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NDPP-BJP govt. with absolute majority — Rio NPF continues 
to target BJP 

Jamir has no connection 
with Congress – NPCC   

NPP candidate has lucky escape

Rio resigns as MP 

NPF charged with using police 
vehicle for electioneering  

Rival parties spreading fear to 
create vote bank – Sitharaman 

    

Narendra Modi to campaign in Tuensang on Feb. 22

Kohima Bureau 
Kohima, Feb. 16 (EMN): The 
chief ministerial candidate 
of the Nationalist Democrat-
ic Progressive Party (NDPP) 
Neiphiu Rio has expressed 
great confidence that the 
NDPP-Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) alliance would be form-
ing the next government in 
Nagaland. He is convinced 
that the alliance will come 
about with absolute majority 
and restore good governance 
and infrastructure; ensure op-
portunities for women and 
youth, and entrepreneurs etc., 
with 'renewed approach and 
policies.'

Speaking at the election 
campaign of Dr. Neikiesalie 
Kire, the NDPP's candidate 
from 9th Kohima Town as-
sembly constituency (AC) at 
the PWD junction in Kohima 
on Fri. evening, Rio came out 
strongly against Chief Minister 
TR Zeliang and his govern-
ment. He said that the BJP, 
which had been in alliance 
with the regional NPF for the 
past 15 years had lost confi-
dence in the latter due to ‘lies, 
betrayal, corruption, lack of 
development and creating divi-
sion among the public.’ 

The former chief minister 
referred to reservations revolv-
ing around the NDPP-BJP alli-
ance. Rio conveyed the views 
of the BJP leaders at the centre 
who he said always had respect 
for the Naga people and their 
faith. According to him, ‘The 
regional party (NDPP) will be 
the big brother while BJP will 
be the minor partner’ for which 
they decided on a pre-poll alli-
ance with 40:20 seat-share.

Referring to Kiren Rijiju’s 
speech made at Mon district, 

Dimapur, Feb. 16 (EMN): 
Despite being in alliance 
for 14 years, the president 
of the Naga People’s Front 
(NPF) Dr. Shurhozelie 
Liezietsu has claimed that 
the party “never encour-
aged the BJP to set its foot 
into our land.”

A press release from 
the party on Fri. informed 
that Liezietsu had made 
the statement during 
an election rally for NPF 
candidate R Tohanba at 
Shamator. He ‘warned 
the Naga people not to 
gamble with their faith, 
culture and identity.’

Ac c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 
NPF's statement, Lieziet-
su accused the Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive 
Party of marrying the BJP 
as well as being “on the 
verge of giving birth to BJP 
in our land.” He claimed 
that the NPF was the ‘only 
regional party in the state’ 
to represent the aspiration 
of the Naga people.

Liezietsu said further 
that the NPF's manifesto 
was practical ‘and not a 
visionary book or a mere 
wish-list.’ It concentrates 
mainly on the uplift of the 
rural people, he said. 

“God must be weeping 
when Naga leaders were 
selling the rights and the 
freedom of the Naga peo-
ple for their sheer greed 
power and money,” the 
statement quoted him as 
saying. During the elec-
tion rally, the two working 
presidents of the party, 
Apong Pongener and 
Huska Yepthomi, also 
spoke.

Dimapur, Feb. 16 (EMN): The 
Nagaland Pradesh Congress 
Committee (NPCC) has refuted 
allegations from the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) that the gov-
ernor of Odisha Dr. SC Jamir 
had been campaigning for a 
Congress candidate in Mokok-
chung.

A press release from the 
NPCC stated that a Congress 
candidate was pitted directly 
against the son of Jamir, Apok, 
who is contesting with the Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) ticket. 
“Congress also places on record 
that Dr. SC Jamir no longer 
has any connection with the 
Congress party ever since he 
allowed both his son and his 
younger brother to ditch Con-
gress and join NPF in 2015. 

“Their betrayal is still fresh 

in the minds of all Congress 
party rank and files who will 
never allow them to take the 
centre stage again,” it stated. 
Instead of hurling ‘wild accusa-
tions,’ it stated, the Nagaland 
unit of BJP should explain their 
‘blind love towards the Hin-
dutva agenda.’

“It is pertinent to mention 
that majority of the Hindus in 
the country does not subscribe 
to Hindutva ideology and for 
which it is shocking that some 
vested Nagas are readily host-
ing the rabid ideology that 
survives only on divisive and 
communal campaign,” the 
NPCC statement read. 

It stated also that the Na-
tionalist Democratic Progres-
sive Party was ‘just a breakaway 
faction of NPF.’ 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Feb. 16 (EMN): The 
National Peoples’ Party (NPP) can-
didate from 28th Koridang assembly 
constituency in Mokokchung district 
T Chalukumba Ao had a close shave 
with death when an alleged attempt 
on his life was thwarted by the quick 
response of his body guard. 

Sources from the candidate’s fam-
ily said that the incident occurred at 
New Market in Salangtem ward of 
Mokokchung town at around 5.30 
pm when Ao was standing near a 
shop during his return journey to his 
village from Impur.

"My brother-in-law was returning 
back from Impur to our native village 
as he had gone to attend the special 
prayer service for all Ao candidates 
organised by Ao Baptist Churches 
Conference. While coming back, he 
had stopped at the shop when an un-
known assassin came out of nowhere 
and pointed a handgun and shot him 
but luckily, the gun did not fire and 
at which point his body guard raised 
his service gun and fired three shots 
in the air as it was a crowded area. 
The assassin ran away taking advan-
tage of the melee that occurred," the 
source said.

It was learned from police sources 
that the candidate was whisked off 
to Mokokchung police station-II. 
Later after ensuring his safety, he was 
taken to police station-I where he 
filed a first information report. It was 
learned that he could safely reach his 
native village, Chungtia, which is un-
der Koridang assembly constituency.

The NPP has condemned the 
incident in a statement. “Such act 
only brings terror and tension in the 
state and should not be tolerated. The 
party will thoroughly look into the 
matter and appeals the high author-
ity to punish the culprits,” it stated.  

Dimapur, Feb. 16 (EMN): Following his 
election to the 13th Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly from 11th Northern Angami-II 
assembly constituency, Neiphiu Rio has 
resigned as Member of Parliament, Lok 
Sabha. He has submitted to the speaker of 
Lok Sabha Sumitra Mahajan his resignation 
on Feb. 16, a press release informed. 

Dimapur, Feb. 16 (EMN): The Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) has alleged that members 
of the Naga People’s Front unit of 19th Phek 
assembly constituency were illegally using 
a government-owned police Gypsy (NL-10-
7194) for election campaigns in Phek district. 

A statement from the party on Fri. ap-
pealed to the Election Commission of India “to 
immediately take necessary legal action as per 
the Model Code of Conduct.”

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Feb. 16: Union 
Minister of Defence Nir-
mala Sitharaman on Fri. 
said that political parties 
indulging in spreading 
fear about the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) were 
doing so because they are 
unable to 'deliver' good 
governance. 

The parties creating 
fear were using the people 
as “vote banks” apart from 
speaking in the name of 
religion, she said. The 
minister was addressing 
an election rally in Chu-
mukedima in Dimapur 
for BJP candidate Jacob 
Zhimomi from Ghaspani-
I assembly constituency 
(AC).  

T h i s ,  Si t h a ra m a n 
claimed, was not so for 
the BJP. "BJP follows an 
inclusive policy for a co-
hesive nation with equal 
respect to all religions. We 
are committed to unite 
the society and take the 
state forward," the minis-
ter said.

The BJP’s priority, she 
asserted, was 'all-round 
development based on 
the principle of "Sabh ka 
Saath, Sabh ka Vikas."'  
The country should de-
velop 'through Nagaland,' 

Mirror Takes

~ Arien
It's good to see good people 

like you join politics and 
become like the...err....I 

mean thanks for the 
envelope...uh oh. 

One word frees us of all 
the weight and pain in life. 

That word is love. 

~ Sophocles

 

Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 25° 09°
Agartala 30° 13°
Gangtok 20° 07°
Guwahati 25° 12°
Imphal 26° 07°

Itanagar 23° 12°
Shillong 16° 06°
Delhi 27° 12°
Kolkata 30° 17°
Chennai 32° 22°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 21.7° 8.8°
DIMAPUR 27.2° 15.2°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 60%
DIMAPUR NIL 90%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Neiphiu Rio, Kudecho Khamo and others at Chozuba local ground on Feb. 16. EM Images

Nirmala Sitharaman speaking during 
an election rally at Chumukedima. 

EM Images

Rio said that the BJP was not a 
'religious' party but a political 
party for the welfare of the pub-
lic and development, and to 
provide more facilities and up-
lift the economy of the people.

Requesting the people not 
to be confused or be 'carried 
away by communal propa-
ganda' doing the rounds, he 
informed that the government 
was checking 'those propa-
ganda.' He appreciated also the 
concern of church organisa-
tions in the state for seeking to 
protect the Naga identity and 
faith. He assured that the party 
was ready to protect and de-
fend the Naga people and their 
faith not through ‘compromise 
but standing as a defence.’

“BJP alliance in Nagaland 
has been there for the last 15 
years since Vajpayee’s time. As 
long as I was there, the Church 
was not afraid. But maybe 
some leader compromised 
religious platform and perhaps 
that may have led to the cur-
rent apprehension,” a press 
statement from the NDPP 
quoted Rio as saying.

Rio reaffirmed that Nagas 

are, and will remain Christians 
and at the same time work con-
sciously for the people as per 
the BJP led NDA Government’s 
development programmes. “It 
depends upon the individu-
als. Article 25 of the Constitu-
tion guarantees India to be a 
secular state while Article 28 
guarantees freedom of religion 
for all and that we have nothing 
to fear,” Rio said.

Further, Rio was of the 
view that the election may be 
an ‘election for solution.’ He 
assured that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s development 
agenda will be implemented in 
the state. 

Referring to the NDPP-BJP 
alliance, Neikiesalie Kire con-
fidently said, ‘I can foresee that 
we will have a peaceful and 
developing government with 
more opportunities and facili-
ties for the youth.’ He appealed 
to the people to 'vote wisely' 
for the ‘right man in the right 
place.’

Mentioning their disasso-
ciation with the NPF, Kire said, 
‘We didn’t leave NPF but NPF 
has left us.’ He termed Zeliang’s 

government ‘most unstable’ 
and that instability and crises 
began as soon Rio left for Delhi 
(on being elected member of 
the Lok Sabha). Also, he termed 
the NDPP-BJP alliance 'god’s 
plan' in which leaders at the 
centre would place their trust 
and choosing Rio as the chief 
ministerial candidate to lead 
the state.

Kire confidently main-
tained that things would 
change under Rio and that the 
people would see a day when 
'solution will come.' 
'Seat-sharing with BJP for 
good rapport with centre'  

Earlier in the day, Rio ad-
dressed a public rally at Cho-
zuba local ground in Phek 
district to campaign for NDPP 
candidate Kudecho Khamo. He 
called upon the party workers 
to work vigorously to ensure 
success of all the alliance's 
candidates. He said that the 
victory of the alliance candi-
dates would go a long way in 
strengthening his leadership 
and the party in the formation 
of the next government. 

Rio appealed to the gather-

ing to elect NDPP candidate 
Kudecho Khamo as the NDPP-
BJP alliance will be forming the 
government. He clarified that 
the alliance with the BJP was 
'not to convert but to protect 
the identity and culture of the 
Nagas.' 

At the current government, 
he said that Chief Minister TR 
Zeliang 'lacked vision' or 'lead-
ership quality' that brought 
'immense embarrassment to 
the Naga people.' He pointed 
out that Zeliang’s fake educa-
tional qualification was found 
even in a church souvenir. This 
prompted him to say that Ze-
liang can fool even God. 

“Now unable to provide 
his BA certificate and also em-
barrassed to say he failed, he 
stated in his affidavit ‘BA ap-
peared’ but there is no such 
certificate for ‘BA appeared,’” 
Rio said. Despite all these, he 
said, Zeliang remain unrelent-
ing and refuses to accept his 
mistakes. He alleged further 
that the chief minister was 
using money to influence the 
elections. 

While the National Demo-

cratic Alliance government 
had elected him to be the chief 
ministerial candidate, Neiphiu 
Rio said seat-sharing with the 
BJP was necessary 'to main-
tain a good rapport with the 
central government.' That way, 
he said, 'We can expedite the 
peace process and carry for-
ward the development agenda 
of the central government for 
the benefit of our people and 
by empowering our youths and 
people.'

Further, Rio mentioned 
that the party would make 
concerted efforts to success-
fully implement the central 
government's developmental 
programmes and schemes for 
the people. Special emphasis 
will be given to improving the 
living standards of the people 
including youth and women 
empowerment in the state, he 
said in assurance.  

The NDPP's president, 
Chingwang Konyak said that 
the party NDPP will focus on 
transparency, and fight cor-
ruption and 'restore govern-
ance.' Nagaland needs change 
and transformation for which 
NDPP came into existence, he 
said. He added that the party 
has the capacity to change 
'but only the vote from the 
people in their (party's) favour 
will enable them to form the 
government.'  

In his address, Kudecho 
Khamo highlighted the impor-
tance of schemes and funds 
for the development of the 
constituency. He assured to 
focus on youths and farmers 
if elected to the assembly.  He 
has assured economic devel-
opment and better roads con-
nectivity, health centres, and 
educational institutions. 

according to her. "Those 
people who cannot de-
liver good governance are 
the ones spreading fears 
(among the people) about 
the BJP." 

The BJP-led central 
government led by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
is giving 'much attention' 
to the construction of the 
India-Myanmar-Thailand 
trilateral highway via Na-
galand which will open 
access to South East Asia, 
she said. 

According to her, in-
vestment should be made 
in Nagaland because, 
“Whatever work is done 
in the state—be it hand-
loom or handicrafts—it 
has a perfect and beauti-
ful finish.” She conclud-
ed by saying that issues 
concerning the people of 
Nagaland would be the 
'top priority' of the BJP 
government.

Also, Union Minister 

of State for Home Affairs 
Kiren Rijiju said that to 
cater to the 65, 000 voters 
of Ghaspani-I AC, the can-
didate should to be from a 
'big party.' Saying that the 
BJP supported an early 
and lasting settlement to 
the Naga political issue, 
Rijiju said that the party 
wants to form the gov-
ernment in the state and 
'shape the future' of the 
Naga people. He added: 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will be visiting Tuen-
sang district on Feb. 22 for 
campaigning.

The candiate, Jacob 
Zhimomi also addressed 
the gathering. He said 
to have joined the BJP 
because he felt it was the 
“only party that can bring 
development in the state 
and deliver justice to the 
people.” 

Zhimomi commented 
on the 'lack of develop-
ment in Nagaland' too. He 
said that the state needs 
roads, infrastructure, bet-
ter telecom connectivity, 
and medical facilities for 
which the “visions of the 
party fulfils the need of 
the state as BJP works for 
grassroots development.” 
(With inputs from PTI)
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DEO Mkg. cautions against 
orgs. restricting candidates

A clarion call to youth to 
uphold Clean Election

High Court directs govt. to 
ensure entry of candidates

Share knowledge to help and 
develop society—Governor

Tangkhul of Dimapur celebrates Luira Phanit

CEO notifies on poll preparedness ECI issues notification on 
identification of electors

Kohima Baptist pastors 
appeal for special prayer

Kohima Nyiro concerned over lack of development
Appeals members to elect right candidate

ATMA functionaries trained on farm journalism
Mkg: Parties informed to obtain 
certification
The district election officer of Mokokchung, Sachin Jaiswal 
has informed all political parties and candidates to obtain 
certification from the district media certification and monitoring 
committee for advertisements in both print and electronic 
media. Any candidate / party’s advertisement published without 
certification will be considered as an electoral malpractice and 
the cost of the advertisement shall be booked in the account 
election expenditure of the candidate, the notice stated. Local 
print media are also informed to refrain from publishing anything 
which is against the spirit of free and fair elections that violate 
the fundamental rights of the citizen

Orientation for BLOs of Dimapur
The district election officer of Dimapur, Sushil Kumar Patel has 
informed boot level officers (BLOs) of Dimapur district that there 
will be training and orientation on Feb. 17 in the conference hall 
of the Commissioner of Taxes in Dimapur. For 1 Dimapur-1 and 3 
Dimapur-III the time has been scheduled at 11 am; 2 Dimapur-II 
and 5 Ghaspani-II at 12 noon; and 4 Ghaspani-I at 1 pm. BLOs 
have been requested to attend positively.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, Feb. 16 (EMN): 
The Governor of Naga-
land PB Acharya called 
on students of various 
colleges from Kohima to 
share their knowledge 
to help and develop the 
society. The governor 
was addressing a meet-
ing and get together with 
college students from 
Kohima at Durbar Hall, 
Raj Bhavan in Kohima on 
Feb. 16. A press release 
from the PRO to the Gov-
ernor on Fri. informed 
about the event.

Stating that the youth 
had the choice to do and 
undo what they wanted 
for their future and Na-
galand, Acharya advised 
the students not to be 
self-centered but share 
their knowledge for the 
welfare and develop-
ment of the society. 

The government sec-
tor has reached a satu-
ration point and it was 
not possible to recruit 
every educated youth of 
the state, stating this he 
encouraged the students 
to take up entrepreneur-
ship. 

V a r i o u s  w e l f a r e 
s c h e m e s  h a v e  b e e n 
made available by the 
Central Government to 
help entrepreneurs es-
tablish, he informed. 

Acharya suggested 
that colleges should im-

plement skill develop-
ment programmes. He 
said that the Nagaland 
University and the 66 
colleges affiliated under 
the university should 
focus and identify neces-
sary skill requirements in 
the state and should in-
troduce the programmes 
accordingly. 

The goal of the ed-
ucational institutions 
should not only be to 
impart knowledge but to 
also make the students 
stand on their feet, he 
added.

The Governor further 
requested NU to imple-
ment the skill develop-
ment programmes at the 
earliest in all colleges.    

Principal secretary to 
governor, Piyush Goyal 
said Acharya being an 
educationist was keen 
to strengthen the educa-
tion system in the state 
as it empowers the in-
dividual and the society. 

The main purpose of 
the interaction session 
was to inform about the 
constrains faced with 
regard to infrastructure 
facilities, mode of teach-
ing and other welfare 
activities for both the 
faculty and student com-
munity, he said.

Vice Chancellor Na-
galand University Prof. 
Pardeshi Lal said that 

NU is offering various 
courses in different dis-
ciplines in the university 
and at the college levels 
and has announced  to 
mandatorily introduce 
skill development pro-
grammes in all colleges . 
The VC however opined 
that the colleges should 
also implement practical 
classes along with theory 
with regard to the skill de-
velopment programmes. 

The vice chancel-
lor  also mentioned that 
with the introduction of 
‘Swayam’ and ‘Swayam-
prabha’ programmes, 
students could choose 
more skill based courses. 

Kohima Science Col-
lege has informed that 
under ‘Swayam,’ the in-
stitution has identified 
30 courses and will be 
starting it from the new 
academic session. Japfu 
Christian College stated 
that the college has in-
troduced piggery and 
bee keeping amongst 
o t h e r  p r o g r a m m e s 
which have been benefi-
cial to the students. Ori-
ental College informed 
that the institution was 
implementing skill de-
velopment training to 
the students and will be 
introducing skill devel-
opment programmes in 
the next academic ses-
sion. 

Dimapur, Feb. 16 (EMN): 
The Kohima Baptist Pas-
tor’s Fellowship (KBPF) 
has appealed to all the 
churches in the state capi-
tal to have a special prayer 
time for the forthcoming 
state assembly elections 
scheduled to be held on 
Feb. 27. In line with the 
NBCC’s call for clean elec-
tions, the KBPF sought to 
invoke God’s intervention 
for peaceful, free and fair 

election. For this reason, 
all church members are 
requested to intercede for 
wisdom and to vote con-
sciously to elect honest 
and ‘God fearing leaders’ 
to govern the state.

The pastors are also 
requested to take the two 
Sundays Feb. 18 and 25th 
ahead of the polling day, 
to lead their respective 
congregation for a time of 
prayer and intercession.

 A judgment and order 
from the Gauhati High 
Court, Kohima Bench on 
Feb. 14 has directed the 
Nagaland Government to 
ensure that candidates 
contesting in the Naga-
land State Legislative As-
sembly election 2018 be 
allowed to enter their na-
tive village without any 
obstruction.

Giving the verdict in 
the case of the complaint 
filed by Mayang Lima, a 
candidate contesting from 
the Arkalong assembly 

constituency and James 
Imtikumba Yaden con-
testing from 21st Tuli as-
sembly constituency, both 
of Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) 
under Mokokchung dis-
trict, the Kohima Bench 
of Gauhati High Court, in 
its judgment directed the 
state government to en-
sure that the petitioner is 
allowed to enter their vil-
lage. The court ruled that 
the candidates should be 
allowed to participate in 
the elections as per law.

Dimapur, Feb. 15 (EMN):  Tangkhul 
Hoho Dimapur celebrated Luira Phanit , 
a seed sowing festival at Diphupar village 
ground on Thursday which was attended 
by Naga Hoho vice president, HK Zhi-
momi as the chief guest. A press release 
from organisers updated about the event 
on Thur.

Lungrei Wungleng, Awunga or village 
chief, performed the traditional blessings 
invoking the divine for a rich and bounti-
ful harvest. 

Addressing the Tangkhul community, 
Zhimomi remarked the celebration a day 
to seek blessing from God. 

He encouraged the gathering to seek 

the blessing of God and sow the seed of 
peace and unity amongst the Nagas. Zhi-
momi also addressed on the importance 
of language. 

Remarking that Nagas’ are known for 
their uniqueness with different way of 
life practise, traditions, customs and his-
tory, Zhimomi called upon the gathering 
to continue to appreciate and practise 
our ways of life and uphold our unique 
identity. He appealed the gathering to be 
sincere, honest, committed to one’s own 
tradition, custom and practices. 

Folk dance, folk song competition, 
fancy dress and Mr. And Miss Luira are 
some highlights of the day.

Dimapur, Feb. 16 (EMN): The 
Kohima Nyiro Range Union 
(KNRU) has expressed concern 
over the lack of development at 
Nyiro Range of Wokha district. 

“Nyiro Range which com-
prises of 7 (seven) villages with 
a population of more than 15 
(fifteen) thousand, is the “Most 
Neglected Area” among the 3 
(three) ranges under 37th Tyui 
A/C,” a press release from the 

union chairman and secretary 
stated.

The union said people of the 
area have been facing ‘unbeara-
ble hardships’ due to deplorable 
road, stating that even dead 
bodies cannot be transported 
beyond Yanthamo village par-
ticularly during rainy season.

“Nyiro range road has been 
the chorus of the candidates 
during election campaign. For 

some, it is their promise and 
commitment but it remains 
only in letter,” the union stated.

The union said though the 
area is fulfilling the eligibility 
criteria, there is no EAC post at 
Nyiro till date, no regular doctor 
at PHC Nyiro, no proper water 
supply and no significant devel-
opment in the area. 

Pointing out these griev-
ances, the union said this need 

to be seriously viewed by every 
right thinking people of Nyiro 
range. 

Considering the backward-
ness and lack of development 
in the range, the KNRU, for the 
benefit of the general public, 
appealed to the people of Nyiro 
Range, irrespective of their po-
litical affiliation, ‘not to fall prey 
before the candidates who only 
gives false promises and assur-

ances but not committed to do 
the welfare of the people.’

 The union urged the people 
of the area to support and elect 
the right candidate ‘who can 
truly represent his people and 
bring positive development in 
the area.’

Also, it appealed citizens not 
to indulge violence and support 
Clean Election campaign being 
initiated by NBCC.   

Dimapur, Feb. 16 (EMN): 
State Agricultural Man-
agement and Extension 
Training Institute (SA-
METI), Medziphema or-
ganised a two-day train-
ing on farm journalism 
and photography Feb. 
15 and 16th for ATMA 
functionaries to upgrade 
their skills on farm docu-
mentation. Organisers 
updated about the pro-
gramme on Fri.

A s s o c i a t e  p ro f e s -
sors Dr. KK Jha and Dr. 
J. Longkumer and audio 
visual specialist, depart-
ment of Agricultural, 
Temjenmenba imparted 
the training on concept 
of farm journalism, prin-
ciples and ethics of farm 
journalism, role of jour-

Dimapur, Feb. 16 (EMN): In view 
of the upcoming 13th General As-
sembly Election to the state of Na-
galand, the district election officer 
of Mokokchung, Sachin Jaiswal has 
informed village councils / organi-
sations / groups in Mokokchung 
district which restricts free move-
ment of citizens and any contesting 
candidates in their respective vil-
lage is against the Article 21 of the 
Constitution of India and against 
the pronouncement of Gauhati High 
Court (Kohima bench) on Feb. 14.

For the stated reason, DEO has 
cautioned village councils / organi-
sations / groups who are indulging 
in such unconstitutional activities 
not to issue such diktats.

Village council or group indulg-
ing in such activities will be rec-
ommended for dissolution under 

Village Council Act.1978 if they do 
not abide to the order of the Gov-
ernment in this regard, the order 
stated.

Also, DEO has informed all sec-
tion of people in the district that 
offences and corrupt practices such 
as creating, promoting, circulating 
rumour in an attempt to promote 
enmity, hatred between different 
classes of the citizens of India on the 
ground of religion, race, caste, com-
munity or language by any individ-
ual or group will be punishable with 
imprisonment which may extend 
to three to five years or with fine or 
both under relevant section of the 
Representation of the People Act.

Any person or group found in-
dulging in the mentioned offences, 
FIR under relevant section would be 
filed against them, it informed.   

Dimapur, Feb. 16 (EMN): 
With the state assembly 
election round the cor-
ner, the Youth depart-
ment of Nagaland Baptist 
Church Council (NBCC) 
appealed to youths of Na-
galand to maintain peace 
and tranquillity for free 
and fair elections. 

A press release from 
the youth secretary urged 
all to abide by the Clean 
Election guidelines and 
respect the pledge made 
by the individuals. 

Stating that Clean 
Election campaign has 
been making an impact 
in many ways, the NBCC 
youth said challenges 
like selling and buying of 
votes still exist.

Many young people 
do not realize that by ac-
cepting money during 
elections, one sells the 
birth-right in exchange 
of bigger common good, 
it said.

“Let us be reminded 
that ‘youth are the hope 
of today and the leaders 
of tomorrow’. Change is 
the cry of every young 
mind but who will bring 
the change? Father of the 
nation MK Gandhi said, 
‘Be the change you want 
to see’” the press release 
stated.

“In order to bring 
change, opportunity is at 
your door step now. Your 
vote is powerful; use your 
valuable vote to bring 
positive change in a much 
needed society. Use God 
given birth-right to vote 
for God fearing person 
in order to bring positive 
change and development 
in our society,” it stated. 

Council youth also 
appeal all to stay away 

from immorality activi-
ties. It asserted that buy-
ing and selling of votes 
and booth capturing is 
not only a sin but will 
eventually invite divine 
judgment. 

Further, it called upon 
all the youths to prayer-
fully exercise their fran-
chise with a clear con-
science. 
WSBAK reaffirms NBCC’s 
Clean Election guide-
lines

In pursuance with 
the NBCC clarion call on 
Clean Election campaign, 
the Western Sümi Baptist 
Akukuhou Küqhakulu 
( WSBAK)  reaf f i r med 
the NBCC guidelines on 
Clean Election. A press 
release from executive 
secretary, Rev. Dr. He-
vukhu Achumi on Fri. 
informed.

The following guide-
lines are adopted to be 
observed in all  local 
churches under WSBAK 
jurisdiction. 
1. White flag for Clean 

Election will be hoist-
ed on every house of 
those families who 
have decided to be 
part of Clean Election 
campaign as a sign of 
support to Clean Elec-
tion campaign. 

2. Use of illegal elements 
including liquor and 
arms shall be prohib-
ited.

3. Volunteers should 
be jointly formed in 
every village and sec-
tor comprising stu-
dents, village elders 
and church leaders.

4. Chain of prayer must 
be conducted in every 
church for fair and 
Clean Election. 

Dimapur, Feb. 16 (EMN): In 
pursuance to the guidelines 
of the Election Commission 
of India (ECI) that ‘No voter 
to be left behind,’ state Chief 
Electoral Officer (CEO), Abhijit 
Sinha stated that the Election 
Department has been pursu-
ing all eligible citizens/ resi-
dents of Nagaland to be regis-
tered in the electoral roll and 
to enable them to cast vote in 
the ensuing assembly elections 
scheduled on February 27.

Stating this in a notifica-
tion, the CEO informed that 
the department, for the first 
time, had identified Persons 
with Disabilities (PwDs) of 
different categories in the 
electoral roll like locomotor 
disability, speech & hearing 
disability, visually impaired 
and others. He said that such 
persons would be given prior-
ity entries in polling stations 
to cast vote without waiting 
in queues. He added that even 
other unidentified PwD voters 
would be given priority entries 
provided they produce ‘Dis-
ability Id Cards’ to the presid-
ing officers. Besides, he stated 
that octogenarian and older 
voters, pregnant women voters 
identified by Anganwadi work-

ers etc. and women voters with 
babies in arms would be given 
precedence over other voters 
for casting votes. 

To reduce rigours of poll-
ing processes and making it 
a pleasant experience on the 
day of poll for all categories 
of voters, he stated that the 
department has taken up with 
the state government to pro-
vide amenities in the polling 
stations such as (a) drinking 
water, (b) electricity, (c) ramp 
for PwD voters, (d) toilet and 
(e) waiting shed for all voters 
in queues.

With unprecedented cam-
paigns carried out in favour 
of free and fair election popu-
larly called as ‘Clean Elec-
tion Campaigns’ in recent 
past where various churches 
bodies, NGOs and students’ 
organisations have held ral-
lies, adopting resolutions and 
pledges, he was hopeful that 
the department’s performance 
would be improved this time 
with the support and coopera-
tion of all the stakeholders.

He also stated that ECI has 
targeted to increase the quali-
tative participation of the elec-
torate in terms of ethical and 
informed voting and of provid-

ing continuous electoral and 
democracy education to the 
people so that electoral mal-
practices and corrupt prac-
tices including inducement of 
voters and resorting to use of 
muscle and liquor influences 
by candidates and political 
parties in electioneering are 
done away with. He has urged 
the voters to abstain from in-
ducement like cash, gift, liquor 
or community feast organised 
for campaign purpose during 
election process as the receiver 
is also punishable with one 
year imprisonment and fine 
under Section 171B of Indian 
Penal Code. 

He also informed the voters 
to collect evidence of malprac-
tices, capture such photos, 
videos, audios of malprac-
tices and to upload on DEO’s 
website/ CEO’s website and 
the control room or inform 
authorities by any other means 
confidentially so that action 
may be taken against such 
malpractices.

He further appealed the 
people to consider the avail-
able options and participate 
in the election in a free and fair 
manner so that democracy is 
strengthened.

Dimapur, Feb. 16 (EMN): The 
Election Commission of India 
(ECI) has informed that tak-
ing into account all relevant 
factors and the legal and fac-
tual position, the commission 
has directed for forthcoming 
elections that all electors who 
have been issued EPICs shall 
produce their EPICs for their 
identification at the polling 
stations before casting their 
votes. 

Those electors who are 
not able to produce the EPIC 
shall have to produce pass-
port; driving license; service 
identity cards with photograph 
issued to employees by cen-
tral / state govt. PSUS / public 
limited companies’ passbooks 
with photograph issued by 
bank / Post office; PAN card; 
smart card issued by RGI under 
NPR; MNREGA job card; health 
insurance smart card issued 
under the scheme of Ministry 
of Labour, pension document 
with photograph, authenticated 
photo voter slip issued by the 
election machinery; official 
identity cards issued to MPs 
/ MLAs / MLCs; and aadhaar 
card, the CEO media cell in-

formed
In case of EPIC- clerical er-

rors, spelling mistakes and oth-
ers should be ignored provided 
the identity of the elector can be 
established by the EPIC.

If an elector produces an 
EPIC, which has been issued by 
the electoral registration officer 
of another assembly constitu-
ency, such EPICs shall also be 
accepted for identification pro-
vided the name of that elector 
finds place in the electoral roll 
pertaining to the polling station 
where the elector has turned up 
for voting. 

If it is not possible to estab-
lish the identity of the elector 
on account of mismatch of pho-
tograph and others, the elector 
shall have to produce one of the 
alternative photo documents 
mentioned above.

The notification also stated 
that overseas electors who are 
registered in the electoral rolls 
under Section 20A of the Rep-
resentation of the People Act 
of 1950, based on the particu-
lars in their passport, shall be 
identified on the basis of their 
original passport only in the 
polling station.

Dr. Watimomngla Jamir with ATMA functionaries during the valedictory function on Feb. 16

nalism and mass media, 
art of writing an article 
- writing news story and 
success story, writing 

for farm publications, 
creative photography 
and video techniques, 
handling camera and 

shooting in indoor and 
outdoor locations and 
do’s and don’ts in pho-
tography. 

Practical session with 
hands on experience on 
handling of cameras, 
writing of news story 

and success stories were 
also conducted followed 
by presentation of the 
same. 

Special guest for the 
valedictory function, Dr. 
Watimongla Jamir, vice 
principal and in-charge 
of Bio-Chemistry Lab, 
IETC, Meziphema, chal-
lenged the trainees to 
write, tell and spread 
about the latest tech-
nologies of agriculture 
through skilful and inno-
vative writing and photo 
presentation. 

 Ja m i r  s a i d  f a r m 
journalism plays a cru-
cial role in collecting, 
processing and dissemi-
nation of technology to 
the farmers and eliciting 
interest and motivation.
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(L-R) Nagaland BJP unit president Visasolie Lhoungu, Union Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, Union 
Home Minister od State Kiren Rijiju, and Dr. M Chuba Ao, convenor of the party’s election management 
committee releasing the BJP’s election manifesto.
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TN Mannen speaking at the launch of his 
election campaign in Longjang village on 
February 16.
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Dr. Imtiwapang Aier (NPF) and TN Manen (NDPP) along with their spouses and organisers after the ‘common 
platform programme’ at Mopungchuket village on Feb.16.
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‘We don’t want to bulldoze regional parties’ — Rijiju

Impur candidates stress on solving unemployment Mannen begins election campaign Kuda village resolves to 
uphold clean election  

ABAM holds special prog. for candidates 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Feb. 16: The 
election manifesto of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) was formally re-
leased on Feb. 16 by Un-
ion Defence Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman and 

Union minister of state 
for Home Affairs Minister 
Kiren Rijiju in Dimapur. 

Speaking at a cere-
mony in the city marking 
the release of the mani-
festo, Kiren Rijiju said that 
the alliance between the 

Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party and the 
BJP was ‘because regional 
parties need to be re-
spected.’ This will help in 
‘getting closer to dealing 
with Naga issues.’

“We don’t want to 

BATTLEGROUND 2018
41 Tizit Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Mon
Total Polling Stations : 34

Total Voters : 18058
Male Voters : 9582

Female Voters : 8476
Last sitting MLA : P. Paiwang Konyak(BJP)

Runner-up : Aloh (NPF)
Margin : 2976

CANDIDATES IN 2018
Khongjah Konyak(NPF)

P Paiwang Konyak (BJP)
Naowang Konyak (INC)

T. Hatpha Wangnao (JDU)
Y. Wangto Konyak (IND)

43 Tapi Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Mon
Total Polling Stations : 19

Total Voters : 12245
Male Voters : 6399

Female Voters : 5846
Last sitting MLA : Noke(NPF)

Runner-up :  Lanpha (INC)
Margin : 2679

CANDIDATES IN 2018
Tingthok Konyak(NPF)

Noke (NDPP)
Lanpha Konyak (INC)

Wanglem (NPP)
N Aphoa Konyak (JDU)

44 Phomching Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Mon
Total Polling Stations : 25

Total Voters :  16491
Male Voters : 9285

Female Voters : 7206
Last sitting MLA : Pohwang(NPF)

Runner-up : K. Konngam Konyak (INC)
Margin : 2437

CANDIDATES IN 2018
K Kongam Konyak(NPF)

Phowang(NDPP)
T Ngampai Konyak (INC)
H Chingsak Konyak (NPP)

49 Tamlu Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Longleng
Total Polling Stations : 47

Total Voters :  16302
Male Voters :  8550

Female Voters :  7752
Last sitting MLA :  B. S. Nganlang(JDU)

Runner-up :  Nyemli (NPF)
Margin : 1878

CANDIDATES IN 2018

EM GraphicsSource: ECI/CEO

50 Longleng Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Longleng

Total Polling Stations : 61

Total Voters : 25125

Male Voters : 12882

Female Voters : 12243

Last sitting MLA :  S. Pangnyu(NPF)

Runner-up : T.L. Semdok (NCP)
Margin : 4235

CANDIDATES IN 2018
TL Semdok(NPF)

S Pangnyu Phom (BJP)
Y. B. Angam Phom (NPP)

45 Tehok Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Mon
Total Polling Stations : 27

Total Voters : 11588
Male Voters : 6349

Female Voters : 5239
Last sitting MLA :  C. L. John (NPF)

Runner-up : W. Wangyuh (INC)
Margin : 7891

CANDIDATES IN 2018
CL John(NPF)

C Kawang (BJP)
Shaboh Konyak (INC)

Chingkai Konyak (NPP)

42 Wakching Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Mon
Total Polling Stations : 32

Total Voters : 14245
Male Voters : 7314

Female Voters :  6931
Last sitting MLA : Y. M. Yolow(IND)

Runner-up : M.C. Konyak (NPF)
Margin : 1815

CANDIDATES IN 2018
YM Yollow Konyak(NPF)

MC Konyak(NDPP)

48 Moka Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Mon
Total Polling Stations : 22

Total Voters : 16125
Male Voters : 8560

Female Voters :  7565
Last sitting MLA :  E. E. Pangteang(NPF)

Runner-up :  Longang (INC)
Margin : 4825

CANDIDATES IN 2018

EE Pangteang(NPF)
K Kiko Konyak(NDPP)

47 Aboi Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Mon
Total Polling Stations : 19

Total Voters :  11871
Male Voters : 6231

Female Voters :  5640
Last sitting MLA :  Eshak Konyak(INC)

Runner-up : Nyeiwang (NPF)
Margin : 693

CANDIDATES IN 2018
Eshak Konyak(NPF)

Awan Konyak(NDPP)

46 Mon Town Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Mon
Total Polling Stations : 27

Total Voters : 17999
Male Voters : 9319

Female Voters : 8680
Last sitting MLA : N. Thongwang(NPF)

Runner-up : Y. Mankhao (INC)
Margin : 274

CANDIDATES IN 2018
Thongwang Konyak(NPF)

Y Nankhao Konyak (NDPP)
Hawang T Wangsha (INC)
Cheong Konyak (NPP)

BS Nganglang(NPF)
Pongshak Phom(NDPP)

B P Henveih Phom (NPP)
P Moigam Phom (AAP)

W Chingam (IND)

bulldoze regional par-
ties,” he claimed.

Rijiju was of the opin-
ion that the event was im-
portant not only for Naga-
land but for the country. 
‘Once the problem is di-
agnosed and recognised, 
the state will move in the 
right direction,’ the minis-
ter asserted. 

“The manifesto has 
been drafted carefully and 
well-thought of to make 
sure that all the needs 
of every Naga are met...
we have improved our 
strength,” Rijiju said.

“There is unprec-
edented attachment to 
Nagaland from the govt. 
of India,” Rijiju said. The 
elections this year will 
change the ‘course of live-
lihood’ in the state for the 
people as it is not routine 
that elections are con-
ducted. 

“There has been insta-

bility in the last 3-4 years. 
We will implement pro-
grams to stabilize it,” he 
said. 

Also, the Defence min-
ister, Nirmala Sitharaman, 
said that the elections this 
year was of “critical kind” 
as much as it would also 
mark an important event 
in the history of a “talent-
ed state.” She said that the 
manifesto has given long-
pending Naga issues their 
due place. She added that 
connectivity, including 
digital, was among issues 
in the state that need ad-
dressing. 

The minister observed 
also that the youths of 
Nagaland serve in various 
jobs outside the state. In 
this regard, Sitharaman 
said jobs should be creat-
ed in the state too by creat-
ing opportunities for them 
especially in the education 
and health sectors. 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Feb. 16 
(EMN): Clean election 
campaign initiated by 
ABAM in Mokokchung 
district seemed to have 
created some positive sig-
nificant impacts for the 
ensuing state assembly 
election.

In Mopungchuket vil-
lage, a common Town 
Hall meeting was organ-
ised for both the contest-
ing candidates under 23 
Impur assembly constitu-
ency on February 16 to air 
their vision and agenda 

which was attended by an 
overwhelming audience.

TN Manen of NDPP, 
who is contesting for the 
third time from 23 Impur 
assembly constituency, 
stated that his intention 
of contesting the election 
was to do something good 
for the Asetkong range 
and the state. Manen said 
he wanted to lead the 
people with a new vision 
and challenges especially 
by emphasising on eco-
nomic development, em-
ployment generation for 
the youth and road con-

nectivity.
He also said the up-

grading Kobulong EAC to 
SDO (C) Hq besides de-
claring Impur as a Chris-
tian pilgrimage centre 
were his core agendas.

The sitting MLA Dr. 
Imtiwapang Aier coun-
tered that the issue to 
upgrade Kobulong EAC 
to SDO (C) Hq has been 
already proposed in prin-
ciple during his tenure.

Apart from road con-
struction connecting Im-
pur junction to Mokok-
chung, Dr. Aier said in 

his two and a half year in 
power, he had initiated 
projects for constructing 
a mini stadium in Impur, 
a Geology and Mining of-
fice in Kobulong, and im-
plemented the first phase 
of solar light and tube well 
boring in the constitu-
ency.

Expressing his am-
bition and vision to the 
electorates, the NPF can-
didate also asserted that 
women’s economic em-
powerment and youth 
empowerment are his 
“personal manifesto.”

Stating that solving 
the exponential growth of 
unemployment problem 
is a major problem in the 
society, Dr. Aier assured 
to initiate sustainable 
economic projects for the 
youth to solve the unem-
ployment problem.  

Dr. Aier also asserted 
that he envisaged af-
filiating Clark Memo-
rial Higher Secondary 
School, Impur, to CBSE 
and gradually upgrade to 
University level to provide 
quality education. He has 
assured to work harder to-
ward achieving his ambi-
tious dreams if they elect 
him again.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Feb. 16 (EMN): 
Former bureaucrat and NDPP 
candidate for 23 Impur AC, TN 
Mannen officially kicked off his 
election campaign from his native 
village Longjang.

In his speech, Mannen said 
NDPP was a new party with new 
and dynamic leaders and candi-
dates with the vision to bring posi-
tive changes in Nagaland through 
transparent and accountable gov-
ernance.

If voted to power, Mannen said 
it will be his number one priority 
to uplift Asetkong area to greater 
heights under a new progressive 
direction. He also promised to 
curb the rise of unemployment 
by introducing self sustainable 
method of livelihood missions 
through governmental and other 
private schemes where youth can 

avail various programs to earn a 
respectable livelihood.

He said in order for a society to 
flourish there ought to have long 
term investment in every sector 
but that the area lacks political 
vision and people were wasting 
precious time in senseless inter-
village and clan bickering.

He also promised to be a re-
sponsible representative of the 
people and make the voice of the 
people heard in the highest ech-
elon if voted to power.

Bendang Jamir, NDPP presi-
dent, Mokokchung region, said 
the party was a new party with 
new leaders unlike the old NPF 
government and said that NDPP 
and BJP alliance will form the new 
government.

He said NDPP was formed as 
an answer to fight the NPF gov-
ernment to give a new pro- people 
government as desired by them.

Coming to the point of BJP 
and NDPP being branded as 
agents of RSS, he said it was just 
a childish propaganda minted by 
NPF out of political insecurities as 
BJP has left the NPF led DAN alli-
ance and has no hope to form the 
next government.

Encouraging the gathering to 
practise their adult franchise in 
favour of their party candidate TN 
Mannen, said it was rare to find a 
capable candidate of his calibre, 
who has a clear vision not only for 
the area but Nagas as a whole. 

Dimapur, Feb. 16 (EMN): To ensure 
peaceful conduct of the ensuing state as-
sembly elections, Kuda Village Council 
(KVC) has prohibited setting up of camps, 
posters and banners, flags, and show of 
strength within the village jurisdiction.

The decision to this effect was taken 
during the council executive meet-
ing held on February 14 in pursuing to 
the call of the Nagaland Baptist Church 
Council (NBCC) for a clean and peaceful 
conduct of election.

A joint press release issued by the 
council chairman and the Head GB stat-
ed that no campaign or canvassing would 
be entertained by colonies except a plat-
form speech at Kuda village council Hall 
as and when requested by any candidate. 

It also resolved that no declaration 
should be made to support any candi-
date by any individual, group, society, 
organisation within its jurisdiction. The 
council has encourage its voters to exer-
cise their adult franchise judiciously only 
to candidates who demonstrate genuine 
commitment to the cause of Naga peo-
ple in general and welfare of the village in 
particular. 

It also resolved that no individual, 
group, society, organisation should ap-
proach any candidate or agent for finan-
cial or material assistance till polling is 
over. It stated that the principle of “One 
man, One vote” should be followed and 
only genuine voters would be allowed to 
vote. It further resolved that supply of al-
cohol and any other intoxicants would be 
restricted within the village.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Feb. 16 
(EMN): As part of clean 
election campaign, a 
prayer programme for all 
the contesting candidates 
from the Ao community 
to the ensuing 13th Naga-
land Legislative Assem-
bly elections was organ-
ised by Ao Baptist Arogo 
Mungdang (ABAM) at its 
mission centre, Impur, on 
February 16.

ABAM executive 
secretary Rev. Dr. Mar 
Atsongchanger, in his 
welcome address, un-
derscored that clean 
election is not against 
anybody but to con-
veyed message to the 
people not to sell their 
precious vote.

The Reverend in-
formed that ABAM, under 
the clean election cam-
paign initiative, has con-
ducted various events to 

promote and sensitised 
the people about ‘clean 
and fair election.’ He also 
highlighted that 7000 
hours chain of prayer 
was observed in various 
churches under ABAM, 
adding many people has 
pledged to participate in 
the clean election cam-
paign.

Pastor and convener 
of ABAM clean election 
core committee, Sen-
tisashi asserted that clean 
election campaign is a 
social movement. Admit-
ting that the campaign 
was not effective, he has 
stressed on the need for 
churches to focus on peo-
ple living below the pov-
erty line. 

Also lamenting that 
the intellectual section 
of the society do not ex-
ercise their rights to vote 
which promote proxy 
voting in the electioneer-

ing system, he has ap-
pealed to the intellectuals 
and people in the soci-
ety to exercise their adult 
franchise.

All the contesting can-
didates under Mokokc-
hung and Dimapur were 
also given the privilege 
to express their vision be-
hind contesting the elec-
tion. Bible was also given 
to each candidate.

President of Aor Pas-
tor’s Fellowship, Lipok 
Jamir, also spoke at the 
event while a special 
prayer for the contest-
ing candidates was pro-
nounced by Dr. Temjen.   

Out of 37 contesting 
candidates from Mokok-
chung and Dimapur 
four candidates namely 
S Chuba Longkumer, Dr. 
Benjongliba, ET Sunep, 
Moatoshi and Dr. S Amos 
did not attend the pro-
gramme.
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Shillong, Feb. 16 (IANS): Chief 
Election Commissioner Om 
Prakash Rawat on Friday 
asked the election machinery 
in Tripura, Meghalaya and 
Nagaland to be “fearless and 
unbiased” to ensure fair voting 
during the assembly elections.

While polling in Tripura 
will be held on February 18, 
Meghalaya and Nagaland will 
go to the polls on February 27.

“All the three states have 
their own peculiarities. The 

Election Commission has 
taken adequate measures to 
ensure free and fair election,” 
Rawat told journalists after 
reviewing Meghalaya’s poll-
preparedness with election 
officials.

“We have directed the elec-
tion machinery to be fear-
less, unbiased, neutral and 
independent from any influ-
ence whatsoever. Conduct 
and discharge of duties by 
election officials would be 

under constant watch of the 
Commission.”

Moreover, he said the Com-
mission has a strong belief that 
Meghalaya will be able to set a 
new benchmark by providing a 
totally free, fair, peaceful, cred-
ible, transparent inclusive and 
participative election.

Rawat said that during the 
visit, they met representatives 
of various political parties to 
understand their issues and 
concerns for holding free, fair 

and peaceful elections.
“Most of the political par-

ties welcomed the Commis-
sion’s decision to hold elec-
tions in the state and expressed 
satisfaction on poll arrange-
ments.”

Rawat said the state ad-
ministration has been asked 
to take steps to tone up the 
security and the law and order 
environment.

“Strict vigil is being main-
tained to check the cross-bor-

der smuggling of drugs, liquor 
and other illicit items from 
neighbouring states. Megha-
laya’s international borders in 
border districts and also inter-
state borders are also appro-
priately under surveillance.”

Election authorities have 
so far seized Rs 17.25 lakh and 
over 20,000 litres of liquor in 
Meghalaya after the model 
code of conduct came into ef-
fect, said Rawat.

All the police check posts 

across the state are under we-
bcasting and videography 24x7 
for the entire period during the 
election.

To prevent the use of mon-
ey and other illegal activities 
to influence voters, Rawat said 
that GPS has been brought 
for swift action so that flying 
squads can move in the direc-
tion from where the complaint 
has been received.

He  s a i d  o f  t h e  t o t a l 
18,42,163 voters, 9,29,314 are 

women while there are also 
2,621 service voters. 

Mentioning that Voter 
Verifiable Paper Audit Trail 
(VVPAT) machines will be 
used in all the 3,083 polling 
stations in the 60 assembly 
constituencies, Rawat said the 
Commission has directed that 
one polling station of each 
constituency be randomly 
selected and VVPAT slips from 
there be counted and matched 
with EVM results.

Aizawl, Feb. 16 (PTI): Under pressure to resign follow-
ing a bridge collapse that claimed one life, Mizoram’s 
Public Works Minister Lal Thanzara today took moral 
responsibility for the incident.

Opposition parties Mizo National Front, People’s 
Representation for Identity and Status of Mizoram, 
and Mizo People’s Party yesterday demanded resigna-
tion of the PWD minister, brother of Chief Minister Lal 
Thanhawla, by owning responsibility of the death of a 
man in the bridge collapse.

“It was an extremely unfortunate incident and I 
felt responsible as the PWD minister,” Lal Thanzara 
told a press conference here.

A bailey bridge being constructed over Tuirini 
river in Aizawl district collapsed on Tuesday.

He said he had informed his willingness to resign 
to acting Chief Minister R. Lalzirliana and the Con-
gress Legislature Party secretary.

“The two leaders told me that it is not necessary to 
tender resignation and the people of his constituency 
did not ask him to quit,” Lal Thanzara said.

R. Lalzirliana is the acting chief minister as Chief 
Minister Lal Thanhawla is away in New Delhi on of-
ficial work.

Addressing a party meeting, Lal Thanzara said he 
did not have any defence for the collapse of the bridge 
in which one person died and another was injured.

A statement issued by the state Congress said 
party workers present in the meeting also did not 
want the minister to resign.

Shillong, Feb. 16 (IANS): 
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Om Prakash Rawat 
on Friday said they are 
yet to establish the facts 
on the allegations of the 
BJP accusing Swaraj Bir 
Singh, Meghalaya Director 
General of Police (DGP), 
of campaigning for Chief 
Minister Mukul Sangma 
for the February 27 assem-
bly polls.

“The BJP has given 
a complaint and we are 
gathering the facts. Some 
facts are yet to reach us. 
We have not been able 
to lay our hands on any-
thing,” Rawat told jour-
nalists after reviewing the 
poll-preparedness of the 
state with senior election 
and government officials.

Initially, the legal cell 
of the National People’s 
Party (NPP) had lodged a 
complaint against Singh. 
The NPP withdrew the 
complaint letter later.

“Whatever, fact that 
has been gathered till now 
was that NPP has with-
drawn its complaint and 
BJP’s complaint was that 
the Congress is using gov-
ernment officials, but so 
far we have not received 
anything on this issue but 

the process is on, whatever 
emerges the commission 
will take the necessary ac-
tions,” Rawat said.

In a petition to the 
Chief Election Commis-
sioner, the BJP on Thurs-
day said that Singh, along 
with some other police 
officers, has been openly 
campaigning on behalf of 
the ruling Congress.

The BJP also accused 
Sangma, who belongs to 
and is contesting from 
Garo Hills, of the “ruse” 
of the revival of militancy 
in the area to rig elections 
in his constituency and 
demanded the deploy-
ment of Central armed 
police forces with police 
observers.

On the BJP’s complaint 
that militancy has again 
raised its ugly head in the 
Garo Hills, Rawat said that 
the state police officials 
informed the election 
commission team that the 
charges are not serious but 
assured that strict vigil will 
be maintained to ensure 
free and fair polls. 

“ We wil l  leave no 
stone unturned and the 
slightest aberration will 
be nipped in the bud,” 
Rawat added.

Agartala, Feb. 16 (IANS): Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi on Friday 
said there was massive corruption 
in the BJP-led Central government 
and the abrupt announcement of 
demonetisation wreaked havoc on 
the life and livelihood of all.

“Corruption has increased to a 
large extent in every sphere of gov-
ernance during the Bharatiya Janata 
Party regime.

“The sudden declaration of de-
monetisation of high value currency 
notes (in 2016) devastated the life and 
livelihood of all, specially the poor, 
middle income group and small trad-
ers,” Gandhi said at an election rally 
in northern Tripura’s Kailashahar, 180 
km north of here.

He said the BJP’s assurances and 
actions have no resemblance and 
value, and the party “talks a lot and 
works less”.

“In their minds there is no place 
for people’s development and wel-
fare. The party is only keen on the 
growth of its organisation,” Gandhi 
said. He said the Congress never 
deceived the people. “What the Con-
gress promised, it did.”

The Congress thinks for all sec-

tions of people but the BJP is only 
interested in gaining political mile-
age, he said.

Criticising the ruling Left parties 
in Tripura, the Congress leader said 
the CPI-M (Communist Party of 
India-Marxist) also failed to deliver 
the goods to the people.

The Congress chief said the CPI-
M led Left Front government has 
taken Tripura backwards.

“Health services in Tripura are in 
a pathetic condition. Crime against 
women has been increasing without 
any check,” Gandhi said, urging the 
people to vote for Congress candi-
dates in Sunday’s poll.

All India Congress Committee 
General Secretary C.P. Joshi, Secre-
tary Bhupen Bora, Tripura Pradesh 
Congress President Birajit Sinha and 
Working President and former royal 
family scion Pradyot Kishore Deb 
Burman also spoke at the gatherings.

Hours before the end of the elec-
tion campaign, Gandhi and other 
central leaders boosted the cam-
paign of the party, from which a large 
number of the state’s top leaders, 
seven MLAs and a huge number of 
workers joined the BJP since last year.

Agartala, Feb. 16 (IANS): Pa-
triotic songs by Lata Man-
geshkar and other artistes 
clash with India’s national 
song “Vande Mataram” as 
they blare out of loudspeak-
ers at street corners and from 
atop campaign vehicles, 
while street plays and satirical 
poetry lampooning rivals are 
the order of the day as part of 
hectic campaigning for Sun-
day’s Tripura Assembly polls.

The ruling Commu-
nist Party of India-Marxist 
(CPI-M) and its rivals, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), 
Congress and Trinamool 
Congress, have been organ-
ising road shows and poll 
campaigns using vehicles 
colourfully decorated with 
flowers, balloons, party flags 
and festoons.

Each party has unleashed 
hundreds of small vehicles 
that traverse all the small 
lanes and bylanes in every 
human habitation across 
the state, blaring out songs, 
satirical rhymes hitting out at 
opponents, poems in praise 
of the party, and also list out 
the electoral promises, from 
loudspeakers fitted to CD 
players.

“In Tripura, patriotic, folk 
and modern songs, street 
plays, rhymes and poems 
are used as a vital campaign 
mode in electoral battles,” re-
nowned political analyst Salil 
Debbarma told IANS.

Tripura Sanskriti Saman-
nay Kendra (TSSK), the liter-
ary and cultural front of the 
ruling CPI-M, has composed 
a set of songs, including in 
folk style, criticising the BJP 
for its “failure” across the 
country and over its electoral 
pact with the tribal-based 
Indigenous People’s Front of 
Tripura (IPFT).

TSSK Secretary Sisir Deb 
said: “We have composed 
songs and rhymes in both 
Bengali and tribal Kokborak 
languages. Street plays on 10 
different themes are also be-
ing staged across the state to 
woo the voters.”

“Our campaign has large-
ly impacted the minds of 
the people and we have suc-
ceeded in winning the hearts 
of voters through our cultural 
presentations,” said Deb, who 

is a dramatist.
Tripura Pradesh Con-

gress Vice-President Tapas 
Dey said the party is wooing 
voters through songs and 
rhymes. “We are also playing 
old patriotic songs of Lata 
Mangeshkar as well as re-
nowned local singers.”

A new feature in this elec-
tion campaign in Tripura is 
the use of animation on local 
television channels by politi-
cal parties to lampoon rivals 
and their policies.

R u i n g  t h e  n e g a t i v e 
spirit of the campaigning, 
renowned litterateur and 
political forecaster Bimalen-
dra Chakraborty said: “A few 
years ago when songs, street 
plays, rhymes and poems 
were introduced by political 
parties in their campaign, we 
thought it would uplift the 
standard of campaign and 
the hate speeches and ma-
ligning would be restricted. 
But our experience is not 
positive.”

Singer Krishna Dhar and 
BJP spokesman and research-
er Mrinal Kanti Deb feel that 
songs, street plays, rhymes 
and poems definitely help 
improve the standard of cam-
paigning.

Dhar said: “Cultural-style 
campaigns during elections 
help curb political violence. 
Artistes from Agartala and 
Kolkata have composed and 
sung patriotic, modern and 
folk songs criticising the mis-
governance of the Left Front 
government.”

All the party booth of-
fices of the Congress here and 
other parts of the state are 
echoing with Bankim Chan-
dra’s “Vande Mataram” song.

Former Congress Minister 
and party nominee against 
Chief Minister Manik Sarkar 
in the Dhanpur assembly 
constituency, Laxmi Nag told 
IANS: “We believe in true 
patriotism and that’s why our 
party is using patriotic songs 
during the poll campaign.”

Trinamool Congress 
leaders and candidates are 
playing party supremo and 
West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee’s poems in 
the election campaign.

The Tripura Prevention 
of Defacement of Property 

(Amendment) Act 1998 is 
now in force. With the Elec-
tion Commission asking po-
litical parties not to use any 
static assets and buildings as 
well as government property 
as part of their poll campaign, 
the candidates have put up 
party flags on small trees, 
bamboo groves and banana 
plants on the roadside.

Touching on another 
angle of the campaigning, 
political analyst Rameswar 
Bhattacharjee observed that 
the Left has now adopted a 
method used by the Con-
gress and BJP to woo voters. 
“Doing ‘pranam’ (to bend 
and touch the feet in obei-
sance) is a habitual style 
of politics popularised by 
the Congress and BJP can-
didates, specially former 
Minister Surajit Datta (BJP). 
But now the ‘pranam’ politics 
has been adopted by the Left 
party candidates too to reach 
out to elderly voters.”

“Poll fever has gripped 
the entire state even as the 
official machinery and secu-
rity forces are trying to ensure 
the elections are held in a 
free and fair manner,” Chief 
Electoral Officer Sriram Tara-
nikanti said.

In all 292 candidates, in-
cluding 23 women and many 
independents, would be test-
ing their electoral fortune 
in Sunday’s election to 59 of 
the 60-seat Tripura assembly. 
Polling has been rescheduled 
in Charilam assembly con-
stituency after the death of 
CPI-M candidate Ramendra 
Narayan Debbarma. It would 
now be held on March 12.

Around 47 per cent can-
didates are aged between 25 
to 50 years, while 53 per cent 
candidates are aged between 
51 and 80 years. CPI-M nomi-
nee in Chawmanu assembly 
constituency, veteran tribal 
leader Nirajoy Tripura, 90, is 
the oldest candidate. 

According to a report of 
Tripura Election Watch, a 
state body of the National 
Election Watch, 58 per cent 
candidates are Class 5 and 
Class 12 pass, while 41 per 
cent candidates are graduates 
or have higher degrees, while 
one candidate never went to 
school.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 16 (EMN): Manipur’s 
Forest and Environment Minister 
Thounaojam Shyamkumar on Fri. 
informed the ongoing assembly 
that the government was taking 
up steps to monitor and prevent 
contamination of Thoubal River. He 
was responding to queries raised 
by opposition legislators about the 
reported contamination of Thoubal 
river that passes through many as-
sembly constituencies including 
Andro, Wangkhem, and Thoubal.

The minister said that the de-
partment had taken steps includ-
ing alerting the district authorities. 
Shyamkumar appealed to the public 
to help in conserving the state’s for-
est. 

On Tuesday, opposition Congress 
MLA Surjakumar Okram had sought 

attention of the ongoing assembly 
over the report of contamination 
of Thoubal River due to washing of 
gravels quarried from the hill slopes 
in the upstream. He even expressed 
the need to check whether the water 
is still fit for human consumption or 
harmful to health.

Various local clubs of Thoubal 
district continued to stage sit in 
demonstration in some Thoubal 
areas on Fri. as part of their save river 
campaign which is on since the last 
few days.

Reacting to the questions raised 
by the opposition Congress legisla-
tors, Shyamkumar referred to India’s 
State of Forest Report of 2017. He said 
that Manipur stood first among all 
the Northeast states while protecting 
its Reserve Forests (RF) areas. There 
are about 37 RF in the state covering 

an area of 984.25 sq km. 
Interestingly Manipur has also 

increased 263 sq km in forest cover 
from 2015 report, according to 2017 
report which was released recently. 
Also he admitted that the depart-
ment was planning to urge the centre 
to raise a Forest Protection Force in 
order to conserve state’s forest area in 
view of the report of illegal encroach-
ment. 

Despite lack of manpower, the 
department has taken steps in 85 
cases of encroachment including 
53 in Heingang and 32 in Langol 
hill areas, he said. Around 25 lakh 
samplings were distributed for plan-
tation during 2017-18 against the 
12 lakh in 2016-17 besides taking 
up plantation on the road median 
measuring around 25 km in and 
around Imphal.

Agartala, Feb. 16 (PTI): 
Security has been tight-
ened in Tripura for the 
Assembly polls scheduled 
on February 18, the state’s 
Director General of Police 
(DGP) Akhil Kumar Shukla 
said today.

He also urged voters 
to exercise their franchise 
without fear.

“If anyone tries to take 
law in his hand law would 
take its own course. Firm 
and strict action would 

be taken against them. I 
would appeal to the voters 
to exercise their franchise 
without fear,” the DGP told 
a press conference here.

He said central armed 
forces (CAP) were de-
ployed across the state 
along with state armed 
personnel and police.

“We are in the proc-
ess of arresting potential 
trouble mongers, verifying 
gun licenses, seizing illegal 
weapons and checking 

vehicles,” Shukla said.
Senior police offic-

ers have been instructed 
to ensure swift, firm and 
neutral action in any law 
and order situation, he 
said.

The Border Security 
Force (BSF) has been 
asked to keep a close vigil 
along the 856-kilometre-
long Indo-Bangla border 
in the state, he said.

Adequate central para-
military forces (CPF) and 

state police were deployed 
across the state, the DGP 
said, adding, altogether 
300 companies of cen-
tral paramilitary forces 
have been deployed on 
election duty.  Strict secu-
rity measures have been 
taken to check inter-state 
movement of weapons 
and other goodies and the 
matter was also taken up 
with the neighbouring As-
sam police and Mizoram 
police, Shukla said.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Feb. 16 (EMN): The 
44th Karbi Youth Festival 
(KYF), an ethnic festival 
of Northeast India was in-
augurated on Fri. at Tara-
langso in Diphu of Assam 
on Feb. 16.

The five-day festival 
will host ethnic cultures 
from various tribes and 
communities from the 
two hill districts of Karbi 
Anglong and west Karbi 
Anglong. 

The festival is being or-
ganised under the aegis of 
the Karbi Cultural Society 
(KCS).

Chief Executive Mem-
ber (CEM) of the Karbi 
Anglong Autonomous 
Council (KAAC) Tuliram 
Ronghang inaugurated the 
festival.

Ronghang announced 
that he would provide Kar-
bi traditional apparel to all 
the participating artists 
during the next edition of 
the festival. 

“I know the financial 
constraints faced by every 
KCS zone to get traditional 
dresses for artists and from 
my side in the next KYF 
will provide choi hongth-
or, seleng and poho for 
boys and pini and pekok 
for girls and one pair of 
chengpi,” CEM said.

Without discrimina-
tion between the rich and 
the poor and with no re-

ligious differences, the 
KYF is being celebrated 
in unity, the CEM said. 
He said there were many 
more things to be done 
in Taralangso. During the 
previous year INR 50 lakh 
from the council was allo-
cated for improvement of 
Rasingja aklam and work 
on it is in progress. From 
the UPDS MoS agreement 
INR 98 crore is being sanc-
tioned by the central gov-
ernment for development 
of Taralangso. To attract 
visitors from outside, the 
Karbi youth festival has 
been highlighted on the 
KAAC’s website, Ronghang 
said. 

The president of the 
KCS Chandra Sing Kro also 
addressed the event. In his 
presidential speech, he 
spoke about how the Karbi 
youth festival was first or-
ganised in 1974 in Imphal 
and how several leaders 
had worked to make the 
festival ‘one of the biggest 
festivals in the Northeast.’ 

Thirty-two 32 zones 
including Dumra and 
Biswanath Chariali and 
from Diphu Govt. College 
and Eastern Karbi Anglong 
College are participating 
in the festival.

Beating drums and 
dancing artists from 32 
zones formed a procession 
and reached the venue for 
the inaugural programme.

Guwahati, Feb. 16 (PTI): Assam is at the bottom of the list 
with regard to maternal mortality rate(MMR) with a fig-
ure of 300 against the national average of 167, while the 
fund spending under National Health Mission (NHM) is 
just 13.58 per cent for 2017-18. Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Union Minister of State for Health and Family 
Welfare Ashwini Kumar Choubey said the government is 
working to reduce the MMR in Assam.

MMR is the annual number of female deaths per 
1,00,000 live births from any cause related to or aggra-
vated by pregnancy or its management.

“MMR in Assam is very high. It is 300 at present 
against the pan-India average of 167. It is at the bottom 
of the list. It was 383 fours ago and was 447 in 2002 in 
Assam,” Choubey said.

The declining rate of MMR in the state, however, is 
the highest in country and is “very encouraging”, he said.

The Centre is aggressively carrying out vaccination 
and other medication to reduce the MMR across many 
districts of Assam, including Nagaon, Dhubri, Goalpara, 
Karbi Anglong, Kokrajhar and Chirang under ‘Mission 
Indradhanush’, he added. He said the Centre had allo-
cated Rs 1,056.25 crore for Assam under National Health 
Mission (NHM) for 2017-18.

Itanagar, Feb. 16 (PTI): The All Aru-
nachal Pradesh Students Union (AAP-
SU) today claimed that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi did not speak about 
core issues confronting the north east-
ern state in his address to the people 
during his visit here on Thursday.

The apex students body of the 
state said, “It is a big letdown that the 
prime minister did not mention about 
the five-decade-old Chakma and Ha-
jong refugee issue and the inter-state 
boundary dispute with Assam among 
others.” 

It said that the people of the state 
were waiting with “bated breath” that 
the prime minister would take cog-
nizance of the two issues along with 
other important ones like loopholes 
in the statehood bills, the protracted 
Naga political imbroglio and revamp-
ing of central government controlled 
education institutes in the state.

“But, unfortunately none of the 
above issues got a mention in Modi 
s addresses which are paramount 
to the survival of indigenous people 
of the state, AAPSU President Hawa 
Bagang said.

The students union also termed 
as “most unfortunate” that union 
minister Kiren Rijiju, who hails from 

Arunachal Pradesh, and Chief Min-
ister Pema Khandu did not speak of 
the issues in their respective address 
before the prime minister.

Former chief minister and senior 
Congress leader Nabam Tuki termed 
Modi’s visit as an “utter disappoint-
ment” when the people of Arunachal 
were eagerly looking for him to an-
nounce a special developmental 
package for the state.

This was his second visit to Aru-
nachal. With the BJP government 
both at the Centre and in the state the 
expectation was massive. But his visit 
has not borne any fruit and instead 
disappointed every Arunachalee, 
said Tuki. 

Comparing Modi s visit to that of 
Manmohan Singh, he said the former 
prime minister during his visit here 
in 2009 had announced a special 
economic package of Rs 24,000 crore 
to improve connectivity in the state, 
including construction of the Trans 
Arunachal Highway (TAH), four-lane 
and two-lane roads, IT communica-
tion and infrastructure development 
projects.

“We are now reaping the benefits 
of Singh s visionary act with the con-
struction of the TAH, Tuki said.

Ensure fair voting in Tripura, Meghalaya, Nagaland — EC

Mizoram PWD minister 
owns responsibility for 
bridge collapse 

EC looking at BJP’s charge 
against Meghalaya DGP

Massive corruption in BJP 
government — Rahul

With poetry and song, Tripura’s 
poll campaigns get colourful

Thoubal River pollution: ‘Manipur govt. taking steps’

Security tightened in poll-bound Tripura— DGP

Karbi youth festival begins

Assam to set up 21 residential 
schools in minority areas 

Modi did not speak of core issues— AAPSU
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Lieutenant General Abhay Krishna being welcome on his arriving at the 3 Corps in Dimapur.

Medical team along with patients at 3rd NAP in Tuensang town.

The NSE Nifty rose by 60.90 points, or 0.57 %, to 10.606.40.

Campus trip

Vision mission

Unity College Dimapur organised a campus visit to Kaziranga University under the career guidance and counselling cell of IQAC on Feb. 10. The 
trip was organised to enlighten the students on various courses offered in the university. 

With a mission ‘no child in the world suffers with poor eyesight,’ the Leo Club of Dimapur organised an eye screening  camp for school children 
under the banner “Mission vision” at Liberty Optical, church road in Dimapur on Feb. 13. The project was collaborated with other district.

Sensex rises 196 points, 
Nifty reclaims 10,600-mark

India’s domestic air 
passenger traffic up 
over 19% in January

PNB fraud: Allahabad Bank has 
$366.87 mn outstanding exposure

Agriculture Ministry to hold 
conference on doubling farm income

Eastern Command GOC visits 3 Corps

Health centre conducts camp in Tsg.

Kolkata, Feb. 16 (IANS): State-run 
Allahabad Bank on Friday said it has 
an outstanding exposure of about 
$366.87 million in the $1.8 billion 
fraud detected by another public 
sector bank PNB, but added it was 
confident of receiving the payment.

Punjab National Bank (PNB), 
the country’s second largest public 
sector bank, had detected the $1.8 
billion fraud in one of its branches 
in Mumbai.

Allahabad Bank was among 
other banks that were said to have 
offered credit based on Letters of 
Undertaking (LoU) issued by PNB.

“The outstanding exposure re-
lated to the incident is approxi-
mately $366.87 million and the 
bank is fully secured by LoU docu-
ments and fully confident to receive 

the payment,” it said in regulatory 
filing. The lender said it, through 
its overseas branch in Hong Kong, 
has been taking exposure with PNB 
as counter party under various 
LoUs issued through authenticated 
SWIFT message.

An LoU is in effect a guarantee 
issued by one bank to the branches 
of other banks, based on which for-
eign branches offer credit to buyers.

The bank has also purchased 
some buyers’ credit assets from Axis 
Bank extended against PNB LoU 
through risk participation as a part 
of normal international business 
practice.

Another public sector bank Un-
ion Bank of India had also said it has 
an outstanding exposure of about 
$300 million.

ence is to build a consensus around 
appropriate recommendations that 
will help in shaping and sharpen-
ing the vision of the government on 
doubling farmers’ income by 2022 
into actionable points. The idea is 
to arrive at practical solutions that 
can be implemented for the benefit 
of farmers in the country,” the Min-
istry said in a statement.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
is expected to attend the session of 
the conference on February 20.

The Ministry said the govern-
ment was keen on finding and 
adopting suggestions made by the 
participants during the two-day 
conference, which “will help in 
yielding quick results across the ag-
ricultural sector, comprising several 
sub-sectors in addition to initiating 
long-term interventions”. 

The 300 participants of the con-
ference are comprised of farmers, 
farmers’ associations, scientists, 
economists, academics, trade in-
dustry, professional associations, 
NGOs, policy makers, and officers.

New Delhi, Feb. 16 (IANS): The Ag-
riculture Ministry will hold a Na-
tional Conference, Agriculture 2022 
- Doubling Farmers’ Income, here 
on February 19-20 to identify vari-
ous critical farm-related issues and 
to find their solutions.

“The main aim of the confer-

Mumbai,  Feb. 16 (PTI): The 
benchmark BSE Sensex ad-
vanced by over 196 points in 
early trade today on buying by 
institutional and retail investors 
in IT, banking and FMCG stocks.

Asian markets were trading 
in the green following positive 
lead from Wall Street as inves-
tors continued to shun inflation 
worries.

The 30-share index advanced 
by 196.39 points, or 0.57 %, to 
34,493.86 in early trade. All the 
Sectoral indices led by realty, IT 
and metal were trading higher 

by up to 1.44 %.
The gauge had gained 141.52 

points in the previous session.
The NSE Nifty rose by 60.90 

points, or 0.57 %, to 10.606.40.
The country’s exports rose by 

9 % to USD 24.38 billion in Janu-
ary, helped by a healthy growth 
in shipments of chemicals, en-
gineering goods and petroleum 
products, aiding the growth sen-
timent.

Even as the trade gap soared 
to USD 16.3 billion, the highest 
since November 2014, in January 
on account of a 26.1 % increase 

in imports to USD 40.68 bil-
lion, the rupee was trading firm 
against the US dollar.

Major gainers that supported 
the uptrend were Infoys, Tata 
Steel, Yes Bank, ICICI Bank, TCS, 
Dr Reddy and ITC Ltd, rising up 
to 1.15 %.

However, Punjab National 
Bank remaind under selling 
pressure and declined another 
3.31 %. Gitanjali Gems also trad-
ed lower by 19.94 %.

Domestic institutional inves-
tors (DIIs) bought shares worth 
a net Rs 49.92 crore while For-

eign portfolio investors (FPIs) 
sold shares worth a net Rs 240.29 
crore yesterday, as per provi-
sional data released by the stock 
exchanges.

Among Asian markets, Ja-
pan’s Nikkei was trading higher 
by 1.09 %. Hong Kong’s Hang 
Seng and Shanghai Composite 
are closed today for public holi-
days.

Most of the other Asian mar-
kets are also closed for a holiday.

The US Dow Jones Industrial 
Average ended 1.23 % higher in 
yesterday’s trade.

New Delhi, Feb. 16 (IANS): 
India’s domestic air passen-
ger traffic surged by 19.69 
per cent to 1.14 crore in Janu-
ary from 95.79 lakh reported 
during the corresponding 
month of last fiscal, official 
data showed here on Friday.

“Passengers carried by 
domestic airlines during Jan-
uary 2018 were 114.65 lakh as 
against 95.79 lakh during the 
corresponding period of pre-
vious year thereby registering 
a growth of 19.69 per cent,” 
the Directorate General of 
Civil Aviation (DGCA) said in 
its monthly domestic traffic 
report.

According to the data, 
low-cost carrier SpiceJet had 
the highest passenger load 
factor (PLF) -- a measure of 
capacity utilisation of the 
airline -- at 95 per cent dur-
ing during the moth under 
review.

“SpiceJet has yet again 
recorded the highest PLF in 
the industry and this is the 
34th month in a row that we 
have flown with load factors 
in excess of 90 per cent...,” 
said SpiceJet’s Chief Sales 
and Revenue Officer Shilpa 
Bhatia.

It was followed by budget 
passenger carriers GoAir 
with PLF at 90 per cent, and 
IndiGo and JetLite at 89.7 per 
cent each.

“The passenger load fac-
tor in the month of January 
2018 has shown increasing 
trend compared to previous 
month primarily due to the 
ongoing tourist season,” the 
monthly statistical analysis 
said.

The data showed that In-
diGo led the industry with 
75.4 per cent punctuality 

rate (on-time performance) 
at the four major airports of 
Bengaluru, New Delhi, Hy-
derabad and Mumbai.

It was followed by Spice-
Jet (74.4), Go Air (67.4) and 
Air India’s domestic opera-
tions (66.9).

“The overall cancellation 
rate of scheduled domestic 
airlines for the month of Jan-
uary 2018 has been 1.26 per 
cent,” said the data.

In addition, the data dis-
closed that a total of 694 pas-
senger-related complaints 
were received last month.

“The number of com-
plaints per 10,000 passengers 
carried for the month of Jan-
uary 2018 has been around 
0.61,” the monthly analysis 
said. The data revealed that 
IndiGo led the industry with 
the highest market share of 
39.7 per cent, followed by 
Jet Airways (14.3), Air India 
(13.3), SpiceJet (12.6 ), and 
GoAir (9.6).

AirAsia India had a mar-
ket share of 4.3 per cent, fol-
lowed by Vistara (3.6), JetLite 
(2.3) and Trujet (0.3). 

“The domestic passen-
ger traffic continues to show 
strong growth momentum, 
growing by 19.69 per cent 
on a year on year basis. The 
lower airfares have been a 
result of induction of more 
seat capacity as well as crude 
oil prices staying stable,” said 
Sharat Dhall, COO (B2C), 
Yatra.com.

“Major carriers further 
fuelled the growth by an-
nouncing sales during the 
month, despite it being a 
peak travel month. We do ex-
pect this growth trend to con-
tinue in the coming months,” 
he added.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER
NAGALAND : KOHIMA
Email: ceo_nagaland@eci.gov.in

CONTACT CENTRE AND ELECTION CONTROL ROOM

Sd/-
( ABHIJIT SINHA ) IAS,
Chief Electoral Officer,

Nagaland, Kohima.

No. ELE/IT-14/2017-18  : Dated Kohima, the 16th February 2018.

The State Election Department has set up Contact Centre with Toll Free Number 1950. 
Citizens can dial the Toll Free Number for any query or complaint. Online queries or 
complaints can be lodged through the National Grievances Service Portal which can be 
accessed through www.eci.nic.in or www.ceonagaland.nic.in.

To reach the Contact Centre from within Nagaland, dial Toll Free 1950 and from 
outside the State, dial Toll Free 0370-1950.

The Directorate of Income Tax (Investigation) NER, Guwahati has opened a 24x7 Control 
Room and Complaint Monitoring Cell at Kohima, Nagaland.Any information pertaining to 
black money and/or movement of large amount of cash/ valuables etc, during the Election 
Period which are likely to be used for bribing of electors may be informed to the above Cell 
in the following contacts:

1.      Toll Free Number : 18003453703
2.      Mobile/ Whatsapp : 9401991223
3.      Mobile/ Whatsapp : 9401991258
4.      Email : election.nagaland2018@gmail.com

Control Rooms have also been set up in each District. The Contact numbers are given 
below:

District Control Room Number
Dimapur 9402041695
Peren 9485282730
Kohima 8794983213
Pughoboto 8413946105
Phek 8837489912
Mokokchung 8787831651
Zunheboto 9615315612/ 8575348478
Wokha 9402482495/ 7005452576
Mon 9862870166/ 9612014688
Longleng 7005743163/ 9862738181
Tuensang 9612592810/ 8974040350
Kiphire 8730016341

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER
NAGALAND : KOHIMA
Email: ceo_nagaland@eci.gov.in

NAGALAND ELECTION MOBILE APPLICATION

Sd/-
( ABHIJIT SINHA ) IAS,
Chief Electoral Officer,

Nagaland, Kohima.

No.ELE/IT-15/2017-18  :        Dated Kohima, the 16th February 2018.

In view of the General Election to the 13th Nagaland Legislative Assembly, the Chief Electoral Officer 
has launched a mobile application ‘Nagaland Election’ for providing voter facilitation services. 
 i) Information relating to the current State Assembly Election
 ii) PDF of E-Roll for download
 iii) Locate Polling Station in Google Map
 iv) Elector Search
 v) Details of BLOs
 vi) Voter Awareness materials
 vii)  Dial Toll Free number 1950
 viii) Social media
The mobile application can be downloaded from Google Play Store or from the website of the Chief 
Electoral Officer, www.ceonagaland.nic.in.

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF SCHOOL EDUCATION

NAGALAND : KOHIMA
NO.ED/EL&SEC/SNRTGATZ/1/2017-18/315                     Dated Kohima 15th Feb 2018

CIRCULAR
DSE Circular: Directorate of School Education has prepared 
tentative seniority list for Officers of Elementary & Secondary 
section for 2018 which will be available at respective DEO office, 
all officers are informed to check, any claims and objections can 
be submitted in written along with documents to the Directorate 
at Room No.12 within one month time i.e on or before 20-03-
2018.

(WONTHUNGO TSOPOE)
DirectorIssued by DIPR

While  in  Kohima, 
General Abhay Krishna 
also interacted with sen-
ior civil administration 
officials of the state. The 
General Officer Com-
manding-in-Chief as-
sured the state function-

aries of full preparedness 
of Spear Corps to robustly 
handle any contingency 
and that a befitting re-
sponse would be given 
to anyone vitiating the 
security environment in 
Nagaland.

Dimapur, Feb. 16 (EMN): As part of monthly activities for the ASHAs and MAS fam-
ily members, the Urban Primary Health Centre (UPHC), Tuensang organized free 
health camp on Feb. 10 and the 12th. The medical team headed by Dr. Imliyatet 
Ozukum MO (UPHC), conducted the camp at St. John ‘B’ ward, officers ward and 
3rd NAP of Tuensang town on Feb. 10.

KG-2329

KG-2328 

KG-2330

Dimapur, Feb. 16 (EMN): 
General Officer Com-
manding-in-Chief  of 
Eastern Command, Lieu-
tenant General Abhay 
Krishna visited the ar-
my’s Spear Corps Zone 
on Feb.14 and 15th .  The 
General Officer was ac-
companied by Lieuten-
ant General Gopal R, 
General Officer Com-
manding Spear Corps.  

During his visit to 
the state, General Abhay 
Krishna reviewed the 
security situation in the 
state. At headquarter of 
the Inspector General As-
sam Rifles (North) in Ko-
hima, th general officer 
was briefed on security 
arrangements in the state.  
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“Parry four!”

When I began fencing in high school, my coach would shout the correct defensive position (“par-
ry”) against the move he was making. When he extended his weapon and lunged, to repel the attack 

I had to listen and respond immediately.
That active listening brings to mind the prompt obedience Scripture calls for in the area of sexual 

temptation. In 1 Corinthians 6:18 Paul writes to believers tempted to solicit pagan temple prostitutes, tell-
ing them to “flee from sexual immorality.” Sometimes we are to “stand firm” in challenging circumstanc-
es (Galatians 5:1; Ephesians 6:11), but here the Bible practically shouts our best defense: “Run away!”

Immediate action guards against compromise. Small compromises can lead to devastating defeats. 
An unrestrained thought, a glance in the wrong place on the Internet, a flirting friendship when you’re al-
ready married—each are steps that take us where we shouldn’t go and put distance between us and God.

When we flee temptation, God also provides a place to run. Through Jesus’s death on the cross for 
our sins, He offers us hope, forgiveness, and a new beginning—no matter where we’ve been or what 
we’ve done. When we run to Jesus in our weakness, He sets us free to live in His strength.

Lord Jesus, out of love You gave Yourself on the cross for us. I give myself to You  
in obedience to Your will.

Fleeing to Strength
BIBLE READ:   1 CORINTHIANS 6:12–20    
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

You were bought at a price.  
Therefore honor God with your bodies.  

~ 1 Corinthians 6:20

We Talk of Change Let Us Be the Change!
Look around everywhere today. Trum-

pets welcoming the election are blow-
ing off.  For us, the Nagas, election is 

not on the 3rd of  March 2018. It is a month 
long process. Dictionary doesn’t defy us 
though; we will keep on.

Let me firstly throw off  a query here. 
What is election and why is it conducted or 
held for? Is election a time for youths to have 
access to free booze or for the parents to earn 
easy bucks? 

During the past 2 years all we have ob-
served around is ‘talks about change’. Face-
book, Whatsapp, etc. Thanks to Reliance Jio-
for better facilitation 

.Yet,are we at present keeping our word 
or are we walking the talk? How many of  the 
keyboard warriors have succumbed to pro-
hibited liquor or money or promised back-
door appointments or personal secretaries 
of  our candidates? If  none have done so, pat 
yourselves on your back. However, if  any of  
us have, it is better late than never to change 
and clear it off  our conscience.

Let us not divert or misinterpret the mean-
ing of  election for personal gain. 

A big point to ponder on is. 
How many of  our brothers and sisters 

have passed away? How many of  our parents, 
family members are dropouts? How many 
of  us are paralysed physically and mentally? 
How many of  the voters of  our constituency 
are being appointed backdoor? 

Summing all the above questions here is a 
“How?” And not a Why. 

All these time we have been blabbering 
on why are these happening and concluding 
with a reason, for instance, the candidate is 
corrupted, bias and unjust. However, let me 

here present you a viewpoint.
Once there lived an imaginary family in 

a remote village of  Nagaland. The husband 
was of  66 years of  age and the wife 60. They 
were blessed with 6 children; 3 boys and 
2 girls. Poverty was at peak in their family 
because father and mother had never seen 
school nor ever heard of  the importance and 
value of  acquiring education. They struggled 
hard to feed their children and themselves a 
meal a day. However, with the responsibility 
of  raising their kids, they never stopped toil-
ing. Despite all the hardships they faced, the 
couple realised the importance of  acquiring 
education and admitted all the children to 
government primary schools in their village. 
The kids however started complaining that 
there were no teachers to teach them and 
rather there were no other kids in their school. 
The rest of  the well-to-do kids were all in the 
neighbouring town’s private school. The cou-
ple thought hard, had sleepless nights and fi-
nally after prolonged deliberation resolved to 
send their kids to the private school so as to 
acquire quality education. However, manag-
ing the expenses of  5 kids in a private school 
with their meagre earning was an Everest to 
climb. Thus, as always in our Naga culture, 
had to stop the girls to stay back home. The 
3 boys were,then,admitted to the school, and 
were treated with new uniforms and were 
showered with fresh smelling textbooks and 
notebooks. However, that didn’t come with-
out a price. The couple sold a plot of  land 
to have all the three lads admitted. Kids do-
ing well, coming home every Christmas was 
both happy and sad moments for the couple. 
Every report card of  theirchildren was splen-
did. That meant they had to sell off  another 

plot of  ancestral land. As always, Here comes 
the twist in the story, a lad among the three 
who was considered to be the most brilliant 
of  all, fell seriously ill. All the family could 
afford was to have him treated to the near-
est PHC where a doctor supervised once in 
a month, while minding his private clinic in 
Kohima. Moreover, there was no facility for 
the patient to be treated. And the child passed 
away. Life carried on though, the other two 
lads did seemingly better and cracked AIEEE 
and CAT respectively. The two lads happily 
informed their parents and the couple sank 
into thought of  trouble. Where are the lacs of  
admission fees going to come from? The fa-
ther committed suicide giving up all hope and 
with the shame of  not upholding the respon-
sibility of  the family. However, the mother 
never gave up and without informing the lads 
of  their daddy’s demise sold off  her kidney 
and debited their admission fees into their ac-
counts. Mom and the sisters struggled hard 
and life carried on. Then, Time for harvest 
came. The lads were established in their ca-
reers. They were coming home happily. How-
ever, Nagaland roads had a different role to 
play in their fate. The taxi driver failed to steer 
through the potholes at a curve and stormed 
down the ravenous mountain. Harvest for the 
family turned into a dual funeral. 

The mother and the siblings lost all hope 
and joined the father.

Lessons to learn from the story? I leave it 
to you, readers. 

Is there any family that you can relate 
to this imaginary story? I’m definite a yes 
is on your mind. Do you want that family 
to end this way? It’s your duty and mine to 
prevent it.

Let us all realize that tons of  gazetted of-
ficers, sportsperson, missionaries, and other 
successful men and women never:

-lived till 20 years because they died in the 
village due to lack of  proper medical facilities

- were even born to this world because 
while rushing to a hospital, the patient died 
on the way due to miscarriage just because of  
bumpy roads. 

- were able to do so because they were 
kicked just for not paying regular tuition fees 
owing to their parents low income.

By and large, what are you going to do? 
How are you going to create a better future 
for the future generation? This is election. 
This is the time to decide for your future by 
electing a corrupt free leader. It is a time to 
educate the uneducated to not be a prey to 
money. Your parent might advise you to vote 
for a candidate that is of  your clan so as to 
keep family relations, yet, educate them. Stop 
voting for a candidate judging on his/her reli-
gion, clan, tribe or caste. Vote for a true lead-
er. Let us stop demanding jobs, instead work 
harder on our studies and crack competitive 
interviews and exams on our own. Let us stop 
demanding money, let us demand for better 
development instead. Let us demand for bet-
ter educational institutions, better roads, bet-
ter medical facilities, etc. Let us enforce our 
elected representatives that checking the reg-
ularity of  the government employees in his/
her constituency is also the duty of  an elected 
member. Let us educate ourselves and the 
ignorant that development is more precious 
than money.

It is time!
We talk of  change, let us be the change!

AdilenKipzz

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

It's Not What 
You Wear, 

But the Way 
You Wear It

Definition of being behind on 
the laundry: When you find 
yourself seriously consider-

ing wearing a Halloween costume 
to work.

I expected my wife to veto the 
idea, but she was okay with it, say-
ing: "It's not what you wear that 
counts, but whether you can carry 
it off."

Mind you, this was in a phone 
conversation and so she couldn't 
see what I was wearing. In the event, 
going to work in a killer clown out-
fit was not as bad as it might have 
been, and the fake bloodstains on 
the costume proved advantageous. 
Fellow passengers quickly gave me 
a seat on the bus -- actually, a whole 
block of seats.

The main (and possibly only) 
advantage of marriage for guys is 
that we are given full-time aides 
("wives") who generally prevent us 
going out looking too ridiculous. 
Men lack the enzyme which proc-
esses self-awareness, which is why 
we think we look good in Speedos.

Proof: In my true-crime file is a 
report about a criminal fugitive on 
the run in Japan who disguised him-
self in a girls' sailor suit school uni-
form. Since he was a tall man with 
massive shoulders, he managed to 
evade detection for only minutes.

Another true story: Last year, 
a pair of bank robbers decided to 
dress as women to scope out a bank 
in Thomasville, Florida. The result 
was the opposite of what they ex-
pected: They became the centre of 
attention, of course.

It is really hard for men to dress 
convincingly as females as we lack 
the two main things that make a 
woman a woman -- good taste, 
and the ability to walk with our feet 
clamped in instruments of torture 
known as "lady's shoes".

There's one exception which 
proves my point. In November last 
year, the coach of the Thailand 
women's kabaddi team was dis-
mayed to find out that males were 
banned from attending women's 
sports events in Iran, where his 
team was playing. So he wrapped 
his head in a female scarf and 
marched straight in. He fooled no-
body but correctly judged that the 
women would be too nice to throw 
him out. Smart guy.

Our UK correspondent shared 
a sad news item about a group of 
men who raised money for their 
local hospital by dressing as nurses 
and pushing a bed around town. 
The hospital refused to accept the 
cash as they said it was considered 
politically incorrect for men to dress 
as nurses these days.

This seems unfair, as I have seen 
marathon runners dressed as ba-
nanas, dinosaurs and Q-Tips with-
out complaint from fruit sellers, 
paleontologists or people who like 
to poke things in their ears.

But the political issues sur-
rounding women's clothes are com-
plex. In 2011 someone organised a 
"slutwalk" in Canada. This involved 
scantily-clad females marching 
down the road with protest ban-
ners. When the Slutwalk arrived in 
Asia, the women were fully covered 
up and many of the marchers were 
male; so the event missed the point, 
a bit like the Animal Rights Barbe-
cue that a friend of mine once tried 
to organise.

Anyway, like my wife says, it's 
not what you wear but how you 
wear it. By the way, I look great in a 
Speedo.

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based 
frequent traveller. Send ideas and 
comments via his Facebook page)

Nury Vittachi | IANS

God alone can meet our deepest needs and give us soul-deep satisfaction.

Dinesh C Sharma | 
India Science Wire

Augmented Video Games Can Help in Stroke Recovery: Study

Monika Kundu Srivastava  | India Science Wire

Fireflies Emit Light Similar to Lasers 

Fireflies are known for 
the light they emit 
during nights. A new 

study has analyzed the light 
emitted from fireflies and 
found a certain portion of it 
to be similar to laser beams.

A laser light is different 
from an ordinary light. It 
is usually single-coloured 
and is emitted in the form 
of a narrow beam that can 
be focused to very tiny 
spots. This way a laser beam 
shines very brightly and is 
capable of intense heat if 
targeted on a small area. La-
ser beams can also be used 
to measure distances. 

The study led by Dr. 
Anurup Gohain Barua from 
Department of Physics, 
Gauhati University, ana-
lyzed the light emitted from 

fireflies. It was found that 
though the light from fire-
flies usually falls between 
the range of 490 and 680 na-
nometers (between green 
and red), the emissions 
have a tendency for being 
within the narrow yellow 
sector of the spectrum. This 
feature is similar to single-
colour property of most 
laser beams. Like visible la-
sers, the light from fireflies 
does not have any infrared 
or ultraviolet frequencies. 
Both lasers and fireflies 
emit a light that is highly 
directional, which means it 
does not diverge or spread 
much and goes as a narrow 
bright beam. 

Data was collected using 
Michelson interferometer 
and Young’s double-slit ex-

periment. The results of the 
study have been published 
in journal Current Science.

It is known that light 
from fireflies is primarily 
used for attracting mates or 
prey, like a signal to com-
municate with other fire-
flies. “An efficient laser sys-
tem could be constructed 
in the model of the firefly 
light-emitting system. In 
firefly biology, the yellow 
could possibly be the real-
coded signal. In future, this 
should even be extended to 
other bioluminescent sys-
tems in the world,” said Dr. 
Barua. 

(The research team also 
included Upamanyu 
Sharma and Angana 

Goswami from the 
Department of Physics, 

Gauhati University, 
Guwahati.)

Video games, popular among 
kids in the 1990s, have made 
a comeback with the advent 

of virtual reality (VR) which gives 
users a sense of touch when aug-
mented with add-on instruments. 
A group of Indian engineers and 
neuroscientists has put these ad-
vances to use in a field which is not 
entertainment– recovery of stroke 
patients.

Stroke is one of the leading 
health problems and causes of 
disability in India. It affects mus-
cle weakness and movement dis-
abilities related to the upper limb. 
The rehabilitation of such patients 
usually involves physiotherapy 
involving repetitive exercises, but 
this has to be carried out by trained 
physiotherapists either at home or 
in hospitals. Lack of trained thera-
pists often poses a problem. The 
new, technology-assisted reha-
bilitation technique can help over-
come these challenges.

The technique developed by a 
group of researchers at the Indian 
Institute of Technology, Gandhina-
gar, is a computer-based exercise 
platform augmented with a feeling 
of touch. It is a performance-sensi-

tive platform that can intelligently 
adapt itself as per performance of 
patients.

The software of the platform 
consists of 48 templates of VR-
based ‘reaching’ and ‘coordination’ 
tasks that trigger abduction and 
adduction movement of the shoul-
der joint as prescribed in physi-
otherapy guidelines. These tasks in 
the video game have three difficul-
ty levels to suit severity of stroke. 
The hardware interface consists of 
a haptic stylus that provides tac-
tile feedback to users. In addition, 
the platform has modules for task 
switching and physiological data 
acquisition.

The video game tasks appear 
to be similar to what kids play but 
they have been designed for a spe-
cific purpose for stroke patients. 
For instance, the car navigation 
task requires users to tackle dy-
namic obstacles like a pedestrian 
crossing the road as well as static 
obstacles like tree pots at the edge 
of the road. This is a coordina-
tion task, designed for abduction 
movement of the shoulder joint. 
Similarly, ‘reaching’ task where 
participants have to puncture bal-
loons, avoiding dynamic and static 
obstacles, is supposed to spur ad-
duction movement. 

The technique has been tested 

in a set of six patients with chronic 
stroke, and has been found to be 
effective. The research results have 
been published in journal Compu-
ter Animation and Virtual Worlds.

“Unilateral shoulder abduc-
tion and adduction are essential 
for performing daily activities. 
In our experimental setup, while 
stroke patients interacted with our 
VR-based tasks, we recorded their 
physiological signals in a synchro-
nized manner. Results indicate the 
potential of using this adaptive 
and individualized system in per-
sons who had a stroke suffering 
from upper limb movement disor-
ders,” explained Dr Uttama Lahiri 
of IIT Gandhinagar, who led the 
team, while speaking to India Sci-
ence Wire.

The researchers said the sys-
tem can deliver real-time feed-
back on one's skill progress. The 
patients in the study interacted 
with the system for 30 minutes a 
day for a week. Results indicated 
that their performance improved 
in terms of better scores, reduced 
task completion time and reduced 
performance errors.

The system has been designed 
and tested as a technology plat-
form. More studies will have to be 
conducted for it to be tested as an 
intervention in stroke rehabilita-

tion. “Our study points out the 
novelty of the work. There are quite 
a few VR-based studies that have 
been designed for entertainment, 
but they are not adaptive to per-
formance like ours that makes our 
system unique. Therefore, it has the 
potential to be deployed as a low-
cost exercise platform for stroke 
patients in future,” said Dr Lahiri.

“Computer game-assisted up-
per limb recovery seems to be a 
novel method for assisting recov-
ery of brain functions after stroke. 
Such game-based recovery may 
help in precise motor unit acti-
vation which makes recovery ra-
tional and task-oriented,” com-
mented Dr Vijaya Nath Mishra, a 

stroke specialist at Sir Sunderlal 
Hospital, Banaras Hindu Univer-
sity, who is not connected with the 
study. However, he said, cost and 
affordability factors would have to 
be addressed for the new system to 
become a useful intervention.

(The research team included 
Uttama Lahiri, Ashish 

Dhiman, Dhaval Solanki (IIT 
Gandhinagar), Ashu Bhasin 

(All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences, New Delhi) and Abhijit 

Das (AMRI, Kolkata). The work 
was funded by the Department 

of Science and Technology 
(DST) under its Technology 

Interventions for Disabled and 
Elderly (TIDE) programme.)

1. Shall not buy votes with money.
2. Shall not insist/force Clan, Khel, Vil-

lage, and family to declare support for 
a  particular candidate.

3. Shall not bribe the voters with money 
or materials.

4. Shall not distribute party money or 
provide party-based development 
work during election time.

5. Shall not distribute alcohol, drugs, or 
other intoxicants to voters.

6. Shall not set up camps in colony/khel/
vlllage/town.

7. Shall not put up flags and posters on 
an individual household except in 
party office and house of the candi-
date.

8. Shall not provide feasting, picnic, or go 
for procession.

9. Shall not use force, intimidation and 
undue influence to the voters.

10. Shall not use the support of under-

ground/NPGs for threatening voters.
11. Shall have a dear and realistic mani-

festo.
12. Shall avoid house to house campaign.
13. Shall discipline the party workers and 

educate them with CEC instructed by 
the NBCC.

14. Shall not use/spread false propaganda 
for personal gain.

15. Shall not be involved in booth captur-
ing and any other activities which are 
unbecoming of any political party.

16. Shall  deliver peace,  justice, and devel-
opment for our people

17. Shall participate in the Common Plat-
forms organized by the Clean Election 
committee.

18. Shall support NBCC-CEC guidelines 
in letter and spirit, and cooperate with 
all the initiatives of  Association level 
CEC-Core Committee.

(Issued in public interest)

Pledge Signed by Political Parties 
and NBCC for Clean Elections
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Today, Aries, 
you might find yourself getting more irri-
tated than you usually would at the quirks of 
friends, colleagues, partners, and children. 

Nerves could be frayed and tempers around you fraz-
zled. At times like this it’s best to remain centered and 
make the effort to be your usual warm and friendly self. 
No lasting rifts are likely to result, but tension with oth-
ers can make for an uncomfortable day.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Temporary dif-
ficulties at home might cause you to want 
to stay and resolve them rather than go to 
work or anywhere else. However, Taurus, 

career matters may also be pressing, so you’re likely 
to be in a bit of a quandary. At this time, the wisest 
decision is likely to be to take care of your personal 
life first. Professional matters will still be waiting for 
you tomorrow.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Some rather un-
settling communications could come your 
way today, perhaps from out of state. This 
isn’t likely to be anything serious, Gemini, but 

it could be enough to put your nose a little out of joint. 
Changes in your neighborhood might interfere with 
your daily routine. A neighbor or relative could be ill and 
you might feel obligated to help them out a little. This is 
fine as long as you don’t commit to too much.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Some minor 
money matters may need to be handled 
today, Cancer, and you might find this ir-
ritating as you probably have other things 

you’d rather do. The situation could cause some petty 
friction with family members, but that will pass. How-
ever, you’ll be able to muster all your innate skills and 
get the money matters handled, which will leave the 
rest of the day to do what you want. Hang in there.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): The healing of a 
temporary rift with your partner is likely to 
take place today, with a lot of honest com-
munication and more apologies than are 

necessary. You might find that a lot of issues have 
come out in the open and that there is a new under-
standing between the two of you. A move could be 
coming up, Leo, or at least changes within the house-
hold you have now.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): The desire to go 
off by yourself and enjoy a little solitude 
is likely to be in conflict with the reality 
of your obligations today, Virgo. You could 

find yourself spacing out at times and unable to 
concentrate on any tasks at hand, so try to stay fo-
cused. Some irritating letters or phone calls could 
come your way, but nothing that you can’t deal 
with. See an exciting movie tonight.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Don’t expect any 
creative projects to go smoothly today, Libra. 
You could experience mental blocks that you 
find difficult to get beyond. Don’t let it get to 

you. The blocks will pass. Just put the project aside and 
get back to it later. A phone call from a friend might 
bring some disconcerting news that could cause you to 
want to pass it on to others. Before you do, make sure 
you have the facts straight.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Obligations to 
others could incline you toward staying home 
today, Scorpio, but important career issues 
could pull you in to work. This could cause some 

inner conflict, and you may have to face a choice. Only you 
can make that choice, but take care to be objective and take 
all the facts into consideration. Don’t get yourself all emo-
tionally worked up. This will only exacerbate the situation.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Today 
you’re likely to feel torn in two different direc-
tions, Sagittarius. A part of you could want 
to sequester yourself somewhere and read, 

while another part of you feels that you should get out, 
go somewhere, and do something. You may be more 
impatient than usual with squabbles between col-
leagues or family members. It might be a good idea to 
do some exercise during the day to work off the inner 
tensions. Relax with a good book in the evening!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Minor dif-
ficulties over money could put you in a state 
of frustration. The problems aren’t Earthshak-
ing, but they still need to be handled and 

could take up a lot of time that you’d rather spend doing 
something else. Giving in to your frustration could waste 
more time than simply handling the situation and moving 
on, however. Try to keep your cool, Capricorn. Take your 
problems in both hands, resolve them, and move on.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): An argument 
with your partner could have you feeling very 
disheartened and somewhat depressed today, 
Aquarius. Yet you probably are too shaken up to 

feel like discussing it with him or her. Spend the day keeping 
yourself busy and working off your frustration. Forget about 
it for a while, Aquarius. This should enable you to see the sit-
uation more objectively, so that you’ll be in the proper frame 
of mind to kiss and make up when the evening comes.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You might wake 
up this morning feeling a little less than your 
usual self, Pisces, and you might not be able 
to figure out why. There could be some sort 

of minor physical imbalance or you might be suffering 
from eyestrain. This could put you a little out of sorts with 
yourself and everyone else, particularly if you’re stressed 
about work responsibilities. Avoid computers, if possible, 
and take time during the day to run or go for a brisk walk.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Melinda Wenner Moyer | Aeon

On Friday afternoons, Robert Moir, a 
neurologist at Massachusetts Gen-
eral Hospital in Boston, indulges in 

what he calls his ‘play hour’. He doesn’t go to 
the gym or head to the bar; he plops down 
in front of his computer – OK, yes, usually 
with a beer in hand – and directs his brows-
er to PubMed, the US National Library of 
Medicine’s database of study abstracts from 
life-science journals. Then he hunts around 
for hidden gems: studies that might provide 
a fresh perspective or lead him down a new 
research path. On 11 May 2007, Moir stum-
bled across a set of studies while sipping a 
Sam Adams that would change the course 
of his career. 

Moir studies Alzheimer’s disease; more 
specifically, he investigates beta-amyloid, 
the protein that clumps into big, gnarly 
plaques in the brains of Alzheimer’s pa-
tients. According to the prevailing dogma 
known as the amyloid cascade hypothesis, 
the build-up of beta-amyloid in the brain 
directly causes Alzheimer’s – it sparks the 
accumulation of tau tangles (a primary 
marker for the disease) inside neurons, 
leading to cell death and, eventually, de-
mentia. Nothing good comes from amyloid 
plaques, most scientists contend. They are 
nothing but devastating biological acci-
dents.

What Moir discovered on that fate-
ful day challenged this idea. He stumbled 
across a series of findings about LL-37, a 
peptide that plays a crucial role in innate 
immunity, the body’s quick-firing defence 
against invading pathogens. ‘What I was 
struck by immediately was the fact that this 
thing – it didn’t have the same genetic se-
quence as beta-amyloid, but its behaviour 
was extraordinarily similar,’ Moir recalls. 
He began compiling a list of the molecular 
characteristics that the two proteins shared; 
it grew to be four pages long. His discovery 
pointed towards a radical idea: that beta-
amyloid, like the crucial immune peptide, 
might ultimately be a good guy, part of the 
brain’s defence against whatever villain was 
leading it down the path to Alzheimer’s.

Moir and his colleagues have since 
published a series of studies – the latest in 
March 2016 in Science Translational Medi-
cine – showing that beta-amyloid acts as 
a potent pathogen-fighting molecule in 
the brain. They’ve reported, among other 
things, that mouse brains accumulate amy-
loid plaques within hours of catching infec-
tions, and that these plaques help them to 
live longer. They’ve also watched beta-amy-
loid directly kill pathogens in the lab.

Their findings lend new support to a 
controversial idea, known as the ‘pathogen 
hypothesis’, which has tantalised a small 
cadre of researchers for decades. It posits 
that microbes play an important role in 
Alzheimer’s disease and that beta-amyloid 
plaques are actually soldiers in the body’s 
fight against them – a fight that eventu-
ally goes haywire, causing mass brain-cell 
death. In a 2015 meta-analysis of 25 pub-
lished studies, researchers in Australia re-
ported that people who have been infected 
by certain types of bacteria are 10 times 
more likely to develop Alzheimer’s disease; 
in March 2016, 33 international research-
ers co-signed an editorial in the Journal of 
Alzheimer’s Disease imploring others to 
seriously consider that Alzheimer’s could 
have an infectious cause.

Yet most scientists continue to dismiss 
the pathogen hypothesis as far-fetched 
– it’s an idea, they say, supported mainly 
by correlative studies involving a small 
number of brains. That might be true, but 
it’s worth also contemplating the hurdles 
that researchers face when investigating 
unorthodox ideas and the burden of proof 
that would be needed to convince naysay-
ers. The technological limitations of brain 
research are immense – scientists can’t just 
go prodding around inside the brains of liv-
ing people – and hunting for microbes there 
is even harder because so many pathogens 
hide inside cells and sometimes embed 
themselves in our genomes. Even when sci-
entists identify robust ways to investigate 
the pathogen hypothesis, they don’t always 
get funded to perform the experiment; if 

they do, they then struggle to get their 
findings published. Moir’s 2016 paper, for 
instance, was rejected six times without 

review before finally being accepted. ‘It was 
brutal,’ he recalls.

Complicating the issue further, if a re-
lationship between infections and Alzhe-
imer’s does exist, it will almost certainly 
be complex and multifactorial – microbes 
might just be a first step in a long cascade of 
events involving genes, inflammation and 
other environmental factors, which makes 
the idea still harder to investigate and easier 
to misunderstand.

Whether the pathogen hypothesis has 
merit is still very much an open question. 
But it’s crucial to disentangle the weak-
nesses of the theory from the limitations of 
science and the biases of those who are so 
quick to dismiss it.

The notion that infections can invade the 
brain and influence cognition is neither new 
nor unproven. In 1911, Alois Alzheimer him-
self noted the similarities between the brains 
of people with syphilis-induced dementia 
and those with Alzheimer’s. If syphilis fes-
ters in the body for more than a decade, the 
corkscrew-shaped bacterium that causes it 
invades and damages the brain, sparking the 
creation of amyloid plaques and inducing 
dementia. Herpes simplex encephalitis, a 
rare complication of herpes simplex 1 (HSV-
1, the virus that causes cold sores), can cause 
brain damage; tick-borne Lyme disease can 
spark memory loss and brain inflammation; 
HIV over time causes dementia; and then 
there is Zika, the mosquito-borne virus that 
can invade developing brains, limiting their 
size and development.

The more scientists learn, the more they 
discover that the brain – historically con-
sidered a sterile organ protected by the im-
penetrable blood-brain barrier – often gets 
infiltrated by microbes. They gain access in 
a number of ways: HSV-1 infects the cor-
nea of the eye and then invades cells in the 
trigeminal nerve, which travels to the brain. 
HIV takes a ‘Trojan horse’ approach – it in-
fects immune cells in the blood that then 
cross into the brain. The parasite Toxoplas-
ma gondii, which has been shown to infect 
nearly one-quarter of the US population, 
sneaks into the brain via endothelial cells. 
And some oral bacteria – those implicated 
in cavities and gingivitis – sneak in via the 
olfactory bulb, a highly innervated area ad-
jacent to the brain.

These studies don’t prove that infections 
cause Alzheimer’s – they simply suggest 

that the two are associated with one 
another

The first researcher to document mi-
crobes in the brains of Alzheimer’s patients 
was the pathologist Alan MacDonald, 
whose interest was galvanised by the death 
of his grandfather, who had Alzheimer’s. 
In a letter to the editor of the Journal of 
the American Medical Association in 1986, 
MacDonald, then at Southampton Hospi-
tal in Long Island, described discovering 
the bacteria that cause Lyme disease inside 
the brains of two deceased dementia pa-
tients. He later cultured live Lyme bacteria 
from several other Alzheimer’s brains. Sev-
en years later, in 1993, the neurologist and 
neuropathologist Judith Miklossy, then at 
the University of Lausanne in Switzerland, 
isolated Lyme bacteria from the brains of 14 
patients with Alzheimer’s, yet was unable to 
find the same bacteria in 13 non-Alzheim-
er’s brains.

Chlamydia pneumoniae, which causes 
pneumonia, is another brain pathogen that 
has been linked to Alzheimer’s. Most people 
who contract this bacteria develop chronic 
latent infections in which the microbes 
hide silently, often for years, inside their 
cells. In one study, Brian Balin, now the di-
rector of the Center for Chronic Disorders 
of Aging at the Philadelphia College of Oste-
opathic Medicine, and his colleagues found 
C. pneumoniae DNA in the brains of 17 of 
19 Alzheimer’s brains but in only 1 of 19 
non-diseased brains, although some stud-
ies have been unable to replicate their find-
ings. Meanwhile, in the UK, the neurobiol-
ogist Ruth Itzhaki and her colleagues at the 
University of Manchester have been study-
ing the relationship between HSV-1 and 
Alzheimer’s for more than 20 years. They 

have shown that a person’s risk for Alzhe-
imer’s is 12 times higher if he has HSV-1 in 
his brain as well as the APOE4 gene variant, 
which, among other things, increases the 
transmissibility of the virus into the brain. 
Fungi, too, have been found to lurk inside 
neurons in Alzheimer’s brains.

These studies don’t prove that infec-
tions cause Alzheimer’s – they simply sug-
gest that the two are associated with one 
another. It’s possible, for instance, that the 
brains of people with Alzheimer’s become 
especially vulnerable to infection, such that 
the causal arrow points the opposite way. 
Yet some studies do suggest that infections 
come first. Moir’s study showed that beta-
amyloid plaques accumulated in mouse 
brains only after salmonella infection; the 
same sequence of events took place when 
Balin and his colleagues infected the brains 
of live mice with C. pneumoniae in 2014. 
Other studies have reported that people 
who have antibodies in their blood indi-
cating a recent reactivation of HSV-1 – the 
virus periodically emerges from its latent 
state – are more than twice as likely as peo-
ple without such antibodies to develop 
Alzheimer’s many years later.

Most proponents of the pathogen hy-
pothesis don’t suggest that infections work 
alone to cause Alzheimer’s disease, nor do 
they think that Alzheimer’s can be ‘caught’ 
like a cold. They instead argue that infec-
tions – perhaps a number of different types 
– can spark a cascade of events that, over 
time, can culminate in the disease. ‘These 
microbes might not serve as specific caus-
es, per se, of the disease, but rather as con-
tributors to a degenerative process,’ says 
Mady Hornig, director of translational re-
search at Columbia University’s Center for 
Infection and Immunity.

The process could start like this: the 
brain gets injured or infected and then re-
sponds by accumulating beta-amyloid 
plaques to repair the problem. The idea 
that beta-amyloid might be protective was 
first proposed in a 2002 paper by the Aus-
tralian neurologists Stephen Robinson and 
Glenda Bishop, who noted, among other 
things, that amyloid plaques accumulate 
after serious brain injury. (The beta-amy-
loid peptide also has not changed much 
over the past 400 million years and is found 
in most vertebrates, which further sup-
ports the idea that it has an important job.) 
Moir’s 2016 study in Science Translational 
Medicine shows that, indeed, beta-amyloid 
peptides protect the brain from microbes 
by first attaching themselves to pathogens, 
then creating fibrils that wrap around and 
entrap the microbes. Within hours of inject-
ing salmonella into mouse brains, Moir and 
his colleagues saw widespread beta-amy-
loid plaques appear.

The blood-brain barrier becomes more 
permeable with age; maybe microbes have 

an easier time crossing it later in life
When enough beta-amyloid plaques 

accumulate after an infection, though, they 
start creating their own problems. ‘Long 
after the pathogen is dead, the amyloid 
plaque remains and causes this cascade of 
inflammation,’ Moir explains. As some of 
his colleagues at Massachusetts General 
Hospital showed in a 2014 paper in Nature, 
amyloid plaques lead to the production 
of tau tangles, which directly kill neurons. 
Plaques also alert microglia, the brain’s 
immune watchdogs, to the fact that some-
thing has gone awry; the microglia then 
spring into attack mode, releasing immune 
chemicals and reactive oxygen species 
that are designed to kill microbes but also 
harm neurons as collateral damage. ‘It’s this 
friendly fire that’s probably killing many 
more neurons than the original pathology 
that triggered the response,’ explains Ru-
dolph Tanzi, director of the Genetics and 
Aging Research Unit at Massachusetts Gen-
eral Hospital and one of Moir’s close col-
leagues.

It’s also possible, some researchers pos-
it, that infections outside the brain could in-
fluence Alzheimer’s risk. ‘There are circuits 
in the brain that are activated by the pres-
ence of a systemic infection, and systemic 
infections “talk” to the brain not by the in-
fection getting into the brain but by com-
munication along a number of different 

routes,’ says V Hugh Perry, a neuropatholo-
gist at the University of Southampton in 
the UK. Some microbes might trigger the 
activation of immune molecules outside 
the brain that then travel into the brain, in-
fluencing it; others might cause the body to 
create self-attacking antibodies that dam-
age brain cells. A 2015 study published in 
the European Journal of Neurology found 
that people with antibodies to common 
systemic infections are indeed at a height-
ened risk for Alzheimer’s disease.

But even if Alzheimer’s is initially 
sparked by some kind of infection, disease 
risk is undoubtedly shaped by other fac-
tors, too. Age is an important one: most 
people don’t develop the disease until after 
65. Research suggests that the blood-brain 
barrier becomes more permeable with age, 
so it’s possible that microbes have an easier 
time crossing it later in life. Microglia also 
become more overzealous with age, mak-
ing inflammatory responses more potent 
and dangerous. Genes play a crucial role 
too; some early onset forms of Alzheimer’s 
are caused solely by rare genetic muta-
tions, while other gene variants can make 
the brain slightly more vulnerable to the 
effects of infection, make inflammatory re-
sponses to infection more damaging, or, as 
with APOE4, affect the ability of pathogens 
to cross into the brain. The bottom line is 
that even if infections do play a causal role 
in Alzheimer’s, a person’s risk will be shaped 
by other factors, which makes the whole 
process much harder to piece together. 

Despite more than two decades of re-
search on the pathogen hypothesis, it has 
rarely been discussed in Alzheimer’s circles. 
In a 2016 paper published in the 60th-anni-
versary issue of the Journal of Neurochem-
istry, researchers discussed six alternative 
hypotheses on the causes of Alzheimer’s 
disease – ones that compete with the reign-
ing amyloid cascade model – but the path-
ogen hypothesis was not included among 
them. Certainly, the pathogen hypothesis 
has only limited, correlative evidence in its 
support. But the amyloid cascade hypoth-
esis has some compelling direct evidence 
against it.

The amyloid cascade hypothesis was 
born in 1992 with the discovery that mu-
tations in the protein precursor for beta-
amyloid, known as APP, cause early onset 
forms of Alzheimer’s. People with Down’s 
syndrome, who have three copies of the 
gene that makes APP, are also at especially 
high-risk for early onset disease. These 
findings suggest that when the body’s ge-
netic instructions tell it to make extra be-
ta-amyloid, Alzheimer’s ensues. But most 
Alzheimer’s sufferers do not have this ge-
netic, early onset disease. Most have what 
is known as ‘sporadic’ Alzheimer’s, which 
typically arises later in life. It tells a differ-
ent story.

According to the amyloid cascade hy-
pothesis, the brain’s accumulation of beta-
amyloid plaques is the primary cause of 
sporadic Alzheimer’s disease. By this defini-
tion, then, brains overflowing with plaques 
should have Alzheimer’s. But often they 
don’t: postmortem studies show that one-
quarter to one-third of non-Alzheimer’s-
diseased elder brains are filled with amy-
loid plaques, too.

Interestingly, the behaviour of micro-
glia, the brain’s resident immune cells, can 
in part distinguish these so-called ‘resilient’ 
brains from brains that have Alzheimer’s. In 
a 2013 study, researchers at Harvard Uni-
versity analysed 50 brains, some of which 
came from people who did not have Alzhe-
imer’s yet had beta-amyloid plaques. They 
found that one key difference between the 
resilient brains and the diseased brains was 
that the former had much fewer activated 
microglia.

Conceding that the pathogen hypothesis 
has merit means admitting that the field 
has been wrong about Alzheimer’s for a 

very long time
If the amyloid cascade hypothesis is 

correct, then it would also follow that re-
moving amyloid plaques from the brains 
of Alzheimer’s patients should ameliorate 
symptoms – or at least not make them 
worse. But this, too, isn’t the case. Out of 
145 beta-amyloid-reducing drugs tested 

in Alzheimer’s clinical trials between 2002 
and 2012, none slowed progression of the 
disease, even though some did successfully 
reduce beta-amyloid levels. ‘It would make 
sense to propose that it is time to reject the 
amyloid cascade hypothesis and search for 
alternative explanations for the cause(s) 
of human Alzheimer’s disease,’ wrote Karl 
Herrup, a molecular neuroscientist at the 
Hong Kong University of Science and Tech-
nology, in a 2015 commentary published in 
Nature Neuroscience. ‘Instead of rejecting 
the hypothesis, however, the field has es-
sentially redefined the disease. The result 
is a dangerous circular logic that is holding 
back the field.’

Why do researchers reject the pathogen 
hypothesis for a lack of evidence yet sup-
port a theory that lacks supporting data 
too? In a reply to one of Miklossy’s early 
papers, a group of Alzheimer’s researchers 
explained that they ‘remain skeptical and 
even incredulous at the thought that such 
an etiology for such an important and ex-
haustively studied disease could have been 
overlooked by so many including ourselves’. 
Put another way: conceding that the patho-
gen hypothesis has merit means admitting 
that the field has been wrong about Alzhe-
imer’s for a very long time.

There might be deeper psychological 
barriers to accepting the pathogen hypoth-
esis as well. Time and time again, scientists 
have had trouble accepting that microbes 
can cause common diseases. One particu-
larly famous example involves gastric ulcers: 
although the internist Barry Marshall and 
the pathologist Robin Warren had isolated H. 
pylori bacteria from the guts of people with 
ulcers in the 1980s in Australia, and antibiot-
ics had been successfully used to cure ulcers 
in some hospitals in the late 1940s, main-
stream scientists refused to believe that they 
could have an infectious cause. Marshall 
eventually convinced the world by drinking 
a concoction of the bacteria himself, which 
gave him gastritis, the precursor to an ul-
cer, which he then cured with antibiotics. It 
also took half a century’s worth of studies to 
convince the scientific establishment that 
rheumatic fever was caused by streptococcal 
bacteria, in part because there is a confusing 
months-long lag between bacterial infection 
and disease onset.

Considering that the neurodegenera-
tive process that leads to Alzheimer’s likely 
takes years, if not decades, and that it also 
involves other factors, it is not terribly sur-
prising that the idea has been so difficult to 
accept. ‘We tend to gravitate toward parsi-
monious answers to complex questions in 
all walks of life, and our quest to solve the 
perplexing mysteries of neurodegenerative 
diseases is perhaps no different,’ Hornig ex-
plains. ‘Tracing the path from an infection 
to a disease as complex as Alzheimer’s re-
quires substantial tolerance for caveats and 
an appreciation of how factors from the en-
vironment, including infections, might lead 
to different brain outcomes.’

It’s ironic, because some scientists reject 
the pathogen hypothesis precisely because 
they oversimplify it – they say that infec-
tion can’t be a cause if age or genes influ-
ence disease risk too, or that HSV-1 can’t be 
involved since it’s far too common. What 
these straw-man arguments really reveal is 
that many scientists haven’t taken the time 
to appreciate the nuances and complexity 
of the idea.

History and bias aside, though, the 
pathogen hypothesis certainly prompts 
more questions than it provides answers. 
The field needs a lot more research – rigor-
ous research – before anyone can know for 
sure whether infections are causally related 
to Alzheimer’s.

The science won’t be easy to do either, 
for a number of reasons. Researchers can 
study the brains of people with sporadic 
Alzheimer’s only once the disease process is 
established – no one knows who is going to 
get the disease in advance – which means 
that they can’t watch the first events unfold. 
‘You know what’s there at the end,’ says 
Heather Snyder, senior director of scientific 
and medical operations at the non-profit 
Alzheimer’s Association, ‘but because of the 
complexity of the brain, being able to move 
back in time has been a real challenge.’

To be continued...

A Bug for Alzheimer’s?



NEWS IN BRIEF
Ex-UP minister dies of cardiac arrest
Aligarh (UP), Feb. 16 (PTI): Former Uttar Pradesh 
minister and senior Samajwadi Party leader Khwaja 
Haleem passed away at a hospital in New Delhi after 
suffering a cardiac arrest, his family sources said. He 
was 75 and is survived by his wife, two daughters 
and a son. Haleem died last night and his body 
would be laid to rest at his family graveyard, near 
the Eidgah grounds this afternoon, they said. The 
former state minister suffered a massive heart at-
tack last Friday and was admitted to the Jawaharlal 
Nehru Medical College Hospital in Aligarh. As his 
condition deteriorated, he was shifted a hospital 
in New Delhi on Monday afternoon. Haleem, who 
belongs to a family of freedom fighters, completed 
his masters degree from the Aligarh Muslim Univer-
sity in 1969. He started his political career with the 
Youth Congress in the early 1970s. He later joined 
the Lok Dal and was elected to the Vidhan Sabha 
from Aligarh Assembly constituency in 1980. He 
remained a Mulayam Singh loyalist ever since, and 
was elected twice for the Vidhan Parishad. In 1990, 
Haleem was appointed as the chairman of Uttar 
Pradesh Minority Commission and was the mem-
ber of the Samajwadi Party Central Committee for 
nearly two decades. 

Pak claims destroying Indian Army 
post; killing five soldiers 
Islamabad, Feb. 16 (PTI): Pakistan has claimed that 
its troops destroyed an Indian Army post in Tatta 
Pani sector across the Line of Control (LoC) and 
killed five soldiers. Pakistan Army Spokesman Major 
General Asif Ghaffor in a tweet late last night also 
shared a video clip purportedly showing bombing 
of the Indian Army post and smoke billowing from 
the site after it was hit by fire. “Indian Army post on 
LoC targeting innocent citizens destroyed by Pak 
Army troops in Tatta Pani (Hot Spring) sector. Five 
Indian soldiers killed, many injured. Indian terror-
ism against innocent citizens shall be responded 
befittingly, Ghaffor tweeted. However, an Indian 
Army official in New Delhi said the Pakistan Army’s 
claim is “baseless”. Earlier, in a statement the Paki-
stan army spokesman said that India’s “unethical 
and unprofessional” approach across the LoC is 
terrorising civilians. Pakistan yesterday summoned 
India’s Deputy High Commissioner J P Singh to 
condemn the “unprovoked firing” by Indian troops 
across the LoC which allegedly resulted in the death 
of a driver of a van carrying school children.

Private bus operators in Kerala start 
indefinite strike 
Thiruvananthapuram, Feb. 16 (PTI): Contending 
that the hike in bus fare announced by the Kerala 
government was insufficient, private bus operators 
across the state began an indefinite strike today 
demanding further increase in fares. According to 
bus association sources, nearly 14,500 private buses, 
that come under 12 different organisations, were 
taking part in the strike. One of their main demands 
was to fix the minimum fare at Rs 10 and also a 50 
per cent hike in concession for students, Kerala 
Private Bus Operators Association president M B 
Sathyan said. The stir caused hardship to public, 
especially in certain parts of the state which largely 
depend on private buses. State-run Kerala State 
Transport Corporation operated more bus serv-
ices for the benefit of passengers. According to the 
revised rates announced by the state government 
on February 14, the minimum fare for an ordinary 
bus will be Rs 8, up from Rs 7, and for fast passen-
ger services, the fare will be Rs 11 instead of Rs 10. 
Along with minimum fare, charges per kilometre 
for all category of services have also been increased. 
The revised bus fare would come into affect from 
March 1.
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SC reduces Tamil Nadu’s Cauvery water share 

Don’t think of me as PM but as friend — PM to students INX Media PMLA case: ED raids in Chennai
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scam; calls it ‘biggest bank loot’
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Prime Minister answerable 
for PNB scam; says AAP
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Cauvery river flowing in to Kallanai Dam in Tiruchirapalli district of Tamil Nadu. 

PTI

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaks during an interactive session-
’Pariksha Par Charcha’ with school and college students at Talkatora 
Stadium in New Delhi, on Friday.

New Delhi , Feb. 16 
(IANS): In a setback to 
Tamil Nadu, the Supreme 
Court on Friday reduced 
its share of the Cauvery 
river water to 177.25 thou-
sand million cubic feet 
(TMC), down from 192 
TMC allocated by a Tribu-
nal in 2007.

A bench of Chief Jus-
tice Dipak Misra, Justice 
Amitava Roy and Justice 
A.M. Khanwilkar reduced 
the share of the state as 
it noted that the Cauvery 
Tribunal had not taken 
into account the 20 TMC 
of ground water available 
in Tamil Nadu’s side of the 
river basin.

“In totality, we deem 
it appropriate to award 
to the State of Karnataka 
an additional 14.75 TMC 
of water, i.e., 10 TMC (on 
account of availability of 
ground water in Tamil 
Nadu) + 4.75 TMC (for 
drinking and domestic 
purposes including such 
need for the whole city 
of Bengaluru),” the court 
said in its order.

In view of the alloca-
tion of an additional 14.75 

TMC of water to Karna-
taka, the court said: “The 
State of Karnataka would 
now be required to re-
lease 177.25 TMC of water 
at the inter-state border 
with Tamil Nadu, i.e., at 
Billigundulu.”

Justifying the cut in 
the share of Tamil Nadu, 
the court pointed to the 
empirical data which sug-
gested that around 20 

TMC of groundwater was 
available in Tamil Nadu 
-- a position which the 
Tribunal did not take into 
account describing it as a 
“conjecture”.

Therefore, the share 
of Karnataka has been 
increased by 14.75 TMC, 
which includes increased 
allocation for “global” city 
of Bengaluru for drinking 
purposes.

“Drinking water re-
quirement of the over-
all population of all the 
States has to be placed on 
a higher pedestal as we 
treat it as a hierarchically 
fundamental principle of 
equitable distribution,” 
said Chief Justice Dipak 
Misra speaking for the 
bench.

Allocating 4.75 TMC 
to Bengaluru, the judg-

New Delhi, Feb. 16 (PTI): 
He was a pupil and they 
examiners for the day, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi told students across 
the country today while 
stressing on the impor-
tance of confidence and 
concentration in dealing 
with exam stress.

The prime minister’s 
“Pareeksha pe charcha”, 
ahead of the Class 10 and 
12 board examinations, 
was held at the Talkatora 
Stadium here. The Prime 
Minister’s Office (PMO) 
had received thousands 
of questions from stu-
dents across the country, 
ranging from stress and 
parental pressure to yoga 
and how to deal with the 
competition.

New Delhi, Feb. 16 (PTI): The CBI 
today registered a fresh FIR against 
the Gitanjali Group promoted by 
Mehul Choksi, uncle of billionaire 
jeweller Nirav Modi, following a 
complaint from Punjab National 
Bank, and also approached the 
Interpol to locate them.

Officials said the fresh FIR was 
based on a complaint from the PNB 
dated February 13. According to it, 
the alleged loss to PNB was over Rs 
4,886 crore, they said.

The agency today also carried 
out searches on the premises of 
the Gitanjali Group at 20 places in 
Mumbai, Pune, Surat, Jaipur, Hy-
derabad and Coimbatore.

“Searches are at locations be-
longing to Gitanjali group of Mehul 
Choksy, other directors of the ac-
cused companies and other group 
factories and plants including of-
fices, factories and residences,” a 
CBI spokesperson said here today.

It is alleged that the accused 
PNB officials in conspiracy with 
private persons sent unauthorised 
Letters of Undertaking (LoUs) and 
Foreign Letters of Credit to over-
seas branches of Indian banks for 
release of funds to accused compa-
nies’ suppliers or to clear liabilities 
of accused companies.

The officials also said the central 

agency approached the Interpol 
with a request for issuing Diffusion 
Notice which was aimed at locating 
an individual.

“This (diffusion) is less formal 
than a notice but is also used to 
request the arrest or location of an 
individual or additional informa-
tion in relation to a police inves-
tigation. A diffusion is circulated 
directly by an NCB (CBI in this case) 
to the member countries of their 
choice, or to the entire INTERPOL 
membership and is simultaneously 
recorded in Interpol s Information 
System,” the website of Interpol 
says.

The CBI was confident about 
getting a location of Modi and his 
family by today, they said.

Modi, who was alleged to have 
carried out fraudulent transactions 
worth over Rs 11,400 crore in PNB, 
had left the country in the first week 
of January.

The 46-year old, who holds an 
Indian passport, left India on Janu-
ary 1, while his brother Nishal, a 
Belgian citizen, departed from the 
country on same day.

However, whether they travelled 
together has to be probed, they 
said.

Modi’s wife Ami, a US citizen, 
left on January 6 and his business 

Mehul Choksi left on January 4, the 
officials said.

The CBI and the Enforcement 
Directorate have approached the 
government seeking revocation of 
passports of Modi and Choksi.

The billionaire diamond mer-
chant, a regular on the lists of rich 
and famous Indians since 2013, was 
booked by the CBI, along with wife, 
brother and Choksi on January 31, 
for allegedly cheating the state-run 
PNB to the tune of Rs 280 crore.

The bank again approached the 
CBI within a fortnight of the first 
complaint giving details of more 
transactions which were over Rs 
11,400 crore.

The question as to why the PNB 
did not send a complaint to the CBI 
and decided to give it in tranches 
is also under the scanner of the 
agency, they said.

The bank has claimed in three 
complaints to the CBI that so far it 
has detected 150 Letters of Under-
taking (LoUs) which were fraudu-
lently issued by its officials in con-
nivance with Modi and the other 
accused in the case, the officials 
said.

An LoU is a letter of comfort 
issued by one bank to branches of 
other banks, based on which for-
eign branches offer credit to buyers.

New Delhi , Feb. 16 
(IANS): The Congress on 
Friday continued its bel-
ligerent attack on Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and claimed that the PNB 
fraud of over Rs 11,000 
crore was India’s biggest 
“bank loot scam” and has 
got bigger to touch Rs 
21,306 crore.

The party asked why 
the government was si-
lent on the issue and how 
did it and the agencies 
permit billionaire dia-
mond merchant Nirav 
Modi, his uncle Mehul 
Choksi and others to 
leave India.

“Punjab National 
Bank has already admit-
ted exposure of Rs 11,400 
crore in the 293 ‘Letters of 
Undertaking’ (LoUs).

“In addition, expo-
sure of 30 banks in loans 
extended to four compa-
nies -- Firestar Interna-
tional Private Limited, 
Firestar Diamond Fze, 
Gitanjali Gems Limited 
and Gitanjali Exports 
Corporation -- is Rs 9.906 
crore,” Congress spokes-
person Randeep Singh 

Surjewala told media-
persons.

“Thus, total exposure 
comes to Rs 21,306 crore.”

The leader also said: 
“In addition to this, PNB 
stock has depreciated 
eroding Rs 7,000 crore 
in value. Incidentally, 
government owns 57 per 
cent shares in PNB and 
the remaining is owned 
by financial institutions/
common investors. If you 
add the erosion of value, 
total exposure comes to 
Rs 28,306 crore.”

“Experts estimate 
this exposure to be in the 
range of Rs 3,000/Rs 5,000 
crore. This will further 
enhance the total figure of 
the scam,” he added.

The Congress asked 
what is the total loss to the 
banks and posed more 
questions. 

“Did the Prime Minis-
ter, PMO, ED, Corporate 
Affairs Ministry, SFIO, 
SEBI and governments of 
Maharashtra and Gujarat 
have prior knowledge of 
the scam as early as on 
May 7, 2015? Why did they 
not take action?

New Delhi, Feb. 16 (IANS): Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) Rajya Sabha 
member Sanjay Singh has been 
slapped with a Rs 5,000 crore defa-
mation notice for making “false, 
distorted and malicious insinua-
tions” against the Reliance Group.

The notice by the Reliance 
Group of companies sent to the 
AAP leader refers to Singh’s Febru-
ary 13 press briefing in which he 
had raised “issues” regarding the 
purchase of 36 Rafael fighter jets 
from France in a government-to-
government contract.

It said the press briefing con-
tained statements about the group 
that “are per se defamatory and 
constitute serious libel”.

The business group, it said, had 
“been seriously defamed and suf-
fered considerable damage to their 
reputation and goodwill”.

“Our clients reserve the rights 
to claim damages which at present 
they estimate at Rs 5,000 crore. The 

press briefing has grossly preju-
diced and/or eroded and/or af-
fected the image and/or reputation 
of our clients and their group of 
companies and exposed them to 
contempt,” said the notice sent 
through a Reliance counsel.

Claiming that the briefing by 
Singh was “clearly a motivated cam-
paign... at the instance of corporate 
rivals to deliberately besmirch” the 
Reliance Group and “prejudicially 
affect their commercial interests”, 
the notice said Singh as a custodian 
of public interests should have spo-
ken “based only on irrefutable evi-
dence”. “You seem to be under the 
mistaken impression that freedom 
of expression gives you the licence 
to behave irresponsibly and make 
false, misleading and distorted 
statements to suit your political 
interests.”

It quoted Singh as saying that a 
“contract worth Rs 22,000 crore to 
manufacture parts of the jets has 

been awarded to Anil Ambani’s 
Reliance Defence, which he (Singh) 
said lacked experience of even one 
year in the respective field.

“This all proves beyond doubt 
that this deal is the deal of scams.”

The notice said that Singh had 
“deliberately” ignored the fact that 
Reliance Defence and its associ-
ated companies have 35 industrial 
licences to manufacture defence-
related products.

The group also owns India’s 
largest shipyard in the private sec-
tor in Gujarat which is also the sec-
ond largest dry dock in the world 
“with assets worth thousands of 
crores”. It also said that Reliance 
was also awarded a contract for 
five warships from the Indian Navy 
in May 2011 besides other de-
fence contracts it had won through 
competitive processes. The notice 
sought an “unconditional apology 
and retraction of the press brief-
ing” from the AAP leader.

New Delhi, Feb. 16 
(IANS): Human rights 
organisation Amnesty 
International has urged 
Canadian Prime Min-
ister Justin Trudeau to 
raise the threatened ex-
pulsion of Rohingyas 
from India during his 
upcoming visit here, 
along with issues like 
use of pellet guns in 
Jammu and Kashmir 
and justice to 1984 anti-
Sikh riots victims.

According to a state-
ment,  Amnesty In-
ternational India and 
Amnesty International 
Canada are raising key 
human rights concerns 
in both countries, and 
have called on both 
leaders to recognise 

that progress toward 
ensuring justice, liberty 
and equality for all must 
be placed at the core of 
bilateral engagement 
and cooperation.

The issues men-
tioned in the letter to 
Trudeau include pos-
sible forced mass expul-
sion of Rohingya people 
from India, justice and 
accountability for 1984 
Sikh massacre, use of 
pellet-firing shotguns in 
Kashmir, demonisation 
of religious minorities, 
and for criminalisation 
of marital rape. 

It also asked him 
to press for decrimi-
nalisation of consen-
sual gay sex between 
adults. 

New Delhi, Feb. 16 (IANS): 
Alleging that despite Cen-
tre’s knowledge, bank-
ing scam kingpin Nirav 
Modi was successful in 
fleeing the country after 
duping PNB of Rs 11,515 
crore, the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) on Friday said 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is answerable for 
the fraud.

Party leader Dilip Pan-
dey told a media confer-
ence here that no action 
was taken against the dia-
mond trader even though 
the Finance Ministry and 
the Prime Minister knew 
about Punjab National 
Bank (PNB)’s complaint 
against him with the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI).

Pandey quoted me-
dia reports suggesting 
that Dinesh Dubey, a 
former Director of Al-
lahabad Bank, had in 
September 2013 written 
mails to the Deputy Gov-
ernor of Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) and the 
then Financial Services 
Secretary over unsanc-
tioned loans being given 
to Mehul Choksi, uncle 
of Nirav Modi.

From the Congress 
era, “junior Modi (Nirav 
Modi)’s involvement in 
corruption was known”, 
he said, referring to Prime 
Minister Modi as “senior 
Modi”.

“A ‘Modi Desh Looto 
Yojna’ is going in this 
country,” he added.“

“Today, I am a student 
and you are my examiner. 
You can give me marks 
out of 10 later. Don’t 
think of me as the prime 
minister but as a friend,” 
Modi said, responding to 
questions from the stu-
dents gathered at the sta-
dium as well as those who 
wrote in their queries and 
doubts.

Answering a ques-
tion on how to handle 
the stress some students 
undergo even after prepa-
ration, Modi said, We all 
prepare honestly but if 
we don t have confidence, 
we tend to forget things at 
the last minute. Self confi-
dence comes by challeng-
ing ourselves and working 
hard. 

New Delhi, Feb. 16 (PTI): The ED 
today carried out fresh searches 
against people allegedly linked to 
Karti Chidambaram, son of senior 
Congress leader P Chidambaram, 
in connection with the INX Media 
money laundering case, officials 
said.

They said the raids were being 
conducted at three premises in 
Chennai under provisions of the 
Prevention of Money Laundering 
Act (PMLA), the anti-money laun-
dering law.

The searches were carried out 
against people allegedly linked to 
Karti Chidambaram, they added.

The former Union minister’s 
son was questioned for over 10 
hours yesterday in this case in Delhi 
by the Enforcement Directorate.

The central probe agency had 
carried out searches in this case 
earlier too. It had registered a mon-

ey laundering case against Karti 
Chidambaram and others in May 
last year.

It had registered an Enforce-
ment Case Information Report 
(ECIR), the ED’s equivalent of a 
police FIR, against the accused who 
were also named in a CBI com-
plaint, including Karti Chidambar-
am, INX Media and its directors 
-- Peter and Indrani Mukerjea.

The ECIR was lodged under 
the provisions of the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act (PMLA).

The ED is probing the alleged 
“proceeds of crime” generated in 
this case.

It was the ED which had pro-
vided information about the al-
leged illegal payments made by INX 
Media, based on which the CBI had 
filed its FIR.

The CBI had also carried out 
searches at the houses and of-

fices of Karti Chidambaram across 
four cities for allegedly receiv-
ing money from the media firm 
owned by the Mukerjeas to scuttle 
a tax probe.

The Chidambarams, however, 
have denied all the charges made 
against them.

The CBI had filed the FIR 
against Karti Chidambaram and 
the Mukerjeas on charges of crimi-
nal conspiracy, cheating, receiving 
illegal gratification, influencing 
public servants and criminal mis-
conduct.

The agency has alleged that 
Karti Chidamabaram received 
money from INX Media for us-
ing his influence to manipulate 
a tax probe against it in a case of 
violation of Foreign Investment 
Promotion Board (FIPB) condi-
tions to receive investment from 
Mauritius.

ment said that Karnataka 
could use the increased 
allocation for irrigation 
and industrial purposes 
by marginally increasing 
its area under crop.

“Keeping in mind the 
global status that the city 
(Bengaluru) has attained, 
an addition of 4.75 TMC 
is awarded to Karnataka,” 
the court said.

The court hiked the 
allocation of water for 
Bengaluru as it found 
“unsustainable” the Tri-
bunal drastically reducing 
Karnataka’s share towards 
domestic and industrial 
purposes for the reason 
that only 1/3rd of Ben-
galuru falls within the 
river basin and also on the 
presumption that 50 per 
cent of the drinking water 
requirement would be 
met from ground water 
supply. While bringing 
down the allocation for 
Tamil Nadu, the top court 
kept intact the allocation 
made to Kerala and Pu-
ducherry by the Tribunal.

The court directed 
that as per the Tribunal 
award, the Centre would 

take steps for setting up 
the Cauvery Water Man-
agement Board for the 
implementation of the 
interim water sharing ar-
rangement, which it said 
would remain in opera-
tion for the next 15 years.

Concurring with the 
Tribunal awards, except 
for the reduction in the 
share of Tamil Nadu, the 
court said that after con-
sidering all relevant ma-
terial brought on record, 
“we are of the view that 
having regard to impera-
tive of economy of con-
sumption of water, the 
final determination of 
irrigated area arrived at 
by the Tribunal for Tamil 
Nadu cannot be declared 
incorrect or fallacious”.

Referring to its answer 
to the Presidential refer-
ence on the Cauvery Wa-
ter Dispute Tribunal, the 
court said that “waters of 
an inter-state river pass-
ing through corridors of 
the riparian states consti-
tute a national asset and 
no single State can claim 
exclusive ownership of its 
water”.
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Senate rejects immigration plan by bipartisan senators

Pak accuses India of not reciprocating 
to its commitment to peace — Minister 

SA police on alert against 
‘fugitive’ Ajay Gupta — Reports 

Kremlin rejects Britain’s accusations of cyber attack

EU slams Facebook, Twitter for lack of user terms reforms

US will not allow China to ‘coerce’ 
nations in Asia — Trump admin

Myanmar outlines three stages for Rohingya repatriation —Bangla Minister 

NEWS IN BRIEF
German journalist released from 
Turkish prison
Berlin, Feb. 16 (IANS): A German-Turkish jour-
nalist, jailed in Turkey for a year on charges of 
espionage, has been released, German newspa-
per Die Welt, for which he works, said on Friday. 
Deniz Yucel’s detention had strained relations 
between Ankara and Berlin. On Thursday, Ger-
man Chancellor Angela Merkel called on Turkish 
Prime Minister Binali Yildirim for a fast and fair 
trial for the journalist who has not been formally 
accused of anything, reports Efe news. A spokes-
person for Germany’s Foreign Minister confirmed 
Yucel’s release.

Kim Jong-un’s aide reappears af-
ter three months
Seoul, Feb. 16 (IANS): A close aide of North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-un reappeared in public three 
months after rumours of his purging surfaced, 
South Korean authorities said on Friday. Television 
visuals from the North Korean state broadcaster 
suggested that Hwang Pyong-so, who held the 
rank of Vice Marshal, attended the commemora-
tive events of the 76th anniversary of the birth of 
the former leader Kim Jong-il, father of the current 
leader, in Pyongyang, reports Efe news. Hwang, 
who was considered one of the most important 
members of the North Korean Politburo and one 
of Kim Jong-un’s closest aides, had not appeared 
or been mentioned by the state media since Oc-
tober, leading to speculation that he had been 
purged or sent for re-education. According to 
South Korea’s National Intelligence Service, Hwang 
had fallen out of favour with the current second-
in-command of the regime, Choe Ryong-hae, in 
November and was purged. Choe was one of the 
top officials who accompanied Kim during his visit 
to the Kumsusan Palace of the Sun in the North 
Korean capital where the embalmed bodies of his 
father and grandfather Kim Il-sung are preserved. 
According to experts from 38 North, an American 
website that specialises in North Korea, Hwang 
was also among the officials who had appeared, 
along with Kim, in a group photograph of the com-
memorative event.

Three IS supporters arrested in 
Morocco
Rabat, Feb. 16 (IANS): Morocco’s interior ministry 
has said that it has arrested three “dangerous sup-
porters” of the Islamic State. The central bureau for 
judiciary investigations (BCJI), under the general 
directorate for territory surveillance (DGST), made 
the arrests on Thursday. The three IS supporters, 
aged between 24 and 30, were operating in the 
cities of Laayoune, Salé and Marrakech, said an In-
terior Ministry statement. Investigations revealed 
that the suspects have pledged allegiance to ISIS 
and were involved in inciting murder as part of the 
terror organization’s bloody approach, and were 
also trying to gather expertise in manufacturing 
explosive devices, said the statement, according to 
MAP. It was found that one of the men, who had in 
the past joined camps of the ‘Polisario’ separatists 
in Tindouf, was preparing to launch terrorist acts 
inside the Kingdom as part of the IS’ agenda, the 
ministry said. The suspects will be brought to jus-
tice upon completion of investigations, led under 
the supervision of the competent public prosecu-
tor’s office, the source said.

Seven shot dead at Valentine’s 
dance in Mexico
Mexico City, Feb. 16 (IANS): At least seven people 
were shot dead at a Valentine’s Day dance in a 
Mexican town, authorities said. The shootout took 
place on Thursday in San Juan Lachigalla, Oaxaca 
state, as people were celebrating, including family 
members of Mayor Rafael Melchor Ruiz, reports 
Xinhua news agency. The victims included Ruiz’s 
father and son, the authorities added.

Russian ship catches fire
Moscow, Feb. 16 (IANS): A fire broke out on board 
a large anti-submarine Russian ship of the Pacific 
Fleet in Vladivostok on Friday, media reports said. 
Confirming the blaze, an official told RIA Novosti 
news agency: “We helped to extinguish the fire.”  A 
video posted online showed thick smoke coming 
out of the ship, Xinhua news agency reported. Of-
ficials from the Pacific Fleet and Eastern Military 
District were not immediately available for com-
ment.

Turkey jails six  journalists over 
failed coup
Istanbul, Feb. 16 (IANS): A court in Istanbul on Fri-
day sentenced six Turkish journalists to aggravated 
life imprisonment over their alleged involvement 
in a failed coup in July 2016, local media reported. 
The defendants, including Turkey’s well-known 
journalists Nazli Ilicak, Ahmet Altan and Mehmet 
Altan, were charged with trying to remove the 
constitutional order, the state-run Anadolu news 
agency reported. Turkey believes that the coup 
attempt, in which 250 people were killed, was 
orchestrated by the network led by the US-based 
Turkish cleric Fethullah Gulen, Xinhua news 
agency reported. More than 150,000 officials and 
officers have been dismissed or suspended from 
their posts while over 55,000 have been arrested in 
the ongoing investigation and crackdown, accord-
ing to press reports.

Turkey’s Erdogan meets Tillerson 
in Ankara
Ankara, Feb. 16 (IANS): Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan met US Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson at the presidential complex in capital 
Ankara on Thursday amid two NATO allies being 
at odds on a couple of issues. The meeting, which 
was closed to the media, started at 7:40 p.m. local 
time, Xinhua reported. Tillerson is also expected 
to meet his Turkish counterpart Mevlut Cavu-
solu on Friday to discuss bilateral relations and 
international developments. Ankara demanded 
Washington to end supporting for the People’s 
Protection Units (YPG), which is seen by Turkey as 
Syrian extension of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK). Turkey was the last stop of Tillerson’s five-
nation trip followed by his stops in Egypt, Kuwait, 
Jordan and Lebanon.

Washington, Feb. 16 (PTI/AP): 
A divided Senate rejected a 
bipartisan plan today to help 
young “Dreamer” immigrants 
and parcel out money for the 
wall President Donald Trump 
wants with Mexico, as Repub-
lican leaders joined with the 
White House and scuttled what 
seemed the likeliest chance for 
sweeping immigration legisla-
tion this election year.

The vote came after the 
White House threatened to veto 
the measure and underscored 
that the issue, a hot button for 
both parties, remained as in-
tractable as it’s been for years. 

Even the focus on Dream-
ers, who polls show win wide 

public support, was not enough 
to overcome opposition by 
hard-line conservatives and 
liberal Democratic presidential 
hopefuls, neither of whom want 
to alienate their parties’ base 
voters.

The vote was 54-45 in fa-
vour, but that was short of the 
60 that were needed for approv-
al. Eight Republicans bucked 
their party and supported the 
measure while three Democrats 
abandoned their own leaders 
and opposed it.

The chamber planned to 
vote next on a wide-ranging 
plan by Trump that would also 
restrict legal immigration. It 
faced strong Democratic op-

position and had virtually no 
chance for passage.

Earlier in the day, the White 
House used a written statement 
to label the proposal “danger-
ous policy that will harm the 
nation.” It singled out a provi-
sion that directs the govern-
ment to prioritise enforcement 
efforts against immigrants who 
arrive illegally beginning in July.

In an ominous sign, party 
leaders opened the day’s debate 
by trading blame, as prospects 
grew that the chamber’s long-
awaited debate on helping 
Dreamers and other hot-button 
immigration issues would end 
in stalemate.

 Dreamers are young im-

migrants who were brought to 
the US illegally as children who 
still lack permanent protections 
from deportation.

Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., as-
sailed Democrats for failing 
to offer “a single proposal that 
gives us a realistic chance to 
make law.” Instead, he said, 
Democrats  should back 
Trump’s “extremely generous” 
proposal.

Trump would offer 1.8 mil-
lion Dreamers a 10- to 12-year 
process for gaining citizenship, 
provide USD 25 billion to build 
his coveted US-Mexico border 
wall and restrict legal immigra-
tion. Dreamers are immigrants 

brought to the US illegally as 
children who risk deportation 
because they lack permanent 
authorisation to stay in the US.

Instead, Democratic leaders 
rallied behind a bipartisan plan 
that would also give 1.8 million 
Dreamers a chance for citizen-
ship. But while it would provide 
the USD 25 billion Trump wants 
for his wall, it would dole it out 
over 10 years and lacks most of 
the limits Trump is seeking on 
legal immigration.

Senate Minority Leader 
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., said 
Trump has “stood in the way of 
every single proposal that has 
had a chance of becoming law.” 
He added, 

London, Feb. 16 (PTI): Pakistan’s inte-
rior minister has accused India of not 
reciprocating Islamabad’s commitment 
to peace with “unilateral actions” and 
warned New Delhi against “bullying” 
his country.

Ahsan Iqbal said Pakistan is trying to 
overcome the trust deficit that exists in 
the region but India has disappointed 
Islamabad with unilateral moves like 
boycotting the SAARC summit which 
was to be hosted by Islamabad in 2016.

“The present government in India 
has a certain thinking, where it thinks it 
can bully Pakistan. That will not work. 
We must show maturity because the 
future of more than a billion people who 
live in South Asia is at stake, Iqbal said, 
delivering a lecture at the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) in 
London on Tuesday.

“India’s gesture of not coming to the 
SAARC summit was uncalled for; very 
undiplomatic and very inappropriate 
for the cause of peace. Such unilateral 
actions only add to more mistrust. We 
should try to engage each other at dif-
ferent fora, he said.

In November, India decided not to 
attend the SAARC Summit in Islamabad 
after Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Muham-
mad terrorists attacked a military camp 

in Uri in Jammu and Kashmir, killing 18 
soldiers.

Iqbal, also the deputy secretary-
general of the Pakistan Muslim League 
(PML) claimed that India’s lack of en-
gagement and reciprocity had cost 
former prime minister Nawaz Sharif 
dearly.

“Sharif paid a lot of cost for his policy 
on India. He was categorised as ‘Modi 
ka yaar’ (Modi s friend) by Opposition 
forces for showing a lot of restraint and 
his commitment to peace with India. 
India has disappointed us; it has not 
reciprocated, he said.

Flagging the terrorist attacks in 
Mumbai in 2008 as a “setback” to efforts 
against terrorism, the minister said the 
attack should have strengthened coop-
eration between India and Pakistan but 
instead it became a “trophy” for disrup-
tive elements because it resulted in the 
peace process being abandoned.

The minister, who was in London fol-
lowing a visit to the US, also warned the 
Trump administration against bullying 
tactics and demanded greater under-
standing from the West.

The minister accused Western agen-
cies of bringing slain Al Qaeda chief 
Osama bin Laden and his “Middle East-
ern jihadis to Pakistan.

Johannesburg, Feb. 16 
(PTI): South Africa has 
placed its airports and 
other entry points on 
high alert for “fugitive” 
India-born businessman 
Ajay Gupta, a close aide of 
scandal-hit former presi-
dent Jacob Zuma, amid 
media reports that he left 
the country 10 days ago.

Officials at OR Tam-
bo International Airport 
near Johannesburg are 
reportedly working with 
the country’s elite police 
force, the Hawks, to deter-
mine Ajay’s whereabouts, 
The Citizen newspaper 
reported today.

The search for oldest 
of the Gupta brothers, 
Ajay, was initiated by the 
Hawks when he did not 
appear at Bloemfontein 
Regional Court yesterday, 
it said.

Hawks spokesperson 
Hangwani Mulaudzi said 
that a warrant for Ajay’s 
arrest had been issued. 
He further sent a plea to 
the now fugitive Gupta 
brother to surrender to 
police.

The Hawks said the 
country’s ports had been 

placed on high alert.
The Gupta brothers 

have been accused of 
wielding enormous po-
litical influence in South 
Africa, with critics alleg-
ing that they have tried 
to “capture the state” to 
advance their own busi-
ness interests.

The Gupta family 
owns a range of business 
interests in South Africa, 
including computing, 
mining, air travel, energy, 
technology and media.

The Hawks have also 
issued a stern warning to 
the bodyguards of Ajay 
not to protect him as they 
could face arrest for de-
feating the ends of justice.

Ajay is wanted in con-
nection with corruption 
charges emanating from 
investigations into the 
Estina dairy farm near 
Vrede, in the Free State, a 
project which was origi-
nally meant to help poor 
black farmers but from 
which the Gupta brothers 
Ajay, Atul and Rajesh - are 
alleged to have pocketed 
millions of dollars.

Ajay was supposed to 
appear in court in con-

nection with the case yes-
terday.

Meanwhile, the OR 
Tambo International 
Airport’s records show 
that Ajay left the country 
aboard a Dubai bound 
flight 10 days ago. 

The airport will hand 
over footage of the Gupta 
brother leaving the coun-
try, as well as other in-
formation relating to his 
flight, The Citizen report 
said.

Another media report 
said a pilot refused to fly a 
private plane owned Atul 
Gupta from the Lanseria 
airport, close to Johan-
nesburg.

“He is a hero because 
his passenger was Atul 
Gupta, in his own private 
jet. This pilot kept the 
Gupta brother from skip-
ping the country, as the 
Hawks raided his home in 
Saxonwold with an arrest 
warrant for him,” iol.co.za 
reported.

The three  Gupta 
brothers moved from Sa-
haranpur, Uttar Pradesh 
to South Africa in 1993, 
just as white-minority 
rule was ending.

Moscow, Feb. 16 (IANS): The Kremlin 
on Thursday rejected accusations by the 
British Foreign Office that the Russian 
government was behind the “NotPetya” 
cyber attack of June 2017.

“We categorically reject such accusa-
tions and we consider them to be un-
substantiated and groundless,” Xinhua 
cited the Russian media quoting Krem-
lin spokesman Dmitry Peskov as saying.

“This is nothing more than a con-
tinuation of the Russophobic campaign, 

based on no evidence,” he added.
In a statement on Thursday, British 

Foreign Office Minister Lord Ahmad at-
tributed the NotPetya cyber attack to the 
Russian government and the Kremlin, 
saying Britain and its allies would not 
tolerate “malicious cyber activity.”

The attack of a malware dubbed 
“NotPetya” disrupted numerous com-
puter systems last year. It erupted first 
in Ukraine but the virus later spread to 
many other countries, including Russia.

Brussels, Feb. 16 (IANS): The European 
Commission (EC) has warned social me-
dia giants Facebook and Twitter of action 
including enforcement measures if they 
fail to reform their terms of services to 
fully comply with the European Union’s 
(EU) consumer rules.

The Commission on Thursday said 
that it requested social media compa-
nies in March 2017 to do more to comply 
with EU consumer rules.

“These requests followed numerous 
complaints by consumers who had been 
targeted by fraud or scams when using 
these websites, as well as having been 
subject to certain terms of services that 
do not respect EU consumer law,” the 
Commission said in a statement. 

It found Facebook and Twitter want-
ing in aligning their terms of services 
with EU consumer protection rules. 

It found the changes made by Goog-
le+ to be satisfactory. 

“While Google’s latest proposals ap-
pear to be in line with the requests made 
by consumer authorities, Facebook 
and, more significantly, Twitter, have 
only partially addressed important is-
sues about their liability and about how 
users are informed of possible content 
removal or contract termination,” the 
statement added.

The Commission, however, noted 
that the changes already made by the so-
cial media companies since the requests 
were made a year ago will benefit more 
than a quarter of a billion of EU consum-
ers who use these platforms.

EU consumers will not be forced to 
waive mandatory EU consumer rights, 
such as their right to withdraw from an 
on-line purchase, it said. 

The Commission said that it would 
propose new legislation in April to mod-
ernise the existing consumer law and 
ensure that they are properly enforced.

Washington, Feb. 16 
(PTI): The US will not 
allow China to “bully” or 
“coerce” nations in Asia, 
a senior Trump admin-
istration official has said, 
amidst Beijing flexing its 
muscles in the region.

The Trump admin-
istration has made clear 
that the US wants a “pro-
ductive” relationship with 
China, and the two coun-
tries must work to man-
age and resolve differ-
ences, Susan Thornton, 
Acting Assistant Secretary 
for East Asian and Pacific 
Affairs, told members of 
the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee during 
her confirmation hearing.

We have been equally 
clear, however, that we 
will not abide Chinese at-
tempts to displace the US 
in Asia, to coerce coun-
tries in the region and 
that we will not be taken 
advantage of, she said.

If the international 
system that has enabled 
China’s rise is to continue, 
then rules and standards 
must be observed and 
countries must not be 
bullied or threatened, but 
treated as equal players, 
Thornton said.

The administration, 

Dhaka, Feb 16 (PTI) Myanmar 
today unveiled its three-stage 
plan for return and rehabilita-
tion of around 700,000 minority 
Rohingya Muslims, who fled 
to neighbouring Bangladesh 
in what the UN called “ethnic 
cleansing” by the Myanmar 
Army.

Myanmar Home Minister 
Kyaw Swe, who is on a three-
day visit to Dhaka, today met 
his Bangladeshi counterpart 
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal and 
discussed along with senior of-
ficials the repatriation plan for 
Rohingya refugees.

Myanmar said they planned 
a three-stage process taking 
them (Rohingyas) back, ensur-
ing their livelihood and then 
awarding them with the nation-
ality, Kamal told a news briefing 
following a meeting with his 
Myanmar counterpart.

He said Naypyidaw (My-
anmar capital) appeared to be 

sincere in their comments as 
they acknowledged to the facts 
involving the situation what 
Bangladesh side pointed out 
and we are getting some con-
fidence they will take their na-
tionals back in line with the Kofi 
Annan Commission Report .

Kamal, however, said the 
Bangladesh side repeatedly 
expressed concerns about the 
hostile situation in Myanmar 
s Rakhine state, the scene of 
atrocities, and said unless the 
safety and food supplies for 
the refugees were ensured, the 
Rohingyas would again come 
back while the number of these 
forcibly displaced Myanmar 
people in Bangladesh now 
stood at more than a million.

We also told them till now 
nearly 150 of them (Rohingyas) 
are entering into Bangladesh 
daily while some 6,500 Ro-
hingyas have taken refuge at a 
makeshift camp on the Myan-

mar side of the border, he said.
The Bangladesh minister 

said his counterpart acknowl-
edged the fact and we planned 
a meeting on February 20 in a 
bordering Myanmar district to 
make immediate arrangements 
at least to ensure the return of 
the Rohingyas languishing on 
borders .

Swe yesterday called on 
Bangladesh president Abdul 
Hamid and apprised him that 
Naypyidaw was ready to take 
back Rohingyas under a deal 
the countries signed late last 
year.

The repatriation was sched-
uled to begin last month but 
Bangladesh said it needed more 
time to prepare and the security 
situation was a concern while 
Khan told reporters that Dhaka 
earlier handed over Myanmar a 
complete list of Rohingyas and 
today gave another list as they 
sought seeking the names on 

the basis of the areas they lived 
in (Rakhine) .

Myanmar ambassador to 
the UN Hau Do Suan said it 
had given Bangladesh a list of 
508 Hindus and 750 Muslims 
verified as Myanmar residents, 
to be included in the first batch 
of repatriation and set up two 
reception centres and a transit 
camp to accommodate them 
before permanent resettle-
ment. About 700,000 Rohingya 
refugees fled their home to 
take refuge in Bangladesh in 
the latest and biggest spate of 
exodus since late August when 
Myanmar s military launched a 
security crackdown in northern 
Rakhine state.

Myanmar has  said  i t 
launched clearance opera-
tions against terrorists and has 
dismissed as false allegations 
from witnesses and survivors 
that troops and Buddhist mobs 
engaged in killings and rapes 

of Rohingya and set fires that 
wiped out villages.

The bilateral meeting came 
three days after UN refugee 
chief Filippo Grandi told the 
Security Council that condi-
tions were not right for the 
voluntarily return of Rohingyas 
as Myanmar did not addressed 
their exclusion and denial of 
rights and citizenship.

Grandi said Rohingyas con-
tinued to flee Myanmar and 
thousands more were expected 
still to try to leave.

Bangladesh had appealed 
to the international community 
to mount a sustained pressure 
on Myanmar for safe, dignified 
and immediate return of the 
Rohingyas as international aid 
for the refugees appeared to be 
dwindling ahead of the mon-
soon season when flooding will 
also pose a threat and water-
borne diseases could become 
more prevalent.

under Trump’s leader-
ship, is working to expand 
and deepen partnerships 
throughout the region via 
the Indo-Pacific strategy, 
she said. We also con-
tinue to prioritise work 
in Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation to promote 
high-standards and fair 
trade and to support 
ASEAN-centered regional 
architecture, which un-
derpins East Asian peace 
and security.

The US is a Pacific 
power and will remain 
committed to this regions 
success, Thornton said.

The Asia Pacific region 
has a “very real security” 
and economic challeng-
es, including the menac-
ing threat of North Korea, 

the rise of an authoritar-
ian China, and the spread 
of terrorism and extrem-
ism, she said.

Although the region 
has enjoyed peace and 
growing prosperity for 
years, the threat from 
North Korea continues 
to increase, tensions and 
extremism are on the rise, 
and the export-led model 
that underpinned, Thorn-
ton said.

China is involved in a 
widening maritime dis-
pute with several South-
east Asian countries over 
islands in the resource-
rich South China Sea 

Vietnam, the Philip-
pines, Malaysia, Brunei 
and Taiwan have counter 
claims over the islands.
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Pad Man Akshay installs sanitary pad vending machine
National Award-winning actor Akshay Kumar has installed a sanitary pad vending 
machine in Mumbai Central ST Bus Depot and hopes to put several across India. 
Akshay, whose latest release “Pad Man” delves with menstrual issue and hygiene, 
especially in rural India, took to Twitter on Thirsday to share a photograph of him 
along with Shiv Sena leader Aaditya Thackeray inaugurating the vending machine.  
“Placed a sanitary pad vending machine at Mumbai Central ST Bus Depot today, 
hoping to place more across the state and eventually hopefully the whole country. 
Thank you Aaditya Thackeray for your support,” he captioned the image.  Thack-
eray thanked Akshay and said that the film should cross the Rs 100 crore-mark 
soon. (IANS)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

Padman: 
11 am and 2 pm

Black Panther: 
5 pm and 8 pm

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Fans mourn Aniston- Justin 
Theroux divorce on Twitter

T
he news of Jennifer Anis-
ton and Justin Theroux’s 
divorce has broken the 
hearts of many of their 
fans who took to Twitter 

to mourn the split of one of their 
‘favourite celebrity couples’.

While most of the fans were 
saddened with news, many 
romanticised about the possibil-
ity of Aniston and her former 
husband Brad Pitt getting back 
together.

Aniston,49, and Theroux,46, 

today announced that they are 
separating after more than two 
years of marriage.

The duo dated for four years 
after meeting on the sets of the film 
“Wanderlust” in 2011. They tied the 
knot in 2015.

Their separation opened 
floodgates on Twitter, with many 
reacting with hilarious memes and 
GIFs.

“So, no one told me life was 
going to be this way. - Me. Reacting 
to news that Jennifer Aniston and 

Justin Theroux split,” Twitter user 
Dana Weiss tweeted along side a 
GIF of “Friends”.

“Im so saddened by this news 
of Jennifer Aniston separating from 
her husband. Honestly, I never 
liked Justin Theroux. He seems 
slimy. She can do so much better. 
I wish her all the best,” fan Abusa 
Dora tweeted.

“Not to sound trivial with all of 
the terrible news breaking these 
last few days but I’m sad to hear 
that Jennifer Aniston and Justin 
Theroux are separating!” said 
another user.

“Brad Pitt and Jennifer Aniston 
are getting back together. I called 
it first. Jennifer Aniston,” a user 
tweeted.

“What if Jennifer Aniston and 
Brad Pitt start dating,” another user 
wrote.

“People are actually happy 
Jennifer Aniston is divorcing Justin 
Theroux isn’t that creepy. Most 
divorce, even if necessary is painful 
and decent people wouldn’t wish 
it on anyone. And if they want a 
Brad/Jen reunion, its sad. Real 
people, not our fantasies,” a user 
tweeted.

PTI

Jimmy emotional about Florida school shooting

T
V show host Jimmy 
Kimmel, heartbroken 
over the Florida school 
shooting incident, has 
urged US President 

Donald Trump to do something 
about the situation as “children 
are being murdered”.

Kimmel spoke about the 
school shooting that occurred in 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland on Wednesday, 
during his opening monologue 
for the show “Jimmy Kimmel 
Live!” on Thursday night, reports 
hollywoodreporter.com. 

“Welcome back to the show. 
Natalie Portman, Kyrie Irving, 
and Nick Foles are on the way, 
but first - as I’m sure you know 
and feel -- this is another very sad 
day in America. Another sense-
less shooting. This time at a high 
school in Parkland, Florida,” Kim-
mel said, his voice quavering, as 
he opened his monologue.

In the shooting incident, 17 
victims were slaughtered by a 
19-year-old former student at a 
high school in Florida which had 
ousted him for indiscipline.

Kimmel then played two 
clips of Trump’s televised address 
following the shooting, in which 
he said that no child or teacher 
“should ever be in danger in an 
American school” and “no par-

ent should ever have to fear for 
their sons and daughters when 
they kiss them goodbye in the 
morning” in response to the 
Florida shooting, reports holly-
woodreporter.com.

“So I agree with both of those 
statements. So here’s what you 
do to fix that. Tell your buddies in 
Congress - tell Paul Ryan, Mitch 
McConnell, Marco Rubio - all the 
family men who care so much 
about their communities -- that 
what we need are laws,” Kimmel 
said. 

“Real laws that do everything 
possible to keep assault rifles out 
of the hands of people who are 
going to shoot our kids.”

Kimmel feels it’s time people 
stop saying it is too soon to be 
talking about gun control.

“Because you guys said that 
after Las Vegas. You said it after 
Sandy Hook. You say that after 
every one of these eight now fatal 
school shootings we’ve had in the 
US this year. 

“Children are being murdered. 
Do something. We still haven’t 
talked about it. You still haven’t 
done anything about this. Noth-
ing. You’ve literally done nothing.”

“Jimmy Kimmel Live!” is aired 
in India on Star World and Star 
World HD. 

IANS
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Elton John to collaborate with 
Beyonce on new ‘Lion King’ song

David Guetta, Garrix 
collaborate again

B
ack in Novem-
ber, Elton John 
announced 
that he was re-
working parts 

of his Oscar-winning 
soundtrack to The Lion 
King for Disney’s upcom-
ing live-action remake of 
the animated hit. It now 
appears that he and lyri-
cist Tim Rice are going to 
work with Beyonce, who 
stars as Nala in the movie, 
to create a new song for 
the film.

As John told the Sun, 
four songs from the origi-
nal 1994 movie -- “Can 
You Feel the Love To-
night,” “Hakuna Matata,” 
“I Just Can’t Wait to Be 
King” and “Circle of Life” 
-- have been worked into 
the new version. This new 
track is slated to play as 
the credits roll.

“They need to have a 
new end-credits song,” 
John said. “We’ve been 
speaking to Beyonce’s 
people, and hopefully Tim 
and I and her can cook up 
something. That’s going 

out in 2019 as well. And it 
will be great to work with 
her. So we will see.”

A new number will 
not only give the movie a 
potential hit single, it will 
also qualify for an Acad-
emy Award nomination 

for Best Original Song, 
which can only be given 
out to a tune written 
specifically for a movie. 
“Can You Feel the Love 
Tonight” won that award 
in 1995, while both “Cir-
cle of Life” and “Hakuna 
Matata” received nomi-
nations.

Jon Favreau (director 

of the first two Iron Man 
films and star of Swingers) 
is directing the picture, 
which also stars Donald 
Glover (Community, 
Atlanta) as Simba. Even 
though it’s not coming out 
until next year, John has 
already received a sneak 
preview.

Ultimateclassicrock

A
fter the success 
of the 2017 
song “So far 
away, popular 
DJs-record pro-

ducers David Guetta and 
Martin Garrix have joined 
forces again for another 
track titled “Like I Do”.

The track, which 
is also a collaboration 
with Brooks, showcases 
a blend of progressive 
house and pure pop 
combined with beautiful 
vocals. 

Both the DJs have 
teased the track during 
shows all over the world in 
the past couple of weeks 
and now it is available at 
all digital service provid-
ers, read a statement. 

“When we hit the 
studio we were already 
working on several tracks. 

After we saw the great 
response on ‘So far away 
we thought f***, it we 
will release another track 
together straight away,” 
said Guetta.

“I have a lot of respect 
for him as an artiste and 
I’m very happy we were 
able to release another 
track together with the 
amazing Brooks who 
I have worked with on 
other records before. I 
think he is one of the 
most talented produc-
ers out there,” added the 
Dutch DJ. “So far away”, 
peaked at number 18 on 
the Spotify charts and 
at number 21 on iTunes 
and acquired millions of 
streams as well as over 
58 million views on the 
official music video. 

IANS
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Denver Nuggets’ Nikola Jokic stamps himself in NBA history by recording the fastest triple-double.
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Mirror Crossword 1737        sud0ku 1577
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1736

ACRoss
1. Japanese paper partition
6. Oil cartel
10. Long, narrow groove
14. King of Israel
15. Spanish for “Alive”
16. Emit coherent radiation
17. Delete
18. Again
19. Long operatic solo
20. Easily sold
22. Spice
24. Parent Teacher Associations
25. Bell sounders
26. -- -- --
29. Small, flat, rectangular piece of 

plastic
30. Senses of self-esteem
31. Starring
37. Louisiana swamp
39. Black cuckoo
40. “The Double Man” author: W.H. 

_____
41. Process of changing
44. Daughter of Zeus and Demeter 

(Greek mythology)
45. Avenues (abbrev.)
46. Immature or inexperienced
48. Native tribe of southeastern 

Connecticut
52. Lessen
53. Keenness of insight
54. Deletions
58. Actress ____ Moore
59. Shaped with an ax
61. Seize by force
62. A way of moving on foot
63. Mineral-bearing rocks

64. Latin for “Regal”
65. Completes
66. Facing south, it’s to the left
67. Essences 
DoWn
1. She is (contraction)
2. Sister of Zeus (Greek mythology)
3. By mouth
4. _________ Effect: low 

temperature electrical 
phenomena

5. Conceive
6. Egg shapes
7. Evergreen tree
8. Biblical first woman
9. Hired woman on a ranch

10. Colloquialism
11. Big
12. Willow used in basketry 

13. Rips
21. Celebration (slang)
23. Large Asian country
25. Audio broadcasting
26. Something owed
27. Food thickener
28. A type of bean
29. Dog genus
32. Consumed
33. Central or essential parts
34. False god
35. Roman emperor

36. Chew
38. Act of using 
42. Novel by Sir Walter Scott
43. Intercollegiate athletic 

organization
47. Inform confidently
48. Pet name for “Margaret”
49. Sea
50. Oppressively damp
51. Gives off
52. _____ & Whinney, consultants
54. Female sheep
55. Carpets
56. Great Lake
57. Resorts
60. Period in history

solutions to suD0ku 1576

Australia’s Alex Carey (L) and Aaron Finch celebrate their win against New Zealand in Auckland on Fri. 
Feb. 16.

Roger Federer of Switzerland hits a backhand return to Philipp Kohlschreiber of Germany during their ABN AMRO World Tennis Tournament 
second round match, in Rotterdam, on Feb. 15.

Australia set record run 
chase to beat Black Caps

Jokic triple makes NBA 
history as Nuggets sink Bucks

Arsenal boss Wenger confident 
of seeing out contract

Federer ‘never imagined’ having chance to become oldest number one

Auckland, Feb. 16 (PTI/
AFP): Australia completed 
the highest run chase in 
Twenty20 history to beat 
New Zealand by five wick-
ets and maintain their un-
beaten record in the T20 
tri-series in Auckland on 
Fri. Feb. 16.

In a roller-coaster 
match, the Black Caps 
set an imposing target of 
244 on the back of opener 
Martin Guptill’s century 
but the Australians over-
hauled it with seven balls 
to spare.

A combination of Eden 
Parks short boundaries 
and a flat pitch produced 
a batsman’s paradise that 
frustrated bowlers from 
both sides and set records 
tumbling. Australia’s total 
of 245 for five exceeds the 
previous record chase of 
244 scored by India against 
the West Indies in 2016.

The unlucky Guptill 
also became international 
T20’s highest run-scorer 
after making 105 off 54 
balls.

It took his internation-
al T20 career total to 2,188 
runs, surpassing compa-
triot Brendon McCullum’s 
2,140, with India’s Virat 
Kohli the next highest on 
the all-time list with 1,956.

Guptill’s 49-ball cen-

tury was New Zealand’s 
fastest T20 ton and the 
team total of 243 equalled 
the highest posted by the 
Black Caps.

The match also had its 
share of bizarre moments, 
including New Zealand 
batsman Mark Chapman’s 
dismissal, when a fizzing 
Billy Stanlake ball knocked 
off his helmet and sent it 
rolling into the stumps.

The umpires also or-
dered Black Cap seamer 
Ben Wheeler out of the 
attack after two high no-
balls, with the unfortunate 
bowler conceding 64 runs 
off 3.1 overs.
Flying start
Australia have already 
reached the series final in 
Auckland next Wednesday, 
with four wins from four in 
preliminary matches.

New Zealand’s hopes 
of reaching the decider 
now rest on their meeting 
with England in Hamilton 
on Sunday. Guptill plun-
dered nine sixes and six 
fours after New Zealand 
won the toss and elected 
to bat, supported by fellow 
opener Colin Munro, who 
made 76 off 33 balls.

Australia made a flying 
start in reply, with openers 

R o t t e r d a m , Fe b.  1 6 
(AFP): Roger Federer can 
become the oldest world 
number one on Friday, a 
remarkable achievement 
for the 20-time Grand 
Slam title winner who 
admitted he “never imag-
ined” he’d get the oppor-
tunity.

The 36-year-old faces 
Dutchman Robin Haase 
in the quarter-finals of 
the Rotterdam Open 
where victory will allow 
him to replace old rival 
and close friend Rafael 
Nadal at the top of the 
rankings.

The Swiss would sur-
pass Andre Agassi, who 
held the top spot in 2003 
aged 33 years and 131 
days.

It would be Federer’s 
first time back at the 
summit since October 
2012 having first claimed 
the top spot in February 
2004.

“This is an exciting 
challenge, I’ve struggled 
to try and get there. I had 
to win a lot of matches 
last year,” said Federer 
who was as low as 17 in 
the world in January last 
year before he returned 
to form with the Austra-
lian Open title.

“I never imagined this 
after my (February 2016) 
knee surgery. Number 
one is a tough place to 
get to.

“The most important 
thing is to be healthy, I 

London, Feb. 16 (Reuters): 
Long-serving Arsenal 
manager Arsene Wenger 
is hopeful of seeing out his 
current two-year contract 
at the Premier League club 
amid speculation about 
his future.

T h e  F r e n c h m a n 
signed a new contract at 
Arsenal at the end of last 
season but the club have 
shown little progress as 
they sit sixth in the league, 
knocked out of the FA Cup 
and unsure of Champions 
League qualification for 
next season.

The club’s inconsistent 
performance has led to 
speculation that Wenger’s 
22-year reign could come 
to an end after the current 
season.

”I have always respect-
ed my contracts,“ Wenger, 
68, told beIN Sports on 
Thursday. ”I would like to 
remind you I said no to 
all the biggest clubs in the 

Los Angeles, Feb. 16 (AFP): 
Nikola Jokic grabbed the 
fastest triple double in 
NBA history on Thurs-
day as the Denver Nug-
gets boosted their play-off 
hopes with a 134-123 vic-
tory over the Milwaukee 
Bucks.

Rising Serbian star 
Jokic bagged 16 points, 
10 rebounds and 11 as-
sists in 14 minutes and 33 
seconds to give Denver 
the perfect send-off as the 
team heads into the All-
Star break.

Jokic, who eventually 
finished with 30 points, 15 
rebounds and 17 assists, 
smashed the previous re-
cord of 17 minutes set by 
Jim Tucker in 1955, a mark 
that had stood unchal-
lenged for 63 years.

The 6ft 10in 22-year-
old now heads an illustri-
ous list of names for the 
fastest triple double in 
recent history, with only 
Russell Westbrook, LeBron 
James and Ben Simmons 
coming close to matching 
his achievement. Jokic 
now has five triple doubles 

this season.
The victory saw Den-

ver improve to 32-26 in 
the Western Conference, 
leaving them sixth overall.

While Jokic’s breath-
taking first-half perfor-
mance stole the headlines, 
the Nuggets claimed vic-
tory thanks to a strong 
all-round display. All five 
members of their start-
ing line-up finished with 
double-digit points tallies.

Gary Harris had 28 
points while Jamal Mur-
ray had 26, followed by 
Will Barton with 19. Wilson 
Chandler finished with 11 
points and Trey Lyles came 
off the bench to score 12.

Milwaukee star Gi-
annis Antetokounmpo 
topped the game scor-
ers with 36 points, 11 re-
bounds and 13 assists. But 
the towering Greek power 
forward’s efforts proved 
in vain against a fired-up 
Denver side.

Eric Bledsoe had 27 
points for the Bucks while 
Khris Middleton finished 
with 17 as Milwaukee 
slipped to 32-25 for the 

season. The Bucks stand 
in seventh place in the 
Eastern Conference.

In the day’s other NBA 
game, the Los Angeles 
Lakers suffered a fourth 
quarter collapse in a 119-
111 defeat to the Minne-
sota Timberwolves on the 
road.

The Lakers had looked 
to be moving towards an 
impressive victory after 
moving into a 15-point 
lead at one stage.

But Minnesota came 
roaring back in the fourth 
quarter, outscoring the 
Lakers by 35-20 to over-
turn the deficit and seal a 
win which takes them to 
36 wins against 25 defeats 
for the season.

Taj Gibson led the scor-
ing for Minnesota with 28 
points, while Jimmy Butler 
chipped in with 24 and Jeff 
Teague 20.

Julius Randle finished 
with 23 points to lead the 
Lakers, with Ivica Zubac 
contributing 19 from the 
bench. Brandon Ingram 
and Kentavious Caldwell-
Pope added 17 each.

David Warner and Darcy 
Short racing to 51 without 
loss after four overs.

Warner’s half century 
came off just 20 balls and 
the partnership reached 
121 before spinner Ish So-
dhi bowled the Australian 
captain on 59.

His departure did not 
slow down Short, who an-
chored the innings with 76 
from 44 to earn the man-
of-the match award.

He said the Australians 
were not overawed chas-
ing such a large total.

“We have the firepower 
to do it, we knew that,” he 
said.

“We knew we had to go 
out hard and get ourselves 
a start and everyone had 
to get going when they 
came in.”

New Zealand’s bowl-
ers produced a nervy dis-
play that did not help their 
cause, conceding 18 wides.

But captain Kane Wil-
liamson refused to be too 
critical of his attack after a 
run-feast that featured 32 
sixes over both innings. He 
said such a high-scoring 
game was bound to hap-
pen at Eden Park when 
conditions were right and 
there was little his players 
could do to stem the flow 
of boundaries.

world to respect my con-
tract so that’s always what 
I try to do.

”After that we have as 
well to accept in our job 
that the future is the future 
but for me that’s to win the 
next game.

“We have to perform 
better in every single game 
and show until the end 
of the season a complete 
hunger to win every sin-
gle game. That’s what it’s 
about for us.”

Arsenal’s best chances 
of winning a trophy re-

main in the League Cup, 
as they face Manchester 
City in the final on Feb. 25, 
and the Europa League, 
where they recorded a 3-0 
win over Ostersunds in the 
first leg of their last 32 tie 
on Thursday.

The Europa League is 
also Arsenal’s most viable 
option to qualify for the 
Champions League next 
season as the eight-point 
gap to fourth-placed Chel-
sea in the league appears 
insurmountable with 11 
games left to play.

Arsene Wenger

would have had great 
regrets if I had not come 
here this week. I’m very 
excited for tomorrow’s 
match, I can’t wait for it 
to come around.”

Federer moved into 
the quarter-finals on 
Thursday with a hard-
fought 7-6 (10/8), 7-5 
victory over Germany’s 
Philipp Kohlschreiber.

“Tonight was compli-
cated, I had to fight and 
struggle,” said Federer 
who has won three of the 

last five majors.
“I had a good game 

plan going in, but I was 
never able to completely 
pull it off.

“He came out with a 
clean start. I was serving 
well, that’s a great sign. I’d 
rather do that and return 
poorly.”

Thursday’s win was 
Fe d e re r’s  1 3 t h  i n  a s 
many meetings against 
Kohlschreiber.

Second seed Grigor 
Dimitrov outlasted Ser-

bia’s Filip Krajinovic 7-6 
(7/4), 7-5 to also reach 
the quarter-finals.

Dimitrov has now 
reached a second straight 
quarter-final in the Dutch 
city, advancing with 13 
aces and saving all four 
break points he faced.

The Bulgarian will 
face Andrey Rublev on 
Friday after the 20-year-
old Russian struggled for 
nearly two hours before 
finally seeing off Damir 
Dzumhur 6-4, 7-6 (7/4).

Rublev,  the world 
number 34, forced his 
Bosnian opponent to 
save 10 of 15 break points 
while he saved nine of 13.

Russian Daniil Med-
vedev joined his compa-
triot in the last eight by 
beating Pierre-Hugues 
Herbert of France 3-6, 7-6 
(7/2), 6-4.

The two-and-a-quar-
ter-hour contest featured 
13 aces from the loser 
and just four from the 
winner.



Yun Sung-bin of South Korea arrives at the finish area during the men’s sliding finals in Pyeongchang, South Korea on Fri. Feb. 16.

Unai Emery

Paul Pogba
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The selected ASA wrestlers with APO president Dr. Kepelhousie Terhüja and other officials at the Kohima local ground on Fri. Feb. 16.
EM Images

South Korea crowns new 
winter hero: the Iron Man

ISL: Kerala aim to stay alive with win over NorthEast

Tendulkar made T20 Mumbai 
League's brand ambassador

Manchester United boss Mourinho slams Pogba 'lies' Beer company rides to rescue 
for Jamaican bobsleigh team

PSG coach refuses 'future' 
talk after Real defeat

Angami Sports Association wrestling meet concludes

pyeongchang (South Ko-
rea), Feb. 16 (reuters): 
South Korea’s queen of 
winter sports, retired 
figure skating icon Kim 
Yuna, was on hand to 
watch fans crown the na-
tion’s new Olympic hero 
on Friday: gold-medal 
skeleton racer Yun Sung-
bin.

Kim was among hun-
dreds of home fans at 
the Pyeongchang winter 
Games who cheered as 
Yun, with his trademark 
“Iron Man” helmet, shot 
like a bullet along the ice 
to become South Korea’s 
first Olympic champion 
in the men’s skeleton.

He also became the 
first athlete outside Eu-
rope or North America 
to win an Olympic medal 
in a sliding event, writing 
himself into the history 
books on South Korea’s 
Lunar New Year holiday.

“He is a new star. He’s 
so good and I have high 
hopes for him,” said Lee 
Sun-woo, a 21-year-old 
student who was rooting 
for Yun with her friend at 
the Games sliding centre.

“I‘m very proud to see 
our South Korean athlete 
excelling at skeleton. This 
has been an unpopular 
sport in South Korea.”

South Korean Presi-
dent Moon Jae-in sent a 
congratulatory message 
to Yun via his office’s Twit-
ter account, using one of 
the athlete’s nicknames, 
the “skeleton emperor”.

”It became the best 
Lunar New Year’s gift to 
our people. Yun showed 

to us that we can be the 
best in the world if we try 
and dare to challenge a 
new field.

“Thank you skeleton 
emperor Yun Sung-bin.”

South Korea has long 
been a powerhouse in 
short-track speed skating, 
and “Queen” Kim won 
the country’s first figure 
skating gold medal at the 
2010 Vancouver Olym-
pics, spurring more local 
interest in winter sports.

S k e l e t o n  r a c i n g , 

though, is one of the most 
extreme sports: competi-
tors hurtle head-first and 
face-down at speeds of 
more than 100 km per 
hour (60 miles per hour) 
down a twisting ice track, 
their chins hovering a few 
inches from the surface.

Yun, 23, knows every 
bump and curve of the 
Pyeongchang track, hav-
ing spent thousands of 
hours training on it. But 
that wasn’t enough: he 
also had to put on weight 

to gain more speed.
After winning gold, 

he described how he had 
eaten eight meals a day to 
gain up to 16 kg to ensure 
he was a contender.

By coinciding with the 
Lunar New Year holiday, 
Yun ensured a big televi-
sion audience. Many peo-
ple will have tuned in after 
traveling back to their 
home towns and paying 
respect to their ancestors 
by preparing a feast and 
making a deep bow.

After his win, Yun 
bowed before the crowd.

“I feel good to hear 
from people cheering me 
that way, I haven’t come 
this far just to get that 
title,” said Yun, known 
more commonly at home 
as the “Iron Man” for his 
love of the Marvel super 
hero character. “And my 
biggest wish is that this 
interest and support not 
fade out after the Olym-
pics but could lead to 
finding new talents.”

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 16 (EMN): 
The 46th Angami Sports 
Association (ASA) wres-
tling meet came to a close 
on Feb. 16 at the Kohima 
local ground. The closing 
function was graced by 
Dr. Kepelhousie Terhüja 
as the guest of honour.

18 Naga wrestlers 
have been selected to 
represent ASA in Naga 
wrestling at the forth-
coming Nagaland Wres-
tling Association meet 
scheduled from March 
14 to 15.

The selected wres-
tlers are Kezhaseluo-o 
Pienyü, Kezhavizo Thevo, 
Mhasilhousie Nagi, Rovil-
houlie Pier, Kekhriengulie 
Whuorie, Vizakietuo Suo-
hu, Neithongulie Kuot-
su, Seyiekhrietuo Yiese, 
Visevo Zashümo, Menu-
osetuo Yiese, Seketoukho 
Nipu, Seyiejalie Gwirie, 
Vitsoto Vitsu, Kekhrie 
Yhoshü, Kikruvilie Zumu, 
Kekhriezo Nagi, Keviselie 
Terhüja and Seyieteiso 
Rutsa.

Meanwhile freestyle 

Guwahati, Feb. 16 (IANS): Kerala Blast-
ers will have their work cut out when 
they take on laggards NorthEast United 
in an Indian Super League match at the 
Indira Gandhi Athletic Stadium here on 
Saturday. Kerala Blasters have a fighting 
chance of qualifying for the semi-finals 
with 21 points from 15 matches.

They must win all their three remain-
ing matches to have a chance of qualify-
ing and may still not make it.

The visitors' coach David James will 
be up against a man who coached him in 
the past, Avram Grant, but pleasantries 
will be exchanged only till kick-off as the 
visitors look for nothing less than full 
points. James, the former England goal-
keeper, will have to start off by outwitting 
NorthEast United coach Grant, who was 
his coach at Portsmouth FC in 2010.

"The coach was my player. Eight years 
ago we made it to the final of the (FA) Cup. 
We had an unbelievable achievement. He 
was the captain. I wish him all the best 
but we will try to win the game. It's good 
for the future that the team will not give 
up and show good mentality," said North-
East United coach Avram Grant during 
the pre-match media interaction.

NorthEast United are already out of 
the competition but will need the three 

points to give their home fans something 
to cheer about. Two of the three victories 
for NorthEast United have come at home.

"You all know what happened in the 
first half of the season. We tried to im-
prove things that needed to improve. We 
came out of the situation. 

"From being good in counter, now we 
dominate and create a lot of chances. Last 
three games is typical to what happened, 
control the game, miss chances and rivals 
score from one half-attack. The results 
are better than the first half but not like 
we expected," said Grant. Kerala Blasters 
allowed defending champions ATK to 
snatch points from them with a late draw 
in their last game which halted their run 
of two successive victories. 

Assistant coach Hermann Hreioars-
son admitted that the focus has been on 
them ahead of this clash and they are now 
ready to put their best foot forward.

"We are still in it. We have to go into 
every game playing for a win. We are hap-
py with our progress. In the last game, we 
created many chances: 18 shots and 25 
crosses," said Hreioarsson. Kerala Blast-
ers can reach a maximum of 30 points 
and will need FC Pune City (28 points), 
Chennaiyin FC (27 points) and Jamshed-
pur FC (25 points) to drop points.

Mumbai, Feb. 16 (ptI): 
Cricket icon Sachin Ten-
dulka has been made the 
brand ambassador of the 
upcoming T20 Mumbai 
League and he feels the 
league will provide a fine 
platform for the talented 
cricketers of the mega-
polis.

"It s always a pleasure 
to be associated with the 
Mumbai Cricket Asso-
ciation. The T20 Mumbai 
League will not only en-
tertain cricket fans, but 
also provide a great plat-
form to the talented young 

cricketers in Mumbai, 
Tendulkar was quoted of 
saying in a media release.

The league, scheduled 
from March 11 to 28 is to 
be organised by Sports 
India Pvt Ltd, a consor-
tium of IIFL Group as Lead 
Member and Wizcraft, 
with the approval and 
sanction of the Mumbai 
Cricket Association (MCA) 
and under its aegis.

Bids have been invited 
for six teams to enrol and 
participate in the League. 
The teams will be from 
Mumbai North, Mum-

bai North-West, Mum-
bai North-East, Mumbai 
North- Central, Mumbai 
South-Central and Mum-
bai South.

"We are delighted and 
privileged to welcome Sa-
chin Tendulkar on board 
as the League Ambassa-
dor of the T20 Mumbai 
League.

"His unmatched pop-
ularity and vast knowledge 
of the game will play an 
integral part in motivating 
players of the league," said 
Kadar Makani, CEO, Prob-
ability Sports.

London, Feb. 16 (AFp): 
M a n c h e s t e r  Un i t e d 
manager Jose Mourinho 
has angrily insisted that 
rumours his relationship 
with Paul Pogba has bro-
ken down are "lies".

According to French 
s p o r t s  n e w s p a p e r 
L'Equipe, midfielder 
Pogba is unhappy with 
the more defensive po-
sition in which he has 
been used by Mourinho.

Pogba, who rejoined 
United from Juventus 
for £89.3 million ($123.5 
million, 100.5 million 
euros) in August 2016, 
has struggled for form 
in recent weeks and 
Mourinho has substi-
tuted the 24-year-old in 
two of the Red Devils' 
last three matches.

Other reports said the 
arrival of Alexis Sanchez 
has also unsettled the 
Frenchman.

But an irate Mourinho 
dismissed suggestions 

paris, Feb. 16 (AFp): Par-
is Saint-Germain coach 
Unai Emery refused to 
"waste his energy" wor-
rying about his job after 
the 3-1 first-leg last-16 de-
feat to Real Madrid when 
questioned on Friday.

One of the sub plots of 
the "clash of the round" 
was which manager, Em-
ery or Madrid handler 
Zinedine Zidane, would 
lose his job if his side lost.

But Emery, whose 
team led Barcelona 4-0 
after the first-leg in the 
last-16 last season only to 
throw their chance away 
by losing the away match 
6-1, was always under 
more pressure than Zi-
dane who has led his side 
to back-to-back European 
titles.

"My future is the pres-
ent. Getting ready for to-
morrow's game and get-
ting ready for Real. I won't 
waste my energy (talking 
about my future)," Emery 
said on the eve of Paris's 
home game with Stras-
bourg.

"I remain convinced 
that PSG can qualify," 
he said in the wake of 
Wednesday's disappoint-
ing first-leg result.

"I believe the team had 

a good game against the 
best team in the world. I 
am convinced we can win 
and get through to the 
next round," he insisted.

"I am happy with the 
way the players responded 
to what happened even if 
that was not the result we 
were looking for," he said.

PSG took a first-half 
lead before a controversial 
penalty converted by Cris-
tiano Ronaldo levelled the 
score before half-time.

Emery took off an 
isolated Edinson Cavani 
in the second half and 
while Neymar and Kyl-
ian Mbappe could not 
turn PSG's edge in posses-
sion into goals, Ronaldo 
and Marcello seized their 
chances and fired Ma-
drid into a highly protect-
able lead for the return on 
March 6.

Taking off Cavani "was 
a tactical choice I made 
during the game," Emery 
said.

"For me (Neymar) had 
a great game, made some 
very good moves. It comes 
down to details," he la-
mented.

"At home he will show 
how good he is," prom-
ised the man who's job 
depends on it.   

wrestling was held on the 
second day for both the 
senior and junior catego-
ries.

The top winner in se-
nior category competi-
tions received INR 5,000, 
followed by the runner-up 
with a cash award of INR 
3,000.

In junior champi-
onship, the top winner 
fetched a cash award of 
INR 3000, while the run-
ner-up received INR 2000 
respectively.

It may be mentioned 
that the Naga wrestling 

championship was held 
on Thur. with Kezhase-
luo-o Pienyü of Kohima 
village clinching the title. 
The second, third and 
fourth position winners 
were bagged by Kezhavizo 
Thevo, Mhasilhousie Nagi 
and Rovilhoulie Pier.

Results of freestyle 
wrestling
Senior men
57 kg category
1st – Sedeneito Sano 
(WASA)
2nd – Vilazoto Ngukha 
(SASA)
65 kg 

1st – Ruokuokehie Kha-
wakhrie (WASA)
2nd – Bisekhoto Gwirie 
(WASA)
74 kg 
1st – Petekhrietuo Pieny 
ü (NASA)
2nd – Neithongulie Kuot-
su (SASA)
86 kg 
1st – Kevizhakho Suokhrie 
(WASA)
2nd – Rokokhoto Lhousa 
(SASA)
Senior girls
50 kg 
Megolhoukhono (CSA)
U-17 boys

42 kg 
Keduvikho Temi (SASA)
46 kg 
1st – Petekhrielie Theün-
uo (NASA)
2nd – Zayievoto Kiso 
(SASA)
50 kg 
1st -   Metsikolie Zhünyü 
(WASA)
2nd – Seyieroko (WASA)
58 kg 
1st -   Rokokhoto Lhousa 
(WASA)
2nd – Diethosituo Yavio 
(WASA)
63 kg 
1st -   Medozhavi Lhousa 

(WASA)
2nd – Thejapfüto Chüsi 
(WASA)
U-17 girls
40 kg 
1st -   Vizakieno Kezo 
(SASA)
46 kg 
1st -   Khrieleno Rhakho 
(SASA)
2nd – Vikono Kezo (SASA)
49 kg 
1st -   Vizoseno Kiso 
(SASA)
2nd – Nosezonu Kuotsu 
(SASA)
52 kg 
1st -   Khriebuno (SASA)  

there  was  any  issue 
between him and the 
France international.

"I think you are nice 
with your words, be-
cause when you say 'a 
lot of speculation' you 
should say 'a lot of lies'," 
Mourinho told reporters 
on Friday.

"I accept and I can 
speak on Paul’s behalf 

without any kind of prob-
lem. Paul accepts that he 
has not been playing well 
in the last few matches 
but that's all.

"And if you want to 
speak about it, then that 
is one thing and your 
word 'speculation' may-
be makes a bit of sense.

"But the majority of 
things you can read and 

pyeongchang (South Ko-
rea), Feb. 16  (AFp): A beer 
company has come to the 
rescue of Jamaica's trou-
bled women's bobsleigh 
team by donating a sled, 
an official told AFP on 
Friday -- the eve of their 
Olympic debut.

Jamaican brewer Red 
Stripe pitched in after 
Jamaica's coach Sandra 
Kiriasis left the team this 
week and was reportedly 
demanding payment for 
use of their existing sled.

T h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n 
means Jamaica's women 
can make their fairytale 
debut in the Games, 30 
years after Jamaica's 
"Cool Runnings" men's 
team competed at Cal-
gary 1988.

They will take part in 
their first official training 
heats on Saturday at the 
Olympic Sliding Centre, 

a 1,376m ice chute in the 
South Korean mountains.

Red Stripe made their 
initial offer on Twitter, 
and then clarified that 
"this is not a joke".

"The Games are an 
honor to compete in, and 
as the No.1 beer in Ja-
maica we want to help 
those athletes realize 
their dreams," a state-
ment said.

K a t h l e e n  P u l i t o , 
spokeswoman for the Ja-
maican team, told AFP 
that the sled donation 
was genuine.

It has been a roller-
coaster journey for Ja-
maica's Carrie Russell 
and Jazmine Fenlator-
Victorian, who competed 
for the US at Sochi 2014 
and was in tears last week 
as she described her joy 
at being a role model for 
black children.

listen, don't be nice, be 
objective and say 'lies'.

"I don't have to speak 
with you about my con-
versations with my play-
ers. I don't have to tell 
you anything about it," 
the Portuguese boss 
added.

"It's my problem, it's 
the player's problem. It's 
a big lie that the relation 
is not good, a big lie that 
we don't communicate, 
a big lie that we don't 
agree with his positions 
and his involvement 
in the dynamic of the 
team."

Mour inho admit-
ted that in the last two 
matches Pogba "did not 
play well".

"Now it is my prob-
lem and Paul's problem 
to deal with it and to try 
to improve his perfor-
mance levels."

United face Hudder-
sfield in the last 16 of the 
FA Cup on Saturday.


