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•	 Elected	representatives	to	declare	assets,	source	of	income	in	3	months
•	 ‘MLA	village-adoption	scheme'	to	implement	flagship	programmes	
•	 ‘Mini-secretariat’	for	administration	and	development	purpose	in	eastern	Nagaland			
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Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Feb. 17: With its 
catchphrase ‘change is com-
ing’ the Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) has 
promised ‘decisive leadership, 
stable government, visionary 
policies’ in its election mani-
festo released on Feb. 17. 

The party has announced 
that all ministers and leg-
islators would be required 
to declare their assets and 
sources of income—includ-
ing of their spouses and de-
pendents—within a period of 
three months; a high-powered 
committee consisting of gov-

ernment and non-govern-
ment members will submit 
recommendations and action 
plans about taking austerity 
measures within three months. 
Implementation of recom-
mendations that will have been 
accepted will begin within 100 
days.

Promising  ‘smart villages,’ 
the NDPP pledged that an 
‘MLA village-adoption scheme' 
will be introduced within three 
months of coming to power to 
facilitate strict implementation 
of flagship programmes and 
close monitoring of welfare 
policies.

The party's manifesto de-
clared that the NDPP was 'anti-
VIP culture'; the organisation is 
determined that no function-
ary of the party will use 'any 
sign of VIP culture including 
use of designation plates and 
nameplates.' 

The 36-page ‘change is 
coming’ vision text also men-
tions ‘meritocracy and reward 
for hard work’: recruitment to 
any vacant government post 
will be done through mer-
it—backdoor appointments 
will be stopped completely or 
cancelled if ever done. Offic-
ers misusing powers for such 

acts will be penalised, it has 
declared. 

Further, the party has a 
master plan for eastern Na-
galand with the objective to 
establish a ‘mini-secretariat’ 
for the region to bring admin-
istration and development 
to their doorstep; a commit-
tee comprising government 
representatives, civil society 
organisations namely the East-
ern Nagaland Peoples’ Or-
ganisation (ENPO) / Eastern 
Nagaland Students’ Federation 
(ENSF) shall be responsible for 
recruitment. 

DP-317

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Feb. 17 (EMN): Chief Minister 
TR Zeliang on Sat. reacted sharply to the 
allegation that his government was “vision-
less and corrupt.” He said that his govt. had 
brought out a document called “Vision 2030” 
and claimed that it had initiated more devel-
opmental projects than any other had during 
Nagaland's 55 years as a state. 

Zeliang said this during a meeting at the 
Naga People's Front's (NPF) Mokokchung 
division office in Mokokchung. He said that 
the sole agenda and manifesto of the Nation-
alist Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP) for 
the forthcoming general elections 'seems to 
be fixated on him and his educational quali-
fications.' “I am not appearing for any NPSC 
examination,” Zeliang said. The chief minister 
has explained that Vision 2030 envisages plans 
and programmes to impart skills to the youths 
of Nagaland, improve the overall living stand-
ards of the people, concentrate on ‘agriculture 
and allied sectors’ to improve the economy of 

rural areas; bring reforms in the government 
to provide better governance to the people; 
eradicate corruption and malpractice.

Further, Zeliang spoke his side of the story 
concerning his parting ways with the NDPP's 
chief ministerial candidate Neiphiu Rio in 
the first week of December the previous year.  
“When we realized that Rio’s intention was 
to freeze the NPF symbol and take all the 36 
MLAs to his party NDPP, we had to reconcile 
with Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu to save the NPF 
party. We heaved a sigh of relief when Rio left 
NPF and went back to his NDPP,” he said. 

Zeliang pointed fingers also at the Bharati-
ya Janata Party for deciding to contest elec-
tions at a time when Naga civil organisations 
were leading a campaign for ‘solution before 
election.’ He said that the NPF was put under 
a similar situation in 1998.  The chief minister 
has claimed that the BJP had asked the NPF to 
accede 15 seats to enter into an alliance. The 
NPF refused because ‘seat sharing is not ap-
plicable in Nagaland,’ Zeliang claimed.

Dimapur, Feb. 17 (EMN): The 
returning officer (RO) of 25th 
Mongoya assembly constitu-
ency has directed the Longsa 
village council in Mokokchung 
district to cancel its decision to 
excommunicate S Supong-
menren Jamir, a candidate of 
the National People’s Party.

An order from the RO on 
Sat. observed that the council 
had published its decision to 
excommunicate Jamir from 
the village in a Mokokchung-
based Ao vernacular newspa-
per on Feb. 14.     

“This not only constitutes 
an electoral offence but also 
is a violation of Fundamental 
Right of free movement. A 
person cannot be restricted 
from free movement unless 
as guaranteed by law. You are 
hereby directed to rescind 

the declaration in the same 
manner at the earliest,” the 
order read. 

Failure to comply with the 
order, the RO reminded, shall 
invite charges under three sec-
tions of the Indian Penal Code 
viz. Section 171C of IPC: at-
tempt to interfere with the free 
exercise of any electoral right; 
Section 153A and 153B of IPC: 
Promoting enmity between 
different groups; and Sec-
tion 505 (1) of IPC: Publishing 
statements to cause enmity 
between various groups.

Also, the official reminded 
the council that according 
to the Nagaland Village and 
Area Councils Act of 1978 the 
village council is ‘subject to 
general superintendence of 
state government and DC/
ADC/SDO/EAC shall have 

control over all the village 
councils within their respec-
tive jurisdiction.’

The Act has empowered 
the state government to dis-
solve a village council if the 
government is satisfied that 
‘such a situation has arisen in 
which a village cannot func-
tion in accordance with provi-
sions of this Act,’ it stated.   

“Therefore in this par-
ticular issue the onus is on the 
village council to ensure no 
one takes law into their own 
hands and the entry of per-
sons is allowed in a peaceful 
manner into the village. Any 
contravention of above would 
be a serious violation of law 
and strict penal actions will be 
initiated against the default-
ing council,” the government 
warned. 

New Delhi, Feb. 17 (PTI): 
The Narendra Modi gov-
ernment has decided to 
fully fund various cen-
tral projects being imple-
mented in the Northeast, 
instead of the existing 
practice of sharing 90 per 
cent of the cost, Union 
Minister Jitendra Singh 
said today. 

Addressing a press 
conference here, Singh 
said ever since the Naren-
dra Modi dispensation 
assumed office, the North-
eastern region has been 

given the utmost atten-
tion.

"A historic decision 
has been taken. There will 
be 100 per cent funding 
by the central government 
for projects in the region, 
which were earlier being 
undertaken on the basis 
of centre-state sharing in 
the ratio of 90:10," he said.

He said the govern-
ment's "Act East Policy" 
has enhanced the impor-
tance of the region in en-
gaging with South East 
Asian neighbours.

Dimapur, Feb. 17 (EMN):  The 
national secretary of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) and political in-
charge for Northeast, Ram Madhav, 
was reported acknowledging and 
‘lavishly praising the first Chris-
tian missionaries during 1930-40’ 
for their ‘commendable job in the 
mission field’ as well as spreading 
education in the region. 

A BJP statement on Sat. stated 
that Madhav had shared this mes-
sage while addressing a rally at the 
52nd Longkhim-Chare assembly 
constituency (AC) in Tuensang 
district. “No advance people or 
the mainland people were able to 
enter the ENPO area. It was their 
sacrifices and their humanity work, 

the people of this region stand tall 
today (sic),” the statement read.  
The BJP has a candidate at 52nd 
Longkhim-Chare AC in the person 
of Imtilemba Sangtam. Madhav 
was stated to have said that the BJP 
desires to build strong leaders from 
the ENPO region. 

Union Minister of State for 
Home Affairs Kiren Rijiju had said 
that the assembly elections in Na-
galand this time was very impor-
tant not only for the BJP but for 
Nagaland too. He had maintained 
that the state was “very important, 
crucial and sensitive for the coun-
try.” The duo also campaigned for 
Dr Longrineken, BJP candidate for 
29th Jangpetkong AC.
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Confirmed call

BLOs of Dimapur given updates 
about handling voters slips

Town Hall meeting in Kohima offers many an assurance

Solanuo Badze dedicated at Kohima village

NAAC assessment orientation at Salesian collegeExcise penalizes two 
for NLTP violation

Commissioner of Taxes notifies

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 

Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA - - - - -

ZBT - - - - -

MON 26.2 12 16.7 87 NIL

TUENSANG 15 9 4.8 57 NIL

MKG 15.2 8 7 63 NIL

PHEK - - - - -

KIPHIRE 25 8 8 90 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 21 10.5 10.5 58 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 26 13 14.5 65 NIL

JALUKIE 26 14 15.4 100 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 25 15.2 15.7 58 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Movement of log trucks  
to be restricted in Peren
According to the Feb. 9 discussion that was conducted between 
the Peren district administration, police, Forest department and 
Peren District Timber Trade Union, the district election officer 
of Peren, Smita Sarangi has informed that movement of log 
trucks would be restricted within the district from Feb. 20. The 
prohibition will continue till the process of election is completed. 
Loaded timber trucks will be given time to clear from their 
respective location till Feb. 23.

CNC calls for special prayers
The Council of Nagalim Churches of the NSCN (IM) has called 
for a special prayers on Feb. 19 at 9:30 am at the Diphupar Ao 
Baptist Church in Dimapur, near the Cease Fire Monitoring Cell 
office. The council has invited all those interested to attend the 
programme.

Wokha: Special training  
for polling personnel 
The district election officer of Wokha has informed that there will 
be special training on Feb. 19 at 10 am at the DBs court, deputy 
commissioner’s office complex, for those polling personnel who 
have failed to attend trainings. All personnel in concern have 
been directed to attend the same positively. Also, it has informed 
that hands on training for polling personnel everyday during 
office hours at the same venue. Any personnel having doubts 
regarding any polling procedures may clarify.

NEWS IN BRIEF

maintained and to make 
sure that there is no dis-
turbance during polling 
process to avoid any ad-
verse remark is given to 
any BLO by general ob-
server as they visit poll-
ing station any time, he 
informed.

The assistant elec-

tion officer of Dimapur, 
R o l l a n d  Me r r y  w h o 
also address the train-
ing programme said that 
the EPIC should reach 
the rightful person and 
should not be kept with 
the concerned council / 
ward chairman. On this 
ground, he instructed 

BLOs to hand over the 
EPIC to the rightful per-
son and obtain their sig-
nature in the EPIC reg-
ister.

After the training, vot-
ers’ slips were distributed 
to the BLOs to be distrib-
uted to the voters from 
tomorrow. 

to have him elected.
“Nagas are waiting for 

fresh candidates to bring 
change in the society. 

NDPP is the answer for 
the Nagas,” he asserted. 
He assured to ‘have equal 
treatment for all’ once 

elected.
NPF candidate Ke-

neizhakho Nakhro, a 
former contractor, said 

he would work ‘according 
to the best interest of the 
people’ if elected.

“My chair will be open 

Dimapur, Feb. 17 (EMN): 
Salesian College of High-
er Education (SCHE) or-
ganised an orientation 
programme on the NAAC 
assessment and accredi-
tation process on Feb. 17. 

Dr. Ranjan Kumar Be-
hera, dean of Social Sci-
ences, Patkai Christian 
College and a recipient 
of Governor Gold Medal 
in 2015 and a member of 
CQAC, dept. of Higher 
Education was the re-
source person. A press 
release from institu-
tion informed about the 
event.

NSCN (IM) 
mourns

D i m a p u r, Fe b. 1 7 
(EMN): The Govern-
ment of the People’s 
Republic of Nagalim 
has expressed grief to 
learn about the de-
mise of ‘deputy kilon-
ser’ of Konyak region, 
Pewang Konyak, on 
Feb. 16 at Nikos Hos-
pital in Dimapur.

Pe w a n g  j o i n e d 
the service on Feb. 21 
2009 and had served 
with sincerity and 
dedication in various 
capacity till his last 
breath, the MIP said 
in a message.

The group lament-
ed that his demise 
had brought ‘irrepa-
rable loss’ to leaving 
a huge vacuum which 
would be difficult to 
fill.

The NSCN (IM) 
said it shall always 
cherish the steadfast 
c o m m i t m e n t  a n d 
sacrificial service he 
had rendered.

T h e  g r o u p  h a s 
expressed sympathy 
and prays to the Al-
mighty God to give 
solace and strength to 
the bereaved family 
and eternal peace to 
the departed.

Dimapur, Feb. 17 (EMN): 
The District Excise, Di-
mapur duty party  at 
Newfield Excise Check-
gate, Dimapur led by 
AIE Mainshila Aier along 
with f ive  constables 
while keeping vigil for 
suspected vehicle move-
ments, seized and recov-
ered 50 cases from one 
Mahindra Bolero bearing 
Regd No.N L06/0193 on 
Feb. 17 at around 6:40 
am. This was informed 
on Sat. by the Excise au-
thority.

In this connection, 

one Vika Yeptho son of 
Kuivato (25 yrs), resident 
of Kushiabill, Dimapur 
has been arrested and 
booked under the rele-
vant section of the NLTP 
Act of 1989. 

In a separate seizure, 
Excise Mobile Squad 
Special Task Force on 
Feb. 14 seized 1416 bot-
tles of assorted liquor.

For the stated reason 
one Bikas son of Hari, 
resident of 4th Mile, Di-
mapur has been arrested 
and booked under rele-
vant section of NLTP Act. 

Dimapur, Feb. 17 (EMN): 
A renovated resting place 
called Lt. Solanuo Badze 
constructed at Keyake, 
P-Khel in Kohima vil-
lage was formally dedi-
cated on Saturday by the 
parish priest of Christ 
King Church, Rev. Fr. Pe-
ter Salwe. The place was 
dedicated to the public 
by great grand children 
of Pienyü.  A press release 
received on Sat. updated. 

Solanuo Pienyü is a 

wife of Rheichalie Pienyü, 
a peshkar, who was also 
the first president of Naga 
Club, the press release 
stated.

Delivering a speech at 
the programme, Prasielie 
Pienyu said that the rest-
ing place was constructed 
and erected on Jan. 23 
1929 by Rheichalie (Hi-
sale) Pienyü in memory of 
his wife Solanu. 

Rheichalie, son of Pu-
salie Pienyu was born in 

1864, joined the Amer-
ican Missionary estab-
lished Mission School and 
studied up to class VI and 
later joined the deputy 
commissioner’s office as 
peshkar during the Brit-
ish regime under service 
no.1110, he said.

The monolith erected 
reads how he settled many 
disputes /cases which 
might lead to village or 
tribe serious conflicts, he 
infromed.

Dimapur, Feb. 17 (EMN): In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (d) sub-rule 14 
of Rule 138 of the Nagaland Goods and Services Tax Rules, 2017 (herein after referred 
to as the “said Rules”) the Commissioner of State Taxes, Dimapur has declared June 
1 for intra-state movement of goods (movement of goods which commences and 
terminates within the state). 

Provisions of rules 138 of the said rules relating to furnishing of information prior 
to commencement of intra-state movement of goods within the state and generation 
of e-way bill for such movement of goods will apply on and from June for all taxable 
goods of any value. No e-way bill under rule 138 shall be required to be generated on 
intra-state movement of goods within the state till May 31, the notification stated.

E-way bill can be generated from the common Goods and Services Tax Electronic 
Portal www.ewaybillgst.gov.in before the commencement of movement of goods.

Candidates along with leaders of the Western Urban Panchayats Union at the APO hall in Kohima on Feb. 17.
EM Images

Family members and well wishers at the dedication of Solanuo Badze at Keyake, P-Khel, at Kohima village.

Dr. Ranjan Kumar Behera with faculty and members of SCHE after the programme.

Sushil Kumar Patel addressing BLOs during the orientation programme in Dimapur. 

The accused along with confiscated items.

The additional deputy commissioner of Chiephobozou in Kohima district, Sangmai C Imlong  and 
extra additional commissioner of Botsa, Bendang  handing over the certificate of election to Neiphiu 
Rio, newly-elected member to the 13th Nagaland Legislative Assembly from 11th Northern Angami 
II assembly constituency on Sat. Feb. 17. Rio emerged uncontested after a rival candidate from the 
Naga People’s Front withdrew candidature on Feb. 12.

for all the constituency 
people, while I will work 
with transparency,” Na-
khro said. He assured to 
give his best to developing 
the constituency particu-
larly the five colonies of 
Kohima town.   

“NPF is a party which 
safeguards the interest of 
the Naga people, and also 
the identity, culture and 
tradition of our people,” 
Nakhro said. He main-
tained that “the NPF is a 
party which do not sub-
scribe to the order and 
advice of any high com-
mand.”

NPP candidate and 
former MLA Asu Keyho 
said that the party will be 
‘the decider’ in govern-
ment formation at the 
13th NLA. He appealed to 
the voters of the constitu-
ency to vote for his party.

Referring to Manipur 
where Ibobi Singh could 

not form the govt. de-
spite having 28 elected 
Congress representatives, 
Keyho said a similar situ-
ation will happen in Na-
galand as he ‘foresees that 
a coalition government 
would be in place’ after 
the assembly elections.

Keyho sought the sup-
port of voters by claiming 
that he had better chanc-
es of getting a ministerial 
birth compared to his two 
opponents. 

“Going by seniority, 
I am pretty sure of get-
ting a ministerial birth if 
elected. My other two op-
ponents, though elected, 
they will remain as an 
MLA in the 13th NLA. 
And this may be a disad-
vantage to the constitu-
ency,” he claimed. He 
assured to give ‘special 
attention’ to the five colo-
nies of Kohima town if he 
is elected.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 17 (EMN): A 
second Town Hall meet-
ing—or “common plat-
form” to mean an event 
where political candi-
dates speak about their 
visions—for five colonies 
of Kohima town was con-
ducted on Feb. 17 at the 
APO hall in Kohima. Ko-
hima town comes under 
the 8th Western Angami 
assembly constituency.

Candidates Kevisekho 
Kruse (Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party; 
NDPP), Keneizhakho Na-
khro (Naga People’s Front; 
NPF) and Asu Keyho (Na-
tional People’s Party; NPF) 
were at the programme 
which was organised by 
eight Western Urban Pan-
chayats Union (WUPC). 

Addressing the gath-
ering, NDPP candidate 
Kevisekho Kruse, a retired 
chief engineer of the Pub-

lic Health Engineering 
department, said that his 
intention to contest in the 
assembly elections was 
to ‘provide stable leader-
ship.’ He asserted that 
many political leaders 
were ‘directionless and 
had no vision and pro-
gramme for the people of 
the constituency.’ 

“If elected, I am here 
to give leadership. We 
have to wake up and cre-
ate opportunities for the 
people of the society. If 
we continue with this 
trend, we will be left dis-
appointed as more and 
more problems will crop 
up,” Kruse said.

Expressing hope that 
the NDPP-BJP alliance 
will be forming the next 
government under the 
leadership of the chief 
ministerial candidate 
Neiphiu Rio, Kruse sought 
the support of the people 

Pienyu was a founding 
member of the only Naga 
Club formed in 1918 and 
became the first presi-
dent of the club which 
functioned at Chotobosti 
(now called Kitsubozou). 
He was a Naga national-
ist, a mastermind and a 
signatory to the famous 
memorandum submitted 
to the Simon Commis-
sion on Jan. 10 1929, the 
press release stated.

Pienyu is also said to 
have translated Easop-
fables (Greek) to Anga-
mi dialect called “Tefü 
Dzeda” which was very 
popular and was read in 
the school. 

Since he had great 
concern for education 
of the Nagas, he was in-
cluded as member in the 
construction of commit-
tee of Government High 
School, Zienuo Badze 
(Now called Ruzhukhrie 
H i g h e r  S e c o n d a r y 
School), which was the 
first and oldest school 
Government High School 
in Kohima. His contribu-
tion towards this school 
was one of the highest 
amongst the Nagas, it 
added.

Pienyü died in 1944 
just before the World 
War-II broke out.

Dimapur, Feb. 17 (EMN): 
Training and orientation 
programme for booth 
level officers (BLOs) of 
Dimapur district for the 
forthcoming 13thNaga-
land Legislative Assem-
bly election was held at 
conference hall of Com-
missioner of Taxes in 
Dimapur on Feb. 17. A 
DPRO report on Saturday 
updated.

DEO Dimapur, Sushil 
Kumar Patel briefing the 
gathering stated that the 
most important and cru-
cial part is the distribution 
of voters slips which were 
instructed to BLOs. He 
also reminded them that 
the undistributed voter 
slips (absentees, shifted 
and death) should be sub-
mitted to their respected 
returning officers.

Proper line of male 
and female should be 

The resource per-
son highlighted various 
criteria for assessment 
of the college. From his 
experiences, he enlight-

ened the governing body, 
teaching faculty and stu-
dents about the required 
areas to work upon. 

Dr. Behera further 

encouraged the gath-
ering to work with one 
goal towards getting the 
college accreditation by 
NAAC. 
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Khriehu Liezietsu and Kekhrie Yhome are seen at the Town Hall 
meeting organised by the KVC in Kohima on Feb. 17.

EM Images

NPF seeks public mandate to work 
towards Naga political solution

Candidates woo voters with development agenda

JD (U) urges WVC 
to recall resolution Elections to be held under CCTV surveillance 

Dimapur, Feb. 17 (EMN): Minis-
ter and senior Naga People’s Front 
(NPF) leader, Imkong L Imchen, 
has sought the mandate of the Naga 
people in the forthcoming Nagaland 
assembly elections to enable the 
government bring about an early 
and honourable solution to the pro-
tracted Naga political problem.

Addressing the NPF workers in 
Mokokchung town, Imchen reiter-
ated that solving the Naga political 
problem has been the primary ob-
jective of the NPF party.

“Our commitment to resolve the 
Naga political issue has been stead-
fastly constant and unshakeable and 
our party was the first to start the 
slogan of “Solution before election” 
when our party-led government 
passed a resolution in the assembly 
on December 15, 2017, urging the 
Government of India to solve the 
Naga political problem before hold-
ing elections to the 13th Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly,” Imchen said. 

“The BJP has not given any time 
line to resolve the Naga political 
problem, but since it is in power at 
the Centre we trust that the party 

would keep its word and there is no 
reason why we should doubt their 
declaration,” he added.

MLA Nuklutoshi, who is contest-
ing on NPF ticket from Arkakong 
Constituency, also speaking on the 
occasion today, assured that all ten 
candidates of the party plus another 
Ao candidate from Dimapur district 
would return to the 13th House and 
extend unflinching support to the 
chief minister TR Zeliang.

MLA Dr. Benjongliba Aier, who 
is contesting from Janpetkong Con-
stituency on NPF ticket, informed 
the chief minister that all the party’s 
candidates in Mokokchung district 
have comfortable advantages over 
their rivals and exuded confidence 
that the party should do extremely 
well in the district.

Comparing Rio to the Biblical char-
acter Jonah, whose presence on board 
the boat on its way to Nineveh threat-
ened to sink the craft, Dr. Aier said ear-
lier the NPF had a Jonah on the boat of 
NPF which almost resulted in a political 
tragedy for the party but that “now, Jon-
ah has left the NPF and our ship should 
have smooth sailing from now on.”

Former minister and present NPF 
candidate from Mongoya constituen-
cy Dr. Ngangshi Ao thanked the chief 
minister for narrating in detail the turn 
of political events ever since Rio de-
cided to go to the Parliament and also 
the numerous developmental projects 
TR Zeliang had introduced during his 
tenure in the district especially on the 
road sector, and assured the chief min-
ister that they the candidates and lead-
ers gathered today would go to their 
respective constituencies and educate 
the people properly.

The former minister made spe-
cial mention of the party president 
of the division Moasangba describ-
ing him as “a dynamic stalwart of the 
party having sterling qualities as a 
leader and an inspiration to the rank 
and file of party men and women” 
and requested party leadership to 
“reward him befittingly in the days 
to come for his loyalty, dedication 
and contribution to the NPF party.”

The meeting was chaired by the 
party division’s general secretary 
(Administration) Tangit Imsong.

This was stated in a press release 
issued by NPF press bureau.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima Feb. 17 (EMN): 
As Nagaland readies for 
the forthcoming state as-
sembly election, the Kohi-
ma Village Council (KVC)   
organised another Town 
Hall meeting—or,  “com-
mon platform”—for    can-
didates from 10th North-
ern Angami-I  assembly 
constituency  at Ziekezou, 
Kewhimia ground on Feb. 
17. The Town Hall meet-
ing was organised with 
the primary objective of  
providing a platform to    
the candidates to speak 
about their plans and de-
velopment policies to the 
electorate. 

The candidates in 
fray for the 13th Naga-
land Legislative Assembly 
general election from the 
constituency are Khriehu 
Liezietsu of Naga People’s 
Front (NPF), who was first 
elected as MLA in 2013, 
and Kekhrie Yhome of 
Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP), 
who as a young entrant 
contested in the by-elec-
tion 2017.

Highlighting some 
projects that have been 
successfully undertaken 

Dimapur, Feb. 17 (EMN): Janata Dal 
United has taken strong exception to the 
alleged resolution taken by the Wokha 
Village Council (WVC) dated March 25, 
2017, wherein it resolved to support only 
Dr. Chumben and that no other person 
would be allowed to contest in the ensu-
ing State assembly elections.

A JD (U) press release issued by is 
national secretary general and spokes-
person KC Tyagi stated that the resolu-
tion has attracted the Section 123 of the 
Representation of the People Act 1951. 
He also stated that the resolution was 
passed with ill intention which also at-
tracted Section 131, 132, 133, 135 of the 
Representation of the People Act 1951 
and Section 171-D of the Indian Penal 
Code.

In the light of the above stated argu-
ment, the Janata Dal (United), has served 
an urgent ultimatum to the Wokha Vil-
lage Council to immediately revoke their 
resolution dated March 25, 2017, pertain-
ing to the ensuing general election 2018. 

The JD(U) has affirmed to leave no 
stones unturned to ensure a free and 
fair election. JD (U) further stated that it 
would not hesitate to knock the door of 
the Election Commission of India (ECI) 
against the candidature of aforemen-
tioned person if the WVC does not judi-
ciously pay heed to its call. 

ENCSU supports clean election 

Pilgrim school excels at natl. level contest

Dimapur, Feb. 17 (EMN): Uphold-
ing the clean election campaign 
initiated by the Nagaland Baptist 
Church Council (NBCC), Eastern 
Nagaland College Students’ Un-
ion (ENCSU) has appealed all the 
constituents unitd to vote for the 
right candidates in the ensuing 
state assembly elections sched-
uled on February 27.

ENCSU president, M Longre 
Chang, and the general secretary, 
Wangnei C Jessuhu, have jointly 
appealed to all members to exer-
cise their franchise in clean and 
fair manner.

ENCSU has appealed all the 
college students to be ambas-
sadors of clean election to their 

friends, family and localities. It 
also requested the voters to exer-
cise their franchise without fear 
and abstain from corrupt prac-
tices. 

ENCSU also appealed the can-
didates to know the value of clean, 
free and fair elections by consider-
ing that they are representing the 
people of their constituency. 

With the successful imple-
mentation of clean election, ENC-
SU was hopeful that Naga society 
would witness the dawn of peace 
and harmony in the land.

ENCSU further hoped that Na-
gas would continue to uphold the 
principle of clean election even in 
the upcoming elections. 

Dimapur, Feb. 17 (EMN): Im-
kongsunep and Sentimongla 
Longkumer from Pilgrim Higher 
Secondary School, Dimapur, have 
secured the first and second posi-
tions in the national level slogan 
completion.

The competition was organ-
ised by the Nagaland Pollution 
Control Board (NPCB) and spon-
sored by the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate Change, 
Government of India. Imkong-

sunep and Sentimongla Long-
kumer received cash award of INR 
10,000 and INR 7,000 respectively. 

Besides, Okini K Jimo secured 
second position in the painting 
competition while Awe Naro re-
ceived the consolation prize. They 
were awarded with cash prizes of 
INR 7,000 and INR 2,000 respec-
tively.

Meanwhile, the school author-
ity has felicitated them for bring-
ing laurel to the school.

Dimapur, Feb. 17 (EMN): To en-
sure free and fair election, the State 
Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) has in-
formed that Close Circuit Television 
(CCTV) surveillance would be in-
stalled in the polling stations across 
the State  with either webcasting or 
offline videography.

Informing this in a press release, 
the Chief Electoral Officer, Abhi-
jit Sinha, informed that additional 
manpower for webcasting has been 
identified by the DEOs specifically 
for this purpose known as opera-
tor. The operator would however be 
under the overall supervision of the 
presiding officer and the 1st poll-
ing official, who have been given 
hands-on training on the various 
aspect of webcasting. On the day of 
poll, the proceedings in the polling 
booth would be monitored by the 
respective RO/ DEO and the CEO.

The CEO stated that webcasting 
system would be installed one day 
prior to the day of poll at the poll-
ing station after the polling parties 
reach the location and the system 
checked. He stated that camera 
would be mounted at sufficient 
height and be appropriately se-
cured from physical damage. The 

camera would be so placed to cover 
the maximum possible area in the 
polling station without hampering 
the secrecy of vote.

The release also mentioned that 
webcasting would clearly capture 
and transmit the following aspects 
of the poll proceedings such as - the 
mock poll, process of identification 
of voter by polling officer, applica-
tion of indelible ink on the finger 
of the voter, initialisation of control 
unit of EVM by presiding officer 
after satisfactory identification of 
voter, voter’s visit to voting com-
partment for casting vote on the 
balloting unit of EVM but without 
showing cover face of ballot unit/ 
VVPAT so that the voter’s secrecy is 
preserved under all conditions and 
clear beep sound after press of the 
button, presence of polling agents 
to the possible extent at the time of 
closing of poll, distribution of slips/ 
tokens to the voters in queue and 
sealing of EVM (BU/CU), VVPAT 
and giving copies of Form 17C to 
polling agents.

ECI satisfy with poll preparedness
Election Commission of India (ECI) 
has expressed satisfaction to note 

that sufficient number of Electronic 
Voting Machines (EVM) and Voter 
Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) 
were available for taking the poll in 
the assembly constituencies of Na-
galand. Besides, it noted with sat-
isfaction that the polling personnel 
were well trained in handling the 
EVMs and VVPAT.

The Commission has specified 
that all the votes for the forthcom-
ing general elections to the Naga-
land Legislative Assembly would 
be recorded by means of EVMs and 
the VVPAT printers in the manner 
prescribed under the Conduct of 
Elections Rules, 1961, and the sup-
plementary instructions issued by 
the Commission from time to time 
on the subject.

The notification also stated that 
the Commission has approved the 
design of the EVM and the VVPAT 
printer as developed by the Bharat 
Electronics Ltd., Bangalore, and the 
Electronics Corporation of India 
Ltd., Hyderabad, to be used for giv-
ing and recording of votes in the as-
sembly constituencies.

This was stated in a notification 
issued by the media cell of the Chief 
Electoral Officer.

BATTLEGROUND 2018
51 Noksen Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Tuensang
Total Polling Stations : 22

Total Voters : 11611
Male Voters : 6115

Female Voters : 5496
Last sitting MLA : C. M. Chang(NPF)

Runner-up : Lima Onen Chang (NCP)
Margin : 1092

CANDIDATES IN 2018
W Chingmak Chang(NPF)

CM Chang(NDPP)
I Noksenlemba (INC)

K. Mangyangpula (NPP)

53 Tuensang Sadar-l Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Tuensang
Total Polling Stations : 32

Total Voters : 21532
Male Voters : 11499

Female Voters : 10033
Last sitting MLA : Toyang Chang(IND)

Runner-up :  L.Elam Chang (NPF)
Margin : 2272

CANDIDATES IN 2018
Toyang Chang(NPF)

T Mongko Chang(NDPP)

54 Tuensang Sadar-ll Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Tuensang
Total Polling Stations : 29

Total Voters : 15040
Male Voters : 7774

Female Voters : 7266
Last sitting MLA : Kejong Chang(NPF)

Runner-up : I.N.Mongba (INC)
Margin : 569

CANDIDATES IN 2018
Kejong Chang (NPF)

Rakhila (BJP)
H Wongto Chang (NPP)

H Zungkum Chang (NCP)

59 Seyochung-Sitimi Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Kiphire
Total Polling Stations : 46

Total Voters : 21668
Male Voters : 10742

Female Voters : 10926
Last sitting MLA : C. Kipili Sangtam(NPF)

Runner-up : Tsasepi Sangtam (INC)
Margin : 3399

CANDIDATES IN 2018
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60 Pungro-Kiphire Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Kiphire

Total Polling Stations : 65

Total Voters : 28670

Male Voters : 15021

Female Voters : 13649

Last sitting MLA : Torechu(NPF)

Runner-up : R Tsapikiu Sangtam (INC)
Margin : 4545

CANDIDATES IN 2018
Torechu(NPF)

Yankiu Yimchunger (BJP)
SK James (NPP)

T. Yangseo Sangtam (JDU)
Lithriyem Dupongle (NCP)

55 Tobu Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Mon
Total Polling Stations : 30

Total Voters : 18609
Male Voters : 9394

Female Voters : 9215
Last sitting MLA : Naiba(NPF)

Runner-up : Bongkhao (INC)
Margin : 2237

CANDIDATES IN 2018
Naiba Konyak(NPF)

N.Bongkhao Konyak (NDPP)

52 Longkhim‐Chare Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Tuensang
Total Polling Stations : 33

Total Voters : 21014
Male Voters : 10761

Female Voters : 10253
Last sitting MLA : A. Imtilemba Sangtam(NCP)

Runner-up : Thrinimong (INC)
Margin : 1459

CANDIDATES IN 2018
Muthingnyuba Sangtam(NPF)
A Imtilemba Sangtam (BJP)
T Cholongse Sangtam (NPP)

58 Shamator‐Chessore Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Tuensang
Total Polling Stations : 33

Total Voters : 17284
Male Voters : 8694

Female Voters : 8590
Last sitting MLA : R. Tohanba(NPF)

Runner-up : K.Yimso Yimchunger (JDU)
Margin : 2914

CANDIDATES IN 2018

R Tohanba(NPF)
Toshi Wongtung(NDPP)

K.Yimso Yimchunger (NPP)
H. Mukam (JDU)

57 Thonoknyu Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Tuensang
Total Polling Stations : 31

Total Voters : 18434
Male Voters : 9489

Female Voters : 8945
Last sitting MLA : L Khumo Khiamniungan(NCP)

Runner-up : S.Heno (NPF)
Margin : 1307

CANDIDATES IN 2018
S Heno Khiamniungan(NPF)

YP Chillio(NDPP)
Pakhiu Khiamniungan (INC)

L Khumo Khiamniungan (NPP)

56 Noklak Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Tuensang
Total Polling Stations : 28

Total Voters : 15480
Male Voters : 7990

Female Voters : 7490
Last sitting MLA : P. Longon(NPF)

Runner-up : H.Haiying (INC)
Margin : 3305

CANDIDATES IN 2018
P Longon(NPF)
H Haiying (BJP)

K. Khaming (JDU)
P Mulang (NCP)

Kipili Sangtam(NPF)
Kahsiho Sangtam (BJP)

during his stint as MLA, 
Khriehu Liezietsu has 
wooed voters from his 
constituency citing out 
some projects that are 
on the process to begin 
soon viz. working women 
hostel, Ziekezou stadium, 
Music Academy at Ph-
ezoucha, Rurban project, 
multi-level car parking etc.

While affirming to 
stand firm on the NPF 
party manifesto to carry 
out his proposed poli-
cies and visions, Liezi-
etsu also vowed to give 
his best services for the 
Nagas with truth and 
honesty as his guiding 
principle and to work for 
the uplift of youth and 
students, women em-
powerment, infrastruc-
ture developments, good 
roads, provide means of 

livelihood etc.
Soliciting the con-

tinuous support and help 
of the people, Liezietsu 
said ‘as I have decided 
and dedicated myself to 
render my services for the 
people, this constituency 
is my family. My vision is 
to see my constituency 
grow and develop in the 
coming years.’

Also speaking on the 
occasion, Kekhrie Yhome 
has underlined his vision 
to work with the youth 
for a progressive society. 
Yhome has also stressed 
on the need for young 
legislators who could ad-
dress the challenges and 
the needs of the chang-
ing times. He maintained 
that young people should 
get involve into politics 
to bring change and de-

velopment with renewed 
polices and approaches.

Politics, he said should 
not be played on party 
lines rather it is about the 
power of policies that can 
change the lives of the 
people, and pressed on 
the urgent need to elect 
the right representatives 
keeping in mind the con-
stant need to prepare for 
our present welfare and 
for the care of our future. 

Yhome has also stressed 
on the need for healthy de-
bates, new attitude and 
thinking as he observed 
the trust deficit between 
the people and its leader-
ship which has affected the 
growth and progress of the 
Nagas as a society.

He was of the view that 
NDPP with its farsighted 
policies and vision could 
protect the Naga people 
and help them grow and 
develop. 

Confidently stating 
‘within 20 days we will 
form the next govern-
ment’, Yhome solicited 
the support and coop-
eration of the youth and 
the wisdom of the elders 
to give him a chance to 
prove himself as a leader. 
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Agartala, Feb. 17 (IANS): Hours before 
Sunday’s assembly elections in Left-ruled 
Tripura, the Election Commission has 
appointed a Special Observer while the 
authorities have sealed the international 
and inter-state borders with Tripura.

Tripura Police ‘pushed back’ an Assam 
minister from Tripura for violating election 
rule.

Tripura Chief Electoral Officer Sriram 
Taranikanti said that the Election Com-
mission has appointed Indo Tibetan 
Border Police (ITBP) Director General R.K. 
Pachnanda as Special Observer to oversee 
the polling process in Tripura.

Pachnanda along with other senior offi-
cials on Saturday held meeting with district 
level officers including superintendent of 
police and Election Commission’s police 
observers through video conference.

He accompanied by other officers vis-
ited several parts of Tripura by helicopter 
and instructed the officials to act prop-
erly, an official of state election department 
said.

Pachnanda, an IPS officer of the 1983 
batch West Bengal cadre, was the Kolkata 
Police Commissioner.

Tripura Police Chief Akhil Kumar Shuk-
la said with the deployment of additional 
Border Security Force troopers, the 856-km 
India-Bangladesh border with Tripura has 
been sealed to prevent any intruder from 
across the borders.

“We have requested the Assam and Mi-
zoram Police to tighten the vigil along the 
inter-state borders. We have also deployed 
additional security force along Tripura’s 
borders with Assam and Mizoram to foil 
any unauthorised entry into the state dur-
ing the electioneering,” Shukla told the 
media.

Tripura shares 109 km borders with 
Mizoram and 53 km borders with Assam.

The police chief said that closed-circuit 
television (CCTV) cameras were also in-
stalled in the entry points of Tripura’s inter-
state borders with Assam and Tripura and 
some other strategic locations to closely 
monitor the situations.

“The Union Home Ministry has provid-
ed sufficient amount of security forces to 
conduct the elections freely and smoothly. 

A series of steps including installation of 
police help lines in all the eight district 
headquarters and police head quarters 
have been taken to thwart any attempt to 
upset the smooth polling,” the Director 
General of Police said.

Election Department official said that 
several helicopters have been pressed into 
service to supervise election management 
and an air ambulance has also kept stand-
by to ferry any security and civil official in 
exigencies.

Meanwhile, Tripura Police on Friday 
night asked Assam Minister of State for 
Power Pallab Lochan Das back to go back 
to his state from Gandacherra in Dhalai 
district for violating election code of con-
duct that bars an outsider from staying in 
an election-bound state after the end of 
campaigning.

Dhalai district police Chief Smriti Ran-
jan Das said: “The minister along with a BJP 
(Bharatiya Janata Party) leader was found 
at a tribal village in Gandachara area even 
after campaigning came to an end at 4 p.m. 
on Friday. We escorted him back from the 
area and asked him go back to Assam.”

The ruling Communist Party of India-
Marxist (CPI-M) also lodged a fresh com-
plaint before the Election Commission 
on asuspicious’ movement of an Assam 
Minister with “fake car permit”.

The CPI-M had earlier made several 
complained with the poll panel that thou-
sands of BJP and RSS (Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh) workers of several other states 
have been staying in hotels, lodges, rented 
houses and BJP leaders’ homes “ostensibly 
to create troubles on the day of polling”.

On Friday night, police also detained 
three RSS workers from Damdamia Bazar 
of Simna assembly constituency in West 
Tripura district with a vehicle moving in the 
areas after the end of the campaign.

When asked about the outsiders, 
the Chief Electoral Officer and Director 
General of Police separately said that the 
authorities already asked the unauthor-
ised outsiders to leave the state even as 
the police are conducting searches in all 
possible locations to identify the unau-
thorised outsiders and to deport them 
from the state.

Imphal, Feb. 17 (IANS): Ma-
nipur Education Minister T. 
Radheshyam on Saturday said 
during a surprise visit, he found 
goats occupying two empty 
classrooms of a school in Khela-
khong of the state, as there were 
no students, though the school 
authorities had claimed a “com-
fortable number of students”.

On the basis of false claims, 
mid-day meals, books, and 
school uniforms were being 
taken on a regular basis from the 
government, he said.

The Minister made surprise 

visits to some schools under 
Mayang Imphal and Wabagai 
assembly constituencies on Sat-
urday.

He said: “It was embarrassing 
that students were not present 
in some schools and the school 
buildings are in bad shape. New 
buildings will have to be con-
structed if the existing ones can-
not be repaired.

“There was no student in 
some schools and some teachers 
were also absent. The teachers 
will be suspended for not tak-
ing disciplinary action (against 

students).”
The local residents told the 

Minister that about five years ago, 
there were nearly 200 students in 
the school at Khelakhong, while 
another school claimed that 
there were 32 students. However, 
the Minister found that there 
were just two students.

Another school had claimed 
to have 72 students, although 
there were just 16. The headmas-
ter had informed the Minister 
that, apart from himself, there 
were two teachers. But, the Min-
ister found that the teachers were 

not in the school premises.
The headmaster explained to 

him that the teachers had gone 
for some work. However, not sat-
isfied with this explanation, the 
Minister said that appropriate 
action would be taken against the 
absent teachers. 

He added that in another 
school, there were eight teach-
ers and just 45 students and 
they had been regularly getting 
mid-day meal and other ben-
efits from the government. They 
would face tough action, the 
Minister said.

Dalu (Meghalaya), Feb. 17 
(IANS): Information and 
Broadcasting Minister Smriti 
Irani on Saturday hit out at 
Meghalaya Home Minister 
Horju Donkupar Roy Lyn-
gdoh over the alleged gang-
rape of a minor girl in his 
son’s guest-house.

Four people reportedly 
raped the 14-year-old girl 
at the Marvelene’s Inn, the 
guest house run by Lyngdoh’s 
son Nathaniel Osbert Rym-
mai.

“The job of a Home Min-
ister is to protect women and 
children, but in Meghalaya 
it is a reverse. It is sad and 
shocking that in Meghalaya, 
where women are held in 
high esteem, such an inci-
dent has taken place,” she 
said, addressing an election 
rally here near the India-
Bangladesh border.

Irani was campaigning 
for Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) candidate Kurosh R. 
Marak, who is contesting 
from Dalu constituency in 
West Garo Hills district. Ma-
rak is also a sitting member 
of Garo Hills Autonomous 
District Council.

“Meghalaya has a unique 
culture and tradition and the 
confidence of women and 
children is fascinating. Our 
party believes in empowering 
women and we will be able 
to drive the agenda in Meg-
halaya to further their cause.”

Wooing the 9,29,314 
women electorate to vote in 
favour of the BJP, Irani prom-
ised that if her party was 
voted to power, a dedicated 
women police force would 
be in place to ensure security 
of women.

“The pride of women has 
to be restored and we will 
ensure that women in Meg-
halaya feel safe, secure and 
independent,” she said.

Striking a cord with wom-
en electorate in Meghalaya’s 
Dalu and Zikzak in Garo hills, 
she tried to instill hope and 
reiterated the commitment 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to ensure free gas cylin-
ders to poor household.

“Women in India work 
tirelessly cooking food on 
traditional ‘chula’ to bring 
smile on their children’s face. 
So, Modi decided to provide 
gas cylinder to poor women 
to ease their problem,” Irani 
said.

Accusing the Congress-
led state government of fail-
ing in its responsibilities for 
50 years, which “Modi made 
possible in three years”, she 
said: “In absence of proper 
healthcare facilities, our peo-
ple have to avail treatment in 
neighbouring Bangladesh.

“This is a blot on Con-
gress government that they 
have not been able to pro-
vide healthcare services to its 
people. Modi has subsidised 
the rate of crucial medicines, 
but Mukul Sangma (Chief 
Minister) has failed to pro-
vide those medicines to the 
people of Meghalaya.”

The BJP, which failed to 
win a single seat in the 2013 
assembly elections, has field-
ed its candidates in 47 out of 
60 seats. Among the party’s 
contestants are four former 
legislators of the ruling Con-
gress-led Meghalaya Alliance. 

Elections in the state are 
due on February 27 and the 
counting March 3.

Shillong, Feb. 17 (PTI): The Election 
Commission has issued a show cause 
to the BJP as why the circulation of 
“chargesheet”, a booklet prepared by 
them enlisting corruption and sex racket 
cases against some incumbent Con-
gress ministers, should not be stopped 
in the poll-bound Meghalaya.

The chargesheet was released by 
Union Tourism Minister K J Alphons 
here on February 8.

The booklet is titled 15 years of loot, 
15 years of destruction .

The Congress had lodged a com-
plaint with the Election office against it.

Acting on Congress complaint, 
the Election Commission issued show 
cause to the BJP as why the circulation of 

the chargesheet should not be stopped 
for allegedly violating the Representa-
tion of People s Act.

The saffron party was asked to reply 
before 5 pm today which they complied.

Detail of the BJP’s reply, however, 
was not known.

Chief Electoral Officer F R Kharkon-
gor said the booklet appears to have 
been published by the BJP without 
indicating the names and details of the 
printer, along with the name and de-
tails of the publisher as per the Election 
Commission’s guidelines.

Section 127 A of the Act prohibits 
any person to print or publish election 
pamphlets/posters without the name 
and address of the printer and publisher.

‘Karbi youth festival 
begins’
Eastern Mirror, Feb. 17 
edition

The second para-
graph to the second 
column of the news re-
port reads “...he spoke 
about how the Karbi 
youth festival was first 
organised in 1974 in Im-
phal...” It should read “...
in Diphu.” 

Shillong, Feb. 17 (IANS): Former Assam 
Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Satur-
day appealed to the Meghalaya voters 
not to fall for the BJP’s “false promises” 
of turning it into a model state in case 
the party was voted to power.

“They (BJP) promise everything. 
They will promise even the Moon. They 
promised to give two lakh jobs annually 
(before the 2014 general elections). I 
want to ask them how much central 
government jobs they have given to 
Meghalaya,” he asked while speaking 
to journalists here.

Voicing fear that the Hindutva 
movement is gaining ground in the 
country, the veteran Congress legisla-
tor said: “Such development is against 
democracy and secularism in India.”

Election to the 60-member Megha-
laya Assembly will be held on February 
27. The Congress leader claimed that 

people of Assam who voted for the 
Bharatiya Janata Party are now realis-
ing their mistake. “In Assam, after the 
the BJP came to power, the condition 
of roads has worsened and prices of 
essential commodities have gone up.”

He also accused the NDA govern-
ment at the Centre of taking away the 
special category status from northeast-
ern states. “What did Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi give in the last four 
years? They snatched the special cat-
egory status of Meghalaya. Instead of 
giving more ,assistance they are only 
paying lip service,” Gogoi said.

He also said that the BJP-led cen-
tral government was only good in 
repackaging old schemes (started by 
the earlier United Progressive Alliance 
government).  “The Congress wants 
all flowers to bloom but the BJP wants 
only the lotus to bloom,” Gogoi said. 

Aizawl, Feb. 17 (PTI): 
Over 94 per cent people 
in Mizoram have Aadhaar 
cards, a sizable increase 
since late last year, a state 
government official today 
said. “As on September 23 
last year, the percentage of 
the state’s population with 
Aadhaar card was 79.88 
which jumped to 94.15 
per cent on February 10, 

2018,” the official from 
General Administration 
Department said.

He  a d d e d  t h a t  a 
number of people had 
earlier refused to go for 
Aadhaar owing to reli-
gious beliefs. However, 
they were forced to relent 
as it was difficult to avail 
benefits without Aadhaar 
card.

Itanagar, Feb. 17 (PTI): 
Assam Rifles have appre-
hended four over ground 
workers (OGWs) of the 
United Liberation Front 
of Asom (independent) 
during an operation in 
Changlang district of Aru-
nachal Pradesh, a defence 
release said today.

AR had launched a 
special operation yester-
day based on preliminary 
inputs on the presence of 
suspected OGWs in Malu-
gaon area and apprehend-
ed the four along with one 
.22 pistol, it said.

The four confessed to 
supplying weapons from 

Dimapur to Sadiya and 
Kakopathar and was pre-
viously involved in loot-
ing, smuggling and extor-
tion of local populace, the 
release said. They were 
handed over to Margherita 
police station in Assam 
and an FIR was lodged, the 
release added.

Agartala, Feb. 17 (IANS): The 
CPI-M is confident of retaining 
power in its bastion of Tripura 
in Sunday’s assembly elections 
and achieving a turnaround in 
the Left movement across the 
country, though the BJP is bat-
tling tooth and nail to oust the 
Left Front government.

In India’s 65-year-long elec-
toral history, the country’s domi-
nant Left party, the Communist 
Party of India-Marxist (CPI-M), 
has never been in direct confron-
tation with the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP).

However, political develop-
ments in Tripura in 2016 and 
2017 have set the stage for their 
first face-to-face battle as the 
saffron outfit has emerged as 
the key opposition party in this 
Communist-ruled northeastern 
state.

All the top leaders of CPI-M, 
BJP, Congress and Trinamool 
Congress participated in the 
hectic two-month long poll cam-
paign that ended on Friday af-
ternoon.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, BJP President Amit Shah 
and party’s General Secretary 
in-charge of northeastern states 
Ram Madhav, the Chief Min-
isters of five BJP-ruled states, 
CPI-M General Secretary Sitaram 
Yechury, many party politburo 
members including Prakash 
Karat, Brinda Karat, Biman Bose, 
addressed a record number of 
election rallies since December.

Hours before the end of cam-
paign, Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi and other central leaders 
boosted the campaign of the 
Congress party, which has been 
hit by large numbers of top state 
party leaders, seven MLAs and 
huge number of workers joining 
the BJP since last year.

Trinamool Congress, which 
allied with two tribal-based par-
ties -- Indigenous Nationalist 
Party of Tripura and National 

Conference of Tripura - boosted 
its poll campaign by roping in 
senior leaders and film stars from 
West Bengal.

Ballotting will take place in 59 
of the 60 assembly constituen-
cies. Polling has been deferred 
in Charilam due to the death 
of CPI-M candidate Ramendra 
Narayan Debbarma. It will be 
held on March 12.

In all 292 candidates, includ-
ing 23 women and many inde-
pendents, would be testing their 
electoral fortunes in Sunday’s 
election. Counting will take place 
on March 3.

After Tripura become a full 
fledged state in January 1972 
along with Meghalaya and Ma-
nipur, the CPI-M dominated Left 
Front was in power since 1978 ex-
cept for 11 years (1972-1977 and 
1988-1993) when the Congress 
and the breakaway Congress led 
by five Chief Ministers ran the 
state.

During 1988-1993 Congress 
in alliance with the tribal-based 
political party - Tripura Upajati 
Juba Samity - governed the state.

The Congress, which since 
1983 fought the elections in alli-
ance with the tribal-based party, 
is facing the poll battle alone this 
time.

The BJP, which previously 
fought elections alone, has 
aligned with the tribal-based 
party Indigenous People’s Front 
of Tripura (IPFT) for Sunday’s 
election. The IPFT has since 2009 
been agitating for a separate state 
containing Tripura Tribal Areas 
Autonomous District Council.

The separate state demand 
has been rejected by all political 
parties.

The ruling CPI-M has fielded 
57 candidates, leaving one seat 
each to its Left Front partners 
-- the Communist Party of India, 
Forward Bloc and Revolutionary 
Socialist Party.

The BJP is contesting 51 seats 

and has left nine seats for ally 
IPFT.

The Congress fielded candi-
dates for all 60 constituencies. 
However, Congress’ official nom-
inee (Sukumar Chandra Das) in 
Kakraban-Shalgarha assembly 
seat (Scheduled Caste reserved 
seat), withdrew his nomination 
and joined the BJP.

The Trinamool Congress has 
fielded 24 candidates.

The BJP, which has never won 
any assembly seat in Tripura so 
far and secured a mere 1.54 per 
cent votes in 2013, is very con-
fident of getting a reasonable 
number of vote share and seats 
in the elections.

Of the 60 seats, 20 are reserved 
for tribals and 10 for Scheduled 
Caste.

One third of Tripura’s around 
40 lakh populations are tribals. 
Their official language is tribal 
‘Kokborok’.

In the 2013 assembly elec-
tions, the CPI-M alone had won 
49 seats, while CPI secured one. 
In the 2016 by-elections, CPI-M 
wrested the Barjala seat from 
the Congress taking the Left tally 
to 51.

The Election Commission has 
appointed 25 general observers, 
eight police observers and 19 
expenditure observers to oversee 
the poll process.

Over 30,000 civil officials 
would be engaged in the conduct 
of the elections.

The poll panel, on the request 
of the state government, has 
also deployed more than 30,000 
additional central para-military 
forces.

Tripura Chief Electoral Officer 
Sriram Taranikanti said that in 
the election, 2,573,413 electors, 
including 1,268,027 women and 
47,803 first-time voters, are eligi-
ble to exercise their franchise.

He said: “To conduct the elec-
tions, 3,214 polling stations, in-
cluding 47 all-women stations, 

will be set up across Tripura.”
Over 300 companies of Cen-

tral Para-Military troopers, state 
armed forces from many states 
besides thousands of Tripura 
State Rifles and state police 
personnel have been deployed 
across the state.

“Opposition parties always 
depend on the anti-incumbency 
sentiment of voters... No leader in 
the state party can even remotely 
approximate the stature and 
status of Chief Minister Manik 
Sarkar,” political analyst Ram-
eswar Bhattacharjee said.

CPI-M General Secretary Sita-
ram Yechury, referring to the BJP’s 
campaign, told IANS: “The BJP 
would be stopped in Tripura in 
its continuing (string of) election 
victories in the country and this 
would be its Waterloo.”

“The BJP formed govern-
ments in Manipur and Goa (ear-
lier last year) by using money 
power and illegal means. They 
have used all methods to win in 
Tripura as they have declared 
that Left-ruled states, including 
Kerala, are their main targets,” 
Yechury said.

Assam Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma, who is the BJP’s 
Tripura election in-charge, 
claimed that Tripura would be 
the BJP’s 20th state.

Besides Sarkar, the other 
prominent candidates of the 
Left Front are Health and PWD 
Minister Badal Chowdhury, 
Tribal Welfare Minister Aghore 
Debbarma, party secretary Bi-
jan Dhar and chief spokesman 
Gautam Das, all CPI-M central 
committee members, Education 
Minister Tapan Chakraborty, 
Power Minister Manik Dey and 
Lok Sabha member Jitendra 
Chowdhury. 

The Congress’ important 
nominees are state party Chief 
Birajit Sinha, Congress legislator 
Gopal Roy and former Minister 
Laxmi Nag.
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Various activities seen in performance during day-two of the going 44th KYF being held at the Karbi People’s 
Hall, Taralangso, Vothatlangso Karbi Cultural Society zones.

Tripura polls: EC appoints special 
observer; all borders sealed

Goats replace students in classrooms of Manipur school

Smriti Irani targets M’laya minister over sex scandal
EC issues show-cause notice to BJP for circulation 
of ‘chargesheet’ naming Congress ministers 

Correction
Don’t fall for BJP’s false promises, 
Gogoi tells Meghalaya voters

Over 94 per cent people in 
Mizoram now have Aadhaar cards

Four Ulfa (I) OWGs apprehended in Arunachal

Day-two: Karbi blossoms 

Tripura assembly elections today
Left confident of Tripura victory, BJP giving tough fight



Education and students’ welfare: The 
party has promised a new students’ in-
surance cover scheme within a period 
of three months to provide for deaths 
and illness of registered students 
studying outside the state. 

The NDPP’s vision document also 
seeks to empower the Fourth Estate–
the Press and media community–by 
promising that the state’s accredita-
tion policy would be reviewed in con-
sultation with journalists. That way 
journalists are protected and their wel-
fare addressed; a press club facility will 
be developed with modern amenities 
and facilities that cater to the needs 
of journalists besides hosting events, 
seminars, and discussions.

“We will develop accessible envi-
ronments such as designated parking 
spaces, wheel-chair-friendly struc-
tures and other measures in reforming 
disability benefits,” read the NDPP 
policy for people with disabilities. 

Other significant promises an-
nounced by the party include ‘Holy 
Land tours,’ excursions to villages, 
study trips, and a centre for peace and 
non-violence inter-tribal relations.  

Further, the NDPP’s manifesto on 
‘our political stand’ reads:  “NDPP 
is of the firm opinion that the Indo-
Naga issue must be resolved through 
a negotiated political settlement and 
a solution that is honourable, accept-
able and sustainable must be reached 
at the earliest possible.”  

The NDPP has guaranteed that the 
party will not be a mute spectator but 
be proactive and do everything pos-
sible to strengthen the ongoing peace 
process; play the role of active facilita-
tor to bring an early solution.

It has also assured to ensure im-
plementation of the manifesto to 
make certain that it is not reduced to 
a mere political gimmick for electoral 
purpose. The party will set up a high-
powered body to monitor implemen-
tation of the manifesto periodically, it 
has assured. 

“If voted to power, the government 
will set clear objectives for the first 
month after formation and the 100 
days targets will be made public. Per-
formance of ministers and the admin-
istration will be reviewed periodically,” 
it has promised. 
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Neiphiu Rio and Vikho-o Yhoshü
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Austerity measures within...

Zeliang’s ‘opposition-less’ govt. 
turned public into opposition — Rio

No ‘ease of doing business’ 
in telecom sector—COAI

Mumbai, Feb. 17 (IANS): 
The weekly trade in the 
Indian equity markets 
was almost flat. How-
ever, a slew of domestic 
developments like a $1.8 
billion fraud reported 
by the Punjab National 
Bank (PNB) and release 
of major macro-eco-
nomic data impacted 
the movements of the 
two key equity indices, 
analysts said.

On a weekly basis, 
the barometer 30-scrip 
Sensitive Index (Sensex) 
rose a tad by 5 points or 
0.01 per cent to close at 
34,010.76 points.

The wider Nifty50 
of the National Stock 
Exchange (NSE) closed 
trade at 10,452.30 points 
-- bit lower by 2.65 points 
or 0.02 per cent from its 
previous week’s close. 
“Local factors were more 
at work during this week. 
Globally, the markets -- 
especially the US mar-
kets -- have done very 
well over the last six ses-
sions. But upper moves 
in the domestic markets 
have been limited be-
cause of local factors,” 
Deepak Jasani, Head, 

Retail Research, HDFC 
Securities, told IANS.

“The market senti-
ments kept facing new 
challenges one after the 
other. This caused some 
concern in terms of their 
financial impact and/or 
political repercussions,” 
he added.

According to Jasani, 
it was the third consecu-
tive week of losses for the 
Nifty50 index.

During the week, a 
massive-sell off in the 
banking sector stocks 
was triggered after the 
Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) announced new 
norms to deal with non-
performing assets on 
Monday. Besides RBI’s 
latest move, the massive 
$1.8 billion fraud detect-
ed at one of the Mumbai 
branches of PNB -- the 
country’s second larg-
est public sector bank 
-- on February 14 also 
spooked investors.

The markets were 
closed on Tuesday for 
Mahashivratri.

“The truncated week 
began with a gap-up 
opening on Monday; 
however, bulls failed to 

keep the momentum 
and eventually ended 
the week on lower note 
as the sentiments got 
further dented by a $1.77 
billion fraud reported 
by the PNB earlier this 
week,” D.K. Aggarwal, 
Chairman and Manag-
ing Director of SMC In-
vestments and Advisors, 
told IANS.

PNB shares started 
to decline after the bank 
detected a multi-crore 
fraud case and authori-
ties blamed billionaire 
diamond trader Nirav 
Modi for the fraud along 
with wife Ami, brother 
Nishal and maternal un-
cle and business partner 
Mehul Choksi.

The bank’s shares 
plunged drastically fol-
lowing the news -- over 
9 per cent -- along with 
the stocks of Choksi-pro-
moted jewellery com-
pany Gitanjali Gems, 
which plunged almost 
20 per cent. On the mac-
ro-front, Aggarwal said: 
“The CPI (Consumer 
Price Index) fell margin-
ally to 5.07 per cent in 
January, while indus-
trial activity has shown 

growth of 7.1 per cent in 
December.”

“The December 
growth showed not only 
a robust year-on-year 
growth but also a strong 
chronological improve-
ment in the industrial 
activity,” he added.

On the currency front, 
the rupee strengthened 
by 18-19 paise to close at 
64.21-22 against the US 
dollar from its last week’s 
close at 64.40.

Provisional figures 
from the stock exchang-
es showed that foreign 
institutional investors 
sold off scrips worth Rs 
2,849.1 crore, while do-
mestic institutional in-
vestors purchased scrips 
worth Rs 2,368.01 crore 
during the week.

Figures from the Na-
tional Securities Deposi-
tory (NSDL) revealed 
that foreign portfolio 
investors off-loaded eq-
uities worth Rs 3,006.58 
crore, or $467.77 million, 
during February 12-16.

“The benchmark in-
dex Nifty closed below 
10,500 levels as banking 
stocks dragged after the 
PNB fraud case,” Arpit 

San Francisco, Feb. 17 (IANS): Google has conducted 
a trial of a new technology that will help 911 operators 
figure out the location of cellphone callers more accu-
rately, media reported.

The test included tens of thousands of 911 calls over 
the span of two months in several states in the US and 
had encouraging results, The Wall Street Journal report-
ed late on Friday. The 911 system, which turns 50 this 
month, has often struggled to locate cellphone callers. 

Saving a minute in response times can save up to 
10,000 lives a year, according to the federal regulators.

With the help of Google’s new technology, about 
80 per cent of the 911 calls could more accurately lo-
cate data within the first 30 seconds. The tech giants’ 
data also dramatically reduced the estimated radius of 
a call’s location from 522 feet down to 121 feet and ar-
rived faster than carrier data, the report said.

This improvment in tracing the location data can 
also help dispatchers in cases where the caller might 
not speak English, or in a state of panic, gives the wrong 
address. 

The test, which included 50 call centres that cover 
around 2.4 million people in Texas, Tennessee and 
Florida, was done in conjunction with two companies 
that have connections into 911 centres, West Corp and 
RapidSOS. 

For the test, Google sent location data from a ran-
dom selection of 911 callers using Android phones 
straight to the people taking those calls. 

New Delhi, Feb. 17 (PTI): 
Telecom operators body 
COAI today said it does 
not see “ease of doing 
business” in the sector as 
rules framed by the Cen-
tre are not getting imple-
mented at local level for 
network rollout.

“Law of the land 
should work as indicat-
ed, but ease of business 
is not there when we get 
down to local levels,” 
COAI Director General 
Rajan S Mathews told re-
porters while discussing 
issues around call drops.

He said the munici-
pal bodies and panchay-
ats are not following the 
rules framed by the Cen-
tre and obstruct rolling 
out of telecom network.

During the BRICS 
summit 2016 held in 
Goa, the telecom minis-
ter, secretary and other 
top officials from Centre 
went to the state to get 
mobile towers installed 
to handle traffic load but 
still telecom companies 
failed to get adequate 
permission from local 
bodies, Mathews said. 
“In Bangalore, we are 
asked to pay price equiv-
alent to the market for 
digging an area for laying 
optical fibre cable. The 
amount of money de-
manded is so huge that it 
leaves no business case 
for us,” Mathews said.

He said some states 
have aligned their policy 
for rolling out telecom 
networks with that of the 
Centre, but there is prob-
lem in other states.

As per a presentation 
by the COAI, Odisha, 
Haryana and Rajasthan 
have notified policy as 
per the rules notified by 
the Department of Tel-
ecom and expect Uttar 
Pradesh and Assam to 
soon notify them.

“Telecom operators 
have been investing huge 
amount to prevent call 
drops. In last 12 months, 
telecom companies have 
invested Rs 34,677 crore 
to instal 3,46,778 base 
stations. Just two opera-
tors, Airtel and Jio have 
committed to invest Rs 
74,000 crore in one year 
to address the problem. 
We are making best ef-
fort to check call drops,” 
Mathews said.

He said telecom net-
works are not the only 
factor responsible for 
call drops and the regu-
lations do not consider 
other factors.

As per the COAI, call 
drops may occur be-
cause of interference of 
signals, congestion on 
cell sites, weather con-
ditions, faulty handsets 
and call transfer from 
one tower to the another. 
It said that most of the 
factors on customer side 
have not been consid-

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 17 (EMN): 
The Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party’s 
(NDPP) chief ministerial 
candidate Neiphiu Rio on 
Sat. did not mince words 
in blaming the (sorry) 
state of affairs in Naga-
land in regard to develop-
ment during the past four 
years, on Chief Minister 
TR Zeliang and the Naga 
People’s Front’s (NPF) 
president Dr. Shürhozelie 
Liezietsu.

Rio, a three-time 
chief minister who ab-
dicated his seat in 2014 
to become a member 
of the Lok Sabha, said 
that the ‘opposition-less’ 
government under his 
successors Zeliang and 
Liezietsu, mismanaged 
the state. It betrayed the 
people with their ‘cor-
ruption-loving’ ways and 
lack of vision for Naga-
land and its citizens, it 
was alleged. 

Speaking at the elec-
tion campaign of NDPP 
candidate for 14th South-
ern Angami-I assembly 
constituency Vikho-o 
Yhoshü at Kigwema vil-
lage in Kohima village, 
Rio said that in the ab-
sence of an opposition 
in the assembly, funds 
sanctioned for develop-
ment—roads and infra-
structure—did not reach 
the targeted beneficiar-

ered under Trai regula-
tions.

The Telecom Regula-
tory Authority of India 
has made provisions to 
impose penalty of up 
to Rs 10 lakh on service 
providers if they fail to 
meet the benchmark for 
three consecutive quar-
ters.

Mathews said that 
problem of call drop is 

more in data based net-
works like voice over LTE 
(VoLTE) than the tech-
nology used for 2G and 
3G.

He said the average 
spectrum holding, re-
quired for transmitting 
mobile signals, is very 
low in India and opera-
tors can buy additional 
spectrum only if it is rea-
sonably priced.

Google testing new technology 
to improve 911 system

ies. This resulted in turn-
ing the public in the op-
position, to play said role, 
he asserted.

Also, he said that 
Liezietsu had been mak-
ing claims at public plat-
forms that the NDPP was 
not a recognized party 
and thus without weight. 
Rio said it was unbecom-
ing of someone of Liezi-
etsu’s age and stature to 
make such statements. 
He told the public gath-
ering that the NDPP was 
formed by likeminded 
leaders who came to-
gether with great concern 
that the NPF-led govern-
ment and leadership was 
not running on the right 

track. This necessitated 
formation of a new party 
to expedite the peace 
process and ‘deliver ideal 
governance’ to the Naga 
people. He said that the 
NDPP was launched on 
17 May 2017 and was reg-
istered with the Election 
Commission of India on 
Oct. 13. The party’s sym-
bol—a globe—was ap-
proved on  Dec. 16.

Further, Rio ridiculed 
the NPF allegedly for ‘be-
ing indecisive’ when it 
came to its alliance with 
the BJP. He said that the 
NPF was unable to make 
up its mind: it had been 
in an alliance with the 
BJP for the past 15 years 

but decided to sever ties 
in July 2017. Again, it 
decided in Jan. to pur-
sue the alliance for the 
forthcoming election but 
failed to agree to a seat-
sharing arrangement. 
When the BJP decided 
to forge an alliance with 
the NDPP, the NPF was 
now referring to the BJP 
on ‘communal terms,’ he 
said. Rio also alleged that 
Zeliang and Liezietsu had 
been feeding the people 
with deception—the is-
sue of educational quali-
fication of the former, 
and promises of a recon-
ciliation while backstab-
bing others.

He said that during 

the past four years, the 
duo ruled as chief minis-
ters but no development 
was visible as they ‘kept 
development funds to 
themselves to entice vot-
ers.’ He alleged that they 
were also funding some 
National People’s Party 
candidates in a bid to 
sabotage the BJP-NDPP 
alliance.

Nonetheless, the 
former chief minister 
expressed confidence 
that the alliance would 
emerge victorious in 
the ensuing assembly 
elections. He expressed 
confidence that the con-
stituency would elect a 
‘strong and able leader’ 
like Yhoshü to see to the 
NDPP coming to power 
to bring about positive 
changes in the society.

Meanwhile, Yhoshü 
acknowledged in his brief 
address the constitu-
ency for electing him to 
represent them in the 
60-member assembly for 
two terms. He admitted 
that during the previous 
tenure not much could 
be done for the constitu-
ency due to instability of 
the government then. He 
appealed to the elector-
ate that if they elected 
him again, he would 
ensure bringing posi-
tive changes under the 
‘visionary leadership’ of 
Rio. 
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$1.8 bn PNB fraud, 
macro-data hit 
equities’ movement

Jain, AVP at Arihant Cap-
ital Markets, told IANS.

“On the domestic 
front the country’s ex-
ports increased by 9 per 
cent in January, while 
trade deficit touched a 
three-year high of $16.3 
billion due to an increase 
in crude oil imports,” he 
added.

Sector-wise, banks, 
consumer durables and 
auto fell the most, while 
metals, FMCG, and oil 
and gas indices ended 
marginally in the posi-
tive.
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Fear is Hadassah’s constant companion. Hadassah, a young Jewish girl living in the first century, is 

a fictional character in Francine Rivers’ book A Voice in the Wind. After Hadassah becomes a slave 
in a Roman household, she fears persecution for her faith in Christ. She knows that Christians are 

despised, and many are sent to their execution or thrown to the lions in the arena. Will she have the 
courage to stand for the truth when she is tested?

When her worst fear becomes reality, her mistress and other Roman officials who hate Christian-
ity confront her. She has two choices: recant her faith in Christ or be taken to the arena. Then, as she 
proclaims Jesus as the Christ, her fear falls away and she becomes bold even in the face of death.

The Bible reminds us that sometimes we will suffer for doing what is right—whether for sharing 
the gospel or for living godly lives that are against today’s values. We are told not to be frightened (1 
Peter 3:14), but to “revere Christ as Lord” in our hearts (v. 15). Hadassah’s main battle took place in 
her heart. When she finally made up her mind to choose Jesus, she found the courage to be faithful.

When we make the decision to honor Christ, He will help us to be bold and to overcome our fears 
in the midst of opposition.

Father, give me boldness to stand firm in difficult times.

Courage to Be Faithful
BIBLE READ:   1 PETER 3:13–18    
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Do not be frightened.   
~ 1 Peter 3:14

Let us be bold as we witness for God.

10 Ways Worry is Robbing You of an Abundant Life in Jesus

Power of Love Is Translation a Means of Retelling Stories, Experts Discuss

“The thief does not come except to steal, 
and to kill, and to destroy. I have come 

that they may have life, and that they may 
have it more abundantly.”         (John 10:10)

An abundant life surely entails more 
money, more possessions, and more every-
thing, right?

If not, what did Jesus mean when He 
said that He came to give us life, and life 
more abundantly?

Peace, contentment, and overwhelming 
joy are the real attributes of an abundant 
life in Christ. But sadly, the cares of this 
world often overshadow those beautiful 
sentiments.

Interestingly, right before Jesus spoke 
about having life abundant, He reminded 
His followers about the thief that comes 
in to steal, kill, and destroy. He didn’t share 
that to burst their bubble or discourage 
them. He said it to alert them to a very real 
and present temptation.

Worry is one way the enemy robs us 
of enjoying the fruitful life Jesus spoke of. 
If Satan can get us to focus on the stresses 
around us, instead of focusing on the Holy 
Spirit within us, he has succeeded in steal-
ing our abundance in Christ.

Here are 10 ways worry is 
robbing you of an abundant  

life in Jesus.
1. Worry becomes a bad habit.
For some of us, worry was introduced to us 
at a young age—completely out of our con-
trol. Perhaps, we came from a long line of 
worriers and that is how we learned to cope. 
However, somewhere along the way, we al-
lowed worry to become a bad habit. Now, 
we rely on it, like any other bad habit. And, 

we’ve grown accustomed to turning to wor-
ry instead of God.

Believe it or not, this bad habit can be 
broken. When we determine to turn each 
worry into powerful prayer—before it be-
comes a stronghold—worry doesn’t stand a 
chance. In fact, we can even determine to 
view worry as an invitation to pray. Imagine 
what the enemy would think of that!

2. Worry distracts us from God's truths.
The father of lies wants nothing more than 
to distract us from the Word of God. From 
the very beginning, when he challenged 
Eve with the question, “Did God really say,” 
Satan has been on a mission to divert our 
attention from the truth.

Often, when we are caught up in the 
cycle of worried thinking, we are too dis-
tracted to open our Bibles. Yet, that’s when 
we need God’s truths the most. 

My suggestion is to print out several 
key Bible passages to have on hand dur-
ing times of worry. Post them in prominent 
places and read them often. The enemy 
doesn’t stand a chance in the light of God’s 
truths!

3. Worry lies to us.
There is a terrible lie we have believed that 
somehow worry “works.” Chronic worriers 
falsely believe that we must fret over some-
thing in order to fix it. Even worse, we feel 
guilty if we don’t worry enough. I once told 
my husband that if he would just worry a 
little more, maybe I wouldn’t have to worry 
so much! (He didn’t fall for it.)

Worry does not work. It does not solve 
the problem. It does not bring comfort. And 
it certainly does not bring about the abun-
dant life Jesus promised.

4. Worry is a false comforter.
People who deal with persistent worry have 
become severely dependent on the anxious 

emotions they feel. Sadly, it’s almost like a 
drug that is unwanted but hard to give up. 
Worry  become a go-to source of comfort. 
Some of us even start to feel empty or lost if 
we aren’t continually worried about some-
thing.

This may indicate it’s time to seek some 
help. Making an appointment with a trust-
ed physician or meeting with a Christian 
counselor might be the best course of ac-
tion for chronic anxiety.

The truth is, worry is by no means a 
comforter or friend. It is a tool from the en-
emy to mask the true comfort we receive 
from the Holy Spirit.

5. Worry invites fear over for dinner.
No matter how innocent worry might seem, 
when we entertain it long enough, it makes 
itself at home and invites its buddy “fear” 
over for dinner. In fact, worry and fear often 
go hand in hand. 

Usually, everyday worries start out 
small, as passing thoughts. However, when 
we hold on to them, without letting them 
pass on by, they start to fester and grow 
into much bigger issues. Our minds begin 
churning with doubt and fear and “worst-
case-scenarios.”

Worry leads to fear, which has no place 
in the abundant life.

“There is no fear in love. But perfect 
love drives out fear, because fear has to do 
with punishment. The one who fears is not 
made perfect in love.” (1 John 4:18)

6. Worry brings confusion.
Excessive fretting almost always leads to 
confusion. And when confusion enters the 
picture, we are no longer able to determine 
the root of the problem or the reality of the 
situation. Reasonable, rational thinking 
goes out the window. Discerning the voice 
of God becomes very difficult. 

The adversary loves confusion. To him, 
it is the perfect way to get us to doubt God. 
The longer Satan can get us to fixate on 
something, the longer he can keep us from 
living an abundant life in Jesus. We will, in 
essence, become ineffective for the Lord, 
as long as worry is allowed to create confu-
sion.

7. Worry is a form of control.
What does worry do for us anyway? Does 
it give us a sense of control? Even though it 
feels to us like an out of control experience, 
it really is a way of holding on tight and try-
ing to maneuver the situation.

It’s like the once trendy bumper sticker 
that said “Jesus is my co-pilot.” That’s what 
worry does. It takes control by moving the 
Lord to “second chair.” It says, “I can surely 
fix this if I worry about it long enough.”

The sooner we release all control to 
God—the maker of heaven and earth—the 
sooner we will be free to live an abundant 
life.

8. Worry wastes precious time.
In my women’s Bible study, Prayer WOR-
RIER: Turning Every Worry Into Powerful 
Prayer, I share that if the days, weeks, and 
months of our worry could be measured, 
they would probably circle the earth—
twice!

Oh, the wasted time spent on anxious 
thoughts! Worry steals precious moments 
with our loved ones, and most importantly, 
with God. How many times have you sat 
down to spend time in the Word, only to 
find your mind wandering with all the con-
cerns of life? I know I’ve done that more 
times than I can count!

Let’s stop wasting valuable time on wor-
ry. Instead, let’s learn to count our moments 
as precious opportunities to interact with 
others and commune with the Lord.

“So teach us to number our days, that 
we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.” 
(Psalm 90:12)

9. Worry hurts our health.
Is it possible to worry ourselves sick? You 
betcha. According to my good friend and 
nutritionist, Ann Miller, “Chronic worry, 
stress, and anxiety releases extra cortisol, 
which in turn affects our metabolism and 
immune system. When our metabolism is 
affected, we feel fatigued and run down. 
That’s when stubborn belly fat creeps in 
and makes us feel even worse—emotion-
ally and physically. When our immune sys-
tem is affected, we are susceptible to catch-
ing every nasty germ that is around us. All 
these factors accumulate to create a truly 
vicious cycle that seems never-ending.” 
(You can read the entire post here.)

God designed our bodies in such a way, 
to alert us when something is wrong. When 
we consistently worry and fret, our bodies 
will react to it. These are warning signs that 
something must change.

10. Worry hurts relationships.
Our interactions with others, when dictated 
by worry and stress, can become tense and 
strained. Our erratic behavior and overre-
actions will push people away. The sad part 
is, any trust we’ve built will eventually be 
damaged by chronic worry. People will be-
gin to pull away from us when they see that 
worry rules our actions.

Ultimately, Jesus’ promise of an abun-
dant life remains. He came to give us life—
and life more abundantly. His finished work 
on the cross took care of every sin—includ-
ing the stronghold of worry. We can break 
this chronic habit by remembering that 
worry does not work. It doesn’t fix anything. 
And, it only robs us of a joyful, wonderful 
life in the Lord.

Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind. 
This is the first and greatest 

commandment. 
Matthew 22:37-38

Love is a gift in itself and it 
has the power to destroy the 
works of the evil ones.  The 

truths of it had not only weak-
ened the stance of Satan but it 
has also led to the redemption 
of many.  This is the gift which 
was given unto mankind to save 
them from the curses of the law. 
Love can be defined by various 
means and in various ways. Love 
made the way and only love can 
save us from the pits of hell. The 
ultimate truth concerning this 
virtue is that either we will be 
saved by it or be destroyed be-

cause we failed to gain it.
If we truly claim to have love 

in our hearts, we should be will-
ing to sacrifice our wants, needs 
and possessions to serve God. 
Truly love is all about sincerity, 
commitment and self-control. 
It is written tin the scripture that 
love is patient, love is kind. It 
does not envy, it does not boast, 
it is not proud. It is not rude, it 
is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no records of 
wrongs. Love does not delight in 
evil but rejoices with the truth. 
It always protects, always trust, 
always hopes, always preserves 
( 1st Corinthians  13:4-7 ). The 
scripture has always been my 
guide and always will be. The 
Spirit of God which is the Spirit 
of love has always made me 
draw  closer to God through its 
powerful conviction. The power 
of this virtue still  continues to 
work wonders in the lives of all 

the lovers of God.
When the love of God is in us 

our views on life becomes more 
God oriented and Christ centred. 
Our God is a God of power, a God 
of love and a God of mercy and 
compassion. We should desire 
this very virtue of God that God’s 
love can be reflected in our lives. 
When the gift of love is in us, the 
gift of life becomes part of us. 
the Word of God says “  Let those 
who love the Lord hate evil, for 
he guards the hearts of his faith-
ful ones and delivers them from 
the hands of the wicked ( Psalm 
97:10). Every believer should de-
sire the love of God in their lives. 
Let the power of love be in you 
that the power of God can be 
manifested in you. The power 
of love is here and the Church 
of Christ stands by all the faith-
ful ones. Be with us and be em-
powered with us. The Church of 
Christ loves you.

Hashimpura, Srebrenica and Rohingyas: Similar and So Different

I
ncidents, similar in their chilling mon-
strosity, came to mind when I saw pho-
tographs of a row of Rohingya Muslim 
young men, on their knees, hands tied 

behind their back. Gun-wielding military 
police, lurking within the frame, eventually 
mowed them down.

This is the face of the horror the world 
will remember. In a state of funk, Myan-
mar's commander-in-chief, General Min 
Aung Hlaing, has admitted mass graves in 
one village: Inn Din, 50 km north of the Ra-
khine state capital, Sittwe. Journalists have 
scoured many other mass graves.

The other gruesome episode etched on 
my mind is Srebrenica in Bosnia (1995). 
Hashimpura in Meerut (1987), of course, is 
our very own tragedy, still lingering. In each 
one of these macabre events, Muslim youth 
had their hands tied behind their backs and 
shot by the local army.

In the latest massacre of the Rohingya 
in August 2017, the local Buddhist clergy 
and army turned upon the Muslims. The 
number killed exceeds 6,700, according to 
the NGO Doctors without Borders.

In Srebrenica, the orthodox Christian 
troops of the Bosnian-Serbian army mur-
dered 7,000 Muslim youth and expelled 
20,000 civilians from the area.

In Hashimpura, 42 young men were 
lined up along a nearby irrigation canal and 
shot by soldiers of the Provincial Armed 
Constabulary. These soldiers were Hindus. 
Can their denomination be spelt out? Ap-
parently not, given the manner in which 
Asaduddin Owaisi of the Ittehadul Mus-
limeen has been shouted down for having 
dared to mention Muslims as "martyrs" be-
cause in the latest outrage it is mostly them 
who have been killed by terrorists.

Owaisi was making a simple point. 
Patriotism of Indian Muslims is regularly 
challenged on prime time television which 
places them on the wrong side of the secu-
lar line. But five out of seven killed in the 
Sunjwan Army camp happened to be Mus-
lims. Why is this detail missing from re-
ports? Such stories would go some distance 
in bridging the communal divide. No, said 
the anchors almost in chorus, "Owaisi is 
communalising the Army". Pray, how? "By 
reporting that five of the seven killed in the 
camp were Muslims"? Muslims must never 
upstage Hindu soldiers in the martyrdom 
stakes?

Given this attitude, the killers of the 42 
Muslims in Hashimpura must be seen only 
as instruments of the "secular" state. That 
19 PAC personnel, under platoon com-
mander Surinder Pal Singh, rounded up 
Muslims in the Hashimpura neighbour-
hood of Meerut, should be blandly report-

ed without mentioning religious identities. 
Religious identity must only be mentioned 
if terrorists turn out to be Muslims, which 
is what they are when police shoots them 
down. The number of youth taken away is 
still unclear, but the police narrative sug-
gests 42, mostly weavers and daily wage 
earners, who were taken in a truck to the 
upper Ganga canal in Murad Nagar, near 
Ghaziabad.

The men were blindfolded and shot. 
Their bodies were dumped in the canal. 
This was not the only such operation fol-
lowing a series of communal clashes in 
Meerut that year since March.

On May 24, 2007, 20 years after the mas-
sacre, 36 members of victims' families filed 
applications under the Right to Informa-
tion Act at the office of the Director General 
of Police in Lucknow. The inquiry revealed 
that all the accused remained in service. 
In their Annual Confidential Reports there 
was not even a hint of their involvement 
in the Hashimpura massacre. The secular 
state was protecting its own.

The case has dragged on, zig-zagged 
without any evidence of the establishment 
really searching for justice. News is expect-
ed from the High Court on February 20. Re-
porters recall the Minister of State for Home 
P. Chidambaram outside his North Block 
office actually scream at officials. "Crush 
them," he shouted. He was very hands-on 

during the Meerut riots and the aftermath. 
Subramaniam Swamy actually named 
Chidambaram as an accomplice but the 
allegation, coming from Swamy, became 
prima facie suspect. In the fullness of time, 
the PAC men involved in the case, includ-
ing Surinder Pal Singh, have all departed to 
their maker, one by one.

I have given the fairly commonplace 
details of the tragic saga of Muslims in the 
Hashimpura case simply to establish the 
contrast with massacres in Srebrenica and 
Rakhine in Myanmar. Orthodox Christians 
in one instance and Buddhists in the other 
brazenly targeted Muslims and for which 
they have been or are being punished. But 
in India the secular edifice would be weak-
ened if the religious identity of police or 
army men who kill Muslims is mentioned. 
And the case will be dragged on eternally.

In Serbia-Bosnia, the International Tri-
bunal for the former Yugoslavia concluded 
that what happened in Srebrenica was 
"genocide". It pinned the blame on senior 
officers in the Bosnian Serbian Army.

Bill Richardson, former Governor of 
New Mexico and US Ambassador to the 
UN, resigned last week from a Myanmar 
Advisory Board on the Rohingya crisis. He 
called it a pro-government "cheerleading 
squad". Richardson has been a friend of the 
country's civilian leader, Aung San Suu Kyi. 
This did not prevent him from expressing 

his anger at what he said was a whitewash 
in which she was complicit. "She has devel-
oped the arrogance of power", he said.

For the horrors of Srebrenica, senior 
commander Ratko Mladic and a host of 
his accomplices have been awarded long 
sentences at the International Court of Jus-
tice. In Myanmar, Aung San Suu Kyi and her 
military accomplices are inching towards 
global opprobrium and eventual justice.

Why then are the perpetrators of Hash-
impura, the oldest of the three massacres, 
still scot-free?

Supposing Owaisi were to lift the scab 
from another raw wound and say "wheels 
of justice, even when the complainants are 
Muslims, move faster in non-Muslim theo-
cratic states than in pretentious secular 
ones". Would he be shouted down again?

Most Indians shy away from a glaring 
reality. Eruptions in former Yugoslavia and 
Myanmar took place when Muslims were 
in bad odour globally after the wars in the 
Arab world.

Communal clashes in India, particularly 
police versus people, have been endemic 
since the Partition of 1947. And the world 
does not take much notice because it is a 
routine "internal affair" of a sovereign state.

(A senior commentator on political and 
diplomatic affairs, Saeed Naqvi can be 

reached on saeednaqvi@hotmail.com. The 
views expressed are personal.)

W
hat is the role of transla-
tions in bringing many 
unknown stories to the 
fore? Can translation be 

used as a means of retelling narra-
tives? Several experts came together 
at a symposium organised by the Sa-
hitya Akademi here to deliberate on 
the topic.

The symposium titled "Translation 
as Retelling" was a part of Akademi's 
ongoing Festival of Letters at the Rab-
indra Bhavan Lawns in New Delhi on 
Friday.

In the inaugural session, K. 
Sreenivasarao, Secretary, Sahitya 
Akademi, welcomed the participants 
and, in his welcome address, spoke 
about the translation traditions of In-
dia from the times of yore, practices 
of adaptations and the process of re-
telling the texts. He concluded that 
by nature "translation is a process of 
retelling". 

The inaugural address was deliv-
ered by Satyavrat Shastri, eminent 

Sanskrit Scholar and Fellow, Sahitya 
Akademi. In his speech he said that it 
is the responsibility of a translator to 
understand what the author wants to 
say before translating the text. 

The first session of the program 
was chaired by Ranjit Saha and papers 
were presented by Alok Gupt, Anami-
ka and Tarsem on the topics "Mean-
ing of Translation in Indian Thought", 
"Meaning of Translation in Western 
Thought" and "Logic of Meaning", re-
spectively. 

According to Ranjit Saha, "we are 
not just translators, but rather, stu-
dents of translation". Alok Gupt, in 
his speech, pointed out the fact that 
"there is no proper book of the trans-
lation discipline". Anamika, in her 
speech, said that translators were sup-
posed to be just translators of mean-
ing. Tarsem said that translation is a 
powerful medium which helps in "the 
transportation of thoughts between 
two languages".

The second session of the Sympo-

sium on "Translation as Retelling" was 
chaired by Prof O.L. Nagabhushana 
Swamy. The paper presenters were 
Krishna Kumar Goswami, Angshu-
man Kar and Prof. Vanamala Vishwa-
natha. 

Goswami in his paper on "Trans-
lator's Virtues, Task and Expecta-
tions" said that 20 to 25 years earlier 
a translator was considered a second-
ary person, but now he is being rec-
ognised. Prof. Vishwanatha in her 
paper on "Translation: A Negotiation 
to transform Misery into Splendor" 
admitted that ‘…rather than seeing 
translation as a problem to be solved, 
I would like to see it as a stimulating 
game, such as Sudoku or the cryp-
tic crossword, a leela, the pleasur-
able act of playing with language." 
Dr Angshuman Kar, in his paper on 
"Translator's Responsibilities and 
Challenges" touched on various is-
sues and the challenges a translator 
has to face while translating. 

Source: IANS
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An orangutan holds its baby at the Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Center in the Malaysian state of Sabah on 
Borneo island on January 11, 2004. Credit: Reuters/Bazuki Muhammad/File Photo
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You can count on 
a very idyllic and romantic day today, Aries. 
You’re feeling especially warm and sensual, 
and you tend to view the partner in your life 

through rose-colored glasses. He or she is very likely to 
regard you in the same way. If you’ve been longing for a 
dinner for two, complete with champagne, candlelight, 
and red roses, this is the day to go for it. And don’t forget 
the violin music!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Someone who 
is a student of natural healing may come to 
visit you and share some ideas today. You 
tend to be interested in matters concerning 

health, and you might want to learn not only about 
herbs and nutrition but also spiritual healing. This is a 
good time to train your own healing abilities, Taurus, as 
your sensitivity is high and you’re more able than usual 
to tune in to the healing energies.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Books and mov-
ies may inspire you to get involved in artistic 
activities. Your aesthetic sense is very high 
today, Gemini, and you may be drawing your 

inspiration from the higher realms. You might want 
to stroll through an art gallery or museum and try to 
sense the feelings of those from the past. A warm and 
loving letter or phone call could come from a roman-
tic partner, elevating your mood even more. It’s a very 
emotionally gratifying day.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You could be 
feeling a bit flush today, Cancer, and there-
fore you might decide to do a little work 
on your house. This is more likely to be re-

decorating than any major repairs, as you’re more into 
beauty right now than practical matters. Your aesthetic 
sense is very high, inspired from the higher realms, 
and therefore decorating decisions you make today are 
likely to be beautiful. Go to it!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You’re feeling espe-
cially psychically and mystically inclined to-
day, Leo. You might want to read about such 
matters or attend a lecture or workshop given 

by someone in the field. Telepathic communications 
are coming your way. Don’t be surprised if more than 
once during the course of the day you and another say 
the same thing at the same time. You might also experi-
ence a powerful kinship with people from the past.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You’re usually a 
very practical and down-to-Earth person, 
but today you may be more inclined than 
usual toward mysticism. Spiritual matters 

seem extremely appealing, and you could find yourself 
gravitating toward metaphysical bookstores or seeking 
discussions with people who are well versed in such 
matters. You also find your imagination working over-
time. Indulge in a few flights of fancy, Virgo. We all need 
to escape from time to time!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Group activities 
involving meditation, psychic or spiritual 
topics, or artistic pursuits are probably very 
appealing to you right now, Libra. This is the 

perfect day to start a class or attend a lecture on such 
subjects. You could meet some interesting people who 
become close friends. You’re likely to feel a psychic bond 
with anyone you meet today, and you’re likely to get the 
feeling that your life has changed for the better. Enjoy!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You’re nor-
mally a very intuitive person, and today you 
may experience clairvoyance that could rival 
Jeane Dixon’s. You could be feeling especially 

attuned to other planes, and your dreams are likely to 
be powerful and vivid. Use the messages you receive 
to inspire creative pursuits. Try your hand at painting, 
music, or poetry. You might not only be amazed by the 
results but learn even more from the work itself.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Your imag-
ination is flying high today, Sagittarius. Your 
interest in mystical and metaphysical mat-
ters is at an all-time high, and you could find 

yourself strolling through New Age bookstores. Travel 
to distant places may seem especially appealing, and 
you might dream of flying to India, Israel, Egypt, or Ire-
land. This is all wonderful as long as you stay ground-
ed. Plan a trip if you can. Join a meditation group. Go 
with the flow!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Some 
wonderful news concerning money and 
career matters could come your way to-
day, Capricorn. Your natural kindness and 

sympathy for others has led you to make some good 
friends who are also valuable business contacts. This 
is definitely paying off. Your aesthetic sense is at an 
all-time high, so this is a great day to start any creative 
projects that you have in mind. Success is definitely 
coming your way!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): A minor con-
flict with a romantic partner in the morning 
is likely to end with a tearful reunion and 
much reassurance by mid-afternoon. The 

end of the day could find the two of you planning a ro-
mantic trip abroad, even down to the restaurants you 
want to try! Discussions of spiritual or psychic matters 
could also bring you closer together. All in all, it’s a tu-
multuous but romantic day.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Your intuition, 
imagination, and insight have served you 
well on the job, and should pay off soon. A 
raise, commission, or perhaps a chance to 

invest in the company could be offered to you. Your 
self-esteem will definitely receive a boost! You might 
also find that you’re growing even more intuitive than 
usual, and people are looking up to you because of it. 
Give yourself a pat on the back. You deserve it.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Melinda Wenner Moyer | Aeon

Will Dunham  | thewire.in

Stephen Nugent | The Conversation

...from previous issue
It’s also immensely difficult to find 

microbes lurking in the central nervous 
system. One oft-cited limitation of the 
research linking HSV-1 to Alzheimer’s is 
that no one has yet been able to isolate 
whole HSV-1 viruses inside the brains of 
deceased Alzheimer’s patients; scientists 
have been able to detect only the DNA 
of HSV-l, which could, in theory, come 
from dead viruses or their pieces. But 
HSV-1 re-activates only sporadically, so 
the viruses are circulating in the brain 
only during short windows. Even when 
viruses are definitely there, they are still 
tough to isolate. When researchers in 
Finland attempted to isolate HSV-1 from 
the spinal fluid of patients with active 
herpes simplex encephalitis, they were 
able to do so less than 2 per cent of the 
time. ‘Even a brain biopsy may fail to un-
cover an agent if it is present at very low 
levels – under the radar for detection, 
perhaps because samples are acquired 
in the wrong brain region or after the 
acute phase of the infection has resolved 
– or if it is a novel, unexpected agent,’ 
Hornig explains.
‘Big Pharma continue to pour research 

dollars into anti-beta-amyloid 
therapies, yet not a single clinical trial 
in the past 15 years has significantly 

improved patient outcomes’
One way to prove the pathogen hy-

pothesis correct would be to show that 
preventing or curing infections with 
antimicrobial drugs reduces the risk of 
Alzheimer’s disease. Of course, the right 
drug would have to be given at the right 
time, which complicates the picture. 
Still, Itzhaki, for one, has been advocat-
ing for a clinical trial involving antiviral 
drugs for years. It has yet to happen. 
‘There really haven’t been any scientific 
arguments against doing a trial, so it is 
just funding that’s a problem,’ she says.

Indeed, funding has been a ma-
jor issue among researchers trying to 
investigate the pathogen hypothesis. 
The vast majority of funds, Robinson 
says, continue to be spent on research 
and trials related to the amyloid cas-
cade hypothesis. ‘This dominance has 
meant that few resources are avail-
able to support research into alterna-
tive hypotheses,’ he says. ‘Frankly, I am 
amazed that Big Pharma continue to 
pour hundreds of millions of research 
dollars into anti-beta-amyloid thera-
pies, despite the fact that not a single 
clinical trial in the past 15 years has sig-
nificantly improved patient outcomes.’ 
While the Alzheimer’s Association has 
recently been broadening its focus – it 
has, for instance, funded 53 projects 
since 2011 to investigate inflammation 
in Alzheimer’s disease – it has funded 
only one project in this timeframe spe-
cifically related to infection.

It will take decades of careful work 
for researchers to untangle the complex 
web connecting infections, genes, and 
immunity to Alzheimer’s disease, assum-
ing that they secure enough funding to 
do so. Still, Moir says he senses that the 
research community is slowly becom-
ing more receptive to the idea. He and 
his colleagues recently secured fund-
ing from the Cure Alzheimer’s Fund in 
Massachusetts for a handful of related 
projects, including a Brain Microbiome 
Project in which they will sequence DNA 
from postmortem brains to characterise 
the types of microbes that hide there. At 
a neurodegeneration conference held in 
Korea in 2016, Moir says attendees were 
asked to raise their hands if they thought 
infections might be involved in Alzhe-
imer’s, and a majority of hands went up. 
‘Ten years ago, it would have been four 
guys in a corner, all huddled together, 
not talking to anyone else,’ Moir says. 
‘My impression is that this is an idea 
whose time has come.’

Concluded

Hunting, habitation destruction by 
industries and deforestation have 
led to a drop of about 50% in the 
orangutan population on the island of 
Borneo from 1999 to 2015.

H
unting by people and habitation 
destruction by oil palm, paper, log-
ging and mining industries helped 
drive a startling drop of about 50% 

in the orangutan population on the island of 
Borneo from 1999 to 2015, scientists said on 
Thursday.

The researchers calculated a population 
decrease of about 148,500 during that 16-
year period and projected another drop of 
45,000 by 2050, painting a bleak picture for 
the future of these shaggy reddish tree dwell-
ers that are among the world’s most imper-
iled great apes.

Orangutans inhabit lowland forests on 
Borneo, an island shared by Indonesia, Ma-
laysia and Brunei, and Indonesia’s island 
of Sumatra, eating wild fruits, insects, bark, 
flowers and leaves.

Deforestation was only part of the danger. 
Around 70% of the loss in Borneo‘s popula-
tions may have resulted from orangutan kill-
ings by people in forested areas, the research-

T
he Amazon, perhaps 
more than any other 
region of the globe, 
has consistently 

been idealised and mytholo-
gised. This is true both of its 
societies, often envisioned as 
“lost tribes in the forest”, and 
the “raw green hell” of its en-
vironment. Although it has 
been incorporated into the 
modern world system since 
the 16th century, Amazonia 
is still widely regarded as a 
lush, beckoning frontier of 
untapped natural resources.

This matters because 
stereotypical images effect 
how the region continues 
to be treated in terms of in-
ternational politics, com-
mercial ventures, environ-
mentalist interventions and 
developmental prescrip-
tions. The modern reasser-
tion of Amazonia as un-
tapped nature, also currently 
wrapped in a globalist eco-
package – lungs of the Earth, 
bio-diversity, carbon sink – 
offers license for rapacious 
commercial exploitation.

One of the implications 
of the “frontier still to be 
conquered” is that Amazo-
nia offers the comparative 
advantage of “cheap nature” 
and is not seen as a social 
landscape. This is an idea 
that is captured in the subti-
tle of the archaeologist Betty 
Meggar’s influential book 
Amazonia: Man and Culture 
in a Counterfeit Paradise. 
This process of erasing the 
idea of a social landscape 
proceeds in part by denying 
the viability, or indeed his-
tory, of the numerous social 
landscapes of Amazonia, 
past and present.

We’re seeing the building 
of highly destructive roads 
and hydroelectric dam pro-
grams, such as those cur-
rently pursued in the Tapajós 
and Xingu basins. The region 
is also currently succumbing 
to little-regulated extraction 
of minerals and commercial 
foodstuffs, such as soybeans, 

as well as timber felling and 
cattle-ranching.

But the region does have 
a history, albeit one that is lit-
tle understood. And one pe-
riod of this history in partic-
ular demonstrates how such 
mythologising plays into the 
hands of non-Amazonian 
interests, rather than Ama-
zonian constituents.

The ‘boom’
The rubber industry, which 
flourished between 1820 and 
1910, is perhaps the best-
known historical epoch of 
the region. At its height, the 
industry attracted as many 
as 300,000 people, mainly 
immigrants from northeast-
ern Brazil, and there were di-
rect shipping lines between 
New York and Liverpool and 
the ports of Manaus and 
Belem. The Opera House 
in Manaus exemplified the 
cosmopolitan character of 
“rubber society”.

But it has been ideal-
ised, too. This 100-year-long 
extractive industry, upon 
which industrialisation in 
Europe and North America 
depended, is convention-
ally depicted as a “boom”, an 
unexpected and transitory 
event that transformed the 
region and promised much, 
only to be followed by an 
equally dramatic regional 
decline. But re-examination 
of the period challenges this 
portrayal.

Amazonian rubber (pri-
marily Hevea brasilensis) 
was extracted from trees that 
were naturally distributed in 
the forest, not from planta-
tion cultivation. The growth 
of the industry was therefore 
dependent on increasing the 
number of tappers, not on 
technical changes that might 
enhance productivity.

With the development 
of vulcanisation in the mid-
19th century, the uses to 
which rubber was put in-
creased dramatically. So, 
therefore, did the range and 

intensity of extractive enter-
prise, including enslavement 
of Indian tappers, notori-
ously in the Putumayo. But 
change was incremental. 
The “boom” of the rubber 
industry applies better to the 

global growth of the range 
and volume of industrial ap-
plications of rubber than it 
does to the industry on the 
ground at the time.

We might compare the 
output of Amazonian rubber 
at the height of the so-called 
boom with that of Southeast 
Asian plantations (initially, 
mainly Malaysian). In the 
chart below, output from 
Amazonia (which peaks in 
1910-1912) is about 60,000 
metric tons. (Some pub-
lished figures would place it 
just under 90,000 tons – but 
in terms of the broad picture, 
this is an inconsequential 

difference.) This is a number 
that pales in the face of plan-
tation output, which in just a 
few years overtook Amazo-
nian output.

But despite the precipi-
tous collapse of the price of 

wild rubber in 1910, when 
plantation rubber came onto 
the market, Amazonians con-
tinued to produce rubber for 
decades (as the chart above 
indicates). They did so not 
as a central cash crop, but in 
combination with other auto-
subsistent and low-key mar-
ket activities.

Wild rubber
And so to regard Amazon 
production as a “boom” that 
failed to be converted into a 
mature plantation industry 
utterly misrepresents it. The 
industry’s collapse was not 
the result of intrinsic Amazo-
nian shortcomings, but be-

cause of the cheaper sourc-
ing of rubber from Southeast 
Asian plantations, which 
were not susceptible to the 
leaf blight that plagued at-
tempts at Amazonian culti-
vation.

Although the rubber pe-
riod is hailed as an age of 
commercial success, it is also 
invoked as an example of the 
chronic failures of flawed 
South American enterprise. 
That failure is variously at-
tributed to a shortage of en-
trepreneurial zeal, the fatal 
lassitude characteristic of 
“the tropics”, truculent peas-
ants and “the Dutch disease”, 
among many other suggest-
ed flaws.

The collapse of rubber 
is cited as the immediate 
predecessor to the eco-
nomic stagnation said to 
have characterised Amazo-

nia throughout most of the 
20th century. It is said that 
the rubber industry singu-
larly failed to transform the 
region and provide a lasting 
basis for integration into the 
modern world economy.

But none of this can be 
blamed for the local “bust”. 
The global character of the 
rubber industry is disregard-
ed in these portrayals of a re-
gional phenomenon.

Modern frontiers
It is as though after the sup-
posed industry “boom”, 
blossoming “Amazonian so-
ciety” merely devolved back 
into, or was overwhelmed 
by, a natural regime. In light 
of this, it is not surprising 
that in the recurrent myth-
making apparatus of “the 
lost world”, “the land people 
forgot”, “the last frontier” and 
so on, a general picture of 
“non-indigenous” Amazonia 
as a land of inept and barely 
coping colonists resurfaces.

Thinking of the rub-
ber industry as a “boom” 
reinforces the notion that 
attempts to “tame the Ama-
zon” are precarious because 
of the intractability of the 
forest. And now that the 
portrayal of Amazonia as 
fundamentally a natural and 
durable space, inimical to 
humans, has returned, the 
developmental emphasis 
is on the gross extraction of 
raw materials, not the sup-
ported settlement of Amazo-
nian communities.

The renewed commer-
cial extractive exploits in the 
region appeal to the same 
old “conquest of empty fron-
tiers” and the rational exploi-
tation of “natural wealth”. 
But these are actually being 
conducted against the exist-
ing, but ill-defended inter-
ests of Amazonians – indig-
enous, peasant, and colonist 
alike – who have occupied 
those “empty frontiers” for 
centuries, and whose voices 
and presence are too often 
overwhelmed by the iconog-
raphy of a regal, Amazonian 
tropicalism.

Borneo Records Startling Decline in Orangutan Population

Stop Mythologising the Amazon – It Just Excuses Rampant Commercial Exploitation

A Bug for 
Alzheimer’s?

ers said.
“People have hunted orangutans for their 

meat on Borneo since they colonised the 
area, as they hunt any other edible animal,” 
said biologist Maria Voigt of the German Cen-

tre for Integrative Biodiversity Research and 
the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary An-
thropology.

“The orangutans are not their preferred 
prey species. This is, rather, pigs and deer. But 

they also take one when encountered. Kill-
ing also occurs in situations where humans 
are frightened or startled by orangutans, for 
example when orangutans enter gardens or 
plantations to eat the crop,” Voigt added.

The researchers tallied arboreal nests for 
these apes and used satellite images to ap-
praise forest loss, determining there were be-
tween 200,000 and 300,000 Borneo orangu-
tans in 1999 and between 70,000 and 100,000 
in 2015.

“It is disheartening that despite all the 
conservation efforts we still see these declines. 
But we need to remain optimistic because if 
the forests remain and we can reduce killing 
to zero we can, over time, see a rebound of 
orangutan numbers,” Liverpool John Moores 
University ecologist Serge Wich said.

“Even though the numbers are bleak 
there is a reason for hope,” Voigt added. “We 
don’t think that it is likely that the species is 
going to go extinct soon, because we are see-
ing some stable populations in the larger na-
tional parks in the Indonesian part of Borneo 
and the some areas of the Malaysian part.”

Borneo has one orangutan species and 
Sumatra has two. Wich said Sumatran pop-
ulation declines probably are also steep, 
though that data is less comprehensive.

(The research was published in the jour-
nal Current Biology.)



NEWS IN BRIEF
Arvinder Singh Lovely rejoins 
Congress
New Delhi, Feb. 17 (PTI): Former Delhi Congress 
chief Arvinder Singh Lovely today rejoined the party 
months after he quit to join the BJP. Lovely, who was 
a former minister in the Sheila Dikshit-led govern-
ment, met party chief Rahul Gandhi at his residence 
along with Delhi Congress chief Ajay Maken earlier.

Two held, 13 booked for thrashing 
youth in UP
Muzaffarnagar, Feb. 17 (PTI): As many as 13 people 
were booked and two arrested for thrashing a youth 
of another community at his house and setting his 
motorcycle on fire at Sarvat Road area here, the 
police said today. The incident took place yesterday 
when some people forcibly entered the house of 
Akib Hasan and and beat him up. They also set his 
motorcycle on fire, SP City Ombir Singh said. Hasan, 
who was seriously injured in the attack, has been 
admitted to a hospital, the police said. On receiving 
information about the incident, police personnel 
rushed to the spot and brought the situation under 
control. Security has been tightened in the area, 
the police said, adding 13 people were booked in 
connection with the incident and of them 2 were 
arrested.

Nine killed in Rajasthan LPG cyl-
inder blast
Jaipur, Feb. 17 (IANS): At least nine persons have 
been killed and 18 others injured after two LPG 
cylinders exploded at a wedding function in Bea-
war in Rajasthan’s Ajmer district, police said. The 
incident took place on late Friday night. According 
to police, six persons were referred to a hospital in 
Ajmer while 12 were referred to the district hospital 
in Beawar. Police said one Surendra Kumar Parecha 
had organised wedding celebrations at Kumavat 
Samaj Bhavan in Beawar for his son’s wedding.  The 
guests were staying in a double-storey building. 
Suddenly, there was a loud blast which brought the 
entire building down like a pack of cards. Accord-
ing to some eyewitnesses, the cook was trying to 
refill the empty LPG cylinder from other cylinder. 
That caused a fire and it resulted in an explosion. 
Post mortems are being done and the bodies are 
being handed over to their respective families. 
The groom’s mother is also missing. The search for 
bodies is underway and once all bodies are found, 
police will begin an investigation into what led to 
the blast, an official said. 

Five-day judicial custody for Hin-
du Samhati chief, others
Kolkata, Fe.b 17 (IANS): Hindu Samhati chief Ta-
pan Ghosh and three activists, arrested on charge 
of attacking media persons at an event in the city, 
were on Saturday remanded in five-day judicial 
custody by a Sessions court, police said. The four 
were charged with attempt to murder (Section 307) 
of the Indian Penal Code, causing grievous hurt 
(Section 326) and causing damage to property (Sec-
tion 427). The were in police custody from February 
15 to 17. “The four were presented in the Sessions 
court, which remanded them in judicial custody 
till February 22, the next date for hearing,” a senior 
Kolkata Police officer said. The four were arrested 
on February 14 for allegedly assaulting journalists at 
an event of the organisation’s 10th foundation day 
at the Esplanade after they tried to talk to members 
of a Muslim family who allegedly converted to Hin-
duism. Several Hindu Samhati activists stopped 
the reporters and camera persons from interacting 
with the family, which was present at the event. 
Some allegedly manhandled the media persons 
and tried to snatch away their cameras. Formed in 
2008, the Hindu Samhati website describes itself as 
an NGO that is the “icon of hope to the Hindus in 
West Bengal”.

ED attaches INR 115 crore prop-
erties of Chennai developer
Chennai, Feb. 17 (IANS): The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) on Saturday said it has provisionally 
attached immovable properties at Guindy near here 
worth about Rs 115 crore of real estate developer 
VGN Developers Pvt Ltd. In a statement issued here, 
the ED said the provisional attachment of 10.46 
acre land had been made under the provisions of 
Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA). The 
ED said the land was bought by VGN Developers in 
2013 from Hindustan Teleprinters Ltd (HTL), a Gov-
ernment of India undertaking. The Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) has registered a case against 
VGN Developers for causing wrongful loss of Rs 115 
crore to the central government in the land acquisi-
tion. The CBI registered the case as the land was 
acquired by VGN Developers from the State Bank 
of India (SBI)’s Stressed Assets Management Branch 
through a private treaty sale under the Securitisation 
and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforce-
ment of Security Interest Act, 2002, or SARFAESI Act, 
to recover dues from HTL. The CBI had in its FIR 
alleged that an official of SBI, VGN Developers and 
others conspired and sold the prime land for Rs 272 
crore while the guideline value was Rs 387 crore. The 
ED initiated investigations under the PMLA and 
discovered that the proceeds of crime in the form of 
wrongful gain derived by VGN Developers has been 
integrated in the construction of multi-storey resi-
dential apartments for sale to general public in the 
name of “VGN Fairmont”, the statement said.

North Korean held for illegally 
entering India from Bangladesh
Kolkata, Feb. 17 (IANS): A North Korean national 
was arrested by the BSF from West Bengal’s North 
24 Parganas district and handed over to police for 
illegally crossing over to India from Bangladesh, a 
BSF official said on Saturday. “Jung Ho, a passport 
holder of Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, 
was apprehended by troopers from Hakimpur on 
February 14 as he did not have a valid visa to enter 
India,” the Border Security Force (BSF) official said. 
“He has been handed over to Swarupnagar police 
station for necessary action,” he said. Ho said he 
had been living in Bangladesh since September 
2015 to work for a North Korean pharmaceutical 
company Nam Nam Cooperative. “He paid a tout to 
illegally cross the India-Bangladesh border after he 
was denied a visa to visit India by the Immigration 
Department,” he said.
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India, Iran sign nine agreements; 
agree to stop terror forces 

PNB fraud: Ex-Deputy Bank 
Manager Gokulnath Shetty arrested

Sitharaman questions Rahul’s presence at Gitanjali Jewels event 

Canadian PM arrives in IndiaVice president calls for 
end political killings 

Siddaramaiah presents popular 
budget for poll-bound Karnataka 

PTI

BJP leader and Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman shows a 
document while addressing a press conference on Nirav Modi issue, 
at BJP headquarters in New Delhi on Saturday. 

PTI

Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah arrives at Vidhana Soudha 
to present the state budget in Bengaluru. 

PTI

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and her Iranian counterpart Mohd Javad Zarif during a ceremony 
marking the signing of various agreements between the two countries, at Hyderabad House in New 
Delhi on Saturday.

New Delhi, Feb. 17 (IANS): 
India and Iran on Satur-
day pledged to stop the 
forces of terrorism and 
extremism, delinking it 
from religion and agreed 
that there should be an 
end to terror sanctuaries 
even as the two countries 
broad-based their rela-
tionship by signing nine 
agreements, including 
one on connectivity relat-
ing to the strategic Chaba-
har port. In his remarks 
at a joint press confer-
ence with his guest, Modi 
spoke of the Sufi links be-
tween the two countries 
and the determination to 
tackle terror. 

Rouhani described 
terrorism as a problem 
not only for the entire 
region but for the whole 
world saying: “We must 
fight the roots of terrorism 
which are mainly intel-
lectual and cultural stem-
ming from promoting ex-
tremist, violent ideas and 
we are ready to cooperate 
with friendly countries, 
including India, in this 
field.”

He said relations be-
tween India and Iran were 
“not detrimental to any 
country and there are vast 

New Delhi, Feb. 17 (IANS): The Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has ar-
rested Punjab National Bank’s retired 
Deputy Manager, Gokulnath Shetty and 
two others in a multi-crore bank fraud 
case, officials said on Saturday.

“CBI has Shetty, Single Window 
Operator Manoj Kharat and authorised 
signatory of the Nirav Modi Group of 
Firms, Hemant Bhat,” a CBI official said. 

The official said that they will be 
presented before the CBI special court 
in Mumbai later in the day.

PNB’s retired Deputy Manager and 
Operator are named in the CBI FIR 
along with 10 directors of the three 
private firms namely Krishnan San-
gameshwaran, Nazura Yashjaney, 
Gopal Das Bhatia, Aniyath Shivraman, 
Dhanesh Vrajlal Sheth, Jyoti Bharat Vora, 
Anil Umesh Haldipur, Chandrakant 
Kanu Karkare, Pankhuri Abhijeet Var-
ange and Mihir Bhaskar Joshi.

According to the FIR, it was alleged in 
the PNB complaint that Gitanjali Gems, 
Gili India Ltd and Nakshatra Brand Ltd 
and their directors in connivance with 
Sethi and other officials had caused an 
alleged loss of Rs 4,886.72 crore to the 
bank. 

The CBI on Friday registered fresh 
FIRs against 10 directors of the Gitanjali 

Group of companies under charges of 
criminal conspiracy and cheating of 
Indian Penal Code and Prevention of 
Corruption Act against Mehul Choksi, 
the Managing Director of Gitanjali Gems 
Ltd based at Mumbai’s Walkeshwar. 

The FIR has also named two former 
bank employees who were said to be 
directly involved in the fraudulent trans-
actions.  Additionally, three companies 
of Gitanjali Group were also named in 
the CBI FIR registered on Thursday for 
causing alleged loss of Rs 4,886.72 crore.

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
on Thursday launched a nation-wide 
raid on the offices, showrooms and 
workshops of billionaire diamond trader 
Nirav Modi.

The multi-pronged action came a 
day after the Punjab National Bank ad-
mitted to unearthing a fraud of Rs 11,515 
crore involving Nirav Modi’s companies 
and certain other accounts with the 
bank’s flagship branch (Brady House 
Branch) in Mumbai and its second larg-
est lending window in India.

The fraud, which includes money-
laundering among others, concerns 
the Firestar Diamonds group in which 
the CBI last week booked Modi, his wife 
Ami, brother Nishal Modi and their un-
cle Mehul Choksi.

New Delhi, Feb. 17 
(IANS): Countering the 
Congress’ charge that the 
multi-crore bank fraud 
took place under the BJP 
government, Defence 
Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman on Saturday said 
that Rahul Gandhi was 
present at a promotional 
event of Gitanjali Jewels 
and that the fraud took 
place during the UPA re-
gime.

The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) underlined 
that Congress President 
Rahul Gandhi partici-
pated in the promotional 
event of Gitanjali Jewels in 
September 2013.

Sitharaman said “The 
Congress is wrongly 
blaming us”, as it was they 
who let out a building 
to Nirav Modi’s Firestar 
Diamond International, 
acquired from Advait 
Holdings, which had 
Anita Singhvi -- wife of 
Congress leader Abhishek 

Kozhikode, Feb. 17 
(PTI): Vice President M 
Venkaiah Naidu today 
condemned political kill-
ings and asked people 
to isolate the forces of 
violence.

“Progress will not be 
possible without peace. 
I appeal to the people of 
Kerala to isolate the forc-
es of violence,” he said, 
speaking at the release of 
the 100th book of senior 
BJP leader in Kerala, P S 
Sreedharan Pillai.

The Vice-President’s 
statement assumes sig-
nificance in the back-
drop of killing of a Youth 
Congress leader Shuhaib, 
allegedly by ruling CPI(M) 
workers, at the politically 
sensitive Kannur district 
on February 13.

Coming down heav-
ily on political clashes, 
Naidu said such attacks 
were not good.

“If there is tension, 
there cannot be attention 
towards development”, 
Naidu said and exhort-
ed the people to use the 
power of the ballot and 
not that of the bullet.

Urging for a “full stop” 
to the violence, Naidu said 
people should strengthen 
democratic process in the 
country.

“We have a long illus-
trious heritage spanning 
more than a million years. 
We as a nation are very 
young, but as a civilisa-
tion we are very old.”

Naidu said the es-

sence of Indianness has 
been defined by noted 
American writer and 
philosopher Will Durant, 
who said “India will teach 
us the tolerance and gen-
tleness of mature mind, 
understanding spirit and 
a unifying, pacifying love 
for all human being”.

He said secularism 
in India was safe not be-
cause of the politicians, 
but because it is bred in 
the minds of the people. 
“It is in the DNA of the 
Indians who have con-
cern for all others”, he 
said.

“People in Kozhikode 
are concerned about the 
people in Jammu and 
Kashmir and people in 
Kashmir are concerned 
about their brethren in 
Kanyakumari”, Naidu 
said.

On the economic 
front, Naidu said that in 
seven years, the econo-
my would be the third 
largest in the world.” 
To achieve this, every-
one should make their 
contribution,he said.

Q u o t i n g  M a h a t -
ma Gandhi Naidu said 
“cleanliness is much 
more important than po-
litical freedom. Mana, 
Gana and Dhana should 
be clean”.

“If money is clean 
there will be no tension. 
If the money earned is 
not clean then there will 
always be tension”, Naidu 
said.

New Delhi, Feb. 17 (IANS): Cana-
dian Prime Minister Justin Tru-
deau arrived here on Saturday on 
an eight-day visit at the invitation 
of his Indian counterpart, Naren-
dra Modi.

“Strategic partnership un-
derpinned by shared values of 
democracy and pluralism! Na-
maste to the Right Honorable @
JustinTrudeau, Prime Minister of 
Canada as he arrives on the state 
visit to India from 17-24 February, 
2018,” External Affairs Ministry 
spokesperson Raveesh Kumar 
tweeted.

The visit is aimed at further 
strengthening bilateral relations 
between the two countries in key 
areas of mutual interest trade and 
investment, energy, science and 
innovation, higher education, 
infrastructure development, skill 
development and space, a minis-
try statement said.

Cooperation in security and 
counter-terrorism as well as ex-
change of views on global and 
regional issues of mutual interest 
will also form important compo-
nents of the visit.

Canada is also home to around 

1.4 million people of Indian ori-
gin.

Modi will hold bilateral talks 
with Trudeau on February 23 
following which a number of 
agreements are expected to be 
signed.

The trip comes nearly three 
years after Modi visited Canada 
in April 2015. The last visit of a 
Canadian Prime Minister to India 
was in November 2012.

During the course of his stay 
in India, Trudeau will also visit 
Agra, Ahmedabad, Mumbai and 
Amritsar.

Bengalur u, Feb. 17 
(IANS): With an eye on 
Assembly election, due 
in late April or early May, 
Karnataka Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah on Friday 
presented a popular state 
budget for fiscal 2018-19 
to please all sections of 
society. Barring 8 per cent 
increase in additional ex-
cise duty on Indian-made 
liquor, the budget spared 
the people from fresh tax-
es despite Rs 151.30 crore 
deficit on capital account 
(revised estimates) on 
steep hike in borrowings.

Delivering his 13th 
budget, sixth in a row as 
Chief Minister, by virtue 
of holding the finance 
portfolio, 70-year-old Sid-
daramaiah told the law-
makers in the Assembly 
that his government post-
ed Rs 383.84 revenue sur-
plus (revised estimates) 
as against Rs 136.54 crore 
budget estimates for fiscal 
2017-18.

Projecting Rs 1,03,444 

opportunities and poten-
tials to deepen ties be-
tween the two countries 
that must be taken the 
best advantage of to con-
tribute to a better future 
for the two nations and 
the region”. A joint state-
ment issued after the 
talks said the two lead-
ers welcomed the grow-

ing interaction between 
their National Security 
Councils and agreed to 
enhance regular and in-
stitutionalised consul-
tations between them 
and others concerned 
on terrorism, security 
and related issues such as 
organised crime, money-
laundering, drug traffick-

ing and cyber crime.
According to Deepak 

Mittal, Joint Secretary 
(Pakistan, Afghanistan, 
Iran),  the two sides 
shared their concern over 
terrorism and agreed that 
this global menace can-
not be linked to any re-
ligion. 

Rouhani said Chaba-

har port, as a bridge con-
necting India to Afghani-
stan, Central Asia and 
Eastern Europe can fur-
ther strengthen histori-
cal ties between the two 
countries and the entire 
region. 

Stressing that Iran 
can supply India’s en-
ergy needs within the 
framework of long-term 
strategic contracts, the 
Iranian President said: 
“These long-term con-
tracts in the fields of 
energy and transporta-
tion will make the two 
countries strategic and 
trustful partners.” 

During Modi’s visit to 
Tehran in 2016, India, Iran 
and Afghanistan signed 
a trilateral agreement 
to jointly develop the 
Chabahar port. The first 
phase of the port became 
operational in December 
last when the first con-
signment of wheat from 
India to Afghanistan was 
sent through it, bypass-
ing Pakistan. Among the 
agreements signed on 
Saturday, one was a lease 
contract between Port 
and Maritime Organi-
sation (PMO), Iran and 
India Ports Global Lim-

ited (IPGL) which envis-
ages IPGL taking over 
the operations of a part 
of the area of the multi-
purpose and container 
terminal for a period of 
18 months.

Modi assured India’s 
support for the develop-
ment of the Chabahar-
Zahedan railway line to 
harness the full potential 
of the Chabahar port.

Apart from the one 
on connectivity, the other 
agreements signed in-
cluded double taxation 
avoidance, an instrument 
of ratification that that 
brings into effect the ex-
tradition agreement that 
the two sides had signed 
in 2008 and cooperation 
in the areas of health, 
traditional systems of 
medicine and agriculture 
and allied sectors and es-
tablishment of an expert 
group on trade remedy 
measures.

Rouhani, who arrived 
here on Friday evening 
from Hyderabad, was a 
accorded a ceremonial 
welcome at the Rash-
trapati Bhavan. This is 
the first presidential visit 
from Iran to India in 10 
years. 

crore tax revenue, in-
cluding GST (Goods and 
Services Tax) compen-
sation from the Central 
government for FY 2019, 
an increase of 12.78 per 
cent over the revised es-
timates of FY 2018, the 
Chief Minister said the 
non-tax revenue would 
be Rs 8,163 crore.

The budget expects 
state-run boards, civic 

corporations and local 
bodies to mobilise Rs 
16,760 crore through in-
ternal resource genera-
tion and borrowings dur-
ing the upcoming fiscal.

A m o n g  t h e  n e w 
schemes, the budget has 
envisaged to strengthen 
the software of the IT net-
work to make the police 
system citizen friendly 
across the state.

Manu Singhvi -- as one of 
the directors.

She said the compa-
ny is operating from the 
building located in Mum-
bai from the last seven 
years.

She alleged that all the 
inheritance, legacy and 
properties in this case 
belonged to the Congress 
party.

The Minister alleged 

that while the Congress 
party was the “benefici-
ary and promoter” of the 
Gitanjali Group company, 
it was blaming the BJP for 
their own misdeeds.

“It was during the 
UPA rule that the main 
offence” was committed, 
the Minister said.

In June 2013, Life In-
surance Company (LIC), 
a public sector company, 

took four per cent shares 
in Gitanjali which was 
questioned by the Minis-
try of Finance.

Gitanjali was sus-
pended for six months 
from doing business on 
the National Stock Ex-
change in July 2013, she 
added.

In September 2013, a 
proposal of restructuring 
and giving additional loan 
was made to Allahabad 
Bank.

When one of the offic-
ers questioned it then he 
was forced to resign, the 
Minister said. 

Later the bank sanc-
tioned the loan.

“Congress does all 
this. Now when we take 
action then they blame 
us,” Sitharaman said.

“We have taken ac-
tion. We have sent them 
notices in confiscated 
properties and the proc-
ess is still on but the al-
legation is on us.”
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PTI

 South Africa’s new president, Cyril Ramaphosa, left, and speaker of 
the House, Baleka Mbete, right, arrive at parliament in Cape Town, 
South Africa.

PTI

Patients rest in their hospital beds parked outside the General Hospital after they were evacuated, in 
Veracruz, Mexico.

PTI

Mohammed Amin, father of seven year-old girl Zainab Ansari, leaves 
following the court verdict, in Lahore, Pakistan, Saturday, Feb. 17, 
2018.

US charges 13 Russians 
with interfering in 2016 
presidential elections

Pak serial killer gets death sentence for 
raping, murdering seven -year-old girl 

South Africa’s new leader 
Ramaphosa addresses nation

FBI admits it failed to investigate 
Florida shooter tip-off

7.2-magnitude quake jolts 
Mexico; no casualty reported 

Al-Qaeda operative gets 
life term for terror offences

Turkey claims control inside Syria’s Afrin

Attacks out of proportion — Oxfam chief

Washington, Feb. 17 (PTI): Thir-
teen Russian nationals and three 
Russian companies have been in-
dicted for interfering in the 2016 US 
presidential election through social 
media propaganda.

The indictment, released yes-
terday by the office of US Special 
Counsel Robert Mueller, said, the 
accused, through their actions, 
wanted to “spread distrust towards 
the candidates and the political 
system in general”.

According to the indictment, 
the Russians created hundreds 
of social media accounts on Fa-
cebook, Instagram, and Twitter, 
making it appear that the accounts 
were controlled by persons within 
the US.

To hide the Russian origin of 
their activities, the Russians alleg-
edly purchased space on compu-
ter servers located within the US 
in order to set up a virtual private 
network.

The accused posed as politi-
cally and socially active Americans, 
advocating for and against par-
ticular political candidates. They 
established social media pages 
and groups to communicate with 
unwitting Americans.

They also purchased political 
advertisements on social media 
and used stolen or fictitious Ameri-
can identities, fraudulent bank 
accounts, and false identification 

documents.
Deputy Attorney General Rod 

J. Rosenstein said the indictment 
served as a reminder that people 
are not always who they appear to 
be on the Internet.

“The indictment alleges that 
the Russian conspirators want to 
promote discord in the United 
States and undermine public con-
fidence in democracy. We must 
not allow them to succeed,” said 
Rosenstein.

According to the allegations, 
twelve of the individual defendants 
worked at various times for Internet 
Research Agency (IRA), a Russian 
company based in St. Petersburg.

The other individual defendant, 
Yevgeniy Viktorovich Prigozhin, 
funded the conspiracy through 
companies known as Concord 
Management and Consulting LLC, 
Concord Catering, and many sub-
sidiaries and affiliates.

The IRA allegedly operated 
through Russian shell companies. 
It employed hundreds of persons 
for its online operations with an 
annual budget of millions of dollars.

In 2014, the agency established 
a “translator project” to focus on the 
US population. In July 2016, more 
than 80 employees were assigned 
to the project.

Two of the defendants allegedly 
travelled to the US in 2014 to col-
lect intelligence for their American 

political influence operations.
According to the indictment, 

the Russians also recruited and 
paid real Americans -- who did 
not know they were communicat-
ing with Russians -- to engage in 
political activities, promote politi-
cal campaigns, and stage political 
rallies.

After the election, they alleg-
edly staged rallies to support the 
President-elect while simultane-
ously staging rallies to protest his 
election.

For example, the defendants 
organised one rally to support the 
President-elect and another rally to 
oppose him-both in New York, on 
the same day, the indictment said.

On September 13, 2017, soon 
after the news media reported that 
the Special Counsels Office was 
investigating evidence that Russian 
operatives had used social media to 
interfere in the 2016 election, one 
defendant allegedly wrote, “We 
had a slight crisis here at work: the 
FBI busted our activity.... So, I got 
preoccupied with covering tracks 
together with my colleagues.” 

Muller is investigating into the 
allegations of Russian interference 
into the American political system. 
The opposition Democrats allege 
that Russian interference helped 
Donald Trump win the 2016 presi-
dential elections. Trump denies the 
charges.

Lahore, Feb. 17 (PTI): An 
anti-terrorism court in 
Pakistan today sentenced 
to death a serial killer for 
the brutal rape and mur-
der of a seven-year-old 
girl that sparked national 
outrage, the first ever trial 
in the country’s history 
that concluded in short-
est period of four days.

Announcing the ver-
dict at the Kot Lakhpat 
Jail here at in-camera 
trial amid high security, 
ATC judge Sajjad Hussain 
handed down the death 
sentence to 23-year-old 
Imran Ali on four grounds 
- murdering a child, kid-
napping a child, rape of 
a minor, and committing 
an unnatural act with a 
minor.

Imran has also been 
sentenced to seven years 

in jail with a fine of Rs 1 
million for desecrating 
the body of a minor.

He was arrested in 
January, two weeks after 
he raped and killed the 
7-year-old girl and threw 
her body into a garbage 
dump in Kasur city, some 
50 kilometres from La-
hore.

The brutal rape and 
murder of the child had 
sparked outrage and pro-
tests across the country. 
Her case was the twelfth 
such incident to occur 
within a 10 kilometre ra-
dius in Kasur city over a 
12-month period.

The arrest brought to 
light eight more such kill-
ings and many Pakistanis 
have demanded he be 
publicly executed.

Prosecutor General 

Ehtesham Qadir, who 
spoke to media after the 
sentencing, said the ac-
cused had been given 
ample chance to defend 
himself, but he chose to 
confess his crimes.

He said the prosecu-
tion had presented at 
least 56 witnesses against 
him in addition to foren-
sic evidence, including 
the DNA and polygraph 
tests.

“It was a fair trial in 
which the suspect was 
given a chance to defend 
himself,” Qadir said, add-
ing the ATC has awarded 
the sentence to the ac-
cused only in the case of 
the seven-year-old girl.

“The suspect had also 
confessed to the killing of 
eight other girls. He will 
be tried in these cases 
separately, he said, add-
ing this was the first ever 
trial in the history of Pa-
kistan that concluded in 
four days.

The girl’s father Mu-
hammad Amin expressed 
satisfaction over the ver-
dict, saying: “We are satis-
fied on the verdict but we 
wanted him to be hanged 
publicly.” 

The girl’s mother said, 
“We want that the sus-
pect should be stoned 
to death for his crime as 
hanging in jail is a pun-
ishment which is given 
to other criminals but 

this beast deserves either 
public hanging or stoned 
to death.” 

Imran will now have 
15 days to approach the 
court to file an appeal. 
However, the prosecu-
tor general said he had 
confessed to his crime 
and was not interested in 
challenging the ATC ver-
dict in higher court.

Advocate Mehar Sha-
keel Multani, the private 
counsel for the suspect, 
had withdrawn his power 
of attorney after the sus-
pect made confession 
before the trial court.

The lawyer claimed 
his conscience did not 
allow him to defend a se-
rial killer.

Later, the court pro-
vided the suspect with 
state counsel to complete 
the trial proceedings.

Showing concerns 
about the fairness of the 
trial inside jail, rights ac-
tivist and senior lawyer 
Asad Jamal said the trial 
could not be held in a free 
and fair manner unless 
the suspect was given 
an ample opportunity to 
defend himself through a 
counsel of his choice.

He said the trial had 
been conducted in cam-
era without access to 
independent observers, 
members of the bar and 
independent legal coun-
sel for the suspect.

Cape Town, Feb 17 (PTI/
AP): South African Presi-
dent Cyril Ramaphosa 
gave his first state of the 
nation address today, 
saying its time for South 
Africans to put discord 
behind them and that 
the country will “turn the 
tide” on corruption in 
state institutions this year.

Ramaphosa deliv-
ered a message of opti-
mism and renewal af-
ter a dramatic week in 
which he was elected by 
ruling party lawmakers 
following the resigna-
tion of predecessor Jacob 
Zuma, whose tenure was 
marked by corruption 
scandals.

“We should put all 
the negativity that has 
dogged our country be-
hind us because a new 
dawn is upon us,” Ram-
aphosa said in a speech 
in parliament that drew 
enthusiastic applause.

Ramaphosa, who had 
been deputy president 
under Zuma, said his 
administration would 
concentrate on creating 
jobs and attracting invest-

Washington, Feb. 17 
(IANS): The Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation (FBI) 
admitted on Friday that 
it received a tip in Janu-
ary on Nikolas Cruz, the 
Florida school shooter 
who killed 17 people ear-
lier this week, but failed to 
follow up.

According to the FBI, a 
person close to the shoot-
er called the agency’s tip 
line on January 5 to warn 
about “Cruz’s gun owner-
ship, desire to kill people, 
erratic behaviour, and 
disturbing social media 
posts, as well as the po-
tential of him conducting 
a school shooting”, Xin-
hua reported.

The statement came 
two days after Cruz, 
19, opened fire with an 
AR-15 rifle at students 
and teachers at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High 
School in the city of Park-
land in Broward County.

Besides the 17 killings, 
the shooting also injured 
14 others. 

“Under established 
protocols, the informa-
tion provided by the 
called should have been 

assessed as a potential 
threat of life,” the FBI said 
in a statement. 

“The information 
then should have been 
forward to the FBI Miami 
Field Office, where appro-
priate investigative steps 
would have been taken.”

The FBI said that 
those protocols were not 
followed for the January 
tip, therefore, the infor-
mation was not provided 
to the Miami office, and 
no further investigation 
was conducted at that 
time.

Wednesday’s massa-
cre raised concerns about 
potential failure in school 
security and sparks ongo-
ing US debates on gun 
control. 

“We have spoken with 
victims and families, and 
deeply regret the addi-
tional pain this causes all 
those affected by this hor-
rific tragedy,” Wray added.

Cruz, who was ex-
pelled from the school 
for disciplinary reasons, 
made a brief court ap-
pearance on Thursday 
and was ordered held 
without bond.

Mexico City, Feb. 17 
(IANS): An earthquake 
measuring 7.2 on the 
Richter scale struck 
southeastern Mexico, 
with the epicentre record-
ed in the state of Oaxaca, 
the US Geological Survey 
(USGS) reported.

Emergency authori-
ties in the Oaxaca report-
ed “only material damage 
and no loss of human life” 
during the earthquake 
on Friday night, reports 

CNN.
The USGS initially 

reported a magnitude 
of 7.5 but revised it 
downward. Later Friday, 
a magnitude 5.8 after-
shock hit Oaxaca.

The Pacific Tsunami 
Warning Centre reported 
that “based on all avail-
able data... there is no 
tsunami threat from this 
earthquake.”

Mexican President En-
rique Pena Nieto tweeted 

that “earthquake proto-
cols have been activated”.

Two deadly earth-
quakes had struck Mexico 
in September 2017, re-
ports CNN.

A magnitude-8.1 
earthquake struck off the 
southern coast on Sep-
tember 8, killing at least 
90. 

On September 19, 
a magnitude 7.1 earth-
quake hit Mexico City, 
killing at least 216 people.

Washington, Feb. 17 (PTI): Top Al-
Qaeda operative Ibrahim Suleiman 
Adnan Adam Harun has been sen-
tenced to life for multiple terrorism 
offences, including conspiracy to 
kill American military personnel in 
Afghanistan and bomb the US em-
bassy in Nigeria, the Department of 
Justice said today.

Commissioner James P O’Neill 
of the New York Police Depart-
ment said Harun was a dedicated 
and early soldier in Bin Laden’s 
al-Qaeda, joining just weeks before 
the September 11 attacks.

“The evidence presented at trial 
established that the defendant and 
other jihadists attacked a US mili-
tary patrol in Afghanistan, result-
ing in the death of two American 
soldiers and the serious injury of 
others,” Acting Assistant Attorney 
General James O’Callaghan said.

“Harun will rightfully spend 
the rest of his life behind bars. This 
department - with our partners in 
law enforcement - remains deeply 
committed to combating terror-
ism from New York to Nigeria - and 
everywhere in between,” he said.

The sentencing comes follow-
ing his conviction by a jury on mul-
tiple terrorism offences, including 
conspiracy to murder American 
military personnel in Afghanistan 
and bomb the US embassy in Ni-
geria. He was convicted on March 
16, 2017.

As proven at trial, Harun trav-
elled from Saudi Arabia to Afghani-
stan weeks before September 11, 
2001, where he joined al-Qaeda, 
trained at al-Qaeda training camps, 
and eventually swore allegiance to 
Osama bin Laden.

Harun, 47, also known by the 
nom de guerre “Spin Ghul,” a Pa-
shto name meaning “White Rose,” 
then travelled with other al-Qaeda 
jihadists to the Federally Admin-
istered Tribal Areas of Pakistan, 
where he operated under Abdul 
Hadi al-Iraqi, one of bin Laden’s 
deputies and a senior al-Qaeda 
military commander.

On April 25, 2003, Harun and 
fellow al-Qaeda jihadists ambushed 
a US military patrol near the Af-
ghan-Pakistan border. Harun fired 
machine gun rounds and threw 
grenades at American soldiers and 
allied Afghan Militia Forces.

Two US servicemen were killed 
in the attack - Private First Class 
Jerod Dennis, 19, of Oklahoma, and 
Airman First Class Raymond Losa-
no, 24, of Texas - and several other 
soldiers were seriously wounded.

After the ambush, Harun met 
with senior al-Qaeda officials - in-
cluding Abu Faraj al-Libi, then al-
Qaeda’s external operations chief 
- to express his desire to commit 
acts of terror against US interests 
outside Afghanistan.

He specifically sought to carry 

out attacks similar to the 1998 al-
Qaeda bombings of the US Embas-
sies in Kenya and Tanzania, which 
resulted in more than 200 deaths 
and 4,000 injuries, federal prosecu-
tors said.

In the summer of 2003, senior 
al-Qaeda leaders dispatched Harun 
from Pakistan to Nigeria to bomb 
the US Embassy in Abuja.

Harun’s al-Qaeda handler di-
rected him to obtain one ton of ex-
plosives for the bombing operation 
and to target Americans - whom he 
described as “the head of the snake” 
- at embassies, hotels and other 
“places where they gather for fun.” 

Upon arriving in Nigeria, Harun 
recruited accomplices, scouted the 
Embassy and other potential West-
ern targets, and sent an accomplice 
to find explosives.

In 2004, Harun directed a co-
conspirator to courier information 
and materials from Nigeria to al-
Qaeda leaders in Pakistan.

After learning that the co-con-
spirator had been arrested in Paki-
stan, Harun fled Nigeria to Libya, 
from where he planned to enter 
Europe to carry out terrorist attacks 
against Western interests.

In early 2005, however, Harun 
was arrested by Libyan authorities 
and held in custody until his release 
in June 2011.

Harun was arrested in June 2011 
by Italian authorities.

Istanbul, Feb. 17 (IANS): Turkey 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
on Saturday announced that his 
country’s armed forces had taken 
control of more than 300 sq.km of 
Syrian territory inside the Kurdish-
controlled enclave of Afrin, located 
in northwestern Syria.

Speaking at a public rally, Er-
dogan touted the progress being 
made in Turkey’s military incursion 
into Afrin, dubbed ‘Operation Olive 
Branch’, the stated aim of which 
was to create a 30-km-deep (19-
mile) buffer zone inside Syria and 
expel the United States-supported 

Kurdish YPG militias that hold the 
enclave, EFE news agency reported.

“The Turkish Army has ad-
vanced 300 sq km during ‘Op-
eration Olive Branch’,” Erdogan 
said during a televised speech from 
Afyonkarahisar.

Although the Kurdish YPG 
played a pivotal role in the cam-
paign against the Islamic State 
terror organisation in Syria, the 
group is viewed by Ankara as indis-
tinguishable from the PKK Kurd-
ish separatists who have fought a 
low-scale guerrilla war in eastern-
Turkey for decades.

During his speech Saturday, 
Erdogan said the PKK has terrorised 
his country for 40 years and had 
joined the YPG in terrorising Syria 
while stressing that these groups do 
not represent all Kurdish citizens.

Erdogan recounted how some 
30 Turkish soldiers had been killed 
in the fighting in Afrin since the 
operation began, along with 60 
members of Syrian militias allied 
with Ankara, who call themselves 
the Free Syrian Army.

Turkish military leadership 
claimed to have killed 1,595 Kurdish 
fighters in Afrin.

London, Feb. 17 (IANS): 
Oxfam’s Chief Executive, 
Mark Goldring, has said 
the scale and intensity 
of the criticism against 
the British charity in the 
wake of claims that its 
workers used prostitutes 
in Haiti, were out of pro-
portion to its level of cul-
pability.

In an interview with 
the Guardian, Goldring 
on Friday repeated his 
apology for Oxfam’s fail-
ings and acknowledged 
that major reforms were 
needed. 

But warning that the 
controversy has already 
affected vital donations, 
he accused critics of “gun-

ning” for the charity and 
said some were motivat-
ed in part by an anti-aid 
agenda.

“We murdered babies 
in their cots? Certainly, 
the scale and the intensity 
of the attacks feels out of 
proportion to the level of 
culpability. I struggle to 
understand it. You think, 
‘My God, there’s some-
thing going on there.’”

Goldring acknowl-
edged that his comments 
could be used to inflict 
more damage on the em-
battled charity, saying: 
“Anything we say is be-
ing manipulated... even 
apologies only make mat-
ters worse.”

The interview fol-
lowed a promise by 
Oxfam to publish a 2011 
internal investigation into 
staff involved in sexual 
and other misconduct in 
Haiti as soon as possible, 
the Guardian reported. 

The organisation has 
said that the names of 
the men involved have 
already been shared with 
the Haitian authorities.

The head of Oxfam 
International, Winnie By-
anyima, has announced a 
wide-ranging reform plan 
- including an independ-
ent commission to review 
Oxfam’s culture and prac-
tices and warned that 
what happened in Haiti 

“is a stain on Oxfam that 
will shame us for years”.

Oxfam has faced 
criticism after media re-
ports revealed earlier this 
month that during a hu-
manitarian mission in 
Haiti in 2011, the charity’s 
former country director 
Roland van Hauwermeir-
en had hired prostitutes 
at a villa paid for by the 
organisation, the BBC 
reported.

Van Hauwermeiren, 
who left Oxfam in 2011 
amid a sexual miscon-
duct inquiry, has denied 
hiring prostitutes but said 
he had “intimate rela-
tions” with a woman who 
was “not a prostitute”.

ment, and that it is time 
to restore trust and con-
fidence in South Africas 
public institutions and 
leaders.

“This is the year in 
which we will turn the 
tide on corruption in our 
public institutions,” Ram-
aphosa said.

“The criminal justice 
institutions have been 
taking initiatives that will 
enable us to deal effec-
tively with corruption.”

The South African 

currency, the rand, has 
strengthened against the 
dollar since Ramapho-
sas ascent, but the new 
president faces the long-
term problem of sluggish 
economic growth and 
unemployment of over 25 
per cent.

Z u m a  r e s i g n e d 
Wednesday, opening the 
way for Ramaphosa to 
become South Africas 
fifth president since the 
end of white minority rule 
in 1994.
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(L-R) Local singers Mengu Suokhrie, Virie, Sanen Kichu, Theja Meru and Bendang inaugurating the café in 
Kohima on Feb. 17.

Adam Levine, Behati Prinsloo welcome baby girl
Singer Adam Levine and model Behati Prinsloo have wel-
comed their second child together. They have named their 
second baby girl Gio Grace Levine.  Levine’s representative 
confirmed the news on Friday, reports eonline.com.  The 
couple first announced they were expecting their second child 
in September.  At the time, Prinsloo took to Instagram to share 
a photograph of her growing baby bump, writing, “ROUND 2”. 
Later, Levine revealed to television personality Ellen DeGe-
neres that they were expecting another little girl, giving their 
elder daughter Dusty Rose, a baby sister. Dusty Rose was born 
in September 2016. (IANS)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

Padman: 
11 am and 2 pm

Black Panther: 
5 pm and 8 pm

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Asha Bhosle honoured with 
Yash Chopra Memorial Award

A cup of music please: 
Music cafe opens in capital 

Robert Pattinson 
finds #MeToo 
movement amazing

Aniston, Pitt’s reunion very unlikely

‘Black Panther’ mints INR 
7.18 crore in India on day one

L
egendary singer 
Asha Bhosle 
has received the 
fifth Yash Cho-
pra Memorial 

Award.
Bhosle was honoured 

here last night by yester-
year diva Rekha and the 
actor credited the legen-
dary singer and Chopra 
for making her a big star 
in Hindi film industry.

“I am here because 
of two people Yashji and 
Asha Bhosle. She is part 
of my life. She is beautiful 
inside out. I have learnt a 
lot from the Mangeshkar 
family. Lataji and Ashaji.

“Initially I used to 
be afraid of her, as on 
her own songs, I had to 
perform on-screen and 
express it all through my 
eyes. What I have learnt 
from her is to keep smil-
ing all the time. May you 
live long,” Rekha said, 
before presenting the 
award to Bhosle.

The previous recipi-

ents of the award are Lata 
Mangeshkar, megastar 
Amitabh Bachchan, 
Rekha, and superstar 
Shah Rukh Khan.

“It feels good to get 
the award, it is a special 
award. I am happy to get 
award in his name but I 
am sad that he is not alive 

today. I always wonder 
what if he was alive today. 
I have got no answer,” 
Bhosle said.

Remembering her 

first meeting with Cho-
pra, Bhosle, said, she was 
introduced to the direc-
tor by B R Chopra.

“He was like a brother 
to me. We used to joke 
around a lot. He used to 
sit for recording. I had 
worked in a film called 
‘Mai’, I was blackmailed 
to do the film, he (Cho-
pra) did the clapping for 
me, I was initially scared 
as he had directed 22 
films but it all turned out 
to be good at the end,” 
she added.

The event was also 
attended by Maharashtra 
Governor C Vidyasagar 
Rao, Alka Yagnik, Jackie 
Shroff, Parineeti Chopra, 
Poonam Dhillon, Jaya 
Prada among others.

The Award has been 
instituted by the TSR 
Foundation of T Sub-
barami Reddy in memory 
of producer-director Yash 
Chopra, who died in 
2012.

PTI

I
t’s a new cafe—
music-themed at 
that—with a goal to 
providing musi-
cians a platform.

A young entrepre-
neur Mele Pucho has 
opened a new branch 
of Symphony Café in 
Kohima at the Kire Com-
plex at the TCP gate in 
Kohima town on Sat. The 
cafe was inaugurated by 
musicians Theja Meru, 
Mengu Suokhrie, Virie, 
Bendang, and Sanen 
Kichu.

Pucho said that the 
new cafe would be open 
for musicians to perform 

for free. He said it took 
more than ten years to 
accomplish his dream to 
open a café for musi-
cians. Asserting that mu-
sicians over the past five 
years have been ‘strug-
gling,’ Pucho said that 
the Naga people were a 
talented lot ‘but with less 
scope.’ To ‘contribute,’ 
he started the café to 
encourage the artists not 
to ‘give up.’ Dedicating 
the cafe to musicians, he 
hoped that they would 
make good use of the 
place and grow. 

In his short speech, 
entrepreneur and vet-

eran singer Theja Meru 
expressed hope that the 
platform would inspire 
the musicians. 

Musicians from 
Kohima came together to 
attend the inauguration. 
Some of the local singers 
performed during the 
program too.

The café will be open 
from 11 am to 7 pm from 
Mon. to Sat. 

Besides being an 
event producer, Mele 
Pucho is the director of 
Symphony Academy of 
Music. He is a musician 
and a worship leader. 

Kohima Bureau

M
arvel’s “Black Panther”, 
first to be fronted by a 
person of colour and 
featuring a virtually all 
black cast, has opened 

well in India minting over 7 crores on 
day one.

The film stars Chadwick Bose-
man in the titular 
role and also 

feature actors Michael B Jordan, Lupita 
Nyong’o, Danai Gurira, Andy Serkis 
among others. It has been directed by 
“Creed” helmer Ryan Coogler.

The film’s net box office collections 
stood at Rs 5.6 crore, including Rs 35 
lakhs from previous day paid preview 
shows, while gross box office collec-
tion was Rs 7.18 crores, including paid 
previews.

The opening day figure is the highest 
for any Hollywood solo superhero debut 
movie and the highest for any Holly-
wood film this year.

“Black Panther” is Marvel’s first 
superhero entry this year and the 
studio is eagerly awaiting the release 
of “Avengers: Infinity War”, in May this 
year, boasting a bigger cast than any of 
its earlier editions. The studio also has 
“Ant-Man and the Wasp” that is sched-
uled to release in July.

PTI

A
ctor Robert 
Pattinson says 
it is amazing to 
see the impact 
of the #MeToo 

movement.
Pattinson touched on 

the impact of the move-
ment while discussing his 
in-competition 
film David 
Zellner and 
Nathan Zell-
ner’s comic 
Western 
“Damsel” 
ahead of 
its pre-
miere 
at the 
Berli-
nale 
on 
Fri-

day, 
reports 
variety.com.

Pattinson said: “If 
you feel that you’ve been 
wronged, and you feel 
that you don’t have the 
right to tell people about 
it and you feel that you’re 
being bullied into silence, 
it’s one of the most awful 
things in the world. 

“So it’s amazing when 
any kind of dam breaks 
and people feel they’ve 
got the numbers to say, 
no, you’ll be safe to say 
whatever has happened 

to you. It’s pretty amaz-
ing.”

Pattinson’s “Damsel” 
co-star Mia Wasikowska 
said she had been in her 
native Australia for much 
of the past year and 
therefore watching the 
movement roll-out from 
afar, but she recently 
got the opportunity to 

witness its impact 
firsthand.

“The 
Respect Rally in 
Sundance was the first 
thing I’ve been able to go 
to and be a part of it and 
that was really amazing 
to feel the energy there 
and the connectedness 
of the people. I think it’s 
great and I think it’s going 
to be really significant 
change,” she said.

IANS

F
ollowing the 
news of Jen-
nifer Aniston 
and Justin 
Theroux’s split, 

the internet went into a 
frenzy with the possibility 
of a reunion of the actress 
and her former beau 
Brad Pitt. But that seems 
unlikely as they haven’t 
met in a long time, says a 
source.

“They 
haven’t 
seen each 
other in 
ages,” peo-
ple.com 
quoted 
a source 

with 

knowl-
edge of 

Pitt and 
Aniston’s 

current 
relationship 

as saying. 
“For well 

over a decade 
now they have 

lived totally sepa-
rate lives and so not 

surprisingly, they 
have become totally 

different people than 
who they once were 

when they were togeth-
er,” the source added. 

Pitt, 54, and Aniston, 
49, divorced in 2005 after 
five years of marriage.

“They broke up, 
and they did it because 
they had serious issues. 
They’re not stupid. They 
remember why it didn’t 
work,” the source said. 

“They’ve been over 
each other for longer 
than they were ever 

together. It is such an-
cient history.”

When it comes to the 
possibility of a new rela-
tionship, the source says 
their lives are simply too 
different from when they 
first met to make it work, 
reports people.com.

“Now you add six kids 
on his side and each of 
them having their own 
assorted battle scars into 
the mix? Forget it. It’s not 
going to happen,” the 
source added.

While Aniston and 
Pitt have remained 
friendly over the years, 

PTI/AP

Bollywood playback singer Asha Bhosle (L) and actress Rekha attend the fifth edition of ‘Yash Chopra 
National Memorial Awards 2018’ in Mumbai on Friday night.

KG-2331

the source says two aren’t 
especially close.

“They aren’t in regular 
contact, beyond an occa-
sional text back and forth 
to wish each other the 
best when there’s been a 
new project or big event,” 
the source said.

Aniston and Theroux 
announced the end of 

their two-year 
marriage and 
nearly seven-
year relation-
ship in a joint 
statement on 
Thursday. Pitt 
and actress 
Angelina Jolie 
called it quits 
in 2016 after 
two years 
of marriage 
and 12 years 
together.

IANS
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Kei Nishikori

Nemanja Vidic

Yuzuru Hanyu celebrates after winning the men’s singles 
event at the Pyeongchang Winter Olympic on Sat. Feb. 17.
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Mirror Crossword 1738        sud0ku 1578
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1737

ACRoss
1. Companion of Paul (Bible)
6. Font of the leg below the knee
10. Knoblike shoots
14. Tolerate or endure
15. Norse god
16. Leave off
17. Tree-dwelling primate
18. Actor Sir ____ Guinness
19. Parasitic insects
20. Leaving nothing implied
22. Flattened at the poles
24. Small mountain lake
25. Pertaining to the largest state
26. Blonde bombshell ______ 

Anderson
29. Modern day Persia
30. Above or beyond
31. DC or state
37. Quotes
39. Spy agency
40. Fishing net with floats and weights
41. Imprints over another color
44. Again
45. Made a bell sound
46. Lawfully seize
48. Designer of St. Peter’s Basilica: 

Giovanni _______
52. Actress ____ Barrymore
53. Fools
54. Instructors
58. Totes (slang)
59. King of Norway
61. Weird
62. Joy
63. Any small object
64. Cassia
65. Snake-like fishes

66. Fortune teller
67. Sleighs 
DoWn
1. Exchange for money
2. Wild mountain goat
3. Uneven gait
4. One who has intercourse with a 

married woman
5. In installments or series
6. Killed
7. Grove (archaic)
8. Eisenhower
9. Composer _______ Rimsky-

Korsakov
10. Round cotton seed vessels
11. Open Inuit boat

12. Formal expressions of opinion
13. Line an excavation with stone 

or cement
21. Crop of a bird or insect
23. Marriage notice
25. One who has attained 

enlightenment (Buddhism)
26. In a slight degree
27. Israeli city Tel ____
28. Apportion
29. Danish for “Flounder (fish)”
32. Small sacs in a compound gland
33. Toothed cog
34. Prong
35. Singles
36. Small tailed amphibian

38. Small diagonal spar (sailing)
42. Redeems or buys freedom
43. Wife of Abraham (Bible)
47. Daily school break
48. Flat part of a ship’s bottom
49. Latin for “Edible”
50. Bright double star in the 

constellation Orion
51. Pries surrepticiously
52. Postpone or yield
54. Father of the 4 winds (Lakota 

tradition)
55. Sea eagle
56. Tough outer layer
57. Oceans
60. Tell untruths

solutions to suD0ku 1577

Indian batsman Captain Virat Kohli celebrates after getting his 100 runs during the sixth ODI cricket match against South Africa in Pretoria, South Africa on Fri. Feb. 16.
AP/PTI

Record-breaker kohli leads India to 
another easy win over south Africa

Man United great Vidic to visit India

Nishikori reaches New York 
semi-finals with comeback win

Gokulam shatter East Bengal title hopesHanyu breaks 66-year old record to defend men’s figure skating title

Pretoria, Feb. 17 (Reuters): In-
dia’s Virat Kohli set a new bat-
ting record as he put on another 
master class with an unbeaten 
century against hosts South Af-
rica on Friday to secure an easy 
eight-wicket victory and win the 
one-day international series 5-1. 
India strode to a comfortable 
win at Centurion as they reached 
their victory target with 107 balls 
to spare after putting South Africa 
into bat and bowling them out 
for 204.

India, who have taken over 

from South Africa as the world’s 
top-ranked ODI team, were 206 
for two wickets in reply in an-
other dominant performance 
with captain Kohli again leading 
from the front.

He scored 129 not out to set a 
new record for the most runs in a 
six-match ODI series.

Kohl i  reached his  35th 
ODI tonne in just 82 balls, was 
dropped on 103 and finished the 
six-matches with a total of 558 
runs at an average of 198, easily 
eclipsing the previous mark of 

491 runs achieved by team mate 
Rohit Sharma against Australia in 
the 2013-14 season.

South Africa had been hoping 
for a consolation win at the end 
of the series, but were again in 
trouble early in their innings as 
talisman AB de Villiers (30 runs) 
struggled once more with the 
bat and wickets kept tumbling at 
regular intervals.

Khaya Zondo, in only his third 
ODI, top scored with 54 as Shar-
dul Thakur took 4-52.

South Africa were all out with 

19 balls still to face, setting India 
a modest target that Kohli com-
fortably reeled in with a flourish 
of stroke play.

“It’s all about being in a good 
zone,” Kohli said after being 
named man of the series. “On the 
day I felt good and my timing was 
right. I want to lead from the front 
with my performances.”

India, who lost the three-
match test series 2-1, now play 
South Africa in three Twenty20 
internationals at end of their two-
month tour.

Mumbai, Feb. 17 (IANS): 
Manchester United great 
Nemanja Vidic will be 
present as a special guest 
during the third edition 
of the Football Movement 
which is slated to be held 
here on February 22 and 
23.

The two-day confer-
ence will feature speakers 
including English Premier 
League (EPL) managing 
director Richard Masters, 
director general of the 
UK Department for In-
ternational Trade, India & 
South Asia and represen-
tatives of the Indian Super 
League (ISL) and the All 
India Football Federation 
(AIFF). 

Nemanja Vidic said: “It 
is clearly an exciting time 
for football in India at the 
moment. As a profession-
al footballer, I saw first-
hand not just the passion 
for the EPL but also how 

football can positively im-
pact communities around 
the world. 

“I am looking forward 
to bringing some of my 
own Premier League ex-
periences to the Football 
Movement conference 
next week.”

Richard Masters, Pre-

mier League Managing 
Director said: “The con-
tinued popularity of the 
ISL, the success of the 
recent U-17 FIFA World 
Cup and the millions 
of passionate Premier 
League fans demonstrate 
the growing interest in 
football in India.”

New York, Feb. 17 (Re-
uters): Japan’s Kei Nishi-
kori survived his tough-
est test since his return to 
the ATP Tour, having to 
come back from behind 
to beat Radu Albot 4-6 6-3 
6-1 on Friday to reach the 
semi-final of the New York 
Open.

Playing in his first ATP 
tournament since August, 
Nishikori had enjoyed 
straight set victories in the 
first two rounds before 
dropping the first set to 
Albot. But the 28-year-old 
regained momentum in 
the match by controlling 
his serve and breaking Al-
bot’s service six times.

“It was a very tough 
start. I think he was play-
ing very good tennis,” 
Nishikori was quoted as 
saying on the ATP Tour 
website.

“During the second 
set I started getting my 
rhythm back and started 
playing a little more in-
side the baseline and ev-
erything started working 
well... (I‘m) very happy to 
win today.”

P yo e n g C h a n g , Fe b. 1 7 
(IANS): Japanese Yuzuru 
Hanyu became the first figure 
skater in 66 years to win back-
to-back Winter Olympic gold 
medals in the men’s singles 
event as he won Japan’s first 
gold medal at PyeongChang 
Games on Saturday.

Hanyu won the title with 
317.85 points, beating com-
patriot Shoma Uno and mul-
tiple world champion Ja-
vier Fernandez of Spain to the 
second and third on 306.90 
and 305.24 respectively. Chi-
nese Jin Boyang was fourth 
with 297.77 points in total, 
reports Xinhua news agency.

“I have no words right 
now. I am overwhelmed. I 
am just happy with my per-
formance and my hard train-
ing and everything,” said a 
teary Hanyu, who emulated 
American Dick Button’s feats 
of 1948 and 1952.

“This is the best day of 
my skating life. My tears were 
from my heart. I can find one 
word and that is happy,” the 

Kozhikode, Feb. 17 (IANS): 
East Bengal’s title aspira-
tions were dealt a body 
blow as Gokulam Kerala 
FC stunned them with a 
come-from-behind 2-1 
win at the EMS Corpo-
ration Stadium here on 
Saturday.

Yusa Katsumi (45+4 
minutes) opened the scor-
ing from the penalty spot 
for the away side but Kivi 
Zhimomi (51st) restored 
parity before an own goal 
by substitute Salam Ran-
jan Singh (87th) made 
matters worse for the Kol-
kata heavyweights.

Both captains, Arnab 
Mondal of East Bengal 
and Mohammed Irshad 
of Gokulam, were sent off 
in second half added time. 

Mondal picked up a 
second yellow for his lunge 
on Henry Kisseka while Ir-
shad was given the march-
ing orders for putting his 
arm on the face of East 

Bengal’s Lalramchullova.
The result saw East 

Bengal remain third in the 
table with 26 points from 
15 fixtures, three points 
adrift of second-placed 
Minerva Pun-
jab FC (29 
points from 
14 games) and 
five of league 
leaders Neroca FC who 
have 31 from 16 matches.

Meanwhile, Gokulam 
moved to the eighth spot 
with 16 points from 14 
games.

There were no sur-
prises in the starting line-
up for the hosts as coach 
Bino George opted for the 
same side that beat Mo-
hun Bagan five days ago.

For the visitors, coach 
Khalid Jamil made one 
change from their last 
game against Minerva 
with Samad Ali Mallick 
replacing Salam Ranjan 
Singh.

After almost a goalless 
first half where chances 
were few and far between, 
East Bengal took the lead 
when Cavin Lobo was 
brought down inside the 

box by Nige-
rian defend-
er Emman-
uel Chigozie.

Katsumi 
stepped up to take the 
penalty and made no mis-
take to net his sixth of the 
campaign and go into the 
break 1-0 up.

The visitors’ joy was 
shortlived as a poor piece 
of goalkeeping cost them 
dear. After a series of cohe-
sive passes, Henry Kisekka 
released Zhimomi on the 
edge of the box with the 
latter shooting on goal.

Gokulam had two 
more chances to take the 
lead but on both occasions 
Kisseka was denied by the 
woodwork.

Finally, justice pre-

vailed as the home team 
shocked their more fan-
cied opponents to nose 
ahead for the first time in 
the game.

Arjun Jayaraj crossed 
the ball inside the box for 
Kisseka after another neat 
build-up play by the lowly 
outfit. But instead, Salam 
Ranjan deflected it into his 
own net.

In the final minutes of 
the game, after East Bengal 
were trailing 1-2, a fracas 
broke out between players 
of the two teams. 

Mondal picked up his 
first booking during the 
heated exchanges as he 
pushed Sushant Mathew 
onto the floor. Gokulam’s 
Irshad, meanwhile, was 
sent off. 

East Bengal next take 
on Chennai City FC at 
home on February 24 
while upbeat Gokulam 
will travel to Punjab to play 
Minerva on Tuesday.

Nishikori will now 
face South African Kevin 
Anderson who overcame 
American Frances Tiafoe 
6-3 5-7 6-4 in a two-hour 
battle.

In earlier matches, sec-
ond seed Sam Querrey 
topped Croatian Ivo Kar-
lovic 7-6(5) 7-6(4).

He will meet Adrian 
Mannarino in the other 
semi-final after Mannari-
no overcame Spain’s Adri-
an Menendez-Maceiras 
7-5 2-6 6-3.

Nishikori suffered a 
right wrist injury in August 
which forced him to miss 
last year’s U.S. Open and 
the Australian Open at the 
start of the season.

The former U.S. Open 
finalist has since made his 
comeback tocompetition 
by playing in Challenger 
events.

23-year-old, who also became the 1,000th gold 
medal winner in the history of Winter Olympics, 
added.

More than 5,000 spectators in Gangneung 
Ice Arena might feel the waves of Deja vu when 
Hanyu, in a delicately-embroidered costume of 
ancient Japanese ghost chaser, replayed Seimei, 
a defining programme he staged in 2015-2016 
season to bring him to the peak of his career back 
then, but in a more ethereal way on Saturday.

Despite two stumbling landings after a quad 
salchow jump and a triple lutz jump, Hanyu fin-
ished the routine infectiously with an impressive 
presentation score of 96.63 points. His favourite 
yellow Pooh bear toys then rained down onto the 

rink as Japanese fans were 
screaming his name and wav-
ing banners with his name or 
cartoon images.

Hanyu, bothered with 
constant injuries or illness, 
later told a press conference 
that he had to “push” himself 
to finish some elements in the 
competition.

“I have been through a 
lot after Sochi, like new pro-
grammes, injuries, surgeries 
including those for my right 
ankle, but I can’t quit from fig-
ure skating. I hope I can keep 
challenging myself bravely.”

He also attributed the 
gold medal to Fernandez, a 
“friend and best competitor” 
as well.

“Frankly, we both gave 
a quality performance to-
day, which is not usual,” said 
Hanyu, smiling to the Spanish 
sitting side by side. “He is a 
great encouragement for me 
in the game, when he’s do-
ing well, I wanna do better. 
This won’t happen through 
training.”



Veteran midfielder Arjen Robben has vowed he will not retire if Bay-
ern Munich fail to offer him a contract extension

Tite

Chelsea’s Willian hits the post with a shot at goal during the FA Cup fifth round match against Hull City at the Stamford Bridge, London on 
Fri. Feb. 16.
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A close win

Vilasier Khate and Ominder from Delhi had to settle with the runners-up trophy at the AITA, 1.5L 
men's doubles championship on Fri. Feb. 16. Khate and Ominder lost 3-6, 6-7 (10-12) to Rohan Bhatia 
and Arman Bhatia from Mumba. The championship was held at Ahmedabad, Gujarat from Feb. 12 
till the 16th.

Pablo Sarabia scored one goal and made the other for Sevilla in their 
win at Las Palmas

(From left) Czech Republic's Ester Ledecka, gold, and Liechtenstein's Tina Weirather, bronze, celebrate 
during the flower ceremony after the women's super-G at the 2018 Winter Olympics in Jeongseon, South 
Korea on Sat. Feb. 17.

AP/PTI

Chelsea stroll past Hull 
into FA Cup quarter-finals

Brazil coach Tite reveals likely 
World Cup starting lineup

Robben won't retire if Bayern don't extend stay

Sevilla claim controversial win ahead of Man Utd clash

Prithivi Shaw in Mumbai squad for Hazare knockouts
Czech snowboarder Ledecka stuns Alpine world with super-G gold

London, Feb. 17 (re-
uters): Last season’s FA 
Cup runners-up Chelsea 
struck four times before 
the break to crush sec-
ond-tier Hull City 4-0 and 
stroll into the quarter-
finals at Stamford Bridge 
on Friday.

Willian bagged two 
and Olivier Giroud scored 
his first goal for the club 
since joining from Lon-
don rivals Arsenal, while 
Pedro was also on target 
for Antonio Conte’s domi-

nant side.
The night’s other fifth 

round tie saw Leicester 
City also in action against 
Championship opposi-
tion but having to work 
far harder for a 1-0 home 
victory over Sheffield 
United.

Jamie Vardy struck the 
only goal after 66 minutes 
-- the fifth game in a row 
in all competitions he has 
been on target.

Leicester held on to 
reach the quarter-finals 

for the first time since 
2012 when they were 
knocked out by eventual 
winners Chelsea -- the 
last time the west London 
club won the Cup.

There are four more 
ties on Saturday when 
12-times winners Man-
chester United visit Hud-
dersfield Town while an-
other all-top-flight clash 
sees West Bromwich Al-
bion at home to fellow 
strugglers Southampton.

Third-tier Rochdale 

host Tottenham Hotspur 
on Sunday and on Mon-
day runaway Premier 
League leaders Manches-
ter City face third-tier 
Wigan Athletic in a repeat 
of the 2013 final surpris-
ingly won by the Latics.

Confident Chelsea
Willian needed only 

two minutes to give Chel-
sea the lead against Hull, 
curling the ball in with his 
left foot from the edge of 
the penalty area.

Cesc Fabregas sent 

rio de Janeiro, Feb. 17 (IANS): Brazil 
coach Tite said that he has already chosen 
his preferred starting lineup for this year's 
World Cup in Russia.

But eight of the 23 places in his squad 
for the June 14 to July 15 tournament 
remain open, the 56-year-old said in an 
interview with Brazilian news service Uol 
on Friday, reports Xinhua news agency. 

Barring injury, the starting eleven 
will comprise a front three of Gabriel 
Jesus, Neymar and Philippe Coutinho; 
a midfield of Renato Augusto, Paulinho 
and Casemiro; and a backline of Marcelo, 
Marquinhos, Miranda and Daniel Alves, 
with Alisson in goal.

Others guaranteed to be on the plane 
to Russia are Manchester City midfielder 
Fernandinho, Chelsea playmaker Willian, 
Paris Saint-Germain defender Thiago 

Silva and Liverpool forward Roberto 
Firmino.

"The list is partly confirmed and 
partly still open," Tite said. 

"It's confirmed for players who are 
playing consistently well for both their 
clubs and the national team."

Among those vying for the final eight 
places, are Manchester City goalkeep-
er Ederson, Bayern Munich full-back 
Rafinha, Juventus pair Alex Sandro and 
Douglas Costa, Atletico Madrid left-back 
Filipe Luis and Gremio midfielder Arthur.

Brazil are among the frontrunners to 
win football's main event after dominat-
ing the South American zone qualifying 
tournament.

The five-time World Cup champions 
have been drawn in the same group as 
Switzerland, Costa Rica and Serbia.

Berlin, Feb. 17 (AFp): 
Veteran winger Arjen 
Robben says he plans to 
extend his career by mov-
ing to a new club should 
Bundesliga leaders Bay-
ern Munich fail to offer 
him a contract extension.

Robben, who turned 
34 in January, is out of 
contract at Bayern at the 
end of the season, along 
with fellow winger Franck 
Ribery, but has no imme-
diate plans to retire.

Robben, who played 
in the 2010 World Cup 
final for the Netherlands, 
has been at Bayern since 
2009 and has won the 
Bundesliga on six occa-
sions.

He has made 279 ap-
pearances and scored 
136 goals for the Bavarian 
giants, including the win-
ner in the 2013 Champi-
ons League final.

Bayer n chair man 
Karl-Heinz Rummenigge 
says no decision about 
Robben or Ribery, both 
34, will be made before 

pyeongchang (South Ko-
rea), Feb. 17 (reuters): 
Czech snowboarder Ester 
Ledecka produced one 
of the biggest shocks in 
the history of the Winter 
Olympics when she tore 
down Jeongseon slope in 
bib number 26 to win the 
women’s Alpine skiing 
super-G on Saturday.

The 22-year-old rank 
outsider -- rated 43rd in 
the World Cup stand-
ings in super-G -- was 
thought to have a much 
better chance of gold in 
the snowboarding events 
she will also contest in 
Pyeongchang, an unprec-
edented doubling up.

Bib 26 was the starting 
position for a racer with 
only the slimmest chance 
of getting near the podi-
um, and the top contend-
ers clearly thought the 
medals had been sewn 
up by skiers in the top 20 
spots.

When Ledecka started 
her run, Austrian Anna 
Veith was at the bottom of 
the slope already taking 
phone calls and receiving 
the congratulations of 
her rivals for becoming 
the first woman to win 
back-to-back titles in the 
Olympic super-G.

Even a smiling Inter-
national Olympic Com-
mittee (IOC) President 

Pedro away to make it 2-0 
after 27 minutes and Wil-
lian then used his right 
foot to devastating effect 
to skim a low shot past 
keeper David Marshall.

French international 
Giroud clipped in a neat 
finish from Emerson’s cut 
back to make the second 
half academic.

With an eye on Tues-
day’s Champions League 
last 16, first leg at home to 
Barcelona, Chelsea took 
their foot off the gas in the 
second half.

“It was great for us. 
The most important 
thing is that we are in 
the next round. Now we 
have to prepare for the 
game against Barcelona,” 
Conte, who rested Eden 
Hazard, said.

“You hope to always 
have a game that you can 
dominate. Our start was 
impressive. We started 
with great focus and con-
centration, will to score 
and wanted to go to the 
next round. I‘m really 
pleased with the commit-
ment of my players.”

After the Barca game, 
Chelsea face Manchester 
United and Manchester 
City in the league and 
Conte said the confi-
dence was back after a 
sticky patch.

“Now we have the 
right confidence again. 
But in the next two weeks 
we have to play mas-
sive games and we must 
be strong --Barcelona, 
United and City. We are 
ready,” he said.

Thomas Bach seemed to 
be congratulating her.

Clearly, nobody had 
accounted for Ledecka’s 
near-miraculous perfor-
mance.

Indeed, the Czech’s 
run had appeared on a 
par with her starting posi-
tion until halfway down 
the course but she simply 
carved up the bottom of 
the run to clock one min-
ute 21.11 seconds.

Ledecka could barely 
believe it herself when the 
green light indicated she 
had bumped Veith out of 
the gold-medal position 

by one hundredth of a 
second to give her country 
its first Alpine skiing gold 
medal.

“I was wondering what 
just happened. Is this a 
kind of mistake?,” she said.

”I was thinking okay, 
they’re going to change the 
time, I‘m going to wait for 
a little bit and they’re going 
to switch and put some 
seconds on.

“I was just staring at 
the board and nothing 
was happening and every-
body was screaming. I just 
started to think okay, this 
is weird.”

Veith’s time of 1.21.12 
was only enough for sil-
ver, while Liechtenstein’s 
Tina Weirather claimed 
bronze in 1:21.22 after ear-
lier bumping Swiss World 
Cup leader Lara Gut off the 
top of the timesheets by 
the slenderest of margins.

”I thought I had gold,“ 
Veith said. ”For me it was a 
big surprise that she could 
do this. At first I thought ‘is 
this possible?’

“She did a really good 
run and I want to con-
gratulate her because the 
Olympics is so special and 
anything can happen. It 

was so tight.”
Weirather’s bronze 

enabled her to join her 
mother Hanni Wenzel and 
uncle Andreas Wenzel as 
an Olympic medallist with 
the family now having 
contributed seven of the 
10 won by athletes from 
the tiny principality.

The 28-year-old said 
Ledecka’s win was “amaz-
ing” and credited her own 
medal-winning perfor-
mance to a lot of hard 
work and a little bit of 
luck.

“There were plenty of 
racers who had no chance 
because of the wind,” she 
said.

“It’s difficult when it’s 
at the Olympics and you 
want a really fair race; 
today you needed the 
luck for sure. I wasn’t re-
ally lucky this season with 
that, but today I was.”

Swiss racer Michelle 
Gisin dismissed the 
idea that the design of 
the course could have 
contributed to Ledecka’s 
shock win.

“We have an amaz-
ing slope and we have an 
amazing course and it’s 
really fair,” said Gisin, who 
went out just behind Veith 
and finished ninth.

 “We have fair chances 
from bib one to bib 50, the 
slope is so good.”

the end of March, but 
the Dutchman wants to 
play on.

"At the moment, I feel 
very fit, really good and I 
believe that I can still play 
at the top level for one or 
two more years -- that's 
my goal," Robben told 
website sportbuzzer.de.

"I have such an open 
and honest communica-
tion with all those respon-
sible here (at Bayern) that 
I am not worried at all.

"The club will have a 
plan. And then the club 
and I will have to decide if 
and how things progress."

Robben says he could 
imagine playing over-
seas in the United States, 
China or the Middle East 
should Bayern fail to 
make him an offer.

"That is exactly the 
topic up for discussion at 
the kitchen table at home, 
when I talk to my family 
or friends," he added.

Madrid, Feb. 17 (AFp): Se-
villa warmed up for their 
Champions League clash 
with Manchester United 
by winning 2-1 at Las Pal-
mas in La Liga on Satur-
day, although they were 
aided by a controversial 
late offside call.

Real Madrid youth 
product Pablo Sarabia 
produced a great piece 
of skill to make space for 
a 35th-minute shot that 
was saved by Las Palmas 
goalkeeper Leandro Chi-
chizola, and Wissam Ben 
Yedder netted the loose 
ball to put Sevilla ahead.

Sarabia then turned in 
a cross by languid Argen-
tine Franco Vazquez to 
double Sevilla's lead five 
minutes into the second 

Mumbai, Feb. 17 (IANS): India's U-19 
World Cup winning captain Prithvi Shaw 
has been named in the 16-member 
Mumbai squad for the knockout match-
es of the Vijay Hazare 50-over domestic 
tournament, to be played in Delhi from 
February 21.

In Chennai, Shaw had featured in 
four games and scored two fifties in the 
league stage of the Vijay Hazare Trophy.

The Aditya Tare-led Mumbai team 
led includes regulars Shreyas Iyer, 

Suryakumar Yadav, Siddhesh Lad and 
Akhil Herwadkar.

Mumbai and Andhra Pradesh quali-
fied from Group C for the knockouts.

the squad: Aditya Tare (captain), 
Dhawal Kulkarni (vice Captain), Shreyas 
Iyer, Suryakumar Yadav, Siddhesh Lad, 
Akhil Herwadkar, Jay Bista, Shivam 
Dube, Eknath Kerkar, Aakash Parkar, 
Dhrumil Matkar, Royston Dias, Shams 
Mulani, Shubham Ranjane, Shivam Mal-
hotra, Prithvi Shaw.

half in Gran Canaria.
However, Jonathan 

Calleri pulled one back 
for Las Palmas from the 
penalty spot after Alen 
Halilovic had been fouled 
by Miguel Layun, the 
Mexican former Watford 

full-back.
And the islanders 

were denied a 93rd-min-
ute equaliser when an 
extremely tight offside call 
went against them -- Ale-
jandro Galvez looked to 
be level with the last de-

fender before putting the 
ball in the net. Las Palmas 
remain in the relegation 
zone.

Having experi-
enced some in-
different form 
fol lowing the 
appointment of 
Italian Vincenzo 
Montella at the 
end of Decem-
ber, Sevilla have 
n ow  c l a i m e d 
back-to-back league vic-
tories since progressing 
to the Copa del Rey final, 
in which they will play 
Barcelona.

They are provision-
ally fifth in the table, three 
points behind Real Ma-
drid in fourth but having 
played two games more.

Villarreal can climb 
back above them with a 
win at Espanyol on Sun-
day.

Sevil la host Jose 
Mourinho's United 
in the first leg of 
their Champions 
League last-16 
tie at the Ramon 

Sanchez Pizjuan on 
Wednesday.

Leaders Bar-
celona are hoping 

to continue their un-
beaten record in La Liga 
this season when they face 
Eibar later, with Real and 
second-placed Atletico 
Madrid both in action on 
Sunday.

Atletico host Athletic 
Bilbao, while Zinedine 
Zidane's Real are at Betis.


