
Players of the Nagaland u-21 team and officials celebrate with their trophy at Guwahati on Feb. 28.

Karti Chidambaram, son of former union minister P Chidambaram, being escorted by police personnel 
along with CBI officials to the Patiala House Courts in New Delhi on Feb. 28. 
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C h e n n a i / N e w  D e l -
hi, Feb. 28 (IANS): In a 
dramatic development 
in the INX Media case, 
former Finance Minis-
ter P. Chidambaram's son 
Karti Chidambaram was 
arrested by the CBI from 
Chennai airport on his re-
turn from abroad, with the 
Congress crying "political 
vendetta" and the govern-
ment rejecting the charge.

Later in the evening, 
he was remanded to one-
day custody of the Central 
Bureau of Investigation by 
a Delhi court.

The arrest of Karti 
came nine months after 
the CBI registered a FIR 
against him on charges 
of criminal conspiracy, 
cheating, accepting gratifi-
cation by corrupt or illegal 
means, influencing public 
servants and criminal mis-
conduct. 

After his arrest in 
Chennai, CBI officials took 
him to Delhi by afternoon. 
He was taken to the CBI 
headquarters and then 
produced before a Duty 
Magistrate.

Karti  allegedly re-
ceived Rs 3.5 crore from 
the Mumbai-based INX 
Media, now known as 
9X Media, for helping it 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 27° 14°

Agartala 33° 19°

Gangtok 20° 08°

Guwahati 30° 17°

Imphal 27° 10°

Itanagar 25° 15°

Shillong 18° 10°

Delhi 32° 17°

Kolkata 35° 20°

Chennai 32° 20°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 22° 17°
DIMAPUR 28° 16°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 1mm 85%
DIMAPUR Nil 94%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Perfection is attained 
by slow degrees; it 

requires the hand of 
time. 

~ Voltaire
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get Foreign Investment 
Promotion Board (FIPB) 
clearance in 2007, when 
it was run by Peter and 
Indrani Mukerjea, both ac-
cused in the Sheena Bora 
murder case.

The FIR does not men-
tion Chidambaram senior, 
though it said he cleared 
the FIPB approval for Rs 
4.62 crore FDI in the firm 
at a FIPB meeting on May 
18, 2007. 

In Delhi, Metropolitan 
Magistrate Sumit Anand 
granted the remand till 
12.30 p.m. on Thursday 
when a regular CBI court 
will hear the agency that 
sought a 15-day remand 
of Karti for detailed ques-
tioning.

The CBI counsel told 
the Duty Magistrate that 
they needed his custo-
dial interrogation since he 
was not cooperating with 

the probe and was going 
abroad frequently. 

Rejecting the CBI 
claim, senior counsel Ab-
hishek Manu Singhvi said 
both charges against his 
client were false. He said 
Karti appeared before the 
CBI and Enforcement Di-
rectorate for 30-40 hours 
and cooperated.

Singhvi said after Au-
gust 28 last year, the CBI 
never issued summonses 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 28 (EMN): 
The establishment of the 
Nagaland chief elector-
al officer (CEO) has an-
nounced on Wed. that the 
provisional voter turnout 
for the state's assembly 
elections which was con-
ducted on Feb. 27 has 
been estimated 79.14%, 
based on information of 
polling progress updated 
two-hourly by returning 
officers (ROs) on the day 
of polling.

“The actual voter turn-
out can only be reported 
after the arrival of the poll-
ing parties to their respec-
tive centres which was in 
progress at the time of fil-
ing of this news. The poll-
ing percentage is, there-
fore, subject to change,” 
stated a press release from 
the CEO's media cell.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 28 (EMN): 
The Nagaland u-21 foot-
ball team has taken the Dr. 
T Ao Memorial NEC Gold 
Cup. The team defeated 
Assam 1-0 in the final at 
the SAI regional centre 
in Guwahati on Feb. 28 
evening.

The lone and winning 
goal was scored by Illang-
er as Nagaland wrote its 
name in history by win-
ning the first ever Dr.T 
Ao NEC Gold Cup. The 
tournament is named after 
Olympian Dr. Talimeren 
Ao, the first to captain the 
Indian national football 
team for an international 
event, the 1948 Summer 
Olympics in London, Unit-
ed Kingdom. 

Goalkeeper of Naga-
land and Man of the Match 
Neithovilie Chalieu was 
consistent throughout 
the tournament. He was 
awarded the best goal-
keeper and best player 
awards for the tourna-
ment. Also, Ringham Jig-
dung from Nagaland took 
four goals in five matches 

to win the award for the 
highest scorer in the tour-
nament. 

Meghalaya defeated 
Sikkim to take the 3rd place 
which was played on Wed. 
afternoon. The champions 
Nagaland walked home 
with a cash prize of INR 
3 lakh, while the second- 
and third-placed winners 
were awarded INR 2 lakh 
and INR 1 lakh in that or-
der. 

Neithovilie Chalie-u 
was ecstatic. He told East-
ern Mirror: “First of all I 
want thank God and my 
parents who have been 
supporting me through 
their prayers all the time. 
It's feels great to achieve 
such awards and God has 
been with me through-
out my performance. I 
want to dedicate this to 
my father (Zhagwelhou 
Chalie-u).”

Also, the team's cap-
tain Imlong Chaba said, 
“As a captain of the team, 
I feel very proud for win-
ning this first ever of our 
legendry Dr T Ao U21 foot-
ball tournament.” How-

and whenever he went 
abroad he took court per-
mission. 

He also rejected the 
charge of possible tam-
pering with the evidence 
by Karti, saying this was a 
10-year-old case based on 
documents and there was 
no question of tampering. 

Describing the arrest 
as "malafide", Singhvi joc-
ularly remarked that Karti 
was not a "Hindustan 
Leaver, but Hindustan Re-
turner" for which he got 
the reward of arrest at the 
airport. 

The defence counsel 
said Karti was ready for 
any conditions like sur-
render of passport and 
remaining within the city 
apart from marking daily 
attendance. 

The CBI counsel said 
that Indrani Mukherjea, 
an accused in the case, had 
told a magistrate that Karti 
had met her in a Delhi ho-
tel and demanded $1 mil-
lion in bribe for the FIPB 
clearance in the INX case. 

While being taken to 
the court, Karti said his ar-
rest was an act of political 
vendetta by the Narendra 
Modi government.

"Absolutely, political 
vendetta," he said and 

expressed confidence that 
he will eventually be vin-
dicated.

At a Congress brief-
ing, party spokesperson 
Randeep Singh Surjewala 
called the arrest the "po-
litical persecution of P. 
Chidambaram by a pup-
pet CBI acting to serve 
the political agenda of its 
political masters" and to 
mask the culture of colos-
sal corruption and crony-
ism flourishing under the 
government". 

He said the CBI and ED 
were being used to "divert, 
deflect and distract" at-
tention from bank scams 
totalling Rs 31,691 crore 
that were exposed in the 
last 10 days. 

Union Law Minister 
Ravi Shankar Prasad re-
jected the Congress claim 
on the arrest.

"The law is taking its 
course, and the law must 
take its course. The CBI 
will explain all details. The 
government has no hand 
in the issue," the Minister 
told the media.

He said in such cases, 
issues are raised but evi-
dence available against the 
accused speaks for itself 
and not the alibis of the 
offender.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Feb. 28 (EMN): 
The newly launched Na-
tionalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party(NDPP), 
which is in alliance with 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), is set to form the 
next government in Na-
galand according to latest 
exit polls. 

The exit polls con-
ducted by news group 
JanKiBaat-NewsX indi-
cates that the NDPP-BJP 
alliance is likely to win 27-
32 seats with a vote share 
of 48 per cent, against the 
Naga People's Front's 20-
25 seats with a vote share 
of 42 per cent.

Similarly, the exit poll 
of a research organisation 
CVoter (Center For Voting 

Opinions and Trends in 
Election Research) has 
claimed victory for the 
NDPP-BJP which will like-
ly win 25-31 seats with 
38.4 per cent vote share. 
The NPF will likely get 
19-25 seats with a vote 
share of 27.1 per cent, it 
indicates.

The CVoter indicated 
that 6-10 seats  would like-
ly be bagged by other par-
ties and 0-2 seats by the 
Indian National Congress. 

The usual assessments 
conducted by the political 
parties themselves also 
indicate that the NDPP-
BJP alliance has the upper 
edge. However, none of 
the parties were willing to 
offer an official statement 
about their assessments. 

New Delhi, Feb. 28 (IANS): The 
Aam Aadmi Party on Wednes-
day attacked the IAS Associa-
tion and some civil servants for 
what it called "illegally making 
remarks against the Delhi gov-
ernment" that were against 
civil service conduct rules. 

Citing tweets of bureau-
crats like Amitabh Kant, Var-
sha Joshi, and others, AAP 
leader Ashutosh told the me-
dia here: "They have been 
clearly criticising the Delhi 
government against rules. 
Why shouldn't action be taken 
against them?"

According to the All In-
dia Services (Conduct) Rules, 
1968, no member of the serv-
ice can make any statement or 
fact or opinion, which has the 
effect of an adverse criticism 
of any current or recent policy 
or action of the government or 
which is capable of embarrass-
ing the relations between the 
central and state governments.

The bureaucrats state-
ments came in the wake of the 
alleged attack on Delhi Chief 
Secretary Anshu Prakash on 

February 19 night at Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal's 
residence here in the latter's 
presence. 

Ashutosh said the bureau-
crats didn't condemn the at-
tack on AAP leaders Imran 
Hussain and Ashish Khetan at 
the Delhi Secretariat on Tues-
day when the chief secretary 
made the 'attack allegation.' 
"Has any of the senior officers 
condemned that?" he asked.

During the previous week, 
the IAS Association said its 
members will not be meet-
ing or talking to ministers or 
AAP legislators until Kejriwal 
apologised for the alleged at-
tack on Anshu Prakash.

The top bureaucrat was 
allegedly assaulted by AAP 
MLAs Amanatullah Khan and 
Prakash Jarwal. 

The AAP leader said the as-
sault case is pending in court 
and the two accused MLAs are 
in judicial custody. "Let the 
court decide. Why aren't these 
officers working? Under whose 
influence are they shirking 
their duties?"

divided Assam. He was the 
son of Reverend Subong-
wati Ningdangri and his 
wife Maongsangla Chang-
kilari. He was the fourth of 
eleven children. He was a 
physician by profession. 
He passed away on Sept. 
13 1998.

Seven sister states of 
the northeast played in 
the U21 tournament or-
ganised by the Dr T Ao 
Birth Centenary Celebra-
tion Committee. Mizoram 
failed to turn up for the 
championship. 

Nagaland is led by 
coach Olando Yimchun-
ger and team manager 
Kevilhoubi. The players 
representing the state are 
Imlong Chaba (captain), 
Dongehangbe Y Chang, 
Ringham Jigdung, Maldar 
Patgiri, Y Temsunung-
sang, Sarilong, Nighato T 
Sumi, Ilanger, Vikethozo 
Zhotso, Tongpang Jamir, 
Khrükhoto Resu, Kevisalie 
Sechü, Neikethozo Yhome, 
Keneinguze Pienyü, Nei-
thovilie Chalie-u, Kuvezo 
Vero, Temjenwati Ao, and 
Nyithong.

ever, the skipper couldn’t 
play the final match due 
to suspension—two yel-
low cards from previous 
matches.

 “I was confident with 
the team and with unity, 
dedication, and God's will, 
we lifted the trophy. Last 
but not at least I want to 
thank Manager Kivilebe 

and coach Olando without 
them we won't have make 
it,” said Chuba.

“This tournament was 
very tough, I should say 
as it’s next to senior tour-
nament level but like I 
said earlier my boys, they 
really work hard and our 
boys were fabulous in this 
tournament then the other 

teams," the team's coach 
Olando Yimchunger said.  

'My message to players 
is that these is just a begin-
ning and still to play more 
to come in the years. Re-
member God always. And 
as I awarded best coach of 
the tournament I would 
like to dedicate to all my 
respected Naga players 

and all Naga people in 
general,” he said. 

The NEC U-21 Gold 
Cup Football Tourna-
ment is being organised 
as part of celebrations of 
the Birth Centenary of Dr. 
T Ao. He was born on Jan. 
28 1918, at Changki village 
in Mokokchung district in 
the then Naga Hills of un-

The assembly polls was conducted in 59 
assembly constituencies (AC) out of 60. The 
11th Northern Angami AC seat was declared 
uncontested.

According to data released by the CEO’s 
office, Longleng district recorded the highest 
turnout with 91.42 % and Kohima the lowest 
with 68.77%. The break-up for other districts: 
Pughoboto district recorded 90.20% turnout; 
Tuensang district 86.50%; Phek district 85%; 
Mokokchung district  81.34%; Kiphire district 81 
%; Wokha district 80.50 %; Dimapur district 80.39 
%; Zunheboto district  76.66%; Mon district 74% 
and Peren district at 72.35 %.

The assembly constituency which recorded 
the highest voting figure was Impur assembly 
seat in  Mokokchung district with 95% and Tapi 
AC in Mon district the lowest with 58%. 

Fresh polling likely in some stations 
Re-election is likely to be conducted in some 
polling stations in some districts including Ko-
hima, Longleng, and Phek. Extensive scrutiny 
of the polls was conducted on Wed. in all the 59 
assembly constituencies by general observers 
and ROs. However, reports from several districts 
were yet to be received by the CEO’s office as late 
as 10 pm. 

Official sources said that the state's election 
office has already recommended to the Elec-
tion Commission of India (EC) fresh polling for 
Ladigarh polling station at 49th Tamlu AC in 
Longleng district, Suthotsü polling station at 
20th Meluri AC in Phek district, and AG Colony 
Upper-I polling station at 9th Kohima town AC. 

Re-polling in other polling stations 
could not be confirmed at the time this 
news report was going to press.

Polling in Ladigarh was suspended 
after Assam police obstructed the poll-
ing process there. Ladigarh is located 
along the disputed Assam-Nagaland 
border.

In Suthotsü, it was reported that a 
mob entered the polling station and 
damaged the voting machine when 
polling was on. Polling had to be dis-
continued after the incident, the CEO 

informed the media.
In AG Colony Upper-I polling sta-

tion, an agent of the NPF candidate of 
9th Kohima town AC was reportedly 
caught with a huge number of fake vot-
er slips. The polling agent along with 
the booth-level officer of the area was 
taken into police custody. However, the 
latter was said to have been let off on 
Tue. evening. Rival political party the 
Nationalist Democratic Progressive 
Party has complained to the RO and 
the Election Commission. 

Situation in Phek is reported 
to be tense as post-poll law 
and order incidents reportedly 

erupted in the town on Tue. evening 
with a standoff between supporters 
of the candidates of the Naga Peo-
ple's Front (NPF) and the Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive Party at 19th 
Phek assembly constituency. This was 
despite curfew in the town and sur-
rounding areas. Later it was reported 
that some uniformed personnel had 
allegedly vandalized the house of 
the NDPP candidate’s brother at the 
behest of the rival party. Calls made 
to the superintendent of police and 

deputy commissioner for confirma-
tion about the incidents was futile.

The CEO on Tue. evening told 
the media that the situation in Phek 
district was tense and that the district 
administration was trying to main-
tain law and order.

On Wed., the town was reported 
to be tense as youth supporters of 
the rival candidates were allegedly 
mobilizing for a confrontation. When 
contacted, DGP Rupin Sharma said 
that the police was keeping track 'but 
situation was peaceful' as of Wed. 
evening and that there was 'no report 
of gatherings.' 

JanKiBaat-NewsX

NDPP-BJP: 27-32
NPF: 20-25
Congress: 0-2
Others: 5-7

CVoter

NDPP-BJP: 25-31
NPF: 19-25
Congress: 0-4
Others: 6-10
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Modi not keen on appointment 
of Lokpal — Anna Hazare 
Lucknow, Feb. 28 (IANS): 
Gandhian and anti-cor-
ruption crusader has 
accused prime minister 
Narendra Modi of not 
being interested in ap-
pointment of the Lokpal 
at the centre. Having hit 
the road in the run up to 
the mega show of strength 
at the Ramlila Maidan 
in New Delhi on March 
23, the veteran crusader 
Anna Hazare says Modi 
was “never serious about 
Lokpal”.

The reason behind the 
delay in appointment of 
a Lokpal, he points out, is 
because the prime minis-
ter is afraid that once this 
becomes a reality his office 
as well as that of his cabi-
net members would also 
come under its purview.

“Panth Pradhan ka of-
fice bhi Lokpal ke neeche 
aa jayega, ye bhay unko 
satata hai” (The PMO will 
also come under the am-
bit of Lokpal and his fear 
stalks the PM), Hazare 
said during a free wheeling 
interview with IANS at the 
VVIP guest house in the 
state capital. 

Sipping hot green tea 
to fight off the signs of 
tiredness from his visit 
to Sitapur, where he ad-
dressed a well-attended 
public rally, the 80-year-
old informs that he has 
written 22 letters to the 
prime minister in the past 
four years but has got a 
reply to even one. Even as 
chief minister of Gujarat, 
Modi tried to cold shoul-
der the appointment of a 
Lokayukta in the state, he 
added.

New Delhi, Feb. 28 (IANS): The Union 
Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, on Wednesday final-
ised four agreements to be signed with 
Jordan in the fields of health, customs, 
manpower and setting up of a fertiliser 
facility in the Arab nation.

Under the agreement on health and 
medical science, the countries will seek 
each other’s cooperation in universal 
health coverage, health system govern-
ance, services and IT in health, health 
research, national health statistics, 
health finance and health economy, 
chronic disease control, tobacco control, 
diagnosis, treatment and medication in 
tuberculosis, and regulation of pharma-
ceuticals and medical equipment.

The Memorandum of Understand-
ing on manpower will seek to enable a 
healthy “administration of contractual 
employment” and enhancement of “pro-
tection and welfare of Indian workers in 
Jordan”. 

On “customs matters”, the two coun-
tries will help each other in “the avail-
ability of relevant information for the 
prevention and investigation of customs 
offences”. 

“The agreement is also expected to 
facilitate trade and ensure efficient clear-
ance of goods traded between the coun-
tries,” read a government statement.

Another agreement laid the ground-
work for “mining and beneficiation” of 
rock phosphate and MOP (Muriate of 
phosphate or Potassium chloride, most 
common potash fertiliser used in agri-
culture) and “setting up (of) production 
facility in Jordan for Phosphoric Acid/
DAP/NPK Fertilisers with a long term 
agreement for 100 per cent off-take to 
India”.

“The MoU would ensure consistent 
supply of raw material, intermediaries 
and finished P&K fertilisers to cater to 
the needs of the country at a reasonable 
price,” the statement said. 

New Delhi, Feb. 28 (IANS): 
The Minister of State for 
Higher Education, Satya-
pal Singh, on Wednesday 
declined to respond to 
questions relating to his 
earlier comment on Isaac 
Newton’s Laws of Motion, 
which the minister said 
had been codified by an-
cient India, much before 
the scientist did.

According to a news 
report which attribut-
ed the facts to the min-
utes of Central Adviso-
ry Board of Education 
(CABE) meeting held last 
month, where Satyapal 
Singh reportedly said that 
the laws of motion were 
codified earlier in Indian 
‘mantras’. 

“There are mantras 
which codified ‘laws of 
motion’ much before it 
was discovered by New-
ton. Hence it is essential 

that traditional knowl-
edge must be incorporat-
ed in our curriculum,” the 
Minister in the Human 
Resource Development 
ministry was quoted by 
the Hindustan Times as 
having said during the 
meeting attended by aca-
demics and ministry of-
ficials to deliberate on 
policymaking. 

When approached by 
journalists on Wednesday 
at the Indian National 
Science Academy (INSA) 
where he gave a lecture on 
the National Science Day, 
Satyapal Singh refused to 
take any questions on the 
issue. 

Before his comment 
on Newton, the minister 
had disparaged Charles 
Darwin’s pioneering work 
on evolution saying the 
theory was “scientifically 
wrong” and advocated for 

change in the education 
curriculum to reflect that. 

In his lecture at the 
INSA on Wednesday, 
Satyapal Singh spoke 
about the need for instill-
ing a scientific temper 
among students and also 
of acquainting them with 
science of “spirituality” so 
that they could cope bet-
ter with lifer. 

“The other day I was 
saying... that the number 
of suicides in Delhi, Mum-
bai are more than the 
number of murders. It is 
science which teaches us 
the cost of human life. Will 
science teach us this value 
of life? It won’t happen till 
we speak about spiritual 
science. We should be 
taught science of intel-
lect,” the minister said, 
addressing students and 
academics from the sci-
ence community.

Bhopal, Feb. 28 (IANS): The Opposition Congress im-
proved its lead in the prestigious bye-elections to the 
assembly constituencies of Mungaoli and Kolaras in 
Madhya Pradesh on Wednesday.

Following the 10th round of counting in Kolaras, 
Congress candidate Mahendra Singh Yadav is ahead of 
Devendra Jain of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) with 
3,425 votes.

In Mungaoli, Congress’ Brijendra Singh Yadav is 
leading with 3,602 votes against BJP’s Bai Sahib.

In Kolaras, Congress has got 37,370 votes and in 
Mungaoli it has secured 37,708 votes so far in the count-
ing of votes that began at 8 a.m.

A total of 22 candidates from Mungaoli and 13 from 
Kolaras were in the fray for the February 24 polls. There 
was 77.25 per cent voting recorded in Mungaoli and 
72.82 per cent in Kolaras on Saturday.  Both these seats 
were keenly contested in a prestige battle between the 
two parties ahead of the assembly polls in the state due 
later in 2018. Mungaoli and Kolaras saw high-voltage 
campaigns from the ruling BJP and the Congress which 
is keen to retain both seats. 

While Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan led the 
BJP campaign with a host of ministers, Congress MP 
Jyotiraditya Scindia led the opposition attack.

Both the seats fall under Scindia’s parliamentary 
constituency Guna and were earlier held by the Con-
gress.  The BJP that has been in power for 15 years in the 
state pitched for development in the Congress bastion. 
Having lost two assembly bypolls to the Congress last 
year, the BJP was keen on recovering lost ground.

The assembly seats fell vacant after the death of 
sitting Congress MLAs Mahendra Singh Kalukheda 
(Mungaoli) and Ram Singh Yadav (Kolaras).

New Delhi, Feb. 28 (IANS): Two 
persons were injured when a team 
of a Delhi-based power distribution 
company (discom) making a routine 
check of power theft was allegedly 
attacked by a mob in the Kamrud-
din Nagar area of the capital, the 
company said on Wednesday.

Describing the locality as a “high 
power theft area in West Delhi”, 
BSES said it is infested with illegal 
plastic factories causing heavy pol-
lution.

“ Ye s t e rd a y  ( Tu e s d a y ) ,  a 
20-member BSES team, including 
two women, was undertaking a 
routine loss reduction/system im-
provement exercise in Kamruddin 
Nagar (Mundka), a high power theft 
area in West Delhi,” the statement 
said, adding that the team was also 
accompanied by Delhi Police.

“A mob of around 15-20 unscru-
pulous elements gathered and a 
few amongst it brutally attacked the 
team with iron rods. In the ensuing 
melee, a BSES official and a retired 

Delhi Police ACP Santosh Kumar 
Singh sustained serious head inju-
ries,” it said.

A FIR has been filed at the Nihal 
Vihar Police Station, the statement 
added.

According to the police, the team 
was attacked when two police per-
sonnel accompanying it had gone 
for lunch.

“This is not an isolated incident. 
Efforts of discom teams to check the 
irregularities are often thwarted by 
the law-defying people who func-
tion like organised gangs,” a BSES 
spokesperson said.

“Power theft has taken shape of 
organised crime and more active 
police support is needed to curb this 
menace,” he added.

During an anti-power theft drive 
by BSES in July 2017, a young en-
gineer lost his life and four oth-
er officials were seriously injured 
when they were attacked by “power 
thieves” in Jhul Jhuli village in South 
West Delhi.

Gurugram, Feb. 28 (IANS): A 
special court here on Wednes-
day acquitted 44-year-old 
Ashok Kumar, the bus conduc-
tor of a private school where a 
Class 2 student was murdered 
in September last year.

Kumar was arrested as the 
main accused in the case but 
the Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) gave him a clean 
chit in its primary chargesheet 
filed in the court on February 5.

The Special Children Court 
of Additional Sessions Judge 
Jasbir Singh Kundu acquitted 

Kumar and ordered to merge 
the FIRs by police and the 
CBI. It asked that the final 
chargesheet be filed by April 10.

Two officials of the school 
-- Francis Thomas and Jayesh 
Thomas -- booked under sec-
tion 75 of the Juvenile Justice 
Act for negligence in the safety 
and security of children in the 
school were also directed to 
appear before the court on 
April 10. They are currently 
out on bail.

On September 8, Kumar 
was arrested and booked un-

der section 302 (murder) of the 
Indian Penal Code, 25 of Arms 
Act and 12 of Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offences 
Act for allegedly brutally mur-
dering the seven-year-old stu-
dent in the washroom of the 
school in Bhondsi on Sohna 
road.

The case was handed over 
to the CBI on September 22. 
It did not find any evidence 
against Kumar and on No-
vember 8, took a Class 11 stu-
dent (nearly 17 years old) into 
custody.

Kumar got bail on Novem-
ber 21.

CBI officials said the ac-
cused murdered the boy just to 
defer a unit test and a sched-
uled parent-teacher meeting.

The Gurugram Juvenile 
Justice Board on December 20 
ordered that the accused, who 
is in an observation home in 
Faridabad in Haryana, be tried 
as an adult.

Ear l ier,  the  cour t  had 
barred the media from using 
the name of the 17-year-old 
accused in the case and asked 

it to use fictitious names in-
stead.

W h i l e  t h e  v i c t i m  w a s 
named “Prince” by the court, 
the juvenile accused was 
named “Bholu” and the pri-
vate school in Bhondsi was 
referred to as “Vidyalaya”.

A bail plea for the minor 
accused was rejected on Janu-
ary 8.

The court also slapped a Rs 
21,000 fine on the defence for 
filing “unnecessary” applica-
tions and “wasting the time” 
of the court.

Lucknow, Feb. 28 (IANS):  
Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath on 
Wednesday ordered a 
probe by the Special Task 
Force (STF) of the UP Po-
lice into alleged irregulari-
ties in the online examina-
tion held on February 11 
for the post of Junior En-
gineer (Electrical) Trainee.

Pointing out that his 
government had zero 
tolerance towards graft, 
the Chief Minister said 
that it is necessary for the 
truth behind any charge to 

come out for a clean image 
of the government. 

He also directed the 
officials to ensure that the 
probe is completed in a 
time-bound manner.

Giving this informa-
tion, a state government 
spokesman said that 
Power Minister Shrikant 
Sharma, in a letter, had 
requested the Chief Min-
ister to get a probe done 
by a state agency into the 
alleged charges. 

The Minister had also 
written in the letter to the 

Chief Minister that the 
answer key to this exami-
nation was provided by 
the state Power Corpora-
tion to the examinees on 
February 18.

However, many exami-
nees alleged large-scale 
irregularities and favourit-
ism at many centres dur-
ing the examination.

Since the test was 
marred by allegations, the 
state government decided 
to get a free and fair probe 
conducted, the spokes-
man added.

Jammu, Feb. 28 (IANS): The Pakistan Army on Wednes-
day resorted to indiscriminate shelling on the Line of 
Control (LoC) in Jammu and Kashmir’s Rajouri district.

The Pakistani side used small arms, automatics and 
mortars to target defence and civilian facilities along 
the LoC in the district, a defence official said.

“Pakistani shelling and firing started at 10.30 a.m. 
Our positions retaliated strongly and effectively”, the of-
ficial said. Pakistan’s indiscriminate shelling of civilian 
facilities has forced the authorities to shut 72 schools 
close to the border in Rajouri and Poonch districts.

Kolkata, Feb. 28 (IANS): Union Minister Smriti Irani on 
Wednesday dared Congress president Rahul Gandhi to 
have a debate with her, saying his “true mettle” will be 
exposed once he confronts any Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) leader.

“I don’t mind debating with him, but he will not 
come,” said Irani, the Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting, while speaking at an interactive session 
here. “I think the true mettle of the man will be dis-
covered by the people if he ever gets on to a debating 
platform. The 2.0 (Rahul Gandhi) should come on a plat-
form. Pick anybody from the BJP, any stage, anywhere 
in the country (for the debate). Then see how much 
strength that 2.0 has,” she added.

Cabinet approves four pacts with Jordan

Congress leads in MP 
assembly bypolls

UP CM orders probe into 
‘irregularities’ in recruitment test

Two injured as mob 
attacks BSES staff in Delhi

Pakistan Army violates 
ceasefire at LoC in Rajouri

Gurugram school murder: Bus conductor acquittedSmriti Irani dares Rahul 
Gandhi for debate

Minister for Higher Education 
keeps mum on his Newton remarks

A young leopard in cage after being rescued from an amusement park on the outskirts of Bengaluru on Wednesday.PTI

In spot

He cites the section 
4 clause 2 of the Lokpal 
Act wherein it is specifi-
cally said that in case the 
appointment of Lokpal is 
made with some mem-
bers of the select panel 
not being there, it is in 
principle binding. “This 
government says there is 
no leader of opposition 
hence Lokpal cannot be 
appointed. This is all hog-
wash,” Hazare says

Ask him if graft has 
come down under the 
watch of Modi and he 
smiles. “Wo bolta acche 
hai, isliye bhrastachaar 
ki baat chup jaati hai par 
vaisa hai nahin. Aaj bhi 
aam aadmi bhrastachar 
se bahut peedit hai” (He 
(Modi) is a good orator, 
hence the issue of graft 
is overshadowed but the 
reality is that the common 
man continues to bear 
the brunt of graft), he says 
while pointing out how the 
entire political system was 
scared of a full-fledged 

and effective Lokpal. 
Having addressed 

more than 50 rallies since 
he started the renewed 
mission from November 
22 last year, Hazare bub-
bles with energy when one 
mentions how his ‘ando-
lan’ in 2011 had spurred 
the youth of the nation.

He is quick to inform 
that thousands of volun-
teers in the movement 
this time around too are 
putting in their whole 
effort so that the nation 
could be freed from the 
clutches of corruption. 
“If the youth gets up, the 
fate of the nation will 
change for good” he says 
while pointing out on how 
his rallies in Aurnachal 
Pradesh, Assam, MP, Ma-
harashtra, Rajasthan, Kar-
nataka and Haryana in the 
past few months had gar-
nered immense support 
of women and the youth. 

But how would the 
movement be different 
this time round?

“See, the last time we 
were successful in ensur-
ing that a legislation which 
was put on the back burn-
er and resisted by the po-
litical establishment for so 
many decades was passed 
by the parliament. This 
time we will ensure that 
it is implemented in letter 
and spirit, he proclaims 
as a group of youngsters 
who have come to meet 
him and seek his blessings 
breaks into a spontane-
ous applause. Broach the 
name of Arvind Kejriwal 
and a sadness creases his 
face. He informs that he 
had cautioned the Delhi 
chief minister many a 
times that he should not 
“be tempted by power” 
but he did not pay heed.

Kejriwal,  who has 
many times called Hazare 
his mentor and guru and 
he have not spoken for the 
last many years. 

Once bitten twice shy, 
the octogenarian has now 
enforced a strict rule that 

any body who becomes 
part of the outfit taking 
forward the anti-graft 
crusade will have to sign 
an affidavit promising no 
role in active politics. Over 
5,000 people have already 
signed it, informs an aide 
while adding that in case 
someone breaches the 
contract, Anna can take 
the person to court.

Quoting the teachings 
of eminent Maharashtrian 
saint Tukaram, Hazare 
says the greed of power 
and attachment can be 
a great road block in na-
tional service. “I have not 
met my biological family 
for the last 45 years, I lead 
a simple life, don’t even 
know what my account 
holds in terms of savings....
my only mission is to see 
this country free of corrup-
tion” he muses. 

As him if this much 
traveling doesn’t trouble 
his aging bones and he 
snaps back with a smile. 
“At 80, I feel younger than 
many teenagers. Its all 
about ‘mann’ (mind and 
heart)” he says while 
pointing out how his meals 
are simple and fast food 
like burgers are strictly out. 

He informs that his day 
starts with pranayam, fol-
lowed by sprouts as break-
fast and two phulka (roti) 
and vegetables for lunch. 
There is no dinner, only 
fresh fruit juice. He vows 
that “till mylast breath” 
he will continue his strug-
gle against graft and that 
he is very optimistic that 
the ‘Jan Sansad’ (peoples’ 
parliament) will make this 
happen.

Narendra Modi Anna Hazare

Jordanian King Abdullah II being felicitated by Vikramjit Singh Sahney, Co-Chairman India - Jordan joint 
business council during FICCI CEOs Roundtable with him, in New Delhi on Wednesday.

PTI
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Principal secretary of School Education and SCERT, PF Solo, delivering 
the farewell speech at the farewell programme organised in his 
honour on February 23 in Kohima.

Karbi community after paying floral tributes at the tomb of Semson Sing Ingty at Nagoan Baptist Church.

Swami Chinmoyanandaji Maharaj giving away admit card to one of the candidates during the farewell 
programme.

Students of Eastern Mission High School along with the Assam Rifles officials after the lecture and weapon display in Chizami town on February 28.

PVHSS organises farewell prog.

DC Wokha informs counting officialsDimapur polls 79% turn-out

DoSE bids farewell to 
outgoing principal secretary

Assam Rifles conduct civic action programmes

Karbis remember KAAC founding member

Manipur registers 
10,664 job seekers

Arunachal gets INR 706 cr road projects under PMGSY

State to observe ‘World Hearing Day’
STATE/REGION

Dimapur, Feb. 28 (EMN): State 
has announced to observe the 
‘World Hearing Day’ on March 
3 on the theme ‘Hear the future.’ 
The aim of observing the world 
hearing day was to raise aware-
ness regarding hearing loss and 
to promote ear and hearing care 
at the national and community 
levels across the world. 

The key messages for this event 
will highlight:
•	 Expected	rise	in	prevalence	

of hearing loss globally over 
the coming years.

•	 Efforts	that	are	required	to	
stem the rise through appro-
priate preventive action.

•	 Need	to	ensure	that	people	
with hearing loss have access 
to	the	required	rehabilitation	
services and the communi-
cation tools and products 
they	require.
It was observed that 360 

million people are living with 
disabling hearing loss and could 
cost 750 billion globally. WHO 
estimated that 1.1 billion young 

people worldwide are at risk of 
hearing loss due to unsafe lis-
tening practices. This included 
exposure	to	loud	sounds	on	per-
sonal audio devices and in noisy 
entertainment venues that emit 
sounds commonly operated at 
unsafe volumes.

Inadequate	hearing	protec-
tion during activities like shoot-
ing firearms and listening to mu-
sic may significantly contribute 
to communication difficulties 
in later life. In young children 
it	impairs	language	acquisition.	
Learning	 disabilities,	 anxiety	
and attention-seeking behav-
iours are also common in chil-
dren	exposed	to	loud	sounds.

Prevention of harm from expo-
sure to loud sounds
•	 Keep	the	volume	down
•	 Use	carefully	fitted	buds
•	 Limit	the	time	spent	engaged	

in noisy activities
•	 Wear	ear	plugs
•	 Regular	hearing	checkups

Long time mobile phone us-
ers, who talk more than an hour 

a day on the device, may be more 
likely	 to	 have	 high	 frequency	
hearing	loss.	Usually	using	mo-
bile phones for more than 30 
minutes a day can change the 
hearing threshold.

The main reason for hear-
ing	loss	is	exposure	of	the	ear	to	
electromagnetic field emitted by 
the mobile phones which further 
add to the damage. Initial hear-
ing loss is temporary and hardly 
noticeable by the person or his 
significantly close people only 
after significant hearing occurs, 
the person notices changes in 
understanding speech in crowd-
ed or noisy places.

Hearing loss due to using cell 
phones can be prevented by the 
following ways:-
•	 Limit	the	use	of	cell	phones	

to necessary talking and go 
for landlines when possible

•	 Do	not	use	 low	quality	ear	
phones

•		 Use	speakers	mode	when	the	
chat is very long

•		 Bluetooth	 headset	 can	 re-

duce	the	exposure	to	electro-
magnetic radiation

•	 Use	 low	 volume	 levels	 for	
listening to music
A press release issued by 

NHAK	ENT	specialist,	Dr.	R	Zhi-
matho	Nyusou	has	advised	the	
parents to play an active role in 
educating their children about 
safe listening and monitoring 
their	 exposure	 to	 loud	 noise.	
They are also asked to be role 
models of safe listening for their 
children. 

Besides,	 he	 has	 asked	 the	
teachers educate children and 
adolescents about the possi-
ble	dangers	of	exposure	to	loud	
sounds from the misuse of per-
sonal audio devices and encour-
age developing safe listening 
habits. He suggested that such 
information should be part of 
the health education curriculum.

He has further advised on 
the necessity to educate oneself 
from the dangers and evolve 
strategies to prevent from hear-
ing loss and other harmful ef-
fects. 

Dimapur, Feb. 28 (EMN): 
Department of School 
Education	along	with	its	
sister department and 
special invitees have 
bade farewell to the prin-
cipal secretary of school 
education	and	SCERT,	FP	
Solo,	on	February	23,	who	
has attained superan-
nuation with effect from 
February	28.

The farewel l  pro-
gramme in honour of 
the out-going officer was 
organised at Hotel Vivor, 
Kohima,	chaired	by	Sa-
rah	R	Ritse,	secretary	of	
school education, while 
the invocation prayer was 
said	by	T	Keditsu,	DMD,	
SSA. 

Various officers from 
the school education, 
SCERT,	NBSE,	SSA,	RMSA	
and	Tongtikala-	PS	to	the	
out-going principal sec-
retary- delivered their 
farewell messages. Im-
nanukshi,	JE	(	Engg	Wing)	
presented a special song.

FP	 Solo	 started	 his	
journey	 as	 an	 IPoS	 in	

1984	and	served	as	un-
der secretary and deputy 
secretary in the Minis-
try of Defence, Govern-
ment of India;  director of 
postal	services,	Kohima;	
director of ATI-cum-OSD 
(Law);	 commissioner	
and	secretary	of	H&TE;	
and retired in the rank of 
principal	secretary	SE	&	
SCERT.

FP	Solo	took	the	op-
portunity to honour the 
faithful services of each 
officers	and	staff	and	ex-
horted them to be regu-
lar, punctual, dedicated 
in their work. He also 
encouraged them to con-
tinue serving the depart-
ment selflessly to bring 
about transformation in 
the department.

All the officers and 
staff thanked him and 
his family and conveyed 
their best wishes to the 
retiring officer. The pro-
gramme ended with the 
vote of thanks delivered 
Koteno,	additional	secre-
tary,	SCERT.

medical aid. The pro-
gramme was also organ-
ised to educate them 
about the precautions 
and remedies of preva-
lent diseases. 

Medicines without 
any charge were also giv-
en to the patients. A total 
of	40	locals	attended	the	
medical camp.

In yet another pro-
gramme, Tuensang bat-
talion	of	the	Assam	Rifles	
has organised a debate 
competition on the occa-
sion	of	National	Science	
Day	at	ARHS,	Tuensang,	
on	February	28.	The	aim	
of the competition was 
to inculcate competitive 

spirit and bring out hid-
den talent amongst the 
students. 

Five	speakers	debated	
on the topic ‘Is internet 
a boon.’ Students from 
Classes VIII, IX and X par-
ticipated in the event and 
also highlighted the roles 
play by science in their 
day to day life. The event 
concluded with prize dis-
tribution ceremony and 
felicitation to the best 
three speakers.

Meanwhile, Chieswe-
ma battalion of the As-
sam	Rifles	 in	coordina-
tion with the Department 
of	 Rural	 Development	
has established a voca-

tional training and skill 
development centre. The 
objective of the skill de-
velopment centre was 
to provide industry rel-
evant skill training to lo-
cal youth in order to help 
them secure a better live-
lihood.

Training to local youth 
will be provided in car-
pentry, electrical works, 
plumbing, masonry and 
hair dressing. 

In the first  batch, 
eight youth from Tsiese-
ma	 Bawe	 village	 were	
provided a four- week 
training on carpentry 
and electrical works. On 
successful completion 

of training, a felicitation 
programme was held on 
February	9	in	Chieswema	
village. 

Brigadier	Sandeep	S	
Sharda, DIG, HQ 5 Sector 
Assam	Rifles,	had	handed	
over certificates and tools 
set	to	trainees.	Col	Rajat	
Tyagi, Commandant 9 
Assam	Rifles;	Imlimeren	
Jamir, director of Depart-
ment	of	Rural	Develop-
ment;	KN	Sekhose,	joint	
director of rural develop-
ment;	 village	 GBs	 and	
VCCs from Tsiesema 
Bawe	and	nearby	villages	
were present during the 
event.

Zunheboto	battalion	

of	the	Assam	Rifles	also	
conducted a medical 
camp in Suruhoto village 
under	Zunheboto	district	
on	February	8.	

The aim of medical 
camp was to provide 
free health check up and 
distribute medicines to 
the ailing patients free 
of cost. Apart from pro-
viding medical assist-
ance, basic knowledge on 
health related issues in-
cluding precautions from 
common viral disease 
and preventive measures 
were	also	explained.	

A	total	of	187	patients	
were	 examined	 during	
the camp.

Dimapur, Feb. 28 (EMN): Deputy com-
missioner	(DC)	and	District	Election	
Officer	 (DEO),	Wokha,	Dr.	Manazir	
Jeelani Samoon, has informed that 
the second and final round training 
for	all	counting	officials	(Supervisors/

Assistants	&	Tabulators)	under	Wokha	
district	would	be	held	on	March	2	at	
VDB’s	conference	hall	at	1	p.m.	He	has	
requested	all	the	counting	officials	ap-
pointed for the purpose to attend the 
training without fail.

D i m a p u r ,  F e b .  2 8 
(EMN): Dimapur has re-
corded the voters turn-
out with little more than 
79% in the recently held 
state assembly election 
which	was	held	on	Feb-
ruary	27.

Besides	the	poll	turn-
out of above 79%, Di-
mapur district has the 
highest number of poll-
ing stations.

A	DPRO	report	stated	
that a little more than 
79%	approximate	voters	
exercised	their	franchise	
for the assembly polls in 
Dimapur. 

The poll process in 
Dimapur ended peace-
fully with no reports of 
any untoward incidents 
in all the five assembly 

constituencies namely-
Dimapur	1,	2	and	3	and	
Ghaspani	1	and	2.

Meanwhile, Deputy 
Commissioner	 &	 DEO,	
Dimapur,	Sushil	Kumar	
Patel , 	 has 	 expressed	
appreciation to all the 
voters for their partici-
pation during the poll 
p r o c e s s  a n d  l a u d e d 
them for their support 
and cooperation thereby 
ensuring peaceful elec-
tions. 

Sushil	 Kumar	 Patel	
further also thanked all 
the officials, who have 
worked tirelessly for two 
and half months in their 
assigned duties. 

He has credited them 
for the peaceful conduct 
of elections in Dimapur.

Dimapur, Feb. 28 (EMN): 
Pranab	Vidyapith	High-
er  Secondar y School 
(PVHSS),	Dimapur,	has	
organised a farewell pro-
gramme for its outgoing 
students of Class X and 
XII	 (both	 Science	 and	
Commerce)	on	February	
28	in	the	school	audito-
rium.

The programme was 
graced by Swami Chin-
mayanandaji Maharaj, 
secretary	of	PVHSS.	The	
other dignitaries present 
on the occasion were 
Monoj	 Bhattacharjee,	
school	principal;	AK	Roy,	

school vice principal; 
Pankaj	Singha,	secretary	
of Jana Jati Shiksha Sama-
ti;	and	N	Dutta,	 former	
teacher and well-wisher 
of	PVHSS.

The programme be-
gan with a school prayer 
and garlanding to the 
portrait of Srimat Swami 
Pranabanandaji	Maha-
raj,	 founder	 of	 Bharat	
Sevashram Sangha.

On the said occasion, 
the school principal had 
conveyed good wishes 
to the outgoing students. 
Ananyo Chakraborty, 
Poulomi	Ghosh	of	Class	

XII	and	Medha	Bhattach-
arjee of Class X delivered 
emotional speeches. 

Ranu	 Purkayastha,	
PVHSS	assistant	teacher,	
gave necessary informa-
tions and guidelines to 
the	examinees.	

The programme was 
marked with number of 
cultural activities pre-
sented by the students. 
The programme con-
cluded with the words 
of blessings tendered by 
Swami Chinmoyanandaji 
Maharaj and handing 
over of the admit cards to 
the candidates.

Dimapur, Feb. 28 (EMN): 
C h i e s w e m a  b a t t a l -
ion	of	 the	Assam	Rifles	
has organised a lecture 
and weapon display for 
the	students	of	Eastern	
Mission High School 
in Chizami town under 
Phek	district	on	Febru-
ary	28.	

The lecture was or-
ganised to create aware-
ness among students 
about	Assam	Rifles	and	
eligibility criteria to join 
the armed forces. Stu-
dents were also informed 
about various types of 
entry schemes, pay and 
emoluments and train-
ing. 

The event also includ-
ed display of wide array 
of	military	equipments	
and weapons to demon-
strate the technological 
advancement. The lec-
ture	was	attended	by	180	
students	and	20	teaching	
staff.

In a separate pro-
gramme, Mon battalion 
of	 the	Assam	Rifles	has	
conducted a free medical 
camp at Tang village in 
Mon	district	on	Febru-
ary	25.	

The aim of the camp 
was to provide healthcare 
facilities and medicine 
free of cost to the locals 
who were deprived of 

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Feb. 28 (EMN): 
Karbi	Anglong	Autono-
mous	Council	 (KAAC)	
has commemorated the 
70th death anniversary 
of its founding member, 
the then Mikir Hills dis-
trict	and	present	Karbi	

Anglong district, Sem-
son	Sing	Engti	at	Sem-
son	Sing	Engti	Memorial	
Park	in	Diphu	on	Febru-
ary	28.

Floral	tributes	were	
paid to the statue of 
Semson	Sing	Engti	led	
by	KAAC	Chief	Executive	

Member	(CEM)	Tuliram	
Ronghang	 along	 with	
other	executive	mem-
bers and other dignitar-
ies.

Besides,	 Autono-
mous State Demand 
Council	 (ASDC)	 and	
Karbi	Students’	Associa-

Itanagar, Feb. 28 (Agencies): The 
Union	Ministry	of	Rural	Develop-
ment	has	sanctioned	INR	706.47	
crores	for	43	roads	and	15	bridges	
under	PMGSY	for	the	state	of	Aru-
nachal	Pradesh,	UNI	report	said	
quoting	the	chief	minister	office	
sources.

A	total	684.46	km	of	roads	and	
577 metres of bridges will be con-
structed from the sanctioned 
amount covering a huge uncon-

nected habitation, said an official 
sanction	order	signed	by	P	Manoj	
Kumar,	Director	(RC)	Ministry	of	
Rural	Development	addressed	to	
commissioner/secretary	RWD,	
sources informed today.

Chief	minister	Pema	Khandu	
has	 extended	 gratitude	 to	 PM	
Narendra	Modi	for	the	gift	and	
said that his concern for Arunachal 
Pradesh	in	terms	of	connectivity	
was evident from the positive ges-

ture. Stating that the state is rising 
under	his	leadership,	Khandu	was	
hopeful	that	Arunachal	Pradesh	
would transform and come at par 
with other developed states with 
such continuous support.

Khandu	also	thanked	the	Un-
ion	Minister	for	Rural	Develop-
ment	Narendra	Singh	Tomar	for	
keeping his promise and sanc-
tioning critical projects of rural 
connectivity.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 28 (EMN): The 
number of job-seekers reg-
istered	with	all	the	Employ-
ment	Exchanges	in	Manipur	
from	April	to	December	2017	
was	10,664	including	6,745	
males. Astonishingly, the 
number of jobseekers as per 
live-register as on December 
31,2017,	was	3,58,123	includ-
ing	2,46,056	males.

Additional director, Di-
rectorate	 of	 Employment	
Exchange,	 Sh	 Bijoy	 Singh	
disclosed this while address-
ing a press conference here 
on Tuesday.

There	 are	 17	 Employ-
ment	 Exchanges	 in	 Ma-
nipur.	But	due	to	shortage	
of	staff,	Town	Employment	
Exchange,	Tamei,	in	Tamen-
glong district has been lying 
in defunct state for the last 
two years. Though the sanc-
tioned	post	was	122,	the	17	
offices under the directorate 
is currently manned by just 
88	staff	only.

The	 four	 Employment	
Exchange/offices	 in	 Ma-
nipur are Imphal West and 
Imphal	East-	Employment	
Exchanges,	University	Em-
ployment Information and 
Guidance	Bureau,	Manipur	
University,	Canchipur,	and	
District	 Employment	 Ex-
change Thoubal in Manipur. 

In these four employment 
exchanges,	online	registra-
tion and renewal could be 
done by the job seekers.

These	Employment	Ex-
changes are collecting, gen-
der-wise reports of employ-
ment that are in the pay rolls 
of the establishment from 
the employers irrespective 
of central government, state 
government, autonomous 
body, local body, large private 
sector, small private sector 
during the period from April 
2017	to	December	2017.

Altogether 6,715 includ-
ing	5,769	(male)	and	946	(fe-
male)	registered	job-seekers	
were	sponsored	by	the	Em-
ployment	Exchanges	against	
the notified vacancies by the 
Employment	Exchanges	in	
Manipur during the period 
from	April	to	December	2017	
and placement were given to 
618	(454-male	and	164-fe-
male).	A	 total	of	4,73,037,	
including	 3,35,764	 males	
were removed from the live 
register due to non renewal 
and over aged.

The number of job-seek-
ers, who were imparted vo-
cational guidance during 
the	period	from	April	2016	
to	January	2017	under	the	
different areas of vocational 
guidance activities in the 
state,	is	10,094.

tion	(KSA)	have	also	com-
memorated the 70th death 
anniversary of Semson 
Sing	Engti	at	their	respec-
tive offices. 

During the commem-
oration programme, the 
leaders have vowed to ac-
complish the unfulfilled 
dreams of Semson Sing 
Engti.

The	 National	 Party,	
workers	of	Congress	(I),	
also commemorated the 
death anniversary of Sem-
son	Sing	Engti	in	its	office.	
Students living outside the 
district also commemorat-
ed the same in Guwahati, 
Shillong,	Nagoan,	Tezpur.

It was also informed 
that	a	team	from	Karbi	An-
glong	had	visited	Nagoan	
Baptist	Church,	the	burial	
ground of Semson Sing 
Engti.
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Shillong, Feb. 28 (IANS): Re-polling at a 
booth in Meghalaya will be conducted on 
Thursday, Chief Electoral Officer Freder-
ick Roy Kharkongor said on Wednesday.

The repolling at the Kyndong Tuber 
polling booth under Raliang assembly 
constituency was necessitated due to an 
error in the voting machine.

Meanwhile, over 84 per cent of the 
18.9 lakh electors cast their votes on Tues-
day in a peaceful manner to elect new 
members to the 60-member Meghalaya 
Assembly, said Kharkongor.

However, he said that the figures 
would increase after repolling at one 
booth and polling for the Williamnagar 
assembly seat which was countermand-
ed following the death of Nationalist 
Congress Party candidate Jonathone 
Sangma in an IED blast on February 18.

“The voter’s turnout has been robust 
and healthy with Williamnagar yet to 
vote. With sympathy wave there is hope 
for a high voter turnout in this constitu-
ency. Perhaps we may equal the turnout 
of 2013 polls,” the election official told 
journalists.

The polling percentage in 2013 was 
86.82.

Guwahati, Feb. 28 (PTI): 
Assam government has re-
vised the minimum wages 
payable to employees or 
workers employed under 
private security agencies, 
an official release today 
said.

According to a notifi-
cation issued by the La-
bour Welfare Department, 
the state government, af-

ter consultation with the 
Minimum Wages Advi-
sory Board, has revised 
the minimum wages of 
employees.

The revised minimum 
wages of a security officer 
is Rs 18,700, supervisor Rs 
15,600, gunman (armed) 
Rs 13,700 and Security 
Guard (Unarmed) Rs 
10,700.

Accommodation, Em-
ployers’ Contribution of 
any EPF/ESI and any other 
social scheme is excluded 
from the minimum rates 
of wages.

In addition to fixed rate 
of minimum wages, the 
employees shall be enti-
tled to Variable Dearness 
Allowance (VDA) at the 
rate of 100 per cent over 

rise and fall of Index Point 
in the All India Consumer 
Price Index for industrial 
workers calculated with 
reference to the wages of 
workers.

The rate of VDA will 
be calculated every six 
months on the basis of the 
changes in CPI during the 
intervening period, the 
release added.

The overtime rate shall 
be twice the ordinary rates 
of wages which shall be 
payable for every work in 
excess of 8 hours in a day 
and 48 hours in a week.

Workers shall be al-
lowed a day’s rest every 
week. The notification 
has come into effect from 
January 1, 2018, the release 
added.

Guwahati, Feb. 28 (PTI): 
The Patriotic People’s Front 
of Assam (PPFA) has urged 
the state government to 
restore and reopen the his-
toric Nabin Chandra Bor-
doloi hall-cum-library in 
Guwahati for the benefit of 
book lovers and common 
people.

The century-old struc-
ture, formerly known as 
Lord Curzon Hall, had 
witnessed many historic 
events in the last century 
and many Assamese stal-
warts, many national he-
roes such as Rabindranath 
Tagore, P C Roy, Ashutosh 
Mukherjee, Subhash Chan-
dra Bose and Jayaprakash 
Narayan had visited it, a 
PPFA statement said.

“As the library is named 
after a great Assamese pa-
triot, socio-political leader 
and writer Karmavir Nab-
in Chandra Bordoloi, we 
must pay due respect to 

the institution, the state-
ment said.

The Guwahati Munici-
pal Corporation (GMC), 
which took over the hall 
in 1969 and decided to 
restore it, must not end up 
revealing its apathy and 
negligence, it said.

“We should not forget 
that it was an important 
part of India’s freedom 
struggle led by Mahatma 
Gandhi, where Karmavir 
Bardoloi had appealed to 
the students of the Cotton 
College to join the freedom 
movement,” the statement 
added.

The PPFA also pro-
posed for a life size statue of 
Karmavir at the premises of 
the library as an honour to 
the great patriot of Assam.

The statement also 
said, the PPFA opposes 
any move to shift the public 
library from the present 
location.

Itanagar, Feb. 28 (PTI): The Un-
ion Ministry of Rural Develop-
ment has sanctioned Rs 706.47 
crore for the construction of 43 
roads and 15 bridges in Aru-
nachal Pradesh under the Prad-
han Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 
(PMGSY).

An official sanction order 
signed by the Director (rural con-

nectivity) in the Union Rural De-
velopment Ministry, P Manoj Ku-
mar, addressed to the state RWD 
commissioner said.

Chief Minister Pema Khandu 
assured the Union government 
that the funds sanctioned will 
be judiciously utilised and the 
projects will be completed well 
in time, an official release said 

today.
In total, 684.46 kilometres of 

roads and 577 metres of bridges 
would be constructed from the 
sanctioned amount covering a 
huge unconnected habitation, 
the order said.

The chief minister has also 
extended his sincere gratitude to 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

stating that his concern for Aru-
nachal Pradesh in terms of con-
nectivity is evident from the 
positive gesture.

Khandu also thanked the 
Union Minister for Rural Devel-
opment Narendra Singh Tomar 
for keeping his promise and 
sanctioning critical projects of 
rural connectivity.

Bengaluru, Feb. 28 (PTI): 
The story of director Ut-
pal Borpujari’s debut film 
“Ishu” may have been told 
from a child’s perspective 
but it is not a fairytale.

The Assamese film, 
which will be showcased 
at the ongoing Bengaluru 
International Film Fes-
tival, deals with the de-
monic custom of witch-
hunting prevalent in tribal 
areas of the country.

“You sometimes get 
a fresh perspective when 
you try viewing a story 
through a kid’s perspec-
tive... How a child can 
bring about a change 
through his innocence.

“Seeing a child do 
something you look at 
yourself imagining how 
you could have done 
things differently. Maybe 
you can still bring out 
the child in you. Some-
times we become cynical 
as adults,” Borpujari told 
PTI in an interview on the 
sidelines of the ongoing 
Bengaluru International 
Film Festival.

The film-maker, who 

is also a film critic and 
former journalist, added 
that children’s films such 
as “Harry Potter” series 
and the most recent “Black 
Panther” deliver strong, 
layered messages through 
their fantasy and children-
friendly narratives.

“When subtle mes-
sages come through chil-
dren and youth, the sto-
ries leave a deep impact 
on you,” he said.

Produced by Chil-
dren’s Film Society, India 
(CFSI), the film has dealt 
with violence inherent to 
the issue in a subtle man-
ner through indicative 
sound techniques.

“Ishu” is based on re-
nowned Assamese writer 
Manikuntala Bhattachar-
jya’s popular novel of the 
same name. Its cast in-
clude Kapil Garo, Bishnu 
Khargoria, Leishangthem 
Devi, Chetana Das among 
others.

The medieval practice 
continues to fester like 
a wound in lots of tribal 
societies in India such 
as West Bengal, Odisha, 

Jharkhand, MP, Chhat-
tisgarh and in some cases 
even in Gujarat and Ma-
harashtra.

“Us u a l l y  a  l o n e l y 
woman, maybe a young 
or an old widow or a 
woman who has some 
property are declared as 
witches. Mostly it’s either 
the property angle or the 
sexual angle. Once she’s 
branded a witch either 
she’s beaten and thrown 
out of the village or she’s 
killed, which happens a 
lot.

“In some cases, the 
entire family is declared to 
be practising witchcraft. 
Now, because of the il-
literacy the village people 
are superstitious. That 
makes it easy for them to 
be convinced that all the 
diseases have occasional 
due to someone’s spell, 
not because there is dirty 
water they drink... That 
there are no health facili-
ties in the interiors of the 
country,” he rued.

The cases of witch-
hunting have grown in 
the last two decades in 

Assam, he said.
“A bill has been passed 

by the state Assembly 
against witch-hunting 
but it is awaiting the Presi-
dent’s assent,” the director 
emphasised.

When asked about the 
witch-hunting that trolls 
indulge in on social me-
dia, Borpujari said it is 
unfortunate how it has 
reared its ugly head even 
on the Internet.

The film-maker lik-
ened the social media 
trolls to those elements 
who incite illiterate and 
uneducated masses to kill 
women labelling them as 
“witches”.

“The trolls on social 
media do another kind 
of witch-hunting. They 
are also illiterate in a way. 
They are also feeding off 
the lack of educated peo-
ple who are on the Inter-
net. Just because you have 
a smartphone and can 
use different apps doesn’t 
make you literate or edu-
cated. Most of the trolling 
happens against women. 
It is vicious.” 

Itanagar, Feb. 28 (PTI): Arunachal Pradesh 
Governor Brig (Retd) Dr B D Mishra has 
apprised the union health ministry of the 
shortage of specialists in hospitals and 
health care units in the state.

The governor yesterday met the Union 
Health and Family Welfare Minister Jagat 
Prakash Nadda and suggested him that his 
ministry should help the state in getting 
specialists from other states on deputation 
so that immediate problem of shortage in 
the state could be taken care of, an official 
statement said here today.

Taking positive view on the suggestion, 
Nadda assured that his ministry would 

bear the expenditure of the specialists 
who would come to Arunachal Pradesh 
on deputation.

Earlier in the day, the governor also met 
the Union Minister of State (Independent 
Charge) for Tourism K J Alphons and held 
discussion with him regarding the po-
tential of tourism promotion in the state, 
particularly Tawang and Parasuram Kund 
areas which are famous for religio-cultural 
tourism. 

The Tourism Minister asked for pro-
posals from the state government to pro-
mote tourism in the state, the statement 
said.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb 28 (EMN): Reliance 
Jio is all set to provide free wireless 
fidelity (wi-fi) service in Manipur 
University campus within a couple 
of months.

Vice-chancellor of Manipur Uni-
versity Prof Adya Prasad Pandey 
and Vice-president of Reliance Jio 
Balasubramanium Iyer announced 
in Imphal on Mon.

For the initial stage the plan for 
free wi-fi service in the campus has 
been set for three years but it will be 
extended further. 

Presently the authority of the 

university has already provided wi-fi 
service in some section of the cam-
pus. But such opportunity offered by 
Jio will help to enhance and spread 
the internet service in the places of 
the campus where the wi-fi service 
is not reached.

Apart from free wi-fi, Reliance 
Jio is also planning to impart skill 
development training programme 
and job opportunity to students of 
the university.

This will help to encourage the 
student of MU and lessening the 
problem of unemployment in the 
state, says VC Pandey while explain-

ing other assurance made by Jio, 
which will help in enhancing the 
quality of smart class that are already 
provided by the university authority 
in 17 departments.

Reliance Jio had crossed 100 
million subscribers within 100 
days of its launched on September 
5, 2016. Before this service came 
into operational, India ranked 
within 158-160 in term of data base 
consumption but it nowadays it 
stood in first rank beating USA and 
China, according to vice-president 
of Reliance Jio Bala RV Subrama-
nium Iyer.  

Guwahati, Feb. 28 (PTI): 
Assam Governor Prof Jag-
dish Mukhi today greeted 
people on the occasion of 
Holi. The festival of colours 
marks the onset of warmer 
season and victory of good 
forces over the bad ones, 
the governor said in a mes-
sage. “I extend my warm 
greetings and good wishes 
to the people of Assam in 
particular and the country 
in general on the auspicious 
occasion of Holi, the festival 
of colours,” the governor 
said in his message. “May 
this festival bring peace, 
harmony, prosperity and 
happiness in our lives,” he 
added. 

The colours of Holi re-
flect the state’s diversity 
and multicultural heritage, 
the governor said, adding 
that he hoped the festival 
becomes a harbinger of joy, 
happiness and merriment 
for all, cutting across all 
caste, creed and ethnicity.

Shillong, Feb. 28 (PTI): More than 
15,000 voters have been rewarded 
with ‘early voter medals’ in Megha-
laya which went to polls yesterday, a 
poll official said.

Five early voters from each of 
the 3025 polling stations in 59 of the 
60 Assembly constituencies were 
rewarded with ‘early voter medals’ 
by the state Election Commission 
yesterday, Chief Electoral Officer F R 
Kharkongor told PTI. 

He said some of these early voters 
were the enthusiastic first time voters 
who were spotted in the queues as 
early as 6 am. 

Around 75 per cent votes were 
polled in Meghalaya, he said add-
ing that the figure might go up as 
the election office was awaiting data 
from remote places in the Garo Hills 
and East Jaintia Hills districts.

EM Images

A man seen buying colours for holi from a vendor at ASEB market in Diphu Feb. 28.

Re-poll in one M’laya 
booth on Thursday

Assam revises wages for private security agency workers

Restore Nabin Chandra 
Bordoloi Library — PPFA

Centre sanctions fund for rural roads in Arunachal

Holi fever Assamese film ‘’Ishu’’ explores 
horrors of witch-hunting

Arunachal gov. informs Centre on 
shortage of specialists in hospitals

Manipur Univ. to get free wi-fi facility soon 

Assam gov. greets 
people on the 
occasion of Holi

Over 15,000 people get 
‘early voter medals’

Mirror Crossword 1748sud0ku 1588
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1747

ACROSS
1. Maker of “Blue Ribbon Beer”
6. Car rental company
10. ____ Bell
14. Southeast Asian tall palm
15. Trigonometric function
16. Semitic people
17. Equals
18. Superman’s alter ego: Clark ____
19. Nothing more than what is specified
20. Aided
22. Fields of conflict or activity
24. Cat sound
25. Assess proportionally
26. Has faith or places reliance
29. Bucket
30. “The like”
31. Produces in serial form
37. Arabic name for God
39. ___ Vegas
40. Grin
41. Roused again
44. Assume a particular position
45. Between the head and shoulders
46. First act in a show
48. State of well-being and contentment
52. Herb whose leaves produce a blue 

dye
53. Sandpiper genus
54. Sharply mocking remarks
58. Opera set in Egypt
59. Rearmost part
61. Leather scourge used for flogging
62. Ooze
63. Intercontinental Ballistic Missile 

System
64. French for “School”
65. Deciduous trees of the genus Ulmus
66. Built the ark
67. Restore 

DOWN
1. Dad
2. Greek god of war
3. Stinging, honey-producing insects

4. Decorate with intricate 
carvings

5. Overlapping metal splints in 
armor

6. Crooked
7. Competed
8. Hotel
9. Bristle grass
10. Less wild
11. Sports venue
12. Gem weight unit 
13. Overweight
21. Throw
23. ____ Royce
25. Subunit of currency in India 

and Nepal
26. Russian emperor
27. Govern
28. University in Los Angeles
29. Mischievous trick
32. Appoint by votes
33. Measure of the total 

opposition to current flow
34. The Jewish people
35. Consequence
36. Fortune teller
38. City in Viet Nam 
42. Tough, fibrous protein
43. Entranceway to a room
47. Bret Favre is one

48. _____ and desist
49. Projecting bay window
50. Connects most computers to 

the Internet
51. Undulates
52. Director of “The Naked and 

the Dead”: Raoul _____
54. Lower layer of Earth’s outer 

crust
55. Not long
56. Donkey
57. Cook by boiling slowly
60. Classification of human 

blood types

solutions to suD0ku 1587



Mumbai, Feb. 28 (PTI): The 
benchmark BSE Sensex dropped 
162.35 points or 0.47 per cent 
and the broader Nifty settled be-
low the 10,500 mark as investors 
were spooked by worries about 
US Fed rate hike and weak eco-
nomic data.

The Sensex resumed lower at 
34,156,63 and dropped further 
to a low 34,076.45 due to heavy 
selling pressure in view of foreign 
capital outflows and lower glo-
bal cues. It closed at 34,184.04, a 
loss of 162.354 points, or 0.47 per 
cent.

The broader Nifty dipped be-
low the key 10,500-level to touch 
a low of 10,461.55 and finally 
concluded 61.45 points, 0.58 per 
cent down at 10,492.85.

“Weak global market on ac-
count of Fed’s hawkish view on 
future rate hike and extension 
of selling in banks continued to 
impact the market. FIIs are sell-
ers in the market due to domestic 
headwinds and is adding pres-
sure on INR,” Vinod Nair, Head of 
Research, Geojit Financial Serv-
ices said.

Nifty is consolidating 
near the recent low 
while 10-year yield is 
still floating at higher 
levels keeping inves-
tors cautious, Nair 
said.

B a n k i n g 
stocks led by 
Axis Bank, Yes 
Bank, ICICI 
Bank and 
HDFC Bank 
took a hit 
after the 
f i n a n c e 
m i n i s -
try set 
a 15-
d a y 

deadline for banks to take pre-
emptive action on operational 
and technical risks, following a 
USD 2 billion fraud at Punjab Na-
tional Bank.

In addition, sustained capital 
outflows and the rupee contin-
ued to trade at 3-month low of 
65.31 against the US dollar, down 
44 paise during the day, weighed 
on sentiments.

Investors turned cautious 
ahead of the macroeconomic 
data, brokers said. The Decem-
ber quarter GDP growth num-
bers were set for release later in 
the day.

Market sentiment suffered 
a jolt after other Asian markets 
closed with widespread losses 
and European markets dropped 
in early trade, tracking a slump 
in the US stocks overnight after 
the US Fed chair revived worries 
about a sharp increase in inter-
est rates. A declining Chinese 
factory activity, which slowed to 

a 19-month low in 
February, also hit 
the market senti-
ment.

Also, a month-
ly survey showed 

India’s manu-
facturing sec-

tor growth 
e a s e d 
slightly in 
February 
a s 

factory output and new business 
orders rose at a slower pace.

The Nikkei India Manufactur-
ing Purchasing Managers Index 
(PMI) fell from 52.4 in January 
to 52.1 in February, indicating a 
modest improvement in operat-
ing conditions even as remained 
above the 50-point-mark that 
separates expansion from con-
traction for the seventh consecu-
tive month.

However, Moody’s Investors 
Service on Wednesday estimated 
that India will grow 7.6 per cent 
in calendar year 2018 and 7.5 per 
cent in 2019, amid signs of eco-
nomic recovery from impact of 
demonetisation and GST.

Fresh spell of selling dragged 
down most of the sectoral indi-
ces, led by metal, banking and 
FMCG, capital goods, power and 
infrastructure ended in the nega-
tive zone, falling up to 1.21 per 
cent.

PNB shares hit a 20-month 
low by slumping 12.11 per cent 
in morning trade but managed to 
close higher by 3.05 per cent. Gi-
tanjali Gems too cracked nearly 5 
per cent. PNB has said that the al-
leged fraud perpetrated by jewel-
lers Modi and Mehul Choksi may 
be around USD 2 billion, over 
USD 204 million more than pre-
viously estimated.

Among the Sensex compo-
nents, ICICI 

B a n k 

fell 1.92 per cent, followed by Axis 
Bank 1.47 per cent, Yes Bank 1.47 
and HDFC Bank 1.27 per cent.

Other banking stocks like 
Federal Bank, Kotak Mahindra 
Bank, IndusInd Bank ended low-
er by up to 1.67 per cent.

Hindustan Unilever, Sun 
Pharma, M&M, L&T, NTPC, 
Tata Motors, HDFC LTD, Bajaj 
Auto, ITC, Bharti Airtel, Coal In-
dia, Adani Ports, Maruti Suzuki, 
ONGC and TCS fell up to 2.02 per 
cent.

In contrast, IT stocks were 
in demand as the rupee edged 
lower against the dollar. Infosys 
rose 2.26 per cent. A weak rupee 
boosts revenue of IT firms.

Asian Paint, SBI, Power Grid, 
RIL, Hero Motocorp and Dr 
Reddy’s too gained up to 0.52 per 
cent and capped the fall.

Cipla gained 1 per cent after it 
entered into an agreement with 
Roche to promote and distrib-
ute tocilizumab and Syndyma, 
the 2nd brand of Roche’s cancer 
therapy bevacizumab in India.

Among the BSE sectoral in-
dices, metal fell 1.21 per cent, 
banking 0.96 per cent, FMCG 
0.69 per cent, capital goods 0.65 
per cent, power 0.51 per cent, in-
frastructure 0.43 per cent, health-
care 0.20 per cent, oil & gas 0.18 
per cent and PSU 0.13 per cent.

A mixed trend prevailed in 
broader markets with the BSE 
mid-cap index falling 0.23 per 
cent and the small-cap index 
gaining 0.21 per cent.

Japan’s Nikkei fell 1.44 per 
cent, South Korea shed 1.17 

per cent, Shanghai com-
posite slump 0.99 per cent 

and Hong Kong’s Hang 
Seng too shed 1.36 per 
cent.

In Europe, Paris 
CAC 40 was down 0.35 
per cent, while Frank-
furt’ CAC fell 0.32 per 
cent in early deals. 
London’s FTSE also 
traded lower 0.32 per 
cent lower.
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Core sector grows at 6.7% in Jan; 
Cement, refinery output zoom

Core industries’ 
output rises in Jan.
New Delhi, Feb. 28 
(IANS): The pace of In-
dia’s eight major industries’ 
output accelerated in Janu-
ary to 6.7 per cent from 
an increase of 4 per cent 
in December 2017 and 3.4 
per cent in the correspond-
ing month of the previous 
fiscal, official data showed 
on Wednesday. “The com-
bined Index of Eight Core 
Industries (ECI) stands at 
133.1 in January, 2018, 
which was 6.7 per cent 
higher as compared to the 
index of January, 2017,” 
the Ministry of Commerce 
& Industry said. “Its cumu-
lative growth during April 
to January, 2017-18 was 
4.3 per cent.” The ECI in-
dex represents the output 
of major sectors like coal, 
steel, cement and electricity 
and carries 40.27 per cent 
weightage of the Index of  
Industrial Production (IIP) 
which is the macro-gauge 
for India’s factory output.
troduced JBL amplifiers 
for Rs 14,600 that feature 
dedicated connections for 
several advanced vehicle 
technologies, including 
many driver assistance sys-
tems and HARMAN “HA-
LOsonic” system -- a suite 
of acoustic solutions that 
cancel noise.

15th Finance 
Commission will 
need to define 
‘populism’—
Chairman

 
New Delhi, Feb. 28 
(IANS): The 15th Finance 
Commission, set up to 
recommend the devolu-
tion of central pool taxes 
to states as well as a fiscal 
consolidation roadmap 
for government financ-
es, will require to define 
what constitutes a “pop-
ulist” measure in order 
to fulfil its terms of refer-
ence, Commission Chair-
man N.K. Singh said on 
Wednesday.

At an interaction here 
with editors along with 
some members of the 
Commission, including 
former Economic Affairs 
Secretary Shaktikanta 
Das, the Chairman also 
pointed out some unique 
terms of reference of the 
current Finance Com-
mission arising from the 
abolition of the Planning 
Commission and the 
roll out of the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) last 
year.

“The 15th Finance 
Commission will recom-
mend on creating meas-
urable monitoring criteria 
on states’ performance 
on parameters like ease 
of doing business, on 
government programmes 
like Make In India and 
populist policies,” Singh 
said.

NEWS IN BRIEF Stocks fall as US rate hike fear spooks investors India economy 
grows 7.2 pc in Q3

Samsung leader in 4G 
LTE device shipments 
in 2017: Report

New Delhi, Feb. 28 
(PTI): Eight infra-
structure sectors grew 
a faster pace of 6.7 
per cent in January 
against 3.4 per cent in 
the year-ago month 
as petroleum refinery 
and cement output 
zoomed while steel 
power and coal pro-
duction improved.

The eight core sec-
tors -- coal, crude oil, 
natural gas, refinery 
products, fertilisers, 
steel, cement and elec-
tricity -- had grew by 
4.2 per cent in Decem-
ber and 7.4 per cent in 
November this finan-
cial year.

Petroleum refinery 
production spurted 
11 per cent in January 

against a flat output in 
the year-ago month. 
Cement output jumped 
20.7 per cent in the 
month against 13.3 per 
cent contraction in the 
year-ago period.

Electricity genera-
tion growth also fast 
paced to 8.2 per cent in 
January against 5.2 per 
cent in January 2017.

Coal sector output 
improved by 3 per cent 
and steel production 
by 3.7 per cent in Janu-
ary 2018.

Crude oil produc-
tion however dropped 
3.2 per cent, fertilisers 
by 1.6 per cent and nat-
ural gas by 1 per cent 
in the month under re-
view.

Cumulatively, the 

New Delhi, Feb. 28 (PTI): The Indian economy grew 
at five quarter high of 7.2 per cent in the October-De-
cember period reflecting overall recovery due to good 
show by agriculture, manufacturing, construction and 
certain services. The economy is expected to grow at 6.6 
per cent in the current fiscal ending March 31, as per 
the second advanced estimates of the Central Statistics 
Office (CSO), compared to 7.1 per cent in 2016-17.

The earlier estimate was 6.5 per cent.
The growth for the second quarter (July-September) 

has been revised upwards to 6.5 per cent, from 6.3 per 
cent estimated earlier by the CSO. The previous high 
was recorded at 7.5 per cent in the July-September 
quarter of 2016-17. The CSO said that the real GDP or 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at constant (2011-12) 
prices in 2017-18 is likely to be Rs 130.04 lakh crore, 
as against the first revised estimate for 2016-17 of Rs 
121.96 lakh crore, released on January 31. The growth 
in GDP during 2017-18 is estimated at 6.6 per cent as 
compared to the growth rate of 7.1 percent in 2016-17, 
it added. The gross valued added (GVA) for manufac-
turing in the quarter under review grew at 8.9 per cent 
higher than 6.9 per cent in the previous quarter.

Similarly, the farm sector GVA grew at 4.1 per cent 
compared to 2.7 per cent in the previous quarter. The 
construction sector recorded a growth of 6.8 per cent, 
higher than 2.8 per cent in previous quarter.

The services segment including financial services 
grew at rate of 6.7 per cent up from 6.4 per cent in pre-
vious quarter.

New Delhi, Feb. 28 (IANS): 
With 21 per cent market 
share, Samsung retained 
the top spot in the 4G 
LTE device shipments 
in 2017 while Chinese 
handset maker Xiaomi 
stood second with 18 per 
cent share, market re-
search firm CyberMedia 
Research (CMR) said on 
Wednesday. The 4G LTE 
shipments in India grew 
80 per cent in 2017 Year-
on-Year (YoY), with total 
shipments reaching 148.3 
million units, according 
to CMR’s annual “4G LTE 
Devices India Market Re-
view” report. 

“In 2017, Chinese 
brands grew aggressively 
with 143 per cent sequen-
tial growth, thereby, con-
tributing to one in every 
2 4G LTE device shipped 
in India,” Prabhu Ram, 
Head-Industry Intelli-
gence Group, CMR, said 
in a statement. “The Chi-
nese success story can be 
traced to their keen and 
clear understanding of 
the needs of the discern-
ing Indian customers, and 
offering them, with the 

latest specs at affordable 
prices,” Ram added.

Reliance Retail’s 
smartphone brand LYF 
was the only domestic 
brand among the top 
three 4G LTE mobile 
handsets makers with 14 
per cent market share.

“Reliance Jio’s JioFi de-
vices shook the 4G data 
card market in CY2017, 
contributing to extraor-
dinary availability of LTE. 
On the back of Reliance 
Jio, 4G in India will contin-
ue to grow in an upward 
trajectory, with India be-
coming a fully-developed 
4G nation this year,” Pra-
bhu added.

In the tablet category, 
Lenovo lead the 4G tablet 
shipments in 2017 and 
contributed 47 per cent to 
the total shipments, fol-
lowed by Samsung with 19 
per cent and iBall with 15 
per cent shipments.

“(The year) 2018 will 
further see 4G technol-
ogy adoption continuing 
to gain traction in India. 
This will be largely driven 
by adoption of 4G smart-
phones. The recent trend 

growth in the eight core 
sectors during April-Jan-
uary this fiscal slowed to 
4.3 per cent as against 5.1 
per cent in the same pe-
riod last fiscal.

The growth in key 
sectors will have impli-
cations for the Index of 
Industrial Production 
(IIP) as these eight seg-
ments account for about 
41 per cent of the total 
factory output.

Harley-Davidson Low Rider during its launch in New Delhi on Wednesday. 
PTI

Lowrider in here
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Catch Them
W

hat can anyone say? Financial scams are 
taking place in India with unfailing regu-
larity. A lot has already been said about 
the latest banking scam which came to 

light in the third week of January. But what is not be-
ing mentioned is when the offenders will be brought 
to book? From the government side it is being said 
that law will take its own course. Investigating agen-
cies are enquiring in to the matter. On the other hand, 
the opposition are demanding a statement from the 
Prime Minister. But will a statement from the Prime 
Minister be enough to restore the citizen’s faith in our 
banking system? Will it be enough to bring back Rs. 11, 
500 crores to the country? Will a statement from the 
Prime Minister be able to make our banking system 
scam-proof?

Clearly, both sides are more interested in making 
public postures, rather than bringing the culprits to 
book and making our banking system scam-proof as 
soon as possible. From the turn of events, it has al-
ready been proven that the scam went unnoticed for 
so many years because of sheer negligence on the part 
of higher officials and also due to the connivance by 
bank officials. It is quite inexplicable how the entire 
government machinery failed to sniff the scam. The 
very fact that the government has failed to prevent the 
scam and in the process allowed the masterminds to 
escape from the country, has instead shown a different 
picture of the Modi government’s governance. A poor 
lady had to die as she was denied food grains from the 
public distribution system as she didn’t have Aadhaar 
or the unique identification card made compulsory by 
the government. On the other hand, under the watch-
ful eye of the same government financial offenders 
like Vijay Malliya, Nirav Modi, Mehul Chowksi, Lalit 
Modi and couple of others had slipped away from the 
country. No one knows when will we be able to bring 
them back to the country or when can we be able to 
recover the money which they took as loans from vari-
ous banks be recovered?

If the government has failed to protect the wealth, 
the opposition too on its part has also failed to perform 
its duties. A scam can take place anytime, anywhere 
and under any regime. A scam should not be used as a 
tool to score over political opponents. No one should 
see scams as an opportunity to grab power. Scams 
tarnish the image of the nation. As proud Indians, we 
all have the responsibilities to work hard so that the 
reputation of the country remains intact. So instead of 
making efforts to corner each other, the warring par-
ties should sit together and formulate stringent laws 
to prevent scams. Here, they should keep one thing 
in mind. A stringent law becomes a toothless tiger if 
the culprits are not punished but our country’s track 
record is very poor in that. So, besides formulating 
stricter law, efforts should be made to nab the culprite 
and exemplary punishment should be given. Other-
wise, India will always remain vulnerable to scams 
which will earn a bad name for the country.

Kishori sud | iaNs 

Worry won’t break us when we trust the 
Giver of all good things.

As a native Californian and lover of all things sunny, 
I shy away from all things cold. I do, however, en-
joy beautiful photos of snow. So I couldn’t help but 

smile when my friend from Illinois shared a winter picture 
of a sapling outside her window. Admiration turned to 
sadness when I noticed its bare, knotted branches bow-
ing under the heavy fringe of sparkling icicles.

How long could those bending boughs endure before 
breaking under their icy burdens? The heaviness threat-
ening to crack the tree’s limbs reminded me of my shoul-
ders, hunched beneath the weight of worries.

After Jesus affirms that the greatest treasures are not 
earthly or temporary, He encourages us to release our 
anxious thoughts. The Creator and Sustainer of the uni-
verse loves and provides for His children, so we don’t 
have to waste our precious time worrying. God knows 
our needs and will care for us (Matthew 6:19–32).

He also knows we’ll be tempted to succumb to worry. 
He tells us to come to Him first, trust His presence and 
provision in the present, and live by faith one day at a time 
(vv. 33–34).

In this life, we’ll face overwhelming troubles and un-
certainties that can make our shoulders droop. We may 
temporarily bend under the weight of worrying. But when 
we trust God, we won’t break.

Thanks for assuring us that we never have to worry, 
Lord, because You never fail to meet our deepest 

needs.

Daily
Path

We Won’t Break

BiBle Read:   Matthew 6:25–34
ThoughT foR Today:

Can any one of you by worrying  
add a single hour to your life?     

~  Matthew 6:27

H
oli, the festival of colours, is 
fun as we paint the town in 
hues of the rainbow. But, at 
the same time, your hair, skin 

and eyes have to brave the chemicals 
those pretty colours contain. Experts 
suggest that a pre- and post-Holi re-
gime can be a boon and save you from 
allergies if followed properly.

To start with pre-care, you can-
not afford to ignore your ear lobes and 
nails. Preeti Seth, cosmetologist at Pa-
chouli Wellness Clinic, and dermatolo-
gist Aparna Santhanam suggest apply-
ing oil in and around your ear lobes and 
placing a small ball of cotton into your 
ears before you go out to play so that 
your inner ear is well protected.

Seth said: “Always clip your nails 
because there is no way that you can 
protect your nails if they are long; and 
apply a dark nail paint to protect your 
nails. Colours will come off easily when 
you remove nail polish.”

To prevent colours from clogging 
the pores, Seth says it’s best to avoid 
shaving 2-3 days before.

Jyotsana Makkar, in-house ayurvedic 
doctor for Kama Ayurveda, suggests ap-

plication of almond oil on your face and 
other exposed parts of body and hair -- 
and braid your hair if possible.

“Besides being a nourishment agent 
with high levels of vitamin E, almond 
oil also forms a protective layer on 
your skin and hair and saves you from 
the damage of chemical colour,” says 
Makkar.

Amit Karkhanis, medical cosme-
tologist at Dr. Tvacha Clinic, says using 
coconut oil on your entire body before 
you step out to play Holi will act as a 
moisturiser and an anti-inflammatory, 
and prevent sun damage. And as it con-
tains vitamins A, B and E, it will also 
help nourish your skin.

A common suggestion by all the 
experts is that a good sunscreen, with 
an SPF factor of at least 40, is a must-
do, just half an hour before leaving the 
house.

“Expecting mothers can opt for a 
pomegranate or jojoba oil as these nat-
ural oils are safe to use on the face and 
protect pores,” says Shubhika Jain from 
RAS Luxury Oils.

Do not neglect your hair on the oc-
casion, which somehow many forget 
about and then repent.

One must do deep champi (mas-

sage) in the days preceding Holi to pre-
pare the hair and scalp for the festival. 
You can also apply a layer of hair se-
rums after wash to protect it from col-
ours and sun,” added Jain.

Dermatologist Rashmi Shetty sug-
gests different tips for different kinds of 
hair textures.

“For straight hair, apply a new age 
coconut oil that has ingredients like 
jasmine as it known to strengthen the 
hair and make it less prone to breakage 
even after too much exposure to col-
ours,” she said.

Curly hair needs extra care, so Shet-
ty suggests taking a generous amount 
of coconut-based oil and applying it to 
your scalp and the length of your hair 
before you go out to play.

Post-Holi, it is not exactly a cake 
walk to get rid of the tough colours and 
its imperative to swipe off the several 
coatings of oils and sunscreen that were 
layered onto your hair and skin.

Makkar suggests an ubtan soap-free 
body cleanser which is made up of natu-
ral ingredients like turmeric, fenugreek, 
sandalwood, neem, oatmeal and more.

“You will need to shampoo a couple 
of times to remove all traces of colour. 
Wash your hair with a very mild sham-

poo daily to get rid of residual colour 
and dirt. Follow this with an application 
of warm oil. This will help restore and 
rejuvenate your hair, nourishing it back 
to health,” said Shetty.

“Do not be tempted to use antisep-
tic liquids to remove colours as they can 
aggravate the skin further,” she added.

Seth suggests that if the colour is too 
harsh, apply lemon wedges to that area 
as the stains will lighten.

Lastly, it may have not occurred to 
you but your eyes are the most vulnera-
ble when it comes to the effects of Holi.

Sameer Kaushal, Senior Consultant 
Opthalmologist at Tattvan eclinics, says 
it is crucial to always cover your eyes 
while playing with colours as they con-
tain toxic substances which may cause 
irritation, pain, watering in eyes and 
may even cause blurriness for many 
days.”

“Avoid touching eyes frequently. If 
you feel any irritation in eyes, immedi-
ate remedy is to clean eyes with normal 
running water for 10-15 minutes to 
wash out all the toxic chemicals from 
the eye. Avoid using contact lens while 
playing Holi.”

(Kishori Sud can be contacted at 
kishori.s@ians.in)

Scientists have identified 50 new 
gene regions that increase the 
risk of developing schizophrenia, 

a finding that could lead to improved 
treatment for the debilitating psychi-
atric condition that affects over 20 mil-
lion people worldwide.

The study showed that some of the 
genes identified as increasing risk for 
schizophrenia have previously been 
associated with other neurodevelop-
mental disorders, including intellec-
tual disability and autism spectrum 
disorders.

“These findings are another im-
portant step on the long road to new 

treatments for schizophrenia and will 
be crucial for identifying potential new 
drugs, which will become an increas-
ing focus of our work in the coming 
years,” said Mike Owen, Professor at 
the Cardiff University.

For the study, published in the 
journal Nature Genetics, the team ex-
amined genetic data in 100,000 indi-
viduals including 40,000 people with a 
diagnosis of schizophrenia.

They also found that the genes 
linked to schizophrenia risk are mostly 
crucial to normal development and 
therefore typically do not contain 
harmful mutations. 

This discovery will help research-
ers narrow down their search for the 
mechanisms of the disorder as these 
genes, commonly called “loss-of-
function intolerant”, only account for 
around 15 per cent of all the genes in 
the human genome.

“We show, for the first time, that 
genetic variants that do not severely 
impact gene function, but presumably 
have a more subtle impact on these 
critical genes, increase risk for devel-
oping schizophrenia,” said Antonio 
Pardinas, from the varsity.

Moreover, the findings have solved 
a mystery that puzzled psychiatrists 

and evolutionary geneticists -- why 
does schizophrenia affect so many 
people when on average they have 
fewer children than people without 
the disorder?

“We found that many gene vari-
ants linked to schizophrenia reside in 
regions of the genome in which natu-
ral selection is not very effective in the 
first place,” explained James Walters, 
another researcher from the varsity. 

“Also, most of them do not have 
individually serious effects, and this 
makes them less likely to be selected, 
either for or against,” he noted.

Source: IANS

Organic Guide to Save Hair, Skin, 
Eyes From Ill-Effects of Holi Colours

50 New Gene Regions Linked to Schizophrenia Risk Identified

manish Gupta | iaNs

Prem Sharma sells gutka and cigarettes near the 
Vijay Nagar square, but the most visible part of 
his tiny business is the dustbin that he dare not 

lose. Similar is the case with all small and big business-
es across the city.

“In Indore, people fear the yellow vehicles more 
than the police vehicles,” he said referring to the ve-
hicles of the Indore Municipal Corporation (IMC) 
that patrol the city round the clock and penalise those 
spreading litter on the streets.

The penalties for littering the city (population 
about 2 million) can be anything between Rs 100 and 
Rs 1 lakh and the IMC has done well last year, collecting 
spot fines to the tune of Rs 1 crore in the city.

“It’s not just fear, people respect the work being 
done by the IMC,” says Indore Mayor and Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) MLA Malini Gaur. True, Prem Sharma 
takes pride in the fact that he is a resident of the city 
dubbed cleanest in India in a countrywide rating done 
by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Development.

The force behind the stupendous rise of Indore on 
the Swachh Survekshan Rankings is Mayor Malini Gaur. 
Indore rose from a low of 180 in 2015, to 25 in 2016 and 
finally to the number one rank among 434 cities in 2017.

“The day Prime Minister Narendra Modi gave a 
call for Swachh Bharat from the ramparts of Red Fort 
in 2015, we decided to work on it,” said Gaur who has 

another two years as Mayor. “We are quite confident 
of retaining the top position in 2018,” she told a group 
of visiting correspondents. The visit was organised by 
BJP’s Good Governance Department for some Delhi 
and Karnataka journalists.

With efforts on all fronts, including establishment 
of integrated solid waste management, the city has 
brought down the Respirable Suspended Particulate 
Matter (RSPM) from 145 microgram per unit in 2015 to 
about 70 now, and there is plan to cut it to 40. The safe 
threshold is 100.

Till date, Indore has been visited by about 250 mu-
nicipal authorities from across India to learn the man-
tra. “It’s political and administrative will, and the sup-
port of people,” says the Mayor simply.

Probing further reveals the Mayor withstood all re-
sistance -- from political parties, business lobbies and 
sanitation workers. It also required a conscious deci-
sion to keep out private contractors. The job is done 
entirely by the corporation itself -- from collection and 
transportation to treatment and disposal.

“Private companies are not in a position to ab-
sorb the sudden shock loads, which is common in this 
work,” said Swachh Bharat Mission consultant to IMC 
Asad Warsi.

IMC engaged with various associations like those of 
schools, hospitals, temples and hotels to design a sus-
tainable system that has made Indore perhaps the only 
city in India that is litter-free, garbage-free and free 

from stray animals.
The city plans to move beyond having one of the 

best solid waste management and sewage treatment 
plants. It is looking at a facility to make compost, at ex-
tracting methane gas from waste from the wholesale 
vegetable market to fuel some of the city buses, to mak-
ing the district open defecation free (ODF), ensuring 
dry and wet waste segregation at a door-to-door level, 
and cleaning monuments and footpaths each night.

Indore has come out with a tender for sewage 
sludge hygienisation facility that will kill potentially in-
fectious bacteria in the sludge and make it odour-free 
through radiation. It will be in place by 2019, making 
Indore a poster city for the BJP to advertise its achieve-
ments before the Lok Sabha polls.

Rajesh Godale, a Chief Sanitary Inspector (CSI) at 
IMC, while taking photographs of mechanised sweep-
ing vehicles and footpath cleaners at work around mid-
night, said, “There are four CSIs who go around the city 
taking photographs of the cleaning process each night 
that is shared on a Whatsapp group as proof. I am sure 
Indore would be the cleanest city once again.”

To keep the city spic and span, the IMC has a budg-
et of Rs 400 crore under the Swachh Bharat Mission, 
but its operational cost is just Rs 160 crore after a capi-
tal investment of Rs 150 crore. “The idea is to keep the 
working cost low,” said the Mayor.

Individual households pay Rs 60 and commercial 
units pay Rs 90 per month for Clean Indore.

How a Woman Mayor Made Indore a Clean and Litter-Free City

Dr T V Venkateswaran | india science Wire

Today marks the centenary of Ra-
manujan’s election as a Fellow of 
Royal Society, the world’s oldest 

and most respected scientific society.  
Here is how the story unfolded in early 
twentieth century.

Immersed in thoughts, unaware of 
the surroundings, Professor G H Hardy 
was taking a stroll along the Piccadilly 
Circus in London. It was in 1936 - sixteen 
years since the death of Srinivasa Ram-
anujan, Indian mathematical prodigy. 
In a flash of a second, perhaps directed 
by subconscious mind, Hardy hur-
riedly jumped on to the road, oblivious 
of a speeding motorcycle. He was hit, 
dragged along and superficially bruised.

Police arrived and took Hardy to 
Scotland Yard to record his statement.  
Having admitted his mistake, absolving 
the motorcyclist, Hardy was about to 
leave the station. 

A police messenger arrived “Sir, are 
you Professor Hardy?”

“Yes, I am”
“You are Professor of Mathematics at 

Cambridge?”
Perplexed, Hardy said: “Yes, indeed”
“Sir, please come this way. My su-

perior officer would like to have a word 
with you.”

Bewildered, Hardy accompanied the 
policeman and entered the room of the 
officer. “Professor Hardy, I have been 
waiting to see you for many years. In fact, 
I have waited for this occasion for seven-
teen years to be precise,” said the officer.

Hardy was dumbstruck. Was he a stu-
dent of his or a parent of one of his stu-
dents. He could not quite place him.

The police officer continued, “you 
know, we have evidence in our files to 
arrest you for making a false statement 
to Police.”  This gave Hardy a jolt. He 
was not only confused but also scared.  
Meekly he said, “I am a professor of 
mathematics at Cambridge. I commit-
ted no crime. Perhaps you have mistak-
en me for someone else.” 

The police man chuckled: “do you 
remember, Professor Hardy, in February 
1918 we had arrested an Indian math-
ematician for an attempted suicide. He 
was about to commit suicide by falling 
before the train in an underground tube.  
I was in charge of the case then. You ar-
rived to give evidence”

That opened the floodgates of his 
memories. That was many years ago, 
when Ramanujan was suffering from 
depression. Although productive in his 
mathematical discoveries, Ramanujan 
was ill and was not eating much. Deject-
ed Ramanujan had tried to jump before 
an underground suburban train. For-
tuitously the driver could hit the break 
in time that Ramanujan escaped with 
some injuries.

It was around that time that Hardy 
had proposed the name of Ramanujan to 
be elected as the Fellow of the prestigious 
Royal Society, first ever Indian scientist 
that too at a very young age of 30. The 
proposal was to be taken up for consid-

eration in an upcoming meeting of the 
society. Some members were averse to 
an Indian being elected and there were 
already murmurs of protest. Fearing that 
if the society members come to know of 
the attempted suicide, some of them may 
suspect lunacy and block his election, 
Hardy had lied knowingly. He had told 
the inspector that that Ramanujan was 
a Fellow of the Royal Society (though he 
was not till then) and that Fellows of the 
Royal Society cannot be arrested with-
out the permission of the Crown even 
though there was no such immunity. 

The police officer continued “we re-
leased him and you left thinking that 
you had bluffed us. But that was not the 
case. We had inquired and found that the 
man whom we had arrested was indeed 
a reputed and great mathematician and 
held lots of promise. We also knew that 
he had not then been elected fellow of 
the Royal Society nor was there was any 
prerogative of Fellows against being ar-
rested. I was waiting for an occasion to 
tell you that we were not fooled, but we 
at Scotland Yard did not wish to spoil 
that Indian mathematician’s career.”

It was just few weeks after the inci-
dent - on 28 February, 1918 - Ramanu-
jan, just 31, became the youngest Fellow 
in the history of the Royal Society. Way 
back in 1841, Ardaseer Cursetjee, a ship-
builder and engineer was the first Indian 
to be elected to the Royal Society and Ra-
manujan became the second. 

There is also a saas bahu twist to Ra-
manujan’s tale. When he returned to In-
dia in 1919, he was miffed at Janaki, his 

wife. Ramanujan rebuked her, “I wrote so 
many letters, at times once every week, 
but you chose not to reply even once”. 
Mystified, sobbing Janaki told him that 
she was writing letters frequently even 
when none were received from Ramanu-
jan. She was handing over letters to her 
mother-in-law for posting, as she had no 
money for even postage. Both of them 
then realised the dirty game played by 
the mother-in-law in hiding letters from 
each other. Many years later, Dr S Chan-
drasekar recounted his conversation 
with Janaki Ammal, who apprehended 
that longing for loving words from his 
wife perhaps was one of the contribu-
tory factors for Ramanujan’s depression 
which led to him to attempt suicide. 

The food and climate in England did 
not suit Ramanujan. He fell ill and had 
to return to India. Ramanujan could not 
recover from the mysterious diseases he 
had contracted and died at the prime 
age of 32 on 26 April 1920.

This year is the centenary of Ram-
anujan’s election to the Royal Society 
and to mark this event the Royal Society 
is organising a gala event during October 
15-16, 2018 in London. The event Srini-
vasa Ramanujan: in celebration of the 
centenary of his election as FRS, would 
be addressed by Professor Ken Ono, 
Professor George E. Andrews, Profes-
sor Manjul Bhargava and Professor R. C. 
Vaughan FRS who would speak on Ram-
anujan’s mathematics and its extraordi-
nary legacy across many fields ranging 
from computer science, electrical engi-
neering, mathematics and physics. 

A Page From History : How Ramanujan Became a Fellow of Royal Society on This Day a Century Ago
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Aries (MAr 21 - Apr 19): You probably 
aren’t feeling your best today, Aries. No doubt 
your illness is a result of recent overindul-
gence. You can’t blame anyone but yourself 

for your crashing headache and queasy stomach. Try 
not to take your bad mood out on the family. Just ask 
them to close the curtains and shut the door. You will 
emerge in the early afternoon feeling a bit wobbly but 
definitely on the mend.

TAurus (Apr 20 - MAy 20): There is such a 
thing as being too honest, Taurus. You’ve ex-
perienced in the past how your determina-
tion to tell the whole truth and nothing but 

the truth can cause hurt feelings. Today try to exercise 
a bit of tact and diplomacy. You will still be able to get 
your point across, with the added bonus that your au-
dience will still be speaking to you once you’ve done so.

GeMini (MAy 21 - Jun 21): You want nothing 
more than to be alone today. For that to hap-
pen, Gemini, you need to turn off your phone, 
shut off the computer, and hang a “Do Not 

Disturb” sign on the door. Even then, your friends are 
likely to walk past the sign and ask what’s for dinner. It’s 
one of those days. People want to congregate and they 
want to do it at your house. Order your favorite comfort 
food and enjoy the chaos!

CAnCer (Jun 22 - Jul 22): Don’t be sur-
prised if a lot of uninvited visitors show 
up today, Cancer. You could host an im-
promptu social event as neighbors stop 

by to bring news of changes in the area. You have 
energy to spare right now, so you’re perfectly able to 
accommodate your guests. But don’t let yourself get 
overwhelmed. Simply offer whatever refreshments 
you happen to have on hand and let the party take 
its course.

leo (Jul 23 - AuG 22): You can expect to 
run a lot of errands today, Leo, even though 
you would probably prefer to stay at home. 
You have obligations to fulfill for friends and 

family, and you can’t bear to let them down. Try to get 
everything done as quickly as possible so that you’ll 
still have the afternoon free for yourself.

VirGo (AuG 23 - sep 22): You have energy 
to burn, Virgo, and you intend to use it. Ask 
friends to join you in the park. Or set up a 
round-robin tennis match for the afternoon. 

Enjoy your day outdoors, but take care not to push too 
hard. If you strain muscles today, it could be weeks be-
fore you’re fully healed. If you pace yourself and take 
plenty of water breaks, then you’ll enjoy the day with 
no repercussions.

librA (sep 23 - oCT 22): Today you could 
receive word of a promotion or exciting new 
challenge at work. Although this is something 
you’ve wanted for a long time, you may hesitate 

to accept immediately. Could it be because your self-confi-
dence is rather low right now, Libra? Don’t let that stop you! 
This feeling is only temporary, while the opportunity could 
develop into something lasting. Don’t lose your chance!

sCorpio (oCT 23 - noV 21): Money and 
friendship rarely mix, Scorpio. Keep this in 
mind today if a friend hits you up for a loan. 
You’d be better off helping her strategize ways 

to earn more money. Much as you like to help the un-
derdog, a temporary approach often does more harm 
than good. A quick loan won’t help your friend’s funda-
mental problem of compulsive spending. Offering to 
pay for counseling would be a gift of enduring value.

sAGiTTArius (noV 22 - DeC 21): This is 
unlike you, Sagittarius, but today you’re a 
lean, mean cleaning machine. You get it in 
your head that this is the day for putting your 

house in order, and you set about single-handedly do-
ing it. That’s way too much cleaning and organizing for 
one person to do. Why not enlist some help? Bribe your 
partner or kids, play some loud music, and all of you 
will finish the tasks in no time.

CApriCorn (DeC 22 - JAn 19):  You can’t 
help but feel a bit frustrated today, Capri-
corn. There are places to go, people to see, 
and you can’t seem to get out of the house. 

Your responsibilities are at home now, and the situation 
won’t change for a while. You can, however, plan some 
mini-vacations without too much effort. Treat yourself 
one evening to fantastic take-out food and a sappy old 
movie. That might be just the thing to lift your spirits.

AquArius (JAn 20 - Feb 18): If you overin-
dulged last night, you’re likely paying the price 
today. If your head is screaming and your blood 
feels like molasses, you know that too much of 

a good thing can make you feel rotten! Much as you feel 
driven to get out of bed and get on with your chores, there’s 
no point, Aquarius. You’d be better off resting. You’ll be 
your old self by afternoon. Your work can wait until then.

pisCes (Feb 19 - MAr 20): Without a doubt, 
there’s a lot of work to be done around the 
house. With today’s planetary configuration, 
you feel especially vested in making your 

home look its best. But you don’t have to get everything 
done today, Pisces. Rather than scrubbing floors and 
dusting furniture, why not invest in a few inexpensive 
items that will perk the place up a bit? A few area rugs 
and scatter pillows could make a big difference!

Today’s AsTro-predicTion

F
or India to become a $5 trillion 
economy, the government needs to 
go from being a spender to an even 
greater enabler of businesses than it 

currently is. Debates about the appropriate 
level of government spending abound. The 
tight balance between spending to boost 
critical sectors versus managing a fiscal 
deficit is a tightrope the government must 
walk.

Numbers such as the $526 billion in-
frastructure gap suggest that innovation 
in policy will be essential for India to truly 
bridge this gap, create jobs and generate 
growth. Our premise is that while spending 
by the government is important, it needs to 
focus much more on how to enable busi-
nesses, especially private investment in in-
frastructure.

According to a World Bank report, gov-
ernment spending as a percentage of GDP 

has averaged at 10.29 percent between 1960 
and 2016, with the number in 2016 being 
11.65 percent. There is pressure around 
both the fiscal deficit and revenue deficit 
in India. In addition, no remarkable change 
in tax revenues is expected soon that would 
provide a significant increase to govern-
ment spending -- therefore it will be wise 
to assume that spending as a percentage 
of GDP will not see significant change up-
wards any time soon.

Hence for India to create necessary in-
frastructure and jobs it is essential to allow 
private capital to invest. The government 
must continue to spend and efficiently al-
locate public finances, but to truly push up 
growth rates and aspire to more than dou-
ble the size of the economy, it is imperative 
that more thought is given to measures to 
boost private investment.

The recent policy by the Modi govern-
ment to open the coal mining sector to the 
private sector is a welcome step. If imple-
mented well, this should pave the way for 

more competition and higher efficiency. 
The most important step towards allow-

ing private capital into infrastructure is to 
bifurcate the infrastructure market to iden-
tify two segments: (1) The financially viable 
sectors (2) The economically value-creating 
but not fully financially viable sectors.

If infrastructure sectors such as ports, 
refineries, renewable energy, power trans-
mission, mining, toll-roads, water and ir-
rigation can all be categorised between the 
“financially viable” and the “economically 
value-creating but not fully financially vi-
able”, then the former needs effective and 
transparent regulations while the latter 
needs government spending in addition to 
effective regulations.

The above analysis needs to be based on 
robust cash-flow models and past project 
experience. The bifurcation is important 
because for financially viable sectors the 
government must push for regulations that 
attract capital. Tax policies to boost capital 
expenditure such as competitive acceler-

ated depreciation, tax-free windows and 
centralised clearance windows would be 
the key. While for the sectors that deliver 
economic value but aren’t fully financially 
feasible, government spending in varying 
degrees will be required.

What is important to realise is that high 
quality infrastructure will be essential to 
provide India an opportunity to push up 
growth rates. It is simply not possible for 
government spending to bear the entire 
burden of the infrastructure spending.

According to a World Bank global rank-
ing of trade- and transport-related infra-
structure for 2016, the Netherlands was giv-
en 4.29 points and Singapore 4.20. India in 
this ranking was at 3.34 points, significantly 
lower at 35th rank versus the Netherlands at 
4th and Singapore at 5th position.

It is interesting to note that according 
to the World Bank, government spending 
in the Netherlands was at 25.04 percent of 
GDP, while the same number for Singapore 
was at 11.28 percent. While not all govern-

ment spending is on infrastructure, what 
the data seems to suggest is that different 
countries, given their economic dynamics, 
have used different tools to boost infra-
structure. It isn’t essential for a government 
to spend a significant percentage of GDP to 
be a high-quality infrastructure country.

A $5 trillion economy is a target that is 
worth aspiring for. Infrastructure spending 
will have to form a significant component 
of the value-creation in the economy. The 
positive multiplier effect of infrastructure 
creation cannot be overemphasised in 
terms of job creation, economic growth and 
national prosperity. It is time for the Indian 
government to pay greater attention to its 
role as an enabler and facilitator of infra-
structure.

(Taponeel Mukherjee heads Development 
Tracks, an infrastructure advisory firm. 

The views expressed are personal. He can 
be contacted at taponeel.mukherjee@

development-tracks.com or @Taponeel on 
Twitter)

Americans own about 265 million 
guns – that is more than one gun 
for every American adult – but how 

many owners can use them responsibly?
“Just focus on the target. It doesn’t mat-

ter if you miss the bull’s eye.”
I struggled to hear the soft-spoken in-

structor through my noise-cutting ear 
muffs. Around me, gunshots went off every 
few seconds.

The instructor then hung a big sheet of 
paper on a wooden frame, which moved 
away from us and stopped three yards 
away. This, he said, was the distance of 
most self-defence shootings. On the page 
were several concentric circles – I was sup-
posed to take aim at the tiniest one in the 
centre.

“Pick one,” he said, laying on his open 
palms a revolver and a semi-automatic 
hand-gun. “What’s the difference?” I asked, 
like a bad student who had blanked out 
on everything she had learned minutes 
earlier. “The semi-automatic is easier,” he 
said. I kept that one for later and picked the 
revolver.

Heart racing, I did everything I had been 
taught: prised open the cylinder, loaded it 
with bullets, spread my legs hip-distance 
wide, extended my arms, closed one eye 
and aimed with the other before pulling the 
trigger. My shoulder jerked with the recoil, 
a deafening sound followed a whirling ball 
of sparks and the first bullet tore into one of 
the outer circles — all in a split second. The 
instructor gave me the thumbs up.

Since moving to the United States three 
years ago, my husband and I had attempt-

ed to understand first-hand the gun culture 
of the country. We visited gun stores and 
shows. A visit to a shooting range – which is 
often recommended to tourists, in addition 
to playing top golf – then seemed like an or-
ganic continuation, or even conclusion, to 
what we had set ourselves on.

We called one shooting range after 
another to see what was on offer. Most 
of them only offered a ten-minute crash 
course to beginners, what we thought was 
woefully inadequate for the exercise upon 
which we wanted to embark. About six at-
tempts later, we found one on the outskirts 
of Houston that promised a robust hour-
and-a-half training session before we could 
shoot.

The shooting range was a rather nonde-
script building that could easily have been 
missed if we hadn’t been on the lookout. 
After showing our IDs and coughing up $50 
each at the gun store, we made our way to 
our classroom. The session had just begun, 
the room was teeming with people sip-
ping coffee, taking notes and watching the 
instructor’s presentation. Most of the stu-
dents had come for self-defence training, 
we would later find out, or for a certificate 
that would help them get a conceal-carry 
licence.

The tone was light-hearted as the 
speaker introduced us to the dangers of 
firearms, their technical differences and so 
on. “It takes a while getting used to guns,” 
he said, adding that his wife, overwhelmed 
by the experience, had fled the shooting 
range the first time he had taken her.

“Don’t forget to keep it on at all times,” 
the instructor said at one point referring to 
the security lock on a gun that helps pre-
vent accidents. He told us about someone 

who was checking his handgun and shot 
himself at the back of his palm. Another 
time, a man inadvertently fired his rifle at 
home, the bullet of which made a hole in 
his wall and pierced the wall of his neigh-
bour’s house.

These might look like rookie mistakes, 
and they probably are, which is what 
makes them doubly terrifying. Americans 
own about 265 million guns – that is more 
than one gun for every American adult 
– but how many owners can use them re-
sponsibly? I could have paid little attention 
during my class, and still been able to shoot 
and go home with a gun if I wanted – you 
don’t need to show any proficiency before 
buying a firearm.

For outsiders, America’s inveterate ob-
session with firearms beggars description. 
For me, the absurdity became a reality after 
I moved to Texas – a state with the most lax 
gun laws – and anxiety began to take hold 
of me when I found myself in crowds. Not 
only did I feel a visceral fear of someone 
possibly lurking in a corner with assault 
rifles and ammunition, but also the poten-
tial for accidental shootings.

And herein lies the danger: weapons 
can easily get into callow hands. In this year 
alone, the US Gun Violence Archive reports 
249 unintentional shootings so far, that 
have killed eight and injured 19 people. 
There were 2,000 such incidents last year.

Instances abound of kids accidentally 
shooting their parents or classmates. In 
one case, a 9-year-old killed her instructor 
in a shooting range near Las Vegas in 2014 
when she lost control of the rifle she was 
using. I chanced upon the viral video after 
my own experience at the shooting range.

By the end of the evening, I had ended 

up shooting ten rounds, both with the re-
volver and semi-automatic. That every shot 
fired was getting me closer to the end of the 
self-inflicted ordeal was the only thing that 
kept me going. It is impossible to imagine 
the full impact that shooting has on you 
until you shoot. Far from being a passive or 
casual activity, it requires focus and force; 
firing bullets is certainly not like playing 
top golf. There is no room for error.

The evening left me nauseated and 
with the most important lesson: I was sim-
ply not prepared to shoot, even though I 
had hit bull’s eye four times. This is what 
I told the instructor when he offered me a 
discount to buy a gun, “now that you know 
how to shoot.” And I am sure many left the 
room convinced they could.

A few days later, I got an email from the 
shooting range breathlessly announcing 
a “big” sale: “In-Stock Firearms Marked 
Down $20-200 off!”. I had seen similar full-
page advertisements for Black Friday sales 
in newspapers. Every incident that nor-
malises firearms has been unsettling but 
has brought with it the awareness that for 
many, these sales are an incentive to buy 
that one firearm they have been waiting 
for, like perhaps buying a television set or 
a mobile phone. It is in moments like these 
that you come to realise how fully and in-
sidiously guns have made their way into 
the collective consciousness of the country.

In as early as 1970, historian Richard 
Hofstadter in his essay titled America as a 
Gun Culture, pointed to how this very thing 
didn’t augur well. “Many otherwise intel-
ligent Americans cling with pathetic stub-
bornness to the notion that the people’s 
right to bear arms is the greatest protection 
of their individual rights and a firm safe-

guard of democracy — without being in 
the slightest perturbed by the fact that no 
other democracy in the world observes any 
such ‘right’.”

We are talking about a country in whose 
constitution are enshrined the following 
words in the form of the Second Amend-
ment: “A well-regulated Militia, being nec-
essary to the security of a free State, the right 
of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall 
not be infringed.” Gun ownership then be-
comes the norm and not the deviant.

And so, any mention of the dark side of 
this gun culture is brushed off blithely, or 
worse, taken as a way of life. Gun violence 
causes around 96 people to die every day, 
of which seven are children and teens. 
Americans are ten times more likely to 
die because of a firearm compared with 
residents of 22 other high-income coun-
tries, according to a study published in the 
American Journal of Medicine in 2016.

But we mostly hear of only those mass-
shootings that are of a scale large enough 
to make it to the news cycle. The Parkland 
school shooting in Florida was the 17th of 
this year; four more have taken place in the 
days that have followed.

The students’ resistance in the after-
math has been simultaneously heart-
breaking and inspiring as they have taken 
on the behemoth National Rifles Associa-
tion and its cavorting politicians. The gen-
eration that’s grown up on mass shootings 
has been forced to say never again. Will 
their movement force the rest of the coun-
try to see that the right to carry a weapon is 
not greater than others’ right to live?

(Sukhada Tatke is a freelance writer. She 
tweets @ASuitableGirl.)

Kenya has seen a rapid increase in chikungunya 
and dengue viruses outbreaks since 2016. Both 
are mosquito-borne viral infections that lead to 

debilitating joint and muscle pain.
The two sister diseases are transmitted by the 

Aedes aegypti – a black mosquito with white spots 
that only bites during the day. The viruses are spread 
by the female mosquito when she searches for blood 
as a source of protein and iron which she needs to 
form mosquito eggs.

The outbreaks in Kenya have been in areas nor-
mally associated with the diseases, such as the coast-
al city of Mombasa, as well as new areas such as the 
North Eastern part of the country.

Compared with the large amount of research 
that’s been done on the vectors that carry malaria, not 
many studies have been done on those that spread 
dengue and chikungunya. The main reason for this is 
that malaria continues to kill one million people each 
year while dengue and chikungunya claim less than 
25 000 lives a year.

As a result only a limited number of methods have 
been developed to manage the Aedes aegypti.

We wanted to understand what attracts the black 

mosquito to its hosts. To do this, we compared com-
mercially available bait traps that contained bait 
made from natural body odours to see which were 
more attractive to mosquitoes in their natural envi-
ronments. Our study found that body odour lured 
the mosquitoes better. We went further and narrowed 
the attraction down to four groups of chemical com-
pounds in body odour.

Our findings provide the first evidence of how 
chemical compounds found in body odour can be 
used to develop effective bait traps to control dengue 
and chikungunya.

Finding the perfect host
Studies have shown that the lure of carbon dioxide 
in the human breathe help mosquitoes detect a host. 
Several additional pieces of research have gone fur-
ther, showing that mosquitoes are attracted to several 
different stimuli including physical, visual and olfac-
tory. Physical cues include heat and moisture while 
visual stimuli include light, colour and form.

One study, for example showed that mosquitoes 
were attracted to objects that had been heated and 
covered in body odour. In another, researchers estab-
lished that a combination of heat, moisture and body 
odour was even more potent.

And in yet another study, where light traps were 

baited with carbon dioxide, researchers were able to 
establish that one of the three mosquitoes that spread 
malaria – the anopheles gambiae mosquito – bites 
their hosts at night.

All about the smell
Efforts to understand what attracts the Aedes aegypti 
mosquitoes has been researched in ernest over the 
past 12 years.

The challenge with many previous studies is that 
most were conducted on samples in laboratories and 
not in the field. We set about conducting our tests 
in the field. In addition, we wanted to test the entire 
body odour and not just the breathe.

We did two studies. In the first, we used samples 
of body odour from used socks and worn t-shirts in 
bait traps in the field. When we compared them to the 
commercial versions of the traps, we found that the 
mosquitoes were more attracted to the body odour 
traps.

Once we established this, we then analysed the 
body odour and identified most potent chemical 
compounds. These were from four major chemical 
groups: the aldehydes, fatty acids, ketones and alco-
hols.

Aldehydes and fatty acids dominate human odour 
profiles. But each person has a unique chemical com-

pound profile, with different ratios of the four groups 
of compounds. This means that different people offer 
different levels of attractiveness to a mosquito.

The chemical compound profile also changes 
at different points of the body of an individual. This 
makes certain parts of the body more or less attrac-
tive to the mosquito.

Our second study took these compounds into 
baited traps. We found that when the compounds 
were combined with carbon dioxide, they sharpened 
the body odours that mosquitoes were able to pick up 
using their antennae.

Our results suggest that there are additional 
chemical compound candidates that could be com-
mercialised to attract mosquitoes, particularly Aedes 
aegypti.

Trap bait
Ultimately, our findings could lead to a technology 
made from compounds that come from human body 
odours to lure and kill mosquitoes that spread the 
dengue and chikungunya viruses.

For now our next steps are to identify the other 
compounds in body odour that could also attract 
mosquitoes. Once these are identified they will need 
to be tested to see if they are also capable of being 
used as super bait for mosquitoes.

$5 Trillion Economy: Government Must Be the Great Enabler 

US Gun Control Debate: Is the Right to Own a Weapon Greater Than the Right to Live?

How We Pinned Down What Attracts Mosquitoes that Carry Dengue Fever
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President Ram Nath Kovind PTI

Devotees pay last respect to Shankaracharya Jayendra Saraswathi, the 69th pontiff of the Kanchi Mutt, 
in Kanchipuram on Wednesday.

PTI

Smriti Irani suggests using jute 
in infra, smart city projects 

India, Israel to fight 
terrorism together

India proud of braveheart Neerja Bhanot — Kovind

CS ‘assault’: Delhi officers, 
employees ‘March for Dignity’

Kanchi seer Jayendra Saraswati dead, condolences pour in

Use blockchain technology to prevent PNB type fraud: Expert

Kolkata, Feb. 28 (ianS): 
Pitching for diversifica-
tion of jute products, Un-
ion Textiles Minister Sm-
riti Irani on Wednesday 
said there is a need to look 
at the potential of jute for 
the building of smart cit-
ies and infrastructure.

“Today, when we talk 
about diversification of 
jute products, we look 
at not only card holder, 
shopping bag, etc., but 
also look at the poten-
tial of jute for building 
of smart cities and in-
frastructure,” she said at 
the 27th Technological 
Conference organised 
by the Indian Jute Indus-
tries’ Research Associa-
tion (IJIRA).

According to her, the 
industry stands at Rs 
10,000 crore at valuation 
but has a huge potential 
to grow.

Emphasising on the 
need for research and de-
velopment in geo-textiles, 

she said the scientific data 
can infuse confidence 
in industr y partners 
and ministries like Road 
Transport and also pro-
vide enough impetus to 
include geo-textiles for 
building infrastructure.

With the interven-
tion of IJIRA’s ‘Subhra’, a 
biochemical formulation, 
the industry has seen the 
faster jute retting process 
and the labour intensity 
for retting has come down 
to 7-10 days, Irani said.

Along with the reduc-
ing number of manhours 
in the retting process, the 
formulation ensured the 
grade of jute output has 
increased by 1-1.5 times, 
she said.

She also touched upon 
the need for improvement 
of quality raw jute.

“We are the biggest 
producer of jute. But why 
would not we compete 
at the same level with 
Bangladesh? If you look 

at the Bangladesh busi-
ness model, they have 
diversified jute products,” 
she said.

Speaking at an inter-
active session here on 
Tuesday late evening, she 
said, “On the Indian Jute 
Industry, why would not 
you diversify in terms of 
product range as much 
as Bangladesh does? The 
industry said the problem 
begins with the quality of 
raw jute.”

According to Irani, 
jute has been used for 
the building of roads and 
studies have validated 
the life-span of the roads 
increases with the use of 
jute materials. The golden 
fibre has also been ef-
fective in checking soil 
erosion.

“We need to empha-
sise on jute to be used 
for purposes of building 
infrastructure purposes, 
like roads and river em-
bankment,” she said.

In 2017-18 for the 
minimum support price 
operation, the Jute Corpo-
ration of India has spent 
Rs 46.78 crore till now.

The Ministry has a 
scheme for promoting 
the use of geo-textiles in 
the northeast and has 
sanctioned close to Rs 427 
crore especially for this 
initiative, she said.

Irani also said she was 
in favour of standardisa-
tion of technical textiles.

“Our definition of tech-
nical textiles varies from 
the international defini-
tion. Hence, I have asked 
industry associations to 
come up with definition, 
parameters which are ap-
plicable and acceptable 
internationally.

“When we talk about 
influencing the global 
markets, your standard 
has to be same with inter-
national standard. Then, 
the acceptability increas-
es,” she added.

new Delhi, Feb. 28 (ianS): India and Is-
rael on Wednesday agreed to jointly fight 
against non-state actors and modernise 
the police forces.

At a two-day meeting of the Joint Steer-
ing Committee on Homeland and Public 
Security of India and Israel that concluded 
in New Delhi, “both sides agreed to work 
out the modalities to address these issues”, 
the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) said in 
a statement. The Prime Ministers of both 
the countries have followed the resolve 
to address the issues of terrorism, border 
management and security cooperation, 
the statement added.

Ministry of Home Affairs Additional 
Secretary T.V.S.N. Prasad headed the Indi-
an delegation, while the Israeli delegation 
was led by Daniel Carmon, the Ambas-
sador of Israel.

“The delegations had inter-ministerial 
representations from both sides,” the 
MHA said.

Chandigarh, Feb. 28 
(ianS): President Ram 
Nath Kovind on Wednes-
day praised city brave-
heart flight purser Neerja 
Bhanot, saying the coun-
try was proud of her.

“There is a long list of 
women achievers from 
Chandigarh. But if I have 
to take one name I will 
mention Neerja Bhanot,” 
said Kovind in his address 
at the MCM DAV College 
for Women in Chandigarh 
at its Golden Jubilee cel-
ebrations.

“In 1986, she foiled the 
plans of terrorists with 
her bravery and saved 359 
air passengers. Not just 
Chandigarh, but the en-

tire nation is proud of her, 
who laid down her life for 
the safety of others,” said 
Kovind.

She gave up her life, 
two days before she would 
have turned 23, to save 
travellers during a ter-
rorist-hijack of a Pan-Am 
flight at Karachi Interna-
tional Airport in Pakistan 
on September 5, 1986.

Neerja, who was the 
senior flight purser of Pan-
Am 73 (Bombay-Karachi-
Frankfurt-New York) flight, 
was killed in the shootout 
following the hijack. Pales-
tinian terrorists from the 
Abu Nidal terrorist group 
had entered the aircraft 
posing as Pakistani Police 

New Delhi, Feb. 28 (IANS): 
As a mark of protest against the 
alleged attack on Chief Secre-
tary Anshu Prakash by two Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) legislators, 
top Delhi government bureau-
crats and its employees took out 
a “March for Dignity” here on 
Wednesday.

The march, led by the Chief 
Secretary, started from the Delhi 
Secretariat and ended at Raj 
Ghat, which saw participation 
by around 800-900 officers and 
employees holding candles in 
their hands.

Last week, the Chief Secre-
tary alleged that he was beaten 
up by AAP MLA Amanatullah 
Khan and another party MLA 
in the presence of Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal at the Chief 

Minister’s residence here on 
February 19 night, where he had 
been called for a meeting.

Speaking to reporters after 
the march, the Government 
Employees Joint Forum reiter-
ated their demand of a “written 
public apology” from the Chief 
Minister.

The forum said that they 
would continue to not attend 
meetings or talk to ministers 
over phone and that they would 
contact ministers and MLAs 
only through the written chan-
nel till Kejriwal tenders a “writ-
ten public apology”.

Manoj Parida, Principal Sec-
retary (Home) and S.N. Sahai, 
Principal Secretary (Finance) 
were among the top bureaucrats 
who took part in the march.

Kanchipuram, Feb. 28 
(ianS): Jayendra Saras-
wati, who broad based the 
activities of the Sankara 
Mutt with inclusive activi-
ties, died here on Wednes-
day in a private hospital. 
He was 82.

The 69th pontiff of the 
Mutt, established by Adi 
Shankaracharya in the 
8th century, was ailing 
for quite some time. He 
was admitted to a private 
hospital here early on 
Wednesday after he com-
plained of breathlessness.

Doctors said the pon-
tiff died following cardiac 
arrest. His last rites will be 
conducted on Thursday 
and his body will be in-
terred in the Mutt premis-
es itself in accordance 
with traditions followed 
for Hindu seers.

The mortal remains of 
Jayendra Saraswati were 
kept at the Nandavanam 
in Kanchi mutt for devo-
tees to offer their prayers. 

He would be given 
‘maha samadhi’ at the 
Nandavanam, near the 
Chandrasekarendra Sara-
wathi Swami’s. Meanwhile, 
junior pontiff Vijayendra 
Sarawati was elevated and 
given the charge of head-
ing the mutt.

Born Subramaniyam 
Mahadevan on July 18, 
1935, in Irulneekki in 
erstwhile Thanjavur dis-
trict, Jayendra Saraswathi 
was anointed successor 
to the Mutt by Sri Chan-
drasekarendra Saraswati 
Swamigal and was given 
the title Sri Jayendra Sar-
aswati on March 22, 1954. 

Jayendra Saraswati had 
a huge following in South 
India and had sought to 
play the role of a mediator 
in the Ram Janmabhoomi 
dispute during the BJP 
governments headed by 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee be-
tween 1998 and 2004. 

He was also mired in 
controversy when he was 
arrested in 2004 during 
the regime of late J. Jay-
alalithaa and made an 
accused in the murder of 
Sankararaman, an official 
of the famous Varadharaja 
Perumal Temple in Kan-
chipuram.

He, along with junior 
pontiff of the Mutt Vijay-
endra Saraswati and 21 
others, was acquitted by 
a court in 2013 in neigh-
bour ing  Puducherr y 
where the case was trans-
ferred from Tamil Nadu.

Another controversy 
in which he was involved 
was in August 1987 when 
Jayendra Saraswati sud-
denly decided to leave 
the mutt. After spending 
17 days in Tala Cauvery 
in Kodagu in Karnataka, 
he returned to the Mutt 
to a warm welcome by 
thousands of devotees. He 
then kick-started his social 
organisation, Jana Kalyan.

Jayendra Saraswati 
sought to diversify the 
activities of the Sankara 
Mutt, which was largely 
run on orthodox lines 
for long, by entering into 
charitable activities. It ran 
several schools, eye clinics 
and hospitals.

He had his spiritual 
tutelage from ‘Maha Peri-
yava’ Chandrasekarendra 
Saraswati and travelled 

new Delhi, Feb. 28 (ianS): 
With Indian industry calling 
for adopting hi-tech control 
systems to check financial 
frauds, a foreign data protec-
tion expert has suggested 
that blockchain technology 
be used to prevent scams like 
the one unearthed in Punjab 
National Bank.

“Blockchain is the under-
lying technology of Bitcoin 
(and other crytocurrencies) 
which gets its name from the 
mathematical representa-
tions of blocks of transaction 
data, chained together to 
guarantee immutability of 
stored information,” Russian 
born Singaporean business-
man, Serguei Beloussov told 
IANS in an interview. 

The Indian government 
has sounded an alarm lik-
ening cryptocurrencies to 
Ponzi schemes designed to 
dupe gullible investors. How-

ever, experts advise that the 
technology undelying such 
cryptocurrencies can be put 
to good use. The benefits of 
Blockchain for users include 
those of “data unmutability, 
verifiability, security and pri-
vacy,” Beloussov said. 

The Rs 12,600 crore scam 
in state-run Punjab National 
Bank (PNB) in the Nirav Modi 
case involved using letters of 
undertaking (LoUs) which 
were issued in favour of the 
accused by bank employ-
ees who misused their ac-
cess to PNB’s SWIFT -- the 
electronic messaging system 
used for overseas funds trans-
fers. None of these fraudulent 
transactions were registered 
on the bank’s internal trans-
action messaging system, the 
Core Banking Solution (CBS), 
enabling the fraud to go un-
detected for long.

While standard encryption 

is applicable to messages sent 
via the Society for Worldwide 
Interbank Financial Telecom-
munications (SWIFT), the 
system is not infallible and is 
vulnerable to hacking, accord-
ing to Beloussov, chairman of 
the Russian Quantum Center 
(RQC), and Co-founder and 
Chief Executive of Acronis, a 
data protection multinational 
headquartered in Singapore. 

A Phd from the Moscow 
Institute of Physics and Tech-
nology, Beloussov said it was 
the very success of cryptocur-
rencies, ironically, that had 
sidelined blockchain some-
what. “People were thinking 
that 2017 will be the year of 
blockchain...that the tech-
nology would get decoupled 
from Bitcoin and would be 
used everywhere,” he said. 

He offered the best anal-
ogy for the current state of 
Blockchain as being “the early 

internet days, when Internet 
was just one of the networks 
you could use to access infor-
mation.”

Besides cryptocurrencies, 
Beloussov, pointed to smart 
contracts as another growing 
area of blockchain applica-
tion. “Many blockchain im-
plementations now include 
smart contracts as part of the 
platform,” he said. 

“It allows storing compu-
ter code in the blockchain 
that could act on any digital 
assets recorded on the plat-
form, verify that specified 
contractual conditions are 
met and automatically per-
form or roll-back transactions 
with these digital assets,” he 
added.

Blockchain technology 
allows entrepreneurs to in-
corporate their businesses on 
a digital distributed ledger, 
removing intermediaries in 

traditional processes and re-
ducing friction, he said.

“In tomorrow’s digital 
world, these assets do not 
have to be purely monetary. 
It could be education record 
and certificates, company 
structure and governance 
or simply your digital iden-
tity that could be portable 
between banks and corpora-
tions and yet remain private 
and secure,” he said. 

Last week, the top indus-
try chambers called for basic 
changes in the banking sector to 
prevent scams, including bring-
ing in the latest technology.

“Government, regulators 
and industry must act fast to 
address systemic risks in the 
financial sector. The key solu-
tions for the banking sector 
are better management and 
operational efficiencies, use 
of technology such as block-
chain and big data analytics, 

and lowering government 
shareholding in public sector 
banks,” Confederation of In-
dian Industry (CII) President 
Shobana Kamineni said in a 
statement earlier. 

She noted that “some 
banks are already deploying 
artificial intelligence, big data 
and blockchain technologies 
to better regulate their opera-
tions.” 

While blockchain secures 
data with traditional digital 
signatures, the Russian Quan-
tum Centre (RQC) has taken a 
step ahead into the future by 
developing quantum com-
munications or quantum 
cryptography, to secure sys-
tems against the threat posed 
by quantum computers. 

While a normal compu-
ter makes calculations se-
quentially, one at a time, a 
quantum computer would be 
able to process information 

simultaneously, thus making 
it much more powerful.

Last  year,  Russia an-
nounced the development 
of the world’s first quantum 
blockchain which allows us-
ing a quantum cryptography 
and quantum data transfer 
system to protect databases 
from hacking. RQC says this 
device will be ready for indus-
trial use by this year. 

The quantum-secured 
blockchain works as a decen-
tralised distribted database 
to protect against malicious 
modifications of things like 
cryptocurrencies and smart 
contracts. 

The technology has al-
ready been tested by the 
RQC in one of Russia’s largest 
banks -- Gazprombank, by 
creating a three-node quan-
tum network between the 
branches of the bank in the 
Moscow region. 

the length and breadth of 
the country with his guru. 

In January 1994, when 
Chandrasekharendra Sar-
aswati attained siddhi, Jay-
endra Saraswati formally 
took over as the head of 
the Kanchi Mutt. There 
began a spiritual journey 
that saw several highs and 
lows for the institution. 

As news of his death 
spread, a pall of gloom 
decended on the Kanchi 
mutt with hundreds of his 
followers thronging the 
mutt to pay their homage. 

A host of national 
leaders and even political 
leaders in Tamil Nadu, 
who had differences with 
Jayendra Saraswati and 
the Mutt, condoled his 
demise.

President Ram Nath 
Kovind, Vice President M. 
Venkaiah Naidu and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
were among those who ex-
pressed their condolences.

Meanwhile, the mortal 
remains of the seer are 
kept in the Sankara Mutt 
in Kanchipuram so that 
people can pay homage.

Expressing his con-
dolences, President Ram 
Nath Kovind tweeted: “Sad 
to hear of the passing of 
Jayendra Saraswatiji, the 
Shankaracharya of Kanchi 
Kamakoti Peetam. Our 
country has lost a spiritual 
leader and social reformer 
of rare eminence. My con-
dolences to his countless 
disciples and followers.”

Prime Minister Modi 
also shared on the social 
media an old picture of his 
with the seer along with a 
condolence message.

“Deeply anguished by 
the passing away of Achar-
ya of Sri Kanchi Kamakoti 
Peetam Jagadguru Puj-
yashri Jayendra Saraswati 
Shankaracharya. He will 
live on in the hearts and 
minds of lakhs of devotees 
due to his exemplary serv-
ice and noblest thoughts. 
Om Shanti to the departed 
soul,” Modi said.

“Jagadguru Pujyashri 
Jayendra Saraswathi 
Shankaracharya was at the 
forefront of innumerable 
community service initia-
tives. He nurtured institu-
tions which transformed 

the lives of the poor and 
downtrodden,” he added.

Congress President Ra-
hul Gandhi said he was 
“saddened” to hear about 
the death of the Kanchi 
seer.

“I am saddened to hear 
about the death of Jagad-
guru Pujyashri Jayendra 
Saraswati Shankaracharya 
of the Kanchi Kamakoti 
Peetham,” Gandhi wrote 
on Twitter. 

“He was revered by la-
khs of believers all over the 
world for his teachings. 
May his soul rest in peace,” 
the Congress President 
added.

Senior  BJP leader 
and former Union Home 
Minister L.K. Advani in 
his condolence message 
said that he knew the seer 
closely who played a key 
role in defusing acrimony 
between the Hindu and 
Muslim communities over 
the Babri Masjid dispute.

“I had the privilege of 
knowing Jayendra Saras-
wati Swamiji very closely. 
Our association became 
closer during the rule of 
NDA-I, when I was the 
Minister of Home Affairs 
in the government headed 
by Atal Bihari Vajpayeeji,” 
Advani said in a written 
message.

“Swamiji proactively 
initiated a dialogue with 
various religious and so-
cial leaders of the Muslim 
community to evolve an 
amicable solution to the 
Ayodhya dispute. This dia-
logue helped a lot in pro-
moting mutual trust and 
goodwill between Hindu 
and Muslim communi-
ties,” he added.

The BJP veteran said he 
joined millions of devotees 
of the Kanchi Kamakoti 
Mutt in “offering prayers to 
the Almighty and in seek-
ing peace to the departed 
soul”.

Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley said: “Deeply sad-
dened by the demise of 
Jayendra Saraswatiji, the 
Shankaracharya of the 
Kanchipuram Kamakoti 
Peetam math. With his de-
mise we have lost a great 
saint of present times, 
who has been a guiding 
force for the millions. My 

prayers for the liberated 
soul.”

West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee 
tweeted: “Saddened at the 
Mahasamadhi of Kanchi 
Acharya Pujya Jayendra 
Saraswatiji.”

Tamil Nadu Governor 
Banwarilal Purohit and 
leaders of political parties 
on Wednesday expressed 
their condolences. 

In a statement, Purohit 
said: “Yesterday only I have 
met him and got blessings 
of Sankaracharyaji.

“During his period, 
Jagadguru Sankaracharya 
had started many schools, 
eye clinics and hospital, 
Childs Trust Hospital, Hin-
du Mission Hospital, Tamil 
Nadu Hospital and other 
public welfare institutions 
for the welfare of the soci-
ety. His death is a great loss 
to the society particularly 
to his followers,” he added.

Former Union Minis-
ter and PMK leader An-
bumani Ramadoss said 
the pontiff had moved 
well with the people and 
his death is a great loss to 
those who are associated 
with him.

D M K  l e a d e r 
M.K.Stalin, in his message, 
condoled the demise of 
Sankara Mutt pontiff and 
conveyed his condolences 
to those who are close to 
Jayendra Saraswati.

The Tamil Nadu unit 
Chief of BJP Tamilisai 
Soundararajan said the 
nation has lost a spiritual 
leader with a nationalist 
outlook.

She said the seer got 
down to the ground and 
worked against the con-
version of downtrodden 
people.

He also set up several 
educational institutions 
and hospitals by going be-
yond the spiritual calling, 
she said.

T h e  R a s h t r i y a 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
condoled the seer’s death 
and said Jayendra Saras-
wati served for protection 
of Hindu Dharma, Hindu 
culture and uplift of Hindu 
society. It is a great loss not 
only to Tamil Nadu but 
also to the entire Hindu 
society.

personnel, carrying arms 
and hand grenades.

The hijack had left 20 
people dead and 150 in-
jured after a bloodbath at 
Karachi airport.

Praising the architec-
tural planning of the city, 
Kovind said: “Chandigarh 
is the first planned city 
of India. It is an example 
of ‘Harit Bharat’, ‘Swachh 
Bharat’  and ‘Swasth 
Bharat’. The citizens have 
contributed a lot to its 
present form.”

On women empower-
ment, the President said, 
“In the male-dominated 
society, women have to 
face a lot of obstacles.”

“But how can they 
come out of it? In my un-
derstanding, if parents and 
families allow freedom 
to think freely and allow 
them to gain experience 
in new fields, it would en-
hance their confidence.”

“Flying Officer Avani 
Chaturvedi alone flew the 
fighter jet last year. Hary-
ana’s Phogat sisters have 
also shown that no field is 
taboo for the daughters. If 

parents of P.V. Sindhu, Sa-
nia Mirza, Sania Nehwal, 
and Aruna Reddy had not 
granted them freedom, 
exposure, and encourage-
ment, how would they 
achieve success,” he said.

“Women have to at-
tend to family duties. 
But these responsibili-
ties shouldn’t become 
obstacles in their lives. 
Manipur’s Mary Kom con-
tinued to play and win de-
spite entering into a mar-
ried life. She is a source 
of inspiration for Indian 
women.”

In his address, he also 
talked about the Rock Gar-
den, a fantasy garden that 
was developed by the art 
of creating figures from 
waste material discarded 
by people.

“This city has done ex-
ceptionally well when it 
comes to disposing off 
waste and the example is 
Nek Chand’s Rock Garden. 
The planners of the city are 
behind it. From the very 
beginning, there is a focus 
on recycling, reuse, and 
rejuvenation,” he added.
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Afghan President Ashraf Ghani, center, poses for a group photo with delegates during the 2nd Kabul Process conference at the Presi-
dential Palace in Kabul, Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2018. Ghani is calling on the Taliban to take part in peace talks to “save the country.”

Church at Jesus’s traditional 
burial site reopens after protest

North Korea helping Syrian 
chemical war — Report

Lanka’s NP council seeks int’l court 
to probe war crime allegations

Death toll in Egypt’s train accident rises to 15 Afghanistan offers Taliban political recognition, peace talks

3 Nobel laureates 
blame Suu Kyi for 
Rohingya crisis

Canadian PM stands by official who suggested ‘factions’ in India ‘sabotaged’ his trip

Jerusalem, Feb. 28 (PTI/AFP): 
The Jerusalem church built at 
the site many see as the holiest 
in Christianity reopened today 
after a three-day closure to pro-
test against Israeli measures had 
left thousands of visitors locked 
outside.

The two men who act as keep-
ers of the key of the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre opened its large 
wooden doors at around 4:00 am, 
ending the protest that began on 
Sunday at noon.

Shortly afterwards, a group of 
pilgrims emerged from the still 
darkened corridors of Jerusalem’s 
Old City to visit the sacred site.

“We prayed in front of the 
doors every day since Sunday,” 
said Francois-Roch Ferlet, a 
29-year-old visiting with a group 
of 50 people from France, stand-
ing near the ornate shrine encas-
ing the traditional site of Jesus’s 
tomb inside the church.

They were due to leave later 
on Wednesday and were relieved 
they were able to visit.

The church is built where 
Christians believe Jesus was cru-
cified, buried and resurrected. 
Custody of it is shared by the 
Greek Orthodox, Armenian and 
Roman Catholic denominations.

The closure seemed to be the 
longest since at least 1990.

Christian leaders decided to 
reopen the church after Israel 
yesterday suspended tax meas-
ures they strongly oppose.

A proposed law that Christian 
leaders say would allow Israel to 
expropriate church land is also to 
be shelved.

A statement from Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu’s office 
said a “professional team” would 
be appointed to come up with 
a solution to the tax measures 
imposed by Israeli authorities in 
Jerusalem.

Israeli Regional Cooperation 
Minister Tzachi Hanegbi will also 
look into the issue of land sales 
in Jerusalem by Christian bodies, 
which prompted the proposed 
law that is now also suspended.

Christian leaders are in part 
angry over attempts by Israeli au-
thorities in Jerusalem to enforce 
tax collection on church property 
they consider commercial, saying 
exemptions only apply to places 
of worship or religious teaching.

Jerusalem Mayor Nir Barkat 
says the city is due 650 million 
shekels (USD 186 million) in 
uncollected taxes on church 
properties.

He stresses the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre and all other 
churches are exempt, with the 
changes only affecting establish-
ments like “hotels, halls and busi-
nesses” owned by churches.

Christian leaders say the 
measure jeopardises their ability 
to conduct their work, which also 
includes social services to those 
in need.

A separate controversial bill 
seeks to allay fears of Israelis who 
live in homes on lands previ-
ously held by the Greek Orthodox 
Church and which were sold to 
private developers, according 
to the lawmaker proposing the 
legislation.

The bill would allow certain 
lands sold by the Greek Orthodox 
Church to be handed over to the 
state, which would then compen-
sate those who bought it from the 
church.

“This reminds us all of laws 
of a similar nature which were 
enacted against the Jews during 
a dark period in Europe,” Chris-
tian leaders said in a statement 
on Sunday.

Recent land sales by the Greek 
Orthodox Church -- a major 
landowner in Jerusalem -- to 
unknown buyers have drawn fire 

from both Israelis and Palestin-
ians.

Palestinians fear the sales 
will favour Israeli settlement 
construction in east Jerusalem, 
while Israelis are concerned over 
private developers’ intentions for 
the land.

The dispute over the taxes 
and proposed law is also linked 
to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

The church is located in Israe-
li-annexed east Jerusalem, which 
the Palestinians see as the capital 
of their future state. Israel sees 
the whole city as its undivided 
capital.

Christians in Jerusalem are 
mainly Palestinians and Arab 
Israelis.

The decision to close the 
church was extremely rare.

In 1990, Christian sites in-
cluding the Holy Sepulchre were 
closed for a day to protest the 
installation of Jewish settlers near 
the church. 

Christian sites were shut for 
two days in 1999 to protest at 
the planned construction of a 
mosque near Nazareth’s Church 
of the Annunciation, where tra-
dition holds the Angel Gabriel 
announced to Mary she was to 
become the mother of Jesus. 

Washington, Feb. 28 
(IANS): North Korea has 
been sending equipment 
to Syria that could be 
used in chemical weap-
ons manufacturing, the 
US media reported citing 
findings by UN experts.

The materials include 
acid-resistant tiles, valves 
and pipes, the BBC said 
on Wednesday quoting the 
media reports.

The New York Times 
quoted the as-yet-unre-
leased UN report that also 
said that Pyongyang’s mis-
sile specialists have been 
seen at Syrian weapon-
making facilities. 

The allegations come 
after new reports of chlo-
rine gas being used by 
Syrian forces came to light. 
The Syrian government 
has denied the charges.

North Korea is under 
international sanctions 
over its nuclear pro-
gramme. The supplies 
reported to have been 
illicitly sent to Syria by 
Pyongyang included high-
heat, acid-resistant tiles, 
corrosion-resistant valves 
and thermometers. 

The tiles are said to be 

used to construct facilities 
where chemical weapons 
are produced, the BBC 
said. Five shipments were 
sent to Syria via a Chinese 
trading firm during late 
2016 and early 2017, the 
Wall Street Journal said. 
They are allegedly part of 
dozens of shipments over 
several years.

The Scientific Stud-
ies and Research Centre 
(SSRC) -- a Syrian govern-
ment agency -- is said to 
have paid the Kim Jong-
un regime via a number 
of front companies, the 
newspaper reports.

The report, also seen 
by the Washington Post, 
was compiled by the UN 
Panel of Experts, which as-
sesses North Korea’s com-
pliance with UN resolu-
tions, the BBC said.

In a September 2017 
report, which is publicly 
available, the group said 
it was “investigating re-
ported prohibited chemi-
cal, ballistic missile and 
conventional arms coop-
eration” between Syria and 
North Korea.

It said that two UN 
member states had inter-

cepted shipments bound 
for Syria, and that the 
goods were suspected to 
be supplied by North Ko-
rea’s main arms exporter 
as part of a contract with 
front companies repre-
senting the SSRC.

U N  s p o k e s m a n 
Stephane Dujarric did not 
say whether the leaked re-
port would be published, 
but told the New York 
Times: “I think the over-
arching message is that all 
member states have a duty 
and responsibility to abide 
by the sanctions that are in 
place.” The Syrian govern-
ment was reported to have 
told the UN panel that 
the only North Koreans 
present in Syria are sports 
coaches and athletes.

Syria signed up to the 
Chemical Weapons Con-
vention and agreed to 
have its declared chemical 
weapons stock destroyed 
in 2013 after a sarin gas 
attack killed hundreds of 
people in Ghouta. 

It has been accused of 
repeatedly using banned 
chemical weapons in the 
civil war since then, the 
BBC said.

Colombo, Feb. 28 (PTI): 
Sri Lanka’s Northern Prov-
ince Council has passed a 
resolution requesting the 
UN Human Right Council 
to establish an Interna-
tional Court to investigate 
allegations of war crimes 
against the armed forces 
during the decade-long civil 
war between the LTTE and 
the Army. The resolution, 
which was submitted by the 
Northern Provincial Coun-
cilor MK Shivajilingam, 
was passed with a majority 
at the 117th council session 
held yesterday, Tamil politi-
cal sources said.

Shivajilingam said the 
government had failed to 
take action to probe into 
war crime charges despite 
the UNHRC resolutions 
passed since 2013.

“This council calls upon 
the UN and the internation-
al community to require Sri 
Lanka to ratify the Rome 
statute as recommended by 
the OHCHR investigation 

on Sri Lanka,” the resolu-
tion said. It also urged India, 
US and European Union to 
mediate a political solution 
in Sri Lanka “recognising 
that the Tamil people are 
a Nation with their tradi-
tional homeland in the con-
tiguous north East region 
of Sri Lanka.”  The council 
resolution came as the UN-
HRC began its 37th session 
on February 26. A report 
submitted by its chief Zeid 
Raad Al Hussein advocated 
application of universal 
jurisdiction on Sri Lanka to 
ensure accountability.

Sri Lankan troops and 
the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) have 
faced international con-
demnation for alleged hu-
man rights violations dur-
ing the long-drawn conflict.

The UNHRC in three 
successive resolutions has 
urged for independent in-
ternational investigation 
into alleged abuses blamed 
on both sides. Sri Lanka is 

averse to setting up of an 
international hybrid court 
with local and foreign judg-
es to investigate the alleged 
war crimes committed by 
the government troops and 
the LTTE in the last phase of 
the conflict.

The island country has 
a population of 18.5 mil-
lion of whom the major-
ity are Sinhalese (74 per 
cent). Other ethnic groups 
are made up of Sri Lankan 
Tamils (12.6 per cent), In-
dian Tamils (5.5 per cent).

According to the gov-
ernment figures, around 
20,000 people are missing 
due to various conflicts, 
including the civil war with 
Lankan Tamils in the north 
and east which claimed at 
least 1,00,000 lives. 

The LTTE, which led the 
separatist war for a separate 
Tamil homeland, was fi-
nally crushed by the Lankan 
military in 2009 with the 
death its supremo Velupillai 
Prabhakaran.

Cairo, Feb. 28 (IANS): At least 15 people 
were killed and 40 injured on Wednes-
day in a collision between two trains in 
Beheira province, north of the capital 
Cairo, the Egyptian Health Ministry 
said in a statement.

“The number of victims of Beheira 
train crash mounted to 15 dead and 
40 wounded so far,” MENA quoted the 
Transport Ministry’s spokesman Mo-
hamed Ezz as saying.

Transport Minister Hesham Arafat 
hurried to the accident site to oversee 
developments, according to the Egyp-

tian state TV.
Beheira security chief Alaa El-Din 

Abdel-Fattah explained earlier on 
Wednesday that the accident took 
place as two cabins derailed from a 
passenger train and hit a cargo train in 
Kom Hamada district of Beheira. 

Health Ministry’s spokesman Kha-
led Megahed said that more than 30 
ambulances have rushed to the crash 
site to move the injured people to 
nearby hospitals.

“They raised the alert to utmost 
degree in the province’s hospitals of 

Damanhour, Wady al-Natroun and 
Kafr al-Dawwar to receive any cases,” 
Megahed said in the statement.

Egypt’s public prosecutor assigned 
an engineering committee to find out 
the reasons behind the crash.

Egypt has witnessed a number of 
deadly train accidents over the past few 
years in which hundreds were killed 
and injured. 

Last August, the collision of two 
trains in the coastal province of Alex-
andria left at least 49 dead and more 
than 100 injured.

Kabul, Feb. 28 (IANS): Afghan 
President Mohammad Ashraf 
Ghani outlined a new peace map 
on Wednesday during an interna-
tional meeting, which is aimed at 
finding negotiated settlement to 
the country’s lingering crisis.

“The Afghan government of-
fers peace talks to the Taliban 
without any preconditions,” 
Ghani told participants at the 
Kabul Process for Peace and Secu-
rity Cooperation meeting, Xinhua 
reported.

The Afghan President said 
the new measures for the peace 
and reconciliation efforts include 
a ceasefire, recognition of the 
Taliban as a political party, mak-
ing efforts for a transitional trust 
building process as well as holding 
free and fair elections.

“If we did not have the confi-
dence and assurance that a peace-
ful and stable future is within our 
grasp, we might have lost the 
will to forge ahead in the face of 
such brutality that is being waged 
against our people,” Ghani said.

However, the President noted 
the government was seeking “to 

strike a truthful and sustainable 
peace deal with conciliatory Tali-
ban,” and the armed apposition 
who have had links with interna-
tional or regional terror groups 
will not be accepted.

“To support an Afghan vision 
for peace, the strongest commit-
ment of regional partners and key 
stakeholders is now needed more 
than ever,” he said.

Ghani also said that in efforts 
to reach a peace settlement, the 
Afghan government was ready 
for amendment in the country’s 
constitution based on the articles 
of the constitution.

Measures must be taken to 
reintegrate the armed opposi-
tion members, who renounces 
violence and joins peace process, 
and the refugees who return from 
neighbouring countries, he noted.

Releasing Taliban prisoners 
and removing some Taliban lead-
ers’ names from international 
sanction lists as well as opening an 
office for Taliban in Kabul or other 
Afghan cities were also included 
in the new peace map, according 
to Ghani.

The announcement came 
one day after the Taliban said it 
was ready to talk with the US over 
Afghan crisis but not with the 
Afghan government or its peace 
council.

Over the past years, the in-
surgent group has categorically 
rejected the peace offer, saying 
there will be no talks until foreign 
troops leave the country.

Since 2015, Afghan security 
forces have assumed the full se-
curity mission from NATO and US 
forces, but around 16,000 foreign 
troops have remained to train and 
assist local security forces in their 
fight against the insurgents.

The Wednesday’s meeting was 
the second of such conference 
held in Kabul over the past one 
year. The previous Kabul confer-
ence was held in June 2017. Dele-
gates from more than 20 countries 
and international organisations 
attended the Kabul conference.

The latest move for peace 
comes as scores of security force 
members and civilians have been 
killed in strings of deadly terror 
attacks across the country.

Dhaka, Feb. 28 (PTI/AP): Three 
Nobel Peace laureates have ac-
cused Myanmar leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi and the nation’s 
military of genocide for their 
role in violence that has forced 
hundreds of thousands of Ro-
hingya Muslims to flee to Bang-
ladesh.

The laureates, who are in 
Bangladesh to visit sprawl-
ing refugee camps, said at a 
news conference in Dhaka on 
Wednesday that their fellow 
Nobel Peace laureate Suu Kyi 
cannot avoid responsibility.

One of the laureates, Yemen’s 
Tawakkol Karman, urged Suu 
Kyi to “wake up” or “face pros-
ecution.” Her two colleagues 
Northern Ireland’s Mairead 
Maguire and Iran’s Shirin Ebadi 
promised to work to bring those 
responsible to justice.

Some 700,000 Rohingya 
have fled to Bangladesh since 
late August, when Myanmar’s 
military retaliated following 
attacks on security posts by an 
insurgent group.

Ottawa, Feb. 28 (PTI): Cana-
dian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau is standing by a senior 
government official who sug-
gested that a convicted Sikh 
terrorist’s presence at a formal 
dinner was arranged by “fac-
tions within the Indian gov-
ernment to sabotage” his visit 
to India, according to media 
reports today.

During his first question 
period since arriving back 
in Canada, opposition MPs 
grilled Trudeau yesterday 
about invitations issued to 
Jaspal Atwal - a Sikh convicted 
of attempting to assassinate 
an Indian cabinet minister in 
1986 - to attend two events 
with him in India, The Star 
reported today.

In a background briefing 
arranged by the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office, a government of-
ficial last week suggested that 
Atwal’s presence was arranged 
by “factions within the Indian 
government who want to pre-
vent Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi from getting too cosy 
with a foreign government 
they believe is not committed 
to a united India,” the paper 
said.

Conservatives identified 
the official as Trudeau’s na-
tional security adviser, Daniel 
Jean, and they pressed Trudeau 
to say whether he agrees with 
Jean’s “conspiracy theory”, it 
said.

“A senior security official 
made these allegations. Does 
the prime minister agree or 
disavow those allegations?” 
asked Opposition Leader An-
drew Scheer.

Trudeau defended the of-
ficial as a member of the pro-
fessional, non-partisan public 
service that provides quality 
advice, the paper said.

He accused the previous 
Conservative government of 
using the public service for 
partisan ends, saying “they 
torqued the public service 
every possible way they could.” 

“And they do not under-
stand that our professional, 
non-partisan public service 
does high quality work. And 
when one of our top diplo-
mats and security officials says 
something to Canadians, it’s 
because they know it to be 
true.” 

Conservative MPs pressed 
Trudeau to provide evidence 

to back the assertion, but it was 
left to Public Safety Minister 
Ralph Goodale to field those 
questions.

“Before our prime minister 
destroys our relationship with 
our ally, the government and 
country of India, will he please 

tell this House what proof he 
has of that allegation?” asked 
Tory MP Candice Bergen.

Goodale said Bergen was 
providing “her interpretation 
of events” and said “her insinu-
ations and her accusations are 
false.” 

New Democrat MP Charlie 
Angus asserted that Atwal who 
has been photographed over 
the years posing with various 
Liberal MPs, ministers and 
leaders, including Trudeau 
himself turned up on the trip 
because his presence was “use-

ful” to local Liberals back in 
Canada.

He accused Trudeau of us-
ing a senior civil servant to 
“spin a conspiracy theory that 
somehow the Indian govern-
ment is trying to make the 
Liberals look bad.” 

“What was the prime min-
ister thinking, putting the 
interests of the Liberal ma-
chine ahead of national secu-
rity, international relations and 
Canada s reputation?” Angus 
demanded.

Atwal, a one-time member 
of a Sikh separatist group that 
is banned in Canada and India 
as a terrorist organisation, was 
convicted of attempting to kill 
Indian cabinet minister Mal-
kiat Singh Sidhu on Vancouver 
Island in 1986.

He was also charged, but 
not convicted, in connection 
with a 1985 attack on Ujjal 
Dosanjh, a staunch opponent 
of the Sikh separatist move-
ment, who later became B.C. 
premier and a federal Liberal 
cabinet minister.

Trudeau s office says At-
wal’s invitation to a party in 
New Delhi was revoked as soon 
as his name was discovered on 

the guest list. However, Atwal 
showed up at a reception ear-
lier in the week in Mumbai and 
was photographed with Sophie 
Gregoire Trudeau, the prime 
minister s wife.

Shortly after endorsing the 
official s theory that factions 
in the Indian government ar-
ranged Atwal s presence to 
embarrass Trudeau, the prime 
minister met with Liberal MP 
Randeep Sarai late yesterday.

Sarai, who had put Atwal 
on the guest list for a reception 
at the residence of Canadian 
High Commissioner Nadir Pa-
tel in India, offered to resign as 
the chair of the party’s Pacific 
caucus after the controversy. 
Trudeau accepted Sarai’s offer.

News of Atwal’s presence 
was an embarrassing setback 
for Trudeau, who had spent 
much of his trip trying to reas-
sure Indian political leaders 
that Canada does not support 
separatist Sikh extremists. 

Infrastructure Minister 
Amarjeet Sohi, who was also 
photographed with Atwal 
in Mumbai, said he had no 
idea who Atwal was and sim-
ply posed for a picture when 
asked.

AP/PTI

FILE PHOTO: Prime Minister Justin Trudeau with wife Sophie Gregoire Trudeau and children on their visit to the Taj Mahal 
in Agra. 
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Joe Jonas sued for car crash
Singer Joe Jonas has been sued by a woman who claimed that his 
assistant crashed his motor into her car. The woman claims the 
assistant was driving Jonas’ 2012 Audi A6 in the heart of Holly-
wood, when she made a left turn in an intersection that resulted 
in a collision with her, reports tmz.com.  The woman claimed she 
was injured in the collision and has endured mental and physical 
pain, incurred medical expenses and lost earnings.The woman’s 
lawyer, Gerald Marcus, said that the Audi was registered to 
Jonas. No police report was filed and there were no wit-
nesses. It’s unclear from the documents if Jonas was 
in the vehicle with his assistant. (IANS)

State honours for Sridevi’s funeral, procession 
is among largest recorded in Mumbai

Adam Scott to return for 
‘Big Little Lies’ season 2

Bond films director Lewis Gilbert dies at 97

Charlie Watts is fine with it if 
the Rolling Stones break up

S
everal lakhs turned up 
to join a long procession 
-- among the largest in 
recent times -- to mark 
the final journey of actress 

Sridevi which started near her 
residence to a crematorium in Vile 
Parle on Wednesday afternoon.

A tall, open truck, fully deco-
rated with white flowers -- her 
favourite colour -- carried her 
body which was first draped in the 
national tricolour and then loaded 
in a glass casket, as cries of ‘Sridevi 
Amar Rahe’ rent the air among her 
fans.

Maharashtra government 

accorded full state honours for 
the funeral of Sridevi -- who was 
conferred a Padma Shri in 2013, 
which included draping her body 
in the national tricolour, elaborate 
arrangements by the Mumbai 
Police and a gun salute before the 
cremation.

Inside the truck was Sridevi 
lying serene with full make-up, a 
large south Indian style vermillion 
and wearing a ceremonial gold 
and maroon coloured Kanjeevar-
am sari. A heavy, large necklace 
adorned her since she died a ‘su-
haagan’ (still married), giving the 
appearance of a resplendent ‘devi’ 

(Goddess) in deep slumber.
Her grieving family members 

including husband Boney Kapoor, 
her step-son Arjun Kapoor and 
brothers-in-law Anil Kapoor and 
Sanjay Kapoor were among those 
who travelled in the truck with the 
body.

The truck slowly negotiated 
the approximately six km passing 
through some of the poshest areas 
of Andheri and Vile Parle suburbs, 
with a massive portrait of Sridevi 
visible from a distance.

Several lakhs of people includ-
ing students, office-goers and oth-
ers accompanied or waited on both 
side of the roads, looked on from 
buildings and bungalow terraces. 
Many climbed on signals and lamp 
posts for a last glimpse of their 

beloved heroine.
In terms of sheer numbers, 

Sridevi’s funeral is estimated 
to have attracted the highest 
number of mourners, ranking 
on par with the previous biggest 
funeral processions of the legen-
dary singer Mohammed Rafi (July 
1980: around a million mourners), 
and India’s first superstar Rajesh 
Khanna (July 2012: a little less than 
a million mourners).

The other big funerals of non-
political personalities in Mumbai 
included those of Raj Kapoor (June 
1988) and Vinod Khanna (April 
2017).

The procession was led by 
several family members, close rela-
tives, friends and even neighbours 
of the Green Acres society where 

the family lived in Lokhandwala 
Complex.

Among the prominent person-
alities who attended the funeral in 
Vile Parle were Amitabh Bachchan, 
Shah Rukh Khan, Randhir Kapoor 
and others who came to bid a final 
goodbye to Sridev

Sridevi’s daughters Janhvi and 
Khushi Kapoor performed the final 
rituals before the body was con-
signed to the flames with husband 
Boney standing nearby.

Earlier, since dawn, thousands 
of teary-eyed fans and admirers 
of the late actress, many carrying 
flowers, had queued up outside 
the Celebration Sports Club at 
Lokhandwala Complex for a final 
‘darshan’ of their idol.

After the flower-bedecked body 

was brought to the club premises 
a steady stream of celebrities 
came in their vehicles and where 
whisked inside to pay their last 
respects.

Among the early callers seen 
were Rekha, Aishwarya Rai-
Bachchan, Arbaaz Khan, Madhuri 
Dixit-Nene, Akshaye Khanna, Tabu, 
Farah Khan, Nitin Mukesh, Neil Ni-
tin Mukesh, Vidya Balan, Sushmita 
Sen, Shabana Azmi, Javed Akhtar, 
Madhur Bhandarkar, Deepika 
Padukone, Sanjay Leela Bhand-
sali, Jackie Shroff, Farhan Akhtar, 
Hema Malini, Jaya Bachchan, John 
Abraham, Ajay Devgn and Kajol, 
Anupam Kher and Sulabha Arya, 
among others.

In the past four days since her 
demise, the Kapoor household had 
witnessed a steady stream of visi-
tors including Rajinikanth, Kamal 
Haasan, Shah Rukh Khan, Salman 
Khan and Krishna Raj Kapoor.

Most of the visitors on Wednes-
day were sporting dark sunglasses 
to ward off the harsh early-summer 
glare, carrying flowers or small 
bouquets, embraced and consoled 
the bereaved family members, en-
tering from the main entrance and 
leaving quickly from the other side 
as fans tried to catch a glimpse.

Sridevi’s body was flown to 
Mumbai from Dubai where she 
passed away following an acci-
dental drowning in a bathtub in 
her hotel room around 11 pm on 
February 24, and from the airport 
was taken to the Kapoor residence 
in Green Acres.

Meanwhile, Green Acres hous-
ing society on Wednesday can-
celled Holi celebrations as a mark 
of respect for Sridevi. 

For the final journey, at the club 
and the crematorium, the Mum-
bai Police implemented elaborate 
security arrangements at various 
venues and arranged special traffic 
and crowd management measures.

IANS

A
ctor Adam Scott is set 
to reprise his role as Ed 
Mackenzie in the second 
season of “Big Little Lies”.

Scott will once again 
play the patient, loyal and faithful 
husband of Reese Witherspoon’s 
Madelaine Martha Mackenzie, a net-
work representative said. Filming is 
expected to start next month, reports 
aceshowbiz.com.

The representative, however, said 
that in the new season, Ed will be 
“forced to confront major challenges 
in his marriage to Madeline”.

Scott will join previously-an-
nounced returning cast members. 

They include Shailene Woodley, 
Laura Dern and Zoe Kravitz who 
return as Jane Chapman, Renata Klein 
and Bonnie Carlson respectively. 

Witherspoon and Nicole Kidman 
will also reprise their roles as Made-
line and Celeste Wright respectively 
in addition to serving as executive 
producers.  Hollywood star Meryl 
Streep, meanwhile, is tapped to guest-
star, playing Mary Louise Wright, the 
mother-in-law of Celeste and the 
mother of Perry.  Written by David E. 
Kelley and directed by Andrea Arnold, 
the seven-episode season 2 of “Big Lit-
tle Lies” is expected to arrive in 2019. 

IANS

B
ritish producer-director 
Lewis Gilbert, best 
known for films such as 
“Alfie” and James Bond 
films such as “The Spy 

Who Loved Me” and “Moonraker”, 
has died. He was 97.

The news of his death was 
shared by the Bond producers 
Michael G Wilson and Barbara 
Broccoli. “It is with great sadness 
that we learn of the passing of our 
dear friend Lewis Gilbert. Lewis 
was a true gentleman,” the duo 
said in a statement.

Gilbert directed 1967’s “You 
Only Live Twice” starring Sean 
Connery, “The Spy Who Loved Me” 
in 1977 and “Moonraker” in 1979, 
both starring Roger Moore.

“He made an enormous contri-
bution to the British film industry 
as well as the Bond films, directing 
‘You Only Live Twice’, ‘The Spy Who 
Loved Me’ and ‘Moonraker’. His 
films are not only loved by us but 
are considered classics within the 
series. He will be sorely missed,” 
they added.

Gilbert, who was born into the 
family of music-hall performers, 
began his career as a child actor. In 
1939, he worked as an assistant on 
Alfred Hitchcock s “Jamaica Inn”.

He was also known for directing 
“Educating Rita” and “Alfie”. For the 
latter, he received an Oscar nomi-
nation for best director. “Alfie” was 
also instrumental in actor Michael 
Caine’s rise to fame.

On Twitter, a number of celebri-
ties, including directors Edgar 
Wright and Peyton Reed, paid to 
tributes to Gilbert.

“Lewis Gilbert, director of ‘You 
Only Live Twice’, ‘The Spy Who 
Loved Me’ and ‘Moonraker’, has 
passed away. ‘Spy’ was the first 
Bond film I saw in the theatre. (And 
I have a tiny homage to ‘Moon-
raker’ in ‘Ant-Man and The Wasp’.) 
Rest in Peace,” tweeted Reed. 

Wright wrote, “Rip Lewis Gil-
bert, the great British director who, 
among his 40 plus credits, directed 
‘Alfie’, ‘Educating Rita’, ‘Reach For 
The Sky’, ‘Shirley Valentine’ and one 
of my very favourite Bond films: 
‘The Spy Who Loved Me’.

PTI

P
lenty of 
people 
would 
be 
dev-
as-
tated 
if the 
Roll-
ing 

Stones 
decided 

to call it 
quits after 

their latest 
round of shows. 

Drummer Charlie 
Watts isn’t one of them.

“I love playing the drums, and I love 
playing with Mick [Jagger] and Keith [Ri-
chards] and Ronnie [Wood],” Watts, 76, 
recently told the Guardian. “I don’t know 
about the rest of it. It wouldn’t bother 
me if the Rolling Stones said ‘That’s it – 
enough.’” The Stones will appear across 
the U.K. and Europe between May and 
July.

These are their first dates in the U.K. 
in five years. Pre-sales for most of the 

shows in the No Filter Tour began today.
A lot is riding on Watts. It’s possible 

that the Rolling Stones would call it quits 
rather than continue without their long-
time drummer. In the past, Richards has 
said “there couldn’t be a Rolling Stones 
without Charlie Watts.”

Now more than five decades into a 
remarkable career with the band, Watts 
admitted  he’s uncertain about what 
might come next. “I don’t know what I 
would do if I stopped,” he said. “The big 
worry for me is being well enough. We 
don’t work like we used to, fortunately. 
There are huge gaps between each 
show.”

If and when it happens, Watts hopes 
that the Rolling Stones’ inevitable end 
won’t be a point of contention. “I would 
hate it to dissolve not amicably,” Watts 
added. “I would like Mick to say, or me 
or Keith or whoever, ‘I don’t want to do it 
anymore,’ for whatever reason, and we 
just say, ‘That’s it.’ I wouldn’t want it to be 
an argument or whatever.”

In the meantime, Watts said he’s fo-
cused on the task at hand, rather than on 
the bigger question of whether this is, in 
fact, the Rolling Stones’ last tour. “For me, 
I would like to be standing on Sunday, 8 
July, at the end of the [tour-closing] show 
in Warsaw,” Watts said. “That’s as far as I 
can see.”

Ultimateclassicrock.com
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Bollywood actors Anil Kapoor and Arjun Kapoor on a funeral vehicle during the funeral pro-
cession of actor Sridevi in Mumbai on Wednesday.

PTI

People gather in large number to pay their respect during the funeral procession of actor Sridevi in Mumbai on Wednesday.
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Mohammad Kaif

Louis van Gaal 

Rafael Nadal reacts during a match.

Ben Stokes helped steer England to a six-wicket win against New Zealand
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Stokes steers England home 
in second New Zealand ODI

Now captain and coach also take pie of players’ Davis Cup prize money

Nadal withdraws from Acapulco tennis tourney

I was called a bus driver by Nasser Hussain during Natwest final — Kaif

Van Gaal lashes out at Mourinho over treatment of Schweinsteiger

Mercedes F1 beat Real Madrid, 
NBA champs as Team of the Year

Espanyol upset Real Madrid 1-0

Mount Maunganui (New 
Zealand), Feb. 28 (AFP): 
All-rounder Ben Stokes set 
aside his off-field troubles 
to steer England to a six-
wicket win in the second 
one-day international 
against New Zealand on 
Wednesday.

The 26-year-old pro-
duced a man-of-the-
match performance in just 
his second appearance 
for England since being 
sidelined over a nightclub 
incident five months ago.

Stokes took two wick-
ets for 42 then hit an un-
beaten 63 as England 
easily chased down New 
Zealand’s target of 224 at 
Mount Maunganui.

“It was good to get a bit 
of time out in the middle,” 
he said after England lev-
elled the five-match series 
1-1.

“It’s good to get out 
here and train and imple-
ment it in the games to 
make sure I was out there 
at the end. Hopefully it’s a 
stepping stone for other 
games coming up.”

Stokes only joined 
England this month after 
pleading not guilty in a 
British court to a charge 
of affray, with the contro-
versy forcing him out of 
the Australian leg of their 
tour, including The Ashes.

After England finished 
on 225 for four in reply to 
New Zealand’s 223 all out, 
captain Eoin Morgan was 
full of praise for his star 
all-rounder.

New Delhi, Feb. 28 (PTI): 
In a departure from the 
current formula for shar-
ing the Davis Cup prize 
money, non-playing cap-
tain Mahesh Bhupathi 
and coach Zeeshan Ali 
were allowed by the AITA 
to claim a share from the 
players’ prize purse from 
the Canada tie.

Till the World Group 
Play-off tie against Canada 
last September, the prize 
money was distributed 
only among only six play-
ers including the two re-
serves while the support 
staff was paid directly by 
the All India Tennis Asso-
ciation (AITA).

However, the prize 
purse for the Canada tie 
was distributed equally 
among six players along 
with the captain and the 
coach, which means the 
players’ share was re-

duced.
Each of the eight peo-

ple got a little more than 
Rs one lakh.

AITA secretary general 
Hironmoy Chatterjee con-
firmed the equal distribu-
tion and said it was done 
after Bhupathi put forth a 
proposal.

“The distribution was 
done after the captain dis-
cussed with the players 
and took this call. So it was 
the players’ call,” Chatter-
jee told PTI.

It is a move which hits 
the singles players the 
most since as per the pre-
vious arrangement, their 
share was maximum from 
the prize purse. Therefore, 
there is a possibility that 
for future ties, the players 
may devise a new formula, 
which does not reduce 
their share drastically.

Asked for the reasons 

behind the new distribu-
tion model, Bhupathi said 
he actually wanted the 
prize money to be shared 
equally by 10 people, in-
cluding the two physios 
since they keep the entire 
unit healthy, but AITA did 
not accept that proposal. 
The governing body only 
agreed to include the cap-
tain and the coach.

Bhupathi also insists 
that players will not get 
affected by it.

“We thought about it 
(players share getting re-
duced) but since there are 
moving parts with number 
of players for zone 1 and 
World Group, it (money) 
remains the same as be-
fore,” Bhupathi told PTI.

Asked to explain what 
is a moving part, Bhupathi 
said,”sometimes there is 
a five-member team and 
sometimes there is four.”

However, for the last 
few years, AITA has always 
announced a six-member 
squad, while reserve play-
ers also get paid.

For a Group tie, all six 
players get a guaranteed 
12.5 per cent 
and 5 percent 
is paid for 
every match 
played.

According 
to that format, if 
Yuki Bham-
bri and Ram-
kumar Ramana-
than played two 
singles matches, 
they get 22.5 per cent each. 
(12.5 guaranteed and 5 per 
cent each for playing sin-
gles and reverse singles).

The doubles players, 
say Rohan Bopanna and 
Purav Raja, got 15 per cent 
each (12.5 guaranteed and 
they split 5 per cent for the 

doubles match).
Reserve players get 

only the guaranteed 12.5 
percent.

With equal distribu-
tion coming into play, Yuki 
and Ramkumar got a little 

more than a 
lakh each for 
the Canada 
t i e  w h e r e 
they could 

have earned 
close to Rs 2 lakh 

each accord-
ing to previ-

ous formula.
AITA has now 

left it to the play-
ers and captain to decide 
which arrangement they 
want to continue with, 
whether they want equal 
distribution like the Cana-
da tie or previous arrange-
ment should continue.

An AITA official said 
they are not bothered how 

the money is split.
“Our payout remains 

the same, so it won’t make 
any difference to us. We di-
vide it among six or eight, 
it does not affect us,” said 
the official.

It has also been learnt 
that AITA has not spoken 
to any of the players on the 
matter to seek their opin-
ion and is communicating 
with only the captain.

“We have told the cap-
tain clearly that we will 
enforce a five-year locking 
period for the arrange-
ment. We don’t want a 
change in formula after 
every tie. Now it’s up to 
them to decide what they 
want,” added the official.

The players under-
stand that support staff is 
not paid a handsome sum 
by the AITA but also feel 
that it’s unfair on them to 
further split their share 

from the prize purse.
None of the players, 

though, spoke on the is-
sue.

According to the ar-
rangement, whatever 
funds AITA get from the 
ITF, the federation gives 
100 percent to the play-
ers for the away ties but 
keeps 30 per cent for the 
home ties to meet its own 
expenses.

It was former India 
player  Somdev Dev-
varman, who had played 
a crucial role in getting 
the Davis Cup playing 
conditions improved in 
2013 when he led a revolt 
against AITA and boycot-
ted the tie against Korea 
along with 10 other play-
ers.

AITA had fielded a 
second-string team for 
the Korea tie but eventu-
ally agreed on most of the 

demands. The national 
federation had agreed to 
increase players’ share in 
Davis Cup prize money, 
replaced SP Misra with 
Anand Amritraj as captain 
and also agreed to consult 
players for choice of venue 
and surface for the home 
ties.

AITA had also agreed 
to provide business class 
airfare for Asia/Oceania 
Group ties, a squad of six 
players and appointment 
of team physiotherapist 
in consultation with the 
players.

The only demand they 
had rejected was inclusion 
of players’ representative 
in the selection commit-
tee.

Somdev, who was one 
of the fittest players India 
has seen, is now national 
observer for the game of 
tennis.

“Ben’s a big character, 
big in our changing room, 
he lifts everybody in the 
side when he performs like 
he did today,” he said.

“It’s great to see him 
back in fine form.”

Black Caps fall short
Trent Boult made early 

inroads as New Zealand 
tried to defend their mod-
est total, dislodging Jason 
Roy for eight and Joe Root 
for nine.

Jonny Bairstow made a 
rapid-fire 37, then Morgan 
and Stokes dug in for an 
88-run partnership that 
had England at 144 for 
three after 25 overs.

Morgan notched his 
first ODI 50 in 11 innings 
off 48 balls before depart-
ing on 62 before Stokes 
brought up 50 off 54 balls 
with a six edged over the 
keeper’s head.

Earlier,  Black Cap 

spinner Mitchell Santner 
scored his maiden limited 
overs half-century as the 
New Zealand tail to give 
the home team’s score 
some respectability.

Santner’s unbeaten 63 
off 52 balls was the high-
light of New Zealand’s 
innings, with in-form 
opener Martin Guptill 
also scoring 50.

But a superb fielding 
display from England saw 

London, Feb. 28 (IANS): 
Former Manchester Unit-
ed boss Louis van Gaal 
has criticised his successor 
Jose Mourinho for met-
ing out poor treatment to 
Germany international 
Bastian Schweinsteiger 
during their time together 
at the club.

“Schweinsteiger was 
older, of course, but not 
too old,” Van Gaal told 
Sport Bild on Tuesday. 

“Still, his body was not 
able to keep up with the 
high demands of Premier 
League.

“Bayern sold him to 
us as a fit player, but, in 
reality, physically he had 
reached the end.

“How Mourinho treat-
ed him after me, Schweini 
did not deserve this. But it 
also explains how things 
were with Schweinsteiger. 
It’s a shame because he 
is a player like Luis En-
rique, Mark van Bommel 
or Philipp Lahm, a charac-
ter always present on the 
pitch,” the Dutch coach 
added.

Schweinsteiger,  a 
World Cup winner with 
Germany in 2014, was 
roped in from Bayern Mu-
nich by Van Gaal in 2015. 

After Van Gaal left 
United, Schweinsteiger 
was frozen out and made 
to train with the reserves 
by Mourinho who took 

over the reins.
He returned to the 

first-team squad to make 
three substitute appear-
ances before leaving for 
Chicago Fire.

Van Gaal, who helped 
United win the FA Cup in 
his final match in charge, 
said things could have 
been different had he 
managed to sign two other 
players from the Bundes-
liga -- Mats Hummels and 
Thomas Muller.

He said: “I wanted to 
sign Hummels for Man-
chester United. But be-
cause at that time he was 
coming out of a poorer 
season, we didn’t do it in 
the end.

Mumbai, Feb. 28 (IANS): 
Former India cricketer 
Mohammad Kaif revealed 
on Wednesday that he was 
called a “bus driver” by 
former England skipper 
Nasser Hussain during the 
2002 Natwest Series final 
at Lords.

Kaif made the revela-
tion after a fan asked him 
a question on Twitter on 
how England cricketers 
sledged him during the 
historic run chase where 
he scored a match-win-
ning 87.

“@MohammadKaif Hi 

Monte Carlo, Feb. 28 (IANS): The Mer-
cedes-AMG Petronas Formula 1 team 
won the 2018 Laureus World Sports Team 
of the Year award here, besting Real Ma-
drid and the NBA champion Golden State 
Warriors.

Other nominees included the NFL’s 
New England Patriots, the French Davis 
Cup team and the New Zealand America’s 
Cup team, reports Efe. 

The Laureus Academy decided to give 

the award to Mercedes on Tuesday, which 
has won the Formula 1 World Construc-
tors Championship four years in a row.

Despite concluding its best season, 
winning La Liga, the Champions League, 
the UEFA Super Cup, the Spanish Super 
Cup and the FIFA Club World Cup, Real 
Madrid failed once again to win the Lau-
reus Team of the Year award.

The Blancos were nominated previ-
ously in 2003, 2015 and 2017.

Cornella de Llobregat (Spain), Feb. 28 
(IANS): Gerard Moreno’s goal in stop-
page time gave hosts Espanyol a 1-0 
victory here over Real Madrid, whose 
La Liga woes continue.

The loss on Tuesday leaves 
the Blancos with 51 points 
from 26 matches, seven 
behind second-place 
Atletico Madrid and 14 
fewer than leaders Bar-
celona. And Barça and 
Atleti each have a game 
in hand, reports Efe. 

The visitors began 
confidently and created 
their first chance just 
seven minutes  into 
the match, as a Lucas 
Vazquez cross found Ga-
reth Bale’s head and the 
Welsh international delivered a shot 
on target - though it was also straight 
into the hands of Espanyol keeper 
Diego Lopez.

Real Madrid threatened again 
twice on successive corners against a 
home side that struggled to keep their 
shape or play out of their own end 
until the 26th minute, when Moreno 
found himself alone with ball in front 

of Blancos keeper Keylor Navas, who 
managed to stick out his leg in time to 
send the shot wide.

Moreno thought he had scored on 
the next sequence of play, but the goal 

was disallowed on a contro-
versial offside call.

Espanyol  delivered 
some excitement early 
in the second half, as 
Navas was forced to de-
flect a strike from Sergio 
Garcia for a corner and 

got help from the cross-
bar with a header by Oscar 

Duarte.
The match then settled 

into a period with no 
clear opportunities for 
either team.

Navas stopped a 
Moreno header in the 77th min-

ute and Garcia’s effort from outside the 
18-yard box failed to hit the mark.

Both teams pressed forward in the 
closing minutes and the match was 
up for grabs, but Moreno finally got a 
reward for his persistence, surprising 
Navas in the 93rd minute to secure the 
three points for Espanyol, who climb 
to 13th place.

Acapulco (Mexico), Feb. 
28 (IANS): Spanish tennis 
icon Rafael Nadal has an-
nounced that the hip in-
jury he suffered last month 
at the Australian Open is 
once again plaguing him, 
thus forcing him to with-
draw from the Mexican 
Open in Acapulco.

“Yesterday, during the 
last training session, once 
again I felt a sharp pain in 
the same spot ... It’s similar 
to the one in Australia, 
but less severe,” Nadal, 
ranked No.2 in the world 
by the ATP, said at a press 
conference on Tuesday, 
reports Efe. 

Nadal was forced to 
retire from his Australian 
Open quarterfinal match 

against Croatia’s Marin 
Cilic on January 23 due 
to a leg injury, marking 
only the second time that 
he has been forced to call 
it quits at a Grand Slam 
event. The Spanish star, 
a 16-time Grand Slam 
champion, was seeking 
his third title of the year at 
the ATP 500 event in the 
Mexican Pacific resort city.

Had he won the hard-
court event, Nadal, who 
won titles in Acapulco in 
2005 and 2013, would have 
retaken the No.1 spot in 
the ATP rankings from 
Swiss great Roger Federer.

“My goal and hope was 
to play in this tournament 
... I took all the appropriate 
steps to arrive at the tour-

nament in form. I went to 
Cozumel first, to adapt (to 
the climate) ... I still don’t 
know what it is ... Now my 
main goal is to find out the 
extent of the injury,” said 
Nadal.

The 31-year-old Span-
iard had been scheduled 
to take on countryman 
Feliciano Lopez, the world 
No. 37, on Tuesday, mak-
ing his return to the ATP 
World Tour after a layoff of 
more than a month.

Nadal has a 9-4 head-
to-head record against the 
36-year-old Lopez, and 
the two had last played in 
2015 at the Masters 1000 
event in Cincinnati, with 
Nadal beating Lopez 5-7, 
6-4, 7-6 (7-3).

New Zealand bowled out 
for 223 with two balls re-
maining.

England pulled off a 
string of sharply taken 
catches and ran out four 
batsman, ensuring that 
every chance their bowl-
ers created resulted in a 
wicket.

New Zealand never 
recovered from an early 
double blow by Woakes, 
who dismissed Colin 
Munro for one in his first 
over then Mark Chapman 
for the same score in his 
second.

David Willey’s prowess 
in the field was responsi-
ble for Ross Taylor’s depar-
ture on 10, swooping on 
the ball at backward point 
and firing it to Jos Buttler 
to break the stumps.

The loss of Taylor, a 
century-maker in the 
opening fixture, left New 
Zealand on 48 for three 
with Guptill holding the 
first half of the innings 
together.

His half-century came 
off 84 balls but he failed to 
push on and was caught 
by Roy on 50 trying to 
sweep Ali’s spin over the 
boundary.

Colin de Grandhomme 
contributed 38 but then it 
was left to Santner to pro-
vide late resistance.

The lanky spinner hit 
a match-winning 45 in the 
opening match but his he-
roics at Mount Maunganui 
were not enough to get the 
Black Caps over the line.

kaif, what you and Yuvi 
were talking during Nat-
west Final? Was their any 
sledging from English 
players?” a fan asked.

Kaif replied by saying: 
“Yes, Nasser Hussain actu-
ally called me a bus driver 
:) was good to take them 
for a ride!”

The victory in the Nat-
west Series final is now 
part of Indian cricket’s 
folklore. After winning the 
toss, England opted to bat 
first and rode on centuries 
from Marcus Trescoth-
ick and Hussain to post a 

mammoth 325/5. 
In reply, India recov-

ered from 146/5 with Yu-
vraj Singh and Kaif steering 
India home with a brilliant 
121-run partnership. Kaif 
remained unbeaten on 87 
as India chased down the 
total with just three balls 
to spare.

After the thrilling vic-
tory, India captain Sourav 
Ganguly took off his jersey 
and waved it triumphantly 
from the Lord’s balcony 
-- a moment which sub-
sequently attained iconic 
status.

“I can confirm that I 
wanted Muller. But there 
was nothing we could do. 

FC Bayern made it clear 
that they would not sell 
him.”



Roger Federer with his sportsman and comeback award trophies during the 2018 Laureus World Sports 
Awards ceremony in Monaco.

Yuvraj Singh 
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The chief guest lighting the lamp during the inaugural programme on Wed. Feb. 28.

Marcello Lippi led Italy to the World Cup in 2006 and said none of his 
other achievements compares

Neymar is helped to his feet by Adrien Rabiot during PSG's win over 
Marseille on Sunday, in which he suffered a twisted ankle and a 
hairline metatarsal fracture

Federer becomes most 
decorated Laureus winner

Nothing compares to winning 
the World Cup — Lippi

IOC reinstates 
Russia's membership

Neymar faces 'at least six weeks 
out', set to miss Real clash

MGMHSS sports meet held

Goa enhance playoffs 
chances with 5-1 rout of ATK

I will take a call on my career after 2019 — Yuvraj

paris, Feb. 28 (IANS): 
Swiss tennis icon Roger 
Federer won his fifth and 
sixth Laureus statuettes, 
becoming the most deco-
rated Laureus winner in 
history at the 2018 awards 
ceremony in Monaco on 
Tuesday.

Federer, the 2017 Aus-
tralian Open and Wimble-
don winner, claimed the 
Sportsman of the Year and 
the Comeback of the Year 
Awards, reports Xinhua.

"This is a very special 
moment for me. Everyone 
knows how highly I value 
my Laureus Awards, so to 
win another would have 
been wonderful, but to 
win two is a truly unique 
honour.

"It was an unforget-
table year for me, to come 
back after a very difficult 
2016 and these Awards 
just make it even more 
memorable," said Federer.

Federer continued his 
hot momentum into 2018, 
as he defended the Aus-
tralian Open title, before 
becoming the oldest ATP 
world No. 1 earlier this 
month.

Another tennis player, 
Serena Williams of the US, 
won the Sportswoman of 
the Year Award following 

her 23rd Grand Slam title 
at Australian Open.

With five Laureus stat-
uettes in hand, Williams, 
is now the most decorated 
female Laureus Award 
winner.

Spanish golfer Ser-
gio Garcia received the 

Breakthrough of the Year 
Award for winning the 
2017 Masters, his second 
Laureus Award, 18 years 
after winning the Laureus 
Newcomer accolade at the 
2000 Awards.

Formula One team 
Mercedes AMG took away 

the Team of the Year Award 
following their dominant 
fourth successive Con-
structors World Champi-
onship.

French Vendee Globe 
winning sailor Armel Le 
Cleach received the Ac-
tion Sportsperson of the 

paris, Feb. 28 (AFp): Paris 
Saint-Germain's hopes of 
getting Neymar back for 
their crunch Champions 
League clash against Real 
Madrid next week look to 
be over after the Brazil-
ian's father claimed the 
player would be out for "at 
least six weeks".

Speaking to ESPN in 
Brazil on Tuesday, Ney-
mar Senior said: "PSG 
know that they will not 
be able to count on Ney-
mar for the upcoming 
matches: his treatment 
will last six to eight weeks, 
whether there is an opera-
tion or not."

That was after PSG 
c o a c h  Un a i  E m e r y 
claimed earlier that "no 
decision" had been tak-
en on whether Neymar 
would require surgery 
and that there remained a 
"small chance" of getting 
the world's most expen-
sive player back in time 
to face Real next Tuesday, 
March 6.

Tests confirmed that 
Neymar suffered a hair-
line fracture of the fifth 
metatarsal in his right foot 
as well as a twisted ankle 
late in PSG's 3-0 win over 
Marseille in Ligue 1 on 
Sunday.

He appeared to be in 
tears as he was stretch-
ered off the field at the 
Parc des Princes, immedi-
ately raising fears that the 
26-year-old could miss 
the Champions League 
last 16, second leg against 
Madrid.

PSG lost 3-1 in the first 
leg in Spain two weeks 
ago and are in danger of 
being knocked out of the 

Monaco, Feb. 28 (ptI): 
Out of the national team 
reckoning for a while now, 
India all-rounder Yuvraj 
Singh says he will contin-
ue playing cricket till 2019 
before taking a call on his 
retirement.
Yuvraj, who last played for 
India in June 2017 in an 
ODI, said the upcoming 
IPL holds great signifi-
cance for him as a good 
performance in the T20 
event will help him keep 
in the fray for a spot in the 
2019 World Cup.

"I am looking forward 
to a good IPL. It's a very 
important tournament for 
me as it will only set me 
to play cricket till 2019. I 
am looking to play cricket 
till 2019, whatever cricket 
I get to play and take a 
call after that," Yuvraj told 
PTI in an exclusive inter-
view on the sidelines of 
the 18th Laureus World 
Sports Awards here.

A regular in the Indi-
an ODI team till the 2011 
World Cup triumph before 
his career was jeopardised 
by a rare germ cell cancer, 
Yuvraj's only regret was 
that he could not cement 
his place in the Indian 
Test side.

"Definitely, in the first 
6-7 years of my career 
when I was at my best 
I did not get a lot of op-
portunities because there 
were such great players in 
the (Test) team and when 
I got an opportunity I was 
diagnosed with cancer. 
So that regret will always 
be there but these things 
are never in my control. I 
am just looking forward 
to whatever cricket I get 
to play," the 36-year-old 
all-rounder said.

Yuvraj, who is here as 
a Laureus ambassador 
from India, praised Virat 
Kohli and his men for the 
character they showed to 

Year Award, while Swiss 
wheelchair racer Mar-
cel Hug won the World 
Sportsperson of the Year 
with a Disability Award 
for his three titles at the 
2017 World Para Athletics 
Championships.

Brazilian football team 
Chapecoense, whose 
comeback from a dev-
astating plane crash in-
spired the sporting world, 
were honoured with 
the Laureus Best Sport-
ing Moment of the Year 
Award.

Italian football legend 
Francesco Totti received 
the Laureus Academy Ex-
ceptional Achievement 
Award for his 22-year con-
tribution to Roma.

He also joined Wales 
manager Ryan Giggs as 
the newest members of 
the Laureus World Sports 
Academy.

Houston Texans de-
fensive end J.J. Watt re-
ceived the Laureus Sport-
ing Inspiration Award for 
his incredible fundraising 
efforts after Hurricane 
Harvey hit Houston, while 
American Olympic legend 
and Laureus Academy 
Member Edwin Moses 
received the Laureus Life-
time Achievement Award.

bounce back in the limited 
overs series after the close 
1-2 loss in the Test rubber.

"I think it is a pretty 
great performance. They 
showed a lot of character 
after losing the Test series. 
It was as a hard-fought 
Test series, could have 
gone either way. But it was 
a very convincing win in 
the ODI series. Kohli led 

from the front with some 
big runs," the left-handed 
batsman said.

"Spinners bowled very 
well especially Kuldeep 
(Yadav) and (Yuzvendra) 
Chahal and got South Af-
rica into trouble. And then 
they stepped on the gas 
and won the T20 series 
2-1. Going abroad playing 
three series winning two 

Margao, Feb. 28 (IANS): FC Goa thrashed ATK 5-1 here 
on Wednesday to enhance their chances of a playoffs 
berth by moving to fourth position in the points table of 
the Indian Super League (ISL).

Manuel Lanzarote (15th, 21th) scored a quickfire 
first-half brace as Sergio Juste (10th), Ferran Corominas 
(64th) and Mark Sif- neos (90th) also got 
on the scoresheet to complete the 
rout.

F o r  t h e visitors, star 
I r i s h m a n Robbie Ke-
a n e  g o t  a consolation 
goal in the 87th min-
ute.

The visit- ing side was 
never really in the game 
as Goa took a three-goal lead 
within the first 20- odd minutes of the 
game.

It was all downhill from there on for the defending 
champions who now find themselves languishing ninth 
in the points table.

FC Goa have 27 points from 17 matches, one clear of 
fifth placed Jamshedpur FC who are also vying for the 
fourth and only qualification spot left. Kerala Blasters, 
placed sixth, also have a chance with 25 points.

Bengaluru FC, FC Pune City and Chennaiyin FC have 
already made the cut.

definitely shows India s 
dominance."

Kohli might have set 
his sights on winning the 
upcoming tours of Eng-
land and Australia but 
Yuvraj said India will need 
consistent performanc-
es from the players to 
achieve the goal.

"It's a good start to be-
lieve that you can domi-
nate outside. If you can 
consistently do that in 
England and Australia you 
definitely will have the 
belief," he said. "Now the 
team is set to conquer the 
world. England and Aus-
tralia will be testing series 
but if we can get some 
consistent performances 
it will give a lot of self belief 
to the players," he added.

Yuvraj himself has 
climbed up the ladders of 
age group cricket to stand 
where he is today and so 
he offered some words 
of advice for the likes of 

young Prthivi Shaw and 
Shubman Gill, who have 
already fetched big mon-
ey from their respective 
franchises in the last IPL 
auctions.

"The more they get 
better the more money 
they will earn. So they 
don t have to worry about 
money. They have to fo-
cus on how quickly they 
can do better and play 
for India," he said when 
asked about the Indian 
Under-19 cricketers.

"I think Prithvi, Shub-
man, Abhishek Sharma 
are great talents and hope-
fully in the next coming 
years we will see them play 
for India. I am sure the IPL 
will give them a great plat-
form to learn from other 
international players and 
feel the hype of interna-
tional cricket. So it's very 
important tournament 
for them and they should 
enjoy it," Yuvraj signed off.

competition in the last 
16 for the second season 
running.

Brazilian newspa-
per Globo Esporte had 
claimed Neymar would 
undergo surgery, and that 
the former Barcelona 
player would be sidelined 
until May. If his father's es-
timate is correct, Neymar 
would not return before 
the semi-final stage of the 
Champions League in late 
April.

On the possibility of 
rushing Neymar back for 
the Real second leg, ex-
perts say that PSG would 
be taking a huge risk, pos-
sibly even jeopardising 
Neymar's participation at 
the World Cup in Russia in 
June and July.

"It would be very risky 
as it's a fragile bone in the 
foot which is difficult to 

protect," Jean-Marcel Fer-
ret, a former doctor with 
the French national team, 
told AFP.

"(Playing against Real) 
could compromise the 
rest of his season."

In the meantime, PSG 
are preparing to do with-
out Neymar for Wednes-
day's French Cup quarter-
final at home to Marseille, 
the second meeting of the 
clubs in four days.

Argentine star Angel di 
Maria should replace the 
Brazilian at the Parc des 
Princes, with PSG hoping 
to stay on course to win 
the French Cup for the 
fourth season running.

Neymar has scored 28 
goals in 30 appearances in 
all competitions for PSG 
since his 222 million-euro 
($264 million) move from 
Barcelona last August.

Dimapur, Feb. 28 (EMN): A splendid 
opening ceremony programme of the 
MGMHSS annual sports meet was con-
ducted on Wed. Feb. 28 at the school 
ground with District Educational Officer 
(DEO) R.Amongla, who inaugurated the 
function as the chief guest while Asst.
Educational Officer Asangla was the 
guest of honour. The programme started 
with invocation prayer led by Manju 
Mathew and welcome speech by Prin-
cipal, Fr.P.S.Varghese. In his speech he 
reminded that “Winning and losing are 
important life skills to assimilate in par-
ticipation. While participating in such 
events, one will learn fair play, how to 
work in a team, abide by the rules with-

out question and respect others”. The 
programme continued with flag hoist-
ing followed by March past of the four 
contingents, red, blue, green and yellow 
and oath taking ceremony led by sports 
teacher Tajuddin.  

In her inaugural address the chief 
guest reminded the students that “it 
does not matter whether we win or not 
but its participation that matters. Active 
participation of every child is a must in 
sports. Sports is important for the all-
round development of a child, so every 
child should avail this opportunity”. She 
wished all the participants a happy and 
memorable day. Later she declared the 
sports meet open.

Milan, Feb. 28 (AFp): Chi-
na coach Marcello Lippi 
said Wednesday that noth-
ing compares to lifting the 
World Cup as Italy coach 
in 2006.

"Champions League 
or World Cup? I won every 
cup going with Juventus, 
but none of them com-
pare to a World Cup in Az-
zurro," Lippi told Corriere 
della Sera.

Lippi, who turns 70 
years in April, led Juventus 

to five Serie A titles the 
Champions League title 
in 1996.

He took over Italy in 
2004 and guided them 
to a fourth World Cup 
in Germany despite the 
Calciopoli match-fixing 
scandal overshadowing 
preparations.

"The team's psycho-
logical situation was fan-
tastic," Lippi said.

"There was excep-
tional conviction and self-

Moscow, Feb. 28 (IANS): 
T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Olympic Committee 
(IOC) has reinstated 
the membership of 
the Russian Olympic 
Committee (ROC), ROC 
President Alexander 
Zhukov told reporters 
on Wednesday.

"Today, we received 
a letter from the IOC on 
the reinstatement. The 
ROC's reinstatement 
comes as the exami-
nation of doping tests 
from the PyeongChang 
Olympics has ended. 
The IOC may confirm 
that the other results (of 
examination of Russian 
athletes' doping sam-
ples) are negative. This 
means that the ROC's 
rights have been fully 
reinstated," Zhokov was 
quoted as saying by Tass 
news agency.

The ROC chief noted 
that a huge effort had 
gone into the member-
ship's reinstatement. 

"You know that the 
past three months have 
been among the most 
challenging ones in 
Russian sports history," 
Zhukov said.

"We had to meet 
many demands before 
and during the Games." 

T h e  h e a d  o f  t h e 

Olympic Athletes from 
Russia delegation, Stan-
islav Pozdnyakov, talked 
to the reinstatement 
group almost every day.

" I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o 
thank our athletes who 
were able to perform 
well even despite the 
provocations," Zhukov 
said. 

"I thank the fans 
who did not cross the 
line and what could re-
sult in sanctions. To-
day's IOC's decision is 
very important for us. 
The ROC is an absolute-
ly full-fledged member 
of the Olympic family," 
he stressed.

On December  5 , 
2017, the IOC suspend-
ed the ROC over alleged 
violations of anti-dop-
ing rules, particularly 
during the 2014 Sochi 
Olympic Games. 

Russia's team was 
banned from participat-
ing in the 2018 Olympic 
Games in South Korea. 
At the same time, the 
IOC allowed clean Rus-
sian athletes to partici-
pate in the Games as 
"Olympic Athletes of 
Russia."

The team of athletes 
from Russia won 17 
medals -- two gold, six 
silver and nine bronze.

esteem. After that, what 
happened with Calciopoli 
happened, but it didn't 
affect us."

Lippi did not renew 
his Italy contract after the 
World Cup triumph but 
returned for a second two-
year stint from 2008 to 
2010.

"Now it's important 
to rebuild a football fed-
eration," he said of Italy's 
failure to qualify for the 
2018 World Cup.

"Should (Gianluigi) 
Buffon stay on? Let's leave 
that to him," he added.

Lippi moved to China 
in 2012 and led Chinese 
side Guangzhou Ever-
grande to three league 
titles before announcing 
his retirement, only to 
return as the Chinese na-
tional football team coach 
in 2016.

Lippi said he had been 
surprised by Asian invest-
ment in the Italian league 
with Inter Milan and AC 
Milan now under Chinese 
ownership.

"At first I thought they 
were interested in growing 
football, but never that 
they would buy compa-
nies abroad.

"(Inter Milan owner) 
Zhang (Jindong) and Sun-
ing (Group), I know them, 
(AC Milan owner) Yong-
hong Li, I had never heard 
of him before."


