
Alemba Yimchunger (second from right) along with wildlife researchers fixing a camera-trap inside Fakim Wildlife Sanctuary in Kiphire. 
Photo: Satem Longchar
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Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Mar. 1 (EMN): In 
what appears to be a case 
of rigging, the vote of a 
deceased person, whose 
name was still listed in 
the electoral roll of the 8th 
Western Angami assem-
bly constituency (AC), was 
recorded as cast through 
postal ballot.

This revelation came 
through a complaint 
letter addressed to the 
Chief Electoral Officer 
( C E O )  Na g a l a n d  b y 
the Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP) candidate from 
the constituency, Ke-
visekho Kruse on Thurs-
day, against illegal casting 
postal ballots in the 8th 
Western Angami AC. 

Kruse, in the letter, 
which was made avail-
able to the media, alleged 
that 29 votes were illegally 
cast through postal voting 
in his constituency. He 
stated that out of the 29 
voters, one person by the 
name of Aniko Kruse (E-
Roll-105) under 10 Thek-
rejuma village was already 
deceased. The rest, he 
remarked, were denied to 
exercise their franchise on 
polling day on Feb. 27.

Stating that many of 
the listed voters were not 
even allowed to cast ten-
dered votes, the candidate 
pointed out that the rea-
son given by the presiding 
officer in all the cases was 
that their votes have been 
marked as cast through 

postal ballot.
He also informed that 

the voters who were de-
nied to cast their vote 
were not on election duty 
list and many of them 
were farmers, students.

“The victimised voters 
at no point of time had 
applied for postal ballot 
and therefore they had 
been illegally denied their 
fundamental duty as well 
as rights to exercise Adult 
Franchise,” Kruse said, 
while also highlighting, 
“Vote was even ‘marked 
as casted’ on behalf of an 
expired person through 
postal ballot”.

“The above stated evi-
dences have (sic) created 
a suspicion that there is 
a foul play conducted by 

the officials from the Elec-
tion Office in connivance 
with a political party with 
vested interest which is 
a misuse of Government 
machinery against NDPP 
Candidate, even as some 
of the listed voters were 
former office bearers of a 
political party from differ-
ent villages/colonies un-
der 8th Western Angami 
AC, who recently joined 
NDPP,” Kruse wrote.

In view of the irregu-
larities, he appealed to the 
CEO to identify all postal 
ballots of persons not in 
duty list including those 
listed in ‘Annexure A un-
der 8th Western Angami 
AC’ and to declare them 
null and void, so as to let 
the listed genuine voters 

to cast their votes before 
declaration of election 
results on Mar. 3. He also 
asked the election author-
ity to take appropriate dis-
ciplinary action against 
erring officials as per the 
relevant provisions of law.

Meanwhile, the candi-
date informed that he had 
already written a com-
plaint letter to the deputy 
commissioner of Kohima, 
who is also the district 
election officer (DEO) Ko-
hima, requesting for ac-
tion into the matter.  

Kruse is locked in 
triangular contest with 
NPF’s Keneizhakho Na-
khro and NPP’s Asu Key-
ho for the Western An-
gami seat under Kohima 
district.

Kohima Bureau 
Kohima, Mar. 1 (EMN): 
Twelve polling stations 
across eight constituen-
cies under six districts in 
Nagaland: Peren (1), Kohi-
ma (1), Phek (5), Mon (1), 
Tuensang (2) and Kiphire 
(2), will go to re-poll while 
one polling station in 
Longleng district will have 
a fresh poll on Fri. from 7 
am to 3 pm. 

The Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) has on 
Mar. 1, declared the poll 
taken on Feb. 27 at 12 
polling stations void and 
ordered for re-polling to 
be conducted on Mar. 2. 
The polling stations (PS) 

are: PS-15 village council 
hall Samziuram ‘A’ Sec-
tor under 7th Peren AC, 
PS-29 AG Colony Upper-I 
under 9th Kohima Town 
AC, PS-01 community 
hall Middle Khomi vil-
lage under 17 Chizami 
AC, PS-10 GPS Mesulumi 
village A/Wing under 17 
Chizami AC, PS-09 Met-
salemi village under 19 
Phek AC, PS-25 Panchayat 
hall Phek village B/Wing 
under 19 Phek AC, PS-01 
GPS Suthotsu village un-
der 20 Meluri AC, PS-13 
GPS building Zangkham 
village under 41 Tizit AC, 
PS-03 Chare under 52 
Longkhim-Chare AC, PS-

09 GMS Tonglongsor un-
der 52 Longkhim-Chare 
AC, PS-19 GHS building 
Pungro town ‘B’ under 
60 Pungro-Kiphire AC, 
and PS-25 GPS building 
Khongka under 60 Pun-
gro-Kiphire AC.

In another letter, the 
commission ordered 
fresh poll in PS-01 Ladi-
garh under 49 Tamlu AC 
in Longleng district as 
polling on Feb. 27 was 
adjourned due to ob-
struction from non-state 
forces. Polling will be con-
ducted on Fri. at ‘some 
temporary structure in 
nearby location’, as per 
the ECI order.

Dimapur, Mar. 1 (EMN): 
The candidate of Nation-
alist Democratic Progres-
sive Party (NDPP) to 9th 
Kohima Town assembly 
constituency, Dr. Neikie-
salie Kire has demanded 
disqualification of rival 
candidate from Naga Peo-
ple’s Front (NPF) Dr. Tseil-
houtuo Rhutso for alleged 
“malpractice, forgery, use 
of fabricated documents 
and undue influence” on 
polling day. 

In a complaint to the 
chief electoral officer of 
Nagaland, Kire alleged 
that ‘Rhutso has commit-
ted the highest degree of 
electioneering offence 
by producing mass fab-
rication of the voter slips 
and forging the signature 
of the issuing authority 
which were used’ on poll-
ing day to allow proxy vot-
ing in his favour.

“This incident came to 
light when the NPF agents 

were caught red handed 
with booklets contain-
ing the fabricated/forged 
photo voter slips at Polling 
Station Nos. 29 (AG Col-
ony, Upper-I) and 41(Jail 
Colony). The booklets 
which were seized have 
been submitted to the 
police and the returning 
officer.”

This, it stated, was a 
pre-planned move of the 
NPF candidate ‘strate-
gized minutely as the use 
of the fabricated voter 
slips were carried out at 
around the same time in 
different polling stations’.

He also accused the 
NPF candidate of enter-
ing the polling booth at 
polling station No. 41, Jail 
Colony Panchayat Hall 
and intimidating voters 
‘to the extent of directing 
the presiding/polling of-
ficers to tear the voter slips 
which was accordingly 
followed’. 

“The incident took 
place between 10.30 am 
to 12 pm. CCTV/video 
coverage would prove the 
above”.

Arguing that such ac-
tions deserve the highest 
quantum of condemna-
tion and punishment, Kire 
has asked that his rival 
candidate be disqualified 
‘for violating the statutory 
provisions of election law 
relating to corrupt practic-
es and electoral offences’.

In a separate com-
plaint to the office-in-
charge of south police sta-
tion, Kohima, the NDPP 
unit of said constituency 
has also asked the police 
to take action against what 
it stated was “criminal 
intimidation and terror-
izing of voters at polling 
station No. 41 from 9th 
Kohima Town assembly 
constituency during the 
casting of votes” by the 
NPF candidate. 

Dimapur, Mar. 1 (EMN): The Naga People’s Front (NPF) has confirmed its alliance 
with the Nagaland unit of Janata Dal (United). The agreement between the two 
parties was reached on Feb. 27, a day before Nagaland went to polls.  The NPF has 
already formed alliance with the National People’s Party (NPP). Documents made 
available to the local press on Thu. informed that both the NPP and the JD (U) have 
accepted TR Zeliang as the alliance’s chief ministerial candidate. 

Kohima, Mar. 1 (EMN): 
The NDPP and NPF units 
of 36 Satakha assembly 
constituency (AC) have 
demanded cancellation 
and invalidation of Feb. 
27 polling at ‘Part No. 14’ 
Nunumi village polling 
station under Satakha AC 
in Zunheboto district, al-
leging malpractice after 
scrutiny. They claimed 
that NDPP and NPF sup-
porters were not allowed 
to exercise their voting 
rights. The Satakha AC is 
seeing a triangular con-
test between NDPP, NPF 
and JD (U). 

In a letter to the gen-
eral observer of the con-
stituency, NDPP can-

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Mar. 1: The 
Sanctuary Nature Foun-
dation–a conservation ini-
tiative of Sanctuary Asia, 
widely acknowledged as 
the leading nature and 
conservation portal in 
India–has announced 
monetary grant to Ale-
mba Yimchunger, a true 
‘mud-on-the-boots’ Naga 
conservationist.

The foundation has 
decided to give a monetary 
grant of INR 50,000 from 
its flagship Mud On Boots 
Project to ‘grassroots’ con-
servationist, and one-time 
hunter, Yimchunger. The 
Mud On Boots Project is 
quite unique.

This is a programme 
designed to empower and 
support ‘mud-on-the-
boots’ conservationists in 
India, regardless of their 
academic qualifications 
or affiliations. Its select list 
features a goatherd from 
Rajasthan, a polio survivor 
from Haryana, a senior 
citizen from West Bengal 
and others–with biodiver-
sity conservation as the 
common denominator.         

In the words of Bittu 
Sahgal, the founder of 
Sanctuary Nature Founda-
tion: “As the name implies, 
the project was developed 
to empower those conser-
vationists who are doing 

Eastern Mirror wishes 
the best to all the 

readers especially the 
Hindu community 
on the occasion of 

Holi- the Hindu spring 
festival. May this 

'festival of colours' 
usher in peace and 
blessings for all.

Proxy from the grave: Deceased 
person casts vote in Western Angami AC

Re-poll at 12 polling 
stations, 1 fresh poll today

Kire seeks disqualification 
of rival  candidate from NPF

JD (U) joins NPF-NPP alliance 

Satakha NDPP and NPF 
joins force against Kaito Aye  

NSF rejects 
‘non-indigenous’ 
math teachers  

Sanctuary grant for Fakim’s ‘mud-on-the-boots’ tracker
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When one paints an 
ideal, one does not 
need to limit one's 
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valuable work in the field, 
who have mud on their 
boots, but who tend to fall 
under the radar of gov-
ernments, large wildlife 
organisations and the me-
dia. By giving these earth 
heroes even minimal 
support to execute their 
projects and by spotlight-
ing their contribution, we 
intend to magnify the im-
pact of their conservation 
work and connect them 
with a wider network of 
wildlife and protectors 

across the world.”
For a small group of 

Naga wildlife researchers 
and conservationists, and 
an even smaller group 
from outside the state, 
who attempts to explore 
and study the stunning 
wildlife of Fakim forest in 
Pungro, Kiphire district, 
Alemba Yimchunger is 
nothing short of a legend.

The fifty-two-year-old 
Yimchunger’s ‘knowledge 
and natural instinct’ about 
the terrain and the habits 

of its wildlife-residents 
have for long astounded 
researchers who venture 
inside the Fakim Wildlife 
Sanctuary. 

His history as a hunter 
in his youth, as is wont 
among most male Naga 
members, has only helped 
to sharpen his instinct 
and understanding of the 
wild. “More than anything 
else, it is his natural abil-
ity to track animals and 
the knowledge he posses 
about the forest,” Satem 

Longchar, a Naga wildlife 
researcher told Eastern 
Mirror on Thursday. 

“I would say that he 
knows way more than 
any of those so-called bi-
ologists in Nagaland. I 
couldn’t be any happi-
er with the choice. His 
knowledge about the 
Fakim forest is incredible,” 
she said. 

Currently, Yimchunger 
is on contract with the 
state’s department of For-
est as a camp guide inside 

Fakim Wildlife Sanctuary. 
It is a job he has had for 
the last three decades. 
Born in Fakim, it was nat-
ural for him to grow up 
hunting wildlife in the rich 
forests around his village. 

However,  as years 
turned, the dwindling 
wildlife in the region be-
gan to distress him and in 
the 1980s he discarded the 
‘cultural norm of hunting’ 
and joined the cause to 
conserve the stunning 
biodiversity of Fakim.

The respect he com-
mands among senior for-
est officials and research-
ers comes from the fact 
that he has been instru-
mental to the success of 
numerous expeditions 
and conservation initia-
tives in and around Fakim, 
including the conserva-
tion planting of Cephalo-
taxus mannii, a threatened 
species of tree; the dis-
tribution of solar lamps, 
seedlings and poultry to 
members of the commu-
nity; camera-trapping ex-
ercises; and guiding and 
hosting researchers from 
across the country. 

The Sanctuary Nature 
Foundation has also ac-
knowledged that he had 
served as the guide to Dr. 
N Odyuo, a scientist from 
the Botanical Survey of 
India, when the latter dis-

covered a plant species 
new to science in the area. 

It has also observed 
that despite ‘his extensive 
knowledge of regional bio-
diversity and long years of 
work in the Fakim Wildlife 
Sanctuary’, Alemba Yim-
chunger earns a salary of 
just INR 3,450 per month 
and is yet to be regularised 
into the fold of the forest 
department. 

“It takes uncommon 
courage to hold so steady 
a course in the face of such 
hardships, and yet, after 
all these decades, he still 
walks the forest with his 
enthusiasm untainted, 
his passion undiminished. 
Alemba Yimchunger rep-
resents the first generation 
of wildlife conservation-
ists from Nagaland, and 
for many young research-
ers and forest department 
staff who visit the area, he 
has been and continues 
to be a perennial source of 
inspiration,” said Dr. Rohit 
Naniwadekar, a scientist 
with the Nature Conserva-
tion Foundation.

The financial grant ex-
tended to Yimchunger, 
according to the founda-
tion, was in recognition of 
his three-decades of con-
servation work, ‘with the 
hope that it will ease some 
of the financial strain that 
he faces’. 

didate Ghukhui Zhimomi and 
NPF candidate Zheito Chophy 
stated that as per the video foot-
age viewed during scrutiny in the 
presence of the returning officer 
(RO) and general observer of 36 
Satakha AC, it was ‘apparent that 
there was rampant malpractice of 
proxy voting’. 

They stated that one person 
was seen guiding voters inside the 
polling booth for seven consecu-
tive times while another person was 
seen taking voters inside the booth 
multiple times in different disguise. 
The candidates also stated that at 
one point of time, no polling agents 
were seen inside the polling booth.

Pointing out that there was ram-
pant proxy voting in gross violation 
of election model code of conduct 
and Representation of People Act 
1951, the two candidates have de-
manded cancellation of the election 
process at Nunumi Polling station 
with immediate effect. 

“We shall not allow democratic 
process of vote counting till jus-
tice is delivered by nullifying or 
cancellation of the said poll at the 
said polling station and any conse-
quences of the democratic agitation 
shall be held responsible by the 
concern authority,” they warned. 

NPF Satakha alleges forged postal 
ballot
The NPF of 36 Satakha AC has al-
leged that 200 postal ballots were 
manipulated by an agent of the 
candidate of a rival party, and has 
appealed to the RO to reject the 200 
votes ‘in the interest of justice’. 

NPF Satakha president Vikiye 
Tuccu in a complaint letter to the 
RO stated that “under 36 AC Satakha 
200 postal ballots was manipu-
lated by Edward Muru who is the 
chief agent of G Kaito Aye, JD (U) 
candidate and the same has been 
disclosed by him in the presence 
of responsible citizens of Satakha”. 
Mentioning it was pertinent that 
Muru has admitted to have pre-
pared 200 postal ballots against the 
voters who were not on government 
duty to the favour of JD (U) candi-
date, the party asked for cancella-
tion of the said votes. 

“In the event of failure to reject 
those forged postal ballots, the NPF 
party shall not allow the ballots vote 
counting till justice is delivered 
by invalidating the said 200 postal 
ballots casted in favour of JD (U) 
Candidate. Any consequences of 
agitation in this regard shall be held 
responsible by the concern author-
ity,” the letter concluded.

Dimapur, Mar. 1 (EMN): The 
Naga Students’ Federation 
(NSF) has asked the state 
government to nullify the 
results declaring selection of 
non-indigenous inhabitant 
applicants to posts of gradu-
ate teachers for math subject 
advertised recently in the lo-
cal newspapers.

“...as per the results de-
clared for graduate teach-
ers (mathematics) on the 
22-2-2018 published in the 
local Medias (sic), it appeared 
that candidates selected were 
against the aspiration and 
voice of the student commu-
nity,” stated a press release 
from the NSF on Thu. 

It demanded that the state 
government should nullify 
the declaration and ‘the sub-
sequent waiting list merit 
indigenous inhabitant ap-
plicants be considered for 
selection to the vacant posts’. 
The NSF also warned of ‘any 
form of actions as deem fit, if 
the government fails to fulfil 
the genuine demand of the 
student community’.
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Agri. dept. bids farewell 
to outgoing officers

Dimapur, Mar. 1 (EMN): 
Department of  Agri-
culture has organised 
a farewell programme 
in honour of the outgo-
ing additional directors 
namely Imtitemjen L 
and N Thungjamo Lotha 
in its directorate confer-
ence hall on February 28.

Chair ing the pro-
gramme, G Ikuto Zhi-

momi, incoming director 
of agriculture, expressed 
happiness and congratu-
lated the two officers 
for attaining superan-
nuation in good health. 
He also lauded them for 
their valuable contribu-
tion at various levels dur-
ing their entire service in 
the department.

Dr. Elithung Lotha, 

director of horticulture, 
stated that attaining 35 
years in service was a 
big achievement in one’s 
life journey. He wished 
them a happy retired 
life.

L Butang Khiam. joint 
director, delivered fare-
well speech on behalf of 
the department, while 
N Henry Zeliang, joint 

diorector, read out the 
service profile of the re-
tiring officers. Many of-
ficers have also delivered 
voluntary speech on the 
occasion.

Chairperson of the 
programme pronounced 
the vote of thanks and 
concluded with a bene-
diction said by Medovilie 
Ladu, deputy director.

world.
The programme was 

chaired by Kito and Ms 
Aseo of B.Ed student-
teachers. The programme 

was marked with presen-
tation of cultural dance, 
puppet show and a talk 
show performed by stu-
dent-teachers of B.Ed 

semester-II.
The programme con-

cluded with a vote of 
thanks delivered by Ms 
Yarmongla.

Dimapur, March 1 (EMN): Kohima 
Municipal Council (KMC) has in-
formed all banks, schools, colleges 
,business establishments, con-
tracting firms/agencies, clinics/
pharmacies, hostels, guest house, 
hotels, restaurants, tuition/coach-
ing centres etc under its jurisdic-
tion to renew their trade permits 
or apply for fresh permits, as the 

case maybe, before March 31.
KMC administrator Kethosituo 

Sekhose stated that failure to do so 
will attract penalties as per the Na-
galand Municipal Act 2001 which 
may even lead to closure of the 
defaulting establishment.

In a separate statement, KMC 
has convened a joint meeting of 
all the 19 Ward panchayat chair-

men and sanitation committee on 
March 6 in its office at 3 p.m.

The meeting has been con-
vened to discuss issue on sanita-
tion/SBM related matters and 
use of Solid Waste Management 
(SWM) facilities as at Lirie with the 
Ramky representative. All the con-
cerned members are requested to 
attend the meeting positively.

KMC orders renewal of trade permits

Governor extends holi greetings Pfütsero mothers appreciateAR nabs NSCN (K) cadre in Kohima

Election vehicles to be released

Governor mourns Jayendra Saraswathi demise

ANPWDFWA convenes meet

Economic development, 
military modernisation must go 
together — Gen Bipin Rawat

India-China border still sensitive, can escalate, says minister

‘Future very bright for US-India counter-terrorism cooperation’ French prez. to visit India

MITE observes foundation day

Incoming director of Agriculture department G Ikuto Zhumomi (second from left) along with the two outgoing additional directors Imtitemjen 
L and N Thungjamo Lotha at the farewell programme on February 28.

Nagaland police and Assam Rifles personnel along with the suspected NSCN (K) cadre who was arrested 
in Kohima on February 28.

MITE managing director, Pelee Hekha, speaking to students on the occasion of its 7th foundation cum 
cultural day celebration on March 1 in Kohima.

D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  1 
(EMN): Modern Insti-
tute of Teacher Education 
(MITE), Kohima, cele-
brated its 7th foundation 
cum cultural day in the 
college auditorium on 
March 1.

Significance of the 
foundation day was de-
livered by Pelee Hekha, 
Managing Director of 
MITE. He emphasised on 
the importance to form 
a strong foundation. He 
also highlighted on the 
changing trend in B.Ed 
course.

The Managing Direc-
tor advised the youth to 
“Work and Learn” rather 
than sit at home and re-
main frustrated. He also 
stressed on the impor-
tance of time manage-
ment in this changing 

Dimapur, March 1 (EMN): The All 
Nagaland PWD Field Workers Associa-
tion PWD (R&B)/ Housing & National 
Highway (NH) has convened a meeting 
on March 14 at Tourist Lodge, Dimapur, 
near NST station, at 10 a.m.

The association president K Atovi 
Awomi and the general secretary 

Zubemo Ngullie have informed all the 
unit president s/ secretaries along with 
advisors to attend the meeting without 
fail. The meeting has been called to 
deliberate on 67% quota reservation 
for regularisation of work-charged em-
ployees and the ensuing silver jubilee 
celebration. 

D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  1 
(EMN): Governor PB 
Acharya has mourned 
the demise of Jagadguru 
Shri Jayendra Saraswathi 
Shankaracharya, head 
of pontiff of the Kanchi 
Kamakoti Peetham.

In a condolence mes-
sage, Acharya stated that 
Jayendra Saraswathi was 

the head of the Mutt es-
tablished by Adi Shanka-
racharya in the 5th Cen-
tury AD and added that 
under his guidance, the 
Mutt  star ted several 
schools and hospitals. 
Stating that Jayendra 
Saraswathi had ensured 
the Mutt involved itself 
in various social activi-

ties, Acharya said the 
Mutt today runs several 
schools, eye clinics and 
hospitals. 

The governor con-
cluded that his contri-
bution for the welfare 
of mankind and in pro-
moting spirituality would 
always be an inspiration 
for others.

D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  1 
(EMN): Officer-in-charge 
of transportation for elec-
tion duty and SDO (C) 
Sadar, Kohima, has in-
formed all concerned 
Head of Departments/ 
officers/ drivers under 

Kohima district, whose 
office/attached vehicles 
have been requisitioned 
for election duty to come 
and get their vehicles 
from local ground, Ko-
hima, on March 2 during 
office hour without fail.

Dimapur, March 1 (EMN): Governor 
PB Acharya has greeted the people of 
Nagaland on the occasion of Holi in 
particular and the country in general.

Terming holi as a colourful and 
vibrant festival, the governor said that 
the festival strengthens fraternity and 
togetherness amongst the people and 
spreads peace, prosperity in the society.

In his message, Acharya said holi 
signifies the victory of good over evil, 
the arrival of spring, and end of winter. 
According to him, it is also a festive 
day to meet others, play and laugh, 
forget and forgive and repair broken 

relationships.
The governor has appealed to the 

people to let the spirit of holi rise above 
all barriers and strengthen the social 
fabric to make Nagaland shine by bring-
ing the society together with the spirit 
of forgiveness and renewing friendship. 

Also stating that it is a good time to 
spread the message of peace, joy and 
love across society and to celebrate 
unity in diversity, he wished that the 
festival of colours strengthen the bonds 
of friendship and go a long way in pro-
moting brotherhood and unity among 
the people.

D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  1 
(EMN): Pfütsero Town 
Mother’s Association 
(PMA) has expressed 
gratitude to all  fron-
tal organisations under 
Pfütsero sub-division 
for their support and 
c o o p e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e 
peaceful conduct dur-
ing the recently held 
state assembly election. 

The association has 
also expressed grati-
tude to al l  organisa-
tions particularly the 
churches and individu-
als for their moral and 
financial support.

In order to maintain 
peaceful co-existence in 
the society, the Pfütse-
roTown Mothers’ Asso-
ciation had set up gates 
in different locations 
to check the inflow of 
liquors into its jurisdic-
tion and also organised 
surprise checking on 
February 20 in all the 

wards/ colonies  and 
recovered huge quantity 
of liquor, which were 
subsequently destroyed 
in the presence of po-
lice and administration. 

The association has 
also appreciated the 
administrative officers, 
para military forces, col-
ony chairmen, Dobash-
is, Pfütsero Town Youth 
Forum and all people, 
who have extended full 
c o o p e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e 
welfare of its citizens.  
The association further 
appreciated to all the 
churches of Pfütsero 
town for heeding to its 
call in checking inflow of 
liquor into the town. The 
association also sought 
their cooperation even 
in the near future.

This was stated in a 
press release issued by 
Zhonelü Tünyi, presi-
dent of Pfütsero Town 
Mothers’ Association.

D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  1 
(EMN): Basing on specific 
information regarding 
presence of underground 
cadre, Chieswema and 
Kohima battalion of the 
Assam Rifles launched a 
joint operation and ar-
rested one person from 
Old NST bus stand, Ko-
hima, on February 28.

According to the As-

sam Rifles press release, 
the accused has been 
identified as Vepa Hek-
ho (31), son of Viekoto 
Hekho and resident of 
Sethotsou village under 
Phek district. During in-
terrogation, the accused 
revealed himself to be a 
cadre of NSCN (K) and 
assigned to collect taxes 
from the public in Ko-

hima town.
The troops recov-

ered two extortion slips 
of NSCN (K) and cash 
amounting INR 1250 
from his possession.

The individual along 
with recovered items 
were handed over to 
North Police Station, Ko-
hima, for further investi-
gation, the release added.

New Delhi, March 1 (PTI): 
India’s economic develop-
ment must go hand-in-
hand with modernisation 
of the armed forces, Army 
chief Gen. Bipin Rawat said 
today.

“Economic rise takes 
place if the country is se-
cure,” he said, defending 
the quantum of budget 
allocation to the armed 
forces, and stressed that 
there is a link between flow 
of foreign investment into 
India and the situation at 
the country’s borders as 
well as the internal security 
scenario.

To invite investment, 
“we have to build and de-
velop confidence among 
the investors that the na-
tion’s borders are secure 
and the internal security 
situations are under con-
trol for which there is a 
requirement for budget for 
the defence forces,” he said 
at a seminar here.

“Economic develop-
ment and military mod-
ernisation must go hand-
in-hand,” he asserted.

The Army chief also 
talked about those who 
question the budgetary 
allocation to the armed 
forces.

Referring to the defence 
budget, Gen Rawat, quot-
ing an internal study by the 
Army, said 35-37 per cent 
of the annual budget given 
to the force contributes to-
wards nation building.

“If you are developing 
roads and infrastructure in 
remote areas of the coun-
try, they benefit the local 
population. The armed 
forces in the remotest loca-
tions are providing facilities 
of education and health-
care to people where gov-
ernment has not yet been 
able to reach out,” he said.

Giving examples of ex-
penditure, the Army chief 
also spoke of the money 
spent on sending Indian 
troops for various UN mis-
sions.

He said though the 
Army spends money on 
the troops, the reimburse-
ment from the UN does not 
come to the Army and the 
amount goes to the Con-
solidated Fund of India.

According to officials, 
a whopping INR four lakh 
crore worth of military pro-
curement involving 136 pro-
posals were cleared by the 
government in the last three 
years as part of efforts to 
modernise the armed forces.

New Delhi, March 1 (PTI): 
Eight months after the Dok-
lam standoff, junior defence 
minister Subhash Bhamre on 
Thursday said the situation 
along India’s border with China 
is “sensitive” and it has the po-
tential to escalate.

“At the Line of Actual Control 
the situation is sensitive as inci-
dents of patrolling, transgression 
and standoffs have a potential of 
escalation,” he said.

The nearly 4,000-km-long 
border between the two coun-

tries is referred to as Line of 
Actual Control (LAC).

“While confidence building 
measures are being enhanced, 
we shall continue to take all ac-
tion deemed necessary to ensure 
sanctity of LAC,” the minister of 
state for defence said, address-
ing a seminar on the Army’s 
contribution to nation building.

Troops of India and China 
were locked in a 73-day-long 
standoff in Doklam from June 
16 last year after the Indian side 
stopped the building of a road in 

the disputed area by the Chinese 
army. The face-off ended on 
August 28.

Sources said China has been 
keeping its troops in north Dok-
lam and significantly ramping 
up its infrastructure in the dis-
puted area.

In January, Army Chief Gen-
eral Bipin Rawat had said the 
time had come for India to shift 
its focus from borders with Paki-
stan to the frontier with China, 
indicating that situation along it 
was worrying.

Talking about the regional 
security situation, Bhamre also 
talked about likelihood of Pa-
kistan becoming a “conduit” 
for spread of ISIS ideologies to 
countries like India.

He also said that rising insta-
bility in India’s neighbourhood 
had increased the possibility of 
proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction to non-state actors.

“Today, we are facing a diffi-
cult neighbourhood with myriad 
security challenges. Ceasefire vi-
olation along the Line of Control 

continues to target Army and 
civilians. Situation in hinterland 
in Jammu and Kashmir remains 
a challenge,” he said.

Bhamre also emphasised 
the need to effectively deal with 
“inimical threats” to the country 
and added that rise in religious 
fundamentalism and its spread 
through social media remains a 
cause of concern.

“We need to continue with 
firm action to negate, mitigate 
and destroy elements inimical 
to our security,” he said.

Wa s h i n g t o n , Ma rc h  1 
(PTI): India is an “incred-
ibly valuable and close 
counter-terrorism part-
ner” of the US and the 
future is bright for bilateral 
cooperation in combating 
the menace, the Trump 
administration’s top an-
ti-terror official said on 
Thursday.

US Counter-terrorism 
Coordinator Nathan Sales 
credited the meetings 
between Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Presi-
dent Donald Trump early 
in the latter’s tenure as the 
reason behind a “power-
ful” partnership between 
the two nations.

“India is an incredibly 
important, incredibly val-
uable and incredibly close 
counterterrorism partner 

of the US,” Sales told re-
porters during a telecon-
ference at the conclusion 
of the conference on Law 
Enforcement Efforts to 
Defeat ISIS.

“ T h e  p r e s i d e n t 
( Trump) and the prime 
minister (Narendra Modi) 
held a very, very produc-
tive series of meetings ear-
lier in the administration, 
and in response to that set 
of meetings, the US gov-
ernment and the Indian 
government have forged 
ahead to create a really 
powerful partnership,” he 
said. During Modi’s visit to 
the US in June last year, In-
dia and the US had vowed 
to strengthen coopera-
tion against terror outfits 
like Jaish-e-Mohammad, 
Lashkar-e-Taiba and D-

Company, while urging 
Pakistan to ensure that its 
soil is not used for terror 
strikes against other na-
tions. Sales said the Trump 
administration has an-
nounced a number of des-
ignations related to terror-
ist threats that India faces.

During Modi’s visit, the 
US had declared Syed Sala-
huddin, the chief of Kash-
miri militant outfit Hizbul 
Mujahideen, as a “global 
terrorist”.

In 2016, the US entered 
into an arrangement with 
India to share information 
about known and suspect-
ed terrorists.

“I think the future is 
very bright for US-India 
counterterrorism corpora-
tion,” Sales said.

Sales said South Asia 

is one of the areas of the 
world where ISIS has an 
increasingly robust pres-
ence.

“Bangladesh is a good 
example of this. The Holey 
Artisan Bakery attack in 
July of 2016 in Dhaka killed 
22 people,” he said.

“We are working with 
our partners in the region 
to develop a shared under-
standing of the threat that 
these organisations pose 
to us in the US and pose to 
local governments. We are 
also working with those 
partners to develop a set 
of responses,” said Sales.

“I am confident that by 
bringing together partner 
nations who have a com-
mon understanding of the 
threat we face that we’ll 
be able to address this,” 

New Delhi, March 1 (PTI):  French President Em-
manuel Macron will pay a four-day visit to India 
from March 9 during which he would discuss the 
economic, political and strategic ties between 
the two countries, a statement by the Ministry of 
External Affairs said today.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will hold 
delegation-level talks with the French president 
on March 10.

The leaders will co-chair the Founding Con-
ference of the International Solar Alliance (ISA) 
a day later. The initiative to form the ISA for har-
nessing solar energy was taken by PM Modi and 
Macron’s predecessor Fran ois Hollande, it said.

The last visit of the French president to 
India was in January, 2016 when Macron was 
the chief guest at the Republic Day celebra-
tions that year. PM Modi last visited France in 
June, 2017, immediately after Mr Macron was 
elected to office.

India-France strategic partnership, estab-
lished in 1998, is one of the most important and 
comprehensive bilateral engagements and is 
marked by intense and frequent high-level ex-
changes and deep political understanding.
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A sample of Megosano Sakhrie’s calligraphy. Calligraphy is art related to writing. It is the design and execution of lettering often using idealized representations of form and design. 

The image shows pharmaceutical items in disarray following a ransacking in Mokokchung, according to a report on Thur. A citizen submitted on Thur. the image and a note 
attached with it informing that unidentified vandals ransacked and set on fire a pharmacy called Azuponger Pharmacy at Ungma Village in Mokokchung district on the 
evening of Feb. 28 at around 9.00 pm. Medicines worth 15 lakh and Rs 57, 000 in cash were destroyed in the process, it was informed. 

PEREN IN CLAMPDOWN 

In bad shape 

A calligrapher who’s dancing right into the penNDPP denounces 
abuse at polling station

Next kind of frenzy: Districts prepare to count votes
STATE

Dimapur, Mar. 1 (EMN): 
Preparations to count votes 
that were polled during the 
Feb. 27 assembly elections 
are already on. The district 
election establishment of 
Dimapur has informed that 
votes for the district shall be 
counted on Mar. 3 at the of-
fice complex of the deputy 
commissioner. 

Updates from the Di-
mapur division of the Infor-
mation & Public Relations 
(IPR) informed on Thur.  that 
Dimapur’s District Election 
Officer (DEO) Sushil Kumar 
Patel issued a press release 
informing candidates, po-
litical parties and their agents 
that the votes of the assembly 
election 2018 shall be count-
ed starting 7 am. The DEO has 
requested all in concern to 
reach the DC’s office by 7 am. 

Further, the establish-
ment informed about a lot for 
random selection of one poll-
ing station in each assembly 
constituency ‘for mandatory 
verification  of VVPAT (Voter 

Verifiable Paper Audit Trail) 
slips after the last around of 
counting.’ 

Only ‘candidate’s vehi-
cles’—without body guards—
shall be allowed to enter in-
side the DC’s Office on Mar. 
3, the IPR stated.

Mokokchung 
Also, the district election 

officer of Mokokchung dis-
trict  Sachin Jaiswal has listed 
out a number of restrictions 
that are to be observed inside 
the counting hall on Mar. 3.

Candidates, election, and 
counting agents are to carry 
only a pencil, a notepad and 
ID cards and no other items. 
Mobile phones, camera, and 
any other gadgets are prohib-
ited, the Mokokchung IPR has 
informed. The ‘only excep-
tion will be the observers,’ the 
IPR stated. 

Again, smoking inside 
the counting hall has been 
prohibited.

Frisking has been restrict-
ed to 200 metres away from 

counting hall.  Filming (“vid-
eography”) and photography 
of the entire counting process 
is allowed for official pur-
poses only.

Kohima 
Kohima district’s elec-

tion officer Rajesh Soundara-
rajan also has informed that 
counting of votes for the 8th 
Western Angami, 9th Kohima 
town, 10th Northern Anga-
mi I, 12th Tseminyu, 14th 
Southern Angami I and 15th 
Southern Angami II assembly 
constituencies of the district 
will be on Mar. 3 in the DB’s 
court, deputy commission-
er’s conference hall, DRDA 
conference hall, DPDB hall, 
District Planning Machinery 
office, pensioners building 
on the ground floor, and the 
pensioners’ office building 
on the first floor respectively 
within the DC’s office com-
plex in Kohima, updates from 

the IPR stated on Thur.
Candidates in Kohima 

district are informed count-
ing agents are to be ‘appoint-
ed in Form-18,’ one for each 
counting table including one 
for the returning officer’s ta-
ble with the returning officers 
in concern.

The establishment has 
requested candidates to note 
that the 100 meter periphery 
around the counting centre 
will be demarcated as “pe-
destrian zone.” No vehicle 
shall be allowed, the updates 
stated. 

‘Only the candidate / his 
election agent and counting 
agents appointed by him and 
any other person with au-
thorized photo identity card 
duly issued by the Election 
Commission / district elec-
tion officer / returning offic-
ers displayed on his person 
shall be allowed to cross the 
first cordon of security ring,’ 

the updates stated.
“No personal effects like 

cellular phones, camera- still 
or video (except official re-
cording by appointed person) 
is allowed inside the counting 
hall. If any such items are 
brought, the same should be 
deposited at the counter that 
will be opened for the pur-
pose,” the IPR stated.

Tuensang: Poll training done, 
how-to-count begins 

Now that the elections to 
the Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly have been conducted, 
it is time for counting the 
votes. Counting supervisors, 
counting assistants and tabu-
lators were trained by master 
trainers at the CKS Hall in Tu-
ensang on Mar. 1. HP Gupta, 
a master trainer, was the re-
source person for the event, 
updates from the Tuensang 
division of the Information & 
Public Relations department 

(IPR) informed in a Thur. 
update. Counting officials 
and district administrators 
attended the training pro-
gramme. The resource person 
deliberated on handling the 
control units, the IPR added.

Reset: Kohima constituency 
to vote again 

The election establish-
ment has officially announced 
re-polling for a constituency 
in Kohima. The returning 
officer for 9th Kohima town 
Moakumzuk Tzudir has is-
sued a notice stating that the 
elections taken on Feb. 27 
at polling station-29 at AG 
colony upper-I at  9th Kohima 
town assembly constituency 
has been ‘declared void.’ The 
Election Commission has 
scheduled Mar. 2, Friday, as 
the date and the hours from 
7:00 am to 3:00 pm for fresh 
polling at said station.

Polling agents of the Naga 
People’s Front and Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive Party 
have been informed to be 

present at the polling station 
by 5:30 am on Mar. 2.

Clampdown in Peren 
The district election officer 

of Peren district, Smita Sarangi, 
has promulgated Criminal 
Procedure section 144 in Peren 
town with effect from Feb. 
27 and in Jalukie town and 
Samziuram village from Mar. 1. 
According to updates from the 
Peren IPR division there were 
reports about “chances of post 
violence” in and around Peren 
which might disturb peace of 
the area.

The order instates prohi-
bition on the assembly of five 
or more persons; carrying 
of arms, stones, ‘lathis,’ etc.; 
vehicles with more than five 
persons including its driver.

‘The order shall come into 
force immediately and shall 
continue till 3rd March, 2018. 
This order shall not hinder 
/ restrict polling personnel 
/ govt. officials / CPMF in-
volved in the conduct of elec-
tion,’ the IPR stated. 

Dimapur, Mar. 1 (EMN): 
The Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP) unit of 9th Ko-
hima town assembly has 
expressed outrage at what 
it alleged was the “unwar-
ranted physical and verbal 
assault” meted to support-
ers and local residents at 
polling station-16 at upper 
Chandmari III located at 
the office of the SDO-I of 
the Power department at 
Chandmari in Kohima. 
A press release from the 
NDPP on Thur. blamed a  
‘gang of outsiders’ who al-
legedly ‘employed muscle 
power’ to secure a favour-
able outcome for the Naga 
People Front’s candidate 
of said constituency.

‘It is most reprehen-
sible that the said gang 
of outsiders were actively 
intimidating the voters, 
and on arrival at the spot 
at about 9 am, Mrs Alebu 
Sanchu (w/o Razoutuolie 
Sanchu) an active mem-
ber of the party, a promi-
nent resident of the colo-
ny and a bonafide voter of 
the said area witnessed a 
local youth grabbed by his 
collar and being threat-
ened,’ the press release 
stated. 

‘Therefore, she re-
quested that no party 
should attempt to use 
force and vitiate the peace-
ful atmosphere in the area. 
She also urged outsiders 
and non-bonafide (sic) 
voters to vacate the im-
mediate vicinity of the 
polling station for free and 
fair polling.’ 

However, the gang 
‘showered verbal abuse 
and severe threats upon 
her, employing the use of 
certain village names and 
hit her, which landed on 
her wrists,’ the press re-
lease stated. “Her husband 
was also verbally abused 
and threatened for trying 
to pacify and calm the 
situation. Former chair-
man of the Chandmari 

Panchayat Shri. Ketholelie 
Keditsu was also subjected 
to the same treatment.”

The unit has demand-
ed prosecution against 
the perpetrators. “Such 
actions demands prompt 
and appropriate response 
to create a sense of safety 
amongst the residents of 
the colony and a sense of 
trust and confidence upon 
the institutions working 
to uphold the democratic 
principle sand restore the 
trust of the citizens upon 
these institutions. We call 
upon the concerned au-
thorities to take prompt 
necessary action against 
the individuals involved. 
These actions also go 
against the call for clean 
elections.”

Likewise, the women 
wing of the NDPP has 
strongly condemned the 
verbal and physical abuse 
meted out to its member 
Alebu Sanchu. “It is learnt 
that at polling station no. 
16 upper Chandmari, Mr. 
Neiphrelie Mechülho of 
P Khel, Kohima village 
and his accomplices who 
were not bonafide voters 
of the colony came early 
in the morning before the 
polling commenced. See-
ing the suspicious nature 
of Mr. Neiphrelie and his 
accomplices, and moreo-
ver since they were not 
residents and bonafide 
voters of the colony, Mrs. 
Alebu Sanchu requested 
them not to come to the 
polling station and cause 
disturbances,” a press re-
lease from the NDPP wing 
stated. 

“In response to the re-
quest Mr. Neiphrelie and 
his group started the ver-
bal and physical abuse on 
Mrs. Alebu Sanchu leav-
ing her in a state of much 
physical and mental trau-
ma. Such heinous crime 
meted on an innocent 
women by a group of self 
seekers and scoundrels is 
highly condemnable and 

deserves punishment.”
The wing has strongly 

urged the law enforcing 
agencies to immediately 
arrest the perpetrators and 
punish them according to 
the law.

KVYO expresses regret 
T h e  K o h i m a  V i l -

lage Youth Organisation 
(KVYO) also issued a press 
release on Thur. taking 
strong note of the re-poll-
ing that is stated to have 
been ordered for booth-29 
in upper AG colony of 9th 
Kohima town A/C. 

‘The Kohima Village 
Youth Organisation ex-
presses its regret and con-
demnation against those 
responsible for it,’ the 
press release stated. 

“Taking note of the 
re-poll ordered at booth 
number 29 in Upper AG 
colony of 9th Kohima 
town A/C. The Kohima 
Village Youth Organisation 
expresses its regret and 
condemnation against 
those responsible for it,” 
the note stated. 

Referring to ‘resolu-
tions to ensure smooth 
conduct of elections in our 
traditional jurisdictions.’ 
the KVYO stated that it 
‘will be on the spot to as-
sist the colony panchayat 
and official government 
agencies to ensure that no 
disturbance is repeated at 
the polling booth.’

The organisation has 
advised the electorate to 
have on them official iden-
tity cards with the voter’s 
slip ‘to avoid any misun-
derstanding.’

“For the KVYO will be 
exercising ‘zero tolerance’ 
against any individual or 
group of people not regis-
tered at the polling booth 
and found to be Inter-
fering in the re-polling 
process. Proxy voters and 
elements causing pub-
lic disturbances will face 
swift responses to their ac-
tions,” the youths assured. 

for her talent.  
The artist says that 

this hobby turned into 
passion which led her 
to open a page called 
@m.for.apples.   “My 
m.for.apples’ life is what 
has convinced my family 
that this hobby of mine 
is a serious affair. But I’m 
afraid that till today, they 
or for that matter most 
would not see or even 
understand the intensity 
of this art form to its full-
est. I’m also just begin-
ning to see the bright 
horizons opening up. But 
we’ll get there someday, 
I’m very hopeful,” she 
said when queried about 
how her family feels with 
her unique passion.

Sakhrie said that she 
feeds mostly on the visu-
als of other calligraphers 
and artists from around 

the world, which can in-
spires any artist to get the 
creative juice flowing. For 
inspiration and boost, 
she says, interacting on-
line with other artists 
help in continuing to cre-
ate and letter. 

Then there are the 
business faces of the art. 
Sakhrie said that callig-
raphy and lettering have 
much scope to thrive in 
Nagaland with weddings 
just getting fancier by the 
day; aesthetics at home, 
offices or public spaces 
being paid more atten-
tion to, and cafes and 
restaurants increasing 
and stationeries becom-
ing a thing.

“Technology is both 
a competition as well as 
a companion to calligra-
phers and dealing with 
that maybe the tough-

est of all,” she said. She 
was contextualizing how 
everything these days is 
available online and how 
it was remarkably easy for 
anybody to print it off the 
internet. 

With a background 
for the love of art and 
music, Sakhrie says that 
she is still an amateur 
who is still learning and 
weaving her way through 
the possibilities around 
her. “The ideal dream for 
me right now is to write 
books, teach workshops, 
design stationeries, travel 
for work etc which, I’d 
like to hope, would be-
comes plans soon and 
that things around would 
also favour the dreamer.”

The artist can be con-
tacted at her Instagram 
account @m.for.apples

The family of Late I Bendang Jamir of Ungma 
village wishes to thank all individuals, friends, 
neighbors, and well-wishers for your expression of 

sympathy and thoughtfulness. Your kind act will always 
be remembered.   

God bless each one of you.

Born on 16th November 1964  | Died on 15th February 2018

~ Loving Family Members

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
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Esther Verma
Dimapur, Mar. 1 (EMN): 
Some people may have 
the idea that being a cal-
ligrapher doesn’t pay the 
bills in the long run. Type 
“Is calligraphy dead” into 
any search engine and 
you are certain to find 
numerous articles that 
assert the artistic writ-
ing style as a thing of the 
past.  

Megosano Sakhrie 
does not think so. The 
calligrapher believes that 
the art of calligraphy is 
still very much active and 
kicking. 

Calligraphy is a visual 
art related to writing. It is 
the design and execution 
of lettering with a broad 
tip instrument, brush, 
or other writing instru-
ments. 

Although some might 
think it is suitable only 
for wedding invitations 
and book covers, the 
many uses of this form 
of art may surprise you.  
Sakhrie compares cal-
ligraphy to the way one 
grooms depending on the 
occasion. 

“The same way cal-

ligraphy also dresses up 
the letters according to 
the feel of the word or 
phrases that are being 
written,” she explained.  

Sakhrie, a twenty-
something with an old 
soul who still dreams of 
walks in a far away land 
with “tender breeze, grey 
winding roads and green 
fields of grass, slopes 
of wildflowers with the 
warm hue of sunset just 
melting through and eve-
rything being perfectly 
serene and blissful.”

“That’s why I call my-
self a full time dreamer 
and a part time letterer” 
she said. 

For this letterer, it all 
started with a fascination 
for “pen sets” when she 
was young. Only after 
social media platforms 
such as Instagram arrived 
a few years ago did she 
find the perfect source 
to satiate her fascination. 
The self-taught artist says 
she never took any formal 
course or attended any 
workshops due to their 
high expense. But you 
can tell that foraging on 
the internet did wonders 
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Itanagar, March 1 (PTI): A new 
train between Naharlagun in Aru-
nachal Pradesh and Anand Vihar 
Terminal in the national capital 
was today flagged off by Union 
Ministers Kiren Rijiju and Rajen 
Gohain.

Speaking on the occasion Ri-
jiju, the Union Minister of State for 
Home said “This is the beginning. 
Arunachal Pradesh is poised for a 
giant leap in the developmental 
front with survey of 11 railway 
projects in the state going on 
which, will change the face of the 
state soon.” 

“New Delhi is willing to work 
for Arunachal Pradesh but the 
problem lies with the state as 
the state government has failed 
to clear land acquisition process 
for any important project,” he 
said and added that there was no 
dearth of fund from the Centre.

Rijiju requested Gohain, the 
Minister of State for Railways to 
provide railway jobs to the youths 
of Arunachal Pradesh in all cat-
egories as per laid down norms.

The new train, known as ‘Aru-
nachal Express’ would cover the 
2013 kilometre distance between 
Naharlagun and Anand Vihar Ter-
minal in little over 38 hours and 
would have 14 stoppages en-route.

With all air-conditioned LHB 

(Linke Hofmann Busch) coaches, 
the train would offer all comfort 
and facilities to the passengers, 
NFR general manager Lokesh 
Narayan said during the flagging 
off ceremony.

This is the second direct train 
for Arunachal Pradesh and 14th 
for North East to connect with the 
national capital.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi during his visit to Itana-
gar on February 15 last had an-
nounced increasing the frequency 

of the Naharlagun-New Delhi AC 
Express train from one day a week 
to twice and to rechristened it as 
the ‘Arunachal Express’.

Arunachal Pradesh Deputy 
Chief Minister Chowna Mein 
speaking on the occasion stated 
that development process had 
begun for Arunachal Pradesh 
with BJP-led NDA government 
at the Centre attaching priority 
to Northeast considering it as the 
Engine of Growth for the country.

“The Centre is ready to help 

Arunachal Pradesh and we should 
take advantage of various projects 
like industrial corridor along the 
foothill areas of the state and 
frontier highway along the inter-
national border,” Mein said. 

Lok Sabha MP from Arunachal 
East constituency Ninong Ering 
requested Gohain to initiate 
measures for construction of 
railway lines along the interna-
tional border to answer China s 
infrastructure development in 
the border.

Shillong, March 1 (PTI): About 
86 per cent voters exercised 
their franchise during re-poll-
ing at one polling station Ral-
iang constituency in Meghalaya 
today, Chief Electoral Officer F 
R Kharkongor said.

The re-poll was ordered at 
Kyndong Tuber polling station 
after polling officers stopped 
voting on February 27 following 
a mixed up of voting machines, 
he said.

Till 4 pm at the close of the 
poll today, 544 of the total 628 
voters cast their votes in Kyn-

dong Tuber polling station and 
this accounted to about 86 per 
cent of polling, Kharkongor 
told PTI.

The re-poll was by and large 
peaceful.

Polling for 59 of the 60 As-
sembly seats was held in the 
north-eastern state on Febru-
ary 27. Around 84.86 per cent 
votes were polled on that day.

Polling was countermanded 
in the Williamnagar constitu-
ency due to the killing of NCP 
candidate Jonathone N Sangma 
on February 18.

Agartala, March 1 (IANS): Jus-
tice Ajay Rastogi, a senior judge 
of the Rajasthan High Court, 
was sworn in on Thursday as 
the Chief Justice of Tripura High 
Court after T. Vaiphei retired a 
day earlier.

Governor Tathagata Roy 
administered the oath of office 
and secrecy to the new Chief 
Justice at a ceremony in the Raj 
Bhavan here.

Chief  Minister  Manik 
Sarkar, his cabinet colleagues, 
Tripura High Court’s lone judge 
Subhashish Talapatra, top of-
ficials, leaders of various politi-
cal parties were present at the 
swearing-in ceremony.

A senior High Court official 
said against the sanctioned 
strength of four judges, two 
posts were lying vacant for 
more than one year, creating 
numerous legal problems.

“Due to the lack of judges, 
setting up of a division bench 
for many cases is not possible. 
The Supreme Court also has 
tried several times to solve 
the problem but the issue re-
mained unsettled,” the of-
ficial told IANS refusing to be 
named. 

Along with Tripura, separate 
High Courts were also set up 
in Manipur and Meghalaya in 
2013.

Guwahati, Feb. 28 (PTI): Peas-
ant leader Akhil Gogoi today 
threw his support behind 
the agitating students of Tata 
Institute of Social Sciences 
(TISS) protesting against the 
withdrawal of scholarships.

“We have full support for 
your agitation. KMSS will al-
ways be with you. Our cadres, 
farmers and general people 
will always be with you in all 
your protests,” said Gogoi, 
the Adviser to the farmers 
organisation Krishak Mukti 
Sangram Samiti (KMSS).

Addressing a gathering 
during a Citizen’s meet against 

privatisation of education and 
withdrawal of scholarships to 
SC, ST and OBC scholars at 
TISS, Gogoi said the entire ed-
ucation system is slowly being 
controlled by the corporates.

“KMSS tries to prevent 
capitalism and build a so-
cialist system. In the current 
scenario, development has 
completely stopped and to 
divert the peoples’ attention, 
communal tension are being 
created like eating of beef,” 
the RTI activist said.

Speaking on the occasion, 
noted educationist and intel-
lectual Hiren Gohain said the 

Indian Education Commis-
sion under the Chairmanship 
of D S Kothari had recom-
mended in 1966 that six per 
cent of the GDP should be 
spent on education, but it has 
not been done even after 50 
years of the report.

“The highest we achieved 
was in 2011-12 with just 3.3 
per cent. It is about social 
justice to provide opportu-
nity to everyone to the best of 
ability. This has been brushed 
aside by the new rulers of the 
country. The basic principle 
of the Constitution of equal-
ity is now being reversed,” he 

added.
Slamming the govern-

ment’s decision to withdraw 
aid, the former Gauhati Uni-
versity Professor Gohain said 
educational institutes have 
been turned into business 
enterprises.

He also attacked the gov-
ernment’s appointment pol-
icy.

Former Principal of B Ba-
rooah College Dinesh Baishya 
said stopping of scholarship 
in TISS was “arbitrary, un-
democratic, illegal and un-
ethical”.

“Students took admission 

after getting the scholarships. 
If now MHRD stops the fi-
nancial support in between 
their course without consult-
ing teachers and students, 
how will one manage? We 
are planning for an all In-
dia students convention in 
Guwahati in coming days to 
highlight the Centre’s anti- 
student policies,” he added.

The students of all the 
campuses of TISS have been 
protesting since February 21 
against the administration 
demanding tuition, dining 
hall and hostel fees for schol-
arship students.

Itanagar, March 1 (PTI): Union 
Minister Kiren Rijiju today said the 
appointment of a regular director 
of North East Regional Institute of 
Science and Technology (NERIST) 
near here got delayed due to various 
reasons.

The Minister of State for Home 
expressed concern over the protest 
launched by the students union 
of NERIST demanding immediate 
posting of a regular director in the 
deemed university.

“During my last visit to NERIST, 
the ministry had informed me that 
the new director could be appointed 
by December 2017. On that basis 
I had assured the students,” Rijiju 
said.

“The matter (appointment) got 

stuck in the search-cum-selection 
committee for various reasons, 
including the cumbersome process 
as per laid down rules and regula-
tions,” he said and added that noth-
ing could justify the delay of many 
months.

“I sincerely apologise to the NER-
IST fraternity on behalf of the minis-
try. I spoke to the minister and sec-
retary and conveyed the situation. 
They promised to get back to me 
soon,” he added 

The president of the students 
union of NERIST, Banta Natung 
said, “We are not asking the min-
istry for the moon or the stars. Our 
demand is simple and basic. We 
only want a regular director as early 
as possible.”

Our Correspondent
Imphal, March 1 (EMN): 
Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh on Thur. inaugu-
rated three water supply 
schemes taken up under 
Integrated Water Supply 
Project for Imphal plan-
ning area (Phase-1) to 
provide drinking facility 
to more than 50,000 popu-
lation.

The projects are Chin-
ga Water Supply Scheme, 
Minuthong (Kangla) Wa-
ter Supply Scheme and 
Khuman Lampak Water 
Supply Scheme which are 
being undertaken by the 
Public health engineering 
department (PHED).

Speaking at a joint in-
auguration function held 
at Khuman Lampak Water 
Supply complex in Im-
phal, Biren said that the 
BJP-led state government 
would celebrate March 1 
to 15 as the ‘inauguration 
fortnight’ to commemo-
rate its first anniversary.

Informing that around 
100 schemes/projects 
would be launched/inau-
gurated during these two 
weeks, the chief minister 
said that the projects in-
clude many power sta-
tions, schools, hostels, 
water supply schemes, 
sports complexes and 
health centres.

He said to meet the 
drinking water require-
ment of the state, the cen-
tre had agreed in principle 
to take up water supply 
schemes at sub-divisional 
levels under Minority and 
other backward classes 
(MOBC).

Stating that the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
vision of providing pota-
ble water to all the house-
holds of the country by 
2022 is a big challenge for 
a state like Manipur be-

cause of the topographi-
cal factors, he said that 
the present government 
would however leave no 
stone unturned in accom-
plishing the target in the 
state.

Acknowledging the 
fact that there is a need 
for a strong team of engi-
neers and employees at 
PHED to achieve the goal, 
the chief minister said 
that he had discussed with 
PHE Minister Losii Dikho 
about the requirement of 
more manpower in the 
department.

Ministeri Dikho, who 
attended the function as 
president, said that water 
is the basic necessity of 
life and PHED is responsi-
ble for providing drinking 
water to the masses.

Expressing gratitude to 
chief minister for his spe-
cial concern towards the 
department, he expressed 
h o p e  t h a t  r e q u i r e d 
number of staffs for the 
department would be re-
cruited soon. Stating that 
the present government 
is performing well under 
the leadership of Biren, 
he said that the state had 
witnessed lots of positive 
changes since the coming 
of the new government.

The Speaker of Ma-
nipur legislative assembly 
Y Khemchand was also 
present at the inaugura-
tion ceremony of Chinga 
Water Supply Scheme 
which was constructed at 
an estimated cost of INR 
370.09 lakh having a ca-
pacity of 1.14 million litres 
per daily (MLD).

Having the same ca-
pacity, the Minuthong 
Scheme was taken up at 
a cost of INR 331.13 lakh. 
On the other hand, the 
Khuman Lampak Water 
Supply Scheme, which 

was constructed at an es-
timated cost of INR 747.27 
lakh, has a capacity of 4.45 
MLD.

The Chinga Scheme 
will provide potable wa-
ter to around 8400 peo-
ple of Thokchom Leikai, 
Pishum Hao Ground, 
Chongtham Leikai, Chi-
rom Leikai, Super Mar-
ket, Chinga Makha Liwa 
Road, Irom Leikai, parts 
of Maisnam Leikai and 
Mayengbam Leikai, Top 
Leikai, Sougrakpam Leikai 
and Thongam Leikai.

The Minuthong Water 
Supply Scheme will serve 
around same number 
of people of Babupara, 
Khuyathong, DM Col-
lege Campus and parts 
of Thangal Bazaar while 
the Khuman Lampak 
Scheme will provide water 
to around 33,630 people of 
Khuman Lampak Sports 
Complex, Ragailong Ka-
bui Khun, Deulahland, 
Nagaram, Lairikyengbam 
Makha Leikai and parts of 
Chingmeirong East.

To meet the ever in-
creasing demand of pota-
ble water, PHED took up 
Integrated Water Supply 
Scheme for Imphal Plan-
ning Area (Phase-1) with 
an estimated cost of INR  
89.7519 crore.

The said amount was 
sanctioned under the then 
transition phase of Jawa-
harlal Nehru National Ur-
ban Renewable Mission 
( JnNURM) during Feb. 
2014. Under the project, 
reconstruction of nine 
Water Treatment Plants 
viz, Koirengei, Khuman 
Lampak,  Minuthong 
(Kangla), Porompat, Chin-
ga, Canchipur, Singda, 
Kangchup, Kangchup Ex-
tension and one Zonal 
Reservoir at Sangakpham 
were taken up.

Arunachal Express between 
Naharlagun-Anand Vihar flagged off

Biren Singh inaugurates 
three water supply schemes

86 per cent turnout 
in Meghalaya re-poll

Ajay Rastogi sworn in as 
Chief Justice of Tripura HC

Akhil Gogoi lends support to agitating TISS students

Appointment of director of NERIST got 
delayed due to various reasons — Rijiju 

Mirror Crossword 1749Sud0ku 1589
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1748

ACROSS
1. Disconcert
6. “Gangster” actor George ____ (1895-

1980)
10. Encourage and assist
14. Entertainment containing sketches, 

songs and dances
15. Used in skin lotion
16. Indian dress
17. Put in a row
18. Ale
19. Russian emperor
20. Resembling common volcanic rock
22. Make glad or contented
24. Comprehend written material
25. Desired
26. Tailbone
29. Charged particles
30. Hawaiian dance
31. Hoteliers
37. Allotrope of oxygen
39. Span of existence
40. A Catholic titular see in Syria 

(Rhosus)
41. Herbs and shrubs related to the 

cinquefoil
44. Small cup (Scottish)
45. Character portrayed
46. Detective
48. Unplugs
52. A different unit of loudness
53. Jelly used in flame throwers
54. Formal written account
58. Egyptian goddess
59. As a prefix, pertaining to Africa
61. Prongs
62. Sharp, sour taste
63. Eastern European country
64. Despises
65. Fruit of the blackthorn shrub
66. A thick book
67. Sneak away to be married
 

DOWN
1. Semitic people
2. Actor ____ Lugosi
3. Car rental company
4. A source of sugar
5. Annual rowing regatta
6. Fanatical or raging
7. Sir ____ Guinness
8. Enemy
9. An unsaturated hydrocarbon
10. Latin for “Star”
11. Sheepskin
12. Delete 13. Fatigued
21. Cab

23. Emits coherent radiation
25. Bumpkin
26. Hack
27. Greek liqueur
28. Coagulate
29. Fireplace
32. Hammered fasteners
33. Latent
34. Jacob’s brother (Bible)
35. Repose
36. Frame around the panes of 

a window
38. Enlist or subscribe 42. Just 

above the lower mast

43. Tennis legend Arthur ____
47. Detest
48. Distinct entities
49. Pertaining to the nose
50. Nixon VP _____ Agnew
51. One of the senses
52. Establish truth or validity
54. Streetcar
55. To a point within
56. Ooze
57. Being
60. Wife of cartoon character 

Andy Capp

solutions to suD0ku 1588

The BJP-led state government to celebrate 
March 1 to 15 as the ‘inauguration fortnight’ 

commemorating its first anniversary.
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Finance Minister Arun Jaitley speaks during a press conference after 
a Cabinet Meeting in New Delhi on Thursday. 

Canara Bank gave 
Rs 40-crore loan to 
Kolkata IT firm
Bengaluru, Mar. 1 
(IANS): State-run Canara 
Bank on Thursday clari-
fied that it gave only Rs 40 
crore loan to the Kolkata-
based RP Infosystems and 
its directors.

“Under the consor-
tium arrangement of  
17 banks, we financed a 
working capital of  Rs 40 
crore to the company,” 
said the city-based bank in 
a statement here.

The bank’s clarifica-
tion came a day after 
the CBI filed a com-
plaint against the laptop 
and desktop makers on 
Wednesday, alleging Rs 
515-crore banking fraud, 
involving a consortium of  
17 state-run and private 
banks across the country.

The bank also clarified 
that it was not the leader 
of  the consortium and said 
it had already treated the 
loan account to the IT firm 
as fraud in October 2015 
and reported about it to 
the Reserve Bank of  India 
(RBI). “Consequent upon 
the lead bank relinquish-
ing its role as the leader of  
the consortium and as di-
rected by the CBI, we were 
authorised by the remain-
ing member banks to file 
a revised complaint with 
the CBI, which we filed 
on February 26,a said the 
statement.

Besides Canara Bank, 
the consortium includes 
State Bank of  India, Al-
lahabad Bank, Punjab Na-
tional Bank, Central Bank 
of  India, Oriental Bank of  
Commerce and Federal 
Bank. “The IT company 
availed bank finance/
funds by submitting fabri-
cated debtors, receivables 
and inflated stock state-
ments,” said Canara Bank 
in the complaint to the 
CBI.

Maruti Suzuki 
February sales 
up 15%

 
New Delhi, Mar. 1 (IANS): 
Automobile major Maruti 
Suzuki India on Thursday 
reported a 15 per cent rise 
in its overall sales, includ-
ing exports, for February. 
According to the com-
pany, its total sales during 
the month under review 
rose to 149,824 units from 
130,280 units sold during 
the corresponding month 
of 2017. “Maruti Suzuki In-
dia Limited sold a total of 
149,824 units in February 
2018, growing 15 per cent 
over the same period of 
last fiscal,” the company 
said in a statement. “This 
includes 137,900 units in 
the domestic market and 
11,924 units of exports. 
The company had sold a 
total of 130,280 units in 
February 2017.” The com-
pany’s February domestic 
sales edged higher by 14.2 
per cent to 137,900 units 
from 120,735 units. Ex-
ports rose 24.9 per cent, 
with 11,924 units that 
were shipped out during 
last month, up from 9,545 
units sold abroad in Feb-
ruary 2017. 

NEWS IN BRIEF Civil accounts dept has sanctity 
attached; can’t afford to err: Jaitley

Gold, silver decline on 
subdued demand, global cues

Nifty ends below 10,500 
mark, down 34.50 points

Tally Solutions software for effective 
GST E-Way Bill compliance

Reliance Infra gets shareholders’ 
approval for Mumbai Power business

Rupee ends steady; Fed 
rate hike fear freezes mood

New Delhi, Mar. 1 (PTI): 
Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley today said the civil 
account department of 
the government cannot 
afford to err as it informs 
about the state of pub-
lic finances to the nation 
and there is an element to 
sanctity attached to it.

The finance minis-
ter inaugurated the cen-
tralised GPF module of 
Public Financial Manage-
ment System (PFMS) for 
all central government 
employees and ePPO 
module of PFMS for com-
plete end-to-end elec-
tronic processing of pen-
sion cases.

Speaking at the occa-
sion, Jaitley said, “There is 
a certain amount of sanc-
tity which must remain 
attached to the govern-
ment accounting system.”

“While there are gov-
ernment departments 
that can function with a 
fairly high amount of ac-
curacy, the Civil Accounts 
Department is one that 
cannot afford to err be-
cause a small error can lay 
a huge foot prints,” Jaitely 
said at the 42nd Civil Ac-

counts Day here.
The government ac-

counts need to be error 
free as the government 
informs the nation on the 
state of public finances 
and therefore the sanctity 
of work is important and 

involves high level of ef-
ficiency which adds to the 
integrity of the govern-
ment, he said.

Noting that sanctity 
and credibility of the ac-
counting system of the 
government has been 

maintained over the 
years, there is a certain 
amount of sanctity which 
must remain attached to 
the government account-
ing system, Jaitley said 
who also holds the port-
folio of Corporate Affairs 
Ministry.

Lauding the Indian 
Civil Accounts Service 
(ICAS) professionals, he 
said the effective use of 
technology ensures that 
every rupee of the gov-
ernment is accounted for 
and can be tracked which 
adds up to the overall effi-
ciency of the government.

It also leads to effec-
tive utilisation of govern-
ment money, he said, 
adding the full integration 
of government account-
ing system with the GST 
Network, RBI and banks 
which has been instru-
mental in providing time-
ly and reconciled reports 
on collections of CGST, 
SGST and IGST among 
others.

The minister inaugu-
rated the centralized GPF 
module of Public Finan-
cial Management System 
(PFMS) for all central gov-

ernment employees and 
ePPO module of PFMS for 
complete end to end elec-
tronic processing of pen-
sion cases.

The centralised Gen-
eral Provident Fund (GPF) 
module meets a long 
standing demand of the 
central government em-
ployees for a mapping of 
GPF accounts with the 
unique employee ID that 
will facilitate online appli-
cation for GPF advances 
and withdrawals with on-
line access to the employ-
ee s current GPF balances, 
the Controller General of 
Accounts (CGA) said in a 
statement.

The module will 
streamline GPF account-
ing and transfer of bal-
ances.

The ePPO function 
will include integration of 
the BHAVISHYA applica-
tion of the Department 
of Pension & Pensioners 
Welfare and the PARAS 
application of CPAO 
with PFMS for seamless 
processing of pension 
cases and eliminate de-
lays and errors involved 
in manual processing.

Mumbai, Mar. 1 (PTI) : The broader Nifty fell by 34.50 
points to 10,458.35, extending losses for the third suc-
cessive session due to a sharp sell-off at fag-end trade.

Banking, media, metal, realty and financial serv-
ice sectors were under selling pressure as bearish 
global cues hurt risk appetite despite better-than-
expected December-quarter gross domestic product 
(GDP) data.

Meanwhile, auto stocks were in the green for the 
larger part of the day. But overall sentiment turned 
bearish during fag-end trade and investors took some 
money off the table ahead of the long weekend.

Overseas, European equities were trading lower, on 
a negative trend in global markets on expectations of a 
more hawkish US Fed. Asian stocks ended on a mixed 
note, tracking overnight slide in US equities.

The Nifty 50 index eased by 34.50 points or 0.33 per 
cent to finish at 10,458.35 before moving in a range of 
10,525.50 and 10,447.15.

It saw an intra-day movement of about 78.35 points.
On the sectoral front, Nifty PSU Bank dropped 1.87 

per cent, Media 1.45 percent, Metal 10.84 percent, Bank 
0.82 percent, Private Bank 0.69 percent, Realty 0.66 per-
cent, Finance Service 0.64 percent, Pharma 0.47 per-
cent, IT 0.31 percent, Infra 0.26 percent and Energy 0.22 
percent.

Mumbai, Mar. 1 (PTI): The rupee 
failed to benefit from highly bullish 
macroeconomic trends and ended 
virtually stable at 65.17 against the 
US dollar even as India regained ti-
tle of world’s fastest-growing major 
economy amid imminent Fed rate 
hike fears.

Frantic capital outflows against 
the grim backdrop of ongoing steep 
correction in domestic equities 
along with resurgent dollar over-
seas predominantly kept currency 
market under immense pressure.

Increasing the risk of monetary 
tightening from the apex bank in 
the face of continued recovery in 
economic activity from a sharp 
slowdown in the middle of 2017 
also weighed on trading front.

Moreover, currency traders and 
speculators avoided taking huge 
positions ahead of the long week-
end also the focus turned towards 
the second testimony by Fed’s Pow-
ell later in the day.

The Indian unit plunged to fresh 
3-month low yesterday on US rate 

hike worries after Fed Chair reiter-
ated on Tuesday that the US central 
bank will likely move forward with 
gradual increases in interest rates.

The rupee has lost a staggering 
159 paise in February alone.

Showcasing a stellar growth and 
wresting back to defend the title of 
fastest-growing economies of the 
world, the country’s gross domes-
tic product (GDP) grew 7.2 per cent 
in the October-December quar-
ter, showing a sustained pick-up 
in growth recovery in an economy 
that was hit hard by issues related to 
the roll out of the Goods and Serv-
ices Tax (GST) and lingering impact 
of demonetisation.

India’s return to robust growth 
comes as a shot in the arm for the 
Modi government that has been 
battling dissenting voices against 
the demonetisation and GST dis-
ruptions, including a sudden spike 
in global crude prices which also 
comes ahead of a general election 
due next year.

Overall forex market sentiment 

witnessed a sea change in the mac-
roeconomic parameters after India 
jumped to 100th position in the 
World Bank’s ‘ease of doing busi-
ness’ ranking, following govern-
ment’s strong policy measures to 
attract investments and revive the 
economy.

The ‘feel good’ factor in the 
economy and the relative political 
stability improved the perception 
about the Indian economy’s pros-
pects among foreign investors.

While, another data showed 
eight infrastructure sectors grew a 
faster pace of 6.7 per cent in January 
against 3.4 per cent in the year-ago 
month.

Notwithstanding highly bull-
ish macroeconomic trends, the 
rupee opened lower at 65.20 from 
Wednesday’s closing of 65.17 at the 
inter-bank foreign exchange mar-
ket (forex) here.

After trading in a narrow band 
of 65.10 and 65.25, the local unit 
finally settled unchanged at 65.17 
against the US currency.

Mumbai, Mar. 1 (IANS): In the wake 
of the decision to implement the Elec-
tronic Way Bill (E-Way Bill) under the 
GST regime from next month, busi-
ness software provider Tally Solutions 
has launched its latest product Tally.
ERP 9 Release 6.4 to aid effective E-Way 
Bill compliance, the company has an-
nounced.

The product is priced at Rs 18,000-
plus GST for a single user edition and 
Rs 54,000-plus Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) for a multi-user edition, “the same 
as earlier”, a Tally Solutions release said 
here. As a mechanism under GST, the 
E-Way Bill helps reduce tax evasion and 
ensures seamless inter-state transporta-
tion of goods, with minimal loss of time 
at check-points.

“With the introduction of E-Way Bill, 
invoicing will become a more frequent 
activity than before. Businesses will be 
required to record sales invoices, and 

then generate the E-Way Bill. Invoice 
generation and dispatching of goods will 
have to take place simultaneously,” it 
said.  Commenting on the launch, Tally 
Executive Director Tejas Goenka said the 
company has also extended a solution to 
businesses “who have registered under 
the composition scheme, who can now 
generate bill of supply and file GSTR-4 
with ease”. 

“We have made a conscious attempt 
to make the solution flexible to accom-
modate various exceptional circum-
stances that different businesses might 
find themselves in, while complying 
with the new reform,” he said in a state-
ment here on Wednesday.

Tally said the single user edition of 
the software can be purchased with a 
down payment of Rs 5,287, while the 
balance amount can be paid in equal 
monthly instalments over a period of 
seven months.

Mumbai, Mar. 1 (IANS): Sharehold-
ers of Reliance Infrastructure have ap-
proved the proposed 100 per cent sale 
of Reliance Infrastructure Limited in-
tegrated Mumbai Power business to 
Adani Transmission (ATL), a company 
statement said here on Thursday. The 
resolution has been passed with 94 per 
cent votes in favour of the proposal, it 
added. Competition Commission of 
India (CCI) has already approved the 
transaction. 

Reliance Infrastructure Limited and 
ATL had signed definitive binding agree-
ment for 100 per cent stake sale of the 
integrated business of generation, trans-
mission and distribution of power for 
Mumbai in December 2017.

The total consideration value is es-
timated at Rs. 18,800 crore. Transaction 

is expected to be completed by March 
2018, subject to approvals, it said.

“Reliance Infrastructure will uti-
lise the proceeds of this transformative 
transaction entirely to reduce its debt. 
This is the largest ever debt reducing 
exercise by any Corporate. This moneti-
sation is a major step in Reliance Infra-
structure Limited’s deleveraging strategy 
for future growth,” the statement said.

Reliance Infrastructure’s Mumbai 
Power business (known as Reliance En-
ergy) is India’s largest private sector inte-
grated power utility distributing power 
to nearly 3 million residential, industrial 
and commercial consumers in the sub-
urbs of Mumbai, covering an area of 400 
sq km. It caters to a peak demand of over 
1,800 MW, with annual revenues of Rs. 
7,500 crore with stable cash flows.

Mumbai, Mar. 1 (PTI): 
Gold prices declined fur-
ther for the third straight 
session by Rs 155 per 10 
grams at the domestic 
bullion market here to-
day following subdued 
demand from stockists 
and retailers amid bear-
ish global cues.

Silver too eased by Rs 
125 per kg due to lower 
demand from industrial 
users.

Standard gold (99.5 
purity) fell by Rs 155 to 
finish at Rs 30,230 per 
10 grams from previous 
level of Rs 30,385.

Pure gold (99.9 pu-
rity) moved down by a 
similar margin to end at 
Rs 30,380 per 10 grams 
against Rs 30,535 previ-
ously.

Silver (.999 fineness) 
declined by Rs 125 per kg 
to finish at Rs 38,085 as 
compared to Rs 38,210 
yesterday.

Overseas, gold fell 
half a percent early to-
day, extending losses for 
a third day after com-
ments from Federal Re-
serve Chairman Jerome 
Powell this week shored 
up expectations for fur-
ther increases to US in-
terest rates and held the 
dollar near a five-week 
peak.

Tightening monetary 
policy tends to weigh on 
gold because it increases 
the opportunity cost of 
holding non-yielding as-
sets while boosting the 
dollar, in which the met-
al is priced.

Spot gold was down 
at USD 1,311.10 an 
ounce in early European 
trade and silver was also 
down at USD 16.29 an 
ounce. 
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Taking Heads

T
he polling process of the recent elections to 
the 13th Nagaland Legislative Assembly got 
over in all the 59 constituencies that went to 
the polls on Feb. 27, except for re-polling in 

some polling stations where there were irregularities 
and faulty voting machines. 

What remains however is the cycle of violence 
across Nagaland that fails to end; the scale is quite 
high in some of the constituencies.  Within a day the 
vote-counting starts, the final account of the success 
of the Clean Election campaign will then be known. 
While some of the supporters of candidates who are 
sure to lose are just being poor sport, those who are 
sure to win are displaying their newly acquired power. 

In all the cases the victims will probably be a mi-
nority even though from a same village—likely some-
one who doesn’t have a big family. In most cases what 
start from the use of force by supporters of candi-
dates is usually never successful  as there always will 
be some supporters for their opponents  who will not 
easily give in to force. There also will be cases of dou-
ble agents and deals only to be detected after the polls 
and the counting to it.  

All these indicate that in Nagaland—especially 
among some of the tribes—elections are not about a 
process to choose the best to lead, govern, or to serve 
the people. Elections have become a sign of prestige 
and honour along with a sign of security for the candi-
dates’ family and village.

In spite of constant talk about electing competent 
lawmakers who have integrity and accountability, the 
whole population instead get together in the one big 
circus for any other reason but good leaders.  Elections 
for many tribes is akin to traditional feasts of merit that 
earn prestige and honour for the giver. For many Naga 
tribes elections are like taking a head in war. Elections 
have become idols to be revered and fought for even 
through the use of violence and murder.

 It is time to question what happened to the 150 
years of Christianity in the land. Has the Christian re-
ligious institution failed the people or have the people 
failed the institution? Isolated cases of violence and 
malpractices might be deemed acceptable by some 
sections, but elections in Nagaland always have con-
coctions of suspicion and animosity on a mass scale. 

The many years of exposure to modern education 
also have not remedied strong sentiments that the 
Naga people attach to elections. Heads will continue 
to be taken both literally and morally unless there is 
a relook.  

Ambrose.J. Chakre

Emma Beckett | The Conversation

Carolina Mila | Open Democracy

John Aitchison | thewire.in

Access to God’s throne is always open.

One of the benefits of cell phones is that we now 
have virtually unlimited access to others. As a 
result, many people talk on the phone or text 

even while driving—sometimes resulting in terrible 
car crashes. To avoid such disasters, many areas of 
the world have made distracted driving illegal. In the 
United States, highway signs are popping up to re-
mind drivers of special cell phone zones where they 
can pull off the road to safely talk and text to their 
heart’s delight.

While it is a good idea to restrict mobile phone 
communication for drivers, there is another kind of 
communication that has no restrictions: prayer. God 
invites us to call on Him whether we are coming, 
going, or sitting still. In the New Testament, Paul’s 
words advise each person who wants to communi-
cate with God to “pray continually” (1 Thessalonians 
5:17). Paul brackets this divine open-door policy by 
encouraging us to “rejoice always” (v. 16) and to 
“give thanks in all circumstances” (v. 18). God calls 
us to joy and thanksgiving—expressions of faith in 
God through Christ anchored in continual prayer.

God is available for our quick cry or for a lengthy 
conversation. He welcomes us into a relationship with 
Him, a constant and endless sharing of our joys and 
gratitude, needs, questions, and concerns (Hebrews 
4:15–16). We are always in the prayer zone.

I’m grateful, Lord, that You want to hear from me.  
I need You today.

DAILY
PATH

Phone Zone

BIBLE READ:   1 THESSALONIANS 5:16–24
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Pray continually.      
~  1 Thessalonians 5:17

R
ighteousness is a virtue which 
is promised to everyone who 
believes in the way of salvation. 
It is required of every men and 

woman to live holy lives that they may 
one day inherit the righteousness of God. 
The Bible exhorts us to cling on to what 
is good but to detest from all that is evil.
If you think that you can never be made 
righteous by your acts of righteousness, 
be aware that the evil one will wound 
you spiritually. The fruits of righteous-
ness are what we are expected to bring 
forth. It is not without reason that this is 
been written but it is given that we might 
gain life through it. If the purposes of our 
existence here on earth are not fulfilled, 
the promises of our reward in heaven 
may never be ours. Harsh as it sounds, 
that’s the reality of it.

Jesus said “ I am the true vine and 
my Father is the gardener. He cuts off 
every branch in me that does not bear 
fruit while every branch that does bear 
fruit he prunes so that it will be even 
more fruitful. You are clean because of 
the words spoken to you. Remain in me 
and I will remain in you. No branch can 
bear fruit by itself; it must remain in 
the vine. Neither can you bear fruit un-
less you remain in me. John 15: 1-5The 
words written here is for us to live by. 
Investors would invest their money 
on reputed firms and companies. In 
the same way we cannot expect bless-
ings if we are not worthy of it. Even in 
offices and in the corporate world if 
our works are not satisfactory, we may 
even be denied promotion or be fired 
from our job. The bible makes it clear 
that the wicked shall be separated from 
the righteous to be cast into the lake of 

fire. It also says that the righteous shall 
be showered with unending blessings 
while the wicked shall suffer unending 
pain and agony in hell.

The reason we are called believers 
is because the knowledge of the truth is 
now in us. Knowing this we should never 
compromise our salvation with our de-
sires of worldly pleasures. Apart from 
Christ we can do nothing and without 
Christ our lives will be ruined. This is 
further evidenced in the preceding verse 
when Christ said “I am the vine, you are 
the branches. If a man remains in me 
and I in him, he will bear much fruit, 
apart from me you can do nothing.”v5. 
Being who we are in Christ, we should 
strive to be the best for Christ. If our ex-
istence here on earth is not utilized, least 
will be our reward in heaven. The Word 
also promises us that if we live by what 
we learned our every prayers and peti-

tions will be answered. 
God desires that we show our worth 

as being His disciples by been fruitful in 
our ministry. If we don’t invest while we 
have the time, the wise ones will inherit 
all the blessings that are due to us. We 
should never compromise the stance 
we have in Christ with the false prom-
ises which the world offers. It is for us to 
accept what is been written and to live 
by the virtue of it. This is my prayer that 
everyone who reads this will benefit 
from it. Let the sacred words remain in 
us that the promises of it can be ours. 
We as the bride of Christ ( Church of 
Christ) will shine for Christ when our 
deeds are akin to His deeds. We are 
called to bear fruit and we can be fruit-
ful only with Christ by our side. This is 
the challenge. This is the task assigned. 
And it is for us to show our worth as 
worthy disciples of Christ.

Why do people get the hiccups and how do 
they get them? And how do you get rid of 

them too? – Noah, aged 10, Brunswick East.

Hi Noah! Those are really great questions. We all get 
hiccups, but most of us don’t think much about them.

Let’s start with what happens when you hiccup.
There is a sheet of muscle under your lungs called 

the diaphragm. It’s very important, even though 
you don’t normally know you are using it. When you 
breathe in, this muscle pulls your lungs so they can fill 
up with air.

When you get hiccups, you are getting involuntary 
spasms in this muscle. This makes you take in air really 
fast, like a super quick breath. The air rushing in shuts 

your vocal folds, causing the “hiccup” sound. Some-
times you hiccup once, other times for a few minutes. 
In very rare cases, they can last a very long time. The 
world record is more than 60 years!

Hiccups are usually started by eating or drinking too 
much and too quickly – particularly with fizzy drinks. 
This can stretch and upset your stomach, causing hic-
cups as the diaphragm contracts. Sudden changes in 
temperature or getting too excited might trigger this 
too. These hiccups are normally over quickly. Howev-
er, if someone has an illness in their brain, nerves or 
tummy, they might get hiccups often or for a long time.

So how do you make them go away? Do you hold 
your breath? Drink water upside down? There are lots 
of stories about what fixes hiccups. Most hiccups go 
away on their own so it’s hard to say if these tricks work. 
They could just be a distraction, but they also might 
help reset the nerves causing the hiccups. A big study 

comparing all the different treatments found that none 
of them actually work.

Why we hiccup is a very good question, and the an-
swer is we don’t really know.

Hiccups serve no obvious purpose. It is possible 
they did something in our distant evolutionary rela-
tives and never left us. Tadpoles have a hiccup reflex 
which helps keep their lungs safe while they transition 
from breathing underwater. So our hiccup reflex might 
be from our amphibian ancestors.

We all start our lives inside the liquid of our mum’s 
womb. So another theory is that hiccups stop us from 
breathing in the womb, or might be a way to train 
breathing muscles after birth.

The short answer is we know what hiccups are, but 
we don’t really know why they happen. The good news 
is that mostly you don’t need to worry about how to 
make them go away!

Facebook controls and filters our information in 
ways that can be detrimental for democracy. 
We must start rebuilding local communities to 

counteract its negative political effects.
Supposedly, Facebook is a tool which should con-

nect and democratise us. This is how its founder Mark 
Zuckerberg has presented it many times, stating its 
objective to “create a global community” that tran-
scends national frontiers and “democratises informa-
tion”, facilitating access and circulation.

In just over 10 years (it was created in 2004), Face-
book went from being a limited platform for Harvard 
university students to practically replacing the world 
of the internet. Today, we connect to Facebook not 
only to comment on friend’s photos, but also to read 
news and to find out what is happening in the world.

Ever since it overtook Google in 2015, Facebook 
has become the leading platform in directing its con-
sumers towards informative content outside of the 
application itself. Facebook nowadays has more than 
2130 million users meanwhile Twitter has only 332 
million.

People tend to prefer Facebook because it is more 
orientated towards social interaction than debate and 
it has been so effective that the community contin-
ues to grow despite us knowing that our information 
is sold to marketing companies that use it to sell us 
things.

“A closed feedback circuit of social validation”. 
That is how first Facebook president Sean Parker 
called it in a statement made in Philadelphia last year. 
“We knew we had to trigger a little dopamine occa-

sionally, whether it be because of a like or because 
someone had commented on your photo”.

Facebook’s creators knew it was the best way to 
ensure users remained connected to the application 
for the longest amount of time possible. They knew 
how to exploit our human need for contact and ac-
ceptance. The success of the platform is largely due to 
its highly addictive nature.

The way in which it [Facebook] presented infor-
mation influenced users so powerfully that it became 
a tool to sabotage the opposition.

An anxiety disorder in children and adolescents 
called Fomo has been recognised which arises due to 
a desire to be popular on social networks. There is also 
an ongoing discussion regarding how in the near fu-
ture, we will have to treat addiction to social networks 
in the same way we treat addiction to fast food, as a 
threat to public health.

Facebook has also been a protagonist with re-
gards to political influence and citizen mobilisation, 
although to a smaller degree. At its best, it assisted the 
Arab Spring because it allowed activists to organise 
themselves and to share information banned by the 
regime, like in the case of the peace marches of Oc-
tober 2016 in Colombia, when the peace agreement 
appeared to be in danger.

At its worst, it influenced the previous North Amer-
ican elections, by presenting fake news and unreliable 
content in the same vein as trustworthy journalism. 

Facebook has unleashed consequences that no-
body probably imagined were possible. At the begin-
ning, it was clear that it favoured the free exchange 
of information among citizens, but with time it was 
shown that the way in which it presented information 

influenced users so powerfully that it became a tool to 
sabotage the opposition.

Many people feel safe from the complications of 
Facebook because they use the application as a news 
source for only relevant information (or news which 
their friends find relevant). But even this type of en-
gagement with Facebook is not entirely innocuous.

The truth is that nobody sees everything that their 
contacts publish. They see what the platform chooses 
to show them according to an algorithm which Face-
book does not reveal, whose objective is largely un-
clear.

This fact, in addition to Facebook profiting from 
our information, reduces internet freedom. It decides 
what people should be reading and it determines 
trends. Facebook shows the strength of the human 
impulse to connect ourselves with others.

To see others and to be seen, to be a part of some-
thing. It makes me think that perhaps, and for some 
time now, due to the speed of our cities and the im-
mediacy of the media, people have tended to isolate 
themselves without knowing very well how to interact 
with others different from themselves.

Increasingly, we spend less time on the streets and 
less time getting to know our neighbours. Increasing-
ly, neighbourhood issues are dealt with by the local 
authorities rather than the residents themselves. Our 
political participation cannot be reduced to a com-
ment on the profiles of electoral candidates.

We cannot sacrifice a robust local community 
that is here and within reach every day for an ab-
stract global community. We must return to our 
streets. We must believe more in human beings than 
in technology. 

Every year South Africans spend twice 
as much on chocolate than they do 
on books.

When the late Black Consciousness 
leader Steve Biko published his seminal 
book, “I write what I like”, in 1978 it wasn’t 
about individual self-expression or even 
self-indulgence. It was a political statement 
with its origins in the work of Brazilian adult 
literacy activist Paulo Freire.

Freire identified the profound connec-
tion between reading, understanding the 
world and so being able to change it. Half a 
century after Biko was murdered by South 
Africa’s apartheid state, his country is no 
nearer being able to do this.

Instead, many of the country’s children 
are struggling to read at all. That’s accord-
ing to the results of the international PIRLS 
2016 literacy tests on nearly 13 000 South 
African school children. These showed that 
78% of grade four children cannot read 
for meaning in any language. South Africa 
scored last of the 50 countries tested. Also 
worrying was that there were no signs of 
improvement over the last five years. In 
fact, in the case of the boys who were tested, 
the situation may have worsened.

A few weeks before these results were 
released, another study had found that 27% 
of children under five in the country suffer 
from stunting and that their brains are not 
developing as they should. Damage like this 
is largely irreversible. It leads to low school 
achievement and work productivity – and 
so to ongoing poverty.

These truly disadvantaged children 
are those of the poor; the 25% of South Af-
rica’s population who live in extreme pov-
erty. Given their dreadful circumstances, it 
might be understandable that 25% of chil-
dren might not succeed in learning to read. 
But 78%? There has to be another explana-

tion for that.
There are indeed reasons. They range 

from the absence of a reading culture 
among adult South Africans to the dearth 
of school libraries allied to the high cost of 
books and lastly to the low quality of train-
ing for teachers of reading.
No reading culture and bad teaching
Part of South Africa’s reading catastrophe 
is cultural. Most parents don’t read to their 
children many because they themselves are 
not literate and because there are very few 
cheap children’s books in African languages 
(and it must be remembered that English is 
a minority home language in South Africa).

But reading at home also doesn’t hap-
pen at the highest levels of middle class 
society and the new elite either. It’s treated 
as a lower order activity that’s uncool, nerdy 
and unpopular. And it’s not a spending pri-
ority. South Africans spend twice as much 
on chocolate each year than they do on 
books.

The situation doesn’t improve at school. 
Until provincial education departments en-
sure that every school has a simple library 
and that children have access to cheap suit-
able books in their own mother tongues, 
South Africa cannot be seen as serious 
about the teaching of reading.

Another problem lies with the fact that 
reading is taught badly. South Africa closed 
down its teacher training colleges between 
1994 and 2000. This was done ostensibly to 
improve the quality of teacher education by 
making it the sole responsibility of universi-
ties. It backfired.

Previously, universities used to teach 
mainly high school teachers. Now they 
were expected to train foundation level 
teachers of the first three school grades. It 
was an area university’s education depart-
ments knew little about. They also inevita-
bly incorporated only those training college 
educators who had postgraduate degrees. 

Sadly, these people generally had no great 
interest in the grunt work of teaching little 
children to read. So foundation level teach-
er training at universities is often a disaster.

There’s been some attempt to address 
this bungle. The latest of them is the De-
partment of Higher Education and Train-
ing’s Primary Teacher Education project.

The teacher training curriculum is also 
problematic. Most teaching about reading 
instruction in South Africa’s universities is 
outdated. Faculties of education appear to 
have largely ignored modern scientific ad-
vances in understanding how reading hap-
pens. 
What the science says
Over the last three decades cognitive neuro-
science has clarified and resolved a number 
of debates about reading. It has been prov-
en beyond doubt that reading – becoming 
literate – alters the brain.

Learning the visual representation of 
language and the rules for matching sounds 
and letters develops new language process-
ing possibilities. It reinforces and modifies 
certain fundamental abilities, such as ver-
bal and visual memory and other crucial 
skills. It influences the pathways used by 
the brain for problem-solving.

Failing to learn to read is bad for the 
cognition necessary to function effectively 
in a modern society. The inability of South 
Africa to teach children to read, then, leads 
to another type of stunting: one that is as 
drastic as its physical counterpart.

The country now has generations who 
have been cognitively stunted because of 
a massive failure in its culture and educa-
tional provision. All South Africans are im-
plicated if they don’t do their utmost to help 
people learn to read.

(John Aitchison, Professor Emeritus of 
Adult Education, University of 

 KwaZulu-Natal)

Fruits of Righteousness

Curious Kids: Why Do People Get the Hiccups and How Do You Get Rid of Them?

Democracy Needs Us: Less Social Media and More Social Interaction

South Africa’s Reading Crisis is a Cognitive Adversity

On behalf of the An-
gami Baptist Church 
Council, I would like 

to thank everyone who has 
responded to the call of the 
church for clean election. 
At the moment, we are all 
processing what had just 
taken place with mixed feel-
ings. I extend my deepest 
appreciation to all those 
who have chosen to do the 
right thing before God and 
fellow citizens. The present 
reality confirms that our 
battle for a fair society is far 
from over! In fact, we should 
now commit ourselves to be 
truthful and honest in all of 
our dealings and pray fer-
vently for the “government” 
that will come up in the next 
few days that its leadership 
will dispense justice and 
fairness for all. 

ABCC is deeply pained 
that Election, such as this, 
should snap away pre-
cious lives, and prays for 
God’s consolation to the be-
reaved ones. Our Naga so-
ciety, birthed and nurtured 
in Christ, must grow and re-
main in Christ always. May 
God bless Nagaland.

Rev. Dr. V. Atsi Dolie
Executive Director  

ABCC 
Appreciates 

Efforts Towards 
Clean Election
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Be prepared to-
day, Aries. A longtime dream regarding your 
career may finally become a reality. At first 
you might not believe it, fighting the news in 

order to avoid possible disappointment. Don’t fall into 
this trap; it creates negative energy, which can get in 
your way. You’ve worked hard to be where you are, and 
you aren’t likely to stop advancing. Accept your acco-
lades, thank everyone, and then move on.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You tend to be 
your own worst critic, Taurus, and today 
you’re more likely to be that way. Recent set-
backs on the job might find you harboring 

doubts about your own capabilities. Be objective about 
the situation. Whatever happened was probably above 
and beyond your control, so it isn’t fair to doubt your-
self because of it. Work hard, continue to do the best 
you can, and don’t let outside events sap your belief in 
yourself.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Today could be 
a strange day where money is concerned, 
Gemini. You might not be sure exactly where 
you stand financially, so it might be a good 

idea to get all your records together and go over them 
carefully. This isn’t a good day for gambling or making 
investments of any kind. Instead, get whatever infor-
mation you can on investments that interest you, study 
them, and make appropriate decisions later.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Unsafe condi-
tions could exist around the house, Cancer, 
which may result in accidents if they aren’t 
rectified. Some may not be readily appar-

ent, so warn family members to be careful. This isn’t 
a good day to do any heavy work around the home. If 
you’re planning major repairs, it might be a good idea 
to postpone them. This is, however, a good day for 
planning such repairs, as you can be especially me-
thodical right now.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Leo, one or more of 
your co-workers could appear to be rather 
upset or depressed on the job today, and this 
is likely to affect your own efficiency. Your 

colleagues in question aren’t going to be very much 
into communicating, so it’s best just to turn a blind eye 
and keep on working in spite of the situation. It’s go-
ing to be tougher than usual, but it’s nothing you can’t 
handle.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Profligate spend-
ing in the past may come back to haunt you 
now with regard to money, Virgo. There could 
be blocks in receiving funds you were expect-

ing or an unexpected but necessary expense could 
come up. It’s going to take all your talent for careful 
planning to work your way around this situation, but 
take heart. The situation can turn to a positive one in 
the blink of an eye, and probably will.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Boredom and 
restlessness may plague you today, Libra. 
You could feel the need to break loose from 
the ties that bind you to mundane affairs, to 

run away and seek adventure, although you aren’t cer-
tain what kind of adventure! The walls may be closing 
around you at home and on the job. You might want to 
plan some kind of outing for an upcoming weekend in 
order to give yourself a needed break.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Your concentra-
tion should be high today, Scorpio. You’re like-
ly to be more observant than usual. Don’t be 
surprised if you find yourself noticing people 

and sensing their thoughts and feelings even more than 
usual. This is a good day to read, study, attend a class, or 
otherwise acquire new information. You may discover 
something new about a subject that really interests you, 
and you might want to spend the day reading about it.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Worries 
about money could be uppermost in your 
mind today, Sagittarius. You may have suf-
fered some financial setbacks and wonder 

how you can muster enough funds to get over the 
hump. However, help is on the way. An outside source 
could provide funds to tide you over. Whatever other 
problems you may have will all be straightened out 
later. Your own ingenuity and a little help from your 
friends will probably see you through.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19):  Setbacks 
on the job might have you a little depressed 
and worried. Don’t worry, Capricorn; all will 
be well. Think of this as a challenge to over-

come. Your natural practicality and efficiency will see 
you through. Someone isn’t being totally honest with 
you. Encourage people around you to open up and 
communicate a little. What they say may not be all that 
agreeable, but at least you’ll be better able to assess the 
situation.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Sudden events 
that come to you via TV, newspapers, or the 
Internet, could shake up long-cherished be-
lief systems today, Aquarius. This could have 

you feeling momentarily disconcerted and a bit disillu-
sioned. At the same time, this information could open 
up new doors for you. Your natural curiosity will even-
tually win out, and you’re likely to want to read all you 
can about whatever is on your mind. New discoveries 
can be fascinating!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): A task that you’ve 
been working on for a long time could come to 
a standstill today due to circumstances beyond 
your control. You’re likely to feel quite frustrated, 

Pisces, as there seems to be nothing you can do to speed 
things up. Don’t agonize over this, however; it will get going 
again. The best thing you can do is find something else to 
work on until the blockages have been released.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

I
n November 2017, a gunman entered 
a church in Sutherland Springs in 
Texas, where he killed 26 people and 
wounded 20 others. He escaped in his 

car, with police and residents in hot pursuit, 
before losing control of the vehicle and flip-
ping it into a ditch. When the police got to 
the car, he was dead. The episode is horrify-
ing enough without its unsettling epilogue. 
In the course of their investigations, the FBI 
reportedly pressed the gunman’s finger to 
the fingerprint-recognition feature on his 
iPhone in an attempt to unlock it. Regard-
less of who’s affected, it’s disquieting to 
think of the police using a corpse to break 
into someone’s digital afterlife.

Most democratic constitutions shield us 
from unwanted intrusions into our brains 
and bodies. They also enshrine our entitle-
ment to freedom of thought and mental 
privacy. That’s why neurochemical drugs 
that interfere with cognitive functioning 
can’t be administered against a person’s will 
unless there’s a clear medical justification. 
Similarly, according to scholarly opinion, 
law-enforcement officials can’t compel 
someone to take a lie-detector test, because 
that would be an invasion of privacy and a 
violation of the right to remain silent.

But in the present era of ubiquitous 
technology, philosophers are beginning to 
ask whether biological anatomy really cap-
tures the entirety of who we are. Given the 
role they play in our lives, do our devices 
deserve the same protections as our brains 
and bodies?

After all, your smartphone is much 
more than just a phone. It can tell a more 
intimate story about you than your best 
friend. No other piece of hardware in his-
tory, not even your brain, contains the qual-
ity or quantity of information held on your 
phone: it ‘knows’ whom you speak to, when 
you speak to them, what you said, where 
you have been, your purchases, photos, 

biometric data, even your notes to yourself 
– and all this dating back years.

In 2014, the United States Supreme 
Court used this observation to justify the 
decision that police must obtain a warrant 
before rummaging through our smart-
phones. These devices ‘are now such a 
pervasive and insistent part of daily life 
that the proverbial visitor from Mars might 
conclude they were an important feature of 
human anatomy’, as Chief Justice John Rob-
erts observed in his written opinion.

The Chief Justice probably wasn’t mak-
ing a metaphysical point – but the philoso-
phers Andy Clark and David Chalmers were 
when they argued in ‘The Extended Mind’ 
(1998) that technology is actually part of us. 
According to traditional cognitive science, 
‘thinking’ is a process of symbol manipula-
tion or neural computation, which gets car-
ried out by the brain. Clark and Chalmers 
broadly accept this computational theory 
of mind, but claim that tools can become 
seamlessly integrated into how we think. 
Objects such as smartphones or notepads 
are often just as functionally essential to 
our cognition as the synapses firing in 
our heads. They augment and extend our 
minds by increasing our cognitive power 
and freeing up internal resources.

If accepted, the extended mind thesis 
threatens widespread cultural assump-
tions about the inviolate nature of thought, 
which sits at the heart of most legal and 
social norms. As the US Supreme Court 
declared in 1942: ‘freedom to think is abso-
lute of its own nature; the most tyrannical 
government is powerless to control the in-
ward workings of the mind.’ This view has 
its origins in thinkers such as John Locke 
and René Descartes, who argued that the 
human soul is locked in a physical body, 
but that our thoughts exist in an immaterial 
world, inaccessible to other people. One’s 
inner life thus needs protecting only when 
it is externalised, such as through speech. 
Many researchers in cognitive science still 
cling to this Cartesian conception – only, 

now, the private realm of thought coincides 
with activity in the brain.

But today’s legal institutions are strain-
ing against this narrow concept of the 
mind. They are trying to come to grips with 
how technology is changing what it means 
to be human, and to devise new normative 
boundaries to cope with this reality. Justice 
Roberts might not have known about the 
idea of the extended mind, but it supports 
his wry observation that smartphones have 
become part of our body. If our minds now 
encompass our phones, we are essentially 
cyborgs: part-biology, part-technology. Giv-
en how our smartphones have taken over 
what were once functions of our brains – 
remembering dates, phone numbers, ad-
dresses – perhaps the data they contain 
should be treated on a par with the infor-
mation we hold in our heads. So if the law 
aims to protect mental privacy, its bounda-
ries would need to be pushed outwards to 
give our cyborg anatomy the same protec-
tions as our brains.

This line of reasoning leads to some 
potentially radical conclusions. Some phi-
losophers have argued that when we die, 
our digital devices should be handled as re-
mains: if your smartphone is a part of who 
you are, then perhaps it should be treated 
more like your corpse than your couch. 
Similarly, one might argue that trashing 
someone’s smartphone should be seen as 
a form of ‘extended’ assault, equivalent 
to a blow to the head, rather than just de-
struction of property. If your memories are 
erased because someone attacks you with 
a club, a court would have no trouble char-
acterising the episode as a violent incident. 
So if someone breaks your smartphone and 
wipes its contents, perhaps the perpetrator 
should be punished as they would be if they 
had caused a head trauma.

The extended mind thesis also chal-
lenges the law’s role in protecting both the 
content and the means of thought – that 
is, shielding what and how we think from 
undue influence. Regulation bars non-con-

sensual interference in our neurochemistry 
(for example, through drugs), because that 
meddles with the contents of our mind. But 
if cognition encompasses devices, then ar-
guably they should be subject to the same 
prohibitions. Perhaps some of the tech-
niques that advertisers use to hijack our at-
tention online, to nudge our decision-mak-
ing or manipulate search results, should 
count as intrusions on our cognitive proc-
ess. Similarly, in areas where the law pro-
tects the means of thought, it might need 
to guarantee access to tools such as smart-
phones – in the same way that freedom of 
expression protects people’s right not only 
to write or speak, but also to use computers 
and disseminate speech over the internet.

The courts are still some way from ar-
riving at such decisions. Besides the head-
line-making cases of mass shooters, there 
are thousands of instances each year in 
which police authorities try to get access 
to encrypted devices. Although the Fifth 
Amendment to the US Constitution pro-
tects individuals’ right to remain silent (and 

therefore not give up a passcode), judges 
in several states have ruled that police can 
forcibly use fingerprints to unlock a user’s 
phone. (With the new facial-recognition 
feature on the iPhone X, police might only 
need to get an unwitting user to look at her 
phone.) These decisions reflect the tradi-
tional concept that the rights and freedoms 
of an individual end at the skin.

But the concept of personal rights and 
freedoms that guides our legal institutions 
is outdated. It is built on a model of a free 
individual who enjoys an untouchable in-
ner life. Now, though, our thoughts can be 
invaded before they have even been devel-
oped – and in a way, perhaps this is nothing 
new. The Nobel Prize-winning physicist Ri-
chard Feynman used to say that he thought 
with his notebook. Without a pen and pen-
cil, a great deal of complex reflection and 
analysis would never have been possible. If 
the extended mind view is right, then even 
simple technologies such as these would 
merit recognition and protection as a part 
of the essential toolkit of the mind.

G
lobal interest in climate 
change – its effects on the 
environment and society 
more broadly – is prob-

ably at an all time high. Countries 
around the world, with the glaring 
exception of the US under Presi-
dent Donald Trump, are increas-
ingly acknowledging the shift that’s 
needed from a fossil fuel-driven 
economy to one that is sustaina-
ble, green and attempts to mitigate 
climate change.

One area where this shift will 
be needed is transportation. In the 
US, more than 90% of this sector 
depends on liquid fuels to func-
tion; the lion’s share of these fuels 
goes to passenger road transport. 
China uses most of its liquid fuels 
to transport goods by road and 
both Australia and New Zealand 
use a fair amount for aviation.

Non-liquid fuels which include 
electricity and natural gas will be-
come increasingly important in 
the coming decades. This move is 
being driven by concerns about 
air pollution, governmental regu-
lations, social attitudes and rapid 
technological advancements. The 
current model of road transporta-
tion is also becoming more prob-
lematic: private cars powered by 
petrol and diesel contribute to air 
pollution, traffic congestion and 
noise.

A growing number of countries, 
including Austria, Denmark, Ja-
pan, Korea, the Netherlands, Spain 
and Portugal have established tar-
gets for electric vehicle sales. The 
UK and France want all new cars to 

be electric and produce zero emis-
sions by 2040.

And, according to a report just 
released by BP, global oil demand 
will peak in the 2030s. This will be 
primarily because of a 100-fold in-
crease in sales of electric vehicles, 
capturing one-third of the car 
market.
Electric cars, planes and ships

Two countries are leading the 
way when it comes to electric cars 
and hybrids which contain both 
internal combustion engine and 
an electric motor. One is Norway, 
where more than half of the new 
cars sold in 2017 fell into these cat-
egories. The other is China, which 
leads the world in electric vehi-
cle sales and whose market keeps 
growing. In 2017, more than 600 
000 electric vehicles were sold, 71% 
higher than 2016. Sales increased 
every month in 2017.

Electric cars will form an im-
portant part of China’s “war on 
pollution”, and it has been aggres-
sively adjusting its policies accord-
ingly. For instance, by 2025, 20% of 
cars sold in the country must be 
electric vehicles. Volkswagen has 
responded by announcing a $10 
billion investment in China for de-
veloping relevant technology and 
plans to manufacture 1.5 million 
electric vehicles by 2025.

It is not only vehicles that are 
going electric. Norway plans to 
make all short-haul flights of 1.5 
hours or less using electric planes. 
Avinor, the public operator of Nor-
wegian airports, is planning to 
launch a tender to test a commer-

cial short-haul route by an electric-
powered plane in 2025. Zunum 
Aero, a start-up partly financed by 
Boeing, plans to have an electric 
plane available by 2022.

Airbus, Rolls Royce and Sie-
mens are working together to de-
velop a hybrid model which may 
make its maiden flight as soon as 
2020. These developments will re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions 
and also reduce noise levels by half.

There’s also been some progress 
in “electrifying” maritime trans-

port. Passenger and cargo ships 
and ferries are developing hybrid 
and electric alternatives to reduce 
reliance on diesel and heavy fuels. 
YARA International, a Norwegian 
chemical company, is working with 
high-technology group Kongsberg 
to produce a zero emissions elec-
tric ship that could be operational 
later this year.

All of these changes are exciting 
and necessary. But how will ordi-
nary transport users benefit, and 
when? And what are the pitfalls?

Rapid shifts
A major Swiss bank, UBS, pre-

dicts that electric vehicles will ac-
count for 14% of global car sales 
by 2025. The figure was just 1% 
in 2017. That time line may shift 
backwards because the technology 
involved is evolving and improving 
so quickly.

For instance, batteries are con-
stantly getting cheaper and more 
efficient. The cost per kilowatt-
hour for a battery used in a stand-
ard electric vehicle has come down 

from $1000 in 2010 to $130-150 
now. The distance you can travel 
with a single charge is steadily in-
creasing: some electric cars can 
be driven for more than 1000km 
before the battery needs to be 
charged.

As battery technology im-
proves, costs are coming down. 
It’s predicted that the total cost of 
owning an electric vehicle – in-
cluding charging and maintenance 
– will fall below conventional car 
ownership in Europe in 2018. And 
Nissan estimates that electric vehi-
cles and conventional cars will cost 
roughly the same by 2025.

This is all good news for drivers, 
who will be able to buy an environ-
mentally friendly car at reasonable 
prices. But jobs are at risk. Electric 
vehicles have fewer moving parts 
than their traditional counterparts, 
so they need fewer people to as-
semble them and fewer supply 
chains for getting the necessary 
parts. With fewer moving parts, 
market for spare parts and mainte-
nance will decline.

Traditional auto workers may 
find their jobs at risk, as large fac-
tories become increasingly obso-
lete. Shift to electric vehicles will 
create many jobs. However, many 
existing car workers will lose their 
jobs. Accordingly this shift will cre-
ate both winners and losers.

On the flip side, entirely new 
markets may open up. Saudi Arabia 
is the oil capital of the world, raking 
in billions as it fuels traditional cars. 
Chile, which has by far the largest 
lithium deposits in the world, may 
become the new Saudi Arabia be-
cause lithium is essential to manu-
facture batteries of electric cars.

Are ‘You’ Just Inside Your Skin or is Your Smartphone Part of You?

Electric Vehicles Are Changing the World, and They’re Only Just Getting Started



NEWS IN BRIEF
Goa court to decide on FIR against 
Delhi CM
Panaji, Mar. 1 (IANS): A Goa trial court on Thursday 
said that it would pronounce its order on March 13 on 
whether a FIR should be filed against Delhi Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal for allegedly exhorting voters to 
accept money in return for votes from rival candidates 
during last year’s election campaign speeches. The 
Judicial Magistrate First Class for Mapusa Shantishri 
Sinai Kudchadkar on Thursday recorded the state-
ment of the complainant at the Mapusa Police Station 
against the Delhi Chief Minister’s alleged comments 
made at three poll-campaign meetings in January last 
year. The Court also asked the complainant to submit 
a CD containing the video of the “controversial speech” 
of the Delhi Chief Minister.

Killing of two Pakistani soldiers 
prompt heavy firing across LoC
Jammu, Mar. 1 (IANS): Heavy firing exchanges erupted 
on Thursday on the Line of Control (LoC) in Rajouri 
district after two Pakistani soldiers were killed in retali-
atory firing by the Indian side overnight. The incident 
occurred in the Bhimber Gali area of Jammu and Kash-
mir. Heavy shelling and firing exchanges were going on 
in Balakote and Manjakote areas of the LoC in Rajouri, 
defence sources said. 

Rajiv assassination convict Ravi-
chandran gets parole
Madurai, Mar. 1 (IANS): The Madurai Bench of the 
Madras High Court on Thursday ordered two weeks 
parole to Ravichandran, who was convicted in former 
prime minister Rajiv Gandhi’s assassination case. The 
court granted parole on the application of life convict 
Ravichandran, who sought it to visit his mother and 
to settle property related issues. Ravichandran and six 
other convicts have been in prison since 1991, the year 
a woman Tamil Tiger suicide bomber blew herself up 
and killed Gandhi and others at an election rally .

Police shoots dead two rowdies in Madurai
Chennai, Mar. 1 (IANS): Two history sheeters were 
shot dead on Thursday by police in the temple city of 
Madurai in Tamil Nadu, officials said. A police team 
swooped down at a house in Sikkandar Chavadi on a 
tip-off about some history sheeters staying there and 
asked Karthik alias Saguni Karthik and Muthu Irulandi 
to surrender. Police said one of them was armed with a 
pistol, and was about to fire when the policemen shot 
both of them.
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Campaign against terror not 
aimed at any religion — Modi 

‘Deep nexus’ between officers, ration mafia — Kejriwal

Sharad Yadav may have to refund 
salary if he remains disqualified — HC

Sitharaman upset over Telangana CM’s remarks on PM

MP by-poll is defeat of arrogance, misrule — Rahul

India, Jordan renew support for Palestine, sign 12 agreements 

Karti sent to five-day CBI custody

PTI

Union External Minister Sushma Swaraj and Jordanian Foreign 
Minister Ayman Safadi after signing an agreement, at Hyderabad 
House in New Delhi on Thursday.

Arvind Kejriwal

PTI

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the conference on “Islamic 
Heritage: Promoting Understanding and Moderation”, in New Delhi 
on Thursday.

PTI

 Karti Chidambaram leaves Patiala House Courts after he was 
remanded to five-day CBI custody in the INX Media case, in New 
Delhi on Thursday. 

New Delhi, Mar. 1 (IANS): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday said 
that the campaign against 
terrorism and extremism 
was not aimed at any reli-
gion but against a mindset 
that was misleading the 
youth to harm innocent 
people.

“Those who commit 
crimes against humanity 
perhaps do not know that 
they are harming the very 
religion that they claim to 
stand for,” Modi said at an 
event organised by the In-
dia Islamic Cultural Centre 
in which King of Jordan 
Abdullah II Ibn Al Hussein 
delivered a special address 
on “Islamic Heritage: Pro-
moting Understanding 
and Moderation” here.

“The campaign against 
terrorism, extremism and 
radicalisation is not a 
campaign aimed at any 
particular faith,” he said. 
“Rather, it is aimed against 
that mindset that is mis-
leading our youth into tor-
turing innocent people.”

The Prime Minister 
said that India is a land 
where every religion flour-
ished.

“Every religion found 
life here, it grew here. Eve-
ry Indian is proud of this 
virtue, no matter what 
language he speaks, no 
matter what religion he 

practices,” he stated
“Be it Buddha 2,500 

years back or Mahatma 
Gandhi in the last cen-
tury, the fragrance of peace 
and love has spread across 
the world from India. In-
dia has given the idea of 
‘Vasudev Kutumbakam’ 
-- which means that the 
whole world is our family. 
India found its identity in 
considering the people of 
the whole world as one 
family,” he said.

Modi said that in India 
the efforts are on for all-
round development taking 
everyone along because 
the prosperity of a nation 
is inextricably linked to 
the happiness of all the 
people.

“The large gathering 

here today shows that you 
all want to guide the com-
ing generation to the right 
path,” he said.

“It also indicates that 
you want not only the 
progress of the youth but 
you want to instill human 
values in them.”

Modi said that overall 
development and happi-
ness would be possible 
only when a Muslim youth 
is seen with a Quran in 
one hand a computer in 
the other.

Stating that inhuman 
acts are not represented by 
any religion, he said that 
all faiths, sects and com-
munities exist to promote 
human values.

“Therefore it is essen-
tial that our youth should 

keep the humane aspects 
of Islam in their mind on 
one hand while on the 
other make use of advanc-
es in modern science and 
technology for their own 
development,” he said.

Stating that there were 
two Indians are among 
the signatories to the Am-
man Declaration, Modi as-
sured King Abdullah that 
India will march side by 
side with him in his efforts 
against de-radicalisation.

The Amman Declara-
tion is a statement calling 
for tolerance and unity in 
the Muslim world that was 
issued in November 2004 
by King Abdullah.

In his special address, 
King Abdullah said that 
the global war against ter-
ror was not a fight between 
different religions but be-
tween moderates and ex-
tremists.

“Today’s global war 
against terror is not a fight 
between different religions 
or people. It is between 
moderates of all faiths and 
communities against ex-
tremism, hate and vio-
lence,” the King said.

“What is heard in the 
news and what is shown 
about religion is what sep-
arates people,” he said. 

He added that around 
the world, suspicions are 
inflamed by what different 

groups don’t know about 
others.  “Such ideologies 
of hate distort the word of 
God -- to stir up conflicts 
and justify crimes and ter-
ror. 

“We need to take these 
things seriously...they 
should never be allowed to 
distract us from the truth 
that faith should draw hu-
manity together,” he said.

He said faith inspires 
countries like India and 
Jordan where different re-
ligious and ethnic groups 
have lived together. 

“It is faith that brings 
together different civilisa-
tions. Compassion, mer-
cy, tolerance are values 
shared by billions of Mus-
lims and non-Muslims 
around the world. These 
values put us together to 
act for our coming future,” 
he said.

Earlier on Thursday, 
the Jordanian King, who 
arrived here on Tuesday 
on a three-day state visit, 
was accorded a ceremo-
nial welcome at the Rash-
trapati Bhavan here 

Last month King Ab-
dullah hosted Modi at his 
residence in Amman. Jor-
dan had facilitated the 
transit of Modi to Palestine 
in what was the first ever 
Indian prime ministerial 
visit to that West Asian 
nation.

New Delhi, Mar. 1 (PTI): 
Attacking Delhi govern-
ment’s bureaucrats, Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
today alleged that some 
officers were in a “deep 
nexus” with ration mafia, 
while his deputy Manish 
Sisodia wondered why Lt 
Governor Anil Baijal was 
“protecting” black mar-
keteers.

The accusations came 
after the AAP government 
postponed a cabinet 
meeting, where, Sisodia 
said, Chief Secretary An-
shu Prakash “failed” to 
bring a note on its ambi-
tious doorstep delivery of 
ration proposal.

Both Kejriwal and 
Sisodia’s remarks came 
at a time when the AAP 
dispensation and the bu-
reaucrats have been at 
loggerheads since the al-
leged assault on Prakash 

New Delhi, Mar. 1 (PTI): 
Karti Chidambaram, ar-
rested in the INX Media 
case, was on Thursday re-
manded to five days of CBI 
custody by a Delhi court

Special Judge Sunil 
Rana extended Karti’s 
custody till March 6 after 
the CBI contended that 
there were “very shock-
ing evidences” of what he 
has done when he went 
abroad and alleging “when 
he went abroad, he closed 
bank accounts in which 
funds were received”

Karti was produced be-
fore the court on expiry 
of one-day CBI custody 
amidst the presence of his 
parents P Chidambaram 
and Nalini Chidambaram, 
both senior advocates, and 
were seen talking to him

Additional Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta, 
appearing for CBI, main-
tained that this was “not 

a case of political vendet-
ta” and the investigation 
was going on in accord-
ance with Article 21 of the 
Constitution“There are 
very shocking evidences 
of what Karti did when 
he went abroad,” he said, 
adding that “when he went 
abroad, he closed bank ac-
counts in which funds were 
received”

Even though Karti did 
not complain of any un-
easiness during his regu-
lar medical check up on 
Wednesday, doctors at 
Safdarjung Hospital last 
night sent him to cardi-
ac care unit and he was 
brought to CBI office only 
in the morning

Due to his hospitalisa-
tion, the CBI’s one-day cus-
tody was virtually wasted 
as it got Karti’s custody 
only at 7:30 pm and he re-
turned from the hospital 
this morning, he said

Senior advocate Ab-
hishek Mani Singhvi, who 
is leading a team of lawyers 
for Karti, contended that in 
connection with the May 
2017 FIR, CBI has spent 
roughly 22 hours with Karti 
in August last year and no 
fresh summons was issued 
to him after August 2017 
till date, which shows the 
agency has nothing more 
to ask him Singhvi asked if 
Karti has done something 
illegal while being abroad, 
why didn?t CBI file a con-
tempt petition before the 
court which allowed him to 
travel abroad The CBI said 
that in May 2007, first FIPB 
approval was given to INX 
Media and in April 2008, 
this reference was made in 
the Finance Ministry

From June 2008 on-
wards, the payment of the 
bribe money was started. 
The second FIPB approval 
was given on November 
2, 2008. We are investigat-
ing whether the April 2008 
reference was a “pressure 
technique”, the CBI con-
tended Karti was arrested 
on Wednesday at Chennai 
Airport on his return from 
the United Kingdom in 
connection with the FIR 
lodged on May 15 last year 
alleging irregularities in 
the Foreign Investment 
Promotion Board (FIPB) 
clearance to INX Media for 
receiving overseas funds to 
the tune of Rs 305 crore in 
2007 when P Chidambar-
am was the union finance 
minister.

by some Aam Aadmi Party 
MLAs at the chief minis-
ter’s residence on Febru-
ary 19.

“Nexus betn some bu-
reaucrats n ration mafia is 
v deep. Many politicians 
from opposition parties 
are beneficiaries thro 
these bureaucrats. Thats 
the reason for stiff resist-
ance to doorstep delivery 
of rations (sic),” Kejriwal 

tweeted.
He, however, said his 

government was com-
mitted to “root out cor-
ruption” in the public 
distribution system and 
implement doorstep de-
livery of rations despite re-
sistance from bureaucracy 
and opposition parties.

Addressing a press 
conference here, Sisodia, 
flanked by Food & Civil 

Supplies Minister Im-
ran Hussain, demanded 
a probe into the alleged 
nexus between officers 
and ration mafia.

Miffed at the chief sec-
retary, Sisodia said Prakash 
was asked to bring a pro-
posal to the cabinet meet-
ing on February 27, but he 
did not do so and he again 
“failed” to bring the same 
to today’s cabinet meeting 
as well.

He alleged that sen-
ior officers were trying 
to stop the government’s 
efforts to introduce door-
step delivery of ration and 
questioned why Prakash 
has sent the food com-
missioner on leave despite 
the fact that people were 
facing problems.

“The LG had told us 
that no senior rank of-
ficer will go on leave with-
out permission from the 

concerned minister and 
the chief minister, but 
the chief secretary has 
sent food commissioner 
on leave, which indicates 
some officers are working 
under the pressure of ra-
tion mafia.

“I ask the LG why he 
wants to protect ration 
mafia in Delhi. We know 
that previous Congress 
government had sup-
ported ration mafia and 
senior BJP leaders have 
also many ration shops...” 
he said.

Sisodia said Chief Min-
ister Kejriwal has directed 
Prakash to come out with 
a note on the doorstep 
delivery of ration to the 
next cabinet meeting on 
March 6.

He said the AAP gov-
ernment is committed to 
introduce the doorstep 
deliver of ration.

Hyderabad, Mar. 1 (IANS): Defence Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman on Thursday 
said Telangana Chief Minister K. Chan-
drasekhar Rao using a particular Telugu 
word for Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has upset her, others in the BJP and 
even the entire country. The Defence 
Minister said after learning about the 
remarks made by KCR against Modi on 
Wednesday evening, she was undecided 
on whether to attend the inauguration 
of Tata Boeing Aerospace Limited in Hy-
derabad on Thursday morning.

“He spoke in detail. He said it was a 

slip of the tongue. He also said he doesn’t 
think his father would have spoken in that 
manner,” said the Central Minister.

At the inauguration of Tata Boeing 
Aerospace Ltd, Sitharaman shared the 
dais with Rama Rao, who is the state Min-
ister for Industry, Information Technology 
and Municipal Administration.

While Rama Rao, in his speech, re-
iterated his demand that the Defence 
Minister sanction a defence industrial 
manufacturing corridor for Telangana, 
Sitharaman did not respond to it in her 
remarks.

New Delhi, Mar. 1 (IANS): Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi on Thursday said 
the party’s victory in the by-polls for the 
Mungaoli and Kolaras Assembly seats in 
Madhya Pradesh is a “defeat of arrogance 
and misrule” and that “a change is in the 
offing”. “This is the defeat of arrogance 
and misrule and a victory for hope. The 
results earlier in Rajasthan, and now in 

Madhya Pradesh, have proved that a 
change is in the offing,” he added. 

In a jolt to the ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party government led by Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan ahead of the Madhya Pradesh 
Assembly elections this year, the opposi-
tion Congress on Wednesday won the 
by-polls for the Mungaoli and Kolaras 
seats. said.

New Delhi, Mar. 1 (PTI): 
The Delhi High Court to-
day observed that former 
JD(U) president Sharad 
Yadav may have to refund 
the salary drawn by him 
during the pendency of his 
petition challenging his 
disqualification as a Rajya 
Sabha member, if he was 
not successful in his plea.

The observation by 
the Justice Rajiv Shakdher 
came during the hearing 
of an application moved 
by Ram Chandra Prasad 
Singh, who is leader of the 
JD(U) in the Upper House, 
seeking modification of 
the court’s order allowing 
Yadav to enjoy the perks, 
salary, allowances and 
bungalow of an MP.

The court, however, 
did not pass any order and 
listed the matter for direc-
tions on March 21 when 
it will decide whether Ya-
dav’s plea has to be heard 
by a single judge or a divi-
sion bench.

In his application, 
moved through advocates 
Gopal Singh and Shiv-
am Singh, Ram Chandra 
Prasad Singh has said that 
since payment of emolu-
ments and allowances to 
MPs are based on their 
participation in the House 
proceedings, Yadav was 
not entitled to such benefit 
as he has not been permit-
ted to attend the Parlia-
ment or its committees.

The high court on 
December 15 last year, 
while refusing to grant an 
interim stay on Yadav’s 
disqualification, had al-
lowed him to draw his 
salary, allowances, perks 
and retain the bungalow. 
Yadav has challenged his 
disqualification on several 
grounds, including that he 
was not given any chance 
to present his views by the 
Rajya Sabha chairman 
before he passed the order.

On the other hand, 
Ram Chandra Prasad 

Singh had sought dis-
qualification of Yadav and 
Anwar on the ground that 
they had attended a rally 
of opposition parties in 
Patna in violation of party 
directives.

Yadav joined hands 
with the opposition after 
the JD(U) president and 
Bihar chief minister, Nitish 
Kumar, had dumped the 
alliance with the RJD and 
the Congress in Bihar and 
tied up with the BJP in July 
last year.

Yadav was elected to 
the Rajya Sabha last year 
and his term is scheduled 
to end in July 2022. An-
war’s term was to expire 
this (rpt this) year. Both 
were disqualified under 
the Anti-Defection Act.

Yadav’s plea, filed 
through advocate Nizam 
Pasha, said that the De-
cember 4, 2017 order had 
disqualified him in an “ex-
tremely casual and callous 
way”.

New Delhi, Mar. 1 (IANS): 
India and Jordan on Thurs-
day renewed their support 
to the Palestinian cause 
as the two sides signed 12 
agreements, including one 
on defence cooperation, 
following a bilateral meet-
ing between Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
King of Jordan Abdullah II 
Ibn Al Hussein.

“Both leaders renewed 
their support and com-
mitment to the Palestin-
ian cause,” T.S. Tirumurti, 
Secretary (Economic Rela-
tions) in the Ministry of 
External Affairs, said at a 
media briefing following 
the meeting. 

“His Majesty was ap-
preciative of our Prime 
Minister undertaking a 
standalone visit to Pales-
tine through Amman,” 
Tirumurti said. 

Last month, Jordan 
facilitated Modi’s transit 
to Palestine in what was 
the first ever Indian prime 
ministerial visit to the West 
Asian nation. The visit ef-
fectively de-linked Israel 
from Palestine. 

Also, in December last 

year, India voted with the 
rest of the world in the 
UN General Assembly 
against US President Don-
ald Trump’s unilateral an-
nouncement recognising 
Jerusalem as the capital of 
Israel. 

According to Tirumurti, 
King Abdullah also com-
mended India for the “very 
significant” role it was play-
ing in West Asia.

The Secretary also said 
that economic relations 
also remain an important 
focus of the Jordanian 
King’s visit. 

“Both leaders agreed 
to explore possibilities of 
cooperating in assisting 
Africa,” he said. “Prime 
Minister mentioned about 
India’s developmental as-
sistance to the tune of $10 
billion in lines of credit.”

On Wednesday, King 
Abdullah met a select 
group of Indian CEOs and 
attended the India-Jordan 
Business Forum. 

Tirumurti said both 
Modi and King Abdullah 
welcomed the signing of 
the MoU on defence coop-
eration folloiwng Thurs-
day’s meeting. 

The MoU is aimed at 
promoting cooperation 
between India and Jordan 
in the field of defence by 
defining the scope of such 
cooperation and making 
provisions for implemen-
tation of the cooperation 
in some of the recognised 
areas like training, defence 
industry, counter-terror-
ism, military studies, cyber 
security, military medical 
services and peacekeeping, 
according to the Ministry 
of External Affairs. 

The two sides also 
signed a MoU on coop-
eration in the field of health 
and medicine.

The objective of this 
MoU is to establish and 
encourage cooperation in 
the fields of health, medi-
cal science, medical edu-

cation and research on 
the basis of equality and 
mutual benefits in accord-
ance with the respective 
legislations and regulations 
of India and Jordan. 

The various recognised 
areas of mutual cooper-
ation include universal 
health coverage, services 
and IT in health, health 
research, national health 
statistics, diagnosis, treat-
ment and medication of 
tuberculosis and regula-
tion of pharmaceuticals 
and medical devices.

Jordan is home to more 
than 10,000 Indians, who 
are employed in the textile, 
construction health and 
manufacturing sectors as 
also in fertiliser companies 
universities, IT and finan-
cial companies,

A MoU was also signed 
for setting up a next gen-
eration centre of excellence 
(CoE) in Jordan for training 
of at least 3,000 Jordanian 
IT professionals over a pe-
riod of five years, and set-
ting up of a resource centre 
in India for training master 
trainers in the IT field from 
Jordan.

Other agreements 
signed include long-term 
supply of rock phosphate 
and fertilisers to India, mu-
tual assistance between 
India and Jordan to en-
sure proper application of 
the customs legislations in 
the two countries, cultural 
exchange programme be-
tween the two countries 
from 2018 to 2022 and set-
ting up a Hindi chair in the 
University of Jordan.

Stating that the glo-
bal war against terror was 
not between religions but 
between moderates and 
extremists, he said the air-
waves and the internet 
should be taken back from 
the voices of hatred. 

Modi, who also spoke 
on the occasion, said that 
the campaign against ter-
rorism and extremism was 
not aimed at any religion 
but against a mindset that 
was misleading the youth 
to harm innocent people.

King Abdullah arrived 
here on Tuesday on three-
day state visit to India. This 
is his second state visit to 
India after his visit with 
Queen Rania in 2006.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Australian jailed for aiding terror act
Sydney, Mar. 1 (IANS): An Australian man who sup-
plied a gun used in the terror-related killing of a po-
lice worker was jailed on Thursday for a maximum 
of 44 years. Raban Alou, 20, had pleaded guilty to 
his role in the murder of Curtis Cheng, 58, who was 
shot by a teenager outside a Sydney police station in 
2015, reports the BBC. Alou is the first person in Aus-
tralia to be jailed for aiding and abetting a terror act 
that was then carried out. In handing down his sen-
tence, Justice Peter Johnson said Alou had “played a 
lead role” in the attack and shown no remorse for his 
actions. Justice Johnson said the outburst reinforced 
Alou’s “almost hopeless” prospects of rehabilitation. 
After being sentenced, he saluted and said “this is 
only the beginning”. According to prosecutors, Alou 
supplied a Smith & Wesson .38 revolver to 15-year-
old Farhad Jabar at a Sydney mosque on October 2, 
2015 -- the day of the shooting, the BBC report said. 
Jabar then murdered Cheng, a police accountant, 
outside the New South Wales police headquarters 
in the suburb of Parramatta. The teenager was shot 
dead by responding police officers. Alou will be eli-
gible for parole in 33 years.

Volcano erupts in Japan
Tokyo, Mar. 1 (IANS): Mount Shinmoe on Japan’s 
Kyushu island erupted on Thursday, authorities 
said. According to the Japan Meteorological Agency 
( JMA), volcanic tremors were observed on the 
1,421-meter high volcano, located in the Kirishima 
mountain range, at around 11 a.m., reports Xin-
hua. Volcanic earthquakes had been recorded at 
the mountain since early Thursday morning. The 
volcano previously erupted in October 2017. Local 
police said they have received no immediate reports 
of damage to people or property as a result of the 
eruption. The JMA said it will maintain its alert level 
for the volcano at 3 on its scale which peaks at 5 and 
is advising people to “not approach the mountain”. 
The JMA has warned of the possibility of falling vol-
canic rocks within 2 km from the volcano’s crater. 
It has also warned of the possibility of pyroclastic 
flows within 1 km.

Three nabbed over deadly blast 
in Leicester — Police
London, Mar. 1 (IANS): Three men were arrested on 
Wednesday on suspicion of manslaughter following 
an explosion in Leicester on Sunday that killed five 
people, the police said. The three suspects, all in 
their 30s, come from East Anglia, the North West 
and East Midlands, Xinhua quoted the Leicester-
shire police as saying. They were being questioned 
by detectives, the police said. “Whilst we will not 
disclose further details at this stage, we stress that 
there remains no evidence that the events of Sunday 
night are in any way terrorist related,” the police 
added. Five people have died after the explosion 
and subsequent fire destroyed a shop in Leicester. 
A search and recovery operation was continuing on 
Wednesday. However, the police said they do not 
expect to find any survivors. Human remains of five 
people have been recovered from the wreckage but 
police said it could take some time before the vic-
tims were formally identified due to the scale of the 
devastation. Leicester City is located in England’s 
East Midlands region and about 140 kilometers 
from London.

Washington, Mar. 1 (PTI): Hope 
Hicks, one of Donald Trump’s 
longest-serving and trusted aides, 
today announced her resignation 
as the powerful communications 
director, in a major blow to the 
US President and the embattled 
White House amidst the intensi-
fying inquiry into alleged Russian 
meddling in the 2016 election.

The 29-year-old former mod-
el, though considered a political 
novice, was known as one of the 
few aides of Trump who under-
stood his style and could influ-
ence his views.

Her surprise resignation 
came a day after she testified 
before the House Intelligence 
Committee she testified for eight 
hours on allegations related to 
the Russian interference during 
the presidential campaign.

During her testimony, Hicks 
told the panel that in her job, she 
had occasionally been required 
to tell white lies but had never 
lied about anything connected 
to the investigation into Russia’s 

interference in the election, US 
media reported.

Although Hicks maintained 
an unusually low profile over 
the past three years, she recently 
attracted scrutiny after Special 
Counsel Robert Mueller esca-
lated his probe into potential 
collusion between the Trump 
campaign and Russia.

She is leaving the White 
House after serving Trump for 
three years in various capacities. 
This included being his cam-
paign spokesperson and Direc-
tor of Strategic Communication 
when Trump was sworn in as the 
president on January 20, 2017.

President Trump praised 
Hicks for her outstanding work.

“She is as smart and thought-
ful as they come, a truly great per-
son. I will miss having her by my 
side but when she approached 
me about pursuing other oppor-
tunities, I totally understood. I am 
sure we will work together again 
in the future,” he said.

The White House did not 

announce the exact day of her 
departure but said it could be 
sometime in the next few weeks.

Hicks s first association with 
the Trump family was working 
with Trump s eldest daughter, 
Ivanka, on her personal apparel 
and licensing brand about six 
years ago. Hicks had no politi-
cal experience when she joined 
Trump’s tumultuous campaign 
for the White House.

Hicks initially served as a 
press secretary within the White 
House, before taking on the role 
of communications director after 
a series of high-profile departures 
last year. Hicks led strategic mes-
saging for administration priori-
ties such as the historic passage 
of tax reform and worked with 
Press Secretary Sarah Sanders to 
stabilise the press and communi-
cations teams after initial phases 
of transition.

The White House said Hicks is 
a “valued adviser and counselor 
to the president and other senior 
administration officials”.

Hicks’ proximity to the presi-
dent, and presence on his cam-
paign from its infancy, placed her 
in the spotlight as a potentially 
key witness to the FBI’s inquiry.

Hicks also became engulfed 
in the scandal involving Rob Por-
ter, who served as Trump’s staff 
secretary until he was forced to 
resign this month amid accusa-
tions of domestic violence by 
both of his ex-wives.

Hicks’s first association with 
the Trump family was working 
with Trump’s eldest daughter, 
Ivanka, on her personal apparel 
and licensing brand about six 
years ago. “Hope Hicks is loved 
& admired by all who know her. 
It’s with a heavy heart, but tre-
mendous gratitude, that I wish 
her well in her next steps,” Ivanka 
tweeted.

Hicks’s departure will coin-
cide with those of other peo-
ple who have been close to the 
Trump family members in the 
White House.

Reed Cordish, a policy adviser 

and friend of Trump’s son-in-law 
Jared Kushner is leaving his role; 
Josh Raffel, a press aide whose 
initial portfolio was primarily 
focused on Kushner and Ivanka 
Trump, is also leaving; and Dina 
Powell, who had been a deputy 
national security adviser who 
was close to Kushner and Ivanka 
Trump, left weeks ago.

Their absence will deprive 
Trump and his daughter and 
son-in-law of many of the aides 
who served as crucial buffers 
and sounding boards as a tur-
bulent and politically uncertain 
year begins, The New York Times 
reported.

Sanders said Hicks would 
leave behind a void which no-
body can fill.

In a little over 13 months 
of the Trump administration, 
Hicks is the fourth individual to 
resign as the White House Di-
rector of Communications. The 
other three being Sean Spicer, 
Mike Dubke and Anthony Scara-
mucci.

Seoul, Mar. 1 (IANS): South 
Korean President Moon 
Jae-in on Thursday strong-
ly urged Japan to sincerely 
reflect on its past wrongdo-
ings, adding that the coun-
try has no right to claim 
that the issue of its sexual 
slavery of Korean women 
is “settled”, despite the two 
countries’ 2015 deal, which 
he called “flawed”.

“...In resolving the is-
sue of sexual slaves, the 
Japanese government, the 
perpetrator, must not say 
it is ‘over’,” Moon said in 
a speech marking the an-
niversary of the March 1, 
1919 Movement, in which 
tens of thousands of Ko-
reans took to the streets 
to declare the country’s 
independence from Japan’s 
colonial rule.

The ceremony was 
held at Seodaemun Pris-
on, where Japan’s colo-
nial government held and 
persecuted nearly 100,000 
Korean independence 
fighters during its 1910-

45 colonial rule of Korea, 
Yonhap news agency re-
ported.

Moon’s remarks came 
amid Tokyo’s repeated 
calls for the new South 
Korean President and his 
administration to honour 
the 2015 agreement made 
with South Korea’s ousted 
administration. 

Under the pact, the 
former Park Geun-hye ad-
ministration agreed to “fi-
nally and irreversibly” set-
tle the issue in exchange for 

1 billion yen ($9 million).
Moon earlier declared 

the controversial agree-
ment “seriously flawed”.

“Inhumane violation 
of human rights during 
war cannot be covered by 
saying it is over,” he said in 
the event marking the 99th 
anniversary of the March 1 
movement.

“A true resolution only 
comes from remembering 
history and learning from 
that history, especially 
when it is the history of an 

unfortunate past,” the chief 
executive added.

Moon said what his 
country and its victims 
wanted to see from Japan 
was a “sincere apology”.

Japan immediately 
expressed regret regard-
ing Moon’s remarks. Chief 
Cabinet Secretary Yoshi-
hide Suga called the re-
marks “extremely regret-
table” and that the country 
had immediately filed a 
complaint with the South 
through diplomatic chan-
nels, according to media 
reports.

Moon then urged Japan 
to cease its territorial claim 
to South Korea’s eastern-
most island of Dokdo.

“Dokdo is the land that 
was first occupied in the 
process of Japan’s invasion 
of Korea. It is our native 
territory,” the South Korean 
President stressed.

“Japan denying this fact 
is the same as its refusal to 
reflect on its imperial inva-
sion (of Korea),” he added.

Kabul, Mar. 1 (IANS): The 
Afghanistan special forces 
have detained a German 
national who had been 
fighting along with the 
Taliban for almost a year, 
officials said on Thursday

The operation,  in 
which another two Tali-
ban insurgents were also 
detained, was conducted 
on Wednesday night in 
Greshk district in Helmand 
province, Abdul Qayum 
Nuristani, spokesperson 
for the Afghan National 
Army-Special Operation 
Corps told Efe news.

Security forces also re-
covered documents that 
confirmed his identity as 
well as his involvement 
with the Taliban, the 
spokesperson said.

The man, whose iden-
tity was not revealed, said 
he had been living in the 
country for about a year 
and called himself “mu-
hajir”, a term used for Mus-

lims who flee their country 
of origin in the wake of 
atrocities to take refuge in 
an Islamic country.

Afghan Defence Min-
istry spokesperson Daw-
lat Waziri also confirmed 
the German national’s 
arrest and said that sev-
eral Taliban hideouts and 
ammunition depots were 
destroyed in the special 
operation.

Helmand Governor’s 
spokesperson Omar Zwak 
said that an investigation 
into how a foreign national 
joined the Taliban, was 
underway.

Since the end of NATO’s 
combat mission in January 
2015, the Afghan govern-
ment has been steadily 
losing ground to insurgents 
and now controls only 57 
per cent of the country, 
according to the US Spe-
cial Inspector General for 
Reconstruction of Afghani-
stan.

Dhaka, Mar. 1 (IANS): Three female 
Nobel peace laureates have asked 
Myanmar State Counsellor and de 
facto leader Aung San Suu Kyi “to act 
now” or “face the consequences” for 
what they called “genocide” being 
carried out in Myanmar’s Rakhine 
State.

More than 688,000 Rohingya 
refugees have fled Rakhine State to 
neighbouring Bangladesh since Au-
gust 2017, after the Myanmar Army 
launched a military offensive follow-
ing attacks on multiple government 
posts by Rohingya rebels.

Suu Kyi has been widely criticised 
over her response to violence against 
the Rohingya Muslims, described by 
the UN as “ethnic cleansing”. 

The Nobel laureates on Wednes-
day also threatened to drag Myan-
mar to the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) in the Hague for “or-
chestrating genocide against the 
Rohingya people”, bdnews24.com 
reported.

“She did not tell the truth to the 
world. She should wake up and stop 

the genocide now. She has to tell 
the truth or she should resign,” said 
Tawakkol Karman from Yemen who 
won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2011.

“Otherwise, she will face the jus-
tice”.

Along with Shirin Ebadi from Iran 
and Mairead Maguire from North-
ern Ireland, Karman visited Cox’s 
Bazar and heard the horrific stories 
Rohingyas faced before fleeing to 
Bangladesh, the report said.

“It’s genocide. It’s crime against 
Rohingya people. She should take 
them back to their homes and give 
citizenship rights,” Karman said.

“This is her duty as a head of the 
government of Myanmar. In addition, 
she is a Nobel woman. How can she 
be so silent,” she asked.

Ebadi said Myanmar can still be 
taken to the ICC through the UN 
Security Council, though she said she 
understands that China can wield its 
veto power to thwart such move.

“We do know China has rights to 
veto and it is likely to do so giving its 
economic interest.”

“Without you, the voice will not 
be heard,” she told reporters.

Maguire said “all have to take a 
firm and united stand now against 
violence, war and abuse of human 
rights”.

During their visit, the Nobel lau-
reates spoke with the women and 
heard the “barbaric acts” against 
them in the Rakhine State before they 
fled to Bangladesh.

“How come the world be silent 
in front of all these crimes?” Karman 
asked. “It’s a shame on all of us.”

The laureates also met Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina, government 
officials and human rights organisa-
tions and humanitarian agencies.

“The ICC prosecutor should 
open an independent investigation 
into crimes against humanity and 
genocide perpetrated in Rakhine 
state,” they said in a written state-
ment.

They called for a “comprehensive” 
arms embargo on Myanmar to en-
sure that there are no sales of weap-
ons or other military equipment.

London, Mar. 1 (IANS): 
British Prime Minister 
Theresa May on Wednes-
day rejected any plans 
that would mean a Brexit 
border between Northern 
Ireland and neighbouring 
Irish Republic.

Speaking to MPs in the 
House of Commons during 
her weekly questions, May 
said no British prime min-
ister could ever agree to a 
Brexit treaty that would see 
borders dividing any parts 
of Britain, reports Xinhua.

Responding to a ques-
tion by the Northern Ire-
land Democratic Union-
ist Party (DUP) MP David 
Simpson, May confirmed 
she will never agree to any 
trade borders between 
Northern Ireland and the 
rest of Britain.

May said she stood 
by commitments she has 
made previously on the 

Beirut, Mar. 1 (PTI/AP): 
The Russian military today 
accused Syria’s rebels of 
shelling a humanitarian 
corridor that Moscow set 
up with the Syrian govern-
ment, offering residents 
of Damascus’ besieged 
eastern suburbs a way out 
of the embattled enclave.

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin had ordered 
a five-hour daily humani-
tarian pause to allow ci-
vilians to exit the region. 
The daily pauses began on 
Tuesday but so far, no hu-
manitarian aid has gone in 
- and no civilians have left 
the area, known as eastern 
Ghouta.

The eastern suburbs - a 
cluster of several towns 
and villages on Damas-
cus’ eastern edge - have 
faced a deadly and brutal 
onslaught for weeks by 
Syrian government troops, 
backed by Russia.

Residents say they do 
not trust the truce and the 

UN and aid agencies have 
criticized the unilateral ar-
rangement, saying it gave 
no guarantees of safety for 
residents wishing to leave.

The eastern Ghouta 
residents also fear their 
region would meet the 
same fate as the eastern, 
rebel-held half of the city 
of Aleppo, where a similar 
Russian-ordered pause in 
2016 called on residents to 
evacuate the area and for 
gunmen to lay down their 
arms.

Russian Maj. Gen. 
Vladimir Zolotukhin told 
Russia news agencies that 
the militants who control 
the suburbs are shelling the 
route, manned by Syrian 
and Russian forces, and 
preventing evacuations.

State-run al-Ikhbariya 
TV reported that dozens of 
civilians had gathered on 
the edge of eastern Gho-
tua to leave, but were pre-
vented by insurgents from 
reaching a crossing point 

into government-control-
led areas.

The Britain-based Syr-
ian Observatory for Hu-
man Rights said before the 
truce went into effect at 9 
a.m. today, government 
shelling and airstrikes on 
eastern Ghouta killed three 
people. The opposition’s 
Syrian Civil Defense, also 
known as White Helmets, 
confirmed the casualty 
figure.

State-run Syrian Arab 
News Agency, SANA, to-
day said that a civilian was 
wounded by a mortar shell 
fired by the insurgents in 
eastern Ghouta at the Bab 
al-Salam area in the old city 
of Damascus.

The Russia-ordered 
pause came after a UN 
Security Council resolution 
calling for a nationwide 
30-day cease-fire failed to 
take hold. While the relent-
less bombing has some-
what subsided in eastern 
Ghouta, home to around 

400,000 civilians, the Syr-
ian government’s push to 
squeeze the insurgents out 
of the region continued.

Elsewhere in Syria, a 
convoy of 28 trucks carry-
ing aid entered the north-
ern Kurdish enclave of Af-
rin, where Turkish troops 
have been on the offensive 
since June 20 against Syrian 
Kurdish fighters.

T h e  g ov e r n m e n t -
controlled Syrian Central 
Military Media said Turkish 
troops and Turkey-backed 
opposition fighters target-
ing the convoy near the 
village of Marimameen.

The Observatory said 
Turkish warplanes con-
ducted airstrikes as the 
convoy was heading to-
ward Afrin.

Ankara has said that 
Turkey would not suspend 
its military operations 
against the Syrian Kurdish 
fighters during the 30-day 
cease-fire demanded by 
the United Nations.

border issue.
She said the draft legal 

text the European Com-
mission had published 
would, if implemented, 
threaten the constitutional 
integrity of Britain by creat-
ing a customs and regula-
tory border down the Irish 
Sea, adding: “No UK prime 
minister could ever agree 
to it.”

“I will be making it 

crystal clear to (European 
Commission) President 
Jean-Claude Juncker and 
others that we will never do 
so,” May added.

“We are committed 
to ensuring that we see 
no hard border between 
Northern Ireland and Ire-
land, but the December 
text also made clear that 
there should continue to 
be trade between Northern 

Ireland and the rest of the 
United Kingdom as there 
is today,” she said.

Main opposition leader 
Labour’s Jeremy Corbyn 
accused May’s government 
of being in disarray over 
Brexit. May insisted there 
was no disagreement with 
Foreign Secretary Boris 
Johnson on the Irish border 
question.

“The foreign secretary 
and I are absolutely com-
mitted to ensuring that 
we deliver no hard border 
between Northern Ireland 
and Ireland,” May told Cor-
byn.

She added: “That’s the 
position of the British gov-
ernment. It’s the position 
of the parties in Northern 
Ireland, it’s the position of 
the Irish government, and 
it was what we agreed in 
the December agreement 
of that joint report.”

Moscow, Mar. 1 (IANS): 
Russia has developed “in-
vincible” nuclear weapons 
that can “reach anywhere 
in the world”, President 
Vladimir Putin said on 
Thursday in his annual 
state of the nation address 
here.

The Russian President 
unveiled a weapon that he 
said “could not be stopped 
by the US missile defence 
shield in Europe and Asia”, 
the BBC reported. 

He showcased a range 
of new weapons, includ-
ing a missile that could 
“reach anywhere in the 
world”, and highlighted 
two nuclear-capable weap-
ons -- a cruise missile and 
a submarine-launched 
unmanned underwater 
vehicle.

The warhead, Putin 
said, was “a low-flying, 
difficult-to-spot cruise 
missile with a nuclear 
payload with a practically 
unlimited range and an 
unpredictable flight path, 

which can bypass lines of 
interception and is invin-
cible in the face of all exist-
ing and future systems of 
both missile defence and 
air defence”.

Putin also said that he 
would regard a nuclear 
attack on any of its allies 
as a nuclear attack on Rus-
sia itself, adding that “the 
response would be im-
mediate”. 

During the two-hour 
televised speech to a joint 
sitting of both Houses of 
Parliament, Putin said that 
he intends to halve poverty 
in the country within the 
next six years.

“We must solve one of 
the key tasks for the com-
ing decade -- to ensure 
a confident, long-term 
growth of real incomes 
of our citizens, and in six 
years, at least to halve the 
level of poverty,” he was 
quoted as saying by Tass 
news agency.

He faces seven chal-
lengers on March 18 al-

though none is expected 
to attract widespread sup-
port. Prominent opposi-
tion leader Alexei Navalny, 
who has been barred from 
running, called on voters 
to boycott the poll, the BBC 
reported. 

Putin has so far done 
little campaigning and said 
little about his plans for the 
next six years. The Russian 
President said he wanted 
his country to emulate life-
expectancy rates in Japan 
and France.

He also said “Russia 
could not take its power for 
granted”. 

““Russia is now a lead-
ing country with a pow-
erful foreign economic 
and defence potential. But 
from the point of view of 
the extremely important 
task of ensuring people’s 
quality of life and welfare 
we, of course, have not 
achieved the level we re-
quire. 

“But we have to do this 
and will do this,” he said.

Seoul, Mar. 1 (IANS): South 
Korean President Moon 
Jae-in and US President 
Donald Trump held a 
telephonic conversation 
on Thursday on possible 
preliminary talks between 
Washington and North Ko-
rea, Yonhap news agency 
reported. 
The phone talk between 
Moon and Trump was the 
first in about a month, the 
senior press secretary to 
the South Korean President 
was quoted as saying.

Moon explained to 
Trump that North Ko-
rea had shown its will-
ingness to talk with the 
US, persuading the US 
President to get into an 
exploratory dialogue with 
Pyongyang to figure out 
what Pyongyang intends 
to do while keeping a 
stance of maximum pres-
sure on the country.
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When Jackie Shroff slapped Anil Kapoor 17 times

Justin Theroux dating stylist Hartstein?

Tony Cavalero to play Ozzy 
Osbourne in ‘The Dirt’

Harvey Weinstein’s insurer refuses to pay for legal defence
Disgraced Hollywood producer Harvey Weinstein’s insurance company has 
refused to defend him against 11 sexual harassment lawsuits, saying his alleged 
misconduct is not covered under his personal liability policies. Chubb Indemnity 
Insurance Co filed a suit on Wednesday at a court here, seeking a declaration that 
it is not obliged to fund the disgraced producer’s legal defence, reports variety.
com. According to the suit, Weinstein’s attorneys have asked Chubb on several 
occasions to commit to fund his legal defence. Weinstein has taken out 16 separate 
policies with the insurer since 1994, including coverage for fine art and homeown-
ers policies.  Some of the policies cover damages Weinstein is obligated to pay “for 
personal injury or property damage”. The damages must arise from “an accident or 
offence” to be covered. (IANS)

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all connect 
to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

A
ctor Anil Kapoor took 17 
s¬¬laps from his co-
star Jackie Shroff while 
shooting for the 1989 film 
“Parinda”.

In the upcoming episode of “BFFs 
with Vogue” on Colors Infinity, Jackie 
was asked to share his experience 
about working with Anil, read a state-
ment. Talking about a scene, Jackie 
said that regardless of the shot being 

approved by the film’s director Vidhu 
Vinod Chopra, Anil kept asking for 
retakes as he wanted to make sure 
everything was perfect. 

Jackie said: “I gave him 17 slaps 
but didn’t give it so hard that he 
would fall.” The actors have also 
featured together in films like “Ram 
Lakhan”, “1942: A Love Story” and 
“Kabhi Na Kabhi”.

IANS

A
ctor-screenwriter Justin Ther-
oux, who separated from wife 
and actress Jennifer Aniston 
in February, has reportedly 
started seeing a stylist named 

Chloe Hartstein.
Theroux, 46, is flirting with Hartstein, 

who used to work with him on photo 
shoots and for the premiere of “The Girl 
on the Train”, reports aceshowbiz.com.

However, it turns out that the news of 
her former husband moving on this fast 
is not even surprising for Aniston. 

“Justin’s a classic ladies’ man and it 
has always driven Jen up the wall,” said a 
source.

Meanwhile, Aniston is said to be 
leaning on her former husband and 
actor Brad Pitt a lot following her recent 
split.

“What’s surprising about her separa-
tion from Justin is that one of her greatest 
supporters is her first husband. Brad Pitt 
turned out to be a true champion for 
Jen,” said the source. 

“Brad and Jen have come full circle. 
It’s definitely getting serious again. I think 
their fans are rooting for them. In the 
end, doesn’t everyone just want Brad to 
be with Jen? They were meant to be back 
together,” added the source.

IANS

A
ctor Tony 
Cavalero, who 
starred in 
the TV series 
“School of 

Rock”, has been roped 
in to play rocker Ozzy 
Osbourne in the Motley 
Crue biopic, “The Dirt”.

Jeff Tremaine is direct-
ing the project based on 
the 2001 autobiography 
“The Dirt: Confessions of 
the World’s Most Notori-
ous Rock Band” by band 
members Tommy Lee, 
Vince Neil, Mick Mars, 
and Nikki Sixx, along 
with author Neil Strauss, 
reports varitey.com.

Rich Wilkes, Tom Ka-
pinos and Amanda Adel-
son adapted the script.

Osbourne broke out 
in the 1970s as the lead 
vocalist of the heavy 
metal band Black Sab-
bath, which fired him in 
1979. He then became 
an even bigger star in the 

1980s when Motley Crue 
emerged. The band was 
formed here and released 
its first album, “Too Fast 
for Love”, in 1981. Motley 
Crue combined hard 
rock, heavy metal, and 
glam rock, going on to sell 
more than 100 million 
albums worldwide.

“The Dirt” will star 
Douglas Booth as Nikki 
Sixx, Iwan Rheon as Mick 
Mars, Daniel Webber as 
Vince Neil and rapper 

Machine Gun Kelly as 
Tommy Lee. Julie Yorn, 
Erik Olsen, and Allen 
Kovac are producing.

Motley Crue played 
its final concert on New 
Year’s Eve 2015 here. The 
project had been in de-
velopment at Paramount 
more than a decade ago 
with Larry Charles at-
tached to direct. Netflix 
bought the rights to the 
project last year.

IANS

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

5 pm: Death Wish (Eng ) 2D

11 am, 2 pm, 8 pm: Pari (Hindi )

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

The multitalented twenty-year old 
Imcha Imchen is an upcoming 
singer /songwriter/producer and 
audio engineer in the making. His love 
for music which began at a very young 
age propelled him to be part of his 
family band ‘Imchen Brothers’. Read 
on to learn more about this young 
lad’s passion for music and his future 
musical plans as shared with Eastern 
Mirror’s Rhythm of 
Love.

EASTERN MIRROR: To start with, for those who may 
be new to you and your music, tell us about yourself 
as an artist?

Imcha Imchen: My name is Imcha Imchen 
(born October 31, 1997), an aspiring Singer/Songwriter/
Producer/Audio engineer from Nagaland. Well, I’ve 
been working with music for the past 10 plus years I 
guess, time really flies when you enjoy what you love 
doing. Been recording and posting out online and till 
date, we’ve managed to come out with three albums 
under the name “Imchen Brothers” with major help 
from our parents and sponsors. It’s a blessing I can say, 
with very little funds we started and it turns out we 
were not alone. My family, we have strong faith in the 
Lord and he blesses us at the right time.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: Who gave you the support to 
keep writing? Who did you play the early songs for?

Imcha Imchen: Writing songs began at the 
age of 12 as I wanted to be original and it’s always nice 
to make people listen to your originality and making 
them aware that this is what I love doing. You’ll get 

support from friends and family but at the end is just 
“you” who knows more about you and believe 
that one-day dreams can be a reality if you really 

work hard. As a Christian, most of my perform-
ances include the one’s in church and that’s one 

place for every dedicated musician to show off their 
talents and praise His name. And that I am really 

proud of.

EASTERN MIRROR: Tell us about the moment when 
you decided that music was something that you 
wanted to do with your life. What prompted you 
to become a part of the Gospel pop band “Imchen 
Brothers”? Shed light on the Imchen Brothers.

Imcha Imchen: At the age of 16 in my 10th 
Std, Music was everything. I could go on using the word 
“Music” it really soothes me and makes me happy every 
time. Most of my songs have a specific story behind 
cause I write songs when am happy and sad-making 
the audience feel what I feel by pouring out all my emo-
tions.

Imchen brothers was formed in the year 2010 while 
we were very small but before all this could happen 
my parents would involve us in programs organized at 
churches with that small popularity friends and family 
suggested that we make an album as it would be a good 
idea to raise funds and help our financial expenses, 
with prayers and faith we started and boom the album 
went out to be a commercial success in Nagaland 
which was later broadcasted in DD northeast channel. 
So all credit go to our parents who are also Musician 
and Missionaries, without them supporting I don’t 
think I would understand what music really is.

EASTERN MIRROR: Your single “The Love letter” 
was composed with the help of your mom. With the 
involvement of your mom in composing the song, I 
believe you have an interesting story behind and the 
inspiration behind it.

Imcha Imchen: Well, yup it really has an 
interesting story. It was first released on 2014 and I 
wrote it for a girl with whom I always passed love letters 
every night after study hours in the hostel. I thought to 
myself why not make a song, making it a permanent 
love letter to be remembered forever. But later in 2017 I 
wanted to add some fresh beats to this beautiful song 
and brush up with the lyrics and wanted to express my 
love song in two languages English and Ao “Naga” and 
that’s where my mom comes and helps me as I had little 
knowledge about Ao “Naga”.

Now “The Love Letter” is available only on iTunes, 
Wynk, Hungama etc

EASTERN MIRROR: Talk us through your song “By 
my side”.

Imcha Imchen: “By my side” is a song writ-
ten for a girl I was impressed with at first glance, which 
features “Jay King” a renowned rapper from Shillong to 
which he wrote alongside with me.

This song was produced in such a way that the 
result was both Pop & R&B genre in one song.

EASTERN MIRROR: Describe in your words the mu-
sic scene of Nagaland.

Imcha Imchen: We’re evolving slowly; Musi-
cians are coming up with great music.

Many recording studios and platforms are being set 
up giving opportunities for  independent artist to show 
off their skills and talents, where social media plays a 
vital role. One day I wish to see “Nagaland” as a pit stop 
for many musicians and enthusiasts, making it known 
as “Land of the Music festival” all over the world.

EASTERN MIRROR: What changes would you like to 
see to the music industry to allow you to make a liv-
ing from your music?

Imcha Imchen: More opportunities - More 
platforms and Record labels for Artist (Indian English 
pop) especially in India, a balance with that of Bol-
lywood music would make everything perfect, giving 
equal opportunities for all genres of music.

With that I think it would do just fine, everyone can 
make a decent living.

EASTERN MIRROR: What are your immediate music 
career goals?

Imcha Imchen: Set up a recording studio - 
Make, Share and Travel the world with my music.

Dear!! Roshni Das....
On your special day, we wish 
you good luck. We hope this 
wonderful day will fill up your 
heart with joy and blessings. 
Have a fantastic birthday, cel-
ebrate the happiness every day 
of your life. 

Happy Birthday!! 
Love from Mom & Dad, Mama & 

Mami & Relatives

Birthday Greetings
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Science is not for children alone but is a way of life Moon to have 4G network in 2019

Hot springs harbourmicrobial diversity 

Harsh Vardhan stresses on 
small deeds towards clean 
and green environment

Milky Way stars kicked out by invading galaxies spotted

New Delhi, Feb. 28 (In-
d i a n  S c i e n c e  W i re ) : 
Eminent physicist, Sir 
C.V.Raman was the toast 
of the day as Department 
of Science and Technol-
ogy (DST) and Jawaharlal 
Nehru University (JNU) 
jointly celebrated the 
National Science Day 
to mark the discovery 
of Raman Effect which 
won him Nobel Prize and 
helped place India in the 
global map of science. 

Director General of the 
National Council of Sci-
ence Museum (NCSM),  
Anil Manekar, who de-
livered the keynote ad-
dress, set the tone for the 
deliberations by recalling 

how apart from pursu-
ing cutting edge science 
with limited resources, 
Raman made special ef-
forts to popularize sci-
ence among the people. 

Noting that there was 
a myth that science was 
meant for children alone, 
he said there was a need 
for efforts to make science 
a way of life. “There is sci-
ence in everything we do 
from morning to night. 
There is a need to appre-
ciate this and promote 
scientific attitude among 
the common man.” 

Emphasising that the 
scientific community 
had a great role to play 
in ensuring a sustain-

able future for the com-
ing generations, he said 
there was a need for sci-
entists and technologists 
to work in unison with 
policy makers and other 
sections of the society. 

H e  d e t a i l e d  h o w 
NCSM was working to 
create awareness as to 
how science could help in 
solving various problems 
facing the country such 
as poverty, health, educa-
tion and other such social 
issues through its sci-
ence centres established 
across the country. 

D S T  S e c r e t a r y -
Dr A s h u t o s h  Sh a r m a 
said even while celebrat-
ing contributions made 

by eminent scientists 
such as Sir C.V. Raman, 
S.N.Bose, and Megha-
nadSaha, scientists need 
to try to excel them. There 
was a need to combine 
the eastern philosophy of 
`learning at the feet of the 
master’ with the Western 
thought that focused on 
`standing on the shoul-
ders of the giants and 
look far ahead’. 

He urged scientists to 
make use of the govern-
ment’s latest programme 
to encourage young sci-
entists to write popular 
articles about their re-
search work. “We expect 
about 5,000 entries every 
year. Hundred top ar-

ticles will be shortlisted 
and rewarded amply. We 
will also arrange for them 
to be published in news-
papers, magazines and 
other popular outlets”. 

JNU Vice Chancellor, 
Prof. M.Jagdeesh Kumar, 
emphasised the need for 
promoting renewable 
energy to ensure a sus-
tainable future and urged 
for efforts to develop high 
capacity battery systems 
to store power gener-
ated by them. “Presently, 
lithium is the material of 
choice but it is not avail-
able in the country. We 
have to identify materials 
that are locally available 
in abundance”.  

Berlin, March 1 (IANS): 
The moon will have its 
first 4G cell phone net-
work in 2019, the net-
work builder Vadafone 
has said.

The German branch 
of the multinational tele-
communication com-
pany has teamed up with 
Nokia to do the mission, 
London-headquartered 
Vadafone said in a state-
ment on Tuesday.

The network is to sup-
port a private lunar rover 
mission by PTScientists, 
a private space company 
based in Berlin, which 
plans to launch a lander 
and two small rovers to 
the moon on a SpaceX 
Falcon 9 rocket, Xinhua 

news agency reported.
The PTScientists said 

their team is committed 
to bringing down the cost 
of space exploration and 
democratising access to 
the moon. 

The moon rover plan 
aims to study the lunar 
rover used by the Apollo 
astronauts during their 
historic landing in De-
cember 1972.

Nokia will create a 
space-grade Ultra Com-
pact Network that is said 
to be the lightest ever 
developed - weighing 
around one kg, the same 
as a bag of sugar, accord-
ing to the statement.

The planned network 
will enable PTScientists’ 

lander to broadcast a live 
video from lunar surface 
to the audience on earth 
and facilitate the com-
munication among the 
lander and rovers.

Under previous com-
munication technologies 
used in moon explora-
tion, such as analogue 
radio, transmitting data 
consumes considerable 
energy reserves and re-
quires rovers to be sta-
tionary.

“The great thing about 
this... is that it saves so 
much power, and the less 
energy we use sending 
data, the more we have to 
do science!” said Robert 
Bohme, CEO and Founder 
of PTScientists.

Pune, Feb. 27 (India Science Wire): 
Microorganismscan be found at 
almost everyhabitat in the environ-
ment owing to their capacity to 
adapt and survive. Some of them can 
withstand extremely hot environ-
ments such as natural hot springs. 
Studying such organisms can help 
in understanding not just why they 
are so hardy but may also yield new 
and useful chemicals. 

A team of scientists from Na-
tional Collection of Industrial Mi-
croorganisms (NCIM) atNational 
Chemical Laboratory, Pune have 
isolateduntappedbacterialcultures 
fromUnkeshwar hot springs on the 
bank of river Penganga in Maharash-
tra. These bacteria are being studied 
for their metabolic use inenzyme-
biotechnology and environmental 
remediation.

A total of 454 bacterial isolates 
obtained were mapped into 57 
unique bacterial genera and 4 dif-
ferent bacterial phyla. Interestingly, 
37 genera are not yet reported from 

Indian hot springs, were isolated 
for the first time in the study.  “Most 
of these genera (23 out of 37) were 
reported only in genetic material 
recovered from the environment 
from Indian and global hot springs. 
Furthermore, around 14 genera not 
previously cultivated and not de-
tected in such studies of hot springs 
are documented in our study,” Dr. 
Mahesh Dharne, team leader and 
In-Charge of NCIM, told India Sci-
ence Wire.

Simulation analyses of these 
isolates revealed the presence of 
around 315 metabolic pathways 
responsible for metabolism of car-
bohydrates, synthesis of secondary 
metabolites and degradation of 
xenobiotic compounds. Further 
studies showed that 33 and 25 bacte-
rial genera were positive for enzyme 
production (cellulase, xylanase, 
amylase, and protease) and were 
resistant to heavy metals like chro-
mium and arsenic.

“Our study promotes the use of 

larger scale microbial cultivation 
studies for isolating the unexplored 
species which can be further ex-
ploited in basic and applied microbi-
ology areas like enzyme technology 
for biofuel production, cleaning up 
polluted areas. However, still newer 
cultivation approaches need to be 
applied for gaining increased ac-
cess to a greater part of bacterial 
communities in Indian hot spring 
environments using systematic and 
coordinated approach”, DrDharne 
explained.

The research team included Ga-
janan Mehetre, Manan Shah,  Syed 
G. Dastager, Dr.  Mahesh S. Dharne.
The research work was funded by 
Science and Engineering Board 
(SERB), Department of Science and 
Technology under special grant for 
critical zone research and fellowship 
support from Academy of Scientific 
and Innovative Research (AcSIR), 
New Delhi.The study has been 
published in the journal Archives of 
Microbiology. 

How VMware can help Indian telcos deliver cost-effective user experiences
New Delhi, Feb. 28 (IANS): 
When it comes to delivering 
enhanced user experiences 
in the Cloud and mobile-first 
era, global Cloud infrastruc-
ture and business mobility 
leader VMware sees massive 
growth opportunities in In-
dia -- and telecom is going 
to be an interesting arena 
for the Dell EMC-owned 
company.

According to Arun Kumar 
Parameswaran, Managing 
Director, VMware India, the 
trend in India is in line with 
the changes being witnessed 
in the global telecom land-
scape.

“The new entrant [Reli-
ance Jio] has altered the en-
tire dynamics of the telecom 
landscape in more ways than 
we can imagine. The user 
experiences are happening at 
a very different cost structure 
now. Here, VMware is strongly 
placed to deliver value, both 
in terms of delivering agility 
and automation, while con-
tinuing to reduce the cost,” 
Parameswaran told IANS in 
an interview. 

“The trend is consistent 

across the world. Telecom 
operators are improving cost 
equations, agility, scalability 
and resource utilisation, etc,” 
he added.

After establishing its pres-
ence in the banking and gov-
ernment institutions in the 
country, VMware is bullish 
on the vast telecommunica-
tions sector to further fuel its 
growth.

VMware CEO Pat Gels-
inger, who visited India in 
October last year, had told 
IANS that “the one sector that 
we have started to have much 
more success is the telecom-
munication sector”.

VMware recently entered 
into a strategic partnership 
with Bharti Airtel. “Bharti Air-
tel will be making extensive 
use of our products,” Gels-
inger said.

In September, Vodafone 
entered into a software li-
censing agreement with VM-
ware. As part of the agree-
ment, VMware will be one of 
the vendors to support the 
operator’s global rollout of 
Network Functions Virtuali-
sation (NFV) to accelerate its 

delivery of future products 
and services in a rapid, cost-
efficient manner.

The game-changer for 
the telecom industry, said 
Parameswaran, is 5G -- and 
VMware, with its production-
proven NFV platform, is ready 
to help telcos set off on the 5G 
journey.

“In the next 18-24 months, 
5G will start showing up on 
everyone’s radar and this is 
going to bring an entirely new 
cost infrastructure, along with 
a complete virtualised experi-
ence. We are investing heavily 
on this front because this is 
where the future lies,” noted 
Parameswaran.

Earlier this month, Tech 
Mahindra partnered VMware 
to jointly develop, market and 
deliver solutions to accelerate 
network transformation for 
Communication Service Pro-
viders (CSPs).

The companies will com-
bine VMware’s NFV platform 
with Tech Mahindra’s Net-
work Services to help global 
CSPs accelerate new service 
delivery, open new market 
opportunities and improve IT 

and business economics.
At the “Mobile World 

Congress 2018” in Barcelona, 
Spain, this week, VMware 
demonstrated some exciting 
turn-key solutions and NFV 
use cases that give CSPs the 
ability to build a transforma-
tive architecture.

When it comes to business 
mobility, Parameswaran feels 
India is not lagging behind.

“The Indian banking sec-
tor adopted mobile at par with 
most of the Western econo-
mies. Office workplaces are 
transforming, thus enabling 
functions right at your door-
steps. In fact, use cases in 
India have become a lot more 
complex,” Parameswaran em-
phasised. The Indian enter-
prises are slowly but steadily 
moving towards adopting 
software-defined data centres 
(SDDCs).

“Three-four years back, a 
lot of people thought it was 
like VMware’s new jargon for 
old wine. In a recent meeting 
with CIOs, they asked me: So 
what are you guys doing on 
SDDCs? I told him that we 
are the ones who created the 

vision around SDDCs and are 
here to help you adopt those,” 
said Parameswaran, who has 
over 22 years of hi-tech expe-
rience across Asia Pacific and 
the US.

Today, almost all Indian 
enterprises wish to move their 
operations to SDDCs.

“This is the new architec-
ture and everyone is looking 
at its adoption for a seamless 
compute, network, automa-
tion experience and what 
not. It is now widespread,” 
Parameswaran told IANS.

VMware Cloud is now 
available on the market leader 
Amazon Web Services (AWS) 
which brings VMware’s SD-
DCs to the AWS Cloud, al-
lowing customers to run ap-
plications across VMware 
vSphere-based private, public 
and hybrid Cloud environ-
ments, with optimised access 
to AWS services.

“True enterprise workload 
mobility will happen soon in 
India and VMware Cloud on 
AWS will be a big driving force, 
giving customers agile, scal-
able and secure experiences,” 
the executive added.

New Delhi, Feb. 28 (India 
Science Wire): Small actions 
by everyone in their day to 
day lives can help meet the 
challenge posed by climate 
change, Minister for Science 
& Technology and Environ-
ment Dr Harsh Vardhan has 
said. 

“If by collective action 
we can eradicate polio, there 
is nothing that stops India 
to face the challenge of cli-
mate change,” he said while 
formally releasing his app 
on the occasion of National 
Science Day today. “Reviving 
clean and green environ-
ment is new rastradharma,” 
he added. 

The minister said “we 
have inherited a clean, green 
environment. It is our moral 
responsibility to pass it on 
to the next generations in a 
good condition.” The app is 
downloadable in both Apple 
and Google app stores. 

Paying homage to Sir C V 
Raman on the National Sci-
ence Day, he said the coun-
try was making tremendous 
progress in the field of science 
and technology. In many sec-
tors, he said, India was being 

counted among top ten in the 
world.

Speaking to India Science 
Wire, Dr Harsh Vardhan said, 
“We have an ancestry which 
worshipped the nature – riv-
ers, forests and trees. Protec-
tion of nature is in our DNA, 
but somewhere down the line 
we have lost it. Let us regain 
it through mass green good 
deeds campaign”. 

“The world is looking to-
wards India’s leadership in 
mitigating climate change 
and global warming. If we can 
eradicate Polio from India, we 
can also revive our environ-
ment. It is a national respon-
sibility now,” he said. “My 
app is a small contribution 
to the Digital India Initiative 
of Prime Minster Narendra 
Modi to harness IT for good 
governance.”

The app has various fea-
tures including a section 
where people can send direct 
complaints and suggestions 
through video. Suggestions 
and tips for people to under-
take small but strong green 
social responsibility as part of 
the ‘Green good deeds’ form a 
part of the app. 

NASA’s Curiosity rover tests 
new drill method on Mars

Elon Musk can put humans 
on Mars by 2040: Astronaut

Scientists make DNA into electric circuit

Washington, March 1 (IANS): NASA’s Curios-
ity rover has conducted a new drill method on 
Mars, marking the first operation of the rover’s 
drill since a motor problem began acting up 
more than a year ago.

This early test produced a hole about a 
one-centimetre deep at a target called Lake 
Orcadie -- not enough for a full scientific 
sample, but enough to validate that the new 
method works mechanically, NASA said on 
Wednesday. 

This was just the first in what will be a se-
ries of tests to determine how well the new drill 
method can collect samples. 

If this drill had achieved sufficient depth 
to collect a sample, the team would have 
begun testing a new sample delivery process, 
ultimately delivering to instruments inside 
the rover.

Curiosity has used its drill to collect sam-
ples 15 times since landing in 2012. Then, 
in December of 2016, a key part of the drill 
stopped working. 

If the previous method was like a drill 
press, holding the drill bit steady as it extends 
into a surface, it is now more freehand. 

The rover is using its entire arm to push the 
drill forward, re-centering itself while taking 
measurements with a force sensor. That sen-
sor was originally included to stop the rover’s 
arm if it received a high-force jolt, NASA said.

It now offers Curiosity a vital sense of 
touch, preventing the drill bit from drifting 
sideways too much and getting stuck in rock.

“We’re now drilling on Mars more like the 
way you do at home,” said Steven Lee, Deputy 
Project Manager at NASA’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory, Pasadena, California. 

London, Feb. 27 (IANS): Elon 
Musk’s prestigious SpaceX proj-
ect could accelerate time to help 
man walk on Mars in just an-
other 20 years or so by 2040, said 
Tim Peake, a British astronaut, 
the media reported.

Hailing that humanity is 
about to enter a “very exciting” 
era of space exploration, Peake, 
the first British astronaut to be 
sent to the International Space 
Station (ISS), said that private 
investment could speed up the 
first flight to the Red Planet.

“Humans on Mars - I think 
will be the late 2030s,” Peake was 
quoted as telling express.co.uk 
reported late on Monday.

“That’s what the government 
space agencies and the Interna-
tional Space Exploration Group 
are working towards.”

“It could be that some of 
(these people’s) programmes 
bring that date forward. But, the 
late 2030s would be a realistic 
time frame.

“What could throw a big 
bowling ball through all that is 

commercial space flight,” Peake 
noted.

Earlier in February, SpaceX 
successfully launched its world’s 
most powerful rocket Falcon 
Heavy, into space.

“We have seen the ambitions 
of people like Elon Musk, there 
are several other companies 
that also have ambitions to send 
people to Mars,” Peake said.

“I think that we will end up 
working very closely with these 
companies in public-private 
partnerships when we eventu-
ally go to Mars,” he added.

In addition, Peake said that 
the Deep Space Gateway -- a 
space station project led by the 
ISS partners, including NASA, 
European Space Agency and 
Roscosmos (of Russia) -- that 
aims to launch manned mis-
sions to Mars will be vital for 
furthering space exploration.

“The Deep Space Gateway 
paves the way for both lunar 
landings and, because of the or-
bit it will be in, for a Mars trans-
portation system,” Peake said.

Washington, Feb. 27 (IANS): A team 
of scientists has designed a DNA 
circuit capable of splitting and com-
bining current, much like an adapter 
that can connect multiple appli-
ances to a wall outlet.

In the study, published in the 
journal Nature Nanotechnology, 
researchers made the iconic dou-
ble-helix that carries the genetic 
blueprint for living forms into a tool 
able to transport charge more stably 
and efficiently than previous similar 
designs.

DNA’s properties of self-assem-
bly and its ability to conduct elec-
trical charge over considerable 
distance make it suited for applica-
tions including electronic circuits 
and nanorobots, Xinhua cited the 
researchers as saying.

“Splitting and recombining cur-
rent is a basic property of conven-
tional electronic circuits. We’d like to 
mimic this ability in DNA, but until 
now, this has been quite challeng-

ing,” said co-author Tao Nongjian 
from Arizona State University.

Current splitting in DNA struc-
tures with three or more terminals 
is difficult as charge tends to rap-
idly dissipate at splitting junctions or 
convergence points, Tao said.

In the study, a special form, 
known as G-quadruplex (G4) DNA, 
is used to improve charge transport 
properties. G4 DNA is composed 
of four rather than two strands of 
DNA that are rich in the nucleotide 
guanine.

“DNA is capable of conducting 
charge, but to be useful for nano-
electronics, it must be able to direct 
charge along more than one path 
by splitting or combining,” said 
co-author Zhang Peng from Duke 
University.

“We have solved this problem by 
using the guanine quadruplex (G4) 
in which a charge can arrive on a 
duplex on one side of this unit and 
go out either of two duplexes on the 

other side.”
The G4 structure allowed re-

searchers, for the first time, to de-
sign effective conducting pathways 
between the stacked G-quadruplex 
DNA and the double-stranded wires 
that form the terminals for either 
splitting or merging electrical cur-
rent flow.

Researchers said that earlier ef-
forts to create such a Y-shaped elec-
trical junction using conventional 
double-stranded DNA had failed but 
using G4 DNA as a connector ele-
ment in multi-ended DNA junctions 
was shown to dramatically improve 
charge transport.

“This is the first step needed to 
transport charge through a branch-
ing structure made exclusively of 
DNA. It is likely that further steps 
will result in successful DNA-based 
nanoelectronics that include tran-
sistor-like devices in self-assembling 
pre-programmed materials,” said 
Zhang.

London, Feb. 28 (IANS): 
An international team of 
astronomers has discov-
ered evidence to show 
that some stars located 
in the Galactic halo sur-
rounding the Milky Way 
were original residents 
of our galaxy but were 
kicked out from their 
birthplace by some invad-
ing galaxies.

The surprising discov-
ery about the birthplace of 
groups of stars located in 
the halo of our Milky Way 
galaxy was detailed in the 
journal Nature.

These halo stars are 
grouped together in giant 
structures that orbit the 
centre of our galaxy, above 

and below the flat disk of 
the Milky Way. 

Researchers earlier 
thought they may have 
formed from debris left 
behind by smaller galax-
ies that invaded the Milky 
Way in the past.

The new study showed 
that some of these halo 
structures actually origi-
nated from the Milky Way’s 
disk itself, but were kicked 
out.

“This phenomenon is 
called galactic eviction,” 
said co-author Judy Co-
hen, Professor at Califor-
nia Institute of Technology 
(Caltech) in the US. 

“These structures are 
pushed off the plane of the 

Milky Way when a mas-
sive dwarf galaxy passes 
through the galactic disk. 
This passage causes os-
cillations, or waves, that 
eject stars from the disk, 
either above or below it 
depending on the direc-
tion that the perturbing 
mass is moving,” Cohen 
said. 

“The oscillations can 
be compared to sound 
waves in a musical instru-
ment,” said lead author 
Maria Bergemann of Max 
Planck Institute for As-
tronomy (MPIA) in Ger-
many.

“We call this ‘ringing’ 
in the Milky Way galaxy 
‘galactoseismology,’ which 

has been predicted the-
oretically decades ago. 
We now have the clearest 
evidence for these oscil-
lations in our galaxy’s disk 
obtained so far!” Berge-
mann said. 

Bergemann’s team pre-
sented detailed chemical 
abundance patterns of 
these halo stars using the 
W. M. Keck Observatory on 
Maunakea, Hawaii.

“Once we know what 
the stars are made of, 
we can immediately link 
them to their parent popu-
lations,” said Bergemann.

The scientists investi-
gated 14 stars located in 
two different halo struc-
tures -- the Triangulum-
Andromeda (Tri-And) and 
the A13 stellar overdensi-
ties. 

These two structures 
lie on opposite sides of the 
Milky Way disk -- about 
14,000 light years above 
and below the Galactic 
plane.

“We showed that it 
may be fairly common for 
groups of stars in the disk 
to be relocated to more 
distant realms within the 
Milky Way -- having been 
‘kicked out’ by an invading 
satellite galaxy,” said co-
author Allyson Sheffield 
of LaGuardia Community 
College in New York.
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Warner, Smith fifties 
underpin close-fought day

VAR gets frosty reception after 'shambolic' Cup clash

Neymar to undergo 
surgery on fractured foot

Four goals for 
Griezmann as 
Atletico close gap 
on Barcelona

BCCI's refusal 
leaves Pakistan 
tournament in doubt

Harmanpreet joins Punjab police

Del Potro beats 
Ferrer to reach 
Mexico Open quarters

Punjab Chief Minister Capt. Amarinder Singh and DGP Suresh Arora formally welcome cricketer Harmanpreet Kaur into the Punjab 
Police by pinning stars into her uniform as she joins as Deputy Superintendent of Police (DSP), in Chandigarh on Thursday.

PTI

Fernando Llorente (right) celebrates his hat-trick with Son Heung-min against Rochdale. 

Australia's batsman David Warner raises his bat after scoring a half century on day one of the first 
cricket test match between South Africa and Australia at Kingsmead stadium in Durban, South 
Africa, Thursday, March 1, 2018.

AP/PTI

Durban, Mar. 1 (Reuters): 
Captain Steve Smith and 
opener David Warner both 
scored fifties on Thursday 
as Australia reached 225 
for five before poor light 
brought play to an early 
close on the opening day 
of the first test against 
South Africa.

Smith, who was pro-
lific with the bat in lead-
ing Australia to success 
in the Ashes, scored 56 
while Warner contributed 
a characteristically quick-
fire 51.

Shaun Marsh added 40 
and his younger brother 
Mitchell was 32 not out, 
along with Tim Paine on 
21, when the umpires took 
the players off in gloomy 
conditions with 14 overs 
still remaining.

South Africa spinner 
Keshav Maharaj took two 

wickets, including that of 
top-ranked test batsman 
Smith, while Vernon Phi-
lander also bagged a pair.

Smith did not hesi-
tate to bat when he won 
the toss, but early hopes 
of forging a formidable 
total on a slow deck went 
as Cameron Bancroft (5) 
and Usman Khawaja (14) 
were dismissed inside the 
opening 12 overs.

Smith and Warner put 
on a 56-run partnership 
that ended with the last 
ball before lunch as War-
ner was caught by AB de 
Villiers at second slip off 
Philander, and Australia 
were 95-3 at the end of the 
first session.

Another 56-run part-
nership with Shaun Marsh 
ended when Smith, after 
reaching a fifth successive 
test half century, feathered 

a bottom edge off Maharaj 
that went through to strike 
wicketkeeper Quinton de 
Kock on the shoulder and 
pop up for de Villiers to 
take another catch.

After tea, Marsh edged 
Maharaj to de Villiers at 
slip again to leave Austra-
lia precariously placed at 
177-5 but Mitchell Marsh 
and Paine released the 
pressure with a unbeaten 
48-run partnership for the 
sixth wicket.

South Africa were just 
six overs from taking the 
second new ball, looking 
to make further inroads 
into the visitors’ batting 
order, when the umpires 
consulted their light me-
tres and the batsmen 
quickly departed.

Australia are playing 
a four-test series in South 
Africa.

London, Mar. 1 (Reuters): 
As the snow obscured the 
Wembley grass and con-
fusion reigned on and off 
the pitch during Totten-
ham Hotspur’s FA Cup 
replay against Rochdale 
on Wednesday the words 
of former Liverpool man-
ager Bill Shankly sprang 
to mind.

Soccer Football - FA 
Cup Fifth Round Replay 
- Tottenham Hotspur vs 
Rochdale - Wembley Sta-
dium, London, Britain - 
February 28, 2018 General 
view as snow falls during 
the match REUTERS/Ed-
die Keogh

It was the tough-talk-
ing Scot who once said 
“football is a simple game, 
complicated by idiots.”

Fair to say had he been 
at the national stadium he 
might have turned the air 
blue with his pronounce-
ments on the Video Assis-
tant Referee (VAR) system.

It should have been a 
night for underdogs Ro-
chdale to enjoy their mo-
ment to shine, or for Tot-
tenham’s Spanish striker 
Fernando Llorente to sa-
vour scoring a hat-trick in 
a 6-1 win.

Instead, the talk was 
of how VAR, which could 
be rolled out at the World 
Cup this year, left players, 

managers and fans cold.
Tottenham left back 

Danny Rose called the tie 
“shambolic”.

Former England full 
back Stuart Pearce, speak-
ing on Sky Sports, said VAR 
does not work for football. 
“There are so many grey 
areas in our game. Let the 

guy in the middle make 
the decision and respect 
that decision.”

Ex-England striker 
Alan Shearer said on Twit-
ter: “... VAR you were hope-
less again.”

The video assistant 
was called into action at 
Wembley after seven min-

utes when Tottenham had 
a routine Erik Lamela goal 
disallowed when an offi-
cial watching on the video 
screen flagged up to match 
referee Paul Tierney a tiny 
shirt-pull by Llorente.

In the 22nd minute 
Tottenham’s Lucas Moura 
was denied a penalty after 

Tierney, finger in ear, again 
consulted VAR.

When Son Heung-min 
did fire Tottenham ahead 
a BBC Radio Five com-
mentator said: “There can 
be no argument about that 
one.” Yet Tierney still went 
to the VAR to confirm the 
goal’s legality.

Acapulco (Mexico), Mar. 
1 (IANS): Argentina's Juan 
Martin del Potro defeated 
Spain's David Ferrer 6-4, 
4-6, 6-3 in an epic battle to 
move to the quarter-finals 
of the Mexico Open tennis 
tournament here.

In a match lasting 2 
hours and 24 minutes on 
Wednesday night, the two 
players fought it out with 
a fine display of tennis on 
the centre court in what 
was arguably the best 
match of the tournament 
yet, reports Efe.

Del  Potro,  seeded 
sixth, broke Ferrer's serve 
in the 10th game of the 
first set to take it 6-4, but 
Ferrer broke back in the 
second, only to be broken 
again by the Argentine to 
level scores at 4-4.

Ferrer showed his 
fighting spirit by imme-
diately breaking back and 
then taking the set 6-4 on 
his serve.

The third set saw a 
fierce clash, marking the 
match as the best of the 
competition yet, with Fer-
rer saving a break point in 
the fourth game and Del 
Potro finally getting the 
break in the sixth.

However, with Del 
Potro leading 5-3 and 
serving for the match, Fer-
rer refused to bow down 
and managed to get two 
break points with brilliant 
returns and crafty play.

Del Potro used his le-
thal serve to win straight 
points and get an advan-
tage, before forcing the 
Spaniard to hit long to win 
the match.

In the other match, 
South Korean Hyeon 
Chung beat US player Er-
nesto Escobedo 6-3, 6-1 
to set up a last-eight clash 
with South African Kevin 
Anderson, who defeated 
Frenchman Adrian Man-
narino 6-3, 6-4.

Chandigarh, Mar. 1 (PTI): Indian 
women's Twenty20 cricket team 
captain Harmanpreet Kaur joined 
the Punjab police as a Deputy Su-
perintendent of Police (DSP), here 
today 

Punjab Chief Minister Captain 
Amarinder Singh and Director Gen-
eral of Police (DGP) Suresh Arora 
pinned the stars on her uniform.

"Proud to join DGP Suresh Arora 
in pinning the stars on the uniform 
of this young cricketer @ImHarman-
preet as she takes over as DSP in @

PunjabPolice. This lady has done 
us proud and I'm confident she'll 
continue to do so. My best wishes 
are with her," Amarinder tweeted.

Harmanpreet, who was serving 
in the Indian Railways, was relieved 
from her duties after she put in a 
request to join Punjab police. Punjab 
chief minister had also taken up the 
matter with the Railway Ministry to 
waive off the bond condition and 
allow Harmanpreet, who is a native 
of Moga, to join as a DSP in Punjab.

Notably, as per the bond signed 

with Indian Railways, the cricketer 
could not be relieved till the comple-
tion of a five year term or she would 
have to return the salary of five years.

Harmanpreet had already com-
pleted three year of service as Office 
Superintendent at Western Railway 
before she resigned from the Rail-
ways last year.

The Punjab chief minister had 
offered the DSP post to Harman-
preet in July last year, following her 
scintillating performance in the 
Women's World Cup 2017.

Paris, Mar. 1 (IANS): Paris Saint-Ger-
main forward Neymar will undergo 
surgery in Brazil this week to repair 
a broken bone in his right foot, the 
French club said.

Neymar suffered a fractured fifth 
metatarsal during PSG's 3-0 Ligue 1 
victory over Marseille on Sunday, re-
ports Xinhua news agency. 

Having earlier ruled out a need for 
surgery, PSG said further tests showed 
an operation was the only viable option 
for the 26-year-old Brazilian.

"After an initial treatment period 
of three days, in line with a strict medi-
cal protocol, a joint decision has been 
made between the medical staffs 
of both PSG and the Brazil national 
team," the Ligue 1 leaders said in a 
statement.

"In accordance with the player, it 
has been decided that Neymar will 
undergo surgery in Brazil at the end of 
this week."

PSG added that Brazil team doctor 
Rodrigo Lasmar would perform the 
operation, accompanied by the club's 
own medic, Gerard Saillant.

No timeframe was given for Ney-
mar's likely recovery period but the 

player's father, Neymar Sr, said on 
Tuesday that his son would be out of 
action for up to eight weeks.

The decision rules Neymar out 
of Paris Saint-Germain's Champions 
League round of 16 tie against Real 
Madrid in Paris on March 6.

The reigning Spanish and Euro-
pean champions won the first leg in 
Madrid 3-1.

Neymar is understood to have re-
quested surgery to avoid complications 
during the World Cup, to be played in 
Russia from June 14 to July 15. 

Madrid, Mar. 1 (IANS): At-
letico Madrid moved to 
within four points of FC 
Barcelona at the top of the 
Spanish football league ta-
ble as striker Antoine Griez-
mann scored four goals 
-- his second hat-trick in 
four days -- at the Wanda 
Metropolitano Stadium. 

Atletico's 4-0 victory 
over Leganes on Wednes-
day night puts pressure on 
the league leaders, who will 
receive Atletico at the Camp 
Nou on Sunday afternoon 
in a meeting that will go a 
long way toward deciding 
the destiny of this season's 
title race, reports Xinhua.

Griezmann scored twice 
in the first half with goals 
in the 26th and 35th min-
ute, and doubled his tally 
after the break with fur-
ther strikes after 56 and 67 
minutes to see his side to a 
comfortable win.

The Frenchman now 
has 15 league goals this 
season, while Atletico have 
won their last five league 
games before the vital 
Camp Nou fixture.

Valencia remain fourth 
after a 1-1 draw away to 

Athletic Club Bilbao.
Geoffrey Kondogbia 

put Valencia ahead with a 
smart first-half shot, but 
Oscar de Marcos equalised 
shortly after the break after 
Aritz Aduriz saw a first-
half penalty saved for the 
Basques.

Sevilla moved back into 
fifth thanks to a 1-0 win 
in a scrappy game against 
bottom of the table Malaga, 
with Joaquin Correa's 15th-
minute goal leaving Malaga 
with just 13 points. Villarreal 
drop back to sixth after Kike 
Garcia's 16th minute goal 
gave Eibar a 1-0 home win 
over Javier Calleja's side to 
move the Basques back into 
seventh.

Getafe also moved clos-
er to a place in Europe for 
next season with a simple 
3-0 win over struggling De-
portivo la Coruna.

Angel Rodgriguez's 11th 
goal of the season opened 
the scoring five minutes 
from the break, before 
Eneko Boveda's own goal 
doubled Getafe's lead on 
the stroke of halftime and 
Jorge Molina sealed the win 
in the 82nd minute. 

Karachi, Mar. 1 (PTI): The BCCI's refusal to 
send its team to the Asia Emerging Nations Cup 
scheduled in Pakistan this April has put a ques-
tion mark on the tournament's organisation in 
the country.

An official in the Pakistan Cricket Board said 
that since India was not willing to send its team 
to Pakistan, the Asia Emerging Nations Cup could 
be shifted to either Sri Lanka or Bangladesh.

"We agreed to host the event in April this year 
on the understanding that all nations would par-
ticipate in it," he said.

PCB chairman Najam Sethi told the media in 
Dubai that as head of the Asian Cricket Council, 
he would soon be calling a meeting of the ACC 
in Colombo to take final decisions on the Asia 
Emerging Nations Cup and Asia Cup, scheduled 
to be held in India in September.

He said Pakistan s participation in the Asia 
Cup in India was also subject to conditions.

India has steadfastly refused to play Pakistan 
in a bilateral series since the 2008 terror attack 
in Mumbai.

And even in the ICC and ACC forums, it has 
been reluctant to give any concessions to Paki-
stan.

Sethi also made it clear that his participation 
in the ICC board meetings in Kolkata in April 
would be dependent on whether the ICC could 
obtain a visa for him from India.

"I have no interest in traveling to India. If the 
Indian authorities issue a visa I will go if not the 
ICC should see," he said.

Sethi also said that the next meeting of the 
ACC would be conclusive as venues and dates for 
the Asian Emerging Nations and Asia Cup events 
would be decided.

"We will soon decide the dates for the meeting 
in Colombo," he added.


