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REFER TO THE ADVERTISEMENT PUBLISHED ON 02 DEC 17
‘DUE TO LOW RESPONSE ONLINE APPLICATIONS ARE BEING INVITED

ONCE AGAIN FROM THE STATES MENTIONED BELOW’

JOIN THE

INDIAN NAVY
ELIGIBLE CANDIDATES FROM NORTH EASTERN STATES (ARUNACHAL PRADESH, MEGHALAYA, MIZORAM,

NAGALAND, SIKKIM AND TRIPURA) FOR SAILOR ENTRY,
STEWARDS, CHEFS AND HYGIENISTS FOR MR - OCT 2018 (02/2018) BATCH

ELIGIBILITY CONDITIONS
Online applications are invited from Unmarried Male Indian Citizen 
from Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Sikkim and Tripura meeting following eligibility criteria:-
Educational Qualifications. Candidate must have passed 
Matriculation Examination or equivalent from a recognised 
Board.
Job Specification.
(a) Chef. They would be required to prepare food as per menu (both 
vegetarian and non-vegetarian including handling of meat products) 
and accounting of ration. In addition, they will also be allotted other 
duties as per Service requirement. 
(b) Steward. They would be required to serve food in the officer’s
messes as waiters, housekeeping, accounting of funds, wine and 
stores, preparation of menu etc. In addition, they will also be allotted 
other duties as per service requirement.
(c) Hygienist. They will be required to clean wash rooms and other 
areas. In addition, they will also be allotted other duties as per 
Service requirement. 
Age. Candidates should have been born between 01 Oct 1997 to
30 Sep 2001 (Both dates inclusive).

SELECTION CRITERIA
Selection of recruits is based on the order of merit depending 
on their performance in Written Test, Physical Fitness Test 
(PFT) and fitness in the Medical Examinations.
Written Test.
 The question paper will be objective type and will comprise of 

two sections i.e. Science & Mathematics and General 
Knowledge. 

 Duration of examination will be 30 minutes.
 Syllabus can be obtained from website 

www.joinindiannavy.gov.in.
Physical Fitness Test (PFT).   
 PFT will consist of 1.6 Km run to be completed in 7 minutes, 20

squat ups (Uthak Baithak) and 10 Push-ups. Candidates 
undergoing PFT will do so at their own risk. Candidates are to 
bring their sports shoes and shorts for PFT.

Medical Standards and procedure for Medical Examination.
As prescribed in current regulations applicable to sailors entry. 
Final Enrolment Medical Examination.
All select list candidates who are issued with a call letter for Final 
Medical examination will have to undergo a Final Enrolment Medical 
examination at Chilka prior to enrolment. The Candidates who are 
declared fit at INS Chilka will be enrolled and the candidate who are 
declared unfit will be given an opportunity to appeal against the 
findings if they so desire at INHS Kalyani within a maximum period
of 21 days.

Tattoos. Permanent body tattoos are only permitted on inner 
face of forearms i.e from inside of elbow to the wrist and on the 
reverse side of palm/back (dorsal) side of hand. Permanent 
body tattoos on any other part of the body is not acceptable 
and candidate will be barred from recruitment.

SELECTION PROCEDURE
The selection procedure is available on internet website 
www.joinindiannavy.gov.in.
List of Documents. The following documents are to be 
brought at the time of Recruitment, punched together:-
 Original and one self attested copy of Matriculation 

certificate. 
 Original and one attested copy of NCC certificates, if any.  
 Original and one self attested photocopy of Domicile

Certificate.  
 Ten recent colour pass port size photographs.

How to apply
For this entry, the candidate can apply ONLINE ONLY on
website www.joinindiannavy.gov.in from 22 Feb 18 to             
24 Feb 18.
(a) Before filling online application, keep matric certificate,      
10th marks sheet & Domicile certificate ready for reference. 
(b) Register yourself on www.joinindiannavy.gov.in with your 
E-mail id, if not registered already. The E-mail id will be used 
for all future communication.
(c) ‘Log-in’ with the registered E-mail id and click on “Current 
Opportunities”
(d) Click on “Apply” (√) button.
(e) Fill up the Form completely. Before clicking the ‘Submit’
button make sure all the details are correct and all required
documents are scanned in original and uploaded.
(f) Online applications will be further scrutinised for eligibility 
and may be rejected if found not eligible in any respect.
(g) Photograph.  THE PHOTOGRAPH TO BE UPLOADED 
SHOULD BE OF GOOD QUALITY WITH BLUE 
BACKGROUND.
Note:- (i) A candidate is required to specify clearly in the online 
application from the entry for which he wishes to be consider in 
order of his preference (i.e Job Specification)
(ii) He is also advise to indicate as many preferences as he 
wishes to opt so that having regard to his rank in order of merit
due consideration can be given to his preferences when 
making appointments. 
(iii) Candidates should note that they will be considered for 
appointment to those entries only for which they express their 
preferences and for no other entry(ies). No request for addition/ 
alteration in the preferences already indicated by a candidate in 
his application will be entertained by the organisation.

LAST DATE OF ONLINE APPLICATION – 24 FEB 18

BEWARE OF AGENTS/ CHEATS
“Personnel claiming rapport with the officials of Naval Recruitment Organisation may promise to get a candidate recruited and on the 
pretext may collect money. We would like to assert that there is no requirement for anyone to pay money to an individual at any stage 
of recruitment. You are advised to conduct yourself as a Law abiding citizen and refrain from using unfair means.”

10702-11-0318-1718

DISCLAIMER: - The terms and conditions given in the advertisement 
are guidelines only and orders issued by the Government as amended 
from time to time will apply for the selected candidate.

REFER TO THE ADVERTISEMENT PUBLISHED ON 25 NOV 17
‘DUE TO LOW RESPONSE ONLINE APPLICATIONS ARE BEING INVITED

ONCE AGAIN FROM THE STATES MENTIONED BELOW’

JOIN THE
INDIAN NAVY

ELIGIBLE CANDIDATES FROM NORTH EASTERN STATES (ARUNACHAL PRADESH, MEGHALAYA, 
MIZORAM, NAGALAND, SIKKIM AND TRIPURA) FOR SAILOR ENTRY,
SENIOR SECONDARY RECRUITS (SSR) – AUG 2018 (02/2018) BATCH

ELIGIBILITY CONDITIONS
Online applications are invited from Unmarried Male Indian Citizen 
from Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Sikkim and Tripura meeting following eligibility criteria:-
Educational Qualifications. Candidates should have qualified 
10+2/ equivalent exam with Maths and Physics as compulsory 
subjects; optional subjects Chemistry/Biology/Computers.
Age. Candidates should have been born between 01 Aug 1997 to
31 Jul 2001 (Both dates inclusive).

SELECTION CRITERIA
Selection of recruits is based on the order of merit depending 
on their performance in Written Test, Physical Fitness Test 
(PFT) and fitness in the Medical Examinations.
Written Test.
 The question paper will be objective type and will comprise of 

four sections i.e. English, Science, Mathematics and General 
Knowledge. 

 Duration of examination will be one hour.
 Syllabus can be obtained from website 

www.joinindiannavy.gov.in.
Physical Fitness Test (PFT).   
 PFT will consist of 1.6 Km run to be completed in 7 minutes, 

20 squat ups (Uthak Baithak) and 10 Push-ups. Candidates 
undergoing PFT will do so at their own risk. Candidates are to 
bring their sports shoes and shorts for PFT.

Medical Standards and procedure for Medical Examination.
As prescribed in current regulations applicable to sailors’ entry. 
Final Enrolment Medical Examination.
All select list candidates who are issued with a call letter for Final 
Medical examination will have to undergo a Final Enrolment Medical 
examination at Chilka prior to enrolment. The Candidates who are 
declared fit at INS Chilka will be enrolled and the candidate who are 
declared unfit will be given an opportunity to appeal against the 
findings if they so desire at INHS Kalyani within a maximum period 
of 21 days.
Tattoos. Permanent body tattoos are only permitted on inner face 
of forearms i.e from inside of elbow to the wrist and on the reverse 
side of palm/back (dorsal) side of hand. Permanent body tattoos on 
any other part of the body is not acceptable and candidate will be 
barred from recruitment.

SELECTION PROCEDURE
The selection procedure is available on internet website 
www.joinindiannavy.gov.in.
List of Documents. The following documents are to be 
brought at the time of Recruitment, punched together:-
 Original and one self attested copy of Matriculation 

certificate. 
 Original and one self attested copy of 10+2 / equivalent 

examination mark sheet and certificate.
 Original and one attested copy of NCC certificates, if any.  
 Original and one self attested photocopy of Domicile

Certificate.  
 Ten recent colour pass port size photographs.

How to apply
For this entry, the candidate can apply ONLINE ONLY      
on website www.joinindiannavy.gov.in from 22 Feb 18 to             
24 Feb 18.
(a) Before filling online application, keep matric certificate,      
12th marks sheet & Domicile certificate ready for reference. 

(b) Register yourself on www.joinindiannavy.gov.in with your 
E-mail id, if not registered already. The E-mail id will be used 
for all future communication.

(c) ‘Log-in’ with the registered E-mail id and click on “Current 
Opportunities”

(d) Click on “Apply” (√) button.

(e) Fill up the Form completely. Before clicking the ‘Submit’
button make sure all the details are correct and all required 
documents are scanned in original and uploaded.

(f) Online applications will be further scrutinised for eligibility 
and may be rejected if found not eligible in any respect.

(g) Photograph.  THE PHOTOGRAPH TO BE UPLOADED 
SHOULD BE OF GOOD QUALITY WITH BLUE 
BACKGROUND.

VENUE
        BEWARE OF AGENTS/ CHEATS

“Personnel claiming rapport with the officials of Naval Recruitment Organisation may promise to get a candidate recruited and on the 
pretext may collect money. We would like to assert that there is no requirement for anyone to pay money to an individual at any stage 
of recruitment. You are advised to conduct yourself as a Law abiding citizen and refrain from using unfair means.”

10702-11-0317-1718

LAST DATE OF ONLINE APPLICATION – 24 FEB 2018

DISCLAIMER
The terms and conditions given in the advertisement are 
guidelines only and orders issued by the Government as 
amended from time to time will apply for the selected 
candidate.

ED/ACA/RECRUIT/2017-18             Dated Kohima, the           Feb 2018

CORRIGENDUM

GOVERNEMNT OF NAGALAND
DIRCTORATE OF SCHOOL EDUCATION

NAGALAND :: NAGALAND

Having detected errors, due to technical reasons, in the publication of G/T (Maths) General result Vide 
Departmental Notification No.ED/ACA/RECRUIT/2017-18 Dated Kohima the 22nd December 2017, the 
Department underwent a review of the result published and has made the necessary rectification. Hence, 
this corrigendum is issued and the erroneous publication is highly regretted.  
Roll. No of successful candidates for G/T (Maths)

B.T  Reservation (Maths)

Sd/-
(WONTHUNGO TSOPOE)

Director (HoD)

Sl. No Name Roll No
1 Shampa Dey 670
2 ASHOK KUMAR 112
3 SORENI ODYUO 685
4 WETSHOLO LOMI 820
5 ARENSEN AIER 854
6 LANUAKUM WALLING 41
7 Tirsha Thapa 741
8 Moasunep 459
9 MEYIJUNGLA JAMIR 514
10 Neichuvolie Shunyu 550
11 YANBOTHUNG P KITHAN 119
12 IMTISENLA IMCHEN 93
13 VINITUONO KROSE 798
14 LALPOUNG CHANGSAN 420
15 T ESTHER LOTHA 585
16 VANPHYO LOTHA 768
17 AIENLA LONGCHAR 186
18 MOAJUNGLA A LONGCHAR 720
19 Kaulakbe Zeme 332
20 IMNANUNGLA PONGEN 69
21 NEHKHOMANG HANGSING 463
22 NYANBENI ODYUO 241
23 RAVINDRA KUMAR PANDEY 613
24 LANUWAPANG IMSONG 425
25 Mayangmeren 472
26 Imlirenla Longkumer 87

27 Benjongwati Jamir 259
28 IMLIENLA 286
29 YANGERTOLA 280
30 JIMY MECH 218
31 MERENIENLA LONGKUMER 281
32 Takosunep Walling 701
33 ALEKHO KENNAO 350
34 PURLEMZUNG 608
35 KHRIEZOVONUO CHALE 375
36 BONTHUNGO YANTHAN 155
37 Taliwapang Pongen 703
38 TEMJENNARO JAMIR 712
39 IMLITONGZUK JAMIR 290
40 GYASULO WETSAH 256
41 Sashichungla J Aier 305
42 Pukhato Zhimo 607
43 Longshibeni Esther 239
44 LANKONTHUNG C JAMI 424
45 Vikedo Zutso 789
46 Limameren .S. Longkumer 687
47 Nipusa Chucha 008
48 Hutoi V Aomi 74
49 Imtimongba 508
50 Mutsilu Kezo 539
51 Mademshiba 94
52 Mughalu .H.yeptho 535

Sl.No Name Roll. No
1 SEZOLU NIENU 681
2 DONWIBO    NEWMAI 224

3 KEYISIELUNGBE 679
4 Wepeto Kapfo 818
5 TSHEWUZO RHAKHO 756

 KG-2340

INFORMATION
The Ralan Area Lotha Hoho, the Ralan Range Union Dimapur 
and Ralan Area Students' Union had a joint meeting dated 
20th Feb. 2018 and adopted the following resolution for 
peaceful and normal election within its jurisdiction. 
1. The three organization appeal the general public of Ralan 

Area to maintain a normal and peaceful environment 
during the election period. 

2. No Political parties/Groups/Individuals shall create any 
disturbances/hinderences during the election process. 

3. Any outsiders (Groups/Individuals) interfering/meddling 
in our area during the election period will be doing so at 
his/her own risk. 

Hayithung Kikon   Yihamo Humtsoe  Nehumthung Tungoe 
Chairman RALH   Chairman RRUD  President RASU

OFFICE OF THE
RALAN AREA LOTHA HOHO

Hq. Ralan Dist. Wokha

D-5068

NAME CHANGE
I, KUM. SADHANA PATNI 

(OLD NAME) SHOULD 
BE KNOWN SADHNA 

JAIN (NEW NAME) BY 
AFFIDAVIT NO.101/18, 

DT: 20.02.18.
 D-5067

Students walk along a street during a rally in support of ‘clean  
election,’ at Mokokochung town on Feb. 21. 

2 STATE
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Thursday, February 22, 2018

Students in Mokokchung put 
one in for ‘clean’ election

NNC for ‘Naga solidarity and sovereignty’ 

Notun Bosti Council 
wants poll riders kept

Body recovered 

Motorbike ‘recovered’ 

CEO asks government 
employees to be impartial

Dimapur, Feb. 21 (EMN): 
A day after the Ao Baptist 
Arogo Mungdang’s Clean 
Election rally in Mokok-
chung district, hundreds 
of  students marched 
through  the town on Feb. 
21, supporting the clar-
ion  for  free, fair, cred-
ible and corruption-free 
election through active 
participation of  students 
in the electoral process. 
Updates from the Mokok-
chung  IPR on Wed. in-
formed 

Ayusangla Jamir, a BA 
student of Patkai Chris-
tian College in Dimapur 
who is Systematic Voter’s 
Education and Electoral 
Participation (SVEEP) 
icon of the district, urged 
the students to be a cru-
sader for free and fair 

elections by being aware 
of their right to vote  in an 
electoral democracy. She 
lamented that their right 
have been ignored. This 

led to the ‘degeneration’ 
of  elections, she said.

Students  from six 
educational institutions 
including students from 

Fazl Ali College and Peo-
ple’s College participated 
in the rally. The extra as-
sistant commissioner 
of Mokokchung Luchui 
Fithu spoke about the 
objective of holding the 
rally and thanked the 
students’  community for 
their enthusiasm. 

The rally started from 
the Imkongmeren Sports 
Complex and culminated 
at the main police point 
in the heart of the town.

The students walked 
about a kilometre hold-
ing placards with mes-
sages that carried vari-
ous slogans seeking to 
remind  citizens that 
‘electoral participation 
is the responsibility of all 
eligible citizens’ and that 
‘to vote is your right.’

Dimapur, Feb. 21 (EMN): The Naga Na-
tional Council (NNC) has stated that the 
council stands for ‘Naga solidarity and sov-
ereignty’  and that it had nothing to do with 
the Indian-imposed elections. 

 “Of late, the frequent use of two hack-
neyed words namely, ‘Solution’ and ‘Elec-
tion’ in different phrases such as ‘Solution 
before Election’, ‘Election for Solution’, ‘Solu-
tion, not Election’ etc., have created much 
confusion in the minds of our people,” the 
NNC President Gen. (Retd.) Thinoselie M 
Keyho stated.

‘As the sole original and all-embrac-
ing political institute of the Naga nation, 
the NNC desires to make some clarifica-
tions,’ it added. 

Justifying its stand, the NNC said they 
believe that their case is not beyond human 
solution, provided it is taken up in fair deal, 
transparent, and holistic manner.

NNC does not believe in solution by 
taking the matter up faction by faction and 
on a piecemeal basis, it stated. Stating that 
the NNC is not against any settlement by 
anyone for sovereignty, the council asserted 
that any agreement should not weaken the 
past achievements nor block the way of fu-
ture progress by coming generations.

The president said the NNC felt that 
all Nagas should come together under one 
common platform. He also suggested that 
the best platform would be ‘the Naga’s first 
and original house or institute.’  Keyho 
opined that all should be included and giv-
en due importance for any collective ven-
ture or decision.  He asserted that any delay 
in settlement by any authority, be it India 
or Burma will only compound the problem 
and  any reckless or ‘ex-parte’ settlement 
leaving out some of people and lands will be 
incomplete and counter-productive.

Dimapur, Feb. 21 (EMN): The Notun Bosti 
Council (NBC) in Dimapur has directed all 
the area’s ‘khel’ chairmen and GBs to con-
vene a meeting to highlight and explain to 
residents a resolution about maintaining 
decorum and peace during the forthcoming 
assembly elections. This was informed by 
the council’s chairman E Jon Ezung on Wed. 
The points:
1. The executive committee of the NBC 

has  unanimously resolved to maintain 
‘peaceful atmosphere’ within its jurisdic-
tion during the elections.

2. Any intending candidate willing to ex-
press their party’s manifesto shall be 
given an audience.

3. Only genuine voters shall be allowed to 
cast their vote;  outsiders / bogus voters  
are  prohibited from doing so.

4. No political party will be allowed to or-
ganize youth camps within the jurisdic-
tion.

5. The council will take stern action against 
any person creating disturbances in the 
colony under the influence of alcohol. 

6. Senior citizens and persons with disabil-
ity will be given ‘voting privilege / prefer-
ence’ (first passage).   

Dimapur, Feb. 21 (EMN): 
The dead body of a non- 
Naga male of around 50 
years of age was found at  
the Military Farm, Army 
Supply Road, in Dimapur. 

According to a police 
report, no injury marks  
was found on the body  
during preliminary en-
quiries. The authorities  
suspect that the person  
may have died of illness. 

After legal formalities,  
the deceased was shifted 
to Civil Hospital’s morgue  
for post-mortem examina-
tion and identification, the 
police informed. Claim-
ants for the dead body, 
relatives and friends are 
requested to contact the 
officer in charge of Sub-
Urban Police Station.  

Dimapur, Feb. 21 (EMN): With   
elections to the l3th Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly about to 
be conducted, the chief elec-
toral officer of Nagaland Ab-
hijit Sinha  has appealed to all 
central and state government 
employees to maintain strict 
impartiality. 

“You should not only be 
impartial but you are required 
to conduct yourself in such a 
manner to inspire confidence 
in the public mind as regards to 
your impartiality. You are also 
not expected to take part in any 
political activities,” the DPRO 
has informed  in an update.

The CEO sought the atten-
tion of government employees 
to section-129, 134, and 134A 
of the Representation of peo-
ple Act of 1951, which restricts 
government servants from fur-
thering the prospect of any 
candidate; acting as polling / 
counting agents. There is  pen-

alty for breach of official duty 
in connection with the conduct 
of elections. These actions are 
punishable under the law, he 
informed.

‘Every employee is expected 
to promote the spirit of democ-
racy by actively participating  
but for a free, fair and peaceful 
elections. It is the responsibil-
ity of every employee being an 
agent of the government to edu-
cate the public on Best Practice 
during elections so as to elimi-
nate all electoral malpractice.’ 

Further, government of-
ficials appointed as returning 
officer, assistant returning of-
ficer, presiding officer, sector 
officers and security personnel 
have also been reminded to 
discharge their statutory duties 
without any partiality or fear. If 
any officer acts in contravention 
of the legal provisions, strict 
action will be taken against the 
individual, the CEO cautioned.

Dimapur, Feb. 21 (EMN): 
The NSCN (IM) has in-
formed that it has ‘re-
covered’ a two-wheeler, 
Yamaha FZ-S, green-black 
i n  c o l o r,  a n d   b e a r-
ing the Chassis number 
ME121C067A2011098 
a n d  e n g i n e  n u m b e r 
21C6011019. 

The rightful owner has 
been asked to claim the 
bike by producing  proper 
documents at the group’s 
‘UT’ office during office 
hours within one week 
from the date of publica-
tion of this note. The ‘UT’ 
secretary may be contacted 
at the number 8014620571.
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Former editor of Tir Yimyim, K Temjen Jamir.

Billy Graham in June 1994.
Credit: Paul M. Walsh/ Wikemedia Commons

Blood welts seen on the thighs of the victim who is currently in the 
hospital. 
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NPF at highest with 43

Evangelist Billy Graham dies at 99 Did not say to vote or not 
to for particular party —NBCC

Alleged NPF supporters 
tortures one in Chuchuyimlang

Election Watch: 114 ‘crorepati’, 
1 broke, 3 tainted candidates

Govt. issues warning 
against using state 
vehicles for campaigns 

Dimapur surveillance 
team seizes INR 10 lac

Former journalist walks unusual path as politician

Tribute to departed Christian icon

Washington, Feb. 21 
(IANS): Famed evangelical 
Christian pastor Billy Gra-
ham, a charismatic figure 
for decades in the US and 
counsellor to Presidents, 
died on Wednesday at the 
age of 99.

Graham passed away 
at his home in Mon-
treat, North Carolina, his 
spokesman Jeremy Blume 
told CNN.

He had dealt with a 
number of illnesses in his 
last years, including pros-
tate cancer, hydrocepha-
lus (a buildup of fluid in 
the brain) and symptoms 
of Parkinson’s disease.

In a 60-year career, he 
is estimated to have per-
sonally preached to 210 
million people and prayed 
with every US President 
since Harry Truman.

Several Presidents, in-
cluding Lyndon Johnson, 
George W. Bush and Bill 
Clinton, relied closely on 
his spiritual counsel.

Graham was a frequent 
guest at the White House 
and he delivered the invo-
cations at presidential in-
augurations and national 
political conventions. 

In the royal chapel 
at Britain’s Windsor Cas-
tle, he preached before 
Queen Elizabeth II and 
Prince Philip. He travelled 
to combat zones in South 
Korea and Vietnam to pray 
with US servicemen.

Graham is reported to 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 25° 11°

Agartala 32° 16°

Gangtok 18° 05°

Guwahati 28° 14°

Imphal 26° 08°

Itanagar 24° 13°

Shillong 18° 07°

Delhi 30° 15°

Kolkata 32° 18°

Chennai 32° 22°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 27° 14°
DIMAPUR 19° 08°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 72%
DIMAPUR Nil 91%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

To the mind that is still, 
the whole universe 

surrenders. 

~ Lao Tzu

Mirror Takes

“I haven’t seen my villagers 
so happy... If you have any 
property to sell, let us know 

first teeh sir..”

~ Arien
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region entertainment SportS

Nawaz Sharif disqualified as 
PML-N chief  |  P8

We have people’s support, says 
Rahul after massive road show 

in Shillong  |  P4

Williams says terrifying health 
scare almost killed her    |   P11

have persuaded over 3 million people to com-
mit their lives to Christianity and his preaching 
was heard in 185 of the world’s 195 countries, 
according to the Billy Graham Evangelistic As-
sociation.

“He was probably the dominant religious 
leader of his era; no more than one or two 
popes, perhaps one or two other people, could 
come close to what he achieved,” said William 
Martin, a former historian at Rice University 
and the author of “A Prophet with Honor: The 
Billy Graham Story.”

Graham kept himself untarnished by 
sex and money scandals that brought down 
evangelists and religious broadcasters like Jim 
Bakker and Jimmy Swaggart in the 1980s, the 
New York Times reported.

The Grahams lived in a 200-acre mountain 
retreat in Montreat. His wife, Ruth Bell Graham, 
died in 2007.  He preached his final revival 
meeting in New York in 2005 at the age of 86.

Graham is survived by his sons, the Rev. 
William Franklin III and the Rev. Nelson Gra-
ham, known as Ned; three daughters, Virginia 
Tchividjian, Anne Graham Lotz and Ruth Gra-
ham McIntyre; and numerous grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

Dimapur, Feb. 21 (EMN): The Nagaland 
Baptist Church Council (NBCC) on 
Wednesday clarified that it did not tell 
voters whether to vote or not to vote for 
any particular political party as ‘alleged’. 

A clarification from the media and 
publicity cell also stated that it have 
never appealed to the voters to vote for 
‘Naga Identity’. 

“ Although the church has come 
strong on communal force behind po-
litical party it has not gone to the extent 
of voicing out whether to vote or not to 
vote for a particular party. NBCC also 
has never appealed to the voters to vote 
for ‘Naga Identity.’ “

The press statement from the church 
council was meant to clarify the state-
ment sent out by the Convenor of the 
Clean Election campaign of the NBCC 
on Feb.20 that was published in the local 
newspapers on Wednesday. 

In the statement the convenor had 
stated that, “It [sic] also stated that, it is 
a time to choose our future with Chris-
tian and Naga identity and encourages 
its members to have allegiance towards 
one’s faith, rather than by going with any 
communal party, as Christians over the 
last 150 years and moreover, our Nagas’ 
slogan,- ‘Nagaland for Christ’ neither be 
misused nor be used for the benefits of 
any political party and individuals”. 

Along with the clarification the 
NBCC also stated that the council con-
tinues to ‘plead to the conscience of the 
voters’  that the matter ‘our faith plays 
an important role’ and appealed to the 
voters ‘not to be swayed away by any ill 
motives’.

“And in a time such as this NBCC 
stands clear on Clean Election platform 
to vote right and without influence,” it 
further added. 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Feb. 21 
(EMN): One person was 
allegedly abducted and 
beaten up by Naga Peo-
ple’s Front (NPF) support-
ers from Chuchuyimlang 
town in Mokokchung dis-
trict at around 9:00 on the 
morning of Feb. 21. 

The alleged victim, 
one Alemyanger, said to 
be aged about 56 years 
and hailing from Chu-
chuyimlang village, and 
a resident of Dimapur, is 
currently availing treat-
ment at Dr. Imkongliba 
Memorial District Hospi-
tal in Mokokchung. 

He disclosed to  East-
ern Mirror that he was 
standing outside a shop 
in Chuchuyimlang town 
to recharge his mobile 
phone when he was ap-
proached by an NPF sup-
porter and was asked to go 
along the latter. 

“I was standing out-
side a shop to recharge 
my phone when (the al-
leged perpetrator) who 
was known to me as he 
was from my village ap-
proached me and citing 
some excuse to talk some-
thing important in private 
I was taken to a deserted 
area where supporters of 
the NPF candidate were 
waiting for me,” he said.

He said that once they 
reached an isolated area, 
they started to beat him 
asking about the purpose 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 21 (EMN): Out of 
195 candidates contesting in 
the 2018 Nagaland assembly 
polls, 114 candidates from dif-
ferent political parties as well 
as independents are ‘crore-
patis’ / multi-millionaires, 27 
up from the 2013 elections, 
reveals an election watchdog 
report.

In partnership with the Na-
galand Election Watch and the 
YouthNet, Delhi-based Asso-
ciation of Democratic Reforms 
(ADR) released a pre-election 
watch report compiled from 
analysing self-sworn affida-
vits of the candidates. It was 
released at D’Cafe in Kohima 
on Feb. 21.

Nagaland Election Watch’s 
coordinator Hekani Jakhalu 
informed that out of 196 can-
didates, the groups managed 
to analyse the affidavits of only 
193 as those of two candidates 
obtained from the website of 
the Election Commission of In-
dia (ECI) were ‘badly scanned 

and not readable’ while for an-
other candidate, some pages 
were missing. 

The three candidates who 
were not included in the re-
port are Khongjah Konyak of 
the Naga People’s Front (NPF) 
from Tizit assembly constitu-
ency (AC), N Thongwang Kon-
yak of the NPF at Mon town 
AC, and Zale Neikha of the Na-
tionalist Democratic Progres-
sive Party (NDPP) at Southern 
Angami-II AC.

According to the report, the 
NPF has the richest candidates 
with 43 out of the 56, who were 
analysed, listed as millionaires. 
The NDPP has 24 ‘crorepatis’ 
out of the 39 analysed while 
13 out of 20 Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) candidates and 
12 out of 25 National People’s 
Party (NPP) also made it to 
the list. Others include seven 
out of 13 Janata Dal (United), 
seven independents, six Con-
gress (INC) out of 18, and two 
Nationalist CP out of 6. 

More on Page 4

Dimapur, Feb. 21 (EMN): 
A Static Surveillance team 
posted at the Pataki Bridge 
at Chumukedima in Di-
mapur on Feb.20  inter-
cepted a taxi coming from 
Kohima that was carrying 
INR 10 lac. without proper 
documents in support of 
the source and objective of 
the money being carried.

An update from the 
DIPR stated that the seized 
cash was being investi-
gated by the Income Tax 
department. Consider-
ing the objective of the 
Election Commission for 
‘clean,’ free and fair elec-
tions, it is being verified 
whether or not the cash 
was being brought for use 
for ‘corrupt practices in the 
election process.’ 

Dimapur, Feb. 22 (EMN): The Election Com-
mission of India has ordered that no govern-
ment vehicle should be used by any minister or 
member of the legislative assembly for election 
campaigns or electoral purposes. The Naga-
land administration issued a copy of a notice 
directing district and police administrations to 
take action against individuals breaching said 
protocol.  

Chief Secretary R Binchilo Thong reminded 
in the notice that the Election Commission of 
India had on Feb. 20 directed that no govern-
ment vehicle should be used by any of the 
ministers or legislators for election campaign. 

“Earlier all AHODs / HODs (administrative 
and departmental heads) have been directed to 
ensure that no vehicle is attached to any minis-
ters / MLAs beyond their entitlement. Even the 
vehicles which have been officially given to any 
ministers / MLAs is for official purposes only 
and in no case can be used for election related 
works,” the government stated. 

Accordingly, the notice stated, any govern-
ment vehicle being used for election campaign 
by any candidate should be seized immediately. 

“All deputy commissioners / superintendent 
of police in the districts should take immediate 
action in this regard. Action will also be taken 
against any AHODs/ HODs who allows misuse 
of official vehicles with any candidate,” it added. 

S Henlly Phom
Dimapur, Feb. 21 (EMN): 
The former editor of Ao 
vernacular newspaper Tir 
Yimyim, K Temjen Jamir, 
has since his schooling 
days treasured the idea of 
political affairs as a form 
of public service. He in-
volved in students’ politics 
then. Now he wishes to 
represent 22nd Arkakong 
assembly constituency in 
Mokokchung district in 
the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly as he joins the 
electoral fray. 

For more than a dec-
ade, Jamir had served as 
editor of the Ao vernacular 
and as president of the 
Nagaland Press Associa-
tion.  

When he  had the 
choice and opportunities 
to take advantage of any 
political party’s ticket to 
contest, Jamir chose in-
stead to fight the battle as 
an independent. He said 

Billy Graham was undoubt-
edly the greatest evangelist of 
the twentieth century whose 

life touched millions of lives across 
the globe including Nagaland, a 
tribute from a leader of the Angami 
Baptist Church Council stated on 
Wed.

“As he ascended into heaven 
this day, I believe his dearest Savior 
and Lord Jesus Christ had readily 
embraced him with these loving 
words –’Well done! My friend’ – and 
cheered by hosts of grateful people 

there at his homecoming,” V Atsi 
Dolie, executive director of the 
Angami Baptist Church Council, 
stated in a condolence message 
paying tributes to the departed 
Christian icon. 

The news of Dr. Billy Graham’s 
demise, the message stated, brings 
immense sense of loss. He was an 
“unparalleled man adorned with 
uncommon qualities, yet so hum-
ble and simple was Billy Graham,” 
Dolie stated. 

‘Billy Graham had made a re-

markable impression in Kohima 
with his “Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Crusade” in 1972, which elderly 
ones will fondly remember. His 
love for Jesus, untainted integrity 
and unswerving commitment to 
Jesus Christ are his trademarks,’ the 
message read. 

“Amidst the loss, we ought to 
celebrate his life for who he was – a 
man of God – and be thankful for 
such gift of God in our time. Yet, 
Billy Graham will be missed dearly,” 
the message added.      

to have liberty to express 
his aspirations that he has 
in mind for the people. 

Living up with the 
maxim “pen is mightier 
than the sword,” Jamir 
noted that critical com-
ments and appreciation 
from readers to his edi-
torials were a source of 
inspiration to write and 
work more for the people.  

‘People always encour-
aged me to join politics so 
now it is my responsibil-
ity to turn my writings 
and preaching into reality. 
Moreover, I don’t want to 
remain myself as mere 
critic and commentator 
on present state of affairs,’ 
Jamir said when queried 
about his shifting from 
journalism to politics. 

Jamir’s early inclina-
tion towards political af-
fairs led him to join poli-
tics as he observes and 
comments “we all become 
morally bankrupt and 
thoughtless and insensi-
tive to the needs of the 
people. It’s high time to 
change the image and 
perspective of leaders in 
the government by mak-
ing public service efficient 
and transparent.” 

The former editor does 
not shy away from opin-
ion: ‘Unfortunately our 
leaders become selfish, 
narrow minded and in-
sensitive to the needs of 
their own people that led 
to ruin our state.’ This was 
in reply to a query to him 
about the failure of the 
governments and politi-
cians in the state in whom 
the people no longer place 
their trust  whoever may 
become elected. 

More on Page 4

of his visit from Dimapur 
and accused him of work-
ing against their party’s 
candidate. He divulged 
that he was blindfolded 
and then taken to another 
place in a vehicle where 
more NPF supporters 
were waiting to assault 
him. 

“Once I was blindfold-
ed and my hands were 
tied, I was taken to an-
other place where they 
forced alcohol down my 
mouth and the beating 
became more severe while 
questioning about my 
visit to my native place 

and threatened to kill me 
as they suspected me to 
be working against their 
candidate,”  he said.

He said also that they 
later put some chemicals 
in his mouth after which 
he did not recollect any-
thing until regaining his 
sense at the hospital.

Relatives have said that 
an FIR had been lodged 
with the Changtongya 
police station and a letter 
of complaint has been in-
timated to Mokokchung’s 
deputy commissioner and 
to the returning officer of 
Changtongya.
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New Delhi, Feb. 21 (PTI): To iden-
tify and address the issues affecting 
economic growth in the Northeast, 
the Centre has set up a new forum 
with representatives from key 
central ministries and the state 
governments of the region.

The ‘NITI Forum for Northeast’ 
has been set up and is tasked to 
identify various constraints on the 
way of accelerated, inclusive and 
sustainable economic growth in 
the Northeast, an official statement 
said here today.

The forum, to be co-chaired by 
the Vice-Chairman of NITI Aayog 
Rajiv Kumar and Minister for the 
Development of Northeastern 
Region (DoNER) Jitendra Singh, 
will recommend suitable inter-
ventions for addressing identified 
constraints.

The forum will review the de-
velopment status in the Northeast 
and may examine and address any 
other issue which is of importance 
but not specifically spelt out in its 
terms of reference, the statement 

said.
The body may devise its own 

procedure to conduct its business, 
meetings, fields visits or constitu-
tion of sub-groups, it said.

The forum will have its Secre-
tariat in the Ministry of DoNER and 
its members will include secretar-
ies of ministries of road transport 
& highways, railways, power, water 
resources, river development & 
Ganga rejuvenation, new & re-
newable energy, health & family 
welfare, human resource develop-

ment, environment, forest & cli-
mate change.

Chief Secretaries of Northeast-
ern states of Assam, Sikkim, Naga-
land, Meghalaya, Manipur, Tripura, 
Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram 
will also be members of the forum. 

Secretary, North East Coun-
cil (NEC), Shillong will be Mem-
ber Secretary. The Joint Secretary 
(Northeast) in the ministry of home 
affairs, besides a number of experts 
from various fields will also be 
members of the forum.

Shillong, Feb. 21 (IANS): Thousand 
of people from all walks of life came 
out on the streets of the Meghalaya 
capital as Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi held a massive road show 
ahead of the February 27 assembly 
elections.

This is the first time that a top 
national politician has held a road 
show in the state, where the Congress 
is ruling for more than a decade and 
is confident to retain power. During 
his 10-km-long road show which 
stretched from the advanced landing 
ground in Upper Shillong to Khyndai 
Lad, Gandhi was greeted by young 
and old, even as he got down from 
the pick-up vehicle and shook hands 
with a cross-section of people.

He also undertook a short foot 
march and entered a motor garage 
appealing to them vote for the Con-
gress. “We have the people’s support 
and I am confident we will retain 
power in Meghalaya,” Gandhi told 
IANS after addressing his last leg of 
election campaign at Khyndai Lad, 
the main commercial town in Meg-
halaya.

In his speech on the occasion, he 
said: “The Congress is the spirit of 
freedom in this country, it is the voice 
of the millions and millions of people 
of this country and that is what we 
are defending here in Meghalaya be-
cause no matter how much money 
these people have, it doesn’t matter, 
how strong they are.. we will defeat 
them because we are for freedom 
and we are for the voice of the people 
of Meghalaya and voice of the people 
of the rest of the country

He also sought to caution the 
people about Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s attempt to “poison” one 
Indian person against another per-
son, one tribal person against an-
other tribal person, one dalit against 
another person from another caste.

“You (voters) have to give these 
people (BJP) a message not only in 
Meghalaya, you have to give them a 
message for the rest of the country 

and you have to tell them that ‘listen 
you cannot buy us, you cannot take 
our ideas away from us, you cannot 
crush us, you cannot take our way of 
thinking, you cannot take our lan-
guage, our music. 

“We will sing any song we want, 
we will play any instrument we 
want,” Gandhi asserted to thunder-
ous applause.

Attacking the BJP for offering 
money to churches ahead of the 
polls, he said: “Their entire idea is 
always to divide, to oppress and to be 
nasty. They think that they can come 
here and they can buy the church, 
the religion and God. 

“This is the level of arrogance 
that I find.... I don’t like to use strong 
words but I have no other word to 
use except the word disgusting for 
that is what it is. 

But it is disgusting.”
“They can buy some MLAs or 

they can form the government in 
Goa by buying a couple of people 
or they can form the government 
in Manipur by buying a couple of 
MLAs, may be they can even buy a 
couple of Congress MLAs in Meg-
halaya but they have the arrogance 
to believe that they can actually buy 
the church... can you imagine that?” 
he added.

Lashing out at Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for not condemn-
ing on attack on churches or other 
atrocities, Gandhi said: “Our Prime 
Minister can spend 1 hour 45 min-
utes explaining to little children 
how to pass exams, but he cannot 
spend five minutes condemning 
when churches in Madhya Pradesh 
are burnt, he could not spend five 
minutes condemning when a poor 
Dalit is butchered, he cannot spend 
five minutes when a Muslim man is 
butchered, when a tribal is butch-
ered.” Prior to his road show, Gandhi 
addressed an election rally at Jowai, 
the district headquarters in West 
Jaintia Hill, about 60 km from Shil-
long.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 21 (EMN): A 
sum of INR 7,85,16,000 was 
being spent annually in Ma-
nipur as stipend to armed 
cadres of two groups name-
ly the Kuki National Organi-
sation (KNO) and United 
People’s Front (UPF) who 
have signed a Suspension 
of Operations (SoO) agree-
ment with government.

Manipur Chief Minister 
Nongthombam Biren Singh 
disclosed this in his reply 
to queries raised by oppo-
sition Congress legislator 
Kangjubam Ranjit Singh of 
Sugnu constituency during 
the ongoing assembly ses-
sion on Wed.

There are 1122 cadres 
under KNO and 1059 cadres 
under UPF, Singh said. The 
amount incurred in paying 
the stipend to cadres were 
cent per cent borne by the 
central authority.

Singh informed that the 
SoO agreement with the 
armed groups under two 
conglomerates KNO and 
UPF was signed following 
an assurance that there 
should not be any demand 
for separate state.

The central government 
have signed SoO agreement 
for stopping counterinsur-
gency operations against 
21 armed groups under 
two conglomerates namely 
KNO and UPF on Aug. 22 
2008 where KNO and UPF 
represented eleven and 
eight Kuki militant outfits 
respectively.

Also Biren Singh in-
formed the house that the 
government has been tak-
ing up necessary legal steps 
by booking and arresting 
the individuals involved in 
the unwanted activities.

Responding to another 
query on report of involve-
ment of some cadres be-
longing to SoO signatories 
along (Imphal to) Moreh 
road, Biren Singh also as-
sured the house that the 
government will also take 
action if any.  He also in-
formed that one Mathur 
has been appointed as new 
interlocutor of the ongoing  
SoO between the KNO and 
UPF. Earlier in July 2017, the 
government had appointed 
former Intelligence Bureau 
Director Debendra Sharma 
as its interlocutor. However 
the centre appointed him 
to be Centre’s “special rep-
resentative” in Jammu and 
Kashmir in Oct. last year. 

Replying to another 
query by opposition MLA 
Kh Joykishan on providing 
security to some persons 
other than Ministers, MLAs, 
Ex-CMs and government of-
ficials, Singh informed that 
31 individuals were provid-
ed security based on threat 
assessment by state level 
review committee and also 
central agencies. Altogether 
255 security personnel in-
cluding 149 Manipur police 
personnel were utilised for 
the purpose. The remaining 
personnel belongs to CRPF 
and others.

Shillong, Feb. 21 (PTI): The Election Commission today 
banned publication of poll related advertisements in news-
papers 24 hours before polling and on the voting day on 
February 27 in Meghalaya in an attempt to ensure that no 
hate advertisements vitiate the election process.

The ban came in the wake of the Congress lodging a 
formal complaint yesterday with the Election Commission 
after the BJP released advertisements in some local dailies 
which the Congress felt it defamed chief minister Mukul 
Sangma.

“No political party or candidate or any other organisa-
tion or person shall publish any poll related advertisement 
in the print media on 26th and 27th February,” Election 
Commission Secretary Ajoy Kumar said in an order today.  
The direction in this regard has also been sent to presidents 
of all political parties and newspapers here for strict com-
pliance, the Commission official said.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Feb. 21 (EMN): The 
Autonomous State Demand 
Committee (ASDC), Karbi 
Student’s Association (KSA)  
and Karbi Nimso Chingthur 
Asong (KNCA) have jointly 
opposed the move of the 
government to make the 
people of Karbi Anglong 
living along the border with 
Meghalaya to exercise their 
franchise in the coming 
Meghalaya assembly elec-
tions. The was stated in a 
press note issued by said or-
ganisations on Feb. 21 Wed.

The press statement 
stated that just for narrow 
political gains the names of 
a number of people residing 
on the border with Megha-
laya are systematically and 
clandestinely included in 
the electoral rolls of Meg-
halaya by vested interest 
and Anti-Karbi Anglong 
elements operating in that 
part of the area.

The organisations in the 
release have demanded the 
Election Commission of In-
dia to delete all such names 

from the electoral rolls of 
Meghalaya on the  principal 
of one person one vote. In-
clusion of the names of the 
people of Karbi Anglong in 
the Electoral rolls of Meg-
halaya is constitutionally 
illegal as one person can en-
rol only in one constituency 
and cannot become double 
voters.

The move of the gov-
ernment is a danger as the 
inclusion of Karbi Anglong 
and North Cachar Hills in 
the framework Agreement 
of the Naga Accord because 
once people of Karbi An-
glong exercise their votes 
in the Meghalaya Assembly 
Election the people and the 
area would be deemed to be 
inside the territory of Meg-
halaya which would be em-
boldened the protagonists of 
Block-1 and Block-2 to carry 
forward their agenda, the 
release stated.

The statement was un-
dersigned by KSA General 
secretary Mandal Enghi and 
Daniel Teron, propaganda 
secretary, ASDC.

Guwahati, Feb. 21 (PTI): The Assam gov-
ernment today said it has intimated the 
Supreme Court of its inability to stick to the 
March 31 deadline for linking Aadhaar with 
various core services.

The state government has conveyed the 
message to the apex court via the Unique 
Identification Authority of India (UIDAI), a 
minister told the Assembly today.

“The Assam government has already 
intimated the Supreme Court through the 
UIDAI (about not sticking to the deadline), 
So, there is no need to panic (for linking 
the Aadhaar card),” Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Chandra Mohan Patowary told 
the Assembly.

The Income Tax Department has al-
ready excluded Assam from linking Aad-
haar by March 31, he claimed.

The issue was raised by All India United 
Democratic Front MLA Aminul Islam dur-
ing the Zero Hour.

Islam pointed out that the people in the 
state are apprehensive that various services 
like bank accounts and LPG connections 
might get frozen as the process of Aadhaar 
card distribution will begin only from 
March this year.

“The Supreme Court fixed the deadline 
of March 31 for linking Aadhaar. Poeple 
are in fear as they will not get Aadhaar by 
March. So, is the government doing some-
thing in this regard?” Islam asked.

Replying on behalf of Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal, who also holds the 
General Administration Department, Pato-

wary told the House that 92 per cent of the 
population in Assam do not have Aadhaar 
at present, so there is no need to panic.

He said the government has identified 
1,241 locations to set up ‘Aadhaar Kendras’ 
for starting the process of Aadhaar distri-
bution in the state and they will be ready 
to offer services by March 15.

Patowary said the UIDAI has cancelled 
the distribution of Aadhaar cards through 
its empanelled enrollment agency.

“The distribution process of Aadhaar 
cards was expected to begin from Decem-
ber 25 last year by a UIDAI empanelled 
enrollment agency. But on December 4, 
UIDAI informed the state government of 
scrapping the process to give the cards 
through the agency,” he added.

He informed the House that the UIDAI 
had asked to start the process through state 
government employees.

Accordingly, the state government has 
began the process and has set March 2018 
as the target to begin the Aadhaar card 
distribution by activating the Aadhaar Ken-
dras. The government has already directed 
the deputy commissioners of the districts 
to take necessary steps in setting up these 
Aadhaar Kendras and arrangements have 
been made to appoint one government 
employee as ‘verifier’ in each centre, Pato-
wary said. 

He also clarified that Aadhaar card has 
no relation with the citizenship issue or the 
update process of the National Register of 
Citizens.

Centre sets up new forum on NE We have people’s support, 
says Rahul after massive 
road show in Shillong

Manipur spends INR 7.85 cr. 
annually as stipend to UGs 

Election Commission 
bans publication of poll-
related advertisements

Orgs. oppose ‘voting’ 
by Karbis in M’laya border

Assam to miss March 31 
Aadhaar linking deadline

All are children of God and 
all are equal — Rijiju

Liezietsu warns of ‘alien 
forces’ alluding to NDPP-BJP

Dimapur, Feb. 21 (EMN): The Union Min-
ister of State for Home Affairs Kiren Rijiju 
on Wed. in his bid to allay fears created 
against the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
stated that religion was above everything 
and that ‘all are children of God and all 
are equal.’ 

“Religion is above everything. Chris-
tianity is serving the humanity...all are 
children of God and all are equal,” Rijiju 
said, addressing an election rally for BJP 
candidate of 30th Alongtaki assembly 
constituency Temjen Imna Along, at 
Longto in Mokokchung district, the media 
cell of the BJP informed. 

He stated that religion should never 
surface during elections and that reli-
gion and politics should never be mixed. 
On the other hand, he said, politics is a 
daily democratic affair and in a democ-
racy, elections are held every five years 
for which even if one supports a political 
party they should not condemn another.

Further, Rijiju said that in the past, the 
Alongtaki A/C people had elected a BJP 
leader to represent them and appealed 
to the people from the constituency to 
elect a BJP candidate again if they want 
‘acceleration of development’ in their 
constituency.

The statement also stated that earlier 
on Feb. 20 the Union minister while ad-
dressing  a rally  in Tizit in Mon district 
claimed that the ‘BJP is growing everyday 
in the state, some people are spreading 
false rumours and trying to create confu-
sion.’

“Mixing religion with politics is a sin. 

Who are these people misguiding the 
people?” Rijiju asked. He said that ‘every 
day the BJP is becoming more popular 
and in the past four years of BJP rule in the 
country, there has not been a single case 
of corruption against the BJP ministers or 
leaders.’  During the past 60 years of Con-
gress rule, Rijiju said that the Congress 
had ‘not brought any significant develop-
ment in the country and therefore had 
nothing to boast of its achievements but 
only criticize the BJP.’  
On alliance with NDPP
The Union minister also said the when the 
elections were announced for the state of 
Nagaland, every political party including 
the NPF and NDPP wanted an alliance 
with the BJP. He said that if the BJP was 
‘really hungry for power, it would have 
contested all 60 seats on its own.’ How-
ever, the BJP decided to have an alliance 
with a regional party—the NDPP—taking 
into consideration the future and aspira-
tions of the Naga people. 

The BJP’s leadership finally met in 
Delhi and took a decision that Nagaland 
being a “sensitive state” and its problem 
“unique” and with the ongoing political 
negotiations, there was felt a need for a 
regional political party led by a tall and 
senior leader. The minister said that for 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit  to 
the state on Feb. 22,  Tuensang was chosen  
because the eastern Nagas were facing the 
most hardships, the released informed.

“He (Rijiju) said Modi himself would 
announce what he can offer to the Eastern 
Naga people,” the statement added. 

Dimapur, Feb. 21 (EMN):  The president 
of the Naga People’s Front (NPF) Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu on Wed. utilised the 
ethnic and religion card warning that the 
unique identity and faith of the Nagas can 
be destroyed by ‘forces alien’ to the Naga 
people unless a firm stand was taken to 
‘speak the truth,  protect and preserve’ the 
Naga identity. 

Liezietsu was speaking at the kick-off 
rally of Kropol Vitsu, the NPF’s candidate 
at 15th Southern Angami assembly con-
stituency at Viswema in Kohima district,  
a press release from the media bureau of 
the party stated. 

 “During election, every political party, 
in order to woo voters, speaks and attacks 
other parties but the Naga people must 
realise that 2018 general election will 
struggling to protect themselves from the 
onslaught of forces alien to the Naga peo-
ple,” Liezietsu stated.

“Naga people not to fall under any 

temptation, or be lured away, since it is 
our freedom to choose any political party 
or leaders, but 2018 general election is not 
just a contest between the political parties 
for formation of government, but it will be 
a contest between Naga people and forces 
from outside the State which are alien to 
the Naga ways of life,” he added. 

He stated that the 2018 assembly elec-
tions was not just politics but a ‘moment 
for the Naga people to uphold the true 
spirit of being Nagas’ and that they ought 
not to forget their roots and identity.

He regretted that the current tenure of 
the  government witnessed crises one after 
another due to some corrupt leaders for 
which development in the state could not 
take place to the expectation of the people. 

 “I am happy that only committed, fresh 
and capable leaders were issued the party 
tickets,” he said adding that “those corrupt 
leaders have flocked together to either 
NDPP or BJP.”

Election Watch: 114 ‘crorepati’,.... 

Former journalist walks...
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Ramongo Lotha of the JD(U), a retired bureaucrat who is contesting for the 
first time from Sanis assembly seat, is the richest candidate with a total asset 
of INR 38,92,21,960. Former chief ministers KL Chishi (BJP) and Neiphiu 
Rio (NDPP) come close behind with INR 38 cr. and INR 36 cr. in that order. 

Eighteen candidates have assets worth more than the INR 10 cr. mark. 
Among the top 10 multi-millionaire candidates are five retired government 
officials. 

While Chishi’s wealth appear to have diminished by INR 12 cr. since the 
previous assembly elections, G Kaito Aye (JDU) who had INR 3.5 cr. in 2013 
has quadrupled his assets and currently has more than INR 14 cr. Others who 
have accumulated assets over the past five years include Rio whose wealth has 
increased by about INR 6 cr. from INR 30 cr. to INR 36.4; Yitachu (NPF) 
whose wealth leapt from INR 6.8 cr. in 2013 to INR 17.5 cr. in 2018, and 
Kuzholuzo Nienu (NPF) whose assets doubled from INR 5.4 cr. to INR 11.5 
in 2018. 

Twenty candidates out of 193 have declared liabilities. The top-three with 
the highest of liabilities are Tokheho (NDPP) from Dimapur-III AC with 
more than INR 2.5 cr., Toshipokba (NPF) from Aonglenden AC with INR 2 
cr. disputed liabilities; and KL Chishi with INR 89 lac.

In the low asset category: Akavi N Zhimomi of Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
at Ghaspani-I assembly seat has declared ‘zero asset’ in his affidavit while 
Congress’ T Ngampai Konyak at Phomching AC has recorded a total asset of  
INR 5000, Chingkai Konyak (NPP) has INR 10000 and K Kiko Konyak has 
around INR 20000. For the last three candidates, they have not provided the 
total in their affidavits and the aggregate had been calculated on the basis of  
details they provided in their affidavits.

According to the report, 166 candidates have declared their sources of  
income while 27 failed to furnish theirs.

Meanwhile, the ADR report states that three candidates—V Kashiho 
(BJP) at Seyochung-Sitimi AC, Toshipokba (NPF) of Aonglenden AC and 
Neiba Kronu (NDPP) of Pfutsero AC—have declared criminal cases against 
themselves in their affidavits.

As for the education details of the candidates, three have registered illiter-
ate while 52 declared their educational qualification to be between 8th pass 
and 12th pass; and 137 candidates declared graduate or over. 

In the age category: 61% of the candidates (117) are of the age group of  
51-80 years; 39% (75 candidates) are declared to be between 25 and 50 years. 
Only one candidate, Kejong Chang  (NPF) of Tuensang Sadar-II is over  80 
years of age.

As for the three candidates whose affidavits were not analysed, the NGOs 
have expressed concern at the efficiency of the election office  but have hoped 
that the chief electoral officer’s establishment would take up the matter in 
priority.

The organisations have informed that all the information about candidates 
in the report were extracted from the affidavits filed by candidates in their 
nomination papers. Jakhalu said that the report was brought out with the sole 
intention to help citizens make an informed choice as per the order of the Su-
preme Court (2003) making it mandatory for candidates contesting elections 
to declare their criminal, financial and other background details to citizens.

According to Jamir, leaders must apologise to the people for their mismanage-
ment and rededicate themselves to the service of the people for the elected 
representatives to regain the trust of the people. 

At the Town Hall forum organised by the Langpangkong Kaketshir 
Mungdang-Clean Election Campaign Committee (LKM-CECC) on Feb. 14 
at Changtongya town for 22nd Arkakong assembly constituency Jamir had 
declared that he was contesting the elections to fight corruption and ‘social 
evils both politically and socially.’ He had also vowed to the electorate ‘to fight 
for a clean government.’  Committed to his declaration, he asserted that his 
contesting in the polls was not against any political party or individual but 
against corruption. 

“I will proactively serve the state and her people with great care and hon-
esty. People should not suffer any longer for want of free quality education 
and medical care. It’s time to create jobs by exploiting natural resources and 
let our youth, educated or not educated, work according to their knowledge 
and ability. The state must make every citizen economically productive,” the 
journalist-turned-politician added.  
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Chief Electoral Officer, Abhijit Sinha, briefing the media personnel 
with updated information for the upcoming 13th NLA election on 
Feb. 21.

EM Images

NPF candidate ET Sunup and NDPP candidate Alemtemshi Jamir are seen addressing the election 
campaigns in their respective constituencies on Feb. 21.

Election campaign activities to stop on Feb. 27  

Bishop appeals for peaceful election

Bigwigs from rival parties 
launch poll campaigns in Mkg.Kohima Bureau

Kohima, Feb. 21 (EMN): 
With the date of polling 
to the 13th Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly—Feb. 
27— drawing near, the 
election establishment 
has ordered political 
parties and candidates 
to stop campaigning on 
Feb. 25 by 4 pm.

Informing this dur-
ing a press conference on 
Wed. morning, the chief 
electoral officer of Naga-
land (CEO) Abhijit Sinha 
has directed the parties’ 
‘star campaigners’ and 
others not from constitu-
ency in question to leave 
before 4 pm on Feb. 25.

The print and elec-
tronic media are also 
reminded that no ad-
vertisement of any type 
from the political parties 
and candidates should be 
published or broadcast in 
any manner after 4 pm 
on stated date.

Strongly advising the 
people to exercise the 
principle of ‘one man, 
one vote,’ Sinha remind-
ed that proxy voting is il-
legal. He iterated to elec-
tors that no proxy voting 
shall be allowed. He said 
for instance neither the 
head of the family should 
vote on behalf of family 
members nor the village 
council for villagers.

Presiding officers and 
polling parties are also 
directed not to allow such 

Dimapur, Feb. 21 (EMN): 
The bishop of Nagaland 
Rev. Dr. James Thoppil 
has appealed to the peo-
ple to maintain peace 
during the assembly elec-
tions and be responsible 
by abjuring all forms of 
violence and ‘aggressive’ 
campaigns. 

Iterating what was 
stated to be a ‘pastoral let-
ter’ of his, earlier, titled “A 
Catholic/ Christian per-
spective on voting,” the 
bishop invited people to 
follow the principles and 
values that reflect ‘clean’ 
election campaigns. The 
bishop also appealed to 
the conscience of indi-
viduals to exercise their 
fundamental right with 
utmost seriousness and 
responsibility. 

The ‘pastoral letter’ 
called voting one of the 
fundamental rights of a 
citizen in a modern dem-
ocratic state. The church 
teaches that there are 
three primary responsibil-
ities as citizens: to pay tax-
es, to defend the country 
and to vote (cf. Catechism 
of the Catholic Church no. 
2239-2240). Each of these 
responsibilities asked one 
to put the good of society 
and of the fellow citizens 
above that of an individual 
desires and needs. 

According the let-
ter, one has in the voting 
booth the privileged op-
portunity to contribute 
to the building up of a na-
tion and promotion of the 
common good by bring-
ing the values and teach-
ings of one’s faith to bear 
on the issues facing the 
society. 

The church does not 
tell whom to vote for, nor 
does she endorse an of-
ficial list of candidates 
or tell which party one 
should join. Christians 
are to use their right 
judgement and follow 
their consciences as they 
apply the teachings of 
Jesus and the core values 
of Christian faith to the 
choice they make in the 
voting booth. In the proc-
ess of following one’s con-
science, the social teach-
ing of the church which 
proclaims in unequivocal 
terms the importance of 
promoting the dignity of 
human person and hu-
man life. Promotion of 
common good can be a 
good guide and indicator 
for correct decision. It is 
also one’s duty to seek and 
understand the will of 
God prayerfully and seek 
enlightenment and guid-
ance from the teaching of 
the church, it added. 

Voting for money or 
material gain (selling 
one’s vote), proxy voting, 
exerting force, fraud or 
inducement for voting 
for a particular candi-
date, etc., are acts con-
trary to Christian values 
and principles, the bish-
op said adding that vot-
ing is a serious moral de-
cision that will affect not 
only the future course of 
the country and many 
innocent lives, but our 
own salvation as well. He 
also stated that one can-
not intentionally support 
moral evils or vote for a 
candidate who does such 
evils. 

Because one cannot 
objectively and subjec-
tively know ‘overt and 
covert intentions’ and as-
pirations of different ideol-
ogies proposed by various 
groups and individuals , 
the bishop appealed to the 
conscience of individuals 
to exercise their funda-
mental rights responsibly 
and with utmost serious-
ness. They are reminded 
to remember that one’s 
vote counts not only for 
the present but for the fu-
ture for them too. Voting 
is a means by which one 
lays the foundation and 
direction for the future, the 
bishop added. 

‘Modi army’ questions NBCC’s seriousness on graft 
Dimapur, Feb. 21 (EMN): A group calling 
itself the ‘Nagaland State Bharatiya Modi 
Army’ (BMA) has hit back at the recent 
press statements of Nagaland Baptist 
Church Council’s (NBCC) General Sec-
retary Rev. Dr. Z Keyho, ‘who seemed 
to have taken the role of judge in decid-
ing which political party to vote for and 
which party to reject in the coming state 
assembly election.’ 

It wondered ‘why after remaining si-
lent for so many years to corruption and 
injustices in the state, the NBCC chief 
has suddenly decided to join active poli-
tics through the doors of religion.’ It stat-
ed that Rev. Dr. Z Keyho’s ‘direct judge-
ment to reject a political party branding 
it as communal and anti-Christian was 
not only a violation of the election Code 
of Conduct but also against Biblical 
principles.’ 

While stating that corruption, nepo-

tism and injustice had ‘crossed all lim-
its in Nagaland,’ the BMA accused the 
NBCC’s general secretary of ‘choosing 
to ignore them but directed his outburst 
against the BJP, which is on a noble mis-
sion to end corruption and bring good 
governance in the state.’

The group’s president Nego HK Sema 
stated that there were ‘so many other is-
sues the church take up for the good of so-
ciety without getting too involved in poli-
tics and overly excited during elections.’ 

If the NBCC is concerned about cor-
ruption and ‘clean’ elections, the group 
stated, start its mission in Kohima ‘as all 
development funds send by the Centre 
are swallowed up by the fat and loyal 
congregation (politicians and bureau-
crats) in the capital itself.’ 

With the coming election, it said 
the people have the choice to vote for a 
change and a new government. 

Our Correspondents
Mokokchung, Feb. 21 (EMN): Two 
former bureaucrats from rival political 
parties namely NDPP candidate Ale-
mtemshi Jamir from 25 Mongya assem-
bly constituency and NPF candidate ET 
Sunup from 29 Jangpetkong assembly 
constituency have launched their elec-
tion campaign in their respective con-
stituency on February 21.

Retired chief secretary of Nagaland 
and currently the Nationalist Democrat-
ic Progressive Party (NDPP) candidate 
for 25th Mongya assembly constituency 
in Mokokchung district Alemtemshi 
Jamir has appealed to the electorate to 
give him a ‘chance’ as the state goes to 
the assembly elections. He has assured 
to provide good governance, transpar-
ency, accountability and Rule of Law. 

Addressing supporters at Chuchuy-
impang community hall on Wed., Ale-
mtemshi Jamir assured that the NDPP 
will be forming the state’s new govern-
ment ‘because the party has a clear vi-
sion in their manifesto and agenda.’

The party’s working president as-
serted also that the party will be focus-
ing on establishing a good government 
and ‘deliver good governance’ to the 
people. According to him, the party will 
bring change ‘to the system’ and fulfil 
the aspirations of the people ‘based on 
transparency, accountability, and Rule 
of Law.’

To accommodate unemployed 
youths, Jamir said, the party will ‘use 
land as their best asset to develop the ag-
riculture sector, converting it into com-
mercial production and post-harvest 
activities for business and employment.’

He added that apart from promoting 
women empowerment, the party will 
also ensure gender equality.

Alemtemshi Jamir will face former 

minister Dr. Ngangshi K Ao of the Naga 
People’s Front and S Supongmeren Jamir 
of the National People’s Party, a former 
MLA. 25th Mongya assembly constitu-
ency has about 15, 898 voters of which 
7773 are males and 8119 are females.

Meanwhile, NPF candidate for 29 
Jangpetkong AC and former bureaucrat 
ET Sunup kicks off his election cam-
paign at various village in his constitu-
ency.

Taking a dig at his political opponent 
from NPP during his speech at Mon-
gchen village, he questioned how a new-
ly formed party from a small state like 
Meghalaya could look after the welfare 
of the Nagas in general when they have 
their own problem of their own.

He also said that NPF as a party have 
become clean as ‘all the trouble makers’ 
have been rooted out from the party and 
has been replaced by fresh and capable 
leaders and candidates who stand by the 
party principles.

Sharing his manifesto to the gather-
ing, he shared his plans to make Mang-
kolemba as a district and make Along-
kima as an administrative sub-division 
and also install an administrative centre 
at Longnak.

If elected, he promised to identify 
various places in the area and exploit it 
to promote tourism at Jangpetkong. He 
also shared his vision to look after the 
welfare of the youth in the field of em-
ployment by giving various trainings 
and tools for self employment.

He also promised to look into the 
plight of road connectivity in the area 
as well as proper healthcare centre in all 
the villages under Jangpetkong. He also 
gave his word to give more emphasis in 
education sector while not neglecting 
the water and electricity problems faced 
by the people in Jangpetkong area.

Postal ballot centre set up 
for poll personnel in Dimapur 

Zhaleo hopeful of NDPP victory

Prohibition of exit polls

Forum wants Rijiju to speak 
for other minorities too 
Dimapur, Feb. 21 (EMN): While welcom-
ing the statement of the Union minis-
ter of state for Home Kiren Rijiju—his 
‘promise’ to ‘protect’ the Christian ma-
jority state of Nagaland and their reli-
gion and culture—the Nagaland Joint 
Christian Forum (NJCF) has nonetheless 
termed it unfortunate that he ‘confined 
his declaration only to the Christians in 
Christian-majority states.’ He fell short 
of making a statement addressing the 
state of affairs in the country in general, 
the forum stated. 

Speaking on behalf of minority com-
munities in India, the forum advocated 
‘unity in diversity and not unity in uni-
formity’ in the country. The forum main-
tained that in a country where regions 
and peoples are divided based on reli-
gion and culture it was important that 
the country maintained its secular fab-
ric—respect each other’s differences. 

“It is not the BJP but the forces of RSS 
and VHP that are persecuting the Chris-
tians, demolishing the worship places 
and most terribly burning of the Bible,” 

the forum’s vice president Rev. Dr. N Pa-
phino stated in a press release.

Stating that other minorities—ethnic 
and religious groups in India—have also 
faced atrocities, the group accused Rijiju 
of ‘talking about the past’ and failing to 
address the ‘recent past and the present’ 
when Christian minority were being 
targeted. He said that churches in Naga-
land shall not allow the forces of the RSS 
into the land. 

On Rijiju’s remark that he would leave 
politics “if during our reign, any church 
and Christians in the state (Nagaland) 
are persecuted,” the forum wished him 
to make such a statement addressing the 
entire country. 

Further, the NJCF questioned Rijiju if 
he was ‘blind to what is happening in In-
dia where in the country south, churches 
are being demolished and worshippers 
made to weep and plea for their case.’ 
The organisation added that it would 
‘appreciate and hold him in high esteem’ 
if he would make such a bold statement 
on behalf of the country’s minority too. 

Dimapur, Feb. 21 (EMN): The district 
election officer (DEO) of Dimapur 
Sushil Kumar Patel has informed that 
a centre for the purpose of casting 
postal ballot would be opened at Di-
mapur Government College, near the 
DC Court junction in Dimapur on Feb. 
23 from 10 am for personnel requisi-
tioned for polling duty. 

The DEO clarified that it would be 
the last of such centres for personnel 
to cast their ballot. In this regard, polit-
ical parties and contesting candidates 
are requested to sent their agents to 
ensure a free, fair and transparent 
casting of postal ballots.

The DEO issued a separate noti-
fication for polling personnel eligible 
for the postal ballot. It informed poll-
ing personnel who have applied for 
Form 12 to be issued with postal bal-
lot, to be physically present on Feb. 24 
at the postal ballot centre, conference 
hall of the Taxes Commissioner ‘s of-

fice of Dimapur between 10 am to 3 
pm to receive and cast the postal bal-
lot. They are to present valid identity 
proof. The personnel for whom the 
notification is meant: Police person-
nel and polling duty personnel regis-
tered as voters in other districts and all 
government employees in Dimapur 
district requisitioned for election duty 
as sector officer, flying squad team 
members, static surveillance team 
members, video surveillance team 
members, expenditure monitoring 
team members, drivers etc., and all 
government employees detailed for 
election duty.

The DEO clarified that postal bal-
lot for the aforementioned employees 
would be issued only at the designated 
location as has been mentioned and not 
through any other means. The estab-
lishment has reminded that it shall be 
the last of such ‘facilitation’ centres for 
the personnel to cast the postal ballot. 

Dimapur, Feb. 21 (EMN):  
A candidate of the Nation-
alist Democratic Progres-
sive Party (NDPP) for 5th 
Ghaspani-II, Zhaleo Rio, 
has expressed confidence 
that the party would ‘usher 
in change at an unprec-
edented level for all round 
development through sta-
bility and unity under the 
leadership of (party’s chief 
ministerial candidate) 
Neiphiu Rio.’

This was stated in a 
press release issued by The-
jangukho Yalietsu, press 
secretary of the NDPP for 
5th Ghaspani-II assembly 
constituency.

Speaking during an in-
duction ceremony for new 
members at his residence 
on Feb. 19, the bureau-
crat-turned-politician was 
stated to have explained 

that the political situation 
in Nagaland had ‘became 
precarious due to several 
reasons and policies of the 
government while acting 
deaf, dumb and blind to the 
needs of the people.’ 

Expressing optimism, 
Zhaleo Rio was of the view 
that people were the ‘best 
to judge’ over who can bear 
burdens and responsibili-
ties for them. He was stated 
to have added in his address 
that voters were the ‘deci-
sion-makers for tomorrow.’  

Also, the candidate 
spoke about a ‘large con-
stituency like Ghaspani-II’ 
as one that has ‘hundreds 
of problems in relation to 
social as well as political 
affairs.’ Rio was optimis-
tic that the party would 
emerge with flying colours 
in the elections.

The Election Commission of India has also notified 
that the period between 7:00 am of Feb. 18 and 4:30 
pm of Feb. 27  as the period during which conduct 
of exit poll and publishing or publicising by means 
of the print or electronic media or dissemination 
in any other manner shall be prohibited. This was 
announced by the media cell of the Chief Electoral 
Officer (CEO) on Wednesday.

Kohima Diocese calls for prayer
Dimapur, Feb. 21 (EMN): 
Heeding to the call of 
Pope Francis, the Dio-
cese of Kohima (Catholic 
Church) has called for a 
day of prayer and fasting 
on February 23.

Pope Francis, at the 
conclusion of the Angelus 
Prayer on February 4 at 
Vatican, proposed a day 
of prayer and fasting for 
peace in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, South 
Sudan and in the entire 
world to be held on Feb-
ruary 23 of the first week 
of Lent.

Bishop’s House, Ko-
hima, said the proposed 
day of prayer and fasting 
during this week is also 

relevant to Nagaland as it 
will go to poll on Febru-
ary 27.  The bishop has 
invited all believers to ob-
serve the day for a peace-
ful election. 

It stated that Pope 
Francis had urged the 
members of the church 
to take up the Lenten 
journey with enthusiasm, 
sustained by almsgiv-
ing, fasting and prayer. 
He proposed 24 hours for 
the Lord, during which all 
church community is to 
celebrate the sacrament of 
reconciliation in the con-
text of Eucharistic adora-
tion. This will take place 
on March 9 and 10, a press 
communication stated.

NSF demands immediate 
release of study materials 
Dimapur, Feb. 21 (EMN): 
Naga Students’ Federa-
tion (NSF) has demanded 
the state government and 
department of school 
education to release text 
books, study materials 
and school uniforms for 
the students of govern-
ment schools at the earli-
est.

A press release from 
the NSF president, Keso-
sul Christopher Ltu and 
general secretary, Imtiya-
pang Imsong demanded 
that the stitching cost for 
uniform should be paid 
to students ‘if the uni-
forms are to be given in 
cloth materials.’ 

It cautioned that the 
federation would not hes-
itate to close down the di-
rectorate of school educa-
tion and the offices of the 

implementing agencies 
(mission offices) if it fails 
to address the matters.

NSF had, on October 
22, 2017, served a repre-
sentation to the school 
minister expressing seri-
ousness in delaying dis-
tribution of text books, 
study materials and 
school uniforms for the 
past few years. 

The federation said 
a reminder letter was 
served to the education 
minister again on Janu-
ary 25. It lamented that 
almost all the govern-
ment schools, which had 
re-opened by the second 
week of February as di-
rected by the department 
of school education, were 
yet to receive even a sin-
gle set of text books and 
study materials.

Mokokchung DC asks BLOs to be neutral  
Dimapur, Feb. 21 (EMN): The district 
election officer (DEO) of Mokokchung 
Sachin Jaiswal has directed booth level 
officers (BLOs) to maintain absolute neu-
trality during distribution of photo voter 
slips.

In a notification issued on February 20, 
the DEO also directed BLOs to obtain the 
signature or thump impression of the per-
son to whom the photo voter slips is deliv-
ered and not to allow bulk distribution.

He has also directed the Returning Of-
ficer to monitor the distribution of photo 

voter slips with the help of sector officers 
and to ensure that all photo voter slips are 
properly distributed and duly accounted 
for. 

He also informed that the Observer 
would use the service of the micro ob-
servers and sector officers to carry out 
random checks and ensure distribution 
of the photo voter slips in an effective 
manner and to address complains re-
ceived, if any, from any quarter about the 
conduct of the BLOs while distributing 
these slips. 

a malpractice in their as-
signed polling stations. 
As and when such a mal-
practice is detected, Sinha 
said, the vote in question 
at the polling station will 
be nullified and action 
will be initiated against 
the offender as well as the 
polling official.
All women polling 
teams
To encourage women’s 
participation in the elec-
toral process and to mo-
tivate them to vote, Sinha 
said that 177 all-women 
polling teams out of 2156 
polling stations have 
been set up across 12 
election districts. 

Mokokchung has the 
highest number of all-
women polling teams 
with 32; Mon has 30; Di-

mapur has 26; Wokha 20; 
Longleng 16; Tuensang 
15; Peren 11; Kohima 
nine; Pughoboto seven; 
Zunheboto six and Phek 
has five. It was informed 
that there were no reports 
so far from Kiphire dis-
trict about the matter.

Sinha said that efforts 
are being exerted to en-
sure minimum facilities 
as desired by the Election 
Commission of India. The 
facilities include electric-
ity, drinking water, toi-
lets, ramps etc at all the 
2196 polling stations. He 
informed that there were 
2510 voters in the state 
who had disability.
Voter guide
About 4,20,000 house-
holds across the state will 
be given a ‘voter guide’ 

containing information 
about the date and time 
of polling; contact details 
of booth level officers 
(BLO); important web-
sites, help-lines; required 
documents for identifi-
cation at the polling sta-
tions; instructions about 
how to vote; electronic 
voting machines (EVM) 
and Voter Verifiable Paper 
Audit Trail (VVPAT), and 
facilities being provided.

Important informa-
tion including the dos 
and don’ts for voters at 
the polling station have 
been printed in Nag-
amese and distributed to 
households along with 
the photo voter slips by 
the booth level officers.

Alternative photo 
identity documents
Further, Sinha informed 
that electors who have 
been issued with Elec-
toral Photo ID Card 
(EPIC) shall produce it 
for identification at the 
polling station before 
casting their votes. Elec-
tors who are not able to 

produce the EPIC shall 
have to produce alterna-
tive photo identity docu-
ments to establish their 
identity. The alternative 
documents are passport, 
driving license, service 
identity cards with photo; 
passbooks with photo-
graph by banks/post of-
fice; PAN card, smart card 
issued by RGI under NPR; 
MNREGA job card, health 
insurance smart card is-
sued by the ministry of 
Labour, Pension docu-
ment with photograph; 
authenticated photo 
voter slips issued by elec-
tion establishment; offi-
cial identity cards issued 
to MPs/MLAs/MLCs and 
Aadhaar card.
Photo voter slips
To help voters know the 
location of their polling 
stations and other details, 
Sinha informed that voter 
slips bearing the photo-
graph of the elector is be-
ing distributed to all who 
are enrolled by the district 
election officers through 
the BLOs.
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Please Be 
Reminded

W
ith electioneering picking up in full 
swing across Nagaland, reports of 
cases of violence are also seeing an 
increase. The call by the church in the 

state for clean elections to shun violence and other 
malpractice during the elections did not have its 
desired effect in many areas. The violence contin-
ues although now it is in fewer number of places 
compared to that of other years. The inducement 
and the flow of alcohol are sure to continue in most 
parts of the state although all the political parties 
signed the 18-point pledge. However it is anybody’s 
guess that the incidences of violence are from areas 
where force is being used to secure votes against the 
spirit of democracy. So diktats in the name of vari-
ous pseudo customary groups are issued to ensure 
votes for only one candidate from a khel/colony/
village/area etc. There were also two points in the 
pledge that was included to curb election-related 
violence by supporters. One was the restriction 
about setting up ‘youth camps’. The other pledge 
was to restrict holding feasts, picnics, and proces-
sions. It is now clear that the areas where use of 
force was the intention the two pledges are being 
violated. The clean election campaign and its as-
sociated pledge is a moral issue as stated by the 
Nagaland Baptist Church Council (NPCC) with the 
onus being on the candidates and the voters. How-
ever the church body too might have been caught 
unawares in uncertainty that was created by the ‘so-
lution not election’ campaign, which was launched 
just before the announcement of the assembly 
elections. The NBCC should also be reminded that 
of the many points in the pledge, a few points indi-
cate that it still have some role to play in the forth-
coming electioneering process than get involved in 
religion politics at the eleventh hour. All is not lost 
as there are very good signs of improvement from 
many areas of Nagaland. If not the inducement and 
alcohol, the use of force and violence at least needs 
to be curbed and the church needs to remind all 
about the pledge so that there is free and fair voting 
on the polling day.

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

When people speak out of sheer 
ignorance, one cannot help 
but wonder where the future 

of a nation is heading to? Today the BJP 
party is at the receiving end owing to 
misinformation, propaganda and self-
ish interests spread by some political, 
religious or so-called secular leaders. 
The sad part is that these leaders are 
equally in the dark about the issues they 
are attacking with all passion and so re-
duced to the blind leading the blind.

Today, the BJP’s candidates in dif-
ferent parts of the state are being tar-
geted as anti-Christians. And though 
we have been maintaining a dignified 
silence not to embarrass the ignorance 
of many of our people who are holding 
high and sanctimonious offices, we are 
compelled to highlight a few truths to 
enlighten the general populace who are 
being misled by few so-called enlight-
ened leaders.

While the BJP acknowledge the 
concern and apprehension of the vari-
ous organizations in the state about the 
threat perception on minorities, the 
BJP would however like to make clarifi-
cations to dispel such misconceptions.

First and foremost, all the BJP can-
didates in Nagaland are Christians and 
remain committed to protect and de-
fend our faith at all cost. Our candidates 
are all members of one church or the 
other and at this very crucial juncture 
leading up to the elections, we want to 

request the churches to pray for their 
members so that they can fulfill the 
will of God in the manner that they are 
called to.

Just as the Union Home Minster for 
Sate, Kiren Rijiju, said the elected BJP 
leaders in Nagaland belong to the Naga 
community and not from other parts 
of India, the question of them doing 
anything which will not be in the favour 
of the people is unthinkable. They will 
only be receiving the support from the 
Centre which will ensure timely devel-
opment and progress in the state.

The issue of Hindutva is also being 
raised to malign the party. However for 
those who raise this issue to realize, are 
they aware that Hindutva is not a reli-
gion as many supposed to be so, but 
a ‘way of life’ just as we have our own 
‘Naga way of life.’

In 1995 Supreme Court passed a 
judgement that “Hindutva was a way 
of life and not religion. The Encyclo-
paedia Britannica states “Hinduism is a 
blanket term covering several religions 
and does not refer to a single religion”. 
Throughout India’s ancient history the 
word Hindu was never meant to denote 
a religion.

And for the sake of argument if we 
are to agree that if indeed “Hindutva” is 

to be imposed in the country, would it 
be possible? Ninety-three-year old Jus-
tice (rtd), Rajinder Sachar, who headed 
the Sachar Committee, which studied 
the socio-economic and educational 
status of the Muslims in India, in an 
interview declared that “It is not possi-
ble and when I say not possible, I mean 
there will be lots of resistance. If India 
declared itself a Hindu Rashtra, it will 
not progress. There will certainly be 
resistance by Hindus themselves in dif-
ferent parts of the country. They will be 
the biggest hurdle”.

A champion of civil liberties for 
decades, the 93-year-old former chief 
justice of the Delhi High continued 
that “(The Shiromani) Akali Dal in Pun-
jab will never want a Hindu Rashtra. It 
will not support it. Minorities, not only 
Muslims, but Christians and Sikhs are 
also against it. Who wanted the British 
Empire? Nobody wanted British rule. 
Ultimately, people fought against it and 
won.”

The other issue that is being raked 
is that of the RSS or the “Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh” or the National 
Volunteer Organisation which is an 
organisation primarily driven by the 
guiding principal of “Selfless service to 
the nation”.

One thing is to be clearly under-
stood that the BJP is not a political arm 
of the RSS as many claim but is a purely 
political organisation that draws part of 
its ideologies from the RSS. A number 
of people who were part of the RSS 
joined politics and became part of the 
BJP. However, it does not mean that all 
the BJP members are the members of 
the RSS.

Though there are fears that the BJP 
coming to power will disturb the situa-
tion in the state, the state BJP will stand 
firm to ensure that the Interest of the 
Naga people will be guarded.

For those who are also following 
the political events in the state, it will 
be pertinent to remember that which-
ever party comes to power in the state 
will have to work with the BJP party in 
the Centre. So it will be in the interest 
of all to maintain healthy decorum as is 
befitting to respectful members in our 
society.

And as for the coming election, we 
would like to urge those leaders going 
on overdrive to mix politics and reli-
gion to “Render unto Caesar the things 
which are Caesar’s and not try to bring 
further confusion.” Trust the electorate 
to decide what is best for them: cor-
ruption or corruption-free governance, 
public development or personal devel-
opment, progress or stagnancy.
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The Blind Leading the Blind

Although we cannot anticipate the 
trials of life, we can pray to our Father 
who fully understands what we face.

“The captain has turned on the seat belt sign, 
indicating that we are entering an area of turbu-
lence. Please return to your seats immediately 

and securely fasten your seat belt.” Flight attend-
ants give that warning when necessary because in 
rough air, unbuckled passengers can be injured. 
Secured in their seats, they can safely ride out the 
turbulence.

Most of the time, life doesn’t warn us of the 
unsettling experiences coming our way. But our 
loving Father knows and cares about our strug-
gles, and He invites us to bring our cares, hurts, 
and fears to Him. The Scriptures tell us, “This High 
Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, for he 
faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did 
not sin. So let us come boldly to the throne of our 
gracious God. There we will receive his mercy, and 
we will find grace to help us when we need it most” 
(Hebrews 4:15–16 nlt).

In seasons of turbulence, going to our Father 
in prayer is the best thing we can do. The phrase 
“grace to help us when we need it”—means that 
in His presence we can be “buckled” in peace dur-
ing threatening times, because we bring our con-
cerns to the One who is greater than all! When life 
feels overwhelming, we can pray. He can help us 
through the turbulence.

Father, sometimes life is overwhelming. Help 
me to trust You with all the turbulent moments, 

knowing how deeply You care for my life.

DAILY

PATH
Buckling Up!

BIBLE READ:  HEBREWS 4:11–1
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Let us then approach God’s throne of  
grace with confidence.  

~  Hebrews 4:16

1. Shall not buy votes with money.
2. Shall not insist/force Clan, Khel, Village, and family to declare support for a  par-

ticular candidate.
3. Shall not bribe the voters with money or materials.
4. Shall not distribute party money or provide party-based development work dur-

ing election time.
5. Shall not distribute alcohol, drugs, or other intoxicants to voters.
6. Shall not set up camps in colony/khel/vlllage/town.
7. Shall not put up flags and posters on an individual household except in party of-

fice and house of the candidate.
8. Shall not provide feasting, picnic, or go for procession.
9. Shall not use force, intimidation and undue influence to the voters.
10. Shall not use the support of underground/NPGs for threatening voters.
11. Shall have a dear and realistic manifesto.
12. Shall avoid house to house campaign.
13. Shall discipline the party workers and educate them with CEC instructed by the 

NBCC.
14. Shall not use/spread false propaganda for personal gain.
15. Shall not be involved in booth capturing and any other activities which are unbe-

coming of any political party.
16. Shall  deliver peace,  justice, and development for our people
17. Shall participate in the Common Platforms organized by the Clean Election com-

mittee.
18. Shall support NBCC-CEC guidelines in letter and spirit, and cooperate with all the 

initiatives of  Association level CEC-Core Committee.
Issued in public interest

The Pledge Signed by Political Parties 
and NBCC For Clean Elections

There are hardly q few precious days left to elect 60 
members of the Nagaland Legislative Assembly for 
which more than 150 aspirants are in the ‘Frying 

Pan’ vying for the coveted posts. Within a week some will 
be made instant Kings or Queens and sadly some will be-
come paupers. The new Kings and Queens will start pur-
chasing buildings and land, while the losers will be made 
to sell buildings and land. The winners will instantly come 
under the limelight while the losing faces will disappear 
from the scene without even a farewell. It is an opportune 
time for money lenders to make huge profits by lending 
money as presently there are many  aspirant’ borrow-
ers waiting in the queue. The battle lines have now been 
drawn in every constituency for the final assault either to 
do or die. Almost mirroring what wars must have been 
like in the olden days, every citizen will take part in the 
battle of ballots!

Within a week Kohima will be crowded with people 
drawn from every nook and corner of Nagaland. These 
will include every leader, aspirants, tribal representatives, 
party sympathisers and opportunists. Hotel and Guest 
Houses will make brisk business. There may not be much 
headache on the issue of choosing a leader but perhaps 
there may be some tremor while forming the new Gov-
ernment. Hopefully this time around there will not be a 
need to form the New Government from the Kazaringa 
guest house. Who will be inducted in the new Ministry is 
presently more of a question than an answer, though I al-
ready suspect some leaders might be carrying their list of 
Shadow cabinet in their pockets, gesticulating and com-
manding their Lieutenants to be loyal. Nevertheless, cut 
throat competition for eking out a birth in the Ministry 
will be some of the prickly issues and unavoidable burden 
that will give the new leaders sleepless nights in the com-
ing days.

The new Ministry will be constituted after dumping 
cores and cores of rupees in a State that is one of the poor-
est and smallest States in India. Why worry anyway! Don’t 
we claim often that our culture and society is unique?

Election is a time that comes once in 5 years for the 
Voters to make some extra pocket money. Most of them 
are either paid, bribed or awarded while some go to the 
extent of making exuberant demands. Again, why worry! 
The attitude being- it is better to make hay while the sun 
shines. Many in fact would want the election to come eve-
ry year. Because it has become a norm for voters to con-
sider payment manifesto more important than the party 
manifesto as they have witnessed that party manifesto 
will disappear as soon as election is over.

The Debate on the issue of Clean Election will con-
tinue long after the conduct of election. Presently this is-
sue is hotly discussed in the seating rooms whereas, in the 
inner rooms heavy payments are made in silence. Of all 
the things said and done, let us not forget that though the 
constitution provides a number of Scheduled Tribe Con-
cessions,  let us remember that before God the All Mighty 
Father there is only one Constitution provided…God will 
bless those that dispenses justice and punish those that 
deny them. May God’s Justice prevail.

Tali Longkumer (IAS Rtd)

A team of scientists has identi-
fied a new shark species resid-
ing in the Atlantic Ocean. Using 

genetic testing, the study confirmed 
that the new species, named the “At-
lantic sixgill shark”, is different than its 
counterparts in the Indian and Pacific 
Oceans.

“We showed that the sixgills in 
the Atlantic are actually very different 
from the ones in the Indian and Pacific 
Oceans on a molecular level, to the 
point where it is obvious that they’re 
a different species even though they 
look very similar to the naked eye,” 
said Toby Daly-Engel, Assistant Profes-
sor and shark biologist at the Florida 
Institute of Technology. 

Measuring up to 6 feet in length, 
Atlantic sixgill sharks are far smaller 
than their Indo-Pacific relatives, which 
can grow to 15 feet or longer. 

They have unique, saw-like lower 
teeth and six gill slits, as their name 
suggests, while most sharks have five 
gill slits.

With their new classification, Atlan-

tic sixgill sharks will now have a better 
chance at long-term survival, Daly-En-
gel noted.

“Because we now know there are 
two unique species, we have a sense of 
the overall variation in populations of 
sixgills. We understand that if we over-
fish one of them, they will not replen-
ish from elsewhere in the world,” she 
said.

With ancestors dating back to over 
250 million years, well before dino-
saurs, sixgill sharks are among the old-
est creatures on Earth.  Yet the fact that 
they reside at extreme ocean depths, 
sometimes thousands of feet below 
the surface, has made them especially 
challenging to study. Using 1,310 base 
pairs of two mitochondrial genes, the 
team determined there are enough 
genetic differences between what had 
long been considered a single species, 
Hexanchus nakamurai, to rename the 
Atlantic variety Hexanchus vitulus. 
Their findings were reported in the 
journal Marine Biodiversity.

Source: IANS

The state of Nagaland would finally go to polls 
after a month long drama to boycott the 13th 
state Assembly Election. While it might be dis-

heartening for those civil societies which had cham-
pioned the boycott movement, it also explains the 
changing world we live in where dictation by Tribal 
Hohos need not necessarily hold sway and individu-
al opinion and space in support of an idea, a party or 
an individual has become increasingly valued. The 
Tribal Hohos and Civil societies will have to learn 
to live with this fact. The failed boycott should also 
serve as a lesson to have wider consultations not 
only with the leaders but also to feel the pulse of the 
people on more important matters. This time, the 
dis-connect of the civil societies with the public was 
evident! One must say that we did the right thing by 
going ahead with the elections so as to avoid con-
frontation with the Indian Government. As I have 
written earlier elsewhere, Hindering India’s election 
process under the constitution, might even impact 
the Naga Peace talks. 

Credit must be given to NBCC for its CLEAN 
ELECTION campaign. Not everyone would listen to 
it but there are those sane honest citizens who really 
believe that the root of all the underdevelopment 
and corruption in Nagaland is Money power in elec-
tion. In fact, one can testify that the money power in 
this year’s election has considerably gone down if we 
judge by the present trend. However, things might 
change once election comes close. ACAUT, I be-
lieve, would have been a really good alternative if it 
had walked the election road. In fact, like Aam Admi 
Party(AAP) in Delhi which sprung a surprise, ACAUT 
could have consolidated votes from those who are 
really fed up with the present dispensation. Their 
cause would have been helped much by the fact that 
there is no partywhatsoever in Nagaland which com-
mand’s people’s respect and support due to their past 
misdemeanours. While the NPF might put up a bold 
face, its party leaders have done enough damage by 
infighting to sit in the hot seat. It will also find it hard 
to explain why scholarships and Teacher’s salaries of-
ten was a problem, and despite extravagant expendi-
tures on Party meetings, Nagaland roads still remain 
the worst in the North-East. Chief Minister T.R. Ze-
liang must be a genius to still hold on to power and 
he can be likened to the Machevilian ‘Prince’. Under 
his tenure, he did create and upgrade certain admin-
istrative posts for convenience which would give 
him grateful sympathisers. His greatest misfortune 
was the prowling lions and power hungry stooges 
around him which made smooth governance diffi-
cult.  He along with the Gentlemanly Dr.Shurhozelie 
combine would however, still be a formidable force. 
Infact, having Dr. Shurhozelie as the Chief Ministe-
rial Candidate would have been a risk worth taking.

When it comes to incumbency problem, NDPP is 
not far behind as they are basically a new wine in an 
old wine skin. Neiphiu Rio, the former Chief Minister 
of Nagaland  also has himself to blame for being too 

ambitious and testing waters in unknown shores. 
While being the Chief Minister, He also would have 
done himself good by spending more time in Naga-
land than he had in Manipur. However, the develop-
ment work he did in his first term as chief minister 
along with the ‘stable government’ under his lead-
ership can get him political mileage. The Congress 
party legislators which joined the ruling Democratic 
Alliance of Nagaland(DAN) also made a mockery of 
itself by joining a party which had aligned itself with 
the BJP, which proves their total lack of principles. 
Thus, basically, overall no party in Nagaland hold 
any credibility. It’s just that through the capability, 
charm and money power of certain leaders, it might 
be able to have some semblance of support.

The BJP would still bank on Prime Minister Modi 
to deliver in Tripura, Meghalaya and Nagaland. BJP 
might also be looked up by some to bring in the 
much needed developmental works in Nagaland. 
But BJP would have to convince voters why Christ-
mas day had to be selected for ‘Good Governance 
Day’ and Good Friday for ‘Digital India day’. When 
one observes the footsteps of BJP and its affiliates, 
leaders like Rev. Dr Zelhou Keyho, the General Sec-
retary of Nagaland Baptist Church Council (NBCC) 
would have genuine reasons to feel insecure about 
the future of his flock.  

Khekiye K Sema(IAS Retd.) the social Activist cum 
anti-corruption crusader, has added an interesting 
tale to this year’s election. While the champion of the 
ACAUT movement might realise how difficult it is to 
be really ‘clean’ in the Nagaland Election, he does of-
fer a viable option to voters. Of course, there would be 
those who would be disappointed with his decision 
to join politics, which would obviously weaken the 
Civil Society’s movement. But Nagaland is bad today 
because good people have remained silent and aloof 
for far too long, and KK Sema’s decision to contest 
might be looked as a bold step in the right direction. 
But fighting from the Congress ticket would also be a 
disadvantage because, the Congress, in a large part 
has defunct units which would take time to recuper-
ate . In the 5th Ghaspani-II constituency from which 
he is contesting, he would also face two equally com-
petitive candidates. While Zhaleo Rio, the incumbent 
MLA (now in NDPP) might not have much to show 
in terms of developmental work, one can’t blame him 
completely since the government had been in a disar-
ray right from the beginning of his term. But his sup-
port structure in the villages are still strong. Dr. Kevin-
gulie Khro, the other candidate from NPF, would also 
put up a good fight because he was the one who had 
done the ground work for quite some time and his ap-
proachability would also win hearts easily. 

Lastly, one should be prepared for surprises in 
this year’s election results, and we might see some old 
enemies sitting together again. That’s Nagaland, and 
our leaders best explain the type of state we live in.

David Hanneng
davidh@tetsocollege.org

Election Hysteria

New Shark Species 
Discovered in Atlantic Ocean

On Election, BJP and KK Sema!  
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): No sooner do 
you set foot in the office this morning than 
you begin to get pelted from all directions 
with various crises and problems, Aries. It 

isn’t a very welcome reception. A hot cup of coffee 
and a warm greeting from your co-workers would be 
a much nicer way to start the day. Take it all in stride. 
You have the brainpower and stamina to solve all the 
day’s problems.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Today will 
be a lovely combination of harmony 
and passion. Make the most of it, Tau-
rus. With things running so smoothly at 

work, there’s no reason you can’t leave the office 
early to prepare for a special evening with your 
partner. Pull out all the stops tonight. Scented 
candles, a fabulous meal, and an even more fab-
ulous outfit. Have a rich, gooey dessert on hand 
(although it’s likely you won’t get around to eat-
ing it).

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Your efforts 
on the domestic front have certainly 
paid off, Gemini. Your home is looking 
wonderful. Everyone who enters says so. 

Some unexpected visitors may stop by for a quick 
hello and wind up staying for dinner. You are a 
natural, gracious host, not to mention a great 
cook. Who can blame your guests for wanting to 
stay?

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Your neighbor-
hood is changing, Cancer, and the change 
is all for the better. Wonderful new neigh-
bors may have moved in, or perhaps a 

small gourmet take-out shop has just opened up. It all 
adds to the sense of warmth and community of your 
town. You spend a good part of the day among your 
neighbors, encountering them wherever you go as 
you run errands in town.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Financial prosper-
ity is just around the corner, Leo, especially 
with your recently acquired money-man-
agement skills. It’s likely that you’ll receive 

a windfall in the near future, although it may not 
seem like a windfall to you, since you’ve been expect-
ing this money for a long time now. Use your new 
abilities to invest it soundly and wisely. You’re bound 
to be quite pleased with the results you achieve over 
the long term.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): The significant 
other in your life needs your support not a 
lecture right now, Virgo. Let him or her know 
you’re available to listen and help in any way, 

but don’t smother your partner with kindness. He or 
she will come to you when ready. In the meantime, 
Virgo, take care of your physical needs. If your body 
craves exercise, why not increase your jogging miles 
or add extra time to your gym workout? Absence does 
make the heart grow fonder, after all.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today is the final 
push to complete a very big project you’ve 
likely been working on for some time now, 
Libra. Even though your name won’t be on 

the cover of the book or business proposal, you’re 
gratified to have played such a significant role in its 
completion. Be sure to have a nutritious breakfast 
and lunch today, because you’re likely to work right 
through dinner.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): A pleasant 
outing could get delayed or cancelled due 
to an event entirely out of your control. 
Rather than having a fit, Scorpio, you and 

your friends could seize the opportunity to do some-
thing completely wild and different. For example, 
you could take in a matinee of the scariest movie 
in town or finally try out that Ethiopian restaurant 
you’ve been hearing so much about. Today brings a 
perfect opportunity to make lemonade out of lem-
ons.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): There’s 
no question about it, Sagittarius, you’ve 
been working hard these last few weeks. 
As an approaching deadline looms, you 

may find yourself waking up at night, running 
numbers through your head, and mentally rewrit-
ing project proposals. It’s exhausting, to be sure, 
but know that the end result will make all this ag-
gravation worthwhile.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today, or 
rather tonight, is for romance and cozy in-
timacy, Capricorn. You pull out all the stops 
for your evening with that special someone. 

Scented candles, your best perfume, and your most 
sensuous clothing work to enchant the person who is 
already head over heels in love with you. Your relation-
ship is clicking along just beautifully right now. Why 
not celebrate in some special way?

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Some in-
teresting moneymaking opportunities are 
likely to come your way, Aquarius, either 
today or in the near future. It could be that 

it’s time for a new job, one that promises faster prog-
ress through the ranks and more financial stability. 
Once you get past a certain age, working on commis-
sion loses its appeal. You’re ready for steady growth 
in your portfolio. Perhaps you should seek a finan-
cial planner for steps you could take right now to im-
prove your bottom line.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): There’s going to be so 
much to get done today that you might feel a little 
daunted about getting started. By midday you 
could even find yourself downright overwhelmed. 

Take a break, Pisces. Take a long lunch on an outside terrace, 
weather permitting. Breathe deeply until the stress subsides. 
You may need to concentrate on finishing only one or two 
minor tasks today and put the rest off until tomorrow. Re-
member, too much stress can take its toll on your health!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

T
itles at times act as a deterrent 
to the average reader. I have in-
tentionally coined the title of this 
article with a contextual aim. Al-

though the title of this article reverberate 
a generalized tone, the aim is particular. 

In modern socio-political history, the 
collapse of the USSR, coupled with rap-
id advances in information technology 
and mass communication ushered in a 
revolutionary change–a policy of globali-
zation. Going back to Ancient India, al-
though the word “globalization” was not 
used then, India was a highly connected 
civilization, advanced in trade and com-
merce. In a sense, one may say, India was 
“globalized before globalization.” 

Today in contemporary Indian poli-
tics one cannot dismiss that religion and 
globalization are mutually exclusive. 
That is, in post-Congress India, power, 
politics, and religion are dynamically in-
terwoven: morals and culture, religious 
mission and political finesse. Such a par-
adox was not devoid in Medieval Chris-
tendom, in pockets of Christian funda-
mentalism in the contemporary world, 
and in the Islamic theocracies in histori-
cal periods, each having its own share of 
miserable fault lines. 

The recent remark made by the Union 
Minister of State for Home Affairs, in Na-
galand not to “mix politics and religion,” 
is in itself a political statement par ex-
cellence. It is also superfluous. Is it irra-
tional to say that in today’s India, religion 
has become a force for political motiva-
tion? Perhaps not, in principle, when the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) stormed In-
dia into power. With the progress of time, 
without putting up a front, how long the 
BJP’s creative tension with the Rashtriya 
Sevak Sangh (RSS) sustained the thin lid 

in the face of economic liberalization and 
global politics is a concern. Yesterday’s 
political left has become today’s political 
right. Obviously, the one on the right and 
frontline will have plenty of diggers at 
everything, but if one is ethically honest, 
can anyone of us afford to ignore the RSS 
mission of designed vindictiveness to 
single out those in the margins of faiths, 
culture, and practices? At the heart of the 
creative tension lies fear and loyalty, and 
while this is understandable, I do not 
necessarily agree that it must be that way. 

In a recent rally at Longkhim-Chare 
Assembly constituency, BJP National 
General Secretary Mr. Ram Madhav 
lauded Christian missionaries saying, “It 
was due to the sacrifices of the mission-
aries that the people of this region stand 
tall today.” Whether this is a change in 
politicking methods, or a sincere ac-
knowledgment of the works of Christian 
missionaries remains to be tested. If 
the latter is true, then a person like Mr. 
Madhav, who wields considerable clout 
in the BJP party, must demythologize 
the existing illusions of people of other 
faiths than Hindutva Manifesto. Average 
people in India know what needs to hap-
pen now. 

In any given cultural and religious 
plural setting, fundamentalism of any 
kind is a hazard to a society and a nation. 
If the readers of this article think that I as 
a Christian am excluding Christianity out 
of this statement, it is not true. I make no 
qualms to admit that under the guise of 
Christianity, history points to a shame-
ful testimony by its adherents all over 
the world. Closer home, the co-opting of 
Christian religion to a political ideology 
has fashioned an ideological justification 
for the means and the end. The legitima-

tization of politics by religious funda-
mentalism is a civil religion. 

Some writers from India have alluded 
that the “seed of all insurgent” movement 
lies with the “foreign missionaries.” With-
out any bias, one may look at the histori-
cal records and confirm if this is true. To 
the best of historians’ research, the mis-
sionaries educated and taught us the way 
of Christ to live better lives, to love our 
neighbours, to turn the other check and 
follow Christ, contrary to the distorted 
narrative that Christian missionaries 
fuelled “separatist movements” and up-
rooted our culture. It is not my intention 
here to write about culture as if culture is 
a commodity of a timeless past for out-
siders to look at in a museum. Far from it, 
we are caught up in the dynamics of the 
globalizing forces of culture. 

Elsewhere, an RSS writer has also 
inaccurately mentioned that we were 
“Hindu Nagas.” (So far, I have not used 
the word “Naga” in this write up). If the 
writer has mentioned, “Hindu Nagas” 
by way of the Varaha Purana, then that 
writer may adhere to that mythology. If 
the Nagas of Naga-Land (Naga people liv-
ing in their lands, without borders, apart 
from the statehood of Nagaland) are be-
ing made to believe that we were “Hindu 
Nagas,” then I rightfully beg to differ and 
state that the word “Naga” as in Sanskrit 
to mean “serpent” is not what we are. For 
the sake of convenience and clarity of this 
article, I will heretofore coin the word, for 
my sake only, “Naaka,” so that others may 
not deliberate the word Naakas for Hindu 
Nagas. Arguments may go on but, the fact 
remains: Naakas were predominantly an-
imists, with traces of pantheism in some 
cultures. Worship of benevolent and ma-
levolent spirits were at the heart of the 

practices of our fore-parents. Pantheons 
of any kind did not figure in their beliefs.

The fact of the coming of Christian 
missionaries from the West to the Naa-
kas cannot be erased from the pages of 
history. We have changed from existing 
in a timeless past towards appreciating 
and embracing belonging of the selfhood 
and others alike. Unlike Christianity that 
is tagged with a Western ethos, Christ 
is universal and transcends all cultural 
forms towards greater humanity, all the 
while affirming and safeguarding greater 
values of culture inherently beneficial to 
humanity. Our neighbors have viewed 
the Naaka brand of Christianity with 
skepticism because not many of us are 
following Christ’s ways of living. This is 
where we have failed. However, the pas-
sion for the preservation of our identity 
and our “independence” seen from a his-
torical context calls for fair acknowledge-
ment, of our relative rights, not at the 
expense of others. Relative rights of an 
identity implies boundaries, but perme-
able boundaries, with symbolism, with-
out borders. Events in our recent times 
must also admit that the Naaka political 
issue is with India and not with others. 
The dream of an emancipation breaking 
in from some other entities must be de-
bunked. 

Our love of identity and independ-
ence is no crime. We seek no rights that 
rob the rights of our neighbor. We cannot 
remain asleep in the past, but must wake 
up to the present world of globalization, 
no matter how cynical one may be. 

India today is a power to be reckoned 
with in the world. However, a powerful 
democratic nation that is callous to civil 
freedoms and ethnic and minority rights 
in the name of goals and ideology, and 

is also one that holds no responsibility 
to its denial of freedom of religion and 
of violence perpetuated. The dangers of 
politics today will arise from an attempt 
to unify and systematize what is actual 
plural and un-systemizable. An ideo-
logical rationale for action is a structur-
alist interpretation of society. Such an 
interpretation obscures the plurality of 
beliefs, interests, and aspirations within 
bounds of creative imagination of politi-
cal models. 

On a positive note, world religions 
have always played a vital role of moral 
force and action. They bear the visions of 
common good and human flourishing. 
To be known as “religious” one must em-
brace and articulate orientation toward 
God. In this, religions are indispensable 
part of politics and hence a solution to 
humanity’s quest—and globalization is a 
means. Towards this end, I am Christian 
and hence, I make no apologies about 
Christ as my personal Savior. Christ is for 
all; none are excluded. However, I cannot 
force my belief on others. I can only live, 
act, and speak for Christ and for this, I 
must not be castigated, and neither must 
my fellow Christian sisters and brothers 
in the largest democratic country in the 
world. 

This article is written without any 
malice at anyone or a party. It is a 

personal thought calling to be more 
rational and humane 

Wati Aier
(Rev Dr Wati Aier is the Convenor of the 
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W
hile cruising through 
the length and breadth 
of Naga Hills for work, I 
had never experienced 
the political fever. But 

this time with the elections due in about 
5 days, the political parties seem to be 
full of candy boxes luring their respec-
tive so-called vote banks in both rural 
and urban Naga Hills. I witnessed di-
verse changes in the atmosphere of the 
hills. While travelling through shared 
taxis people seemed tight lipped about 
the choice of candidates but at the same 
time they were looking for interesting 
political gimmicks. Richest national par-
ties floated the state with huge banners, 
posters and photos of their candidates 
in the cities of Kohima and Dimapur. In 
spite of most dilapidated road condi-
tions along the Dimapur-Kohima-Phek 
highway, people seemed to be travel-
ling for work, needs and politics most 
prominently. There were check posts set 
up by both police and public organisa-
tions like the women societies to check 
the taxis coming from outside for pro-
hibited alcohol. This was part of the 
clean election campaign initiated by the 
NBCC. Every bag, seat, doors and stor-
age spaces were thoroughly checked in 
all the vehicles. Some of the passengers 
commented that those who are fore-
sighted in the illegal liquor business and 
also in politics, they must have stocked 
up the alcohol beforehand so that the 
voters can be lured. The price of a bottle 
of whisky has shot up from Rs.350-400 
to about Rs.800-1000 now. All the party 
candidates and workers were travel-
ling through these roads in their high 
end SUVs and heavy vehicles. When 
I reached a village in Phek district on 
February 14, 2018, I saw that there were 
many vehicles around the main market 

square. Very strangely the only ATM and 
bank stopped releasing cash. In fact the 
village had not seen cash transactions 
through ATM in the last whole week as 
the bank officials could not be accom-
panied to procure cash from the district 
headquarters of Phek by security per-
sonnel who were occupied with elec-
tion duty. People faced harrowing times 
to make ends meet for daily expenses 
and had problems with their children’s 
school admission fees deposit also. I 
also noticed that the clean election cam-
paign flags were fluttering in some of the 
homes of the people of the village. It was 
meant that the members of the families 
in that home would not accept any cash 
in lieu of votes during the elections. By 
evening there was an announcement in 
the local P.A. system of the village coun-
cil that there will be a political party 
meeting in the village Theza or meeting 
place inside the village, the next morn-
ing by 6am. I attended the election cam-
paign meeting where a village leader was 
contesting from the Chizami constitu-
ency. In fact the previous day, all the 5 
candidates participated in the common 
platform meeting which was organised 
by the Chakhesang clean election cam-
paign. In the rural context all the candi-
dates from every political party shared 
the centre stage while addressing the lo-
cal voters. This time there was a female 
candidate in the Chizami constituency 
which was historic for Nagaland. At 35, 
she is a farm entrepreneur ready to be-
gin her political journey in her home 
state to be able to stand up for the criti-
cal concerns of women in Nagaland. 

I attended one of the campaign meet-
ing in the village which started early in 
the morning by about 6.30 am. All the 
prominent men in the village sat with 
the candidate and the office bearers of 

the congress party. Women from the vil-
lage council and women society attend-
ed the meeting. The spokesperson from 
the Indian National Congress shared in 
the local dialect about how important it 
was to support one’s own leaders in the 
elections. He appealed to the public to 
support the congress candidate.

I thought that voting choices were 
determined by clan, class, political party 
affiliations, religion and ethnicity based 
parameters. While speaking to different 
families, I was informed about whom 
they would like to see as their next lead-
er, most of them said they would vote ac-
cording to the head of the family. Some 
people thought that if a candidate was 
from their village or community then 
they needed to support them whether 
they liked them internally or not. There 
were media reports from other districts 
of Nagaland like in Mokokchung where 
women were beaten up in their legs for 
supporting other candidates who were 
not from their clan. Such news and pic-
tures were spread through social media 
like whatsapp to build an atmosphere 
of fear psychosis amongst the women 
voters in Nagaland during the elections. 
In the villages candidates literally met 
the people in their homes to seek votes. 
Some parties also organised meetings to 
raise vote appeals to people in diverse 
ways. 

When I went to Dimapur to attend 
a political leaders and public interface 
which was organised by the collabora-
tion of Morung Express, Heritage Pub-
lishing House and thenagarepublic.
com, I witnessed another perception of 
urban voters. All five party leaders from 
the major political parties of NPF, NDPP, 
NPP, INC and BJP were present in the in-
terface. The venue was jam packed with 
students, youths, professionals, women, 

non-Naga representatives from resi-
dent welfare committees and generally 
people from diverse walks of life. The 
event was captured live on camera and 
the moderators were from the print and 
digital media. Seasoned public speakers 
from both the parties and the audience 
presented their views. The moderator 
had to balance the views of both public 
and the party leaders but also made very 
crucial interjections to ensure public 
commitment from the political leaders. 
There were issues of roads, governance 
systems, tussle between bureaucrats 
and political leaders, public libraries, 
student’s scholarship, violence against 
women and women’s participation in 
decision making bodies, healthcare in-
frastructure and issues of peace accord 
solution before the elections. The party 
leaders managed to answer a few of 
these questions after referring to their 
manifestoes and then they kept focusing 
on their party symbols. They promised 
to resolve all aberrations within the first 
few months of coming to power on the 
condition of being voted into power. I 
kept wondering what could be the plight 
of farmers, weavers, wage earners, rural 
and urban poor, disabled, mentally chal-
lenged, addiction affected, disaster af-
fected and displaced persons and fragile 
sustainable ecology as most of the audi-
ence demanded industries, roads, peace 
accord and infrastructure. None of the 
political parties had a woman candidate 
or a representative in the panel discus-
sion. Even the only independent woman 
candidate of Nagaland also could not 
attend the discussion due to her tight 
schedule in the rural pockets. 

When I was about to leave Nagaland, 
I got the news of a weird campaign tac-
tic came to light in some villages in Phek 
district. The party poster was made with 

the image of Narasimha avatar of Lord 
Vishnu which was disturbing and vio-
lent. The caption said, ‘Vote for BJP Na-
galand for money’. There was another 
poster of undivided India with the image 
of Goddess with the Trishul with Bharat 
Mata in it and the name of the BJP can-
didate. Another computer printed post-
er in black and white writing said, “I am 
a Naga and I am a Christian and know-
ing all facts of what is going around with 
Christians in India I will never vote for 
‘BJP party’ it will be a spiritual suicide 
for me. So save Nagaland before you 
lose one of the largest Christian states 
in India. Don’t get fooled by Bharatiya 
Jumla Party, BJP.” Now these posters 
were pasted on the entrance gate pillar 
of the Church to distract people. If these 
posters are posted by miscreants then 
nobody bothers but if they are used as 
propaganda material then both BJP and 
the opposition parties are losers as vot-
ers are not impressed with such issues. 
In fact an FIR has been lodged to ad-
dress this issue immediately after it was 
circulated widely through social media. 
In a recent news report one of the BJP 
Ministers said that religion is above pol-
itics and the two will not be mixed but 
somehow in this context it is an evident 
dichotomy. 

So however much parties claim to 
be corruption free, fair and clean in 
front of cameras, radio, websites, on 
the ground it is a matter of fear, money, 
power, accusations, clan relations and 
tall claims which impress or suppress 
the voters. I hope that the elections in 
Nagaland does not become a mascu-
line display of armour, fear, power and 
money alone but also a reason for peo-
ple to believe in the democratic system 
of fair elections. 

Samhita Barooah
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News iN Brief
Canadian PM arrives in amritsar
amritsar, Feb. 21 (ianS): Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau on Wednesday arrived in the Sikh 
holy city here in Punjab. Accompanied by his wife 
and three minor children, Trudeau landed at the Sri 
Guru Ramdas Jee International airport from Mumbai 
and headed straight for the Golden Temple complex 
to offer prayers at the shrine. He was received at the 
airport by Union Minister of State for Housing and 
Urban Affairs Hardeep Singh Puri and Punjab Tour-
ism Minister Navjot Singh Sidhu. Six federal ministers 
from Canada, including four of Indian-origin, are 
accompanying Trudeau. Trudeau and his family will 
offer prayers at the holiest of Sikh shrines, ‘Harmandir 
Sahib’, underlining the significance of the role of the 
large Sikh and Punjabi community settled in Canada. 
Tight security was in place in and around this holy 
city for the visit. Hundreds of security personnel 
have been on duty since Tuesday for Trudeau’s visit 
to Amritsar which will be for less than three hours.

Kamal launches ‘Makkal neethi 
Maiam’ party
Madurai, Feb. 21 (iaNS): Actor-turned-politician 
Kamal Haasan on Wednesday formally launched his 
political party called Makkal Neethi Maiam (People 
Justice Centre). He also unfurled his party’s flag, 
which has six hands - three in red and three in white - 
joined together around a star on a white background. 
With this, Kamal becomes one more actor from Tamil 
movie world to float a political party. Delhi Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal, and former Delhi Minister Som-
nath Bharati were also present in the public meeting 
in which Kamal declared the party’s name and flag.

Indian Youth Congress activists shouts protest against Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal over the al-
leged assault on Delhi Chief Secretary Anshu Prakash by AAP MLAs, in front of AAP office in New Delhi 
on Wednesday. 

PTI

Modi’s credibility unparalleled, Cong. 
has lost sense of proportion — BJP

Distinct divide in news preferences 
between Hindi, English readers — Survey

Fresh plea in SC on population control

Law may cure defect Aadhaar data was collected without authorisation — SC

world’s largest brain tumour removed in Mumbai hospital

Journalist attacked in local 
train by group blocking entry

Reforms undertaken in India in right direction — Trump Jr

Assault on Delhi CS: Two AAP MLAs 
sent in judicial custody till Thursday

new Delhi, Feb. 21 (Pti): 
Hitting back at the Con-
gress, the BJP today ac-
cused Rahul Gandhi’s 
office of playing a role 
of “instrument of corrup-
tion” during the UPA rule 
and said the Congress had 
lost its “sense of propor-
tion” as it could not level 
a single charge of graft 
against Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi whose 
credibility was “unparal-
leled”.

Union minister Pra-
kash Javadekar’s attack 
on the Congress chief 
came on a day when the 
latter accused Modi of 

being an “instrument of 
corruption” and targeted 
him over escape of Vijay 
Mallya and Nirav Modi, 
who are accused in differ-
ent scams.

Such baseless alle-
gations recoil on those 
who make it, the BJP 
leader said while listing 
a number of corruption 
cases allegedly involving 
the Congress.

Responding to the 
charge, Javadekar told 
PTI that the Congress is 
synonymous with corrup-
tion and recalled former 
Union minister Jayanthi 
Natarajan’s letter to the 

then party chief Sonia 
Gandhi about interven-
tions by Rahul Gandhi’s 
office in her work.

It  is  the Congress 
which injected corrup-
tion into the body politic 
of India and its culture of 
corruption “destroyed” 
the country, he claimed.

“The Congress is syn-
onymous with corrup-
tion and Rahul Gandhi’s 
office has played a role of 
instrument of corruption 
in scams... This (her letter) 
is a testimony to that,” he 
said.

Let Rahul Gandhi tell 
the country why the 2G 

licenses were “arbitrarily” 
allotted, prompting the 
Supreme Court to can-
cel it, how and on whose 
messages coal block al-
locations were made, he 
asked.

Javadekar noted that 
the then prime minister 
Manmohan Singh had 
signed coal block alloca-
tion files as he held the 
coal ministry portfolio 
and that the apex court 
had cancelled these al-
locations.

The Congress chief’s 
“baseless” allegations 
against the prime min-
ister was driven by his 

p a r t y ’s  “f r u s t ra t i o n” 
as Modi’s  credibil ity 
is”unparalleled” and the 
opposition party could 
not level a single charge 
of corruption against him, 
he said. 

“In desperation, the 
Congress has lost all sense 
of proportion. Such base-
less allegations recoil on 
those who make it,” he 
said. 

Javadekar also raked 
up the Bofors case, ask-
ing who made it possible 
for Italian businessman 
Ottavio Quattrocchi to 
flee with his loot and who 
unfroze his back account.

new Delhi, Feb. 21 (ianS): 
There is a steep divide in 
the news preferences of 
Hindi and English read-
ers online and findings 
of a survey, announced 
on Wednesday, show that 
while nationalistic, reli-
gious and political themes 
attract Hindi readers, the 
news around entertain-
ment and celebrities find 
more readers in English.

At the same time, the 
survey also reveals that 
sharing on nationalis-
tic and religious themes 
dominated in 2016, with 22 
per cent of the total shares 
for the “Most Shared 5000 
stories,” but dropped sig-
nificantly to 14 per cent in 
2017 for the same number 
of most shared stories.

The survey -- carried 
out by Storynomics, a con-
sulting firm that specializes 
in business of storytelling 

in traditional and digital 
media -- comes after a sim-
ilar survey in 2017 for the 
news trends in 2016. 

The firm analysed shar-
ing of news articles in so-
cial media for 143 leading 
Indian media brands in 
10 languages, including 
Hindi, English and Bengali, 
among others. 

The survey has been 
carried out on news stories 
that appeared between 
January 1, 2017 and De-
cember 31, 2017. The cal-
culations for number of 
shares has also been car-
ried out for the same pe-
riod.

Even as English contin-
ues to be the most popular 
language for news sharing 
on Facebook, LinkedIn and 
Twitter, its contribution to 
total shares decreased to 44 
per cent in 2017 from 48.32 
per cent in 2016. However, 

Hindi maintained its con-
tribution at 34 per cent of 
the total shares in 2017. 

However, the survey 
also points out that Hindi 
news stories had a signifi-
cantly higher average en-
gagement of 1,601 shares 
per story, whereas English 
reports were at 483 average 
shares in 2017. 

Bengali continues to 
be the third most popular 
language for news sharing 
in social media, with 6.97 
per cent of the total shares. 
Bengali also had the high-
est average share per story 
of 3,307 in 2017 among 
all languages considered 
for the study.  Sharing in 
other Indian languages 
(excluding English, Hindi 
and Bengali), according to 
the survey, doubled and 
increased their contribu-
tion in total shares to 14.76 
per cent in 2017. 

new Delhi, Feb. 21 (Pti): A fresh plea was 
today filed in the Supreme Court seeking 
a direction to the Centre to ensure strict 
population control measures by adopting 
a two-child policy.

The petition, filed by Delhi BJP leader 
Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay, also sought a 
direction to the Centre to take appropriate 
steps to make two-child norm a manda-
tory criteria for contesting parliamentary, 
state assembly and local body elections, 
forming a political party, becoming politi-
cal office bearers and applying for jobs in 
the executive and judiciary and receiving 
government aids and subsidies.

It claimed that the government has not 
appropriately formulated and success-
fully implemented policies to manage the 
country s population growth. There is no 
aggressive sterilisation campaign, target-
ing men and women both.

India will become world s most popu-
lous country by 2030, it said.

The petition alleged that because 
of the continuing inaction and apathy 
of the State and the executive to imple-
ment population control measures, the 
fundamental rights guaranteed under the 
Constitution, including right to health, 
shelter, water, speedy justice, environment 
and livelihood, cannot be secured to all 

citizens.
“Population in India is growing rapidly. 

The growth is so alarming that it has nul-
lified the impact of all development. In 
1947, population of India was nearly 33 
crore, which has increased more than four 
times today with 135 crore,” it said, adding 
that the population density of the country 
is at a humongous 404 people per sq km 
of area, whereas the global density is at a 
nominal 51 people per sq km of land area.

It added that every year population 
is increasing but the amount of natural 
resources to sustain this population are 
diminishing.

“A uniform system of implementing 
population control strategies and the 
creation of a national matrix is not only 
the pressing need of the hour, but is also in 
line with the constitutional norms. Same 
shall not only be a manifestation of the 
constitutional guarantee of equal protec-
tion of laws but shall also go a long way 
in ensuring economic planning to garner 
constitutional rights to one and all,” it said.

Four petitions have recently been filed 
in the apex court seeking a directive to the 
Centre to ensure strict population control 
measures by adopting a two-child policy 
and reward or punish those who adhere 
or fail to follow it.

new Delhi, Feb. 21 (Pti): The 
Supreme Court today said the 
alleged defect that citizens’ bio-
metric details under the Aadhaar 
scheme were being collected 
without any law, could be cured by 
subsequently bringing a statute.

A five-judge constitution 
bench headed by Chief Justice 
Dipak Misra, however, asked what 
the position will be with regard to 
breach, if any, that could have tak-
en place between 2009, when the 
Aadhaar scheme was launched, 
and 2016 when the enabling law 
came into force.

The bench said the Centre 
came out with the law in 2016 to 
negate the objection that it was 
collecting data since 2009 without 
any authorisation, but the issue 
which needed consideration was 
what will happen if the data col-
lected earlier, have been compro-
mised.

“Our (Privacy) judgement said 
that there has to be a law. They en-
acted a law to take away the basis 
of the argument. The absence of a 
law can be cured, but there may 
be other issues like whether the 
data collected (earlier) had the 

same statutory safeguards. What 
will happen in case of breach,” 
the bench, also comprising Jus-
tices A K Sikri, A M Khanwilkar, 
D Y Chandrachud and Ashok 
Bhushan, said.

The bench is hearing a clutch 
of petitions including one filed by 
former High Court judge Justice 
K S Puttaswamy challenging the 
constitutional validity of the Cen-
tre’s flagship Aadhaar scheme and 
its enabling 2016 Act.

Senior advocate Gopal Sub-
ramanium, appearing for the 
former judge, said the law cannot 
cure defects like invasion of fun-
damental rights of citizens and 
invasion of privacy in this case 
was “complete once you unlaw-
fully collected information. All this 
cannot be cured.” 

On the issue of making Aad-
haar mandatory for the poor to 
avail facilities, he said the State 
was making a “moral judgment on 
the poorest of the poor in saying 
they make ghost cards”.

There are ways to detect and 
stop pilferages, he said, adding 
that fake persons can be identified 
and action taken against them, 

but “do not treat every person with 
indignity”.

“Socio economic rights are 
complementary to political rights. 
The latter is not subservient to the 
form,” he said, adding that the 
Aadhaar Act lacked both “sub-
stantive and procedural reasona-
bleness”.

Referring to a court judge-
ment, he said “governments come 
and go and we do not know who 
will inherit this database even if 
we don’t impute any malice to this 
government. This law will remain. 
The judges will have to keep that 
in mind.” 

He then said that personal 
information of citizens cannot 
be accessed by the government 
without any authority of law and 
moreover, in the present case, 
these information can be shared 
with body corporate.

The advancing of arguments 
remained inconclusive and would 
resume tomorrow.

Earlier, the senior lawyer had 
said that the State cannot sit in 
judgement and rely only on bio-
metric details to establish the 
identity of its citizens. “Virtual 

person cannot reduce the real 
person-hood,” he had said, dub-
bing the Aadhaar Act as “uncon-
stitutional”.

The individual’s rights always 
gets primacy over the rights of the 
State and moreover, the action of 
the government is needed to be 
tested “for substantive and pro-
cedural due process”, he had said.

The court had posed whether 
the government was not entitled 
to seek proof of identity from citi-
zens if their entitlement to certain 
benefits were dependent upon 
their identities.

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, 
appearing for the West Bengal 
government, had said the proof of 
identity has to be linked with the 
status of the person which entitles 
him or her for the benefit and 
moreover, the citizens must have 
the choice to prove their identity.  
The apex court had on December 
15 last year extended till March 
31 the deadline for mandatory 
linking of Aadhaar with various 
services and welfare schemes of 
all ministries and departments 
of the Centre, states and Union 
territories.

Mumbai, Feb. 21 (ianS): in a 
rare and complicated surgery, 
doctors at a Brihanmumbai 
Municipal Corporation (BMC) 
hospital have successfully ex-
tricated a brain tumour from 
a 31-year-old blind man from 
Uttar Pradesh.

The tumour, weighing a 
whopping 1.873 kg, is the largest 
of its kind to be excised success-
fully anywhere in the world, said 
Professor and Head of Neurosur-
gery at BYL Nair Charitable Hos-
pital, Dr Trimurti D. Nadkarni.

The patient, Santlal Pal, 
31, hailing from Pali village in 
Bhadohi in Uttar Pradesh, had 

been admitted with progressive 
swelling of his scalp, heaviness, 
constant headaches and loss of 
vision in both eyes for the past 
one year.

Upon examination, it was 
detected that he had a firm scalp 
swelling of a whopping 30x30x20 
cms, which shockingly resem-
bled two heads mounted on top 
of each other.

Besides, the blood vessels 
were very long, winded and 
enlarged, posing a bigger chal-
lenge to the medical team, and 
owing to the massive pressure 
on the brain he had become 
completely blind.

After a series of MRI and CT 
scans of the brain, a specialised 
CT angiography was performed 
to study the blood supply of the 
massive brain tumour.

The tumour was found to 
have invaded the brain on both 
sides of the midline through the 
skull bone of the patient, said 
Nadkarni.

On February 14, Pal was 
wheeled into the operation the-
atre by Nadkarni and his team 
which performed a marathon 
seven-hour-long operation and 
successfully excised the brain 
tumour from Pal.

Along with the tumour, even 

the affected skull bone was also 
removed during the surgery and 
they are awaiting the final medi-
cal reports to ascertain if it was 
benign or cancerous, he added.

During the surgery, he re-
quired 11 units of blood transfu-
sion and post-operation, he was 
put on ventilation support for 
three days.

“Such large tumours are rare 
and a surgical challenge. There 
was a heavy blood loss and this 
required great team skill in peri-
operative monitoring for suc-
cess,” Nadkarni told IANS after 
the record feat.

“The weight of the earlier 

biggest tumour reported was 
1.40 kg, and I had performed 
even that operation in KEM Hos-
pital way back in 2002,” added 
Nadkarni.

“I feel as if I am relieved of a 
large burden on my head,” said 
a happy Pal, now convalescing 
after the operation, notching 
good recovery and placed on a 
full regular diet.

The BMC’s BYL Nair Hospital 
Dean Ramesh Bharmal added 
proudly that “the hospital is 
well-equipped to manage such 
complex cases and yield results 
at par with the best healthcare 
facilities anywhere”.

Mumbai, Feb. 21 (Pti): A 
senior television journalist 
was attacked by around 
eight passengers inside a 
suburban train here this 
morning, a railway police 
official said.

Sudhir Shukla, who 
works for a Hindi news 
channel, sustained inju-
ries in the attack that took 
place between Mira Road 
and Andheri railway sta-
tions on Western Railway, 
the official said.

“A group of seven to 
eight passengers standing 
on the footboard of the 
train tried to stop Shukla 
from boarding it at Mira 
Road, saying that there 
was no space inside,” a 
senior railway police of-
ficial said.

“However,  Shukla 
managed to get inside 
the train, following which 
there was an altercation 
between him and the 
group,” the official said.

Later, the group as-
saulted him and tried to 
snatch his phone when 
he started clicking their 
pictures, police said.

Shukla, who sustained 
injuries in the incident, 
got down at Andheri sta-
tion and alerted the police 
before being taken to a 
hospital.

“We have initiated the 
process of identifying the 
accused. Strict action will 
be taken against them,” 
Purshottam Karad, Dep-

uty Commissioner of Po-
lice, railway police (WR) 
said.

Andheri railway po-
lice registered a case un-
der section 395 (punish-
ment for dacoity), 397, 341 
(punishment for wrongful 
restraint), and 504 (inten-
tional insult with intent 
to provoke breach of the 
peace) among others, in-
vestigating officer Inspec-
tor Bharat Chowdhury 
said.

Shukla said, “This is 
a well known fact about 
some commuters block-
ing the entry of others into 
suburban coaches.

Commuters too have 
been complaining about 
it regularly. But neither the 
railway police nor the Rail-
way Protection Force has 
bothered to deal with it.” 

Me a n w h i l e ,  R a d -
hakrishna Vikhe Patil, the 
leader of Opposition of in 
Maharashtra assembly, 
demanded the arrest of 
those involved in the as-
sault.

He tweeted, “I strongly 
condemn the physical as-
sault committed on senior 
journalist Sudhir Shukla. 
GRP should take immedi-
ate action and arrest the 
culprits. @PiyushGoyal @
Dev_Fadnavis” 

Condemning the in-
cident, the Mumbai Press 
Club issued a statement 
seeking the arrest of those 
who attacked Shukla.

Kolkata, Feb. 21 (ianS): US 
President Donald Trump’s 
son, Donald Trump Jr. on 
Wednesday said regula-
tory reforms in India’s real 
estate sector during the 
last four-five years are in 
the “right direction” and 
these are “important” for 
foreign players looking to 
invest in this space in the 
country.

“I have seen a lot of 

changes over a decade... 
some of the reforms that 
have taken place over the 
last four-five years are 
corrections in the right 
directions... I think in the 
end, in the long-run... 
these are the important 
reforms are needed to 
happen,” Trump Jr, who 
is real estate firm Trump 
Organisation’s Executive 
Vice President, told re-

porters here.
He, however, said if 

he was excited about the 
marketplace, but at the 
same time it was a bit of 
“frustration” for him to 
turn down new deals and 
projects in India due to the 
presidency of his father.

“While he will be in 
office, there will be some 
self-imposed rules on new 
deals,” said the eldest son 

of the US President.
Saying his firm was 

“bullish over India for a 
long period of time”, he 
however noted that due to 
his father’s political posi-
tion, they were unable 
to do the deals, “which is 
shameful for me, because 
I have spent so much of 
time to prospering these 
relationships. It’s obvi-
ously understandable”.

new Delhi, Feb. 21 (ianS): A Delhi court 
on Wednesday sent two Aam Aadmi Party 
MLAs, who allegedly assaulted Delhi 
Chief Secretary Anshu Prakash, in judicial 
custody till Thursday.

Metropolitan Magistrate Shefali Bar-
nala Tandon refused a Delhi Police plea 
for police custody of MLAs Amanatullah 
Khan and Prakash Jarwal and said their 
bail pleas will be taken up on Thursday. 

On Tuesday, the Chief Secretary al-
leged that he was beaten up by Khan and 
another MLA in the presence of Arvind 
Kejriwal at the Chief Minister’s residence 
here on Monday night, where he had 
been called for a meeting.

While Jarwal was arrested on Tuesday 
night, Khan surrendered at a police sta-
tion here on Wednesday afternoon. 

Earlier in the day, Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal’s adviser V.K. Jain was 
questioned by police at the Civil Lines 
police station and let off. 

The alleged assault on the top bureau-
crat triggered a political storm, with the 
opposition Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
demanding Kejriwal’s resignation and the 
Congress seeking his apology.

The AAP hit back by accusing the 

Chief Secretary of making false allega-
tions and said he was working at the 
“behest of the BJP”.

The Home Ministry sought a report 
from Lt Governor Anil Baijal as Union 
Home Minister Rajnath Singh said he was 
“deeply pained” by the development. The 
L-G has since submitted a report on the 
issue to the Home Ministry.

A body representing the bureaucrats 
said they will not meet or talk over phone 
with the Chief Minister or his Ministers or 
party MLAs till Kejriwal apologised and 
took action.

On Tuesday afternoon, Delhi Envi-
ronment Minister Imran Hussain was 
manhandled inside the Delhi Secretariat 
by a crowd protesting against the alleged 
assault. 

Hussain’s Assistant Personal Secretary 
was beaten up, according to multiple 
video clips from the Secretariat.

On Wednesday, Hussain met Lt Gov-
ernor Anil Baijal, after which informed 
sources told IANS that Baijal assured he 
would talk to Delhi Police Commissioner 
Amulya Patnaik about the issue. 

A separate FIR has been registered 
based on Hussain’s complaint.
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Nawaz Sharif 
disqualified as 
PML-N chief

UN: Palestine calls for peace; US firm on Jerusalem move

250 dead in Syria’s Eastern 
Ghouta in 48 hours: Rights group

South Korea, Central American 
nations sign free trade agreement

At least 20 dead in Peru bus crash

Islamabad, Feb. 21 (PTI): Pakistan’s Supreme Court today 
ruled that a person disqualified under Article 62 and 63 
of the Constitution cannot serve as the head of a political 
party, in a blow to Nawaz Sharif who will no longer remain 
the chief of the ruling PML-N.
Sharif, 68, was disqualified by the apex court in the Panama 
Papers case in July last year under Article 62 for failing to 
declare a receivable salary as an asset.
A three-judge Supreme Court bench headed by Chief 
Justice Saqib Nisar today said that it is mandatory for a 
party chief to fulfil the requirements of Articles 62 and 63 
as a party head is powerful and political parties control the 
government.
“It is crucial for parliamentarians to be of good conduct to 
run the affairs of the Parliament,” he said.
After Sharif’s disqualification as prime minister, the ruling 
PML-N amended the Constitution to allow him to retain his 
chairmanship of the party.
As a result, the Elections Act 2017 was passed by Parliament. 
The act paved the way for Sharif to become the PML-N chief 
after he stepped down as party president following his dis-
qualification by the apex court in July last year.
Under the old law, a person disqualified from holding a 
public office was also barred from leading a political party 
but the bar was removed by the parliament when it passed 
Elections Act 2017.
The Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI), Awami Muslim League, 
Pakistan People’s Party and others petitioned the apex court 
against the Elections Act 2017.
The apex court began hearing the case in January 2018.
Justice Nisar, while reading out the verdict, said that a 
person who is disqualified under Articles 62 and 63 of the 
Constitution is not eligible to sign on any document needed 
to nominate someone to the National Assembly or Senate.
The verdict will not affect the PML-N’s registration as a 
party. However, decisions taken by Sharif will be nullified, 
including tickets issued by him for the Senate elections.
With the judgement, it is possible that the Senate elections 
scheduled for March 3 will have to be postponed.
Referring to Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi’s speech 
in Parliament on Monday, in which he criticised the judici-
ary for “insulting” elected officials, Justice Nisar said that the 
judiciary had never called any politician a “thief”.
Instead, the judge said that he had praised the country’s 
leadership and added that he does not “owe anyone an 
explanation”.
Sharif and some of his family members are facing charges 
relating to their ownership of posh properties in London.
Three cases were registered by the National Accountability 
Bureau against Sharif, his children and son-in-law in the 
court on September 8. 
Sharif has held several rallies in different parts of Pakistan 
since his ouster. He has targeted the judiciary for removing 
him from the office of the prime minister and also come up 
with ‘give respect to the ballot’ slogan.

United Nations, Feb. 21 (IANS): 
Palestine President Mahmoud 
Abbas has presented a three-
point peace plan centred on 
convening an international 
peace conference by mid-year 
to resolve the intractable con-
flict with Israel and reiterated 
his readiness for negotiations.

He told a Security Coun-
cil meeting on Palestine on 
Tuesday that the international 
conference should lead to the 
formation of an international 
multilateral mechanism that 
helps both parties to hold ne-
gotiations with a timeframe 
for implementing agreements 
they reach.

Speaking to the Council 
after almost nine years, Abbas 
said Palestine will push for full 
membership in the UN, where 

it now has only observer status, 
and that would be a condition 
for a peace settlement.

Reiterating Palestine’s com-
mitment to hold negotiations 
with Israel, Abbas said it “is our 
strategic choice for the sake of 
the coming generations in our 
region.”

While he accused Israel of 
shunning negotiations with 
Palestinians and ignoring UN 
resolutions, he also criticised 
Washington saying it was cre-
ating a deadlock for the peace 
process by its decision to rec-
ognise Jerusalem as the capital 
of Israel.

He recalled the four meet-
ings he had with US President 
Donald Trump and asserted 
that his administration had not 
made clear if it stood by a two-

state solution for the Palestine-
Israel problem.

US Permanent Repre-
sentative Nikki Haley said that 
Washington was offering the 
“outstretched hand of the US” 
to Palestine to find a path to 
peace, but remained firm on 
the decision to move the em-
bassy to Jerusalem.

“You don’t have to like it, but 
that position won’t change,” she 
declared, adding, “Our negotia-
tors are sitting right behind me, 
ready to talk.”

Nickolay Mladenov, the UN 
Special Coordinator for the 
Middle East Peace Process, 
warned the Council that “the 
enemies of peace are growing 
more confident by the day” be-
cause “every failure of the forces 
of moderation was a win for the 

forces of radicalisation.”
Secretary-General Antonio 

Guterres said that only a two-
state solution would work and 
there was no Plan B. Yet, he 
added, that its prospects could 
be receding.

Virtually all the members 
of the Council backed the two-
state solution of having inde-
pendent nations of Israel and 
Palestine side by side, while the 
US was silent on it.

Israel’s Permanent Rep-
resentative Danny Danon, in 
turn, accused Palestinians of 
refusing to engage with his 
country, citing the walkout by 
Abbas as he began to speak.

He said that whenever they 
were close to a settlement - as 
with former Prime Minister 
Yehud Barak in 2000 - Palestine 

walked away.
Outlining his peace plan, 

Abbas said that besides the 
international conference, its 
other two elements were re-
quiring all parties to not take 
any action that prejudges the 
outcome of the negotiations, 
and Palestine’s refraining from 
joining other international or-
ganisations.

In the interim, there should 
be an end to settlement activi-
ties by Israel and the US should 
not move its embassy to Jerusa-
lem, he said.

“We are ready to undertake 
the longest journeys to the 
farthest places in the world in 
order to realise our rights,” he 
said. “But we are not ready to 
move one inch if anyone wants 
us to forsake these rights.”

Damascus, Feb. 21 (IANS): At least 250 
civilians have been killed by shelling and 
air strikes in Syria’s Eastern Ghouta in 
the past 48 hours, the UK-based Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights (SOHR) 
said Tuesday.

The death toll included 58 children 
and 42 women, the group said in what 
was termed as the deadliest attack in the 
city in the last few years.

More than 100 were killed and 
another 1,200 people were wounded 
by the Syrian regime shelling and air 
strikes on Monday on the besieged Da-
mascus suburb, the rebel-held town of 
Hamouria, the CNN said. 

The SOHR activists and residents 
described it as “being under constant 
bombardment”. The rights group said 
at least 106 of the civilian deaths took 
place on Tuesday.

The monitoring group said the 
death toll is the highest since the 2013 
alleged chemical attack on Eastern 
Ghouta, which activists say killed ap-
proximately 1,400 people.

“These are the worst days of our 
lives in Ghouta,” Eastern Ghouta hos-
pital director and pediatrician Amani 
Ballour said. “We in Ghouta have been 
getting hit by air strikes for more than 
five years and this is not new to us ... but 
we have never seen anything like this 
escalation.”

Various Islamic rebel groups control 
Eastern Ghouta, including the Al Qaeda-
linked Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, which was 
previously known as Jabhat al Nusra 
before renouncing its ties to Al Qaeda.

Doctors said medics were working 
round the clock treating hundreds of 
injured people. Several medical facilities 
in Eastern Ghouta were reported to have 
been struck on Monday, the CNN report 
said. Medical supplies were already in 
short after years-long siege of the area 
that began in 2012. 

Now, Syrian regime forces are ac-
celerating their offensive against the 
suburb, one of the last rebel-controlled 
areas in the country. “I can tell you 
that the situation is very catastrophic 
... there were four hospitals that were 
destroyed...,” said Fares Ouraiba, a 
doctor from the Damascus suburb. He 
said most of the dead were women and 
children. Besides, 13 more people were 
killed and 77 others wounded when 
militants in Eastern Ghouta fired 114 
rocket and mortar rounds on several 
neighbourhoods here on Tuesday, said 
Syria state-run SANA news, citing po-
lice. 

SANA added that the Syrian army 
responded to the attacks with “precise 
strikes”, destroying rocket launchers and 
fortified positions used by the armed 
groups.

Seoul, Feb. 21 (IANS): South Korea on 
Wednesday signed a free trade deal with 
Panama, Honduras, Nicaragua, El Salva-
dor and Costa Rica, the East Asian coun-
try’s Trade Ministry said.

The pact was sealed by the South 
Korean Trade Minister Kim Hyun-Jong, 
his counterparts from Costa Rica and 
Nicaragua, Alexander Mora and Orlando 
Solorzano, respectively, Salvador’s Econ-
omy Minister Tharsis Salomon Lopez, 
Honduras’ Economic Development Min-
ister Arnaldo Castillo and Vice Minister of 
International Trade for Negotiation of the 
Ministry of Trade of Panama, Diana Sala-
zar. Kim in a statement said that the South 
Korea-Central America free trade deal 
would enable the countries to build more 
comprehensive, strategic partnerships, Efe 
news reported.

The statement added that South Korea 
is the first country to sign a trade agree-
ment with five Central American nations, 
paving the way for South Korean compa-
nies to expand their foothold in the market 
ahead of their Chinese and Japanese rivals.

The free trade agreement, which will 
eliminate duties on over 95 per cent of 
traded goods and open up the service 
and investment markets, will allow the 
five Central American nations to have 
preferential access to South Korea for their 
agricultural, marine and textile products.

The agreement is expected to ease 
South Korea’s electronics and automobile 
exports to the Central American nations, 
the report said.

Negotiations on the deal started in June 
2015 and it will now be sent to Parliaments 
of the signatory countries for ratification. 

Lima, Feb. 21 (PTI/AFP): At least 20 peo-
ple were killed when a bus veered off a 
mountain road and plunged into a ravine 
in southern Peru today, state news agency 
Andina reported.

At least 20 other passengers were in-
jured when the bus left the Pan-American 
highway and tumbled 80 metres (260 feet) 
down a jagged slope in the southern region 
of Arequipa.

The accident happened around 1.30 

am, the agency said.
Rescue teams “have been working 

since dawn, coordinating the transfer and 
care of the injured,” Arequipa governor 
Yamila Osorio wrote on her Twitter ac-
count. The injured were taken to hospital 
in the city of Camana. 

It was the second major accident on 
Peru’s roads this year. On January 2, a bus 
crashed into a ravine in the country’s cen-
tral coastal area, leaving 52 dead.
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ENTERTAINMENT
Oprah Winfrey, Clooneys donate $1 million 
towards protests on gun violence in US

Bill Gates to guest star in 
‘The Big Bang Theory’

Coogler expresses 
gratitude for ‘Black 
Panther’ success

T
V and entertainment 
icon Oprah Winfrey 
pledged to match ac-
tor George Clooney 
and his wife Amal in 

donating half a million dollars 
to students organising protests 
against gun violence in the US.

Winfrey wrote on Twitter that 
she “couldn’t agree more” with 
Clooney, who had said “our chil-
dren’s lives depend on it”, and 
said she would donate the same 
amount to the ‘March For Our 
Lives’ fund, reports dailymail.
co.uk.

On Tuesday, Clooney said he 
would attend the March protest 
with his wife, a human rights 
lawyer, as he praised the “cour-
age and eloquence” of the survi-
vors of a Florida school shooting 
that killed 17.

In a statement, Clooney said 
they would make the donation 
to ‘March For Our Lives’ in the 
names of their eight-month-old 
twins, Ella and Alexander.

Winfrey added on Twitter: 
“These inspiring young people 
remind me of the Freedom Rid-
ers of the 60s who also said we’ve 

had enough and our voices will 
be heard.”

Students have turned activ-
ists in the wake of the Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School 
attack in Parkland, and have led 
calls for stricter gun controls 
in the country where school 
shootings have become a rou-
tine affair.

Students and parents af-
fected by the massacre last week 
have set out on a demonstration 
in the state capital of Tallahassee 
on Wednesday.

The protest, led by students, 

will see demonstrators gather in 
Washington to call for new laws 
to prevent the “rampant” gun 
violence.

“Every kid in this country 
now goes to school wondering 
if this day might be their last. We 
live in fear,” its mission state-
ment added.

T h e  a l l e g e d  g u n m a n , 
19-year-old former student 
Nikolas Cruz, is reported to have 
been legally sold the assault rifle 
used in the February 14 attack, 
despite having a history of men-
tal health issues.

Survivors, stars and politi-
cians have all called on the Re-
publican Party and US President 
Donald Trump to impose stricter 
gun controls in the wake of the 
attack, which was the eighth 
school shooting to cause in-
jury or death this year, dailymail.
co.uk reported. 

Students from several Florida 
high schools had staged a walk-
out on Tuesday in a show of 
solidarity to the 14 students and 
three staff members, who were 
killed.

IANS

M
icrosoft founder 
Bill Gates is all set 
to cameo as him-
self in the popu-
lar sitcom “The 

Big Bang Theory”.
The 62-year-old technocrat 

and philanthropist will guest star 
in an episode which will air next 
month, Entertainment Weekly 
reported.

According to the plot, Penny 
(Kaley Cuoco) hosts Gates at 
work and her friendly neighbours 
would be seen trying everything 
to meet the billionaire entrepre-
neur.

Gates joins a long line of A-
lister guest stars to feature on 
“TBBT”as themselves, including 
Carrie Fisher, Bill Nye, Stephen 
Hawking, Neil deGrasse Tyson, 
Buzz Aldrin, LeVar Burton, Steve 
Wozniak, and Stan Lee, among 
others.

He previously appeared as 
himself in a guest role on “Frasier” 
in 2001.

Also starring Jim Parsons, 
Johnny Galecki, Simon Helberg, 
Kunal Nayyar, Melissa Rauch and 
Mayim Bialik, the CBS series re-
turns from March 1.

PTI

R
yan Coogler, who is 
currently basking in 
the success of “Black 
Panther”, penned a 
letter to thank fans 

for their support.
The superhero film set a 

record for top Monday domes-
tic gross ever (US), with $40.2 
million. The four-day domestic 
haul is $242 million, reports 
variety.com.

In a photograph posted on 
Marvel Studios’ official Insta-
gram page, Coogler shared 
that his cast and crew never 
anticipated the level at which 
“Black Panther” would touch 
movie-goers. 

“I am struggling to find the 
words to express my gratitude 
at this moment, but I will try. 
Filmmaking is a team sport. 
And our team was made up of 
amazing people from all over 
the world who believed in this 
story,” he wrote in the letter. 

“Deep down we all hoped 
that people would come to see 
a film about a fictional coun-
try on the continent of Africa, 

made up of a cast of people 
of African descent. Never in a 
million years did we imagine 
that you all would come out this 
strong,” he added. 

Th project is among the first 
films from the house of Marvel 
Studios that predominantly 
has a black cast and also shows 
a number of women of sub-
stance. 

It features Lupita Nyong’o, 
Michael B. Jordan, Daniel Ka-
luuya, Letitia Wright, Winston 
Duke, Angela Bassett, Forest 
Whitaker and Andy Serki. 

Coogler said in the letter 
that it was overwhelming and 
moving for him and his wife to 
“see people of all backgrounds 
wearing clothing that cele-
brates their heritage, taking 
pictures next to our posters 
with their friends and family, 
and sometimes dancing in the 
lobbies of theatres”.

Distributed by Walt Disney 
Studios Motion Pictures, it is 
the 18th film in the Marvel Cin-
ematic Universe.

IANS
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VOTE FOR

NAGA PEOPLE’S FRONT

MISSION
A NEW VISION     A NEW IMAGE     A NEW FUTURE• •

SHRI. T. R. ZELIANG
NPF CHIEF MINISTERIAL CANDIDATE

DR. SHURHOZELIE LIEZIETSU
NPF PRESIDENT

GLIMPSES OF WORKS DONE UNDER 
NPF-LED GOVERNMENT

PUBLISHED BY  PRESS BUREAU, NAGA PEOPLE’S FRONT, CENTRAL HEADQUARTER
 KOHIMA:  NAGALAND

MARKET LINKAGE HUB “ANGHYA”  LN2 PLANT AT KOHIMA THE STATE OF NAGALAND BECAME THE 1ST STATE IN THE COUNTRY TO COM-
PLETE THE PILOT PROJECT FOR NATIONAL INFORMATION INFRASTRUCTURE (NII)

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PROJECT AT LERIE, KOHIMA

UNDER SMALL HYDRO PROJECT (SHP), 2X50KW MAYEMONG HYDRO ELECTRIC 
PROJECT AT CHOKLANGAN VILLAGE UNDER NOKLAK SUB-DIVISION 

CONSTRUCTION OF STATE GUEST HOUSE AT R. K. PURAM, NEW DELHI/ CONSTRUCTION OF 
STAFF QUARTER AT DWARKA, DELHI (PHASE-I)

JNV DIMAPUR/ JNV ZUNHEBOTO
THE CUSTOMIZED RESCUE OPERATION VEHICLES HAS BEEN 
PLACED AT STRATEGIC LOCATIONS IN ALL THE DISTRICTS.

TIZU BRIDGE / CHIZUTI BRIDGE COMPLETED
RE- CONSTRUCTION OF MAJOR BRIDGE OVER RIVER 

DOYANG (WORKS UNDER PROGRESS)
CONSTRUCTION OF TSUSANGRA BRIDGE (WORKS UNDER 

PROGRESS)
AND REHABILITATION OF DOYANG BRIDGE (COMPLETED)

NEW TRANSFORMERS INSTALLED AT NAGARJAN POWER STATION
ANOTHER TRANSFORMER WILL BE INSTALLED SOON FOR BETTER POWEROLD WORN OUT TRANSFORMERS AT NAGARJAN POWER STATION

FOUR LANE ROAD PROJECT- KOHIMA  TO DIMAPUR THE FUTURE GLIMPSE OF KOHIMA  - DIMAPUR ROAD
Launched the works for – 2 laning of 4.4 kms of New Field Check Gate to Zion Hospital and 4 Laning of 12.90 kms from Zion Hospital to 

Chumukedima with contract value of Rs. 509.08 Crores which will be a Cement Concrete road for better quality.

THE TRANSFORMATION HAS ALREADY BEGUN
PLEASE VOTE FOR NPF TO CONTINUE WITH THE PROGRESS

AND TOGETHER LET’S BUILD A RESURGENT NAGALAND
D-5066
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Karolina Pliskova made the Dubai final in 2015, losing to Simona Halep

Russia’s Alina Zagitova set a new world record for the women’s short programme.
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Mirror Crossword 1741        sud0ku 1581
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1740

ACRoss
1. Dish
6. 2nd letter in the Greek alphabet
10. Periods in history
14. Swiss mathematician Leonhard 

_____ (1707-1783)
15. Grass in a yard
16. Sand hill
17. Thin sheet for writing
18. Modern day Persia
19. Exhort
20. Prolongs or maintains
22. Chocolate cream pastry
24. English college
25. Alternate forms of genes
26. Baseball manager John or 

reliever Tug
29. Largest continent
30. Jai ____, sport
31. Genus of Asian evergreen plants
37. Controls a horse
39. Interjection of surprise
40. Ancient Greek sculptor
41. Gathering into a ball
44. Structure made by a bird
45. Dry
46. Masters of Ceremony
48. “Family Ties” actress Justine 

_______
52. Winnie the ____
53. Among
54. Japanese warriors
58. A few
59. Prince of Midian (Bible)
61. Longest river in France
62. Ferrous
63. Whiskeys
64. Narrow channel of water

65. Focussing glasses
66. French for “Seven”
67. Tupelos 

DoWn
1. Invigorates
2. Hawaiian feast
3. European mountain range
4. Wavering
5. Printing error corrections
6. College in Brenham Texas
7. Hearing organs
8. Trans World Airways
9. Includes earthworms and 

leeches
10. Latin for “Edible”

11. Not urban
12. “Police Woman” actress _____ 

Dickinson 
13. Fortune tellers
21. Western US state
23. Demand or assert
25. Pertaining to the largest 

continent
26. Pulpy residue left after 

squeezing fruit
27. Singer ____ Laine
28. Obtain
29. Plant louse
32. Live-form polio vaccine
33. Simultaneous occurrence
34. Tall woody plant

35. Thorny flower
36. Picnic insects
38. Shuts with force 
42. Speakers
43. Geometry (abbrev.)
47. Vertical shaft in a glacier
48. An aromatic herb
49. Italian for “Love”
50. Name meaning “Honorable”
51. Paradises
52. Maker of “Blue Ribbon Beer”
54. Ooze
55. Feels unwell
56. Angers
57. Stiff hair or bristle
60. Cereal grain grass

solutions to suD0ku 1580

Zinedine Zidane 

Zagitova, 15, smashes skate 
record as Bjoergen makes history

Pliskova rallies to advance in Dubai

Williams says terrifying health scare almost killed her

Villarreal’s Semedo arrested for assault

Want to stay with Real Madrid, says Zidane

Gangneung (South Ko-
rea), Feb. 21 (AFP): The 
15-year-old Alina Zagitova 
stole the show in figure 
skating on Wednesday as 
American skier Lindsey 
Vonn took bronze in her 
final Olympic downhill 
and Norway’s Marit Bjoer-
gen became the most suc-
cessful athlete in Winter 
Games history.

Zagitova was breath-
taking in the Russian-
dominated short pro-
gramme, breaking the 
world record set just min-
utes earlier by her team-
mate, 18-year-old Evgenia 
Medvedeva.

It put the Russian 
starlets top of the stand-
ings ahead of Friday’s free 
skate, where Zagitova will 
attempt to become the 
youngest women’s singles 
figure skating champi-
on since Tara Lipinski in 
1998.

They also look set to 
win the first gold of the 
Games for the Olympic 
Athletes from Russia, who 
are competing as neutrals 
after Russia’s national 
team was banned over a 
major doping scandal.

“We are friends, we are 
young girls, we can talk 
about anything with each 
other,” said Medvedeva, 
who like Zagitova is mak-
ing her Olympic debut.

“But on the ice, we 
must fight, I feel like it’s a 
little war, when you skate 

you are alone,” added the 
double world champion.

America’s Vonn, 33, 
was aiming for a second 
downhill title in her final 
Olympics, but it was not 
to be as she finished third 
behind Italy’s Sofia Goggia 
and Ragnhild Mowinckel 
of Norway.

But the 2010 winner 
was delighted to reach 
the podium, becoming al-
pine skiing’s oldest female 
medallist after a series 
of injuries which threat-
ened to wreck her career 
and ruled her out of Sochi 

2014.
“If you think what’s 

happened over the last 
eight years and what I’ve 
been through to get here, 
I gave it all 
a n d t o 
come away 

with a m e d a l 
is a dream c o m e 
true,” said Vonn.

“You’ve got to put 
things into perspective. 
Of course, I would have 
loved a gold medal but, 

honestly, this is amazing 
and I’m so proud.”
Ski cross chaos 
Bjoergen reached 14 
Olympic medals when 
she took bronze in cross-
country skiing’s women’s 
team sprint free, outstrip-
ping compatriot Ole Einar 
Bjoerndalen, who has 13 
in biathlon.

Bjoergen, 37, is also 
the second most suc-
cessful woman at either 
the Summer or Winter 
Games, trailing only Sovi-
et gymnast Larisa Latyni-
na with 18 medals.

Madrid, Feb. 21 (IANS): Real Madrid 
coach Zinedine Zidane sought to quash 
media speculation about his future by 
stating emphatically that he wants to 
remain with the club.

“I’m not tired,” the Frenchman said a 
week after another pre-match press con-
ference where he described Real Madrid 
as the most exhausting club to manage, 
reports Efe.

It has been a difficult season for the 
Blancos, who are out of contention for the 
La Liga title and were eliminated from the 
Copa del Rey, though their bid to win the 
Champions League a third consecutive 
time remains alive.

“Sometimes, responding (to ques-

tions) there are some doubts, but at the 
end, I’ll continue until I get tired of this 
job,” Zidane said. 

“I’m fine here, I’m going to continue 
to fight. But I will say that I take it day by 
day. With a long contract or not, it is day 
by day, that is what helps me be strong. 
I’m going to fight to stay here forever. If 
I am to continue, before the end of the 
season I will tell you. Just before,” the 
former Real Madrid superstar and France 
international said.

“I enjoy every day. It takes it out of you 
but I’m very young. I’m not 75 years old 
and able to say that I’m tired of training. 
I’m 45 years old and I’m in good shape to 
train,” Zidane added.

Dubai, Feb. 21 (AFP): For-
mer world number one 
Karolina Pliskova beat 
Carla Suarez Navarro 5-7, 
6-2, 6-4 to clinch the first 
of the quarter-final plac-
es at the Dubai Champi-
onships on Wednesday.

Third seed Pliskova 
was joined in the last 
eight by Japan’s Naomi 
Osaka, a winner over An-
ett Kontaveit of Estonia, 
6-2, 7-6 (7/5).

Pliskova, who headed 
the WTA rankings from 
mid-July to mid-Septem-
ber, needed a fightback 
to go through at the Avia-
tion Club after losing the 
opening set to her 27th-

ranked opponent from 
the Canary Islands.

The Czech won the 
second set and survived 
a run of three consecu-
tive breaks of serve in the 
third, taking a 4-3 lead 
over Suarez Navarro.

Pliskova reached 5-3 
and served out the fight-
ing win two games later 
in just over two hours.

“I was not playing 
the best tennis today, 
we were both a little bit 
struggling,” Pliskova said 
after finishing with 11 
aces, six double-faults 
and losing her serve five 
times.

“For me, this was the 

first match here after 
couple days of practice. 
I haven’t had that many 
matches for last couple of 
weeks since I came from 
Melbourne.

“I’m just finding the 
rhythm of the matches. 
Finally I got the win, so 
maybe it’s better in the 
next match.

“These are the im-
portant wins - when you 
are not playing your best 
tennis.”

Osaka, ranked 48th, 
now stands 2-0 over Kon-
taveit, taking victory in 
90 minutes with six aces 
and the same number of 
service breaks.

Los Angeles, Feb. 21 (AFP): Serena Williams says 
she lives in fear of blood clots, a condition that 
surfaced during a harrowing postnatal ordeal in 
September when she almost died giving birth to 
her first child.

In an op-ed piece she wrote for CNN on 
Tuesday, the tennis legend lifted the lid on her 
near-death experience while giving birth to 
daughter, Olympia, after getting blood clots in 
her lungs.

“I almost died after giving birth to my daugh-
ter,” Williams said.

The 23-time Grand Slam champion Williams 
said she had to have an emergency Cesarean 
section surgery after her heart rate plummeted 
dramatically during contractions. The surgery 
was successful and before she knew it she was 
holding the newborn.

“But what followed just 24 hours after giving 

birth were six days of uncertainty,” she said.
In a Vogue magazine interview in January, 

Williams said that during her postnatal ordeal 
she suffered a pulmonary embolism -- when 
blood clots block one or more arteries in the 
lungs. But this was not the first time the 36-year-
old Williams has had a scrape with death from 
blood clots. In 2011, she spent nearly 12 months 
incapacitated after a cut on her foot from a piece 
of broken glass at a Munich restaurant led to a 
pulmonary embolism.

“Because of my medical history with this 
problem I live in fear of this situation,” the 
American said Tuesday.

Williams said that while recovering in the 
hospital, one day after the emergency Cesarean, 
she felt short of breath and after some convinc-
ing on Williams’ part, the hospital staff finally 
sent for a CT scan and then put her on a life-

Castellon (Spain), Feb. 21 (IANS): Vil-
larreal said that it will conduct its own 
investigation of events leading up to 
the arrest of player Ruben Semedo on 
charges that he assaulted and illegally 
detained a person.

The 23-year-old Portuguese de-
fender was taken away from his home 
on Tuesday afternoon in a police van, 
reports Efe. In a statement posted on 
its official Web site, Villarreal voiced its 
utmost concern, stressing that the club 

will make sure the appropriate disci-
plinary measures are taken based on the 
seriousness of Semedo’s offence.

The Portuguese player arrived at Vil-
larreal last summer, but since then has 
suffered several injuries and participat-
ed in only a few matches with the club.

Semedo was involved in a pair of 
incidents last fall, including one where 
he was taken into custody after alleg-
edly threatening a night-club employee 
with a gun.

“It’s hard to under-
stand, actually,” Bjoergen 
said.

“I think I’ll need to 
have time to myself and 
look behind me and look 
how I’ve been able to 
do this. It’s still hard to 
understand it when I’m 
standing here.”

T h e re  w a s  d i s a p -
pointment for the United 
States when their men’s 
ice hockey team, miss-
ing NHL players after a 
row over money, crashed 
out 3-2 in the quarter-
finals against the Czech 
Republic.

In other action, Rus-
sian skier Sergey Ridzik 
recovered from a crash in 
the ski cross final to take 
bronze, behind Canada’s 
Bredy Leman and Marc 
Bischofberger of Switzer-
land.

Ridzik went down ear-
ly in the race but he got 
up, clambered to the top 
of a slope and restarted 
his run, coming in behind 
the front two as Cana-
da’s Kevin Drury failed to 
finish. The competition, 
where four skiers race 
each other down a twist-
ing track featuring a num-
ber of jumps, was marred 
by a series of heavy falls.

F r a n c e’s  Te r e n c e 
Tchiknavorian broke his 
leg and Canadian racer 
Chris Del Bosco was also 
taken to hospital after a 
sickening wipe-out.

saving drip.
Wound popped open
But her ordeal wasn’t over. She started 

coughing so much from the blood clots 
that her Cesarean wound popped open.

“I returned to surgery where the doctors 
found a large hematoma in my abdomen. 
Then I returned to the operating room for 
a procedure that prevents clots from travel-
ling to my lungs.

“When I finally made it home to my 
family I had to spend six weeks of mother-
hood in bed.”

Williams praised the hospital Tuesday 
staff saying “if it weren’t for their profes-
sional care, I wouldn’t be here today”. She 
did not reveal the name of the hospital in 
the CNN piece.

Her kind words though were in contrast 
to some sharp statements she made in the 
earlier Vogue article where she says she had 
to coax the hospital staff to send her for a 
CT scan and hook her up to an IV.

“I was like a Doppler? I told you, I need 
a CT scan and a heparin drip (blood thin-
ner),” Williams told the magazine.

Williams said it was a complicated 
experience and despite the agonizing ups 
and downs she “considers herself fortu-
nate”.

Partly for surviving the ordeal and also 
because she can still live out her dream on 
the tennis court once she returns to com-
petitive form. The former world number 
one staged her long-awaited tennis come-
back earlier this month by playing along-
side her older sister, Venus, in a Federation 
Cup doubles match but it didn’t go well.

Serena -- looking rusty and slow-footed 
-- lost 6-2, 6-3 to the unheralded Dutch 
pairing of Lesley Kerkhove and Demi 
Schuurs.

Serena Williams lifted the lid on her 
near-death experience while giving 
birth to daughter, Olympia, after get-
ting blood clots in her lungs



Lee Chong Wei

Barcelona’s Messi celebrates his goal against Chelsea at the Stamford Bridge, England on Tue. Feb. 20.
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J a m e s R o d r i g u e z 
joined Bayern on a 
two-year loan deal 
from Real Madrid last 
summer Ashton Agar (R) celebrates the wicket of New Zealand’s Colin de Grandhomme at the Eden Park in 

Auckland on Wed. Feb. 21

Temjenwati Longkumer seen during a practice session.

Messi ends Chelsea drought 
to give Barcelona last-16 edge

Australia beat Kiwis in Tri-Series final

Badminton ace Lee was approached 
by match-fixer — Report

Restless Bayern wait on Rodriguez fitness

Another Naga trooper joins new breed of league footballers
'I want to show that sports can be a good career'

London, Feb. 21 (AFp): 
Chelsea manager Antonio 
Conte rued one costly 
mistake as Lionel Messi 
gave Barcelona the upper 
hand from the first leg of 
their Champions League 
last-16 tie by salvaging 
a 1-1 draw at Stamford 
Bridge.

Messi struck for the 
first time in nine games 
against Chelsea 15 min-
utes from the end, as An-
dres Iniesta punished the 
English champions once 
more when he intercept-
ed Andreas Christensen's 
slack pass across his own 
box to tee up the five-time 
World Player of the Year.

Willian's fine strike 
just after the hour mark 
had put Chelsea in com-
mand after he had hit 
both posts in the first half.

Chelsea must now 

score when they travel to 
the Camp Nou on March 
14 to have any chance of 
making the last eight.

"Against this oppo-
nent, this type of player 
like Messi, (Luis) Suarez, 
Iniesta, if you make 
a mistake you pay," 
said Con-
te.

"There 
is a bit of disap-
pointment. But at 
the same time this game 
must give us a lot of con-
fidence to trust that in the 
second leg the qualifica-
tion is open."

Nine years on from 
combining for a stoppage-
time equaliser in a highly 
controversial semi-final at 
Stamford Bridge to send 
Barca to the final, Iniesta 
and Messi swapped roles 
as this time the Spaniard 

provided the pass and 
Messi the finish.

"We failed to create 
clear-cut chances despite 
having domination of the 
game. In the end it came 
from an error from them 

and we took advan-
tage," said Barca 

coach Er-
nesto Val-
verde.

"It is a good 
score  given we 

were behind and clearly 
there is everything left to 
decide in the second leg."

Conte sprang a sur-
prise before kick-off by 
leaving out both Olivier 
Giroud and Alvaro Morata 
with Eden Hazard instead 
operating in the middle of 
a front three.

And it was Hazard 
who sent the first warn-
ing that Barca were in for 

an uncomfortable eve-
ning when he fired just 
over from 20 yards five 
minutes in.

Chelsea constantly 
tried to surround Messi 
with three or four blue 
shirts to limit the Argen-
tine's threat, but he dug 
out a cross to the far post 
where an unmarked Pau-
linho headed Barca's best 
chance of the first-half 
wide.

Barca then went on to 
dominate possession, but 
the visitors lacked pen-
etration and were lucky 
to go in level at half-time.

Third time lucky for 
Willian

Willian scored twice 
from outside the box 
against Hull City in the FA 
Cup on Friday, and was 
inches away from another 
long-range stunner when 

Zhovezo Resu
Kohima, Feb. 21 (EMN): 
With the likes of foot-
ballers from Nagaland 
Kivi Zhimomi and James 
Kithan debuting in the 
Indian League 2017-18, 
another has joined the 
brood: Temjenwati Long-
kumer. 

The 18-year-old de-
fender is currently playing 
for Shillong Lajong FC 
after being selected to play 
in the senior team in 2017 
for the Shillong League. “I 
feel like I'm part of the big 
boys club now. I met a lot 
of star players and profes-
sionals and playing along-
side them made it feel like 
I have achieved one of my 
dreams,” the teenager, 
who can also play at strike 
or midfield, said.

Longkumer told the 
Eastern Mirror that "Na-
gas are crazy for football 
and it runs in our blood." 
But, he observed, "I think 
we are hypocritical when 
it comes to choosing 

sports as a career."
"We organise count-

less local tournaments but 
when it comes to leagues, 
we fall behind. Leagues 
can be very encouraging 
for players.”

He hails from Changki 
village in Mokokchung 
district, and a resident 
of Chumukedima town 
in Dimapur district. He 
played for North East-11 
then coached by Alison 
Kharsyntiew. Kharsyn-
tiew is currently the as-
sistant coach of Shillong 
Lajong. 'He took me under 
his wing and that's how I 
joined Shillong Lajong,' 
the young footballer said. 

Coming from a family 
of football lovers, Long-
kumer said that his father 
played football represent-
ing the state as was his 
brother.

“Naturally, football 
runs in my blood. As a 
Naga, football will al-
ways be a favourite sport. 
I played football ever 

he curled onto the post 
from 25 yards with Marc-
Andre ter Stegen beaten 
in the Barca goal.

Barca had kept six 
clean sheets in their pre-
vious seven Champions 
League games, but once 
again had good luck rath-
er than good defending 
to thank four minutes 
before the break when 
Willian hooked another 
effort from outside the 
box off the woodwork.

"Willian could have 
had a hat-trick -- but we 
go home sad because a 
fantastic performance 
is not a fantastic result," 
Chelsea's former Barca 
midfielder Cesc Fabregas 
told BT Sport.

"We have to go there 
to attack and score be-
cause 90 minutes defend-
ing at the Nou Camp is 
an eternity, it is a suicide 
mission. We have to play 
our game."

Barca appeared to 
have restored order early 
in the second period, but 
failed to learn their lesson 
of Willian's danger from 
the edge of the box.

A short corner was 
worked into the Brazil-
ian's path and he arrowed 
a low shot past the rooted 
Ter Stegen.

However, Barca re-
main unbeaten in 31 La 
Liga and Champions 
League games under Er-
nesto Valverde thanks to 
a late rally.

Christensen's danger-
ous ball across his own 
box was a gift for an old 
scourge of Chelsea in Ini-
esta and Messi made no 
mistake by sweeping low 
past Thibaut Courtois 
for his 28th goal of the 
season.

since I was very young 
with friends and so did in 
school. I officially started 
playing for Gauhati Town 
Club in 2015. So far, I've 
played for Gauhati Town 
Club, North East 11 (U-17) 
and currently, Shillong La-

jong (U-18),” he said.
But his football career 

was not always certain. 
The young footballer spoke 
about his family's con-
cern at his choice of ca-
reer—they wanted him 
to concentrate more on 

academic studies rather 
than sports as he was still 
in high school and he had 
started playing for clubs. 
He credits his uncle for 
encouraging him to pursue 
football as a career—he 
took the nephew to a foot-

ball trail in Kohima in 2015. 
He was then selected to 
play defense for Gauhati 
Town Club.  Thereafter his 
family joined in with their 
support.

For Longkumer, inspi-
ration is from his father. “I 

Kuala Lumpur, Feb. 21 
(ptI/AFp): Lee Chong 
Wei has revealed he once 
rejected an offer by a 
match-fixer and said he 
was "ashamed" two fel-
low Malaysian badmin-
ton players were under 
investigation over alleged 
fixing, a report said today.

World number two 
Lee said he was ap-
proached a few years ago, 
without giving further 
details.

"Money is not every-
thing to me," he was cited 
as saying in Kuala Lum-
pur by Malaysia's New 
Straits Times newspaper.

"For me, national 
pride comes first and it 
is my responsibility to 
uphold it." 

The 35-year-old's rev-
elation came after news 
emerged last week that 
two Malaysian players 
are being investigated 
by the Badminton World 
Federation (BWF) for sus-
pected match-fixing.

The pair, who are re-
portedly due to face a 
BWF hearing in Singa-
pore later this month, 
could be banned for life 
if found guilty.

Lee,  a  three-time 
Olympic silver medallist, 

grew up watching him play 
as a child and it has affect-
ed me more than any other 
factor in my choice to pur-
sue football as a career.” He 
has since then making in-
roads into trophies. He was 
best defender in the Forlic 
cup and the highest scorer 
in a local tournament.

Speaking about sports 
in Nagaland, Longkumer 
observed that Naga lack 
dedication and fitness. “We 
ignore our physical fitness 
and even though Nagas 
are blessed with potential 
in sports, we lack dedi-
cation to our talents and 
adreams.”  He observed 
that there was a need for 
proper facilities and expo-
sure. ‘We lack programmes 
for young players and I 
think we fail to provide the 
right training. We have a lot 
of good players who can 
make it to national arenas 
but lack direction and sup-
port,’ he said. 

Encouraging young-
sters to take up sports as 

a profession, Temjen said, 
'Indian parents lack the 
broad mentality; we force 
our children to either be 
a doctor or an engineer. I 
think it's high time we as a 
whole society accept each 
field as an ideal career 
choice depending on what 
the individual wants for 
himself.'

On the other hand, he 
added, 'I want to be able to 
show Nagas that football 
can be a career choice set-
ting my own example.” 

Temjen Longkumer 
will also be part of the 
NEC U-21 Invitational 
Prize Money Gold Cup 
Football Tournament rep-
resenting Nagaland as 
part of the celebration of 
the birth centenary of Dr. 
T Ao which will be held at 
Guwahati from Feb. 22 till 
the 28th. In the first match 
(Group A), Nagaland will 
play against Manipur 
on Feb. 23 at 5pm at SAI 
regional centre football 
ground in Guwahati.

said the allegations had 
"tarnished" Malaysia's 
reputation.

"As a top player, I 
feel embarrassed and 
ashamed," he said. "I 
hope the case comes to 
an end soon." 

Malaysian sports of-
ficials have declined to 
identify the two players 
embroiled in the scandal, 
who have been suspend-
ed, or give details of the 
allegations against them.

But reports say they 
are a former top junior 
player and another who 
had taken part in the 

Thomas Cup, a presti-
gious team event.

Badminton has been 
hit by match-fixing scan-
dals before.

At the 2012 Olympics, 
eight women's doubles 
players were disqualified 
for trying to lose group 
games to gain an easier 
quarter-final draw.

And in 2014, the BWF 
asked police to investi-
gate claims by two Danish 
players, Hans-Kristian 
Vittinghus and Kim As-
trup, that they were ap-
proached by a Malaysian 
man to throw matches.

Auckland (New Zealand), 
Feb. 21 (IANS): Australia 
defeated New Zealand 
by 19 runs via the Duck-
worth-Lewis method in 
the final of the Tri-Series 
Twenty20 cricket tourna-
ment at the Eden Park 
here on Wednesday.

Australia have now 
risen to the joint high-
est spot in the Twenty20 
International rankings, 
sharing the pole position 
with Pakistan.

Opting to bat first, 
New Zealand posted 
150/9 in their 20 overs.

Ross Taylor was the 
highest scorer in an or-
dinary batting effort by 
the Kiwis with 43 runs off 
38 balls.

Left-arm spinner Ash-
ton Agar returned figures 
of 3/27 for Australia while 
pacers Kane Richardson 
and Andrew Tye picked 
up two wickets each.

Australia were going 
great guns in their chase 
with opener D Arcy Short 
scoring 50 runs off 30 
deliveries.

The Australians had 
reached 121/3 in 14.4 

overs when rain forced 
t h e  p l a y e r s  o f f  t h e 
ground.

Although the show-
ers stopped within half 
an hour, the officials de-
cided against continuing 
with the match, declaring 
Australia the winner via 
the Duckworth-Lewis 
method.

Brief scores:
New Zealand: 150/9 

in 20 overs (Ross Taylor 
43; Ashton Agar 3/43) vs 
Australia: 121/3 in 14.4 
overs (D Arcy Short; Colin 
Munro 1/18).

Berlin, Feb. 21 (AFp): Run-
away Bundesliga leaders 
Bayern Munich are wait-
ing to discover the extent 
of James Rodriguez's calf 
injury amid grumblings of 
unrest in their star-stud-
ded squad.

The Colombian inter-
national limped off after 
44 minutes of Tuesday 
night's 5-0 mauling of Be-
siktas in the Champions 
League last 16, first-leg tie.

Bayern hope for good 
news when the attacking 
midfielder is examined on 
Wednesday.

"I think the injury is 
not that bad, but I don't 
know if it will take a few 
days or longer - we will 
have to see," said head 
coach Jupp Heynckes.

Heynckes said Rodri-

guez did not feel a sharp 
"sting, like a muscle tear, 
but it came on gradually, 
so it was better to take 
him off."

Bayern are waiting to 
see if the 26-year-old will 
miss Saturday's Bundes-
liga game at home to Her-

tha Berlin.
The Bavarian giants 

are on a 14-match win-
ning run, 19 points clear 
in the Bundesliga table 
and on course for a sixth 
straight league title.

When Rodriguez went 
off just before half-time, 

Arjen Robben replaced 
him and helped set up 
goals for Thomas Mueller 
and Robert Lewandowski, 
who both scored twice.

In post-match inter-
views, Robben was clearly 
annoyed at starting on the 
bench alongside fellow 
veteran winger Franck 
Ribery, who came on for 
the final 10 minutes.

"When you don't play, 
it hurts, but I don't want to 
say more or I'll end up in 
trouble," fumed Robben.

The German media 
were quick to pick up on 
his malaise amid con-
cerns it could spark unrest 
within the team.

"Of course players like 
Arjen and Franck are dis-
appointed when they are 
left out," said defender 

Jerome Boateng reassur-
ingly.

"There wasn't any 
trouble and Arjen gave us 
new momentum when he 
came on.

"James has played well 
in the past few weeks, it 
was a difficult decision to 
make - it's not easy for the 
coach."

Heynckes had all of his 
outfield players fit to face 
Besiktas and admits it is a 
struggle deciding who to 
leave out.

"I have to manage that 
and I do what I think is 
right. Everyone has to ac-
cept that. Full stop," said 
Heynckes.

"He (Robben) came in 
and invigorated us, I knew 
he would and I am glad to 
have options up front."


