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NBCC in damage-control mode 

Election violence: NMA seeks 
response from governor

EC orders repoll 
in 6 polling 
stations in Tripura

'Blank firing': BJP scoffs at NPF outburst

Feb. 27 declared paid holiday 

Rio’s resignation 
accepted

NSF repeats warning 
to School Edu. dept.  

Modi's visit complements his friend Rio's campaign

More than INR 1 cr. cash, 32k 
litres of IMFL seized so far

ELECTIONS CATCH

Says Liezietsu has adopted 'holier-than-thou' 
attitude to bulldoze other faiths 

Along with Nagaland, the eastern areas will be given major importance — Modi

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 23 (EMN): As the 
countdown to the Nagaland 
assembly election and the elec-
tioneering period draws closer, 
law enforcement on election 
duty—180 flying squads (FST) 
and 84 static surveillance teams 
(SST)—have reported confisca-
tion of over INR 1.7 cr. in cash, 
32000 litres of liquor besides 
other contraband from the time 
the elections were 'notified' till 
Feb. 22.

According to Nagaland's 
chief electoral officer’s (CEO) 
establishment, the consoli-
dated capture by the FST, SST 
and other policing authorities 
till Thu. are: INR 1,07,36,980 in 

cash; 32,174.304 litres of liquor; 
8123.525 litres of canned beer; 
around 90 litres of local liquor 
brew; 11 arms, more than 90 
ammunition items; eight  ex-
plosives; 11 detonators; banned 
drugs including 26,644 capsules 
of Spasmo Proxyvon, 137 Nitro-
sum tablets, 421 bottles of cough 
syrup, 66 gm. brown sugar, 300 
gm and five rolls of opium, 21 
packs of suspected opium; 170 
kg of cannibis and five gm hero-
ine. Other confiscated items 
include six vehicles, 65 mobile 
handsets and 55 SIM cards. Ac-
cording to official sources, 151 
FIRs have been filed in regard to 
the confiscations so far.

Also, according to Nagaland 

police headquarters, 2121 ar-
rests were made under pre-
ventive sections and 45 non-
bailable warrants were served 
as of Feb. 21.

Nagaland is headed to the 
polls on Feb. 27. The CEO has 
announced that election cam-
paigning would be brought to 
a close on Feb. 25 at 4 pm. 195 
candidates from nine political 
parties and independents are in 
the fray to represent 59 assem-
bly seats (of 60). Neiphiu Rio, 
the chief ministerial candidate 
of the Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party was declared 
uncontested after his rival from 
the Naga People’s Front with-
drew nomination.

Dimapur, Feb. 23 (EMN): After sparking controversy 
with its message asking voters to choose ‘Naga identi-
ty’—the byword of a political party’s election campaign 
this time—the core committee of the Nagaland Baptist 
Church Council's (NBCC) Clean Election campaign 
seeks to clarify that the council does not favour any 
political party. 

A press statement from the committee on Fri. stated 
that the phrases it had used in its Feb. 21 press release 
urging voters ‘to choose our future with Christian and 
Naga Identity’ and encouraging ‘members to have alle-
giance towards one’s faith, rather than by going with any 
communal party,’ was read with the impression that the 
NBCC was supporting a particular political party. 

“In a time such as this the choice of phrases and 
appeal has been mistakenly constructed and for which 
the Clean Election Core Committee clarifies to the 
political parties which may have hurt their sentiments, 
that NBCC in no way support any political party,” the 
statement read.

Dimapur, Feb. 23 (EMN): The Naga Students’ Federation (NSF) has 
on Fri. repeated its threat to shut down the directorate of School 
Education in Kohima. The organisation has dismissed as “silly reply” 
the government’s claim that distribution of textbooks and study ma-
terials to schools is being delayed due to vehicles being requisitioned 
for assembly elections.  

The NSF issued a statement expressing ‘bewilderment’ at the 
reason reportedly cited by the director of School Education. “Had the 
department been sincerely executing its duties and responsibilities 
for the timely distribution of text books and study materials to the 
students, the ‘silly reply’ of the vehicles being requisition (sic) for 
state assembly election duty cannot justify their failure, when the 
students are rendered at the receiving end with no text books and 
study materials after almost a month of the schools being re-opened.

“The department was well aware that, the state was bound for 
election by early 2018 and knowing the matter of the fact that, the 
academic session for the students starts by February as well, it was 
imperative for the department to make necessary arrangement for 
timely distribution of text books and study materials under any 
circumstances and if at all ‘the text books have already reached Di-
mapur,’” the statement read. 

The organisation has 'appealed' to the department and the Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan to expedite their pursuit for school uniforms with 
the Union Ministry of Human Resource Development as well as the 
state's government.

Dimapur, Feb. 23 (EMN): 
The Nagaland unit of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
has swatted aside the anti-
BJP tirade of the president 
of Naga People’s Front (NPF) 
Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu as 
‘random blank firing’ while 
charging him of adopting a 
holier-than-thou posture. 

A statement from the 
party on Fri. claimed that the 
‘desperation and utter frus-
tration’ in the NPF camp was 
evidenced by the ‘delusional 
judgement’ passed by the 
NPF's president against his 
political rivals. 

“However, by now the 
electorate have come to re-
alize that the salvo of mis-
siles directed by (sic) against 
other political parties Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu are like 
random blank firing with-
out bullets (sic). As is the 
habit of people suffering 
from dementia to meaning-
lessly repeat what has been 
said earlier again and again, 

Shurhozelie’s never-ending 
tirade against the BJP stems 
from a deep-seated feeling 
of insecurity when he thinks 
about his own political future 
post-election,” it stated. 

According to the party, 
the NPF's chief has conjured 
up ‘imaginary alien forces’ 
and linked them to the BJP 
and other rival political par-
ties.  “The BJP fully empa-
thise with his state of mind 
and would not like to remind 
him that till yesterday the 
BJP and NPF shared an al-
liance which made one of 
his dreams come true, to sit 
on the throne of the chief 
minister, though sadly his 
reign ended abruptly as his 
coronation.”

It pointed out that Liezi-
etsu had recently quoted 
Article 25 of the Constitution 
of India which safeguards 
freedom to profess, practice 
and propagate own religion. 
“But in the present election 
scenario, it is the NPF presi-

dent himself who is seen try-
ing to bulldoze other faiths 
by adopting the ‘holier than 
thou’ attitude.

“Shurhozelie’s criticism of 
the ‘change is coming’ of the 
BJP-NDPP (Nationalist Dem-
ocratic Progressive Party) al-
liance and his comment that 
by ‘dropping corrupt leaders, 
the NPF would form the gov-
ernment with new members 
with new vision, programmes 
and policies’, is like a man 
announcing through the PA 
(public address) system that 
he is ready to swallow his own 
words,” the statement read. 

The NPF, it added, should 
spare the public the ‘lectures 
on development, new vision 
and new policies.’ “After all 
the public had more than 
enough of development dur-
ing the last 4 years when their 
developmental activities was 
confined to internal party 
crisis, infighting,  ego battles, 
greed for portfolios and one-
upmanship,” it reminded. 

Dimapur, Feb. 23 (EMN): 
The Nagaland govern-
ment has announced Feb. 
27, the day Nagaland goes 
to polls, a paid holiday for 
all employees of the gov-
ernment as well as private 
establishments. This was 
contained in a DIPR up-
date, on Feb. 23. 

“Home Commissioner, 
Nagaland has in a notifica-
tion stated that in view of 
the forthcoming legisla-
tive assembly election in 
the state of Nagaland on 

27th February, 2018, the 
day of polling is declared 
as paid holiday to all the 
employees of govern-
ment/private establish-
ments and shops in the 
state of Nagaland to en-
able them to participate 
and exercise their fran-
chise. However, this shall 
not apply to any elector 
whose absence may cause 
danger or substantial loss 
in respect of the employ-
ment in which he is en-
gaged,” the report read.

Agartala, Feb. 23 (IANS): The Election 
Commission on Friday directed the Tripura 
Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) to conduct a 
repoll in six polling stations on Monday, an 
official said.

One polling station falls in Dhanpur 
segment, from where Chief Minister and 
CPI-M politburo member Manik Sarkar is 
contesting.

While the ruling Communist Party 
of India-Marxist criticised the Election 
Department officials for "criminal neg-
ligence" in performing polling duties on 
February 18, the Congress flayed them for 
playing a "biased role" and criticised both 
the Election Commission and the state 
election machinery.

"The Election Commission has asked 
the CEO to conduct repoll in six polling sta-
tions in six Assembly constituencies across 
Tripura on February 26," an official of the 
Tripura Election Department said.

The official said the EC also issued 
orders regarding VVPATs (Voter Verifiable 
Paper Audit Trails) of seven polling stations 
in seven Assembly constituencies since 
their respective Presiding Officers did not 
allegedly get clearance from EVM (Elec-
tronic Voting Machines) control units of 
the votes cast during the mandatory mock 
poll before the start of actual polling.

The Election Commission said in four 
polling stations in four Assembly seats, the 
total number of electors did not tally with 
the total number of votes recorded.

"The Election Commission has also 
asked the Returning Officers of these four 
Assembly constituencies not to declare 
results without prior permission, if the 
winning margin is one vote," the official 
added.

The CPI-M Tripura State Secretary Bijan 
Dhar criticised the Election Department 
for what he called "criminal negligence" 
regarding polling in 59 of the 60 Assembly 
seats.

"Due to technical problems in EVMs-
VVPATs the voters suffered inordinate 
delay in casting their ballots till February 
18 midnight. This happened because of 
incompetence and apathy of the election 
officials," Dhar said in a media statement.

Chief Electoral Officer Sriram Tara-
nikanti earlier said that 191 (6 per cent) 
VVPATs and 89 (5 per cent) EVMs malfunc-
tioned across the state.

Dhar said technical glitches in EVMs-
VVPATs were reported from around 520 
polling stations and demanded a probe.

Tripura Pradesh Congress Vice-Pres-
ident Tapas Dey, without naming the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), said officials 
of the Election Commission and the Elec-
tion Department were biased in favour of 
a particular party.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Feb. 23: The con-
fidence that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has in the 
victory of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party-Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive 
Party (BJP-NDPP) alliance 
and his trust in the leader-
ship of Neiphiu Rio was 
clearly exhibited during 
Modi's visit to Tuensang in 
Nagaland.

With various announce-
ments and visions for Naga-
land that were made in his 
speech, Modi did not mince 
words in projecting his con-
fidence in the man leading 
the charge of the NDPP-BJP 
alliance in the state. 

At the start of his speech 
the prime minister called Rio 
his friend—"mitron"—and 
went on to say that the state 
will be scaling new heights 
under the leadership of the 
BJP at the centre and Rio in 

the state. 
"Nagaland's energetic 

youth, creative women, in-
novative farmers, and the 
demographic dividends 
can take the state to new 
heights. Nagaland also has 
talent in sports that can give 
a new identity to the state. 
As a result of the progress 
made in the field of  educa-
tion and health in  Nagaland 
there is room to improve 
further. To take this forward 
the government and the BJP 
along with Shriman Rio, will 
work day and night to fulfil 
your dreams for the future."  

In his speech the PM had 
also openly criticised the 
Naga People's Front-led gov-
ernment in the state for the 
instability of the current ten-
ure—the cabinet was sworn 
in four times. He urged the 
Nagas to elect the Rio-led 
NDPP-BJP alliance during 
the elections on Feb. 27 for 

a stable and strong govern-
ment.

Before the visit by Modi, 
the NDPP-BJP camp, which 
was at the receiving end of 
constant religion-based at-
tacks, seemed probably up-
beat today.  

The general secretary  of 
the NDPP Rusemtong Long-
kumer talked to Eastern Mir-
ror. He gave insights into the 
Modi's confidence and the 
Modi-Rio camaraderie that 
was being exhibited. 
Prime Minister Modi’s trust 
in your chief ministerial 
candidate was clearly ex-
hibited during his visit to 
Tuensang. He even referred 
to Neiphiu Rio as his friend. 
What are your reactions?

We feel privileged and 
honoured that the honour-
able prime minister of India, 
Shri Narendra Modi, nation-
al BJP President Shri Amit 
Shah, the central BJP etc., 

have reposed their trust in 
the leadership of three-time 
consecutive chief minister 
Shri Neiphiu Rio, who is the 
NDPP’s chief ministerial can-
didate. 

The BJP’s respect towards 
the Nagas and our ongoing 
political issue including our 
unique traditions, culture 
and identity is what led the 
BJP to decide to contest in 
only 20 seats while leaving 
40 seats to the NDPP. The 
BJP has been consistent in its 
stand vis-a-vis the Nagas and 
they are committed to our 
betterment and welfare. Tak-
ing these acts into account, 
we are extremely delighted 
and we believe that the grand 
alliance between the NDPP 
and the BJP will usher in a 
new era of change in Naga-
land that will be marked with 
transparent governance, sta-
bility, people-centric policies 
to empower the grassroots 

and protect and promote the 
overall welfare of our people 
and the state. 
Has it boosted the campaign 
of the NDPP?

Definitely,  yes.  Shri 
Narendra Modi’s concern 
for the people of Nagaland 
should be an eye-opener to 
one and all. Shri Narendra 
Modi is a world renowned 
leader and Forbes has ranked 
him as number-9 in its list of 
the world’s most powerful 
people. His visit to Tuensang, 
Nagaland, is historic and is a 
massive boost for the NDPP-
BJP grand alliance.
Will Rio come to Dimapur 
for the last leg of his cam-
paign?

Yes, it is in the offing. Shri 
Neiphiu Rio has been touring 
as many areas of the state as 
far as possible. He is expect-
ed to campaign in Dimapur 
district on Friday, February 
24th, 2018.      

D i m a p u r, Fe b. 2 3 
(EMN): The speaker of 
the Lok Sabha Sumi-
tra Mahajan has ac-
cepted the resignation 
of Neiphiu Rio, Naga-
land's representative to 
the House of the People, 
with effect from Feb. 22. 

This was informed 
by the joint secretary of 
the Lok Sabha secretar-
iat in a letter addressed 
to Rio dated Feb. 23. Rio 
had submitted his res-
ignation from the Lok 
Sabha on Feb. 16.

Dimapur, Feb. 23 (EMN): 
The Naga Mothers’ Asso-
ciation (NMA) has called 
for immediate interven-
tion of the governor of 
Nagaland into curbing in-
cidents of poll-related vio-
lence against women, be-
sides in the reported case 
of the death of a youth in 
Mokokchung district. 

A  statement  from 
the NMA on Fri. urged 
the governor to ensure 
‘stringent, punitive action 
against perpetrators and 
those found guilty.’ While 
appealing for peace dur-
ing elections, it stressed 
on free and fair election of 

representatives. 
Also, the NMA wished 

the best to five women 
candidates namely Ra-
khila, Dr. Mangyangpula 
Chang, Rekha Rose, Awan 
Konyak and Wedie-u 
Kronu. It appealed to the 
voters of their respective 
constituency to vote for 
them and ‘give a chance 
for these women leaders 
to become capable repre-
sentatives of the people.’ 

“We are confident that 
they will work with great 
commitment for their 
constituencies and the 
Naga people as a whole,” 
it stated.

Mirror Takes

~ Arien
Sir, me and my family have 

already taken so much money 
from you this election...sorom ase 
so I want to say don't worry about 

my scholarship...eni forget it.

If you can't describe what 
you are doing as a process, 

you don't know what 
you're doing.  

~ W. Edwards Deming

 

Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 27° 12°
Agartala 33° 17°
Gangtok 21° 07°
Guwahati 29° 16°
Imphal 26° 10°

Itanagar 24° 13°
Shillong 18° 08°
Delhi 30° 15°
Kolkata 35° 20°
Chennai 32° 26°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 21.7° 8.8°
DIMAPUR 27° 16.3°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 60%
DIMAPUR NIL 84%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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NDPP-BJP ALLIANCE

PRESENT REALITY COMMITMENT
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WOMEN HELPLINE: 181
DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007
CIHSR 242555, 242533
Police Control Room 7085055050
Dimapur District Hospital 232224
Diphupar PS 7085055032
East PS 7085055030
Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220
Fire Station (Chumu) 282777
Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201
GRPS 7085055031
Medziphema PS 7085055033
MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081
Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046
Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032
Niuland PS 7085088035
Sub-Urban PS 7085055036
Traffic Control -1 7085088038
Traffic Control -2 7085088039
West PS 7085055034
Women Cell 7085055037
Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)
Bethel Nursing Home 2224202
Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098
Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952
IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350
Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916
North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146
Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500
South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811
Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214
Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394
Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827
Fire Station 2226225
Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674
Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373
IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002
Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893
Mokokchung PS 1 2226241
Power House 2226221/2226293
Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213
Traffic Control 9485232691
Tuli Police Station 9485232693
Women Cell 9485232692
Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

1st round National Deworming 
Day launched in Tuensang

Dimapur: Scrutiny of 
parties on Feb. 28

AR found arms and ammunition in Phek

Wokha’s DEO warns erring BLOs
Police raid pharmacies in Zunheboto 

Liquor seized and 
destroyed at Pfutsero town

Health workers urged to be 
ambassadors of Clean Election

ACAUT condemns poll violenceFacilitation centres set up in Kohima

UGC instated empowered expert committee 

Night curfew imposed in 
Mon for three monthsJakhama, Tseminyu pledge for ethical voting

Discussion on NLA election  
to be telecast on DD news
A discussion programme on Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
election called ‘Janvani’ will be telecast on Feb. 24 at 5 pm 
on DD news with Mark Lynn from Doordarshan anchoring 
the programme.  General secretary of Nagaland Pradesh 
Congress Committee (NPCC) Indian National Congress, GK 
Zhimomi; general secretary of Nagaland state Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), Eduzu Theleo; vice-president of 
Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP), Menuoville 
Kesiezie; general secretary of Naga People’s Front (NPF), 
Phushika Aomi, will be joining the programme as speakers 
representing the parties.

CTC notifies on renewal of trade license
The Chumoukedima Town Council (CTC) Administrator 
Thejavizo Nakhro has notified all business establishments 
under CTC that the renewal of trade license and fresh 
registration of firms will commence from March 5 to April 
30. Business establishments are directed to register as per 
Nagaland Municipal Act 2001. The council has warned strict 
action against any defaulter. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

Kohima SVEEP Icon Ester Natso with officials, BLOs, political representatives and others at the signature campaign at Jakhama on Feb. 21

National Deworming Day being launched at Bethesda School in 
Tuensang on Feb. 23 

Drugs seized from pharmacies in Wokha.

Wokha district icon and  others with Asha and Angawadi workers after the Clean Election campaign in Wokha.

or threats.  Longchar ex-
pressed hope that the 
two southern Angami 
assembly constituencies 
will have an ethical and 
informed voting and set 
an example for other con-
stituencies to follow.

The SVEEP icon, in 
her speech said that there 
are cases where people 
have rejected money 
when being offered and 
supported the Clean 
Election campaign. 

Change may not hap-

pen instantly but if every 
individual play their role 
change will come, she 
said while calling on the 
elders to be the first to set 
an example on clean and 
ethical voting.

Officials, BLOs, po-

litical representatives and 
village council members 
signed in Clean Election.

Also, the same cam-
paign was conducted in 
Tseminyu, with Kohima 
district Natso as the main 
speaker on Feb. 20 at the 

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 18.8 11.6 7.9 77 NIL

ZBT - - - - -

MON 27 13.4 12.5 87 NIL

TUENSANG 16 9.2 6.3 59 NIL

MKG 18 8.1 2.9 39 3.1

PHEK 20 8.8 8.2 64 NIL

KIPHIRE - - - - -

SECHÜ ZUBZA 22 12 9.8 62 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 25 13.8 12.7 68 NIL

JALUKIE 32 17 16.2 100 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 27 15 16.1 98 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

additional deputy com-
missioner’s conference 
hall.

Voting should not be 
a result of inducement by 
money power but should 
be of individual choice, 
the extra assistant com-
missioner of Tseminyu 
Kevingo Kulnu said.

The SVEEP icon im-
pressed the gathering 
that the district SVEEP 
aimed at bringing chang-
es in electoral politics by 
educating the voters to 
stand for right decision, 
and to elect visionary 
leaders devoid of mal-
practices in the election 
processes. 

She also urged the 
participants to spread the 
message of clean election 
campaign, and to vote 
on one’s own choice for 
future development. Par-
ticipants also took pledge 
on Clean Election.

Dimapur, Feb. 23 (EMN): 
Following the delegation 
of power to the district 
magistrate of Mon by the 
state government, the 
district magistrate K Tha-
vaseelan, has promulgat-
ed the prohibitive order 
under section 144 CrPC, 
enforcing night curfew 

from 10 pm to 3 am for 
three months. A DPRO 
report on Fri. informed.

The order has been 
issued for areas of Indo-
Myanmar border in the 3 
km belt under Mon dis-
trict, bordering Myanmar 
with immediate effect till 
May 21.

Dimapur, Feb. 23 (EMN): The district 
election officer (DEO) of Kohima, Rajesh 
Soundararajan has informed that facilita-
tion centres manned by the DLMTs for 
clarification on EVM / VVPAT and poll 
process will be set up  in the office complex 
of the deputy commissioner and DEO in 
Kohima on Feb. 24 from 10:30 am to 3:00 
pm. The distributio of the centres will be 
as mentioned. Centre 1 - conference hall 

DRDA; Centre 2 - ground floor Treasury 
North, Kohima; Centre 3 - ground floor, 
Pensioner office building; and Centre 4 - 
first floor, Pensioner office building.

It also informed that on Feb. 26 two 
facilitation centres will be opened on the 
ground floor of the DC’s office. Polling 
officials of Kohima district deployed for 
election duty has been informed to avail 
the service.

Dimapur, Feb. 23 (EMN): The district election officer 
of Dimapur, Sushil Kumar Patel has informed political 
parties of the intending candidates from Dimapur that 
scrutiny process of Form 17A and other documents 
shall be conducted on Feb. 28.
The scheduled timings for the scrutiny are as under:
1. Dimapur I – RO of Dimapur-I office chamber, DC 

office at 11am.
2. Dimapur II -  DC office chamber at 11 am. 
3. Dimapur III - RO of Dimapur-III office chamber, DC 

office at 12 noon.
4. Ghaspani I - VC Room, NIC office, 2nd floor, DC of-

fice at 11 am.
5. Ghaspani II- Computer room, NIC, 2nd floor, DC 

office at 11 am.

Dimapur, Feb. 23 (EMN): 
The Phek battalion of the 
Assam Rifles and police 
representative during 
the operation at Loza-
phemi village found one 
9 mm country made car-
bine with magazine, one 
9 mm pistol, magazine, 
14 live rounds and one 
ICOM hand held radio 

set, wrapped in a poly 
bag, in Phek district on 
Feb. 22.

A press release from 
the troops’ authority on 
Fri. stated that the opera-
tion was conducted based 
on specific information.

The articles were said 
to have been handed over 
to Phek police station.

Dimapur, Feb. 23 (EMN): As part of clean and dry 
election, Zunheboto police led by SDPO Zubenthung 
Ovung along with drug inspector, Lutovi and 11th 
IRB personnel conduct a raid on pharmacies in and 
around Zunheboto town and seized 6777 Spasmo 
proxyvon drugs and 133 bottles of cough syrups on 
Feb. 20. Updates from DPRO informed.

The owners of the pharmacies were said to have 
been booked under the NDPS Act.

Dimapur, Feb. 23 (EMN): The district election officer 
of Wokha, Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon has warned 
those booth level officers giving photo voter slips in 
bulk to the village council / colony chairman that 
such practice will invite penal action as per the elec-
tion laws.

The DEO stated that the conduct of such a practice 
was brought to the notice of his office. In this regard, 
the DEO has directed the BLOs to take appropriate 
measures to ensure that photo voter slips are given 
only to the concerned person.

The DEO also informed the public that the authen-
tic photo voter slips issued by the Election department 
is one of the documents which can be use as an iden-
tity proof. There are 11 other documents approved 
by the ECI for establishing identity at the time of vot-
ing. Voters may also used passport, driving license, 
service ID card with photograph issued to employees 
by central / state govt./ public  limited companies, 
passbook with photograph issued by bank / Post of-
fice, PAN card, smart card issued by RGI under NPR, 
MNREGA job card, health insurance card issued under 
the scheme of Ministry of Labour, pension document 
with photograph, official document with photograph 
ID card issued to MPs / MLA / MLCs, and Aadhar card.

Dimapur, Feb. 23 (EMN): As per the direction of the 
additional deputy commissioner of Pfutsero, district 
administration in coordination with the police person-
nel, dobashis and civil society organisations conducted 
a surprise and confidential raid in and around Pfutsero 
town on Feb. 20. A DPRO report on Wed. updated.

During the checking, 691 bottles of assorted IMFL 
and a few kilo of yeast (for brewing alcohol) were seized.

The seized items were destroyed in the presence of 
extra assistant commisioner of Pfutsero, Abeinuo Jas-
mine Ashao.

Dimapur, Feb. 23 (EMN): District 
Election Office,Wokha in collabo-
ration with Wokha District icon, Dr 
.Abeny W Khuvung on Feb.20, 2018 
organised a one day awareness 
programme on SVEEP campaign 
on Clean Election for Asha and 

Angangwadi workers at the office 
of the Chief Medical Officer(CMO) 
in Wokha.

Addressing the gathering, dis-
trict icon, Dr. Abeny W Khuvung 
urged the Asha and Angangwadi 
workers to be the ambassadors 

of clean election and spread the 
message to the rural areas while on 
duty as they have easy access. 

Around 90 Asha and Angang-
wadi workers from Wokha and 
Chukitong block attended the 
campaign.

Dimapur, Feb. 23 (EMN): The Against 
Corruption and Unabated Taxation 
(ACAUT) has expressed shock at 
the election related violence, assas-
sination attempts and malpractices 
which is in direct contravention to 
the Nagaland Baptist Church Coun-
cil’s (NBCC) call for clean election 
and the democratic process of the 
country. 

A press release from ACAUT 
chairman Tia Longchar and member 
Simon Kelio on Thursday expressed 
shock and sadness at the loss of a life 
at Tuli in an election related incident. 

The ACAUT said such incidence 
is nothing but utter madness and 
Nagas ought to be ashamed of it, 
the administration should immedi-
ately enforce 144 CrPc in all these 
sensitive areas to prevent untoward 
incidences.

It also condemned those village 
councils that have declared village 
candidates and the alleged involve-
ment of certain Naga political groups 
in forcefully dictating village councils 

to declare village candidates. 
The NPGs are requested to ensure 

that no cadres, ‘rank and file’ violate 
their standing ‘azha.’ 

It also said ‘the administration 
should have no difficulty to act upon 
those village councils who have de-
clared publically to endorse certain 
candidates.’

The ACAUT urged upon the ad-
ministration and the ECI to reinforce 
the security forces in those villages 
that have declared village candidates 
so that ‘voters are not discouraged, 
threatened or ambushed on the way 
to the polling station to cast vote and 
to enable genuine voters to exercise 
their adult franchise in these areas.’ 

While reiterating its stand on “so-
lution before election,” the ACAUT 
said ‘however BJP’s U-turn has made 
Nagas choose election and this has 
bought out the worst human ele-
ments in Nagas.’

Further, it appealed voters to 
heed to their good conscience during 
the election.

Dimapur, Feb. 23 (EMN): 
With the approval of Cen-
tral government and as 
per the University Grants 
Commission (institutions 
of eminence deemed to be 
universities) Regulations, 
2017 and UGC (declaration 
of government educational 
institutions as institutions 
of eminence) guidelines of 
2017, the UGC has consti-

tuted an empowered expert 
committee (EEC).

N Gopalaswami, IAS 
(Retd), former Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner of In-
dia has been appointed as 
chairperson; Tarun Khan-
na, Jorge Paulo Lemman 
professor of Harvard Busi-
ness School; Dr. Pritam 
Singh, former director of 
MDI Gurugram IIM, Luc-

know; and Dr. Renu Khator, 
chancellor of University of 
Houston System as mem-
bers.

The powers and func-
tions of the committee 
shall be as per the regula-
tions and the guidelines of 
the aforementioned provi-
sions. This notification was 
issued by Secretary of UGC, 
Prof. Rajnish Jain.

Dimapur, Feb. 23 (EMN): 
The 1st round   of Na-
tional Deworming day 
was launched for Tuen-
sang district on Feb. 23 
by Chief Medical Officer 
Dr. T Pangjung Sangtam 
and Deputy CMO Dr I 
Temsu Longchar along 
with RBSK staff held at 
Bethesda School in Tu-
ensang town. A press re-
lease from the office of 
the Chief Medical Officer 
on Fri. updated about the 
programme.

It was informed that 
5400 students were de-
wormed on the first day.  
The department wil l 
continue the drive in all 
schools and Anganwadi 
centres covering children 
under the age group of 
1-19 years. 

CMO has appreciat-
ed the positive response 
from all children, par-
ents, teachers and school 
authorities for the suc-
cessfully conduct of the 
first round.

Dimapur, Feb. 23 (EMN): 
A signature campaign on 
clean election and in-
formed and ethical voting 
was held at Sub-Division-
al Officer (Civil) office at 
Jakhama on Feb. 21 with 
district SVEEP icon for 
Kohima, Esther Natso. 

SDO(C) Alemyapang 
Longchar, who is also the 
returning officer of 14th 
and 15th Southern Anga-
mi- I and II assembly con-
stituencies, in his address 
stressed on the impor-
tance of ethical, informed 
and inclusive voting. 

Saying that booth 
level officers are agents 
to spread information 
on clean and ethical vot-
ing, he exhorted them to 
educate voters on their 
rights under the Consti-
tution. He also requested 
the political representa-
tives present not to in-
duce voters with money 
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(L-R) Thenucho Tunyi, Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu, Kuzholuzo Nienu, Dr. Chotisuh Sazo, and Kezhienyi Khalo 
after the election rally in Pfutsero town on February 23.

EM Images

Arvind Metha and MS Bhatia along with Y Kikheto Sema (centre) in 
New Delhi during the first workshop for Northeast and Himalayan 
region states on Feb. 22.

‘Did not issue tickets to previous 
ministry’s corrupt politicians’ — NPF 

Tottering Dhansiri Bridge 
draws first blood: One dead

Pughoboto ADC schedules postal ballot 

Final training for Wokha’s polling personnel 

Nagaland should be ‘special out of special category’ states 
State highlights problems to Finance Commission 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 23 (EMN): 
The president of the Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu has 
exuded confidence that 
the party would form the 
next government for the 
state with ‘new vision, 
programme and policies’ 
in that he ‘did not issue 
tickets to ‘corrupted poli-
ticians from the previous 
ministry.’ 

Dr. Liezietsu said 
this during a campaign 
event for his party’s can-
didates from Phek dis-
trict at Pfutsero town’s 
local ground on Feb. 23. 
The rally also saw Home 
minister and NPF can-
didate at 19th Phek as-
sembly constituency (AC) 
Kuzholuzo Nienu; former 
Home minister and NPF 
candidate at 16th Pfut-
sero AC Thenucho Tunyi; 
NPF candidate at 17th 
Chizami AC Kezhienyi 
Khalo; and former Naga-
land Legislative Assembly 
speaker and NPF candi-
date at 18th Chazouba AC 
Chotisuh  Sazo. 

Appealing to the peo-
ple of Phek district to 

‘start a new beginning,’ 
Dr. Shurhozelie Liezi-
etsu said he had not is-
sued party tickets to ‘the 
corrupted politicians 
from the previous minis-
try.’ Remarking that five 
years was ‘very precious 
for the people,’ he called 
upon the people to elect 
the ‘right candidate to 
bring development.’  He 
lauded legislators from 

Phek district. He said 
that Sazo, Yitachu, Nienu 
and member of the Ra-
jya Sabha KG Kenye had 
‘stood their ground and 
supported his party dur-
ing the political crisis.’ 
The NPF party needs 
such leadership, he said. 

Recalling the NPF’s 
formation about 55 years 
ago, he said that the party 
still holds on to its prin-

ciple to ‘commits itself to 
protecting and safeguard-
ing the Naga people.’ He 
has urged the gathering 
to cast their vote for the 
NPF’s candidates ‘as the 
party represent the iden-
tity of the Naga people.’ 
He asked the people to 
‘choose and differentiate 
between the “cock” and 
the saffron party for their 
future.’

Also speaking dur-
ing the occasion, Thenu-
cho Tunyi has assured to 
make Pfutsero town ‘an 
educational centre’ as it 
is an important place in 
the state. If elected, he 
assured to make Pfutsero 
town the ‘best additional 
deputy commissioner 
headquarter’ in Naga-
land. 

Likewise, Kuzholuzo 
Nienu urged the gathering 
to refrain from using vio-
lence but to ‘elect the right 
candidate’ in the forth-
coming election. Also, he 
requested the voters not to 
sell their votes. 

Candidate Kezhienyi 
Khalo also spoke at the 
event. He said that the 
decision to contest in the 
election was from an in-
tention to ‘bring develop-
ment in the constituency.’ 
Seeing ‘no progress in his 
constituency,’ he said to 
have sacrificed his job as 
a police officer to contest 
in the elections. 

Phek district has about 
1, 01,185 voters including 
49, 885 males and 51, 300 
females in five assembly 
constituencies.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Feb. 23: The long-sounding 
warnings to the government and citi-
zens alike about Nagaland’s deteriorat-
ing bridge infrastructure have begun to 
bear its tragic fruit: A Mahindra Bolero 
ploughed through the railings of the an-
cient ‘old’ Dhansiri Bridge located at Kuda 
‘B khel’ killing one and injuring another.

The vehicle is said to have plunged 
straight down into the river.

It is reported that the deceased, 
who was said to have been driving the 
vehicle, has been identified to be one 

Kughato Yepthomi, informed to be a 
personal secretary to Jacob Zhimomi, 
the Bharatiya Janata Party’s candidate 
at Ghaspani-1 assembly constituency in 
Dimapur. 

It is being reported that the accident 
occurred around 11:30 pm and due to 
‘over speeding.’ Information said that 
the deceased and the other person, 
unidentified, were rushing to the candi-
date’s office after assessment and collec-
tion of documents from another politi-
cal group. On the way, the incident took 
place, it was learned.

Dimapur, Feb. 23 (EMN): The final ar-
rangement on postal ballot for Pugh-
oboto sub-division has been arranged 
on February 24 in the office of ADC & 
DEO, Pughoboto, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

In this regard, ADC & DEO, Pugh-
oboto, Avelu Ruho, has informed all gov-
ernment employees, police personnel, 
drivers and handyman drafted for elec-

tion duty under 13 Pughoboto AC, who 
have applied for Form 12 postal ballot 
and were not unable to cast their votes 
on February 20 and 22, to do the same 
on the aforementioned date. 

A facilitation centre has also been 
arranged so that applicants could cast 
their votes after completing necessary 
formalities and attestation.

Dimapur, Feb. 23 (EMN): The 3rd and 
final round of training for all polling per-
sonnel drafted for election duty has been 
fixed on February 24 at Don Bosco High-
er Secondary School, Wokha, at 10 a.m. 
This was informed by DC & DEO, Wokha, 
Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon.

In this regard, the DC has requested 

all polling personnel to attend the train-
ing without fail. He cautioned that disci-
plinary action would be initiated against 
the absentees as per the relevant sec-
tions of law. The notification has been 
issued in supersession of the earlier in-
formation issued vide even no. dated 
February 21.

Dimapur, Feb. 23 (EMN): 
A team of officers from 
the Nagaland Finance 
department attended a 
workshop for Northeast 
and Himalayan region 
states organised by the 
Fifteenth Finance Com-
mission in New Delhi on 
Feb. 22. The state’s finance 
authorities have told the 
central authorities that 
Nagaland should be in-
cluded in the special state 
category as a special-out-
of-special state.  

The team included Y 
Kikheto Sema, secretary 
for Finance and Budget; 
Kekhwezo Kapfo, joint 
secretary of FRC; and Ke-
toulhou Metha, deputy 
secretary for Budget, ac-
cording to updates about 
the event. 

In his introductory 
speech, Arvind Metha, 
secretary of the fifteenth 
Finance Commission 
was stated to have said 
that the commission 
was aware of the various 
problems faced by the 

nance Commission will 
come into effect during 
2020-21, preparations 
have already begun; the 
members of the com-
mission will be visiting 
the state for on-the-spot 
‘understanding of the 
problems’ in this calendar 
year.

Nagaland’s secretary Y 
Kikheto Sema was stated 
to have expressed happi-
ness  that the commission 
would be more aware of 
problems faced by the hill 
states, particularly North-
east states and Nagaland 
in particular. He said that 
the 9th Finance Com-
mission went against the 
provision of the 16-Point 
Agreement and changed 
the funding pattern for 
the state. He noted that 
the 13th Finance Com-
mission was most unfa-
vourable to the state of 
Nagaland due to the nor-
mative approach that the 
13th Finance Commis-
sion took for the state.

While stating that sal-

ary expenditure during 
the 13th Finance Com-
mission required 35% 
of the total revenue ex-
penditure (net of pension 
and debt servicing), he 
pointed out that the state 
expenditure on account 
of salary was nearly 60%.

‘If we follow the norms 
of the 13th FC, we would 
have to retrench more 
than 46000 employees, 
which was not possible 
at all,’ according to the 
updates. He said that the 
13th Finance Commis-
sion ended with a defi-
cit of INR 1542.71 crore 
which was a huge burden 
on the state of Nagaland.

The officer said fur-
ther that the 14th Finance 
Commission took a more 
favourable approach as 
it was more realistic as a 
result of which the state 
was able to hold its head 
above the water despite 
the backlog from the 13th 
FC in the form of deficit. 
He noted that the 10% 
devolution under the 14th 
FC did not have much im-
pact on smaller states like 

Nagaland since projects 
such as SPA, NCA, etc., 
under erstwhile Planning 
Commission was discon-
tinued thereby leaving 40 
SPA projects incomplete 
with pending liabilities of 
INR 836 crore accompa-
nied by litigations from 
the court due to unpaid 
bills to contractors.

The officer said also 
that the state has adopted 
revision of pay of the 7th 
Pay Commission and no-
tional fixation had been 
made with effect from 
01.06.2017 and actual 
payment from 01.01.2018, 
the updates stated. 

For said reason, the re-
quirement for salary and 
pensions would be INR 
1200 crore per year, which 
would be included in the 
memorandum presented 
to the 15th FC when they 
visit the state, the updates 
stated.

While commenting 
on the special category 
states, Sema stated that 
there were only three spe-
cial category states: Naga-
land, Jammu and Kash-

mir and the hill districts 
of Assam. However, there 
are now 11 special cat-
egory states (nearly 33% 
of the total states in India) 
and Bihar and Orissa are 
also seeking the status. 

While saying that Na-
galand had no objection 
at the centre consider-
ing states to be included 
in the special category, 
Sema said that Nagaland, 
Jammu and  Kashmir 
and Arunachal Pradesh 
should be considered 
‘special out of special cat-
egory states’ due to the 
geo-political issues pre-
vailing in these states.

Further, Sema said 
that while the award of the 
14th Finance Commis-
sion was more favourable, 
owing to the huge deficit 
brought forward from the 
period of 13th Finance 
Commission, much de-
velopment works could 
not be taken up and roads 
and buildings could not 
be maintained due to 
shortage of funds. He said 
that in a state with total 
area of about 16500 sq. 

km, there are about 18000 
kms of roads that require 
maintenance. At the same 
time, public buildings 
which are very old could 
not be maintained due to 
shortage of funds, the up-
dates stated. 

Admitting that the 
number of employees in 
the state is abnormally 
high, Sema stated that 
it had been so since the 
beginning of the state 
because government 
job is the only source of 
employment—there are 
neither industries nor na-
tional or regional institu-
tions in the state to gener-
ate employment.

The workshop was the 
first for the Northeast and 
Himalayan region states, 
which gave the commis-
sion an opportunity to 
address the problems 
faced by the states and for 
timely completion of the 
preparatory exercise. All 
the states in attendance 
were able to highlight the 
problems and the expec-
tations from the fifteenth 
Finance Commission.

hill states. However, with 
only about one and a half 
year left till the fifteenth 
Finance Commission be-
comes effective during 
2020-21, he pointed out 
that there is much work to 
be done. 

Metha has directed 
all the states to prepare a 
memorandum highlight-
ing genuine and credible 

estimates supported by 
accurate data and re-
quirements about a need-
base and without making 
abnormal demands. He 
said that the states should 
prepare good notes in 
support of the estimates 
to make the commission 
become better acquaint-
ed with their problems.

While the 15th Fi-
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Shillong, Feb. 23 (IANS): Charging 
the Narendra Modi government with 
promoting a narrow-minded idea of 
India based on Hindutva, senior Con-
gress leader Shashi Tharoor on Friday 
appealed to voters in Meghalaya not 
to vote for the BJP in the February 27 
Assembly polls.

“This is a government with no 
tangible achievements. What it has 

been trying to do is to change the very 
nature of what India is all about. For 
70 years, we have been trying to build 
India. Even the first NDA government 
did not dare to tamper with the idea 
of India as a country of all people,” he 
told journalists here.

“They (BJP) come to Meghalaya 
and they talked about being kind to 
Christians in BJP-ruled states. I am 

sorry to say -- we have seen horren-
dous incidents involving Christians,” 
Tharoor said.

Questioning the real face of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party-led govern-
ments, the two-time Congress MP 
said: “This is a two-faced govern-
ment. In Meghalaya, they are open-
ing their arms to all, and in Delhi 
they are denying visa to a pastor who 

wishes to come to India to celebrate 
150 years of Christianity in the Garo 
Hills. They come here and say you can 
eat whatever you like. In the rest of 
India, they beat and even kill people 
on suspicion of eating beef.”

Attacking the National People’s 
Party and other regional outfits in 
Meghalaya, the former Minister of 
State for External Affairs said: “I have 

been somebody who is interested in 
national vision, and not regional one, 
but in this particular case, the NPP 
sadly is trying to have it both ways.”

The NPP, founded by former Lok 
Sabha Speaker Purno A. Sangma to 
champion the cause of the people 
of the northeast, is supporting the 
BJP-led National Democratic Alliance 
government at the Centre, Rajasthan 

and Manipur. 
Tharoor also praised the state’s 

Congress government headed by 
Mukul Sangma for improvement in 
education and health sectors. 

The Congress leader said Megha-
laya had gone ahead of Kerala in the 
female literacy rate due to the state 
government’s commitment to the 
Right to Education Act.

Dimapur, Feb. 23 (EMN): 
The international seminar 
organised by the Institu-
tion of Permanent Way 
Engineers (IPWE), India 
was held on Feb. 23 Fr. at 
Guwahati. 

A press release issued 
by the NF Railways Ma-
ligaon on Feb. 23 men-
tioned that the topic  of the 
seminar was “Leveraging 
developments in Monitor-
ing Technology for opti-
mizing Track, Bridge and 
Tunnel Maintenance”. 

The topic is of great 
significance in the present 
scenario when Indian 
Railway, the life line of 
nation, is on the path of 
unprecedented process 
and cultural reform, con-
solidation and expansion 
mode, the release stated. 

Delegates from all 
over India and overseas 
belonging to Permanent 
Way fraternity are said to 
have shared their experi-
ences while deliberations 
on monitoring technology 
for maintenance of track, 
bridges and tunnels has 
taken place and thought 
provoking papers sup-
ported by extensive field 
data presented were also 
said to have been taken 
place.  

The seminar is said 
to have been attended 
by Member Engineer-
i n g  R a i l w a y  B o a r d , 
M.K.Gupta, additional 
members, general man-
agers of different zones, 
retired Railway board 
Members, representatives 
of technology firms from 
India and abroad and 
engineers from all over 
Indian Railway across dif-
ferent ranks. 

Inaugurating the semi-

nar, Minister of state of 
Railways, Rajen Gohain 
is said to have stated that 
such deliberations play 
a very crucial role in the 
context of the renewed 
thrust on technology to 
bring about a paradigm 
change in railways. Track 
engineers, he said played 
the most crucial role in 
ensuring safety.

For the first time IPWE 
(India) seminar is said to 
have been organised by 
Northeast Frontier Rail-
way.  

It is very significant 
considering the fact that, 
in recent time, lot of im-
portance has been as-
signed by the govern-
ment and Railways to 
strengthen and expand 
rail network in North-
east region. 

The seminar is said to 
have provided an oppor-
tunity to the railwaymen 
from NE to participate in 

large number and garner 
latest information and 
knowledge. Safety being 
the first and topmost pri-
ority, it will automatically 
bring reliability, punctual-
ity and customer satisfac-
tion in train operation. 

Delivering the keynote 
address, Member engi-
neering M.K.Gupta said 
that, upgrade the standard 
of maintenance of track 
and other engineering 
assets, to eliminate the 
accidents on engineer-
ing account & casualties 
due to run over cases of 
track maintainers and ac-
cidents at unmanned level 
crossings, it is essential 
to introduce large scale 
modern monitoring tech-
nologies in the field of 
Track, Bridges and Tunnel 
maintenance and in many 
more areas, which will 
reduce the element of sub-
jectivity due to interface of 
technology with human 

efforts. 
Under the guidance 

of Minister of Railways 
Piyush Goyal, inductions 
of new technologies to re-
duce human dependence 
are said to be in progress. 

Road map for com-
plete mechanisation of 
track maintenance has 
already been drawn which 
is expected to be com-
pleted by year 2024. Due 
to these initiatives, over 
750 large track machines 
will be inducted in next 
3 years time as against a 
total fleet of 850 numbers 
existing today. To improve 
safety, in the year 2017-
18, a target of 3,600 kms 
of track renewal with an 
unprecedented outlay of 
Rs 9,305 crore has been 
fixed. Moreover, Rs 11,450 
crore has been allocated 
for track renewal works in 
the budget of year 2018-
19 to improve safety, the 
release further stated.

Guwahati, Feb. 23 (PTI): At least 20 
ayurvedic healthcare centres have 
recently been set up in Assam, Sik-
kim and Arunachal Pradesh, Union 
Minister Sripad Naik said today.

Union Minister of State for AY-
USH Sripad Naik addressed a na-
tional workshop on activities and 
contribution of the Central Council 
for Research in Ayurvedic Sciences 
(CCRAS).

“The CCRAS has recently set up 
20 ayurvedic healthcare centres in 

various parts of Assam, Sikkim and 
Arunachal Pradesh and these cen-
tres are contributing to the health 
care services in the remote districts 
of the NE region,” he said.

The centre in Guwahati will soon 
start In Patient Department services 
and Rs 1.5 crore has been sanctioned 
for the purpose, he said. The CCRAS 
under the Ministry of AYUSH has 
been engaged in research and de-
velopmental activities in the North-
Eastern states since 1971, the Min-

ister said.
India has got a huge traditional 

medicinal heritage in the world and 
enjoys a special status in terms of 
indigenous system of health care 
practices, Naik said.

He also inaugurated the new 
building of the Regional Ayurveda 
Research Institute for Gastro Intesti-
nal Disorder here. 

Naik also urged the need to en-
courage farmers to cultivate more 
medicinal plants.

Jowai (Meghalaya), Feb. 23 
(IANS): National People’s 
Party President Conrad K. 
Sangma on Thursday re-
leased the People’s Docu-
ment for Meghlaya at an 
election rally here.

The “People’s Docu-
ment” highlights key as-
pects of governance in 
areas of economic plan-
ning and development, 
education, healthcare, in-
frastructure, public utili-
ties delivery systems, ag-
riculture, employment 
generation, youth welfare, 
women empowerment 

and environmental pro-
tection.

Senior NPP leaders 
Prestone Tynsong and 
Sniawbhalang Dhar, NPP 
candidates from Jaintia 
Hills and other party func-
tionaries were also present 
at the rally.

“This is not just an-
other election manifesto; 
rather, it is the foundation 
on which the contractual 
obligation between the 
party and the people of 
Meghalaya stands upon. 
It is not only our guiding 
light, but will also act as 

a constant reminder of 
our promise to the people 
of Meghalaya which we 
must honour at all costs,” 
Sangma said.

He said that the main 
thrust of the People’s Doc-
ument is to bring about 
much-needed change, 
which the people of Meg-
halaya are desperately 
longing for.

“This is a very impor-
tant moment in the history 
of Meghalaya because the 
National People’s Party, 
along with the people will 
rise to the challenge of re-

imagining and re-creating 
not only the destiny of the 
state, but most impor-
tantly, the present reality 
of our people,” he said

Sangma said that the 
ruling Congress has been 
trying to communalize 
the election, as they were 
scared of NPP’s growing 
popularity. 

On the National Green 
Tribunal ban on coal min-
ing, the NPP accused Chief 
Minister Mukul Sangma 
failed to take up the issue 
with the Central govern-
ment.

Imphal, Feb. 23 (PTI): The Manipur 
government will develop the memo-
rial of King Kangba at Kangmong 
village in Imphal West district as a 
heritage site to promote tourism in 
the state, a government official said 
here today.

Manipur Art and Culture Min-
ister L Jayantakumar Singh, ac-
companied by local MLA S Ranjan 
Singh and Commissioner of Art and 

Culture Department M Luxmikumar 
Singh, yesterday visited Kangmong, 
where the last rite of king Kangba is 
believed to have been performed, 
he said.

Kangba ruled the kingdom of 
Kangleipak, presently Manipur, be-
tween 1405-1359 BC, according to 
historical records.

The art and culture minister, 
after visiting Kangmong yesterday, 

said the state government will de-
velop the memorial to a heritage site, 
the official said.

“King Kangba is known for 
his contributions to Kangleipak 
during his rule. In fact, the Sagol 
Kangjei game, which later came to 
be known as polo, also originated 
in Kangmong during King Kangba’s 
rule,” the official said quoting the 
minister.

Guwahati, Feb. 23 (PTI): The As-
sam government will be observ-
ing September 22 as ‘Rhino Day’ 
to generate public awareness on 
protection of the one-horned 
pachyderm, Chief Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal has said.

“A day dedicated to the ap-
proximately 2500 rhino popula-
tion in the state will be a tribute 
to the rhinoceros - the pride of 
Assam,” the chief minister said at 
the 10th meeting of State Board 
for Wildlife here last night.

A State Rhino Project in line 
with National Rhino Project will 
be launched in Assam soon for 
protecting the pachyderms from 
threats of poaching, he said.

The CM also asked the wildlife 
board to raise a quick response 
team to rush to the sites where 
animal deaths have occurred un-

naturally.
Taking into account the re-

cent deaths of tuskers in railway 
accidents, Sonowal asked the 
board to initiate a survey of el-
ephant corridors in the state with 
the help of the World Wildlife 
Fund.

“Once the elephant corridor 
mapping in completed, we will 
hold a meeting with the Ministry 
of Railways to take remedial steps 
like creating tunnels or overpass 
for the elephants,” he added.

The meeting also discussed 
plans to form a wildlife health 
and research institute to study 
diseases of animals and suggest 
appropriate treatment mecha-
nism, a govt official said. A Special 
Battalion will be raised to protect 
wild animals in Manas National 
Park, the official added.

New Delhi, Feb. 23 (IANS): Sing-
er-actor Manoj Tiwari, who is 
also the chief of Delhi unit of 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), says 
he is confident that people will 
continue their support towards 
his party.

“People showed their love for 
BJP and Modi in the Delhi MCD 
election, and it will spread to other 
regions as well. Everyone will be a 
part of this colour of love,” Tiwari 
said on Thursday at the launch 
of his album “Rang Aur Pani Ka 
Ishq” here. 

“We have got love from 19 re-
gions, and Tripura and Meghalaya 
will follow,” he added.

Tiwari, who made a place for 
himself in showbiz before enter-
ing politics, also said he wants 
to see Congress President Rahul 

Gandhi and Delhi Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal getting in sync 
with Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s ideology.

“No matter how we are, this 
Holi, I want to smear Rahul Gan-
dhi, Arvind Kejriwal and Ajay 
Maken (Delhi Congress chief) with 
colours... smear them with ‘Modi 
rang’,” he said.

Tiwari took a musical route to 
highlight the positive changes in 
the nation “Modi brought in his 
governance” through the song 
“Rangwa Modi Ke Kamaal”. The 
song is part of his Holi special 
album.

He feels the song is a reflection 
to the emotions of the people of 
the nation.

“I enjoyed singing the song. 
I was very careful that we don’t 

sound superficial in the song. 
The song has a very natural flow. 
I know people will say that ‘Manoj 
Tiwari is a BJP party member, that 
is why he is singing this’, and some 
will say that it (song) is ‘bragging 
about Modi government’.

“But I didn’t feel like that. I felt 
that the song reflects the nation’s 
emotions.”

Talking about the importance 
of Modi in his life, Tiwari said: “I 
am at the service of the nation 
as a Member of Parliament. But 
my songs have played an impor-
tant role in my life. They got me 
recognition. Then I met a person 
for whom I left my whole life and 
followed him. The person is PM 
Modi. 

“And now, Modi wave has en-
gulfed the whole nation.”

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 23 (EMN): A two-day 
national seminar about ‘migration 
and ethnicity in Northeast India’ was 
inaugurated at the Indira Gandhi Na-
tional Tribal University at Makhan at 
Kangpokpi in Manipur on Fri.

The seminar is being organised by 
the Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Insti-
tute of Asian Studies at Kolkata in col-
laboration with the Centre for North-
East Studies and Policy Research, 
Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi; and 
Indira Gandhi National Tribal Univer-
sity, regional campus in Manipur.

Addressing the function, Manipur 
Governor Dr Najma Heptulla said 
that the seminar will help in ‘proper 
contextualising of issues which is 
strongly debated presently in the 
region.’ Migration as ‘factor mobility’ 
and migrants as ‘factor of produc-
tion’ are of paramount importance 
in economics. A large number of 
people from all over the country have 
migrated in search of work to bigger 
cities of the country. Northeast is also 
not far behind in this phenomenon of 
social mobility and a large number of 
young people from this region have 
migrated to different cities across the 

country, she said. 
There is a serious concern about 

illegal migration in the Northeastern 
states, the governor said. Migration has 
been considered as a cultural and de-
mographic threat for the numerically 
smaller communities of the region. 

The North Eastern states share long 
borders with neighbouring countries 
and this has led to a more pronounced 
feeling of insecurity among the lo-
cal populace in the region for illegal 
migration from across the borders, Dr 
Najma Heptulla said.

Guwahati, Feb. 23 (PTI): 
Assam Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal to-
day said that extensive 
agro research holds the 
key for balanced agricul-
tural development of the 
country.

The state government 
was giving importance to 
organic farming and striv-
ing to maintain growth 
story in sync with ecol-
ogy, Sonowal said at a pro-
gramme at the Assam Ag-
ricultural University (AAU) 
at Jorhat.

“Agricultural research 
is the key for balanced 
development and Assam 
Agricultural University 
(AAU) should take the lead 
in setting an agenda for 
students to carry out re-
search to propel agricul-
tural growth in the state,” 
the chief minister said.

The state government 

has decided to plant 10 
crore saplings to maintain 
greenery, he said.

“I appeal to the AAU 
to set out a future plan for 
Assam to take the path of 
agricultural development 
and economic growth by 
taking along all stakehold-
ers,” he added.

He was addressing a 
convention on “Trans-
forming Agriculture for 
Agripreneurship and Em-
ployment Opportunities: 
The Youth Perspective” at 
the AAU in Jorhat today. 

He also hoped that the 
convention, where stu-
dents from agriculture, 
professors and agricultural 
scientists from across the 
country have converged, 
turns out to be an event 
to put forward a set of rec-
ommendations to propel 
agricultural growth of the 
country.

EM Images

Governor Dr Najma Heptulla at the inaugural function of the two-day national  seminar on ‘Migra-
tion and Ethnicity in Northeast India at Indra Gandhi National Tribal University in Manipur on Fri.

Modi govt. promotes narrow-minded idea of India — Tharoor

NFR organises int’l seminar in Guwahati 20 ayurvedic healthcare centres set 
up in three northeastern states

NPP releases ‘People’s Document’ for M’laya polls

King Kangba’s memorial to be developed as tourism site

Assam to observe ‘Rhino 
Day’ on September 22

Love for BJP will also spread to 
other regions, says Manoj Tiwari

Two-day national seminar on ‘migration and ethnicity’ Sonowal stresses for 
agricultural research

News IN BrIef
Chrome to analyse northeast 
poll results data for DD
New Delhi, Feb. 23 (IANS): Chrome Data 
Analytics will analyse the counting of votes 
in Meghalaya, Tripura and Nagaland for the 
state-run Doordarshan TV. Chrome will collect 
election data and provide it to the national news 
broadcaster on the counting day of the assembly 
elections on March 3, a company statement 
said. The project will incorporate technology 
empowered platforms for quick data collection 
and analysis, as well as on-ground presence of 
representatives from the company at all count-
ing booths. “The Doordarshan project is an 
exciting and challenging brief. We look forward 
to delivering excellence by providing the fastest 
coverage and real time analyses,” Chrome Data 
Analytics and Media chief Pankaj Krishna said 
in the statement.

Manipur budget session  
concludes

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 23 (EMN): The budget session of 
Manipur state Legislative Assembly came to an 
end after introducing and passing six bills on Fri.  
The session, which commenced on February 2 
was opened with the governor’s customary ad-
dress and it has a total of 15 sittings wherein 125 
starred and 22 unstarred questions were raised 
and answered by the concerned Ministers.  Six 
calling attention motions were raised apart from 
having an obituary reference.

Assam Cong MLA suspended 
from House, removed by 
marshal
Guwahati, Feb. 23 (PTI): Congress MLA Sher-
man Ali was suspended from the Assam Assem-
bly by the speaker for the day and was removed 
by the marshal for refusing to obey the order. 
During Zero hour, the MLA from Baghbar asked 
PWD Minister Parimal Suklabaidya a question 
on the poor condition of a bridge in his constitu-
ency. The minister replied to the question but 
Ali was not satisfied and an argument between 
them followed. Speaker Hitendranath Goswami 
then ruled that no further discussion would be 
allowed. He repeatedly asked the Congress MLA 
to stop and sit down but he continued to argue. 
The Speaker then suspended the MLA for the 
day and asked him to leave the House but he re-
fused, following which marshals were called and 
he was removed forcibly. Ali later told reporters 
outside the House that his suspension reflected 
the undemocratic attitude of the present gov-
ernment.

Minister of State of Railways, Rajen Gohain inspecting the technical exhibition organised at the seminar.
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Lenovo dethrones 
Datawind to top 
Indian tablet market
New Delhi, Feb. 23 
(IANS): Chinese technol-
ogy major Lenovo has be-
come market leader in the 
Indian tablet market replac-
ing Datawind with 21 per 
cent share in the second 
half of 2017, with Samsung 
sharing the second position 
with Datawind at 16 per 
cent, a new report said on 
Friday. According to Cy-
berMedia Research’s “India 
Tablet PC Market Review”, 
Datawind lost a massive 15 
per cent market share from 
the first half of 2017 when 
it registered 31 per cent 
share.

Lenovo’s rise is attrib-
uted to strong B2B sales. 
Lenovo witnessed 114 per 
cent sequential growth in 
its shipments.  Shipments 
of Samsung witnessed 39 
per cent sequential growth 
whereas Datawind’s ship-
ments declined sequentially 
by 35 per cent. 

“The second half of  
2017 witnessed surge in 
B2B sales where Govern-
ment was key buyer and 
education vertical remained 
leading contributor. This 
half year witnessed growth 
of tablet adoption in finan-
cial services sector,” Nar-
inder Kumar, Lead Ana-
lyst, CyberMedia Research, 
said in a statement. Overall, 
the India tablet market re-
corded 28 per cent growth 
in the second half in which 
a total of 1.8 million unit 
were shipped.  According 
to Kumar, restaurants and 
fast food sector emerged as 
a key area for tablet con-
sumption, mainly driven by 
online food ordering. 

Shipments of 4G Tab-
lets recorded 51 per cent se-
quential growth with Len-
ovo shipping almost half of  
4G tablets in the time frame. 
The entry-level tablets (be-
low Rs 5,000) clocked 35 
per cent decline. 4G be-
came leading technology, 
while 3G and 2G tablets 
witnessed decline in their 
respective market shares. 
“Tablets in price range of  
Rs 5,000 to Rs 10,000 be-
came major contributor 
with 47 per cent market 
share with 118 per cent se-
quential growth accredited 
to B2B business of Lenovo 
and Acer. Shipments of Rs 
20, 000 to Rs 30,000 grew 
doubled fold on its small 
base due to improved sales 
of Apple,” the report said.
Sashi Shankar, Chief Mar-
keting Officer, Idea Cellu-
lar, said in a statement.

New Delhi, Feb. 23 (IANS): A day 
after the Cellular Operators’ As-
sociation of India (COAI) said it is 
likely to drag the telecom regula-
tor to the court following its recent 
Telecom Tariff Order (TTO), Reli-
ance Jio has sent a letter to the tel-
ecom body to publicly apologise 
within 48 hours for its “defama-
tory statements”.

“COAI and Rajan Mathews (Di-
rector General, COAI) are hereby 
called upon to issue a public apol-
ogy and issue appropriate clarifi-
cation expressly regretting their 
callous and defamatory state-
ments through a separate press 
release issued no later than 48 
hours from receipt of this notice,” 
Jio said on Thursday in a letter ad-
dressed to Mathews.

A copy of the letter is available 

with IANS. The letter was also sent 
to incumbent players like Bharti 
Airtel, Vodafone India, Idea Cel-
lular and Telecom Regulatory Au-
thority of India’s (TRAI) Chairman 
and Secretary.

Earlier Mathews had said 
through a statement: “We will 
speak to all our members and look 
for a consensus on the next steps 
to be taken. There has to be a pub-
lic debate first and we have started 
that. The stakeholders including 
the DoT (Department of Telecom-
munications), PMO (Prime Min-
ister’s Office) and the courts need 
to look at this and take a stand on 
whether it is even-handed or not.”

The COAI said TRAI’s telecom 
order favours Reliance Jio.

Condemning COAI’s state-
ment, Jio said: “Reliance Jio con-

demns and highly regrets COAI’s 
reckless, wilful and flagrant act of 
making slanderous and libellous 
accusations patently against Reli-
ance Jio in the press release, which 
are ex-facie defamatory and veiled 
under the garb of criticising the 
orders of the sectoral regulator.”

Jio said it is a core member of 
the COAI and “has constantly dis-
played, acted and promoted in a 
manner second to none, through 
its services and policies”.

“However, it is highly regret-
table and appalling to see that a 
body which had once emerged 
as the official voice of the Indian 
Telecom industry, is now reduced 
to becoming an instrument and 
mouthpiece of Bharti Airtel, Vo-
dafone and Idea,” Jio said in the 
letter.

NEWS IN BRIEF

New Delhi, Feb. 23 (IANS): In an effort 
to provide high-speed connectivity in 
rural areas, domestic telecom equip-
ment manufacturer VNL on Friday 
unveiled a “Made in India” 4G LTE tel-
ecom system.

The system ensures seamless con-
nectivity at affordable prices. It has Ac-
cess and Core network elements which 
are power efficient and optimised so-
lutions help sustainable mobile broad-
band services for remote and rural 
deployments, the company said in a 
statement.

Telecom Minister Manoj Sinha 
launched the 4G/LTE telecom system 
at an international buyers-sellers meet 
here. “The latest range of technologi-
cally robust 4G/LTE telecom products 

is the outcome of our strong in-house 
R&D capabilities and signify India’s in-
herent strengths in the area of telecom 
equipment manufacturing,” said Rajiv 
Mehrotra, Founder Chairman of VNL.

“These systems offer compact and 
versatile radio applications and can 
operate flawlessly even in harsh envi-
ronment,” he added.

The system can also be deployed 
for applications in the fields including 
emergency communication, offshore 
oil fields, mines and for institutional 
requirements.

According to a latest Nokia report, 
the LTE-capable device base grew to 
218 million in 2017, with 74 per cent 
being Voice over LTE (VoLTE) capable 
as well. 

Kolkata, Feb. 23 (IANS): 
India Kawasaki Motors 
Pvt Ltd, which remained 
bullish on the country’s 
premium motorcycles 
market, is looking to 
increase local procure-
ment to reduce cost and 
increase sales, an official 
said here on Friday.

After its split from 
Bajaj Auto in April 2017, 
the Japanese motorcy-
cle-maker has sold 1,500 
units till date and ex-
pects to end the current 
financial year with sales 
of around 1,800 units.

“We are targeting to 
double our sales in the 
next year,” the compa-
ny’s Managing Director 
Yutaka Yamashita told 
reporters here.

He said it sold 1,300 
pieces through its part-
nership with Bajaj in 
2016-17.

The motorcycle-
maker, operating in the 
segment ranging from 
250cc to 1,400cc, has 
been importing compo-
nents from Japan, Thai-
land and Indonesia and 
assembling here but it 

New Delhi, Feb. 23 
(IANS): Chinese smart-
phone maker OneP-
lus has continued its 
growth in the overall 
Indian premium seg-
ment by capturing 48 
per cent market share 
in fourth quarter, as per 
International Data Cor-
poration’s (IDC) latest 
Quarterly Mobile Phone 

Tracker 2017 Q4.
During 2017, OneP-

lus grew by a staggering 
1116 per cent in the pre-
mium smartphone seg-
ment.

“It is truly remark-
able that OnePlus has 
become the biggest An-
droid premium smart-
phone brand within just 
three years of entering 

the Indian market,” Vi-
kas Agarwal, General 
Manager at OnePlus, 
said in a statement.

Globally, OnePlus 
became a $1.4 bn brand 
in the fourth year of its 
operation with India as 
its biggest market, con-
tributing to one-third of 
the global business, the 
statement said.

D-5076

AFFIDAVIT
Declaration of Name

I, Abdur Rahman (New Name) 
Abdur Rahman Chowdhury 
(Old Name) s/o Lt. Azizur 
Rahman, resident of behind 
Breeze Restaurant, N.L.Road 
Dimapur Nagaland declared 
through an Affidavit No 
240/2018 dated 23.02.2018 
that both are the names of 
one and the same person i.e. 
my name only. Now onwards I 
will use my new name ABDUR 
RAHMAN for all official and 
legal purposes.

D-5075

AFFIDAVIT
Declaration of Name
I, Milkey Jain resident 
of H.No.15, G.S. Road, 
Naga Bazaar, Murgi Patti, 
Dimapur, Nagaland 
declared through an 
Affidavit No 212/18 
dated 21.02.2018 that 
my name Milkkey Jain 
and Milkey Jain are one 
and the same person.

AFFIDAVIT
 I, No. G/3600309W, Rank- Hav/GD, Name Malangmei Kunilung, S/o. Late Karengdai, 
Resident of Diphupar- ‘A’, Dist- Dimapur, Nagaland do hereby solemnly affirm and declare on 
oath as under:- 
1. That, I am a bonafide citizen of India by birth. 
2. That, the correct official name of my wife is “Makuthonliu”, which is recorded in her official 

documents and records. 
3. That, however the name of my wife is inadvertently entered and recorded as “M. 

Makathonliu” in my service book/records. 
4. That, “Makuthonliu” and “M. Makathonliu” refers to the name of one and the same 

person, i.e, the name of my wife only. 
5. That, I have sworn this affidavit to declare the correct official name of my wife as 

“Makuthonliu” and further to rectify the same in my service records/book accordingly. 
6. That, the statement made in the above paras (1) to (5) are true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge and belief and nothing material has been concealed therein. 

And I have signed this affidavit on this 22nd day of February ‘2018 at Dimapur, Nagaland
DEPONENT 

    Sworn and declared before me 

Notary Public
D-5072

Regd.No.231/2018 Date: 22/02/2018

AFFIDAVIT
 I, No. G/3600309W, Rank- Hav/GD, Name Malangmei Kunilung, S/o. Late Karengdai, 
Resident of Diphupar- ‘A’, Dist- Dimapur, Nagaland do hereby solemnly affirm and declare on 
oath as under:- 
1. That, I am a bonafide citizen of India. 
2. That, my full correct & official name is “Malangmei Kunilung”, which is entered and 

recorded in my academic records and official documents.
3. That, due to inadvertence my name is entered and recorded in short as as “M. Kunillung” in 

my service book/records.
4. That, “Malangmei Kunilung” and “M. Kunillung” are the names of one and the same 

person, i.e., my name only.
5. That, I have sworn this affidavit to declare my correct official name as “Malangmei 

Kunilung” and I shall use the same in all my future official correspondence and records and 
further to rectify the same in my service book/records accordingly.

6. That, the statements made above from para 1 to 5 of this affidavit is made by me which is 
true and correct to the best of my knowledge, belief and nothing is concealed therein. 

And I have signed this affidavit on this 22nd day of February ‘2018 at Dimapur, Nagaland
DEPONENT 

Sworn before me by the Deponent 

Notary Public
D-5073

Regd.No.232/2018 Date: 22.02.2018

DECLARATION 
I, No. G/3600309W, Rank- Hav/GD, Name Malangmei Kunilung, S/o. Late Karengdai, Resident 
of Diphupar- ‘A’, Dist- Dimapur, Nagaland do hereby solemnly affirm and declare on oath as 
follows:- 
1. That, I am a citizen of India and residing at the above address.
2. That, Smti. Makuthonliu, is my legally wedded wife, whose correct date of birth is 

13/12/1972, which is entered and recorded in official documents and records.
3. That, due to ignorance the date of birth of my aforesaid wife is inadvertently recorded as 

06/02/1967 in my service book.
4. That, this declaration is made to declare that the correct date of birth of my said wife should 

be used as 13/12/1972 instead of 06/02/1967 in all future correspondence relating to me 
which may be kindly accepted by any concerned authority in any references in future and 
also to rectify the same in my service book. 

5. That, the content of this declaration made in para (1) to (4) are true to the best of my 
knowledge and belief.

 And I have signed this declaration on this 22nd day of February ‘2018 at Dimapur, Nagaland. 
DEPONENT 

Solemnly affirmed and declared before me 

                                   Notary Public
D-5074

Regd.No.233/2018  Date: 22.02.2018

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER 
NAGALAND : KOHIMA

In continuation to this office Advertisement published on 23rd 
February 2018, it is for the information of all concerned that the Election 
Commission of India has modified the poll timings from 7:00 AM to 3:00 
PM for Polling Station No.19 (Thongsonyu) of 57-Thonoknyu Assembly 
Constituency under Tuensang district. This polling station also known as 
P-2 polling station where the polling party will move out from dispersal 
centre (District Hq.) two days prior to date of poll. 

(ABHIJIT SINHA) IAS 
Chief Electoral Officer 

Nagaland : Kohima 

ADDENDUM 
NO.ELE/PS-29/2017   Kohima, dated the 23rd February 2018 

Email: ceo_nagaland@eci.gov.in                      Phone: 0370-2290456/2290458 

KG-2345

MILITARY ENGINEER SERVICES
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS

Commander Works Engineer Shillong, SE Falls, Shillong - 11 on behalf of 
President of India invites online item rate bids on Single Stage Two Cover Bid 
System for the following work:- 

Ser 
No Name of Work Estimated 

Cost
Period of 

completion Tender ID No

1. PROVISION OF FURNITURE 
FOR KLP ACCOMMODATION 
PROVOST UNIT AT NARANGI 
(JOB NO: E/1914)

13.00 Lakhs 6 Months
2018_

MES_171524_1

For further detail refer website eprocuremes.gov.in/defproc.gov.in
Davp 10102/11/2503/1718

MILITARY ENGINEER SERVICES
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS

Commander Works Engineer Shillong, SE Falls, Shillong - 11 on behalf of 
President of India invites online item rate bids on Single Stage Two Cover Bid 
System for the following work:- 

Ser 
No Name of Work Estimated 

Cost
Period of 

completion Tender ID No

1. PROVN OF SEWAGE 
TREATMENT PLANT NEAR 
BLD NO P-220 UNDER GE 
SHILLONG

45.50 Lakhs 6 Months 2017_
MES_168147_1

For further detail refer website eprocuremes.gov.in/defproc.gov.in
Davp 10102/11/2444/1718

expand local procure-
ments to reduce cost,” 
he said adding that man-
ufacturing bikes totally 
in India is “not yet final-
ised”. 

The installed capac-
ity of the new plant is 
currently around 10,000 
units a year, he said on 
the sidelines of opening 
an exclusive brand out-
let here. 

Yamashita said the 
market for premium seg-
ment in India has been 
growing and the com-
pany has 22 exclusive 
brand outlets in India.

“We plan to open 10 
more such outlets by 
March,” he added.

has since started local 
procurement, he said.

“We have established 
a new (assembling) fac-
tory and a new devel-
opment centre in Pune. 
We have started local 
procurements. We will 
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DAILY

PATH
“A weed is any plant that grows where you don’t want it,” my father said, handing me the hoe. I wanted to 

leave the corn plant that had “volunteered” among the peas. But Dad, who had grown up on a farm, instructed 
me to pull it out. That lone cornstalk would do nothing but choke the peas and rob them of nutrients.

Human beings aren’t plants—we have minds of our own and God-given free will. But sometimes we try to 
bloom where God doesn’t intend us to be.

King Saul’s son, the warrior-prince Jonathan, could have done that. He had every reason to expect to be 
king. But he saw God’s blessing on David, and he recognized the envy and pride of his own father (1 Samuel 
18:12–15). So rather than grasping for a throne that would never be his, Jonathan became David’s closest 
friend, even saving his life (19:1–6; 20:1–4).

Some would say that Jonathan gave up too much. But how would we prefer to be remembered? Like the 
ambitious Saul, who clung to his kingdom and lost it? Or like Jonathan, who protected the life of a man who 
would become an honored ancestor of Jesus?

God’s plan is always better than our own. We can fight against it and resemble a misplaced weed. Or we 
can accept His direction and become flourishing, fruitful plants in His garden. He leaves the choice with us.

Lord, please forgive us for those times when we act as if You have planted us in the wrong place. Help 
us see what You have for us to do today.

Blooming in the Right Spot
BIBLE READ:    1 SAMUEL 20:30–34  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

So Jonathan made a covenant  
with the house of David.

~  1 Samuel 20:16

Let’s Build and Be Built

Your Voice is Your Voice

The Choice is Ours

C
ommon life pave with the beats of the 
upcoming elections. A state which is ra-
tional yet naive in terms of electing our 
programs to shoulder our responsibili-

ties. Issues are voluminous, everyone knows about 
it, every individual knows it yet deeds remain 
scarcely poor. Certain and manifold vested inter-
est organizations banner up to bring change yet 
for slow while the ramp is aflame and stiff. Then 
we see one's family, clan and villages holding trib-
alistic views manifesting proclamatory egotistical 
trait towards their own which we inculcated from 
evil ones among ourselves. Churches impact and 
churches downfall that diminishes the trend of faith 
can also be seen alternately. A bureaucrat insufflat-
ing bewildering minds of the ambitious juveniles 
is vogue and becomes a victim of the fallen; many 
young skilful gifts and epitome leaders have gone 
unseeing by breed of money and greed for power: 
only few justifiably reach it. Wealth has become a 
boom for the poor while the leaders got privileges 
to play his/her dice vehemently astute. We are 
found of beleaguering our leaders to the extent of  
killing yet our hands with curiosity prosper them 
on the other side placing oneself amidst their trend. 
A new divine is what every elderly citizens and par-
ents cried for, least guiding the diplomatic furtive 
movements. Naga and Tribal HoHos, the various 
Organizations, insurgents and including the ingen-
ious  student bodies... are all flooded in corruption 
and the most recently influential ACAUT has all 
been a mere mirage. It's all beyond its limit to shun 
away from.

Agriculturist dreams are hauled due to deficit 
funds while officials fail to promote it for self-ex-
tended. Free corruption Christian state Nagaland 
is dreamed only by dreamers, digital Nagaland is 
close yet too far, and smart city seems just an illu-
sion. Our roads implies of what we are as whole, 
our hospital patients schemes are looted instead of  
reaching them, students money are diverted to their 
numbers, deserving candidates failed to acquire 
their jobs, teachers salary are flowing in their sink, 
developmental project aspects are drained out.....
Yet whom do we really blame when we first Rob 

them by selling ourselves to vote?
Our Christian faith encourages a change in all 

perspective right from heathen people to religious 
beings, from lowly people to the high class, from 
the dark to white skins; to every individual of the 
soils of this earth. Change is a word that every Na-
gas craves for be it bias or real, it’s an unfinished 
task. Everybody knows solution is in our hand be-
ginning from I, You and Me to consent leaders yet 
we least bother it and when something turns awk-
ward  we see banners, posters, graffiti’s  criticizing 
with dynamic voices in volumes as if  solutions has 
already got the answer, but in truth it always suc-
cumb in the end. Money, Money, Money is some-
thing each individual cannot be eschewed from and 
that’s where spine-chilling things are inherited to 
ablaze its own glory.

'Change' our main theme be renovated better 
this election, many fights has gone unheard, many 
articles for change has been published yet un-no-
tice, many prayers has been unsaid, many promises 
has being broken, many lives has been lost, many 
future has been ruined....all has proven futile.

So, why not??
Let’s put forth the good mark in pragmatism in-

put and avail our Christian faith firm. Let’s not for-
get our pioneers who sacrificed for a better Naga, 
let’s not forget our vision to reach the unreached, 
let’s not forget that we are the banner of our respec-
tive churches and let’s not forget that we are sons 
and daughters of Warriors who stood for integrity, 
truth and justice with their last dying breath. Let’s 
pace the tedious road we travelled by and live to 
make a change for a better Nagaland and see the 
changes within the change in us through the genu-
ine candidate we chose and vote for. Nagaland for 
Christ be restored through us by our new elected 
leaders, where then we will see a faraway utopian 
state unfolding right before our eyes.

Change will not come if  you wait for some else 
to do the right thing, you are the change that you 
and I seek. You are the change that the Nagas need.

Long live Nagaland.
Kui Keyho,                                                                                 

Tamil Nadu

With another round of  call to partici-
pate in the election process, we must 
remember that voting is not only our 

right but it is our power. When we vote we ex-
ercise our power to choose and our power to 
change. Vote is the platform to efficiently com-
municate the will of  voter to the elected officials 
and helping our democracy to be more participa-
tory and responsive. To quote Jose mati, “The 
vote is a trust more delicate than any other, for 
it onvolves not just the voter but his life, honour 
and future as well”.

There has been a hue and cry over the years of  
corruption and lack of developments in the state. 
After all the hype, news, smear campaigns, poll re-
lated violence, buying and selling of votes against 
the much concerted effort of the NBCC’s cam-
paign for Clean Election philosophical debates on 
social media, election day is finally upon us to put 
all our loud talks into action.

Are we ready to vote with the right conscience 
or have we opted not to vote for fear of threat or 
intimidations, remember when we choose not to 
vote, it is not rebellion but it is a surrender.

Every voter should identify the two types of  
leaders – leaders, driven by socialized power who 
are wiling to sacrifice their self  interest for common 
good and leaders driven by personalized power 
who gain personally at their followers’ expense. Let 
us be wise in electing leaders driven by the former 
because such leaders have compelling values and 
act with a broader purpose in mind. We should 
vote for such leaders who realize that they do not 
exist on their own accord and did not get to where 
they are on their own.

Let us voice out with our vote for hope, for life 
and for a bright future then only our quest for a 
clean and better Nagaland will turn reality.

R. Mhonbeni Ezong, 
Wokha Town

A 
simple assessment on our 
present socio-political scenario 
presents a rather bleak and 
gloomy future unfortunately. 

The direction in which we-the naga Chris-
tians are headed towards is nowhere close 
to where we need to be. In fact we are 
miles and miles away from it. Where we 
need to be in actuality is quite simple. To 
be no other than to what we claim to be -  A 
Christian state. But we happen to express 
it in the most insincere and pathetic man-
ner and that too at all levels. A lengthy ex-
planation is unnecessary as to why we are 
consistently failing to be what we consider 
ourselves to be. Spiritual decay is sadly 
the main culprit. It is self-explanatory and 
the consequence is that we are losing our 
identity. We no longer seem to know who 
we are,  what we stand for and what we 
need to fight for.  We make no sense any-
more rather excelling in making ourselves  
a complete mockery. We claim to be a 
Christian state yet we willingly commit 
to the exact opposite ideologies. Its worri-
some to think that we are willingly throw-
ing ourselves to the hungry  wolves. A day 
has come for the Christians in Nagaland  
to sincerely ponder upon why we do and 
what we do. When the nation of Israel - a 
chosen nation of God, time and again for-
sook the Living God-the Creator and wor-
shipped the gods and goddesses of the pa-
gans, we read that Joshua challenged his 
people, the people of Israel saying, “And 
if  it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, 
choose for yourselves  this day whom you 
will serve, whether the gods which your fa-
thers served that were on the other side of  
the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land you dwell. But as for me and 
my house we will serve the Lord.” (Joshua 
24: 15). The Nagas are now in a similar 
situation. What are we going to choose for 
ourselves? 

What happens when we forsake the 
Living God- the Creator? Perplexity 
comes  when we forsake the Living God-
the Creator. According to the news pub-
lished in our local dailies various political 
parties are beginning to taking shape.  In 
regard to this a rather thought provoking 
question that emerges from it is,  do we 
know the ideologies of the political par-
ties we are giving birth to? For if  we know,  
any right thinking  individual would not 
give in to things that would work against 
us in the near future. And if  we do not 
know,  the question is, how can we be so 
blind? How can we make ourselves com-
fortable in an uncomfortable situation 
especially in our faith? Are we willing to 
remain as ignorant fools and be led to a 
point of no return? And once again,  if  
one knows fully well, how is it that one  
willingly surrenders and commits to ide-
ologies that clearly  goes against what our 
Christian faith demands? Only one thing 
is evident,  We are only opening the doors 
towards greater perplexities. Leader with-

out vision and principles is no leader at all. 
If  we want to have leaders with vision and 
principles, who can build and rebuild our 
nation, we should elect leaders who fear 
and love the Lord.  For our God is not a 
God of confusion but of peace” ( ! Cor. 
14: 33). God-fearing visionary leader is the 
cry of our land today. 
Who will elect God-fearing visionary leader?

God-fearing voters will elect God-fear-
ing visionary leader (s). God-fearing voter 
will not sell his or her vote (birth-right) for 
one piece of meal. We talk about “Clean 
Election.” How are we helping achieve this 
noble initiative undertaken by right think-
ing Nagas?  Are we following it through 
correctly or are we cleaning up the pockets 
of the intending candidates.  The more  we 
clean the pockets of the intending candi-
dates during election, the more our land 
will remain dirtier, our roads will remain 
dirtier, and our society will remain dirtier. 
The choice is ours,  whether to remain 
rich during election and become  poor and 
poorer at all levels after election  or actu-
ally cast our votes in all honesty and have 
a better life with better roads, better educa-
tion and better hospitals etc. in our land 
as a result of right honest and God-fearing  
candidates and a stable  political system. It 
is in our discretion to choose. 
How to identify God-fearing  
visionary leader (s)?

God-fearing visionary leader (s) will 
not buy votes, and will not coerce voters to 
support him or her. Rather, he or she will 
commit to the ways of the Lord. There is a 
need for us to come together,  set aside our 
differences and earnestly ask the Lord for 
such individuals to take over the decaying 
system in our land. And to do so without 
being stopped by any one. 

Finally, a plea to all right thinking 
individuals. Let us not be blinded by the 
ways of the world. Let us not part take in 
things that are not pleasing to our sover-
eign Lord. Let us not be lured into things 
that will have a reverse negative impact on 
us and future generations to come. Let us 
not be the generation that buries Christian-
ity over money.  Let us not be held respon-
sible for cursing our land. But rather,  let 
us better be  ourselves with the knowledge 
of who we are in Christ.  Let us find our 
true identity in Him alone so that we live 
a purposeful life.  Let us re-evaluate the 
choices we make with deeper understand-
ing of why we do so. Let us not mock our 
faith but professing to be a Christian and 
yet in our actions profess otherwise. In 
a time like this when our land is in great 
perplexity and in chaos, how many of us 
(Christians) can join Joshua to say, “As for 
me and my house we will serve the Lord” 
and  salvage our land for Christ and make 
our land to be a land of blessings and not 
to be a land of curse. 

God bless Nagaland!
Rev. J.T. Lotha

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

How to Start 
Your Own 

Cryptocurrency

Fed up of standing by watch-
ing while others make and 
lose fortunes on cryptocur-

rencies? Now you too can make 
and lose a fortune!

This columnist realised it was 
time to tackle this topic when a 
news report said more than 1,500 
Bitcoin-like cryptocurrencies had 
been launched and a reader asked 
me for advice on starting his own.

Easy, I said. Whose head would 
you like to be on it? He chose his 
own, which showed me that he 
had no idea what a cryptocurrency 
was. They are not physical coins, 
so don't have anyone's heads on 
them.

Never mind. Most people don't 
understand these things. This is 
good.

Things you can sell to unsus-
pecting friends as Bitcoins: 1) 
game arcade tokens; 2) foreign 
coins; 3) toy medals; and 4) choco-
late money.

But one of my more serious col-
leagues is starting his own crypto-
currency; so I know the system.

1. Download the main coin 
mining software from a website 
called Github, then hire a nerd, as 
you have to tweak the programme 
(with C++) to make it unique.

2. Think of a theme. It is impos-
sible to be too wacky. For example, 
one person made a cryptocoin 
called "Offerings to Cthulhu", 
named after an alien from a 1928 
sci-fi story. You'd think that was 
too silly to work, but it is going 
strong after several years.

3. When people start buying 
your currency, sell them all and 
run away as fast as you can.

If the last part of this process 
reminds you of anything, it should. 
It is the same technique used by 
people working for criminal gangs 
("banks") for pushing evil scams 
such as sales of stocks and shares, 
unit trusts, investment bonds, 
Ponzi schemes, etc.

It's an exciting field. In Janu-
ary this year, the value of Bitcoins 
was going up and down so fast (in 
a $10,000 range) that you had to 
discuss it with a live price tracker 
in your hand. Here's a typical con-
versation:

ME: "I'll buy your car for one 
Bitcoin." HIM: "No way! This car's 
worth more than... $9,845." ME: 
"More than... $11,245? No, it isn't. 
That's a good price." HIM: "Okay, 
you got a deal." ME: "I'm now 
transferring to you one Bitcoin." 
HIM: "Wait. This is only worth... 
$7,231." ME: "Too late, Byeee." 
[Drives off.]

Bitcoin analysts say the number 
of new coin issues is accelerating 
so we'll each have our own cur-
rency in "the mid-to-long-term fu-
ture", meaning a week next Tues-
day. Shopping will be challenging.

SHOPPER: "Do you accept 
Flurgles?" SHOPKEEPER: "Yes, 
but your change will be in Ooglie-
wooglies."

What to call your coin? All the 
cool names have already been 
taken, including Mysterium, Ein-
steinium and BitBean. Others are 
odd, like the Melon, or desperately 
unimaginative, like the Namecoin.

I reckon it's time to stand out 
and get attention by using an 
ironically humorous name for 
your new Bitcoin. Four sugges-
tions: 1) SweetLittleNothings; 2) 
Don'tBuyThese; 3) Moneypits; and 
4) IdiotTokens.

Okay, hands up who'll buy an 
IdiotToken from me? And no, you 
can't pay me in cryptocoins. I want 
hard cash. I may be an idiot but 
I'm not stupid.

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based 
frequent traveller. Send ideas and 
comments via his Facebook page)

Nury Vittachi | IANS

God invites us to participate with Him in taking the gospel to our world. 

Our Acid Oceans Will Dissolve 
Coral Reef Sands Within Decades

Carbonate sands on coral reefs will start dissolving 
within about 30 years, on average, as oceans become 
more acidic, new research published today in Science 

shows.
Carbonate sands, which accumulate over thousands of 

years from the breakdown of coral and other reef organ-
isms, are the building material for the frameworks of coral 
reefs and shallow reef environments like lagoons, reef flats 
and coral sand cays.

But these sands are sensitive to the chemical make-up of 
sea water. As oceans absorb carbon dioxide, they acidify – and 
at a certain point, carbonate sands simply start to dissolve.

The world’s oceans have absorbed around one-third of 
human-emitted carbon dioxide.
Carbonate sand is vulnerable
For a coral reef to grow or be maintained, the rate of carbon-
ate production (plus any external sediment supply) must be 
greater than the loss through physical, chemical and bio-
logical erosion, transport and dissolution.

It is well known that ocean acidification reduces the 
amount of carbonate material produced by corals. Our 
work shows that reefs face a double-whammy: the amount 
of carbonate material produced will decrease, and the new-
ly produced and stored carbonate sands will also dissolve.

We measured the impact of acidity on carbonate sands 
by placing underwater chambers over coral reefs sands at 
Heron Island, Hawaii, Bermuda and Tetiaroa in the Pacific 
and Atlantic Oceans. Some of the chambers were then acid-
ified to represent future ocean conditions.

The rate at which the sands dissolve was strongly related 
to the acidity of the overlying seawater, and was ten times 
more sensitive than coral growth to ocean acidification. In 
other words, ocean acidification will impact the dissolution 

of coral reef sands more than the growth of corals.
This probably reflects the corals’ ability to modify their 

environment and partially adjust to ocean acidification, 
whereas the dissolution of sands is a geochemical process 
that cannot adapt.

Sands on all four reefs showed the same response to 
future ocean acidification, but the impact of ocean acidi-
fication on each reef is different due to different starting 
conditions. Carbonate sands in Hawaii are already dissolv-
ing due to ocean acidification, because this coral reef site is 
already disturbed by pollution from nutrients and organic 
matter from the land. The input of nutrients stimulates algal 
growth on the reef.

In contrast, carbonate sands in Tetiaroa are not dissolv-
ing under current ocean acidification because this site is 
almost pristine.
What will this mean for coral reefs?
Our modelling at 22 locations shows that net sand dissolu-
tion will vary for each reef. However, by the end of the cen-
tury all but two reefs across the three ocean basins would on 
average experience net dissolution of the sands.

A transition to net sand dissolution will result in loss of 
material for building shallow reef habitats such as reef flats 
and lagoons and associated coral cays. What we don’t know 
is whether an entire reef will slowly erode or simply collapse, 
once the sediments become net dissolving, as the corals 
will still grow and create reef framework. Although they will 
most likely just slowly erode.

It may be possible to reduce the impact of ocean acidifi-
cation on the dissolution of reef sands, by managing the im-
pact of organic matter like algae at local and regional scales. 
This may provide some hope for some already disturbed 
reefs, but much more research on this topic is required.

Ultimately, the only way we can stop the oceans acidify-
ing and the dissolving of coral reefs is concerted action to 
lower CO2

 emissions.

1. Shall not buy votes with money.
2. Shall not insist/force Clan, Khel, Village, and family to 

declare support for a  particular candidate.
3. Shall not bribe the voters with money or materials.
4. Shall not distribute party money or provide party-

based development work during election time.
5. Shall not distribute alcohol, drugs, or other intoxi-

cants to voters.
6. Shall not set up camps in colony/khel/vlllage/town.
7. Shall not put up flags and posters on an individual 

household except in party office and house of the can-
didate.

8. Shall not provide feasting, picnic, or go for procession.
9. Shall not use force, intimidation and undue influence 

to the voters.
10. Shall not use the support of underground/NPGs for 

threatening voters.
11. Shall have a dear and realistic manifesto.
12. Shall avoid house to house campaign.
13. Shall discipline the party workers and educate them 

with CEC instructed by the NBCC.
14. Shall not use/spread false propaganda for personal 

gain.
15. Shall not be involved in booth capturing and any other 

activities which are unbecoming of any political party.
16. Shall  deliver peace,  justice, and development for our 

people
17. Shall participate in the Common Platforms organized 

by the Clean Election committee.
18. Shall support NBCC-CEC guidelines in letter and spir-

it, and cooperate with all the initiatives of  Association 
level CEC-Core Committee.

(Issued in public interest)

Pledge Signed by Political Parties 
and NBCC for Clean Elections
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Sandhya Ramesh | thewire.in

Martin Gustafsson | The Conversation

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Today you might 
find yourself compelled to stay at home for 
some reason, Aries. Perhaps you’re expect-
ing a visitor who’s late or a delivery of some 

kind. Therefore, you could feel somewhat antsy. You 
like staying home, but only if you choose to do so. Find 
something creative to fill the time you have to spend 
waiting. That might make you feel as if you’re choosing 
even if you aren’t.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Construction 
on streets or buildings might make it dif-
ficult for you to get around your neighbor-
hood today, Taurus. Traffic could be backed 

up for blocks. If you must run errands, either walk or 
get them done early in the day. The work could foul 
up the phone lines as well, at least for a while, so you 
might miss some calls you needed to take. This could 
be a frustrating day. Keep yourself busy at home.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Disappointment 
in a prominent public figure you’ve always 
admired could cause an ethical crisis today, 
Gemini. You might find yourself doubting be-

liefs and values that you’ve accepted without question 
for most of your life. Bear in mind that this is actually 
a healthy process. By tomorrow you’ll probably have 
made peace with yourself, and should have done some 
growing up in the meantime. Hang in there!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): A lack of contact 
between you and a romantic partner could 
have you feeling rather depressed today, 
Cancer. You might be tempted to jump to 

the erroneous conclusion that your beloved no longer 
cares about you and that’s why your phone isn’t ring-
ing. Don’t fall into this trap. If you try to be objective, 
you’ll realize that this isn’t true. Chances are that your 
friend was held up in some way and will call as soon as 
there’s an opportunity.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You tend to be very 
intuitive, Leo, but today your channel to the 
other side could appear to be totally blocked. 
You can’t sense what others are feeling, and 

oracles like the I Ching just don’t make sense any more. 
You may try to fall back on logic, but that doesn’t work 
today either. Don’t think this is a permanent situation, 
however. Your mental biorhythms are low. You should 
be back to normal in a few days.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You’re usually a hard 
worker, Virgo, whether the work involves a job, 
personal project, or simply chores around the 
house. Today, however, you’re going through a 

fit of laziness. Chances are you don’t want to do a thing 
except lie around and read or watch TV. It’s OK. We all 
need time to let our hair down and relax. Don’t suffer un-
due guilt because you don’t feel like working.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today you just 
might want to cut yourself off from the world 
and hide, Libra. Your backyard or bedroom 
seems especially attractive right now, and 

you might have just purchased a new paperback that 
you’re dying to read. You won’t even feel like sharing a 
meal with the rest of the household. Don’t worry about 
this. We all want some time alone occasionally. Your 
family should understand.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): A friend or rela-
tive might propose some travel, Scorpio, but 
today you don’t even want to think about go-
ing to the grocery store. You won’t feel much 

like talking to anyone, either. Your mind is probably 
on intellectual or metaphysical matters. You could just 
want to stay home and study those subjects all day. Tell 
your friend the idea of traveling sounds great and you’ll 
discuss it later. That’s all you can manage right now.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Gloom 
may settle upon you today when you face 
your financial situation, Sagittarius. You may 
have had a lot of bills to pay, and thus your 

coffers could be a bit low for your liking. Still, this is 
only temporary, and it probably feels good to have 
the bills out of the way. Find something inexpensive, 
like reading, to keep you busy and get your mind off it. 
You’re probably doing fine!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): This morn-
ing you might look in the mirror and be 
horrified at what you see, Capricorn. You’ve 
been working hard and are stressed out, 

so you probably look tired. You’re apt to blow it all 
out of proportion, however, and think you look a lot 
worse than you actually do. Treat yourself to some new 
clothes and a walk, and then get some rest. Tomorrow 
you’ll probably look as terrific as ever. Hang in there.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Something 
could happen during the day that uncon-
sciously reminds you of something unpleas-
ant that happened to you in the past, Aquar-

ius. You might not even remember today’s event, but 
memories of the occurrence long ago could plague you 
throughout the day and put you in a very black mood. 
Try to analyze why this memory affects you so much. 
Then when you know, let it go. You might feel as if a 
heavy weight has been lifted off your shoulders.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): None of your 
friends may be at home today, Pisces, and so 
you probably won’t be able to have any phone 
conversations or visits with them. This could 

cause you to feel rather lonely. You might brood a little and 
convince yourself that no one cares about you any more. 
Snap out of it! You know full well this isn’t the case. Read or 
watch videos until someone rings you up, and they will!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

W
hen Victor Buso was photo-
graphing the night sky in Sep-
tember 2016, he had a one in 
10 million chance that he’d 

capture a supernova. The universe made 
sure he took it.

When a heavy star burns out with a 
giant explosion, it’s a supernova. Astron-
omers have observed supernovae but 
haven’t caught many of them in the mo-
ment of their birth itself. More specifically, 
we don’t have any records of the first few 
hours of a type IIb supernova explosion – 
where the progenitor star first loses a large 
part of its outer layers before blowing up.

Fortune amended this gap in 2016.
On a calm and clear night in September 

that year, Victor Buso, an amateur astrono-
mer and astrophotographer, was testing a 
camera he had mounted on his telescope 
in Rosario, Argentina. He pointed his setup 
at NGC 613, a spiral galaxy over 65 million 
lightyears away, and took a series of pic-
tures. Each short had 20 seconds of expo-
sure over 90 minutes, from 1:30 am to 3 am 
local time. Buso didn’t realise what he’d 
managed to get on camera until later: the 
first ever visible-light images of a super-
nova shockwave.

The first 20 minutes of Buso’s observa-
tions show a quiet sky to the galaxy’s south. 
After 45 minutes – and some 40 photos 
into Buso’s sequence – a supernova erupts 

into life. The star is KSN 2011d. It can be 
seen getting bigger and brighter as the se-
quence continues, with maximum bright-
ness nearly tripling in the last few pictures. 
This is the first time a supernova has been 
photographed in such quick succession.

In the middle of his shoot, Buso had no-
ticed that a new spot of light had appeared 
in his pictures that kept getting brighter. 
He realised he could be looking at a devel-
oping event and attempted to contact the 
Astronomical Observatory of Córdoba.

When that didn’t work – possibly be-
cause it was the middle of the night – he 
called Sebastián Otero of the American 
Association of Variable Star Observers. 
The two put out an announcement soon. 
Otero also reported the bright spot to the 
Transient Name Server, the official body 
for reporting temporary events, or tran-
sients, with short lifespans. Soon after, the 
All Sky Automated Survey for SuperNovae, 
an automated program with 20 telescopes 
around the world searching for superno-
vae, and the Asteroid Terrestrial-impact 
Last Alert System telescope, Hawaii, look-
ing for moving objects in the sky, con-
firmed the event for what it was: a type IIb 
supernova.

It was designated SN 2016gkg. The de-
tection was announced immediately and a 
large-scale monitoring effort began the next 
day, September 21, 2016. It was observed in 
the visible, X-ray and ultraviolet parts of the 
spectrum, and quickly became one of the 

most-studied supernovae in history.
The wave of death
Buso’s photos contained a particularly 
unique gem, an astrophysics Arkenstone, 
if you will: the signs of a shock breakout. 
In the last few moments of their lives, stars 
weighing 10x the Sun collapse under their 
own weight. This happens because the star 
has run out of lighter elements to fuse and 
starts trying to fuse iron. However, unlike 
lighter elements, iron fusion consumes 
more energy than it produces, forcing the 
star to eat itself.

The result is a shockwave from the core 
that ripples out through the star’s body, 
heating everything up by millions of de-
grees, eventually reaching the surface in a 
blinding flash of energy. “The shock break-
out phase is like the first flash of light from 
when you light a matchstick,” Parshati Pa-
tel, an education and outreach coordina-
tor at the Centre for Planetary Science and 
Exploration, Western University, Canada, 
told The Wire. “It is a wave of death starting 
from the core and reaching the surface.”

Astronomers have expected shock 
breakouts to occur because their theories 
and computer models predicted it – but 
they weren’t observed until recently. In 
2008, Kevin Schawinksi of the University of 
Oxford and his team observed the shock-
wave’s precursor (a UV emission) followed 
by the shockwave itself shooting through 
SNLS-04D2dc, a supernova about 2.5 bil-

lion lightyears away.
In 2016, the Kepler space telescope 

caught the first shock breakout of a type II 
supernova in visible light. Buso’s pictures 
are the second such set of recordings, and 
the first of a type IIb supernova. “What is 
new here is that we have seen the explo-
sion within a few hours of it occurring, 
meaning we have been able to watch the 
shock breakout as it happens,” said Alan 
Duffy, an astrophysicist and associate pro-
fessor at Swinburne University, Australia.

Buso’s album is all the more remarka-
ble because supernovae are unpredictable. 
The only reason humans have never been 
able to regularly see the first few seconds 
of one is because we don’t know where to 
look. By the time we do, the star has been 
dead for hours, even days. Besides, shock 
breakouts occur for up to ~20 minutes 
only. The entire explosion itself lasts about 
three hours before the supernova begins 
cooling. “The images really are a big deal. It 
is one of the first times we have seen these 
moments,” Duffy said.

Everyone can look up at the night sky, 
fewer still have a camera with them. But 
the subset of them that go on to capture 
the birth of a supernova as well as its shock 
breakout is astonishingly smaller. The au-
thors of a paper published (paywall) in 
Nature this week say the odds are at most 
one in 10 million. According to Patel, “A lot 
of the recent imaging of supernovae have 
missed the three-hour mark. The key to un-

derstanding these processes and improve 
our theories is always early detection. So 
these photographs provide a lot of value.”
Stellar gluttony
We’ve seen a few supernovae progeni-
tors just before they exploded, and we’ve 
currently identified about 30 that could 
explode soon. After comparing Buso’s 
images, data acquired by telescopes and 
archived shots of the same patch of sky, 
astronomers have concluded that the pro-
genitor is part of a binary star-system.

One guess for how this supernova hap-
pened, per the Nature paper’s authors, is 
that there were originally two stars weigh-
ing 19.5x and 13.5x the Sun. As the heavier 
star became bigger and brighter, its outer 
layers expanded into the sphere of gravi-
tational influence of the second star. The 
second star then siphoned in these layers 
unto itself, reducing the first star to 4.6 so-
lar masses. At this point, the star was light 
enough for its 1.6-solar-mass core to run 
out of fuel and trigger a collapse.

To find out whether they’ve guessed 
right, we wait for the explosion to subside 
and then observe the companion star, still 
young but now luminous and engorged 
from all the material it stole. Astrophysi-
cists have predicted the result of its super-
nova will give birth to a neutron star about 
20 km wide – although when is not clear.

(Sandhya Ramesh is a science writer 
focusing on astronomy and earth science.)

The evidence is clear: education changes 
lives, in ways that are often not fully un-
derstood.

For instance, quality education can help 
you live a longer, healthier life. This is because 
education equips you to approach health on a 
rational, informed basis stripped of supersti-
tion. Your own education can benefit others’ 
health, too: research from Malawi has showed 
that having educated people as close neigh-
bours enhances your health.

Evidence from Indonesia, meanwhile, 
points to education being a particularly strong 
predictor of who survived the aftermath of the 
2004 tsunami. Cuba copes with hurricanes far 
better than Haiti in part because  its citizens 
are more educated.

Wolfgang Lutz and Reiner Klingholz re-
cently completed a book, in German, on edu-
cation’s role in resolving pressing current prob-
lems of inequality and sustainability, drawing 
extensively from history and recent scientific 
research. In 2017 it was translated into Eng-
lish with the title Education First! From Martin 
Luther to Sustainable Development.

Lutz is a world authority on population 
trends and climate change. Klingholz is a bi-
ologist and demographer. The pair worked on 
the book in South Africa, while based at the 
Stellenbosch Institute for Advanced Study in 
2015.
Education as a driver of history
Lutz and Klingholz explore how mass literacy 
became a revolution that changed the course 
of Europe’s and, via colonialism, the world’s 
history.

Up to around 500 years ago, a defining 
feature of world inequality was that in those 
parts of the world where writing existed only 
around 1% had access to the schooling and 
texts that made literacy possible. Virtually all 
of this tiny minority were men. In Europe, the 
Muslim world and China, 99% of people were 
illiterate.

Martin Luther, in rebelling against Europe’s 
Catholic order, insisted that literacy should be 
universal. It was a view which would have ap-
peared fanatical at a time when no one – prob-
ably including Luther – imagined just how 
much economic benefit would flow from lit-
eracy and education more broadly.

The impact of the Reformation on literacy 

was not immediate, but the genie had been let 
out of the bottle. By 1800 around half of Prot-
estant Europe was literate. By 1900 literacy was 
near universal. Japan, eager to modernise, rep-
licated many aspects of the German education 
system, starting in the 1870s.

Britain’s and, much later, Japan’s em-
pires proved efficient in their brutality largely 
thanks to an exceptionally educated popula-
tion at home. The rise of the United States can 
be attributed to the fact that this champion 
of private enterprise also pioneered the mass 
public funding of secondary schooling.

It is argued that Germany became suscep-
tible to the lies of the tiny Nazi party because 
its secondary schooling had fallen behind its 
counterparts across the world.
Enablers and disenablers
Modern technologies are undoubtedly educa-
tion enablers. Their absence has also played 
a big role in how education has – or hasn’t – 
evolved. One sobering case of technology sup-
pression happened in 1485 when the Ottoman 
sultan imposed a ban on printing. It lasted 
for two centuries, throttling the technology 
that Luther’s revolution relied on. This partly 
explains why the Islamic Golden Age, with its 
scientists and thinkers, was unable to evolve 
into a mass education movement.

Communism, for all its failings on the eco-
nomic policy front, was generally an excellent 
promoter of education. Inspired by Marx, him-
self originally a first-generation Lutheran, Mao 
laid the foundations for mass quality school-
ing in China, which made an astounding eco-
nomic takeoff possible several decades later.

Julius Nyerere and Robert Mugabe were in 
some respects similar education pioneers in 
Africa.

Education already serves as a bulwark 
against existential threats. It helps communi-
ties to understand each other, weakens ram-
pant nationalism, assists in population control 
and widens the talent pool from which inno-
vation must come. But parts of the world need 
much more of it.
Africa’s story
Africa has made important strides: today 
around 80% of African children attend prima-
ry school and around 50% secondary school-
ing. But some countries are doing much bet-
ter than others. Take Nigeria, for example. The 
oil-rich country should be an education leader 
in Africa, but is in fact a laggard. African coun-

tries with far worse resource endowments 
have performed much better educationally.

At the other end of the spectrum is Mauri-
tius, which took a decision to massify quality 
education in the 1960s. The impact is still be-
ing felt today. It stands out as the only African 
country (other than tiny Seychelles) to have 
virtually eradicated poverty.

The island’s post-independence leader-
ship in the 1960s was neither communist nor 
Lutheran. It simply understood the value of 
education.

Ethiopia, the only non-Muslim sub-Sa-
haran African country with a long history 
of literacy – albeit limited to a tiny minority 
– benefited from good leaders in the 1980s. 
They refused to follow instructions from the 
International Monetary Fund to cut educa-
tion funding. This stubbornness, also seen in 
Ghana and Mozambique, bore fruits in the 
form of Ethiopia’s recent economic growth, 
and reduced fertility rates. In Addis Ababa they 
are as low as in Switzerland. Nigeria, which 
essentially gave in to the IMF, has paid a high 
price for this.

Elite capture in places such as Malawi have 
held education back. 68% of public spend-
ing on education goes to the richest 10% of 
the population, partially because spending is 
heavily skewed towards one university.
The role of foreign donors
International development funding debates 
display a short-sighted lack of appreciation for 
education’s long-term benefits. The evidence 
suggests that a significant portion of the fund-
ing being made available for climate change 
adaptation is best spent on education.

UNESCO’s estimate of the annual cost of 
plugging the financing gap to bring school-
ing, up to the lower secondary level, to all the 
world’s children equals less than 1% of what 
the United States spent on its war in Iraq, or a 
tenth of what Qatar has committed to the 2022 
World Cup.

The world moves fast. In the three years 
since the book was first published in German, 
much has changed. Then, US participation 
in global climate agreements still seemed as-
sured. Now its English title can clearly be read 
as a sideswipe at the Trump administration 
and its insistence on “America First”. One won-
ders how the authors would have dealt with a 
newly emerging risk: a tragic mix of a high level 
of education, as in the US, with an anti-science 
populism.

Amateur Astronomer Points His Camera at 
the Sky, Stumbles Onto a Supernova

Joining the Dots: Why Education is Key to Preserving the Planet

Babies born to obese women via 
Caesarean-section (C-section) 
may be at five times greater risk 

of turning out overweight by the age of 
three, a study has found.

A gut bacteria called Lachnospi-
racae may also be partially blamed for 
the weight gain in these adolescents, 
the study said.

The community of micro-organ-
isms or bacteria that live in the diges-
tive tracts of babies are influenced by 
the type of delivery the mother goes 
through, the findings showed. 

While the the risk of obesity in her 
child increases three times when the 
overweight woman delivers vaginally; 
the risk gets fivefold the normal when 
she delivers via C-section, the research-
ers stated.

“We know that maternal overweight 
is linked to overweight in children,” 
said Anita Kozyrskyj, researcher at the 
University of Alberta in Canada.

“Given that infant overweight and 

obesity are a major public health prob-
lem, our results reinforce increasing 
concerns over rising caesarean deliver-
ies and affirm the role of the gut micro-
biota as a “super organ” with diverse 
roles in health and disease,” Kozyrskyj 
said.

“What our study showed is that 
both type of delivery and changes in 
gut bacteria are involved in obesity 
risk,” she added.

For the study, published in the jour-
nal JAMA PEDIATRICS, the researchers 
investigated 930 mothers and their in-
fants. 

DNA sequencing techniques per-
formed in the laboratories provided 
information on the types and quantity 
of bacteria present in the infants’ stool.

They found that an abundance of 
Lachnospiracae does influence the re-
lationship between maternal weight 
and child weight following vaginal and 
caesarean birth.

Source: IANS

C-section, Gut Bacteria May 
Up Obesity Risk in Kids 

Parents, take note! The types of 
snacks a child chooses could be 
linked to genetics, a new study has 

claimed. The researcher investigated 
whether genetic variants in taste recep-
tors related to sweet preference, fat taste 
sensitivity and aversion to bitter green 
leafy vegetables influenced the snacks 
chosen by the study participants.

They found that nearly 80 per cent 
of the study participants carried at least 
one of these potential at-risk genotypes 
that could predispose them to poor 
snacking habits.

“Kids are eating a lot more snacks 
now than they used to, and we think 
looking at how genetics can be related to 
snacking behaviour is important to un-
derstanding increased obesity among 
kids,” said Elie Chamoun from the Uni-
versity of Guelph in Ontario, Canada.

“This new research could help par-
ents understand how their kids taste, 
and tailor their diet for better nutritional 
choices,” Chamoun added.

The study, published in the journal 
Nutrients, entailed tracking the day-to-
day diets of a group of pre-schoolers and 
found that one-third of the kids’ diets 
were made up of snacks. 

The researchers also tested the 
participants’ saliva to determine their 
genetic taste profile. They discovered 
that kids with a sweet tooth, who have 
the gene related to sweet taste prefer-
ence, ate snacks with significantly more 
calories from sugar. They also ate those 
snacks mostly in the evening.

“It’s likely these kids snacked more 
in the evening because that’s when they 
are at home and have more access to 
foods with high sugar,” said Chamoun.

The children with the genetic variant 
related to fat taste sensitivity were found 
to consume snacks with higher energy 
density. People with this genetic vari-
ant may have low oral sensitivity to fat 
and therefore consume more fatty foods 
without sensing it, the researcher said.

Source: IANS

Genetics May Play Big Role in Kid’s Snacking Patterns



NEWS IN BRIEF
New Zealand defence forces chief 
meets top navy official 
Mumbai, Feb. 23 (PTI): Chief of Defence Forces 
of New Zealand Lt Gen Timothy Keating today 
met Vice Admiral Girish Luthra, Flag Officer Com-
manding-in-Chief of the Western Naval Command, 
and senior Navy officers here. Lt Gen Keating, ac-
companied by a nine-member delegation, is on a 
visit to Mumbai from February 22 to 24, a Defence 
spokesperson said here. The delegation also visited 
the Naval Dockyard, the Dockyard Heritage Hall 
and stealth frigate INS Tarkash, the spokesperson 
said. Earlier, Lt Gen Keating held talks with chiefs 
of the Indian Armed Forces and discussed areas of 
cooperation between the two countries. He had met 
Army chief General Bipin Rawat, Navy chief Admiral 
Sunil Lanba and Air Chief Marshal B S Dhanoa and 
Defence Secretary Sanjay Mitra in Delhi. “India and 
New Zealand have come a long way in strengthening 
their defence relationship. Over the years, the two 
navies have built up high levels of interoperabil-
ity through various types of interactions. This visit 
would strengthen the existing bond between the two 
navies,” the spokesperson said.

Congress expels former Mahar-
ashtra minister Satish Chaturvedi 
Nagpur, Feb. 23 (PTI): The Maharashtra unit of 
Congress has expelled senior leader and former 
state minister Satish Chaturvedi from the party for 
“promoting” rebel candidates during the last year’s 
Nagpur Municipal Corporation elections. The Ma-
harashtra Pradesh Congress Committee (MPCC), in 
a letter to Chaturvedi yesterday, said it had received 
complaints alleging that he supported rebel Con-
gress leaders to defeat the party’s official candidates 
in the civic polls. A show-cause notice was issued to 
him but he didn’t reply, said the letter. Subsequently, 
the president of Nagpur District Congress Commit-
tee conducted an inquiry and “the report findings 
confirmed your involvement in promoting rebel 
Congress candidates” which led to the defeat of party-
nominated candidates, the MPCC said. “Hence, ac-
tion is being taken against you,” it said.Chaturvedi 
couldn’t be contacted for a reaction.

500 people migrate amid shelling 
by Pakistan in Uri
Jammu, Feb. 23 (IANS): Targeting of civilian facilities 
by the Pakistani Army near the Line of Control (LoC) 
in Jammu and Kashmir’s Uri sector has forced some 
500 people to abandon their homes and migrate else-
where, a top officer said on Friday. Director General of 
Police S.P.Vaid said: “Due to firing, shelling from across 
the border areas of Uri about 500 people migrated to 
safer areas.  “Deputy Commissioner, Senior Superin-
tendent of Police were on the spot looking after the 
people,” he added. The Pakistani Army has been violat-
ing the bilateral ceasefire agreement on the LoC with 
impunity since the beginning of 2018.

Uproar in Raj Assembly over 
farmers’ issues 
Jaipur, Feb. 23 (PTI): Uproarious scenes were today 
witnessed in the Rajasthan Assembly where opposi-
tion members cornered the government over the issue 
of farmers which led to two adjournments. Independ-
ent MLA Rajkumar Sharma said he wanted to raise 
the issue of agitating farmers but was prevented from 
speaking. He demanded a reply from the government.  
Congress members, who had also started uproar on 
the issue, joined Sharma and stormed to the well of 
the House, thus forcing the speaker to adjourn the 
House for half-an-hour. When the House reassembled, 
deputy speaker Rao Rajendra Singh gave his ruling and 
said the government will reply. Water resources minis-
ter Rampratap said that various farmer-related issues 
were listed for the day and urged the lawmakers to 
allow the House to function. “Demands for grants for 
drinking and irrigation water are listed in the business 
today which are important things for farmers and any-
one creating disturbance in this will be anti-farmer,” 
said Rampratap. This aggravated Sharma who started 
arguing with the minister. Parliamentary affairs min-
ister Rajendra Rathore and transport minister Yunus 
Khan intervened. When the ugly scenes and uproar 
continued, Deputy Speaker Rao Rajendra Singh ad-
journed the house till 2 pm.
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India, Canada pledge to 
fight terrorism in all forms

Search at Delhi CM’s house: 7 
CCTV cameras found not working

Rotomac owner case: Court grants 
one-day transit remand to CBI 

BJP blames ‘anarchist’ Kejriwal for ‘Constitutional crisis’ in Delhi ‘’Dhanush’’ ballistic missile 
successfully test-fired 

Maldives warns India against 
interfering in its internal affairs

Supplementary charge 
sheet against Pakistan 
intelligence official — NIA

PTI

Rotomac Pens owner Vikram Kothari being produced at the Patiala Court in New Delhi on Friday.  

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi shakes hands with his Canadian 
counterpart Justin Trudeau before their meeting at Hyderabad House 
in New Delhi on Friday.

PTI

Police personnel outside Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s 
residence during an investigation in relation to the alleged assault 
on Chief Secretary Anshu Prakash, in New Delhi on Friday. 

‘Dhanush’ ballastic missile

New Delhi, Feb. 23 (IANS): 
India and Canada on Fri-
day pledged to combat 
terrorism in all its forms 
and manifestations while 
declaring that no country 
should allow its territory 
to be used for terrorist and 
violent extremist activities.

The assertion by the 
two countries came in a 
joint statement issued after 
talks between Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and his 
Canadian counterpart Jus-
tin Trudeau and assumes 
significance in the context 
of perceived softness on 
the part of Canada towards 
Khalistani separatists oper-
ating on its soil.

“Recognising that ter-
rorism, violent extrem-
ism and radicalisation to 
violence present acute 
challenges to global peace, 
stability and prosperity, the 
leaders resolved to combat 
terrorism and violent ex-
tremism in all their forms 
and manifestations,” the 
joint statement said. 

Modi and Trudeau also 
welcomed the agreement 
on a bilateral Framework 
for Cooperation on Coun-

tering Terrorism and Vio-
lent Extremism that was 
signed between the two 
countries.

The Framework recog-
nised the urgent impera-
tive to disrupt recruitment, 
terrorist movements and 
the flow of foreign terrorist 
fighters, address the threat 
posed by cross-border and 
state-sponsored terrorism, 
stop sources of terrorist 
financing, dismantle ter-
rorist infrastructure and 
prevent supply of arms to 

terrorists and counter vio-
lent extremism and radi-
calisation to violence. 

The two sides empha-
sised the need to deny 
operating space to terror-
ist and violent extremist 
groups.

Under the Framework, 
both sides committed to 
further develop exchang-
es and facilitate effective 
cooperation in the fields 
of security, finance, jus-
tice, and law enforcement, 
including, where appro-

priate, at the operational 
level.

It consists of institu-
tionalised cooperation 
between the National Se-
curity Council Secretariat 
of India and the office of 
Canada’s National Security 
and Intelligence Advisor, 
and regular exchanges and 
coordination between In-
dia and Canada, which 
will be guided by the joint 
National Security Advisors’ 
Dialogue. 

The joint statement 
further said that to reaf-
firm the importance of 
lawful commerce and the 
freedom of navigation and 
over-flight throughout the 
Indo-Pacific region, in ac-
cordance with internation-
al law, including the rights 
and jurisdiction of states 
under UN Convention for 
Law of the Sea (Unclos), 
the two leaders supported 
bolstering regional con-
nectivity through trans-
parent development of 
infrastructure and use of 
responsible debt financing 
practices, while ensuring 
respect for sovereignty and 
territorial integrity, the rule 
of law and environment.

Modi and Trudeau also 
expressed “strong concern” 
over the prevailing security 
situation in Afghanistan 
and the recent political 
developments in the Mal-
dives and their implica-
tions for free society.

On the economic side, 
both leaders agreed to re-
alise the full potential of 
bilateral trade and invest-
ment and both sides will 
renew efforts to expand 
and diversify bilateral eco-
nomic and commercial 
relations. 

Modi and Trudeau also 
agreed to strengthen bi-
lateral and international 
cooperation to address 
climate change and secure 
a clean energy future, and 
committed to promoting 
the implementation of the 
Paris Agreement. 

It stated that the two 
leaders “underscored the 
importance of accelerating 
the global transition to af-
fordable, reliable, sustain-
able and modern energy 
sources and acknowledged 
that renewable energy is a 
pathway to a low-carbon 
and more sustainable en-
ergy system”.

New Delhi, Feb. 23 (IANS): 
D e l h i  Po l i c e,  w h i c h 
searched Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal’s resi-
dence on Friday for CCTV 
footages in connection 
with the alleged assault 
on Chief Secretary Anshu 
Prakash, said no cameras 
were installed in the room 
where the incident report-
edly took place.

A senior police officer 
said they would go about 
the investigation based on 
the coverage by cameras 
installed in the corridor 
and added that seven of 
the 21 CCTV cameras in 
the house were not func-
tioning.

“Going by the coverage 

by CCTV cameras outside 
the drawing room and in 
the corridor, we will try 
to understand the move-
ment of people before 
and after the incident,” 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (DCP) 
Harendra Kumar Singh 
said.

“The time of cameras 
at the Chief Minister’s 
residence was running 
behind by 40.43 minutes,” 
he said, adding that hard 
disks of the cameras had 
been seized.

A forensic team was 
also present during the 
search, so that evidence 
could be collected in a 
certified and professional 

way, the DCP added.
These teams would 

also look into why seven 
cameras were not func-
tional.

So far, interrogation of 
the Chief Minister has not 
been done.

The police official de-
clined to comment on 
whether the Chief Minis-
ter and his deputy Manish 
Sisodia would be inter-
rogated.

The police also interro-
gated the people responsi-
ble for maintenance of 
the CCTV cameras in the 
Chief Minister’s residence.

On Tuesday, the Chief 
Secretary had alleged that 
he was beaten up by two 
AAP MLAs Amanatullah 
Khan and Prakash Jarwal, 
in the presence of Kejri-
wal, on Monday night at 
the Chief Minister’s resi-
dence where he had been 
called for an emergency 
meeting.

The incident took 
place between 12.00 and 
12.15 a.m, according to 
the police.

The officer said that 
the CCTV footage was 
sought by them on Febru-
ary 20, but since there was 
no response, they had to 
conduct the search.

New Delhi, Feb. 23 (PTI): A 
Delhi court today granted 
the CBI’s plea for one-day 
transit remand for Rotom-
ac owner Vikram Kothari 
and his son Rahul to pro-
duce them before a Luc-
know court in connection 
with a Rs 3,695-crore loan 
default case.

The duo was produced 
before Additional Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate 
Samar Vishal and the agen-
cy sought two-day transit 
remand from the court 
to take them to Lucknow. 
The court allowed a day’s 
transit remand for both 
the accused, who were ar-
rested yesterday for alleged 
default on loan repayment.

A consortium of seven 
banks had extended loans 
worth Rs 2,919 crore to 
Rotomac Global Pvt Lim-
ited 2008 onwards, ac-
cording to a CBI FIR. The 
amount swelled to Rs 3,695 
crore, including the ac-
crued interest, because 
of repeated defaults on 
payment, the agency has 

Male, Feb. 23 (PTI): The Maldives has 
warned India against taking “any ac-
tions” that could hinder resolving the 
political crisis in the country, as New 
Delhi expressed its deep dismay over 
the extension of emergency in the 
island nation.

The Maldivis’ Foreign Ministry in 
a statement late last night said Presi-
dent Abdulla Yameen’s government 
takes note of the public statements is-
sued by the Indian Government that 
“ignore the facts and ground realities” 
with regard to the ongoing political 
developments in the Maldives.

It said that India’s assertion that 
the extension of the state of emergen-
cy for 30 days was unconstitutional 
is a clear “distortion of facts, which 
ignore the constitution and laws of 
the Maldives.” 

“There is no doubt that the Mal-
dives is experiencing one of the most 
difficult periods in the history of the 
nation. It is therefore important that 
friends and partners in the interna-
tional community, including India, 

refrain from any actions that could 
hinder resolving the situation facing 
the country,” it said.

“The Government of Maldives 
reiterates its firm commitment to 
work closely with the international 
community, including India, to ad-
dress the concerns they might have,” 
the statement said.

Persisting with its displeasure 
over the extension of emergency in 
the Maldives, India yesterday said 
it does not see a valid reason for 
the Maldivian parliament to do so 
and maintained that it continues 
to watch the situation in the island 
nation.

India has expressed “deep dis-
may” over the Maldivian parliament 
accepting President Abdulla Yameen’s 
recommendation to extend the state 
of emergency by another 30 days in a 
manner New Delhi dubbed as a “mat-
ter of concern”.

On Tuesday, the Maldives’ Parlia-
ment extended the state of emer-
gency by another 30 days, bolstering 

President Yameen’s grip on power 
in the troubled Indian Ocean island 
nation.

President Yameen had first de-
clared emergency on February 5 
after the Supreme Court ordered 
the release of a group of Opposition 
leaders, who had been convicted in 
widely criticised trials. Among them 
was exiled ex-President Mohamed 
Nasheed. The court said his 2015 trial 
had been unconstitutional.

The state of emergency will now 
end on March 22.

There has been international 
condemnation of the Maldivian 
government’s moves, including the 
imposition of the emergency.

The US has also expressed disap-
pointment over the development in 
the Maldives and asked President 
Yameen to uphold the rule of law in 
the troubled Indian Ocean island 
nation.

Yameen has rejected an offer of 
mediation by UN Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres.

Chennai, Feb. 23 (IANS): 
The NIA on Friday said 
it has filed in a city court 
a supplementary charge 
sheet against Pakistan 
intelligence officer Amir 
Zubair Siddiqui regard-
ing his involvement in a 
conspiracy to wage war 
against India.

In a statement here, the 
NIA said the supplemen-
tary charge sheet was filed 
under the Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act, 1967, 
and the Indian Penal Code.

The NIA has accused 
Siddiqui of involvement 
in the conspiracy to cause 
explosions in the Ameri-
can Consulate here, Elec-
tronic City in Bengaluru 
and the Israeli Consulate in 
Bengaluru, and at various 
places of public gathering 
in south India.

The NIA said Siddiqui 
was working in the Paki-
stan High Commission 
in Colombo, Sri Lanka, 
when the conspiracy was 
hatched.

Apart from Siddiqui, 
the NIA has charge sheet-
ed Balasubramanian and 
Noorudeen in this case on 
the charge of circulating 
high quality fake Indian 
currency.

The original case was 
registered on April 28, 2014, 
by the Tamil Nadu Police’s 
Q Branch CID, Chennai, 
following the arrest of 
Sri Lankan national Mu-
hammed Sakir Hussain 
here.

He had allegedly ar-
rived in India as per the 
instructions of Siddiqui 
to conduct subversive ac-
tivities in India. Fake notes 
with a face value of Rs 2.5 
lakh were allegedly seized 
from co-accused Moham-
mad Saleem on April 1, 
2014. The case was taken 
over by the NIA on June 
21, 2014, as directed by 
the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs. A charge sheet was 
submitted against Hussain, 
Saleem and Sivabalan on 
October 23, 2014.

claimed.
The CBI initiated the 

action on the complaint of 
Bank of Baroda, a member 
of the consortium led by 
Bank of India, which had 
approached the agency 
fearing that Kothari may 
flee the country like Nirav 
Modi and his uncle Mehul 

Choksi.
The principal expo-

sure of the banks regarding 
the loan is Bank of India 
Rs 754.77 crore, Bank of 
Baroda Rs 456.63 crore, 
Overseas Bank of India Rs 
771.07 crore, Union Bank 
of India Rs 458.95 crore, 
Allahabad Bank Rs 330.68 

crore, Bank of Maharash-
tra 49.82 crore and Ori-
ental Bank of Commerce 
Rs 97.47 crore, the agency 
has said.

The CBI had filed the 
case against Vikram, his 
wife Sadhana and Rahul, 
and unidentified bank of-
ficials.

New Delhi, Feb. 23 (IANS): Hitting 
back at Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal who accused the BJP-led 
central Government of trying to 
destabilise his government, the BJP 
on Friday said that it was “anarchist” 
Kejriwal who was responsible for a 
“Constitutional crisis”.

Its reaction came after the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP), in a press confer-
ence, blamed the Central govern-
ment of meddling in the state’s affairs 
against the backdrop of the alleged 

assault on Delhi Chief Secretary An-
shu Prakash by two AAP MLAs at Ke-
jriwal’s residence on Monday night. 

Noting that the AAP and Kejriwal 
always claim that the Central govern-
ment is not allowing them to work, 
he said: “If that is true, then what 
achievements are being claimed 
through large hoardings and banners 
on every crossing in Delhi? Are they 
taking credit for real work or is it just 
an advertising scam?”

Patra termed it “surprising” that 

while the Delhi Chief Minister came 
out to defend a “corrupt” former Prin-
cipal Secretary Rajendra Kumar when 
the CBI raided him, he had turned 
against his own Chief Secretary when 
the latter tried to uphold the Supreme 
Court’s order on advertisements). 

The controversy had erupted 
when Delhi Chief Secretary com-
plained to police that he was as-
saulted by two AAP legislators at 
Kejriwal’s residence around midnight 
the previous day. 

Balasore (Odisha), Feb. 23 
(PTI): India today success-
fully test-fired the nuclear-
capable ‘Dhanush’ ballistic 
missile with a strike range 
of 350 kms from a naval 
ship off Odisha coast, de-
fence officials said.

The surface-to-surface 
missile, a naval variant of 
the indigenously-devel-
oped ‘Prithvi’ missile, was 
test-fired from the ship 
positioned near Paradip in 
the Bay of Bengal at around 
10.52 am, the officials said.

‘Dhanush’ missile is ca-
pable of carrying a payload 
of 500 kg and hitting both 
land and sea-based targets, 
the sources said, adding 
that its trial was carried out 
by the Strategic Force Com-
mand (SFC) of the defence 
forces.

‘’The missile launch 

was part of training exer-
cise by the SFC of Indian 
Navy,’’ one official said.

Describing the test 
launch as ‘’a complete suc-
cess’’, the officials said all 
mission objectives were 
met during the trial.

‘’The missile launch 
and its flight performance 
were monitored from 
DRDO telemetry and ra-
dar facilities in the Odisha 
coast,’’ they said.

The single-stage, liq-
uid-propelled ‘Dhanush’, 
has already been inducted 
into the defence services. 
It is one of the five mis-
siles developed by the 
Defence Research and 
Development Organisa-
tion (DRDO) under the 
Integrated Guided Missile 
Development Programme 
(IGMDP).
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Priyanka Chopra is currently seeking legal opinion with respect to terminating her con-
tract with the brand in light of allegations of financial fraud against Nirav Modi. 

Barnaby Joyce

Trump bucks NRA, backs raising 
age for buying assault rifles

Weinstein apologises for citing Streep, Lawrence in legal defence

Priyanka Chopra terminates contract with Nirav Modi

UNSC set to vote on 
Syria ceasefire resolution 

Australian Deputy PM resigns amid sexual harassment claim New charges filed against former 
Trump campaign associates 

Ban troops from 
participating in US-
led wars — Duterte

Stop bulldozing abandoned Rohingya villages; HRW urges Myanmar

Washington, Feb 23 (PTI/
AP): The nation should 
keep assault rifles out of 
the hands of anyone un-
der 21, President Donald 
Trump says, defying his 
loyal supporters in the 
National Rifle Associa-
tion amid America’s pub-
lic reckoning over gun 
violence. He also pushed 
hard for arming security 
guards and many teachers 
in US schools.

“There’s nothing more 
important than protect-
ing our children,” Trump 
said, adding that he’d spo-
ken with many members 
of Congress and NRA of-
ficials and insisting they 
would go along with his 
plans in the wake of last 
week’s school shooting in 
Parkland, Florida, that left 
17 people dead.

But there were no 
words of support from the 
NRA for his minimum-
age proposal and outright 

opposition from organi-
zations of teachers and 
school security guards for 
the idea of arming schools 
to deal with intruders.

“The NRA will back 
it and so will Congress,” 
Trump contended as he 
called for raising the le-
gal age of purchase for 
“all” guns from 18 to 21. 
A spokesman later said 
Trump was speaking 
specifically about semi-
automatic weapons. The 
president’s proposal came 
just hours after the NRA 
affirmed its opposition, 
calling such a restriction 
an infringement on gun 
owners’ rights.

Trump has spent the 
past two days listening to 
ideas about how to stem 
gun violence at schools 
after last week’s shoot-
ing at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School. 
On Wednesday, he heard 
from students and family 

members of those killed 
in recent shootings and 
on Thursday from local 
and state officials.

In Florida, meanwhile, 
funerals continued. And a 
sheriff’s deputy who had 
been on duty at the school 
but never went inside to 
confront the shooter re-
signed after being sus-
pended without pay.

Trump has been pro-
posing a growing list of 
ideas, including more 
stringent background 
checks for gun buyers, 
reopening some mental 
institutions to hold po-
tential killers and banning 
“bump stock” devices that 
allow semi-automatic ri-
fles to mimic machine 
guns.

He said Thursday 
that many teachers have 
military experience and 
suggested they be paid 
bonuses for the added 
responsibility of carry-

ing weapons. He also 
appeared open to other 
proposals to “harden” 
schools, such as fortifying 
walls and limiting entry 
points. One idea he didn’t 
like: the “active shooter” 
drills that some schools 
hold. He called that “a 
very negative thing” and 
said he wouldn’t want his 
own son participating.

Spokesman Raj Shah 
later said Trump was con-
cerned about the name 
and would prefer calling 
them safety drills.

In Florida, Republican 
Sen. Marco Rubio said 
he now is open to rais-
ing age requirements for 
long-gun purchases. That 
was the day after he was 
confronted at a CNN town 
hall by Parkland students 
and parents over his pro-
gun votes and support 
from the NRA.

Kansas Sen. Pat Rob-
erts, another Republican, 

told reporters during a 
visit to the Kansas State-
house that he supported 
raising age requirements, 
saying, “Certainly, nobody 
under 21 should have 
an AR-15.” NRA leaders 
emerged in unannounced 
appearances at the an-
nual Conservative Po-
litical Action Conference, 
blaming the FBI and local 
reporting failures for the 
Florida shooting.

“Evil walks among us 
and God help us if we 
don’t harden our schools 
and protect our kids,” said 
Executive Vice President 
and CEO Wayne LaPierre. 

“The whole idea from 
some of our opponents 
that armed security makes 
us less safe is complete-
ly ridiculous.” The NRA 
was an early supporter of 
Trump’s campaign, and it 
remains unclear how far 
the president will go to 
cross them.

H
ollywood pro-
ducer Harvey 
Weinstein has 
apologised for 
using state-

ments by stars Meryl Streep 
and Jennifer Lawrence in an 
effort to seek dismissal of a sex-
ual misconduct lawsuit against 
him.

“Even though Mr. Weinstein 
has worked with hundreds of 
actresses and actors who had 
only professional and mutu-
ally respectful experiences with 
him, Mr. Weinstein has directed 
in the future that no specific 
names be used by his counsel. 

Even where those actors 

have made previous public 
statements about him,” the-
guardian.com quoted a spokes-
woman for Weinstein as saying.  
She added: “Mr. Weinstein ac-
knowledges the valuable input 
both Meryl Streep and Jennifer 
Lawrence have contributed to 
this conversation and apolo-
gises.

“Once again, moving for-
ward, Mr. Weinstein has advised 
his counsel to not include spe-
cific names of former associates; 
and to avoid whenever possible, 
even if they are in the public 
record.”

Six women are suing Wein-
stein and what they call the 

United Nations, Feb. 23 
(IANS): The Security Coun-
cil is set to vote on Friday 
on a resolution calling for 
a 30-day ceasefire in war-
torn Syria and to allow hu-
manitarian aid to reach 
besieged areas that had 
been stalled, a spokesper-
son for Kuwait, which is 
the current president of the 
Council, has said.

Thousands of civilians 
have been trapped in the 
rebel-held area that has 
been under constant bom-
bardment and they need 
humanitarian relief and 

medical evacuations, the 
spokesperson said late on 
Thursday.

Russia’s Permanent 
Representative Vass-
ily Nebenzia dismissed 
the descriptions of the dire 
situation in East Ghouta 
as one-sided and said that 
several thousands of ter-
rorists from organisations 
like the Al-Nusra Front 
were holding civilians as 
hostages.

The draft of the reso-
lution calling for the 30-
day ceasefire would have 
allowed military action 

against the Islamic State 
(IS), Al Qaeda and Al Nusra 
Front.

It was not clear as 
of Thursday night if the 
amendments had been 
accepted or a compromise 
reached to avoid a veto by 
Moscow, an ally of Syrian 
President Bashar Al Assad, 
which had of late vetoed 
about 10 resolutions on 
Syria.

Kelley Eckels-Currie, a 
senior diplomat at the US 
Mission, accused Assad of 
wanting to bomb or starve 
the people into submission 
with Russian support and 
Moscow was blocking a 
solution.  

Kuwait’s Deputy Prime 
Minister Sabah Khalid Al 
Hamad Al Sabah, who pre-
sided over the session, 
said that more than 1,200 
civilians had been killed 
in East Ghouta since the 
beginning of the month 
while the international 
community remained si-
lent.

Canberra, Feb. 23 (IANS): 
Australia’s Deputy Prime 
Minister Barnaby Joyce 
announced his resigna-
tion on Friday following an 
allegation of sexual harass-
ment.

Joyce tweeted: “On 
Monday (February 26) 
morning I will step down 
as the Leader of @The_Na-
tionals and Deputy Prime 
Minister of Australia. I 
would like to thank every-
one for offering their sup-
port to me, especially the 
people of New England,” 
reports Efe news.

Joyce’s move follows a 
complaint against him of 
sexual harassment by an 
unnamed woman, leading 
some MPs of his National 

“Weinstein Sexual Enterprise”, 
which they say includes his 
brother Bob and their co-found-
ed studio The Weinstein Com-
pany, claiming they conspired to 
conceal Weinstein’s widespread 
alleged sexual harassment. 

Lawyers for the Hollywood 
mogul filed a motion to dismiss 
the suit on Tuesday, arguing that 
it was “fatally overboard”. Both 
Streep and Lawrence have spo-
ken out against the motion filed 
by Weinstein’s lawyers.

In response to the motion, 
Lawrence described Weinstein 
as a “predator”, reports the-
guardian.com. 

“For the record, while I was 
not victimised personally by 
Harvey Weinstein, I stand be-
hind the women who have 
survived his terrible abuse and 
I applaud them in using all 
means necessary to bring him 
to justice whether through 
criminal or civil actions. Time’s 
up,” she said.

Her comment follows Streep 
firing back at Weinstein, who 
said the action was “pathetic and 
exploitative” after his lawyers 
cited her saying she was never 
harassed by the producer in an 
attempt to shut the case down.

IANS

A
ctress Priya-
nka Chopra 
has decided 
to cut ties with 
billionaire dia-

mond trader Nirav Modi’s 
brand following the news 
about the alleged banking 
fraud carried out by him.

“In the light of recent al-
legations, Priyanka Chopra 
has chosen to terminate 
her contract with the Nirav 
Modi brand,” a spokesper-
son of Priyanka, who was 
the global brand ambassa-
dor for Nirav Modi, said in a 
statement issued on Friday.

As the news about the 
multi-crore scam involving 
Nirav Modi came to light ear-
lier this month, a statement 
from the actress read that she 
was seeking legal opinion on 
her contract. There were also 
speculations that she is suing 
the brand for non-payment 
of dues. But her spokesper-
son denied this. 

The termination news comes 
in the wake of after actresses Kan-
gana Ranaut and Bipasha Basu 
accusing Mehul Choksi-owned 
Gitanjali Group of breaching the 
contracts with them and not pay-
ing their dues. 

Nirav Modi and his uncle 
Mehul Choksi, along with the 
directors of the Nirav Modi and 

Gitanjali groups, are under in-
vestigation by the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) and the 
Enforcement Directorate (ED) for 
an alleged Rs 11,300 crore fraud 
on Punjab National Bank through 
illegal use of Letters of Undertak-
ing and Foreign Letters of Credit 
to raise and roll over money. 

IANS

Party to withdraw their 
support.

The most recent claim 
of sexual harassment fol-
lows a weeks-long scandal 
implicating Joyce in an af-
fair with his former media 

adviser Vikki Campion, 
with whom Joyce is expect-
ing a baby.

On Tuesday, Mia Dav-
ies, leader of the National 
Party in Western Australia, 
said in a statement that her 

wing of the party no longer 
supported Joyce as federal 
leader and urged him to 
“consider his position” in 
relation to the best inter-
ests of the party.

On February 15, Prime 
Minister Malcolm Turnbull 
publicly criticized Joyce’s 
actions and announced 
a ban on sexual relations 
between ministers and 
staffers.

Joyce began his politi-
cal career when he was 
elected as a senator for 
Queensland in 2004, and 
went to become a min-
ister of several portfolios 
before becoming leader of 
the conservative National 
Party in 2016 and Deputy 
Prime Minister in 2017.

Washington, Feb. 23 (IANS): Special 
counsel Robert Mueller has filed a new 
indictment against US President Donald 
Trump’s former campaign aides, Paul 
Manafort and Rick Gates.

The new indictment, filed on Thursday 
in US District Court in Alexandria, state of 
Virginia, includes new allegations of tax 
evasion and bank fraud against Manafort, 
former Trump campaign chief, and Gates, 
a former campaign aide, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

They were charged in October last year 
with money laundering, conspiracy and 
other offences in federal court in Wash-
ington. They pleaded not guilty to those 
charges, which were also filed by Mueller.

The new indictment comes a week 
after Mueller sought charges against 13 
Russian nationals and three Russian enti-

ties, accusing them of interfering in the 
2016 US presidential elections.

According to the 32-count indictment, 
prosecutors alleged that Manafort and 
Gates laundered $30 million, failed to pay 
taxes for nearly 10 years and used their real 
estate to fraudulently secure over $20 mil-
lion. But neither the October indictment, 
nor the additional charges, include allega-
tions of collusion with Russia as part of the 
Trump campaign.

Analysts say that Thursday’s indict-
ment is part of Mueller’s effort to step 
up pressure on Manafort and Gates to 
cooperate with the collusion case as they 
prepare for trial later this year.

Trump has repeatedly denied allega-
tions of collusion between his campaign 
and Russians while describing the Russia 
probe as a “hoax” or a “witch hunt.”

Manila, Feb. 23 (IANS): 
Philippine President Rodri-
go Duterte has said that he 
would not allow Philippine 
troops to participate in any 
armed conflicts involving 
the US.

In a speech in Iloilo 
province late Thursday, 
Duterte said that he does 
not want the Philippines 
to be dragged into a war 
that has nothing to do with 
Manila, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

“This time I will tell 
them, no more, I will not 
allow the deployment of 
(troops of my country),” 
Duterte said, adding that 
most of the US-led wars 
have nothing to do with the 
country’s security.

Duterte recalled the 
Iraq war. “I don’t know ex-
actly how many Philippine 
troops were deployed in 
that conflict. But as far as 
I can remember, the in-
vasion was done and it 
turned out there was no 
weapons of mass destruc-
tion.” The President also 
mentioned other wars that 
involved the United States.

The Philippines is a 
treaty ally of the US. How-
ever, their relations have 
been strained in recent 
years. In a report issued 
this month, US intelligence 
community has tagged 
Duterte as a threat to de-
mocracy and human rights 
in Southeast Asia.

Nay Pyi Taw, Feb. 23 (IANS): 
The non-profit Human Rights 
Watch on Friday urged the 
Myanmar government to stop 
the demolition of villages aban-
doned by the Rohingya minor-
ity in Rakhine state from where 
almost 700,000 members of 
the community have fled to 
Bangladesh.

HRW said satellite images 
revealed that the government 
has bulldozed dozens of Ro-
hingya settlements and added 
that they should be preserved 
as “crime scenes” to investigate 
allegations of atrocities against 
the military, reports the BBC.

“Many of these villages were 
scenes of atrocities against Ro-
hingya and should be preserved 
so that the experts appointed 

by the UN to document these 
abuses can properly evaluate 
the evidence to identify those 
responsible,” said Brad Adams, 
Asia Director, HRW.

“Bulldozing these areas 
threatens to erase both the 
memory and the legal claims of 
the Rohingya who lived there,” 
he added.

The Rohingya exodus start-
ed after August 25, 2017, when 
the military carried out a cam-
paign in retaliation for attacks 
by a Rohingya rebel group on 
multiple government posts.

According to the HRW state-
ment, since late 2017, authori-
ties have used heavy machinery 
to clear at least 55 villages of all 
structures and at least two of the 
demolished villages were previ-

ously undamaged.
Between January 9 and Feb-

ruary 13, bulldozers razed two 
settlements in the village of 
Myin Hlut that appeared intact 
in images from November 2017, 
the non-profit said.

The repatriation of Ro-
hingya refugees, numbering 
around 688,000, should have 
began within two months of 
November 23, 2017 - when an 
accord between Bangladesh 
and Myanmar was signed - but 
Bangladesh decided to post-
pone the process in January.

The non-profit has de-
manded that representatives 
of the UN be given access to 
Rakhine to study the allegations 
the army committed murder, 
rape and other crimes.
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Figure skater Alina Zagitova (M) won Russia’s first gold medal at the Pyeongchang Olympics on Fri. Feb. 23.

India’s Virat Kohli and Yuzvendra Chahal celebrate taking a wicket against South Africa

11

Mirror Crossword 1743        sud0ku 1583
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1742

ACRoss
1. Enticement
6. Place or stead
10. Video game heroine
14. God of the east wind (Greek 

mythology)
15. Association (abbrev.)
16. Double sulfate of a trivalent metal
17. Milliseconds
18. Young parasitic insects
19. Ache
20. Calms
22. Biblical prophet
24. Whiskeys
25. Minions or slaves
26. Most foul
29. Pulpy residue
30. Is made known or is revealed
31. Least deep
37. Muse of lyric poetry (Greek 

mythology)
39. Mineral bearing rock
40. More than a couple
41. Original name of choreographer 

Jerome Robbins
44. Singles
45. An exchange for money
46. Inactive people
48. Owners of slaves
52. Leg joint
53. Apportions
54. Ruling
58. Give off an unpleasant odor
59. Soggy ground
61. Hindu societal class
62. Earl ____ tea
63. Biblical garden
64. Immigration island

65. Inventor of the internal 
combustion engine, Nikolaus 
____

66. Harasses
67. Observes (archaic) 

DoWn
1. Area around the altar for clergy
2. Russian (abbrev.)
3. Angers
4. Capital of Romania (alternate 

spelling)
5. Academic compositions
6. Alleys
7. Egyptian goddess
8. Eastern Standard Time

9. Disentangle
10. Persists
11. Hawaiian greeting
12. Not urban 
13. Ends prayers
21. Obtains
23. Scarf or necktie
25. Male servant
26. Dutch colonist in South Africa
27. Subjective sensation
28. Pierce
29. _____ Antoinette
32. Long, mournful, plaintive cries
33. Sold in large quantity
34. Sea eagle
35. Fortune teller

36. “____ of the d’Ubervilles”
38. Beginning 
42. Rowers
43. Bluish-white metal
47. Removes ice
48. COYOTE founder _____ St. 

James
49. Warn
50. Freezing rain
51. City in Japan
52. Wails
54. Sediment or residue
55. Island
56. Inventor of the safety elevator
57. Constructed by a bird
60. Mountain in central Crete

solutions to suD0ku 1582

Wellington, Feb. 23 (PTI/AFP): Australian 
cricket chiefs have clarified that Pakistan 
still top the Twenty20 world rankings, 
despite Australia’s victory in the T20 tri-
series also featuring New Zealand and 
England.

Cricket Australia said this week that 
Australia would take the number one spot 
if they were unbeaten in the tri-series, a 
feat they achieved with a 19-run win over 
New Zealand in Auckland on Wednesday.

But in a statement late yesterday, it 

said a “clerical error” by the International 
Cricket Council meant the calculation 
was wrong and Pakistan retain the num-
ber one ranking.

When ratings points were rounded 
off, it said, Australia were second on 
125.65, 0.19 points behind Pakistan on 
125.84.

It means Australia have still not been 
rated the number one T20 side in the 
world since the shortest form of the game 
began in 2011.

India, S. Africa eye T20I series win

Zagitova wins ice princess duel for Russia’s first goldLadybird School shooting c’ship held

Pakistan retain top T20 ranking after ICC error

Chelsea’s Willian puts Mourinho 
friendship aside for Man United clash

Cape Town, Feb. 23 (IANS): 
India and South Africa will 
battle it out in the series-
deciding third and final 
Twenty20 International 
(T20I) at the Newlands 
Stadium here on Saturday.

In the first game, a 
brilliant all-round show 
helped visitors beat hosts 
South Africa by 28 runs 
at Johannesburg. In the 
second game, South Af-
rica, who lost the One-
Day International (ODI) 
series 1-5, kept the T20I 
series alive by register-
ing a six-wicket victory at 
Centurion.

The second match 
was a show of respective 
batting resolves by both 
sides, especially of their 
middle-order batsmen. 
While Manish Pandey (79 
not out off 48) and Ma-
hendra Singh Dhoni (52 
not out off 28) responded 
for India, the hosts had to 
thank Heinrich Klaasen 
(69 off 30) and Jean-Paul 
Duminy (64 not out off 
40) as they overhauled the 
visitors’ total of 189/4 with 
six wickets and 1.2 overs 
to spare.

Klassen and Duminy 
were particularly harsh 
on leg-spinner Yuzvender 
Chahal (0/64) and left-arm 
medium pacer Jaydev Un-
adkat (2/42) in the second 
match. These two will be 
eager to bounce back with 
improved performances in 

the third match as captain 
Virat Kohli trusts them.

Kohli will depend on 
seamers Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar, if he is not rested, 
to provide the early break-
throughs. It is though not 
clear whether Kohli prefers 
to rest Bhuvneshwar, the 
way the team rested fellow 
pacer Jasprit Bumrah in 
the second match. Bhu-
vneshwar has played a lot 
in the tour which comes 
to end with the match on 
Saturday.

The place of pacer 

Shardul Thakur is not 
guaranteed as the Mumbai 
right-armer has not im-
pressed much in the two 
matches. The match may 
see the return of chinaman 
spinner Kuldeep Yadav.

In the batting depart-
ment, alongside skipper 
Kohli, batsmen Rohit 
Sharma, Dhawan, Dhoni, 
Hardik Pandya and Pan-
dey will look to make the 
most of their capabilities 
this time also.

Batsman Suresh Raina, 
who made a comeback in 

the T20Is will act as a vital 
cog in the middle-order 
and will look to proving 
his mettle after scoring 46 
runs in two games. 

The home camp will be 
high on confidence after 
ending their three-match 
losing streak across ODIs 
and the first T20I. They 
must have been relieved 
the way they dealt with 
Chahal, who tormented 
them in the ODIs.

While Reeza Hendricks 
punished the Indian spin-
ners in the opener, Klas-

London, Feb. 23 (Reuters): Chelsea mid-
fielder Willian is good friends with for-
mer manager Jose Mourinho but will be 
focused solely on winning when he faces 
the Portuguese boss’ Manchester United 
team in the Premier League on Sunday.

The Brazil international joined Chel-
sea in 2013 under Mourinho, who was 
sacked two years later before taking over 
at United in 2016.

The 29-year-old Willian has scored 
four goals and provided seven assists in 
26 league appearances for Chelsea this 
campaign and Antonio Conte’s team sit 
three points behind second-placed Man-
chester United in fourth position.

“He (Mourinho) is my friend. I had a 
great time with him, but I am at Chelsea 
and he is now at Manchester United,” Wil-
lian told British media.

“They are difficult games. It is totally 
different to play in the Premier League 
to the Champions League. I think we 
can stay at this level and we can go to 
Old Trafford on Sunday and play another 

great game.”
Chelsea drew 1-1 with Barcelona in 

the first leg of their Champions League 
last-16 tie on Tuesday and Willian believes 
his team mates must emulate their per-
formance if they are to beat United and 
leaders Manchester City.

“We have to play in a similar way. 
Against Manchester United, I think we 
can do a great job,” Willian added.

“Against Manchester City, it will be like 
the game against Barcelona - they like to 
have the ball. We have to stay compact 
and use the same plan as we used against 
Barcelona.”

With City holding a seemingly in-
surmountable 16-point lead atop the 
standings, United, Chelsea, Liverpool, 
Tottenham Hotspur and Arsenal are bat-
tling to secure a top-four finish with 11 
games remaining.

Following the trip to Old Trafford, 
Chelsea face City and Crystal Palace be-
fore the return leg against Barcelona on 
March 14.

Dimapur, Feb. 23 (EMN): 
The Ladybird School 
Shooting Club, Mokokc-
hung completed its train-
ing followed by the cham-
pionship which was held 
on Feb. 20. This was stated 
in a press note.
The training was organ-
ised by the Ladybird 
School Shooting Club and 
was conducted by the Na-
galand Rifle Association 
at the 10 metre shooting 
range, Ladybird School, 
Mokokchung. Tijen Shar-
ma, a certificate holder of 
NRA A-Coach conducted 
the training under the su-
pervision of Merang Jamir 
ISSF Judge and the secre-
tary of the Nagaland Rifle 
Association Sentiyanger 
Pongen.

24 shooters partici-
pated in the training out 
of which 17 shooters 
(youngest being 11 years 
old) competed in the 10m 
rifle and pistol events as 
per the National Rifle As-

sociation of India (NRAI) 
Match Book Rule 2016 
(Amended).
Results:
.177 peep sight air rifle 
men individual 
1. Lipokmeren  
2. Aoyanger  
.177 peep sight air rifle 
women individual
1. Ketisungla L. Aier 
2. Imchanaro Kichu 
3. Yimyasenla  
.177 peep sight air rifle 
junior men individual
1. Lanuakum T. Kichu 
2. Supongsosang  
.177 peep sight air rifle 
youth men individual
1. Watijemba Tzudir 
2. Imnajung  
.177 peep sight air rifle 
youth women individual
1. Purchila Tzudir  
2. Imsutenla P. Longkumer 
Air Pistol (NR) champion-
ship men individual
1. Aoyanger  
2. Imliwangshi L o n g -
kumer 
Air Pistol (NR) champi-

onship youth men indi-
vidual
1. Churong L. Longkumer 
2. Imnanungsang Tzudir 
3. Merentsungba  
4. Arnok L. Longkumer 
5. Moalong Jamir  

L a d y b i r d  S c h o o l 
Shooting Club further no-
tified that registration for 
interested shooters will be 
open on weekdays from 10 
am.  For registered shoot-
ers the shooting range will 
be open till 5 pm to prac-
tice for the 4th Nagaland 
Shooting Championship 
to be held tentatively by 
the end of May.

Shooters achieving 
the Minimum Qualify-
ing Score (MQS) of the 
NRAI Match Book Rule 
2016, Rule No. 1.4 at the 
4th Nagaland Shooting 
Championship will rep-
resent the State at the 6th 
North East Zone Shooting 
Championship which is 
scheduled to be held in 
June at Aizawl, Mizoram.

Gangneung (South Ko-
rea), Feb. 23 (PTI/AFP): 
Teenage figure skater 
Alina Zagitova prevailed 
in her duel with Evgenia 
Medvedeva to claim Rus-
sia’s first gold medal at 
the Pyeongchang Olym-
pics today.

The 15-year-old took 
the women’s title for the 
Olympic Athletes from 
Russia by a slender mar-
gin of just 1.31 points 
from her friend, compa-
triot, training partner and 
arch rival.

In bronze came Cana-
da’s Kaetlyn Osmond.

“I can’t believe I’m the 
champion. It’ll take some 
time to sink in,” said Zagi-
tova, who beat two-time 
world champion Medve-
deva despite both scoring 
matching 156.65 points 
in the free-skating today.

“I’m happy I handled 
my nerves well. My hands 
were shaking but my 
body did everything that 
I trained for,” she added.

Zagitova’s world re-
cord short program score 
of 82.92 just 48 hours ear-
lier made the difference, 
giving her a combined 
total of 239.57.

Medvedeva, skating 
last, was not at her su-
preme best, and crum-
pled into the arms of her 
coach in tears after her 
routine to Anna Kareni-
na gave her a combined 
score of 238.26.

M e d v e d e v a ,  w h o 

sen and captain Duminy 
did the job in the second 
game.

Farhaan Behardien 
and David Miller have not 
lived up to the expecta-
tions yet and the match 
gives them another chance 
to make impact and im-
press the selectors ahead 
of the busy schedule.

The bowling depart-
ment, featuring Andile 
Phehlukwayo, Junior Dala, 
Dane Paterson and Chris 
Morris along with china-
man Tabraiz Shamsi will 
have to come up with 
something special in order 
to get rid of the flamboy-
ant Indian batsmen.
Squads: 
India: Virat Kohli (captain), 
Rohit Sharma, Shikhar 
Dhawan, Lokesh Rahul, 
Suresh Raina, Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni (wk), Dinesh 
Karthik, Hardik Pandya, 
Manish Pandey, Axar Patel, 
Yuzvendra Chahal, Kul-
deep Yadav, Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar, Jasprit Bumrah, 
Jaydev Unadkat, Shardul 
Thakur. 
South Africa: Jean-Paul 
Duminy (captain), Far-
haan Behardien, Junior 
Dala, AB de Villiers, Ree-
za Hendricks, Christiaan 
Jonker, Heinrich Klaasen 
(wk), David Miller, Chris 
Morris, Dane Paterson, 
Aaron Phangiso, Andile 
Phehlukwayo, Tabraiz 
Shamsi, Jon-Jon Smuts.

broke her foot and was 
sidelined for two months 
from October, was un-
able to finish a television 
interview she was so dis-
traught.

An Olympic official 
followed her round with 
a box of tissues.

“I didn’t think and I 
don’t want to think about 
my injury,” she said.

“I don’t want to look 
back. I did great work 
today and did my best.”

The gold and silver 
OAR medallists were lat-
er seen embracing in a 
warm hug.

The two ice princess-
es were among the 168 
athletes from Russia who 
passed rigorous testing 
to compete as neutrals 
under the OAR banner in 
South Korea after Russia 
were banned over state-
sponsored doping.

The winter sports’ 
powerhouse may have 
had to wait until the three 
days from the end of the 
Games but their title fam-
ine was finally ended by 
the starlet from the West-
ern Urals. The girl in a red 
ballerina’s costume has 
enjoyed a sensational de-

but season on the senior 
circuit.

She had got the bet-
ter  of  Medvedeva in 
last month’s European 
Championships,  and 
came out on top again 
to become the second 
youngest Olympic ladies 
champion after American 
Tara Lipinski in 1998.
Broad smile
And displaying the com-
posure of someone far 
beyond her years she 
produced a flawless four 
minutes free dance set 
to Austrian composer 
Ludwig Minkus’s score to 

the ballet Don Quixote, 
about the fictional Span-
ish nobleman.

Despite falling short 
of the personal best free 
dance from the open-
ing week’s team event in 
which the OAR took silver 
she did enough to take 
the title.

As the music died 
away and she came to a 
standstill in the middle 
of the rink she broke into 
a broad smile, punch-
ing the air with her fist 
as if knowing she’d done 
enough.

And when the Gang-
neung Ice Arena an-
nouncer came over the 
tannoy with a hush de-
scending on the near ca-
pacity 12,000 crowd to 
say “Alina Zagitova has 
scored 156.65 points” 
there wasn’t a happier 
person in South Korea.

When she is present-
ed with her gold medal 
later it will not be to the 
sound of the Russian na-
tional anthem nor with 
the Russian flag being 
hoisted but to the Olym-
pic anthem and with the 
Olympic flag flying.

But if Olympic rulers 
the IOC decide to relax 
the ban - a decision is ex-
pected on Saturday - and 
allow Russia to march 
behind their country’s 
flag at Sunday’s closing 
ceremony, Zagitova will 
surely be the proudest of 
flagbearers.



Napoli's Lorenzo Insigne scores the second goal against RB Leipzig at the Red Bull Arena in Leipzig, Germany on Feb. 22.
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Driver Nadezhda Sergeeva and Anastasia Kocherzhova of the Olympic Athletes of Russia start their first 
heat during the women's two-man bobsled competition at the 2018 Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang, 
South Korea on Tue. Feb. 20.

Formula One team McLaren's new car for the 2018 season features 
a new all-orange livery

Napoli win but go out; red-faced 
Arsenal lose and go through

Alonso 'excited' as McLaren unveil new F1 car

FIFA ends involvement in Neymar bonus dispute with Barca

Batshuayi claims to be victim of racial abuse

Athlete Sergeeva tests positive 
for doping at Winter Olympics

Bern, Feb. 23 (reuters): 
Napoli came agonising-
ly close to pulling off a 
dramatic Europa League 
comeback when they won 
2-0 at RB Leipzig but went 
out on away goals at the 
last 32 stage on Thursday 
while Arsenal got through 
despite an embarrassing 
2-1 home defeat by Os-
tersund.

Borussia Dortmund 
snatched a late goal at 
Atalanta to progress with 
a 1-1 draw, while AC Milan 
and Atletico Madrid, both 
with three-goal leads from 
the away legs, completed 
the formality of qualifying 
with 1-0 wins at home on 
Thursday.

T h e  e v e n i n g  w a s 
marred by the death of a 
policeman in Bilbao after 
rivals fans fought in the 
streets before the match 
between local side Athletic 
and Spartak Moscow, won 
2-1 by the Russian team 
who still went out 4-3 on 
aggregate.

Arsenal had a three-
goal lead from last week’s 
win in Sweden but were 
rattled when Hosam Aiesh 
and Ken Sema scored 
twice in two minutes 
for Ostersund midway 
through the first half.

The North London 
side were spared further 
humiliation, though, af-
ter Ronald Mukiibi mis-

cued when trying to clear 
a cross and defender Sead 
Kolasinac thumped the 
ball into the net from close 
range two minutes into 
the second half.

Napoli lost 3-1 in last 
week’s first leg against 
Leipzig with a perfor-
mance that embarrassed 
coach Maurizio Sarri, 
though he has empha-
sised that winning Serie A 
is the priority.

They restored some 
pride in the return as Piotr 
Zielinski scored from a 
rebound in the 33rd min-
ute and Lorenzo Insigne 
turned in Jose Callejon’s 
cross with five minutes 
to go.

That set up a rousing 
finale and Callejon could 
even have won the tie in 
stoppage time but his shot 
sailed over.
Last-gasp Dortmund
Atalanta scored against 
Dortmund when Rafael 
Toloi prodded the ball 
home at the far post af-
ter Mattia Caldara flicked 
on a corner in the 11th 
minute to make it 3-3 on 
aggregate.

T h e r e  w e r e  t h e n 
chances at both ends un-
til Dortmund’s Marcel 
Schmelzer snapped up the 
rebound, after Etrit Beri-
sha failed to hold a Mar-
co Reus shot, to put the 
Bundesliga side through.

Barcelona, Feb. 23 (re-
uters): FIFA has ended 
its involvement in Brazil 
forward Neymar’s dispute 
with his former club Bar-
celona over an outstand-
ing bonus payment of 43 
million euros ($53.5 mil-
lion), world soccer’s ruling 
body said on Friday.

A spokesperson from 
the organisation told Re-
uters via email that as the 
dispute had been sub-
mitted to different bod-
ies, understood to be the 
Spanish court system, 
FIFA was not in a position 
to mediate.

“The FIFA administra-
tion informed the parties 
to the dispute that based 
on the long-standing and 
well-established jurispru-
dence of FIFA’s deciding 
bodies, it did not seem to 
be in a position to contin-

London, Feb. 23 (AFp): 
Double world champion 
Fernando Alonso said he 
was "excited but also ap-
prehensive" as McLaren 
became the final major 
Formula One team to 
unveil their car for the 
new campaign on Friday.

The British team have 
endured a miserable run 
in recent years but after 
ditching beleaguered en-
gine partner Honda and 
teaming up with Renault 
they will be desperate to 
make a bigger impression 
in 2018.

Their new car sports a 
changed livery from last 
year's design, with an all-
orange bodywork and a 
blue front and rear wing.

Alonso, 36, looked 
certain to leave McLaren 
last year following a dis-
appointing season but 

Moscow, Feb. 23 (IANS): Bobsleigh ath-
lete Nadezhda Sergeeva tested positive in 
a doping test at the Pyeongchang Winter 
Olympic Games, the Russian Bobsleigh 
Federation said on Fri day.

In a statement posted on the official 
RBF Facebook account, the federation 
stated that the test Sergeeva underwent 
on February 18 revealed that she has been 
on a heart drug that is on the anti-doping 
list, reports Efe.

While Sergeeva tested positive for 

doping on February 18, on February 13 
she had tested clean and "the Russian 
medical group of the Olympic Games 
did not prescribe her any medicine," the 
RBF said.

Sergeeva is the second Russian athlete 
to test positive for doping at the Winter 
Olympics, after Russian curler Aleksandr 
Krushelnitskii tested positive for meldo-
nium, which led the Court of Arbitration 
for Sport to disqualify him and his part-
ner, Anastasia Bryzgalova.

Lazio striker Ciro Im-
mobile got a hat-trick in 
a 5-1 win over FCSB, for-
merly Steaua Bucharest, 
after a 1-0 first-leg loss.

Russian pair Lokomo-
tiv Moscow and Zenit St 
Petersburg both won at 
home in frigid conditions 
to also progress.

Igor Denisov’s first-
half goal gave Lokomotiv 
a 1-0 win over Nice, com-
pleting a 4-2 aggregate 
victory, while Zenit beat 
Celtic 3-0 to go through 
3-1 with goals from Bra-
nislav Ivanovic, Daler 
Kuzyaev and Aleksandr 
Kokorin.

“We dominated the 
game. We didn’t concede 
any chances until the 70th 
minute,” said Zenit coach 
Roberto Mancini after a 
match which kicked off in 
a temperature of minus 13 
Celsius.

“After 70 minutes we 
tired a bit but this is nor-
mal, but in the end we 
deserved to win.”

Atletico Madrid, lead-
ing 4-1 from the first leg, 
completed their tie at 
home to FC Copenhagen 
when Kevin Gameiro’s 
early goal gave them a 1-0 
victory and AC Milan beat 
Ludogorets by the same 
score with a Fabio Borini 
goal for a 4-0 aggregate 
win.

Dynamo Kiev, Sport-
i n g ,  V i k t o r i a  P l ze n , 
Olympique Lyonnais, 
Olympique Marseille and 
Salzburg also qualified 
and will go into the hat for 
the last 16 draw which will 
be made on Friday.

KG-2344

decided to extend his deal 
after the team terminated 
their miserable relation-
ship with Honda.

"Looking at our new 
car, I feel incredibly ex-
cited but also apprehen-
sive," said Alonso, who 
failed to finish more than 

half of the races last sea-
son.

"I know just how im-
portant this car is to the 
team, and I just hope that 
it delivers in the way we 
all want it to.

"If we're able to de-
velop the key strengths 

of last year's chassis and 
marry it to an improved 
Renault power unit, then I 
think we'll be able to take 
a step forwards."

Alonso will once again 
be partnered by Belgian 
Stoffel Vandoorne, who 
enters his second season 
with the team. British 
teenager Lando Norris 
joins as McLaren's reserve 
driver.

McLaren, a winner of 
20 combined drivers' and 
constructors' champion-
ships, have not won a 
race since 2012 and have 
not had a car finish in the 
podium places for four 
years. Lewis Hamilton 
won the last of their driver 
titles a decade ago.

Bu t  t h e  t e a m  a re 
optimistic about their 
chances ahead of the sea-
son opener in Melbourne 

next month.
"The McLaren team 

was created by a brave 
pioneer, and has had 
bravery at its core ever 
since," said Zak Brown, 
the team's American ex-
ecutive director.

"Whether it's been 
with brave drivers, brave 
leaders or brave fortune, 
this team has always 
fought back.

"And we definitely 
view 2018 as the year 
when McLaren will move 
closer to the front, fight-
ing teams and drivers 
as we improve our for-
tunes."

The new car will be 
put through its paces 
during a filming day in 
Spain on Friday before 
the opening test of the 
winter, which starts in 
Barcelona next week.

ue with the investigation 
of the affair,” the spokes-
person said.

“The proceedings were 
therefore closed for formal 
reasons.”

A spokesperson for 
Neymar said last month 
that the Brazilian was su-
ing Barca over the non-
payment, saying the Paris 
St Germain player was due 

the amount plus 10 per-
cent interest on the bonus 
he agreed for signing a 
new contract with the La 
Liga side two years ago.

Barcelona paid Ney-
mar the first part of a sign-
ing bonus after he agreed a 
new five-year deal in 2016.

But last August the 
Spanish club said they 
were suing Neymar for 

Bergamo (Italy), Feb. 23 (IANS): 
Borussia Dortmund striker Michy 
Batshuayi has claimed to be a victim 
of racial abuse during their Europa 
League pre-quarterfinal second leg 
against Atalanta here.

"2018 and still racists monkey 
noises in the stands ... really ? hope 
you have fun watching the rest 

of @EuropaLeague on TV while 
we are through #SayNoToRacism 
#GoWatchBlackPanther.," the Bel-
gian international wrote on Twitter 
after the game at the Stadio Atleti 
Azzurri d'Italia on Thursday.

Dortmund drew Atalanta 1-1 for 
a 4-3 aggregate win in the tie. The 
first leg in Dortmund had ended 

3-2 in favour of the German football 
club.

Later, Atalanta President Percassi 
issued an apology. "I'll be honest, I 
didn't hear them. If they did happen, 
then I am very sad and absolutely 
apologise to Batshuayi. This should 
never happen," he was quoted as 
saying by football-italia.net.

breach of contract and 
wanted him to return the 
money he received before 
joining Ligue 1 club PSG 
for a world record transfer 
fee of 222 million euros 
($273.13 million) in Au-
gust 2017.

Neymar refused and 
the two parties have been 
at loggerheads since.

Neymar, 26, has scored 
19 goals in 19 league 
games for PSG, helping lift 
them 12 points clear at the 
top of Ligue 1, although 
the French side need to 
stage a comeback against 
Real Madrid if they are to 
remain in the Champions 
League.

PSG lost the first leg 
of their last-16 tie at Real 
3-1 and host the 12-times 
European champions in 
the return leg at the Parc 
des Princes on March 6.


