
100-year-old Lhouzhii casting her vote at L-Khel Upper 1, Kohima (DIPR Photo). To the right are some voters in queue to cast their vote in Dimapur, Nagaland on Feb. 27.

Diethono Nakhro after casting her vote at Science College GPS, Phezhu, Kohima.
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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
Man, you're a beast...you 

should ask your candidate to 
send you to a rehab centre.

Great dancers are not great 
because of their technique, 

they are great because of 
their passion. 

~ Martha Graham
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NDPP says all ads 
are CEO-certified

Withhold 49 Tamlu AC results —NDPP Dimapur chooses to bury violent habits of old

No accessibility even for election icon

75% voter turnout in Nagaland assembly polls 
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Ed Sheeran crowned biggest 
selling global artist of 2017 | P10

Violence claims life in Akuluto town; polling adjourned in disputed Ladigarh once again

Rashid Khan set to become
youngest captain in 
international cricket |  P11

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 27 (EMN): An 
estimated 75 % voter turn-
out (provisional report) was 
recorded in the Nagaland 
assembly polls on Tue.; 16% 
less than the last assembly 
election when the polling 
percentage was recorded at 
91.26.

Voting was held in 2154 
polling stations for 59 as-
sembly seats out of 60. Prior 
to the voting, Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive Par-
ty (NDPP) chief ministerial 
candidate, Neiphiu Rio was 
declared uncontested from 
the 11 Northern Angami-II 
assembly constituency seat.

Even as several violent in-
cidents were reported, voting 
in all the 59 constituencies ‘by 
and large’ passed off peace-
fully, Chief Electoral Officer 
(CEO) Abhijit Sinha told re-
porters here this evening. 

Addressing a press confer-
ence, the CEO informed that 
the provisional figures indi-
cated that Pughoboto record-
ed the highest voter turnout 
with 88% while Mokokchung 
trailed behind with 82%, fol-
lowed by Wokha with 81%, 
Phek with 78%, Longleng 
with 77%, Tuensang and Zun-
heboto with 76% each, Mon 
and Kiphire 73% each, Ko-
hima-72%, and Dimapur and 
Peren recorded the least with 
70% till 4.30 pm. Although 
voting ended at 4 pm, a huge 
number of voters were report-
ed to be waiting in queues at 
many polling stations across 
the state, therefore the voting 
percentage was expected to 

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, Feb. 27 (EMN): Going 
by the promotional campaign, 
accessible election was one of 
the buzzwords of Nagaland as-
sembly elections, 2018. The of-
fice of the state’s chief electoral 
officer has put a lot of focus on 
accessibility for voters with disa-
bility in the run-up to voting day 
and announced various meas-
ures to facilitate their participa-
tion in the election process. 

However, it appears that the 
efforts have not percolated down 

to the ground as even disability 
rights activist and election icon 
for People with Disabilities in 
the state, Diethono Nakhro faced 
accessibility problems when she 
turned up at her polling station 
in Science College, Kohima to 
cast her vote. She is also a former 
editor of Eastern Mirror. 

The polling station was lo-
cated at a government primary 
school which did not have steps 
but had a gaping drain running 
all around the building. Since 
she could not find wheelchair 

access into the polling station, 
she called the presiding officer 
and asked him how she was sup-
posed to enter. The presiding of-
ficer appeared to be clueless on 
accessibility measures.

After some discussion during 
which she questioned the official 
on why there was no acces-
sibility for wheelchair users as 
assured by the election office to 
which she did not get a definite 
answer, she was finally carried 
across the barrier by a group of 
men as the many voters stand-

Dimapur, Feb. 27 (EMN): 
The Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP) has refuted alle-
gations of violating con-
duct code while asserting 
that the party has been 
successful in carrying out 
‘a responsible and mature 
campaign’ perhaps not 
seen before. 

In response to the al-
legation from rival NPF, 
the party on Tue. issued a 
statement clarifying that 
the contents of an advise-
ment in the local dallies 
on Feb. 26 were simply 
highlights of a speech of 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi made on Feb. 
22. “The advertisement 
did not make any com-
mitment nor announce 
any package but rather 
repeated what was stated 
by the PM.”

It stated that no party 
had objected to, or com-
plained about, the prime 
minister’s speech ‘within 
the stipulated time’. While 
asserting its commitment 
to clean elections, the 
party maintained that it 
chooses not to get drawn 
into a media war and ugly 
exchanges in the print 
media despite scath-
ing attacks aimed at the 
NDPP. 

“We can say with hu-
mility that we have suc-

ceeded in carrying out a 
mature and responsible 
campaign that has per-
haps not been witnessed 
before and we thank the 
people for appreciating 
our conduct”. 

It also reminded that 
an advertisement could 
be published only after a 
series of filtering by the 
authorities in concern. 
“We have abstained from 
making personalised at-
tacks, throwing dirt at 
others and ensured that 
we conducted ourselves 
in a manner that reflects 
a responsible political 
party...likewise, our ad-
vertisement campaign in 
the print media, the dis-
plays on billboards and 
the posters and banners 
of the party and the alli-
ance have all been carried 
out with strict adherence 
to the model code of con-
duct. 

“Each and every ad-
vertisement and publicity 
material of the NDPP and 
the NDPP-BJP alliance 
have been released into 
the public domain only 
after orders of clearance 
issued by the election 
department after the con-
tents, designs and dates of 
circulation/publication/
display have been ob-
tained from the election 
commission,” it stated. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Feb. 27: An ut-
terly unpredictable and 
historically volatile Di-
mapur on Tue. managed 
to pull off a major sur-
prise by delivering a rela-
tively violence-free day of 
polling. 

Safe in the comfort of 
“an unnatural calmness” 
– in stark contrast to a 
violent history of elec-
tioneering in the district 
– Dimapur conducted a 
peaceful and non-violent 
2018 assembly election. 
Voters queued at their 
respective polling station 
as early as 6 am to cast 
their vote.      

There were reports 
of minor skirmishes at 

certain polling stations 
but they were all reported 
to be short-lived. Highly 
reliable sources informed 
that the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) candidate to 
Dimapur I assembly con-
stituency Tovihoto Ayemi 
was stopped by the cen-
tral security personnel 
even as he went to cast 
his vote. 

Reportedly,  Ayemi 
was tagging along secu-
rity personnel in excess 
of the prescribed limit. 
Exchange of harsh words 
between the security per-
sonnel and some youth 
followed but the situation 
was brought under con-
trol immediately. 

There was also a ru-

mour about some Chris-
tian “missionaries” go-
ing around churches 
at Diphupar to desist 
people from voting for a 
certain party. But village 
council leaders, while 
talking to Eastern Mir-
ror, denied such activity. 
They said that polling in 
their respective location 
was going smoothly and 
peacefully ‘as expected’. 

Also compared to pre-
vious elections, this year 
witnessed more first-time 
voters –most of whom 
were confused about the 
choice of candidate/par-
ty. As she stood in queue 
waiting for her turn, a 
young first-timer in one 
of the constituencies of 

Dimapur said she was 
still contemplating her 
choice as “it was very 
confusing”. 

The returning officer 
of Dimapur informed 
that a mock poll was 
conducted around 6 am 
during which they dis-
covered that 12 balloting 
units, 10 control units 
and 21 voter verified pa-
per audit trail were not 
functioning. They were 
promptly replaced. 

A major setback for 
the election commission 
was that 40% women 
comprises of the total 
number of government 
employees in the state, 
according to an official. 
This meant that deploy-

ing polling officials was 
‘difficult’ as they could 
not send women to “far 
flung areas”.  Dimapur 
had 26 all-women poll-
i n g  p e r s o n n e l  p o l l -
ing stations, it was in-
formed. 

Apart from the live 
webcast form 92 polling 
stations in Dimapur dis-
trict, an offline recording 
facility was also installed 
in all polling stations. 
The National Informatics 
Centre (NIC), through the 
live webcast, was able to 
see what was happening 
in the polling stations 
and if any misconduct 
was noticed, the presid-
ing officer was immedi-
ately contacted. 

nation

One GST rate won't work in 'tax  
non-compliant' India — Jaitley | P8

increase.
While the polling was 

scheduled to begin from 7 
am, delays by one hour or 
more were reported from 
different polling stations in 
almost all the districts due to 
malfunctioning of EVMs and 
VVPATs.

The CEO confirmed that 
there were some faulty vot-
ing machines and altogether 
65 EVMs and 146 VVPAT ma-
chines had to be replaced 
throughout the state during 
mock poll, which was held 
one hour prior to the actual 
poll, and during polls as well.

Meanwhile, Chief Minis-
ter TR Zeliang cast his vote 
in Jalukie ‘B’ under 7th Per-
en AC, NPF president Dr. 

Shürhozelie Liezietsu cast 
his vote from L-Khel Kohima 
village under 10th Northern 
Angami-I AC while Congress 
president K Therie cast his 
vote from Pfustero ‘D’ Wing 
under 16th Pfutsero AC.
Violence: One dead, three 
injured

One person, identified 
simply as Kivika, died and 
three others including two 
police personnel were injured 
in Akuluto town in Zunhe-
boto district during a clash  
between supporters of two ri-
val political parties: NPF and 
BJP, and firing that ensued, at 
around 12 noon. 

The CEO informed that 
security reinforcements were 
immediately deployed in the 

town and the situation was 
brought under control and 
polling resumed immediate-
ly. 31 Akuluto AC, with a total 
of 9952 electorates, is seeing 
a straight contest between K 
Khekaho Assumi of NPF and 
Kazheto Kinimi of BJP this 
election.

Earlier in the morning, at 
around 5.45 am, in 41 Tizit 
AC a handmade crude bomb 
was reported to have been 
lobbed at a polling station 
and injured a village coun-
cil member. The CEO said 
the incident happened in 
an adjoining room to a poll-
ing booth while polling par-
ties were preparing for mock 
poll. Authorities evacuated 
the injured person and he is 

now stated to be out of dan-
ger. Then the polling activity 
commenced as scheduled, 
Sinha added.
Mobs damage EVMs

The CEO also informed 
that there were some cases 
of EVM damage: one being 
in Meluri under Phek dis-
trict, where a group of peo-
ple entered polling station-I 
and damaged the EVM while 
polling was going on. The 
polling was stopped after the 
incident. Another incident 
took place in 41 Tizit AC at 
polling station 21, where an 
unruly mob entered the sta-
tion and damaged the EVM 
machine. However, he said, 
since the incident happened 
before polling, the EVM was 

replaced and polling was 
conducted.

Also, in another polling 
station under 41 Tizit AC, a 
big unruly mob was reported 
to have snatched the polling 
machines after completion 
of polls. According to the 
CEO, the EVM was retrieved 
but the VVPAT was yet to be 
recovered.

Besides those, he said 
other law and order issues 
occurred in Phek district af-
ter the polls but the district 
administration was trying 
to bring the situation un-
der control. Except these 
incidents, polling passed off 
peacefully in other districts.
Poll adjourned in Ladigarh

In Ladigarh’s polling sta-

tion 1 under 49 Tamlu AC in 
Longleng district, located 
along the disputed Assam-
Nagaland border, the poll 
had to be adjourned because 
the designated polling station 
was under occupation by As-
sam armed police forces. This 
is not the first instance where 
polling could not take place. 
In the last three elections, the 
Assam police restricted the 
passage of Nagaland polling 
officials and a re-poll was 
scheduled where the elector-
ates of the said station had to 
cast their votes from alterna-
tive locations. 

CEO Sinha said the two 
polling stations (Ladigarh and 
Meluri polling station 1) were 
recommended for re-poll to 
the Election Commission of 
India, and the latter will take 
the final call.

He informed that alto-
gether, the CEO’s office has 
received 16 complaints and 
they were forwarded to the re-
spective districts for scrutiny.

Scrutiny in all the ACs will 
be done on Feb. 28 by the 
general observers and return-
ing officers in the presence 
of candidates/candidates’ 
agents. The complaints will 
be looked into and according-
ly, recommendations will be 
made whether fresh polling 
is required or not. Thereafter, 
the CEO said the recommen-
dations will be forwarded to 
the ECI for final decision. 

If any re-poll is to be held, 
it would have to be scheduled 
for Mar. 1 or 2. The count-
ing of ballots will be held on 
Mar. 3.

Dimapur, Feb. 27 (EMN): After voting 
was abandoned at polling station-I of 
49 Tamlu assembly constituency in 
Longleng reportedly due to ‘obstruction 
of democratic process’, the Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP) has 
requested the state’s chief electoral officer 
(CEO) to withhold declaring the results of 
the constituency.

In a letter to the CEO, the NDPP on 
Tue. stated that hundreds of citizens 
were denied the opportunity to carry out 
their fundamental right to exercise their 
franchise because of said turn of events.  

“This is a serious breach of the demo-
cratic process and needs to be addressed 

immediately. We request the election de-
partment and the concerned authorities 
to undertake all necessary measures to 
ensure that polling is conducted so that 
the rights of the citizens are not denied. 
Moreover, without conducting polling in 
these areas, the declaration of result of 
the elections of this constituency should 
be withheld until the polling process is 
completed in this polling station. 

“We request you to kindly take up the 
issue in the most serious manner, as this 
issue has the potential to flare up into a 
major crisis as it involves the sentiments 
of the people and also the ongoing border 
dispute,” the letter read. 

ing in queue looked on. Clearly 
not happy, Nakhro termed it a 
‘humiliating experience’.

She further said the floor 
inside was also uneven and she 
had to be helped getting around. 
Once she got to the booth, she 
said the space was so small that 
she could barely squeeze her 
chair in let alone turn it around 
to face the table. “I twisted my-
self sideways awkwardly and 
somehow managed to read the 
names and press the button to 
cast my vote,” she said.

Nakhro told Eastern Mirror 
that she was completely disap-
pointed at her experience. “The 
election office did make some 
sincere efforts and I appreciate 
that, but this just shows there’s 
much that remains to be done,” 
she said, adding that if she as 
election icon had to face these 
problems then one can only 
imagine what other voters with 
various disabilities are facing 
across the state.

She also said that this is not 
a voting day problem alone. 
“This is what People with Dis-
abilities face every day – inac-
cessibility and the indignity of 
being pushed, pulled, and car-
ried or even having to crawl over 
barriers.”
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Modi woos farmers in poll-bound 
Karnataka, attacks Congress

Opposition slams Kerala speaker
Students of Rabindra Bharati University celebrate Holi in Kolkata on Tuesday. PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Karnataka BJP President and chief ministerial candidate B S Yeddyurappa and other leaders waves at the 
crowd during the party’s ‘Farmers Convention’ at Davanagere on Tuesday. 

D a v a n g e r e ,  Fe b. 2 7 
(IANS): Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Tues-
day wooed thousands 
of farmers at a massive 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) rally in poll-bound 
Karnataka by promising 
them “acche din” (good 
days) if his party is voted 
to power in the upcom-
ing assembly polls, and 
attacked the ruling Con-
gress government for fail-
ing to serve the people.

“I appeal to you all 
to bless the BJP to form 
the next government un-
der the leadership of B.S. 
Yeddyurappa, who is a 
farmer’s son, by voting for 
the party in the upcoming 
assembly election,” said 
Modi at the rally in this 
textile town, about 260 km 
northwest of Bengaluru.

The rally also marked 
the 75th birthday of the 
BJP’s chief ministerial can-
didate Yeddyurappa, who 
is also the party’s state 
president and a Lok Sabha 
member from Shivamog-
ga, about 300 km north-
west of Bengaluru.

“Election after election 
(in different states), people 
are removing Congress 
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Delhi, to get warmer

Eyes on 2019 LS polls, Modi, 
Shah to deliberate with BJP CMs
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Nordic countries looking for 
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Bihar hit-and-run case: 
Opposition protests in assembly

from power. People of Kar-
nataka, too, are angry and 
keen to oust Congress for 
its misdeeds,” Modi said.

There is an anti-Con-
gress mood in the state 
and contempt for its lead-
ers, he said.

M o d i  b e g a n  h i s 
30-minute speech in Kan-
nada, evoking loud cheers 
and later switched to 
chaste Hindi.

The Congress party 
never cared for the poor 
and the farmers, Modi 
remarked, while hailing 

Yeddyurappa as the “farm-
ers’ friend”.

“One family ruled In-
dia for 48 years (referring 
to Congress), but never 
cared for the poor, where-
as one tea seller (refer-
ring to himself) served for 
about 48 months, and has 
devoted all his time to the 
poor and farmers,” he said.

The BJP-led Nation-
al Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) government has 
unveiled several pro-
farmer schemes, includ-
ing a minimum support 

price (MSP), which was 
announced in the 2018-19 
Union Budget to be 1.5 
times the production cost, 
Modi said.

“We have pledged to 
double farmers’ income 
by 2022, when India cel-
ebrates 75 years of Inde-
pendence,” he asserted.

This was Modi’s third 
rally in the southern state 
after the second rally at 
Mysuru on February 19 
and the first in Bengaluru 
on February 4.

The 15th assembly 

polls are due in the state 
in late April-May.

The BJP came to power 
in Karnataka on its own for 
the first time in 2008 but 
lost to the ruling Congress 
after five years in the May 
2013 assembly election.

Yeddyurappa was the 
party’s first Chief Minister 
of Karnataka from May 
2008 to July 2011 when 
he resigned following his 
indictment in the multi-
crore mining scam in the 
state during his three-year 
tenure.

New Delhi, Feb. 27 (IANS): A Delhi court 
on Tuesday dismissed the bail applica-
tion of jailed AAP MLA Prakash Jarwal, 
who was arrested for allegedly assaulting 
Delhi Chief Secretary Anshu Prakash last 
week.

The court said that if released on 
bail, Jarwal “may try to influence the wit-
nesses or tamper with evidence.”

It dismissed the plea “considering 
the seriousness of the offences...and to 
ensure fairness of investigation.” 

Last week, the Chief Secretary alleged 
that on February 19 night, he was beaten 
up by AAP legislators -- Jarwal and 
Amanatullah Khan -- in the presence 
of Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal at the 
CM’s residence, where the top bureau-
crat had been called for an emergency 
meeting.

“Assaulting public servant in dis-
charge of his duties is a serious offence 
and the peculiar facts and circumstances 
of this case make it more serious.

“The threats extended by the appli-
cant combined with attitude of aggres-

sive character towards public servant 
holding high position is totally unac-
ceptable,” the court said in its order. 

The court established its order say-
ing that the aggression shown by the 
accused towards top bureaucrat at the 
house of Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
demonstrates that “applicant has no re-
spect for law and he can go to any extent 
to serve their interest.”

“It is not only undemocratic and 
against the principles of good govern-
ance but would create fear in the minds 
of other officers and would shake the 
confidence of people in law enforcement 
machinery.”

On Feb. 22, Khan and Jarwal were 
sent to a 14-day judicial custody by the 
court which had termed the case as 
“highly sensitive.”

A magisterial court on February 23 
refused to grant bail to the two in the 
assault case, saying the matter cannot 
be treated in “a casual and routine man-
ner” considering they were “history-
sheeters.”

Chandigarh, Feb. 27 
(IANS): The ruling Con-
gress on Tuesday won 
Punjab’s cash-rich Ludhi-
ana Municipal Corpora-
tion polls with an abso-
lute majority by winning 
62 out of 95 wards.

The Shiromani Akali 
Dal won 11 seats, while 
the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty got 10 seats. The Lok 
Insaaf Party won seven 
seats and its ally Aam 
Aadmi Party got just one 
seat. Independent candi-
dates won four wards.

Over 59 per cent of the 
10.5 lakh voters exercised 
their franchise in the elec-
tion on February 24 amid 
reports of clashes, alleged 
booth capturing, rigging 
and firing during the day-
long voting process.

Opposition Shirom-
ani Akali Dal and Aam 
Aadmi Party leaders had 
accused the ruling Con-
gress of malpractices in 
the municipal elections.

Chief Minister Ama-
rinder Singh hailed the 
civic body results, saying 
they were a clear vindica-
tion of the government’s 
policies in the past one 
year.

It was evident that 
despite their desperate 
attempts to deceive the 
people the opposition 
parties had failed to make 
a dent in the Congress 
government’s popularity, 
he added.

This time the contest 
was a triangular one. The 
main fight was between 
the ruling Congress, the 

Shiromani Akali Dal-
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(SAD-BJP) alliance and 
the Aam Aadmi Party-Lok 
Insaf Party alliance.

Civic issues like water 
supply, lack of clean-
liness, pollution, bad 
roads and infrastructure 
and poor sewerage were 
the main issues for the 
common people in the 
election.

The Congress, which 
has been at the helm 
in Punjab since March 
2017, had earlier won the 
municipal corporation 
elections of Amritsar, Ja-
landhar and Patiala in 
December. It had also 
emerged victorious in 
20 out of 29 Municipal 
Councils and Nagar Pan-
chayats.

Kolkata, Feb. 27 (IANS): Nordic countries 
Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and 
Sweden are looking for free trade agree-
ments (FTAs) with India to improve trade 
relations, their envoys said on Tuesday.

“There is a lot of wish to attract foreign 
investment in India. But India has not 
opened up its economy to the world. We 
are pushing for a free trade agreement 
with India,” Denmark’s Ambassador to 
India Peter Taksoe Jensen said.

According to him, the trade volume 
(trade of goods only) between India and 
the Nordic countries stood at $3 billion, 
which should be much more if trade in 

services is included.
They said all these countries have 

good relations with India.
“We can do much more trade and, in 

order to get more trade, we need to finish 
our free trade negotiations. The busi-
nesses want to have a regime that is trans-
parent and rule-based. The best way to 
do that is through free trade agreement,” 
Iceland’s Ambassador to India Thorir 
Ibsen said. “Lack of the trade agreement 
is a stumbling block to the growth of our 
trade,” he said on the sidelines of an in-
teractive session organised by the Indian 
Chamber of Commerce.

N e w  D e l h i ,  Fe b .  2 7 
(IANS): Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and BJP 
chief Amit Shah will hold 
discussions on Wednes-
day with the party’s Chief 
Ministers and deputy 
Chief Ministers on vari-
ous issues including pos-
sibility of holding simul-
taneous Lok Sabha and 
assembly elections.

The discussion would 
also include the stages 
of implementation of 
various central and state 
development and wel-
fare schemes, measures 
to expedite them if nec-
essary and to ensure the 
benefit of these schemes 
reach the last man in the 
line, Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) spokesman 

Anil Baluni said on Tues-
day.

On Monday MP Chief 
Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chauhan told media per-
sons in Bhopal that si-
multaneous polls would 
be discussed. 

The Chief Ministers 
Council meeting, which 
has been an yearly affair 
since 2014, would start 
at 4 p.m. on Wednesday 
and would see participa-
tion from BJP Chief Min-
isters and deputy Chief 
Ministers apart from a 
number of senior party 
functionaries.

The BJP is currently 
ruling in 14 states be-
sides being a coalition 
partner in Bihar and 
Jammu & Kashmir where 

it has its deputy Chief 
Ministers.

According to party 
sources, the BJP lead-
ership had sent a five-
point note to come pre-
pared for the meeting.

The states have been 
asked to present the sta-
tus of implementation 
of central schemes tar-
geted at the poor, and 
socially and economi-
cally weaker sections 
like Jan-Dhan, Mudra, 
Ujjwala, housing and 
others schemes.

On the organisational 
front party General Sec-
retary Bhupendra Yadav 
has asked the CMs and 
deputy CMs to present 
the details of booth level 
preparations along with 

creation of “Shakti Kend-
ras” and appointment of 
“Panna Pramukhs”.

A three-page note on 
“One Nation-One Elec-
tion” has also been sent 
asking the Chief Minis-
ters to form committees 
under the leadership of a 
senior leader either from 
government or organi-
sation so that the issue 
can gain momentum in 
public discourse.

They have also been 
asked to involve NGOs 
and other social youth 
organisations.

T h e  s o u rc e s  s a i d 
a session for devising 
strategies to win 120 Lok 
Sabha seats, which the 
BJP has never won, will 
also be held.

New Delhi, Feb. 27 (IANS): 
The national capital on Tues-
day saw a rise in mercury, 
with the maximum tempera-
ture recorded at 30 degrees 
Celsius -- four notches above 
the season’s average, the In-
dia Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said.

On the other hand, good 
winds markedly improved 
the air quality of Delhi and 
the regions around it, with 
Delhi breathing moderate 
air, while places like Noida 
and IGI Airport saw satisfac-
tory air quality for the first 
time this year.

According to the IMD, 
the temperature will rise fur-
ther till Friday, after which 
Delhi will see some respite 
due to the possibility of an-
other spell of snowfall in the 
Himalayas.

The minimum tempera-
ture on Tuesday stood at 
15.4 degrees Celsius -- three 
notches above the season’s 
average.

“The maximum tempera-
ture is expected to reach 32 

degrees Celsius following the 
rise over the next two days,” 
said an IMD official.

According to weather an-
alysts, another spell of snow-
fall is expected in the hill 
states of Himachal Pradesh 
and Jammu and Kashmir 
that would bring some res-
pite to Delhi from the heat.

“The respite is likely to-
wards March 3 and 4, but the 
temperature will not drop 
below 28 degrees. Thereafter, 
mercury will keep rising,” 
Mahesh Palawat, Director 
of private weather analyst 
Skymet, told IANS.

On Tuesday, dry and cold 
north-westerly winds blew 
at a speed of 15 to 20 kmph, 
which improved the air qual-
ity, experts said.

“The wind speed wil l 
drop around Holi, by March 
2 onwards,” Palawat added.

The humidity oscillated 
between 48 and 81 per cent.

Monday’s maximum tem-
perature was 28.1 degrees 
and the minimum settled at 
14.6 degrees Celsius.

Thiruvananthapuram, 
Feb. 27 (IANS): Kerala As-
sembly Speaker P. Sreera-
makrishnan on Tuesday 
came under heavy fire 
from the Congress-led 
opposition for rejecting 
their adjournment mo-
tion.

Trouble started right 
from the beginning of 
question hour at 8:30 
am, with the opposi-
tion members shouting 
slogans in front of the 
Speaker’s dais, holding 
banners and placards, 
and demanding justice 
for Shoaib, a Congress 
worker killed in Kannur 
district on Feb. 12 and the 
murder of a tribal youth 
Madhu who was alleg-
edly beaten to death by a 
group of men.

A f t e r  1 5  m i n u t e s 

of the ruckus, Sreera-
makrishnan briefly ad-
journed the house and 
called the respective par-
ty leaders for discussion. 
However, when the house 
reassembled at 9:20 am, 
the slogan shouting con-
tinued.

Sreeramakrishnan 
then announced that the 
adjournment motion was 
not being taken up -- and 
thereafter proceeded 
with the business listed 
for the day.

The opposition was 
again up in arms and 
charged the Speaker with 
being afraid of Chief Min-
ister Pinarayi Vijayan. 
They said that instead 
of acting like a speaker, 
he was behaving like a 
Communist Party of In-
dia-Marxist Committee 

Secretary -- “dancing to 
the tunes of Vijayan out 
of fear”.

Sreeramakrishnan 
then adjourned the house 
for the day. On Monday, 
the house was adjourned 
within a few hours fol-
lowing the opposition’s 
protest after the Vijayan 
government backtracked 
upon an earlier order for 
a CBI probe in the mur-
der of Shoaib.

Later,  speaking to 
media outside the as-
sembly, Indian Union 
Muslim League legislator 
N Shamsudeen, who rep-
resents the Mannarkad 
Assembly constituency 
in Palakkad district, said 
what happened in the 
Assembly and the way 
the Speaker behaved was 
unprecedented.

“I wanted to raise two 
unfortunate murders 
that took place in my 
constituency... one was 
that of the tribal youth 
Madhu who was beat-
en to death by a group 
of men, the other was 
that of party worker Za-
feer, who was murdered. 
These are two very im-
portant things that I 
wanted to raise, but the 
Speaker did not allow 
this,” said Shamsudeen.

S p e a k e r  S r e e r a -
makrishnan later told 
media persons that he 
proposed to call a meet-
ing of the Business Ad-
visory Committee of the 
house on Wednesday to 
resolve the issue.

After Wednesday the 
next sitting of the house 
is on March 5.

New Delhi, Feb. 27 (IANS): The 
Association of Publishers in India 
(API) on Tuesday welcomed the 
Delhi High Court order which 
stipulated that sale of non-NCERT 
books must not be disallowed in 
CBSE-affiliated schools, calling 
the practice “discriminatory”.

“The court decision exem-
plifies the point that an ideal 
education system is the one that 
recognises the role of multiple 
stakeholders and is learner-
centric. The decision has been 
welcomed by not just students 
and parents but also by schools, 

private publishers, authors and 
others as it symbolises ‘freedom 
of choice’ in education,” the rep-
resentative body of publishers 
of academic texts said in a state-
ment. 

“The ruling, in addition to pro-
viding convenience to children 
and parents, will also enable them 
to choose books depending on 
their preference,” it said. 

Arguing that the sale of books, 
stationary and other items sold by 
the school be treated as “essential 
requirements”, the court last week 
in a decision refused to put a ban 

on these activities. 
In doing so, the court over-

turned the April 2017 injunction 
issued by the Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education (CBSE), which 
asked affiliating schools not to 
indulge in “commercial” activities.

The court said availability of 
uniforms, non-NCERT reference 
books or even food items for sale 
only to the students of the school 
does not fall in the category of 
and cannot at all be considered as 
commercialisation.

Earlier in its circular, the 
board had asked the schools to 

“desist from the unhealthy prac-
tice of coercing parents to buy 
text books, note books, station-
ary, uniforms, shoes, school bags 
etc from within the premise or 
from selected vendors only” and 
directed them to operate as doing 
“community service” as per the 
board by-laws. 

Minister of State for Human 
Resource Development Upendra 
Kushwaha, in December last year, 
told Parliament that CBSE has 
not directed students or schools 
to buy or prescribe NCERT books 
only.

Patna, Feb. 27 (IANS): Opposi-
tion RJD and Congress members 
on Tuesday staged protests in 
the Bihar Assembly demanding 
arrest of Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) leader Manoj Baitha whose 
vehicle was reportedly involved 
in an accident that killed nine 
school children on Saturday in 
Muzaffarpur district.

Accusing that Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar and his govern-
ment was shielding Baitha, Lead-
er of the Opposition Tejashwi 
Yadav also demanded a discus-
sion in the state assembly over 
the delay in his arrest.

Meanwhile, amid the opposi-
tion’s hue and cry over the issue, 
the ruling BJP has suspended 
Baitha from the primary mem-
bership of party for six years.

On Monday, the opposition 
parties, including Rashtriya Jana-
ta Dal (RJD), had also threatened 
to launch a protest in the state 
if the BJP leader is not arrested 
soon.

They demanded that a probe 
be conducted to establish wheth-
er Baitha, “who was driving the 
vehicle at the time of incident”, 
was drunk or not in the “dry state 
of Bihar”.

On Saturday, Yadav said: “The 

vehicle had a BJP board attached 
to it and the driver was drunk 
when the accident took place. 
BJP leaders are totally drunk in 
power.”

The police said that Baitha 
was in the vehicle at the time of 
the accident, but he along with 
his driver fled and went into hid-
ing. They said raids were being 
conducted to arrest Baitha. 

An FIR was lodged on Mon-
day against Baitha on the state-
ment of Mohammad Ansari, 
whose five grandchildren were 
killed in the accident.

On Sunday, angry villagers 
blocked the National Highway 77, 
demanding Baitha’s arrest.

Ansari, a resident of Dharam-
pur village, told the police that 
Baitha was driving the vehicle 
when it mowed down the chil-
dren. 

Clad in a white kurta-pyjama, 
Baitha fled after the vehicle hit 
the children, he added. 

He claimed that CCTV foot-
age also showed the BJP leader 
driving the vehicle.

The accident occurred near 
Dharampur school on NH 77 in 
Minapur block on Saturday when 
an SUV hit the children while 
they were crossing the road. 

PTI
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People stand in queue during the polling at Phusachodu village under Phek district on February 27.
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AR display arms and ammunition seized from Padampukhuri area.

Elderly citizens and special people after casting their votes in Bhandari town on February 27. Differently-able polling officials are seen during polling in Wokha on February 27. Elderly women seated in a queue to caste their vote at Southern Angami-11 AC.

Glimpses of the state assembly elections across state 

Phek district records 80% turn-out during poll Peaceful polling in Kohima

Assam Rifles seizes illegal armsNCERT syllabus to be 
reduced—Prakash Javadekar

EC rewards early voters in Meghalaya

New Market leads in clean election

Differently-able persons man polling station

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 27 (EMN): 
With 199 polling stations 
under Phek district, the 
district saw a turnout of 
about 80% which went to 
poll on February 27. 

Phek district, which 
has five assembly seats, 
saw a tight contest com-
prising five NPF candi-
dates, four NDPP can-

didates, one BJP, three 
Congress, three NPP and 
one independent. 

In 2013, NPF swept 
the state assembly elec-
tion by winning in all the 
five constituencies. The 
candidates included Cho-
tisuh Sazo from Chazou-
ba AC, Kuzholuzo Nienu 
from Phek AC, Yitachu 
from Meluri AC, Neiba 

Kronu from Pfutsero AC, 
and Deo Nukhu from 
Chizami AC. However, 
this time, Kronu is con-
testing on NDPP ticket 
while Nukhu had joined 
NPP.

On the polling day, 
Eastern Mirror randomly 
interacted with voters 
from different constitu-
encies under the district 

Dimapur, Feb. 27 (EMN): Polling in 14 
Southern Angami - 1 assembly con-
stituency passed off peacefully without 
report of any untoward incident on 
February 27. 

The constituency consisted of 20 
polling stations with around thirteen 
thousand voters. Four candidates 
namely Vikho-o Yhoshü from NDPP, 
Khrielezo Bio from NPF, Medokul So-
phie from NPP and Nagakul Tase from 
INC are contesting from the 14 South-
ern Angami - 1 AC.

Vikho-o Yhoshü and Khrielezo Bio 
along with their lady wives were the 
first to cast their votes at 7 Kigwema, 
MH Upper polling station. Medokul 
Sophie and Nagakul Tase also casted 
their votes from Jakhama Middle Pan-
chayat Hall polling station.

Among the voters was Vilhelie Kere 

(23 years old), a Person with Disability 
(PwDs) from Kigwema village who also 
exercised his franchise. A villager who 
was present nearby to cast his vote nar-
rated how Vilhelie, despite his disabil-
ity, is a skilled carpenter and takes care 
of his parents and siblings.

The GHS Jakhama town in 14 
Southern Angami -1 was manned by 
all women presiding officials and secu-
rity personnel. The purpose of having 
an all women team was to encourage 
women participation in the electoral 
process.

Video surveillance were fixed in all 
the polling stations and facilities like 
chairs, drinking water, waiting shed, 
toilets and wheel chairs for PwDs were 
also provided for the voters. Young, old 
and differently abled actively partici-
pated in the electoral process.

Dimapur, Feb. 27 (EMN): 
Dimapur Battalion of As-
sam Rifles under the ae-
gis of HQ IGAR (North) 
has recovered illegal arms 
and ammunition during 
an operation  from Pad-
ampukhuri area on Feb-
ruary 27. 

Assam Rifles troops re-
covered one point 22 mm 
pistol along with maga-
zine and three live rounds. 
The recovered illegal arm 
and ammunition were 
handed over to East Police 
Station, Dimapur.

Dimapur, Feb. 27 (EMN): 
The ministry of human 
resource development 
will reduce the syllabus 
of NCERT textbooks in 
the coming two to three 
years. This was disclosed 
by the union minister for 
human resource devel-
opment, Prakash Java-
dekar at a media briefing 
in New Delhi on Febru-
ary 27.

Giving more details, 
Javadekar said that the 
idea to have quality edu-
cation in the country 
emerged predominantly 
from the six workshops 
held by the ministry as 
well as high level meet-
ings with state education 
officials. 

A Press Information 
Bureau (PIB) report stated 
a large number of NGOs, 
education experts, state 
government officers, 
headmasters and many 
teachers took part in 
these meetings.

Javadekar said the 
main aim of education is 
to bring out a good hu-
man being. He has advo-
cated the need to incul-

cate value education, life 
skills, experiential learn-
ing and physical fitness 
in daily life. He added 
that the idea to reduce 
the burden was to make 
students learn the basic 
principles of various sub-
jects, teach them how to 
interpret and analyse for 
overall personality devel-
opment.

To achieve this end, 
the HRD ministry has 
asked the NCERT to 
evaluate the present cur-
riculum and decide what 
can be done away with 
and what can be retained, 
Javadekar explained. He 
further informed that the 
ministry will put out this 
week on its website the 
request for suggestions 
from teachers, parents, 
educational experts, stu-
dents and all concerned 
stakeholders in the field 
of education on reducing 
the syllabus of NCERT. 
The minister further 
assured that after two 
months, he will review the 
suggestions and take defi-
nite measures to reduce 
the syllabus.

Shillong, Feb. 27 (Agencies): In order 
to encourage more voters turn out 
at the polling stations, the Election 
Commission on Tuesday awarded 
‘early voter medals’ to first five vot-
ers in each polling stations in Meg-
halaya. This was announced by the 
Election Commission in a statement 
here.

According to the Commission, 
Meghalaya has reported 67 percent 
polling and 75 percent in Nagaland 
by 4 PM. “At number of polling sta-
tions, voters were still in queue, 
hence percentage is expected to in-
crease after the closure of poll in all 
the polling stations”, the Commis-
sion added.

In 59 Assembly constituencies of 
Meghalaya polling was conducted in 

all 3025 polling stations. In one con-
stituency, 43-Williamnagar (ST), the 
polling has been adjourned because 
of death of one NCP candidate on 
18thFebruary 2018, UNI report said 
quoting the commission.

Likewise in Nagaland, polling was 
held at 59 assembly constituencies 
across 2156 polling stations, with 
candidate at one constituency get-
ting elected unopposed. “The day 
largely passed off peacefully with mi-
nor sporadic incidents”, the commis-
sion informed.

The Commission also said more 
than INR 1.20 crore and more than 
25,000 litre of liquors were seized by 
its expenditure monitoring teams in 
Meghalaya. Meghalaya and Naga-
land went to poll on February 27.

Dept. rectifies misappropriation of NFBS funds 
Kohima, Feb. 27 (EMN): Against the 
backdrop of alleged irregularities in the 
disbursement of National Family Ben-
efit Scheme (NFBS) to the beneficiaries in 
Mokokchung district during 2014-14, the 
department has clarified that the irregu-
larities  has been rectified by carrying out 
thorough investigation against the erring 
officers.

The department stated that the amount 
was returned to the directorate and where 
less payment was made in full.

It may be mentioned irregularities was 
detected through RTI in the disbursement 
of National Family Benefit Scheme (NFBS) 
grants to beneficiaries in the district of 
Mokokchung during 2014-15 by para-legal 
volunteers namely ST Yapang Longlumer 
and Odi Jamir, which was published in lo-
cal dailies on January 15 last. 

The First Appellate Authority of Direc-
torate of Social Welfare Department in-
formed this during the hearing on Febru-
ary 15.  

It informed that an amount of INR 
80,000 for four beneficiaries- two from 
Longkhum village and two from Chungtia 
village, which was drawn against fictitious 
name of deceased persons, was returned to 
the directorate. 

To those eight beneficiaries given INR 
10,000 each and four beneficiaries not paid 
at all, it stated the defaulting officers and 
staff had recovered the due amount and 
paid to the deprived beneficiaries. 

It may be mentioned that families liv-
ing below the poverty line were entitled to 
get financial benefits of INR 20,000 after 
the death of the sole breadwinner (male/
female) under the NFBS. Agri. fair underway in Manipur

Guwahati to get electricity from organic waste

Paswan confident of NDA win in NE states

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 27 (EMN): 
Manipur chief secretary 
RR Rashmi inaugurated 
has the state agriculture 
fair 2018 on February 27 
at Iboyaima Shumang 
Leela Shanglen, Palace 
compound, Imphal East. 

The function was or-
ganised by Agricultural 
Management and Exten-
sion Training Institute 
(SAMETI), Department 
of Agriculture, Govern-
ment of Manipur, and 
sponsored by the Min-
istry of Agriculture and 
Farmers’ Welfare, Gov-
ernment of India, New 
Delhi. 

A total of 42 stalls of 
various departments and 
Self Help Groups (SHGs) 
were set up to showcase 
the agricultural products 
and agricultural imple-
ments. 

Speaking at the func-
tion as chief guest, RR 
Rashmi said that the 
opening of state agricul-
ture fair 2018 would boost 

up and strengthen the 
agricultural products, use 
of technology know- how 
and skill development 
like soil health test for the 
farmers. He stated that all 
departments have been 
trying to increase agricul-
tural products.

He also inspected the 
stalls along with the of-
ficials of agriculture de-
partment and interacted 
with them. 

Department of horti-
culture and soil conser-
vation, department of 
veterinary & animal hus-
bandry, department of 
fisheries, department of 
sericulture, ICAR for NEH 
Region Manipur Centre, 
and Central Agriculture 
University, Imphal, have 
set up eight stalls.  

Besides, entrepre-
neurs from Chandel, 
Senapati, Imphal East, 
Bishnupur, Thoubal, 
Churachandpur, Imphal 
West, Tamenglong, and 
Ukhrul are participating 
in the fair.  

Students protest against molestation 
Gangtok, Feb. 27 (Agencies): Students 
from Sikkim University, Tadung Gov-
ernment College and Sikkim Law Col-
lege have staged protest on February 27 
demanding action in molestation case.

The students assembled in Titanic 
Park in uniforms, immediately after 
the classes for the day were over. They 
resented that ‘No action has been tak-
en in the case of one of our Sikkimese 
girl molested in Bihar.’ They have de-
manded action against the perpetrator.

Lalit Pokhrel, heading the students’ 

executive told UNI that on February 
28 a memorandum will be submitted 
to HRD and Home Department with 7 
days ultimatum.

It may be mentioned that a girl 
studying at coaching institute in 
Patna for medical entrance was re-
portedly molested by an IRS officer. 
He was arrested following FIR by her 
father. The officer was stated to be 
living in the same building and re-
portedly entered her hostel room for 
committing the crime.

Guwahati, Feb. 27 (Agen-
cies): A first-of-its-kind 
electricity and manure 
production plant from or-
ganic waste at a munici-
pal-level is being installed 
at Guwahati, led by a 
group of young entrepre-
neurs with an Assamese 
youth on board.

The foundation stone 
for the 5TPD biometha-
nation cum electric en-
ergy plant for segregated 
organic MSW was laid by 
Guwahati Municipal Cor-
poration (GMC) mayor 
Mrigen Sarania here today.

While GMC is the 
promoter for the project, 
Green Power System Re-
newables, a Start-Up ven-
ture by a group of IIT-IIM 
pass-outs from across the 
country, is the implement-
ing agency.

Sharing details of the 
project, Madhurjya Das, 
the lone Assamese direc-
tor of the company, said, 

“This will be the first of 
its kind plant undertaken 
by any municipal board 
in the entire North East. 
The GMC has provided 
the land and our company 
will set up the plant and 
monitor its functioning. 
The other aspects will be 
dealt with by the GMC.”He 
said the plant would be 
ready for functioning by 
mid-April.

“The plant will have 
a capacity of processing 
5000 kilos per day of seg-
regated organic waste, 
which will be mostly rout-
ed from the hotels and 
commercial establish-
ments in the vicinity of the 
plant,” UNI report quoted 
Das as stated.

He added that the 
waste will be processed to 
generate 800 units of elec-
tricity per day, which can 
power 4,000 LED lights of 
20 watts for 10 hours every 
day.

Moreover, 450 kilos of 
manure will also be pro-
duced at the plant every 
day as per the installed ca-
pacity, he said.

Das said, GPS Renew-
ables has patented the 
technology to be used in 
this plant, which is already 
in use in similar plants 
installed by the company 
in different parts of the 
country.

He said, it is a com-
pletely indigenous tech-
nology developed by the 
GPS Renewables, which 
has been founded and run 
by a group of young entre-
preneurs since the last few 
years.

Das expressed opti-
mism that similar plants 
for using organic waste 
for productive purposes 
will be set up in greater 
numbers in NE, especially 
keeping in view the fragile 
but rich ecosystem of the 
region.

Guwahati, Feb. 27 (Agencies): Union 
Minister Ram Vilas Paswan today ex-
uded confidence that the NDA will form 
governments in all three North Eastern 
states where Assembly elections are be-
ing held.

“I am hopeful that the NDA will 
form governments in Nagaland, Meg-
halaya and Tripura with majority num-
bers,” a UNI report quoted him telling 
reporters.

Paswan, who is the minister for 
Consumer Affairs, Food and Public 

Distribution at the Centre, emphasised 
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 
been laying special stress on develop-
ment of NE.

“All ministers have been directed 
to personally progress of work in NE. I 
am sure the people of NE will appreci-
ate this thrust on the region and vote for 
us,” he added.

Voting for state legislative assem-
blies in Nagaland and Meghalaya were 
held told, while polling in Tripura was 
held earlier.

Kohima, Feb. 27 (EMN): Two polling sta-
tions under 8 Western Angami assem-
bly constituencies namely New Market 
1 and New Market 111 polling stations 
have accomplished the “clean election” 
campaign in principle by ensuring “one 
man, one vote” during the poll held on 
February 27.

New Market I polling station reor-
dered 640 votes out of 768, while the 
New Market 111 polling station recorded 
288 votes out of 356 voters.

New Market Area Panchayat (NMAP) 
and New Market Youth Organisation 
(NMYO) maintained strict vigil through-
out the polling on Tuesday and had not al-
lowed any proxy voting in the two stations.

NMAP chairman Kuotsu Kehie ex-
pressed satisfaction over the polling 
conducted in the New Market polling 
stations. He also stated that whichever 
candidate wins the election, the elected 
legislator should work for the develop-
ment of the assembly. He disclosed that 
the two most important priorities of the 
New Market colony is the road develop-
ment and the construction of New Mar-
ket Area Panchayat hall.

The New Market area is one of the 
oldest colonies in the state capital and 
needed immediate attention of road de-
velopment as most of the vehicles– be 
it private, government and commercial 
vehicles - traverse the colony road daily.    

Dimapur, Feb. 27 (EMN): 
For the first time, a poll-
ing station in 38 Wokha 
assembly constituency 

was manned by highly 
qualified and dedicated 
differently able polling 
officials. The polling per-

sonnel were working in 
different departments 
and banking institutions 
holding responsible jobs.

to get their views.
One voter who pre-

ferred to be named as DK 
and voted for NPF candi-
date for Phek AC claimed 
that the candidate always 
delivered and worked for 
the people, especially for 
the Chakhesang commu-
nity. “I believe that we are 
going to see a great trans-
formation in the next five 
years and as a layman 
view with drain economy 
of the state, he (Nienu) is 
doing the best he can, so 
I have hope and belief in 
him,” says DK.

 Another voter, VN ex-
pressed that NPF candi-
date has the aspirations 
to serve the Naga people. 
He was optimistic that 
NPF government would 
bring about difference to 
the society.

In 16th Pfutsero AC seat 
with a total of 20596 voters, 
(9960 male, 10636 female), 
the election witnessed the 

contest between the four 
candidates i.e. Thenucho 
Tunyi of NPF, Neiba Kronu 
of NDPP, Kewekhape The-
rie of INC and Vivolie Kezo 
of NPP.

SK, who voted for 
NPP candidate from Pfut-
sero, said the candidate 
speeches had motivated 
him to vote for NPP can-
didate. He was of the 
opinion that fresh face 
would bring about new 
ideas for the development 
of the constituency.

In Chizami, five candi-
dates  namely Kezhienyi 
Khalo from NPF, Keve-
chutso Doulo from BJP, 
Kewepelo Tsuhah from 
INC, Deo Nukhu from 
NPP, and Rekha Rose as 
Independent candidate 
are in fray.

In Meluri, the contest 
is between Yitachu from 
NPF, Nyusietho Nyuthe 
from NDPP, and M Hope-
son Snock from NPP.
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Shillong/New Delhi, Feb. 
27 (IANS): As many as 67 
per cent of the 18.9 lakh 
voters on Tuesday exer-
cised their franchise in the 
elections to 60-member 
Meghalaya Assembly, with 
hundreds still lined up to 
cast ballots at the end of 
voting hours, the Election 
Commission said.

“Meghalaya saw a 
turnout of 67 per cent till 4 
p.m. and there were peo-
ple still in queues,” Deputy 
Election Commissioner 
Chandra Bhushan Kumar 
said in Delhi. In the 2013 
elections, the turnout was 
89 per cent.

Earlier in the day, state 
Chief Electoral Officer Fre-
derick Roy Kharkongor 
had told IANS that over 
50 per cent electorate had 
cast their votes and that 
a large number of voters 
were still in queues at vari-
ous polling stations across 
the state.

A total of 18,09,818 
e l e c t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
9,13,702 women and 
89,405 first-time voters, 
were to decide the fate of 
361 candidates, includ-
ing 31 women and many 
independents. Counting 
of votes will take place on 
March 3.

Polling in one con-
stituency -- Williamnagar 
-- was countermanded 
following the killing of Na-
tionalist Congress Par-
ty candidate Jonathone 
Sangma in an IED blast in 
Sawilgre area of East Garo 
Hills district on February 
18.

Kharkongor said tech-
nical glitches in 31 Elec-
tronic Voting Machines 
(EVMs) and 41 VVPATs 
(Voter Verifiable Paper Au-
dit Trails) were reported 
from around 180 polling 
stations.

Chief Minister Mukul 
Sangma voiced confi-
dence that the Congress 
will retain power, cross-
ing the magic figure of 31 
MLAs. 

“I have full faith in the 

people. I believe they have 
full confidence in the Con-
gress. We will cross the 
magic number,” Sangma 
told journalists after voting 
at Chengkompara poll-
ing station in Ampati seg-
ment.

Sangma, the chief ar-
chitect of the Congress 
win on 29 seats in the 2013 
elections, is contesting 
from Ampati and Songsak.

Asked whether the 
Congress had decided on 
potential partners in case 
it fell short of a major-
ity in the new house, he 
quipped: “We do have lots 
of good friends.”

In the 2013 assembly 
elections, the Congress 
won 29 seats and later 
increased the tally to 30 by 
winning in Chokpot bypoll 
in 2015.

The Congress -- rul-
ing the state for a decade 
-- has fielded candidates 
in all 60 seats, of which 59 
saw polling on Tuesday.

However, seven of its 
legislators have since quit 
and jumped on to the 
bandwagon of the alliance 
formed by the BJP, Na-
tional People’s Party (NPP) 
and newly floated People’s 
Democratic Front (PDF).

The combined region-
al alliance comprising 
United Democratic Party, 
HSPDP and Garo National 
Council, also was gung-ho 
about electoral victory.

“From reports that I 
have received so far, we 
are confident to unseat 
the Congress from power 
and form a pro-people 
and corruption-free gov-
ernment,” UDP chief 
Donkupar Roy told IANS.

The NPP, which won 
two seats in the 2013 as-
sembly poll and is fight-
ing the elections alone, is 
hopeful of increasing the 
numbers as five former 
Congress legislators are 
contesting on NPP symbol 
this time.

“We are hopeful of 
emerging as the single 
largest party in the As-

sembly and form the gov-
ernment,” NPP President 
Conrad K. Sangma said.

Governor Ganga Pras-
ad voted at the Oakland 
polling station in North 
Shillong constituency.

Former Union Min-
ister and NPP candidate 
Agatha K. Sangma, Home 
Minister H.D.R. Lyngdoh 
of the Congress, Leader of 
Opposition Donkupar Roy 
of the UDP and HSPDP 
chief Ardent Miller Ba-

saiawmoit also voted.
As many as 340 polling 

stations have been catego-
rised as “critical” and 580 
as “vulnerable”.

Balloting in 183 poll-
ing stations is being we-
bcast, to be made avail-
able at the offices of Chief 
Electoral Officer or Dis-
trict Electoral Officer and 
the Election Commission, 
state Chief Electoral Offic-
er Frederick Roy Kharkon-
gor said.

As many as 66 all-
women polling stations 
and 61 model polling sta-
tions have been set up.

Mawlai constituency 
in East Khasi Hills dis-
trict has the highest vot-
ers at 42,670, and Dalu in 
West Garo Hills the lowest 
18,640 voters. 

In all, 106 companies 
of central armed police 
forces were deployed to 
ensure peaceful polls, he 
said.

Guwahati, Feb. 26 (IANS): In a follow-up 
to the recently held “Advantage Assam” 
Global Investment Summit, Assam Chief 
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal on Mon-
day held a meeting with Air Asia officials 
and discussed the detailed modalities of 
starting direct flights between Guwahati 
and Asean countries.

In a meeting held here with Manag-
ing Director and Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) of Air Asia Amar Abrol, the Chief 
Minister discussed Air Asia’s plan of mak-
ing Guwahati its principal hub for the 
company’s South East Asia operations.

The CEO submitted a proposal to 
Sonowal on Air Asia’s expansion plan in 
Guwahati and to connect the city through 
frequent direct flights with Chennai, Hy-
derabad, Vizag, Bagdogra etc., besides the 
Asean countries.

Sonowal said the state government is 
working very seriously to make Guwahati 

the nerve centre of the central govern-
ment’s Act East Policy and therefore wants 
to start direct flights with Asean and other 
countries.

He also informed the Air Asia CEO 
that his government, in association with 
the Ministry of External Affairs, is in 
constant touch with Asean countries to 
persuade them to set up their consulate 
offices in Guwahati.

He also said that the construction 
work of the new terminal building of Loka 
Priya Gopinath Bordoloi International 
Airport is going on in full swing and very 
shortly the airport will be transformed 
into an integrated airport with state-of-
the-art facilities for the passengers. 

Sonowal assured to provide all gov-
ernment help to Air Asia and requested 
the company to materialise international 
flight services before the festive occasion 
of Rongali Bihu this year.

Guwahati, Feb. 27 (PTI): The Food Cor-
poration of India has increased its stor-
age capacity in the North East to ensure 
food grain availability under the National 
Food Security Act in Assam, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Manipur and Mizoram, Union 
Minister Ram Vilas Paswan said today.

Paswan, who is in charge of consumer 
affairs, food and public distribution, was 
here today to chair a review meeting on 
FCI’s preparedness to meet NFSA man-
date and the status of its implementation 
in the region.

He told reporters here that FCI has 
enhanced its storage capacity in NE from 
4.80 lakh metric tonne in March 2015 to 
5.62 lakh metric tonne as on January 2018 
to ensure food grain availability to 81 per 
cent population covered in Assam, 63 per 
cent in Arunachal Pradesh, 88 per cent 
in Manipur and 65 per cent in Mizoram 
under the Act.

Further capacity enhancement has 
been done to the tune of 25,000 metric 
tonne under Private Entrepreneur Guar-
antee (PEG) scheme at Sorbhog in Assam 

which will be brought under utilisation 
soon.

FCI is also constructing around 54,000 
MT capacity in the seven NE-states to 
further augment the capacity availability 
in the region, he added. 

To improve the public distribution of 
food grains, Paswan said that he has asked 
for expediting the process for having gow-
downs of FCI, state government, besides 
private companies in every district.

The union minister said that he had 
also sought the setting up of a State Food 
Commission and a robust grievances 
redressal system and toll free help lines.

Paswan said that the delay in food 
grains transportation due to fund short-
age was solved following the Gauhati 
High Court judgement that the transpor-
tation cost would be paid by those lifting 
the food grains. 

FCI and National Informatics Centre 
would work together to integrate the GPS 
tracking of trucks coming out of FCI go-
downs to prevent their diversion to non-
intended recipients, he added.

Itanagar, Feb. 27 (PTI): Arunachal 
Pradesh Governor Brig (Retd) B D 
Mishra has urged the Centre to check 
the growth of private universities in 
the state which do not meet academic 
standards.

The governor, who is on an official 
tour to the national capital, called on 
Union HRD minister Prakash Javed-
kar at his office and discussed various 
pressing issues pertaining to higher 
education in the state, an official state-
ment said here today.

Mishra also stressed on the need to 
ensure “transparency in establishing 
private universities in the state”, it said.

The governor, who is the ex-officio 
president of North Eastern Regional 
Institute of Science and Technology 
(NERIST) Society, briefed the Union 
minister on the current status of the 
premier technical institute, including 
vacancies in top posts. 

The minister assured to take care 
of issues that hamper the smooth 
functioning of NERIST, the statement 
added.

Dimapur, Feb. 27 (EMN): 
The Kakching Battalion 
of 28 Sector Assam Rifles 
under the aegis of Head-
quarter inspector General 
of Assam Rifles (south) 
organised a motivational 
lecture for youth on the 
topic “Join Indian Army 
and Assam Rifles” at Kha 
Manipur College, Kakch-
ing in Manipur.

A press release issued 
by the IGAR (south) on 
Feb. 27 mentioned that a 
total of 100 Students at-

tended the event which 
emphasised on creat-
ing awareness while pro-
viding an insight into 
various service facilities 
provided by the armed 
forces.

The young enthusiasts 
were said to have enlight-
ened with various type of 
entries and employability 
conditions of service. 

The lecture is also said 
to have aimed at changing 
the perception of youth 
towards security forces.

Dimapur, Feb. 27 (EMN): A new weekly ex-
press special train from Naharlagun to Anand 
Vihar Terminal in Delhi will be inaugurated 
by Minister of State for Home Affairs Kiren 
Rijiju and Minister of State of Railways Rajen 
Gohain on March 1 at Naharlagun railway sta-
tion. This was stated in a press release issued 
by NF Railways in Maligaon on Feb. 27.

The new train, numbered as 02411 / 
02412, is said to be called the ‘Arunachal Ex-
press’ which is also said to be the 14th direct 
train connecting northeast with the national 
capital. 

The Arunachal Express special train is siad 
to have a state-of-the-art LHB coaches which 
are modern and safe and will cover the 2013 
km distance between Naharlagun and Anand 
Vihar Terminal in little over 38 hours and will 
have 14 stoppages en-route. 

The train will be completely air-condi-
tioned and will have 1st class, two-tier and 
three-tier coaches along with a pantry car, the 
release stated.

With the introduction of the new train, 
Arunachal Pradesh is said to be connected 
with the national capital with two trains with 
a weekly AC express (No. 22412/22411) which 
is already running between Naharlagun and 
Anand Vihar.    

Guwahati, Feb. 27 (IANS): 
Assam-based Numali-
garh Refinery Limited 
(NRL) has sent a con-
signment of 80 metric 
tonnes (MT) of wax from 
its plant in Assam to the 
USA.

A spokesman for the 
refinery said this on Tues-
day while adding that the 
refinery had earlier this 
month sent wax consign-
ments to Portugal, the 
second European coun-
try after Poland where 
NRL wax has been ex-
ported.

“This was followed 

by a dispatch of 86 MT of 
wax to Ecuador on Febru-
ary 13. Ecuador is the 7th 
South American country 
where NRL wax has been 
exported after Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Brazil, Guate-
mala, Chile and Argenti-
na,” said the spokesman.

“With the aforesaid 
three expor ts  in  the 
month of February 2018, 
a total quantity of 7,780 
MT has been exported 
by NRL to 25 countries 
worldwide. More exports 
to existing and new coun-
tries are lined up in the 
coming months in order 

with the company’s strat-
egy to make NRL wax a 
brand to be reckoned 
with globally,” she said.

Incidentally, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
had dedicated NRL’s wax 
plant to the nation on 
February 5, 2016. The 
50,000 MT wax plant 
commissioned in March 
2015 at a cost of Rs 676 
crore is the country’s larg-
est wax producing unit 
with indigenous technol-
ogy developed by the In-
dian Institute of Petrole-
um-Dehradun, Engineers 
India Ltd and NRL.

67% vote in Meghalaya, people 
still in queues as voting ends

Sonowal, Air Asia CEO discuss plan 
for direct flights to Asean nations

FCI to ensure food grain availability 
under NFSA to northeast states

Arunachal guv requests 
Centre to check growth 
of pvt. varsities

IGAR organises motivational 
lecture in Manipur

New train to connect 
northeast with Delhi 

Assam refinery exports wax to US

Mirror Crossword 1747sud0ku 1587
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1746

ACROSS
1. Tennis star _____ Agassi
6. Goes astray
10. Mass of gas bubbles
14. Wounds
15. Norwegian for the carp-like “bleak” fish
16. Moon
17. German for “Scanty” or “Concise”
18. Ova
19. Attention (abbrev.)
20. System of sewers
22. Social gathering
24. Showy, trumpet-shaped flower
25. Without direction
26. Slender or graceful
29. Having sufficient abilities
30. IX
31. Telegraph messages
37. Make amends
39. 3rd person singular (female)
40. Latin for “Golden”
41. Epistemological term referring to 

beliefs which depend on previous 
experience

44. Require
45. At the back
46. Upper house of Congress
48. Entrust
52. Kill
53. One of the Rhododendron family
54. Heat-induced updrafts
58. Ponder
59. Citizen of Siam
61. Himalayan country
62. ____ upon a time
63. Empty weight
64. Fluid under the skin
65. Built by a bird
66. Roman god of love
67. Warm reboot 

DOWN
1. Requests
2. Zilch
3. Sketch

4. Inspiring aversion
5. Spirit or liveliness
6. Mournful poem
7. Ferocious anger
8. Carpet
9. Permanently fixed or attached 

(zoology)
10. Thrash about
11. Eccentric
12. Puts up initial wager
13. Hair on the necks of lions 

and horses
21. Actor Sir ____ Guinness
23. Last letter of the Greek 

alphabet
25. More capable
26. Break
27. Latin for “Shun”
28. Son of Seth (Bible)
29. Detest
32. Native of any far eastern 

country
33. Meadow in southeast 

England where King John 
signed the Magna Carta

34. Region
35. Get together
36. Marquis de ____

38. Weird 
42. Boat races
43. Island
47. Deserves recompense
48. Castrated rooster
49. Allotrope of oxygen
50. Narcotics officers
51. Frozen rain
52. More bashful
54. Starchy edible rootstock
55. Chimpanzees or gorillas
56. Handicapped
57. Long narrow strip
60. Pork

solutions to suD0ku 1586

PTI

Women, holding their children, wait in a queue to cast their votes for state Assembly elections, at a polling 
station at Byrnihat, Meghalaya on Tuesday. 

PTI

A polling official administering indelible ink to a voter, at a polling booth, during the Meghalaya Assembly 
Election, in Shillong on Tuesday. 
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Google’s digital payment app ‘Tez’ integrates with SBINext-Gen HP Spectre x360 
laptop now in India

Moody’s upgrades outlook 
on IDBI Bank to positive

Airtel, Google to launch low-cost 
4G handsets with Android Oreo ‘Go’

JBL aftermarket 
car audio speakers, 
amplifiers now in 
India
Bengaluru, Feb. 27 
(IANS): Samsung Elec-
tronics Co. and HARMAN 
International on Tuesday 
introduced JBL “Club”, 
“GTO” and “Standard” 
speakers to its JBL range 
of aftermarket car audio 
speakers and amplifiers in 
India. The new car solu-
tions can be customised 
and fitted in almost all cars, 
starting from Rs 3,000 and 
up to Rs 20,000.

“JBL is a frontrunner in 
the car after market audio 
solutions in India. We are 
excited to offer our con-
sumers a brand new line 
of speakers and amplifiers 
that deliver superior sound 
by combining the legendary 
JBL power and smart de-
sign,” Sumit Chauhan, Vice 
President-Lifestyle Audio 
Division, HARMAN In-
dia, said in a statement.

‘Face Unlock’ 
feature coming in 
Honor 7X

 
New Delhi, Feb. 27 
(IANS): After Honor 
View10 and Honor 9 Lite 
devices, Huwaei’s sub-
brand Honor is going to 
bring the “Face Unlock” 
feature in its Honor 7X 
smartphone. Honor 7X will 
soon receive an over-the-air 
(OTA) update for the “Face 
Unlock” feature, industry 
sources told IANS on Tues-
day.  With this, the once-
premium feature will now 
be available in all Honor 
smartphones across price 
points -- Honor View10, 
Honor 9 Lite and Honor 
7X. Honor 7X is priced at 
Rs 12,999 for the 32GB ver-
sion and Rs 15,999 for the 
64GB Version. Launched 
in London in November, 
Honor has has sold over 40 
million Honor 7X units.

Huawei unveils 
5G end-to-end 
product solutions

 
Barcelona, Feb. 27 (IANS): 
Global ICT solutions pro-
vider Huawei has unveiled 
a full range of end-to-end 
(E2E) 5G product solu-
tions at the ongoing Mobile 
World Congress (MWC) 
2018 here.

The range covers the 
core network, the bearer 
network, base station and 
terminals, the company 
said on Tuesday. 

Using the 5G E2E full-
scenario product solutions, 
Huawei has realised the 
continuous deployment of  
5G sites in more than 10 
countries, such as China, 
Korea, Canada, Germany, 
the UK and Italy, the com-
pany said in a statement.

“The first wave of  
5G deployment will take 
place in buildings and 
densely-populated urban 
areas. Diverse site forms 
are, therefore, required to 
accommodate the needs of  
complex deployment sce-
narios, offering continuous 
coverage and fulfill capacity 
requirements of indoor and 
outdoor hotspots,” Huawei 
said. 

Lava Z50 with 
Android Oreo (Go) 
launched

 
New Delhi, Feb. 27 (IANS): 
Domestic handset-
maker Lava on Tuesday 
launched LAVA Z50 -- one 
of the first smartphones 
that runs the new Android 
Oreo (Go edition) operat-
ing system.

The device, which 
will be priced around Rs 
5,000, features 4.5-inch 
display with 2.5D Curved 
Corning Gorilla Glass. 
It sports 5MP rear and 
front camera with flash. 
“With LAVA Z50 powered 
by Android Oreo (Go edi-
tion), we are giving our 
first-time smartphone 
users an impeccable soft-
ware designed for faster 
processing,” Gaurav Ni-
gam, Head-Product, Lava 
International, said in a 
statement.  The handset 
is powered by Mediatek 
Processor (MT6737m) 
with 1.1 GHz Quad-core 
coupled with 1GB RAM 
and 8GB internal storage.

NEWS IN BRIEF Government cautions against fake 
ads on petroleum dealerships

India-S.Korea bilateral trade 
touched $20bn in 2017: Modi

Lenovo leads as Indian tablet 
market slides 11% in 2017: IDC

Reliance Jio, Cisco to deploy multi-access edge computing

AIIB’s 3rd annual meet in Mumbai in June

New Delhi, Feb. 27 
(IANS): Cautioning the 
public against “fake” ad-
vertisements appearing 
in the newspapers about 
a special scheme for allot-

ting petroleum distribu-
torships, the Centre on 
Tuesday said it does not 
appoint dealers and dis-
tributors for petroleum 
products.

New Delhi, Feb. 27 (IANS): The decision 
to hold the third annual meeting of the 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 
(AIIB) in Mumbai in June is an acknowl-
edgement of India’s active participation 
in the multilateral institution, Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley said on Tuesday.

He said it also reflects in the many 
projects in India being considered for 
funding by the AIIB.

Addressing a curtain raiser here to 
the annual meeting organised jointly by 
the Indian Ministries of External Affairs 
and Finance and the AIIB, Jaitley un-
veiled the logo of the Mumbai meeting.

The meeting is scheduled to be held 
on June 25-26 with theme “Mobilising 
Finance for Infrastructure: Innovation 
and Collaboration”.

“I am glad that India decided not only 
to be a participant in the AIIB, but an ac-
tive participant as well, and that Mum-
bai has been chosen for the conference 
after the previous two in Beijing and Jeju 
(South Korea),” Jaitley said.

He said the AIIB is functioning “fairly 
effectively” in the two years of its exist-
ence with many projects in pipeline.

“India is at the forefront with five 
projects actively funded and many oth-
ers under consideration,” Jaitley said, 

adding that the current AIIB President 
Jin Liqun from China, is keen to have 
a “large talent pool from India in the 
Bank”.

Noting the thrust on infrastructure 
given in India’s Budget 2018-19, the AIIB 
President said the Beijing-headquar-
tered bank has invested over $1 billion in 
India in two years.

Among these are the $339 million 
funding in July 2017 for the Gujarat ru-
ral roads project and $235 million for 
the Bangalore Metro, which is the first 
metro project to be funded by the AIIB,” 
Jin said.

Last year, the AIIB said it is looking 
to pump in $1.5 billion (Rs 9,599 crore) 
in six new projects in India that includes 
Rs 1,279 crore in India’s National Invest-
ment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF).

The $1.5 billion proposed invest-
ments by AIIB in the country, include 
Mumbai Metro Line 4 Project ($500 mil-
lion), Bangalore Metro Rail Project Line 
R6 ($339 million).

Besides, NIIF ($200 million), Ama-
ravati Sustainable Capital City Devel-
opment Project ($200 million), Mad-
hya Pradesh Rural Connectivity Project 
($141 million) and Transmission System 
Strengthening Project ($100 million).

New Delhi, Feb. 27 
(IANS): In a bid to get 
more Indians online, 
Google and telecom 
services provider Bharti 
Airtel on Tuesday an-
nounced they were col-
laborating to introduce 
low-cost smartphones 
powered by Android 
Oreo (Go Edition) in the 
domestic market.

With this, India will 
become one of the first 
countries to commer-
cially roll-out smart-
phones running on 
Android Oreo (Go) Oper-
ating System (OS).

‘This partnership is 
a major milestone for 
the ‘Mera Pehla Smart-
phone’ initiative. We are 
excited to collaborate 

with Google and our 
device partners to work 
towards bringing smart-
phones within the reach 
of more people,” Vani 
Venkatesh, Chief Mar-
keting Officer, Bharti Air-
tel, said in a statement. 

Entry-level 4G smart-
phones under Airtel’s 
“Mera Pehla Smart-
phone” programme will 
be shipped with Android 
Oreo (Go) OS starting 
March 2018.  “Android’s 
mission has always been 
to bring the power of 
computing to everyone. 
We’re excited to see Air-
tel take a leading role in 
that effort through intro-
ducing a range of devic-
es powered by Android 
Oreo (Go),” added Jon 

Gold, Global Director of 
Android Partnerships at 
Google.

Android Oreo (Go) is 
essentially made for en-
try-level Android smart-
phones with less than 
1GB RAM and hence 
uses less storage space, 
less memory and still 
runs smoothly.

Originally an-
nounced at Google I/O 
2017 annual developer 
conference, the OS is a 
toned-down version of 
the latest Android Oreo 
OS which is currently 
present in high-end de-
vices.

As part of “Mera 
Pehla Smartphone” 
programme, Airtel has 
partnered with several 

New Delhi, Feb. 27 (IANS): 
Networking giant Cisco 
and Reliance Jio on Tues-
day announced that both 
the companies are work-
ing together to leverage 
the power of multi-access 
edge computing, begin-
ning with optimising and 
enhancing video experi-
ence over the network 
by developing a mobile 
content delivery network 
(CDN).

“Reliance Jio and 
Cisco continue to drive 

advancements in tech-
nology and create unique 
practices for service 
aware networking, and 
this joint collaboration on 
edge computing is anoth-
er example of our effort 
to constantly reinvent the 
network and services,” 
Mathew Oommen, Presi-
dent, Reliance Jio, said in 
a statement.

The companies dem-
onstrated the concept at 
the Mobile World Con-
gress 2018 in Barcelona, 

Spain.
The CDN is integrated 

into the mobile LTE net-
work with edge caches 
in close proximity to the 
mobile users. 

With a mobile CDN, 
the mobile operator can 
deliver content via edge 
cloudlets to provide a bet-
ter user experience with 
lower latency and higher 
performance.

“With this multi-
access edge comput-
ing demo, we are show-

casing the possibilities 
enabled by edge com-
puting to deliver premi-
um-quality mobile en-
tertainment experiences 
to Jio customers,” said 
Yvette Kanouff, Senior 
Vice President and Gen-
eral Manager, Service 
Provider Business, Cisco.

Jio and Cisco’s rela-
tionship is spread across 
multiple domains and 
technology areas and the 
former’s Cisco-powered, 
all-IP network has grown.

New Delhi, Feb. 27 
(IANS): Expanding its 
flagship consumer note-
book line-up, HP Inc on 
Tuesday introduced the 
Next-Generation Spectre 
x360 laptop in India.

The variant with Core 
i7 processor is available 
for Rs 1,57,290 while the 
Core i5 processor version 
is available at Rs 1,15,290 
across retail outlets and 
HP India online store.

“The newest Spectre 
laptops further dem-
onstrate our endeavour 
to find exciting ways to 

drive momentum in the 
premium PC market,” 
Vickram Bedi, Senior Di-
rector-Personal Systems, 
HP Inc. India, said in a 
statement.

Weighing 1.26 kgs, the 
new HP Spectre x360 is 
one of the thinnest con-
vertible notebooks in the 
industry.

The device comes in 
a machined aluminum 
body in dark ash silver 
colour with copper ac-
cents.

There are micro-edge 
bezels with Corning Go-

rilla Glass 13.3-inch di-
agonal display in Full-HD 
resolution.

The device features 
the 8th-Generation intel 
Quad Core Processor in 
an angular design with 
memory up to 16 GB LP-
DDR3.

The safety features 
include a fingerprint 
reader, HP “Sure View” 
integrated privacy screen 
feature to eliminate visu-
al hacking and HP “Wide 
Vision FHD Infrared” (IR) 
camera to login with fa-
cial recognition.

New Delhi, Feb. 27 (IANS): Google 
on Tuesday announced a deeper in-
tegration with the State Bank of In-
dia (SBI) for its digital payment app 
“Tez” that will allow users to now 
create a SBI UPI Id -- @oksbi and get 
access to exclusive offers for the SBI 
customers.

Launched in September last 
year, “Tez” claims to have proc-
essed over 250 million transactions 
till date and has over 13.5 million 

monthly active users across the 
country. “This partnership with 
Google Tez will drive innovation 
and deliver exciting new opportuni-
ties for our 40 crore plus customer 
base,” Rajnish Kumar, SBI Chair-
man, said in a statement.

“Tez” is built on the Unified Pay-
ments Interface (UPI), allowing us-
ers make payments from their bank 
accounts to other accounts from 
over 70 UPI-enabled banks. 

“We are still in very early stages 
of building a vibrant digital pay-
ments ecosystem that brings to-
gether millions of smartphone 
users, small merchants, large busi-
nesses, and financial institutions. 
This partnership is an important 
step forward in that journey,” add-
ed Diana Layfield, Vice President, 
Head of Finance and Commerce 
Products, Next Billion Users at 
Google.

New Delhi, Feb. 27 (IANS): As the 
tablet market nosedived in India, 
Lenovo with 26.1 per cent market 
share led the segment in the fourth 
quarter of 2017 while its shipment 
grew 34.2 per cent year-over-year 
(YoY), the International Data Cor-
poration (IDC) said on Tuesday. For 
the entire year, the Indian tablet 
market witnessed a total shipment 
of 3.2 million units, a 11 per cent de-
crese from 3.6 million units shipped 
in 2016. 

With 18.7 
per cent mar-
ket share in the 
fourth quarter, 
iBall replaced 
Samsung for 
the first time 
as second best 
as its ship-
ment grew by 
15.2 per cent 
year-over-
year (YoY). 

S a m -
sung slipped 
to the third 
place as its shipments declined by 
17 per cent year-over-year (YoY) 
and 22.1 percent from the previous 
quarter. 

Samsung’s Galaxy J Max re-
mains their best-selling model, fol-
lowed by newly-launched Galaxy 
Tab A 8.0.

“Lenovo, however, saw a decline 
of 31.7 per cent from the previous 

quarter. Lenovo’s strong focus in the 
commercial segment has helped it 
to remain in the leadership position 
for three consecutive quarters,” said 
IDC’s “Quarterly Personal Comput-
ing Device Tracker”

The strong demand from com-
mercial segment has marginalised 
the overall decline to an early dou-

ble-digit 
number. 
However, 

t h e consumer 
segment witnessed a consecutive 
decline for the second straight year.

“The 7-inch slate segment is fac-
ing strong pressure from the popu-
larity of phablets, and vendors have 
started focusing more on larger 
screens now,” said, Ashweej Aithal, 
Market Analyst, IDC India. 

“The comfort of a large screen 

for media consumption is attract-
ing users to migrate to 10-inch tab-
lets. It also works better for users 
who read and edit documents on 
the go.” Aithal added.

With 10.9 per cent market share, 
Apple was fourth with a healthy 30.5 
per cent annual and 9.1 per cent se-
quential growth in the Q4 2017. 

The strong de-
mand for Apple’s 
“iPad” and “iPad 
Pro”, coupled 
with the attractive 
cashback offers, 
has helped the 
brand to quickly 
gain a share in the 
market.

“The govern-
ment buying will 
continue to drive 
the momentum in 
tablet category in 
2018. Also, BFSI, 

pharmaceuticals, 
automobile and hospitality sectors 
will continue to buy more tablets as 
they progress on standardising their 
point of sales (POS) and know your 
customers (KYC) operations,” said 
Jaipal Singh, Senior Market Analyst, 
IDC India.

At fifth position, Datawind 
maintained its position in the top 
five companies despite the decline 
in shipments to almost half when 
compared to its volume with the 
same time a year ago.

New Delhi, Feb. 27 
(IANS): Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Tues-
day said bilateral trade 
between India and South 
Korea in 2017 reached 
$20 billion, the first time 
in six years.

Modi also said that 
he wondered how South 
Korea, a country of the 
size of Gujarat, could 
make such economic 
progress.

“It is heartening to 
note that the bilateral 
trade crossed $20 billion 
for the first time last year 
in six years,” Prime Min-
ister said while address-
ing the India-Korea Busi-
ness Summit here.

He also said he “ad-
mires the spirit of entre-
preneurship of the Ko-
rean people”.

“I admire the way in 
which they have created 
and sustained their glo-
bal brands, from infor-
mation technology and 
electronics to automo-
bile and steel, Korea has 
given exemplary prod-
ucts to the world.”

Modi also said South 
Korean companies are 
appreciated for their 

innovation and strong 
manufacturing capabil-
ity.

Speaking on the in-
vestment of Korean 
companies in India, the 
Prime Minister said: 
“South Korea ranks only 
16th in FDI (Foreign Di-
rect Investment) equity 
inflows to India. India 
offers a lot of potential 
for the Korean Investors 
with its huge market and 
enabling policy environ-
ment.”

Inviting companies 
to invest in India, he 
said: “In FDI, we are one 
of the most open coun-
tries now. Most of the 
sectors of our economy 
are open for FDI.” 

Modi further added 
that more than 90 per 
cent FDI approvals have 
been put on automatic 
route. 

There is practically 
no requirement of gov-
ernment approval for in-
vestments in manufac-
turing sector except for 
the defence sector, Modi 
said. 

“Very soon, we will 
become the world’s 
fifth-largest economy 

by nominal GDP. We are 
also the fastest growing 
major economy of the 
world today,” he added.

The Prime Minister 
also said India has all 
three factors of the econ-
omy.

“If you see around 
the globe, there are very 
few countries where you 
have three important 
factors of economy to-
gether. They are -- de-
mocracy, demography 
and demand. In India, 
we have all the three to-
gether,” he said.

Modi added that the 
relations between India 
and South Korea dates 
back centuries.

“We are also bound 
by our Buddhist tradi-
tions. Nobel laureate 
Rabindranath Tagore 
composed poem ‘Lamp 
of the East’ in 1929 about 
Korea’s glorious past and 
its bright future.

“It is also conicidence 
that India and Korea 
both celebrate their in-
dependence day on Au-
gust 15. From Princess 
to Poetry and from Bud-
dha to Bollywood; India 
and Korea have so much 
in common,” the Prime 
Minister added.

“Our partnership 
has immense poten-
tial to promote regional 
growth, development, 
stability and prosper-
ity in Asia. India is turn-
ing to the east for bigger 
economic engagement. 
Similarly, South Korea is 
trying to diversify it over-
seas markets,” he said.

mobile handset manufac-
turers to build an “open 
ecosystem” of affordable 
4G smartphones.

Singapore, Feb. 27 (IANS): Moody’s In-
vestors Service has affirmed the long-
term local and foreign currency bank 
deposit rating of IDBI Bank Ltd (IDBI) 
at B1 and changed the outlook to posi-
tive from stable.

“Moody’s has also affirmed IDBI 
and its DIFC branch’s long-term foreign 
currency senior unsecured debt rating 
at B1 and changed the outlook to posi-
tive,” it said in a statement.

The positive outlook reflects the up-
ward pressure that could develop on 
the bank’s long-term rating, if its credit 
fundamentals -- capital position -- con-

tinue to improve over the next 12-18 
months due to capital infusions from 
the Indian government.

The positive outlook also factors in 
Moody’s view on the expected evolution 
of IDBI’s balance sheet, including a sta-
bilisation in asset quality and continued 
stable funding and liquidity positions.

According to the recapitalisation 
plan announced in October 2017, the 
government has committed to infuse Rs 
1.53 trillion into the public sector banks 
by March 2019, of which Rs 800 billion 
will be injected in the form of recapitali-
sation bonds.

The Petroleum Minis-
try referred to certain fake 
advertisements appear-
ing in its name in news-
papers in Maharashtra. 

“It has come to the no-
tice of Ministry of Petrole-
um and Natural Gas that 
some unscrupulous per-
sons, by using the name 
and logo of the Ministry, 
have issued an adver-
tisement in a section of 
media on February 26 re-
garding a special scheme 
for direct allotment of 
dealership/distributor-
ship of petroleum prod-

ucts,” it said. 
“It is clarified that the 

Ministry has not issued 
any advertisement for 
direct allotment of deal-
ership/distributorship of 
petroleum products.” 

“The Ministry of Petro-
leum and Natural Gas has 
no role in appointment of 
dealers/ distributors. The 
oil marketing companies, 
based on their feasibility 
study, identify the loca-
tions and issue advertise-
ment for appointment of 
dealers as per the respec-
tive selection guidelines.

Railway Electrification Survey 
Work at Rangiya Division

E-Tender Notice No. : EL/RNY/TN
/52/2017-18 Dated : 23-02-2018.
E-Tender No.: RNY-EL-T-52-2017-18.
Name of work: Survey and 
preparation of OHE layout plans 
including General Power Supply 
arrangements, wiring diagrams and
location plans of traction sub-station
& SWS in 25 KV AC and sectioning 
diagram of (i) Rangiya-Rangapara-
Harmuty-Naharlagun  (ii) Harmuty
-Murkongselek Sections of Rangiya
division. Tender Value : ̀  37,02,264/-
; Earnest Money : ` 74,050/-. Date
& time of closing of above E-tender
:  15.00 hrs. of 04-04-2018. Date 
& time of opening of above 
E-tender: 16.00 hrs. of 04-04-2018. 
For details, visit website www.ireps.
gov.in .

Sr. Divl. Electrical Engineer 
Rangiya

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
Serving Customers With A Smile
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Peaceful is Not Always Fair
Voting in nearly all the polling stations in all the 

constituencies completed across the state with 
negligible untoward incidences. There were re-

ported cases of violence in some constituencies with 
a reported death of one person in Zunheboto district. 
All in all the polling went on peacefully across the state. 
However for a state like Nagaland, a peaceful polling 
process does not always indicate a free and a fair elec-
tion. The many deliberations; equations; adjustments; 
handing and taking; and at times open diktats, all done 
prior to the voting date ensures peaceful polls. 

In many villages across the state, the diktats given 
by the village councils, traditional bodies and also the 
village chiefs are neither publicised nor known. With 
the diktat in effect if there are large number of villag-
ers opposing it, there is no way the rest of the world will 
learn about it. Cases of violence happens only in those 
villages where there are opponents who are not willing 
to abide by such diktats. So many villages in Nagaland 
still have peaceful polls with no untoward incidences 
just because those opposed to diktats are few and out-
numbered. 

In case where diktats are not possible the scenario is 
that of a plot taken right out of a Hollywood flick on  a 
very dark theme of deceit and two-faced agents. It is re-
ported that the equations and adjustments  starts right 
from the Booth Level Officers(BLO) up to the Presiding 
Officers. With proper persuasion, which never comes 
free, the BLOs are forced to ensure that the voter slips 
of the minorities and the minority communities are 
withheld. It will either be discarded or used for proxy 
voting. Last minute negotiations are also held for po-
tential opponents so that they might not disturb the 
peaceful polls and disrupt the polling process which 
would be a disadvantage for the candidate who com-
mands the majority in that polling station. Another 
modus-operandi is of keeping mock polling agents of 
the candidates, in villages where diktats were issued, 
as a facade to ensure that observers do not cancel the 
polling process.  However what comes on top it all in 
deceit is the practice of setting up of moles as polling 
agents of the opponent candidates. Such polling agents 
commands high price and are sought after. They ensure 
that unnecessary objections are not raised when proxy 
voters of the opponent candidates, who they are in real-
ity supporting from the inside, comes up for voting and 
also pass crucial information of the votes being cast. 

One notable outcome of  Tuesday’s polls  was the 
low voting percentage as compared to other times. 
It will be one of the lowest percentage of votes polled 
in Nagaland in recent times. It is also the result of the 
ECI’s constant endeavour to add more polling stations 
so that the voter limit in the stations are maintained. 
With the introduction of the Voter Verified Paper Audit 
Trail (VVPAT) machines the time consumed per voting 
cast is also more when compared to earlier non VVPAT 
electronic voting machines. The safest assumption is 
that after the genuine electors who are present at the 
polling stations have voted there is no time left for the 
usual proxy voting. Nagaland in the current  assembly 
elections probably did not get time for proxy voting in 
most of the polling stations. 

All these cases somehow passes off without detec-
tion by the enforcement mechanism that is set up to 
ensure free and fair polls. The irony is that the many ar-
eas where violence was reported are those areas where 
some people grouped up and decided to fight for their 
right to vote. The clean election campaign also had its 
successes this time but the change is yet to be seen in 
many areas. A change from the public and the elector-
ate itself is needed. So as of now peaceful polls does not 
always guarantee that it was a free and a fair election.

amit Kapoor | ians 

Amazing grace! . . . I once was lost, but 
now am found. John Newton

When we discovered that my mother-in-law had 
gone missing while shopping with a relative, 
my wife and I were frantic. Mom suffered 
from memory loss and confusion, and there 

was no telling what she might do. Would she wander 
the area, or hop onto any bus thinking it would take her 
home? Worst-case scenarios spun through our minds as 
we began to search for her, crying out to God, “Please 
find her.”

Hours later, my mother-in-law was spotted stumbling 
along a road, miles away. How God blessed us in being 
able to find her. Several months later, He blessed her: at 
eighty years of age, my mother-in-law turned to Jesus 
Christ for salvation.

Jesus, comparing humans to lost sheep, gives us this 
illustration: “Suppose [a shepherd] has a hundred sheep 
and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine 
in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he 
finds it? And when he finds it, . . . he calls his friends 
and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have 
found my lost sheep” (Luke 15:4–6).

Shepherds counted their sheep to make sure every 
one was accounted for. In the same way, Jesus, who lik-
ens himself to that shepherd, values each of us, young 
and old. When we’re wandering in life, searching, won-
dering about our purpose, it’s never too late to turn to 
Christ. God wants us to experience His love and bless-
ings.

Lord, You search for us and find us. Thank You for 
making us Your own.

Daily
Path

Lost but Found
BiBle Read:   Luke 15:1–9
ThoughT foR Today:

Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.    
~  Luke 15:6

It is quite commonplace to hear that India will be an 
economic superpower in a few decades. However, 
the current reality is far from it. One cannot deny 

the abysmal standard of living of our citizens. Indias 
real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per capita (at 2010 
prices) for 2016 stands at just $1,861.5 while the other 
BRICS nations -- China ($6,893.8), Brazil ($10,826.3), 
South Africa ($7,503.3) and Russia ($11,099.2) -- are 
higher up on the scale.

Even South Asian economies like Bhutan ($2,801.3), 
Sri Lanka ($3,759.2) and Maldives ($8,623.9) perform 
well above India by this measure of standard of living. 
A straightforward question that arises is: What is it that 
India seems to misconstrue in the economic game that 
other players seem to get right and succeed in doing?

Spatial differences in GDP per capita across coun-
tries continue to motivate much of growth theory and 
development economics even today. However, being 
part of an increasingly knowledge-based world econo-
my, India’s positioning in the global prosperity scenario 
must be seen and targeted from the national competi-
tiveness angle.

Competitiveness, in effect, isn’t about macro-
economic variables like interest rates, exchange rates, 
deficits or about cheap abundant labour or availability 
of natural resources or about state policies and man-
agement practices -- although all these are relevant to 
any economy. Rather, competitiveness can be defined 
more purposefully as the productivity of a nation’s fac-
tors of production (labour, land and capital) employed 
during production processes. In purely economic 
terms, productivity denotes the value of output per 
unit of input used.

Talking about productivity in policymaking is no re-

cent phenomenon and, at some point, you are bound 
to quote Nobel Prize-winning economist Paul Krug-
man who wrote back in the 1990s that “productivity 
isn’t everything, but in the long run it is almost every-
thing”. 

First of all, productivity must not be confused with 
labour force participation or, for that matter, the out-
put that they produce. A simple example would explain 
this. Consider a donut-making factory having four 
workers on eight-hour shifts producing 400 donuts a 
day -- or 100 per worker or 12.5 per hour. An announce-
ment on hiring four more people to boost productivity 
would suggest that the new workers will produce more 
donuts per hour than the existing workers. 

Remember that productivity is output per hour 
worked. So, if the new lot of workers were actually 
slower (producing only 10 donuts per hour) than the 
existing ones, then productivity will in fact fall. The 
four new workers will come up with 320 donuts a day 
and the total output of the eight workers would rise to 
720 donuts a day. However, the average per worker per 
hour is just 11.25 donuts. The net result is an increase 
in labour force participation and output -- but produc-
tivity, in essence, has fallen.

Furthermore, if the company wants to make the 
same profit as before the new hirings, it will have to 
hike the price of the donuts it sells. So it might end up 
hurting those who buy the donuts (because they are 
the ones paying more for them) and ultimately affect 
their standard of living as well. A clear implication for 
the short term, in this case, is that the new workers will 
have to be trained and skilled, and while they are being 
trained their productivity will be lower than the other 
workers. Thus, for productivity to rise in the medium 
to long term, these new workers will have to be skilled 
better than the current workers by using updated and 

innovative practices so that output rises in an even 
more greater proportion and be reflected in the high 
and increasing standard of living of all the citizens. 

Going back to Krugman’s words, productivity then 
is not everything -- the well-being of citizens is; which, 
interestingly and inherently, is dependent on produc-
tivity levels in the overall economy.

Firms, apart from being productive domestically, 
have to undergo the sheer pressure and challenge of 
being innovative and up to date in order to attain a 
global competitive edge as well. This is because inter-
national trade and foreign investment have the power 
to allow companies to specialise in industrial segments 
that are more productive and become global game-
changers. The fact that certain firms in specific indus-
tries are able to create and sustain real as well distinct 
advantages for themselves reflects nothing but the 
productivity gains that help any economy maintain a 
higher standard of living for its citizens.

Productivity growth has never really topped the list 
of issues of policymakers in India, even though pro-
ductivity growth matters more for emerging market 
economies than for the advanced world. Trends indi-
cating slow growth in productivity levels across major 
sectors of our country -- and being nowhere close to 
high-performing economies -- do provide strong mo-
tivation to rethink our approach since it is sustained 
productivity growth that can raise living standards over 
the long run: If workers produce more per hour, there 
is more of output and income to share and hence more 
reasons to celebrate. 

(Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute for Competitive-
ness, India and can be contacted at amit.kapoor@

competitiveness.in and tweets @kautiliya. Bhawna 
Kakkar, researcher, Institute for Competitiveness has 

contributed to the article.)

Even as the Chinese Communist 
Party amended the country’s Con-
stitution to pave the way for Presi-

dent Xi Jinping to continue beyond the 
traditional two-term presidency, a lead-
ing Indian Sinologist and former envoy 
to Beijing described the Chinese supre-
mo’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) as a 
“strategic opening to expand its regional 
and global profile” that will inevitably 
“impinge on India’s strategic space”.

He said the Middle Kingdom -- which 
historically saw itself as the centre of the 
world -- is moving beyond former Presi-
dent Deng Xiaoping’s famous 24-charac-
ter dictum of maintaining a low profile 
and not overtly claiming leadership, and 
is instead seeking to reclaim its centrality 
in regional and world affairs.

“One can see that Deng Xiaoping’s 
famous 24-character dictum -- ‘Observe 
calmly, secure our position, cope with 
affairs calmly, hide our capabilities and 
bide our time, be good at maintaining 
low profile, and never claim leadership’ 
-- has started receding in the rear-view 
mirror (of China),” Ashok Kantha, Di-
rector of the Institute of Chinese Stud-
ies and former Indian Ambassador to 
China, said in a speech on “China’s Belt 
and Road Initiative: Nature, Implications 
and India’s Response” here on Monday 
evening.

The speech was part of the “Chang-
ing Asia” lecture series organised by the 
Society for Policy Studies think tank in 

association with India Habitat Centre.
Stating that China has clearly started 

moving beyond Deng’s advice, Kantha 
said that today Beijing is “prepared to de-
ploy its considerable political, economic, 
military and diplomatic clout in pursuit 
of its strategic objectives” and saw the 
recent developments in Sri Lanka, Mal-
dives and the Indian Ocean neighbour-
hood as a manifestation of the Chinese 
great-power ambition. 

At the same time, he entered a caveat 
saying that China is still reluctant to ex-
pand its international responsibility too 
rapidly.

He said that the BRI -- earlier called 
One Belt One Road and which loftily pro-
claims to reinvent the old Silk Route of 
international trading for the modern era 
-- is a highly “imaginative and strategic” 
plan under President Xi as part of China 
pursuing its great power ambitions. Chi-
na has estimated one trillion dollars of 
investment in the BRI which has, since 
its formal unveiling in 2015, seen some 
70 countries joining its bandwagon. 

Kantha’s remarks assume signifi-
cance as the Chinese Communist Party 
Central Committee on Sunday amended 
the country’s Constitution, removing the 
rule that the President and Vice-Presi-
dent of China “shall serve no more than 
two consecutive terms”, thereby allowing 
Xi to continue as President indefinitely.

“China is now shaping its environ-
ment in its periphery in quest of an ob-

jective dating back to the 19th century of 
an economically prosperous and mili-
tarily strong nation,” the former diplo-
mat said.

He said that the BRI is the third wave 
of China’s quest for a leadership role in 
the world, the first being the opportuni-
ties it saw in expanding its influence after 
the global economic crisis in 2008 and 
the second being Xi’s assuming the role 
of President in 2013.

Kantha is of the view that the BRI is 
more than just about connectivity and 
building infrastructure in the countries 
it touches from China to Europe. Stating 
that China is planning to influence rules 
being set in its periphery, he said that 
no region is more attractive for the BRI 
than South Asia and its the “main bat-
tleground” for the realisation of the BRI 
dream. 

He said China is impinging on India’s 
strategic space and “will change India’s 
strategic and operational environment 
in a significant way”. 

India has so far refused to be a part 
of the BRI given the threats it poses to its 
security and territorial integrity.

Kantha said that though China has 
agreed to take India’s interests and con-
cerns on board, the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC), which passes 
through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir and 
is the flagship project of the BRI, will af-
fect India’s security.

He said that India should see the BRI 

as a geo-strategic challenge and should 
work with like-minded countries to 
maintain security in the region as more 
and more nations are showing reserva-
tions about the ownership, financing 
and long-term viability of BRI projects.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’S Sa-
garmala project, according to Kantha, is 
one way of countering the BRI. The Sa-
garmala project is a strategic investment 
initiative of India that envisages setting 
up of over six mega ports, modernisa-
tion of several dozen more ports, and 
development of coastal economic zones, 
among others.

Kantha also cited the Kaladan multi-
modal transport project connecting Sit-
twe port in Myanmar with Mizoram in 
northeast India and the India-Myanmar-
Thailand trilateral highway in this con-
nection.

Pointing out that the BRI is a purely 
Chinese initiative and not a multilateral 
one, he recalled External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj’s meeting with Chinese 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi in 2015 when 
she said that Beijing cannot expect blan-
ket endorsement for it and the two coun-
tries should work for synergetic benefits.

“BRI is a manifestation of China’s rise 
as great power and attempt to dominate 
the global economy,” Kantha said.

“It will be one of the biggest challeng-
es to our foreign policy in the foreseeable 
future.”

Source: IANS

india’s Competitiveness: Where do We Stand?

‘China Impinging on India’s Strategic Space’

ReadeRs’ Mirror Views & reViews

Sir,
Straight to the point.
My vote was cast by a proxy voter and I was 

compelled to give tendered vote.
I have already registered a complaint in the ECI-

Citizen services portal and Complaint ID is NGS-
855581 dated 27-2-2018 at 1:25 PM.

Now, will you declare polling in polling station 
number 10-Supply Colony/West Police Station Di-
mapur Assembly Constituency 1 null and void? Will 
action be taken against the officials? Can you iden-
tify the culprit and press charges for impersona-
tion?

Arep Changkija

(Issued in public interest)

Just standing in the queue for hours, observing the 
enthusiastic voters, we come to realise that most 
voters aren’t voting for better roads, development, 

better healthcare system, infrastructure or develop-
ment. Majority of the voters are there with the hope to 
secure a livelihood. Three types of people caught my 
attention:

1. Old parents especially mothers standing in the 
queue with the hope that if their candidate comes to 
power, the candidate will help their sons or daughters 
secure some job in the Government. 

2. The candidates will come like MLA’s with body-
guards and filling up the entire scene with the VIP aura 
even before they are MLA’s, socializing with important 
people in the queue, entering the booth and making 
their presence felt.

3. Young boys mostly in their 20’s, truly very smart, 
intelligent and educated following the footsteps of the 
politicians and their followers with the hope that the 
candidate will give them some job or small contract 
work.

Many of them must’ve graduated but because there 
are no employment opportunities unless one is well 
connected with bureaucrats or politicians or dare to 
go out of the State looking for a job, they are stuck in 
this sad situation. And it is extremely rare for a highly 
educated youth to engage himself in farming or labour 
work in construction although this trend is picking up 
in small ways. And since most of us have absolutely no 
experience in entrepreneurship, commerce and trade, 
there is little success rate in Nagas taking up businesses 
and competing in the open market.

Thousands of Nagas graduating at the age of 21-22-
23 will not get a job. They will mostly stay at home or 
go to Delhi, spend more money to take up coaching for 
NPSC/UPSC. While in the cities, people are so fortu-
nate as companies come to colleges for campus hiring 
or fresh grads go to companies with resumes and get 
one job or the other. 

By the age of 30, the Naga boy will still be appear-
ing NPSC/UPSC and is still unemployed while the 
mainland boy will be a manager or senior manager 
level by the age of 30 earning minimum of Rs.50,000 
per month. The Naga boy instead of earning will 
spending spending Rs.15-20,000 of their parents 
money every month.

For the thousands of youths, we Nagas are losing 
out on the most critically productive youthful age (18-
30+) of our lives by remaining unproductive.

And during elections, corrupted politicians led by 

their equally greedy honchos will take advantage of 
our youths and the needy families by throwing money, 
alcohol at them with great promises in exchange for 
votes. The concept of the western democratic elections 
doesn’t work in a society like ours where majority of the 
people are still living hand to mouth and our tradition-
al system of selecting our council members becomes 
incompatible with the electioneering system.

At many polling stations, it is heart breaking to see 
many youths who look like they’ve been drinking con-
tinuously for several nights. During elections, these 
guys are made to feel important and enjoy the merry 
making where the alcohol will inflate their tiny hearts 
with stupidity(Mistaken for bravery) and start the 
quarrels, fights with the opponent candidate’s gangs. 

Families will fight with each other, neighbours 
become strangers and childhood friends become en-
emies. All for what? To make the already rich and cor-
rupted, even more richer and more corrupted.

After sacrificing their lives for the candidates, do 
you think the candidate or their families will even re-
member these boys after a year or two?

Even if I write endlessly on facebook or newspaper, 
only the decent educated ones will read and under-
stand. The real people out there will continue this vi-
cious cycle until we are doomed.

In our own ways, let’s give our best to create as many 
“sustainable” and quality job opportunities in the pri-
vate sector because every single youth you create live-
lihood for, will go a long way towards reducing the 
number of bitter, frustrated unemployed youths in this 
region of the country thereby reducing the violence, 
anti-social activities, corruption and will ultimately 
bring the much needed progress and prosperity in our 
region. An idle mind is the workshop of the devil, let us 
keep our youths busy in positive, productive activities.

We must immediately work towards creating a con-
ducive environment for attracting quality investments 
in focus areas where our strength lies to immediately 
work out policies and start creating jobs in these sec-
tors! In the next 10 years, the target of the Government 
should be to generate minimum of 20-30,000 jobs in 
the private sector with the most attractive policies to 
attract the right investors and companies to set up here 
in Nagaland.

Until the day, we create employment & livelihood 
for the thousands of angry, frustrated and bitter youths, 
the dream of clean election, progress and development 
is far fetched.

Yanpvuo Kikon

Open Letter 
to the Chief 

Election Officer 
Nagaland

Today as i Went to the Polling Station
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People wait in line to be registered at Moria’s migrant processing centre on the island of Lesvos, Greece. 
Socrates Baltagiannis/dpa/Press Association.

American author, journalist Michael Vatikiotis
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): A rebirth of ro-
mance in your life could take place today, 
Aries. If you’re currently involved with some-
one, a happy event could enrich the bond 

between you and bring you closer together. If you aren’t 
presently attached, you could be by the end of the day. 
You might meet someone new and exciting, probably 
an intelligent person who could be involved with mod-
ern technology. Make sure you look your best, and ex-
pect the unexpected!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Today you might 
notice a change in yourself, Taurus. You could 
look in the mirror and see that you suddenly 
look as gorgeous as a movie star. This change 

in your outer self is due to transformations taking place 
within. You’ve probably been releasing a lot of old trau-
mas from the past, and therefore considerable stress 
and tension have vanished from your face. Treat your-
self to some new clothes. It’s a great time to do it!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): An unexpected 
conversation with a current or potential ro-
mantic partner could end with both of you 
revealing a lot of your deepest feelings, Gemi-

ni. This discussion may only indirectly concern the sta-
tus of your relationship, but you will learn a lot about 
each other that could cause you to seriously consider 
whether or not you want to continue the relationship. 
However, all signs indicate that the relationship might 
change slightly but will continue.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Some rather 
intense work, perhaps involving in-depth 
research, could take up much of your time 
today, Cancer. You could spend a lot of time 

in libraries or on the Internet trying to discern certain 
facts that you need for a project that could make a big 
difference in your income. This can be fascinating and 
exciting, but there is one caution: remember to rest 
your eyes from time to time. You won’t want to give 
yourself an eyestrain headache.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today, Leo, you 
could direct an overwhelming amount of 
love and passion toward a current or po-
tential romantic partner. Your friend might 

feel a little taken aback, but is likely to be flattered and 
therefore respond in a positive manner. This might 
not have the potential to become a committed rela-
tionship, so don’t expect anything from it. Just get to 
know each other, see where the bond takes you, and 
go with the flow.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22):  Information that 
you retrieve from deep within your psyche 
might lead to a revelation as to a great way 
to increase your income, Virgo. This could be 

something you read and forgot, or it might be some-
thing you overheard in a restaurant. Whatever it is, look 
into it carefully, and then if the information seems to be 
accurate and useful, go for it. These days, fortunes are 
being made in surprising ways!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today, Libra, you 
might attend a group event of some kind. 
While there, you could encounter an old 
friend who seems to have changed. As a 

result, you might find this person very attractive and 
direct a rush of physical passion their way. This could 
be disconcerting, but don’t brush it off because you’ve 
always thought of this person as a friend. The most 
successful marriages are the ones that start out as 
friendships.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): A new creative 
project of some kind, perhaps involving 
modern technology, could set your career 
in a new direction, Scorpio. This may be the 

break you’ve been hoping for, and you’re apt to be very 
excited about it. Any new enterprise begun today is 
going to have its ups and downs, but all signs indicate 
that it will succeed. Consider the project carefully be-
fore making a decision. Then if it feels right, go for it!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): If you’re 
taking a trip any time soon, Sagittarius, you 
can expect to experience a powerful attrac-
tion for someone you meet along the way. 

This will definitely make your journey more interest-
ing; however, the friendship might not survive the trip. 
You may be from opposite sides of the country, and 
one or both of you could be involved with other people. 
Nonetheless, if neither of those restrictions applies, it’s 
worth pursuing. Go for it!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19):  You 
could soon receive news of an unexpect-
ed cash inflow, Capricorn. This might be 
money earned on your own, but it’s more 

likely to be investment income. If you own stocks, 
bonds, or land, expect their value to skyrocket. 
If you work for a company that has a good profit-
sharing plan, don’t be surprised if the amount of 
profits earned this year doubles. Whichever it is, 
you’re on your way!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Today the en-
ergy is on partnerships, Aquarius, probably 
those begun on the spur of the moment. You 
and a colleague might have a conversation 

about the possibility of going into business together. 
There is also the possibility that you could fall in love 
at first sight, maybe with someone from far away. Any 
sort of partnership formed today will have its ups and 
downs, but with work, it could succeed. If it feels right, 
go for it!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Have you been 
entertaining the idea of changing jobs, 
Pisces? If so, put out some feelers today. 
You’ve been working hard and may have 

felt as if you’ve been barking up the wrong tree. Don’t 
hesitate to research possibilities on the Internet, 
prepare your resume, and chat up knowledgeable 
people in social situations. It’s time to pass carefully 
from reflection to action.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

S
outheast Asia today presents an 
anomalous situation with wide-
spread economic progress but also 
widening disparity, apparent stabil-

ity in all its countries which, however, face 
a range of challenges from ethnic insur-
gencies to terrorism, and most worryingly, 
democracy losing ground, says a leading 
regional specialist.

And India, which is increasing linkages 
with the region, must play a greater role 
to shore up democracy in Southeast Asia, 
citing its own role in managing diversity 
democratically, American journalist, writer 
and “private diplomat” Michael Vatikiotis, 
who has been working in and studying the 
region for over three decades, told IANS in 
an interview.

“There is incredible economic growth in 
Southeast Asia but also wealth disparity is 
increasing, so is the inequality in social and 
economic access for its people.

“Then, despite the apparent stability, 
the region is beset by protracted conflicts -- 
between Buddhists and Muslims, Shias and 
Sunnis. Thailand and the Philippines are 

facing insurgencies that have been going 
on as long as they have been independent 
countries,” he said.

Referring to the case of the Philippines’ 
Marawi city that was overrun by an Islamic 
State (IS)-affiliated group, which held it for 
nearly five months in mid-2017, before the 
army won it back, he says it looks like it is 
somewhere in war-ravaged Syria.

“There are now rising levels of intoler-
ance between religions. Islam here was a 
‘tropical’ form accommodating minorities 
but has become more conservative and or-
thodox. It is a particular problem in Indone-
sia,” he said.

Buddhism, especially in Myanmar, was 
no less, with the Rohingya issue making 
for the largest humanitarian crisis Asia has 
faced since the Vietnamese boat people, he 
added.

But Vatikiotis, a former editor of the Far 
Eastern Economic Review and now Asia Re-
gional Director of the Geneva-based Centre 
for Humanitarian Dialogue, said that the 
most worrying fact was that after three dec-
ades of political reforms in the region, de-
mocracy was in retreat.

There is a military junta in Thailand and 
no announcement about when elections 

will be held, Cambodia’s ruler is increas-
ingly autocratic and so is the leader of the 
Philippines, while the army plays a big role 
in Myanmar due to its serious security situ-
ation, he said.

“I tried to understand why this is hap-
pening by talking to diplomats, politicians, 
rebels... it’s most perplexing why Southeast 
Asia which is graceful and pleasant, is eco-
nomically prospering, sees so much vio-
lence and suffering every year.

“It is different from the other places 
where democracy is in retreat... the region 
had all the advantages... its countries had 
functioning institutions, well-run econo-
mies, no debt, community spirit among 
the people. But all these have been squan-
dered,” said the expert, who focuses on this 
aspect in his recent book “Blood and Silk: 
Power and Conflict in Modern Southeast 
Asia” (2017).

Vatikiotis, who was in the country for a 
literary event, contends that it seems this 
trend is fostered by a section of the peo-
ple’s desire for “tradeoffs” for a comfortable 
and secure life where democracy is less of 
a priority. “They only want their children to 
be safe, the neighbourhood to be secure... 
while the ruling elites are undermining de-

mocracy.”
Vietnam, he said, was an outlier, since it 

was more influenced by China, and though 
it was a one-party state, its recent anti-cor-
ruption drive was popular and showed that 
the system can continue.

Malaysia was most analogous to In-
dia, in so far as it was multi-racial and 
had strong institutions of governance 
bequeathed to it -- but these institutions 
were now “deteriorating” and thus its rul-
ing party leaders were now playing the 
“race card”, he said.

Vatikiotis, noting that the region was 
surrounded by rising giants China and In-
dia -- which are contesting for influence --, 
however expressed his “deep disappoint-
ment” that India has not played more of a 
role in Myanmar and the region in support 
of democracy and rights.

“India is successful in managing diver-
sity, including ethnic, in economic inclusiv-
ity, in governance... I can’t understand its 
reluctance. Perhaps it is following its tradi-
tional policy of focusing on the immediate 
neigbourhood. It’s a missed opportunity,” 
he said.

(Vikas Datta can be contacted at 
vikas.d@ians.in)

The tragic spectacle of the 
past five years has pushed 
migration to the top of the 
global policy agenda, but 
it will take a lot of work to 

transform that opportunity 
into substantive change.

R
efugees and migrants have 
long known that the legal 
pathways in and out of Eu-
rope and North America 

are essentially closed to all but the 
global elites. Without the right pass-
port, the right qualifications, and 
enough money, it is extraordinar-
ily difficult to enter and remain in 
these areas through regular chan-
nels, even when seeking protection 
from violence or persecution under 
international law. This is not news. 
Yet it has taken a European ‘crisis of 
reception’ and five years of people 
dying in the Mediterranean, bat-
tling asylum systems, and languish-
ing in detention – along with the 
accompanying political backlash 
from both the left and the right – to 
push migration to the top of the glo-
bal policy agenda.

A symbol of this change was 
the ‘high-level summit to address 
large movements of refugees and 
migrants’ convened by the United 
Nations last September. This re-
sulted in the New York Declaration, 
a statement signed by 193 mem-
ber states that among other things 
“acknowledge(s) a shared responsi-
bility to manage large movements 
of refugees and migrants in a hu-
man, sensitive, compassionate, and 
people-centred manner” and that 
commits this group to negotiate a 
“global compact for safe, orderly 
and regular migration” as well as a 
“global compact for refugees” by 
the end of 2018.

Policy makers and civil society 
around the globe are now gearing 
up for those negotiations, and the 
outcome has the potential to shape 
national migration policies for the 
rest of the present generation. But 
given the national moods in many 
countries, reaching a more humane 
and rights-based consensus on fa-
cilitating migration will not be easy. 
As Oxfam’s Sarnata Reynolds says in 
this series’ opening interview, “this 
process at the UN could be pro-

foundly good or profoundly bad, 
or just be neutral. We want it to be 
from neutral to profoundly good, 
and neutral might be the best we 
get right now”.

The new series we begin today 
explores the issues, actors, and 
agendas feeding into this proc-
ess alongside the lived realities of 
many different migrant and refugee 
groups. It also examines the current 
policy trends so as to better under-
stand the starting point for the ne-
gotiations. Here we take a special 
interest in the growing securitisa-
tion of migration and some of the 
different forms of migration ‘con-
trol’ currently in use, which span 
measures from border externalisa-
tion and ‘safe third country’ lists 
to immigrant detention and the 
re-purposing of development aid. 
Finally, through two separate sets of 
case studies, we look at the specific 
issues facing women on the move, 
and the difficulties of securing safe 
passage for asylum seekers.

This series, which we’ve titled 
Searching for safe passage, fea-
tures a wide variety of voices from 
policymakers, academics and ac-
tivists working to influence migra-
tion policy in Europe and North 
America, and at the international 
level. Among many others we’ll be 
hearing from the International Or-
ganisation for Migration (IOM), the 
International Detention Coalition, 
Save the Children, Human Rights 
Watch, Médecins Sans Frontières, 
the National Network for Immi-
grant and Refugee Rights, the Joint 
Migration and Development Initia-
tive, the Insan Association, the Plat-
form on Disaster Displacement, the 
Scalabrini International Migration 
Network, and the United Nations 
Special Rapporteur on the Human 
Rights of Migrants.

Depending on their position 
and political outlook their views 
and prescriptions differ widely. 
However all share a belief that there 
are significant barriers to mobility, 
and are currently grappling with the 
question of how to best balance fa-
cilitating movement and the rights 
of migrants with the prerogatives of 
state policy makers. Over the next 
two months we invite you to think 
along with them.

A note on language

Migration, be it forced or voluntary, 
is both an adaptation to insecurity 
and an expression of ambition and 
aspiration. The United Nations es-
timated in the New York Declara-
tion that there are approximately 
244 million migrants in the world 
today, around 3% of the current glo-
bal population. At the same time, 
the UN recognises some 24 million 
people worldwide as refugees or 
asylum seekers eligible for inter-
national protection under the U.N. 
Refugee Convention and Optional 
Protocol.

Outside of law the distinctions, 
in practice, between these different 
categories are blurry, contested, and 
exploited in the service of differ-
ent political projects. Briefly stated, 
actors in both the ‘free movement’ 
and ‘controlled’ migration camps 
have reason to defend a distinction 
between refugees and migrants. 
For the latter camp the distinc-
tion serves to exclude the majority 
of people on the move from many 
protection frameworks, while for 
the former to remove it would be to 
take away the main area of protec-
tion that does exist. Others argue 
that the distinction should be done 
away with entirely, as it eliminates 
nuance and creates a hierarchy of 
suffering, boiling down complex 
matrices of vulnerabilities into ‘vic-
tims’ deserving protection and de-
portable ‘economic migrants’.

We recognise the arguments on 
both sides and as editors of the se-
ries abstain from stating our own 
views here. We call attention to the 

conflict however, as the voices fea-
tured in this series will use the same 
terms – refugee, asylum seeker, 
migrant, forced migrant, as well as 
several others – to mean different 
things, and it’s important to keep 
in mind the position of the person 
speaking in order to fully under-
stand their comments.
Searching for safe passage
The series focuses its attention on 
core barriers to mobility and efforts 
to overcome them. The contributors 
point to an overarching tendency to 
‘securitise migration’, a defensive, 
increasingly militarised strategy 
grounded in the assumption that 
migrants inherently constitute a 
‘threat’ to the socio-economic, po-
litical, and cultural composition of 
a state. In practice, the ‘securitisa-
tion of migration’ propagates pro-
grammes and policies that seek to 
monitor, regulate, control, and de-
flect persons seeking entry through 
the physical fortification of borders, 
the deployment of border intercep-
tion missions; and the use of incen-
tives to outsource border policing 
work to other states.

One particularly disturbing 
trend is the growing use of deten-
tion centres to screen, monitor, and 
potentially deport migrants and 
asylum-seekers. Although states 
distinguish between administrative 
immigration detention and crimi-
nal detention, the overall tactics are 
shared by both regimes. The threat 
of being caught in these nets, and 
the dire consequences that can re-
sult from doing so, are one of the 

main reasons why many remain at 
risk in countries of transit and des-
tination.

The lack of legal pathways out 
of detention as well as efforts to 
circumvent other securitisation 
measures increase people’s suscep-
tibility to exploitation in informal 
labour markets and put them at 
risk of physical harm. The New York 
Declaration unambiguously com-
mits states to creating sustainable 
solutions for migrants and refu-
gees and ending practices that put 
them at risk. “We are determined to 
save lives,” it says. “Our challenge is 
above all moral and humanitarian. 
Equally we are determined to find 
long-term and sustainable solu-
tions. We will combat with all the 
means at our disposal the abuses 
and exploitation suffered by count-
less refugees and migrants in vul-
nerable situations”. Meeting this 
commitment will not be possible 
without reversing the securitisation 
of migration.

The lack of legal pathways out 
of detention as well as efforts to cir-
cumvent other securitisation meas-
ures increase people’s susceptibility 
to exploitation in informal labour 
markets and put them at risk of 
physical harm.

The series will also be looking 
at a set of barriers that specifically 
seek to limit access to asylum and 
subsidiary legal protection, like 
humanitarian status or temporary 
protection status. A host of meas-
ures including the creation of exter-
nal processing centres and the rati-

fication of readmission agreements 
with ‘safe third countries’ constitute 
an increasing effort by states to cir-
cumvent core responsibilities in the 
U.N. Refugee Convention and Op-
tional Protocol, and to limit access 
to asylum.

Against the background of these 
deterrents, the call for ‘safe passage’ 
initiatives, programmes, and move-
ments that facilitate mobility is be-
coming ever louder. While refugee 
rights activists mobilise under the 
banner of ‘safe passage’ to enact 
programmes that facilitate access 
to asylum, groups pushing more 
broadly for safe, legal migration 
pathways regardless of the reason 
for movement have taken to using 
this term as well.

In this way, ‘safe passage’ has 
become a central (and centrist) ral-
lying call for more legal pathways to 
mobility, but it is also in danger of 
becoming an empty slogan – cham-
pioned by all but devoid of direc-
tion. Calls for safe passage must be 
accompanied by clear articulations 
of what is being demanded, for 
whom, and practical solutions to 
get there. To forward that conversa-
tion, we end the series Searching for 
safe passage with a set of case stud-
ies on precisely that: the mecha-
nisms, initiatives, and programmes 
being trialled today by activists to 
hold open substantive ‘safe pas-
sage’ for migrants, refugees, and 
asylum-seekers alike.

The member states of the Unit-
ed Nations have committed them-
selves to creating separate global 
compacts for migrants and refu-
gees within the next two years. This 
does not mean that everybody sit-
ting at the table will have migrants’ 
and refugees’ best interests at heart. 
Civil society groups and NGOs will 
attempt to fill this role, but they will 
face a tough battle against govern-
mental security hawks pushing 
hard for higher and thicker walls.

If securitisation wins the day 
the UN will have done more than 
fail on the promises it articulated 
in the New York Declaration. It 
will have also endorsed a system 
whereby migrants and refugees are 
forced to attempt dangerous cross-
ings into lands where – unless they 
find a way to regularise their status 
– they will live lives of perpetual in-
security and at risk of exploitation. 
And the search for safe passage will 
continue.

‘Democracy Retreating in Southeast Asia, India Must Play Bigger Role’ 

Global Compacts, Detention Centres, and Safe Passage: Can the World Change Course on Migration?



NEWS IN BRIEF
LeT militant killed in Kashmir 
Srinagar, Feb. 27 (PTI): A Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) mili-
tant, believed to be from Pakistan, who was injured in 
a gunfight with security forces in north Kashmir’s 
Bandipora district yesterday, has succumbed to inju-
ries, police said. There was exchange of fire between 
the militants and the security forces in Bon Mollah 
village of Hajan in Bandipora district yesterday. After 
the firing stopped, a search was conducted, but no 
dead body was recovered, a police spokesman said 
today. Later, it was learnt that one LeT militant was 
injured in the encounter and this morning police came 
to know about the death of the said militant, he said. 
Since the body was already in the village, a request was 
made to the villagers to handover the body to police, 
the spokesman said. Meanwhile, the body was buried 
amidst a procession led by some miscreants, he said. 
The police are ascertaining the identity of the militant 
who is understood to be not a local, the spokesman 
said, adding necessary legal action has also been 
initiated against the people who led the protest and 
instigated the public.

AIMPLB plans silent march 
against triple talaq legislation 
Jaipur, Feb. 27 (PTI): Terming the triple talaq legislation 
as “defective”, the All India Muslim Personal Law board 
today demanded the Centre withdraw it in the interest 
of Muslim women. The board also announced a silent 
march of Muslim women will be taken out here tomor-
row in support of its demands. “It is a totally defective 
bill and not only against the Constitution but also 
against Islamic principles. A large number of Muslim 
women are worried and lot of protests are on across 
the country against the bill, AIMPLB secretary, Umrain 
Mahfooz, said at a press conference here. He said that 
the board had written to the prime minister expressing 
concerns over the bill but there was no response. There 
are several provisions in the bill which, if it becomes 
an Act, will create and enhance problems for Muslim 
women, he claimed. Board member Yasmin Farooqui 
said a large number of Muslim women will take out a 
silent march tomorrow against the bill. The bill is anti-
women, anti children. 
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Nirav Modi’s Firestar Diamond 
files for bankruptcy in US 

Sohrabuddin Sheikh case has claimed 
another judge — Rahul Gandhi 

India and Jordan’s joint venture against extremism to be deliberated

One GST rate won’t work in ‘tax 
non-compliant’ India — Jaitley

Delhi CS attends first official meeting 
with CM after alleged assault 

Tamil Nadu parties condemn 
Centre on Cauvery board issue

PM dubs Siddaramaiah govt. “seeda Rupaiya (money first) sarkar” 

‘Make in India’ for defence floundering, says def. min ‘report’

Prime Minister Modi receives king of Jordan Abdullah II bin Al-Hussien on Tuesday,feb.27.

Arun Jaitley

New York, Feb. 27 (PTI): India’s 
biggest bank fraud accused Nirav 
Modi’s international jewellery 
business has filed for bankruptcy 
in the US.

Firestar Diamond, Inc filed 
the Chapter 11 voluntary petition 
in the New York Southern Bank-
ruptcy Court yesterday, according 
to the court filing.

The case has been assigned to 
Judge Sean H. Lane and an “order 
for relief entered”.

Firestar Diamond, which on 
its website states that its opera-
tions span the US, Europe, the 
Middle East, the Far East and In-
dia, blamed liquidity and supply 
chain challenges.

It listed up to USD 100 million 
in assets and debt, the court docu-
ment said.

In its eight-page petition filed 
by its sole director Mihir Bhansali, 
Firestar Diamond said that in the 
judgement of the Director, “it is 
desirable and in the best interests 
of the Company, its respective 
creditors, and other interested 
parties that a petition be filed by 
the Company seeking relief under 
the provisions of Chapter 11 of 
Title 11 of the United States.”

The court papers do not men-
tion the name of its founder Nirav 
Modi or his uncle Mehul Choski, 
both of whom are charged with 
bank fraud running into nearly 

USD2 billion.
An e-mail sent to the com-

pany’s attorney Klestadt Winters 
Jureller remained unanswered.

On its website, Firestar Dia-
mond states that it was founded 
in 1999 as a loose diamond sup-
plier and expanded into jewel-
lery manufacturing in 2001. It 
acquired Frederick Goldman 
diamond jewellery to get a private 
label and enter the US national 
retail market.

Thereafter, it expanded US 
distribution and set up a Belgium 
unit in 2009. In 2010, the firm 
launched ‘Nirav Modi ultra-luxury 
diamond jewellery brand’, it said.

The website did not provide 

ownership pattern of Firestar 
Diamond.

Modi, his uncle Mehul Choksi 
and firms linked to them are al-
leged to have defrauded Punjab 
National Bank (PNB) of close to 
USD 2 billion (Rs 12,717 crore).

The jewellers and companies 
linked to them had allegedly col-
luded with PNB officers to obtain 
fake bank guarantees to get loans 
from overseas branches of Indian 
banks, including Allahabad Bank, 
Axis Bank and UCO Bank.

The bankruptcy filing includes 
Firestar’s A. Jaffe Inc wedding jew-
ellery affiliate and Fantasy Inc af-
filiate, and estimates the numbers 
of creditors at between 50 to 99.

New Delhi, Feb. 27 (PTI): Congress Presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi today raked up the 
Sohrabuddin Sheikh case saying it has 
claimed yet another judge, after the pleas 
in the matter were assigned to a new 
single-judge bench of the Bombay High 
Court. He also cited media reports that the 
judge hearing the case has been replaced, 
and tagged on Twitter the report entitled 
“Sohrabuddin Sheikh case: Fresh ques-
tions as judge who lifted media gag and 
slammed CBI is replaced”.

He also referred to the issue of death of 
CBI judge BG Loya, who was earlier hear-
ing the case and used the hashtag “#How-
DidLoyaDie?” with his tweet.

A batch of petitions challenging the 
discharge of some senior IPS officers in the 
alleged fake encounter case of Sohrabud-
din Shaikh were assigned to a new single-
judge bench of the Bombay High Court, 
three weeks after Justice Dere started day-

to-day hearing in the matter.
A notice published on the high court 

website this evening said that Justice Re-
vati Mohite-Dere, who was dealing with 
the petitions, will no longer hear criminal 
revision applications. Apart from Justice 
Mohite-Dere, the assignment of cases of 
some other judges has also been changed.

Sohrabuddin Shaikh, a gangster with 
alleged terror links, and his wife Kausar Bi 
were killed in a suspected fake encounter 
by the Gujarat police in November 2005.

Shaikh’s aide Tulsiram Prajapati was 
killed in another alleged fake encounter 
by the Gujarat and Rajasthan police in 
December 2006.

BJP president Amit Shah, , who was 
the home minister of Gujarat at the time 
of the alleged encounter, was among 15 
persons who were discharged by the CBI 
court in Mumbai between August 2016 
and September 2017.

Dimapur, Feb. 27 (EMN): 
India gears up to welcome 
the King of Jordan Abdul-
lah II bin Al-Hussein who 
is on a 3-day visit to the 
country starting on Febru-
ary 27 to discuss the entire 
gamut of bilateral relations 
as well as regional and in-
ternational issues of mu-
tual interest.

“This visit is a tes-
timony to India’s ‘Think 
West’policy getting ro-
bust and more vigorous, 
as it comes within a few 
weeks of PM Modi’s transit 
through Amman to Pales-
tine. The remarkable visit 
by the Indian Prime Minis-
ter to West Asia earlier this 
month, which included 
Jordan, the UAE and Oman, 
was described as ‘history in 
the making’. On the first 
leg of his tour of West Asia, 
PM Modi met with King 
Abdullah II in Amman. 
This was the first visit by 
an Indian Prime Minis-
ter to Jordan in 30 years.  
Detailing how countries 
like India have escaped 
jihadist influences due to 
the most moderate and 
tolerant strand of Islam—
non-TakfiriHanafiIslam 
—being largely practiced 
in the country, the book 
includes a complete chap-
ter on the “Crisis of ISIS”. It 
holds vital significance not 
only because it has been 
authored by the Prince 
Ghazi bin Muhammad 

New Delhi, Feb. 27 (IANS): 
Union Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley on Tuesday 
said that India being a 
“significantly tax non-
compliant” country, with 
wide socio-economic di-
versities, it cannot have 
a single GST rate in near 
future.

However, he said, the 
government was moving 
towards rationalisation of 
the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) structure, which 
would pick up more pace 
once tax compliance im-
proves.

“India has been a 
significantly tax non-
compliant country. And 
therefore, the compliance 
standards in India have to 
be first improved. 

“Also, in a society like 
India where you still have 
a significant population 
which is deprived or below 
the poverty line, a single 
(GST) rate can’t work,” 
Jaitley said at “India-Korea 
Business Summit” here. 

He said that being the 

New Delhi, Feb. 27 (PTI): 
Chief Secretary Anshu 
Prakash today attended a 
Cabinet meeting to finalise 
dates for the Delhi Assem-
bly’s Budget Session, his 
first official meet with Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
since he was allegedly as-
saulted by AAP MLAs last 
week.

Hours before the meet-
ing, Prakash in a letter to 
Kejriwal, said he would 
attend it to discuss impor-
tant budget matters, as-
suming that the chief min-
ister ensures “no physical 
attack and verbal assault” 
on officers attending the 
meet.

This is the first meeting 
of the chief secretary with 
Kejriwal since the alleged 
assault on him by some 
AAP MLAs at the chief min-
ister’s residence on Febru-
ary 19.

In his letter, Prakash 
said, “A meeting of the 
Council of Ministers has 
been scheduled (today) 
to discuss important mat-
ters of finalisation of dates 

for the Budget Session of 
the Delhi Legislative As-
sembly.” 

“Since finalising the 
dates of the Budget Ses-
sion and passing of the 
budget are important for 
the functioning of gov-
ernment, I along with of-
ficers concerned, will be 
attending the meeting,” 
he said.

Prakash said that he 
hoped that in the Cabinet 
meeting, proper decorum 
would be maintained and 
dignity of officers would be 
protected.

In another develop-
ment, the Delhi Court has 
refused to grant bail to AAP 
legislator Prakash Jarwal 
who was arrested in con-
nection with the alleged 
assault on Prakash.

Officials in the national 
capital, including those 
belonging to the IAS, DAN-
ICS and DASS cadre, are 
communicating with the 
ministers only through 
written means since the 
alleged assault on the chief 
secretary.

Chennai, Feb. 27 (IANS): Two opposi-
tion parties in Tamil Nadu on Tuesday 
expressed “shock” over what they called 
the Centre’s “dithering” over the setting up 
of the Cauvery Management Board (CMB) 
as per the Supreme Court order.

In a statement here, PMK founder 
S. Ramadoss said Union Minister Nitin 
Gadkari’s statement on the issue was 
“shocking” and “it seemed the central gov-
ernment is washing its hands off the issue”.

On Monday, Shipping and Water Re-
sources Minister Gadkari had allegedly 
declined to give an assurance on setting up 
the CMB, maintaining that it is a “complex 
task”.

The apex court on February 16 had or-
dered the central government to set up the 

CMB and the Cauvery Water Regulatory 
Committee within six weeks. He said both 
the Congress and the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty have been cheating Tamil Nadu when it 
comes to the Cauvery river water dispute.

Ramadoss said instead of waiting fur-
ther, Chief Minister K. Palaniswami should 
lead an all-party delegation to meet Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on the matter and 
take necessary steps to see that the CMB 
is set up.

DMK leader M.K. Stalin also con-
demned Gadkari’s views in a tweet.

The Supreme Court had reduced 
Tamil Nadu’s share in the Cauvery water to 
177.25 thousand million cubic feet, down 
from 192 TMC allocated by a tribunal in 
2007.

Davangere (Karnataka), Feb. 27 
(PTI): In a blistering attack on the 
Siddaramaiah government in Kar-
nataka, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi today dubbed it as “seeda 
Rupaiya sarkar” (money first) 
which should not be allowed to 
continue ‘even for a minute’.

“It is now certain that this Kar-
nataka government will go,” he told 
a BJP farmers’ rally here, asserting 
that there was public anger against 
the Siddaramaiah regime.

The rally was organised to syn-
chronise with the 75th birthday of 
state BJP President B S Yeddyurap-
pa, who is being projected as the 
party’s chief ministerial candidate 
for the upcoming assembly elec-
tions in the state.

Charging that everything was 

happening for a price in Karna-
taka, Modi mocked the Siddara-
maiah government as “a seeda 
Rupaiya sarkar”.

“You have such a chief Minister 
here. Some people feel that in Kar-
nataka there is Siddaramaiah gov-
ernment. But the fact is that here 
there is seeda Rupaiya sarkar. In 
every thing there is seeda Rupaiya, 
only then work happens,” the 
Prime Minister said.

Modi posed to the crowd, “You 
tell me do you want this seeda 
Rupaiya culture? Do you want 
seeda Rupaiya kaarnaama? Will a 
common man get justice only from 
this seeda Rupaiya?”

“That is the reason now, that 
in Karnataka instead of seeda 
Rupaiya business there should be 

a government that listens to its 
people and does their work.”

Stepping up his attack on the 
Siddaramaiah government on graft 
and blaming the Congress culture 
for the ills facing the country, Modi 
said the situation had now come 
to such pass that because of the 
“weight of their own sins, let alone 
Karnataka, they will not be able to 
save the Congress.”

“You see across the country. 
Whenever the people have got 
an opportunity they have first 
removed Congress. Because the 
country has come to know that the 
root cause for all our ills is Congress 
culture and when there is congress 
culture, every thing that we see is 
not good ..nothing good we can 
see,” he said.

In Karnataka, Modi said, the 
people were eager to see the exit 
of the Siddaramaiah government.

“I have travelled to a couple of 
places in the state. I have seen the 
mood of the people. I have seen 
the anger against this government. 
Every one is worried about this 
government. This was the third 
visit of Modi in about a month 
to Karnataka, where the party is 
seeking to return to power in the 
elections, expected to be held in 
April/May.

“In this country there was nev-
er a raid on residence of any sitting 
minister. Here in their houses you 
get diaries, money. You get bundles 
of notes from houses of lead-
ers. Where did this money come 
from?”

New Delhi, Feb. 27 (IANS): 
The much-vaunted ‘Make 
in India’ initiative for the 
defence sector is floun-
dering for a variety of rea-
sons, including lack of 
accountability, too many 
decision points, and a 
tendency to find fault, 
according to a Defence 
Ministry presentation.

According to sourc-
es, the presentation was 
made by Minister of State 
for Defence Subhash 
Bhamre for Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi late 
last year and points to 
staggering delays in pro-
curement, blaming it also 
on a disjointed approach, 
lack of planning and poor 
coordination, among a 
range of other issues.

IANS could not elicit 
an official comment on 
the presentation from the 
Defence Ministry.

The presentation con-
tended that, more than a 
year after the new Defence 
Procurement Procedure 
(DPP) -- the guidebook 
on defence procurement 
-- pushed for domestic 
defence manufacturing, 

acquisitions under the 
Buy and Make in India 
category still take the 
longest to fructify, while 
the least time is taken by 
the Buy Global category 
acquisitions.

It said the defence 
procurement procedure 
“continues to languish” 
because of “procedural 
delays” and suffered from 
“multiple and diffused 
structures” and that there 
was “no single-point ac-
countability, multiple 
decision-heads, dupli-
cation of processes, de-
layed comments, delayed 
execution, no real-time 
monitoring, no project-
based approach and a 
tendency to fault-find 
rather than to facilitate”.

The presentat ion 
noted that out of 144 
schemes contracted dur-
ing the last three financial 
years -- since the Nation-
al Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) came to power 
-- only 8-10 per cent were 
concluded within the 
stipulated time period. 

The average time tak-
en by these 133 schemes 

was 52 months -- more 
than twice the laid-down 
time-frame. 

Citing an example of 
delay, it said once a deal 
is at the Request for Pro-
posal (RFP) stage -- which 
is a letter inviting compet-
ing vendors -- the average 
time taken to clear files is 
120 weeks -- against a tar-
get of 37 weeks laid down 
by the ministry in 2016.

It  said the armed 
forces continue to view 
the Ministry’s Acquisi-
tion Wing “as an obstacle 
rather than a facilitator” 
and pointed to the need 
for a “tectonic change” in 
mindset of the ministry’s 
officialdom.

The 27-point presen-
tation, sources said, also 
suggested the planning 
task for the three services 
needs to be further syn-
ergised, and stressed the 
need for scientific models 
to formulate plans.

The presentation also 
blamed delays on factors 
such as repeated que-
ries, delays in assessing 
vendors and submitting 
comments.

reason, the government 
started with multiple rates 
and was now moving to-
wards rationalisation.

“In the first stage of 
rationalisation process, 
we are thinning out the 
28 per cent bracket. Af-
ter we have thinned the 
28 per cent and are able 
to improve compliance 
levels, then the second 
stage of reform of further 
consolidating other rates 
would begin - with two 
rates merging into one,” 
the Finance Minister said.

Inviting delegates 
from South Korea to invest 

in India, Jaitley said India 
would continue to remain 
among the fastest growing 
economies in the world.

“India has demon-
strated that even in a glo-
bal environment of ad-
versity, it has the potential 
to continue to reform, to 
take difficult decisions 
and maintain a high tra-
jectory growth,” he said.

Jaitley added that a 
seven to eight per cent 
growth rate was the nor-
mal expectation of Indians 
who believe the actual 
potential for Indian econ-
omy is much higher.

who is descendant of the 
Prophet (pbuh), an asset 
to the HashimiteKingdom 
of Jordan and an eminent 
Islamic scholar engaged 
in rigorous research and 
intellectual activism on 
counter-extremism, but 
also because the book’s 
foreword has been written 
by the King himself, who is 
known for his global effort 
of deradicalisation. He is 
also custodian of the Al-Aq-
sa mosque, the third holiest 
site in Islam, located in the 
Old City of Jerusalem.

 In his visit to Amman, 
Prime Minister Modi-
vowed to boost India-
Jordan ties, especially in 
security and intelligence, 
defence, trade and invest-

ment. Counter-extremism 
is obviously an impor-
tant area of cooperation 
as both the countries are 
at the forefront of the fight 
against global jihadism 
and Islamic State’s extrem-
ism. In fact, after the fall of 
ISIS in its de facto capital 
Raqqa, return of ISIS fight-
ers greatly worries both 
Jordan and India. 

“According to counter-
terrorism officials, several 
ISIS fighters of Indian ori-
gin will now try to return 
to India. After the loss of 
its occupied territory, ISIS 
sympathizers, who had 
travelled to Iraq, Syria or 
Afghanistan in groups or 
individually, seem to plan 
their extremist activities 

in rural areas. The latest 
arrest of the ISIS-linked 
couple of Indian origin 
who hoisted the ISIS flag at 
a modest homestead in a 
rural area in South Africa is 
a sign that ISIS fighters are 
making attempts to work 
in rural areas. Similarly, the 
arrest of several IS suspects 
upon their return from 
Turkey to India, killing of 
ISIS recruit from Kerala’s 
Kannur while fighting in 
Syria, and the Indian-origin 
ISIS militant ‘New Jihadi 
John’ hint that Islamic State 
is still active and many of its 
fighters attempt to return 
to their countries of origin”, 
it stated.

 Notably, when King 
Abdullah launched the 

“Aqaba” process of de-rad-
icalisation, Prime Minsiter-
Modi, as part of the Aqaba 
meetings, instituted new 
mechanisms for coopera-
tion in counter-extremism. 
It appears now that not 
only Muslim countries, 
even Indian government 
is cognizant that counter-
extremism is not possible 
without engaging with the 
community’s leaders to 
guide the vulnerable sec-
tions, and that without ex-
plaining the true essence of 
Islam, any effort aimed at 
de-radicalization will prove 
futile. In this context, one 
is reminded of the PM’s 
keynote address at World 
Sufi Forum in which he 
recounted the 99 names 
of Allah and remarkably 
stated: “When we think of 
the 99 names of Allah, none 
stands for violence, and 
that the first two names 
denote the Compassionate 
and the Merciful (Rahman 
and Raheem)”. Quoting 
from the world’s greatest 
Sufis and the tallest of In-
dian ulema and Sufi schol-
ars, PM averred that “Islam 
rejected violence and the 
idea of division on the basis 
of religion” and that Sufism 
in India is the voice of co-
existence, altruistic service 
to mankind and composite 
nationalism.

According to the media 
reports, in Jordanian King’s 
special address at Delhi’s 

VigyanBhawan, India’s reli-
gious plurality will be high-
lighted as key to success in 
mitigating the influence of 
extremist Islamist groups 
such as ISIS and al-Qaeda. 
An official involved in the 
planning of the visit has re-
portedly said:’The King has 
personally chosen to give 
this address in Delhi, as Jor-
dan has studied how India 
has been able to avoid the 
threats from ISIS and other 
groups’”, it added.  

Since India and Jor-
dan share counter-terror 
strategies, their bilateral 
ties will be well received 
in combating the forces 
of radicalism. This reflects 
their conviction that the 
scourge of terrorism and 
violent extremism can-
not be dealt with by force 
alone but that a counter-
ideology of amity, concord 
and harmony is urgently 
needed. 

Several  Indian Is-
lamic scholars including  
A.P Aboobacker Musli-
yar of Kerala, Maulana 
MahmoodMadani and 
Prof.Akhtarul Wasey were 
among the participants 
of the Amman Message 
against Takfirism. They 
strongly believe that if the 
Amman Message is truly 
practiced in its letter and 
spirit, it would put an end 
to the pernicious spate of 
violent extremism, it fur-
ther added. 
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Donald Trump

US Supreme Court rejects Trump 
administration’s appeal in Dreamers case

Fresh clashes in Syria’s Eastern 
Ghouta breach Russian-backed truce 

Afghan Taliban calls for direct talks with US 

Philippines asks UN to drop current 
special rapporteur from probe

Government, military shake up in Saudi 
Arabia amid unpopular Yemen war 

Missing Italians sold by Mexican 
police — Families claim

UN adopts Russian-drafted 
resolution on Yemen sanctions

Labour Party’s Brexit plan 
sparks debate in Britain

PML-N elects Shehbaz Sharif 
as interim party president

Xi term limit proposal sparks rare public dissent in China

Washington, Feb. 27 
(IANS): The US Supreme 
Court refused on Monday 
to take up the Trump ad-
ministration’s appeal of 
a lower court ruling that 
requires it to continue a 
programme that protects 
hundreds of thousands of 
young immigrants from 
deportation.

In an unusual move, 
the Trump administration 
has asked the Supreme 
Court to intervene in the 
case before a federal ap-
peals court had ruled.

US President Donald 
Trump announced an end 
to the programme in Sep-
tember last year but gave 
Congress six months to 
find a legislative alterna-
tive.

While protections for 
the “Dreamers” were due to 
start phasing out in March, 
Congress has so far failed to 
pass legislation to address 
their fates.

Last month, San Fran-
cisco-based US District 
Judge William Alsup ruled 
that the government must 
continue to process re-
newals of existing DACA 

applications. 
A second judge in New 

York issued a similar in-
junction earlier this month.

The injunctions are 
due to be heard by fed-
eral appeals courts but the 
process could take months 
or years, prompting the 
Trump administration’s 
move to take it directly to 
the Supreme Court, which 
rarely accepts appeals ask-
ing them to bypass the 
lower courts.

Following the court’s 
decision, Trump told a 
White House meeting that 
“We’d like to help DACA” 
and criticised the lower 
court.

The White House is-
sued a statement accusing 
the district judge in the 

case of having “unwisely 
interviewed in the legis-
lative process” by acting 
while Congress in debating 
the policy.

H o u s e  M i n o r i t y 
Leader Nancy Pelosi said 
in a statement that the 
Supreme Court’s action 
shows that “rescinding 
DACA was not only legally 
questionable, but also un-
just and cruel.”

DACA, established 
by former US President 
Barack Obama in 2012, was 
an immigration policy that 
allowed some individuals 
who entered the US as mi-
nors, mostly illegally, to re-
ceive a renewable two-year 
period of deferred action 
from deportation and to be 
eligible for a work permit.

Beirut, Feb. 27 (IANS): 
The morning calm that 
prevailed in a rebel-held 
enclave near Damascus as 
a Russian-backed cease-
fire came into force on 
Tuesday following days of 
relentless bombardment 
by the Syrian government 
has been interrupted by 
fresh rocket fire and air-
strikes, the UN and activ-
ists said.

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin request-
ed that his regional ally 
Bashar al-Assad reel in 
his government’s bomb-
ing campaign on Eastern 
Ghouta for a period of five 
hours daily, effectively 
undermining a UN Se-
curity Council resolution 
to implement a 30-day 
ceasefire across the en-
tirety of Syria. 

But the spokesman 
for the UN’s humanitar-

ian office, Jens Laerke, 
told a press conference 
in Geneva that he had 
received reports of fresh 
clashes in Eastern Ghouta 
early Tuesday, meaning 
humanitarian aid con-
voys could not enter the 
blockaded zone, Efe news 
reported.

The Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights, a 
United Kingdom-based 
watchdog, said warplanes 
carried out airstrikes and 
helicopters dropped bar-
rel bombs over the region 
despite the order to halt 
hostilities, resulting in the 
death of one minor.

Over 500 people were 
killed in Eastern Ghouta 
in the week leading up 
to the fragile truce as As-
sad’s regime and his al-
lies ramped up a military 
campaign against the 
rebel-controlled territory 

by deploying an almost in-
cessant barrage of shells, 
missiles and aerial attacks 
in what was one of the 
“most violent episodes” of 
the Syrian Civil War so far. 

Much of the civilian 
infrastructure in cities like 
Douma was pummelled 
into ruin by the tirade and 
medical supplies in the 
few field hospitals that re-
main in operation are run-
ning dry after four years of 
government siege.

Eastern Ghouta is 
mere kilometres away 
from Damascus, the heart 
of the Assad regime. 

The UN has requested 
that humanitarian corri-
dors be created to evacu-
ate the sick and wounded 
as well as to provide des-
perately needed humani-
tarian aid to the roughly 
400,000 people trapped in 
Eastern Ghouta.

Kabul, Feb. 27 (PTI/AFP): 
The Taliban has called for 
direct talks with the US to 
find a “peaceful solution” 
to the conflict in Afghani-
stan, in an apparent policy 
reversal after months of 
escalating attacks.

Civilian casualties 
surged in recent months 
as militants from the Tali-
ban, as well as Islamic State 
group, unleashed a wave of 
bloodshed in urban areas 
and on security forces in re-
sponse to a new open-end-
ed military policy by US 
President Donald Trump.

In a statement posted 
last night, the Taliban said 
it “calls on American of-
ficials to talk directly to the 
Political Office of Islamic 
Emirate regarding a peace-
ful solution to the Afghan 
quandary”, using its official 
name.

There has been no re-
sponse to the offer from 
US officials, who have his-
torically insisted any talks 

Manila, Feb. 27 (IANS): 
The Philippines will co-
operate with a UN inves-
tigation into the war on 
drugs of President Rodrigo 
Duterte only if the cur-
rent special rapporteur 
on extrajudicial execu-
tions, Agnes Callamard, 
is excluded from it, the 
presidential office said on 
Tuesday.

The Philippines will 
not oppose an investiga-
tion into the anti-drug 
campaign -- in which over 
7,000 people have been 
killed in a year and a half -- 
if the UN sends a credible, 
objective and unbiased 
special rapporteur, who 
is an expert in the field, 
presidential spokesperson 

Harry Roque told the me-
dia in Manila.

“Definitely not Agnes 
(Callamard),” said Roque 
referring to the special 
rapporteur, whom Du-
terte had threatened to 
slap last year.

Callamard had ac-
cused the Philippines of 
extrajudicial killings dur-
ing the war on drugs that 
was launched by the presi-
dent after he took office 
in June 2016, Efe news 
reported.

In December, the gov-
ernment had rejected the 
accusation as arbitrary 
and demanded an apol-
ogy.

The government had 
also asked the UN official 

not to return to the coun-
try uninvited.

More than 3,900 sus-
pects have been killed by 
the police since Duterte 
launched his crusade 
against drugs, accord-
ing to official figures, al-
though the actual number 
is estimated to be higher 
than 7,000, and includes 
k i l l ings  by  v ig i lante 
groups.

Besides the UN and 
the EU, several countries 
and international organi-
sations such as Amnesty 
International and Hu-
man Rights Watch have 
denounced the human 
rights violations and ir-
regularities in Duterte’s 
campaign.

Riyadh, Feb. 27 (IANS): The Saudi King has 
sacked the country’s Army Chief and other 
top generals and named new ministers 
and governors across the kingdom in a 
major shake-up in the government and 
military leadership amid a three-year-war 
with Shia Muslim rebels in Yemen.

A series of royal decrees approved by 
King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud on 
Monday night announced the changes as 
part of a wider shake-up in royal advisory 
positions and provincial governorships in 
the government, especially in the Defence 
Ministry.

The surprising changes came ahead 
of a visit to the UK, the US and France by 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, 
also the Defence Minister, amid global 
protests against Saudi Arabia’s conduct of 
the war in Yemen.

According to the decrees, Saudi Armed 
Forces Chief General Abdulrahman al-
Banyan and Air Force Commander Mo-
hammed al-Qatibi were asked to retire 
and six generals were promoted to be 
appointed for senior commander posts.

General Abdulrahman al-Banyan, 
previously Chief of the Joint Staff of Saudi 
Arabia’s armed forces, was appointed to be 
an adviser to the royal court, Saudi Arabia’s 
Al Arabiya reported. 

He was set to be replaced by Lieuten-
ant General Fahd bin Turki, formerly in 
charge of the country’s ground forces.

The war has left thousands of com-
batants and non-combatants dead since 
2015.

Mohammed bin Salman’s visit to Brit-
ain, France and the US next week will be 
the most exhaustive foreign tour since he 
took up in July last year.

According to the British media reports, 
protests were being organised against 
the UK’s military support to Saudi armed 
forces amid the Yemen war.

The sacking of top generals and sweep-
ing changes in the government are seen 
as another bid by the 32-year-old Crown 
Prince to consolidate power after he 
ordered the arrests of many princes and 
ministers in a corruption purge in Novem-
ber last year. 

Most of them have been released after 
settling claims with the government.

The Saudi intervention in the Yemen 
conflict was Mohammed bin Salman’s 
initiative -- one of the first indications 
of just how dramatically he was going to 
break away from the country’s traditional 
caution.

The cost for Yemen itself has been a 
humanitarian disaster, while it has also 
drained Saudi coffers in a time of austerity.

Prince Turki bin Talal was appointed 
new Deputy Governor of the southwest 
Asir province. He is the brother of billion-
aire Prince Alwaleed bin Talal, who was 
detained in the anti-corruption drive and 
released two months later.

This is another sweeping overhaul of 
Saudi institutions that has become the 
hallmark of the reign of King Salman, al-
though the driving force is once again his 
son and heir, Crown Prince.

Mexico City, Feb. 27 
(IANS): The families of 
three Italians who dis-
appeared on January 31 
from Mexico’s Jalisco state 
have claimed that they 
were sold by the police to 
a criminal gang for 1,000 
pesos ($53).

A person known as 
Don Angel, who is al-
legedly linked to the or-
ganised criminal group, 
is believed to have met 
the Italians and paid 
Tecatitlan municipality 
police officers for their 
handover, Francesco 
Russo, the son of Raf-
faele Russo -- one of the 
three missing persons 
-- told Efe news.

Four officers from 
Tecatitlan, in southern 
Jalisco, were arrested on 
Saturday after they con-
fessed to handing over 
Raffaele Russo, his son 
Antonio Russo and neph-
ew Vincenzo Cimmino, 
to members of a criminal 

group.
The Secretary-General 

of the Jalisco government, 
Roberto Lopez Lara, said 
the policemen of three 
other municipalities and 
several civilians were also 
being investigated over 
possible links to the in-
cident.

Lopez Lara said the 
search for the three miss-
ing people was ongoing, 
and that there was no 
way to determine whether 
they were still alive.

The family of the three 
Italians reported them 
missing on February 1.

In a statement, Franc-
esco Russo urged the au-
thorities to speed up the 
search and investigation, 
and called for the arrest 
of Tecatitlan police chief 
Hugo Enrique Martinez 
-- who has been on the 
run since last week -- and 
Hilario Farias Mejia, the 
senior official who was on 
duty on January 31.

United Nations, Feb. 27 
(IANS): The Security Coun-
cil on Monday adopted a 
Russian-drafted resolution 
on a technical rollover of 
the Yemen sanctions re-
gime.

The unanimous vote 
followed a Russian veto 
of a Britain-drafted text 
that contained language of 
Iranian “non-compliance” 
with the UN sanctions re-
gime against individuals 
and entities deemed to be 
engaging in or providing 
support for acts that threat-
en the peace, security or 
stability of Yemen.

In the vote on the Brit-
ain-drafted text, 11 mem-
bers of the council were in 
favour, Russia and Bolivia 
were against, and China 
and Kazakhstan abstained, 
reports Xinhua.

Since Russia is a per-
manent member of the Se-
curity Council, the Britain 
draft failed to be adopted.

The council then put 

to vote the Russian text, 
which won unanimous 
support of the 15 members 
of the council.

The resolution renews 
sanctions against desig-
nated individuals and en-
tities for a year, till Feb. 
26, 2019, and extends the 
mandate of a Panel of Ex-
perts, which is tasked to as-
sist in the implementation 
of the sanctions regime, 
until March 28, 2019. The 
sanctions include an asset 
freeze against designated 
individuals and entities 
and a travel ban.

Yemen has been in 
civil war since 2015, pit-
ting Houthi forces loyal to 
former President Ali Ab-
dullah Saleh and forces 
loyal to the government of 
Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi. 
In December 2017, conflict 
erupted between Houthi 
rebels and Saleh support-
ers, leading to the killing 
of Saleh.

The conflict is also seen 

to involve regional pow-
ers. A Saudi-led military 
coalition is striking Houthi 
rebels, which are allegedly 
supported by Iran. Tehran 
has denied such allega-
tions.

Before the vote on his 
country’s text, British am-
bassador Jonathan Allen 
said the Security Council 
must not ignore the grow-
ing ballistic missile threat 
emanating from Yemen, 
which gravely threatens 
international peace and 
stability.  Missile attacks 
against civilian targets in 
Saudi Arabia are unaccept-
able, he said.

Allen said his country 
was deeply concerned that 
Iran has failed to take nec-
essary measures to prevent 
the direct or indirect supply 
of short-range ballistic mis-
siles, missile propellents 
and unmanned aerial ve-
hicles to Houthi rebels in 
Yemen, as reported by the 
Panel of Experts.

London, Feb. 27 (IANS): 
British Foreign Secretary 
Boris Johnson claimed on 
Monday that Britain would 
become a colony of the 
European Union (EU) un-
der a potential trade deal 
outlined by Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn.

The Brexit-supporting 
cabinet minister joined a 
chorus of what was divid-
ed opinion after Corbyn, 
leader of Britain’s main 
opposition party, outlined 
Labour’s Brexit strategy, 
reports Xinhua.

Corbyn, in a key-note 
speech in Coventry, said 
Labour would seek to ne-
gotiate a new comprehen-
sive Britain-EU customs 
union to ensure that there 
are no tariffs with Europe 
and to help avoid any need 
for a hard border in North-
ern Ireland.

Under current EU 
rules, membership of the 
customs union and the 
European single market 

would mean Britain having 
to accept free movement of 
people across the 500-mil-
lion population bloc.

Prime Minister Theresa 
May has consistently re-
jected such a deal.

The Guardian, in its 
commentary, said Corbyn 
has not given a speech on 
Brexit for about a year and 
in the House of Commons 
he often avoids the subject.

J o h n s o n  d i d  n o t 
mince his words, attack-
ing Corbyn’s proposals: 
“Crumbling Corbyn be-
trays Leave voters, and all 
because he wants to win 
a commons vote. Cynical 
and deluded.”

Carolyn Fairbairn, Con-
federation of British Indus-
try (CBI) Director-General, 
said the Labour leader’s 
commitment to a customs 
union will put jobs and 
living standards first by 
remaining in a close eco-
nomic relationship with 
the EU.

Islamabad, Feb .27 (IANS): 
The Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
on Tuesday appointed 
Punjab Chief Minister She-
hbaz Sharif as its acting 
president while former 
Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif was named the par-
ty’s “Quaid (leader) for life”.

The announcement 
was made in PML-N’s Cen-
tral Working Committee 
(CWC) meeting in Lahore 
which was presided over 
by Nawaz Sharif. Prime 
Minister Shahid Khaqan 
Abbasi, the former Prime 
Minister’s daughter Mar-
yam Nawaz and the Punjab 
Chief Minister’s son Hamza 
Shehbaz were also present, 
Geo News reported.

Shehbaz Sharif, said 
to be a consensus choice 
for the top party position, 
would become permanent 
president after intra-party 
elections are held within 45 

days, the report said. 
Nawaz Sharif put his 

weight behind his younger 
brother for performing well 
in Punjab and keeping the 
party united by dint of his 
“exceptional qualities”.

Soon after the decision 
was taken, Maryam Nawaz 
tweeted a picture of her fa-
ther and uncle embracing 
one another. 

“We are Alhamdolilah 
ONE. We stand united. 
PML-N stands united,” 
she tweeted. 

Meanwhile, the pro-
posal to elect Nawaz Sharif 
as “Quaid” of the party for 
life was pitched by PML-
N Chairman Raja Zafarul 
Haq, Abbasi and Shehbaz 
Sharif.

The office of the party 
president fell vacant last 
week after the Supreme 
Court revoked clause 203 
of the Election Act, 2017, 
holding Nawaz Sharif 

“ineligible” to retain the 
PML-N presidency owing 
to his disqualification on 
July 28 as the Prime Min-
ister as well as a member 
of the Parliament in the 
so-called Panama Papers 
scandal. 

According to Dawn 
newspaper, the top court 
ruling had rendered all 
decisions Nawaz Sharif 
had taken in the capacity 
of the party chief as “null 
and void”. 

This raises a question 
mark over the legal status 
of PML-N’s CWC, which 
has 109 members nomi-
nated by the former Prime 
Minister while he was party 
president.

However, the PML-N’s 
Information Secretary said 
that only those CWC mem-
bers who were elected be-
fore the July 28 decision 
had been called for Tues-
day’s meeting.

Beijing, Feb. 27 (PTI/AP): In a rare 
public expression of dissent in China, 
a well-known political commentator 
and a prominent businesswoman 
have penned open letters urging 
lawmakers to reject a plan that would 
allow President Xi Jinping to rule 
indefinitely.

Their impassioned statements on 
a popular messaging app were cir-
culated widely after the ruling Com-
munist Party announced a proposal 
Sunday to scrap term limits on the 
president and vice president.

In a statement yesterday on We-
Chat to Beijing’s members of China’s 
rubber-stamp parliament, Li Datong, 
a former editor for the state-run 
China Youth Daily, wrote that lifting 
term limits would “sow the seeds of 
chaos.” “If there are no term limits on 
a country’s highest leader, then we are 
returning to an imperial regime,” Li 
told The Associated Press today.

“My generation has lived through 
Mao. That era is over. How can we 
possibly go back to it?” Wang Ying, a 
businesswoman who has advocated 
for government reforms, wrote on 
WeChat that the Communist Party’s 
proposal was “an outright betrayal” 

and “against the tides.”
“I know that you (the govern-

ment) will dare to do anything,” she 
wrote, “and one ordinary person’s 
voice is certainly useless. But I am 
a Chinese citizen, and I don’t plan 
on leaving. This is my motherland 
too!” An official in the information 
department of the Standing Com-
mittee of the legislative body, the 
National People’s Congress, said 
today that he was not aware of the 
open letters.

The congress is all but certain to 
pass the constitutional amendment 
when it meets for its annual session 
early next month, at which it will 
grant Xi a second five-year term and 
appoint new ministers and other 
government officials.

Under the 1982 constitution, the 
president is limited to two five-year 
terms in office, but Xi “already China’s 
most powerful leader since Mao” 
appears to want additional terms to 
see through his agenda of fighting 
corruption, eliminating poverty and 
transforming China into a modern 
leading nation by midcentury.

Government and party spokes-
men have yet to offer any detailed 

explanations on the reasoning and 
motivation behind the dropping of 
term limits. Nor is it clear whether Xi 
will seek to remain president for life 
or will only stay on for a set number 
of additional terms.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Lu 
Kang yesterday said that the proposal 
“was made in accordance with new 
situation and the practice of uphold-
ing and developing socialism with 
Chinese characteristics in the new 
era.”

In a commentary today, the of-
ficial China Daily newspaper men-
tioned the proposal to strip out lan-
guage in the constitution limiting 
the president and vice president to 
two five-year terms, saying it was 
“necessitated by the need to perfect 
the party and the state’s leadership 
system.”

While Chinese censors have 
moved swiftly to delete any satirical 
online commentary on the move, a 
range of opposition views continue 
to be shared. The Global Times, a 
newspaper published by the Com-
munist Party, said “outside forces” 
were trying to challenge the party’s 
leadership.

must include the Afghan 
government in Kabul.

The call for talks comes 
a day before the second 
round of a regional peace 
conference in Kabul, where 
representatives from 25 
countries will discuss 
counter-terrorism and 
conflict resolution strate-
gies.

The Taliban published 
an open letter to the Ameri-
can people and the US 
Congress earlier February, 

suggesting the insurgents 
may be ready for talks.

The apparent open-
ness to negotiations is unu-
sual for the militant group, 
which has repeatedly stat-
ed that it will not enter talks 
until foreign troops leave 
the country.

Unveiling his new Af-
ghan strategy last August, 
Trump said the US pres-
ence in Afghanistan would 
remain open-ended, as 
Washington stepped up 

strikes on militant strong-
holds.

In January, Trump ruled 
out holding talks with the 
Taliban, after a spate of as-
saults in Kabul.

The attacks included an 
assault on the capital’s lux-
ury Intercontinental Hotel, 
an ambulance bomb in a 
crowded street and a raid 
on a military compound, 
that killed more than 130 
people.

As violence intensifies 
nationwide, the Afghan 
capital will host the Kabul 
Process tomorrow, focus-
ing on rebooting peace 
talks and uniting region-
al countries in the fight 
against terrorism.

“At the Kabul confer-
ence, we will present a 
comprehensive peace plan 
for Taliban and Pakistan,” 
Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani said today.

The conference follows 
an earlier meeting held in 
June last year.
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1. Ed Sheeran

2. Drake

3. Taylor Swift

4. Kendrick Lamar

5. Eminem

6. Bruno Mars

7. The Weeknd

8. Imagine Dragons

9. Linkin Park

10. The Chainsmokers

Top 10 Global Recording Artists of 2017 are as follows:
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Bill Cosby’s daughter dead
Comedian Bill Cosbys daughter Ensa has died, his representative said. She was 44. 
Ensa died from renal disease on Friday in Massachusetts, Andrew Wyatt confirmed 
to variety.com. “The Cosby family thanks many people for their prayers for their 
beloved and beautiful Ensa,” Wyatt said in a statement. Ensa appeared in a 1989 
episode of “The Cosby Show”, playing a girl at a party. She was known for being 
supportive of her father during his sexual assault scandal, where dozens of women 
accused the disgraced comedian of sexual assault. In May, Ensa and her sister Erinn 
defended their father in an interview with radio show the Breakfast Club before 
he went to trial for accusations of drugging and molesting Andrea Constand at his 
home outside Philadelphia in early 2004. Ensa contested that her father is “innocent 
of the crimes alleged against him”.  (IANS)

Ed Sheeran crowned 
biggest selling 
global artist of 2017

Sridevi’s death: Dubai prosecutor 
closes case, body handed over

Babymetal reveal US and 
European tour dates

Kim Kardashian hopes to 
bring her reality show to India

‘Black Panther’ may 
get theme park

T
he 27-year-old singer/song-
writer has been awarded The 
IFPI Global Recording Artist 
of the Year Award, after beat-
ing the likes of Drake, Taylor 

Swift, Kendrick Lamar and Bruno Mars 
to the title, all thanks to his record-
breaking LP ‘Divide’.

Max Lousada, CEO of recorded mu-
sic for Warner Music Group, and chair-
man and CEO of Warner Music UK, 
commented: “Being crowned the big-
gest star in the world, with the biggest 
song and biggest album, is the result of 
years of ambition, creativity, and hard 
work on a global scale. Ed is truly an 
incredible songwriter, vocalist and per-
former, whose ability to tell stories and 
make people feel is what stands him out 
from the crowd. He’s always had a to-
tally authentic connection with his fans, 
something he places over everything 
else. Congrats also to Stuart Camp, the 
Atlantic teams in the UK and US, and 
everyone at Warner who contributed to 
Ed’s amazing success story.”

IFPI chief executive, Frances Moore, 
said: “It’s wonderful to be able to an-
nounce Ed Sheeran as the IFPI Global 
Recording Artist 2017. The success Ed 
has achieved is astonishing and testa-
ment to his ability to write and perform 
songs that connect with a truly global 
fanbase.

“This year’s Global Top 10 really is 
a ‘who’s who’ of popular music. Each 
artist has a unique impact on the music 

industry through the talent and energy 
they are channelling through their 
work. I congratulate them all for 
such a successful year.”

The ‘Perfect’ hitmak-
er is the fifth recipient 
of the Global Artist 
of the Year Award, 
following in the 
footsteps of 
Drake - who 
is just behind 
Ed in second 
position this 
year - One 
Direction, 
Taylor Swift 
(third) and 
Adele.

How-
ever, it’s 
the first 
time in 
the prize’s 
history 
that the 
artist has 
had the 
biggest-sell-
ing record and 
single.

‘Divide’ has gone 
multi-platinum along 
with the lead track 
‘Shape of You’, both in 
36 places.

Femalefirst.co.uk

I
ndian actress Sridevi 
Kapoor drowned in 
her bathtub after 
losing consciousness 
and the case had been 

closed after investigation, Dubai 
Prosecutor’s office said. The 

body was handed over 
to her bereaved 

family.
No foul 

play was 
appar-

ently 
sus-

pected by the investigators leading 
to closure of the case 

A tweet from the official feed of 
the Government of Dubai Media 
Office read: “The Public Prosecu-
tor’s Office of the Emirate of Dubai 
has decided to hand over the body 
of Indian actress Sridevi Kapoor to 
her relatives on Tuesday after the 
investigation of her death and the 
closure of the incident.”

“The decision to release the 
body came after all the investiga-
tions and procedural matters 
followed in such incidents were 
completed, in order to determine 
all its circumstances and ensure 
that justice was done within the 
framework of the law,” the tweet 
read. 

In another tweet, Dubai Public 
Prosecutor said that “as per the 

forensic report, the death of the 
Indian actress occurred due to ac-
cidental drowning following loss of 
consciousness. The case has now 
been closed.”

On Saturday evening, Sridevi 
drowned in the bathtub of room 
number 2201 at the Jumeirah 
Emirates Towers Hotel here. 

The Dubai Police had also 
recorded the statement of Sridevi’s 
producer husband Boney Kapoor.

Sources told Gulf News that the 
filmmaker was called to the Bur 
Dubai police station for question-
ing. The police took his statement 
after which he was allowed to 
return to his hotel. 

Actor Arjun Kapoor, step-son of 
Sridevi, on Tuesday flew to Dubai 
to “be with his father at the hotel”.

IANS

B
abymetal have announced 
details of a US and European 
tour.

The run of eight shows in 
the US will kick off on May 

8 at the Uptown Theater in Kansas City 
and conclude with a set at Rock On The 
Range in Columbus on May 20.

The European dates will start on 
June 1 at Germany’s Rock Am Ring, 
while their previously announced ap-

pearance at the UK’s Download festival 
will bring the tour to a close.

Babymetal’s last studio album was 
2016’s Metal Resistance. Find a full list of 
the trio’s tour dates below.

In January, it was announced that 
Babymetal’s Kami band member Mikio 
Fujioka had died at the age of 36 after 
he accidentally fell from an observation 
deck while star watching.

Teamrock.com

K
im Kardashian West is in 
love with the ‘desi’ attire and 
Indian jewellery. She hopes 
to come to 
India soon 

with her reality show 
“Keeping Up with the 
Kardashians”.

Kim talked about 
her love for India with 
Vogue India for its 
March 2018 issue with 
text written by Mira 
Jacob, read a statement. 

“The saris, the jewel-
lery, the clothes -- eve-
rything was so beauti-
ful,” Kim said. “I told my 
show that we have to 
figure out how to get to 
India,” she added. 

Kim said she always 
thought she was just 

going to run her clothing store. 
“I didn’t think (the show) would 

go beyond season 1 or 2. And then as 
things were happening, 
my mom (Kris Jenner) 
and I were so excited. 
We didn’t even know 
what we were starting, 
but we knew we were in 
it together. We definitely 
made so many mistakes. 
At first, we would be 
involved in anything. But 
it helped us work our way 
up to now, to launching a 
beauty brand completely 
by myself, and funding it 
all,” she said. 

what piece of advice 
she would give to young 
women entrepreneurs, 
she was asked. 

IANS

D
isney CEO Bob 
Iger has hinted at 
a “Black Panther” 
themed park.

Iger said at 
a conference here that there’s 
a one-hour line to meet the 
“Black Panther” walkaround 
character at Disneyland, re-
ports hollywoodreporter.com.

Speaking on a theme park, 
he said: “We haven’t had a 
chance to build a ride. Though 
I’m sure there are people who 
are working on it.”

Iger said Disney has $11 
billion franchises, so many 
that “we are competing with 
ourselves”, and the film “Black 
Panther” should make the 
12th. 

“I pretty much guarantee 
that this coming Halloween 

and even Christ- mas, 
you know you’ll be 
seeing a lot of Black 
Panther merchan-
dise,” said Iger.

“Black Panther” is 
among the first films 
by the house of Marvel 
Studios which predomi-
nantly has a black cast and 
also shows a number of 
strong women of substance 
who work as the protagonist 
T’Challa’s (Chadwick Bose-
man) allies. Set shortly 
after “Captain America: Civil 
War”, “Black Panther” shows 
T’Challa returning home to 
the isolated, technologically-
advanced African nation 
of Wakanda to become 
king. 

IANS

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

5 pm: Black Panther (Eng) 2D

11 am, 2 pm, 8 pm: Welcome To New York (Hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Signed Jimi Hendrix 
arrest card goes to auction

A
ctress Emma 

Stone is 
being 

considered 
to essay the 

character 
of  Cheetah 

in “Wonder 
Woman 2”.

According 
to That 
Hashtag 
Show website, 
the sequel to 
“Wonder Woman” 
will introduce the 
clawed supervillain as 
its central antagonist.

The script of  the 
project is developed by 
Patty Jenkins, Geoff  
Johns and Dave 

Callahan. 
Created 

by William 
Moulton 

Marston, 
Cheetah has 
four different 
incarnations since 
the character’s debut. 

While actress Priscilla 
Rich played the Golden 

and Silver Age Cheetah, 
Deborah Domaine was 

the Bronze Age Cheetah. 
Barbara Ann Minerva 

was the third. Sebastian 
Ballesteros, a male 
usurper, briefly played the 
role in 2001. 

The cinematic 
iteration of  the character 
is said to be based on the 

current Cheetah Barbara 
Ann Minerva, reports 
hollywoodreporter.com.

“Wonder Woman 2”, which 
is said to be set in the 1980s 

during the waning days of  the 
Cold War, is expected to begin 

filming on May 28 in London. 
Actress Gal Gadot will reprise 

her role as Wonder Woman, 
with Chris Pine, Said 

Taghmaoui and 
Ewen Bremner 

also returning to 
the project.

IANS

Emma Stone being 
considered to play 
‘Wonder Woman 2’ villain
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Rashid Khan

Anthony Davis (L) scored a season-high 53 points as the New Orleans Pelicans overpowered the struggling 
Phoenix Suns 125-116, on Feb. 26.

Ian Wright

Manchester United fan Usain Bolt is going to realise a dream of leading out his team at Old Trafford

Wanheng Menayothin trains in Bangkok -- the man nicknamed ‘dwarf 
giant’ is aiming for a 50th win to equal Floyd Mayweather’s all-time 
unbeaten boxing record
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Bangkok, Feb. 27 (AFP): 
Unsung outside the box-
ing world, a Thai fighter 
nicknamed the “dwarf 
giant” is quietly closing 
in on Floyd Mayweather’s 
undefeated 50 fight re-
cord and with it an un-
likely place among the 
sport’s greats.

At 5ft  2in (1.57m) 
and weighing just 105lb 
( 4 7 . 6 k g ) ,  m i n i m u m -
weight Wanheng Menayo-
thin is shorter, leaner and 
significantly less wealthy 
than “Money” Mayweath-
er, the brash American 
who was teased from 
retirement last year by 
a $100 million purse to 
fight MMA star Conor 
McGregor.

But this spring Wan-
heng could tie Mayweath-
er’s 50-0 record and enter 
boxing lore.

His 50th bout in April 
or May is set to be against 
Panama’s Leroy Estrada in 
Thailand, a low-key affair 
that will be followed by 
fans and boxing enthu-

siasts, but not the global 
audience drawn to the 
cross-discipline spectacle 
between Mayweather and 
McGregor.

The milestone is gen-
erating boxing buzz in 
a country that is better 
known for Muay Thai, the 
kingdom’s boxing-style 
martial art that also al-
lows kicking, kneeing and 
elbows to the head.

“Am I proud? Yes I am, 
for being on par with the 
superstars,” the softly 
spoken 32-year-old said 
while sitting on a tyre and 
wrapping his fists with 
gauze ahead of a training 
session at his Bangkok 
gym.

His record of 49 wins 
with 17 knockouts has 
been earned against rela-
tive minnows -- many of 
them regional fighters 
-- but he has been domi-
nant in the minimum-
weight division and holds 
the World Boxing Council 
belt.

With his present stats 

Madrid, Feb. 27 (AFP): Real Madrid coach Zinedine 
Zidane is giving Cristiano Ronaldo a break and has left 
him out of the 19-man squad to face Espanyol in La Liga 
on Tuesday.

But Gareth Bale and Karim Benzema are both in-
cluded in the squad, a week before the second leg of the 
Champions League last 16 against Paris Saint-Germain.

“It is very important to always keep Cristiano in peak 
form. He knows that from time to time he must rest,” 
Zidane told a press conference on Monday, suggesting 
that the decision was mutual.

“He knows this very well and we talk, as always, a 
great deal.”

It will be the second time in three games that the 
coach has not picked the Portuguese star. Ronaldo also 
missed the league game against Leganes last Wednesday, 
which Real won 3-1.

Brazilian midfielder Casemiro will likewise miss the 
game with a reported stomach problem. Zidane has 
called up 19-year-old Oscar from the academy team.

Arsenal must part ways with 
Wenger, says club great Wright

Davis powers Pelicans over hapless Suns

Rashid Khan set to become youngest 
captain in international cricket

Bolt to face Williams in 
Unicef charity football match

Undefeated Thai ‘dwarf giant’ one win from Mayweather recordZidane to rest Ronaldo to 
keep him fresh for PSG

London, Feb. 27 (AFP): 
Former Arsenal striker 
Ian Wright has called on 
struggling manager Ar-
sene Wenger to step down 
as reports suggest succes-
sion planning at the club 
has already begun.

The Frenchman, un-
der contract at the Emir-
ates until 2019, is under 
increasing pressure after 
his team’s abject display 
in Sunday’s 3-0 League 
Cup defeat against Man-
chester City -- their sixth 
loss in 12 games this year.

Arsenal are 10 points 
adrift of fourth-placed 
Tottenham in the Premier 
League and look likely to 
miss out on Champions 
League football for the 
second consecutive sea-
son.

“There are excuses 
(from Wenger) and he is 
mollycoddling a team,” 
Wright told BBC radio.

“Whether he stays at 
the end of this season, I 
could not make a case. 
I am not sure anyone 
can. This development 
of mediocrity has to be 
arrested.”

Wright also had harsh 
words for American own-
er Stan Kroenke.

“The owner has to take 
a lot of blame for this,” he 
said. “Kroenke does not 
care. If he cared, Wenger 
would not have got a two-
year deal.

“Everyone else can 
start to see that is it get-
ting to a point where 
Wenger needs to go. The 
owner has to be here, find 
out what is happening, 

how is this working, what 
are we going to do, how 
are we going to get back 
to where the fans want 
us to be.

“The fans have been 
saying it for years but no-
one is paying any atten-
tion to them. The owner 
has not done anything 
and has given Wenger 
carte blanche to carry on.”

Wright’s comments 
follow stinging assess-
ments from the club’s re-
cord goalscorer Thierry 
Henry and former Man-
chester United and Eng-
land defender Gary Nev-
ille, who labelled Arsenal’s 
performance against City 
“spineless”.

Britain’s Daily Tele-
graph newspaper report-

Paris, Feb. 27 (AFP): Multiple Olympic 
champion Usain Bolt will line up oppo-
site British pop star Robbie Williams in 
a charity football match at Manchester 
United’s Old Trafford stadium, the Jamai-
can revealed on Tuesday.

Now retired, Bolt had given a teaser of 
what was to come on Twitter on Monday, 
claiming that he had signed for a football 
club and would reveal all 24 hours later.

Well, his new team is the Soccer Aid 
World XI -- a motley crew put together to 
help raise funds for the United Nations 
Children’s Fund, Unicef.

Not only had football-mad Bolt, the 
fastest man alive, been recruited for the 
match, but he comes straight into the 
team as captain, with former Take That 
star Williams leading out an England side 
in opposition.

Speaking on a publicity clip pub-
lished by Bolt, 31, on his Twitter account 
on Tuesday, Williams, decked out in an 
England shirt, says the match will feature 

“celebrities, legends and a brand new 
captain for Soccer Aid World XI”.

Manchester United fan Bolt then ap-
pears and adds: “Robbie, let me entertain 
you,” in a reference to Williams’s hit 1998 
song of the same name.

The promotional video features the 
likes of Brazilian great Ronaldinho and 
Real Madrid coach Zinedine Zidane, 
as well as American comedy actor Will 
Ferrell.

Soccer Aid aims to raise money to 
help children around the world and 
organises charity matches featuring ce-
lebrities and former football stars.

This match will be played on June 
10, just before the the World Cup gets 
underway in Russia.

Bolt is an eight-time Olympic cham-
pion, 11-time world champion and 
holds the world records in the 100 and 
200 metres.

Williams is the best-selling British 
solo artist in the United Kingdom.

New Delhi, Feb. 27 (IANS): 
At 19 years of age, highly-
rated Afghanistan leg-
spinner Rashid Khan is set 
to become the youngest 
captain in the history of 

international cricket.
The World’s No.1 ODI 

and Twenty20 Interna-
tional bowler, Rashid will 
lead Afghanistan after 
regular skipper Asghar 

Los Angeles, Feb. 27 
(AFP): Anthony Davis car-
ried New Orleans on his 
back on Monday, scoring 
a season-high 53 points, 
grabbing 18 rebounds and 
blocking five shots as the 
Pelicans overpowered the 
struggling Phoenix Suns 
125-116.

Davis has spearhead-
ed the Pelicans’ attack 
during a six-game win-

ning streak -- one of their 
longest in recent years 
-- and over that time he 
is averaging more than 40 
points a game.

Jrue Holiday scored 
20 points for the Pelicans, 
whose season-best un-
beaten run has pulled 
them into a tie with Port-
land for fifth place in the 
Western Conference de-
spite being without all-

star DeMarcus Cousins, 
who was lost for the sea-
son with a torn Achilles 
tendon. The Pelicans are 
just 1.5 games back of 
third spot.

“Thank, you Anthony, 
for carrying us,” Holiday 
said. “Look at his num-
bers, man. He’s something 
else.”

The 24-year-old Amer-
ican Davis became the 

ed that Wenger’s position 
would be reviewed at the 
end of the season but said 
that Monaco manager 
Leonardo Jardim and for-
mer captain Mikel Ar-
teta were among replace-
ments being considered.

The Sun said Celtic 
boss Brendan Rodgers, 
Arteta and Germany head 
coach Joachim Loew were 
at the head of a seven-
man list.

Henry, 40, who is a 
member of Belgium’s 
coaching staff, said after 
the Wembley defeat on 
Sunday that it would be a 
“dream” for him to man-
age Arsenal one day.

But Wright urged cau-
tion over appointing the 
man who overtook him as 
the club’s all-time leading 
goalscorer.

“Arsenal are not in a 
position where they can 
go from someone like Ar-
sene Wenger, who we love 
so much, yet who you 
mention to some people 
in the fan base and their 
faces screw up.

“They are so angry. I 
would not want that to 
happen to Thierry, be-
cause he has taken the job 
straight after Wenger.”

he has already matched 
the legendary fighter 
Rocky Marciano, but he 
doesn’t dwell too much on 
the numbers.

“I never thought about 
breaking records. I just 
want to win every fight 
like all athletes who don’t 
want to lose. Keep win-
ning until I quit.”

Fighting words 

Wanheng is from Thai-
land’s poor rural north-
east.

Growing up he viewed 
fighting as a way out of 
poverty and moved to 
Bangkok at age 12 to train.

“When he arrived, he 
didn’t have the best skills, 
but he got to that point 
with determination,” gym 
owner Chaiyasit Menayo-

thin said.
Wanheng’s legal name 

is Chayaphon Moonsri.
But like many fighters 

in Thailand, in both box-
ing and Muay Thai, he has 
several nom de guerres 
for the ring in a nod to 
sponsors, gyms and his 
own style.

His  endurance in 
bouts combined with his 
size earned him the label 
“dwarf giant”, while his 
alias Wanheng Menayo-
thin derives from the gym 
owner’s name.

To add to the confu-
sion, a promotional tie-in 
sometimes sees him add 
“Five-Star Grilled Chick-
en” to his title because of 
a sponsorship deal with a 
Thai food giant CP.

He is not alone. An-
other Thai boxer com-
peting around the same 
weight division punches 
under the alias “Knock-
out CP Freshmart” while 
other fighters have taken 
on the name of a Thai bat-
tery company.

Down a quiet Bangkok 
road fringed with palm 
fronds, Wanheng’s gym is 
in a large shed partially 
exposed to elements, with 
a ring, weights, rows of 
equipment, two cats and 
the occasional intrusive 
bird.

Wanheng started out 
in Muay Thai but made 
the career change as he 
was running out of op-
ponents, according to the 
gym owner.

But the move to box-
ing can also bring a high-
er-profile and more prize 
money.

In preparation for 
the historic 50th bout, 
trainer Supap Boonrawd, 
54, is working Wanheng 
hard through intense dai-
ly sparring and fitness 
sessions and the thud of 
punches landing on heavy 
bags fills the humid gym.

“It will be a moment 
of pride for him and the 
whole country too,” Su-
pap said of the possible 
50th victory.

first player in NBA his-
tory to tally at least 50 
points, 15 rebounds and 
five blocks in a game as 
he delivered the second-
best scoring performance 
of his six-year NBA career. 
He scored 59 points in a 
game on February 2016.

D a v i s  a l s o  m a d e 
clutch plays on defence, 
tipping away a loose ball 
from Suns’ Elfrid Payton 
with less than 40 seconds 
remaining in the fourth 
to help preserve a seven 
point lead in front of a 
crowd of 17,200 at the 
Smoothie King Center 
arena.

“I just wanted to hang 
around the rim as much 
as possible, knowing I 
had the size advantage,” 
Davis said.

Devin Booker had 40 
points and 10 rebounds 
for Phoenix, which lost 
its 10th straight. T.J. War-
ren added 23 points and 
Josh Jackson tallied 20 
points and 12 rebounds 
for the Suns, who led by as 
many as 17 in the second 
quarter but fell behind 
for good with about five 
minutes left in the fourth 
quarter.

Pa y t o n  s c o re d  1 6 
points, and his layup 
pulled Phoenix within 
116-114 with 2:29 left, but 
the Pelicans scored the 
next five points to ice the 
victory.
Curry’s Garden party
In New York, Klay Thomp-
son and Stephen Curry 

combined for 47 points as 
the Golden State Warriors 
trampled all over another 
NBA opponent by beating 
the New York Knicks 125-
111. Thompson finished 
with 26, Curry added 21 
and Kevin Durant tallied 
22 points and nine re-
bounds for Golden State, 
which trailed by one at 
halftime before outscor-
ing New York 39-18 in the 
third put the game out of 
reach at Madison Square 
Garden.

T h e  Wa r r i o r s  i m -
proved to 3-0 since the 
all-star break and beat 
the Knicks for the eighth 
straight time.

This week marks the 
five-year anniversary 
of Curry’s memorable 
54-point performance at 
Madison Square Garden.

Curry had plenty of 
help on Monday as the 
Warriors made 15 three-
pointers and had a half 
dozen players in double 
figures. Emmanuel Mu-
diay scored 20 points and 
Trey Burke had 18 for the 
Knicks.

Elsewhere,  DeMar 
DeRozan and Kyle Lowry 
each scored 20 points, 
Serge Ibaka had 19 and 
the Toronto Raptors rout-
ed the Detroit Pistons 
123-94 for their seventh 
win in eight games.

Pascal Siakam add-
ed 11 points as the Rap-
tors improved to 25-5 at 
home, the best record in 
the league.

Stanikzai was diagnosed 
with appendicitis. 

“The doctors have ad-
vised that he will be able 
to return to cricket in ap-
proximately 10 days. Cur-
rent vice-captain Rashid 
Khan will lead the team 
in his absence,” Afghan 
Cricket Board said in a 
press statement.

Afghanistan travel to 
Bulawayo for the group-
stage matches of the ICC 
World Cup Qualifier. 

Afghanistan take on 
Scotland on March 4 to 
launch their campaign for 
qualification to the 2019 
World Cup.

Last week, Rashid be-
came the youngest player 
to be ranked No.1 in the 
ICC’s Player Rankings 
across formats.

The leg-spinner has so 
far taken 86 wickets from 
37 ODIs and 47 wickets 
from 29 T20Is.
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Juventus' goalkeeper Gianluigi Buffon says he is ready to play for Italy 
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Members of team Nagaland on Mon. Feb. 26.

Karnataka players pose with trophy after winning the Vijay Hazare trophy finals against Saurashtra at the Feroz Shah Kotla stadium in New 
Delhi on Tue. Feb. 27.

PTI

Karnataka outplay Saurashtra 
in Vijay Hazare Trophy final

Kohli was little over the top in SA but growing — Steve Waugh

Nagaland enters Dr. T 
Ao U-21 football final

Goalkeeping legend Buffon 
ready to play again for ItalyThis I-League season proving to be a cracker, feels Vijayan

N.Korea to send athletes to PyeongChang Paralympics

New Delhi, Feb. 27 (IANS): 
Sensible batting from 
opener Mayank Agarwal 
(90) helped Karnataka 
outplay Saurashtra by 41 
runs in the final match of 
the Vijay Hazare Trophy 
50-overs cricket tourna-
ment here on Tuesday.

Following the win, 
Karnataka pacer Sreenath 
Arvind also announced 
his retirement from first-

class and list A cricket.
Chasing, 254, Saurash-

tra failed to get the start 
they wanted and started 
losing wickets at quick 
intervals. The first two 
wickets fell inside three 
overs with the scoreboard 
reading 15 runs.

Apart from skipper 
Cheteshwar Pujara (94 in 
127 balls), no other bats-
men stepped up to the 

occasion and they gifted 
away their wickets. 

Pujara, however, tried 
to match the pace of the 
game but lack of support 
from the other end re-
sulted in their loss.

Prasidh Krishna and 
Krishnappa Gowtham 
took three wickets each 
for Karnataka. Put into 
bat, Karnataka started 
off on a bad note, losing 

Karun Nair (0) and Lokesh 
Rahul (0) in first three 
overs in the innings. 

W i t h  s c o r e b o a r d 
reading 5/2, Ravikumar 
Samarth (48) came in the 
middle and played hand-
somely. The duo forged 
136-run partnership to 
stabilise the innings. 

But just when things 
seemed good in  the 
middle, Agarwal was dis-

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 27 (EMN): 
Nagaland football team 
defeated Sikkim 3-0 in the 
first semifinal match and 
entered the final of the 
ongoing Dr. T Ao Memo-
rial U-21 Football Tour-
nament 2018 organised 
under the aegis of Dr. T Ao 
Birth Centenary Commit-
tee at Guwahati, Assam 
on Tue.

While Assam defeat-
ed Meghalaya 1-0 in the 
second semifinal match 
to set up the final clash 
against Nagaland on Feb. 
28.

In the final match, Na-

galand will take Assam on 
Wed. at 4:30 pm while the 
3rd position match be-
tween Sikkim and Megha-
laya will begin at 1:30 pm 
at the SAI Regional Cen-
tre, Guwahati on Wed.

During the match, a 
goal each from Temjen-
wati Ao, Ringham Jigdung 
and Neikethozo Yhome 
helped Nagaland to beat 
their opponent as they 
make their way into the 
finals of the tournament.

With the last match 
remaining,  Ringham 
Jigdung has scored four 
goals in four matches for 
Nagaland team. 

While  interact ing 
with team coach Olando 
Yimchunger, he said “I'm 
satisfied with the match 
tonight inspite of their 
improper rest yet they 
(players) didn't give up 
till the end of final whistle 
to win the match”. He also 
acknowledged the organ-
iser for giving the privi-
lege to the youngster to 
show their football talent.

On his final message 
to the players, the coach 
said "Nothing is easy but 
if you all play with the 
same spirit and together 
as a team then victory will 
be yours"

rome, Feb. 27 (AFp): It-
aly goalkeeping legend 
Gianluigi Buffon con-
firmed on Tuesday he is 
ready to come out of in-
ternational retirement if 
he is called up for friend-
lies against England and 
Argentina.

Buffon called time on 
his international career 
after Italy failed to qualify 
for the World Cup in Rus-
sia, losing a two-legged 
play-off to Sweden to miss 
the tournament for the 
first time in 60 years.

But Italy interim na-
tional coach Luigi Di Bi-
agio said on Monday he 
was ready to recall Buffon 
for friendlies against Ar-
gentina and England in 
Manchester and London 
on March 23 and 27.

"I had thought about 
going on holiday for a few 
days with my family, but 
when the national team 
needs you, you must be 
present and not desert 
them," Buffon told Italian 
programme Tiki Taka.

The 40-year-old Ju-
ventus goalkeeper has 
represented the Azzurri 
for 20 years, winning the 
2006 World Cup title, and 
earning a record 175 caps 
in a brilliant career. He 
had been bidding for a 
record sixth World Cup 
appearance.

"There's nothing to 
add to Di Biagio's words 
other than I feel a sense 

Monaco, Feb. 27 (ptI): 
Virat Kohli's aggression 
was a "little over the 
top" in the recent tour 
of South Africa but it is 
all a part of his develop-
ment as a charismatic In-
dia captain, feels former 
Australia skipper Steve 
Waugh.

India enjoyed decent 
success in the 58-day 
tour, during which the 
side lost the Test series 
1-2 but clinched the ODI 
and Twenty20 series 5-1 
and 2-1 respectively. 
Kohli's stellar perfor-
mance with the bat was 
among the biggest posi-
tives to be drawn from 
the gruelling sojourn.

"I have seen him in 
South Africa and I feel 
that he was little over the 
top. But that's a learn-
ing thing for a captain," 
Waugh told PTI in an 

interview on the sidelines 
of the Laureus World 
Sports Awards here.

Waugh said Kohli 
needs to strike a balance 
given that not all players 
in his team are as expres-
sive as he is.

"As  a  captain,  he 
(Kohli) is still developing 
and needs some time to 
pull in his excitement 
factor and emotions but 
that's the way he plays," 
he said.

"I think he just needs 
to get a bit aware that 
everyone in the side 
can't play in that fashion. 
Someone like (Ajinkya) 
Rahane and (Chetesh-
war) Pujara are very calm 
and quiet guys so he 
needs to just understand 
that some players are 
different," Waugh added.

"At times he prob-
ably needs to tone his 

aggression down and at 
times he needs to lift it, 
so he needs to work it out 
what's right."

The Australian great, 
however, insisted that he 
has immense respect for 
Kohli the player.

"He (Kohli) is leading 
very well right now. He 
has that charisma and 
that X-factor and so he 
wants all the rest of the 
team to follow him. He 
wants the team to play 
positively all the time 
and win as quickly as he 
can," observed Waugh, 
who is here as a Laureus 
Academy member.

"They have got a very 
good win record in the 
last couple of years in all 
forms of the game. Virat 
has high aspirations from 
his team. He wants to be 
no.1 across all formats 
which is difficult to do 

missed in the 25th over by 
Dharmendrasinh Jadeja. 
In his 79 ball innings, 
Agarwal played slammed 
11 fours and three sixes.

Soon, Samarth was 
also sent packing by Pre-
rak Mankad in the next 
over to make it 147/4. 

Unperturbed by the 
fall of wickets, Incoming 
batsmen Pavan Desh-
pande (49) played a cru-
cial knock in the middle 
overs. Apart from him, 
other batsmen Stuart 
Binny (5), Shreyas Go-
pal (31), Krishnappa 
Gowtham (9) could not 
add much to the score. 

In  the  44th  over, 
Deshpande was also 
dismissed by Kamlesh 
Makvana. Lower-order 
batsmen -- Sreenath Ara-
vind (13) and Pradeep T 
(1) --tried to contribute 
but were dismissed inside 
two overs after the fall of 
Despande's wicket.

For Saurastra, Kam-
lesh Makvana chipped in 
four wickets while Prerak 
Mankad took two wick-
ets.

Brief scores: Karnata-
ka 253/10 (Mayank Agar-
wal 90, Pavan Deshpande 
49; Kamlesh Makvana 
4/32) against Saurash-
tra 212/10 (Cheteshwar 
Pujara 94; Krishnappa 
Gowtham 3/27).

these days."
Kohli and India have 

now set their sights on 
conquering England and 
Australia, India's upcom-
ing two big Test chal-
lenges later this year.

India will play a five-

Test series in England in 
August and September 
and are due to tour Aus-
tralia for four Tests in the 
summer of 2018-19.

But Waugh feels it 
would be easier said than 
done and Kohli would be 

key to India's success in 
Australia.

"Australia will be fa-
vourites in Australia be-
cause we have got such 
a great record, just like 
India in India. Virat (Koh-
li) would obviously be 
the key in Australia. He 
played amazing in Aus-
tralia last time," he said.

"India are a very con-
fident young side and 
they are playing with 
great confidence and 
passion that their captain 
believes in. They believe 
they can win in Australia 
no doubt."

He,  however,  said 
India will have decent 
chance as the pitches in 
Australia will be more 
familiar to them this time 
around.

"To be fair, the pitch-
es will suit India more 
than the past because the 

pitches are very benign 
at the moment," Waugh 
said.

"So they will definitely 
suit the Indian batsmen 
and the spinners will 
come into action more. 
So I think it would be a 
very competitive series."

Despite the Test se-
ries loss in South Africa, 
India have managed to 
retain the ICC Test Cham-
pionship mace for the 
second consecutive year 
but Waugh feels there 
isn't much difference be-
tween the top three sides 
-- India, South Africa and 
Australia.

"They are a very com-
petitive side, they cover 
all positions well. So, I 
think India, South Africa 
and Australia are right 
now three sides who are 
very similar in quality 
and they will fight it out 

for the No.1 position in 
the next couple of years," 
he said.

Talking about Kohli s 
predecessor M S Dhoni, 
Waugh said the inspi-
rational wicketkeeper-
batsman is looking good 
enough to carry on till 
at least next year's World 
Cup.

"He (Dhoni) is still a 
great player but he needs 
to have that energy and 
that spark which right 
now, he does have. But 
12 months is still long, 
long away.

"He is definitely good 
enough but sometimes 
when you get a bit older 
you don't prepare as well 
as you have done before 
but right now it looks like 
he is doing that. He is 
keen, he is a great lead-
er and he is a winner," 
Waugh signed off.

of responsibility and loy-
alty which I must give to 
the national team in this 
transitional moment," he 
continued. "I repeat, it's 
a way of showing loyalty 
and a sense of responsibil-
ity towards Italy. A new na-
tional team is being born 
and the first games are not 
comfortable ones because 
we will face Argentina and 
England.

"I think that any ex-
perienced player can be 
useful at the start, even if 
it's just to give advice to 
the young ones."

Juventus captain Buf-
fon, who has said he in-
tends to retire as a player 
at the end of the season, 
said he will announce 
his final decision in due 

course.
"The only thing I have 

to do right now is focus 
on the end of the season," 
Buffon continued.

"The thing I can tell 
you is that I'm sure and 
I'm very happy with what 
will be my choice, together 
with the club, but we'll an-
nounce it when the time 
comes.

"Right now it's a point 
in the season where we 
have to be very focused."

Six-time Serie A hold-
ers Juventus are second in 
the league and are also in 
the running for the Italian 
Cup, and the Champi-
ons League where they 
play the last 16 second 
leg against Tottenham in 
Wembley on Mar. 7.

New Delhi, Feb. 27 (IANS): 
Hailing the unpredictable 
nature of the I-League 
with Minerva Punjab FC 
and Neroca FC compet-
ing for the crown, Indian 
football icon I.M. Vijayan 
said this is what draws the 
fans and players alike and 
is very encouraging.

"The I-League is very 
unpredictable and that 
is what the last season 
taught us.

This season, it is even 
more unpredictable and 
volatile than before as now 
you have two underdogs 
gunning for the title," Vi-
jayan told www.the-aiff.
com.

"It makes the title race 
even more sweet and ex-
citing to watch. Who could 

have expected Minerva 
and Neroca to be in con-
tention for the I-League 
title at the start of the sea-
son?"

"The more volatile the 
league is, the more excit-
ing it gets for the players 
and the more thrilling it 
gets for the fans. There has 
always been a nail-biting 
finish of the I-League sea-
son, but this one is differ-
ent", he added.

Gokulam Kerala FC's 
revival -- where the Bino 
George-coached team de-
feated Mohun Bagan, East 
Bengal and Minerva FC on 
the trot in the latter half of 
the season -- also under-
lined the underdogs' rise.

The Indian Arrows, on 
the other hand, the young-

est team in the I-League 
comprising of teenagers, 
time and again proved the 
underdog spirit of fight-
ing and although they 

lost, the young Arrows re-
couped and fought again, 
winning some, but most 
importantly learning in 
the process.

Seoul, Feb. 27 (IANS): North Ko-
rea will send athletes next week 
to take part in the PyeongChang 
Paralympics, which will be held 
in South Korea in March, Seoul's 
Unification Ministry said on Tues-
day.

The North agreed to send a 
delegation of officials from its 
Paralympic Committee and ath-
letes to the South on March 7 via 
a land route, according to a joint 
statement reached after working-
level talks on the North's partici-
pation in the March 9-18 games, 
reports Yonhap News Agency.

It would mark North Korea's 
first participation in the Paralym-
pics.

At last month's inter-Korean 
talks, the North said it would send 
a 150-member delegation made 
up of athletes, musicians and 
cheerleaders to the Paralympics.

But Tuesday's statement did 
not include the dispatch of an art 
troupe and cheerleaders.

The move comes after the 
North participated in the Py-
eongChang Winter Olympics that 
ended Sunday amid a mood for 
rapprochement between the two 

Koreas.
North Korea sent a nearly 

500-member delegation to the 
February 9-25 Winter Olympics.

The North seeks to send two 
cross-country skiers to the Para-
lympics, as it has been granted 
an exceptional invitation by the 
International Paralympic Com-
mittee.

Earlier in the day, the two Ko-
reas discussed details, such as the 
size of the athletic delegation, a 
travel route and Seoul's provision 
of logistical support.

Their agreement on athletes 

will be reviewed by the Interna-
tional Paralympic Committee for 
approval.

Unification Minister Cho My-
oung-gyon told lawmakers last 
week that former North Korean 
table tennis player Ri Pun-hui, a 
50-year-old official at North Ko-
rea's sports association for the dis-
abled, could come to the South.

South Korean table tennis 
player Hyun Jung-hwa played 
doubles matches with Ri against 
China when the two Koreas field-
ed joint teams at the 1991 World 
Table Tennis Championships.

"When an underdog 
team beats the favou-
rite, it captures the true 
essence of the sport. It 
showcases how the hu-
man being can challenge 
adversity and still win 
and come out on top," 
Vijayan said.

"In this edition of the 
I-League, you have two 
underdogs who against all 
odds have come up and 
now are title contenders.

And then you have the 
mid-table teams who play 
against top-table teams 
and beat them," he added.

"It is amazing how 
much nail-biting action 
the I-League has provided 
and once it enters the final 
match day, it will only get 
better for the fans."  


