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Atono Tsükrü
Kohima, Feb. 11 (EMN): “Elec-
tions before and during my time 
in the 1980s were conducted 
smoothly without much fan-
fare or disturbances of public 
tranquillity (sic),” Dr. Dietho 
Yhoshü, a former member of 
the Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly, recalls. 

In stark contrast to the ex-
travagant campaigning by can-
didates today, elections in the 
past in Nagaland was frugal and 
fast. Yhoshü told Eastern Mirror 
during an interaction that elec-
tion campaigns back then were 
characterised by simplicity and 
short durations.      

Leaders then announced 
their candidature in simple 
ceremonies and went around 
villages in their constituencies 
to address public gatherings, 
armed with nothing but their 
manifestos, he said. “There 
were no attempts to entice vot-
ers with money or other gifts. 
People made their choice basing 
on the party manifesto or the 

candidate’s character.”
Anecdotes recorded in the 

‘Report on the First General 
Election, 1963’ available with 
the establishment of the chief 
electoral officer of Nagaland 
tell about interesting incidents: 
In Northern Angami I assem-
bly constituency, Z Vikrulie, a 
candidate whose symbol was 
a mithun reportedly recruited 
a black bull and inscribed the 
slogan ‘vote for Vikrulie’ over the 
animal’s body.

“The bull was seen roaming 
all round (sic) Kohima town,” 
the report read. 

In Mokokchung district, 
when a woman came out of the 
polling station after voting, an 
agent of a candidate offered her 
tea but she expressed inability to 
accept the offer because she did 
not vote for the candidate the 
agent represented.

In Western Angami assem-
bly constituency when a candi-
date solicited votes from voters 
of a particular village, the villag-
ers expressed inability to con-

sider his request because they 
had already promised the other 
candidate who approached 
them earlier. The report re-
counts of a time much simpler 
and much more ethical. 

Yhoshü recalled also that 
most of the expenditure during 
those days were met by dona-
tions from supporters and well-
wishers in the form of money; 
paddy / rice; animals, firewood 
etc., while agents and workers 
were voluntary—willingly com-
ing forward to offer assistance 
with ‘very little or no violence.’ 

Back then election was an 
alien practice introduced from 
outside, Yhoshü said while ob-
serving that ‘gradually we picked 
up the good as well as bad prac-
tices and today the negatives 
have overrun the positive in 
terms of money, muscle power, 
size of the (candidate's) village, 
khels, clans etc.’ 

Greed and love for comfort 
and temporal gains have turned 
the electioneering system 'way-
ward,' he said. Still, Yhoshü was 

hopeful that the wrong can be 
overcome. “Difficult but not 
impossible,” he said. 

For Dirang Lungalang, a 
former government official, 
things of the present times in 
Nagaland are “absolutely cha-
otic” with no semblance of any 
leader attempting to steer the 
people toward the right direc-
tion. 

When asked what could 
be the crux of the matter, Lun-
galang said: “I believe in ear-
lier times when the election was 
held in 1963, the people were so 
very untainted by all the vices 
that our society is now experi-
encing and that is because of the 
cultural values, the traditional 
system of checks and balances 
that our forefathers lived by.

"Today with the onset of the 
statehood that our Nagaland 
has been granted, all the cultural 
and customary practices have 
been abandoned and so there 
is a total breakaway from our 
original customs and traditions. 
That’s the reason why every-

thing seems to have gone very 
wrong in our society.”

Maintaining that he was 
not against election or any po-
litical party, Lungalang was 
nevertheless of the view that the 
Indian parliamentary system of 
election ‘is an ill-setting which 
is forced upon our people as 
government is a non-entity 
and an impersonal thing that 
doesn’t really relate to the Naga 
mindset.’

Democracy for Nagas those 
days, he explained, was not elec-
tion but selection from every 
clan a person who was hon-
est, principled and wise. But 
today, Lungalung regretted, 
‘every Tom, Dick and Harry with 
money and muscle-power goes 
for election.’ 

“Our concern is only for 
good governance and on how 
to govern our people in the way 
that will be good for us,” Lunga-
lang said. He felt that the Naga 
people need to ‘retrace and 
explore our steps back to the 
old customary system on how 

our forefathers had operated 
and conducted themselves with 
integrity, values and principles 
in the way they lived which is 
actually suitable for our Naga 
mindset.’

When the government of 
India accepted the unique his-
tory of the Nagas, he opined, 
instead of fighting against the 
system the people should have 
a dialogue with the central gov-
ernment and the Election Com-
mission of India to allow the 
people to 'choose the way we 
choose our leaders.'

As practiced in the olden 
days, the best qualified lead-
ers could be chosen through 
dialogue and open debate not 
depending on money power 
or social status of the person, 
he said. 

Lungalang was optimistic 
though. ‘If we are to bring this 
subject of good governance, I 
am sure if we have a dialogue 
with the centre and the ECI, they 
will allow our people to choose 
the way we choose our leader.’

Kohima, Feb. 11 (IANS): About 3,400 
Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail 
(VVPAT) machines and 77 companies 
of the Central Armed Police Forces 
(CAPF) have arrived in poll-bound Na-
galand, an election official said on Sun.

Chief Electoral Officer Abhijit Sinha 
has said that the VVPAT machines 
would be deployed to all 2,196 polling 
booths across the state. It will be for 
the first time that the printer-attached 
voting machines would be used in Na-
galand, he said.

Of the 281 companies of central 
armed police forces (CAPF) to ensure 

smooth conduct of the forthcoming 
assembly elections, the poll officer said 
77 companies have already arrived in 
the state and have been deployed to 
the districts.

Further, Sinha said that 204 com-
panies would be arriving in Nagaland 
after completion of the Tripura as-
sembly elections scheduled for Feb. 18, 
adding that the companies which have 
arrived are from the Central Reserve 
Police Force, Border Security Force, 
Indo-Tibetan Border Police, Sashastra 
Seema Bal and the Railway Protection 
Force.

Dimapur, Feb. 11 (EMN): An organisation 
called the East Dimapur Sumi Youth Or-
ganisation (EDSYO) has invited voters at 3rd 
Dimapur-III assembly constituency to attend 
a ‘common platform’ scheduled for Feb. 14 at  
10 am at Mandeville Garden in Purana Bazaar 
of Dimapur. 

A press release from the organisation on 
Sun. stated that the ‘common platform’ is 
being organised to let candidates from the 
constituency to speak about their objectives 
and party manifestos to the electorate. 

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Feb. 11 (EMN):  At least 
four elephants were killed and 
two others injured after a train 
hit a herd trying to cross railway 
tracks at Guhagoan bordering 
West Karbi Anglong and Hojai 
district, near Hawaipur railway 
station. 

The herd was hit by the Sil-
char-bound Kanchenjunga Ex-
press on late Sat. night. Locals 
have claimed that the accident 

spot was an identified elephant 
corridor. They alleged that they 
tried to signal the pilot to slow 
down due to the movement of 
elephants.

Local authorities from the 
Karbi Anglong Autonomous 
Council (KAAC) led by Chief Ex-
ecutive Member (CEM) Tuliram 
Ronghang rushed to the spot on 
Sun. the government assured all 
possible measures to prevent 
such ‘tragic accidents’. 

Sir Elton John slammed 
over dog bite  |  P10

Contrast: Nagaland elections then and now 

3,400 VVPAT machines arrive in Nagaland Speeding train kills four 
elephants in Assam
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the agenda of ‘party of 
Hindutva’ – Tharoor   |  P8

 

Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 26° 10°

Agartala 31° 14°

Gangtok 21° 08°

Guwahati 28° 11°

Imphal 26° 08°

Itanagar 25° 12°

Shillong 21° 06°

Delhi 20° 10°

Kolkata 31° 18°

Chennai 31° 23°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 21° 10°
DIMAPUR 26° 14°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 64%
DIMAPUR Nil 92%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

Treasure your 
relationships, not your 

possessions. 

~ Anthony J. D'Angelo

Mirror Takes

He's saying he'll bring 
development and end 

corruption... My sixth sense 
is telling me that he's a liar 

because he's already in 
power. 

~ Arien

Four-goal hero Aguero 
salutes De Bruyne   |  P12

Dimapur III AC ‘common 
platform’ on Feb. 14 



Pochury’s pastors pledge to abide 
NBCC’s Clean Election guidelines

Aghunato’s SBI 
branch gets 
permit to conduct 
govt. business

Election observers for Longleng 
and Kohima in station

Auching students 
mourn demise of 
former executive

AR nabs one 
with arms

Wokha’s DEO notifies polling personnel

MSW trainees participate in rural camp at Tening

Assam Rifles conduct seminar, health camp 

Merhulietsa panchayat, 
Urra villages prohibit 
setting up party camps
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CORRECTIONS
On Sun. edition of  Eastern Mirror, in a photo-story 
titled ‘Kekhrie kick-off ’ it was reported that 10th 
Northern Angami-I assembly constituency will wit-
ness a triangular contest. This is to clarify that one 
of  the aspirants, Sievituo Linyu has withdrawn his 
candidature.

Assam Rifles and district administration officials with students after the rally outside Civil District Hospital in Phek on Feb. 10.

Members of the Pochury Baptist Pastor’s Fellowship pose for a photographs after the fellowship 
outside Shatüza Baptist Church on Sun.

NEISSR trainees during the rural camp at Tening village.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Dimapur, Feb. 11 (EMN): 
The Pochury Baptist Pastor’s 
Fellowship during its 29th 
fellowship held on Feb.11 
at Shatüza Baptist Church, 
resolved to support Clean 
Election campaign of the 
Nagaland Baptist Church 
Council (NBCC). The pas-
tors took pledge to abide 
and follow the guidelined of 
the NBCC on Clean Election 
to maintain sanctity and in-
tegrity of the church in mat-
ters of election in the state.

The fellowship mem-
bers gave their pledge be-
fore God on the following 
points.
1. I am a Christian first, 

then a voter. Therefore, 
my supreme right is to 
elect God fearing, hon-
est and visionary lead-
ers.

2. In every polling station, 

Dimapur, Feb. 11 (EMN): 
The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) has accorded permis-
sion to State Bank of India 
(SBI), Aghunato branch to 
conduct state government 
business (converting Ag-
hunato NBST to banking 
treasury). A DPRO report on 
Sun. informed.

Accordingly, the Prin-
cipal Director Treasuries 
and Accounts K Tiayanger 
Tzudir has requested the 
assistant general manager 
of SBI Regional Business of-
fice Mokokchung, to direct 
SBI Aghunato branch to 
take over the state govern-
ment business in a prompt 
manner. 

Dimapur, Feb. 11 (EMN): 
The district election officers 
of Longleng and Kohima has 
informed that general observ-
ers and police observer for 
Longleng and Kohima districts 
have arrive at their respective 
station.

Any candidate and political 
party wishing to the meet the 
observers for clarification relat-
ing to conduct of the election 
has been directed to contact 
the observers between 11 am 
to 1 pm.
General observer, Dr. Ra-
ghav Langer, contact no. 
9402053579, 8991160990, 
available at DC & DEO office, 
Longleng. 
Police observer, Jalindar D Su-
pekar, contact no. 8787537251, 
available at SP office, Longleng. 
General observer, Vivekanand 
Rai, contact no. 9450182843, 
available at DC & DEO office, 
Longleng. 

AEO Longleng, Robi Sangtam, 
contact no. 9862738181, 
7005743163,  available at DC & 
DEO office, Longleng. 

Also observers for Kohima 
district, political parties, can-
didates and general public can 
contact the observers for any 
election related matters be-
tween 11 a.m. to 12 noon on 
any working days at the Circuit 
House, New Cathedral in Ko-
hima.

General observer, Madhu-
kar Agneya for 8th Western An-
gami, 14th Southern Angami-I, 
and 15th Southern Angami-II 
assembly constituencies. Con-
tact number- 8787376732 / 
9402053792.

General observer, Amit Ka-
taria for 9th Kohima town; 10th 
Northern Angami-I; 11th North-
ern Angami-II; and 12th Tsem-
inyu assembly constituencies.  
Contact number- 7005928984 / 
9402053787.

Dimapur, Feb. 11 (EMN): 
The Auching Student’s Un-
ion (ASU) has expressed 
sadness at the demise of its 
former vice president and 
correspondent secretary , Y 
Akum Angh.

The union said Angh 
was a sincere, humble, 
peace loving and straight 
forward man.  The union 
lamented at the lost of its 
‘young dynamic leader, 
great personality and the 
super model of our village’

The union prayed that 
the Almighty God grant 
solace and peace of to the 
bereaved family and eternal 
rest for the departed soul.

Dimapur, Feb. 11 (EMN): 
The Kiphire battalion of As-
sam Rifles have informed 
about the operation that 
was said to have stated 
launched with police rep-
resentative in general area 
Pungro on Feb. 10, based 
on specific information.

During the operation, 
one person identified as 
Cholimong Sangtam son 
of Shighovi Sangtam and 
resident of Seyochung vil-
lage of Kiphire district was 
apprehended, the troops’ 
authority informed in a 
press release on Sun.  

One Pt 32 mm Pistol 
with 10 rounds of live am-
munition were stated to 
have been found from his 
possession. 

The accused along with 
seized articles were handed 
over to Kiphire Police Sta-
tion.

Dimapur, Feb. 11 (EMN): 
The district election of-
ficer (DEO) of Wokha, Dr. 
Manazir Jeelani Samoon 
has informed government 
employees appointed for 
the conduct of election 
shall be deemed to be on 
deputation to the election 
commission for the period 
commencing on and from 
the date of the notifica-
tion calling for election and 
ending with the date of 
declaration of results and 
accordingly, such officials 
shall, during that period, 

be subject to the control, 
superintendence and disci-
pline of the Election Com-
mission.

Employees appointed 
for official duty in connec-
tion with election if found 
guilty of any act or omission 
and breach of official duties 
without reasonable cause 
shall be punishable under 
relevant section of law.

In this regard, head of 
department/offices under 
Wokha district are directed 
to ensure that officers and 
staff under their establish-

ment attend the training 
without fail to avoid disci-
plinary action.
2nd round training 
The DEO also informed 
that the 2nd round of train-
ing for polling personnel 
appointed doe election 
duty will be held at Govern-
ment Higher Secondary 
School, Wokha at 10 a.m.

 Training for presiding 
officers and 1st polling of-
ficials has been scheduled 
on Feb. 15 and 2nd, 3rd, 
and 4th polling personnel 
on Feb. 16. Polling person-

nel are directed to attend 
the training positively. Dis-
ciplinary action shall be ini-
tiated against the absentees 
as per the relevant section 
of law, the notice stated.
2nd medical board 
The 2nd medical board for 
exemption of polling per-
sonnel of Wokha has been 
scheduled on Feb. 14 at 10 
am at the Dr. Motsuo Me-
morial Hospital in Wokha. 
Polling personnel who have 
applied for exemption on 
medical ground are asked 
to report.

Dimapur, Feb. 11 (EMN): Master 
of social work (MSW) first year 
trainees of North East Institute 
of Social Science & Research 
(NEISSR), Dimapur along with 
vice principal, Fr. John Poji and 
two faculties attended the ten-
day rural camp at Tening village 
in Peren district from Jan. 30 to 
Feb. 9. 

The purpose of the partici-
pation in the camp was to ex-
plore rural life and scope for 
social work intervention, the 
institute updated about the 
event on Sun.

The trainees attended three 
days for participatory rural ap-
praisal (PRA) under the guid-
ance of facilitator from AIDA, 
Lanthou Mark Gonmei. 

Through the PRA, trainees 
were able to make various map-
pings with the help of villagers 

and through door to door visit. 
They gained knowledge about 
socio-economic status and exist-
ing problems, it informed.

Trainees also participated in 
friendly volley ball and basket-
ball match, organised by the 36th 
Bn Assam Rifles of Tening village.

Also the team conducted 
awareness programmes on to-
bacco, unemployment, birth 
control, alcoholism, importance 
of organic farming, and school 
social work intervention.

Voluntary service was also 
rendered by the team to villagers 
by distributing basic medicines 
and commodities. 

During the cultural and 
thanks-giving programme, the 
village council chairman, Nam-
kiabui thanked the students for 
their community development 
approach and activities.

Dimapur, Feb. 11 (EMN): The 
Phek battalion of Assam Rifles 
conducted a seminar on HIV/
AIDS in Phek on Feb. 10.

A rally was also organised 
from Civil District Hospital with 

participation of personnel and 
school students of Phek town. 

Phek’s election police ob-
server, K Sethu Raman, deputy 
commissioner and superin-
tendent of police also attended 

the event. 
Around 326 school students 

attended the event. Solar lights 
were distributed to the partici-
pants.

Also the unit conduted free 

medical camp at Avangkhu vil-
lage in Phek district on Feb. 10.

Medical assistance, medi-
cine, basic knowledge on epi-
demic diseases, precautions 
were also given to villagers.

Dimapur, Feb. 11 (EMN): In view of the 
forthcoming assembly elections and 
to maintain peaceful atmosphere in 
the colony, the Merhulietsa Panchayat, 
Ward 18 Paramedical of Kohima, in its 
emergency executive meeting held on 
Feb. 10 resolved to strictly prohibit set-
ting up of party camps within its colony 
jurisdiction. 

A press release from the colony 
chairman and general secretary in-
formed candidates, political parties 
and supporters to strictly comply with 
directives of the colony.

The panchayat also resolved that 
‘outsiders or non-residents of the colo-
ny shall not be permitted to participate 
in the electoral process and advised 
such to stay way advised to stay away 
from the immediate precincts of the 
polling station during polling hours.’ It 
has cautioned that defaulters shall be 
liable to penalties.

Candidates, supporters and general 
public are requested to extend coop-
eration to colony authorities, in the 
greater interest of the citizens.

Also the Urra Area Villages Union 
along with the Urra Area Villages Youth 
Organisation in its emergency meeting 
held on Feb. 10 resolved to not to allow 
any candidate to canvass or campaign 
within its jurisdiction of after 8 pm.

This was informed in a press re-
lease issued to media on Sun. by the 
Urra Area Villages Union president and 
secretary.

It also resolved that not to allow any 
political party to set-up / organized 
party camps in any village under its 
jurisdiction. 

 Uses of alcohol or any intoxicant 
items are to strictly prohibit.

In the event of the violation of any 
resolution, the area organisations shall 
take necessary action as deem fit, it 
informed.

The Area youth organisation was 
empowered to oversee / implement the 
resolutions, it informed.

NEWS IN BRIEF

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 15.8 11.2 7 61 NIL

ZBT 13.6 7.3 11.8 98 NIL

MON 23 11.6 10.2 61 NIL

TUENSANG 16.2 9.2 4.6 56 NIL

MKG 15.2 6.4 5.3 48 NIL

PHEK 19 7.6 8.6 67 NIL

KIPHIRE 18 8 9.6 86 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 19 10.5 9.1 59 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 22.2 7 11.9 78 NIL

JALUKIE 27 24 14.8 100 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 24 14.2 12.9 60 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

A team of Nagaland Bhojpure Samaj visit fire victims of Neisatou colony in 
Dimapur on Sunday and provided household utensils.

Charity packs

Election general meeting  
in Pughoboto
The district election officer of Pughoboto, Avelu Ruho 
has informed that a meeting with the election general 
of 13th assembly constituency Pughoboto to 13th NLA 
will be held at 4 pm at the additional deputy commis-
sioner’s office, Pughoboto on Feb. 12. All contesting 
candidates and election agents, representatives of 
political parties, nodal officers of various committees 
set up under the election machinery are asked to at-
tend the same.

DEO convenes meeting with  
Peren, Tening BLO
District election officer, Peren has informs boot level 
officers (BLO) under 6th Tening and 7th Peren assem-
bly constituencies that there will be a meeting with all 
BLO on Feb. 13 at 11 a.m. at Town Hall in Peren. Remu-
neration for BLOs in connection with SSR 2018 will be 
distributed on the same day.  For the stated reason BLO 
are directed to attend the meeting positively.

the pastor will lead and 
start with a prayer on 
the polling day.

3. Will not sell my vote by 
accepting in cash or in 
kind from any candidate 
which amounts to sur-
rendering of our rights 
and future.

4. Will not declare our par-
ty allegiance to a par-
ticular political party / 
candidate.

5. Will keep only one voter 
identity card and say 
“NO” to proxy voting.

6. Will not go alone to any 
candidate for offering 
prayers without the 
other church leaders or 
without the knowledge 
of the church.

7. Will not prophesy and 
give / use pulpit to speak 
in favour of any political 
party or candidate.
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YK

Ramongo Lotha, second from left, and NSN Lotha, third, after unfurling the JD’s (U) flag during the launch 
of the election campaign of the former.  

Retired government officer K Chuba Ao has declared his candidature  
with the National People’s Party to contest at the 29th Jangpetkong 
assembly constituency in Mokokchung district. 

Congress lends a hand to 
secular parties in neutral seats  

NPP candidate has development as main agenda

JD (U) to work to be ‘most important party for Nagas’

Phek contractors point to 
lessons from failed road project 

‘Interlocutor helped end Nagaland poll impasse’

Exigency might offer ‘marriage’ chances for NPF, INC 
Dimapur, Feb. 11 (EMN): The Na-
galand unit of the Indian National 
Congress (INC) has declared sup-
port to secular parties in seats the 
party will not be contesting during  
the forthcoming elections to the 
Nagaland Legislative Assembly.

The media cell of the Naga-
land Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee (NPCC) issued a press release 
on Sun. expressing shock at what 
it called the “rush of candidates 
to BJP (Bharatiya Janata Party)” in 
Nagaland. 

The executive committee of 
the NPCC has informed about 
having had a meeting on Feb. 10 
during which it “decided to sup-
port secular party candidates 
wherever INC candidates are not 
contesting.” The rank and file of 
the Congress are directed to com-
ply with the decision ‘in letter and 
spirit.’

“NPCC has to take the above 
decision to salvage the people 
of Nagaland from sinking in the 
Hindutva quicksand. For over two 
and a half years, NPCC has been 
educating the people on the dan-
ger of Hindutva,” the press release 
stated.

“However, it is shocking to see 
the rush of candidates to BJP. It 
is also shocking that NDPP (Na-
tionalist Democratic Progressive 
Party) decided to share Nagaland 
assembly seats with the BJP by 
providing them 20 seats ignoring 
the cry and fear of the people.” 
The Congress party was of the 
opinion that the NDPP—“born 

out of dissident activities”—must 
have “blown their minds for mon-
ey and power.”

The Congress quipped further 
that the NDPP was fully aware 
about how minorities and minor-
ity religions were being persecut-
ed and were suffering under the 
rule of the BJP. “We are living in a 
depleted state because of NDPP 
leadership,” the Congress alleged  
as it also referred to the Angami 
Baptist Church Council  ‘acknowl-
edging’ fears about the Hindutva 
influence being brought into the 
state. 

“The cry of NBCC (Nagaland 
Baptist Church Council) should 
not go in vain. Therefore, Congress 
has taken the decision to support 
secular political party candidates 
wherever INC is not contesting. 
The decision is aimed to stop BJP 
and its alliance partners from 
compromising the rights of our 
people and our way of life,” the 
NPCC stated. 

Toward said objective, the 
press release added, the INC ‘will 
welcome any secular minded par-
ties and leaders from forming a 
broad consensus to provide secu-
lar and stable government and to 
stop the tide of Hindutva forces in 
Nagaland.’

Of birds of different 
feathers  
The ideological disengagement 
between secular traditions and 
perceived fundamentalist move-
ments in India may be best repre-

sented by the testy Congress-BJP 
narrative. 

However, it might not always 
necessarily be intrinsically ideo-
logical. For instance, although the 
INC—the grand old party of In-
dia—has been reduced to either 
the fifth or the sixth option among 
political parties for the forthcom-
ing elections, the BJP leaving the 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) may 
have just given the Congress par-
ty some lives to play the religion 
card. 

The NPF’s dream for another 
alliance with the BJP, which be-
gan in 2003, was shattered when 
the latter left them for the NDPP 
although the former had retracted 
its earlier stand against the BJP. 

Reliable sources indicate that 
BJP leaders in the region had tried 
working out formulae for  the NPF 
and the chief minister of Naga-
land TR Zeliang. 

It apparently did not work 
out—the reason why the NDPP-
BJP alliance came about only at 
the last minute. 

Also, with the NPF going in 
alone to the polls, the INC align-
ing with the regional party may be 
another potential marriage for the 
NPF and INC’s top leaderships’ 
families: the NPF chief minister’s 
son is married to the daughter of 
the NPCC’s president K Therie.

Talking of exigencies and al-
liances, Apok Jamir, a son of one 
of the Congress party’s most fa-
bled exports Odisha Governor SC 
Jamir, is with the NPF now.  

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Feb.11 
(EMN): Another retired 
government officer has 
declared his candidature, 
this one with the National 
People’s Party (NPP) to 
contest at the 29th Jang-
petkong assembly con-
stituency in Mokokchung 
district. 

Retired commission-
er-secretary Dr K Chuba 
Ao declared his candida-
ture on Feb. 9 with  the  
issue of development of 
Jangpetkong range as his 
‘main agenda.’ The retired 
bureaucrat declared his 
candidature at his native 
village Waromung during 
an emergency citizens’ 
meeting (Senso Mung-
dang).

Speaking to a sec-
tion of media persons 
after the declaration, Dr 
K Chuba Ao pointed to 
developing Jangpetkong 
range road, which is in 
pathetic condition for the 
past nearly two decades, 
as his main agenda. He 
lamented that many en-
terprising ‘educated un-
employed’ youths cannot 
open farms or engage in 
business in Jangpetkong 
ranges due to the condi-
tion of the road.

Jangpetkong range 
has a lot of economic po-

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Feb. 11 (EMN): 
The Janata Dal (United) 
is convinced that it can be 
the “purest and the most 
important” political party 
in Nagaland. Launch-
ing the party’s campaign 
for the forthcoming as-
sembly elections,  the 
president of the Nagaland 
JD (U), Senchumo NSN 
Lotha, said on Sat. Feb. 10  
that the history of the or-
ganisation vis-à-vis Naga 
political issue makes the 
JD (U) the “purest and the 
most important” party for 
the Naga people.

Lotha was address-
ing party workers at the 
launch of JD (U) candi-
date for 39th Sanis as-
sembly Ramongo Lotha’s 
campaign at Pangti village 
in Wokha district.

Lotha spoke about 
how J P Narayan, the 
founder of Janata Dal, was 
a proponent of Naga in-
dependence  as shown in 
his report after his return 
from the 1964 three-man 
peace mission to Naga-
land.

The party’s president 
also underlined the aim 
and objectives of the par-
ty , saying that the JD (U) 
stands for equality and 
secularism with no place 
for communal politics.

On the development 
front, Lotha said that 
the party would work for 

Dimapur, Feb. 11 (EMN): 
The Phek district unit of 
the Nagaland Contrac-
tors and Suppliers’ Union  
(NCSU) has asked au-
thorities and contractors 
and their firms to learn a 
lesson from having failed 
to complete a recent road 
development project in 
the district.  

The Phek NCSU is-
sued a press release 
on Sun. referring to 
the Special Acceler-
ated Road Development 
Programme for North 
Eastern Region (SARDP-
Northeast) and to the 
controversial construc-
tion company Gayatri & 
Maytas.  

‘The Phek district 
contractors and suppli-
ers union (NCSU) would 
like to bring to the notice 
of the NHIDCL and Na-

tional Highway in regard 
to SRADP (sic) phase-I 
construction for 2-lane 
work in Phek district viz 
Pfutsero to Phek and 
Chakabama to Zunhe-
boto,’ the press release 
stated.

‘In this connection it 
is pertinent to note that 
the last project could not 
materialize causing im-
mense lost and hardship 
to the people of Phek 
district, ‘ the union re-
minded. 

The Phek district 
NCSU “would like to re-
mind the concerned au-
thorities to take us into 
confidence as far as su-
pervision of the project 
is concerned so as to en-
sure successful comple-
tion.” 

The unit urged the 
authorities in concern as 

well as contractors to “put 
in a joint effort in order to 
achieved the desire re-
sult of workmanship and 
timely completion.” 

“In the end we would 
like to remind all that the 
concerned authorities as 
well as the contractors 
Gayatri & Maytas have 
utterly failed the people 
in the last project and 
therefore it is our earnest 
appeal to authorities 
concerned and the con-
tractors to cooperate with 
us before execution of 
work begins so as to put 
in a joint effort towards 
the project,” the union 
stated in its appeal. 

“We also remind all 
that no demand as such 
from any organization 
would be entertained 
so as the success of the 
project is ensured.” 

State BJP 
condemns 
‘fake news’    
Dimapur, Feb. 11 (EMN): 
The Nagaland unit of 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
has denounced what it stat-
ed was a fictitious report 
circulating on social me-
dia concerning its national 
leader Ram Madhav. 

“The report purport-
edly written by News Joint, 
which seems to be another 
fake news agency or chan-
nel is devoid of any truth 
and written with malicious 
intent. Such spreading of 
false news is tantamount to 
not only character assassi-
nation but also poses grave 
risk of sparking off commu-
nal tension,” read a state-
ment from the party on Sun. 

It assured “prompt and 
fitting action against those 
behind spreading the fabri-
cated news.”

Dimapur, Feb. 11 (EMN): A let-
ter written by the Indian govern-
ment’s interlocutor RN Ravi to 
the Naga groups, including the 
NSCN (Isak-Muivah), on Febru-
ary 3 helped to end the impasse 
over the Nagaland assembly elec-
tions, a report in national daily 
The Hindu has claimed. 

Civil society groups and the 
NSCN (I-M) had called a boycott 
of the elections till a political so-
lution was reached.

In its Feb. 11 news report, The 
Hindu stated to have seen the let-
ter. In the letter seen by the news-
paper, Ravi assured the groups 
that the new assembly would not 
come in the way of the final agree-
ment. Following this, they with-
drew the call, the report stated.

The Election Commission 
announced the poll schedule 
on January 19. The poll process 
started on January 31. 

February 7 was the last date 
for nominations. No nomination 
was filed till February 5.

Minister of State for Home 
Affairs Kiren Rijiju, who is also 
the Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
(BJP) in-charge for the Nagaland 
elections, said that the election 
process could be set in motion 
by “extensive lobbying and ma-
noeuvring,” The Hindu reports.

 “Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh and Mr. Ravi played a key 
role in bringing the parties con-
cerned on board,” he said.

The news report also quoted a 

‘top source’ as having told The Hin-
du that the Union government and 
the NSCN(I-M) had almost sealed 
the final agreement a day before the 
Election Commission announced 
the schedule, but the outfit pulled 
out at the last moment.

“Since a compromise on the 
territorial integrity is out of the 
question, the outfit was offered a 
socio-political body like the Shi-
romani Gurudwara Prabandhak 
Committee. After agreeing to the 
terms, the outfit refused to sign 
the final agreement, leading to 
the impasse,” The Hindu’s report  
stated in quoting a senior official.

The Centre has assured the 
groups that the assembly will be 
dissolved as and when the agree-
ment is signed. 

“They had apprehensions 
that the elections would delay 
the final peace agreement be-
cause a newly elected Assembly 
cannot be dissolved. We assured 
them that if a deal was signed in 
the next two-three months, the 
elections would be held afresh,” 
the official was quoted in the re-
port as having said.

The NSCN (IM) has been fight-
ing for creation of “Greater Naga-
land” or “Nagalim” by extending 
the state’s borders to cover Naga-
dominated areas in Assam, Ma-
nipur, and Arunachal Pradesh, 
uniting 1.2 million Nagas. 

Assam, Manipur and Aru-
nachal Pradesh, all under the 
BJP,  have refused to part with any 

land. The Centre is yet to spell out 
the details of the agreement.

The Hindu stated further that  
an official had said the talks were 
delayed by the death last year of 
Isak Swu, one of the leaders of 
the NSCN (IM). The other leader, 
T Muivah, has been carrying on 
the negotiations on behalf of the 
group. 

The official said that the final 
accord was ready and the Centre 
proposed an auxiliary battalion 
for the NSCN (IM) cadre living 
in a camp at Hebron, the Hindu  
reported. 

They would also be asked 
to lay down their weapons, the 
newspaper has reported.

On August 3, 2015, Ravi signed 
a “framework agreement” on be-
half of the Union government 
with the NSCN (IM) to end the 
decades-old insurgency. It was 
signed at the residence of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 

Since then, The Hindu contin-
ued in its report, the Opposition 
has attacked the government for 
misleading the nation as the final 
agreement is yet to be signed.

On February 4, Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi wrote on 
Twitter:

“August 2015, Mr. Modi claims 
to create history by signing the 
NAGA accord. Feb 2018, Naga Ac-
cord is still nowhere to be found. 
Modiji is the first ever Indian PM 
whose words don’t mean any-
thing #CantFindTheAccord.”

tential, Ao said. Once the 
roads are developed then 
different villages would 
be able to reap full re-
wards from the rich natu-
ral resources in the range.

Once Jangpetkong 
range is economically 
developed, he explained, 
the rich natural resources 
of the region would ben-

efit not only villages but 
also immensely contrib-
ute to the economic de-
velopment of the state. 
He lamented also the 
‘underdevelopment’ of 
Mangkolemba town, 
which is said to be one of 
the oldest administrative 
headquarters in Nagaland 
looking after three ranges 

in Mokokchung district.
Mangkolemba town 

deserves to be developed 
to its full capacity–its of-
fices need to be devel-
oped, its human resources 
mobilized  etc., so that the 
town can stand as a ‘model 
ADC (additional deputy 
commissioner) headquar-
ter’ in the state, he said.

“My agenda is sim-
ple. As a true son of Jang-
petkong range, and as a 
retired bureaucrat with 
rich experiences, my 
main priority is devel-
opment of Jangpetkong 
range. Therefore, my ap-
peal to the electorate is 
very simple – vote for me 
and I promise to repair 
the roads and bring the 
development that our 
range deserves,” Ao said 
in his appeal.

The Senso Mungdang 
has encouraged the can-
didate to work hard and 
to gain the confidence of 
the neighbouring villages 
and the electorate of the 
constituency. 

Ao is one of three can-
didates contesting from 
29th Jangpetkong. The 
other two candidates are 
ET Sunep of the Naga 
People’s Front and Dr 
Longriniken who is con-
testing with a Bharatiya 
Janata Party ticket.

the uplift and empower-
ment of the poor to make 
them self-reliant. “JD (U) 
stands for development 
with justice,” he said. He 
informed that the party 
would enter into post-poll 
alliance only with those 
parties that understand 
“our issue.”

NSN Lotha has ap-
pealed to the people for 
support while reminding 
them that ‘victory is for 
the courageous.’

Ramongo Lotha ad-
dressed the gathering too. 

In his speech, the candi-
date declared that the rea-
son behind his entering 
politics was not for a “seat 
or chair” but to work and 
serve the people. Having 
served 35 years and six 
months as a government 
official, he pointed out 
‘existing gaps and flaws in 
the system.’ He expressed 
his plans to “change” the 
system if given the oppor-
tunity. 

Further, the candidate 
told his supporters that 
he had the experience and 

the acumen to lead and 
serve. He spoke also about 
various issues plaguing 
the assembly constitu-
ency stressed on the need 
to bring development and 
impact a change towards 
self-reliance. He pointed 
out that the people of 39th 
assembly constituency 
was losing out on oppor-
tunities due to lack of good 
representatives. He has 
spoken of plans to explore 
development opportuni-
ties and make the people 
self-sufficient.



 Assam governor appeals to security forces to help stop poaching

4 REGION
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Monday, February 12, 2018

PTI

Senior BJP leader and Finance Minister Arun Jaitley along with party 
leaders Syed Shahnawaj and Himanta Biswa Sarma releases the  
party’s vision document for the assembly polls in Agartala on Sunday.

PTI

BJP President Amit Shah waves during an assembly election campaign in Agartala, Tripura on Sunday. 

A week ahead of Feb. 18 Tripura polls, CPI-M candidate dies

Centre funds states irrespective of whoever is ruling — Jaitley 

BJP claims party candidate injured in attack in Tripura 

Padma awardee accuses Manipur government of favouritism 

Left cadres ‘looting’ public, vote for BJP— Shah in Tripura 

Italy, Argentina and Sweden 
to vote in Meghalaya electionPoachers kill rhino in 

Kaziranga; escape with horn

 Agartala, Feb. 11 (IANS): A week 
ahead of the February 18 Assem-
bly elections, a sitting CPI-M MLA 
and candidate in Charilam in 
western Tripura died on Sunday 
evening due to cardiac arrest, an 
official said here.

“The sitting MLA and Commu-
nist Party of India-Marxist candi-
date for Charilam (Scheduled 
Tribe) seat, Ramendra Narayan 
Debbarma, died at the Gobinda 
Ballav Panth Medical College and 
Hospital, where he was admitted 
in the afternoon with chest pain,” 
an Election Department official 
said.

The official said the election 
in Charilam would be counter-
manded as per electoral laws. 
There were five candidates, in-
cluding Debbarma, in the fray.

Debbarma, 68, after his retire-
ment from government service 
in 2012, had contested the 2013 
assembly polls from Charilam 
in western Tripura and won. The 
CPI-M renominated him this 
time.

CPI-M State Secretary Bijan 
Dhar expressed shock over the 
death.

The CPI-M-led Left Front has 
fielded Nimal Biswas as its can-

didate in Khowai seat in western 
Tripura in place of Biswajit Datta, 
who was hospitalised for a few 
days due to serious illness.

Biswas is a former State Secre-
tary of the CPI-M’s student wing 
Student Federation of India.

C P I - M  c a n d i d a t e  f o r 
Krishnapur (ST) and Fisheries 
Minister Khagendra Jamatia too 
remained admitted in GBP Medi-
cal College and Hospital for sev-
eral days due to illness. 

Polling will be held for the 60-
seat Tripura assembly on Febru-
ary 18 and counting of votes will 
be on March 3.

Agartala, Feb. 11 (IANS): 
Union Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley on Sunday 
said the Narendra Modi 
government is provid-
ing funds to the states 
irrespective which party 
is ruling them, based on 
Finance Commission’s 
proposals and stipulated 
rules and not individual 
wishes.

Seeking to refute harg-
es of many states includ-
ing Left-ruled Tripura that 
the Centre is not provid-
ing due funds to the states 
and curtailing financial 
support to many central 
sponsored schemes, he 
said that the present gov-
ernment provides funds 
irrespective of all political 
situations in the state.

“Modi government 
wants full development 
of all the states including 
Tripura. Developmen-
tal politics must come 
forward. Central govern-
ment always guided by 
Finance Commission 

recommendation, stand-
ard rules and norms and 
stipulated methodology,” 
Jaitley told the media after 
releasing the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party’s “Vision Docu-
ment” for Tripura ahead 
of the February 18 polls. 

He also said that the 
central funding pattern 
of 90:10 between the cen-
tral and state govern-
ment in any project in the 
northeastern states and 
three other hills states 
including Jammu and 
Kashmir, has been con-
tinuing. Assam Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma, 
who is the party’s Tripura 
election in-charge, said 
that like for other north-
eastern states, the party 
has a “Vision Document” 
for the state.

Top BJP leaders, in-
cluding President Amit 
Shah, Union Ministers 
Jaitley and Nitin Gadkari, 
General Secretary Ram 
Madhav, Shahnawaz 
Hussain, West Bengal’s 

Agartala, Feb. 11 (PTI): 
A BJP youth leader along 
with 9 party workers were 
attacked by CPI (M) sup-
porters with sticks and 
bombs at Ranirbazar, 
about 12 km from here, 
the saffron party alleged 
today. Ten persons in-
cluding Sushanta Chow-
dhury, BJP candidate of 
Majlishpur Assembly 
constituency, were in-
jured in the attack, BJP 
state president Biplab 
Kumar Deb said.

The CPI (M), how-
ever, denied the allega-
tion and said that the BJP 

had carried out the attack 
instead and one CPI(M) 
worker was indergoing 
treatment at a hospital.

Chowdhury said a 
group of CPI (M) activ-
ists attacked him with 
sticks and hurled a bomb 
when he was meeting 
party workers.

The attack was aimed 
at killing me and taking 
benefit of my absence 
ahead of the polls, Chow-
dhury told reporters.

E l e c t i o n  t o  t h e 
60-member Tripura As-
sembly would be held on 
February 18. Chowdhury 

said he was injured but 
would continue with the 
election campaign.

Chowdhury is con-
testing against five-term 
CPI (M) MLA and state 
transport minister Manik 
Dey from the constitu-
ency.

Superintendent of 
Police (Control) Pradip 
De said a complaint was 
filed about an attack with 
Ranirbazaar police sta-
tion and investigation 
has begon on the inci-
dent. However, no one 
has been arrested in this 
connection so far, De 

said.
He denied knowl-

edge of any bombs being 
hurled in the clash but 
said the police fired three 
tear gas shells and resort-
ed to mild lathicharge to 
disperse the crowd.

CPI(M) state secre-
tary Bijan Dhar said alle-
gations of BJP were com-
pletely baseless.

Dhar claimed his par-
ty workers were attacked 
by the BJP workers and 
one CPI (M) supporter 
was injured and is now 
admitted to Gobind Bal-
labh Pant Hospital.

Imphal, Feb. 11 (IANS): A Manipur 
weaver conferred the Padma Shri 
this year on Sunday accused the 
BJP-led coalition government in 
the state of “favouritism” in public-
ly felicitating another Padma awar-
dee and state weightlifter Saikhom 
Mirabai Chanu and not her.

Chief Minister N. Biren Singh 
and other Ministers and high of-
ficials attended a felicitation func-
tion in Imphal on January 27 at 
which Chanu was handed over Rs 
20 lakh in cash. 

Subadani, who was recognised 
for her contribution to weaving 
in the northeast region, told the 
media here that she was not con-
cerned about the cash component 
of the felicitation.

A senior state official told IANS 
that there was no question of ig-
noring Subadani. 

“The two issues are separate. 
Mirabai Chanu had created a 
world record in weightlifting after 
a long gap and brought laurels for 
India. The cash prize was given for 

this... it is a small gesture to pro-
mote sportspersons in Manipur. In 
the past, a number of persons from 
the state were conferred Padma 
awards but they were never given 
public reception or cash awards.” 

Subadani said: “I am not con-
cerned over the cash. All I want 
to say is that since both had got 
the same award from the Indian 
government, there should not 
have been any discrimination. It 
is a clear sign of government fa-
vouritism.” 

Mohanpur, Feb 11 (PTI): 
BJP president Amit Shah 
today asked the people 
to oust Tripura’s ‘Lal bhai’ 
government, as he ac-
cused the Left cadres of 
pocketing public funds 
meant for development 
and promised to make 
the state a model one 
if his party is voted to 
power.

With the BJP being 
seen as putting up a 
strong challenge to the 
25-year-old uninterrupt-
ed Left reign in the state, 
Shah led an eight-kilo-
metre road show and ad-
dressed rallies in which he 
sought votes for the state’s 
“transformation”.

Ahead of the Assem-
bly polls to be held next 
Sunday, Shah made a 
host of promises to the 
people of the state, in-
cluding smart phones for 
youths, implementation 
of the seventh pay com-
mission for government 
employees from the next 
day of his party being 
voted to power and ac-
tion against chit fund 
scam accused.

Without naming Ra-
hul Gandhi, he alleged 
that the Congress chief 
had put up candidates 
as ‘vote-katva’ (cutting 
into others’ votes) to help 
the CPI(M) government 
headed by Chief Minister 
Manik Sarkar to come 
back to power.

The Congress was the 
main opposition party 
until the last Assembly 
polls but has seen a seri-
ous depletion in its ranks 
with many of its leaders, 
including MLAs, joining 
the BJP.

“The government of 
‘Lal bhai’ and its cadres 
have looted Tripura for 
25 years in the name of 

Umniuh, Feb. 11 (PTI): 
Italy, Argentina, Swe-
den and Indonesia will 
vote and choose their 
representative to the 
Meghalaya Legislative 
Assembly this February 
27.  Well, if you won-
der how these countries 
have voting rights in this 
hill state in India’s North 
East, you are in for a sur-
prise. 

Italy, Argentina, Swe-
den and Indonesia are 
the names of voters of 
Umniuh-Tmar Elaka vil-
lage under Shella con-
stituency in East Khasi 
Hills district. 

Sisters Promiseland 
and Holyland Dkhar 
and their namesake 
neighbour Jerusalem 
Khiewtam will also par-
ticipate in the adult fran-
chise. 

He said about 50 per 
cent of the villagers have 
a fondness for English 
words that rhymes good 
but not knowing exactly 
what they mean. 

The sleepy Elaka, 
which is close to the 

Indo-Bangladesh bor-
der, has a little over 850 
male voters and 916 fe-
male voters and have a 
record number of pecu-
liar names registered in 
the voters list. 

Premiere was lucky 
that his educated father 
had given him a name 
that almost fit his posi-
tion as the Elaka chief 
now and of him being 
the eldest son. 

Not all people in the 
village were as smart or 
as educated and hence 
you will also find that 
days of the week become 
good names - Thursday, 
Sunday, the chief said. 

Some people also 
have names like Tripura 
and Goa, he added. 

Hold your breath, 
Premiere said the best 
English name is that of 
a 30 year-old Class XII-
passed woman whose 
mother ‘Sweater’ named 
her ‘I Have Been Deliv-
ered’! 

Office items like Ta-
ble, Globe and Paper, 
members of the solar 

system like Venus and 
Saturn besides Arabian 
Sea, Pacific and Con-
tinent have also been 
taken.  Three Diengdoh 
sisters were found aptly 
named Request, Loveli-
ness and Happiness by 
their mother ‘Shuki’, a 
Khasi word that trans-
lates to chair in English. 

Their neighbours, 
sisters Goodness and 
Unity, are also a good 
friend of the Diengdoh 
family.  Except for Indian 
names - Bharat, Mumtaz 
and Durga - the rest are 
traditional Khasi names, 
according to the elec-
toral roll. 

Behold! Some of the 
candidates contesting 
the February 27 elec-
tions in Meghalaya also 
carry names of famous 
politicians. 

While two Nehrus - 
Nehru Suting and Nehru 
Sangma - will be con-
testing from Pynursla 
and Gambegre seats re-
spectively, Frankenstein 
and Kennedy are also 
in fray. 

Tezpur, Feb. 11 (PTI): 
Poachers killed an adult 
rhino and escaped with 
its horn from the Western 
Range of the Kaziranga 
National Park in Biswa-
nath district, a senior for-
est official said today.

According to Ka-
ziranga National Park 
Divisional Forest Offic-
er Rohini Ballav Saikia, 
the incident happened 
at around midnight at 
Polokata near Sitamari 
area -- a sandbar island 
in the Brahmaputra -- 
south of Baghmari pow-
ergrid station under La-
horijan forest camp.

“Poachers took its 
horn and fled the spot, 
which is an open area of 
about 200 metres from 
the forest camp. We have 
also found five rounds of 
empty cartridges of .303 
rifle from the spot,” Saikia 
told PTI.

Saikia, along with 

development... A BJP 
government is bound to 
come. It won’t be merely 
a change of MLAs or gov-
ernment but will usher 
in its transformation,” he 
said at a rally.

The Left government, 
he said, was made in the 
name of the poor but 
poverty increased in its 
25 years of rule and the 
number of unemployed 
youths rose to 7.33 lakh 
from 25,000 during the 
period.

A BJP government will 
give employment to every 
household, Shah said.

Taking on Sarkar for 
his charge that that the 
Centre had not done 
much for the state’s de-
velopment, the BJP chief 
reeled out the names 
of a number of central 
schemes and noted that 
it had released Rs 25,396 
crore to Tripura under 
the 14th finance com-
mission against Rs 7,283 
crore it had got under 
the 13th finance com-

mission.
“Where has all this ex-

tra RS 18,000 crore gone? 
It has gone into pockets 
of Communist cadres. 
I dare Sarkar to give an 
account of this money in 
his public meeting,” Shah 
said at the rally. Raising 
the party’s slogan, ‘Cha-
lo Paltai’ (Let’s change 
the government), Shah 
sought the Left’s ouster 
from the state.

He also accused the 
Left parties of spreading 
rumours that the state 
would be divided if the 
BJP comes to power and 
asserted that there would 
no division and Tripura 
would remain as it is.

IPFT, which repre-
sents sections of tribals, 
had earlier raised the de-
mand of a separate state 
but has not pushed for 
it following its alliance 
with the BJP, which is 
opposed to any division 
of Tripura.

Shah said a BJP gov-
ernment would protect 

and promote the cultural 
heritage and values of 
tribals. Touching on cul-
tural issues of the state, 
he said the Left govern-
ment would celebrate 
birth anniversaries of 
Lenin and Stalin but not 
of Vivekananda, Tagore 
and a revered king of the 
state. The Left has been 
finished off in the world 
and the Congress is fading 
away in the country, Shah 
claimed.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has ushered in 
an era of development 
and that the state should 
invest in his leadership, 
he said. At another rally 
in Chawmanu, Shah ac-
cused the Left govern-
ment of practising politics 
of violence and said a BJP 
government will end this 
and usher an era of devel-
opment.

The Communist gov-
ernment of Tripura has 
done nothing in last 25 
years of its rule, Shah 
claimed.

other senior forest of-
ficials, reached the spot 
this morning and a joint 
team of forest and po-
lice personnel launched 
an operation to nab the 
poachers, he added.

The incident took 
place in Biswanath within 
hours of Assam Governor 
Jagdish Mukhi directing 
law enforcing agencies 
to take all measures to 
prevent cases of poach-

ing of rhinos in Kaziranga 
National Park.

This is the second rhi-
no poaching incident in 
Kaziranga this year.

On January 14, a fe-
male rhino was killed 
at Daflang camp area 
of Bagori range, but the 
poachers could not take 
its horn.

During the ongoing 
Budget Session in Assam 
Assembly, Forest Minis-

ter Pramila Rani Brahma 
has said that altogether 
74 rhinos were killed by 
poachers in Assam since 
2015 and 316 poachers 
were arrested during 
2015-17.

As many as 21 rhinos 
were killed in 2015, 22 
the next year and 9 in 
2017, the minister had 
informed the House on 
February 8. Assam Gov-
ernor Jagdish Mukhi has 
asked the law enforcing 
agencies to help stop in-
cidents of poaching of 
rhinos in the state’s Ka-
ziranga National Park.

Mukhi, who chaired 
a law and order review 
meeting on Saturday, also 
reviewed the situation in 
Assam’s Golaghat district 
and asked the law enforc-
ing agencies to be on their 
toes to thwart the recur-
rence of any inter-state 
border issue. 

The Governor said As-

sam has earned its name 
and fame worldwide be-
cause of the Kaziranga 
National Park and its one-
horned rhinoceros.

“Indiscriminate kill-
ing of the rhinos by the 
poachers is not only an 
attack on the creature, it 
is an attack on the pride 
of the state,” said Mukhi, 
adding that although in-
cidents of poaching over 
the months have reduced 
drastically, the security 
agencies must be on their 
toes to foil any nefarious 
design to harm the rhi-
nos. Mukhi also asked the 
district Superintendent 
of Police to ensure com-
plete harmony along the 
boundary areas that the 
district shares with the 
other states. 

He also hailed the ef-
forts of the security forces 
that are on duty in the 
district for maintaining 
peace and normalcy.

Mukul Roy and Locket 
Chatterjee besides Sarma 
are in the state to cam-
paign.

Madhav said that 
Prime Minister Modi, 
who addressed two elec-
tions rallies in Tripura on 
Thursday, will address 
two more public gather-
ings on February 15. 

Jaitley said: “In the 
last assembly elections 
in 2013, the BJP got very 
small percentage of votes 
(1.54 per cent) in Tripura. 

Now this time it is a big 
political force... every day, 
every minute, the BJP 
continues to expand its 
base.”

Attacking the Manik 
Sarkar-led Left govern-
ment, he said: “Follow-
ing their party ideology 
and unrealistic approach, 
the Left government in 
Tripura kept the invest-
ment away from the in-
dustry starved states. I be-
lieve that centre and state 
should work together to 

remove the regional disparities.”
“Transparent public employ-

ment is necessary to provide basic 
services to the people. Compared to 
other smaller states, Tripura is lag-
ging far behind in many sectors,” he 
said, also alleging Left party cadre 
and party-nominated employees 
dictated governance.

He said that after the BJP come 
to power in Tripura, it would do 
justice to the government em-
ployees by hiking the salaries as 
per the recommendations of the 
7th Pay Commission, while talk-
ing steps for socio-economic and 
cultural development of the state’s 
tribals.

He said that the BJP government 
wants development of human capi-
tal and to fulfil this plan at least one 
degree college would be set up in 
each assembly segment in Tripura 
to improve higher education.

In the 28-page “Vision Docu-
ment”, the BJP pledged to provide 
one employment opportunity to 
every household, free education 
for women till graduation, free 
smatphones to youths, increase of 
minimum wages to Rs 340, a probe 
into the chit fund activities and 

regularising all contractual govern-
ment employees.

Tripura polls: SEZs, free smart-
phone to youth in BJP’s Vision 

BJP leader and Union minister 
Arun Jaitley today released the 
party’s manifesto for Tripura As-
sembly election, which promised 
that SEZs would be set up in the 
state and smartphones would be 
given to the youth for free if the 
saffron party is elected to power in 
the state.

Election to the 60-member 
Tripura Assembly would be held on 
February 18. The BJP is contesting 
in 51 seats while its alliance partner 
Indigenous People’s Front of Tripu-
ra (IPFT) has fielded candidates in 
nine seats.

It promised employment to 
every household, free education 
for women till graduation, 7th pay 
commission salary to state govern-
ment employees and free smart-
phones to youth.

Jaitley said Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi wants the country 
to develop, which is why the BJP 
in Tripura has focused more on 
development issues in its vision 
document. He said one degree 

college would be set up in each 
constituency of the state to upgrade 
the education system.

The senior BJP leader also an-
nounced that adequate number of 
multi-speciality hospitals and an 
AIIMS-like hospital would be set up 
in the state.

Tripura would be made a lo-
gistic hub for transportation in the 
entire northeastern region due to its 
proximity with Bangladesh and the 
ports in that country, Jaitley said.

The vision document states 
that stories of Tripura’s erstwhile 
royal rulers would be included in 
school curriculum and Agartala 
airport would renamed after Bir 
Bikram Kishore Manikya, the last 
king of Tripura. It promised inves-
tigation into the Rose Valley scam 
and those found guilty would be 
jailed.

The minimum grant under 
social welfare schemes would be 
Rs 2000 per month and the mini-
mum wage would be Rs 340, the 
vision document said, adding CBI 
inquiry into the killing of two jour-
nalists Shantanu Bhowmick and 
Sudip Datta Bhowmick - would be 
instituted.
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Renault showcases its electric concept car, TREZOR, during the Auto Expo 2018 in Greater Noida.

Vehicles on display at the stall of Mercedes-Benz India Pvt Ltd during the Auto Expo 2018 in Greater Noida.Models showcase TVS Motor Company’s scooters during the Auto Expo 2018 in Greater Noida.

Visitors take pictures of Yamaha’s Motoroid bike during the Auto 
Expo 2018 in Greater Noida.

Prime Minister  Narendra Modi at the Skheikh Zayed exhibition, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates on Sunday.
AP/PTI

15 months after note ban, RBI 
still processing returned notes

India to buy first stake in Abu 
Dhabi oil fields for $600 mn

RInfra gets approval for NTPC 
plant flue gas de-sulphurisation

Birla Corp Q3 consolidated net 
loss down at INR 21.84 crore

Eight tax officers to 
handle GST-related 
queries on Twitter

JioPhone now 
available on 
MobiKwik
Reliance Jio on Saturday 
partnered with Indian mo-
bile wallet major MobiKwik 
to sell the JioPhone on its 
platform.

“We are proud to be-
come the first mobile wallet 
to sell Jio phones in India. 
Users can book their phone 
in four easy steps and avail 
great benefits as well,” 
Bikram Bir Singh, Business 
Head at MobiKwik, said in a 
statement.

The mobile wallet has 
become the first in the 
country to sell the phone 
on its platform.

MobiKwik users 
can now book Reliance 
JioPhone within seconds. 
The process is as simple 
as recharging their phone 
numbers, the company 
added.

To book the JioPhone, 
MobiKwik users have to 
click on recharge icon from 
homepage and select 
phone booking option 
under “recharge and bill 
payments” category.

Prospective buyers can 
then select JioPhone and 
enter required details to 
book the device.

Reliance announced 
the launch of 4G and VoLTE-
enabled JioPhone on July 
21 last year.

Aimed at over 50 crore 
feature phone users, the 
2.4 inch device has 2MP 
rear camera and runs on 
2000mAh battery. The 
JioPhone has a single Nano-
SIM slot and a microSD card 
slot.

According to industry 
sources, Jio carries more 
than 100 crore GB data per 
month.

Apple AirPod 
explodes in  
the US
In a reminder of the Galaxy 
Note 7 debacle, a Florida 
resident’s Apple AirPod 
(right bud)caught fire 
and exploded, the media 
reported.

“Jason Colon of Tampa, 
Florida was listening to a 
dance mix at LA Fitness 
in St. Petersburg when he 
noticed something strange.

“He saw white smoke 
billowing out and left 
the AirPods on a piece of 
workout equipment and 
got help,” NBC-affiliated 
channel WFLA-TV reported 
late on Friday.

“I did not see it hap-
pen, but I mean, it was 
already fried! You can see 
flame damage,” Colon was 
quoted as saying by the 
channel.

It is not clear what led 
to the incident but Apple is 
said to be investigating.

Notably, this is not the 
first time a popular device 
has gone up in flames. 

At least half a dozen 
cases of Apple iPhone 8 and 
8 Plus batteries swelling 
and phones left split-apart 
were reported in October 
2017. 

The first case was 
reported in Taiwan where 
a woman found her iPhone 
8 swollen and in two 
pieces after plugging it in to 
charge. 

In 2016, Samsung 
recalled Galaxy Note 7 
after some devices caught 
fire due to a defect in the 
batteries. 

Google to display 
Getty Images 
content in its 
products
Getty Images and Google 
have announced a partner-
ship according to which, the 
tech giant can now display 
US-based stock photo 
agency’s content within 
its various products and 
services.

“This (multi-year 
global licensing) agreement 
between Getty Images and 
Google sets the stage for a 
very productive, collabora-
tive relationship between 
our companies,” Dawn 
Airey, CEO, Getty Images, 
said in a statement.

“We will licence our 
market leading content to 
Google, working closely 
with them to improve attri-
bution of our contributors’ 
work and thereby growing 
the ecosystem,” he added.

Airey said that with 
this achievement, both the 
companies could move 
forward “with a strong part-
ner to deliver innovative 
ways to access creative and 
editorial content online.” 

New Delhi, Feb. 11 (PTI): The RBI 
has said that INR 500 and INR 1,000 
notes, returned to banks when the 
government demonetised high 
value currency 15 months ago, 
are still being “processed for their 
arithmetical accuracy and genu-
ineness”.

This is being done in an “expe-
dited manner”, the central bank 
said.

“Specific bank notes are being 
processed for their arithmetical 
accuracy and genuineness and 
the reconciliation for the same is 
ongoing. This information can, 
therefore, be shared on comple-
tion of the process and reconcili-

ation,” the RBI said in reply to an 
RTI application filed by a PTI cor-
respondent.

To a query on the number of 
demonetised notes, it said, “...
subject to future corrections if any, 
arising in the course of verification 
process, the estimated value of 
specified bank notes received as 
on June 30, 2017 is INR 15.28 tril-
lion (lakh crore)”.

Asked to provide the details 
of the deadline for finishing the 
counting of demonetised notes, 
the RBI said “specified bank notes 
are being processed in an expe-
dited manner”.

As on date, 59 sophisticated 

Currency Verification and Process-
ing (CVPS) machines are in opera-
tion in RBI for the purpose, it said.

The reply did not specify the 
location of the machines.

“Besides, eight CVPS machines 
available with commercial banks 
are also being used. In addition to 
this, seven more CVPS machines 
on lease basis have been installed 
at RBI regional offices,” the RTI 
reply said.

The government had on No-
vember 8, 2016 banned the use of 
INR 500 and INR 1,000 notes and 
allowed the holders of these cur-
rency bills to deposit them with 
banks or use them at certain noti-

fied utilities.
In its annual report for 2016-

17 released on August 30 last year, 
the RBI said INR 15.28 lakh crore, 
or 99 per cent of the demonetised 
notes, had returned to the banking 
system.

The central bank said in the 
report, for the year ended June 30, 
2017, that only INR 16,050 crore 
of the INR 15.44 lakh crore in old 
high denomination notes had not 
returned.

As on November 8, 2016, there 
were 1,716.5 crore pieces of INR 
500 and 685.8 crore pieces of INR 
1,000 notes in circulation, totalling 
INR 15.44 lakh crore, it had said.

Abu Dhabi, Feb. 11 (IANS/
WAM):  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s second 
visit to the UAE has resulted 
in an Indian consortium 
gaining stake for the first 
time in Abu Dhabi’s mas-
sive oil resources.

An MoU was signed 
here on Saturday between 
an Indian consortium com-
prising state-run explor-
er ONGC Videsh, Bharat 
PetroResources, Indian Oil 
and the Abu Dhabi Na-
tional Oil Co (Adnoc) for 
acquisition of 10 per cent 
participating interest in 
its offshore Lower Zakum 
Concession.

Abu Dhabi is a constit-
uent of the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), which is a 
member of the Gulf Coop-
eration Council (GCC). The 
UAE is one of the largest 
suppliers of crude oil to 
India and is also the 10th 
largest investor.

The MoU is an impor-
tant milestone in India’s 
search for energy security, 
at a time when oil prices 
have started hardening 
again mainly due to output 
cuts put in place by the Or-
ganisation of Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries (OPEC) 
and non-OPEC producers 
deal deal with a supply glut 
that was pushing down 
prices till last year. 

The consortium, led by 
India’s ONGC Videsh, con-
tributed a participation fee 
of Arab Emirates Dirham 
(AED) 2.2 billion ($600 mil-
lion) to enter the conces-

New Delhi, Feb. 11 (PTI): The Finance Ministry has 
nominated eight tax officers to handle GST-related 
queries on social media site Twitter, according to an 
official order.

It has been decided to assign the charge of han-
dling of queries related to the Goods and Services Tax 
on Twitter/Email to the eight officers with immediate 
effect, it said. The officers - all of them assistant com-
missioners - have been chosen from neighbouring 
commissionerates under the ministry.

They are Raj Karan Agarwal, Rajni Sharma, Rau-
naq Jamil Ansari, Shantanu, Bullo Mamu, Heera Lal, 
Manish Chaudhary and Anshika Agarwal, the order 
said.

“The decision to appoint the officers was taken as 
lots of queries are being raised through social media 
platforms,” a senior finance ministry official said.

These tech-savvy officers will provide online solu-
tions to queries related to the GST, he said. The GST 
is in force since July 1, 2017.
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Fast faster

sion. The concession will 
be operated by ADNOC 
Offshore, a subsidiary of 
ADNOC, on behalf of all 
concession partners.

The agreement, which 
has a term of 40 years and 
an effective date of March 
9, 2018, was signed here on 
Saturday by ONGC Chair-
man Shashi Shanker and 
ADNOC Group Chief Ex-
ecutive Sultan Ahmed Al 
Jaber. 

According to a state-
ment from ONGC’s oversea 
arm, current production at 
the Lower Zakum field is 

about 400,000 barrels a day, 
while the plan is to increase 
the target to 450,000 barrels 
a day by 2025.

Adnoc’s offshore fields 
currently produce about 
1.4 million barrels a day, an 
Adnoc statement said. 

Increased production 
from its offshore reservoirs 
is part of the state-run com-
pany’s plans to raise its 
onshore and offshore out-
put capacity to 3.5 million 
barrels a day by the end of 
2018, it added.

The company also said 
it had received more than 

10 bids from firms seeking 
to operate these offshore 
fields. This agreement will 
enable Adnoc to cater to a 
part of India’s massive oil 
demand, over 80 per cent 
of which is met by imports. 

On Saturday, Adnoc 
also signed an agreement 
with the Indian Strategic 
Petroleum Reserves Ltd to 
implement the strategic 
crude oil storage facility 
on India’s western coast in 
Mangalore (Karnataka) for 
the storage of 5.86 million 
barrels of Adnoc crude in 
underground facilities.

Mumbai, Feb. 11 (IANS): Reliance Infra-
structure (RInfra) said on Sunday that it has 
received approval from state-run power 
generator NTPC for flue gas desulphurisa-
tion works on its plant in Haryana’s Jhajjar.

R-Infra said in a release here that the or-
der value of the project, designed to control 
noxious sulphur dioxide emissions, is INR 
567 crore. In the tender for the project, the 
company had earlier emerged as the lowest 
bidder in a field that included leading In-
dian and foreign engineering procurement 
and construction (EPC) firms.

“Reliance Infrastructure EPC has re-
ceived the Letter of Approval (LoA) from 
National Thermal Power Corporation 
(NTPC) for flue gas desulphurisation works 
of its 3 x 500 MW power plant in Jhajjar, 
Haryana. The order value of the project is 
INR 567 crore,” it said.

“EPC Division of the infrastructure 
major had earlier emerged as the lowest 
bidder amidst competition against leading 
EPC players including BHEL, L&T, and Mit-
subishi Hitachi Power system,” it added.

The scope of the work includes design, 
engineering supply, transportation to site, 
erection and civil work, testing and com-
missioning of complete FGD system.

The project is scheduled to be com-
pleted in 20 months from receipt of the 
Letter of Award for the first unit, with three 
months additional time each for the two 
subsequent units, the statement said. 

RInfra EPC Chief Executive Arun Gupta 
said in a statement: “Our strong credentials 
in FGD works are borne out by the system 
installed by us at Dahanu power plant 
long back in compliance with the statutory 
guidelines of the State Pollution Control 
Board to reduce SO2 emissions.” 

With a view to checking rising levels 
of air pollution, the Union Environment 
Ministry had, in 2015, notified the revised 
standards for emissions to be met by ther-
mal power plants.

“RInfra EPC has been shortlisted for 
some of the prestigious projects like the 
Bandra-Versova Sea Link, Mumbai Coastal 
Road, and the Mumbai-Nagpur Express-
way. 

“RInfra EPC has earlier executed large-
scale projects worth INR 33,000 crore 
including the ultra mega power project 
(UMPP) of 3,960 MW at Sasan, Madhya 
Pradesh,” it added. 

RInfra EPC’s order book curren’ly 
stands at over INR 12,000 crore.

Kolkata, Feb. 11 (PTI): Birla Corporation 
today reported a consolidated net loss 
of INR 21.84 crore for the quarter ended 
December, lower from the year-ago period 
loss of INR 41.29 crore.

The Kolkata-based company said dur-
ing the quarter under review, its revenue 
from operations was at INR 1,389.32 crore, 
up by 12.73 per cent year-on-year.

“Factor that affected operations during 
the quarter was non-availability of railway 
rakes, as these were diverted for carrying 

coal to power plants,” the company said 
in a release.

Birla Corporation’s fuel costs went 
up by 25 per cent in October-December, 
owing to a rise in coal and pet coke prices 
and non-availability of linkage coal, the 
release said.

In the reporting quarter, cement pro-
duction stood at 30.62 lakh ton compared 
to 25.08 lakh ton in the corresponding 
period last fiscal, reflecting an increase of 
22.09 per cent.
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Please Be Reminded

W
ith electioneering picking up in full 
swing across Nagaland, reports of 
cases of violence are also seeing an 
increase. The call by the church in 

the state for clean elections to shun violence and 
other malpractice during the elections did not 
have its desired effect in many areas. The violence 
continues although now it is in fewer number of 
places compared to that of other years. The in-
ducement and the flow of alcohol are sure to con-
tinue in most parts of the state although all the po-
litical parties signed the 18-point pledge(See right 
insert). However it is anybody’s guess that the in-
cidences of violence are from areas where force is 
being used to secure votes against the spirit of de-
mocracy. So diktats in the name of various pseudo 
customary groups are issued to ensure votes for 
only one candidate from a khel/colony/village/
area etc. There were also two points in the pledge 
that was included to curb election-related vio-
lence by supporters. One was the restriction about 
setting up ‘youth camps’. The other pledge was to 
restrict holding feasts, picnics, and processions. It 
is now clear that the areas where use of force was 
the intention the two pledges are being violated. 
The clean election campaign and its associated 
pledge is a moral issue as stated by the Nagaland 
Baptist Church Council (NPCC) with the onus be-
ing on the candidates and the voters. However the 
church body too might have been caught una-
wares in uncertainty that was created by the ‘solu-
tion not election’ campaign, which was launched 
just before the announcement of the assembly 
elections. The NBCC should also be reminded 
that of the many points in the  pledge, a few points 
indicate that it still have some role to play in the 
forthcoming electioneering process than get in-
volved in religion politics at the eleventh hour. All 
is not lost as there are very good signs of improve-
ment from many areas of Nagaland. If not the in-
ducement and alcohol, the use of force and vio-
lence at least needs to be curbed and the church 
needs to remind all about the pledge so that there 
is free and fair voting on the polling day.

God supplies all our needs—one day 
 at a time.

After graduation from college, I had a low-
paying job. Money was tight, and sometimes 
I didn’t even have enough for my next meal. I 

learned to trust God for my daily provision.
It reminded me of the prophet Elijah’s experi-

ence. During his prophetic ministry, he learned to 
trust God to meet his daily needs. Shortly after Elijah 
pronounced God’s judgment of a drought in Israel, 
God sent him to a deserted place, Kerith Ravine, 
where He used the ravens to bring Elijah his daily 
meals and refresh him with water from the brook (1 
Kings 17:1–4).

But a drought occurred. The brook shrank to a 
tiny stream, and slowly became a mere trickle. It was 
only when the brook had dried up that God said: “Go 
at once to Zarephath . . . . I have directed a widow 
there to supply you with food” (v. 9). Zarephath was 
in Phoenicia, whose inhabitants were enemies of the 
Israelites. Would anyone offer Elijah shelter? And 
would a poor widow have food to share?

Most of us would rather God provided in abun-
dance long before our resources were depleted 
rather than just enough for each day. But our loving 
Father whispers, Trust Me. Just as He used ravens 
and a widow to provide for Elijah, nothing is impos-
sible for Him. We can count on His love and power 
to meet our daily needs.

Faithful Father, thank You for knowing exactly 
what we need before we even ask. Help us to 

trust You for our daily needs.

DAILY

PATH

Science Writing: A Neglected Form 
of Literature That Needs Focus

Vikas Datta | IANS

Along with philosophers, tax lawyers and com-
puter programmers, scientists are perceived 
as speaking in a language which is supposedly 

the same as that of common people, but scarcely 
intelligible to them. And then they use strange sym-
bols, complicated equations, and considerable jar-
gon to talk of “things” unlikely to affect an average 
person’s life or to be even seen without specialised 
equipment.

So can scientific writing in any way be even com-
parable to literature? Yes, for scientists, across various 
disciplines, are also dealing with the mysteries of life, 
the universe and everything else, and can express 
themselves on their subject in ways the most lyrical 
poet, the most imaginative novelist or the most inci-
sive historian could well envy.

Be it those trying to discern the cosmos’ origin, 
matter’s structure, the bewildering development 
and processes of life, including by evolution (despite 
what some Indian ministers may think), the abun-
dant marvels of nature (including, but beyond hu-
mans too), and so on, scientists have written about 
their work and findings in absorbing ways.

And in this, they have more to teach us about our-
selves, our past and future, than any preacher, politi-
cian or philosopher ever could.

Let us take a selection from the last century, 
which was full of developments across all spheres of 
science. And since our existence in terms of our posi-
tion in the world and the universe is key, we can start 
with an English physicist, astronomer and math-
ematician placing things in perspective.

“... we attempt to discover the nature and purpose 
of the universe which surrounds our home in time 
and space. Our first impression is something akin to 
terror. We find the universe terrifying because of its 
vast meaningless distances, terrifying because of its 
inconceivably long vistas of time which dwarf human 
history to the twinkling of an eye, terrifying because 
of our extreme loneliness, and because of the mate-
rial insignificance of our home in space -- a millionth 
part of a grain of sand out of all the sea-sand in the 

world. But above all else, we find the uni-
verse terrifying because it appears to be in-
different to life like our own; emotion, am-
bition and achievement, art and religion 
seem equally foreign to its plan,” wrote Sir 
James Hopwood Jeans (1877-1946) in “The 
Mysterious Universe” (1930).

Then, coming to humans, we cannot 
ignore evolution -- and the contribution of 
Charles Darwin. Among the best to explain 
its significance is Helena Cronin (b. 1942), 
a philosopher of biology and co-director of 
the Centre for Philosophy of Natural and 
Social Science and the Darwin Centre at 
the London School of Economics.

“We are all walking archives of ances-
tral wisdom. Our bodies and minds are 
live monuments to our forebears’ rare suc-
cesses. This Darwin has taught us. The human eye, 
our brain, our instincts, are legacies of natural se-
lection’s victories, embodiments of the cumulative 
experience of the past,” she says in the beginning of 
her “The Ant and the Peacock: Altruism and Sexual 
Selection from Darwin to Today” (1991), on one of 
science’s “foremost achievements” -- the Darwinian 
theory.

Then there are those unravellers of life’s basic 
building block -- DNA structure discoverers James 
Watson and Francis Crick.

About the moment of discovery, Crick, in his 
autobiography “What Mad Pursuit” (1988), says his 
research partner remembers he went into the pub 
across the road where they lunched daily and told 
everyone they had discovered the secret of life. “Of 
that I have no recollection, but I do recall going home 
and telling (wife) Odile that we seemed to have made 
a big discovery. Years later she told me that she hadn’t 
believed a word of it. ‘You were always coming home 
and saying things like that,’, she said, ‘so naturally I 
thought nothing of it’...”

Watson, after his “The Double Helix” (1968), fol-
lowed up with “Avoid Boring People” (2007), which 
has each chapter ending with lessons such as “Never 
Be The Brightest Person In A Room”, “Avoid Gather-
ings Of More Two Nobel Prize Winners”, but also 

“Work On Sundays”, and “Put Lots Of Spin On Balls”.
Switching to the physical world, we cannot ignore 

possibly the 20th century’s most well-recognised sci-
entist -- Albert Einstein. Let’s take his insightful es-
say, “Religion and Science”, in which he eloquently 
pleads the case for new, better form of religious expe-
rience which will give rise to a new relation between 
these two.

After discussing the need-based and the social 
impulse-based variants which have in common “the 
anthropomorphic character of their conception of 
God” and which is only surmounted by “individu-
als of exceptional endowment”, he comes to a third 
-- “cosmic religious feeling”, which, according to Ein-
stein, “is the strongest and noblest motive for scien-
tific research”.

For “only those who realise the immense efforts 
and, above all, the devotion without which pioneer 
work in theoretical science cannot be achieved are 
able to grasp the strength of emotion out of which 
alone such work, remote as it is from the immediate 
realities of life, can issue...”.

Can there be any better exposition of science’s 
purpose?

(Vikas Datta is an Associate Editor at IANS.  
The views expressed are personal. He can be 

contacted at vikas.d@ians.in)

BIBLE READ:   1 KINGS 17:7–16
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Do not  worr y  about  tomorrow.      
~  Matthew 6:34

Trust Me

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

H
ere’s a quote from a movie “An empire 
toppled by its enemies can rise again. But 
one which crumbles from within…that’s 
dead…” – Captain America Civil War.

The amount of fake propaganda and internal 
squabbling that is making the upcoming election vio-
lent. We don’t even know our stance. Maybe people 
have figured us out long back. We are in the process 
of destroying ourselves. After the Election, the win-
ning party will take vindictive measures against its 
opponents. Give it another 5 years, we will systemati-
cally disintegrate. Today intending candidates are not 
compelled to talk about agenda because Money is the 
only agenda in the mind of the voters.

The Church also knows very well that clean elec-
tion is a moral issue and they cannot preach auster-
ity and host lavish Jubilees and church programmes 
which are almost entirely funded from the state coffer 

directly or indirectly.
We talk about Clean Candidate but who are we 

to pass that judgement? Isn’t the whole ecosystem 
which envelop us responsible for creating the much-
hated-by-some/much-loved-by-some politician to-
day. Do you think we would elect anyone based on 
Agendas or Vision. We have become blurred in our 
perspective.

Today Students are only fighting for Scholarship 
rather than career, imagine the number of school and 
college dropouts, Do we have a rehab programme in 
place?. Do we have a realistic road map for the young-
er generation? Teachers fighting for salary and we talk 
about upgrading Education system. Govt. Officials 
posted in District HQs don’t have basic amenities and 
we keep upgrading different EACs ADCs offices just to 
list as milestones and achievements. The list will go 
on and on. We know very clearly what our priorities 

are and we should focus on what is important.
With so many educated people online and offline, 

why don’t we list out 5 top requirements for each vil-
lage/town in the constituency and get a clear com-
mitment from the intending candidates as to what 
they can deliver, what they cannot. I am sure with the 
cash crunch, some constituency will get the blessed 
chance of discussing issues with the candidates.

And please think again, Is our Society imploding? 
Are we being systematically manipulated to destroy 
one another by throwing money in front of us? 

Elders and Leaders, Take responsibility to protect 
the sensitive fabric of your villages. Pledge to rein in 
party workers and refrain from divisive politics.

This Election is only a foreign process thrust upon 
us and we should not let it destroy us for the sake of 
the younger generation.           

 Richard Belho

I
ndia – who is not only a signatory 
country of the Universal Decla-
ration of Human Rights but also 
made important contributions 

in drafting the UDHR, has time and 
again proved itself unreliable to its own 
agreed principles in the courses of the 
peace discourses with the Naga Na-
tional Movement which is born out of 
the inherent, legitimate and expressed 
will of the Nagas. And while India may 
take pride for its efficient ability to de-
ceive the Nagas the world must not any 
longer remain silent for consideration 
of the Indian market and must muster 
the moral authority to prevail upon In-
dia to be truthful and in earnest resolve 
one of the world’s longest political con-
flicts, the Indo – Naga political impasse. 

One is reminded that when the 9 – 
Point Agreement, also called the Air Ak-
bar Hydari Agreement was proposed, 
India in no time went back on its own 
words. The first Indo-Naga Ceasefire, 

which was agreed upon in 1964 with 
the Federal Government of Nagaland 
(FGN), was also unilaterally abrogated 
by the Government of India, which 
needs no explanation. And war was 
waged to which the innocent civilians, 
women and children were the worst 
sufferer.

Ultimately, India admitted that this 
is political and not a law and order 
problem and cannot be solved militari-
ly. So when Indian leaders sought po-
litical solution with leaders of the Naga 
National movement, Nagas again were 
not found wanting. And the second In-
do-Naga Ceasefire was declared on July 
25, which comes into effect from the 1st 
of August 1997, between the Govern-
ment of India and the National Socialist 
Council of Nagalim - IM.

It is more than two decades now 
since political negotiations have taken 
place and many hurdles have been 
overcome, with India coming to terms 

with some of issues that are dear to the 
Nagas, without which Nagas will also be 
unable to come to terms with the needs 
of India. However, at various stages of 
the dialogue, the GoI has attempted 
and is still attempting to undo its very 
own agreed principles. This was again 
proven when India wanted to push for 
a solution within its convenient param-
eters if Nagas wants “solution and not 
election”.

On the other hand, in spite of the 
very difficult differences amongst Na-
gas that has come to play in the course 
of the Naga National movement, and 
which has been the excuse for GoI to 
keep delaying the political settlement, 
the coming together of the 6 Naga Na-
tional Political Groups, the various 
tribal hohos and civil society organi-
zations, including the different Indian 
state political parties and groups, along 
with the NSCN-IM which has been 
holding talks for the last more than 20 

years, asking GoI for Solution not elec-
tion at this point in time, the finest op-
portunity to settle the Naga issue was 
provided. But not surprisingly, GoI 
chooses to seek another delay tactic, 
an understandable tactic, which has 
caused many losses to the Nagas both 
physically and psychologically includ-
ing those of tiring out both people in 
the national movement and the Naga 
public. 

However, it will be mutually ben-
eficial and India too will be doing itself 
a big favor if the Naga issue is settled 
honorably as per the understanding 
that have been reached, on the broad-
based laid down parameters from that 
of respecting the unique history and 
situation of the Nagas towards a Peace-
ful Co-existence between Indians and 
Nagas as two entities at the earliest pos-
sible time. 

Neingulo Krome
Secretary General, NPMHR

Are We As a Society Crumbling From Within?

Uphold Peace With Honour

1. Shall not buy votes with money.
2. Shall not insist/force Clan, Khel, Village, and family to declare support for a  

particular candidate.
3. Shall not bribe the voters with money or materials.
4. Shall not distribute party money or provide party-based development work 

during election time.
5. Shall not distribute alcohol, drugs, or other intoxicants to voters.
6. Shall not set up camps in colony/khel/vlllage/town.
7. Shall not put up flags and posters on an individual household except in party 

office and house of the candidate.
8. Shall not provide feasting, picnic, or go for procession.
9. Shall not use force, intimidation and undue influence to the voters.
10. Shall not use the support of underground/NPGs for threatening voters.

11. Shall have a dear and realistic manifesto.
12. Shall avoid house to house campaign.
13. Shall discipline the party workers and educate them with CEC instructed by 

the NBCC.
14. Shall not use/spread false propaganda for personal gain.
15. Shall not be involved in booth capturing and any other activities which are 

unbecoming of any political party.
16. Shall  deliver peace,  justice, and development for our people
17. Shall participate in the Common Platforms organized by the Clean Election 

committee.
18. Shall support NBCC-CEC guidelines in letter and spirit, and cooperate with 

all the initiatives of  Association level CEC-Core Committee.
Issued in public interest

The Pledge Signed by Political Parties and NBCC For Clean Elections
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Paperwork involv-
ing money might seem a bit overwhelming 
today, Aries, and you might ask a friend for 
advice or assistance. This person probably 

knows what it’s all about, so listen even though you 
might not understand much of what he or she says! 
Financial benefits could be in the wind. You may be 
entertaining outrageous fantasies of what you’re going 
to buy with it all. Dream all you want, but be practical 
when the windfall comes!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Some rather 
tedious and boring paperwork you have to 
handle for your business might be a pain in 
the neck now, Taurus, but it should bring a 

lot of benefits to you later. Therefore, you’ll want to 
exercise your usual conscientiousness in order to as-
sure that it gets completed. Your diligence and dedi-
cation should attract the attention of those in author-
ity, so expect advancement in some way. Onward and 
upward!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Books, lectures, 
and other sources of information regarding 
spiritual, metaphysical, or religious matters 
could have your mind spinning, Gemini. What 

you read or hear is likely to be fascinating, but you might 
be too overwhelmed to make sense of it right now. Don’t 
feel that you have to get it all together today. Do some-
thing else, let it all stew, and tomorrow its meaning could 
all appear to you in a rush.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): A goal related 
to business or finance that is very impor-
tant to you could require you to pay a lot 
of attention to paperwork today, Cancer. 

You’re likely to spend most of the day on it since a 
deadline may be involved. Take care, however, that 
you don’t get so caught up in a quest for perfection 
that you stress yourself out. Sometimes obsessive at-
tention can sabotage the very aim you’re working to-
ward. Stay focused and pace yourself.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): The establishment 
of a new business partnership could require 
a lot of paperwork today, Leo. It might be 

really tedious trying to make sense of all the jargon 
involved, but it’s important to you, so you’re likely to 
be more persistent than usual. Someone more famil-
iar with these matters could explain the ins and outs 
to you. This is likely to be a very fortunate develop-
ment for you, so don’t lose heart. Hang in there!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Legal documents 
that concern your business may need to be 
executed today, Virgo. There might be a lot of 
paper to wade through, not to mention jargon 

that appears indecipherable. Don’t get too impatient, 
however, as this is important. Instead, find someone 
more familiar with this sort of thing and get him or her 
to explain it all to you. Then, assuming it’s agreeable, 
take care of it and move on. The results should be well 
worth it!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today you might 
consider making an investment of time, 
energy, and perhaps a little money in a 
creative project of some kind, Libra. This 

could also involve modern technology in some way. 
You could have several colleagues who want to work 
with you on this, and therefore the entire enterprise 
could be very exciting. Be sure not to lose sight of the 
practical details involved or you might never get it 
off the ground.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Visitors might 
come to your home today to discuss busi-
ness of some kind, Scorpio, perhaps job re-
lated, perhaps about an enterprise you’re 

developing on your own. If you aren’t careful, however, 
you could get caught up in conversations that are more 
social than practical and thus lose sight of the reasons 
you got together. Stay focused on the matter at hand 
and you could be pleasantly surprised at the results.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): A rush of 
excess ambition could cause you to channel 
a lot of your physical and mental energy into 
whatever work you’re doing right now, Sagit-

tarius. This might involve writing, teaching, or speak-
ing in some way. As a result of your zeal, your body 
could be exhausted but your mind spinning like a top, 
even though the thoughts coming up may be scattered. 
It might be best to pace yourself now more than you’re 
inclined to. Stay focused!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): An up-
coming visit from someone close may 
have you working overtime in order to fix 
up your house, Capricorn. Therefore, you 

could be tempted to go crazy buying decorative items. 
This is fine up to a point, but be careful! Some of the 
stuff that looks good in the store might not look quite 
the same once you get it home. Your guest is more in-
terested in seeing you. Decorate in moderation, and 
have fun doing it!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Working at 
home might be the answer for you today, 
Aquarius. You could be physically and men-
tally worn out from working too hard, but 

you still have important tasks to complete. You may 
operate better on your own territory right now, without 
having to fight traffic or parking problems. You tend to 
be very conscientious where work is concerned, some-
times to your own detriment. Don’t do this today; oth-
erwise you might burn yourself out.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): News you may re-
ceive about your place of business or the peo-
ple you work for might bring up some doubts 
about your future in this organization, Pisces. 

You might feel that you aren’t getting anywhere. You 
might be considering the possibility of changing jobs or 
even careers. Someone may put forth a type of opportu-
nity that you’ve never considered before. Think about it, 
but don’t decide for a few days.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Jessa Gamble | Aeon

Work, friendships, exercise, parent-
ing, eating, reading — there just 
aren’t enough hours in the day. To 

live fully, many of us carve those extra hours 
out of our sleep time. Then we pay for it the 
next day. A thirst for life leads many to pine 
for a drastic reduction, if not elimination, of 
the human need for sleep. Little wonder: if 
there were a widespread disease that simi-
larly deprived people of a third of their con-
scious lives, the search for a cure would be 
lavishly funded. It’s the Holy Grail of sleep 
researchers, and they might be closing in.

As with most human behaviours, it’s 
hard to tease out our biological need for 
sleep from the cultural practices that in-
terpret it. The practice of sleeping for eight 
hours on a soft, raised platform, alone or in 
pairs, is actually atypical for humans. Many 
traditional societies sleep more sporadi-
cally, and social activity carries on through-
out the night. Group members get up when 
something interesting is going on, and 
sometimes they fall asleep in the middle of 
a conversation as a polite way of exiting an 
argument. Sleeping is universal, but there 
is glorious diversity in the ways we accom-
plish it.

Different species also seem to vary wide-
ly in their sleeping behaviours. Herbivores 
sleep far less than carnivores — four hours 
for an elephant, compared with almost 20 
hours for a lion — presumably because it 
takes them longer to feed themselves, and 
vigilance is selected for. As omnivores, hu-
mans fall between the two sleep orienta-
tions. Circadian rhythms, the body’s master 
clock, allow us to anticipate daily environ-
mental cycles and arrange our organ’s func-
tions along a timeline so that they do not 
interfere with one another.

Our internal clock is based on a chemi-
cal oscillation, a feedback loop on the cel-
lular level that takes 24 hours to complete 
and is overseen by a clump of brain cells 
behind our eyes (near the meeting point of 
our optic nerves). Even deep in a cave with 
no access to light or clocks, our bodies keep 
an internal schedule of almost exactly 24 
hours. This isolated state is called ‘free-run-
ning’, and we know it’s driven from within 
because our body clock runs just a bit slow. 
When there is no light to reset it, we wake 
up a few minutes later each day. It’s a deeply 
engrained cycle found in every known mul-
ti-cellular organism, as inevitable as the ro-
tation of the Earth — and the correspond-
ing day-night cycles — that shaped it.

Human sleep comprises several 
90-minute cycles of brain activity. In a per-
son who is awake, electroencephalogram 
(EEG) readings are very complex, but as 
sleep sets in, the brain waves get slower, de-
scending through Stage 1 (relaxation) and 
Stage 2 (light sleep) down to Stage 3 and 
slow-wave deep sleep. After this restora-
tive phase, the brain has a spurt of rapid 
eye movement (REM) sleep, which in many 
ways resembles the waking brain. Woken 
from this phase, sleepers are likely to report 
dreaming.

One of the most valuable outcomes of 
work on sleep deprivation is the emergence 
of clear individual differences — groups of 
people who reliably perform better after 
sleepless nights, as well as those who suf-
fer disproportionately. The division is quite 
stark and seems based on a few gene vari-
ants that code for neurotransmitter recep-
tors, opening the possibility that it will soon 
be possible to tailor stimulant variety and 
dosage to genetic type.

Around the turn of this millennium, the 
biological imperative to sleep for a third of 
every 24-hour period began to seem quaint 
and unnecessary. Just as the birth control 
pill had uncoupled sex from reproduction, 
designer stimulants seemed poised to re-
move us yet further from the archaic re-
quirements of the animal kingdom.

Any remedy for sleepiness must target 
the brain’s prefrontal cortex. The executive 
functions of the brain are particularly vul-
nerable to sleep deprivation, and people 
who are sleep-deprived are both more like-
ly to take risks, and less likely to be able to 
make novel or imaginative decisions, or to 

plan a course of action. Designer stimulants 
such as modafinil and armodafinil (mar-
keted as Provigil and Nuvigil) bring these 
areas back online and are highly effective at 
countering the negative effects of sleep loss. 
Over the course of 60 hours awake, a 400mg 
dose of modafinil every eight hours rein-
states rested performance levels in every-
thing from stamina for boring tasks to origi-
nality for complex ones. It staves off the risk 
propensity that accompanies sleepiness 
and brings both declarative memory (facts 
or personal experiences) and non-declara-
tive memory (learned skills or unconscious 
associations) back up to snuff.

It’s impressive, but also roughly iden-
tical to the restorative effects of 20 mg of 
dextroamphetamine or 600 mg of caffeine 
(the equivalent of around six coffee cups). 
Though caffeine has a shorter half-life and 
has to be taken every four hours or so, it 
enjoys the advantages of being ubiquitous 
and cheap.

For any college student who has pulled 
an all-nighter guzzling energy drinks to fin-
ish an essay, it should come as no surprise 
that designer stimulants enable extended, 
focused work. A more challenging test, for a 
person wired on amphetamines, would be 
to successfully navigate a phone call from 
his or her grandmother. It is very difficult to 
design a stimulant that offers focus without 
tunnelling – that is, without losing the abil-
ity to relate well to one’s wider environment 
and therefore make socially nuanced deci-
sions. Irritability and impatience grate on 
team dynamics and social skills, but such 
nuances are usually missed in drug studies, 
where they are usually treated as unreliable 
self-reported data. These problems were 
largely ignored in the early enthusiasm for 
drug-based ways to reduce sleep.

They came to light in an ingenious ex-
perimental paradigm designed at the gov-
ernment agency Defence Research and 
Development Canada. In 1996, the defence 
psychologist Martin Taylor paired volun-
teers and gave each member of the duo 
a map. One of the two maps had a route 
marked on it and the task was for the in-
dividual who had the marked map to de-
scribe it accurately enough for their partner 
to reproduce it on their map. Meanwhile, 
the researchers listened in on the verbal 
dialogue. Control group volunteers often 
introduced a landmark on the map by a 
question such as: ‘Do you see the park just 
west of the roundabout?’ Volunteers on the 
stimulant modafinil omitted these feed-
back requests, instead providing brusque, 
non-question instructions, such as: ‘Exit 
West at the roundabout, then turn left at the 
park.’ Their dialogues were shorter and they 
produced less accurate maps than control 
volunteers. What is more, modafinil causes 
an overestimation of one’s own perform-
ance: those individuals on modafinil not 
only performed worse, but were less likely 
to notice that they did.

The friendly fire incident resulted in a 
court martial, but in the media it was the 

drugs that were on trial
One reason why stimulants have proved 

a disappointment in reducing sleep is that 
we still don’t really understand enough 
about why we sleep in the first place. More 
than a hundred years of sleep deprivation 
studies have confirmed the truism that 
sleep deprivation makes people sleepy. 
Slow reaction times, reduced information 
processing capacity, and failures of sus-
tained attention are all part of sleepiness, 
but the most reliable indicator is shortened 
sleep latency, or the tendency to fall asleep 
faster when lying in a dark room. An exas-
peratingly recursive conclusion remains 
that sleep’s primary function is to maintain 
our wakefulness during the day.

Since stimulants have failed to offer a bi-
ological substitute for sleep, the new watch-
word of sleep innovators is ‘efficiency’, 
which means in effect reducing the number 
of hours of sleep needed for full functionali-
ty. The Defense Advanced Research Projects 
Agency (DARPA) – the research arm of the 
US military – leads the way in squeezing a 
full night’s sleep into fewer hours, by forc-
ing sleep the moment head meets pillow, 
and by concentrating that sleep into only 

the most restorative stages. Soldiers on ac-
tive duty need to function at their cognitive 
and physiological best, even when they are 
getting only a few hours sleep in a 24-hour 
cycle.

Nancy Wesensten, a psychologist for the 
Center for Military Psychiatry and Neuro-
science at the Walter Reed Army Institute of 
Research in Maryland, has a mission to find 
ways to sustain soldier operations for long-
er, fighting the effects of acute or chronic 
sleep deprivation. She has argued that in-
dividual’s sleep should be regarded as an 
important resource, just like food or fuel. 
Working with the Marine corps, Wesensten 
is not trying to create a super warrior who 
can stay awake indefinitely. She does not 
even see herself trying to enhance perform-
ance, as she already considers her subjects 
the elite of the elite. Everyone has to sleep 
eventually, but the theatre of war requires 
soldiers to stay awake and alert for long 
stretches at a time.

Whereas the US Army and Air Force 
have a long history of adopting stimulants 
— pioneering modafinil applications and 
dextroamphetamine use in 24-hour flights 
— the Marines generally will not accept 
any pharmacological intervention. Like 
Wesensten, Chris Berka, the co-founder of 
Advanced Brain Monitoring (ABM), one 
of DARPA’s research partners, told me that 
she is cautious about the usefulness of 
stimulants, ‘Every so often, a new stimulant 
comes along, and it works well, and there’s 
a lot of interest, and then you don’t hear 
anything more about it, because it has its 
limitations.’

Some failed Air Force missions have 
drawn attention to the dangers of amphet-
amine-induced paranoia. Less than a dec-
ade after a 1992 Air Force ban on ampheta-
mines, ‘go pills’ were quietly reintroduced 
to combat pilots for long sorties during the 
war in Afghanistan. On 17 April 2002, Ma-
jor Harry Schmidt, who had trained as a top 
gun fighter pilot, was flying an F-16 fighter 
jet over Kandahar. Canadian soldiers below 
him were conducting an exercise, and con-
trollers told Schmidt to hold his fire. Con-
vinced he was under attack, the speed-ad-
dled pilot let loose and killed four Canadian 
soldiers. The friendly fire incident resulted 
in a court martial, but in the media it was 
the drugs that were on trial.

With military personnel in mind, ABM 
has developed a mask called the Somneo 
Sleep Trainer that exploits one- or two-hour 
windows for strategic naps in mobile sleep-
ing environments. Screening out ambi-
ent noise and visual distractions, the mask 
carries a heating element around the eyes, 
based on the finding that facial warming 
helps send people to sleep. It also carries a 
blue light that gradually brightens as your 
set alarm time approaches, suppressing the 
sleep hormone melatonin for a less groggy 
awakening.

Sleep ideally contains multiple 60- to 
90-minute cycles, from slow-wave sleep 
back up to REM, but a 20-minute nap is 
all about dipping into Stage 2 as quickly as 
possible. The idea of the Somneo is to fast-
track through Stage 1 sleep, a gateway stage 
with few inherent benefits, and enter Stage 
2, which at least restores fatigued muscles 
and replenishes alertness.

For Marines at Camp Pendleton near 
San Diego, four hours of sleep or less is one 
of the rigours of both basic and advanced 
training. As a character-building stressor, 
night after night of privation is a personal 
endurance test but, as Wesensten has ar-
gued, it runs counter to other goals of their 
training, such as learning how to handle 
guns safely, and then remembering that in-
formation in a month’s time. Berka agrees. 
‘We demonstrated cumulative effects of 
chronic sleep deprivation, even prior to 
deployment, and it was having an impact 
on learning and memory,’ she explained, 
after ABM had brought brain-monitoring 
devices into the camp for 28 days of meas-
urement. ‘It was defeating the purpose of 
training for new skill sets, and command 
acknowledged this was important.’ It’s not 
cheap to equip dozens of trainees with 
night goggles and train them to distinguish 
foes from friends — all the while paying out 

salaries.
Darkness and diet are ways of practising 

‘sleep hygiene’, or a suite of behaviours to 
optimise a healthy slumber

The Somneo mask is only one of many 
attempts to maintain clarity in the mind of 
a soldier. Another initiative involves dietary 
supplements. Omega-3 fatty acids, such as 
those found in fish oils, sustain perform-
ance over 48 hours without sleep — as well 
as boosting attention and learning — and 
Marines can expect to see more of the nu-
tritional supplement making its way into 
rations. The question remains whether 
measures that block short-term sleep dep-
rivation symptoms will also protect against 
its long-term effects. A scan of the litera-
ture warns us that years of sleep deficit will 
make us fat, sick and stupid. A growing list 
of ailments has been linked to circadian 
disturbance as a risk factor.

Both the Somneo mask and the supple-
ments — in other words, darkness and diet 
— are ways of practising ‘sleep hygiene’, or 
a suite of behaviours to optimise a healthy 
slumber. These can bring the effect of a 
truncated night’s rest up to the expected 
norm — eight hours of satisfying shut-eye. 
But proponents of human enhancement 
aren’t satisfied with normal. Always push-
ing the boundaries, some techno-pioneers 
will go to radical lengths to shrug off the 
need for sleep altogether.

Charles ‘Chip’ Fisher, an entrepreneur 
from New York, sits in front of a full book-
case, hands folded, ready to pitch his prod-
uct to the internet. On a polished dark 
wood table in front of him rests the device, 
consisting of a power source that deliv-
ers electrical current to two spongy yellow 
spheres. To begin the online instructional 
video, Fisher dips the sponges in a glass of 
water and tucks them, dripping, under a 
headband, just above his sideburns. The 
device is dialled up, and Fisher blinks calm-
ly into the camera as the pulses penetrate 
his skull to the prefrontal cortical area of his 
brain. What distinguishes his device — FDA 
approved since 1991 — from the kind of 
quack products flogged to impulse-buyers 
is that it is staggeringly effective at treating 
insomnia, among other ailments. It’s also 
part of a new class of armament in the war 
against sleep.

Fisher is the president of Fisher Wallace 
Laboratories of Madison Avenue in New 
York, and the consumer electronics indus-
try has been a family affair for him since the 
golden age of the vacuum tube, when his 
father’s company marketed the ubiquitous 
Fisher Radio receivers. His pitch has all the 
trappings of a late-night infomercial — the 
testimonials, the money-back guaran-
tee, the clips from mid-tier CBS television 
shows — every kind of emotional argu-
ment likely to sway a rationalist away from 
a purchase. Fisher acquired the patent for 
a transcranial stimulation device from the 
brothers Saul and Bernard Liss, both elec-
trical engineers from the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology. He sees the body as a 
collection of materials, some more conduc-
tive and others more resistant to electricity. 
‘The need to pierce bone and skull means 
we need a higher carrier frequency, which 
is the 15,000 Hz frequency. That’s combined 
with 500 Hz and 15 Hz,’ Fisher told me. ‘It 
took eight to 12 years to derive those values. 
The body is influenced by frequencies be-
tween zero and 40 Hz.’ Those searching for 
a treatment for insomnia are Fisher’s big-
gest and fastest-growing market. Someone 
with intractable insomnia will try just about 
anything to get some sleep.

Transcranial direct-current stimula-
tion (tDCS) is a promising technology in 
the field of sleep efficiency and cognitive 
enhancement. Alternating current admin-
istered to the dorsolateral prefrontal cortex 
through the thinnest part of the skull has 
beneficial effects almost as mysterious as 
electroconvulsive therapy (ECT), its amne-
sia-inducing ancestor. Also known as ‘shock 
therapy’, ECT earned a bad name through 
overuse, epitomised in Ken Kesey’s novel 
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (1962) 
and its 1975 film adaptation, but it is sur-
prisingly effective in alleviating severe de-
pression. We don’t really understand why 

this works, and even in today’s milder and 
more targeted ECT, side effects make it a 
last resort for cases that don’t respond to 
drug treatment. In contrast to ECT, tDCS 
uses a very mild charge, not enough directly 
to cause neurons to fire, but just enough to 
slightly change their polarisation, lowering 
the threshold at which they do so.

Electrodes on the scalp above the hair-
line, in line with the temples, deliver a slight, 
brief tingling, after which there is no sensa-
tion of anything amiss. ‘We use that tingling 
feeling to create our sham paradigm,’ Andy 
McKinley of the US Air Force Research 
Laboratory’s Human Effectiveness Directo-
rate told me. ‘The control subjects receive 
only a few seconds of stimulation — not 
enough to have any cognitive effects but 
enough to give them the same sensation on 
their skin.’ After a half-hour session of the 
real treatment, subjects are energised, fo-
cused and keenly awake. They learn visual 
search skills at double the speed, and their 
subsequent sleep — as long as it does not 
fall directly after the stimulation session — 
is more consolidated, with briefer waking 
periods and longer deep-sleep sessions. To 
combat insomnia, this type of treatment is 
used daily in two-week sessions, according 
to clinical recommendations by Richard 
Brown, professor of psychiatry at Columbia 
University College of Physicians and Sur-
geons. The mechanism might lie in its anti-
anxiety effects: patients familiar with Xanax 
or Valium describe their post-tCDS mood 
as a clear-headed version of taking these 
medications.

Negative effects on the brain have not 
yet been observed, and the FDA has ap-
proved some devices, such as the Fisher 
Wallace Stimulator, for unsupervised home 
use, but long-term effects are still unknown. 
The neurologist Soroush Zaghi and his 
team at Harvard Medical School are on the 
trail of how, exactly, these clinical outcomes 
are achieved. Once this is established, po-
tential dangers will be easier to look for.

Using a slightly different technique — 
transcranial magnetic stimulation (TMS), 
which directly causes neurons to fire — 
neuroscientists at Duke University have 
been able to induce slow-wave oscillations, 
the once-per-second ripples of brain activi-
ty that we see in deep sleep. Targeting a cen-
tral region at the top of the scalp, slow-fre-
quency pulses reach the neural area where 
slow-wave sleep is generated, after which it 
propagates to the rest of the brain. Whereas 
the Somneo mask is designed to send its 
wearers into a light sleep faster, TMS devic-
es might be able to launch us straight into 
deep sleep at the flip of a switch. Full con-
trol of our sleep cycles could maximise time 
spent in slow-wave sleep and REM, ensur-
ing full physical and mental benefits while 
cutting sleep time in half. Your four hours 
of sleep could feel like someone else’s eight. 
Imagine being able to read an extra book 
every week — the time adds up quickly.

Never mind that if we are to speak of 
maintaining natural sleep patterns, 

that ship sailed as soon as artificial light 
turned every indoor environment into a 

perpetual mid-afternoon in May
The question is whether the strangeness 

of the idea will keep us from accepting it. If 
society rejects sleep curtailment, it won’t 
be a biological issue; rather, the resistance 
will be cultural. The war against sleep is 
inextricably linked with debates over hu-
man enhancement, because an eight-hour 
consolidated sleep is the ultimate cognitive 
enhancer. Sleepiness and a lack of men-
tal focus are indistinguishable, and many 
of the pharmaceutically based cognitive 
enhancers on the market work to combat 
both. If only it were possible for the restora-
tive functions that happen during sleep to 
occur simply during waking hours instead. 
One reason why we need to shut down 
our conscious selves to perform routine 
maintenance is that our visual system is so 
greedy. Glucose metabolism is a zero-sum 
game, and functional MRI studies show a 
radically different pattern of glucose me-
tabolism during sleep, with distinct regions 
activated either in active or sleep states but 
not in both. 

To be continued...

The End of Sleep?



NEWS IN BRIEF
Modi meets Kyrgyzstan PM
Dubai, Feb. 11 (IANS): Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Sunday met his Kyrgyz coun-
terpart Sapar Isakov on the sidelines of the World 
Government Summit here. The two leaders shared 
views on bilateral and regional issues, Indian Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry spokesperson Raveesh Kumar 
tweeted. Modi visited Kyrgyzstan in 2015 in what 
was the first prime ministerial visit from India to 
that country in 20 years.  India was among the first 
countries to establish diplomatic ties with Kyr-
gyzstan when it became independent in 1991 after 
the Soviet Union broke up.

International Publishers Con-
gress begins in Delhi
New Delhi, Feb. 11 (IANS): The 32nd edition of the 
International Publishers Congress started here on 
Sunday with an aim to discuss the challenges faced 
by the publishing industry. The Congress, organised 
by the Federation of Indian Publishers (FIP), will 
be held at the Taj Palace Hotel here till February 13 
and will be attended by nearly 500 delegates. This is 
the second time the event is being hosted by India 
after 1992. The sessions will aim to discuss subjects 
like -- do awards and recognition help, social re-
sponsibility of publishers, copyright challenges and 
self-censorship, FIP said in a statement. Discussions 
will also be held on online literature, bringing pub-
lishing markets together, book markets in India and 
educational publishing.

Dalit man threatens to commit 
suicide over land grab, arrested 
Muzaffarnagar, Feb. 11 (PTI): A Dalit man was taken 
into preventive custody in Muzaffarnagar after he 
threatened to commit suicide because his land 
was allegedly grabbed by a few influential people 
in the city, police said today. Sudesh Kumar, 35, 
was arrested last evening for fear of law and order 
situation, they said. Kumar had threatened to either 
kill himself or convert to Islam after his land was 
allegedly grabbed by a few influential people, city 
magistrate Vaibhav Mishra said. Mishra said a case 
in connection with the land was pending before a 
court. He has been taken into custody for breach of 
peace and creating public disorder under Section 
107/151 of the CrPC.

Debt-ridden man kills himself
Muzaffarnagar, Feb. 11 (PTI): A 30-year-old man 
allegedly committed suicide by hanging himself 
from the ceiling of his home in Muzaffarnagar dis-
trict, owing to heavy debts, police said today. Suresh 
Kumar, a resident of Vahelna village, was worried 
over the burgeoning debt and he was threatened 
by a few people over the matter, his wife said. He 
killed himself yesterday. The body has been sent for 
a post-mortem examination.

Four held for allegedly attempt-
ing to roda bank 
Jaipur, Feb. 11 (PTI): Four persons were arrested 
for allegedly attempting a burglary at a bank in the 
Gudagodji town of Rajasthan’s Jhunjhunu district, 
police said today. Of the four arrested persons, one 
has claimed that he was a part of the elite President’s 
Bodyguard (PBG), they said. “Four persons were 
arrested while attempting a burglary at a bank late 
Saturday night. One of the arrested accused has 
claimed himself to be a President’s Bodyguard 
(PBG). We need to verify his identity,” SP, Jhunjhunu, 
Manish Agarwal said. The accused claiming to be 
President’s bodyguard was identified as Sandeep 
Rajput, resident of Kishorpura area, he added. The 
other three accused were Vikas Meena, Sanjay Singh 
and Shakti Singh, Agarwal said. A car was also re-
covered from the accused, police said. The accused 
had allegedly entered the bank by breaking open the 
shutters, police said. 

Man gets life term for stabbing 
wife 21 times with knife 
New Delhi, Feb. 11 (PTI): A man has been sentenced 
to life imprisonment by the Delhi High Court for 
brutally stabbing his wife to death 21 times with a 
peeler knife six years ago. The court noted that the 
assault on the woman’s head was “so brutal” that 
it resulted in fracture of underlying skull bone. A 
bench of justices Sunil Gaur and Prathiba M Singh 
dismissed the appeal of Devender Dass saying it 
was without any substance and upheld his con-
viction and sentence of life imprisonment by the 
trial court. The man had murdered his wife on the 
intervening night of October 31 and November 1, 
2012 by stabbing her 21 times with a peeler knife 
and hitting with a brick. He committed the crime 
following a quarrel with his wife. The bench said 
the man had acted in a “cruel manner” in brutally 
assaulting his wife without any provocation. The 
incident had come to light when the man’s landlord 
informed the police.

Jawan killed in IED blast triggered 
by Naxals in Chhattisgarh
Raipur, Feb. 11 (PTI): A jawan of the District Re-
serve Guard (DRG) was killed when a pressure 
bomb planted by Naxals went off in Chhattisgarh’s 
Bijapur district this morning, police said. The DRG 
team was out on an area domination operation in a 
forest near Tippapuram, about 500 kms from here, 
when the blast occurred, a senior police official told 
PTI. While cordoning off a nearby forest border-
ing Telangana, an assistant constable of the DRG 
inadvertently stepped on the pressure improvised 
explosive device (IED) connection following which 
it exploded, he said. The security personnel, identi-
fied as Sondhar Hemla, died on the spot, he said. 
Efforts were on to retrieve the body from the forest, 
the official said, adding that a combing operation 
was underway in the region.

Major fire at scrap market in 
Mumbai; no casulty
Mumbai, Feb. 11 (PTI): A major fire broke out at a 
scrap market in suburban Kurla this morning, a fire 
brigade official said. No casualty has been reported 
in the incident, he said. “The blaze started at a scrap 
shop in the market near Ghatkopar-Mankhurd Link 
Road in Kurla around 6 am and spread to other 
adjacent galas (shops),” the official said. The flames 
engulfed the packing material, stock of oil and 
chemicals, scrap material kept in the area, he added.

8 NATION
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Monday, February 12, 2018

‘Competitive communalism’ the agenda 
of ‘party of Hindutva’ — Tharoor

India, UAE to work together to fulfil 
Indian diaspora dreams — Modi

Issue of strikes on security forces 
needs to be looked into — Sinha Sinha 

Delhi held to ransom by traders: 
HC on amendment of masterplan 

Reveal Rafale truth to clear doubts — Antony

Zero expenditure on 49 major 
projects — Delhi rebel MLA

15 months after note ban, RBI 
still processing returned notes

Rajasthan BJP leader wants change in 
state leadership; awaits Shah’s response

Shashi Tharoor

Kolkata, Feb. 11 (IANS): 
Congress leader Shashi 
Tharoor on Saturday 
made a veiled attack on 
the BJP, accusing it of 
practising “competitive 
communalism” in the 
name of Hindutva and 
claimed his party chooses 
the politics of perform-
ance over the ongoing 
politics of identity to gov-
ern the country.

“The issues that touch 
your wallet, your daily life 
need to be focused on. 
Competitive communal-
ism is the agenda only 
of one party, the party of 
Hindutva. Our agenda 
is truly to challenge the 
government on perform-
ance. 

“In the battle between 
politics of identity and 
politics of performance, 
we hope we will be prevail 
with the Indian voters 
who would want to see 
their politicians perform-
ing for them,” Tharoor 
said at a session on his 
latest book “Why I am 
a Hindu” at the Kolkata 
Literary Festival here.

He said it is important 

to make people aware of 
the nuances of Hinduism 
as opposed to the hard-
liner Hindutva ideology 
practised by some sec-
tions of Indian society to 
put aside the arguments 
on religion and focus on 
more pertinent issues 
like price rise and lack of 
development under the 
present regime.

“If we can do that 
then we can put aside the 
Hindutva issue, the po-
larisation argument and 
talk about development. 
Then we can talk about 
the young people who 
were promised jobs four 
years ago and still have 

not got it or the house-
wives who were paying 
Rs 390 for a gas cylinder 
during the UPA, are now 
paying Rs 790 because the 
government has removed 
all the subsidies.

“For a government, 
the responsibility is if 
anybody breaks the law, 
whether they do it in the 
name of religion or some-
thing else, they should not 
worry about the religion 
part and focus on their 
actions to punish them,” 
he pointed out.

About the acceptance 
and diverse nature of 
Hinduism, Tharoor said 
the argument on religion 

should not be between 
the believers and the sec-
ular.

If you make it that 
way, then those who 
practise Hindutva would 
say vote for us because 
we are Hindus and they 
are not. But within the 
belief we can say to 
the Hindus, that their 
teaching of Hindutva is 
wrong...” he said.

Tharoor said true 
Hinduism teaches ac-
ceptance which is more 
important than tolerance 
because while the idea 
of tolerance is somewhat 
patronising, acceptance 
teaches to be respectful of 
others’ beliefs.

“The problem is not 
the religion but the fol-
lowers of the religion who 
distorted the essence to 
use it as a weapon or an 
instrument to attack oth-
ers. 

There are good things 
in every religion but those 
who choose to use reli-
gion as a political instru-
ment or an act of vio-
lence against other, are 
the problem,” he added.

Dubai, Feb. 11 (IANS): 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Sunday said 
India-UAE ties go beyond 
trade and both countries 
will work together to fulfil 
the dreams of the Indian 
diaspora in the Gulf coun-
try.

“I assure you that we 
will work together to bring 
to reality the dreams you 
see, here and in India,” 
Modi said.

He was  address -
ing hundreds of Indians 
working in the UAE who 
had gathered at the iconic 
Dubai Opera House here 
to listen to him.

“Our relation with the 
UAE is not just that of a 
buyer and a seller. It has 
become much more,” 
Modi said in his speech 
in Hindi.

He thanked the Gulf 
countries -- a home to 
nearly 3.3 million strong 
Indian diaspora -- for 
providing them “a home 
away from home”.

Modi also witnessed 
through video-confer-
encing the foundation 
stone-laying ceremony 
of the Bochasanwasi 
Shri Akshar Purushot-
tam Swaminarayan San-

stha (BAPS) temple on 
the Abu Dhabi-Dubai 
highway.

The ground-breaking 
ceremony of the first 
Hindu temple in Abu 
Dhabi was live-streamed 
to the Dubai Opera 
House.

Modi thanked Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi 
Mohamed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan on behalf of 
1.25 billion Indians for 
the construction of the 
temple.

“I believe this temple 
will not only be unique in 
terms of architecture and 
splendour, but will also 
give a message of ‘Vasud-
haiva Kutumbakam’ (the 
world is one family) to 
people across the world,” 
Modi said.

Wooing UAE busi-
nessmen to invest in In-
dia, Modi said India’s leap 
in World Bank’s ease of 
doing business rankings 
from 142 to 100 was “un-
precedented, but we are 
not satisfied”. “We want 
to do better. We will do 
whatever it takes to make 
it possible,” Modi said.

This is Modi’s second 
visit to the UAE after his 
trip in 2015.

New Delhi, Feb. 11 (PTI): 
A day after terrorists tar-
geted an army camp in 
Jammu, senior BJP leader 
Yashwant Sinha today 
said the issue of repeated 
strikes on security forc-
es needed to be looked 
into and rued that India 
looked “weak” after such 
attacks.

He also said the attack 
showed that the measures 
taken to deal with terror-
ists had not yielded re-
sults and asked the Centre 
to take all possible steps 
to prevent such incidents 
from occurring in the fu-
ture.

“It needs to be looked 
at seriously that why such 
attacks are happening on 
the bases of our security 
forces, their camps. This 
happens nowhere. There 
are several countries ex-
posed to terror threats, 
but none of them feels as 
weak, as helpless as we 
seem to be today,” the 
former Union minister 
told reporters at his resi-

dence in Uttar Pradesh’s 
Noida.

Noting that the inci-
dent was the latest one in 
a series of such attacks, 
Sinha said as a country, 
India needed to vow that 
it would not allow such 
attacks to take place on 
its soil.

“ The same ar my 
camp was attacked in 
2003 as well. There were 
intelligence inputs then 
about the attack. This is 
something that no nation 
will feel proud about,” he 
added.

The disgruntled BJP 
leader, who has criticised 
the Centre on a host of 
issues in the past, said 
bullets were being fired 
from across the border, 
notwithstanding Union 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh’s assertion that In-
dia “won’t count bullets, 
if attacked”.

India never attacked 
anyone, but it would re-
taliate and “not count the 
bullets” if attacked, Singh 

had said in October, 2016 
after assessing the secu-
rity arrangements along 
the Indo-Pak border, in 
the wake of the army’s 
surgical strikes on terror 
launchpads across the 
Line of Control (LoC).

Singh, who visited the 
BSF’s Munabao Border 
Outpost, had assured the 
security personnel that 
the government would 
do everything to improve 
the border infrastructure, 
including completing the 
process of floodlighting 
and building a parallel 
road along the fencing, 
and their service condi-
tions.

A group of heavily 
armed suspected Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM) terror-
ists struck the sprawling 
camp of the 36 brigade 
of Jammu and Kashmir 
Light Infantry in Sunjwan, 
Jammu, in a pre- dawn at-
tack yesterday.

Six people, including 
five army personnel, were 
killed in the attack.

New Delhi, Feb .11 (PTI): 
In an apparent disap-
proval of the govern-
ment’s proposed amend-
ment of the master plan 
after traders protested 
against the sealing drive, 
the Delhi High Court has 
observed that a few peo-
ple have “held the city to 
ransom”.

A bench of Acting 
Chief Justice Gita Mit-
tal and Justice C Hari 
Shankar further observed 
that by sitting on a dharna 
“you can get the master 
plan changed”.

“Not because it is re-
quired nor after checking 
if the city can handle it. 
It is done because a few 
hundred people sit on a 
dharna.

“The master plan is 
being amended because 
the traders have held the 
city to ransom by pull-
ing down their shut-
ters,” it said and asked 
the authorities whether 
an environment impact 

assessment was conduct-
ed before proposing to 
amend the Master Plan-
2021.

The Master Plan-2021 
is a blueprint for urban 
planning and expan-
sion in the metropolis to 
ensure overall develop-
ment and the proposed 
amendments were for 
bringing a uniform floor 
area ratio (FAR) for shop-
cum-residential plots and 
complexes on par with 
residential plots.

The observations by 
the bench came while 
hearing matters pertain-
ing to unauthorised con-
structions and encroach-
ment of public land.

The traders, across 
Delhi, had on February 
2 shut down their shops 
in protest against the 
sealing of commercial 
establishments running 
from residential areas or 
premises.

The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority had, 

thereafter, proposed to 
amend the master plan 
by providing uniform FAR 
for shop- cum-residence 
plots or complexes on 
par with residential plots, 
as given to properties on 
mixed-use street.

The FAR is the ratio of 
a building’s total floor area 
(gross floor area) to the 
size of the piece of land on 
which it is built.

The Supreme Court 
had earlier observed that 
the rule of law over sanc-
tion to construct build-
ings had “completely bro-
ken down” in Delhi and 
expressed concern over 
illegal construction.

It had also ordered 
restoration of its 2006 
monitoring committee 
to identify and seal such 
offending structures.

With the commence-
ment of the sealing 
drive, the traders had 
protested by shutting 
their shops as well as go-
ing on dharnas.

Kochi, Feb. 11 (IANS): Former Defence 
Minister and senior Congress leader A.K. 
Antony on Sunday asked the Central 
government to reveal the purchase price 
and other terms and conditions of the 
Rafale fighter deal with France to clear 
doubts about the controversial defence 
contract.

“In the best interest of all, the Centre 
has to reveal the terms and conditions 
and the price of the Rafale deal. There 
is no other way out of this and the 
public should be made aware of this to 
clear doubts that have cropped up in 
the minds of people,” Antony told the 
media.

The Congress-led United Progressive 

Alliance (UPA) government had floated a 
tender in 2007 to purchase 126 Medium 
Multi-Role Combat Aircraft (MMRCA) 
for the Air Force.  

However, the deal could not be final-
ised during the UPA and instead, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s government 
signed a contract to procure 36 Rafale 
fighter jets from France. 

The Congress has ramped up its at-
tack against the government over the 
Rafale issue.

On February 9, the Congress posed 
six questions asking the Central govern-
ment to disclose the purchase price of 
each fighter aircraft and details of how 
the agreement was reached.

New Delhi, Feb .11 (IANS): Rebel AAP 
MLA Kapil Mishra on Sunday said 
the Delhi government had not spent 
anything on 49 major projects in the 
national capital and called it the “big-
gest governance failure” in the history 
of India. In a statement here, he said the 
Arvind Kejriwal government had wasted 
Rs 17,000 crore of public money as it 
failed to complete any of the schemes 
announced in its Budget.

Of the 49 projects, 18 are related to 
education, four to health, 11 to transport 

and infrastructure, four to water, two 
each to housing and environment, three 
each to rural development and tourism, 
and two others.  Mishra said Rs 11,300 
crore were allocated to the Education 
Department but nothing was spent so 
far.  The government allocated Rs 5,736 
crore to the Health Department and Rs 
5,506 crore to the Transport Department 
but no progress could be seen, he said.

He said just 10 per cent of the work 
was done vis-a-vis construction of Mo-
halla Clinics and polyclinics.

New Delhi, Feb. 11 (PTI): The RBI has 
said that Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 notes, re-
turned to banks when the government 
demonetised high value currency 15 
months ago, are still being “processed for 
their arithmetical accuracy and genu-
ineness”. This is being done in an “ex-
pedited manner”, the central bank said.

“Specific bank notes are being proc-
essed for their arithmetical accuracy and 
genuineness and the reconciliation for 
the same is ongoing. This information 
can, therefore, be shared on completion 
of the process and reconciliation,” the 
RBI said in reply to an RTI application 
filed by a PTI correspondent.

To a query on the number of demon-
etised notes, it said, “...subject to future 
corrections if any, arising in the course 
of verification process, the estimated 
value of specified bank notes received 
as on June 30, 2017 is Rs 15.28 trillion 
(lakh crore)”.

Asked to provide the details of the 
deadline for finishing the counting of 
demonetised notes, the RBI said “speci-
fied bank notes are being processed in 
an expedited manner”.

As on date, 59 sophisticated Cur-
rency Verification and Processing (CVPS) 

machines are in operation in RBI for the 
purpose, it said. The reply did not specify 
the location of the machines.

“Besides, eight CVPS machines avail-
able with commercial banks are also be-
ing used. In addition to this, seven more 
CVPS machines on lease basis have been 
installed at RBI regional offices,” the RTI 
reply said.

The government had on November 
8, 2016 banned the use of Rs 500 and 
Rs 1,000 notes and allowed the holders 
of these currency bills to deposit them 
with banks or use them at certain noti-
fied utilities.

In its annual report for 2016-17 re-
leased on August 30 last year, the RBI 
said Rs 15.28 lakh crore, or 99 per cent of 
the demonetised notes, had returned to 
the banking system.

The central bank said in the report, 
for the year ended June 30, 2017, that 
only Rs 16,050 crore of the Rs 15.44 lakh 
crore in old high denomination notes 
had not returned.

As on November 8, 2016, there were 
1,716.5 crore pieces of Rs 500 and 685.8 
crore pieces of Rs 1,000 notes in circula-
tion, totalling Rs 15.44 lakh crore, it had 
said.

Jaipur, Feb. 11 (IANS): A 
local BJP leader in Rajas-
than, who petitioned par-
ty President Amit Shah to 
change the state leader-
ship if the party wanted to 
retain power in the state, 
says he is awaiting for a 
response to his letter.

Ashok Choudhary, the 
head of the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party’s Kota district 
OBC wing, who came 
under media spotlight 
last week after his letter 
to Amit Shah requesting 
for leadership change in 
Rajasthan BJP, told IANS 
that he was eagerly await-
ing for a call from BJP’s 
top leadership.

“I cannot expect jus-
tice from Jaipur team but 
I have all my hopes stuck 
to the Delhi BJP team,” 
he said.

“There was a meet-
ing called in the BJP state 
headquarters recently 
where this issue of lead-
ership crisis was appar-

ently discussed. I think 
the team is busy finding 
out a middle way to en-
sure we emerge winners 
in the ensuing elections,” 
he claimed.

Terming the situa-
tion in Rajasthan “grim”, 
Choudhary said that a 
party worker goes to an 
MLA with their problems 
and the MLA goes to an 
MP but no one has any 
solution to the problem. 

He reiterated that if 
elections were contest-
ed under Chief Minis-
ter Vasundhara Raje and 
state unit Ashok Parnami, 
the BJP will lose in the 
2018 Assembly elections 
as well as in 2019 general 
elections. Choudhary also 
attributed the BJP’s defeat 
in the recent by-polls to 
party infighting.

“The workers were 
demotivated; they didn’t 
work, they didn’t go to 
appeal to voters. Cross 
voting was too much... All 

this has led to a debacle 
for the party.

“Workers are not 
slaves, they are hardwork-
ing hands who have ele-
vated party to such height. 
Hence it comes as a myth 
when someone says that 
this worker is of a lower 
rank or XYZ is a worker of 
a high cadre. This ranking 
hardly makes a difference 
in politics. Parnami could 
not be contacted for his 
comments to Choud-
hary’s allegations.

The BJP lost two Lok 
Sabha seats and one As-
sembly seat in the recent 
by-polls in Rajasthan, the 
results of which were de-
clared on February 1.

Choudhary wrote to 
Shah the next day, saying: 
“The people of the state 
are not happy with Chief 
Minister Vasundhra Raje’s 
style of functioning. The 
party workers are losing 
confidence due to her 
working style.”

Rahul asks ‘pro-rich Modi’ 
to waive farmer loans
Koppal (Karnataka), Feb. 11 (IANS): 
Congress President Rahul Gandhi on 
Sunday urged Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to waive loans of farmers than 
working only for the rich, businessmen 
and industrialists.

“Though the Modi government 
works for the rich, businessmen and 
industrialists, I urge the Prime Minister 
to waive loans of farmers who are the 
backbone of the country,” Gandhi said 
at a public meeting at Karatagi in Kar-
nataka’s Koppal district, about 350km 
northwest of Bengaluru.

Addressing a huge gathering in the 
state’s northern region on the second 
day of his four-day visit to poll-bound 
Karnataka, Gandhi said there were two 
types of governments the world over -- 
one which works for industrialists, and 
other for the poor.

“The Modi government, which works 
for the rich, is slowly waiving Rs 10 lakh 
crore debt of businessmen but not loans 
of thousands of farmers across the coun-
try reeling under the agrarian crisis,” the 
Congress chief said.

Gandhi is on his maiden visit to Kar-
nataka after taking over the reins of the 
party in mid-December from his mother 

Sonia Gandhi and ahead of assembly 
polls in the southern state, due in late 
April or early May.

Asserting that the state’s Congress 
government is “pro-farmer and pro-
poor”, following the principles of 14th 
century social reformer Basavanna, Gan-
dhi said Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
responded to his request to waive loans 
of farmers in June last year.

“Unlike Modi, Siddaramaiah walks 
the walk and waived crop loans (totalling 
Rs 8,165 crore) of over 22 lakh farmers 
who borrowed about Rs 50,000 each 
from state cooperative banks,” Gandhi 
said.

Gandhi claimed that while the Modi 
government allotted Rs 55,000 crore for 
social welfare schemes across the coun-
try, the Karnataka government alone had 
spent half that amount (Rs 27,500 crore) 
for the benefit its the state’s people from 
its resources.

Accusing the Modi government of 
failing to create 2 crore jobs per annum 
the Bharatiya Janata Party promised 
ahead of the 2014 Lok Sabha elections, 
Gandhi said unemployment and the 
farm crisis were major challenges facing 
the nation.
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In this screen grab provided by the Life.ru, the wreckage of a AN-148 plane is seen in Stepanovskoye village, about 40 kilometers (25 miles) 
from the Domodedovo airport, Russia, Sunday, Feb. 11, 2018. 

News IN BrIef
Bus crash kills 27 in Indonesia
Jakarta, Feb. 11 (IANS): At least 27 people were killed 
and 18 others seriously wounded when a bus collided 
with motorcycle in Indonesia’s West Java province on 
Saturday, according to officials on Sunday. The inci-
dent occurred in Cicenang village of Subang district. 
The bus collapsed after it hit the motorcycles and hit 
a hill, police in Subang district said, Xinhua reported. 
“The incident happen today (Sunday), there are many 
victims of it,” the policeman told Xinhua on phone. 
The bus was carrying about 45 people, and police 
were investigating the deadly incident, he added. 
Data from Subang General Hospital revealed that so 
far 27 people were killed and 18 others suffering from 
serious wounds.

18 killed, 62 injured after bus 
overturns in Hong Kong
Hong Kong, Feb. 11 (IANS): At least 18 people were 
killed and 62 injured on Saturday after a double-
decker bus overturned in Hong Kong. Authorities 
said 10 of the injured were in critical condition and 
15 were seriously wounded, Xinhua reported. Police 
said the driver was arrested. The accident happened at 
around 6.15 p.m. when a bus on its way to Tai Po from 
Shatin racecourse toppled to its left on Tai Po Road, 
New Territories, destroying a bus station on roadside. 
Most of the passengers were horse racing fans, as the 
bus was travelling on a special route for horse racing 
days. The bus had been running on high speed before 
the accident, according to some of the passengers.

Zimbabwe first lady relinquishes 
parliamentary seat
Harare, Feb. 11 (IANS): Zimbabwean first lady Auxil-
lia Mnangagwa has relinquished her Chirumanzu-
Zibagwe parliamentary seat to concentrate on her 
new role, President Emmerson Mnangagwa said on 
Saturday. Addressing thousands of ZANU-PF support-
ers in the constituency that is in the president’s home 
province of Midlands, Mnangagwa said his wife would 
now concentrate on her new role as the first lady of 
Zimbabwe, Xinhua reported. Auxillia Mnangagwa 
took over as member of parliament for the constitu-
ency in 2015, replacing her husband, who had been 
elevated to vice president of the ruling party and state.

Suspected militant attacks  
Indonesia church congregation
Jakarta, Feb. 11 (IANS): A suspected militant carrying 
a sword attacked a church congregation on Sunday 
in Indonesia’s Yogyakarta province, injuring at least 
four people before he was shot by the police. The at-
tack occurred during the Sunday mass in St. Lidwina 
Bedhog Trihanggo church of Sleman district, a police 
official told Xinhua news agency. “The incident took 
place between 7 to 7.30 a.m.,” he said. The injured, 
included a police officer who tried to shield the priest 
from the attacker.

Egypt forces kills 16 militants
Cairo, Feb. 11 (IANS): Egypt’s armed forces on Sunday 
announced that 16 alleged militants had been killed 
as part of a new security offensive in the northern and 
central Sinai Peninsula. Col Tamer al-Refaei said an 
additional 34 suspects were arrested during the of-
fensive, dubbed “Operation Sinai 2018,” which started 
on Friday in the restive peninsula and other parts of 
the country, according to a statement posted on his 
official Facebook page. The colonel asserted that secu-
rity forces were conducting “sweeping operations and 
large-scale raids on all cities and villages in the north 
and central Sinai”, Efe news agency reported.

Moscow, Feb. 11 (PTI/AFP): A Russian 
passenger plane carrying 71 people 
crashed outside Moscow today after 
taking off from the capital’s Domod-
edovo airport, killing everyone on 
board.

The Antonov An-148 plane oper-
ated by the domestic Saratov Airlines 
was flying to Orsk, a city in the Urals, 
and crashed in the Ramensky district 
on the outskirts of Moscow.

“Sixty-five passengers and six 
crew members were on board, and 
all of them died,” Russia’s office of 
transport investigations said in a 
statement.

News agencies said witnesses in 
the village of Argunovo saw a burning 
plane falling from the sky.

President Vladimir Putin offered 
“his profound condolences to those 
who lost their relatives in the crash,” 
his spokesman Dmitry Peskov said.

State television aired a video of 
the crash site, showing parts of the 
wreckage in the snow.

Russia has seen record high snow-
fall in recent days and visibility was 
reportedly poor.

The Russian-made plane was re-
portedly seven years old and bought 
by Saratov Airlines from another Rus-

sian airline a year ago.
Russian media reported that the 

emergency services were unable to 
reach the crash site by road and that 
rescue workers walked to the scene 
on foot. Emergency services said in a 
statement that more than 150 rescue 
workers were deployed to the site.

The transport investigations of-
fice said the plane disappeared from 
radar screens around four minutes 
after take-off.

The Russian transport minister 
was on his way to the crash site, agen-
cies reported. The transport ministry 
said several causes for the crash were 
being considered, including weather 
conditions and human error.

The governor of the Orenburg 
region, where the plane was flying to, 
told Russian media that “more than 
60 people” on board the plane were 
from the region. Prosecutors opened 
an investigation into Saratov Airlines 
following the crash. Russia’s Inves-
tigative Committee will consider all 
possible causes, RIA Novosti news 
agency reported.

Saratov Airlines was founded in 
the 1930s and flies to 35 Russian cit-
ies. Its hub is Saratov Central Airport 
in southern Russia.

Local media website Ural56.ru in 
the Orenburg region showed footage 
of distressed relatives at Orsk airport, 
where the plane was due to land.

Andrei Odintsov, the mayor of the 
city of Orsk, told Russian state televi-
sion that six psychologists and four 
ambulances with medics are working 
with the relatives in the small airport.

Orsk is the second biggest city in 
the Orenburg region, near Russia’s 
border with Kazakhstan.

Russia has suffered numerous 
plane crashes, with airlines often 
operating ageing aircraft in danger-
ous flying conditions. A light aircraft 
crashed in November in Russia’s far 
east, killing six people on board.

In December 2016 a military 
plane carrying Russia’s famed Red 
Army Choir crashed after taking off 
from the Black Sea resort of Sochi, 
killing all 92 people on board.

The choir had been due to give a 
concert to Russian troops operating 
in Syria.

Pilot error was blamed for that 
crash. 

In March 2016, all 62 passengers 
died when a FlyDubai jet crashed in 
bad weather during an aborted land-
ing at Rostov- on-Don airport. 

Tehran, Feb. 11 (PTI/AP): Hundreds 
of thousands of Iranians rallied on 
the streets Sunday to mark the 39th 
anniversary of the 1979 Islamic Revo-
lution, just weeks after anti-govern-
ment protests rocked cities across 
the country.

Demonstrators burned American 
and Israeli flags, as well as images 
of President Donald Trump, whose 
refusal to re- certify the nuclear deal 
with world powers has riled Iranians.

A few burned a white sheet read-
ing “BARJAM,” the Farsi acronym for 
the 2015 nuclear accord that Tehran 
signed with world powers.

Such activities commonly mark 
the anniversary, which commemo-
rates the overthrow of US-backed Ira-
nian Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi. 

That began a period of hostilities be-
tween Iran and the West, including an 
attack on the US Embassy in Tehran 
and the subsequent hostage crisis.

However, President Hassan Rou-
hani made a point to call for unity 
among Iran’s people across its po-
litical spectrum, from hard-liners 
backing the theocratic government to 
reformists demanding change.

“When the Revolution took place, 
we pushed some off the revolutionary 
train that we should have not,” Rou-
hani told a massive crowd at Tehran’s 
central Azadi Square. “Today, we have 
to let them board the train again.” 

Rouhani didn’t specifically name 
those pushed aside, though the Is-
lamic Revolution and its aftermath 
saw the Islamists surrounding Ruhol-

lah Khomeini purge liberals, com-
munists and others. More recently, 
Iran has put leaders of its 2009 Green 
Movement under house arrest, where 
they remain even today despite Rou-
hani’s pledges to free them.

The comments appeared aimed 
as being a salve following a New Year 
marred by anti-government protests. 
The demonstrations initially focused 
on Iran’s poor economy despite the 
nuclear deal, but quickly spiraled 
into chants directly challenging Iran’s 
theocratic government. 

In his speech, Rouhani promised 
more job opportunities and better 
economic condition in the near 
future. Meanwhile, dozens of hard-
liners chanted: “Death to liars, death 
to the seditious!” 

Islamabad, Feb. 11 (IANS): 
Pakistan and Afghanistan 
had “good discussions” 
after they concluded two-
day talks on important 
issues on Saturday, an of-
ficial said.

The talks in Islama-
bad took place under the 
Afghanistan-Pakistan Ac-
tion Plan for Peace and 
Solidarity (APAPPS) - a 
joint action plan for coop-
eration in the key areas of 
counter-terrorism and re-
duction of violence, peace 
and reconciliation, refu-

gees’ repatriation and joint 
economic development, 
Pakistan Foreign Ministry 
said in a statement.

This was the second 
round of APAPPS in a week 
that reflects determina-
tion of both sides to pur-
sue policy of engagement 
despite differences over 
certain issues.

The first round was 
held in Kabul on February 
3 following the deadliest 
Taliban-claimed attacks 
in Kabul on January 20 
and January 27, which had 

killed nearly 125 people 
and injured over 250. Pa-
kistan had offered joint in-
vestigation into the Kabul’s 
attacks that Kabul had 
blamed on the Haqqani 
Network.

Pakistan Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Moham-
mad Faisal seemed upbeat 
at the discussions. “Pa-
kistan-Afghanistan talks. 
Two days of good discus-
sions. Some agreements. 
Further work required,” he 
wrote on his Twitter.

However, the Afghan 

Foreign Ministry said no 
progress was made on 
counter-terrorism issues.

“While some progress 
was made on the mecha-
nism of cooperation, no 
progress was achieved on 
specific, results-oriented, 
time-bound measures in 
the APAPPS, particularly 
in the areas of counter-
terrorism, reduction of 
violence, peace and rec-
onciliation to meet the 
priorities of Afghanistan,” 
an Afghan Foreign Minis-
try statement said.

Lahore, Feb. 11 (IANS): 
Renowned Pakistani hu-
man rights activist and law-
yer Asma Jahangir passed 
away here on Sunday. She 
was 66.

According to Geo TV, 
the former president of 
the Supreme Court Bar 
Association was shifted to 
a private hospital on Satur-
day night after suffering a 
cardiac arrest.

President Mamnoon 
Hussain, Chief Justice of 
Pakistan Saqib Nisar along 
with other politicians, law-
yers and journalists have 
expressed grief over Ja-
hangir’s death.

Punjab Chief Minister 
Shahbaz Sharif tweeted: 
“Pakistan has lost a pas-
sionate champion of hu-
man rights and a staunch 
supporter of democracy...”

Born on January 27, 
1952 in Lahore, Jahangir 
studied at the Convent 
of Jesus and Mary before 
receiving her B.A from Kin-
naird and LLB from the 
Punjab University in 1978.

In 1987 she co-founded 
the Human Rights Com-
mission of Pakistan and be-
came its Secretary General 
until 1993 when she was 
elevated as the commis-

sion’s chairperson, reports 
The News International.

Jahangir was also the 
co-chair of South Asians 
for Human Rights. She was 
appointed UN Special Rap-
porteur on Extrajudicial, 
Arbitrary or Summary Exe-
cutions and later as the UN 
Rapporteur of Freedom of 
Religion or Belief. 

The activist was put un-
der house arrest and later 
imprisoned in 1983 for 
participating in the move-
ment for the restoration of 
political and fundamental 
rights during the military 
regime of Zia-ul-Haq. 

She was again put un-
der house arrest in Novem-
ber 2007 after the imposi-
tion of emergency rule in 
Pakistan.

Jahangir has represent-
ed several clients who were 
denied their fundamental 
rights and defended cases 
of minorities, women and 
children in prisons.

She penned two books: 
“Divine Sanction? The 
Hadood Ordinance” (1988) 
and “Children of a Lesser 
God: Child Prisoners of 
Pakistan” (1992).  Jahangir 
received several national 
awards, including the Si-
tara-I-Imtiaz in 1995. 

Jerusalem, Feb. 11 (PTI/AFP): Is-
rael issued stark warnings today 
over Iran’s presence in neigh-
bouring Syria after a confronta-
tion threatened to open a new 
and unpredictable period in the 
country’s seven-year civil war.

Israel carried out major air 
raids in Syria yesterday, includ-
ing against what it described as 
Iranian targets in the country 
-- the first time it had publicly 
acknowledged doing so since the 
war began.

The raids came after an Is-
raeli F16 fighter jet was shot 
down by Syrian air defences. The 
pilots survived, but it was Israel’s 
first loss of a warplane in battle 
since 1982.

“We inflicted on Saturday 
a heavy blow to Iranian and 
Syrian forces,” Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said at the 
start of today’s cabinet meeting.

“We made clear to everyone 
that our rules of engagement 
will not change in any way. We 
will continue to harm anyone 
who tries to harm us. This was 
our policy and this will remain 

our policy.” 
Other Israeli ministers spoke 

of refusing to accept Iran en-
trenching itself militarily in Syr-
ia, as Netanyahu has said repeat-
edly. Tehran denies it is doing so.

While several analysts said 
they did not expect a further 
escalation in the coming days, 
some spoke of the possibility of 
the Syrian war entering a new 
phase.

Syria has become more em-
boldened to try to stop Israeli 
strikes inside the country, while 
Israel wants to maintain its abil-
ity to operate there when it sees 
fit, said Ofer Zalzberg of the 
International Crisis Group think 
tank.

Israel has sought to stay out 
of direct involvement in the 
Syrian war, but it acknowledges 
carrying out dozens of air strikes 
there to stop what it describes as 
deliveries of advanced weapons 
to Lebanese Shiite group Hez-
bollah.

Israel fought a devastating 
war in 2006 with Hezbollah, 
which backs the Syrian regime 

in the conflict along with Iran 
and Russia.

“I think this incident is more 
likely to be contained because 
fundamentally it is a gradual 
attempt to renegotiate the so-
called rules of the game,” Zal-
zberg said, adding that Russia 
should mediate.

Witnesses said Israel had de-
ployed a missile defence system 
in the Israeli-occupied Golan 
Heights near the demarcation 
line with Syria this morning.

Yesterday’s events began 
with Israel shooting down what 
it described as an Iranian drone 
that had entered Israeli airspace 
from Syria -- which Tehran has 
denied.

Israel responded with a raid 
against what it said was the 
Iranian control systems in Syria 
that sent the drone.

During that raid, the Israeli 
F16 met heavy Syrian anti- air-
craft fire and was hit, Israeli Air 
Force General Amnon Ein Dar 
told army radio.

The pilots ejected and the 
plane crashed inside Israel.

One of the pilots was severely 
wounded, but his condition was 
said to be improving today.

Israel then carried out what 
it called “large-scale” air strikes 
inside Syria, including against 
what it described as Iranian 
targets.

Israeli military spokesman 
Jonathan Conricus warned Sat-
urday that Syria and Iran were 
“playing with fire”, but stressed 
that his country was not seeking 
an escalation.

“This is the most blatant and 
severe Iranian violation of Is-
raeli sovereignty” in recent years, 
Conricus said.

Iran dismissed Israeli “lies” 
and said Syria had the right to 
defend itself against Israeli at-
tacks.

Iranian foreign ministry 
spokesman Bahram Ghasemi 
also said “Iran does not have a 
military presence in Syria, and 
has only sent military advisers at 
the request of the Syrian govern-
ment.” 

Russia stressed the need to 
“avoid any measure that could 

lead to a dangerous escalation”.
United Nations Secretary-

General Antonio Guterres called 
for an immediate de-escalation.

Netanyahu spoke with both 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
and US Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson after yesterday’s con-
frontation.

Washington backed Israel 
and blamed Iran for the escala-
tion.

Tillerson begins today a Mid-
dle East tour that will take him to 
Jordan, Turkey, Lebanon, Egypt 
and Kuwait.

Netanyahu has met regularly 
with Putin in recent months in a 
bid to convince Russia to keep 
Iranian forces away from its ter-
ritory in Syria.

Russia and Israel have also 
established a hotline to avoid 
accidental clashes in Syria. 

Israel is technically at war 
with Syria and occupies a swathe 
of the Golan Heights that it 
seized in the Six-Day War of 
1967 and later annexed in a 
move never recognised by the 
international community. 

Naypyidaw (Myanmar), Feb. 11 
(PTI/AFP): Britain’s foreign minister 
Boris Johnson stopped off in Myan-
mar today to press Aung San Suu 
Kyi on the need for an independ-
ent probe into violence in Rakhine 
state, as the country faces mounting 
pressure to punish troops accused 
of atrocities against the Muslim 
Rohingya.

Johnson met with the embattled 
Myanmar leader, whose reputation 
among the international community 
has crumbled over her handling of 
the Rohingya crisis, in the capital 
Naypyidaw while on a four-day tour 
in Asia.

The meeting followed John-
son’s visit to a refugee camp in 
Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazar district, 
where nearly 700,000 Rohingya 
have sought sanctuary after flee-
ing a Myanmar army crackdown 
launched in northern Rakhine last 
August.

The UN has accused Myanmar 
security forces of driving the Mus-
lim minority across the border in an 
ethnic cleansing campaign. Doctors 
Without Borders estimates at least 
6,700 Rohingya died in the first 
month of violence.

But Myanmar has staunchly 
denied the charges and blocked 
UN investigators from the conflict 
zone, souring relations with a host 
of western allies.

Fresh reports of mass graves 
in Rakhine -- and the arrest of two 
Reuters journalists investigating an 
alleged massacre -- have heightened 
pressure on Suu Kyi to condemn the 
army, who she is in a delicate power-
sharing arrangement with.

But the Nobel laureate has re-
fused to change tack and is accused 
by critics of adopting a siege men-
tality.

Today Johnson and Suu Kyi “dis-
cussed in an open and friendly 
manner the latest developments in 
Rakhine State, including planning 

for the reception of returnees who 
fled”, Myanmar’s foreign ministry 
said in a Facebook post alongside 
photos of the pair meeting.

Johnson, who later flew to Ra-
khine state, wrote on Twitter that he 
raised the “importance of (Myan-
mar) authorities in carrying out full 
& independent investigation into the 
violence in Rakhine”.

He said he also stressed the “ur-
gent need to create the right condi-
tions for Rohingya refugees to return 
to their homes in Rakhine”.

Myanmar and Bangladesh have 
inked a deal to bring back refugees, 
but repatriation has yet to begin.

Many Rohingya do not feel safe 
returning to a country where they 
have faced violent persecution and 
decades of discrimination at the 
hands of a state that has denied 
them citizenship.

Others have no home to return 
to after their villages were torched in 
the military crackdown.

After months of denying any 
abuses by its troops, Myanmar’s 
military admitted in January that 
security officers had assisted with 
the killing of 10 Rohingya men in 
Rakhine’s Inn Din village.

That public admission followed 
the arrests of the two Myanmar 
journalists who were investigating 
the massacre and are now facing up 
14 years in prison on charges of pos-
sessing secret documents.

Johnson is scheduled to fly on to 
Bangkok later today for a visit that 
will include meetings with junta 
chief Prayut Chan-O-Cha and the 
Thai chairman of an advisory board 
on the Rohingya crisis.

The panel was thrown into the 
spotlight last month after veteran US 
diplomat Bill Richardson published 
a withering resignation letter saying 
he could not in “good conscience” 
sit on a board he feared would only 
“whitewash” the causes of the Ro-
hingya crisis. 

russian passenger plane 
crash: 71 dead, no survivors 

Iran marks anniv. of Islamic Revolution after protests

Pak, Afghanistan end talks on counter-terrorism

Eminent Pakistani lawyer, 
activist Asma Jahangir dead 

Israel warns over Iran’s presence in syria after air strikes

UK’s Johnson urges ‘independent’ 
probe of Rohingya crisis in Suu Kyi talks 

AP/PTI

 In this image provided by Ministry of Information, Britain’s Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson, 
right, is welcomed by Myanmar’s Foreign Minster Aung San Suu Kyi prior to their meeting at 
the  Foreign Ministry Office in Naypyitaw, Myanmar, Sunday, Feb. 11, 2018. 
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Smashing Pumpkins tease 
major announcement

Victoria Beckham 
wants reality show?

You are not my friend: Cattrall blasts Jessica Parker

Victoria Beckham is reportedly in talks 
for a new unscripted reality show to 

show off her “silly” side.

Sir Elton John slammed over dog bite

Konyak lad releases second single “Ilomi”

W
e’ve 
known 
for a 
while 
that 

Smashing Pumpkins 
have been planning 
something big, and 
they’re almost ready to 
tell the world about it. 
An announcement is 
expected to be made on 
Thursday, Feb. 15, 2018 at 
noon Eastern.

One the home page 
of their website, they’ve 
launched a countdown 
clock that reaches zero 
at that particular time. 
Rather than keep that 
browser tab open until 

then, you can sign up for 
their mailing list, which 
will presumably send you 
the information as soon 
as it becomes public.

It’s not known 
whether this announce-
ment will be about an 
album, tour or both. 
But we know that Billy 
Corgan has been in the 
studio with two other 
original members of the 
band, guitarist James Iha 
and drummer Jimmy 
Chamberlin, as well 
as Jeff Schroeder, who 
has played guitar with 
Corgan in the past. Since 
D’arcy Wretzky has said 
that she is not involved in 

the new project, it’s be-
lieved that Schroeder will 
serve as the bass player. 
In addition, Wretzky, in 
revealing her lack of par-
ticipation, said that a tour 
was going to start in July.

The Pumpkins also 
launched a contest for 
residents of New York 
and Los Angeles. They’ve 
place an ice cream truck 
-- a nod to their video for 
“Today” -- and told fans to 
post their photos of it with 
the hashtags #SP2018 and 
#entry with a prize being 
something courtesy of 
Yamaha Guitars. Corgan 
took a couple of swipes 
at Wretzky’s bass-playing 

in an Instagram post. 
In making an allusion 
to 2000’s Machina/
The Machines of God, 
Wretzky’s last album as a 
member, he wrote that it 
was the last time he saw 
Iha play bass, “despite 
reports claiming a certain 
‘flaxen Saxxon’ did; and 
as you know with much 
that is written is patently 
f-a-l-s-e).”

He concluded the 
post by telling his fans to 
“kindly, truly, embrace 
the life you are living 
TODAY, which reminds 
me of a song that I also 
played bass on.”

Ultimateclassicrock

A
ctress Kim Cattrall vented 
her anger at former “Sex 
and the City” co-star Sa-
rah Jessica Parker, saying 
she was not her friend.

The two had reportedly been at 
odds since filming the show togeth-
er, with the demise of any prospects 
for a third “Sex and the City” film 
bringing the animosity back to the 
surface, reports hollywoodreporter.
com.

Cattrall took to Instangram to 
vent her anger on Saturday. 

“I don’t need your love or sup-
port at this tragic time Sarah Jessica 
Parker,” she posted.

In the caption, she called Parker 
a “hypocrite” and “cruel”. 

She said: “Let me make this 
very clear. (If I haven’t already) You 
are not my family. You are not my 
friend. So I’m writing to tell you 
one last time to stop exploiting our 
tragedy in order to restore your ‘nice 
girl’ persona.”

According to hollywoodreporter.
com, Cattrall was likely referring 
to the recent death of her brother 
Chris, which Parker discussed at the 
Paley Centre for media’s “An Evening 
With the Cast of Divorce” in New 
York on Thursday. 

Parker had also left a message of 
condolence on Cattrall’s Instagram 

post announcing her brother’s pass-
ing, as had Cynthia Nixon, one of 
Cattrall and Parker’s other “Sex and 
the City” co-stars

On Instagram, Cattrall also 
linked to a New York Post article 
from October entitled “Inside the 
mean-girls culture that destroyed 
‘Sex and the City’”.

In the article, a clique that ex-
cluded Cattrall is described as hav-
ing been formed on the set of “Sex 
and the City” particularly after 
creator and producer Darren Star 
left and Parker’s friend Michael 
Patrick King took over, which led 
to Cattrall’s reluctance to partici-

pate in the 
first “Sex and 
the City” 
film.

IANS

T
he 43-year-old fashion designer is said to 
be in negotiations with E! for a fly-on-
the-wall show that would open the 
doors on the life she has with hus-
band David Beckham and their four 

children, Brooklyn, 18, Romeo, 15, Cruz, 12, and 
six-year-old Harper, and give the Spice Girls star 
a chance to show off her “silly side”.

A source said: “Victoria always wanted to be 
seen as royalty, but now she’d like to share more of 
her silly side.

“She’s telling the family they can make this a 
hit.”

Victoria previously ventured into reality TV 
with ‘Coming To America’ in 2007 but it didn’t 
fare well in the ratings, though executives are 
confident a new show - for which the family 
would earn a reported £10 million - would do 
much better.

An insider told the Daily Star Sunday 
newspaper: “’Coming To America’ didn’t really 
work in the way we had hoped but a show 
featuring all the Beckhams, including the 
children, is a different ball game.”

Meanwhile, the ‘Stop’ singer will be busy 
with other TV ventures as it was recently 
claimed she and her Spice Girls bandmates 
will be working on a global talent show with 
their manager Simon Fuller in a bid to find a 
new international girlband.

A source said: “Simon has been formu-
lating this girlband idea for over two years. 
He wants to create an international band.

“For example, one member will be 
selected from China, another from India and 
then someone will be from the UK.

“The plan is to bring people together and add 
some diversity to the charts.”

Though the Spice Girls will have input into the 
auditions, they won’t all be on the judging panel at 
the same time.

The insider explained: “Simon has formulated 
the idea of a TV talent show -- based loosely 

on Take That’s ‘Let It Shine’ which 
featured Gary Barlow as a judge 

-- which will have a panel that 
includes one or more of the girls.

“There will then be contri-
butions from the other mem-

bers depending on where it 
is being filmed.

“Geri has said 
she wouldn’t be 

able to commit 
to judging for six 
weeks in China but 

could appear in London 
or America.

“Meetings have taken 
place with Nickelodeon 
about the show. 

“Geri, Mel B, Mel 
C and Emma have 
had experience of 

being on TV talent 
panels but this 

would be a first 
for Victoria.”

Femalefirst.
co.uk

T
he ‘Sorry 
Seems to Be the 
Hardest Word’ 
singer and 
his husband 

David Furnish have been 
slammed by Mari Ki-
eran, who claims the pair 
haven’t been in contact at 
all after her five-year-old 
daughter Charlotte was 
left bloodied and trauma-
tised after one of the cou-
ple’s spaniels lashed out 
when she was visiting the 
pair’s home in Old Wind-
sor, Berks, South East 

England, for a playdate 
with their sons Zachary, 
seven, and Elijah, four.

Mari fumed: “Their 
dog full on bit my child in 
the face. I don’t care who 
they are. It was revolting...

“I was quite shocked 
[they didn’t call] because 
it wasn’t an insignificant 
thing that happened.

“The dog didn’t just 
nip her, it bit her in the 
face and left scarring. I’m 
really upset there’s never 
been a phone call asking 
if there was anything they 

could do...
“This is Elton John 

and David Furnish’s ani-
mal attacking a child and 
at the very least I would 
have expected a phone 
call.”

And Mari insisted 
Elton, 70 and his 55-year-
old spouse - who were 
not at home when the 
alleged attack happened 
- “absolutely did know” 
what their dog had done, 
but never mentioned the 
incident on the “number 
of occasions” they had 
seen her at their children’s 
school since.

She added to The Sun 
on Sunday newspaper: 
“They absolutely did 
know about it. You can 
make assumptions but 
I don’t know why they 
didn’t apologise or ask 
how Charlotte was.

“It’s about responsi-
bility as well, and being 
a responsible adult. I 
don’t care about status or 
celebrity.

“This is about eve-
ryday human decency 
and values and ethics. 
And when it comes to 
the crunch this is about 

a child. This was bad and 
it could have been far 
worse. If I had an animal 
and it turned on another 
person’s child I would 
have been mortified and 
gone out of my way to 
make sure the child was 
OK.”

Mari - whose nanny 
was supervising Charlotte 
at the house - said her 
daughter had been left in 
need of counselling after 
the bite.

She told The Sun on 
Sunday newspaper: “You 
could see how trauma-
tised she was and the 
terror in her face. It was 
awful.

Mari doesn’t plan to 
take legal action over the 
bite, but decided to speak 
out now as Charlotte - 
who is now seven - no 
longer goes to the same 
school as Zachary and 
Elijah. 

The ‘I’m Still Stand-
ing’ singer has three pet 
cocker spaniels, Arthur 
Dwight, Marilyn and Iso-
bella, but it is not known 
which of them allegedly 
bit the youngster.

Femalefirst.co.uk

Hentick Konyak Hindi singer/songwriter from a small 
town Naginimora under Wakching area Mon district 
has released his second Hindi single “ILOMI”. The 

song talks about the love and respect that Naga men have for 
their women. The song also describes the real beauty of Naga 
women in every ways.  Konyak a teacher by profession at 
Mount View school, Suruhuto under Zunheboto district credits 
Hotoshe Awomi and Aboli Jakhalu for his new song “Ilomi” 
which is a fusion of Hindi, English and Local Sumi dialect. The 
music video of “Ilomi” is available on YouTube.  (EMN)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 2 pm, 8 pm: 
Padmaavat (Hindi)

5 pm: Maze Runner: 
The Death Cure

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule
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Mirror Crossword 1732        sud0ku 1572
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1731

ACRoss
1. Large American wild cats
6. Seconds (abbrev.)
10. Vend
14. Seize
15. Process (abbrev.)
16. Threesome
17. 2 masted sailing vessel
18. Opera set in Egypt
19. Car
20. Sense of beauty
22. Soul or spirit
24. Ferrous
25. Searched
26. Teeter-______
29. Whine
30. Member of the lily family
31. Performance practices
37. Tree
39. Untruth
40. Remove
41. Monotheists
44. Electrical engineering group
45. Computer game
46. Higher parts of the country
48. French car manufacturer
52. Small mountain
53. Writer of “Proslogion”, Italian 

theologian Saint ______
54. Sometimes called a Swedish 

turnip
58. Percussion instrument
59. Modern day Persia
61. Australian outback painter 

Sidney _____
62. Wander
63. Where the sun rises
64. Handiwork

65. Singer ____ Fitzgerald
66. Observes
67. Cutting instrument 

DoWn
1. Vomit
2. Puts into service
3. Mongrel
4. Frank Lloyd Wright was one
5. Orb
6. Iberian country
7. Norse for “Ruler of all”
8. Fish
9. Shoulder blade
10. Remains
11. Belch

12. Supple or limber 
13. Went to the bathroom 

(slang)
21. Unit of pressure
23. Fortune tellers
25. Female ruler
26. Forbidden
27. Actor Ken ____
28. Actress ____ Spelling
29. Small bottle
32. Poet T.S. _____
33. Born dead
34. Region
35. Security on a debt
36. Hurried away
38. Shade of green 

42. Co-habitants
43. Matching jacket and 

trousers
47. Quantum theory discoverer 

Max ______
48. Spanish for “Father”
49. Sign up
50. Common
51. An asexual reproductive 

structure
52. Pursues
54. Destroy
55. Jai ____, sport
56. Iron hook on a pole
57. Initial wager
60. Actress Charlotte ___

solutions to suD0ku 1571

NAsA’s New Horizons snaps 
farthest images by any spacecraft

Your body could soon power wearable devices

Scientists develop self-healing, 
recyclable ‘electronic skin’

Scientists discover UV light to kill flu virus

Super wood could replace 
steel in cars, airplanesElon Musk’s Tesla Roadster 

spotted floating in space
Millions of viruses fall from sky daily — Study

NASA’s Juno probe completes 10th science orbit of Jupiter

Washington, Feb. 11 (IANS): 
NASA’s New Horizons spacecraft 
has set a new record by capturing 
the farthest images from Earth 
by a spacecraft, surpassing the 
Voyager 1’s record of capturing an 
image when it was 6.06 billion km 
away from Earth.

The new images released by 
NASA on Thursday were captured 
by New Horizons when the space-
craft was more than 6.12 billion 
km away.

“New Horizons has long been 
a mission of firsts -- first to ex-
plore Pluto, first to explore the 
Kuiper Belt, fastest spacecraft ever 
launched,” said New Horizons 
Principal Investigator Alan Stern 

of the Southwest Research Insti-
tute in Boulder, Colorado. 

“And now, we’ve been able to 
make images farther from Earth 
than any spacecraft in history,” 
Stern said. 

The routine calibra-
tion frame of the “Wish-
ing Well” galactic open 
star cluster on Decem-
ber 5 was taken when 
New Horizons was 
6.12 billion km from 
Earth -- making it, for a 
time, the farthest image 
ever made from Earth, NASA said.

New Horizons was even far-
ther from home than NASA’s 
Voyager 1 when it captured the 

famous “Pale Blue Dot” image of 
Earth. 

That picture was part of a 
composite of 60 images look-
ing back at the solar system, on 

Fe b - ruary 14, 1990, 
when Voyager was 

6.06 billion km from 
Earth. 

Voyager 1’s cam-
eras were turned off 
shortly after that por-

trait, leaving its distance 
record unchallenged for 

more than 27 years.
About two hours later, New 

Horizons later broke the record 
again with images of Kuiper Belt 
objects 2012 HZ84 and 2012 HE85.

They are also the closest-ever 
images of Kuiper Belt objects.

New Horizons covers more 
than 1.1 million km of space each 
day (KBO).

On December 9, 2017, it car-
ried out the most-distant course-
correction manoeuver ever, as the 
mission team guided the space-
craft toward a close encounter 
with a KBO named 2014 MU69 on 
January 1, 2019. 

The coming New Year’s flight 
past MU69 will be the farthest 
planetary encounter in history, 
happening one billion miles be-
yond the Pluto system - which 
New Horizons famously explored 
in July 2015, NASA said.

Toronto, Feb. 11 (IANS): Millions of 
viruses daily circle around the Earth’s at-
mosphere as well as get deposited on the 
planet’s surface, a team of international 
scientists have discovered.

The study has for the first time quan-
tified the viruses being swept up from 
the Earth’s surface into the free tropo-
sphere, the layer of atmosphere beyond 
Earth’s weather systems but below the 
stratosphere where jet airplanes fly.

These viruses can also be carried 
thousands of kilometres there before 
being deposited back onto the Earth’s 
surface.

“Every day, more than 800 million 
viruses are deposited per square metre 
above the planetary boundary layer 
-- that’s 25 viruses for each person in 
Canada,” said Curtis Suttle, virologist 
at the University of British Columbia in 
Canada.

The researchers also found the ma-
jority of the viruses carried signatures 
indicating they had been swept up into 
the air from sea spray.

This may explain why scientists, from 
20 years ago, began finding genetically 

similar viruses occurring in very different 
environments around the globe.

“This preponderance of long-resi-
dence viruses travelling the atmosphere 
likely explains why -- it’s quite conceiv-
able to have a virus swept up into the 
atmosphere on one continent and 
deposited on another,” Suttle said, in a 
paper detailed in the ISME Journal.

Further, the viruses tend to hitch 
rides on smaller, lighter, organic particles 
suspended in air and gas, meaning they 
can stay aloft in the atmosphere longer.

“Bacteria and viruses are typically de-
posited back to Earth via rain events and 
Saharan dust intrusions. However, the 
rain was less efficient removing viruses 
from the atmosphere,” said Isabel Reche, 
microbial ecologist from the University 
of Granada in Spain.

Using platform sites high in Spain’s 
Sierra Nevada Mountains, the research-
ers found billions of viruses and tens of 
millions of bacteria are being deposited 
per square metre per day. 

The deposition rates for viruses were 
nine to 461 times greater than the rates 
for bacteria, the study showed.

San Francisco, Feb. 11 (IANS): Tesla Roadster, the car 
tied to Falcon Heavy rocket by SpaceX to be inserted 
into the Mars orbit, was caught “zooming” in space by an 
observatory in Arizona, US. Tesla CEO Elon Musk’s car is 
being tracked by the Virtual Telescope Project of Tenagra 
Observatory in Arizona as it ventures beyond the Moon’s 
orbit, Space.com reported.
The car, with a dummy driver, was originally intended to 
be inserted into an orbit that would fly closer to Mars but 
the third engine burn of the Falcon Heavy upper stage 
“exceeded” that orbit, sending the car into deep space, 
Elon Musk had said earlier this week. The new observa-
tion of the Roadster, obtained by a robotically controlled 
telescope, showed the car moving across the night sky. 

“In its current orbit around the Sun, the car will travel 
between 91.3 million and 161.5 million miles (147 mil-
lion and 260 million km) from the star,” Virtual Telescope 
Project was quoted as saying. Gianluca Masi of the Virtu-
al Telescope Project and Michael Schwartz of the Tenagra 
Observatory were able to pinpoint the car’s location by 
using data generated by the Solar Systems Dynamics 
Laboratory at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory.

The project said that Tesla was “quite bright”. 
The car, owned by Musk, would eventually settle into 

its own orbital path around the Sun and not end up in 
pieces on the red planet.

Washington, Feb. 11 
(IANS): NASA said its 
Juno spacecraft accom-
plished a close flyby over 
Jupiter’s churning atmo-
sphere this week, suc-
cessfully completing its 
10th science orbit.

The closest approach 
was at 6.36 a.m. PST on 
February 7, NASA said in 
a statement on Thursday.

All of Juno’s science 
instruments and the 
spacecraft’s JunoCam 
were in operation dur-
ing the flyby, collecting 
data that is now being 
returned to Earth, the 
statement added.

Launched on August 
5, 2011, Juno recently 
probed the depths of Ju-
piter’s famous storm, the 

Great Red Spot.
During its first pass 

over this iconic feature in 
July 2017, Juno found that 
the storm penetrates well 
below the clouds -- about 
300 kilometres into the 
planet’s atmosphere.

Jupiter’s Great Red 
Spot is a giant oval of 
c r i m s o n - c o l o u r e d 
clouds in Jupiter’s south-

ern hemisphere that 
race counter-clockwise 
around the oval’s perim-
eter with wind speeds 
greater than any storm 
on Earth. It is about 1.3 
times as wide as Earth.

The spacecraft ar-
rived in orbit around 
Jupiter on July 4, 2016. 
During its mission of ex-
ploration, Juno soars low 

over the planet’s cloud 
tops -- as close as about 
3,400 kilometres. 

During these flybys, 
Juno is probing beneath 
the obscuring cloud cov-
er of Jupiter and study-
ing its auroras to learn 
more about the planet’s 
origins, structure, atmo-
sphere and magneto-
sphere.

New York, Feb. 11 (PTI): 
Scientists have developed 
a new type of malleable, 
self-healing and fully re-
cyclable “electronic skin” 
that has applications 
ranging from robotics and 
prosthetic development to 
better biomedical devices.

Electronic skin, known 
as e-skin, is a thin, trans-
lucent material that can 
mimic the function and 
mechanical properties of 
human skin, according to 
a study published in the 
journal Science Advances.

The new e-skin has 
sensors embedded to 
measure pressure, tem-
perature, humidity and air 
flow. The technology has 
several distinctive proper-
ties, including a novel type 
of covalently bonded dy-
namic network polymer, 
known as polyimine.

The polyimine has 
been laced with silver 
nanoparticles to pro-
vide better mechanical 
strength, chemical stabil-
ity and electrical conduc-
tivity.

“What is unique here is 

New York, Feb. 11 (IANS): Re-
searchers have developed a me-
tallic tab which, when connected 
to a human body, is capable of 
generating electricity from bend-
ing a finger and other simple 
movements.

According to a research proj-
ect led by the University at Buf-
falo, New York, and Institute of 
Semiconductors (IoP) at the Chi-
nese Academy of Science (CAS), 
the tab -- a triboelectric nanogen-
erator -- can convert mechanical 
energy into electrical energy for 
electronic devices. 

“The human body is an 
abundant source of energy. We 
thought: ‘Why not harness it to 

produce our own power?’” said 
lead author Qiaoqiang Gan, asso-
ciate professor at the University 
at Buffalo. 

The tab was detailed in the 
journal Nano Energy.

Triboelectric charging occurs 
when certain materials become 
electrically charged after com-
ing into contact with a different 
material. Most everyday static 
electricity is triboelectric.

The tab consists of two thin 
layers of gold, with polydimeth-
ylsiloxane (also called PDMS -- a 
silicon-based polymer used in 
contact lenses, Silly Putty and 
other products) sandwiched in 
between.

One layer of gold is stretched, 
causing it to crumple upon re-
lease and create what looks like 
a miniature mountain range. 
When that force is reapplied, for 
example, from a finger bending, 
the motion leads to friction be-
tween the gold layers and PDMS.

“This causes electrons to flow 
back and forth between the gold 
layers. The more friction, the 
greater the amount of power is 
produced,” said Yun Xu, profes-
sor at the IoP.

The study described a small 
tab (1.5 centimetres long, by one 
centimetre wide). 

It delivered a maximum volt-
age of 124 volts, a maximum 

current of 10 microamps and a 
maximum power density of 0.22 
millwatts per square centimetre. 

That is not enough to quickly 
charge a smartphone, but it lit 48 
red LED lights simultaneously.

The team is planning to use 
larger pieces of gold, which when 
stretched and folded together are 
expected to deliver even more 
electricity.

The researchers are also 
working on developing a portable 
battery to store energy produced 
by the tab. 

They envision the system 
serving as a power source for vari-
ous wearable and self-powered 
electronic devices.

Washington, Feb. 11 (IANS): Scientists 
have discovered a special type of ultra-
violet (UV) light that can kill airborne flu 
viruses without harming human tissues, 
according to a new study.

Broad-spectrum ultraviolet C (UVC) 
light, which has a wavelength of between 
200 to 400 nanometres, has been rou-
tinely used to kill bacteria and viruses 
by destroying the molecular bonds that 
hold their DNA together, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

“Unfortunately, conventional ger-
micidal UV light is also a human health 
hazard and can lead to skin cancer and 
cataracts, which prevents its use in public 
spaces,” said David J. Brenner, lead author 
and director of the Centre for Radiological 
Research at Columbia University Irving 
Medical Centre, in a statement on Sat-
urday.

By contrast, the study found that 

continuous low doses of far-UVC light, 
which is around 207 to 222 nanometers in 
wavelength, is capable to inactivate more 
than 95 per cent of aerosolized H1N1 flu 
virus in a lab setting.

Moreover, earlier studies have proved 
that far-UVC light is not harmful to the 
human body.

If these results are confirmed in other 
scenarios, the use of overhead far-UVC 
light in hospitals, doctors’ offices, schools, 
airports, airplanes and other public 
spaces could provide a powerful check on 
seasonal flu epidemics and pandemics, 
said the study.

Flu activity continues to increase 
across the United States, making the sea-
son the most recent “high” severity sea-
son, the US Centres for Disease Control 
and Prevention said in a report on Friday.

Sixty-three children died from flu this 
winter, it added.

New York, Feb. 11 (IANS): 
Researchers have found 
a way to make wood so 
strong that it could replace 
steel in any application, 
including in cars and air-
planes.

The researchers be-
lieve that the new process, 
detailed in the journal Na-
ture, could make wood 
stronger than even many 
titanium alloys.

“This new way to treat 
wood makes it 12 times 
stronger than natural 
wood and 10 times tough-
er,” said lead researcher 
Liangbing Hu, Associate 
Professor at University of 
Maryland in the US.

“This kind of wood 
could be used in cars, air-
planes, buildings -- any 
application where steel is 
used,” Hu said.

The new wood treat-
ment process involves two 

steps. The first step in-
volves partial removal of 
lignin -- the glue between 
wood cells -- and hemicel-
lulose (which increases 
the packing density of the 
cell wall) from the natural 
wood via a boiling process 
in an aqueous mixture of 
sodium hydroxide and 
sodium sulphite.

This is followed by hot-
pressing, leading to the 
total collapse of cell walls 
and the complete den-
sification of the natural 
wood with highly aligned 
cellulose nanofibres. 

“This strategy is shown 
to be universally effec-
tive for various species of 
wood,” the study said. 

The team measured 
the dense wood’s mechan-
ical properties and found 
it to be both strong and 
tough. 

“It is as strong as steel, 

but six times lighter. It 
takes 10 times more en-
ergy to fracture than natu-
ral wood. It can even be 
bent and moulded at the 
beginning of the process,” 
said Teng Li, Associate 
Professor at University of 
Maryland.

The team also tested 
the new wood mate-
rial and natural wood by 
shooting bullet-like pro-
jectiles at it. 

The projectile blew 
straight through the natu-
ral wood. The fully treated 
wood stopped the projec-
tile partway through, the 
study said. 

“Soft woods like pine 
or balsa, which grow fast 
and are more environ-
mentally friendly, could 
replace slower-growing 
but denser woods like teak 
in furniture or buildings,” 
Hu said.

that the chemical bonding 
of polyimine we use allows 
the e-skin to be both self-
healing and fully recycla-
ble at room temperature,” 
said Jianliang Xiao, from 
the University of Colorado 
Boulder in the US.

“Given the millions of 
tons of electronic waste 
generated worldwide ev-
ery year, the recyclability 
of our e-skin makes good 
economic and environ-
mental sense,” Xiao said.

Another benefit of the 
new e-skin is that it can 
be easily conformed to 
curved surfaces like hu-
man arms and robotic 
hands by applying mod-
erate heat and pressure 
to it without introducing 
excessive stresses.

“Let’s say you want-
ed a robot to take care of 
a baby,” said Wei Zhang 
from the University of Col-
orado Boulder.

“In that case you would 
integrate e-skin on the 
robot fingers that can feel 
the pressure of the baby.

The idea is to try and 
mimic biological skin with 
e-skin that has desired 
functions,” Zhang said.

To recycle the skin, 
the device is soaked into 
recycling solution, mak-
ing the polymers degrade 
into oligomers (polymers 
with polymerization de-
gree usually below 10) and 
monomers (small mol-
ecules that can be joined 
together into polymers) 
that are soluble in ethanol.
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A match in progress during the Red Shield Division Polo Tournament at the Mapal Kangjeibung in Imphal 
on Sun. Feb. 11.

EM Images

Evgenia Medvedeva, of the Olympic Athletes of Russia performs in the ladies single figure skating in the 
Gangneung Ice Arena at the 2018 Winter Olympics in Gangneung, South Korea on Sun. Feb. 11.

The top four winners of Chakhroma wrestling meet with event officials after the competition on Feb. 7.

Manchester City's Ilkay Gundogan, right, and Leicester City's Riyad Mahrez battle for the ball during 
the English Premier League soccer match at the Etihad Stadium, Manchester in England on Sat. Feb. 10.

AP/PTI

South Africa's batsman David Miller, front, watches his shot 
next to India's wicketkeeper MS Dhoni, during the fourth One-
Day International cricket match at the Wanderers stadium in 
Johannesburg, South Africa on Sat. Feb. 10.

AP/PTI

Newcastle midfielder Matt Ritchie celebrates after scoring during the English Premier League match against Manchester United at the St 
James' Park in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, north east England on Sun. Feb. 11.

SA showed a lot of character 
and deserved to win, says Kohli

Russian woman figure 
skater spins world record

Four-goal hero Aguero salutes De Bruyne

Red shield div. polo tourney 
underway in Imphal

Newcastle rock Man. Utd as Huddersfield win at last

Chakhroma wrestling meet held

Johannesburg, Feb. 11 
(ptI): India captain Virat 
Kohli has rued his team's 
misfortune but admitted 
that South Africa were the 
deserving winners as they 
showed a lot of character 
during their five-wicket 
win in the fourth ODI 
here.

With their tail up in the 
series following a 3-0 lead, 
India went into Satur-
day's game as favourites 
but twin weather breaks 
coupled with a few missed 
chances brought a halt to 
their rampaging ODI run 
as South Africa kept the 
series alive.

"In hindsight you have 
to give credit to South 
Africa. I think they played 
with a lot of character 
in the end, they pulled 
through, they deserved to 
win," Kohli said after last 
night's weather-hit and 
curtailed ODI.

"They are a quality 
side, we expected them 
to play quality cricket and 
they played well. We know 
we'll have to be at the top 
of our game to get another 
win under our belt and 
we'll work extremely hard 
for that," he added.

Opting to bat, Shikhar 
Dhawan and Kohli were 
going great guns before 

lightning first stopped 
play when the visitors 
were placed at 200 for 2. 
Although no overs were 
cut, India lost the momen-
tum and only finished at 
289 for 7.

Another rain break lat-
er, during South Africa's 
innings, forced the match 
to be reduced to 28 overs 

with the hosts set a revised 
target of 202.

Kohli also noted how 
conditions had worked 
against his team as India 
scored just 89 in 16.3 overs 
after the first break of play.

"After the break when 
Shikhar and Jinks (Ajinkya 
Rahane) came off the 
wicket played a bit differ-

London, Feb. 11 (AFp): 
Sergio Aguero was the 
four-goal hero of Man-
chester City's 5-1 victory 
over Leicester, but the 
Argentina striker was 
quick to praise Kevin De 
Bruyne for his contribu-
tion to the rout.

Aguero demolished 
Leicester in the second 
half at Eastlands on Sat-
urday as the Premier 
League leaders moved 
another step closer to 
the title.

Aguero's third haul 
of three goals or more 
this season took his total 
for the campaign to 28 
and his overall City tally 
to 197.

But as impressive as 
Aguero was, City again 
owed a lot to Belgium 
midfielder De Bruyne, 
who created his side's 
opening three goals in 
another outstanding dis-
play.

pyeongChang (South Korea), Feb. 11 
(IANS): Russian woman figure skater 
Evgenia Medvedeva set a world record by 
earning 81.06 points and in the process 
bagged the first medal for her side in the 
team short dance event at the 2018 Win-
ter Olympic Games.

She bested her previous record set at 
the 2017 team championship in Tokyo 
(80.85 points). 

Medvedeva also holds the world 
records in the free programme (160.46) 
and the sum of two programmes (241.31), 
reports Tass news agency. 

Carolina Kostner from Italy is second 
(75.1 points) and Kaetlyn Osmond from 
Canada is third with 71.38 points.

The result showed by Medvedeva 
made it possible for the Russia team to 
hold the second place after the short 
dance and continue in the race for med-
als. The team event will end on February 
12.

According to the decision of the 
International Olympic Committee, Rus-
sian athletes compete at the 2018 Winter 
Olympics as 'Olympic Athletes from Rus-
sia' under the Olympic flag.

ently, it wasn't as good to 
bat after the break," he 
said.

"After the lightning 
break the guys felt with 
the weather getting cooler, 
the wicket got faster in the 
evening, and that contin-
ued through the innings, 
so I don't think the guys 
quite settled in in the later 
half." 

Kohli felt the curtail-
ment of the match helped 
South Africa.

"The game getting 
shorter probably worked 
in their favour, they had to 
hit regardless of what the 
situation was.

If it was a full game you 
never know," he said.

"It was more like a T20 
game where you have to 
go after the bowlers and 
it can get difficult when 
people get into a groove 
and when a side has mo-
mentum it can be very 
difficult to stop them." 

The India skipper also 
gave credit to South Af-
rica for the way they went 
about their run chase.

"Especially Miller and 
their wicket keeper batted 
very well, when we got AB 
I thought we were in the 
game, but those two guys 
took the game away from 
us," he said.

"(After the second 
break in play) the ball was 
getting a little wet, but I 
won't say it was too wet. 
The wicket was good to 
bat on.

Our spinners were get-
ting a little bit of turn but 
South Africa took their 
chances and it came off.

"They improvised re-
ally well and it came off 
for them, they showed real 
character, they showed 
guts, they tried a few 
things and they deserved 
to win," Kohli added.

The Indians also had 
themselves to blame as 
David Miller was given 
two lives -- a dropped 
catch in the deep and then 
was bowled off a no ball off 
Yuzvendra Chahal when 
he was on 6 and 7 respec-
tively. He went on to make 
39 off 28 balls.

"We did not grab our 
chances. You have to take 
your chances in this game, 
no balls are a fine line as 
well. We did not deserve 
to win, that's the way the 
game goes," Kohli said.

"No balls are always 
something that hurts you 
as a team but you can't be 
too hard on the boys. They 
try their best out there in 
the middle and mistakes 
do happen," he added.   

"Luckily Kevin De 
Bruyne is playing for us 
and helping us to score," 
said Aguero, who with 

1 4 3  Pre m i e r  L e a g u e 
strikes is now only three 
short of moving into the 
competition's top 10.

"I am very lucky be-
cause most of the goals 
come from his assists - I 
just have to hit the ball. 

Dimapur, Feb. 11 (EMN): 
The 24th wrestling meet 
of Chakhroma Sports 
Association (CSA) was 
held on the Feb. 7 at Chu-
mukedima local ground 
with the theme “Unity 
through sports”.

The opening ceremo-
ny was attended by Ro-
kolhou Angami, director, 
Naagaamii Infratech Pvt. 

Ltd. as the chief guest 
and the prize sponsors 
for the meet were Akho 
Nagi, Tenikolie Krose, 
Pelelhoulie Doze and 
Asekho Talie.

The event witnessed 
indigenous wrestling 
style of the community 
and the freestyle wres-
tling where Seyiesalie 
Nakhro emerged as the 

champion in Naga style. 
Visietso Krose came sec-
ond with Vikehepie Sirie 
and Teisonguto Meyase 
in third and fourth place. 
CSA wishes the wrestlers 
all the very best for their 
future endeavours and 
also thanks all the well 
-wishers of CSA for their 
continuous support and 
prayer.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 11 (EMN): 
The prestigious 8th Red 
Shield Division Polo 
Tournament got  un-
derway with an impres-
sive opening ceremony 
at the historic Mapal 
Kangjeibung in the heart 
of Imphal town on Sun. 
Feb. 11.

13 polo teams will be 
contesting for top hon-
ours in the event. 

Inspector General As-
sam Rifles (South) Major 
General Virendra Singh 
and President H Deleep 
Singh of Manipur Horse 
Riding and Polo Associa-
tion (MHRPA) attended 
the colourful inaugura-
tion function as the chief 
guest and the president.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, MHRPA President 
Deleep complimented 
the Army and Red Shield 
Division for supporting 
and promoting the tradi-
tional sporting culture of 
Manipur.

Deleep, who is the 
Commissioner of state 
Higher Education & So-
cial Welfare, also thanked 
the Army for its endea-
vours in bringing peace 
and prosperity to the 
state. He further compli-
mented the organising 
committee of the Army 
for their effort in con-
ducting this tournament.

On the other hand, 
Major General Virendra 
Singh wished all the par-
ticipating teams the very 

best for the exhilarating 
matches and mentioned 
that competition of this 
nature inculcates in us 
the spirit to win and per-
form to the limits of our 
potential. He also high-
lighted that encouraging 
young people to broaden 
the horizons of their am-
bition is vital and polo 
which is a competitive 
sport should play a major 
role in inculcating spirit 
of sportsmanship in the 
young and budding rid-
ers of Manipur.

The day’s inaugural 
ceremony also witnessed 
an impressive band dis-
play by the Indian Army 
and tent pegging exhibi-
tion by junior riders of 
Manipur.

I am happy for him as 
well. He is a great play-
er and any team in the 
world would love to have 
him."

It was the perfect way 
for City to sign off from 
Premier League action 
for the month, with Pep 
Guardiola's side having 
Champions League, FA 
Cup and League Cup 
commitments in the next 
fortnight. With a League 
Cup final date against Ar-
senal looming at the end 
of the month, Aguero 
says City are focused on 
silverware rather than 
individual plaudits.

"The goals are very 
important because they 
help the team to win," 
Aguero said.

"But I think we are 
very close to achieving 
important things. That 
is why I am very happy, 
personally and for the 
team."

London, Feb. 11 (AFp): 
Matt Ritchie condemned 
Manchester United to a 
shock 1-0 defeat at strug-
gling Newcastle, while 
Huddersfield climbed out 
of the relegation zone after 
a 4-1 win against Bour-
nemouth on Sunday.

United's second defeat 
in their last three Premier 
League games leaves them 
16 points behind lead-
ers Manchester City. Jose 
Mourinho's second placed 
side, beaten by Tottenham 
in their last away game, 

were rarely at their best at 
St James' Park and paid the 
price in the 65th minute.

United defender Chris 
Smalling was booked for 
diving inside his own half 
and from the resulting 
Jonjo Shelvey free-kick, 
Dwight Gayle latched onto 
a header and played a 
backheel towards Ritchie.

Ritchie's run was com-
pletely untracked by Unit-
ed's sloppy defence and 
the Newcastle winger fired 
low past David De Gea.

Mourinho responded 

by pulling off Paul Pog-
ba after another under-
whelming display from 
the France midfielder.

And United should 
have equalised soon af-
ter, but when Newcastle 
failed to clear a corner, 
Anthony Martial saw two 
shots blocked on the line 
by Gayle.

"Newcastle fought like 
animals, I hope they take 
that as a compliment. The 
gods of football were on 
their side," Mourinho said.

"It wasn't going to hap-

pen for us today. New-
castle gave what they have, 
that's a beautiful thing in 
football.

"We made a defensive 
mistake and when they are 
in front they had only one 
thing in mind and gave 
their lives to keep a clean 
sheet."

Newcastle had kicked 
off in the relegation zone, 
but a first win in five 
league games -- their first 
success against United 
since 2013 -- lifts them to 
13th place.

At the John Smith's 
Stadium, David Wagner's 
team took a seventh-min-
ute lead as Alex Pritchard 
took Mounie's pass and 
drilled in his first Hudder-
sfield goal since his Janu-
ary move from Norwich.

J u n i o r  S t a n i s l a s 
equal ised for  Bour-
nemouth with a cool fin-
ish from Ryan Fraser's 
cross seven minutes later.

But Mounie restored 
Huddersfield's advantage 
with a 27th-minute head-
er and the Benin striker 
netted again from Aaron 
Mooy's pass to put the 
hosts in control in the 
66th minute.

Rajiv van La Parra con-
verted a stoppage-time 
penalty to lift Hudders-
field out of the bottom 
three after they had sunk 
to five consecutive league 
games.

The Terriers are one 
point above the relegation 
zone, while Bournemouth 
remain in mid-table.

Huddersfield's first 
league win in nine match-
es was marred by an inju-
ry to Australia midfielder 
Mooy, who was stretch-
ered off with a knee prob-
lem 15 minutes from time.

Later on Sunday, Liv-
erpool face Southamp-
ton at St Mary's as Jurgen 
Klopp's side look to bol-
ster their bid for Champi-
ons League qualification 
via a top-four finish.


