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Dimapur, Feb. 22 (EMN): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thu. announced 
a string of packages for 
Nagaland, during an elec-
tion rally at Tuensang 
town. Modi’s offering 
worth nearly INR 13,000 
cr. covered the sectors of 
housing, roads, health, 
and the Kohima Smart 
City project.

New Delhi, he said, has 
given importance to de-
velopment of infrastruc-
ture in the Northeast. “My 
vision for the Northeast is 
transformation by trans-
portation, and in less than 
four years, we have added 
500 km of national high-
ways and plan to invest 
more than INR 10, 000 cr. 
in the roads of Nagaland,” 
Modi said.  According to 
him the central govern-
ment was spending INR 
800 cr. ‘for rectifying power 
connectivity and power 
distribution’ in Nagaland. 
He assured power supply 
to all the villages within 
the next three years. He 
suggested that investment 
in the organic farming sec-
tor may be made as well as 
in bamboo.   

The prime minister as-
sured that the BJP govern-

ment will ensure that de-
velopment projects reach 
the people. “With the help 
of advanced technology 
we are trying to put an end 
to all the loopholes and 
the leakages in the entire 
country.” Also, he assured 
a ‘respectful solution’ to 
the Naga political issue ‘in 
the next few months’.

“For the political prob-
lem that exists here, our 
government is working 
hard for a solution. It is 
my belief that in the next 
few months we will be able 
to achieve honour for the 
people of Nagaland and 
a respectful solution for 
their political rights. For 
this we have to work to-
gether. The solution to this 
problem of the people of 
Nagaland will strengthen 
our country's democracy,” 
he said.

According to Modi, his 
government respects the 
voice of all who believe 
in democracy. “Even here 
in Tuensang our govern-
ment is ready to discuss 
the problems with the or-
ganisations and the Civil 
Society. Our party pro-
tects the rights of all the 
citizens. The protection of 
the rights of the people of 

Nagaland too is my duty.”
On Nagaland’s politi-

cal scenario, Modi ob-
served that the state had 
seen fluctuation during 
the past few years. “In 
four years the cabinet was 
sworn in four times. Such 
situations obstruct de-
velopment. Therefore, it 
is very important that in 
Nagaland a stable and 
a strong government is 
formed who will be com-
mitted only for the people 
of Nagaland and work for 
the development of Na-
galand.”

Without naming the 
person, Modi said that a 
former prime minister 
had once said villages re-
ceive only 15 paise out 
of INR 1 from the centre. 
This, he said, needs to be 
changed.  

“Our country is so di-
verse. How it is made up 
of different cultures and 
different traditions but still 
the strength of our unity is 
known only after coming 
to Nagaland. All the people 
of Nagaland have contrib-
uted for the development 
of the country. 

Whether in the field 
of bureaucracy, armed 
forces, sports, textile, mu-
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Don't worry about their 
agendas... Even if they win, 
the government will only eat 
their money and do no work.

~ Arien
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The time you enjoy 
wasting is not wasted 

time. 

~ Bertrand Russell
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sic and arts the people of Naga-
land has always lifted the name of 
India. I have always appreciated 
the culture of hard work, loyalty, 
and bravery of the Nagas,” he said.

The prime minister suggested 
that “Nagaland's energetic youth, 
creative women, innovative farm-
ers, and the demographic divi-
dends can take the state to new 
heights.” Further improvements 
in the state could be made by vir-
tue of the Bharatiya Janata Party-
Nationalist Democratic Progres-
sive Party combine, he said. 

“The youths of Nagaland are 
comfortable with the English lan-

guage.  Therefore, there is oppor-
tunity for the youths of Nagaland 
in IT outsourcing, BPO business.”

Also, he appreciated the move-
ment for 'clean' elections in the 
state. The Clean Election cam-
paign, according to Modi, will 
further strengthen democracy in 
the country. 

The prime minister left it late 
to seek votes, in Nagamese: “Moi 
eman dur pura ahishe. Naga laga 
neyom pura moi ke khali haat na-
pothabi. Morom pura BJP-NDPP 
alliance ke vote dibi (I have come 
from far. Do not send me back 
empty-handed. Please vote for the 

BJP-NDPP).” 
Modi assured that once the 

BJP-NDPP government is formed 
in Nagaland ‘a new engine will be 
set up and to take it forward the 
other engine will be attached in 
Delhi then the coaches also will 
be added. Then you can imagine 
how our Nagaland will move 
forward.’ 

His speech delivered  in Hindi 
was interpreted to Nagamese by 
Kiren Rijiju, Union Minister for 
Home Affairs.  

The chief ministerial candi-
date of the NDPP Neiphiu Rio 
thanked Modi for coming to ad-

dress the people in Nagaland. He 
recalled that when some leaders 
of the NE states had spoken about 
“our concern for the development 
of NE region” on Feb. 18, the 
DoNER minister Jitendra Singh—
following an approval from the 
prime minister—had announced 
the centre’s decision to fund 100% 
of all centrally sponsored schemes 
in the Northeast.

“Also when we faced prob-
lem in the DTIO, you set up and 
approved a separate forum to 
fast-pace the developmental ac-
tivity and therefore we will remain 
grateful to you,” Rio said.  

Dimapur, Feb. 22 (EMN): The 
Bharatiya Janata Party's (BJP) 
candidate for 40th Bhandari 
assembly constituency (AC) 
Mmhonlumo Kikon has been, 
more or less, accused of staging 
an assassination attempt on 
himself by the Yimpang Village 
Council of Wokha district.

Kikon, and the party he 
is representing, had recently 
claimed that unknown persons 
had tried to assassinate him on 
Feb. 17 near Yimpang village 
in Wokha. “The Yimpang Vil-
lage Council (YVC) is obliged 
to clarify that on 17. Feb. 2018 
Mmhonlumo Kikon, the BJP 
candidate for 40 Bhandari A/C 
and his entourage came to Yim-
pang village.

“Having learnt the inten-
tion of the entourage to carry 
out election-related activity in 
the village, the village council 
convey to the said candidate 
to hold a public meeting if he 
so desires. However, he was 
impressed upon not to go for 
house to house canvassing 
sensing possibilities of unto-
ward consequences. This, the 
YVC has requested in good 
spirit to protect the interest of 
the village and also to uphold 
the call for conduct of clean 
election,” it stated.

However, it alleged, Kikon 
turned a deaf ear to the coun-
cil’s ‘plea’ and engaged in 
‘house to house canvassing, 
which was not taken well by 
the villagers who insisted that 
the candidate stop the house to 
house canvassing activity.’

According to the council, 
the villagers’ attempt to prevent 
the candidate’s house-to-house 
canvassing was met by violence 
even as Kikon’s supporters al-
legedly assaulted some youths 
from the village. “In the melee, 
Mmhonlumo Kikon and his 
entourage left the scene firing 
several rounds of gun shots. 

“The YVC would also like to 
clarify that no sort of ambush 
took place anywhere within the 
jurisdiction of Yimpang village, 
during the visit of the said BJP 
candidate and his entourage, 
and therefore the assertion 
that 'the candidate narrowly 
escaped the ambush,' was 
totally vague and unfounded,” 
it stated. 

Accusing Kikon of tarnish-
ing the ‘good image of the vil-
lage,’ the YVC demanded that 
the former apologise to the 
villagers and withdraw the first 
information report he is re-
ported to have filed at Bhandari 
police station.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Feb. 22 (EMN): The ugly series of 
pre-poll violence in Mokokchung district–
widely reported in the local newspapers–
turned macabre on Thu. when it claimed 
the life of a man working as a domestic 
help in Tuli town.

The victim has been identified as one 
Longshak Konyak, hailing from Chinglong 
village in Mon district. He was said to be a 
supporter of a candidate from Tuli, James 
Imtikumba Yaden of the Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party (NDPP). The victim 
was residing in Tuli as a domestic help 

whose owner hailed from Merangkong 
village under Mokokchung district, it was 
informed.

According to an eyewitness from Tuli, 
at around 10 am the victim and other party 
supporters of Yaden were campaigning in 
three Maruti Gypsy shouting slogans when 
miscreants from a neighbouring house 
opposite Don Bosco School started pelting 
stones at them. 

According to the returning officer (RO) 
in Tuli, the victim is presumed to have been 
struck on the head by a blunt object and 
ruptured his skull causing haemorrhage. 

He was rushed to a community health 
centre but due to lack of medical facilities 
he was taken by ambulance to Jorhat in 
Assam. Unfortunately he succumbed to 
injury on the way, it was learned.

Reportedly the supporters of the NDPP 
were on their way to stop a rival group from 
vandalising posters of the party's candi-
date. The officer in charge of Tuli police 
station wished not to comment about the 
incident and did not take further calls.

When contacted, the RO said that 
post-mortem examination was being con-
ducted and police investigation was on. 

New Delhi, Feb. 22 (IANS): 
Slipping two ranks since the 
previous year, India ranked 
81st in 2017 among the 180 
nations surveyed for the level 
of corruption, according to 
global anti-graft watchdog 
Transparency International 
(TI)'s corruption perceptions 
index.

India slipped two ranks in 
the index since 2016 and five 
ranks since 2015 -- when it 
was placed 76th on the index, 
released on Wednesday.

"Philippines, India and 
the Maldives are among the 
worst regional offenders in 
this respect. These countries 
score high for corruption and 
have fewer press freedoms and 
higher numbers of journalist 
deaths," said Transparency 
International, a non-govern-

mental organisation publish-
ing the index for countries 
since 1995.

"The analysis, which incor-
porates data from the Com-
mittee to Protect Journalists, 
shows that in the last six years, 
more than nine out of 10 jour-
nalists were killed in countries 
that score 45 or less on the 
index," it said. 

At 81, India shared the 
same rank and points (40) as 
were secured by Ghana, Mo-
rocco and Turkey. 

The body ranks countries 
on a scale of 0-100, where 0 
represents highly corrupt and 
100 very clean. To construct 
the index for this year, it col-
lated datasets (surveys, rat-
ings) from 13 sources. 

"This year, New Zealand 
and Denmark rank highest 

with scores of 89 and 88, re-
spectively. Syria, South Sudan 
and Somalia rank lowest with 
scores of 14, 12 and 9, respec-
tively.

"The best performing re-
gion is Western Europe with an 
average score of 66. The worst 
performing regions are Sub-
Saharan Africa (average score 
32) and Eastern Europe and 
Central Asia (average score 
34)," the global corruption 
watchdog said. 

Japan, Singapore and Hong 
Kong are the only Asian coun-
tries -- discounting Australia 
and New Zealand-- which 
figured in the top 20 nations 
on the index. 

In a comment which ap-
peared in the NGO's website, 
an official of the body con-
demned violence against jour-

nalists as one of the flagrant 
indicators of the corruption 
level in a country and called for 
a condemnation of such acts. 

"No activist or reporter 
should have to fear for their 
l ives when speaking out 
against corruption. Given cur-
rent crackdowns on both civil 
society and the media world-
wide, we need to do more to 
protect those who speak up," 
Patricia Moreira, Managing 
Director, Transparency Inter-
national, said.

Reducing impunity for the 
corrupt, encouragement to 
free speech, political dissent 
and improving space for civil 
society to speak out, are some 
of the measures suggested 
by the international body as 
ways to stem the corrupting 
elements. 

 To invest more than INR 10,000 cr. in roads 
 INR 160 cr. for construction of 8,500 houses 
 INR 400 cr. under National Health Mission
 INR 1800 cr. for Kohima Smart City project 
 ‘Special packages’ for eastern Nagaland area
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21712 candidates to sit 
for HSLC examination

MGMHSS students get 
insight on legal rights

Jail colony council resolves

C-Edge College observes Mother Language DayDC Dimapur informs

DC Longleng 
informs  
presiding officers

NPP candidate initiates 
clean election campaign 

DoSE responds to NSF
Responding to the demand of the Naga Students’ Federation 
(NSF), director of school education, Wonthungo Tsopoe, has 
stated that the text books have already reached Dimpur but 
could not be distributed to the schools due the requisition 
of vehicles by the Election Commission for the forthcoming 
assembly election in the state. He informed that the text 
books would be dispatched to the schools immediately after 
the election. In regards to the distribution of uniforms to 
students, he stated that the project is being implemented 
by the SSA under Centrally Sponsored Scheme and the 
department is still waiting for the release of funds for the 
project from the MHRD, Government of India.

Governor mourns Billy Graham’s demise
State governor PB Acharya has mourned the demise of 
evangelist Rev. Billy Graham on February 21 at his home in 
Montreat, North Carolina. Acharya said Rev. Billy Graham 
dedicated his life to proclaiming the Gospel of Christ to every 
part of the world including Nagaland in 1972. He added that 
Rev. Graham’s legacy would be with the people of Nagaland 
whom he inspired to live lives of faith, purpose and meaning. 
He lamented that the world has lost one of the greatest 
pastors of the last century, who was a strong voice for not 
only the Christian faith but for basic human decency. He has 
further prayed for the departed soul to rest in peace.

APO supports clean election
Angami Public Organisation (APO) has decided to fully 
support the clean election movement spearheaded by the 
Nagaland Joint Christian Forum (NJCF). The decision to this 
effect was taken during its meeting held on February 20. APO 
president Dr. Kepelhusie Terhüja and the press secretary Mrs. 
Neithono Sothu have called upon all the Nagas to earnestly 
adhere to the election model code of conduct as per ECI 
guidelines. It also requested the citizens to maintain peace 
and harmony in the ensuing election. APO further appealed 
all to conscientiously and sagaciously use their mind to elect 
God fearing, honest and capable leaders to represent them.

Trg. for Dimapur polling personnel 
Deputy commissioner (DC) and district election officer 
(DEO), Dimapur, Sushil Kumar Patel has informed all polling 
personnel that the 3rd phase training would be conducted 
on February 23and 24 at Dimapur Government College. A 
DPRO report stated that training for presiding officers and 
1st polling officers would be held on February 23 starting 
from 12 noon to 2:30 p.m., while the training for 2nd and 
3rd polling officers would be held from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. On 
February 24, training for 4th polling officers (VVPAT) would 
be held from 12 noon to 2 p.m. All polling personnel are 
directed to bring a copy of passport photograph during the 
training. It further added that appointment orders would 
also be issued during the two-day training.

Kohima sets up facilitation centres
Deputy commissioner (DC) and district election officer 
(DEO), Kohima, Rajesh Soundararajan, has informed that 
facilitation centres manned by the DLMTs for doubt clearing 
on EVM/ VVPAT and poll process would be set up in his office 
complex on February 24 from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. According 
to a DIPR report, Centre 1 would be set up at conference 
hall of DRDA; while Centre 2 at ground floor of Treasury 
North, Kohima; Centre 3 at ground floor of Pensioners’ Office 
building, and Centre 4 at first floor of Pensioners’ Office 
building. OnFebruary 26, two facilitation centres would be 
opened on the ground floor of the DC’s Office, Kohima. All 
polling officials of Kohima district deployed for election duty 
are informed to avail the service of the facilitation centre for 
last minute doubts on EVM/VVPAT and poll process.

GHSS Dimapur notifies schools 
All the feeding schools and centre repeaters of Dimapur-1/ 
Dimapur-A (A) centre are informed to collect the admit cards 
of HSLC/ HSSLC 2018 from the office of the senior principal at 
Government Higher Secondary School, Dimapur, on March 
1 without fail. This was stated in a press release issued by 
senior principal, GHSS Dimapur.

NEWS IN BRIEF

State BJYM unit 
appeals young voters

Farmers trained on ‘scientific bee keeping’

NPP candidate from 40 Bhandari AC, Mhonjan Lotha, along with village council members and church leaders of Akuk village during the clean 
election campaign on February 21.

DDLSA official imparting awareness on legal rights to the students of MGM Higher Secondary School on 
February 15.

Students of C-Edge College enacting a drama on the occasion of International Mother Language Day on 
February 21.

Officials and participants from Manipur during the training on scientific bee keeping in Central Institute of Horticulture, Medziphema.

Dimapur, Feb. 22 (EMN): Heeding 
to the call of the Nagaland Baptist 
Church Council (NBCC) and Lotha 
Baptist Ekhumkho Sanrhutsu 
(LBES), National People’s Party 
(NPP) candidate from 40 Bhandari 
assembly constituency, Mhonjan 
Lotha, has initiated clean election 
campaign in Akuk village on Febru-
ary 21. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Mhonjan called upon the voters 
not to sell their votes as he said it 
would not only amount to selling 
off their rights but also develop-
ment which would eventually 
deprive the future generation for a 
better life. He also called upon the 
people of 40 AC to realise their past 
mistakes of selling their votes.

Stating that clean election can 
bring about changes and develop-

ment, Mhonjan was confident that 
the constituency would certainly 
be developed when people vote 
honestly with clear conscious with-
out taking any money.

Pointing out on the prevail-
ing bad road connectivity, lack of 
healthcare, absence of proper wa-
ter and sanitation, poor electricity 
and poor economic condition of 
the people, and high unemploy-
ment rate in the constituency, 
Mhonjan said the public would 
continue to suffer as long as they 
sell off their votes. Terming the 
ensuing state election as an op-
portune time, he urged the people 
to take the right decision and vote 
for the right candidate and allow 
him to bring about changes in the 
constituency through clean elec-
tion process. 

Stating that a candidate should 
have proper development road 
map and vision to develop the 
constituency, he appealed the 
public to give him chance so that 
he could translate his vision and 
deliver goods as per their aspira-
tion. Saying that the people in the 
constituency deserve better sta-
tus, he urged the people to come 
forward and join hand with him 
in order to fulfil his vision for the 
constituency.

Also condemning the pre-poll 
election related violence, he called 
upon the candidates and their 
supporters to desist from such 
activities but to act as responsible 
citizens and conduct the election 
as per the code and conduct of the 
election commission and in the 
true spirit of democratic election.

Dimapur, Feb. 22 (EMN): Cen-
tral Institute of Horticulture 
(CIH) and Arya Gramoud-
hyog Sansthan, Baghpat (UP) 
- a life member society of 
National Bee Board (NBB), 
DAC, Govt. of India, New 
Delhi – have jointly organised 
seven-day farmers training on 
scientific bee keeping for the 
farmers of Manipur at CIH, 
Medziphema, from February 
15 to 21. 

Dr. NK Patle, deputy com-
missioner (Hort.) and direc-
tor in-charge, CIH, Naga-
land, DAC &FW, New Delhi, 
has highlighted the farmers 
in promoting bee keeping 
among the community as 
bees plays a major role in 
enhancing horticulture crop 
production through pollina-
tion and also serves as a prof-
itable enterprise for farmers 
to earn additional income.

The resource person, Yo-
gendra Punia, Director of 
Ambrosia Natural Products 
(India) Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi, 
imparted training on various 
aspects of bee keeping such 
as importance of honey bees 
and its colony management, 
impact of insect pollinators 
on horticulture crops, pest of 
honey bees and their man-
agement, apiary site selection 
and hands on demonstration 

on handling of scientific tools, 
and equipments transferring 
of bee colony from tradi-
tional to scientific hives, han-
dling and up-care of scientific 
hives. 

Visit to Multi-utility Cen-
tre, NBHM, located at 5th 
Mile, Dimapur, was also done 
as a part of the training. Alto-
gether 21 trainees from Ma-
nipur attended the training 
programme.

Dimapur, Feb. 22 (EMN): Dimapur Dis-
trict Legal Service Authority (DDLSA) 
has organised a legal awareness pro-
gramme at MGM Higher Secondary 
School, Dimapur, on February 15.

Chief judicial magistrate, Ajungba 
Imchen, along with other panel lawyers 
visited the school to instil awareness to 
the students about their rights and to 
understand their circumstantial prob-
lems in detail. 

The visiting team advised the stu-
dents to be conscious to fight for their 
rights. They also reminded the students 
about the rights as consumers and to be 

cautious of those retailers who might try 
to deceive them.

Ajungba Imchen summed up the 
session by reminding the students 
about their rights and encouraged 
them to form a legal literacy club in the 
school in order to protect their rights 
and to spread the knowledge on legal 
rights. 

Headmaster, Biswajit Paul, conclud-
ed the programme with vote of thanks. 

Students of Classes IX and X along 
with the school headmaster, Biswajit 
Paul and teacher Enanylou attended 
the seminar.

Dimapur, Feb. 22 (EMN): 
C-Edge College has ob-
served the International 
Mother Language Day on 
February 21 with active 
participation by students 
and the faculty members.

The day is observed 
worldwide to promote 
awareness of linguistic 
and cultural diversity 
and to promote multilin-
gualism. The college or-
ganised the event on the 
theme “Enriching mother 
language.” 

On the occasion, stu-
dents presented various 
items such as traditional 

group songs in various 
Naga tribal dialects, tra-
ditional Ao declaration of 
their own clans known as 
‘Atem,’ a detailed presen-
tation of the Sumi Naga 
clan names, and a drama 
titled ‘The Jungle Major’ 
extracted from the book 
‘These Hills called Home,’ 
authored by Temsula Ao.

Speaking on the sig-
nificance of the day, Ms. 
Nancy Lovika, assistant 
professor of sociology de-
partment, stressed on the 
importance of techno-
logical trends in English 
learning and teaching 

and also about connect-
ing with the rest of the 
world. She also men-
tioned about inter-mar-
riage between different 
tribes or races and its 
effect on the social envi-
ronment and also about 
the imitation and igno-
rance of the people. 

The event also fea-
tured an educational fun-
spiration both for stu-
dents and faculty based 
on the Naga dialects. The 
invocation for the event 
was said by the college 
EU president, David Ao, 
BBA VI semester.

Dimapur, Feb. 22 (EMN): Chairman of 
the Nagaland Board of School Educa-
tion (NBSE), Asano Sekhose has in-
formed that a total of 21712 candidates 
will be sitting for the HSLC examination 
at 80 centres and 15281 for HSSLC ex-
amination at 54 centres.

Sekhose informed this during a 
meeting with the centre superintend-
ents of HSLC and HSSLC examinations 
on February 20 at the NBSE conference 
hall, a press release from the board said. 

In her address, the chairman has 
lauded the centre superintendents for 
cooperation and support extended to 
the board in the past years and urged 
them to continue doing so even in the 
future. 

Sekhose also informed that two new 
centres for HSLC examinations have 
been created at Government Higher 

Secondary School, Longkhim, and 
Government Higher Secondary School, 
Niuland. One HSSLC centre has also 
been set up at St. Paul Higher Secondary 
School, Dimapur.

It stated that Class XI promotion 
examination would be held simulta-
neously with the HSSLC examination, 
where a total of 17704 students have 
been enrolled to appear the Class XI 
examination in 161 centres. 

The chairman appealed the super-
intendents to conduct the forthcoming 
examinations in fair manner and free 
from any malpractices.

Controller of examinations, Ran-
gumbuing Nsarangbe shared the rules 
for conduct of examinations. Issues to 
be taken into account before, during 
and post examinations were also dis-
cussed in length with superintendents.

D i m a p u r, Fe b. 2 2 
(EMN): Deputy com-
m i s s i o n e r  &  D E O, 
Longleng, John Tsulise 
Sangtam has informed 
all presiding officers 
under 49 Tamlu and 
50 Longleng assembly 
constituencies that 
the polling materials 
would be dispatched 
on February 25 from 
12 p.m. at Receiving 
& Dispatching Centre, 
DC office, Longleng. 

He however  in-
f o r m e d  t h a t  EV M , 
(CU, BU) and VVPAT 
would be issued only 
on February 26 dur-
ing their departure 
to polling station, a 
report  from DPRO 
Longleng stated. 

The DC has also 
directed all the poll-
ing parties to report 
at DC & DEO office on 
February 25 at 1 p.m. 
to familiarise them-
selves with their group 
members and also for 
a final briefing by the 
deputy commissioner 
and DEO. Al l  con-
cerned are directed 
to attend the briefing 
without fail.  

Dimapur, Feb. 22 (EMN): State unit 
of the Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha 
(BJYM) has appealed the young 
voters in Nagaland to exercise their 
franchise wisely in the coming state 
assembly elections in order to form 
a stable government which could 
usher in not only peace and devel-
opment but also build Nagaland 
with plenty of employment oppor-
tunities backed by quality higher 
education institutions.

BJYM, in a press statement is-
sued on February 16, stated that 
only Narendra Modi, with his vision 
to make India as super power, can 
provide stability and prosperity in 
Nagaland. It also added that only 
BJP can bring the change which is 
of utmost necessity in the present 
context of Nagaland. 

BJYM also requested all the re-
sponsible citizens to show utmost 
sense of responsibility by casting 
their valuable votes themselves and 
not to involve in proxy voting.

“This is the right time for voters 
to decide whether they want devel-
opment or instability and corrup-
tion,” BJYM statement added.

Dimapur, Feb. 22 (EMN): Jail Colony 
Council (JCC), Kohima, has resolved to 
exercise all possible efforts for a peace-
ful conduct of polling within its juris-
diction. The resolution to this effect 
was taken during the council meeting 
on February 17.

A joint press statement issued by the 
council chairman Neise Mechulho  and 
the Head GB Aba Kuotsu said the house 

has resolved to restrict entry of any out-
sider (non colony residents) having no 
vote in its polling station except on elec-
tion duty. It added that the resolutions 
were taken as a precautionary measure 
to ensure free and fair voting.

The Jail Colony Council and the youth 
organisation have appealed to all con-
cerned to co-operate for smooth conduct 
of the election in all fairness in the colony. 

Dimapur, Feb. 22 (EMN): Deputy commissioner and 
DEO, Dimapur, Sushil Kumar Patel, in an office notice, 
has informed all the political parties under Dimapur 
that scrutiny process of Form 17A and other docu-
ments would be conducted on February 28. The scru-
tiny for 1 Dimapur- I would be conducted in the office 
of the Returnign Officer (RO), DC office, Dimapur, at 
11 a.m., while for 2 Dimapur- II would be conducted 
in the DC office chamber at 11:30 a.m., 3 Dimapur 
–III in the RO office chamber, DC office, at 12 noon, 
4 Ghaspani I- in VC Room, NIC office, 2nd floor, DC 
Office, at 11 a.m. and 5 Ghaspani- II in the computer 
room, NIC, 2nd floor, DC office, at 11:30 a.m.

Judiciary officials, police personnel and public leaders were seen displaying the seized liquor to the 
public before the destruction on February 20 at NST junction, main town, Longleng. The destruction 
was carried in the presence of Tucuno Vamuzo, chief judicial magistrate, Longleng; Vito K Chishi, 
government pleader -cum- assistant public prosecutor, Longleng; Vitoka Yepthomi, EAC (Hq), 
Longleng; UBSI Yantsula, DEF Longleng; SI Koishom Phom; and PSI Ejei Phom, Head GB, Longleng.

Curbing menace



3
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Friday, February 23, 2018

CM
YK

AICC official Pradyut Bordoloi (centre) addressing media persons on Thur. Feb. 22 at Aier’s Enclave in 
Dimapur. AICC observer Praveen Davar (left) and Nagaland Pradesh Congress Committee (NPCC) General 
Secretary GK Zhimomi look on.  

EM Images

District responds to candidate’s complaint

Zeliang campaigns in Wokha; says NPP is ally 

Liezietsu cracks one at NDPP 

Congress mocks Modi’s 
‘repetitive NE speech’ in Tsg. 

STATE

Dimapur, Feb. 22 (EMN): The Di-
mapur district election office has 
responded to what was stated to 
be a complaint by a candidate 
of the Indian National Congress 
(INC) concerning alleged violation 
of Fundamental Rights and the 
Representation of the People Acts 
at 3rd Dimapur-III assembly con-
stituency.

Updates from the Dimapur divi-
sion of the Information and Public 
Relations (IPR) on Thur. informed 
about said constituency’s Returning 
Officer (RO) Sara S Jamir’s replying to 
the complaint. Lun Tunglung, can-
didate at 3rd Dimapur-III constitu-
ency, is said to be the complainant.  

The IPR stated Jamir’s points of 
clarification: Inducement of voter 
with money, materials, or using 
threat to vitiate elections is an elec-
tion offence. “However, there is no 
substantial evidence submitted to 
this claim in your complaint,” the 
reply stated.

‘It is the aim of ECI (Election 
Commission of India) and the elec-

tion machinery to ensure one man 
one vote. In this regard, (continuous 
update) of the E-roll through exer-
cises such as the NERPAP, NERP etc., 
are done,’ the establishment stated. 

“Further, the polling officers in 
the presence of your polling agents 
at all polling stations shall verify the 
antecedents of all voters before al-
lowing any persons to vote. Besides, 
no such report of booth-capturing 
plan or to kidnap any election agents 
is received (sic) from any intelligence 
sources till date.”

The poll establishment stated 
further that information about the 
use of ‘web casting camera,’ voter-
verified paper audit trail (VVPAT) 
and Electronic Voting Machines 
etc., were ‘widely published so as 
to educate and inform all voters 
through use of videos, radio, post-
ers, banners, print advertisement, 
VVPAT demonstration in the local 
areas etc.’ The establishment said 
that it ‘felt sufficient efforts had been 
undertaken to alley any misinforma-
tion on the use of such devices.’ 

Again, the IPR stated that the 
district election officer of Dimapur 
had issued a press release inform-
ing citizens about the penalties for 
booth-capturing. It had warned 
that the district administration was  
engaging all possible arrangements 
to ensure secrecy of the vote of elec-
tors, the IPR stated. The establish-
ment will take all necessary steps 
to conduct ‘credible elections,’ the 
updates stated.

Further, there has been no re-
port ‘received’ from any established 
source about the involvement of 
‘NNPGs’ (Naga underground organi-
sations) in this election till date, the 
updates quoted the electoral officer. 
In the light of the stated points, the 
RO for 3-Dimapur III AC has re-
quested the person in concern to file 
an FIR at the nearest police station 
and submit it along with evidence. 
It will include verifiable documents, 
photographs, videos, witness, etc., 
to “validate / support his complaint 
for future necessary action,” the IPR 
added.

had rejected on grounds 
that 59 seats are reserved 
in Nagaland. If they want 
they should contest.’ 

Further, the press re-
lease quoted him as hav-
ing said that “doors are 
open for coalition with 
willing parties.” He in-
formed that the NPP, 
which is fielding 25 can-
didates, “Have signed an 
agreement with NPF for 
coalition.” Other parties 
including independents 
are ‘also talking with us 
for coalition,’ the press 
release claimed.

The press  release 
quoted him further as 
having spoken about the 
party’s “chances of win-
ning seats.” According to 
the party’s press release, 
he said: “I can hardly see 
NDPP (Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party) 
will win more than 10 
seats. And how many can 
you expect of BJP? To form 
government it requires 
more than 30 seats. NPF is 
confident to emerge with 
majority.” 

The chief minister was 
quoted as having criti-
cized Neiphiu Rio too. 
Zeliang questioned the 
latter’s achievements dur-
ing his “chiefminstership” 
for 11 years, the press re-
lease stated. The party 
quoted the chief minister 
as alleging that ‘instead 
of securing central funds 
for development, he had 
landed state with 1234 
cr. rupees deficit’ and for 
which ‘he tried to run 

away from the state.’
On the NDPP-BJP alli-

ance, Zeliang said that ‘it 
does not go well with Naga 
tradition to give 20 seats to 
a national party which will 
destroy the identity and 
tradition of Nagas,’ the 
NPF’s press release added. 
Don’t sell your votes: 
Nienu

The media bureau of 
the NPF at central head-
quarters in Kohima also 
issued another press re-
lease on Thur. It informed 
that senior leader of the 
party, Kuzholuzo Nienu, 
exhorted voters to “par-
ticipate in clean elections” 
by telling them “not to sell 
their votes since it would 
amount to losing one’s 
dignity and self esteem,” 
the press release asserted.

The media bureau stat-
ed that he ‘underlined’ the 
importance of one’s vote. 
‘Your votes shall deter-
mine your future and you 
should not sell your votes 
since that would amount 
to losing your dignity and 
self esteem,’ according to 
the press release.

Nienu, also Home 
minister of Nagaland, 
addressed an NPF rally 
at 26th Aonglenden as-
sembly constituency at 
Ungma village in Mokok-
chung on Thur., the up-
dates stated. According 
to the press release, he 
reminded the electorate 
of the constituency that 
it was “one of the most 
prestigious constituencies 
in the state of Nagaland 

as it was the home turf to 
four-time chief minister 
Dr. SC Jamir.” 

“Politics is all about 
integrity, loyalty and prin-
ciples,” the press release 
quoted Nienu as having 
said. Toshipokba, the 
NPF’s candidate, is “a very 
humble and down-to-
earth person who truly 
deserves a chance to lead 
the people of the constitu-
ency,” the updates stated. 

“Exuding confidence 
that the NPF shall be 
forming the next ministry 
(sic), Nienu called upon 
the constituents to vote 
for NPF and be a part of 
the next ruling dispensa-
tion,” the press release 
stated.

The party added fur-
ther: “As specifically men-
tioned in our manifesto 
2018, cleansing the proc-
ess of governance from 
corruption will be a very 
serious agenda. Corrup-
tion of all kinds, especially 
misuse, misappropria-
tion and siphoning-off of 
precious state resources, 
unjustified cost escala-
tion of projects and pay-
ments made against ghost 
schemes and employees 
will be dealt with firmly 
as per law and serious 
corruption cases with 
prima facie proofs will be 
handed over to the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) to bring the culprits 
to book according to law,” 
the press release quoted 
Nienu as having declared 
during the event.

VVPAT

Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) shall be used with EVMs at 
all the polling stations in the forthcoming Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
Election and in all the future Elections. VVPAT is an independent system 
attached with the Electronic Voting Machine (EVM) that allows the voters to 
verify that their votes are cast as intended.

The VVPAT is attached to the Ballot Unit of the EVM and both the Ballot 
Unit and the VVPAT are placed in the voting compartment. The VVPAT has a 
small transparent glass window on it. When a voter comes to vote and presses 
the blue button on the Ballot Unit (BU) to vote for the candidate of his/her 
choice, the glass window on the VVPAT lights up and a printed paper slip 
containing the serial number, name of the Candidate and Election Symbol 
of the Candidate is visible to the voter behind the glass window. The voter 
witnesses all these details on the paper slip and is satisfied that his vote has 
been cast as intended.

The printed paper slip remains visible to the voter through the transparent 
glass window for 7 (seven) seconds, and thereafter, the printed paper slip gets 
automatically cut and falls below into the sealed compartment/drop box of 
the VVPAT followed by a beep sound. Thereafter the light goes off behind 
the glass window.

The VVPAT is thus going to further enhance the transparency and 
verifiability in poll process.

Source Chief Electoral Officer, Nagaland.
KG-2342

KG-2341

Wokha, Feb.  22 (EMN):   
Chief Minister TR Zeliang 
has expressed confidence 
that the Naga People’s 
Front (NPF) would retain 
power in Nagaland ‘with 
support from its allies,’ 
the party’s media cell has 
stated. The  NPF’s press 
and information cell is-
sued a press release on 
Thur. quoting the chief 
minister as having said 
that a new political party, 
the National People’s Party 
(NPP), had consented to 
an alliance.

Zeliang reportedly ap-
pealed to the electorate to 
“vote in favour of the long-
est surviving” regional 
party “which protects the 
interests of the Nagas.” 
The chief minister ad-
dressed election rallies 
in Wokha and Bhandari, 
it was informed. Zeliang 
said that “at least three 
NPF candidates out of 
four from Wokha district 
will emerge victorious,” 
the press release stated. 

“Zeliang cautioned the 
voters to be wise while 
voting and know which 
political party will safe-
guard the interests of the 
Nagas. He said, it is the 
NPF with cock symbol 
that stood for Naga po-
litical solution since its 
inception in 1963. In Na-
galand, whatever decision 
is taken by regional party 
NPF, it is final and nobody 
can impose anything on 
it,” the party quoted the 
chief minister. 

“However, unlike re-
gional party, state units 
of national parties like 
BJP (Bharatiya Janata 
Party) cannot take deci-
sion on their own as their 
high commands in Delhi 
exercise authority over 
them,”  he said. ‘Recalling 
the coalition in NPF-led 
government since 2003, 
Zeliang said, this time the 
BJP demanded 15 uncon-
tested seats to which NPF 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb 22 (EMN): 
The president of the Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu 
has remarked that the 
Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) 
speak about change com-
ing ‘in the poster’ but was 
‘collecting all the cor-
rupted leaders into the 
fold, sometime we won-
der how to bring about 
change.’ He stated so 
during the election rally 
for the 9th Kohima town 
assembly constituency 
at PWD Junction, Kohima 
on Feb. 22 evening. 

The president said 
that the NPF will not be 
talking about ‘big things’ 
but would ‘do only the 
extent that it is possi-
ble.’ “We will have a new 
team, and with that new 
team start with new pro-
gram and hope,” said 
Liezietsu.

Observing that ‘a lot 
of people go for money 
only and cast their vote 
blindly during the elec-
tion,’ he appealed to the 
electorate ‘not to waste 
their precious votes.’

“NPF belongs to Naga 
people, we are the people 
of Nagaland, and there-
fore NPF belongs to all of 
us. This is the party repre-
senting our identity. per-
sonality and aspiration... 
We will continue to take 
the stand till we achieve 
our goal,” said Liezietsu.

Taking another go at 
the NDPP he said, ‘Na-
tionalist is not regional. 
We are regional for this 
area only and think inter-
est of the people, whereas 

nationalist is the nation 
as a whole.’

‘Their symbol is a 
globe. Perhaps the Na-
galand wealth cannot 
satisfy them (that) they 
want to own the whole 
world now.’ The NDPP 
is a registered party but 
not recognized by the 
Election Commission 
of India and ‘it is like a 
newly-settled village or 
school that is not recog-
nized by the government. 
Likewise NDPP is still a 
private party. That is the 
difference between NPF 
and NDPP,’ the party’s 
president maintained.

“In due course of time 
before election, BJP got 
married with BJP, they 
will bear the child of BJP 
and give birth to BJP 
child. We have to be very 
clear on these differenc-
es,” the president said. He 
explained that the NPF 
was ‘senior’ to the BJP. 
“We were not with them 
but they were with us.”

“BJP walked away 
from us, but we are happy 
now we can speak freely,” 
Liezietsu said.

Member of the Ra-
jya Sabha KG Kenye also 
spoke during the event. 
In his address, the secre-
tary general of the NPF 
called upon the gather-
ing ‘take the right deci-
sion and to cast their vote 
for the right candidate.’ 
He requested them to 
keep their faith in the 
party. Speaking about the 
“framework agreement” 
he said, ‘It is yet to finalize 
any final decision.’ Until 
a permanent solution is 
found, ‘We will be there,’ 

NPP candidate assures ‘new direction’ and ‘hope’ 
Kohima Bureau

Kohima, Feb. 22 (EMN): There is a 
‘huge trust deficit’ between politi-
cians and the people, a former legis-
lator contesting in the forthcoming 
assembly elections has lamented. 
The National People’s Party (NPP) 
candidate at 8th Western Angami 
assembly constituency Asu Keyho 
asserted that he was contesting ‘to 
give a new direction and hope to the 
Naga people.’ 

Addressing a press conference 
on Feb. 22 at the Bamboo Hut in 
Kohima, 53-year old Keyho said he 
was ‘fully prepared to bring positive 
change in our society’ if he were 
elected. “I envision that there is a 
possibility of giving new direction 
and hope to the people. If our peo-
ple loses their trust in politicians / 
elected leaders, we are doomed to 
fail as a people and a society,” he 
said.

Keyho served the constituency 
as a member of the legislative as-
sembly during 1998-2003. He un-
successfully contested in his first 
election in 1993 while also not 
meeting with electoral success 

in three other consecutive terms 
against Naga People’s Front (NPF) 
candidate late Kiyanilie Peseyie 
who passed away the previous year.

Although he lost the elections 
four times, the candidate said that 
his conviction and dream to serve 
the people had not diminished ‘but 
only increased’ over the years.

 “I firmly believe that the last 
three elections will attest to my 
undying commitment and desire 
to serve my people. Thus, the zeal 
to serve the people is my constant 
passion and only motive to enter 
the 13th Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly.

“Today when we look at our 
society, everything is in a shamble, 
where hopes of the people have 
faded. People are looking for a 
fresh change because we are tired 
of the present system of having 
self-centred leaders. We are filled 
with anger and frustrations because 
they (elected leaders) have failed us 
miserably in every sphere of life,” 
he said. He spoke about objectives 
to improve road connectivity and 
to develop a tourist circuit for the 

western Angami region; employ-
ment avenues to accommodate 
unemployed youths, among others. 

Speaking about his prospects 
at victory, Keyho suggested that 
there would be a coalition govt. in 
the 13th Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly. He added that the NPP’s 
representatives would be the ‘decid-
ing factor.’

 “Whatever be our number, I 
envision that there will be fractured 
mandate where NPP will be the 
deciding factor in govt. formation,” 
Keyho said. He explained that the 
NPP, out of 25 candidates, were 
expecting to get a figure close to ten.

Replying to a query as to why the 
NPP would be the deciding factor 
when it had made a pre-poll alli-
ance with the NPF, Keyho said that 
in any situation where the NPF falls 
short of forming a govt., the party 
would take decisions accordingly 
after the election results. 

Keyho will be contesting Na-
tionalist Democratic Progressive 
Party candidate Kevisekho Kruse 
and NPF candidate Keneizhakho 
Nakhro.

election,” Bordoloi main-
tained while also justify-
ing the Congress fielding 
fewer numbers of candi-
dates than other parties 
for the Nagaland assembly 
elections scheduled for 
Feb. 27. 

“I am constraint to 
point out that money and 
muscle power are being 
played in the state,” Bord-
oloi alleged. 

The Congress will be 
vigilant as the party par-
ticularly wants ‘clean’ and 
fair elections while putting 
up a good fight although 
some of the Congress can-
didates in some places 
are being intimidated, the 
AICC official claimed. 

AICC observer Praveen 
Davar addressed the con-
ference too. He took a jibe 
at Modi alleging that ‘there 
was never a PM in the 
country who has spoken 
as many lies as Modi.’  

“If you cannot fulfil 
any commitment don’t 
lie; and I am sure that the 
people of Nagaland will 
not ensure the BJP to rule 
the state,” Davar asserted.

The AICC leaders also 
denounced the money 
allegedly being spent by 
the BJP-Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP) on advertise-
ments. “The amount of the 
advertisements published 
in local dailies shows how 

the BJP are handling the 
black money,” Davar al-
leged. The Congress is 
committed to Gandhian 
politics and believes in lib-
eral democracy, he main-
tained.

‘NDPP has dug their 
own grave while the BJP is 
trying to change the ethos 
of the Northeast and the 
Nagas; it is dangerous to 
have divisive forces in the 
state,’ Davar said. 

Even though the Con-
gress has field only 18 can-
didates for the state’s as-
sembly elections, the party 
was optimistic that in the 
remaining 42 constituen-
cies, people would vote for 
secular candidates.

he added. 
Candidate from 9th 

Kohima town assembly 
constituency Dr. Tseil-
houtuo, the NPF’s candi-
date, said in his address 
that he would focus on 
‘bringing change and 
overall development.’ If 
given the opportunity, he 

has promised ‘honesty’ to 
the public and to run the 
government ‘for the com-
mon people if elected.’ 

“Let this Kohima town 
be the birthplace of good 
governance to the rest of 
Nagaland,” Tseilhoutuo 
said, urging  the gather-
ing to vote for him.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Feb. 22: The All 
India Congress Committee 
(AICC) has ridiculed what 
it called the ‘repetitive’ 
speech of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to the peo-
ple of Nagaland.  The jibe 
at his speech came a few 
hours after his address at 
a public rally in Tuensang 
on Thur. Feb. 22 and for 
which the Congress had 
called a press conference 
at Aier’s Enclave in Di-
mapur.   

According to AICC of-
ficial and former min-
ister Pradyut Bordoloi, 
the PM’s statement was 
‘very disappointing for 
the people of Nagaland’   
and questioned his sin-
cerity for the wellbeing of 
the Northeast region. The 
Bharatiya Janata Party-led 
National Democratic Alli-
ance (BJP-NDA)  govern-
ment and Modi’s ‘total 
lack of sincerity’ reflect 
in their action and ‘re-
peated’ speeches that the 
PM ‘addresses across the 
northeast region,’ Bord-
oloi alleged. 

“Congress is respect-
ful to the aspiration of the 
Nagas’ and we became a 
part of the solution before 
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Phulbari(Meghalaya), Feb. 22 
(PTI): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said today Meghalaya is not 
safe in the hands of a Congress 
government, and appealed to the 
people to give BJP a chance to 
serve the state.

He said that ruling Congress 
took the people for granted as it 
saw no political challenge in the 
state, according to the official twit-
ter account of BJP.

‘Give us a chance to serve the 
state. We will ensure good govern-
ance guided by the philosophy of 
sabka saath, sabka vikas (inclusiv-
ity),’ he said at an election meeting 
here.

‘I promise you that Megha-
laya’s BJP government will account 
for work and every penny being 
spent,’ he said.

Hitting out at the Mukul Sang-
ma government, he said ‘There is 
a long list of scams to the credit of 
the state government and Megha-
laya is not safe in the hands of the 
Congress government.’

He referred to the alleged scam 
in the recruitment of teachers.

The prime minister said that 
the Centre had provided around 

Rs 470 crore for laying 1,100 km of 
roads in the state under Pradhan 
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PM-
GSY) but the Meghalaya govern-
ment was unable to spend even 50 
per cent of it.

‘We approved construction of 
21,000 houses in Meghalaya and 
provided more than Rs 100 crore to 
the government. But they were un-
able to build the required number 
of houses,’ Modi said.

Noting that his government 
wants to further strengthen its ‘Act 
East Policy’, Modi said it will open 
up opportunities for people in the 
state and in the entire Northeast.

He said Rs 10,000 crore will be 
spent on roads in Meghalaya and 
improved connectivity will change 
the face of the state.

‘We have planned to spend 
around Rs 180 crore for building of 
the new Shillong airport. It will im-

prove the possibilities for industrial 
development besides generation 
of employment for common man,’ 
the prime minister said.

Maintaining that Meghalaya 
has immense potential for the 
growth of tourism but lacks visi-
tors, he said, ‘No efforts were ever 
made to strengthen the sector. We 
will ensure more and more tour-
ists arrive here. This will generate 
income opportunities for people.’ 

Taking a dig at Chief Minister 
Mukul Sangma, he said though he 
was a doctor the health care sector 
is in a bad shape.

“Women are forced to deliver 
babies at home which poses a great 
threat to the lives of mother and 
baby,” the prime minister said.

The Centre, he said, has intro-
duced ‘Ayushman Bharat’ scheme 
which entitles a family to claim Rs 
5 lakh every year towards medical 
exigencies. 

Apparently seeking to woo 
the voters in this Christian major-
ity state, Modi said, ‘It was the BJP 
government which had rescued 
nurses from Iraq and brought 
them safe to Kerala. They all were 
Christians’.

New Delhi, Feb. 22 (IANS): The 
Indian Army on Thursday de-
fended its chief General Bipin 
Rawat’s comments about the 
growth of the AIUDF, a political 
party in Assam, allegedly be-
cause it enjoyed the support of 
the Muslim population as Pa-
kistan and China were pushing 
illegal Bangladeshi migrants 
into India.

AIUDF chief Badruddin 
Ajmal took strong objection to 
the “shocking” remarks.

The Army said there was 
nothing political or religious 
in General Rawat’s comments 
made in a seminar on the 

northeast at DRDO Bhavan on 
February 21.

“There is nothing political 
or religious in the talk. The 
Army Chief just mentioned 
amalgamation and develop-
ment in the seminar,” the Army 
said.

“Gen Bipin Rawat has made 
a political statement, shock-
ing! Why is it a concern for 
the Army Chief that a political 
party, based on democratic 
and secular values, is rising 
faster than the BJP? Alterna-
tive parties like the AIUDF, the 
AAP have grown because of the 
misgovernance of big parties,” 

Ajmal tweeted.
Ajmal asked if by making 

such a statement, the Army 
Chief was “indulging in poli-
tics which is against the con-
stitutional mandate given to 
him”.

He tagged President Ram 
Nath Kovind (@rashtrapatibh-
vn) and Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi (@PMOIndia) asking 
them to “please take note” of 
his tweets.

Ajmal said if the Army was 
clarifying there was “nothing 
political” in the General’s state-
ment, “why was the Army Chief 
dragging a political party in his 

speech, whose representatives 
are democratically elected by 
Indian citizens.”

In his remarks on Wednes-
day, the Army chief said Paki-
stan, with support from China, 
was pushing illegal migrants 
from Bangladesh into India 
though he didn’t name the two 
countries but made his refer-
ences obvious by calling them 
India’s “western neighbour” 
and “northern neighbour”.

“They will always try and 
ensure that this area is taken 
over, playing the proxy dimen-
sion of warfare where they do 
not have to confront a stronger 

nation through conventional 
operations.This proxy game 
is being well played by our 
western neighbour and sup-
ported also by the northern 
neighbour.”

Rawat said the government 
was looking at the northeast 
with the right perspective now 
to make sure that the popula-
tion dynamics of this region 
could no longer be changed. 

“There is a party called 
AIUDF. It has grown at a faster 
rate than the BJP has over the 
years... The AIUDF is moving 
at a faster pace in the state of 
Assam.”

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Feb. 22 (EMN): With an aim to bring hygienic 
lifestyle among the rural and urban women, the Diphu 
made sanitary napkin was formally launched during 
the recently concluded 44th Karbi Youth Festival (KYF) 
held at Taralangso, Diphu. 

The sanitary napkin called ‘Wings’ a product from 
Diphu in the first of its kind  Karbi Anglong.

Addressing the program, Amrita Teronpi of Inno-
vation Associate of National Innovation Foundation 
(NIF) informed that the sanitary napkin making ma-
chine which was installed in Diphu is the first in north-
east India. After which one machine was installed in 
Manipur and two more in Assam at a same time.  

The project was brought in the district in col-
laboration with Suba Laxmi Foundation (NGO) and 
National Innovation Foundation (NIF). NIF is an 
autonomous body of the department of Science and 
Technology, government of India, Amrita Teronpi said. 

The man behind the inspiration was Sheikh Afzal, 
the grassroots innovator who encouraged the NGO 
members to set up a machine in the district. Afzal 
is also said to have visited Diphu and had imparted 
a two-day training with the NGO member, added 
Teronpi.

With the market price of pads seen on the rise, the 
women folks cannot afford the price, said Teronpi. He 
said ‘Wings’ sanitary napkin will be a cheaper one so 
that every women can afford it.

It is also witnessed many places in India are seen 
revolution over high price of Napkin. So in order, to 
give a healthy lifestyle to women section in the soci-
ety, a group of people come together and and started 
working together and making the fulfilment  dream 
of a women. Bleeding menstruation is not the shame, 
everybody should be proud, we bleed for you, added 
Amrita.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 22 (EMN): Chief 
Minister N Biren Singh in-
formed during the ongoing 
assembly that a joint body will 
look into the operation of the 
Ithai Barrage and to monitor the 
hydrology of Loktak Lake and 
frequent flash floods in the state 
during monsoon.

Chief Minister Biren was 
supplementing to Water Re-
sources Minister Letpao Haok-
ip’s answer to the queries raised 

by opposition Congress MLA 
Kangujam Ranjit Singh during 
the 14th day of the ongoing 4th 
Session of 11th Manipur Legis-
lative Assembly on Thur.

Biren Singh said that he 
took up the matter along with 
the governor at a personnel 
level and urged Union Min-
ister (Power) RK Singh for its 
removal. Though there is no 
formal reply from the ministry, 
an understanding has been 
reached that a Joint Commit-

tee, including officials of the 
state, will timely monitor op-
erations of Ithai Barrage (gates) 
as and when required. He as-
sured that the barrage will be 
operated jointly during the 
monsoon.

Earlier replying to the ques-
tion, Water Resources Minister 
Letpao informed the assembly 
that there is no plan to remove 
Ithai barrage. No letter has also 
been written to centre in this 
regard. But he admitted that the 

barrage creates siltation in the 
impounded areas.

The barrage which was built 
across Manipur river, was con-
trolled by National Hydroelec-
tric Power Corporation (NHPC) 
since the commissioning of 
Loktak multipurpose project 
in 1983. The project required 
that the water level of Loktak 
Lake, which in reality comprises 
not less than a dozen smaller 
lakes with a fluctuating hydro-
logical regime, is maintained 

at a constant level of 768.9 m 
throughout the year to provide 
adequate supply for the hydro 
project.

As a result, a huge agricul-
tural as well as settlement area 
on the periphery of the lake 
was adversely affected. Besides 
almost all the low lying areas 
of the state were routinely in-
undated every year during the 
rainy season due to the con-
cerned authority’s failure to 
open the barrage gates on time.

Guwahati, Feb. 22 (PTI): The opposi-
tion Congress MLAs today staged a 
walkout in Assam Assembly when the 
Speaker did not allow a discussion over 
their adjournment motion on “deterio-
rating law and order”.

Before the House began its busi-
nesses for the day, the Congress sub-
mitted an adjournment motion to 
Speaker Hitendra Nath Goswami for a 
discussion in the wake of the killing of 
a trader yesterday night in Guwahati.

Congress MLA Abdul Khaleque 
raised the issue even before starting of 
the Question Hour.

Goswami asked him to sit down 
saying he will take a decision on it as 
per rule.

After the Question Hour ended, 
Khaleque and his party colleague 
Kamalakhya Dey Purkayastha again 

drew attention of the Speaker, who 
again turned it down.

“A businessman was shot dead in 
the middle of the city. The law and order 
is collapsing drastically. This is a serious 
issue,” Khaleque said.

With the Speaker refusing to ad-
journ all businesses to discuss the is-
sue, Congress MLAs staged a walkout 
in protest.

Goswami later said in the House 
that an adjournment motion can be 
brought only if the matter is of urgent 
public importance.

“It is nothing like that law and order 
has collapsed in the state. A matter, 
even though is urgent, can be discussed 
in the House by bringing in through 
other instruments than adjournment 
motion. So, I disallowed the motion,” 
he said.

Guwahati, Feb.  22 (PTI): Legislators 
of Assam Assembly today praised Bol-
lywood movie ‘Padman’ for creating 
awareness on menstrual hygiene and 
demanded distribution of free sanitary 
napkins to women, especially in rural ar-
eas. BJP MLA Mrinal Saikia requested the 
government to make the R Balki directed 
movie tax free and screen it in rural areas.

“The film has beautifully presented 
a sensitive issue. Because of unhygienic 
napkins during periods, women can be 
affected by many diseases. Moreover, 
since our childhood, we have been 
taught that it is like the issue of untouch-
ability,” another BJP MLa Angoorlata 
Deka said.

She said many village panchayats in 
other states have appointed “Pad Men” to 
aware people and demanded that Assam 
government distribute sanitary napkins 

for free or at a minimum cost in schools.
Congress MLA Nandia Das said As-

sam had a scheme to distribute sanitary 
napkins free of cost since 2015, but it is 
not functioning at present.

Assam Assembly Deputy Speaker 
Dilip Kumar Paul asked Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister Chandra Mohan Pato-
wary to talk to the health minister, who is 
not present at the House, and see if free 
napkins can be distributed in schools 
and among women self help groups. 
Patowary assured the House that the 
government will take necessary step to 
create awareness in the society for use of 
sanitary napkins.

“In 2017-18, the Centre had sanc-
tioned Rs 3.9 crore for purchasing 6.12 
lakh sanitary napkins. For 2018-19, we 
have sent a proposal of Rs 6.20 crore to 
benefit 6.45 lakh girls,” Patowari said.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 22 (EMN): The 3rd 
International Convention of Service 
Industry NER (I)-ASEAN FOCUS 
CLMV (Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, 
Vietnam) was held here under ae-
gis of Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry, government of India, In-
ternational of Chamber for Service 
Industry and Manipur Infrastructure 
Development Agency (MIDA) on 
Feb. 22.

The convention was held under 
the theme “Tapping Potential of 
Services Sector Catering to Domestic 
and International Demands.” 

Manipur Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh, Ambassador Moe Kyan Aung 
of Union of Myanmar to India, Joint 
Secretary Sudhanshu Pandey of 
Ministry of Commerce, Government 
of India, Additional Chief Secretary 
(Home) Dr J. Suresh Babu of Ma-
nipur government, Director General 

Dr Gulshan Sharma of International 
Chamber of Service Industry, Vice 
Chairman MIDA M Asnikumar, 
Head of India-SriLanka and Nepal 
Fly Dubai Pran Dasan, Head of 
Operations Media Entertainment 
Industry Mohit Soni and others at-
tended the Convention.

Speaking on the occasion Chief 
Minister Biren said that the Min-
istry of Civil Aviation has assured 
the state government that Air India 
would begin daily direct flights from 
New Delhi to Imphal by first week of 
April, 2018.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has allocated funds for the construc-
tion of 39 big culverts in the areas of 
Indo-Myanmar border, Chief Minis-
ter Biren said. These culverts will be 
inaugurated jointly along with the 
Chief Minister of Sagaing Region, 
Myanmar soon.

Mentioning that Manipur is the 

gateway to South East Asian coun-
tries, Biren said the government is 
trying to acquire 100 acres of land 
near Tengnoupal area in Imphal-
Moreh road for the construction of 
a Resort to attract more tourists in 
the State. 

Ambassador Moe Kyan Aung 
of Union of Myanmar to India said 
that there is a need to increase the air 
connectivity between the countries 
such as direct flight from Imphal 
to Rangoon etc. Free flow of trade, 
goods and services are the part of 
the most important elements in re-
alizing as an Economic Community 
which would strengthen the com-
mercial and economic relationship 
between various ASEAN countries, 
he added.  He also maintained that 
North East India is a geo-strategic 
region for connecting to the South 
East Asian countries.Other officials 
also spoke on the occasion.

Imphal, Feb. 22 (PTI): 
A Manipuri film ‘Imaji 
Ningthem’, which won 
an international award, 
has been digitally restored 
after 37 years and shown 
here. Made in 1981, the 
restored classic, scripted 
by Maharaj Kumari Bind-
odini Devi and directed 
by prominent film maker 
Aribam Syam Sharma, was 
shown at the Centenary 
Hall of Manipur University 
yesterday.

Screened at many 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f i l m 
festivals,’Imagi Ningthem’ 
(My son, My Precious) 
won the ‘Golden Mont-
golfiere’ at the Festival 

of Three Continents at 
Nantes in France in 1982.

Present at the show, 
Manipur Governor Najma 
Heptulla appreciated the 
restoration of the film and 
remembered the literary 
and cultural contributions 
of Binodini. Binodini re-
ceived Sahitya Akademi 
Award in 1979 for her Ma-
nipuri novel ‘Bor Saheb 
Ongbi Sanatombi’.

The function was joint-
ly organised by the Imasi 
Foundation and the Mass 
Communication Depart-
ment of Manipur Univer-
sity with the support of 
the state Arts and Culture 
Department.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 22 (EMN): A 
foundation stone for Ma-
nipur’s judicial academy has 
been dedicated at Pangei in 
Manipur’s Imphal East District 
on Wed. 

Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh, Law and Legislative 
Affairs Minister L Jayanta-
kumar Singh, Chief Justice 
Abhilasha Kumari of the High 
Court of Manipur, High Court 
of Manipur judges Justice 
N Kotiswar Singh and Jus-
tice Kh Nobin Singh and Ad-
vocate General N Kumarjit 
were present on the dais as 
dignitaries at the dedication 
ceremony. 

Addressing the function, 
Chief Minister Biren Singh 
said that the state govern-
ment could allot only 19.25 
acres of land as of now against 
the High Court’s proposal of 
50 acres for the Academy. He 
added that the allotment of 
the remaining land measur-
ing 28.25 acres is under active 
process.

Mentioning that the Gov-
ernment is aware of the im-
mediate requirements of the 
academy, he assured that the 
government would take all 
possible efforts to make avail-
able the remaining land at the 
earliest.

The Manipur Judicial 
Academy at Manipur High 
Court complex was opened 
by Supreme Court Judge Jus-
tice Madan B Lokur. It has 

enabled judicial officers to 
receive the required training 
without going to institutions 
located outside the state. Be-
fore the existence of Manipur 
Judicial Academy, judicial 
officers used to get training 
from North Eastern Judicial 
Training Institute at Guwahati.

In order to start construc-
tion of the academy, the state 
government has already de-
posited an amount of INR 5.16 
crore to the state Public Work 
department in March 2016, 
he added. The central govern-
ment is being requested for 
meeting the required fund in 
addition to the 14th Finance 
commission award.

In her speech, Chief Justice 
Abhilasha Kumari said that 
the dedication of the founda-
tion stone for Manipur Ju-
dicial Academy is a historic 
moment which was possible 
because of the co-operation, 
positive attitude and dynamic 
approach of Chief Minister 
N Biren Singh. Stating that 
the proposal for creating per-
manent posts for lecturers 
and staff for Manipur Judicial 
Academy had been submit-
ted to the state government, 
the chief justice expressed 
hope that the government 
would respond positively to 
the proposal. 

Justice Abhilasha Kumari 
said that during a meeting on 
Feb. 15 2018, the chief minister 
assured her sanction for per-
manent posts at the earliest. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 22 (EMN): 
A  M e m o r a n d u m  o f 
Understanding(MoU) 
was signed between Ma-
nipur State Rural Liveli-
hoods Mission(MSRLM) 
and seven Project Imple-
menting Agencies(PIA) 
for the Deen Dayal Upad-
hyaya Grameen Kaush-
alya Yojana (DDU-GKY) 
in Manipur was signed in 
the presence of Rural De-
velopment and Panchay-
ati Raj Minister Thongam 
Biswajit Singh in Imphal 
on Thur.

The MoU signed with 
the PIAs including Com-
puter network assistant, 
C R M  d o m e s t i c  n o n -
voice, Food and Beverage 
service, Hospitality as-
sistant, Sewing machine 
operator, beauty therapy 
and hair styling, BPO 
Non-voice, Retail sales 
associates, Field Tech-
nician-Networking and 
Storage, Junior Software 
Developer, BPO Voice, 
General Duty Assistant 
and Food and Beverage 

Service trainee.
Speaking on the occa-

sion Minister Biswajit said 
that under the scheme 
already 1148 Self Help 
Groups (SHG) have been 
created in the state with 
around 13,335 members. 
He continued that the 
scheme has its main focus 
on youth and targets to 
train 10,518 rural youth 
by March 2019 and 5,370 
this year.

Also, the minister in-
structed the concerned 
officials for implemen-
tation of the scheme to 
erect hoardings and sign 
boards in the rural areas 
so as to educate the in-
tended beneficiaries of 
the scheme.

State Mission Director 
Somorjit Salam of MSRLM 
said that the MSRLM has 
earlier signed an MoU 
with a PIA for providing 
training on emergency 
medical technician and 
blood bank technician. 
He said the trainings will 
be imparted in more than 
250 trades and skills. 

The main focus of the 
DDU-GKY is on the rural 
youth from poor families 
in the age group of 18 to 
35 years with a relaxation 
up to 45 years for spe-
cially-abled, transgender 
and people living with 
HIV. The scheme can be 
availed by MGNREGA 
worker households with 
a minimum of 15 days of 
completed work, Rashtri-
ya Swasthya Bima Yojana 
households, Antyodaya 
Anna Yojana card holding

households, BPL PDS 
card holding households, 
NRLM-SHG households 
and households covered 
under auto inclusion 
parameters of Socio-
Economic Caste Census, 
2011.

As part of the function, 
Minister Biswajit also re-
leased the wall and table 
calendars of the MSRLM. 
Principal Secretary MH 
Khan of Rural Develop-
ment and Panchayati Raj 
and other officials of the 
MSRLM also attended the 
function.

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi gestures during his speech at the BJP’s rally ahead of 
Meghalaya Assembly elections at Phulbari on Thursday.

Modi says Meghalaya not 
safe in hands of Congress

Ajmal objects but army defends chief’s remarks on AIUDF’s rise

Sanitary product, ‘Wings’ 
from Diphu, launched

Joint body to look into operation of water bodies in Manipur

Cong. walk out from assembly over 
rejection of adjournment motion

Assam assembly praises ‘Padman’; 
MLAs for free napkins to women

AI to fly New Delhi-Imphal daily from April Digitally restored ‘Imaji 
Ningthem’ screened

Foundation stone for Manipur 
judicial academy dedicated

Manipur: MoU signed between 
MSRLM and seven PIAs
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Idea offers Rs 2k 
cashback on 4G 
smartphones
Mumbai, Feb. 22 (IANS): 
Telecom operator Idea Cel-
lular on Thursday said it 
has offered a cashback of  
Rs 2,000 on the purchase 
of a new 4G smartphone of  
any brand with effect from 
February 23.

The cellular operator 
said the offer is applicable to 
both prepaid and postpaid 
customers.

“The focus is on upgrad-
ing the customer to 4G by 
making 4G handsets more 
affordable. We are targeting 
this communication to all 
customers intending to buy 
a new 4G smartphone,” 
Sashi Shankar, Chief Mar-
keting Officer, Idea Cellu-
lar, said in a statement.

Sensex slips 144 
points ahead of 
F&O expiry
Mumbai, Feb. 22 
(PTI):The benchmark 
BSE Sensex fell over 144 
points in early trade as 
investors turned cau-
tious ahead of February 
derivatives expiry amid 
sustained foreign fund 
outflows and mixed 
Asian cues.

The 30-share in-
dex, which had gained 
141.27 points in the pre-
vious session, slipped 
144.23 points, or 0.42%, 
to 33,700.63. Sectoral 
indices, led by oil & gas, 
metal, auto, PSU and 
banks, slipped into the 
negative terrain to fall 
up to 0.99%. The NSE 
Nifty50 too fell by 56.80 
points, or 0.54%, to 
10,340.65.

Squaring-up of posi-
tions by participants on 
the last trading session 
of February F&O series 
contracts on February 
22 and a weak trend in 
other Asian markets, af-
ter the U.S. Federal Re-
serve minutes indicated 
a hike in interest rates, 
influenced sentiment 
here.

New Delhi, Feb. 22 (IANS): Chinese smartphone maker 
Xiaomi sold more than three lakh units of its newly-
launched Redmi Note 5 and Redmi Note 5 Pro in just 
three minutes during its first online sale on Thursday. 
“#RedmiNote5 and #RedmiNote5Pro: we sold 3L+ units 
in <3 mins. This means 1L+ phones/min!,” Manu Ku-
mar Jain, Xiaomi India Managing Director and Global 
Vice President, tweeted.

The company also announced that the next sale of 
the smartphones will be on February 28. Redmi Note 
5 -- a successor to the highly-acclaimed Redmi Note 4 
-- has been launched for Rs 9,999 for the 3GB RAM and 
32GB storage variant and Rs 11,999 for the 4GB RAM 
and 64GB variant. The device comes with 18:9 Full HD+ 
display, 4,000mAh battery and Qualcomm Snapdragon 
625 processor. Redmi Note 5 Pro costs Rs 13,999 for the 
4GB RAM and 64GB variant and Rs 16,999 for the 6GB 
RAM and 64GB ROM version. Housing the dual rear-
camera system (12MP+5MP) and a 20MP selfie shoot-
er, Redmi Note 5 Pro is the first Xiaomi smartphone to 
come with the “Face Unlock” feature. It also has the lat-
est Snapdragon 636 processor.

New Delhi, Feb. 22 (IANS): Telecom Minister Manoj 
Sinha on Thursday said the government has no plans 
to merge the two state-run telecom companies Bharat 
Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) and Mahanagar Tel-
ephone Nigam Limited (MTNL) at present. Speaking 
on the sidelines of an event here, the minister said the 
government has not considered the merger of the two 
entities but was working to ensure that collaboration 
between the two PSUs strengthens and benefits both 
the organisations. Referring to Sinha’s remark, Tel-
ecom Secretary Aruna Sundararajan said: “The idea is 
to bring the two organisations together, but whether it 
will actually be a merger that is not under considera-
tion at the moment.” The Department of Telecommu-
nications (DoT) on Thursday announced a “strategic 
plan” to bring synergy among seven public sector units 
(PSUs) under it, which included both BSNL and MTNL.

According to the DoT, all the PSUs and organisa-
tions under it will be able to work together in synergy 
and address various business opportunities arising 
in the country following the recommendations in the 
“strategic plan”. “We have identified specific areas that 
our teams will work upon like training of man power, 
settlement of legal issues, and utilisation of vacant 
spaces, in order to demonstrate the true value of Syner-
gy. I am also pleased to see the focus on clearly defined 
timelines and performance indicators,” Sinha said.

New Delhi, Feb. 22 
(IANS): 4G emerged as 
the key driver of mobile 
data consumption in 
2017 and 82 per cent of 
the mobile data traffic 
came from 4G in India, 
Nokia’s annual “Mobile 
Broadband Index” study 
said on Thursday.

The traffic grew 135 
per cent year-on-year 
(YoY) with the rapid 
deployment of 4G net-
works and affordable de-
vices in the country. 3G 
grew data grew 286 per 
cent in 2017, driven by 
an increased appetite for 
data consumption and 
better coverage.

“The year 2017 saw 
telcos expand 4G net-
works and this momen-

tum is likely to continue. 
The drop in prices of de-
vices, both smartphones 
and feature phones, is 
driving data consump-
tion in the country,” San-
jay Malik, Head of India 
Market, Nokia, said in a 
statement.

According to the re-
port, data consumption 
continued to be driven 
by video, which contrib-
uted 65 per cent to 75 
per cent of total mobile 
data traffic. 

This was powered by 
the availability of Hindi 
and regional language 
content, as well as the 
proliferation of origi-
nal OTT-only series. In 
2017, Hindi and regional 
languages comprised 

more than 90 per cent of 
popular videos watched 
online. “We believe that 
the next wave of growth 
in the Indian broadband 
market can come from 
the untapped base of 
feature phone users who 
will potentially move di-
rectly from 2G to 4G. In-
dian telcos will need to 
explore innovative net-
work technologies that 
will help them prepare 
networks for the 5G and 
connected devices era,” 
Malik added.

On average, an Indi-
an subscriber consumed 
7.4 GB of data per user 
per month on their mo-
bile devices over mobile 
networks alone -- plac-
ing India ahead of de-

recently launched its 
budget smartphone 
CENTRiC “L3” in India 
for Rs 6,749. The device 
features a 1.3GHz quad-
core processor with 2GB 
RAM and 16GB internal 
memory which can be 
expanded up to 256GB.

The phone comes 

with a 13MP rear auto-
focus (AF) camera and a 
5MP front shooter. There 
is a 5-inch HD IPS dis-
play with 2.5D curved 
glass.

The dual-SIM budget 
device has a fingerprint 
sensor, 4G LTE support 
and a 3,050mAh battery.

New Delhi, Feb. 22 (IANS): The De-
partment of Telecommunications 
(DoT) on Thursday announced 
what it called a “strategic plan” to 
bring synergy among seven tele-
com public sector units (PSUs) un-
der it to ensure their effective 
functioning.

According to the DoT, all 
the PSUs and organisations 
under it will be able to work to-
gether in synergy and address 
various business opportunities 
arising in the country following 
the recommendations incor-
porated in the plan.

The plan covers Bharat San-
char Nigam Limited (BSNL), 
Mahanagar Telephone Nigam 
Limited (MTNL), Indian Tel-
ephone Industries Limited 
(ITI), Centre for Development 
of Telematics (CDOT), Tele-
communications Consultants 
India Limited (TCIL), Testing 
and Certification of Telecom 
Equipments (TEC) and Bharat-
Net (BBNL).

The recommendations of the 
strategic plan -- the work on which 
began in January 2016 -- included 
effective utilisation of human re-
source through training, optimal 
utilisation of vacant spaces in 
lands and buildings and promoting 
“Make in India” by taking advan-

tage of preferential market access 
government policy, a DoT state-
ment said.

In addition, the PSUs will refrain 
from filing legal cases against each 
another, and if required, the DoT 

will intervene to resolve disputes, it 
added.

“We have moved beyond just 
words in this initiative (synergy). We 
have identified specific areas that 
our teams will work upon -- train-
ing of manpower, settlement of le-
gal issues, and utilisation of vacant 
spaces -- in order to demonstrate 

the true value of synergy,” Com-
munications Minister Manoj Sinha 
said here at an event.

“I am pleased to see the focus on 
clearly defined timelines and per-
formance indicators. These should 

lend our efforts a sense of pur-
pose, and also aid in effective 
monitoring of the progress that 
the teams are making,” he said.

Sinha said it was critical 
that tangible and substantive 
progress was made towards 
this initiative in six months.

“I assume the review mech-
anisms set up by DoT will keep 
all our plans on track, in terms 
of timelines as well as quality of 
outcomes,” he added.

To take the initiative further, 
the telecom PSUs exchanged at 
an event here on Thursday a 
couple of memoranda of un-
derstanding (MoUs) between 
various PSUs under the strate-
gic plan, like the MoU between 

ITI and TCIL for use of manu-
facturing capacity of optical fibre 
cables of Tamilnadu Telecommuni-
cations Limited (TTL).

Others included s MoU among 
TCIL, ITI and C-DoT for export of 
products and services to foreign 
markets, and between MTNL, ITI 
and C-DoT for delivery of Internet 
of Things and smart city projects.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Name of 
District No. & Name of AC No. & Name of {Polling Stations

Kiphiri 59-Seyochung Sitimi 14-Shishimi
 60-Pungro-Kiphire 23-Mimi
  24-Lopfukhong
  25-Khongka
  42-Mutingkhong
  43-Khongjiri
  44-Hakumati
  45-Tsuntang
  46-Vogtsuvong

District Total: 9  
   
Mon 48-Moka 11-Changnyu Village
  12-Yei Village
  13-Yonghong Village
  14-Yonghong Village
  15-Kanchangshu Village
  16-Yakshu Village
  17-Yakshu Village
  18-Mopong Town
  19-Ukha Village A
  20-Ukha Village
  22-Yangphang Village
 55-Tobu 1-Changlangshu Village A
  2-Changlangshu Village A
  3-Changlangshu Village A
  4-Changlangshu Village B
  5-Monyakshu A
  6-Monyakshu B
  7-Monyakshu C
  8-Pessao A
  9-Pessao B
  10-Yongkhao Village
  11-Yongkhao Village
  12-Shinyu Village
  13-Tamkong Village
  14-Tamkong Village
  15-Shamnyu Village
  16-Shamnyu Village
  17-Tobu Hq.
  18-Tobu Hq.
  19-Tobu Village
  20-Tobu Village
  21-Monyakshu Town
  22-Changlangshu Changsha Village
  23-Changlu Village
  24-Monyakshu A
  25-Monyakshu C
  26-Pessao A
  27-Eyeang Village
  28-Wangshu Changlu Village
  29-Meinchangle Village
  30-Bumei Village

            District Total: 41  
   
Phek 20-Meluri 22-Mokie Village
  23-Sutsu Village
  24-Laruri Village
  25-Phokhungri Village
  26-Avankhu Village
  27-Letsam Village
  28-Old Thewati Village
  29-New Thewati Village
  30-Washelo Village
  32-Mollen Village
  33-Reguri Village
  52-Phokhungri Town

District Total: 12  
   
Tuensang 57-Thonoknyu 20-Kiusam
  21-Metonger
  22-Sangkumti
  23-Longtsunger
  24-Phokpur
  25-Sangtsunger
  27-Chikiponger
  

District Total: 8  
   
Wokha 40-Bhandari 3-Agatito
  4-Amboto
  5-Metilijan
  8-Wozhuyan Old
  9-Changpang Village
  10-Lio Longidang
  32-Liphayan
  33-Ralan Old
  34-Ralan New
  35-Woroku
  36-Chandalashung Old
  42-Azuhoto
  43-Zukheshe
  50-Yampha
  51-Changpang Hq.
  54-Chanka
  57-Lichuyan
  60-Wochan
  61-Tchuchanpen
  62-Yanlum
  63-S. Wochan
  64-Chandalashung New
  65-Chandalashung B
  66-Ronsu
  67-Soshan
  68-Lishayan
  70-Longtssiri
  72-Akuhaiqua
  73-Sumito
  74-Khakuthato

District Total: 30  
   
Zunheboto 36-Satakha 27-Tsutoho
  28-Thakiye
  29-Khuvuxu

District Total: 3  
   
   

STATE TOTAL: 102  

List of P-2 Polling Stations (Polling Party to start 2 days prior to 
date of poll).

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER
NAGALAND : KOHIMA

Email: ceo_nagaland@eci.gov.in Phone: 0370-2290456/2290458

NO.ELE/PS-29/2017 Kohima, dated the 22nd January 2018

ADVERTISEMENT
This is for the information of all concerned that the Election Com-
mission of India has modified the poll timings from 7:00 AM to 
3:00 PM for 102 (one hundred and two) polling stations for which 
the polling parties have to move out from the dispersal centre 
(District Hq.) two days prior to date of poll. These polling stations 
also known as P-2 polling stations are spread over 8 (eight) Assem-
bly Constituencies falling under six districts namely; 9 polling sta-
tions in Kiphire, 41 polling stations in Mon, 12 polling stations in 
Phek, 8 polling stations in Tuensang, 30 polling stations in Wokha 
and 3 polling stations in Zunheboto. in all other polling stations 
the poll timing will remain the same i.e., from 7:00 AM to 4:00 PM. 
The detailed lists of P-2 polling station are as mentioned below:

(ABHlJlT SINHA) IAS
Chief Electoral Officer

Nagaland : Kohima

Lucknow, Feb. 22 (IANS): 
Domestic smartphone 
brand CENTRiC Mobiles 
on Thursday announced 
to invest Rs 648 crore 
towards setting up a re-
search and development 
and manufacturing unit 
for mobile phones in Ut-
tar Pradesh.

The state-of-the-art 
Complete Knock-Down 
(CKD) manufactur-
ing facility will cater to 
both “CENTRiC” and 
“FRND” mobile phones, 
manufactured by Priya-
nka Technologies (India) 
Pvt Ltd, as well as other 
mobile phone manufac-
turers globally, the com-
pany said during the UP 
Investors’ Summit here. 

“The company plans 
to invest Rs 648 crore in 
setting up an R&D and 
manufacturing unit in 
Uttar Pradesh,” Manish 
Agarwal, Founder, Priya-
nka Technologies (India) 
Pvt Ltd, said in a state-
ment.

The project is expect-
ed to generate employ-
ment for over 1,500 peo-
ple at various levels, the 
company said. 

CENTRiC Mobiles 

veloped markets like 
Britain, South Korea and 
France.

The average con-
sumption over both Wi-

Fi and mobile networks 
in India was 8.8 GB data 
per user per month, at 
par with other developed 
markets.
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Divine Right
Unlike in a monarchy, the concept of divine 

right was absent in the Naga society, period. 
Any attempt to bring in contradiction citing 

Naga chiefs of villages or group of villages is invalid. 
The concept asserts that the monarch is not answera-
ble to anyone but only to God and can only be judged 
by God, even though unjust. However since the Nagas 
came into contact with different cultures from out-
side seems to be testing the Naga system to the ex-
tremes. At present the emergence of organisations if 
not individuals with the collective understanding that 
the organisations have the divine right is a dangerous 
trend. The trend being that many of these institutions 
and organisations that are actually fairly new consid-
er themselves as inviolable.

This trend is the other face of the ailment in the 
Naga society of ever increasing so-called pressure 
groups in the form of organisations and associations. 
Currently it is like a mad rush that all these organisa-
tions have an opinion for everything under the sun 
and also ensure that it finds space in the media. Any 
criticism, howsoever constructive is considered more 
as politically motivated or tribalism trying to sabotage 
their objective for the common good. The common 
good many a times in reality is mostly, if not only, for 
their kind; those who are part of that entity. In case of 
a tribe based organisation if the ones critical about is it 
from another tribe then the easiest way out is to paint 
the communal colour against the critic. In case one is 
from their own then either it is supposed to be hushed 
up and in case of failure, just ostracize that person. 
There can be many other scenarios that are played 
other than these two. It becomes unimaginable if the 
person is from outside the state or a non-Naga.

The reason can be attributed to the ‘us versus 
them’ mentality is still deeply ingrained, for the newly 
Christianised tribes who in recent past were living in 
isolated villages and hunting human heads. However 
the import of a concept very similar to that of divine 
right conferred on an organisation though not an 
individual is the growing problem. The skewed con-
cept that the organisation and the majority is always 
right either persists or is made to persist. The nation-
alist groups also without exception exhibit similar 
characteristics. It has reached such levels of stupidity 
that some organisations no longer functions for the 
sake of its professed mission put purely for the sake 
of keeping the organisation intact, sometimes even 
at the cost of its aims and objectives, where the word 
‘unity’ and its concept will be utilised. The so-called 
proud Naga warriors finally need to call it a day and 
have the guts to survive alone too with one’s own grit 
and determination to come out of this conundrum.

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

God’s mercy prompts us to be merciful.

When my children were squabbling and came 
to me to tattle on one another, I took each 
child aside separately to hear their account 

of the problem. Since both were guilty, at the end of 
our chat I asked them each what they felt would be 
an appropriate, fair consequence for their sibling’s 
actions. Both suggested swift punishment for the 
other. To their surprise, I instead gave them each 
the consequence they had intended for their sib-
ling. Suddenly, each child lamented how “unfair” 
the sentence seemed now that it was visited upon 
them—despite having deemed it appropriate when 
it was intended for the other.

My kids had shown the kind of “judgment with-
out mercy” that God warns against (James 2:13). 
James reminds us that instead of showing favorit-
ism to the wealthy, or even to one’s self, God de-
sires that we love others as we love ourselves (v. 
8). Instead of using others for selfish gain, or dis-
regarding anyone whose position doesn’t benefit 
us, James instructs us to act as people who know 
how much we’ve been given and forgiven—and to 
extend that mercy to others.

God has given generously of His mercy. In all 
our dealings with others, let’s remember the mercy 
He’s shown us and extend it to others.
Lord, I’m grateful for the great mercy You’ve shown 
me. Help me to offer similar mercy to others as a 

measure of my gratitude to You.

DAILY

PATH
Mercy over 
Judgment

BIBLE READ:   JAMES 2:1–13
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Speak and act as those who are going to be 
judged by the law that gives freedom. 

~  James 2:12

1. Shall not buy votes with money.
2. Shall not insist/force Clan, Khel, Village, and family to declare support for a  particular can-

didate.
3. Shall not bribe the voters with money or materials.
4. Shall not distribute party money or provide party-based development work during election 

time.
5. Shall not distribute alcohol, drugs, or other intoxicants to voters.
6. Shall not set up camps in colony/khel/vlllage/town.
7. Shall not put up flags and posters on an individual household except in party office and 

house of the candidate.
8. Shall not provide feasting, picnic, or go for procession.
9. Shall not use force, intimidation and undue influence to the voters.
10. Shall not use the support of underground/NPGs for threatening voters.
11. Shall have a dear and realistic manifesto.
12. Shall avoid house to house campaign.
13. Shall discipline the party workers and educate them with CEC instructed by the NBCC.
14. Shall not use/spread false propaganda for personal gain.
15. Shall not be involved in booth capturing and any other activities which are unbecoming of 

any political party.
16. Shall  deliver peace,  justice, and development for our people
17. Shall participate in the Common Platforms organized by the Clean Election committee.
18. Shall support NBCC-CEC guidelines in letter and spirit, and cooperate with all the initia-

tives of  Association level CEC-Core Committee.
Issued in public interest

Pledge Signed by Political Parties 
and NBCC for Clean Elections

“Adult Franchise”, the power that you gain by virtue 
of being a bonafide citizen of a democratic coun-
try.. The power given to any citizen from 18 years 

and above irrespective of caste, colour, creed, religion, 
sex and place of birth, the power that decides, the 
power that elects or rejects a leader,  the only power 
that makes you enjoy all the rights and privileges en-
shrined in the constitution.. It is also the power that 
has no price though we sell it the easy way for money.. 
Are we even aware of the power we have?? 

A layman’s perception.
If somebody gives you money and says, “I will work 

for you”, would you believe that?? If a candidate gives 
you money in favour of your vote and says, “I will work 
for you if elected”, would you believe that?? Nobody 
pays to work.You work only then you get paid..

We all talk about  Faith.. We all say we are Chris-
tians.. Are we still Christians during elections?? Can 
our Faith be relaxed for a month or two during NLA 
Election season??

We all go to a particular Church, we all study the 
Bible, we all educate ourselves spiritually.. Why not 
education about Election in the Church?? We all boast 
about our political knowledge.. Really, or is it just the 
Election which many of us know as Politics cos the real 
politics starts only after the election and a candidate is 
elected..

Going to the Church every Sunday and educat-
ing ourselves with the history of Israel isn’t practical 
but theoretical with regard to the modern concept.. 
We call Israel a God’s chosen nation.. But do we 
know the present day Israel also heads in the field 
of modern warfare, be it nuclear or the like.. We take 
it as a source of inspiration spiritually but I believe 
we are taking Israel of the past and not the present..  
The Middle-East, the region where our Lord Jesus 

Christ roamed as a human preaching and perform-
ing miracles is now the most conflicted region in 
the world.. It is the home to Jihads and the Jehadis 
who make wars and kill in the name of religion..  The 
Americans who came as missionaries and  brought 
Christianity to our land instead needs missionaries 
now.. Things became even worse when our con-
cept of living the American dream started within 
our land..Why not we adopt only the religion they 
brought to us and not their culture.. Late night par-
ties, fashion, lifestyle etc is modernity but also a cul-
ture that started ruining us..  It’s a modern culture 
and a way of life but is it something worth when it’s 
ruining our society??  Whose culture is it?? Ours?? We 
can be modern but as Christians, in a different way.. 
Lets give a thought..

NBCC started the Clean Election Campaign and 
it’s a very good motive and we all accept that without 
any objection or question.. Why are we putting the 
blame on NBCC, accusing them for the failure of the 
campaign when it’s we, the members of the Church, 
the members of NBCC who should put the same into 
practice.. The candidates and the voters, aren’t we all 
members of a church?? (I’m keeping aside the IBI vot-
ers in Dimapur)..

See, no candidate is a fool to spend crores of ru-
pees just to develop us, our lands. If they so want, 
that’s possible even without contesting the elections.. 
Dear parents, your children will apt you.. Dear youth, 
the younger generation will apt you.. This is a sickness 
that needs an instant cure..Is the election money that 
necessary?? Has any youth secured his future, has any 
parent secured a child’s future, has anybody built a 
home from election money, has anybody died of hun-
ger from denying election money?? See, we all will be 
back to our same old chores in a month or two after the 

elections.. The winning candidate will start neglecting 
the voters and start accumulating.. No developmental 
works will follow.. It is going to be the same situation as 
of now.. Whom shall we blame then?? The candidates 
or us, the voters?? None, because we are all part of the 
system which we call corruption.. 

Had we refrained from accepting cash, we will 
have the right and power to voice out the promises 
made prior to election. But we can’t cos together with 
the candidates, we all have eaten up the promises.. 
As usual, the cries, the mockeries, the blames etc will 
start again in social medias knowing fully we have in-
stituted such government..

Lets vote to make the candidates our servants, let’s 
make them work for us and not vice-versa.. It isn’t late 
but the right time.. Change is nothing but you and I.. 
Change won’t come unless you and I change..

Adult Franchise - the right to vote for all adults.. We 
don’t need money to exercise this right of ours.. Espe-
cially the youth, why not we vote without money and 
became decision makers instead of being in bondage 
for another 5 years?? Many achievements and changes 
can be made in 5 years only if we take the right deci-
sion and use wisely our power to vote.. The future 
doesn’t belong to our parents, it’s ours.. Let’s not de-
pend on our parents to decide our future, lets decide 
ourselves..

Someday when we look back 2018 Election, let’s 
not regret that we made the wrong decision.. The deci-
sion we make today determines our tomorrow.. 

“Clean Election Campaign can be a reality only if 
we clean our thoughts and act according to it”..

God bless us all.. Kuknalim..
Mamang Khongsai

General Secretary 
Baptist Youth Fellowship Medziphema

The mandate of the people repre-
sents the State in a democratic 
country. People are the sole de-

terminant as to how the State functions. 
Consequently, periodic elections are 
held as a tool for the people to witness 
the democratic set-up.

 At the present scenario, Nagaland 
politics has reached the zenith of cor-
ruption. The condition of our State is 
so pathetic that development lies in 
dreamland. Our attitude and under-
standing towards election and politics 
has led to all these problems. To speak 
about development in Nagaland is a 
far-cry if we go on with the present 

mindset and understanding about 
election and politics. In words and pa-
per we demand for development but 
in reality our demands does not fall 
under the criteria of ‘development’. We 
demand either for money or jobs for 
sons/daughters. This very mindset has 
hampered all kinds of development 
in our State. Critically speaking, peo-
ple demand for jobs because of fear 
of huge unemployment in our State. 
But many people fail to realise that 
employment comes along with devel-
opment. As long as a State is under-
developed, unemployment crisis will 
surely rise. It is high time to give up our 

individualistic mind and set our goals 
for the ‘common good’. As long as we 
don’t give up our personal needs which 
comes from political gains our State 
will not prosper.

 At present, the fruit of this thought 
may seems to be beyond reach but 
when contemplated it can be one of 
many ways to create a better Nagaland. 
It will be a gradual process which will 
take considerable time and lots of sac-
rifices. Nonetheless, it is not something 
beyond our reach. Remember, we didn’t 
start to walk the moment we were born. 
For a change time becomes a challenge 
and sacrifices are made.

So let’s stop demanding for money, 
jobs, political incentives, and collec-
tively demand for better road condi-
tions, electricity, opportunities which 
can be availed by every individual in the 
society. Lastly, I would like to urge the 
present (educated) generation to come 
out of this very ‘money-job’ oriented 
understanding of election and rather 
to think for the good of the community. 
Like Martin Luther King said “An indi-
vidual has not started living until he can 
rise above the narrow confines of his 
individualistic concerns to the broader 
concerns of all humanity”.

Nchumbemo N. Patton

Now that the day of polling is just a week to go, 
the Nagas are underway preparing for the elec-
tion in full swing conveniently forgetting what 

was raised against the same just a few weeks back. The 
much apprehension about the repetition of the 1998 
fiasco only gets real with the greater participation of 
the Naga people in the election process. There is no 
merit in blaming just one political party but everyone 
is blameworthy of it. The message is stark clear that 
the Nagas have failed to voice their demand effective-
ly. It is obvious from all the turmoil that there is a total 
lack of clarity in the objective of the movement among 
the people. The manifestation of the confusion cannot 
be over sighted anymore. One needs to ponder upon 
the underlying issue of the dramatic disarray that is in 
crystal display.

At the outset, there is a pertinent question as to 
why the Nagas have failed to sustain the movement 
led by the civil societies in demanding for solution 
before election. Is it because the Naga people are not 
sure with the content of the Framework Agreement 
as some would say? Or was the frenzy lure of the elec-
toral festivities too enticing? The answer is far more 
concealed than one could imagine. In fact, the issue 
at hand signifies deeper crisis that the Nagas have 
within themselves. The Nagas have failed to prioritise 
their issue as they gave in to polls to take place in Na-
galand. The Nagas have not only been trapped into 
the manipulative and divisive electoral politics which 
is a handy tool for the Government of India (GoI) to 
further disintegrate the Naga people, but the force of 
Naga unity towards materialisation of the solution at 
the earliest has also been cleverly thwarted by employ-
ing false propaganda towards the Framework Agree-
ment. The GoI has put their constitutional matters 
above the Naga issue, and made the Nagas point their 
fingers to a few for their inability in bringing the solu-

tion after long years of negotiation.
The Nagas, therefore, need to reflect on what they 

lacking themselves that have hampered them from 
having the solution which now appears more tangible 
than ever. The dire need of the Nagas at this moment 
is perhaps identifying the source and agency of the 
problem. Very often the Naga public has been juxta-
posed against the leaders in times of crucial moment 
for decision making. The inability to address issues to-
gether in a concerted manner indicates the great gap 
persisting between the public and their representa-
tives in the form of civil societies and Naga political 
groups. It is a very critical problem as the relationship 
between the leadership and representatives every so 
often turns contentious. The movement gets isolated 
either from the civil society, the Naga political groups, 
or the public. This led to the widespread loss of trust 
among the Nagas, and the direction of the movement 
becomes confounded.

These fundamental issues sought to be ad-
dressed at this juncture before things get more out 
of hand. One has to realise that the struggle has 
always been a democratic movement and it has 
to end with it. The representatives or the leaders 
need to meaningfully engage with the public and 
not only with those who are in power. The success 
of collective action will depend on aptly defining a 
situation, assessing the possibility for action, and 
most importantly reflecting public opinion which is 
often neglected till now. Until the Nagas are able to 
concretize and solidify their opinion, more similar 
consequences of being taken for a ride by the Indian 
leadership are bound to happen. 

As evident there has been lack of preparedness, 
and strategic shortcomings in carrying out the intend-
ed mass movement under the leadership of the Core 
Committee of Nagaland Tribe Hohos and Civil Organi-

sations (CCNTHCO). Nonetheless, it is imperative to 
emphasize that every Naga has its shared responsibil-
ity in the form of individual duty, because every indi-
viduals’ act contributes in determining the collective 
destiny. Failing to reinforce the solidarity imposes lim-
itation on collective action in pursuing the common 
goal. There is an equal political and moral respon-
sibility for every individual composing the group in 
addressing a common problem, and in defending the 
collective right which the Nagas seemed to have failed 
miserably in doing so. Had they been able to pursue 
their demand in a unified way, the Nagas would not 
have invalidated their own voice.

Today, in short, the Nagas have become their own 
enemy. Their own action has become the obstacle in 
their way. Their conduct indicates a lack of lucidity in 
the course of direction, which makes them vulnerable 
to the lure of false promises. While rights are being de-
nied, the Nagas are apparently willingly immersed in 
the process that further disintegrates them. It is time 
for everyone to introspect the effect of one’s conduct 
and discern whether it is helping or blocking the col-
lective movement. No doubt, the struggle such as the 
Nagas’ is a Leviathan one, but it depends greatly on 
the wisdom and correction of one’s step. Nagas cannot 
effort to be constantly defeated and continue to suc-
cumb to the divisive politics which is impeding them 
from realizing the very dream that puts this struggle 
in motion in the first place. Nagas need to be resilient, 
society must be prepared, and people must resolve to 
face come what may. After all these years of endurance 
which has brought the Nagas thus far, the vision can-
not be left to fizzle out in the inefficacious moment of 
disunity.

Chingri Vashum, LLM
Research Associate, 

Institute of Naga Studies, Dimapur

Over the centuries the 
church has known God’s 
great man, but no one 

can deny that Billy Graham was 
the greatest evangelist of the 
20th century. While the legacy 
he has left could be remem-
bered by his associations with 
great world leaders, whom he 
counselled, or by the millions 
who heard him speak, he will 
be remembered most by the 
countless number of people 
who turned their lives over to 
Jesus Christ. 

His commitment to the 
body of Christ and the work of 
the evangelist in which he de-
voted all his life, before his call 
to glory, is indeed remarkable. 
No wonder God chose him to 
be his spokesperson during 
our time and we salute him as 

a great stalwart of the Gospel 
and an inspiration for the gen-
erations to come. Billy Graham 
was a profound preacher who 
made the Gospel very simple, 
yet compelling to his hearer. 
The Baptists of Nagaland fondly 
remembers him for the Cru-
sade he conducted in Kohima 
in 1972, coinciding with the 100 
years of Christianity in Naga-
land. This mighty man of God 
has indeed made an eternal 
imprint on the lives of many 
who are in the forefront of the 
Gospel ministry today. While 
we mourn his sad demise we 
celebration his life, his ministry 
and the eternal glory he now en-
joys.  Billy Graham was loved by 
many and will be missed.

Nagaland Baptist Church 
Council

“Clean Election” Can Be a Reality

Vote for Development, Not Candidates

When Solution Before Election Turns Solution After Election

NBCC Pays Homage 
to Dr. Billy Graham
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): A change of scene 
is in store for you, Aries. It’s unclear whether 
or not this is a voluntary move, but it’s clear 
that chaos and confusion reign over the next 

few days. There is much to be done. Fortunately, your 
organizational abilities will serve you well. You don 
your general’s hat, wield your clipboard like a sword, 
and get everybody doing your bidding. The move is 
completed in record time!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): It’s possible 
that you could fear for your job today, Tau-
rus. Fortunately, those fears are unfounded. 
There is a lot of upheaval occurring at work. 

You’re best advised to steer clear of it, if you can. If you 
continue to do your job well, you’re likely to receive a 
bonus or promotion as a result of your efforts. You’ve 
earned it.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): It’s hard to deny 
the power of a chemical reaction to another 
person. You’ll likely meet someone today or 
perhaps you’ve just met someone who has 

a strong influence on you, Gemini. You can’t get this 
person out of your mind. It isn’t clear whether this is 
a one-time fling or a long-term romance. Whatever it 
turns out to be, you’re thrilled to be feeling so excited 
and alive.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): “The person 
who dies with the most toys wins” may well 
be your philosophy, Cancer. And today you 
certainly move ahead in the race as you add 

yet another technological wonder to your home. What is 
it this time? A scanner, digital camera, DVD player, or all 
of the above? It’s a small indulgence for all the hard work 
you do. If these things really give you such pleasure, then 
you deserve to have them.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today you could sit 
down at the computer for just a minute to re-
search something on the Internet and wind up 
spending most of the afternoon entranced by 

what you’re reading, Leo. You could very well stumble upon 
some information on the occult and mysticism. It’s always 
fascinated you, and now that you’ve begun learning, you 
don’t want to stop. Perhaps you could enroll in a workshop 
and mingle with others who share a similar interest.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You’ve always had 
a knack for all things financial, Virgo, but to-
day your ability is especially enhanced. You’ve 
discovered all the free investing information 

available over the Internet, and you absorb it like a 
sponge. Your natural fiscal sense enables you to sepa-
rate the nonsense from the sound investment advice. 
Your portfolio and your mood benefit immediately!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Keep your eyes 
wide open today, Libra, as you may meet the 
person of your dreams! Or you could stum-
ble, literally, upon a stack of cash. It’s likely to 

be a most unusual day, so keep your wits about you and 
your mind open to all possibilities. If an intriguing new 
business opportunity comes your way, don’t accept it 
right immediately. Take down all the information and 
review it when life has settled down somewhat.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): A change of pro-
fession may be in the stars for you, Scorpio, or 
a change of hobby at the very least. The latest 
technological advances have really captured 

your interest. Making films, in particular, gets your cre-
ative juices flowing. Perhaps it’s time to sign up for a week-
end workshop or splurge on that video camera you’ve 
been eyeing. The diversion will do you a world of good.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You’re likely to 
be feeling the tug of distant lands, Sagittarius. To-
day you could stop at the travel agent’s office, the 
one you’ve walked by countless times, and stare 

at the pictures. Thailand, Hong Kong, and New Zealand are 
just a few of the places you’d like to see. The pictures look so 
enticing. Go ahead. Plan such a trip, although it’s likely to 
be only a temporary diversion. Your wanderlust indicates a 
fundamental restlessness that must be resolved.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Change, 
even when it’s for the better, can sometimes 
be a little scary, Capricorn. You could feel 
some hesitation about taking a new job or 

upgrading your home. Nevertheless, you’re being given 
a terrific opportunity. If you don’t seize it, you’ll likely 
regret it for the rest of your life. What’s occurring is for 
the best, so stretch your arms up high and reach for 
that brass ring!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): There are plenty 
of opportunities out there, and you’re tempt-
ed to seize every one of them. Well, Aquarius, 
a bit of discrimination is in order if you’re go-

ing to make the best use of the auspicious atmosphere. 
Travel is definitely in the picture, as is continuing your 
education in some way. It could be something simple, 
such as enrolling in a cooking class at an adult education 
center. Or perhaps you’re going to fulfill a lifelong ambi-
tion and apply to business school. Good for you!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You’re likely to 
receive a windfall of some sort today. Be cau-
tious with it, Pisces. If you invest it wisely, it 
will serve you long and well. Your curiosity 

has been piqued about some rather esoteric subjects, 
perhaps the dark arts. Why not visit your local library to 
check out some books on these topics of interest?

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Why people come for counseling is 
best explained in the single word 
pain. It does not matter what the 

problem is, whether it be in terms of re-
lational breakdown, physical trauma, lack 
of confidence, anxiety, fear or phobia, the 
client perceives their personal situation 
as painful.

Understanding the problem as ‘pain’ 
cuts psychiatry associated with coun-
selling. ‘Pain’ is very simple for both the 
counsellor and the client to understand. 
If you are committed to a certain school 
of psycho-dynamic approach because of 
your professional background there may 
be a danger of seeing and approaching 
problems in a specific way and delivering 
‘set’ solutions to set problems, rather than 
dealing with your client’s actual predica-
ment.

When problems or difficulties are 
thought of as ‘pain’ for the client then we 
are more likely to individualize our ap-
proach and our efforts are directed to the 
eradication and immediate cause, rather 
than trying to fit symptoms to a pertinent 
pathology. Nor is it likely that we will be 

sidetracked to work to a specific theory 
rather than dealing with the major pre-
senting issue – pain.

Clients, too, are more likely to be frank 
and open when talking about their ‘pain’, 
rather than their ‘problem’. Pain is so-
cially acceptable because it is universal; 
whereas problems are perceived in some 
way as having been brought about by the 
individual and can present the individual 
as in some way being inadequate.

Put simply, you are effective as a coun-
sellor to the degree to which your client’s 
pain is reduced. That is, can he now man-
age himself and his situation better – ei-
ther through himself or resources which 
were not previously available? Elegant 
and ornate psycho-dynamic explanations 
of counselling are for case notes: they are 
not substitutes for effectiveness in the 
counselling relationship.

Ultimately it is the client who is in 
control of his own destiny and the out-
comes of the counselling process. One of 
the fundamentals of counselling is that 
individuals have within them all that they 
need to overcome their problems.

Who benefits from the counselling 
process? Both parties, for it actually helps 

the counsellor in a variety of ways. It is 
difficult to help another unless you know 
and understand yourself and the deeper 
that understanding of self, the more ef-
fective your counselling. Personal growth 
comes from within and through the proc-
ess of helping others. We learn so much 
from our clients.

This is why all trainees in counselling 
are themselves counselled (this is called 
being under supervision). We develop 
ourselves in and through our relationship 
with others. Thus in working with others 
we develop a deeper understanding of 
ourselves.

The skills of the counsellor spill over 
into most other areas of life. In our daily 
lives it is beneficial to be able to get in and 
out of rapport, to listen and to interpret 
the behavior of ourselves and others. This 
makes us more complete as individuals as 
well as enabling us to build deeper, more 
rewarding relationships. So being a coun-
sellor brings a cornucopia of rewards as a 
parent, friend or partner.

You will discover that you learn so 
much from your clients and in helping 
them you also help yourself to resolve 
your own difficulties and problems, for 

none of us are exempt from the growing 
pains or vicissitudes of life.

Finally, there is the status that be-
ing a counsellor brings – improving your 
standing at work and in the community at 
large, increasing your confidence, bring-
ing personal satisfaction and self-respect. 
It is wholesome to know that you are mak-
ing an active and positive contribution to 
the wellness of humankind. In a world 
which is red in tooth and claws it is a no-
ble privilege to care for another.

Counsellors must show complete 
commitment and care for their clients 
as unique individuals. This caring comes 
without any preconditions. There are 
no bargains, deals or limitations placed 
upon the client, nor are the client’s be-
havior, thoughts or feelings evaluated as 
good or bad, just accepted. The counsel-
lor approaches the client as someone who 
is entitled to feelings and to their unique 
experiences, perceptions and judgments 
without fear or losing the counsellor’s 
positive regard. Some behaviours are, of 
course, unacceptable to the counsellor 
but even in these rare circumstances his 
attitude towards the client should remain 
positive – the behavior is not acceptable 

but the person is.
One always has to remember that peo-

ple have spent a lifetime investing in their 
behavior, habits, values and beliefs and 
so it is difficult for them to give up such a 
hard-earned investment lightly – even if it 
is in their long-term interest.

Conclusion: Let us assist people to 
explore and resolve difficulties they are 
experiencing clarify conflicting issues 
and help them discover alternative ways 
of managing themselves and situations, 
so that they can decide what course of 
action or behavior is helpful to them. Es-
sentially let us help them to help them-
selves.  Those called upon immediately 
to help reduce the pain of another, such 
as that brought by bereavement, job loss, 
physical or sexual abuse, are not always 
the professionally trained counsellors but 
often the parent, friend, manager, nurse, 
doctor, policeman or cleric, any of whom 
can do much to relieve the pain of crisis 
by listening, hearing and understanding 
what the other person is experiencing at 
the particular time. Just being there for 
the person, sharing their pain, showing 
genuine care, concern and warmth can 
be immensely helpful.

T
he last reported incident of head 
hunting in Nagaland according 
to reliable sources happened in 
the 1970’s, which is not so distant 

from now.  Time has changed the old be-
liefs and practices of tribal Nagas, yet time 
has failed to change and develop Naga 
people’s mentality on how to learn to avoid 
applying certain attribute of old practices 
in this highly modernized and fast devel-
oped world.

Today tribal Nagas are practicing new 
kind of head hunting in the form of ‘vote 
hunting’ which has almost the same im-
pact created by past headhunting practic-
es like in terms of extreme poverty in the 
lives of majority of common Naga people. 
The result of headhunting is quick death 
but the result of vote hunting is a long and 
slow painful death and life full of poverty 
and miseries for common people. Tragic as 
it is, common people i.e. the public con-
tinuous to sell their votes to the highest 
bidder, good but poorer candidates are ig-
nored by the public. Supports and respect 
scale high according to the wealth status of 
the candidate not the integrity and convic-
tion of the poorer candidate. In most cases 
candidates with no money or vast wealth 
are mocked by public from behind. Height 
of ignorance has no limit with Naga public. 

Vote hunting practices were adopted and 
perfected by Nagas since the imposition of 
Indian Electoral system in their lands and in 
the absence of powerful and impartial au-
thority to check the behaviour of the people 
in practicing the new alien system. 

When elections are meant to be a 
peaceful democratic process to facilitate 
smooth transfer of power from the incum-
bent government to the newly elected gov-
ernment to be headed by winning political 
party in the election for a specific tenure 
of five years. Democracy loving Nagas 
has neither intelligence nor conviction to 
participate peacefully in democratic elec-
toral process; which is believed to be the 
best ever way designed to choose a ruler 
as government under absolute monarchy 
or dictatorship gave no room for the citi-
zens of a state to choose their own repre-
sentative, democratic form of government  
after all is a replacement  to an absolute 
monarchy and democratic ideals are best 
put into practice by an enlightened society 

who has long suffered under a bad govern-
ance of an absolute monarchy for exam-
ple the European societies and American 
society. Here in Nagaland, Nagas try to 
practice democratic ideals under the hid-
den mask of negative individualism, clan/
khel, village and individual tribe basis fur-
ther adding the practices of accumulating 
unaccountable wealth in virtue of the hard 
earned privilege of being a member of 60 
member house of NLA, the very reason Na-
galand state and its election system is cor-
rupted in the first place.

Chief proponent of democratic ideals 
among the Naga society first need to shed 
its clan cum tribal colour in order to put 
democratic ideals into practice otherwise 
there is no other alternative but to witness 
the present disturbing trend of self styled 
Naga form of democracy for the ages to 
come. Scholars after scholars have main-
tained that democracy ideals succeed 
only when the whole population are well 
aware and well educated while the bulk of 
Nagaland state populace have attain only 
college degrees and not well educated nor 
well aware  in true sense to  facilitate the 
success of democratic ideas in Nagaland. 

The other disturbing reality is that de-
mocracy succeeds only when people  start 
to take responsibility for one’s thoughts 
and actions  while such case of taking re-
sponsibility for one thoughts and action 
will not be happening soon with the peo-
ple of Nagaland for too many reasons. If 
people had started taking responsibility 
this 2018 election will not be a repeat of the 
past elections. So far the worst is happen-
ing right now.

In terms of high literacy rate of Naga-
land, any person can assume that Naga-
land is composed of educated people or say 
educated society but the truth is quite the 
opposite. Its citizens have earned school/
college/universities degrees yet it only re-
mains a certificates of certain qualification 
degree. Educational institutions have nei-
ther produced an ideal democratic citizens 
instead young student populace indulge 
more on unhealthy tribal related activity 
in and outside of  educational institutions.  
In day to day life, degrees certificates have 
not made Naga society a progressive soci-
ety. Only a few percentage of people have 
openly declared that they will not be tak-
ing any money during this election such 
number of person may not even reach few 
thousands out of eleven lakhs plus voters. 

Tragic as it is.
In terms of number of Church build-

ing in Nagaland, any person from outside 
Nagaland can assume that the people will 
be God fearing, deeply righteous, peaceful 
by nature and straightforward, yet the real-
ity paints the opposite picture. The people 
are still deadly violent, by now almost all 
the populace from different background 
in Nagaland are expert double crossers 
cum liars, words and actions always differ, 
its people even signed the clean election 
pledge to mock themselves and the church 
apex body, rethinking the signing of pledge, 
it’s like Naga political parties composed of 
Naga people after signing an agreement 
with God failed to implement the terms and 
conditions of the agreement, violating the 
pledge (word of honour) even before the 
ink dried up. Naga people are quick to use 
God’s name in vain and till today they have 
no second thought about using God’s name 
in vain, the main reason why Nagaland is in 
mess. Clean election will become reality in 
Nagaland only when majority of Naga pop-
ulace starts to understand the true spirit of 
democracy for democratic ideals cannot be 
practiced along clan and tribal lines which 
Nagas have been doing from day one.     

Till date, Naga people mind by nature 
are seasonal and function according to its 
season, climate expert can predict the next 
day weather where weather reports tally in 
most cases with earlier day reports. Naga 
people like seasonal weather function sea-
sonally, now we have come to election sea-
son, where no other activity/agendas can 
sway the people away from it. 

During last election season, State and 
National media houses reported more 
than 83% voter turnout in Nagaland As-
sembly Election where National media ap-
peared convinced that Nagas are fully in-
tegrated with the union of India and likely 
to give up or support Naga National move-
ment agendas, when in reality, the media 
failed to notice that Nagaland general pub-
lic vote in the election only because they 
had a profit which is the money/material 
gifts distributed freely by the contested 
candidates.  Majority of Nagas first identity 
is their unquestionable tribe identity, vot-
ing as responsible Indian citizen is out of 
question in ground reality. 

The very reasons, once election season 
passed, new season will arrive making the 
people engage in activities and agendas as 
the season prescribed for. 

Why People Come For Counselling

Protective Thinking
Nagas from Head Hunting to Vote Hunting: Part I

…” Watch out! Be on your guard 
against all kinds of greed. A 
man’s life does not consist on 
the abundance of his possessi
ons.                                                                                                   

Luke 12:15

The first two words of this sacred 
verse should be considered as 
a warning because it is actu-

ally a warning and our failure to give 
heed to it may result in judgment. If 
we watch not where we go, we may 
trip and fall into the drain. When we 
fall into the drain we may stink be-
cause of the filth but be warned that 
if we fall into the lake of fire, we will 
not only stink but we will be eaten by 
worms, and the worms will not die 
and neither will the sinners. After the 
day of the judgment. Sinners will ex-
perience a new beginning of eternal 
torment. The place of eternal tor-
ment refereed to here is hell, which 
is reserved for satan and all the lovers 
of sin. We seem to care more for our 
success than for the well being of our 
loved ones.  The reason we are spiritu-
ally corrupted is because we are not 
rich towards God. It will be a tragedy 
to win all the riches of the world and 
yet forfeit our soul. 

To become rich at the expense  of 
the poor becomes the philosophy of 
many fools. The material wealth we 
possess are all temporal and so is our 
life. The scripture says “ Do not love 
the world or anything in the world. If 
anyone loves the world the love of the 
father is not in him. For everything in 
the world- the cravings of sinful man, 
the lust of his eyes and the boasting 
of what he has and does- comes not 
from the Father but from the world. 
The world and its desires will pass 
away but the man who does the will 
of God lives forever  ( 1st John 2:15-
17 ). As long as our eyes are focused 
on the temporal, our lives may also 
perish with it. The desires, the pas-
sion and the appetite for destruction 
adorns the lives of the wicked. The big 
houses we own and the luxury cars 
we possess will not be buried with us 
but they will be destroyed with time 
as the world ends. It is not a sin to be 
rich but it is a sin to be enslaved by 
it. The parable of the rich fool had 
been an eye opener for me because it 
made me know the things which I had 
never known before and made me see 
things which I had never seen before. 

Regarding the parable the scripture 
records “The ground of a certain 
rich man produced a good crop. He 
thought to himself,, ‘ what shall I do I 
have no place to store my crops. Then 
he said, this is what I will do. I will tear 
down my barns and build bigger ones, 
and there I will store all my grains and 
my goods. And I will say to myself,” 
You have plenty of good things aid 
up for many years. Take life easy; eat, 
drink and be merry.  “ But God said to 
him, ‘ You fool! This very night your 
life will be demanded from you. Then 
who will get what you have prepared 
for yourself? This is how it will be with 
any one who stores up things for him-
self but is not rich towards God ( Luke 
12:16-21 ).

This tragedy can befall anyone 
and I pray none of my readers will 
share in the sins of this rich man. The 
Word makes it clear that if we have 
friendship with the world we become 
what satan is.  Riches and wealth are 
also gift from God and He desires the 
Rich men and women to contribute 
generously for His cause by helping 
churches, ministries and the poor 
alike. In our natural self we have a 
tendency to enjoy life and to delight 
in the acts of wickedness.  In wicked-
ness we had lived and if we die in sin 
we shall go to the place where sinners 
go. The need of the hour is that ever 
rich men and women should start 
accepting Christ that their eternal 
destiny with Christ can be secured. N 
one should boast of what he has, for 
when we die we get laid in a six feet 
coffin and get buried six feet below 
the ground. We have the choice to 
either live for Christ or be destroyed 
with satan. The writer of Hebrews 
states “ Just as man is destined to die 
once and after that to face judgment 
so Christ was sacrificed to take away 
the sins of many people; and he will 
appear a second time, not to bear sin 
but to bring salvation to those who 
are waiting for him ( Hebrews 9:27-28 
). Now is the day of salvation and any-
one who accepts Christ now will be 
inducted into the Church of Christ. 
When Christ returns only the ones 
who has the mark of salvation will be 
saved and the rest shall be cast into 
the lake of fire.  Invest not your wealth 
for yourselves but invest it for Christ. 
The moment you accept this mes-
sage, you will be one step closer to 
the gate of salvation. The Lord grieves 
over you. Live by the Spirit. Accept the 
truth and be saved.

Sins of the Rich Man



NEWS IN BRIEF
Soldier injured in J&K gunfight 
Srinagar, Feb. 22 (IANS): A soldier was injured on 
Thursday in an ongoing gunfight between militants 
and the security forces in Jammu and Kashmir’s Ban-
dipora district, police said. “The injured soldier has 
been hospitalised. The gunfight is going on in Paribal 
village,” the police added. As soon as the security forces 
cordoned off the village in Hajin area following infor-
mation about the presence of the militants, they were 
fired at, triggering the fighting. According to reports, 
the village youth have resorted to stone-pelting.

54-year old man dies in police 
custody; two cops suspended 
New Delhi, Feb. 22 (PTI): A 54-year-old man today 
died under mysterious conditions allegedly in police 
custody here, following which a sub-inspector and a 
constable were suspended, a senior official said. Dalbir 
Singh was arrested yesterday in connection with a case 
of cheating registered at Naraina police station in West 
Delhi, Deputy Commissioner of Police (DCP), West, 
Vijay Kumar, said. He was found injured today and was 
later declared brought dead at the DDU hospital, he 
said. The DCP said that a public grievance inquiry by 
the district vigilance department has been initiated to 
ascertain the circumstances of death. Singh was today 
produced in the Patiala House Court that sent him to 
one-day police custody in connection with the case. 

Farmers protest arrest of leaders 
Sikar/Jaipur, Feb. 22 (PTI): Farmers in Rajasthan to-
day held protests across Jaipur and Sikar against the 
arrest of their leaders Amra Ram and Pema Ram. The 
agitation comes a day before the ‘Mahapadav’ protest 
called by the All India Kisan Sabha (AIKS). It would be 
held outside the Rajasthan Assembly tomorrow. Mar-
kets remained closed in Sikar as traders supported the 
shut down call of the AIKS. However, essential services 
remained unaffected. They also brunt an effigy of Chief 
Minister Vasundhara Raje. Elaborate security meas-
ures were put in place by the administration to thwart 
any untoward incidents. In Jaipur, CPI(M) leaders 
gave a memorandum to the chief minister against the 
arrest of farmer leaders, alleging that the government 
was suppressing the voice of farmers and was not im-
plementing the last year agreement on loan waivers. 
They demanded the release of the leaders Amra and 
Pema, who are also former MLAs, and that their cases 
be revoked. The Mahapadav has been called called to 
protest against the arrests and the loan waiver issue, 
joint secretary, AIKS, Sanjay Madhav said.

Fire at Innovative Film City near 
Bengaluru
Bengaluru, Feb. 22 (IANS): A major fire broke out on 
Thursday at the Innovative Film City in Bidadi, about 
40 km from here, which gutted the sets of reality 
show “Bigg Boss Kannada” and melted down a wax 
museum, police said. The fire service personnel have 
doused the blaze. There were no casualties in the in-
cident, Sub-Inspector A.V. Kumar told IANS. “The fire 
is suspected to have broken out at about 3 a.m., and 
has completely burned down the ‘Bigg Boss Kannada’ 
set and a wax museum,” Kumar said. The cause of the 
fire was under investigation, he said. Goods worth few 
lakhs of rupees, were estimated to have been destroyed 
in the fire. Innovative Film City, situated in Ramana-
gara district, is an entertainment park and film studio 
that houses several reality television shows’ sets and 
museums.

JKNPP holds anti-govt protests 
over Rohingya issue
Jammu, Feb.  22 (PTI): The J&K National Panthers 
Party (JKNPP) today held protests against the state 
government saying it had failed to deport Rohingyas 
and Bangladeshis from Jammu despite brewing pub-
lic outrage, and demanded their immediate “repa-
triation”. Activists led by JKNPP chairman Harsh Dev 
Singh staged a protest at the exhibition ground here 
and burnt an effigy of the coalition government. The 
protesters accused the BJP-PDP combine of disregard-
ing the public sentiment with regard to the eviction 
of “illegally settled foreign immigrants” from Jammu. 
Singh said if the Rohingyas were settled in Jammu dur-
ing the Congress rule but the BJP had provided them 
all amenities and facilitated their stay in and around 
the winter capital. Hitting out at the state government, 
the JKNPP chairman said the much hyped group of 
four BJP cabinet ministers tasked to identify unlawful 
immigrants had only colluded with them and facili-
tated their settlement in Jammu.
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UP defence corridor: No point 
in blind imports, says Nirmala

BJP’s ‘Acche Din’ means snatching people’s 
money, defrauding banks  — Mamata

2007 riot case: Allahabad HC refuses plea against UP CMCBI arrests Rotomac firm 
owner Vikram Kothari, son

No valid reason to extend 
emergency — India to Maldives 

India may send commandos to guard its embassy in Iraq

HC rejects plea alleging 
glorification of Sati in ‘Padmaavat’ 

Saffron should not spread 
all over tricolour — Kamal

PTI

Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman with UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and Industrial Development 
Minister Satish Mahana attends the UP Investors Summit 2018 at Indira Gandhi Pratishthan in Lucknow 
on Thursday.

Mamta Banerjee

Yogi Adityanath

Lucknow, Feb. 22 (PTI): 
Pitching for developing 
local defence production, 
Union Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman today said the 
country has been “blindly 
buying” from abroad in-
stead of using its own facili-
ties which can help reduce 
the import bill.

India is the world’s third 
largest buyer of arms and 
equipment but in the ab-
sence of a good plan to 
reduce imports through 
local production, 13 arma-
ment factories are in “this 
state of affairs”, the defence 
minister said while stress-
ing the need for reviving 
these units.

She made these com-
ments a day after Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
announced the setting up 
of a Defence Industrial 
Corridor in Uttar Pradesh.

“Instead of using our 
own production facilities, 
we are blindly buying from 
abroad. Prime Minister is 
of the view...mobilise and 
activate these units, and 

link the private sector with 
them, so that there is a re-
duction in the import bill,” 
she said.

Addressing the plenary 
session on the second day 

of the Investors Summit 
2018, she said the Corridor 
is proposed in a stretch 
through Aligarh, Agra, 
Jhansi, Chitrakoot and it 
also includes Kanpur and 

Lucknow. It will leverage 
the existing ordnance fac-
tories and state-owned 
defence establishments in 
UP, she added.

Sitharaman said Bun-

delkhand will benefit from 
the six-lane highway which 
the UP government has 
proposed to build up from 
Chitrakoot to Jhansi and 
will provide necessary in-
frastructural support for 
investment units in India.

The initiatives of the 
Ministry of Defence to pro-
mote industry investment 
in Defence Production will 
also provide impetus to the 
Corridor, she said.

The minister added 
that the MoD will, apart 
from taking steps to pro-
mote private investment, 
set up infrastructure for 
blast testing of arms and 
ammunition in the pro-
posed Corridor.

Sitharaman also stat-
ed that low cost of land 
and low wage rate with 
adequate supply of man-
power will be an attraction 
of the UP Defence Indus-
trial Corridor. It will serve 
as an engine for economic 
development and growth 
of regions of UP, especially 
Bundelkhand region.

Kolkata, Feb. 22 (IANS): 
Slamming the reduction in 
the Employees’ Provident 
Fund (EPF) interest rate, 
West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamasta Banerjee on 
Thursday accused the BJP-
led Central government of 
snatching away people’s 
money and defrauding 
banks in the name of ‘Ac-
che Din’ (good days) .

“BJP’s ‘acche Din’ 
means snatching away 
people’s money, extorting 
money from the banks 
and make everyone pen-
niless. Even yesterday, the 
EPF interest rate has been 
reduced by one percent. 
Before the BJP came to 

power the interest rate was 
8.8 percent... it has dipped 
to 8.5 percent in the last 
few years,” Banerjee said at 
a public meeting in North 
Dinajpur district’s Hemat-
pur.

Referring to the Rs 
11,300 crore Punjab Na-
tional Bank (PNB) scam, 
she claimed the Central 
government tries to neu-
tralise such massive mon-
ey frauds by taking away 
money from the common 
people.

“Whenever there is a 
massive fraud, they (cen-
tre) try to balance it by 
taking money out of the 
common man’s pocket. 

Lucknow, Feb. 22 (IANS): 
In a big relief to Yogi Adity-
anath, the Allahabad High 
Court on Thursday refused 
to admit a plea for a CBI 
probe to prosecute the Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister 
in a 2007 riot case that had 
left one person dead.

Adityanath, along with 
the then Gorakhpur Mayor 
Anju Chowdhary and leg-
islator Radha Mohan Agar-
wal, was accused of inciting 
a mob to riot in the over a 
decade old case. 

A bench of Justice 
Krishna Murari and Justice 
A.C. Sharma hearing the 
petition filed by Parvez 
Parwaz ruled that no case 
would be reopened against 
them.  The bench had re-
served its decision on the 
petition on December 18, 
2017, and pronounced it 
on Thursday. 

The petitioner had 
challenged the order of the 

New Delhi, Feb. 22 (IANS) 
:The CBI on Thursday 
arrested Rotomac pen 
company owner Vikram 
Kothari and his son Rahul 
on charges of cheating a 
consortium of banks of 
Rs 3,695 crore (including 
interest) by siphoning off 
loans sanctioned to his 
company for procure-
ment of wheat and other 
goods for export.

The agency arrested 
the two after day-long 
questioning at the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) headquarters 
in south Delhi’s Lodi Road 
area. 

It was the Kotharis’ 
questioning for the fourth 
consecutive day since the 
CBI filed the case against 
him and his family, and 
raided their residential 

and office premises in Ut-
tar Pradesh’s Kanpur.

The agency filed the 
FIR on Sunday night af-
ter getting a complaint 
against Kothari, his wife 
Sadhana and son Rahul, 
from the Bank of Baroda. 
Kothari is the Chairman 
and Managing Director 
of Rotomac while his wife 
and son are Directors.

Ko t h a r i  h a d  o b -
tained Rs 2,919 crore 
from Bank of India (Rs 
754.77 crore), Bank of 
Baroda (Rs 456.63 crore), 
Indian Overseas Bank 
(Rs 771.07 crore), Union 
Bank of India (Rs 458.95 
crore), Allahabad Bank 
(Rs 330.68 crore), Bank 
of Maharashtra (Rs 49.82 
crore) and Oriental Bank 
of Commerce (Rs 97.47 
crore), the FIR said. 

New Delhi, Feb. 22 (PTI): 
Persisting with its displeas-
ure over the extension of 
emergency in the Mal-
dives, India said today it 
does not see a valid reason 
for the Maldivian parlia-
ment to do so and main-
tained that it continues to 
watch the situation in the 
island nation.

Yesterday, India had 
expressed “deep dismay” 
over the Maldivian parlia-
ment accepting President 
Abdulla Yameen’s recom-
mendation to extend the 
state of emergency by an-
other 30 days in a manner 
New Delhi dubbed as a 
“matter of concern”.

We do not see any valid 

reason for doing so. We, of 
course, continue to watch 
the situation and would 
continue to urge the gov-
ernment of Maldives to 
release political prisoners, 
release the chief justice, 
implement the Supreme 
Court order and restore 
the normal functions of the 
institutions of democracy, 
external affairs ministry 
spokesperson Raveesh Ku-
mar said.

Kumar said that India s 
sincere desire is to see that 
democracy in the Maldives 
is restored and the situa-
tion resumes to normal. 
This is also the desire of 
the people of Maldives, he 
added.

New Delhi, Feb. 22 (PTI): Paramilitary 
commandos may soon be deployed 
to guard the Indian Embassy and 
diplomatic staff in war-ravaged Iraq, 
following threats from the banned 
Islamic State (ISIS) terror group, of-
ficials said.

An in-principle approval for the 
deployment of an armed squad at the 
complex located in the Al Mansour 
area of the Iraqi capital of Baghdad 
has been accorded by the Union 
ministries of home and external af-
fairs, they said.

The Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) has been tasked to provide its 
best combat personnel for the job.

They said that the commandos 
will have a specific task of securing 
the Embassy, its diplomatic staff and 
their families against terror threats.

“Given the constant threat of the 
ISIS terror group in Iraq, it was being 
discussed for a long time that the 
Indian Embassy there should have a 

professional security cover,” a senior 
official privy to the development said.

“The effort to send the paramili-
tary commandos is a move in that 
direction. However, the final approval 
for stationing the squad in Baghdad is 
yet to be given by the government,” 
the official said.

While there has be no targeted hit 
at the Indian mission in Baghdad, the 
city has witnessed suicide attacks and 
bombings by the ISIS terrorists.

The proposed contingent would 
not only guard the Embassy complex, 
but also provide a proximate security 
cover to senior diplomats and staffers 
every time they move out of the facil-
ity, he said.

Once cleared, the proposed con-
tingent will be about 45-50 person-
nel strong and headed by a deputy 
commandant (DC) rank officer of 
the CRPF.

The commandos, who are highly 
motivated, having done a stint in the 

anti-Naxal operations, the forces’ elite 
commando squad for jungle warfare 
CoBRA and who have been the “best 
performers” will be part of the pro-
posed contingent, the official said.

The personnel will have to be 
adept in handling improvised explo-
sive devices (IEDs) and in conduct-
ing special operations and hostage 
rescue tasks, it said.

This will be the first such overseas 
task for the about 3-lakh personnel 
strong paramilitary force. While the 
Indian Embassy in Afghanistan is 
guarded by the Indo Tibetan Border 
Police (ITBP), those in Nepal and 
Colombo have the Central Indus-
trial Security Force (CISF) and Bor-
der Security Force (BF) contingents 
respectively.

The Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) is the country’s largest para-
military and is primarily designated 
as the lead internal security and anti-
Maoist operations conducting force.

New Delhi, Feb. 22 (PTI): The 
Delhi High Court today rejected 
a plea seeking penal action 
against the producers and di-
rector of Bollywood movie ‘Pad-
maavat’ for alleged glorification 
of the practice of ‘sati’.

A bench of Acting Chief Jus-
tice Gita Mittal and Justice C 
Hari Shankar dismissed the plea 
saying the petitioner should 
have approached the Central 
Board of Film Certification 
(CBFC) at an appropriate time.

“The film stands released 
without any complaints and it 
is already in public domain. If 
the petitioner was having any 
complaint with regard to the 
issue raised in his writ petition, 
he should have made complaint 
before the CBFC at an appropri-
ate time. We find no merit in 
the petition. The same is dis-
missed.” the court said.

A PIL by social activist Swa-
mi Agnivesh had sought dele-
tion of the scenes that depict 
the practice of ‘sati’. ‘Sati’ is an 
obsolete funeral custom where 

a widow immolates herself on 
her husband’s pyre and the law 
prohibits it.

The court had earlier ob-
served that according to one of 
the disclaimers in the film, it is 
a work of fiction and therefore, 
it does not show any intention 
or animus on the part of the 
producers or director, Sanjay 
Leela Bhansali, to propagate the 
practice.

Central government stand-
ing counsel Manish Mohan, 
who appeared for the Ministry 
of Information and Broadcast-
ing and the censor board, had 
opposed the plea, saying the 
movie was certified for public 
viewing after considering all the 
aspects.

The court had said that in 
the present day and age, it was 
“hesitant to accept” the peti-
tioner’s claim that someone 
would follow such a practice 
just by seeing the movie.

The high court on January 25 
had rejected a Rajasthan-based 
group’s plea seeking quashing of 

the certification granted to the 
film, saying the Supreme Court 
had permitted its release.

It is based on the saga of a 
historic battle of 13th century 
between Maharaja Ratan Singh 
and his army of Mewar and 
Sultan Alauddin Khilji of Delhi.

The impending release of 
the movie had led to several 
incidents of vandalism, includ-
ing an attack on a school bus 
in Gurugram and torching of 
a Haryana Roadways bus on 
January 24.

The set of the movie was 
vandalised twice -- in Jaipur 
and Kolhapur, while its direc-
tor Bhansali was roughed up 
by members of the Karni Sena 
last year.

The apex court had paved 
the way for nationwide release 
of the movie by staying the 
ban on its screening in Gujarat 
and Rajasthan. It had also re-
strained other states from is-
suing any such notification or 
order banning the screening of 
the film.

Chennai, Feb. 22 (IANS): Actor-
turned-politician Kamal Haasan 
has said that saffron has its place 
in the national flag but it should 
not spread all over it, in a remark 
interpreted as an attack on the 
BJP and Hindutva forces.

“Even the Indian national 
flag has saffron. But it (the col-
our) should not spread all over 
the flag is what I am saying,” 
said Kamal, President of newly-
formed political party Makkal 
Needhi Maiam.

In his latest column in a Tamil 
weekly magazine Ananda Vika-
tan, Kamal said he has not in-
sulted the saffron band on the 
tricolour -- which signifies cour-
age and sacrifice.

Citing national leaders who 
fought for freedom, he said they 
had differed with each other 
but stood united to fight for the 
same goal, adding that this lesson 
should not be lost.

He said for the success of 
Indian democracy, one cannot 
forget the contributions of B.R. 
Ambedkar and Alladi Krishnas-
wamy Iyer in drafting our Con-

stitution.
On the core political philoso-

phy, Kamal said he does not want 
to be tied down to the narrow 
confines of any single ‘ism’.

“All ‘isms’ are for social re-
form. And it cannot be said all 
have succeeded. It cannot be 
agreed that a book written in 
some corner of the world will suit 
the whole world,” Kamal said.

Kamal also said he met fellow 
actor Rajinikanth secretly near 
here -- at the latter’s “Kaala” mov-
ie shoot -- and told him about his 
plans to float the party.

Kamal said both agreed to 
maintain dignity in their politi-
cal career and not indulge in the 
usual acrimonial politics.

On meeting DMK President 
M. Karunanidhi, Kamal said the 
veteran leader is his Tamil Guru 
and “he wished me good in my 
political journey with a smile”.

Kamal who also met DMDK 
leader A. Vijayakant, another 
Tamil movie hero turned politi-
cian, said he has not changed 
and continues to be the same 
old ‘Viji’.

state government refus-
ing to proceed against the 
Chief Minister. 

Mohammad Asad Ha-
yat and Parvez, in 2008 had 
filed petitions seeking a 
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation probe into the riots 
that left one dead. 

Additional Advocate 

General Manish Goel told 
the court that there was 
no ground on which the 
prosecution of Adityanath 
could be sought.

The petitioner, how-
ever, contended that Adity-
anath had incited the mob 
into rioting in 2007 after 
which he was arrested and 

kept in custody for 11 days. 
A case under several 

sections of the Indian Pe-
nal Code had been slapped 
on the then Lok Sabha 
member from Gorakhpur. 

The case was probed 
by the CB-CID of the state 
police and in 2013 inferred 
that the voice samples 
from the speech in ques-
tion were indeed of Yogi 
Adityanath.  The agency 
had filed the charge sheet 
but the then Akhilesh Ya-
dav government had not 
given the go ahead to pros-
ecute Adityanath then.

The CB-CID in its af-
fidavit in 2017 had said that 
since the case included 
sections 153 and 295 of the 
IPC, a green signal from the 
state government to frame 
charges was a must. 

When the Bharatiya 
Janata Party rode to power 
in March 2017, it denied 
permission.

Imagine how much money 
they are taking away from 
every individual by reduc-
ing the interest by one per-
cent,” she said.

The Trinamool Con-
gress supremo said while 
the interest rates on vari-
ous schemes have been 
drastically reduced, while 
people are also skeptical 
about their savings in the 
banks due to the proposed 
Financial Resolution and 
Deposit Insurance (FRDI) 
Bill.

“They are reducing the 
interest in Provident Fund 
in the name of increasing 
the daily allowance of the 
employees. The savings 
rates have also been re-
duced. Moreover, people 
are not sure if they would 
get back their money kept 
in the banks,” Banerjee 
said. 

Banerjee further ac-
cused the centre’s ruling 
party of trying divide peo-
ple along communal lines 
all over the country before 
elections and snatching 
away money from banks 
and people’s pockets after 
the elections are over
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Donald Trump

Mark Rutte

Trump endorses guns for teachers 
to prevent school shootings 

Sharif alleges efforts to ‘oust’ 
him from politics for life 

‘Britain needs to offer more clarity about Brexit plans’Bangladesh HC to hear Zia’ 
s bail petition on Sunday

Explosive device thrown into US embassy compound in Montenegro

Three Libyan soldiers 
killed in suicide attack

Meryl Streep slams Weinstein for naming her in lawsuit

Copyright lawsuit filed against ‘The Shape of Water’ makers

Washington, Feb. 22 
(IANS): US President Don-
ald Trump has floated a 
proposal to arm teachers 
that could help prevent 
massacres such as last 
week’s mass shooting at 
a Florida high school that 
claimed 17 lives.

Speaking at the White 
House on Wednesday to 
students, parents and 
family members affected 
by the massacre and other 
mass shootings in the past, 
Trump also pledged to 
be “very strong on back-
ground checks” and put a 
“very strong emphasis” on 
mental health. 

Nineteen-year-old 
Nikolas Cruz armed with 
an assault rifle killed 
17 students and teach-
ers at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in 
Parkland on February 
14, reigniting the debate 
about gun control in the 
US.

The White House event 
brought Trump face-to-

face with students and 
parents who have de-
manded action on gun 
violence. The President’s 
idea was met with support 
from many of the attend-
ees, CNN reported.

“If you had a teacher 
who was adept with the 
firearm, they could end 
the attack very quickly,” he 
said, stating that schools 
could arm up to 20 per 
cent of their teachers to 
stop “maniacs” who may 

try and attack them.
“This would be obvi-

ously only for people who 
were very adept at han-
dling a gun, and it would 
be, it’s called concealed 
carry, where a teacher 
would have a concealed 
gun on them. They’d go 
for special training and 
they would be there and 
you would no longer have 
a gun-free zone,” Trump 
said. 

Acknowledging that 

the idea was controver-
sial, Trump said that his 
administration would give 
it serious study. The Presi-
dent also called for more 
mental institutions and 
hospitals in addition to the 
idea of arming teachers.

Fred Abt, father of 
Parkland shooting survi-
vor Carson Abt, said he 
had discussed with Educa-
tion Secretary Betsy DeVos 
that rather than waiting for 
first responders to arrive, 
it would be more efficient 
to have firearms locked on 
school campuses.

Andrew Pollack, a 
father of one of the 17 
victims who died in the 
Florida shooting, said he 
was speaking because his 
daughter couldn’t. “We 
as a country failed our 
children... This shouldn’t 
happen.”

Mark Barden, whose 
son was killed in the 2012 
shooting at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School in 
Connecticut, said more 

guns was not the answer.
“Schoolteachers have 

more than enough respon-
sibilities... than to have the 
awesome responsibility of 
lethal force to take a life,” 
he said.

The President -- who 
was elected with the sup-
port of the National Rifle 
Association -- has so far 
expressed support for reg-
ulating bump-fire stocks, 
which make it easier to fire 
rounds more quickly, and 
strengthening background 
checks for gun purchases.

Meanwhile, in Florida, 
survivors of the shoot-
ing poured into the state 
capital to demand law-
makers restrict sales of 
assault rifles. It was the 
first organised protest of 
the youth-led anti-gun 
movement that has swept 
the US since the school 
attack.

Other students in 
Chicago, Pittsburgh and 
Phoenix walked out of 
classes in solidarity.

Islamabad, Feb. 22 (PTI): 
Pakistan’s deposed pre-
mier Nawaz Sharif today 
alleged that efforts were 
being made to “oust” him 
from politics for life, a day 
after he was disqualified 
by the Supreme Court from 
leading his party.

Sharif spoke to the me-
dia after appearing before 
the accountability court 
in Islamabad where he 
is being tried for alleged 
corruption in the Panama 
Papers case.

“This decision (dis-
qualification from leading 
a party) is not unexpected 
for me. First, they para-
lysed the executive and 
yesterday they snatched 
the powers of parliament,” 
he said.

He did not specify who 
he meant by “they” but 
apparently it was a refer-
ence to the judges of the 
top court.

Sharif, 68, was disquali-
fied as prime minister by 
the apex court in July last 
year under Article 62 for 
failing to declare a receiv-

able salary as an asset.
He said yesterday’s de-

cision was a continuation 
of the apex court verdict 
of July 28 when he was 
sacked as prime minister, 
and added that “delibera-
tions were being made to 
oust him from politics for 
life”.

He criticised the deci-
sion of the court which 
said the Election Act 2017 
was “person-specific” to 
facilitate Sharif to lead 
his party, adding that “de-
cisions of the Supreme 
Court are Nawaz Sharif-
specific”.

“These decisions are 
being given in anger and 
smack of vengeance,” he 
said.

Sharif appeared in 
court accompanied by 
daughter Maryam and 
son-in-law Mohammad 
Safdar, who are co-accused 
in one of the three cases.

It was his 18th appear-
ance in the court.

The court reserved 
judgment on objections 
by Sharif about supple-

mentary references by the 
National Accountability 
Bureau (NAB) and post-
poned the hearing until 
this afternoon.

It also decided to record 
statements of two UK-
based witnesses via video 
link.

Later, Sharif consulted 
his party leaders during a 
high-level meeting about 
the implications of the de-
cision and appointing a 
new president of the PML-
N.

Some party leaders 
favour Yaqoob Nasir or 
Raja Zafarul Haq as interim 
president before settling 
on a permanent choice, 
according to sources.

Sharif later on took 
over leadership of party 
after Election Law 2017 
removed the disqualifica-
tion bar to become head of 
a political party.

Prime Minister Shahid 
Khaqan Abbasi said the 
PML-N had faced a “worse 
time than the existing one 
and will overcome all dif-
ficulties”.

London, Feb. 22 (IANS): 
Dutch Prime Minister 
Mark Rutte has urged the 
British government to act 
swiftly to “offer more clar-
ity” about its plans for Brex-
it, saying that “the clock is 
ticking”.

The Prime Minister, 
tweeting after his talks 
with British Prime Minister 
Theresa May at 10 Down-
ing Street, called for swift 
action from London over 
its Brexit plans, Xinhua 
news agency reported.

“So the British govern-
ment really needs to offer 
more clarity about where it 
wants to go,” Rutte said on 
Wednesday.

“The clock is ticking, 
and we need to move fast,” 
the Prime Minister said. “I 
sincerely hope that we’ll 
succeed in reaching agree-
ments that are good for 
us all.”

Meanwhile, the spokes-
person for May said in a 

Tripoli, Feb. 22 (IANS): Three sol-
diers of Libya’s eastern-based army 
were killed on Wednesday in a 
suicide attack on a military check-
point in the city of Jufra, according 
to military and medical sources.

“According to preliminary 
information, a suicide bomber 
driving a car attacked a military 
checkpoint at the western entrance 
of Jufra,” an official of the army’s 
operations chamber of Jufra told 
Xinhua. The attack occurred at 9.20 
a.m. local time, the military source 
said on condition of anonym-
ity, adding that the explosion de-
stroyed the checkpoint completely, 
including a number of vehicles.

The Islamic State is suspected 
of being behind the attack, as their 
remnants are based between Jufra 
and Sirte, a city some 450 km east 
of Tripoli, according to the official.

Mohamed Arabi, an officer of 
the emergency department of Ju-
fra’s Al-Afia hospital, said the hospi-
tal received three bodies and three 
wounded, who are all soldiers.

Dhaka, Feb. 22 (PTI): 
Bangladesh’s High Court 
today accepted petitions 
by imprisoned former 
premier and main op-
position BNP chief Kha-
leda Zia seeking bail and 
challenging a five-year 
jail term given to her by 
a lower court on graft 
charges.

The 72-year-old 
three-time former prime 
minister was sentenced 
by Dhaka’s Special Court 
on February 8 in connec-
tion with the embezzle-
ment of 21 million taka 
(about USD 250,000) in 
foreign donations meant 
for the Zia Orphanage 
Trust, named after her 
late husband Ziaur Rah-
man, a military ruler-
turned-politician.

He said the bench 

comprising judges M 
Enayetur Rahim and 
Shahidul Karim si-
multaneously stayed 
fine of Tk 2.10 crore 
(US$1=Tk80) that the 
trial slapped on Zia 
alongside the prison 
term and asked authori-
ties concerned to for-
ward the case records 
in 15 days for hearing on 
the appeal petition.

The High Court or-
der came as Zia s coun-
sels filed two petitions 
two days after the de-
fence counsels chal-
lenged her conviction 
against the lower court 
verdict.

Zia s lawyers ear-
lier said in their 1,223-
page prayer they cited 
25 grounds for her ac-
quittal alleging that the 

verdict was politically 
motivated to debar her 
from contesting upcom-
ing elections, an allega-
tion denied by Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
s government.

The BNP had boy-
cotted the general elec-
tion in 2014 and spear-
headed a protracted 
street campaign en-
forcing a nationwide 
blockade coinciding 
with its first anniver-
sary that saw some 500 
people dead in arson 
attacks.

But Prime Minister 
Hasina said her govern-
ment could do nothing 
if BNP again decides to 
boycott the upcoming 
polls. The elections will 
be held in due time, she 
added.

Podgorcia, Feb. 22 (PTI/AFP): 
A suicide attacker blew them-
self up after throwing an explo-
sive device into the US embas-
sy compound in Podgorica, 
the Montenegrin government 
said today.

Authorities in Podgorica 
have not released any theories 
as to the motive for the attack 
in the country which recently 
joined NATO despite opposi-
tion from some of the popula-
tion and from where a number 
of jihadists have travelled to 
Iraq and Syria.

“In front of the @USE-
mbassyMNE building in 
#Podgorica, #Montenegro an 
unknown person commit-
ted suicide with an explosive 
device. Immediately before, 
that person threw an explo-
sive device,” the government 
tweeted, saying the device 
was “most probably” a hand 
grenade.

It said the attacker threw 
the explosive device “into the 
US embassy compound” from 
an intersection near a sports 
centre.

An AFP correspondent 
was unable to reach the site as 
police sealed off the area.

A US State Department 
spokesperson confirmed “a 
small explosion near the US 
Embassy compound” say-
ing officials were “working 
closely with police to identify 
the assailant(s)”.

On its Twitter account, the 
embassy said it had cancelled 
all visa services for the day, 
adding that access for US citi-
zens “will be available today on 
an emergency basis”.

A guard at the sports centre 
who asked not to be named 
said he “heard two explosions, 
one after another”.

“Police came very quickly 
and the body of a man was 

taken away,” he told AFP.
The heavily-secured em-

bassy building is located on 
the outskirts of Podgorica’s city 
centre, near the secret police 
headquarters and the Moraca 
river.

Montenegro, a small Adri-
atic state of some 660,000 peo-
ple, joined NATO last May. The 
decision to become a member 
provoked violent protests by 
the pro-Russian opposition 
in 2015.

In October 2016, authori-
ties said they had thwarted a 
plot by pro-Russian militants 
to storm parliament and oust 
the pro-Western government 
on the eve of general elections.

Authorities alleged that 
“Russian state bodies” were 
involved in the conspiracy, 
which they say aimed at pre-
venting Montenegro from 
joining NATO.

In October 2011, the US 

embassy in Sarajevo in neigh-
bouring Bosnia was the target 
of a militant attack.

An Islamist, Mevlid Jas-
arevic opened fire with an 
automatic rifle at the embassy 
building, wounding a police 
officer. He was also injured in 
the exchange of fire and ar-
rested.

Jasarevic was later sen-
tenced to 15 years’ imprison-
ment.

Twenty-three of those were 
from Montenegro, whose pop-
ulation is predominantly Or-
thodox Christian.

Last month, a court in 
Montenegro for the first time 
sentenced one of its citizens 
for having fought in Syria.

Hamid Beharovic, 39, 
was found guilty of having 
fought for the Islamic State 
group between April 2015 and 
May 2016. He was given a six-
month jail term.

H
ollywood 
veteran 
M e r y l 
S t r e e p 
d o e s 

not appreciate being part 
of disgraced film mogul 
Harvey Weinstein’s legal 
defense, and says it is a 
pathetic move.

On Wednesday, the 
actress released a state-
ment, via her representa-
tive Hannah Donohue, that 
Weinstein’s inclusion of her 
words in a legal filing was 
“pathetic and exploitive”, 
reports usatoday.com. 

“Harvey Weinstein’s at-
torneys’ use of my (true) 
statement -- that he was 
not sexually transgressive 
or physically abusive in our 
business relationship -- as 
evidence that he was not 
abusive with many other 
women is pathetic and ex-
ploitive,” Streep said. 

She added: “The crimi-
nal actions he is accused 
of conducting on the bod-
ies of these women are 

statement said that during 
the meeting, May gave an 
update on Brexit nego-
tiations with both leaders 
agreeing on the impor-
tance of concluding the 
terms of the implementa-
tion period in March and 
the terms of the future 
partnership as soon as pos-
sible.

“The prime minister 
set out her vision for a bold 
future economic partner-
ship with the Netherlands 

and the whole of the EU 
after the UK leaves, stress-
ing that we should all be 
optimistic and flexible to 
achieve a trading relation-
ship which is as frictionless 
as possible, which Prime 
Minister Rutte welcomed,” 
the spokesperson said.

The Netherlands has 
been one of the UK’s clos-
est allies in the European 
Union (EU), the Dutch 
prime minister noted, add-
ing that relations between 

the two nations are “fan-
tastic.”

“In view of our close 
economic ties, it is clearly 
crucial for the Netherlands 
and Dutch business to en-
sure a strong relationship 
post-Brexit,” Rutte said.

The British govern-
ment has asked the EU to 
consider granting the UK a 
longer Brexit transition pe-
riod than the one proposed 
by Brussels, documents 
drawn up by negotiators 
show.

The European Com-
mission has said the tran-
sition, during which the 
UK would be bound by EU 
rules despite being outside 
the bloc, should end on 
December 31, 2020, but 
UK negotiators said on 
Wednesday that they want 
to discuss the possibility of 
a different duration -- amid 
concern that there may not 
be enough time to prepare 
for Brexit.

his responsibility, and 
if there is any justice 
left in the system he 
will pay for them -- re-
gardless of how many 
good movies, made 
by many good peo-
ple, Harvey was lucky 
enough to have ac-
quired or financed.”

Weinstein’s law-
yers on Tuesday said 
in federal court in New 

York that the proposed 
class-action lawsuit 
filed by six women 
should be rejected. 
They lawyers said that 
the alleged assaults 
took place too long 
ago. 

The defense also 
cited comments made 
by Streep -- that Wein-
stein was not abusive 
toward her during 

their business rela-
tionship -- in support 
of Weinstein.

Hosted by Jimmy 
Kimmel, the award 
ceremony will be held 
on March 4 at the Dol-
by Theatre here. It will 
be aired in India live 
on Star Movies and 
Star Movies Select on 
March 5.

IANS

T
he family of a Pu-
litzer-winning play-
wright has filed a 
copyright infringe-
ment lawsuit against 

director Guillermo del Toro and 
Fox Searchlight alleging that 
the Oscar-nominated film “The 
Shape of Water” is a copy of a 
1969 play.

David Zindel, son of Ameri-
can playwright Paul Zindel, filed 
the complaint on Wednesday 
alleging that Del Toro’s critically 
acclaimed film has exploited the 
play “Let Me Hear You Whisper” 
and should have credited and 
licensed his father’s work, reports 
theguardian.com. 

The allegations, which Del 
Toro and the studio have denied, 
were first reported in January. 
The copyright complaint was 

filed in California this week, and 
marks the first legal action the 
Zindel family has taken against 
“The Shape of Water”.

“The Shape of Water” is lead-
ing the 90th Academy Awards’ 
nomination pack with nods in a 
maximum of 13 categories. The 
award ceremony will be held on 
March 4 at the Dolby Theatre 
here. It will be aired in India live 
on Star Movies and Star Movies 
Select on March 5. 

“The Shape of Water”, co-
written by Del Toro and Vanessa 
Taylor, tells a love story between 
a mute woman who works as a 
cleaning lady in a hidden, high-
security government laboratory 
in 1962 Baltimore and a misun-
derstood aquatic monster. 

“The (film) tells a story that 
is substantially similar, and in 

many ways identical, to that of 
the play,” David’s lawyers wrote 
in the complaint, alleging “over-
whelming similarities” that are 
“too egregious to ignore”.

The complaint was also filed 
against the novelist Daniel Kraus, 
an associate producer who has 
been credited with creating the 
“original idea” for “The Shape 
of Water” alongside Del Toro, 
reports theguardian.com. 

In a statement, Fox Search-
light said: “These claims from 
Mr Zindel’s estate are baseless, 
wholly without merit and we 
will be filing a motion to dismiss. 
Furthermore, the estate’s com-
plaint seems timed to coincide 
with the Academy Award voting 
cycle in order to pressure our 
studio to quickly settle.

IANS
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Rise of digital media unstoppable — Experts Amateur astronomer 
snaps exploding 
star’s rare first light

NASA’s new spacesuit to come with built-in toilet

Video consumption in India up five times in 1 year — Report

How humans got their bigger brains

Cybercrimes cost businesses 
$600 bn globally — McAfee

Samsung brings world’s 
first ‘Wind-Free’ AC to India

Depression may reduce 
arginine levels in your body

Gurugram, Feb. 22 (IANS): With 
the country’s young population 
increasingly using smartphones 
and other digital devices for 
news consumption, going digital 
has never been more important 
for news distribution, a group of 
experts has said.

Customising news content 
with the right mix is equally im-
portant, said the experts at a dis-
cussion on digital media organ-
ised here over the weekend by 
Business Wire India, a platform 

for press release distribution.
In this digital age, incorporat-

ing videos and other multimedia 
elements, a local-focus, and 
segment-wise content targeting 
are some of the important ele-
ments in making news relevant 
and engaging, they added.

“The way people consume 
content has changed complete-
ly, especially young people. They 
need a quick story, visual story, 
even videos make a big impact,” 
said journalist Saurabh Shukla, 

Editor-in-Chief of News Mobile.
The group of corporate and 

media experts at the discussion 
said that traditional plus digital 
is the approach companies must 
take for brand targeting.

Nidhi Mehra, Account Direc-
tor, H+K India, a marketing com-
munication company, spoke on 
the emergence of bloggers as a 
new community in the digital 
platform.

“Now the task is how to get 
into the digital space besides the 

traditional media. Corporates 
want to see this new commu-
nity of bloggers to be evangelised 
regularly so that their brand is 
visible across platforms,” she 
said.

“We need to understand how 
news should be projected so 
that audience identifies with the 
same in the context of their own 
need for information and con-
sumption,” said Rajnish Wahi, 
Senior Vice President, Corpo-
rate Affairs & Communications, 

Snapdeal, adding that more and 
more readers are now consum-
ing news online.

Taru Agarwal, Managing 
Director, Business Wire India, 
contended that PR and wire ser-
vices are preventing fake news 
from spreading. 

“News distributed through 
a wire platform is authentic and 
genuine,” she said. 

“Checks and balances are 
there for fake news,” Agarwal 
added.

New York, Feb. 22 (IANS): 
Images captured by an 
amateur astronomer in 
Argentina has helped sci-
entists obtain their first 
view of the initial burst of 
light from the explosion of 
a massive star.

During tests of a new 
camera, Víctor Buso cap-
tured images of a distant 
galaxy before and after the 
supernova’s “shock break-
out” -- when a supersonic 
pressure wave from the 
exploding core of the star 
hits and heats gas at the 
star’s surface to a very high 
temperature, causing it 
to emit light and rapidly 
brighten.

A supernova is the ex-
plosion of a massive star 
at the end of its life cycle. 

To date, no one has 
been able to capture the 
“first optical light” from 
a normal supernova (one 
not associated with a gam-
ma-ray or x-ray burst), 
since stars explode seem-
ingly at random in the sky 
and the light from shock 
breakout is fleeting. 

The new data can pro-
vide important clues to 
the physical structure of 
the star just before its cata-
strophic demise and to the 
nature of the explosion 
itself.

“Professional astron-
omers have long been 
searching for such an 
event,” said Alex Filippen-
ko of University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley.

Filippenko followed 
up the discovery with 
observations at the Lick 
and Keck observatories in 

the US that proved criti-
cal to a detailed analysis 
of explosion, called SN 
2016gkg. 

“Observations of stars 
in the first moments they 
begin exploding provide 
information that cannot 
be directly obtained in 
any other way,” Filippenko 
added. 

The discovery and re-
sults of follow-up obser-
vations from around the 
world were published in 
the journal Nature.

On September 20, 
2016, Buso was testing a 
new camera on his 16-inch 
telescope by taking a series 
of short-exposure photo-
graphs of the spiral galaxy 
NGC 613, which is about 
80 million light years from 
Earth and located within 
the southern constellation 
Sculptor.

Luckily, he examined 
these images immediately 
and noticed a faint point 
of light quickly brighten-
ing near the end of a spiral 
arm that was not visible in 
his first set of images.

An international team 
of researchers later deter-
mined that the explosion 
was a Type IIb supernova - 
the explosion of a massive 
star that had previously 
lost most of its hydrogen 
envelope. 

The team estimated 
that the initial mass of the 
star was about 20 times the 
mass of our Sun, though 
it lost most of its mass, 
probably to a companion 
star, and slimmed down 
to about five solar masses 
prior to exploding.

Washington, Feb. 21 
(IANS): Astronauts on 
NASA’s next-generation 
human spacecraft, Orion, 
may have the option of 
avoiding a visit to the toilet 
during their deep space 
trip as engineers at the 
space agency are working 
on a new spacesuit with a 
long-term waste-disposal 
system.

The suit will contain all 
the necessary functions to 
support life and is being 
designed to sustain the 
crew in the unlikely event 
the spacecraft loses pres-

sure.
Such a system has 

not been a part of NASA 
spacesuits  s ince the 
Apollo era, and the new 
waste-disposal system 
will likely have a lot in 
common with those used 
in the 1970s, Space.com 
reported on Tuesday.

The Orion spacecraft 
will be able to carry hu-
mans well beyond low 
Earth orbit. While it is not 
big enough to support a 
nine-month trip to the Red 
Planet, the vehicle could 
carry humans around the 

Moon and back. 
Orion will be equipped 

with a toilet, but the new 
spacesuit is being de-
signed to help astronauts 
survive in case of emer-
gencies for up to six days -- 
meaning they would have 
to be able to do things like 
eat, urinate and defecate 
without taking them off, 
the report said. 

The suits will include 
a fecal bag that is very 
similar to those used in 
the Apollo suits, and, for 
men, they will also use 
condom catheters, which 

remain the simplest, most 
straightforward approach, 
Kirstyn Johnson, a NASA 
engineer who is leading 
the design of the inter-
nal systems for the Orion 
launch and landing suit, 
was quoted as saying by 
Space.com. 

Condom catheters fit 
over the penis like a con-
dom, with a tube at the 
end to collect the liquid.

The female urine-dis-
posal system is not fully 
developed yet, and some 
aspects of it are propri-
etary, Johnson said.

Mumbai, Feb. 22 (IANS): With nearly 
96 per cent people, especially mille-
nials, binging on long-format videos 
in India, the video consumption 
in the country has seen a five-fold 
growth in just one year, digital and 
mobile entertainment platform 
Hotstar said on Thursday.

The last 12 months have also 
seen access to data and consump-
tion of videos going deeper into the 
country, the company said in its first 
“India Watch Report” 2018, adding 
that the growth in smaller cities, with 
less than 10 lakh population, out-
paced the growth of the metro cities.

“A new generation of users are 
emerging in India who take for 
granted round the clock access to the 
best stories, who know that they can 
watch the best shows from around 
the world at the same time as the 
world,” Ajit Mohan, CEO, Hotstar, 
said in a statement.

The gender gap in access to data 
persists but affordability is opening 
up new opportunities as women 
from smaller cities are coming on-
line faster than in the metros, the 
findings showed.

The Champion’s Trophy Final 
2017 on the streaming platform hit 

4.8 million simultaneous viewers. 
VIVO IPL consumption grew nearly 
seven times between 2016 and 2017. 

VIVO Pro Kabbadi and Premier 
League also grew almost 10 times.

Highlighting that consump-
tion habits cut across traditional 
boundaries, 26 per cent of “Game of 
Thrones” viewers also watched Hin-
di TV shows and 24 per cent modern 
family viewers watched cricket.

Launched in February 2015, Hot-
star has more than 1,00,000 hours of 
drama and movies in nine languages 
and coverage of every major global 
sporting event.

New York, Feb. 21 (IANS): Modern hu-
mans have brains that are more than 
three times larger than our closest living 
relatives, chimpanzees and bonobos, 
and we have the gradual increase in 
brain size of our ancestors over the past 
three million years to thank for that, a 
new study says.

The study, published in the journal 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B, in-
volved an analysis of 94 hominin fossils.

It showed that brain size increased 
gradually and consistently, driven by 
evolution within populations, intro-
duction of larger-brained species and 
extinction of smaller-brained ones.

“Brain size is one of the most obvious 
traits that makes us human. It’s related 
to cultural complexity, language, tool 
making and all these other things that 
make us unique,” said Andrew Du from 
the University of Chicago and first au-
thor of the study. 

“The earliest hominins had brain 
sizes like chimpanzees, and they have 
increased dramatically since then. So, 
it’s important to understand how we got 
here,” Du added.

The researchers compared pub-
lished research data on the skull vol-

umes of 94 fossil specimens from 13 
different species, beginning with the 
earliest unambiguous human ancestors, 
Australopithecus, from 3.2 million years 
ago to pre-modern species, including 
Homo erectus, from 500,000 years ago 
when brain size began to overlap with 
that of modern-day humans.

The researchers saw that when the 
species were counted at the clade level, 
or groups descending from a common 
ancestor, the average brain size in-
creased gradually over three million 
years. 

The increase was driven by three 
different factors, primarily evolution 
of larger brain sizes within individual 
species populations, but also by the 
addition of new, larger-brained species 
and extinction of smaller-brained ones, 
the study said.

“The conventional wisdom was that 
our large brains had evolved because 
of a series of step-like increases each 
one making our ancestors smarter. Not 
surprisingly the reality is more complex, 
with no clear link between brain size 
and behaviour,” said Bernard Wood, 
Professor at George Washington Univer-
sity and senior author of the study.

New Delhi, Feb. 22 (IANS): 
Cybercrimes have cost 
businesses close to $600 
billion globally -- or 0.8 
per cent of the global GDP 
-- which is up from $445 
billion reported three 
years back, a report said 
on Thursday.

The report by the 
global cybersecurity firm 
McAfee, prepared along 
with the Centre for Strate-
gic and International Stud-
ies (CSIS), said that over 
the last three years, cy-
bercriminals have quickly 
adopted new technolo-
gies to ease the process of 
engaging in cybercrimes.

“Ransomware-as-a-
Service Cloud providers 
efficiently scale attacks to 
target millions of systems, 
and attacks are automated 
to require minimal human 
involvement,” Steve Grob-
man, Chief Technology 
Officer for McAfee, said in 
a statement.

“Add to these factors 
cryptocurrencies that ease 
rapid monetisation, while 
minimising the risk of ar-
rest, and you must con-
clude that the $600 billion 
cybercrime figure reflects 
the extent to which our 
technological accomplish-
ments have transformed 
the criminal economy as 

dramatically as they have 
every other portion of our 
economy,” he added.

The report ,  t i t led 
“Economic Impact of Cy-
bercrime -- No Slowing 
Down”, said that banks 
remain the favourite target 
for cybercriminals. 

Russia, North Korea 
and Iran are the most ac-
tive in hacking financial 
institutions, while China 
is the most active in cyber 
espionage. “Our research 
bore out the fact that Rus-
sia is the leader in cyber-
crime, reflecting the skill 
of its hacker community 
and its disdain for Western 
law enforcement,” said 
James Lewis, Senior Vice 
President at CSIS. 

“North Korea is sec-
ond in line, as the nation 
uses cryptocurrency theft 
to help fund its regime, 
and we’re now seeing an 
expanding number of cy-
bercrime centres, includ-
ing not only North Korea 
but also Brazil, India and 
Vietnam,” Lewis added. 

Cybercrime losses are 
greater in richer countries; 
however, the countries 
with the greatest losses are 
mid-tier nations that are 
digitised but not yet fully 
capable in cybersecurity, 
the rpeort noted.

New Delhi, Feb. 22 (IANS): 
Samsung India on Thurs-
day announced to bring 
the world’s first “Wind-
Free” air conditioner to 
the country, starting from 
Rs 50,950.

The AC provides ideal 
condition to room tem-
perature with the help of 
21,000 micro air holes, 
without the discomfort 
of direct airflow and also 
reduces energy consump-
tion by up to 72 per cent, 
the company said in a 
statement.

“In the air conditioning 
segment, direct cold air 
dispersion and sky-rock-
eting electricity bills are 
two problems. The world’s 
first ‘Wind-Free’ AC from 
Samsung addresses both 

of these issues together, 
providing unparalleled 
cooling comfort, while 
guaranteeing optimum 
energy efficiency,” said 
Alok Pathak, Vice Presi-
dent, Consumer Electron-
ics Business, Samsung 
India.

A two-step cooling 
system first lowers tem-
peratures in ‘Fast Cool-
ing Mode’ and then au-
tomatically switches to 
‘Wind-Free Cooling Mode’, 
creating ‘still air’ once the 
desired temperature is 
achieved.  The AC packs 
in the world’s first “8 Pole 
series” and anti-corrosion 
“Durafin” condenser espe-
cially designed for India’s 
harsh climatic conditions, 
said the company.

London, Feb. 22 (IANS): People with 
major depressive disorder (MDD) 
have lower levels of naturally occur-
ring arginine in their body than their 
non-depressed controls, a study has 
found.

Arginine -- an amino acid which 
the body uses to produce nitric oxide 
-- is a nervous system and immune 
defence mediator, which also plays 
a role in vascular regulation.

Reduced arginine bioavailability is 
also known to be an independent risk 
factor of cardiovascular diseases, the 
researchers noted. 

“It is possible that depression-
induced inflammatory responses lead 
to reduced arginine levels. This may 
result in insufficient production of ni-
tric oxide for the needs of the nervous 
system and circulation. However, we 
don’t know yet what exactly causes 
reduced arginine bioavailability in 
people with depression,” said lead 
author Toni Ali-Sisto, researcher at the 
University of Eastern Finland.

“Although our study shows that 
people with depression have re-
duced arginine bioavailability, this 

doesn’t mean that taking an arginine 
supplement would protect against 
depression. That’s an area for further 
research,” Ali-Sisto said.

The study, published in journal 
Affective Disorders, involved 99 adults 
with diagnosed major depressive 
disorder and 253 non-depressed 
controls. The concentrations of three 
amino acids, namely arginine, citrul-
line and ornithine, were analysed 
from their fasting glucose samples, 
and this data was used to calculate 
their global arginine bioavailability 
ratio (GABR).

The GABR is an indicator of the 
body’s arginine levels, and the ratio 
has previously been used to measure 
the body’s capacity to produce nitric 
oxide. 

The results showed that people 
with depression had weaker argi-
nine bioavailability than their non-
depressed controls. 

However, in people who had re-
covered from depression the arginine 
bioavailability was found to be slightly 
higher than in people who remained 
depressed, the researchers said.

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1742SUD0KU 1582
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1741

ACROSS
1. Water vapor
6. Infants
10. Jason’s ship (Greek 

mythology)
14. Government of the Ottoman 

Empire
15. At a distance
16. Tight
17. Emanates
18. Female chickens
19. Death notice
20. Ruling
22. Roll end over end
24. Tall woody plant
25. File
26. Husband or wife
29. Doozy
30. High volume sound
31. Make worse
37. Seeps
39. 7th letter of the Greek 

alphabet
40. “Driver” of a plane
41. Write under someone else’s 

name
44. Wise person
45. Precipitation
46. Crystalline granite-like rock
48. Pertaining to the Hebrews
52. Entice
53. Shot from bows
54. Deter
58. Tighten
59. A jogging pace
61. Parlor
62. Puff on a cigarette
63. Lessen
64. Verbally
65. Sleigh
66. Coloring agents
67. Utilisers

DOWN
1. Hurried
2. Large book
3. Norse for “Ruler of all”
4. Feelings
5. Misters (abbrev.)

6. Nevada resort lake
7. Founder of New Harmony, 

Indiana, Robert _____
8. Tangent (abbrev.)
9. Rhythmic contractions of 

the heart
10. “Smallest particles”
11. Hebrew for “Teacher”
12. Craftiness 
13. Aquatic carnivorous 

mammal
21. Electrical engineering group
23. Seize
25. Admission ticket (slang)

26. Slow, plodding gait
27. Winnie the ____
28. Greek liqueur
29. Language of the Roman 

Empire
32. Deficient in moisture
33. People who are oriented 

towards both sexes
34. Jai ____, sport
35. Clothes
36. French for “Summers”
38. Stalks of threshed grain
42. Pertaining to the part of 

the body just above the 

hips
43. Conceited people (slang)
47. Capital of the Bahamas
48. Handles or hilts
49. Actor _____ Flynn
50. Device for slowing or 

stopping
51. Fastened with a cord
52. Quotes as an example
54. Unit of medication
55. Used in skin lotion
56. Gloomy
57. Completes
60. Narrow beam of radiation

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1581



A three-day annual sports meet of Baptist High Kohima got underway with at D Khel ground 
Seikhazou Kohima village on Feb. 21. The chairman of the school’s managing board Dr. Hovithal 
Sothu was the special guest during the opening session. As part of the sporting activity, the 
school also organised a marathon race on Feb. 17. 

12
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Friday, February 23, 2018

CM
YK

Printed and published by Vimenuo Keditsu for Nagaland Free Press Society at Eastern Publication House, Circular Road, Dimapur. Executive Editor: K.Wapong Longkumer. TEL NOS.: 246001, 225507 (DIMAPUR), 2291977 (KOHIMA). FAX: (03862) 245558 (DIMAPUR) 
EMAIL: easternmirror@gmail.com | RNI No. NAGENG/2002/07906

FOR ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES: DIMAPUR OFFICE: 03862-225507 FAX: 03862-225525  EMAIL: easternadvt@gmail.com  | KOHIMA OFFICE: 0370-2291977 / CIRCULATION: TEL: +91 7085065125

Klaasen, Duminy power South 
Africa to series-levelling win

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 

De Gea stars as Man United fend off strong Sevilla

Mary Kom advances to 
semis in Strandja Memorial

F1 World Champions Mercedes 
unveil 2018 season car

Indian shuttlers fined for 
withdrawing from Uganda 
badminton event

A fantastic reaction save from Manchester United’s goalkeeper David de Gea denies Sevilla’s Luis Muriel.

South Africa's batsman Heinrich Klaasen, right, plays a shot as India's wicketkeeper MS Dhoni, watches during the second T20 cricket 
match between South Africa and India at Centurion Park in Pretoria, South Africa, Wednesday, Feb. 21, 2018.

AP/PTI

Centurion, Feb. 21 (PTI): 
Unheralded Heinrich 
Klaasen played a blinder 
of an innings while skip-
per JP Duminy led from 
the front with an unbeat-
en half-century to hand 
South Africa a series-lev-
elling six-wicket win in the 
second Twenty20 Interna-
tional, here today.

Set a challenging tar-
get of 189, South Africa 
rode on local boy Klaas-
en's 69 off 30 deliveries 
and skipper Duminy's 
unbeaten 64 off 40 balls to 
chase down the score in 
18.4 overs.

The Indian bowlers, 
especially leg-spinner 
spinner Yuzvendra Cha-
hal, found it difficult to 
grip the bowl with con-
stant drizzle pouring in 
for most part of the South 
African innings.

South Africa made a 
modest start to their chase 
with openers Reeza Hen-
dricks (26) and Jon-Jon 
Smuts (2) sharing 24 runs 
for the opening wicket.

But left-arm pacer 
Jaydev Unadkat (2/42) 
broke the partnership 
when he induced a lead-
ing edge in the fourth 
over from Smuts and it 
was gleefully accepted by 
Suresh Raina.

To make matters worse 
for the hosts, Hendricks 
departed in the final ball 
off the next over when he 
was holed out by Hardik 
Pandya at deep square leg 
off Shardul Thakur.

However, credit should 
go to Klaasen and Duminy 
who brought South Africa 
back into the match with 
a blazing 93-run stand 
for the third wicket which 

came off just 49 balls after 
they were down to 38 for 2 
at one stage.

K l a a s e n  u s e d  t h e 
crease to perfection and 
struck three boundaries 
and as many as seven sixes 
during his fiery knock in 
front of his home crowd.

Duminy played the 
second fiddle and gave 
Klaasen the perfect sup-
port from the other end as 
the wicket-keeper bats-
man went hammer and 
tongs.

After bringing South 
Africa in sight of victory, 
Klaasen finally departed 
when he top-edged a Un-
adkat delivery straight to 
Dhoni behind the stumps 
in the 14th over.

Thereafter Duminy 
took the onus on him-
self to guide South Africa 
home and together with 

Farhaan Behardien (16 
not out) shared uncon-
quered 48 runs for the fifth 
wicket to seal the series-
levelling victory.

Duminy was cool as 
cucumber as he never 
panicked after Klaasen's 
dismissal and finished 
off the chase in style with 
two consecutive sixes of 
Unadkat.

Earlier, Manish Pan-
dey and Mahendra Singh 
Dhoni slammed quickfire 
half-centuries to guide 
India to a challenging 188 
for four.

W h i l e  Pa n d e y  re -
mained unbeaten on 79 
off 48 balls, veteran Dhoni 
made 52 off 28 deliveries.

The duo shared 98 
runs for the fifth wicket in 
just 9.2 overs to take India 
to the commanding total.

Sent into bat, India 

Baptist High sport

were dealt a severe blow in 
the first ball of the second 
over when Rohit Sharma 
was caught plumb in front 
of the wicket for a duck by 
Junior Dala (2/28).

But thereafter, Shikhar 
Dhawan (24 off 14) came 
to the party and clobbered 
Chris Morris for two fours 
and as many sixes in the 
third over over to up the 
ante.

Ra i n a  ( 3 1  o f f  2 4 ) 
matched his partner 
stroke for stroke and hit 
right-arm pacer Dane Pe-
terson for three boundar-
ies in the next over to take 
India to 40 for one after 
four overs.

With his pacers going 
for runs, skipper Duminy 
brought himself on to the 
attack in the next over but 
was welcomed by Dha-
wan with an exquisite pull 
to the midwicket bound-
ary.

Duminy, however, got 
his man in the next ball 
as Dhawan hit a full toss 
straight to Farhaan Behar-
dien at mid-on.

India received a big 
blow in the next over 
when skipper Virat Kohli 
gloved a rising Dala de-
livery straight to Klaasen 
behind the stumps.

Thereafter, Raina and 
Pandey added quick 45 
runs off 31 balls for the 
fourth wicket to take India 
forward.

But the dangerous-
looking partnership was 
broken by Andile Pheh-
lukwayo in the 11th over 
when he had Raina LBW.

After Raina's dismissal, 
Pandey and Dhoni mixed 
caution with aggression to 
take India forward.

The duo took time to 
settle down but once they 
got their eyes set, they 
clobbered the South Afri-
can bowlers to all around 
the park.

While Pandey struck 
six boundaries and three 
sixes during his knock, 
Dhoni was not far behind 
his younger partner as he 
found the fence four times 
and over it thrice.

Sofia (Bulgaria), Feb. 22 
(PTI): Five-time world 
champion M C Mary Kom 
(48kg) today assured her-
self of a third successive 
international medal by 
advancing to the semifi-
nals of the 69th Strandja 
Memorial Boxing Tourna-
ment for men and women 
here today.

The 35-year-old, who 
came here on the back of 
gold medals at the Asian 
Championships and the 
India Open, defeated old 
nemesis Steluta Duta of 
Romania in her quarterfi-
nal contest.

Mary Kom relied on 
her sharper reflexes to out-
wit Steluta, who is a three-
time world champion-
ships silver-medallist and 
a four-time gold-winner 
at the European Champi-

onships.
Interestingly, all of 

Steluta's world champi-
onship silver medals are 
courtesy losses to Mary 
Kom in the finals (2006, 
2008 and 2010).

Clashing after a con-
siderable gap, the two box-
ers were locked in a fierce 
exchange of blows but 
Mary Kom managed to 
edge past by keeping her 

distance and not allowing 
the Romanian a clear shot 
for most of the bout.

The competitiveness, 
however, did not come in 
the way of mutual respect 
as the two embraced each 
other warmly at the end of 
the contest. In the men's 
competition, Dheeraj Ran-
gi (64kg) bowed out of the 
competition after losing 
his opening bout to Louis 
Colin Richarno.

India are assured of 
four medals so far in the 
tournament courtesy 
women boxers -- Seema 
Punia (+81kg), Saweety 
Boora (75kg), Mena Ku-
mari Devi (54kg) and Bha-
gyabati Kachari (81kg).

While Saweety and 
Meena won their quarter-
final contests, Seema and 
Bhagyabati got byes.

London, Feb. 22 (IANS): Formula One 
World Champions Mercedes-AMG on 
Thursday unveiled their 2018 season car 
named the W09 EQ Power+.

The Mercedes-AMG F1 W09 EQ Pow-
er+ is an evolution of the car that won 12 
races and took 15 pole positions in the 
previous season.

"Last year the car was fantastic, but 
there were so many things we could still 
improve on," World Champion Lewis 

Hamilton was quoted as saying by the F1 
website. 

"What we've done is taken a lot of the 
DNA from last year's car -- this is the sister 
car, an evolution of that.

"This is better than last year's car in 
every aspect. It looks quite similar but 
inside, underneath the shell, and even the 
bodywork, it's all refined to perform even 
better than it did last year," the four-time 
F1 Champion added.

Kampala, Feb. 22 (IANS): Indian players 
Harshit Aggarwal and Chaliha Orijit will be 
fined for their late withdraw from the 2018 
Uganda International Badminton Open 
Championship.

"The two players will be fined $150 for 
late withdraw as per the rules set by the Bad-
minton World Federation," Simon Mugabi, 
the Chief Executive Officer of the Uganda 
Badminton Association (UBA), told Xinhua.

The Championship, a World Series sanc-
tioned by the Badminton World Federation 
(BWF), will take place at the Lugogo Arena in 
Kampala from February 22 to 25.

Mugabi explained that the two Indian 
players would have been fined $650 each if 
they had not communicated in advance.

"We expect a very explosive tournament 
because over 15 foreign players will take 
part," said Mugabi, who also added that 
Germany's Jonathan Persson is yet to arrive.

Several foreign players, including top 
seed for the tournament Georges Juliean 
Paul, have arrived in Uganda ahead of the 
qualifiers for the main draw which starts on 
Thursday. Juliean Paul is fresh from winning 
the All Africa Senior Championship in Algeria 
last weekend.

Bahaedeen Ahmad Alshannik of Jordan, 
who is ranked second in the men's singles, 
said he was happy to be in Uganda for the 
tournament. "I have prepared well and ex-
pect a very competitive event," said Alshan-
nik.

Former top African player Edwin Ekiring, 
who has represented Uganda at three Olym-
pic Games, told Xinhua that he has recovered 
well from the shin injury he had for most of 
last year.

"I have prepared well with my team in 
Holland," added Ekiring, who was unlucky 
to get injured in the final of the same tourna-
ment last year and did not continue.

The event will attract players from Ugan-
da, Kenya, Burundi, Algeria, Jordan, Kyrgyz-
stan, India, the Netherlands, Syria, Germany, 
France, Turkey, Zambia and the Republic of 
Maldives, among others.

Kharkiv, Feb 22. (IANS): Shakhtar Donetsk recov-
ered from a deficit to defeat AS Roma 2-1 in the first 
leg of a UEFA Champions League knockout stage tie.

Towards the end of an action-packed first half 
here on Wednesday, Roma put on the pressure and 
it paid off with a goal in the 41st minute by Cengiz 
Ünder, with a key assist from Edin Dzeko.

The Shakhtar comeback began eight minutes 
into the second half, when Facundo Ferreyra 
equalised from close range.

Roma goalkeeper Alisson went on to make 
several great stops before finally conceding to Fred, 
who scored on a magnificent direct free kick in 
the 71st minute to put the Ukrainian side up 2-1. 
Shakhtar nearly boosted the margin to 3-1 in the 
final play of the match, but Roma defender Bruno 
Peres was on the goal line to sweep the ball away. 

Shakhtar come from 
behind to beat Roma

After sustaining a 0-0 draw against Sevilla FC in the 
Champions League, Manchester United chief coach 
Jose Mourinho on Thursday defended his club for 
their playing tactics.

Manchester United star goalkeeper David de 
Gea pulled out a brilliant performance for his club 
on Wednesday to keep them at par with Sevilla FC 
in the first leg. 

"I think you are all, or many of you, are in a 
new sport! In England, some guys say the wingers 
shouldn't defend," Mourinho was quoted as saying 
by Sky Sports after the game. 

"The next time I see David Beckham I'm going 
to ask him: 'David, when you were playing right 
wing at Manchester United, when the opposition 
left-back attacked, do you stay looking at the stands? 
Or do you come back with the guy?' I'm going to ask 
David that.

"And everybody knows that I'm not big friends 
with Roy Keane or Paul Scholes, but I will ask them: 
'When your team lost the ball, did you drop back? Or 
did you stay walking on the pitch?," the Portuguese 
tactician added. 

Mourinho defends 
Man United tactics 

Madrid, Feb. 22 (IANS): Manchester 
United goalkeeper David de Gea was 
largely responsible for his side taking 
a 0-0 draw from the first leg of their 
Champions draw away to Sevilla 
despite being largely overrun by the 
Spanish side for the majority of the 
game.

The Spanish side had 18 shots, 10 
of which were on target, to Manches-
ter United's paltry five, and forced 12 
corners to just four for the visitors, 
but despite their efforts they were 
unable to find a way past the man 
who will keep goal for Spain in this 
summer's World Cup finals, reports 
Xinhua. 

The big news before the game was 

the decision by United coach, Jose 
Mourinho, to leave Paul Pogba on 
the sub's bench and even though he 
replaced the injured Ander Herrera 
just after the 15 minute mark, the 
Frenchman could do little to stem the 
Sevilla tide.

Although Romelu Lukaku always 
looked threatening for United, Se-
villa were carrying the weight of the 
attacking football and created 12 
chances before halftime.

The best of those saw De Gea tip 
Steven N' Zonzi's header over the bar, 
before producing a miraculous stop 
to then deny Luis Muriel, who buried 
his head in the pitch in disbelief.

The second half saw Franco 

Vazquez fire over, while Muriel again 
went close on two occasions and 
Clement Lenglet failed to get power 
into a header following a free kick.

However, though Manchester 
United failed to have a clear attempt 
on goal in the second half, the ma-
jority of Sevilla's opportunities were 
from outside the box. Despite sub-
stitute Sandro Ramirez attempting 
to add extra aggression in the closing 
minutes and Jesus Navas optimisti-
cally claiming a penalty, it was not to 
be for Sevilla.

But they will now travel to Old 
Trafford in three weeks knowing that 
surely United will have to try and play 
more football in the second leg.


