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WOMEN HELPLINE: 181
DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Modi govt. failed on the test of 
fiscal consolidation — Chidambaram

P. Chidambaram

Sunanda Pushkar

Kolkata, Feb. 26 (IANS): The 
Narendra Modi government 
failed on the test of fiscal con-
solidation and the people of 
this country will pay the price 
for it, former Union Finance 
Minister P. Chidambaram said 
on Monday.

“Starting from 4.5 per cent, 
the present government should 
have brought down fiscal deficit 
to three per cent in 2016-17. 
They twice postponed it and 
they said they would do in 2017-
18. In the last year, they said they 
would do in 2018-19.

“In 2017-18, the fiscal deficit 
is supposed to be 3.2 per cent 
but in the budget he (Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley) has done 
3.5 per cent. Next year, it should 
have been 3 per cent but he said 
he would do 3.3 per cent. On the 

Sunanda Pushkar case: SC seeks 
police response on Swamy’s plea

Delhi govt. employees demand action against Kejriwal, Sisodia

Make law to 
protect cows 
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streaming of official meetings
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‘NCERT syllabus to be 
reduced in 2-3 years’
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test of fiscal consolidation, the 
government has failed,” he said.

“From 4.5 per cent to 3.3 per 

cent of fiscal deficit, it is a reduc-
tion of 1.2 per cent in five years,” 
Chidambaram said, adding that 

when the UPA left office, it had 
brought down the fiscal deficit 
from 5.9 per cent to 4.5 per cent, 
a reduction of 1.4 per cent in two 
years. 

The UPA government had 
also brought down revenue 
deficit to 3.2 per cent and also 
current account deficit 1.7 per 
cent, he said. 

“We achieved reasonable 
fiscal consolidation,” he said, 
noting that fiscal stability is the 
base on which any economic 
policy can be constructed and 
without fiscal stability, nothing 
can be achieved in any country. 

Farmers and youth of the 
country are “in distress” as the 
government failed to provide 
relief to the stressed agriculture 
sector and to create jobs for 
youth, said the Congress leader. 

New Delhi, Feb. 26 (IANS): The Su-
preme Court on Friday sought Delhi 
Police’s response on a plea by BJP leader 
Subramanian Swamy seeking a court-
monitored SIT probe into the death of 
Sunanda Pushkar -- wife of Congress 
MP Shashi Tharoor.

While issuing notice to the city po-
lice, a bench of Justice Arun Mishra and 
Justice A.M. Khanwilkar kept open the 
question on the locus of Rajya Sabha 
member Swamy (a third party) in the 
matter.

During the last hearing on January 
29, the court had said: “We understand 
the merit but the question is of main-
tainability. You have to satisfy the court 
on categorical findings of the Delhi 
High Court.”

Swamy has approached the top 
court against the Delhi High Court’s or-
der that dismissed his plea for the court-

Bhilai, Feb. 26 (IANS): Vish-
wa Hindu Parishad Working 
Chairman Praveen Togadia 
on Monday demanded that 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi formulate and prom-
ulgate a law to protect cows 
in the country.

“If you can make law 
on Goods and Services Tax 
at 12 a.m., and the law on 
Triple Talaq, why can’t you 
make law to protect cows,” 
Togadia said at a VHP meet-
ing here.

He warned Modi to be 
prepared for losing power 
if he did not ensure a law 
to protect cows but if the 
government did make such 
a law he will take the BJP 
flag around the country to 
ensure the party retained 
power at the Centre.

Togadia said that he had 
not met Modi for the past 
12 years and would go to 
Delhi soon to meet him 
regarding cow protection, 
state advisories on vigilan-
tes and the Ram Temple at 
Ayodhya.

The VHP leader said 
that his organisation and 
the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh had gheraoed 
Parliament in 1966 and 
there was a huge differ-
ence between those times 
and the present. “Now we 
have our own government 
at the Centre and a law on 
cow protection should be 
made,” he added.

N e w  D e l h i ,  Fe b.  2 6 
(IANS): The gover n-
ment is going to reduce 
the syllabus of NCERT 
textbooks in the coming 
two to three years, Hu-
man Resource Develop-
ment Minister Prakash 
Javadekar announced on 
Monday.

The Minister told a 
media conference here 
that the idea to have 
quality education in the 
country was predomi-
nant at the six workshops 
held by the ministry as 
well as during meetings 
with state education of-
ficials. 

“A large number of 
NGOs, education experts, 
state government offic-
ers, and many teachers 
took part in these meet-
ing,” he said.

J a v a d e k a r  a l s o 
stressed that plenty of 
information is not edu-
cation. “Students are not 
data banks. The main aim 
of education is to bring 
out a good human being. 
It is the need of the hour 

to inculcate value educa-
tion, life skills, experien-
tial learning and physical 
fitness in our daily life.”

He added that the 
idea to reduce the bur-
den is to make students 
learn the basic principles 
of various subjects.

“We have asked the 
NCERT (National Council 
of Educational Research 
and Training) to evaluate 
the present curriculum 
and decide what can be 
done away with and what 
should be retained.” 

The minister also said 
that the ministry will 
put out this week on its 
website the request for 
suggestions from teach-
ers, parents, educational 
experts, students and 
stakeholders concerned 
in the field of education 
on reducing the syllabus 
of NCERT. 

He said that after two 
months, he will review 
the suggestions and will 
accordingly take meas-
ures to reduce the syl-
labus.

New Delhi, Feb. 26 (IANS): The government is going to 
reduce the syllabus of NCERT textbooks in the coming 
two to three years, Human Resource Development Min-
ister Prakash Javadekar announced on Monday.

The Minister told a media conference here that the 
idea to have quality education in the country was pre-
dominant at the six workshops held by the ministry as 
well as during meetings with state education officials. 

“A large number of NGOs, education experts, state 
government officers, and many teachers took part in 
these meeting,” he said.

Javadekar also stressed that plenty of information is 
not education. “Students are not data banks. The main 
aim of education is to bring out a good human being. It 
is the need of the hour to inculcate value education, life 
skills, experiential learning and physical fitness in our 
daily life.” He added that the idea to reduce the burden 
is to make students learn the basic principles of various 
subjects. “We have asked the NCERT (National Council 
of Educational Research and Training) to evaluate the 
present curriculum and decide what can be done away 
with and what should be retained.” 

New Delhi, Feb. 26 (IANS): A week 
after Chief Secretary Anshu Prakash 
was allegedly attacked by two ruling 
AAP MLAs, the Delhi government 
is planning to live stream all official 
meetings, an official said on Monday.

The official told IANS that the gov-
ernment was planning to make avail-
able live feed of meetings on a website, 
which can be viewed by everyone.

“People will know who spoke what 
in the meeting, be it the elected repre-

sentative or officials,” the official said.
If the plan is approved, the upcom-

ing budget will have allocation for its 
implementation.

Last week, Chief Secretary Prakash 
alleged that he was beaten up by AAP 
MLA Amanatullah Khan and another 
AAP MLA on February 19 night in the 
presence of Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal at the CM’s residence here, 
where he had been called for a meet-
ing.

N e w  D e l h i ,  Fe b.  2 6 
(IANS): The Delhi Gov-
ernment Employees Joint 
Forum on Monday al-
leged that Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal and 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Manish Sisodia were part 
of a conspiracy that led to 
an alleged attack on Chief 
Secretary Anshu Prakash 

by two AAP MLAs and 
called for action against 
them.

Pooja Joshi, one of the 
members of the forum, 
said: “The Chief Minister 
and Deputy Chief Min-
ister are in denial. This 
shows they are part of the 
conspiracy.”

“We request the LG 

and Commissioner of 
Police to take action as 
per law against CM and 
DyCM,” she added.

Joshi also said that 
they would continue to 
not meet the Chief Min-
ister, Deputy Chief Min-
ister and MLAs for meet-
ings or talk over phone 
and will keep contact 

through notes and file 
notings only.

The forum has also 
turned down an invita-
tion by Social Welfare 
Minister Rajendra Pal 
Gautam for a meeting 
and said that there would 
not be any compromise 
till the Kejriwal tenders a 
“written public apology” 

for the incident.
On Tuesday, the Chief 

Secretary alleged that he 
was beaten up by AAP 
MLA Amanatullah Khan 
and another AAP MLA in 
the presence of Arvind 
Kejriwal at the CM’s resi-
dence here on February 
19 night, where he had 
been called for a meeting.

Patna, Feb. 26 (IANS): Opposition par-
ties in Bihar on Monday questioned the 
delay in the arrest of BJP leader Manoj 
Baitha whose vehicle was reportedly 
involved in an accident on Saturday, in 
which nine school children died in Bi-
har’s Muzaffarpur district.

“BJP leader Manoj Baitha, who was 
driving his vehicle that hit and killed nine 
school children, is yet to be arrested even 
three days after the accident,” former 
Deputy Chief Minister and Leader of 
Opposition in the Bihar Assembly Tejas-
hwi Yadav said. The Rashtriya Janata Dal 
(RJD) leader also threatened to launch a 
protest in the state if the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) leader is not arrested soon.

He demanded that a probe be con-
ducted to establish whether Baitha, “who 
was driving the vehicle at the time of in-
cident”, was drunk or not in the “dry state 
of Bihar”. On Saturday, Yadav had said: 
“The vehicle had a BJP board attached to 
it and the driver was drunk at the time of 
incident. BJP leaders are totally drunk in 
power.” The police had said that Baitha 
was present in the vehicle at the time 
of the accident, but he along with the 

driver fled and went underground after 
the incident. 

Earlier on Monday, a FIR was lodged 
against Baitha over the children’s death.

“We registered a FIR against Baitha 
on Sunday on the basis of a complaint 
by Mohd. Ansari of Dharampur village, 
who lost five grandchildren in the trag-
edy on Saturday,” Station House Officer 
of Meenapur Police Station Sona Prasad 
Singh said.  Singh said raids are being 
conducted to arrest Baitha, but he is 
traceless.

On Sunday, angry villagers staged a 
protest by blocking the National High-
way to demand Baitha’s arrest.

Ansari said in his police statement 
that Baitha was driving the vehicle when 
it mowed down the children on Satur-
day. Clad in a white kurta-pyjama, he 
fled after the vehicle hit and killed the 
school children, he added.  He claimed 
that CCTV footage also showed the BJP 
leader driving the vehicle. The accident 
occurred near Dharampur School on 
NH 77 in Minapur block when a SUV 
hit the children while they were crossing 
the road.

Mumbai, Feb. 26 (IANS):  In huge 
embarrassment for Maharashtra’s 
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party-Shiv 
Sena combine, Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Devendra Fadnavis on 
Monday had to tender an uncon-
ditional apology in the legislature 
after a Gujarati translation audio 
of Governor C.V. Rao’s speech was 
played in the House.

His action followed the Gover-
nor taking the issue with Assembly 
Speaker Haribhau Bagade soon 
after his speech.

“During my address to the Joint 
Session of the Legislature in the 
morning today (Monday), it was ob-
served that the Marathi translation 
of my speech was not taking place. 
I am of the view that it needs to be 
considered with utmost serious-
ness and a strong action needs to 
be taken against those responsible 
for this serious lapse,” Rao said in 
his letter.

He also asked the Speaker to 
take appropriate action in the mat-
ter and inform him of the same.

Earlier, when the matter came to 
light, Fadnavis got up and tendered 
an unconditional apology to the 
House and the members for the 

gaffe which he termed “a very seri-
ous issue”. The incident, ironically, 
occurred a day before the Marathi 
Language Day (February 27).

Barely a few minutes into the 
speech, delivered by Rao in English, 
most members were startled to 
hear a Gujarati translation on their 
headphones instead of the regular 
Marathi version.

Opposition Congress and Na-
tionalist Congress Party members 
created a ruckus, flaying the gov-
ernment for the Gujarati audio and 
vociferously demanded a Marathi 
translation audio. “This is a very 
serious issue..it cannot be taken 
lightly,” said Leader of Opposition 
in the assembly Radhakrishna 
Vikhe-Patil, of the Congress.

His counterpart in the Council, 
NCP’s Dhananjay Munde said: “The 
government has failed the 12 crore 
citizens of Maharashtra.. we did not 
hear the speech in Marathi, but in 
the Gujarati language.”

Led by their two leaders, the 
main opposition members boy-
cotted the Governor’s remaining 
speech and staged a noisy walkout.

Education Minister Vinod 
Tawde said when he heard the Gu-

jarati translation audio, he rushed 
to the Legislature Control Room 
to personally check and later read 
out the Marathi translation of the 
Governor’s speech, but said it was 
not clear if it was a technical glitch 
or something else.

On his part, Fadnavis apologised 
and requested Speaker Bagade to 
initiate stringent action against 
the people responsible and punish 
them by Monday evening itself, if 
possible. “It is indeed a very grave 
mistake. This is indeed a serious 
matter. I am requesting the Hon-
ourable Speaker to look into this 
immediately and take stringent 
action against those responsible. 
In fact, if possible by this evening, 
they should be shunted home. I also 
hereby unconditionally apologise 
for this,” he said.

This is described as an ‘unprec-
edented’ incident in the state’s 
history and happened on the eve 
of the Marathi Language Day to 
commemorate the birth anniver-
sary of renowned litterateur V.V. 
Shirwadkar, when the government 
organises a series of programmes 
in the state to popularise the state’s 
official language.

monitored probe into Pushkar’s death.
On October 26, 2017, the Delhi High 

Court had dismissed Swamy’s plea 
while terming it as a “political interest 
litigation”. The High Court had said it 
was “unfortunate that court is being 
used in this manner” and “courts should 
be careful in not letting the judicial ma-
chinery be used by political personali-
ties for their own purposes”.

“This is perhaps a textbook example 
of political interest litigation dressed up 
as public interest litigation,” the High 
Court bench had remarked while dis-
missing Swamy’s petition.

It had also said that it was not satis-
fied that the plea could be entertained 
as a PIL (Public Interest Litigation).

In his petition before the High Court, 
Swamy had said there has been con-
stant attempt to block the investigation 
and alleged that the registration of an 
FIR took almost a year and nothing has 
happened after that.

The plea had alleged that “very in-
fluential people are involved in the case, 
leading to attempts to protect them and 
the matter has faced a lot of unneces-
sary delay already”.

The court had also questioned 
Swamy for not stating anywhere in 
his petition that he is a leader of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party, and that the per-
son against whom he was making the 
allegation was from the rival Congress.

Pushkar, who married Tharoor in 
2010, was found dead under mysteri-
ous circumstances inside a room at the 
Leela Palace Hotel in Delhi on January 
17, 2014. 



Abhijit Sinha during a press conference at AMK building in Kohima on Feb. 26.  

A polling official is seen carrying an Electronic Voting Machine outside the deputy commissioner's office in 
Dimapur on Feb. 26.
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Great dancers are not great 
because of their technique, 

they are great because of 
their passion. 

~ Martha Graham

RNI NO. NAGENG/2002/07906VOL. XVII  NO. 57  | PAGES 12  ` 4/-      DIMAPUR, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2018

EM Images

EM Images/ Caisii Mao

EastErn Mirror

 

Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 26° 12°
Agartala 32° 17°
Gangtok 23° 06°
Guwahati 28° 16°
Imphal 26° 10°

Itanagar 24° 12°
Shillong 18° 08°
Delhi 31° 16°
Kolkata 34° 19°
Chennai 33° 22°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 16.4° 7.5°
DIMAPUR 26° 15°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 75%
DIMAPUR NIL 91%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Zeme council defends Kelei Zeliang 

Govt. teachers highest among 
polling personnel in Dimapur 

NPF alleges violation of 
conduct code by NDPP-BJP

Sec. 144 CrPC in Dhansiripar 

Nagaland goes to polls today; prohibitive orders in place

    

World EntErtainmEnt SportS

Sridevi died from accidental 
drowning — Report | P10

Musharraf treason case to be  
heard on March eight | P9

•	 Fearing	violence,	government	has	clamped	144	CrPC	in	Mkg.	district;	
pockets	of	Kohima,	Dimapur,	and	Phek	

•	 Polling	duration	will	be	between	7	am	and	4	pm	of	Feb.	27;	‘unprecedented	
security	coverage’	arranged		

Ravichandran Ashwin named  
KXIP captain |  P12

the National People's Party 
(NPP) 25, the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) 20, the Indian 
National Congress (INC) 
18, the Janata Dal-United 
(JD-U) 13, the Nationalist 
Congress Party (NCP) six, the 
Aam Admi Party (AAP) three, 
the Lok Janshakti Party (LJP) 
two; and 11 Independent 
candidates. 

Fifty-two serving mem-
bers of the legislative assem-
bly are contesting again, in 
this year’s election, along 
with 86 first-timers. With 
seven candidates, Tuli as-
sembly constituency has the 
highest number of candi-
dates among the 59 assembly 
constituencies.

The 2018 assembly elec-
tion will also see the high-
est  number  of  women 
candidates. They are NPP 
candidate Wedieü Kronu 
(Dimapur-III), another NPP 
candidate Dr. K Mangyang-
pula Chang (Noksen), BJP 
candidate Rhakila (Tuen-
sang Sadar-II), Independent 
candidate Rekha Rose Dukru 

(Chizami) and NDPP candi-
date Awan Konyak (Aboi).

The NDPP candidate 
from Tapi assembly constitu-
ency Noke Konyak is contest-
ing for a record 10th time. 
He first contested in 1974 
and has won seven elections 
since.

The Election Commission 
of India has put in place ‘un-
precedented security cover-
age’ for the polls on Tue.

According to election of-
fice officials, 280 companies 
of central armed paramilitary 
forces (CAPF) are already in 
the state and have been de-
ployed to polling stations to 
ensure free and fair conduct 
of the polls.

In total 15,500 polling 
personnel including count-
ing officials have been put 
into service for the polls. Poll-
ing officials for far-flung ar-
eas have already left for their 
destinations. There are 177 
all-women polling parties. 
The state has 2156 polling 
stations spread across 12 
electoral districts.

Dimapur, Feb. 26 (EMN): The Dimapur district 
authorities on Mon. announced imposition of 
prohibitive orders under section 144 of Code of 
Criminal Procedure in Dhansiripar sub-division 
with immediate effect.

An order issued by the district magistrate and 
commissioner of Dimapur Police Limasunep Jamir 
informed that assembly of five or more persons 
and ‘carrying of fire arms, stones, lathis, explosive 
materials or any such items’ were now prohibited 
in Dhansiripar sub-division.

“This order will come into force with immedi-
ate effect and shall remain in force till completion 
of the polling process and this order shall not apply 
to government officials involved in the conduct of 
elections and maintenance of law and order and 
essential services,” the order read. 

Even during the previous Nagaland assembly 
elections, Dhansiripar sub-division had witnessed 
violence as rival supporters clashed in some of the 
polling stations on the day of polling then.   

Dimapur, Feb. 26 (EMN): 
The Naga People’s Front 
(NPF) has reported the Na-
tionalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party-Bharatiya 
Janata Party alliance to the 
chief electoral officer of Na-
galand for alleged violation 
of the election Model Code 
of Conduct (MCC). 

In a letter of complaint 
the NPF stated that the front-
page advertisements in the 
local newspapers on Feb. 26 
listing ‘a slew of promises’ 
by the NDPP-BJP alliance 
have ‘blatantly violated’ the 
model code of conduct. 

It stated that the Election 

Commission of India (ECI) 
had directed ‘ministers and 
other authorities’ not to ‘an-
nounce any financial grants 
in any form or promises 
thereof; or make any prom-
ise of construction of roads, 
etc’ from the time the elec-
tions has been announced.

“The Naga People’s 
Front, therefore, demands 
that the Election Commis-
sion of India takes cogni-
zance of these acts as ‘cor-
rupt practices’ and offences 
under the election law, and 
take stringent action as per 
the laws at the earliest,” the 
letter read. 

Dimapur, Feb. 26 (EMN): An organi-
sation in Peren called the Northern 
Zeme Council has refuted allegations 
that the secretary of Rural Develop-
ment Kelei Zeliang had engaged in 
campaigning for a candidate to the 
7th Peren assembly constituency. 
The council is said to be composed 
of representations of seven villages 
namely Punglwa, Gaili, Gaili Namdi, 
Ngwalwa, Heningkunglwa, Punglwa 
‘B’ and Ngwalwa headquarter. 

A statement from the council 
on Mon. claimed that the allegation 
levelled by the Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party (NDPP), 
and reported to the ECI, was ‘false, 
malicious and more like an attempt 
at character assassination.’

“It is to be clearly clarified to eve-
ryone that Kelei Zeliang had never 
visited any village of our area with 
political intention but with good in-
tention to uplift the socio-economic 

condition of the people of our area. It 
is very unbecoming and disrespect-
ful that a very senior officer from our 
community could be targeted in this 
manner for cheap political gain,” the 
statement read. 

Also, the council warned that 
‘no such false allegation shall be 
tolerated against any officers who 
are tirelessly working for the welfare 
and upliftment (sic) of northern 
Zeme area.’

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Feb. 26 : Despite 
a history of unpaid salary 
and multiple ultimatums 
slapped on the Nagaland 
state government as a con-
sequence, school teachers 
in Dimapur district con-
stitute the highest number 
of government employ-
ees functioning as polling 
personnel for this year’s 
assembly elections. 

This was informed 
by the District Informat-
ics Officer (DIO) of Na-
tional Informatics Centre, 
Lipok Imchen. He stated 
that 2310 polling person-
nel have been enlisted 
for five constituencies: 
Dimapur-I, Dimapur-II, 

Measures at the booth for free and fair elections
• There will be CCTV surveillance in all the 2156 polling stations 

where polls are to be conducted.
• 432 micro observers who are central government employees are 

being deployed across the 59 assembly constituencies.
• There will be deployment of CAPF at all the polling stations.

Alternative documents for poling 
Those electors who are not able to produce the EPIC shall have to 
produce one of the following alternative photo identity documents 
for establishing their identity:

• Passport.
• Driving license.
• Service identity cards with photograph issued to employees by 

centra/state govt. PSUs/public limited companies.
• Passbooks with photograph issued by banks/post office.
• PAN card.
• Smart card issued by RGI under NPR.
• MGNREGA job card.
• Health insurance smart card issued under scheme of Ministry 

of Labour.
• Pension document with photograph.
• Authenticated photo voter slip issued by the election machinery.
• Official identity cards issued to MPs/MLAs/MLCs.
• Aadhaar card.

SNAPSHOT
Total voters: 11,70,548 (excluding Northern Angami II)

First time voters: 26,900

Total polling stations: 2,196

Total candidates: 195 (excluding Northern Angami II)

Prohibitive orders: Entire Mkg, pockets of Kma, Dmr and Phek

KG-2352

and 5,89,806 females will be 
voting on the day to elect  
their respective representa-
tive to the 59 seats. The 195 
candidates—including five 
women—represent nine po-
litical parties besides inde-
pendents.

Three-time chief min-
ister and former Lok Sabha 
member Neiphiu Rio was 
declared uncontested for the 
11th Northern Angami-11 
assembly constituency. The 
results of the elections will be 

declared on Mar. 3.
Polling will begin at 7 am 

and will go on till 4 pm. How-
ever, if polling is not com-
pleted in time, tokens will be 
provided to voters in the poll-
ing stations to vote beyond 
the time limit if required, the 
CEO said. 

The Naga People's Front 
(NPF) is fielding the highest 
number of candidates: 58 
seats. It is followed by the 
Nationalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party  with 40 seats; 

Kohima Bureau 
Kohima, Feb. 26 (EMN): Fifty-
nine assembly seats in Naga-
land will go to the assembly 
polls on Feb. 27 to decide the 
fate of 195 candidates for the 
13th Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly. The state is going 
to vote even as prohibitive or-
ders are in one entire district 
and pockets of three other 
districts.

Presently, prohibitive 
orders have been imposed 
in Mokokchung district, in 
Tseminyu sub-division of 
Kohima, in Dhansiripar sub-
division of Dimapur, and 
Phek town and surrounding 
areas. 

Addressing a press con-
ference on Mon. in Kohima, 
the state's Chief Electoral Of-
ficer Abhijit Sinha has urged 
the electorate of the state 
to 'come out and exercise 
their franchise in free and fair 
manner.' 

In total, 1170548 voters 
(excluding Northern Angami 
II assembly constituency) 
comprising 6,01,707 males 

Dimapur-III, Ghaspani-
I and Ghaspani-II. The 
five constituencies have 
a combined total of 321 
polling stations. 

The polling person-
nel include grade-IV em-
ployees as well, it was 
informed. “Each polling 
station will have six per-
sonnel out of which two 
will be presiding officers 
and one in charge of Vot-
er Verifiable Paper Audit 

Trail,” Imchen added. 
It was informed that 26 

polling stations out of the 
321 will have only female 
personnel.

According to the trans-
port cell, approximately 
750 cars have been req-
uisitioned from Dimapur 
for the five constituencies. 
Around 50 cars are said to 
be Assam-registered cars. 

Further, it was in-
formed that approximate-

ly 50 private cars requisi-
tioned during the previous 
weeks were let off because 
requirement exceeded. 

Thirty-two companies 
and one platoon of central 
armed paramilitary forces 
have been spread across 
the five constituencies of 
the district. The Nagaland 
Police will act as the strike 
force i.e., security outside 
polling station, it was in-
formed.
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Shillong, Feb. 26 (IANS): 
With Meghalaya all set to 
vote on Tuesday to elect 
a new Assembly, the Con-
gress exuded confidence 
of retaining power while 
the BJP and regional par-
ties were equally gung-ho 
about unseating the ruling 
party in the northeastern 
state.

The Congress -- rul-
ing the state for a decade 
-- has fielded candidates 
in all 60 seats, of which 59 
will go to polls. Seven of 
its legislators have since 
quit and jumped on to the 
bandwagon of the Bharati-
ya Janata Party, National 
People’s Party (NPP) and 
newly floated People’s 
Democratic Front (PDF).

Chief Minister Mukul 
Sangma, the chief archi-
tect of the Congress win 
on 29 seats in the 2013 
elections, said he was con-
fident of increasing the 
number of its MLAs in the 
new house.

“We (Congress) are 
confident of coming to 
power again for the third 
consecutive time,” Sang-
ma, Meghalaya’s longest 
serving Chief Minister, 
told IANS.

“I don’t see any anti-
incumbency. Instead, 
there is so much of pro-
incumbency. People of the 
state have faith and confi-
dence in the Congress,” he 
added.

Congress President 
Rahul Gandhi, who vis-
ited Meghalaya twice in 
the past one month and 
campaigned in Khasi Hills, 
Jaintia Hills and Garo Hills 
regions, had told IANS: 
“We have the people’s sup-
port and I am confident 
we will retain power in 

Meghalaya.”
The BJP, fighting the 

polls alone by fielding 
47 candidates, is equally 
confident of winning a 
good number of seats and 
forming a non-Congress 
government.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, BJP chief Amit 
Shah, Defence Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman and 
Tourism Minister K.J. Al-
phons were among a host 
of top BJP leaders, apart 
from Assam Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal, who 
campaigned in the state.

“Meghalaya is also 
getting ready for change. 
People have grown wary of 

misdeeds and misrule of 
the Congress and pinning 
their hopes on change,” 
BJP’s election strategist 
and Assam Finance Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma 
said.

The NPP, an ally of 
the BJP with two MLAs, is 
hopeful of increasing the 
numbers as five former 
Congress legislators are 
contesting on NPP symbol 
this time.

“People’s voice is for 
change. We are hopeful 
to emerge as the single 
largest party in the As-
sembly and form the gov-
ernment,” NPP President 
Conrad K. Sangma said.

The combined region-
al alliance comprising 
United Democratic Party, 
Hill State People’s Demo-
cratic Party and Garo Na-
tional Council also was 
gung-ho about electoral 
victory.

The HSPDP and the 
UDP forged a pre-poll al-
liance in 36 seats in Khasi 
and Jaintia Hills, while the 
UDP tied up with the Garo 
National Council for 24 
seats in the Garo Hills.

“I hope people will re-
ject the Congress, which 
even its own people have 
rejected by not contest-
ing,” UDP leader Bindo 
Mathew Lanong said. He 

said he is hopeful of the 
regional alliance leading in 
the new government.

Voting to 59 of the 60 
constituencies will be held 
between 7 a.m. and 4 pm. 
The counting of votes will 
take place on March 3, 
Chief Electoral Officer Fre-
derick Roy Kharkongor 
said.

Polling in William-
nagar seat was counter-
manded following the kill-
ing of Nationalist Congress 
Party candidate Jonathone 
Sangma in an IED blast at 
Sawilgre area in East Garo 
Hills district on February 
18.

A total of 18,09,918 
e l e c t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
9,13,701 females, will be 
eligible to exercise their 
franchise to decide the 
fate of 361 candidates 
-- including 32 women 
-- across 3,025 polling sta-
tions.

As many as 340 polling 
stations have been catego-
rised as ‘critical’ and 580 
‘vulnerable’.

Balloting in 183 polling 
stations will be webcast, to 
be made available at the 
offices of Chief Electoral 
Officer or District Elec-
toral Officer and the Elec-
tion Commission of India, 
Kharkongor said

As many as 66 all-
women polling stations 
and 61 model polling sta-
tions have been set up. 

Mawlai constituency 
in East Khasi Hills dis-
trict has the highest vot-
ers at 42,670, and Dalu in 
West Garo Hills the low-
est 18,640 voters. In all, 
106 companies of central 
armed police forces have 
been deployed to ensure 
peaceful polls, he said.

Agartala, Feb. 26 (IANS): Over 
90 per cent of electors cast 
their votes at the six polling 
stations where re-polling was 
held on Monday after the 
Election Commission (EC) 
declared void the polling at 
these centres on February 18, 
a senior EC official said.

“Out of the 5,582 voters 
in six polling stations, over 
95 per cent voters cast their 
votes today (Monday) in the 
re-polling at these polling sta-
tions,” Tripura Chief Electoral 
Officer (CEO) Sriram Taran-
ikanti told IANS.

According to him, no un-

toward incident was report-
ed from anywhere in the six 
polling station areas spread 
across six assembly constitu-
encies.

One such polling station 
falls in Dhanpur segment (in 
western Tripura’s Sepahijala 
district), from where Chief 
Minister and Communist 
Party of India-Marxist (CPI-
M) politburo member Manik 
Sarkar is contesting.

The CEO said the Com-
mission has also issued order 
that during the counting of 
votes on March 3, the slips 
of VVPATs (Voter Verifiable 

Paper Audit Trails) of seven 
polling stations in seven As-
sembly constituencies also be 
counted, since their Presiding 
Officers did not get clearance 
from EVM (Electronic Vot-
ing Machines) control units 
for the votes cast during the 
mandatory mock poll before 
the start of actual polling on 
February 18.

The EC has also told the 
Tripura CEO that in four oth-
er polling stations in four 
Assembly seats, the total 
number of electorate did not 
match with the total number 
of votes recorded.

“The Election Commis-
sion has also asked the Re-
turning Officers of these four 
Assembly constituencies not 
to declare results without 
prior permission, if the win-
ning margin is one vote,” 
Taranikanti added.

CPI-M Tripura State 
Secretary Bijan Dhar ear-
lier criticised the Election De-
partment for what he called 
“criminal negligence” regard-
ing polling on February 18 in 
59 of the 60 Assembly seats.

“Due to technical prob-
lems in EVMs-VVPATs, the 
voters suffered inordinate de-

lays in casting their ballots...
(in some cases) till February 
18 midnight. This happened 
because of the incompetence 
and apathy of election offi-
cials,” Dhar said.

Dhar said he came to 
know of technical glitches in 
EVMs-VVPATs at around 520 
polling stations through his 
party’s polling agents, and 
demanded a probe.

The CEO earlier said that 
191 (6 per cent) VVPATs and 
89 (5 per cent) EVMs mal-
functioned across the state 
during the polling on Febru-
ary 18.

Tripura Pradesh Congress 
Vice President Tapas Dey, 
without naming the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), said that 
the officials of Election Com-
mission and the state Election 
Department were biased in 
favour of a particular party.

Over 92 per cent of Tripu-
ra’s 2,536,589 voters cast their 
votes in Sunday’s peaceful 
elections in 59 of the 60 As-
sembly seats, setting a new 
record in the electoral history 
of India.  In the 2013 and 2008 
assembly polls, Tripura regis-
tered 92 per cent and 91 per 
cent voting, respectively.

Itanagar, Feb. 26 (PTI): Assam min-
ister Ranjit Dutta, who was here to 
attend a tribal festival, has exuded 
confidence that the decades-old 
boundary dispute between the two 
BJP-ruled states can be resolved 
through “meaningful” dialogue.

Assam Chief Minister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal has been initiating 
measures with his Arunachal coun-
terpart Pema Khandu to hammer out 

a permanent solution to the border 
issue, the irrigation minister from 
Assam said today in his address at the 
Nyokum Yullo festival here.

The festival is celebrated by the 
Nyishi community of the state every 
year to invoke God’s blessings for 
good harvest and communal har-
mony.

Clad in Nyishi Bopia (headgear), 
Dutta, who attended the festival on 

behalf of Sonowal, said, “Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi is serious about 
the dispute between North East 
states, so is Sonowal. The CM has al-
ready initiated a similar dialogue with 
Nagaland counterpart T R Zeliang,” 
he said. Stating that “divisive forces” 
were trying to “destabilize peace” in 
Assam and Arunachal Pradesh, Dutta 
called upon the people of both the 
states to thwart such attempts.

“Till 1978 both the states were 
under one administrative unit of ‘bor 
Axom’ (Greater Assam). The people of 
both the states since time immemo-
rial have been maintaining cordial 
relations,” the minister said. Dutta 
called upon the Assamese people 
staying in Arunachal Pradesh to up-
hold the age-old relations through 
cultural exchange programmes.

Lauding the Nyishi community 

for preserving the age-old rich culture 
and traditions, Dutta also exhorted 
the elderly people in the state to pass 
on the baton of tradition and culture 
to the younger generations. 

Nyokum Yullo Celebration Com-
mittee chairman Ha Tatu, on his part, 
said the presence of a minister from 
neighbouring Assam will cement the 
ties between the people of both the 
states.

Shillong, Feb. 26 (PTI): Election in Meg-
halaya is quite a family affair. The political 
heavyweights, along with their spouses 
and scions, are fighting it out to retain 
power in tomorrow’s Assembly elections 
in the hill state.

Meghalaya Chief Minister Mukul 
Sangma, who is contesting from Ampati 
and Songsak seats, has three family mem-
bers in the fray from the Garo Hills region.

NPP candidates and relatives of 
former Lok Sabha speaker Purno A 
Sangma are also fighting the polls from 
four seats in the region.

“For a very long time, former Lok 
Sabha Speaker (L) Purno A Sangma domi-
nated the election scenario in the state.

He was once a mentor for many tribal 
political leaders, including chief minister 
Mukul Sangma,” political analyst Sumar 
Sing Sawian told PTI.

P A Sangma’s exit from the Congress in 
1999 and the subsequent political moves 
on the national and regional fronts led to 
the emergence of Mukul Sangma as his 
successor in the grand old party, he said.

In 2013, along with Mukul Sangma, 
his wife DD Shira and his brother Zenith 
Sangma won the election, bagging Ma-
hendraganj and Rangsakona seats.

Both Shira and Zenith Sangma are 
seeking a re-election from their respective 
seats. This year, Zenith’s wife Sadhiarani 
M Sangma is also making her electoral 
debut from Gambegre seat.

A source close to Mukul Sangma, 
however, said the CM does not consider 
election to be a family affair.

“It is not a family affair in politics here. 
Each one of us has dedicated time and ef-
forts for uplifting the society,” he quoted 
the CM as saying.

As for Mukul’s rivals, the National 
People’s Party (NPP) president Conrad 
K Sangma, his brother James and their 
sister Agatha K Sangma, a former Union 
Minister in the UPA-II government, are 
also force to reckon with.

Conrad K Sangma, son of P A Sangma, 

had won the 2016 by-elections from Tura 
parliamentary seat with a thumping 
majority after his father’s demise. He is 
currently a sitting MP in Lok Sabha.

His sister is contesting from South 
Tura constituency while his brother is 
seeking re-election from Dadenggre seat.

Boston Marak, a cousin of Conrad K 
Sangma, is also contesting the election 
on a Garo National Council ticket from 
Salmanpara seat. Sanjay A Sangma, Con-
rad’s brother-in-law, is taking on the CM’s 
wife from Mahendraganj.

Dynastic politics has also made its 
way to Khasi Jaintia Hills region as several 
families have entered the fray for the Feb-
ruary 27 elections.

The Dhar brothers - whose combine 
wealth is over Rs 350 crore - are contesting 
on NPP tickets in the region.

While Ngaitlang Dhar is seeking a 
re-election from Umroi, his brother, 
Sniawbhalang, is trying his best to retain 
Nartiang seat.

Ngaitlang Dhar’s 25-year-old son, 
Dasakhiatbha Lamare, is in the fray 
from Mawhati seat and Sniawbhalang’s 
brother-in-law, Wailadmiki Shylla, from 
Jowai constituency in Jaintia Hills region.

The Assembly election will also wit-
ness a father and his daughter vying for 
two seats. Former MLA P M Syiem and 
his daughter Teilinia Thangkhiew are con-
testing on Hills State Peoples Democratic 
Party (HSPDP) ticket from Mawphlang 
and Mylliem constituencies respectively.

Veteran legislator Rowell Lyngdoh and 
his son-in-law Sounder Cajee are contest-
ing the fray on NPP tickets from Mawkyr-
wat and South Shillong constituencies.

Adding to the legacy of family poli-
tics, former MLA Donkupar Massar and 
his wife Grace Mary Kharpuri are also 
fighting the polls on Peoples Democratic 
Front(PDF) tickets from Ranikor and 
Pynursla constituencies respectively. 

The counting of votes for the As-
sembly elections has been scheduled for 
March 3.

Dimapur, Feb. 26 (EMN): The 11th 
Assam Rifles under the aegis of head-
quarter 26 Sector Assam rifles organ-
ised a meeting on “Community Secu-
rity” at Chavangphai village, Moreh 
on Feb. 26. 

A press release issued by the In-
spector General Assam Rifles (south) 
on Mon. mentioned that the meeting 
was held to discuss issues of mu-
tual importance for the security of all 
communities in the village. 

The village chief and secretary is 
said to have attended the meeting 
with a total strength of about 47 vil-
lagers including 17 males, 22 females 
and 8 children. 

The meeting is said to have dis-
cussed on various issues like security 
infrastructure development, promot-
ing sports and recruitment into In-
dian Armed Forces. 

All the villagers were satisfied 
by the discussion and unanimously 
desired such meetings to be a regular 
feature since they promote mutual 
understanding and friendly relations 
between the Assam Rifles and the 
local populace as well as amongst all 
the communities thriving in Moreh, 
the release stated. 

PTI

 Polling officers carry an electronic voting machine (EVM) after collecting it from a distribution centre ahead 
of Meghalaya Assembly election at Nongpoh of Ri-Bhoi district in Meghalaya on Monday. 

Stage set for polls: Cong., BJP claim win in Meghalaya

Over 90% voting recorded in re-poll at six Tripura centres

Assam, Arunachal can solve border dispute via talks — Minister

Fight of families takes 
centrestage in Meghalaya polls

AR holds meeting on 
community security 

Mirror Crossword 1746Sud0ku 1586
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1745

ACROSS
1. Acquisition of knowledge
6. Slipped
10. Taxis
14. The Roman Senate
15. Localities (mathematics)
16. Border on
17. At right angles
18. Mimicked
19. Grief or sorrow (archaic)
20. Partner
22. Become evident
24. Snake-like fishes
25. Squander
26. Against
29. Author ____ Uris
30. Food thickener
31. Not doing anything
37. Excellence or worth
39. Government computer language
40. Ecclesiastic residence
41. Petty misdeed
44. Intercollegiate athletic 

organization
45. Bee colony
46. Clerics
48. Thing intended
52. Game of chance
53. Made with eggs
54. Official rebukes
58. Actress ____ Moreno
59. Israeli city Tel ____
61. Inspire
62. Flan or pie
63. French for “Celebration”
64. Warm reboot
65. Scottish island
66. One of the 5 senses
67. Lock of human hair 

DOWN
1. Hurry away
2. Hollow cylinder

3. Compound found in urine
4. Absolute opposite
5. Whine loudly
6. Long narrow strips
7. Run with an easy gait
8. Frozen water
9. Founder the 

“Enlightenment” 
movement, Denis 
_______

10. Armed forces trainee
11. Terminate prematurely
12. Protruding part 
13. Guide

21. Jai ____, sport
23. Half note in music
25. Pertaining to solid human 

waste
26. Place where tents are 

pitched
27. S-shaped curve in molding
28. Narcotics officer
29. Soup serving spoon
32. Unsophisticated
33. City in British Columbia
34. Quechuan indian people
35. Russian emperor
36. Affirmatives

38. Resort and lake in Nevada
42. Women in general
43. Baking appliance
47. Place inside
48. Harbors
49. Inuit boat
50. Attempt again
51. Dish
52. Sturdy belaying pin
54. Quote
55. Thorny flower
56. Supplements with difficulty
57. Collections
60. Letter before W

solutions to suD0ku 1585
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Fr. Matthew Narimattam

Brig. Gurjap Singh, commandant of the ARTC&S, giving away a TOLIC Shield to a representative for ‘best 
implementation of official language.’

Polling personnel carry Electronic Voting Machines and VVPAT as they leave the district election officer’s  
office for polling duty in Longleng on Feb. 26.

Policemen of the 11th NAP Indian Reserve, DGP Reserve Special Platoon, keep vigil at a mobile check 
post at Ngwalwa in Peren district on the eve of elections to the 13th Nagaland Legislative Assembly. 

TOLIC honours offices with awards Polling parties from Longleng head out 

Teachers in Diphu demonstrate

Salesian bids tearful farewell to Fr. Narimattam

NSLSA to hold legal service camp 

ASDC to observe SS 
Ingti’s death anniversary

Manipur CM meets over 800 persons on ‘People’s Day’

CPM denies allegations about killing housewife for voting BJP

On vigil 

INR 38 lakh cash seized in 
Meghalaya ahead of polls

Dimapur, Feb. 26 (EMN): 
The establishment of the 
Chief Engineer of Sewak 
Project; Food Corpora-
tion of India at Dimapur; 
and the DIG of Range   of 
the CRPF at Khatkhati 
were conferred with an 
award called the Town 
Official Language Imple-
mentation Committee 
(TOLIC) Shield Scheme  
2016-17 for their efforts 
in the implementation 
of the official language 
policy. The award was 
initiated to enhance the 
spirit of competition 
among establishments of 
the central government, 
it was informed.

The awards were 
given away at the sec-
ond biannual meeting 
of Dimapur TOLIC held 
at Assam Rifles Train-
ing Centre and School 
(ARTC&S), Dimapur, un-
der the chairmanship of 
Brig Gurjap Singh, Com-
mandant of ARTC&S on 
February 23.

On the occasion, 11 
Tactical Air Centre of 173 
Bn CRPF; No. 1 Main-
tainance Group of Assam 
Rifles, Headquarters 6 
Sector Assam Rifles; and 
32 Assam Rifles were also 
given Commendation 
Certificate for their good 
work in the field of official 

language implementation.      
Altogether 39 mem-

bers of central govern-
ment offices situated in 
Dimapur attended the 
meet, wherein Maj Bha-

vana Sharma, secretary 
of TOLIC, addressed 
the meeting, while Naib 
Subedar (Hindi transla-
tor) Deshraj of ARTC&S 
briefed on various aspects 

of the TOLIC meet. Rep-
resentatives from various 
government offices pre-
sented their inputs and 
reports on their progress 
on implementation of Ra-

jbhasha Hiondi in their 
respective sectors. 

After assessing the 
progress on implemen-
tation of Hindi in central 
government offices in Di-
mapur, Brig Gurjap Singh 
stressed upon impor-
tance of progressive use 
of Hindi and exhorted all 
members to implement 
the policies issued by 
the Government of India 
regarding publicity and 
implementation of the 
official language policy. 
The Commandant also 
emphasised on how mo-
tivational steps could be 
resorted for implemen-
tation of Hindi by means 
of incentives and appre-
ciations in all central gov-
ernment offices.      

Speaking on the oc-
casion, the Commandant 
applauded the efforts of 
the TOLIC members for 
their keen efforts on wide 
publicity of the official 
language. 

During the meeting, 
importance of progres-
sive use of Hindi in cen-
tral government offices 
was highlighted and all 
members were request-
ed to implement Hindi 
incentive schemes in-
troduced by the Govern-
ment of India in their re-
spective offices.

Dimapur, Feb. 26 (EMN): Polling par-
ties guarded by security forces for 108 
polling stations at 49th Tamlu and 50th   
Longleng assembly constituencies (AC) 
were deployed from Longleng district 
headquarters on Feb. 26 to conduct the 
Nagaland assembly elections scheduled 
for Feb.  27.

Of the total 108 polling stations in 

the district, 47 polling stations fall in 49 
Tamlu AC, while 61 fall in 50th Longleng 
AC. The polling personnel include 18  
women polling parties comprising 10  
in  49th  Tamlu AC and eight in 50th 
Longleng AC. 

A Longleng DPRO report stated that 
no untoward incident was reported till 
the filing of this report.       

Diphu, Feb. 26 (EMN): 
Teaching and non-teach-
ing staff comprising 241 
from higher secondary 
schools, high schools and 
ME schools in Karbi An-
glong demonstrated in 
front of Semson Sing In-
gti Memorial Park on Feb.  
26. The rally was held un-
der the banner of Karbi 
Anglong Venture Schools 
Association (KAVSA) de-
manding provincialisa-
tion of their schools as 
per the Non Government 
Educational (R&M) Act of  
2006.

The teachers attend-
ing the demonstration 
told that schools getting 
affiliation from Second-
ary Education Board 
of Assam (SEBA) on or 
before January 1, 2006, 
were provincialised by 
the state government. It 
was informed that only 
47 high schools, 84 ME 
schools and 15 LP schools 
got provincialised by the 

state government under 
this act from the two hill 
districts of Karbi Anglong.

There are about 120 
high schools, 20 higher 
secondary schools and 
101 ME schools, which 
received recognition from 
Karbi Anglong Autono-
mous Council (KAAC) 
and getting grant-in-aid 
from time to time were 
waiting for provincialisa-
tion from the state gov-
ernment. These schools 
should also be included 
in the Non Government 
Educational (R&M) Act, 
2006 for their provincial-
istion, the teachers de-
manded.

A memorandum ad-
dressed to the state edu-
cation minister, Himanta 
Biswas Sharma through 
the deputy commission-
er, Karbi Anglong, was 
submitted. The memo-
randum copy was also 
handed to CEM, KAAC, 
Tuliram Ronghang.

KAVSA, in their mem-
orandum, stated that all 
elementary and second-
ary educational institu-
tions established before 
2006 and received KAAC 
permission or recognition 
should be covered under 
Non Government Educa-
tional (R&M) Act, 20016, 
for provincialisation. 
KAVSA also reminded to 
the state government that 
both elementary and sec-
ondary education is an 
inherent and transferred 
subjects to the KAAC and 
that all elementary and 
secondary schools receiv-
ing financial recognition 
from KAAC before the 
Non Government Edu-
cational Institution Act, 
2006 should be covered 
under the act.

KAVSA president, 
Shantiram Terang, and 
the secretary, Kamaleswar 
Rongpi, led the members 
in submitting the memo-
randum.

Dimapur, Feb. 26 (EMN): 
The mortal remains of 
Fr. Matthew Narimattam 
(SDB) were laid to rest on 
February 26 at the Sale-
sian cemetery in  Salesian 
College’s campus in Di-
mapur. 

The requiem mass 
was presided over by 
Bishop Joseph Aind 
(SDB), DD of Dibrugarh 
Diocese, in the Salesian 
College Chapel. He was 
assisted by Bishop John 
Thomas Kattrukudiyil 
of Itanagar Diocese and 
Fr. Bosco Perianayagam 
(SDB), Vice Provincial of 
the Salesian Province of 
Dimapur. Over 80 priests 
concelebrated in the req-
uiem mass. 

A large congregation 
of sisters, brothers, Sale-
sian cooperators, Don 
Bosco alumni, lay faithful, 
friends and well – wishers 
participated in the mass 
and burial. 

Family members of 

Fr. Mathew, namely his 
younger brother, sister, 
nephew and two cousin 
sisters attended the tear-
ful funeral ceremony.

Fr. Bosco Perianayag-
am (SDB), Vice Provincial 
of Dimapur Province, de-
livered the homily. Con-
dolence messages were 
delivered by Bishop John 
Thomas of Itanagar Dio-
cese; Fr. AJ Cyriac (SDB), 
on behalf of the Salesian 
Province of Guwahati; Fr. 
CM Joseph (SDB) for the 
Salesian Province of Di-
mapur; Jose Narimattam 
(Fr. Mathew’s nephew), 
on behalf of the family 
members; Silverius Tigga 
for the Catholic commu-
nity of Doom Dooma in 
upper Assam; and Kan-
chan Jaswal, representing 
Don Bosco High School, 
Dergaon. 

Fr. Bosco, Vice Pro-
vincial, read out the mes-
sages of Bishop George 
Palliparambil (SDB), DD 

Kohima, Feb. 26 (EMN): 
Nagaland State Legal 
Services Authority (NSL-
SA) has announced to 
organise a legal services 
camp at Government 
Primary School, Mitel-
ephe, on February 28 at 
10 a.m.

During the camp 
medical assistance 
would be provided by Dr. 
Pusasul Martin, general 
physician, along with 
other nurses, while med-
icine would also be pro-
vided after examination.   

It informed that of-
ficials from Labour 

Department would be 
present for spot registra-
tion of workers in un-
organised sector under 
the Nagaland Building 
and Other Construction 
Workers scheme. 

Awareness on various 
government schemes 
and legal aid would be 
rendered by NSLSA panel 
lawyers.  

It may be mentioned 
that Mitelephe village is 
located in Kezocha Tehsil 
Circle of Kohima district, 
approximately 20 kilom-
eters away from Kohima 
town.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Feb. 26 (EMN): The Autono-
mous State Demand Committee 
(ASDC) of Diphu has announced that 
it will be observing the 70th death an-
niversary of Semson Sing Ingti, the 
founding member of the Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Hill District, on Feb. 28 at 
different places. The programme is be-
ing organised jointly by various organi-
sations.

At the ASDC central committee of-
fice, there will have candle lighting and 
procession of vehicles with portrait of 
Semson Sing Ingti from ASDC central 
committee office, the statement said.

Imphal, Feb. 26 (Agencies): Over 800 
people met the Manipur chief minister, 
N Biren Singh, at the CM’s secretariat to-
day to air their grievances. The Hill Lead-
ers’ Day and Meeyamgi Numit (People’s 
Day) were rescheduled today Due to as-
sembly session.

On the occasion, Biren attended to 
about 380 complaints and assured to 
look into their problems. Stating that 
the performance of the new government 
is satisfactory and is marching towards 
development, he said new welfare and 
health schemes for disabled persons 
were launched for the needy people of 
the state. 

Biren said that the number of griev-
ances have been reduced drastically and 

added that it is a sign of positive change 
in the state. People might have benefited 
from the newly introduced schemes, he 
added.

He has assured to continue holding 
Meeyamgi Numit and Hill Leaders’ Day 
until the problems faced by the people 
are solved. He said such meetings offer 
an opportunity to hear the grievances 
and problems faced by the people per-
sonally. 

While observing that grievances re-
garding health and disabled people has 
been lessen, he however stated many 
people come for financial assistance for 
self employment. He said officials of vari-
ous banks including SBI and Manipur Ru-
ral Bank have been deputed to assist those 

people who need financial help/loans. 
During the meeting, Biren directed 

the SBI officials to offer loans to needy 
and poor people and also asked the of-
ficials to reduce the loan processing 
time, if possible. He added that officials 
of health department has been deployed 
to issue the health card under the CM-gi 
Hakshelgi Tengbang scheme.

Biren also stated that around 80-
100 projects would be inaugurated/
launched from March 1 to 15 as part of 
the first anniversary celebration of the 
BJP-led state government in the state. He 
said the union home minister Rajnath 
Singh would visit the state on March 14 
to attend the anniversary celebration 
that falls on March 15. 

Agartala, Feb. 26 (Agencies): 
Four days after the alleged 
brutal killing of a 32-years old 
tribal housewife by her in-laws 
for voting against a ruling party 
and favouring the BJP, the CPI-
M has released a statement 
saying that the murder was 
due to family dispute, and in 
no way related to politics.

Accusing BJP of doing poli-
tics over an unfortunate mur-
der, CPI-M Unokoti district 
secretary Bijoy Roy said that 
the victim Gitani Chakma fell 
victim to a family dispute, and 

accordingly the police had ar-
rested three prime accused of 
the crime, a UNI report stated.

Reportedly, Gitani Chakma 
was an active worker of BJP 
and had been killed by her in-
laws on February 22 last night 
at her house when she was 
alone with her two children. 
The neighbours had rushed to 
rescue her and shifted her to 
hospital in critical condition. 
The murderers, however, were 
able to flee from the spot.

He alleged that the victim’s 
husband Bimal Chakma is 

known as a drunkard in Nalk-
ata village under Pecharthal 
constituency of Unokoti dis-
trict, and his entire family is 
BJP supporter. However, the 
murder was the result of a se-
rious dispute between Bimal 
and his brothers.

“The BJP has twisted the 
incident to achieve political 
mileage. We condemn such at-
tempt and requested police to 
take appropriate action against 
the culprits as per law. Crimi-
nals have also voted for some 
party but it doesn’t mean that 

party in involved in crime,” Roy 
argued.

He said that since the inci-
dent happened immediately 
after the election, BJP attempt-
ed to get the advantage of poli-
tics with fabricated facts and 
statement. The CPM doesn’t 
believe in violence and killing, 
rather in this election the party 
fought seeking vote for peace 
and tranquillity, he main-
tained.

Police has already arrested 
three brothers of Bimal Jyoti-
basu Chakma, Jyotimoy Chak-

ma and Sunit Chakma soon 
after the incident but did not 
arrest their wives who had also 
allegedly played a major role. 
Jyotibasu is an elected member 
of the village committee under 
Tripura Tribal Areas Autono-
mous District Council.

However, BJP warned to go 
on mass movement unless all 
the accused persons were ar-
rested and the reason of the 
killing was made public and 
added that “CPM is trying to di-
vert the case to save their face 
from their criminal acts.”

Shillong, Feb. 26 (PTI): 
Election authorities in 
poll-bound Meghalaya 
seized over Rs 38 lakh 
in cash from East Khasi 
Hills district today, just a 
day of the polling for the 
state assembly.

The seizure was made 
from the Lad Smit area 
and follows the seizure of 
Rs 12 lakh in Ri-Bhoi dis-
trict yesterday.

The static surveil-
lance team has seized 
Rs 38.67 lakh from one 
person under Madanrt-
ing police station limits 
today, chief electoral of-
ficer F R Kharkongor told 

PTI.
The seizure was made 

from a coal trader and a 
resident of West Jaintia 
Hills district who was 
travelling on a brand new 
SUV.

The cash was handed 
over to concerned au-
thorities and investiga-
tion is on to find out the 
source and destination, 
an election official who 
was involved in monitor-
ing movements, said.

Till date over Rs 70 
lakh have been seized 
from several persons in 
the state which is going 
to poll tomorrow.

of Miao Diocese in Aru-
nachal Pradesh, and of Sr. 
Daisy Jacob (MSMHC) on 
behalf of the Sacred Heart 
Province of Tinsukia.

In the absence of 
the Provincial, Fr. Nes-
tor Guria (SDB), Fr. John 
Bosco Perianayagam 
(SDB), Vice Provincial of 
Dimapur Province, con-
ducted the last funeral 
rites in the Salesian Cem-
etery.

Fr. Mathew Narimat-
tam was born in the Palai 
diocese of Kerala on April 
11, 1933. He officially en-
tered the Salesian (Don 
Bosco) society on May 
24, 1955, and was or-
dained priest on May 2, 
1965. Of the 53 years of 
priestly life, he spent 29 
years as a missionary in 
various places like Dhe-
kiajuli, Doom Dooma, 
Dibrugarh, Dergaon, 
Harmutty in Assam, and 
Itanagar, Doimuk, etc. in 
Arunachal Pradesh. For 
nearly 24 years, he spent 
in the educational min-
istry. He had written and 
translated many books, 
composed songs and re-
ligious hymns in the local 
languages of Assam and 
produced several audio 
cassettes to enhance his 
ministry for the people’s 
welfare.

In 2016, he was 
transferred to Don Bo-
sco Higher Secondary 
School, Dimapur. He 
died on February 24.    
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Written Matters

A
fter nearly three weeks of campaigning by 
political parties and the candidates the elec-
torates of the state will finally vote on Feb.27 
to elect the next set of representatives for the 

Nagaland Legislative Assembly. The present Assem-
bly Elections will be one that has witnessed one of 
the shortest  campaign period due to the uncertainty 
that prevailed for the conduct of the polls. Neverthe-
less, although time was running out all the political 
parties were able to come up with their manifestos for 
the elections. The first to release was the Naga Peo-
ple’s Front (NPF)  and the last was the newly formed 
regional party the Nationalist Democratic Progressive 
Party(NDPP). This elections also have one of the high-
est number of political parties from outside the state 
indicating the recent interests that the region has gen-
erated recently.

It is also on expected lines that the manifestos of 
the NDPP and the BJP alliance were more specific 
as compared to the manifestos of the other parties. 
The reason being that the BJP led NDA is in power 
at the Centre . The ruling NPF party of the state also 
had some very specific points on Education, Health-
care, Communications and connectivity. The Indian 
National Congress with few probable winning can-
didates  in the present elections instead dedicated 
a few pages of their manifesto to attack the BJP and 
also the earlier NPF-BJP government. It no doubt also 
had some very specific points for the youth and the 
student community. The commonly covered issues by 
all was the Naga political solution , corruption, vari-
ous schemes related to the Centre’s Act East policy, the 
overall infrastructure of the state  and the welfare for 
the citizens. The NDPP stood out for the special men-
tion and promises for the eastern areas knowing well 
the 20 seats from the area. 

However, the effect that manifestos had on the 
public is just a deafening silence with a few excep-
tions. The many forums in social media also is bereft 
of discussion on the manifesto of the parties. It is also 
noteworthy  that it seems many of the parties are also 
not sure of themselves and their manifestos that ex-
cept for the usual PR exercise of releasing it there is 
no proper dissemination. The conventional media 
too may not have done enough justice in disseminat-
ing  the manifestos of the various political parties. It 
seemed there is a collective unwritten understanding 
that the manifestos are just formalities during elec-
tions. The majority of Nagas with strong oral traditions 
are still more focused on the person and their charis-
ma. The public still enjoy personal attacks laced with 
wit. Rhetoric is a necessity in politics but in Nagaland 
it is presently overrated. 

Then comes the overt personalisation of politics 
that the lists of policies for the common good is ig-
nored. The person, family,clan, khel, village etc. comes 
first. It is not the fault of the candidates only but it is 
the public who fail to hold the elected members ac-
countable to implement  those promises after the 
elections. The scenario worsens as many of the con-
stituencies are quite small. So today, as it is the case 
for the last 54 years, the Naga public will go to vote but 
the written matters, the promises made by the politi-
cal parties, will probably be lost forever again even be-
fore the first vote is cast. 

Azera Parveen Rahman | IANS

Somrita Ghosh |IANS

 Akhrie Naga

Divyanshu Ganatra

The Lord releases us from fear.

Our bodies react to our feelings of dread and fear. 
A weight in the pit of our stomachs, along with 
our hearts pounding as we gulp for breath, signal 
our sense of anxiety. Our physical nature keeps 

us from ignoring these feelings of unease.
The disciples felt shockwaves of fear one night after 

Jesus had performed the miracle of feeding more than 
five thousand people. The Lord had sent them ahead to 
Bethsaida so He could be alone to pray. During the night, 
they were rowing against the wind when suddenly they 
saw Him walking on the water. Thinking He was a ghost, 
they were terrified (Mark 6:49–50).

But Jesus reassured them, telling them not to be 
afraid and to take courage. As He entered their vessel, the 
wind died down and they made it to the shore. I imagine 
that their feelings of dread calmed as they embraced the 
peace He bestowed.

When we’re feeling breathless with anxiety, we can 
rest assured in Jesus’s power. Whether He calms our 
waves or strengthens us to face them, He will give us 
the gift of His peace that “transcends all understanding” 
(Philippians 4:7). And as He releases us from our fears, 
our spirits and our bodies can return to a state of rest.

Lord Jesus Christ, help me when the dread seems to 
cling to me. Release me from my fears and give me 

Your peace.

DAILY
PATH

The Release of Fear

BIBLE READ:   MARK 6:45–53
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.   
~  Mark 6:50

I
t was a much-awaited trip to the Gir National Park, 
abode of the majestic Asiatic Lions. At the end of 
the two-day visit, not only did I come back en-
thralled at having spotted a pride of lions feasting 

on their kill in the wild but also fascinated at learning 
more about India’s little known African-origin tribe, 
the Siddis, living right outside its periphery.

At first, nothing seems out of the ordinary. Ash-
if, our guide for the jeep safari in Gir, was a friendly 
youngster, eager to answer questions and speaking 
fluent Hindi, while breaking into chaste Gujarati every 
now and then with the driver. There was no giveaway 
whatsoever.

As we drove through Talala, a little town nestling 
against Sasan in the Junagadh district of western Gu-
jarat, it was hard to miss the marked difference in 
physical features among sections of the ordinary folk 
on the roads. A group of young school-going girls with 
their curly hair in braids, confirmed that they belonged 
to the Siddi tribe and pointed at some others -- women 
in saris; young men on bikes, lounging near shops -- as 
belonging to their tribe as well. If it was the difference 
that first made them stand out, it was the extent of as-
similation with the local culture that was even more 
striking.

Ashif, who later confirmed that he too belonged to 
the tribe, however slayed my reaction. “Why should 
it be surprising? We have been here for centuries,” he 
said.

And it’s true. Siddis are believed to the descendants 
of the Bantu people in East Africa. According to Cen-
sus 1931, they were brought to India by the Portugese 
towards the end of the 17th century, possibly as slaves. 
Some believe they were brought by the Arabs even ear-
lier, dating back to the 7th century. When slavery was 
abolished, they fled into the thick jungles, fearing re-
capture and torture.

An isolated and reclusive community, the Siddis 
are spread along the coast of Gujarat, Karnataka, Ma-
harashtra and Andhra Pradesh. Their main population 
is, however, concentrated in Junagadh district. With an 
estimated population of 50,000-60,000, they are most-
ly practising Muslims, although those in Karnataka are 
Catholics.

As Ashif says, Siddis follow a way of life that is a 
mosaic of their roots and of the place which they have 

called home for the last couple of centuries. The com-
munity’s folk dance, Dhamal, for instance, is a unique 
dance form in which male dancers, with their bodies 
and faces painted, move energetically to drum beats. 
The acrobatic moves, the style and the rhythm indi-
cate resemblance to African folk dance. Artistes per-
forming Dhamal are usually viewed with great awe at 
dance festivals, both in India and abroad; the commu-
nity dance troupes also give performances for tourists 
in and around Junagadh.

The Siddi community is mainly agriculture-de-
pendent, although it’s hard to find many landowners; 
most of them work as labourers in the fields instead. 
Largely ignored by the government and hardly known 
by their fellow countrymen, their socio-economic 
condition is poor. Those who migrate to bigger towns 
or cities find odd jobs; others, like Ashif who works as a 
guide, or Juje Jackie Harnodkar who has a government 
job in Mumbai, are relatively better off.

“Even then, finding acceptance among our fellow 
countrymen is difficult,” Juje said. “I often face racist 
comments from fellow passengers on the train and 
on the road; I have to keep reinstating my Indianness. 
This is why most of us prefer staying away from the cit-
ies and closer to nature.”

Juje is a former athlete whose life took a turn when, 
in 1989, he was selected under the Sports Authority of 
India’s (SAI’s) Special Area Games Scheme. The pro-
gramme, which took off in 1987, aimed at scouting 
for and training members of the Siddi community to 
represent India as athletes in the international arena. 
If one were to go back in history, you would find many 
young, enthusiastic athletes from the community - 
like Kamala Babu Siddi, who was the national record 
holder in junior girls pentathlon -- who performed 
extremely well in international competitions. In 1993, 
however, the scheme was suddenly stopped.

It was a depressing moment for the community, es-
pecially because they were only inches away from es-
caping the bubble of oblivion in their own homeland. 
Two years back, however, things started looking up 
once again, as SAI revived the scheme for the commu-
nity and former Siddi athletes are at the helm of affairs, 
training younger members with passion. An Olympic 
medal for India in 2024 is possible, Juje says, confident 
that sports will pave the way of acceptance for this 
small community in the country they have called their 
home for centuries.

D
ivyanshu Ganatra was just 19 
when glaucoma claimed his 
eyesight. Being a nature’s boy 
who revelled in cycling, climb-

ing mountains and trekking, confining 
himself to the four walls of a room was a 
situation he was not ready to accept. So 
he fought against all odds and, today, he 
is India’s first blind solo paraglider.

He firmly believes that only sports 
can bring people from the able and disa-
bled worlds together, and dispel mis-
conceptions about the inherent ability 
of a disabled individual.

Divyanshu’s journey began with his 
anger and frustration over dealing with 
a sudden, difficult and dark phase in his 
life which he was not prepared for. Even 
his ability to walk alone was questioned 
by people every single day.

He went to a rehabilitation cen-
tre hoping to get equipped for life but 
couldn’t sustain there for long as the 
only career suggestions were that of 
a telephone operator or chalk maker. 
However, he strongly believed that a 
disabled person can do much more than 
what society envisages for him.

“I was not ready for a life based on 
people’s sympathy. It took some time 
for me to regain my mental stamina and 
physical strength. I knew I belonged to 
the outdoors -- and slowly started go-
ing for cycling and other activities like 
climbing,” Divyanshu, now 40, told 
IANS.

Climbing led to paragliding, initially 
with an instructor.

“I can never forget that ecstatic feel-
ing. It is closest to any sort of spiritual 
experience I ever had. It is extremely dif-
ficult to express how it feels to be flying 
in the sky. No experience is more liberat-

ing than that. There are so many barriers 
on land; but in the sky, I am free like a 
bird,” he said.

That was in 2004, when he was 26, 
and there was no looking back. Battling 
stereotypes, he wanted to stand out in 
the crowd and beat the notion that a 
disabled person needs a helping hand.

Finally in 2014, Divyanshu went on 
to become India’s first blind solo pa-
raglider. This led him to start, in the 
same year, the Adventures Beyond 
Barriers Foundation (ABBF), which at-
tempts to bridge the gap between the 
able and the disabled, in collaboration 
with Firefox Bikes, a leading brand of 
imported cycles (mainly of the outdoor 
kind) in India.

“I am blessed to be born in Pune. 
From childhood I have been climbing 
hills or going on treks frequently. And I 
believe sports is one platform that es-
tablishes contact between these two 
communities,” he added.

Although he is often cited as an in-
spiration for others, this is something 
that Divyanshu is not very fond of hear-
ing about himself.

“There is nothing ‘inspiring’ about 
what I have done. Paragliding or moun-
tain climbing or any adventure sport 
can be done by any individual; what’s so 
special about me doing it? You won’t call 
an able person doing the same (thing as 
me) as ‘inspiration’, then why for a disa-
bled,” he asked.

Divyanshu’s struggle has not been 
against physical constraints but for 
breaking through societal attitudes.

“Disability should be the last of word 
used for describing a blind person. What 
hurts me more is the assumption of the 
able-bodied that it must be difficult for 
one to live with ‘disability’. Not with any 
ill-intention, but it is a misconception 
the mainstream community carries in 
its minds, and which has crippled their 

approach towards the disabled,” he said.
“Persons with disabilities are the 

largest invisible population in our coun-
try. There are around 200 million people 
with disabilities in India but we are bare-
ly noticed,” he added.

Another word that bothers him is 
“sympathy” -- Divyanshu believes what 
the disabled community looks for is em-
pathy.

“Ask us how our life is, don’t assume! 
We do not need sympathy, but empa-
thy. The narrative of disability needs to 
be changed, the language needs to be 
changed. How disability is portrayed is 
sad and people need to know that we 
don’t lead a sad life. We are perceived 
with pitying eyes -- this needs to be 
stopped,” he maintained.

Talking about the constitutional 
rights of the disabled, Divyanshu said 
that though there were a number of 
laws, implementation was tardy.

“If the legislation is not practised, 

then it is of no use. First, the majority of 
the disabled are unaware of their rights. 
Second, the rights are not implemented 
properly for the betterment of the disa-
bled. There is a certain quota for the 
disabled in both the private and public 
sector, but the disabled are just made to 
sit out and no work is assigned to them, 
which is worse,” he pointed out.

However, Divyanshu has always 
been an optimist and strongly believes 
change will come.

“There is a change in people’s at-
titude towards the disabled. When the 
change is much more meaningful and 
once we have more mainstream people 
opening up their educational institutes, 
work places and public spaces for us, we 
will see a huge change,” he said.

 (The weekly feature series is part 
of a positive-journalism project of 

IANS and the Frank Islam Foundation. 
Somrita Ghosh can be contacted at 

somrita.g@ians.in )

A
s we all already know by now, computer sci-
ence has become a crucial vital integrated 
part of our lives; without us even having re-
alize too much of its significance and input 

so to say. We may not even accept that we are more 
technological just for the mere fact that we don’t know 
how to program various computer languages; or how 
to operate sophisticated technology – this however 
does not bar the fact that we are indeed more reliant 
and technology driven, in going through our usual er-
rands and commute. We are more technological than 
we think we could be.

When we say computer science, it is nothing more 
but the implication of computer logic to program 
software/apps or machines, to function and com-
plete assigned tasks so that the humans could exploit 
more leisure, and advance, all the while being more 
resourceful towards progressive civilization. Without 
computer logic (computer language)—computer—it 
appears as to be just a dumb old tin box…so chill hu-
mans – humans are smarter than computers.  

 The first programming language was FORTRAN, 
invented in 1954 by a team at IBM; which although 

is irrelevant when talking about the significance of 
progress in computer science (let us just assume this 
writer to be handing out general knowledge!), when 
the fact remains that we have variety of computer 
languages today like BASIC, ALGOL, Python, Java, 
C, C++ etc.—each utilized significantly in certain as-
pects of software development. Java and C program-
ming though stands out to be fluctuating in terms of 
popularity and is most widely used among modern 
programmers.

The various programming languages are first 
coded in the text editor program, and then through 
the compiler program, the codes or source codes are 
compiled into machine language for the computer to 
understand and execute tasks. We can create our own 
software, games, program our robots etc. by learning 
how to code.     

While development of software or apps could be 
assigned as to a completion of certain projects the pro-
grammers are working on, and is indeed an integral 
accessory of the whole shebang that is computer sci-
ence—progress of computer science covers broader 
spectrum about the potential of the whole concept of 
computer logic derived technologies. There appears 
to be yet infinite dimension of unexplored realms for 
the programmers to breakthrough and build virtual 

and simulated worlds, as more or less uncanny to our 
own reality. The possibility is limitless.

For beginners, it is important to comprehend the 
basic knowledge and elements of computer program-
ming. Computer science is expanding and without 
indulging the rudimentary factors and processes of 
coding, one may as well sway away from the entirety 
of progress through computing. Because, without ini-
tially setting up the learning dynamics to have access 
to the wonders of computer science—there could not 
be any progress in that field at all.  

This writer suggests to all aspirants of coding, 
both young and old…to take the time in extracting 
the abstract and seeing through patterns with how-
ever much effort and without giving up from exhaus-
tion, because coding is the new big thing happening 
worldwide and that aside from the stereotype of being 
branded as a geek or a nerd, there is so much thrill 
and satisfaction embarking on this journey and ex-
ploring out the horizons of computing. 

As will.i.am from Black Eyed Peas [who now have 
started taking coding classes] quotes, “Great coders are 
today’s rock stars.” while being a little ironic I should 
say – coding is progress oriented benefiting not just the 
programmers but also the community and making the 
world get just a step closer to the future.

Discovering India’s Little 
Known African Tribe

Flying High: Changing the Narrative on Disability 

Significance of Development and Progress of Computer Science

1. Shall not buy votes with money.
2. Shall not insist/force Clan, Khel, Village, and 

family to declare support for a  particular can-
didate.

3. Shall not bribe the voters with money or ma-
terials.

4. Shall not distribute party money or provide 
party-based development work during elec-
tion time.

5. Shall not distribute alcohol, drugs, or other in-
toxicants to voters.

6. Shall not set up camps in colony/khel/vlllage/
town.

7. Shall not put up flags and posters on an indi-
vidual household except in party office and 
house of the candidate.

8. Shall not provide feasting, picnic, or go for 
procession.

9. Shall not use force, intimidation and undue 
influence to the voters.

10. Shall not use the support of underground/
NPGs for threatening voters.

11. Shall have a dear and realistic manifesto.
12. Shall avoid house to house campaign.
13. Shall discipline the party workers and educate 

them with CEC instructed by the NBCC.
14. Shall not use/spread false propaganda for 

personal gain.
15. Shall not be involved in booth capturing and 

any other activities which are unbecoming of 
any political party.

16. Shall  deliver peace,  justice, and development 
for our people

17. Shall participate in the Common Platforms 
organized by the Clean Election committee.

18. Shall support NBCC-CEC guidelines in letter 
and spirit, and cooperate with all the initia-
tives of  Association level CEC-Core Commit-
tee.

Issued in public interest

Pledge Signed by 
Political Parties and 

NBCC for Clean Elections
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Kayonda Hubert Ngamaba | The Conversation

Zapra Chakhesang

Sonja Avlijas | Open Democracy

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Misinformation 
is likely to spread like wildfire today, caus-
ing a lot of unnecessary upset either among 
your neighbors at home or your colleagues 

at work. Don’t accept at face value any gossip or rumor 
you hear, Aries. Check the accuracy of the information 
yourself. If it does turn out to be false, as is likely, you’ll 
feel sorry if you’ve had any part in perpetuating it.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You’re finally 
setting in motion some longstanding goals 
of yours, Taurus. Good for you! But even 
though everything is in place and you’re 

ready to go, it’s possible that you’ll receive notice to-
day of some delay in your plans. The frustration feels 
unbearable. But when you step back and look at the 
bigger picture, you’ll see that ultimately this delay is in 
your best interests.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Beware lawyers, 
bankers, and stockbrokers today, Gemini. 
One of them is likely to try and mislead you 
with some inaccurate information. While it 

might be in his or her best interests for you to take this 
information at face value, it certainly isn’t in yours! Do 
your own research and get all the facts before making 
the financial investments recommended to you.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): A family mem-
ber or other loved one may not be telling you 
the truth. In this person’s defense, he or she 
likely thinks they’re protecting you by shield-

ing you from the truth. This is a time for you to trust 
your instincts, Cancer. If you’re told something that 
simply doesn’t ring true, check the information yourself 
rather than accept it at face value.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You have an active 
mind and an even more active imagination, 
Leo. Today you risk short-circuiting your 
brain as you struggle to keep up with all the 

ideas and information swirling inside your head. Take 
a few minutes to do a mental inventory. Write down 
everything you’re thinking right now so you can free 
some space in your brain for other issues. A long walk 
or jog would help soothe your mind.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22):  If a family mem-
ber is in a bad mood but not confessing why, 
it’s up to you to step in and help. He or she is 
carrying that big black cloud around, casting 

shadows everywhere they go. Do what you can to snap 
your relative out of it, although take care not to force 
the issue too harshly. Counseling might be in order, 
and this may not be your area of expertise!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): If a friend or 
colleague seems to be in trouble, you may 
not want to interfere for fear of being too 
intimate. But this isn’t a time to hold back, 

Libra. It’s likely that this person really does need 
your help. Your intervention will be much appre-
ciated and possibly even rewarded. Be sure to get 
some rest tonight. You’re emotionally and physi-
cally drained.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Your career 
may be sidetracked by petty gossip, rumor, 
and office politics. It’s likely that someone 
is pushing forward his or her agenda with-

out any thought or concern for its impact on others. 
Do what you can to put a stop to such shenanigans, 
Scorpio. There are times when it’s appropriate to be the 
whistleblower, and this is one of them.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Some bad 
news about your financial situation may not 
really be as bad as it first appears. Even so, it 
throws you for a loop. Double-check the in-

formation before spiraling into a panic, Sagittarius. It 
may be that a computer made an error or a bank clerk 
messed up. You may have to unravel some paperwork, 
but it will be a relief to have it resolved.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19):  In an 
unpleasant situation, your inclination is 
to protect your loved ones from the truth. 
This would be a mistake, Capricorn. Even 

though you’re acting out of love, your family mem-
bers deserve to know the truth even if it hurts. You 
can’t shield them from the realities of the outside 
world. Most people, even the young, prefer to know 
the facts.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You may 
be feeling tired and a bit wrung out today, 
Aquarius. Although you’re a workaholic by 
nature, even you are forced to admit that this 

is a day to stay in bed. Give yourself these few hours to 
regroup and recoup your energy. You’ll need to be op-
erating at peak form for all the work that’s likely to hit 
your desk next week.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): There could be 
a missing person very much on your mind 
these days. Is it possible that the relationship 
is over and you’re the last one to know? Don’t 

let your insecurities get the better of you, Pisces. It’s 
likely that your friend merely needs some time alone 
to sort out some big life issues. He or she will seek out 
your warmth and friendship again soon.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

T
here is nothing inherently neoliberal about 
‘positive thinking’. But neoliberal capitalism 
is very good at co-opting everything that goes 
against it, repackaging it and re-selling it for a 

profit. This is how positive thinking became a recipe for 
attaining personal success and riches instead of a tool 
for social transformation. We now need to reclaim it.

Some advocates of positive thinking tell us that an 
optimistic attitude can take us far. With the right mind-
set and enough self-love, anything is possible, so the 
story goes. Even the least privileged person can accu-
mulate sufficient emotional and psychological strength 
to confront the cruelties of capitalism, ‘lean in’ and suc-
ceed despite the odds. Your thoughts are your destiny. 
You need only buy enough self-help books to show you 
the way to self-realisation.

Critics of this approach are furious. They argue that 
the positive thinking movement is a western, white, 
middle-class phenomenon which serves to justify ram-
pant inequality, racism, sexism, and all the other ob-
stacles that people face in modern capitalist societies. 
They also believe that it feeds neoliberal capitalism and 
helps it to thrive, because it distracts people from their 
socio-economic reality by making them believe that 
their biggest problem in life is their own mental atti-
tude. The underlying message is clear: if you are failing, 
then it must be your fault. Next time, try harder.

To me, this debate is rooted in an illogical and ar-
tificial choice between working on our emotional and 
spiritual strength and well-being—following which we 
will somehow become happier and more accepting of 
the system which is organised to exploit and oppress 
us; or not working on our emotional wellbeing, and 
thus feeling even more miserable, disempowered and 
unable to change things for the better.

In the first scenario, we are blamed for enabling fur-
ther oppression, both of ourselves and others. In the 
second we are so exhausted from our daily frustrations 

and negative emotions that we don’t have the time or 
energy to work for social transformation. This kind of 
false binary thinking is unnecessary and unhelpful. But 
is there a better way forward?

Many western interpretations of eastern thought—
which seems to be where many ideas about positive 
thinking come from—tell us that our minds project 
the worlds we live in. This implies that people get 
what they deserve, whether this is due to the content 
of their conscious or subconscious thoughts. These 
same interpretations also tell us that we need to ac-
cept the world as it is in order to become truly happy 
and lead a fulfilling life.

As a social scientist and an activist devoted to so-
cial transformation, I found such an interpretation of 
eastern thought unacceptable, but had no clue how to 
think about it differently. Friends also confessed to me 
that they were afraid to take up meditation as a wellbe-
ing practice because they thought it would make them 
accept the status quo, while they really believed in so-
cial change.

So as a meditation practitioner I was faced with a 
moral dilemma. Was I really encouraging the status 
quo by continuing my practice? Then I discovered ini-
tiatives such as Decolonising Yoga which discuss how 
spiritual thought and practice can reinforce oppres-
sion and racism. They made me realise that I was not 
alone in my discomfort towards the idea of accept-
ance that is so often associated with spirituality and 
positive thinking. This was encouraging, so I contin-
ued my exploration.

Then I suddenly put all the pieces of the puzzle to-
gether while watching a documentary series on Viet-
nam in which a number of Buddhist monks, and most 
notably Thích Quảng Đảc, were shown burning them-
selves alive during the 1960s in acts of political protest 
against the persecution of Buddhists by the American-
backed South Vietnamese government of the time. Why 
would Buddhist monks self-immolate for political rea-
sons in Vietnam, or elsewhere, if eastern thought was 
telling us that our minds were solely responsible for our 

circumstances?
Wasn’t eastern thought supposed to be about ac-

cepting the world as it was? If these monks were willing 
to die for social change after devoting their entire lives 
to the spiritual practice of acceptance, there must be 
something terribly wrong with the western, capitalism-
infused interpretation of that word. 

As spiritually developed as these monks were, 
they were still living in the war-torn Vietnam of the 
1960s. War was a fact, just as I will always be an East-
ern European woman and my passport and accent 
will sometimes speak louder than my words, how-
ever much I build my own emotional strength and 
capacity to generate positive thoughts.  Oppressive 
power structures are tangible indeed. But there is 
also a plethora of scientific evidence to show that our 
thoughts influence both our internal and external 
realities.  How can we reconcile these different per-
spectives?

The idea that we are able to influence some but not 
all aspects of our existence can even be explained with-
in the framework of eastern spiritual thought, with a lit-
tle help from the ‘depth psychology’ of Carl Jung. Jung’s 
work tells us that, in addition to the personal conscious 
and unconscious elements of the psyche, there is also 
a collective component, a supra-structure of our col-
lective (or transpersonal) unconscious. This is the key 
difference between Jung and Sigmund Freud, and the 
reason for the professional rupture between the two 
psychiatrists.

Freud did not believe in the collective component 
of the psyche but Jung did, and consequently saw the 
whole of humanity as psychologically interconnected, 
similar to much of eastern and indigenous thought. If 
we inject Jung’s notion of the collective unconscious 
into the idea that the world is a projection of our minds, 
then we can begin to accommodate the possibility that 
the oppressive structures of inequality that we experi-
ence in daily life reflect our collective unconscious, 
which we can’t affect simply by changing our own in-
dividual thoughts.

However, even if those thoughts are just a drop in 
the ocean of the collective unconscious, positive think-
ing at the personal level remains a powerful input for 
social transformation. And the more of us do it, the 
more difference we can make. Through my personal 
practice, I have learned that negative thoughts and 
emotions tend to paralyse me, and make me less likely 
to do anything about my situation. But once I manage 
to clear my head through meditation or other methods 
like playing the guitar, I feel re-energised, and more 
willing to engage with the problems of my community 
and the wider world.

Consequently, I’ve concluded that for me, accept-
ance is about learning how to liberate myself from the 
emotional burden of paralysing stress, sadness or anger 
so that I can be more, not less socially pro-active. This 
is what I think of as ‘positive thinking.’ It may not make 
me rich and famous, but it does give me more energy 
to fight for the causes I believe in, which in turn gives 
more meaning to my existence. It also makes me more 
accepting of my own limitations when I fail to perform 
according to my expectations, which reduces my over-
all anxiety and makes me more optimistic and pro-ac-
tive in the longer run.

Therefore, acceptance has nothing to do with be-
coming indifferent to suffering. On the contrary, it 
allows us to act on suffering more effectively. Even 
though neoliberal capitalism has co-opted resilience 
and positive thinking as consumer goods which it can 
sell as quick recipes for success, we don’t need to ‘throw 
out the baby with the bathwater.’

By rejecting the idea of positive thinking and dis-
couraging the use of powerful self-healing tools such 
as meditation we are actually reinforcing further dis-
empowerment of those who are already socially and 
economically marginalised. We should be able to see 
through this hoax and together reclaim positive think-
ing in the name of social transformation.

(Sonja Avlijaš is a writer and a researcher at the 
Laboratory for Interdisciplinary Evaluation of Public 

Policies at Sciences Po, Paris.)

...from previous issue
3. John 18:36 reads, Jesus told Pilate, 

“My kingdom is not of this world.... But 
now my kingdom is from another place.” 
Where is that another place? Where is that 
kingdom of Jesus? We need to diligently 
search to find it. 

Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you a king?” In 
reply to Pilate Jesus meant to tell. “Yes, Pi-
late, you are right. I am the king of the truth. 
And my career and ministry on this earth 
is to be a bearing witness to the truth.” Pi-
late again asked, “What is the truth?” But 
without waiting for the answer, he rushed 

out to the crowd. Though, found no fault 
at all in him in the dig, out of fear he miser-
ably failed to defend justice and had sur-
rendered the truth, who was Jesus, to be 
crucified by washing his hands before the 
public. A timid act which has been, since 
then, condemned by generation to gener-
ation. In life, if you happen to meet a truth 
to defend, have the courage to do it. Do not 
betray the truth like Pontious Pilate. For Je-
sus was the truth. And that truth was the 
truth which would “set men free”. 

Galatians 5:1 Paul says, “It is for free-
dom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, 
then, and do not let yourselves be bur-
dened again by a yoke of slavery.” 

Mark Halter, in his book titled “ZIP-
PORAH” page-270 wrote like this. “Moses 
said to the Israelites, the word of Almighty 
is addressed to free men.” “Freedom is like 
water at the bottom of a well. We must 
learn to bring it out into the light of day, 
and then we must learn to drink it. You are 
not yet capable of that.” 

“What do you mean?” asked the Is-
raelites, in surprise. “How have we done 
wrong?” 

Moses explained to the people, “I freed 
you from slavery, thanks to the strong 
hand of the Everlasting, but in your hearts 
you are still slaves. In your hearts you are 
still in the desert. We are not worthy of milk 

and honey. And in the desert you will die.” 
“Your children and grandchildren, who 
have never known slavery, will enter Can-
nan and discover the Promised Land, not 
you.”

In the same way, thanks be unto the 
Everlasting God for delivering the Nagas 
from darkness to light, and from jungle 
headhunting age open to the present ad-
vanced civilization through the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, and along with it came the 
recent education. But in our hearts, we are 
still in the jungle; in our minds we are still 
primitive, not refined. We are not yet fit to 
enter or discover the “Promised Land”. 

In St. John 8:31-36 Jesus says, “If you 

hold to my teaching, you are really my dis-
ciples. Then you will know the truth, and 
the truth will set you free.” The Jews an-
swered him, “We are not slaves. How can 
you say that we shall be set free?” Jesus re-
plied, “Everyone who sins is a slave to sin.” 
It means everyone who steals, tells a lie, or 
corrupts is a slave to Satan. Jesus further 
says, “So if the Son sets you free, you will 
be free indeed.” Matt.11:28-30 Jesus says, 
“Come... learn from me... and you will find 
rest for your souls.” 

(A talk given at Faith Theological 
Seminary, Jotsoma, Kohima, Nagaland on 
the 12th Nov. 2017 Sunday School service).

Concluded

Why Positive Thinking Isn’t Neoliberal

Why Did Jesus Decline to Become a Worldly King or Leader?

W
hat makes peo-
ple happy? This 
question can be 
difficult to an-

swer. Happiness has been 
discussed throughout his-
tory. Philosophers, thinkers 
and activists, such as Aristip-
pus, Aristotle, Zhuangzi, Jean 
Jacques Rousseau, Jeremy 
Benthan and Bertrand Rus-
sell, have considered happi-
ness and life satisfaction to 
be one of the highest goals of 
human motivation.

But happiness and life 
satisfaction can be tricky to 
define. While both make up 
part of a person’s well-being, 
happiness refers to an indi-
vidual’s emotions, feelings 
or moods. Life satisfaction, 
on the other hand, is more 
to do with the way people 
might think about their life 
as a whole – including their 
relationships.

Previous research sug-
gests the “happy person” is 
young, healthy, well-edu-
cated, well-paid, optimistic 
and extroverted. The same 

research found the happiest 
people tend to be religious, 
married, with high self-es-
teem and job morale and 
modest aspirations. It seems 
your gender and level of in-
telligence don’t necessarily 
come into it.

Research suggests  that 
around the world, over 84% 
of people belong to or are 
connected to a religious 
group. And our recent re-
search looks at whether dif-
ferent religions experience 
different levels of happiness 
and life satisfaction. The 
findings show that individual 
religiosity and their country’s 
level of development both af-
fect people’s happiness and 
life satisfaction.
Happiness research
Our study looks at a large 
number of different religious 
groups across 100 countries 
– from 1981 to 2014 – using 
data from the World Value 
Survey.

Our findings suggest that 
Protestants, Buddhists and 
Roman Catholics are happier 

and more satisfied with their 
lives, compared with other 
groups. Jews, Hindus, Mus-
lims, and the non-religious 
were in between, while Or-
thodox Christians were found 
to have the lowest happiness 
and life satisfaction rates.

In our research, we found 
that many factors were posi-
tively associated with hap-
piness and life satisfaction. 
These included being Prot-
estant, female, married and 
younger (16 to 24 years old). 
The household’s financial 
situation also came into it, as 
did a person’s state of health 
and freedom of choice.

We discovered that na-
tional pride and trust were 
important in terms of happi-
ness rankings, as was having 
friends, family and leisure 
time. Attending weekly reli-
gious practice was also dis-
covered to be an important 
factor. On the other hand, 
being unemployed and on a 
low income was negatively 
associated with happiness 
and life satisfaction.

A closer look at the mag-
nitude of the association be-

tween these factors and hap-
piness and life satisfaction 
revealed that health, finan-
cial stability and freedom of 
choice, or control over one’s 
life were the most important 
factors. But more research 
needs to be done to under-
stand why some religious 
groups are happier and more 
satisfied than others.
A global objective
In recent years, interest in 
well-being research has 
surged – with economists 
such as Nobel laureate 
Joseph Stiglitz agreeing it is 
time to shift the emphasis 
from measuring economic 
production, to measuring 
people’s happiness and life 
satisfaction.

But to make human hap-
piness the overall guide to 
human progress requires 
good data on the quality of 
human lives – and this is 
something that is sadly still 
lagging in most countries.

In the meantime, it might 
be worth both individuals 
and governments engag-
ing with positive psychol-
ogy. New research shows 

that schools teaching posi-
tive psychology radically 
improves the happiness of 
pupils in countries as varied 
as Peru, China, Bhutan and 
Australia.

It’s clear then that while 
happiness can mean differ-

ent things to different people, 
there are some fundamental 
uniting principles that make 
us more likely to feel happy or 
unhappy. And as our findings 
suggest, by improving access 
to healthcare and supporting 
their basic financial needs, 

governments can do much 
to help boost people’s well-
being and life satisfaction.

(Kayonda Hubert Ngamaba 
is a Research Associate, 

Social Policy and Social 
Work Department, 
University of York)

Are Religious People Happier Than Non-Religious People? 

Having friends and family and a sense of community can help to boost happiness levels.



NEWS IN BRIEF
Those who don’t say ‘Bharat Mata 
ki Jai’ are Pakistanis — UP BJP MLA 
Ballia (UP), Feb. 26 (PTI): Days after declaring that 
India would become a Hindu nation by 2024, Uttar 
Pradesh BJP MLA Surendra Singh today said those 
who desist from saying “Bharat Mata ki Jai” are Pa-
kistanis. The legislator last evening at a function in 
Ratsad here also said that such people should not be 
given the permission to enter politics. “Those who 
have reservation in saying Bharat Mata ki Jai and Vande 
Matram are Pakistanis and they have no right to live in 
the country,” the MLA from Bairia said. “People who do 
not give the status of mother to their motherland, their 
patriotism is doubtful... Those who have a problem in 
saying Bharat Mata ki Jai and Vande Matram should 
not have the permission to do politics,” he said. Last 
month, Singh had made headlines by stating that India 
would become a Hindu nation by 2024. Speaking on 
illegal mining, the MLA advised people “to give two 
slaps to the police (personnel)” if they are stopped by 
them for taking sand for their personal use. “If the po-
lice can catch hold of a thief and humiliate him, people 
can also give the same treatment to the police,” Singh 
told reporters.

King of Jordan to visit India
New Delhi, Feb. 26 (IANS): King of Jordan Abdul-
lah II bin Al-Hussein, accompanied by a business 
delegation, will come on a three-day visit to India 
starting on Tuesday, the External Affairs Ministry 
announced on Monday. This will be his second 
visit to India after his visit along with Queen Rania 
in 2006. According to an External Affairs Ministry 
statement, King Abdullah will hold talks with Prime 
Minister Narendra during the course of which the 
two sides will discuss the entire gamut of bilateral 
relations as well as regional and international issues 
of mutual interest.  On Wednesday, the King will visit 
IIT Delhi to explore collaboration with Jordan tech-
nical institutes.  India-Jordan trade stood at $1.35 
billion in 2016-17, according to figures provided 
by the External Affairs Ministry. On Thursday, the 
King will deliver a special address on “Promoting 
Understanding and Moderation”, organised by the 
India Islamic Centre at Vigyan Bhawan.  Earlier this 
month, King Abdullah hosted Modi at his residence 
in Amman. Jordan had facilitated Modi’s transit to 
Palestine in what was the first ever prime ministerial 
visit from India to that West Asian nation.

Escaping militant killed in blast; 
infiltration bid foiled in J&K 
Srinagar/Jammu, Feb. 26 (IANS): A militant was killed 
and a policeman injured in a grenade attack at a police 
station, one civilian was injured in a clash with security 
forces, while an infiltration bid was foiled in Jammu 
and Kashmir on Monday. A Hizbul Mujahideen mili-
tant, in police custody, was killed when his fellow mili-
tants hurled a grenade at a police station in Pulwama 
district to help him escape. “Terrorist Mushtaq Ahmad 
Chopan died in the grenade explosion while trying to 
escape from Tral police station,” said Director General 
of Police S.P. Vaid.  A police constable sustained minor 
injuries in the blast.  In Bandipora district, a civilian 
was injured in clashes with the security forces during 
protests following a brief gunfight.  Riyaz Ahmad was 
injured in the clash in Hajan area where militants and 
security forces had exchanged fire earlier in the day, 
a police officer said. Taking advantage of the clashes, 
the militants hiding in the area managed to escape, 
reports said.
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CBI quizzes PNB officials, issues 
LOCs against ten firm executives

Shah attacks Cong after CBI books 
Punjab CM’s son-in-law for bank fraud 

Centre’s attitude causing unrest — Andhra CM

No blanket entry of ex-partymen 
in Congress — Babaria 

Karnataka will get Mahadayi 
water if BJP wins polls — Shah

Terror funding: 
Panun Kashmir 
hails US’ decision to 
scrutinize Pak

Bribery remarks: Complaint, 
not FIR, filed against Kejriwal 

PM Modi to launch National 
Nutrition Mission next month

Whatever decision SC takes on Ayodhya, BJP, RSS will tear people apart — Arundhati Roy  

Amit Shah

Deepak Babaria

New Delhi, Feb. 26 (IANS): The 
CBI on Monday said it questioned 
Punjab National Bank (PNB) 
Executive Director K.V. Brahmaji 
Rao, two General Managers and a 
retired official in connection with 
its probe into the Rs 11,300 crore 
fraud.

A Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation official said the agen-
cy questioned Rao for the third 
consecutive day at its Mumbai 
branch. On Sunday, too, Rao was 
questioned for over eight hours. 
He was quizzed along with PNB 
Managing Director-cum-CEO 
Sunil Mehta on Saturday. 

Others quizzed were three 
General Manager-rank officials 
of the PNB Treasury Division and 
International Banking Division, 
including a retired official.

An informed source said the 
CBI had issued more than 10 Look 
out Circulars (LOCs) against ex-
ecutives of Nirav Modi and Mehul 
Choksi’s Gitanjali Group who have 
not joined the probe yet. 

According to CBI officials, the 
General Manager of the Inter-
national Banking Division used 
to get daily reports on all credits 
and debits of the bank’s NOSTRO 
accounts.

The source said the CBI also 
carried out searches at the Mum-
bai office of Cyril Amarchand 
Mangaldas last week.

“During searches at Nirav 
Modi’s office and premises, the 
agency seized a few documents. 
On the basis of those, the CBI car-
ried out searches at the law firm 
and collected more documents.”

The source said the firm was 
involved in a banking assignment 
from Modi a few weeks before the 
scam was uncovered. The firm 
had never dealt with Nirav Modi 
or his companies prior to this, the 
source said.

CBI spokesperson Abhishek 
Dayal said: “Investigation is un-
derway. CBI Director Alok Kumar 
Verma has directed probe officers 
to take all steps to ensure the in-
vestigations are concluded within 
given time frame.” 

“He (Verma) directed offic-
ers not to spare anyone found 
involved in these scams,” Dayal 
added.

The CBI had filed the first 
FIR in the scam on February 
14 against Nirav Modi, his wife 
Ami, brother Nishal, uncle Mehul 

Choksi and his firms Diamond 
R US, Solar Exports and Stellar 
Diamond. 

Nirav Modi, his family and 
Choksi left the country in early 
January. The FIR mentions fraud 
of around Rs 6,400 crore.

The CBI filed the second FIR 
on February 15 for Rs 4,886.72 
crore fraud against the Gitanjali 
group headed by Choksi.

The source said the CBI had 
written to the Chief Vigilance Of-
ficers of five banks to share details 
of money credited to Nostro ac-
counts of PNB on receiving Letters 
of Understanding and Foreign 
Letters of Credit, which were then 
withdrawn by Nirav and Choksi’s 
group as buyers’ credit.

The agency has till date ar-
rested 12 persons in the case.

New Delhi Feb. 26 (PTI): 
BJP chief Amit Shah today 
hit out at the Congress over 
an alleged bank fraud case 
in which Amarinder Singh’s 
son-in-law has been 
booked, saying it is shame-
ful that the Punjab chief 
minister’s relative pocketed 
the money meant for hard-
working farmers.

Shah questioned why 
the Congress deleted a 
tweet about a news report 
on the alleged bank fraud.

“Punjab CM s son-in-

law pockets money meant 
for India s hardworking 
farmers. 

What can be more 
shameful than this ! #Con-
gressLootsFarmers,” he 
tweeted.

“Why delete this tweet 
highlighting the loot of @
capt_amarinder s son-in-
law. Congress has always 
been at the forefront of 
highlighting their own rob-
beries such as the NPA 
mess, bad loans, the free 
hand they gave to Vijay 

New Delhi, Feb. 26 (PTI): 
The Election Commission 
today told the Delhi High 
Court that a complaint 
case against Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal was pend-
ing before a Goa court for 
his alleged bribery remarks 
during the January 2017 as-
sembly polls there.

The submission came 
in pursuance to the court’s 
earlier direction on wheth-
er any FIR has been lodged, 
as the EC had previously 
stated that such an action 
has been taken.

Justice Rekha Palli was 
informed by the counsel 
for EC that a complaint 
case was filed in pursu-
ance to the poll panel’s 
letter of January 29 last 
year directing the Chief 
Electoral Officer of Goa to 
take legal action or lodge 
an FIR against Kejriwal for 
his bribery remark at poll 
rallies in the state on Janu-
ary 7-8 last year.

Addressing a series of 
rallies in Goa, Kejriwal had 
reportedly asked voters to 
“accept money from the 

Congress and BJP candi-
dates but vote for the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP).” 

EC’s counsel P R Cho-
pra said no FIR has been 
lodged against the AAP 
leader and the complaint 
case has been listed before 
the Goa court for March 1 
and the complainant has 
been asked to appear.

Kejriwal’s lawyer had 
earlier told the court that 
according to information 
received under the RTI Act, 
no FIR has been lodged 
against him anywhere in 
Goa in connection with the 
remarks.

During the day’s hear-
ing, advocate Manish Vash-
isht, appearing for Kejriwal, 
contended that the actions 
of EC were in violation of 
his right to freedom and 
free speech.

This was opposed by 
Chopra who sought time 
to file counter affidavit. 
He also argued that the 
AAP leader’s petition was 
not maintainable and said 
such statements went 
against the model code of 

conduct.
The court noted that 

despite opportunity, the EC 
has not filed its response, 
but granted it time while 
listing the matter for fur-
ther hearing on May 25. 
The bench also said it has 
not expressed any view on 
the maintainability of the 
petition.

Kejriwal, in his plea, has 
alleged that the poll panel’s 
January 29, 2017 order had 
curtailed his right to free 
speech.

The BJP had filed two 
complaints against Ke-
jriwal seeking his pros-
ecution under various 
sections of Indian Penal 
Code for asking voters to 
accept money. Congress 
too had condemned his 
statement.

The poll panel had, 
thereafter, directed that 
a complaint be lodged 
against the AAP leader 
under the provisions of 
the Representation of the 
People Act dealing with 
bribing voters and relevant 
sections of the IPC.

New Delhi, Feb. 26 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will launch the Na-
tional Nutrition Mission 
(NNM) in Jhunjhunu in 
Rajasthan on March 8, the 
International Women’s 
Day, according to a gov-
ernment official.

In December last year, 
the Cabinet approved the 
NNM with a budget of Rs 
9,046.17 till 2020, and the 
government aims make 
the benefit of this mission 
reach 10 crore people.

It also aims to bring 
down anaemia among 
young children, women 
and adolescent girls by 
3 per cent per year until 
2020 as well as strive to 
reduce the prevalence of 
stunting from the current 
level of 38.4 per cent (ac-
cording to the National 
Family Health Survey 4) to 
25 per cent by 2022.

The International 
Bank of Reconstruction 
and Development (IBRD) 
or another multilateral 
development bank will 
contribute 50 per cent 

of the total budgetary al-
location. 

T h e  r e s t  w i l l  b e 
shared between the 
states and the Centre in 
60:40 ratio.

The total contribution 
of the Centre will be Rs 
2,849.54 crore and nearly 
Rs 1,700 crore will be con-
tributed by the state gov-
ernments.

Fund allocation for 
National Nutrition Mis-
sion in the Union Budget 
for the next fiscal has seen 
a threefold increase from 
Rs 950 crore last year to Rs 
3,000 crore.

The prime minister 
will also be inaugurat-
ing the pan-India expan-
sion of Beti Bachao Beti 
Padhao programme, up 
from the existing 161 dis-
tricts to 640 districts in the 
country.

Last year, the cabinet 
had okayed focused mul-
ti-sectoral action under 
the BBBP programme in 
405 districts and advocacy 
and media campaign in 
all 640 districts.

New Delhi, Feb. 26 (IANS): It 
is the sad demise of love and 
gentleness -- at the behest of 
skewed patriotism and extreme 
nationalism -- that comes across 
as the most troubling feature of 
current times for writer-activist 
Arundhati Roy.

The very fundamentals of the 
country, she contended in an in-
terview to IANS, are being broken 
down even as a “parallel state” 
has come to function alongside 
the ruling regime. The motive? 
“An ideological preparation to 
change the constitution”. 

Maintaining that “I don’t 
think the country has ever been 
in a situation like this,” she elabo-
rated at length on why it is no 
longer the same story where one 
said that even the Congress party 
had done the same things when 
they were in power. “Woh sab 

(the wrongs of previous regimes) 
hai but right now, there’s an ideo-
logical preparation to change the 
constitution,” she said. 

“It is not just about who is in 
the government but also about 
the Deep State -- the inchanga-
bles: the judiciary, bureaucracy, 
universities, Intelligence Bureau 
and so on -- all of this is being 
peopled by people in the major-
ity community (if there’s such a 
thing as a majority community, I 
think we are a land of minorities) 
what they don’t understand is 
that this is going to push us back 
into the space that we were not 
hoping to be in. Everybody is be-
ing pushed into a hole,” she said. 

She also said that “the IQ level 
has dropped a lot in this govern-
ment” and there is “a chilling 
effect on people” when they read 
about Justice Loya or Sohrabud-

din cases.  “You see what is going 
on in the Supreme Court and at 
once you sense the fear in the 
media. What happens is that 
even bureaucrats are frightened, 
ministers are frightened. You are 
taking away the initiative of eve-
rybody, every decision cannot be 
taken by two people. But people 
are scared to take decisions, they 
are scared even to say anything. 
So what you are seeing is not 
something being ripped out, ac-
tually every knot is being untied. 
So you will only get a handful of 
threads in the end. That is very 
terrifying,” she contended. 

Referring to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s ambitious deci-
sion to demonetise Rs 500 and Rs 
1000 notes in 2017, she said that 
it was the “most authoritarian 
and undemocratic thing to do, 
as we know a currency is a social 

contract between the state and its 
people.” The actions of the ruling 
regime, according to Roy, can 
only be watched with a great deal 
of happiness by people who don’t 
wish the country well. “Because 
they are seeing it weakening 
and coming apart, not from the 
top but the very foundations are 
being removed. The institutions 
of democracy are being under-
mined,” she maintained. 

And as for her, and the “anti-
national” tag labelled against her, 
she said: “To say that somebody 
who critiques injustice, who 
argues with policy, who looks at 
the way the poorest people or 
the most defenseless are being 
squashed is an anti-national, 
tells you what their idea of their 
nationalism is. 

Roy, who rose to global fame 
as the new deity of prose in 1997 

after bagging the most prestigious 
literary honour The Booker Prize 
for “The God Of Small Things” 
has always been vocal about her 
views on the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) and its ideological 
parent, the Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) but it seems 
that, of late, she has maintained a 
low-profile and tried to stay away 
from controversies. 

Breaking this pause, Roy may 
well be at the centre of things 
again as she is scheduled to par-
ticipate in a discussion titled 
“Waqt Ki Aahat” on Wednesday 
to mark the 69th foundation day 
of Rajkamal Prakashan Samuh, 
which has published five transla-
tions of her books in Hindi and 
will also be publishing the Hindi 
translation of her latest book 
“The Ministry of Utmost Hap-
piness”.

Mallya and Nirav Modi,” 
Shah wrote on Twitter.

The BJP chief shared 
the news story about the 
alleged bank fraud at Ori-
ental Bank of Commerce 
(OBC) on the microblog-
ging website.

The CBI had on Febru-
ary 22 registered a case 
against Simbhaoli Sugars 
Limited, its Chairman Gur-
mit Singh Mann, Deputy 
Managing Director Gurpal 
Singh and others in con-
nection with an alleged 
bank loan fraud of Rs 97.85 
crore at the bank.

Simbhaoli Sugars Lim-
ited is one of the largest 
sugar mills in the country. 
Gurpal Singh is the son-
in-law of the Punjab chief 
minister.

Searches were carried 
out at eight premises in-
cluding the residences of 
directors, factory, corpo-
rate office and registered 
office of the company in 
Delhi, Hapur and Noida in 
connection with the case 
yesterday.

Visakhapatnam, Feb. 26 (IANS): Andhra 
Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu on Monday said the non-fulfilment 
of commitments made to the state by the 
Centre was causing unrest among people.

He stated this during the ongoing CII 
Partnership Summit here.

Naidu, who focussed on signing a 
Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) 
during the first two days of the Summit to 
attract investment to the state, opened up 
on the last day to vent out his feelings on 
the key issue amid straining of ties with 
the Centre.

Sharing the dais with spiritual leader 
Sri Sri Ravi Shankar at a session, the Telugu 
Desam Party (TDP) president targeted his 
ally Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

The TDP had stalled proceedings dur-
ing the budget session to protest the raw 
deal meted out to the state in the Union 
Budget 2018-19.

Naidu said injustice was done to And-
hra Pradesh while dividing it to carve out 
Telangana state in 2014.

He recalled the problems he had to 
face in making a beginning from the 
scratch. He said he was working hard to 
develop the state as an innovation valley 
and using technology to solve people’s 
problems.

The Chief Minister said people had 
more expectations from him.

Over the last few weeks, Naidu hinted 
that his patience was growing thin.

Naidu made the remarks when the 
moderator sought his views and that of 
Ravi Shankar on the importance of pa-
tience.

He said it was heartening find the 
young state coming up well and compet-
ing with the world. He said the state en-
dowed with abundant natural and human 
resources had vibrant atmosphere.

Indore, Feb. 26 (PTI): 
Congress general secre-
tary Deepak Babaria said 
today leaders who left the 
party for their “vested in-
terests” would not be tak-
en back in the organisa-
tion in Madhya Pradesh, 
where polls are due by the 
year-end.

Ahead of the assembly 
polls, the Congress has 
started a “ghar wapsi” 
(home coming) campaign 
to bring back leaders who 
left the party for different 
reasons.

Babaria, in-charge of 
the party affairs in Mad-
hya Pradesh, however, 
made it clear that not all 
those who left the party 
will be allowed to come 
back.

“We are in talks with 
different leaders who are 
willing to comeback into 
the party fold. But, most 
of the party workers are 
of clear view that those 
who left the Congress due 
to their vested interests 
should not be taken back 
into the party. I also sup-
port this view,” he told 

Kalaburagi (Karnataka), 
Feb. 26 (IANS): Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) Nation-
al President Amit Shah 
on Monday vowed to get 
Mahadayi river water to 
drought-prone districts 
of Karnataka if his party 
wins the state assembly 
election, due in April-May.

“I guarantee the peo-
ple of Karnataka that we 
will resolve the Mahadayi 
water issue with Goa if we 
win the ensuing assembly 
election. We will find a 
solution soon after com-
ing to power in the state,” 
claimed Shah at a presser 
here, about 630km north 
of Bengaluru.

Shah, who is on a two-
day visit to the erstwhile 
Hyderabad-Karnataka 
region since Sunday, as-
serted that his party would 
rule the state after the up-
coming assembly election.

“The Mahadayi issue 
would have been resolved 
if the Siddaramaiah-led 
Congress government had 
a pro-active approach to 
the decade-old inter-state 
river water dispute with 

neighbouring Goa and 
Maharashtra,” he asserted.

The Siddaramaiah-led 
Congress government in 
the state has “complete-
ly failed” in the past five 
years with respect to law 
and order and situation, 
Shah alleged.

Pending the Mahadayi 
Water Dispute Tribunal 
ruling, Karnataka has 
sought 7.6 tmcft (thou-
sand cubic feet) of the river 
water from Goa to meet 
the drinking water needs 
in its four drought-prone 
districts of Bagalkot, Bela-
gavi, Dharwad and Gadag 
in the north-west region, 
about 400-550km from 
Bengaluru.

The 77-km-long Ma-
hadayi originates at Bhim-
gad in the Western Ghats 
in Belagavi district and 
flows into Goa and joins 
the Arabian Sea off the 
west coast.

Karnataka plans to 
build two canals across 
Kalasa and Banduri tribu-
taries of the river in the 
state, to divert and supply 
water to the four districts.

reporters here.
The AICC general sec-

retary said, “Those who 
deceived the party would 
not be taken back. The de-
cision about other leaders 
would be taken on merit.” 

After 2003, when the 
BJP came to power in 
Madhya Pradesh, some 
prominent Congress lead-
ers left the party. These 
included Chowdhary 
Rakesh Singh Chaturvedi, 

Bhagirath Prasad and Rao 
Uday Pratap Singh.

Replying to a ques-
tion on election strategy, 
Babaria said the party 
would focus on the as-
sembly seats where it has 
not been very strong in 
the past.

Potential candidates 
at such seats would be 
sounded out about poll 
preparations much before 
the elections, he added.

Jammu, Feb. 26 (PTI): Pa-
nun Kashmir today hailed 
the United States’ deci-
sion to keep under scrutiny 
Pakistan for the transfer 
of funds to various terror 
organisations.

The Financial Action 
Task Force (FATF), a global 
body that combats terror-
ist financing and money 
laundering,took the deci-
sion on Friday to put Pa-
kistan on the grey list for 
terror financing. 

The US suspended 
over USD 1.15 billion secu-
rity assistance to Pakistan, 
accusing Islamabad of 
harbouring terror groups 
such as the Afghan Tali-
ban and the Haqqani Net-
work within its border and 
showing unwillingness 
to take “decisive actions” 
against them.

“We express satisfac-
tion over the statements 
made by the US Admin-
istration at Paris and Pen-
tagon simultaneously re-
garding the involvement of 
Pakistan in facilitating the 
flow of funds to terror net-
works being nurtured on 
its soil,” the organisation’s 
president Ashwani Kumar 
Chrungoo said here.

Panun Kashmir is an 
organisation of displaced 
Kashmiri Hindus.
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Debris after what was described as a “major incident” in Leicester, 
central England, Sunday Feb. 25, 2018. 

PTI

Smoke rising after Syrian government airstrikes hit Ghouta, a suburb 
of Damascus, Syria. 

Pervez Musharraf

UN chief calls for Syria ceasefire 
to be ‘immediately implemented’ 

Musharraf treason case to 
be heard on March eight 

Russia blasts ‘bogus’ reports of Syria chemical attack

Iran urges US to drop ‘psychological war’

N. Korea warns US of counteraction 
if new sanctions are imposed

Four dead in Leicester explosion — Police

Nobel laureates criticise 
global silence over Rohingyas

Bangladesh court extends 
bail for Zia until March 13 

NEWS IN BRIEF
Switzerland: one dead, three in-
jured after being hit by avalanche
Berlin, Feb. 26 (PTI/AP): Swiss police say a woman 
has died after being hit by an avalanche in the Alps 
near the Italian border. Police in Switzerland’s Valais 
canton (state) said four skiers were carried away by the 
avalanche yesterday after leaving a mountain hut in 
the Arolla area. Rescuers were able to recover them and 
take them to the hospital by helicopter. But police said 
today that one of them, a 40-year-old local woman, 
died overnight at a hospital in Sion.

US preparing for cyber war — N. Korea
Pyongyang, Feb. 26 (IANS): North Korea on Saturday 
accused the US of secretly making preparations to 
wage a large-scale cyber war on Pyongyang prior to 
a military attack. The official Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA) and official daily Rodong Sinmun said 
the US magazine Foreign Policy has disclosed in its 
February 15 issue that Washington is ramping up its 
intelligence capabilities to focus on the Korean Penin-
sula, Xinhua news agency reported. US agencies like 
the Central Intelligence Agency have been on standby 
for the attack for half a year with billions of US dollars 
invested in the plan and many experts trained for it, 
they said. US media outlets like the NBC, Bloomberg 
News and the Washington Post have been reporting 
about “cyber terrorism” and “threats” from North Ko-
rea which means US war moves against Pyongyang 
have reached the phase of practical implementation, 
they said. 

Russia starts three-week pre-elec-
tion debate
Moscow, Feb. 26 (IANS): A three-week pre-election 
debate kicked off on Monday, in which Russian presi-
dential candidates would present their election pro-
grammes on TV channels and radio stations to attract 
voters. According to local reports, five federal TV chan-
nels and three radio stations will allocate free airtime 
for the campaign. Seven candidates were expected 
to join the first TV debate on the Public Television of 
Russia broadcaster on Tuesday.  Incumbent President 
Vladimir Putin, who is in his third term and running 
for another presidential tenure, refused to take part in 
the debate, Efe news reported. Putin is widely expected 
to have a landslide victory as he is reported to enjoy a 
much higher approval rating than his rivals in total. 
Russia’s Central Election Commission said earlier that 
Putin will order representatives to present his elec-
tion programmes in regional media. A total of eight 
people, including Pavel Grudinin from the Russian 
Communist Party and Vladimir Zhirinovsky, head of 
the Liberal Democratic Party of Russia, have been of-
ficially confirmed to run for the country’s presidential 
election on March 18.

Major 7.5-magnitude earthquake 
strikes Papua New Guinea 
Sydney, Feb. 26 (PTI/AFP): A 7.5-magnitude earth-
quake struck Papua New Guinea today, US seis-
mologists said, but no tsunami warning was issued. 
The quake’s epicentre was around 90 kilometres (55 
miles) south of Porgera in Enga province, according 
to USGS, and hit at a depth of 35 kilometres. USGS 
said some casualties and damage were possible and 
recent earthquakes in the area had caused tsunamis 
and landslides. It said homes in the region were “a mix 
of vulnerable and earthquake resistant construction”. 
Earthquakes are common in PNG, which sits on the 
so-called Pacific Ring of Fire, a hotspot for seismic 
activity due to friction between tectonic plates.

Ex-journalist elected Australia’s 
new Deputy PM
Canberra, Feb. 26 (IANS): Michael McCormack, a 
former regional newspaper editor, was elected as 
Australia’s new Deputy Prime Minister on Monday. He 
replaces Barnaby Joyce as leader of the Nationals, the 
governing coalition’s junior partner, reports the BBC. 
Joyce stepped down on Friday following questions 
over his relationship with media adviser Vikki Cam-
pion, and an allegation sexual harassment by another 
woman. He called the latter complaint “spurious and 
defamatory”. As leader of the Nationals, he auto-
matically becomes deputy to Prime Minister Malcolm 
Turnbull - who heads the Liberal Party. McCormack 
said Joyce had been an “outstanding leader”, the BBC 
reported. “His service to our party and to our nation 
will never be diminished. His legacy will endure,” he 
told the media. McCormack had attracted criticism 
over a controversial editorial he wrote 25 years ago as 
editor of the Daily Advertiser, a small newspaper based 
in the town of Wagga Wagga, in which he described 
homosexuality as “sordid”. Although long opposed to 
same-sex marriage, he voted in line with the majority 
of his constituents to support its legalisation in Aus-
tralia last year.

Geneva, Feb. 26 (PTI/
AFP): The United Nations 
secretary-general today 
demanded the immediate 
implementation of 30-day 
ceasefire in Syria as the Da-
mascus regime continued 
its deadly bombardment 
of the rebel-held Eastern 
Ghouta.

UN chief Antonio Gu-
terres praised the adoption 
of a Security Council reso-
lution on Saturday calling 
for the truce but under-
scored “Security Council 
resolutions are only mean-
ingful if they are effectively 
implemented.

“That is why I expect 
the resolution to be im-
mediately implemented 
and sustained,” he told the 
opening of the 37th session 
of the UN Human Rights 
Council in Geneva.

Addressing the rights 

council after Guterres, UN 
human rights chief Zeid 
Ra’ad Al Hussein said that 
Syria -- and other conflict 
zones -- had “become 
some of the most prolific 
slaughterhouses of hu-

mans in recent times”.
On the proposed Syria 

truce, Zeid warned that 
“we have every reason to 
remain cautious.” 

The resolution “must 
be viewed against a back-

drop of seven years of fail-
ure to stop the violence, 
seven years of unremit-
ting and frightful mass 
killing.” 

Fresh bombardment 
by the Syrian regime killed 
at least 10 civilians in East-
ern Ghouta on Monday, 
including nine members 
of a same family, the Syrian 
Observatory for Human 
Rights monitor group said.

Air strikes destroyed 
a building in Douma, the 
main town in the Eastern 
Ghouta area east of Da-
mascus, and buried alive 
an entire family, according 
to the Observatory.

More than 500 civilians 
have been killed in regime 
and Russian bombard-
ment on the enclave, which 
is controlled by Islamist 
and jihadist fighters, since 
February 18, the Observa-

tory further said.
Zeid has repeatedly and 

forcefully chastised the 
Security Council through-
out the Syrian conflict for 
failing to refer the case to 
the International Criminal 
Court in The Hague.

He has blamed the 
council’s inability to act 
on Syria on the veto power 
held by several permanent 
members.

Today, Zeid blasted 
veto-wielding members 
for the council’s intransi-
gence on Syria and other 
conflicts, saying they bore 
“responsibility for the 
continuation of so much 
pain.” 

“It is time, for the love 
of mercy, that China, Rus-
sia and the United States... 
end the pernicious use of 
the veto,” he told the rights 
council.

Islamabad, Feb. 26 (PTI): A 
special tribunal in Pakistan 
will resume on March 8 
the hearing of treason case 
against former military 
dictator Pervez Musharraf 
for imposing emergency 
rule in the country in 2007.

Musharraf, 74, who left 
the country for Dubai in 
March 2016 , was declared 
a proclaimed absconder 
by the court in May 2016. 
The court also asked the 
government to confiscate 
his properties, including a 
farm house in suburbs of 
capital Islamabad.

The former president 
was indicted in March, 
2014 on treason charges for 
imposing emergency in the 

country which led to the 
confinement of a number 
of superior court judges in 
their houses and sacking of 
over 100 judges.

A three-member bench 
headed by Peshawar High 
Court Chief Justice Yahyah 
Afridi will now resume the 
hearing in the case.

During the last hear-
ing in the case, the court 
ordered the Interior Min-
istry to reverify Musharraf 
s properties and provide 
details of his current as-
sets and bank transac-
tions.

The court, during the 
proceedings, had also ex-
pressed dissatisfaction over 
the details of the former 

dictator’s properties, saying 
that the details are only up 
till 2008.

A conviction for high 
treason carries the death 
penalty or life imprison-
ment.

An official said that 
the decision to resume 
the hearing was taken af-
ter Musharraf s wife and 
daughter approached the 
court about the attach-
ment of his properties.

His family members 
asked the court to release 
their share in the property 
which is not entirely owned 
by Musharraf.

The court while fixing 
the date for hearing also 
asked Musharraf to ap-
pear before it and ordered 
authorities to provide fool 
proof security to him.

Musharraf ruled Pa-
kistan from 1999 to 2008. 
He is wanted in Pakistan 
in several criminal cases 
including in the killing of 
former prime minister 
Benazir Bhutto.

It is not sure if he would 
return to face the case on 
March 8. In May 2017, he 
conveyed to the court that 
he was ready to come back 
and face the high treason 
case if he was provided 
army s protection and al-
lowed to return to Dubai 
after hearing.

Moscow, Feb. 26 (PTI/AFP): Moscow today 
said reports of an alleged chemical at-
tack on Syria’s rebel-held Eastern Ghouta 
were planted “bogus stories” and insisted 
armed groups attacked by regime forces 
there were terrorist allies.

“There are already bogus stories in the 
media that yesterday chlorine was used 
in Eastern Ghouta, citing an anonymous 
individual living in the United States,” 
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said at a 
press-conference.

A child died and at least 13 other 
people suffered breathing difficulties in a 
village in the Eastern Ghouta region after 
the suspected chemical attack yesterday, 
according to the Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights and a medic who treated 
those affected.

Eastern Ghouta has been under one of 
the most ferocious assaults of Syria’s civil 

war in recent days, with over 500 people 
killed in a bombing campaign by President 
Bashar al-Assad’s forces over the course of 
a week.

The UN Security Council on Saturday 
passed a resolution calling for a 30-day 
ceasefire in Syria, but the document did 
not specify when the truce would go into 
force.

In a concession to Russia, the resolu-
tion also added wording saying that “indi-
viduals, groups, undertakings and entities” 
associated with Al-Qaeda would not fall 
under the ceasefire.

The United Nations secretary-general 
Antonio Guterres demanded that the 
ceasefire is immediately implemented.

Russia is a key ally of Assad, and fought 
a campaign for over two years in Syria in 
his support, helping to turn around the 
multi-front war.

Tehran, Feb. 26 (IANS): 
Iran on Monday asked the 
US to drop “psychologi-
cal and propaganda war” 
against Tehran.

The US pursues this 
policy to prevent the global 
community and the Euro-
peans from forging closer 
relations with Tehran, Iran’s 
Foreign Ministry Spokes-
man Bahram Qasemi said.

However, “the Ameri-
cans policy vis-a-vis Iran 
has been exposed to eve-
rybody and the global 
community decides based 
on their own interests,” 
Qasemi said in his weekly 
press conference, Xinhua 
reported.

The US reiteration of 
their anti-Iran rhetoric is a 
sign of defeat in its policies, 
said Qasemi.

“We are in negotiations 
with a number of coun-
tries for the expansion of 
economic ties,” he said, 
adding that in the mean-
time “we advise the Ameri-
cans to drop such (hostile) 
policies and incorporate 

wisdom in their policy-
making.”

Trump has constantly 
criticized the nuclear pact 
inked between Iran and 
Russia, Britain, France, 
China, the US and Germa-
ny in 2015, which promised 
to relieve sanctions on Te-
hran in exchange for a halt 
in Iran’s efforts to develop 
nuclear programme.

US President Donald 
Trump has laid out areas 
where he wants coopera-
tion with the Europeans to 
put together a united front 
on demanding what he 
has called “the change of 
behaviour of the Iranians”.

The areas include al-
leged human rights viola-
tions, cyber threats and 
financial activities of the 
Islamic Revolution Guards 
Corps.

Trump had earlier de-
manded the nuclear deal 
be altered to eliminate 
sunset clauses for some 
of the restrictions it places 
on Iran, and harden the 
inspection rules and to 

limit development of Iran’s 
long-range missiles.

On Sunday, Iranian 
foreign minister rejected 
as “improper” the condi-
tions set by the United 
States for upholding Iran’s 
international nuclear 
agreement.

The US as a party to the 
multilateral 2015 agree-
ment cannot reset condi-
tions for the deal, Moham-
mad Javad Zarif said.

“They have previously 
set some conditions that 
were improper. Their new 
conditions are improper as 
well,” Zarif said.

The US is attempting 
to elude its commitments 
through making such de-
mands, Zarif said.

Iran said it would not 
take any measures be-
yond its commitment to 
the JCPOA (or the nuclear 
deal), nor will it accept 
changes to this agreement.

Iran has threatened to 
likely withdraw from the 
nuclear deal if it cannot 
receive economic benefits.

Pyongyang, Feb. 26 (IANS): North Korea 
has warned the US of its “own way of 
counteraction” if a maritime blockade and 
more sanctions are imposed, as threat-
ened by US President Donald Trump on 
February 23.

A spokesman for the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs of North Korea on Sunday said 
in a statement the PyeongChang Winter 
Olympics are successfully coming to an 
end due to efforts by North Korea and 
collaboration by South Korea, while the 
process of an inter-Korean detente has 
been launched since the beginning of the 
year, Xinhua reported.

“However, on the eve of closing of 
the PyeongChang Winter Olympics, the 
United States is running amok to bring an-
other dark cloud of confrontation and war 
over the Korean peninsula by announcing 
enormous sanctions against North Korea,” 
said the spokesman.

On February 23, Trump announced, 
what he called the “heaviest sanctions” 
on North Korea. The new sanctions, the 

“largest-ever” package on North Korea, 
will target 56 vessels, shipping companies, 
and trade businesses.

“Trump has announced new sanc-
tions, the core of which is to completely 
block North Korea’s maritime trade with 
other countries,” said the spokesman.

The spokesman said North Korea has 
stated on numerous occasions that it will 
consider any type of blockade an act of 
war.

“If the US ignores all of our sincere ef-
forts for improving inter-Korean relations 
and for preserving peace and stability on 
the Korean peninsula, as desired by the 
nation, and doggedly persists instead in 
provocation against us, we will have a 
tight grip on the US and deal with it with 
our own way of counteraction,” said the 
spokesman.

He also warned that if tension on the 
Korean peninsula again escalates into a 
brink of war, “all the catastrophic conse-
quences resulting therefrom will be borne 
by the US.”

London, Feb. 26 (IANS): At 
least four people have died 
in a massive explosion at a 
shop in the central British 
city of Leicester, the police 
said on Monday.

Another four people 
remained in hospital fol-
lowing a “major incident” 
in Hinckley Road at about 
7 p.m. on Sunday, said the 
Leicestershire Police.

Emergency services 
were still at the blast site 
on Monday morning, after 
fire crews worked around 
the clock digging through 
rubble and to put out the 
blaze ignited by the pow-
erful blast, the Telegraph 
reported.

Police said the toll may 
rise further as a number 
of people were still unac-
counted for. At this stage, 
the explosion is not be-
ing linked to terrorism, 
said Superintendent Shane 
O’Neill.

The shop, believed to 

Dhaka, Feb. 26 (IANS): After visiting 
refugee camps in Bangladesh, three Nobel 
Peace laureates on Monday denounced 
the international community’s silence 
regarding the persecution of Muslim mi-
nority Rohingyas in Myanmar.

Shirin Ebadi, Tawakkol Karman and 
Mairead Maguire, members of the Nobel 
Women’s Initiative, on Sunday began a visit 
to refugee camps in southeastern Bangla-
desh, to where some 688,000 Rohingyas 
have fled since violence broke out against 
them in Myanmar last year.

“The international community disap-
peared and its shame on all of us and on 
the international community that they are 
silent against all this genocide,” Yemen’s 
Karman, who founded the group “Women 
Journalists Without Chains” and was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2011, 
said Efe reported.

Northern Irish activist Maguire said 
she heard accounts of women who had 
been raped and their families murdered, 
and blamed the Myanmar government 
of an “orchestrated attempt” to remove 

the Rohingyas and their history from 
Myanmar. “We demand the international 
community, the United Nations and every 
single body to take this matter now,” said 
Maguire, who received the Nobel prize 
in 1976 for her efforts to end violence in 
Northern Ireland.

“And as members of the international 
community we have to do our utmost to 
make sure this is taken to the international 
court. And we are paving the way for that,” 
said Iranian lawyer Ebadi, who in 2003 
became the first Muslim woman to win the 
Nobel Peace Prize.

The mass exodus started after the 
military carried out a campaign in retalia-
tion against an attack by a Rohingya rebel 
group on August 25, 2017, in a province 
inhabited by around one million members 
of the minority.

The United Nations and human rights 
organisations have repeatedly said that 
there is clear evidence of rights violations 
in Rakhine, and the UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights has called the 
violence an example of “ethnic cleansing.”

Dhaka, Feb. 26 (PTI): A 
court in Bangladesh today 
extended the bail of im-
prisoned ex-prime minis-
ter and main opposition 
BNP chief Khaleda Zia until 
March 13 in a graft case, a 
day after the High Court 
deferred the judgement 
on a separate bail plea in 
a corruption case, media 
reports said.

The 72-year-old three-
time former prime minis-
ter was jailed for five years 
on February 8 in connec-
tion with the embezzle-
ment of 21 million taka 
(about USD 250,000) in 
foreign donations meant 
for the Zia Orphanage 
Trust, named after her late 
husband Ziaur Rahman, 
a military ruler-turned-
politician.

The Dhaka Special 
Judge’s Court-5 set March 
13 as the date for the next 
hearing of arguments in 
the Zia Charitable Trust 
graft case and extended the 

bail of Zia, the Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) 
chief, until then, bdnews24 
reported.

“The court has set 
March 13 and March 14 for 
the next two days of argu-
ments. Zia’s bail has been 
extended until March 13,” 
her lawyer Nuruzzaman 
Tapan was quoted as say-
ing in the report.

Yesterday, the High 
Court deferred the judge-
ment on her bail petition, 
saying it would decide after 
receiving necessary papers 
from the lower court which 
sentenced her to five years 
in jail this month.

The Zia Charitable 
Trust graft case, filed in 
August 2011, accuses four 
persons including Zia of 
abusing power to raise 
funds for the trust from 
unknown sources.

The three others are: 
Harris Chowdhury, politi-
cal secretary of then prime 
minister Zia between 2001 

and 2006; Ziaul Islam 
Munna, Assistant Private 
Secretary (APS) to Harris; 
and Monirul Islam Khan, 
APS of former Dhaka city 
mayor Sadeque Hossain 
Khoka.

The corruption case 
is one of dozens pending 
against Zia, who has been 
a rival to Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina for dec-
ades.

The charges against Zia 
had led to her boycotting 
polls in 2014, which trig-
gered widespread protests 
at the time.

Currently, 34 cases are 
pending against Zia in 
various courts across the 
country, including the Zia 
Orphanage Trust and Zia 
Charitable Trust graft cases, 
the report said.

The BNP has claimed 
that the cases are politi-
cally-motivated to keep 
its party chief out of the 
national elections, set for 
December.

be a convenience store, 
was on the ground level of 
a building that also houses 
a two-storey flat above. 
Residents living nearby 
reported their houses shak-
ing with force from the 
blast.

Witnesses said at least 
one of those injured is 
thought to have been a 

resident of the flat.
Angel Namaala, who 

lives opposite the shop, 
told the BBC she had heard 
“this big thud, like an earth-
quake”.

The explosion took 
place with such force that 
glass and debris were scat-
tered across all four lanes of 
the dual carriageway.
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Heidi Klum not planning to quit modelling
Supermodel Heidi Klum says she is not going to quit modelling 
just because some critics think she is old for the job. During 
her appearance on “The Ellen DeGeneres Show”, the 44-year-
old German model told TV host Ellen DeGeneres that she 
was criticised for starring in a campaign for her own lingerie 
line ‘Heidi Klum Intimates’, reports dailymail.co.uk.  Klum 
said: “Sometimes people say you’re 44, you’re turning 
45, why are you not giving the baton to someone 
else? The former Victoria’s Secret model starred 
in the sixth campaign for her lingerie line last 
August. (IANS)

Sridevi died 
from accidental 
drowning — Report

Rachel McAdams is ‘haunted’ 
by Mean Girls’ Regina George

Black Panther set to become one of the highest grossing blockbusters 
in history

Weinstein Co. to 
declare bankruptcy

I
ndian actress 
Sridevi died due to 
accidental drown-
ing in a bath tub 
in her hotel here, 

reports gulfnews.com.
Sharing the image of 

the forensic report, the 
media publication stated 
that Sridevi, who had 
traces of alcohol in her 
blood, lost balance and 
fell into the bathtub and 
drowned.

Sridevi, 54, died on 
Saturday night. It was 
earlier reported that 
she died due to cardiac 
arrest. 

According to sources, 
Dubai Police have re-
leased the forensic report 
on Sridevi’s death to her 
family and the Indian 
Consulate representative.

IANS could not 
confirm the details of the 
forensic report. 

The Padma Shri 
recipient was in Dubai to 
attend the marriage func-
tion of actress Sonam 
Kapoor’s cousin Mohit 
Marwah, along with 
husband Boney Kapoor 
and younger daughter 
Khushi. 

Born in Sivakasi in 
Tamil Nadu on August 
13, 1963, Sridevi began 
her career at the age of 
four in the devotional 
film “Thunaivan”. That 
marked the beginning 
of a journey in filmdom 
that saw her work across 

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

5 pm: Black Panther (Eng) 2D

11 am, 2 pm, 8 pm: Welcome To New York (Hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

PTI
File Photo of Bollywood superstar Sridevi Kapoor, one of the biggest 
names in Hindi cinema, has died after suffering a heart attack in 
Dubai on Sunday. 

Signed Jimi Hendrix arrest card goes to auction

Kareena Kapoor Khan 
to endorse juice brand

Signed Jimi Hendrix 
arrest card goes to auction

A 
Canadian arrest card filled 
in after Jimi Hendrix was 
charged with drugs posses-
sion in 1969 will go to auction 
next month, and it’s expected 

to sell for more than $14,000.
The document was completed on 

May 3, 1969, after Hendrix was detained 
in Toronto’s Pearson International 
Airport as a result of small quantities of 
heroin and hash being found in his lug-
gage. In the ensuing trial, where he faced 
up to 20 years in jail for each charge, he 
was found not guilty after having argued 
that he had no knowledge of the drugs 
having been placed in his bags.

The arrest card includes Hendrix’s full 
name and address, all 10 of his finger-
prints and his signature, plus the men-
tion of “scar on right eye” as a notable 
feature. Bobby Livingston, executive vice 
president of RR Auction, said the mug-

shot associated with the arrest had previ-
ously sold for $14,000 and he expected 
the card to achieve at least the same 
price. “It’s one of those things I wouldn’t 
be surprised if it ended up in a museum,” 
he told the Vancouver Sun.

At trial that December, his manager 
Chas Chandler argued that fans often 
gave Hendrix gifts of which he could 
have no prior knowledge. Hendrix him-
self said he’d “outgrown” drugs. The jury 
dismissed the charges because, under 
Canadian law, the accused had to be 
proven to know the drugs were there. Af-
terwards he said, “Canada has given me 
the best Christmas present I ever had.”

Both Sides of the Sky – the third in 
a trilogy of albums containing mostly 
unheard songs from Hendrix’s archives 
– will be released on Mar. 9, the day after 
the RR Auction event goes live online.

Ultimateclassicrock

T
he much-
discussed 
new Marvel 
film - which 
stars the 

likes of Chadwick 
Boseman, Michael 
B Jordan and Lupita 
Nyong’o - has achieved 
one of the biggest-ever 
second weekend of 
ticket sales, earning an 
estimated $108 million 
in the US, plus a fur-
ther $83.8 million internationally.

As a result, ‘Black Panther’ - 
which features a predominantly 
black cast - has become only the 
fourth film to earn $100 million 
in its second weekend, alongside 
‘Star Wars: The Force Awakens’, 
‘Jurassic World’ and ‘The Aveng-
ers’. What’s more, only ‘The Force 
Awakens’ has enjoyed a better 

second weekend than ‘Black 
Panther’. News of the film’s box 
office success come shortly after 
director Ryan Coogler admitted 
he couldn’t have passed up the 
opportunity to helm the new 
Marvel movie.

The filmmaker revealed that 
the project became his most 
“personal” movie because it was 
his chance to tell a fictional story 

about the continent which gave 
birth to his ancestors without it 
being about the slave trade.

He shared: “For me this op-
portunity was unique because 
I could make something I truly 
hadn’t seen before.

“As an African American, our 
history with the continent is very 
fraught. We’re not generally able 
to tie our lineage back as a result 

of a very specific traumatic expe-
rience that happened to us.

“So how we learn about the 
continent is skewed through that 
lens, through that relationship, 
and how we learn about our-
selves is skewed. There was a gap 
in my own identity. So in many 
ways this is my most personal 
film.”

Femalefirst.co.uk

W
einstein Co., the 
New York studio 
co-founded by Hol-
lywood producer 
Harvey Weinstein, 

will file for bankruptcy protection, 
said the company’s board of direc-
tors.

The announcement comes after 
last-ditch talks to sell its assets to an 
investor group collapsed, reports 
latimes.com. 

“While we recognise that this is 
an extremely unfortunate outcome 
for our employees, our creditors and 
any victims, the Board has no choice 
but to pursue the only viable option 
to maximise the company’s remain-
ing value: an orderly bankruptcy 
process,” the board said in a state-
ment.

The decision came after the 
board was unable to revive a deal 
to sell the struggling studio to an 
investor group led by former Small 
Business Administration chief Maria 
Contreras-Sweet.

The bid, backed by billionaire 
investor Ronald Burkle and Dallas 
private equity firm Lantern Asset 
Management, would have given 
Contreras-Sweet’s consortium con-
trol of Weinstein Co.’s assets in a deal 

worth about $500 million.
Weinstein Co. has 
been searching for 

a financial savior 
since its former 

co-chairman 
was accused of 

sexual harass-
ment and as-
sault against 
dozens of 
women. 
Weinstein, 
who was 
fired from 
the company 
on October 8, 

has denied all 
allegations of 

non-consensual 
sex.

IANS

Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, 
Malayalam and Hindi 
productions, leading 
her to become one of 
the most formidable 
actresses of the 1980s 
and 1990s in Bollywood 
-- in fact, the only female 
“superstar” the industry 
has seen. 

She is remembered 
for her performances 
in some of the iconic 

Bollywood films like “Mr. 
India”, “Nagina”, “Sadma”, 
“ChalBaaz”, “Chandni”, 
“Khuda Gawah”, among 
many others in different 
Indian languages.

Sridevi, who made a 
comeback to Bollywood 
in 2012 with “English 
Vinglish” after a long 
break of 15 years, was last 
seen in “Mom” in 2017.

IANS

A
ctress Kareena Kapoor Khan 
has been roped in as the 
brand ambassador of fruit 
based soft drink brand Rasna 
masala orange.

“Be it in spicy burgers, pizzas or 
sandwiches, everyone in India is used 
to a spicy palette. It is for the first time 
in the country, we have a spicy soft 
drink in the form of Rasna masala 
orange. 

“I am proud to associate with Rasna 
as they are giving India a chatpata 
orange drink that all of us love,” Kareena 
said in a statement.

Rasna masala orange is a product 
created by the combination of real juice 
with spices such as black pepper, cinna-

mon, ginger, 
cumin, red 
chillies, 
mint and 
fennel seeds.

“Kareena 
Kapoor Khan is a 
critically acclaimed 
actor, fearless and 
believes in quality. As we 
venture into this new era of 
spicy drinks, our association with 
Kareena Kapoor Khan as the brand 
ambassador of Rasna masala orange 
will help reach out to more consumers,” 
Piruz Khambatta, Chairman and MD, 
Rasna Pvt. Ltd, said.

IANS

T
he 39-year-old actress portrayed the role of mega 
bitch Regina George in the teen comedy in 2004 
but has admitted, although she’s gone on to star 
in a number of other highly successful flicks, 
she’s best known for playing the blonde bomb-

shell.
Speaking to the New York Times newspaper, she said: 

“Does Regina George haunt me every day? She does 
have that quality. No, I have to thank Regina George for 
giving me some longevity. I’m forever grateful to Tina 
Fey and Mark Waters.

“I remember when I read it [the script], I called my 
agent right away and said, ‘I will play any part in this, 
please, please, please.’ I was at the beginning of my ca-

reer, and it was a lofty thing out there, that I really, 
really, really wanted to do.

“I’m always looking for larger-than-life 
characters, which is probably why I like play-
ing villains. They get away with so much.”

And the ‘Notebook’ star enjoyed the role 
so much that she recently offered to be an 

understudy in the ‘Mean Girls’ Broadway 
show.

She said: “I really hope I get an 
invitation, yeah.

“I would love to see it. I’m so, so 
curious about it.

“I’ll be the understudy. I just hope 
Regina George never gets sick.”

Regina will be played on stage by 
Broadway veteran Taylor Louderman 

and creator Tina Fey recently pro-
claimed her to be the perfect 

choice for the role.
She said: “Taylor 

Louderman not 
only has this giant 

voice and great 
comic timing, but 

she instinctively 
understood the idea 
of Regina George, 
that there’s power in 
making people come 
to you.

“She knows ex-
actly when to play 
things really small, 
and there’s so much 
power in it, and I 
think she’s at times so 
wonderfully scary but 
so funny.”

Femalefirst.co.uk
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Scott Westgarth

Ravichandran Ashwin

PSG’s Neymar lies on the ground after injuring his ankle during a Champions League match against Marseille on Sun. Feb. 25.

Force India drivers Sergio Perez of Mexico, right, and Esteban Ocon of France pose for photos during the 
Force India team official presentation at the Catalunya racetrack in Montmelo, outside Barcelona, Spain 
on Mon. Feb. 26.

Players in action during an I-League match between Minerva Punjab FC and Aizawl FC at the Tau Devi Lal 
Stadium in Panchkula on Mon. Feb. 26. (Photo: IANS)

Manchester United coach Jose Mourinho (L) watched his side come from behind to beat Antonio Conte’s 
Chelsea on Sun. Feb. 25.
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Montmelo (Spain), Feb. 26 (AP): Force 
India, Toro Rosso and Haas unveiled 
their new cars for the 2018 Formula One 
season shortly before preseason testing 
began on Monday.

Sergio Perez and Esteban Ocon pulled 
the tarp off Force India’s pink-and-white 
car, dubbed the VJM11.

Perez and Ocon return for Force India 
after a good 2017, when the team finished 
fourth in the standings behind Mercedes, 
Ferrari and Red Bull.

Brendon Hartley and Pierre Gasly, 
who made their F1 debuts last year, did 
the honors for Toro Rosso’s STR13.

Romain Grosjean and Kevin Magnus-
sen also return for Haas, which finished 
eighth among the 10 teams last year.

Testing at the Circuit de Barcelona-
Catalunya runs until Thursday. A second 
four-day session will be held from March 
6-9.

The season-opening Australian Grand 
Prix is on March 25.

Mohali, Feb. 26 (IANS): In-
dia off-spinner Ravichan-
dran Ashwin was named 
the captain of the Kings XI 
Punjab for the upcoming 
season of the Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL).

The 31-year-old off-
spinner was picked up for 
Rs. 7.60 crores during the 
2018 auction. He was a 
part of the Rising Pune Su-
pergiant in the 2016-2017 
season and represented 
Chennai Super Kings from 
2009 to 2015. 

“Ravichandran Ashwin 
has officially succeeded 
the throne as the new cap-
tain of Kings XI Punjab for 
the upcoming Indian Pre-
mier League season. He 
will lead the pride of Pun-
jab into battle in the hopes 
of getting them to their 
maiden title triumph,” 
the Mohali franchise an-
nounced. 

Ashwin promised fans 
that the franchise will play 
a brand of cricket that both 
players and fans can be 
proud about.

Minerva jump to top spot 
with 2-0 win over Aizawl

Chelsea, Arsenal count their losses as top four soarSouth Africa’s Morkel 
to quit internationals

Force India, Toro Rosso, Haas 
unveil new cars for F1 season

Ashwin named KXIP captain

PSG coach ‘optimistic’ injured Neymar will recover to face Real

Briton Westgarth dies after heavyweight bout

Panchkula, Feb. 26 (IANS): 
M i n e r v a  P u n j a b  F C 
jumped to the top of the I-
League table with a clinical 
2-0 victory over reigning 
champions Aizawl FC in 
a crucial encounter at the 
Tau Devi Lal Stadium here 
on Monday.

Second-half goals from 
Akash Sangwan (51st min-
ute) and substitute Bazie 
Armand (90+6) secured all 
three points for the Pun-
jab-based side who now 
have a one-point lead over 
second-placed Neroca FC 
with a game in hand. Mi-
nerva, after the win, are on 
32 points from 16 games.

They play Chennai City 
FC away on March 2 fol-
lowed by Churchill Broth-
ers on March 8.

Neroca (31 points from 
17 matches) have only one 
game in hand -- against 
East Bengal who are also 
in contention at third posi-
tion having 29 points from 
16 outings.

C o m i n g  i n t o  t h e 
match, Minerva had suf-
fered two consecutive 
losses. But against Aizawl, 
the home side dominated 
the first half in terms of 
possession as well as the 
number of attempts on 
goal. 

The first chance for 
them came in the seventh 

Cape Town, Feb. 26 (Reuters): South Africa fast bowler 
Morne Morkel will retire from all formats of international 
cricket after the four-match home test series against 
Australia starting this week, he said on Monday.

Morkel, 33, cited family pressures following local me-
dia reports that he was set to take up a Kolpak contract 
to play in England.

“It was an extremely tough decision but I feel the 
time is right to start a new chapter. I have a young family 
and a foreign wife, and the current demanding interna-
tional schedule has put a lot of strain us,” Morkel said in 
a Cricket South Africa news release on Monday.

“I still feel there is a lot of cricket left in me and I am 
excited for what lies ahead. For now, all of my energy and 
focus is on helping the Proteas win the upcoming series 
against Australia.”

Morkel will now be free to play in Twenty20 leagues 
around the world, although he went unsold in the recent 
auction for this year’s Indian Premier League. He played 
the first of his 83 tests against India in 2006 and has taken 
294 wickets at an average of 28.08.

The tall seamer has also featured in 117 one-day in-
ternationals and 44 Twenty20 Internationals, taking 529 
wickets across the three formats of the game.

London, Feb. 26 (AFP): 
Manchester United in-
flicted a miserable week-
end on Chelsea as Jose 
Mourinho won his per-
sonal duel with Antonio 
Conte and helped shunt 
the champions out of the 
Premier League’s top four.

Former Chelsea man 
Romelu Lukaku scored 
and set up the winner 
for Jesse Lingard in a 2-1 
defeat for Conte’s team, 
whose bid for a Cham-
pions League place was 
further hit by victories for 
Liverpool and Tottenham 
Hotspur.

At the other end of the 
table, seven clubs are sep-
arated by just four points 
but West Brom look down 
and out after a fourth 
straight Premier League 
defeat against Hudders-
field.

AFP Sports looks at the 
major talking points from 
the Premier League week-
end.

Chelsea on the slide
After the opening half 

hour on Sunday, Chelsea 
looked on course to move 
level on points with Unit-
ed as they deservedly led 

minute when Chencho Gyeltshen lofted 
the ball for Gagandeep Bali who was 
on the run at the edge of the penalty 
box but the pace in ball w a s 
just too much to have a 
contact. 

Chencho tried his 
luck in the 11th minute 
with a dummy rank near 
the box before unleashing his shot which 
sailed over the crossbar. 

William got another chance in the 
27th minute when he found himself in 
an excellent position to score from Ka-
malpreet’s pinpointed cross but his effort 
went inches wide of the goalpost.

Aizawl, meanwhile, almost took the 

lead against the run of play when in-form 
striker Lalkhawpuimawia missed an op-
portunity to convert an immaculate cross 

from Ionescu in the 
37th minute. 

M i n u t e s  l a t e r, 
Chencho missed a 
header to leave the 
Aizawl dugout re-

lieved. William missed arguably the 
easiest one-on-one opportunity against 
Avilash Paul but his horrible chip went 
wayward before the referee blew the half-
time whistle.

Minerva took a lead early on in the 
second half when a brilliant combina-
tion play between William, Chencho and 

Akash resulted in the first 
goal of the match. Inciden-
tally, it was the first goal 
by the youngster Akash in 
the premier league of the 
country. Chencho was left 
open on the right flank 
from where he crossed the 
ball low towards the path 
of local boy Akash who 
made no mistake in con-
verting from six yards out.

Aizawl almost scored 
an own goal in the 63rd 
minute when Sukhdev’s 
long throw shook Aizawl’s 
defence.

A series of injuries to 
both teams interrupted 
the flow of play since then. 
Aizawl had a chance in the 
75th minute when Ionescu 
made his way inside the 
Minerva box but his pow-
erless shot was blocked by 
Minerva defenders. 

Minerva goalkeeper 
made a brilliant save in 
the 85th minute to keep 
the scoreline unscathed 
after a series of deflection 
seriously threatened Mi-
nerva’s defence. 

Minerva hit the final 
nail in Aizawl FC’s coffin 
in the last minute of added 
time when Bazie, who was 
introduced to the game 
only two minutes before, 
converted William’s cross 
from handshaking dis-
tance.

through Willian’s opener.
However, they are 

now six points adrift of 
Mourinho’s men as they 
wilted after the break.

“At the end we are talk-
ing about another defeat,” 
said Conte, whose side 
have now lost three of their 
past four league games.

“We must be disap-
pointed because when 
you have this type of situ-
ation you have to manage 
the game better with expe-
rience and maturity to get 
three points. Instead for 

another time we are talk-
ing about a loss.”

Worse could be to 
come for Chelsea as they 
make the daunting 
trip to City next Sun-
day, while Spurs, 
L i v e r p o o l  a n d 
United face Hud-
d e r s f i e l d , 
Newcastle 
and Crystal 
Palace next 
weekend.
Awful few days for Arsenal
If losing the League Cup 
final in a meek 3-0 submis-

sion to Manchester City 
was not bad enough, Arse-
nal also saw Tottenham, in 
fourth, open up a 10-point 
gap on their north London 
rivals.

Arsene Wenger’s 
men now realisti-
cally need to inflict 

just City’s sec-
ond league 
defeat of the 
season when 

the sides meet 
again on Thursday to re-
main in contention for the 
top four.

“Arsenal really needs 
to win against City or then 
the distance will be too 
big for them like it hap-
pened for us last season,” 
said United manager Jose 
Mourinho.

U n i t e d  s a l v a g e d 
Mourinho’s debut season 
at Old Trafford by qualify-
ing for the Champions 
League via the Europa 
League.

But even that route 
looks less likely for Arsenal 
than a few days ago after 
they drew AC Milan in the 
last-16.
103 not out for Liverpool
Liverpool’s 100th goal of 
the season may have come 
from an unlikely source 
as Emre Can got the ball 
rolling in a 4-1 rout of West 
Ham at Anfield.

However, the familiar 
three then took over as 
Mohamed Salah, Roberto 
Firmino and Sadio Mane 
took their combined tally 
for the campaign to 66.

Jurgen Klopp declared 
the display “a joy to watch” 
and beyond even his own 
expectations.

Tellingly, Klopp also 
highlighted the impor-

tance a 10-day break be-
fore Saturday’s clash had 
been to help his side reach 
peak performance.

The German has ro-
tated more than any other 
manager in the Premier 
League this season and 
Liverpool look refreshed 
rather than running on 
fumes for the final stages 
of the season as they have 
in Klopp’s previous two 
seasons.
West Brom cut adrift
West Brom boss Alan 
Pardew admitted he had 
“a bag-and-a-half packed” 
even before Saturday’s 2-1 
home defeat to Hudders-
field, given his inability to 
turn the Baggies fortunes 
around.

Reports say Pardew 
will be handed one more 
week to save his job when 
West Brom travel to Wat-
ford this weekend, but 
time is rapidly running 
out not only for Pardew’s 
prospects of remaining in 
charge but West Brom’s 
chances of survival.

Seven points now sep-
arate them from safety 
with just 10 games re-
maining.

Morne Morkel 

“I feel honoured to be 
trusted with the responsi-
bility of leading such a tal-
ented bunch of cricketers,” 
Ashwin told kxip.in 

“I am confident of 
bringing out the best out 
of team mates. This is in-
deed a proud moment for 
me.”

The Tamil Nadu crick-
eter also said there is no 
added pressure on him as 
he carries the experience 

of leading his state earlier.
“There is no additional 

pressure on me as such. 
I first led my state side in 
first class cricket when I 
was 21. I have done it in 
the past and I am sure that 
I will enjoy the challenge,” 
said the spinner. 

Ashwin will lead a 
group of explosive bats-
men like Chris Gayle, 
Yuvraj Singh and Aaron 
Finch.

Paris, Feb. 26 (PTI/AFP): 
Par is  Saint-Ger main 
coach Unai Emery re-
mains optimistic that su-
perstar Neymar will be 
fit to face Real Madrid in 
their do-or-die Champi-
ons League clash despite 
suffering an ankle injury 
in Sunday’s 3-0 victory 
over Marseille.

Neymar, the world’s 
most expensive footballer, 
was stretchered off 10 
minutes from time at the 
Parc des Princes as PSG 
opened up a 14-point lead 
in Ligue 1.

The 26-year-old was 
on his own when he in-
nocuously rolled his ankle 
and flopped to the ground 
in pain.

“The first examina-
tion in the locker room 
revealed that it was a twist 
to the ankle. Now we will 
do a medical examination 
to find out what this twist 
is,” said Emery, whose 
team face Real at home on 
March 6 in the Champi-
ons League last 16 where 
they need to overturn a 
3-1 deficit.

“We will wait for the 
examination, we will be 
optimistic. If I had to say 
today (whether or not 
he will face Real) I would 
rather say yes to being 
optimistic.”

London, Feb. 26 (Re-
uters): British boxer Scott 
Westgarth has died af-
ter falling ill following 
a heavyweight bout on 
Saturday.

Westgarth looked un-
comfortable as he was 
interviewed ringside after 
his points victory over 
Dec Spelman in Don-
caster and was taken to 
hospital having deterio-
rated backstage.

The 31-year-old, who 
had been chasing an Eng-

lish title fight, died in 
Royal Hallamshire Hos-
pital.

“God bless Scott West-
garth. To promote a box-

ing show and a young 
man doing a job he loves 
losing his life, I have no 
words,” Stefy Bull, West-
garth’s promoter, wrote 
on social media on Mon-
day.

Spelman also reacted 
to the news.

“Absolutely heartbro-
ken and lost for words, 
all continue to pray for 
Scott’s family and the 
people close to him rest 
easy my friend,” he said 
on Twitter.

PSG skipper Thiago 
Silva told Canal: “Ney-
mar already had a swollen 
ankle. I am not a doctor, 
but I don’t think he’ll be 
available on Wednesday 
(when PSG face Marseille 
again in the French Cup). 
He has to rest.”

It was an otherwise 
easy night for the big-
spending Parisians as 
teenager Kylian Mbappe 
became the youngest 
scorer in the French ‘Clas-
sique’.

Uruguayan goal-ma-
chine Edinson Cavani 
was also on the scoresheet 
while Neymar had a hand 
in PSG’s other goal.

With Monaco drawing 
3-3 at Toulouse on Satur-
day and Lyon held 1-1 at 
home to local rivals Saint-
Etienne earlier on Sunday, 
it meant none of PSG’s 
three nearest challengers 
managed to win.

Monaco remain sec-
ond with Marseille third, 
two points behind, and 
Lyon a further five adrift.

This result was never 
in doubt and Emery even 
had the luxury of bring-
ing off Mbappe, 19, after 
an hour to give Argentine 
international Angel Di 
Maria a half-hour run out.

PSG were off to a fly-
ing start through Mbappe 

but Marseille were in part 
the architects of their own 
downfall.

France midfielder 
Adrien Rabiot tried to 
thread a through ball on 
10 minutes to Mbappe, 
cutting in from the right.

Former Aston Villa 
full-back Jordan Amavi 
was in place to intercept 
the ball but he slipped 
and succeeded only help-
ing it onto teenage star 
Mbappe, who jinked in-
side onto his left foot and 
dragged a low shot inside 
Yohann Pele’s near post.

As expected, the hosts 
were dictating the tempo 
and dominating the ball, 

but Neymar was off target 
with a header from a Dani 
Alves cross.

The second came be-
fore the half hour mark, 
though, and again it owed 
much to poor Marseille 
defending.

L a y v i n  K u r z a w a 
slipped Rabiot into the 
inside left channel in the 
visitors’ box and he picked 
out Brazilian Neymar with 
a cut-back.

The forward’s poked 
finish was heading off 
target until his compatriot 
and Marseille centre-back 
Rolando thrust out a boot 
and inadvertently direct-
ed the ball into the goal.
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The Nagaland football team along with the coach after a match on Feb. 25 at Guwahati in Assam.

Manchester City's Vincent Kompany lifts the trophy after they won the English League Cup final soccer match against Arsenal at the Wembley 
stadium in London on Sun. Feb. 25.
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Arsenal legend Thierry Henry has already moved into coaching, working with the Belgian national team

Manchester City thrash Arsenal 
to win League Cup final

Thierry Henry eyes 'dream' 
job as Arsenal manager

Infantino still committed to VAR at World Cup

Alonso does six laps before a wheel comes off

Dr. T Ao Memorial U-21: Group winners Nagaland enter semis

London, Feb. 26 (reuters): 
Pep Guardiola claimed his 
maiden English silverware 
as his side thrashed Arse-
nal 3-0 in the League Cup 
final with Sergio Aguero, 
Vincent Kompany and Da-
vid Silva all on target in a 
disappointingly one-sided 
showpiece on Sunday.

The first meeting be-
tween the sides in a do-
mestic final was no classic 
but Spaniard Guardiola 
will not care after his side’s 
class eventually shone 
through at a freezing 
Wembley Stadium.

City, who will also win 
the Premier League title 
barring a monumental 
collapse, did not even have 
to hit top gear to lift the 
trophy for the third time 
in five years.

Aguero’s 18th-minute 
goal gave City a halftime 
lead and Arsenal withered 
after the break as Kompa-
ny prodded in from close 
range after 58 minutes be-
fore Silva thumped home 
a left-footer seven minutes 
later.

Arsenal’s fans left in 
droves in the final 20 min-
utes while City’s fans deco-
rated the stadium with sky 
blue.

After a trophy-less first 
season in charge of City, 
Guardiola’s career major 
trophy haul as a manager 
stands at 19, having won 
11 with Barcelona and 
seven at Bayern Munich.

“It’s important. We’re 
so happy, and a big con-
gratulations to all of Man-
chester City, and our fans. 

This trophy is for Man-
chester City and not for 
me,” Guardiola, whose 
side’s bid for an unprec-
edented quadruple was 
wrecked by a shock FA 
Cup defeat by third-tier 
Wigan Athletic on Mon-
day, said.

“The first half we were 
not good, there were a lot 
of mistakes, in the second 
half we played with a lot 
more courage and person-
ality -- we were outstand-
ing.”

Arsenal have now lost 
a record six League Cup 
finals and it remains the 
only silverware manager 
Arsene Wenger has not 
won.

“We self-inflicted our 
punishment,” he said. 
“We had an unbelievable 

chance at 0-0 and then 
gave them a goal.”

Despite the 27 points 
separating the sides in the 
Premier League, Arsenal 
arrived at Wembley hav-
ing won their last three 
domestic finals, all in the 
FA Cup.
Lost cause
Their pedigree in knock-
out play offered hope of 
some salvation for anoth-
er disappointing league 
campaign, but from the 
moment Aguero opened 
the scoring it looked a lost 
cause.

For all City’s dazzling 
football this season, the 
breakthrough came from 
an old-fashioned 70 me-
tre hoof forward by City’s 
keeper Claudio Bravo -- 
who had kept his place 

London, Feb. 26 (AFp): Arsenal's all-time 
top scorer Thierry Henry said it would be 
a "dream" to manage the club, whose 
season is threatening to unravel after 
their capitulation to Manchester City in 
the League Cup final.

Arsene Wenger's side crumbled 3-0 
at Wembley on Sunday and languish 10 
points off the top four in the Premier 
League, with the Europa League their 
only chance of silverware this season.

Wenger is under contract at Arsenal 
until 2019 but a failure to qualify for the 
Champions League for a second straight 
year would ramp up pressure for him to 
step down.

Asked on-air after the game about 
whether replacing Wenger would ap-
peal to him, the Sky Sports pundit, who 
is also a member of Belgium's coaching 
staff, said: "I still have a job to do with 
Belgium, but let's see what's going to 
happen.

"It will be a dream for me, but I'm still 
with Belgium.

"Interested? Yes, who wouldn't be? 

But I can't talk about that out of respect 
for the man that is in charge still and my 
job that I'm doing right now with Bel-
gium. But who wouldn't be interested?"

Henry, who was brought to Arsenal 
by Wenger in 1999, believes a lack of con-
sistency is the key to the club's troubles, 
with the Gunners having lost six games 
in all competitions since the turn of the 
year.

"With Arsene, what is difficult is 
when you have bad momentum," the 
40-year-old told Sky Sports News on 
Monday.

"The consistency is not always there 
and you need to be consistent. You need 
to also sometimes have some good 
games away from home.

"The feeling with the fans is that you 
cannot brag about the win because next 
week we might be in trouble.

"What's difficult when you start to 
lose is getting that energy and com-
mitment back. When you don't win the 
league for a long time -- 14 years running 
-- that doesn't help."

Bratislava, Feb. 26 (re-
uters): FIFA President Gi-
anni Infantino has not 
had any second thoughts 
about using video assis-
tant referees (VAR) at this 
year’s World Cup, he told 
Reuters on Monday, de-
spite recent controversies 
involving the new tech-
nology.

His UEFA counterpart 
Aleksander Ceferin said, 
however, that the system 
would not be used in 
next season’s Champions 
League.

VAR, which allows 
match referee to review 
decisions on a pitchside 
monitor or by consulting 
an assistant who monitors 
the game on a video, has 
been trialled in a number 
of competitions over the 
past year.

Soccer’s law-making 
body IFAB is expected 
to decide on Saturday 
whether to authorise its 
use on a permanent basis 
and Infantino has said 
that, if VAR is approved, 
FIFA will use it at this 
year’s World Cup in Rus-
sia.

However, it has proved 
controversial especially in 
Italy’s Serie A where there 
have been cases of penal-

Barcelona, Feb. 26 (re-
uters): Fernando Alonso 
did six laps of the Barce-
lona circuit before crash-
ing into the gravel after a 
wheel came off his McLar-
en at the start of Formula 
One’s pre-season testing 
on Monday.

The former world 

champions, who are start-
ing a new engine partner-
ship with Renault after 
three troubled years with 
Honda, played down the 
incident.

“We had a wheel-nut 
issue, we’ll get back out 
here this afternoon,” exec-
utive director Zak Brown 

told reporters at the Cir-
cuit de Catalunya.

“We’re fine. It’s what 
testing is for. All the teams 
will have a variety of issues 
throughout testing, that’s 
exactly what it’s for,” the 
American added. “We’re 
going to lose very little 
time, no big deal at all.”

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 26 (EMN): 
Nagaland have qualified 
for the semi-finals of the 
ongoing Dr. T Ao Memo-
rial U-21 Football Tour-
nament being organ-
ised by the Dr. T Ao Birth 
Centenary Committee at 
Guwahati in Assam. 

With two wins and 
a draw, Nagaland en-
tered the semis as win-
ners of Group A and set 
up a clash with Sikkim 
(Group B runners-up) 
in the first semi-final 
match at 2:30 pm, while 
in Group B, Meghalaya 
(Group B winner) will 
take on Assam (Group 
A runners-up) at 5 pm 
at SAI regional centre at 
Guwahati on Feb. 27. 

On Feb. 25 evening, 
Nagaland narrowly beat 
Assam by a solitary goal, 
while the lone goal was 
scored by Ringham Jig-
dung. 

Neithovilie Chalie-u, 
goalkeeper for Nagaland, 

1st Death Anniversary

The day God called your 
name broke our hearts 

into pieces.
A feeling of loss so intense 

we’ve never ever felt this way.
You always live life to the full 
but ours won’t be the same.
How we wish we could relive 

those memories.
But God has a better plan 

beyond all of our own 
understandings.

You heard the voice of Jesus 
gently calling you from above.
We could not say “Goodbye” 

We said “See you Again”.
For one day we will be together 

again.
In that beautiful place for 

eternal life.
Always in our hearts

~ Loved Ones

Of

Kehosel Kikhi
(27. 02. 2017)
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in favour of usual keeper 
Ederson.

Aguero got the bet-
ter of Shkodran Mustafi 
all too easily and as the 
Arsenal defender stopped 
and appealed for a foul 
that never was, Aguero 
calmly advanced to dink a 
delicate finish over David 
Ospina as Laurent Kosci-
elny tried to cover.

Video Assistant Ref-
eree (VAR) was in use for 
the first time in an English 
final and Wenger could 
have been excused for 
wanting to have a second 
look just to clarify how his 
side had been opened up 
in such schoolboy fash-
ion.

Kevin de Bruyne vol-
leyed into the side-netting 
before halftime but Ar-
senal barely conjured a 
chance apart from early 
on when Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang somehow 
failed to beat Bravo from 
close range after Mesut 
Ozil’s ball in.

City raised their level 
after the break and Arse-
nal lacked a chronic lack 
of belief that they could 
turn things around and 
win the trophy for the first 
time since 1993.

Kompany went close 
with a deflected effort and 
the next time the Belgian 
defender found himself in 
the Arsenal box, he poked 
out a leg to divert Ilkay 
Gundogan’s low cross into 
the net.

When Silva buried a 
low shot past Ospina from 
Danilo’s pass seven min-
utes later it threatened to 
get ugly for Arsenal.

They were spared 
further torment but the 
thousands of empty red 
seats behind Bravo’s goal 
spoke volumes.

told the Eastern Mirror: 
“Today (Sunday’s) match 
very crucial for us be-
cause if we lose today 
then we won't be able 
qualified for semi-final; 
we give our best till the 
end of the match.” 

Also, captain Imlong 
Chaba said, “I have full 
faith in my team and 

moreover with our unity, 
dedication and with God, 
he led us to group cham-
pion as well as semi-fi-
nal.”

While Nagaland team 
on the way defeated 
Manipur 2-1 in the first 
match, and draw with 
Arunachal Pradesh 1-1 in 
the second match to en-

ter the semi-finals as the 
Group-A winner. So far 
in the tournament, Ring-
ham Jigdung has scored 
three goals and Nyithong 
a goal, for Nagaland.  

Nagaland,  Assam, 
Arunachal Pradesh and 
Manipur were clubbed 
in Group A. In Group 
B, Meghalaya, Sikkim, 

Sikkim, and Mizoram. 
Mizoram failed to turn 
up for the tournament. 

 “Ha rd l y  w e  h a d 
coaching camp only for 
few days but still the 
boys gave their best and 
I believe in them, they 
can play much better in 
the next match against 
Sikkim,” said team coach 
Olando Yimchunger. 

The team is led by 
coach Olando Yimchun-
ger and team manager 
Kevilhoubi.

The players repre-
senting Nagaland in-
cluding the captain are 
Dongehangbe Y Chang, 
Ringham Jigdung, Im-
long Chaba,  Maldar 
Patgiri, Y Temsunung-
sang, Sarilong, Nighato T 
Sumi, Ilanger, Vikethozo 
Zhotso, Tongpang Jamir, 
Khrükhoto Resu, Kev-
isalie Sechü, Neikethozo 
Yhome, Keneinguze Pi-
enyü, Neithovilie Chalie-
u, Kuvezo Vero, Temjen-
wati Ao, and Nyithong.

The right rear wheel 
came off Alonso’s car dur-
ing the first 40 minutes of 
a chilly morning in Spain 
as teams took part in their 
first official test since No-
vember.

The double world 
champion, who gave the 
new papaya orange and 
blue car a trouble-free 
shakedown at the Navarra 
circuit in northern Spain 
on Friday, stepped out of 
the stranded car as mar-
shals waved red flags to 
halt the session.

The Spaniard inspect-
ed the damage closely 
before the car was loaded 
on to a truck and taken 
back to the pits. The track 
action then re-started.

“There is no drama in 
the garage. Everyone is 
quite relaxed, getting on 
with it and it is quite an 
easy fix,” said Brown, who 

had said last week that he 
expected all eyes to be on 
McLaren this season.

“This team is used to 
public pressure and hav-
ing eyes on us,” he added.

“We enjoy that and we 
like to step up to the plate 
and thrive on the opportu-
nity so we are not feeling 
any added pressure that 
we don’t already put on 
ourselves.”

Monday’s test comes 
a year after a nightmare 
start for McLaren, with 
Alonso managing only 
one lap before lunch after 
multiple engine failures.

That set the tone for a 
dismal season that ended 
with the sport’s second 
most successful team lan-
guishing in ninth place 
overall. The season starts 
in Australia on March 25, 
with McLaren seeking 
their first win since 2012.

ties being revoked after a 
wait of several minutes or 
goals being disallowed for 
minor infringements after 
similar delays.

Critics say it has taken 
the spontaneity out of 
the sport and left fans 
confused.

“We have to base de-
cisions on facts and not 
feelings,” Infantino said 
on the sidelines of the 
UEFA Congress.

”The facts are that 
from almost 1,000 match-
es which were tested, the 
accuracy rate of the ref-
erees went up from 93 
percent to 99 percent.

”If we, or I, can do 
something to make sure 
that the World Cup is not 
decided by a referee’s mis-

takes, then I think it’s our 
duty to do it.

“Much more time is 
wasted on throw-ins or 
free kicks, rather than on 
correcting a potentially 
wrong decision with VAR, 
so I‘m still very positive.”

Infantino added that 
controversy was part and 
parcel of Serie A - with or 
without VAR.

“If you lose the match, 
before it was the fault of 
the referee, now it’s the 
fault of VAR...that’s part of 
the customs, of the tradi-
tions of Italian football as 
well,” he said.

Ceferin later told a 
news conference he was 
not necessarily against 
VAR but that it needed 
more time.

“We will not use it in 
the Champions League 
next season,” he said.

” I  s e e  a  l o t  o f 
confusion...I think there 
is no way back any more 
but we have to educate 
the referees properly, we 
have to explain to the fans 
when it can be used.

“Fans keep seeing the 
(VAR) screen all the time 
but nobody knows how 
it works. For me, it might 
be a good project but we 
shouldn’t rush it.”

Fernando Alonso inspects his car after 
losing a rear tyre during testing at the 
Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya in Spain on 
Mon. Feb. 26.


