
Candidates from 24th Angetyongpang assembly constituency in Mokokchung district, and pastors and 
volunteers of Langpangkong students' Clean Election campaign share in a group photograph after the 
Town Hall meeting  at Longkong village in the district. 
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Mayang Lima (NDPP) and K Temjen Jamir (independent) along with LKMCECC members after the Town 
Hall meeting at Changtongya town hall on Feb. 14.
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TR Zeliang speaking at Kohima division's NPF election rally at Kohima on Feb. 14.
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Our correspondent
Mokokchung, Febru-
ary 15(EMN):  A Town 
Hall meeting for five can-
didates from 24th An-
getyongpang assembly 
constituency (AC) was 
held in Longkong vil-
lage Baptist Church in 
Mokokchung. The Town 
Hall meeting—or, locally 
in Nagaland, so-termed 
"common platform"—for 
political candidates to 
explain their programmes 
to citizens. The event was 
organised under the ae-
gis of the Langpangkong 
Students Conference and 
Langpangkong Kaketshir 
Mungdang Clean Election 
Campaign Committee 
(LKMCECC).   

Taking the stage, Na-
tionalist Congress Party 
(NCP) candidate Supong-
wati emphasised on what 
he called the lack of prop-
er medical and education-
al institutions especially 
in Phangsang area. He 
highlighted also the 'pa-
thetic road condition' in 
the area and for which the 
economy of the area had 
been affected adversely. 
He promised that if voted 
to the seat, he would work 
for the welfare of the con-
stituency's people.

Janata Dal (U) can-
didate Sashimar Jamir 

Alice Yhoshü
Kohima, Feb. 14 (EMN): 
Fifty-four years after 
the first Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly (NLA) 
was formed, the voice of 
women in the assembly re-
mains is still missing from 
the house of 60—Naga-
land is yet to elect any rep-
resentative from among 
women. The only time 
the state saw an elected 
woman was in 1977 when 
Rano M Shaiza defeated 
a former chief minister to 
become a member of the 
Lok Sabha.

Although there is wide 
disparity in participation 
between men and women 
in the state's politics and 
with no women ever being 
elected in a state general 
election till date, records 
have it that a few bold 
Naga women had been 
putting up a decent fight in 
some pockets of the state. 
They have been trying to 
find a place and a voice in 
the assembly from as early 
as the '60s. 

In 1969, Ravoleu (Rano 
Shaiza) contested from the 
Western Angami assembly 
constituency (AC) in Ko-
hima district; RL Kinghin 
fought from Bhandari AC 
in Wokha district. Shaiza 
put up another fight in 
1982 as the lone woman. 
The following assembly 
election saw three new fe-
male candidates: Sabeule 

from Peren AC, Chubale-
mla from Arkakong AC, 
and Lochumlo Yanthan 
from Bhandari AC. In 1993, 
Kinghin contested again, 
this time from Tyui AC, 
and was the lone woman 
candidate then too. 

The 2003 election also 
saw three women candi-
dates: Chubalemla from 
Aonglenden AC, Anupa-
ma Mech from Dimapur-
III AC, and Akheli from 
Ghaspani-II AC. In 2007, 
following the demise of 
the representative of Tu-
ensang Sadar-II A Lak-
iumong in 2006, a bye-
election was conducted  
in which Lakiumong’s wife 
Rhakila contested  but lost. 
The year 2008 may have 
been the turning point for 
Naga women in politics 
when again Rakhila lost 
narrowly to Kejong by only  
353 votes. 

The number of female 
candiates increased dur-
ing the 2008 assembly 
polls with Rhakila contest-
ing again from the same 
constituency; Zeneisele 
from Dimapur-I AC; Soly 
Pungro from Kiphire AC, 
and Rosemary Jamir from 
Alongtaki constituency. In 
2013, there were only two 
women contenders: Dr. 
Yangerla contesting from 
Mokokchung Town AC, 
and Rhakila from Tuen-
sang Sadar-II. 

More On Page 5

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 14 (EMN): Reacting 
to the charge of extortion against 
three officials in the Nagaland 
chief minister’s office (CMO) who 
were summoned by the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) for 
questioning, Chief Minister TR  
Zeliang on Wed. said, ‘This is not 
a new case’ and that the three 
officials would be going as sum-
moned to explain their position.

Speaking to media persons 
during sidelines of a programme 
at Kohima, Zeliang not totally de-
nying it as a politically motivated 
case said, ‘This is not a new case. 
Last year they have dropped the 
summon case and now they rack 
up the same issue.’

When the issue came up in the 
month of July and August during 
the previous year, Zeliang said he 
had clarified that the case had 
nothing to do with the CMO and 
that it had nothing to do with the 
NSCN-K or any other agency.

When asked about the identi-
ty of the three officials summoned 
by the NIA, Zeliang said they 
include OSD Rokovizo Chupfuo, 
Press Secretary Karaibo Chawang, 
and Kueiherang Zeliang who will 
go and 'explain their position.'

Also when asked if his govern-
ment had any report of people 
paying terrorists, he said unless 
the reports are submitted he 
cannot say anything as some 
departmental investigation have 
taken place in the Land Resource, 
Agriculture, Rural Development 
departments etc., is still going on. 

More Page 5

Langpangkong makes a difference in Mokokchung
Angetyongpang's five speak about their vision NPF, NPP candidates fail to attend 

'common platform' of Arkakong

NPF has now dedicated, committed members — Zeliang Will 2018 be watershed 
for Naga women in 
state politics?

Zeliang clarifies 
NIA  summon
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 22° 07°

Agartala 28° 13°

Gangtok 22° 06°

Guwahati 27° 12°

Imphal 24° 06°

Itanagar 20° 10°

Shillong 18° 05°

Delhi 25° 12°

Kolkata 30° 14°

Chennai 32° 20°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 18° 05°
DIMAPUR 28° 16°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 88%
DIMAPUR Nil 94%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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If you live to be a 
hundred, I want to live 
to be a hundred minus 
one day so I never have 

to live without you. 

~ A. A. Milne

Mirror Takes

"Wow!! You have some 
supporters... Even the songs 

cannot stop them from 
supporting you..."

~ Arien
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pointed to what he said 
was 'disparity of social 
classes.' He assured to 
'bridge the gap by work-
ing for the downtrodden.'

Asserting that Ange-
tyongpang area was one 
of the most-backward 
constituency in Naga-
land with 'no scope' for 
youths to put their skills 
to earning livelihoods, he 
promised, if elected, to set 
up a core committee com-
prising young scholars, 
intellectuals and profes-
sionals from various fields 
to 'identify areas where 
young people can tap into 
resources and work to-
wards self-sustenance.'

He promised likewise 
to set up a committee in 
partnership with village 
education committees to 
identify bright students 
from poor families and 
drop-out students. He 
assured to start a special 
programme that would 
give financial assistance 
and special tuition to the 
needy students.

Coming to the sub-
ject of agriculture, he said 
that in other Indian states 
there were farmers richer 
than the average Naga 
gazette officer. If elected, 
he promised to make An-
getyongpang a 'wholesale 
farming hub' by properly 

using resources from the 
area through various gov-
ernment schemes and 
private investing agen-
cies.

That said, he request-
ed his opponents that 
whoever may win they 
ought not to forget the 
welfare of Angetyong-
pang. He urged them to 
work for the overall devel-
opment of the area. 

In his address, Naga 
People's Front candidate 
S Chuba Longkumer as-
sured to continue working 
for the grassroot and work 
for the development of 
the area 'in transparency.' 

More on Page 5

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Feb. 14 
(EMN): Out of four candi-
dates from  22nd Arkakong 
assembly constituency 
(AC) only two candidates 
turned up to share the 
stage that was organised 
by the Langpangkong 
Kaketshir Mungdang-
Clean Election  Campaign 
Committee (LKM-CECC) 
at Changtongya town on 
Wed. in Mokokchung.

The two candidates 
who spoke about their 
vision and agenda to the 
electorate were Mayang 
Lima of the National-
ist Democratic Progres-
sive Party (NDPP)  and K 
Temjen Jamir, an inde-
pendent candidate. 

Former advisor Nuklu-
toshi of the Naga People's 
Front (NPF) and Imnatiba 
of the National People's 
Party failed to turn up for 
the event at which stake-
holders from all the vil-
lages and towns under the 
constituency attended.

In  h i s  a d d re s s ,  K 
Temjen Jamir passion-
ately declared that he was 
contesting the elections to 
fight corruption and 'so-
cial evils both politically 
and socially.' Jamir, the 

editor of the  Ao vernacu-
lar newspaper Tir Yimyim, 
said that there were lead-
ers who contest elections 
for personal gain rather 
than to fulfil the aspira-
tions of the people.

"They are many lead-
ers who are not con-
cerned for the common 
people plying the dusty 
pathetic roads, hospitals 
without proper medi-
cines, schools without 
proper infrastructure...
therefore it is not a po-
litical fight but a fight to 
address and voice out the 

people's problems," Jamir 
asserted.

Saying that there was 
a huge gap between the 
people in power and the 
common people,  Jamir 
assured the people that he 
wanted to bridge the gap 
between the two by rais-
ing people's grievances 
both in the assembly and 
outside of it. He wondered 
why people 'talk about 
bringing change but they 
do not change.' He chal-
lenged that voters to take 
the election as a spiritual 
war to bring change.

Jamir vowed to the 
electorate 'to fight for 
a clean government for 
which youths will not 
have to bow down their 
heads when asked what 
they do for a living.' 

Also, Mayang Lima 
from the Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive 
Party, who hails from 
Chuchuyimlang village 
claimed that he was con-
testing in the election to 
fulfil the 'rights of the peo-
ple' which he said were 
rightfully theirs to claim. 

More on Page 5

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 14 (EMN): Chief 
Minister TR Zeliang has con-
fidently declared that ‘what 
remains are the selfless, dedi-
cated and committed mem-
bers who are determined to 
restore, strengthen and project a 
new image of the state.’ He was 
speaking in the context of his 
claim that 'many self-seekers, 
political mercenaries and im-
posters who tried to destroy the 
image of Nagaland' had been 
'weeded out' of the Naga Peo-
ple's Front (NPF) during the past 
few months.

Speaking at the Kohima divi-
sion's NPF election rally at the 
party's central office on Wed. 
Zeliang said that the task before 
the party now was to ‘cut out–to 
ensure maximum participation 
of our voters in the true spirit 
of clean elections and emerge 
victorious.’

Taking a dig at the newly-
floated Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP), Ze-
liang said ‘as they (NDPP) know 
their size they ran for seat shar-
ing chasing BJP central leaders 
to Guwahati-Delhi back to state 
and ran to Delhi with an offer 
of seat 20/30/40, whereas we 
were asked to share 15 which 
could not be agreed because it 
was not practicable in Nagaland 
politics.’

On the Naga political issue, 
the chief minister claimed that 
the NPF had given voice for the 
past 55 years and was all for a 
solution to the Naga political 
issue before the elections to 
the assembly. He however, said 
that ‘we had to join the electoral 
process as it was a constitutional 
and legal requirement and we 
did not want a repeat of 1998 

or let the state go through Presi-
dent’s Rule.’

Although the NPF is confi-
dent of sweeping the elections, 
Zeliang said that the party stands 
by its commitment to keep ‘solu-
tion first’; it is committed to mak-
ing a way for any new dispensa-
tion that might be required once 
a final settlement is reached.

While stating that the Naga 
political issue was the party’s 
'top most priority,' he said that 
the organisation will continue to 
work with tribal 'hohos' and apex 
bodies; the church, and the Naga 
'political' groups toward a final 
settlement

Describing the NPF party as 
the torchbearer of regionalism in 
the Northeast region and the first 
to have aligned with the ruling 
BJP-led National Democratic Al-
liance government at the centre, 
he was of the view that ‘we will 
be treated with care and respect 
by mainland India, and the rest 

of the world only if we firmly 
maintain our unique tribal and 
regional identity.’ 

While calling upon the Nagas 
to be united and prepare to battle 
the 2018 election, president of 
the Naga People’s Front (NPF), 
Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu cat-
egorically stated that ‘the 2018 
general election is not just a con-
test between the political parties 
for the formation of government, 
but it will be a contest between 
outside forces and the force of 
the Naga people.’ 

Taking a dig at the BJP-NDPP 
alliance, Liezietsu asserted that 
‘the present politics is beyond 
politics and that Naga people can 
clearly see that BJP shouldering 
with some selfish Naga leaders 
is penetrating to our land. Naga 
people should realise that this is 
not just politics but something 
else where we might lose our 
identity and faith one day.’

More on Page 5
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Kma. Wozhuro flays assault on member; 
appeals for 24hrs security in Wokha district

Expenditure monitoring 
training in Bhandari 

Mkg: Schedule for expenditure register inspection

PM’s interaction with students 
to be broadcasted by DD

BJP Tsg. denounce fake news

BJP Wokha condemns 
violence in district

Mon’s women union  
formed to fight poverty

Selling one’s right is against God’s will

Chizami’s candidates 
urged to form stable govt.  

Weather forecast in other Districts 
Max Min DP rh rf

WoKha 19.4 11.6 14.5 96 NIL

ZBt 13.7 7.8 11.9 95 NIL

Mon 28 13.2 15.4 90 NIL

tuensanG 16 8 4.1 51 NIL

MKG 15.2 7.4 7.1 52 NIL

PheK 21 9 10.4 70 NIL

KiPhire 15 9 9.2 84 NIL

sechÜ ZuBZa 23 12 11.2 56 NIL

tseMinYu 26 13 13.6 53 NIL

JaLuKie 34 15 15.1 100 NIL

ManGKoLeMBa 28 17.4 14.9 54 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

8th Western Angami to oragnise 
town hall meeting
The 8th Western Angami, Urban Panchayats Union  will be 
organising a common Town Hall meeting also referred to as 
‘common platform’ for all the candidates on  Feb. 17  at 11 
am at APO hall, Midland in Kohima. The meeting is meant 
for the polling stations of Daklane, New Market, Midland, 
Naga hospital, and Officers Hill. Candidates will be given 20 
minutes each to speak, it informed.

Tibetan shops to remain closed from Feb. 16 
In view of the Tibetan New Year, the Tibetan Bhutia Buddhist 
Welfare Association has informed that Tibetan shops and 
restaurants will remain closed from Feb. 16 to 19th.

Dmr: Vehicles requisitioned asked to report
The district election officer of Dimapur has informed owners 
whose vehicles have been requisitioned and have not 
reported for checking on Feb. 10 to report to the Transport 
Cell, deputy commissioner’s office on or before Feb. 15 
during office hours.  Failure to comply with the notice will 
invite penalty under section 167 of the Representation of 
the People Act 1951, which may extend to the cancellation 
of the vehicle permit, the order stated.

Inspection of register for Dmr. candidates
The district election officer of Dimapur, Sushil Kumar Patel 
has informed intending candidates and agents that the 
first inspection of shadow register shall be conducted for 
all five assembly constituencies of Dimapur district by 
expenditure observer at the conference room of Police Mess 
in Chumukedima on Feb. 15 at 11 am. Candidates have been 
informed to send their agents positively.

Pughoboto: 1st level checking for 
VVPAT rescheduled 
The first level checking for five VVPATs under 13th Pughoboto 
assembly constituency has been rescheduled on Feb. 16 at 
9 am. The 2nd randomisation of EVMs and VVPATs for the 
constituency will be conducted at 10 am on the same day.

Tsg’s DEO notifies on postal ballot
The district election officer of Tuensang, L Jamithing Lotha 
has notified all the polling and police personnel that casting 
of postal ballot will be held at postal ballot facilitation centre 
at the Town Hall in Tuensang on Feb. 23 and 14th between 
10 am to 2 pm. Government employees and police personnel 
engaged in election duty have been asked to report along 
with the appointment letter and duty detail order.

Voters’ slips for Pughoboto prepared 
The returning officer of Pughoboto, Tiayanger Jamir, 
has notified that voters’ slips for all electors under 13th 
Pughoboto assembly constituency have been prepared and 
ready for distribution. All the 33 booth level officers (BLOs) 
under the constituency have been asked to report to the 
office of RO at 11 am on Feb. 15 to collect the voters’ slips.
BLAs of political parties and candidates agents have been 
informed to liaise with BLOs during the distribution process. 
The collection of voters slips by BLOs has been scheduled at 
11 am on Feb. 15 and distribution from Feb. 16 to 20th.

News iN Brief

CorreCtion
MLA Y Vikheho Swu was first elected to the Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly in 2013 from the Pughoboto As-
sembly Constituency on a Naga People’s Front (NPF) 
party ticket. In the current assembly elections he is 
contesting again from the same constituency on an 
NPF ticket. In the state page of our Feb.14 edition a 
graphics showing details of assembly constituencies, 
his party was incorrectly published as INC.

Dimapur, Feb. 14 (EMN): 
Naga National Political 
Groups (NNPGs) has re-
iterated its non-involve-
ment in the ensuing elec-
tions and cautioned all the 
national workers against 
tarnishing the image of 
Naga groups. 

Stating that political 
negotiations with GOI 
would also resume after 
elections, media cell of the 
NNPGs Working Group 
has appealed to the Naga 
people to remain calm and 
avoid violence in the im-
posed elections. 

Irrespective of which-
ever party comes to power, 
NNPGs stated that the 
members must work to-
wards facilitating an hon-
ourable and acceptable 

political solution between 
NNPGs and GOI.

NNPGs Working Com-
mittee also clarified to the 
people of Nagaland that 
the signing of the Agreed 
Position or a Preamble of 
the Negotiations between 
the GOI and the NNPGs on 
November 17, 2017, was 
unprecedented. 

“It is unwise to link 
NNPGs 17th November 
2017 agreement with GOI 
and NSCN (IM)’s Frame-
work Agreement of 3rd 
August 2015. Though both 
are for the same people, 
the former is as clear as the 
blue sky while the latter is 
shrouded in mystery and 
apprehension. This is the 
different between the two,” 
the statement added.

Dimapur, Feb 14 (EMN): 
Political mudslinging be-
tween two national par-
ties namely the Nagaland 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (NPCC) and the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) in the state con-
tinue unabated in their 
attempt to woo voters in 
the forthcoming state as-
sembly elections.

State BJP has termed as 
‘amusing’ on the NPCC’s 
eagerness to reach out to 
NPF, once staunch rival, 
on the line of a so-called 
‘secular front’ in the en-
suing election. While not-
ing that NPCC could set 
up only 18 candidates 
despite enormous efforts, 
state BJP has termed as 
it a desperate attempt, 
which is presently in ‘ICU 
and on the verge of the 
grave.’

Accusing the Congress 
of failing to deliver devel-

opment upto the peo-
ple’s expectation during 
its rule in the state, BJP 
media cell stated that the 
politics of previous Con-
gress governments in the 
state was characterised by 
empty promises, rhetoric, 
bribery, publicity-stunt 
crowds and defections.

On the Naga politi-
cal issue, BJP claimed 
that the issue was kept 
in abeyance during the 
Dr. Manmohon Singh re-
gime, adding that it was 
only after BJP came to 
power under Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi that 
talks have progressed 
expeditiously, decisively 
and now nearing conclu-
sion by taking along all 
stakeholders. 

It claimed that BJP’s 
priority was to provide a 
stable government sans 
corruption. BJP also stat-
ed that it would endeav-

our to bring maximum 
development to the peo-
ple in the shortest period.

Responding to the al-
legations, NPCC retorted 
that India has survived as 
secular and democratic 
nation because of Con-
gress party that thwarted 
the Hindutva agenda of 
the RSS for many years. 
NPCC stated that the 
growth and survival of BJP 
is fuelled by ‘communal 
and polarising politics.’

NPCC media cell to-
day stated that the hard 
talks of the BJP on one 
nation one language one 
culture jeopardises the 
very existence of India as 
union of states.

As far as Naga political 
issue is concerned, NPCC 
said it was the Congress 
which had always re-
spected the sentiments 
of the people and had 
endeavoured to solve the 

problem through peace-
ful and constitutional 
means.

Stating that Nagas 
do not need the divisive 
and communal agenda 
of the BJP, state Con-
gress said their sinister 
agenda based on Hin-
dutva philosophy has 
no place or respect for 
Nagas as people. It has 
questioned those Nagas 
in the BJP to clarify as to 
whether they are accept-
ed as equals or as rank 
outsiders by the BJP-RSS 
high command. 

Also stating that the 
BJP in the garb of “devel-
opment agenda” is slowly 
attempting to condition 
the minds of the popu-
lace, it reminded the peo-
ple to be wary of the word 
‘development,’ saying it 
only means “Develop-
ment of Hindutva agen-
da” in BJP’s vocabulary.

Dimapur, Feb. 14 (EMN): 
The first satellite opioid 
substitution therapy 
(OST) centre in Naga-
land was inaugurated at 
Community Health Cen-
tre in Noklak on Feb. 8 by 
the deputy chief medical 
officer of Tuensang Dr. I 
Temsu Longchar. A press 
release from CMO office 

Tuensang on Wednesday 
informed.

In his speech, Dr. 
Longchar encouraged 
parents and civil society 
to support the OST pro-
gramme  so that a drug 
dependent person can 
slowly lead a productive 
life in future through this 
service. 

During the launching 
of the satellite OST, nine 
clients from parent OST 
centre District Hospital 
Tuensang were trans-
ferred to Noklak satel-
lite OSTC and five new 
clients were registered 
out of which two clients 
started the treatment, it 
informed.

Dimapur, Feb. 14 (EMN): 
The Bharatiya Janata 
Party of 54th assembly 
constituency of Tuensang 
Sadar -II has denounced 
what it stated to be false 
and malicious rumour 
about the demise of their 
party candidate.

A press note from 
mandal president, NT 
Mongko stated that the 

fake news was ‘spread 
by some unscrupulous 
person(s) in certain social 
media with an intention 
to destroy her electoral 
prospect in this ensuing 
election.’

“On the contrary our 
candidate is in top health 
condition and very much 
sound and alive,” the par-
ty clarified.

Dimapur, Feb. 14 (EMN): The Ko-
hima Wozhuro Range Union has 
strongly condemned the alleged 
physical assault on one of its mem-
bers at around 6 pm at Forest colony 
in Wokha by a group of miscreants.

The miscreants have physically 
assaulted, manhandled and attacked 
its members without any rhyme or 
reasons trespassing on his private 
residence, a press note from union 
chairman on Wed. stated. 

“The miscreants attacked the vic-
tim with a gun butt and was serious-
ly injured... undergoing treatment at 
Kohima,” the press release stated.

The union strongly appealed to 
the district administration and dis-
trict executive force to promptly in-
vestigate and ascertain the identity 
of perpetrators at the earliest and 
book them under relevant sections 
of the IPC. 

The union viewed the repeated 
assault and attack incidences as 
‘provocative action challenging oth-
er Lotha village citizens residing in 
Wokha town.’ 

“These continuous incidences 
had been occurring in every election 
period for the last 15 years under the 
very eyes and ears of the law keepers 
which had been tolerated for long 
by the victimised village citizens re-
siding in Wokha town and if it is not 
stop[sic] or curb[sic] at the earliest, 
a day may come where other 153 
Lotha village citizens may compel 
to retaliate or may up-rise against 
it in future with a befitting response 
whether in Wokha, Kohima or Di-
mapur to defend its village citizens,” 
the press release stated.

 It is quite irrational and unbe-
coming of any sane human to let 
one or two Lotha villages to bulldoze 
the majority just for the sake of elec-
tions, the union said.

The union further appealed to 
the district administration and po-
lice force to provide 24 hours central 
force security at the national high-
way from Forest colony to Longsa 
village and all sensitive areas that 
had been screened by the adminis-
tration in Wokha town.

Dimapur, Feb. 14 (EMN): The retun-
ing officer of 40th assembly constitu-
ency Bhandari, conducted election 
expenditure monitoring training for 
candidates and agents on Feb. 13 at the 
additional deputy commissioner’s con-
ference hall, Bhandari. DPRO updated 
on Wednesday.

During the training, he stressed on 
acquisition of permission and exemp-
tion of vehicles for use for the purpose 
of election. Permission and no objec-
tion certificate should be obtained 
from him for all campaign related 
programmes such as rally and meet-
ing by candidates, political parties or 
star campaigner within the constitu-
ency, RO informed. Reminding that all 
expenditure reflected on a candidate 
will be routed from the amount of the 
candidate’s separate bank account, the 
officer advised them to carefully main-
tain the account. 

Informing that the time schedule 
has been provided in a systematic man-
ner for each candidate for expenditure 
monitoring updates, he urged the can-
didates / agents to observe and submit 
their expected expenditure updates on 
the scheduled time.

Dimapur, Feb. 14 (EMN): The 
women self help groups (SHG) of 
the Nagaland State Rural Liveli-
hood (NSRLM) of Mon RD block 
has formed the block level feder-
ation (BLF), a higher level insti-
tution for the women groups, at 
DRDA resource centre on Feb. 9. 

During the training and for-
mation of block level federa-
tion, Project Director Wennyei 
Konyak, who is also the district 
mission manager, in his address 
said women should take up the 
NSRLM, a flagship government 
programme sincerely and ac-
tively. 

He reminded that Mon block 
having been chosen as resource 
block of NSRLM in Mon district 
should produce successful quali-
ties for other blocks to follow.

Resource persons for the 
training, ADPM Hangsa Konyak, 
BPM Yatao Konyak spoke on role, 
objectives and functions of the 
federation while District Coor-
dinator Rajuselie Lhousa shared 

Dimapur, Feb. 14 (EMN): In-
spection of expenditure reg-
ister by expenditure observ-
ers for Mokokchung district 
assembly constituencies has 
been scheduled as follows:

For 25th Mongoya AC - 
1st inspection will be on Feb. 
15 at 12 noon, 2nd inspec-
tion on Feb. 19 at 11 am, and 
3rd inspection on Feb. 24 at 
11 am at additional deputy 
commissioner’s conference 

hall.
For 27th Mokokchung 

town AC - 1st inspection on 
Feb. 17 at 11 am, 2nd inspec-
tion on Feb. 21 at 11 am, and 
3rd inspection on Feb. 25 at 
11 am at the returning of-
ficer’s chamber.

For 28th Koridang AC - 
1st inspection on Feb. 17 at 1 
pm, 2nd inspection on Feb. 
21 at 1 pm and 3rd inspec-
tion on Feb. 25 at 1 pm at the 

returning officer’s chamber.
Candidates have been 

asked to produce the ex-
penditure register either 
in person or through the 
agent or any person duly au-
thorized by the candidate. 
General public may also be 
present during the inspec-
tion and can obtain the copy 
of expenditure register of 
any candidate on payment 
of nominal charges.

Dimapur, Feb. 14 (EMN): 
Director School Education 
Wongthungo Tsopoe has 
informed that the Prime 
Minister of India Naren-
dra Modi will be interact-
ing with the students of 
schools and colleges on 
how to reduce exam stress 
on Feb. 16 from 11 am to 12 

noon. 
The programme will be 

broadcasted live by Doord-
arshan through DD Nation-
al, DD News and DD India. 
In this regard, all the heads 
of institutions (both govt. 
and private) have been 
informed to make neces-
sary arrangements in their 

respective schools so as to 
enable the students to view 
and listen to the telecast. 

The compliance of the 
notification has been asked 
to submit through email 
(director.se.nagaland@
gmail.com) within one 
week from the date of tel-
ecast of the programme.

Dimapur, Feb. 14 (EMN): 
The Bharatiya Janata 
Party of Wokha district 
has condemned the dam-
ages of vehicles and other 
violence in different lo-
calities especially at 37th 
assembly constituency 
recently.

A press release from 
its media cell appealed 
to the people to restrain 
from any kind of violence 
or damage of vehicles or 

properties as violence will 
never bring solution. 

While condemning 
the incidents, the party 
cautioned that it will ‘ini-
tiate prompt and be-fit-
ting action against those 
behind spreading or en-
couraging any communal 
violence in the coming 
days ahead of poll by tak-
ing support of the appro-
priate sections of the law 
and the IT Act.’

Dimapur, Feb. 14 (EMN): 
Shamatore-Chessore As-
sembly Constituency Con-
gress Committee (ACCC) 
has resolved to support the 
official NDPP candidate 
from 58th Shamatore-Ches-
sore assembly constituency 
in the forthcoming assem-
bly elections. This was in-
formed in a press release 
issued to media on Wed. by 
constituency president and 
secretary.

The resolution was ac-
cording to  the earlier deci-
sion taken by the Congress 
party (INC) of 58th Sham-
atore-Chessore assembly 
constituency along with 
all its frontal organisations 
and village unit officials 
representing 34 polling sta-
tions at Shamatore town on 
Aug. 3 2017, to dissolve the 
Congress party and unani-
mously pledge to merge 
with the NDPP led by 
Chingwang Konyak and MP 
Lok Sabha Neiphiu Rio, the 
press release stated. 

Dimapur, Feb. 14 (EMN): 
President of Chakhesang 
Public Organization, 
Kekhwengulo Lea urged 
the intending candi-
dates for the 17th Chiza-
mi constituency to fulfil 
what they have said on 
the ‘common platform 
‘once they win and to be 
instrumental in forming 
clean and stable govern-
ment after the election.

Lea was speaking at 
the ‘common platform’ 
programme, organised 
for candidates by the 
Chakhesang Clean Elec-
tion Movement (CCEM) 
on Feb. 14 at the local 
ground of Chizami, up-
dates from organisers 
informed. 

Sharing concerns of 
Chakhesang community, 
the president reminded 

VCCs, women and youth 
front and Chakhesang 
Student Union to uphold 
the interest of the Cha-
khesang people.

Convener of CCEM, 
Dr. Küzhopoyo Tünyi, 
expounded the purpose 
of the movement. He also 
cautioned voters from 
selling their votes as sell-
ing one’s right is against 
the will of the Lord. 

Candidates were also 
urged to observe the 
elections code of con-
duct and keep oneself 
worthy of being a lead-
er. 

All the candidates 
gave a brief highlight of 
their party’s manifesto, 
visions and plans for the 
people of the constitu-
ency in particular and 
Nagas in general.

NNPGs not to involve in election

Political mudslinging continues unabated

First opioid substitution centre 
in state inaugurated at Noklak

Shamatore-Chessore’s 
ACCC to support NDPP 

Dr. I Temsu Longchar at the inauguration of satellite OST at CHC in Noklak.

A section of gathering attending the Town Hall meeting at Chizami town on Feb. 14

Wennyei Konyak addressing the gathering 
on Feb 9 in Mon.

on financial institutions viable for 
rural people.

Office bearers elected for two 
years term will be headed by Es-
ther Konyak as president, Rachel 
Konyak as vice president, Leijoi as 
general secretary, Ngapnon as as-
sistant general secretary, P Zemy-
on as finance secretary and Pheiya 
as information secretary.
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Chief Election Commissioner OP Rawat and officials at the inauguration of the SVEEP photograph exhibition 
on Feb. 14 at Hotel Japfu in Kohima.

(L-R) Azheto Zhimomi (NPF), Wedie-U-Kronu (NPP), Lun Tungnung (INC), and Tokheho 
Yepthomi (NDPP) at the ‘common platform’ on Feb. 14.

EM Images

Kohima gets GPS 
vehicle tracking centre

Different candidates, same ‘change’

CEC inaugurates SVEEP exhibition

State

Member of the Lok Sabha Neiphiu Rio and Minister of State for Home Affairs Kiren Rijiju walk to the 
venue of a campaign event of the Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party in Mon town on Feb. 14.

A walk in Mon

February 14 evening at the 
Hotel Japfu, Kohima. The 
photo exhibition included 
various awareness pro-
gramme, poster campaign 
and VVAPAT demonstra-
tions held in different dis-
trict of Nagaland organised 
by CEO Nagaland.

SVEEP booklet re-
corded 2510 Persons with 

Disabilities (Locomotor 
disabilities-712, speech 
hearing disabilities-415, 
visually impaired-808 and 
others-575) from all the 
districts of Nagaland were 
registered in the electoral 
roll this year, where special 
facilities would be made 
available in all the polling 
stations.

SVEEP focused at en-
couraging the PwDS to ex-
ercise their rights to vote by 
making them aware about 
various facilities available 
at polling stations and mo-
tivating them to be part of 
the democratic fabric. The 
first identification and 
special drives on registra-
tion of PwDs in the state 

Battleground 2018
23 Impur Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Mokokchung
Total Polling Stations : 20

Total Voters : 10044
Male Voters : 5092

Female Voters : 4952
Last sitting MLA : Imtiwapang Aier(INC)

Runner-up : T.N.Manen (NPF)
Margin : 2525

CAnDiDAtes in 2018
imtiwapang Aier (nPF)
t. n. Mannen (nDPP)

21 Tuli Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Mokokchung
Total Polling Stations : 30

Total Voters : 17219
Male Voters : 8997

Female Voters : 8222
Last sitting MLA : Amenba Yaden(IND)

Runner-up : L.Temjen Jamir (NPF)
Margin : 2749

CAnDiDAtes in 2018

28 Koridang Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Mokokchung
Total Polling Stations : 30

Total Voters : 17250
Male Voters : 8791

Female Voters : 8459
Last sitting MLA : Imkong L. Imchen(NPF)

Runner-up : T. Chalukumba Ao (IND)
Margin : 5735

CAnDiDAtes in 2018
imkong L.imchen (nPF)
C. Lima imchen (nDPP)
t. Chalukumba Ao (nPP)

25 Mongoya Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Mokokchung
Total Polling Stations : 25

Total Voters : 15898
Male Voters : 7773

Female Voters : 8119
Last sitting MLA : Merentoshi R. Jamir(NPF)

Runner-up : Ngangshi K.Ao (INC)
Margin : 4683

CAnDiDAtes in 2018

ngangshi K Ao (nPF)

Alemtemshi Jamir (nDPP)

s.supongmeren Jamir (nPP)

30 Alongtaki Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Mokokchung
Total Polling Stations : 34

Total Voters : 14335
Male Voters : 7157

Female Voters : 7157
Last sitting MLA : Benjongliba(NPF)

Runner-up : Moatoshi Longkumer (IND)
Margin : 1491

CAnDiDAtes in 2018
Benjongliba Aier (nPF)

temjen imna Along (BJP)

EM GraphicsSource: ECI/CEO

22 Arkakong Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Mokokchung
Total Polling Stations : 25

Total Voters : 16231
Male Voters : 8253

Female Voters : 7978
Last sitting MLA : Nuklutoshi(NPF)

Runner-up : Takatiba Masa Ao (INC)
Margin : 1450

CAnDiDAtes in 2018
nuklutoshi (nPF)

Mangyang Lima (nDPP)
imnatiba (nPP) 

K.temjen Jamir (inD)

27 Mokokchung Town Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Mokokchung
Total Polling Stations : 8

Total Voters : 7135
Male Voters : 3538

Female Voters : 3597
Last sitting MLA : C. Apok Jamir(INC)

Runner-up : Rosemtong (NPF)
Margin : 47

CAnDiDAtes in 2018

24 Angetyongpang Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Mokokchung
Total Polling Stations : 20

Total Voters : 15469
Male Voters : 7953

Female Voters : 7516
Last sitting MLA : S. Chuba Longkumer(IND)

Runner-up : Sashimar (NPF)
Margin : 412

CAnDiDAtes in 2018

29 Jangpetkong Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Mokokchung
Total Polling Stations : 18

Total Voters : 11105
Male Voters : 5647

Female Voters : 5458
Last sitting MLA : Longrineken(NPF)

Runner-up : E.T. Sunup (IND)
Margin : 156

CAnDiDAtes in 2018
e. t sunup (nPF)

 Longrineken (BJP)
K. Chuba (nPP)

26 Aonglenden Assembly Constituency

Administrative Dist. : Mokokchung
Total Polling Stations : 16

Total Voters : 12070
Male Voters : 8996

Female Voters : 6074
Last sitting MLA : Imtikumzuk(INC)

Runner-up : Toshipokba (NPF)
Margin : 971

CAnDiDAtes in 2018
toshipokba Jamir (nPF)

 imtikumzuk (nDPP)
C. Apok Jamir (nPF)

Metsubo Jamir (nDPP) 
Rongsenshilu (inC)
temsuwati (inD)

Amenba Yaden (nPF)
James imtikumba Yaden(nDPP)

Lepzungchiba Jamir (inC)
L. temjen Jamir(JDU)

s. imtiwapang Jamir (nCP)
Lipokmar tzudir (LJP)

i. Chubatangit Jamir (inD)

s. Chuba Longkumer (nPF)
Alemtemshi Jamir (nDPP)

sashimar (JDU)
supongwati (nCP)  

tongpang Ozukum (inD)

electoral roll was done in 
2016, which achieved a 
total of 1501.   

The ECI team also held 
a meeting with the repre-
sentatives from different 
political parties. It was 
informed that review pres-
entation would be held 
with the CEO and state the 
police nodal officer and 
also have a review meet-
ing with all DEOs /SPs /
Commissioner /IG CRPF 
/DIG ranges. There would 
also be separate meeting 
with officials from the de-
partments of Income Tax, 
Excise, Narcotics (both 
state and central), and RBI 
representatives.

On February 15, the 
team would meet the chief 
secretary, the DGP and 
other senior government 
officials followed by a 
press conference at Hotel 
Japfu at 10.45 a.m.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Feb. 14: At the Man-
deville Gardens in Purana Bazaar 
on Feb. 14, four candidates to the 
Nagaland assembly elections from 
Dimapur-3 spoke of a common 
dream: Bringing “change.”

The candidates were Azheto 
Zhimomi (Naga People’s Front-
NPF), Wedie-U-Kronu (National 
People’s Party-NPP), Tokheho 
Yepthomi (Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party-NDPP) and 
Lun Tungnung (Indian National 
Congress-INC).

The organiser of the event 
was East Dimapur Sumi Youth 
Organisation (EDSYO), one of 
several community organiza-
tions that also decided to hold the 
now commonly called ‘common 
platform’—a combined discourse 
on political agenda—as Nagaland 
readies for the assembly elec-
tions. 

The programme was con-
ducted with the theme “know 
your leaders” which exactly what 
was expected as nearly a thousand 
electors gathered. 

Azheto Zhimomi of the NPF 
assured that he would ‘promote 
and safeguard the rights of mi-
norities.’ When queried about 
his ‘short-term’ and ‘long-term’ 
plans, he spoke about developing 
constituency first, promote the 
youth, and “do good work for the 
Naga people.” 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 14 (EMN): 
It is good news for vehi-
cle owners as the state 
capital now has a centre 
to track vehicles that go 
missing.

Though it was not the 
first in Nagaland, yet a 
proper office for GPS ve-
hicle tracking has been set 
up in Kohima. It was in-
formed that such centres 
had been introduced in 
Dimapur prior to this.

The business venture 
is an initiative of Naleo & 
Mor Enterprise, in part-
nership with a Bengaluru 
based technology. The 
office is located at Lower 
Bayavü Hill, near Chris-
tian Revival Church, Kohi-
ma. The proprietors of the 
newly established venture 
are Vibeituo Naleo and 
Kevirhebi Mor.

This GPS centre will 
help the customers in 
tracking their vehicles 
anytime, anywhere if it 

goes missing. The track-
ing device is meant for all 
types of vehicles includ-
ing private, commercial, 
trucks, taxi and also for 
channel distribution and 
educational institution.

The key features are 
vehicle immobilisation, 
geo-fence, tamper alarm, 
real time tracking, long 
battery life, track playback, 
sleep mode and ACC/igni-
tion on/off alert.

‘Vehicle immobilisa-
tion’ is a feature which 
prevents a vehicle from 
being driven away with 
an immediate effect, 
while ‘geo-fencing’ sends 
out alerts to registered 
numbers when the ve-
hicle enters and exists 
from a defined geograph-
ic area.

The ‘Tamper alarm’ 
is an additional feature 
which generates an alert 
immediately to the use on 
tampering of the vehicle, 
while by using the feature 

of ‘Real time tracking’ 
feature, it instantly locate 
the vehicle anytime any-
where.

Through the ‘ACC/
ignition on/off alert,’ this 
feature raises an alert if 
it senses that a vehicle’s 
ignition has been turned 
on without the owner’s 
consent. Meanwhile, the 
‘mobile app & portal’ is 
user friendly mobile app 
and web portal provide 
easy access to monitor 
and generate reports.

Kevirhebi Mor, one 
among the two proprie-
tors, said that they will 
initially start with Kohima 
district and will further ex-
pand to other districts.

The cost of the GPS 
tracking device defers de-
pending on the additional 
features, Mor informed.

The dedicatory prayer 
for the new office inaugu-
ration was offered by Kevi-
chalie Metha, pastor, Pera-
ciezie Baptist Church.

Wedie-U-Kronu from the NPP 
who is one of five women contest-
ing this year said that only “paper 
wars” cannot be fought and that 
she needs the support of the peo-
ple to fight the corrupted system. 
“The government should be better 
than what it already is,” she said. 
“I don’t want to take on veteran 
leaders and politicians but I want 
to wipe out corrupt leaders,” said 
Kronu. Unfortunately, Kronu had 
to leave the programme before 
the citizens could ask her any 
questions.

Lun Tungnung is contesting 
on the INC ticket. He called Di-
mapur-3 mini-Nagaland. He was 
of the opinion that the public 
should look at the individual and 

not the party. “We cannot live in 
isolation,” he said. Tribalism is one 
of the many reasons why Nagaland 
cannot move forward. 

Tungnung was asked by the 
public about who exactly was 
‘corrupt’ and how one can deal 
with the branding of being cor-
rupt. The candidate answered: A 
situation compels a person to be 
corrupt. He gave the example of 
a poor man who probably would 
have no choice but to steal to feed 
his family. 

But, the candidate added,  cor-
ruption is a “disease” that has 
“destroyed Nagaland.”

“I want to start from the home 
ground which is Dimapur-3 and 
not money but the time of intel-

ligence has come,” he explained.
NDPP candidate Tokheho 

Yepthomi said electors must all 
“introspect where things have 
gone wrong” with the candidates 
and representatives. Not all the 
60 members of the legislative as-
sembly are corrupt, the politician 
asserted. 

If elected he assured of pre-
paid metre systems for electricity 
‘so that nobody gets cheated’; 50% 
subsidy for young entrepreneurs; 
give water supply top priority. 
Apart from checking lapses and ir-
regular government employees he 
said that technical colleges would 
be given importance. 

When asked why vendor stalls 
at Purana Bazaar were rented 
out to non-locals he said that all 
corrective measures will be taken 
after the town council is set up.

The president of the EDSYO 
Reuben Chophy spoke at the pro-
gramme. He said that initially the 
organization was worried about 
the turnout at the programme. 
Expressing satisfaction at the 
numbers, he said that the turnout 
at such kinds of events ‘is mostly 
for financial benefits but this plat-
form has “served its purpose.”’

Each candidate also had a 
representative from their respec-
tive party to speak about the 
manifestos of their party and the 
vision that each candidate had for 
the people. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 14 (EMN): A 
seven member team of the 
Election Commission of 
India (ECI) led by the Chief 
Election Commissioner, 
OP Rawat, arrived in the 
state capital on February 
14 to review the election 
preparations in Nagaland 
scheduled on February 27.

The other members 
included Election Com-
missioners Sunil Arora 
and Ashok Lavasa, Deputy 
Election Commissioner 
Sudeep Jain, Director Gen-
erals Dilip Sharma and 
Direndra Ojha, and Prin-
cipal Secretary Narendra 
N Butolia.

On their arrival, OP 
Rawat inaugurated the 
Systematic Voters’ Educa-
tion and Electoral Par-
ticipation (SVEEP) photo 
exhibition followed by re-
lease of SVEEP booklet on 
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Shillong, Feb. 14 (PTI): Tak-
ing a dig at the BJP-led NDA 
government, Congress leader 
Gaurav Gogoi today said the 
ruling dispensation at the 
Centre is “run by the RSS, of 
the RSS and for the RSS”.

“Look at the appoint-
ments of the President, the 
Prime Minister and the Gov-
ernors. They are all RSS peo-
ple,” the Assam MP said, add-
ing that the BJP-RSS combine 
will “destroy the social fabric” 
of the country.

Alleging that the cen-
tral government schemes 
were floated on the recom-
mendations of the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangha (RSS), 
Gogoi said, “Demonetiza-
tion was not the idea of the 
Reserve Bank of India, it was 
done on the advice of the 
RSS.” 

The Congress MP also 
said that the downfall of the 
BJP will begin from Megha-
laya, which is going to polls 
along with Nagaland on Feb-
ruary 27.

Alleging that the BJP has 
failed to keep its promise of 
creating 2 crore jobs for the 
youths, he said the ruling 
government is only “inter-
ested in curbing the freedom 

of people”.
“The harsh reality is that 

only 1.35 lakh jobs were 
added in 8 labour intensive 
sectors in 2015 as compared 
to the 9.3 lakh jobs that were 
created in 2011,” he said.

When asked about the 
jobs created by the Con-
gress in Meghalaya in the 
past five years, the Congress 
leader said Meghalaya is the 
number 2 in the North East 
in job creation.

“The BJP was not serious 
about development or crea-
tion of jobs. They just want to 
tell us what to eat, which song 
to sing and how to display 
patriotism...” he said.

The Congress leader also 
attacked the National Peo-
ples’ Party, an ally of the BJP, 
and said the party, under 
the leadership of Conrad K 
Sangma, is acting like a “Tro-
jan horse” for Prime Minister 
Modi and National BJP Presi-
dent Amit Shah.

“The NPP is preparing for 
the backdoor entry of the saf-
fron party in the North East 
and in Meghalaya. We have 
to realize that this election is 
about protecting the identity 
of the people of this state,” 
he said.

Shillong, Feb. 14 (IANS): Voicing con-
fidence that the Congress will retain 
power in Meghalaya, former Kerala 
Chief Minister Oommen Chandy on 
Tuesday said said that the state elec-
tion results will definitely give a boost 
to the party in next year’s Lok Sabha 
elections.

“They (BJP) came to power in 2014 
with promises to the people but they 
could not keep any of these promises 
and people are upset with them,” he 
told journalists.

Accompanied by senior Kerala 
Congress legislator K.C. Joseph, Chan-
dy has been deputed by the Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi to campaign 
for the Congress ahead of the February 
27 assembly elections.

Lashing out the BJP-led NDA gov-
ernment for its failure to tackle infla-
tion, the veteran Congress leader said: 
“The price rise was the main issue 
raised by the BJP against the then UPA 
government. But in the last four years 
(of BJP in power), ordinary people and 
farmers are suffering like anything. 
There has been no intervention and 
the people are at the mercy of the profit 
makers in the business.”

Questioning the government over 
the rising prices of petrol and diesel, 
he said he was surprised at this as oil 
prices in the international market 
came down by one fourth.

Noting that Congress under the 
leadership of Rahul Gandhi will take 
the initiative to unite all democratic 
and secular parties in the country to 
unseat the BJP in next year Lok Sabha 
polls, Chandy said: “The Congress is 
quite confident to lead a United Front 
with the democratic and the secular 
parties.”

“The Meghalaya (elections) re-
sults will definitely give a boost to the 
party...,” he added.

Asked whether Congress will sup-
port the ruling Left in Tripura, and 
other regional parties in Nagaland and 
Meghalaya after the polls, Chandy said: 
“Congress is for a united front of secu-
lar and democratic forces. The CPI-M 
has put some reservation. But even 
then Congress will go ahead..” 

Chandy praised the Mukul Sang-
ma-led government for its achieve-
ment in providing the people of Meg-
halaya peace and stability through an 
environment of goodwill.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 14 (EMN): 
Manipur government is 
serious about the issue of 
prohibition in the state 
considering disappoint-
ment over its implemen-
tation. This was disclosed 
by Deputy Chief Minister 
Yumnam Joykumar while 
clarifying queries raised 
by opposition Congress 
legislators over reports of 
complete failure of prohi-
bition. The queries were 
raised in the day’s discus-
sion during the ongoing 
assembly on Wed.

Expressing that the 
government is serious 
about the issue, Joykumar 
who holds finance and 
excise portfolios said that 
they did have an inten-
tion to take up a bill in this 
regard during the current 

session but could not be 
taken up (following Chief 
Minister’s suggestions). 

Manipur became a dry 
state in 1991 following 
introduction of Manipur 
Liquor Prohibition Act 
1991 during the time of the 
RK Ranbir Singh govern-
ment. Many people and 
government authorities, 
however, comments that 
prohibition is a complete 
failure in Manipur and 
want to lift it. Owing to 
the presence of a strong 
anti-liquor lobby, the au-
thority and those in favour 
of legalising sale of liquor 
could not make the lifting 
openly till date.

Stating that most of 
the countries including 
the United States have 
ultimately lifted the pro-
hibition following failure 

in implementation, the 
minister also expressed 
the need to re-examine 
the issue of ‘liquor adul-
teration’ considering its 
adverse health impact on 
local population.

So many men have 
died because of liquor 
consumption on a regular 
basis in Manipur. Thus the 
numbers of widows are on 
the rise in the state, said 
the opposition members.

During last year’s state 
assembly, state chief min-
ister N Biren had informed 
the house that the clause 
on ‘customary practices/
purposes’ incorporated 
in the Manipur Liquor 
Prohibition Act 1991 must 
be amended as the word 
‘customary’ mentioned in 
the Act is not confined to 
any specific area.

Aizawl, Feb. 14 (PTI): 
Mizoram Chief Minister 
Lal Thanhawla has urged 
Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh to beef up 
security along the state’s 
border with Myanmar to 
prevent Rohingya Mus-
lims from entering the 
north-eastern state, an 
official statement today 
said.

Lal Thanhawla had 
met Rajnath Singh in Delhi 
yesterday and discussed 
wide-ranging security is-
sues with him, it said.

The chief minister told 
the home minister that 
the state could face seri-
ous problems if Rohingya 
refugees and terrorists 

from the Rakhine state in 
Myanmar enter Mizoram.

He also expressed 
concern over the recent 
clashes between the My-
anmar Army and the Ar-
akan militants along the 
border on the Myanmar 
side, resulting in the en-
try of over thousands of 
refugees to Mizoram, the 
statement said.

Over 1,600 Myan-
marese nationals have 
taken shelter in south 
Mizoram’s Lawngtlai dis-
trict after the Myanmar 
Army launched a massive 
crackdown on the Arakan 
militants since November 
25 last, state government 
officials had said recently.

Shillong, Feb. 14 (PTI): 
Authorities in poll-bound 
Meghalaya have seized 
over Rs 17 lakh cash from 
six persons in two occa-
sions, officials said today.

A sum of Rs 4.62 lakhs 
was seized in the Garo 
Hills region and the rest 
from a vehicle in the state 
capital late last evening, 
they said.

Meghalaya goes to poll 
on February 27 and carry-
ing cash over Rs 50,000 is 
prohibited unless officially 

proven, chief electoral of-
ficer F R Kharkongor said.

Cash Rs 4.62 lakh was 
seized from five persons 
carrying hard cash at Roni-
para village in Tikrikkilla 
constituency, West Garo 
Hills deputy commission-
er Ram Singh told PTI.

Meanwhile, sector of-
ficers deployed in the state 
capital seized Rs 13 lakhs 
in cash from a private ve-
hicle and the person car-
rying could not produce 
evidence, officials said.

Guwahati, Feb. 14 (PTI): Two Kolkata-
bound passengers have been appre-
hended by the CISF at the Silchar airport 
in Assam for allegedly trying to smuggle 
gold bars worth about Rs 60 lakh by con-
cealing them in body cavity.

The incident took place early today 
when the personnel of the security force 
detected metal pieces in the body of two 
men, identified as K K Kakkar and J Lal, 
during frisking and they were subse-
quently taken for detailed checking.

“During thorough checking, the 
passengers revealed that they were car-
rying six gold bars each (2 kgs in total) 
wrapped in balloons and kept in their 
rectum area.

“The Kolkata-bound passengers and 
the seized 12 gold bars have been handed 
over to customs officials at the airport,” a 
Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) 
spokesperson said. 

The value of the seized gold is esti-
mated to be Rs 60 lakh, he said.

Dimapur, Feb. 14 (EMN): 
The 11th Assam Rifles of 
26th sector Assam Rifles 
conducted a seminar to 
encourage self-employ-
ment at H Mongjang vil-
lage in Tengnoupal district 
on Feb. 14.  

A press release issued 
by the Inspector General 
Assam Rifles (south) on 
Feb. 14 stated that 84 vil-
lagers attended the event. 

The villagers are said 
to have been given brief 
information about various 
types of assistance in self-
employment as provided 
by the Assam Rifles. The 
gesture was welcomed by 
the villagers and they ap-
preciated the efforts made 
by the 11th Assam Rifles 
for providing information 
about self-employment 
opportunities.

Guwahati, Feb. 14 (PTI): Assam gov-
ernment would take up elaborate 
measures to transform Sivasagar 
district with its rich heritage into 
an important tourist destination, 
Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal 
said today. The district has all the 
potential to grow as one of the most 
sought after tourist destination, the 
Chief Minister said at the open ses-
sion of the first International Festival 
organised in Sivasagar.

Assam government would take 
appropriate measures to boost the 
tourism prospect of the district, he 

added. A new tourism policy has 
been adopted by the state govern-
ment which would open new oppor-
tunity for investment in this sector, 
the CM said. The Chief Minister said 
the high quality of construction of 
the monuments of Ahom period 
bear testimony to dedication and 
honesty of the builders and called 
upon people to reflect on the same 
while performing their duties.

He also urged people to reinforce 
harmony, friendship and brother-
hood amongst all communities.

“Sivasagar is a confluence of 

many communities and different 
cultures. In spite of its diversity 
this place shows us the example of 
peaceful and harmonious coexist-
ence,” Sonowal said.

The Chief Minister also advocat-
ed greater role by the teaching frater-
nity for building the personality and 
character of the future generation. 

He also urged the teachers for 
promoting the habit of cleanliness 
and interest in cultural, literary 
and sports activities amongst the 
students to empower them as able 
citizens of the society.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 14 (EMN): 
Manipur Chief Minister 
Nongthombam Biren 
Singh on Wed. spoke about 
the need to encourage the 
private sector as the gov-
ernment cannot ‘accom-
modate everything’ in its 
sector.

Singh was speaking 
during the signing of a 
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) between 
Shija Hospitals and Re-
search Institute Pvt Ltd 
and the Sun and Sands 
Enterprises Pvt Ltd for 
the development of ‘Shija 
Health City’ in Manipur at 
the chief minister’s confer-
ence hall.

Mentioning that such 
an MoU would definite-
ly help the poor and the 
needy in the state, he said, 
“We have to encourage 
PPP (Public-Private Part-
nership) model for the 
welfare of the people.”

Calling the agreement 
an outcome of the North 
East Development Sum-
mit (NEDS) which was 
held in Nov. the previous 

year, he said that the gov-
ernment was trying its 
best to execute a number 
of MoUs with other inves-
tors in the future. After the 
NEDS, many investors 
have been visiting the state 
to invest in various sectors. 

In his brief speech, Dr 
Palin Kh, the managing 
director of Shija Hospitals 
said Manipur has oppor-
tunities such as in human 
resource, geographical 
advantage; India’s Act East 
Policy, Tourism, Power-
house of Sports. 

More than 700 Ma-
nipuri students are un-
dergoing MBBS course in 
foreign countries, Dr Palin 
said.

Me a n w h i l e  C h i e f 
Executive Officer Rahul 
Narvekar of Sun and Sands 
Enterprises Pvt Ltd said 
Manipur has the largest 
number of trained nurse 
in the country after Kerala 
and they can be utilised 
in abroad after giving lan-
guage training. Also he 
assured that his company 
would build 100 start-up 
entrepreneurs from Ma-

nipur.
Minister for Health 

and Family Welfare L Jay-
antakumar Singh, Minister 
for Water Resources and 
Youth Affairs and Sports 
Letpao Haokip, Chief Sec-
retary R.R Rashmi, Prin-
cipal Secretary to Chief 
Minister Shri Vineet Joshi, 
Commissioner (Health) 
Sumant Singh, officials of 
Shija Hospitals and Re-
search Institute Pvt. Ltd. 
attended the function.

The Shija Health City 
Manipur is a 200 acres 
mega project with an es-
timated project cost of 
about INR 3,500 crore. 
Major features of the Shija 
Health City Manipur are 
2300 bedded hospitals, 
Medical College up to 250 
students intake, Dental 
College, Nursing College, 
Hotel & hospitality man-
agement institute, Cancer 
Hospital, Drugs and surgi-
cal consumable manufac-
turing plants, Residential 
Complex, Shopping com-
plex, Ambulance includ-
ing Helicopter Services 
etc.

Mirror Crossword 1735sud0ku 1575
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1734

ACROSS
1. Permit
6. Poop
10. Small horse
14. Instructional manual
15. Traditional form of Hindu music
16. Plant with fleshy, spiny-toothed leaves
17. Actor _____ Flynn
18. At the pinnacle
19. Resourcefulness
20. Without seams
22. Disregard
24. Snake-like fishes
25. Kinds or sorts
26. Against
29. Dampen or smear
30. Member of the lily family
31. Pertaining to Naples
37. Suspicious
39. Dried dung
40. Silly
41. Antequates
44. Trims
45. Ireland
46. Caucasians
48. Preserves bodies
52. Sheep sounds
53. Personal magnetism and charm
54. Members of a protestant denomination
58. Golfer ____ “The Shark” Norman
59. Scoring A’s (slang)
61. City in Japan
62. Human works of beauty
63. Challenge
64. Unsuitable
65. Respite
66. Units of energy
67. Model rocket company
 
DOWN
1. Grows older
2. Entice
3. Italian currency
4. Devices that indicate distance

5. “Robocop” actor Peter ______
6. Unfeeling
7. Rodents
8. Gone by
9. Genus of lepidopterous insects
10. Chess pieces
11. Heavily spiced stews
12. French for “Ours” 
13. Affirmatives
21. Style
23. Priests of Cybele (Greek 

mythology)
25. Thicket or grove

26. Young cow
27. Margarine
28. Multiple negative responses
29. Corn
32. Chieftains
33. Cuts
34. Tight
35. Initial wager
36. Loch ____ monster
38. Concede 
42. Citrus drink
43. Exchange
47. Academy Award winning 

actress: ______ McDaniel
48. _____ Rice Burroughs
49. Large auk
50. Dark red vegetables
51. Feeling of anxiety
52. Foundations
54. South African term for 

“Mountain”
55. 3 handed card game
56. Small block of metal with a 

raised letter
57. Chronic drunkards
60. Automobile

solutions to suD0ku 1574

Central govt. working under Rss 
influence — Congress leader

Meghalaya poll results will boost 
the Cong. for 2019— Chandy

Govt. serious about liquor prohibition 
in Manipur — Manipur dy. CM

Mizoram urges Centre for more 
security along Myanmar border

INR 17 lakh seized in 
poll-bound Meghalaya

Two held with gold bars at Silchar airport

AR conducts seminar to 
encourage self-employment 

‘Assam govt. to transform Sivasagar into tourist destination’

Private sector should be 
encouraged, says Biren Singh
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Officials of KVK Tuensang and Eleutheros Christian Society along with the participants during the farmer- 
scientist interaction programme in Chingmelen on February 8.

Interior of Sorshia & Co cafe which was launched on February 14.

GOC Lieutenant General Abhay Krishna arriving in the state capital on Feb. 14.
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He requested the people of Angetyongpang 
not to forge enmity among themselves for the 
sake of politics when supporting their candi-
dates. There are neither permanent enemies 
nor friends in politics, he said. 

If re-elected, Longkumer assured to con-
struct an ‘economic road’ and meet at the 
earliest the aspiration of Phangsang to be 
made into an extra assistant commissioner 
headquarter. 

Also, independent candidate Tongpang 
Ozukum said that if elected to power, he 
would stand representing not only the people 
of Angetyongpang but the Naga people in 
general. He was of the opinion that the seat of 
Angetyongpang was prestigious and anointed 
by God. It belongs to the Naga people as a 

whole, he said. If elected ,he vowed to respect 
the seat  and responsibilities that comes along 
with it for the welfare of the people.

Giving his promise to work for the grass-
root, Ozukum, a former student leader said,” 
I came from a humble family and I still have 
not forgotten my roots so I know every suf-
ferings of the common people and so I can 
connect with you in every possible ways.”

In his speech, the Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party’s candidate Alemtemshi 
Jamir highlighted the manifesto of the party. 
He said that the NDPP party was determined 
to ‘make a good Nagaland through good gov-
ernance, through deeds and not empty prom-
ises in transparency with accountability.’

If voted to power, the former govern-

ment officer assured,  he would provide for 
special training and coaching opportunities 
to students of the  area ‘without bias.’ He said 
that the party was championing the cause 
of women empowerment and had shown 
through ‘their deed’ by awarding the party’s 
ticket to a woman in Mon district.

Further, Jamir promised to change the 
face of the agricultural sector by introducing 
modern systems of agriculture production 
‘through scientific means’ by tapping into 
various government and private schemes.

The LKMCECC made all the candidates 
to sign a pledge to work in the spirit of ‘clean’ 
elections. Later in the programme pastors 
from Angetyongpang said prayers for the 
candidates.

The retired judge asserted that the right to 
ask the government for quality education, 
better hospitals, and connectivity is people’s 
right and that he was determined to fulfil 
said rights.

Lima maintained that he wants to find a 
solution for ‘job hungry youths’ in Nagaland. 
“I aspire to give a vision to the youths that 
their future is not dark,” he said in his appeal 

to the young.
‘LKMCECC cannot  guarantee truant 

candidates’ promises’ 
At a  press conference that was conduct-

ed after the Town Hall meeting, LKMCECC 
member Limaakun informed that the “LKM-
CECC cannot guarantee the promises made 
by the absentee candidates in their various 
campaigns since they have signed the LKM-

CECC common platform speech pledge.”  
Convener Bendang expressed regret that 

the two candidates did not turn up to take 
the opportunity to speak about their vision 
to the electorate.

The organisation felt that there ‘might 
be loopholes’ but maintained that the Clean 
Election campaign would continue until its 
goals are achieved.

He said that the 2018 election 
was a selection between the 
‘destruction or preservation’ 
of the Naga people and their 
identity unlike during other 
elections in past.  He opined 
that many tall Naga leaders 
succumbing to power and 

money would soon land the 
Naga people into great trouble 
if voted to power.

On the NPF and BJP alli-
ance for more than 14 years, 
Liezietsu maintained that the 
‘BJP is with us, NPF is not with 
BJP.’ He added that although 

the BJP is free to contest in any 
constituency, he maintained 
that the NPF can never com-
mit to seat-sharing with the 
saffron party who according to 
him was ‘coming to Nagaland 
aggressively and ask for seat-
sharing with the NPF.’

Accusing the NDPP leaders 
of ‘self interest,’ Liezietsu said 
that the ‘NDPP came forward 
and offered a huge seat shar-
ing to BJP and thus gave 20 
seats inviting the BJP to set its 
root in our land.’

When queried about the Na-
tional People’s Party and the 
Janata Dal (U) alliance with 
the NPF, Zeliang said that the 
NPF and NPP were already into 

an official alliance—the party 
is ‘sitting with the JD (U) this 
evening to officially finalise 
things.’

Although the NPF does not 

foresee the NDPP coming to-
gether with the NPF, Zeliang 
said it has not closed the door 
or severed ties with the BJP; it 
still has alliance with BJP. How-

ever, he added that it was up to 
the BJP to decide whether they 
wanted to ‘walk away or remain 
with NPF’ as an ally.

This time, five women are in the 
fray for election to the 13th NLA 
scheduled to be held on Feb. 27, 
out of 195 candiates.

The National People’s Party 
(NPP) has two women: Wed-
ie-u Kronu from Dimapur-III 
AC and Dr. K Mangyangpula 
Chang from Noksen AC. The 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
will be fielding Rhakila from 
Tuensang Sadar-II AC. The BJP’s 
ally Nationalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party (NDPP) also has 
one woman candidate, Awan 
Konyak from Aboi AC. Another 
woman, Rekha Rose, will be 
contesting as an independent 
candidate from Chizami AC.

The battle for these five 
women candidates will not be 
easy as they will be facing po-
litical heavyweights. The NPP’s 
Wedie-u Kronu is up against 
Tokheho Yepthomi of the NDPP, 
a five-time legislator who has 
a distinction of not losing a 
single election. Besides Yep-
thomi, she will also face former 
legislator Azheto Zhimomi of 
the Naga People’s Front (NPF) 
and the Congress’ Khaminlun 
Tunglung.

Rhakila (BJP), who is con-
testing for the fourth time from 
Tuensang Sadar-II AC, is up 
against her old rival, Minister 
Kejong Chang (NPF), who is 

also the oldest candidate in 
the forthcoming elections, and 
Wongtu Chang of the NPP and 
Zungkum Chang of the Nation-
alist Congress Party.

The NDPP’s Awan Konyak 
will be going for a straight con-
test against Eshak Konyak of the 
NPF, while Dr. K.Mangyanpula 
Chang (NPP) will be facing 
former member of Parliament 
CM Chang (NDPP) and two 
others. Independent candidate 
Rekha Rose will take on three-
time legislator Deo Nukhu of 
the NPP, and three others.

Interestingly, the ruling NPF 
whose leaders had recently 
been reiterating inclusion of 

youth and women in decision-
making bodies and the inten-
tion of the party to field them in 
the elections, failed to put up a 
single woman as candidate. 

While there are varying rea-
sons and differing opinions 
concerning the low participa-
tion of Naga women in poli-
tics, a strong argument to have 
emerged is that Naga women 
are not ill-equipped. Given the 
opportunity they might even 
prove to be better legislators 
than men. Given the dismal 
record perhaps the time has 
come for the people of Naga-
land to talk about women’s 
political empowerment.

On Nov. 21 during the previ-
ous year state government 
employees under the aegis of 
the Confederation of All Naga-
land State Services Employees’ 

Association had undertaken a 
silent protest demanding that 
the central govt. withdraw the 
NIA from Nagaland.

Zeliang said that the mat-

ter had been reported to the 
Home Ministry as ‘some un-
wanted harassment’ had taken 
place. The ministry, he said, 
has been apprised that the NIA 

should function within their 
jurisdiction of assignment and 
hoped that they would abide 
by it.

Angetyongpang’s five...

NPF, NPP candidates fail...

NPF has now dedicated, committed...

on alliances

Will 2018 be watershed...

Zeliang clarifies...

ACAUT selects acting chairperson 
Dimapur, Feb. 14 (eMN): 
Following the resignation 
of its chairman Joel Naga 
and its spokesperson Mar 
Longkumer, Against Cor-
ruption and Unabated 
Taxation (ACAUT) has 
unanimously selected its 
co-chairperson Tia Long-
char as the acting chair-
man till an alternative ar-
rangement is made.

The decision to select 
its acting chairperson was 
taken in its general meet-
ing held on February 14 at 
Tourist Lodge, Dimapur.

The house has re-
solved to accept the resig-
nation of its chairperson 
Joel Naga and the spokes-
person Mar Longkumer. 
While acknowledging 
their invaluable contri-
butions and sacrifices 
made toward the cause 
of ACAUT and the wel-
fare of the society at large, 
the house requested Joel 

Naga and Mar Longkum-
er to continue their con-
tribution in the ACAUT as 
advisors. 

After carefully study-
ing the facts and evi-
dences from some mem-
bers who were part of the 
‘unfortunate and illegal 
ACAUT meeting’ held on 
February 8, it was found 
beyond reasonable doubt 
that its co-chairman, 
Dr. Khekugha Muru had 
twisted the facts and mis-
led the members in the 
meeting leading to the 
publication of the ‘regret-
table press statements.’ 
ACAUT has termed the 
declaration as ‘unauthor-
ised and illegal.’ 

ACAUT also acknowl-
edged that the call of its 
chairperson to write to 
the PM on deferment of 
elections was formally 
made in a resolution of its 
core committee meeting 

held on January 3 in its 
designated office. 

The house was also 
apprised of the fact that 
at the NTC meeting on 
“Solution before Elec-
tion” held on January 19 
attended by the CNTC, 
NGBF, ASTD and the six 
ACAUT members includ-
ing Dr. Khekugha Muru 
appended their signa-
tures. In that meeting, the 
house resolved to attend 
the meeting called by 
the NJCF on January 22 
which eventually birthed 
the CCNTHCO on Janu-
ary 25. It, therefore, stat-
ed that Joel Naga and Mar 
Longkumer attended 
CCNTHCO meetings on 
their individual capaci-
ties holds no water. Rath-
er, ACAUT has termed as 
privileged to be a part of 
the august gathering of 
different tribe hohos and 
CSOs which sincerely 

took up the Naga issue 
in the interest of the next 
generation. 

Considering all the 
above facts and evi-
dences, the house was of 
the unanimous opinion 
that its co-chairperson, 
Dr. Khekugha Muru, had 
brought the ACAUT into 
disrepute and at the same 
time demeaned the good 
offices of the apex tribe 
hohos and other civil 
society organisations. 
ACAUT, therefore, said he 
no longer enjoys the con-
fidence of the house and 
ceases to be a member of 
the ACAUT Nagaland with 
immediate effect. 

Responding to Feb-
ruary 8 press statement 
which reported that 
“Membership in ACAUT 
ceases automatically if a 
member joins politics,” 
the house has termed as 
devoid of truth adding 

there was no such stand-
ing resolution. The house 
felt that Khekiye K Sema 
had been unfairly ma-
ligned by the adoption 
of spur-of-the-moment 
decision taken on Feb-
ruary 8, which was ar-
bitrary and demeaning. 
On the contrary, ACAUT 
team has wished Kheki-
ye K Sema all the best in 
his endeavour to bring 
change in the state and 
also appealed to all like-
minded people to sup-
port his vision for a better 
Nagaland. 

Further, the house 
has acknowledges the 
presence of its advisors 
namely Niketu Iralu, 
Dr. Aotoshi, and pastor 
Yanbemo, who guided the 
deliberations with their 
valuable advices. 

This was stated in a 
press release issued by 
ACAUT media cell.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Feb. 14: The much awaited 
Sorshia & Co has opened its doors 
which started primarily for the love of 
food and cafes.

Believing in quality food and coffee, 
the cafe is using Nagaland’s very own Ete 
coffee which is sourced from Mokokc-
hung apart from the many other locally 

grown and brewed items.
Proprietors Wungchipem Raman 

and Arinaro Longkumer hopes to pro-
mote local products through the cafe 
while making sure that customers com-
ing to Sorchia&Co. will have a relaxing 
experience with ‘something different on 
the menu and an ambience that will en-
able one to get away from all the stress”.

Dimapur, Feb 14 (eMN): 
Krishi Vigyan Kendra 
(KVK), Tuensang, and 
Eleutheros Christian So-
ciety had jointly organ-
ised a farmers scientist in-
teraction at Chingmelen, 
a programme sponsored 
by Agricultural Technol-
ogy Management Agency 
(ATMA), Tuensang, on the 
theme ‘Production tech-
nologies of field crops like 
rice, maize, pulses etc,’ 
with special reference 
to post harvest, pests & 
diseases and soil fertility 
management. 

In the interactive ses-
sion, farmers raised vari-
ous points related to their 
farming constraints to 
the panel of KVK subject 
experts. On analysis, it 
was observed that farm-
ers were deeply attached 
to traditional system of 
cultivation with more cost 

involvement than profit, 
while most farmers were 
yet to understand the 
benefits of systemic inter-
cropping and crop rota-
tion techniques.  

It was noted that post 
harvest losses were most-
ly related to storage pest 
and improper storage 
system. Problems related 
to soil, pests and diseases 
were also streamlined. 

Some notable recom-
mendations proposed by 
the panel of experts based 
on the problems raised by 
the farmers were grow-
ing of short duration im-
proved varieties of maize 
like NMH-1247 with im-
proved soya bean varieties 
like RVS 2001-04, JS-9305, 
JS-9560 and kholar as se-
quence crop which can 
not only increase the pro-
duction but also cut down 
the production cost. With 

Local is the way for Sorchia 
& Co as doors open

Eastern Command GOC reviews security situation

Farmer-scientist interaction 
held in Tuensang

AFFIDAVIT
My name Mrinali Mech 
and Mrinali Das alias 
Meena Das are one and the 
same. Henceforth I shall be 
known as Mrinali Mech as 
per A�davit No.61/2018, 
Date: 14.2.18. D-5051

regard to post harvest and 
storage pest in cereals 
and pulses, experts have 
recommended preventive 
measures as well as me-
chanical measures like in-
sect probe traps which are 
very effective in reducing 
managing storage pests.

On soil fertility man-
agement, experts have 
suggested use of available 
resources like Azolla in 
TRC to convert nitrogen 
rich compost for field 
application. Altogether 
42 farmers mostly farm 
women participated in 
the programme.  

Dimapur, Feb. 14 (eMN): GOC-
in-C Eastern Command, Lieuten-
ant General Abhay Krishna, arrived 
in Kohima on February 14 on a two 
day visit to Nagaland to review the 
security situation. 

He was briefed by Inspec-
tor General Assam Rifles (North) 
on the prevailing security situa-
tion. The army commander, after 
reviewing the security situation, 
expressed his satisfaction on the 
preparations.

Later, the GOC-in-C exhorted 
the officers and troops of Assam 
Rifles to continue to put their best 
foot forward and work with dedi-
cation and professionalism. He ex-
pressed his confidence that Assam 
Rifles would live upto it’s motto of 
‘Friends of the North East.’

Dimapur, Feb. 14 (eMN): 
National People’s Party 
(NPP), having formed an 
alliance with the Naga 
People’s Front (NPF), has 
envisioned creating rip-
ples of change in every 
nook and corner of the 
state. While the party 
do not promise to bring 
about an ‘overnight’ 
and ‘supernatural trans-
formation’ in the state, 
NPP believes in the idea 
of development which 
is gradual, realistic and 
long-term. 

This aspiration of the 
NPP was mentioned in its 

party manifesto, which 
was released for the forth-
coming state assembly 
election on February 13 
at its office in Dimapur. 

NPP has also prom-
ised to pressurise the cen-
tral government for more 
representation of Nagas 
in the Indian Parliament 
as MPs in Lok Sabha and 
Rajya Sabha. It was of the 
view that more represen-
tation in the Parliament 
would enhance their role 
in policy making vis-a-vis 
the majoritarian role of 
MPs from mainland In-
dia. 

NPP has also drawn 
the attention towards 
development of Eastern 
Nagaland and other less-
er developed regions of 
the state to empower the 
people of these regions 
with exclusive economic 
schemes and long-term 
benefits. It promised 
to bring about drastic 
changes, including salary 
of Village Guards.

NPP has also commit-
ted in delivering mod-
ern facilities and quality 
healthcare with special 
care and attention for the 
people living with HIV/

AIDS (PLHIV).
‘The party will try 

its best to provide air-
ambulances and state-
of-the art ICU ventilator 
ambulances to all the 
major district headquar-
ters. The setting up of 
state-of-the-art trauma 
centres in all the district 
headquarters will also 
be a key concern of the 
NPP as this will ensure 
that victims of accidents, 
rapes, to name a few will 
be properly counselled 
and given psychological 
attention,’ NPP promised 
in its manifesto.

NPP promises drastic change in Nagaland
To seek more Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha seats
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Long Awaited 
Answer

T
he recent submission of nomination papers 
along with sworn affidavits by the candidates 
for the assembly elections have finally made 
known a long awaited answer to a query. Chief 

Minister TR Zeliang has finally admitted that he ap-
peared for his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1979 but 
failed. The debate on his educational qualification has 
finally come to a rest with the latest submissions. This 
question about his educational qualification started 
way back in 2015 when an RTI was filed by a  mem-
ber of the Nagaland Tribes Council in July 2015. The 
rest is history as various FIRs and cases were filed in 
the courts since then against Zeliang for misrepresen-
tation in his sworn affidavit that was filed in his 2013 
nomination papers. In that affidavit it is clearly men-
tioned that his educational qualification is BA from 
Kohima College under the North Eastern Hill Univer-
sity and completed the course in 1980. However the 
chief minister often found respite as the trial courts as 
well as the appellate courts did not condone the delay 
as the complaints were received after the limitation 
period as prescribed in the Limitation Act 1963. The 
courts also did not find any reason to condone the de-
lay and that the cases filed were all time barred and 
that no proof of any cognisable offence were provided 
against Zeliang. The chief minister was finally given 
relief by the apex court when the case was dismissed 
in 2017. However the question over the educational 
qualification of the chief minister remained. As the 
highest democratically elected leader in the state it is 
not the formal education qualification that matters 
but the ability to tell the truth. In a developing country 
like India such disclosures of achievements including 
one’s educational qualifications influences the mind 
of the voters. India is also known for the misuse of the 
culture of myths, legends and superstitions by per-
sons of influence and power to control the common 
people. The blind hero worship is also still quite prev-
alent in the country that humans attain the stature of 
gods in India and many a times are misused to mis-
lead the people. It is for this very reason that through 
the directive of the Supreme Court the ECI made such 
disclosures mandatory to be filed in the form of a 
sworn affidavit before every election. That way there 
can be no undue advantage for any of the representa-
tives and that the electors have a right to know such 
details of their leaders. What is in a degree ? is what 
many will ask and it is not completely untrue. Howev-
er when the leader of the highest elected office in the 
state misrepresents then it also portrays the collective 
image of the state as a whole. It is not the act of the of-
fence that is serious but when a leader lies under oath 
then the hope that the common people have are lost. 
It indicates that the laws are there only to be broken, 
trampled upon and bypassed by lying to achieve ones 
personal goals. It surely does not augur well for a state 
and it inhabitants with a history of not so great record 
of the rule of law. 

Dr. Toshimanen Ozukum

God will show us how to serve Him 
wherever we are.

As a child, I looked forward to our church’s Sun-
day evening services. They were exciting. Sun-
day night often meant we got to hear from mis-

sionaries and other guest speakers. Their messages 
inspired me because of their willingness to leave fam-
ily and friends—and at times, homes, possessions, 
and careers—to go off to strange, unfamiliar, and 
sometimes dangerous places to serve God.

Like those missionaries, Elisha left many things 
behind to follow God (1 Kings 19:19–21). Before God 
called him into service through Elijah, we don’t know 
much about Elisha—except that he was a farmer. 
When the prophet Elijah met him in the field where he 
was plowing, he threw his cloak over Elisha’s shoul-
ders (the symbol of his role as prophet) and called 
him to follow. With only a request to kiss his mother 
and father goodbye, Elisha immediately sacrificed his 
oxen, burned his plowing equipment, said good-bye 
to his parents—and followed Elijah.

Though not many of us are called to leave family 
and friends behind to serve God as fulltime mission-
aries, God wants all of us to follow Him and to “live as 
a believer in whatever situation the Lord has assigned 
to [us], just as God has called [us]” (1 Corinthians 
7:17). As I’ve often experienced, serving God can be 
thrilling and challenging no matter where we are—
even if we never leave home.

Dear Lord, equip us to be Your missionaries 
wherever You have placed us—near or far, at 

home or abroad.

DAILY
PATH

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

O
bserving through the prism 
of the latest political steps of 
the world’s major powerful 
nations, it is evident that the 

world is heavily gravitating towards re-
alism.

 In January 2017, America withdrew 
from the multinational trade agree-
ment, Trans-Pacific Partnership, end-
ing an era of multinational trade part-
nership. In December 2017, President 
Trump formally announced the United 
States recognition of Jerusalem as the 
Capital of Israel in a rare move which 
set in reverse the nearly seven decades 
of American foreign policy. Sensing 
impending economic as well as politi-
cal threat from her association with the 
European Union, the United Kingdom 
in a 2016 referendum voted to leave the 
bloc. Closely following the move is Rus-
sia who quitted the International Crim-
inal Court in 2016 to fend itself from 
prosecution for its annexation, some 
analysts argued, of Ukraine’s Crimea. 
In the eastern hemisphere of the globe, 
China had rejected the UN-backed in-
ternational tribunal on South China 
Sea which ruled that China had no le-
gal basis for claiming much of South 
China Sea. On February 10, 2018, India 
dropped the call for a “united Palestine” 
marking a radical change in India’s po-
sition that she maintained for several 
decades. These moves were hailed as 
recognition and acceptance of the go-
rund reality.

 All previous India’s relationship 
with west Asia primarily followed hy-
phenated foreign policy (Israel-Pales-
tine without separating the two) until 
Narendra Modi became the first prime 
minister to visit Israel on standalone 
basis in June 2017. His visit heralded 

the birth of a new India’s policy on 
west Asia which strategists termed it 
as “de-hyphenated” foreign policy. De-
hyphenated foreign policy is a policy 
referring to the establishment of a rela-
tionship with a country on standalone 
basis, without weighing the degree of 
relationships a country establish with 
other countries.

In his latest visit to the state of Pal-
estine on February 10, 2018, Modi 
defended the cause of the Palestin-
ians and reached out his hope for early 
“sovereign, independent Palestine” to 
the Palestinians in Ramallah, omitting 
the words “united” and “viable” from 
the phrase “...sovereign, independent, 
united and viable Palestine, co-existing 
peacefully with Israel” he said to the 
visiting Palestinian president in May 
2017. Omission of the word “united” 
was acknowledged as an acceptance 
of “new ground realities” and the “facts 
on the ground” while realigning India’s 
positions.

 Back at home, New Delhi continue 
to apply the conventional hyphenated 
policy in tackling the Naga problem. 
The Naga problem was dragged on for 
about a century as a result of the fall-
outs of various talks between the two 
entities. The inability of the two enti-
ties to find an amicable settlement to 
the vexed political problem gives rise 
to two hypothetical inferences. The 
first inference is that the Government 
of India is indicted for being not dedi-
cated enough to amicably settle the 
seven decades-old Indo-Naga prob-
lem. Record, in this case, may be laid 
that the GoI in tune with the demand-
ing time had categorically realigned its 
foreign policy in dealing with the prob-
lematic Middle East by serving double 

interests – (a) living up to the expecta-
tion of the region’s people, especially by 
de-hyphenating Israel from Palestine in 
an implicit endorsement to two-state 
solution and (b) mustering the goodwill 
of the region’s nations without upset-
ting the countries it had established re-
lationship with. Had GoI been squarely 
committed to settle Naga problem, it 
would have reoriented its approach 
by accommodating the expectations 
of our people and by conceding to the 
fact that a two-state solution would not 
stand in the way of a peaceful neigh-
bourly existence.

 The second inference is that the 
negotiators representing the Nagas are 
collaterally accused of compromising 
the right of the Nagas to be “absolutely 
sovereign” and “completely independ-
ent”. Having successfully engineered 
factionalism, the negotiators fight not 
for a united sovereign state yet politi-
cised the issue along the parochial fac-
tional ideologies. This approach is par-
tially responsible for perpetuating the 
hyphenated policy instead of arriving 
at a deal to delink (de-hyphenate) India 
and Naga-Land.

  A question strikes hard on recollec-
tion of the Modi government approving 
the right of Palestine as a sovereign state 
in such a time when our negotiators 
believes that only “shared” sovereignty 
is the lone alternative for us. Aren’t Na-
gas deserved to be sovereign and inde-
pendent whose geographical extent is 
comparatively larger than the state of 
Palestine or Israel and whose period of 
conflict predates Israel-Palestine con-
flict? In our fight for liberation stem-
ming from our historical rights, what 
has blinded our sight that we are about 
to end up negotiating for a “shared” 

sovereignty?
 Framing a new outline by the Modi 

government possess a potential to 
reignite a spark in the un-eased Indo-
Naga relationship in line with the trend-
setting foreign policy of the present 
dispensation in de-hyphenating Israel 
from Palestine and deemed the erst-
while “united” as two separate entities. 
The solution to the problem is as sim-
ple as recognising the right of the Nagas 
to be sovereign and independent on 
historical basis; drop the word “united” 
(acknowledge India and Naga-Land as 
two separate entities) by accepting the 
“new ground realities” and “facts on the 
ground”; and de-hyphenate (separate) 
India from Naga-Land as the two can-
not live together in the long run just as 
Israel and Palestine cannot live togeth-
er in a forced union.

 The world’s major powers took 
steps closer to realism to give their 
economies a needed push. So also, be-
lieving that a policy-thrust would bring 
about economic dividends in the India-
Palestine relationship and as this belief 
underlies the current policy-shift at 
New Delhi, the same may find relevant 
and applicable to a friendly neighbour 
in the form of a free Naga nation than 
a troubled Nagaland in a forced union. 
Modi’s bold move towards this reality 
will reverse the present trend of siphon-
ing of funds sanctioned by the GoI by 
various elements in the state to being 
a friendly economic and trade-partner 
which is a win-win solution for both. A 
friendly and free Naga-Land in the ex-
treme east of India will propel India’s 
Act East as she Look West in search of 
partnerships and power.

Nukhosa Chüzho
Kohima

De-Hyphenating Naga Problem

Following Where 
He Leads

It is a known fact that all the Nagas  are called 
Christians.The tenets of Christianity is to love 
the Lord with all our body,mind ,soul and 

strength.This is the greatest commandments and 
the second is to love our neighbors as ourselves..
Nagas have organized revival meetings,crusades  
and promised to God that we will live like true 
Christians.However,when temptation comes we 
are not able to resist the devil.This may be due to 
the reason that we do not read the Bible or even if 
we read the Bible we do not live as per the teaching 
of the bible which is the word of God.

In 1872 Christianity came first to the people of th 
Aos.There was a great revival  among the Aos from 
November 1-3,2017 in Mokokchung Town. After 
two months another revival of election came and 
the Aos are the first among the Nagas to fight each 
other for election followed by the Lothas.Christians 
should fight against the satanic influence.However 
Christians are fighting against each other during 
the election .Why do people fight each other  ? What 
shall one gain by killing our own brother or burning 
the properties of our own Villagers.Election shall 
be over within two weeks and people have to live 
together.So let us all think it over what Jesus said 
in Matthew 5:9  Let us all try to learn to be peace 
maker and not trouble maker.

I have been told that people are fighting under 
the influence of liquer.So why not we try like this.
Let some young people make very good tea and call 
all the people who wants to fight each other and 
serve the tea with good quality biscuits and advise 
them to fight.I am sure nobody will dare to fight  
because there is no influence of alcohol in the tea.

It is learn that on the day of polling every sin-

gle voter shall capture by video caamera and if 
anybody is found doing proxy just to earn extra 
money shall be arrested immediately and send to 
jail.This is very good arrangement .this is a time 
of testing our allegiance to our creator that w  are 
fearfully and wonderfully made.Every individual 
is a unique person and if anybody mtry to imper-
sonate then God will punich because He has cre-
atwed every individual in a very spcial way.We talk 
about video camera which is invented by huiman 
being with the knowledge given by our creator.
God has more powerful eye that video camera.The 
Bible says that God sees everything with His seven 
eyes which moves around allover the world. No-
body can escape.

For the next few days many people will be very 
busy doing something or other for their own choice 
of candidates.This is a movement of working hard 
for their candidates.How good and pleasant for our 
people if we start like this movement to send 10,000 
missionaries from Nagaland which has been com-
mitted by our forefathers.It is learnt that even after 
40 years of this commitment we could not send 
even 3000 dedicated missionaries. What a failure.

Therefore my appeal to all our people during 
this election that let us all think of our lives and 
keeping in mind the above mentioned bible verse 
let us all go to the polling on February 27 and elect 
the best candidates who can bring better develop-
ment so that peace will flow like a river..If we elect 
our leaders not not according to the will of God we 
will suffer like the people of Israel  who live under 
slavery for 70 years.Let not this happen in Nagaland 
which is for Christ.

May the Almighty Good  bless all who read this 
message diligently
drtoshimanen.ozukum@yahoo.in

Scientists have developed the 
most sophisticated functional 
model of a human liver in the 

laboratory, an advance that can 
potentially help scientists improve 
treatment for liver diseases.

The liver organoids, made with 
human cells, are less than one-third 
inch in diameter. These will also 
help advance scientists understand-
ing about bile duct formation.

“This model better mimics foe-
tal development and function of the 
human liver,” said lead researcher 
Shay Soker, Professor at Wake Forest 
University in North Carolina, US.

“We expect these organoids to 
advance our understanding of how 
liver diseases -- especially congeni-
tal diseases -- start and progress so 
improved treatments can be devel-
oped,” Soker added.

To make the organoids, scientists 
allowed foetal liver progenitor cells, 
an immature cell that is destined to 
become a specialised liver cell, to 
self-assemble on a small disc.

The discs are made of ferret liver 
that has been processed to remove 
all of the animal’s cells. The resulting 
organoids, which assemble within 

two to three weeks, are the first to 
model actual human liver develop-
ment.

In the research, reported in the 
journal Hepatology, the scientists 
showed that these organoids gener-
ated hepatocytes -- the main func-
tional cells of the liver. 

This achievement represents a 
milestone in work to create truly 
functional bioengineered liver tis-
sue for transplantation into patients.

Moreover, the study also shows 
the stepwise maturation of bile 
ducts exactly as can be observed in 
the human foetal liver. 

Bile ducts carry bile -- a fluid that 
is secreted by the liver and collected 
in the gallbladder to digest fats. 

This model of bile ductal devel-
opment can potentially be used to 
study the hereditary disease biliary 
atresia that occurs in infants. 

“Altogether, the team has cre-
ated a laboratory model of human 
liver development and disease that 
will help advance our understand-
ing about bile duct formation,” said 
Pedro Baptista, from the varsity.

Source: IANS

Blessed are the Peace Maker,For 
They Will Be Called Sons of God 

Manipulating levels 
and ratios of gut 
bacteria can help 

prevent obesity and diabe-
tes -- a common risk factor 
for developing cardiovas-
cular diseases, finds a new 
study.

The study with the ro-
dent equivalent of meta-
bolic syndrome showed 
evidence that the intestinal 
microbiome -- a ‘garden’ of 
bacterial, viral and fungal 
genes -- plays a substantial 
role in the development of 
obesity and insulin resist-
ance in mammals, includ-
ing humans.

“This study adds to our 
understanding of how bac-
teria may cause obesity, 
and we found particular 
types of bacteria in mice 
that were strongly linked to 
metabolic syndrome,” said 
David Hackam, researcher 
at the Johns Hopkins Chil-
dren’s Centre in Baltimore, 
the US.

“With this new knowl-

edge we can look for ways 
to control the responsible 
bacteria or related genes 
and hopefully prevent 
obesity in children and 
adults,” he added, in a 
paper published in the 
journal Mucosal Immu-
nology.

Metabolic syndrome 
is a cluster of conditions 
including obesity around 
the waist, high blood sugar 
and increased blood pres-
sure, and is a risk factor for 
heart disease, stroke and 
diabetes.

The team ran a series 
of experiments on both 
normal mice and mice 
genetically modified to 
lack Toll-like receptor 4 
(TLR4)-- a protein that re-
ceives chemical signals to 
activate inflammation -- in 
their intestinal epithelium. 

They fed both groups 
of mice “standard chow,” 
or food with 22 per cent fat 
calories, for 21 weeks. 

Compared to normal 

mice, those lacking TLR4 
showed a series of symp-
toms consistent with met-
abolic syndrome, such as 
significant weight gain, in-
creased body and liver fat, 
and insulin resistance.

When administered 
antibiotics there was a 
significant reduction in 
the amount of bacteria in 
the intestinal tract, which 
prevented all symptoms of 
metabolic syndrome in the 
mice that lacked TLR4.

This demonstrates that 
bacterial levels can be ma-
nipulated to prevent the 
development of metabolic 
syndrome.

“Our experiments im-
ply that the bacterial sen-
sor TLR4 regulates both 
host and bacterial genes 
that play previously un-
recognised roles in energy 
metabolism leading to the 
development of metabolic 
syndrome in mice,” Hack-
am said.

Source: IANS

Manipulating Gut Bacteria May 
Cut Obesity, Diabetes Risk

Lab-Grown Human Liver Model 
May Help Advance Treatment

1. Shall not buy votes with money.
2. Shall not insist/force Clan, Khel, Village, and fam-

ily to declare support for a  particular candidate.
3. Shall not bribe the voters with money or materi-

als.
4. Shall not distribute party money or provide party-

based development work during election time.
5. Shall not distribute alcohol, drugs, or other intoxi-

cants to voters.
6. Shall not set up camps in colony/khel/vlllage/

town.
7. Shall not put up flags and posters on an individual 

household except in party office and house of the 
candidate.

8. Shall not provide feasting, picnic, or go for proces-
sion.

9. Shall not use force, intimidation and undue influ-
ence to the voters.

10. Shall not use the support of underground/NPGs 
for threatening voters.

11. Shall have a dear and realistic manifesto.
12. Shall avoid house to house campaign.
13. Shall discipline the party workers and educate 

them with CEC instructed by the NBCC.
14. Shall not use/spread false propaganda for person-

al gain.
15. Shall not be involved in booth capturing and any 

other activities which are unbecoming of any po-
litical party.

16. Shall  deliver peace,  justice, and development for 
our people

17. Shall participate in the Common Platforms organ-
ized by the Clean Election committee.

18. Shall support NBCC-CEC guidelines in letter and 
spirit, and cooperate with all the initiatives of  As-
sociation level CEC-Core Committee.

(Issued in public interest)

Pledge Signed by Political Parties 
and NBCC for Clean Elections

BIBLE READ:  
 1 KINGS 19:19–21

THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
Then [Elisha] set out to follow 

Elijah and became his servant.        
~  1 Kings 19:21

 Matthew 5:9 (NIV )
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): This should be a 
very busy day for you, Aries, as communica-
tions involving business matters could take 
up much of your time. These could concern 

your own goals or those of a friend or a group with 
which you’re affiliated. Whatever it is, you should feel 
a strong sense of elation and optimism. Success is defi-
nitely in the wind. However, try not to exhaust yourself. 
Take occasional breaks. Don’t forget that you’ll need to 
keep going tomorrow.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Business mat-
ters take a sudden turn for the better, Tau-
rus. Paperwork may need to be executed. A 
new sense of self-confidence contributes to 

these developments, and the more good things that 
happen to you, the more confident you’ll feel. Your 
physical appearance could assume more importance 
in your mind than usual, since you’ll want the way 
you look to match the way you feel inside. Buy some 
new clothes and keep working. The sky’s the limit.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): A chance to travel, 
perhaps for business purposes, could present 
itself to you today, Gemini. This might require 
some temporary adjustments in your personal 

life, but don’t let this stop you. You’ll want to make the 
most of whatever new opportunities come your way at 
this time. Career success is highly indicated, and this 
could make a profound and positive difference in the 
course of your life. Go for the gold!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Someone in 
the know could come to you today with 
opportunities for increasing your income, 
Cancer, perhaps involving investments of 

time or other resources in new business enterprises. 
These possibilities are worthy of consideration, yet 
you need to be particularly businesslike and consider 
all the ins and outs and pros and cons before com-
mitting to anything. One prospect may be just what 
you want, while another might turn out to be entirely 

different. Give it some thought!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): If you’ve been think-
ing about starting a new business part-
nership, Leo, this is the day to take some 

positive action toward that end. Any new business en-
terprises started today, particularly involving partner-
ships, show a lot of promise for success. This might 
make a profound difference in the course of your life, 
so make sure you allow for as many contingencies as 
you can. Go for the gold and enjoy the adventure!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Some rather bor-
ing and mundane tasks, perhaps involving 
paperwork, could take up much of your time 

today, Virgo. You could get easily distracted and be 
tempted to set it aside and do something more inter-
esting, but don’t fall into this trap. You’ll want your re-
cent pattern of success to continue, and so it’s best to 
get the boring stuff out of the way and then move on to 
what’s exciting. Hang in there!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): New enterprises 
that you’ve worked to perfect for a long time, 
perhaps involving writing, speaking, or pub-
lishing, might pay off today, Libra. Success 

definitely appears to be in the wind, and those in author-
ity could be more than impressed with what you’ve been 
trying to achieve. Grab the gold ring now and take ad-
vantage of this opportunity, since it might be a long time 
before another one comes around. Onward and upward!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Some paper-
work involving business enterprises could 
be executed today, Scorpio, possibly in your 
home. This might be a new and unexpected 

development. It could have you feeling a bit disori-
ented, but try to pull yourself together and make the 
most of it. Whatever the opportunity, all signs say that it 
might prove quite successful, so don’t let it pass you by. 
Go with the flow and see where it takes you. You could 
be pleasantly surprised!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Success 
in business, perhaps involving writing or 
speaking, might come your way today, Sagit-
tarius. Paperwork, such as contracts, could 

take up a lot of your time. You might also have to 
spend a lot of time on the phone or in the car. All this 
activity could have you feeling a bit frazzled. None-
theless, you’re going to feel very enthusiastic and op-
timistic about everything that’s happening, and you 
should look forward to future enterprises. Enjoy!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You’ve 
worked hard to promote your business in-
terests, Capricorn, and today it might pay off. 
Money, or contracts promising it, could come 

your way, as well as new opportunities to pursue success, 
perhaps in writing, teaching, or publishing. Friends and 
family members should be as excited as you are, and per-
haps you’ll want to have a celebration of some sort. Relax 
for a while and enjoy your evening. You’ll be back at your 
tasks soon enough. You can count on it!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Your optimism 
and enthusiasm should be very high today, 
Aquarius. Business and partnerships have been 
proving both satisfying and profitable lately, 

and you could receive information today about new doors 
that could unexpectedly open up for you. You’ve worked 
hard, supposedly without results, for a long time, and now 
it seems like everything’s happening at once. This is very 
exciting, but remember that if you want to maintain your 
current pace, you have to keep working! Get going!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Today your level 
of imagination and intuition is especially high, 
Pisces. Trust your heart today, especially where 
new projects and money are concerned. In-

sights may appear to knock at the doors of your con-
scious mind, yet it might take some deep thought to 
grasp their significance. Don’t try to work it out through 
logic; it’s best to let it all come to you. Then make use of 
logic to consider what you should do about it!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Rajendra Shende | IANS

“A one-km auto rickshaw ride in 
Ahmedabad takes Rs 10 and India 
reached Mars at Rs 7 per km, which is 

really amazing,” Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi emphasised the achievement in his 
speech in New York in September 2014.

He was speaking about the inter-plane-
tary plan of the Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) that has disrupted space 
technologies.

Elon Musk, a dangerously daring 
dreamer, at that time had a blueprint of a 
Martian journey on the drawing board of 
his SpaceX office in California. He not only 
wants to just send man to Mars, he wants 
to colonise it. He has planned on taking 
one million willing people from our blue 
planet Earth to the red planet by 2022, 
a journey of 650 million kilometres. To 
achieve this objective, he has to make the 
journey affordable and safe.

“Everything about Mangalyaan (ISRO’s 
space craft to Mars) is indigenous. We 
reached Mars at a smaller budget than a 

Hollywood movie (“Gravity”),” Modi stat-
ed smugly, adding that “India is the only 
country to reach Mars on its first attempt. 
If this is not talent, then what is?”

Indeed, India’s Mars spacecraft cata-
pulted the country into an elite club of 
three nations, that too at just $74 million. 
That was a tenth (about $670 million) of 
NASA’s Mars mission “Maven” that entered 
the Martian orbit just two days before Mo-
di’s statement.

Surely, Elon Musk was listening to 
Modi. It must have been a shocker for him 
because his project to colonise Mars had, 
and still has, the same objectives as ISRO’s 
-- to reduce space transportation and pay-
load carrying costs.

Within the next three years SpaceX de-
veloped a family of Falcon-series launch 
vehicles and the Dragon spacecraft, both of 
which deliver payloads into the Earth’s orbit 
at low cost mainly because Musk is able to 
bring back the launch vehicle for reuse.

During the same three years, ISRO be-
came one of the world’s top space-runners. 
It is now a technology giant that is champi-
oning and taming space launches. It is no 

longer just a government-funded agency 
but a commercial venture that can launch 
other countries’ satellites through its mas-
sive launch vehicles -- the GSLVs and the 
PSLVs. These are capable of carrying heavy 
payloads of satellites into space.

The ambitions, aspirations and poten-
tial of ISRO and Space X have started to 
demonstrate amazingly clear similarity.

When Space X was busy announcing 
the contract with two private individu-
als to send them in a Dragon spacecraft 
around the Moon, ISRO had already fired 
its PSLV and launched 104 satellites into 
space from a single vehicle. While Moon 
tourism is Space X’s business proposition, 
taking other countries’ satellites into space 
is ISRO’s.

Of the 104 satellites launched at one go, 
a whopping 96 belonged to the US, which 
paid India for the launch. The satellites, re-
leased in rapid-fire fashion every few sec-
onds from a single rocket as it travelled at 
30,000 kms an hour is like testing the limits 
of technology.

On January 12, 2018, ISRO soared 
again. This time it launched 31 satellites 

during a single mission that included three 
of India’s and 28 of other countries. When 
the last of the satellite was ejected, it was 
the 100th satellite of ISRO.

A month later, on February 6, 2018, 
Elon Musk recaptured the headlines as the 
Falcon Heavy 9 vehicle, the most powerful 
ever developed after the one that took man 
to moon, had carried a payload of his Tesla 
Roadster with dummy driver into space 
and toward the Asteroid belt.

It was sort of a gimmick and fun, as 
per Musk. However, more importantly, the 
mission was able to bring back to the earth 
two of the three launch vehicles and they 
were recovered. The same did not happen 
with the third vehicle.

ISRO has also announced that it is 
planning a flight with a “dummy crew 
module”, which is part of a programme for 
the development of critical technologies 
that it seeks to develop as part of its “hu-
man space-flight programme”.

Now is the time for Modi and Musk to 
collaborate as equal partners, particularly 
under Modi’s pet project of “Make in In-
dia”. Both of them need to recognise this as 

there are not only excellent convergence 
of the attributes and traits between Space 
X and ISRO, but also between Musk and 
Modi.

All of Elon Musk’s projects -- electric 
cars that have captured the imagination 
of almost all governments, lithium batter-
ies that can break long-standing barriers 
for solar energy, Tesla Solar Roof Tiles that 
can turn every home into a power plant, 
car elevators and Underground Tunnels 
that will drastically reduce use of fossil fu-
els, Hyperloop for sustainable transport -- 
are all path-breaking innovations that can 
make dependence on fossil fuels history.

Modi has a unique opportunity for 
de-politicising climate change and space 
exploration, and take global leadership 
by partnering with Musk. It would in turn 
help Indian aspirations of eradicating pov-
erty and making gainful employment.

(Rajendra Shende is Chairman, TERRE 
Policy Centre, and Director, UNEP. The 

views expressed are personal.  
He can be contacted at  

shende.rajendra@gmail.com)
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Eighteenth-century Indian 
arms were as sophisticated 

as European. Then came the 
British Empire to drive industry 

backwards

In the mid-18th century, ad-
vanced areas of northwest Eu-
rope and east and south Asia 

enjoyed roughly comparable life 
expectancy, rates of consumption, 
and potential for economic growth. 
But around 1800, in what scholars 
call the ‘great divergence’, the power 
and wealth of the West suddenly and 
dramatically eclipsed that of India, 
China and the Ottoman Empire. 

The British in particular found 
vindication for their expanding em-
pire in ideas of cultural and racial 
superiority. Scholars from Edward 
Said to Kenneth Pomeranz have 
done much to discredit such theo-
ries and to reveal their importance 
in motivating and justifying British 
conquest in Asia. European coloni-
alism in Asia and the New World it-
self helped to propel the divergence 
between Europe and Asia – securing 
European access to unprecedented 
riches and coercively secured mar-
kets and resources.

Still, some scholars continue 
to rummage through the vast ter-
rain of ‘culture’ in search of an ex-
planation for European ascend-
ancy. Most influential of late is the 
theory (popularised especially by 
the economic historian Joel Mokyr) 
that the Enlightenment fostered a 
unique culture of sharing both the 
knowledge and the microinven-
tions – or ‘tweaks’ – that drove the 
British industrial revolution.

The idea that knowledge-shar-
ing was a particularly European 
trait would have surprised the En-
lightenment thinker Adam Smith as 
he observed the world in that mo-
ment. Concerned about Britain’s 
aggressive pursuit of empire, he 
presumed that the universal capac-
ity for knowledge-sharing would 
ultimately right the wrongs of co-
lonialism. Noting in An Enquiry 
into the Nature and Causes of the 
Wealth of Nations (1776) that South 
Asians were not reaping benefits 
from the discovery of the Americas 
and suffered ‘every sort of injustice’ 
at the hands of Europeans, Smith 
remained sanguine that the shar-
ing of knowledge and improve-
ments that commerce produced 
would eventually put all nations on 
an equal footing and compel them 

into mutual respect.
We know that history did not 

play out that way. Why not? Why 
didn’t knowledge-sharing equalise 
the world? Was Smith too gener-
ous or naive in believing that it had 
cultural purchase beyond Europe? 
Smith’s naivety in fact lay in his 
presumption that the emerging po-
litical inequalities that he observed 
would not also shape the spread 
of knowledge. Like liberal thinkers 
today, he imagined that knowledge-
exchange somehow transpires re-
gardless of power relations.

In reality, in the 18th century, 
as now, power shaped knowledge-
sharing everywhere. In Britain, for 
instance, government offices en-
gaged in military supply often pro-
hibited contractors from patenting 
their inventions: a patent would 
slow the spread of innovation to 
other contractors and thus slow the 
production of urgently needed sup-
plies. While the British government 
thus abetted the sharing of know-
how within Britain, it actively stifled 
such sharing abroad. British indus-
trialists copied Asian textiles and 
pottery without scrupling over ‘in-
tellectual property’, but could rely 
on their government to minimise 
the threat of colonial competition 
with their own manufactures.

In 1737, for instance, English 
iron manufacturers urged prohibi-
tion of bar-iron manufacturing in 
America, fearing that it would stim-
ulate manufacture of iron goods 
there and ruin English ironworks 
and iron manufactures, depopulat-
ing the ‘Mother Country’. In 1750, 
they ensured that legislation allow-
ing duty-free imports of American 
bar iron at once prohibited Ameri-
can iron-manufacturing, explic-
itly to prevent creation of a war ma-
chine there. Such inequities fuelled 
anti- British sentiment in America.

In India, old, rather than new, 
manufacturing industries caused 
concern. British colonial officials 
strove to strangle local gun-man-
ufacture and block Indian access 
to British gun-making knowledge. 
They did so out of an understand-
ing that arms-making lay at the 
heart of industrial progress. The 
result was South Asian dependence 
on British guns, fuelling Britain’s in-
dustrial take-off while undercutting 
India’s industrial potential.

Eighteenth-century Britons per-
ceived the connection between war 
manufacturing and industrial de-
velopment, especially in the West 
Midlands. In a 1752 petition, the 

West Midlands town of Birmingham 
boasted that ‘above 20,000 Hands’ 
were employed ‘in useful Manufac-
tures, … greatly serviceable to the 
Government’. In 1795-96, an influ-
ential and powerful Quaker gun-
maker of the town explained to his 
concerned fellow friends that there 
was no industrial work that did not 
in some way contribute to war.

Intensifying European 
involvement in Indian conflicts 

heightened demand for weapons
During the long wars against 

France unfolding then, military 
contracting dominated the town. 
The Ordnance Office took control 
of the arms industry, monopolising 
its output. From 1804 to 1815, Bir-
mingham produced 7,660,229 arms 
and components. The town worked 
to quash any legislation threatening 
the gun trade. Townspeople knew 
that injury to arms manufactures 
would damage the entire West Mid-
lands region, throwing a ‘consider-
able … portion of its population’ 
out of employment. The industrial 
downturn after the wars in 1815 
confirmed their view. As late as 
1857, opponents challenged John 
Bright’s parliamentary election bid 
on the grounds that his pacifism fit 
awkwardly in a town whose econo-
my depended on the ‘paraphernalia 
of military metallic supplies’.

Similar regional military-in-
dustrial economies existed in the 
Indian subcontinent. In the 16th 
century, arms sales constituted part 
of Ottoman-Mughal diplomatic 
business in India. Babur, the first 
Mughal emperor, brought Turkish 
firearms, which Mughal adversar-
ies, the Rajputs and the Afghans, 
in turn adopted. Exchanges with 
the Portuguese and Egypt helped 
to establish the technology in the 
subcontinent. The Mughal emperor 
Akbar was deeply interested in fire-
arm manufacture, and drew master 
gun-makers to his court.

By the 17th century, the Mughals 
had state foundries and arsenals. 
From Malabar to Bihar, kingdoms 
across the subcontinent cultivated 
arms manufacture. Intensifying 
European involvement in Indian 
conflicts heightened demand for 
guns. Indian craftsmen also copied 
European firearms. Peasants of the 
Gangetic plains used cheap hand-
guns made by local blacksmiths. 
Travancore, Kashmir, Rajasthan, 
Punjab and Sindh possessed sites 
of arms manufacture. Indian guns 
and gun parts were also sold in 
Persia, Oman and across the In-

dian Ocean. British military men 
noted the superior range and veloc-
ity of Indian matchlocks. European 
observers also praised Golconda 
muskets. Indian designs, the Brit-
ish recognised, were sophisticated 
and effective; subcontinental arms 
emerged from a rich and dynamic 
culture of technical knowledge.

The East India Company (EIC) 
– a commercial arm of the Brit-
ish state – also sold British arms in 
the Indian subcontinent. To obtain 
trading privileges, they also pre-
sented arms as gifts. By the 1690s, 
the company exported nearly 1,000 
tons of small arms per year for prof-
it. ‘Hardly a ship came [in the 1760s] 
that did not sell them cannon and 
small arms,’ marvelled a colonel in 
Parliament. The French and British 
used arms deals as a proxy to chal-
lenge one another in the subconti-
nent. With each British success, EIC 
arms acquired ever more cachet, 
making them an ever more effective 
medium of diplomatic exchange. In 
1815, the Board of Customs report-
ed an annual export of 151,572 guns 
to South Asia, the Indonesian archi-
pelago and China worth £103,463.

To be sure, the British worried 
about arming their enemies. In 
1765, for instance, the EIC’s Madras 
government urged steps to prevent 
arms from ‘falling into Hands who 
may turn them against Us’. The EIC 
also wanted to ensure that arms 
supplied to the trusted nawab (or 
governor) of Arcot did not reach 
‘improper hands’. But short-term 
commercial interests often pre-
vailed. Officials worrying about 
reckless sales confronted the logic 
that forbidding them would merely 
push custom to European rivals, 
forfeiting both British profit and in-
fluence. This was the calculus with 
respect to Hyder Ali of Mysore: the 
British felt that selling him guns 
brought both profit and his good-
will as he brought down their com-
mon enemies, the Marathas. He 
had access to French and Spanish 
guns anyway, they noted.

The EIC also bought British 
guns for its own use. As its territo-
rial stake in India grew, it required 
massive gun shipments for its ex-
panding professional army. In 1764, 
it anticipated an annual demand 
of 5,000. In 1765, Calcutta officials 
asked for 10,000 stand of arms plus 
4,000 more each subsequent year, 
to be supplied by the same manu-
facturers who supplied the home 
government. The same year, the 
EIC acquired the right to collect tax-

es in Bengal, assuring its capacity 
to pay for arms. With both its own 
army and the right to collect taxes 
from colonial subjects, the EIC was 
becoming a colonial state. 
When the American war started, it 
was difficult to lure Birmingham’s 

smiths away from all this  
Indian work

In 1766, the EIC’s Madras Council 
determined to provide a spare mus-
ket for each company soldier. They 
also needed 17,000 new arms, plus 
more for the nawab of Arcot. Before 
1765, the EIC’s small arms expenses 
rose above £10,000 only three times, 
but after 1765, an annual outlay of 
£20,000 to £50,000 was the norm. In 
1767 and 1769, payments were more 
than £60,000. Guns in the Indian 
climate required replacement three 
times as often as those in the King’s 
Service. The EIC was also extrava-
gant, relative to the Ordnance Office, 
in its readiness to replace damaged 
arms. While the Ordnance Office 
ordered few guns in the brief inter-
lude of peace in the early 1770s, EIC 
demand remained robust, partly as 
a result of design changes that con-
solidated the classic ‘India- pattern’ 
musket in 1771. That year, it want-
ed 40,000 muskets for Madras and 
more for the nawab of Arcot, Bengal, 
the nawab of Awadh, the Bombay 
Marine, and the king of Travancore. 
Thousands more went to short- lived 
militias formed from time to time 
around the subcontinent. When the 
American war started in 1775, the 
Ordnance Office had difficulty lur-
ing Birmingham’s smiths away from 
all this Indian work. After that war, 
too, the EIC routinely had at least 
20,000 muskets en route to the sub-
continent, in addition to maintain-
ing 75,000 in store.

During the wars against France 
from 1793 to 1815, Britain’s Ord-
nance Office could not procure 
guns fast enough, and the EIC be-
came a crucial arms supplier to the 
British state. By the end of 1794, 
the EIC handed over some 30,000 
guns for use by other British forces 
around the world. The Indian army 
had enough British guns in store 
and on continual order to spare all 
this, even as its forces expanded 
from 88,000 in 1793 to 192,000 in 
1805. By the end of the war, the Ord-
nance Office had bought more than 
162,000 guns from the EIC.

The India- pattern guns were 
lighter and plainer in style than the 
standard Ordnance Office musket 
– making it more easily mass-pro-

duceable. Its adoption as the stand-
ard infantry weapon in 1797 revolu-
tionised English arms production. 
Between 1804 and 1815, Birming-
ham produced more than 3 million 
barrels and gunlocks, plus another 
million for the EIC. More than 1.7 
million complete arms were set 
up. The India- pattern was Britain’s 
most numerous military muzzle- 
loading weapon ever: more than 
2.8 million were produced. During 
a slackening of demand in 1812, the 
company helped Midlands iron-
masters by anticipating munitions 
orders for the next year and thus 
purchasing 4-5,000 tons of Midland 
iron. In short, Birmingham’s indus-
trial transformation owed a great 
deal to the EIC and its imperial ac-
tivities in India.

While facilitating industrial 
revolution at home, the EIC ac-
tively stifled industrial progress in 
India. It manufactured some mili-
tary goods in its arsenals and pur-
chased some locally made tents, 
swords and tulwars (sabres). Local 
manufacturers repaired guns. But 
the company drew the line at arms-
manufacturing, out of fear of stim-
ulating an industrial capacity that 
would threaten Britain and Britain’s 
hold on India.

Occasionally, a British official 
suggested that Indian manufactur-
ing might offer efficiencies. In the 
1770s, complaints about the quality 
of English arms prompted a sug-
gestion to minimise importation of 
stores that could be manufactured 
in India. But the EIC’s Court of Di-
rectors dismissed the consequent 
proposal to manufacture drums 
and fifes in India. The EIC likewise 
rejected a proposal to develop lead, 
iron, copper and tin mining in Ben-
gal on the grounds that it would 
cost the EIC profit and control. Any 
steps toward industrial develop-
ment, the EIC noted, was to make 
the colony still more independ-
ent of the ‘Mother Country’. It also 
risked supporting the ‘supply to the 
neighbouring powers of Military 
Stores[,] and the teaching of them 
new means of independence and 
new Sources of Wealth’. In short, 
proposals that might promote in-
dustrial development in Bengal 
were ‘very impolitic and contrary 
to our government’s maxims’. Cer-
tainly, they might bring ‘great and 
important advantages’ to Bengal, 
‘considered as independent’. But of 
course Bengal was not independ-
ent; it was part of the British Empire.

To be continued...

Guns and the British Empire

Convergence of Talents: Modi Must Join Hands With Musk for a Shot at Mars
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Ariz Khan alias Junaid, one of the most wanted Indian Mujahideen 
terrorist being taken to a court by Delhi Police Special Cell after his 
arrest, in New Delhi on Wednesday.

PTI

Devotees perform ‘Tharpana’ a Hindu ritual on the occasion of ‘Maha Shivaratri’ festival on the banks 
of river Periyar, at Aluva in Kochi on Wednesday.

PTI

File photo of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Iran President Hassan Rouhani. PTI

Punjab National Bank 
detects $1.8 bn fraud 
at a Mumbai branch

Wanted Indian Mujahideen terrorist arrested

300 militants in Pak ready to enter India — Army

Indian Army does not communalise 
— Northern Command chief

Use technology for welfare of children — SCIran President to come on three-day India visit

Human trafficking racket busted in 
UP; 7 children from Nepal rescued 

HC raps traffic cops for chatting 
on cell phone while on duty

Mumbai, Feb. 14 (IANS): Punjab National 
Bank, the second largest public sector 
bank in India, has detected a $1.8 billion 
fraud in one of its branches here, the bank 
said in a regulatory filing to the stock ex-
changes on Wednesday.

“The bank has detected some fraudu-
lent and unauthorised transactions (mes-
sages) in one of its branch in Mumbai for 
the benefit of a few select account holders 
with their apparent connivance,” the fil-
ing by the bank said.

It had quoted the quantum of such 
transactions was to the tune of around 
$1,771.69 million (around Rs 11,515 
crore).

The amount of fraudulent transac-
tions is equivalent to eight times the 
bank’s net income of about Rs 1,320 crore 
($206 million).

This case has happened at a time 
when the Indian banking system is al-
ready grappling to tackle its swelling non-
performing assets.

“Based on these transactions other 

banks appear to have advanced money 
to these customers abroad. In the bank 
these transactions are contingent in 
nature and liability arising out of these 
on the bank shall be decided based on 
the law and genuineness of underlying 
transactions,” the filing said.

The bank informed: “The matter is 
already referred to law enforcement agen-
cies to examine and book the culprits as 
per law of the land.”

On February 5, the Central Bureau 
of Investigation had booked billionaire 
diamond service provider Nirav Modi, his 
brother, wife and an enterprise compan-
ion for allegedly cheating Punjab National 
Bank of over Rs 280.70 crore last year.

Following the complaint, the CBI reg-
istered a FIR under the Indian Penal Code 
sections related to criminal conspiracy, 
cheating and provisions of the Prevention 
of Corruption Act against the four.

The stock of Punjab National Bank 
was trading at Rs 149.20 per share, down 
7.70 per cent at the BSE at 1.59 p.m.

Jammu, Feb. 14 (IANS): 
More than 300 militants 
are waiting across the 
Line of Control (LoC) in 
Pakistan to infiltrate into 
India, the Army said on 
Wednesday, adding that 
the Pakistan Army played 
a key role in planning ter-
ror attacks in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Lt Gen Devraj Anbu 
told the media at the Ud-
hampur headquarters of 
the Army’s Northern Com-
mand: “(A total of ) 185-

220 terrorists in the south 
and 190-225 terrorists in 
the north of Peer Panjal are 
... ready for infiltration.”

The officer said the Pa-
kistan Army had a direct 
role in planning terror at-
tacks in Jammu and Kash-
mir, which is divided be-
tween India and Pakistan.

Asked about possible 
Indian retaliation against 
the terror attack on the 
Sunjuwan Army camp in 
the state, he said, “Operat-
ing along the LoC is quite 

complex and challenging. 
I do not feel that we really 
need to do tit for tat.”

He added: “We plan 
our strategy and we will 
continue with this.”

Speaking on ceasefire 
violations by Pakistan, he 
said 192 Pakistani soldiers 
were killed in Indian retali-
ation.

“They admitted only 
six or seven deaths in two 
incidents, but our sources 
said that number is big,” 
he said.

Udhampur (JK), Feb. 14 
(PTI): A top Army com-
mander today hit back 
at AIMIM chief Asadud-
din Owaisi’s statement 
that Muslim soldiers were 
killed in the Sunjuwan 
attack, saying the Army 
does not communalise its 
soldiers.

“We take on the reli-
gion of our troops and we 
do not communalise any 
of them. There is ‘sarva 
dharma sthal’ in every 
formation. Go to Badam-
ibagh (a cantonment in 
Srinagar) or Udhampur 
(the Northern Command 
headquarters) or even 
my residence,” Northern 
Command chief Lt Gen D 
Anbu said. 

The comment of the 
General Officer Com-
manding-in-Chief of the 
strategically-important 
No r t h e r n  Co m m a n d 
came a day after the All 
India Majlis-e-Ittehad-
ul Muslimeen (AIMIM) 
chief slammed those ques-
tioning the patriotism of 
Muslims and Kashmiri 
Muslims.

Four Kashmiri soldiers 
were among the six Army 
personnel killed in the at-
tack on the 36 Brigade of 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Light Infantry camp in 
Sunjuwan on Saturday.

“It is only for people 
who do not know the in-
side functioning of the 

armed forces. They are the 
one who are actually mak-
ing such statements,” he 
said, adding “they need to 
visit us to see themselves 
how we put everything 
aside and live together”. 

Owaisi, the MP from 
Hyderabad, had yesterday 
said the so-called “9 PM” 
nationalists (those who 
appear in prime time TV 
debates) question the na-
tionalism of Muslims and 
Kashmiri Muslims.

“In this (Sunjuwan at-
tack) incident, the Kash-
miri Muslims have laid 
down their lives. Why 
aren’t you talking about 
it? This is a reminder to 
all those nationalists who 
question my integrity and 
the love for this country,” 
the AIMIM chief had said.

Anbu said, “The peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir 
have shown (by participat-
ing in large numbers in 
the funeral prayers of the 
soldiers)... it is a testimony 
for all those who wanted to 
communalise it.”

On the  impact  of 
an FIR over the killing 
of three youths in south 
Kashmir’s Shopian dis-
trict last month in which 
Major Aditya Kumar was 
named, he said, “I am 
heading the Northern 
Command and I can say 
it with confidence that the 
issue of Major Aditya has 
not dented the morale of 

my troops, not even a bit, 
not even an iota.”

“I can say it with con-
fidence because I meet 
them, I move around and 
I speak through my com-
manders and know the 
pulse,” he said.

The officer said that 
there were no human 
rights (HRs) violation re-
ported against the Army in 
the last one year.

“In the last one year, 
you have not seen any hu-
man rights violations tak-
ing place. That is (because 
of the) direction from me 
to the commanders. You 
will not find any one of 
them wilfully indulging 
in it. Our intentions are 
clear so there is nothing to 
worry about,” he said.

However, Anbu said 
that the case was sub-ju-
dice and would take its 
own course.

The police had regis-
tered an FIR into the death 
of three youths and had 
mentioned that an Army 
team led by Major Adi-
tya had to open fire on an 
unruly mob which was 
indulging in heavy stone 
pelting on a convoy led 
by him.

“The Defence minister 
had made a statement 
during her visit to Jammu 
that the government and 
the ministry of defence are 
totally behind the soldiers 
and armed forces,” he said.

New Delhi, Feb. 14 (PTI): 
India’s status as a tech-
nological power house in 
the world would remain 
on paper if the state does 
not take advantage of its 
resources to benefit the 
children or track the miss-
ing ones, the Supreme 
Court has said.

The apex court, while 
stressing the need for use 
of technology in Juvenile 
Justice Boards (JJB) and 
Child Welfare Commit-
tees (CWC), said it was 
“disheartened” that there 
was an acute shortage of 
computers and peripher-
als in these bodies.

A bench of Justices 
Madan B Lokur and Deep-
ak Gupta said the use of 
technology would help in 
dealing with crucial issues 
like tracing and tracking of 
missing children, rescuing 
those working in hazard-
ous industries and victims 
of child sexual abuse.

“It is well-known that 
our country is a techno-
logical power-house and 

if we are unable to take 
advantage of the resources 
available with us and fully 
utilise the benefits of tech-
nology through comput-
ers and the internet for 
the benefit of children, our 
status as a technological 
power house would be in 
jeopardy and would re-
main only on paper,” the 
bench said.

It said the data regard-
ing children could be eas-
ily collected by using com-
puters and the internet.

“This would be of great 
assistance in planning and 
management of resources 
and MWCD (Ministry of 
Women and Child Devel-
opment) and others con-
cerned with child rights 
must take full advantage of 
this,” the bench said.

The apex court also 
said that the Centre and 
states needed to look 
into this aspect and pro-
vide necessary software 
and hardware to JJBs 
and CWCs for their func-
tioning.

“Similarly, the use of 
video conferencing could 
also be considered in ap-
propriate cases where 
some inconvenience to 
the juvenile in conflict 
with law necessitates the 
use of video conferencing 
facilities,” it said.

The top court compli-
mented the MWCD for 
bringing out an online 
central monitoring system 
in this regard but said it 
was “unfortunate” that 
there was not much active 
cooperation of the states 
in updating the informa-
tion on this system.

It asked the states to 
update the information 
on the online monitoring 
system “once a quarter”, 
adding “surely that cannot 
be a difficult task”.

“Needless to say, up-
dating information is ex-
tremely important so that 
there can be efficient plan-
ning which will ultimately 
lead to better manage-
ment of issues concerning 
children,” the bench said.

It directed the MWCD 
to continue to make crea-
tive use of information 
and communication tech-
nology not only for the 
purpose of collecting data 
but also for other issues 
connected with the Juve-
nile Justice (Care and Pro-
tection of Children) Act.

“With the utilisation of 
technology to the fullest 
extent, administrative ef-
ficiency will improve con-
siderably, which in turn 
will have a positive impact 
on the lives of children,” 
it said.

The court said this in 
a judgement in which it 
passed a slew of directions 
for implementation of 
provisions of the Juvenile 
Justice (Care and Protec-
tion of Children) Act.

The verdict came on a 
PIL seeking implementa-
tion of the Juvenile Justice 
Act and its rules. The peti-
tion has raised the issue of 
alleged apathy by the gov-
ernments in implement-
ing the welfare measure.

New Delhi, Feb. 14 (IANS): 
Iran President Hassan 
Rouhani will come on a 
three-day visit to India 
starting Thursday at the 
invitation of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, the 
External Affairs Ministry 
announced on Wednes-
day.

Modi and Rouhani will 
hold a bilateral meeting 
here on Saturday, during 
the course of which both 
sides would review the 
progress achieved in bilat-
eral relations and also ex-

change views on regional 
and international issues of 
mutual interest, according 
to a ministry statement. 

Rouhani will also call 
on President Ram Nath 
Kovind on Saturday.

According to Iranian 
news agency Irna, Rou-
hani will first arrive in 
Hyderabad on Thursday 
where he will meet the 
city’s Muslim Ulemas. 
He will also meet Iranian 
nationals, including stu-
dents, residing in India.

Citing the Iran Presi-

dent’s deputy chief of staff 
for communications and 
information Parviz Es-
maeili, Irna said follow-
ing the delegation-level 
talks on Saturday, both 
sides will sign a number of 
agreements.

B u s i n e s s  l e a d e r s 
of both sectors are also 
scheduled to hold a joint 
meeting to review coop-
eration opportunities and 
capacities, according to 
Esmaeili.

This will be Rouhani’s 
first visit to India after he 

Maharajganj (UP), Feb. 14 (PTI): Seven 
children from Nepal were rescued and 
a man was arrested after a human traf-
ficking racket was busted here by a team 
of Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB), a senior 
official said today.

Acting on a tip-off, the SSB rescued 
the children, who were being taken to 
Sonouli on the Indo-Nepal border, and 
arrested one Mahgu Kumar hailing from 
Rupendehi in Nepal, Deputy Comman-

dant SSB Dilip Jha said.
The man admitted that he and his 

associate had so far sent 25 children to 
different countries and were preparing to 
send 10 more, he said.

During interrogation, the arrested 
man revealed that he was supposed to 
hand over the children to his accomplice 
in Rajasthan in return for Rs 500 for each 
of them, the official said. The children 
have been sent back to Nepal, Jha added.

Mumbai, Feb. 14 (PTI): The Bombay High 
Court today rapped traffic policemen for 
talking on mobile phone while on duty, 
saying this amounts to gross misconduct 
and appropriate action should be taken 
against such personnel.

A division bench of justices S C Dhar-
madhikari and Bharati Dangre said 
the court has witnessed several traffic 
constables, standing in corners of roads, 
talking on their mobile phone instead of 
manning vehicular movement.

The court made the remarks while 
hearing a public interest litigation filed 
by traffic constable, Sunil Toke, alleging 
rampant corruption in the traffic police 

department. The joint commissioner of 
traffic police and another senior official 
of the department today filed affidavits 
before the court in this regard.

However, the bench said filing affida-
vits was not enough and that there has 
been a concrete change on the ground.

The court said the mobile phone num-
bers of the joint commissioner of traffic po-
lice and a senior officer of the department 
should be publicised so that people can call 
and complain about bribe-taking and cor-
ruption. The bench posted the petition for 
further hearing after four weeks and asked 
for a comprehensive affidavit to be filed 
by the joint commissioner of traffic police.

Ne w  D e l h i ,  Fe b. 1 4 
(IANS): Personnel of the 
Delhi Police Special Cell 
on Wednesday arrested 
a wanted Indian Muja-
hideen (IM) terrorist from 
near the Nepal border. He 
had been on the run since 

the 2008 Batla House en-
counter here, police said.

According to the po-
lice, terrorist Ariz Khan 
alias Junaid is an expert 
bomb-maker, execution-
er and conspirator, and 
had been wanted for his 

NEWS IN BRIEF
Abducted kid’s body found in 
Bihar, one arrested
Patna, Feb. 14 (IANS): A five-year-old boy, who 
was abducted two days ago, was found dead on 
Wednesday in a village near Patna, police said, adding 
that a woman was arrested in the case. Shivam Kumar 
was abducted from Hulasitola village by a neighbour 
on Monday when he was playing. The child was later 
killed. His body was found in a drain outside the 
village on Wednesday, police said. “It appears that 
Shivam was strangulated to death as there was a deep 
injury mark on his neck,” said Rajeev Ranjan Singh, 
Maner Police Station officer-in-charge. Singh said 
Poonam Devi was arrested after the victim’s father 
alleged revenge killing by the neighbour.

Prime accused in Dalit student’s 
murder arrested 
Lucknow, Feb. 14 (IANS): The prime accused in the 
horrific murder of a Dalit law student in Allahabad 
was arrested on Wednesday from Sultanpur in Uttar 
Pradesh, police said. Vijay Shankar was taken into 
custody from the house of Chandra Bhadra Singh, a 
political activist. After a scuffle over a trivial issue at an 
eatery last week, Dileep Saroj was brutally assaulted 
by four men led by Singh. The 26-year-old LLB student 
had gone into a coma and later died.  The killing had 
been filmed by a passerby and the clip went viral, 
leading to outrage. His autopsy showed 30 injuries 
on his body, including several fractures.  Students of 
Allahabad university went on a rampage after Saroj’s 
death. The Uttar Pradesh government, after facing 
much flak, announced a compensation of Rs 20 lakh 
to the family of the student.

Former Union minister Bolla 
Bulliramaiah dies
Amaravati, Feb. 14 (PTI): Former Union minister and 
veteran TDP leader Bolla Bulliramaiah died of old 
age-related illness this morning, party sources said. 
He was 92. Bulliramaiah was ailing since some time. 
He breathed his last at his residence in his hometown 
Tanuku in Andhra Pradesh today, the sources said. 
Bulliramaiah, who was known as a genial person, 
joined the TDP during its inception and became an 
MP in 1984. He was elected to the Lok Sabha from 
the Eluru constituency in 1991, 1996 and 1999 and 
served as the Union minister of state for commerce 
during 1996-98 in the United Front government. 
Bulliramaiah began his career in 1953 as an employee 
in the Andhra Sugars and rose through the ranks to 
become its chairman and managing director.

Police bust medical, engineering 
seats racket, arrest two 
Bengaluru,Feb. 14 (PTI): A gang of fraudsters who 
allegedly conned many graduates of crores of rupees 
under the pretext of providing them post graduate 
seats in prominent medical and engineering colleges 
in Karnataka,has been busted,police said.  Two of 
their accomplices are absconding They said Rajath 
Shetty, an engineering graduate and Jaiprakash 
Singh, a management degree holder, both aged 31, 
had set up offices in the city under the names of six 
fictitious firms. The duo convinced medical and 
engineering graduates that they could offer them 
seats in prominent collegs and collected huge amount 
of money from them to the tune of crores of rupees, 
police said. They were arrested last night based on 
complaints filed by three graduates. Police said Shetty 
had earlier worked in a prominent IT company and 
had cheated many persons in a similar manner by 
promising them seats at Manipal medical college 
in Udupi district. Both of them have a number of 
cheating cases registered against them, police said.

13 vehicles burnt in Ranchi over 
objectionable religious post
Ranchi, Feb. 14 (IANS): Over a dozen vehicles were 
torched on Wednesdy by an angry mob over an 
objectionable religious post on the social media, 
police said. Hundreds of people assembled on the 
Ranchi-Jamshedpur highway at Bundu, around 
40 Km from here, over the post allegedly against a 
particular religion. The angry people pelted stones 
on vehicles, broke their glasses and set on fire at least 
13 of them. They also burnt tyres on the national 
highway, forcing the shopkeepers to down their 
shutters in panic. Security forces have been deployed 
to restore peace in the area. They also conducted a 
flag march. One person, who allegedly posted the 
objectionable content in the social media, had been 
arrested, the police said. They, however, refused to 
elaborate on the posted content. According to the 
police, situation has been brought under control and 
prevented from turning into communal clashes.

involvement in various 
bomb blast cases in Delhi, 
Jaipur, Ahmedabad and 
Uttar Pradesh.

Khan was arrested 
from Banbasa in Utta-
rakhand, where he had 
come to meet his accom-
plices.

Around 165 people 
died in the incidents of 
crime that Khan was in-
volved in, the police said, 
adding that he was present 
along with four others in 
Batla House during the 
encounter but had man-
aged to escape.

After the Batla House 
incident, he stayed in In-
dia for some time before 
fleeing to Nepal. 

Some of Khan’s ac-
complices had links with 
the Islamic State -- the 
radical Islamist group, the 
police said.

Drops of faith

assumed office in 2013.
It comes after Modi’s 

visit to Tehran in 2016 
during which a trilateral 
agreement on transit and 
transport was signed be-
tween India, Iran and Af-
ghanistan.

India committed $85 
million in investment for 
the development of the 
Shahid Beheshti Port in 
Iran’s southeastern city of 
Chabahar.

The first phase of the 
port was inaugurated by 
President Rouhani in De-
cember last year, a little 
over a month after the first 
consignment of wheat 
from India to Afghanistan 
was sent via this facility.

The port opens a new 
strategic transit route be-
tween Iran, India, Afghani-
stan and other Central 
Asian nations bypassing 
Pakistan.

India-Iran bilateral 
trade stood at $12.89 bil-
lion in 2016-17, according 
to figures provided by the 
External Affairs Ministry.
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News IN BrIef
NOLA Police: 2 killed, more hurt 
in Lower 9th Ward shooting
Washington, Feb. 14 (PTI/AFP): Police were 
investigating a shooting outside of Fort Meade, Maryland 
today, headquarters of the secretive National Security 
Agency, local media reported. NBC News aired aerial 
images of what appeared to be police surrounding a man 
on the ground in handcuffs. A black SUV appeared to 
hwere visible in the vehicle’s front windows.

Six hurt in Paris stabbing spree
Paris, Feb. 14 (PTI/AFP): A man stabbed six bystanders 
in a series of apparently unprovoked attacks in northern 
Paris before being arrested by police in a drunken state, a 
security source said. The rampage began at around 11:00 
pm in an area known for its high levels of street crime 
and homelessness to the north of the Gare du Nord train 
station in the 18th district. The injured were admitted 
to hospital but none suffered life-threatening wounds, 
the police source told AFP on condition of anonymity, 
confirming a report in the Parisien newspaper. The 
attacker was arrested two hours later in the neighbouring 
10th district and was “very drunk”, according to the police 
source who said the knife was found nearby.

Taliban kill four security personnel 
in Pakistan attack
Islamabad, Feb. 14 (IANS): At least four members of  
the Pakistani security forces were killed in an attack by the 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) in Pakistan’s Quetta 
city on Wednesday. The Frontier Corps troops were riding 
two motorcycles along a railway track in the Langoabad 
area as part of their routine patrol in the morning when 
unidentified attackers opened fire and killed all four, a police 
official told Efe news. The TTP claimed responsibility in 
a statement by its spokesperson, Muhammed Khurasani, 
saying that “the attack was carried out by a contingent of  
the TTP Special Task Force and that the attackers left the 
area without harm”. This marked the first Taliban attack 
after Khan Saeed Mehsud alias Khalid Sajna, the second 
most senior leader of the Pakistani Taliban, was killed last 
week in a drone strike by the US.

Key Taliban commander, 2 others 
killed in Afghanistan
Kabul, Feb. 14 (IANS): Three Taliban militants including 
key commander Mullah Abdullah alias Fedai were 
killed and two others injured after clashes erupted in 
Afghanistan’s Kunduz province on Wednesday, a local 
official said. “A group of Taliban insurgents attacked an 
Army checkpoint in Dasht-e-Archi district and the soldiers 
returned fire triggering a gun battle which lasted for a while. 
As a result Mullah Abdullah along with two others were 
killed,” Dasht-e-Archi district Governor Nasrudin Nazari 
told Xinhua news agency. Two other militants sustained 
injuries while no security personnel or civilians were hurt 
in the fighting, the official said. 

Kuwait pledges $2bn to support 
reconstruction in Iraq
Kuwait City, Feb. 14 (IANS): Kuwait will allocate $1 
billion in loan and another $1billion in investment in Iraq 
to help its reconstruction process, Emir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah announced on Wednesday. 
The magnitude of destruction inflicted on Iraq by terrorists 
cannot be overlooked. This cannot be endured by Iraq 
alone and the international community must shoulder 
its responsibility, Xinhua news agency quoted the Emir 
assaying. He made the announcement at the Kuwait 
International Conference for the Reconstruction of Iraq 
(KICRI) here. He congratulated the Iraqi people for the 
defeat of the Islamic State (IS) in the country. 

40 dead in Bolivian carnival 
festivities
La Paz, Feb. 14 (IANS): At least 40 people died and over 
100 were injured in Bolivia during the carnival weekend 
due to car accidents, homicides and flooding. Bolivian 
Interior Minister Carlos Romero on Tuesday said that 
most of the deaths were the result of traffic accidents 
while he was being interviewed alongside President Evo 
Morales on the Kawsachun Coca radio station, Xinhua 
news agency reported. According to a government report, 
16 people were killed in traffic accidents and eight were 
killed by a gas tank explosion at a mobile food stall near 
the entrance of Oruro carnival. 

Denmark’s Prince Henrik dead
Copenhagen, Feb. 14 (IANS): Denmark’s Prince Henrik, 
the husband of Queen Margrethe II, has died, the palace 
has announced. Henrik was 83. He passed away at 11.18 
p.m. in his sleep at Fredensborg Palace on Tuesday, 
Xinhua quoted the palace statement as saying. The Prince 
is survived by Queen Margrethe and their two sons.

AP/PTI

Protesters cut depictions of President Rodrigo Duterte’s “tongues”—allegedly representing his often 
derogatory statements aimed at women—during a Valentine’s Day rally Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2018 in 
Manila, Philippines. Human rights groups have condemned the Philippine president reportedly for saying 
that troops should shoot female communist rebels in the genitals to render them “useless,” which they 
said could encourage sexual violence and war crimes.

Jerusalem, Feb. 14 (PTI): In a 
setback to Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu, the 
police today recommended his 
indictment in two case of alleged 
corruption and breach of trust 
even as the beleaguered leader 
remained defiant and refused to 
step down.

After a 14-month-long inves-
tigation, police announced that 
it found enough evidence to rec-
ommend the state s prosecution 
to indict 68-year-old Netanyahu.

Netanyahu, the two time pre-
mier, faces prosecution in two 
corruption cases: a gifts-for-fa-
vours affair known as Case 1000, 
and a second scandal, called Case 
2000, in which he is suspected of 
back-room dealings with Arnon 
Mozes, publisher of the popular 
newspaper Yediot Aharonot, to 
ensure more favourable coverage, 
the Jerusalem Post reported.

Netanyahu was chosen the 
Prime Minister of Israel in 2009. 
Previously he held the position 
from 1996 to 1999.

The police have accused 
Netanyahu of accepting nearly 
USD 300,000 in gifts over 10 years.

Netanyahu, however, said 
his government was “stable” and 
criticised the police investigation, 
which prompted calls for his res-
ignation.

“I can reassure you that the 
coalition is stable. Neither me 
nor anyone else has plans for 
elections. We’re going to continue 
to work together for the good of 
Israeli citizens until the end of the 
term,” he said.

“I will continue to lead Israel 
responsibly and faithfully for as 
long as you, the citizens of Israel, 
choose me to lead you,” he said 
soon after the allegations came 
to light.

“I am certain that at the next 
elections, which will be held on 
schedule, I will earn your trust 
again, with God’s help,” he said.

He said the police report “mis-
leads” and is “contrary to the truth 
and logic.” 

Netanyahu earlier addressed 
the nation shortly before the po-
lice released their findings and 
made it clear that he would not 
step down.

“I feel a deep obligation to 
continue to lead Israel in a way 

that will ensure our future,” he 
said.

“Over the years, I have been 
the subject of at least 15 enquiries 
and investigations. All of those 
attempts resulted in nothing, and 
this time again they will come to 
nothing,” Netanyahu said in the 
televised address last night.

The prime minister, in the 
past, had also rejected both al-
legations claiming that “it is not 
illegal to accept gifts from friends” 
and that “Nothing will happen be-
cause nothing happened.” 

The case has focused prima-
rily on Netanyahu’s relationship 
with Israeli billionaire and Hol-
lywood producer Arnon Milchan.

In exchange for the gifts, police 
say, Netanyahu tried to advance 
a tax break that would have ben-
efited Milchan, though he was 
blocked by the Finance Ministry.

“According to suspicions, the 
Prime Minister worked to advance 
the extension of the tax waiver for 
returning citizens over 10 years, 
a benefit that has a considerable 
economic value for Mr Milchan,” 
the police statement said.

Police will now pass the evi-

dence to the attorney general, 
who will make a decision on 
whether or not to indict the Prime 
Minister.

The decision is not expected 
imminently. By Israeli law, he is 
only required to step down if he is 
convicted and that conviction is 
upheld through the appeals proc-
ess to the High Court, a process 
that could take years.

However, he could face pub-
lic and political pressure to step 
down much earlier.

His coalition partners, so far, 
have backed him, saying they will 
not take down the government 
over a police conclusion.

These police recommenda-
tions come in wake of an ongo-
ing campaign by Netanyahu to 
discharge the credibility of his 
investigators. 

Netanyahu’s attacks were 
made in response to remarks 
made by Police Commissioner 
Inspector-Generl Roni Alsheich, 
who hinted that Netanyahu had 
sent private investigators to col-
lect information against police 
officers who are involved in his 
case.

The Hague, Feb. 14 (IANS): Dutch Foreign 
Minister Halbe Zijlstra resigned on Tues-
day over lying about a 2006 meeting with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, ahead 
of a debate on his position in the Dutch 
lower house of parliament.

Zijlstra was supposed to fly to Rus-
sia later on Tuesday for a meeting with 
his Russian colleague Sergei Lavrov on 
Wednesday, reports Xinhua. 

Before the debate in The Hague, 
Dutch opposition parties were question-
ing his credibility and argued Zijlstra 
could no longer function as foreign af-
fairs minister. Zijlstra concurred and an-
nounced his resignation.

“This is by far the biggest mistake in 
my political career,” Zijlstra said, adding, 
“There is too much doubt about my func-
tioning as Dutch Foreign Minister. This is 
my own decision.”

After admitting on Monday to Dutch 
newspaper de Volkskrant to have lied 
about the meeting with Putin, Zijlstra still 

received the support of Prime Minister 
Mark Rutte and several government par-
ties.

However, his position became weaker 
on Tuesday after new revelations he not 
only lied about being present at a meeting 
with Putin, but also misinterpreted the 
words of the Russian President.

During a speech at a congress of his 
party the People’s Party for Freedom and 
Democracy (VVD) in May 2016, the cur-
rent Dutch FM claimed to have attended 
a meeting with Putin and that he heard 
the Russian President talk about a “Great 
Russia”. Contrary to his earlier claims, 
Zijlstra admitted he was not present at 
the meeting and that the reason he made 
up the story about his presence was to 
protect his source. 

This source appeared to be former 
Shell CEO Jeroen van der Veer, who wrote 
in an email to de Volkskrant on Tuesday 
that Zijlstra misinterpreted his words on 
Putin.

Paris, Feb. 14 (PTI/AFP): 
France will launch strikes if 
proof emerges that the Syr-
ian regime has used banned 
chemical weapons against 
its civilians, President Em-
manuel Macron has said.

“We will strike the place 
where these launches are 
made or where they are or-
ganised,” Macron told the 
presidential press corps.

“But today our services 
have not established proof 
that proscribed chemical 
weapons have been used 
against civilian populations,” 
he added.

“As soon as such proof is 
established, I will do what I 
said,” Macron warned, while 
adding that “the priority is 
the fight against the terror-
ists, the jihadists”.

Regarding the Syrian re-
gime itself, either during or 
after the conflict; “it will be 
answerable to international 
justice” he added.

Macron also called for 
an international meeting on 
Syria, in the region if pos-
sible.

In a telephone call with 

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin on Friday, Macron said 
he was “worried about indi-
cations suggesting the possi-
ble use of chlorine on several 
occasions against the civilian 
population in Syria these last 
few weeks”.

Russia has intervened 
alongside Syrian regime 
forces in the seven-year civil 
war and Putin is seen as the 
foreign leader with the most 
influence over Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad.

Receiving Putin at Ver-
sailles in May 2017, Macron 
had declared that France 
would respond immediately 
to any use of chemical weap-
ons in Syria.

“A very clear red line ex-
ists on our side: the use of 
chemical weapons by any-
one,” Macron said, promis-
ing “retaliation and an imme-
diate response from France”.

According to Washington, 
at least six chlorine attacks 
have been reported since 
early January in rebel areas, 
with dozens injured.

The Syrian government 
in late January denied car-

rying out chemical weapons 
attacks and its ally Moscow 
denounced the charges as 
a “propaganda campaign”, 
stressing that the perpetra-
tors had not been identified.

While France, like the 
United States, suspects the 
Syrian regime, it says it does 
not yet have concrete evi-
dence on the nature and 
origin of the attacks.

On Wednesday last week, 
Foreign Minister Jean-Yves 
Le Drian said “all indications” 
suggest that Assad’s forces 
were using chlorine weapons 
in the civil war against rebel 
forces, but being cautious 
said “we haven’t completely 
documented this”.

But Defence Minister 
Florence Parly was more re-
served on Friday when asked 
if Damascus had crossed the 
“red line”.

“We have some indica-
tions of the use of chlorine, 
but we do not have absolute 
confirmation, so it is this 
confirmation work that we 
are doing with others be-
cause obviously we have to 
establish the facts,” she said.

Kabul, Feb. 14 (IANS): The Taliban on 
Wednesday said it will welcome talks with 
the US and urged people to pressurize 
Washington to bring an end to the inva-
sion of Afghanistan.

In a letter published on its website, 
the Taliban said they preferred to resolve 
the conflict that began in 2001 through 
peaceful dialogue and warned that the 
use of force alone would complicate the 
problem in Afghanistan.

The group called on the “American 
people and the peace loving Congress-
men” to pressurize US leadership to end 
the occupation of the Asian country, a 
precondition that Taliban has always 
maintained to begin any negotiation, Efe 
news reported.

A few weeks ago, the Afghan govern-
ment revealed it had started a process of 

rapprochement with some factions of the 
Taliban in Turkey, with a view to initiate a 
peace process, an option that new leader 
of the main Taliban group, led by Haibat-
ullah, ruled out.

The Taliban had approached the 
Afghan government for talks in Pakistan 
in July 2015, but the process was soon 
suspended after Kabul announced the 
death of Taliban chief Mullah Omar, who 
had died two years earlier.

Afghanistan is going through one of 
its bloodiest periods since the end of the 
NATO combat mission in 2015.

Last August, Trump announced a new 
strategy for Afghanistan that included 
increasing troops to up to 14,000 soldiers 
and a tough stance towards Pakistan, a 
country that Washington accuses of shel-
tering Taliban rebels.

Johannesburg, Feb. 14 (IANS): South 
African President Jacob Zuma on 
Wednesday said he would not be 
stepping down after the ruling African 
National Congress (ANC) announced 
that he had until the end of the day to 
tender his resignation or else face a 
vote of no-confidence.

In an interview with public broad-
caster SABC, Zuma said he had not 
been given any reason as to why he 
should resign, but his almost 10-year 
stint in office has been stained by a 
slew of high-level corruption allega-
tions that have left him isolated from 
the ANC’s national executive commit-
tee. He said the effort to remove him 
by the ANC was “unfair”. 

“It was very unfair to me that this 
issue is raised...Nobody has ever pro-
vided the reasons. Nobody is saying 
what I have done,” he said.

While expressing his disagree-
ment to resign, Zuma said he was not 
defying the decision by the leadership 
of the ruling party. He said he will be 
making a statement later in the day on 
the matter.  The ANC parliamentary 
caucus on Wednesday agreed that 
if the President did not resign, they 
would try to remove him through a 
vote of no-confidence in Parliament 
on Thursday. 

“We can no longer wait beyond 
today, we don’t want to keep South 
Africa waiting,” said ANC treasurer 
Paul Mashatile at a press conference. 

“The decision has been taken, it must 
be implemented.” The party wants 
Vice President and ANC leader Cyril 
Ramaphosa to take Zuma’s place. 

Earlier in the day, an elite South 
African police team raided the luxuri-
ous family home of the controversial 
Gupta family -- a clan of Indian-born 
businessmen -- linked to Zuma.

Officials said three people were ar-
rested as part of an investigation into 
the wealthy Guptas who are known 
to wield substantial influence in the 
South African politics due to close ties 
with the President.

The Gupta family has been ac-
cused of “state capture” -- using their 
close ties with Zuma and a number 
of senior government officials to 
influence ministerial appointments, 
secure multi-million dollar govern-
ment contracts and gain access to 
inside information.

The Guptas and Zuma deny all 
allegations of wrongdoing.

The debate surrounding a pre-
mature exit from the presidency 
for Zuma, whose term is set to end 
in 2019, has been bolstered by the 
serious corruption scandals that sur-
round him. ANC Secretary-General 
Ace Magashule had announced on 
Tuesday that the party’s leadership 
had formally requested the President 
to step down after weeks of political 
maneuvers and negotiations behind 
closed doors.

United Nations, Feb. 14 (IANS): 
Myanmar has said that 508 Hin-
dus are among around 1,000 
refugees cleared for the first 
batch to be repatriated to their 
homes from Bangladesh.

The list, which also includes 
750 Muslims, has been handed 
over to Bangladesh authori-
ties to “expedite” the process 
of repatriating refugees now 
in the neighbouring country, 
Myanmar’s Permanent Repre-
sentative Hau Do Suan told the 
Security Council on Tuesday 
during a briefing on the situation 
there on Tuesday.

The repatriation process has 
not yet started, although he said 
that it was to have begun on 
January 23 under an agreement 
with Bangladesh.

Myanmar has provided 
Bangladesh side the resettle-
ment plan covering livelihood 
assistance, access to basic serv-
ices, and safety arrangement for 
verified returnees, he added.

The UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees, Filippo Grandi, 

however, told the Council that 
the situation in Myanmar was 
not yet conducive for the return 
of refugees. 

“An end to violence and 
destruction of property and 
granting humanitarian access 
throughout Rakhine State -- as 
called for by the Secretary-Gen-
eral (Antonio Guterres) -- were 
critical, basic steps,” he said.

He acknowledged, though, 
that the flow of refugees to 
Bangladesh was significantly 
reduced.

Bangladesh’s Permanent 
Representative Masud Bin 
Momen disputed that assertion 
saying that the flight of Rohingya 
fleeing to his country continued 
unabated and that 1,500 had 
come over in the first ten days of 
February.

The Council session was 
marked by sharp divisions with 
mainly the veto-armed China 
and Russia taking a more con-
ciliatory approach to Myanmar 
and the Western countries and 
Kuwait following a hardline ac-

cusing it of ethnic cleansing, 
precluding any action.

US Permanent Representa-
tive Nikki Haley, who insisted on 
referring to Myanmar as Burma, 
said, “The Security Council has 
so far failed in its responsibility 
to act in response to the clear 
threat to international peace 
and security that has resulted 
from recent events in northern 
Rakhine State.”

She said the Council must 
hold the military accountable 
for its actions and pressure State 
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi to 
acknowledge the “horrific acts” 
taking place there.

She called on Guterres to 
appoint a special envoy for My-
anmar.

There hasn’t been a pointper-
son on Myanmar since former 
Indian diplomat Vijay Nambia 
left the position of special ad-
viser for that country when Ban 
Ki-moon completed his term in 
2017 as Secretary-General.

Council President Mansour 
Ayyad Al-Otaibi of Kuwait also 

accused the Myanmar govern-
ment of carrying out an ethnic 
cleansing of Rohingyas and 
said that refugees could not 
voluntarily return home unless 
confidence-buiding measures 
were undertaken.

Russia’s Deputy Permanent 
Representative Dmitry Poly-
anskiy, however, said that the 
overall situation was under con-
trol because of the efforts of the 
Myanmar authorities.

He said relying on subjec-
tive and contradictory versions 
of events was not conducive to 
bringing peace to Myanmar.

China’s Permanent Repre-
sentative Ma Zhaoxu said the 
objectives of ending hostilities, 
restoring order and finding so-
lutions through dialogue had 
largely been achieved.

He said international com-
munity should acknowledge the 
difficulties in repatriating the 
refugees because of the complex 
situation in Rakhine state and be 
patient while extending support 
to the process.

The current crisis that sent 
about 700,000 refugees - most 
of them Rohingya Muslims - 
across the border to Bangladesh 
followed attacks on Myanmar 
security posts in August 2017 by 
the Arakan Rohingya Salvation 
Army (ARSA), which is led by 
Karachi-born Ata Ullah leading 
to counterattacks by the armed 
forces and vigilantes.

Permanent Representatives 
Bernard Tanoh-Boutchoue 
of Cote d’Ivoire and Anatolio 
Ndong Mba of Equatorial Guin-
ea condemned the action of 
ARSA, even as they also con-
demned the Myanmar gov-
ernment for the attacks on the 
Rohigya.

Tanoh-Boutchoue said that 
he was concerned that the Is-
lamic State and the Al Qaeda 
could exploit the situation. 

Suan said that although there 
have been no major clashes dur-
ing the last six months, “there is 
always a threat of ARSA terrorists 
who are taking refuge among in-
nocent peoples” returning.

Isareli PM Netanyahu faces 
corruption charges, refuses to quit

Dutch Foreign Minister steps down 
for lying about meeting with Putin

France threatens Syria strikes if 
chemical attacks proven — Macron

Taliban reaches out to US with offer of talks

Zuma defies ANC’s ultimatum, refuses to quit

Deleting the expletives

‘508 Hindu refugees cleared for repatriation to Myanmar’
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Metallica awarded the 
2018 Polar Music Prize

Judas Priest open up on Glenn Tipton’s Parkinson’s battle

Gerard Butler’s ‘Den
of Thieves’ gets sequel

Natalie Portman donates $1,000 to Ellen DeGeneres Wildlife Fund
The academy Award-winning actress donated $1,000 after 

Ellen correctly guessed the gender of her second baby.

Minnie Driver steps down as Oxfam ambassador

M
etal-
lica have 
been 
named 
as the 

recipients of this year’s 
Polar Music Prize.

Every year, the 
Afghanistan National 
Institute of Music 
(ANIM) and its founder 
Dr. Ahmad Sarmast, 
honour two artists – one 
from contemporary 
music and one from the 

classical genre for their 
significant achievements 
in music.

The awards ceremony 
will take place at Stock-
holm’s Grand Hotel on 
June 14, with Sweden’s 
King Carl XVI Gustaf and 
members of the royal 
family in attendance on 
the night.

It will be broadcast 
live on Swedish national 
television and through-
out Europe via TV4 Play.

Metallica drummer 
Lars Ulrich says: “Re-
ceiving the Polar Music 
Prize is an incredible 
thing, it puts us in very 
distinguished company. 
It’s a great validation of 
everything that Metallica 
has done over the last 35 
years. At the same time, 
we feel like we’re in our 
prime with a lot of good 
years ahead of us. Thank 
you very much.”

Teamrock

J
udas Priest frontman Rob 
Halford and bassist Ian Hill 
have reflected on the mo-
ment guitarist Glenn Tipton 
told them he couldn’t carry 

on due to his Parkinson’s disease 
diagnosis.

It was revealed yesterday 
that the 70-year-old was suffer-
ing from the disease and would 
miss the majority of the band’s 
upcoming tour dates in support 
of upcoming album Firepower.

Halford says: “As we said 
in the statement, Glenn’s been 
battling with this for 10 years, 
he’s been touring for 10 years, 
writing for 10 years, recording for 
10 years – and it was only until 
last Thursday that he came to the 

conclusion that it was not going 
to be.

 “He said, and this is typically 
Glenn, ‘I can’t do this because it’s 
not right for the band. If I go out, 
it’s not right for the band.’

“He’s always thought about 
the band, always thought about 
the band first, so we know how 
difficult it was for him to make 
that decision and I think we were 
all relieved that he’s been able to 
find some balance and harmony 
in making that decision.”

Hill reports that they went 
through a similar situation with 
the guitarist when they were 
rehearsing for their Redeemer 
Of Souls tour four years ago and 
adds: “When he started then, 

he was shaky, but, as we went 
through, he was getting better 
every day.” He continues: “At the 
end of the second week, he was 
ready to go. He put in a superb 
performance on the last tour, and 
we were all hoping that was going 
to happen again. But after the 
first week, it was obvious to all of 
us that it wasn’t getting any better.

 “It’s not like he’s been stupid 
and fell off his motorbike or got 
whacked out on some drug – it’s 
not a stupid decision he’s made, 
he just can’t do it. He said, ‘Guys, 
my brain is telling my hands to 
do something and they’re not 
doing it’ and he had to admit that 
to himself as well as us.”

Hill confirms that the band 

will be taking Tipton’s equipment 
on the road with them so he 
can join them onstage for some 
songs, and adds: “When he was 
doing the album he was fine – he 
was okay for 10 minutes or so to 
run through a song. But stand-
ing there for two hours and after 
a while you can see he’s got no 
stamina there.  “But who knows? 
Strides are being made in medical 
science all the time, so we’re all 
hoping and praying that some-
where along the line somebody 
comes up with something that 
at least controls his symptoms 
if nothing else, so he can get out 
and at least play through a few 
songs with us on stage.”

Teamrock

Actor Gerard Butler-
starrer heist thriller “Den 
of Thieves” is getting a 

sequel.
Butler and director Chris-

tian Gudegast are on board 
to return in the film, reports 
variety.com.

Mark Canton and Tucker 
Tooley will produce the film 
with Butler and Alan Siegel’s G-
Base company, as well as Curtis 
“50 Cent” Jackson’s production 
company G-Unit Film and 
Television.

O’Shea Jackson Jr is in 
negotiations to reprise his role 
as Donnie.

Gudegast made his feature 
directorial debut with “Den of 
Thieves”, which has grossed 
more than $57 million world-
wide since its January 19 
opening.

The second instalment 
will place Butler’s character 
Big Nick on the hunt in the 
streets of Europe and closing in 
on Donnie, who is embroiled 
in the dangerous world of 
diamond theft, plotting a heist 
of the world’s biggest diamond 
exchange.

IANS

T
he 36-year-old actress 
welcomed her sec-
ond child, a daughter 
called Amalia, with her 
husband Benjamin 

Millepied in February last year.
But when Natalie appeared 

on the ‘The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show’ back in De-

cember 2016, the 
60-year-old co-

median made 
a bet with the 
actress that 
she would be 

having a baby 
girl - which turned 
out to be correct.
Natalie was a 

guest on the TV show 
on Tuesday (13.02.18) 

and revealed she has “kept good” 
on the bet, despite hinting she 
may have known the gender of her 
baby.

She said: “I maybe did, but I 
maybe didn’t want to tell every-
body in the world. I still made the 
bet, because I thought it would 
show either way.

“But I kept good on my bet. 
Ellen bet $1,000 ... You were confi-
dent, you were right to be confi-
dent, it’s a girl!

“So I donated to The Ellen 
DeGeneres Wildlife Fund, which is 
amazing that you are doing that.”

The ‘Black Swan’ star and Ben-
jamin - who married in California 
in 2012 - are already parents to 
six-year-old son Aleph.

And during her most-recent 

pregnancy, the Academy Award-
winning actress revealed that peo-
ple were kidded into thinking she 
was due to give birth any moment 
because of her diminutive figure.

Natalie explained: “It’s weird 
because I’m a small person in gen-
eral, so you show a lot faster and a 
lot more when you’re small.” 

In fact, Natalie had to reassure 
people that she wasn’t on the cusp 
of giving birth.

She said: “Everyone thinks 
I’m about to pop and about to 
give birth any minute, and I have 
months to go ... I went to the store 
the other day to buy water and the 
guy at the checkout counter was 
like, ‘Almost, huh?’ I was like, ‘No! 
Not at all!”

Femalefirst.co.uk

Actress Minnie Driver has stepped down as one of Oxfam’s global 
ambassadors following revelations of sexual abuse by aid workers in 
Haiti. Driver is the first celebrity spokesperson to abandon the charity 
amid the growing scandal, which includes allegations that Oxfam staff 
used sex workers in Chad, the CNN said. “I am nothing short of horri-
fied by the allegations against Oxfam International. In no uncer-
tain terms do I plan to continue my support of this organisation 
or its leaders.  “And though it is unfortunate that after 20 years I 
am no longer able to advocate and defend through this specific 
framework, social and economic injustice is more globally 
prevalent than ever,” she said in a statement on Tuesday. (IANS)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 2 pm, 8 pm: 
Padmaavat (Hindi)

5 pm: Maze Runner: 
The Death Cure

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

KG-2321

KG-2322
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India’s Sania Mirza, 31, has been sidelined since October with a knee 
injury

Players of Tottenham Hotspur celebrate a goal against Juventus on Tue. Feb. 13.

Froome was given a warm 
welcome on his return to 
racing in southern Spain

11

India’s Rohit Sharma plays a shot during the fifth ODI cricket match against South Africa in Port Elizabeth, 
South Africa on Tue. Feb. 13.

AP/PTI

Rohit, Kuldeep guide India to 
unprecedented series win in S. Africa

Events rescheduled as high winds 
sweep through Pyeongchang

GeThemGo FC thrash Mustang 5-3 in MPL

Mirza confident of winning Asian 
Games medal, despite injury

Tottenham hold Juventus 2-2 in CL R16 first leg

Montpellier winner Pouille 
suffers early Rotterdam exit

Froome returns to racing despite doping investigation

Port Elizabeth, Feb. 14 
(IANS): India clinched 
their maiden ODI series 
win on South African soil, 
taking an unbeatable 4-1 
lead after outclassing the 
hosts by 73 runs in the fifth 
One-Day International 
(ODI) at the St. George’s 
Park here on Tuesday.

Opener Rohit Sharma 
led the tourists striking his 
17th ODI century before 
chinaman Kuldeep Yadav 
returned figures of 4/51 
to bowl the Proteas out for 
201, in their chase of 274.

The Proteas started 
off fluently with skipper 
Aiden Markram (32) and 
Hashim Amla (71) putting 
on 52 runs in the first pow-
erplay before first change 
seamer Hardik Pandya 
struck thrice in quick suc-
cession.

Pandya first removed 
Markram caught by skip-
per Virat Kohli at mid-
off before inducing Jean 
Paul Duminy (1) to edge a 
length delivery off to Rohit 
at first slip. Pandya then 
struck again after a couple 
of overs with the wicket of 
dangerman AB de Villers 
(6) caught behind by Ma-
hendra Singh Dhoni.

Struggling at 65/3, 
David Miller (36) came 
to South Africa’s rescue, 
forging a 62-run fourth 
wicket stand with Amla, 
before leg-spinner Yuz-
vendra Chahal brought 
the tourists back into the 
game with the wicket of 
the southpaw.

Despite losing his part-
ners Amla, meanwhile, 
continued to fight a lone 
battle, reaching his 35th 
ODI fifty, his first in 13 in-
nings even as he reached 

the milestone of 7,500 runs 
in 50-over cricket.

But the joy was short-
lived for the Proteas, with 
Pandya showing his magic 
in the field this time with 
a brilliant direct throw to 
dismiss Amla.

Chinaman Kuldeep Ya-
dav soon joined the party 
dismissing any chances of 
a South African comeback 
with the wickets of An-
dile Phehlukwayo (0), Ka-
giso Rabada (3), Heinrich 
Klaasen (39) and Tabraiz 
Shamsi (0) to reduce the 

hosts from 166/5 to 197/9.
Chahal then came 

back to trap last man 
Morne Morkel (1) as the 
visitors erupted in joy.

Earlier, India rode on 
Rohit’s 126-ball 115, laced 
with 11 boundaries and 
four sixes to post 274/7 
even after the lower order 
failed to capitalise on the 
brilliant start.

Rohit  became the 
fourth highest century 
scorer in ODIs for India, 
after Sachin Tendulkar 
(49), Virat Kohli (34) and 

Sourav Ganguly (22).
For South Africa, Lun-

gisani Ngidi was the pick 
of the bowlers returning 
figures of 4/51 while Ka-
giso Rabada picked up a 
wicket. Asked to bat, open-
ers Shikhar Dhawan (34) 
and Rohit got India off to 
a decent start before the 
former was removed by 
Rabada.

Rohit, who struggled 
to score in all the four pre-
vious games started his 
innings in similar fashion. 

However, a boundary 

Turin, Feb. 14 (IANS): Tot-
tenham Hotspur over-
came a 2-0 deficit in the 
first 10 minutes to draw 
2-2 here with Juventus in 
the first leg of their Cham-
pions League round of 
16 tie.

G o n z a l o  H i g u a i n 
scored one from a free-
kick and converted a pen-
alty to give the hosts a 2-0 
lead inside 10 minutes but 
the London football club 
battled back with strikes 
from Harry Kane (35th 
minute) and Christian Er-
iksen (71st) on Tuesday.

Both teams came to 
the match at the Allianz 
Stadium in great form, 
with Juventus hoping 

to extend their winning 
streak to 12 against a side 
that have lost only once 
since November, reports 
Efe.

Juventus, who reached 
the final in two of the last 
three years, were seen as 
having the edge in terms 
of Champions League 
experience, though Tot-
tenham could boast of 
winning their group stage 
over holders Real Madrid.

A r g e n t i n e  s t r i k e r 
Higuain put Juventus up 
1-0 just two minutes after 
the start, surprising visit-
ing goalkeeper Hugo Lloris 
with a massive volley after 
a free-kick from Miralem 
Pjanic.

Barely seven minutes 
later, Tottenham left-back 
Ben Davies brought down 
Federico Bernardeschi 
in the box and Higuain 
converted the resulting 
penalty to make it a seem-
ingly insurmountable 2-0 
advantage.

But two-time winners 
and nine-time finalists 
Juventus eased up as the 
minutes passed, allowing 
Tottenham back into the 
match.

Veteran goalkeeper 
Gianluigi Buffon was up to 
the task when Tottenham 
super-striker Harry Kane 
got his head to Christian 
Eriksen’s cross in the 26th 
minute.

Nine minutes later, 
England star Kane ap-
plied a beautiful finish to 
a through ball, sliding the 
ball in past an onrushing 
Buffon to cut the deficit to 
one goal.

Juventus got a chance 
to restore the two-goal 
margin when the referee 
pointed to the spot in the 
final minute of the first 
half after left-back Sergie 
Aurier tripped Brazilian 
winger Douglas Costa, 
but Lloris tipped Higuain’s 
spot-kick on to the cross-
bar.

Lloris also came up 
with a stop against Ber-
nardeschi, who attempted 
to curl in from the left just 

Kohima, Feb. 14 (EMN): 
GeThemGo FC overpow-
ered Mustang FC 5-3 in a 
goal fest encounter during 
the ongoing Morning Pre-
mier League at Seikhazou 
ground, Kohima on Jan. 
14.

Defending champions 
GeThemGo FC (erstwhile 
known as PowerComm 
FC) rode on Gum’s hat-
trick as they outclassed 
Mustang FC to secure 
three points of the league 
matches in the second 
week.

Gum opened the ac-

count for GeThemGo FC 
in the 14th minute and 
added the second goal in 
the 16th minute to take the 
deserving lead.

However, Imo pulled 
back a goal in the 34th 
minute for Mustang FC to 
keep the game alive as the 
first half ended 2-1.

In the second half, 
GeThemGo FC started 
their counter-attack as 
Jana added the third goal 
in the 47th minute. In the 
midst of the celebration, 
Aloto managed to score for 
Mustang within a minute 

to make it 2-3.
The second goal for 

Mustang did not stop GeT-
hemGo FC from scoring 
as Hethanglo scored the 
fourth goal in the 65th 
minute and Gum com-
pleted his hat-trick in the 
66th minute to make it 5-2 
for GeThemGo FC.

Ngullen did score a late 
goal in the 71st minute but 
GeThemGo defended the 
score to end the match in 
their favour.

Thursday’s match
All Blacks vs Ziekezou 

Seniors

New Delhi, Feb. 14 (AFP): 
Indian tennis star Sania 
Mirza is confident of con-
tinuing her Asian Games 
record with another med-
al in this year’s event -- if 
she recovers from injury 
in time.

Mirza, regarded as 
India’s best ever wom-
en’s tennis player, has 
achieved at least one 
medal at every Asiad meet 
since 2006 and hopes this 
year’s games in Indonesia 
will be no different.

But the 31-year-old 
has been sidelined since 
October with a knee in-
jury, and her former num-
ber one doubles ranking 
-- the first ever for an In-
dian in the women’s event 
-- has slipped to 14.

Mirza said she has ev-
ery intention of compet-
ing in the Games starting 
August, if her knee had 
recovered.

“I am hoping to be 
back within a couple of 
months,” she told AFP in 
an interview in New Delhi 
on Tuesday.

“I have always come 
back with a medal so 
if I go, then hopefully I 
will come back with one 
again.”

Her last Asiad appear-

Gangneung (South Korea), Feb. 14 (Re-
uters): Several Olympic events were post-
poned or rescheduled as strong winds 
swept through the Pyeongchang 
region on Wednesday, 
damaging temporary 
structures set up for the 
Games.

Nordic combined, 
biathlon and Alpine 
skiing events were 
postponed or delayed 
due to weather con-
ditions, Olympic or-
ganisers said as they rejigged the 
competition schedule and worked 
to limit damage sustained around venues.

At the Gangneung Ice Arena, the 
venue for figure skating and short track 
speed skating, a tent set up for security 
screenings lay flat on the pavement.

Olympic volunteers and reporters 
trudged with their backs to the wind, 
shielding their faces from the dust.

The Korea Meteorological Adminis-
tration said on its website that winds in 

the region were blowing at 7 m/s as of 
17:30 (0830 GMT).

In text messages sent to mobile 
phones in the coastal area, Gangneung 

City Hall called for people to 
be wary of flying objects and 

falling debris.
The streets of the 

Gangneung Media Vil-
lage, where the major-
ity of international 
journalists covering 
the Games are stay-

ing, were deserted ex-
cept for a few security officials 

trying to fix damage to temporary 
structures. Several tents used as work 
areas for the press were closed.

Athletes have also felt the effects of the 
treacherous winds.

Canadian pairs figure skater Meagan 
Duhamel wrote on Twitter that the hanger 
she used for her competition dress “broke 
from the wind” ahead of the short pro-
gramme on Wednesday in which she and 
partner Eric Radford finished third.

and a hit over the fence in 
back-to-back overs set the 
momentum for the Mum-
bai batsman, who did not 
look back.

Rohit, however, was 
involved in two unfortu-
nate run-outs -- first with 
skipper Virat Kohli (36) 
after sharing a 105-run 
second wicket stand and 
then Ajinkya Rahane (8), 
who fell victim to Rohit’s 
mistimed call.

Despite that, the Mum-
baikar continued his flow 
of runs to bring up his cen-
tury in the 36th over after 
he got a lucky escape bat-
ting on 96 being dropped 
by Tabraiz Shamsi.

Incoming batsman 
Shreyas Iyer (30) played 
the perfect second fiddle 
to Rohit, engaging in a 60-
run fourth wicket stand 
before Ngidi struck with 
the wicket of the centu-
rion.

Ngidi continued his 
magic spell, scalping Har-
dik Pandya (0) next ball 
before former captain 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni 
walked into the middle.

But Ngidi kept intimi-
dating the Indians and 
was successful in seeing 
the back of Iyer before 
packing back Dhoni for 13 
runs even as Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar (19 not out) con-
tributed some important 
runs to help the team to a 
healthy total.

Brief scores:  India 
274/7 (Rohit Sharma 115, 
Virat Kohli 36, Shikhar 
Dhawan 34; Lungisani 
Ngidi 3/35) beat South Af-
rica 201 (Hashim Amla 71, 
Heinrich Klaasen 39, Kul-
deep Yadav 4/51, Hardik 
Pandya 2/30) by 73 runs.

ance in South Korea in 
2014 resulted in a gold in 
the mixed doubles and 
bronze in the doubles 
event.

Mirza made waves in 
2005 as the first Indian to 
win a WTA singles title. 
She reached the fourth 
round of the US Open 
in the same year, and by 
2007 was among the best 
30 women’s players in the 
world. But a wrist injury 
ended her singles dream 
and focused her ener-
gies into doubles tennis, 
where a partnership with 
Swiss great Martina Hin-

gis earned them three 
Grand Slam titles.

They later split in 2016.
The Indian star rat-

ed Serena Williams the 
“greatest player” of the 
open era, and predict-
ed she would return top 
of her game after giving 
birth to a girl in Septem-
ber last year.

There was “unbeliev-
able depth” in the wom-
en’s game, she added.

“A person who is five 
in the world may win a 
slam, or a person you 
have never heard of may 
win,” Mirza said.

Rotterdam (Netherlands), Feb. 14 (AFP): 
Last week’s Montpellier champion Lucas 
Pouille exited in his opening match at the 
Rotterdam Open on Wednesday, losing 
7-5, 6-4 to Andrey Rublev.

The Russian was joined in the second 
round at the Ahoy Arena by Pierre-Hu-
gues Herbert of France, who advanced 
after just 15 minutes when compatriot 
Richard Gasquet, the Montpellier final-
ist, retired with a groin injury trailing 3-1.

Top seed Roger Federer is expected on 
court later on Wednesday as he launches 
his bid for a return to the world’s number 

one ranking against Belgian Ruben Be-
melmans in a first-time meeting.

The 36-year-old Federer could be-
come the oldest man by three years to 
hold the number one spot if he reaches 
the semi-finals at an event he has won 
twice.

Pouille lost in 93 minutes, hitting a 
dozen aces in defeat but losing serve four 
times.

The 34th-ranked Rublev owns his 
only career title from Umag last summer 
on clay. Herbert will play Russian Daniil 
Medvedev in the second round.

Malaga (Spain), Feb. 14 
(AP): Four-time Tour de 
France champion Chris 
Froome is returning to 
racing on Wednesday de-
spite being under inves-
tigation by cycling’s world 
governing body for failing 
a doping test.

Froome is participat-
ing in the five-day Ruta 
del Sol in southern Spain, 
an event he won in 2015.

‘’I know I have done 
nothing wrong, that’s my 
starting point,’’ Froome 
said. ‘’There is a process 
in place for me to be up 
to demonstrate that, and 

Lucas Pouille makes a premature exit 
days after winning his fifth career ATP 
title

before the hour mark.
Then Eriksen got the 

equaliser in the 72nd min-
ute, beating Buffon with 
a low free kick to the left 
post.

By the end of the con-
test, the hosts found them-
selves scrambling to pre-
serve the draw.

For Tottenham, the 
two away goals -- against 
a team that had only con-
ceded once in its previous 
16 matches -- represent a 
reward for the character 
they displayed.

“ We  p l a ye d  s o m e 
amazing football. I’m so 
pleased with the character 
and personality,” Totten-
ham head coach Mauricio 
Pochettino was quoted as 
saying by his club’s web-
site.

“The players were fan-
tastic. We scored twice 
against a team that is al-
ways difficult to break 
down. The team deserves 
a lot of praise.”

Juventus chief coach 
Massimiliano Allegri ad-
mitted that his side made 
some errors in passing.

“It was an enthrall-
ing encounter overall: we 
started the first half excel-
lently, but ultimately suc-
cumbed to Spurs’ steady 
growth of confidence dur-
ing the game,” he told ju-
ventus.com.

“They put us under 
pressure and capitalised 
on some of our misplaced 
passes when we looked to 
break forwards.”

that’s obviously what I 
intend to do.’’

Froome has been or-

dered to explain to the 
International Cycling 
Union why a urine sample 

he provided at the Span-
ish Vuelta in September 
showed a concentration 

of the asthma drug salbu-
tamol at twice the permit-
ted level.

He said he has re-
ceived a lot of support 
from other riders so far, 
and that he is trying to 
solve the issue as fast as 
possible.

‘’I  do believe that 
when all the facts are out 
there I think people will 
see it from my point of 
view,’’ Froome said.

If found guilty of dop-
ing, the British rider could 
lose his Vuelta title and 
be suspended for a long 
period.
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Shaun White does a flip during Wednesday’s men’s halfpipe competition

Simona Halep plays a shot against Ekaterina Makarova at the Qatar Open on Wed. Feb. 14.

Man City look bound for CL 
quarters after 4-0 win over Basel

Angami wrestling meet begins today

American Shaun White claims third Winter Olympics gold

Halep powers to victory on return in QatarPGA Tour pro Bill Haas injured in LA car crash, driver killed

Chelsea target top-four finish, says Hazard

Some 25,000 Mexican football fans expected in Russia for WC

India consolidate top spot, Afghans 
rise to 10th in ICC rankings

Basel, Feb. 14 (IANS): 
Manchester City lived up 
to their billing by clob-
bering Basel 4-0 here 
in the first leg of their 
Champions League pre-
quarterfinal tie, making 
the reverse fixture in Eng-
land almost a formality.

The hosts, seen as the 

weakest side in the round 
of 16, on Tuesday were 
simply no match for a 
City squad that leads the 
English Premier League 
(EPL) by 16 points, re-
ports Efe.

City chief coach Pep 
Guardiola made only 
two changes to the line-

up that routed Leicester 
City 5-1 last weekend in 
domestic play, adding 
veteran central defender 
Vincent Kompany -- see-
ing his first Champions 
League action in nearly 
two years -- and Fabian 
Delph.

Basel withstood the 

Man City offensive ma-
chine for 13 minutes be-
fore conceding a trio of 
goals in nine minutes.

The onslaught began 
with German midfielder 
Ilkay Gündogan, who 
got his head to a Kevin 
de Bruyne corner kick. 
Before Basel could catch 

pyeongChang, Feb. 14 
(IANS): American snow-
boarding legend Shaun 
White claimed his third 
Olympic gold by winning 
the men's halfpipe at the 
PyeongChang Winter 
Olympic Games at the 
Phoenix Snow Park here 
on Wednesday.

White earned 97.75 
points in his last run of 
three to win the 100th 
Winter Olympic gold 
medal for the United 
States, beating Ayumu 
Hirano of Japan to the 
second place with 95.25. 
Scotty James of Austra-
lia took the bronze with 
92.00, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

White said: "I knew I 
did a great ride and I was 
proud of that and I could 
walk away with my head 
high, but when they an-

their breath, it was 2-0 
for the visitors thanks to 
a strike in the 17th min-
ute by Portuguese winger 
Bernando Silva.

Argentine centre-
forward Sergio Agüero, 
fresh off his four-goal 
performance against 
Leicester, tucked the ball 
just inside the post to put 
the hosts down 3-0 in the 
22nd minute.

Basel showed a brief 
flicker of life after the 
half-time break,  but 
Gündogan produced his 
second goal of the night 
in the 53rd minute to 
shut the door.

With the match set-
tled, Guardiola took the 
opportunity to rest De 
Bruyne and Raheem 
Sterling and give playing 
time to David Silva and 
Leroy Sane, both just 
back from injury.

"Four-zero away -- 
it's amazing result, but 
the Champions League 
is 180 minutes in total," 
Guardiola was quoted as 
saying by City's website.

"We are almost there 
in the quarter-finals. I'm 
not saying it's done but 
we've had an amazing 
result. We defended the 
long balls quite well, but 
we were clinical today."

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 14 (EMN): At a time when 
the people of the State are so occupied 
with election activities, here in Kohima, 
apart from the discussions on election 
and politics, there has also been much 
talk on Naga wrestling championships 
which are underway among the three 
Tenyimi tribes of Angami, Chakhesang 
and Zeliang.

The Chakhesang Wrestling Asso-
ciation (CWA) recently conducted its 
tournament on Feb. 8 at Chetheba town, 
where Venuzo Dawhuo of Thenyizu 
village emerged as the champion. The 
promising wrestler Dawhuo clinched the 
title following his victory against reigning 
Nagaland wrestling champ and reigning 
CWA champ Vechita Khesoh in the final. 
The date for the Zeliang Wrestling Asso-
ciation is yet to be known.

Here in Kohima, Naga wrestling devo-
tees and fans, especially from the Angami 
community, have been eagerly waiting 
for the 46th Angami Sports Association 
(ASA) wrestling meet scheduled from Feb. 
15 - 16 at the Kohima local ground.

On Thur. at Khuochiezie, over 60 
wrestlers from all four constituent units of 
ASA (SASA, NASA, WASA, CSA) will be vy-
ing for the coveted title which has a cash 
award of INR 1,50,000. The cash award 
for the second, third and fourth position 
winners is fixed at INR 1,00,000, 70,000 
and 50,000 respectively.

Going by the opinions of wrestling 
lovers and aficionados, former ASA wres-
tling champ Mhasilhousie Nagi from 
Jotsoma village and last year’s runner-up 
Menuosetuo Yiese from Kohima village 
are among the favourite contenders for 
this year’s edition. Nevertheless, debutant 
Kezhaseluo-o Pienyü of Kohima village is 
rated by many as a possible contender for 
the top title.

It may be mentioned that reigning 

ASA wrestling champ Dzieselatuo Keretsü 
will not be taking part in this year’s edi-
tion. It was reported that Keretsü, who is 
also the reigning champ of Hornbill Naga 
wrestling championship, opted out of the 
tournament due to injuries.

Some other prominent wrestlers who 
would be taking part in this year’s edition 
are Visevo Zashümo, Seyiesalie Nakhro, 
Kekhriengulie Whuorie, Kekhriezo Nagi, 
Vitsoto Vitsu, Vizobeilie Punyü, Khrie-
votuo Sekhose, Visietso Krose and Rovil-
houlie Pier among others.

The inaugural function on Thur. 
will be graced by Keneilhoulie Keditsu, 
former president of Nagaland Wrestling 
Association as the chief guest, while 
Dr. Kepelhousie Terhüja, president of 
Angami Public Organisation will be the 
guest of honour for the closing function 
on the second day.

The ticket for donors is priced at INR 
2000, INR 500 for chair and INR 100 for 
gallery. The wrestling tournament will 
begin at 9 am.

List of top four winners of each group:  
Southern Angami
1st - Visevo Zashümo
2nd - Kekhrie Yhoshü
3rd - Kevime Vitsu
4th - Vitsoto Vitsu
Northern Angami
1st - Menuosetuo Yiese
2nd - Kekhriengulie Whuorie
3rd - Kezhaseluo-o Pienyü
4th - Seyiekhrietuo Yiese
Western Angami
1st - Mhasilhousie Nagi
2nd - Kekhriezo Nagi
3rd - Vizobeilie Punyü
4th - Seyiejalie Gwirie
Chakhroma
1st - Seyiesalie Nakhro
2nd - Visietso Krose
3rd - Vikehiepie Sirie
4th - Teisonguto Meyase

nounced my score and 
I'd won, it crippled me."

The 31-year-old White 
became the first male 

American to take gold 
in three Winter Games, 
previously winning the 
men's halfpipe in the Tu-

rin Games in 2006, and in 
Vancouver in 2010.

"Honestly it's one 
of the most challeng-

Los Angeles, Feb. 14 (AFp): PGA Tour 
pro Bill Haas was injured in a car 
crash which killed the driver of the 
Ferrari in which the golfer was a pas-
senger, officials and media reports 
said Wednesday.

Haas, 35, was hospitalized fol-
lowing the Tuesday night accident 
in Pacific Palisades and released, the 
PGA Tour said in a statement.

Haas's father, former PGA golfer 
Jay Haas, told the Golf Channel his 

son suffered some pain in his legs 
but was not seriously injured.

The Los Angeles fire department 
said a 50-year-old woman who was 
in a BMW that was involved in the 
crash with the Ferrari was hospital-
ized in serious condition. Police told 
KTLA television station that another 
car driven by actor Luke Wilson was 
"clipped" by the Ferrari but the "Le-
gally Blonde" star was unhurt.

The PGA Tour said the driver of 

the car who died was a member of 
the family that was hosting Haas 
during the Genesis Open golf tour-
nament.

"Bill will withdraw from the 
Genesis Open and plans to head 
home to Greenville (South Carolina) 
to recover," the tour statement said.

Haas won the Genesis Open in 
2012 and has won five other PGA 
Tour titles. He also won the FedEx 
Cup in 2011.

London, Feb. 14 (reuters): 
Chelsea must strive to 
finish in the Premier 
League’s top four and se-
cure Champions League 
football for next season, 
playmaker Eden Hazard 
has said as the London 
outfit got back to winning 
ways with a 3-0 win over 
West Bromwich Albion on 
Monday.The champions 
have failed to replicate 
last season’s dominance, 
winning just three of their 
last 11 matches across all 
competitions to sit fourth 
in the league, 19 points 
behind leaders Manches-
ter City, and eliminated 
from the League Cup.Haz-
ard scored a brace to lead 
Chelsea to a much-need-
ed win over West Brom 
after consecutive league 
defeats by Bournemouth 
and Watford, and the Bel-
gian is keen for the club to 
maintain their momen-
tum throughout the rest 
of the campaign.

“It was a good re-
sponse to the two losses... 

Doha, Feb. 14 (AFp): 
World number two Si-
mona Halep won easily 
on her return to competi-
tive action since losing 
the Australian Open final, 
beating Ekaterina Ma-
karova in straight sets in 
the Qatar Open Wednes-
day.

Halep eased through 
6-3, 6-0 against the Rus-
sian, in a second round 
match lasting just 71 min-
utes. She received a bye in 
the first round.

The Romanian raced 
to a 5-1 lead in the first 
set before Makarova, the 
world number 36, showed 
some defiance by break-
ing Halep's serve and 
threatening a comeback.

Halep, who hit 13 
winners, rallied and then 
stormed through the sec-
ond set without losing a 
game.

Doha represents Ha-
lep's return since last 
month's heartbreaking 
loss in the Australian final 
as she has been nursing 
an ankle injury.

The injury forced her 

Dubai, Feb. 14 (ptI): The 
Indian cricket team ce-
mented its position at 
the top, while a resolute 
Afghanistan rose to 10th 
in the latest ICC One-Day 
rankings issued today.

India defeated South 
Africa by 73 runs in the 
fifth ODI yesterday in 
Port Elizabeth for a 4-1 
lead in the six-match se-
ries, consolidating their 
position at the top of the 
table.

Even if South Africa 
win the sixth and final 
ODI on Friday in Centu-
rion, India will remain 
No.1 on 121 points, while 
South Africa will end on 
119 points, the ICC said 
in a statement.

Afghanistan, on the 

other hand, have moved 
ahead of Zimbabwe in 
10th spot after winning 
the third ODI in Sharjah 
on Tuesday. To hold on to 
this place, Afghanistan 
will have to win the se-
ries, which culminates on 
February 19.

India had entered 
the six-match series in 
second position on 119 
points, two points behind 
leaders South Africa. Af-
ter taking a 4-1 lead, In-
dia have moved to 122 
points, while South Af-
rica have dropped to 118 
points. If India win the 
series 5-1, they will fin-
ish on 123 points, while 
South Africa will end on 
117 points.

Tuesday s result has 

given additional context 
to the upcoming five-
match ODI series be-
tween New Zealand and 
England.

Irrespective of the 
outcome of  Fr iday s 
match between South Af-
rica and India, if England 
win all the five matches 
against New Zealand, 
Eoin Morgan s side will 
claim second position, 
with South Africa slip-
ping to third.

This is the first time 
since October 2017 and 
fifth overall that India 
have finished on top of 
the ODI rankings follow-
ing the conclusion of a 
series since rising to No.1 
for the first time in Janu-
ary 2013.

ing runs I've ever done. 
Three gold medals. My 
fourth Olympics. Thank 
you, I'm feeling blessed," 
White said.

The four-time Olym-
pian injured his wrist in 
a fall in slopestyle and 
fell on his final run in 
the halfpipe, finishing 
fourth in the 2014 Sochi 
Olympics.

"I just have to thank 
my team. They were al-
ways there to support 
me and reassure me that 
what we're doing is on 
the right track and they 
believed in me. That re-
ally helped me." White 
added.

White joined another 
American Kelly Clark as 
the athletes with three 
total medals in snow-
board at  the Winter 
Olympic Games.

out of Romania's Fed Cup 
tie with Canada last week-
end.

The woman who beat 
her in Melbourne and also 
claimed Halep's world 
number one ranking at the 
same time, Caroline Woz-
niacki, is on court later on 
Wednesday.

Halep has the possi-
bility of reclaiming the 

world's top ranking this 
week if she reaches at least 
the quarter-finals and 
goes one round further 
than Wozniacki.

Also through to the 
third round is Petra Kvito-
va. The Czech star battled 
back from a set down to 
beat Poland's Agnieszka 
Radwanska 6-7 (3/7), 6-3, 
6-4.

"I have no idea, first of 
all, how I turned it around. 
I felt pretty exhausted," 
said double Wimbledon 
champion Kvitova.

"Not like physically but 
most like mentally.

"It's pretty tiring all 
these matches. But you 
know, on the other hand, 
I'm very proud of myself 
that I won it."

Moscow, Feb. 14 (IANS): 
Some 25,000 football fans 
from Mexico are expected 
to come to Russia this 
summer for matches 
of the FIFA World Cup, 
Mexican Ambassador 
to Russia Norma Bertha 
Pensado Moreno said on 

Wednesday. "A number 
of people interested in 
football is on the rise in 
Mexico. At the same time 
we should mention that 
Russia gains popularity 
as the venue for Mexican 
tourists," the ambassador 
Tass news agency quoted 

the envoy as saying.
"Last year about 2,000 

of my compatriots came 
here for the (2017 FIFA) 
Confederations Cup and 
it was definitely a posi-
tive experience for all of 
them," she said.

"Of course those, who 

already visited Russia, 
started promoting the 
idea of visiting this coun-
try, therefore, according 
to our estimations, about 
25,000 Mexican football 
fans are expected to come 
for the World Cup," More-
no added.

We have great players and 
we need to finish in the 
top four at the end of the 
season, that’s our target,” 
Hazard told the club’s web-
site. (www.chelseafc.com) 
“We have 11 games to play 
between now and then 
and we have to give ev-
erything to achieve that.” 
The Champions League 
and FA Cup are Chelsea’s 
only chances of winning 
a trophy this season as 
their gap to City appears 
to be insurmountable. 
Hazard, 27, called for his 

team mates to be united 
as Chelsea push towards 
achieving consistent re-
sults with the hopes of 
winning at least one tro-
phy this season.

”We are all together,“ 
Hazard said. ”We have 
to work and win games. 
When you play for Chel-
sea you have to put this 
in your mind and give ev-
erything on the pitch. ”We 
need to be in the top four, 
for the Champions League 
next season, and it would 
be good if we can take the 

FA Cup. We are also in the 
Champions League, it’s 
not easy to win the Cham-
pions League but we will 
go for everything.

“We have three months 
to play until the end of the 
season and we have to give 
everything to reach our 
targets... the target has to 
be to win trophies.”

Chelsea host Hull City 
in the FA Cup on Friday 
before the first leg of 
their Champions League 
Round of 16 tie against 
Barcelona on Tuesday.

Eden Hazard


