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Kohima, Feb. 19 (PTI): Union Min-
ister of State for Home Affairs, Kiren 
Rijiju today rubbished opponents 
charge of BJP being "anti-Christian" 
in the state and said party was clear 
that interest of the majority Chris-
tian people have to be protected at 
all cost.

Addressing an election rally in 
poll-bound Nagaland, Rijiju hit at 
the rivals stating that since they have 
nothing to say against BJP they are 
saying we are "anti-Christian."

The allegations that the BJP party 
supports anti-Christian activities are 
completely baseless because BJP has 
been fighting to protect the interest 
of Christians in the state and also 
national level, Rijiju said while ad-
dressing a election campaign rally 
for BJP candidate under 17-Chizami 
A/C, Kevechutso Doulo at Chizami 
Town in Phek district today.

Our opponents have nothing to 
say about us as we have tackled cor-
ruption and other issues successfully 
unlike preceding governments, so 
they are now saying that we are anti 
Christian, he said.

BJP is contesting February 27 
elections in Nagaland in alliance with 
NDPP (Nationalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party) of Neiphiu Rio.

According to BJP Nagaland Media 
cell release, Rijiju, who is also the 
election in charge of North East re-
gion for BJP, said Our religion is very 
sacred, religion is above politics, reli-
gion is above everything and hence 
this has to be clearly understood.

The Union Minister promised 

that If during our reign, any church 
and Christians in the state are perse-
cuted, I will leave politics.

He asserted the constituency peo-
ple that if the BJP is elected to power, 
then he will make sure that the con-
stituency will get better roads, proper 
medical and telecom facilities.

Recognising the uniqueness of 
the Naga history, Rijiju categorically 
stated that this election will shape 
the future of Nagaland because BJP is 
very aware of the Naga political issue.

The BJP central government un-
der the leadership of former Prime 
Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee was the 
first national leader to acknowledge 
the Naga struggle that has been brew-
ing for many decades, even prior to 
India s independence.

This election will lead to long 
term solution for which all political 
parties want to ally with the BJP to 
solve the problem, he said.

Prior to this election, the BJP was 
never an important stakeholder of 
the Nagaland government but with 
things looking up and with the BJP-
NDPP sure to lead the government in 
the state, the party will take this issue 
very seriously, he said.

Prime Minster Narendra Modi is 
very clear about the Naga struggle 
and has personally assured that it 
will be the BJP s moral duty to solve 
this problem during this tenure, he 
added. During the day, the Union 
Minister also attended BJP election 
rally at 60-Pungro-Kiphire A/C and 
59-Seyochung-Sitimi A/C, the BJP 
Nagaland Media cell added.

Dimapur, Feb. 19 (EMN): Terming his 
recent ‘vitriolic utterances’ about the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) a ‘classic 
example of political dementia,’ the 
Nagaland unit of the BJP on Mon. 
reminded the president of the Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) Dr. Shürhozelie 
Liezietsu that the two parties' decades-
old alliance goes way back to the Janata 
Party government in 1977.  

“It is indeed upsetting and painful 
to see tall and respected regional po-
litical leaders stooping so low as to go 
back on their own words just to score 

some brownie points during election 
time. And all through the years begin-
ning with the 2003 pre-poll alliance 
between the NPF and BJP,  which was 
repeated in the 2013 assembly election 
till last Christmas, the NPF president 
who happily wielded his authority on 
the strength of the NPF-BJP alliance 
had not a word of complaint against 
the BJP,” a BJP statement read. 

However, the NPF chief has ‘grown 
myopic, forgetful and green with envy’ 
after the BJP forged alliance with the 
Nationalist Democratic Progressive 

Party (NDPP), it stated. “BJP existed 
in Nagaland and contested in Wokha 
and Mon districts in 1987. Why rake 
up the issue just now and not during 
those years? Is it because of the new 
alliance?” it wondered. 

On Liezietsu’s repeated call to 
‘protect the Christian faith, culture 
and identity at any cost,’ the BJP stated 
that ‘no court has found BJP workers 
involved in working against the Chris-
tian faith.’  It stated that the BJP was 
‘equally committed to protecting Naga 
Christian faith, culture and identity.’

Our Correspondent
Ungma, Feb. 19 (EMN): Former 
chief minister of Nagaland 
Neiphiu Rio on Mon. has said 
that after he left for Delhi (on 
being elected as member of the 
Lok Sabha) there was a struggle 
for power among Naga People 
Front (NPF) leaders without any 
care for the party or the people of 
the state.

Rio, who was addressing a 
public rally at Ungma in Mokok-
chung district, asserted that the 
leaders were interested only in 
being chief minister or to bag 
ministerial berths rather than 
maintain the integrity of the party.  

“The tenure witnessed change 
of guard of four chief ministers; 
they lied to one another and be-
trayed each other; to sit on the CM 
chair they indulged in many cor-
ruptions and lastly without realis-
ing their mistakes they blamed me 
for creating upheaval in the party 
and I was suspended,” Rio said.

The NPF, he said, could not 
run a smooth and stable govern-

ment because they had lost their 
leadership creditability and the 
frequent disputes among them 
had fragmented the party.

Maintaining that the NPF 
leaders were 'visionless, direc-
tionless' and had 'no love for the 
people,' Rio said that funds meant 
for villages did not reach the vil-
lagers; teachers and students agi-
tated to demand their salary and 
scholarships; and road conditions 
became terrible.

According to him, the NPF’s 
'wrong' decision to conduct the 
municipal elections created tur-
moil across the state, resulting in 
the loss of two precious lives and 
destruction of public property. In 
this connection, he said that the 
loss of confidence in the NPF led 
to the floating a new party and for-
mation of an alliance with the BJP.

Further, Rio reacted sharply 
to Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu’s 
statement that the NDPP was 
not a recognized party but 'only 
registered.'

More on Page 5

Dimapur, Feb. 19 (EMN): The president of the 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) Dr. Shürhozelie Liezi-
etsu on Mon. said that the NPF will on its own 
form the next government. He was addressing 
an election rally of the party's Zunheboto divi-
sion.   According to a press release from the party, 
Liezietsu told the voters to choose between 
“preserving our identity and money.” He said 
that the people should not allow the power of 
money and ‘false promises’ to overpower faith 
and identity. He said that during the elections 
‘money will attack the Naga voters’ even as the 
Nagaland Baptist Church Council is promoting 
clean election.“In Nagaland the churches have 
seen the dangers posed by fringe elements to the 
Naga society and are taking remedial measures 
to counter these dangers,” he was quoted as 
having said. 

Further, Liezietsu said that the NPF belonged 
to every Naga, and asked them to choose the 
party instead of ‘someone else’s party.’ The NPF’s 
jurisdiction is confined only to the Naga areas, 
he said.   NPF candidates from Zunheboto divi-
sion Picto, Khekaho, Hukiye, Hukavi and Zheito 
also spoke during the occasion and expressed 
hope that the NPF would secure victory in the 
district, it informed. 

Rijiju rubbishes 
opponents charge of BJP 
being ‘anti-Christian'

Liezietsu suffering from political dementia – BJP 

NPF blamed me for 
their mistakes – Rio 

Choice is between 
identity and money, 
says Liezietsu 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 22° 07°

Agartala 28° 13°

Gangtok 22° 06°

Guwahati 27° 12°
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Delhi 25° 12°

Kolkata 30° 14°

Chennai 32° 20°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 27° 14°
DIMAPUR 19° 08°
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There are many ways  
of going forward, 

but only one way of 
standing still.

~ Franklin D. Roosevelt
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We've devised this in order to 
get certain statistics for the 
centre as well as the state.

~ Arien
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Kohima stakeholders 
push for ‘clean’ election 

Candidates list it out at Kohima Town Hall 

ABAM to rally for ‘clean’ elections 
To campaign for ‘clean’ elections—the forthcoming elections 
to the 13th Nagaland Legislative Assembly—scheduled for 
Feb. 27, the Ao Baptist Church Association will be organizing a 
rally in Mokokchung district on Feb. 20. The assistant election 
officer of Mokokchung, Alila Chang has requested all returning 
officers in the district to cooperate and assist the event in their 
respective jurisdiction to ensure peaceful rallies and to prevent 
‘misunderstanding.’ 

NNC/FGN convenes joint meeting 
The Naga National Council (NNC) and the Federal Government of 
Nagaland (FGN) has convened a joint meeting to be conducted 
on Feb. 26 at 10 am at the Transit Peace Camp at the TPC 
in Kohima. The meeting has been called to deliberate over 
‘international objectives.’ The ‘central and regional authorities’ 
and ‘Naga army’  functionaries of the NNC/FGN have been 
requested to attend the meeting. This was informed by FGN 
secretary Thihü Khamo. 

DoSE invites teachers to school 
counselling course
The directorate of School Education has invited in-service 
graduate teachers willing to undergo six months of regular 
diploma course in school counselling at the SCERT. Interested 
teachers have been asked to submit an application enclosed 
with relevant documents; no objection certificates from their 
respective VEC / SMC / principal / headmaster on or before 
Mar. 5 to the directorate in Kohima through the district 
education officer or sub-divisional education officer in concern. 
Applications shall not be accepted after the last date of 
submission, the notification stated.

NEWS IN BRIEF

CORRECTION
‘NDPP takes poll campaign to Zunheboto; assures 
people new direction’ Eastern Mirror, Feb. 19 edition

The first paragraph to the page-3 anchor: “The Na-
tionalist Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP) con-
ducted a rally on Sun. at Zunheboto public ground 
as part of the party’s campaign for its candidates in 
the fray for the forthcoming assembly elections.” It 
should read ‘on Sat.’ (Feb.17) and not as was pub-
lished. 

Wokha NPF says village council only arbitrator of resolutions

Diphupar Town Hall forum: No party camps, no rallies

Org. laments ‘lack of development’

NNC stands by Naga sovereignty

NBCC condemns assassination bids

Lerie panchayat endorses youth resolutions

263 vehicles arriving in Mkg. for poll duty

District election officials and SVEEP representatives during the signature campaign on Feb. 19.

Dimapur, Feb. 19 (EMN): A signature 
campaign for ‘clean’ election, informed 
and ethical voting, was conducted on 
Feb. 19 in the District Planing Devel-
opment Board (DPDB) hall in Kohima 
with district SVEEP representatives and 
public leaders.

The district election officer (DEO) 
of Kohima Rajesh Soundararajan said 
ethical voting was a collective respon-
sibility of the people to ensure free and 
peaceful elections as the Nagaland 
goes to the forthcoming state assembly 
elections.

GBs and public leaders have been 
urged to spread the message to their 
respective ward, colony and village ‘to 
bring about changes’ in the electoral 
process. The officer also sought their 
support and cooperation for successful 
and peaceful election.

Kohima district’s SVEEP icon Esther 
Natso said during the event that the 
Election department, in collaboration 
with other government departments, 
media, and NGOs over the years, had 
been actively campaigning to achieve 
the goals participation through registra-

tion, qualitative participation, informed 
and ethical voting, and to provide 
continuous electoral and democracy 
education to the people. She urged the 
gathering to stand for ‘clean’ elections 
for a ‘better and changed Nagaland.’

Speaking on about Kohima’s SVEEP 
anthem was district public relations of-
ficer of Kohima Ruopfulenuo Houzha. 
The officer talked about the launch 
of Kohima district’s SVEEP anthem, 
among others. The idea to launching 
the SVEEP campaign was to spread 
information about the electoral proc-
ess and ‘clean elections’ for the coming 
assembly polls, she informed.

The district’s SVEEP election an-
them was composed in Tenyidie and 
Nagamese by local singer Methaneilie 
with the aim to reach out to all the 
candidates and voters to adopt ethical 
principles.

Representatives from wards and 
colonies at 9th Kohima town and 10th 
Northern Angami-I assembly con-
stituencies led by the DEO and district 
SVEEP icon participated in the signa-
ture campaign.

Dimapur, Feb. 19 (EMN): In 
response to a reported state-
ment of the Janata Dal (United) 
asking Wokha Village Council 
(WVC) to revoke its March 25 
2017 resolution which resolved 
to support only a certain can-
didate during the forthcoming 
Nagaland assembly elections, 
the NPF of 38th Wokha assem-
bly constituency has claimed 
that the resolution was not of 
the village council but of the 
‘public.’

“Traditionally, annual gen-
eral meeting of a village is a time 
when village people gather to 
discuss issues faced by the peo-
ple and also is a time for social 
audit. Therefore, the general 
meeting of March 25, 2017 at 
Wokha village was one as such 
and the resolution passed ther-
eon is not of the Wokha Village 
Council but a resolution of the 
general people,” a press release 

from the president of the NPF at 
38th Wokha assembly constitu-
ency, Yiben Tungoe, and General 
Secretary Thungbemo Tsanglao 
stated.

The party explained that the 
village council “by convention 
acts only as an arbitrator and 
recorder of discussions and 
resolutions passed by the people 
during annual general meet-
ing, and in no way the WVC has 
taken any unilateral decision by 
itself.”

With regard to YM Humt-
soe, a JD (U) candidate of 38th 
Wokha assembly constituency, 
the NPF unit stated that it was 
his constitutional right to con-
test in the elections and that the 
village authority in no way stood 
to oppose his candidature. 

Also, the unit stated that the 
WVC was acting as a facilitator 
for all the candidates and had 
arranged a ‘common platform’ 

for all the three candidates of the 
constituency on Feb. 15. They 
were invited to Wokha village to 
stand and talk about their aims, 
objectives and desires besides 
speaking about their party’s 
manifestos to the people.

“This is a clear indication 
of the WVC neutral stand and 
concern for all the candidates 
irrespective of their party affili-
ations,” the press release stated.

However, it is unfortunate 
that the JD (U) candidate did not 
turn up for the event, the NPF 
unit stated.

The NPF provided the fol-
lowing notes in support of their 
claims (given in verbatim):

“1. That while still in govt. 
service he had declared his can-
didature on 26th July 2017, and 
was also seen openly canvass-
ing, which is in clear violation 
of Nagaland Govt. Servant Con-
duct Rules, 1968 and Section 

171G of IPC. Further, he had or-
ganized his candidature dedica-
tion programme on 06.09.2017 
at Humtso village. It may be 
noted that as per Government 
notification his retirement date 
was with effect from 30th Sept 
2017 (AN). 

2. That after the declara-
tion of his candidature, his wife 
Smti. Liponi Humtsoe, Project 
Director, DRDA misused her 
official responsibility by select-
ing a section of people as ben-
eficiaries from Wokha Village 
without the knowledge of Village 
Development and Management 
Board (VDMB) against the Govt. 
sponsored Piggery Farming 
whereby directly enticing/solic-
iting the electorate in favour of 
her Husband, Shri. Y.M. Humt-
soe, thereby commits an offence 
of Bribery which is a punishable 
offence under section 171B and 
171E of IPC.

3. That on 06-09-2017 
while on his way to Humtso 
Village for declaration of his 
candidature, some supporters 
of Shri. Y.M. Humtsoe JD(U) 
candidate, had fired upon some 
local youths of Wokha, Humtso 
and Elumyo Village using so-
phisticated arms (0.22 MP5 
Rifle) committing an offence 
punishable under section 125 
(1B) Arms Act 1959 and in this 
regard an FIR was also lodged at 
Wokha Police Station.

4. That on 18th January 
2018, one Shri. Tumcobemo 
Kikon of Vungoju Colony, Wok-
ha Town, a known supporter 
of Y.M. Humtsoe, violently at-
tacked the family of Shri. Etso-
romo Yanthan and ended up 
shooting his son, E. Renbithung 
Yanthan and for which an FIR 
has been lodged at Police Sta-
tion Wokha. The accused is still 
absconding.” 

Dimapur, Feb. 19 (EMN): In line with the Clean Election campaign, the Diphupar Naga 
Youth Organisation (DNYO) will be organising a Town Hall meeting for candidates from 
4th Ghaspani–I on Feb. 20 at 2 pm at the Diphupar local ground. 

The candidates will deliver speech, state their election manifestos besides indi-
vidual aims and objective for the constituency. 

The public of Diphupar, neighbouring villages, leaders and public are invited to 
attend the programme. The union informed that after the programme, no candidate 
shall be allowed to set up election camps, conduct rallies or any other sort of promotion 
within the jurisdiction of Diphupar village. This is to thwart the influence of money and 
power during preparations for the elections, the organisation stated. 

Dimapur, Feb. 19 (EMN): A total of 263 
vehicles requisitioned for poll duty for 
Mokokchung district will be arriving in 
Mokokchung town.  163 vehicles from 
Guwahati will be arriving on Feb. 22 and 
100 from Assam on Feb. 24.

This was informed by the district 
election officer (DEO) of Mokokchung 
at a meeting that was conducted on 
Mon, a DPRO report stated in its up-
dates. 

The DEO was stated to have held 
discussions with officers in concern to 

provide basic facilities such as drinking 
water, toilets, power and other needs 
to the drivers as they will be lodging at 
Imkongmeren Sports Complex. 

The Mokokchung division of the 
Public Health Engineering and housing 
establishments are requested to provide 
the basic facilities. 

The Mokokchung division of the 
Information and Public Relations de-
partment  has been directed to set up 
public address requirements for polling 
officials and vehicles.

Dimapur, Feb. 19 (EMN): 
Nagaland Baptist Church 
Counci l  (NBCC)  has 
strongly denounced in 
the strongest term the 
assassination bid against 
intending candidates 
both in Mokokchung and 
Wokha. 

Stating that political 
violence poses a serious 

threat to the legitimacy 
of the state elections that 
will take place shortly from 
now, NBCC convener of 
clean election campaign, 
Rev. Dr. Mar Atsongchang-
er has called upon all po-
litical parties, police and 
government for utmost 
vigilance and to ensure 
that political tensions are 

kept in check.
Meanwhile, NBCC has 

called upon all concerned 
to maintain calm and work 
together to prevent fur-
ther escalation of violence.  
NBCC also called upon 
all believers to uphold for 
their candidates for God’s 
protection and a fair and 
just electoral process.

Dimapur, Feb. 19 (EMN): Leirie Chazou Panchayat, in its executive emergency meet-
ing on February 18, has decided to fully endorse the resolutions passed by the Leirie 
Chazou Youth Organisation (LCYO) for the ensuing state assembly election.

The resolution mentioned that it would not allow opening of election camp and 
use of loud speakers/music etc after 8 p.m. in order not to disturb the HSLC & HSSLC 
examinees. In order to conduct free and fair poll, it also resolved that no outsiders 
would be allowed to interfere in the poll process in the colony in any manner. Stating 
that only genuine colony voters should exercise their franchise, it warned that stern 
necessary action would be taken against the defaulters.

This was stated in a joint statement issued by the panchayat chairman Thepfuzakie 
Angami and the secretary Neizongulie Suohu.

Dimapur, Feb. 19 (EMN): 
Stating that the stands 
of Naga National Coun-
cil (NNC) has been that 
of Naga sovereignty and 
nothing less, the organi-
sation has urged all the 
Nagas to refresh their 
memory. It stated that all 
the Nagas living in the 
country have unflinching-
ly supported the NNC as 
manifested by the Nagas 
plebiscite on May 16, 1951.

NNC CEC members, 
Zapuvisie Lhousa Kuotsu, 
mentioned that Nagas 
had not been Indians and 
their land had absolutely 
never been a part of India 
from the very inception 
of time. He added that 
because of the Nagas’ 
resolute maintenance of 
their rights, “India had 
come killing and destroy-
ing them; by the act of 
which India truly stands 
abominably guilty and 
irrevocably condemned 
forever.”

Kuotsu also stated 
that overt declaration of 
“our rights” had been be-
ing ever most diligently 
carried on to this day 
without any letup by the 
Nagas starting from the 

instant the Nagas Club’s 
presentation of the his-
toric Memorandum in 
1929 to the Sir Simon 
Commission.

“Having been most 
wrongly condemned as 
guilty for speaking up 
for their rights, the Naga 
houses and churches 
were all reduces to ashes. 
Indiscriminate firing of 
guns of all calibers on 
whomsoever came on 
sight resulted in decimat-
ing more than one lakh 
precious Naga lives,” the 
statement added.

NNC stated that only 
much after the over-
whelming majority of the 
Nagas have well started 
on their rightful destiny; 
a group of renegade Na-
gas allowed themselves 
to be manipulated by 
India and came up with a 
16-point draft and birth-
ed the illegitimate “sepa-
rate state” and brought 
about the legacy of elec-
tion to defile its virtuous 
history ever since. 

It lamented that even 
now in 2018, many so-
called leaders are busy 
vying for their places in 
the 60 seats that are up 

for grabs. On being elect-
ed, it said all would swear 
to be loyal to the Indian 
Constitution. 

Kuotsu has requested 
all the candidates not to 
ever forget nor neglect 
the profound Naga na-
tional heritage.

As certain section 
were engaged in finding 
solution, the NNC stated 
that: “If the solution were 
to result in Naga Sover-
eignty, then all the Na-
gas would be most will-
ing and well humoured; 
but if the solution is one 
within the ambit of the 
Constitution of India, Na-
gas would most definitely 
reject the same.”

Also observing that 
some Nagas are working 
with other Indian na-
tional parties, NNC urged 
such persons to carefully 
discern the fact that all 
the Indian national par-
ties are designed to swal-
low up the Nagas and her 
interests.

In the light of the 
above stated circum-
stances, NNC urged all 
the Nagas, especially the 
candidates to refresh the 
memory. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 19 (EMN): A Town 
Hall forum for candidates from 
the 14th Southern Angami as-
sembly constituency (AC) was 
held on Mon. afternoon at the 
Kitsubozou (Choto Bosti) Pan-
chayat premises in Kohima. The 
constituency’s four candidates 
namely Vikho-o Yhoshü of the 
Nationalist Democratic Progres-
sive Party (NDPP), Medokul 
Sophie of the National People’s 
Party (NPP), Khrielezo Bio of the 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) and 
Nagakul Tase of the Congress   
talked about their policies and 
programmes at the event. 

The core assurances given   
by the candidates included good 
roads and footpaths, proper 
drainage, water supply; employ-
ment opportunities for youths 
through entrepreneurial av-
enues; uplifting the living stand-
ards of the poor and marginal-
ized such as women, persons 
with disabilities, and senior 
citizens. 

The 14th Southern Angami-
I AC, consisting of six villages 
neighbouring Kohima and one 
colony (Kitsubozou) in the capi-
tal town, is one of the most 
critical constituencies in Kohima 
district for the ensuing election. 
All the candidates have con-
tested from the constituency 
multiple times- NPF’s Bio, who 
has never won an election in the 
past, will be contesting for the 
fifth time. The other three will 
each be contesting for the third 
time. Among them, Sophie has 
represented the constituency 
during 2003-08 and Yhoshü from 
2008-2018 while Tase failed to 
pull a single win.

Common platform turns 
personal

During Monday’s Town Hall 
meeting, two out of the four 
candidates while sharing their 
policies and assurances, turned 
rather personal as they rained 
scathing remarks on another 
political party.

Tase, in his speech, stated 

that the Congress party was a 
propagator of secularism while 
its rival NPF was, for many years, 
in alliance with the BJP, which 
he termed, was a ‘Hindu party’. 
Now, he said, when the alli-
ance became invalid, the NDPP 
forged a new alliance with the 
BJP. 

Pointing out the Congress’ 
manifesto where it has been 
assured to facilitate minorities 
to visit Jerusalem (Holy land) at 
a subsidized cost, Tase said his 
party was protective of Chris-
tians who are a minority in the 
country.

He also pointed out that an-
other candidate from his village 
had earlier approached him 
to withdraw his nomination, 
which, he termed was an act 
detrimental for democracy. Stat-
ing that the Kitsubozou area was 
rather compact without much 
scope for expansion of roads, 
the Congress candidate assured 
that if he was voted into power, 
he would ensure water supply to 
the area once every week during 
dry season to help the citizens, 
he also assured to provide new 
footpaths, drainages, loans and 
grants to the youth for starting 
up enterprises, pension for 60 
years of age and above.

NPF candidate Khrielezo Bio 
was less subtle in countering 
his rival party, the NDPP. While 
acknowledging the erstwhile 
alliance between the NPF and 
BJP in the Democratic Alliance 
of Nagaland (DAN), he said the 
NPF was stern on its stand that 
‘Nagas were not Indians’ but 
in the view that coalition with 
a central party was needed to 
push forward the aspirations of 
the Nagas, it had to enter in an 
alliance with the Janata party 
in 1977. However, he pointed 
out that the current NDPP-BJP 
alliance was different, claiming 
that NPF’s relationship with BJP 
was just a temporary association 
while the NDPP has “entered 
into a marriage” with the BJP, the 
‘political wing of the RSS’.

“Nagas are not Indians, we 
are not Hindus...We are Chris-
tians. So this election, are you 
going to vote for Nagas or Hin-
dus? Do you think we should 
work with Christians or with 
Hindus?” Tase challenged the 
electorate while soliciting their 
votes.

If elected, he assured to give 
his best to help uplift the youth, 
women, elderly, unemployed 
and for development of the con-
stituency. 

Former MLA Vikho-o Yhoshü, 
who represented the constitu-
ency for the last two terms, deliv-
ered a more moderate speech at 
the event. Stating that he entered 
into politics with a mission to 
overcome good with bad and 
work for the public including the 
youth, but he could not do much 
for his constituency as in the 
first term, he was a mere MLA. 
What little I was able to do, is 
out there for you to see, he said. 
He acknowledged the people for 
electing him for the second term 
in 2013, but while being able to 
initiate several works for the vil-
lage in the first year, he pointed 
out that former chief minister 
Neiphiu Rio had decided to re-
sign in 2014 and go to Delhi to 
represent the Naga people in the 
Lok Sabha. What followed then, 
was instability and crisis in the 
government, Yhoshü reminded. 
He said he was made to be in 
the “ruling opposition” for the 
following four years, and as such, 
there was very little or no scope 
to help his constituency people 
in development front.

What I have not been able 
to deliver to our constituency 
and to our people, I take full re-
sponsibility and I seek your for-
giveness, he stated. Expressing 
confidence that the NDPP-BJP 
alliance would emerge victori-
ous in the forthcoming election, 
Yhoshü while admitting that he 
already owed the constituency 
people much, but if they elected 
him for the third time, then he 
would definitely do all in his 

power to help uplift the area.
He admitted that he cannot 

guarantee to provide everything 
the people needed but that he 
would ensure they have good 
link road, connect different sec-
tors with footpath and provide 
proper drainages, and give his 
best to help the youth, women 
and elderly.

Meanwhile, pointing to ap-
prehensions on the new NDPP-
BJP alliance, Yhoshü asserted 
that it was not a new thing for a 
regional party to be in coalition 
with the BJP. He mentioned that 
the erstwhile UDF had been 
an ally of the Janata Party since 
1977 at the centre and in Naga-
land, since 2003, the NPF and 
BJP were coalition partners. He 
explained that the NDPP agreed 
to a seat sharing pre-poll alliance 
as it felt the need to be in alliance 
with the ruling party if change 
and development were to come, 
particularly considering the 
state’s dearth in resources.

NPP candidate Sophie ex-
plained to the electorate that he 
had to shift his allegiance from 
Congress to NPP as considering 
the present political scenario in 
the state, and as a politician, he 
had to choose a side which had 
more prospects of coming to 
power in order to help the peo-
ple. Coming straight to the point, 
Sophie shared his concern for 
the youth. He said the constitu-
ency currently has more than 
1000 unemployed graduates and 
post-graduate degree holders. As 
a politician, he said he cannot 
promise to provide jobs to all the 
1000 youth but that he aspires to 
open opportunities for gainful 
employment.

He also said there was a wide 
social divide in the constituency 
and if elected, he would ensure 
the marginalized gets basic re-
quirements which were lacking 
now. On water supply, he said he 
has spoken to some personnel 
from PHED but they have given 
him a rider that he has to get 
elected first.

Dimapur, Feb. 19 (EMN): An organisation called the 
Dimapur Nkonjan Nyiro Range Ekhung (DNNRE) has 
expressed displeasure at what it stated was the lack of 
developmental activities in Nyiro range. The range is in 
Wokha district. The organisation has lamented that it 
has  ‘become the most under-developed and neglected 
area’ in Wokha district.

The DNNRE informed that it had taken up the is-
sue for discussions during its executive committee 
meeting that was held on Feb.  14. In  a press release 
the group lamented what it called the  ‘false promises’ 
allegedly made by the former Home Minister Y Patton, 
who, according to the group, ‘miserably failed to meet 
the hope and long pending expectations’ of the Nyiro 
range public during his past 10 years in power.

Meanwhile, the DNNRE has appealed to all the 
constituent units of the NRPO to respect and comply 
with the NRPO’s resolutions 1-4 of Feb. 3 in the interest 
of Nyiro range public to bring development to the area  
‘through unity.’ 

The DNNRE’s chairman Chiporao Ngullie and Gen-
eral Secretary Sacheo Ezung have warned individuals  
within and outside the range not to engage in violence  
or defy the NRPO’s directives.
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(L-R) Akavi N Zhimomi (AAP), N Jacob Zhimomi (BJP), Nagavito Sumi (INC), Z Kasheto Yeptho (IND) at the Town Hall meeting at Aoyimti’s local 
ground on Feb. 19.
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Spokesperson of the AICC Gaurav Gogoi, (2nd from left), addressing 
the media during a press conference in Dimapur on Feb. 19.
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Ghaspani-1 Town Hall forum hosts 
young dreams and veteran assurances

NPCC wants poll guide 
in the vernacular 

AICC to BJP: ‘Stop 
marketing false 
hopes’ to Naga people 

STATE

party is active in all 60 
constituencies with door 
to door campaign shar-
ing the party’s vision for 
development as the strat-
egy,’ he said in response.    

Alleging that the BJP 
believes in money power 
‘who are kind only to-
wards the corporate,’ he 
said it was unlikely that 
the saffron party would 
fulfil any of its promises. 
He expressed confidence 
that Nagaland would 
abide by the message of 
‘clean election’ and vote 
for a stable government. 

Subrata Borah, secre-
tary of the Assam Pradesh 
Congress Committee and 
the campaign’s official in 
charge of the National 
Students’ Union of India 
also addressed the con-
ference. He denounced 
the BJP allegedly for ig-
noring the plight of the 
Northeast people set-
tled in Delhi and being a 
‘mute spectator’ against 
the discrimination faced 
by the people. He main-
tained that if the Con-
gress wins seats in the 
election, the party will 
ensure that the students 
residing outside enjoy 
their basic rights.     

The president of the 
Assam Pradesh Mahila 
Congress Committee 
Shanaz Haque spoke at 
the conference too. The 
Congress leader slammed 
the BJP for overlooking 
the rights of women of 
the Northeast and for not 
formulating any legisla-
tion in the parliament for 
them.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Feb. 19: The 
Aoy i m t i  C l e a n  E l e c-
tion Action Committee 
(ACEAC) of Aoyimti in 
Dimapur hosted a Town 
Hall forum for candidates 
who will be contesting 
from 4th Ghaspani-1 as-
sembly constituency in 
the forthcoming assem-
bly elections. 

The Town Hall meet-
ing was conducted in 
collaboration with two 
other community or-
ganisations of the area 
namely the Aoyimti Vil-
lage Council and the Aoy-
imti Baptist Arogo. 

N Jacob Zhimomi 
from the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), Akavi N Zhi-
momi from the Aam Admi 
Party (AAP); independent 
candidate Z Kasheto Yep-
tho, and Nagavito Sumi 
from the Indian national 
Congress (INC) were the 
candidates from the con-
stituency who took to the 

podium to speak about 
their goals and manifestos 
if they were to come to 
power. 

The moderator of the 
event was L Mongkhum 
Jamir. He said that the 
day’s event was conduct-
ed in front of represent-
atives from 30 villages 
from different tribes. It 
was informed that the 
c o u n c i l  h a d  m a d e  a 
resolution attesting to 
‘clean elections’ on Nov. 
26 2016. He said that the 
Ghaspani constituency 
was the largest constitu-
ency in Nagaland. It was 
informed that two of the 
youngest candidates in 
the fray were also from 
the constituency. 

Akavi N Zhimomi of 
the AAP, stated to be the 
youngest candidate in the 
assembly elections, said 
in his opening remarks 
that elections these days 
were only “participated 
by people with money.” 

The candidate claimed 
that he was entering the 
elections ‘without a single 
rupee’—all this to show 
that he was standing for 
“truth and representing 
the youth of Nagaland.”

“I am the manifesto,” 
Zhimomi proclaimed to 
the gathering. He assured 
that swift medical atten-
tion would be given to 
citizens during emergen-
cies in the constituency.  
“AAP in Delhi has become 
a trendsetter and more or 
less like an opposition to 
the BJP,” he added.

Independent Kasheto 
Yeptho said that the Ao 
community had taken a 
“long stand and fight” to 
implementing the objec-
tives of ‘clean’ elections. 
His main agenda for join-
ing politics, he said, was 
first to ‘fight the burdens 
of the people’ and work 
from “the grassroots” 
and show a ‘commitment 
with God.’ 

Yeptho, being a busi-
nessman himself, was 
asked about the syndicate 
system and monopoly in 
Dimapur’s business. The 
moderator asked if he 
had faced any problems 
or if he was part of the 
system too. 

The candidate re-
plied that his tenure 
as president of the Di-
mapur Chamber of Com-
merce, he had spoken 
out against “threat mo-
nopolisation” and the 
system of syndication. “I 
want to protect the local 
business community and 
give platform to locals to 
compete against the non 
locals,” he assured. 

The BJP’s candidate 
N Jacob Zhimomi on his 
part said it was a “long 
felt need of the people of 
Nagaland for a change.” 
Saying that the electorate 
compromising with their 
identity would lead to ‘no 
development.’ The BJP 
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Dimapur, Feb. 19 (EMN): 
The Indian National Con-
gress (INC) has criticised 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) for ‘marketing false 
hopes’ to the people of 
Nagaland. The spokes-
person of the All India 
Congress Committee 
(AICC) Gaurav Gogoi al-
leged during a press con-
ference in Dimapur on 
Mon. Feb. 19 that the BJP 
had been ‘lying’ about 
various schemes since 
2014. 

Gogoi, a member of 
the Lok Sabha, remarked 
that the party was ‘good’ 
at ‘marketing, selling false 
hopes’ to people of Naga-
land. He was addressing 
a press conference at the 
Congress Bhavan in the 
city. 

According to him, 
the Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP) was allowing the 
BJP “backdoor entry in 
the state.” He compared 
the former to the Greek’s 
m y t h o l o g i c a l  Tro j a n 
Horse for the latter to 

‘destroy’ the state. 
‘We are confident that 

Nagaland will be with the 
Congress as we are utilis-
ing our members to form 
a secular state—Congress 
is a party for everyone. 
With the message about 
‘clean’ elections loud and 
clear, the Congress in 
every village is endors-
ing clean election with 
candidates who are dedi-
cated and who will not 
disappear during the five 
years after election,’ the 
AICC spokesperson said 
in assurance. He opined 
that it was time for every 
community to stand with 
the objectives of ‘clean’ 
elections. The 2018 as-
sembly election is about 
the church’s message and 
this election should be 
a time to connect with 
the people, the Congress 
leader said.

Gogoi responded also 
to queries about the Con-
gress party’s fielding few-
er number of candidates 
in the election. ‘Although 
the Congress has 18 tar-
geted constituencies the 

Dimapur, Feb. 19 (EMN): The Nagaland 
Pradesh Congress Committee (NPCC) 
has appealed to the Election Commis-
sion of India (EC) to give wide coverage 
of the 2018 election guidelines to voters 
in different local dialects.

In a representation addressed to the 
Chief Election Commissioner of India, 
the NPCC’s Vice President Khriedi The-
unuo sought stern action for poll-related 
violence to ensure peaceful election. The 
NPCC has requested the EC to direct 
election observers to visit polling sta-
tions on the polling day and encourage 
voters to exercise their right to vote. 

The NPCC has appealed the EC to 
direct the office of the chief electoral  
officer and district election officer to 
provide proper facilities so that timely 
information can be given to the media 
and public on election matters. It has  
urged imparting proper training to of-
ficials to ‘strengthen election law’ while 
performing election duties.

It has pointed out some instances 
where the department of Animal Hus-

bandry and Veterinary Sciences through 
the deputy secretary had intimated to 
the deputy commissioner and district 
election officer, Kohima, for the exemp-
tion of veterinary doctors and com-
pounder, cattle extension officer from 
election related duties as per the model 
check list for the chief electoral officer 
2009 issued by the Election Commission 
of India and the same was substantiated 
in the check list for the district election 
officer in connection with the conduct of 
general election 2014, It pointed out that 
on the contrary deputy commissioner 
and district election officer, Kohima, 
had served show cause notice to five vet-
erinary doctors as per section 134 of the 
Representation of People’s Act 1951 for 
failing to attend the first round training 
of polling personnel.

The Congress has appealed for im-
plementation of the Nagaland Baptist 
Church Council’s campaign for ‘clean’  
election to strengthen election laws 
in the state and ensure free and fair 
election.

is committed to working 
toward the development 
of the state, he said. “BJP 
will give a good stable 
government and top con-
cern for the educated 
youth.” 

Zhimomi added that 
the previous term of the 
state’s government had 
seen changes five times 
‘which stopped devel-
opment.’  he said that 
handling the largest con-
stituency in the state was 
not an easy job. “It was 
the requirement for the 
last 50 years and over-
night development was 
not possible,” he replied 
when asked about infra-
structure during the past 
five years as “nothing had 
been done.” 

Nagavito Sumi, the 
INC’s candidate, also one 
of the youngest in this 
year’s assembly elections, 
said he was grateful that 
all the candidates were 
being given equal oppor-
tunity to show their lead-
ership qualities. Speak-
ing in terms of the Clean 
Election campaign, he as-
sured that the public that 
they were in ‘safe hands.’   

Sumi, claiming to be a 
staunch supporter of the 
INC, said that the current 
breed of leaders has “no 
principle” and that they 
do not stick to one party 
and its ideology. “Win 
or lose, I will stick with 
my party throughout,” 
he assured.   He vowed 
to empower the youth 
too. “The party will show 
transparency and clean 
governance..the power 
will be given to the peo-
ple and not myself,” he 
said. 
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Shillong, Feb. 19 (IANS): Four 
people, including Nationalist 
Congress Party (NCP) candidate 
Jonathone Nengminza Sangma, 
were killed while three others in-
jured in an improvised explosive 
device (IED) blast in poll-bound 
Meghalaya’s East Garo Hills dis-
trict on Sunday, an official said.

The incident took place 
around 7.30 p.m. at Sawilgre vil-
lage, about 14 km from Samanda 
Block, when the candidate was 
returning to Williamnagar, the 
district headquarters of East Garo 
Hills from poll campaigning.

“Four bodies were found on 
the spot, including that of NCP 
candidate Jonathone Sangma. 
The other three dead bodies are 
yet to be identified,” District Mag-
istrate Ramkumar S told IANS.

The injured have been rushed 
to the Williamnagar Civil hospital.

“The rescue team is still at the 
blast site to rescue the injured 

persons,” Ramkumar said.
Chief Minister Mukul Sangma 

tweeted: “Deeply saddened to 
hear about the unexpected loss of 
Jonathone N Sangma. My heart-
felt condolences to his near and 
dear ones. The blood of innocents 
spilled by the enemies of the state 
will not disturb the peace in Meg-
halaya.”

“This desperate act will not be 
tolerated. The perpetrators of the 
crime will be apprehended expe-
ditiously and brought to book,” 
the Chief Minister added.

Sangma, 43, was contesting 
the Assembly election from Wil-
liamnagar which he had unsuc-
cessfully contested as an Inde-
pendent candidate in 2013. He 
lost the elections to the incum-
bent Education Minister and 
senior Congress leader Deborah 
C. Marak.

The incident was preceded by 
posters appearing in certain areas 

of Williamnagar constituency say-
ing anyone who votes for the NCP 
candidate Jonathone Sangma 
would get bullets from “AK-17 and 
pistol”.

Incidentally, Sangma had filed 
a case in 2013 against Deborah, 
alleging that she had sought the 
help of terrorist outfit Garo Na-
tional Liberation Army to intimi-
date people to seek votes.

Deborah had won the seat in 
2013 securing 8,402 votes while 
Sangma had garnered 5,525 votes.

A year later, Meghalaya Police 
filed a chargesheet against Debo-
rah Marak and her aide Tennydard 
Marak for “hatching a criminal 
conspiracy” with the GNLA to 
garner votes in the February 2013 
Assembly election.

National People’s Party Presi-
dent Conrad K Sangma while 
offering expressing grief tweeted: 
“My heart goes out to the family 
of Jonathone Sangma, my dear 

friend who lost his life in a militant 
attack. May his soul rest in peace. 
Sad very unfortunate.”

Voicing “serious concern” on 
the blast, the Meghalaya Bharati-
ya Janata Party tweeted: “Our 
thoughts are with the near and 
dear ones of NCP candidate Shri 
Jonathan N Sangma and those 
travelling with him. The news 
that he was shot dead...comes as 
a serious concern on the eve of 
elections.”

Strongly condemning the at-
tack, the A’chik Youth Council has 
demanded CBI enquiry to find out 
political nexus which lead to such 
criminal acts. 

“Since Meghalaya came to 
existence, no record has been 
there about the candidates who 
have been attacked or killed for 
political mileage. He (Sangma) 
had a right to contest (election) 
and voters would decide his fate,” 
the Council stated.

Itanagar, Feb. 19 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh Gover-
nor Brig (Retd) B D Mishra 
has extended warm greet-
ings to the people of the 
state on the occasion of 
31st Statehood Day to-
morrow.

People in this state 
have kept their commit-
ment to maintain peace 
under all circumstances, 
he said in a message today.

“February 20 is a gold-
en-letter day in our his-
tory. On this day in 1987 
we became a full-fledged 
state. This paved the way 
for the people to pursue 
progressively our cultur-
al heritage, need-based 
administrative policies 
and area-specific devel-
opmental plans. “We have 
thus been making the 
structure of this strate-
gic border state, brick by 

brick,” the governor said.
Mishra also stressed 

on the fact that “coexist-
ence and good social order 
are pre-requisites for sus-
tained economic growth”.

“With every passing 
moment, a new chapter 
of transformation is being 
written in the state. Keep-
ing abreast with the rest 
of the country, landmark 
achievements in several 
fields have been made...” 
the governor asserted.

The state is on an ex-
cellent course, surging 
forward towards a bright 
future, he said. 

“I am sanguine that 
each one of us will con-
tribute positively to the 
progress of the state and 
ensure transparency, ac-
countability and probity 
in all our dealings,” Mishra 
added.

Guwahati, Feb. 19 (PTI): The Assam gov-
ernment today said 29,223 incidents of 
violence against women were reported 
from various parts of the state in the past 
two years.

In a written reply to a query by 
Congress MLA Nandita Das, Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Chandra Mohan 
Patowary told the Assembly that 8,771 
cases of physical assault, 1,552 rapes 
and 4,794 incidents of kidnapping were 
registered with the police in the fiscal 
2016-17.

Replying on behalf of Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal, who also holds 
the Home portfolio, Patowary told the 
House that in the current financial year, 
till January 6, complaints have been filed 
for 8,335 physical assault cases, 1,457 rape 
incidents and 4,314 kidnappings.

Altogether 1,786 people have been 
arrested in the 3,009 rape cases filed since 

April 2016, Patowary said.
“During this period, nine women died 

due to rapes. The Assam government 
provides Rs 3,00,000 to a rape victim or 
her family, in case she is dead, under the 
‘Assam Victim Compensation Scheme, 
2012 (as amended)’. For specially abled 
women, the amount has been raised to 
Rs 10,00,000,” he added.

In a bid to prevent the menaces, the 
state government has initiated various 
steps such as formation of a women’s 
investigation cell in the police, setting 
up of a women’s cell in every district and 
sub-division and a special juvenile police 
unit in the district headquarters, the 
minister said. 

“The Assam government had formed 
a task force in 2012 to stop crime against 
women and various departments were 
asked to implement its suggestions,” 
Patowary added.

Our correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 19 (EMN): 
Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh on Mon. ordered 
encroachers along river 
banks in Manipur to vol-
untarily move out from 
the areas by March 3 2018. 
He has warned that failing 
to do so would compel the 
government to evict them 
by force. 

The chief minister 
made the statement dur-
ing inspections of dredg-
ing work being undertak-
en at various river areas 
in Imphal. Speaking to 
media persons about en-
croachment along river 
banks, Biren said that land 
encroachment was one of 
the major problems that 
was causing flash floods 
in the state. Under the 
Flood Plain Zoning Act, 
no land deeds within 30 
feet from around the river 
can be issued to any indi-
vidual, he said. 

Legally no one can 
reside within these pro-
tected areas, he said. If 
an individual got “patta” 
(land deed) within such 
areas, it may have been 
obtained by forgery or it 

could be that fake docu-
ments may have been 
used, he said. Under the 
Manipur Land Records 
& Land Revenue Act and 
Flood Plain Zoning Act, 
he said, the government 
has started to undertake 
certain steps including 
serving show-cause no-
tices to land encroachers. 

Biren Singh has ap-
pealed to the people of 
the state to remove by 
March 3 crematoriums, 
houses, clubs, toilets 
etc.  which are being 
constructed along river 
banks. He said that the 
government would ‘try its 
best to protect and save 
lives and damage caused 
by floods.’ ‘Before the 
monsoon season, we will 
be dredging the river beds 
of rivers such as Imphal 
River, Thoubal River, Iril 
River and Kongba River 
etc,’ he said. 

Eviction of encroach-
ers at river banks will be-
gin soon to mitigate dam-
age that may be caused 
by floods during the rainy 
season, Singh said. ‘If we 
rely on centre’s financial 
assistance for cleaning 

up the river beds in the 
state, then we will defi-
nitely face the suffering 
caused by floods in the 
next rainy season,’ he 
observed.  

Under the non-laps-
able central pool of re-
sources, Manipur state 
was given INR 15 crore 
out of which INR 10 crore 
was used to procure 
‘bored piles and other 
machineries to dredge 
river beds’ in the state. 
With the remaining INR 
5 crore, he said, the water 
resources department 
has started dredging work 
with rented machinery, 
he said. 

During the inspection, 
Minister for Water Re-
sources Letpao Haokip 
said that the department 
was charting plans to set 
up protection from flash 
floods in the near future. 
He said there was a mas-
ter plan to clean the entire 
stretch of Imphal River 
from Kairang to Lilong 
area. ‘We have started 
dredging work along the 
Imphal River at selected 
areas which are prone to 
floods,’ he said.

Imphal, Feb. 19 (IANS): Resi-
dents of a tribal village in Ma-
nipur on Monday said they will 
not allow the construction of 
railway tracks in the area since 
they did not get compensation, 
which they claimed had been 
cornered by two villagers.

Residents of Marangching 
in Tamenglong district in Ma-
nipur said they will not lift the 
ban imposed on the boring of 
seven railway tunnels -- which 
they announced on February 
16 -- to protest against a fraud 
of Rs 36 crore played on them. 

Village head N. Goudamei 
said the Centre had sanctioned 
the money as compensation 
for land acquired from villagers 
for constructing the railroad 

from Jiribam bordering Assam 
to Imphal. 

The villagers said they have 
learnt that two tribals took the 
money from Collector Arm-
strong Panmei, though it was 
not clear how the compensa-
tion meant for the affected vil-
lagers could be handed over to 
two individuals. 

They have been urging the 
authorities to recover the com-
pensation money from the two 
and distribute it among the vil-
lagers whose land was acquired 
for the rail project. 

A few villagers said that the 
Bharatiya Janata Party-led gov-
ernment had been assuring 
people of a corruption-free 
administration but had done 

nothing in this regard. 
As a result of the ban on 

construction, the company 
allotted the work is incurring 
daily losses even as govern-
ment sources said that security 
at the construction sites had 
been beefed up.  Officials and 
labourers cannot openly defy 
the ban and carry on with the 
project work since almost all of 
them are from outside Manipur 
and there have been incidents 
of mob violence in the past, 
including torching of private 
property and kidnapping of 
officials. 

North Eastern Frontier Rail-
way officials said the ban will 
further delay construction of 
the rail tracks. 

Songsak/Tura (Meghalaya), 
Feb. 19 (PTI): Meghalaya’s “bura 
buri” government run by the 
Congress had failed to address 
the health care concerns of the 
people, Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh said today, using 
the Garo term for “husband 
and wife” to refer to Chief Min-
ister Mukul Sangma and his 
minister wife.

Addressing two rallies in 
the Congress bastion of the 
Garo Hills ahead of Assembly 
elections on February 27, Singh 
attacked the state government 
over a range of issues, including 
health care and law and order.

The Centre had raised the 
allocation of funds for the state 
fourfold since the Modi govern-

ment came to power, but the 
state was still to see develop-
ment, he said.

Rooting for the BJP in the 
north-east state, he said the 
party would make Meghalaya 
the “Scotland of the east” if 
elected to power, as it had tre-
mendous potential for tourism.

At his rallies in Songsak in 
East Garo Hills and Tura in the 
West Garo Hill region, the min-
ister said it was “painful” that 
the state’s people had to go to 
Bangladesh for treatment.

The senior BJP leader, who 
started and ended his speeches 
with a few words in the local 
language, said his party would 
ensure proper health facilities 
throughout the state if it came 

to power.
“I have been told that pa-

tients from here were taken to 
Bangladesh for treatment on 
a ‘charpoy’ (cot). This is very 
painful,” he said. Taking on the 
Congress-led government, he 
said it was unfortunate that 
there was no health infrastruc-
ture despite the chief minister 
being a doctor.

Singh pointed out that the 
BJP government at the Centre 
had announced a health insur-
ance scheme which would pro-
vide people with free treatment 
of up to Rs 5 lakh.

“The BJP will completely 
transform health care in the 
state if it comes to power,” he 
said.

The party would convert 
the Shillong Hospital into a 
research institute and open 
a cancer hospital in the state, 
he said. Referring to the law 
and order situation, the Union 
minister claimed there were 57 
police stations, of which only 
39 were active. “How can you 
expect proper law and order 
in the state in such a scenario? 
Who is responsible?” he asked, 
claiming that if the BJP formed 
the government, it would re-
solve all law and order issues 
within three months.

State government employ-
ees, he added, were getting the 
5th Pay Commission salaries 
but the BJP would put them on 
a par with other states.

Agartala, Feb. 19 (IANS): 
Over 92 per cent of Tripu-
ra’s 2,536,589 voters cast 
their votes in Sunday’s 
peaceful elections in 59 
of the 60 Assembly seats, 
setting a new record in the 
electoral history of India, 
an official said here on 
Monday.

In the 2013 and 2008 
Assembly polls, Tripura 
registered 92 per cent and 
91 per cent voting respec-
tively.

“The final vote tally is 
around 90 per cent (89.8) 
but taking into account 
the postal ballots, the total 
percentage is a little over 
92 per cent,” an Election 
Department official said. 

He said around 50,000 
polling and security per-
sonnel on election duty 
cast their votes through 
postal ballot.

The official said a huge 
number of voters were still 
queued up at 10 p.m. on 

Sunday at around 100 of 
the 3,174 polling stations 
set up across the state.

“At the Malay Sardar 
Para polling station in 
Kalyanpur constituency in 
western Tripura’s Khowai 
district, people cast their 
ballots till 12.45 a.m.,” the 
official added.

He said had scores of 
VVPATs (Voter Verifiable 
Paper Audit Trails) and 
EVMs (Electronic Voting 
Machines) not faced tech-
nical hitches, the polling 
percentage would have 
been more. 

Chief Electoral Officer 
Sriram Taranikanti late 
Sunday night said that 
191 (6 per cent) VVPATs 
and 89 (5 per cent) EVMs 
malfunctioned across the 
state.

Ruling Left Front con-
venor Bijan Dhar said 
EVMs faced technical 
glitches in around 520 
polling stations and de-

manded a probe. 
“The Election Com-

mission put up specially 
modified EVMs attached 
with VVPATs at all 3,174 
polling stations. We re-
placed or rectified faulty 
EVMs-VVPATs and voting 
resumed in those polling 
stations afterwards,” the 
Election Department of-
ficial added.

A total of 292 candi-
dates, including 23 women 
and many independents, 
are in the fray. Counting 
of votes will take place on 
March 3. 

Balloting was held 
in 59 of the 60 Assembly 
constituencies. Polling 
was deferred to March 12 
in Charilam (Reserved-
Tribal) seat due to the 
death of sitting MLA 
and Communist Party 
of India-Marxist (CPI-
M) candidate Ramendra 
Narayan Debbarma.

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1739SUD0KU 1579
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1738

ACROSS
1. Thin, flat portion
6. Strong taste or smell
10. Cook
14. 4-wheeled vehicle for heavy loads
15. “Stop” to a horse
16. 365 days
17. Actor Jeremy _____
18. Rank of nobility
19. Get up
20. LA Dodger pitching ace Pedro 

________
22. Certain organic compounds
24. Matured
25. Fashionable
26. Name means “Blessed friend”
29. Mix
30. Past participle of “Be”
31. Performance practices
37. City in ancient Macedonia
39. ___ and pail
40. City in Viet Nam
41. White waxy substance from sperm 

whales
44. Comedian ____ Laurel
45. Mineral-bearing rocks
46. Bicycling
48. Create or grow
52. Unit of type-size
53. Return to a former condition
54. Contemplate
58. S-shaped curve in molding
59. Notion
61. Component of chocolate
62. Breeze
63. Outer garment
64. Position or locality (mathematics)
65. Young woman (Scottish)
66. French for “Without”
67. Door or gate
 
DOWN
1. Propel yourself through water
2. Video game heroine ____ Crofts
3. Composer ____ Stravinsky
4. Box or receptacle

5. Navy officer
6. Rough surfaced woollen cloth
7. King of Israel
8. “Not either”
9. Ancient country of Asia Minor
10. Inventor of the Cyrillic 

alphabet
11. Children’s story by Johanna 

Spyri
12. Lessens 13. Not stale
21. Not far
23. Gum resin used in perfume
25. _____oe = isolated 

protrusion of bedrock in a 

lava flow
26. Diminishes
27. Profound
28. We are (contraction)
29. Footwear
32. Master of Ceremonies
33. City in Saskatchewan
34. Against or counter
35. Use of money at interest
36. Make melodic vocal sound
38. Illicit love affair 

42. Warm, waterproof 
overshoes

43. “In the same place” 

(footnotes)
47. Hanging piece of frozen 

water
48. Roam stealthily
49. Latin for “Regal”
50. Roasting appliances
51. Feats or exploits
52. Pieces of partly carbonized 

vegetable matter
54. Average
55. Account (abbrev.)
56. Sightseeing excursion
57. Not difficult
60. Arrived deceased
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NCP candidate among four 
killed in poll-bound Meghalaya

Arunachal gov. greets 
people on occasion of 
Statehood Day

Over 29K cases of crime against 
women in Assam in two years — Govt

Manipur monsoon: Encroachers 
ordered to leave river banks

Manipur villagers cry foul over 
compensation, block work on rail tracks

Meghalaya’s ‘husband-wife’ govt. neglected 
development, says Rajnath Singh

Tripura scripts another record of over 
92% electorate votes in Assembly polls
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Indian e-retail sector to grow 250% in next 3 years—Crisil

India best placed to 
leverage technology—PM 

“Yes, our party was launched on May 17, 2017, got 
registration on Oct. 13 and finally got its symbol 
on Dec. 16  and Delhi has answered to form an 
alliance,” Rio said. He explained that the NDPP 
forged a pre-poll alliance with the BJP to bring 
development to the state just as the previous state 
government had forged an alliance with the United 
Progressive Alliance government at the centre. He 
added that Naga identity and their ethos are well-
protected by the Constitution of India.

Saying that everyone wants their legislators to 
stay in power, Rio appealed to the electorate of 
Mokokchung district to vote for the NDPP’s candi-
dates. “Delhi has given its confidence to us and if 
it is God’s will, we will form the new government.”

NDPP candidate for the 26th Aonglenden as-
sembly constituency Imtikumzuk; the NDPP’s 
working president Alemtemshi Jamir; and President 
Chingwang Konyak also spoke at the event.

FROM PAGE 1...

NPF blamed me for...

Share price of Gitanjali Gems hit 
lower circuit, PNB slips over 7%

Sensex drops 195 pts, 
Nifty below 10,400

Airtel to offer INR 2,000 
cashback on Nokia phones

M-tech launches 
affordable 4G 
smartphone

Mumbai, Feb. 19 (PTI): The benchmark BSE Sensex 
dropped 195 points or 0.57 per cent in afternoon trade 
due to increased selling in bluechips led by Tata Steel 
, SBI and Larsen & Toubro. Metals, industrials, banks, 
financials, telecom, realty, FMCG and oil&gas stocks 
declined. The BSE Sensex trading down 194.17 points 
or 0.57 per cent at 33,816.59 186.29 at 1230 hrs.

The broader Nifty 50 index trading below the key 
10,400-level at 10,392.60, down by 59.70 points or 0.57 
per cent. Major losers were Tata Steel 5.00 per cent, 
SBIN 3.39 per cent, L&T 2.74 per cent, Indusindbk 1.98 
per cent and Adani Ports 1.87 per cent.

Foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) sold shares worth 
Rs 1,065.99 crore on net basis, while domestic institu-
tional investors (DIIs) bought equities to the tune of 
Rs 1,127.78 crore last Friday, provisional data showed.

Overseas, Asian markets were trading higher as 
sentiment improved gradually from a recent shakeout 
that stemmed from fears of creeping inflation and 
higher borrowing costs. Markets in China, Hong Kong 
and Taiwan remain closed for the holiday.

New Delhi, Feb. 19 
(PTI): Bharti Airtel to-
day said it will offer up 
to Rs 2,000 cashback 
over 36 months on pur-
chase of Nokia 2 and 
Nokia 3 smartphones to 
its pre-paid customers.

“Bharti Airtel...and 
HMD Global today an-
nounced a partnership 
to offer affordable 4G 
smartphone options to 
customers as part of Air-
tel s Mera Pehla Smart-
phone initiative. Nokia 
3 and Nokia 2, 4G smart-
phones are now avail-
able with cashback offer 
of Rs 2,000 from Airtel,” 
the telecom major said 
in a statement. Both 4G 
smartphones will come 
bundled with Airtel re-
charge pack of Rs 169 
offering 1GB 4G data 
per day and unlimited 
local and STD calling.

Telecom operators 
started offering cash-
back on purchase of 
smartphone after Reli-
ance Jio rolled out effec-
tive free mobile handset 
‘JioPhone’.

To avail of the of-
fer, Airtel customer will 
need to purchase Nokia 
2 and 3 smartphones at 
market price and will be 
credited with Rs 2,000 in 
their Airtel wallet in two 

instalments over period 
of 36 months.

“Nokia devices have 
a solid brand resonance 
amongst customers and 
we believe that the part-
nership offers a great 
proposition to custom-
ers looking for quality 
devices at great prices,” 
Bharti Airtel, Chief Op-
erating Officer (India 
& South Asia) Ajai Puri 
said.

A customer need to 
make Airtel prepaid re-
charges worth Rs 3,500 
within the 18 months to 
be eligible for the first 
cashback instalment of 
Rs 500. Similarly, anoth-
er set of recharges worth 
Rs 3500 over the next 18 
months will make the 
customer eligible for the 
second instalment of 
Rs 1,500, the statement 
said.

The Nokia 3 , availa-
ble for Rs , 9,499 , comes 
with 5-inch display, 1.3 
Ghz quad-core Medi-
atek processor, 2GB 
RAM, 16 GB internal 
storage with external 
memory card support 
of up to 128 GB, 2,630 
mAH, 8 megpixel (mp) 
rear and front camera. 
Nokia 2 smartphone, 
available for Rs 6,999, 
comes with similar 

New Delhi, Feb. 19 (IANS): The electronic re-
tail (e-retail) sector in India is likely to grow 
250 per cent in the next three years, a Crisil 
report said on Monday.

“Over the next three years, e-retail indus-
try is expected to continue its strong run, 
growing over 2.5 times to Rs 1.8 trillion by 
fiscal 2020,” the global analytics firm said in 
the report.

Crisil expects online grocery segment to 
lead the growth in the e-retail sector, with 
65-70 per cent compound annual growth 
rate during FY17-FY20 and almost quadru-

ple over the next three years to Rs 100 billion 
in terms of revenues. 

“The online grocery segment... has lately 
seen an uptick in the number of players as 
well as investor interest,” the report said.

However, “in the overall food retail in-
dustry, the penetration of online food and 
grocery segment stands at a miniscule 0.1 
per cent, indicating significant growth po-
tential”, it added.

Going ahead, investments in technology, 
new strategies such as introducing private 
labels, same day and next day delivery, and 

business-to-business food services would 
help the sector grow, according to the report.

A major focus area for e-retail players to 
ensure continued robust growth would be 
geographical diversification in terms of rev-
enue, it said.

“Online shopping activity has not been 
broad-based, with the top 10-15 cities still 
accounting for over 75 per cent of total sales.” 

Apart from grocery, the continued focus 
of major players on existing business seg-
ments such as apparel and fashion will drive 
growth, it said.

Hyderabad, Feb. 19 (IANS): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Monday said that with one of the most tech-
friendly populations, India was best placed to leverage 
the power of technology and leapfrog into the future.

He said the country is the hot-spot of digital innova-
tion across all sectors. It not only has a growing number 
of innovative entrepreneurs but also a growing market 
for tech innovations. Modi was inaugurating the World 
Congress on Information Technology (WCIT) 2018 by 
addressing the delegates through video conference 
from New Delhi. “With over one lakh villages linked 
with optical fibre, 121 crore mobile phones, 120 crore 
Aadhaar and 50 crore internet users, India is best placed 
to leverage the power of technology and leap-frog into 
the future while ensuring empowerment of every citi-
zen.” He said Digital India was a journey bringing about 
digital inclusion for digital empowerment aided by dig-
ital infrastructure for digital delivery of services.

“Leveraging technology in such a holistic manner 
was unthinkable some years ago. We have success-
fully completed this life-cycle in the last three and a 
half years. This has been possible through a change in 
public behaviour and processes,” the Prime Minister 
said. Modi claimed that Digital India has not remained 
merely a government initiative but has become a way 
of life. He also claimed that the JAM trinity of combin-
ing 320 million Jan Dhan bank accounts of the poor 
with Aadhaar and Mobile, with direct benefits of wel-
fare measures, has saved Rs 57,000 crore.Modi noted 
the unique Umang app launched only three months 
back is already offering 185 government services.

screen size as of Nokia 3, 
1.3 Ghz quad core Qual-
comm Snapdragon proc-
essor, 1GB RAM, 8 GB 
internal memory, 4,100 
mAH, 8 mp rear camera 
and 5 mp front camera. 
After the Airtel offer, the 
effective price of these 
phones will come down 
by 2,000 a unit.

New Delhi, Feb. 19 (IANS): 
Domestic mobile manu-
facturer M-tech on Mon-
day launched a new 4G 
VoLTE smartphone “Foto 
3” at Rs 4,499. The device 
comes with 5-inch FVWGA 
LCD display and is pow-
ered by 1.3 GHz quad core 
processor paired with 1GB 
RAM and 8GB internal 
storage, which is expanda-
ble upto 32 GB. “With ‘Foto 
3’, Internet-savvy users can 
now avail super-fast data 
connectivity and superior 
voice call quality. We are 
positive that the ‘Foto 3’ 
will certainly appeal to our 
customers,” Goutam Ku-
mar Jain, Co-Founder, M-
tech Informatics Ltd, said 
in a statement. 

Mumbai, Feb. 19 (IANS): Shares 
of Gitanjali Gems extended losses 
for the fourth consecutive session 
on Monday -- plunging almost 10 
per cent to its lower circuit level 
at Rs 33.80 per scrip -- while those 
of Punjab National Bank (PNB) 
slipped over 7 per cent.

On a closing basis, PNB’s 
scrips fell by Rs 9.25 per share, or 
7.36 per cent, to Rs 116.40 on the 
BSE.

The stocks of jewellery com-
pany Geetanjali Gems continued 
the plunge a day after the En-
forcement Directorate (ED) con-
ducted search operations in six 
franchise-based outlets located 
in four malls in Kolkata in con-
nection with $1.8 billion banking 
fraud case.

Following the unravelling of 
the multi-crore PNB fraud, two 
senior officials of Gitanjali Gems 
-- Chandrakant Karkare and 
Pankhuri Warange -- resigned 
from the company, according to 
a regulatory filing with the stock 
exchanges on Monday.

Shares of PNB, too, declined 
after the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) on Monday sealed 
the Brady House Branch of the 
bank as multiple probe agencies 
continued with their probe into 
the multi-crore fraud.

The shares of the two com-
panies started to decline follow-
ing the country’s second largest 
state-run bank PNB’s declaration 
of unearthing a fraud of Rs 11,300 
crore involving diamantaire Nirav 

Modi.
The fraud, which included 

money-laundering among oth-
ers, concerned the Firestar Dia-
monds group in which the CBI 
booked Modi, his wife Ami, broth-
er Nishal Modi and uncle and 
business partner Mehul Choksi 
-- who promotes the luxury jew-
ellery brand Gitanjali Gems.

Last week, the ED launched 
a nationwide raid on the offices, 
showrooms and workshops of 
Nirav Modi. The CBI registered an 
FIR against the Gitanjali Group of 
companies based on a complaint 
registered by the PNB.

On Sunday, the ED conducted 
searches at over 45 more loca-
tions in 15 cities across India in 
connection with the scam. 
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Render Unto Caesar
The apex head of all the Christian Baptist church-

es in the state, the Nagaland Baptist Churches 
Council (NBCC) had launched the Clean Election 

Campaign in 2012 just before the then assembly elec-
tions in the state that was held in 2013. The intention 
of the movement was to rid the election malpractices 
that was quite prevalent in the state of Nagaland. The 
use of violence, illegal diktats, inducements, and bla-
tant buying and sale of votes had become so common 
during elections in Nagaland since the early eighties. 
During the launch of the campaign, the then NBCC 
leaders had stated that the laid down election code of 
conduct is good enough to conduct a clean and fair 
election. The campaign may not have achieved the 
desired effects in 2013 but it no doubt created an im-
pact at least in the form of awareness. Then campaign 
for the current elections picked up tempo by 2016 and 
it was considered quite successful in many areas. The 
NBCC had even gone official to state the mission was 
to awaken the conscience of the Naga people and to 
help them see election as a moral and spiritual issue 
to help eradicate corruption. So far so good, but then a 
confusion that was created because of the demand for 
‘solution before election’ and there was uncertainty in 
the air. The ECI went ahead with the announcement 
of elections on Jan. 18 and stated that the elections will 
be conducted as scheduled. The BJP then backed out 
of the memorandum that was signed by all the politi-
cal parties on Jan. 29 against the conduct of elections. 
It was no secret that in the meantime intense parleys 
and lobbying by different political parties, especially 
the NPF and the NDPP, were going on in their attempt 
to form an alliance with the BJP as elections looked 
imminent. At such a juncture, the NBCC first sounded 
the alarm bell in Mokokchung on Feb. 2 conspicuous-
ly directed at the BJP warning its followers to be ‘wary 
while supporting any political party with communal 
agendas’. The bigger surprise came when the Bharati-
ya Janata Party(BJP) announced its seat sharing alli-
ance with the newly launched Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party(NDPP) by discarding its long time 
ally the Naga People’s Front(NPF). The oldest regional 
party in the state its former avatar the United Demo-
cratic Front(UDF) had formed an alliance with the 
non-congress parties especially the Janata Party way 
back in the seventies. Then as NPF it formed an al-
liance with the BJP since 2003 and even won 7 seats 
that same year during the then assembly elections. 
Whether it was the seat sharing formula of the BJP-
NDPP alliance or some other unknown reasons, the 
NBCC jumped the gun and gave out one of its strong-
est letter to all the political parties directly attacking 
the BJP. After many years of the NBCC preaching its 
followers to abide by the election code of conduct es-
pecially in its clean election campaign it technically 
also violated the code. Along with many others in the 
list, the use of religion to induce voters or to prejudice 
election of any candidate is also a corrupt practice. 
The NBCC also seemed to have suddenly woken up 
to oppose the alliance because all these years it was 
silent when the BJP was in alliance with other political 
parties from the state. It is also a fact that Christian-
ity clearly talks about the separation of the state and 
religion and the teachings of Jesus Christ after whom 
the religion is named declared that his kingdom was 
not of the physical world. Any move to mix religion 
and politics would render the Church in Nagaland no 
better than the right wing Hindu organisations that 
has similar intentions. While not condoning the many 
crimes against Christians by right wing groups in the 
country, the church leaders in Nagaland should be 
able to forgive like the many Christians who publicly 
forgave for the crimes committed against them. Else 
when we rake up issues that are considered closed by 
the victims as well as the competent authorities it is 
nothing but hate speech with complete lack of piety. 
The young followers have already voiced out this time 
and it behoves the Church in Nagaland to retrospect 
else the day is not far when the present churches will 
be mere buildings without followers.

When God is our home, our hope is in Him.

W\hen Dr. Rishi Manchanda asks his patients, 
“Where do you live?” he’s looking for more than 
an address. He has seen a pattern. Those who 

come to him for help often live in conditions of environ-
mental stress. Molds, pests, and toxins are making them 
sick. So Dr. Manchanda has become an advocate of what 
he calls Upstream Doctors. These are health care work-
ers who, while providing urgent medical care, are work-
ing with patients and communities to get to the source of 
better health.

As Jesus healed those who came to Him (Matthew 
4:23–24), He lifted their eyes beyond the need for ur-
gent physical and material care. With His Sermon on the 
Mount He offered more than a medical miracle (5:1–12). 
Seven times Jesus described attitudes of mind and heart 
that reflect a well-being that begins with a new vision and 
promise of spiritual well-being (vv. 3–9). Two more times 
he called blessed those who experience relentless perse-
cution and find their hope and home in Him (vv. 10–12).

 Jesus’s words leave me wondering. Where am I liv-
ing? How aware am I of my need for a well-being that is 
greater than my urgent need for physical and material re-
lief? As I long for a miracle, do I embrace as enviable the 
poor, broken, hungry, merciful, peacemaking heart that 
Jesus calls blessed?

BIBLE READ:  MATTHEW 4:23–5:12 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Remain in me, as I also remain in you. John 15:4

DAILY
PATH

“A
ll else being equal, a 
heavier hummingbird 
should be slower to 
accelerate and not as 
good at making tight 

turns” – but that’s not what the study 
found.

It might seem like a brightly col-
oured insect just zapped by, but it 
is a hummingbird darting back and 
forth, weaving through bushes with-
out crashing, doing aerial acrobat-
ics. Watching a hummingbird flit and 
hover never ceases to amaze. Now, 
scientists have discovered some un-
expected elements of hummingbird 
flight. Larger and heavier species are 
more agile and can accelerate and 
rotate faster then their lighter cous-
ins. Understanding what makes these 
birds such great aerialists may help us 
design robots and aircraft with greater 
manoeuvrability.

Scientists have long studied these 
birds, found only in the Americas, to 
understand how they have such amaz-
ing flight capabilities, which is impor-
tant for them to find food and fight off 
predators. Several characteristics of 
the birds such their size, weight, and 
wing size are important in defining 
how they fly. One study recorded the 
flights of one species of humming-
bird in a large chamber to understand 
what trait is important in determin-
ing manoeuvrability. They found that 
birds with stronger muscles were able 
to manoeuvre, defined as the ability 
to rapidly change speed or direction, 
better, and wing shape or size did not 
seem to matter too much. But, that 
does not mean wing morphology is 
not important.

Another study compared several 
species of hummingbirds that lived 
at different elevations and found that 
birds living at higher elevations have 
evolved larger wings to compensate 
for the thinner air. However, this came 
at a loss of rapid flight ability. All such 
studies have suggested a lot of dif-
ferent traits play a role in determin-
ing how these birds fly and they vary 
across species.

To understand how all these differ-
ent characteristics affect humming-

bird manoeuvrability Paolo Segre of 
the University of British Columbia in 
Canada, now at Stanford University 
in California, trudged through several 
natural habitats of hummingbirds. 
Over several seasons, Segre led the 
efforts to track and film the different 
movements of the birds using com-
puter-aided vision in the Peruvian 
Amazon, Costa Rica, and the Andes in 
Ecuador. They studied over 200 hum-
mingbirds from 25 different species 
and recorded over 330,000 manoeu-
vres that included several repeats.

“Most hummingbird species are 
found in Central and South America 
and so we created a mobile laboratory 
setup that we could bring directly to 
them,” Segre told The Wire. But, it was 
not easy getting the system to work, es-
pecially in the Amazon, where the field 
site was accessible only by boat and 
the team had to deal with poisonous 
snakes and fend off curious monkeys.

Back in the lab, Segre’s colleague 
Roslyn Dakin, now at the Smithsonian 
Migratory Bird Center in Washington 
DC, worked to analyse the massive 
amounts of data generated. The team 
broke down flight into three different 
categories: straight-line motion such 
as accelerating and braking, rotation 
such as pitching up or down, and com-
plex turns such as arcing and a combi-
nation of rolling and sharply veering 
off in a new direction. By breaking 
down complex flight behaviour into 
geometrical categories Dakin was able 
to develop software to extract features 
and explain different aspects of flight. 
Using this framework they could now 
figure out what different characteris-
tics across species determine agility.

One key result was that larger 
hummingbirds were more agile than 
smaller birds on many aspects such 
as accelerating and rotating. This was 
surprising, says Dakin. “All else being 
equal, a heavier hummingbird should 
be slower to accelerate and not as good 
at making tight turns.” And previous 
studies have found that within the 
same species of birds and bats, putting 
on weight reduces flight performance. 
“Our results explain why larger hum-
mingbird species can outmanoeuvre 
smaller ones,” she says. That’s because 
these birds have evolved other traits 
that can compensate for the increased 

mass. They have stronger muscles that 
help in accelerating and developed 
larger wings that help faster rotation.

The researchers arrived at this un-
expected result because of the large 
amount of data they collected, across 
so many different species. “This is an 
extraordinary paper in many ways,” 
Bret Tobalske, a professor at the Uni-
versity of Montana in Missoula, Mon-
tana, who studies bird flight, told The 
Wire. “The major novelty is that they 
framed the research in a broad com-
parative, evolutionary context. It is 
extremely rare to have such a compre-
hensive data set that in turn permits 
tests of the evolutionary trajectories of 
traits and performance.”

Studying more species is also use-
ful because variation among different 
species is usually greater than those 
found within a species. So, how they 
fly and which manoeuvres they choose 
to use more also differs, which is turn 
depends on how differently they have 
evolved body structures and physiol-
ogy. Adaptation was especially promi-
nent because they found that species 
living in high and low elevations were 
equally agile, opposite to what they 
had seen before.

In a previous study, when they took 
the Anna’s hummingbird, a low eleva-
tion species, and observed how well it 
flew at higher elevations, they found 
the birds were not able to accelerate or 
turn as quickly because of the altitude. 
But, when tested on their own turf, 
the results turned out to be different. 
“The high elevation species were, on 
most measures, just as agile as the low 
elevation birds, suggesting that their 
morphology can compensate for the 
effects of altitude on some aspects of 
manoeuvring flight,” says Dakin. “The 
exception was the complex turns: low 
elevation species will turn on a dime 
more often, suggesting that there is 
at least one constraint of altitude that 
high elevation species haven’t over-
come.”

The team also found that the birds 
usually tended to repeat manoeuvres 
they were good at. Individuals who 
were good at a few manoeuvres like 
faster pitch rotations and tighter arc-
ing turns would use them more often.

Apart from the results for hum-
mingbird aerodynamics, the study 

also provides a general framework to 
conceptualize manoeuvrability. Ac-
cording to Dakin, the idea of break-
ing down movement data into ma-
noeuvres defined by their geometry 
is something that could be applied to 
any other animal.

In addition, Tobalske thinks the 
results could be used to test new hy-
potheses about the ecological distri-
bution and behaviour of humming-
birds. For example, in the mountains 
in Ecuador, several species of the birds 
are found close together at various 
heights. The results of the study have 
shown what traits underlie their flight 
ability and how the birds have adapted 
to their particular environment. These 
learnings, along with the developed 
framework, can be used to understand 
what rules govern the interaction of 
these various hummingbird commu-
nities.

Understanding what makes these 
birds so agile could also help us make 
robots and drones more manoeuvra-
ble so they can navigate complicated 
environments as easily as the birds 
do. According to Dakin, there may be 
biomedical applications too. Several 
disorders are related to loss of senso-
rimotor control. “We have shown that 
it’s possible to quantify complex be-
haviors using feature extraction. This 
may be a powerful technique in other 
systems, more broadly.”

Having observed individual hum-
mingbirds, the team is next interested 
in understanding how their agility 
helps during interactions with preda-
tors, mates, and competitors. Since it 
is clear that different types of move-
ments use different body traits, like 
more muscle and bigger wings, an-
other question they want to answer is 
what trade-offs occur because of such 
adaptations.

“In many ways our study is a first 
step because there is still a lot more 
information about free flight that we 
haven’t begun to consider, like the way 
the translation, rotation and turn ele-
ments are strung together to choreo-
graph sequences of manoeuvres,” says 
Dakin. “Our method provides a way to 
begin to do that.”

Lakshmi Supriya is a freelance 
science writer based in Bengaluru

W
ith crimes against wom-
en a feature in the de-
veloped as well as de-
veloping world, there 
is a pressing need for 

more female presence in the bench and 
bar than just a token few faces to ensure 
proper consideration and justice to the 
victims, says a prominent British woman 
jurist.

“Courts hear matters of rape, domes-
tic violence, harassment from (the per-
spective of) male experience... and the 
victims are shamed and blamed.

“There is a prevailing perception 
that these women are not good enough 
or have brought the trouble on them-
selves,” says Baroness Helena Kennedy, 
a Queen’s Counsel, and a human rights 
law, civil liberty and constitutional expert 
who has been involved in many high-
profile criminal cases -- including those 
with a terror element -- for over three 
decades.

The eminent lawyer has written about 
this aspect in “Eve was Framed: Women 
and British Justice” (1993) which argues 
that women taking recourse to law face 
judges’ prejudices, jurors’ misconcep-
tions, labyrinthine court procedures and 
media influence. She said this was due to 
the fact that women were not represent-
ed adequately in the institution. 

“There is a lack of women.. it was 
only recently (in October 2017) that the 
Supreme Court of the United Kingdom 
got its second woman judge (Jill Black) 
while a woman was elected its President 
(Brenda Marjorie Hale).

“Women lawyers are also less. Most 
chambers don’t even have a single wom-
an member and after the law requiring 
that they must have one at least, they 
have complied with it -- to have just one,” 
Baroness Kennedy, who was here for a lit-
erary festival, told IANS in an interview. 
She noted that the situation was similar 
in India.

She also stressed that just one or two 
appointments wouldn’t make a differ-
ence for these women get isolated, and 
it is also seen that the women selected 
or promoted are those “whom men feel 
comfortable with, women who are not 
difficult”.

“The system makes tweaks to help 

itself... the system is itself the problem, 
since its run mostly by men.

“We don’t need just one or two wom-
en... a critical mass must be reached, a 
quantum leap is needed,” said Kennedy, 
who has also written and broadcast on a 
wide range of issues, from medical negli-
gence to terrorism to the rights of wom-
en and children.

She also contended that women also 
suffer in crimes against them with even 
police don’t seeing them as “serious 
crimes” while a woman who walks out 
of an abusive or violent relationship is at 
the same or even more risk.

And domestic violence is not limited 
to tradition-bound societies in the devel-
oping world but also crops up in many 
parts of the developed world, including 
Britain.

Kennedy, who is also on the board 
of the prestigious Booker Prize, recalled 
that once they were holding an event in 
Spain where the topic of domestic vio-
lence came up.

While many Spanish women con-
fessed to having faced it or knowing 
someone who had, they were surprised 
to know it was a problem in Britain too. 
“They didn’t think it happened in Eng-
land too,” she said.

She also noted the Harvey Weinstein 
scandal in Hollywood and the Jimmy 
Savile scandal earlier in her own country, 
where the DJ, television and radio per-
sonality faced multitudes of complaints 
after his death in 2011, had also “opened 
up the problems of abuse at the work-
place” and this was also due to the lack of 
women in top positions.

“These are more vile as women are 
more powerless, very vulnerable... There 
are only a few women in top positions, 
say Sheryl Sandberg of Facebook, but 
there is no women among the billion-
aires,” she said.

But Kennedy said that she was hope-
ful that the future would be different.

“Women are increasingly going into 
higher education... they are not standing 
for lower status, they are more confident, 
more expressive. It is also needed that 
good men call out against it... there are 
already men who treat women as equals 
in workplaces.

“It won’t happen overnight... but will, 
with cumulative effect, become a tsuna-
mi,” she said.

Source: IANS

W
hile calcium helps to 
build and protect your 
bones, excess levels of 
the mineral in brain 
cells may lead to the 

formation of toxic clusters that are the 
hallmark of Parkinson’s disease, finds a 
study.

Parkinson’s disease is a neurode-
generative disease that is caused when 
naturally occurring proteins fold into 
the wrong shape and stick together 
with other proteins in the brain, even-
tually forming thin filament-like struc-
tures called amyloid fibrils.

These amyloid deposits of aggre-
gated alpha-synuclein, also known as 
Lewy bodies, are the sign of Parkinson’s 
disease.

The study found that calcium can 
mediate the interaction between small 
membranous structures inside nerve 
endings -- important for neuronal 
signalling in the brain, and alpha-sy-
nuclein -- the protein associated with 
Parkinson’s disease.

Excess levels of either calcium or al-
pha-synuclein may be what starts the 
chain reaction that leads to the death 
of brain cells. 

“This is the first time we’ve seen 
that calcium influences the way al-
pha-synuclein interacts with synaptic 

vesicles,” said lead author Janin Lau-
tenschlager from University of Cam-
bridge. 

“We think that alpha-synuclein 
is almost like a calcium sensor. In the 
presence of calcium, it changes its 
structure and how it interacts with its 
environment, which is likely very im-
portant for its normal function,” Lau-
tenschlager added.

In the study, the team isolated syn-
aptic vesicles -- part of the nerve cells 
that store the neurotransmitters which 
send signals from one nerve cell to an-
other.

The findings, published in the jour-
nal Nature Communications, showed 
that in neurons calcium plays a role in 
the release of neurotransmitters. 

They also found a fine balance be-
tween calcium and alpha-synuclein in 
the cell. When there is too much of one 
or the other, the balance is tipped and 
aggregation begins, leading to Parkin-
son’s disease.

Understanding the role of alpha-
synuclein may aid in the development 
of new treatments for Parkinson’s dis-
ease, while research also suggested 
that drugs developed to block calcium, 
for use in heart disease might also have 
potential against Parkinson’s disease.

Source: IANS

I
ndia will host the World En-
vironment Day 2018, Union 
Environment Minister Harsh 
Vardhan and United Nations 
Environment Program chief 

Erik Solheim said on Monday.
The theme for the World Envi-

ronment Day-2018, held every year 
on June 5, is “Beat Plastic Pollution”. 
Canada hosted the event in 2017.

Calling the announcement the 
“beginning of the end of plastic”, 
Harsh Vardhan said the ministry will 
take the lead in discouraging the use 
of plastic.

“For India, World Environment 
Day 2018 is not a symbolic celebra-
tion but a mission,” the Minister 
said, adding that environmental is-

sues are not merely technical but 
real moral issues.

Voicing concern over the oceans 
being polluted due to plastic, Erik 
Solheim said that plastic pollution 
is a huge environment and health is-
sue.

“When big plastics degrade into 
small pieces, it gets into the ocean. 
Small plastic particles are eaten by 
fish. We eat fish and the plastic gets 
into our body. So plastic pollution is 
a huge environment and health is-
sue,” Erik Solheim said.

Meanwhile, Harsh Vardhan also 
launched the first electric charging 
facility at the Lodhi Road UN office -- 
the first ever in a UN office in India.

Source: IANS
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Judiciary Needs More 
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Sex and romance are 
very much on your mind today, Aries. You’re feel-
ing especially passionate, and your emotions are 
rich and deep. At times like this you’re likely to 
want to concentrate on your own pleasure, yet it’s 

important to be sensitive to your partner as well. Racy novels 
and movies could be especially appealing, and you might toy 
with the idea of shopping at Victoria’s Secret. Go for it!.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): A family member 
could be feeling a little down, Taurus, and you may 
be tempted to give him or her a pep talk to get 
them going again. Don’t. They won’t respond to 

it, and this could create tension in the home. Your own self-
confidence is probably at an all-time low. You tend to be your 
own worst critic in the best of times, but today you’re a bit 
confused. Try to be fair to everyone around you, especially 
yourself.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Too much exposure 
to books, newspapers, and computers today could 
produce eyestrain headaches, Gemini, so try to ex-
ercise a little caution when working with small print 

or computer text. Thoughts of love and romance could inter-
fere with your ability to do your work effectively. You may be 
tempted to spend most of your time on the phone. We all have 
days like this, so don’t fight it. Just make sure you’re feeling 
great when the evening rolls around!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): By nature you’re a 
master psychologist, Cancer and you don’t need 
to know someone well to accurately assess his or 
her thoughts and motives. Today this ability goes 
far beyond psychology and borders on the psychic. 

People’s feelings may jump out at you. Reading newspaper 
headlines gives you uncanny ideas about the future. You could 
also experience some intense and vivid dreams. Make a careful 
record of the symbols in your dreams. You’ll be surprised at 
what they tell you.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): An emotional issue with a 
family member could have you wanting to run away 
and hide, Leo. Don’t fight the urge. This may be just 
what you need in order to clear your mind regarding 

the problem and heal your wounded psyche before you face this 
person again. You might also receive some rather disconcert-
ing revelations about yourself and old traumas that you’ve long 
since forgotten. Don’t fight these either. Simply release them.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Emotional issues rooted 
in the past could leave you feeling inhibited today, 
Virgo. You might also be a bit more touchy than 
usual and see insult where none is intended. Curb 

the impulse to take offense. Try to confront and release the old 
issues or at least promise yourself you’ll deal with them later. 
Then be very sweet to your entourage. You should be feeling 
more positive by day’s end.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Friction or other trouble 
on the job could cause you to want to quit, Libra, 
but worries about money might keep you from do-
ing it. You definitely need to reassess your situa-
tion. Perhaps a change of position is just what you 

need now. You may have untapped talents that could make 
you more marketable, and you might also want to train those 
talents. Think about this! And if you really think you want a 
change, go for it.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  Your self-confidence 
could well be in the pits today, Scorpio. Mistakes 
from the past could come back to haunt you, and 
you may be momentarily overcome by the fear that 

you’ll make similar errors again. Force yourself to be objective 
before you drive yourself crazy. It could cause you some un-
necessary problems. Try to realize that you’re unique and that 
you have skills and talents that set you apart from everyone.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  Generally, you 
tend to be a very physically oriented person, Sagit-
tarius, but today you’re more likely to want to look 
within, perhaps to experiment with your own psy-

chic abilities or study spiritual concepts. You also might find 
yourself more interested than usual in the arts, particularly that 
which comes from other cultures. You’ll be far more contem-
plative today than usual. It might prove enlightening to write 
down your thoughts.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Financial consid-
erations could delay the start of a new project that 
you’ve wanted to begin for a long time, Capricorn. 
Perhaps you don’t quite have the funds you need, 

or maybe the cost is a bit higher than you expected. Don’t sink 
into despair. This is only another temporary delay. Tighten the 
budget and make substitutions. Use your innate ingenuity to 
work around it and the project should be right on schedule.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): The day may be tem-
porarily plagued by scandal of some sort, Aquarius. 
Some of your entourage, particularly women, may 
gather in conspiratorial gossip. Your curiosity will 
definitely be aroused, but don’t be tempted to join 

them. There is more to the situation than meets the eye, and 
you’ll want to know all the facts before jumping to conclusions. 
Concentrate on your own interests and worry about the scandal 
later!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  You’re intuitive by na-
ture, Pisces, but today you’re likely to have a rush 
of psychic premonitions. Insights into your own 
character could bring old traumas to the surface so 

you can release them. Your dreams could be especially vivid 
and rather disconcerting, although not in a negative way. Write 
them down. Your aesthetic sense is also very high. Don’t be 
surprised if you discover that you’re rather partial to Impres-
sionist art!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Andrew Barron | The Wire

David M. Pritchard, Lyn Carson 
The Conversation

T
he fossil fuel era won’t last 
forever. And a new set of 
countries will find their re-
serves of lithium, copper and 
rare earth metals are in high 

demand.
Imagine a world where every coun-

try has not only complied with the Paris 
climate agreement but has moved away 
from fossil fuels entirely. How would 
such a change affect global politics?

The 20th century was dominated by 
coal, oil and natural gas, but a shift to 
zero-emission energy generation and 
transport means a new set of elements 
will become key. Solar energy, for in-
stance, still primarily uses silicon tech-
nology, for which the major raw mate-
rial is the rock quartzite. 

Lithium represents the key limit-
ing resource for most batteries – while 
rare earth metals, in particular “lantha-
nides” such as neodymium, are required 
for the magnets in wind turbine genera-
tors. Copper is the conductor of choice 
for wind power, being used in the gener-
ator windings, power cables, transform-
ers and inverters.

In considering this future it is neces-
sary to understand who wins and loses 
by a switch from carbon to silicon, cop-
per, lithium, and rare earth metals.

The countries which dominate the 
production of fossil fuels will mostly be 
familiar: (See Table)

The list of countries that would be-
come the new “renewables superpow-
ers” contains some familiar names, but 
also a few wild cards. 

The largest reserves of quartzite (for 
silicon production) are found in China, 
the US, and Russia – but also Brazil and 
Norway. The US and China are also ma-
jor sources of copper, although their re-
serves are decreasing, which has pushed 
Chile, Peru, Congo and Indonesia to the 
fore.

Chile also has, by far, the largest 
reserves of lithium, ahead of China, 
Argentina and Australia. Factoring in 
lower-grade “resources” – which can’t 
yet be extracted – bumps Bolivia and 

the US onto the list. Finally, rare earth 
resources are greatest in China, Russia, 
Brazil – and Vietnam.

Of all the fossil fuel producing coun-
tries, it is the US, China, Russia and 
Canada that could most easily transi-
tion to green energy resources. In fact it 
is ironic that the US, perhaps the coun-
try most politically resistant to change, 
might be the least affected as far as raw 
materials are concerned. But it is im-
portant to note that a completely new 

set of countries will also find their natu-
ral resources are in high demand.

An OPEC for renewables?
The Organization of the Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries (OPEC) is a group of 
14 nations that together contain almost 
half the world’s oil production and most 

of its reserves. It is possible that a relat-
ed group could be created for the ma-
jor producers of renewable energy raw 
materials, shifting power away from the 
Middle East and towards central Africa 
and, especially, South America.

This is unlikely to happen peacefully. 
Control of oilfields was a driver behind 
many 20th-century conflicts and, go-
ing back further, European colonisation 
was driven by a desire for new sources of 
food, raw materials, minerals and – later 

– oil. The switch to renewable energy 
may cause something similar. As a new 
group of elements become valuable for 
turbines, solar panels or batteries, rich 
countries may ensure they have secure 
supplies through a new era of colonisa-
tion.

China has already started what may 

be termed “economic colonisation”, 
setting up major trade agreements to 
ensure raw material supply. In the past 
decade it has made a massive invest-
ment in African mining, while more 
recent agreements with countries such 
as Peru and Chile have spread Beijing’s 
economic influence in South America.

Or a new era of colonisation?
Given this background, two versions of 
the future can be envisaged. The first 

possibility is the evolution of a new 
OPEC-style organisation with the pow-
er to control vital resources including 
silicon, copper, lithium, and lantha-
nides. The second possibility involves 
21st-century colonisation of developing 
countries, creating super-economies. In 
both futures there is the possibility that 

rival nations could cut off access to vi-
tal renewable energy resources, just as 
major oil and gas producers have done 
in the past.

On the positive side there is a signifi-
cant difference between fossil fuels and 
the chemical elements needed for green 
energy. Oil and gas are consumable 
commodities. Once a natural gas power 
station is built, it must have a continu-
ous supply of gas or it stops generating. 
Similarly, petrol-powered cars require 
a continued supply of crude oil to keep 
running.

In contrast, once a wind farm is built, 
electricity generation is only dependent 
on the wind (which won’t stop blowing 
any time soon) and there is no continu-
ous need for neodymium for the mag-
nets or copper for the generator wind-
ings. In other words solar, wind, and 
wave power require a one-off purchase 
in order to ensure long-term secure en-
ergy generation.

The shorter lifetime of cars and elec-
tronic devices means that there is an 
ongoing demand for lithium. Improved 
recycling processes would potentially 
overcome this continued need. Thus, 
once the infrastructure is in place ac-
cess to coal, oil or gas can be denied, 
but you can’t shut off the sun or wind. It 
is on this basis that the US Department 
of Defense sees green energy as key to 
national security.

A country that creates green energy 
infrastructure, before political and eco-
nomic control shifts to a new group of 
“world powers”, will ensure it is less sus-
ceptible to future influence or to being 
held hostage by a lithium or copper gi-
ant. 

But late adopters will find their 
strategy comes at a high price. Finally, 
it will be important for countries with 
resources not to sell themselves cheaply 
to the first bidder in the hope of mak-
ing quick money – because, as the major 
oil producers will find out over the next 
decades, nothing lasts forever.

Andrew Barron, Sêr Cymru Chair of 
Low Carbon Energy and Environment, 

Swansea University.

T
oday elected representatives take the 
tough decisions about public finances 
behind closed doors. In doing so, demo-
cratic politicians rely on the advice of fi-
nancial bureaucrats, who, often, cater to 

the political needs of the elected government. Poli-
ticians rarely ask voters what they think of budget 
options. They are no better at explaining the rea-
sons for a budget. Explanations are usually no more 
than vacuous phrases, such as “jobs and growth” 
or “on the move”. They never explain the difficult 
trade-offs that go into a budget nor their overall fi-
nancial reasoning.

This reluctance to explain public finances was 
all too evident during the global financial crisis.

In Australia, Britain and France, centre-left gov-
ernments borrowed huge sums in order to maintain 
private demand and, in one case, to support private 
banks. In each country these policies helped a lot to 
minimise the crisis’s human costs.

Yet, in the elections that followed the centre-
left politicians that had introduced these policies 
refused properly to justify them. They feared that 
voters would not tolerate robust discussion about 
public finances. Without a justification for their 
generally good policies each of these government 
was defeated by centre-right opponents.

In most democracies there is the same underly-
ing problem: elected representatives do not believe 
that voters can tolerate the financial truth. They as-
sume that democracy is not good at managing pub-
lic finances. For them it can only balance the budget 
by leaving voters in the dark.

For decades, we, independently, have studied 
democracy today and in the ancient past. We have 
learned that this assumption is dead wrong. There 
are more and more examples of how involving ordi-
nary voters results in better budgets.

In 1989, councils in poor Brazilian towns be-
gan to involve residents in setting budgets. This 
participatory budgeting soon spread throughout 
South America. It has now been successfully tried 
in Germany, Spain, Italy, Portugal, Sweden, the 
United States, Poland and Australia, and some pi-
lot projects were set up in France too. Participatory 
budgeting is based on the clear principle that those 
who will be most affected by a tough budget should 
be involved in setting it.

In spite of such successful democratic experi-
ments, elected representatives still shy away from 
involving ordinary voters in setting budgets. This is 
very different from what happened in ancient Ath-
ens 2,500 years ago.

How the ancient Athenians did it
In Athenian democracy ordinary citizens actually 
set the budget. This ancient Greek state had a solid 
budget, in spite of, or, we would say, because of the 
involvement of the citizens in taking tough budget 
decisions.

Ancient Athens was incredibly successful state. 
It developed democracy to a higher level than any 
other did before modern times. It was the leading 
cultural innovator of classical times. Democratic 
Athens quickly became a military superpower. 
These successes did not come cheaply. They de-
pended on Athenian democracy’s ability to raise 
new taxes and to control public spending.

Athenian democracy required frank discussions 
about this public spending. This requirement lay 

at the heart of its surprising success at balancing 
budgets. In this direct democracy assembly-goers 
voted for or against each policy. The Athenian as-
sembly met forty times per year. Twenty percent of 
voters always turned up. There was thus a big dif-
ference from now: ordinary citizens regularly at-
tended meetings to discuss and to decide on public 
finances.

Athenian assembly-goers expected a politician 
who supported a policy to estimate its cost accu-
rately. He had to demonstrate whether it was afford-
able. Often he faced the counter arguments of rival 
politicians that it was not affordable. In response he 
had to say how the cost could be reduced or a new 
tax introduced.

In ancient Athens politicians certainly did not 
believe that ordinary voters could not tolerate the 
financial truth. They often convinced voters to in-
crease taxes or to cut benefits for the sake of the 
greater good.

Setting the budget today
Today, in most participatory budgeting exercises, 
ordinary voters usually deliberate about only a por-
tion of a budget. In 2014, however, a local council 
in Australia ran it differently. The City of Melbourne 
asked a group of ordinary people to help to set the 
entire budget of 2.5 billion euros. This group was a 
randomly selected cross section of local residents. 
The council gave this group complete access to the 
council’s financial records and financial bureau-
crats.

Over three months these ordinary voters had reg-
ular meetings about this budget. After forty hours of 
deliberation, they were able to agree on spending 
priorities and to make recommendations about lo-
cal taxes. They came up with budget solutions that 

no one had thought of before deliberating.
To everyone’s surprise these ordinary voters rec-

ommended tax increases and even the selling of 
under-utilised public assets. They also set limits for 
such asset sales: they judged that waste collection 
was a vital service for the local community and so 
should never be sold. The City of Melbourne largely 
incorporated what this group had worked out into 
its ten-year budget.

Three important lessons
From these two examples we can draw three im-
portant lessons. First, rigorous public debate about 
public finances is essential. In ancient Athens frank 
discussion weeded out unaffordable policies. It 
laid the groundwork for the tax increases that were 
needed to fund other policies. In Melbourne the 
debates of ordinary citizens helped the council to 
increase local taxes and to keep important services 
in public hands.

Second, elected representatives should not fear 
telling voters the financial truth. Involving ordinary 
voters in public-finance debates actually helps to 
build consensus for tough reforms. Athenian voters 
did not punish politicians for higher taxes because 
they were the ones that had voted for them in the 
first place.

Third, ancient Greek democracy was surprising-
ly good at successfully resolving budgetary crises.

As long as modern politicians are brave enough 
candidly to speak about public finances, there is no 
reason why contemporary democracies cannot mir-
ror the Athenian experience. Instead of trying to sell 
their budgets with vacuous phrases, elected repre-
sentatives would do better to speak openly about 
budget problems and to listen to the good solutions 
that ordinary voters have.

Meet the New ‘Renewable Superpowers’: Nations 
That Boss the Materials Used for Wind and Solar

When Citizens Set The Budget: Lessons From Ancient Greece



NEWS IN BRIEF
Army foils BAT attack on LoC; 
intruder killed
Jammu, Feb. 19 (IANS): A Border Action Team 
(BAT) attack from across the Line of Control (LoC) 
in Jammu and Kashmir’s Poonch district has been 
foiled and one intruder killed while two Indian 
soldiers were injured, defence sources on Monday. 
Defence Ministry sources said a BAT attack took 
place on Sunday evening in Gulpur area with the as-
sistance of Pakistani Army that gave protective cover 
by using small arms, automatics and mortars. “After 
noticing suspicious movement, the alert troops im-
mediately engaged the BAT group. One intruder was 
killed while two of our soldiers were injured in this 
operation. “The BAT team was seen retreating to the 
Pakistani post on the LoC. The body of the intruder 
was recovered. He was wearing combat fatigues,” the 
source said. A large cache of arms and ammunition 
was recovered from the intruder. BAT groups are 
highly trained and motivated militants supported by 
Pakistan Army to carry out attacks on Indian patrol 
parties and pickets across the LoC.

India, Indonesia joint military 
drill begins in Bandung
Jakarta, Feb. 19 (IANS): The Indian and Indonesian 
armies on Monday began the sixth edition of their 
annual military exercises in the West Java province of 
the archipelago country. The opening ceremony of 
the two-week Garuda Shakti military drill between 
the Special Forces of the Indian Army and the In-
donesian Army was held at Bandung. The exercises 
will include experience sharing in counter-terrorism 
operations, close quarter combat, and other areas of 
special operations, an official statement said. “This 
joint exercise between Indian and Indonesian Special 
Forces highlights the increasing trust and coopera-
tion between the two armies.” Indian Ambassador 
to Indonesia Pradeep Kumar Rawat attended the 
opening ceremony along with Indonesian military 
officers. Indonesia Defence Minister General Ryami-
zard Ryacudu visited India last month for the Biennial 
Defence Ministers Dialogue in New Delhi. The two 
sides renewed their commitment to deepen defence 
and security exchanges.

Lawyers begin eight day strike in 
western UP 
Muzaffarnagar (UP), Feb. 19 (PTI): Judicial work 
came to a standstill in several districts of western Ut-
tar Pradesh as the lawyers began an eight day strike 
demanding setting up of a bench of Allahabad High 
Court in western part of the state. The lawyers of the 
western districts of the state have long been demand-
ing setting up of a bench of the high court in any of 
the districts in the region for the convenience of the 
litigants, Rohitash Aggarwal, president of an action 
committee of the state high court, said. “We will be on 
a strike till February 26,” Moradabad Bar Association 
president, Bublee Sinha, said.

Mentally challenged person shot 
dead near J&K Air Force station
Srinagar, Feb. 19 (IANS): A mentally challenged 
person was shot dead when he entered the security 
area of an Air Force station in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Badgam district, police said on Monday. “The 
incident took place late Sunday night. The victim 
crossed the security fence and came close to the 
station perimeter wall. Despite repeated warnings 
from the sentry, the individual did not stop.  “When 
he did not budge, the sentry fired towards him. The 
victim is yet to be identified,” a police official said.  
Spot examination revealed that the person was not 
wearing shoes or proper winter clothing and had no 
identity cards

Journalist who wrote about Parrikar’s 
health barred from Goa assembly
Panaji, Feb. 19 (IANS): A journalist was on Mon-
day barred from entering the precincts of the Goa 
legislative assembly, two days after he sent across 
a message about Chief Minister Manohar Parrikar’s 
ill-health and later retracted it. Harish Volvoikar, 
who runs GoaJunction.com, was stopped by the 
security personnel on Monday morning, on the first 
day of the budget session. “I am not being allowed 
to enter the assembly complex, arbitrarily. I have 
the required security pass to enter the assembly 
complex as I have been (having) for the last few 
years,” Volvoikar told reporters at the assembly com-
plex. The journalist also had a confrontation with 
Atmaram Barve, Officer on Special Duty to the Goa 
Speaker Pramod Sawant over the issue. Speaking 
to reporters, Barve did not deny barring Volvoikar 
from the assembly complex. “We will discuss with 
the Speaker,” Barve said. When questioned about 
the reasons why barred Volvoikar from entering the 
assembly complex Speaker Pramod Sawant said: 
“Who is he?”  He also said, that he would look into 
the issue. On Saturday, GoaJunction.com had re-
leased a news message about Parrikar’s failing health 
and later retracted it.

Family tries to poison girl for ‘honour’ 
Muzaffarnagar, Feb. 19 (PTI): A minor girl’s father 
and uncle have been booked for allegedly trying to 
poison her after she married a man of her choice in 
Muzaffarnagar district, police said today. The girl’s 
father and uncle have been absconding after a police 
complaint was registered against them yesterday. The 
girl has been admitted to a hospital in the district, 
they said. According to police, the girl had married a 
man against the wishes of her family and the family 
members tried to poison her when she came to their 
residence in Ladhwala area.

Politics a gutter, anyone can 
come— Alagiri on Stalin son’s foray
Virudhunagar (TN), Feb. 19 (PTI): Expelled DMK 
leader and former union minister M K Alagiri today 
took a dig at his nephew Udhayanidhi Stalin’s politi-
cal foray, saying politics was a ‘gutter’ and anybody 
can enter it. He was responding to a question from 
reporters near here on recent comments of Udhaya-
nidhi, son of DMK working President and Alagiri’s 
younger brother M K Stalin, that he was already in 
politics. “Politics is a gutter and anyone can enter 
politics,” he said. Alagiri, Madurai-based elder son 
of DMK patriarch M Karunanidhi, was expelled from 
the party in 2014 on charges anti-party activities, 
capping the sibbling rivalry in involving him and 
M K Stalin.
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Arrested PNB officials illegally accessed 
Level-5 SWIFT password, shared it with firm 

Documents show larger conspiracy 
behind Gandhi’s murder; SC told

Modi takes on Siddaramaiah 
on corruption on his home turf 

Gujarat gives in to major land demands of Dalits

India to host World Environment Day

Centre seeks modification of SC 
direction on DGPs appointments

Freedom of speech needs checks 
to protect others’ rights — VP 

Pandit new Indian Naval Academy chief

PTI

Narendra Modi (File Photo)

R.B.Pandit

New Delhi, Feb. 19 (IANS): A 
former deputy manager of Pun-
jab National Bank (PNB), ar-
rested in the fraud case, has 
told investigators that he had 
unauthorisedly obtained Level-5 
password to the SWIFT system 
to authorise issuance of money 
through Letters of Undertaking 
(LoUs) and Foreign Letters of 
Credit (FLCs).

Gokulnath Shetty made the 
startling revelations when sleuths 
of Central Bureau of Investigation 
questioned him about the modus 
operandi of providing guarantee 
to other banks under the LoUs 
and issuance of enhanced FLCs.

He also told the investigators 
that he shared the password with 
other individuals, essentially 
employees, as well as directors of 

Nirav Modi’s company.
The Level-5 password was 

the key allowing him to reach 
out to several banks to release 
the money to the Nirav Modi 
and Gitanjali groups through the 
SWIFT system, which, according 
to PNB. amounted to a fraud of Rs 
11,300 crore. 

SWIFT or Society for World-
wide Interbank Financial Tele-
communication, headquartered 
in Belgium, provides a network 
to enable financial institutions 
to send and receive information 
about financial transactions 
in a secure and standardised 
manner.

An LoU is a guarantee by 
the bank that should the bor-
rower default on repayment, it 
would pay back the money to 

the original lender. An FLC is a 
sort of guarantee to a third part or 
vendor that money for the goods 
supplied would be paid.

Meanwhile, the CBI on Mon-
day continued examining several 
PNB officials, besides question-
ing four employees of diamond 
merchant Nirav Modi’s firms 
including Vipul Ambani and 
Ravi Gupta, both Chief Financial 
Officers, Saurabh Sharma, Presi-
dent, Finance Division and Sub-
hash Parab, Finance Executive in 
connection with the multi-crore 
bank fraud, an official said.

The CBI examined Ambani 
and 13 PNB officials, includ-
ing some upto then General 
Manager rank officials, to find 
out about the irregularities in 
fraudulent issuance of LoUs and 

FLCs in favour of companies of 
Nirav Modi and his uncle Mehul 
Choksi.

Ambani, son of Dhirub-
hai Ambani’s younger brother 
Natubhai Ambani, was also ques-
tioned by the CBI officials on 
Sunday for over eight hours in 
Mumbai. He is the CFO of Nirav 
Modi’s firm Firestar. 

The agency has also sealed 
the bank’s second largest outlet 
-- Brady House Branch in Mum-
bai -- where the fraud had taken 
place.

While the CBI is scrutinising 
the details of LoUs and FLCs 
submitted by the PNB, the bank’s 
head office too has scrutinised 
the documents and submitted a 
report to the CBI.

The CBI’s move comes after 

the agency on Saturday arrested 
former PNB Deputy Manager 
Shetty, Single Window Operator 
Manoj Kharat and Nirav Modi 
group’s authorised signatory He-
mand Bhat. 

The scam surfaced when of-
ficials of Nirav Modi and Mehul 
Choksi groups approached the 
PNB’s Brady House Branch in 
January to seek LoU for making 
payments to suppliers. Shetty 
had retired last May and the new 
PNB officials demanded margin 
money to issue the LoUs. 

However, they were told by 
Nirav Modi group officials that 
they had been getting such a 
facility for years without any 
margin money. Once the PNB 
officials checked, the whole fraud 
unravelled. 

New Delhi, Feb. 19 (IANS): 
Pankaj Phadnis, who has 
sought the reopening of a 
probe into the assassina-
tion of Mahatma Gandhi, 
on Monday told the Su-
preme Court that he has 
accessed documents that 
show a “larger conspiracy” 
behind the murder.

Mumbai-based Phad-
nis told the bench of Justice 
S.A. Bobde and Justice L. 
Nageswara Rao that he 
has obtained documents, 
which the Indian govern-
ment had banned here, 
from the Library of Con-
gress in New York and 
sought permission to file 
them.

“ T h e  d o c u m e n t s 
show larger conspiracy 
behind the murder of 
Mahatma Gandhi. The 
Government of India 
had banned these docu-
ments in India. I got it 
from Library of Congress, 

New York, and it’s in a 
sealed cover,” he said.

Phadnis -- a researcher 
and a trustee of Abhinav 
Bharat, a right wing organi-
sation -- said he has filed a 
plea in the Bombay High 
Court for lifting the ban on 
the documents.

The bench asked him 
to file an application before 
the court giving details of 
the documents he wanted 
to file.

The court then posted 
the matter for hearing on 
March 6.

During the hearing, 
Phadnis also told the court 
that he has sought opinion 
from a senior attorney in 
New York, who has 40 years 
of experience, and as per 
him forensic technologies 
were available to exam-
ine old documents like a 
photograph of Gandhi, 
published in a newspaper 
on January 31, 1948 which 

shows four wounds on his 
body.

The court was hearing 
the plea which seeks reo-
pening of the investigation 
on several grounds, claim-
ing it was one of the biggest 
cover-ups in history.

The court had earlier 
asked Phadnis to satisfy it 
on the aspects of delay and 
his locus to raise this issue. 
The bench had made it 
clear that it would go only 
by law and not the stature 
of the person involved in 
the case.

Senior advocate Am-
arendra Sharan, appointed 
amicus curiae to assist the 
court in the case, had said 
that there was no need to 
re-investigate it as the con-
spiracy behind the murder 
and identity of assailant 
Nathuram Vinayak Godse, 
who had fired the bullets, 
have already been duly 
established.

Mysuru, Feb. 19 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi today lashed out at 
the Siddaramaiah govern-
ment on the corruption 
issue, saying new scams 
and charges of corruption 
were emerging “every day” 
under it.

Addressing a BJP pub-
lic rally here, Modi said 
that after he levelled a “10 
per cent commission” 
charge against the Sid-
daramaiah government, 
he received many calls 
saying his information was 
incorrect and it was much 
more.

“I can understand the 
anger of the people of Kar-
nataka,” he said, asking 
whether the state wanted a 
“commission or a mission 
government.”

Karnataka, he said, 
wants a “mission govern-
ment” and not a “commis-
sion government.”

In a stinging attack on 
the Siddaramaiah gov-
ernment at a public rally 
here on February 4, Modi 
had accused it of setting 

Mumbai, Feb. 19 (PTI): Freedom 
of speech needed some regula-
tion to protect the rights of others, 
Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu 
said today, adding that while dis-
sent was acceptable, “disintegra-
tion” was not.

Speaking at a platinum jubilee 
celebration event of the R A Podar 
College of Commerce and Eco-
nomics here, Naidu said, “There 
is freedom of speech, but it needs 
some regulations to protect the 
rights of others as well.” “Dissent 
is agreeable, but disintegration 
cannot be allowed of the country. 
This should be understood by 
one and all. Disintegration, no 
country can accept.

“There are some things that 
make me worry...There are 740 
universities in the country. Out 
of those, 730 are very peaceful. 
Only a few universities have some 
problems. They were in the news 
for unnecessary controversies,” 

he added, without naming any 
institution. “Somewhere, a uni-
versity organised a beef festival. 
If you want to eat, you can eat, 
but why organise a festival in the 
college and hurt the sentiments 
of others? There were some stu-
dents, who even praised terrorist 
Afzal Guru,” Naidu said.

In an apparent reference to 
the slogans advocating India’s 
disintegration, which were alleg-
edly shouted at the Jawaharlal 
Nehru University (JNU) in Delhi, 
the vice-president said the talk of 
disintegration had come against 
the backdrop of “one of our neigh-
bours aiding, abetting, funding 
and training terrorists and send-
ing (them) here”.

“I need not explain the dan-
gers of terror to the people of 
Mumbai, who have gone through 
26/11 (terror attacks),” he said.

India is one of the fastest 
growing economies with a pre-

dominantly young population 
and the World Bank as well as 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) have predicted that it will 
be the third largest economy in 
the world in seven years, Naidu 
pointed out.

At the same time, after 70 
years of independence, 25 per 
cent of the population was still 
below the poverty line and an 
equal percentage of people could 
not read or write, he said.

“There is also social discrimi-
nation in our country, based on 
caste and gender. We have created 
these artificial barriers. Caste had 
come (into being) on account of 
professions. Now, the professions 
are changing. People are becom-
ing knowledgeable and doing 
businesses which were not done 
earlier. The king is now replaced 
by a prime minister, through a 
democratic process,” the vice 
president said.

New Delhi, Feb. 19 (IANS): 
Vice Admiral R.B. Pandit 
on Monday took over as 
the Commandant of the 
Indian Naval Academy, 
Ezhimala.

Pandit, whose last as-
signment was the Flag Of-
ficer Commanding West-
ern Fleet at Mumbai, was 
promoted to the rank of 
Vice Admiral on Monday 
before he took charge as 
the sixth Commandant of 
the Academy.

An anti-submarine 
warfare expert, he has com-
manded INS Nirghat, INS 
Vindhyagiri, INS Jalashwa 
and the 22nd Missile Vessel 
Squadron at Mumbai in 
the past. He has also served 
as the Naval Adviser at the 
Indian High Commission 
in Islamabad. 

He is an alumnus of the 
National Defence Acade-
my, Khadakvasala; Defence 
Services Staff College Wel-
lington; College of Naval 
Warfare, Mumbai and the 
Royal College of Defence 

Studies, London. 
Pandit took charge 

from Vice Admiral S.V. 
Bhokare, who completed 
his 15 months long tenure 
on Monday. 

Bhokare, who had 
taken over as head of the 
Indian Naval Academy on 
October 20, 2016, is credit-
ed with ushering a “marked 
transformation” in infra-

structure and training fa-
cilities at the Academy. 

It was during Bhokare’s 
tenure that the Academy 
won the prestigious Bakshi 
Cup competition, held be-
tween all six major military 
academies including Na-
tional Defence Academy 
(NDA) and Indian Military 
Academy (IMA), for the 
first time. 

new records in corrup-
tion and asserted that the 
countdown for its exit has 
begun.

“The Congress govern-
ment is at the exit gate,” 
Modi had said, while dub-
bing the Siddaramaiah 
rule a “10 per cent com-
mission government.”

In his second rally 
this month in poll-bound 
Karnataka, Modi said the 
Congress, wherever it was 
in power, were acting like 
“bumps” in the path of 
speedy progress and the 
party only cared for power 

and not for aspirations of 
the people.

Modi also accused the 
Congress of spreading “lies 
and repeated lies” and 
asked the people to ques-
tion them over their rule 
in the country for several 
decades.

Modi also announced 
a six-lane 117 km Ben-
galuru-Mysuru national 
highway project at a cost 
of Rs 6,400 crore and a 
world class new satellite 
railway station at Mysuru 
at an investment of Rs 800 
crore.

Unjha (Gujarat), Feb. 19 (IANS): After the 
self-immolation by Dalit activist Bhanub-
hai Vankar, the Gujarat government on 
Monday came out with a written under-
taking to all Dalit families -- so far denied 
possession of land in the state -- on its 
physical possession.

According to the undertaking, all fami-
lies who had been allotted land on paper 
would be given actual possession within 
six months.

The 60-year-old Dalit activist had set 
himself afire on Thursday inside the Pa-
tan Collector’s office compound over the 
state’s alleged failure to regularise land 
tilled by landless labourers in Dudhka vil-
lage. He succumbed to burn injuries late 
on Friday in an Ahmedabad hospital.

Vankar’s family finally accepted his 
mortal remains after the government gave 

in to all their demands, with hundreds of 
Dalits joining the funeral procession to 
pay homage to him in Unjha town in north 
Gujarat.  Mevani and nearly 100 others 
were detained on Saturday while staging 
protests in Ahmedabad.

While the authorities earlier claimed 
that all issues had been settled, the infuri-
ated Vankar family and Dalit activists said 
it was not the case.

The land case, for which Vankar died, 
will be resolved in three days and the Rev-
enue Department will issue the necessary 
orders shortly, a government note to the 
family said.

The government also agreed to sus-
pend police officials and employees con-
cerned for negligence and dereliction of 
duty in preventing Vankar from immolat-
ing himself. 

New Delhi, Feb. 19 (IANS): 
India will host the World 
Environment Day 2018, 
Union Environment Min-
ister Harsh Vardhan and 
United Nations Environ-
ment Program chief Erik 
Solheim said on Monday.

The theme for the 
World Environment Day-
2018, held every year on 
June 5, is “Beat Plastic Pol-
lution”. Canada hosted the 

event in 2017.
Calling the announce-

ment the “beginning of the 
end of plastic”, Harsh Var-
dhan said the ministry will 
take the lead in discourag-
ing the use of plastic.

“For India, World Envi-
ronment Day 2018 is not a 
symbolic celebration but a 
mission,” the Minister said, 
adding that environmental 
issues are not merely tech-

nical but real moral issues.
Voicing concern over 

the oceans being polluted 
due to plastic, Erik Solheim 
said that plastic pollution 
is a huge environment and 
health issue.

Meanwhile, Harsh Var-
dhan also launched the 
first electric charging facil-
ity at the Lodhi Road UN 
office -- the first ever in a 
UN office in India .

New Delhi, Feb. 19 (IANS): The 
Supreme Court on Monday 
sought response of the peti-
tioner on the Central govern-
ment’s plea seeking to be al-
lowed empanelment of only 
those IPS officers, who have at 
least two years of service before 
their retirement, for selection to 
the post of Director General of 
Police in states.

Chief Justice Dipak Misra 
asked how can they modify 
their 2006 directions, as At-
torney General K.K. Venugopal 
told the court that some states 
were violating one of the direc-
tions, either by making ad-hoc 
appointment to the post or by 
appointint IPS officers who con-
tinue to serve beyond their age 
of retirement at 60 years.

The bench of Chief Justice 
Misra, Justice A.M.Khanwilkar 
and Justice D.Y. Chandrachud 
sought response from the peti-
tioner-in-person and former Ut-
tar Pradesh DGP Prakash Singh 

after Venugopal urged the court 
to modify its 2006 directions.

The court posted the matter 
for hearing on April 4, as lawyer 
Prashant Bhushan opposed 
the plea saying that the plea for 
review of the 2006 directions 
have already been rejected by 
the court and what was being 
sought was another attempt for 
the recall of the order.

He said that the top court 
order clearly say that Union 
Public Service Commission 
will prepare a panel of three 
senior IPS officers for the states 
to choose one for appointment 
as DGP and irrespective of his 
age, he will continue to serve 
for two years. Bhushan cited the 
instance of the similar appoint-
ment of Director of the Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
for a fixed term of minimum two 
years as he told the court about 
the gross violation of its 2006 
directions on police reforms for 
last more than 11 years.
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Rick Gates

Jacek Czaputowicz

Ex-Trump adviser to plead 
guilty to fraud-related charges

Pak PM reluctant to take stern 
action against JuD — Report

Maldives Parliament committee 
approves extension of Emergency 

Poland demands answers over swastikas on embassy Oxfam says former Haiti director 
admitted hiring sex workers 

Angelina Jolie, Jennifer Lawrence rule BAFTA 2018 red carpet

Kate Middleton defies black 
dress code at BAFTA

Washington, Feb. 19 
(IANS): US President Don-
ald Trump’s former cam-
paign adviser Rick Gates 
to fraud-related charges 
within days and has also 
agreed to testify against 
Paul Manafort, the lawyer-
lobbyist who once man-
aged the campaign, the 
media reported.

“Rick Gates is going to 
change his plea to guilty,” 
an informed official told 
the daily on Sunday. 

A revised plea will 
be presented in a feder-
al court in Washington 
“within the next few days”, 
the official added.

Gates, a longtime po-
litical consultant, can ex-

Islamabad, Feb. 19 (PTI): 
Pakistan Prime Minister 
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi re-
versed his decision to take 
stern action against Hafiz 
Saeed-led Jamaat-ud-Dawa 
and Falah-i- Insaniyat Foun-
dation fearing that any such 
move could trigger a politi-
cal crisis, a media report said 
today.

Pakistan has come under 
intense pressure to rein in 
terror groups after US Presi-
dent Donald Trump accused 
the country of harbouring 
terrorists and suspended 
nearly USD 2 billion in se-
curity assistance to it.

The JuD is believed to 
be the front organisation for 
the LeT which is responsible 
for carrying out the Mumbai 
attack that killed 166 people. 
It has been declared as a for-
eign terrorist organisation 
by the US in June 2014.

At a meeting, Abbasi said 
both the outfits “should be 
banned but Interior Min-
ister Ahsan Iqbal was of 
the view that if these or-
ganisations were banned at 
this point, the government 
would be facing a similar cri-
sis which it faced in Novem-
ber,” The News reported, 

citing two different sources 
who attended the meeting 
last month.

In November, sit-in by 
supporters of Islamist or-
ganisation Tehreek Lab-
baik Ya Rasool Allah led by 
Khadim Hussain Rizvi in 
Faizabad had paralyzed the 
twin cities of Islamabad and 
Rawalpindi.

In the meeting, Prime 
Minister s Adviser on Fi-
nance and Economic Affairs 
Miftah Ismail and Foreign 
Secretary Tehmina Janjua 
apprised him of the pos-
sible repercussions of the 
upcoming Financial Action 
Task Force s (FATF) meeting 
that could decide placing 
Pakistan on the watch list of 
countries that financially aid 
terrorism, the paper said.

After their input, Abbasi 
constituted a three-mem-
ber committee, comprising 
Iqbal, Ismail and Attorney 
General Ishtar Ausaf, to fi-
nalise the decision of taking 
a strict action against the 
JuD and FIF, it said.

The committee decided 
to resolve the issue through 
a presidential ordinance 
bringing an amendment 
to the Anti-Terrorism Act 

of 1997 enabling the law to 
freeze all the assets of the 
organisations banned by the 
UN Security Council.

The paper quoted Ausaf 
as saying that still a notifica-
tion by the Interior Ministry 
was required to formally ban 
both the organisations.

Following the February 9 
presidential ordinance, the 
federal government formally 
ordered the freezing of all 
the assets of JUD and FIF 
across the country without 
placing them in Schedule 
I of Anti-Terrorism law, the 
paper said.

Early this month, Punjab 
Law Minister Rana Sanaul-
lah had said that on the in-
terior ministry’s directions, 
Saeed and his charities have 
been banned to operate in 
Pakistan and the govern-
ment has already started 
taking over all the facilities, 
offices, schools, dispensa-
ries and seminaries that 
belong to the JuD and FIF.

The sources claimed 
that in the same pretext the 
National Counter Terror-
ism Authority (Nacta) has 
refused to update its list of 
banned organisations on its 
website.

A
ctresses Angelina 
Jolie and Jenni-
fer Lawrence out-
shined others as 
they glamourised 

the black dress code, followed by 
most at the 71st BAFTA red carpet 
here to support the Time’s Up 
movement against sexual harass-
ment and inequality.

The red carpet on Sunday 
night at the annual gala organ-
ised by the British Academy of 
Film and Television Arts (BAFTA) 
was flooded with celebrities in 
black gowns, as guests stood 
in solidarity with Hollywood’s 
Golden Globes ceremony in 

January by adopting the all-black 
dress code.

Many attendees also wore 
Time’s Up pins to show soli-
darity with the initiative, which 
was launched in the wake of the 
Harvey Weinstein sexual assault 
scandal, reports standard.co.uk.

While a red carpet black-out 
is every stylist’s nightmare, the 
sartorial displays on show proved 
that black did not have to mean 
boring. 

Lawrence opted for a stun-
ning Dior dress, fresh off the run-
way from their Spring 2018 cou-
ture show with her hair straight 
and loose. She added even more 

glamour with a bright red lipstick.
Jolie on the other hand, went 

for her usual thigh-slit silhouette 
in an off-the-shoulder black 
velvet gown by British couturiers 
Ralph and Russo.

Salma Hayek flaunted a black 
floral Gucci number.

However there were also 
those who avoided the blackout, 
with Best Actress winner Frances 
McDormand and Israeli model 
Hofit Golan among those in a 
different colour.

The winner for Best Sup-
porting Actress Allison Janney 
made a bold entrance in a figure-
hugging black column with thick 

silver sleeves that went from her 
wrists to her upper arms and 
then wound around the back of 
her neck.

Octavia Spencer lit up the 
carpet with a long black sparkly 
number. Lily James wore a long 
ruffled ensemle, while Lupita 
Nyong’o went with a more struc-
tured look that flattered her body-
shape.

Rochelle Humes showed off 
her curves in a long dress with 
a deep plunging neckline, while 
Lydia Bright dazzled in a form-
fitting strapless fishtail gown.

Andrea Riseborough, one of 
the stars who brought an activ-

ist as her guest to highlight the 
issues raised by Time’s Up, wore 
a long black dress with a satin 
skirt, lace bodice and a splash of 
vibrant purple.

“Lady Bird” star Saoirse Ro-
nan stepped out in a black dress 
which featured a section of feath-
ered fringing before descending 
into a sheer skirt.

Next week, stars attending 
the Brit Awards will be given 
white rose pins in support of the 
movement. 

Stars also wore white roses 
at the Grammy’ss earlier this 
month.

IANS

The Duchess of Cam-
bridge Kate Middleton 
on Monday defied the 
Times’s Up protest at the 
71st British Academy 
Film Awards, organised 
by the British Academy 
of Film and Television 
Arts (BAFTA), by wearing 
a green dress, instead of 
black worn by the celeb-
rities attending the cer-
emony.

Film stars and direc-
tors made the one-colour 
statement to show sup-
port for the fight against 
sexual harassment against 
women, however, only 
the ribbon around Mid-
dleton’s Jenny Packham 
dress was black, reports 
dailymail.co.uk.

The dress code fol-
lowed by BAFTA cere-
mony was to show soli-
darity with the American 
Golden Globes held last 
month.

Middleton wore an 
empire line dress in a deep 
shade of green, which 
was complemented by 
an emerald necklace and 

earrings.
Perhaps in a subtle 

nod to the movement, 
she accessorised her attire 
with a black bow above 
her bump, matching her 
shoes and clutch hand-
bag.

Before the ceremo-
ny, it was not made clear 
whether Middleton would 
wear an all-black out-
fit, with experts pointing 
out that royals only wear 
black at funerals, so sup-
porting the cause would 
be a breach of protocol.

Middleton and Prince 
William, who is the presi-
dent of BAFTA, will meet 
with representatives in-
cluding BAFTA Chief Ex-
ecutive Amanda Berry, 
and watch the star-stud-
ded ceremony from the 
front row, which takes 
place at the Royal Albert 
Hall.

William will also be 
presenting the Fellowship 
award -- the ceremony’s 
highest accolade -- to di-
rector Ridley Scott.

IANS

pect “a substantial reduc-
tion in his sentence” if he 
fully cooperates with the 
investigation, another of-
ficial told The Los Angeles 
Times. 

Gates is likely to serve 
about  18  months  in 
prison. Special Counsel 
Robert Mueller is head-
ing the prosecutions of 
Gates and Manafort as 

part of his wide-ranging 
investigation into alleged 
Russian collusion in the 
2016 presidential election 
and whether Trump or his 
aides committed crimes 
before, during or since the 
campaign.

An October 27 indict-
ment showed that pros-
ecutors had amassed sub-
stantial documentation to 
buttress their charges that 
Manafort and Gates, who 
were colleagues in politi-
cal consulting for about a 
decade, had engaged in a 
complex series of allegedly 
illegal transactions rooted 
in Ukraine. 

The indictment alleged 
that both men, who for 

years were unregistered 
agents of the Ukrainian 
government, hid millions 
of dollars of Ukraine-
based payments from US 
authorities.

According to the in-
dictment,  Gates and 
Manafort “laundered the 
money through scores of 
United States and foreign 
corporations, partner-
ships and bank accounts” 
and took steps to evade 
related US taxes.

They both had pleaded 
not guilty.

Once a plea deal is in 
place, Gates would be-
come yet another known 
cooperator in Mueller’s 
sprawling probe.

Male, Feb. 19 (IANS): Maldives’ parlia-
mentary committee on national security 
passed a resolution on Monday to extend 
the ongoing state of Emergency by an ad-
ditional 15 days.

The development came after Presi-
dent Abdulla Yameen earlier in the day 
requested the Parliament to extend the 
Emergency, which was first declared on 
February 5 for 15 days. 

The National Security Committee 
reviewed the resolution behind closed 
doors. It was passed with six members of 
the ruling coalition -- Progressive Party of 
Maldives (PPM) and Maldives Develop-
ment Alliance (MDA) -- voting in favour, 
while two lawmakers of the main opposi-
tion Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) 
voted against it.

The resolution was forwarded to the 
committee for review with the votes of 38 
lawmakers. Opposition lawmakers boy-
cotted the “special” sitting.

The opposition lawmakers later stated 
that “to pass the state of Emergency dec-

laration from the Parliament there should 
be 43 members participating in the vote 
as per Constitution. A vote taken without 
them would be invalid”.

Yameen had declared the state of 
Emergency soon after the Supreme Court 
issued an order on February 1 to release 
nine high-profile political prisoners, in-
cluding exiled leader Mohamed Nasheed 
and reinstate unseated legislators. 

The ruling was, however, rescinded 
shortly after the announcement of Emer-
gency.  In his letter to the Parliament, 
Yameen had stated that the Supreme 
Court had overreached its judicial man-
date despite the separation of powers, 
which would compromise the independ-
ence and sovereignty of the nation. 

The President said he believed that the 
top court’s actions had shaken the consti-
tutional framework of the Maldives.

While the committee has passed the 
15-day extension to the state of Emer-
gency, it can only be enforced after Parlia-
ment’s approval.

Warsaw, Feb. 19 (IANS): 
Poland’s Foreign Minister 
on Monday demanded an 
explanation from Israeli 
authorities on how some-
one was able to deface the 
gates outside the Polish 
consulate in Tel Aviv with 
crudely-drawn swastikas 
and slurs.

“The Israeli govern-
ment is responsible for the 
security of our institutions 
in that country,” said Jacek 
Czaputowicz, Poland’s top 
diplomat and member 
of the right-wing popu-
list Law and Justice Party 
(PiS). 

The graffiti daubed 
on the exterior param-
eter of the consulate ap-
peared amid high ten-
sion between the two 
nations following War-
saw’s recent decision to 

pass a legislation mak-
ing it illegal to implicate 
Poland in the events of 
the Holocaust, Efe news 
reported.

At least 6 million peo-
ple, mainly Jews, were 
killed in the genocide by 
the Nazis during World 
War II. 

Along with the swas-
tikas, the graffiti equated 
Poland to “murderers” 
and dubbed the consulate 
building “Polish s**t”.

Israeli police said they 
had opened an investiga-
tion into the incident. 

Critics of the so-called 
Holocaust bill, which also 
outlaws the term “Polish 
death camps” in refer-
ence to the notorious ex-
termination camps like 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, op-
erated by the Nazis dur-

ing their occupation of 
Poland, have denounced 
it as a bid to whitewash 
history. 

However, tensions 
were further escalated on 
Saturday when, speaking 
at the Munich Security 
Conference, Polish Prime 
Minister Mateusz Moraw-
iecki suggested there were 
also Jewish perpetrators 
in the Holocaust, prompt-
ing immediate outrage 
from his Israeli counter-
part Benjamin Netan-
yahu. 

The Polish govern-
ment hastened to put 
together an explanatory 
statement in a bid to allay 
fears that its leader was 
in any way denying the 
Holocaust. 

It is estimated that as 
many as 3 million Polish 
Jews were murdered dur-
ing the Nazi German oc-
cupation of the country, 
while some 2 million non-
Jewish Poles were also 
killed. 

These range from ac-
counts of individuals re-
vealing the location of 
Jewish hideouts to the 
Nazis to murder and di-
rect involvement in the 
genocide of the country’s 
Jewish population.

London, Feb. 19 (PTI/
AFP): T h e  f o r m e r 
Oxfam country direc-
tor at the centre of a 
prostitution scandal 
admitted to paying for 
sex at his charity-fund-
ed residence during an 
internal inquiry into 
the allegations, a report 
released by the Brit-
ish organisation said 
today.

Roland van Hau-
wermeiren, who led 
Oxfam’s team in Haiti, 
was one of three staff 
members who resigned 
over allegations they 
hired young sex work-
ers following the devas-
tating 2010 earthquake 
there.

The 68-year-old Bel-
gian has denied organ-
ising orgies or visiting 
brothels in Haiti, saying 
he told Oxfam he had 
engaged in “intimate 
relations some three 
times” at his home but 
did not pay for these 
liaisons.

A redacted copy of 
a 2011 report from its 
inquiry made public 
by the charity said Van 
Hauwermeiren offered 

to resign after admitting 
to investigators that he 
had hired sex workers 
at Oxfam-funded ac-
commodation.

“During the inter-
view the CD admitted 
to using prostitutes in 
his OGB (Oxfam Great 
Britain) residence,” the 
report said, referring to 
the country director.

The charity has 
faced accusations it was 
not transparent about 
the scandal, which has 
led to the resignation of 
its deputy head.

The report said 
Oxfam negotiated a 
months notice period 
with Van Hauwermeir-
en and agreed to allow 
him “a phased and dig-
nified exit” if he cooper-
ated with the rest of the 
investigation.

It added that “none 
of the initial allega-
tions concerning fraud, 
nepotism, or use of 
underage prostitutes 
was substantiated dur-
ing the investigation, 
although it cannot be 
ruled out that any of the 
prostitutes were under-
age”.
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Gianni Infantino

Ronaldinho

Kevin Durant (L) and LeBron James (R) double team Stephen Curry (C) in the final minute of the 2018 NBA All-Star Game

A view of the participating teams during the opening ceremony

The Olympic curling fraternity awoke Monday to news of a Py-
eongchang doping scandal wondering more why a curler would cheat 
rather than fearful of an uneven playing field

Avram Grant

11

Northeast coach Grant urges AIFF 
to improve refereeing standards

Ronaldinho reveals post-retirement plans

Women’s volleyball trophy held

‘What do they need doping for?’ Shock at curling drugs case

FIFA chief warns corrupt football officials

Lorentzen breaks Olympic record 
to take 500m speed skating gold

Real Madrid defender Marcelo 
suffers hamstring injury

Team LeBron rallies to beat Team Stephen in All-Star classic

PyeongChang, Feb. 19 
(IANS): Norway’s Ha-
vard Lorentzen broke an 
Olympic record to take 
gold in the men’s 500m 
speed skating at the Py-
eongChang Winter Games 
on Monday. Lorentzen’s 
time of 34.41 seconds beat 
the previous record, set by 

Casey Fitzrandolph in Salt 
Lake City in 2002, by just 
0.01 seconds, reports Efe.

Local favourite Cha 
Min Kyu followed in sec-
ond, just 0.01 seconds 
behind Lorentzen, while 
China’s Gao Tingyu came 
in third place with a time 
of 34.65.

Having dominated 
most other speed skating 
events at these Games, the 
Netherlands’ participants 
in the men’s 500m will be 
disappointed by failing 
to book a place on the 
podium, with the highest-
placed Dutch skater being 
Ronald Mulder in seventh.

Madrid, Feb. 19 (IANS): Real Madrid have suffered a 
second injury setback in just four days after left back 
Marcelo suffered a hamstring injury in his side’s 5-3 win 
away to Betis.

The Brazilian had to leave the pitch in the 29th min-
ute of the game on Sunday night, to be replaced by Theo 
Hernandez, reports Xinhua news agency.

It is the second hamstring injury he has suffered 
this season, with his previous setback sidelining him for 
around three weeks.

This injury comes two and a half weeks before Ma-
drid’s Champions League return leg away to Paris Saint 
Germain where they will defend a 3-1 advantage follow-
ing a late fightback in the Santiago Bernabeu where Mar-
celo scored the third goal and put in a decisive display 
down the Madrid left.

If the Brazilian fails to recover in time, Theo Hernan-
dez would be his substitute, although the young French-
man has little European experience and has not started 
a league game in 2018.

When asked about Marcelo’s injury, Madrid coach 
Zinedine Zidane said the player thought it was “not too 
serious,” but Madrid’s Head of External Relations, Emilio 
Butragueno described it as “very very bad news.”

Marcelo’s hamstring injury follows the news on Fri-
day that midfielder Tony Kroos has suffered a twisted 
knee ligament and although the club has not made any 
predictions over his recovery time, the German will also 
struggle to be fit for the trip to Paris.

Guwahati, Feb. 19 (IANS): 
Unhappy with the stan-
dard of refereeing dur-
ing their Indian Super 
League (ISL) matches, 
Northeast United head 
coach Avram Grant on 
Monday urged the All 
India Football Federation 
(AIFF) to conduct a thor-
ough feedback procedure 
and analyse the perfor-
mance of the referees 
for the betterment of the 
tournament.

In their last game and 
already out of the playoffs 
contention Northeast 
lost to Kerala Blasters 
0-1. But after the game, 
Grant was disappointed 
with the match officials. 
He criticised referee Tejas 
Nagvenkar for the march-
ing orders given to him 
after he entered the pitch 
in the final minutes of 
the game. This was after 
a scuffle between the two 
sets of players.

In a statement, North-
east said they have “been 
one of the biggest suffer-
ers due to adverse deci-
sions by the referees.”

Pointing at the ap-
pointment of referee 
Santosh Kumar for back 
to back matches, the 
Highlanders accused the 

Kerala referee of denying a “valid foul/
penalty on our player Marcinho 
(vs Delhi Dynamos FC on Feb-
ruary 14), which later resulted 
in a long term injury to the 
player due to a strong chal-
lenge on him by the op-
ponent.”

“In the dying minutes of 
the match on 17th Feb 2018, 
our head coach Avram Grant 
was suspended from the match 
despite being very respectful with the 

referee and attempting to help the ref-
eree by separating the players and 

aiding in continuing with the 
match. Grant was sent off and 

man handled by the fourth 
official without any clear 
communication on the rea-
son for sending him off.

“In light of these above 
observations, while our head 

coach Avram Grant serves his 
suspension by sitting out of the 

next match against Mumbai City FC, 

Rio de Janeiro, Feb. 19 
(IANS): Ronaldinho has 
outlined plans to focus on 
music, his football acad-
emy and a new mystery 
project as he prepares for 
life after football.

The 37-year-old an-
nounced his retirement 
last month after a career 
that included a World Cup 
trophy, a UEFA Champi-
ons League title and two 
FIFA World Player of the 
Year awards, reported Xi-
nhua news agency.

“Everybody knows that 
I have retired and I’d like to 
express my gratitude for 
everybody’s support and 
affection,” Ronaldinho 
said in a video posted on 
social media on Sunday.

“Now I’m starting a 
new stage in my life in 
which I will expand my 
Ronaldinho soccer acad-
emy around the world. I 
also plan to focus on my 
music, which is my great 
passion, and I’ll partici-

NEUFC and Avram Grant 
would like to highlight 
to the All India Football 
Federation to conduct a 
thorough feedback pro-
cedure to analyze the 
performance of the ref-
erees and their need to 
improve further to help 
the league overall. 

“Teams like Northeast 
United may be out of 
contention for the play-
off berth but the team is 
playing for the pride and 
the region they represent 
and such adverse deci-
sions

from the referees have 
a direct impact in killing 
the spirit of our game,” 
the statement read.

The general standard 
of refereeing has faced 
a lot of flak throughout 
the season in both the 
ISL and I-League with 
teams complaining of 
poor decisions costing 
them crucial moments of 
the match.

I - L e a g u e  h e a v y -
weights Mohun Bagan 
have been vocal in their 
protest, sending several 
mails to the AIFF.

Northeast are placed 
ninth in the points table 
with just 11 points from 
16 games.

pate in another project 
which I’ll tell you about 
soon.”

Ronaldinho began his 
career with Brazil’s Gre-
mio in 1998 before spells 
with Paris Saint-Germain, 
Barcelona, AC Milan, Fla-
mengo, Queretaro and 
Fluminense.

He was voted FIFA 
World Player of the Year 

in 2004 and 2005, and was 
a member of Brazil’s tri-
umphant 2002 World Cup 
team.

Ronaldinho’s brother 
and agent, Roberto As-
sis, has said a series of 
tribute matches are being 
planned this year to allow 
fans around the world to 
bid farewell to the former 
playmaker.

Dimapur, Feb. 19 (EMN): The 5th wom-
en’s volleyball running trophy organised 
by Believers Eastern Church Dimapur 
Diocese and hosted by Believers Eastern 
Church Principal Colony K/A, Assam was 
held on Feb. 16 and 17 where 12 churches 
participated. 

The chief guest for the trophy was 
Alemwati Aier, youth director, Mangimen 
Ao Baptist Church.  Aier in his speech 

said that people play for fame but we as 
church play for Christ.

Delivering the trophy speech Fr. Ritesh 
Kumar, Diocesan Secretary Dimapur 
Diocese encouraged the participants to 
strive for excellence as a team and united 
to achieve the goal. He also emphasised 
on the spirit of sportsmanship where one 
have fellowship with teammates, building 
trust and confidence in one another.

Kampala, Feb. 19 (IANS): The President of 
FIFA, Gianni Infantino, has warned foot-
ball association leaders not to use money 
meant for the sport for their own gain.

The FIFA President made it clear that 
if there were any football federation lead-
ers who wished to enrich themselves with 
football money, they would be caught and 
sanctioned, Xinhua news agency reported. 

“No one should think of using football 
money for his own gains,” Infantino said 
in an interview.

The FIFA chief was in Nouakchott, the 
largest Saharan city and the Mauritania 
capital, to attend the seventh FIFA Execu-
tive Football Summit.

Infantino said that with the increased 
funds FIFA was giving to it’s member as-
sociations, there was also increased evalu-

Los Angeles, Feb. 19 (AFP): 
Team LeBron upstaged 
Team Stephen 148-145 
in the NBA All-Star Game 
Sunday in a thrilling duel 
that featured spectacular 
plays at both ends of the 
court by the game’s pre-
mier players.

Playing-captain LeB-
ron James finished with 
29 points, 10 rebounds 
and eight assists to lead 
all scorers in front of a 
sold out crowd of 17,800 at 
Staples Center arena.

“It was a great weekend 
and we capped it off the 
right way,” said Cleveland 
Cavaliers James, who was 
also named MVP of the 
game for the third time in 
his career.

Team LeBron staged 
a second-half rally and 
then got the defensive 
stops they needed in the 
fourth quarter to win the 
mid-February classic after 
trailing by two points at 
the half.

This year the league 
decided to go to a new se-

lection format for picking 
the teams to try and make 
the game more competi-
tive and it worked.

“We wanted to change 
the narrative of the all-star 
game being a joke,” said 
Team LeBron’s Kevin Du-
rant, who was MVP of the 

2014 all-star game. “We 
wanted to make it a real 
basketball game.

“Everybody just falls in 
line when the game tells 
you to.”

Last year in New Or-
leans, the Western Con-
ference outgunned the 

East 192-182 in a game 
that lacked intensity and 
especially the clutch de-
fensive plays that brought 
the Staples Center crowd 
to its feet on Sunday.

Under the new format, 
James and Stephen Curry, 
the top two all-star vote-

getters, got to pick their 
teams from a pool of 22 
available players. The first 
four picks had to come 
from the list of all-star 
starters.

“You got to give credit 
to the new format,” said 
Team Stephen’s DeMar 

DeRozan. “You are playing 
with guys you normally 
play against twice a year. 
That changed it up and 
gave it a new-found en-
ergy.”

Golden State War-
riors star Durant tallied 
19 points and Oklahoma 
City Thunder forward Paul 
George delivered 16 points 
for Team LeBron.

Four-time all-star 
DeRozan, of the Toronto 
Raptors, and Portland 
Trail Blazers Damian Lil-
lard each scored 21 points 
while Karl-Anthony Towns 
of the Minnesota Timber-
wolves tallied 17 points 
and 10 rebounds for Team 
Stephen.

The 33-year-old James, 
who was playing in his 
14th all-star game, scored 
the eventual winning bas-
ket on a finger roll layup 
with 34 seconds left in the 
fourth to make if 146-145.

James said the initial 
plan was to get the ball to 
Russell Westbrook and let 
him drive to the basket.  

ation and monitoring.
“We are asking each football federa-

tion to sign a contract with FIFA that fo-
cuses on accountability. We are monitor-
ing and auditing centrally to make sure 
funds are used appropriately,” he added.

He also stressed on the merits of 
having FIFA summits all over the world. 

Infantino said the summits were 
organised so that football leaders could 
thrash issues instead of coming to FIFA 
congresses to simply endorse things 
they do not understand. 

“I wanted to change the aspect of 
football associations just endorsing 
views during FIFA assemblies. Instead 
(I want them to) come and sit down and 
discuss football freely together with the 
FIFA President,” he added.

The summit in Mauritania that 
ended on Sunday discussed a range of 
issues pertaining to football, with the 
focus being on the FIFA Forward pro-
gramme as well as youth and women’s 
competitions.

Launching the series of summits in 
Paris in November 2016, Infantino, who 
made it clear that the game could only 
develop successfully if FIFA cooperates 
closely and communicates regularly 
with its 211 member associations.

Since then, 12 strategic summits 
have been held around the globe in the 
2016-2017 series.

Gangneung (South Ko-
rea), Feb. 19 (AFP): The 
Olympic curling frater-
nity was reeling from a 
doping scandal at the Py-
eongchang Winter Olym-
pics Monday -- with many 
wondering why a curler 
would need performance-
enhancing drugs at all.

Russia’s Alexander 
Krushelnitsky, a mixed 
doubles bronze medallist, 
is the curler at the centre 
of a doping case now with 
the Court of Arbitration 
for Sport.

A source told AFP he 
had taken the banned 
drug meldonium -- the 
same substance that saw 
Russian tennis star Maria 
Sharapova suspended.

The revelation sparked 
disbelief from Olympic 
rivals in curling, a slow-
moving, tactical sport of 
sliding heavy stones along 
an ice piste.

Denmark women’s 
skip Madeleine DuPont 
pondered what advan-

tages doping might bring 
in such a precision-based 
event.

“I was pretty shocked. 
‘How can this be?’” Du-
Pont asked.

“I’m sure most peo-
ple would think, ‘What 
do they need doping for? 
What’s the benefit?’ -- like 
I’m thinking.”

The stone-sl iding 
crowd isn’t known for 
bulking up on muscle 

power. Meldonium was 
banned for its ability to 
increase blood flow, and 
thereby exercise capacity.

“I’m not even sure 
what you use drugs for 
in curling,” DuPont said. 
“Strength and such? It’s 
not really up my alley.”

DuPont said she does 
not see dope cheats when 
she competes against the 
Russian women, and is 
confident of a level play-

ing field.
“I know the Russian 

girls really well,” she said. 
“They are good and kind 
and a benefit to the repu-
tation of the sport.”

Beer and Advil
Switzerland women’s 

captain Silvana Tirinzoni 
leaped to defend the fit-
ness level of curlers, saying 
even the most laid-back 
of Winter Olympic sports 
requires above-average 
levels of strength.

“It’s not like you don’t 
need any muscles,” Tir-
inzoni said. “We have to 
be fit. Everyone is working 
out five times a week and 
going to the gym. It can 
help.”

But she was as stunned 
as everyone else to learn 
about the possible doping 
case.

“I’m sure surprised,” 
she said. “Things like that 
shouldn’t happen in curl-
ing, or any other sports.”

United States women’s 
skip Nina Roth backed 

curling as a sport requiring 
power as well.

“You need strength but 
you have to do it the right 
way,” she said. “Any sort of 
doping isn’t good.”

Sweden’s Niklas Edin 
was equally stunned that 
curling had been dragged 
into the mire of doping.

“We have stayed away 
from those kind of topics 
for a long time,” he said.

“I definitely didn’t 
think we were going to 
find a positive test in this 
crew here... if it is a positive 
doping test in curling, it is 
just sad.”

Canada’s Brent Laing 
was at a loss for words.

“I don’t know the guy 
at all so I can’t really com-
ment very wisely,” he said.

“I don’t know what that 
particular drug does for 
you, but beer and Advil 
are the only painkillers I’ve 
ever heard of for curling. 
I imagine it wasn’t that. 
Hopefully not, or else I’m 
in trouble.”

Marcelo
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Juan Mata and referee Kevin Friend debate the Spaniard's 'goal' that 
wasn't

Red Bull has become the first of Formula One's top three teams to lift the covers off its new-look car on 
Monday, a week before pre-season testing starts in Spain, but kept some secrets under wraps.

Real Madrid's Cristiano Ronaldo, second right, celebrates with teammates after scoring against Betis during the La Liga soccer match at the 
Villamarin stadium, in Seville, Spain, on Sun. Feb. 18.  

AP/PTI

Real stage comeback at Betis, 
Costa strikes in Atletico win

Red Bull launch new F1 car with temporary livery

Messi aims to score against 
Chelsea at 9th attempt

Thiem wins 2nd Argentina Open; 
Molteni-Zeballos prevail in doubles

Indonesia aims to complete Asian 
Games preparations by June

Is VAR ready for Premier League rollout?

London, Feb. 19 (Reuters): 
Red Bull became the first 
of Formula One’s top three 
teams to lift the covers 
off their new-look car on 
Monday, a week before 
pre-season testing starts 
in Spain, but kept some 
secrets under wraps.

The four times world 
champions, third overall 
last year after winning 
three of the 20 races, are 
hoping to be back in the 
championship mix for 
the first time since Mer-
cedes began to dominate 
in 2014.

Images of the RB14 
car were revealed online, 
with a temporary blue and 
black livery and brand-
ing for new title sponsor 
Aston Martin prominent.

Australian Daniel 
Ricciardo, who partners 
Dutch 20-year-old Max 
Verstappen in one of the 
sport’s most exciting driv-
er pairings, was giving 
the car its track debut at 
Silverstone circuit.

Teams are each al-

Barcelona, Feb. 19 (Re-
u t e r s ) :  Re a l  Ma d r i d 
m o u n t e d  a  s t i r r i n g 
second-half comeback 
helped by Cristiano Ron-
aldo and Sergio Ramos to 
win 5-3 at Real Betis in a 
thrilling La Liga game on 
Sunday, demonstrating 
their awesome power in 
attack as well as their vul-
nerabilities.

Second-placed Atleti-
co Madrid earlier won 2-0 
at home to Athletic Bilbao 
as they cut the gap behind 
leaders Barcelona back 
to seven points after Di-
ego Costa scored his first 
league goal in six weeks 
to finish off the resilient 
visitors.

Marco Asensio head-
ed Real, who are fourth, 

in front after 11 minutes 
but Aissa Mandi nodded 
an equaliser in the 33rd 
before the visitors’ Na-
cho Fernandez diverted 
a fumbled Keylor Navas 
save into his own net to 
give Betis the lead four 
minutes later.

A party atmosphere 
had gripped the Benito 
Villamarin stadium but 
locally-born Real cap-
tain Ramos punctured 
the mood, as he has done 
so often in recent years, 
making it 2-2 with a tow-
ering header from a cor-
ner five minutes into the 
second half.

Ga re t h  Ba l e  t h e n 
spurned two good chanc-
es and it was left to hot-
shot winger Asensio to 

put Real back in front 
with a strike across goal 
to complete a blistering 
counter-attack.

Ronaldo then looked 
to have sealed the win for 
Real with a net-busting 
strike from a tight angle 
in the 65th.

Substitute Sergio Leon 
p u l l e d a  g o a l 
b a c k f o r 
Betis in the 
8 5 t h m i n -
u t e to set 
u p  a tense 
finish b u t 
R e a l s u b -
stitute Karim Benzema 
pounced in added time 
for Madrid’s 13th goal in 
three games to seal the 
three points, leaving Betis 
in ninth.

Real have 45 points 
from 23 games, 17 behind 
runaway leaders Barce-
lona, although they can 
climb above Valencia into 
third place if they win their 
game in hand at Leganes 
on Wednesday.
Crazy game
“It was an end-to-end 
game, a crazy game but 
everyone likes games like 
that,” Real coach Zinedine 
Zidane told reporters.

“We were up against 
opponents that are play-
ing fantastic at the mo-
ment and we’re happy 
with the result in the end. 
I won’t think too much 
about the three goals we 
conceded, but instead 
about the five we scored.”

Real have had one of 

their worst seasons in re-
cent memory but have 
returned to their ruth-
less best in their last three 
games, particularly in at-
tack, hammering Real 
Sociedad 5-2 in their pre-
vious league game and 
then beating high-flying 
Paris St Germain 3-1 in 
their Champions League 
last-16 first leg.

Zidane made five 
changes from the team 
that started against PSG, 
bringing in Bale, Lucas 
Vazquez, Asensio and Ma-
teo Kovacic for Luka Mo-
dric, Benzema, Isco and 
the injured Toni Kroos.

“We started the game 
very well then we sat back 
and when we did that it 
was a different game. The 
second half was com-
pletely different, we were 
spectacular,” he added.

Earlier, Diego Sime-
one’s Atletico side were 
made to fight for victory 
in a typically physical en-
counter with Bilbao but 
French forward Kevin Ga-
meiro broke the Basque 
side’s resolve in the 67th 
minute with a low finish 
into the far bottom corner.

Costa, who missed the 
4-1 win at FC Copenha-
gen in the Europa League 
last 32 tie in midweek with 
a knock, was denied a 
penalty in the first half 
but sealed the win with 
a near-post finish in the 
80th after latching on to 
a through ball from Ga-
meiro.

The former Chelsea 
striker had been sent off 
for jumping into the stand 
to celebrate with Atletico 
fans after netting his last 
league goal against Getafe 
on Jan. 6 and toned down 
his celebration this time 
as he had already been 
booked.

lowed two such ‘filming days’ a year, with 
limited mileage and on special tyres.

Red Bull said the race-ready paint job 
would be unveiled at the Circuit de Cata-
lunya next week.

The 2018 regulations mean all teams 
have had to introduce the prominent 
‘halo’ head protection device, that rises 
from a central pillar and circles the 
driver’s head to shield from aerial impacts 

and flying wheels.
The aerodynamic ‘shark fins’, rear 

wing ‘monkey seats’ and ‘T-bars’ have 
been removed.

“Some years it’s difficult for the casual 
viewer to differentiate the new car from 
the old: that isn’t going to be a problem 
this time around,” said Red Bull, who 
launched their car earlier than in the past.

The team, who use Renault engines 

London, Feb. 19 (AP): As unlikely as it 
sounds, Lionel Messi is still waiting to 
score his first goal against Chelsea after 
drawing a blank in eight previous Cham-
pions League matches.

The five-time World Player of the Year 
is likely to get another chance to break his 
duck this week and Chelsea manager An-
tonio Conte believes the past will count 
for little when Barcelona visits Stamford 
Bridge tomorrow.

"I hope we maintain this tradition but 
we are speaking about a fantastic player," 
Conte said ahead of the last-16, first-leg 
Champions League game. "The most 
important thing is the present." 

"We must have great respect but at 
the same time we must be excited to play 
this type of game and take on this type 
of challenge. It wont be easy because we 
know very well this player, we are talking 
about one of the best in the world." 

The teams have produced some epic 
games in the past although they have 
not met in the Champions League since 
Chelsea pulled off a remarkable backs-
to-the-wall semifinal victory 
over Barcelona on the way 
to winning the trophy 
in 2012.

Messi missed 
a penalty in 

t h e  s e c -
ond leg at 
the Nou 
Camp as 
the Lon-

d o n  c l u b 
o v e r c a m e 
the first-half 
dismissal of 
captain John 
Terry, and a 2-0 
deficit, to draw 

t h e  g a m e 

2-2 and secure 

an unforgettable 3-2 aggregate win.
Bayern Munich hosts Besiktas in 

Tuesdays other game while the following 
day sees Manchester United travelling 
to Sevilla, and Shakhtar Donetsk playing 
host to Roma.

Two weeks ago, the prospect of a 
Chelsea win over Barca would have 
been unthinkable after Contes men had 
slumped to successive defeats by two of 
the Premier Leagues lesser lights.

The London club was still smarting 
from a 3-0 home loss against Bour-
nemouth when it travelled to Watford 
and succumbed to an embarrassing 4-1 
reverse.

Chelsea has got back on track since 
then, though, easing past West Bromwich 
Albion 3-0 in the league last Monday be-
fore swatting aside second-tier Hull 4-0 in 
the FA Cup four days later.

Conte has several selection dilemmas. 
He must choose between captain Gary 
Cahill and Antonio Rudiger for a place at 
the back, and between Alvaro Morata and 
Olivier Giroud up front.

Cesc Fabregas will also be desperate 
to play against his former team but 

may have to settle for a spot on 
the bench.

Barca has lost only once in 
38 matches this season since 
falling in the Spanish Super 
Cup to Real Madrid in August. 

It has a seven-point lead at the 
top of La Liga and has reached 
the final of the Copa del Rey.

Messi is having another 
stellar campaign, scoring 27 
times in all competitions, and 

he helped set up two goals in 
Saturdays 2-0 win at Eibar.

Philippe Coutinho is ineligible 
for Barca follow-

ing his move 
from Liv-

erpool.

Buenos Aires, Feb. 19 
(IANS): Austria's Dominic 
Thiem claimed his sec-
ond Argentina Open title, 
defeating Slovenia's Aljad 
Bedene 6-2 and 6-4, while 
Argentina's Andres Mol-
teni and Horacio Zeballos 
topped Colombians Juan 
Sebastian Cabal and Rob-
ert Farah in doubles.

Thiem, 24, on Sunday 
needed just an hour and 
30 minutes to knock off 
Bedene in the clay-court 
final, adding his ninth tro-
phy to his previous wins at 

Gstaad, Umag and Nice in 
2015, Stuttgart, Nice, Aca-
pulco and Buenos Aires in 
2016 and Rio de Janeiro in 
2017, reported Efe. Molte-
ni and Zeballos, who were 
highly favoured to win, 
downed Cabal and Farah 
6-3, 5-7 and 10-3 before 
more than 5,000 Argentine 
fans and supporters.

Thiem, No 6 in the 
world, has now defeated 
Bedene three times in as 
many matchups, the pre-
vious two victories com-
ing in the Dona final in 

2018, and the first round 
of the 2015 Roland Garros 
tourney.

He had brushed aside 
Frenchman Gael Monfils 
6-2, 6-1 here on Saturday 
to advance to the final, 
while Bedene had over-
come a second-set hiccup 
to defeat home-crowd 
favorite Federico Delbonis 
of Argentina 6-4, 2-6, 6-1 
in that day's first semi-
final. Some $500,000 in 
prize money was awarded 
at this year's Argentina 
Open.

Jakarta, Feb. 19 (IANS): The government 
of Indonesia says it expects to finish all 
preparations for the Asian Games, includ-
ing infrastructure construction, match 
preparation and other measures by June, 
Vice President Jusuf Kalla confirmed 
here on Monday. Kalla revealed that all 
work, including construction of sporting 
venues, in Indonesia's capital Jakarta and 
in Palembang city, the provincial capital 
of South Sumatra, is on the right track 
and has not faced significant obstacles, 
reports Xinhua news agency.

"We have completed 90 per cent of 
construction projects of sport venues in 
Jakarta, and all others located elsewhere 
are already completed," he said.

Kalla also said that preparation work 
had been sharpened after the holding of 
test events from Feb. 8 to 15 in Jakarta.

"We noticed some places where prog-
ress was needed and things that must be 
improved," he added.

In terms of sponsorship, Kalla said 
that the figures had exceeded targets and 
that the amount of funds and tax col-
lected are in line with contracts.

"There is nothing to be worried 
about," he stressed. Indonesia was 
awarded the 18th Asian Games in Sep. 
2014, after the original host, Vietnam, 
pulled out for economic reasons.

The 18th Asian Games are scheduled 
to be held from Aug. 18 to Sep. 2.

London, Feb. 19 (AFP): 
VAR technology is back in 
the spotlight after Man-
chester United's Juan 
Mata was controversially 
denied a goal in a confus-
ing incident that raises 
questions over whether 
it is ready for a Premier 
League rollout.

The video assistant 
referee system has been 
trialled in hundreds of 
matches around the 
world to review key mo-
ments linked to goals, 
penalty decisions, red-
card incidents and cases 
of mistaken identity.

Football's governing 
body FIFA will decide next 
month whether to offi-
cially endorse the VAR sys-
tem, a move that could see 
the controversial technol-

re-branded Tag Heuer, 
said the stability of the 
rules after a big change for 
2017 allowed them to get 
the new car out in good 
time rather than leaving it 
as late as possible.

“It’s been not uncom-
mon to have the car fin-
ished, fired up for the first 
time and shipped to Spain 
for the start of testing all 
on the same day,” added 
Red Bull, whose rivals Fer-
rari and champions Mer-
cedes present their cars 
on Thursday.

”It serves a purpose 
-- but you wouldn’t do it 
if you didn’t have to, and 
this year we didn’t have to.

“It’s preferable to fin-
ish the car early and deal 
with any snags now, when 
the car is on a track a short 
drive from the factory, 
rather than using up one 
of our eight ultra-precious 
test days doing the same 
at the Circuit de Catalu-
nya.”

The season starts in 
Australia on March 25.

ogy used at the World Cup.
The Premier League 

is lagging behind the 
Bundesliga and Serie A, 
which are testing the tech-
nology this season but 
Saturday's incident, which 
saw a Mata goal cancelled 
out after a lengthy delay, 
was just the latest in a se-

ries of contentious mo-
ments involving VAR in 
England. AFP Sports looks 
at the key issues that must 
be resolved.
Is it reliable?
Hawk-Eye, whose goal-
line technology used in 
the Premier League has 
been widely regarded as 

a success, apologised for 
providing "an incorrect 
graphic" to broadcasters 
during United's FA Cup 
fifth-round game at Hud-
dersfield on Saturday.

"To confirm, the VAR 
saw the correct image 
with the correct lines to 
make the decision. This 
was a case of the wrong 
image being provided to 
the broadcaster and we 
apologise," Hawk-Eye said 
in a statement.

However, it  raises 
doubts over a core con-
cept -- will the technology 
be in a better position to 
make correct decisions 
than the match officials?

"Saturday made me 
wonder how far we can 
trust the technology to 
arrive at incontestable 

decisions, which is strange 
given that is the point of 
it," the former head of 
Premier League referees, 
Keith Hackett, wrote in the 
Telegraph newspaper.

Un i t e d  b o s s  Jo s e 
Mourinho says there must 
be irrefutable proof that 
VAR can consistently lead 
to better decisions.

"I think our game is so 
beautiful that to change 
we have to change for 
better," said Mourinho, 
whose side won 2-0 de-
spite the disallowed goal.

"The technology on 
the goal line I'm really, 
really happy with that. 
If they find a way in the 
VAR that the VAR is always 
right and always brings 
the truth, I'm happy with 
that."


