Lord Krishna and Radha pose for a photograph as foreign tourists throw flower petals 
and coloured powder during Holi celebration at Kalakriti in Agra on Friday. 

 Revelers smear colour in the air as they joyfully dance during the ‘Holi’ festival celebration, at Gouriya 
Math, Nabadwip of Nadia District, West Bengal on Friday. 

PTI PTI

Opposing the CBI plea, Karti’s 
lawyer Abhishek Singhvi said the 
agency had questioned him for 
22 hours on August 23 and 28 and 
no summons were issued to him 
after that. “Logical inference is that 
you (the CBI) have nothing to ask. 
That’s why you did not issue any 
summon for the last six months,” 
Singhvi said in the court.

He challenged the CBI plea on 
three grounds saying there was no 
flight risk, Karti was cooperating in 
the investigation and there was no 
threat of tampering with evidence.

“The whole issue of arrest is 
motivated and illegal and not jus-
tified. Non-cooperation does not 
mean that he replies to the agency 
in the way they want him to.”

“All the four invoices (pay-

ments) referred to, Karti was nei-
ther a shareholder nor a director 
nor connected with any of them. 
In two of them, there was no re-
mittance, no receipt of money was 
found. With the other two invoices 
also, he had nothing to do,” Sing-
hvi contended. “How this bribe 
money travelled to these compa-
nies is a billion dollar question that 
the CBI should explain.” 

He also argued that how a son 
could get paid for FIPB clearance 
through his father who had him-
self ordered a serious fraud inves-
tigation into the matter. He alleged 
that Indrani Mukherjea made the 
confession under the compulsion 
of the CBI as she is in its custody 
in the case of the brutal murder of 
her own daughter.
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Governor PB Acharya and his wife Kavita Acharya lighting the lamp on 
the occasion of Holi Milan at Kohima on March 2.

EM Images

Members of the Vira Lozi of Tsütuonuomia khel of Kohima village during their 25 years anniversary celebration at Sarüyo in Kohima on March 2. EM Images

The deputy commandant of the 7th NAP at Bhandari, Mhalo Lotha, and faculty of the BSM at the inauguration of the music school in Wokha 
on Mar. 2.

EM Images

People stand in queue before casting their votes in Samziuram village on March 2.

Governor urges Hindu community 
to stand against sectarianism

Kohima peer group celebrates silver jubilee

NRMS teachers threaten with protest 

Pughoboto set to count votes 

New music school inaugurated in Wokha AR nabs 
suspected NSCN 
(IM) cadre 

Samziuram re-poll ends peacefully

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Mar. 2 (EMN): 
The governor of Na-
galand has urged the 
Hindu community with 
building a ‘new India’ 
which he said would be 
‘prosperous, strong and 
free of communalism, 
“casteism” and terrorism 
in line with the demo-
cratic ethos of India. 

The Hindu commu-
nity of Kohima celebrated 
Holi, also ‘festival of col-
ours,’ at the Gorkha Pub-
lic Panchayat complex at 
Chandmari in Kohima 
on Fri. morning.  There 
the members engaged in 
the tradition of smearing 
coloured powder on one 
another.

Addressing the pro-
gramme, which was or-
ganised by the Hindu 
Samaj of Kohima, the 
governor of Nagaland 
PB Acharya said unity in 
diversity was a peculiar-
ity of India, a democratic 
and secular country that 
respect the diversity of 
its people. The colour-
ful festival strengthens 
fraternity and ‘together-

K-1580 

“It is vital that you strive to be remembered not merely for what you
 have done but for who you are, for good character is the true
 measure of a well lived life.”

In man’s sight, 10 years seems too long
it however feels like yesterday
that you were here with us.
Teaching love, wisdom, grace, kindness
 and living it as you did.
 You showed us what it meant to be Christ-like.

The test of times has not weakened,
Nor has memory betrayed us of all that you were, 
We miss you and remember you everyday

-Family-

VIZOL ON HIS 
10TH DEATH ANNIVERSARY

ness’ among the people 
and spreads peace and 
prosperity in the society, 
Acharya said. He urged 
the Hindu community 
in Nagaland to work for 
unity and development 
of the entire state. The 
prosperity of Nagaland 
will ‘surely reflect in the 
prosperity of the nation,’ 
he said. 

The governor talked 
about the significance 
of ‘building a new India’ 
which he said would be 
‘prosperous, strong and 
free of communalism, 
“casteism” and terror-
ism. He asserted that one 
should be proud to be 
known and called an In-
dian. 

Highlighting the sig-
nificance of Holi, VK Jha 
said Holi signifies the vic-
tory of good over evil, and 
to ‘ forgive and forget’ and 
mend broken relation-
ships. 

On the joyous occa-
sion, he emphasised that 
the vices of terrorism, 
naxalism and fundamen-
talism –divisive forces 
of society—should be 

discouraged by one and 
all. Jha called upon fel-
lowmen to consider the 
festival the beginning of 
a new life for them ‘with 
new colours and new 
thinking for the better-
ment of the state and the 
nation as a whole.’ 

The programme saw 
also the attendance of 
Nagaland’s Director Gen-
eral of Police Rupin Shar-
ma, and additional Prin-
cipal Chief Conservator 
of Forest Ved Pal Singh, 
among others.

Earlier in the day, PB 
Acharya and wife Kavita 
Acharya celebrated the 
festival with the officers 
and staff of the Raj Bha-
van secretariat and their 
families at the Raj Bhavan 
in Kohima. 

The governor and his 
wife greeted them and 
had breakfast with all 
those assembled for the 
occasion. They interacted 
with the children, fami-
lies and staff and took 
pictures with them. They 
wished the staff and their 
families’ good health and 
happiness in the future. 

Dimapur, Mar. 2 (EMN): The Nagaland 
RMSA Teachers’ Association (NRMSA-
TA- 2016) has threatened the authorities 
with resorting to protests if the Naga-
land government fails to release pending 
four-month salary.

Alleging that the state’s government 
has received funds from the ministry of 
Human Resource Development, the as-
sociation has questioned the rationale 
behind the delay in the authorities re-
leasing their salary. 

The association, in a joint press re-
lease issued by its president Vinoto Achu-
mi and the general secretary Kezhothito 
Keyho claimed that the teachers have 
not been paid for four months since No-
vember. 

Stating to have ‘exhausted knock-

ing on every door,’ the association 
has questioned the credibility of the 
officials who have allegedly still not 
processed the ‘file.’ The association 
also lamented that the teachers were 
doing election duties ‘with an empty 
pocket’ and that it was impossible to 
continue service after ‘exhausting all 
the resources.’

The association also questioned the 
authorities as to why the teachers have 
had to ‘go around knocking on every 
door requesting to get paid for which 
they have worked tirelessly.’

Irked by the alleged poor response 
from the state government, the associa-
tion has threatened the authorities with 
resorting to protests if their salary is not 
released at the earliest.

Dimapur, Mar. 2 (EMN): 
The extra additional 
commissioner of Pugh-
oboto Nuhuta Tunyi has 
informed that counting 
of votes for 13th Pugh-
oboto assembly constit-
uency (AC) would be on 
Mar. 3 from 8:00 am. 

The officer informed 
that strong rooms hous-
ing all the 33 polled Elec-

tronic Voting Machines 
and the Voter Verifiable 
Paper Audit Trail ma-
chines, postal ballots 
etc., would be opened at 
7:45 a.m. in the presence 
of the general observer 
for Pughoboto AC. 

The establishment 
informed contesting 
candidates to send their 
respective representa-

tive for the opening of 
the strong room at 7:45 
a.m. The officer added 
further that the strong 
rooms would be opened 
in accordance with stip-
ulated rules of the Elec-
tion Commission of In-
dia.

A government bul-
letin has stated in its re-
port on March 2.

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Mar. 2 (EMN):  Envisaged 
to be a place for music lovers, a 
new school called ‘Bravo School 
of Music’ (BSM) in Wokha was in-
augurated on Mar. 2 at Wotho Ki 
in Wokha village. 

Mhalo Lotha, deputy com-
mandant of the 7th NAP at 
Bhandari was the chief guest of 
the event.

Speaking at the programme, 
Lotha hoped that the school 
would be a torch bearer for youth 
of the district toward advancing 
‘ministry through music’ and to 
produce talented musicians at 
par with the best musicians in 
the world.

The chief guest expressed 
hope that the institution would 

go a long way and inspire upcom-
ing musicians professionally.

Jenibemo Kithan, LBES youth 
secretary,  spoke from the Word 
of God during the occasion; Rev. 
R Lotha, pastor of Tsungiki Bap-
tist Church (TBC) said the invo-
cation. 

R David Ngullie, managing 
director of the school, delivered 
the welcome address; R Wonjano 
Ngullie, faculty member, sang a 
song; T Mhao Kikon, associate 
pastor of TBC pronounced the 
benediction. Ovungbemo Ngul-
lie presided over the inaugural 
function.

BSM is located at Wothok Ki 
near the police point in Wokha 
town. Its faculty members in-
clude R David as managing di-

rector, R Wonjano Ngullie as 
vocal and theory ‘mentor’; Al-
bert Shitiri as the violin ‘men-
tor,’ Thungjam Ngullie as piano 
‘mentor,’ Yanithung Enni as 
drums and guitars ‘mentor,’ and 
R Thungjamo Ngullie as visiting 
vocal teacher.

The courses offered at the 
BSM include voice, piano, gui-
tars, drums, violin, and funda-
mentals of music theory. It will 
offer its students the opportu-
nity to sit for examinations un-
der the Associated Board of the 
Royal School of Music of Lon-
don, Trinity College of Music, 
London, and the Rock School 
of  London. The school is set to 
start classes by the third week of 
March. 

Dimapur, Mar. 2 (EMN): 
The Kiphire battalion of the 
Assam Rifles along with the 
Nagaland police personnel 
nabbed one person, sus-
pected to be a cadre of the 
NSCN (IM), who was said 
to be in possession of arms 
and ammunitions, on Mar. 
1 from Phuvkiu- Pungro 
road in Kiphire district.

The accused was arrest-
ed by the combined team 
which had set up a mobile 
check post to curb smug-
gling of arms within the 
area, it was informed. The 
Assam Rifles issued a press 
release informing about the 
case. 

During search, it was 
informed, the team appre-
hended the individual in 
possession of illegal arms 
and ammunition along 
with one country-made 
.22 mm pistol, a magazine, 
16 live rounds, two mobile 
phones and a motor cycle 
(Yamaha; registered as NL 
01E 2504).

The apprehended in-
dividual was identified 
as self-styled ‘Rajapeya’ 
Tomomusu Yimchunger 
(55) of Phuvkiu village in 
Kiphire district. The ac-
cused was suspected to be 
a member of NSCN (IM), it 
was informed. 

The Assam Rifles stated 
in the press release that 
the accused along with 
the recovered items were 
handed over to Pungro Po-
lice Station for further in-
vestigation.     

Dimapur, Mar. 2 (EMN): 
The re-polling in Samzi-
uram ‘A’ sector at 7th 
Peren assembly con-

stituency has concluded 
peacefully.  According to 
official reports, 71.70% 
of voters turned out to 

cast their vote. A gov-
ernment bulletin has 
stated this in its report 
on March 2.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Mar. 2 (EMN): A com-
munity peer group, the Vira Lozi 
(14) of Tsütuonuomia khel (T 
khel) of Kohima village celebrat-
ed its 25th years of its existence 
by dedicating a “Chapru” (resting 
shed) at Sarüyo along the Kohi-
ma Science College road on Mar. 

2 in Kohima. 
Altogether 108 members are 

said to be registered with peli-
14, which was formed in the year 
1993. Peli (peer group) is preva-
lent in Kohima and Phek district. 

The chief guest of the event, 
Thepfuvilie Suohu, chairman of 
T Khel council, told the gathering 

that the Chapru was necessitated 
‘on the ground of safeguard-
ing the virgin forest.’ He advised 
them not to ‘invite unhealthy at-
titude’ concerning the environ-
ment. He was hopeful that the 
resting shed would not only bring 
relief to the people but also help 
in protecting and preserving the 

area’s natural resources. 
Welcoming the public to vis-

it the spot, he hoped that they 
would adhere to the rules and 
regulation framed by peli-14. He 
called upon the youth to incul-
cate work culture to keep alive 
the Naga people’s traditional 
practices. 



4 REGION
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Saturday, March 3, 2018

Agartala/Shillong/Kohima, March 2 
(IANS): Counting of votes cast in the 
assembly elections in three north-
eastern states of Tripura, Meghalaya 
and Nagaland will be taken up on 
Saturday.

Polling was held for 59 of 60 as-
sembly seats in each of the three 
states for different reasons. The 
counting will begin at 8 a.m. and re-
sults are expected by the afternoon. 
Tripura went to the polls on Febru-
ary 18 while elections in Meghalya 
and Nagaland were held on Febru-
ary 27.

In Tripura, two exit polls have 
suggested the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) dethroning the Communist 
Party of India-Marxist (CPI-M)-led 
government that has had an uninter-
rupted run since 1993.

Ahead of Saturday’s counting, 
both the CPI-M and the BJP claimed 
that they will form the next govern-
ment in the state.

CPI-M Tripura State Secretary 
Bijan Dhar said the Left parties were 
“more than confident” of forming 
the next government. BJP state Presi-
dent Biplab Kumar Deb said that 
people of Tripura wanted change 
and “strongly wished for a BJP gov-
ernment” in the state.

The party had contested 50 seats 
in the last assembly polls in 2013 
and its candidates forfeited their 
deposits on 49 seats. With 1.87 per 
cent of votes, it failed to win any 
seat. The CPI-M had won 49 of the 55 
seats it contested while the Congress 
managed to win 10 out of 48 seats it 
contested.

Despite large-scale snags in 
EVMs and VVPATs (Voter Verifiable 
Paper Audit Trail) over 92 per cent 
(excluding 50,770 postal ballots) of 
Tripura’s 2,536,589 voters cast their 
votes in peaceful election.

Balloting in the Charilam (re-
served for the tribals) has been de-
ferred to March 12 after the death of 
a CPI-M candidate.

JanKiBaat-NewsX Exit poll had 
predicted that the BJP-IPFT alliance 
in Tripura would win 35-45 seats 
with a vote share of 51 per cent while 
that by AxisMyIndia had predicted 
that the alliance will get 44 to 50 seats 
with a vote share of 49 per cent.

A total of 292 candidates, includ-
ing 23 women and many independ-
ents, are in the fray in the state.

The ruling CPI-M has fielded 56 

candidates, leaving one seat each to 
its Left Front partners -- the Com-
munist Party of India, Forward Bloc 
and Revolutionary Socialist Party.

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
is contesting in 50 seats and left nine 
seats for its ally, the Indigenous Peo-
ple’s Front of Tripura (IPFT).

The Congress fielded candi-
dates for all 59 constituencies but 
one of its candidates withdrew his 
nomination and joined the BJP. The 
Trinamool Congress has fielded 24 
candidates.

In Meghalaya, which saw around 
84 per cent voting, the contest in-
volves the ruling Congress, BJP, Na-
tional People’s Party (NPP) and the 
newly floated People’s Democratic 
Front.

Polling in Williamnagar constitu-

ency of the state was countermand-
ed following the death of Nationalist 
Congress Party candidate in an IED 
blast. 

The CVoter exit poll has pre-
dicted the ruling Congress suffering 
some setback with its tally coming 
down to 13-19 from 29 while the BJP 
is set to win 4-8 seats and around 
16.5 per cent of vote share. It said the 
local National People’s Party (NPP) 
may get 17-23 seats.

In 2013, the BJP had badly lost 
all 13 seats it contested with a vote 
share of 6.2 per cent. The NPP had 
won only two seats out of 32 it con-
tested.

In Nagaland, the BJP is contest-
ing the polls in alliance with the 
newly-floated Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party (NDPP) and 

the two are contesting 20 and 40 
seats respectively.

The CVoter survey has predicted 
a victory for the BJP-NDPP with the 
combine likely to get 25-31 seats 
with 38.4 per cent vote share.

It predicted that the ruling Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) will bag 19-25 
seats with a vote share of 27.1 per 
cent. NPF had won 38 seats and 
47.65 vote share in 2013 elections.

This time around, the Congress 
tally may come down to 0-4 seats, 
according to Cvoter survey. 

The voting in the state was held 
in 59 of the total 60 constituencies 
as three-time Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio of the Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDDP) has been 
declared elected unopposed from 
Northern Angami-II constituency.

Agartala, March 2 (IANS): Both the ruling 
CPI-M-led Left Front and the opposition 
BJP sounded optimistic about forming 
the next government in Tripura as of-
ficials prepared for Saturday’s counting 
of votes cast in the February 18 assembly 
elections.

Communist Party of India-Marxist 
(CPI-M) Tripura State Secretary Bijan 
Dhar said the Left parties were “overcon-
fident” of forming the next state govern-
ment.

“There is no doubt that the eighth 
Left Front government would be formed 
after the counting of votes on Saturday. 
People of Tripura voted for the Left par-
ties on February 18 for peace and steady 
development in the state,” said Dhar, also 
a CPI-M central committee member.

“Bharatiya Janata Party’s juggernaut 
would be stopped in Tripura elections. 
Victory of Left parties in Tripura would 
also boost the anti-BJP alliance in the 
Indian politics,” added Dhar, also the con-
vener of the Left Front, comprising four 
Left parties -- Communist Party of India, 
Forward Bloc and Revolutionary Socialist 
Party besides CPI-M.

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) Tripura 
unit President Biplab Kumar Deb said: 
“People want change. People strongly 
wish for a BJP government in Tripura. It 
is certain that the BJP will form the next 
government in Tripura.”

“During the election campaign, we 
have witnessed that the people become 
fanatic to become free from the misrule 
of the Left government,” a confident Deb 
said.

Despite large-scale snags in VVPATs 
(Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trails) and 
EVMs (Electronic Voting Machines), over 
92 per cent (excluding 50,770 postal bal-
lots) of Tripura’s 2,536,589 voters cast their 
votes in February 18 peaceful elections in 
59 of the 60 Assembly seats, setting a new 
record in the electoral history of India.

Balloting in the Charilam (reserved for 
the tribals) has been deferred to March 12 
after the death of a CPI-M candidate.

In the 2013 and 2008 Assembly polls, 
Tripura registered 92 per cent and 91 per 
cent voting respectively.

In India’s 65-year-old electoral his-
tory, the CPI-M has never before come in 
direct electoral battle with the BJP.

Tripura became a full-fledged state 
in January 1972 along with Meghalaya 
and Manipur. The CPI-M dominated 
Left Front has been in power since 1978, 
except for 11 years (1972-1977 and 1988-

1993) when the Congress and a breaka-
way faction led by five Chief Ministers 
were at the helm in the state.

During 1988-1993, the Congress in al-
liance with the tribal party Tripura Upajati 
Juba Samity, ruled the state.

The CPI-M led Left Front has ruled the 
northeastern state since 1993 under Chief 
Ministers Dasaratha Deb (1993-1998) and 
Manik Sarkar (1998-2018).

The Congress, which fought Assembly 
elections in alliance with the tribal party 
since 1983, entered the poll battle alone 
this time.

The BJP previously fought elections 
alone but has since aligned with the IPFT, 
which since 2009 has been agitating for a 
separate state comprising areas under the 
Tripura Tribal Areas Autonomous District 
Council.

The separate state demand has been 
rejected by all political parties.

A total of 292 candidates, including 
23 women and many independents, are 
in the fray.

The ruling CPI-M has fielded 56 can-
didates, leaving one seat each to its Left 
Front partners -- the Communist Party 
of India, Forward Bloc and Revolutionary 
Socialist Party.

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is 
contesting in 50 seats and left nine seats 
for its ally, the Indigenous People’s Front 
of Tripura (IPFT).

The Congress fielded candidates for 
all 59 constituencies. However, its of-
ficial nominee, Sukumar Chandra Das 
in Kakraban-Shalgarha Assembly seat 
(Scheduled Caste reserved seat), with-
drew his nomination and joined the BJP.

The Trinamool Congress has fielded 
24 candidates.

Of 60 seats, 20 are reserved for tribals 
and 10 for Scheduled Caste.

Additional Chief Electoral Officer 
Tapas Roy told IANS that 59 counting 
halls would be set up 20 locations across 
Tripura to count votes simultaneously of 
all the 59 assembly constituencies.

He said that metal detectors and six 
CCTVs in each counting hall would be in-
stalled while videography would be done 
to record the entire counting process. 
First the postal ballot would be counted 
and the votes of EVMs. 

Prohibitory orders 144 Cr Pc has 
been promulgated in and around the 
all 20 counting places as precautionary 
measures. The Election Commission has 
appointed 27 general observers to oversee 
the counting process.

Agartala, March 2 (IANS): 
Tripura Fisheries and 
Cooperative Minister 
Khagendra Jamatia died 
at the AIIMS in New Delhi 
on Friday following a brief 
illness. He was 64.

Tripura Assembly Dep-
uty Speaker Pabitra Kar 
said Jamatia was suffer-
ing from cancer and the 
disease was detected few 
days ago when he was 
shifted to the All India In-
stitute of Medical Sciences 
earlier this week.

The tribal leader is sur-
vived by his wife, two sons 
and a daughter.

“Jamatia’s body would 

be brought back here on 
Sunday for funeral,” Kar 
told IANS.

Jamatia, as Commu-
nist Party of India-Marxist 
(CPI-M) nominee, was 
elected to the state as-
sembly six times from 
Krishnapur (reserved for 
the tribals) assembly con-
stituency in western Tripu-
ra’s Khowai district and 
also seeking re-election 
from the same constitu-
ency in the February 18 
polls.

Chief Minister Manik 
Sarkar and the CPI-M have 
condoled the death.

A week before the Feb-

ruary 18 assembly polls, 
ruling CPI-M nominee 
for Charilam (Scheduled 
Tribe reserve) seat Ram-
endra Narayan Debbarma 
died at the Gobinda Ballav 
Panth Medical College and 
Hospital here on February 
11 following a massive 
cardiac attack.

The countermanded 
polls in Charilam As-
sembly constituency in 
western Tripura’s Sepahi-
jala district will be held on 
March 12.

The CPI-M had to field 
Nimal Biswas as its can-
didate in Khowai seat in 
western Tripura in place 

of the party’s original can-
didate and sitting MLA 
Biswajit Datta after the 
latter was hospitalised due 
to serious illness few days 
before the filling of nomi-
nation papers.

The Tripura People’s 
Party (a tribal based party) 
candidate Harish Reang, 
contesting for Karbook 
(reserve for the tribals) as-
sembly constituency, has 
died here on Saturday.

The 59-year-old tribal 
leader was suffering from 
various diseases for some 
time and he was admitted 
to Gobinda Ballav Panth 
Medical College and Hos-

pital in Agartala after the 
polling. His condition 
was deteriorated and suc-
cumbed to his illness on 
Saturday night.

Besides the death of 
three aspirants, an unu-
sually high number of six 
candidates have fallen ill 
or suffered injuries during 
the run-up to the elec-
tions. 

T h e y  a re  C PI - M ’s 
Biswajit Datta, Jharna Das 
Baidya, Jhumu Sarkar, 
Rita Kar Majumder, For-
ward Bloc’s Biswanath 
Saha and Bharatiya Janata 
Party candidate Surajit 
Datta.

Aizawl, March 2 (PTI): Repa-
triation of over 5,000 Bru fam-
ilies from Tripura is not likely 
to take off as scheduled from 
this month, as the refugees 
rejected a central government 
financial assistance proposal, 
a senior state home depart-
ment official today said.

Officials of the Ministry 
of Home Affairs informed 
the 5,413 refugee families last 
month that each repatriated 
family would be provided 
with a package of Rs 1.30 lakh 
besides Rs 5,000 per family 
per month and free ration for 
two years.

“The Bru people in the 
relief camps rejected the pro-
posals of the MHA during a 
meeting at Naisingpara relief 
camp on February 23. It is un-
likely that the repatriation will 
begin as per schedule,” Mizo-
ram Additional Secretary for 
Home Lalbiakzama told PTI.

A memorandum submit-
ted to the Union Home Min-
ister Rajnath Singh by the Mi-
zoram Bru Displaced People’s 
Forum (MBDPF) in January 
had demanded a provision 

of Rs 15 lakh to each repatri-
ated Bru family. The MBPDF 
had also demanded that all 
the repatriated able-bodied 
youths should be given gov-
ernment jobs.

The ball is now in the 
court of the MHA, he said.

Lalbiakzama said the Mi-
zoram government is fully 
prepared to conduct the re-
patriation from Tripura to 
Mizoram any time.

The repatriation was 
scheduled to begin from the 
first week of March. 

Thousands of Brus are 
lodged in the six relief camps 
since the later part of 1997 fol-
lowing exodus from Mizoram 
due to communal tension 
triggered by the murder of a 
forest official by Bru militants.

Mizoram government of-
ficials who conducted an 
identification in the Tripura 
relief camps from Novem-
ber 2 to November 23, 2016 
had identified 32,857 people 
belonging to 5,413 families 
as bona fide residents of Mi-
zoram, who were eligible for 
repatriation.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, March 2 (EMN): Four persons 
were killed and one seriously injured 
when an oil tanker (NL- O1A-1636) 
collided with an auto rikshaw (AS-
09AC-0842) near Khatkhati Jain man-
dir in Khatkhati police station on Mar. 
1 around 4:00 in the evening.

According to witnesses, the tanker 
was seen moving toward Dimapur 
while the passenger auto rikshaw 

was coming from Dimapur heading 
toward Bokajan.

The deceased were identified as 
Mekri Hansepi (45), Birensing Enghi 
(25) of Paglangso; Pradip Sangma (47) 
of Tinglijan, and Memencha Devi of 
Sarihajan Bazaar in Bokajan. 

The injured person is yet to be 
identified and was reported to have 
been taken to Dimapur for medical 
treatment.

Governor of Meghalaya Ganga Prasad seen being welcomed by Assam Rifle HQ DGAR at Laitkor 
in Shillong.

Poll results for Tripura, Meghalaya, Nagaland today

Both CPI-M, BJP confident 
of forming govt. in Tripura

Tripura minister Khagendra Jamatia dead

Bru repatriation 
unlikely to begin as per 
schedule — Official

Accident kills four persons at Khakhati

Greetings of joy

Mirror Crossword 1750sud0ku 1590
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1749

ACROSS
1. Donkey sounds
6. Killed
10. Smack
14. Spirited vigor or sexual 

attractiveness (slang)
15. A very small amount
16. Capital of American Samoa: ____- 

(repeated)
17. Genus for shad fishes
18. Objective
19. Licorice-flavored seed
20. Inhabitant
22. Lurk in the dark
24. Ship’s records
25. Shot one over par for a hole (golf)
26. Capital of Canada
29. Recovery from disease
30. Khomeini ruled here
31. The pieces that support lintels
37. Speaks with liveliness or rhythm
39. A dance step
40. Long-billed wading bird
41. Advocates of state intervention and 

control
44. Leave out
45. Temporary canvas dwelling
46. Words to music
48. Dross or slag
52. Outer garment
53. Units of light
54. Symbol of the Republican Party
58. Sea eagle
59. Like a rabbit
61. A genus of arctic evergreen trees
62. Wicked or despicable
63. Chieftain
64. A leader of the temple music (Old 

Testament)
65. Orange pekoe and Earl Grey, for 

example
66. Loot or pillage
67. Oceans (poetic) 
DOWN
1. Uncastrated male pig

2. Part portrayed
3. Old Testament prophet
4. City in Michigan
5. An imperfect or delusive 

semblance
6. Affixes a signature
7. Steal during a civil disturbance
8. 7th letter in the Greek 

alphabet
9. _______-Astoria hotel
10. Replacement
11. Tall, thin and ungainly
12. Nimble 13. Assumed a 

particular position
21. Mild oath of surprise

23. Middle-_____
25. Explosively fly apart
26. Lubricates
27. Threesome
28. Skin powder
29. Shoreline
32. State as an opinion
33. White feldspar mineral
34. Flamboyant character on the 

Drew Carey Show
35. Heroic saga
36. Collections
38. Smooth fabric 
42. Attached to collars as a 

means of control

43. Fruit of the blackthorn shrub
47. Talked noisily
48. Frozen rain
49. Bend
50. Legal term: “_____ 

performavit” = a good plea 
in bar

51. Take-up spools
52. Office worker
54. Singer ____ Clapton
55. Dull, sustained pain
56. Low tide
57. Darkens skin
60. Doctors’ group

solutions to suD0ku 1589
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IndiGo flight 
returns to Mumbai 
after engine glitch
Mumbai, Mar. 2 (IANS): 
A Kolkata-bound IndiGo 
flight was forced to turn 
back here following a sus-
pected engine failure on 
Thursday evening.

Confirming the inci-
dent, an IndiGo spokes-
person said the Mumbai-
Kolkata flight 6E-395 
returned to Mumbai 
around 5.45 p.m. “due to 
a technical glitch (oil chip 
in one engine) in the air-
craft”.

All operating proce-
dures were diligently fol-
lowed by the cockpit and 
inflight crew, and there 
were no casualties, the 
spokesperson added.

IndiGo reported the 
matter to the Directorate 
General of  Civil Aviation 
and also initiated its own 
internal inquiry into the 
incident.

All passengers were 
safely deboarded and the 
flight took off  with an 
alternate aircraft at 7.45 
p.m.

Hyundai Motor 
India’s February 
sales up 5.1%
New Delhi, Mar. 2 
(IANS): Hyundai Motor 
India (HMIL) on Thurs-
day reported a rise of  5.1 
per cent in its overall sales 
including exports for Feb-
ruary.

According to the com-
pany, its cumulative sales 
for the period under re-
view grew to 55,422 units 
from 52,734 units sold 
during the corresponding 
period of  last year.

Commenting on the 
February sales Rakesh 
Srivastava, Director -- 
Sales and Marketing, Hy-
undai Motor India said: 
“Hyundai grew by 5.1 
per cent with a volume 
of  44,505 units on strong 
performance of  the newly 
launched modern premi-
um brands New 2018 Elite 
i20, Next Gen Verna along 
with super performer Per-
fect SUV Creta in a grow-
ing market on the strength 
of  stable interest rates and 
fuel prices in a faster grow-
ing economy.”

The company further 
reported that it sold 44,505 
vehicles in the domestic 
market in the last month, 
up by 5.1 per cent, from 
42,327 units sold in Febru-
ary, 2018.

The carmaker export-
ed 10,917 units in Feb-
ruary, as against 10,407 
units, shipped out during 
corresponding month last 
year.

TVS Motor logs 37 
per cent growth in 
February
Chennai, Mar. 2 (IANS): 
Two and three wheeler 
maker TVS Motor Com-
pany Ltd on Thursday said 
it closed last month with a 
37 per cent growth in sales 
volume.

In a statement, the 
company said it sold 
290,673 units (two wheel-
ers 280,942 units, three 
wheelers 9,731 units) last 
month up from 211,470 
units (two wheelers 
206,247 units, three wheel-
ers 5,223 units) sold in 
February 2017.

The company’s total 
exports grew by 53.2 per 
cent from 38,215 units reg-
istered in February 2017 
to 58,564 units in Febru-
ary 2018.

NEWS IN BRIEF Bank union writes to Jaitley 
against privatising PSBs

ArcelorMittal in JV with NSSMC 
for acquiring Essar Steel

Home, car loans to get expensive 
as lending majors hike MCLR

Coal India misses 
production target by 7%

Apple takes top spot in 
global wearables market

Electrical, electronics manufacturers 
bet on exports for growth

Reliance Energy Mumbai customers 
can pay bills at post offices

Canara Bank gets shareholders’ 
nod to raise to INR 4,865 crore

Auto components industry to register 13-15% growth in FY18 — ICRA

New Delhi, Mar. 2 (IANS): 
Criticising the demand 
for privatising state-run 
banks in the wake of 
the Rs 12,600 crore PNB 
fraud, a bank employ-
ees’ body has written to 
Union Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley that such a 
move would be “counter-
productive”.

The Indian National 
Bank Employees Federa-
tion (INBEF), the bank-
ing wing of Congress- af-
filiated Indian National 
Trade Union Congress 
(INTUC), has said in 
the letter that privatis-
ing public sector banks 
(PSBs) would result in 
destroying their huge 
branch network across 
the country.

“Should the PSBs be 
handed over to private 
corporates, it will not 
only be counterproduc-
tive, but also lead to self-
destruction of a well-knit 
huge branch network 
across the length and 
breadth of the country 
that services crores of 
people,” the INBEF said 
in the letter.

The union pointed to 
some gaps in the regula-
tory mechanism in re-

gard to fraud played on 
the Indian banking sys-
tem.

“Besides supervision, 
the Department of Bank-
ing Operations in the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) 
responsible for control-
ling the unwarranted risk 
in high-ticket advances is 
without a head ever since 
the then Deputy Gover-
nor S.S. Mundra retired 
in July 2017,” the union 
said.

“While there is a need 
to look into the perform-
ance of the Bank Boards 
Bureau, the transparency 
about the RBI policies 
during the tenure of then 
Governor Raghuram Ra-
jan is being widely and 
openly compared with 
that of yes-men working 
presently,” it added.

Last week, the Fi-
nance Minister had criti-
cised regulators, as well 
as bank managements 
and auditors, for their 
failure to detect bank 
frauds and said that “pol-
iticians are accountable 
but regulators are not”.

“What are our audi-
tors doing? Both internal 
and external auditors re-
ally have looked the other 
way or failed to detect,” 
Jaitley said at an event 
here, without naming the 
Punjab National Bank 
scam.

Besides PNB, sev-
eral other government-
owned banks, including 
Bank of Baroda, Oriental 
Bank of Commerce and 
Corporation Bank, have 
reported fraud.

According to the bank 

London, Mar. 2 (IANS): The world’s 
leading steel maker, ArcelorMittal, said 
on Friday it has signed a joint venture 
agreement with Nippon Steel & Sumi-
tomo Metal Corporation (NSSMC) on 
its offer to acquire Essar Steel India 
Limited.

The company’s subsidiary, Arcelor-
Mittal India Private Limited (AMIPL), 
had submitted a resolution plan for Es-
sar on February 12, which outlined the 
intention to have NSSMC formally join 
its bid for Essar Steel.

“Should the submitted Resolution 
Plan be selected and formally accepted 
by India’s National Company Law Tri-
bunal, ArcelorMittal and NSSMC would 
jointly acquire and manage Essar Steel,” 
the company said in a statement.

In its resolution plan, AMIPL set out 
a detailed industrial and turnaround 
plan aimed at restoring the debt laden 
steel company’s fortunes, enabling it to 
realise its full potential and participate 
in the anticipated steel demand growth 
in India.

“Partnering with NSSMC for Essar 
Steel was always our intention and adds 
further strength to our offer. Combining 
our experience and expertise creates a 
powerful partnership that has a proven 
track record - our rich history of posi-
tive collaboration dates back more than 
20 years with three joint ventures in the 
US,” company’s Chairman and CEO 
Lakshmi Mittal said.

He also said together they can con-
tribute their knowledge and technol-
ogy to support a rapid turn-around in 
Essar’s performance, enabling it to in-
crease production, enhance its product 
capabilities and make a meaningful 
contribution to the future growth of In-
dia’s manufacturing sector and the de-
velopment of its economy.

ArcelorMittal and NSSMC have op-
erated in Indiana in the US under joint 
venture agreements since 1987.

More recently, in 2014, ArcelorMittal 
partnered with NSSMC on the acquisi-
tion of AM/NS Calvert, a downstream 
finishing facility in Alabama in the US.

union representatives, 
the current argument 
that over 20 PSBs is a 
large number runs con-
trary to the existence of 
21 private sector banks, 
many of which are still on 
the fringes of the Indian 
finance even after re-
maining in operation for 
a considerable number 
of years.

In support of the ar-
gument against privatisa-
tion, analysts point to the 
worldwide experience of 
PSBs repeatedly becom-
ing effective instruments 
to battle financial crises.

The most recent in-
stance of this role played 
by state-run banks comes 
from the 2008 financial 
crisis in the US, which set 
off a global depression, 
when major private com-
mercial and investment 
banks in developed mar-
kets on the verge of going 
bust had to be saved with 
public money.

The list of private 
banks that either failed, 
were distressed, or were 
merged since 2009, runs 
into many pages on the 
website of the US Federal 
Deposit and Insurance 
Corporation.

Mumbai, Mar. 2 (IANS): Lending majors on Thursday 
hiked their Marginal Cost of Funds-based Lending Rate 
(MCLR) by 0.10-to-0.20 per cent, making home and car 
and other loans expensive. Banking majors like SBI, 
PNB and ICICI bank have raised their MCLR. On Febru-
ary 19, Axis Bank had raised its MCLR by 0.10 per cent. 
In addition to the Base Rate system followed by com-
mercial banks, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) intro-
duced the MCLR from April 1, 2016, whereby rates are 
fixed for a one-year period and revised only at the end 
of each year. The central bank introduced the MCLR as 
a system working in tandem with its policy rates, which 
commercial banks have been slow in accepting, prefer-
ring to continue with the Base Rate regime.

In yet another measure to speed up retail transmis-
sion by banks of the central bank’s cuts in lending rate, 
the RBI said earlier this month that it will link the Base 
Rate with the MCLR from the next fiscal.

Since the MCLR is more sensitive to policy rate 
changes, the RBI has decided to harmonise the meth-
odology of determining benchmark rates by linking the 
Base Rate to the MCLR with effect from April 1, 2018, 
the central bank said in a release here following an-
nouncement of the fiscal’s final bi-monthly monetary 
policy review at which it kept its key lending rate un-
changed at 6 per cent.

San Francisco, Mar. 2 
(IANS): With eight mil-
lion shipments in the 
fourth quarter, Apple 
has become leader in the 
global wearables market, 
a report by International 
Data Corporation (IDC) 
Worldwide Quarterly 
Wearable Device Tracker 
has said.

In the fourth quarter, 
Apple shipped eight mil-
lion wearables with a 21 
per cent market share 
and 57.5 per cent year-
over-year growth, the 
report said on Thursday.

According to the re-
port, the fourth quar-
ter of 2017 was the first 
quarter that Apple held 
the market leader po-
sition all to itself after 
spending several quar-
ters close behind Fitbit 
or Xiaomi. 

Apple is catching the 

market at the right time 
with many users of basic 
wearables moving on to 
smartwatches and cel-
lular connectivity (avail-
able on select Series 3 
Watches) is earning a 
warm reception among 
end users, the report said.

The late-year push of 
eight million units sepa-
rated Apple from the 
competition to emerge 
as the overall leader of 
the wearables market 
for the year, the report 
added.

“User tastes have 
become more sophisti-
cated over the past sev-
eral quarters and Apple 
pounced on the demand 
for cellular connectivity 
and streaming multime-
dia,” Ramon T. Llamas, 
Research Director for 
IDC’s Wearables team, 
said in a statement.

Kolkata, Mar. 2 (IANS): 
Coal India Ltd (CIL) on 
Thursday reported 495.09 
million tonnes (MT) of 
production in April-Feb-
ruary in the current fiscal, 
but missed the target by 
nearly seven per cent.

CIL, with a target 
to produce 531.32 MT 
during eleven months, 
clocked a 1.4 per cent 
growth in production 
from 488.06 MT in the 
same period of 2016-
17, its provisional data 
showed.

However, the state-
run miner achieved a sev-
en per cent growth in off-
take to 525.09 MT during 
April-February of 2017-
18 as against a target of 
541.60 MT for the period.

The miner had an off-
take of 490.86 MT during 
the same period in the 
previous financial year 
(2016-17).

CIL’s production for 
February (2018) was 54.46 
MT, missing the target of 

61.43 MT for the month 
by 11 per cent.

Its off-take for last 
month stood at 49.97 MT, 
also missing the month’s 
target of 52.14 MT by four 
per cent.

Coal India Chairman 
Gopal Singh had said the 
company was “pushing 
hard” to meet the 600 mt 
production target for the 
fiscal 2017-18 and the one 
billion tonne production 
mark for 2019-20.

The miner also aimed 
to touch an off-take of 600 
MT in 2017-18.

As per the Annual Plan 
proposal for 2018-19, the 
production target of the 
miner has been kept at 
630 MT with five per cent 
growth over the target of 
2017-18.

CIL envisaged pro-
duction of 908.10 million 
tonnes in 2019-20 with 
a Compound Annual 
Growth Rate of 12.98 per 
cent, with respect to 2014-
15.

Kolkata, Mar. 2 (IANS): 
Domestic electrical and 
electronics manufactur-
ers are betting on ex-
ports for their growth 
prospects as the oppor-
tunities in the domestic 
sector have shrunk, an 
official said.

“Domestic market 
has shrunk. Whatever 
growth we are seeing in 
the industry is on ac-
count of global penetra-
tion. If the industry gets 
its international efforts 
right, we expect that in 
7-8 years it could be-
come a US$ 100 billion 
industry,” Indian Electri-
cal and Electronics Man-
ufacturers’ Association 
(IEEMA) Vice President 
Harish Agarwal said.

He also said that ris-
ing demand in Asean 
markets along with Af-
rican and Latin Ameri-
can countries is set to 
keep the export demand 
buoyant.

At present the indus-
try exports goods worth 
around $10 billion, set to 
increase to around $50 
billion over the next 7-8 
years, he said.

The association com-
prising of around 800 
members represent-
ing electrical, industrial 
electronics and allied 
equipment manufac-
turers said that a drop 
in capital expenditure 
by eight government-
owned companies to the 
tune of around Rs 8,300 

crore, was set to hit the 
industry.

Compared with last 
year’s budget capital ex-
penditure of Rs 62,600 
crore, in 2018-19 the ex-
penditure is pegged at Rs 
54,270 crore.

While NTPC will see a 
drop in capital expendi-
ture from Rs 28,000 crore 
to Rs 22,300 crore, Pow-
ergrid’s capital expendi-
ture is projected to be 
stagnant at Rs 25,000 
crore.

To facilitate the over-
seas interest and interac-
tion opportunities, IEE-
MA will host a five-day 
exhibition and seminar 
called ELECRAMA 2018 
at Noida in Uttar Pradesh 
from March 10-14.

Mumbai, Mar. 2 (IANS): In a move to 
widen the easy payment options for 
electricity bills, distribution company 
(discom) Reliance Energy on Friday an-
nounced it has tied up with Department 
of Post to enable bill payment at post of-
fices in Mumbai.

Reliance Energy’s over three million 
customers spread over its 400 sq km 
distribution area now also have the op-
tion to pay their monthly electricity bills 
at 130 post offices in the city open from 
Monday to Saturday, except second and 
fourth Saturdays and bank holidays, a 
company statement said here.

“Out of the 240 post offices in Mum-

bai, 130 are located in Reliance Energy’s 
distribution area falling between Bandra 
to Bhayender in the Western suburbs, 
Kurla to Vikhroli in Central suburbs and 
Tilak Nagar to Mankhurd in Eastern sub-
urbs,” it said. 

All the post offices are computerized 
and can also accept cash up to Rs 20,000 
as payment for a monthly electricity bill, 
it added. 

“Post offices are safe, conveniently 
located in the eastern and western sub-
urbs near railway stations. This is yet 
another initiative by Reliance Energy to 
provide customer delight in delivering 
services,” a company spokesperson said.

New Delhi, Mar. 2 (IANS): State-run Ca-
nara Bank on Friday said it has got the 
shareholders’ approval for raising up 
to Rs 4,865 crore by allotting additional 
equity shares of around Rs 13.59 crore 
to the government on preferential basis.

Following the allotment, the govern-
ment’s holdings, as a percentage to the 
capital, will increase to 72.55 per cent 
from the present 66.3 per cent and per-
centage of shareholdings by investors 
other than the central government will 
get reduced to 27.45 per cent.

“The Extraordinary General Meet-
ing of the shareholders held on March 1 
has approved through a special resolu-
tion to create, offer, issue and allot 13.59 
crore equity shares with a face value 
of Rs 10 each for cash at an issue price 
of Rs 357.84, including premium of Rs 
347.84, aggregating up to Rs 4,865 crore 
on preferential basis to the promoters, 
government of India,” it said in a regula-
tory filing. The bank said it was initiat-
ing necessary steps for giving effect to 
the resolution.

Kolkata, Mar. 2 (IANS): The 
auto components industry is 
expected to register a higher 
growth of 13-15 per cent in the 
current fiscal on the back of 
robust demand from domestic 
original equipment manufac-
turers (OEMs), rating agency 
Icra said.

The demand for auto com-
ponents from domestic OEMs, 
especially high-volume two-
wheeler (2W) and passenger-
vehicle (PV) industry which 
together constitute about 

two third of overall ancillary 
industry size, has remained 
strong in the third quarter of 
the current fiscal, it said.

The rating agency said 
given the indicative trends, 
the growth momentum is ex-
pected to sustain in the fourth 
quarter of FY 2018 as well.

“The rating agency’s sam-
ple of 48 auto ancillaries, com-
prising around 26 per cent of 
theAindustry’s turnover, grew 
18.5 per cent revenue-wise 
during third quarter FY2018. 

The same appeared strong-
er on low base of last fiscal, 
where overall performance 
was impacted by demonetisa-
tion.

Overall, during nine 
months of FY2018, the sample 
space grew by 12.3 per cent 
which was better than the ear-
lier 9-11 per cent growth esti-
mate for FY2018. Given strong 
revenue growth the growth 
estimates have been revised 
upward for FY2018 to 13-15 
per cent,” the agency said in a 

statement.
“During third quarter 

FY2018, auto component 
vendors dependent on CV 
(commercial vehicle) and 
two-wheeler segment wit-
nessed double digit growth 
in volume, which along with 
improved realisation due 
to increase in commodity 
prices resulted in strong rev-
enue growth,” agency’s Senior 
Group Vice President (Corpo-
rate Sector ratings) Subrata 
Ray said. 

According to him, while 
domestic PV (passenger vehi-
cle) demand remained strong, 
muted PV exports has dragged 
overall PV production volume 
growth during the last two 
quarters.

“We expect PV exports re-
lated aberration to abate dur-
ing coming quarters, and it 
will be more than offset by 
robust demand momentum in 
domestic market, effectively 
supporting auto component 
demand,” he added.

Regd.no.165/17 date 17/10/17
I, Smt. BUDHI MAYA BISHWAKARMA, W/o. Bhuwan singh Bishwakarma R/o. 8 
assam Rifles, C/o. 99 APO do hereby solemnly declare and affirm as follows: 
That I am a bonafide citizen of India and a resident of the above mentioned address. 
That my actual name is BUDHI MAYA BISHWAKARMA. 
That my name has been entered/recorded as BUDHI MAYA in all my documents.
That the name BUDHI MAYA BISHWAKARMA and BUDHI MAYA is same and one 
person. 
That the name BUDHI MAYA BISHWAKARMA shall be used in all my official and 
future correspondences. 
That this affidavit is made to aver the above made statements.

VERIFICATION  
I hereby verify that the statements made in paras 1 to 6 are true and correct to the 
best of my knowledge and nothing material is concealed therein. 

DEPONENT
Solemnly sworn before me:  Judicial Magistrate 1st Class 

Dimapur Nagaland 
D-5080

DECLARATION

Regd.no.166/17 date 17/10/17
I, Shri. BHUWAN SINGH BISHWAKARMA, S/o. Churamoni Bishwakarma, R/o 
Assam Rifles, C/o.99 APO do hereby solemnly declare and affirm as follows: 
That I am a bonafide citizen of India and a resident of the above mentioned address. 
That my name has been entered/recorded as BHUWAN SINGH in my all my official 
documents
That the name BHUWAN SINGH BISHWAKARMA and BHUWAN SINGH is same 
and one person.
That that the name BHUWAN SINGH BISHWAKARMA shall be used in all my 
official and future correspondences. 
This affidavit is made to aver the above made statement .

VERIFICATION  
I hereby verify that the statements made in paras 1 to 5 are true and correct to the 
best of my knowledge and nothing material is concealed therein. 

DEPONENT
Solemnly sworn before me:  Judicial Magistrate 1st Class 

Dimapur Nagaland 
D-5081

DECLARATION

Regd.no.56/18 date 9/2/18
I, No. 84253X Rank: Hav, Name KUMAR BK S/o Late Jash Bahadur BK resident of 
8th Assam Rifles C/o 99 APO, do hereby solemnly declare and affirm as under:
That I am presently serving in 8th Assam Rifles C/o 99 APO in the Rank of Hav 
bearing No. 84253X. 
That my name/surname has been inadvertently entered /recorded as KUMAR 
GURUNG in my service book. 
That the name/surname KUMAR BK and KUMAR GURUNG both are one and the 
same person.
That my correct and name/surname is KUMAR BK.
That this affidavit made to declare as piece of evidence for all official purposes.
That the statement made in paragraph 1-7 are true to the best of my knowledge 
and belief and nothing false has been stated or concealed herein. 

DEPONENT
Solemnly affirm and swear before me on this day the 9th of February 2018. 

Judicial Magistrate 1st Class 
 Dimapur Nagaland 

D-5081

AFFIDAVIT
(Correction of name) 

Regd.no.55/18 date 9/02/18
I, No. 84253X Rank: Hav, Name KUMAR BK S/o Late Jash Bahadur BK resident of 8th 
Assam Rifles C/o 99 APO, do hereby solemnly declare and affirm as under:
That I am presently serving in 8th Assam Rifle, C/o 99 APO bearing No. 84253X in the 
Rank: Hav 
That the under mentioned following names/surnames of my family has been 
inadvertently entered in my service documents, as such I am desirous of changing 
the names/surname from old names/surnames to new names/surname for official 
convenience: 

SI .No. OLD NAME/SURNAME NEW NAME/SURNAME RELATIONSHIP
1 Lt. Man Bahadur Gurung Lt. Jash Bahadur BK Father
2 Sabitri Gurung Sabitri BK Wife
3 Kamal Gurung Kamal BK son
4 Sirjana Gurung Sirjana BK Daughter
5 Ansu Gurung Ansu BK Daughter.

4. That this affidavit made to declare as piece of evidence for all official purposes. 
5. That the statement made in paragraph 1-5 are true to the best of my knowledge and 
belief and nothing false has been stated or concealed herein. 

DEPONENT
Solemnly affirm and swear before me on this day the 9th of February 2018. 

Judicial Magistrate 1st Class
Dimapur Nagaland

D-5079

AFFIDAVIT
 (Correction of names/surnames) 
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His name was David, but most just called him “the street fiddler.” David was a disheveled, older man who 

was a regular fixture in popular places in our city, serenading passers-by with unusual skill at his violin. 
In exchange for his music, listeners would sometimes place a dollar in the open instrument case before 

them on the sidewalk. David would smile and nod his head in thanks as he continued to play.
When David died recently and his obituary appeared in a local paper, it was revealed that he spoke several 

languages, was the graduate of a prestigious university, and had even run for the state senate years ago. Some 
expressed surprise at the extent of his accomplishments, having assessed him on the basis of appearance 
alone.

Scripture tells us that “God created mankind in his own image” (Genesis 1:27). This reveals an inherent 
worth within each of us, regardless of how we look, what we have achieved, or what others may think of us. 
Even when we chose to turn from God in our sinfulness, God valued us so much that He sent His only Son to 
show us the way to salvation and eternity with Him.

We are loved by God, and all around us are those who are precious to Him. May we express our love for 
Him in return by sharing His love with others.

Heavenly Father, thank You for Your wonderful love for me. I pray that others may see Your love in my 
words and actions today.

Precious to God
BIBLE READ:    GENESIS 1:26–31  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another. 

~  1 John 4:11

In Appreciation of Governor’s Attention on Financial Institutions 

Who is the Winner?  

H
aving come across in local news-
papers on February 10, that the 
Honorable Governor of  Nagaland 
organized a meeting with Bankers 

at Raj Bhavan, I, as a grass-root worker, at my 
own individual capacityand on behalf  of  the 
rural populace, would like to take the privilege 
to express my sincere thanks and appreciation 
to the Governor of  Nagaland. It must be truly 
the first-ever of  its kind for a Governor to have 
initiated such a meeting with bankers in the 
State.It is true indeed “development cannot 
be brought by the government alone—banks 
have the responsibility in developing the so-
ciety”.Opening of  Bank branches in interior 
townships would be the noblest and effective 
means to make the government programs 
reach the door step of  every citizen.

In recent years, the Government of India 
(GoI) have been issuing certain directives: 
banks to open bank branch in every RD Block; 
financial inclusion is made reach to the door-
step of every citizen, beyond household cover-

age; schemes like PMDJY, PMSBY, PMJJBY, 
APY with insurance schemes and pension 
schemes, MUDRA scheme etc. were an-
nounced by the BJP ministry; assurance to pro-
vide direct benefit transfer (DBT) schemes viz. 
LPG subsidy and PDS through Bank accounts; 
and most recently the government encouraged 
the public to avail e-banking, internet banking 
etc. for all financial transactions. Under the 
guidelines of DeendayalAntyodaya—Nation-
al Rural Livelihood Mission (DAY-NRLM) or 
Ajeevika, every women SHG member requires 
to open a Saving Bank account.

However, taking the status of  RD Blocks 
of Mon district as an example, there are 8 RD 
Blocks. Only 50% have Bank branch. The 4 
(four) un-Banked RD Blocks are Chen, Ang-
jangyang, Tobu and Phomching. The most in-
terior block—Tobu RD Block office, situated 
120 KMs away from the district headquarters, 
takes 6-7 hours travel through unpredictable 
road conditions, is still un-Banked, while 
the farthest village under Tobu block Hqs. is 

about 50 KMs deeper with no proper road.To 
cite few instances where a farmercustomer find 
difficult to subscribe to the demands of  the 
Banks particularly the SBI, a customer—be it 
in the case of  opening saving bank account or 
credit application, has to put up every case-
physically present. The service of  Business 
Correspondent (BC) working under SBI Mon 
is neither rendering proper service nor moni-
tored by its management. There isno Cus-
tomer Service Point (CSP)introduced in the 
District. The District Level Bankers Coordi-
nation Committee (DLCC) meetings are not 
conducted regularly— quarterly. The Finan-
cial Literacy Camps (FLC), a program which 
facilitates the primary needs of  the public, are 
hardly conducted, ignore about follow-up im-
plementations.

Sadly, no new bank branches have come 
in the un-Banked blocks in the State to handle 
or manage all the people-centered schemes 
introduced by the present ministry. At the 
present state, it is near to impossible in tru-

est sense, for the rural mass to come to avail 
the benefit schemes which are offered through 
Banking. On the other hand, the work load 
of  the bank—neck of  the government system, 
have tripled—they are over-burdened.

Keeping my hopes alive, I am of the opin-
ion that the Chief  Secretary to the Govern-
ment of  Nagaland who is also the chairman 
of  the State Level Bankers Coordination 
Committee writing to the Reserve Bank of  
India (RBI)for immediate remedial measures 
will be most effective. Furthermore, the RBI 
may be sought for relaxation of  restriction 
of  opening new bank branches by the State-
owned bank—the Nagaland State Coopera-
tive Bank (NSCB)—the first choice of  the lo-
cal populace.

Surely, the Banks could even play as ana-
gent incleansing records of  individuals as well 
as eradicatingbogusor fictitiousstatistics in the 
society.

Rajuselie Lhousa
Mission Compound, Kohima

T
he days of high and low blood 
pressure, depression and fear 
are almost gone with the clear-
ance of the storms of election. 

Yet the residue is still alive. All candidates 
are awaiting the result with lesser peace 
of mind. The party workers and support-
ers are still angry and aggressive. Win-
ning will bring few days of smile, while 
losing will aggravate the nervous system. 
The necessity for revenge still runs from 
head to toe. It boils the blood. The steam 
comes forth from the ears and the nose. 
The loser blame the winner, the winner 
condemn the loser. At the end, the public 
meet the sad ending of losing the game of  
life. The real winner is nowhere to be seen 
again. He disappears only to be seen after 
five years of paradise living. The common 
people continue to live their normal lives 
in silence. This is the game of politics; 
a game played by many unprofessional 
players. Yet the winner will still be called 
winner irrespective of his deeds.

It is good to examine the mode of  
election in Nagaland. If  election is con-
ducted every five years, than every fifth 
year will witness violence, vandalism and 
bloodshed. It will become a normal rou-
tine. Nagas will happily accept the year of  
destruction called ‘election.’ Unless there 
is violence, revenge will find no place in 
the society. Unless there is vandalism, 
the joy of election is not fulfilled. Unless 

there is bloodshed, it cannot be called 
election. Shall we allow Nagaland to con-
tinue in this series of tragedy? How many 
lives are snapped and how many houses 
are destroyed during election? Who shall 
be held responsible for such act? No one 
knows. The culprit can become the win-
ner. The winner can become the victim. 
The qualities needed to win the election 
are bravery, violence, aggressiveness and 
doubled-tongued. Somehow, the game 
must be won to appease the gods. He be-
comes the winner.

Nagaland must implement traditional 
system of election. We need not consume 
the poison of Indian system of election. 
Most politicians try to win by hook or 
crook, life or death. They easily induce 
the commoners towards violence by feed-
ing them day and night. Some villagers in 
Nagaland were happy to be fed for almost 
a year. Yes, they must become healthier 
and stronger to face the enemy. Mate-
rial happiness in many other forms are 
supplied at the doorstep to tempt the in-
nocent soul towards wrong living. Some 
stood firm, while others fell instantly. The 
fallen ones are also called winners. They 
have won many friends except their fam-
ily and close relatives.  

The highest rate of employment is 
seen during the time of election. Every un-
employed youth is entrusted with some re-
sponsibility, from party President to cook. 

After election, they go back home and 
continue to yawn inside the kitchen un-
employed. On the other side, the women 
folk become so energetic. They check the 
flow of liquor in many places but have no 
single complain in receiving illegal money. 
There are numerous stern faces to check 
liquor. They suddenly turn into smiling 
faces to receive some cash in hand. I have 
not heard or seen the women folk with 
a huge catch of money during election. 
Have you? They know when to close and 
open their eyes. For some people, drinking 
is evil, money is good. Whatever is good 
is also clean. This is called Clean Election. 
You are clean, the rest are unclean. Such 
people are the winners of election.

All the above winners are in fact losers 
of self-control. Failure to control oneself  
can lead us to control others in an aggres-
sive manner. The life of the common man 
is equally important as the candidate. 
Even in the darkest occasion, life must be 
respected. A home made of love and care 
should not be destroyed. Every life is the 
life of God, and every home is the dwell-
ing place of God. Whoever goes against 
another man is also against God. Let us 
not allow election to dictate our life. We 
are all greater than election.

With prayerful condolences to those 
who lost their lives and homes during this 
election.

Rev. Fr. G. L. Khing

“Mission Clean India – One 
Step Towards Cleanliness”

S
ometime last year, a very innovative and noble ven-
ture was initiated. Sheetal garbage bins in sets of two 
– one blue and the other green–were planted along the 
highways of Kohima Town. The bins had the round 

emblem of Kohima Municipal Council. The instruction on 
the bins read: “Always throw in garbage bin – Keep your city 
clean,” along with the now famous slogan: “Mission Clean 
India – One Step Towards Cleanliness.”

In their initial days, the bins were emptied of their garbage 
contents in the early hours. Sadly though, they have been left 
unattended now for days together. The bins are overflowing 
with filth, and this attracts people looking for an easy reach 
to throw their wastes. The once tidy place around the bins is 
now filled with trash. The site has thus becomeaneyesore to 
the surrounding – quite the opposite of the beautiful slogans.

As it is usual with public property and our so called civic 
sense, many of these bins are now found missing or damaged 
in several localities. This may be to avoid the unwanted litter 
and to vent one’s anger at the unattended mess.

During the late seventies, before the coming of PCO’s and 
the advent of mobile phones, telephone booths were installed 
in prominent places in Kohima Town. However, these booths 
could service hardly two or three weeks. But aren’t we now 
supposed to be highly educated and better equipped with civic 
sense?

The concerned authority should attend to the problem and 
start cleaning the bins regularly. Otherwise, this has become a 
nuisance and another step towards dirtiness.

V. Meyase
Sepfüzou Colony, Kohima

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

The Revenge of the 
Nerds is Upon Us

A 
middle-aged man in a bor-
ing grey suit walks on to the 
stage and waves his calcu-
lator. "Are you READY TO 

ROCK?" he shouts. The audience 
goes wild.

Apparently, accountants are the 
new rock stars, according to a spate 
of news reports.

"I'm a rock star now" was the 
headline on a feature on account-
ancy in the Washington Post. An 
almost identical report in the Wall 
Street Journal was titled: "The tax law 
makes Chartered Public Accountants 
interesting for now." The Mercury 
News said: "Tax bill turns America's 
accountants into rock stars."

In Asia there have been waves of 
identical headlines several times, the 
most recent case being the occasion 
when the Indian government made a 
surprise decision to get rid of almost 
all physical banknotes, apparently 
after taking financial advice from 
YouTube pranksters. ("Cancel all 
the banknotes! Everyone will have a 
good laugh! What could go wrong?")

Indian accountants become rock-
star popular. Even in remote, rural 
parts, accountancy fees rose from a 
chicken to a medium-sized bullock, 
which is probably what B-list Indi-
pop rock stars get paid these days.

Major changes in finance laws 
anywhere causes accountants to in-
stantly become superstars in the eyes 
of the media.

But here's the thing. I was reading 
that particular Washington Post in a 
radio studio where several deejays 
had met actual rock stars. Realistic?

"Yeah, right," sneered a morning 
show host. "If accountants are being 
treated like rock gods, that means 
crowds of people are chasing after 
them, screaming and fainting and 
crying."

I told him that that was a pretty 
accurate description of the business 
people I know trying to get the atten-
tion of tax advisers as reporting sea-
son approaches.

In India, people desperate for 
financial advice camped outside 
the offices of accountants -- classic 
groupie behaviour.

In the United States, account-
ants are turning their secretaries 
into booking agents. "Tax adviser 
Mr. Rodinksi will visit you Tuesday 
morning. He requires a private dress-
ing room with white roses, a bowl 
of M&Ms and a chalice of virgin's 
blood."

You don't see this happening in 
Asia, where people avoid blood as it 
is high in saturated fats.

Also, 99 per cent of rock musicians 
in Asia earn less than accountants.

I guess Mick Jagger is the most 
famous example of someone who 
started as an accountant and be-
came an actual rock god. (Inciden-
tally, did you read that a letter by the 
flirtatious Mr. Jagger was sold at an 
auction? Given his advanced age, I 
wonder what it said? "Dear Wilma 
Flintstone...")

Much more interesting to me is 
Duff McKagan, who went the other 
way. He used to be one of the wildest 
rock gods (he used to drink 10 bottles 
of wine a day -- not a misprint -- as 
the bassist of Guns 'n' Roses). Then 
he changed career and became an 
accountant. His firm specialises in 
giving finance advice for rock stars 
and he writes a money column called 
Duffernomics.

Which career does he prefer? The 
one with all the crying and screaming 
and hysterical tears.

Yes, there's something about tax 
bills that makes people emotional.

Anyway, the final triuph of ac-
countants proves the truth of that 
ancient holy scripture which talks 
about "the revenge of the nerds". 
Wait. May be that was a movie? What-
ever. It's still true.

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based 
frequent traveller. Send ideas and 
comments via his Facebook page)

Nury Vittachi | IANS

God’s love is meant to be shared.

Ecotourism's Direct Payment on Sighting Wildlife Helps Reducing Hunting

Asia May Face Steel, Aluminium Glut With Trump’s Tariff Plan

E
cotourism's direct payment ap-
proach to the locals for sighting 
wildlife helps reducing illegal hunt-
ing, says a new international study.

The study by the Wildlife Conservation 
Society (WCS) and Foundations of Success 
(FOS) finds that an ecotourism strategy 
based on "direct payments", where local 
people are compensated for the amount of 
wildlife seen by tourists, has resulted in a re-
duction in illegal hunting and an increase in 
wildlife sightings.

In the study, published in the current 
edition of PLOS ONE, the scientists tested 
a new model in the Nam-Et-Phou Louey 
National Protected Area in Laos that used a 
direct payment approach to encourage vil-
lagers to reduce illegal hunting and trade, 

which is driving wildlife decline.
The model included a contractual pay-

ment to villages that was directly tied to the 
numbers of wildlife seen by eco-tourists as 
well as a reduction in payments for occur-
rences of hunting violations.

The approach was designed to reduce 
illegal hunting pressure, increase wildlife 
sightings, and ultimately wildlife numbers, 
while generating ongoing economic incen-
tives for conservation.

The scientists implemented and then 
monitored this approach for four years.

Results indicated a three-fold increase 
in hunting signs in the non-tourism sector 
of the national protected area as opposed to 
no increase in the ecotourism sector.

Additionally, an overall increase in wild-

life sightings was observed.
A wide range of threatened species ben-

efited from the programme, including the 
sambar deer, barking deer, primates and 
small carnivores.

"If eco-tourism or nature tourism is go-
ing to help increase these wildlife popula-
tions, there must be a direct link between 
the incentives for communities and the 
wildlife itself," Nam-Et-Phou Louey Na-
tional Protected Area Director Bounpheng 
Phoomsavath said.

"Many projects claim to be benefiting 
wildlife but they often lack this direct link. 
Villagers get benefits but the wildlife popu-
lations continue to decline. The direct links 
are the key to our success."

In cases where ecotourism is used as a bio-

diversity conservation strategy, projects are of-
ten questioned for lack of resulting proof that 
threats to biodiversity have been averted or 
conditions for biodiversity have been improved.

"This study illustrates the importance of 
monitoring along a theory of change to evalu-
ate if and how a conservation strategy is lead-
ing to expected outcomes and to inform adap-
tive management," said WCS Lao PDR Deputy 
Country Director Santi (Joy) Saypanya.

The scientists say the case "provides key 
lessons on the design of a direct payments 
approach for an ecotourism strategy, in-
cluding how to combine threat monitoring 
and data on wildlife sightings to evaluate 
strategy effectiveness, on setting rates for 
wildlife sightings and village fees".

Source: IANS

Southeast Asia may become the 
new hunting ground for global ex-
porters, setting off a trade war that 
could depress prices and prompt 
some producers to close.
US President Donald Trump’s plan 
to slap hefty tariffs on steel and alu-
minium imports will likely make 
Southeast Asia the new hunting 
ground for global exporters seeking 
buyers, creating a glut that could 
depress prices and prompt some 
producers to close.

More of China’s steel may find 
its way into developing countries 
such as the Philippines and Viet-
nam, but it could face competition 
from Russia, Ukraine and Turkey, 
industry officials and traders said.

Chinese aluminium export-
ers, which may take a similar tack, 
could clash with producers in 

South Korea and Thailand.
Trump said the duties, 25% on 

steel imports and 10% on alumini-
um, would be formally announced 
next week, and believes they will 
protect American jobs.

Fears of a global trade war 
dragged down Asian equities with 
shares of Asian steel producers 
supplying the US market hit hard.

South Korea is the third-big-
gest steel supplier to the US after 
Canada and Brazil and would be 
the hardest hit by the tariffs. Other 
Asian suppliers are Japan, Taiwan 
and India.

China, the world’s biggest steel 
producer, accounted for only about 
2.9% of US steel imports, data com-
piled by Wood Mackenzie showed. 
The world’s top steel-buying na-
tion, the US imported a total 35.6 

million tonnes last year.
Some of those Chinese prod-

ucts meant for the US would go to 
Southeast Asia, said Roberto Cola, 
vice president of the ASEAN Iron 
and Steel Council.

“There will be excess supply 
in the region and prices will drop, 
which will be good for consumers,” 
Cola said.

With some of the world’s fastest-
growing economies including the 
Philippines and Vietnam, South-
east Asian countries are among 
the world’s major steel buyers with 
many of them having limited and 
costly domestic steel-making ca-
pacity.

Southeast Asia accounted for 
about a quarter of China’s steel ex-
ports in 2017, Cola said.

As prices drop, China will face 
competition from other suppliers 
such as Russia, Ukraine, the Middle 
East and Turkey, said CRU analyst 

Richard Lu.
But strong domestic demand 

may help China absorb the excess 
steel, Lu said. Chinese steel ship-
ments have dropped since hitting a 
record 112.4 million tonnes in 2015.

‘They have to shut’
Japan and China are two of the 

biggest Asian exporters of alumin-
ium to the US, accounting for 11% 
and 14% of those countries’ total 
shipments.

As Chinese aluminium produc-
ers look for new export markets, 
they could offer competition to 
manufacturers in South Korea In-
donesia, Vietnam and Thailand, 
while tighter margins could ac-
celerate their plans to set up units 
offshore.

“We believe the fabricators are 
able to divert their exports to other 
Asian countries if the US situation 
plays out as they expect,” said a 
source at a global trading house in 

Shanghai.
China Hongqiao Group, the 

world’s biggest aluminium produc-
er, is already looking into the possi-
bility of moving recently shuttered 
illegal smelting capacity overseas, 
mainly to Indonesia.

But import duties on semi-
manufactured aluminium prod-
ucts in some Asian countries could 
make it tougher for China to en-
ter them, said a Singapore-based 
physical aluminium trader.

“China has no choice, they have 
to shut. But ultimately US consum-
ers will have to bear the brunt of the 
price increase because the industry 
needs it. It’s more about politics 
than aluminium,” the trader said.

“I expect retaliatory moves from 
other countries,” said Cola from the 
ASEAN Iron and Steel Council.

“What Trump is doing is an un-
precedented move, it’s going back 
to the old days of protectionism.”



EastErn Mirror | Dimapur, Saturday, March 3, 2018

7 

The contents of articles on this page do not necessarily reflect the Editoral view or policy of the paper

Jamie Davies | Aeon

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Your physical vital-
ity is extra strong today, Aries, although your 
thoughts may be a little clouded. Someone 
could strongly object to an action of yours, 

but realize that their motivation may be a bit skewed. 
Muster the self-confidence to stand up for yourself at 
this time. Whatever happens, you’ll be called on to take 
action one way or another. Take the time to assess the 
facts carefully, because there may be trickery going on.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): There could be a 
bit of confusion in your world today, Taurus. 
Trying to make sense of what’s going on might 
not be the easiest task. Rational thinking and 

analytical processes may not be the best way to find the 
solution. You might be better off just letting the issue sit 
for now and deal with it later when the facts are clearer. 
Let go of control and the desire to make sense of it all. 
Instead, just relax and let the day take you where it will.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You’re asked to 
spring into action today, Gemini, so don’t 
resist it. Be aware of the fact that things may 
not be as they seem. There could be a strange 

façade over the situation that you should be aware of 
before you act. Your head may seem a bit clouded. Your 
fantasy world is especially active today, so you might 
feel the urge to run away and never come back. That 
might not be a bad idea.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): It might be hard 
to get to the root of a matter today, Cancer. 
Instead of getting stressed about it, take a 
long nap sometime this afternoon. Water 

your plants and read a book. Escape into some sort of 
fantasyland that takes you away from your daily life. 
Dealing with people on their own terms may prove 
extremely difficult. The other party might not be act-
ing from a point of assuredness. Deal with them later.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Enjoy a spirited day 
in which you indulge in everything your 
heart desires, Leo. Your imagination could 
take you to a whole new realm in which you 

play the starring role. Live these fantasies. Remember 
that if you can dream it, you can do it, so think big. The 
fire inside you burns brightly, so make good use of this 
power before it’s squandered away by someone else 
tugging on the strings.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You may be feeling 
especially concerned with others today, Virgo. 
Your thoughts are with the less fortunate. Per-
haps you should consider teaming up with a 

local church or other community organization to help 
your immediate community. Your spiritual well-being 
is also important to you today, and you should do 
something to honor this part of you. It could be hard 
for you to keep yourself grounded.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today is an active 
day for you in which you would do well work-
ing with groups of others, Libra. Your imagi-
nation is especially active and you might 

find yourself playing out scenes from your dreams. The 
people in your life are playing a more important role 
than they have in times past. Recognize and appreciate 
these key people. Work with them to lift the layer of fog 
that seems to be clouding the air today.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Today is a day 
to roll with the punches, Scorpio. Don’t take 
anything too seriously, and refrain from mak-
ing any major decisions. You might get the 

sense that something or someone is working behind the 
scenes without your knowledge. Trust your instincts. See 
what you can do to bridge the gap between reality and 
what you sense from the spiritual world. Visit the ocean 
or take a long walk in the woods.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): This could 
very well be one of those days in which you 
forget to put on your shoes before heading 
out the door, Sagittarius. Make sure your 
head is screwed on tight before you climb out 

of bed this morning; otherwise you might find it float-
ing up in the clouds. Daydreams will seep into your 
consciousness no matter how hard you try to keep 
your mind focused on the matter at hand.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): The infor-
mation coming at you today may be cloud-
ed and delusional, Capricorn. Take it with a 
grain of salt. Someone could try to pull the 

wool over your eyes. Check the bus schedule twice be-
fore hopping on board. You could find yourself lost in 
the wrong part of town otherwise. Have patience and 
try not to get too upset if you aren’t receiving the an-
swers you want. The truth will come out soon enough.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Your fantasy 
world will be especially active today, Aquar-
ius, and you should feel free to take off into 
dreamland. Let your imagination run the 

show today and you’ll be delightfully surprised at the 
rewards this will bring to your everyday life. It may be 
hard to make a decision about anything practical, so 
don’t even try. Leave it to a day in which you’re feeling 
more grounded.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Things might not 
feel like they’re fitting into place today, Pisces, 
so don’t try to press the issue. You may sense 
a strong desire to escape into fantasyland and 

never come back. Resist the temptation to indulge in rec-
reational substances that might leave you feeling more 
muddled than before. Get your work done and then let 
loose. Escape into the depths of your mind and explore 
what rich fantasies your inner self has to offer.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

H
ere is a remarkable fact about 
identical twins: they have the 
same DNA, and therefore the 
same ‘genetic fingerprint’, yet 

their actual fingerprints (such as they might 
leave behind on a murder weapon) are dif-
ferent, and can be told apart in standard po-
lice observations. Fingerprints are, of course, 
produced by the pattern of tiny ridges in 
skin. So, it would appear that certain fine-
scale details of our anatomy cannot be de-
termined by a precise ‘genetic blueprint’.

It isn’t only fine details that seem open to 
negotiation in this way: anyone who has seen 
Bonsai cultivation knows how the very genes 
that would normally build a large tree can 
instead build a miniature-scale model, given 
a suitable environment. Bonsai trees aren’t 
completely scaled down, of course: their cells 
are normal-sized – it’s just that each compo-
nent is made with fewer of them.

In the 1950 and ’60s, many children were 
affected by their mothers taking the drug 
thalidomide while pregnant, when the drug 
blocked growth of the internal parts of their 
limbs. Even though growth of the skin is not 
directly affected by thalidomide, the very 
short limbs of affected children were covered 
by an appropriate amount of skin, not the 
much larger amount that would be needed 
to cover a normal limb. The growth of the 
skin cannot, therefore, just be in response to 
the command of a hard-wired internal blue-
print: something much more adaptive must 
be going on.

Such observations are not troubling for 
biological science as such. But they are trou-
bling for a certain picture of how biology 
works. The symbol for this worldview might 
be the DNA double helix, its complementary 
twisting strands evoking other interdepend-
ent pairs in life: male and female, form and 
function, living and non-living. DNA on its 
own is just a chemical polymer, after all, es-
sential for life but not itself alive. Yet it holds 
out the promise that we can explain living 
processes purely in terms of the interactions 
between simple molecules.

Twentieth-century biology was domi-
nated by a strongly reductionist agenda even 
before James Watson, Francis Crick, Rosalind 
Franklin and Maurice Wilkins revealed the 
structure of DNA in 1953. Early geneticists 
knew perfectly well that they were studying 
statistical correlations (if one makes such-
and-such a change in gene x, then allows the 
organism to develop in a fixed environment 
e, one will observe alteration f, etc). In later 
generations, however, the language of causa-
tion started to creep in, and with it the idea of 
a fixed relationship between genes and body 
features. Every reader of this essay will have 
read or heard phrases such as ‘the gene for 
breast cancer’, ‘the gene for autism’ or even 
‘the gene for intelligence’ (try typing any of 
those phrases into a search engine). The cul-
tural idea that went with this slip of mean-
ing – that bodies are made according to a ge-
netic blueprint – placed genes at the centre of 
mainstream biological thought. The discovery 
and progressive unravelling of the double he-
lix seemed only to confirm their place there.

The union of genetics with molecular 
biology has undoubtedly created a power-
ful new science. By unpicking the molecu-
lar interactions inside cells, we’ve been able 
to develop drugs to mimic or interfere with 
specific processes. The discovery of enzymes 
that synthesise and edit DNA laid the foun-
dations for genetic engineering, which is 
usually discussed in terms of its commer-
cial applications, but whose most common 
use has always been in pure research. In this 
way, advances in knowledge create the tools 
to advance knowledge, in a virtuous circle. 
Nevertheless, we appear to have come to a 
threshold. The more we know about the mo-
lecular processes, the less sense the gene-
centric perspective makes.

In the early days of genetics, scientists 
studying different animals would identify 
genes and correlate them with body-scale 
features. However, they had no way of know-
ing whether the genes they had identified in 
one species were the same ones that were 
known in another. Once technologies for 
reading DNA sequences were invented, it 
became possible for researchers to ‘read’ 

their genes and to notice when genes in two 
different species were so related they were 
effectively the same thing.

This often produced surprises. The gene 
‘Wingless’, for example, was identified by 
fruitfly geneticists as a blueprint for making 
wings (fly biologists name their genes after 
what happens if the gene is damaged). Can-
cer specialists working with mice had identi-
fied what they called Int-1 as a gene for mouse 
breast cancer. But these genes turned out to 
be effectively the same: they code for a protein 
now given the hybrid name Wnt. Properly ana-
lysed, Wnt is neither for making wings nor for 
breast cancer. It is for carrying signals between 
cells: the meaning of the signal depends on 
what cell, in what organism, is receiving it.

This is just one of very many examples. 
The concept of ‘the gene for feature x’ is giv-
ing way to a much more complicated story. 
Think something like: ‘the gene for protein 
a, that interacts with proteins b, c and d to 
allow a cell to undertake process p, that al-
lows that cell to co-ordinate with other cells 
to make body feature x’. The very length of 
the above phrase, and the weakness of the 
blueprint metaphor, emphasises a concep-
tual distance that is opening up between 
the molecular-scale, mechanical function 
of genes and the interesting large-scale fea-
tures of bodies. The genes matter – of course 
they do, because something has to build all 
these proteins. But the helix seems less and 
less appropriate as an icon for the all-impor-
tant control systems that run life, especially 
at larger scales (cells, tissues, organisms, 
populations, ecosystems and so on).

There is, however, an alternative. It can 
be represented by an even simpler icon 
than the double helix. It really does seem to 
pervade life at all scales. This alternative is a 
concept, rather than a physical thing. And 
it can it be glimpsed most clearly if we ask 
how things structure themselves when they 
must adapt to an environment that cannot 
be known in advance.

The most local environment for many 
cells consists simply of their similar neigh-
bours. This is especially so in a very common 
sort of structure that we find in all sorts of liv-
ing things – the sheet. (Think of the surface 
of the skin, the lining of the gut, the inside 
layer of your blood vessels.) These sheets 
are collections of cells stuck together, edge 
to edge. The cells adhere to one another via 
a number of very small, specialised junction 
complexes. The outside part of a junction 
complex on one cell binds to the outside 
part of a similar complex on the neighbour-
ing cell, while the inside part binds to long, 
strong filaments of protein that form a net-
work inside the cell: the ‘cytoskeleton’, as it 
is known. It is the mechanical connection of 
each cell’s cytoskeleton to those of its neigh-
bours, via the junctions, that helps to give 
the sheet its strength.

When cells first meet, in normal develop-
ment or in a culture dish, neither can ‘know’ 
in advance precisely where contact will first 
be made. The internal cytoskeletons of the 
cells cannot, therefore, be built to an ad-
vanced plan; they must develop adaptively 
to suit the precise conditions at the time. The 
way they achieve this is both fascinating in 
detail and, in its general outline, thoroughly 
typical of life.

The cells that are forming the sheet con-
tinuously make new branches of their cy-
toskeleton network. These branches head 
towards random points on the cell periph-
ery. Those that do not happen to land on a 
junction will never experience mechanical 
force, whereas those filaments that do find 
and link to a junction will be placed under 
tension by the neighbouring cell. Now, it 
happens that cells are full of enzyme com-
plexes that rapidly destroy cytoskeleton fila-
ments. This destruction is, however, strongly 
inhibited if a filament is under mechanical 
load. The many filaments that end up in the 
wrong place are therefore quickly destroyed, 
while those that happen to be arranged ap-
propriately to carry forces survive. Thus the 
cytoskeleton’s anatomy organises itself ac-
cording to its environment and adapts con-
tinuously to changing mechanical loads.

This is just a very small-scale example 
of adaptive self-organisation. But the same 
principles work at larger scales, too. Organs 
consist of vast numbers of cells of differ-
ent types, intricately assembled to perform 

whatever the organ’s function might be. 
Some cells have a very direct connection 
with that function: the milk-secreting cells of 
the breast, for example, or the food-absorb-
ing cells of the intestines. Others serve a sup-
port role, bringing food and oxygen, remov-
ing toxins, carrying the products of the organ 
wherever they need to go and so on. For the 
organ to work, each type of cell needs to be 
present in the right numbers at the right 
places, yet we know that organs cannot be 
assembled according to a precise, blueprint-
like spatial plan. We know this because it is 
possible to remove organs from animal em-
bryos and culture them in the presence of 
artificial spatial restraints, so that the overall 
anatomy follows the artificial constraints but 
the detailed internal anatomy looks normal, 
showing that its construction must have 
adapted to the new circumstances.

In some cases, we are starting to under-
stand how this self-organisation happens, 
and how it relies on cell-to-cell communi-
cation. The growth of blood capillaries pro-
vides a good illustration. Tissues need blood 
capillaries to bring them oxygen and nutri-
ents and to take away waste products, but 
a cell that is too far from the nearest blood 
capillary will find itself short of oxygen. At 
this point, a protein called HIF1A, which is 
normally destroyed by an oxygen-depend-
ent process almost as soon as it is made, 
starts to accumulate. HIF1A puts a tempo-
rary brake on further cell proliferation and 
also causes the cell to secrete a protein called 
VEGF, which spreads out through the sur-
rounding tissue. The cells that make blood 
capillary walls are sensitive to VEGF: if they 
detect it, they begin to proliferate and extend 
new capillary branches towards its source, 
and so the tissue cells that were short of oxy-
gen will receive a supply from the new blood 
vessels. When capillary growth is adequate, 
there will be enough oxygen to make HIF1A 
unstable again, so the brake on tissue pro-
liferation is released, VEGF production will 
cease and so will capillary growth. In a grow-
ing organ, this sort of thing happens again 
and again to make sure that growth doesn’t 
outstrip blood supply.
As bodies grow, they stretch the skin, which 

expands until the tension has been reduced: 
the growth of the skin keeps up with that of 

the body
We can tell a similar story about the fluid 

drainage ducts of the kidney. These ducts 
consist of a treelike arrangement of tubes, 
spread out in space to serve the organ. Even 
when confronted experimentally with very 
peculiar constraints, they will grow into a 
well-spaced (if strangely-shaped) tree. My 
laboratory has recently discovered that this 
spacing is achieved by, in effect, self-loath-
ing: the growing tips of the tree’s branches 
secrete a molecule that they themselves find 
repulsive, so they grow in the direction that 
minimises their exposure to it and therefore 
maximises their mutual separation. This 
simple mechanism adapts naturally to ‘un-
expected’ anatomical situations, whether 
due to experimental interventions or earlier 
errors in embryonic development.

Or take the skin, the largest organ of the 
body. It has to be exactly the right size to cover 
all that lies underneath, and yet the dimen-
sions of the body cannot be predicted from 
the genes: variations in diet and exercise have 
a huge effect on body size, as does pregnancy 
(temporarily). Clearly, the growth of the skin 
has to be adaptive. A series of experiments 
on skin cells in culture, performed mainly 
by Celeste Nelson’s tissue morphodynamics 
group in Princeton, suggests a very elegant 
mechanism: skin cells respond to tension 
by proliferating, the daughter cells of each 
cell division being aligned with the tension 
so that the tissue grows in that direction. As 
bodies grow, they stretch the overlying skin, 
which proliferates and expands until the ten-
sion has been reduced. The growth of the skin 
therefore keeps up with that of the body.

If skin is damaged, it has to repair itself, 
adapting its activity to whatever unpredict-
able location and shape the hole happens 
to have. Adult skin heals by scarring – an 
‘emergency’ response that seals the body off 
from a hostile world. Foetal skin, however, 
heals without scars. If it is cut, cells that used 
to have neighbours suddenly encounter 
free space. They respond to it by organis-
ing a contractile band along their exposed 

edge. This band links the cytoskeletal fibres 
of neighbouring cells so that the whole edge 
of the wound starts to contract, closing it up. 
As closure proceeds, cells that meet make 
junctions with one another and, as they no 
longer feel a free edge, they lose their con-
tractile band and become normal members 
of a sheet again. This proceeds until the hole 
has disappeared completely.

Self-organising processes seem to oper-
ate at much larger scales, too – beyond the 
level of single organisms. Schools of fish, 
for example, consist of individuals that 
align themselves with one another so that 
the school moves and changes direction as 
a cohesive entity. This can turn a predator 
species into a highly efficient hunting collec-
tive – when, for example, tuna schools form 
outstretched arms to engulf their prey. Simi-
lar behaviour can also protect prey species: 
if a predator charges a school of pollock, the 
school will split up and reunite behind the 
intruder, always presenting it with a confus-
ing swirl of hard-to-track, churning fish.

We still have much to learn about how 
schooling works, but it seems obvious that 
each fish can’t have a detailed choreography 
stored in its head, nor a detailed map of the 
location of every other fish in the school. 
Instead, each individual seems to base its 
behaviour on purely local influences: most 
importantly, the distances and speeds of its 
immediate neighbours. Computer models 
produce quite convincing schooling be-
haviour when their constituent fish – all the 
same, with no special leader in charge – have 
four basic behaviours: attraction (closing up 
to another fish), repulsion (increasing the 
distance from another fish), alignment (al-
tering direction to swim parallel to a neigh-
bour) and searching (looking for a school of 
fish). Searching happens only if a fish finds it-
self isolated. Repulsion is strong at short dis-
tances and attraction kicks in at larger ones, 
which tends to keep fish an optimal distance 
apart, and they reorientate to swim in the av-
erage direction of their various neighbours.

Large-scale ecosystems of co-operating 
organisms such as trees and fungi show 

self-organising behaviour
These simple rules are not enough to 

mimic the particulars of hunting or preda-
tor-evading behaviour, but they are enough 
to keep a school organised for its routine 
swimming. The flocking of birds appears to 
work in a similar way: almost 30 years ago, 
the programmer Craig Reynolds made a 
computer model of very simple entities – 
‘boids’ – that also showed attraction, repul-
sion, and alignment. Again, the behaviour 
of the model is so good it implies that real 
birds might well organise their flocks by each 
obeying simple, local rules.

Schooling and flocking behaviours are, 
of course, restricted to large groups of indi-
viduals from a single species. Might self-or-
ganising properties operate even at the level 
of multi-species ecosystems? There’s reason 
to think that they do. Vegetation on arid soils 
will, for example, arrange itself into groups 
with plain soil between them: the plants in 
the groups all benefit from their mutual abil-
ity to help rare rainfall penetrate the ground. 
And in simple experimental microbial com-
munities (not, in fact, different species, but 
yeasts genetically engineered to have differ-
ent metabolisms that can co-operate to use 
environmental nutrients), the different types 
of individual self-organise into mixed clus-
ters that bring co-operators together. Many 
ecologists believe that large-scale ecosys-
tems of co-operating organisms, for exam-
ple trees and fungi, show similar self-organ-
ising behaviour. 

All of these examples, and many more 
like them, turn out to have something in 
common when analysed at the mechanistic 
level: in each case, what has been achieved 
so far by the system is used to control its cur-
rent behaviour. This type of control is called 
feedback, and is represented by a loop feed-
ing information from the output of a process 
back to its input.

In the case of the cytoskeleton, the sta-
bility of a filament depended on whether 
it was carrying a mechanical force, which 
in turn depended on whether it was in the 
right place to connect to cell junctions. The 
achievement of a filament (to be in a useful 
place or not) is therefore fed back to decide 
what it will do next (survive, or be disassem-

bled). In the case of the blood capillaries, the 
extent to which present growth has been ad-
equate to bring enough oxygen into the tis-
sues is fed back, via VEGF, to control whether 
the capillaries continue to grow or remain 
as they are. And the same principle seemed 
to explain the schooling of fish: any error in 
an individual fish’s relative positions and di-
rection compared to its neighbours is used 
to modify its swimming, to make the error 
smaller. Seen from the abstract perspective 
of feedback loops, adaptive self-organisation 
looks more or less the same across all scales 
of life, from the architecture of subcellular 
assemblies to the arrangements of co-oper-
ating species in ecosystems.

In this sense, the loop is a near-universal 
symbol of living processes.

We have, then, two very different models 
for understanding life. In the gene-centred 
model, a ‘gene for this’ and a ‘gene for that’ 
act deterministically to construct a cell, or 
a body, or an aspect of behaviour. In the 
loop-centred model, feedback-rich proc-
esses allow cells, bodies and ecosystems to 
construct themselves adaptively in response 
to the prevailing conditions. Can these mod-
els, which seem on the face of it very differ-
ent, ever be reconciled? Yes, very easily. The 
feedback loops that guide self-organisation, 
at any scale, rely ultimately on the action of 
protein-based mechanisms, and proteins 
are encoded by genes.

Genes do not make body features, they 
make the machines that organise body 

features adaptively
The role of proteins in subcellular self-

organising systems such as the cytoskeleton 
is obvious: the cytoskeleton is made of pro-
teins. In my account of capillary develop-
ment, the proteins HIF1A and VEGF high-
lighted the importance of specific molecules 
to organisation at a larger scale. Even events 
at much larger scales, such as the schooling 
of fish, ultimately rely on protein machines. 
Genes are therefore essential to self-organ-
isation at all the scales of life – just not in a 
deterministic way. Rather, the genes are 
needed to make the machines that mediate 
feedback-driven self-organisation: the self-
organisation is a high-level property that 
emerges from the underlying network, not a 
feature of any of the individual components.

This has interesting consequences. 
Where any part of the mechanism is sensitive 
to the environment, the whole self-organis-
ing loop can be too. The number of red cells 
in blood, for example, is set by a feedback 
loop sensitive to measurements of oxygen 
deep in the kidneys. When someone goes to 
live in the thin air of a high mountain, they 
tend to have more blood cells. Why? Because 
the ‘normal’ complement of cells is not suf-
ficient in that environment, so the kidneys 
sense abnormally low oxygen and signal for 
more blood cells to be made. The effects of 
environmental sensitivity at a single point 
percolate throughout the entire organism. If 
we recognise that genes do not make body 
features, they make the machines that or-
ganise body features adaptively, that shift in 
perspective does much to lay to rest the long 
debates about nature versus nurture.

The DNA helix is important, of course. 
But the most important thing it does is 
make proteins that can operate in regula-
tory loops. These loops can also operate at 
the molecular level: genes make proteins, 
but these proteins determine which genes 
are ‘off’ and which are ‘on’ (as HIF1A does), 
making a control loop at even the molecu-
lar level. Unlike the helix, loops also operate 
at scales far above the molecular, covering a 
range of sizes from bacterial colonies to the 
vast ecosystems of the rainforest – perhaps 
to the ecosystem of the entire Earth. Beyond 
Earth, life without DNA is just about think-
able (one can imagine alternative strategies 
for storing information). Life without feed-
back loops, though? I have never met any 
biologist who can imagine that.

The helix is too well-established an icon 
to be deposed any time soon. And yet, a sim-
ple loop would be a much more universal 
symbol of how life works at all of its scales 
and levels. Perhaps the Ouroboros, beloved 
of gnostics and alchemists, has been an ideal 
symbol waiting in the wings for centuries: 
there can surely be no more evocative sym-
bol of feedback than a snake growing by de-
vouring its own tail.

A Closed Loop The DNA helix gave 20th-century biology its symbol. But the 
more we learn, the more life circles back to an older image



NEWS IN BRIEF
Ten Naxals killed in encounter 
with police in CG1  
Hyderabad/Raipur, Mar. 2 (PTI): At least ten Maoists 
were killed in an encounter with police in Chhattis-
garh’s Bijapur district this morning, a senior official of 
the Telangana Police said. The Naxals were killed in a 
joint operation by the Telangana and Chhattisgarh 
Police. A jawan was also injured in the gunfight which 
took place in the Pujari Kanker forests under Pamed 
police station area, around 500 km from Raipur, 
Bijapur SP Mohit Garg said. A cache of weapons was 
recovered from the encounter site, Garg said. “It was 
a joint operation by the Chhattisgarh and Telangana 
Police. Initial reports indicate ten Maoists were killed 
in an exchange of fire between them and police at 
around 6.30 AM in Bijapur district. A clear picture 
would emerge later, the Telangana police official 
told PTI. The bodies are being shifted to a nearby 
hospital for post-mortem and other formalities, the 
official said . The identity of killed Naxals was not 
immediately known, but security agencies believe 
some top Naxal leaders could be among those killed, 
officials said.

Two foreign nationals among 
three arrested with drugs 
Mumbai, Mar. 2 (PTI): Three persons, including 
two foreign nationals, were arrested with drugs in 
south Mumbai by the police’s Anti Narcotics Cell, 
officials said today. Contraband like mephedrone 
and ecstacy drug worth Rs 2.1 lakh were seized from 
them, the official added. In one case, personnel from 
the Azad Maidan unit of the ANC laid a trap near 
Eastern Freeway at Reay Road on Wednesday and 
nabbed John Peter (22), an Ivory Coast national, 
and Abu Abrar Seham (28), a resident of Bandra, 
with drugs worth Rs 1.26 lakh. A taxi that was being 
used to ferry drugs was also seized, police added. 
On the same day, in another case, ANC officials ar-
rested Vincent Koman (24), also a foreign national, 
near Wadi Bunder with drugs, officials said. Further 
investigations were on, he added.

One held for questioning in Gau-
ri Lankesh murder case
Bengaluru, Mar. 2 (IANS): A 37-year-old man was 
taken into custody in connection with the murder 
of Kannada tabloid Editor Gauri Lankesh in the 
city nearly six months ago, police said on Friday. 
“K.T. Naveen Kumar was taken into custody by a 
Special Investigation Team (SIT) of the Karnataka 
Police for questioning,” SIT Investigating Officer 
M.N. Anucheth told IANS here. Kumar hails from 
Birur town in Chikkamagaluru district, about 250km 
west from here, Anucheth said. Lankesh, 55, the 
Editor of “Lankesh Patrike”, was shot dead outside 
her residence in the city’s southwestern suburb by 
unidentified assailants on September 5 last year. The 
state government had set up the SIT to probe the 
journalist-activist’s killing.

Man convicted in rape case lynched 
Jamshedpur (Jharkhand), Mar. 2 (PTI): A man con-
victed in a rape case and was out on bail was lynched 
by a group of people opposing his visit to a slum 
at Adityapur in Seraikela-Kharswan district today, 
police said. Ratan Lohar, the victim, has served a few 
years in jail before being released on bail. At least 
half a dozen other criminal cases were also pending 
against him. Lohar went to Ram Madaiya bustee, 
where he had created terror earlier, angering the local 
people who told her to leave the area, Sub-divisional 
Police Officer (Seraikela), Avinash Kumar said. Fol-
lowing an altercation, Lohar threatened them with a 
gun but by that time more people assembled at the 
spot. Sensing danger, the convicted man fled and 
reached the roof of a building but the irate people 
reached there and beat him up, he said. 
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PNB not shown as creditor in US 
bankruptcy filing by Nirav Modi companies

SSC paper leak: Kejriwal urges Centre to initiate CBI probe 

Unless political system changes, nothing will change — Varun

BJP launches 14-day ‘protect Bengaluru march’ French President’s four-day 
India visit from March nine

Cong describes BJP charge sheet as ‘bundle of lies’ 

Owaisi dares Modi to go for early LS elections Courts can take cognisance of Indian’s conviction abroad — HC

Owaisi

Arvind Kejriwal

New York, Mar. 2 (IANS): The 
Punjab National Bank (PNB) is 
not shown as a creditor in the 
bankruptcy documents filed in 
a court here by three companies 
affiliated with Nirav Modi, who 
has been accused in a $2 billion-
scam involving the nationalised 
financial institution.

But the document acknowl-
edges that the filing of criminal 
complaints by PNB regarding 
allegations of “unauthorised 
loans” to Nirav Modi and affili-
ated foreign companies were the 
“events leading” to the filing of 
the bankruptcy petition.

The only banks mentioned 
as creditors are HSBC and Is-
rael Discount Bank (IDB), which 
have outstanding loans totaling 
$20 million to two of the compa-
nies. The IDB’s revolving credit 
facility is guaranteed by Modi 
personally, as well as by two 
other companies, the document 
said.

However, tying up the three 
companies in bankruptcy pro-
ceedings would place hurdles for 
PNB to go after the Nirav Modi’s 
assets in these companies.

“In most instances, the filing 

of the bankruptcy case auto-
matically stays certain collection 
and other actions against the 
debtor and the debtor’s prop-
erty,” warns a note from the 
authorities that is attached to 
the bankruptcy documents. “If 
you attempt to collect a debt or 
take other action in violation of 
the Bankruptcy Code, you may 
be penalised.”

The three companies, -- 
Firestar Diamond, Inc. (FDI); 
Fantasy, Inc. (FI), and A Jaffe 
Inc. (AJI) -- filed for bankruptcy 
protection in the United States 
Bankruptcy Court for Southern 
New York on Monday.

The bankruptcy petition 
documents, obtained by IANS 
from the court system, show a 
maze of inter-connected owner-
ships that finally lead the three 
companies through several sub-
sidiaries to Nirav Modi via Hong 
Kong.

Mihir Bansali, who is shown 
as the president and sole di-
rector of the three companies 
seeking voluntary bankruptcy, 
signed the main document for 
the bankruptcy petition.

On Thursday, the Nirav Modi 

jewelry showroom on New York’s 
Madison Avenue in the mid-
dle of high fashion outlets was 
closed, with the main entrance 
locked and shades pulled over 
the windows.

It was not possible to ascer-
tain which company owned the 
showroom or why it was shut.

The three companies have 
petitioned under the Chapter 11 
of the United States Bankruptcy 
Code, which permits them to 
operate while they reorganise 
their operations.

Their filing claimed that the 
reason for seeking bankruptcy 
protection was to “preserve the 
going concern value of their 
businesses and effectuate a sale 
or other transaction” for their 
brands to continue. This implies 
that they were not under direct 
financial distress.

They admitted that vendors 
were reluctant to continue doing 
business with them and some 
customers have begun to explor-
ing other suppliers following the 
“negative publicity” that has im-
paired their operations and “cre-
ated a great deal of uncertainty 
and confusion in the market.”

The government actions in 
India disrupted their supply 
chain, the filing added, was a 
reason for the bankruptcy filing.

They said they are trying 
to “reassure their customers 
and vendors that they were 
committed to carrying on their 
business and that swift action 
was being taken to mitigate the 
damage caused by the actions 
in India”.

According to Bansali’s docu-
ment, FDI is owned by another 
US company, Firestar Group, 
Inc. (FGI), which is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of a US com-
pany, Synergies Corporation, 
which is a subsidiary of Honk 
Kong-based Firestar Holdings 
Limited (FHL) that is ultimately 
owned by Firestar International 
Limited (FIL), an Indian corpo-
ration whose majority share-
holder is Nirav Modi.

FI is a subsidiary of FDI and 
95 per cent of AJI is owned by 
Synergies.

Bansali is also the president 
and sole director of FGI and Syn-
ergies. Ajay Gandhi is shown as 
the secretary and chief financial 
officer for the three debtors, as 

well as FGI and Synergies.
As of Wednesday, an IANS 

search of court databases did 
not find any filings for FGI or 
Synergies.

The balance sheet as of last 
week filed in the court showed 
that Nirav Modi Inc owed 
$11.016 million to AJI and $1.767 
million to FDI.

Synergies is owed $10.812 
million by AJI and $7.941 million 
by FDI, while FHL is owed $4 
million by AJI and $4.05 million 
by FDI, according to the balance 
sheet.

The filings said that FDI and 
FI have about $90 million of 
annual sales and their clients 
include Zales, Kay’s, Jared’s, 
COSTCO, Sam’s Club, Macy’s, 
JC Penney and US military 
bases.

AJI, it said, specialises in 
bridal jewelry and it had double 
digit sales growth for the last 
three years and were projected 
to reach $23 million in fiscal 
2018, the document said.

Bansali asserted that they 
have seen “strong” early interest 
in purchasing some or all of their 
business operations.

New Delhi, Mar. 2 (PTI): 
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal today said that the 
Centre should initiate a 
CBI probe in the alleged 
SSC paper leak, stating that 
the issue is related to the 
fate of thousands of exam 
aspirants.

A similar demand was 
also made by Swaraj India 
president Yogendra Yadav 
this week.

“Thousands of SSC 
exam aspirants have been 
demanding a CBI enquiry. 
This issue is related to the 
fate of thousands of exam 
aspirants. The Centre 

New Delhi, Mar. 2 (IANS): 
French President Em-
manuel Macron will ar-
rive here on March 9 for a 
four-day state visit to India, 
during which he will hold 
a summit meeting with 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, the External Affairs 
Ministry said on Thursday.

According to the Min-
istry statement, Modi 
and Macron will meet on 
March 10.  Macron will 
also co-chair the founding 
conference of the India-in-
itiated International Solar 
Alliance (ISA). 

India-France relations, 
elevated to that of a stra-
tegic partnership in 1998, 
are one of the most im-
portant and comprehen-
sive bilateral engagements 
and are marked by intense 
and frequent high-level 
exchanges and deep politi-
cal unTrade between India 
and France in 2016-17 fis-
cal reached $10.95 billion. 
France is the ninth largest 
foreign investor in India 
with a cumulative invest-
ment of $6.09 billion from 
April 2000 to October 2017.

Around 1,000 French 

companies have opera-
tions in India while about 
120 Indian companies 
have invested one billion 
euros in France and em-
ploy close to 7,000 people.

According to the state-
ment, an India-France 
CEOs Forum will also take 
place during Macron’s visit.

The Indian commu-
nity, including NRIs in 
mainland France, number 
around 110,000 and largely 
hail from the French en-
claves of Puducherry, Ka-
raikal, Yanam, Mahe and 
Chandernagore.

Modi and Macron 
shall co-chair the found-
ing conference of the ISA 
on March 11. At least 55 
countries are expected to 
attend the March 11 event, 
half of which will be repre-
sented at heads of state or 
heads of government level. 
The countries have been 
invited jointly by Modi and 
Macron.

The last French presi-
dential visit took place in 
2016 when Hollande vis-
ited as the chief guest of 
that year’s Republic Day 
celebrations.

Bengaluru, Mar. 2 (PTI): Launch-
ing a blistering attack on the ruling 
Congress, the BJP today kicked off 
its 14-day ‘protect Bengaluru’ march 
here, with a call to save the city from 
that party’s “misrule.”

The ‘Bengaluru Rakshisi Padaya-
tre’ that will criss-cross the city till 
March 15 is aimed at “reviving” and 
“rebuilding” the city from Congress’s 
“criminal neglect,” the party said.

The march was launched by 
Union ministers Prakash Javadekar 
and Ananth Kumar in the presence 
of former Deputy Chief Minister R 
Ashoka at Basavanagudi here after 
offering prayers at historic Gavi Gan-
gadhareshwara Temple.

Launching the yatra, Javadekar 
asked the people to choose between 
good governance of BJP and “goonda 
raj” of the Congress.

The Union minister also urged 
the people to “protect Bengaluru,” 
because Bengaluru “deserves much 
better”, as he slammed the Siddara-
maiah-led Congress government for 
indulging in “arrogance of power.” 

The party with this march is aim-
ing to strengthen its prospects in the 
city that has 28 assembly seats, for 
the coming assembly polls expected 
in April/May.

This is  the second march 
launched by the BJP, the first being 
the 85-day “Parivarthana Yatra” that 

concluded on February 4.
The yatra criss-crossed all 224 

assembly constituencies in the state 
and virtually sounded the bugle for 
the coming assembly polls in the 
state.

Hitting out at BJP’s yatra, Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah described it 
as an attempt to give “wrong informa-
tion to people for political gains.”

Questioning as to what BJP had 
protected in Bengaluru while in 
power, he said “They have to first say 
what they have protected and then 
say what needs to be protected.”

He asked BJP leaders to also tell 
people about their “misgovernance” 
in Bengaluru while in power.

Bengaluru, Mar. 2 (PTI): 
The ruling Congress today 
described opposition BJP’s 
Bengaluru specific ‘charge 
sheet’ against the party gov-
ernment in Karnataka as 
“bundle of lies not fit to be 
even put in a waste basket.” 

Bengaluru Develop-
ment Minister K J George 
said BJP was making such 
“baseless” allegations, out 
of “frustration” after realis-
ing that the party will not 
win even 55 seats during 
the coming assembly polls 
for 224 seats in the state.

“It is just a bundle of lies, 

it is not fit to be even put in 
a waste basket...they (BJP) 
feel people of the state and 
Bengaluru are dumb, and 
will believe them,” George 
told reporters here. BJP had 
yesterday brought out a 
Bengaluru specific ‘charge 
sheet’ against the ruling 
Congress in Karnataka, 
as it announced a 14-day 
‘protect Bengaluru’ march 
starting from today.

“Let Modi (Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi) or 
Amit Shah (BJP president) 
or Yeddyurappa (Karna-
taka BJP chief) or any one 

come, people of Karnataka 
have decided. They (BJP) 
will not get more than 55 
seats, I even doubt that 
the number may even 
come down as days go 
by,” he said. Alleging that 
there were reports that the 
election may be delayed, 
George said “they (BJP) may 
do this, because after the 
statewide tour (in Novem-
ber last), they have realised 
that BJP will lose hundred 
per cent, and will not cross 
more than 55 seats.”

He claimed that even 
Modi and Amit Shah have 

not been successful in mak-
ing any impact in the minds 
of the voter in favour of the 
BJP.

G e o r g e  a n d  St a t e 
Pradesh Congress Working 
President Dinesh Gundu 
Rao today held BJP re-
sponsible for various is-
sues faced by Bengaluru 
including traffic, potholes 
on roads, pollution of lakes 
and inefficient infrastruc-
ture. They claimed that the 
Congress has made all ef-
forts in fixing these issues 
and giving a face-lift to this 
“global city.”

Hyderabad, Mar. 2 (IANS): 
MIM chief Asaduddin Ow-
aisi on Friday dared Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
to hold early general elec-
tions -- othewise to be held 
in 2019 -- and said people 
were “ready to teach him 
and his BJP a lesson”.

The Hyderabad MP 
asked his party to be ready 
for early Lok Sabha elec-
tions and challenged Modi 
to dissolve Parliament and 
“face the people”.

Referring to the hu-
mongous bank fraud in-
volving Nirav Modi and 
Mehul Choksi, he asked 
the Prime Minister to ex-
plain what happened to his 
promise of ‘Na khaunga, na 
khane doonga’ (neither will 
I take bribe, nor will I allow 
others to do it).

The MIM chief also de-
manded that Narendra 
Modi explain the threats 
from Bharatiya Janata Party 
leaders and right-wing out-
fits to send Indian Muslims 
to Pakistan if they raised 

Mumbai, Mar. 2 (PTI): Courts or 
judicial authorities in India can take 
cognisance of the conviction of an 
Indian by a foreign court for an of-
fence committed outside India, the 
Bombay High Court has held.

However, such a conviction 
will not be automatically binding 
upon the courts or authorities in 
India while they are exercising their 
judicial powers, and they must use 
their discretion on the effects of the 
same, a three-judge bench of the 
Bombay High Court has ruled.

The judgement was passed 
yesterday by a bench comprising 
Justices BR Gavai, KR Sriram, and 
BP Colabawalla.

In 2013, a division bench had 
referred to the larger bench, the 
question of whether the convic-
tion of an Indian by a foreign court 
for an offence committed in that 
country can be taken notice of by 
the courts or authorities in India 
and would such a conviction be 
binding on courts and authorities 
in India while trying such a person 
for a similar offence in India.

The question had been posed 
by the division bench while it was 
dealing with a petition filed by Pra-

bodh Mehta, the trustee of multi-
speciality Lilavati Hospital.

Mehta was removed from the 
post of the trustee following an or-
der of Joint Charity Commissioner 
(JCC) on the complaint of Mehta’s 
relative and trustee Charuben.

In March 2013, the JCC had 
acted on the grounds that Mehta 
had been convicted for an offence 
of moral turpitude in Belgium.

The City Civil Court too upheld 
the JCC’s ruling based on Mehta’s 
conviction by a court in Belgium.

Mehta, however, filed an appeal 
in the High Court, saying that he 
had subsequently been pardoned 
by the court in Belgium and thus, 
his criminal record stood erased.

He had further argued that his 
conviction by the foreign court had 
nothing to do with his capacity as 
the trustee of the hospital, and thus, 
should not have affected his job.

While the division bench held 
at that time that the nature of the 
crime committed by Mehta in 
Belgium could not be ignored by 
a country like India since, its own 
laws on the subject were also very 
stringent, it referred the essential 
question of such cognisance and its 

binding effect to the larger bench.
The three-judge bench referred 

to several previous judgements of 
the Supreme Court on the subject 
and concluded, “The correct posi-
tion of law is that an Indian court or 
any other quasi-judicial authority in 
India has the power to take cogni-
sance of an Indian’s conviction by 
a foreign court while exercising its 
own judicial powers.

“For instance, if an Indian na-
tional commits a crime involving 
moral turpitude on foreign soil and 
after being convicted and undergo-
ing his sentence there, returns to 
India asking that he be permitted 
to contest election, the same won’t 
be allowed since moral turpitude is 
a ground for disqualification here,” 
the bench said.

“Thus, ignoring such conviction 
and allowing him to contest elec-
tions would not only be contrary 
to public policy, but it would also 
breach the comity that exists be-
tween the two nations,” the larger 
bench said.

“However, such cognisance can-
not be said to be ipso facto binding 
on Indian courts or authorities,” the 
bench said.

voice against the killings 
and lynchings. 

Greeting the Hindu 
community on Holi festi-
val, Owaisi said all attempts 
to brand his party as anti-
Hindu had failed and that 
every community stood 
with the MIM due to its 
hard work and honesty.

“The sangh parivar 
should know that saffron 
alone is not the colour of 
India. The beauty of India 

is that it emerges from the 
merger of all colours -- be 
it saffron, green, white or 
black. All colours belong to 
India,” he said.

Defending the MIM’s 
decision to contest elec-
tions in other states, he said 
contesting elections and 
participating in the demo-
cratic process was the right 
given under the Constitu-
tion and it was the only 
way in which the Muslims 

could strive to secure their 
fundamental rights in the 
country. He said the party 
had an influential role in 
Telangana, and members 
in Maharashtra Assem-
bly and civic bodies, apart 
from presence in Uttar 
Pradesh, Karnataka, Bihar, 
and Andhra Pradesh.

Rejecting the charge 
that the MIM was derived 
from the Razakar militia, 
Owaisi said: “MIM is a 
party of nationalists and 
patriots who embody the 
spirit of secularism, plural-
ism and knows how to fulfil 
its reponsibility. (Muham-
mad Ali) Jinnah was asked 
to go to Pakistan. Razakars 
went to Pakistan but all 
nationalist Muslims stayed 
back,” he said. He lashed 
out at the Congress, calling 
it “janeudhari party” (driv-
en by class compulsions) 
and asked why its Muslim 
members of Parliament 
remained silent when the 
Sharia “came under attack 
in Parliament”.

should accept their de-
mand for CBI probe imme-
diately,” Kejriwal tweeted.

The students have been 
protesting outside the 
Staff Selection Commis-
sion (SSC) office at CGO 
complex in Lodhi Road 
since February 27, seeking 
a CBI investigation into the 
alleged paper leak in the 
Combined Graduate-Level 
(CGL) examination held 
from February 17 to 21.

Late last night, Yadav 
tweeted that there were ru-
mours of police action on 
students protesting outside 
the SSC office.

Coimbatore, Mar. 2 (PTI): BJP MP 
Varun Gandhi today called for change 
in India’s political system, including 
the right to recall elected representa-
tives and more representation for 
women, saying people should have a 
greater say in democracy.

He said people are less aware 
about the selection of their elected 
representatives, and choose them 
based on caste, religion and region, 
which is not the way to take the coun-
try forward.

Addressing a Youth Conclave 
on Nation Building organised by Sri 
Krishna Institutions here, he said 

people should have the right to recall 
elected representatives, even though 
it can be abused, but in the long 
run it will help in realising “a direct 
democracy.”  “Unless the political 
system changes, nothing will change, 
since people should matter and have 
more say, which will lead to a direct 
democracy,” Gandhi said.

On reservation for women, the 
Lok Sabha member from Sultanpur 
in Uttar Pradesh said only 11 per 
cent women are in Parliament and 9 
per cent in state assemblies. He said 
largely relatives of political leaders 
were entering the Houses.

Women who have no political 
background should enter politics, 
Gandhi said.

He said India now has its first 
woman defence minister in Nirmala 
Sitharaman, but the Supreme Court 
has had only six women judges since 
1950.

He said the problem is people do 
not challenge the system, adding that 
they need not depend on those who 
are bad and corrupt.

The 37-year-old leader said the 
solution for these problem lies with 
the youth, who should fight to make 
the dreams of people come true.
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PTI
Residents walk though the site of a suicide attack in Kabul, Afghanistan, Friday, March 2, 2018. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Four cousins shot dead in Paki-
stan
Islamabad, March. 2 (IANS): Four cousins were 
shot dead as a result of an old enmity in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province of Pakistan, police said. The 
police said that the rivals came face to face and the 
four accused opened indiscriminate fire at the other 
party on Thursday in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Naway 
Kalay area. According to the police, the accused 
had been traced with the help of sniffer dogs and 
arrested. Two Kalashnikovs and two pistols were 
also recovered, Dawn News reported on Friday. The 
deceased have been identified as Mohammad Bilal, 
Mohammad Rauf, Mohammad Shafique and Eh-
sanullah. Abid Gul, brother of deceased Mohammad 
Rauf, has named Mohammad Qasim, Israr, Farooq 
and Afghan refugee Jan Mohammad in the FIR for 
the killings.

Pakistan PM to pay two-day visit 
to Nepal from March five
Kathmandu, Mar. 2 (IANS): Pakistani Prime Minis-
ter Shahid Khaqan Abbasi will commence a two-day 
visit to Nepal on March 5, the Nepal PM’s Secretriat 
said on Friday. The Pakistani Prime Minister is arriv-
ing here to congratulate Prime Minister K.P. Sharma 
Oli on his appointment again as the Prime Minister 
of the Himalayan nation.  A Pakistani Embassy 
source, however, said though they are expecting Ab-
basi’s visit they are yet to receive any confirmation in 
this regard. Abbasi will hold meetings with President 
Bidhya Devi Bhandari and high-level Nepal officers 
during the visit. It will the first high-level visit to the 
country by a foreign dignitary after Oli was sworn in 
as the 41st Prime Minister of Nepal on February 15. 
The last such visit was by the then Pakistan Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif to attend the 18th South 
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation summit 
in Kathmandu in November 2014.

Fire kills 24 in Azerbaijan drug 
rehab centre
Baku, Mar. 2 (IANS): At least 24 people were killed in 
a fire at a drug rehabilitation centre in the capital of 
Azerbaijan, the authorities said in a joint statement 
on Friday. The statement was released by the Public 
Prosecution Office, Health Ministry, Interior Minis-
try and Ministry of Emergencies, Xinhua reported. 
The authorities said 34 people were rescued with 
three hospitalised. The blaze was extinguished by 
firefighters, who reached the scene immediately, 
the statement said. Earlier local reports said at least 
30 people died in the fire. Under the instruction of 
President Ilham Aliyev, a joint investigation group 
involving the Public Prosecution Office, Interior 
Ministry and Ministry of Emergencies was estab-
lished. According to preliminary investigations, the 
fire was caused by a short circuit in the building’s 
electrical network.

Kabul, Mar. 2 (PTI/AFP): 
A suicide car bomb target-
ing a foreign forces con-
voy rocked eastern Kabul 
today, killing at least one 
civilian and injuring nine 
just days after Afghanistan 
unveiled plans for Taliban 
peace talks, the interior 
ministry said.

Extensive damage 
to the facades of nearby 
houses could be seen with 
debris scattered on pave-
ments as witnesses re-
ported a strong explosion. 
Security forces rushed to 
the scene as passers-by 
helped move the wounded, 
with witnesses complain-
ing to AFP that ambulances 
took around half an hour 
to arrive.

A horse was also badly 
injured in the blast and 
could be seen stumbling at 
the scene -- its head, belly 
and legs burnt -- before it 
was finally taken pity on 
and killed on the spot with 
a knife, an AFP reporter at 
the scene said.

“Unfortunately around 
9:00 am, a car bombing 
took place in (the) Qabil 
Bay area of Kabul. The 
target of the attack was 
a foreign forces convoy,” 
ministry spokesman Najib 
Danish told AFP, adding 
that police are investigat-

ing.
NATO’s Resolute Sup-

port mission in Kabul told 
AFP it was checking if there 
had been any foreign casu-
alties in the blast.

A health ministr y 
spokesman confirmed that 
one person was killed and 
at least nine injured, all 
civilians.

The one killed was a 
child, a security source 
and witnesses at the scene 
told AFP, with the security 
source adding that up to 12 
people had been injured.

No group immediately 

claimed the attack, which 
is the latest to hit Kabul, 
one of the deadliest places 
in Afghanistan for civilians 
as both the Taliban and the 
expanding Islamic State 
group step up their assaults 
on the city.

The bombing comes 
just two days after Afghan 
president Ashraf Ghani un-
veiled a plan for peace talks 
with the Taliban, including 
a proposal to eventually 
recognise them as a politi-
cal party.

Ghani revealed his 
plans in a speech dur-

ing international peace 
talks in Kabul this week 
that went better than ex-
pected, with officials in 
Washington daring to hold 
out hope that the longest 
war in US history may be 
heading to a negotiated 
settlement.

US ambassador in 
Kabul John R Bass hailed 
Ghani’s “very courageous 
stand” and his “commit-
ment to pursue a peaceful 
settlement through talks” 
after more than 16 years 
of conflict, as officials said 
the onus was now on the 

Taliban to respond.
Before Ghani’s speech, 

the militants had called 
for direct talks with the 
US. They have not yet of-
fered a full response to the 
president’s proposal, but 
the apparent openness 
to negotiations on both 
sides has sparked cautious 
optimism.

More than 16,000 for-
eign troops are deployed 
in Afghanistan under the 
NATO mandate, mostly 
Americans who supervise 
Afghan forces and conduct 
counter-terrorism opera-
tions.

Since November, the 
US military has increased 
air raids against Taliban po-
sitions, training camps and 
heroin laboratories, which 
are an important source of 
revenue for the group.

Despite the optimism, 
Kabul remains on high 
alert, fearing further vio-
lence. American officials 
are also braced for more 
fighting in the spring.

Since mid-January, 
militants have stormed a 
luxury hotel, bombed a 
crowded street, raided a 
military compound and 
launched a suicide attack 
during morning rush hour 
in the capital, killing more 
than 130 people.

United Nations, Mar. 
2 (IANS): UN Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres 
and the Security Council 
have condemned the kill-
ing of four Bangladeshi 
peacekeepers by a roadside 
bomb in Mali.

The Council on Thurs-
day condemned “in the 
strongest terms” the at-
tack on the UN convoy 
that killed the four peace-
keepers and injured sev-
eral others in central Mopti 
region of Mali on Wednes-
day. It warned in a press 
statement that attacks on 
peacekeepers may con-
stitute war crimes under 
international law.

Guterres called for the 
prosecution of the attack-
ers and said: “These cow-
ardly acts will not deter 
the United Nations Mul-

Wa s h i n g t o n , Ma r. 2 
(PTI): The US today ac-
cused Russian President 
Vladimir Putin of openly 
breaching Cold War-era 
treaties by developing a 
new generation of “invin-
cible” weapons and said 
the American military was 
fully prepared to defend 
the country.

“President Putin has 
confirmed what the US 
government has known 
for a long time but that 
Russia has denied prior to 
this,” White House Press 
Secretary Sarah Sanders 
said.

She said Russia has 
been developing desta-
bilising weapons systems 
for over a decade in direct 
violations of its treaty ob-
ligations.

Her comments came 
hours after President Pu-
tin announced that Russia 
has developed a number 
of advanced weapons sys-
tems, including a nuclear-
powered cruise missile, 
which make all US capa-
bilities aimed at under-
mining the Russian nu-
clear deterrent obsolete.

Sanders said US Presi-
dent Donald Trump un-
derstands the threats fac-
ing America and its allies 
in this century and is de-
termined to protect the 
homeland and preserve 
peace through strength. 

“US defense capabilities 
are, and will, remain sec-
ond to none,” she told 
reporters.

“And now, because of 
the new defence budget of 
USD 700 billion, our mili-
tary will be far stronger 
than ever. As President’s 
Nuclear Posture Review 
made clear, America is 
moving forward to mod-
ernise our nuclear arsenal 
and ensure our capabili-
ties are unmatched, Sand-
ers said.

The State Department 
expressed concern over 
the Russian video, along 
with the Putin speech, 
which targeted the US.

“It is certainly con-
cerning to see your gov-
ernment, to see your 
country, put together that 
kind of video that shows 
the Russian Government 
attacking the US. That’s 
certainly a concern of 
ours. 

I don’t think that that’s 
very constructive, nor is 
it responsible,” State De-
partment Spokesperson 
Heather Nauert told re-
porters at a separate news 
conference.

The Pentagon said it 
is not surprised by Pu-
tin’s statement and is fully 
prepared to defend the 
country.

“They know very well 
that it’s not about them. 

Our missile defense has 
never been about them. 
We need to ensure we 
have a credible nuclear 
deterrent, and we are 
confident that we are 
prepared to defend this 
nation no matter what,” 
Pentagon Chief Spokes-
person Dana White told 
reporters.

Congressman Mac 
Thornberry, Chairman of 
the House Armed Serv-
ices Committee, said that 
for too long presidents of 
both parties have let all 
sorts of persistent Rus-
sian aggression go unan-
swered, whether viola-
tions of multiple treaties, 
election meddling, plant-
ing fake news stories, or 
invading sovereign coun-
tries.

“It took six years for 
the Obama administra-
tion to even admit that 
Russia was serious about 
developing new nuclear 
weapons or violating the 
INF treaty despite the urg-
ing of this Committee and 
others. 

Even with that admis-
sion, no action was taken 
despite the recommenda-
tions from the Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs General 
Dempsey. 

That inaction has led 
to the situation we find 
ourselves in today,” he 
said.

tidimensional Integrated 
Stabilization Mission in 
Mali’s (MINUSMA) deter-
mination to support the 
Malian authorities in their 
efforts to protect civilians 
and accompany the Mal-
ian people in their quest for 
peace and stability.”

The UN has not identi-

fied the attackers.
In January, a Pakistani 

peacekeeper was killed 
by armed rebels who am-
bushed a convoy of peace-
keepers in South Kivu 
province of Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC).

Fifteen Tanzanian 
peacekeepers were killed in 

that country in December.
Currently Bangladesh 

is the second highest troop 
contributor to the UN, 
sending more than 7,000 
to UN peacekeeping mis-
sions Of them, 1,678 are 
with MINUSMA.

A panel appointed 
by Guterres to look into 
rising fatalities among 
peacekeepers issued a 
scathing report in Janu-
ary accusing the UN of 
putting peacekeepers at 
risk through “lack of will, 
determination, and ac-
countability”.

It said that UN peace-
keepers should take a vig-
orous and proactive ap-
proach and not fear using 
force. It noted that “the 
blue helmet and the United 
Nations flag no longer offer 
‘natural’ protection.”

Islamabad, Mar. 2 (IANS): 
Pakistan on Friday sum-
moned India’s Deputy 
High Commissioner J.P. 
Singh over alleged cease-
fire violations by Indian 
forces along the Line of 
Control (LoC) which it 
said left a civilian dead.

Mohammad Faisal, 
who heads the South Asia 
wing in the Foreign Of-
fice, summoned the In-
dian envoy and “lodged 
a strong protest on the 
unprovoked ceasefire vio-
lations” by Indian forces 
in Bhimber and Samahini 
sectors on Friday.

“The deliberate target-
ing of civilians is indeed 
deplorable and contrary 
to human dignity and in-
ternational human rights 
and humanitarian laws,” 
the official said. 

“The ceasefire viola-
tions by India are a threat 

to regional peace and se-
curity and may lead to a 
strategic miscalculation,” 
he added.

The Director General 
urged the Indian side to 
respect the 2003 ceasefire 
arrangement and investi-
gate the incidents of truce 
violations, said an official 
statement.

The Indian diplomat 
was also told that New 
Delhi should permit the 
UN Military Observer 
Group in India and Paki-
stan to play its mandated 
role in Jammu and Kash-
mir.

The Foreign Ministry 
said that this year the “In-
dian forces have carried 
out 415 ceasefire viola-
tions along the LoC and 
the Working Boundary” 
which, it claimed, had led 
to the deaths of 20 civil-
ians and injuries to 71.

Jerusalem, Mar. 2 (PTI/
AFP): Israeli police today 
arrived at Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanya-
hu’s home where media 
reports said they were 
to question him for an 
eighth time over allega-
tions of fraud and bribery.

An AFP journalist 
saw detectives arriving at 
Netanyahu’s official Je-
rusalem residence in two 
vehicles at around 9 am 
(local time).

Investigators were at 
the same time to take a 
statement from his wife 
Sara at national fraud 
squad headquarters near 
Tel Aviv, media said.

A former Netanyahu 
aide and a top business-
man are both in custody, 
linked to allegations of 
suspected fraud by the 
premier.

Nir Hefetz, a former 

Beirut, Mar. 2 (PTI/AP): 
French President Em-
manuel Macron and US 
President Donald Trump 
are calling for the imme-
diate implementation of a 
30-day cease-fire in Syria.

Macron and Trump 
agreed to “work together” 
for the implementation 
of the UN Security Coun-
cil resolution passed last 
weekend to allow a cease-
fire, the transport of hu-
manitarian aid and the 
evacuation of the injured 
and sick.

They call on Russia 
to “put maximal pressure 
on Damascus’ without 
ambiguity” so that the 
government commits to 
respecting the UN resolu-
tion.

Macron said the use of 

lethal chemical weapons, 
if proven, would lead to a 
strong response. He said 
he’s extremely vigilant on 
the issue, the statement 
said.

Syrian activists say the 
Turkish air force has hit 
two positions of pro-gov-
ernment Syrian fighters 
deployed last week in the 
Kurdish enclave of Afrin, 
killing and wounding a 
number of fighters.

The main Kurdish mi-
litia in Syria, known as 
YPG, confirmed the attack 
in a statement, saying 
the airstrikes killed and 
wounded several fight-
ers Turkey’s military said 
Turkish-made ATAK heli-
copters struck a region in 
western Afrin, killing nine 
“terrorists.” 

media adviser to the 
Netanyahu family, and 
Shaul Elovitch, the con-
trolling shareholder of 
telecoms group Bezeq, 
were among seven sus-
pects arrested last week as 
fraud suspicions against 
Netanyahu snowballed.

Hefetz is alleged to 
have acted as a messenger 
between Netanyahu and 
Bezeq and Walla! bosses.

He is also suspected 
of trying to bribe a retired 
judge to block a probe 
into the prime minister’s 
wife, Sara Netanyahu, 
over alleged misuse of 
public funds.

Police have now ques-
tioned the premier eight 
times since the begin-
ning of 2017, and last 
month said there was suf-
ficient evidence to charge 

him for graft, fraud and 
breach of trust in two 
other cases.

In the other case, in-
vestigators suspect the 
premier of trying to reach 
an agreement with the 
owner of Yediot Aharonot, 
a top Israeli daily newspa-
per, for more favourable 
coverage.

Israeli media said po-
lice would question him 
on the Bezeq affair for 
the first time today and 
would also take from him 
a statement as a witness 
in suspected corruption 
around Israel’s purchase 
of three submarines from 
German industrial giant 
ThyssenKrupp.

Eli Kamir, another 
former Netanyahu adviser 
arrested last week, was on 
Wednesday released from 
police custody but placed 
under house arrest.

Ougadougou, Mar. 2 
(PTI/AFP): The capital 
of Burkina Faso came 
under assault today, with 
attacks unfolding near 
the French embassy, the 
French cultural centre 
and the country’s mili-
tary headquarters, an 
AFP reporter and wit-
nesses said.

Witnesses said five 
armed men got out of a 
car and opened fire on 
passersby before head-
ing towards the embassy, 
in the centre of the city.

A n  A F P  re p o r t e r 
heard heavy exchang-
es of gunfire and saw a 
blazing vehicle, which 
witnesses said was the 

car used by the assail-
ants. Police and army 
units were deployed in 
the area.

Other witnesses said 
there was an explosion 
near the headquarters 
of the Burkinabe armed 
forces and the French 
cultural centre, which are 
located about a km from 
the site of the first attack.

Burkina Faso is one of 
a string of fragile coun-
tries on the southern rim 
of the Sahara that are 
battling jihadist groups.

The insurgency has 
caused thousands of 
deaths, prompted tens 
of thousands to flee their 
homes and dealt crip-

pling blows to econo-
mies that are already 
among the poorest in 
the world.

On August 13 last 
year,  two assailants 
opened fire on a restau-
rant on Ouagadougou’s 
main avenue, killing 19 
people and wounded 
21. The attack remains 
unclaimed.

On January 15 2016, 
30 people, including six 
Canadians and five Eu-
ropeans, were killed in a 
jihadist attack on a hotel 
and restaurant in the city 
centre.

Responsibility was 
claimed by a group 
called Al-Qaeda in the 

Islamic Maghreb, which 
is known by its French 
acronym of AQMI.

France, the former 
colonial power in the Sa-
hel region, has deployed 
4,000 troops and is sup-
porting a five-country 
joint force gathering 
Burkina Faso, Chad, 
Mali, Mauritania and 
Niger.

The United Nations 
also has a 12,000-strong 
peacekeeping force in 
Mali called MINUS-
MA, which has taken 
heavy casualties. Four 
UN peacekeepers were 
killed by a mine blast on 
Wednesday in the centre 
of the country.

Beirut, Mar. 2 (PTI/AFP): 
Turkish air strikes have 
killed at least 14 fighters 
deployed by the Syrian 
government in support of 
Kurds battling Turkish-led 
rebels in the northwestern 
enclave of Afrin, a monitor 
said today.

Three Kurdish fight-
ers were also killed in the 
strikes late Thursday on 
the village of Jamma in 
the enclave on the Turkish 
border, the Britain-based 
Syrian Observatory for Hu-
man Rights said.

T u r k e y - l e d  S y r -
ian rebels have advanced 
steadily since launching 
an assault on January 20 
on Afrin, which is control-

led by the Kurdish People’s 
Protection Units (YPG).

The Syrian government 
deployed fighters to the 
enclave a month later after 
the Kurds called for help.

YPG spokesman in Af-
rin, Birusk Hasakeh, said 
Turkish warplanes target-
ed the positions of fighters 
linked to the Syrian army 
in Jamma, causing casual-
ties, but did not provide a 
precise toll.

Pro-regime fighters are 
present on several fronts 
in the enclave, according 
to the Kurds.

Turkey suffered heavy 
losses in Afrin yesterday. 
The military said eight 
soldiers were killed and 13 

wounded.
The day’s toll brought 

the number of Turkish sol-
diers killed since the start 
of the operation to at least 
40.

The Observatory says 
more than 140 civilians 
have been killed in Turk-
ish bombardment, but 
Turkey denies the claim 
and says it takes the “ut-
most care” to avoid civil-
ian casualties.

Thousands of civil-
ians have fled their homes 
since the start of the as-
sault, either to the town of 
Afrin or to nearby govern-
ment-controlled areas.

Yesterday, an aid con-
voy carrying food and 

medical supplies entered 
the area for the first time 
since the start of the op-
eration.

Ankara says the YPG is a 
“terrorist” extension of the 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK) which has waged a 
three-decade insurgency 
against the Turkish state.

The YPG has been a 
key component of a US-
backed Kurdish-Arab alli-
ance that has been fighting 
the Islamic State jihadist 
group in Syria.

Turkey has rejected a 
call from the United States 
for Afrin to be included 
in a UN Security Council-
agreed nationwide cease-
fire in Syria.
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Abiogenesis performs in Bhutan 
along with various NE Artistes

Fitness for me 
is a way of life — 
Malaika Arora

Keith Richards 
apologises to 
Mick Jagger for 
vasectomy swipe

Jennifer Lawrence 
auditioned for ‘Twilight’ Lorde says people find her ‘dirty’

Anupam 
Kher invited 
by London 
School of 
Economics

‘Reservation’, ‘Excavator’ win top prizes at BIFFES 2018
“Reservation” and South Korean movie “Excavator” today won top honours at 
the Bengaluru International Film Festival 2018. “Reservation”, directed by Nikhil 
Manjoo, bagged the Karnataka Chalanchitra Academy Award under the Kannada 
Competition category. “Excavator” by Ju-Hyoung Lee received the Best Asian Film - 
NETPAC Award. P Sheshadri-directed “Beti” bagged the NETPAC International Jury 
Award for Kannada film. In the Kannada Cinema Popular Entertainment category, 
“Raajakumara”, directed by Santhosh Ananddram, was named the winner. Chezhian 
Ra’s Tamil drama “To-Let” won the FIPRESCI India - P K Nair Memorial Award. The 
Chitra Bharathi Award went to Bengali film “Mayurakshi” by Atanu Ghosh, while As-
samese film “Ishu”, directed by Utpal Borpujari received Special Jury Mention. (PTI)

A
biogenesis 
along with 
artistes from 
northeast 
performed at 

Thimpu, Trongsa and 
Gedu in 

Bhutan to com-
memorate the 50 years of 
Bhutan/India Diplomatic 

Relations.
A press release issued 

by one of its members 
on March 2 mentioned 
that the first show was 
held at the Royal Univer-
sity of Bhutan on Feb. 24 
in presence of Jaideep 
Sarkar, Indian Ambas-
sador to Bhutan along 

with some Union Cabinet 
Ministers of Bhutan. 

The second is said 
to have been held at the 
College of Language & 
Cultural Studies in Taltse 
at Trongsa while the 
third at the Indian Dam 
Construction Camp in 
Trongsa and culminated 

at Gedu College of Busi-
ness Studies in the pres-
ence of Pieyush Guptam, 
Indian Consul General to 
Bhutan, Phuentsholing.

The colourful and 
vibrant culture of the 
Northeast India was 
articulated through the 
bamboo dance 

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

5 pm: Death Wish (Eng ) 2D

11 am, 2 pm, 8 pm: Pari (Hindi )

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

of Mizoram, folk and 
martial arts of Manipur, 
Bihu dance of Assam, 
Acrobatic Hozagiri Dance 
of Tripura, 

Songs of Arunachal 
Pradesh and folk music of 
Meghalaya. The modern 
section was showcased 
through Naga Howey-
music by Abiogenesis of 
Nagaland and western 
music by Bhooma & 
Band of Mizoram.

The Bhutan tour 
is said to have been 
initiated by The Regional 
Director, Shillong ICCR 
Regional Office. 

The first three shows 
were said to have been 
organised by Nehru 
Wangchuk Centre, Thim-
pu and the fourth show 
by the Indian Consulate, 
Phuentsholing. 

The touring team 
was sponsored by NEC, 
Shillong.

EMN

A
ctress Malaika Arora, who 
feels there is no substitute for 
a healthy body, says being fit 
is her oxygen.

“Fitness for me is a way 
of life. It is like my oxygen! Nothing else 
is truly yours than your own body, and 
there is no substitute for a healthy body. 
I would urge everyone to stay fit and 
invest at least 30 minutes each to staying 
fit. It doesn’t take much,” Malaika told 
IANS.

Malaika, who was the Max Bupa 
Power Walk Ambassador for the Power 
Walk event in Delhi last month, feels 
walking is a “great overall workout in 
itself and has benefits beyond the physi-
cal”.

What’s her own fitness regime?
“Of late, Power Walk has become my 

snappy secret pre-workout routine. It 
is intense and requires a lot of stamina 
and energy, but yields great results. Not 
only does it tone up the body but also 
increases stamina. Apart from the right 
kind of exercise, it is also important to 
eat right,” she said.

Malaika also walked on a Max Bupa 
PowerWalk machine that converts hu-
man calories/energy spent into electric-
ity.

On the association, she said: “It is a 
great initiative that promotes fitness and 
the best part is, it’s made for everyone. 
Usually, marathons attract semi or pro 
runners or people who are anyway 
health conscious.”

IANS

T
he Rolling Stones’ Keith 
Richards has apoligised 
to bandmate and singer 
Mick Jagger for suggest-
ing that he should get a 

vasectomy.
The 74-year-old guitarist, who is 

himself a father of four and has five 
grandchildren, had called Jagger a 
randy old bastard in an interview 
with the Wall Street Journal maga-
zine.

He was talking in reference to 
74-year-old Jagger becoming a father 
for the eighth time in December 
2016, when his girlfriend Melanie 
Hamrick gave birth to a son.

“It’s time for the snip, you can’t 
be a father at that age. Those poor 
kids!,” he had said about Jagger.

Richards, however, has taken 
back his comments and posted an 
apology on Twitter.

“I deeply regret the comments I 
made about Mick in the WSJ which 
were completely out of line. I have of 
course apologised to him in person,” 
Richards wrote.

Richards and Jagger are known 
to have shared a rocky relationship 
in the past and often traded jabs at 
each other over the years.

Richards had also criticised Jag-
ger in his 2010 memoir “Life”, where 
he had said that his bandmate had 
become “unbearable”.

PTI

A
ctress Jennifer Lawrence has 
revealed that she auditioned 
for “Twilight”, but had no idea 
what it was.

The Oscar-winning ac-
tress opened up about missing out on a 
role in the blockbuster vampire movies 
in a chat with US radio host Howard 
Stern, reports thesun.co.uk.

Of the films which made stars of 
Kristen Stewart and Robert Pattison, 
Lawrence said: “I didn’t really know what 
it was.” 

“When you audition, when you 
are a run-of-the-mill actor - we are all 
auditioning for all sorts if things - you 
just get like five pages and they are like 
‘act monkey!’”

But she said she does sometimes 
get upset about losing out on particular 
parts.

Asked if there was a role she was 
upset about missing out on, she said: 
“The only thing - Emma Stone and I had 
this conversation once because we used 
to always audition for the same thing 
which now seems silly - she got one 
thing that I was dying for.”

However, the star did not disclose 
which coveted role that might be.

She then added: “The one thing 
that really killed me, the only time I’ve 
ever been truly devastated by losing an 
audition was at Tim Burton’s ‘Alice in 
Wonderland’.”

IANS

S
inger Lorde says the 
worst part of having 
acne is when people 
assume she is dirty.

The 21-year-old 
says she is regularly asked if 
she washes her face properly 
because she struggles to fight 
off the pimples. But she thinks 
she is just “genetically cursed”.

Lorde posted a video on 
her Instagram account , say-
ing: “The very worst one of all 
is when people think you’re 

just dirty, ‘Do you wash your 
face?’ It’s like, ‘Yes, I wash 
my face, I’m just genetically 
cursed’”.

“When you’ve had acne 
for years and years and years, 
done all the drugs, tried all 
the things, and people are still 
like, ‘You know what worked 
for me, is moisturising! Make 
a mask out of honey, greek 
yogurt and avocado.

“All you need to do is buy 
an apricot scrub! Coconut oil 

- the secret is coconut oil,” she 
said in the post.

Lorde is hopeful she and 
other sufferers will find a cure 
for acne one day.

“For anyone out there who 
has got bad skin - and actual 
bad skin, not the kind of bad 
skin you can just use a fancy 
cream for, for a few days, and 
it will get better. I feel your 
pain. We’ll get there, we will. I 
promise.”

IANS

V
eteran actor Anupam Kher 
has been invited to speak 
at the LSE SU India Forum 
(LIF) 2018 hosted by the 
prestigious London School of 

Economics (LSE).
Previously known as the Economic 

Forum for India at LSE, it is a first of its 
kind conference in the UK involving 
keynote speeches and panel discussions 
on major issues facing contemporary 
India across a variety of fields.

The conference serves as a platform 
for students and professionals alike, to 
hear from and engage with inspiring 
leaders.

Kher will address the students at the 
Old Theatre at LSE on Saturday.

“It is a pleasure to speak to the stu-
dents at the London School of Econom-

ics. By sharing my life experiences, I 
hope to motivate them to achieve their 
dreams, become successful individuals 
and most importantly responsible hu-
man beings,” Kher said in a statement.

The youth, he believes, are the future 
of the country.

“They live in times of tough com-
petition where certain failure is in-
evitable. The power of failure gave me 
the strength to succeed and it is our 
responsibility to help our youth realise 
this to be able to live life to its fullest,” 
he said.

The Film and Television Institute of 
India (FTII) Chairperson has featured 
in over 500 films like “Dilwale Dulhania 
Le Jayenge”, “A Wednesday!” and “Hum 
Aapke Hain Koun..!”

IANS
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FC Barcelona’s Lionel Messi, centre, duels against Las Palmas’ Matias Aguirregaray, left, and Ximo Navarro, during a Spanish La liga soccer 
match at the Gran Canaria stadium in the Canary island of Las Palmas on Thur. Mar. 1.

AP/PTI

India’s Shubhankar Sharma approaches the green on the first 
hole during the first round of the Mexico Championship at the 
Chapultepec Golf Club in Mexico City on Thur. Mar. 1.

AP/PTI

Argentina’s Juan Martin Del Potro raises his racket to salute fans 
after defeating Austria’s Dominic Thiem in the quarterfinals of the 
Mexican Tennis Open in Acapulco, Mexico on Thur. Mar. 1.

AP/PTI

Rio de Janeiro, Mar. 2 
(IANS): Brazil forward 
Neymar faces a race 
against time to be fit for 
the World Cup after it was 
revealed he will need up 
to three months to recover 
from foot surgery.

Neymar cracked the 
fifth metatarsal of his right 
foot while playing for Paris 
Saint-Germain in their 3-0 
Ligue 1 victory over Mar-
seille on Sunday, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

The 26-year-old will 
undergo surgery in his 
homeland on Saturday 
after tests showed the in-
jury was worse than first 
thought.

“It is a significant frac-
ture to the bone in his 
foot,” Brazil team doctor 
Rodrigo Lasmar told re-
porters in here on Thurs-
day. 

“There are several 
types of fractures. For a 
fracture of this type, many 
times it is unnoticed and 
it ends up being much 
bigger, as has happened to 
Neymar, there is no doubt.

“The best and only 
course of action is sur-
gery because with a more 
conservative approach 
there would be a great 
chance that another frac-

Barcelona held 1-1 by Las Palmas Neymar out for three months, 
says Brazil team doctor

Sanju Samson launches new sports academy

Shubhankar shines at World Golf Championships

Del Potro maintains mastery over Thiem with Acapulco win

Watford boss Gracia backs VAR to help referees

Wawrinka withdraws from Indian Wells, Miami tournaments

Las Palmas (Spain), Mar. 2 
(IANS): La Liga leaders FC 
Barcelona stumbled here 
against UD Las Palmas 
and had to settle for a 1-1 
draw that leaves them with 
a margin of just five points 
over second-placed Atleti-
co Madrid in the Spanish 
football league.

Lionel Messi on Thurs-
day scored a wonderful 
free-kick in the 21st min-
ute to give the visitors 1-0 
lead but Jonathan Cal-
leri converted a penalty to 
pull the hosts level early in 
the second half. Then Ls 
Palmas did some desper-
ate defending to earn one 
point, reports Efe.

Barcelona were under 
pressure after Atletico de-
molished Leganes 4-0 to 
pull within four points of 
the Catalan powerhouse.

Coach Ernesto Val-

verde was true to his prom-
ise to treat the match on 
Thursday with Las Palmas 
with the same seriousness 
as Sunday’s showdown 
with Atletico at the 
Camp Nou sta-
dium.

While de-
fender  G e-
ra rd  P i q u e 
a n d  m i d -
fielder Ivan 
Rakitic started 
the game on the 
bench, top 
scorer Luis 
Suarez -- just 
one yellow 
card away from a suspen-
sion -- was in the starting 
11 along with Lionel Messi.

Las Palmas, sitting in 
18th place with 20 points, 
took a high line, exposing 
themselves at the back and 
forcing their defenders to 

commit desperation fouls.
Messi gave the visitors 

a 1-0 lead in the 21st min-
ute on a direct free kick, 
his first-ever goal in Gran 

Canaria Stadium. 
He fired to the 

left top of the 
box with his 
left foot.

But as the 
first half was 

drawing to a 
close, referee 

M a t e u  L a h o z 
emerged as a 
protagonist, 
declining to 
penalise Las 

Palmas keeper Le-
andro Chichizola when he 
touched the ball with his 
hand outside the 18-yard 
box.

Ruling that the hand 
ball was not deliberate, 
Lahoz kept his cards in his 

pocket.
Early in the second 

half, he awarded a penalty 
to Las Palmas after a con-
fusing sequence in front of 
the Barcelona goal. With-
out making clear what 
the infraction was, Lahoz 
pointed to the spot and Ar-
gentine striker Calleri fired 
to the roof on the right to 
bring the hosts level in the 
48th minute.

As the minutes passed 
without a response, Val-
verde turned to his bench, 
sending in midfielders 
Rakitic  and Philippe 
Coutinho and, in the final 
minutes, winger Ousmane 
Dembele, in hopes of go-
ing home with all three 
points.

But Las Palmas hung 
on to secure a draw that 
both players and fans cel-
ebrated as if it were a vic-

tory.
Following the draw, 

18th placed UD Las Pal-
mas are on 20 points -- 
same as Levante -- as they 
boosted their chances of 
escaping La Liga’s relega-
tion zone, where the team 
has languished for 19 con-
secutive rounds of play.

Meanwhile, in Álava, 
14th placed Alaves con-
tinued their strong run of 
form at home with a 1-0 
victory over Levante and 
now are 11 points clear of 
the relegation zone with a 
dozen games remaining.

The northern Spanish 
squad has a seven-game 
unbeaten streak at home 
in La Liga since head 
coach Abelardo took over 
in December, having gar-
nered 19 out of a possible 
21 points over that stretch.

At the Mendizorrotza 
Stadium in the 29th min-
ute, Alaves had a chance 
to seize full command of 
the match when Chema 
was sent off for a clear foul 
on Alfonso Pedraza in the 
area.

A heated argument en-
sued between members 
of both teams over the 
next three minutes, after 
which captain Manu Gar-
cia failed to convert the 
penalty kick.

Having been unable 
to take advantage of a 
short-handed opponent 
for nearly 50 minutes, that 
edge disappeared when 
Munir El Haddadi was sent 
off for two yellow cards, 
one in the first half and the 
second in the 77th minute.

The home squad fi-
nally got its reward in the 
90th minute of the con-
test when defender Victor 
Laguardia raced toward 
the goal to get his head 
on a free kick by Ibai and 
slot the ball just inside the 
right upright for a dra-
matic game-winner.  

ture could occur within a 
short period of time. And 
we cannot run that risk,” 
he added.

The injury rules Ney-
mar out of the second leg 
of Paris Saint-Germain’s 
Champions League round 
of 16 tie against Real Ma-
drid in Paris on March 6.

It could also leave him 
with just two weeks to re-
gain fitness ahead of the 
World Cup in Russia. Bra-
zil play their first match 
against Switzerland in the 
southern port city of Ros-
tov-on-Don on June 17.

“The recovery time is 
between two and a half 
and three months,” Las-
mar said.

“Every player is dif-
ferent. The intention is to 
monitor how the situation 
is and have regular control 
of the recovery,” he added.

“Neymar is sad, but 
he understands that now 
he doesn’t have any other 
options.

He will work to be well 
as soon as possible. We will 
do everything possible for 
him to be ready as soon as 
possible.”

Thiruvananthapuram, Mar. 2 (IANS): 
Sanju Samson, who represents Rajasthan 
Royals in the Indian Premier League, on 
Friday launched Six Guns Sports Acad-
emy here that will train both cricket and 
football players.

The academy was officially launched 
by Thiruvanathapuram Lok Sabha mem-
ber Shashi Tharoor.

“The academy is just not limited to 
cricket alone, but football talent would 
also be trained for greater glory,” Samson 
said.

“Even though the academy is based in 
the capital city, the selection camps will 

be held across the state,” he added.
Samson’s father, who represented Del-

hi Police in football, will be coordinating 
the academy. The 23-year-old cricketer 
said it was his father’s idea that along with 
cricket, the academy also should scout 
and train talent in football.

“While we rely on coaches who are 
trained and available here, if need be, we 
will definitely get coaches from outside 
also,” added Samson.

On his upcoming IPL season, Samson 
said he was waiting to join the Royals 
as he was fresh with his best domestic 
season.

Acapulco, Mar. 2 (Re-
uters): Argentine Juan 
Martin del Potro main-
tained his perfect career 
record against Dominic 
Thiem on Thursday with 
a popular 6-2 7-6(7) vic-
tory over the Austrian 
in their Acapulco Open 
quarter-final in Mexico.

The former U.S. Open 
champion raced through 
the first set against the 
world number six but had 
to battle much harder to 
secure the win in a tight 
second stanza on the out-
door blue hardcourt.

The victory came in 
the tiebreak on a Thiem 
double fault, which was 

confirmed after the third 
seed, with nothing to 
lose, challenged the call.

Hawkeye revealed the 
ball had been a few mil-
limeters long, sending 
the enthusiastic pro-del 
Potro crowd into wild 
cheering and applause.

Del Potro, who im-
proved his head-to-head 
record against Thiem to 
4-0, will have little time 
to savor his victory as 
he prepares for Friday’s 
semi-final against second 
seed Alexander Zverev.

German Zverev, the 
highest seed still standing 
after the pre-tournament 

Me x i c o  C i t y, Ma r. 2 
(IANS): Indias Shubhan-
kar Sharma savored a 
dream debut at the World 
Golf Championships here 
with an opening round 
of six-under 65 push-
ing him into tied second 
place and one shot be-
hind leader Louis Oost-
huizen.

T h e  2 1 - y e a r - o l d , 
playing in the last group 
alongside Malaysia’s 
Gavin Green, was beam-
ing from ear to ear after 
keeping the bogeys of 
the card which included 
an eagle and four bird-
ies at the Club Golf de 
Chapultepec on Thurs-
day.

“I’m really pleased 
with the way I played. I 
was very nervous in the 
morning, but very happy 
with the way I put it all 
together. Even after the 
rain (lightning) delay 
that we had, just to make 
birdie on the last hole 
(on nine), absolutely fan-
tastic,” Sharma said.

The young Indian 
prospect arrived in Mex-
ico City in top form, hav-
ing won co-sanctioned 
Asian Tour and Euro-
pean Tour tournaments 
in South Africa and Ma-
laysia over a span of two 
months.

Despite missing the 
cut  by one stroke in 
Oman and Qatar over 

the past fortnight, Shar-
ma produced a flawless 
display which his cad-
die Gurbaaz Mann, a 
former Asian Tour player 

himself, described as 
“complete”.

Starting his day from 
the 10th tee, Sharma 
birdied 11 and 12 from 

Lausanne, Mar. 2 (IANS): 
Swiss tennis player Stan 
Wawrinka has announced 
that he will not compete 
in the Indian Wells Mas-
ters and Miami Open 
tournaments to rest his 
injured knee and prepare 
for the clay-court tourna-
ments.

“They are both amaz-
ing events but coming 
back from a big surgery 
is complicated and after 
having played a few tour-
naments I have discussed 
with my team that it is 
best for me to build on the 
progress and go back to 
practice,” said Wawrinka 

13 and two feet respec-
tively before rolling in a 
tricky 15-footer for his 
third birdie on 18. 

A f t e r  f i n d i n g  t h e 
fringe at the driveable 
first hole, the Indian 
chipped home for eagle 
from 10 yards. He closed 
out his round in style 
by nearly holing out for 
eagle for an eventual tap-
in birdie.

Sharma intends to 
keep his foot on the ped-
al despite being in his 
first WGC tournament 
which is featuring 45 of 
the world’s top-five play-
ers this week.

“To be honest, I’m ac-
tually relaxed now. I just 
wanted the first round to 
get out of the way. You’re 
always very happy when 
you start with such a 
low round, especially for 
me,” he said.

“This is such a big 
event, I would say this is 
taking some pressure off 
me, playing well on this 
course. And I proved to 
myself that I can roll it, 
so I’ll just do the same 
things that I’ve been do-
ing,” he added.

Thailand’s Kiradech 
Aphibarnrat carded a 
66 for tied fifth position 
while China’s Haotong Li 
returned a 73. Malaysia’s 
Gavin Green, the reign-
ing Asian Tour No. 1, shot 
a 78.  

in a statement shared by 
the ATP website on Thurs-
day, reports Efe.

“My goal is to find my 
highest level again and in 
order to do that I will keep 
working hard every single 
day,” added Wawrinka, 
who was forced to stay off 
the court for much of last 
year due to a knee injury.

Wawrinka intends to 
compete again once the 
clay-court season gets 
under way.

“I need to be patient 
and give my body the time 
it needs, but as of now my 
goal is to come back on 
clay,” he said.

London, Mar. 2 (Reuters): 
The Video Assistant Ref-
eree (VAR) system is a 
good idea if it helps Eng-
lish referees make fewer 
mistakes, Watford man-
ager Javi Gracia has said 
ahead of Saturday’s Pre-
mier League clash against 
West Bromwich Albion.

The technology has 
had a mixed reception in 
England with many call-
ing for the system to be 
scrapped after errors in 
multiple cup matches, 
the latest controversies 
coming in Tottenham Hot-
spur’s 6-1 FA Cup win over 
Rochdale on Wednesday.

Match referee Paul 

Tierney was heavily reli-
ant on VAR throughout 
the match at Wembley, 
with five of the seven 
goals scored in the game 
checked by VAR before be-
ing awarded.

“England have good 
referees. If we review the 
mistakes, we have less 
mistakes,” Gracia said.

“If they can do their 
job better with the help of 
technology, we must try to 
help the referees. So, for 
me, it’s important we help 
the referees.”

Watford sit 10th in 
the table with 10 games 
remaining in the league 
campaign as they prepare 

to host bottom-side West 
Brom but Gracia is ex-
pecting a tough encounter 
against the Baggies, who 
are fighting to avoid rel-
egation.

“It will be an oppor-
tunity to get three points. 

But I don’t think it will be 
easier to play against West 
Brom, than to play against 
Arsenal in the next game 
after that,” Gracia added.

“I’m certain West Brom 
will play the next game as 
though it’s the last one.”

withdrawal of Rafa Nadal, 
earlier dusted American 
Ryan Harrison 6-4 6-1.

Kevin Anderson also 
reached the last four af-
ter serving 18 aces and 
saving six break points to 
edge South Korean young 
gun Chung Hyeon 7-6(5) 
6-4 in a quarter-final 
that stretched nearly two 
hours. Standing in the 
South African’s path to 
the final will be 21-year-
old unseeded American 
Jared Donaldson, who 
won 100 percent of his 
first serve points in a 6-3 
6-1 thrashing of Spaniard 
Feliciano Lopez.
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Lewis Hamilton of Mercedes seen during a practice session

Manchester City's Leroy Sane, center, celebrates after scoring his side's third goal during the English Premier League soccer match against 
Arsenal at the Emirates stadium in London on Thur. Mar. 1.
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More woe for Wenger as Man 
City cruise past Arsenal again

Ibrahimovic set to leave United at 
the end of the season — Mourinho

Croatia charges Real Madrid's 
Modric with false testimony

First F1 test leaves questions to be answered

Aizawl beat Gokulam in I-League clash

Everton's Mangala set to miss 
rest of season — Allardyce

Navjot scripts history at Asian 
Wrestling Championships

London, Mar. 2 (AFp): Be-
leaguered Arsenal man-
ager Arsene Wenger called 
on his players to show 
they can meet the club's 
standards after a second 
humbling 3-0 defeat at the 
hands of Manchester City 
in five days on Thursday.

City moved 16 points 
clear at the top of the Pre-
mier League as fresh from 
claiming their first silver-
ware of the Pep Guardiola 
era in the League Cup fi-
nal on Sunday, the visitors 
scored three times in the 
opening 33 minutes as Ar-
senal disintegrated once 
more in front of a sparse 
crowd at the Emirates.

Bernardo Silva, Da-
vid Silva and Leroy Sane 
were on target to inflict 
a third straight defeat on 
Arsenal and leave them 
10 points adrift of the Pre-
mier League top four in 
sixth place.

And a night to forget 
for the Gunners was com-
plete when £56 million 
($79 million) club record 
signing Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang saw his sec-
ond-half penalty saved by 
Ederson.

"You go up by stairs 
and come down by the lift, 
that is what happens with 
confidence," said Wenger. 
"We have to show we have 
the level to be at Arsenal 
football club."

However, the French-
man again refused to ac-
cept it is inevitable that 
his 22-year stay as boss is 
coming to a sad end.

"I am confident that 
nothing is permanent in 
life," added Wenger. "It is 
down to how you respond 
and the focus and effort 
you show to turn things 
around." Sub-zero tem-
peratures and the apa-
thy caused by Arsenal's 

Bishkek (Kyrgyzstan), 
Mar. 2 (IANS): Navjot Kaur 
scripted history by be-

coming the first Indian 
woman to win gold at the 
Senior Asian Wrestling 

London, Mar. 2 (reuters): Everton’s on-
loan defender Eliaquim Mangala is likely 
to miss the rest of the season with a knee 
injury, manager Sam Allardyce said on 
Friday.

Mangala, who arrived at Goodison 
Park on loan from Manchester City, un-
derwent surgery after suffering the injury 
against Crystal Palace last month.

Allardyce hopes the return of Seamus 
Coleman, Phil Jagielka and Leighton 
Baines will help cover the Frenchman’s 
absence ahead of Everton’s trip to Burnley 
in the Premier League on Saturday.

“Mangala will be out for a bit longer 
than first feared,” Allardyce told report-
ers.

 “We assessed the scans and 
we’ve seen there is a little bit more 
damage than expected. I think it 
is highly unlikely we will see him 
again this season.

“Bainesy and Seamus are 
both back, which is im-
portant to us. Jags is 
back too.”

Allardyce ar-
rived at Everton 
in November on 
an 18-month 
contract and 
made an in-
stant impact 
t o  l i f t  t h e 
re l e g a t i o n -
threatened outfit up to ninth 
in the league standings.

British media reports say Everton are 
already lining up a new manager for next 
season, which comes as a surprise to the 
former England manager.

“I am here as long as I win football 
matches, and if you don’t win football 
matches it doesn’t matter how long your 
contract is,” Allardyce added.

Everton have collected two wins and 
a draw in their last three home league 
matches but visit Burnley with just one 
league win on the road so far this season.

Michael Keane returns to Turf Moor 
for the first time since securing a move to 
Merseyside at the start of the campaign, 

with the defender“desperate” to help 
Everton rediscover away day suc-

cess.
“The lads are desperate to do 

well away from home. I think, 
even though the result wasn’t 
good at the weekend (against 

Watford), the performance was 
a bit better than it has been 

away from home lately,” 
the 25-year-old told the 
club website. (www.
evertonfc.com)

“We know it is 
going to be a tough 
game,  we know 
what to expect from 
Burnley. Hopefully 
we can go there, 
impose our game 
on them and get 
the three points.”

Aizawl, Mar. 2 (IANS): Defending 
champions Aizawl FC humbled 
in-form Gokulam FC 3-1 to end 
their I-League campaign on a high 
here on Friday.

Mahmood Al Ajmi (25th min-
ute) calmly converted a penalty 
kick to give Gokulam the lead.

But Leonce Dodoz (59th, 74th) 
struck twice to put the hosts in 
command and Lalkhawpuimawia 
(78th) blasted the back of the net 
to seal the fate of the match. 

Aizawl thus finished their 
campaign at the fifth place with 
24 points from 18 matches.

Seventh placed Gokulam, who 
have garnered 20 points from 17 
matches, will play their final game 
of the season when they host Mo-
hun Bagan on March 6.

The home side made three 
changes as coach Santosh Kashy-
ap handed goalkeeper Lalawm-
puia his first start of the season. 

Masih Saighani and Albert re-
placed Lalthathanga Khawlhring 
and Albert Zohmingmawia. 

With Aizawl sticking to a 3-5-
2 formation, Lalkhawpuimawia 
and Leonce Dodoz led the for-
ward line.

Gokulam coach Bino George 
made only one change from 
their last game a s 
Kivi Zhimoni 
made way for 
Salman K. Hen-
ry Kisseka and K. 
Salman led the 
forward line sup- ported by 
former Bahrain midfield maestro 
Mahmood Al Ajmi.

Dodoz was presented with the 
first chance of the match but the 
forward was denied by an excel-
lent save by Gokulam goalkeeper 
Bilal Khan.

Gokulam returned the favour 
a few minutes later when Mo-

hammad Rashid's long ranger 
was thwarted by Lalawmpuia. 
The visitors started to dominate 
the proceedings and they were 
unlucky as Arjun Jayaraj's curling 
effort flew just wide of the target.

Gokulam were awarded a pen-
alty when Henry Kissekka's shot 
from inside the box struck Lal-

chawnkima's 
arm and the 
referee pointed 
to the spot. Al 
Ajmi stepped 
up and made 

no mistake, scoring his third goal 
of the season.

Alfred Jaryan had a wonder-
ful chance to level the scores for 
Aizawl after he was released by 
Andrei Ionescu's killer pass but 
the winger could not find the 
back of the net as goalkeeper Bilal 
stood firm.

At the hour-mark, Bilal was in 

the receiving end when he slipped 
Alfred's cross a few minutes later 
which fell to Dodoz and the striker 
found the back of the net from 
close range.

The goal proved to be vital as 
Aizawl retrieved the rhythm in 
their game. 

Bino Geroge introduced Naga 
striker Kivi Zhimomi in place of Al 
Ajmi but it was the home side who 
went all guns blazing.

Dodoz skipped past Rashid 
and wrong-footed the goalkeeper 
to rattle the net once again in the 
74th minute.

Aizawl scored their third goal 
four minutes later when Khawl-
hring Lalthathanga's corner was 
weakly fisted away by Bilal before 
it fell right in the path of Lalkhaw-
puimawia who hammered the 
ball past the Gokulam defenders 
to notch up his third goal of the 
season.

display at Wembley on 
Sunday saw thousands 
of seats go unoccupied 
at the Emirates. The lines 
around the pitch were 
painted blue ahead 
of kick-off in case 
an expected snow 
shower covered the 
field.

Unfortunately 
f o r  t h e 
home fans 
t h a t  d i d 
b r a v e  t h e 
cold, that was 
the only novelty on a night 
of familiar failings from 
Wenger's men, who have 
now lost seven times in 
12 games this year. "Do 
you want the fans to be 
happy when you are 3-0 
down? I am surprised you 
are surprised," continued 

Wenger.
"It was combination 

of the weather conditions 
and the fact we had a big 
disappointment on Sun-
day."
Clinical City 

Arsenal had even 
started the brighter 
as Ederson prevent-
ed Vincent Kom-

pany turn-
i n g  i n t o 
h i s  o w n 
n e t  b e -

fore  Hen-
rikh Mkhitaryan stung 
the palms of the Brazilian 
goalkeeper with a drive 
from the edge of the box.
However, they never re-
covered from the sucker 
punch of City's opener 
on 15 minutes as Sane 
weaved away from three 

Arsenal challenges on the 
left and teed up Bernardo 
Silva to cut inside onto his 
favoured left foot and curl 
into the top corner.

City showed their more 
clinical touch in the final 
third again just before the 
half hour mark. Sane was 
involved once more before 
Sergio Aguero played in 
David Silva to slot home at 
Petr Cech's near post.

City then exhibited 
their speed on the coun-
ter-attack for a third five 
minutes later as Aguero, 
Kevin de Bruyne and Kyle 
Walker combined to set up 
Sane to tap home his 12th 
goal of the season.

Guardiola celebrated 
his 100th game in charge 
of City by hailing his side's 
focus to not let compla-

cency seep in despite their 
huge lead at the top.

"People always think 
'a lot of points in front, we 
can relax' and we did the 
opposite," said Guardiola.

"It is never easy if you 
are not focused against 
teams like Arsenal. We 
were (focused) and so far 
we make an amazing Pre-
mier League season."

Arsenal's anguish was 
rounded off seven minutes 
into the second period 
when Nicolas Otamendi 
chopped down Mkhitary-
an inside the area.

Aubameyang took re-
sponsiblity from the spot, 
but the lack of conviction 
in his penalty reflected 
Arsenal's performance as 
Ederson saved comfort-
ably low to his left.

Championships here on 
Friday. Navjot thrashed 
Japan's Miya Imai 9-1 in 
the final to emerge cham-
pion in the women's 65 
kilogram category.

Olympic medallist 
Sakshi Malik took bronze 
in the women's 62kg cat-
egory with a hard fought 
10-7 win in the play-off 
over Ayaulym Kassymova 
of Kazhakstan.

India now have a med-
al tally of one gold, one 
silver and four bronze in 
the competition.

Zagreb, Mar. 2 (reuters): Croatia’s state 
attorney has charged Croatia interna-
tional and Real Madrid midfielder Luka 
Modric with giving false testimony in a 
criminal trial, the attorney’s office in the 
eastern city of Osijek said on Friday.

The statement did not name Modric, 
as is a standard practice in Croatia, but 
said it charged a 32-year old Croatian 
citizen, citing details from his testimony. 
Croatian media including state television 
reported that Modric was charged.

Modric testified last year at the trial 
of a tax official and three former senior 
officials from the soccer club Dinamo 
Zagreb, including its former chief execu-
tive Zdravko Mamic, about the dates of 
signing the annexes to his professional 

contracts which regulated transfer fees.
The state attorney’s office said last 

June it was investigating Modric for an 
alleged false testimony. Modric testified 
as a witness at the trial of tax and Dinamo 
officials on charges that they avoided 
paying 12.2 million kuna ($2.02 million) 
in taxes and diverted 116 million kuna 
from the soccer club. Modric moved to 
Tottenham from Dinamo Zagreb in 2008. 
He joined Real Madrid in 2012.

Modric could not immediately be 
reached for comment. Asked for com-
ment, a Real Madrid spokesperson 
said:“Our official comments are made 
through our official media channels.” If 
convicted, Modric would face a jail term 
of between six months and five years.

London, Mar. 2 (reuters): 
Lewis Hamilton declared 
his new Mercedes to be 
the big sister of last year’s 
temperamental title win-
ner but Formula One’s 
first pre-season test of 
2018 still left plenty of 
room for conjecture.

The four-times world 
champion, who can ex-
pect to start the campaign 
in Australia on March 25 
as a favourite, said bad 
weather, a resurfaced 
and smoother track and 
heavier cars had made 
comparisons tricky.

Hamilton was fast-
est over the opening four 
days at Barcelona’s Circuit 
de Catalunya with a lap of 
one minute 19.333 sec-
onds on Thursday, after 
snow and rain blew out 
Wednesday’s track action.

The time was quicker 
already than anything the 
Briton did in 2017 pre-
season testing, when Mer-
cedes were behind only 
Ferrari, and not far off the 
1:19.301 that team mate 

Manchester (England), 
Mar. 2 (reuters): Man-
chester United’s Swed-
ish striker Zlatan Ibra-
himovic is expected to 
leave the club at the end of 
the season, manager Jose 
Mourinho told a news 
conference on Friday.

The 36-year-old Ibra-
himovic, who joined 
United in 2016 and is out 
of contract after this cam-
paign, has been linked 
by the British media with 
a move to Major League 
Soccer team LA Galaxy.

Mourinho said Ibra-
himovic could leave Old 
Trafford in May but did 
not know whether the 
Swede would call time 
on his career or look for a 
new challenge in a differ-
ent league.

“For Zlatan, we all 
think it’s his last season at 
Manchester United and 
it will be a very personal 
decision for him to play or 
to stop,” Mourinho said.

“I think he has won the 
right of choosing his life, 
his future, such an amaz-
ing player and amazing 
career that only that aw-

ful injury in the wrong 
moment broke a fantas-
tic couple of seasons he 
could and should have 
with us.”

Ibrahimovic, who said 
on Thursday he had not 
closed the door on play-
ing at this year’s World 
Cup, has not featured for 
United since a 45-minute 
cameo versus Burnley in 
the Premier League last 
December following a se-
rious knee injury.

He was United’s top 
scorer last season with 28 
goals in 46 appearanc-
es, helping them win the 
League Cup and Europa 
League.

“This season has been 

really difficult for him,” 
Mourinho said.“He’s not 
injured. Does he feel to-
tally happy, ready and 
convinced that he’s in con-
dition to help the team in 
this moment? No, but he’s 
such an honest guy and 
such a champion he only 
wants to be back with that 
feeling of‘I’m totally ready 
for it’.

“So he’s working hard 
and hopefully his evolu-
tion brings him to that 
level he wants to have a 
positive answer.”

United, who are sec-
ond in the Premier League 
but 16 points adrift of 
Manchester City, visit 
Crystal Palace on Monday.

Valtteri Bottas produced 
on day six of last year.

And he did it on the 
medium Pirelli tyres, 
slower than the ones used 
by Ferrari — whose best 
lap was a 1:19.673 by Se-
bastian Vettel on softs on 
Tuesday. But plunging 
track temperatures made 
it hard to get heat into the 
tyres.

“The track is quicker 
than it was in the past, 
much smoother. A lot 

more grip,” offered Hamil-
ton by way of explanation.

“It’s difficult to say 
whether the car’s that 
much better or how much 
of that is the track and how 
much is the grip. And how 
much of that is the tyres.

“So over the next days, 
I guess next week, we’ll get 
a better understanding.”

The second, and final, 
four-day test in Barcelona 
starts next Tuesday.

Hamilton felt the new 

W09 seemed a much bet-
ter car than last year’s‘diva’, 
a nickname bestowed on it 
early on by team boss Toto 
Wolff for its sometimes 
twitchy and temperamen-
tal behaviour.

If he felt ready to race 
in Melbourne, he recog-
nised there was still plenty 
of work to lay the“building 
blocks for a title fight”.

“But we have no idea 
where people are,” he 
added.“It looks like Red 

Bull’s quite quick, looks 
like the Ferrari’s quite 
quick but no-one really 
knows anything.”

One certainty is that 
the cars are heavier to 
handle as a result of the 
new halo head protection 
device, which adds at least 
another seven kilograms.

However, teams test 
with a variety of fuel loads 
and settings, which makes 
a comparison of the times 
fairly meaningless.

Other take-aways 
from the track were that 
Honda had moved on 
from their failed partner-
ship with McLaren and 
made a big step up in reli-
ability after switching to 
Toro Rosso, who did more 
laps than anyone.

McLaren appeared to 
be settling in well with 
new engine provider Re-
nault, whose works team 
has been tipped by Wolff 
to make the biggest step 
up of any this year. Force 
India completed the few-
est laps, just behind Haas.


