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Yimchungrü churches lead ethics 
call with Clean Election seminar

NPCC urges people 
to elect God-fearing 
candidates 

NSLSA digitise legal service 
clinics in jails across Nagaland 

‘Couples for Christ’ holds 
first youth camp in Kohima 

IMFL worth 2 lakh 
seized in Wokha 

Assam Rifles find 
arms and ammunition Literacy club of Wokha GHSS pay a visit to jail

Home commissioner cautions against spreading rumours 

CEO reminds: CCTV 
surveillance in all 
polling stations 
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Legal officials with jail staff and Peren DLSA members after inaugurating a facility that makes digital the 
service at Peren Jail.

CFC members with youths after the camp at Don Bosco College in 
Kohima on Feb. 24.

Candidates from Kiphire-Pungro assembly constituency along with YBBA officials in Pungro town on Feb. 21.

   Students with Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon and Renthungo Humtsoe in Wokha.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Dimapur, Feb. 25 (EMN): 
As part of the fervent call 
of the Nagaland Baptist 
Church Council (NBCC) 
to the people to stand with 
the principle of ‘clean’ 
elections, the Yimchungrü 
Baptist Borü Amukhungto 
(YBBA) organised a Clean 
Election awareness and 
common platform for can-
didates at Pungro town’s 
public ground on Feb. 
21. A press release from 
YBBA mission secretary 
informed.

T h r e e  c a n d i d a t e s 
namely Torechu from 
NPF, Yankiu from BJP, 
and Lithriyem from NCP 
shared their manifestoes 
and visions for the people. 
They also assured to stand 
by the call of churches for 
clean election and also 
urged the voters not to lose 
their Christian principles 
while exercising their right 
to vote.

Executive chairman of 
Yimchungrü Tribal Coun-

D i m a p u r,  Fe b.  2 5 
(EMN): Nagaland’s Chief 
Election Officer Abhi-
jit Sinha has informed 
that CCTV surveillance 
has been established at 
all the polling stations 
across the state with ei-
ther webcasting or video 
facilities to ensure free 
and fair elections.

Cameras will  be 
mounted in the poll-
ing stations at sufficient 
height and it shall be 
so placed to cover the 
maximum possible area 
in the polling station 
without hampering the 
secrecy of vote, it was 
informed. The camera 
will clearly capture and 
transmit the following 
aspects of the poll pro-
ceedings: the mock poll, 
process of identification 
of voter by polling offic-
er; application of indel-
ible ink on the finger of 
the voter; initialization 
of control unit of EVM 
by presiding officer after 
satisfactory identifica-
tion of voter, it was in-
formed. 

cil (YTC), president of Pub-
lic Forum Pungro Sub-Di-
vision (PFPSD), president 

of Pungro Area College 
Students’ Union (PACSU), 
Head GB of Pungro town 

and pastor of Pungro Town 
Baptist Church (PTBC) 
shared their concerns and 

views towards the peace-
ful, development oriented 
and clean election. 

Dimapur, Feb. 25 (EMN): The Nagaland 
State Legal Services Authority (NSLSA) has 
informed that it has digitized legal service 
clinics in all jails across Nagaland during 
Feb. 14-24. This was informed by the legal 
authorities on Sat. 

The project is aimed to maintain prop-
er record keeping of the activities in clinics 
and to have data with regard to the court 
cases pertaining to each prisoner readily 
accessible in the said clinics. 

Prisoner data is to be maintained in 
local computers which can be accessed by 

the digitized legal services clinic in respec-
tive jails, it informed.

Particulars of orders passed by various 
courts, next date of hearing and others, 
along with the names of advocate repre-
senting the UTPs in the courts will help 
and ensure that no UTPs remain unrepre-
sented. The digitisations of legal clinics in 
district jails were launched by respective 
heads of district legal service authorities.

Clinics were provided with computer 
desktop, printer, internet connectivity, and 
stationeries. 

Dimapur, Feb. 25 (EMN): 
A group calling itself the 
Couples for Christ (CFC) 
of Nagaland held its first 
campus base youth camp 
in Nagaland for students 
of Don Bosco College at 
Mt. Tabor Retreat House 
in Kohima on Feb. 23 and 
the 24th. 

A press release from 
the CFC issued on Feb. 
24 mentioned that the 
youth camp was the entry 
point for the CFC Youth for 
Christ (YFC).

The young adult’s pro-
gramme of the CFC envis-
ages bringing teenagers 
and young adults into an 
experience with Christ 
through the YFC. 

The youth camp is de-
scribed as a place where 
participants can listen 
to the word of God pro-
claimed by other young 
adults in an environment 
of ‘fun and excitement,’ 
where they do not experi-
ence any form of pressure 
from adults. 

It is said to be a venue 
for the young to form and 
build friendship through 
sports and games as well 
as an opportunity to share 
ideas, experience and en-
tertain one another in a 

Dimapur, Feb. 25 (EMN): 
The Lotha Student’s Un-
ion of St. Joseph’s College, 
Jakhama came out in sup-
port of Clean Election initi-
ated by Nagaland Baptist 

Church Council. 
The union remarked 

the necessity for peace and 
security in the Wokha dis-
trict. 

Lamenting over the 

present scenario in the 
district, the union called 
upon the citizens to shun 
all forms of violence and 
embrace peaceful coexist-
ence.  

It further urged the vot-
ers to elect God fearing, 
cultured and person who 
have potential to bring all 
round development in the 
district. 

Dimapur, Feb. 25 (EMN): The Wokha Battalion of 
Assam Rifles under the aegis of HQ IGAR (N) with 
police representative conducted an operation at 
Niroyo tri junction, in Wokha district on Feb. 25, 
seized Indian-made foreign liquor worth INR 2 
lakh.  Update from Assam Rifle authority on Sun. 
informed about the seizure.

In this connection, one Rubongo Humtsoe, son 
of Tsenthungo Humtsoe, resident of PWD colony 
in Wokha is said to have been apprehended. The 
seized articles have been handed over to Wokha 
police station.

Dimapur, Feb. 25 (EMN): Medziphema Battalion of 
Assam Rifles and police representative during the 
operation at Thileha village of Dimapur district on 
Feb. 25, found one Pt 22 mm pistol with magazine and 
one live round from the house one Kevise Zomi, NSCN 
(R) cadre, resident of Thileha village, Half Nagarjan. 
A press release from the troop’s  authority informed 
on Sun.  

 The arms and ammunition were said to have been 
handed over to Diphupar police station.

Dimapur, Feb. 25 (EMN): As a part of 
its annual activities, the Legal Literacy 
Club of the Government Higher Sec-
ondary School at Wokha visited and 
district jail and conducted awareness 
programme on Feb. 24. Updates from 
the club informed on Sat. 

Deputy Superintendent of District 
Jail, Yanrenthung Kikon welcoming 
and appreciating the club members 
and the programme officials, encour-

aged them to take up such initiatives 
as it is benefiting the society.

Resource person, superintend-
ent of observation home Wokha 
enlighten the inmates with prison 
rights giving special references to the 
Indian Constitution that empowers 
the inmates to get access the Funda-
mental Rights.

The superintendent said that the 
prisoners could not enjoy full funda-

mental rights but that does not cease 
certain rights guaranteed to them by 
just being a human. He also told the 
prisoners to table any grievances to 
the concerned officials and the court 
if any.

Club teacher in-charge Mharoni 
motivated the inmates to change their 
habits and live a dignity life. She gave 
some practices how to transform 
themselves.

Dimapur, Feb. 25 (EMN): As the 
Nagaland administration gears 
up for the elections on Feb. 27 to 
the Nagaland Legislative Assem-
bly, Home Commissioner Ab-
hishek Singh has observed that 
certain ‘vested interests and an-
tisocial elements’ are spreading 
rumours that can result in caus-
ing unrest and tension among 
various communities. 

For stated reason, the com-
missioner has warned against 
spreading rumours which can 
cause unrest in the society. They 

will be dealt with severely by 
employing appropriate sections 
of the law. 

Sp re a d i n g  o f  r u m o u r s 
through WhatsApp or social me-
dia is also a criminal act.  Such 
offence is classified as public 
mischief and is punishable as per 
Section 505 of Indian Penal Code, 
the press release stated.

The relevant clauses of Sec-
tion 505 are:

505 (1) whoever makes, pub-
lishes or circulates any state-
ment, rumour or report, with 

intent to cause, or which is likely 
to cause, fear or alarm to the 
public, or to any section of the 
public whereby any person may 
be induced to commit an offence 
against the state or against the 
public tranquillity; or with intent 
to incite, or which is likely to in-
cite, any class or community of 
persons to commit any offence 
against any other class or com-
munity shall be punished with 
imprisonment which may ex-
tend to three years, or with fine, 
or with both.

505 (2) Whoever makes, pub-
lishes, or circulates any state-
ment or report containing ru-
mour or alarming news with 
intent to create or promote, or 
which is likely to create or pro-
mote, on grounds of religion, 
race, place of birth, residence, 
language, caste or community 
or any other ground whatsoever, 
feelings of enmity, hatred or ill-
will between different religious, 
racial, language or regional 
groups or castes or communities, 
shall be punished with imprison-

ment which may extend to three 
years, or with fine, or with both.

The above clauses will also 
be applicable if anyone uses 
WhatsApp or social media for 
spreading rumours, the commis-
sioner said.

All are requested to refrain 
from forwarding any messages, 
photographs or videos that have 
not been verified independently.

Police and law enforcement 
agencies are making all possible 
efforts to ensure safe, secure, free 
and fair elections, it informed.

Dimapur, Feb. 25 (EMN): 
Maintaining that the Naga 
people have lost the values 
of honesty, decency and 
Christian principles, the 
Nagaland Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (NPCC) 
has appealed to the elec-
torate to elect God-fear-
ing, secular-minded rep-
resentatives to form the 
government for Nagaland. 
This is to ‘salvage’ the Naga 
society from transforming 
into a ‘Hindutva’ society, 
the NPCC said.

A press release t he 
NPCC’s president, K The-
rie, has appealed to the 
electorate to vote con-
sciously during the forth-
coming Nagaland state 
assembly elections by 
electing God-fearing can-
didates for a secular, cor-
ruption-free government 
and to finding a honour-
able solution to the Naga 
political problem.

Stating to uphold stat-
ed principles, the state’s 
Congress has committed 
to acting as a ‘deterrent in 
the new state assembly.’

While pointing out that 
the people of other nations 
elect their representatives 
based on issues, Therie la-
mented that ‘80% or more 
voters in Nagaland con-
sider corruption as a nor-
mal system.’ He, therefore, 
said it would be foolish to 
expect change from the 
Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) 
and the Bharatiya Janata 

Party (BJP) ‘whose motive 
is to completely ruin Nagas 
culture, infrastructure and 
systems.’ 

Therie urged the Nagas 
not to believe in the prom-
ises of the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for a ‘cor-
ruption-free government’ 
as he was ‘in alliance with 
the most corrupt leaders 
of previous government in 
the state.’ 

“His promises of devel-
opment will not fool the 
people of Nagaland for the 
people have not forgotten 
the empty promises he 
has been making since 
2014,” Therie stated in the 
press release. He said that 
the slogan of ‘change’ ad-
vocated by the BJP-NDPP 
alliance was only to ‘collec-
tively loot the state for an-
other five years and leave a 
legacy of debt.’ 

Further, Therie said 
that Narendra Modi would 
not be in office anymore 
after May 2019 and forever 
‘as India is tired of his false 
promises.’ The Congress 
believes in freedom of reli-
gion, culture and customs 
while the BJP believes in 
the ‘uniform civil code’ — 
one nation, one religion, 
one law and one tax, the 
NPCC stated.

Stating that the state 
assembly elections would 
be a choice between secu-
larism and communalism, 
Therie has called upon 
the voters to exercise their 
franchise with wisdom.

wholesome environment, 
where Christian values 
are talked about and are 
actively practiced.

The youth camp is said 
to provide opportunities 
for one to serve as speak-

ers, facilitators, and sports 
and games coordinators 
etc. It also provides a plat-
form for them to grow in 
other services that are es-
sential to the life of young 
people.

Lotha students of SJC come out in support of clean election



A collection of vehicles inside the State Stadium in Dimapur on Feb. 25 kept for use during the elections in 
Nagaland.
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Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 25 (EMN): With the 
new face in Nagaland politics 
Nationalist Democratic Progres-
sive Party (NDPP) and its ally 
Bharatiya Janata Party, and the 
ruling Naga People’s Front (NPF) 
poised for a fierce electoral battle 
on Feb. 27, the official campaign-
ing period for political parties 
came to an end in the state on 
Sun. evening. 

Voting to 59 out of 60 as-
sembly constituencies will take 
place on Tue. and the counting 
of votes will be on Mar. 3. The 
NDPP's chief ministerial candi-
date Neiphiu Rio was declared 
elected unopposed from the 11th 
Northern Angami-II assembly 
constituency (AC).

The NDPP-BJP alliance and 
the NPF both have been aggres-
sive in their respective election 
campaign characterised by an 
exchange of sharp barbs and 
retorts. Rio was the star cam-

paigner for the NDPP while the 
BJP had Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Union Minister of State for 
Home Affairs and BJP election in-
charge of Nagaland Kiren Rijiju, 
and Defence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman. The NPF's chief Dr. 
Shürhozelie Liezietsu and Chief 
Minister TR Zeliang led the NPF 
campaign across the state seek-
ing votes for their party.

A total of 195 candidates are in 
the fray, including chief minister 
Zeliang, who is contesting from 
7th Peren AC on the NPF ticket.

The NPF is fielding 58 can-
didates while the NDPP has 40 
and its ally BJP 20; the National 
People’s Party (NPP) has 25; the 
Indian National Congress (INC) 
18, Janata Dal (United) 13, Na-
tionalist Congress Party (NCP) 
six, Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) three, 
Lok Janshakti Party (LJP) two  and 
11 independents. 

There are five women candi-
dates in the fight this election and 

5,79,108 are female voters.
A total of 11,70,507 voters (ex-

cluding 11th Northern Angami-II 
AC)  will exercise their franchise 
in the Feb. 27 polls. Polling will 
be held in 2,156 polling stations 
across 59 constituencies where 
555 polling stations will be we-
bcasted while the rest will be 
covered by offline videography.

Altogether, 17 different sym-
bols are on offer for the state’s 
electorates to choose from. The 
NPF with its ‘cock,’ NDPP with 
the ‘globe,’ BJP with ‘lotus,’ NPP 
with ‘book,’ JD (U) with ‘arrow,’ 
NCP with ‘clock,’ AAP with its 
‘broom,’ and the LJP with ‘bun-
galow’ as its symbol. 

Meanwhile, four independ-
ent candidates have opted for 
‘candle’ as their symbol, two for 
‘torch’ while five others have 
chosen ‘scissors’, ‘dao’, ‘pen nip,’ 
‘roadroller’ and ‘bread,’ in that 
order.

The state's election establish-

ment issued a press release on 
Sun. announcing the closure of 
the campaigning period at 4 pm 
– 48 hours prior to polling. 

It informed that out of the 60 
assembly seats, 59 were reserved 
for candidates belonging to the 
scheduled tribes while a solitary 
seat is for general candidates.      

“Since November, polling sta-
tions have been classified in three 
categories – critical, vulnerable 
and normal, where in the last 
election if voting was more than 
75% or a candidate got 75% of the 
votes or places with complaints 
or booth capturing falls under 
critical category, cases with threat 
of intimation to voters or element 
of violence falls under vulnerable 
category and others are placed in 
normal category. Presently there 
are 1100 critical, 530 vulnerable 
and 566 normal polling stations 
which were classified by DCs, SPs 
and respective administrative of-
ficers,” it stated. 

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Feb. 25 (EMN): 
The effect of Nagaland's 
assembly elections have 
been felt in Karbi Anglong 
and other districts of 
neighbouring Assam. 

At least 150 vehicles 
including buses and Tata 
Sumo (taxis) were requi-
sitioned for the Nagaland 
polls from Diphu bus sta-
tion on Sat. afternoon. 
The vehicles were requi-
sitioned for transpiration 

of election officials and 
security personnel even as 
Nagaland goes to the polls 
on Feb. 27. 

A district official from 
the Transport department 
here told Eastern Mirror 
that the vehicles were 
requisitioned to 'facilitate 
smooth conduct of the 
elections' because there 
was a ‘likelihood of distur-
bances’ in the aftermath of 
some Naga organisations 
opposing the elections. 

Out of the 150 vehi-
cles, 80 were from Karbi 
Anglong district while the 
rest was from Nagoan and 
Lanka. This in turn caused 
shortage of buses in the 
district. 

A travel agency admit-
ted that while there was 
shortage of buses now, 
commuters have to be 
patient till the elections in 
Nagaland concludes. The 
problem was not “major,” 
according to the agency. 

New Delhi, Feb. 25 (IANS): 
Stepping up its efforts to 
prevent train derailments, 
Indian Railways is opting 
for the latest technology 
to reduce its dependence 
on manual inspections 
and to improve the track 
maintenance system of its 
rail network.

Automatic track ge-
ometry-cum-video in-
spection systems, ballast 
regulating machines, rail 
grinding machines, au-
tomated multifunction 
track recording cars and 
ultrasonic flaw detection 
systems (USFD) are some 
of the modern equip-
ment to be procured by 
the state-run transporter 
at an estimated cost of Rs 
2,726 crore.

The Railways has al-

located Rs 7,267 crore in 
the 2018-19 budget for 
safety-related works -- in-
cluding track inspection, 
repair and maintenance 
-- a massive jump from 
Rs 1,933 crore in 2017-18, 
underlining the top prior-
ity its is giving to accident 
prevention measures.

"Till now, the Rail-
ways depended heavily 
on manual monitoring 
method to detect cracks 
in rail, defective fittings, 
ballasts, concrete sleepers 
and other track-related 
systems," said a Railway 
Ministry official.

The inspection of 
tracks has a clear bear-
ing on safety and with in-
creased train speeds and 
traffic, manual inspections 
are not only becoming 

Dimapur, Feb. 25 (EMN): 
Violence in the serially 
volatile assembly con-
stituency of 28th Koridang 
in Mokokchung district 
continues to dominate 
the front-pages of local 
newspapers even as the 
constituency’s Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) candidate 
Lima Imchen on Sun. re-
ported rival Naga People’s 
Front (NPF) to the Elec-
tion Commission of India 
(ECI) on charges of ‘am-
bushing’ his supporters.

In a letter of complaint 
to the ECI, Imchen stated 
that his supporters were 
‘ambushed and injured’ 
in a location between Ali-
chen and Longkhum by 
NPF workers using ‘so-
phisticated / automat-
ic weapons’ on Feb. 25 
morning. 

Imchen stated that he 
had written to the general 
observer of 28th Koridang 
assembly constituency 
on Feb. 24 containing a 

Dimapur, Feb. 25 (EMN): The Na-
tionalist Democratic Progressive Par-
ty (NDPP) on Sun. sought to ‘dismiss 
all false rumours and propaganda’ 
being spread against the interest of 
the party. 

A press release from the party as-
sured the “citizens of the state that we 
will carry the voice and aspirations 
of the masses and stand firm on the 
commitments which we have given 
to the electorates.”

It stated that the NDPP-BJP alli-
ance was confident of securing ab-
solute majority under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Neiphiu Rio, the NDPP’s chief 
ministerial candidate. It assured to 
provide ‘progressive development, 
boost economic growth and facilitate 
lasting peace’ in the state. 

“The NDPP has full faith on the 
wisdom of the Naga people and we 
will not resort to any form of false 
rumours or propaganda that spreads 
lies. We have carried out a clean, 
mature and responsible campaign, 
highlighting our principles, values 
and our vision for Nagaland. 

“We assure the people that we 
will provide transparent govern-
ment, combat corruption and bring 
about a culture of meritocracy with 
prevalence of social justice under the 
principles of our motto, deeds not 
words,” the statement read. 

Dimapur, Feb. 25 (EMN): A 
top officer of the Nagaland 
government has been charged 
with engaging in ‘openly can-
vassing’ for a candidate in 
Peren district. Consequently, 
the officer in concern has been 
reported to the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI). 

The Nationalist Democrat-
ic Progressive Party's (NDPP) 
unit of 7th Peren assembly 
constituency has submitted 
a complaint to the ECI stating 
that Kelei Zeliang, comm. and 
secy. of Urban Development 
“has openly carried out can-
vassing in support of NPF can-

didate of 7-Peren A/C alluring 
the innocent public voters 
with government schemes.”

It stated that the party 
had attached photographs to 
support its submission and 
appealed to the ECI to ‘look 
into the matter with outmost 
seriousness as per the election 
conduct rules.’ It alleged that 
the official had campaigned 
at three villages namely Gaili, 
Punglwa and Ngwalwa in 
Peren distirct. A copy of the 
statement of complaint to the 
ECI was issued to the press on 
Feb. 25.  

In a separate statement, 

the NDPP's media and com-
munication committee ex-
pressed concern: “This is a 
serious breach of rules, as he 
not only supported a candi-
date of a political party in a 
public platform, but also used 
government facilities, cars and 
security guards in his political 
activities. 

“The concerned officer 
(sic) has not only misused his 
position but also breached the 
trust and confidence placed 
upon him by the government. 
He has set a poor example 
despite being a senior officer 
who is expected to display 

exemplary behaviour and 
conduct. The NDPP demands 
the concerned authority to 
immediately suspend the con-
cerned officer and institute 
a high level enquirer. The of-
ficer should be arrested and 
befitting punishment should 
be carried out to set the right 
example for all government 
servants,” it stated. 

The party has reiterated 
its commitment to the call for 
'clean' election campaigns 
sounded by the church in 
Nagaland and has appealed 
to everyone to adhere to the 
Model Code of Conduct.   

Puducherry, Feb. 25 (IANS): Coming down 
heavily on the Congress and its rule over 
India, Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
Sunday said that the party's government 
have done "injustice" to the people.

Addressing a public rally here, Modi 
said India's first Prime Minister Jawaharlal 
Nehru ruled the nation for 17 years, his 
daughter Indira Gandhi for 14 years and 
followed by her son Rajiv Gandhi for five 
years and the same family ran a govern-
ment by "remote control" for a long time, 

Thus one one family, directly or indi-
rectly, ruled the country for 48 years.

Noting that in May, his government 
will complete 48 months in power, he 

called on intellectuals to think what the 
nation achieved in 48 years and what was 
achieved in a similar number of months.

Modi said several countries that at-
tained independence after India are ahead 
of our country in terms of development. 
Attacking the Congress government in 
Puducherry, he said it had done injustice 
to its people by not focusing on the devel-
opment, asking why the union territory is 
lagging other regions of India.

He said Puducherry is endowed with 
resources and its people has the capacity to 
touch new heights. Referring to the Sagar-
mala scheme of the central government, 
Modi said the central government is usher-

ing in an era of port led development. Modi 
also spoke about the different schemes 
of the central government like Jan Dhan 
Yojana, Mudra Yojana and others which 
are helping the people across the country.

He said the Central government's 
healthcare scheme would benefit 10 crore 
poor famililes providing insurance cover-
age up to Rs 500,000 per family per year.

Modi also said that the Congress would 
be left only with V.Narayanasamy as its 
Chief Minister from June onwards, as the 
party will be sent out in the three north-
eastern states where elections are being 
held, and similarly be voted out in Kar-
nataka.

Dimapur, Feb. 25 (EMN): Citing fear 
of ‘breach of peace and anticipated 
disturbance of public tranquillity,’ the 
Mokokchung district administration 
has clamped prohibitive orders under 
section 144 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code in the entire district. 

The order came into effect from 4 
pm of Feb. 25 and shall be in force till 
Feb. 28. According to the order, any as-
sembly of more than five persons at a 

given place and carrying of ‘firearms, 
stones, lathis, explosive materials or 
any such items’ are prohibited.

According to the deputy commis-
sioner of Mokokchung, the order has 
been issued to 'ensure smooth con-
duct of elections in the district.’ 

Exemptions have been made for 
‘government officials involved in the 
conduct of elections, maintenance of 
law and order and essential services.’  

Candidate questions alleged bias of 
police official; reports to ECI

Campaigning period in Nagaland concludes Diphu public transportation feels 
the pinch of Nagaland elections 

Railways opt for tech worth INR 3 cr. to enhance track safety 

Vicious cycle of violence 
continues in Mokokchung 

NDPP-BJP alliance 
convinced of 
absolute majority  

Top state official charged with campaigning in Peren 

BJP's 48 months rule must be compared 
to Congress' 48 years, says Modi

Mkg district placed under Sec. 144 CrPC
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PM takes dig at Cong dynasty 
rule; predicts BJP win in NE  |  P8

Real Madrid beat Alaves 
4-0 in La-Liga    |   P12
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 20° 12°

Agartala 31° 17°

Gangtok 20° 06°

Guwahati 26° 15°

Imphal 21° 09°

Itanagar 20° 12°

Shillong 17° 07°

Delhi 29° 15°

Kolkata 32° 20°

Chennai 33° 23°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 18° 08°
DIMAPUR 24° 14°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 4mm 80%
DIMAPUR 2mm 93%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

Mirror Takes

Sorry, I know it's not a sin 
but I've already taken money 
from the other candidate...it's 
embarrassing to accept your 

offer now. 

~ Arien

Education is the most 
powerful weapon 

which you can use to 
change the world.

~ Nelson Mandela

Bollywood mourns ‘brilliant, 
beautiful’ Sridevi’s demise |  P10

unsafe for the inspecting 
staff but are also becoming 
difficult due to the shorter 
intervals between running 
trains.

"Now the focus is to 
shift from the manual 
method to state-of-the-art 
technology like the au-
tomatic track geometry-
cum-video inspection sys-
tem to detect defects. It is 
a proven technology and 
operational worldwide, 
including in Germany and 
Britain," the official said.

In the first phase, these 
will be fitted under the last 
coach or the guard's van 
of fast-moving Rajdhani 
trains. The system is ca-
pable of recording track 
geometry and video foot-
age of track components 
which can be assessed 

by officials for necessary 
action.

"We are procuring 16 
automatic track geome-
try-cum-video inspection 
systems, and 12 vehicular 
USFD machines to detect 
flaws in the tracks," the 
official said.

Besides, the Railways 
is also acquiring eight rail 
grinding machines to re-
move minute cracks on 
the tracks and 40 axle box 
accelerometers to detect 
unevenness on the rails.

The Railways shopping 
list also includes 30 ballast 
regulating machines, 20 
ballast cleaning machines 
and four automated mul-
tifunction track recording 
cars to strengthen and 
upgrade its track mainte-
nance systems.

complaint that the SDPO of 
Mokokchung police was “act-
ing like a paid agent of the 
rival NPF candidate unabash-
edly.” He had asked the gen-
eral observer to “rein in this 
rampaging officer before he 
deteriorates the peaceful and 
calm situation at Longkhum 
and bring disrepute to his 
cadre.”

He had alleged that on Feb. 
21, the officer in concern had 
‘without any rhyme or reason’ 
harassed and threatened to ar-
rest NDPP workers including 
women of Longkhum village. 

“But, it appears that no 
timely action was taken from 
his end, because this morn-
ing armed NPF workers am-
bushed my supporters be-
tween Alichen and Longkhum 
(Mokokchung district, Naga-
land) causing injuries by us-
ing sophisticated / automatic 
weapons.

“It is reported that NPF 
armed workers planned to at-
tack Longkhum village in the 
same way they did at Chungtia 
village yesterday. It is neces-
sary that enough central para 
military forces be deployed 
at Longkhum and Alichen in 
place of local police and IRB 
so that free polling can be 
done in these places without 
danger to their lives. There-
fore, I strongly urge you to 
take necessary and immediate 
action against these armed 
NPF workers through proper 
administrative channels,” the 
letter to the ECI read. 

Copies of the letters of 
complaint – one addressed 
to the ECI and the other to 
the general observer – were 
made available to the press 
on Feb. 25. 
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Shillong, Feb. 25 (IANS): 
The high-decibel cam-
paign for assembly elec-
tions in Meghalaya, where 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) is seeking to unseat 
the ruling Congress, ended 
on Sunday.

Voting to the 59 of 60 
assembly constituencies 
will take place on Tuesday 
morning. The counting 
of votes will take place on 
March 3.

Election in William-
nagar Assembly seat has 
been adjourned following 
the killing of Nationalist 
Congress Party candidate, 
Jonathone Sangma in an 
IED blast at Sawilgre area 
in East Garo Hills district 
on February 18.

Both the Congress 
and the BJP have been 
aggressive in their elec-
tion campaign this time. 

Leading from the front, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, BJP Chief Amit Shah 
and host of top BJP lead-
ers campaigned across 
the state seeking votes for 
their party.

Congress President Ra-
hul Gandhi besides senior 
party leaders including 
former Chief Ministers 
Tarun Gogoi (Assam) and 
Oommen Chandy (Kerala) 
travelled across the state 
urging 18.44 lakh voters to 
vote for Congress.

A total of 361 candi-
dates are in the fray, in-
cluding Chief Minister 
Mukul Sangma contesting 
from two assembly seats - 
Ampati and Songsak - in 
Garo Hills region in west-
ern Meghalaya.

Prominent candidates 
in the fray include Home 
Minister Horju Donkupar 

Roy Lyngdoh, Informa-
tion Technology Minis-
ter Ampareen Lyngdoh, 
Assembly Speaker Abu 
Taher Mondal of the Con-
gress, Leader of Opposi-
tion Donkupar Roy of the 
United Democratic Party, 
Hill State People’s Demo-
cratic Party Chief, Ardent 
Miller Basaiawmoit and 
former Union Minis-
ter Agatha K.Sangma of 
National People’s Party 
(NPP). 

While the NPP and the 
BJP have fielded 53 and 47 
candidates respectively, 
the United Democratic 
Party, the Hill State Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party 
and the Garo National 
Council -- which have 
forged a regional alliance 
-- have fielded 35, 13 and 
five candidates respec-
tively.

Guwahati, Feb. 25 (IANS): Accus-
ing the BJP of playing the politics 
of religion, senior Congress leader 
Ghulam Nabi Azad on Sunday said 
the party had been entering the 
people’s kitchen to see what meat 
they were eating.

“They have gone to the kitch-
ens of people or hostels to see what 
meat is being eaten or kept in the 
fridges there. That has never been 
the responsibility of the ruling 
party in India,” he said at a press 
conference here after returning 

from Meghalaya, where polls will 
be held on February 27 along with 
Nagaland.

“Ours is a country with diver-
sity. India is not used to such in-
terferences by the government on 
people’s food habits or who goes 
to a temple, mosque, church, or 
gurdwara,” Azad said.

He also accused the Bharatiya 
Janata Party of forming the gov-
ernment in Manipur by misusing 
constitutional offices. 

“They are somehow manag-

ing the governments in these two 
states with borrowed leaders. Now 
they are using muscle and money 
power to win elections in Megha-
laya, Nagaland and Tripura,” the 
former Union Minister said. 

Referring to a presser by four 
Judges of the Supreme Court in 
Delhi over the functioning of the 
apex court, he said: “It is perhaps 
the first time in the history of the 
world that four Judges have to 
speak to save democracy in the 
country. 

He said the BJP had done great 
injustice to the country, particu-
larly the northeastern states. 

“The previous United Progres-
sive Alliance government ear-
marked the northeastern states 
as special category states, which 
entitled them to 90 per cent central 
grants for most projects. However, 
the BJP has removed these states 
from special category,” Azad said 
while appealing to the Nagaland 
and Meghalaya voters to carefully 
exercise their franchise.

New Delhi, Feb. 25 (PTI): 
A special Niti forum has 
been created to accelerate 
the central government 
s efforts to spur inclusive 
growth in the northeastern 
region of the country, Un-
ion minister Jitendra Singh 
said today.

He said the Niti forum 
for the Northeast would 
have its secretariat office 

in the Ministry of Devel-
opment of North Eastern 
Region (DoNER).

“The exclusive Niti 
Aayog forum will work to 
identify constraints that 
stand in the way of achiev-
ing accelerated, inclusive 
and sustainable economic 
growth in the eight states of 
the Northeast region,” the 
minister told PTI. It would 

recommend suitable in-
terventions for addressing 
the identified constraints, 
he said. The forum would 
also be tasked to review the 
status of developmental 
works in the Northeast, 
according to the DoNER 
minister.

The forum will be co-
chaired by the vice chair-
man of the Niti Aayog and 

the DoNER minister.
Its members include 

secretaries in the minis-
tries of road transport and 
highways, railways, pow-
er, water resources, river 
development and Ganga 
rejuvenation, new and re-
newable energy, health 
and family welfare, human 
resource development and 
environment, forest and 

climate change.
The chief secretaries 

of all the eight states of 
the region will also be its 
members. 

Secretary, North East 
Council (NEC) will be 
Member Secretary, while 
Joint Secretary (North East) 
in MHA and several other 
experts from other fields 
will also be members.

Shillong, Feb. 25 (PTI): Election authori-
ties in poll-bound Meghalaya have seized 
over Rs 12 lakh in cash from Ri-Bhoi dis-
trict, officials said today.

“In different incidents, the Static 
Surveillance Teams in Ri-Bhoi have 
seized cash amounting to Rs 12.39 lakh 
yesterday,” district election officer C P 
Gotmare told PTI.

He said the formalities in connection 
with the seizure are complete and the 
matter will be referred to Income Tax 
officials for further action, as per ECI 

guidelines.
The SST seized Rs 5,96,000 in the dis-

trict headquarter town of Nongpoh from 
a car, and Rs 1,00,000, Rs 1,43,600 and Rs 
4,00,000, totalling 6,43,600 were seized 
from three different persons in Jorabat 
area, along the inter-state border, the of-
ficial said. In all, election authorities have 
seized over Rs 40 lakh in cash from dif-
ferent districts of the state in the run-up 
to the polls. Elections to the 60-member 
Meghalaya Assembly would be held on 
February 27.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 25 (EMN): 
With theme “save the fu-
ture, pollution is control-
lable,” a campaign against 
pollution was launched 
during a function at Ma-
nipur Pollution Control 
Board (MPCB) premises in 
Imphal on Sun.

The campaign is be-
ing organised by MPCB in 
association with the up-
coming Tanglei Festival of 
Oinam Sports Association 
(OSA) which will be held 
from March 2 till 5th at 
Tangleibung Ground at 
Oinam in Manipur.

Forest and Environ-
ment Minister Thounao-
jam Shyamkumar, Chair-
man L Radhakishore 
Singh of MPCB, MLA S 
Bira Singh(Kumbi), former 
minister and Speaker Dr 
Mohammad Maniruddin 
Shaikh, Member Secretary 
T Mangi Singh of MPCB 
attended the launching 
function as guests of hon-
our along with the MPCB 
staffs.

Speaking during the 
launching programme, 
Th Shyamkumar hoped 
that the campaign would 
create mass awareness 
regarding ways and means 
to control the deteriorat-
ing natural environment 
of the state. He said that 
the campaign is organised 
with an aim to develop all 
round capabilities for a 
clean pollution free envi-
ronment. He said MPCB is 
working with an objective 
to control pollution and 
the protection of the en-
vironmental quality with 
sustainable development.

In his speech, Chair-
man L Radhakishore 
Singh of MPCB said that 
the board in an inquiry 
report found that pollu-
tion is caused mainly by 
the solid waste along with 
the smoke and noise from 
the over polluted vehi-
cles plying in Imphal ar-
eas, mainly diesel autos in 
Khwairamband Keithel, 
main market in Imphal.

Stating that around 

2,000 diesel auto rick-
shaws are entering the 
Imphal city on a daily ba-
sis, Radhakishore said 
that the state government 
has stopped issuing per-
mit till March 31, 2018 as 
a part to solve the issue 
apart from continuous 
consultation with the ex-
perts. 

In the next  stage, 
MPCB will take up nec-
essary steps to monitor 
the pollution of Nambul 
River and Loktak Lake, he 
added.

Minister Shyamkumar 
also flagged off two rallies 
from the MPCB office. The 
rallies - comprising four 
cyclists will tour Imphal, 
Jiribam and Hailakandi 
(Assam) and will return 
back in the same route 
on March 1 next while 
other rally comprising bik-
ers and cyclists will cover 
the routes - Lamphelpat, 
Moirang, Kakching, Thou-
bal and Oinam, carrying 
posters with different slo-
gans.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb 25 (EMN): A 
one day seminar on “Natural 
Capital for Local Economics” 
was held under the aegis of 
Manipur Institute of Tech-
nology (MIT) & Biodiversity 
Ecology & Environment Net-
work Manipur (BEENET Ma-
nipur) in concomitant with 
the 11th Foundation Day of 
BEENET Manipur at Court 
Hall of Manipur University 
on Sun. 

The seminar is aimed at 
stepping in the exploration 
of potential of natural capital 
that the land’s indigenous 
people have been living with 
inseparably as interdepend-
ence, issues of safeguard-
ing the natural capital for 
generation to come and to 
invite attentions of all stake-
holders especially the state’s 
policy makers whose vision-
ary initiative is of the utmost 
importance.

Vice-Chancellor, Ma-
nipur University professor 
Adya Prasad Pandey attend-
ed the inaugural function 
as chief guest while Dean, 
School of Mathematical & 
Physical Science Prof N Ra-
jmuhon Singh and Former 
Dean, Student Welfare & 
Principal MIT, Manipur Prof 
RK Hemakumar Singh at-
tended as functional presi-
dent and guest of honour.

In his speech Prof. Pan-

dey said that it is high time to 
adopt some methods to save 
the biodiversity of the state 
while urging the people to 
protect the natural resources 
from the external invasive 
efforts of exclusivity from 
outside. Also, he reminded 
about the ‘Chipko Andolan’ 
in 1970’s wherein villagers 
hugged the trees and pre-
vented the cutting of trees as 
part of forest conservation 
movement.  

To balance out this de-
mand and supply chain, 
proper coordination is re-
quired to meet this challenge 
and he expressed that such 
seminars will pave the way to 
generate ideas and process 
on how our biodiversity can 
be protected, he said.  

In  his  presidential 
speech Prof Rajmuhon as-
serted that more than 80% 
of people are depending on 
the traditional medicinal 
plants. Citing examples of 
various indigenous plants 
of the state, he raised seri-
ous concern on patenting 
of our indigenous medicinal 
plants by other countries like 
USA and China. He observed 
that indigenous plants like 
“Kekru” is used in extracting 
component which is used 
in the treatment of infertil-
ity, and “Kwa-Manbi” plant, 
Smilax Ovalifolia is used for 
skin diseases. 

Mumbai, Feb. 25 (IANS): Singer Angarag 
Mahanta, also known as Papon, has been 
barred from Essel Group after the singer 
“inappropriately kissed” a minor contest-
ant of one of the group’s shows.

Earlier on Saturday, Papon had tweet-
ed that following the controversy, he 
was in “no mental state to fulfil most of 
my professional obligations” and so he 
stepped down as the judge of singing 
reality show “The Voice India Kids”.

Addressing the issue, Subhash Chan-
dra, Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha 
and Chairman, Essel Group & ZEE, 
tweeted on Saturday: “I have advised 
CMD of the company to take stringent 
action not only against him (Papon) but 
others involved. Papon is barred forever 
from our group.” His recorded episodes 
of the &TV show have also been removed.

Papon landed in trouble after a video 
in which he is seen planting a kiss on the 
lips of the minor girl went viral online on 
Friday. The same day, the National Com-

mission for Protection of Child Rights 
(NCPCR) issued notice to both the singer 
and the channel.

“The Papon incident is unfortunate 
and is unequivocally condemned. Any-
one who fails to abide by our code of con-
duct will not be engaged by our network,” 
read a statement from &TV, which is the 
Hindi GEC of Zee group.

“We have faith in the judicial system 
to take the necessary actions that they 
deem fit. We have extended our full co-
operation to the concerned authorities.”

Immediately after the incident was 
brought to their notice, an internal en-
quiry was initiated. “After the enquiry, 
instant support was extended towards 
the participants and their families.”

An on-call psychologist is available to 
“offer counsel to the children and their 
parents and an external counsel has been 
appointed” to address the situation.

The police in Guwahati have regis-
tered a case against the Assamese singer.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Feb. 25 (EMN): Five 
villages under Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council (KAAC) 
have dual citizenship of Kar-
bi Anglong and Meghalaya. 
President of United Karbi Stu-
dents Association (UKSA) Ratan 
Terang said this during a press 
conference held at its office on 
Feb. 25. He said that these five 
villages bordering Meghalaya 

are ‘enjoying their votes in Karbi 
Anglong and Meghalaya as well.’

The villages are Panpura, 
Umteli, Umwang, Sabuda, Um-
lapher and Umat under Ching-
thong and Amri constituency 
of KAAC. 

Ratan Terang said that more 
than 5,000 voters are found 
having dual citizenship. He said 
this happens because of lack of 
development in the border area 

while citing that immediate land 
patta has to be issued to the said 
villages from the KAAC while 
outpost police station should be 
installed immediately. 

When enquired about the 
villagers having dual citizenship, 
Terang highlighted that the Kha-
sis, Garos and the Nepali com-
munities are obtaining the dual 
citizenship in Karbi Anglong and 
Meghalaya. 

The Meghalya polls is on 
Feb. 27  and the bordered villag-
ers will cast their votes in Rib-
hoi constituency of Meghalya, 
added Terang.  

Ratan Terang requested the 
authority of KAAC and the As-
sam government to intervene 
the matter at the earliest failing 
on which the student bodies 
will launch ‘democratic ways’ 
of protest.

EM Images

Manipur forest minister Th Shyamkumar flagging of a cycle rally as part of launching campaign against pol-
lution in Manipur on Sunday.

Campaigning ends 
for Meghalaya polls

BJP has entered kitchens to see what’s cooking — Cong. leader

Govt. forms Niti forum for inclusive growth of NE

Election officials seize INR 12 lakh in M’laya

Campaign against pollution 
launched in Imphal

Seminar for local 
economy held in Manipur 

Papon ‘barred forever’ from 
Essel Group after kiss row

Five villages in KAAC enjoying ‘dual citizenship’ with Meghalaya

Mirror Crossword 1745sud0ku 1585
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1744

ACROSS
1. Abyss
6. White beam or rowan tree
10. Hurry away
14. German for “Row” or “Array”
15. Not false
16. Margarine
17. River separating Israel and Moab 

(Bible)
18. Stagger or sway
19. Between the ribs and pelvis
20. John Milton bibliographer C.A. 

________
22. Romance writer ______ Banks
24. Waterproof canvas covering
25. Alters
26. Trouble or bother
29. Lions
30. Emanate
31. Tree-boring bird
37. City in North Dakota
39. Gorilla or chimpanzee
40. Sedimentary rock
41. Preoccupy
44. Actor ____ Alda
45. Mimicks
46. Gambling house
48. Arranges or groups
52. Amount required in payment
53. Supply with oxygen
54. Leathers
58. Unsophisticated
59. Japanese legislative assembly
61. Dispensed with or in reserve
62. Essence
63. Compile or modify
64. Blend into one
65. Fortune teller
66. Actress Tyne ____
67. Model rocket company
 
DOWN
1. Garbage (slang)

2. Consort of Zeus
3. Is not (slang)
4. Between 2nd and 3rd
5. Degrading work
6. Throat infection
7. Mineral bearing rocks
8. Regret
9. Hotel porter
10. Broadway composer Robert 

Emmett _____
11. With
12. River in France 
13. Sharpens
21. Sketched

23. Lessens
25. Yields
26. Used to make rope
27. Chieftain
28. Trigonometric function
29. Runs with long easy strides
32. Fertile areas in deserts
33. Criticizes or rebukes
34. Hindu goddess of death and 

destruction
35. Style or grace
36. City in Nevada
38. Browned bread 
42. Hurried

43. Flat-bottomed boat
47. Feel inferior or embarrassed
48. Walking sticks
49. Rental contract
50. Get up
51. Less dangerous
52. Brand of sewing thread
54. Provide a ship with interior 

planking
55. Soil
56. Sharpened side
57. Observes
60. Mountain in central Crete

solutions to suD0ku 1584
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Resource persons and participants of a training event on mentorship share in a group photograph on Feb. 24 at the Kumlong Baptist Church.

District officers of Longleng, and security and police officers, discuss during a recent meeting to review 
security arrangements in the district as part of preparations for the assembly polls.  

Personnel of the Border Security Force on patrol.  

Graduates and faculty members of Calvary Bible Institute at their graduation day ceremony at Life Spring Corner in Dimapur. 

Church mentors school children’s mentors

Calvary colleges sends out the faithful young

CBI files case against private sugar 
company, officials for bank fraud

Districts review security 
arrangements for polls 

AYO appeals to people to 
maintain peace  on polling day 

BSF keeping watch

Dimapur, Feb. 25 (EMN): 
The Christian Education 
Ministry of Kumlong in 
Mokokchung district con-
ducted its first ‘teachers’ 
mentor’s orientation’ pro-

gram ‘with special em-
phasis on Sunday school 
children,’ on Feb. 24 at the 
Kumlong Baptist Church.

The organisers issued 
a press release on Sun. 

offering details about 
the event. Twenty-three 
teachers attended the ori-
entation, it was informed.

The resource per-
son for the event was 

Arenla, lecturer at Clark 
Theological College in 
Mokokchung. “Ms. Arenla 
while addressing to the 
gathered teachers men-
tioned that each teacher 

Dimapur Feb. 25 (EMN): An 
institution, Dimapur-based 
Calvary Bible Institute (CBI) 
conducted its 6th batch gradu-
ation ceremony on Fri. at Life 
Spring Corner in Dimapur. The 
event was conducted based on 
the scripture verse of Isaiah 60:1 
(“Arise, shine, for your light has 
come, and the glory of the Lord 
rises upon you.) 

“It is a time arises and shines 
in the light and glory of God 
which has been imparted upon 

all the believers. People have 
been hiding or were in the cap-
tivity because they were without 
the light. But now light has come 
and Glory of God is given…” the 
organisers stated in a press re-
lease that was issued on Sun.  

According to the press re-
lease, the director of the insti-
tute Rev. Suk Kumar Chettri ad-
dressed tge students. He urged 
them to ‘rise and shine to preach 
and to save souls as the light is 
given during the one year of Bi-

ble training; the student are now 
filled with light and knowledge 
of God’s calling in their life,’ ac-
cording to the press release.   

‘He informed the students 
that they have been filled with 
light and that it was time for 
them to rise and shine so that 
the people would follow them,’ 
the press release stated. But, the 
updates stated,  he reminded 
them to continue to spent time 
in the presence of God ‘to shine 
and be filled with His glory as 

Moses use to do during which 
people were unable to see his 
face as the glory of God shone 
on his face…’

The students were also cited 
based on the students’ ministry 
report, the updates stated.

Some of the highlights of the 
programme included music and 
testimony from the institution’s 
graduates; a dance perform-
ance by youths of Nepali Baptist 
Church at Kohima and prayers 
for the graduates.

New Delhi, Feb. 25 (IANS): 
The CBI on Sunday regis-
tered a bank fraud cases 
against a Uttar Pradesh 
based private sugar com-
pany, its top officials along 
with unknown bank offi-
cials for allegedly causing 
loss of Rs 109 crore to Ori-
ental Bank of Commerce, 
officials said.

According to Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) officials, the Hapur-
based Simbhaoli Sugars Ltd 
in 2011 fraudulently divert-
ed funds received as loans 
for sugarcane farmers and 
self help groups.

CBI also conducted 
searches at offices of the 
company and residences 
of its officials at eight plac-
es, including one location 
each in Hapur and Noida, 
and six locations in Delhi.

“Searches are being 
conducted at eight premis-
es including residences of 
Directors, factory, corpo-
rate office and registered 
office of the company in 
Delhi, Hapur and Noida,” 
CBI spokesperson Ab-
hishek Dayal told IANS. 

The agency has named 
the company’s Chairman 
and Managing Director, 
its Directors, CEO, Chief 
Financial Officer and un-
known bank officials and 
other private persons, un-
der charges of criminal 
conspiracy, cheating, for-
gery slapping sections un-
der Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act for causing loss to 
the bank.

Officials said that the 
Bank sanctioned a loan 

amounting to Rs 148.60 
crore in 2011 to the pri-
vate company for financ-
ing individual, Joint Li-
ability Groups, Self-Help 
Groups under the tie-up 
arrangement under the 
RBI Scheme to 5,762 sug-
arcane farmers supplying 
sugar produce to said pri-
vate company during the 
period from January 25 to 
March 13, 2012. It has been 
alleged that the company 
has diverted funds for per-
sonal use.

According to complaint, 
the account turned Non 
Performing Asset (NPA) on 
March 31, 2015 and was lat-
er declared as alleged fraud 
by the bank to RBI on May 
13, 2015 for an amount of 
Rs 97.85 crore.

It was further alleged 
that in addition to the ex-
isting NPA as on March 
31, 2015, the bank, under 
multiple banking arrange-
ments, had sanctioned an-
other corporate loan of Rs 
110 crore to the sugar com-
pany on January 28, 2015, 
to pay its outstanding loan 
of Rs 97.85 crore, and ad-
justed the total liability of 
Rs. 112.9 crore of said pri-
vate company on June 30, 
2016 by way of deposit of 
this new corporate loan. 

The corporate loan, too 
turned into an NPA on No-
vember 29, 2016, thus re-
sulting in its first outstand-
ing loan of Rs 97.85 crore 
(as alleged fraud) and the 
corporate loan of Rs 109.08 
crore (as fresh outstanding).

CBI is now investigating 
the matter, officials said.

Need more awareness on leprosy in country — VP
Wardha, Feb. 25 (IANS): 
Presenting the Interna-
tional Gandhi Award 
2017 to Dr M.D. Gupte 
and Dr Atul Shah, Vice-
President M. Venkaiah 
Naidu on Sunday called 
for spreading more pub-
lic awareness on leprosy 
in India.

Gupte and Shah were 
awarded for their work 
towards care and elim-
iniation of leprosy which 
the Vice-President said 
was a blot on humanity. 

In 2012-13, India re-
corded 83,000 leprosy 
cases, a prevalence of 
0.68 per 10,000 popula-
tion.

The International 
Gandhi Award was insti-
tuted by the Gandhi Me-
morial Leprosy Founda-
tion to commemorate 
his services and scien-
tific approach towards 
leprosy. 

The two awards are 
given every alternate 
year to individuals or 
institutions for making 
outstanding contribu-
tion in the field of lep-
rosy. 

Gupte was feted for 
his outstanding contri-
bution to a global pro-
gramme on elimination 
of leprosy whereas Shah 
was lauded for humani-
tarian services to allevi-
ate the suffering of lep-
rosy patients, an official 
statement said.

Pointing out that 
Gandhi’s thoughts and 
actions are relevant even 
today, Naidu said that 
Gandhi ji took a keen in-
terest in leprosy patients 
and leprosy work even 
when there was no spe-
cific cure for the disease. 

“Today, there is a lot 
of fear, superstition and 
stigma attached to lep-

rosy,” he said.
Naidu stressed the 

need to intensify efforts 
towards early detection 
of leprosy, provide equita-
ble access to appropriate 
treatment and provide in-
tegrated leprosy services. 

“There is need to 
empower the socially 
discriminated against 
through advocacy and 
information dissemina-
tion,” Naidu said.

“There is also need to 
conduct research on de-
veloping diagnostic tests 
and new vaccines,” the 
Vice-President said.

“... until April 1, 2012, 
as many as 33 states and 
Union Territories had at-
tained leprosy elimina-
tion of less than 1 case 
per 10,000 population. 
As many as 542 of the 
640 districts achieved 
this distinction by March 
2012,” he added.

CRPF to get 25 high-end drones 
to tackle Maoists, terrorists
New Delhi, Feb. 25 (IANS): The Central 
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) is all set to 
purchase 25 high-end drones to equip 
itself to better conduct anti-Maoist 
operations and deal with militants in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The tendering process for the pro-
curement of the drones has started 
and they are expected to be introduced 
by the CRPF - the country’s largest par-
amilitary force - in the next three-four 
months, a Deputy Inspector General-
rank officer told IANS on the condition 
of anonymity. 

A pre-bid conference for the pro-
curement of the drones was held on 
September 12, 2017, and the online 

and offline tender was opened on 
October 26, 2017, with a validity of six 
months. 

These drones -- each costing 
around Rs 15 lakh -- are being pur-
chased to help the CRPF personnel 
during surveillance, reconnaissance 
and detection in day and night opera-
tions in Jammu and Kashmir and in 
the dense forests of Maoist-hit states 
like Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Andhra 
Pradesh, Telangana, Madhya Pradesh 
and Maharashtra.

The 25 new drones will join CRPF’s 
existing fleet of 40 and help the force 
get real-time inputs and avoid attacks 
on its troopers. 

is a mentor  and so the 
mentor should have a 
clear understanding of 
oneself, learner’s and also 
one’s vocation,” the press 
release stated. She told 
the gathering that men-
tors can influence people 
through their character, 
knowledge, and skills, the 
updates stated.  

The updates stated 
the resource person as 
having said that the abil-
ity to relate well with 
others is of prime impor-
tance because mentors 
are in the ‘people busi-
ness.’  Jesus has set the 
best example for spiritual 
mentoring through his 
life and ministry, the up-
dates stated.

The objective of the 
program was to help in-
dividuals identify their 
potential ‘in self and nur-
ture them for “wholistic” 
development, the organ-
isers said. That would 
‘ultimately lead them to 
an intimate relationship 
with God,’ the press re-
lease stated. 

Dimapur, Feb. 25 (EMN):  
A meeting to review secu-
rity arrangements for the 
forthcoming elections to 
the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly was conducted 
in Longleng district. The 
meeting discusses secu-
rity and related matters 
for the district’s  polling 
on Feb. 27. 

The meeting was 
conducted in the confer-
ence hall of the deputy 
commissioner of the dis-
trict on Feb. 25. The dis-
trict election officer of 
Longleng, John Tsulise 
Sangtam, president over 
the meeting, updates in-
formed on Sun.  

Sangtam, also the 
deputy commissioner of 
the district, spoke about 
restrictions or authorisa-
tions for persons to enter 
polling booths; safe cus-
tody of electronic voting 
machines and the Voter-
Verified Paper Audit Trail; 
movement and return 
plans of polling parties; 
role of presiding officers 
and sector magistrate 
etc. The meeting also saw 
discussions about the 
use of authorized mobile 
phones and about main-
taining secrecy of voting. 

The election officer 
has urged the polling per-
sonnel to use the service 
of the Doubashi who are 
‘deployed to maintain 
law and order.’ 

A general observer 
of the assembly elec-
tions Dr. Raghav Langer 
spoke to the officials. He 
talked about the joint 
communication system 
and the control room the 
deputy commissioner’s 
office, compulsory con-
tact numbers of sector 
magistrates and sector 
commanders and other 
team leaders; security 
arrangement both in-
side and outside polling 
booths etc. The officer 
also talked about what 
the updates called “chal-
lenge vote,” proxy voting; 
location of election booth 
and voters’ ‘facilitation’ 
booths; ‘sanitization’ of 
polling booths within 100 
meters and about the role 
of micro observers, the 
updates informed. 

Likewise, police ob-
server Jalindar D Supekar 
briefed the officials about 
the overall security ar-
rangements in place for 
the district. 

The officials have 
urged the sector magis-
trates and other person-
nel engaged in election 
duty, and the security 
force to work as a team 
and ‘stay connected for 
timely intervention to 
normalize any crisis and 
situation,’ the updates 
stated.

Dimapur, Feb. 25 (EMN): An organisa-
tion of the Angami community has ap-
pealed to voters to maintain peace as 
citizens in Nagaland elect their repre-
sentatives on Feb. 27. The Angami Youth 
Organisation (AYO) issued a press re-
lease on Sun. making the appeal.  

“The 13th Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly is set to go for polls on 27th Feb-
ruary, 2018. In this regard, the Angami 
Youth Organisation expresses its sincere 
appreciation to all Angami contesting 
candidates and their supporters for a 
peaceful atmosphere free of poll related 
violence in Angami areas till date,” the 

organisation stated.
“While appreciating all political par-

ties and candidates in Angami areas, the 
Angami Youth Organisation which is also 
a  member of the District Level Standing 
Committee headed by  the deputy com-
missioner and district election officer, 
also appeals to the electorate to adhere 
to the election Model Code of Conduct.”

The organisation has directed all the 
members of its range units to coordinate 
with the district administration in their 
respective area to ‘ensure an environment 
congenial for a smooth, free and fair elec-
tion while exercising one’s adult franchise.’

Mokokchung: Parking 
restrictions on 

The deputy commis-
sioner of Mokokchung  
Sachin Jaiswal  has in-
formed that in view of the 
upcoming 13th assembly 
elections in Nagaland, 
there will be no parking 
zones in the following lo-
cations in Mokokchung 
town from Feb. 26 to the 
27th: (1) From Imlong 
place to Imkongmeren 
Sports Complex, and 
from Imlong Place to 
BOC (AM Road), updates 
from the DPRO informed 
on Sun.
Security measures in 
Mokokchung district

‘All preparations have 
been set’ for conducting 
the assembly elections on 
Feb. 27 to the Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly. 
Polling will be conducted 
in 226 polling stations 
for which adequate se-
curity measures have 
been made to enable the 
electors to exercise their 

franchise without fear, 
updates from the Mokok-
chung division of the 
Information and Public 
Relations department 
(DPRO) stated. 

The superintendent 
of Mokokchung police 
Raguramarajan A said 
that a total of 31 com-
panies of central armed 
police forces and 10 com-
panies of the Nagaland 
police including Indian 
reserve Battalion have 
been requisitioned for 
poll duty in the district, 
the IPR informed. Out of 
the personnel are 28 com-
panies that will be de-
ployed for elections duty, 
it was informed. He said 
that 12 companies will be 
on duty as strike forces to 
deal with any eventuality 
especially in the sensitive 
areas of the district. The 
officer added that a com-
pany of the central armed 
police force has been 
marked for ‘strong room 
duty,’ the Mokokchung 
DPRO added. 

Personnel of the Border 
Security Force (BSF) 

are presently deployed 
in Nagaland for ensur-
ing free, fair and smooth 
conduct of the Assembly 
Election 2018. BSF com-
panies have been de-
ployed in the remote and 
sensitive areas of Zunhe-
boto, Kiphire, Phek and 
Kohima district of Naga-
land, a press release from 
the security establish-
ment informed on Sun. 

Troops of the BSF are 
carrying out area domi-
nation exercises and pa-
trolling; set up mobile 
vehicle check posts, be-
sides patrolling at night 
etc., it was informed. The 
exercise is to ‘sanitize’ the 
entire area of deployment 
to ensure a conducive 
environment for smooth 
conduct of the elections, 
the establishment stated. 
The personnel are work-
ing to prevent any unto-
ward incidents, check in-
timidation or coercion by 
“ANEs/UGs/miscreants,” 

according to the press re-
lease.

“Because of the alert-
ness, active domination 
of the area and various 
preventive measures by 
the BSF troops, there has 
been no any untoward 
incident and peaceful en-
vironment has been cre-
ated in these areas before 
conduct of polling,” the 
BSF stated. 

Further, BSF troops 
will be deployed for 
the security of polling 
booths, electronic voting 
machines, polling staff, 
among others, on the day 
of the polling, the update 
from the security force 
stated. 

‘BSF troops are ready 
to thwart any challenges / 
threats during pre-poll as 
well as on the day of the 
polling for ensuring free 
and fair assembly elec-
tion 2018 in Nagaland,’ it 
added. 

The press release was 
issued by Hidam Shubol 
Singh, commandant. 
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Behind Enemy Lines

T
wo nations were born at the same time. After 
seven decades, today India has been able to 
make a mark as a democratic country. Here 
after every five years the rulers have to go to 

the people for fresh mandate. Sometimes the rul-
ers can manage to retain power, sometimes they fail. 
But the process continues. Since Independence bar-
ring once, when fresh mandate was sought after six 
years, there is no exception to this practice. On the 
other hand, Pakistan is still struggling to establish a 
democratic set up. In that country the Army still calls 
the shot. No matter how popular the politicians are, 
they have to adhere to the instructions of the Army. In 
other words, India is successful in keeping the Army 
out of politics, which Pakistan has failed to achieve. 
Till recently, this was a major difference between India 
and Pakistan. Every Indian takes pride in this achieve-
ment. But it seems that we are heading backwards, 
rather than moving forward. The manner in which 
comments are made on political matters by military es-
tablishment, are bound to raise doubts about how long 
we will be able keep the Army away from politics? This 
has never happened in free India, that an Army chief is 
blaming infiltration for the rise of a political party. This 
has never happened in free India that an Army chief is 
blaming the educational system of a state for terrorism. 
Also we must not forget that an Army chief was ap-
pointed superseding at least three senior officers. These 
misdeeds have all the potentials to damage the demo-
cratic fabric of the country.  These are clearly against our 
political ethos. Undoubtedly, this is a dangerous trend 
which will not yield any goods for Indian democracy. 
Clearly, it’s time now to tell our Army Chief Bipin Ra-
wat to refrain from making any political statements. 
While making such politically loaded statements, the 
Army chief has presented half-truths. It is not because 
of China or Bangladesh; it is because of our failures that 
even after 70 years of Independence permanent peace 
still eludes the North-eastern region of the country. It is 
because of our fault, development has not taken place 
in the said region. It is because of our failure that un-
employment is always on the rise in NE as proper steps 
were not taken to create adequate jobs. So any attempt 
to pass the buck to the neighbours, will be counter-pro-
ductive. How can we forget the fact that it is Bangladesh 
which handed over many underground leaders to In-
dia? Peace talks with United Liberation Front of Asom 
(ULFA) or with the Bodos were possible because of the 
help extended by Bangladesh. On the other hand, India 
and China may have many issues between them, but so 
far China has never made an attempt to fish in the trou-
bled waters of Northeast as Pakistan did. So, instead 
of blaming the neighbouring countries for fomenting 
trouble in NE, we should take all possible steps to re-
dress the genuine grievances of the people there. About 
infiltration, one should note that migration for eco-
nomic reasons is a worldwide phenomenon. Even the 
most powerful America has failed to prevent infiltration 
from Mexico. So to prevent infiltration, we have to in-
crease vigil along the border to foil such efforts. Instead, 
indulging in blame game will make peace more elusive 
in Northeast.

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

Rhythms of History: A Rocking 
Retelling of the Later 20th Century 

Vikas Datta | IANS

A
nyone who thinks that the 
only place you could find the 
likes of, say, Stalin, Marilyn 
Monroe, Ernest Hemingway, 

Albert Einstein and Elvis Presley to-
gether would be in an encylopaedia or 
a detailed tome of socio-cultural his-
tory, would not be entirely right. For 
creative expression can sometimes 
take some very unexpected forms and 
unlikely inspirations.

But rarely could anyone, even in 
his wildest guess, imagine that these 
-- along with over 100 other significant 
and/or notorious personages, events 
and trends across four decades of the 
20th century’s second half -- could be 
the basis of a chart-busting, Grammy-
nominated pop music song.

This is what American singer-
songwriter William Martin Joel, or Billy 
Joel as we know him, did in his 1989 
song “We Didn’t Start the Fire”, part of 
his album “Storm Front”. The roughly 
five-minute song contains over 100 
brief references to nearly 120 headline 
events between 1949, the year of Joel’s 
birth, and 1989, the year of the song’s 
release.

Joel, who embarked on a musical 
career after dropping out of school, 
confessed to have always had an inter-
est in history. “I’m a history nut. I de-
vour books. At one time I wanted to be 
a history teacher,” he once said, while 
his mother revealed he was a book-
worm from a young age.

But the actual trigger came when 
Joel, who had just turned 40 in 1989, 
met an acquaintance who had turned 
21 and said that it was a “terrible time 
to be 21”. Joel said he had felt the same 
when he turned that age in 1970, re-
calling at that time they had the Viet-
nam war, the drug issue, the civil rights 
problems and “everything seemed to 
be awful”.

When his friend said that it was dif-
ferent for the singer, who grew up in 
the 1950s, as “everybody knows that 
nothing happened in the fifties”, Joel 
sought to correct him, citing the Ko-
rean War, the Suez Canal Crisis and the 
Hungarian Revolution, among others. 
It would be these headlines that would 
form the basic framework for the song.

Joel began with the major stories 
of the year he was born: “Harry Tru-
man, Doris Day, Red China, Johnny 
Ray/South Pacific, Walter Winchell, Joe 
DiMaggio” and with scarcely a percep-
tible break, went on to “Joe McCarthy, 
Richard Nixon, Studebaker, Television/
North Korea, South Korea, Marilyn 
Monroe”.

After a brief musical interlude 
came: “Rosenbergs, H Bomb, Sugar 
Ray, Panmunjom/Brando, The King 
And I, and The Catcher In The Rye” 
and “Eisenhower/Vaccine/England’s 
got a new queen/Marciano/Liberace/
Santayana goodbye”. 

This sets the trend for the song, 
which does have a large chunk of the 

lyrics occupied by political leaders or 
happenings or even significant battles 
-- Dien Bien Phu, where the French 
army was undone by Vietnamese 
guerrillas. There are also social trends, 
scientific discoveries, business de-
velopments, sporting legends and a 
wide spectrum of culture -- from films 
(Brando, Monroe) to literature, philos-
ophy (George Santyana, who died in 
1953) to even iconic journalists (Walter 
Winchell, a radio newsreader).

While some of the references, ei-
ther by name or a short phrase, will 
still strike a chord -- say “North Korea, 
South Korea”, or “England’s got a new 
queen” (for devotees of Netflix series 
“The Crown”) -- but most others would 
only make sense to those with a good 
sense of history, for the phrase may be 
only indicative.

Take “Belgians in the Congo”, which 
doesn’t fully reflect the chaos in the ra-
paciously exploited African country af-
ter its independence, and the Cold War 
arena it became. The struggle between 
President Joseph Kasavubu, Prime 

Minister Patrice Lumumba, Army 
chief Joseph Mobutu and secessionist 
leader Moise Tshombe which saw the 
return of Belgian troops on one side -- 
and a heavy influx of mercenaries and 
arms traders -- may seem old history 
but can explain the happenings today 
in the country.

Similarly, “Little Rock” in 1957. That 
was when the then Arkansas Gover-
nor refused to let nine black students 
join a “whites” school even after the 
Supreme Court struck down segrega-
tion, and deployed the state’s national 
guard to prevent their entrance. In re-
sponse, President Dwight Eisenhower 
sent in the prestigious 101st Airborne 
Division.

There are many more and though 
mostly from a Western viewpoint, give 
a selective but incisive look at these 
four decades -- be it political scandal 
(“British politician sex” in a reference 
to the John Profumo/Christine Keeler 
case), the phenomenon of terrorism 
(“Terror on the Airline”), imperfectly-
checked medicines (“Children of Tha-
lidomide”) and even business debacles 
(“Edsel is a no go”, about a Ford Motor 
Company failure).

It is an interesting way of knowing 
about history but Joel -- who later said 
it was one of the worst melodies he 
had written though he liked the lyrics 
and that it was a nightmare to perform 
given the consequences of forgetting 
even one word -- flatly ruled out any 
revisiting of the song to incorporate 
later developments.

But those who would prefer history 
chronologically need not get disheart-
ened. Sir Martin Gilbert’s three-volume 
“A History of the Twentieth Century” is 
wider-ranging, though not having the 
same percussion arrangement. 

(Vikas Datta is an Associate Edi-
tor at IANS. The views expressed are 

personal. He can be contacted at 
vikas.d@ians.in )

Fearless giving to God and others 
reveals our trust in the Lord’s promises 

and provision.

When my son Xavier was six years old, a 
friend brought her toddler to visit and Xavier 
wanted to give him a few toys. I delighted in 
our little giver’s generosity, until he offered a 

stuffed animal my husband had searched several stores 
in different cities to find. Recognizing the high-demand 
toy, my friend tried to politely decline. Still, Xavier placed 
his gift into her son’s hands and said, “My daddy gives 
me lots of toys to share.”

Though I’d like to say Xavier learned his confident 
giving from me, I’ve often withheld my resources from 
God and others. But when I remember that my heavenly 
Father gives me everything I have and need, it’s easier 
to share.

In the Old Testament, God commanded the Israelites 
to trust Him by giving a portion of all He had supplied to 
the Levite priests, who would in turn help others in need. 
When the people refused, the prophet Malachi said they 
were robbing the Lord (Malachi 3:8–9). But if they gave 
willingly, showing they trusted the Lord’s promised pro-
vision and protection (vv. 10–11), others would recog-
nize them as God’s blessed people (v. 12).

Whether we’re managing our finances, our sched-
ules, or the gifts God entrusted to us, giving can be an 
act of worship. Giving freely and fearlessly can show our 
confidence in the care of our loving Father—the ultimate 
generous Giver.

Lord, please help us live with full confidence in 
Your faithful provision, so we can give freely and 

fearlessly to You and others.

DAILY PATH
Fearless Giving

BIBLE READ:  MALACHI 3:8–12
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in my house.  

~  Malachi 3:10

R
ecently the Chief Electoral Of-
ficer, Nagaland has officially 
warned against proxy voting. 
He said detection of such mal-

practice would render the votes in that 
polling station null and void, and ac-
tion would be initiated against default-
ers as well as polling officials. Strong 
words, but much needed, one might 
say. And considering the fire power 
and resources made available to the 
election machinery including CCTVs, 
ensuring electoral malpractices are 
prevented is a given. After all the gov-
ernment is duty bound to conduct a 
‘free and fair’ election process so that 
people can vote without ‘fear or favor’ 
to install a just and transparent govern-
ment ‘of’ the people.

Questions - does the government 
intend to back up their words with ac-
tion? Will it genuinely gun after proxy 
voters, or turn the other way? Are these 
notifications simply for public con-
sumption to show their good inten-
tions? And somehow scrape through 
the polling and declare the elections 
peaceful, free and fair? So in a sense do 

we have here official rhetoric to com-
pete with the run of the mill political 
rhetoric proffered by politicians and 
parties? Going by today’s ground real-
ity it is anything but peaceful. Free and 
fair? Some polling stations reported in 
excess of cent percent votes cast in the 
last assembly elections! We will have 
to wait and see if this time around it is 
more free and fair.

In a democratic election we cannot 
escape the fact that who or what elects 
a candidate determines who or what 
he or she will serve. So how can candi-
dates serve the people when they have 
to sell whatever they own and dole 
out crores to get elected? On the other 
hand, can an honest candidate expect 
to win an election without enticing 
voters with whatever?

The voter now comes into the pic-
ture. NBCC’s clarion call for Clean 
Elections is laudable and full marks 
for the effort. But elections are neither 
clean nor dirty – politics is meant to be 
a noble profession. ‘We’ are dirty, as if 
we didn’t know it already. ‘Clean Peo-
ple’ would have been a better slogan! 

Good thing is we all agree there is a 
problem. Bad thing is we are treating 
the symptoms, not the disease. Just 
like prohibition cannot turn people 
into teetotalers, nor will appealing and 
praying keep people from offering/
accepting/demanding inducements 
in exchange for votes. And candidates 
will continue to outdo each other in 
doing whatever it takes to win. We have 
to get to the heart of the matter – the 
heart. And Transformation of the lo-
cal church (which means assembly of 
believers, and not the church building, 
Deacon Board, or NBCC) from cultural 
Christians to Christ followers.

While no religion has a monopoly 
on good behavior, Christians are gen-
erally expected to live exemplary lives 
for the sole reason that we are set apart 
as followers of Christ. Still stuck on re-
ligion? – Try moving on to relationship 
with God. How about darkness? - The 
light beckons. And death? - Choose life. 

Scripture talks about un-Christian 
living this way – “Their god is their own 
appetite, they glory in their shame, and 
this world is the limit of their horizon” 

(Phil. 3:19). What then is the sum of 
Christianity? We were never meant to 
live in the lowly place we are in right 
now, with no vision of our Creator. See-
ing Jesus, and imitating him, that is the 
sum of Christianity (Max Lucado).

And if we imitate Christ, then we 
will aspire to minister, not to be a Min-
ister; to empower, not to be powerful; 
to enrich, not to be rich; to earn money, 
not to make money; and use the mon-
ey we earn to glorify god, and not hit 
the bottle; …. We get the point, don’t 
we? And isn’t it time we realize that we 
don’t go to church, we are the church; 
and that god is our source for every-
thing, not our job, profession or busi-
ness? Thank god for Christ, our true 
role model.

And thank god there is still hope for 
Nagas to rise above the royal mess we 
are in today. And who knows in the not 
too distant future the CEO and his boys 
can go for a hike come election time! 

Let us say Amen to that.
Arep Changkiri

Fellowship Colony
Dimapur

F
inally the moment has come.......and we are 
all geared up to choose our leaders to help 
pilot Nagaland to the future. We have seen 
opinions, criticisms, assurances and a lot 

of similar discourse in different media ever since the 
announcement of the 13th Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly Election. As we prepare to cast our votes, it is 
imperative for us to mull over our past decisions and 
evaluate the performance of our leaders. Each of us 
must take time to not only hear what our current lead-
ership is saying, but look at their track record as well. 
Do our representatives truly represent the will of the 
people, or are they blindly beholden to “the party” and 
their individual selfish greed?

We have seen enough of the false promises and 
poor implementation by our leaders. There are con-
stituencies where many incumbents although in the 
ruling (elite) party (interestingly none of them is in the 
opposition!) yet have not delivered at all. It will not be 
(at all) wrong to assume that they are incapable, un-
realistic, irresponsible leaders who only think of their 
own selfish interest of looting and amassing money, 
position, popularity and self promotion and are least 
bothered about the pitiful state of affairs of our state.  
The ultimate upshot of all these years, as is clearly evi-
dent to all, is the downfall of our beautiful state due to 
craze for money and power.  

Dear fellow Nagas let us stand up strong and say 
“Enough is enough”. The time is fully ripen to wake up 
from our slumber and choose the right leaders, those 
who can rescue us from the present pathetic condi-

tion, irrespective of party, religion, tribe, clan, village 
or the amount of money received from parties for 
votes.  Some may argue that it’s not worth making the 
effort “to vote”, either because they don’t like any of 
the candidates or no matter which party comes to be 
in the helm, they don’t trust the system. Some might 
even feel that the candidates are the same old wine 
and that it is just new bottles. One may have thou-
sands of reasons to justify for not participating in the 
electoral process. But there are larger consequences in 
our choice to vote or not vote. In the first place, vot-
ing is both a right and a responsibility as a citizen. 
Our democracy is established upon the principle of 
free and fair elections in which every eligible citizen 
casts a vote. We must therefore work to ensure that 
our electoral process is conducted in harmony with 
this principle and that those who seek to disrupt the 
process do not win the day. It is our responsibility also 
to protect the process itself, and that does not hap-
pen by withdrawing our participation. No matter how 
muddled and unpleasant it may be, our participation 
is required. Let us also consider that good candidates, 
if not supported, will not generally stand again. Also 
in the words of John Quincy Adams - “Always vote for 
principle, though you may vote alone, and you may 
cherish the sweetest reflection that your vote is never 
lost.” 

Let us wake up to the call of our conscious mind 
and cast our precious vote intelligently. This is the 
right time to come out and join hands in order to bring 
a change for our state by using our right to vote. Let us 

say NO to the candidates who lures with money and 
choose the right leader with integrity. Let us remind 
ourselves that the trademark of our forefathers was 
honesty, hardworking and truthfulness and that the 
true Christian principles inculcate and endorses this.

This 27th February 2018 will be a date with desti-
ny, of deliverance, of renovation and the beginning of 
the dawn of a new future.  Yet, unless we come to our 
senses and act now, our future is doomed. After years 
of misrule, mismanagement, neglect of our state and 
the worst manifestation of poor governance ever wit-
nessed in the history of modern day Nagaland politics, 
we have another chance to salvage our government, 
set a new shape and possibly draw a new picture of the 
kind of state that we want for ourselves, our children 
and for the future generation. This polling day will be 
another opportunity to prove ourselves and to God of 
correcting our mistakes and that we are determined to 
make a better choice this time around.

We sincerely desire a positive change, a change 
that will bring about peace, prosperity and all round 
development in the state which we so deserve but are 
so deprived. We are therefore sincerely making this 
clarion call to our entire dear fellow Nagas to come 
out, vote and invest in the future by casting your pre-
cious vote wisely to elect those leaders who can stand 
strong and fight against  the deep rooted corruption of 
our society .  God Bless.

Alemla Ao; Akali Sema;  
L. Daiho; Dr. N.Tiameren Ao

Déjà Vu?

Litmus Test for Nagas – Choose Your Future

American singer-songwriter Billy Joel in the video of his iconic song “We Didn’t Start the Fire” which 
references over 100 key people, events and trends in the 20th century’s second half, against the 
backdrop of some memorable photos. (IANS photo)
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Zapra Chakhesang

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Be sure to open 
your mail and answer the phone today, Aries, 
as you’re likely to receive some interesting 
information from a friend or business asso-

ciate. It could be that a deal that’s been in the works has 
just been signed, or a romantic interest you’ve been 
pursuing finally returns your affections. Whatever the 
day brings, it’s likely to be favorable.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You can ex-
pect a warm and friendly environment at 
work today, Taurus. Enjoy the conversa-
tions with your co-workers, but don’t take 

anything at face value. There may be someone in 
your midst out to sabotage you. You don’t need to 
worry about it too much, just take care to document 
any ideas or insights you have. You may need proof 
that they’re original.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): An intense pas-
sion has been released within you, Gemini. 
You find it hard to resist the urge to take your 
loved one and run away to some deserted 

island. You could use a break from civilization. But if 
you can’t quite make it to that island, how about cre-
ating an oasis right in your own home? Order some 
food from your favorite restaurant, bring it home, 
and enjoy an intimate evening with your partner.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You’re likely to be 
feeling especially sensuous right now, Cancer. 
You exude a sort of innocent eroticism and 
draw many admiring glances. You’re feeling 

alive and passionate, eager to embrace your life and the 
special people in it. This would be a great day to plan a 
romantic evening at home. Cook a nice meal, chill some 
wine, light some candles, and let nature take its course.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Try not to let yourself 
get sucked into participating in idle gossip, 
Leo. There will be rumors flying today, and 
you’d be well advised to take cover. While it’s 

true that there is some truth to the gossip, the embel-
lishments to the story have blown everything out of pro-
portion. Feelings are likely to get hurt. If you don’t want 
yours to be among them, steer clear of the water cooler.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Let’s hope you 
aren’t afraid of heights, Virgo, because today 
could have you climbing several rungs on the 
corporate ladder. It seems your hard work 

over these last few months has paid off. Don’t hesitate 
to accept the challenge that’s offered to you. If you’re 
worried about skeletons buried in your office filing 
cabinets, you’d do well to come clean with the infor-
mation. Likely your bosses will respect you for your 
candor and courage.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): It’s likely that 
you’re feeling ready for a change, Libra. It 
isn’t that you’re dissatisfied with your job or 
environment, rather that your mind is hun-

gry for new challenges. You may be able to satisfy this 
hunger by taking on more responsibility at work or 
signing up to attend some evening classes after work. 
Any new and different activity will give your mind the 
stimulation it craves.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Certainly there 
are advantages and disadvantages to the 
high level of intuition you have. Today you 

may feel weighed down by some strange thoughts that 
enter your head. Only time will tell if they are true pre-
monitions or simply weird daydreams. In the mean-
time, you’d probably be best served by ignoring them 
completely. Life is too short to play the “what if” game.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): While 
your enthusiasm is high, your resistance may 
be a bit low, Sagittarius. Take extra good care 
of yourself during this busy time. Your ten-

dency is to overdo things, attending too many parties 
and shopping until the stores close. Your social life is 
in high gear right now, but you’ll have to allow yourself 
some time to rest if you’re going to have any hope of 
enjoying it.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19):  Colleagues 
may be a bit on edge, Capricorn. You’ll have 
to choose your words carefully. If you feel as 
though you’re walking on eggshells, you are. 

There’s definite tension in the air. And while you can’t 
identify the source, you can certainly see it manifested 
on the faces of your co-workers. Today wouldn’t be a 
good day to offer constructive criticism of any kind. 
Don’t rock the boat.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): This is bound 
to be a fascinating day, Aquarius. You may 
have a foreign visitor who fills your mind 
with visions of adventures in faraway lands. 

Anyone you meet today is likely to be interesting, so 
be receptive to any new people who enter your life. 
Your curiosity and sense of adventure are piqued. You 
may decide to take a trip. If you do, be prepared for ro-
mance. It’s definitely in the stars for you.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Your creativ-
ity is at an all-time high today, Pisces. You’re 
inspired to embark on some long-term cre-
ative projects, and you have the energy to see 

them through to the end. This is a time for you to take 
a leap of faith and plunge right in. Hesitation will get 
you nowhere. Whatever it is you’ve been dreaming of 
doing, do it now.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

M
uch have been spilled during the past 
few weeks. We began with the tussle 
between solution and election. Un-
sure and unsettled we entered into 

this race. One phase of it will soon settle as we hit 
the poll tomorrow. If one thing can be observed, 
it is the power of agreeing to give up on which is 
not tangible and agreeing to do things for common 
good.

Election in the state is not an option, it is a an 
integral part of the system. We have talked so much 
of what has come out of the good ideals of elec-
tion. The church advocating for clean election has 
pointed out the many ill practices in our society 
which have hold us captive. We do not need to re-
peat those anymore at this time because we will be 
facing the poll to elect our leaders for another five 
years to come.

The support for clean election campaign ini-
tiated by NBCC comes from all corners. It is sup-
ported by all the denominations, the civil society 
organizations, the hohos, students, political par-
ties, parliamentarians, and individuals in their own 
capacity. We all believe that for things to change our 
electioneering system in Nagaland must change. 
Clean election is a movement and it is far from 
over. We know it too well that the campaign for free 
and fair election doesn’t end with election. The ills 
that come with election have been deeply rooted. 
We must continue to clean the mess we have cre-
ated for decades only then we will see change. The 
fight for corruption that has plagued our society 
must be put to a stop in order to build a progres-
sive society. We shall take the voice of the political 
parties during their election campaign to root out 
corruption to task and expect them to keep their 
words when they come to power.

In the campaign trail and common platform 
we have heard of politicians making new commit-
ments and talk of the things that deeply touch our 
system and most importantly, our lives. We have 

heard phrases such as reform and transformation, 
rededication and commitment making it more like 
a political revival. We also heard precious words 
such as change and transparency, corruption free, 
development and much more as the candidates go 
around presenting their action plans for the next 
five years. Amidst those hopeful words we also have 
heard the ugly attacks and counter-attacks some of 
which were very personal. Is it because they know 
each other so well or is it because they are serious 
about cleansing the system? We have also seen the 
game of attaching and detaching to maintain a safe 
distance to woo voters. The question is, are they se-
rious about it? At this point, it is for us to wait and 
see whether they really mean what they say. Will 
they be able to walk the talk?

Now as Election Day approach, we have em-
braced one over the other for reason best known 
to us. As voters it is only fair that we give them the 
benefit of the doubt and deposit those to the bank 
hoping that it will come to pass. And as we do that 
we must look at the larger interest of our state and 
gaze to our future for which we are all passionate 
about. Change the way we do things, transform our 
condition and situation for a better tomorrow, ex-
pect a corrupt free society. For all these to happen 
we cannot continue to harbor things on party line 
but come together and join hands with another to 
bring about change that is truly needed. Neverthe-
less, this will only happen if self transformation 
precedes the call to transform our society that has 
become so corrupt and so badly divided.

The journey to clean election was marred by 
violence and discord among communities. We 
also get reports of money playing a bigger role this 
time. It is indeed very painful that we so easily sell 
out the most precious gift “the birthright” for mo-
mentary gratification. Yet, we also hear individuals 
and families returning the money to the giver. They 
are the people whom God has preserved as rem-
nants in our society. These instances may be small 

in numbers but they speak out loud that the proc-
ess has begun and is gaining ground. The common 
platform is another thing we have seen that stood 
prominently. The control of party common camp 
and feasting have been much reduced.

When everything is said and done, the Nagas 
desire that the promise made by our politicians will 
not only become an election rhetoric but some-
thing that politicians will seriously put to fulfilling. 
Remember after five years you are coming back to 
visit the voters and that time around, you will have 
the chance to declare your achievements rather 
than just promising. Your best achievements will 
be your testimony.

To the voters, vote for whom you have to vote. 
Vote with pride knowing that you are exercising 
your vote for all that you hold dear. Let us avoid 
proxy voting. Do not allow other people to vote for 
you. Your vote is your voice and it is the power of a 
single vote that will make the difference. We need 
development, good road, good governance, trans-
formation and change in the system but all these 
will only happen when we are transformed by the 
renewing of our minds. Above all things, the Nagas 
need God; only then, things will fall into its rightful 
place.

Let us avoid post election violence but em-
brace each other to build a better society. Let us 
pray for all the 195 candidates as they await the re-
sult. Less than one-third of them will make it but 
we must pray for them all that God will give them 
the grace in victory as well as in defeat. We all long 
for genuine change today and if we are all serious 
we must forget our differences and move forward. 
Clean Election Campaign is not a story, “it is a tes-
timony of the church it is your personal testimo-
ny.” The word of God says, “Blessed is the nation 
whose God is the Lord, the people he chose for his 
inheritance”Psalm 33:12). God bless you all.

Zelhou Keyho
General Secretary, NBCC

...from previous issue
He who has more money to buy more 

votes, is voted to power by the poor-igno-
rant-purchasable voters. A sale for a hand-
out money with which one can never be-
come rich or be free except enslaving and 
impoverishing oneself and it only makes 
one poor longer. Isn’t it like the shameful 
biblical character of Esau who, in hunger 
and impatience, sold his birth-right for a 
plate of vegetable food, and lost his lead-
ership over his own younger brother? That 
was the price of impatience! 

(b) What is your vote ? 
Yes, sometimes your vote which is 

your right, may look small and look like 
only as good as a plate of vegetable food, 
in extreme hunger. But someone like 
Jacob(Esau’s own brother) who wants 
leadership, knows that there is great value 
in that your right, and will bargain to buy 
it by observing your hunger. Know, in that 
your small vote lies God’s given power. You 
can raise a government with your vote, 
and you can pull down a government by 
the same vote. In your vote, you have a 
power equal to/with an MLA, or a Minis-
ter, or Chief Minister, or Prime Minister. 
You can set up a good leader with it, or 
you can remove a corrupt leader with it. 
Your vote looks small, but it is very power-
ful. Your vote is your birth-right. It is your 
democratic right. It is your constitutional 
right. It is your leadership. It is your pride 
and prestige. It is your will. It is sacred and 
holy. In it lies the spirit and power of lead-
ership. If you sell it, the spirit and all these 
values and powers of leadership will van-
ish from you as in the case of Esau. One 
can learn a lesson in the case of Esau and 
Jacob: brother selling right to own brother, 
and brother buying right from own broth-
er. With this right you can build your lead-
ership. With this vote, you can establish a 
government of your choice. And God has 
given you the freedom of choice. Your vote 
is, indeed, priceless. It is not cheap. It is not 
for sale. Selling your vote is against God’s 
will. Use it wisely. Use it to the best of your 
conscience, with all patience and decen-
cy, for your own good and for the good of 
your descendants if you want them to be 

a choosen nation, a better people. Vote to 
bring a change. 

The Ordinary Thief steals your money, 
bag, watch, gold chain etc. But the Politi-
cal Thief steals your share, future, career, 
development, education, health and busi-
ness. You yourself choose the Political Thief 
to rob you. Police will chase and arrest the 
Ordinary Thief, but Police will protect and 
serve the Political Thief. Today there is no 
development and the Nagas suffer be-
cause you had sold your birth-right, you 
had lost your leadership. 

It was only from the 4th century B.C., 
the Athenians - the Greeks blessed with a 
number of great thinkers and writers, they 
began to exercise their voting-right which 
was found so good to the eye of the world. 
Till then, many countries had been suffer-
ing for the past thousand years under the 
despotic rules of kings, queens and cruel 
dictators without any voice or voting-
right. And for all the past thousand years, 
millions and millions of people fought and 
sacrificed their lives in order to have this 
voting-right. So it came to us as we have it 
today. It came to India only about 66 years 
ago. It came to Nagaland about 49 years 
back. Your vote is a very hard-earned right. 
Your vote is your voice. It is your freedom. 
It is your independence. In a case like Na-
galand, it was bought with lives and blood. 
Know, it is a right very costly. Kingdoms 
come, kingdoms go. How long or for how 
many years can you go on availing your 
voting right in future? It is not guranteed 
forever. Know, how to defend it. 

(c) Type of leaders we have today : 
A few years back it was out in the local 

Newspapers; just in a day’s polling, a Pas-
tor could cast his vote thirty nine times in 
proxy voting for money. Pastors and dea-
cons were being used to the maximum as 
most faithful distributors of money to buy 
votes. This is the type of a priesthood we 
have in our Churches today. And as stated 
earlier, as such is the system of elections in 
Nagaland today; except for a few, amongst 
the elected legislators, many are found 
to be simply money-headed people with 
lower or inferior calibre hovering over the 
chance to loot the public-exchequer; but 
not for politics, nor for development, nor 
for principle, nor for ideology, nor for the 
people, nor for the state nor for legislation. 

They intend to contest and win, not to lead 
with example or develop, but to cheat and 
amass money with an unsatiable greed, 
insensitive to the needs of the people and 
development. Their dream is to become 
rich quick by looting the State exchequer. 

The biggest loss the present politicians 
as well as the bureaucrats have been incur-
ing to the Naga people today is, the mon-
ey sanctioned against the plan-projects, 
without executing the works, those money 
are diverted, withdrawn and embezzled. 
They embezzle the public-money to self-
satisfaction for self-development, and to 
buy votes. And with the money embezzled, 
they go on buying lands and houses of the 
poors. They build numerous marble build-
ings for summer and winter in five years. 
They build double in ten years. Some have 
owned a number of buildings for rent in cit-
ies and towns, owned a number of villages, 
owned a number of international hotels, 
National Schools, swimming pools etc. 
During 2003-2008 and 2008-2012, money 
were excessively withdrawn without aus-
terity measures; and money meant for 
2013-2017 were also used and exhausted 
in advance. Who who were going to be the 
political leaders during 2013-2017, were 
bound to extremely suffer. It was ‘seen by 
us all, they had really suffered inclusive of 
all the Nagas. It seems no member had un-
derstood it except one. 

Today their own supporters go on 
pointing with their fingers to the tall 
buildings in the air, contemptuously say-
ing, “We voted him to power and he had 
built all these for himself - all with sto-
len money. God be the judge!”, they said. 
With the embezzled money, they are able 
to even buy legislators to be on their side. 
“Funds mean for developmental activities 
were misappropriated to finance the Chief 
Ministerial chair.” And the state suffers be-
cause the present political leadership lacks 
vision, direction and commitment to the 
peoples’ welfare. There is a total mess due 
to lack of governance which has paralysed 
administration, and yet the bureaucracy 
seems to be content waiting the time. The 
Nagas are being led to a dangerous stage 
now nearing an anarchy. 

They run their offices as the high-
est seats of profit by looting. Their offices 
have become most deceitful, dishonest 

and cruel powers. Each officer could build 
two-three multi-storied marble buildings 
for both summer and winter which could 
never be built with mere monthly salaries.

They have looted Nagaland to poverty. 
Therefore, the ethical standard of politics, 
and the high public respect for political 
leadership has gone down so low, today. 
There is an urgent call for change. 

Now a number of new political parties 
have come up, but headed by the same old 
corrupt leaders. What a change, or what a 
difference can we expect? There is no lead-
er who sincerely talks about the need to 
bring a change. They are like fickle chame-
leons change from colour to colour bow-
ing and worshipping an equal leader who 
promises them position and more money. 

(iv) King Solomon’s deep remorse : 
King Solomon, the known wisest 

man on earth, whose achievements had 
touched the zenith of worldly leadership, 
power, wisdom, authority, riches, glory, 
fame, and fabulous luxuries by overtaxing 
and looting his subjects; who married and 
enjoyed a thousand beautiful wives includ-
ing queens and many foreign wives which 
later on turned him - a man of best heart 
- from God forsaking wisdom. And from 
a thousand wives, not even one wise son 
was born to Solomon. His kingdom was 
bound to be destroyed by one of his fool-
ish sons. It was too late to realise even for 
a wise man like Solomon too. And it came 
about in the end of Solomon’s growing old; 
endless troubles and sorrows came upon 
him. And the great thinker and philoso-
pher, Solomon repeatedly said the phrase, 
“Meaningless”, “Meaningless.” “Everything 
is meaningless.” And in the end, he said, 
“Here is the conclusion of the whole mat-
ter: Fear God and keep His commandents, 
for this is the whole duty of a man. For God 
will bring every deed into judgement, in-
cluding every hidden thing, whether it is 
good or evil”(Ecc.12:13,14). And with a 
foolish son on the throne, Solomon’s king-
dom was not spared after his death. 

(vi) A kingdom that Jesus  
wants on earth : 
***Jesus was not interested in setting 

up a kingdom like those of the world; full 
of vice, wickedness, corruption and tem-
poral. His plan was far different. He sought 

a kingdom in which everybody would be 
good, kind, unselfish and free from cor-
ruption. A kingdom in which righteous-
ness, justice, truth, love and peace would 
rule without end; and injustice, discrimi-
nation, poverty and hunger will be no 
more where dishonesty, thieves and extor-
tioners will be unknown. Jesus’ ordained 
purpose is to establish on earth a kingdom 
of heaven with the most refined and high-
est civilization in the universe free from 
self-destruction of sin. There is a call, if 
there is one who can stand up firm to build 
the kingdom of heaven that Jesus wants on 
earth. As for falling down before Satan to 
worship him for cheap glory he could give, 
Jesus would have none of it. 

Jesus was allured by the tempter to fall 
into worldly leadership, power, riches, fame 
and popularity. Thus the devil tempted even 
the Son of God. But Jesus sternly said to the 
god of temptation, “Away from me, Satan! 
For it is written: “Worship the Lord your 
God, and serve Him only.” And the devil 
departed from Him. It had caused Satan to 
withdraw, “until another convenient time”. 

Jesus had endured the severest test. He 
has endured the test, greater than we shall 
ever be called to endure. Satan’s highest 
bid had failed. The loyalty and purpose of 
Jesus could not be subverted. By His victo-
ry, Jesus set shining example of utter trust, 
self-effacing devotion, and of no compro-
mise with evil, to all who should join Him 
in the struggle against temptation of the 
temporal worldly position, glory, power 
and riches. He had shown us we too are to 
be careful when we make a choice for life. 
His victory is ours. Resist the devil like Je-
sus, and he will flee from you. 

Like Jesus, honestly do a thing that is 
eternal good which will live and for which 
your name too will live forever. 

Do not amass possessions by dishonest 
means, because on the day you die, at your 
funeral, though someone may shower 
praises of flattery before men, your name 
will be remembered as a thief before the 
Lord written in the book of the damned 
forever. It is a false legacy. History will 
never forgive it. Be a leader! Yes. But be an 
honest leader to be a witness and stand for 
the truth. That is a true legacy. “God is your 
throne forever”.(Heb.1:8). 

To be continued...

Election and Beyond

Why Did Jesus Decline to Become a Worldly King or Leader?

1. Shall not buy votes with money.
2. Shall not insist/force Clan, Khel, Village, and family to de-

clare support for a  particular candidate.
3. Shall not bribe the voters with money or materials.
4. Shall not distribute party money or provide party-based de-

velopment work during election time.
5. Shall not distribute alcohol, drugs, or other intoxicants to 

voters.
6. Shall not set up camps in colony/khel/vlllage/town.
7. Shall not put up flags and posters on an individual house-

hold except in party office and house of the candidate.
8. Shall not provide feasting, picnic, or go for procession.
9. Shall not use force, intimidation and undue influence to the 

voters.
10. Shall not use the support of underground/NPGs for threat-

ening voters.
11. Shall have a dear and realistic manifesto.
12. Shall avoid house to house campaign.
13. Shall discipline the party workers and educate them with 

CEC instructed by the NBCC.
14. Shall not use/spread false propaganda for personal gain.
15. Shall not be involved in booth capturing and any other ac-

tivities which are unbecoming of any political party.
16. Shall  deliver peace,  justice, and development for our people
17. Shall participate in the Common Platforms organized by the 

Clean Election committee.
18. Shall support NBCC-CEC guidelines in letter and spirit, and 

cooperate with all the initiatives of  Association level CEC-
Core Committee.

Issued in public interest

Pledge Signed by 
Political Parties and 

NBCC for Clean Elections



NEWS IN BRIEF
DRDO successfully test-flies Rus-
tom-2 drone
New Delhi, Feb. 25 (IANS): The Defence Research 
and Development Organisation (DRDO) on Sunday 
successfully carried out a test flight of indigenous 
drone Rustom-2 at its Aeronautical Test Range in 
Karnataka’s Chitradurga district, an official statement 
said. A medium altitude, long endurance unmanned 
air vehicle being developed by DRDO for the three 
defence services, the Rustom-2, with capability to 
fly for 24 hours at a stretch, can conduct sustained 
surveillance and can also carry weapons along. “This 
flight assumes significance given the fact that this is 
the first flight in user configuration with higher power 
engine. All parameters were normal,” the DRDO said 
in a release. The test flight at the test range at Chalakere 
was carried out in the presence of DRDO Chairman S. 
Christopher, Director General of Aeronautical Systems 
C.P. Ramanarayanan, DG Electronics and Communi-
cation Systems J. Manjula and other senior scientists.

Policeman dies in militant attack 
in Kashmir 
Srinagar, Feb. 25 (IANS): A policeman was killed in a 
militant attack on Sunday near Charar-e-Sharief shrine 
in Badgam district of Jammu and Kashmir, police said. 
Constable Kultar Singh of the Jammu and Kashmir 
Armed Police 13th Battalion was injured when mili-
tants attacked a security guard post outside the shrine 
and escaped with his weapon. Kultar later succumbed 
to his injuries at the hospital. Though security forces 
cordoned off the area for search operations after the at-
tack, no one had been detained at the time of filing this 
report.  Director General of Police S.P. Vaid condoled 
the Constable’s death in a tweet. “Pained at the loss of 
a valued colleague Kultar Singh of JKAP 13 Bn who at-
tained martyrdom in an attack on J&K Police guard for 
protection of Charar-e-Sharief shrine.”

Two security personnel injured in 
Naxal IED blast in C’garh 
Raipur, Feb. 25 (PTI): Two Chhattisgarh Armed Force 
(CAF) personnel, including an assistant platoon com-
mander, were today injured in blasts carried out by 
Naxals in Chhattisgarh s Bijapur district, police said. 
The incident took place in the forests near Tarlaguda 
and Tarud villages, around 450 kilometres from here, 
when a team of the CAF’s 12th battalion was out on 
an area domination operation, a police official told 
PTI. The two have been identified as assistant pla-
toon commander Puran Singh and constable Bhu-
vaneshwar Yadav. While passing through a dirt track, 
Singh and Yadav stepped on an improvised explosive 
device that used a pressure mechanism, triggering a 
blast that left the two injured, officials informed. They 
have been evacuated from the site and reinforcements 
had been rushed in, the official added.

Seven get jail term in Kerala hu-
man trafficking case  
Kochi, Feb. 25 (PTI): A CBI court here has awarded rig-
orous imprisonment (RI) to seven persons, including 
three women, in a human trafficking case. The seven 
persons trafficked women from parts of Kerala to 
brothels in gulf countries from 2009-2012. While four 
accused were awarded 10 years RI and slapped fines 
ranging from Rs 2.54 lakh to Rs 1.54 lakh, the rest were 
handed seven years RI and fine of Rs 1.2 lakh each. Six 
other accused in the case, who aided the racketeers, 
were acquitted by the court, while two accused turned 
approvers and one is still absconding. CBI court judge 
S Santhosh Kumar yesterday observed that based on 
the evidence provided by the victims, they were treated 
as “slaves” in the UAE. Cases were filed against the ac-
cused under various sections of the Indian Penal Code 
and the Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act. The matter 
had come to light when a woman from Thiruvanan-
thapuram was promised a domestic help’s job and 
sent to Muscat in 2012 by the accused. The woman was 
sent to the gulf nation on a forged passport. She was 
taken to UAE and forced into prostitution by Suresh, 
Lissy Sojan and Sethulal. However, the victim man-
aged to escape and reached Mumbai where she was 
arrested for possessing a fake passport. The woman 
was handed over to the Kerala Police and a case was 
registered at Kochi.
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PM takes dig at Cong dynasty rule; 
predicts BJP win in Karna, Northeast

Sealing: Delhi traders to open markets till midnightMP Assembly’s Budget 
session to begin on feb.26

Rahul to communicate directly with 
grassroots workers in Rajasthan

FIR against Delhi AAP MLA for 
saying officers ‘should be beaten up’

Every section of society fed up with 
anti-people BJP govt. in Hry — Hooda 

India hopes China upholds global financial watchdog’s objectives

NIA to seek Interpol Red Corner notice 
against Pak diplomat wanted in terror plot 

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi waves during a public rally in 
Puducherry on Sunday. 

PTI

Traders shout slogans during a ‘Katora’ protest against the ongoing 
sealing in the city, in New Delhi on Sunday.

Puducherry, Feb. 25 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi today hit out at the 
“one family” dynastic rule 
of Congress for 48 years and 
said it should be compared 
with the achievements of 
the “development-orient-
ed” NDA in the last four 
years.

Modi, who was ad-
dressing a BJP organised 
public meeting here, re-
ferred to the regimes of Ja-
waharlal Nehru, his daugh-
ter Indira Gandhi and her 
son Rajiv Gandhi without 
naming them.

His comments come 
weeks after Congress Presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi had 
dared Modi to spell out 
achievements of the NDA 
government instead of 
criticising his party.

In his address here, 
Modi also said “between 
2004 and 2014, the same 
family ran the government 
with remote control,” in an 
apparent reference to the 
Manmohan Singh-led UPA 
regime. “From Puducherry, 
I would like to give a mes-
sage for the intellectuals of 
this country,” he said.

Intellectuals can debate 
the difference between 
what was gained and lost 

during the Congress re-
gimes and what the BJP-led 
NDA has achieved in 48 
months, he said.

Though nations that 

got independence in 1947 
like India have grown, the 
country still lagged behind 
and it warranted a serious 
thought on the lacunae vis-

a-vis the functioning of the 
government and political 
culture that were holding 
back the nation, Modi said.

In an obvious reference 
to his oft-repeated slogan 
“Congress mukt Bharat”, 
Modi asserted the Con-
gress would be left with 
only the V Narayanasamy 
government in Puducherry 
in the country, saying the 
BJP would win the com-
ing assembly elections in 
Karnataka and north east.

The jibe drew laughter 
from the large crowd that 
had gathered to listen to 
Modi, who became the first 
prime minister to address 
a public meeting in this 
former French colony in 
33 years.

Rajiv Gandhi was the 
last Prime Minister to ad-
dress a rally here in 1984.

Targeting the Congress 
government in Puduch-
erry, Modi said the union 
territory had poor infra-
structure and was a victim 
of “Congress culture”.

He claimed Puduch-
erry had poor infrastruc-
ture and sectors such as 
transport and cooperation 
were in a shambles and 
charged the successive re-
gimes with doing injustice 

for the people.
He also came down on 

the Puducherry govern-
ment for not holding civic 
polls for years together 
while the “party had been 
making tall claims from 
Delhi that it is the cham-
pion of democracy and 
rights of the people.”

By delaying the civic 
polls the Congress govern-
ment “is only gagging the 
voice of the people,” he 
said.

Outlining the initiatives 
of his government like the 
‘Mudhra Yojana’ and ‘Jan 
Dhan Yojana’, he said such 
schemes empowered the 
people across the country.

Modi said the Prime 
Minister’s Mudra Scheme 
had been implemented 
expeditiously with around 
3.25 lakh youth having 
been benefitted during the 
last three years.

Udan Scheme provid-
ing regional air connectiv-
ity would be of help for 
Puducherry to promote 
tourism and generate em-
ployment, he said.

Modi also listed finan-
cial assistance given to 
various schemes such as 
smart city for the union 
territory.

New Delhi, Feb. 25 (PTI): The National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA) has initiated the 
process for securing an Interpol Red Cor-
ner notice against Pakistani diplomat Amir 
Zubair Siddiqui, who was chargesheeted 
last week for allegedly conspiring to launch 
terror strikes on the US and Israeli consu-
lates in South India.

Officials in the agency said the paper-
work was being completed and would be 
sent soon to the Interpol headquarters 
based in Lyon in France for issuance of 
the Red Corner notice against Siddiqui, 
who during his stint at Pakistani High 
Commission in Sri Lanka during 2014 
had conspired to carry out terror strikes 
in India.

He was named by a Sri Lankan resident 
Sakir Hussain, who is at present undergo-
ing a simple imprisonment after pleading 
guilty in a court of law. He was arrested by 
the Tamil Nadu Police after the Intelligence 
Bureau busted the conspiracy in April 
2014. His jail term will end next year.

Hussain had carried out reconnais-
sance of the US consulate in Chennai and 
Israeli consulate in Bangalore to facilitate 
a terror strike similar to 26/11. For this, 
two terrorists were to be flown in from 
Maldives.

Siddiqui was working as visa counsel-
lor at the Pakistan High Commission in 
Colombo but had to be repatriated to 
Islamabad after India mounted pressure 
on Sri Lanka about his alleged activities 
targeting this country.

He was nailed after the NIA was hand-
ed over evidence by the US authorities. The 
documents handed over by the US to India 
established communication between 
Hussain and ‘Shahjee’, a Pakistani national 
introduced to the accused allegedly by a 

Pakistani diplomat working with its mis-
sion in Sri Lanka.

The NIA, which has carried out the 
probe into the conspiracy meticulously, 
had sent a request under Mutual Legal As-
sistance Treaty to the US for details from 
service provider whose email was being 
used by Hussain to communicate to his 
handler in Sri Lanka.

The response provided by US authori-
ties following the request under the MLAT 
showed that the account was being oper-
ated by “Shahjee” who had provided the 
name while registering with the email 
account, the officials said. There have 
been communication with some email 
addresses in Pakistan and even personal 
account of Siddiqui, they said.

The email account is also alleged to 
have been operated under the Internet 
Protocol (IP) address of the Pakistan High 
Commission in Colombo, they said.

The code name for the terror plot to 
attack the US consulate in Chennai was 
“wedding hall” which was to be executed 
by “cooks”, a code for terrorists who were to 
gain entry from Maldives into India.

Hussain had given a detailed descrip-
tion of his meetings with various Pakistani 
officials based in Sri Lanka as well as two 
“fidayeen” (suicide attackers) whom he 
had met in Bangkok.

Hussain was told by a Pakistani official, 
who was of a higher rank than Siddiqui, 
that the project to carry out the attack 
at the US consulate in Chennai would 
be code-named as “wedding hall” and 
“cooks” was the code for the two terrorists 
who would have executed the plan.

“Spice” was the code name for the 
bomb devices which were to be planted at 
the consulate, they said.

New Delhi, Feb. 25 (PTI): 
A group of traders in Delhi 
has announced a series of 
protests, including keep-
ing markets open till mid-
night and organising car 
rallies, to protest against 
the sealing of illegal com-
mercial establishments in 
the city.

Civic  bodies have 
undertaken the sealing 
drive initiated by a Su-
preme Court-appointed 
Monitoring Committee 
on December 17 last year. 
The committee is sealing 
business establishments 
that are using residential 
properties for commercial 
purposes.

Commercial premis-
es have been sealed for 
failing to deposit conver-
sion charges according to 

Bhopal, Feb. 25 (PTI): 
The month-long Budget 
session of the Madhya 
Pradesh Assembly will 
commence here tomor-
row with the address of 
Governor Anandiben Pa-
tel.

The session is likely to 
be a stormy one with the 
opposition Congress de-
ciding to corner the Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan govern-
ment on several issues 
including the farmers’ 
plight, drought-like situ-
ation, water crisis among 
others.

Leader of Opposition 
Ajay Singh has convened 
a meeting of party MLAs 
tomorrow to decide the 
strategy to corner the BJP 

government.
“We will seek replies 

from the state government 
that what happened to 
their proposal of asking 
Rs 3,500-crore from the 
Centre to deal with the 
drought-like situation,” 
Singh said.

“The recent hailstorm 
has worsened the situa-
tion for farmers but the 
state government failed to 
offer them relief,” alleged 
Singh. 

According to the As-
sembly secretariat, 18 sit-
tings of would be held in a 
span of 31-days while the 
Budget will be presented 
on February 28.

The session culmi-
nates on March 28.

New Delhi, Feb. 25 (PTI): 
The Congress is set to 
launch a contact initia-
tive, which will have party 
president Rahul Gandhi 
and AICC mandarins di-
rectly communicating 
with its grassroots work-
ers in Rajasthan in a bid to 
strengthen the state unit 
ahead of the assembly 
polls there.

Pande said the initi-
ative, the brainchild of 
Gandhi himself, is one of 
the measures the party is 
taking to bolster its state 
body by engaging and en-
ergizing the workers.

Direct communication 
with Gandhi would also 
boost the morale of work-
ers of the party, which is 
trying to wrest power from 

the BJP, Pande added.
“Shakti is the party’s 

technology intervention. 
As part of it, Rahul ji and 
the AICC headquarter 
will stay in touch with 
hordes of  grassroots 
workers in the state... The 
pilot project will be im-
plemented in Rajasthan,” 
Pande said. The Congress’s 
Rajasthan unit had last 
year tasked 230 coordina-
tors with creating a data 
base of its ground-level 
functionaries, numbering 
around 16 lakh.

Apart from “Shakti”, 
the Congress will also im-
plement its “Mera Booth, 
Mera Gaurav” (my booth, 
my pride) programme to 
micromanage its assembly 
poll campaign.

New Delhi, Feb. 25 (IANS): 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
MLA Naresh Balyan has 
been booked for saying 
that officers obstructing 
public work “should be 
beaten up”, police said on 
Sunday.

“Whatever happened 
to the Chief Secretary 
(Anshu Prakash)... I say 
they should be beaten up, 
they should be thrashed... 
whoever obstructs the 
work being done for the 
common man, should be 
meted out the same treat-
ment,” Balyan, a legislator 
from Uttam Nagar, said at 
a public rally on Friday.

Balyan later told IANS 
that his words were mis-
construed and that he only 
meant that the public had 
the right to beat up erring 
officials. “My contention 
was that the people should 
be given ration on the ba-

sis of their ration cards 
and that people have the 
right to beat up officials 
obstructing its implemen-
tation,” he said.

In an order issued on 
Tuesday, the Delhi gov-
ernment had stipulated 
that beneficiaries will no 
longer need Aadhaar bio-
metrics to buy subsidised 
ration, bringing the ration 
card system back for a 
while. The FIR was regis-
tered on Saturday at the 
Dabri police station in 
west Delhi.

The comment came 
days after Chief Secretary 
Anshu Prakash alleged 
that he was beaten up by 
AAP MLAs Amanatullah 
Khan and Prakash Jarwal 
in the presence of Kejriwal 
at the Chief Minister’s resi-
dence on Monday night, 
where he had been called 
for an emergency meeting.

Hodal (Har), Feb. 25 (PTI): Former 
Haryana chief minister Bhupinder 
Singh Hooda today launched a 
scathing attack on the BJP govern-
ment in the state, alleging that every 
section of the society, including 
farmers, traders and government 
employees were fed up with this 
“anti-people” dispensation.

He urged the people of Haryana 
to get rid of the “anti-people” BJP 
government in the state in the next 
Assembly polls.

At the launch of his “Jankranti 
Rath Yatra” in Anaj Mandi in Hodal 
the Congress leader alleged that the 
BJP had not fulfilled even one of the 
154 promises it made before the 
Assembly elections three and a half 
years ago.

Hooda, who addressed the rally 
from a wheelchair after suffering 
an ankle fracture about two weeks 
ago, said all sections of the society 
including farmers, workers, govern-
ment employees, traders, and youth, 
are suffering because of “anti-people 

policies” of the state government.
“The situation in the state is go-

ing from bad to worse,” he alleged.
Hooda started his ‘Rath Yatra’ 

from Palwal’s Hodal town, which is 
at the southern tip of the state, and 
would cover all 90 Assembly con-
stituencies.

Alleging that farmers in the state 
are not getting even half the value 
of their crop, what they got during 
the Congress rule, he said, “The gov-
ernment has repeatedly used force 
against farmers whenever they raise 
their demands, like they did a few 
days ago.” 

The former chief minister said 
the BJP had promised to bring back 
black money stashed overseas and 
that Rs 15 lakh would be deposited 
to every bank account.

“But once in power they went 
back on this promise,” he said.

Expressing concern over the 
law-and-order situation in the state, 
Hooda alleged that rape, loot, mur-
der and dacoity were rampant.

About the Sutlej Yamuna Link ca-
nal issue, he said work on the canal 
was started from the Kapoori village 
in Punjab in 1982 by then Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi.

Most of the work on the canal 
was completed under the Congress 
rule but as soon as the BJP came to 
power in Haryana, it started closing 
the canal, Hooda alleged.

He claimed that northern parts 
of Haryana were irrigated mainly by 
tube-wells and the Congress gov-
ernment had started work on the 
Dadupur-Nalwi canal to replenish 
ground water but the BJP govern-
ment in the state decided to scrap 
the project.

He called on Congress workers to 
take the message of party president 
Rahul Gandhi and former president 
Sonia Gandhi to every village and 
town in the state, and told them 
to prepare for the Jan Kranti Yatra, 
“which would be a movement for 
bringing back the lost glory of the 
state”.

New Delhi, Feb. 25 (IANS): India 
on Sunday congratulated China for 
being elected Vice President of the 
Financial Action Task Force (FATF), 
an inter-governmental body to 
combat money laundering and ter-
ror financing among other financial 
crimes, expressing the hope that it 
will uphold its objectives.

“Congratulations to China on its 
election as Vice President of Finan-
cial Action Task Force at the FATF 
plenary meetintg on February 23,” 
External Affairs Ministry spokesper-
son Raveesh Kumar tweeted.

“We remain hopeful that China 
would uphold and support the ob-
jectives and standards of FATF in a 
balanced, objective, impartial and 
holistic way,” he said.

China’s election to the FATF as-
sumes significance as Pakistan is 
set to be put in the watchdog’s grey 
list, which puts countries under the 
scanner for not implementing the 
body’s objectives, in June this year.

In what can be seen as a sig-
nificant diplomatic victory for India, 
China stood down against voting for 
“all weather friend” Pakistan not to 
be put in the FATF’s grey list which 
names countries for not implement-
ing the body’s objectives.

Three votes from the FATF’s 37 
members are needed for a country 
not to be put in the grey list.

China, Turkey and Saudi Arabia, 
leading the six-nation Gulf Coopera-
tion Council (GCC) that votes as one 
bloc, were against Pakistan being put 
in the grey list.

However, the US managed to 
prevail upon Saudi Arabia not to 
stop Pakistan being put in the grey 
list while New Delhi reportedly 
worked out a deal with Beijing, as-
suring China a larger role in the 
FATF.

Pakistan worked hard to get out 
of the grey list in the FATF plenary 
session in Paris on February 22-23.

Eventually, though it was not 

included in the nine nations named 
for the grey list, the FATF decided 
that Pakistan, accused of providing 
safe havens for terrorists, will be put 
in the grey list in June.

Th FATF plenary sessions are 
held in February, June and October 
every year.

Pakistan, which was previously 
on the grey list from 2012 to 2015, 
on Saturday slammed the decision 
as “politically motivated” that may 
affect its future cooperation.

Meanwhile, India and China, 
during Indian Foreign Secretary 
Vijay Gokhale’s visit to Beijing on 
February 23-24, agreed that “sound 
development of relations” between 
them will help in bringing stability 
to today’s world.

Gokhale, a former Ambassador 
to China and a fluent Mandarin-
speaker, held talks with Chinese 
State Councillor Yang Jiechi, Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi and Vice Foreign 
Minister Kong Xuanyou

provisions in Master Plan 
2021.

“Markets in Delhi will 
remain open till midnight 
on March 8. Traders will 
burn effigy of sealing in 

Delhi on February 28, a 
day before Holi, and on 
March 4 we will take out 
car rallies in different parts 
of Delhi,” Confederation 
of All India Traders (CAIT) 

Secretary-General Praveen 
Khandelwal said in a state-
ment.

The decision to hold 
protests was taken at a 
meeting of traders con-
vened by CAIT yesterday.

Khandelwal said that 
by closing shops, traders 
have shown their resent-
ment many times, but it 
will be for the first time 
in Delhi that traders will 
open their shops till mid-
night to register their pro-
test against the ongoing 
sealing drive.

On February 28, effi-
gies of “sealing” will be put 
to flames at more than 100 
places in Delhi, including 
in Chandni Chowk, Karol 
Bagh, Connaught Place, 
Sadar Bazar and South 
Extension, he said.
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Khaleda Zia

Xi Jinping

China prepares ground for Xi 
to stay in power indefinitely

New attacks in Syria’s Eastern Ghouta after UNSC resolution

Pakistan calls FATF decision 
‘politically motivated’

N Korea slams latest US 
sanctions as ‘act of war’

 Khaleda Zia’s bail in graft case extended till feb.26

Beijing, Feb. 25 (PTI): In 
an unprecedented move, 
China’s ruling Communist 
Party today prepared the 
ground for President Xi 
Jinping to stay in power 
indefinitely after the end 
of his second term in 2022 
as it proposed to remove 
presidential term limits 
from the party’s Constitu-
tion.

The CPC Central Com-
mittee proposed removing 
the clause that the Presi-
dent and Vice-President 
“shall serve no more than 
two consecutive terms” 
from the country’s Consti-
tution, state-run Xinhua 
news agency reported to-
day.

The removal of the 
term limit, which is expect-
ed to be endorsed by the 
Plenum of the party to be 
held tomorrow would give 
64-year-old Xi, regarded as 
the most powerful leader in 
modern China, a limitless 
tenure. Xi’s predecessors, 
Jiang Zemin who was in 
power from 1993 to 2003 
and Hu Jintao from 2003 to 
2013 stepped down as the 
General Secretary of the 
party as well as the presi-
dent after widely followed 
rule as well as a convention 
of two terms to promote 
collective leadership sys-
tem in the one-party state.

If China pushes ahead 
with the proposal, Xi would 
become the country’s most 
powerful leader since Mao 
Zedong, who ruled for 
more than three decades 
through 1976.

A seven-man leader-
ship committee unveiled 
last year included no po-
tential successor, raising 
the prospect that Xi intends 
to govern beyond his sec-
ond term.

This would make Xi 
the only leader after Mao 
and his predecessor Deng 
Xiaoping whose thoughts 
were written into the Con-
stitution. It would place 
him above the rest of the 
leaders of the party.

Robert Lawrence Kuhn, 

an American scholar on 
China who moved closely 
with Chinese leaders and 
scholars for decades, told 
PTI earlier that the inclu-
sion of Xi’s thoughts in the 
Constitution and his “core 
leadership” status con-
ferred on him by the party 
previously put him “sub-
stantially ahead of others” 
in the party. 

With the status of “core 
leader” and his name writ-
ten into the Constitution, 
the retirement age limit is 
not expected to be applica-
ble to Xi. As per the existing 
convention, he is due to 
retire after 2022. Observ-
ers say as “core leader” Xi 
could continue as General 
Secretary of the CPC.

The new amendment 
to the Constitution remov-
ing the two term rule would 
clear the last impediment 
for him to continue as the 
president for an unprec-
edented third term after 
2022. Since Xi took over 
power he consolidated his 
hold on power with mas-
sive anti-graft campaign 
in which over a million 
officials from the top to 
bottom were punished.

The three-day party 
plenum beginning here 
tomorrow is also expected 
to change the top echelons 
of the Chinese government 
by packing the powerful 
posts with Xi’s loyalists. 

Yesterday the CPC Cen-
tral Committee meeting 
headed by Xi discussed 
a list of proposed candi-
dates for state leadership 
positions, Xinhua reported 
without disclosing details. 

Xi was elected as the 
head of the Party and Presi-
dent in 2013 and later took 
over as head of the military.

In 2016, the CPC of-
ficially gave him the title of 
“core” leader. The thoughts 
of two of Xi’s predecessors 
were mentioned in the 
Constitution but not their 
names. Any attempt to 
challenge Xi or his thinking 
would be seen as defiance 
against the party.

Damascus, Feb. 25 (IANS): Syrian 
government forces on Sunday con-
tinued their airstrikes and shelling of 
Eastern Ghouta, a rebel-held suburb 
of the capital Damascus, hours after 
the UN Security Council (UNSC) 
approved resolution demanding a 
30-day nationwide cease-fire.

On Sunday morning, two air-
strikes targeted the town of al-Shi-
fonia, while government troops 
launched missiles against Harasta, 
Karf Badna and Jesren, according to 
the Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights (SOHR), a UK-based war 
monitor.

Despite fighting between govern-
ment troops and the Jaysh al-Islam 

(Army of Islam), the SOHR reported 
that Saturday night was the calmest 
in the region since the government 
forces intensified their attacks on 
Eastern Ghouta as there were no 
casualties.

The attacks involved the use of 
heavy arms and were the first to take 
place in al-Shifonia since February 
18, when the government forces 
started their campaign.

Also on Sunday, six surface-to-
surface missiles were launched at 
Harasta, four targeted Karf Badna 
and Jesren and another four were 
launched at Hamouriyah, while al-
Shifonia suffered two airstrikes, ac-
cording to the SOHR.

The UNSC on Saturday unani-
mously approved a resolution de-
manding a 30-day, nationwide 
cease-fire in Syria, including Eastern 
Ghouta.

Under the cease-fire deal con-
tinued military operations will be 
authorised against groups regarded 
as terrorist organisations by the UN, 
including the Islamic State and Nusra 
Front, who now call themselves 
Tahrir al-Sham, which the Syrian 
government says is present in Eastern 
Ghouta.

A week of intense attacks on East-
ern Ghouta killed at least 510 people, 
including 127 minors, according to 
latest figures.

Islamabad, Feb. 25 (IANS): A 
day after the Financial Action 
Task Force (FATF) decided 
to place Pakistan back on its 
terror financing watch-list on 
a list of countries that finan-
cially aid terrorism, Islama-
bad on Saturday slammed 
the decision as “politically 
motivated” that may affect 
its future cooperation.

The South Asian nation 
would be officially placed on 
the FATF “grey list” in June 
at its next meeting, a senior 
government official who 
attended the global money-
laundering watchdog’s meet-
ings in Paris told the Express 
Tribune.  Pakistan was previ-
ously on the “grey list” from 
2012 to 2015.

“The resolution against 
us was on political grounds 
to pressurise Pakistan. We 
were on this watch list till 
2015 and despite this, we 
grew the country’s economy. 

It is wrong to speculate that 
this will have dire economic 
consequences on the coun-
try,” said Interior Minister 
Ahsan Iqbal.

According to media re-
ports, despite an earlier re-
luctance to the US-led res-
olution, China and the Gulf 
Cooperation Council later 
dropped their opposition 
to the move against Paki-
stan. Turkey was the only 
country which blocked the 
resolution. 

The reports said that Ger-
many and France supported 
the US motion.

Now, the FATF would 
require Pakistan to submit an 
action plan in May in order to 
be removed from the list in 
the coming months or years. 

If Pakistan fails to submit 
a plan, the FATF has the op-
tion of placing the country 
on its black list, which carries 
“adverse implications”. 

Seoul, Feb. 25 (PTI/AFP): North Korea tody slammed 
the latest US measures against it as an “act of war”, 
after US President Donald Trump announced the 
“heaviest sanctions ever” on the nuclear-armed re-
gime.

The measures, which Washington says are aimed 
at forcing Pyongyang to roll back its banned nuclear 
and weapons programmes, target more than 50 North 
Korea-linked shipping companies, vessels and trade 
businesses.

“Like we have said repeatedly, we consider any 
restrictions on us as an act of war,” the North’s foreign 
ministry said in a statement carried by the state-run 
KCNA news agency.

It also vowed a retaliation if the US “really has the 
nerves” to confront the North in a “rough” manner.

Trump warned on Friday that, if the latest sanc-
tions don’t work, the US would “go to phase two” that 
“may be a very rough thing”, without elaborating.

In response, the North also vowed to “subdue the 
US in our own way” if provoked, saying “Trump is 
trying to change us with such sanctions and hostile 
remarks, which shows his ignorance about us”.

The comment came hours before the North’s 
senior delegation led by Kim Yong Chol, a blacklisted 
military general, is set to attend the closing ceremony 
of the South’s Winter Olympics, which will also be at-
tended by Trump’s daughter Ivanka Trump.

Dhaka, Feb. 25 (PTI): A 
Bangladeshi court today 
extended the bail of former 
prime minister and main 
opposition BNP chief Kha-
leda Zia until tomorrow in 
a graft case, media reports 
said.

The 72-year-old three-
time former prime min-
ister was sentenced by 
Dhaka’s Special Court on 
February 8 in connection 
with the embezzlement of 
21 million taka (about USD 
250,000) in foreign dona-
tions meant for the Zia 
Orphanage Trust, named 
after her late husband 
Ziaur Rahman, a military 
ruler-turned-politician.

Judge MD Akhteruzza-
man of the Special Judge 
Court-5 here passed the 
order extending the bail af-
ter Zia’s barrister Moudud 
Ahmed submitted a peti-
tion seeking an extension 
of her bail in the Zia Chari-
table Trust graft case, The 
Daily Star reported.

The same court on Feb-
ruary 1 gave Zia, the Bang-
ladesh Nationalist Party 
(BNP) chief, ad-interim 
bail till today and asked her 
to appear before it, it said.

She could not appear 
before the court as she is 
lodged in jail after the con-
viction on February 8 in the 
Zia Orphanage Trust case, 
the report said.

Meanwhile, Public 

Prosecutor Mosharraf Hos-
sain Kajol moved a petition 
for issuing a production 
warrant against Zia, the 
report said.

If the court passed the 
production warrant and 
the jail authorities produce 
her before the court tomor-
row, Zia can seek bail in the 
case, it said.

The Zia charitable 
graft case, filed in August 

2011, accuses four persons 
including Zia of abusing 
power to raise funds for 
the trust from unknown 
sources.

The three others are: 
Harris Chowdhury, politi-
cal secretary of then prime 
minister Zia between 2001 
and 2006; Ziaul Islam 
Munna, Assistant Private 
Secretary (APS) to Harris; 
and Monirul Islam Khan, 
APS of former Dhaka city 
mayor Sadeque Hossain 
Khoka.

The corruption case 
is one of dozens pending 
against Zia, who has been 
a rival of Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina for decades. 
The charges against her 
had already led to her boy-
cotting polls in 2014, which 
triggered widespread pro-
tests at the time.

The BNP has claimed 
that the cases are politi-
cally-motivated to keep 
its party chief out of the 
national elections.
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Anahita Rehbein celebrates on stage after winning the Miss Germany 2018 final at Europa 
Park in Rust, Germany, 24 February 2018. 

PTI/AP

File Photo of Bollywood superstar Sridevi 
Kapoor, one of the biggest names in Hindi 
cinema, has died after suffering a heart at-
tack in Dubai on Sunday. 

Drew Barrymore loves sale shopping
Actress Drew Barrymore has admitted that despite her celebrity 
status, she can’t justify the price of designer items unless they are at 
discounted prices. The 42-year-old actress is worth an estimated 
$125 million but can’t justify the hefty price tag of high-end 
garments, so waits until they are reduced in price so she can 
“justify” the purchases, reports femalefirst.co.uk. She said: “I 
know what’s happening in fashion and have a stylist to get 
me dressed for red carpets, but I tend not to be a purchaser 
of high-end stuff because I just can’t bring myself to pay the 
prices. I do love (online shopping outlet) The Outnet though 
- sometimes you can find designer pieces for, like, 80 per 
cent off and you think, ‘OK, now I can justify this.’ (IANS)

Bollywood mourns ‘brilliant, beautiful’ Sridevi’s demise

Chris, Liam Hemsworth turned 
down cameo in ‘The Simpsons’

‘Notting Hill’ actress 
Emma Chambers no more

Miss Germany 2018

A
geless beauty, vibrant, 
beautiful, brilliant and 
iconic -- the Indian film 
fraternity outpoured its 
love for Sridevi as the 

news of her sudden and untimely 
death of the veteran actress left the 
country shocked.

Hours before the news of 
Sridevi’s death surfaced, megastar 
Amitabh Bachchan tweeted: “Na 
jaane kyun, ajeeb si ghabrahat ho 
rahi hai (I don’t know why I am 
feeling uneasy.”

From southern movie stars 
Rajinikanth and Kamal Haasan, 
veterans like Anupam Kher, Hema 
Malini and Madhuri Dixit-Nene 
and younger celebrities like Farhan 
Akhtar and Alia Bhatt -- celebrities 
were in disbelief of Sridevi’s demise 
at the age of 54.

“I’m shocked and very dis-

turbed. I’ve lost a dear friend and 
the industry has lost a true legend. 
My heart goes out to her family 
and friends. I feel the pain with 
them. Sridevi, you will be missed,” 
tweeted Rajinikanth, who featured 
with her in the memorable “Chaal-
Baaz”.

Kamal Haasan, her co-star from 
“Sadma” -- one of her most evoca-
tive performances -- said: “Have 
witnessed Sridevi’s life from an 
adolescent teenager to the magnifi-
cent lady she became. Her stardom 
was well deserved. Many happy 
moments with her flash through 
my mind including the last time I 
met her. Sadma’s lullaby haunts me 
now. We’ll miss her.”

Actress-politician Hema Malini 
wrote: “Sridevi’s sudden passing 
away has left me in deep shock. 
Can’t imagine how such a bubbly 

person, a wonderful actor, is no 
more. She has left a void in the in-
dustry that cannot be filled. Boney 
is a good friend and I’ve seen their 
daughters grow up. My prayers 
are with the family.”

Filmmaker S.S. Rajamouli 
wrote: “The first Lady Super-
star of the Country. Fifty of 
those 54 years as an actress 
par excellence. What a jour-
ney...and such an unexpected 
end. May your soul rest in 
peace.”

Before her entry into Bol-
lywood, the actor had been a 
known face in South Indian 
films. She made her debut as 
a child artiste in Tamil film 
“Thunaivan” in 1969. She also 
worked in Malayalam, Telugu 
and Kannada films.

Sridevi was awarded the 

Padma Shri, the fourth highest 
civilian honour, in 2013.

Actor Anupam Kher, who 
worked with Sridevi in a multitude 
of films like “Lamhe”, “ChaalBaaz” 
and “Karma”, said: “Am I having a 
horrible dream. Sridevi no more? 
This is so so sad. And so so not fair. 
One of the most brilliant, elegant 
and talented actresses ever. The 
queen of Indian cinema. And a 
friend. Worked with her in so many 
movies. So many amazing memo-
ries.”

He said he wants to remem-
ber her as “happening, vibrant, 
brilliant, beautiful, bestest and 
unique”.

Sridevi was in Dubai 
with husband Boney 
Kapoor and younger 
daughter Khushi when 

she breathed her last. Her elder 
daughter Jahnvi, who is due to 
make her Bollywood debut, was in 
Mumbai.

Sridevi and the rest of the fam-
ily was in Dubai to attend a family 
wedding, and she exuded elegance 
in her appearances -- photos and 
videos that are now being shared 
on social media as her “last”.

Author Chetan Bhagat wrote: 
“She never seemed to age, and 
now she is suddenly gone. We grew 
up watching her, and she was still 
going strong. Can’t believe she’s not 
there anymore. God bless her soul.”

Actor-filmmaker Farhan Akhtar 
recounted his time with Sridevi 

from 
“Lamhe”.

“My 
first job 
in 1990 
was on 
‘Lamhe’ 
and this 
song 
‘Megha 
re megha’ 
was the 
very first 
time I saw 
this legen-
dary actor 
create her 
incred-

ible magic on 
screen. From 
‘Sadma’ to 
‘ChalBaaz’, 
from ‘Mr.
India’ to 
‘Chandni’, it 
was impos-
sible to take 
your eyes off 
her when she 
appeared on 
screen.

“A true star. A gifted actor. A 
woman with tremendous dignity. 
Gone too soon. RIP Sridevi. Sad sad 
day.”

Her “Chandni” co-star Rishi 
Kapoor wrote: “Woken up to this 
tragic news. Absolute shock. Sad. 
Heartfelt condolences to Boney 
and their two daughters!”

Madhuri Dixit-Nene said, “The 
world has lost a very talented per-
son who left behind a huge legacy 
in films”.

Akshay Kumar tweeted: 
“Shocked beyond words to hear 
about the sad and untimely demise 
of #Sridevi. A dream for many, 
had the good fortune of sharing 
screen space with her long ago and 
witnessed her continued grace over 
the years. Thoughts and prayers 
with the family. RIP.”

Actor R. Madhavan described 
her as a legend of Indian cinema.

“Our industry will never be the 
same again. She was the kindest 
soul apart from being a Giant per-
former. The heavens are lucky.”

Actress Alia Bhatt tweeted: 
“Nothing makes sense. I have no 
words... just completely shocked. 
RIP Sridevi. My icon forever. Love 
you.”

Composer Vishal Dadlani 
wrote: “Srideviji was a megas-
tar in her own right. She put the 
early cracks in the glass ceiling and 
paved the way for female megas-
tars that came after her. Her rein-
vention and comeback has been 
brilliant too. We lost more than a 
star, today. We lost a pioneer.”

Actor Vivek Oberoi described 
her as a “legend, an enigma, a 
superstar whose brilliance dazzled 
us for decades”.

“Srideviji, you will live forever in 
our hearts,” he added.

IANS

A
l Jean, executive 
producer of “The 
Simpsons”, says Chris 
and Liam Hemsworth 
turned down cameos on 

the show.
In an interview to News Corp, 

the 57-year-old also said that 
actor Hugh Jackman also refused 
to do the show, reports dailymail.
co.uk. 

“We tried to get the Hemsworth 
brothers but they passed. We wrote 
a part for them, but they said no,” 
Jean said. 

His comments came after he 
was asked if “The Simpsons” would 

ever feature another Australian-
themed episode. 

Jean also said that he appreci-
ates the Australian fan base. In 
1995, the show ran an episode 
titled ‘Bart vs. Australia’ which saw 
the family travel to Australia.

Some stars, who have made 
cameos on the show include Sting, 
Jay Leno, Kim Basinger and Elton 
John.

Chris is known for playing Thor, 
while brother Liam is known for 
“The Hunger Games”. Their broth-
er Luke is known for “Neighbours” 
and the TV series “Westworld”. 

IANS

B
ritish actress 
Emma Chambers, 
best known for 
her role as Honey 
Thacker in “Not-

ting Hill”, is dead. She was 53.
Her agent said Cham-

bers died of natural causes 
on Wednesday evening, 
and said the actor “brought 
laughter and joy to many, 
and will be greatly missed”. 
She is survived by her hus-
band Ian Dunn, who is also 
an actor, reports theguard-
ian.com. 

Chambers is also known 
for playing Alice Tinker in 
“The Vicar of Dibley”. Dawn 
French, the star of “The Vicar 
of Dibley”, described her 
as “a unique and beautiful 
spark”.

Her “Notting Hill” co-star 
Hugh Grant tweeted that 
she was “a hilarious and very 

warm person”.
Her agent, John 

Grant, said: “We are 
very sad to announce 
the untimely death, from 
natural causes, of the 
acclaimed actress 
Emma Cham-
bers.

“Over the 
years, Emma 
created a wealth 
of characters 
and an immense 
body of work. She 
brought laughter 
and joy to many, 
and will be greatly 
missed.”

Grant added: 
“At this difficult 
time we ask that 
the privacy of the 
family and loved 
ones be respected.”

IANS
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File Photo of  Bollywood superstar Sridevi Kapoor, receiving Padma Shri from the then President 
Pranab Mukherjee at Padma Awards 2013 at the Rashtrapati Bhavan. Sridevi Kapoor, one of the 
biggest names in Hindi cinema, has died after suffering a heart attack in Dubai on Sunday. 

A
ctress 
Jen-
nifer 
Law-
rence 

is working on a series 
project inspired by 
#MeToo, Time’s Up 
and gender wage 
gap conversations in 
Hollywood.

While promot-
ing her film “Red 
Sparrow” here, 
Lawrence said that 

she has part-
nered with 
former E! 
News anchor 
Sadler for a 
series project, 
reports 
hollywood 

reporter. 
com. 

“I’m going to be EPing a show 
with Catt Sadler,” she said.

When asked to elaborate, 
she declined further comment, 
saying: “I wasn’t supposed to an-
nounce that but I am.”

According to a source, Law-
rence and Sadler are developing a 
series inspired by #MeToo, Time’s 
Up and gender wage gap conver-
sations in Hollywood. 

The source added that the 
pair are looking to take a deep 
dive into issues facing women to-
day and have brought Stephanie 
Soechtig into the mix to direct, 
reports hollywoodreporter.com. 

Soechtig is a documentary 
director known for exploring 
America’s gun violence epidemic 
and its problem with obesity. The 
team is looking to fast track the 
docuseries once they secure a 
distributor. 

IANS

Lawrence working on docu-series 
on #MeToo movement
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Although the temperature in Europa’s surface is next to absolute zero, there is an enormous amount of 
thermal energy in its core. (Photo: NASA)
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New Delhi, Feb. 25 (IANS): 
Nearly 33 per cent of peo-
ple, specially the younger 
generation that has grown 
up in a digital world, care 
more for their smart-
phones over engaging 
with individuals they love 
and India tops the list with 
47 per cent, a report said 
on Saturday.

The study by telecom-
munications company 
Motorola, which is devel-
oped in partnership with 
Nancy Etcoff -- expert in 
‘Mind-Brain Behaviour 
and the Science of Happi-
ness’, from Harvard Uni-
versity, said: “We, as a gen-

eration, are losing control 
of our lives.”

“Over half of the re-
spondents (53 per cent) 
described their smart-
phones as their best friend 
and companion. India 
tops the chart with 65 per 
cent,” the study, issued by 
the independent research 
company Ipsos, noted.

India again topped the 
list with 64 per cent when 
it came to people want-
ing help with phone-life 
balance. 

The global numbers 
stand at 61 per cent where 
individuals said they 
wanted to get the most 

out of their lives when 
they were not using their 
phones. 

Mo t o r o l a  d e f i n e s 
phone-life balance as the 
desire to have a technol-
ogy to support lives with-
out becoming the center 
of it.

The study pinpointed 
key problematic smart-
phone behaviours that 
impacted people’s rela-
tionships with others and 
themselves.

“Approximately 50 per 
cent people agreed that 
they check their phone 
more often than they 
would like and nearly 44 

per cent felt compelled 
to perpetually check their 
phones. India figures at 
the top with 65 per cent 
and 57 per cent respec-
tively,” the study found.

Almost 35 per cent of 
the respondents agreed 
that they are spending 
too much time using their 
phones with 44 per cent of 
them belonging to Gen Z 
-- people who were born 
from the mid 1990s to the 
early 2000s. 

India figures at the top 
with 48 per cent and 55 
per cent respectively. 

Further to this, 53 per 
cent Indians said that they 

would be happier if they 
spent less time on their 
smartphones.

Nearly, 65 per cent 
people panic when they 
think they have lost their 
smartphone. 

“India stands at the 
top in emotional overde-
pendence of phone with 
77 per cent of respondents 
admitting that they pan-
ic when they lose their 
phone,” the study said.

Even while not using 
their smartphones, 46 per 
cent Indians were think-
ing about using it the next 
time that they get a chance 
to check their devices.

London, Feb. 25 (PTI): Scientists 
have identified gene variants 
that make people of Asian and 
European ancestry more prone to 
developing severe dengue.

Dengue fever is endemic to 
tropical and subtropical regions 
of East Asia and the Americas, but 
the virus responsible for the dis-
ease has recently spread to North 
America and Europe due to the 
introduction of its vectors — mos-
quitoes of the Aedes genus — into 
these regions. The dengue virus 
can lead to a wide spectrum of ill-
ness, ranging from classic dengue 
fever (DF) to the potentially-fatal 

dengue shock syndrome (DSS).
Ethnic diversity has long been 

considered as one of the factors 
explaining why the severe forms 
of dengue are more prevalent in 
Southeast Asia than elsewhere, as 
previously shown in epidemio-
logical research, yet the phenom-
enon has never been explained by 
human genetics.

Researchers, led by Anavaj 
Sakuntabhai from National Cen-
ter for Scientific Research (CNRS) 
in France, studied the genetics 
of 411 patients admitted with 
dengue virus infection to three 
hospitals in Thailand between 

2000 and 2003.
The study, published in the 

journal PLOS Neglected Tropical 
Diseases, identified two genes 
related to blood vessel inflam-
mation that confer risk of severe 
dengue, and four genes related 
to metabolism that affect risk of 
classic dengue fever. Further ex-
periments showed that variations 
in the genes led to observable 
changes in cellular dynamics.

A comparison with the genetic 
databases of individuals of African 
and European origin showed that 
the prevalence of these variations 
varies based on ethnic ancestry.

“The particular genetic risk 
conferred by these genes indicates 
that Southeast and Northeast 
Asians are highly susceptible to 
both phenotypes, while Africans 
are best protected against severe 
dengue,” said Mr. Sakuntabhai.

“Europeans, on the other 
hand, are less susceptible to clas-
sical dengue fever but more sus-
ceptible to severe dengue fever,” 
he said.

This research offers insights 
that can help understand the 
pathophysiology of this infectious 
disease and develop new thera-
peutic approaches.   London, Feb. 25 (IANS): 

Researchers have found 
how an unexpectedly 
high number of muta-
tions in the stem cells 
of muscles impair cell 
regeneration.

As we grow older, 
our muscular function 
declines. So, according 
to the researchers, this 
discovery may result in 
new medication to build 
stronger muscles even 
when in old age.

For the study, pub-
lished in the journal Na-
ture Communications, 
researchers investigated 
the number of mutations 
that accumulate in the 
muscle’s stem cells (satel-
lite cells).

“What is most sur-
prising is the high num-

ber of mutations. We 
have seen how a healthy 
70-year-old has accu-
mulated more than 1,000 
mutations in each stem 
cell in the muscle, and 
that these mutations are 
not random but there are 
certain regions that are 
better protected,” said 
co-author Maria Eriks-
son, professor at Sweden’s 
Karolinska Institutet.

The mutations occur 
during natural cell divi-
sion, and the regions that 
are protected are those 
that are important for the 
function or survival of the 
cells. Nonetheless, the 
researchers were able to 
identify that this protec-
tion declines with age.

“We can demonstrate 
that this protection di-

minishes the older you 
become, indicating an 
impairment in the cell’s 
capacity to repair their 
DNA. And this is some-
thing we should be able 
to influence with new 
drugs,” said Eriksson.

The study was per-
formed using single stem 
cells cultivated to provide 
sufficient DNA for whole 
genome sequencing.

“We achieved this in 
the skeletal muscle tis-
sue, which is absolutely 
unique. We have also 
found that there is very 
little overlap of muta-
tions, despite the cells 
being located close to 
each other, representing 
an extremely complex 
mutational burden,” the 
researcher noted.

London, Feb. 25 (IANS): 
Children learning to use 
tools are genuinely learn-
ing about physical causa-
tion, not just driven by 
what action previously led 
to a treat, a new study has 
claimed.

“This suggests that, 
remarkably, children begin 
to emphasise information 
about physics over infor-
mation about previous 
rewards from as young as 
seven years of age, even 
when these two types of 
information are in direct 
conflict,” said co-author 
Lucy Cheke from the De-
partment of Psychology 
at the University of Cam-
bridge.

For the study, pub-
lished in the journal PLOS 
ONE, researchers inves-
tigated children aged be-
tween 4-11 with a task 
through which they must 
retrieve a floating token to 
earn sticker rewards.

Each time, the chil-
dren were presented with 
a container of water and a 

New York, Feb. 25 (IANS): 
Inspired by the human 
eye, researchers have de-
veloped an adaptive met-
alens -- essentially a flat, 
electronically controlled 
artificial eye -- that au-
tomatically stretches to 
simultaneously focus and 
correct several factors that 
contribute to blurry im-
ages.

The adaptive metalens 
simultaneously controls 
for three of the major con-
tributors to blurry images: 
Focus, astigmatism and 
image shift.

The study, published 
in the journal Science 
Advances, demonstrates 
the feasibility of embed-
ded optical zoom and 
autofocus for a wide range 
of applications includ-
ing cell phone cameras, 
eyeglasses and virtual and 
augmented reality hard-
ware.

“This research com-
bines breakthroughs in 
artificial muscle technol-
ogy with metalens tech-
nology to create a tunable 
metalens that can change 
its focus in real time, just 

Jupiter’s moon Europa may host life New plating technology 
to make batteries safer

Young children use physics to learn about tools — StudySipping red wine may 
ward off your gum disease

Stem cells may help to stay strong in old age

Artificial eye to help correct blurry images

Asians, Europeans genetically prone to dengue — Study

Indians care more about phones than people they love — Study

Washington, Feb. 25 (PTI): 
Jupiter’s icy moon Europa 
may host life in an ocean 
of liquid water hidden un-
der its 10 kilometre-deep 
ice crust, scientists say.

Researchers from the 
University of Sao Paulo 
(USP) in Brazil conducted 
a theoretical research to 
evaluate microbial habit-
ability of Europa using 
data collected from simi-
lar environments on the 
Earth.

“We studied the pos-
sible effects of a biologi-
cally usable energy source 
on Europa based on infor-
mation obtained from an 
analogous environment 
on Earth,” said Douglas 
Galante, a researcher at 
Brazil’s National Synchro-
tron Light Laboratory 
(LNLS).

In the Mponeng gold 
mine near Johannesburg, 
South Africa, at a depth 
of 2.8 km, researchers not 
only found traces of major 
changes linked to history 
of life on Earth, but also a 
terrestrial context similar 
to Europa.

It was recently discov-
ered that the bacterium 
Candidatus Desulforu-
dis audaxviator survives 
inside the mine without 
sunlight by means of water 
radiolysis, the dissociation 
of water molecules by io-
nising radiation.

“This very deep sub-
terranean mine has water 
leaking through cracks 
that contain radioactive 
uranium. The uranium 
breaks down the water 

molecules to produce free 
radicals,” Galante said.

The free radicals at-
tack the surrounding rocks 
producing sulphate. The 
bacteria use the sulphate 
to synthesise and store en-
ergy. This is the first time 
ecosystem has been found 
to survive directly on the 
basis of nuclear energy, 
Galante said.

According to the re-
searchers, the environ-
ment colonised by bacte-
ria in the Mponeng mine 
is an excellent analogue of 
the environment assumed 
to exist at the bottom of 
Europa’s ocean.

Although the tempera-
ture in Europa’s surface is 
next to absolute zero, there 
is an enormous amount of 
thermal energy in its core.

Jupiter’s powerful grav-
itational attraction causes 
the Europa’s orbit to be ex-
tremely elliptical, meaning 

the latter finds itself either 
to close or too far from the 
gas giant.

This makes the icy 
moon suffer geometrical 
deformation as it moves 
at the mercy of Jupiter’s 
immense tidal force.

The energy released 
by the alternating states of 
elongation and relaxation 
makes Europa’s subsur-
face capable of hosting an 
ocean of liquid water.

“However,  it’s  not 
enough for there to be 
heated liquid water,” said 
Galante.

The basis for all bio-
logical activity known to 
Earth are the differences 
in concentrations of mol-
ecules, ions or electrons 
in distinct regions which 
produce a flow in a certain 
direction, allowing the 
occurrence of cellular res-
piration, photosynthesis, 
energy storage and other 

processes common to liv-
ing beings.

Researchers evaluated 
how chemical imbalance 
in Europa could be initiat-
ed through the emanation 
of water leading to chain 
reactions between water 
and chemical elements 
found in Europa’s crust.

However, a total lack 
of empirical data prevents 
scientists from unequivo-
cally presuming any of 
these events.

“That’s why we looked 
for a more universal physi-
cal effect that was highly 
likely to occur. That effect 
was precisely the action 
of radioactivity,” Galante 
said.

Celestial bodies in the 
solar system with rocky 
cores share the same 
radioactive materials, 
ejected in space by the 
Supernova explosion that 
originated the Sun and the 

Tokyo, Feb. 25 (IANS): A team of research-
ers has developed a new plating technol-
ogy that can curb some of the potential 
dangers posed by lithium ion batteries.

Repeated lithium deposition/disso-
lution during charge/discharge 
can cause serious accidents 
due to the deposition of lith-
ium dendrites that penetrate 
the separator and induce inter-
nal short-circuiting, the research-
ers said in their study published in 
Physical Chemistry Chemical Physics.

The team, led by Susumu Arai from 
Shinshu University, said that this new 
development could help society realise a 
low-carbon future.

“Lithium metal is inherently unsuit-
able for use in rechargeable batteries due 
to posing certain safety risks,” said Arai.

Dendrites, named after their bio-
logical brethren, branch off a main source 
and send electrical impulses at locations 

that may not be secured.
“A number of approaches have been 

developed to prevent the growth of lith-
ium dendrites... which are complicated 
and have some problems,” said Masahrio 
Shimizu, an assistant professor and the 
paper’s first author. 

“In contrast, our strategy of adding 
magnesium salt is extremely simple.”

The researchers introduced a 
type of magnesium salt capable of 

combining with lithium, to stop 
lithium’s continued dendritic 

branching. It worked, but 
they found it difficult to 
reverse, which is necessary 

in rechargable batteries.
Now, the researchers are 

studying the benefits of other types of 
magnesium salts, as well as working to 
improve the electrochemical stability of 
the salt combined with lithium to make 
reversal easier.

planets.
Uranium, thorium and 

potassium are the radioac-
tive elements considered 
by the research, which 
estimated the concentra-
tions for these materials 
in Europa, based on the 
quantities already ob-
served and measured on 
Earth, in meteorites and 
in Mars.

“From these amounts, 
we were able to estimate 
the energy released, how 
this energy interacts with 
the surrounding water, 
and the efficiency of the 
water radiolysis resulting 
from this interaction in 
generating free radicals,” 
Galante said.

According to the study 
published in the journal 
Scientific Reports, pyrite is 
a crucial ingredient whose 
presence is indispensable 
for life in Europa.

“ Tr a c e s  o f  py r i t e 
should be looked for as 
part of any assessment of 
the habitability of a celes-
tial body,” said Galante.

Chances for finding py-
rite in a hypothetical mis-
sion to Europa are good, 
since sulphur (S) and iron 
(Fe) are elements found 
in abundance across the 
solar system.

“The ocean bed on Eu-
ropa appears to offer very 
similar conditions to those 
that existed on primitive 
Earth during its first billion 
years. So studying Europa 
today is to some extent 
like looking back at our 
own planet in the past,” 
Galante said.

like the human eye,” said 
co-author Alan She from 
the Harvard John A. Paul-
son School of Engineer-
ing and Applied Sciences 
(SEAS).

“It also shows the pos-
sibility of future optical 
microscopes, which oper-
ate fully electronically and 
can correct many aber-
rations simultaneously,” 
the researcher added. To 
build the artificial eye, the 
researchers first needed 
to scale-up the metalens.

Prior metalenses were 
about the size of a single 
piece of glitter. They focus 
light and eliminate spher-
ical aberrations through 
a dense pattern of nano-
structures, each smaller 
than a wavelength of light.

“Because the nano-
structures are so small, 
the density of information 
in each lens is incredibly 
high,” said She. 

To solve this problem, 
the researchers developed 
a new algorithm to shrink 
the file size to make the 
metalens compatible with 
the technology currently 
used to fabricate inte-
grated circuits. 

In a paper recently 
published in Optics Ex-
press, the researchers 
demonstrated the design 
and fabrication of metal-
enses up to centimetres or 
more in diameter.

“This research pro-
vides the possibility of 
unifying two industries; 
semiconductor manufac-
turing and lens-making, 
whereby the same tech-
nology used to make com-
puter chips will be used to 
make metasurface-based 
optical components, such 
as lenses,” the researchers 
said.

The researchers also 
demonstrated that the 
lens can simultaneously 
focus, control aberrations 
caused by astigmatisms, 
as well as perform image 
shift. Together, the lens 
and muscle are only 30 
microns thick.

set of tools to use to raise 
the level.

In this test, some of the 
tools were ‘functional’ and 
some ‘non-functional’.

Functional tools were 
those that, if dropped 

into a standard container, 
would sink, raising the 
water level and bringing 
the token within reach; 
non-functional tools were 
those that would not do so, 
for example because they 

floated.
However, sometimes 

the children used func-
tional tools to attempt to 
raise the level in a leaking 
container -- in this context, 
the water would never rise 

London, Feb. 25 (IANS): 
Suffering from gum dis-
ease? Sipping a glass of red 
wine may help combat the 
harmful bacteria and oth-
er pathogens that cause 
cavities in the mouth, 
claimed a new study.

The study found that 
wine contains abundant 
and structurally diverse 
polyphenols, that are rich 
in antioxidants properties, 
and may not only be good 
for the colon and heart but 
also protect oral health.

When combined with 
the streptococcus denti-
sani -- an oral probiotic, 
the polyphenols were even 
better at fending off the 
pathogenic bacteria, said 
researchers led by M. Vic-
toria Moreno-Arribas from 
the Institute of Food Sci-
ence Research in Spain.

For the study, pub-
lished in the Journal of 
Agricultural and Food 
Chemistry, the researchers 

high enough to bring the 
token within reach, no 
matter how functional the 
tool used.

At other times, the chil-
dren were successful in re-
trieving the reward despite 
using a non-functional 
tool. After these learning 
sessions, the researchers 
presented the children 
with a standard water 
container and a series of 
choices between different 
tools. 

From the pattern of 
these choices the research-
ers could calculate what 
type of information was 
most influential on chil-
dren’s decision-making: 
reward or function.

T h e  r e s e a r c h e r s 
showed that information 
about reward was never a 
reliable predictor of chil-
dren’s choices. Instead, the 
influence of functional-
ity information increased 
with age -- by the age of 
seven, this was the domi-
nant influence in their 
decision making.

checked out the effect of 
two red wine polyphenols, 
as well as commercially 
available grape seed and 
red wine extracts, on bac-
teria that stick to teeth and 
gums and cause dental 
plaque, cavities and peri-
odontal disease.

The results found that 
the two wine polyphenols 
in isolation -- caffeic and 
p-coumaric acids -- were 
generally better than the 
total wine extracts at cut-
ting back on the bacteria’s 

ability to stick to the cells. 
T h e  m e t a b o l i t e s 

formed when digestion 
of the polyphenols begins 
in the mouth might be 
responsible for some of 
these effects, the research-
ers said. Previous studies 
have suggested that drink-
ing a couple of pegs may 
tamp down inflammation 
and help the brain clear 
away toxins. Limited com-
sumption of wine may 
also prevent the overall 
risk of developing cancer.
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Real Madrid's Cristiano Ronaldo celebrates after scoring the opening goal against Alaves during the 
Spanish La Liga soccer match at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid on Sat. Feb. 24. 

AP/PTI

The Indian cricket team pose for a photo with their trophy after beating South Africa in the third and final T20 cricket match in Cape Town, 
South Africa on Sat. Feb. 24.

AP/PTI

Athletes walk into the stadium during the closing ceremony of the 2018 Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang, South Korea on Sun. Feb. 25.
AP/PTI

Winter Olympic Games end with celebration of future

India win 3rd T20I to clinch series Real Madrid beat Alaves 4-0 in La-Liga

Defending 
champion 

Svitolina beats 
Kasatkina; keeps 

Dubai title

pyeongChang (South Ko-
rea), Feb. 25 (IANS): The 
2018 PyeongChang Win-
ter Games reached their 
grand finale on Sunday, 
with the closing ceremony 
highlighting the Olympic 
spirit of adventure while 
presenting a vision of the 
future and a message of 
peace.

T h e  c o m p e t i t i o n 
wrapped up on Sunday 
with host South Korea hav-
ing set its Winter Olympics 
medals record with 17 -- 
five gold, eight silver and 
four bronze medals, good 
for seventh place, reports 
Yonhap news agency. 

Norway led all coun-
tries with 39 medals, in-
cluding 14 gold medals. 
Germany also captured 14 
gold medals but had eight 
fewer medals in total than 
Norway.

North Korea, repre-
sented by its Winter Olym-
pics record 22 athletes, 

didn't win any medal, 
though it was hailed in 
some quarters as deliver-
ing the message of peace 
by its mere presence here.

Held under the slogan, 
"Passion, Connected," 
PyeongChang 2018 was 
the first Winter Olympics 
in South Korea and the 
largest ever, with 2,920 
athletes representing 92 
nations. 

There were a record 
102 gold medals at 12 
venues in PyeongChang 
and its neighbouring cit-
ies of Gangneung and 
Jeongseon. Athletes and 
officials gathered at the 
PyeongChang Olympic 
Stadium for one last big 
party. PyeongChang's or-
ganisers said the closing 
ceremony, put together by 
executive creative director 
Song Seung-whan, was 
titled "The Next Wave." 

It referred to the sense 
of adventure that com-

Dubai, Feb. 25 (IANS): De-
fending champion Elina 
Svitolina of Ukraine won 
her second Dubai Tennis 
Championships title in 
a row, beating Russia's 
Daria Kasatkina 6-4, 6-0 
in the final.

Top-seeded Svitolina 
needed a little over an 
hour to defeat Kasatkina, 
whom she has bested in 
all three of their encoun-
ters on Saturday, reports 
Efe news. 

This was the second ti-
tle this year for the Ukrai-
nian, ranked world No. 4, 
following her win at the 
Brisbane International, 
and the 11th in her career.

Cape town, Feb. 25 (IANS): India 
quelled a late charge by the South Af-
rican batsmen to clinch a nail biting 
seven-run victory in the third and 
final Twenty20 International (T20I) 
here on Saturday.

Chasing a target of 173 runs, the 
Proteas could only manage 165/6 in 
their 20 overs. India have thus won 
the three-match series 2-1.

The match came alive in the last 
seven overs as Jean-Paul Duminy 
and debutant Christiaan Jonker took 
the battle to the Indian bowlers.

The hosts were struggling at 
79/3 after 13 overs when Duminy 
and decided to change gears with 
a 30-run stand which came off just 
three overs.

Although Duminy fell after scor-
ing 55 runs off 41 deliveries, Jonker 
continued to trouble the visitors 
with some superb stroke play.

Jonker smashed his way to 49 
runs off just 24 balls and almost took 
the hosts to victory before falling off 
the last ball of the match.

For India, fast bowler Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar picked up two wick-

ets while Jasprit Bumrah, Shardul 
Thakur and Suresh Raina got a 
wicket each.

Earlier, India posted a competi-
tive total of 172/7. Rookie South Afri-
can pacer Junior Dala came up with 
an excellent performance in what 
was the second T20I of his fledgling 
career with figures of 3/35.

Fellow pacer Chris Morris re-
turned 2/43 while left-arm spinner 
Tabraiz Shamsi also got a wicket.

Opener Shikhar Dhawan was the 
highest scorer for India with 47 runs 
off 40 balls. Suresh Raina also batted 
well, producing a quick fire 43.

The two of them added 65 runs 
between them off 49 deliveries 
which provided a strong platform to 
the visitors' innings.

Asked to bat first, the Indians 
started their innings on a promising 
note with Rohit Sharma smashing 
two back to back boundaries off 
Chris Morris in the opening over.

But Dala dismissed him early for 
the second consecutive match when 
excellent off the the pitch movement 
and some poor footwork saw the In-

dian stand-in captain being trapped 
leg before in the second over.

Raina brought the innings back 
on track with a power packed 27-ball 
innings which included five bound-
aries and a six. He fell in the 10th over 
to Shamsi when he failed to clear the 
long-on boundary and was caught 
by Farhaan Behardien.

The in-form Manish Pandey 
did not last long, falling to a short-
pitched delivery from Dala which 
cramped him for space and his mis-
timed pull holed out to David Miller 
at long-on.

Dhawan also fell soon after when 
an accurate throw by Dala from deep 
mid-wicket caught him short of his 
crease.

The visitors kept on losing wick-
ets at regular intervals but managed 
to reach a competitive total.

Brief scores:
South Africa: 165/6 in 20 overs 

(Jean-Paul Duminy 55, Christiaan 
Jonker 49; Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
2/24) vs India: 172/7 in 20 overs 
(Shikhar Dhawan 47, Suresh Raina 
43; Junior Dala 3/35).

KG-2349 KG-2350

pels people to challenge 
themselves to reach great-
er heights, PyeongChang 
said.

The ceremony mixed 
traditional Korean imag-
ery with modern aesthet-
ics while also presenting 

its future vision of Korea 
through K-pop produc-
tions. And unlike at the 
opening ceremony, the 

athletes all marched into 
the stadium in no particu-
lar order. 

Compared to the Pa-

Madrid, Feb. 25 (IANS): 
Real Madrid enjoyed a 
relatively simple 4-0 win 
at home to Deportivo 
Alaves in the La Liga.

The win on Saturday 
continues Madrid's re-
cent upturn in form and 
performances and gives 
a boost to the Ronaldo, 
Bale, Benzema attacking 
trip with Ronaldo and 
Bale both scoring and 
Benzema giving two as-
sists and netting a late 
penalty, reports Xinhua 
news agency. 

Alaves had taken 22 
points from their last 11 
games and despite coach 
Abelardo Fernandez 
making changes to his 
starting 11, perhaps with 
half an eye on a midweek 
game at home to Levante, 
they put up stiff resis-
tance in the first half.

Ronaldo and Ben-
zema had early chances 
for Madrid, but Alaves 

rade of Nations at the 
opening ceremony, the 
Parade of Athletes at the 
closing ceremony was de-
signed to symbolize all 
competitors coming to-
gether as one nation.

And since there was 
no formal parade for par-
ticipating countries, South 
Korea and North Korea 
didn't have a joint march 
behind one flag as they did 
at the opening ceremony. 

Sp e e d  s k a t e r  L e e 
Seung-hoon, the inau-
gural men's mass start 
champion, was the flag-
bearer for South Korea, 
and figure skater Kim Ju-
sik had the honour for 
North Korea.

Lee became Asia's all-
time leader in Olympic 
speed skating medals with 
five, by taking the mass 
start gold and team pur-
suit silver here. 

Kim teamed up with 
Ryom Tae-ok to finish 13th 

in the pairs, the North's 
highest position in its 
Olympic figure skating 
history.

PyeongChang handed 
over the Olympic Flag to 
Beijing, host of the next 
Winter Games in 2022. 

It will be the first time 
that two consecutive Win-
ter Games will be staged 
in Asia. Beijing, the first 
city to host both the Sum-
mer and Winter Olympics, 
put on an eight-minute 
cultural presentation di-
rected by renowned film-
maker Zhang Yimou.

At the end of the cer-
emony, the PyeongChang 
Olympic Stadium turned 
into a huge outdoor club 
with electronic dance 
music (EMD) thumping 
through the chilly night. 
South Korea's own DJ 
Raiden and Dutch EDM 
star Martin Garrix helped 
bring the night to a wild 
finish.

tried to use their pace on 
the break with Alfonso 
Pedraza a constant threat 
down the left.

It looked as if the visi-
tors were going to hold on 
until the break, but Ron-
aldo's first time shot beat 
Fernando Pacheco with 
just two minutes until half 
time following a lovely 
backheel by Benzema.

The much-maligned 

Frenchman also had a 
hand in Madrid's second 
goal, teeing to Gareth Bale 
after Alaves lost the ball 
almost directly from the 
kick off. Ronaldo netted 
his second of the game 
just past the hour with a 
low drive from close to the 
penalty spot after a low 
pass from Lucas Vazquez.

Zidane then brought 
Dani Ceballos into the 

game after apologiz-
ing to the former Betis 
player for only giving him 
29 seconds at the end 
of Wednesday's 3-1 win 
away to Leganes.

Benzema then scored 
his fourth goal of the sea-
son in the 89th minute, 
firing home from the 
penalty spot after Victor 
Laguardia had brought 
down Bale.


