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Jaitley rules out 
privatisation of 
state-run banks

NAGA PEOPLE’S FRONT
DIVISIONAL OFFICE MOKOKCHUNG

AN APPEAL
In an little over the next 48 hours, the people of Nagaland State 
shall be exercising their ultimate democratic right to choose their 
leaders as members of the 13th Nagaland Legislative Assembly. The 
fate of the people and the destiny of the state shall be determined 
by the people, on the 27th of February 2018. The Naga People’s 
Front, Mokokchung Division makes this ardent appeal to all the 
eligible voters to come out and participate in the election process 
by exercising our God’s given right to Universal Adult Franchise, 
to decide our own future by our own self, by prayerfully voting for 
the right party. 

NPF is the only true Naga Regional Political party that has been 
steadfastly safeguarding the rights and identity of the Naga People 
since 1963. The Party with the cock symbol is the only legitimate 
Naga Political Party that is dedicated to the resolving the Indo-
Naga Political problem. True to our commitment, we stood by the 
call for “Solution Before Election” slogan till the last minute at the 
peril of risking another repetition of 1998. 

My dear NPF Workers, all the believers are praying for us, so let 
us all rededicate our self again and work for the uplift of the Party 
and our society. 

The NPF Mokokchung Division support the ABAM/ NBCC call 
for Clean Election. Further, we appeal for peaceful election. It is 
our humble prayer that the people would realize the imminent 
danger of voting for the wrong candidates. We beseech the people 
of Mokokchung to elect the NPF Candidate in all the 10 Assembly 
constituencies and proudly lead the way in transforming Nagaland 
towards a new vision, a new image and a new future. 

MOASANGBA JAMIR
President

NPF, Mokokchung Division
DP-332

Clarification on Common Platforms
Few Common Platforms organized recently in some 

localities under 9th Kohima Town A/C viz: 1) At A.G. 
Colony on 14th Feb., 2) At P.W.D. Colony on 15th Feb., 
(3) At Forest Colony on 17th Feb., and 4) At Nagabazar 
colony, Kohima on 20th Feb. 2018 had the distinction 
of being scheduled unilaterally, without necessary 
consultation and considering the availability of the 
two time MLA and current NDPP candidate of the 
9th Assembly Constituency, Dr. Neikiesalie Nicky 
Kire. Some others localities had rightfully refused 
to organize, considering the unavailability of a 
candidate, without whom the event ceases to be a 
common platform.

Attempts were being made by certain vested 
parties to mislead the public/residents, alleging that 
the NDPP candidate Dr. Neikiesalie Nicky Kire does not 
care or have concern for their colony/ locality. This is 
most unfortunate, false and refuted. This clarification 
has been necessitated to present the actual facts and 
to let the truth be known by the public, the electorate 
of the constituency and all concerned.

Despite the lack of courtesy in unilaterally setting 
up the program and handing out the program, even 
without an invitation. However, with due respect 
and courtesy, the Chief Agent of candidate Dr. 
Nicky had promptly responded in writing that the 
proposed Common Platform had reached very late 
and coincides with the candidate's tight schedule of 
public meetings in the colonies, including the said 
localities and therefore conveyed apologies and 
requested their continued support.

Therefore, the NDPP candidate, Dr. Neikiesalie 
Nicky Kire and his team of supporters and well-
wishers appeals to one and all not to be mislead but 
to extend all support and co-operation for a better 
tomorrow, for the constituency and the state.

Media Cell
NDPP 9th Kohima Town A/C

K-1576

CEO Nagaland
KG-2347

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER
NAGALAND : KOHIMA

Email: ceo_nagaland@eci.gov.in   Phone: 0370-2290456/2290458

NO.ELE/PS-29/2017 Kohima, dated the 24th Feb.2018

MESSAGE
DEAR VOTERS,
Nagaland is all set to go to poll on 27th of February 
2018 to elect its 59 members for the 13th Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly. The voting will be from 7am in 
the morning to 4pm in the evening. As electors of the 
World’s Largest Democracy, it is our bounden duty to 
come out and participate in expressing our Freedom 
of Choice through Voting. 
Election is actually Voter’s festival. So, let us 
participate in the Election just like we participate in 
other festivals. At the same time, I would also like to 
urge everyone for ethical and informed voting. Let us 
stand true to the Pledge “ONE MAN ONE VOTE”.

Please Remember;
Your vote makes your future. 
Your vote is precious.
Do not sell your vote.
Every single vote counts.
Do not miss this day.

Once again, I appeal to the people of Nagaland and 
specially the newly enrolled electors to come out and 
exercise their franchise.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER
NAGALAND : KOHIMA

Email : ceo_nagaland@eci.gov.in, Fax: 0370-2290460

No. ELE-CDT-COUNTING HALLS/34/2018/ :: Dated: 24th February, 2018.

This is for General information that the Election 
Commission of India vide its letter No. 470/INST/2018-
EPS dated 23rd February, 2018 has directed that for the 
current General Election to the Legislative Assembly 
of Nagaland, the Counting of Votes will be taken up 
by the Returning Officer concerned from 8:00 AM on 
03.03.2018 (Saturday).

(ABHIJIT SINHA) IAS 
Chief Electoral Officer, Nagaland

PRESS RELEASE

KG-2348

New Delhi, Feb. 24 (IANS): 
Following the Rs 11,300 
crore Punjab National 
Bank fraud by accused 
diamond trader Nirav 
Modi, Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley on Saturday 
ruled out privatisation 
of public sector banks 
(PSBs), saying the move 
may not find political 
consensus.

In light of the PNB 
scam that has rocked the 
Indian banking system 
since February 14, the 
industry chambers Ficci, 
Assocham and CII have 
urged the government 
to surrender its majority 
control of banks and al-
low them to function like 
private sector lenders.

“This (privatisation) 
involves a large politi-
cal consensus. Also, that 
involves an amendment 
to the law (Banking Reg-
ulation Act), as well as 
amendment in the po-
litical consensus,” Jaitley 
said at the ET Global Busi-
ness Summit here.

“My impression is that 
Indian political opinion 
may not find favour with 
this idea itself. It’s a very 
challenging decision,” he 
said.  Industry chamber 
Assocham said last week 
that the PNB scam should 
act as a “strong trigger” for 
the government to sur-
render its majority control 
of banks which should 
then be allowed to work 
on the lines of private 
sector lenders with a full 
sense of accountability 
to their shareholders and 
protecting interest of de-
positors. 

Noting that recapi-
talisation of state-run 
banks over the last dec-
ade has had little impact 
on improving their health, 
the Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (Ficci) called 
for their privatisation in 
the interest of creating “a 
dynamic banking sector” 
in the country.



Neiphiu Rio speaking during an election rally in Dimapur on the evening of Feb. 24.  
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The eternal quest of the 
individual human being is 

to shatter his loneliness. 

~ Norman Cousins
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 28° 13°
Agartala 34° 17°
Gangtok 20° 06°
Guwahati 29° 17°
Imphal 28° 11°

Itanagar 24° 14°
Shillong 18° 09°
Delhi 29° 14°
Kolkata 36° 20°
Chennai 32° 22°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 16.4° 7.5°
DIMAPUR 26° 15°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 75%
DIMAPUR NIL 91%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

Disability: The issue missing from the 2018 Nagaland elections 

CM’s dubious academic 
record to ‘appear’ 
before Supreme Court  

NPF says separation from 
BJP was ‘best thing’ 

Open gun-battle between rival supporters leave 8 injured in Mkg.Ensure peaceful 
elections –governor 

Rio invites Dimapur to be 'part of change’

    

NatioN RegioN SpoRtS

Meghalaya’s most wanted rebel 
killed in gunfight with police | P4

Eastern Mirror wishes 
the best to all the readers 

especially the Angami 
community on the occasion 

of  Sekrenyi festival. May 
this festival usher in peace 

and blessings for all.

Editor-in-chief of ‘National  
Herald’ passes away | P8

(File photograph) A boy with disability taking part in a rally calling for inclusive 
education on Nov. 4 2017. 

Says Zeliang raised Nagaland’s financial deficit by INR 707 cr. in mere three and a half years

Except for NDPP and BJP no other political parties’ manifesto features a disability policy

Neymar already world's  
best, says Pele |  P12

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Feb. 24: Based on the 
slogan ‘change in coming,’ the 
chief ministerial candidate of 
the Nationalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party (NDPP) Neiphiu 
Rio has urged the electorate in 
Dimapur to vote the party to 
power 'to take forward its poli-
cies and programmes' once it 
forms a new government for 
Nagaland. 

Campaigning for its can-
didate at  2nd Dimapur-II as-
sembly constituency, Supulep-
den Jamir, at New Market this 
evening, Rio assured to deliver 
good governance, maintain 
transparency, and dispense jus-
tice to the communities.

From the Act East Policy, 
Rio assured to construct 5000 
km road covering Myanmar 
and Thailand to promote trade 
among the South East Asian 
countries and particularly pro-
vide avenues to young entre-
preneurs from Nagaland. Rio 
said that his government would 
set up two business process 
outsourcing (BPO) facilities to 
enable 2500-3000 unemployed 
youths find jobs instead of going 
to other cities.

Terming Dimapur a mini-
India, Rio assured to develop the 
city and provide opportunity to 
all her residents.

Directing his tirade at the 
Naga People’s Front (NPF), Rio 
accused the present government 
of neglecting the public for over 

three years due to infighting 
within the party. He accused the 
NPF government of lacking vi-
sion and direction.

Also accusing Chief Minister 
TR Zeliang of lying in his affida-
vit, Rio questioned how Naga-
land would be developed ‘when 
we have a leader who lies?’ Be-
sides lack of development under 
the present government, Rio 
alleged that the state’s financial 
deficit had escalated.  

Allaying the apprehension 
the Naga public has about Hin-
dutva, Rio said that his govern-

ment will protest suppression of 
people’s right in accordance with 
the Constitution.

Mentioning that merit of 
policies and ideologies will lead 
to formation of the next govern-
ment, he called upon the people 
to be part of the government for 
change.

Also speaking during the 
occasion was the NDPP's can-
didate Supulepden Jamir. He 
stressed on the need for change 
alleging that, ‘We have govern-
ment without governance.’ He 
accused the present government 

of depriving the public of ben-
efits in the form of scholarship, 
salary, old age pension etc. 

Neiphiu Rio also addressed a 
public rally at Kobulong at 23rd 
Impur assembly constituency in 
Mokokchung district. He sought 
to clear doubts that the NDPP-
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) al-
liance might toe the communal 
line. He assured that his party 
was committed to protecting 
'Naga identity,' their culture and 
tradition and their Right to Free-
dom of Religion.

“If anything goes wrong as 

partners we are ready to de-
fend the right of the Naga and 
religion as enshrined in the 
Indian Constitution,” said Rio 
in promise.

Rio remarked that propagat-
ing the NPF as the oldest region-
al party will not bring the latter to 
power after the elections. He said 
that the people have rejected the 
party and that there was also a 
'big reason' why Delhi snapped 
its 15 years old alliance with the 
NPF. 

Defending the NDPP-BJP 
pre-poll alliance, he said that the 
Nagas have had to depend on 
Delhi since the birth of Nagaland 
as a state in the Union of India. 
For said reason, he explained, 
goodwill will have to be built 
with the centre to develop the 
state as well as 'improve' the 
people’s future. 

Also, Rio aseerted that he left 
INR 951 cr. as the state's deficit 
during his 11-year reign as chief 
minister of Nagaland but after 
he left for Delhi to fight for Naga 
identity and Naga political prob-
lem, his predecessor increased 
the deficit to INR 1658 cr. in three 
and a half years which comes to 
around INR 707 cr. 

Rio added that the NDPP-
BJP alliance will secure absolute 
majority and form the govern-
ment. He appealed to the voters 
of Impur assembly constituency 
not to stay in the opposition but 
on the winning side and avail 
development opportunities.

Dimapur, Feb. 24 (EMN): 
Chief Minister TR Zeliang 
has been left staring at yet 
another courtroom battle 
in the Supreme Court fol-
lowing his submission of 
a fresh and, apparently, 
different affidavit con-
cerning his educational 
qualification. 

Two separate cura-
tive petitions against the 
Supreme Court’s orders 
dismissing the review 
petitions during the pre-
vious year were recently 
filed by Maziezokho Nisa 
and KK Kulimbe. The 
petitions seek the apex 
court’s attention to the 
difference between aca-
demic qualifications in 
the affidavits Zeliang was 
said to have submitted in 
2013 and 2018. 

“Because this hon-
orable court may take 

judicial notice of the fact 
that the respondent (Ze-
liang) has given wrong 
statements regarding his 
educational qualifica-
tion in the affidavit dated 
5.2.2013 claiming that he 
has passed BA. This con-
tention is factually incor-
rect, as the respondent 
himself has now stated 
before the election of-
ficer in the affidavit filed 
along with his nomina-
tion for the ensuing elec-
tion to the state assembly 
of Nagaland, that he has 
only appeared for B.A. 
but he failed,” the pe-
titioners cited this ad-
ditional ground in their 
latest submission.  

The petitioners have 
appealed to the apex 
court to allow the addi-
tional ground and pass an 
order as deemed proper.

Our Correspondent 
Mokokchung, Feb. 24 (EMN): 
Eight persons were injured in 
a gunfight between supporters 
of the National People’s Party 
(NPP) and the Naga People’s 
Front (NPF) at Chungtia village 
in Mokokchung district on Feb. 
24. Chungtia falls under 28th 
Koridang assembly constituency. 

Mokokchung police has ar-
rested five persons in connection 
with the incident. Sources from 
Imkongliba Memorial District 
Hospital informed that eight in-
jured persons were admitted at 

around 4 pm. Two of them bore 
bullet injuries—one in the abdo-
men and the other on the right 
leg—it was informed. Their con-
ditions were said to be ‘stable.’

T h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f 
Mokokchung's  police (SP) 
Raguramarajana informed that 
the clash started at 2 pm. Two 
platoons of security forces led 
by Mokokchung SDPO Dinesh 
Gupta were deployed to defuse 
the situation, he said. 

Prohibitive orders as per sec-
tion 144 CrPC have been imposed 
in Chungtia and Aliba village. 

“My team will establish the facts 
(as to) who started the incident…
a case will be registered against 
everybody found involved,” the 
SP informed.

The police chief said that 
some people were deliberately 
spreading rumours on social 
media to incite more violence. 
He has appealed to the people 
to refrain from doing so. “Po-
lice will take necessary legal ac-
tion against the culprits who are 
spreading such false rumours.”

Till date, the district po-
lice have arrested 70 people in 

connection with poll-related 
incidents. On Feb. 23, fifteen 
persons were taken into cus-
tody following an alleged clash 
between supporters of the Na-
tionalist Democratic Progres-
sive Party and the NPF at Long-
khum village. While more than 
INR 10 lakh in cash was seized 
at Mangkolemba, Sewak gate, 
Alichen and Impur junction on 
the same day.

Besides Chungtia and Aliba, 
prohibitive orders are also in 
force at Chuchuyimlang, Tuli, 
Longkhum and Ungma. 

Dimapur, Feb. 24 (EMN): 
The Naga People’s Front 
(NPF) has likened its 15-
year alliance with the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) – ended recently – 
to the relation between 
a botanist and a bonsai. 

In a press statement 
issued on Sat. the NPF 
claimed that it had man-
aged to “contain the 
growth” of BJP in Naga-
land akin to a ‘botanist 
nurturing and control-
ling the growth of a bon-
sai plant.’ 

“In 2003, the BJP won 
seven seats, in 2008 the 
number dwindled to two 
which was further re-
duced to 1 in 2013. Part-
ing of ways with the BJP 
has been seen by many 
party leaders as the best 
thing to have happened 

to the NPF,” it stated. 
According to the NPF, 

a ‘disconsolate’ BJP has 
now started using ‘churl-
ish, unsavoury phrases 
and metaphors unbe-
coming of a national po-
litical party’. With the 
sharing of 20 seats, it al-
leged that the Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive 
Party had ‘opened the 
floodgates to a culture 
foreign to the Naga.’ 

Also, it claimed that 
Neiphiu Rio “would like 
to merge the BJP mem-
bers,  i f  any,  with his 
party.” While suggesting 
that the BJP leaders were 
suffering from “collec-
tive amnesia,” the NPF 
claimed that Rio had 
got the BJP legislators to 
merge with the NPF in 
2004 as well as in 2008.   

Dimapur, Feb. 24 (EMN): 
The governor of Nagaland, 
PB Acharya, has appealed 
to the people to maintain 
peace and to let conduct 
peaceful elections in the 
state. The appeal comes a 
day after the Naga Mother’s 
Association sought to draw 
Raj Bhavan’s attention to 
the series of poll-related 
violence across Nagaland. 

“We should respect 
all other candidates and 
parties, viewing them as 
important stakeholders in 
the democratic process, 
use dignified language and 
fight elections on ideology 
/ issues. Our country is a 
democratic and secular 
country.

“Election Commission 
recognises only the parties 
which have faith in de-
mocracy, secularism and 
upholds our Constitution. 
I appeal to all citizens of 
the state, political parties, 
security agencies, police 
and other departments 
to facilitate a peaceful at-
mosphere in which people 
could cast their vote with-
out any fear,” the state-
ment from the governor on 
Feb. 24 read. 

Diethono Nakhro  
Dimapur, Feb. 24: The elec-
tion campaign circus has been 
painting the town red with 
all the usual political dramas, 
bombastic rhetoric, tired prom-
ises we hear every election but 
which hardly ever see light of 
day and, of course, the mind-
less parroting of ‘solution’ ad 
infinitum by various candidates 
and leaders of political parties. 
In fact, one would be forgiven 
for thinking that general elec-
tions in Nagaland have now 
become about nothing but the 
Naga issue.

As ‘interesting’ as all that 
has been, there are other very 
important issues that some 
people have been waiting to 
hear about; issues that literally 
impact their day-to-day living. 
And so, with voting day just a 
couple of days away, let’s take 
a look at what the politicians 
and political parties have been 
saying on disability issues and 
what their positions and poli-
cies are on Disability.

What are they saying? Well, 
nothing is the short answer. 

The grim reality is that Peo-
ple with Disabilities represent 
the most excluded of all groups 
in Naga society. They are yet to 
become visible as equal citizens 
in our society and, as it stands, 
they are still completely invis-
ible in politics and to politicians 
who aspire to be representa-
tives of ‘all the Naga people’. 
Even as voter demographics 
of all hues – women, youth, 
senior citizens, et al – are being 
thrown into the mix of cam-
paign promises, people with 
disabilities and disability issues 

are nowhere to be seen. No big 
surprise there! Nagas with dis-
abilities are only too used to 
being ignored and not counted 
as citizens that matter.

Nagas with Disabilities have 
heard only deafening silence in 
the campaign when it comes 
to their issues and concerns. 
But have the political parties at 
least made some policy com-
mitments in their manifestos?

Not to speak of a specific 
Disability Policy, most parties 
have barely mentioned Peo-
ple with Disabilities. Appar-
ently, they’re all very concerned 
about empowering women and 
youth and making sure that 
senior citizens and widows 
and even religious groups get 
all the support they need, but 
People with Disabilities who 
are the most marginalised are 
not significant enough to get on 
their radar.

To their credit, NDPP and 
BJP have included a separate 
Disability Policy in their mani-
festos. The ‘Disability Policy of 
NDPP’ says ‘The Party recog-
nises that differently-abled/
specially abled people face 
discrimination, prejudice and 
social exclusion’. NDPP states 
that it is, therefore, ‘committed 
to realising the full promise of 
The Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities Bill 2016’. It says it will 
work for equal opportunities 
at Work, access to Education 
and to Health Services, develop 
accessible environments and 
reform disability benefits.

One key aspect for the dis-
ability community is The Dis-
ability Act 2016. Even as People 
with Disabilities continue to be 

ignored and their rights as equal 
citizens grossly violated in the 
state, Nagaland is yet to make a 
move towards implementation 
of the new Disability Act which 
it was required to do within six 
months of the Act becoming 
law in April 2017. The pleas of 
the disability community have 
gone unheard so far. 

There was no response from 
NDPP to a message asking 
whether the party was truly 
committed to the full imple-
mentation of the Disability Act 
if it comes to power.

The BJP, in a section termed 

‘Differently-Abled Citizens’, says 
it ‘follows an all-inclusive policy 
to take the society and country 
forward’. Mentioning some 
provisions of the Disability Act 
2016 and various schemes and 
programmes of the central govt, 
it has stated that all ‘benefits’ 
will be implemented ‘for the 
differently-abled sections of the 
state to ensure their security for 
a complete life’

BJP president Visasolie 
Lhoungu said his party and the 
NDPP-BJP alliance is fully com-
mitted to the implementation 
of the Disability Act 2016.

The other major party, NPF, 
has no specific disability policy. 
A vague mention comes in the 
Social Security Concerns: “Pov-
erty alleviation and improv-
ing the quality of life for poor 
and differently abled people is 
an important aspect of socio-
economic development in the 
State”. Under Education, it says 
it will set up an ‘Institution for 
Training of differently abled in 
Music, Sports and Business Sec-
tor’. Since they were the party 
that had been in power, it has 
to be reminded that two dis-
ability projects – Blind School 
& Vocational Training Centre 
for the Disabled and the Com-
posite Regional Centre (CRC) 
at Dimapur – were removed 
from the NEC priority list last 
year despite the urging of the 
disability community.

When contacted on its posi-
tion on disability and whether 
it is ready to commit to full 
implementation of the Disabil-
ity Act 2016 should the party 
come to power again, NPF said 
its president Shürhozelie and 
chief ministerial candidate TR 
Zeliang were ‘terribly engaged’ 
and will be able to respond only 
after the elections.

NPP, INC and JD (U) have 
also not mentioned People with 
Disabilities at all in their com-
mitments. NPP did not respond 
back to the queries while JD 
(U) could not be contacted for 
comment.

INC said it is a regrettable 
oversight on their part that they 
have not included a Disability 
Policy. Its spokesperson Capt 
GK Zhimomi said the party is 
definitely aware of the issue and 

will uphold and support full im-
plementation of the Disability 
Act in letter and spirit. 

All the parties had plenty to 
say on Education in their mani-
festos – revamping the depart-
ment, upgrading infrastructure, 
smart classrooms, transparent 
teacher recruitment, provision 
of quality facilities and ameni-
ties, etc. They have made lofty 
promises to set up medical 
schools, engineering colleges, 
law colleges and other techni-
cal institutes. But not one has 
made any mention of acces-
sible schools and classrooms 
or education that includes chil-
dren with disabilities.

Majority of children with 
disabilities in Nagaland can-
not attend school or get a full 
and proper education. Many of 
them will probably never enter 
a classroom. And it's not be-
cause they can't learn or don't 
want to be at school. They are 
kept out because of the numer-
ous barriers they face - inac-
cessible environments, lack of 
facilities, lack of trained teach-
ers, and so on and so forth. 

On November 4 last year, 
hundreds of children with dis-
abilities and their well wishers 
took out a rally calling for inclu-
sive education. We’re not asking 
for special privileges, we just 
want to get an education like 
everybody else, they said, and 
begged their government and 
the people to hear their voice. 
Sadly, it appears the politicians 
have not heard them.

 (The writer is a rights 
activist and a former  

editor of Eastern Mirror)
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Williamnagar (Meghalaya), Feb. 
24 (IANS): Special Force (SF-10) 
commandos in Meghalaya on 
Saturday killed in a gunfight a top 
Garo rebel leader wanted for his 
alleged involvement in several 
killings and bombings in the state.

Acting on a tip off, the com-
mandos raided Sudugre area in 
East Garo Hills district and shot 
dead Sohan Dalbot Shira, the 
military wing chief of the Garo 
National Liberation Army (GNLA), 
in a gun battle, a police official said.

“It is confirmed that he has 
been killed in a gunfight with the 
SF-10 commandos at 11.50 a.m. 
and we are waiting for further 
details of the entire operation,” 
Meghalaya Police chief Swaraj Bir 
Singh told IANS.

However, the GNLA was yet to 
issue any statement confirming 

the death of Shira.
Singh said the gun battle began 

when the GNLA rebels fired at the 
commandos.

Shira was wanted in sever-
al cases of murder, kidnapping, 
bombings and extortion in Garo 
Hills, besides the killing of Nation-
alist Congress Party candidate, 
Jonathone Sangma on February 
18.

Sangma was killed along with 
his bodyguard and two party work-
ers in an Improvised Explosive 
Device (IED) explosion in East 
Garo Hills when their convoy was 
returning from a campaign.

Congratulating the fearless 
women and men of the Meg-
halaya Police who have led an 
untiring effort and commitment 
to eliminate enemies of the state, 
like Shira, Chief Minister Mukul 

Sangma tweeted: “Their effort has 
been vindicated and they have 
left no stone unturned in deal-
ing effectively with criminals and 
anti-national elements to ensure 
heightened peace which is a pre-
requisite for growth and prosperity 
of our state.”

“The committed endeavour of 
the government to strengthen our 
internal security apparatus with 
a zero tolerance policy for mili-
tancy has started showing positive 
results, especially with this latest 
incident,” Sangma tweeted.

“It is now time for all the peo-
ple from all walks of life to come 
together and unequivocally pursue 
the common and shared objective 
of ensuring the complete resto-
ration of peace in the state and 
then to maintain it for the kind of 
development of the state we all 

envisage and dream of,” the Chief 
Minister said.

The Meghalaya Police has 
sounded a security alert in the 
Garo Hills. SF-10 commandos con-
tinued their combing operations to 
track down other rebels.

The GNLA is fighting for a 
separate “Garoland” in western 
Meghalaya, led by police offic-
er-turned-rogue champion R. 
Sangma.

It has also forged an alliance 
with the Bangladesh-based rebel 
group, A’chik Special Dragon, and 
operates jointly with the United 
Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) 
and the National Democratic Front 
of Bodoland.

Sangma is presently lodged in 
Shillong jail after being arrested 
from the India-Bangladesh border 
on July 30, 2012.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 24 (EMN): A 
floating research labora-
tory (FRL) has been in-
augurated at Sendra near 
Moirang in Manipur’s Bish-
nupur district on Sat.

Forest and Environ-
ment Minister Thounao-
jam Shyamkumar Singh 
inaugurated the FRL. It is 
equipped with testing tools 
and materials. It will collect 
water and other biological 
samples from 15 different 
sites of the lake routinely 
for study to maintain a data 
bank.

Prof Dinabandhu Sa-
hoo, director of the IBSD 
spoke to media persons on 
the sidelines of the func-
tion. He said that Loktak 
was under severe threat 
because of pollution and 
anthropogenic pressure. 
However no scientific data 

is available to devise strat-
egies for scientific con-
servation. Therefore, the 
idea behind launching the 
FRL was to establish a sci-
entific data bank about 
Loktak Lake. Based on the 
data, policy decisions can 
be taken to maintain and 
manage long-term health 
of the Loktak, he said.

A team of scientists 
from the IBSD, a National 
Institute of Department 
of Biotechnology head-
quartered at Takyelpat 
near Imphal, will conduct 
research. Their findings 
will be shared with the au-
thorities.

A recent study by the 
team detected a typical 
weed which can produce 
alcohol while the leftover 
weed can be manufactured 
as a bio-fertiliser. Accord-
ing to experts, the water 

quality of the lake and its 
ecology  have also been 
disturbed because of vari-
ous factors.

Minister Shyamkumar 
who holds also the horti-
culture portfolio assured 
that the government would 
take necessary steps based 
on the findings of the re-
search in conserving the 
region’s forest and biodi-
versity.

The vice chairman of 
the Manipur Infrastruc-
ture Development Agency 
Asnikumar Moirangthem 
told the Eastern Mirror that 
issues concerning the lake 
should be dealt with ‘prop-
erly.’ Asnikumar, an envi-
ronmentalist, expressed 
the need to convert bio-re-
sources at the Loktak Lake 
area into a ‘bio-economy’ 
for its sustainability and of 
the people. 

New Delhi, Feb. 24 (IANS): 
A woman, who has ac-
cused Arunachal Pradesh 
Chief  Pradesh Pema 
Khandu of raping her in 
2008, on Saturday said 
she will approach Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and President Ram Nath 
Kovind to seek justice.

T h e  A r u n a c h a l 
Pradesh woman has taken 
the decision to write to 
Modi and Kovind after 
her appeal to the National 
Commission of Women 
(NCW) for its intervention 
in the case was dismissed 
by it on February 20, she 

told reporters here. 
She also rejected the 

charge made by Khandu 
earlier this week that her 
accusation is “politically 
motivated” and “false” say-
ing her fight is not against 
any political party but a 
person. 

“I had filed the case 
against him (Khandu) in 
2015 when he was in Con-
gress party... I am not fight-
ing against any political 
party but against a man,” 
she said. 

Khandu, who is in 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) since 2016, was ear-

lier in Congress. 
She said she fears for 

her and her husband’s 
safety back home and 
will stay in Delhi for some 
time. 

Dismayed by the re-
jection of her plea by the 
NCW, the woman accused 
the organisation of “work-
ing on behalf of Khandu” 
and contended that a copy 
conveying the rejection of 
the plea to her was also 
sent to the Chief Minister, 
which was put on Face-
book by a party worker. 

“NCW gave us hope... 
(NCW Chairperson) Rekha 

Sharma spoke to us very 
well. But it changed col-
ours during those five days 
between our filing the plea 
and the reply made by it,” 
she said. 

The victim had filed 
the plea with the Com-
mission on February 15. 
Earlier her case was re-
jected by the court of Chief 
Judicial Magistrate in 2016 
in Yupia, which dismissed 
the case as “devoid of any 
merit”. But the victim has 
claimed that the case was 
dismissed without hearing 
her deposition and with-
out any inquiry.

The Arunachal Civil 
Society-- an NGO which 
is helping her in her fight 
-- has decided to approach 
a superior court as the 
matter was dismissed by 
the Yupia court stating 
that it was not under its 
jurisdiction. 

“In Tawang, the case is 
not being pursued by po-
lice or judiciary due to the 
influence of Khandu. So 
we will approach the su-
perior court and urge that 
the case be heard outside 
the state,” said Arunachal 
Civil Society Chairman 
Patey Tayum. 

Thiruvananthapuram, Feb. 24 
(IANS): In an open letter to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, former 
Chief Minister Oommen Chandy 
on Saturday slammed him for 
saying that “evacuation of 46 
nurses from war-torn Iraq in 
2014 was done because they 
were Christians.”

“You made this statement to 
target the majority Christian vote 
base in Meghalaya. The unique-
ness of our nation is our diversity. 

“Patriotism unites Hindus, 
Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, 
Jains and (people from) all other 
religions in troubled times and 
in celebrations, in spite of the 

religious differences. You could 
have at least thought about our 
Constitution before making such 
remarks,” Chandy said in the 
open letter.

The senior Congress leader 
was reacting to Modi’s election 
speech in poll-bound Megha-
laya on Thursday, where he said: 
“It was the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) government which 
rescued nurses from Iraq and 
brought them safe to Kerala. 
They all were Christians.” “As the 
PM of world’s greatest secular 
democratic nation, your words 
are highly outrageous. The 46 
Malayalee nurses were able to 

return because of joint efforts by 
the then state government and 
the BJP-led central government. 
The Malayalee community in 
Middle East also supported the 
rescue operations,” he wrote. “As 
one who witnessed the pain and 
anguish of their families... All of 
us had been a part of that, not 
because they were Christians, 
but what held us on was that 
they are Indians and they were 
in deep trouble. “I am sure Union 
External Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj will vouch for me on this,” 
stated Chandy.  Chandy was chief 
minister when the nurses were 
rescued from Iraq. 

Shillong/New Delhi, Feb. 24 
(IANS): BJP National General 
Secretary Ram Madhav on Sat-
urday slammed Congress leader 
Shashi Tharoor for comparing 
Meghalaya’s regional National 
People’s Party (NPP) with the 
wagging tail of a dog -- the BJP, 
and said the leader was at “his in-
decent best” and that it is “an in-
sult to the people of Meghalaya”.

“This is the indecent remark 
reportedly made by Shashi Tha-
roor, who pretends to occupy 

moral high ground, in Meghalaya 
about NPP and BJP: It (NPP) 
was attached to the BJP as a tail 
‘that wags whenever the dog 
barks’. It is an insult to people of 
Meghalaya. Media is silent?” said 
Madhav in Twitter. “Tharoor in-
decent best,” he added, attaching 
a Shillong Times report.

The Congress member of Lok 
Sabha, while addressing report-
ers in Shillong on Friday, said that 
although the NPP was trying to 
pose as an independent entity in 

Meghalaya, it was attached to the 
BJP as a tail “that wags whenever 
the dog barks”.

Member of Parliament from 
Tura constituency Conrad Sang-
ma, son of P.A. Sangma, is the 
head of NPP. The NPP joined 
the BJP-led NEDA (North-East 
Democratic Alliance), which was 
formed in 2016 with Himanta 
Biswa Sarma as its convenor.  
NEDA was formed after the BJP-
led NDA formed its government 
in Assam in 2016.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Feb. 24 (EMN): At least 11 houses were 
badly damaged by a herd of wild elephants at 
Deopani Jeng Rongpi Arong village in Siloni-
jan Forest Range on Feb. 23 Fri. around 2 am.

There were no reports of any casualty or 
injury during the attack as the villagers, on 
sensing the elephants entering the village 
vacated and took shelter in another locality.

Man-elephant conflict has been going 
on as elephants lose their habitat because of 
deforestation, clearing of jungle, and estab-
lishment of villages.

Dimapur, Feb. 24 (EMN): The 12th Assam 
Rifles of the Inspector General of Assam 
Rifles (IGAR-south) have informed that it 
has confiscated 18400 WY (‘world is yours’) 
tablets worth approximately INR 92 lakh  at 
Khudengthabi check post on Feb. 23. This was 
stated in a press release issued by the IGAR 
on Feb. 24.

A white Maruti Van bearing the registra-
tion MN 04 A 5072 moving from Moreh to 
Imphal is said to have been stopped at Khu-
dengthabi check post. During the check, the 
security forces found the drugs hidden inside 
a mattress, it was informed.  The contraband 
and the accused, one Waikhom Ibemhal Devi, 
44, are said to have been handed over to the 
authorities in Imphal.

Shillong, Feb. 24 (PTI): The Congress 
in Meghalaya today released its poll 
manifesto, promising to enhance the 
INR 5 lakh health insurance cover an-
nounced by the Centre, if re-elected to 
power in the state. 

The 20-page manifesto was re-
leased a day before the campaign 
ends. Polls for the state’s 60-member 
Assembly will be held on February 27 
and votes will be counted on March 3.

Asked why the party was so late in 
releasing the manifesto, a leader who 
did not wish to be named said this is 
the most opportune time to release it.

“We are committed to enhancing 
the sum of the insurance cover for the 
Meghalaya Health Insurance Scheme 
over and above the insurance cover of 
Rs 5 lakh per family announced by the 
Central Government,” said the mani-
festo released by Congress general 
secretary C P Joshi.

Chief Minister Mukul Sangma who 
holds an MBBS degree and his party 
has been under attack from the BJP, 
its ally the NPP and others for the poor 
indices in health sector.

The manifesto emphasised on the 
youth and employment promising to 
create 3 lakh jobs, without providing 
any timeframe.

The manifesto, which was also re-
leased simultaneously at Jowai in Jain-
tia Hills region and Tura in the Garo 
Hills region, said the next Congress 

government will provide ‘seed capital 
assistance’ to cover 4 lakh small and 
marginal farmers every season.

It said the party is committed to a 
sustainable agriculture and a gradual 
shift to natural and organic farming 
to ensure remunerative price for the 
produce.

Countering the BJP’s ‘chargesheet’ 
against the ruling Congress alleging 
corruption and misdeeds, the party 
on the included a report card on the 
‘achievements’ of the government.

The tourists’ inflow has doubled 
from 4.04 lakh in 2006 to 8.39 lakh 
in 10 years, and it was mainly due to 
improved internal security, the mani-
festo said.

It said the party intends to con-
struct helipads in all district head-
quarters while all major tourist des-
tinations will be connected through 
chopper services.

The Congress also claimed to have 
completed the survey for the mono 
rail and implementation will take 
place to help ease traffic movement.

A survey would also be done to 
check if cable cars are feasible for short 
distance transportation. 

The manifesto promised to build 
markets where retailers will be wom-
en, at Shillong, Jowai and Tura, be-
sides setting up women’s hostels 
and Rs 15,000 wedding assistance to 
orphaned girls.
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Floating Research Laboratory at Loktak Lake on Feb. 24 Sat.

Meghalaya’s most wanted rebel 
killed in gunfight with police 

Floating research lab 
inaugurated at Loktak Lake 

Khandu rape accuser to approach PM, president for intervention

Chandy slams Modi over ‘rescue 
of Christian nurses’ remark

Madhav slams Tharoor for comparing NPP with ‘wagging tail’ of BJP

Elephants destroy at least 
11 houses; no casualty 

Security force takes 
in WY cache

Congress promises to enhance 
Centre’s health insurance cover

Mirror Crossword 1744sud0ku 1584
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1742

ACROSS
1. Native-born Israeli
6. Biblical first man
10. Protects animals
14. Baby “hooting” bird
15. Capital of Peru
16. Ancient kingdom near the Dead Sea
17. Pounced
18. Modern day Persia
19. Nervous or anxious
20. Drift apart or separate
22. Customary practices
24. Symbol
25. Female ruler
26. Northern state
29. Couple
30. Italian currency
31. Certain type of lens
37. National symbol
39. Indebted
40. Craftiness
41. Kinds of finches
44. “Oh my!”
45. Small goblet (Scottish)
46. Deft
48. Severely
52. Eastern continent
53. ______ative = the most or best
54. Not present
58. Wild goats
59. Unrestrained indulgence
61. Smelled
62. Actress ____ Delany
63. Foot digits
64. Weird
65. Finishes
66. Appear
67. Provides temporarily
 
DOWN
1. Underside of foot
2. Causes reverent wonder
3. Blurt out

4. Retaliations
5. Assault
6. Fall into position
7. Terrible implications
8. Doctors’ group
9. Liberate
10. Stain or daub
11. Hodge-_____
12. Confining structures 
13. Unfathomable chasm
21. National Oceanographic and 

Atmospheric Adminstration
23. Small shoot or twig
25. Artist’s stand

26. One of the acting Baldwin 
brothers

27. Teller of untruths
28. Jason’s ship (Greek 

mythology)
29. Sliding bolts in a ratchet 

wheel
32. Loud or clamorous
33. Warranty
34. Venus de ____
35. Jai ____, sport
36. Exam
38. Organic compound with an 

alkyl radical 

42. Votes
43. Back talk
47. Compression ignition engine
48. Apart or in reserve
49. Fidel Castro is one
50. Tip over
51. Southern state
52. Something bottomless
54. “Let Us Now Praise Famous 

Men” author James ____
55. Small mountain lake
56. Children’s author ____ Blyton
57. Supplements with difficulty
60. Fish eggs

solutions to suD0ku 1583
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EM ImagesCMA volunteers at a check gate near Lekromi village in Phek district on Feb. 23.   

NDPP

Members of Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) candidates share a moment with PM Modi during his arrival 
in Dimapur on February 22. 

EM Images

Kiren Rijiju (middle) flanked by the president of the Nagaland 
BJP unit Visasolie Lhoungu (left), and the BJP’s national general 
secretary Ram Lal at a press conference on Feb. 24 at the Niathu 
Resort in Dimapur.

The NDPP’s candidate at 9th Kohima town assembly constituency 
Dr. Neikiesalie Kire addressing an election rally at PR Hill junction in 
Kohima on Feb. 24.

A section of people that attended the NPF’s rally in Jalukie town on Peren district on Feb. 23.
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Science students at a workshop on biotechnology conducted by the ICAR-NRC on Mithun.

CM Zeliang flings mud all the way from Peren Malicious campaign by Congress 
and others a total failure – Rijiju 

Science students get hands-
on training in biotechnology

Chakhesang mothers put foot down on liquor in Phek Modi mode

Dr. Kire confident of a NDPP-BJP govt. NDPP assures new roadmap 
to progress for Nagaland 

NDPP-BJP alliance is a road down to ruin — Congress  

Dimapur, Feb. 24 (EMN): 
The chief minister  of 
Nagaland TR Zeliang has 
criticised the National-
ist Democratic Progres-
sive Party’s (NPCC)  chief 
ministerial candidate 
Neiphiu Rio allegedly for 
playing ‘dirty games’ in 
state politics.

Addressing elec-
tions rallies of the NPF 
at Jalukie and Athibung 
of Peren district on Feb. 
23, the NPF’s chief min-
isterial candidate ques-
tioned the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP)-NDPP 
alliance whether or not 
they ‘trust Rio’s credibil-
ity,’ according to a press 
release from the party.  

Zeliang was quoted 
as having said that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
had ‘denied union min-
ister position’ to Neiphiu 
Rio after he won the Lok 
Sabha election ‘because 
he knew Rio was corrupt 
and could not accom-
modate tainted member 
in his BJP government,’ 
the NPF’s media cell 
stated in the press re-

lease.
Modi also knew it was 

Rio ‘who tried to destroy 
BJP in Nagaland when 
Congress was in power.’ 

The chief minister ac-
cused Rio of landing the 
state in a INR 1234 cr. 
deficit and of ‘attempting 
to pull down his govern-
ment on many counts.’ 

“Rio is not sincere 
and he tried to destroy 
even the existence of 
NPF before he shifted 
to NDPP. Political crisis 
started in the state when 

he attempted to become 
a union minister but 
failed and tried to return 
to state politics,” Zeliang 
was stated as having said 
at the rallies.

On NDPP’s candi-
date Namri, Zeliang said, 
“Namri will never be able 
to leave Rio because the 
former chief minister 
had offered him free plot 
of land in Sovima and 
one JCB.”

Further, the chief 
minister was quoted as 
having claimed that his 

government overcame 
the crises and ‘develop-
ment continued.’ 

Zeliang cautioned the 
voters to vote wisely for 
candidates ‘after know-
ing fully which political 
party would safeguard 
the interests of the Na-
gas.’ He said it was  the 
NPF with “cock” symbol 
that stood for ‘Naga po-
litical solution’ since its 
inception in 1963. 

“In Nagaland, what-
ever decision is taken 
by regional party NPF, it 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 24 (EMN): 
As part of the Clean Elec-
tion movement (CCEM) 
in the Chakhesang areas 
to maintain peace and 
ensure smooth conduct 
of the forthcoming Naga-
land assembly elections, 
the Chakhesang Moth-
ers’ Association (CMA) 
has set up various check 
gates in their respective 
area and village to curb 
the flow of liquor into 
Phek district.

A volunteer at one 
of the check gates near 
Lekromi village on Fri. 
evening told media per-
sons that the CMA had 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 24 (EMN): 
The Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party’s 
(NDPP) candidate at 9th 
Kohima town assembly 
constituency, Dr Neik-
iesalie Kire has said that 
the NDPP-Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (NDDP-BJP) 
alliance will form the 
government in Nagaland 
with Neiphiu Rio as the 
chief minister.

“The alliance is a su-
per natural intervention 
in the greater interest of 
Nagaland,” said Kire, who 
was addressing one of his 
last election campaigns. 
He said that the stage was 
almost set for the NDPP-
BJP alliance to form the 
government. He urged 
voters of the constitu-
ency to elect him so that 
the constituency’s people 
also become part of the 
ruling government in the 
13th state’s legislative as-
sembly.

Further, Kire ex-
pressed hope that his 
leadership would form a 
stable government and 
bring total transforma-
tion to the Naga society. 
He recalled that the 11 
years of Rio’s leadership 
as chief minister from 
2003 to 2014 had been a 
‘glorious period for the 

is final and nobody can 
impose anything on it. 
However, unlike regional 
party, state units of na-
tional parties like BJP 
cannot take decision on 
their own as their high 
commands in Delhi ex-
ercise authority over 
them,” the updates stat-
ed of his address.

Expressing hope that 
the NPF will be forming 
the state government 
again with majority, he 
said that doors were 
open for a coalition with 
willing parties. The press 
release informed that 
the National People Par-
ty, which is fielding 25 
candidates, have signed 
an agreement with the 
NPF for a coalition. 
“Other secular parties 
including independents 
will also follow suit,” he 
said.

The chief minister 
has appealed to the elec-
torate to vote ‘in favour 
of the longest surviv-
ing regional party NPF 
which protects the inter-
ests of the Nagas.’

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Feb. 24: The 
Union Home Minister 
of State for Home Af-
fairs Kiren Rijiju has con-
cluded his last leg of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
(BJP) campaign in Di-
mapur with one more 
shot: The ‘malicious 
campaign’ of the Indian 
National Congress (INC) 
and ‘other elements’ have 
failed.

Speaking to media 
persons at a press confer-
ence at the Niathu Resort 
in Dimapur, Rijiju said 
that there had been ‘no 
problem’ with rival par-
ties even though some 
tried to ‘malign’ the BJP 
and the Narendra Modi 
government at the Cen-
tre. 

“These malicious 
campaigns by the Con-
gress party and some ele-
ments have totally failed,” 
he claimed. He assured 
that as a federal entity Na-
galand will be governed 
by the state’s government 
run by the Naga people. 
He said that the there was 
‘no question of imposi-
tion of any other faith.’ 

Dubbing this year’s 
elections as the “most vi-
brant and intrusive cam-
paign” in the history of 
Nagaland, Rijiju said that 
the response for the BJP 
was the ‘best response.’ 
He said that the prime 

minister’s rally in Tu-
ensang was ‘historic’ in 
many ways.

“This election has 
seen a massive support to 
the BJP from the remot-
est corner. The public re-
sponse has been tremen-
dous. We are very happy,” 
he said.

Taking a dig at the Na-
galand government led 
by the NPF, the minister 
said there had been ‘ex-
treme instability’ in the 
past four  years. For this, 
he said, the Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) and the BJP 
coalition wants to pro-
vide security and a stable 
government to ‘achieve 
peace, progress and pros-
perity for the people of 
Nagaland. 

Rijiju is also the dis-
trict in-charge of the BJP 
in Kiphire. He claimed 
that they have reached 
the “nook and corner” of 
Nagaland. He said this 
year’s election was under-
way not only to bring a 
new government but also 
to ‘define Naga politics.’ 
“We will define the future 
of Nagaland. Nothing will 
come in between,” he as-
serted. 

He assured that once 
the ‘Naga accord’ is final-
ised, the NDPP-BJP alli-
ance will implement it as 
soon as possible. 

When asked to com-

Dimapur, Feb. 24 (EMN): ICAR-NRC on 
Mithun, the only research institute in 
the country for mithun and mandated 
to carry out the research and creat-
ing awareness in the society for scien-
tific mithun rearing, has organised a 
DBT sponsored hands-on training cum 
workshop on “Popularising biotech 
awareness among science graduates of 
Nagaland” for graduate and post-gradu-
ate students from February 21-23. 

While inaugurating the training 
workshop, course coordinator Dr. Sab-
yasachi Mukherjee and other faculty 
members highlighted on various ac-
tivities of the DBT Biotech Hub over the 
years for popularising the knowledge of 
biotechnology among school and col-
lege students of Nagaland. 

The inaugural programme was fol-
lowed by technical sessions in which a 
deliberations and hands-on biotechnol-

ogy techniques was conducted with spe-
cial reference to mithun. 

A total of 31 science students of SAS-
RD (NU) and Patkai Christian College 
participated in the training programme. 

Dr. Abhijit Mitra, Director of ICAR-
NRC on Mithun, in his valedictory 
speech, has emphasised on the need for 
biotechnology and its different branches 
to be studied in the college curricula and 
motivated the participants to opt bio-
technology as a potential career option. 

The training was part of a series of 
training initiatives jointly by the Institute 
and DBT NERBPMC, GoI, New Delhi, for 
creating awareness and skills of biotech-
nology among the science graduates of 
Nagaland. It was envisaged for dissemi-
nation of the knowledge and informa-
tion of biotechnology among various 
groups of students located even in the 
remotest area of Nagaland.

ment about the Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) 
and BJP’s alliance in Ma-
nipur, Rijiju said that the 
president of the NPF Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu 
and Chief minister TR 
Zeilang were saying two 
different things. As far as 
Manipur is concerned, he 
said, the state was having 
a stable government.

“There is cordial re-
lationship between the 
hills and the plains; we 
should not mischievous-
ly act to destabilize the 
government.” He added 
that it was a political gim-
mick for Liezietsu to say 
that the BJP was anti-
Christian. “BJP is the only 
party to solve the Naga 
problem. Somebody has 
to take the lead.”

Further, the minister 
said that the Congress 
party did not recognise 
the Naga issue. The only 
problem the party saw 
was law and order prob-
lem, he said. “Vajpayee 
understood and identi-
fied the Naga problem 
and committed to solve 
it.” He added that the 
BJP was participating 
in the elections to solve 
the problem. “We move 
straight forward with 
committed vision. Every-
thing will be solved dem-
ocratically,” he said. 

Rijiju explained that 
the issue of corruption 
was ‘well known and Na-
galand election was one 
of the most expensive in 
the country.’ “Nagaland 
not only needs a special 
economy package but 
also needs a clean trans-
parent government.” 

That said, he apolo-
gised for giving Noklak 
and Akhuloto a miss. He 
said that ‘due to the bad 
weather’ he could not 
make it but assured that 
he would ‘personally take 
full responsibility for the 
development’ of said area.

Nagas.’
“There was peace, 

development during 
Rio’s leadership, while 
the situation was under 
control during his years 
as the chief minister,” 
Dr. Kire said mention-
ing that there was chaos 
and confusion in his ab-
sence.

“Do the Nagas want 
the leadership of Neiphiu 
Rio or TR Zeliang. It is for 
the people to answer,” he 
said in challenge.

On the NDPP-BJP al-
liance, he expressed con-
fidence that there was 
nothing to worry about 

threat to the Christian 
faith.

“The NPF had an al-
liance with the BJP for 
the last 15 years, but they 
were silent for all these 
years. Why do they need 
to start pointing out the 
BJP Hindutva policies 
now,” he questioned.

About the issue of the 
decision to hold elec-
tions, he said that the 
election was ‘for solution’ 
and therefore he sought 
the support of every sec-
tion of the Naga society in 
electing the right leaders 
who would lead the peo-
ple to greater heights.

Dimapur, Feb. 24 (EMN): 
The Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP) has appealed to 
the citizens of Nagaland to 
vote for the NDPP-Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) alli-
ance candidates. The party 
states that the NDPP-BJP 
alliance was committed to 
bringing good and trans-
parent governance and 
draw a new roadmap of 
progressive development 
for Nagaland.

The NDPP issued a 
press release through its 
media and communi-
cations committee. The 
party appreciates Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
for visiting Nagaland and 
‘for strengthening’ the 
leadership of Neiphiu Rio 
to head the BJP-NDPP al-
liance. Likewise, it appre-
ciated the prime minister 
for his ‘sincerity to bring a 
political solution and for 
announcing economic 
and development plans.’ 

The party has instruct-
ed its rank and file to fully 
cooperate with the part-
ners of the alliance in all 
the constituencies. In the 
assembly constituencies 
where the party has not 
fielded candidates, the 

NDPP’s workers should 
extend full support to the 
BJP in every possible way, 
it stated. 

While appreciating 
the church and Civil So-
ciety for initiating the 
‘Clean Election cam-
paign, the NDPP assured 
support to the campaign. 
It directed all rank and file 
to carry out their respon-
sibilities without deviat-
ing from the Model Code 
of Conduct and uphold 
the principles of the Clean 
Election movement. 

Further, the party ap-
pealed to all government 
machineries, especially 
the administration, po-
lice and law enforcing 
agencies, to ensure free 
and fair elections ‘with 
utmost impartiality.’ It 
has expressed confidence 
in the institutions that are 
conducting the polls that 
they will carry out their 
responsibilities in the 
‘most impartial manner.’ 

The organisation has 
assured its cooperation to 
the government agencies to 
strengthen the foundations 
of the country’s democrat-
ic principles by ensuring 
clean, free and fair elec-
tions, the updates added.  

Dimapur, Feb. 24 (EMN): 
The All India Congress 
Committee’s (AICC) ob-
server for Nagaland, 
Praveen Davar, has said 
that the ‘unholy alliance’ 
between the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) and the 
Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) 
was nothing but an ‘open 
invitation to instability, 
chaos, and disorder and 
added that the people of 
Nagaland will reject the 
opportunistic alliance.’ 

The observer issued a 
press release to the media 
on Sat. 

Commenting on 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s recent visit to Na-
galand, during which he 
reportedly expressed con-
fidence in the leadership 

of former chief minister 
Neiphiu Rio, who is also 
the chief ministerial can-
didate of the NDPP-BJP 
alliance, Davar said that 
the people of Nagaland 
have no faith in their lead-
ership or in Rio’s. 

Davar stated that 
Modi had committed a 
‘Himalayan blunder’ by 
using the word ‘Ashtlak-
shmi’ for the eight states 
of Northeast including 
Sikkim as the people 
were left wondering on 
meaning of ‘Ashtlakshmi’ 
which in Hindi means 
‘eight Lakshmis.’ Accord-
ing to him, Lakshmi is 
the goddess of wealth 
in Hindu scripture and 
folklore. He alleged that 
the prime minister, with 
no experience about the 

culture and traditions 
of the Northeast people, 
did not realise that us-
ing such terminology will 
not go down well with the 
masses of Nagaland. 

Continuing his vitri-
olic, Davar said that the 
prime minister did not 
speak a word about secu-
larism. he should have at 
least assured the people 
that there will be no dan-
ger to their faith culture 
and traditions, the Con-
gress leader observed. 

To the accusation of 
the prime minister about 
the instability in Naga-
land during the past four 
years, Davar attributed 
the BJP, which had been 
part of previous govern-
ment, as the root cause of 
instable governments in 

the previous decade to. 
Directing his attack 

on Minister of State for 
Home Kiren Rijiju, who 
had expressed pride 
that the BJP was ruling 
in Christian-dominated 
state of Goa and Muslim-
dominated state of J&K, 
Davar stated that the BJP 
had no faith in Christian 
leaders of Goa and had 
chosen a Hindu only as its 
chief minister for two suc-
cessive terms. 

The Congress leader 
added that most of the 
ministers in Goa were 
Hindus with an odd 
Christian holding an un-
important portfolio. He 
went on to allege that the 
Parrikar government in 
Goa was also busy pro-
moting the Hindutva ide-

ology in the coastal state 
which for centuries has 
been enjoying a liberal 
and pluralist culture and 
is a world-class tourist 
destination. 

While stating that the 
Congress party was fight-
ing in only 18 seats, Davar 
was confident of winning 
over a dozen which he 
said would be a decisive 
factor in the formation of 
a secular government in 
Nagaland. 

“The people will cer-
tainly reject the BJP, which 
is misusing all the money 
power it has acquired 
with massive corruption 
in its central and state 
governments, to impose 
Hindi and Hindutva on 
the state of Nagaland,” 
Davar added. 

set up check gates in 
various locations of the 
district to check liquor. It 
was informed that liquor 
and other intoxicants had 
been seized.

While apologising for 

inconvenience the event 
may have caused to the 
people, the CMA has ap-
pealed to them to cooper-
ate.  

The Chakhesang Pub-
lic Organisation (CPO) 

has authorised setting 
up check gates or to stop 
any vehicle or persons at 
any place deemed fit to 
engage in social enforce-
ment within the Cha-
khesang areas during the 

forthcoming 13th state 
assembly elections.

Vehicles belonging 
to security forces, dis-
trict administration and 
election observers have 
been exempted from the 
checking.

Also, while endors-
ing the CMA’s initiative 
the Chakhesang Baptist 
Church Council has stat-
ed that the mothers have 
been sacrificing their en-
ergy, time and resources 
to save the people from 
the destruction alcohol 
can cause, a press release 
issued by the CBCC’s ex-
ecutive secretary, Rev. Dr. 
Vezopa Tetseo stated.
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For many years, people in our city built and bought homes in areas subject to landslides. Some knew about 

the risk of the unstable land, while others were not told. “Forty years of warnings from geologists and city 
regulations created to ensure safe homebuilding” were unexplained or ignored (The Gazette, Colorado 

Springs, April 27, 2016). The view from many of those homes was magnificent, but the ground beneath them 
was a disaster in the making.

Many people in ancient Israel ignored the Lord’s warnings to turn from idols and seek Him, the true and 
living God. The Old Testament records the tragic results of their disobedience. Yet, with the world crumbling 
around them, the Lord continued reaching out to His people with a message of forgiveness and hope if they 
would turn to Him and follow His way.

The prophet Isaiah said, “[The Lord] will be the sure foundation for your times, a rich store of salvation and 
wisdom and knowledge; the fear of the Lord is the key to this treasure” (Isaiah 33:6).

Today, as in the Old Testament era, God has given us a choice about the foundation on which we will build 
our lives. We can follow our own desires, or we can embrace His eternal principles revealed in the Bible and 
in the person of Jesus Christ. “On Christ, the solid rock, I stand—all other ground is sinking sand” (Edward 
Mote).

Father in heaven, we acknowledge You as our sure foundation. Our security and hope are in You.

Our Sure Foundation
BIBLE READ:    ISAIAH 33:2–6  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

[The Lord] will be the sure foundation for  
your times, a rich store of salvation and  
wisdom and knowledge; the fear of the  

Lord is the key to this treasure.
~  Isaiah 33:6

Give to Caesar What 
Belongs to Caesar

Many Church Workers Taking Election Money

The Truth Shall Stand Sooner or Later (Before or After Death)

Vote to Save Nagaland

Election is the time we seriously reflect 
on, how to give to Caesar what belongs 
to Caesar and render to God what be-

longs to God.  For, election is a critical period, 
as Otto Von Bismarck said “People never 
lie so much as after a hunt, during a war, or 
before an election”. He knew what he was 
talking about for he was the first chancellor 
of German empire. The Dimapur Christian 
Forum in solidarity with all people of good 
will urges every voter in Nagaland, to use this 
God given opportunity   to choose leaders 
who have served the society with integrity and 
common good of the people, and will uphold 
the Christian principles of dignity of the indi-
vidual and freedom of Conscience. Every tree 
is known by its fruit. The top leadership of  
the national party that has left lose its fanatic 
fringe to intimidate, harass, and file frivolous 
cases against Christian leaders and Christian 
community in the rest of country  should not 
dish out pious  platitudes about ‘protecting 
the interests of the Christian Community in 
Nagaland’. The Christian Community does 
not need protection in Nagaland; it demands 
its rights as human beings and citizens in the 
whole country.

If some feel that the voice of the Church 
is too feeble in the face of money and muscle 
power, we know that to light a candle is better 
than curse darkness. The voice of the Church 
will be there to remind us  that,  failure to  ex-
ercise  our civic right is a failure to exercise our 
Christian duty. If  my vote is not strengthening 
the base of basic human freedoms, I have not 
contributed to the development of the nation. 
The DCF calls upon every voter in the state 
remembering, “In each and every election, 
it’s your rights, it’s your freedoms, it’s your in-
terests that are on the ballot.” Give to Caesar 
what belongs to Caesar and to God what be-
longs to God.

Rev. R.P Murry, President ;
Fr. Chacko Karinthayil,                                                                                                   

Secretary

Despite the Church’s fervent 
appeal for a Clean Elec-
tion to bring change in our 

sick land, many church workers are 
found directly involved in accepting 
money for their votes from various 
candidates of their constituencies in 
the name of colony fund, household 
share, youth fund, women fund and 
so on. It is indeed a very shameless 
and a despicable act that should be 
condemned and by every right think-
ing people who fear God. If the peo-
ple who actually should be teaching 
others by their rightful deeds and fol-
low the teachings of Church are in-
dulging in such dirty and filthy acts, 
what will we imagine for the  others? 
These church workers are defiling 

the very sanctity of the church and 
should resign immediately. They have 
polluting the purity of the Church. 
They are bringing a very bad name 
to the Churches. This is the reason 
why many innocent people are now 
confused. Election time brings out 
the true colour and their character in 
a person. It has clearly shown those 
wolves in sheep’s clothing. Many 
parents and children are working to-
gether hand in glove and going door 
to door distributing money brought 
from candidates. God is alive and he 
will judge. They will bear the curse of  
the coming generations.

Toshilong Naga
Purana Bazaar, Dimapur

The phrase ‘the truth shall stand sooner or later’ carries 
a deep meaning and that we can give an ambiguous 
answer in defining what ‘truth’ is all about. The word 

‘truth’ means quality of  being true all the time, but the truth 
as claimed by the dictionary is often uncovered in all angle of  
life. It is so because the society is evolving for a greater height 
and bigger horizon as the world is rushing ahead. In general 
truth mostly tends to mean ‘fact’ or ‘reality’. It involves the 
quality of  faithfulness, fidelity, loyalty and sincerity.

As an intellect citizen of  the Naga society, surely we will 
agree on the fact that our past Nagas are governed and con-
trolled by the principles of  Naga norms, values, and culture 
based on truth. For a simple and innocent citizen of  Naga 
society, the meaning of  truth means ‘the wholesome truth’ 
under all circumstances. Wherein for the other advanced and 
developed societies, this simple truth is being categorized 
and fragmented within various zones. For this the phrase 
‘the truth shall stand sooner or later’ has been interpreted for 
one’s own conveniences. So what we can learn is we ‘the Na-
gas’ can’t always sit on the truth as expressed by this volatile 
society.

When we consider the real meaning of  truth which is the 
driving force for what we came so far are based upon three 

commanding words ‘shame, fear, forbidden’. Along the line, 
these three words played a very significant role in adminis-
tering the whole village. For instance if  any problem arises 
in a group/clan/khel/village, the body of  the feast of  merit 
holders came together and decide the verdict based upon 
‘shame, fear and forbidden’ which immediately are counter 
challenged back by these three doctrine.

The legend also goes that only the most gifted and chosen 
people within the village can see the coming of  ‘common vil-
lage spirit’( which reveals itself  in the form of a ‘white cock’ 
and disappears with just the blink of  an eye). Such people 
who have seen it were considered the most fortunate leader in 
the village and were assigned to govern the place. This proves 
that somehow, somewhere, something is there to lead the so-
ciety or mass for a better cause.

Further to go deeper to the interpretation of  the word 
’truth’, one should understand the very nature of  truth which 
can actually differ widely depending on the subject. Gener-
ally said, there are various kind of  truth such as logical truth, 
conversational and nominal truth, mathematical truth, scien-
tific truth, cultural truth, absolute truth, abstract truth (pro-
phetic truth), political truth so on.

Considering about politics reaching another level involv-

ing very playful tactics-the weapons used by the politicians 
and political parties includes political truth, conventional 
truth, sect oral truth etc. In such a case, it becomes very 
hard especially for common people to trust in the so called 
‘TRUTHS’ as spelled out by the elite groups to woo/lure the 
voters during elections.

Above all what we Nagas need in this crucial time is the 
‘divine truth’ which comes from God alone. Rules and regu-
lations of  a place will come and go, nation make laws per-
taining in governments favors. But when the people fail to 
abide in these set of  law s, it becomes just a mere rule and it is 
a futile exercise which cannot be a permanent truth.

Let making an honest attempt in talks be the mandate of  
any truth teller. May the metaphysical belief  in the divinity 
of  truth rest upon each dwellers heart and let it be the serving 
foundation for the entire subsequent for the days ahead of  us.

To conclude as it is written in the Bible in Hebrews 11:1 
‘Now faith in confidence in what we hope for and assurance 
about what we do not see’ be our guiding star because Naga 
society rely on the living almighty God and for that reason we 
claim ourselves as ‘Nagaland for Christ”

K. Ritse
Pfutsero town

The Nagaland state was formed under the blood-
bath of the freedom strugglers. Since then the 
state politicians began to indulge in corruption 

in large scale. The third general election held in 1974 
became a landmark in history of corruption in Naga-
land, because the people indulged in all kind of im-
moralities and corruptions. The innocent public were 
taught to practise dishonesty and immorality, as a re-
sult of which the entire population was exploited left 
and right by the corrupt politicians. All God fearing 
people wept over the sad situation for which one could 
do almost nothing.

 I believe out of 195 candidates, eleven lakhs voters 
will sincerely decide who can run the state government 
of Nagaland. I believe Naga people did not lose their 
conscience, it is too early to bury Nagaland. I hope 
all Naga people still remember Naga plebiscite (1951) 
who on behalf of present generation and for the sake 

of today’s generation, tens of thousands of Naga pa-
triots shed their blood and died. Above all the precious 
blood of Jesus Christ that has purchased Naga peo-
ple. At present situation the news does not give us any 
consolation but it has become bad to worse, alcohol 
flowing like flood in all constituency, money flowing 
to all the people. Do Nagas think that such kind of  
corruption will save our nation? It is not the party, it is 
the individual’s conscience that will prove whether it is 
a worthy state or not. If  you do not believe that you are 
living in promise land, the curse would come to your 
land. God cannot tolerate sinful nature of tongue like 
an unbridled horse. As now the last hour has come, 
there is no time to go to church and listen to prophetic 
voice. Therefore let us by clear conscience, faithfully 
convince your follower and not by money, keep your 
conscience clear and vote to save Nagaland.

Rev. Dr.V.K. Nuh

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

The Lord Himself is our strong foundation in life.

Veronica Neffinger | crosswalk.com

12 Christian and World Leaders Who Were Deeply Influenced by Rev. Billy Graham

F
amed evangelist the Rev. Billy Graham passed 
away from natural causes yesterday morning 
(Feb. 21) at his home in North Carolina. He was 
undoubtedly one of the most influential peo-

ple, and certainly Christian figures, of all time.
He influence extended around the globe and his 

platform allowed him to meet with world leaders 
from American presidents to Martin Luther King Jr. to 
Queen Elizabeth II.

But at the heart of his ministry was his passion 
for the Gospel and his commitment to spreading 
this Good News around the world. He was known as 
"America's pastor."

Today, so many people are mourning his death, but 
we are also rejoicing that he is in heaven with the Lord. 
Here is what several Christian leaders had to say in re-
sponse to this news:
1. "Graham manifested a remarkable empathy toward 
the needs and cares of every community he visited."

"Graham's vision and enterprise have moved global 
evangelicalism forward, leaving it less parochial and 
more ecumenical in its posture toward other cultures 
and faith traditions. Liberalism, though stubbornly en-
trenched in many places, has almost totally collapsed 
as a nurturing force, while the Christ of the Scriptures, 
as preached by Graham, has in the past half-century 
transformed hearts and minds across Africa, Asia, 
South America, the United States, and (though less 
spectacularly) Britain and Canada.

Throughout his ministry, Graham manifested a 
remarkable empathy toward the needs and cares of 
every community he visited, adding to the sense of 
Christ-like authority in his substantially unchanging 
proclamation. This also had a unifying effect, both 
theologically and attitudinally; shared embrace of 'the 
gospel Billy Graham preaches' has become a bond 
of fellowship between Christians of different back-
grounds all around the world. Hopefully, now that he 
is gone, these bonds of common evangelistic endeavor 
will remain strong." -- J. I. Packer
2. "Graham seemed at once larger than life and a rep-
resentative of our lives."

"For the millions who followed him, Graham 
seemed at once larger than life and a representative 
of our lives. He had a loyal wife who put up with his 
relentless travel schedule, a couple of sons who went 
through a rebellious period before finding themselves, 
two daughters who experienced the trauma of failed 
marriages. He struggled with health issues, occasional 
indecision, and management headaches. But when he 
stepped behind a pulpit, whether speaking to a small 
group at the White House or the Kremlin, or to millions 
gathered outdoors in Korea or in Central Park, some-
thing supernatural happened. All other concerns of life 
faded away, and he focused like a laser beam on the 
one sure thing he knew: the gospel of Jesus Christ and 

its power to change lives." -- Philip Yancey
3. "Graham the mass evangelist was sharing the gos-
pel with small groups."

"In November 1955, I had the privilege of serving as 
Graham's 'chief assistant missioner' during his Cam-
bridge University mission. During those ten days our 
friendship strengthened, and I was touched to be in-
vited to spend Christmas with the family at Montreat. 
I cherish two vivid memories of that visit. The first was 
family prayers each day. I saw the world-famous evan-
gelist reading the Scriptures and praying with Ruth 
and their children. Secondly, we all carried Christmas 
parcels to a settlement of poor 'hillbilly' families on 
the mountain nearby. In both cases, Graham the mass 
evangelist was sharing the gospel with small groups." 
-- John R. W. Stott
4. "His focus was always on bringing people to Christ."

"I learned from Graham to never lose your sin-
gle focus. His focus was always on bringing people to 
Christ. I remember when Graham received the Con-
gressional Gold Medal in the rotunda of the US Capi-
tol. There were about 400 chairs, packed with VIPs. 
President Clinton and leaders of the House and Sen-
ate addressed the crowd, honoring Graham's life and 
achievements.

What do you think Graham did when it came time 
for him to get up to speak? He spent maybe three min-
utes acknowledging the honor and how little he de-
served it. Then he said, 'Let me tell you about Jesus.' 
Even though the entire event was about him, he turned 
the meeting toward his lifetime central focus: Jesus." -- 
Pastor Rick Warren
5. "This was the real Graham, caring for the least of 
these."

"I have many rich memories of my experiences 
with Billy Graham, but none more meaningful than 
the day he and I toured the Memphis Federal Prison. 
He had spoken outside to 1000 inmates gathered from 
three separate institutions. After it was over, I asked 
Billy if he would go into the maximum-security segre-
gation unit to see those men who could not come out 
to hear him speak. Though his aides were pulling him 
back to the hotel to rest up for a crusade that night in 
Memphis, Billy instantly agreed. We toured the cold, 
stark cellblock, and I watched Billy Graham—clearly 
the greatest evangelist of the twentieth century—as he 
sat on the floor talking through the grate in a cell door 
to lead an inmate to Christ. There was no press present, 
no crowds to impress. This was the real Graham, caring 
for the least of these and not willing to leave that prison 
until even the outcasts of that institution had heard the 
gospel." -- Chuck Colson
6. "Graham's ministry... changed the lives of millions."

"Karen and I were saddened to learn of the passing 
of one of the greatest Americans of the century, Rever-
end Billy Graham. We send our deepest condolences to 
the Graham family. Billy Graham's ministry for the gos-

pel of Jesus Christ and his matchless voice changed the 
lives of millions. We mourn his passing but I know with 
absolute certainty that today he heard those words, 
'well done good and faithful servant.' Thank you Billy 
Graham. God bless you." -- U.S. Vice President Mike 
Pence
7. "He introduced person after person to Jesus Christ."

"Dr. Billy Graham stood as an exemplar to genera-
tion upon generation of modern Christians. When it 
comes to a living and lasting influence upon the world-
wide church he can have few equals: for he introduced 
person after person to Jesus Christ. There are countless 
numbers who began their journey of faith because of 
Dr. Graham.

The debt owned by the global church to him is im-
measurable and inexpressible. Personally I am pro-
foundly grateful to God for the life and ministry of this 
good and faithful servant of the gospel; by his example 
he challenged all Christians to imitate how he lived 
and what he did.

He was one who met presidents and preachers, 
monarchs and musicians, the poor and the rich, the 
young  and the old, face to face. Yet now he is face to 
face with Jesus Christ, his saviour and ours. It is the 
meeting he has been looking forward to for the whole 
of his life." -- Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby
8. "With faith in God, one person can do so much good 
for the world."

Graham's life was a "testament that, with faith in 
God, one person can do so much good for the world.

Beyond his achievements as a preacher and coun-
selor to presidents, Rev. Graham will be remembered 
as a devoted husband to the late Ruth Bell Graham and 
a loving family man. The whole House sends its condo-
lences to the Graham family at this time of loss." -- U.S. 
Speaker of the House Paul Ryan
9. "He led countless persons... into everlasting joy and 
love."

"There are different ways to measure the greatness 
of a man’s impact. One would be the institutions that 
were created in the wake of his influence. Another 
would be the shaping power of his ideas in the culture 
at large. Another would be the methodological and sty-
listic impact of his way of doing things on the religious 
life of America.

Another would be the incalculable eternal differ-
ence in being the human instrument in God’s hands, 
bringing hundreds of thousands of people out of dark-
ness into light, and out of Satan’s authority into God’s 
family, and out of condemnation into forgiveness, and 
out of sin into holiness, and out of hell into everlast-
ing joy with God. Not to mention the billions of practi-
cal effects for good in the way these people’s lives were 
changed in this world.

While only God can rightly assess the ripple effect 
of a person’s life in all the ways it has influence, my 
own judgment would be that Billy Graham’s great-
est impact is the eternal difference he made in lead-

ing countless persons, from all over the world, out of 
destruction into everlasting joy and love. This was his 
primary mission. “Because God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 
3:16)." -- Pastor John Piper
10. "He's more alive right now than he's ever been."

"When I heard this morning that Billy Graham had 
died, I said that's fake news. He's more alive right now 
than he's ever been.

And the fact is, that's what he preached, is that there 
is life beyond this one because of Jesus Christ and his 
message never wavered from that.

If somehow Billy Graham did not inherit eternal 
life, and if he's not alive right now in a life that will nev-
er end, then everything he stood for, everything he said 
is null and void. I don't believe that's so." -- Former Ar-
kansas Gov. Mike Huckabee
11. "The death of Billy Graham is a time for all of us to 
reflect on the hope that he preached."

“My earliest memories are watching him preach 
on television as a very small child. I remember being 
struck as a child with the gravity with which he took the 
Gospel. That continued with me for the rest of my life. 
When I met Dr. Graham, that same sense of weighti-
ness of the Gospel was evident in him personally – just 
as it was in public.

I think the death of Billy Graham is a time for all of 
us to reflect on the hope that he preached – forgiveness 
of sins and peace with God through Jesus Christ. I hope 
there’s a great deal of reflection, not just on what he 
did, but why.” -- Russell Moore, president of the Ethics 
& Religious Liberty Commission for the Southern Bap-
tist Convention
12. "My father's legacy is one that encompasses the 
world."

"My Father’s legacy is one that encompasses the 
world…and engulfs my own life. When I think of him, 
I don’t think of Billy Graham, the public figure. I think 
of my Daddy. The one who was always a farmer at 
heart. Who loved his dogs and his cat. Who followed 
the weather patterns almost as closely as he did world 
events. Who wore old blue jeans, comfortable sweat-
ers, and a baseball cap. Who loved lukewarm coffee, 
sweet ice tea, one scoop of ice cream, and a plain ham-
burger from McDonald’s. Who was interested in every-
thing and everyone, from the small to the great. Whose 
mind remembered details that even a computer would 
have trouble recalling.

But when I think of him I also think of his message 
because he was immersed in it. Saturated in it. He was 
his message…a simple man who had responded to 
God’s love by placing his faith in Jesus, receiving the as-
surance that his sins were forgiven, that he would not 
perish, but would have everlasting life. Simple faith. 
Faith that now matters more than anything else." -- 
Anne Graham Lotz, founder of AnGeL Ministries and 
daughter of Rev. Graham
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Zapra Chakhesang

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Your creative na-
ture will no longer be repressed, Aries! As you 
look around your home, you realize you feel 
the need to spruce it up a bit. Motivated by a 

desire to give dinner parties and invite family members 
who live far away to come for a visit, you get to work re-
painting, wallpapering, and maybe even sending that 
sofa out to be reupholstered. The final result will be 
fantastic, Aries. You’ll be proud.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You’ve always 
had psychic ability, and today it’s at a peak, 
Taurus. Perhaps not coincidentally, you’re 
likely to be contacted by a close friend or 

lover from your past. He or she isn’t calling to renew 
your relationship but rather for advice. Your height-
ened abilities today make you the ideal confidant. 
Listen closely and advise what your heart tells you 
is right.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Prosperity is 
just around the corner, Gemini, if it isn’t 
here already. All your efforts are about to 
pay off and in a big way. It may be that a big 

proposal gets accepted at work, or perhaps a manu-
script that you’ve penned lands you a publisher. Your 
innate talent and good fortune combine to bring 
wonderful things your way. Enjoy this welcome 
change of events!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): There is passion 
in the air, Cancer, and you’re convinced that 
you’re the one electrifying the air around you. 
To be blunt, you can think of little else but sex 

today. Perhaps it’s a result of working too hard for too 
long and not taking the time to indulge your sensual side. 
Well, there’s no time like the present. Why not invite a 
certain special someone for a home-cooked meal? Light 
a candle, open a bottle of wine, and see what happens.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You have an in-
nate psychic ability that only needs some 
fine-tuning and strengthening for it to de-
velop into a formidable power. Even now 

you sometimes find yourself reading other people’s 
thoughts. This sensitivity gets you into trouble some-
times, but mostly it works to your advantage. In rela-
tionships, especially, you’re able to put an end to hurt 
feelings before they evolve into something irreparable.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You surprise your-
self by signing up for a group lesson rather 
than a private one. This is unlike you; never-
theless, you find you enjoy the social interac-

tion. Besides, whether you’re learning cooking or rock 
climbing, it’s always much more fun to learn with oth-
ers. That way, you can learn from their mistakes and 
they from yours. It’s bound to be a fun, adventurous 
day, Virgo. Enjoy it.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You’ve been work-
ing especially hard and you’re beginning to 
wonder if all your effort has been for naught. 
A restructuring at work leaves you wonder-

ing just exactly where you fit in or if you even fit in at 
all. You may have a troubling few days, Libra, but will 
be relieved to learn that the higher-ups have big plans 
for you in the newly organized, streamlined company.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You’re bub-
bling over with confidence and enthusiasm, 
Scorpio. Not surprisingly, those around you 
respond in kind. Your smile is contagious, 

and you have people joking and laughing with you 
throughout the day. You’ll have much success in what-
ever you do today, although group efforts will likely 
prove more rewarding. Romance figures prominently 
in the evening, so make the most of it!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Your natu-
ral intuition and sensitivity will be height-
ened today, Sagittarius. You’re able to read the 
thoughts and feelings of others and interpret 

them accurately. Alas, you can’t use this skill as effec-
tively on yourself. Some old issues have reemerged, 
causing you some distress. These issues are blocking 
you in some way. You won’t be able to move forward 
with your life until you resolve them once and for all. 
Perhaps a professional psychic could help.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): A new re-
lationship is likely to form soon, and it will 
probably be with someone who’s already 
in your life. Perhaps it’s someone you knew 

in high school and you just recently got back in touch 
with, or perhaps a colleague at work suddenly begins 
to pay you a lot of attention. Romance is definitely in 
the air today, Capricorn, so keep your eyes open for 
subtle cues from the people in your life.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Your head is 
somewhat in the clouds today, Aquarius. This 
isn’t necessarily a bad thing; it just means 
that it’s difficult for you to get any work done. 

Much as you’d rather be elsewhere, you really do need 
to stay focused on the projects at hand. By all means, 
plan an exit strategy from the mundane routine of your 
day-to-day life, but don’t expect to make your escape 
today.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Your heart and 
intuition will rule today much more than 
your mind. Trust what your instincts tell you, 
Pisces. If you’re in a sales profession, you 

can expect the orders to come rolling in today, as your 
extrasensory perception helps you know your clients’ 
needs almost before they do. Plan a romantic encoun-
ter with someone you love, and put your ESP to work 
on him or her tonight.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

I
n a time such as this, the Women 
Department of NBCC appeals to the 
women in the state to play a positive 
role in shaping the future of our so-

ciety that will honor God. Women have 
always been in the forefront in the move 
with God-given burden in task of trans-
forming our society through services 
and involvement. With the State general 
election just around the corner the De-
partment appeals to all the women to 
earnestly pray for our people as we go for 
the poll on February 27, 2018 (i.e., Tues-
day). This election has been in many 
ways different. It has been more fierce 
in nature. In tears and in pain we watch 
the election related violence-threats and 
the intimidations. What has been going 
on during this election time our will flow 
into our homes. It is fearful to think be-
cause we have seen that we are so much 
divided to think and behave as if election 
is everything. Therefore, it is a time to 
filter and stand against those elements 
that will come to destroy our homes.

During the past few weeks we have 
seen women actively participating in ac-
tivities such as barefoot march, checking 
and destroying the illegal flow of liquor 
and alcohol to our towns and villages. 
These activities have moved us all and 
have conveyed the sense and the heart 
that we care beyond election. All these, 
we do for the sake of our homes and 
society because they directly affect our 
homes, our people and most important-
ly, our children. The fight is far from over 
but we have done our bit for the wel-
fare of our society in general and for our 
homes and children in particular.

As we face the poll, let us keep our 
clean election ideals in mind and stay 
true to the pledge and commitment we 
have made. Let us refuse to be influ-
enced in anyway that would demean 
our commitment as Christian women. 
Let us once again get down on our knees 
and intercede for our people and for all 
those who are contesting this time that 
will give them the heart for our people 

beyond power and position. Let us pray 
that God’s will for our people will be 
done.

Our land needs God fearing leaders 
who will be honest and sincere in their 
dealings. Leaders who will stand above 
the greed of power, personal interest 
and party politics. We need stability in 
our land. As we vote, let us do so with 
the knowledge that, “my vote is my God 
given birth right and I have the power 
in my hand to change the course of my 
home, my society and my state for good 
and for God’s glory.” This election, in the 
name of God, I appeal to the women of 
Nagaland to go to the poll without any 
interference from outside, but be guided 
by your conscience and do what is right 
before God rather than before men. Our 
vote will determine the course of our so-
ciety therefore, let our votes be our voice. 
Let us “overcome evil with good” Roman 
12:21.

Ms. Visasieü Dolie
Women Secretary, NBCC

1. John 6:15 tells us, “Jesus, knowing that 
they intended to come and make him 
king by force, withdrew again to a moun-
tain by himself.” 

The feeding of thousands of persons 
by this man born in Bethlehem (meaning 
House of bread) and his converting wa-
ter into fine wine, was a small foretaste of 
the future banquet that God’s Messianic 
kingdom would provide for all the peo-
ples. Isaiah 25:7,8 says, “His rule not only 
would end poverty and hunger but would 
even result in the swallowing up of death.” 
There was every reason, as well, to trust in 
the justice and righteous judgement his 
government would bring in harmony with 
the Messianic prophecies. Meek and lowly 
ones and the downtrodden or marginal-
ized people could take heart that his rule 
would wipe out injustice and oppression. 

Therefore, after Jesus fed the five thou-
sands with five loaves and two fishes, 
the followers of Jesus, believing they had 
found the Messiah whose rule would end 
poverty and hunger; had decided to catch 
him again and make him king by force. It 
is said that this was not the first incident. 
Before this, on several occasions, the fol-
lowers of Jesus arrested him, caught hold 
of his hands, strongly grasped his waist to 
make him their king; but he used to slip 
away from their hands, went to the other 
opposite side standing in a distance, smil-
ing and waving at them that he did not 
come for the kingship of the world. 

History clearly tells us that at this peri-
od of time, Jesus was very popular among 
the people both in Israel and Judea. And as 
the vast majority were in favour and sup-
port of Jesus, he was in a very good posi-
tion to become a King or a political leader. 
But he rejected the effort to infect him into 
the current political scene by “making him 
king” through popular acclaim. He did not 
overstep the bounds of his authority given 
by his Father. 

Jesus saw too, that if He were to take 
the easy way out by relying on miracles, 
He would do it again and again until the 
whole purpose for which he had come into 
the world would be spoiled. People would 
come to Him not to learn about God but to 
get free food and clothes and houses and 
money like what we see today. It would be 
very easy for Him to gather a great follow-
ing this way, but it would not be God’s way. 

So “Jesus, knowing that they intended 
to come and make Him king by force, with-
drew again to a mountain by himself.”
2. Matthew 4:8-10 says, “Again the devil 
took him to a very high mountain and 

showed him all the kingdoms of the world 
and their splendor. And Satan said to Je-
sus, “All this I will give you, if you will bow 
down and worship me.” 
(i) “All this i will give you... Bow down and 
worship me.” 

Jesus had much to medidate on and 
fortify himself for during the forty days, 
he spent fasting in the wilderness follow-
ing his baptism and anointing. It was the 
Spirit leading that brought Jesus into the 
wilderness to be tempted by Satan. And 
it was in the third temptation, the devil 
took him to a high mountain, from which 
and where he could see a very long way - a 
wide glorious view dazzling sight (though 
not quite, all the kingdoms of the world). 
It seems more likely that all the tempta-
tions were actually Jesus’s own thoughts. 
In other words, these temptations, or tests 
of Jesus probably went only in his mind - 
a battle of minds and hearts, a contest of 
wits and words. However, that would not 
have made the tests any easier. 

Placing Jesus upon a high mountain, 
Satan caused the kingdoms of the world, in 
all their glory, to pass in a panoramic view 
before him. The sunlight rays lay on tem-
pled cities, marble palaces, fertile fields, 
majestic roads, and fruit laden vineyards 
- all looked beautiful, magnificient and 
majestic. The traces of evil were hidden. 
Everything looks fine. The eyes of Jesus, 
so lately greeted by gloom and desolation, 
now gazed upon a scene of unsurpassed 
loveliness and prosperity. Then, the tempt-
er’s voice was heard: “All this power will I 
give thee, and the glory of them: for that is 
delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I 
will I give it. If thou therefore will worship 
me, all shall be Thine.” Thus, Satan did his 
best to persuade the Son of God to bow 
down to him and to worship him. 

Christ’s mission could be fulfilled only 
through suffering and endurance. Before 
him was a life of sorrow, hardship, con-
flicts, torture and dreadful fears of humili-
ating death. He must bear the sins of the 
whole world. He must endure separation 
from His Father. As he came down to ‘earth 
and took upon Himself human flesh and 
blood like you and me, fear of the cruel 
cross overshadowed him too. He did not 
want to die. Now as He thought of all the 
suffering that lay ahead of Him, His face 
clouded with pain. He said, “Now is my 
soul troubled.” “And what shall I say, “Fa-
ther, save M from this hour”? No, for this 
purpose I have come to this hour.” He said, 
“Father”, “Let this pass from me.” But in to-
tal submission, he again said, “Yet not my 
will, but thine be done.” “For this I have 
been born, and for this I have come into 
the world.” Jesus was not pushy or haugh-

ty in order to change what’s on His Father’s 
mind to his own benefit. 

Jesus comes to establish a kingdom of 
righteousness and truth through a heaven-
ly holy politics, not of this worldly damned 
politics. He would not abandon his pur-
pose. 

With the same temptation, Satan ap-
proaches men, and here he has better suc-
cess than with Christ. Christ bids them 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
His righteousness.” But Satan walks by 
their side, takes them to the mountains 
and says: “All the kingdoms and glories of 
the world are delivered unto me... And he 
declared it to serve his own purpose of de-
ception. He requires that they sacrifice in-
tegrity, disregard conscience, and indulge 
selfishness and all sorts of corruptions.

“Whatsoever may be in regard to life-
eternal, in order to make a success in the 
world you must serve me. I hold your wel-
fare in my hands. I can give you riches, 
money, pleasures, honor, glory and happi-
ness.” “Do not allow yourselves to be car-
ried away with whimsical notions of hon-
esty or self-sacrifice. I will prepare the way 
before you”, the devil incites. 

In today’s context, putting it in a sim-
ple plain word: the tempter cleverly allures 
his victims by saying, “Instead of living a 
meager, poor and hard life for the sake of 
honesty, why not come to the god of this 
world? Come and join the easy way. You 
may become an elect! Come on! Contest! 
You will have the position and power to 
make money. This is the way how to fulfill 
the desires of the kingdom of the world”, 
the tempter persuades. 
(ii) Multitudes are deceived : 

Thus, multitudes are deceived. And 
many bow down and emotionally worship 
the tempter, and with excitement each 
one saying to himself, “This is what I have 
been looking for in life!” And many rush in 
where the angels and even Jesus himself 
feared to tread upon. Yet God has given 
freedom of choice to all. 

They consent to live for the service 
and glory of self, and the devil is satisfied. 
While Satan allures them with the hope of 
worldly dominion, he gains dominion over 
their souls. Not long after it leads many to 
consequences. Many are injured. They 
have been enslaved and their freedom 
taken away. They have become most har-
assed victims with full of tensions, stresses 
and anxieties in the hands of the so called 
own supporters. Whether won or defeated, 
they are trapped with a sense of indebted-
ness to them, and the most unfortunate 
thing is, that passes on as long as they are 
alive and unto their wives and children 
even when they are no more. Of course, we 

know someone who is truly gifted and has 
the true calling, is to sacrifice for the sake 
of the people; if not, it is difficult for a soci-
ety to do well. And leaders who have made 
great sacrifices, and who will come to 
make in future must be highly appreciated 
and remembered. But whether fit or unfit, 
many set themselves to contest, and as all 
the candidates are not declared winners, 
many have been thrown into the hell of 
debts as today politics has become so ex-
pensive that it takes a lot of money to even 
be defeated. It is said, to be a successful 
leader, a person needs three ingredients: 
“Courage, wisdom and appetite. Among 
the three, wisdom is more important than 
the other too.” Whether won or defeated, 
all have been pushed to the extreme pres-
sure to make money to recoup and recover 
their loses or prepare themselves to face 
the next same election again grossly vio-
lating all ethics, and that has become the 
root cause of all these corruptions of today. 

If a few enjoy: it is shortlived and tem-
poral, and the endings of most are: “The 
greater the heights, the greater is the fall; 
and the higher the soar, the greater is the 
hit and hurt on the ground. Except by 
death or who willfully gave up in the mid-
dle, everyone of them is destined to have 
this ending. 

Some might have accumulated huge 
wealth! It’s all a wealth of corruption and 
hell. If not for a senseless creature, the 
mental torture is endless for any sensi-
ble possessor. Because it’s all of a stolen 
wealth - a wealth that belonged to the poor 
and needy, the crippled and the disabled, 
the blind, the deaf, the dumb, the lame, the 
aged and the people. The kingdom of God 
is not in this stolen wealth.

“Liberty is not selfish indulgence and 
that freedom is shown in loving service” 
(Galatians 5:1-6, 10). The Bible (1 Cor 6:10) 
says, “Nor thieves, nor greedy people, nor 
drunkards, nor slanderers, nor extortion-
ers shall inherit the kingdom of God.” Their 
souls shall ever be in endless torments, 
their conscience money and alms givings 
will not relieve their tormented souls. Our 
lives on earth determine where we spend 
eternity. Whatever is done without the 
merit of Heaven is fake and temporal. 
(iii) In the context of Nagaland : 

(a) In the context of Nagaland : till the 
middle 1980’s, Nagas were all economi-
cally and financially equals in the State of 
nature. No RCC building or multi-storied 
building was there. How can one sneer to 
scorn at his friend’s poverty? Thirty years 
ago, the rich politician’s father was poorer 
than his friend’s father! Is anyone rich now 
by becoming a politician? Sham! They have 
become rich only by looting the Nagas. 

For good goverance, there are rules and 
regulations written in volumes of books, 
but to make things precise, practical and 
achievable, the Chief Minister is to check, 
correct, discipline, sack and remove the 
corrupt Ministers in order to establish a 
good and strong government to bring de-
velopment and deliver goods to the peo-
ple. Instead, he becomes more corrupt 
than the corrupt Ministers in his own gov-
ernment. 

The voters elect a leader expecting him 
to get a Minister-berth with a portfolio in-
charge of a good Department, so that he 
will be able to help them. Yet, in real real-
ity, the Minister’s prime-duty is to check, 
correct, discipline, remove and set right 
the corrupt officers; and to streamline 
the working system and introduce better 
infrastructure, policies and programmes 
in the Department to bring real develop-
ments to the people by strictly insisting 
honesty, transparency and efficiency. And 
each and every Head of the Department 
has to do and enforce the same. 

The word “Office” means “something 
done for others” (specified kind of), and 
“Officer” means “person holding position 
of authority and trust, commissioned to 
perform divine service.” “Minister” means 
“head of government department”, “to 
serve, render aid or service, to give help as 
a Minister”.. Instead of doing that, the Min-
ister becomes more corrupt than the cor-
rupt officers. He becomes the first to loot 
the money alloted to the Department. By 
seeing this, the corrupt officers are bold-
ened, and in collaboration they loot and 
share using the officers’ stealing skills, and 
so, no development today. 

They are not good leaders nor good of-
ficers, but like whores and robbers, incor-
rigibly corrupt, beyond reform. They do 
not know what they should do. Their un-
derstanding has been stolen away by their 
greed. 

Still the disappointment thing is, the 
new intending candidates who are in the 
row to contest, are not planning to bring 
reform, nor change, nor development, but 
aiming to loot and garner as much as and 
as smart as the present leaders. They con-
test not to serve the people, but for profits. 
Their principle is money begets money. 
They spend to buy votes, in order to make 
more money.

Today, winning the elections of an As-
sembly Constituency in Nagaland does no 
longer count the values of a leader’s abil-
ity, nor quality, nor talent, nor honesty, nor 
integrity, nor ideology, nor character, nor 
qualification. Winning simply lies in mon-
ey-power. Only money decides. 

To be continued...

The Nagaland Baptist Church 
Council Women Department Appeals

Why Did Jesus Decline to Become a Worldly King or Leader?

1. Shall not buy votes with money.
2. Shall not insist/force Clan, Khel, Village, and family to declare support for a  particular 

candidate.
3. Shall not bribe the voters with money or materials.
4. Shall not distribute party money or provide party-based development work during 

election time.
5. Shall not distribute alcohol, drugs, or other intoxicants to voters.
6. Shall not set up camps in colony/khel/vlllage/town.
7. Shall not put up flags and posters on an individual household except in party office 

and house of the candidate.
8. Shall not provide feasting, picnic, or go for procession.
9. Shall not use force, intimidation and undue influence to the voters.
10. Shall not use the support of underground/NPGs for threatening voters.
11. Shall have a dear and realistic manifesto.
12. Shall avoid house to house campaign.
13. Shall discipline the party workers and educate them with CEC instructed by the NBCC.
14. Shall not use/spread false propaganda for personal gain.
15. Shall not be involved in booth capturing and any other activities which are unbecom-

ing of any political party.
16. Shall  deliver peace,  justice, and development for our people
17. Shall participate in the Common Platforms organized by the Clean Election commit-

tee.
18. Shall support NBCC-CEC guidelines in letter and spirit, and cooperate with all the ini-

tiatives of  Association level CEC-Core Committee.
(Issued in public interest)

Pledge Signed by Political Parties 
and NBCC for Clean Elections



NEWS IN BRIEF
RSS founder member Bhanu 
Shashtri dies 
Udaipur, Feb.  24 (PTI):  Founder member of Bharatiya 
Jana Sangh and former MP Bhanu Kumar Shastri died 
here today at the age of 93 after prolonged illness . His 
mortal remains were consigned to flames at Ashok 
Nagar crematorium in the presence of his well-wishers 
including several political leaders. He was elected as 
MP from Udaipur and was also chairman of Khadi 
Board. Rajasthan Chief Minister Vasundhara Raje 
condoled the death of the BJP veteran. “I am saddened 
after knowing about his demise. I pray for peace to 
the departed soul and courage to the bereaved family 
members to overcome the shock,” Raje said in a tweet. 
Rajasthan BJP chief Ashok Parnami also condoled the 
death of Shastri.

Protesting lawyers squat at toll 
crossing in Ghaziabad 
Ghaziabad, Feb.  24 (PTI): Protesting lawyers squatted 
at a toll crossing here to press for a separate high court 
bench for western Uttar Pradesh, disrupting traffic 
on the route for over an hour yesterday, police said. 
Bar association president Rakesh Tyagi Kakda said on 
Monday the office bearers of 22 bar associations will 
gather at the Press club of India in the national capital 
to decide the further course of action. He said litigants 
were forced to go the Allahabad High Court which was 
around 800 km from Saharanpur district. and added 
that the government should provide cheap legal as-
sistance to the victims.

Two gang of blackmailers busted 
in Punjab 
Kapurthala, Feb. 24 (PTI): Police today busted two 
gang of blackmailers allegedly involved in unnatural 
sex by inducing innocent persons and blackmailing 
them after making their pornographic videos, with 
the arrest of one person. Senior Superintendent of 
Police Sandip Sharma said here that the man has 
been identified as Paramjit Singh and his accomplice 
Ranjit Singh, both residents of Jalandhar. Paramjit has 
been arrested while Ranjit, however, managed to flee, 
he said. The gang used to operate at Jalandhar and 
Kapurthala bus stands for the past more than one year 
and had fleeced more than 2 lakhs from three victims 
after threatening them of making their videos viral, 
Sharma said. The SSP said they used to induce inno-
cent people and took them to a secluded place where 
they developed physical relations with the victims and 
make their videos. After making their videos they used 
to blackmail them, he said. Police has registered a case 
under relevant sections of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) 
and the Information Technology Act against them and 
seized a mobile containing porn clips, Sharma said.
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Three fresh cases of banking fraud reported 
Rahul targets PM after yet 
another bank fraud comes to light 

Chidambaram moves SC for protection of fundamental rights Modi ‘most expensive watchman’ 
in the world; says Congress 

Editor-in-chief of ‘National Herald’ passes awayDon’t obstruct work; AAP 
urges Delhi govt. officers

India’s desire to be regional hegemon 
casting dark shadow in region — Pak

Pranab stresses on education, 
skills and employability

FIR lodged after 
stone-pelting at Army 
camp in Jammu

Neelabh Mishra

P Chidambaram

New Delhi, Feb. 24 (IANS): Three 
fresh incidences of financial fraud 
have come to light as the CBI 
filed cases against a jeweller, a 
businessman and a public servant 
on complaints by three different 
banks earlier this week, an official 
said on Saturday.

On Thursday, the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI) regis-
tered a case against Delhi’s Karol 
Bagh-based diamond jewellery 
exporting firm Dwarka Das Seth 
International for an alleged bank 
loan fraud of Rs 389.85 crore in-
volving the Oriental Bank of Com-
merce.

The CBI on Wednesday filed 
a case against businessman Amit 
Singla and others on a complaint of 
the Bank of Maharashtra for a loan 
through forged documents and 
its criminal misappropriation and 
use. The same day, the agency also 
filed a case against Inder Chand 
Chundawat, then Senior Branch 
Manager in the Punjab National 
Bank (PNB)’s Barmer office in 
Rajasthan, for abuse of his official 
position.

Earlier, cases of major financial 
frauds involving Rs 11,300 crore 
by diamantaire Nirav Modi and 
Rs 3,695 crore by Rotomac owner 
Vikram Kothari surfaced, in which 
the CBI has filed cases and made 
several arrests.

After the PNB and the Bank of 
Baroda filed cases against Nirav 
Modi and Rotomac Global, the 
Oriental Bank of Commerce, the 
Bank of Maharashtra and Barmer 
office of the PNB rushed to the CBI 
as well with their complaints of 
fraud, leading to the agency filing 
three separate cases.

The Oriental Bank of Com-
merce has alleged that it was de-
frauded by Delhi jeweller Dwarka 
Das Seth International and its 
owner Sabhya Seth. The loans 
turned into non-performing as-
sets (NPAs) way back in 2014, but 
the bank approached the agency 
on August 16 last year, after the 
company had folded up and Seth 
fled the country.

The CBI has started tracing 
India-based directors and partners 
of the company.

The Oriental Bank of Com-
merce complaint has alleged that 
the Dwarka Das Seth International 
took loans by way of letters of credit 
and other such credit facilities 
for gold jewellery export/import 
between 2007 and 2012 but failed 
to pay back.

A probe by the bank found 
that the company had indulged in 
round-tripping of funds through 
fictitious companies abroad and 
had utilised funds by discounting 
bills based on the letters of credit 

of foreign banks, which were ei-
ther non-existent or had negative 
ratings.

“We feel that Sabhya Seth of 
Dwarka Das Seth International Pvt 
Ltd had orchestrated an elaborate 
plan to dupe the bank,” the bank 
said in its complaint.

Similarly, the Bank of Mahar-
ashtra has approached the CBI 
to lodge a loan default complaint 
against a Delhi businessman Amit 
Singla. The loan had turned into an 
NPA in 2013 and the bank has even 
sold a property kept as collateral to 
recover its dues, sources said.

The Bank of Maharashtra’s FIR 
names Singla, the proprietor of 
Delhi-based Ashirwad Chain Co, 
loan guarantor Roshan Lal Bhalo-
tia, property valuation firm Tech 
Mach International and unknown 
officials of the bank. 

It is alleged that Singla and his 
company took loans of Rs 9.5 crore 
through cash credit facility from 
the bank between 2010 and 2012. 
The accused allegedly submitted 
three properties in Delhi and Har-
yana as collaterals. The properties, 
at the time of taking the loan, were 
valued at over Rs 18 crore by Tech 
Mach International.

But, after the loans turned into 
NPAs, the actual market value 
of the properties were found to 
be only Rs 2.5 crore. One of the 

properties, a double-storied house 
owned by Roshan Lal in Rohtak, 
Haryana, was valued at Rs 4.85 
crore while sanctioning the loan. 
When the bank sold it off to recover 
its dues, it fetched only Rs 73 lakh.

Similarly, a commercial prop-
erty owned by the accused at 
Chandni Chowk in Delhi was 
valued by Tech Mach at the time 
of disbursal of the loans at Rs 4.95 
crore, but it was actually worth Rs 
31 lakh only.

Tech Mach was later removed 
from the panel of valuers by the 
bank.  In the complaint, the Bank 
of Maharashtra said: “The overval-
ued valuations were deliberately 
given in connivance with the bor-
rowers and the guarantors ... to 
fraudulently induce the bank to 
finance the borrower.”

The FIR also alleged that Singla 
had submitted inflated stock audit 
reports and balance sheets, apart 
from diverting the loans to sister 
concerns. 

The PNB approached the CBI 
for a second time on Wednesday 
against one of its branch managers 
at its Barmer office in Rajasthan.

According to the complaint, 
the branch manager had defraud-
ed the bank of over Rs 2 crore in 
2011 and the bank had even sus-
pended the official following an 
internal inquiry.

New Delhi, Feb. 24 (PTI): As yet another 
bank fraud came to light, Congress Presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi today hit out at the 
Modi Government alleging that the Delhi-
based diamond jeweller involved in the 
scam “disappeared” like Nirav Modi and 
Vijay Mallya while the government looked 
the other way.

He said the promoter of Dwarka Das 
Seth International, who was booked by 
the CBI for an alleged fraud of Rs 389.85 
crore towards Oriental Bank of Commerce, 
operated with the same modus operandi 
of fake LoUs as Nirav Modi.

“Under Modi Ji’s ‘Jan Dhan Loot Yo-
jana’, another scam! 

“390 Crore, involving a Delhi based 
jeweller. Same Modus operandi as Nirav 
Modi. Fake LOU’s.

“Predictably, like Mallya and Nirav, this 
promoter too has disappeared while the 
Government looked the other way,” he 
said on Twitter.

Gandhi has been using the hashtag 
‘ModiRobsIndia’ to target Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and his government over 
the cases of bank frauds.

The CBI yesterday booked Dwarka Das 
Seth International Pvt Ltd for an alleged 
bank loan fraud of Rs 389.85 crore towards 
Oriental Bank of Commerce.

Six months after the public sector bank 
filed a complaint with the CBI, the agency 
booked the company, and Sabhya Seth, 
Reeta Seth, Krishna Kumar Singh, Ravi 
Singh -- all directors of the firm -- and an-
other company named Dwarka Das Seth 
SEZ Incorporation.

The company has availed various 
credit facilities from OBC between 2007-
12, which swelled to Rs 389 crore during 
the period.

The string of frauds came as an em-
barrassment for the BJP-led central gov-
ernment, which had come to power on 
an anti-graft plank and had often listed 
corruption-free administration as one of 
its main achievements.

Breaking his silence over the Rs 
11,400-crore fraud in India’s second-big-
gest PSU bank, Prime Minister Modi yes-
terday warned of stringent action against 
those involved in financial irregularities 
and said loot of public money will not be 
tolerated.

“I want to make it clear that this gov-
ernment has been taking strict action 
against financial irregularities and will 
continue to take strict action,” he said at 
Global Business Summit. “System will not 
tolerate loot of public money,” the prime 
minister said.

New Delhi, Feb. 24 (PTI): 
Senior Congress leader 
P Chidambaram has ap-
proached the Supreme 
Court seeking protection of 
his fundamental rights, in-
cluding the right to privacy, 
amid summons to his son 
Karti Chidambaram and 
raids by the CBI and the ED 
in connection with cases 
related to Aircel-Maxis and 
INX Media.

Chidambaram, who 
is also a senior advocate, 
has claimed in his plea 
that as part of “political 
vendetta”, the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI) 
and the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) have made 
“vexatious” searches and 
issued repeated summons 
in these cases.

“The CBI and the ED, 
as part of political ven-
detta, have made vexatious 
searches, issued repeated 
summons, unreason-

Islamabad, Feb. 24 (PTI): Pakistan 
today said that India’s desire to be-
come a “regional hegemon” is casting 
a “dark shadow” in the region.

Warning that Pakistani forces are 
ready to defend its borders against 
any threat, Foreign Office spokes-
man Mohammad Faisal in his week-
ly briefing said that “India’s arms 
buildup has pushed the region into a 
vicious arms race”.

“Its (India’s) hegemonic designs 
are a cause of serious concern, not 
only for Pakistan, but also for the en-
tire region. India’s desire to try to be-
come a regional hegemon is casting 
a dark shadow on South Asia, he said.

He criticised India for justifying 
the ceasefire violations “on flimsy 
pretexts” and said that ceasefire 
violations were a threat to regional 
peace and can lead to a strategic 
miscalculation.

He urged India to allow the UN 
Military Observer Group in India 
and Pakistan (UNMOGIP) to play its 
role as per the UN Security Council 

resolutions.
India maintains that UNMOGIP 

has outlived its utility and is irrelevant 
after the Simla Agreement and the 
consequent establishment of the 
Line of Control.

Asked about Hindu pilgrims not 
being able to visit Katas Raj temple 
in Pakistan’s Chakwal district, he said 
visas are issued by Pakistan High 
Commission on the basis of the Note 
Verbale (NV) issued by the Ministry of 
External Affairs to pilgrims.

“In order to facilitate them, 
our High Commission allowed the 
pilgrims to submit their passports 
without the NoC. Unfortunately, 
the Indian Ministry of External Af-
fairs did not issue any NV to the 
pilgrims, forcing them to withdraw 
their passports unfortunately, he 
claimed.

He said that 503 Pakistanis have 
applied for Indian visas to attend 
the Urs of Khawaja Moinuddin next 
month and hoped that they will be al-
lowed to participate in the ceremony.

To several questions about the 
outcome of the meeting of Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF) regarding 
placing Pakistan on in its “grey list” of 
nations not doing enough to counter 
terror financing, he said so far the 
outcome is “awaited”.

On straining Pakistan-US ties, 
the spokesperson said the Trump 
administration took several unilateral 
actions in recent months that had an 
impact on bilateral relations.

Asked about a report by British 
newspaper Financial Times that 
China is secretly holding talks with 
Baloch militants to protect its USD 
60 billion CPEC, he said China has 
categorically rejected the report as 
baseless “so nothing more needs to 
be said on that.” 

He also said that Pakistan and 
Russia agreed during recent visit of 
foreign minister Khawaja Asif to from 
a Joint Technical and Military Com-
mittee to support the bilateral efforts 
of cooperation in counter-terrorism 
and defence.

Kolkata, Feb. 24 (IANS): With India 
set to become home to the world’s 
largest working population by 2022 
and a global supplier of workforce, 
education, skill development and 
enhancing employability are the 
most urgent needs, former Presi-
dent Pranab Mukherjee said on 
Saturday.

If India harbours the hope of 
reaping demographic dividends, it 
must make sure its people are edu-
cated and skilled enough, Mukher-
jee told a large assembly of young 
entrepreneurs at a special session 
organized by Young Indians, the 
youth wing of the Confederation of 
Indian Industry.

India’s potential is huge, but 
the failure to tap the potential in 
the right manner will frustrate 
its aspiration to become a global 
power, he said.

The responsibility lies on you 
to remove disparity, inequality and 
provide leadership. Otherwise, I 
am afraid, demographic advantage 
will turn into a demographic disas-
ter,” Mukherjee said.

He exhorted the country’s 
youth to work towards ending the 
growing wealth gap. 

There is an emerging diver-
gence of haves and have-nots, 
he said, adding disparity exists 
not just on health and education 
parameters, but also on income 
distribution.

According to the former head 
of state, developmental paradigm 
must be shifted to equality and 
harmony.

“A recent report on the Indian 
economic situation between 2013 
and 2017 states that 71 per cent of 
the total wealth generated in India 
is accumulated by 21 per cent peo-
ple; while remaining 79 per cent of 
the population are left with 29 per 
cent of the wealth. 

This cannot go on for long. 
Change has to be brought about by 
the young people, not by me, not 
by anybody else,” he said.

The former President cited 
yet another study that brings to 
fore some other social dispari-
ties. As per the report, 40 of the 
least developed countries have 
only 13 per cent of the girl child 
getting enrolled in schools; and 
just 11 per cent of the men and 
women have access to some sort 
of healthcare.

Jammu, Feb. 24 (PTI): The Army has 
lodged an FIR against unidentified 
miscreants for pelting stones at a 
military station which was recently 
attacked by a group of three Jaish-
e-Mohammad (JeM) terrorists here.

Six soldiers and a civilian were 
killed and 10 others, including four 
soldiers, were injured in the terror 
attack on the Sunjwan camp. All three 
terrorists, who stormed the camp, 
were also killed in retaliatory action.

An army official said unidentified 
people pelted stones at the camp 
along the Jammu-Pathankot bypass 
yesterday.

“The stone pelting was done on 
post number 12, which is adjacent to 
the area which was the suspected en-
try point of three terrorists,” he said.

The FIR was lodged last evening, 
the official said. The police carried 
out inspections in the area from 
where the stone pelting was done, 
he added.

“Some suspects were identified by 
the police,” the official said, adding 
that the police was keeping a vigil.

A senior police officer said an in-
vestigation was underway in the case.

ably questioned persons 
for unconscionably long 
hours, unlawfully attached 
fixed deposits, maliciously 
leaked false information to 
the media and otherwise 
caused extreme harass-
ment, anguish and humili-
ation to me and my son, 
and to other persons who 
are normal business and 
social friends of my son, 
Chidambaram said.

The Congress leader 
said that both he and his 

son have categorically de-
nied any wrongdoing in 
the Foreign Investment 
Promotion Board (FIPB) 
approvals in these cases.

The former Union fi-
nance minister also said 
that he was the “real tar-
get” of these “motivated 
actions” of the CBI and 
the ED, but these agencies 
have not accused him or 
other public servants of 
any offence in these cases.

Chidambaram raised a 

legal issue asking whether 
without an FIR naming 
him or his son, the CBI or 
the ED could probe the 
alleged offences against 
them. He sought the top 
court’s direction to prohibit 
these two agencies from 
continuing with “illegal” 
probe and acting in any 
manner causing repeated 
harassment to him, his son 
and family members.

An FIR, filed by the CBI 
on May 15 last year, had 
alleged irregularities in 
the FIPB clearance to INX 
Media for receiving over-
seas funds to the tune of 
Rs 305 crore in 2007 when 
Chidambaram was the 
Union finance minister. 
The ED has also registered 
a money laundering case.

The CBI is also probing 
the alleged irregularities in 
grant of the FIPB clearance 
to the Aircel-Maxis deal in 
2006.

 New Delhi, Feb. 24 (IANS): 
The Congress on Saturday 
slammed Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s silence 
on major banking scams 
unearthed in the country 
over the last few days and 
termed him the “most ex-
pensive chowkidar” in the 
world.

Demanding a probe by 
the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) into the alleged Rs 
11,300 crore Punjab Na-
tional Bank (PNB) fraud, 
the party demanded that 
the accountability of the 
Finance Ministry, the RBI 
and the management of 
defaulting banks must be 
fixed in the next 60 days. 

Referring to the bank-
ing frauds by diamond 
jeweller Nirav Modi (worth 
Rs 11,300 crore) and oth-
ers (Rotomac loan default 
worth over Rs 3,000 crore) 

as “actual” losses, he said: 
“Why is he (Prime Minis-
ter) silent now?”

Modi  had spoken 
about the bank fraud for 
the first time on Friday at 
the ET Global Business 
Summit saying govern-
ment would take “stern ac-
tion” against irregulaties.

Sibal said: “The coun-
try has faced a loss of 
around Rs 21,000 crore 
and other banking frauds 
will also emerge in the 
coming days. Another Rs 
390 crore OBC (Oriental 
Bank of Commerce) scam 
has also come out.”

Starting his briefing 
with a peom, Sibal said: 
“The banking system is 
adrift, core banking had 
escaped the SWIFT, de-
positors are truly miffed, 
Why was Nirav given this 
gift?”

Chennai, Feb. 24 (PTI): Vet-
eran journalist and editor-
in-chief of Delhi-based 
National Herald, Neelabh 
Mishra, died at a private 
hospital here today follow-
ing an illness.

Congress chief Rahul 
Gandhi condoled the de-
mise of Mishra, and de-
scribed him an as “editor’s 
editor.”

Mishra, who was ad-
mitted to Apollo Hospi-
tal in Chennai earlier this 
month, “was critically ill 
with complications result-
ing from non-alcoholic 
liver cirrhosis,” it said.

“He developed multi-
ple organ failure before a 
liver transplant could be 
carried out. He breathed 
his last (today) surrounded 
by his relatives, friends and 

New Delhi, Feb. 24 (PTI): 
Delhi’s ruling Aam Aadmi 
Party today urged govern-
ment officers, protesting 
against the alleged attack 
on Chief Secretary Anshu 
Prakash by party MLAs, to 
not obstruct work as doing 
so would hit the govern-
ance.

Saurabh Bharadwaj, 
chief spokesperson of 
AAP’s Delhi unit, said the 
cases relating to the alleged 
assault on Prakash and the 
attack on minister Imran 
Hussain and Delhi Dia-
logue Commission’s vice-
chairman Ashish Khetan 
are being investigated by 
the police.

“We appeal to the of-

ficers not to obstruct work 
as governance gets hit be-
cause of this,” Bharadwaj 
said.

Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal and his cabinet 
colleagues yesterday met 
Lt Governor Anil Baijal and 
sought his intervention 
to ease the government-
bureaucracy tension.

Chief Secretary Prakash 
has alleged he was beaten 
by AAP MLAs Prakash Jar-
wal and Amanatullah Khan 
during a late-night meeting 
at Kejriwal’s residence on 
Monday.

The officers since then 
have boycotted meetings 
called by Delhi govern-
ment ministers.

comrades,” the statement 
said.

His cremation is sched-
uled at Nungambakkam 
here later in the day, sourc-
es close to him said.

I n  2 0 1 6 ,  M i s h r a 

‘steered’ the re-launch of 
National Herald, founded 
by former prime minis-
ter, Jawaharlal Nehru, as a 
digital news website, the 
statement said.

L a s t  y e a r,  h e  re -

launched the ‘National 
Herald on Sunday’ news-
paper, and then its sister 
publications ‘Navjivan’ 
and ‘Qaumi Awaz’ as news 
websites, the statement 
added.

Mishra started off his 
over three decades of jour-
nalistic career as a reporter 
with ‘Navbharat Times’ 
in his hometown Patna 
in Bihar and later moved 
to Rajasthan as the Jaipur 
correspondent for ‘News 
Time’.

He also set up Eenadu 
TV in Rajasthan in 1998, 
it said adding, prior to his 
stint in ‘National Herald’, 
he worked as Editor of 
‘Outlook Hindi’ for several 
years. Meanwhile, Gan-
dhi condoled the death of 
Mishra.
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 At least 23 killed in multiple attacks in Afghanistan 
Kabul, Feb. 24 (PTI/AFP): At 
least 23 people were killed and 
more than a dozen wounded 
in multiple suicide bombings 
and attacks in Afghanistan to-
day, officials said, the latest in a 
series of assaults in the war-torn 
country.

In the biggest attack, Tali-
ban militants stormed an army 
base in the western province of 
Farah overnight, killing at least 
18 soldiers.

The Taliban claimed re-

sponsibility for the attack. Dep-
uty provincial governor Younus 
Rasooli said the authorities had 
sent a fact-finding delegation 
to Bala Buluk to investigate the 
assault.

In another attack, a suicide 
bomber detonated his explo-
sives near the diplomatic area 
of Kabul during the morning 
rush hour, killing at least three 
people and wounding five oth-
ers, deputy interior ministry 
spokesman Nasrat Rahimi told 

AFP.
“At around 8:30 am, a sui-

cide bomber on foot, well-
dressed with a necktie on, was 
identified at a checkpoint. He 
blew up his explosives, killing 
three and wounding five oth-
ers,” he said, updating an ear-
lier toll. A security source who 
requested not to be named said 
the explosion happened near 
a compound belonging to the 
National Directorate of Security 
(NDS), the Afghan intelligence 

agency. The NDS compound is 
located near the NATO head-
quarters and the US embassy.

In December, a suicide at-
tacker on foot blew himself up 
near the same compound, kill-
ing at least six civilians.

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for the 
latest attack in Kabul, which 
in recent months has become 
one of the deadliest places in 
Afghanistan for civilians.

Since mid-January, mili-

tants have stormed a luxury 
hotel, bombed a crowded street 
and raided a military com-
pound in the capital, killing 
more than 130 people as the 
city remains on high alert fear-
ing further violence.

In two other attacks today 
in volatile southern Helmand 
province, suicide car bombs 
killed at least two soldiers and 
wounded more than a dozen 
others, officials said.

In the first incident, mili-

tants used a Humvee to attack 
an army base in Nad Ali district 
but the vehicle was destroyed 
when soldiers identified it and 
hit it with a rocket propelled 
grenade, provincial spokesman 
Omar Zawak told AFP.

The attack was against an 
NDS compound and near a 
police headquarters in the city, 
Helmand police spokesman 
Salaam Afghan told AFP.

The Taliban claimed both 
attacks in Helmand.

Militants including the Tali-
ban and the Islamic State group 
have stepped up their attacks 
on beleaguered Afghan troops 
and police in recent months, 
sapping morale already hit by 
desertions and corruption.

Afghan soldiers have tak-
en what the UN describes as 
“shocking” casualties since 
international forces ended their 
combat role at the end of 2014, 
though troop casualty figures 
are no longer released.

 
 
 

NVITES UNMARRIED MALE CANDIDATES TO APPEAR IN RECRUITMENT RALLY FROM 17 MARCH 2018 TO 19 MARCH 2018 TO JOIN AS AIRMEN IN GROUP ‘Y’ 
(NON-TECHNICAL) {INDIAN AIR FORCE  (SECURITY)} TRADE AT  AIR FORCE STATION GUWAHATI, BORJHAR (ASSAM) FOR INTAKE : 01/2019 

  

1  .     Indian Air Force offers opportunities for UNMARRIED MALE INDIAN/NEPALESE CITIZENS from the States of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram,    
Manipur, Nagaland & Tripura to join as Airmen.  The Recruitment Test for Group ‘Y’ (Non-Technical) {Indian Air Force (Security) [IAF(S)]} Trade will be 
held at Air Force Station Guwahati, VIP Chowk, Borjhar, Guwahati (Assam) as per the Selection Programme given below.  
 

2 .   The Recruitment Test will be conducted from 6 AM onwards as per the details given below. Candidates {from States of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh,   
Mizoram, Manipur, Nagaland & Tripura} fulfilling the domicile requirements and eligibility conditions reporting up to 10 AM on 17 March 2018 at Air Force 
Station Guwahati, Borjhar, Assam (Rally Venue) will only be permitted to appear in the Recruitment Test. 
 

Note: The Recruitment Test is not for selection as Commissioned Officers/Pilots/ Navigators. 
. Ê

 

 
 

 
 

Note:      Physical Fitness Test will be conducted at Air Force Station Guwahati, Borjhar, Assam and rest of the testing will be conducted at 11 Airmen                                  
Selection Centre, VIP Chowk, Borjhar, Guwahati, Assam. 

ELIGIBILITY CONDITIONS 
 3  .     Date of Birth Block.  Candidates born between 13 January 1998 and 02 January 2002 (both days inclusive) are eligible to appear in the Recruitment 
Rally.  
 

4  .     Educational Qualification.  Candidate should have passed Intermediate / 10+2 / Equivalent Examination in any stream/subjects approved by Central / 
State Education Boards with minimum 50% marks in aggregate and 50% marks in English. Ê
 

Note - 1:  Education Boards listed in Council of Boards for School Education (COBSE) website as members, as on date of registration will only be permitted. 
Note - 2:  Exact aggregate % of marks before decimal as written in the marks sheet of 10+2/Intermediate/Equivalent OR calculated as per the rules of  
concerned Education Board will only be considered (For example 49.99% should be taken as 49% and not to be rounded off to 50%). Ê
 

5  .     Domicile Requirement.   To be eligible to appear in the rally at Air Force Station Guwahati, Borjhar, Assam, the candidates are required to satisfy the  
following conditions: 

(a)    The School / College / Institute from where candidates have passed the qualifying examination should be within the geographical / administrative 
limits    of States of Assam/Arunachal Pradesh/Mizoram/ Manipur/Nagaland/Tripura.  If the name of District is not mentioned with the name of  
Institution in the certificate / marks sheet of qualifying examination, the candidates are to produce ‘Domicile Certificate’ issued by SDM/DM/Executive 
Magistrate or any official authorised by the State Government of Assam/Arunachal Pradesh/Mizoram/ Manipur/ Nagaland/Tripura. 
(b)      Permanent Domicile of States of Assam/Arunachal Pradesh/Mizoram/ Manipur/Nagaland/Tripura who have passed the qualifying examination 
from anywhere in India are to produce the Domicile Certificate prior to commencement of examination from appropriate authority as given in                
sub-paragraph 5(a) above. 
(c)      Sons of serving Air Force personnel {Officer/Airmen/NCs(E) and Unit cadre Civilians paid from Defence Estimates} whose father/mother is  
presently  serving in any Air Force Unit/any other organisation located in the States of Assam/Arunachal Pradesh/Mizoram/ Manipur/Nagaland/
Tripura, irrespective of their domicile status, are permitted to appear in the rally subject to production of latest SOAFP (Son of Air Force Personnel) 
Certificate (format available on AFNET CASB website). 
(d)      Sons of Air Force personnel {Officers/Airmen/NCs(E) and Unit Cadre Civilians paid from Defence Estimates} whose father/mother is Retired/
Discharged/ Deceased and they are residing in the States of Assam/Arunachal Pradesh/Mizoram/ Manipur/Nagaland/Tripura, are permitted to appear in 
the rally subject to production of proof of minimum stay of one year along with original and photocopy of Service Book/Discharge Book/Casualty Service 
Certificate/Service Particular Certificate (issued from DPO-3/DAV, as applicable) in case of Officers/Airmen/NCs(E) and a Certificate duly signed by  
OIC Civil Admin and countersigned by CO/C Adm O of the last served unit, in case of Civilians Ê

6  .      Medical Standards. 
                (a)       General Medical Standards are as follows: -  
         (i)       Chest: Minimum range of expansion: 5 cm            (ii)      Weight: Proportionate to height and age.  

 (iii)     Corneal Surgery (PRK/LASIK) not acceptable. (iv)     Hearing: Candidate should have normal hearing i.e. able to hear forced whisper 
from a distance of 6 meters with each ear separately.     (v)   Dental:  Should have healthy gums, good set of teeth and minimum 14 dental points.   
(vi)   Health:  Candidate should be of normal anatomy without loss of any appendages.  He should be free from any active or latent, acute or  
chronic, medical or surgical disability or infection and skin ailments.  Candidate must be physically and mentally FIT to perform duty in any part of 
the world, in any climate and terrain. 

(b)    Height, Leg Length, Visual Standards and Colour Vision are as follows:  
 
 
 
 
7  .   Body Tattoo.   Permanent body tattoos are not permitted, however tattoos only on inner face of the fore arms (inside of elbow to the wrist), back (dorsal) 
part of the hand/reverse side of palm and Tribals with tattoos which are as per custom and traditions of their tribes may be considered.  However, right to decide 
on acceptability/unacceptability of the individual shall rest with the Selection Centre. Candidates with permanent body tattoos shall submit two photographs 
(close up and distant view) with details of size and type of the Tattoo.  
 

8.    Only Sikh candidates, whose religion prohibits the cutting of the hair or shaving of face of its member, will be permitted to grow hair and/or retain beard 
and moustache.  Accordingly, those Sikh candidates willing to retain the same as per laid down specification are to get their photographs with beard and   
moustache. 
 

 9  .   Candidates discharged from Indian Army/Indian Navy/Any other Government Organisation are also eligible subject to their discharge with NO ADVERSE 
ENTRIES. Such candidate has to declare at the rally venue that he is an Ex-employee of the Organisation discharged from and produce original Discharge 
Certificate. In case of serving individuals they must be in possession of NOC from their employer at the time of Rally.  If any candidate does not disclose the fact 
of being employed or that of being an   Ex-employee, his candidature will be cancelled at any stage during the selection process. Candidates discharged from 
Indian Air Force for any reason are not eligible to appear in the rally. Ê
 

    10 .      Writing Materials and Documents Required.  Candidates are to bring the following:-  
                (a)      HB Pencil, Eraser, Sharpener, Gum tube, Stapler and Black/Blue Ball Point Pen for writing.    

(b)      Seven un-attested recent (taken not before Feb 18) passport size colour photograph (front portrait in light background without head gear except   
for Sikhs). The photograph is to be taken with candidate holding a black slate in front of his chest with his Name and Date of Photograph taken, 
clearly written on it with white chalk in capital letters. 

               (c)        Original and four self-attested photocopies of Matriculation Passing Certificate (required for Date of Birth verification).  
               (d)        Original and four self-attested photocopies of Intermediate/10+2/ Equivalent Examination Passing Certificate and Marks Sheet. 

(e)     Original and four self-attested photocopies of Domicile Certificate (or) Original and four self-attested photocopies of duly filled Son of Air Force   
Personnel (SOAFP) Certificate (format available on AFNET CASB webpage) for Sons of serving Air Force personnel (or) Original and four self-attested 
photocopies of Service Book/Discharge Book/Casualty Service Certificate/Service Particular Certificate (issued from DPO-3/DAV, as applicable) in case 
of Officers/Airmen/NCs (E) and a Certificate duly signed by OIC Civil Admin and countersigned by CO/C Adm O of the last served unit, in case of  
Civilians for sons of retired/deceased/discharged Air Force Personnel and proof of minimum stay of one year as per Para 5(d) above. 
(f)       Candidates discharged from Indian Army/Indian Navy/Any other Government Organisation. Original and four Self-attested photocopies          
of  Discharge Certificate (as issued from Indian Army/Indian Navy/Government Organisation). 

               (g)       NOC in original and 4 self attested photocopies from the employer for candidates presently serving in any government organization (if applicable). 
               (h)        Original and four self-attested photocopies of NCC ‘A’, ‘B’ or ‘C’ Certificate (if applicable). 
 

Note.  Under no circumstances the candidates will be permitted to appear in the Rally without Original Educational Marks Sheets/Passing    
Certificates & Documents mentioned above in paragraph 10 (c) to (g).  However, candidates with photocopies of Educational Marks Sheets/
Passing Certificates can be permitted to appear in the Rally only on production of an ink signed certificate from College/School Principal 
certifying that Educational Certificates/Marks sheets are deposited with College/School.  
 

  (j)        Consent Form. (as per the format given below) Candidates are to bring the “Consent Form’ to the Rally Venue (Air Force Station Guwahati,    
Borjhar, Assam) and submit it before the Physical Fitness Test.  Candidates below 18 years of age are to get the Consent form filled and signed by their 
parent/guardian.  The candidates of 18 years of age and above can sign the consent form themselves. 

 -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
CONSENT FORM 

(Applicable in respect of candidates both above and below 18 years of age) 
1  . I, ………………….son/father/guardian of ……………………..whose date of birth is …………. do hereby give my consent for myself/son/ward to appear  
in the physical/medical tests, as prescribed for selection in the Indian Air Force, at my/his own risk.  I am aware that no compensation in any form shall be 
claimed, in respect of injuries if any, sustained by myself/ my son/my ward, during such test. 

    2   . I also certify that myself/my son/my ward do not/does not suffer from any kind of height phobia. 
 

  Signature……………………………………………………………... 
  Name of candidate/parent/guardian……………………………….. 

Date:       Relationship with the candidate…………………………………… 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - 

(k) Application Form.  Candidates are to bring duly filled Application Form as per the format given below in A4 size paper while appearing for the rally:- 
 

APPLICATION FORM 
AIR FORCE RECRUITMENT RALLY FOR GROUP ‘Y’ IAF(S) TRADE : AIR FORCE STATION GUWAHATI, BORJHAR, ASSAM 

Application from unmarried male candidates for registration for Air Force Recruitment Rally for selection as an airman in Group ‘Y’ Indian Air Force (Security) 
trade of Indian Air Force 

FILL IN ALL COLUMNS IN BLOCK CAPITAL ONLY 
1. Name  : ……………………………. 
2. Father’s Name  :……………………… 
3. Date of Birth :………………. 
4. Intermediate/10+2 Certificate No. :……….. 
5. Percentage in Intermediate/10+2/Equivalent Examination :  …….. 

 

 

6. Percentage of marks in English subject in Intermediate/10+2/Equivalent Examination. :……… 
7. Board ………………. Year of Passing (10+2) …………. 
8. Intermediate/10+2 Passed from (State & District) ………………………….. 
9. Height (in Cms) :……………… 
10.  Identification Marks  : (a)……………………   
                        (b) ………………………… 
11.  Place of domicile ……………………………………. 
12.  Declaration.  (a) I hereby declare that all statements made above are correct.  (b)  I understand that I am liable to be disqualified at any stage if 
the information given above is found to be incorrect/incomplete/false.  (c)  I undertake to produce all my original certificates and statement of marks 
and four photocopies of each, duly self-attested at the time of appearing in the rally.  (d)  I am willing to undergo physical and medical tests, at my 
own risk and will not be entitled for any compensation for injuries, if any, sustained during such registration/ tests. 

          Signature of  Candidate 
 

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————–——————————————- 

11.   Tenure & Training.     Enrolment is for an initial period of 20 years extendable up to the age of 57 years (subject to service conditions).  Initially  
candidates will be sent for a Joint Basic Phase Training (JBPT) at Basic Training Institute, Belagavi (Karnataka).  On successful completion of JBPT,  
candidates will be sent for trade training of specified duration.  Training is however liable to be terminated at any time if the trainee fails to achieve the 
required standards in academics, profession, physical fitness and discipline or is found to be medically unfit.  AFTER SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF 
TRAINING, THE AIRMEN WILL BE DEPLOYED ON JOB AS PER THEIR TRADE.  Allotted trade will not be changed on candidate’s request on any 
ground.   
 

12.    Candidates appearing must possess basic competency in swimming and that they would be discharged from service if they fail in swimming test at the 
Training Institute subsequently.  Provisionally selected candidates are advised to learn basic swimming which could be an advantage to them during  
swimming training.  The candidates need to render an undertaking that he is not suffering from height phobia. 
 

13.    Pay & Allowances.   During training, a stipend of Rs. 14,600/- per month will be paid.  On completion of training the starting gross emoluments at 
the minimum of scale of pay including Military Service Pay (MSP) will be Rs. 26,900/- per month plus Dearness allowance (as applicable) which, in 
subsequent years, may rise as per the career progression of the individual. Special Force (SF) Allowance {IAF(S)} @ Rs. 17,300/- per month on     
completion of training will be applicable to Indian Air Force (Security) Trade.   
 

14.   Other allowances such as Transport Allowance, Composite Personal Maintenance Allowance (CPMA), Leave Ration Allowance (LRA), Children  
Education Allowance, HRA etc. are also admissible to airmen.   
 

15.     Higher Education.   Airmen are permitted to pursue higher education qualification only after acquiring prescribed skill grade in their trade. 
 

16.    Perks.  Perks such as Ration, Clothing, Medical facilities, Accommodation, CSD (Canteen) facilities, Leave (60 days Annual and 30 days 
Casual in a Calendar year as a privilege, subject to service exigencies), Recreational facilities, Transport for school going children and Leave 
Travel  Concession  (LTC)  are  also  provided  as  per  the  existing  rules.   Group  Insurance  Cover  of  Rs.  37.5  Lakhs  at  a  premium  of  
Rs. 2300/- per month for all airmen and facility of Group Housing Scheme are also extended.    
 

 17.    Job Specification of Indian Air Force (Security) Trade.   Airmen will be part of elite group of multi-faceted air warriors.  The job profile entails 
stringent physical fitness regimen, high level of discipline and involves undertaking special operations and carrying out high intensity security 
operations.   
Note:     Airmen will also have to undertake any other tasks as assigned by superior authorities. 
 

SELECTION PROCEDURE 
 

18.       Verification of Eligibility.   Original Certificates, Marks Sheets and other required applicable original documents like NCC ‘A’, ‘B’ or ‘C’ certificate, 
Son of serving Air Force Personnel (SOAFP) certificate  (or) , Discharge Book, Service Certificate issued from AFRO/DAV for Sons of retired/deceased/
discharged Air Force personnel (or) Discharge Certificate (if discharged from Army/Navy/Government organisation), Consent Form, signed by parents if 
candidate below 18 years of age, and passport size colour photographs  will be required and scrutinized/verified at the examination venue prior to  
commencement of Physical Fitness Test to ascertain the eligibility prima-facie. Detailed verification will be carried out later in respect of candidates who 
pass Physical Fitness Test and subsequently the Written Test.  Candidature of those who do not meet the laid down educational criteria will be rejected 
during Initial verification of original certificates & mark sheets prior to conduct of Physical Fitness Test and also during detailed verification on  
clearing the Physical Fitness Test as well as  Written Test. 
Note:    The original Passing Certificates / Marks Sheets will not be retained by the Selection Centre.  The same will be returned to the candidates 
on completion of detailed verification. 
 

   SEQUENCE OF EXAMINATION 
 

19. Group ‘Y’ (Non-Technical) IAF(S) Trade.     
 

         (a)  Physical Fitness Test (PFT).   
 

(i)      1.6 Km run – within 5 minutes 40 seconds:  The Candidate is to run 1.6 Kms on a marked course, within timings. 
(ii)     Chin up – minimum 08:   The Candidate is to hang from a bar with under-grip and pull his body upwards till the chin clears the bar.  He is to 
lower the body until the elbows are completely straight and the body is in the ‘dead hanging’ position. 
(iii)    Push-ups (plank type) – minimum 20 :  The candidate is to place his palms flat on the ground directly underneath the shoulders with the 
elbows straight and locked.  The body is to be straight and inclined to the ground with the body weight supported by the hands and the toes.  The 
body is to be maintained straight when being lowered with only the elbows bent.  The chest is to remain off the floor in the lower most position. 
(iv)   Bent Knee Sit Ups – minimum 20 :   The candidate is to lie down flat on his back with fingers interlocked behind the head, with knees bent 
in a comfortable position. A partner is to stand on the candidate toes to prevent them from lifting. The candidate is to sit up to a vertical position 
touching the knees with his forehead and return to the starting position.  

Note:   Candidates are advised to bring their sports shoes and shorts/track pant. 
 

(b)  Written Test.   All candidates who qualify PFT will have to undertake Written Test on the same or subsequent day depending on the local  
conditions. The Written Test will be objective type and question paper will be bilingual (English & Hindi) except for English paper.  Answers are to be 
annotated on OMR sheet. Detailed procedure shall be explained before conduct of the examination. Duration of the written test will be 45 minutes and 
will comprise of English as per 10+2 CBSE syllabus and Reasoning & General Awareness (RAGA).   CANDIDATES ARE TO QUALIFY IN EACH 
PAPER SEPARATELY. Results of the written test will be declared on the same day. 
 

(c) Adaptability Test-1.     All candidates who pass the Written Test will have to undertake Adaptability Test-1 on the same or subsequent day 
depending on the local conditions.  Adaptability Test - 1 is to assess suitability of a candidate for employment in the IAF which involves deployment in 
varied geographic terrain, weather and operational conditions. 
 

(d) Adaptability Test-2.     All candidates who pass Adaptability Test-1 will have to undertake Adaptability Test-2 as per policy in vogue.   
Adaptability Test-2 is to select candidates who can adapt to the environment of Indian Air Force and are able to adjust to the military way of life. 
 

(e) Dynamic Factor Test (DFT).  All candidates who pass Adaptability Test-II will have to undertake Dynamic Factor Test to assess the required 
qualities to function as IAF(Security) in Indian Air Force. 
 

20.   Medical Examination.    Candidates who qualify Adaptability Test-2 will be medically examined in the month of July 2018 at SMC, Air Force Station 
Tezpur, Assam.  Medical Examination will be conducted by Air Force Medical Team as per IAF medical standards and existing policy in vogue.  Medical 
Examination would also include baseline investigation of: -  
 

(a)   Blood Haemogram - Hb, TLC, DLC     (b)      Urine RE/ME         (c)   Biochemistry:-      (i)     Blood Sugar Fasting & PP (ii)      Serum Cholesterol      
(iii)    Urea, Uric acid, Creatinine    (iv)      LFT—Serum Bilurubin, SGOT, SGPT   (d)    X- Ray chest (PA view)    (e)       ECG (R)  

 
        Candidates declared Medically Unfit can avail the option for Appeal Medical Board (AMB) against their Unfitness by depositing Rs. 40/- in a  
Government Treasury/RBI/SBI through Military Receivable Order (MRO).  The application for AMB along with original copy of MRO, photocopy of Unfitness 
Certificate are to be submitted to the representative of 11 ASC, AF within three working days of Medical examination.  AMB Centre will be SMC, Air Force 
Station Guwahati & SMC, Air Force Station Jorhat, Assam . 

 

Note :     Candidates are advised to get tartar & stains removed from their teeth before appearing for the medical examination.  Ears should be 
free of wax.  Candidates should be prepared to travel / stay for the medical test for four to five days under their own arrangement.  No TA/DA will 
be admissible. 
 

21.   Publishing of PSL.  The Provisional Select List (PSL) will be displayed at 11 Airmen Selection Centre, VIP Chowk, Borjhar, Guwahati, Assam - 
781015 on 31 Oct 2018.  Copies of the Display List will also be sent to District Magistrate of Guwahati (through Airmen Selection Centre) and will also be 
available at Central Airmen Selection Board webportal www.airmenselection.cdac.in. The inclusion of names of the candidates in the PSL depends 
upon the performance of the candidates in the Rally.  Inclusion of name in the Provisional Select List (PSL) does not guarantee automatic  
enrolment.  Enrolment is strictly in order of merit from the PSL subject to medical fitness, availability of vacancies, not exceeding the age of      
21 years on date of enrolment and meeting other laid down eligibility criteria as and when called for enrolment. The validity of PSL will be          
06 months from the date of display and will be applicable only for Intake No. 01/2019.  
 

22.   If there is any variation between English & Hindi/any other regional language versions of the advertisement, English version is to be taken as authentic. 
 

23.   Any CORRIGENDUM/CHANGES/UPDATES shall be available ONLY on our webportal www.airmenselection.cdac.in and NO INTIMATION SHALL BE 
GIVEN IN ANY NEWS PAPER/ANY OTHER MEDIA.  All candidates are required to see the webportal of this office from time to time. 
 

FOR ANY QUERY CONTACT, PRESIDENT, CENTRAL AIRMEN SELECTION BOARD, BRAR SQUARE, DELHI CANTT, NEW DELHI – 110010,  
TELEPHONE NO. 011- 25694209 /25699606 AND e-mail : casb@iaf.nic.in / casbiaf@cdac.in OR COMMANDING OFFICER, 11 AIRMEN SELECTION 
CENTRE, VIP CHOWK, BORJHAR, GUWAHATI, ASSAM – 781 015 .  TELEPHONE : 0361-2842720 EXTN : 333 AND e-mail – co.11asc-as@gov.in.  

“IMPERSONATORS BEWARE, YOU WILL BE CAUGHT“ Ê
MOBILE PHONES/ELECTRONIC DEVICES WILL NOT BE PERMITTED IN TESTING AREA 

FOR CAREER DETAILS, PROMOTION PROSPECTS, POST RETIREMENT BENEFITS, DETAILED SYLLABUS, MODEL  
QUESTION PAPERS, PROVISIONAL SELECT LIST AND ENROLMENT LIST, LOG ON TO CENTRAL AIRMEN SELECTION 
BOARD WEBPORTAL: www.airmenselection.cdac.in 

DISCLAIMER 
THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS GIVEN IN THE ADVERTISEMENT ARE GUIDELINES ONLY AND ORDERS ISSUED BY THE 
GOVERNMENT AS AMENDED FROM TIME TO TIME WILL APPLY FOR THE SELECTED CANDIDATES.   

The Physical Fitness Test for Group “Y“ Indian Air Force (Security) Trade is very rigorous comprising of Run, Chin-ups, Push-ups and Bent-Knee Sit-ups.  Candidates are therefore advised to come practiced. 

CAUTION 
  SELECTION IN THE INDIAN AIR FORCE IS “FREE & FAIR“ AND ON MERIT ONLY.  AT NO STAGE ANY MONEY IS REQUIRED TO BE PAID TO ANYONE FOR SELECTION OR RECRUIT-

MENT IN THE INDIAN AIR FORCE.  CANDIDATES SHOULD NOT FALL PREY TO UNSCRUPULOUS PERSONS POSING AS RECRUITING/SELECTING AGENTS.  Ê

DATEÊ ACTIVITIESÊ DISTRICTS TO BE COVEREDÊ
17 March 2018Ê Physical Fitness Test  Ê  

All Districts of States of Assam, Arunachal 
Pradesh,  Mizoram, Manipur, Nagaland and 

TripuraÊ
18 March 2018Ê Written Test, Adaptability  Test – 1, Adaptability Test 2 & Dynamic Factor test (DFT)Ê
19 March 2018Ê Reserve DayÊ

HeightÊ Leg lengthÊ Visual Acuity*Ê Maximum limits of  Ref Error*Ê Colour VisionÊ
152.5 cmÊ Not applicableÊ Unaided visual acuity of 6/6Ê Not applicableÊ CP-IIÊ

DAVP/10801/11/ 00     /1718 
MOBILE PHONES/ELECTRONIC DEVICES WILL NOT BE PERMITTED IN TESTING AREA 

FOR CAREER DETAILS, PROMOTION PROSPECTS, POST RETIREMENT BENEFITS, DETAILED SYLLABUS, MODEL  
QUESTION PAPERS, PROVISIONAL SELECT LIST AND ENROLMENT LIST, LOG ON TO CENTRAL AIRMEN SELECTION 
BOARD WEBPORTAL: www.airmenselection.cdac.in 

DISCLAIMER 
THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS GIVEN IN THE ADVERTISEMENT ARE GUIDELINES ONLY AND ORDERS ISSUED BY THE 
GOVERNMENT AS AMENDED FROM TIME TO TIME WILL APPLY FOR THE SELECTED CANDIDATES.   

The Physical Fitness Test for Group “Y“ Indian Air Force (Security) Trade is very rigorous comprising of Run, Chin-ups, Push-ups and Bent-Knee Sit-ups.  Candidates are therefore advised to come practiced. 

CAUTION 
  SELECTION IN THE INDIAN AIR FORCE IS “FREE & FAIR“ AND ON MERIT ONLY.  AT NO STAGE ANY MONEY IS REQUIRED TO BE PAID TO ANYONE FOR SELECTION OR RECRUIT-

MENT IN THE INDIAN AIR FORCE.  CANDIDATES SHOULD NOT FALL PREY TO UNSCRUPULOUS PERSONS POSING AS RECRUITING/SELECTING AGENTS.  Ê

DATEÊ ACTIVITIESÊ DISTRICTS TO BE COVEREDÊ
17 March 2018Ê Physical Fitness Test  Ê  

All Districts of States of Assam, Arunachal 
Pradesh,  Mizoram, Manipur, Nagaland and 

TripuraÊ
18 March 2018Ê Written Test, Adaptability  Test – 1, Adaptability Test 2 & Dynamic Factor test (DFT)Ê
19 March 2018Ê Reserve DayÊ

HeightÊ Leg lengthÊ Visual Acuity*Ê Maximum limits of  Ref Error*Ê Colour VisionÊ
152.5 cmÊ Not applicableÊ Unaided visual acuity of 6/6Ê Not applicableÊ CP-IIÊ

DAVP/10801/11/ 00 96/1718 
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VOTE FOR
NAGA PEOPLE’S FRONT

PUBLISHED BY  PRESS BUREAU, NAGA PEOPLE’S FRONT, CENTRAL HEADQUARTER

 KOHIMA:  NAGALAND

SHRI. PUKHAVI YEPTHOMI
1  DIMAPUR - I A/C

SHRI. MOATOSHI LONGKUMER
2  DIMAPUR - II A/C

SHRI. AZHETO ZHIMOMI
3  DIMAPUR - III A/C

SHRI. KEVINGULIE KHRO
5  GHASPANI - II A/C

SHRI. LOGUSENG SEMP
12  TSEMINYU A/C

SHRI. KHRIELEZO BIO
14  SOUTHEREN ANGAMI - I A/C

SHRI. KROPOL VITSU
15  SOUTHERN ANGAMI - II A/C

SHRI. Y.  VIKHEHO SWU
13  PUGHOBOTO A/C

SHRI. THENUCHO
16  PFUTSERO A/C

SHRI. KEZHIENYI KHALO
17  CHIZAMI A/C

SHRI. CHOTISUH SAZO
18  CHAZOUBA A/C

SHRI. KUZHOLUZO NIENU
19 PHEK A/C

SHRI. YITACHU
20  MELURI A/C

SHRI. AMENBA YADEN
21 TULI A/C

SHRI. NUKLUTOSHI
22 ARKAKONG A/C

DR. IMTIWAPANG AIER
23 IMPUR A/C

SHRI. S. CHUBA LONGKUMER
24 ANGETYONGPANG A/C

SHRI. NGANGSHI K. AO
25 MONGOYA A/C

SHRI. ACHUMBEMO KIKON
40 BHANDARI A/C

SHRI. KHONGJAH KONYAK
41 TIZIT A/C

SHRI. Y. M. YOLLOW KONYAK
42 WAKCHING A/C

SHRI. TINGTHOK KONYAK
43 TAPI A/C

SHRI. K. KONNGAM KONYAK
44 PHOMCHING A/C

SHRI. C. L. JOHN
45 TEHOK A/C

SHRI. N. THONGWANG KONYAK
46 MON TOWN A/C

SHRI. IMKONG L. IMCHEN
28 KORIDANG A/C

SHRI. TOSHIPOKBA
26 AONGLENDEN A/C

SHRI. C. APOK JAMIR
27 MOKOKCHUNG TOWN A/C

SHRI. E. T. SUNUP
29 JANGPETKONG A/C

DR. BENJONGLIBA AIER
30 ALONGTAKI A/C

SHRI. K. KHEKAHO ASSUMI
31 AKULUTO A/C

SHRI. PICTO
32 ATOIZU A/C

SHRI. HUKIYE N. TISSICA
34 AGHUNATO A/C

SHRI. HUKAVI ZHIMOMI
35 ZUNHEBOTO A/C

SHRI. ZHEITO CHOPHY
36 SATAKHA A/C

SHRI. YANKITHUNG YANTHAN
37 TYUI A/C

SHRI. CHUMBEN MURRY
38 WOKHA A/C

SHRI. Y. RENBOMO KIKON
39 SANIS A/C

DR. KAITO JAKHALU
33 SURUHUTO A/C

SHRI. ESHAK KONYAK
47 ABOI A/C

SHRI. E.E PANGTEANG
48 MOKA A/C

SHRI. NAIBA KONYAK
55 TOBU A/C

SHRI. B.S. NGANLANG PHOM
49 TAMLU A/C

ER. T. L. SEMDOK
50 LONGLENG A/C

SHRI. W. CHINGMAK CHANG
51 NOKSEN A/C

SHRI. MUTHINGNYUBA SANGTAM
52 LONGKHIM CHARE A/C

SHRI. TOYANG CHANG
53 TUENSANG SADAR I A/C

SHRI. KEJONG CHANG
54 TUENSANG SADAR II A/C

SHRI. P. LONGON
56 NOKLAK A/C

SHRI. S. HENO KHIAMNIUNGAN
57 THONOKNYU A/C

SHRI. R. TOHANBA
58 SHAMATOR CHESSORE A/C

SHRI. C. KIPILI SANGTAM
59 SEYOCHUNG SITIMI A/C

SHRI. T. TORECHU
60 PUNGRO KIPHIRE A/C

DR. TSEILHOUTUO RHUTSO
9 KOHIMA TOWN A/C

SHRI. T. R. ZELIANG
7 PEREN A/C

SHRI. KHRIEHU LIEZIETSU
10 NORTHERN ANGAMI - I A/C

SHRI. N. R. ZELIANG
6  TENING A/C

SHRI. KENEIZHAKHO NAKHRO
8 WESTERN ANGAMI A/C

PLEASE VOTE FOR YOUR DYNAMIC LEADERS FOR BETTER GOVERNANCE



NATIONAL STUDENTS' UNION OF INDIA 
(NAGALAND STATE)

 Advancement of Learning Corporate life Patriotism 
Congress Bhavan Kohima-797001Tel- 0370 — 2290473(0) /
E-mail: nsuinagaland@gmail.com
To
The President, 
National Students' Union of India, 
New Delhi. 
Subject: Resignation. 
The National Students' Union of India (Nagaland), State 
Committee and College Committee, along with the Active 
Members unanimously resolved to resign from the offices of 
National Students' Union of India (NL) and from the party with 
effect from 16.02.2018.  
Enclosed:- 
1. Name and Signature of State Committee. 
2. Name and Signature of College Committee.

 (CHUMDEMO.N.SHITIO)  (KHR KETOULIE METHA)
 Working President General Secretary (Adm) 
 NSUI (NL) NSUI (NL) 

MEMBERS OF COLLEGE COMMITTEE 
SL. 
NO NAME DESIGNATION SIGNATURE

1 MR BINOD THAPA PRESIDENT
2 MR. VINOD ADHIKARI VICE PRESIDENT
3 MISS. ABENI PATTON VICE PRESIDENT
4 MR. BHARAT MAHATO VICE PRESIDENT
5 MR. SAJAN GAUTAM GENERAL SECRETARY
6 MISS. SHAYA GENERAL SECRETARY
7 MR. PENSEMONG GENERAL SECRETARY
8 MISS. PUJA PARIYAR SECRETARY
9 MISS. JAYANTA BISWAS SECRETARY

DP-333

STATE COMMITTEE 
SL. 
NO NAME DESIGNATION SIGNATURE

1 MR. SENTIMEREN 
ALFRED PRESIDENT

2 MR.CHUMDEMO N 
SHITIO 

WORKING 
PRESIDENT

3 MR. NRITHUNG ODYUO VICE PRESIDENT

4 MR. KHRIEKETOULIE 
METHA 

GENERAL SECRETARY 
(ADM)

5 MR. PHILIP KIKON GENERAL SECRETARY
6 MR. MERETHUNG GENERAL SECRETARY
7 MISS. MHABENI GENERAL SECRETARY
8 MISS. HOKALI SUMI GENERAL SECRETARY

9 MISS. WABANGNARO 
IMCHEN NATIONAL DELEGATE

10 MR. LHAMNYEI SECRETARY
11 MR.PAOMINLAL KHOBUNG SECRETARY
12 MISS. KEVINEINUO TSOCHU SECRETARY
13 MR. TOSOVI PUCHO SECRETARY

14 MR. MEDONEIKIE 
MEPFHU-O SECRETARY

15 MR. CHEDEVI MEJURE SECRETARY

16 MISS. SENTIENLA 
LONGKUMER SECRETARY

17 MR. SHAKTI PASWAN SECRETARY
18 MR. MHASIVILIE SECRETARY
19 MR. VIMEZO KUOTSO SECRETARY
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Southern Angami candidates target youth
Kohima Bureau

Kohima, Feb. 24 (EMN): The 
Nationalist Democratic Progres-
sive Party’s (NDPP) candidates 
from Southern Angami-I and II 
assembly constituencies, Vikho-o 
Yhoshü and Zale Neikha have on 
Saturday spelled parallel con-
cerns on increasing unemploy-
ment problem as well as stagnant 
grassroots economy.

Interacting with reporters 
from local media houses on two 
separate occasions in Kohima, the 
NDPP contenders from Southern 
Angami area shared similar views 
on the bloating numbers of edu-
cated unemployed youth across 
the state and their priority for 
empowerment of the youth, if 
elected. Nominee for 14th South-
ern Angami-I assembly seat, 
Yhoshu who represented the 
constituency twice as NPF legisla-
tor before, expressed regrets that 
despite being in the ruling bench, 
he could hardly perform due to 
the instability and crisis within 
the party. However, he was opti-
mistic that NDPP would be able 
perform better and bring about 
better change under a decisive 
leadership.

He said what ‘little’ he was 
able to do was out there for all to 
see, but instability and crisis in 

the government followed after 
former chief minister Neiphiu 
Rio decided to resign in 2014 and 
go to Delhi to represent the Naga 
people in the Lok Sabha. He said 
being in the “ruling opposition” 
for the following four years, there 
was no scope to do much for the 
people.

Yhoshü underscored the 
need to lay emphasis on bring-
ing drastic policy decisions on 
the existing education system 
to impart skill education so that 
Naga society does not continue 
to merely produce graduates and 
post-graduates but equip such 
educated youth with various skills 
for self-sustenance or to engage 
them in gainful activities.

Asserting that his calling is to 
be of service to the Naga people, 
he said if elected, his priority lies 
with the public. He said his party, 
NDPP, was committed to bring 
changes for the better with facili-
tating an early solution to the long 
standing Naga political issue as 
the main focus. However, other 
concerns and requirement for 
development and progress, which 
is also the common concern for 
all of us, would definitely not be 
left behind, he added.

Yhoshü mentioned other 
general areas of priorities to be 

good roads and communication 
systems, and upgradation of 
agricultural technology to farm-
ers to enhance the quality and 
quantity of their produce so as to 
enhance the rural economy. He 
also pointed out that there was 
much to do for the constituency 
as well as it had been in the op-
position bench for 20 years before 
he joined politics. The first term 
he was elected, he said he tried his 
best as a first-timer MLA but the 
second time, the ministry faced a 
lot of crisis and he could not do 
much as he was on the ‘ruling, 
yet opposition’ side. However, he 
is optimistic that if elected this 
time, he would have a say in the 
ministry as a senior legislator and 
would have the opportunity to 
see his visions and programmes 
through and help the people as 
per his calling.

On the other hand, NDPP 
candidate for 15th Southern An-
gami-II AC, Neikha also expressed 
his aspiration to be a catalyst in 
uplifting the status of the youth 
in Naga society if elected.

“Society is peaceful and pro-
gressive when its youth are gain-
fully engaged,” said the 41 years 
old first-timer in state politics. 
Neikha asserted that if elected, 
he would rope in a comprehen-

sive strategy for mobilization of 
youth for self-reliance and gainful 
employment opportunities in the 
private sector so as to make them 
productive citizens. His vision is 
to encourage entrepreneurship 
and skill development so that 
the educated youth coupled with 
their expertise in various fields 
can find employment in private 
sector or start their own enter-
prises for self-sustenance.

He also said he would like to 
work towards boosting the grass-
roots economy by facilitating the 
farming communities in the area 
of agriculture and other farming 
sectors.

Pointing out that the Southern 
Angami-II AC was a prestigious 
constituency which had pro-
duced the most effective politi-
cians in the past including the 
first opposition leader in the 
history of Nagaland assembly, he 
said one of the reasons for his de-
cision to contest was that he felt 
there was no progress under the 
pace the constituency was going 
recently. Neikha said he opted 
for the political platform over a 
government job to take forward 
his father’s legacy and dream 
to make a healthy contribution 
towards peace and progress in 
Naga society.

Kohima village youths pledge to free and fair elections

Scrutiny for contesting 
candidates of Kohima

Kohima DEO lists out exit poll restrictions

Dimapur, Feb. 24 (EMN): 
The Kohima Village Youth 
Organisation (KVYO) has 
reaffirmed resolutions to 
ensure free and fair elec-
tions in its area.

A press release from 
the organisation’s presi-
dent and general secre-
tary said that the KVYO 
will be strictly monitor-
ing all polling booths at 
10th Northern Angami-1, 
9th Kohima town and 

parts of 8th Western An-
gami and 14th Southern 
Angami-1 assembly con-
stituencies in its jurisdic-
tion.

With exception of 
those permitted by the 
Election Commissioner 
of India and local recog-
nised bodies, the youth 
organisation said no 
outsiders other than the 
registered electors from 
the area where a polling 

booth has been estab-
lished shall be allowed 
entry into the restricted 
zones on the day of poll-
ing. 

The KVYO cautioned 
residents not to entertain 
or host ‘outside elements’ 
during the election peri-
od in their private prem-
ises.

 Colony panchayats, 
especially youth bodies 
and the law enforcement 

are requested to assist in 
ensuring that free and fair 
election takes place. 

T h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n 
warned any person or 
group caught involved in 
acts detrimental against 
the KVYO standing reso-
lution shall be severely 
and promptly dealt with.

The KVYO also in-
formed that it will be 
raiding and checking all 
booze joints, bars, hotels 

and shops selling and 
serving alcohol till elec-
tion gets over. 

“KVYO considers al-
cohol a personal choice 
irrespective of its prohi-
bition in our state. How-
ever, public are request 
to understand the ac-
tion which will compli-
ment people’s desire for 
a peaceful atmosphere 
before and during the 
polls,” it styated.

E-Tender Notice No. 46-Engg.-
RNY-2017-18 (Sl No. 1 & 2)
Tender No. 1.  Brief Description
of Item: - i) Repairs to leaky roof of
service building viz OFC rooms,
location huts, waiting halls, station
building, PP shed etc. under the
jurisdiction of ADEN/Barpeta Road.
i i) Repairs to Master Drain at
Barpeta Road Colony area. iii) At
Sorbhog: Replacement of worn-out
pipe l i nes  in colonies for
improvement to water supplying
provision of individul PVC water
storage tanks in staff quarters.
Tender Value: `1,57,92,905.84/-,
Earnest  Money: `  2,28,970/-,
Tender No. 2.  Brief Description
of Item: Supply of welding portions
against the works: (i) CTR (P) from
km 386/2 to 392/2 & 382/0-382/8
under  ADEN/RNY (  Total=6.8
km).(ii) Agthuri CTR (P) -6.2 Km &
TRR(P)-1.6 Km. (i i i )  New
Bongaigaon-Rangiya ( on Bridge)-
TRR(P) - 4.67 km.Tender Value:
`74,65,722/-, Earnest  Money: `
1,49,320/-,  Date & time of closing
of  E-Tender: 13.00 hrs. of 26-03-
2018 & opening of tender: 15.00
hrs. of 26-03-2018. For details visit
www.ireps.gov.in.

DRM(W), Rangiya.

Repairing & Supply of welding
portions at Rangiya

Serving Customers With A Smile
NO RTH EAS T F RONT IER  RA ILW AY

Date: 24/2/18
PRESS RELEASE

In an effort to enable smooth conduct of polling at the village during forth coming 
13th Nagaland General Assembly election being scheduled on 27.2.2018, The Diphupar 
Village Council in its meeting held on 23.2.2018 has unanimously resolved following 
resolutions:- 

1. No outsiders other than the designated officials shall be permitted to enter the 
polling station areas of Diphupar village. 

2. No youth camps shall be permitted to set up within Diphupar Village jurisdiction. 
3. No person under the influence of alcohol /intoxicating substances shall be 

permitted near polling stations areas. 
4. Any agents/party workers found luring voters using money shall be dealt with 

appropriate action.
5. Proxy (Bogus) voting within the village is strictly prohibited. 

 (LANUTOSHI)  (E.PHILIP LOTHA) 
 Chairman, Secretary,
 Diphupar Village Council. Diphupar Village Council
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OFFICE OF THE 
DIPHUPAR VILLAGE COUNCIL

CEO to address the media on Feb. 26
The chief election officer of Nagaland has convened a press 
conference on Feb. 26 at 4 pm in the conference hall of 
Angamimiapfü Mechü Krotho (AMK) building in Kohima. 

Candidates asked to collect car passes 
The district election officer (DEO) of Dimapur Sushil Kumar 
Patel has informed candidates and their agents in Dimapur 
district to collect car passes for polling day from the DEO’s 
(deputy commissioner) office. Car passes issued earlier by 
returning officers shall have to be deposited to the DC’s office, 
the notice stated.

Dmr. pensioners asked to submit claims
The Dimapur District Pensioners Association has informed 
pensioners including family pensioners to submit their claims 
on annexure-II forms issued by the Finance department, along 
with all required documents for submission to the disbursing 
authority on March 15. It informed that no application shall be 
accepted after the due date. The notification has been issued in 
line with the implementation of the decision of the government 
of India to revise the pension of pre-2008 pensioners. 

Kma. poll officials asked to submit photo 
The district election officer of Kohima Rajesh Soundararajan has 
informed government officials who have been assigned election 
duty for Kohima district to submit a passport-size photograph 
on Feb. 26. It is to be used for identity cards, it was informed.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, Feb. 24 (EMN): 
The district election officer 
of Kohima Rajesh Sounda-
rarajan has informed can-
didates and political par-
ties that under Section-126 
of the Representation of 
the People Act of 1951, no 
campaign should be car-
ried out in the period of 
48 hours ending with the 
hour fixed for the conclu-

sion of the polls. 
The order has been 

issued in accordance with 
the Election Commission 
of India letter, which has 
directed that no political 
functionary, party worker; 
procession functionary, 
campaign functionary 
and others from outside 
the constituency and who 
are not voters of the con-

stituency shall remain in 
the constituency after the 
campaign period is over.

No political function-
aries from outside the 
constituency and who are 
not voters of the constitu-
ency shall remain in the 
constituency from 4 pm 
on Feb. 25 till the elec-
tion concludes, the order 
stated.

Dimapur, Feb. 24 (EMN): The district election officer 
of Kohima has informed political candidates from 
Kohima district that there will be scrutiny of Form 
17A and other relevant documents on Feb. 28 accord-
ing to schedule. 

Scrutiny for 9th Kohima Town will be held at 11 
am; 10th Northern Angami-I at 11:30 am; 12th Tsemi-
nyu at 12 noon in the conference hall of the deputy 
commissioner.

Eighth Western Angami at 11 am; 14th Southern 
Angami-I at 11:30 am; 15th Southern Angami-II at 12 
noon in the DPDB hall, office of the District Planning 
Machinery, DC office complex.

Candidates or agents may be present at the time 
of scrutiny and in case the candidate is represented 
by the agent, the concerned have been asked to re-
port with a copy of an appointment in Form 8.

The Lozi Hyundai at Kohima on Sat. launched the new look Elitei20 in the presence of bank officials 
of the State Bank of India at Lozi Hyundai, along the New Secretariat Road in Kohima. For bookings 
and queries one may contact 7005637327 or 8258096616.

New face-lift Elitei20
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History Created: Gymnast Aruna 
becomes 1st Indian to win WC medal

Mourinho forecasts 'amazing' 
period for Manchester United

DBHSS, Dimapur annual sports held

Neymar already world's best, says PeleSA conquered: Indian women 
beat hosts 3-1 to win T20 series

IOC debates Russia's 
Olympic fate as clock ticks

Melbourne, Feb. 24 (ptI): 
Aruna Budda Reddy to-
day created history by 
becoming the first In-
dian gymnast to win an 
individual medal at the 
Gymnastics World Cup as 
she clinched a bronze in 
the women's vault event 
here.

The 22-year-old Red-
dy, who hails from Hy-
derabad, scored 13.649 
average points to win the 
bronze at the Hisense 
Arena here. Tjasa Kysslef 
of Slovania won the gold 
with a score of 13.800 
while Emily Whitehead 
of Australia took the silver 
with 13.699.

Another Indian in the 
final round, Pranati Nay-
ak finished sixth with a 
score of 13.416. The sport 
of gymnastics has a series 
of World Cup events in a 
year and they are second 
in importance after the 
World Championships.

"Aruna is now the first 
and the only Indian to 
have won a medal in the 
World Cup and we are 
proud of her," Shanti-
kumar Singh, secretary 
of a faction of Gymnas-

1 ST DEATH ANNIVERSARY
OF

Mr.  ZANUONEI-O ZACHARIAH
KHRUOMO

(February 25, 2017)
You were our inspirational and now you are gone.
Life is empty and we really feel desolate at times.
Your presence we miss your memory we treasure.

  Loving you always.
Loving Wife, Children, Grand-Children

K-1575KG-2346

tics Federation of India, 
told PTI. Dipa Karmakar, 
who finished fourth in 
the 2016 Rio Olympics in 
women's vault event, has 
won a bronze each in the 

Asian Championships 
and 2014 Commonwealth 
Games but not at the level 
of a World Cup.

T h i s  w a s  A r u n a ' s 
first international medal 

through she has taken 
part at the 2013 World Ar-
tistic Gymnastics Cham-
pionships, 2014 Com-
monwealth Games and 
2014 Asian Games and 

Cape town, Feb. 24 (ptI): Indian women 
accomplished a 'historic double' as they 
outclassed South Africa women by 54 
runs in the fifth and final Twenty20 In-
ternational to clinch the series 3-1, here 
today. After Mithali Raj led the side to a 
2-1 series win in the ODIs, it was Harman-
preet Kaur's turn to lift the trophy as they 
become the first cricket team to win two 
formats in the Rainbow nation.

It was Mithali's (62 off 50 balls) experi-
ence complemented by youthful exuber-
ance of Jemimah Rodrigues (44 off 34 
balls) that enabled India to register par 
score of 166 for four in 20 overs.

South Africa were never in the match 
as they were skittled out for 112 in 18 
overs with veteran Rumeli Dhar (3/26 in 
4 overs) making a mark in the very second 
match on her return to the side after six 
years. Shikha Pandey (3/16 in 4 overs) was 
certainly the best bowler on view while 
left-arm spinner Rajeshwari Gayakwad 
(3/26 in 3 overs) had an easy job with the 
top half blown away by the seamers.

The win also showed that Indian 
women's performance in the ICC ODI 
World Cup wasn't a mere flash in pan 
and the women showed little rustiness 
even though they played their first series 
in seven months. The big positive was 
winning a T20 series -- a format where 
the Indian women have not done well 
traditionally.

"It was a two-paced track to bat on but 
it became easier to play shots at the later 
stages. But it's always nice to be among 

runs," Raj, who scored 192 runs in four 
innings with three half-centuries, said 
after the match. She won both 'Player 
of the Match and Series' award for her 
consistent scores.

Skipper Harmanpreet on her part 
spoke about how the series win will bol-
ster their confidence as they get ready to 
take on Australia and England at home.

"I thought we were 20 runs short but 
our bowlers performed exceptionally. I 
thought Mithali di and Jemi (Jemimah) 
batted well. I though Shikha and PY 
(Poonam Yadav) really bowled well," the 
skipper said.

Mithali started with a couple of 
boundaries off seamer Shabnim Ismail 
before launching onto medium pacer 
Masabata Klaas. She hit another couple 
of sixes -- one off off-break bowler Raisibe 
Ntozakhe and other off rival captain Dane 
van Niekerk -- both over long-on.

She first hit a boundary and then 
lofted her over long-off for the first six.

Along with 17 year old Jemimah, 
Mithali added 98 runs for the second 
wicket. The most talked about teenager in 
women's cricket circuit, Jemimah played 
her first innings of note at the interna-
tional level and despite being pint-sized, 
she packed a punch in her shots.

Rodrigues also punished Ntozakhe 
hitting her through cover for a boundary 
and also a six over mid-wicket.

When Ismail came for her second 
spell, the teen sensation lofted her effort-
lessly over long-on for a six.

London, Feb. 24 (re-
uters): Jose Mourinho 
has predicted an “amaz-
ing” period for Manches-
ter United as he prepares 
to host a series of sig-
nificant fixtures at Old 
Trafford across three dif-
ferent competitions.

United host Chelsea 
in the Premier League on 
Sunday to kick off a run 
of four home games in 
their next five matches.

Mourinho’s side start 
next month with a league 
trip to Crystal Palace be-
fore welcoming top-four 
rivals Liverpool.

A Champions League 
last-16, second-leg fix-
ture against Sevilla and 
a home FA Cup quarter-
final against Brighton 
& Hove Albion wrap up 
the busy period, and 
Mourinho remains con-
fident ahead of United’s 
decisive spell in the cam-
paign.

“I think the next few 
weeks at Old Trafford 
will be amazing,” he told 
MUTV.

”Two big matches 
against two direct rivals 
in the Premier League, 
two knockout matches 
that, if things go well, can 
leave us in the quarter-

rio de Janeiro, Feb. 24 
(IANS): Neymar has sur-
passed Cristiano Ronaldo 
and Lionel Messi as the 
world's best player, ac-
cording to Brazilian foot-
ball great Pele.

Pe l e  b e l i e v e s  t h e 
26-year-old is ready to 
take that form into this 
year's World Cup, to be 
played in Russia from 
June 14 to July 15.

"Neymar has changed 
the way he plays with the 
national team," Pele, the 
only player to have won 
three World Cups, told 
FIFA's website, Xinhua 
reported.

Brazil's Paris Saint-
Germain forward has 
scored 28 goals in 29 

matches since leaving 
Barcelona for a world re-
cord transfer fee of 222 
million euros ($263 mil-
lion) in August last year.

"He has had to. At his 
club side, he normally 
plays as a left-sided at-
tacker, whereas for Brazil, 
he plays more centrally, as 
a more traditional num-
ber 10.

"He' s ready to lead 
this team, yes. He might 
find that the tactical 
switch from his club to 
the national team isn't 
straightforward, but Ney-
mar is Brazil's key player. 
He has to prepare himself 
for that. And I would go 
further: for me, techni-
cally, he is already the best 

player in the world. I'm 
absolutely sure of that," 
Pele said.

Neymar is already 
fourth on the list of Bra-
zil's all-time leading scor-
ers with 53 goals in 83 
matches since his inter-
national debut in 2010.

Above him is Pele, 
with 77 goals, Ronaldo 
(62) and Romario (55).

Pele said Neymar, 
Ronaldo and Messi stood 
apart as the best players 
in the game today.

"If you look around 
the world, the ones who 
stand out are Lionel 
Messi, Cristiano Ronaldo 
and Neymar. There are 
no other superstars," the 
77-year-old added.

Dimapur, Feb. 24 (EMN): The annual 
sports meet of Don Bosco Higher Sec-
ondary School Dimapur which com-
menced on Feb. 17 culminated on Feb. 
23. The event kick started with a cross 
country race on the theme “Run for 
Clean Election”. The champions of the 
four categories are: Mehrin Beck of red 
house (sub-junior girls), Myinthunbemo 
of green house (sub-junior boys), Geeta 
of yellow house (junior girls), Sagar Das 
of yellow house (junior boys), Chubasan-
gla of blue house (inter girls), Benrithung 
of blue house (inter boys), Thungrhoni 
of green house (senior girls) and Hapari 
of red house (senior boys). Parents and 
past pupils also participated in the race.

The inaugural ceremony of the 
school was held on Feb. 21 with Rev. Fr. 

PJ Thomas (parish priest and chairman 
of Holy Cross Higher Secondary School 
Dimapur as the chief guest. The chief 
guest in his speech encouraged the 
students to take part in sporting events 
wholeheartedly.

The highlights included march past 
by scouts and guides, NCC girls, and 
four houses: blue, green, red and yellow. 
The colorful drill display by students of 
classes VI and VII and Aerobics by stu-
dents of Classes IV and V won the love 
and admiration of parents and guests 
present on the occasion. 

At the closing day of the sports meet 
on Feb. 23, blue house, red house, yel-
low house and green house emerged 
as champions, first runners-up, second 
runners-up and third runners-up.

the 2017 Asian Champi-
onships.

Her best international 
performance before to-
day's feat was the sixth 
place finish at the 2017 
Asian Championships 
vault event. In all the oth-
er international events, 
she could not go beyond 
the qualification stage.

Aruna will also con-
test in the final round of 
the floor event tomorrow. 
In other events, Rakesh 
Patra finished fourth in 
the men's rings event. He 
is still in the fray for the 
final round of the parallel 
bars tomorrow.

The 2010 Delhi Com-
monwealth Games and 
2-14 Asian Games bronze 
medallist Ashish Kumar 
will also feature in the 
men's vault event final 
round tomorrow after 
he finished sixth in the 
qualifying round.

Sixteen countries are 
featuring in the World 
Cup series event this year 
across two days of quali-
fication with the top eight 
teams athletes on each 
apparatus heading to the 
finals.   

final of the Champions 
League and the semi-
final of the FA Cup.

“Sometimes we have 
periods with three, four 
consecutive away match-
es but this time we have 
four matches at home, 
with Crystal Palace away 
in between, but four big 
matches at Old Trafford.”

United’s schedule 
contains 13 fixtures, 
i n c l u d i n g  1 1  l e a g u e 
matches, but that total 
could potentially rise to 
20 depending on their 
progress in the cup com-

petitions.
“March, April  and 

May can be really busy 
and going far in the FA 
Cup creates you prob-
lems,” Mourinho added.

“We now play Brigh-
ton when we were sup-
posed to play West Ham 
and we don’t know when 
we’ll play West Ham.”

United, currently sec-
ond in the league, have 
an opportunity to open 
up a six-point advan-
tage over fourth-placed 
Chelsea with a win this 
weekend.

pyeongchang, Feb. 24 (ptI/AFp): Russia's fate hung 
in the balance as the International Olympic Commit-
tee met today to decide whether to lift its ban for mass 
doping before the Pyeongchang Winter Games closing 
ceremony.

Russia's national Olympic committee were sus-
pended in December over systemic drug-cheating that 
reached its apex at the Sochi 2014 Olympics.

The IOC allowed 168 Russians deemed drug-free to 
compete in South Korea under a neutral flag, but despite 
extensive vetting, two of them failed drugs tests.

The IOC will decide in the next 36 hours whether the 
country can be readmitted. Officials have pointed out 
that a "partial" lifting of the ban is one option for the 
IOC. The behaviour of the 168 Russian athletes over the 
past fortnight -- including the failed doping tests -- will 
form a major part of the considerations.

The IOC was giving nothing away on Saturday as 
its executive board met behind closed doors to pour 
over the observations of a special panel scrutinising the 
Russians.

"The executive board will hear and decide today on 
the basis of what they've heard from the panel what the 
next steps will be," said IOC spokesman Mark Adams.

The Russians are hoping that the ban could be lifted 
in time to parade their national flag for Sunday evening's 
closing ceremony at Pyeongchang Olympic Stadium.

On Friday, Russia's bobsleigh federation said fe-
male pilot Nadezhda Sergeyeva had tested positive for 
a "heart medicine" which is on the World Anti-Doping 
Agency's list of banned substances.

It was dope-scarred Russia's second doping case in 
Pyeongchang, after curler Alexander Krushelnitsky was 
stripped of his mixed doubles bronze medal for taking 
the banned substance meldonium.

Addressing the latest case, Adams said: "We are 
always extremely disappointed when there's a doping 
case, but so far there have been very few cases.


