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CrPC promulgated 
at Longkhum over 
breach fear

NCP state unit condemn 
assassination of Sangma

CEO to meet 
media on Feb. 21 

Dimapur, Feb. 20 (EMN): The district elec-
tion officer of Mokokchung, Sachin Jaiswal 
has promulgated prohibitive order under 
Section 144 of Criminal Procedure Code 
(CrPC) in Longkhum village, in view of the 
apprehension of the possible breach of 
peace and disturbance of public tranquil-
lity thereby vitiating the smooth conduct 
of election in the village. 

The order will remain in force from 6 
pm to 6 am from Feb. 19 till the end of the 
election process i.e. Mar. 3.

The order prohibits assembly of five or 
more persons and carrying of fire arms, 
stones, lathis, explosive materials or any 
such items with immediate effect. Viola-
tors will be liable for punishment under 
Section 188 of the IPC.

The prohibitive order shall not apply to 
government officials involved in the con-
duct of elections, law and order and essen-
tial services, the order stated.

DGP appeals for free and fair election
Dimapur, Feb. 20 (EMN): The 
state Director General of Police 
Rupin Sharma has appealed to 
the public to consciously re-
frain from any art that will viti-
ate the process of free and fair 
elections and invite adverse 
notice or action from the arms 
of law. Update from DIPR on 
Tuesday stated.

Nagaland Police has been 
actively involved in the con-
duct of peaceful, fair and free 
elections in Nagaland under 
the guidance, supervision and 
directions of the Election Com-
mission of India, DGP said.

Nagaland police has in this 
process commenced drive for 
preventive actions of various 
kinds against any person/ per-
sons who are involved in or are 
likely to be involved in vitiat-

ing the process of free and fair 
polls, it informed.

As a part of the Expenditure 
monitoring architecture that 
has been set up in districts, the 
Police department has initi-
ated several steps to curb the 
use of muscle power, money 
power and liquor during elec-
tions leading to seizure, arrest 
and registration of FIRs in the 
Police Stations.

DGP also informed that 
having a negative police record 
will negatively influence the 
process in obtaining police 
verification for character cer-
tificate, no objection certificate 
and from the department for 
the purpose of arms licenses, 
passport, job application, edu-
cational purposes and others 
in future.

Dimapur, Feb. 20 (EMN): The 
Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) Nagaland state unit 
has strongly condemned the 
assassination of NCP candi-
date of Meghalaya Jonathone 
Sangma along with his two 
supporters and bodyguard 
who were shot dead by uni-
dentified assailants at Sa-
manda in East Garo Hills on 
Sunday. 

Expressing shocked at 
the brutal act, the state unit 
demanded justice that strict 
actions should be taken im-
mediately by the concerned 
authority. 

It also conveyed deep-
est condolence messages to 
the bereaved families and 
NCP party functionaries and 
prayed for the departy soul to 
rest in peace. 

Dimapur, Feb. 20 (EMN): The Office of the 
Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) has informed 
of a press conference with the media both 
print and electronic on Feb. 21 at 11 am at 
Media Cell, CEO office in Kohima. All print 
and electronic media are requested to at-
tend.

Phom womenfolk walk barefoot 
in prayer for Clean Election 
Appeals citizens to observe God oriented election
Dimapur, Feb. 20 (EMN): 
The Phom Baptist Chris-
tian Association and 
Longleng Town Baptist 
Church (LTBC) women 
department organised a 
barefoot prayer walk on 
Feb. 19 under the ban-
ner “Barefoot prayer 
walk for Clean Election 
2018”.  Update from the 
organiser infromed on 
Tuesday.

The walk was started 
from Lempong junction 
and ended at Hukphang-
Bhumnyu junction cover-
ing the whole Longleng 
district main street. 

It was stated that 
more than 600 women-
folk in traditional attire 

walked across the street 
of Longleng district in 
prayer and songs.

APW LTBC Nyiamla 
invoked God’s blessing 
and give thanks to Al-
mighty for peaceful situ-
ation with no election 
related violence and alter-
cations in the district.

The gathering con-
fessed their sins and also 
prayed for the citizens to 
abstain from selling votes, 
use of alcohol and drugs 
and guns-muscles. 

ES PBCA Tialemba 
Phom said ‘one cannot 
come to power over a 
citizen’s death body.’ Vio-
lence, bloodshed and evil 
intention should be shun 

and Christ oriented Clean 
Election should be prac-
ticed, he said.

The gathering also 
pledged and affirmed its 
stand on Nagaland Bap-
tist Church Council trien-
nial convention’s resolu-
tion. 

Women secretary 
PBCA Angbhen encour-
aged the citizens to value 
the life given by God. She 
said ‘there is life beyond 
election’ and that no in-
dividual, family or society 
can exist without God’s 
blessing. 

She also voiced that 
people do not have the 
strength to take God’s 
wrath and that one can-

not bear His anger. She 
reminded the citizens 
that Phom land is called 
the ‘Land of Peace’ and 
that they are given the 
purpose to preserve the 
God given peace through 
all circumstances. 

Evil and wrong prac-
tices such as selling of 
vote; clashes and vio-
lence, and use of sub-
stance abuse will bring 
great harm, she added. 

Electing the right 
leader was emphasised.

Citizens were called 
to observe God oriented 
election and abstain from 
bloodshed, violence, vote 
sell and use of liquor and 
drugs. 

Owner: Sunil Agarwal
Regd.No NL-07R 3717
Chasis No: 
MB8NG4BBGG8207816
Engine No: BGA1306536
Model: SUZUKI GIXXER-SF
Colour MAT TRITON BLUE
Lost at Golaghat Road near 
public ground 13th Dec 2017 
around 3:20 am

LOST NOTICE

D-5064

Owner: ANJU PRASAD
Regd. No: NL-07M0887
Chassis No: 
MD626AG43D1L48941
Engine No: OG4LD1047939
Model: TVS WEGO, Colour: 
Volcano Red
Vehicle Class: Scoter, lost 
at opp. Christian school 
S&S Shopping Centre

LOST NOTICE

D-5065

I, KHRUVOTOLÜ NYEKHA 
d/o VETSONÜ NYEKHA 
am applying a duplicate 
copy of BA 3rd Sem. (Hon.) 
Marksheet as I have lost it.

LOST NOTICE

K-1574

Sl No. District Health Block Health Unit Vehicle No Driver’s Name Mobile No

1 Dimapur

Dimapur DH Dmp NL-10-7598 Wekulo 9856889358
Dhansiripar CHCDhansiripar NL-10-6842 Tony Langthasa 9856789613
Nuiland PHCNuiland NL-10-7583 InaviShikhu 8575226233
Medzephima CHCMedzephima NL-10-6476 Adzepulie 8014875913

2 Kohima

Tseminyu CHCTseminyu NL-10-8167 Runolo Kent 9615002865
Tseminyu PHCChunglikha NL-10-7589 Joel Tep 8415008279
Viswema CHCViswema NL-10-6856 Zayieto 8974418329
Viswema PHCKezocha NL-10-7590 TemjenAo 9774565775
Chiephobozou CHCChiephobozou NL-10-7602 Kevichalhou 8344874849
Kohima UPHCSeikhazou NL-10-6475 AbouKeretsu 9856235337
Chiephobozou PHCBotsa NL-10-5952 NeihulieKense 8974670125

3 Kiphire

Kiphire PHCAmhator NL-10-7585 Litsase 8974100227
Seyochung- Sitimi PHCSitimi NL-10-7600 Kiutsumong 9862651725
Kiphire DH Kiphire NL-11- 2491 Surtak Ram 8416055245
Seyochung- Sitimi PHCSeyochung NL-10-6854  
Pungro CHCPungro NL-10-8928 Seyamew 9612870026

4 Longleng

Yongnyah PHCYongnyah NL-10-7601 Taushen 9862819398
Tamlu CHCTamlu NL-10-6846 Takutoshi 8974199859
Longleng PHCYachem NL-10-6850 A.LongtiPhom 986266638
Longleng DH Longleng NL-10-8921 HaupoPhom 9612307380

5 Mokokchung

Changtongya PHCLongjang NL-10-7593 Chubamaong 8131968609
Changtonya CHCChangtongya NL-10-6843 Maken 8413938761
Mangkolemba CHCMangkolemba NL-10-6855 Ebenezer 9862426268
Mangkolemba PHCLongchem NL-10-7587 Imliyanger 8731006833
Mangkolemba PHCTsurangkong NL-10-8162 Awaba 9862908689
Mangkolemba PHCAlongkima NL-10-6837 Molungnenba 9862816182
Tuli CHCTuli NL-10-6838 Rongsennungba/ Imoliba 8974140664
Ongpangkong PHCMangmetong NL-10-8926 Pangerwati 9856580442
Ongpangkong PHCLongkhum NL-10-8574 Aotonzuk 8256922904
Ongpangkong DH Mokokchung NL-10-8924 Chidipokba 9774935848

6 Mon

Tobu CHC Tobu NL-10-6839 ThongoKonyak 8730954962
Tizit PHCTizit NL-10-7588 Among 7664835303
Phomching PHCPhomching NL-10-7606 Longshah 9612444229
Wakching PHCWakching NL-10-7592 Hongi 8732020415
Aboi CHCAboi NL-10-6852 Pochi 8413828144
Chen PHCChingkao NL-10-8170 A.Yangyei 9862337899
Mon  Mon DH NL-10-8925 B.Gogoi 9436265296

7 Peren

Tening PHCTening NL-10-7591 Hupingma 9402827993

Peren DH Peren NL-10-6849 Kangti 9402017840
Ilungsapheing 9402911523

Athibung PHCAthibung NL-10-7594 ParamsauNewmai 8413003374

Jalukie CHCJalukie NL-10-6853 Neizilie 9436866754
Aloibe 9436074354

8 Phek

Chozuba CHCChozuba NL-10-8166 Vezoto 9436663877
Chozuba PHCDzulhami NL-10-8169 Vehopra 8132907768
Chozuba PHCRuzhazo NL-10-6851 Kutao 9862175047
Meluri PHCAkhegow NL-10-6857 Chomong 9863529099
Meluri CHCMeluri NL-10-6475 Vithorhii 8729934839
Meluri PHCWezihu NL-10-7581 Ghoshevi 9612490278
Meluri PHCLaluri NL-10-4362 No Driver  
Phek PHCKhuza NL-10-7599 Vephuta 8731891327
Phek DH Phek NL-10-8923 Vezo 8413874414
Pfutsero PHCZuketsa NL-10-6844 Tewelhi 8974919718
Pfutsero PHCChizami NL-10-8227 Kekhewete 9436408876

9 Tuensang

Tuesang DH Tuesang NL-11-2493 Meren 9436414543
Tuesang ECSLongpang NL-10-8163 Mongko 8413991799
Tuesang Pangsha NL-10-8922 Meren 8575882549
Chare PHC Chare NL-10-8168 Aoyanger 8974691787
Longkhim CHCLongkhim NL-10-6847 Moasangba 8974829177
Noksen PHCNoksen NL-10-7603 Meren 8729813883
Thonoknyu PHCThonoknyu NL-10-7597 No Driver, waiting for extension  
Shamator PHCShamator NL-10-7586 Vikashe 8730033304
Chessore PHCChessore NL-10-6836 Lakiumong 9402631394
Noklak CHCNoklak NL-10-8927 Yinphai 9402843710

10 Wokha

Wozhuro-Ralan PHCWozhuro NL-10-8164 Lidemo 8575645104
Wozhuro-Ralan PHCNyiro NL-10-7582 Mhao 9436078520
Bhandari CHC Bhandari NL-10-6841 Obed 7085475357
Wokha DH Wokha NL-11-2489 Yilumo 9862823845
Wokha DH Wokha NL-10-7595 Khyothungo 9862327530
Chukitong PHCChukitong NL-10-7604 Nchibemo 8575271731
Sanis CHCSanis NL-10-6845 Libenthung 8415984766

11 Zunheboto

Zunheboto PHCAtoizu NL-10-8165 Vikheto 9615593154
Zunheboto DH Zunheboto NL-11-2492 Hokuto 9862622357
Zunheboto DH Zunheboto NL-10-8920 Houto 8119001890
Pughuboto PHCGathashe NL-10-7605 Pitoshe 9436218584
Pughuboto CHCPughuboto NL-10-6840 Kughato 9615245012
Satakha PHCSatakha NL-10-6477 Ahoi 9862131065
Akuluto PHCAkuluto NL-10-7596 Inavi 8414973596
Akuluto PHC VK Town NL-10-6848 Nisuka 9615350280
Aghunato CHCAghunato NL-10-8929 Hutoshe 9612786944
Suruhoto PHCSuruhoto NL-10-7584 Atoka 8974988353

PUBLIC NOTICE
No: DHFW/GA/2015-16/         : This is for the information of all concerned that Ambulance Services is available in various Health 
Units for any Medical Emergency Evacuation. 

Therefore, all concerned are requested to contact the Toll Free Number 102 or contact the nearest ambulance directly for 
any Medical Emergency Evacuation during the forthcoming Assembly Election. Details of Ambulance is given in Annexure: 1. 

Further, a dedicated 24x7 Grievance Redressal Cell available in the Directorate to address any Grievances or Complaints 
relating to Ambulance Services or Medical Services in various Health Units. Call or SMS to report/lodge your Grievances or 
Complaints @ 8413-09-5255.
Details of Ambulance:

Dated, Kohima the         th Feb 2018

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE

NAGALAND :KOHIMA

(DR. MEGUOSIELIE KIRE)
Director &HoD

Directorate of Health & Family Welfare
Nagaland :KohimaIssued by DIPR

KG-2337

NO. DTE/ESTT-2/12/2018: This is for general information that on-line registration for National 
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET) for admission to MBBS and BDS Courses during 2018 has been 
effected from 8th February 2018 till 9th March 11:50 PM. 

The test for the same shall be held on 6th May 2018 and the last date for successful payment of 
fee on-line is 10th March’ 2018 till 11:50 PM.

Aadhaar number is mandatory for all except for the students belonging to Assam, Jammu & 
Kashmir and Meghalaya.  For further details information one can visit NEET 2018 Bulletin on Website 
(www.cbseneet.nic.in)

No separate examination will be conducted by the State / Department in this regard.
For Agri, B.VSC& Allied Courses, NBSE will conduct examination in due course of time.

NOTIFICATION
Dt. Kohima, the         th Feb.2018

KG
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION

NAGALAND : KOHIMA

(ER. ARJUN SINGH)
DIRECTORIssued by DIPR

The President and the Colleques of Petroleum Dealers Association Dimapur Nagaland 
sincerely thanks and congratulates all our respected members for maintaining quantity 
quality and un-adulterated business in and around Dimapur through out the year which 
is highly commendable job and which needs to be appreciated by all. We give this clarion 
call to not only the members of the Association but also to all the like minded person to 
come forward to eradicate this illegal activities from our land. 

Further the President reminds all the respected members of the Association not 
to entertain any kinds of donation, contribution or taxation to any over ground and 
underground Association or Organization. The President can be contacted through the 
following phone numbers. # 9856247561. # 7005519238.
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PETROLEUM DEALERS ASSOCIATION DIMAPUR NAGALAND

(ATULIE KENGURUSE) 
President, PDAD 

YouthNet officials, principal and faculty of Japfü Christian College during the MOU signing programme on Feb. 20.

Japfü Christian College-YouthNet signs MOU 

Dimapur, Feb. 20 (EMN): 
The YouthNet and Japfü 
Christian College, Kig-
wema signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding 
(MOU) on ‘Linking educa-
tion to employment’. This 
was informed by the col-
lege authority on Tuesday.

The aim of signing 

MOU is to impart the col-
lege students with train-
ing and real work expe-
rience while they are in 
their final year of college. 

Principal of the col-
lege, Dr. Visakhonü Hibo 
said this was a landmark 
move as students from 
Japfü Christian College 

would get real life work 
experience while they are 
still in college. 

Corporate affairs and 
public relations of Youth-
Net, Razouvikhol Lüho, 
emphasised that NJC and 
NCDC are connected with 
over 150 clients and they 
would facilitate the stu-

dents to get real life expe-
rience while they pursue 
their education or after 
completion. This would 
also get them ready for 
employment when they 
graduate, he said.

Director YouthNet 
Lezo Putsure said ‘we 
need to keep our young 
people busy in doing pro-
ductive things.’ 

Stating that with each 
year government jobs 
are becoming scarcer 
and the private sector 
is growing, Putsure said 
‘Nagaland will see more 
entrepreneurs and pri-
vate players come in and 
that’s when we need to 
get our young people 
with the right skills.’ 

Linking education to 
employment is a starting 
tool to bridge this gap, he 
added. 

Dr. Rev. Fr. Francis with Peace Channel members and participants at All Saints School in Peren on Tuesday.

Peace Channel Peren organises leadership training

Dimapur, Feb. 20 (EMN): 
Peace Channel, Peren 
chapter conducted a 
leadership skill training 
programme on Feb.18 at 
All Saints School in Peren. 
The organiser updated 
about the event on Tues-
day.

The Programme was 
attended by the church 
and community leaders 
from Peren town.

Resource person, 
principal of St. Xavier 
College Jalukie, Dr. Rev. 
Fr. Francis stressed on 
the concept of leadership 
and the skills needed for a 
good leader. 

Rev. Francis shared 
about risk taking capabili-
ties, good visionary, cou-
rageous, good communi-
cation skills, team work 
and competency among 
others.

In order to be an ef-
fective leader, one need to 
have a good influencing 
and convincing power, 
should have the potential 
and capability to demon-
strate in performance and 
live an exemplary life by 
being a doer and not just 
merely a speaker, he said.

To be a good leader, 
the Rev. said one should 
have the skills to bring 
people together and unite 
them regardless of all dif-
ferences.

Comparing the qual-
ity of past and present 
leaders of the Naga so-
ciety, he said cultured, 
truthfulness, patience, 
unity, love, belongingness 
merely exist in the soci-
ety at present. Referring 
to this he said ‘we have 
become the victims of our 
own deeds.’ 

To make a difference 
in life, the Rev. said ‘we 
just have to keep pause 

for a while from our day 
to day lives, reflect, think, 
analyze and make a wise 
decision for a better and 
brighter future.

Project coordinator of 
Peace Channel, Vikhuli en-
lightened the participants 
on peace and peace build-
ing. She encouraged the 
participants to join hands 

together and be a peace 
builder in the society. 
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Members of the Phom Baptist Christian Association and Longleng Town Baptist Church Women Department on Feb. 20 staged a ‘barefoot walk’ in support of 
clean elections. Seen here is a picture from the initiative. (Refer corresponding page for report)

Neiphiu Rio with others at WAPO Ground, Sechü Zubza on Feb. 20.
EM Images

Bare and clean

People unfazed by promises Holy 
Land trip –Christian associations

Rio thanks church leaders for sharing concern

Govt. employees told not to involve in political activities

Spell out stand on MPs’ salaries, 
allowances –SC to centre

Adopts ‘Naga identity’ stance in line 
with a regional party political slogan

Churches fire yet 
another anti-BJP salvo

Dimapur, Feb. 20 (EMN): 
With exactly a week left be-
fore Nagaland goes to polls 
on Feb. 27, the Nagaland Bap-
tist Church Council (NBCC) 
has asked voters to elect “god-
fearing” leaders. 

Even as the NBCC has 
repeatedly asked voters not to 
choose ‘any communal party’, 
it has also been encouraging 
the electorate to assert their 
allegiance to Christian faith 
while voting–a move that has 
invited applause as well as 
criticism in equal measure. 

On Tue. the NBCC issued a 
statement asking the voters to 
elect “good leaders, who are 
god-fearing, well-cultured, 
well-educated having ability 
to lead our people towards a 
free-corruption state”. It has 
asked voters to choose ‘Naga 
identity’ which, coincidental-
ly, is also the byword of one of 
the political party’s election 
campaign this time. 

“...it is a time to choose 
our future with Christian and 
Naga identity and encour-
ages its members to have 
allegiance towards one’s faith, 
rather than by going with any 
communal party,” the state-
ment read. It also advised the 

candidates “not to buttress 
the voters by money power 
nor to be threatened by de-
velopment (sic)”. 

Two affiliates of the NBCC 
– the Angami Baptist Church 
Council (ABCC) and the 
Chakhesang Baptist Church 
Council (CBCC) – also issued 
separate statements reiterat-
ing support to the NBCC’s call 
for clean election. 

“Some want the church, 
particularly NBCC and its as-
sociations, to stay away from 
it (elections) completely by 
saying it’s not her realm of 
involvement. Others expect 
the church to raise volunteers 
and play enforcement role, if 
the situation demands. Still 
some others allege that the 
church is hypocritical and 
bias,” an ABCC statement 
read. 

It stated that the church’s 
commitment was sincere de-
spite its shortcomings. “ABCC 
vehemently condemns sup-
pression of democratic val-
ues by clan or khel or village 
dominance, assassination 
bid on candidates in Mokok-
chung and Wokha no matter 
what may be the reason be-
hind, rampant use of money 

to woo voters, and all other 
forms of evil.

“Despite many hardcore 
sceptics on clean election 
movement, there are many 
other individuals, groups, 
and organizations who have 
responded positively to the 
call of the church for which 
this campaign is where it is 
now, and we are truly thank-
ful to you all. We hope to-
gether we can take the move-
ment forward until we reach 
our desired goal someday,” 
it stated.

The CBCC also stated that 
clean election campaign was 
not only “against buying or 
selling of votes, proxy voting, 
drinking and distribution of 
liquor” but also about being 
cautious with words, “for with 
words we hurt each other”. 

It stated that for any ‘born-
again Christian’ it would be 
“too blind to adopt the ideol-
ogy and belief of Hindutva 
which advocates uniform 
civil code; introduction of 
yoga in schools and disturb-
ing or ignoring Christian cal-
endar events and persecut-
ing churches, believers and 
missionaries in the mainland 
India, just to mention a few”. 

Dimapur, Feb. 20 (EMN): The 
chief electoral officer of Naga-
land Abhijit Sinha has warned 
government employees not 
to engage in any political ac-
tivities in the run-up to the 
Nagaland assembly elections 
on Feb. 27. 

“You are not expected to 
take part in any political ac-
tivities. Attention of all govern-
ment employee is also invited 
to sec 129,134 and 134A of the 

Representation of people Act 
1951, where no government 
servant is to act for furthering 
the prospect of any candi-
date, act as polling/counting 
agent and there is also penalty 
for breach of official duty in 
connection with conduct of 
election. These actions are 
punishable under the law,” 
read a statement from the CEO 
on Feb. 20.

The CEO has asked the 

government employees to be 
strictly impartial. “Every gov-
ernment employee is expected 
to promote the spirit of democ-
racy by actively participating 
for a free, fair and peaceful 
election. It is the responsibility 
of every government employee 
being an agent of the govern-
ment to educate the public on 
good practices during election 
so as to eliminate all electoral 
malpractices. 

“All the government of-
ficials who are appointed as 
returning officer, assistant re-
turning officer, presiding of-
ficer, sector officers and secu-
rity personnel are once again 
reminded to discharge their 
statutory duties without any 
partiality and fear...if any of-
ficial act in contravention of 
the legal provisions strict action 
shall be taken against him /
her,” warned the CEO. 

Kohima, Feb. 20 (PTI): 
At a time when politi-
cal parties in Nagaland 
are promising religious 
grants to woo voters in 
the Christian-majority 
state, the community 
representatives have 
claimed people here are 
largely “unfazed” by such 
campaigns.

Nagaland is set to go 
to polls on Fenruary 27 
and the results will be 
announced on March 3.

In its manifesto, the 
BJP, an emerging entity 
in the state, has prom-
ised to arrange for an 
annual trip to Jerusalem. 
“Set up senior citizen 

N e w  D e l h i ,  Fe b.  2 0 
(IANS):  The Supreme 
Court on Tuesday gave 
a “last opportunity” to 
the Central government 
to spell out its stand on 
setting up a permanent 
mechanism for deter-
mining sitting parlia-
mentarians’ salaries and 
allowances.

Giving a week’s time 
to the Central govern-
ment, a bench of Justice 
J. Chelameswar and Jus-
tice Sanjay Kishan Kaul 
said the affidavit filed on 
September 1, 2017 has 
not made its position 
clear.

“The Indian govern-
ment’s policy is dynam-
ic. However, you can’t 
change it every day,” Jus-
tice Chelameswar told 
senior counsel Ajit Sinha, 
who appearing for the 
Centre, said the issue was 
under the government’s 
consideration.

“You have not stated 
your position. Your af-
fidavit in September was 
not clear about perma-

nent mechanism. When 
are you going to do it,” 
Justice Kaul asked as Sin-
ha sought a week, for the 
last time, for the Centre 
to firm up its stand.

“What is the govern-
ment’s view on it? You 
want it or don’t want it? 
Your counter-affidavit 
(response) does not dis-
close anything.”

Apparently not happy 
about the dilly-dallying 
by the Centre on the is-
sue, the court said “you 
may not have a last word, 
but you may have a last 
opportunity” to state 
your position.

Appearing for NGO 
Lok Prahari, its General 
Secretary S.N. Shukla 
said that it has been 11 
years since all parties in 
a meeting convened by 
the Lok Sabha Speaker 
unanimously decided to 
have a mechanism for 
fixing the salaries and al-
lowances of the MPs but 
nothing has moved so far.

T h e  c o u r t  a s k e d 
Shukla to let the things 

rest at where they are 
as he urged it to call for 
the file dealing with the 
issue.

The NGO has told the 
court that the Joint Com-
mittee on Salaries and 
Allowances of Members 
of Parliament in its report 
submitted in May 2006 
too had recommended 
the sitting up of a perma-
nent mechanism for the 
purpose.

Lok Prahari has said 
that lifetime pension to 
ex-members of parlia-
ment is not mandated 
by the Constitution and 
was in gross violation of 
Article 106 which does 
not talk about former 
members.

A r t i c l e  1 0 6  s a y s : 
“Me m b e r s  o f  e i t h e r 
House of  Parliament 
shall be entitled to re-
ceive such salaries and 
allowances as may from 
time to time be deter-
mined by Parliament by 
law...”

The NGO approached 
the top court challenging 

the Allahabad High Court 
order of April 20, 2016, by 
which its Lucknow bench 
junked its plea holding 
that it lacked merit.

While seeking to put 
in place a permanent 
mechanism, the NGO 
has sought the withdraw-
al of lifetime pension to 
former MPs, citing US 
politician and Secretary 
of the Interior from 1913-
20 Franklin Knight Lane, 
who said that a public 
office is not a job but an 
opportunity for doing 
something for the public.

The existing scenario 
was a glaring example 
of how the public rep-
resentatives have con-
verted the position of 
MP/MLA/MLC into an 
office of profit for life 
for themselves and their 
spouses, it said. 

While the Governor 
does not have pension 
facility, an MP, even for a 
day, gets pension for en-
tire life, it said. The mat-
ter will come up for fur-
ther hearing on March 5.

Kohima Bureau
Sechü Zubza, Feb. 20 
(EMN):  Sechü Zubza, 
the sub-divisional head-
quarters of the Western 
Angami region, was the 
battleground – if only for 
a day – for the National-
ist Democratic Progres-
sive Party and (NDPP) 
and Naga Peoples’ Front 
(NPF) as both Neiphiu 
Rio and Dr. Shürhoze-
lie Liezietsu were here in 
this little town on Feb. 
20 to campaign for their 
respective candidate to 
the 8th Western Angami 
assembly constituency. 

While NPF supremo 
Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu 
was in Sechü Zubza to 
campaign for the NPF 
candidate Keneizhakho 
Kruse, not far away at 
WAPO ground, the NDPP 
chief ministerial candi-
date Rio also addressed 
a massive NDPP gather-
ing in favour of the par-
ty’s candidate Kevisekho 
Kruse. Both the NPF and 
NDPP campaign rallies 
were held in the evening. 

Rio, who attended 
three election rallies in 
Mon district today, ar-
rived at Zubza in the 
evening. Addressing the 
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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
What a time to get out...we 

can do what we do  
best and even get rich 

without worrying about 
going back in again.

The wish for  
healing has always 
been half of health. 

~ Lucius Annaeus 
Seneca
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Delhi 29° 15°
Kolkata 32° 19°
Chennai 31° 22°
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board that will annually 
select around 50 mem-
bers through lucky draw 
for a free trip to Holy 
Land of Jerusalem,” it 
stated.

The Congress, too, 
has made similar prom-
ises in its manifesto. “By 
an act of the state gov-
ernment, a Board will be 
established to facilitate 
minorities (Christians) 
to visit the Holy Land (Je-
rusalem) at a subsidised 
cost,” it said.

The saffron party, 
which has entered into 
a pre-poll alliance with 
newly floated Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP), is fielding 
candidates from 20 seats. 
The Congress, on the 
other hand, is contesting 
18 seats in 60-member 
assembly.

The general secre-
tary of Nagaland Baptist 
Church Council (NBCC), 
Rev Z Keyho, said the of-
fer is “political in nature” 
and people here are “un-
fazed” by it.

“Tourism activity is 

personal, but pilgrimage 
is spiritual and enlight-
ening and therefore it 
will be better if the gov-
ernment and political 
parties does not indulge 
in such matters,” Keyho, 
who is also the president 
of Nagaland Joint Chris-
tian Forum (NJCF), told 
PTI today.

People  are  disap-
pointed to see political 
parties making religious 
offer, he added.

The president of Na-
galand Christian Revival 
Church, Rev N Paphino, 
shared similar views. “It 
is good that the politi-
cal parties are making 
such offers but it won’t 
make any difference to 
the Christian voters.” 

Moba Konyak, the 
pastor of Konyak Baptist 
Church in Kohima, said 
the political parties are 
spoiling their image by 
trying to “lure the Chris-
tian voters” with such 
offers. “Such offers will 
not be acceptable as the 
Church is not run by the 
government,” he said. 

party workers, Rio said 
with much confidence 
that the NDPP-BJP in-
nings will soon begin in a 
few days time.

“The NDPP-BJP alli-
ance will come to power 
and form the next govern-
ment. As Nagaland goes 
to poll on Feb. 27, we are 
pretty confident that our 
alliance will be voted to 
power to form the next 
ministry of the 13th NLA,” 
Rio said.

Once again, Rio sought 
to address the allegations 

that NDPP-BJP alliance 
was a threat to Christian 
faith. While thanking the 
church leaders for be-
ing the watchdog of the 
Naga society, he said that 
there is nothing to worry 
about since the NDPP 
elected legislators will not 
compromise on any issue 
concerning the Christian 
faith. 

“We are happy that 
the church leaders have 
come up their concerns; 
however, there is nothing 
to worry about. Our rights 

to freedom of religion 
have been enshrined in 
constitution of India, and 
we as leaders will defend 
the Christian faith to the 
fullest,” Rio said mention-
ing that the NPF-BJP alli-
ance had been for 15 years 
from 2003 to 2017.

Basing on some of his 
earlier speeches, he re-
iterated that the NDPP, 
NPF, BJP or Congress are 
political parties and have 
no inclination towards 
any religion.

NDPP candidate of 

the constituency Kruse, 
in his address, said that a 
new era of development 
will take place under 
Rio’s leadership. He said, 
at present, the Naga peo-
ple have no other leader 
to lead and guide from 
the forefront, except Rio 
who will take the Na-
gas to greater heights by 
forming a stable govern-
ment.

“Change is coming. A 
lot of development will 
take place in the next five 
years,” Kruse said main-
taining that the Nagas 
need a good and stable 
chief minister at the mo-
ment, unlike the previ-
ous four years of unstable 
leadership in the state.

“I am not contesting 
the election for selfish 
interest, but to serve the 
Nagas and my constitu-
ency people in particular,” 
Kruse said.

Others who shared 
the stage were Menuovilie 
Kesiezie, vice president 
NDPP Nagaland, Avio 
Tetso, president, Kohima 
Division, NDPP, Dr. Nei-
phrezo Keditsu, former 
MLA, among others.

(Refer page 5 for  
Liezietsu’s speech)
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Make impossible possible, 
complete NRC by May 31: SC

Bill afoot to regulate noise pollution in Manipur

Arunachal to become a more vibrant state — chief secy

Join Indian Army, guard border against 
intrusion: Arunchal governor to youth

Manipur minister advocates nurturing entrepreneur skills

N e w  D e l h i ,  Fe b.  2 0 
(IANS): The Supreme 
Court on Tuesday direct-
ed the Assam govern-
ment to complete the 
work on upgradation of 
the National Register of 
Citizens by May 31 as it 
rejected the plea for time 
till June 30, saying its job 
is to make impossible 
possible.

Refusing to extend 
time, Justice Ranjan Go-
goi, along with Justice 
Rohinton Fali Nariman, 
asked the Assam govern-
ment to pull up its socks.

“...The work of further 
verification as stated in 
the report of the... Coor-
dinator should continue 
without any interference 
from any quarter and with 
utmost speed and expedi-
tion,” the court said.

M e n t i o n i n g  t h a t 
it would monitor the 
progress on the verifica-
tion of the application on 
the ground, the court di-
rected the next hearing of 
the matter on March 27.

“ W h a t  e v e r y b o d y 
thought a big joke is a 
reality. Our job is to make 
impossibility a possibil-

ity,” said Justice Gogoi, 
brushing aside submis-
sion by Attorney General 
K.K. Venugopal that it was 
a “physical impossibility”.

The court by its No-
vember 30, 2017 order 
had directed the publica-
tion of the draft Nation-
al Register for Citizens 
(NRC) for Assam carrying 
2.38 crore names by the 
midnight of December 
31, 2017 — a task that ap-
peared impossible at that 
point of time.

As Venugopal said 
the court does not know 
m a n y  t h i n g s  a b o u t 
ground realities, Justice 
Gogoi said: “There are 
many things that we 
know but we don’t make 
comments about them.”

Justice Nariman add-
ed: “This court is doing 
the best,” inviting a quick 
response from Venugopal 
who said: “I can’t say.”

T h e  b e n c h  a l s o 
shrugged off the plea for 
relaxation of time in the 
wake of the panchayat 
and local body elections 
scheduled for March-
April as it would involve 
the diversion of manpow-

er for holding elections.
The elections will be 

held as per the plans and 
schedule drawn up by 
the State Election Com-
mission and the work on 
the NRC will continue as 
before, the court said.

“...we make it clear 
that the work of holding 
elections in Assam will 
not be at the cost of up-
gradation/preparation 
of the final draft NRC 
and the said work... will 
continue as before with 
full deployment of man-
power as on date,” the 
court said in its order.

It added that it was 
up to the State Elec-
tion Commission and 
the state government to 
make necessary arrange-
ments for holding elec-
tions.

“You import men and 
material, import man-
power. You will not inter-
fere with the finalisation 
of the NRC,” Justice Gogoi 
said, adding that the State 
Election Commission 
and the state officials will 
be held responsible for 
any diversion of officials.”

State co-ordinator 

Prateek Hajela told the 
court that after the pub-
lication of the draft NRC 
on December 31, anoth-
er 38.43 lakh applica-
tions have been scruti-
nized bringing the total 
number of scrutinized 
applications to about 
2.29 crore.

Seeking more time, 
Hajela said they have 
yet to verify another one 
crore people and there-
after there would be a 
mop-up round.

A s k i n g  H a j e l a  t o 
squeeze the work un-
der the deadline, the 
court said that both work 
should be completed by 
May 31.

Referring to the pro-
posal to appoint an Addi-
tional State Coordinator 
besides Hajela, the court 
directed the Registrar 
General of India to desist 
from any such move.

“...We make it clear that 
Hajela presently engaged 
in the work of preparation 
and upgradation of final 
draft NRC will continue to 
carry out the exercise till 
it reaches its logical end,” 
the court said.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 20 (EMN): 
Manipur chief minister 
N Biren Singh said that 
the government is mull-
ing to prepare a Bill after 
consulting members of 
the assembly to regulate 
the noise pollution in the 
state.

Disclosing this while 
replying to a call atten-
tion motion by opposition 
MLA Kh Joykisan Singh 
on unchecked noise pol-
lution in the state atn the 
ongoing assembly session 
on Tuesday, chief minister 
Biren also said that un-
checked noise pollution 
is a serious concern of the 

government.
Biren, who holds the 

home portfolio, also said 
that the state traffic has 
been instructed to publish 
a booklet on the various 
traffic norms including 
identifying no horn zones, 
zebra crossings, school 
area etc. and to distribute 
the same to the vehicle 
operators.

Regarding loudspeak-
ers, there is a provision 
that loudspeakers can-
not be used without per-
mission of the concerned 
DCs, the chief minister 
said and further assured to 
strengthen the implemen-
tation regulations.

He said that there is 
already an official noti-
fication issued on April 
2, 2017, to regulate noise 
pollution by identifying no 
horn zones, regulations on 
use of loudspeakers, etc.

In reply to another call-
ing attention moved by 
opposition MLA K Ranjit 
Singh on non-availability 
of text books for the stu-
dents of the government 
and aided schools, chief 
minister Biren said that 
availability of text books 
for the students of govern-
ment aided schools was 
affected when the Hin-
dustan Paper Corporation 
Limited which was the 

sole supplier of paper for 
printing of textbooks for 
the entire state withdrew 
suddenly.

He also said that recti-
fication of certain anom-
alies like identification 
of non-existent students 
whose names were in-
cluded in students’ lists 
had also delayed the same.

Earlier,  education 
minister Thokchom Rad-
heshyam, in his reply to 
the call attention motion 
raised by MLA K Ranjit, 
said that the target for 
distribution of textbooks 
for this academic session 
would be completed be-
tween March 1 to 31.

Karbi youth festival concludes in Diphu
Our Correspondent

Diphu, Feb. 20 (EMN): The five-day 44th 
Karbi Youth Festival (KYF), dubbed as the 
oldest ethnic festival of the northeast con-
cluded at Karbi People’s Hall, Taralangso, 
Diphu, on February 19.

The five-day festival witnessed vari-
ous competitions on traditional dances, 
songs, music, sports and craft. The festival 
was organised by Karbi Cultural Society 
(KCS).

Mention may be made here that the 
centre of attraction for the festival was 
a decorative shape traditional earring 
‘Nothengpi’ built with bamboo at the 
departmental exhibition site. Cultural 
troupe from Thailand also performed 
folk dances called ‘ Nang hai dance ‘ at 
Singmirjeng open stage which mesmer-
ised the audience. It was for the first time 
that a foreign troupe had performed folk 
dance during the festival.

Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council 
(KAAC), chief executive member (CEM) 
Tuliram Ronghang attended as the chief 
guest at the closing ceremony.

Addressing in the mammoth gather-
ing at Singmirjeng open stage, Ronghang  

has assured to construct water tank with 
attach bathrooms in each of the KCS 
zonal camp with an estimated amount 
of INR 20 lakh for 26 KCS constituencies. 
He has also announced to construct 30 
departmental exhibition halls with an 
estimated amount of INR 10 lakh per hall. 

The temporary Nothengpi made of 
bamboos, which was introduced this 
year and the centre of attraction, would 
be replaced with a permanent structure 
costing an amount of INR 1crore, added 
Ronghang.

Besides, he has assured to construct 
four lane road with dividers and street 
lights leading to the festival venue Tara-
langso. He added that a permanent 
ethnic village of various tribes would be 
constructed with an estimated amount 
of INR 15 lacs per ethnic village.

During the festival various ethnic 
groups were also invited and presented 
their traditional dances which added 
more colourful to the festival.

The best team award was won by 
Tekelangjun KCS zone, while Den Arong 
and Bokolia KCS zones won the second 
and third best team respectively.

Another IED recovered in poll-bound M’laya
Tura, Feb. 20 (IANS): Averting a 
major tragedy, Special Force-10 
commandos on Tuesday recovered 
another Improvised Explosive De-
vice (IED) left by the Garo National 
Liberation Army (GNLA) rebels in 
poll-bound Meghalaya’s East Garo 
Hills district, police said.

“The 5-kg bomb was recov-
ered on the roadside of Cherangre 
area and it was later detonated on 
the spot, Meghalaya Police Chief 
Swaraj Bir Singh told IANS.

SF-10 commandos launched 
a counter-insurgency operation 
against the GNLA in East Garo Hills 
district after they triggered an IED 
blast that killed Nationalist Con-
gress Party candidate Jonathone 
Sangma and three others at Saw-
ilgre village on Sunday night.

Singh said the bomb was aban-
doned by the Garo National Lib-
eration Army (GNLA) rebels led by 
Sohan D. Shira. The military wing 
of the outfit fled from Rambogre 
area on Monday on seeing the 
movement of SF-10 commandos.

“However, we could not open 
fire as it was civilian populated 
area. Shira took advantage of the 
situation and escaped.

“Our commandos could have 
killed Shira, who we have been 
on the lookout for so long. But 
had the police fired, there were 
chances that innocent civilians and 
children would have been killed,” 
Singh said.

Singh said that the operation 
against the GNLA will continue to 
mount pressure on the rebels to 
surrender before the authorities.

On Monday, Chief Electoral 
Officer Frederick Roy Kharkongor 
had sought 10 additional compa-
nies of the Central Armed Police 
Force (CAPF) to be deployed in the 
Garo Hills and parts of West Khasi 
Hills district especially in militant-
infested areas to ensure free, fair 
and peaceful conduct of assembly 
polls.

Elections to the 60-member 
Meghalaya assembly are slated on 
February 27.

M’laya CM slams Rajnath’s remarks
Tura, Feb. 20 (IANS): Countering 
Home Minister Rajnath Singh’s 
statement that the murder of 
an election candidate was proof 
of “lawlessness” in Meghalaya, 
Chief Minister Mukul Sangma on 
Tuesday said his government has 
never compromised on tackling 
insurgency and restoring peace 
in the state.

“His (Singh’s) remark on law-
lessness in the state was ‘unbecom-
ing’. It is the most irresponsible 
comment of a Home Minister of a 
nation. Has he forgotten his own 
responsibility,” Sangma told IANS.

Addressing an election rally 
in Songsak, Rajnath Singh on 
Monday attacked the Congress-
led Meghalaya United Alliance 
government, saying the killing 
of Nationalist Congress Party 
candidate Jonathone N. Sangma 
and three others in an impro-
vised explosive device blast in 
East Garo Hills district indicated 
“utter chaos and lawlessness” in 
the state.

Hitting out at the Central 
government for withdrawing 
troops that were deployed in 
counter-insurgency operations 
in Garo Hills region, the Chief 
Minister said: “Our proposal to 
strengthen police stations which 
was approved by the UPA-II 
government had been withheld 
by the BJP government at the 
Centre.

“Though, they (BJP) had not 
paid much interest on the pro-
posal of Meghalaya for improv-
ing police infrastructure, effort by 
the state government led to the 
formation of Special Force-10, 
wherein over 1,700 personnel 
were recruited to tackle insur-
gency and law and order in the 
State,” Sangma said.

“We (the Meghalaya govern-
ment) have never compromised 
on tackling insurgency and re-
storing peace. What about the 
porous India-Bangladesh border, 
through which sophisticated 
arms, IEDs come to Indian side.

Itanagar, Feb. 20 (PTI): The Aru-
nachal Pradesh government has 
ushered in significant changes and 
the state is well poised to become 
more vibrant in the years to come, a 
top government official said today.

Chief Secretary Satya Gopal 
said that the state government has 
already launched the Digital Aru-
nachal Mission and the Centre has 
sanctioned Rs 17,049 crore for it.

Fixed winged aircraft would soon 
be operational from Pasighat and 
Tezu Advance Landing Grounds 
(ALGs), he said.

The official was addressing peo-
ple on the occasion of the 32nd 

Statehood Day.
As part of its drive to root out 

corruption, the state government 
in December last handed over the 
multi-crore public distribution sys-
tem scam to the CBI, he said.

“The government also cancelled 
all illegal appointments in the edu-
cation department and initiated 
measures to improve the law and 
order situation,” he said.

Lauding the NDA government at 
the Centre, the chief secretary said 
that the Capital city and Pasighat, the 
headquarters of East Siang district 
have been included in the Smart 
City list.

An amount of Rs 28 crore has also 
been sanctioned by the central gov-
ernment for construction of a Tribal 
Research Institute in the state, the 
chief secretary said.

Two hydro electric projects will 
also be commissioned in the state in 
April, he said.

While the 600 MW Kameng hy-
dro electric project will be set up in 
West Kameng district, the 110 MW 
Pare hydro electric project will come 
up in Papum Pare district, 

The commissioning of both the 
projects was delayed by a couple of 
months due to flood and landslides, 
he said.

Itanagar, Feb. 20 (PTI): 
On the occasion of 32nd 
Statehood Day celebra-
tions, Arunachal Pradesh 
Governor Brig (Retd) BD 
Mishra today called upon 
the youth of the state to 
join the Indian Army and 
“guard the country’s bor-
ders against intrusion”.

Addressing people at 
Indira Gandhi Park here, he 
said the NDA government 
has understood the strate-
gic importance of Arunach-
al Pradesh and has resolved 
not to compromise the 
territorial integrity.

“India of today is differ-
ent from that of 1962. The 
country is strong enough 
to counter any force,” the 
governor said, referring 
to the 1962 war between 
India and China.

Lauding the Army for 
their recruitment drive 
in Arunachal Pradesh, 
Mishra said, “To counter 
China, we need our boys 
in the Indian Army as they 
are accustomed with the 
terrain and climate of the 

state.” 
Mishra’s statement 

comes days after Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
visited the state.

Soon after Modi’s visit, 
China, which claims the 
state as part of the South 
Tibet, had asked India to 
refrain from taking any ac-
tion that may “complicate” 
the boundary question.

C l a r i f y i n g  In d i a’s 
stance on the matter, 
external affairs ministry 
spokesperson Raveesh 
Kumar had said Arunach-
al Pradesh is an integral 
part of India and leaders 
and people of this country 
have the right to visit the 
state.

Mishra also termed 
Pakistan as a “base” for 
terrorist activities and said 
the neighbouring country 
is suffering today because 
it “abetted terror groups” 
on its soil.

“Pakistan will not be 
able to survive on its own 
even for a week if America 
and China stops funding 

them,” he said.
The governor also ap-

preciated Chief Minister 
Pema Khandu for his ef-
forts in bringing about 
development in the state.

Khandu had recently 
assured Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi that his 
government will “give 
account of every penny 
spent from the govern-
ment exchequer”.

Stressing on the need 
for cent per cent literacy 
in the state, Mishra urged 
upon the teaching com-
munity to shed the “ten-
dency to abstain from 
work” and asked the pri-
vate universities in the 
state to focus on personal-
ity development of stu-
dents through inclusive 
education.

“The state government 
will soon come up with a 
mechanism to monitor 
the functioning of private 
universities in the state,” 
he said.

Asked people to join 
hands with the state gov-

ernment in curbing social 
evils, the governor said, 
“Drugs and insurgency 
should be rejected by the 
people. They are stum-
bling blocks in the devel-
opment of the state.” 

Mishra also praised 
the state government for 
launching Dulari Kanya 
scheme in the state to 
check infant mortality.

Under this scheme, 
the state government will 
be depositing Rs 20,000 in 
the bank account of a girl 
child, born in any govern-
ment hospital. The girl will 
have access to the amount 
along with its accrued in-
terest once she turns 18.

The governor also re-
leased a souvenir on the 
occasion and ceremoni-
ally launched the Prad-
han Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har 
Ghar Yojana - Saubhagya 
scheme at the event. The 
scheme aims to provide 
energy access to all house-
holds in rural and urban 
areas of the country by 
December 31.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 20 (EMN): 
Manipur deputy chief 
minister Yumnam Joy-
kumar Singh on Tuesday 
said that there is a need 
for multi-dimensional 
support and nurturing 
entrepreneurship skills by 
helping farmers, start-ups 
and SMEs in food process-
ing sector in Imphal. Joy-
kumar was addressing 
the conference on “Link-
ing Start-ups and SMEs 

in food processing with 
government schemes & 
markets” in collaboration 
with the Ministry of Food 
Processing Industries here 
on Tuesday.

The conference was 
organised by ASSOCHAM 
(Associated Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry 
of India) in association 
with MoFPI (Ministry of 
Food Processing Indus-
tries, Government of In-
dia), ICAR Imphal centre 

and NABARD in Imphal.
Expressing the need 

to promote food process-
ing industry by develop-
ing integrated system as 
to enable aggregation of 
holding, production, tech-
nology etc. for economic 
prosperity, he emphasised 
on the need for infrastruc-
ture development like 
cold storage, connectivity, 
partnerships for training 
and marketing to acceler-
ate growth. He was of the 

EM Images

Deputy chief minister Y Joykumar speaking during the inaugural function of start up and food processing 
conference in Imphal on Tuesday.

opinion that development 
of food processing sec-
tor in the region would 
lead to more jobs, incomes 
and opportunities for the 
people. He also suggested 
comprehensive agricul-
ture in Manipur via or-
ganic farming, veterinary, 
poultry, floriculture etc.

He also gave a holistic 
picture of the Indian food 
processing industry as well 
as scope of Manipur to get 
itself in the forefront. 

In his speech, assistant 
director of ASSOCHAM 
Chetan Vij said the food 
processing industry has 
made some significant 
progress in North east-
ern region of India. He 
also highlighted various 
schemes run by MoFPI 
like Pradhan Mantri Kisan 
Sampada Yojna etc.

In his speech, joint 
director of ICAR Imphal 
centre Dr. Meghachan-
dra Singh said that the 
geo-climatic situation of 
Manipur offers an excel-
lent scope for growing dif-
ferent varieties of fruits, 
vegetables, spices, planta-
tion crops, medicinal and 
aromatic plants of high 
economic value.

Subhankar Das wins Mr Nokbe title

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Feb. 20 (EMN): As 
an added extravaganza 
of the 44th Karbi Youth 
Festival (KYF), the Mr. 
Nokbe (Body building 
competition) was organ-
ised by Trinity Hill Soci-
ety at Longbi Chedu open 
stage, Taralangso, Diphu, 
on February 18.

Subhankar Das from 
Lumding (Lumding gym) 
was declared as Mr. Nokbe 
2018. He was given a 
cheque of INR 15000 along 
with a winner trophy and 

Certificate. Recently, Das 
also participated at Mr. 
India. 

Wearank Terang from 
Hanjanglangso (Guwa-
hati gym) was declared 1st 
runner-up. He was award-
ed with a cheque of INR 
10000 along with a trophy. 
Kishor Kumar Nath from 
Hojai (Lumding gym) was 
declared 2nd runner-up. 
He was awarded with a 
cheque of INR 5000 along 
with a trophy and a cer-
tificate.

Amos Ronghang from 

Hamren (Hamren gym) 
was awarded the best 
weight lifter in the weight-
lifting round.

Kamaljit Meitei from 
Bokajan (Bokajan gym) 
was declared the best 
performance of the event 
and Anupam Hajong from 
Lumding gym was de-
clared as the best poser.

Like every other year, 
Jakve Asong, a non-gov-
ernmental organistion, 
had organised the 4th Miss 
KYF 2018 held at Semson 
Sing Ingti open stage on 

February. 19. 
Hunmili Tissopi was 

awarded title of Miss KYF 
2018 and Catherina Tis-
sopi and Kointa Timungpi 
as 1st and 2nd Runner-up 
up respectively. The win-
ners were awarded with 
a cheque of INR 20,000, 
INR 15,000 and INR 10,000 
respectively. Miss Photo-
genic was awarded to Ma-
lin Tissopi, while the Miss 
personality was awarded 
to Sobita Teronpi and the 
best custume was award-
ed to Denika Killingpi.

EM ImagesParticipants of the Mr Nokbe during the Karbi Youth Festival in Diphu.



Rio landed the state in deficit of 
INR 1234 crore, claims Zeliang

CORRECTION
On Feb. 11 edition, in page 3, an article titled ‘JD(U) 
to work to be most important party for Nagas’ was 
published with a by-line as if it was reported by one 
of our correspondents. The news item was received 
as a press release which was incorrectly attributed 
to our correspondent. It was not a report from our 
correspondent.

NDPP-BJP will give birth 
to BJP children–Liezietsu

NSCN (IM) Angami region appeals

Ao theologians appeal all 
Christians to stand for truth

JFCE organises common platform in Jalukie

NPF Northern Angami-II affirms support

BJP accused of distorting history

144 CrPC promulgated in Chuchuyimlang

DC Mokokchung instructs BLOs

Chakhesang mothers seize liquor

Chief electoral officer notifies

Phek town NDPP youth 
supports clean election

TR Zeliang addressing the election 
campaign in Longwa on February 20.

Members of Joint Forum for Clean Election offering prayers for the two contesting candidates from 7 
Peren AC during the common platform held on February 19 in Jalukie town.

Shurhozelie Liezietsu speaking at the 8th Western 
Angami AC election rally at Sechü Zubza on 
February 20.

which Rio’s has been picking 
from day one of NDPP’s cam-
paign, Zeliang clarified that he 
had never produced any fake 
certificate unlike the former. 

‘Unlike Rio, who had pro-
duced fake BA Honours cer-
tificate while contesting for 
Lok Sabha MP Seat, I had never 

produced any fake certificate,’ 
he declared.

Zeliang narrated how a false 
certificate was enclosed with 
Rio’s nomination papers during 
the Lok Sabha election in 2014 
which later came up in North 
Police Station, Kohima, for in-
vestigation. 

He recalled that Rio had then 
blamed his personal secretary 
for obtaining a fake certificate 
while the principal and vice 
principal of Kohima College 
were made to apologise pub-
licly.

‘It was not he alone that had 
committed an offense but in the 
process, he had forced others to 
lie for him,’ Zeliang added.

While stating that Rio dur-
ing his chief ministership for 
11 years, had declared Interna-
tional Trade Centre in Longwa, 
Pangsha, Avangkhu ‘without 
any road connectivity,’ Zeliang 

likened it to ‘a dried up river 
where the people of Mon dis-
trict were sent for fishing.’ 

‘There was no sanction but 
he allotted the works to his men 
where fund was drawn against 
half done works,’ he said while 
adding that his government 
had however brought sanction 
for the same and work was in 
progress at present.

On corruption during Rio’s 
tenure as chief minister, Zeliang 
elucidated that it was Rio who 
had ‘landed the state in a deficit 
of Rs. 1234 Crores after which he 
left for Delhi.’ 

‘Government fund was uti-
lised to build Noune Resort, Ni-
athu Resort while escalation for 
construction of Cricket Stadium 
increased from INR 25 crores to 
75 crores which was build on 
his own land at Sovima after 
purchasing it at a high cost,’ he 
alleged.

Dimapur, Feb. 20 (EMN): State 
chief  minister,  TR Zeliang 
termed the Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party (NDPP) 
as a party engaged in ‘politics 
without agenda,’ and came 
down hard on Neiphiu Rio of 
landing the state in a deficit of 
INR 1234 crore.

Addressing the election rally 
at Mon, Longwa and Aboi under 
Mon district, the chief minister 
said, ‘the manifesto of NDPP is 
TR Zeliang as Rio has been talk-
ing only about me and nothing 
more during his entire cam-
paign across the state,’ Zelaing 
said.

Dubbing NDPP party as one 
similar to an ‘un-recognised 
village’ with a ‘global symbol’ 
and a ‘nationalist name,’ Ze-
liang said that the newly floated 
NDPP party was least bothered 
about the Nagas. 

On his qualification issue 

Dimapur, Feb. 20 (EMN): State chief electoral officer 
(CEO), Abhijit Sinha has notified that the Directorate of 
Income Tax (Investigation) NER, Guwahati, has opened 
a 24x7 control room and complaint monitoring cell at 
Kohima. 

He has asked to contact the cell on toll free number 
18003453703, mobile Watsapp nos. 9401991223 and 
9401991258, and email on election.nagaland2018@
gmaii.com on any information pertaining to black 
money and/ or movement of large amount of cash/ valu-
ables etc., during the election period which are likely to 
be used for bribing of electors.

Dimapur, Feb. 20 (EMN): To ensure peaceful 
conduct of election and to curb the menace 
of alcohol in the society, the Chakhesang 
Mothers’ Association (CMA) had set up check 
gates in their respective areas and villages to 
check the inflow of intoxicating drinks into 
Phek district. 

The mothers’ group had seized many 
wine bottles at the gates by sacrificing their 
energy, time and resources to save the people 
from the destruction of alcohol. 

In addition, the Pfütsero Town Mothers’ 
Association (PTMA) had also conducted a 
surprise checking of wine selling along with 
police, Dobashis, youth and chairmen of the 

colonies. During checkings, huge quantity of 
illegal liquor worth INR 6 lakhs were seized 
and destroyed in the presence of police and 
administration. Meanwhile, Chakhesang 
Baptist Church Council (CBCC) has appreci-
ated the various mothers’ association, youth, 
chairmen of all colonies, Dobashis, adminis-
trative officers, police, and all the people who 
have helped in checking sale of liquor. 

“You have saved our people from the ill 
effects of liquor in our society.  May God richly 
your endeavors and you continue to do good 
work for the welfare of our people,” CBCC ex-
ecutive secretary Rev. Dr. Vezopa Tetseo stated 
in a press statement.

Dimapur, Feb. 20 (EMN): 
The Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP) youth under 
19 Phek town assembly 
constituency has agreed 
to support clean elec-
tion and requested its 
denizens to support the 
same.

To observe the beauty 
of democracy, the unit 
president Kuzoto Dozo 
and the general secretary 
Sep Hoshi have appealed 
all individuals or groups 

not to invite violence in 
the town. 

While affirming to 
uphold free and fair elec-
tion, the unit has cau-
tioned that it would not 
hesitate to take its own 
course of action against 
anyone violating the de-
mocracy norms within 
its jurisdiction. 

“Welcoming change, 
not in fighting the old 
ones, but in building the 
new ones,” the statement 
added.

Dimapur, Feb. 20 (EMN): In 
view of the upcoming state 
assembly election, deputy 
commissioner (DC) and dis-
trict election officer (DEO), 
Mokokchung, Sachin Jaiswal 
has directed all the booth 
level officers (BLOs) to main-
tain absolute neutrality dur-
ing distribution of photo 
voter slips.

In a notification issued 
on February 20, the DEO also 

directed BLOs to obtain the 
signature or thump impres-
sion of the person to whom 
the photo voter slips is de-
livered and not to allow bulk 
distribution.

He has also directed the 
Returning Officer to moni-
tor the distribution of photo 
voter slips with the help of 
sector officers and to ensure 
that all photo voter slips are 
properly distributed and duly 

accounted for. 
He also informed that 

the Observer would use the 
service of the micro observ-
ers and sector officers to 
carry out random checks and 
ensure distribution of the 
photo voter slips in an effec-
tive manner and to address 
complains received, if any, 
from any quarter about the 
conduct of the BLOs while 
distributing these slips. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 20 (EMN): The President 
of the Naga People’s Front (NPF) Dr. 
Shürhozelie Liezietsu attacked the rival 
NDPP that ‘even before they are recog-
nised as a party, NDPP is married to BJP 
and soon they will conceive and give birth 
to BJP children in Nagaland.’

He stated this at an election rally of 
the NPF for 8th Western Angami assem-
bly constituency at Sechü Zubza on the 
same evening of February 20 when the  
the NDPP also held its programme at a 
nearby ground, just separated by a few 
metres away by a stream.

He went on to say that NDPP is not 
even a regional party but a nationalist 
party as the party name and the symbol 
clearly signifies. ‘I think they are contem-
plating to own the whole world’ and ‘even 
their flag is a copycat of NPF except the 
blue colour which is missing, however we 
are not complaining’ he added.

Among others, with the most popular 
and powerful political parties in the state 
viz. NPF, NDPP and BJP are gearing to 
battle in the 2018 election, he warned the 
people to be carefully and wisely choose 
the party they are voting by clearly un-

Dimapur, Feb. 20 (EMN): The District 
Election Officer (DEO) of Mokokchung 
district on Sunday promulgated 144 
CrPC in Chuchuyimlang village with im-
mediate effect till March 3. 

The DEO of the district Deputy Com-
missioner Sachin Jaiswal, in the order, 
has prohibited the assembly of 5 or more 
persons and also prohibited the carrying 
of arms , stones, lathis , explosive materi-
als and any ‘such items’. 

“Whereas I am satisfied that there is 
every reason to believe that unknown 
miscreants and disgruntled persons may 

attempt to create disorder and trouble 
in Chuchuyimlang Village, thereby in-
terfering in the smooth and fair conduct 
of elections and thereby may cause a 
breach of peace of public tranquillity,” 
stated Jaiswal. 

He further added that in the event of 
violation of the order, any person  found 
guilty will be liable for punishment un-
der section 188 of the Indian Penal Code.

Chuchuyimlang has two candidates 
who are citizens of the village, sitting 
MLA Nuklutoshi of the NPF and Mayang 
Lima of the NDPP.

Dimapur, Feb. 20 (EMN): 
While regretting the im-
position of election much 
against the will of the peo-
ple in the land by the Elec-
tion Commission of India 
(ECI), CAO NSCN (IM) of 
Angami region has ap-
pealed to stand together 
and face the situation with 
determination and faith in 
one another.

CAO and kilonser of 
Angami region, Zeneituo 
Angami, has appealed to 
all the contesting candi-
dates from Angami areas 
to abstain from buying the 
electorates to vote against 
their will. He has also re-
quested the candidates 
not to encourage their 
polling agents for proxy 
voting and sharing of un-

casted votes in order to 
enhance the voting per-
centage in their respective 
polling stations.

Meanwhile, he has 
congratulated all the civil 
society organisations and 
the political parties in Na-
galand for taking another 
historic stand after the 
1951 Plebiscite by declar-
ing ‘solution not elections.’

Dimapur, Feb. 20 (EMN): 
Office bearers and par-
ty workers of Naga Peo-
ple’s Front (NPF) under 
11 Northern Angami-II 
AC have resolved to con-
tinue supporting the NPF 
party whole heartedly and 
extend their services in 
whatever activities of the 
party requires.

The decision to this 
effect was taken during 
a joint meeting of all the 
A/C office bearers includ-
ing wings, and frontals 

in-charges and advisory 
board members and all 
ranks and files at the AC 
office, Kohima, on Feb-
ruary 20. The house has 
termed it ‘unfortunate’ 
that its candidate Chüpfüo 
Angami had to withdraw 
his nomination at the elev-
enth hour on ground of 
his critical health condi-
tions without the approval 
of the AC office bearers. 
The party has wished him 
quick recovery.

The house also re-

solved that the office 
bearers and all ranks and 
files would not bear the 
responsibilities for the said 
incidence in confirmation 
with the decision taken on 
February 13.

A press release issued 
by the unit acting presi-
dent Zeneivi Chase and 
the general secretary Vi-
lasalie Angami have re-
affirmed that the office 
bearers and party workers 
will continue to support 
the NPF party.

Dimapur, Feb. 20 (EMN): AICC ob-
server Capt. Praveen Davar has ac-
cused the BJP leaders of falsifying and 
distorting history by conveniently 
undermining the contributions of the 
Congress party.

Capt. Praveen Davar was re-
sponding to the speech of Union 
MOS Kiren Rijiju at a meeting on 
February 19 who claimed that former 
PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee was the first 
national leader to acknowledge the 
Naga struggle. 

“He has conveniently forgotten 
the contribution of Congress prime 
ministers from Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru 
to Dr. Manmohan Singh in address-
ing the Naga issues since independ-
ence,” Capt. Praveen Davar stated in 
a press release. 

Davar stated that it was Pt. Nehru, 
who granted statehood to Nagaland 
way back in 1960 when it became the 
first state in North East to be carved 
out from Assam. He added that sub-
sequent Congress prime ministers, 
especially Mrs. Indira Gandhi, Rajiv 
Gandhi and Dr. Manmohan Singh 
had generously helped Nagaland with 
massive economic packages during 
their tenures.

He has termed it unfortunate that 
in the last 15 years of non- Congress 
governments, no development has 
taken place in Nagaland and the 
financial health of the state has been 
completely destroyed by massive 
corruption and mismanagement of 
resources.

Commenting on Rijiju statement 
that “religion is very sacred and above 
politics,” Davar stated that it was his 
party (BJP) and its ‘mother’ the RSS 
which have been mixing up religion 
with politics since the RSS was found-

ed in 1925. He went on to alleged that 
the assassination of Father of Nation 
in 1948, the Rath Yatra of LK Advani in 
1990, the demolition of Babri Masjid 
in 1992, the Gujarat genocide of 2002 
and the innumerable communal 
riots since independence were all 
instances of mixing up religion with 
politics by the saffron family.

Davar also stated that the people 
of Nagaland have not forgotten the 
brutal murder of Christian mission-
ary Graham Staines and his two 
adolescent sons during the Vajpayee 
regime, the lynching of minorities for 
alleged beef eating or cattle trading, 
the rape of nuns and burning/des-
ecration of churches in the BJP ruled 
states. Besides, he also stated that the 
moral police of Hindutva forces have 
been forcing young men and women 
to give up their customs and attires 
and adopt Hindutwa way of life.

Davar also alleged that BJP min-
isters have gone to the extent of de-
claring the word ‘Secular’ be dropped 
from the Constitution and Hindu 
scriptures must be made compulsory 
reading in schools. 

On Rijiju’s remarks that “Christian 
people have to be protected at all 
cost,” he questioned  how can a party 
which ill-treats Christians in coastal 
Karanataka, Madhya Pradesh, Chhat-
tisgarh, Jharkhand, U.P and Delhi 
be trusted to be fair to Christians in 
Nagaland. 

“You cannot be saffron in North-
ern India and secular in North East. 
People of Nagaland can see through 
this gross opportunism and will not 
let the BJP win a single seat in Naga-
land.  They will not allow any force to 
disturb their peace and harmony,” 
Davar added.

Dimapur, Feb. 20 (EMN): 
The Joint  For um for 
Clean Election (JFCE) of 
the churches compris-
ing LBA, ZBA, KBA, RBA, 
CRC, ZBCC etc. in Peren 
district has successfully 
conducted the common 
platform programme 
for the candidates of 7 
Peren assembly con-
stituency at  Govern-
ment Higher Secondary 

School ground in Jalukie 
town on February 19.

It was attended by 
about four thousand 
people from across the 
district. 

The state chief min-
ister and NPF candidate 
TR Zeliang, and NDPP 
candidate Iherie Ndang 
spoke their vision and 
mission to the people. 

There was question 

hour where the joint fo-
rum raised questions 
concerning the candi-
dates’ commitment in 
vital areas that concerns 
the district. 

Meanwhile, the joint 
forum for clean election 
has expressed heartfelt 
thanks to everyone who 
have extended their help 
towards the success of 
the programme.

Dimapur, Feb. 20 (EMN): Admitting tating that Nagas, 
at this juncture, have exchanged the truth of God for lie 
and worshipping and serving the creature rather than 
the Creator, the Ao Theological Association (ATA) has 
appealed to all the Christians in Nagaland to boldly stand 
for the ‘truth and not for the right.’

The association has also appealed to all Christians 
and churches to choose their conviction over comfort 
by boldly reaffirming and respecting the clean election 
campaign outlined by NBCC/ABAM.

The association director Talijungla and the president 
T Lima Longkumer felt that the choosing of “the right 
and God fearing candidates is meaningless when high 
handedness and control of the party by the so called 
‘High Command’ is the present political narrative.” It 
stated that the exercise of individual democratic rights 
becomes meaningless when there is community su-
premacy over individual freedom in choosing the can-
didate. 

ATA has termed as ‘painful and confused experi-
ences’ as Nagas have opted for ‘right and not the truth.’ 

As the state assembly election is fast approaching 
in Nagaland, it stated that the urgency of this appeal 
becomes imperative due to the fact that the proponents 
of anti Christians/Christianity are ceaselessly work-
ing towards manufacturing consent and creating false 
consciousness with a sole aim to convince the innocent 
electorates. 

While acknowledging the cry for ‘just development 
and good governance’ among the Naga citizens, ATA 
called upon all the Christians to be conscious and cau-
tious and not to let the “slogan of development and good 
governance” persuade the Naga Christians to deny the 
Cross of Jesus Christ. 

While cautioning the Naga Christians that develop-
ment as an alternative to their Christian faith and prac-
tice would be costly, ATA appealed to stand against such 
propaganda and be willing to live a poor and miserable 
life than deny Jesus Christ and His teaching. 

“Let us not trade our Christian faith for development. 
We would rather be in the manger than in the mansions,” 
ATA statement said.  ATA also appealed to all Christians 
and churches to choose their conviction over comfort 
and to choose what is truth over what is convenient by 
boldly reaffirming and respecting the clean election 
campaign outlined by NBCC/ABAM.

ATA further invited all the theological community 
and faithful Christians to continue seeking God’s inter-
vention so that “Justice is done in our midst.”

derstanding where the party comes from 
and stand by.

Reiterating that 2018 election is unlike 
the other election battle between various 
political parties, Liezietsu maintained 
that it will be a testing of our faith to God 
and a selection between the destruction 
or preservation of the Naga people and 
their identity. 

He added that Naga people should 
be alert and realise this is not just politics 
but something else ‘where we might lose 
our identity and faith one day, the present 
politics is beyond politics and called upon 
the Nagas to be united and prepare to bat-
tle the 2018 election.’

Cautioning the people to be alert and 
wary of those facts, Liezietsu said NPF 
belongs to the Naga people and it repre-
sents the Naga identity still standing tall 
and firm on the principles and values as 
set up by the founding members.

He maintained that NPF has weeded 
out the corrupted MLAs from its party 
and now it has sincere and dedicated 
MLAs along with fresh and capable can-
didates to form the next government with 
new vision and new programmes.

‘If God willing by March 5-6, NPF will 
form the next government,’ said Liezietsu 
confidently and sought the support and 
prayers of the people.

Intending candidate from 8th Western 
Angami AC, Keneizhakho Nakhro said 
his area of focus included all weather 
good motorable roads, access to good 
health care, strengthen education at the 
grassroot and primary level, livelihood 
development and capacity building for 
self-employment and infrastructure de-
velopment.

While asserting that the society needs 
change which has to come from within, 
Nakhro said ‘I want to see our land pros-
per and progress with the resources and 
man power we have. Let us join hands in 
this venture of change for a better and 
greater progressive society.’

EM Images
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Dependency 
Syndrome

A
s the legend goes, when the negotiations 
were being held at various levels before state-
hood those representing the Government of 
India purportedly told the Naga delegation 

that everything required by the new state will be paid 
for by the Central government. Economic packages, 
development, no taxes and so on and so forth. The 
veracity of such a conversation or statement is not 
confirmed but some of these points were also already 
covered in the 16 point agreement. Although wel-
fare and sops without any tax were required initially 
for the state to develop Nagaland and its people has 
since then stayed likewise for the last 54 years since 
statehood. It was anathema to speak about tax in Na-
galand till a few years ago all the more accentuated 
by the presence of so many political groups with their 
own ‘tax’. Then the absence of  notable private com-
panies and industries is taken as the excuse for poor 
collection of tax in the state. Other than the unofficial 
taxes, Nagas the concept of tax is completely miss-
ing among Nagas still now. On the other hand the 
Nagas by custom are close-knit and the customary 
laws still upholds such practices.  For almost all the 
tribes although at present one’s fortunes are not dis-
tributed among all, misfortunes and needs have to be 
taken care by all especially the well to do ones. Such 
a concept becomes a gargantuan problem for many 
a high ranking government official and all the politi-
cians contesting elections. A high ranking official is 
by default expected to assist and help members of his 
family, in-laws ,clan, village, tribe during his years in 
service at times even expected to break the law. Else 
either find loopholes in the law or create loopholes to 
enable a contract or employ someone in to service. 
As for the politician it becomes a bigger problem. The 
average Naga who supports a politician will ensure 
that it is known by the politician and the politician is 
thereby expected to accept the supporter as almost 
a family member of the politician’s one big extended 
political family. The envelopes with money even if 
nominal has to reach every supporter’s household for 
every occasion whether its joyous or tragic. If elected 
then the politician has a bigger task to show a gesture  
of acknowledgement on such occasions for each and 
every household of his constituency. So many con-
clusions of the consequences and  effects of such a 
practice can be drawn but the least said the better. 
The mighty church is also a victim of this syndrome 
that sometimes it instead seems forced, like extortion 
in the name of religion. Unless the people of the state 
discard this dependency syndrome it will be difficult 
to clean up the electoral process. 

Roviso Marza 

Lok Sabha 
Election

2014 2009 2004

State Male Female Overall Male Female Overall Male Female Overall

Nagaland 88.15*First 87.49Second 87.82*First
90.70 
*First

89.22*First
89.99
*First

92.63
First

90.26
First

91.77
First

Lakshadweep
Union Territory

84.87Third 88.42*First
86.61
Second

83.91
Third

87.97Second
85.90
Second

79.10
Third

84.21
Second

81.52
Second

Tripura
85.06 
Second

84.37Third
84.72
Third

85.43
Second

82.86
Third Sikkim

84.45
Third
Tripura 

79.70 
Second
West Bengal

74.91
Third 
West Bengal

78.04
Third
West Bengal

Source: Election Commission of India

Overall percentage of voter turnout in state 
assembly elections

2013 2008 2003

First Tripura 
93.57%

First 
Tripura 
91.22%

First 
Nagaland 
87.85%

Second 
Nagaland 92%

Second 
Meghalaya 
89%

Second 
Tripura 
78.71%

Third Mizoram 
81 %

Third 
Nagaland 
85%

Third 
Mizoram 
78.65%

A
s the state draws close for its 
assembly election, poll fever 
increasingly peaks around 
who is winning, and the like. 

The illustration here is but a citizen’s 
inescapable link with election, ab-
stracting elements that may apply to 
all. Who else leisurely don’t visit poll 
booth, need actually pause and see it. 
Nagaland Election Commission web-
site marks a line “If you don’t vote, you 
have no right to complain- more of a 
decree than appeal though. Certain-
ly, it implies moral acumen.  None-
theless, those who would not vote 
–(1)‘Intra-Personal’- You simply don’t 
like it in mind-election is rowdy, bor-
ing; which truly disorders and often 
riotous. The tendency unconsciously 
stays in somewhat due to unpleasant 
monopoly of politicians and workers 
who don’t really show up after elec-
tion, thus it hardly appeals you. (2)‘In-
ter-Personal’- You have commitment 
for someone/occupation else more 
valuable than to do one with elec-
tion.(3)‘Personal’- You are actually 
caught up in real personal constraint 
not able to go for election. Similarly, 
those casting their votes are charac-
terized against the same variations. 
‘Intra Personal’- It’s taken as a citizen’s 
responsibility.‘Inter-Personal’-Voter is 
personally attracted by general con-
duct/election atmosphere. ‘Personal’-
It’s the voter’s personal conviction to 
support a candidate/cause. Perhaps 
another category arises from those 
casting for money or otherwise intent 
or fun, excepting any of the reasons, 
if not all. The course of election is 
definitely fun, devoid of parties. In-
viting value-notion, the voter drives 
a self-module advocating choice. This 
choice speaks value for oneself, even 
when avoided election plane on rea-
sonable ground. Likewise, when one 
doesn’t support any of the candidates, 
option is provided with none of the 
above (NOTA). This is to appreciate all 
values of a voter, especially when sup-

posed value of the voter is hampered 
by riveting reasons that might instead 
spoil the value completely. This merit 
of abstaining vote howsoever has to 
deny the broad purposes catering 
election’s good, hence signaling the 
candidate with majority votes to win 
even in exception when NOTA might 
be the most polled. Election ques-
tions are themselves in-exhaustive, 
and cannot cover one here. Converse-
ly, due to absence of law, while one is 
invoked to cast on points of NOTA, a 
voter easily escapes apprehension of 
failing to cast still, unless the person 
has been so involved. It’s respectable 
in sense, that abstaining is treated a 
better choice to avoid necessary ‘elec-
tion burden’. But again, the expense 
of law does not fall within all aspects 
to abstain it. This is primarily due to 
voter’s liability as bearer of the Card, 
and the ultimate respondent to its 
respects. Voter Card is issued by the 
election commission for purpose of 
election, which also serves other gov-
ernmental requisites. The turbulence 
involved with election accompanied 
by its appalling form might have been 
contending reasons of veiling per-
sonal interests in the system. But ex-
ercising the right to not cast is ‘legally 
absurd’, because voting is required 
for a legally instituted government 
to function, in as much as citizens 
duly demands governmental output, 
so long also to the extent being state 
beneficiaries. Until a law would come 
for a compulsory voting to citizens, 
erstwhile personal liberty to not cast 
would have been missed the need to 
take it personally, whose realization 
tells without doubt, one altruistic 
mind showing political esteem. Quite 
so, the irreplaceable value of a voter 
resonates-with pride, dignified and 
informed.

India had debated for so long the 
need of voting to make compulsory. 
The election reforms are yet to final-
ize it. There are over 20 countries in 
the world that make voting compul-
sory for citizens. Many of these are in 

Latin America and generally records 
better standards of living than India 
is. In Australia, 20 dollars is penalized 
for failure to cast vote, amounting to 
approximate Rs. 1200/-.People regard 
vote dearly in places where voting be-
haviour essentially acts on values of 
the nation and society. Such striking 
remark of the electorate history was 
witnessed in the last US election for 
its President Office. Americans didn’t 
want humiliation over their vote val-
ues to be pictured on wrong lines, 
through regulated views and some 
Medias, hence there sent increased 
against the democrat party. Commen-
tator in CNN notes- it went to reiter-
ate that the force of democracy is with 
the ordinary people; they would only 
decide their own political fate. For In-
dia, voting hardly squares the desired 
values of society, let alone vote shares 
drawn on social divide and those re-
cently garnering on ‘national inter-
ests’. Value for sure is relative, and the 
ability to wield election success holds 
value too. Sadly, the larger interests 
for whom elections are conducted 
were craftily channeled by those run-
ning the scene. In a democracy, vot-
ing percentage carries commendable 
participative value of the electorate, 
and essentially a responsible one, be-
sides others. On national level, voter 
turnout was significantly increased 
by 32.71% in last Lok Sabha election 
sheld in 2014. Below are highlights of 
voter turnout of 3 ‘merited states’ se-
cured in the last three elections.

From the tabulated figure, all cate-
gories of the Nagaland electorate were 
shown consistently on top, although 
in 2014 the female score was below 
first by a marginally thin, less than 
1%.Hence, in respect to all states of 
the country holding polls during this 
time of parliamentary set up, a regular 
maintenance on top voter display by 
Nagaland is impressive.

2018 election records Tripura with 
over92% - NDTV, which put the state 
above 90% cut-off for consecutive 
three terms  

Nagaland atmosphere is interest-
ing, thinking how much the boycott 
hangover would impact the elector-
ate, followed by the church’s obvi-
ous cautioning of its members from 
‘injurious polemics’. The church at 
all is bound to sharpen required tool 
in the face of real battle with the ‘ad-
versary RSS’ whose Hindutva goals 
through political exercise can’t be 
stopped, but its mission can. Perhaps 
the fear of BJP’s ‘unsecular plank’ 
have prompted itself to ride on sug-
ary rhetoric praising Christians and 
flaunt vulgar ‘Jerusalem trips’, on 
the heels when the persecutions on 
minorities had exposed the govern-
ment barely to apply such norm in 
the pre-dominantly Christian area 
of Nagaland. The overt remark brims 
when the leaders would let puffed in 
their governmental high visits by cor-
nering their ‘minority-persecution-
rating’ to be well below Congress 
rule –possibly therefore included the 
horrifying church attacks soon after 
BJP’s rise to power, and many goes 
unreported. As for Nagaland, despite 
all political upheavals running from 
booth-capturing crisis to upsetting 
occurrences today, which are usual 
national reports, people have dem-
onstrated a strong electorate of sup-
porting any government in the past. 
Indeed, the electorate was diligent 
to mandate the government func-
tion, amidst frequent boycott hues 
and disdain records of the state. The 
underlined aspects of an educated 
electorate listing the cited examples 
are not distant chances of voting 
Nagaland for a wanted government, 
hence society and values. It should 
be a clear warning for the vying con-
testants that concerned values align-
ing them are again ready to be cast. 
It is left for the elected ones then to 
represent these values into their pro-
claimed values to not go worthless. 
Truly, let value-conscious presence 
on government counts.

rovizomarza@gmail.com

Better Cast, Lest Your Value Sleep

God is always near in spite of our fears.

Spiders. I don’t know any kid who likes them. At 
least not in their rooms . . . at bedtime. But as 

she was getting ready for bed, my daughter spied 
one dangerously close to her bed. “Daaaad!!!!! Spii-
iderrr!!!!!” she hollered. Despite my determination, 
I couldn’t find the eight-legged interloper. “He’s not 
going to hurt you,” I reassured her. She wasn’t con-
vinced. It wasn’t until I told her I’d stay next to her top 
bunk and stand guard that she agreed to get in bed.

As my daughter settled in, I held her hand. I told 
her, “I love you so much. I’m right here. But you know 
what? God loves you even more than Daddy and 
Mommy. And He’s very close. You can always pray 
to Him when you’re scared.” That seemed to comfort 
her, and peaceful sleep came quickly.

Lord, thank You for always being close by.
Scripture repeatedly reassures us God is always 

near (Psalm 145:18; Romans 8:38–39; James 4:7–8), 
but sometimes we struggle to believe it. Perhaps that’s 
why Paul prayed for the believers in Ephesus to have 
strength and power to grasp that truth (Ephesians 
3:16). He knew that when we’re frightened, we can lose 
track of God’s proximity. But just as I lovingly held my 
daughter as she went to sleep that night, so our loving 
heavenly Father is always as close to us as a prayer.
Lord, thank You for always being close by. Please 

give us strength and power in our hearts to 
remember You are near, You love us deeply, and 

we can always call out to You. 

DAILY

PATH
Of Spiders and 
God’s Presence

BIBLE READ:  EPHESIANS 3:14–19
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

I pray that out of his glorious riches he may 
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in 

your inner being. 
~  Ephesians 3:16

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

Nagas are known to be peace 
loving community. They even 
describe themselves as kind, 

generous and hospitable. True!This 
is an undeniable description that 
has spread across the globe. But the 
fact of explanation should not only 
be historical. It should be present 
in our day to day life. As generation 
passes by, we can easily loose the grip 
of our culture and heritage. The good 
valuesthat flow along with themwill 
cease if the receiver ceases to exist 
as he should be. If the recipient be-
comes violent and ferocious, where 
will our good culture dwell? Shall 
we throw them in the river side and 
mourn the loss forever?

With much pride and honour, I 
took some friends to see the village 
where I belong.The maintenance 
and cleanliness has been appreci-
ated by many visitors. I was much 
perplexed to find numerous flags put 
up in many of the houses, trees and 
gardens. The sight of flags belong-
ing to different political parties were 
too beautiful beyond description, 
yet it had diminished the dignity of 
the village. I wish God could create 
the sky above with flags of different 
colours instead of just opening it up. 
(An open sky is too bare, it is boring 
for the young and old). If so, the birds 
of the sky would make their nest on 
the flags. Tourists will flock in the sky. 
Moreover, the flag/s will be the only 
link between heaven and earth. There 
will be different groups of Angels in 
correspondence to the number of 
political parties. God will begin to 
obey human beings. The Angels will 
descend from the flag post to guard 
the members of the family from all 
harms. The higher the flag would also 
mean more trust and faith in God. 
Likewise, many families have conse-
crated and anointed themselves with 
their party flag. They work and sleep 
in peace under the banner of the 
political flag. Politicians will control 
the realms of heaven. The time will 
come when party flags will turn into 
garments, both outer and inner. This 
will be the best step of recognizing 
your own party members. Confusion 
and violence can be avoided in this 
way. Henceforth, this type of life will 

be acceptable by all. Oh! The dream 
of heavenly Jerusalem has at last 
dawned with the help of election.

Does our culture and its inherent 
values come to a cessation with elec-
tion? We all try to protect our culture 
and tradition in many other forums, 
but fail to do the same during the 
season of election. We give our best 
to make our candidate win so as to 
celebrate the joy of defeating the 
opponents, forgetting to celebrate 
the victory. We need good system of 
election, but what is improper can 
be done away with by our collective 
effort. Do some of the practices dur-
ing election go against our very Naga 
culture?

There were certain tribe among 
the Nagas who once said that Naga 
cultural and traditional practices 
cannot give way to other (new) rules 
and regulations. This led to the war 
of ULB election. The love for culture 
and tradition was truly in their blood 
and flesh. It flowed from head to toe. 
We need such Nagas in all circum-
stances of life. Can the same people/
tribe once again raise their good and 
honest voice and say that violence 
during election is not Naga culture? 
I am sorry, this may not be a diges-
tive question, yet it may be the truest 
question. For all other crowd pulling 
ceremonies and events, we may be 
in the top list, but when real situa-
tions appear, we all close our shal-
low mouth and allow violence to go 
on. This few months, Nagaland has 
already witnessed many incidents of 
violence especially in two districts. 
Shall we allow it to grow wild, big and 
tall? No politicians or party workers 
will ever be held responsible for such 
violence. Only the common people 
suffer the loss of life and properties. 
During election all are right. Yes, we 
all can be right even with our worst 
way of life.

Those who dethroned T. R. Zeli-
angfrom the post of CM (a year ago) 
are finding difficult to dethrone their 
own candidates even in spite of their 
well-known ill practices. Many can-
didates found resurrection by their 
good speeches. There are good and 
bad politicians. A good politician can 
be one who cover up all evil practic-

es to make himself appear good. He 
criticizes his opponents to snatch the 
throne of minister or MLA. By this he 
collects heaps of dung with the aim 
of changing the face of Nagaland. A 
bad politician can be one who sin-
cerely work for Nagas and is blamed 
for all misfortunes and agonies of the 
Nagas. He is made the scapegoat. As 
public, we need to support our po-
litical leaders in their good endeavors 
and confront them when they be-
come harbingers ofevil to the society. 
This is how we can check the growth 
of Naga society. We have every right 
to choose our representatives with 
our good conscience. This must be 
made available to all. 

Women are the best messengers 
of peace and violence. They give life 
with one hand and bring death with 
the other. They sow the seed of vio-
lence during election and seek for 
peace later. They go from house to 
house campaigning for their beloved 
candidate. They do this at the late 
hours of the day in the most secret 
manner and appear to be innocent 
during the day. Election has changed 
them from womanhood to lovely 
owls. They hoot and screech in all the 
houses in search of votes like owls in 
search of food. This is how lies and 
violence spread from home to home. 
Who shall be responsible for any 
unfortunate violence in the society? 
Shall we blame these intruders? Do 
not be shocked that women are beat-
en up during election season. A sharp 
double tongue may receive a sharp 
Naga dao. Beware! The season of 
election is blind to men and women.

Let us be aware of our respon-
sibility in forming our society. We 
must avoid violence in any form dur-
ing election. I can only say, “Kindly 
avoid violence during election. This 
is not Naga culture.Article 371A does 
not tell Nagas to use violence during 
election.”I hope Nagas will not give 
up their honoured culture and tradi-
tion for the sake of election or money. 
Allow violence to give way to mutual 
understanding. Let us live in peace 
and be at peace with each other. 

With much concern,
Rev. Fr. G. L. Khing

tisislawkhing@gmail.com

Violence Vs Naga Culture

1. Shall not buy votes with money.
2. Shall not insist/force Clan, Khel, Vil-

lage, and family to declare support 
for a  particular candidate.

3. Shall not bribe the voters with money 
or materials.

4. Shall not distribute party money or 
provide party-based development 
work during election time.

5. Shall not distribute alcohol, drugs, or 
other intoxicants to voters.

6. Shall not set up camps in colony/
khel/vlllage/town.

7. Shall not put up flags and posters on 
an individual household except in 
party office and house of the candi-
date.

8. Shall not provide feasting, picnic, or 
go for procession.

9. Shall not use force, intimidation and 
undue influence to the voters.

10. Shall not use the support of under-
ground/NPGs for threatening voters.

11. Shall have a dear and realistic mani-
festo.

12. Shall avoid house to house cam-
paign.

13. Shall discipline the party workers 
and educate them with CEC instruct-
ed by the NBCC.

14. Shall not use/spread false propagan-
da for personal gain.

15. Shall not be involved in booth cap-
turing and any other activities which 
are unbecoming of any political par-
ty.

16. Shall  deliver peace,  justice, and de-
velopment for our people

17. Shall participate in the Common 
Platforms organized by the Clean 
Election committee.

18. Shall support NBCC-CEC guidelines 
in letter and spirit, and cooperate 
with all the initiatives of  Association 
level CEC-Core Committee.

Issued in public interest

The Pledge 
Signed by 

Political Parties 
and NBCC For 

Clean Elections
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Career matters 
could move so slowly today that you just 
might be tempted to give up, Aries. Don’t 
even think that way! It’s just one of those 

days when nothing seems to go right, even though 
basically everything should still be going very well for 
you. Don’t expect much progress today, and certainly 
don’t expect anything but gloom from colleagues. Put a 
calendar with cartoons on the wall so you can distract 
yourself with some laughs throughout the day.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): If you’ve got 
something you’re trying to study, Taurus, this 
isn’t the day to do it. Your concentration is 
likely to be off, and what you’re reading will 

probably look like Greek to you. Unless it’s really neces-
sary, it would be best to put the books aside until to-
morrow, since you probably won’t absorb much today. 
Trying to read could give rise to the illusion that you’ve 
learned something. Be on the safe side and put it off!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Dark, depressing 
dreams could plague your sleep tonight, Gem-
ini, probably alternating with silly ones that 
make you laugh out loud. You could wake in 

the morning totally confused by these images, and your 
tendency might be to dismiss them. Don’t do this. Your 
dreams are trying to tell you something about yourself. 
Have you had your emotional ups and downs lately? 
Have you alternately laughed and cried over something? 
Think about it!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Have you been 
invited to a party that’s supposed to take place 
today? If you think you haven’t, Cancer, you’d 
better check your calendar again. All signs 

suggest that you could forget a lot of important things 
right now and one might be a social event, perhaps busi-
ness related. This might not be one of your best days. 
Usually you tend to have a memory like an elephant. Just 
for the time being, keep your calendar handy!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Too much mental 
or physical exercise could have you feel-
ing a bit burned out today, Leo. You could 
be considerably slower on the uptake than 

usual, and those around you could be surprised 
that you, normally very energetic, seem to be mov-
ing like a snail. Spend as much time resting as you 
can, because you’ll need to recoup your stamina. 
If you must work, concentrate on routine tasks re-
quiring very little conscious effort.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Although your 
partner may be feeling very sensual at this 
time, Virgo, you might not feel much like get-
ting passionate. You’ve had a stressful few 

days and can barely move, so your response to sexual 
overtures is apt to be lukewarm at best. Your affection 
certainly hasn’t diminished, but your partner could in-
terpret your behavior that way. Whatever you decide to 
do, make sure your friend knows exactly how you feel 
and why you feel that way.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Your home could 
be a gloomy place today, Libra. A member of 
the household is likely to be away, and this 
person’s presence is apt to be very sorely 

missed. The only thing you can do under the circum-
stances is make sure everyone keeps busy until the ab-
sent one returns. One way to distract the family is to get 
them to clean up the house in anticipation of a warm 
welcome!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): An older 
relative or neighbor may need your as-
sistance today, Scorpio. This is apt to be 
a very inconvenient time for someone 

to ask for help, because you have plenty of chores 
of your own. Nonetheless, you’ll go to the rescue 
because that’s your nature. Take care to plan your 
time carefully, pace yourself, and try not to do too 
much at once. That way you’ll live to help again 
tomorrow.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Your cre-
ative talents could seem totally blocked to-
day, Sagittarius. You may have a project you 
really want to work on. You have the men-

tal focus, but the creative element just might not be 
there. This could prove so frustrating that you want 
to throw something. Do this if you must (preferably a 
pillow). Still, the only answer might be to shelve your 
work until tomorrow. You should be back to normal 
by then.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): This defi-
nitely isn’t a good day to stay home and do 
household chores, Capricorn. If you do, 
some sad and rather irrational thoughts 

may plague you throughout the day. No matter what 
the weather’s like, it would be far better to get out and 
do anything that keeps your mind focused on some-
thing positive. Go shopping, attend a sports event, see 
a movie, or visit a friend. Whatever you do, get your 
mind off yourself. Go enjoy your day.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Some disap-
pointing news could put you into a rather 
gloomy state at some point today, Aquarius. 
Someone close to you might suddenly have 

to leave town for several weeks and you’ll be lonely 
without them. There isn’t much point in dwelling on 
this, however. You’ll just have to stay in touch via phone 
or email and look forward to the time when your friend 
comes back. You should be pretty busy during those 
days, anyway!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): The fundraising 
activities of a group with which you’re affiliat-
ed are going very well, Pisces, but today you’re 
likely to find that things seem to be stalled. 

Checks may not come in the mail, important people 
don’t return your phone calls, or someone doesn’t show 
up to do the job at hand. This situation is frustrating, but 
it probably won’t last beyond today. By tomorrow you 
should all be your busy selves again. Hang in there!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Owen Hulatt |Aeon

C
lassical music and high European 
culture were at the heart of Theo-
dor Adorno’s philosophy and out-
look on life. He was born in 1903 

in Frankfurt in Germany, and grew up with 
music, both as a listener and a practition-
er: his mother, Maria Calvelli-Adorno, was 
a singer, and the young Adorno was a tal-
ented pianist. He attended the Hoch Con-
servatory, going on to study with the Aus-
trian composer Alban Berg. Adorno chose 
a career as a professional philosopher tak-
ing a position at the University of Frankfurt 
in 1931, but music and culture remained 
the focus of his interests. 

Adorno insisted on high standards – 
culture was not merely a matter of techni-
cal progress (in composing more beauti-
ful, more complicated music, for example) 
but also (if indirectly) a matter of moral-
ity. Music, like all culture, could either de-
velop or obstruct social progress towards 
greater freedom. And that progress was 
under threat. Even in pre-war Vienna, 
Adorno saw warning signs of a collapse 
in European culture. He would later write 
of Igor Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring, which 
premiered in 1913, that it represented an 
‘uproar of culture against its own essence 
as culture’ which is ‘enjoyed as an entice-
ment precisely in its opposition to civilisa-
tion’. The ballet’s ‘flirtation with barbarism’ 
was not merely musical – it reflected social 
facts, and indeed showed evidence of a 
kind of cultural trend towards regression, 
and of the domination of the individual by 
the social whole.

These trends towards regression and 
domination were borne out with the rise 
of Nazism. Adorno’s father, Oscar Wiesen-
grund, was Jewish, and Adorno’s licence 
to teach was revoked by the Nazis in 1933, 
leading him to spend four years at Oxford 
studying for a doctorate under the philos-
opher Gilbert Ryle.

Together with the Institute for Social 
Research in Frankfurt, Adorno emigrated 
to the United States, eventually settling in 
Los Angeles in 1941. The philosopher who 
had savaged Stravinsky was now brought 
face to face with Mickey Mouse. In Minima 
Moralia (1951), Adorno wrote, despair-
ingly: ‘Every visit to the cinema leaves 
me, against all my vigilance, stupider and 
worse.’

Like many émigrés, Adorno was initial-
ly disoriented by US mass culture, which 
had not yet overrun Europe as it would af-
ter the war. This disorientation became a 
principled distrust. He claimed that capi-
talist popular culture – jazz, cinema, pop 
songs, and so on – manipulates us into 
living lives empty of true freedom, and 
serves only to distort our desires. Popular 
culture is not the spontaneous expression 
of the people, but a profit-driven industry 
– it robs us of our freedom and bends us to 
conform to its needs for profit.

This distrust of US culture was recipro-
cal. Both Adorno and his philosophical col-
laborator Max Horkheimer were broadly 
Marxist, and were promptly placed under 
surveillance by the FBI. Their telegrams 
were intercepted, and one of Adorno’s co-
authors, Hanns Eisler, was called before 
the House Un-American Activities Com-
mittee in 1947, and deported in 1948.

The FBI distrusted Adorno as a trans-
plant from a Marxist background into a 
capitalist one. Now, people distrust him 
as a transplant from a privileged back-
ground into a progressive one. The easy 
response to Adorno’s condemnation of 
popular culture is to dismiss Adorno as 
a snob. His dislike of mass culture be-
comes simply a dislike of the masses that 
he looked down upon. He seems patron-
ising, seeing people as easily fooled and 
mislead, and popular culture as shallow 
and manipulative. In this version, Ador-
no’s arguments against popular culture 
contain no insight, only elitism, while, in 
fact, popular culture pleases and gives a 

voice to ordinary people.
But this easy response is misguided. 

Adorno did not simply condemn popular 
culture; nor did he simply yearn for the 
rule of high culture. He found grave prob-
lems with both – and these problems stem 
from Adorno’s profound respect and de-
mand for pleasure, driven by a strong mor-
al concern for our wellbeing. Strange as it 
might seem, Adorno’s broadsides against 
popular culture are driven by the desire 
to identify and avoid harms to our flour-
ishing. Popular culture is not only bad art 
(though it is that, he claims) but harmful 
art – it stands in the way of true freedom.

To get at this moral position, we might 
consider a familiar example: ‘guilty pleas-
ures’. We are now, on average, working 
longer, with less security, for less money. 
The world is riddled with social and politi-
cal problems that we have no immediately 
clear way of engaging with or ameliorat-
ing. Our limited free time seems better 
spent instead on relaxing the demands 
we place on ourselves, and escaping the 
pressures of the everyday world. While 
guilty pleasures are imperfect, they afford 
us a pleasure too often lacking in our busy 
lives. They supposedly give us more imme-
diate enjoyment than high art, while cer-
tainly demanding less time, attention and 
expense.

Adorno is no opponent of pleasure. 
But he would be very suspicious of ‘guilty 
pleasures’. What sort of a world binds guilt 
and pleasure together? What sort of a pleas-
ure comes together with an awareness, no 
matter how dim, that things should be bet-
ter? It is a world, Adorno claims, that gives 
us only a faint copy of pleasure disguised 
as the real thing; repetition disguised as es-
cape; a brief respite from labour disguised 
as a luxury. Popular culture presents itself 
as a release of our repressed emotions and 
desires, and so as an increase in freedom. 
But in truth, it robs us of our freedom twice 
– both aesthetically (in failing to give aes-
thetic freedom in enjoying art) and mor-
ally (in blocking the path to true social 
freedom).

What does it mean to lack aesthetic 
freedom? For Adorno, this is about free-
dom in experiencing, interpreting and 
understanding artworks. This freedom 
requires an artwork to give us space and 
time to inhabit it, and to experience it as 
a unified whole. However, popular culture 
has lost its ability, Adorno claims, to create 
these integrated, unified wholes. Instead, 
works are now being produced that are a 
loose collection of moments experienced 
in a rapid and disconnected series.

It’s not uncommon to hear films praised 
for their ‘set-pieces’ and ‘special effects’. If 
we look beneath the familiarity of this lan-
guage, we find strangeness – we praise a 
two-hour film for the enjoyable (and ex-
pensive) moments it contains: the chase 
sequence, the explosion, the action cho-
reography. We are accustomed to breaking 
down what is presented as a single thing 
into a collection of disconnected smaller 
things. This is a claim about how we expe-
rience films – but we can find examples in 
how we talk about films too. For example, 
on the AV Club, we can see a list of the best 
‘scenes’ of 2017 – a list of dismembered se-
quences taken from films and described in 
isolation. Going yet further, Variety maga-
zine lists the top 10 ‘shots’ of 2017, or still 
images isolated from the films – the mo-
tion even – that lend them meaning.

We perceive the same phenomenon 
musically; hit songs contain ‘hooks’, catchy 
fragments of melody found in the chorus 
or bridge, which the song is designed to 
deliver over and over. We can immediately 
summon to memory the chorus from the 
Rolling Stones’ song ‘(I Can’t Get No) Sat-
isfaction’ (1965), and this chorus has had 
a long career – used repeatedly in adverts, 
soundtracks and trailers. It is enjoyed in 
isolation, and in its own right; there are 
doubtless people who have never heard 
the full verses. The song can be decom-
posed without loss of meaning – its mo-

ments can be pulled out, and re-used. And 
the song as a whole is designed to deliver 
the tension and release that comes with 
expecting, and hearing, that same chorus 
yet again. For Adorno, this is a perversion 
of, and a block to, true aesthetic freedom 
– the enjoyable and free play of unifying 
and working together the various parts of 
an artwork into an integrated whole. Aes-
thetic experience without compromise or 
qualification is unpredictable, fluid, and 
has a complex structure sustained and de-
veloped across long stretches of time. In 
contrast, the culture industry trains us to 
focus on minute intervals of time and con-
tent, dulling our ability and willingness to 
experience artworks as unified, complex 
objects.
We know it could be better, but resolve to 

enjoy it anyway. For Adorno, this is what’s 
wrong with pop culture

It also accustoms us to a kind of aes-
thetic experience that is very similar to the 
work it is meant to release us from; a con-
stant checking of the artwork against pre-
set standards and tropes. Consider how 
rare it is when watching a popular film, for 
example, not to be aware of the function of 
the scene – one scene is clearly establish-
ing relationships that will frame the events 
to come, another is an action scene, an-
other gives the villain’s motivation. We are 
usually equipped with a subconscious un-
derstanding of the function of every scene, 
and indeed its expected length. When the 
opening scene of a film shows someone 
waking up in a messy bedroom, we are 
reasonably sure that this is our main char-
acter, and that when the alarm rings that 
character will wake up worried about be-
ing late for something. When James Bond 
visits Q, we know that the gadgets are being 
shown because they will be used later, so 
we remember them; we know the discus-
sion will not take long, and that no deep 
emotional conversations will occur. And 
our expectations are rarely disappointed. 
We are put to work in organising, check-
ing and filing the moments of the film as 
it passes by. Instead of being given time for 
consideration and interpretation, we are 
engaged in the very sort of classification 
and sorting that characterises the world of 
work we thought we were escaping from.

Adorno is surely right that many films 
are like this – their narrative follows broad-
ly familiar paths, and the characters repre-
sent broadly familiar archetypes. But this 
isn’t news. We are hardly under the impres-
sion that a blockbuster movie such as The 
Dark Knight Rises (2012) is as good as the 
arthouse film Andrei Rublev (1966). We 
don’t expect it to be – we expect it to give 
us an exciting two or three hours. We don’t 
expect it to stand up under close scrutiny. 
We enjoy it for what it is – a guilty pleasure.

But the curious thing about a guilty 
pleasure is that it is guilty; we know that 
what we are doing could be better, but re-
solve to enjoy it anyway. Adorno sees this 
as the very core of what is wrong with pop-
ular culture. As far as Adorno is concerned, 
we are not fooled. We know exactly what 
we are getting, and how shoddy it is, but 
desire it all the same:

That is the triumph of advertising in 
the culture industry: the compulsive imi-
tation by consumers of cultural commodi-
ties which, at the same time, they recog-
nise as false.

The phrase, the world wants to be de-
ceived, has become truer than had ever 
been intended. People are not only, as 
the saying goes, falling for the swindle; if 
it guarantees them even the most fleeting 
gratification they desire a deception which 
is nonetheless transparent to them.

Adorno claims that you are reasonably 
well-informed about what you are doing 
and choosing; and yet the culture industry 
is still a means of ‘mass deception’ and in-
jury. Why? I have said that Adorno is driven 
by a moral concern for our wellbeing – but 
what is this concern based on? As I have 
suggested, this moral concern turns on the 
idea that popular culture harms us. Un-

derstanding this claim requires us to look 
again at those ‘aesthetic’ features that we 
have just explored – the use in popular cul-
ture of repetition, genre, tropes and famili-
arity. It will turn out that aesthetic freedom 
and social freedom are for Adorno deeply 
interlinked.

For Adorno, a large part of the harm 
inflicted by popular culture is harm to our 
ability to act freely and spontaneously. He 
claims that popular culture, as well as be-
ing a source of pleasure, is also a kind of 
training; it engages us in, and reinforces, 
certain patterns of thought and self-un-
derstanding that harm our ability to live as 
truly free people. It accomplishes this part-
ly through its very predictability. In Dialec-
tic of Enlightenment (1944), co-authored 
with Max Horkheimer, Adorno writes:

In a film, the outcome can invariably 
be predicted at the start – who will be re-
warded, punished, forgotten – and in light 
music the prepared ear can always guess 
the continuation after the first bars of a hit 
song and is gratified when it actually oc-
curs.

No space is left for consumers to exhib-
it ‘imagination and spontaneity’ – rather, 
they are swept along in a succession of 
predictable moments, each of which is so 
easy to digest that they can be ‘alertly con-
sumed even in a state of distraction’. And if, 
as Adorno believes, in the wider world we 
are under ever-increasing pressure to con-
form, to produce, and to pour our energies 
into our work, this loss of a place where 
we can think freely, imagine, and consider 
new possibilities is a deep and harmful 
loss. Even in our freedom from work, we 
are not free to truly take the kind of free 
and spontaneous pleasure that might help 
us recognise and reject the harmful lack of 
pleasure we find in our working lives.

Our lack of aesthetic freedom, then, 
also helps to build an obstacle to the re-
alisation of social freedom. If popular cul-
ture puts us to work even in our leisure 
– if we are nowhere given space to think 
and experience freely and unpredictably 
– then we will lose sight of the possibility 
of a world not completely dominated by 
work. We will have increasingly less space 
to consider such a thing; and increasingly 
less experience of anything different to 
what work demands.

Adorno further claims – in a striking 
prediction of many features of our cul-
tural lives today – that this rigid sameness 
presents itself under the guise of rebellion 
and novelty:

The general influence of this stylisa-
tion may already be more binding than the 
official rules and prohibitions; a hit song 
is treated more leniently today if it does 
not respect the 32 bars or the compass of 
the ninth […] Realistic indignation is the 
trademark of those with a new idea to sell.

Here, too, is a kind of harm. The real 
complaints and aggression that build up 
in us are given outlets in supposedly re-
bellious art. Taking music as an example, 
from the Doors (record label: Elektra, 
now part of Warner Music Group) to Rage 
Against the Machine (record label: Epic, 
owned by Sony Music) and beyond, so-
cial provocation and protest has been 
harnessed to digestible music, backed by 
large business conglomerates, and used 
to provide the harmless release of dissat-
isfaction. In this release, popular culture 
really does meet our needs; but it ties them 
back into the process of profit-making, 
and disperses the energies we might have 
needed to make genuine change. The tem-
porary pleasure we take in satisfying our 
needs, and discharging our frustrations, 
in popular culture stands in the way of a 
more powerful change in our way of life 
that could ameliorate our frustrations, and 
serve our pleasures, in a deeper and more 
lasting way. Our very satisfaction deceives 
us, and stands in the way of a more lasting 
and free pleasure in the future.

‘High art’ and popular culture are both 
damaged and harmful. Adorno argues for 

the abolition of both of them 

Popular culture, for Adorno, is not bad 
because it provides us with quick and ac-
cessible pleasure in a way that modern, 
demanding ‘high art’ does not. On the 
contrary, it is bad because it promises this 
pleasure and fails to deliver it in a genuine 
way. Adorno’s attack on the culture indus-
try turns out, in the end, not to be an attack 
on pleasure, but an attack in the name of 
pleasure. In a letter to fellow philosopher 
Walter Benjamin, he referred to high and 
low culture as two ‘torn halves of an inte-
gral freedom, to which, however, they do 
not add up’. Popular culture gives us pleas-
ure, which is our need and our right; but 
it comes along with harm to our ability to 
think freely and truly take ourselves out of 
the world of work and profit. High culture 
creates, at its best, works of art that give us 
true aesthetic freedom and escape from 
labour. But these artworks come with high 
barriers to entry, that help to close off the 
perfect conditions for experiencing such 
art to all but the few. To attend a perform-
ance of a symphony takes not only money, 
but also time, and freedom from imme-
diate needs and anxieties – it requires an 
insulation against worries about money, 
food and security that are increasingly 
unavailable in a world where employment 
becomes ever more precarious and less 
well-paid.

‘High art’ and popular culture are both 
damaged and harmful. Adorno is not ar-
guing for the abolition of one of them, but 
both of them. We all deserve the freedom 
to take our pleasure without guilt, with-
out harm, and without worry – but our 
society is so unequal, and the demands 
of true artistic freedom and truly free art-
appreciation so expensive that this is de-
nied to nearly all of us. If popular culture is 
stultifying and harmful, but easy to access 
and enjoy, this is only because it is a mirror 
image of the harms that high culture has 
inflicted, and the inequalities that make it 
possible:

Light art … is the social bad conscience 
of serious art. The truth which the latter 
could not apprehend because of its social 
premises gives the former an appearance 
of objective justification. The split be-
tween them is itself the truth: it expresses 
at least the negativity of the culture which 
is the sum of both spheres.

Adorno turns out to be less of a snob 
than he appears, and perhaps more radi-
cal and less conservative than his reputa-
tion suggests. At first, it seemed that we 
were at fault; that our indulgence and 
support of popular culture was a moral 
failure in us. It now seems that what is im-
moral is the world that prevents us from 
realising our potential, and closes off any 
chance of a pleasure other than that which 
merely repeats the demands of work, or 
which relies on deep, immoral inequality. 
Adorno’s complaints are not aimed at us, 
but at the obstacles that are placed in our 
way. He takes pleasure very seriously, and 
demands that our lives be filled with it. But 
what Adorno finds is that the structure of 
the modern world ensures that our pleas-
ure is always incomplete, and qualified. 
On the one hand, I can take pleasure im-
mediately and simply in popular culture, 
and in return must subject myself to its 
distracting, dis-unified and insincere ma-
nipulation of my senses and emotions. On 
the other, I might be fortunate enough to 
be able to dedicate large swathes of time 
and money to the appreciation of high art. 
But my ability to do so is based on an une-
qual distribution of wealth; my temporary 
freedom comes at a cost to others.

For Adorno, some artworks are just 
better than others; and popular culture 
is, by and large, ‘trash’. But, for him, a per-
fect world would not be exclusively popu-
lated by concert halls and skips filled with 
smashed televisions. Adorno gives us no 
picture of a perfect world; only a descrip-
tion of the constant promise of pleasure 
and enjoyment that he thinks our society 
barely fulfils, and barely fulfils at too high 
a price.

Against Popular Culture
For Adorno, popular culture is not just bad art – it enslaves us to repetition and robs us of our aesthetic freedom



NEWS IN BRIEF
Modi to inaugurate UP invest-
ment summit tomorrow
New Delhi, Feb. 20 (PTI): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will inaugurate the two day Uttar Pradesh inves-
tors’ summit in Lucknow tomorrow. President Ram 
Nath Kovind will be present at the closing ceremony on 
February 22, an official statement said here. The event 
is being organised by the Yogi Adityanath government 
in Uttar Pradesh to showcase the investment opportu-
nities and potential of the state. Finland, the Nether-
lands, Japan, Czech Republic, Thailand, Slovakia and 
Mauritius have been identified as country partners for 
the event. Several memorandums of understanding 
(MoUs) are expected to be signed during the summit, 
the statement said. The prime minister had inaugu-
rated the global investors’ summit in Guwahati and 
the ‘Magnetic Maharashtra’ event earlier this month.

Shoes hurled at Odisha CM dur-
ing by-poll campaign
Bhubaneswar, Feb. 20 (IANS): An unidentified youth 
on Tuesday hurled two shoes at Odisha Chief Minister 
Naveen Patnaik during his campaign for the by-poll 
in Bijepur assembly constituency of Bargarh district. 
The shoe-thrower has been detained at the local police 
station. One of the personal security officers (PSOs) 
blocked the shoes targeted at the Chief Minister. The 
person who hurled two shoes in quick succession was 
reportedly seated in the front row. Soon after, the ruling 
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) supremo was whisked away from 
the spot. The BJD accused the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) of orchestrating the attack.The youth is yet to be 
identified and the investigation into the matter is yet to 
be started. But the ruling party has started blaming us. 

Jharkhand bans Popular Front of 
India for IS links
Ranchi, Feb. 20 (IANS): The Jharkhand government 
has banned the Popular Front of India for its alleged 
links to the Islamic State, official sources said on Tues-
day. “The state has banned the Popular Front of India, 
which is active in Jharkhand, under the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, 1908. The Home Department had 
recommended the ban,” a government statement 
said. “The PFI is very active in Pakur district. The 
members of the PFI, which was set up in Kerala, are 
influenced by the IS. According to Home Department 
report, some PFI members have even gone to Syria 
from southern states and are working for the IS,” the 
statement added.
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AAP MLAs allegedly assault Delhi 
Chief Secretary in CM’s presence 

Tight security in Amritsar ahead of Trudeau visit

State cannot sit in judgement 
on identity of citizens; SC told 

Centre burdening 
masses by reducing 
small savings interest 
rates — Mamata

State duty-bound to bring PNB scamsters to justice — Jaitley Bureaucrats should be allowed to work freely—Rajnath 

I’m Muslim, want to live with 
husband; Hadiya tells SC

BJP demands Kejriwal’s resignation 

PTI

 Delhi Chief Secretary Anshu Prakash exits after meeting Lt Governor 
Anil Baijal over his alleged manhandling by an AAP MLA, in New 
Delhi on Tuesday.

Hadiya

Rajnath Singh

New Delhi, Feb. 20 (IANS): 
Delhi Chief Secretary An-
shu Prakash was allegedly 
assaulted by AAP MLAs in 
a meeting at Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal’s residence, 
sparking protests on Tues-
day and threats of a pen-
down strike in government 
offices in the capital.

The ruling AAP denied 
the allegation even as the 
IAS Association Secretary, 
Manisha Saxena, com-
plained to Lt. Governor 
Anil Baijal, claiming that 
the attack on Monday night 
was a “planned criminal 
conspiracy” against the top 
bureaucrat.

Speaking to the media 
after the meeting with Bai-
jal, Saxena said they have 
asked the Lt. Governor to 
take strict action against 
the accused MLAs. 

She also said the offic-
ers would work on Tuesday 
with a black band as a mark 
of protest and that the as-
sociation has also filed a 
police complaint. 

“There should be crimi-
nal action against everyone 
involved,” Saxena said. 

She said Prakash was 
called for a meeting around 
midnight on Monday 
where Kejriwal along with 
his deputy Manish Sisodia 
and 10 to 12 MLAs was 
present.

The meeting was on 
“some advertisements 
by the Delhi government 
which were in violation 
of the Supreme Court’s 

Amritsar/Chandigarh, 
Feb. 20 (IANS): Tight se-
curity was in place in and 
around this holy city for 
Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau’s visit to the 
Golden Temple complex 
on Wednesday. Govern-
ment security agencies 
and Shiromani Gurdwara 
Parbandhak Committee 
(SGPC) officials were on 
Tuesday working to ensure 
the visit to the Sikh shrine 

goes without hindrance or 
controversy since radical 
Sikhs may seek to rake up 
the issue of a separate Sikh 
homeland “Khalistan”.

Trudeau, on a eight-day 
visit to India, will arrive in 
Amritsar on Wednesday 
from Mumbai and offer 
prayers at the Golden Tem-
ple or “Harmandar Sahib” 
-- the holiest Sikh shrine.

The visit holds politi-
cal and social significance 

in Canada as that country 
has a substantial Indian di-
aspora, a majority of them 
from Punjab.

Trudeau, according to 
police sources, has asked 
local authorities to let him 
and his family, including 
three minor children, to 
enjoy the spirituality of the 
Golden Temple during the 
visit. He will be received 
at the Golden Temple en-
trance by SGPC President 

Gobind Singh Longowal.
Radical groups like the 

Dal Khalsa want to raise the 
issue of self-determination 
for the Sikhs during the 
visit. Amarinder Singh had 
labelled Sajjan and other 
Canadian Ministers of In-
dian origin as “Khalistani 
sympathisers”. Sajjan and 
three other Canadian fed-
eral ministers of Punjab 
origin are travelling with 
Trudeau during the visit.

New Delhi, Feb. 20 (PTI): The State cannot 
sit in judgement and rely only on biomet-
ric details to establish the identity of its 
citizens, a former High Court Judge who 
has challenged the Aadhaar scheme, told 
the Supreme Court today.

A five-judge constitution bench head-
ed by Chief Justice Dipak Misra is hearing 
a clutch of petitions including one filed by 
former High Court judge Justice K S Puttas-
wamy challenging the constitutional valid-
ity of the Centre’s flagship Aadhaar scheme 
and its enabling 2016 Act.

Senior advocate Gopal Subramanium, 
appearing for the former judge, said the 
State cannot sit in “judgement” and rely 
on some numbers and biometric details 
of a person to establish his or her consti-
tutional identity.

“Virtual person cannot reduce the real 
personhood,” the senior lawyer told the 
bench which also comprised Justices A K 
Sikri, A M Khanwilkar, D Y Chandrachud 
and Ashok Bhushan.

Terming the Aadhaar Act as “uncon-
stitutional”, he said it has been held in 
several judgements that the individual’s 
rights always gets primacy over the rights 
of the State and moreover, the action of 
the government is needed to be tested “for 
substantive and procedural due process”.

The senior lawyer maintained that the 
government says that Aadhaar scheme 
was put in place for furthering “social 
good”, but the “remedies are worse than 
the maladies”. The right to equality, right 
to personal liberty and freedom of speech 
and expression are being violated by the 
Aadhaar scheme, he said.

He also referred to the recent nine-
judge bench judgement and said the right 
to privacy has been held to a be funda-

mental right to which dignity is “central 
and integral”, he said, adding that the 
dignity of an individual is being infringed 
by the Aadhaar law.

The fact that there would be a cen-
tralised data base will lead to aggregation 
of details of the citizens and they can be 
misused, he said.

“Means employed in the statute is 
because biometrics itself is flawed. And 
algorithmic behaviour is itself rational and 
beyond the control of the UIDAI,” he said, 
adding the people would be denied the 
access to justice by the Aadhaar Act, which 
is an “overarching theme”.

Earlier, the court had posed whether 
the government was not entitled to seek 
proof of identity from citizens if their enti-
tlement to certain benefits were depend-
ent upon their identities.

“If your entitlement depends on who 
you are, then can the government not 
require proof on that count? Is it not a rea-
sonable condition,” the bench had asked.

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, appearing 
for the West Bengal government, had said 
the proof of identity has to be linked with 
the status of the person which entitles 
him or her for the benefit and moreover, 
the citizens must have the choice to prove 
their identity.

Prior to this, the court had said that 
issues like denial of benefits to citizens for 
either want of Aadhaar or due to its non-
authentication may not be a ground for 
holding the law as “unconstitutional”.

The apex court had on December 15 
last year extended till March 31 the dead-
line for mandatory linking of Aadhaar with 
various services and welfare schemes of all 
ministries and departments of the Centre, 
states and Union territories.

Malda, Feb. 20 (IANS): Tak-
ing a swipe at the Centre, 
West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee on Tues-
day accused the Narendra 
Modi government of re-
ducing interest rates on 
employee provident fund 
and small savings for what 
she said was to “compen-
sate for loss incurred due to 
loot by a few people”.

“Rate of interests on PF, 
small savings, fixed deposit 
are being reduced. The 
Centre is putting burden 
on the common people by 
increasing taxes. These are 
attempts to compensate 
for the loss incurred due to 
loot by a few people. The 
Centre is recovering money 
from the common people 
who are suffering,” she said 
at a rally held before an ad-
ministrative meeting here.

“Farmers’ debts are not 
waived and they have been 
committing suicide for not 
being able to repay loans, 
while a few people are al-
lowed to loot banks and 
escape,” she alleged.

Banerjee also criticised 
the erstwhile Left Front 
government in Bengal by 
saying that they incurred 
huge debts and the state 
currently has been repay-
ing the loans raised earlier.

New Delhi, Feb. 20 (IANS): In the 
wake of the Rs 11,300 crore ($1.8 bil-
lion) Punjab National Bank (PNB) 
scam allegedly involving diamond 
merchant Nirav Modi, Union Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley on Tuesday 
said the state was duty-bound to 
ensure those cheating the system are 
brought to justice.

He said the scam had highlighted 
the failure of the Indian banking regu-
lator, on whom it is now incumbent 
to institute a mechanism to ensure 
that such scams do not recur.

“What are our auditors doing? 
Both internal and external auditors 
really have looked the other way or 
failed to detect.”

“... it is incumbent on us as a 
State... to make sure the country 
is not cheated,” he said in his first 
public comments on the fraud while 
addressing the annual meeting of the 
Association of Development Financ-
ing Institutions in Asia and the Pacific 
(ADFIAP) here.

Jaitley -- without naming the PNB 
fraud that has rocked the banking 

system -- also said the scam posed 
an important question -- “lack of eth-
ics that a section of Indian business 
follows”.

“Therefore, call it a moral hazard. 
Any system of banking functions 
on trust... but this blurred itself out 
when a not-so-ethical section of so-
ciety did not feel the responsibility to 
pay (back),” the Minister said while 
referring to non-performing assets 
(NPAs), or bad loans, of government 
banks which are proving to be a ma-
jor roadblock in the revival of private 
investment and affecting the state’s 
capacity to fund development.

He wondered whether the bank 
management had been “found lack-
ing” in this case.

“On the face of it, the answer 
seems ‘yes, they were’. They were also 
found lacking in being able to check 
who amongst them were the delin-
quents here.”

The NPAs in the Indian banking 
system have crossed a staggering Rs 
8 lakh crore, of which the public sec-
tor banks (PSBs) account for over Rs 

7 lakh crore.
The Finance Minister also noted 

how the collusion between banks 
and scamsters had glaringly high-
lighted the failure of the system of 
checks/controls, both internal and 
independent.

“There is also an important chal-
lenge where the supervisory agencies 
have now to introspect as to what are 
the additional mechanisms they have 
to put in place to make sure that stray 
cases don’t become a pattern and 
the menace is nipped in the bud,” 
he said.

“I am sure the profession of Char-
tered Accountants and those who 
control the discipline of the profes-
sion will start introspecting and see 
what are the legitimate actions to be 
taken,” he added.

Describing the “developments as 
costing the country and the taxpay-
ers”, Jaitley said this “impinges upon 
the bank’s capacity as a lending 
institution and therefore, it obvi-
ously impinges upon developmental 
finance.”

New Delhi, Feb. 20 
(IANS): The BJP on 
Tuesday condemned 
the assault on Delhi’s 
Chief Secretary Anshu 
Prakash allegedly by 
AAP legislators and de-
manded Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal’s resig-
nation.

“As far as situation 
in Delhi is concerned, 
it is a situation of great 
worry. The Constitu-
tional crisis that has 
come to the fore today 
in Delhi is because of 
the lawlessness created 
by Arvind Kejriwal and 
his Aam Aadmi Party,” 
said BJP Spokesperson 
Sambit Patra.

He  s a i d  s u c h  a 
Chief Minister had 
no right to stay on 
his post. “The Chief 
Minister has no moral 
responsibility to con-
tinue. He must resign 
at the earliest.”

Patra was reacting 
to the alleged assault 
on Prakash by AAP 
MLAs in a meeting at 
the Chief Minister’s 
residence. The ruling 
AAP denied the allega-
tion even as the IAS 
Association Secretary, 
Manisha Saxena, com-
plained to Lt. Gover-
nor Anil Baijal, claim-

ing that the attack on 
Monday night was 
a “planned criminal 
conspiracy” against 
the top bureaucrat.

Patra claimed that 
the reason behind the 
assault was the release 
of funds for advertise-
ments for the AAP gov-
ernment.

“We have got to 
know through sources 
and media reports that 
genesis of this whole 
anarchy was not be-
cause of any issue of 
public interest rather it 
was an issue of self im-
portance of Kejriwal.

“It was concerning 
advertisement fund 
that was to be released 
by the Chief Secretary. 
Kejriwal insisted that 
more and more funds 
should be released for 
his self advertisement. 
The Chief Secretary 
said that there are cer-
tain norms set by the 
Supreme Court that 
how much money can 
be spent by a govern-
ment on advertise-
ments.

“But he was slapped 
and maltreated. This is 
basic nature of Kejri-
wal who has declared 
himself as a born anar-
chist,” Patra said.

guidelines”.
Saxena, however, re-

fused to name the MLAs 
who attacked the Chief 
Secretary.

The Delhi Government 
Employees Welfare Associ-
ation (DGEWA) demanded 
action against the accused 
AAP MLAs who “manhan-
dled” and “mistreated” the 
top bureaucrat.

DGEWA President D.N. 
Singh said the associa-
tion met the Lt. Governor 
regarding the issue. He 
said members of the group 
would go to offices but 
won’t work till action is 
taken against those who 
assaulted the bureaucrat.

The alleged assault 
triggered a war of words 
between the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) and the op-

position Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP).

BJP MLA Vijender 
Gupta, who is also the 
Leader of Opposition in 
the Delhi Assembly, al-
leged that Kejriwal “in his 
dictatorial style” called the 
Chief Secretary at midnight 
on Monday and “berated” 
him in front of his MLAs. 

Gupta said Kejriwal was 
“drunk on power” and his 
concern was only about 
why more funds were not 
dispersed for advertise-
ments. “Such is the state of 
affairs under AAP.”

“In total, nine AAP 
MLAs were present at the 
CM’s residence when the 
Chief Secretary was as-
saulted. They represent 
people of Delhi but are 
nothing short of urban 

naxalites. How utterly dis-
gusting behaviour,” he said. 

But Delhi government 
spokesperson Nagendar 
Sharma denied the alle-
gation saying the Chief 
Secretary was making false 
accusations at the behest 
of the BJP. 

Sharma said during a 
meeting at Kejriwal’s resi-
dence on the “faulty imple-
mentation” of Aadhaar that 
“deprived about 2.5 lakh 
families of ration”, the Chief 
Secretary refused to answer 
questions saying he was 
not answerable to MLAs or 
the Chief Minister but only 
to the Lt. Governor. 

“He even used bad lan-
guage against some MLAs 
and left without answering 
any questions.

“Moreover, it is false 
information that the meet-
ing and the argument was 
about TV ads. The entire 
discussion was on how 
large number of families 
were not getting ration,” 
Sharma said in a state-
ment.

“Obviously, he (the 
Chief Secretary) is doing 
it at the BJP’s behest. The 
BJP has stooped very low 
in disrupting governance 
in Delhi through the Lt. 
Governor and officers.

“If the Chief Secretary 
can make such wild alle-
gations, one can imagine 
the kind of obstacles that 
are being created in AAP 
government’s work by BJP 
through the officers.”

New Delhi, Feb. 20 (PTI): 
Enraged over the alleged 
assault of the Delhi chief 
secretary, a delegation of 
IAS, DANICS and subor-
dinate services of Delhi 
government today met 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh, who said civil serv-
ants should be allowed 
to work with dignity and 
without fear.

The delegation met 
the home minister a day 
after Delhi chief secre-
tary Anshu Prakash was 
allegedly manhandled by 
a few AAP MLAs at Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal’s residence, which 
the team of bureaucrats 
termed as a “pre-planned 
and pre-meditated” at-
tack.

“I am deeply pained by 
the happenings involving 
the chief secretary of the 
Delhi government. The 
civil servants should be al-
lowed to work with dignity 
and without fear,” Singh 
said in a tweet.

New Delhi, Feb. 20 (IANS): 
Kerala woman Akhila 
Asokan, alias Hadiya who 
is in the midst of a ‘love 
jihad’ controversy, has told 
the Supreme Court that she 
is a Muslim now and wants 
to live with her husband 
Shafin Jahan -- with whom 
her marriage was annulled 
by the Kerala High Court.

In an affidavit before 
the top court, Hadiya said 
after converting to Islam “I 
am a Muslim and I want to 
continue to live as a Mus-
lim”. “I want to continue to 
live as wife of my beloved 
husband Shafin Jahan and 
I embraced Islam and mar-
ried him on my own free 
will.”

Seeking the restoration 
of her liberty as she has 
been under confinement 
and continues to be under 
police surveillance, Hadiya 
urged the court to appoint 

The home minister 
said the home ministry 
has sought a report on 
the incident from the 
Lieutenant Governor of 
Delhi and “justice will be 
done”.

Singh said the delega-
tion of IAS, DANICS and 
subordinate services of 
Delhi government ap-
prised him of the prevailing 
situation.

The delegation, which 
include the chief secre-
tary, conveyed to the home 
minister that the “shock-
ing physical assault meted 

out to the head of the ad-
ministration of Delhi, in 
the form of blows on the 
head, amounting to threat 
to life and physical safety, is 
deplorable and and shock-
ing”, an official privy to the 
meeting said.

Secretary of the IAS As-
sociation, Delhi, Manisha 
Saxena said the chief sec-
retary has been insulted 
and they need action and 
not an apology. “We want a 
case slapped on the MLAs,” 
she said.

“This incident is the 
culmination of a series of 

incidents of officers being 
subjected to verbal abuse 
and intimidation by politi-
cal authorities from time to 
time,” another member of 
the delegation said.

“All these incidents 
tend to lead to impairment 
of the effective functioning 
of the bureaucracy in free 
and impartial manner,” 
he said.

The incident took place 
last night in the presence of 
Kejriwal and Deputy Chief 
Minister Manish Sisodia , a 
senior Delhi government 
official alleged.

Prakash was called by 
Kejriwal regarding the issue 
of advertisements, which 
were not being released, 
the official said.

However, the Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) claimed 
he had been called for a 
discussion on rations.

“The allegation of as-
sault is totally bizarre and 
baseless,” a senior official 
of the chief minister’s of-
fice said.

Jahan as her guardian and 
asked that they be allowed 
to live together as husband 
and wife.

She also sought the 
setting side of the Kerala 
High Court order of May 
24, 2017, annulling her 
marriage. The matter is 
coming up for hearing on 
Thursday.

Claiming that her fa-

ther Asokan K.M. is under 
the influence of “certain 
section” of people, Hadiya 
said that it was these peo-
ple who “played and are 
still playing behind my 
father”.

All those errant person-
nel, both official and non-
official, who subjected or 
caused to subject me to the 
“horrendous torture and 

torments” are liable to be 
brought to justice, she said.

“The baseless and ma-
licious propaganda being 
made by the investigating 
agency and by the evil forc-
es behind my father that 
I am mentally not sound, 
that I have connection with 
the IS and the media trial 
on these allegations would 
detrimentally affect my fu-
ture and career as a doctor, 
causing irreparable heavy 
injuries and loss to me,” 
she said in her affidavit.

The top court had on 
January 23 impleaded 
Hadiya as a party to the 
case being heard by it.

The top court by its 
November 27, 2017 order 
had set Hadiya free from 
the custody of her parents 
and directed that she be 
allowed to complete her 
studies at a Salem home-
opathy college.
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Syrian Civil Defense group carrying a man who was wounded  during airstrikes and shelling by Syrian 
government forces, in Ghouta, a suburb of Damascus, Syria. 

Khaleda Zia

Khaleda Zia challenges five-
year sentence in graft case 

Iran teams find wreckage of plane in Zagros mountains 

‘100 civilians killed’ as Syrian jets bombard rebel enclaveChina wooing Baloch militants to 
secure CPEC projects — Report

‘Black Panther’ will inspire people of all backgrounds: Michelle Obama

Sylvester Stallone, brother denounce death hoax Georgina Chapman ‘not 
a victim’ of Weinstein

Dhaka, Feb. 20 (PTI): 
Former Bangladesh prime 
minister Khaleda Zia today 
challenged the five-year 
prison sentence handed 
out to her in a corruption 
case, claiming that it was 
a political scheme by the 
government to keep her 
out of the general elections 
in December.

The 72-year-old three-
time former prime min-
ister and main opposi-
tion leader was sentenced 
by Dhaka’s Special Court 
on February 8 in connec-
tion with the embezzle-
ment of 21 million taka 
(about USD 250,000) in 
foreign donations meant 
for the Zia Orphanage 
Trust, named after her late 
husband Ziaur Rahman, 
a military ruler-turned-
politician.

The verdict simulta-
neously sentenced Zia’s 
“fugitive” elder son and 

Tehran, Feb. 20 (PTI/AFP): Iranian 
search teams found the wreckage 
today of a plane that went missing 
in the Zagros mountains two days 
earlier with 66 people on board, a 
spokesman said.

Aseman Airlines flight EP3704 
disappeared in the Zagros range on 
Sunday morning, around 45 minutes 
after taking off from Tehran.

After two days of heavy snow and 
fog, the weather finally cleared this 
morning, giving helicopter teams 
much better visibility.

“The Revolutionary Guard’s heli-
copters this morning found the 
wreckage of the plane on Dena 
mountain,” spokesman Ramezan 
Sharif told state broadcaster IRIB.

An IRIB reporter who spoke to 
one of the pilots said he had seen 
“scattered bodies around the plane” 
and that it was located in Noghol vil-
lage, around 4,000 metres up Dena 
mountain.

“Since yesterday the Guard’s 
drones started carefully identifying 
the geographical area where the 
plane had probably crashed and this 
morning two helicopters of the air 
forces were dispatched to the loca-
tion,” Sharif said.

Snowmobiles were deployed ear-
lier on the 4,409-metre peak, where 

more than 100 mountaineers have 
also been aiding the search.

“Last night, a number of people 
stayed on the mountain and through 
coordination with local guides man-
aged to search all crevices,” Mansour 
Shishefuroosh, head of a regional cri-
sis centre, told the ISNA news agency.

Some 500 images taken by drones 
were being analysed overnight, he 
added.

The ATR-72 twin-engine plane, in 
service since 1993, flew early Sunday 
from Mehrabad airport towards the 
city of Yasuj, some 500 kilometres (300 
miles) to the south.

Poor visibility meant some 60 
helicopter sorties on Monday could 
find no trace of the plane.

A team of crash investigators from 
French air safety agency BEA were 
also due to arrive in Iran on Monday, 
but their arrival had not yet been 
confirmed.

The incident has reawakened 
concerns over aviation safety in Iran, 
which has been exacerbated by in-
ternational sanctions over the years.

It was one of only three airlines 
barred over safety concerns -- the 
other 190 being blacklisted due to 
broader concerns over oversight in 
their respective countries.

Iran has complained that sanc-

tions imposed by the United States 
have jeopardised the safety of its air-
lines and made it difficult to maintain 
and modernise ageing fleets.

Aseman was forced to ground 
many of its planes at the height of the 
sanctions due to difficulties in obtain-
ing spares.

In a working paper presented to 
the United Nations International Civil 
Aviation Organization (ICAO) in 2013, 
Iran said US sanctions were blocking 
“the acquisition of parts, services and 
support essential to aviation safety”.

Iran has suffered multiple avia-
tion disasters, most recently in 2014 
when 39 people were killed as a 
Sepahan Airlines plane crashed just 
after take-off from Tehran, narrowly 
avoiding many more deaths when it 
plummeted near a busy market.

Lifting sanctions on aviation pur-
chases was a key clause in the nuclear 
deal that Iran signed with world pow-
ers in 2015.

Following the deal, Aseman Air-
lines finalised an agreement to buy 30 
Boeing 737 MAX jets for USD 3 billion 
(2.4 billion euros) last June, with an 
option to buy 30 more.

The sale could still be scuppered if 
US President Donald Trump chooses 
to reimpose sanctions in the coming 
months, as he has threatened to do

Damascus, Feb. 20 (IANS): 
At least 100 civilians, in-
cluding 20 children, were 
ki l led and hundreds 
wounded as Syrian govern-
ment forces bombarded 
rebel-held Eastern Ghouta 
area outside Damascus, a 
war monitor said.

The Eastern Ghouta is 
the last remaining opposi-
tion-held enclave near the 
capital and is completely 
surrounded by areas under 
government control.

The UK-based Syrian 
Observatory for Human 

Rights (SOHR) said at least 
470 people were injured, 
some critically, in a bar-
rage of airstrikes, rocket 
fire and artillery slammed 
into towns across Eastern 
Ghouta on Monday.

If confirmed, it would 
make Monday one of the 

F
ormer first 
lady of the 
US Michelle 
Obama be-
l i e v e s  t h e 

film “Black Panther” will 
be an inspiration to in-
dividuals from all back-
grounds, and the youth 
will see superheroes that 
look like them.

Michelle appreciated 
and hailed the team of 
“Black Panther”, which is 
among the first films from 
the house of Marvel Studi-
os that predominantly has 
a black cast and also shows 
a number of women of 
substance who work as the 
allies of the protagonist 
T’Challa (Chadwick Bose-
man).

“Congrats to the en-
tire ‘Black Panther’ team. 
Because of you, young 
people will finally see su-

P
opular Hol-
lywood star 
S y l v e s t e r 
Stallone on 
M o n d a y 

slammed social media 
reports of his death while 
his younger brother Frank 
termed those spreading 
the hoax as “mentally de-
ranged”.

“Please ignore the stu-
pidity. Alive and well and 
happy and healthy...Still 
punching!” the 71-year-
old Stallone, the hero of 
the popular “Rambo” and 
“Rocky” series, posted on 
his Twitter handle.

Terming the social me-
dia reports of his brother’s 
death as rumours, Frank, 
67, said: “What kind of 
sick demented cruel mind 
things of things like this to 
post? People like this are 
mentally deranged and 
don’t deserve a place in 
society.”

Sylvester pointed out 
that the images purport-

perheroes that look like 
them on the big screen. 
I loved this movie and I 
know it will inspire people 
of all backgrounds to dig 
deep and find the courage 
to be heroes of their own 
stories,” she tweeted on 
Monday. 

“Black Panther”, which 
released on February 
16, is heading for a $235 
million debut over the 
four-day President’s Day 
weekend at 4,020 North 
American locations, esti-
mates showed on Monday, 
reports variety.com.

Going by its opening 
weekend box office col-
lection (Rs 19.35 crore net) 
in India, the Ryan Coogler 
directorial is also inspiring 
many Indians. 

Set shortly after “Cap-
tain America: Civil War”, 
“Black Panther” shows 
T’Challa returning home 
to the isolated, technolog-
ically-advanced African 
nation of Wakanda to be-
come king. 

During a press confer-
ence held in Seoul, Korea, 
Boseman told media that 
“the idea that T’Challa 
is the leader of a nation 
that is most technologi-
cally advanced on the 
continent of Africa... is an 
intriguing notion to a lot 
of people.”

“Unlike a dictator or 
a president that you see 
now, he (T’Challa) puts 

on a suit to deal with the 
situation. And in reality, 
they would turn into their 
military or sorts. 

That itself is a revo-
lutionary idea and also 
within his country, he is 
dealing with the set tradi-
tions where people are 
isolated from the rest of 
the world... The idea that 
he is breaking those wires 
of isolation... That is revo-
lutionary,” he said.

From a fan’s point of 
view, “Black Panther” has 
a number of scenes and 
frames which give the au-
dience goosebumps due 
to the kind of technology 
that the makers have in-
troduced. 

It is not just the movie 
but the music given by 
Kendrick Lamar that adds 
to the film’s popularity and 
the frenzy caused among 

fans. The album of the 
film, which features songs 
by Lamar, The Weeknd, 
SZA, Khalid and more, also 
debuted at No. 1 on the 
Billboard 200 chart. 

Distributed by Walt 
Disney Studios Motion 
Pictures, it is the 18th film 
in the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe (MCU).

“Black Panther” also 
features Lupita Nyong’o, 
Michael B. Jordan, Daniel 
Kaluuya, Letitia Wright, 
Winston Duke, Angela 
Bassett, Forest Whitaker 
and Andy Serkis.

IANS

ing to show him suffering 
from an illness that made 
him lose his hair were 
likely from a scene he has 
filmed for one of films.

There was a spate of 
social media posts on 
Monday claiming that 
the actor had died of can-
cer.

This is not the first 
time that erronious mes-
sages of Sylvester’s demise 

had flooded social media. 
In 2016, a British media 
news site had claimed 
he was dead, prompting 
him to upload a photo 
of himself with Russian 
boxer Sergey Kovalev on 
Instagram.

Sylvester’s last post on 
social media was made 
on Sunday to promote his 
new film “Creed II”.

IANS

F
ashion Designer 
Georgina Chap-
man says she is 
not a victim of 
her estranged 

husband and producer 
Harvey Weinstein, accord-
ing to her close friend Ker-
en Craig. Craig, with whom 
she co-founded fashion 
brand Marchesa, said that 
the designer doesn’t view 
herself as a “victim” of the 
producer, and is instead 
just trying to move on with 
her life away from him.

=“She doesn’t see her-
self as a victim. She’s just 
trying to get on with her life. 
You’ve got to realise George 
is such a strong woman. 
Don’t get me wrong, it’s a 
very hard time, but she’s 
quite inspirational,” Craig 
told Grazia magazine. 

Craig also said she and 
Chapman are in the proc-
ess of discussing the best 

way for the fashion brand 
to support the #MeToo 
and Time’s Up movements 
which have risen from the 
allegations against Wein-
stein and other Hollywood 
executives. Chapman an-
nounced her decision to 
divorce Weinstein within 
days of the New York Times 
article in which several 
of his alleged victims first 
came forward, and Keren 
was stunned by how “in-
credibly strong” her fash-
ion friend was.

Asked if she’d ever had 
an inkling about Wein-
stein’s alleged behaviour, 
Craig said: “Absolutely not. 
No it was a total shock. It 
was upsetting and my heart 
was broken for George.She 
threw herself in to work, 
she threw herself into pro-
tecting her kids. Marchesa 
is her life, it is her passion.”

IANS

Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP’s) senior vice 
president Tarique Rahman 
as he was tried in absentia. 
Rahman and four others 
have been sentenced to 10 
years in prison.

Legal experts said the 
verdict may jeopardise 
her career as she may be 

disqualified from contest-
ing polls, including the 
general elections slated for 
December.

A day after receiving a 
copy of the trial court’s ver-
dict, her counsels filed an 
appeal in the High Court 
challenging the verdict.

The 1,223-page dossi-

er, which mentions Abdur 
Rezak Khan as the filing 
lawyer, cited 44 reasons for 
the acquittal of the three-
time prime minister from 
the charges.

The BNP argued that 
the case is a political 
scheme to keep its party 
chief out of the national 
elections.

“As soon as the court 
schedules the hearing, we 
will file a bail petition,” 
Sagir Hossain, one of the 
defence counsels, told the 
media.

The corruption case 
is one of dozens pending 
against Zia, who has been 
a rival of Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina for dec-
ades. 

The charges against 
her had already led to 
her boycotting polls in 
2014, which triggered 
widespread protests at 
the time.

Islamabad, Feb. 20 (IANS): 
China has been wooing 
Baloch militants by quietly 
holding talks with them 
for over five years in an at-
tempt to protect the $60 bil-
lion infrastructure projects 
it is financing as part of the 
China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC), accord-
ing to a media report.

Pakistan’s daily Dawn 
on Tuesday cited a report 
by the Financial Times as 
saying that three people 
with knowledge of the talks 
told the Times that Beijing 
had been in direct con-
tact with militants in Ba-
lochistan, where many of 
the CPEC-related schemes 
were located.

“The Chinese have qui-
etly made a lot of progress,” 
one Pakistani official said. 
“Even though separatists 
occasionally try to carry 
out the odd attack, they 

are not making a forceful 
push.”

The CPEC links China’s 
Kashgar in Xinjiang prov-
ince with Pakistan’s Gwa-
dar port in Balochistan 
through a network of roads, 
railways and highways.

India strongly objects 
to the route of the corri-
dor, which goes through 
Pakistan-administered 
Kashmir. The Times re-
ported that the Pakistani 
officials welcomed the talks 
between Baloch rebels and 
Chinese envoys, even with-
out knowing what all had 
been discussed.

“Ultimately, if there’s 
peace in Balochistan, that 
will benefit both of us,” said 
one official in Islamabad.

Another said that the 
recent decision by the US 
to suspend security assist-
ance to Pakistan had con-
vinced many in Islamabad 

that China was “a more 
genuine partner”.

“(The Chinese) are 
here to stay and help Pa-
kistan, unlike the Ameri-
cans, who cannot be trust-
ed,” the official said.

Chinese officials did 
not comment on the talks, 
though the Chinese am-
bassador to Islamabad said 
in a recent interview with 
the BBC that militants in 
Balochistan were no longer 
a threat to the economic 
corridor. One provincial 
tribal leader said many 
young men had been per-
suaded to lay down their 
weapons by the promise of 
financial benefits.

“Today, young men are 
not getting attracted to join 
the insurgents as they did 
some 10 years ago,” he said. 

“Many people see pros-
perity” as a result of the 
CPEC, he added.

deadliest days for the dis-
trict since it came under 
siege in 2013 by the govern-
ment of Bashar al-Assad 
and subjected to devastat-
ing chemical attacks, the 
BBC reported.

“We are standing be-
fore the massacre of the 
21st century,” said a doc-
tor. “If the massacre of the 
1990s was Srebrenica, and 
the massacres of the 1980s 
were Halabja and Sabra 
and Chatila, then Eastern 
Ghouta is the massacre of 
this century right now.” 

He added: “A little while 
ago a child came to me 
who was blue in the face 
and barely breathing, his 
mouth filled with sand... I 
don’t think they had what 
we do in any of the medi-
cal textbooks. A wounded 
child breathing with lungs 
of sand.

“It’s not a war. It’s called 
a massacre,” the doctor 
told the Guardian daily.

“The situation in East-
ern Ghouta is akin to the 
day of judgment,” said 
Mounir Mustafa, the dep-
uty director of the White 
Helmets, the volunteer 
group that rescues people 
from under the rubble of 
bombed buildings.

Urging a halt to the 
bombardment, a UN of-
ficial said the situation was 
spiralling out of control. 

The attacks on the East-
ern Ghouta area since Sun-
day have hit not only civil-
ians but also their means of 
survival, targeting bakeries 
and warehouses.

“It is a humanitarian 
catastrophe in every sense 
of the word. The mass kill-
ing of people who do not 
have the most basic tenets 
of life,” said an official at 
the Union of Medical and 
Relief Organisations, which 
runs dozens of hospitals in 
areas controlled by the op-
position in Syria.
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1740        SUD0KU 1580
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1738

ACROSS
1. Moving about
6. Portrays on stage
10. Offhand ease
14. Hot luminous mass of burning 

gases
15. Disinclined
16. Indonesian for “Taste”
17. Inclined planes
18. Inactive
19. “In the same place” (footnotes)
20. Functions effectively
22. Crippling or hobbling
24. Actor Ken ____
25. Feathers
26. Costumed merrymaker
29. Ship
30. At the pinnacle
31. Diocese
37. Painted wooden image of a saint
39. Black tropical cuckoo
40. Exchanges for money
41. One-tenth of 1 percent
44. Cleansing agent
45. 50s brother singing group
46. Blood vessel
48. Hardy, coarse-haired Asian sheep
52. Always
53. Toilet
54. People-lifting device
58. Place to buy prepared 

sandwiches
59. Variant of the Roman name 

meaning “Rival”
61. Visual depiction
62. Singles
63. Actress ____ Spelling
64. Covered the inner surface

65. Marquis de ____
66. Observes
67. Beings 
DOWN
1. As a prefix, pertaining to Africa
2. Smack
3. Not wild
4. Extemporaneous
5. Selling again
6. Extraterrestrial
7. Certain north Atlantic fishes
8. Transistor-Transistor Logic
9. Thin varnish
10. Fairy tale brothers
11. Lip-like structures
12. Danish for “Flounder” 

13. Emblem
21. Rubber wheel
23. Cars
25. Postulate
26. Sail support
27. South west state
28. As a prefix, indicates single 

or alone
29. Ties together
32. Flat, thin, rectangular piece
33. Highly-seasoned smoked cuts 

of beef
34. Member of the lily family
35. Rip
36. Glimpse

38. Japanese city 
42. Charms against evil
43. Possess
47. Use abusive language
48. Greek for “Glory” or “Fame”
49. Sports venue
50. Angered
51. Annual, aromatic 

Mediterranean herb
52. “Psychology of Sex” author 

Havelock _____
54. Ireland
55. Darkens in the sun
56. S-shaped curve in molding
57. Communists (slang)
60. One of the Stooges

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1579

New Delhi, Feb. 20 (PTI): Englishman 
Stephen Constantine today said he has 
accepted the contract extension offered 
to him by the All India Football Federation 
(AIFF), which will make him the longest 
serving national coach in the history of the 
sport here.

Under Constantine’s tutelage, India 
qualified for the 2019 AFC Asian Cup after 
crushing Macau 4-1 last October, which 
stretched their unbeaten record to 12 
matches. It became 13 when they played 
out a 2-2 draw with Myanmar the follow-
ing month.

“After accepting my second contract 
extension with the All India Football Fed-
eration, I will have the longest tenure of any 
foreign coach in Indian history, with a total 
of seven years (2002 - 2005; 2015 - 2019),” 
Constantine said.

Constantine, however, did not state 
whether he has been given the salary hike 
that he had demanded.

India were struggling at 173 in the FIFA 
rankings when Constantine took charge. 
What followed was a dream run as India 
broke into the top 100 for the first time in 

The Indian players celebrate after winning the 1st T20I cricket match against South Africa  in Johannesburg, 
South Africa on Sat. Feb. 18.

AP/PTI

India aim to seal the deal 
in 2nd T20I against S. Africa

Muguruza would like to 
return to the top of the world

India’s football coach Constantine 
accepts contract extension

Over 300mn watched PyeongChang opening ceremony on TV — IOC

Man United believe they can lift Champions League, says Young

Centurion, Feb. 20 (IANS): 
After a comprehensive 
victory in the first Twen-
ty20 International, India 
will aim to seal the three-
match series when they 
take on South Africa in 
the second match here at 
the SuperSport Park on 
Wednesday.

In the first game, a 
brilliant all-round show 
helped visitors beat hosts 
South Africa by 28 runs at 
the New Wanderers Stadi-
um. Put in to bat, Shikhar 
Dhawan (72) hammered 
the South African bowl-
ers all around the park 
and helped India post a 
massive 203/5 before pac-
er Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
(5/24) wreaked havoc in 
the South African batting 
line-up to take a crucial 
1-0 lead.

The Virat Kohli-led In-
dia will hope to repeat 
the performance but with 
middle-order batsmen 
also playing their part this 
time. In the last match, 
Manish Pandey, Mahen-
dra Singh Dhoni and Har-
dik Pandya failed to pro-
vide the expected final 
flourish. Pandey struggled 
to score big, scoring 29 
not out in 27 deliveries. It 
will be interesting to see 
whether the Karnataka 
right-hander gets another 
chance.

Bolstered by terrific 
spell by Bhuvneshwar Ku-
mar, who was adjudged 

the Man of the Match, 
India will hope to create 
havoc once again to seal 
the issue.

In the batting depart-
ment, alongside skipper 
Kohli, batsmen Rohit 
Sharma, Dhawan, Dhoni 
and Pandya will look to 
make the most of their 
capabilities this time also. 

Batsman Suresh Raina, 
who made a comeback in 

the T20Is will act as an vital 
cog in the middle-order 
and will look to prove his 
mettle after his seven balls 
15 runs in the first match. 

The bowling depart-
ment, which looked lethal 
with wrist-spinning duo 
Yuzvendra Chahal and 
Kuldeep Yadav, will try to 
make a mark in the short-
est format. 

Pacers Jasprit Bumrah 

and Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
will only add depth to the 
formidable Indian bowl-
ing line-up. 

However, the Proteas, 
led by Jean-Pau Duminy, 
in the absence of Faf du 
Plessis, will look to hit 
back at India in the second 
game, especially after a 1-5 
thrashing in the One-Day 
Internationals (ODIs).

Reeza Hendricks was 

PyeongChang, Feb. 20 (IANS): 
More than 300 million people 
worldwide are estimated to have 
watched the opening ceremo-
ny of the PyeongChang Winter 
Olympics on television, a senior 
International Olympic Commit-
tee (IOC) official said on Tuesday.

“For the opening ceremony, 
we estimate that there will be 
over 300 million viewers who have 
watched some parts of the open-
ing ceremony,” Timo Lumme, 

managing director of IOC’s tele-
vision and marketing services, 
said at a press conference at the 
Olympic Main Press Centre in Py-
eongChang, reports Yonhap.

The February 9 opening cer-
emony received praise around 
the world. Despite a relatively 
tight budget of 66.8 billion won 
($62.5 million), the opening event 
impressed viewers and the media, 
with high-tech set productions 
using hundreds of drones, figure 

skating star Kim Yu-na’s dramatic 
lighting of the torch and the his-
toric joint march by athletes of the 
two Koreas.

Lumme added that networks 
in South Korea, China and Japan 
carrying the Games have seen 
consistent increases in viewer-
ship. He noted that 10 million 
people in South Korea watched 
the opening ceremony.

The IOC officials pointed out 
that speed skating events have 

achieved the highest viewership 
in South Korea and China among 
all competitions, while figure 
skating events have been the 
most popular for the Japanese 
audience.

In the United States, NBC’s 
prime time Olympics coverage 
has exceeded the ratings of all ma-
jor competitor networks, Lumme 
said, noting that NBC’s viewership 
was often double the combined 
audience of its competitors.

Manchester, Feb. 20 
(Reuters): Winning the 
Champions League this 
season is not beyond Man-
chester United but the 
Premier League club must 
take it one game at a time, 
wing-back Ashley Young 
has said.

Un i t e d  h a ve  p ro -
gressed to the Champions 
League knockout stages 
for the first time since the 
2013-14 campaign but 
Manchester City, Spain’s 
Barcelona and Real Ma-
drid along with Paris St 
Germain are considered 
favourites for the title.

United, who won the 
Europa League last season, 
make a trip to Sevilla in the 
first leg of their last-16 tie 
on Wednesday and Eng-

Dubai, Feb. 20 (AFP):  After holding the 
number one ranking for a month last 
autumn, Dubai Championships second 
seed Garbine Muguruza remains keen 
for another taste of life at the top of the 
WTA.

"It is important," the Spaniard said 
on Tuesday at the Aviation Club. "I al-
ways have it in my mind, to be able to 
fight for that.

"It was a great feeling to be there 
(number one), even though it's tough. I 
know it's the hardest one, but I'm going 
to be there, try to."

The world number three arrived in 
the emirate after playing the weekend 
Doha final against Petra Kvitova prior to 
the Czech's Dubai pullout due to fatigue 
after winning 13 straight matches and 
two titles.

Wimbledon winner Muguruza said 
that after reaching the WTA summit, her 
intensity to play for ranking may have 
tapered off - but she keeps the goal at the 
top of her tennis agenda.

The WTA top ranking was a revolving 
door in 2017, with five women holding 
the spot during the season.

"When you're number one, you feel 
like every tournament you play, you 
kind of almost have to win it. You have 
to always maintain a super-high level for 
everyone you play because everybody's 
playing super-relaxed, with nothing to 
lose.

"You feel a lot of pressure, there are a 
lot of things to control."

The 24-year-old added: "You realise 
a lot of things when you're there. You're 
like, 'I'm here, I can't go more up, all I can 
do is go down. There's all these girls that 
want my spot, I have to defend it. You 
have this, like, alarm all the time.'"

Muguruza, seeded to meet holder 
Elina Svitolina in the final, said she is less 
stressed by her ranking now that she's 
been to the top and back.

"I'm trying to be a little bit less (in-
tense). Now (today's) type of game and 
players, it's going to be a lot of move-
ment. I don't want to be thinking every 
tournament what are the options for this 
and for that.

"Because I was already number one 
last year, it's less dramatic. I always know 
there's a chance. That's fine for me."

the only one who defied 
the Indian bowling in the 
first innings. But middle-
order batsman David 
Miller and Chris Morris, 
who failed to click in the 
first match, have to pull 
up their socks this time to 
support the lower order 
which failed drastically. 
Expectations will be high 
on Heinrich Klaasen and 
Farhaan Behardien.

The bowling depart-
ment, featuring Andile 
Phehlukwayo, Dane Pat-
erson, Morris along with 
chinaman Tabraiz Shamsi 
will have to come up with 
something special in order 
to get rid of the flamboy-
ant Indian batsmen.
Squads: 
India: Virat Kohli (cap-
tain), Rohit Sharma, Shi-
khar Dhawan, Lokesh 
Rahul, Suresh Raina, Ma-
hendra Singh Dhoni (wk), 
Dinesh Karthik, Hardik 
Pandya, Manish Pandey, 
Axar Patel, Yuzvendra Cha-
hal, Kuldeep Yadav, Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar, Jasprit 
Bumrah, Jaydev Unadkat, 
Shardul Thakur. 
South Africa: Jean-Paul 
Duminy (captain), Far-
haan Behardien, Junior 
Dala, AB de Villiers, Ree-
za Hendricks, Christiaan 
Jonker, Heinrich Klaasen 
(wk), David Miller, Chris 
Morris, Dane Paterson, 
Aaron Phangiso, Andile 
Phehlukwayo, Tabraiz 
Shamsi, Jon-Jon Smuts.

Garbine Muguruza lost to Petra 
Kvitova in Doha but is stretching 
to be number one again

21 years.
“I am of course immensely proud 

of that, and of our accomplishments in 
both stints. This time round, qualifying 
for the Asian Cup in 2019, winning the 
SAFF, and taking India to its highest 
ranking in modern history, 96 are all 
great achievements.

“I really could not have done this 
without the support of the AIFF, my staff 
and, of course, the players.”

Constantine’s contract is due to ex-
pire next month. The 55-year-old Briton 
spoke about the challenging fixtures 
lined up for the team in the upcoming 
year.

“We have - as usual - a very hectic 
and busy schedule, starting with our 
last qualifier of the Asian Cup, away to 
Kyrgyzstan on March 27th.

“We have the Asian Cup Finals from 
January 5th to February 1st 2019. Na-
tional team camps will be as per the FIFA 
guidelines where applicable. There will 
then be a break in the ISL season so we 
can have a few more weeks to prepare for 
the Asian Cup in January.”

AIFF’s technical committee, led by 
former India player Shyam Thapa, had 
recommended a contract extension.

Constantine further said, “... You 
have a rough guide to what is coming 
up for us this year, a lot of football to be 
played and remembering the need for 
all the clubs to prepare and get ready for 
their own seasons.”

Another Englishman, Bob Houghton 
(2006-11), had served six years as head 
coach of the Indian team.

land international Young 
believes they can prove 
their doubters wrong.

”Of course (we can win 
the Champions League),“ 
Young told the British 
media. ”You don’t enter 
a competition not to win 
it. That’s what we will be 

looking to do and take 
each game as it comes.

“ T h e  n e x t  o n e  i s 
against Sevilla. That’s a 
tough away game like 
Huddersfield, like New-
castle away. That’s what 
the stadium is like. We just 
have to concentrate on 

ourselves.”
After a shock league 

d e f e a t  t o  Ne wc a s t l e 
United this month, Jose 
Mourinho’s side received 
a confidence boost with a 
2-0 win over Huddersfield 
Town in the FA Cup on 
Saturday.

Striker Romelu Lukaku 
scored both goals for Unit-
ed with Juan Mata and 
Alexis Sanchez bagging an 
assist each.

“When you have a 
striker scoring goals, it’s 
always important. His (Lu-
kaku) hold-up play, his all-
round game was fantastic 
at Huddersfield, and he’s 
done that all throughout 
the season,” Young said.

”He’s getting goals. 
When you’ve got someone 

who can hold up the ball 
like he can and get in the 
box it’s fantastic.

“And you can see the 
combinations between 
them. Alexis comes inside 
and Rom’s seen him and 
picked him up as well and 
they’re picking each other 
out and they have worked 
well together so far.”

United, who are sec-
ond in the league, host 
fourth-placed Chelsea in 
a crunch fixture on Sunday 
but Young said United’s 
focus was on their trip to 
Spain.

“We can’t look too far 
ahead. Obviously we know 
we have got Chelsea com-
ing up. Sevilla is the next 
game and that’s where our 
thoughts are,” Young said.
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Referee Anthony Taylor (CR) gives a red card to Manchester City’s English midfielder Fabian Delph (2L) during the English FA Cup fifth round 
football match between Wigan Athletic and Manchester City at the DW Stadium in Wigan, northwest England, on Feb. 19.
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Ten-man Man City sunk by 
third-tier Wigan in Cup shock

Russian curler's B-sample 
tests positive for meldonium

Seven ISL reserve teams among 
eighteen in Second Division LeagueLondon, Feb. 20 (Reuters): 

Manchester City were sen-
sationally knocked out of 
the FA Cup on Monday by 
third-tier Wigan Athletic 
who beat the 10-man Pre-
mier League leaders 1-0 
in a stunning fifth round 
upset with a late goal by 
their talisman Will Grigg.

On a magical night 
in the world’s oldest cup 
competition, Grigg se-
cured one of the biggest 
shocks by slotting the ball 
home from the edge of the 
box in the 79th minute af-
ter a misjudgement by City 
substitute Kyle Walker.

Chants of ‘Will Grigg’s 
on Fire’ echoed around the 
DW Stadium.

The visitors had played 
the entire second half with 
10 men after midfielder 
Fabian Delph was sent off 

in the 45th minute for a 
sliding challenge on Max 
Power.

The defeat was City’s 
third of the season, and 
ended their hopes of an 
unprecedented quadruple 
of trophies 
t h i s  c a m -
paign.

M a n -
a g e r  P e p 
Guardiola 
said his ex-
pensively-assembled side 
had done everything they 
could but paid the price 
for one mistake.

“That kind of game is 
like a final and always the 
teams can punish you,” he 
told the BBC.

“OK. So accept the de-
feat. Congratulations to 
Wigan,” added the Span-
iard, whose side enjoyed 

82 percent of possession 
in the second half.
Stirring memories
Wigan will host anoth-
er Premier League team 
Southampton in next 
month’s quarter-finals 

having now 
beaten three 
t o p - f l i g h t 
sides in their 
fairytale Cup 
run.

”It feels 
great, doesn’t it,“ said their 
manager Paul Cook. ”It’s 
such a severe test, they’re 
such a strong side... to-
night we had to ride our 
luck at times.

“But that’s what makes 
the FA Cup so special.”

On a night of stirring 
memories for the home 
fans, whose unfancied 
side beat City in the 2013 

FA Cup final and also in 
the quarter-finals a year 
later, there was always 
electricity and the hint of 
a shock in the air.

That only increased 
when referee Anthony 
Taylor, a yellow card al-
ready in his hand, reached 
for the red.

Delph looked stunned, 
his angry team mates 
swarming around the 
official, while Guardiola 
seethed on the touchline.

The Spaniard, already 
frustrated by his side’s fail-
ure to break through the 
hosts’ sturdy defence, had 
to be kept apart from Cook 
as they headed down the 
tunnel at the break.

There were also some 
ugly scenes after the fi-
nal whistle, with missiles 
thrown and fans hurling 

PyeongChang, Feb. 20 (IANS): The 
B-sample of Russian curler Alexander 
Krushelnitsky has tested positive for mel-
donium, a spokesman for the Olympic 
Athletes from Russia team Konstantin 
Vybornov said on Tuesday.
The sample was opened and tested 
on Monday. "The sample tested 
positive for meldonium, confirm-
ing the presence of the banned 
substance in his body," Vybor-
nov said, reports Tass news 
agency.

The Russian Olympic Committee 
will launch a thorough investigation into 
all circumstances of the incident, which 
will be conducted in the framework of 
Russia's criminal code to "establish all 
details".

Krushelnitsky and his wife Anastasia 
Bryzgalova won bronze in mixed doubles 
curling in PyeongChang.

The delegation of the team of Olym-
pic Athletes from Russia (OAR) denies 
that Krushelnitsky could have been tak-
ing meldonium knowingly or systemati-

cally, Vybornov said in a statement.
"The samples taken from Alexan-

der Krushelnitsky prior to the Olympic 
Games, on January 22, as well as the 
preceding samples, tested negative. Thus, 

the fact of a conscious or systematic 
use of the banned substance is not 
confirmed," says the statement.

Meanwhile, the Court of Arbitra-
tion for Sport (CAS)'s hearing on 
the case has been tentatively 
scheduled for Thursday, Rus-

sian Curling Federation President 
Dmitry Svishchev said.

"Today, practically all members of the 
Russian Curling Federation are flying to 
PyeongChang to attend the CAS session, 
which is tentatively scheduled for Thurs-
day," Svishchev said, 

"I do not rule out, however, that it 
could be held tomorrow, so we want to fly 
to PyeongChang in advance. Team leader 
Tatiana Kharchenko and I are flying (to 
South Korea), while all the rest are waiting 
for us there. We cannot leave these guys 
all alone in this situation."

N e w  D e l h i ,  Fe b.  2 0 
(IANS): Eighteen teams 
comprising seven In-
dian Super League (ISL) 
clubs'  reser ve teams 
(Except ATK, Northeast 
United FC, Mumbai City 
FC) will compete in the 
preliminary round of the 
Second Division League 
starting from March 16, 
the All India Football 
Federation (AIFF) said in 
a statement.

The 18 teams will 
be divided into three 
groups. The preliminary 
round which will kick-off 
on March 16, will contin-
ue until May 15. Teams 
will play on a home and 
away basis within the 
group.

The winners of each 

g ro u p  p l u s  t h e  b e s t 
second-placed team 
would qualify for the 
final round. However, 
if reserve teams of ISL 
clubs finish as winners 
or runners-up in any 
group, the position will 
be passed on to the next 
non-ISL team.

Four teams will play 
at the central venue on 
a ‘single-leg' league sys-
tem which will run from 
May 21 to May 27 at the 
end which the winners 
would be promoted to 
the next tier of Indian 
football. Each club can 
register maximum three 
foreign players for the 
Second division league 
out of which one player 
has to be a national of 

an AFC Member Asso-
ciation.

The Groups of the 
preliminary round are as 
mentioned below:

Group A: Real Kash-
mir, Lonestar Kashmir, 
Delhi Dynamos FC (re-
serves), Hindustan FC, 
Delhi United, FC Pune 
City (reserves)

Group B:  Madhya 
Bharat SC, FC Goa (re-
serves), Kerala Blasters 
(reserves), Ozone FA, 
Fateh Hyderabad AFC, 
FC Kerala

Group C: TRAU FC, 
Langsning FC, Moham-
medan Sporting, JSW 
Bengaluru FC (reserves), 
Ja m s h e d p u r  F C  ( re -
serves), Chennaiyin FC 
(reserves)

advertising boards onto 
the pitch.

Media reports said 
City’s Argentine striker 
Sergio Aguero was also 
goaded by a Wigan fan 
and had to be escorted to 
safety.

“There’s no problems,” 
said Wigan’s Cook of his 
half-time exchange with 
Guardiola.

“He’s an outstanding 
manager. We hope he 
goes on and wins Cham-
pions Leagues and Pre-
mier Leagues because 
they deserve that.”
Guardiola reacts
Guardiola reacted to the 
setback of going down to 
10 men by bringing on 
versatile right back Kyle 
Walker for winger Leroy 
Sane at the start of the 
second half.

He then introduced 
midfielder Kevin De 
Bruyne in place of Da-
vid Silva in the 65th, with 
the Belgian immediately 
piling the pressure on 
Wigan’s defence.

But still City, 16 points 
clear at the top of the Pre-
mier League, heading for 
the last eight of the Cham-
pions League and look-
ing forward to Sunday’s 
League Cup final against 
Arsenal, failed to find a 
way through.

Walker then let the ball 
run past him without real-
ising Grigg was lurking to 
seize the chance to finish 
with a flourish.

“I‘m scoring every 
week now so it’s nice and 
easy,” joked the North-
ern Ireland international, 
now the competition’s top 
scorer with seven goals.

“The FA Cup has been 
brilliant to me.”


