
Scenes of destruction caused by a storm that swept across Mokokchung district. 
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Neiphiu Rio with representatives from NDPP, BJP, JD (U) and an independent candidate on Sun. at the Raj Bhavan in Kohima.  
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Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Mar. 4 (EMN): 
Chief ministerial candi-
date of the Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) and Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) alli-
ance, Neiphiu Rio has on 
Sun. called on Governor 
PB Acharya at the Raj Bha-
van, Kohima to stake claim 
to form the next govern-
ment in Nagaland. 

Rio is said to have in-
formed the governor that 
he has the support of 32 
MLAs: the NDPP-BJP al-
liance won 30 seats and 
has the support of one 
independent MLA and 
one JD (U) MLA taking the 
number to 32 seats, and 
past the magic figure of 31. 
He also handed over letters 
of support from the BJP 
party as well as from JD (U) 
and independent MLAs. 

Rio was accompanied 
by BJP national general 
secretary Ram Madhav, 
BJP Nagaland president 
Visasolie Lhoungu, NDPP 
president Chingwang 
Konyak, newly elected JD 
(U) MLA G Kaito Aye, and 
the newly elected lone 

independent MLA Tong-
pang Ozukum, and NDPP 
general secretaries Abu 
Metha and Rusemtong 
Longkumer.

The governor is said 
to have told Rio to prove 
his majority by produc-
ing support letters of the 
MLAs who were with him. 
In a late night develop-
ment, Rio told NDTV that 
the two NPP MLAs have 
agreed to join the alliance 
and was expecting letter of 
support at the earliest.  

According to a release 
from PRO Raj Bhavan, Rio 
expressed confidence that 
the NDPP and BJP alliance 
would be able to form a 
stable government in the 
state as the numbers were 
on their side. 

The swearing-in cer-
emony of the new ministry 
will be held either on Mar. 
7 or 8th, depending on 
PMO approval as Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi is 
also expected to attend the 
ceremony. Unlike other 
years, the ceremony has 
been scheduled to be held 
at Khouchiezie (Kohima 
local ground), according 
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Don't grieve. Anything 
you lose comes round 

in another form. 

~ Rumi
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thik thak para. 

~ Arien
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We become more discerning 
about our choices as we 
mature — Dia Mirza | P10

to sources from the NDPP.   
Meanwhile, Chief Min-

ister TR Zeliang is also re-
ported to have called on the 
governor Sun. afternoon 
with some of the elected 
NPF MLAs and claimed to 
form the next government 
as NPF has emerged as the 
single largest party in the 
recently conducted general 
elections to the 13th Naga-
land Legislative Assembly 
(NLA).

PRO stated in the re-
lease that Zeliang also in-
formed the governor that 

he enjoyed the support of 
other elected members.

“Governor Acharya 
has instructed TR Zeliang 
to prove his majority by 
bringing the letter of sup-
port from the supporting 
MLAs. The Governor stat-
ed that once he is satisfied 
that a party has the major-
ity; he will act according to 
the Constitution of India,” 
the release said.

The NDPP has, during 
the recently concluded 
assembly elections, won 
18 seats out of 60 and its 

pre-poll ally BJP won 12 
while ruling NPF won 26 
and NPF ally NPP won two 
seats. The JD (U), which 
recently affirmed its alli-
ance with NPF decided to 
ditch the latter post dec-
laration of election result 
and pledged allegiance 
to NDPP-BJP coalition on 
Mar. 3 evening. Tongpang 
Ozukum, the only success-
ful independent candidate 
in the 2018 election has 
also pledged his support 
to the NDPP-BJP alliance 
and the leadership of Rio.

The NPF and BJP who 
had been alliance partners 
since 2003, parted ways 
just before the assembly 
elections after the latter 
entered into a seat sharing 
agreement (20-40) with 
the NDPP.

However, the NPF is 
said to still be keen on 
joining hands with the 
BJP to form the govern-
ment. While this could 
not be confirmed, a senior 
NPF legislator who also ac-
companied Zeliang to Raj 
Bhavan said it was crucial 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, March 3: The fact 
that even the state’s election of-
fice was without any accurate 
data regarding the final result 
to the 2018 Nagaland assembly 
elections way past midnight on 
March 3 was the clearest indi-
cation to the uncertainty that 
defined Nagaland politics for 
a few tumultuous hours after 
completion of counting votes. 

However, the emergence 
of the NDPP-BJP combine – 
bolstered by the joining of an 
independent candidate and 
another from the Janata Dal 
(United) – in the early hours 
of March 4 also provided a 
window to a parallel pattern 
that was already in play even 
before the negotiations were 
underway. 

De s p i t e  t h e  a d a m a n t 
stance of the Naga People’s 
Front (NPF) that its alliance 
with the BJP was still on – a 
gobsmackingly brazen state-
ment considering the way it 
had branded the BJP as an out-

sider during the election cam-
paign – the BJP had refused to 
take the bait.

With 12 seats out of 20, 
it stuck with the NDPP and 
– this is crucial – even as the 
NPF leaders were busy feeding 
news agencies with comments 
containing suggestions that 
it was set to form the govern-
ment with the help of the BJP, 
the NDPP turned its attention 
toward garnering the support 
of those outside the NDPP-BJP 
combine.

With the benefit of hind-
sight, it can now be clearly 
seen that the NPF as well as 
the now-decimated Nagaland 
Pradesh Congress Committee 
had based their electoral cam-
paigns on the issue of faith and 
identity – with the implied as-
sertion that those on the other 
side of their divide were on the 
wrong end of faith and identity. 

Even the Baptists churches, 
under the banner of the Naga-
land Baptist Church Council 
(NBCC), had launched an all-

out campaign asking voter not 
to choose ‘those with com-
munal agenda’ but rather opt 
for ‘Naga identity.’ The irony 
of a faith-based group asking 
voters to choose ‘god-fearing’ 
candidates while denouncing 
‘communal parties’ was appar-
ently lost on the NBCC. 

On this score, the NBCC did 
not come out untainted espe-
cially when it had launched 
such a vigorous campaign for 
clean elections across the state. 
The NBCC however issued a 
press statement clarifying that 
it was neither in support nor 
against any political party.  

The religion card was also 
played to the hilt by the NPF 
as well as the Congress. While 
this struck chord among some, 
the fact that the BJP managed 
to win 12 seats out of the 20 it 
contested suggests that some-
thing else mattered more than 
religion. 

Development was the key-
word – and the winning riposte 
–that clinched the argument 

for the NDPP-BJP combine. 
Along with newspaper ads as-
suring development, even the 
political campaigns of the al-
liance’s star campaigners were 
focused solely on the promise 
of development in the state. 

The final reading comes 
down to this: the NPF played 
to the gallery riding on the 
‘emotion’ of identity and faith 
while the NDPP-BJP combine 
presented hard and cold eco-
nomics. The fact that whoever 
forms the government would 
be crucial to the expected Naga 
solution warranted no repeti-
tion.

In a Christian-dominated 
state, the BJP was projected 
as a major threat to the Naga 
people by most political par-
ties as well as the powerful 
NBCC. While the NBCC and 
the Congress cautioned the 
citizens about the spread of 
Hindutva, the president of NPF 
Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu had 
urged Nagas “not to gamble 
their faith with politics” and 

termed this election as choice 
between Naga identify and 
‘outsiders’.

In response the Union Min-
ister of State for Home Affairs 
Kiren Rijiju, rubbished the 
“anti-Christian allegations” 
and said his party was clear 
that interest of the majority 
Christian people have to be 
protected at all cost. 

“The allegations that the 
BJP party supports anti-Chris-
tian activities are completely 
baseless because BJP has been 
fighting to protect the interest 
of Christians in the state and 
also national level,” Rijiju had 
said.

The NDPP’s chief ministe-
rial candidate Neiphiu Rio had 
also vowed to protect the rights 
of the Nagas while thanking 
the church organisation for ex-
pressing concern.  The NDPP-
BJP alliance had the riposte. 

However the same cannot 
be said of the NPF. Because the 
NDPP-BJP combine cantered 
its campaign on development 

and nothing else. And in re-
sponse, the NPF had practi-
cally nothing to show. 

Even when Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi addressed an 
election rally at Tuensang it 
was conspicuous that he did 
not attempt to respond to 
any of the ‘communal poli-
tics’. Instead, all he talked was 
development –in a district 
considered as one of the most-
poverished in the state.

Even Rio followed the same 
blueprint. By assuring devel-
opment in the state, they were 
successful in illuminating the 
failures of the incumbent gov-
ernment to deliver the same.    

Before leaving Tuensang, 
Modi had managed to strike 
chord with the people there 
when he pleaded, ‘Moi eman 
dur pura ahishe. Naga laga 
neyom pura moi ke khali haat 
naputhabi’ (Do not send me 
back empty-handed). His wish 
has been granted now. It now 
remains to be seen if he can 
deliver on his promises.   

that the BJP and NPF re-
mained alliance partners 
otherwise it would nega-
tively impact the ruling 
government in neighbour-
ing Manipur. NPF cur-
rently has four MLAs in the 
treasury bench in Manipur 
assembly alongside BJP, in 
an alliance.

Another senior NPF 
MLA said the party was 
still confident to form the 
government as it still has 
the support of NPP and JD 
(U). But when pointed out 
that the JD (U) had already 
announced its decision to 
support rival NDPP-BJP 
alliance, he said NPF was 
still positive. In the event 
it failed to garner the sup-
port of the decisive figure, 
they would put up a strong 
opposition force in the as-
sembly.

Sources said the gov-
ernor has given chief min-
ister Zeliang 48 hours to 
prove his majority by pro-
ducing evidence of support 
from the elected members 
he was claiming to be on 
his side. If Rio does not 
prove his majority before 
that, Governor Acharya is 
said to have told Zeliang he 
can continue as chief min-
ister till Mar. 13. The tenure 

of the current Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly will 
expire on Mar. 13.

Mention may be made 
here that NPF Manipur 
president Awangbow New-
mai and NPP Manipur 
president Thangminlen 
Kipgen have written to BJP 
national president Amit 
Shah on Sun. expressing 
that the NPF, BJP and NPP 
should form the govern-
ment in Nagaland as the 
NPF and NPP were already 
alliance partners of the 
BJP-led government in 
Manipur. They asked Shah 
to intervene immediately 
‘in the interest of Nagaland 
in particular and the whole 
of north-east at large’.

Currently the BJP has 
31 legislators in Manipur, 
supported by 4 each from 
NPP and NPF, and one 
each from LJP and inde-
pendent; raising the total 
to 41. Initially the BJP had 
21 MLAs but it reached the 
current figure after 9 INC 
and 1 AITC joined the BJP.

In case the NPF de-
cides to sever ties with 
the BJP in Manipur, the 
latter will still be left with 
37 MLAs in the Manipur 
assembly. The INC has 
only 19 MLAs. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Mar. 4 (EMN): 
Ever since the announce-
ment to the just concluded 
13th Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly general election 
2018 was made, the estab-
lishment of the chief elec-
toral officer of Nagaland 
had set up a media cell to 
share ‘accurate and first 
hand information.’ 

Unfortunately, there 
has been lots of ‘miscom-
munication and misinfor-
mation’ within the CEO of-
fice hampering journalists 
from reporting accurate 
and updated information. 
‘Correct and updated in-
formation’ almost always 
arrived the next day from 
the CEO’s office. 

Journalists in Kohima 

chasing deadline were left frustrated by 
a supply of ‘corrected statements’ in the 
evening which were inevitably followed 
by another ‘re-corrected statement’ from 
the CEO’s office.  

Almost on a daily basis journal-
ists had to contend with ‘latest update 
available’ from the election office even 
though they were not the final/accurate 
data. The problem was shared with of-
ficials in concern and they were also 
apologetic.  An official reasoned ‘this is 
the first time that functions of Return-
ing Officers (ROs) were decentralised by 
appointing 55 officers and that the ROs 
were mostly new and some in remote 
areas spread across the state’. 

Apart from the obvious lack of expe-
rience, bad network connectivity also 
contributed to the CEO office receiving 
updates late, it was informed. There were 
also instances of official statements get-
ting leaked through the internet before 
press conferences or media interactions.           

Also on the counting day despite 
clear instructions from the Election De-
partment to all DCs and DEOs for free 
passage to press and media personnel 
with authorised letters during counting 
process, there were reports of denial of 
entry to media and press personnel in 
many districts.

Even in Kohima, some reporters were 
not allowed to enter inside the DC’s of-
fice despite producing authorisation 
letter from the ECI. Only after the CEO’s 
office was contacted, they were allowed 
inside.  

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Mar. 4: More than 20 
houses were damaged as a severe 
storm swept across Mokokchung 
district last Sat., according to a report 
from the Mokokchung District Dis-
aster Management Authority (MD-
DMA).

The Deputy Commissioner of 
Mokokchung Sachin Jaiswal, who 
is also the chairman of MDDMA, 
informed that harsh winds damaged 
two houses in Chuchuyimpang vil-

lage. Fourteen houses were ‘com-
pletely destroyed’ in Yaongyimti. Mi-
nor damages were also reported from 
Mongsenyimti and longkong village.    

It was reported that a marketing 
shed belonging to Mongsenyimti vil-
lage council was burnt down by some 
miscreants last Sat. night.

He informed that emergency relief 
fund (ERF) will be sanctioned shortly 
after assessment of the damages. 
Minor damages were also reported in 
Mokokchung town.

Dimapur, Mar. 3 (EMN): The 
Nagaland Pradesh Congress 
Committee (NPCC) has refused 
to ‘honour accept’ the verdict of 
2018 Nagaland assembly elec-
tions as ‘democratic mandate’.  
In a press release issued on 
Sun. the NPCC stated that the 
just concluded election was 
reduced to an auction of votes. 
“The reason for Congress’ elec-
tion debacle is for our inability 
to beat the power of corrupt 
money. We have lost the battle 
to corrupt money. 

“...The verdict is also a re-
flection of the people of Naga-
land before the world that Na-
galand is a corrupt society. It is 
a shameful reflection. Congress 
does not belong to such corrupt 
society,” the statement read. 

Dimapur, Mar. 3 (EMN): The chief 
ministerial candidate of NDPP 
Neiphiu Rio has ‘strongly refuted’ a 
quote attributed to him by national 
news agency in which he was re-
ported as saying that a ‘Naga peace 
agreement will be signed on August 
10’ this year. 

A press release on Sun. stated 
that the statement was bereft of 
truth and ‘far from the ethics of 
journalism’ since Rio had not made 

any such statement on any occa-
sion or in any interview. The report, 
it stated, was merely an attempt to 
mislead people. 

“The Naga political issue is a 
sensitive issue and therefore, it is 
requested to one and all to refrain 
from concocting and circulating 
such fabricated reports without 
verifying the same as it is not in the 
interest or welfare of the people,” 
the statement read.

Dimapur, Mar. 3 (EMN): The chief electoral 
officer of Nagaland on Sun. announced that 
slot for 6 Tenning assembly constituency 
has been bagged by NDPP candidate, Namri 
Nchang. 

It was informed that the Election Com-
mission of India has accepted the decision 
to give said seat to the NDPP after considera-
tion. The initial confusion which had NPF as 
the winner has been attributed to an error by 
the returning officer. 

The seat will now go to NDPP, which is in 
alliance with the BJP, taking the total number 
of seats to 32.  

Also in a statement the Janata Dal (Unit-
ed) has affirmed its support to the NDPP-BJP 
alliance. The party’s national spokesperson, 
KC Tyagi issued a press statement extending 
support to the NDPP-BJP combine. 
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

New Delhi, Mar. 4 (IANS): A sec-
toral approach could be a good 
way to increase the participation 
of women in the Indian work-
force, industry chamber CII said on 
Sunday, while noting that greater 
female participation in the work-
force would significantly boost the 
country’s growth as also improve 
socio-economic conditions.

In the released research paper 
titled “Declining Female Labour 
Force Participation in India: Con-
cerns, Causes and Policy Options”, 
the Confederation of Indian Indus-
try (CII) has examined the sectoral 
trends of women’s participation in 
the labour force over the years and 
has identified manufacturing and 
services sectors that would attract 
female workers.

“Greater participation of wom-
en in the workforce is a double 
win-win situation as this would 

significantly boost India’s growth 
prospects and also improve socio-
economic conditions,” CII Director 
General Chandrajit Banerjee said 
in a statement here.

India has experienced a con-
tinuous decline, over the last two 
decades, in its Female Labour 
Force Participation Rate (FLFPR), 
which stood at only 27.4 per cent in 
2015-16, as per data from the Fifth 
Annual Employment-Unemploy-
ment Survey (2015-16) published 
by the Labour Bureau.

Analysing data from various 
rounds of National Sample Survey, 
the CII report says that the propor-
tion of women in the manufactur-
ing sector is higher than that of 
men in both rural and urban areas.

“About 29 per cent of urban 
women are engaged in the sector as 
compared to 22 per cent of urban 
men. In rural areas, 9.8 per cent of 

women are engaged in the sector as 
compared to 8.1 per cent of men,” a 
CII statement said. 

“Manufacturing sub-sectors 
with high employment elastic-
ity could be a major employment 
provider for women. Specifically, 
employment intensive sub-sectors 
such as textiles and apparel, food 
and beverage, pharmaceuticals, 
electronics, etcetera, can offer 
good opportunities for women,” it 
added. According to the industry 
body, the services sector is a pre-
ferred choice for women, especially 
in urban areas, where 40 per cent 
of working women are engaged, 
compared to only 21 per cent of 
working men.

“Sub-sectors such as beauty 
and wellness, healthcare, IT and 
tourism have high potential for 
employing women as these are 
projected to grow and create more 

jobs,” it said.
“Other upcoming sectors of 

interest for women include con-
struction, communications, and 
financial services. Policies for 
boosting these sectors could en-
courage more women to enter the 
workforce.” “A key CII suggestion is 
to improve the health and nutrition 
of women through targeted health 
policies,” Banerjee said.

“Skill training close to place of 
residence, access to finance, and 
digital and financial literacy are 
some of the other important rec-
ommendations,” he added.

The report also emphasised the 
need for encouraging and facili-
tating women entrepreneurship, 
improving workplace conditions 
such as the provision of safe and 
inexpensive transport, clean wash-
rooms, affordable childcare, equal 
pay, among others.

New Delhi, Mar. 4 (IANS): 
The CBI on Sunday took 
K a r t i  C h i d a m b a r a m , 
son of Congress leader P. 
Chidambaram, for ques-
tioning in the INX Media 
alleged bribery case, an 
official said.

The Central Bureau of 
Investigation official told 
IANS that Karti left for 
Mumbai at 8 a.m., in an Air 
India flight.

Karti allegedly received 
Rs 3.5 crore from the Mum-
bai-based INX Media, now 
known as 9X Media, for 
helping it get Foreign In-
vestment Promotion Board 
(FIPB) clearance in 2007, 
when it was run by Peter 
and Indrani Mukerjea, both 

accused in the Sheena Bora 
murder case.

Indrani Mukherjea, an 
accused in the case, had 
told a magistrate that Karti 
had met her in a Delhi hotel 
and demanded $1 million 
in bribe for the FIPB clear-
ance.

According to officials 
he would be confronted 
with the Mukherjeas, who 
are currently lodged in a 
Mumbai jail.

A CBI court on March 1 
had sent Karti Chidambar-
am to five day custody till 
March 6.

He was arrested on 
Wednesday from the Chen-
nai airport soon after he 
landed from London.

Kochi, Mar. 4 (PTI):  Buoyed by it’s victory 
in the assembly polls in Christian majority 
northeastern states, BJP today sought to 
reach out to Kerala’s Christian community, 
saying the party-led government under 
Narendra Modi was working for all sections 
of society in the country.

Senior BJP leader and Union Minister 
Ravishankar Prasad, addressing a function 
organised by Kerala’s Church-run Deepika 
daily, also showered praise on Cardinal 
George Alencherry,head of the influential 
Syro-Malabar Catholic Church, saying he 
has profound regard for him.

“I always have a great respect for his 
spirituality,” he said at the function, attend-
ed by some senior priests of the Church, 

among others.
“When I am here I also pay my respect 

to the Cardinal,who personally conveyed 
a message to me that I must come here,” 
he said.

Alencherry was not present at the 
function.

The statement by the Minister for Un-
ion Law and Justice, Electronics and IT as-
sumes significance in wake of BJP seeking 
to expand its base in the political landscape 
of Kerala, dominated by CPI(M)-led LDF 
and Congress-led UDF.

Prasad said that the decisive defeat of 
CPI(M) in Tripura would “now unleash a 
new programme, a new awakening” and 
he was certain that in Kerala also “BJP will 

find equal place.”
“I wish to convey here, after Goa, BJP 

has won handsomely in Nagaland and also 
done remarkably well in Meghalaya.”

“Nagaland is 75 per cent plus Chris-
tians, we had 20 candidates and 11 won. 
It is a new kind of resonance...because of 
performance and the leadership of the 
Prime Minister”, he said, adding that all 
sections of society are happy with the Modi 
government.

“Today BJP is ruling nearly 70 per cent 
of India-- 21 states and Government of 
India,” Prasad said.

Earlier, talking to reporters, he referred 
to yesterday’s Assembly election results 
and said BJP was now rising in all parts of 

India.
“And what is a matter of great pleasure 

for me is to note that Goa -- good number 
of Christian population, Nagaland, Meg-
halaya, Tripura-- many of these states have 
majority Christian population, where BJP 
has done so well,”Prasad said.

The BJP leader also criticised the politi-
cal violence happening in Kerala, ruled by 
the CPI(M)-led LDF government.

“I have only appeal--in a democracy 
everyone must have their ideas. The rise 
of BJP, the expansion of BJP in Kerala must 
be allowed to go without trying to stop it 
by violence.

Violence does not have a place,” he 
said.

New Delhi, Mar. 4 (IANS): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Sunday said 
his government has worked towards 
the emotional integration of the 
northeast and only integration can 
counter radicalisation.

Modi was addressing a state-level 
Youth Convention at Tumakuru in 
Karnataka, via video conference on 
the theme -- ‘Youth Power: A vision 
for New India.’ 

“Over the last four years, the Cen-
tral government has resolved for emo-
tional integration of the northeast and 
has achieved success,” Modi said. 

The convention at Tumakuru has 
been organised to mark the Silver Ju-
bilee Celebrations of the Ramakrish-
na Vivekananda Ashram, Tumakuru, 

to celebrate the 125th anniversary of 
Swami Vivekananda’s address in Chi-
cago and to celebrate Sister Nivedita’s 
150th birth anniversary.

Modi said he tries to meet the 

youth as much as possible to under-
stand their hopes and aspirations 
and work accordingly. He said the 
focus of commemorations was Swami 
Vivekananda. 

Noting that there was a united 
resolve at various levels to achieve 
independence during the freedom 
struggle, Modi said the youth should 
devote their energies to nation-build-
ing. 

Modi also recalled the govern-
ment’s efforts to enhance avenues 
for the youth and spoke of Mudra 
Yojana, self-employment and skill 
development. 

The Prime Minister said that the 
youth today wish to learn from the 
past for a better present and future.

Malappuram (Kerala) 
Mar. 4 (IANS): Kanam Ra-
jendran was on Sunday 
unanimously elected for a 
second three-year term as 
the Kerala secretary of the 
Communist Party of India 
(CPI).

The 67-year-old vet-
eran trade union leader is a 
former two-time legislator. 
Rajendran first became the 
secretary at the Kottayam 
state conference in 2015, 
and on Sunday he was 
given another term.

There is a section in the 
party which is opposed to 
Rajendran and is headed 
by former Kerala Minister 
and former Rajya Sabha 
member K.E. Ismail. They 
tried to put up a candi-
date against Rajendran but 
failed after former Kerala 
Minister and senior legisla-
tor C. Divakaran withdrew 
from the contest after ini-
tially agreeing to it.

Divakaran decided to 
back out after he felt that 

the best way to maintain 
unity in the party was to 
avoid a contest.

Later, speaking to the 
media, Rajendran said he 
will continue to promote 
the need for Left unity.

“I will also be very care-
ful and cautious as I go for-
ward as the state secretary. 
Those who are unhappy 
with what is happening 
can approach the higher 
bodies in our party,” said 
Rajendran, dropping hints 
that his detractors in the 
party will be after him.

The CPI is the second 
biggest ally in the ruling 
Pinarayi Vijayan govern-
ment.

Rajendran has time 
and again taken up cudg-
els against Vijayan and the 
latest grouse is on aligning 
with the Congress. While 
the CPI is keen to have an 
electoral tie-up with the 
Congress, the Vijayan fac-
tion in the CPI-M is dead 
against it.

Hyderabad, Mar. 3 (IANS):  
Telangana Chief Minister 
K. Chandrasekhar Rao on 
Saturday said an alterna-
tive to both BJP and Con-
gress would emerge soon 
to bring qualitative change 
in the Indian politics.

He told reporters that 
the talks in this regard 
had already started and 
it would soon take some 
shape.

The Telangana Rashtra 
Samithi (TRS) President 
claimed that people want 
change as the present po-
litical system had miser-
ably failed and said he was 
ready to play an active role 
in bringing that change.

“I am 64. If I can help 
bring the change and serve 
the country for few years, 
I will definitely do it,” he 
said.

KCR, as Rao is pop-
ularly known, believes 
that the once the process 
for change begins, it will 
spread like wildfire.

“The country has to 
move in new direction. 
People should think about 
it otherwise we will remain 
the same. How long we will 
hear stories of the progress 
in the US and China,” he 
asked.

“Change should come 
in the people. The tools for 
this change could be coali-
tion, front, or anything,” 
he said.

Stating that there is no 
difference between the 
BJP and Congress, he said 
these two parties were 
in power for almost the 
entire period since inde-
pendence but even after 70 
years there is no qualitative 
change.

“No qualitative change 

could be seen by people 
even after 70 years of dem-
ocratic exercise. This is un-
fortunate. People are vexed 
now,” he said.

The TRS chief did not 
attach any significance to 
Saturday’s results in three 
northeastern states, where 
BJP has done well. “You 
will have different results 
in different states,” he said.

He said BJP could bring 
no changes. He criticized it 
for not doing anything for 
farmers.

“If tomorrow Congress 
comes to power, noth-
ing will change. Only the 
names of the schemes will 
change,” he said.

“Qualitative change is 
not taking place in both 
the regimes. What has hap-
pened so far is unsatisfac-
tory. Why there are naxal-
ites in this country. Why 
there is so much unrest. 
Why there are social fights 
everywhere. Why Dalits 
and tribals are fighting,” 
he asked.

KCR also did not rule 
out joining hands with 
Telugu Desam Party (TDP), 
a partner in BJP-led NDA 
government at the Cen-
tre. TDP, the ruling party 
in neighbouring Andhra 
Pradesh, has threatened 
to walk out of the alliance 
over the BJP not fulfilling 
the commitments made to 
the state.

Recalling that he was 
the first Chief Minister to 
support demonetisation, 
KCR said he thought it will 
yield dividends and curb 
black money. Similarly, 
he supported Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) as he 
thought the move would 
improve taxation.

Kolkata, Mar. 4 (PTI): Railway Board 
chairman Ashwani Lohani today 
hinted at a change in flexi-fare sys-
tem in premium trains, saying there 
will be some tweaking which will 
benefit both passengers and rail-
ways.

Lohani, who earlier headed Air 
India, said flexi pricing structure 
works well in competitive transpor-
tation like the airlines, where private 
operators vie with each other to 
increase occupancy.

But when it comes to trains, the 
Indian Railways is the only passen-
ger service operator and flexi-fare 
system may not be conducive for 
passengers, the Railway Board chair-

man said.

In the present flexi-fare system, 
train fares go up as soon as a certain 
number of seats are booked in pre-
mium trains.

“There will be some tweaking in 
some areas which will be beneficial 
to both passengers and the railways,” 
Lohani said.

Railway minister Piyush Goyal 
had earlier said that instead of flexi-
fares, a dynamic pricing system was 
being considered where discounts 
could be given during off season.

The fares would automatically 
adjust through artificial intelligence, 
algorithms or technology, to help 

trains have more occupancy, thus 
maximising revenues, the minister 
had said.

On a visit to the city to review 
progress of work in Eastern, South 
Eastern and Metro Railways head-
quartered here, the chairman said 
that overall punctuality of passenger 
trains stood at 70 to 75 per cent.

“While punctuality is an issue, 
safety is also of great concern and 
we have laid utmost stress on track 
maintenance and repairs,” he said.

Stating that track maintenance 
work leads to delay in train move-
ment, he said this is a vicious circle 
but safety is foremost and has been 
given priority over punctuality.

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 17.8 8.6 12.7 75 5.2

ZBT 13.5 7.6 9.9 91 NIL

MON NIL

TUENSANG 16.2 10 3.3 48 5.1

MKG 18.1 8.2 2.1 36 8.2

PHEK 21 11.2 12.1 69 NIL

KIPHIRE NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 24 14.5 13.6 62 NIL

LONGLENG -

TSEMINYU 23.8 9.8 13.3 65 NIL

JALUKIE 27 17 17.1 100 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 21.2 14.6 17.1 98 15.2

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

PTI
Yogis from 94 countries perform yoga during the 4th day of 29th annual International Yoga Festival at 
Parmarth Niketan in Rishikesh on Sunday.

PTI
Karti Chidambaram leaves the Byculla Jail after meeting with former 
INX Media directors Indrani and Peter Mukherjea in the alleged 
connection in the INX Media corruption case, in Mumbai on Sunday. 

Health we come
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Wokha-Merapani road: Lotha Hoho wants payment to contractor stopped Three killed 
in accident 
in Lakhuti‘Satisfied the road work likely to be another failure’ 

Peraciezie church hosts rights advocacy; citizens told to know what is theirs 

First-time representatives 
vouch for change 

Couples For Christ hosts conferenceNagaland’s CEO thanks election stakeholders 

Tuensang to host recruitment to army  

Dimapur, Mar. 4 (EMN): The Lotha 
Hoho has expressed loss of confi-
dence in the National Highways and 
Infrastructure Development Corpo-
ration Limited (NHIDCL) of which 
the organisation stated was ‘not sin-
cere’ in working on the controversial 
Wokha-Merapani highway. 

The organisation issued a copy of 
a press release on Mar. 4 demanding 
that the Ministry of Road Transport & 
Highways stop paying ‘any running 
bill’ to the contractor without physi-
cal verification to ascertain the actual  
state of work.

According to the press release, the 
organisation had been observing for 
several months the progress of work 
on said road. Having been “satisfied 
that the ongoing road work is likely to 
be another failure,” the organisation 
had written to the Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways apprising 
the Centre about the ongoing reha-
bilitation-and-upgrade work on the 
Wokha-Merapani highway. 

The organisation has declared 
that the NHIDCL ‘is not sincere in the 
implementation of the said work.’ 
The group explained the details: The 
total length of the road is 60/585 kilo-
metres and the work is divided into 
three packages viz. 0/00 km to 26/00 
km for INR 65 crore; 26/00 t0 48/00 
km for INR 60 crore; and 48/00 km to 
60/585 km for INR 65 crore. 

“The tender for the said work had 
been accepted at 22% below sched-
uled rates and contract awarded to 
the M/S CS Infraconstruction Lim-
ited, Lucknow. The accepted tender 
rate at 22% below scheduled rates 
will reduce the work amount by INR 
41.80 crore which consequently will 
affect the overall quality of the work,” 
the press release stated. 

“That it is normally understood 
that the process of tendering and 
award of contract is to determine the 
capability of the contractors and the 
optimum rate; but not necessarily to 
choose the lowest tendered rate. The 
beneficiary fail to understand the 
reason why the NHIDCL had award-
ed the contract at such an extremely 
low rate!”

Further, the organisation stated 
that the head office of the NHIDCL 
(GM) in charge of the work was at 
Tezpur, and the ‘DGM’ at Sivasagar, 
both in Assam, “with no coordina-
tion office in Nagaland and hence 
not readily accessible from either 
side.”

The orgaisation informed to have 
met with the DGM at Sivasagar on 
Nov. 21 2017 requesting ‘compliance 
with specifications,’ to which the 
NHIDCL ‘agreed.’ However, the Lotha 
Hoho stated, in spite of repeated re-
quests for consultation, the NHIDCL 
had been refusing to meet with the 

‘beneficiary community monitoring-
vigilance committee.’

The organisation listed out a 
number of instances that allegedly 
pointed to the corporation failing to 
turn up at meetings and one when 
they failed to produce authorization. 

The Lotha Hoho explained fur-
ther that the contract was for reha-
bilitation and to upgrade the road to 
a two-lane facility with carriageway 
of 7.00 meters for the plain sector;  
and 5.50 meters for the hilly terrain. 
Therefore, the organisation stated, 
the “formation cutting” must include 
“the shoulders as well as provision” 
for a drain. 

“But the contractor is yet to start 
the widening earthwork; but instead 
started clearing the drain, has col-
lected many hume pipes for con-
struction of culverts, without widen-
ing; and has brought stone gravel and 
sand to start the surfacing,” the Lotha 
Hoho stated. 

Further, the organisation stated 
that the work order stipulates com-
pletion of the work within 12 months, 
i.e., by the end of Sept. 2018. The 
Lotha Hoho is not satisfied with the 
progress of the work: ‘It fails to un-
derstand as to why the contractor 
should not follow the specifications 
of the DPR.’ 

When queried about the reason 
for it, the organisation stated, “The 

project coordinator (of CS Infracon-
struction), one Mr. Rakesh Kumar 
Jain, clarified that the work is ongo-
ing as per NHIDCL directions. Hence 
when viewed on the points of allow-
ing extremely low tender rate by the 
NHIDCL and non supervision at work 
site, it can be inferred that the NHID-
CL is not for quality work; but to seek 
for its own benefits only.”

The community group wonders 
why there was a need to create  a 
third agency such as the NHIDCL 
only to meddle with existing agen-
cies and to incur more expenditure 
when the National Highway Author-
ity of India and the Nagaland state 
NH authorities were ‘readily avail-
able locally and keen to ensure qual-
ity work.’  

‘For the stated reasons, the organ-
isation stated, the “beneficiary Lotha 
community” had requested the min-
istry to either depute technical per-
sonnel from the ministry to inspect 
the work or that it authorise supervi-
sion of the work to the existing R&B 
division of Wokha of the Nagaland 
PWD (roads and bridges). 

The organisation declared its 
claims to be ‘justified’ because the 
Wokha-Merapani highway is yet 
to be declared a national highway. 
Therefore, it stated, the roads and 
bridges department is responsible for 
the upkeep of the road. 

‘The Lotha Hoho understands 
that the roads and bridges depart-
ment will only do technical supervi-
sion so as to ensure compliance to 
specifications; but all other official 
formalities such as bill preparation 
and payment etc., will be done by the 
NHIDCL, normally,’ the press release 
stated. 

The organisation assured that the 
“beneficiary Lotha organisations” are 
‘keen to extend all possible help and 
cooperation to the NHIDCL and the 
contractor for the satisfactory imple-
mentation and commissioning of the 
road project.’

The Wokha-Merapani Highway 
being the lifeline of Wokha district 
and the project being a megaproject, 
the organisation stated to ‘do its best  
to check any irregularity and if nec-
essary even seek legal recourse to 
achieve the desired objective.’ 

‘The Ministry of Road Transport 
and Highways is therefore requested 
that no payment of any running bill 
to the contractor, is allowed with-
out physical verification to ascertain 
the actual work achievement at site, 
and instead before any bill payment 
is made, to transfer the work to the 
charge of NHIDCL Nagaland office 
at Dimapur and authorize the Naga-
land state PWD (roads and bridges) 
to supervise the work for better co-
ordination,’ the press release added. 

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Mar. 4 (EMN): A 
tragic incident on Sun. 
morning at Lakhuti vil-
lage in Wokha district 
has killed three and in-
jured four when a con-
struction vehicle, ‘JCB,’ 
met with an accident 
which was reportedly 
carrying seven people. 
All the persons were 
non-Naga, according to 
available reports. They 
were informed to be on 
‘telecom work.’

Two people suc-
cumbed to injury at the 
spot while four injured 
persons received medi-
cal attention from a local 
physician and shifted to 
Sanis hospital. One was 
declared death at the 
hospital, it was informed.

The handyman es-
caped unharmed. The 
three injured people 
were shifted to Assam 
for medical care, it was 
informed. 

Sources said that the 
accident was being sus-
pected to have happened 
due to narrow road.

Dimapur, Mar. 4 (EMN): 
The Peraciezie Baptist 
Church of Kohima hosted 
a seminar on Mar. 2 for 
its members focusing on 
various issues concerning 
rights. The seminar dis-
cussed rights and benefits 
entitled to the citizen and 
the constitutional provi-
sion protecting the Chris-
tian community, updates 
from the Nagaland Volun-
tary Consumer Organisa-
tion (NVCO) informed on 
Mar. 4. 

Pastor Kevichalie 
Metha was the mod-
erator of the event and 
Kezhokhoto Savi, the 
president of the NVCO, 
was the speaker, the press 
release stated.

On the topic of rights, 
Savi told the gathering 
that right was a privilege 
granted to a person ‘who 
is entitled to it.’ There are 
basic rights granted to a 
person by birth which can 
be called natural rights 
such as right to air, right to 
way etc. There are also dif-
ferent types of rights such 
as Human Rights entitled 
to a person to ensure the 
protection of his life, free-
dom and liberty, equality 
and dignity, he said. 

“Slavery, poverty, 
physical torture, destruc-
tion of property, killing, 
hunger, insurgency, sex 
exploitation, forced la-
bour, child labour, com-
mercial sex exploitation, 
illiteracy etc., are against 
Human Rights. The father 
of the nation Mahatma 
Gandhi was a great hu-
man rights activists who 
strongly believed and 
practices non-violence,” 
the press release quoted 
him as having stated. 

“One of the great 
American presidents, Ab-
raham Lincoln was a man 
who had sacrificed his life 
for the abolition of slav-

ery. Nelson Mandela was 
one of the great symbols 
of human rights of our 
time whose life was com-
mitted to human dignity, 
equality, freedom and jus-
tice.”

Further, Savi said that 
the consumer organisa-
tion has started it two 
week-long observance of 
World Consumer Rights 
Day from Mar. 1 to the 
15th 2018 as the event is 
observed on the 15th eve-
ry year. 

“All the neighbouring 
states had stopped collec-
tion of cash at the check-
gates or on any highways 
with implementation of 
Goods and Services Tax 
(GST). However, despite 
of government stand-
ing order in banning the 
collection of cash at the 
check-gates and on any 
highways this menace 
continue in Nagaland till 
date which causes price 
rice in the market,” the 
press release stated. 

The updates informed 
that other topics that 
were discussed during 
the event included the 
Food Safety & Standard 
Act; medical negligence, 
public services delivery 
system; the Street Vendors 
(Protection of Livelihood 
& Regulation of Street 
Vending) Act; the Right to 
Information; Article 371A 
of the Indian Constitu-
tion; the Nagaland State 
Consumer Helpline toll-
free number 1800-345-
3701; and issues about 
the environment. These 
issues were highlighted in 
brief to the gathering after 
which there were discus-
sions, ,the press release 
informed. 

A similar session will 
be held on the 14th day of 
March organised by Na-
galand University’s non-
teaching staff at the uni-

versity’s Kohima campus 
‘in view of two-week long 
celebration of World Con-
sumer Rights Day. 
Rights and benefits
Further, the gathering 
was told about the Na-
tional Food Security Act 
which the speaker said 
was meant to give access 
to adequate quality food 
at affordable prices to 
people to live a life with 
dignity. 

‘Households covered 
under the Antyodaya 
Anna Yojana can be enti-
tled to 35 kg of food grains 
per month and for the pri-
ority household (PHH) 5 
kg per person per month 
at the rate of INR 3 per kg 
for rice and INR 2 per kg 
for wheat,’ Savi told the 
gathering. 

Other topics dur-
ing the discussions in-
cluded free legal-aid, the 
Lokayukta, the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee 
Scheme; village develop-
ment board guidelines; 
unconstitutional practic-
es of retaining parliamen-
tary secretaries and advi-
sors; the issue of backdoor 
appointments etc. 

Pointing to the issue of 
corruption in Nagaland, 
Kezhokhoto Savi, also a 
member of the anti-graft 
organisation  Against Cor-
ruption and Unabated 
Taxation, appealed to the 
churches to pray for the 
organisation in their fight 
against corruption. He 
said that the Clean Elec-
tion campaign has to be 
continued ‘with the hope 
that clean election would 
rebuild the Naga society,’ 
the updates stated. 

Constitutional 
provisions protecting 

the Christian 
community

Further, the updates 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Mar. 4: The Nagaland 
assembly elections saw numer-
ous first-time contenders who 
campaigned throughout the 
past month in their respective 
constituency seeking the man-
date of the electorate. 

Winner from Dimapur-2 
assembly constituency (AC), 
Moatoshi Longkumer from 
the Naga People’s Front spoke 
to Eastern Mirror. He said that 
the “people wanted a change” 
for which he was voted. He has 
promised to bring what he was 
voted for. The NPF candidate 
attained 21942 votes in a mas-
sive win against Supulebten 
(Nationalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party; NDPP) and Amos 
Longkumer (Aam Aadmi Party). 

Moatoshi Longkumer has 
thanked the people for repos-

ing their faith in him. He has 
assured that he would keep his 
word at whatever he has prom-
ised. The candidate declared 
that he won’t fail the people of 
Dimapur.

The NDPP candidate from 
southern Angami-2 Zale Neikha 
contested for the first time and 
emerged victorious. An engi-
neer who decided to join poli-
tics because he wanted to “serve 
the people,” Neikha assured to 
‘focus on the upcoming genera-
tion.’  

“Youths are in a bad position 
and I want to mould the youth,” 
he said. He will not only suggest 
ideas about how to earn their 
livelihood but will also ‘study the 
constituency,’ he said. “I want to 
rectify and develop areas where 
it is needed. That will be my next 
step,” Neikha assured. 

Dimapur, Mar. 4 (EMN): A Christian 
family organisation called the Couples 
for Christ, Nagaland unit, conducted 
a conference named the CFC Kids for 
Christ Family Conference, at Rüsoma 
village in Kohima on Mar. 4. 

The theme of the conference was 
“We stand for Jesus,” 1 Cor. 16:13-14, a 
press release from the organisation stat-
ed on Sun. 

The organisation stated that it in-
tended to carry out its work by focusing 
on a number of objectives. Referring to 
what it called ‘individual renewal,’ the 
press release stated: “Before one can 
even consider the whole family, the hus-
band and wife first need to renew their 
commitment to God. To bring individu-
als to a stronger relationship with God 
by discovering and living more fully the 
power and gifts they received through 
the Holy Spirit.”

Another objective the organisation 
pointed out was ‘family renewal.’ “As 
couples renew their commitment to 
God, they also renew their commitment 
to one another and to their Christian 
family life. Gradually the new life that 
they find in the Lord filters down to all 
their family relationships; to build up 
a community of committed Christian 

families,’ the Couples for Christ stated.
Likewise, the organisation referred 

to another objective namely ‘Church 
renewal. “As individual families are re-
newed, they form a network of equally 
committed Christian families which 
not only support one another but also 
strengthen the church of which they are 
members,” the press release stated.

Couples for Christ is stated to be ‘a 
work of Christ which raises up Christian  
couples and establishes Christian fami-
lies committed to the work of evangeli-
zation and winning the world for Christ 
through the power of the Holy Spirit.’ 

According to the press release from 
the event organiser, the message of the 
conference included, among others, 
the value of family as God’s plan; the 
importance of communication among 
members of the family; the importance 
of praying not only as an individual but 
as one family and household; the impor-
tance of family meals and family meals 
as a ‘hidden sacrament’; gratitude in the 
family: gratefulness for the presence of 
each member in their lives, and all the 
blessings that God has blessed them 
with; families as entities that have been 
called to be witnesses (doing everything 
in love).  

Dimapur, Mar. 4 (EMN): The chief 
electoral officer of Nagaland is 
grateful to the electorate, the im-
plementation and enforcement 
authorities, and the media. A 
note from Abhijit Sinha on Sun. 
thanked “every voter of Naga-
land who came to exercise their 
franchise” and ‘patiently stood in 
queues at the polling stations to 
cast their votes’ on Feb. 27. 

Likewise, Sinha thanked the 

district election machinery and 
polling personnel ‘deployed at 
booths and the officials related to 
various processes for the conduct 
of the election.’

Again, Sinha expressed grati-
tude to the Nagaland police and 
central forces “deployed for the 
conduct of the poll.” He compli-
mented also the media “for their 
wide coverage of the entire elec-
tion process.” 

Dimapur, Mar. 4 (EMN): The mili-
tary establishment has announced 
a recruitment rally for Tuensang 
youths. The defence wing of the 
Press Information Bureau issued 
a note on Mar. 4 informing that a 
recruitment rally would be held 
at the new DC football ground in 
Tuensang  from Apr. 9 to the 15th 
“for enrolment of youths from Na-
galand only.”

‘All desirous of employment in 
Indian army should register them-
selves on www.joinindianarmy.
nic.in at the earliest.  For any other 
query please contact on phone no.  
03862-248845 and  8974958673 
from 8:30 am to 2: 00 pm on work-
ing days for the entire duration,’ 
the notice stated. The last date of 
registration is  Mar. 24 2018, the 
updates informed.

Through this column, I would like to express my sincere gratitude and appreciation to 
all the electorates of 37 Tyui A/C in particular and to all my unflinching supporters, 37 
Tyui BJP Mandal party workers, BJP Wokha Mandal unit and well wishers from every 
nook and corner for reposing their faith and trust upon me once again by casting their 
valuable votes in my favour in the recently concluded State Assembly Election held on 
27 February 2018. 

I know we had a very tough time as our opponents had resorted to violence on many 
occasions and you had undergone untold hardships mentally, physical torture and in 
terms of material loss. However, it was through your utmost restraint and patience, your 
prayer strength throughout the tumultuous times that our Almighty God has given His 
own verdict in our favour. I salute every supporters and well wishers for all your efforts 
and services in all aspects and assure you that I will remain indebted as I have committed.

I would also like to express my special thanks to the honourable Prime Minister of 
India Shri Narendra Modi, BJP National President Amit Shah, Union Minister of State 
for Home and in charge of Nagaland Kiren Rijiju, National General Secretary in charge of 
Northeast Ram Mahadev and all other Central BJP dignitaries, BJP President Nagaland 
Unit Visasolie Lhoungu and all his subordinates for allotting me the BJP ticket and also 
for leading the BJP in the State to a victory by bagging 12 seats creating a historic record 
for the first time in Nagaland. It was through their untiring efforts and committed visions 
that the BJP could achieve this extra milestone this election.

Yanthungo Patton 
BJP Candidate 

37 Tyui A/C Wokha 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

To all who have prayed for and contributed 
in various ways towards my response to the 
calling of public service, I feel profoundly 
indebted to one and all besides being grateful 
to God Almighty. Words are inadequate, but 
through this column I would like to say thank 
you all very much.

Vikho-o Yhoshü
Elected Representative of

14 Southern Angami-I 

IN DEEP GRATITUDE

We, the members of the Elder’s 
Forum, Upper Chandmari Colony, 
Kohima congratulate and felicitate 
Dr. Neikiesalie Nicky Kire, NDPP 
Candidate, for winning the prestigious 
seat of 9th Kohima Town A/C.

We thank Almighty God for his 
blessing bestowed on you and also 
thank all his supporters for the 
victorious outcome.

President
Elder’s Forum                                                                                        

Upper Chandmari Colony Kohima

FELICITATION

informed that the NVCO 
was also at the Nagaland 
Baptist Church Council’s 
(NBCC) 21st triennial 
convention that was held 
at Impur in Mokokchung 
during Feb. 2-4 on the 
topic “constitutional pro-
vision with special refer-
ence to Christians.”

“The NVCO is very se-
rious with this topic keep-
ing in mind the accelera-
tion of the violation of the 
Christians fundamental 
rights in the country such 
as persecution, violence, 
killing pastors, evange-
lists, missionaries, burn-
ing of churches, rejecting 
the visa of top foreign 
Christian preacher, force-
ful conversion, denial 

of ration cards, expelled 
from village etc.,” the 
press release stated. 

The organisation as-
sured that it will continue 
to create more aware-
ness on the Fundamen-
tal Rights of the Christian 
community and to speak 
out against the persecu-
tion of Christian in the 
country. 

Savi has appealed to 
the Naga Christians to be 
‘strong and not to compro-
mise with their Christian 
faith’ in proclaiming Jesus 
Christ as their lord and sav-
iour despite the challenges 
ahead of them. “Continue 
to pray for our nation India 
as a secular state,’ the press 
release added.
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NPP, BJP, regional parties to 
form government in Meghalaya

‘Education needs to be imparted on time’

1st Diphu Poetry Festival on March 21 

Security forces apprehend NSCN 
(IM) cadre in Arunachal Pradesh 

Manipur CM lauds BJP victory in 
Nagaland, Meghalaya and Tripura

Manipur Hindus celebrate 
Yaoshang festivalManipur launches app again 

Manik Sarkar resigns as Tripura CM 

Meghalaya’s 66% newly-
elected MLAs are ‘crorepatis’

Shillong, Mar. 4 (IANS):  
The NPP is all set to form 
a non-Congress govern-
ment in Meghalaya with 
the support of three re-
gional parties, the BJP and 
one Independent MLA. 
Conrad Sangma, the lone 
NPP Lok Sabha member 
from Tura constituency, 
will be sworn in as the 
Chief Minister on March 6.

Outgoing Chief Min-
ister Mukul Sangma, who 
had submitted his resig-
nation letter to Governor 
Ganga Prasad has been 
asked to continue in the 
office till the formation of 
new government.

“We have submitted 
a letter of support of 34 
legislators to Governor 
Ganga Prasad and staked 
claimed to form the new 
government,” Conrad 
Sangma told journalists 
as he emerged from Raj 
Bhavan.

He said the 34 legis-
lators include 19 from 
National People’s Party 
(NPP), six from United 
Democratic Party (UDP), 
four from People’s Demo-
cratic Front (PDF), two 
each from Hill State Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party 
(HSPDP) and Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), besides 
one Independent MLA 
Samuel Sangma.

The regional parties 
-- UDP, HSPDP and PDF 
-- extended support to 
the NPP on the condition 
that Conrad Sangma, the 
youngest son of former 
Lok Sabha Speaker P.A. 
Sangma, would be the 
Chief Minister.

“NPP have agreed 
to the condition of the 
three regional parties and 

PTI

Meghalaya Chief Minister Mukul Sangma submits his resignation 
to Meghalaya Governor Ganga Prasad, at Raj Bhavan in Shillong on 
Sunday.

PTI

 Tripura chief minister Manik Sarka leave the Raj Bhavan after 
submitting his resignation to Governor, in Agartala on Sunday.

bility.
Meanwhile, the newly 

elected member of the 
Congress Legislature Party 

(CLP) have elected the 
outgoing Chief Minister 
Mukul Sangma as their 
CLP leader.

New Delhi, Mar. (IANS) 
: Meghalaya has 66 per 
cent ‘crorepati’ MLAs, or 
39 out of 59 elected MLAs 
in the state legislative as-
sembly-2018 having indi-
vidual wealth of over Rs 1 
crore, a report here said on 
Sunday.

During previous elec-
tions in 2013, 60 per cent 
MLAs had wealth over Rs 
1 crore.

According to a report 
by the Meghalaya Election 
Watch (MEW) and the As-
sociation for Democratic 
Reforms (ADR), seven 
MLAs did not declare their 
sources of income.

Only one MLA, Bendic 
R Marak from the state’s 
second largest National 
People’s Party (NPP), has 
declared criminal cases 
registered against him, 
which include one for 
criminal trespass, one  for 
voluntarily causing hurt 
and the third one for acts 
done by several persons 
in furtherance of common 
intention.

The Meghalaya elec-
tions were held on Feb-
ruary 27 for 59 out of 60 
seats. 

Of the winning legisla-
tors, 23 had declared as-
sets over Rs 5 crore while 
five had assets below Rs 
5 lakh.

According to the Meg-
halaya Election Watch and 

the Association for Demo-
cratic Reforms, the Con-
gress that emerged as the 
largest party with 21 seats 
has 15 or highest number 
of rich MLAs.

Other parties whose 
MLAs declared assets 
worth over one crore 
rupees include the NPP 
-- 12 out of 19, United 
Democratic Party (UDP) 
-- four out of six, both 
of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), two of four 
of People’s Democratic 
Front (PDF), one of the 
two MLAs of Hill State 
People’s Democratic Party 
(HSPDP), the lone MLA of 
the Nationalist Congress 
Party (NCP) and two of the 
three Independent MLAs.

According to the re-
port, the average of as-
sets per MLA contesting 
the Meghalaya Assembly 
Elections 2018 is Rs 7.18 
crore. In 2013, the average 
assets of MLAs worked out 
to Rs 7.77 crore.

The top three richest 
MLAs are Metbah Lyn-
gdoh from UDP with as-
sets over Rs 87 crore, Da-
sakhiatbha Lamare from 
NPP with assets over Rs 
40 crore and Renikton 
Lyngdoh Tongkhar from 
HSPDP with assets worth 
over Rs 29 crore.

NPP MLA Pongseng 
Marak declared the lowest 
assets of Rs 2.99 lakh.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Mar. 4 (EMN): A new block 
building of the Yambem High 
School at Yairipok Yambem, Andro 
Assembly Constituency, Imphal 
East was inaugurated on Sunday.

The building has been con-
structed under the Multi-sectoral 
Development Programme (MsDP) 
project of Ministry of Minority and 
Other Backward Classes, Govern-
ment of India and implemented 
by the District Rural Develop-
ment Agency (DRDA), Imphal 
East. 100-bedded girl’s hostel of 
the school is under-construction, 
also constructed under the MsDP 
project.

Forest and Environment Min-
ister Thounaojam Shyamkumar, 
Keirao MLA L Rameshwor and 
DC Imphal East district Th Chitra 
Devi attended the school building 
inauguration function.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Shyamkumar said the new block 
building of the aided school was 
completed ahead of its target time 
because he believes that education 
needs to be imparted on time to 
the students.

He also appreciated Imphal 
East District Administration for the 
quick response and timely action 
during taking up any developmen-
tal projects/programme. He also  

appreciated the School Manage-
ment Development Committee 
(Schools of Yambem, Block-B&C) 
for felicitating and giving respect 
to the retired and present teachers 
of the school.

Keirao MLA L Rameshwor 
Meitei, in his presidential speech 
said the Andro constituency is 
highly advanced in the education 
sector. He advised the students to 
dedicate their life for the develop-
ment of the State.

In her speech DC Chitra said 
the efforts and dedication of local 
MLA, Minister Shyamkumar and 
school management development 
committee helped in quick com-

pletion of the building ahead of its 
target time.

Wishing best wishes to the 
students of Class X appearing 
for board examination, she ex-
pressed the teachers need to 
impart education to the students 
through proper modern training 
methods.

The school management 
development committee also 
submitted memorandum which 
included working on getting full-
fledged status for the school, ap-
pointment of additional teachers 
and requirement for a school 
ground. The school was estab-
lished in 1965.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Mar. 4 (EMN): The 
Jambili Literary Founda-
tion (JLF), an independent 
literary organisation will 
be organising  1st Diphu 
Poetry Festival on March 
21 at Rangsina Sarpo 
Auditorium, Lorulangso 
here, informed Chairman, 
Welsing Hanse in a press 
meet here at Karbi Lam-
met Amei (KLA) office on 
Sunday March 4. The JLF 
was established in 2015.

Detailing about the 
event Hanse informed 
that the festival will be 
organised in collaboration 
with KLA supported by 
Assam University Diphu 
Campus Students Union 

Dimapur, Mar. 4 (EMN): 
Longding battalion under 
the aegis of Dao division 
acting on a precise input 
received from its sources, 

the battalion launched a 
‘swift and well planned 
operation’ in the early 
hours of March 4 and ap-
prehended one ‘hardcore’ 

Our Correspondent
IMPHAL, Mar. 4 (EMN): In a move 
to popularise bamboo as super 
construction material of the 21st 
century under India’s housing for all 
scheme (Pradhan Mantri Awas Yo-
jana), the world’s first mobile app on 
bamboo housing and construction 
called ‘BAMTECH’ was re-launched 
in Imphal on Thursday March 1. 

The mobile app, which was of-
ficially launched by the union min-
ister of housing and urban affairs, 
Hardeep Singh Puri, during a na-
tional seminar on ‘Emerging Build-
ing Materials and Construction 
Technologies’ in New Delhi on Feb-
ruary 22, 2018, was re-launched by 
the founder of South Asia Bamboo 
Foundation (SABF) Kamesh Salam 
and Susankumar Yumkhaibam, a 
graduate from National Institute of 
Design, Ahmadabad, during a sim-
ple gathering at Manipur Press Club 
hall here this afternoon.

BAMTECH was developed by 
SABF under the sponsorship of 
Building Materials and Technol-
ogy Promotion Council, Ministry of 
Urban Housing and Urban Affairs.

Kamesh, former president 
of World Bamboo Organisation, 
speaking to media on the side-
line of the day’s function said that 
there was a need to promote use of 
bamboo as construction material 
when India plans to build 3 crore 
houses by 2022 under housing for 
all scheme (Pradhan Mantri Awas 
Yojana). 

He regretted that most of the 
people prefer other readily avail-
able construction materials instead 
of bamboo, which has tremendous 
potential not only to transform 
India’s rural economy but also to 
contribute to the UN’s sustainable 
development goals because of issue 
on lack of technology.

It may be mentioned here that 
Manipur planned to construct 
46,000 houses under PMAY (Urban) 
within 2022. Presently the state 
government has approved 26,000 
houses.

All the bamboo species avail-
able in the North eastern region, 
which contributes 54 percent of 
India’s bamboo production, are all 
not suitable for construction pur-

poses. Only about 10 species such 
as Saneibi, Khok, Watang, Maribob 
species (in Manipur) out of 55 bam-
boo species found in Manipur (86 
species in Northeast) are suitable for 
housing, he added.

Similarly due to lack of knowl-
edge on commercial cultivation of 
bamboo species (to substitute wood 
in mitigating pressure on natural 
forests), India which is the second 
largest producer of bamboo in the 
world, continues to import huge 
amount of incense sticks (made 
out of bamboos) from Vietnam 
and China as it consumes 3 billion 
incense sticks daily.

Kamesh, founding member of 
World Bamboo Day, added that the 
mobile app in android platform 
which is currently in placed in 
Google play store, would help an 
individual to construct bamboo toi-
lets for households or public places.

BAMTECH will answer the ques-
tions on full potential of bamboo as 
a construction material for housing, 
he felt. “So far we got a very feedback 
from many countries including 
China,” he added.

Agartala, Mar. 4 (IANS): 
Chief Minister Manik 
Sarkar on Sunday ten-
dered his resignation to 
Governor Tathagata Roy, 
who asked him to con-
tinue in office till the next 
Chief Minister takes over, 
officials said.

“I have submitted my 
resignation to governor 
and he asked me to con-
tinue in office until the 
new Chief Minister took 
over the charge.

“I thank all the officials 
and security personnel 
who helped to conduct 
the elections peacefully,” 
Sarkar told the media at 
the Raj Bhavan after sub-
mitting his formal resigna-
tion letter.

Sarkar, 69, put in his 
papers a day after the rul-
ing Left Front dominated 
by his Communist Party 
of India-Marxist (CPI-M) 
suffered a humiliating de-
feat in the February 18 
assembly elections by the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) and the Indigenous 
People’s Front of Tripura 
(IPFT) alliance.

The BJP-IPFT coali-
tion has swept the polls, 
the results of which were 
declared on Saturday, win-
ning 43 of the 59 seats for 
which elections were held. 
The BJP secured 35 seats in 
the 60-member assembly 

while its ally IPFT, a tribal 
based party, has won eight 
seats.

Elections were held 
for 59 seats and coun-
termanded in one (tribal 
reserve Charilam seat) 
following the death of a 
CPI-M candidate a week 
before the February 18 
polls. Chief Minister of 
Tripura for the past 20 
years, Sarkar, who has 
been in the election fray 
for the past 37 years (since 
1981), has been elected to 
the state assembly seven 
times -- in 1981 (by-polls), 
1983, 1998, 2003, 2008, 
2013 and 2018.

In the February 18 
polls, the CPI-M polit-
buro member retained 
his Dhanpur (in western 
Tripura under Sepahijala 
district) assembly con-
stituency for the fifth con-
secutive time.

The Left leader won 
the Dhanpur seat by a 
margin of 5,441 votes de-
feating BJP general sec-
retary and woman leader 
Pratima Bhowmik in a 
multi-cornered contest.
Probable Tripura CM can-
didate meets Sarkar

Tr i p u r a  P r a d e s h 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) President Biplab Ku-
mar Deb, who is likely to 
be the party’s Chief Min-
isterial candidate in the 

northeastern state, on Sun-
day met outgoing Chief 
Minister Manik Sarkar and 
took his blessings.

D e b,  4 8 ,  m e t  t h e 
69-year-old Left leader at 
the Communist Party of 
India-Marxist Tripura state 
headquarters, where the 
BJP leader went to pay his 
last respects to Fisheries 
and Cooperative Depart-
ment Minister Khagendra 
Jamatia, who died at the 
AIIMS in New Delhi on 
Friday after suffering from 
blood cancer.

“I have not been se-
lected as Chief Ministe-
rial candidate of BJP yet. I 
met Manik Da and sought 
his blessings. He is much 
senior to me and an ex-
perienced man,” Deb told 
reporters. Deb, who de-
feated CPI-M nominee and 
the party’s youth leader 
Amal Chakraborty in the 
Banamalipur constituency 
by a margin of 9,549 votes, 
won the electoral battle in 
his maiden attempt.

Congress party leader 
Gopal Roy contested un-
successfully from the Ban-
amalipur seat by securing 
only 832 votes. Roy, who 
was elected to the state as-
sembly five times, had won 
the Banamalipur seat three 
times in a row.

T h e  B J P  Tr i p u r a 
Pradesh Chief appealed 
to the party cadres and all 
concerned to maintain 
peace in the state and not 
to indulge in any post-poll 
violence.
BJP, IPFT MLAs to meet 
on March 6 to elect leader: 
Deb   Agartala, March 4 
(PTI): Newly elected MLAs 
of the BJP and its ally IPFT 
in Tripura will meet here 
on March 6 to elect their 
leader, state BJP president 
Biplab Deb said here today.

The BJP has 35 MLAs 
and the Indigenous Peo-
ple’s Front of Tripura (IPFT) 
has eight.

Union minister Nitin 
Gadkari will be present at 
the meeting, Deb told PTI.

He said Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and many 
other Union ministers are 
likely to attend the oath-
taking ceremony.

The elections in 59 
seats of the 60-member 
Assembly were held on 
February 18. Polling was 
countermanded in one 
seat due to the death of a 
CPI(M) candidate.

and Diphu Govt. College 
Students Union Society. 

The one day festival 
will be celebrated to keep 
up with the World Poetry 
Day on March 21 Hanse 
said. He further informed 
that the festival by JLF is 
aimed in bringing together 
all the established as well 
as aspiring litterateurs’ on 
one platform which will 
act as a medium that will 
enable them to celebrate 
the festival of poems.

The one day pro-
gramme will include po-
etry competition, tri-lin-
gual poem recitation by 
invited poets, a multi-lin-
gual open poem recitation 
and a lecture session titled 

‘Bring the youths closer to 
literature’. 

The collection of po-
ems has already begun 
and will close on March 
10. Aspiring and inter-
ested poets can send their 
poems in the following 
email address diphupoet-
ryfest@gmail.com and jb-
pbl15@gmail.com, Hanse 
informed. 

He also said imminent 
writers and poets have 
confirmed their participa-
tion for the festival. KLA 
general secretary Kam-
sing Hanse, JLF general 
secretary On Teron and 
JLF adviser Joysing Tokbi 
also attended the press 
meet.

cadre of NSCN (IM) stated 
a press note from the PRO 
(defence) Col C Konwer. 

The apprehended 
cadre’s name has been 
identified as Pujat Wangsu 
a self styled corporal of 
the banned outfit stated 
the press note.

“The cadre was in 
possession of weapon 
and ammunition along 
with large amount of cash 
when he was apprehend-
ed which on questioning 
was revealed to have been 
extorted from the locals of 
the area. Pujat Wangsu is 
a notorious cadre and has 
been involved in extortion 
activities in the area for a 
long time and the local 
population has been har-
assed by him for money”, 
claimed the press note. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Mar. 4 (EMN): Ma-
nipur Chief Minister N Biren on 
Sunday praised Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and party chief 
Amit Shah for giving “a new 
light and strength” in North-
east  states while celebrating 
Vijay Utsav after the party’s good 
performance in three NE states 
at BJP Manipur Pradesh  head-
quarter here this afternoon.

Crediting the BJP’s victory 
assembly elections in Tripura, 
Nagaland and Meghalaya to 
“Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas” vi-
sion of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and party’s national 
president Amit Shah, Singh said 
“this is the happiest moment of 
the state as our party have won 
in the neighbouring Tripura 
and Nagaland. It is the success 
of people’s government under 
Modiji and we really appreciate 
Modiji and Amit Shahji for tak-
ing care of Northeast people.”

 “There will be a big change 
in Tripura. Similarly we’ve 
enough (numbers) with others 
in Nagaland,” he said. “Divide 
and rule of Congress comes to 
an end and now National Peo-
ple’s Party (NPP)-BJP will form 
the government in Meghalaya.”

Appealing to celebrate the 
party’s victory at every Mandal 
and district level for a week from 
today onwards, he said, “BJP 
led government in the state will 
complete one year on March 15 
and we’ll be observing the fort-
night of inauguration (till the 
Prime Minister visits the state to 
attend Indian Science Congress 
from March 16-20) wherein a 
total of 116 projects will be in-
augurated in the state.”

Minister Th Biswajit and 
other BJP leaders also spoke 
on the occasion wherein party 
women wing representatives 
distributed sweets as part of the 
celebration.

Our Correspondent
IMPHAL, Mar. 4 (EMN): People of Manipur, 
mostly Hindus, celebrated the Manipuri ver-
sion of Holi called ‘Yaoshang,’ the premier 
festival of the state which usually continues 
for five days starting from Thursday March 1.

The festival which marks the rejuvena-
tion of the spirit of life and is celebrated with 
gaiety and enthusiasm commemorates the 
birthday of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu.

The festival normally begins on full Moon 
day of the Meitei lunar month of Lamta (Feb-
ruary-March) and is celebrated for five days. 
The highlight of the festivities, celebrated 
mostly in the valley area by the Meiteis, is 
collection of donations from households by 
pre-puberty young boys and girls dressed in 
their fineries, playing with colours and water.

The main highlight of the festival includes 
the Thabal Chongba, a traditional Manipuri 
folk dance where boys and girls hold hands, 
sing and dance in a circle. A festive mood has 
filled the air here in the state capital too.

On the first day of the festival on Thursday, 
the members of local clubs here thronged the 
historic Kangla Fort in Imphal to collect the 
sacred fire for their torch rallies as part of the 
opening of sports activities in their respective 
localities.

I (Conrad Sangma) will 
be the Chief Minister,” he 
said.

He said the non-Con-
gress parties will now only 
wait for the invitation of 
the Governor to install the 
new government.

The ruling Congress, 
which emerged as the sin-
gle largest party winning 
21 seats in the assembly 
elections, could not stitch 
a post-polls alliance with 
the regional parties to re-
tain power in Meghalaya.

Meghalaya is the sec-
ond state, after Manipur 
and Goa, where the Con-
gress has not been able to 
forge a post-polls alliance 
with any of the regional 
parties despite emerging 
as the largest single party.

But the designated 
Chief Minister said: “It 
is not about the single 
largest but it is about the 
group who has the major-
ity. It is clear that we have 

the majority by getting the 
support of the 34 MLAs. 
Therefore, we have come 
and staked our claim to 
form the government.”

Earlier in the day, the 
Congress made all at-
tempts to convince the 
regional parties to support 
the Congress in govern-
ment formation, even as 
the outgoing Chief Min-
ister Mukul Sangma came 
with a proposal of shar-
ing power -- two-and-
half years each -- with the 
UDP, the main regional 
party in the state.

“He (Mukul Sangma) 
came and met me seek-
ing our support to form 
the government with a 
proposal of sharing power 
two and half years each,” 
UDP chief Dr Donkupar 
Roy said.

Roy said that his party 
did not approve the idea 
of working with the Con-
gress for the sake of sta 

 

National People’s Party’s Conrad Sangma met Meghalaya governor 
Ganga Prasad at Raj Bhawan in Shillong on Sunday to stake claim to 
form the new government in Meghalaya.

PTI
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Nearly 87 cr. bank accounts 
seeded with Aadhaar

PNB scam: Mauritius 
promises necessary 
action against offenders

Relax deadline for linking bank 
accounts with Aadhar – Assocham

Trump 
threatens tax 
on EU cars

Global cues to steer equity market’s direction

India’s media, entertainment sector to cross $31 bn by 2020

RBI asks MNC banks to create sub-targets to meet PSL norms

Apple planning to 
cut cost of Mac-
Book Air in Q2
San Francisco, Mar. 4 
(IANS): Apple is reportedly 
planning to launch a more 
affordable variant of the 
13-inch MacBook Air in the 
second quarter of 2018, the 
media reported.

Apple is likely to release 
a new MacBook Air “with 
a lower price tag” during 
the second quarter of 2018, 
meaning we should see it 
sooner rather than later, 
Apple analyst Ming-Chi Kuo 
of KGI Securities was quot-
ed as saying to 9to5mac on 
Saturday.

The analyst expects the 
more affordable MacBook 
Air will help push MacBook 
shipments up by 10-15 per 
cent this year.

MacBook Air, launched 
by then Apple CEO Steve 
Jobs at the MacWorld Expo 
in San Francisco in 2008, 
has not been updated since 
2015 as Apple has shifted 
focus towards the 12-inch 
MacBook and MacBook 
Pro. The 13-inch MacBook 
Air, a popular choice for 
college students, is cur-
rently sold starting at $999 
for 128GB of PCIe-based 
storage, a 1.8GHz dual-core 
i5 processor, and 8GB of 
LPDDR3 RAM.

The device last saw 
a minor update at the 
Worldwide Developers 
Conference (WWDC) in 
June 2017, with a slightly 
faster processor, and 8GB of 
RAM as a default. 

Kuo says that KGI is 
“positive” on shipments of 
AirPods and predicts the 
refreshed model will come 
in the second half of the 
year, driving strong year 
over year growth.

Samsung to 
unveil new 
lineup of QLED 
TVs in US
New York, Mar. 4 (IANS): 
Done with its much-
awaited launch of Galaxy 
S9 and S9+ smartphones at 
the Mobile World Congress 
(MWC) 2018 in Barcelona 
last month, Samsung is now 
geared up to unveil a fresh 
line-up of QLED TVs.

The “first look” event is 
slated to take place at the 
American Stock Exchange in 
New York on Tuesday, Sam-
sung said in a statement.

“Throughout the 
continuous evolution of 
its technology, Samsung 
always designs its products 
around the lifestyles of its 
customers. The new QLED 
TVs will do this in brand 
new ways for 2018,” the 
company said. In an earlier 
blog in January, Samsung 
had mentioned the ar-
rival of its digital assistant 
“Bixby” on QLED TVs.

“Samsung’s AI, Bixby, 
will be integrated into this 
year’s QLED TVs so that 
you can use your voice to 
control. With the click of a 
button, call on Bixby to help 
you find the content you 
love,” the blog read.

Amazon to cease 
selling Google 
Nest’s smart 
home devices: 
Report
San Francisco, Mar. 4 
(IANS): Online retailer Ama-
zon has decided not to sell 
any of the new products 
from Google’s smart home 
division Nest, once its 
current stock runs out, the 
media reported.

Amazon, in a confer-
ence call late last year, told 
Nest that it would not be 
listing any of Nest’s new 
products, including smart 
thermostat and home 
security products, among 
others, on its website, the 
Business Insider reported.

After weeks of being 
unresponsive to Nest, Ama-
zon informed the company 
that the directive “came 
from the top,” something 
Nest took to mean that it 
had been handed down by 
CEO Jeff Bezos. 

However, there has 
been no direct confirma-
tion on this, the report said.

As a result of Amazon’s 
decision, Nest decided 
to stop selling any of its 
products through Ama-
zon, meaning the limited 
number of Nest devices 
listed on Amazon are 
expected to disappear from 
the site once current inven-
tory is sold out.

New Delhi, Mar. 4 (PTI): A month 
before the expiry of the deadline, 
around 80 per cent of bank accounts 
and 60 per cent of mobile connec-
tions have been linked with national 
biometric identifier Aadhaar, accord-
ing to a senior official at UIDAI.

The government has mandated 
submission of the 12-digit unique 
identity number by every bank ac-
count holder by March 31, 2018 to 
weed out unaccounted wealth.

For the same purpose, Aadhaar 
linking with income-tax permanent 
account number or PAN has also 
been made mandatory.

By March 31, all mobile SIM cards 
are also to be linked with Aadhaar 
to establish the identity of mobile 
phone users.

Out of the 109.9 crore banks ac-
counts, almost 87 crore have been 
seed with Aadhaar, said the official 
of the Unique Identification Author-
ity of India (UIDAI), which issues the 
national ID number.

Of this, 58 crore have already 
been verified while in case of the 
rest the authentication process is 
underway with the documents that 
have been submitted to the banks, 
the official said.

The official further said that as 
against the 142.9 crore active mobile 
connections, 85.7 crore have already 
been linked with Aadhaar.

When contacted, UIDAI CEO 
Ajay Bhushan Pandey told PTI: “Yes, 
about 80 per cent of the bank ac-
counts have been seeded with Aad-
haar, and we hope that the remain-
ing will be covered soon...Financial 
losses caused to banks and genuine 
account holders through identity 
frauds will be curbed.” 

With over 1.2 billion residents 
already enrolled for Aadhaar -- a 
unique 12-digit number backed by 

fingerprints, iris scans and certain 
demographic details -- the pro-
gramme today is the world’s largest 
biometric database.

Aadhaar is required as an identity 
proof of residents by various govern-
ment and non-government entities.

While a five-judge Constitution 
bench is hearing a clutch of pleas 
challenging the constitutional valid-
ity of the Aadhaar programme, as 
things stand today, PAN, bank ac-
counts, credit cards, insurance poli-
cies, mutual funds, pension plans 
and social welfare benefits will have 
to be linked to Aadhaar by March 
31, 2018.

The UIDAI recently announced a 

new concept of Virtual ID which an 
Aadhaar-card holder can generate 
from its website and give for various 
purposes, including SIM verification, 
instead of sharing the actual 12-digit 
biometric ID.

The soon-to-be-introduced Vir-
tual ID, a random 16-digit number, 
will give the users the option of not 
sharing their Aadhaar number at the 
time of authentication.

Aadhaar has also announced that 
it will soon include face recognition 
alongside iris or fingerprint scan as a 
means of verifying the users, helping 
those who face issues in biometric 
authentication or have worn-out 
fingerprints.

Industry body Assocham on Sun-
day urged the government to 
relax the deadline for linking bank 

accounts, particularly those in the 
PSBs to Aadhaar, saying post-PNB 
scam, the PSU lenders are fire fight-
ing to protect their core business 
and are hard pressed for human and 
other resources.

It said the economy is just about 
to come out of the impact of demon-
etisation and the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) and is not ready for an-
other challenge by way of any bank 
account becoming inoperative after 
March 31. The last date to link bank 
accounts with Aadhaar is March 31.

“Notwithstanding judicial scru-
tiny and government’s well-inten-
tioned moves, the banks, particularly 
those in the PSUs, may find it hard 
and challenging to complete the task 
of linking Aadhaar with the accounts 

of all the customers by March 31, 
2018 thus necessitating relaxation 
of the deadline,” Assocham said in a 
statement.

Following unearthing of alleged 
frauds in the Punjab National Bank 
and a few other banks, the PSU 
lenders are anyway fire fighting to 
protect their core business and are 
hard pressed for human and other 
resources, to take up the job of Aad-
haar linkage, it added.

The statement noted that even 
those having submitted Aadhaar 
details are getting KYC reminders.

“There is a lot of confusion which 
may lead to further problems as we 
approach the deadline ...It is best 
advised that the banks be allowed to 
come out of the crisis like situation 
before they are given the additional 
task of Aadhaar seeding to customer 
accounts,” it said.

New Delhi, Mar. 4 (IANS): 
In connection with the 
alleged INR 12,600-crore 
fraud at the state-run Pun-
jab National Bank (PNB), 
also involving overseas 
branches, Mauritius has 
promised regulatory ac-
tion against individuals or 
entities found to be linked 
with “fraudulent practices”.

Taking cognizance of 
media reports about the 
PNB fraud by accused dia-
mantaire Nirav Modi and 
his uncle Mehul Chok-
si, the Financial Servic-
es Commission (FSC) of 
Mauritius has said in a 
statement that it is in con-
stant communication on 
the matter “with its in-
ternational counterparts 
under existing exchange of 
information agreements”.

“The FSC will take nec-
essary regulatory action 
against any of its licensee/
approved Officer/Manage-
ment Company found to 
be linked with any illegal, 
harmful and/or fraudulent 
practices that may cause 
any prejudice to the good 

repute of Mauritius,” it 
said. 

“The FSC is assessing 
the reported information 
and is closely monitoring 
the matter in collaboration 
with the Bank of Mauritius, 
the Mauritius Revenue Au-
thority and the Financial 
Intelligence Unit,” said 
the Mauritius’ regulator 
of non-banking financial 
services and global busi-
ness sectors.

The PNB scam in-
volved using Letters of Un-
dertaking (LoUs) issued in 
favour of the accused by 
bank employees who mis-
used their access to ther 
bank’s SWIFT electronic 
messaging system used for 
overseas funds transfers. 

According to the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) 
earlier this year, Mauritius 
is the largest source of for-
eign investment in India, 
followed by the US and 
the UK. 

The Indian Ocean is-
land nation is the largest 
source of foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) into India 

with a cumulative inflow 
that has touched $111 bil-
lion, thus, accounting for 
30 per cent of all FDI in-
flows into the country.

“Mauritius was the 
largest source of FDI in In-
dia (21.8 per cent share at 
market value) followed by 
the US, the UK, Singapore 
and Japan whereas Singa-
pore (19.7 per cent) was 
the major ODI (overseas 
direct investment) destina-
tion, followed by the Neth-
erlands, Mauritius, and the 
US,” a RBI report said.

In this connection, the 
India-Mauritius Double 
Tax Avoidance Agreement 
(DTAA) was amended in 
2016 in order to prevent 
evasion of taxes on income 
and capital gains by enti-
ties of either side.

It was amended to tack-
le a long-pending issues 
of treaty abuse -- where 
ill-gotten money is first 
sent to Mauritius through 
‘havala’ transactions, and 
then comes back as a le-
gitimate investment. This 
is called ‘round-tripping’.

Mumbai, Mar. 4 (IANS): The 
Indian media and entertain-
ment sector revenues reached 
$22.7 billion in 2017, and are 
expected to cross $31 billion 
by 2020, at a compound annual 
growth rate (CAGR) of 11.6 per 
cent, said a study released here 
on Sunday.

The report by the Federa-
tion of Indian Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry (Fic-
ci) and Ernst & Young LLP was 
launched here by Information 
and Broadcasting Minister 
Smriti Irani at the inaugural 
session of the Ficci Frames 
2018.

“The media and entertain-
ment sector continues to show 
great potential, and we expect 

it to grow on the back of India’s 
need for escapism, knowledge 
and social acceptance. Media 
and entertainment has be-
come a necessity of life, and 
provides exciting opportunities 
for existing and new compa-
nies.”

The report also said the 
digital media will be a game 
changer.

Uday Shankar, Chairman, 
Ficci Media and Entertainment 
Committee, said the sector has 
become a “critical contributor 
to the economic and social 
narrative of the country”.

“It generates millions of 
jobs directly and indirectly, 
contributes to economic 
growth with a rate almost twice 

the GDP and provides an im-
measurable ancillary contribu-
tion by serving as a platform 
for the growth of several other 
industries,” Shankar said.

“The future of the sector 
is getting built on three pil-
lars - engineers, designers and 
storytellers,” Shankar added.

As per the report, the reach 
of television increased to 64 
per cent of the country, and 
with distribution now largely 
digitized, this has brought in 
more addressability. Bucking 
international trends, the print 
and radio segments continued 
to grow, as well as build their 
digital presence.

Indian films -- both Hindi 
and regional -- grew their in-

ternational appeal with several 
doing well at the global box of-
fice.

It witnessed a growth of 
27 per cent due to a combina-
tion of high growth in overseas 
theatrical releases, especially in 
China, growth in satellite rights 
values and domestic box office 
collections.

Increase in the demand for 
global content has also resulted 
in the growth of the animation, 
VFX and post production seg-
ment, where India has become 
known for its high quality and 
efficient capabilities.

Digital subscription and 
online gaming are showing 
signs of exponential growth, 
but on a small base.

The digital world is giving a 
boost to the overall sector.

“We estimate that there are 
around 1 to 1.5 million digital 
only consumers in India to-
day, who would not normally 
use traditional media, and we 
expect this customer base to 
grow to around 4 million by 
2020, and generate significant 
digital subscription revenues 
for the media and entertain-
ment sector,” read the report.

According to John Harri-
son, Global Media and Enter-
tainment Leader - EY, “India’s 
conducive regulatory envi-
ronment and high volume of 
content consumption hold 
significant potential for foreign 
investments in the sector.”

Mumbai, Mar. 4 (PTI): The Reserve Bank 
has further tightened the priority sector 
lending (PSL) norms for foreign banks 
by directing them to mandatorily create 
sub-targets so that they lend a portion 
of their loans to small and marginal 
farmers as well as micro enterprises 
from April.

The move, directed at foreign banks 
with over 20 branches will impact the 
likes of Standard Chartered, Citi and 
HSBC, which have much higher branch 
presence, and will come into force from 
the next financial year.

The PSL norms mandate foreign 
banks to eventually lend 40 per cent of 
their total loan book to the priority sec-
tor, such as agriculture, rural infra, and 
MSMEs among others from April 2020.

In a notification over the weekend, 
RBI has said a sub-target of 8 per cent 
of net bank credit, or credit equivalent 

amount of off-balance sheet exposure, 
whichever is higher, “shall become ap-
plicable for foreign banks with 20 
branches and above, for lend-
ing to MSMEs from FY19.”

Another sub-target 
of 7.50 per cent, using 
the same criterion, 
will be applicable 
to these banks 
from FY19 for 
lending to micro 
enterprises.

But in a par-
tial relief, the 
apex bank re-
moved the prior 
condition that only 
loans of up to Rs 5 
crore and Rs 10 crore 
given to MSMEs would 
be PSL-compliant.

The notification further said “all 
bank loans to MSMEs will now qualify 

under PSL without any credit 
cap.”

According to RBI 
priority sector in-

clude medium en-
terprises, social 
infrastructure 
and renewable 
energy, apart 
from agricul-
ture and other 
existing cat-
egories.

It  c a n  b e 
noted that PSL 

has been a bone 
of contention for 

foreign banks all 
these while, and the 

latest move will only fur-

ther anger them as not meeting the new 
targets will further prevent them from 
expanding their branches.

Foreign banks have been citing their 
lack of knowledge of the rural markets 
to lend all these years, while RBI has 
been linking rural expansion as a pre-
condition for more urban presence. 
And to meet their PSL targets, they often 
buy loans from microfinance and other 
NBFCs.

However, it can be noted that most 
large MNC banks have been winding 
down their brand presence in the coun-
try and have been focusing more on 
branchless banking.

According to a November 2017 re-
port by the RBI, foreign banks are slowly 
reducing their presence in the country. 
The number of MNC bank branches 
came down from 317 in FY16 to 286 in 
FY17.

Washington, Mar. 4 (IANS): US Presi-
dent Donald Trump escalated threats 
of a trade war, saying he would slap a 
new tax on European cars if the EU re-
taliated against his proposed steel and 
aluminium tariffs, the media reported.

Trump on Thursday called for tar-
iffs of 25 per cent on steel imports and 
10 per cent on aluminium products, 
a move he said would bolster those 
industries domestically, reports CNN.

The announcement was met with 
strong criticism by international trad-
ing partners who said Trump’s plan 
could spark a trade war. European 
Union officials said they would retali-
ate with new tariffs on US goods, in-
cluding Harley-Davidson motorbikes, 
bourbon whiskey and Levi’s jeans.

However, Trump fired back in a 
tweet on Saturday.

“If the EU (European Union) wants 
to further increase their already mas-
sive tariffs and barriers on US com-
panies doing business there, we will 
simply apply a Tax on their Cars which 
freely pour into the US,” he wrote. 

“They make it impossible for our 
cars (and more) to sell there.”

The US imported more than 1.2 
million European cars from brands 
like BMW and Volkswagen in 2016, 
the most recent year for which data is 
available, according to the European 
Automobile Manufacturers Associa-
tion. Trump’s surprise vow to impose a 
new steel tariff rocked global markets. 
Economists have warned the tariffs 
could put US jobs and industries at 
risk, CNN reported. Trump stoked 
further fears of international turmoil 
on Friday by claiming “trade wars are 
good” and “easy to win”.

Mumbai, Mar. 4 (IANS): Further eco-
nomic reforms expected from the 
second-half of the Budget session and 
volatility in global stock markets will 
influence the trajectory of the key In-
dian equity indices next week, opined 
analysts.

Further, market observers pointed 
out that crude oil price fluctuations, 
combined with the stress being faced by 
the banking sector, direction of foreign 
fund flows and the rupee’s movement 
against the US dollar, will also impact 
investors’ risk-taking appetite.

“Next week, markets would closely 
track the movement in the banking 
index, especially the PSU bank stocks, 
for any recovery -- and capital goods 
stocks,” Devendra Nevgi, Founder and 
Principal Partner, Delta Global Partners, 
told IANS.

“The global market sentiment and 
FPI (Foreign Portfolio Investors) flows 
would be closely watched, as, in the 
month of February, FPIs were net sellers 
to the tune of INR 18,619 crore.”

“The DII (Domestic Institutional 
Investors) support remains crucial for 
markets. (February net purchases of 

INR 17,813 crore.)”
According to Vinod Nair, Head of 

Research, Geojit Financial Services, the 
long-term outlook for the economy 
“continues to be strong, while valuation 
for the market is still high”.

“Prevailing volatility in the market 
is due to concerns on inflation, rise 

in 10-year bond yield and US Federal 
Reserve’s rate hike trajectory,” he said.

Besides global cues, investors are 
expected to keep a close watch on the 
upcoming macro-economic data point 
-- the Nikkei India Composite PMI Out-
put Index -- and the rupee’s movement 
against the US dollar.

On the currency front, the rupee 
weakened by 96 paise to close at 65.17 
against the US dollar for the week ended 
March 1.

“News of BJP doing well in the as-
sembly polls in three key North East 
states augurs well for political stability. 
We are in a pre-election year, where 
every small and large victory will get 
bigger than usual importance. As a re-
sult, we expect the rupee to strengthen 
towards 65 levels during the first half of 
the week,” Anindya Banerjee, Deputy 
Vice President for Currency and Inter-
est Rates with Kotak Securities, told 
IANS.

“Weakness in the US dollar, post 
Trump’s announcement on trade tar-
iffs, should add momentum to the long 
rupee trade. On USD-INR, we are ex-
pecting a range of  64.70 to 65.30 levels 
on spot.”

On technical levels, the underlying 
short-term trend of the National Stock 
Exchange’s (NSE) Nifty50 remains 
bearish.

“Technically, with the Nifty resum-
ing its short-term downtrend after a 
minor pullback witnessed last week, the 

underlying trend remains down,” said 
Deepak Jasani, Head of Retail Research 
for HDFC Securities.

“Further downsides are likely once 
the immediate supports of 10,422 
points are broken.”

Last week, despite better-than-
expected macro-economic growth 
indicators, the key Indian equity indices 
closed the week on a flat-to-negative 
note as global cues and the stress faced 
by the banking sector, eroded investors’ 
risk-taking appetite.

However, a minor pullback rally 
led by healthy GDP growth data for the 
third quarter of 2017-18 helped pare 
some losses in the truncated week that 
ended Thursday, with Holi being cel-
ebrated on Friday.

Consequently, on a weekly basis, 
the barometer 30-scrip Sensitive Index 
(Sensex) of the Bombay Stock Exchange 
(BSE) declined by 95.21 points or 0.28 
per cent to close at 34,046.94 points.

Similarly, the wider Nifty50 of the 
NSE closed slightly in the red. It closed 
at 10,458.35 points -- down by just 32.7 
points or 0.31 per cent from its previous 
week’s close.
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Roads, Electricity 
and Water

Nagaland in the last few years has gone through 
one of the worst case scenarios in terms of in-
frastructure failures that the state has ever ex-

perienced since statehood. Whether it is the El Nino or 
Climate Change in action the region has been having 
unpredictable weather conditions with higher rainfall 
than previous years. Moreover, according to meteorolo-
gists the cycle of abundant rainfall has started for the 
annual south west monsoon, a few years back. It should 
be a lesson learned for the planners and lawmakers that 
after the dry spell of 15-30 years comes more rainfall.

Regrettably the state is witness to one of the worst 
road conditions in years. It is also coupled with the 
sudden increase in population in the urban areas with 
major rise in traffic. The increase in the urban popula-
tion has also have given rise to more number of human 
biases with more number of the population experienc-
ing the harrowing road and traffic conditions every day. 
Public memory is short but Dimapur and Kohima ex-
perienced worst road conditions in the late 1990s and 
early 2000s with major improvements from mid 2000s 
even the sparingly used alternative roads. However the 
maintenance was not commensurate to the numbers 
and length of the roads in the state. It is not a wonder 
that thousands are employed under one road or the 
other as contingency labourers. Most probably, the lit-
tle money for maintenance is paid off as salary with no 
work done.

The state is also presently going through a crum-
bling power infrastructure. This is a bigger threat to 
the development of the state than perceived. The state 
is hardly able to sustain the purchase of power but the 
percentage of recovery is very low. Ridiculously, most of 
the major defaulting consumers are government offic-
es and quasi government institutions. There has been 
not a single government with the political will to correct 
this problem over the years. The hapless citizens con-
tinue to bear the brunt of it. Moreover, the state usually 
should have surplus power but even the much publi-
cised Doyang Hydro Electric Project fails to give reach 
its optimum capacity. The increased rainfall unfortu-
nately could not be tapped.

With regard to water supply, safe drinking water is 
no longer a state subject in Nagaland. Any form of wa-
ter to the households is instead a luxury. Households 
now depend on either rain water and privately sourced 
means of water supply or ground water. The actual av-
erage litres per capita day supply should actually put to 
shame the lawmakers concerned with the department. 
On the flip side, the increased rainfall causing bad road 
conditions is a blessing in disguise for many citizens 
when it comes to water problems. In the rural areas the 
many years of incorrect data a.k.a ‘paper works’ indi-
cates sufficient water supply with proper water sourc-
ing projects as per specifications, well maintained dis-
tribution with sufficient reservoirs. Everyone from the 
department to the village, even after communitisation, 
are in a catch-22 situation as an honest status quo re-
port might land many into trouble.

The slogan ‘sadak, bijli, pani’ meaning roads, elec-
tricity and water is now considered out of fashion even 
in most parts of India. For a state that recently attained 
54 years since statehood, it is very unfortunate to be 
discussing it.

‘Padmini’: A Lot More than Just Beauty
Nivedita Singh | IANS

Title: Padmini: The Spirited Queen of Chittor; 
Author: Mridula Behari; Publisher: Penguin Books; 

Pages: 233; Price: Rs 299

The legendary Rajput queen of Chittor, Padmini, 
may have been a great beauty. But in this work 
of fiction, she is a lot more, with an unbreak-

able tenacity of spirit, and a sense of righteousness 
and responsibility in equal measure -- a feminist at a 
time when the term was not even coined. In Mridula 
Behari’s “Padmini: The Spirited Queen of Chittor” 
one can find a number of instances where the queen 
has been portrayed in shades of bravery and valour.

The queen, in the novel, even wonders whether 
Sage Manu ever felt the need to understand a wom-
an’s mind.

“The emancipation of women is reined in by 
men. Sage Manu had ordained that a woman had to 
be under a man’s control from the time she was born 
till she breathed her last.

“The authors of religious texts do not treat wom-
en with dignity... Women are the fountainhead of pu-
rity. They are the bearers of culture. But the ancient 
philosophers and thinkers seem to have exhausted 
their intellectual energy in giving vent to the feelings 
of men alone,” she said.

Narrated from Padmini’s perspective, “ Padmini - 
The Spirited Queen of Chittor” is a moving retelling 
of the famed legend in which she tries to make sense 
of what it means to be a woman in man’s world.

Padmini, in the novel, says to herself, when her 
stepson says she has to sacrifice her honour for the 
greater good of Chittor: “Is a woman next to noth-
ing? Doesn’t he realise that a woman carries with her 
an entire culture? She is the very source of ethos and 
progeny. She is the preserver of long-cherished mor-
als, customs and values. The evildoers perish, but 
culture flows eternally.”

“Am I worthless? Is a woman merely a showpiece, 
a commodity, an object for sensual enjoyment, a 

luxurious accessory, someone’s private property?... 
Does she have no self-esteem of her own without a 
man by her side?” Padmini questions in the novel.

“Women have been reduced to an instrument to 
satisfy a man’s lust...This is the reason why so many 
abductions take place; just to forcibly seize that 
prized possession.”

“It is male chauvinism that has dealt a severe 
blow to the hearts and minds of women... A man is 
selfish by nature. He evaluates everything from his 
own point of view. It is his own value system by which 
he judges others,” Padmini laments.

So, what happens when push comes to shove? 
The ambitious Sultan Alauddin Khilji becomes in-
fatuated with Padmini’s famed beauty, arrives at her 
doorstep in Chittor and lays siege to the fort. Padmini 
convinces her husband, Maharawal Ratan Singh, 
and his warriors to abandon any thought of surren-
der. Despite putting up a brave fight, when defeat 
seems imminent, Padmini chooses death by “Jauhar” 
over dishonour.

That, at least, is the legend of Padmini that is well 
known in the country. Traditional bards have been 
singing about her for years and now, especially after 
the Sanjay Leela Bhansali-directed film “Padmaavat”, 
her name is everywhere. The book, released soon 
after the film, has a cover with a sketch of Padmini 
looking like Deepika Padukone -- the lead of the film.

“I don’t know how and when the idea of the story 
of Padmini took seed in my mind... I have portrayed 
her as I saw her through my mind’s eye,” Behari says 
in the Preface, adding: “This novel is based on ‘Gora 
Badal Padmini Chaupai’ by Hem Ratan, a little-
known 16th-century work.”

(Nivedita Singh can be contacted at  
nivedita.singh@ians.in)

My life helps paint my neighbor’s picture 
of God.

My friend Archie came home from vacation 
to find his neighbor had erected a wooden 
fence five feet inside his property line. Sev-

eral weeks went by during which Archie tried to work 
with his neighbor to remove the fence. He offered to 
help and to split the cost of the work, but to no avail. 
Archie could have appealed to civil authorities, but he 
chose to forgo that right in this instance and allow the 
fence to stand—to show his neighbor something of 
the grace of God.

“Archie is a wimp!” you say. No, he was man of 
towering strength, but he chose grace over a patch 
of grass.

I think of Abraham and Lot, who fell into conflict 
because their flocks and herds overwhelmed the land. 
“Quarreling arose between Abram’s herders and Lot’s. 
The Canaanites and the Perizzites [the unbelieving 
community] were also living in the land at that time” 
(Genesis 13:7). Lot chose the best of the land and lost 
everything in the end. Abraham took what was left 
over and gained the promised land (vv. 12–17).

We do have rights and we can claim them, espe-
cially when other’s rights are involved. And some-
times we should insist on them. Paul did when the 
Sanhedrin acted unlawfully (see Acts 23:1–3). But we 
can choose to set them aside to show the world a bet-
ter way. This is what the Bible calls “meekness”—not 
weakness. Strength under God’s control.

Dear Lord, I am prone to look out for myself. Give 
me wisdom to know when giving up my rights 

would best demonstrate Your love and grace to 
others.

DAILY
PATH

Grass or Grace
BIBLE READ:  GENESIS 13:1–18
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
Lot chose for himself the whole plain of the Jordan. 

~  Genesis 13:11

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

O
ne of the surest way to 
cleanse Naga society from 
the political complexities vo-
raciously devouring us is to 

let people who are not overly obsessed 
with politics, not owing unrestricted 
allegiance to any political party or 
not dependent on a politician(s) for 
their sustainance to manage our vil-
lage councils and it’s affiliated bodies 
like the mothers/women, youth and 
students. These powerful traditional 
institutions have indisputable author-
ity to shape our future and control 
events in their respective ancestral 
domains. If citizens free from political 
influences lead various naga village’s 

mandated institutions. The dilemmas 
confronting us can be sorted in a dig-
nified manner. Be it political, social 
or religious. In rural or urban areas. In 
the lower or higher echelons of society. 
With steadfast community leaders 
at the helm of grassroot village and 
tribal offices. Naga men, women and 
youths misusing the many broader 
regional and apex naga organisa-
tions for their personal gains or in 
the interest of politicians will be in-
capacitated and made redundant. 
With apolitical and unattached offi-
cials in our villages, tribes and hohos. 
Political rotteness will have no space to 
breed or spread.

Have no doubt! villages and the 
tribes wield much more power than 
politicians in Naga society. Politicians 
have never lorded over Nagas and 
should never be allowed to. Their pur-
pose is to govern and not rule! The tra-
ditional institutions should positively 
utilize their inherent powers to ensure 
that politicians start to serve. While we 
the people (especially the Church) must 
reciprocate by giving politicians the 
freedom to govern the state with least 
interference.

We learned this election that clean 
electioneering is possible and it is for 
the Church to pursue it. That free and 
fair polling is possible and it is for the 

traditional authorities to ensure it. 
That peaceful voting is possible and 
it is for the electorate to choose it. 
Without any argument polling to the just 
concluded 13th NLA was predominant-
ly peaceful in areas where village insti-
tutions were united but spiraled out of 
control where village institutions gave 
slack, were disunited or too involved.  
If the Church and Village roll up it’s 
sleeves with good intentions and de-
termination. We Nagas don’t require 
central forces or any other authority to 
teach us and make us follow Clean, fair 
and free elections. We can get out of this 
duplicity on our own! 

Peter Rutsa

A
s expected, the curtain has fallen on ‘anti-
BJP’ parleys, undeterred by alarmed reli-
gious intent. Virtually, the alliance is bound 
to dismiss the warnings as ‘unattainable ap-

prehensions’ in conformation to their proclaimed 
rule out of a Hindu state. While the saffron relation 
with NPF was marred, perhaps by ineptness, Mr. Rio’s 
ability to channel ways with the central regime was 
commonly seen. The hinted morass for ‘religious sui-
cide’ of course does not hang on his head. A terrible 
plot in fact by NPF would have been more wearisome 
had BJP been kicked into their net. It was the anti-
Christian factors which NPF campaigned and lured 
additional votes, but backslidden too fast to return to 
its ‘vomit’, thanks to their insecure number. The trial 
is enough at least avoiding the joke of this election! 
So there’s no need to lament BJP’s inroad through 
pre-poll ties. The concerned initiatives undertaken 
are sincerely appreciated, without jibe.

The tendency here is to link Rio as the prominent 
leader (with due respect). A quick look at his pro-
file is desired upon his return for the top seat. Rio’s 
probable rise was imminent since his vocal aversion 
against governmental handlings while he was then 
the Home minister. The eventual roll out of NPF un-
der his wheels in 2003 for change of guard was there-
fore apparent. It must be noted that his dynamism 
and organization had outclassed detractors to secure 

his position as the Chief Minister, hitherto marking 
the nature of power-play. It might have been more fa-
vorable for him to command leadership in the state. 
Interestingly, the amazing wielding of power with 
an instantly-formed party, after attempted state up-
heavals and crisis in NPF, were indicative of his inevi-
table comeback.

Needless to say, a crucial feature of this election 
had carried deep societal sentiments rejecting Hindu 
‘price lings’ of the BJP. Detesting the Rightist exposure 
of religious membrane will increase, notwithstanding 
their verbal denial. It should be unsurprising for sup-
porters how the Ayodhya campaign and RSS censor 
for obtaining BJP ticket establishes inalterable bond. 
Hindu imagination of India may persist, yet remain 
insoluble and incompatible with real nation-state. 
The long run question lies what if Hinduism ends? At 
all costs, religious appeal is congenial with personal 
solace and not beyond.

In humble concept - The political exercise, how-
ever disturbing, is unstoppable insofar as election 
and alliance politics had surfaced. It appears that the 
‘right-wing’ goals cannot be disqualified, but their 
mission can.  Perhaps sadly, the religious concerns 
could not be squared as wanted, but equally prompt-
ing is why the grave concern of spiritual health 
should mount up on the political front? Should there 
be stronger steps to wipe out BJP? In all frankness, 

personal convictions of a lasting Saviour will be more 
useful, so long the impact of aligning with non-Chris-
tian values is to be better told. This possibly will make 
‘BJP-RSS-matrimony’ an unwanted saviour. Rio said 
that the seat negotiations were maintained in larger 
interest of Christians in Nagaland. The conduct will 
ultimately be judged in governance. Essentially, giv-
en customary provision of the state – 371 A, the gov-
ernment should exercise every right to stop elements 
from distorting the society’s culture and beliefs. The 
ideal purpose is hence protecting and preserving 
values of the land which are so precious to lose in 
the twilight of politics. Let it resonate in the elevat-
ed chambers that people have long rallied to regard 
leaders with dignity and integrity; thereon welcome 
their venture with open arms. Does the new band ex-
ude such confidence? Once again, it is unfortunate 
when the society’s moral ailments have grimed more 
doubt of receiving proper treatment. Nonetheless - 
whereas there are celebrations of the leader’s return 
to home-state, which is natural, there’s real crusading 
need of the society to go for surgery. Without doubt, 
Rio in rejuvenated spirit enters history to demon-
strate prowess against manning elements in the sin-
cere quest for the Nagas. The election success as part 
of democratic process deserves congratulation, thus 
wishes the endeavour anticipated government. 

Roviso

I
n a democratic form of government, the common 
people believe that a healthy opposition is essen-
tial for the sound working of democracy. There is 
a vigilant opposition, constantly on the alert and 

keep an eye on the government’s policies and actions. 
When there are well-informed critics they are ever 
ready to expose the wrongs committed by the gov-
ernment. It can bring to light its acts of omission and 
commission. As such the ruling party can hardly af-
ford to be slack and negligent in the performance of its 
duty towards the country/state to provide an efficient 
and sound government. In sum, the role of opposition 
is to ensure stability, legitimacy, accountability and 
transparency in the political process and governance. 

As I understand the role of the opposition party/
parties are very important and crucial in the demo-
cratic process. Unfortunately in recent years Naga-
land seems to be one of the pioneers in forming the 
opposition-less government in India and it is disgrace-
ful to make a big boast out of it. Is it not an assault on 
democracy in running an opposition-less government 
in Nagaland? Why did our elected members of assem-
bly want to form an opposition-less government in 
the first place? Indeed, it is nothing short of a political 
harum-scarum pact having no substantial ingredient 
to feed on. What more evidence do we need to prove! 
The entire system was broken down yet it was okay 
with the government! 

But have we given a thought on why our elected 
members of legislative assembly have tendency to 
hang on to an opposition-less government?  Why do 
all of them want to be in the ruling government leaving 
no one in the opposition? Why do all of them want to 
be cabinet ministers, ministers of state or parliamen-
tary secretaries at least as a last resort? Do they really 
have people in mind when they do horse trading? Do 
our present elected members of legislative assembly 
still have that instinct in their blood as they are like old 
wine in the new wineskins? 

I observed serious political and practical flaws in 
the concept of opposition-less government that was 
obnoxiously experimented in recent years in Naga-
land. First, the opposition-less government is driven 
by position and money power thereby doing all sorts 
of tricks and unethical practices to be with the ruling 
party(ies). It is not for the sake of the people that all 
the parties are riding on the same boat. Instead, it is 
for their own convenience and benefits that they are 
all on the same boat no matter how stinging and un-
comfortable inside. Second, the opposition-less gov-
ernment is without guiding principle. Any political 
party that lacks guiding principle is farce. There is no 
vision, no mission, no direction and no road map for 
the development of the state. Every elected member 
consumes the central funds that are meant for the de-
velopment of the state through various unfair means. 

They are running the government by hook or by crook. 
As someone has rightly commented that opposition-
less government leads to party less government. 
Hence, in this context it is not exaggerated to say that 
opposition-less government is more of enjoyment and 
entertainment government. Third, the opposition-
less government viciously lacks transparency and ac-
countability in all spheres of governance. As the gov-
ernment is run by power mongers, the entire system is 
based on appeasement and one’s own quota attitude. 
This practice leads to manipulating the entire system 
for one’s own personal interests and agendas. Fourth, 
the very idea opposition-less itself carries perverted 
and corrupt idea of governance. Indeed, opposition-
less government strengthens and enhances corrup-
tion extensively. Corruption breeds comfortably un-
der its loose system.        

As the formation of the new government is almost 
taking the final shape, it is equally important to con-
sider the election verdict that it clearly favours that 
the role of an opposition in the formation of new gov-
ernment in Nagaland. This people’s mandate is to be 
taken seriously by all the political parties. If this aspect 
is sidelined and undermined it would bring the worst 
nightmare for the people of Nagaland. Do not ever re-
peat an opposition-less government in Nagaland for 
God’s sake please! 

Rev.Aheto Sema

Politics is Not Dirty, it is Those Involved Who Dirty It!

Rio Home Coming Crusade

No Opposition-Less Government This Time in Nagaland Please!
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A man washes his head with cold water for respite from the heat. Credit: PTI
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Sudden changes 
in your romantic situation could occur to-
day, Aries. If you’re currently committed to 
someone, expect some surprising proposi-

tions from your partner. If you’re involved but not com-
mitted, a marriage proposal might be in the picture. If 
you aren’t currently involved, you could meet someone 
new and exciting under unusual circumstances. Make 
sure you look your best today, even if you’re only run-
ning down to the supermarket!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): As the world 
economy continues to boom, Taurus, don’t 
be surprised if you’re surrounded by new 
work possibilities. More than one chance to 

increase your income could come your way today. The 
problem will be wading through all these opportuni-
ties and trying to decide which is the most appealing 
and workable for you. List your options and outline the 
pros and cons of each. Writing things down can some-
times make them clearer.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You should be 
feeling especially creative at this time. Social 
events could put you in touch with some ex-
citing new people, Gemini. Contact with those 

in interesting professions could open up new personal 
and intellectual avenues to explore today. New friends 
could come your way, and your romantic situation 
should intensify. Expect some exciting discussions and 
the opportunity to learn more about the professions 
and personalities of the people around you.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): One or more 
exciting new people could come into your 
life today, perhaps through friends or 
group activities of some kind. They might 

actually visit you in your home. Expect to be inspired 
and motivated by your contact with these people 
and others, Cancer, and to have a lot of new possi-
bilities for your future running through your head. 
You might also begin to contemplate a move. Enjoy 
your day.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today is likely to 
prove very busy, Leo, and full of interest-
ing, unusual developments. You might 
find yourself having to run a lot of er-

rands in your neighborhood, perhaps also making 
a few short visits. A lot of letters and phone calls, 
some with intriguing news, could also be on your 
agenda at this time. It could take some time for 
you to process all the information and make sense 
of it.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Opportunities 
to increase your income by working out of 
your home could well present themselves 
today. There might be more than one, and 

you could be tempted to take them all on. Think 
about this carefully before you commit, Virgo. You’re 
feeling energetic today, but that could flag on future 
days. Consider the situation honestly and objective-
ly before making any firm decisions. You don’t want 
to regret it later.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Paperwork regard-
ing financial matters may need to be execut-
ed at some point today, Libra. You’re in the 
mood for some adventure, perhaps physical 

or romantic. You might be tempted to participate in 
challenging sports, such as river rafting or downhill ski-
ing, or you might decide to attend a group meeting and 
see what opportunities for contacts - not to mention 
romantic partners! - come your way. Take care! Have 
fun, but move ahead with caution.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Today, Scorpio, 
a subject that particularly interests you could 
cause you to delve into obscure sources to 
shed more light on it. Your intuition should 

help, but today you’re more inclined to search for solid 
evidence. You might find what you seek in an unusual 
place and in an unconventional way. You might want 
to carry a notebook and pen with you today, even if it’s 
just to the corner store!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Today 
should find you continuing to work toward 
cherished career and other goals. Love mat-
ters may come to the forefront, Sagittarius. 

If you’re currently involved, unexpected events could 
bring you that much closer to your partner. If you 
aren’t involved, you could meet someone exciting, 
perhaps through some kind of group activities. Also, 
a longtime friend could suddenly appear to you in a 
new light. Whichever it is, expect some interesting de-
velopments.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): A lot of ef-
fort, energy, and enthusiasm that you’ve put 
into various business or personal projects 
in the past could finally pay off today. Don’t 

be surprised if you receive some unexpected praise 
or acknowledgement for your work. Friends and your 
special someone are likely to be very proud of you for 
this, Capricorn, so don’t be surprised if you receive a lot 
of compliments and congratulations. Go out and cel-
ebrate tonight!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Unexpect-
ed communications from people far away 
could open up new opportunities regarding 
career, education, travel, or other broaden-

ing experiences. As a result, Aquarius, new friendships 
could develop, as well as new ideas and possibly excit-
ing new goals. Modern technology could play a major 
role in this development. A trip by air could be on the 
horizon, probably to a place you’ve never been before. 
Don’t be too overwhelmed by it all!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Career and busi-
ness continue to play a powerful role in your 
life now, as new ideas, new people, and con-
siderations as mundane as modern equip-

ment open up new doors for you, Pisces. In addition, 
romantic involvements could intensify. If you’re cur-
rently committed to someone, expect to grow closer. 
If you’re involved but not exclusive, a proposal could 
be on the horizon. If you aren’t involved, don’t be sur-
prised if you meet someone new and exciting.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Source: Central Statistics Office

Private Consumption Gross Fixed Capital Formation Gross Domestic Product Overall Gross Value Added

FY17 Q1 FY18 Q3 FY17 Q1 FY18 Q3 FY18 Q1 FY18Q2 FY18Q3 FY18 Q1 FYQ2 FYQ3

8.4% 5.6% 7.4% 12% 5.7% 6.3% 7.2% 5.6% 6.2% 6.7

I
n a significant recovery, Asia’s third 
largest economy, India’s Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP) grew at 7.2 per 
cent in the third quarter of financial 

year 2017-18 (October-December), up 
from 6.5 per cent and 5.7 per cent in the 
previous two quarters respectively as the 
twin impacts of demonetisation and GST 
implementation wane.  With this, the In-
dian economy regained its status as the 
world’s fastest-growing major economy 
during the quarter, beating China after a 
one-year gap. 

This recovery was sparked by a revival in 
investment demand, registering a growth 
of 12%. Consumption demand decelerates 
but is offset by a spurt in investment de-
mand which strokes a rebound in growth. 
The double-digit growth of capital goods, 

the sharp rise in the government’s capital 
spending (it doubled to Rs 90,207 crore in 
Q3FY18 from a year before) and the modest 
pick-up in the capital spending of the state 
governments in Q3FY18 may have contrib-
uted to the 12% expansion in gross fixed 
capital formation in Q3FY18.

“All three sectors - agriculture, industry 
and services - have accelerated in the third 
quarter. Agriculture, forestry and fishing 
sector showed improved growth of 4.1%, 
while the industrial sector growth also im-
proved to 6.8% and services sector to 7.7% 
in Q3 of 2017-18. Within the industrial 
sector, the manufacturing output surged 

8.1%, utilities 6.1% and construction 6.8%, 
but mining sector output fell 0.1%. Among 
the services sector component, the output 
of trade, hotels, transport, communica-
tion and services related to broadcasting 
jumped 9.0%, financial, real estate and 
professional services 6.7%, and public ad-

ministration, defence and other service 
7.2% in Q3 of 2017-18. “Importantly GST 
disruption is seen waning as borne out by 
manufacturing sector growth at 8.1% in Oc-
tober-December vs 6.2% in July-September. 
Construction, government services and ag-
riculture have led the growth in the Decem-
ber quarter. According to Economic Affairs 

Secretary Subhash Chandra Garg,   strong 
fixed capital growth also indicates that in-
vestment is picking up very well and agri-
culture and services have performed quite 
well.

The current growth rate reflects that 
reforms by the government have started 

showing results The GDP data could help 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who faces 
criticism over mounting bad loans of state 
banks and a $1.77 billion fraud at state 
lender Punjab National Bank , the biggest 
in the country’s banking history.

Modi is trying to accelerate growth 
through higher state spending, includ-

ing Rs 2.1 lakh crore ($32.36 billion) for 
recapitalisation of state banks, beset with 
mounting bad loans of nearly $148 billion. 
Improvement in private consumption, in-
crease in capacity utilization and private 
capex cycle revival will be driving higher 
growth

 But given that government spending 
has driven economic growth, the rising 
fiscal deficit numbers could prove to be a 
constraint. Growing concerns of embers 
over continued inflationary risks arising 
from high food and crude prices. High 
bad loans and reported fraud in the bank-
ing system have already happened. Right 
measures to eradicate such incidences in 
future and finding NPA resolution is the 
path ahead. There are concerns of rising 
fiscal deficit and possibility of interest 
rates rising further. While all other things 
seem to be in place, paucity of rainfall can 
be major risk in next one year.

B
y the end of this century, the 
world’s population will have in-
creased by half – that’s another 3.6 
billion people. According to the 

UN, the global population is set to reach 
over 11.2 billion by the year 2100, up from 
the current population which was estimat-
ed at the end of 2017 to be 7.6 billion. And 
that is considered to be “medium growth”.

The upscaling required in terms of in-
frastructure and development, not to men-
tion the pressure on material resources, is 
equivalent to supplying seven times the 
population of the (pre-Brexit) European 
Union countries, currently 511m. With the 
global population rising at 45m per year, 
comes the inevitable rise in demand for 
food, water and materials, but perhaps 
most essentially, housing.
Housing needs are changing
Average household sizes vary significantly 
between different continents and also by 
country. According to the UN, recent trends 

over the last 50 years have also shown de-
clines in household sizes. For example, 
in France, the average household size fell 
from 3.1 persons in 1968 to 2.3 in 2011, the 
same time the country’s fertility rate fell 
from 2.6 to 2.0 live births per woman. In 
Kenya, the average household size fell from 
5.3 persons per household in 1969 to 4.0 in 
2014, in line with a fertility decline from 8.1 
to 4.4 live births per woman.

Increasingly ageing populations, par-
ticularly in developed countries, are caus-
ing a demographic shift in future care 
needs, but it also means that people are 
staying in their own homes for longer, 
which affects the cycle of existing housing 
becoming available each year. One of the 
most marked changes has been the rise in 
one and two-person households in the UK 
and other developed countries.

Statistics published by the National 
Records for Scotland, for example, reveal 
the influence of these changing demo-
graphics, with future household demand 
rising faster than population growth. By 
2037, Scotland’s population growth is fore-
cast to be 9%, with growth in the number 

of households forecast to be 17%. This 8% 
difference is in effect the household growth 
demand from the existing population.

In England, between now and 2041, the 
population is expected to increase by 16%, 
with projected household growth at 23%, 
resulting in a 7% difference in demand.

As people live longer and one and two-
person households increase, the number 
of future households required rises faster 
than the population. In 2014, urban issues 
website CityLab dubbed the situation the 
“world’s ticking household bomb”.

As more developing countries deliver 
infrastructure and progress similar to de-
veloped countries – improving the stand-
ard of living and extending life expectancy 
– household sizes will decrease, placing 
greater demand on supply of new housing. 
So if this difference between household de-
mand and population growth occurs glo-
bally at around 7-8% over the next 80 years, 
this will require an additional 800m homes.

Taking an average global three-person 
household (1.2 billion homes) coupled 
with that 8% demographic factor of total 
global population over the period results 

in a need for more than two billion new 
homes by the end of the 21st century.
Meeting the demand
The current and future demand for new 
housing is compelling governments to 
push for further innovations in “offsite” – 
prefabricated – construction to speed up 
the supply of new housing. The UK Indus-
trial Strategy published in November 2017 
has a strong focus on offsite construction 
for the future. This sector has grown rap-
idly over the last decade with new markets 
in healthcare, education and commercial 
buildings. But for prefab construction to 
deliver more houses at a faster rate means 
looking at alternative solutions to the prob-
lem.

Things that slow down the rate that 
prefab houses are built include the lengthy 
preparation time required for sub-struc-
tures and foundations; delays to the in-
stallation of utilities and building services; 
and a lack of well-trained construction-site 
managers capable of delivering the com-
plex logistics involved.

With more than 65m people displaced 

by man-made and natural disasters glo-
bally, this puts further pressures on coun-
tries unable to supply enough new hous-
ing as it is.

The issue of availability of materials to 
meet the demands of constructing two bil-
lion new homes emphasises the need for 
countries to resource them as efficiently 
as possible. Government policies which 
encourage the sustainable design of new 
buildings to maximise future re-use, re-
duce carbon emissions and manage re-
sources properly will be essential. Over the 
next 30 years, the countries which promote 
policies to help sustain and increase new 
housing provision will be more likely to 
avoid problems in sourcing materials and 
price hikes.

The ConversationFor many countries, 
housing supply is a now a hot topic for na-
tional debate and policy strategy. For the 
rest of the world it will soon become the 
most pressing issue facing governments 
this century.

(Sean Smith is director of the Institute 
for Sustainable Construction, Edinburgh 

Napier University.)

Weather patterns across the 
country are changing. Urban 

areas are especially feeling 
the impact of a severe flux in 

conditions.

The residents of Pune faced a 
wide range of temperatures 
on February 28 (Wednesday), 

according to the Times of India, as 
the maximum and minimum tem-
peratures differed by 20º C. The In-
dian Meteorological Department 
(IMD) has forecast that such differ-
ences can be expected to continue 
in Pune for another week at least.

The Maharashtrian city is not 
alone experiencing such flux. 
Around the country as well as the 
world, cities have been increasingly 
reporting seesawing weather.

The IMD has also forecast an 
earlier onset of the Indian sum-
mer this year. According Hindustan 
Times, all states are predicted to ex-
perience temperatures above nor-
mal between March and May. Ker-
ala is also likely to record its hottest 
year in 2018 since the IMD com-

menced record-keeping in 1900.
Similar trends have been re-

ported in cities like Mumbai, 
where the maximum temperature 
on February 27 was 5.5º C above 
normal. One report also suggested 
that there are higher chances of 
heat wave occurrences this year. 
Heat-wave warnings have already 
been issued in some places in Ma-
harashtra.

Together with water scarcity, 
these conditions can have an ad-
verse impact on human health, 
livestock and agricultural produce. 
Talking about the effects of heat-
waves, Dilip Mavalankar, director 
of the Indian Institute of Public 
Health, Gandhinagar, said, “When 
people are exposed to very high 
temperatures, they start developing 
a [fever] and the body’s heat-regu-
lation mechanism and circulation 
fails. People can die if they are not 
cooled down immediately.”

The number of people who suc-
cumbed to heatstroke in India has 
decreased from 2,081 in 2015 to 557 
in 2016. The Ministry of Earth Sci-
ences has attributed this to higher 
preparedness.

These deviations from normal 

are not restricted to summers. In 
2017, the monsoon rains, though 
measuring up to 95% of the long-
term average for the country, were 
well below average in many states, 
thus affecting agricultural output. 
State-specific data revealed that in 
2016 there were major differences 
in the rainfall received among some 
states. The same report said that 
40% of all districts in India were 
struck by drought in 2016 due to in-
sufficient rainfall, while almost 25% 
of districts received surplus rainfall 
(in the order of over 100 mm in un-
der 24 hours).

Researchers led by Vimal 
Mishra, an assistant professor in 
the civil engineering department 
at IIT Gandhinagar, have observed 
an increase in the intensity of rain-
fall received in less than 24 hours 
as well as a two-fold increase in the 
intensity of such rainfall in India’s 
urban centres in the country, The 
Hindu reported. They warned that 
cities with larger impervious areas 
would also be more prone to flood-
ing as a result.

Falling green cover makes things 
worse for cities because trees influ-
ence local temperature and help 

absorb rainfall. A study conducted 
by a team from Indian Institute of 
Science, Bengaluru, showed using 
a satellite drone that the number 
of trees in major cities like Kolkata, 
Ahmedabad, Bhopal and Hydera-
bad have all fallen significantly over 
a period of 20 years. According to 
the Times of India, dense forest cov-
er in Delhi has decreased in the last 
three years. Similarly, Bengaluru 
lost 65% of its tree cover between 
1999 and 2014, according to a dif-
ferent study.

The temperature difference be-
tween urban and rural areas are 
also stark. Another of Mishra’s stud-
ies showed that urban areas are 
often 3-5º C warmer than the sur-
rounding non-urban areas. This is 
attributed to the urban heat island 
effect, where urban areas are warm-
er thanks land modifications, heat 
retained by buildings and waste 
heat generated by energy use (not 
to mention lower green cover).

People living in slums in cities 
may also be affected disproportion-
ately by the heat island effect be-
cause their houses “feel the urban 
heat island effect the most”, caus-
ing “discomfort to dwellers in the 

day as well as in the night,” Rajshree 
Kotharkar, an associate professor 
at Visvesvaraya National Institute 
of Technology, Nagpur, told The 
Hindu.

The urban poor and homeless 
are affected the worst because they 
lack access to protection. Ahmeda-
bad recently implemented meas-
ures like keeping public parks 

open, distributing white paint for 
roofs and setting up free drinking 
water facilities to help the urban 
poor survive heat waves, which 
helped keep death tolls at under 
20 during the historic heat wave of 
2015, which took 2,081 lives across 
the country. But in Delhi, over 100 
people died in the 2014 winter due 
to a lack of shelters.

Spurt in Quarterly Growth Rate: Reforms Showing Results

The World Needs to Build Over Two Billion New Homes in the Next 80 Years
By the end of this century the world’s population will have increased by half, creating a 

housing problem that needs to be solved now.

Are Summers in Indian Cities Becoming Hotter and Monsoons Wetter?
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Asaduddin Owaisi

Amarinder Singh

Karti Chidambaram

INX Media case probe: Karti 
confronted with Indrani

Naveen Patnaik to meet fate of Manik Sarkar of Tripura — Oram 

KCR’s statement will have far-reaching impact on national politics — Owaisi

Disability rights activist 
Javed Abidi dies at 53 

No tie-up with SP for Gorakhpur, 
Phulpur LS bypolls — Mayawati 

Reform, perform and transform, 
Naidu tells universities

Modi cannot create wedge between 
me, Congress — Amarinder

Caste discrimination a reality in Himachal schools

Mumbai, Mar. 4 (PTI): 
Karti Chidambaram, ar-
rested in the INX Media 
case, was today brought 
to the Byculla prison here 
and confronted with In-
drani Mukerjea as part of 
the CBI’s probe into the 
matter, a senior official 
said.

Karti Chidambaram, 
the son of senior Congress 
leader and former Union 
minister P Chidambaram, 
was brought to the jail in 
central Mumbai around 
11.15 am by a six-mem-
ber team of the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI), he said.

The official said Karti 
Chidambaram and Muk-
erjea were brought face-
to-face and questioned 
by the CBI team for about 
four hours. Mukerjea, a 
former director of INX 
Media (P) Ltd, is lodged in 
the jail in connection with 
the Sheena Bora murder 
case.

After the question-
ing, the CBI team left the 
prison along with Karti 
Chidambaram and head-
ed towards the Mumbai 

airport.
While entering the 

prison, Karti Chidambar-
am waved at the media 
persons who had assem-
bled outside the high se-
curity prison.

Karti Chidambaram 
and Mukerjea were ques-
tioned by the CBI as a part 
of its probe in the INX 
Media deal in which the 
former allegedly received 
kickbacks.

The doors of the pris-
ons were shut and no oth-
er person from outside 
was allowed to enter the 
premises when the two 
were questioned, the of-
ficial said.

The CBI team came 
out of the prison around 
3.15 pm and a smiling 
Kar t i  Chidambaram 
waved again at the me-
dia persons while stand-
ing on the footboard of 
a car being used by the 
agency.

He was asked by the 
CBI officials to get down 
from the footboard before 
they left the jail premises.

Karti Chidambaram 
was arrested by the CBI on 
February 28 after a con-
fessional statement was 
given by Mukerjea before 
a magistrate.

He was sent in a five-
day CBI custody on March 

1.
Karti Chidambaram, 

46, was arrested at Chen-
nai airport on his return 
from the United King-
dom, in connection with 
the FIR lodged on May 15 
last year alleging irregu-
larities in Foreign Invest-
ment Promotion Board 
(FIPB) clearance to INX 
Media for receiving over-
seas funds worth about 
Rs 305 crore in 2007 when 
his father was the Union 
finance minister.

It is alleged that Karti 
had received funds to the 
tune of Rs 10 lakh in the 
case, officials had earlier 
said.

The fresh evidence in 
the case, which triggered 
his arrest, was based on 
the statement of Muker-
jea, who recorded it under 
section 164 of CrPC before 
a magistrate on Febru-
ary 17.

The CBI alleged that 
Karti Chidambaram also 
received money from 
INX media to scuttle a 
tax probe. The firm was 
owned at the time by 
former media baron Pe-

ter Mukerjea and Indrani, 
who are currently in jail 
on charges of murdering 
Indrani’s daughter Sheena 
Bora.

The Enforcement Di-
rectorate has also regis-
tered a money laundering 
case.

The CBI and the ED 
had carried out a series 
of searches at the houses 
and offices owned by the 
Chidambarams. Karti 
Chidambaram was ques-
tioned several times by 
the ED.

A Delhi court had on 
March 1 allowed the cus-
todial interrogation of 
Karti Chidambaram by 
the CBI for five days, say-
ing there was a need to 
unearth the larger con-
spiracy in the INX Media 
case and his presence 
would serve some impor-
tant purposes connected 
with the investigation.

The court had said 
his CBI custody was nec-
essary to confront him 
with documents and the 
co-accused, as well as to 
probe the role of others 
involved in the case.

Bhubaneswar, Mar. 4 (PTI): Union 
Minister Jual Oram today said Chief 
Minister Naveen Patnaik will suffer 
the same fate as Tripura’s Manik 
Sarkar after the 2019 Assembly elec-
tions in Odisha.

The BJP had yesterday registered 
a thumping win in Tripura, ending 
the CPI(M)-led Left Front govern-
ment’s 25-year rule. The state’s Chief 
Minister Manik Sarkar, who was at 
the helm since 1998, resigned today 
following the heavy defeat.

“With blessings of the people, 
the BJP will form government in 
Odisha after ousting Naveen Pat-
naik,” Oram, who is the Tribal Af-
fairs Minister, told reporters here.

Drawing a parallel between Pat-
naik and Manik Sarkar, Oram said: 
The organisation that felicitated 
Manik Sarkar as the best chief min-
ister, has also given the same award 
to Naveen Patnaik.” 

The Maharashtra Institute 
of Technology (MIT) School of 
Government had given ‘Ideal CM’ 
award to both Sarkar and Patnaik.

“We have already defeated one 
award winner (Manik Sarkar) and 
BJP hopes that the people of Odisha 

will give opportunity to thank them 
in 2019, said Oram.

Reiterating BJP president Amit 
Shah’s statement, Oram said that 
the BJP s Golden Period will begin 
after wins in Odisha, Bengal and 
Kerala.

He said efforts were on to ensure 
strengthening the party s base in the 
three “target states”.

Replying to a question on the 
BJP’s defeat in the recently con-
cluded Bijepur by-elections, Oram 
said that the party could not achieve 
the desired results owing to “fixing” 
between Congress and BJD.

Oram also alleged that the rul-
ing BJD misused the government 
machinery during the polls.

Asked on the BJP s chief minis-
terial candidate for Odisha, Oram 
said: “Party s central leadership will 
declare the name at the appropriate 
time. BJP can even contest elections 
and get success without CM candi-
date and the party takes a decision 
by reviewing it on a case-to-case 
and place-to-place basis.” 

Oram said the BJP in Odisha 
has many eligible leaders who can 
be named as the chief ministerial 

candidate.
BJP’s Legislature Party leader KV 

Singhdeo claimed that the saffron 
party’s vote share had been doubled 
in Bijepur when compared to the 
2014 elections.

Our party had got 30,000 votes 
in Bijepur Assembly constituency 
in 2014 which was almost doubled 
in the recent by-election, said Sing-
hdeo.

Senior BJD leader and Odisha 
Minister Pradeep Maharathy, how-
ever, dubbed Oram’s claim that the 
BJP would dethrone Naveen Pat-
naik after 2019 elections as a “day 
dream.” 

Maharathy said: “The BJP will 
again be frustrated after 2019 elec-
tions. Recently, they have been 
defeated in the Bijepur by-polls.” 

Ridiculing BJP leaders, Ma-
harathy said: There is no water in 
Mahanadi, how will lotus bloom in 
Odisha? 

The BJD government has been 
holding the BJP ruled Chhattish-
garh responsible for declining water 
flow to Hirakud reservoir due to 
construction of projects on up-
stream of Mahanadi river.

Hyderabad, Mar. 4 (IANS): 
MIM chief Asaduddin 
Owaisi has welcomed the 
statement of Telangana 
Chief Minister K. Chan-
drasekhar Rao that a third 
front as an alternative to 
the BJP and the Congress 
will emerge in the country 
and said this will have a 
far-reaching impact.

The Hyderabad MP 
told reporters on Sunday 
that the statement by the 
Telangana Rashtra Samithi 
(TRS) chief would have 
a far reaching impact on 
national politics. 

The Majlis-e-Ittehadul 
Muslimeen (MIM) presi-
dent hoped that KCR will 
play a pivotal role in bring-
ing together non-Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) and non-
Congress parties.

Owaisi predicted that 
the regional parties will 

New Delhi, Mar. 4 (IANS): 
Disability rights activist 
Javed Abidi passed away 
on Sunday after succumb-
ing to chest infection. He 
was 53.

He passed away around 
1.30 p.m, a friend of Abidi 
said, adding that he had 
been ailing for the past few 
weeks. 

He is survived by his 
mother, a younger brother 
and younger sister.

Javed Abidi was the pio-
neer of the cross-disability 
movement in India hav-
ing founded the Disabled 
Rights Group in 1993 to 
work specifically on cross-
disability issues. 

He has also been in-
strumental in promoting 
cross-disability civil society 
participation from the Glo-
bal South at multi-lateral 
platforms such as the Con-
ference of State Parties to 
the CRPD, among others.

He was instrumental 

in the setting up of the Na-
tional Centre for Promo-
tion of Employment for 
Disabled People (NCPEDP) 
in 1996 and had been its 
Director since 1997 and the 
Convenor of the National 
Disability Network, India. 

He was also the Global 
Chair, Disabled People In-
ternational (DPI), a world 
body with special consulta-
tive status to the United 
Nations.

Under his leadership, 
DPI hosted the first Global 
Forum on Disability, the 
first and only such initiative 
for voices so far unheard in 
the global disability move-
ment. 

As an impassioned ad-
vocate of ‘Nothing About 
Us, Without Us’, he gave 
voice to an “invisible mi-
nority” -- one that has been 
denied to them for dec-
ades, by catalysing path-
breaking changes in the 
policy and legislative space. 

Lucknow, Mar. 4 (PTI): 
Bahujan Samaj Party su-
premo Mayawati today 
ruled out the possibility 
of an electoral tie-up with 
the Samajwadi Party for 
the upcoming Lok Sabha 
bypolls in Uttar Pradesh’s 
Gorakhpur and Phulpur.

However, she said the 
two parties could help each 
other in the upcoming Ra-
jya Sabha and Legislative 
Council elections and also 
suggested a possible for-
mula for it.

“Barring Karnataka, 
there is no electoral tie-
up or agreement with any 
political party in any state 
of the country. There have 
been reports in the media 
that for the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the SP and the BSP 
have entered an alliance or 
it is likely to take place. This 
is wrong,” Mayawati told 

reporters.
“In UP, whenever there 

will be an electoral alliance 
involving the BSP, SP or 
any other party, it will not 
be done in a clandestine 
manner. It would be made 
public,” she said.

The BSP chief said the 
BSP had not fielded any 
candidate from Phulpur 
and Gorakhpur, “but this 
does not mean that par-
ty workers will not cast 
their votes. They will in 
fact exercise their voting 
rights appropriately... As 
per my earlier directives, 
the BSP workers will vote 
for a candidate who will be 
in a position to defeat the 
BJP, and there is nothing 
wrong in it”.

Bypolls to the Gora-
khpur and Phulpur Lok 
Sabha seats will be held on 
March 11. The seats were 

vacated by Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath and 
his deputy Keshav Prasad 
Maurya after the UP As-
sembly elections last year.

Meanwhile, Mayawati 
said that if SP and BSP leg-
islators transfer their votes 
to defeat the BJP in the 
Rajya Sabha and UP Legis-
lative Council polls, then it 
should not be perceived as 
an electoral alliance.

“The BSP on its own 
cannot send anyone to the 
Rajya Sabha. The SP too 
does not have the adequate 
number of MLAs that it 
can send two of its MPs to 
the Rajya Sabha. To ensure 
the victory of its second 
candidate, it will need ad-
ditional votes. “Our party 
after holding deliberations 
with the SP has decided 
that our party worker will 
go to the Rajya Sabha. In 

return, we will help them 
in the Legislative Council 
elections,” she said.Maya-
wati said that if the BSP 
votes for the Congress in 
Madhya Pradesh, “then the 
Congress can send one (of 
its party worker as) Rajya 
Sabha MP (from Madhya 
Pradesh).

“If the Congress wants 
to ensure an easy win for 
its candidate in the Rajya 
Sabha polls in Madhya 
Pradesh, then the seven 
Congress MLAs (in UP) 
should cast their votes (in 
favour of the BSP during 
Rajya Sabha elections) after 
showing them to the BSP 
agent.”

Mayawati said the Lok 
Sabha elections had not 
been announced yet, and 
the party would take the 
final decision at an appro-
priate time.

Chandigarh, Mar. 4 (IANS): 
Vice President M. Venkaiah 
Naidu on Sunday asked 
universities in the country 
to reform, perform and 
transform in order to be-
come centres of excellence.

Addressing students 
and faculty of Panjab Uni-
versity (PU) at its 67th 
Convocation here, Naidu 
said that universities need 
to evolve and change ac-
cording to the need of the 
changing times.

He urged students to 
master the mother lan-
guage and to work hard 
to aim high to achieve 
heights. 

He added that there is 
no substitute for ethics and 
value system. 

He urged the youth for 
“will, skill and kill using the 
right means of communi-
cation that technology has 
provided” us to facilitate 
social harmony and to cul-
tivate a culture of healthy 
and civilised discussion 
on many of the pressing 
problems.

Appreciating the move 
by PU to honour some of 
the outstanding Indian 
scientists, doctors, writers, 
educationists and lead-
ers from industry, Naidu 
pointed out that many il-
lustrious leaders and mak-
ers of the nation in many 
fields have been associated 
with the university.

Stressing on the impor-
tance of each discipline 

in the field of education, 
Naidu said that the divi-
sion between the areas of 
science and humanities is 
an artificial one and made 
for convenience sake.

Naidu conferred Hon-
oris Causa degrees on three 
eminent persons -- Prof. 
M.M. Sharma (D.Sc.), Prof. 
Sir Tejinder Singh Virdee 
(D.Sc.) and former Chief 
Justice of India Jagdish 
Singh Khehar (LLD).

He also conferred the 
Khel Ratna Award to legen-
dary athlete Milkha Singh, 
Gian Rattan Award to well-
known art historian Prof. 
B.N. Goswamy and Udyog 
Rattan Award to leading 
industrialist Sunil Kant 
Munjal.

Chandigarh, Mar. 4 (IANS): 
Dismissing Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s remarks 
regarding him as “frivil-
ous”, Punjab Chief Minister 
Amarinder Singh on Satur-
day said that such remarks 
will not be able to create 
wedge between him and 
the Congress party.

Modi had said on Sat-
urday that the Congress 
did not even consider the 
Punjab Chief Minister as 
their own. Modi added that 
Amarinder marches on like 
an independent soldier.

In his retort, Amarinder 
dismissed the Prime Min-
ister’s remarks as part of 
the “BJP’s futile attempts 
to create a wedge between 
him and the Congress high 

command through frivo-
lous and unsubstantiated 
statements ahead of the 
2019 Lok Sabha elections”.

Questioning the source 
of Modi’s “information”, 
Amarinder quipped: “I 
don’t remember complain-
ing to him (Modi) against 
the Congress high com-
mand. Did the high com-
mand go and complain to 
him against me?” 

“One really fails to un-
derstand what prompted 
Modi’s ill-conceived and 
unfounded remark,” Ama-
rinder said, asserting that 
neither he nor the Congress 
high command needed the 
Prime Minister’s advice on 
how to manage their inter-
nal relations.

“I know my business 
and I know how to run 
my state and manage my 
relationship with my party 
high command, which is 
more than one can say 
about the BJP leaders,” said 
the Chief Minister, add-
ing that the Congress high 
command had full faith in 
his leadership and had giv-
en him a free hand to bring 
Punjab out of the mess into 
which the BJP, in alliance 
with Shiromani Akali Dal 
(SAD), had plunged the 
state.

Amarinder said that 
he was a “loyal soldier of 
his party” and that he was 
“leading the party in Pun-
jab in a truly democratic 
manner, as becoming of a 
party of the stature of the 
Indian National Congress, 
and as guided by the party 
high command”.

“Contrary to what Modi 
would like to believe, the 
Congress was not a fly-by-
night party which he could 
simply wish away,” Ama-
rinder said, declaring his 
party’s complete readiness, 
under the leadership of its 
President Rahul Gandhi, 
to take on the BJP in the 
parliamentary elections 
next year.

Shimla, Mar. 4 (IANS): Caste dis-
crimination continues to leave 
a bad taste among students sa-
vouring their midday meals in 
almost every rural government 
school of Himachal Pradesh, a 
state where the literacy rate is at 
a high of 82.8 per cent.

Lower caste students face 
social discrimination in all school 
activities, including partaking 
the midday meal. Even the chefs 
employed in 15,000-plus govern-
ment schools for cooking meals 
are largely from the higher castes.

The latest instance of segre-
gating Dalit students in a gov-
ernment school in Kullu district 
during a live telecast of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s pro-
gramme has hogged the head-
lines.

But, claim social activists, that 
was not a stray incident.

They say centuries-old caste-
based attitudes persist in almost 
every rural school despite India 
banning discrimination in 1955. 
The midday meal is a nation-
wide school programme of the 
Indian government to improve 
the nutritional status of school-

age children.
Social activist Kuldeep Verma 

said caste-based discrimination 
during the serving of the midday 
meal is common in the state, 
more prominent in the extremely 
backward trans-Giri areas of Sir-
maur district, and calls for dignity 
for the lower-caste community. 

“You can visit any govern-
ment school in the trans-Giri 
area and you will find separate 
queues for Dalit students during 
the midday meal. Even the head 
cook employed for preparing the 
meals is not from a lower caste,” 
Verma, who runs the People’s 
Action for People in Need (PAPN) 
NGO in Sirmaur, told IANS.

He said the students belong-
ing to the higher castes are tu-
tored by their parents against 
mingling with their peers belong-
ing to the lower castes and to sit 
separately while in school.

Locals in the trans-Giri areas, 
mainly farmers cultivating ginger 
on small landholdings, have been 
fighting for decades to get the 
status of a Scheduled Tribe.

Himachal Pradesh has a pop-
ulation of over 6.8 million as per 

the Census for 2011, and Dalits 
comprise one fourth of the state’s 
population. It says more than 90 
percent people live in rural areas 
-- in 17,882 villages -- of the total 
20,690 revenue villages.

An optimistic Ashwani Kumar 
Thakur, Principal of the Govern-
ment Senior Secondary School at 
Chikhar Satlai, one of the remot-
est schools located some 50 km 
from the state capital, told IANS 
they are educating the students 
about caste discrimination laws.

“We are sensitising our stu-
dents so that they change their 
behaviour and attitudes, but at 
times we face strong resistance 
from village elders,” Thakur told 
IANS.

As per the guidelines of state 
education authorities, each stu-
dent is asked to sit as per his roll 
number during all school activi-
ties, Thakur added.

Article 15 of the Constitution 
bars discrimination on the basis 
of caste and laws are in place to 
penalise it.

But sociologists believe the 
practice persists in the state as 
the most marginalised commu-

nities, including Dalits, are often 
barred from public places in vil-
lages like temples and water taps. 
Often students in schools across 
the state refuse to eat the midday 
meal because it was cooked by 
a Dalit.

“Old Himachal” areas that 
lie in Shimla, Sirmaur, Kullu, 
Mandi, Kinnaur and Lahaul-Spiti 
districts are known for worship-
ing deities for centuries. Take 
the case of the picturesque Kullu 
Valley, where 534 gods and god-
desses “live”. They travel, play, 
get angry and demand penance. 
Each village or a cluster of ham-
lets has its own deity.

“Here in the land of gods, the 
devtas command and the people 
obey. The gods here are not idols 
enshrined in temples; they are 
alive,” says a book compiled by 
the Kullu administration in 2014 
after year-long research on local 
deities.

The book says the gods “live” 
with the people. They “speak” to 
their followers and tell them what 
to do. The conduit between the 
mortals and the deities are the 
“agur”, the traditional shamans 

who form the core of the com-
munities’ spiritual sustenance. 
The agur mediates between the 
people and the gods.

Noted Shimla-based writer 
S.R. Harnot, who knocked on 
the state high court’s door to end 
caste discrimination at a promi-
nent Hindu temple near Bilaspur 
town, said the caste system is 
deeply entrenched in the state.

He said the “bajantris” (musi-
cians) accompanying the deities 
largely belong to the lower castes.

“The bajantris can accompa-
ny the deity’s palanquin but they 
are not allowed to touch it or sit 
with their fellow villagers during 
puja,” Harnot told IANS.

“Discrimination on basis of 
caste is a striking reality. How can 
the state shirk its responsibility of 
creating a healthy society,” asked 
Harnot, whose popular novel 
“Hidimb” brings to the fore the 
plight of suppressed people in 
the state’s remote areas.

“The state must act pro-ac-
tively and begin the exercise in 
schools where a child learns his/
her first lesson on the fundamen-
tal right to equality,” he added.

have a key role in the for-
mation of the next govern-
ment at the Centre. 

He said the country was 
looking towards regional 
parties and also towards 

the parties which could of-
fer an alternative to the BJP 
and the Congress.

The MIM leader said 
the statement by the TRS 
chief was encouraging as 

there is a big vacuum in the 
country. 

“He rightly said peo-
ple are vexed with the BJP 
governance and Congress 
is not becoming a viable al-
ternative nor can it become 
one,” said the MP.

Owaisi was all praise 
for KCR, as the Chief Min-
ister is popularly known, 
and said the country needs 
leaders like him and think-
ing like his. 

He said KCR struggled 
and proved himself as a 
political leader and an ef-
ficient Chief Minister. 

Owaisi said KCR not 
only proved himself by 
achieving Telangana state 
but also proved those 
wrong who had predicted 
that Telangana will be a 
failed state.

“KCR has the capacity, 
capability and and accept-

ance. He has given the best 
governance in Telangana 
during the last four years 
and made Telangana a pro-
gressive and number one 
state in the country,” said 
Owaisi. 

The MP believes KCR 
also has political sagacity 
and foresight

“Those who talk of 
qualitative change in poli-
tics and are looking for a 
change will have to think 
and come together,” he 
said.

Owaisi declined to 
speculate on which parties 
will be part of the proposed 
front. “Let us not speculate. 
He has given his idea and 
I am sure it will appeal to 
all,” he said.

“I am insignificant,” 
Owaisi  remarked on 
whether he will be part of 
the proposed alliance.
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In this Saturday, March 3, 2018, photo, Chinese President Xi Jinping 
attends the opening session of the Chinese People’s Political Consulta-
tive Conference in Beijing’s Great Hall of the People. 

AP/PTI

Italian Premier Paolo Gentiloni casts his ballot in Rome, Sunday, March 4, 2018. More than 
46 million Italians were voting Sunday in a general election that is being closely watched to 
determine if Italy would succumb to the populist, anti-establishment and far-right sentiment 
that has swept through much of Europe in recent years. 

Italy votes in uncertain election stalked by populism

Germany to finally have a new government

China justifies scrapping of 
two-term presidential limit

Man fatally shoots himself 
near White House

China ‘won’t sit idly by’ if US harms trade — official

First dalit Hindu woman 
elected to Pak’s senate

Rome, March 4 (PTI/AFP): Italy 
went to the polls today in one of the 
country’s most uncertain elections 
ever with far-right and populist par-
ties expected to make major gains 
and Silvio Berlusconi set to play a 
leading role as voter turnout heads 
towards a new low.

Polls opened at 1130 IST and will 
close at 1530 IST, and early figures 
from the Interior Ministry put na-
tionwide turnout at 19.4 per cent, 
above the 14.9 per cent from the 
same point in 2013, when however 
the country voted over two days.

The numbers are in line with 
those from the same point of the 
constitutional reform referendum 
in December 2016, when overall 
65.5 per cent of the nation voted. 
That would put turnout at the low-
est levels for a general election since 
the Second World War.

Confusion and delays blighted 
voting at some polling stations, with 
new anti-electoral fraud procedures 
being blamed for huge queues, 
while in one polling station in 
Rome voting had to be suspended 
due to the discovery of voting cards 
with the wrong candidates’ names 
printed on them.

Tensions between far-right and 
anti-fascist activists have marred 
a gloomy campaign dominated by 
fears about immigration and eco-

nomic malaise.
“This election campaign has 

been pretty squalid, including from 
the Democratic Party (PD), who I 
voted for,” 24-year-old barber Mirko 
Canali told AFP after casting his 
vote in Rome.

He said he knew many other 
young people who, fed up with high 
youth unemployment, had decided 
to support the anti-establishment 

Five Star Movement (M5S).
“They’re pissed off, can’t bear 

(PD leader Matteo) Renzi anymore 
and maybe they’re right,” Canali 
said.

Many Italians are cynical about 
promises made by the many squab-
bling parties and confused about 
what the outcome might be.

“I voted for the right and Ber-
lusconi in the past ... but this time 

I’m voting M5S to be against the 
parties that have always stolen,” 
said 24-year-old pastry chef Franc-
esco Tagliavini at a polling station 
in Rome’s Tor Marancia neighbour-
hood.

The result could be a stale-
mate between the M5S, three-time 
former prime minister Berlusconi’s 
right-wing coalition and the ruling 
centre-left PD.

The final opinion polls put the 
coalition in the lead with 37 per 
cent, followed by the M5S on 28 per 
cent and the centre-left 27 per cent.

But under a new electoral law 
being tried out for the first time, 
any grouping would need at least 
40 per cent of the vote to command 
an overall majority of seats in both 
chambers of parliament.

A remarkable feature of the 
election has been the return to the 
limelight of 81-year-old Berlusconi, 
despite a political career overshad-
owed by sex scandals and legal 
woes.

The billionaire tycoon, who can’t 
hold office because of a tax fraud 
conviction and has put forward 
European Parliament President 
Antonio Tajani as his prime ministe-
rial nominee, was ambushed as he 
cast his vote in Milan by a topless 
woman from the Femen activists 
group who had “Berlusconi, you 

have expired” scrawled across her 
body.

Berlusconi isn’t just being chal-
lenged by the public however, as 
his plans face opposition from his 
ambitious coalition partner, League 
leader Matteo Salvini, whose an-
ti-immigration and euro-sceptic 
rhetoric has fired up the campaign.

Salvini has said he should be 
nominated prime minister if his 
party comes ahead of Berlusconi’s 
and their coalition as a whole wins 
a majority.

Berlusconi and Salvini have 
promised to expel 600,000 illegal 
migrants if they win -- a proposal 
dismissed by the centre-left as lo-
gistically impossible.

The election has drawn inter-
national attention, including from 
former White House adviser Steve 
Bannon - the man who harnessed 
the populist insurgency that pro-
pelled Donald Trump to power.

Bannon, who is visiting Italy as 
part of a European tour, told the 
paper: “The Italian people have 
gone farther, in a shorter period of 
time, than the British did for Brexit 
and the Americans did for Trump”.

He called a potential alliance 
between the Five Star Movement 
and the League -- a scenario that 
has spooked financial markets and 
European capitals -- the “ultimate 

dream”.
PD leader Renzi told a final cam-

paign event in his native Florence 
on Friday that only a vote for his 
party would prevent Salvini from 
taking power.

“The PD is the only serious po-
litical force that can bring concrete 
results,” Chiara Serdone, a 70-year-
old retired railway company em-
ployee, told AFP at the rally.

If no party wins an overall ma-
jority, one scenario outlined by 
analysts could be a grand coalition 
between the PD and Forza Italia -- a 
prospect that would reassure inves-
tors but risks spreading more cyni-
cism and emboldening populists 
and the far-right.

Another possibility could be a 
temporary government and eventu-
ally a new election.

The M5S may end up as the 
single biggest party but has ruled 
out any post-election deals with 
the others.

Five Star’s leader Luigi Di Maio 
broke with tradition by announcing 
a full list of ministerial nominees 
ahead of the vote, including many 
academics with no political experi-
ence. 

The 31-year-old Di Maio told 
supporters: “Some people have 
mocked this decision but we will be 
the ones laughing on Monday.” 

Berlin, March 4 (IANS): 
Germany will finally have 
a new government after 
the September 24 elec-
tions as the Social Demo-
cratic Party (SPD) on Sun-
day voted in favour of a 
coalition government with 
Chancellor Angela Mer-
kel’s Conservative Union, 
paving the way for her 
fourth term.

In the internal referen-
dum of the 463,000 plus 
SPD members, over 66 
per cent of ballots voted 
for “yes”, with a high par-
ticipation rate of 78.39 
per cent, Dietmar Nietan, 
head of the SPD Man-
date and Counting Com-
mission, announced at a 
press conference at the 
SPD Headquarters, Xin-
hua news agency reported.

“We will enter the coa-

lition,” SPD acting party 
leader Olaf Scholz said. 
The Party has again unit-
ed, and he has informed 
Merkel about the result, 
he added.

“I congratulate the 
SPD on this clear result 
and look forward to fur-
ther cooperation for the 
benefit of our country,” 
the Christian Democratic 
Union (CDU) tweeted on 
behalf of Merkel later on 
Sunday.

As the chancellor can-
didate of the biggest party, 
Merkel is poised for the 
fourth time to be elected 
as the new chancellor in 
the March 14 plenary ses-
sion of the Bundestag, or 
the Federal Parliament, 
and the new government 
will be formed accord-
ingly.

The SPD’s approval 
ended the five-month 
political stalemate and 
cleared the way for Ger-
many’s new government 
after the September 24 
Federal Parliament elec-
tions, in which both of 
the two blocs suffered 
the worst turnovers since 
1949. The fragmented vote 
turnovers made the Union 
turn to the Free Democrats 
and the Greens to forge a 
majority in the Bundestag, 
but it failed in November 
after four weeks of discus-
sion.

The Union then turned 
to its formation partner 
SPD, which changed its 
stance of entering into the 
opposition after the elec-
tion under various politi-
cal pressures.

The two blocs reached 

a 179-page coalition agree-
ment document in early 
February, detailing the 
main issues such as policy 
orientations, spending 
and which party will name 
ministers in the new gov-
ernment. The SPD’s “green 
light” is a sign to stabilize 
the European Union (EU) 
after the Brexit.

French President Em-
manuel Macron’s ambi-
tions to reform the EU 
cannot be achieved with-
out efforts from Germany 
and a government in Ber-
lin highlighting European 
policies.

Merkel also appreci-
ates the importance of 
a future government for 
Europe. In her most recent 
government statement on 
European policy last week, 
she said: “We need a new 

start for Europe.”
The SPD members’ 

vote also helped Europe’s 
leading powerhouse avoid 
snap elections or an unsta-
ble minority government.

It is widely expected 
that snap elections will not 
address the political crisis 
but only make the anti-EU 
far-right populist party 
Alternative fuer Deutsch-
land (AfD) stronger.

However,  the new 
“Grand Coalition” will also 
make the AfD the largest 
opposition party in the 
Bundestag. 

The negotiation for 
government formation 
with the Union coincided 
with a decline in the SPD’s 
support rate. It has sunk to 
an all-time low in a survey 
by Emnid published on 
Saturday.

Beijing, March 4 (PTI): 
China today defended its 
move to remove the two-
term limit for President Xi 
Jinping, asserting that it 
was important to uphold 
the authority of the ruling 
Communist Party and uni-
ty of the state leadership.

The Communist Party 
of China’s (CPC) Central 
Committee has proposed 
to remove the two-term 
limit for the post of presi-
dent and vice president 
through a constitutional 
amendment.

The proposal  has 
sparked off concern and 
speculation at home and 
abroad that the 64-year-old 
Xi, who heads the CPC and 
military besides the presi-
dency and recently began 
his second five-year term, 
would continue for an un-
precedented third term 
and beyond, wielding un-
questionable power exer-
cised by the party founder 
Mao Zedong in the heyday 
of China’s revolution.

Explaining for the first 
time why the CPC opted for 
such a move, spokesman 
of the National People’s 
Congress Zhang Yesui told 
media here that the presi-
dent had the term-limit 
while there was no term 
limits for head of the party 
and the military.

“Well according to the 
constitution of the CPC 
there is no such provision 
that there shall be no more 
than two successive terms 
for the General Secretary 
or Chairman of the Cen-
tral Military Commission 
(CMC) in the Constitution 
of the China,” Zhang said.

The CMC is the over-
all high command of the 
2.3 million strong Chinese 
military.

“So for the Constitu-
tion, it follows the same 
practice regarding the term 
of the President. It is con-
ducive to uphold the au-
thority of the Central Com-

mittee of the party with Xi 
Jinping at the core and also 
unified leadership. It is also 
conducive to the unified 
state leadership system,” 
he said. Xi, who took over 
power in 2012, heads the 
party, the military and the 
presidency. While the posts 
of head of the party and 
military are powerful, the 
presidency is largely cer-
emonial. The five-term for 
the presidency starts this 
month.

Xi began second five-
year term as the leader of 
the CPC and the military 
in last October after a key 
congress of the party.

The NPC, which has 
2,980 deputies is expected 
ratify the constitutional 
amendments removing the 
term limit which would en-
able Xi to continue to head 
China possibly for life.

It is customary that the 
spokesman of the NPC, 
often regarded as the rub-
ber stamp Parliament, ad-
dresses a nationally tel-
evised press conference 
answering select questions 
from the local and foreign 
media.

Zhang said the Consti-

tution, which reflects the 
common will of the CPC 
and Chinese people is Chi-
na’s fundamental law and 
the general chapter for gov-
erning the country well and 
ensuring national security. 
The current Constitution 
has been proven a good 
law that fits in China’s real-
ity and meets the demand 
of the times, Zhang said.

It is necessary to appro-
priately amend the Con-
stitution to incorporate 
major theoretical, practical 
and institutional achieve-
ments made by the Party 
and the people in order 
to give better play to the 
Constitution’s critical role 
in upholding and develop-
ing socialism with Chinese 
characteristics in a new era, 
he said.

Amending the Consti-
tution is a big event in the 
country’s political life and 
a major legislative activity 
with wide ranging implica-
tions, he said. 

Upholding the party’s 
leadership and reflect-
ing the will of the people 
should be the principles 
for amending the Constitu-
tion, he said.

Washington, March 4 
(PTI): A white man fatally 
shot himself in the head 
on the crowded pedes-
trian directly in front of the 
White House, the Secret 
Service said today, spark-
ing panic and sending the 
parts of the US capital into 
lockdown.

President  Donald 
Trump and First Lady 
Melania Trump were in 
Florida at the time of the 
incident which took place 
yesterday when the man, 
standing in a crowd of 
more than 100 people 
near the White House, shot 
himself.

The man approached 
the fence line, removed 
a concealed handgun 
and fired several rounds, 
none of which appear to 
have been aimed at the 
White House, a Secret 
Service spokesperson 
said.

The shooter shot his 
phone before shooting 
himself. No suicide note 
was found, but incoherent 
sentences were found in 
a book recovered on the 
scene, CNN reported.

“None of these shots 
appear to have been di-
rected towards the White 
House,” the Secret Service 
said.

The Secret Service 
also tweeted that pedes-
trian and vehicular traffic 
around the White House 
was affected by the inci-
dent. 

No other persons were 
injured. 

The Washington DC 
Metropolitan Police De-
partment is the lead in-
vestigative organisation 
for this shooting, support-
ed by the Secret Service 
Washington Field Office 
and other law enforce-
ment organisations.

Beijing, March 4 (PTI): China will 
not “sit idly by” if the US tries to 
hurt its economic interests, a top 
official said today, after President 
Donald Trump sparked trade 
tensions between the world’s two 
largest economies by announcing 
plans to impose hefty tariffs on 
steel and aluminium imports.

Zhang Yesui, spokesman of 
China’s Parliament, the National 
People s Congress (NPC), said 
China does not want a trade 
war with the US but would take 
necessary measures if America’s 
move impacts its economic in-
terests.

His comments came amid 
growing China-US discord over 
Trump’s announcement of in-
creasing tariffs over US imports of 
steel and aluminium.

Trump said the hefty tariffs 
aim to protect domestic industry 
as well as to counter persistent 
threats posed by Chinese prod-
ucts.

“China does not want a trade 
war with the US but if the US takes 

actions that hurts China’s interests 
then China will not sit idly and 
take necessary measures,” Zhang 
said.

China has the lion’s share of 
over USD 580 billion in bilateral 
trade with the US. The trade defi-
cit for the US amounted to over 
USD 370 billion last year.

Since he took over power, 
Trump has been pressuring China 
to step up measures to reduce 
trade deficit and expand US ex-
ports and investments. China 
signed trade deals worth about 
USD 250 billion, including buying 
300 planes from Boeing, during 
Trump’s visit here last year.

China also opened its markets 
to import soya beans, beef and oil 
from US.

Early this week, Beijing rushed 
its top diplomat Yang Jiechi fol-
lowed by Chinese President Xi 
Jinping’s economic advisor Liu 
He to the US to pacify the Trump 
administration to avert a “trade 
war” between the two countries.

Referring to the ongoing talks, 

Zhang said for the past couple 
of days, China and the US had 
consultations over the trade is-
sues and agreed to hold the talks 
in Beijing to deepen the bilateral 
cooperation.

“China-US relations is one 
the most important bilateral re-
lationships in the world. A stable 
and growing relationship will not 
only serve the fundamental in-
terests of both the peoples and it 
is also the what the international 
community wants to see,” Zhang, 
a former Chinese Ambassador to 
US, said.

He said the right approach to 
address the trade issue is to open 
the market to each other and work 
together to find solutions accept-
able through talks.

Stating that the US-China ties 
in the last 39 years benefited both 
the countries, Zhang said China 
and the US have different political 
systems, history and development 
stage.

“So we don’t see eye to eye 
on every issue and that is only 

natural. such differences need 
not necessarily lead to conforma-
tion between that two countries,” 
he said.

It is important for both sides 
to perceive each other’s strategic 
intentions correctly and with a fair 
mind and keep to the right direc-
tion of the China US relations, he 
said.

“Policies informed by mis-
judgement or wrong presump-
tion will hurt the relations and 
bring about the consequences 
neither side want to see,” he 
cautioned. 

China stands ready to work 
with the US to follow through 
on the consensus of Chinese 
President Xi Jinping and Trump 
during the US President’s visit to 
Beijing last year and work with 
mutual respect and increase stra-
tegic mutual trust, avoid strategic 
misjudgement and focus mutual 
beneficial cooperation and propel 
handle differences so as to keep 
China us ties on the right track, 
he said.

Karachi, March 4 (PTI): Kirshna Ku-
mari Kolhi from Pakistan’s Sindh prov-
ince has become the first-ever Hindu 
dalit woman Senator in the Muslim-
majority country, the Pakistan People’s 
Party has said.

Kolhi, 39, belonging to the remote 
village of Dhana Gam in Nagarparkar 
in the interior Sindh province is a 
member of Bilawal Bhutto Zardari-led 
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP).

Bhutto said the election of Kolhi, 
who was elected on a minority seat 
from Sindh, showed that minorities 
had rights in Pakistan and she could 
play an effective role in Pakistani poli-
tics.

Kolhi said she was happy that the 
PPP had reposed faith in her and in 
her work.

“I am a human rights activist and 
try to highlight the problems faced 
by the minorities especially Hindus. 
PPP could have nominated any other 
woman for the seat but they showed 
they have regard for minorities as well,” 
she said today.

Known as Kishoo bai by her parents 
and friends for her fiery temper and ac-
tivism, Kolhi said she knew how much 
work needed to be done for the op-
pressed and poor in the interior areas.

“I, my family members and relatives 
were in bondage labour in a private 
jail owned by an influential landlord 
in Umerkot district and we were only 
freed during a police raid,” she said.

Noting that she was a little girl when 
the incident took place, Kolhi said it 
prompted her to fight for the rights of 
women and children belonging to the 
minority communities.

“My husband and family supported 
me a lot in my studies and work and it 
allowed me to get required education 
despite my Dalit caste background,” 
she said.

Kolhi’s election represents a major 
milestone for women and minority 
rights in Pakistan.

Earlier, PPP had elected first Hindu 
woman Ratna Bhagwandas Chawla as 
a senator.

While Chawla belonged to a well-
known Hindu family in Sindh, Kolhi is 
the first lower caste woman to come to 

the Senate.
Born to a poor peasant Jugno Kolhi 

in February 1979, Kolhi and her family 
members spent nearly three years in 
a private jail owned by the landlord of 
Kunri of Umerkot district. She was a 
grade 3 student at the time.

She was married to Lalchand at the 
age of 16, when she was studying in 
9th grade. However, she pursued her 
studies and in 2013 did her masters in 
sociology from the Sindh University.

Kolhi had joined the PPP as a social 
activist along with her brother, who 
was later elected as Chairman of Union 
Council Berano.

Kolhi also actively participated and 
worked for the rights of the marginal-
ised communities living in Thar district 
and other areas.

Pakistan’s ruling PML-N of ousted 
prime minister Nawaz Sharif yesterday 
won 15 seats in Senate and became the 
largest party in the upper house of Par-
liament, according to the provisional 
results.

Provincial and federal lawmakers 
voted to elect 52 Senators in the Sen-
ate elections, according to the Election 
Commission of Pakistan (ECP).

Twelve seats each from Punjab 
and Sindh, 11 each from Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan, four 
from tribal region and two from federal 
capital territory were up for grab due to 
retirement of 52 senators this month.

More than 130 candidates, includ-
ing those nominated by political par-
ties and independent candidates were 
in the contest.

Hindus makeup just two percent 
of the total population of Pakistan and 
have long complained of victimisation.

Hindu lawmakers have for long 
protested the forcible conversion of 
poor Hindu girls to Islam by some 
landowners and their religious leaders 
particularly in interior Sindh and Kolhi 
has also been working to highlight this 
problem.

Ironically, she will take her oath 
later this month to the Senate seat in a 
house dominated by feudal landlords, 
but social activists say her election even 
on a reserved seat is a sign of changing 
times in Pakistan for minorities.
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Godsmack return with 
new single and album

Jack Sparrow to get 
Indianised version

Katie Price’s face covered in 
bloodied bandages after operation

Fergie gives first performance 
after national anthem controversy

We become more discerning about 
our choices as we mature — Dia Mirza

Baba Sehgal hints at making song on Katy Perry
Rapper-composer Baba Sehgal has hinted at making a song 
on American singer Katy Perry, who is known for numbers 
like “Roar” and “Dark horse”. Sehgal on Sunday tweeted a 
photograph of himself, which also featured a blonde model. 
“I love you Katy Perry. Very very very. Main Punjabi tu angreji 
(I am Punjabi, you are English). Mera dil (my heart) very crajy 
crajy. I love you Katy Perry - coming soon,” Sehgal captioned 
the image. This is not the first time a celebrity has dedicated a 
song to a global star. Singer Diljit Dosanjh had “openly” made 
the song “Do you know” on reality TV star Kylie Jenner. (IANS)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

5 pm: Death Wish (Eng ) 2D
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HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

G
odsmack 
have an-
nounced 
their return 
with a new 

single and details on 
their seventh studio 
album.

The follow-up to 
2014’s 1000hp is titled 
When Legends Rise and 
is set to arrive on April 27 
via Spinefarm Records. 

And to mark the an-
nouncement, the band 
have released a stream of 
their new track Bullet-
proof.

Guitarist and vocal-
ist Sully Erna says of the 
record: “It was just about 
evolving as a songwriter. 
I wanted to stretch my 
wings even further, to 
use all of the experiences 
I’ve had writing different 

types of music over the 
years and apply that to 
finding a way to intro-
duce a newer, fresher, 
more mature sound, 
while still maintaining 
the power of Godsmack.”

He adds: “It’s been an 
amazing road we have 
travelled through all 
the ups and downs. But 
being able to conquer 
those challenging times 

with alcohol and egos 
and everything else that 
can tear a band apart is 
what we are the most 
proud of.

“To be able to stand 
strong again and do it 
better than we ever have. 
It’s about burning it down 
and building it back up. 
It’s the phoenix rising 
from the ashes!”

Teamrock

H
ollywood star Johnny 
Depp’s popular 
character Captain Jack 
Sparrow will be given a 
‘desi’ twist in an Indian 

TV show.
Actor Ashish Sharma will soon 

be seen dressed up as Sparrow from 
“Pirates of the Caribbean” series 
in Anirudh Pathak’s show “Prithvi 
Vallabh”. His character will be called 
Dharti Dhakel Singh. 

As per the storyline, Sindhuraj 
orders that Mrinal be abducted but 
she will be rescued by a masked 
man named Dharti Dhakel Singh, 
which will be his disguised look.

“I think Johnny Depp is one of 
the most recognised actors of world 
cinema. His performance as Jack 
Sparrow in the ‘Pirates...’ series is 
commendable,” Ashish said in a 
statement.

“The makers have given my look 
a Jack Sparrow feel. It is not just 
about the look, I have even worked 
very hard on the body language to 
pull off Dharti’s look. I completely 
Indianised and made it ‘desi’ with 
rural accent and body language,” he 
added. The experience was “full of 
fun” for Ashish.

IANS

T
V personality Katie Price 
was seen being pushed in a 
wheelchair with bloody band-
ages around her head after 
an “operation to fix a botched 

facelift”.
The 39-year-old had the operation 

after claiming a surgeon “f***ed up” her 
face in September. This weekend, she 
praised Frank Plovier for fixing it, reports 
thesun.co.uk.

Price, who is in the middle of sorting 
out her divorce from Kieran Hayler, flew 
to have the surgery here earlier this week.

The former glamour girl’s face was 
swollen and bruised after the surgery 
and she had drainage tubes in her head.

Rather than just lifting the sagging 

skin around her eyes, the operation had 
left her face tight. And her new appear-
ance shocked fans who watched her 
soon after on “Loose Women”.

She told thesun.co.uk: “Choosing 
the right place to do the right procedure 
is vital. Maybe, with hindsight, I should 
have thought twice before jumping in. I 
wasn’t happy with the outcome last time 
and didn’t like the way I looked.

“This is the last time I will have 
surgery on my face.” Her eyes were puffy 
with large purple rings underneath them 
and her face was covered with marks.

Although she could walk a few me-
tres, a friend later stepped in to help and 
put her into a wheelchair to help her to 
her car. A source close to Katie said: “She 
was really horrified when she saw the 
effect of the thread lift surgery. She felt it 
couldn’t have been worse and the whole 
operation had been botched.”

“Much as she didn’t want to go back, 
she insisted they take out the strings and 
reverse the damage. It was a very painful 
procedure, but there was no way she 
could live with that damage. 

“To add insult to injury, she was 
receiving loads of abuse from trolls on 
Twitter, comparing her to plastic surgery 
addict Jocelyn Wildenstein. Katie doesn’t 
let remarks like that get to her, but some 
were horrible.”

IANS

S
inger Fergie returned to 
the stage just two weeks 
after a controversy over 
her jazzy performance of 
the national anthem at 

the 2018 NBA All-Star Game.
The 42-year-old performed at 

the Forum in Inglewood, Califor-
nia, on Friday night. While Fergie 
admittedly took a “risk” with her 
rendition of the “Spar-Spangled 
Banner”, this time around she 
stuck with her hits, reports eton-
line.com. The singer, who made 
an appearance during DJ Khaled’s 
set at his concert with singer 
Demi Lovato, performed songs 
like “Fergalicious”, “London 
bridge” and “Glamorous”. 

Khaled introduced 
Fergie as “my sister” 
from “The Four” be-
fore the crowd 
gave her a 
warm wel-
come with 
cheers and 
applause. 

“DJ Kha-
led, Demi 
Lovato 
incred-

ible show last night! Love you, 
thank you so much for having me 
#TellMeYouLoveMeTour,” Fergie 
tweeted on Saturday.

IANS

S
he is an actor and will re-
main one says Dia Mirza, 
but at the same time she 
believes people should 
pursue different paths 

in life rather than feeling content 
with the choices they have already 
made.

The actor made her Bol-
lywood debut opposite R 
Madhavan in “Rehnaa Hai 
Terre Dil Mein”, which 
also featured Saif Ali 
Khan, in the year 
2000 and over the 
next few years she 
starred in many 
projects such as 
“Dum”, “Parineeta”, 
“Dus”, “Honey-
moon Travels Pvt 
Ltd” among others.

But since 
the turn of last 
decade, the 
36-year-old 
former 
Miss Asia 
Pacific has 
appeared 
in fewer 
projects.

My 
inten-
tion is to 
continue 
acting in 
films. But 
I think as 
we mature 
in the in-
dustry and 
your expo-
sure to life 
and work 
increases, 
then I 
think as 
an indi-
vidual 
you 
be-

come more discerning about the 
choices you make, Dia told PTI.

There is a combination of a 
couple of things. One is that I set 
up a production company at the 

age of 26. I have made 
and produced two 

films, she added.
Dia owns 

the pro-
duction 

house, 
Born 

Free 
En-

tertainment, with husband Sahil 
Sangha. The banner has given out 
films Love Breakups Zindagi and 
Bobby Jasoos .

As a female actor in Bollywood, 
Dia is unfazed about the people’s 
opinion about her and the deci-
sions she has made, and said 
women must strive to break the 
stereotypical mindset that tries to 
bring them down.

I think there are many stere-
otypes that we as individuals need 
to break, especially as females in 
the industry. One of them being 
that once you get married people 
don t believe that you are interest-
ed in working anymore... For some 
reasons, men don t have to deal 
with all of this.

So our choices will continue 
to break these stereotypes. Yes, I 
am very much an actor and will 
remain an actor till the day I die. 
At the same time, I am a producer 
as well and will continue to make 

films. And alongside that do 
everything else that I feel 

passionately about, 
Dia said.

She contends 
that people 
must be 
allowed to ex-
plore the plu-
rality in them 

and should not 
be caged to a 

particular sphere.
I think it is 

important that we 
recognise the multi-

plicity in people and 
let them explore that. I 

have the privilege to ex-
plore the multiplicity and 

don t want to be contained 
by or reduced into one box 

or dimension, she said.
The actor, who will be next 

seen in actor Sanjay Dutt s 
biopic, where she is portraying 

his wife, Maanyata Dutt, believes 
it is destiny that she was offered 
the role.

I just feel that our destinies are 
intertwined in some ways. I don’t 
know what it is but I am so fond 
of him(Sanjay Dutt). He has been 
nothing but wonderful to me over 
the years and I have always en-
joyed working with him, Dia said.

It was a very special experience 
to work with one of my favourite 
directors, Raju Hirani, and to have 

an opportunity to work with 
Ranbir Kapoor on a subject that 
is close to all of us and we care 
so much for. I have really en-

joyed working every minute 
on the film, she added.

The actor also said 
that there is a lot of 

wonderful things 
about Dutt and 
his wife that peo-

ple do not know 
and will explore 

them through the film.
PTI
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This artist concept shows one of the universe’s first stars. The massive star is embedded within filaments 
of gas and dust, while the cosmic microwave background (CMB) is shown on the outer edges. Researchers 
recently inferred the existence of these massive blue stars by measuring the dimming of the CMB.
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Mirror Crossword 1752        sud0ku 1592
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1751

ACRoss
1. Shine
6. Chicago baseball team
10. Area of urban squalor
14. Entertainment of sketches, 

songs and dances
15. Right away
16. Unadulterated
17. Not gifted or talented
18. Jacob’s wife (Bible)
19. Dry
20. Paint mixing boards
22. Name means “Blessed friend”
24. Gaelic for “Mangle” or “Abuse”
25. Male monster in “Beowulf”
26. Storage recess
29. Singer ____ Clapton
30. Oaf
31. Not available for replay
37. State in India
39. Mineral bearing rock
40. Superman actor Christopher 

_____
41. People who disparage
44. Principal
45. Noted scientist ____ Sagan
46. Sarcastically
48. Not public
52. Long narrow strip
53. Cosmetic liquid
54. A solid dialectric
58. 50s brother singing group
59. Possessing the necessary 

abilities
61. Throw
62. Half
63. Whine or fret
64. Go in

65. Nearly all
66. Break
67. Strict 
DoWn
1. Grasp
2. Russian river
3. Egg-shaped
4. Widely acclaimed celebrity
5. Small sofa
6. Comtemporary of Joshua 

(Bible)
7. Exploits or employs
8. Sheep sound
9. Round
10. Bring forth
11. Causing shock or horror

12. Liquid human waste 
13. Award or decoration
21. South African archbishop 

Desmond ____
23. Decorative style
25. Actress _____ Garson
26. Sheathe or cover
27. Suffer defeat
28. Eject or expel
29. Actor _____ Flynn
32. French for “Our”
33. Characterized by temporary 

abatement
34. Deceased
35. Wicked or despicable
36. Declare untrue

38. Former Portuguese colony
42. Little sleeps
43. Exchange for money
47. Hidden storage areas
48. Material forming cells or 

tissue
49. Juliet’s beau
50. Parts of a list
51. Social call
52. Nap
54. Singer ____ Fitzgerald
55. Speed at which a thing moves 

or changes
56. Always
57. Sea bird
60. Small bread roll

solutions to suD0ku 1591

New York, Mar. 4 (IANS): Older 
women who find it difficult to hit 
the gym or follow a workout rou-
tine may now ward off their risk of 
developing heart failure by taking 
brisk walks, finds a study.

Heart failure — a condition 
in which the heart becomes too 
weak to pump enough blood to 
meet the body’s needs — rises 
with age

The study found thatAwomen 
above 60 years of age were three 
times more prone to heart failure 
risk.

The paper presented in at the 
American College of Cardiology’s 
67th Annual Scientific Session, 
noted that post-menopausal 
women who walk for 40 minutes 
or more at a time had a 21 to 25 
per cent lower risk of heart failure 
than those taking shorter walks.

Women walking at an average 
or fast pace showed a 26 and 38 
per cent lower risk of heart fail-
ure, respectively, compared with 
women who walked at a casual 
pace.

“We already know that physi-

cal activity lowers the risk of heart 
failure, but there may be a mis-
conception that simply walking 
isn’t enough,” said Somwail Rasla, 
cardiology student at Saint Vin-
cent Hospital in Massachusetts.

“Our analysis shows walking 
is not only an accessible form of 
exercise but almost equal to all 
different types of exercise that 
have been studied before in terms 
of lowering heart failure risk” 
Rasla added.

The study examined he ben-
efits of walking by parsing the 

effects of walking frequency, dura-
tion and speed in 89,000 women 
over a more than 10-year period, 
between 50 to 79 years of age.

Researchers also assessed the 
women’s overall energy expendi-
ture from walking by combining 
all three of these variables into a 
calculation known as Metabolic 
Equivalent of Task (MET).

Those in the highest tertile for 
MET per week were 25 per cent 
less likely to develop heart failure 
compared with those in the low-
est tertile.

New York, Mar. 4 (IANS): 
Mothers who were still co-
sleeping -- sharing either 
a room or bed -- with their 
infants after six months 
were more likely to feel 
depressed, finds a study.

This was a result of re-
cent trends and popular 
advice telling mothers not 
to sleep with their babies.

Thus, those who do 
choose to co-sleep with 
their infants tend to be 
worried about their ba-
bies’ sleep and think their 
decisions were being criti-
cised.

According to the study, 
mothers that were still co-
sleeping after six months 
reportedly felt 76 per cent 
more depressed than 
mothers who had moved 
their baby into a separate 
room. In addition, these 
mothers were also 16 per 
cent more criticised or 
judged for their sleep hab-
its.

“We definitely saw that 
the persistent co-sleepers 
-- the moms that were 
still co-sleeping after 
six months -- were the 
ones who seemed to get 
the most criticism,” said 
Douglas Teti, Professor 
at the Pennsylvania State 
University.

“Additionally, they also 
reported greater levels of 
worry about their baby’s 
sleep, which makes sense 
when you’re getting criti-
cized about something 
that people are saying you 
shouldn’t be doing, that 
raises self-doubt. That’s 
not good for anyone,” Teti 
added.

In the study, published 
in the journal Infant and 

Astronomers detect signal 
from universe’s first stars

Climate change driving dramatic 
rise in sea levels — NASA study

How new mothers tend to be more depressed

Brisk walking may reduce heart failure risk in older women

Your smartphone is damaging the environment, says study

Wa s h i n g t o n , Ma r. 4 
(IANS): Using a radio an-
tenna not much larger 
than a refrigerator, astron-
omers have detected for 
the first time a signal from 
stars emerging in the early 
universe.

The researchers dis-
covered that ancient suns 
were active within 180 
million years of the Big 
Bang, according to a study 
published in the journal 
Nature.

T h e  a s t r o n o m e r s 
made the discovery with 
their Experiment to Detect 
the Global EoR (Epoch of 
Reionization) Signature 
(EDGES) project.

“Finding this minis-
cule signal has opened a 
new window on the early 
universe,” said lead inves-
tigator on the project Judd 
Bowman of the University 
of Arizona in the US.

“Telescopes cannot 
see far enough to directly 
image such ancient stars, 
but we’ve seen when they 
turned on in radio waves 
arriving from space,” Bow-
man said. Models of the 
early universe predict such 
stars were massive, blue 
and short-lived. 

Because telescopes 
cannot see them, though, 
astronomers have been 
hunting for indirect evi-
dence, such as a tell-tale 

Toronto, Mar. 4 (IANS): 
Smartphones and data 
centres will be the most 
damaging information 
and communications 
technologies to the envi-
ronment by 2040, warns a 
new study.

For the study, the re-
searchers studied the 
carbon footprint of con-
sumer devices such as 
smartphones, laptops, 
tablets, desktops as well 
as data centres and com-
munication networks.

Their findings, pub-
lished in the Journal of 
Cleaner  Production, 
showed ICT has a great-
er impact on emissions 
than previously thought 
and most emissions come 
from production and op-
eration.

“Today, it sits at about 

change in the background 
electromagnetic radiation 
that permeates the uni-
verse, called the cosmic 
microwave background 
(CMB).

A small dip in intensity, 
for example, should be ap-
parent in CMB radio sig-
nals, but Earth’s crowded 
radio-wave environment 
has hampered astrono-
mers’ search. 

The researchers set up 

the EDGES antennae in 
the desert to eliminate 
as much radio noise as 
possible, selecting an 
isolated site at the Mur-
chison Radio-astronomy 
Observatory in Australia, 
run by that nation’s Com-
monwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research Or-
ganisation (CSIRO).

O n c e  t h e  s i g n a l 
emerged in their data, 
the astronomers initiated 

a years-long process to 
check and recheck their 
f indings against  any 
known causes of instru-
mental errors and rule out 
potential sources of radio 
interference. 

In all, EDGES applied 
dozens of verification tests 
to ensure that the signal 
was truly from space.

While confirming the 
signal, the EDGES data 
also raised new questions, 

Washington, Mar. 4 (IANS): The sea level 
may rise twice as high by 2100 as previ-
ously estimated as a result of climate 
change, a new NASA study says.

According to the findings detailed 
in the journal Proceedings of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, rise in sea 
level may increase by up to 65 
centimeteres in the next 80 
years, enough to cause 
significant problems for 
coastal cities, Space.
com reported on Fri-
day. 

“This is almost 
certainly a conser-
vative estimate,” 
said Steve Nerem, Pro-
fessor at the University 
of Colorado-Boulder, 
who led the NASA Sea 
Level Change team that conducted 
the study.

This acceleration has been driven 
mainly by increased ice melting in 
Greenland and Antarctica, the study 
said. 

The findings are based on 25 years of 
NASA and European satellite data. 

“Our extrapolation assumes that sea 
level continues to change in the future 
as it has over the last 25 years. Given the 
large changes we are seeing in the ice 
sheets today, that is not likely,” Nerem 
said in a statement.

Rising concentrations of greenhouse 
gases in Earth’s atmosphere increase 
the temperature of air and water, which 
causes sea level to rise in two ways. 

First, warmer water expands, and 
this “thermal expansion” of the ocean 
has contributed about half of the seven 
centimetres of global mean sea level rise 
that has been observed over the past 25 
years, Nerem said.

Second, the water from melting 
land ice flows into the ocean, 

which also increases 
sea level around the 

world.
The rate of sea level 

rise has risen from about 
2.5 millimetres per year 
in the 1990s to about 3.4 
millimetres per year to-
day, the researchers said.

These increases have 
been measured by satellite 

altimeters since 1992, includ-
ing the TOPEX/Poseidon, Ja-

son-1, Jason-2, and Jason-3 missions, 
which have been jointly managed by 
NASA, France’s Centre national d’etudes 
spatiales, the European Organisation for 
the Exploitation of Meteorological Satel-
lites, and the US National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. 

The researchers said that the speed 
of the acceleration can be affected by 
geological events such as volcanic erup-
tions or by climate patterns such as El 
Nino and La Nina.

They used climate models and other 
data sets to account for the volcanic ef-
fects and to determine the El Nino /La 
Nina effects, ultimately uncovering the 
underlying rate and acceleration of sea 
level rise.

as the signal was twice 
as intense as models had 
predicted. 

The researchers sug-
gest this means either the 
fog of hydrogen gas so 
soon after the Big Bang 
was colder than expected 
or that background ra-
diation levels were sig-
nificantly hotter than the 
photons of the CMB. 

The study authors sug-
gest one possibility is that 
dark matter interactions 
may explain the effect.

“If that idea is con-
firmed, then we’ve learned 
something new and fun-
damental about the mys-
terious dark matter that 
makes up 85 percent of 
the matter in the universe. 
This would provide the 
first glimpse of physics 
beyond the standard mod-
el,” Bowman said.  Larger 
radio arrays are continu-
ing the search and are ex-
pected to build beyond 
the initial EDGES findings 
to gain far greater insight 
into the earliest stars and 
galaxies.

“This discovery opens 
a new chapter in our un-
derstanding of how the 
world we see came into be-
ing,” said Peter Kurczynski, 
the US National Science 
Foundation programme 
director who oversaw 
funding for EDGES.

Child Development, the 
researchers garnered con-
cerns about sudden infant 
death syndrome (SIDS) 
or the desire for babies to 
learn how to fall asleep 
on their own are some of 
the reasons why parents 
should prefer their babies 
to be sleeping alone.

Researchers analysed 
the sleeping habits of 103 
mothers in their baby’s 
first year of life.

“We found that about 
73 per acent of families 
co-slept at the one-month 
point. That dropped to 
about 50 per acent by 
three months, and by six 
months, it was down to 
about 25 per cent,” Teti 
said.

“Most babies that were 
in co-sleeping arrange-
ments in the beginning 
were moved out into soli-
tary sleep by six months.”

Moreover, even when 
co-sleeping works well, it 

can still cause more loss of 
sleep for the parents than 
if the baby slept in its own 
room.

“Co-sleeping, as long 
as its done safely, is fine 
as long as both parents 
are on board with it. If it’s 
working for everyone, and 
everyone is okay with it, 
then co-sleeping is a per-
fectly acceptable option,” 
Teti said.

Teti said that it is not 
about whether co-sleep-
ing is good or bad, but 
about the importance of 
finding a sleep arrange-
ment that works well while 
not neglecting your part-
ner or spouse.

“Co-sleeping needs to 
work well for everyone, 
and that includes getting 
adequate sleep. To be the 
best parent you can be, 
you have to take care of 
yourself, and your child 
benefits as a result,” Teti 
noted.

1.5 per cent. If trends con-
tinue, ICT will account for 
as much as 14 per cent 
for the total global foot-
print by 2040, or about 
half of the entire trans-
portation sector world-
wide,” said Lotfi Belkhir, 
Associate Professor at W 
Booth School of Engineer-
ing Practice and Technol-
ogy, McMaster University, 

Canada.
“For every text mes-

sage, for every phone call, 
every video you upload or 
download, there’s a data 
centre making this hap-
pen. Telecommunications 
networks and data centres 
consume a lot of energy 
to serve you and most 
data centres continue to 
be powered by electricity 

generated by fossil fuels. 
It’s the energy consump-
tion we don’t see,” Belkhir 
added.

Among all the devic-
es, trends suggest that by 
2020, the most damaging 
devices to the environ-
ment will be smartphones.

While smartphones 
consume little energy to 
operate, 85 per cent of 
their emissions impact 
comes from production.

A smartphone’s chip 
and motherboard require 
the most amount of en-
ergy to produce as they 
are made up of precious 
metals that are mined at 
a high cost, the study said.

Smartphones also 
have a short life which 
drives further production 
of new models and an 
extraordinary amount of 

waste.
“Anyone can acquire a 

smartphone, and telecom-
munications companies 
make it easy for people to 
acquire a new one every 
two years. We found that 
by 2020 the energy con-
sumption of a smartphone 
is going to be more than 
that of PCs and laptops,” 
Belkir said.

Belkir has made policy 
recommendations based 
on his findings.

“Communication and 
data centres have to go 
under renewable energy 
now. The good news is 
Google and Facebook data 
centres are going to run 
on renewable energy. But 
there needs to be a policy 
in place so that all data 
centres follow suit,” Belkir 
said.
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Wesley Sneijder

Shahzar Rizvi

Italian defender Davide Astori played 14 times for Italy in a 12-year professional career
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Indian players celebrate a goal against England on Sun. Mar. 4.

Argentina's Juan Martin del Potro holds aloft his trophy after 
defeating South Africa's Kevin Anderson in the men's final at the 
Mexican Tennis Open in Acapulco, Mexico on Sat. Mar. 3.

AP/PTI

Fiorentina captain Astori, 31, passes away Shooter Rizvi sets world 
record, wins World Cup gold

Sneijder calls time on international football

Goa thrash Jamshedpur to enter play-offs

Del Potro cools off red-hot Anderson to win Acapulco

India, England play 1-1 draw in Sultan Azlan Shah Cup

First man in history to run 
"four minute mile" dies at 88

Florence (Italy), Mar. 4 
(IANS): ACF Fiorentina 
captain and Italian in-
ternational Davide As-
tori, 31, has died due 
to a sudden illness, the 
club announced on Sun-
day, sending the Italian 
football community into 
mourning.

"Fiorentina are pro-
foundly shaken and 
forced to announce that 
club captain Davide As-
tori has died, caught by a 
sudden illness," Fioren-
tina said in a statement.

According to media re-
ports, Astori, who played 
14 times for Italy as a de-
fender, died in his sleep 
in his team's hotel in the 
northern Italian city of 
Udine on Sunday ahead of 
their Serie A clash against 
Udinese away.

"For the terrible and 
delicate situation, and 
above all for the respect of 
his family, appeal is made 
to everyone's sensibility," 
Fiorentina said.

As a sign of respect, all 
Serie A matches sched-
uled for Sunday were sus-
pended, Serie A and the 
Italian football federation 
FIGC announced.

"All the fixtures sched-
uled for today are post-
poned as a sign of mourn-
ing. Farwell Astori," Serie 
A tweeted.

Astori joined the AC 
Milan youth academy and 
played for Cagliari and 
Roma before moving on 
loan to Fiorentina in 2015 
and signing a long-term 
contract in 2016.

Since joining Fiorenti-

na, he played 106 matches 
and became the leading 
figure in the Italian club.

FIFA and UEFA, along 
with several footballing 
personalities also offered 
their condolences on As-
tori's death.

"Our sincerest condo-
lences to the family and 
friends of @acffiorentina 
captain and Italian inter-
national Davide Astori, 
who passed away sud-
denly last night," UEFA 
tweeted.

"Our thoughts are with 
the family and friends of 
Davide Astori who has 
passed away at the age of 
31," FIFA tweeted.

FIGC said: "The FIGC's 

thoughts are with the di-
rectors, coaches and staff 
who knew and respected 
Davide throughout Ital-
ian football, while we also 
offer our most profound 
condolences to the Astori 
family."

"A man who loved 
football and who grew 
up as a footballer with us. 
#ACMilan are shocked 
by the passing of Davide 
#Astori. It is with great 
sadness that we offer our 
deepest condolences to 
his family and closed ones 
and to ACF #Fiorentina," 
AC Milan said.

Astori's national team 
captain Gianluigi Buffon 
wrote an emotional let-

ter in his tribute to his 
former teammate. "I have 
hardly publicly expressed 
a thought about a person, 
because I have always let 
the beauty and unique-
ness of relationships, mu-
tual esteem and affection, 
not be exploited or dis-
posed off to those who do 
not have the delicacy to 
respect certain links.

In your case, I feel like 
I'm making an exception 
to my rule, because you 
have a young wife and 
family members who will 
be suffering, but espe-
cially your little girl, she 
deserves to know that her 
dad was a decent person. 
A great decent person.... 

Guadalajara (Mexico), 
Mar. 4 (IANS): Indian 
shooter Shahzar Rizvi cre-
ated a new world record 
on his way to the gold 
medal in the men's 10m 
air pistol event at the ISSF 
World Cup here.

Rizvi, who was mak-
ing his World Cup debut, 
registered a world record 
score of 242.3 points in 
the final on the opening 
day of the event here on 
Saturday evening.

The Indian beat reign-
ing Olympic champion 
Christian Reitz of Ger-
many, who had to settle 
for the silver with a score 
of 239.7. India's Jitu Rai 
bagged the bronze with 
219.

Om Prakash Mithar-
val, the third Indian to 
reach the final, finished 

you were the best ex-
pression of an ancient, 
outdated world, in which 
values such as altruism, 
elegance, education, and 
respect for the next, did 
it as masters. Congratula-
tions really, you were one 
of the best sports figures I 
came across," the 40-year-
old legendary goalkeeper 
posted on Facebook.

Al l  the  European 
clubs, including the likes 
of Real Madrid, FC Bar-
celona, Liverpool, Bayern 
Munich, Juventus, Man-
chester United and Man-
chester City, Schalke, ex-
tended their condolences 
to Astori's family, friends 
and teammates.

"Shocked, incredu-
lous and speechless for 
this tragedy. I'm close to 
the family and friends of 
Davide Astori," Francesco 
Totti, who captained As-
tori at AS Roma, said.

Lazio and Italy striker 
Ciro Immobile said: "I 
have no words Davide 
only deep pain,  you 
were a good person and 
you made you love ev-
eryone! I send you a hug 
wherever you are rest-
ing in peace champion. 
# davideastori#RiPAstori

Juventus chief coach 
Massimiliano Allegri, who 
coached Astori at Cagliari 
wrote on Twitter: "Mo-
ments, words, images 
and many memories: the 
moment is tremendous 
for those who have got 
to know Davide. It was 
a privilege to train him, 
he will be missed. A hug 
especially to the family."

fourth with 198.4 points.
In the women's 10m 

air rifle event, India's Me-
huli Ghosh also made a 
memorable debut at a se-
nior World Cup, taking the 
bronze with a world junior 

record of 228.4 points.
Her compatriot Anjum 

Moudgil finished in the 
fourth position with 208.6 
while Apurvi Chandela 
was seventh with 144.1 
points.

London, Mar. 4 (IANS): 
Roger Bannister, the Brit-
ish athlete famed as the 
first man in history to run 
the four-minute mile, has 
died at the age of 88.

Bannister, who was di-
agnosed with Parkinson's 
Disease in 2011, died at 
his home in Oxford, his 
family said in a brief an-
nouncement on Sunday, 
reports Xinhua news 
agency.

Bannister set his re-
cord time of three min-
utes and 59.4 seconds 
at the Iffley Road sports 
ground in Oxford on May 
6, 1954.

He practiced athletics 
in his spare time while 
studying for a medical 
degree at Oxford. Bannis-
ter even used his medical 
knowledge to devise his 
own training regime and 
investigate the mechani-

Amsterdam, Mar. 4 (IANS): Dutch at-
tacking midfielder Wesley Sneijder on 
Sunday announced his retirement from 
international football following a discus-
sion with newly appointed national team 
coach Ronald Koeman.

Koeman and Sneijder spoke about the 
future of their nation. "Wesley is one of 
the best Dutch footballers of recent years. 
A great player with a great appearance. 
But I want to select, build a new Oranje 
and have to make choices," Koeman said 
in a statement.

Following their discussions, Sneijder 
said: "When I left for Qatar, I knew of 
course that this could have an impact on 
my career as an international. 

"Moreover, I understand that Koeman 
wants to make a new start with other, 

younger players. We spoke very openly 
about this and that was a very pleasant 
conversation. I respect his choice."

However, the KNVB and Sneijder will 
jointly explore the possibilities of whether 
players and federations can remain con-
nected to each other in the future.

Wesley Sneijder played in the Dutch 
national team for 15 years. He made his 
debut in 2003 in a friendly match against 
Portugal and grew to be an international. 

In November last year the 33-year-old 
played his 133rd and last international 
match against Romania. He finished 
second at the World Cup in South Africa 
(2010) and third at the World Champion-
ships in Brazil, four years ago.

The KNVB said that they are planning 
an 'appropriate farewell' for Sneijder.

Acapulco, Mar. 4 (AFp): 
Juan Martin Del Potro 
continued his dominance 
over Kevin Anderson, 
putting the brakes on the 
South African's brilliant 
run of success to claim the 
ATP Mexican Open title 
on Saturday night.

Del Potro defeated 
the hard-serving Ander-
son 6-4, 6-4 in the final 
to claim his first title of 
2018 and post his seventh-
straight career victory over 
Anderson. The 29-year-
old Del Potro recorded his 
21st career ATP title but 
this is one of his biggest in 
years and the earliest he 
has hoisted a trophy since 
the 2014 season.

The Argentine won the 
title by battling through a 
tough draw that included 
a trio of top 10 players.

He defeated Mischa 
Zverev, four-time Aca-
pulco champion David 
Ferrer, No. 6 Dominic 
Thiem and No. 5 Alex-

Jamshedpur, Mar. 4 (IANS): FC Goa rode 
on Spanish striker Ferran Coromi-
nas' brace either side of halftime 
to qualify for the Indian Super 
League (ISL) play-offs in a 
virtual knockout clash against 
Jamshedpur FC at the JRD 
Tata Sports Complex here on 
Sunday.

Top-scorer in the league Cor-
ominas scored in the 29th and 51st 
minute with Manuel Lanzarote (69th) 
adding gloss to the scoreline.

Jamshedpur, placed fifth on the points 
table with 26 points from 17 games, had 
to win the game to make the cut while 
a draw would have been enough for the 

visitors who were on 27 points from 17 
games.

Goa, who finished with 30 
points, joined Bengaluru FC, 
Chennaiyin FC and FC Pune 
City to complete the list of 
teams who will vie for the 

silverware this season.
In a rare incident, both keep-

ers were sent off in each half for 
handling the ball outside the box.

First, hosts' veteran India custodian 
Subrata Paul came out of his 18-yard box 
to inexplicably catch the ball and after 
the change of ends, Naveen Kumar did 
something similar to force the referee to 
take out the red card from his pocket.

cal aspects of running.
He later became an 

eminent neurologist.
His new world record 

lasted for just 46 days 
when his main rival, Aus-
tralian athlete John Landy, 
covered the same distance 
in 3 minutes and 57.4 sec-
onds.

The two men compet-
ed at the Commonwealth 
Games in Canada later 
in 1954 in a race billed as 

Ipoh (Malaysia), Mar. 4 
(IANS): India and England 
played a 1-1 draw to gain 
their first points in the 
27th Sultan Azlan Shah 
Cup hockey tournament 
here on Sunday.
Young striker Shilanand 
Lakra scored his maiden 
international goal for In-
dia in the 14th minute 
but Mark Gleghorne con-
verted a penalty stroke in 
the 52nd minute to tie the 

score for England. Coming 
into this match, both India 
and England had suffered 
defeats in their opening 
match. While India lost 
2-3 to Argentina, England 
were floored by Australia, 
who won 4-1. Hence, both 
India and Argentina were 
looking to bounce back 
with a strong show.

England were the bet-
ter side at the start, mak-
ing 10 circle entries inside 

the first quarter but they 
could not be efficient as 
they took only four shots. 

But India took the 1-0 
lead against the run of 
play. England lost pos-
session of the ball in their 
own half and Ramandeep 
Singh's pass to the striking 
circle was hit first-time by 
Talwinder Singh. But Eng-
land's goalkeeper George 
Pinner could only parry it 
straight to Shilanand, who 

the 'Miracle Mile'. Landy 
was in front and poised 
to win until the final bend 
when he made the mis-
take of looking back over 
his shoulder to see where 
his rival was. Bannister 
burst through to win the 
gold by crossing the line 
in 3 minutes and 58.8 sec-
onds.

The current record for 
the quickest mile is held 
by Moroccan legend Hi-
cham El Guerrouj who 
recorded a time of three 
minutes and 43.13 sec-
onds in Rome on July 7, 
1999.

No female athlete has 
ever cracked the four-
minute mile. The current 
women's world record 
holder is Russian athlete 
Svetlana Masterkova with 
a time of 4 minutes, 12.56 
seconds set on August 14, 
1996 in Zurich.

ander Zverev before dis-
patching world number 
eight Anderson.

Del Potro has owned 
Anderson on the hard-
courts ever since their first 
meeting in 2011 in Delray 
Beach, Florida that he also 
won 6-4, 6-4. Since then, 
they have squared off in 
Vienna, Valencia, Basel, 
Washington and Delray 
again with all the matches 
taking place on the hard 
surface.

D e l  Po t r o  s e r v e d 
masterfully on Saturday, 
blasting 12 aces and win-
ning 78 percent of his first 
serve and 64 percent of 
his second serve points in 
the one hour, 40 minute 
match.

Del Potro managed to 
hold serve throughout the 
match and broke Ander-
son twice.

Anderson, of Johan-
nesburg, had his eight-
match winning streak 
snapped and was coming 

off a title at the New York 
Open.

On the women's side, 
Lesia Tsurenko success-
fully defended her WTA 
Mexican Open title by ral-
lying from a first set loss to 
beat Stefanie Voegele 5-7, 
7-6 (7/2), 6-2.

Ts u r e n k o,  o f  t h e 
Ukraine, earned her 10th 
straight victory this week 
and claimed her fourth ca-
reer WTA Tour title by out-
lasting Voegele in the two 
hour, 45 minute match.

The seventh seeded 
Tsurenko hit two aces and 
won 64 percent of her 
first-serve points cough-
ing up 10 double faults as 
she was broken six times.

At one stage she was 
just three points away 
from defeat in the sec-
ond set, but she hung on 
and has now won at least 
one title each year since 
claiming her first in 2015 
at the Guangzhou, China 
tournament.

put the ball into the back 
of the net in his second 
international appearance.

The second quarter 
was more balanced be-
tween the two teams as 
India started the quarter 
well, winning a total of 
eight penalty corners to 
put England on the back-
foot. However, India's ef-
forts on goal were either 
saved or blocked by the 
English defence which 
meant that England sur-
vived the opening spell 
of pressure created by the 
Indian team.

In the latter phase of 
the quarter, it was the Eng-
lishmen who controlled 
proceedings as they were 
constantly threatening to 
find the equaliser, how-
ever India's defence was 
resolute and kept all of 
England's four shots out to 
go into the half-time with 
a 1-0 lead.

England were awarded 
their first penalty corner 
of the match towards the 
start of the third quar-
ter and looked to make 
the most of India being 
down to 10-men as Shilan-
and had earned himself 
a green card at the stroke 
of the half-time hooter. 

However, to England's 
disappointment, Mark 
Gleghorne's delivery was 
deflected off his teammate 
Ian Sloan. 

The fourth quarter was 
an important one for both 
the teams as India looked 
to snatch the victory with 
a second goal, while Eng-
land were eager to find the 
equaliser and make it an 
interesting final few min-
utes for the crowd in Ipoh. 

The English attack 
stuck to their task in the 
final quarter and earned 
themselves a penalty 
stroke in the 52nd minute 
when India were found 
guilty of a stick-check in-
side their own striking 
circle. Gleghorne fired a 
fierce stroke down the left 
to beat India's young goal-
keeper Krishan B. Pathak. 

In the final eight min-
utes, neither of the teams 
could find the equaliser, 
settling for a draw.

In the other match, 
2016 Olympic champions 
Argentina registered their 
second straight victory af-
ter thumping Ireland 5-3, 
as star drag-flicker Gon-
zalo Peillat fired his sec-
ond hat-trick in as many 
games.


