
Our Correspondent 
Mokokchung, Feb. 10 (EMN): 
The Mokokchung division of the 
National People's Party (NPP) 
kicked off of its election cam-
paign on Feb. 10 at Majakong 
ward in Mokokchung.

The NPP has fielded four 
candidates in the district, which 
has the highest number of rep-
resentations in the Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly with 10 
allotted seats. The candidates 
are Imnatiba from 22nd Arka-
kong assembly constituency 
(AC), S Supongmeren Jamir 
from 25th Mongya AC, T Cha-
lukumba  from 28th Koridang 
AC, and Dr. K Chuba from 29th 

Jangpetkong AC.
NPP Mokokchung division's 

president I Bendang Jamir said 
that the party was a young 
national party and a freshly-
launched party in Nagaland. He 
appealed to the people to test the 
party and decide for themselves 
whether it was good for them.

NPP is a national political 
party in India founded by the 
late PA Sangma. Although its 
influence is concentrated in the 
state of Meghalaya, it has spread 
its wings to Kerala, Punjab and 
most of the Northeast states.

“As a secular and tribal-cen-
tric party, it believes that only 
literacy and education can em-

power the weaker sections and 
eradicate the zenith of corrup-
tion and solve the problem of 
educated unemployed youth in 
the state,” said Matsungtula, sec-
retary of the NPP at Mokokchung 
during a press briefing on Sat. 

Asserting that ‘educating the 
people will free the society from 
the menace of corruption,’ the 
party's leaders said that they 
should vote for the NPP 'if the 
people’s need is for peace and 
development.'  

The NPP's district officials 
also claimed that the party was 
expecting to win more than 10 
seats in the forthcoming elec-
tions to the Nagaland assembly. 

They are hopeful of joining a 
new government as an alliance 
partner. 

The NPP, launched on Dec. 2 
2017 in Nagaland, has decided to 
field 26 candidates to the 60-seat 
Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
this time. Out of the 26, two are 
women: Dr. K Mangyangpula 
Chang from 53rd Noksen AC and 
Wedie-ü Kronu from Dimapur-
III AC.

During the formal  pro-
gramme that was conducted to 
mark the launch of the party's 
campaign, short speeches were 
delivered by NPP candidate K 
Chalukumba, and representa-
tives of other candidates. 

The chief ministerial candidate of the Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party 
Neiphiu Rio speaking during an event declaring the candidature of Dr. Kekhrie Yhome, 
the party’s candidate for 10-Northen Angami I assembly constituency, on Feb. 10 at 
Kohima. Yhome will engage in a triangular fight with Naga People's Front's candidate 
Khriehu Liezietsu and Sievituo Linyu, an independent candidate.   

Leaders of the NPP's Mokokchung division along with the party’s candidates on Feb. 10 at Mokokchung town. 
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Life lived for tomorrow will 
always be just a day away 

from being realized. 

~ Leo Buscaglia

RNI NO. NAGENG/2002/07906VOL. XVII  NO. 41  | PAGES 12  ` 4/-      DIMAPUR, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2018

EM Images

EASTERN MIRROR

 

Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 23° 09°
Agartala 30° 13°
Gangtok 20° 06°
Guwahati 26° 11°
Imphal 23° 09°

Itanagar 23° 11°
Shillong 20° 04°
Delhi 22° 11°
Kolkata 29° 16°
Chennai 32° 24°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 20.6° 9.3°
DIMAPUR 26.3° 14.6°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 75%
DIMAPUR NIL 83%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Longkhum village; 11 arrested
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Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Feb. 10 
(EMN): Eleven persons 
were arrested as rival par-
ty supporters clashed at 
Longkhum village in 28th 
Koridang assembly con-
stituency of Mokokchung 
district on the night of 
Feb. 9, barely three weeks 
ahead of the assembly 
elections in Nagaland. 

Supporters of the Naga 
People's Front (NPF) and 
the Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP) candidates in 
Longkhum village report-
edly engaged in pelting 

stones at one another and 
used catapults during a 
fight for dominance over 
‘a campaigning area’ on 
Fri. night.  

Official sources said 
that after the NDPP can-
didate had declared his 
candidature at the village, 
a tense situation flared up 
in the evening between 
the rival parties. The min-
ister of Health and Family 
Welfare Imkong L Imchen 
is the NPF candidate from 
said constituency while 
the NDPP is represented 
by C Lima Imchen. 

Police sources report-

ed that the first clash be-
tween the rival parties 
started around 4.30 pm 
in the evening. However, 
a team of riot police de-
fused the situation, it was 
informed.

But again, tension 
flared up again some 
hours later at a differ-
ent location which was 
brought under control 
by the police. Police said 
that a third clash started 
around 8.30 pm during 
which 11 people were ar-
rested; an air pistol, 14 live 
.22 rounds and a crude 
country-made bomb were 

seized from their posses-
sion, it was informed. 

A complaint has been 
lodged with police sta-
tion-II. The arrested per-
sons have been produced 
before the court. The dis-
trict administration had 
also imposed section 144 
of the Criminal Procedure 
Code (CrPC) of 1973 in 
Longkhum village during 
the previous night.

Additional forces from 
the Nagaland police and 
CRPF are said to have 
been deployed to main-
tain law and order in the 
village.

Agartala, Feb. 10 (IANS): Compared 
with the 2013 Tripura assembly polls, 
the number of candidates facing 
criminal charges in the February 
18 polls have decreased by one per 
cent to 7 per cent, a report said here 
on Saturday.

The 62-page analytical report 
said that the number of women can-
didates is 8 per cent (24) this time, 
out of the total 297 candidates as 
against 6 and 9 per cent in 2013 and 
2008 assembly polls, when the total 
number of candidates was 249 and 
313 respectively.

According to report of the Tripu-
ra Election Watch (TEW), a state 
body of the National Election Watch 
(NEW), 12 per cent (35) candidates 
are crorepatis this time against 6 per 
cent (16) and two per cent (7) in 2013 
and 2008 polls respectively.

"Of the 35 crorepati candidates, 
18 are from Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), nine from Congress, four from 

ruling Communist Party of India-
Marxist (CPI-M) who have declared 
their assets ranging from Rs 20 mil-
lion to Rs 50 million," NEW Tripura 
state coordinator Biswendu Bhat-
tacharjee told the media here.

He said: "There are criminal 
cases against 22 per cent of 51 BJP 
candidates, 7 per cent of 59 Congress 
candidates and four per cent of the 
57 CPI-M contestants."

According to the report, 173 (58 
per cent) of the 297 candidates are 
5th and 12th Class pass while 121 (41 
per cent) candidates are graduates or 
have higher degrees while one can-
didate never went to school.

In all, 140 candidates (47 per 
cent) of different political parties 
have declared their age in the affida-
vit, submitted with the nomination 
papers, between 25 and 50 years 
while 156 (53 per cent) candidates 
have declared their age between 51 
and 80 years.

The TEW, a platform of academi-
cians, journalists, social activities, 
intellectuals, NGOs and retired of-
ficials, published the 62-page report 
of the candidates' profile based 
on affidavits filed along with their 
nomination papers. Since December 
2003, the TEW and NEW and ADR 
(Association of Democratic Reforms) 
in association with the other non-
political bodies have been publish-
ing such candidate profile reports 
before all state assembly and Lok 
Sabha elections in India.

"Following the Supreme Court 
judgment of May 2, 2002, and March 
13, 2003, it is the citizens' fundamen-
tal right to know the background of 
their candidates before they cast 
their valuable votes," said Bhattach-
arjee, coordinator of ADR and TEW.

The ADR, a national body work-
ing for improving democracy and 
governance in India since 1999, 
helped TEW compile the report.

Dimapur, Feb. 10 (EMN): 
The Dimapur district ad-
ministration on Feb. 9 
held a meeting with of-
ficials of the Public Works 
Department (PWD) to 
discuss the status of con-
struction of three bridges 
currently in progress in 
Dimapur. 

A DIPR report on Feb. 
10 informed that the dep-
uty commissioner has in-
structed that the depart-
ment officials “make all 

efforts for making alterna-
tive arrangements” in the 
event of the bridges being 
not completed before the 
onset of monsoon.

“EE PWD (R&B) briefed 
the house about the sta-
tus of the 3 bridges under 
construction at Dimapur 
which are (a) construction 
of RCC girder bridge over 
Dhansiri river at Nagarjan 
Dimapur (b) construc-
tion of RCC girder bridge 
over Chathe Diphupar’ B’ 

behind Referral Hospital  
(c) construction of RCC 
girder bridge over Bailijan 
before Vihokhu village.  
The engineer informed 
that works are being car-
ried out on 24×7 basis,” 
the DIPR report stated. 

“The house also agreed 
to give ROW for improve-
ment of city portion of Di-
mapur (106.9km) to Patkai 
bridge (124.20km) to EE 
PWD (NH) Dimapur,” it 
stated. 

Shillong, Feb. 10 (IANS): In a 
major setback to the BJP before 
the February 27 Meghalaya As-
sembly polls, the party's spokes-
person Sony Khyriem joined 
the ruling Congress party with 
hundred of his supporters on 
Saturday.

Khyriem said he took the 
step in protest against the BJP's 
decision not to nominate a 
candidate in West Shillong as-
sembly constituency, besides 
the "anti-minorities stand" of 
the BJP.

"The 'dictatorial attitude' not 
to nominate a candidate in the 

Constituency speaks volumes 
of the BJP's tyrannical mindset 
and the despotic choice," Khy-
riem told IANS after he joined 
the Congress along with his 
supporters.

"We failed to understand the 
idea behind BJP decision not to 
nominate a candidate from West 
Shillong assembly constituency, 
a seat which the BJP had won in 
the last Shillong parliamentary 
elections," he said.

The Congress has pitted Mo-
hendro Rapsang against veteran 
sitting United Democratic Party 
legislator Paul Lyngdoh and Na-

tional People's Party nominee 
Havergail Bareh.

Moreover, Khyriem said that 
his decision to quit the BJP 
was also because of the anti-
minorities stand of the saffron 
party, which is unacceptable to 
the people of India.

"Everyone is aware of the 
anti-minorities stand of the BJP. 
We have also seen in the media 
reports that the central govern-
ment has rejected the visa ap-
plication of a global Christian 
leader Reverend Paul Msiza to 
attend 150 years of Christianity 
in Garo Hills region," he said.

The visa application of the 
Baptist World Alliance leader 
was rejected by the Consulate 
General of India in Johannes-
burg, South Africa, on Wednes-
day, a move which was criticised 
by the Christian community in 
poll-bound Meghalaya.

The Baptist World Alliance is 
a worldwide alliance of Baptist 
churches and organisations, 
formed in 1905 in London.

Khyriem voiced confidence 
that the Congress will retain 
power in Meghalaya as people 
have more faith and confidence 
in the Congress party. 

Dimapur, Feb. 10 (EMN): The Nagaland Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (NPCC) has stated that the Nagaland 
assembly elections of 2018 will be a watershed in the his-
tory of Nagaland that will ‘define the course of Nagaland 
politics in the years to come.’   

The reason, according to a press release from the 
NPCC, was because, “This is not a mere clash of political 
parties fighting for power but a clash of ideology” in the 
elections. “On one side, the Indian National Congress 
through NPCC stands by the ideology and principles of 
secularism and liberal democracy, while we have the BJP 
on the other side representing the Hindutva forces ably 
supported by alliance partners like the NDPP. 

“Today we still have a choice to either accept or reject 
the Hindutva forces before we are left without any choice 
once they grab absolute power and start imposing their 
divisive agenda. In guarding this precious choice of the 
people, NPCC has always stood by its ideological com-
mitment to the idea of secularism and liberal democracy 
all through the years and therefore will not allow the BJP 
and its alliance partner NDPP to compromise the rights 
of our people and our way of life, the statement read.

The NPCC has invited ‘any secular minded parties 
and leaders in forming a broad consensus to provide 
secular and stable government and to stop the onslaught 
of Hindutva forces in Nagaland.’ 

According to the NPCC, the BJP’s relentless pursuit of 
holding assembly elections in Nagaland by disregarding 
the wishes and aspirations of the people will remain a big 
blot in the long history of the Nagas. 

“Their promise of finding settlement within 18 
months of coming to power has now stretched into 45 
months and now the Nagas will be fed with the another 
promise of final settlement after 2019 parliamentary 
elections. The downslide of BJP in the nation has begun,” 
it stated. 

New Delhi, Feb. 10 (IANS): The 
Unique Identification Authority of 
India (UIDAI) on Saturday asked 
central and state government de-
partments not to deny essential 
services for want of an Aadhaar 
number.

In a statement the Aadhaar 
implementing agency said that 
"genuine beneficiary" should not 
be denied essential services like 
"medical help, hospitalisation, 
school admission or ration through 
PDS" for the want of the unique 
identity number.

"UIDAI has taken a serious note 

of some of the cases reported in me-
dia recently in which it is claimed 
that the want of Aadhaar has result-
ed in the denial of essential services 
like hospitalisation or medical help 
by some lower level staffs causing 
grave inconvenience to people," the 
statement said. 

"While real facts behind such 
claims of denial are being investi-
gated by the concerned agencies 
and strict action will be taken in 
case denial has occurred."

According to the statement, the 
"Section 7 of Aadhaar Act 2016" has 
a clear provision for "no exclusion 

or denial". 
"Aadhaar enables people to 

establish their identity so that they 
receive their entitlements and ex-
ercise their rights without any fear 
of being excluded," the statemenet 
said. 

"However, there have been some 
media reports that some service 
providers are denying essential and 
other services for want of Aadhaar. 
Such violations are punishable un-
der respective laws of the land. Un-
der no circumstance, anyone can be 
denied a service just because he or 
she doesn't have an Aadhaar."

Dimapur, Feb. 10 (EMN): In a commend-
able effort, the council members of Kevijau 
colony in Dimapur on Sat. have decided 
to organise a “common platform” during 
which candidates from the constituency 
under which the locality falls can address 
voters from the colony one at a time. 

A meeting of the Kevijau council on Sat. 
decided that no political canvassing or es-
tablishing of ‘election camps’ would be al-
lowed within the colony. This was informed 
through a press release. The colony falls 
under Dimapur II constituency—which 
is set to witness a triangular fight among 
Moatosho Longkumer (NPF), Supulepten 
(NDPP) and Dr. Amos Lkr (AAP). 

The council has set Feb. 16, 2 pm at 
Kevijau council hall for the candidates to 
speak about their manifesto with voters. It 
has resolved to stand for clean election and 
the principle of ‘one man, one vote.’ 

Accordingly the council resolved also 
not to allow “outsiders” enter polling sta-
tions at Kevijau, except for polling officials 
on the day of polling. “No posters, banners 
shall be allowed to put (sic) in the colony,” 
it stated while warning that the council 
shall “take appropriate action against any 
defaulters.”

Dimapur, Feb. 10 (EMN): 
The establishment of 
the chief election officer 
(CEO) of Nagaland has 
informed that scrutiny of 
nomination papers for 
33rd Suruhoto assembly 
constituency has been 
adjourned yet again to Feb. 
12.  Earlier, the CEO had 
scheduled the scrutiny to 
Feb. 10. However, it was 
informed that the second 
rescheduling was made 
because Feb. 10 was a non-
working day. 
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Peren’s DEO leads clean election walkathon Peren’s planning 
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free and fair voting 

Dimasa orgs. appeal to parties to honour election norms

National Lok Adalat settles 41 cases 

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 15.4 10.6 6.8 64 NIL

ZBT - - - - -

MON 24 11.2 14.7 92 NIL

TUENSANG 16 9 4 58 NIL

MKG 14.2 6 6.4 56 NIL

PHEK 20 6.4 8.3 69 -

KIPHIRE 14 7 9.7 93 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 21 12 8.1 54 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 25 8 10 77 NIL

JALUKIE 26 18 10.5 65 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 25.2 16 12.9 58 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Feb. 10 (EMN): The 
National Lok Adalat on Feb. 10 
settled 41 cases out of 112 cases, 
which were mostly in the pre-lit-
igation stages. This was informed 
in a press release issued to the 
media on Sat. from the legal au-
thorities in Dimapur.

The total settlement from the 
disposed cases amount to INR 
1584000, it was stated.

 Eight Lok Adalat sitting 
benches were constituted in eight 
districts which were conducted 
in the premises of district court 
buildings. 

The cases were mostly about 
bank recovery cases at pre-lit-
igation stages, and a few cases 
already pending before subordi-
nate courts were also said to have 
been referred for settlement. 

A significant number of cases 
were disposed and proceedings 

Kohima’s local ground not to be let
The district election commissioner of Kohima Rajesh 
Soundararajan has informed that Kohima’s local ground has 
been requisitioned for parking and deployment of vehicles 
engaged for the assembly election from Feb. 17 till Mar. 4. 
For stated reason, no application for allotment of the ground 
shall be entertained for stated period, the administration 
stated in the notice.

Briefing for grade-IV employees in 
Kohima 
All grade-IV employees appointed for election duty to 
the forthcoming Nagaland Legislative Assembly Election 
have been informed to report to the extra additional 
commissioner (devp.), I Changsang, in the conference hall 
of the deputy commissioner of Kohima for briefing on Feb. 
13 at 11 a.m. The district election officer has cautioned that 
action shall be taken against absentees in accordance with 
the representation of the People’s Act of 1950 and Conduct 
of Election Rules of 1961.

Owners of vehicles requisitioned in 
Dimapur asked to report 
The district election officer of Dimapur has informed 
all the owners whose vehicles have been requisitioned 
for the conduct of election and have not reported for 
checking on Feb. 10, to report to the Transport cell, deputy 
commissioner’s office in Dimapur, during office on or before 
Feb. 15. Failure to comply with the notice would invite 
penalty under section 167 of the Representation of the 
People Act of 1951, which may extend to the cancellation 
of the vehicle permit, the notice stated.

Second ‘randomization’ of EVM, 
VVPAT in Pughoboto
Electoral officer at Pughoboto in Zunheboto district, Nuhuta 
Tunyi, has informed that there shall be a review of electronic 
voting machines (EVM) and VVPATs would be conducted 
on Feb. 15 and the 16th at 10 a.m. in the Dobashi Hall of 
the additional deputy commissioner’s office in Pughoboto. 
Political parties and candidates of 13th Pughoboto assembly 
constituency are requested to send representatives on both 
the days.

NEWS IN BRIEF

were effectively carried with 
cooperation from bank officials 
and participation by litigants and 
debating parties, it informed.

In Kohima, during an inter-
view, a 45-year old lady from 
Kezobasa who benefited from 
the Lok Adalat’s free settlement 
of dispute held in the Kohima 
district and session judge’s court 
said that being a cultivator it 
was difficult to repay loans. She 
expressed gratitude to the Lok 
Adalat for a loan settlement of 
INR 49000 by paying only INR 
10000 after conciliation and 
compromise. 

The updates informed that 
officials of the UCO bank had 
stressed on the need to spread 
awareness among the people in 
the state about the Lok Adalat. 
Likewise, officials of the Bank of 
Baroda are said to have stated 
that with the help of the legal 
services authorities in organizing 
Lok Adalat, the bank can pursue 
matters about loan recovery more 
effectively and by saving time. 

The proceedings were also 
conducted in local dialects for the 
convenience of the uneducated 
and ‘without stressing much on 
legal technicalities.’

Dimapur, Feb. 10 (EMN): 
The district election of-
ficer (DEO) of Wokha 
district Dr. Manazir Jeel-
ani Samoon along with 
beauty pageant winners 
representing the district 
launched a Clean Elec-
tion signature campaign 
on Feb. 9 at the deputy 
commissioner’s office in 
Wokha. The DPRO gave 
updates about the event 

on Fri.
Speaking at the launch 

of the programme, Sa-
moon who is also the 
deputy commissioner of 
the district said that the 
DEO’s office was starting 
the signature campaign 
with the target to getting 
at least 20 to 30 thousand 
signatures to promote the 
cause of ethical elections.

The campaigners are 

said to be scheduling a 
visit to remote house-
holds in the four assem-
bly constituencies of the 
district to get signatures 
from citizens seeking to 
support the cause of clean 
elections in the state, the 
DEO informed.

The officer expressed 
optimism that the message 
of clean election would 
reach the grass root.

Dimapur, Feb. 10 (EMN): The monthly meeting of 
the Peren’s District Planning Development Planning 
Board (DPDB) was held on Feb. 9 at the old deputy 
commissioner’s office’s conference hall. The vice 
chairman of the DPDB Smita Sarangi presided over 
the meeting. 

Inquiring from the head of departments and offices 
about the prepared for the election, the vice chairman 
impressed upon the members that as a nodal officer 
of the department, each head was responsible for co-
ordinating and cooperation with the staff for overall 
performance. She requested the members to attend 
the meetings regularly.

Additional Deputy Commissioner Chubawati 
Chang, who is in charge of manpower management 
and vehicle requisition for the election, informed that 
the district was facing shortage of vehicles and enough 
manpower and that exemption was not possible.

The board deliberated also on the issue of housing 
facilities for staff and officers at the extended head-
quarter. For said reason, the board has decided to seek 
construction of a complex-type building.

Dimapur, Feb. 10 (EMN): The Di-
masa GB Union (DGBU) and Dimasa 
Public Organization (DPO) of Naga-
land have appealed to all the political 
parties contesting in Dimapur-III 
constituency and public to refrain 
from coercion, intimidation, and use 
of alcohol but to adhere to the princi-
ples of clean election. 

An appeal has been made in a 
press release issued by the presidents 
of the DGBU and the DPO on Sat. 

 “There have been instances in 
the past, people pouring in from 
outside the constituencies during the 
poll which are uncalled for,” the press 
release sated.

Therefore, the organizations ap-

pealed to citizens to maintain peace 
and tranquility during the poll proc-
ess and elect the best candidate who 
would deliver what is expected of 
them for the welfare of the constitu-
ency and the state in general. 

“Let us practice the democratic 
norms in exercising our respective 
voting rights,” it added.

Dimapur, Feb. 10 (EMN): The 
Tangshang Naga Students’ Associa-
tion (TNSA) held its second gen-
eral conference in Nanyun town in 
Myanmar. A press release from the 
students’ union on Sat. informed.

The conference was attended 
by chairman Naga self-admin-
istered zone Kay Saing as a chief 
guest and regional Hluttaw Mem-
ber of Parliament Tseing Maung as 
a special guest.

The chief guest in his speech 
urged the students create aware-
ness on drug abuse wish has being 
exploited in Tangshang region.

TNSA is right wing to bring 
social cultural transformation, 
education reformation and social 
harmony, he said.

Saing also appreciated the un-
ion executives for leading the 
students and youths to the right 
track.  

During the conference, new of-
fice bearers for the next tenure was 
also elected to be headed Khamlan 
Binkham as president, Yangring 
Hangmü as vice president, Thetan 
Kyülzdap as general secretary, 
Saicying Pansa as assistant general 
secretary, Mawwang Konjam as 
information and public secretary 
and six other executive members. 
Patron board and advisory board 
members were also instated.

Dimapur, Feb. 10 (EMN): In view of the forthcom-
ing elections to the 13th Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly, a joint meeting of the Yimchungrü Tribal 
Council, Yimchungrü Baptist Borü Amukhungto, 
Shamator Town Public Forum, Shamator Town 
Students Union and Yimchungberü (women) Ari-
hako Shamator Town was conducted on Feb. 9. 

The meeting resolved upon adhering to ‘guide-
lines’ for free and fair voting during election.  This 
was informed in a press release issued to the me-
dia on Sat. by the president of the YTC, and execu-
tive secretary and mission secretary of the YBBA.

During the meeting, the house resolved the fol-
lowing guidelines in order to ensure that political 
parties are well informed and to control the move-
ment and activities which may be detrimental to 
our society.  
1. Carrying of arms, alcohol, drugs or any intoxi-

cated items will be strictly prohibited.
2. No party / group shall damage any personal or 

public properties, blocking roads or causing 
inconvenience to general commuters during 
campaigns. If any damage occurs, individual 
in concern will be responsible for the damage 
and will be forwarded for arrest and kept till 
election is over.

3. Exchange of unacceptable languages detri-
mental to the fabric of Yimchungrü society, 
procession, propagating ill against other par-
ties, threatening of life, etc are strictly prohib-
ited. Befitting action will be initiated upon the 
defaulting individual as per deemed fit.

4. Setting up of one party-one camp is encour-
aged, as many camps may incur unnecessary 
expenditures and create anti-social elements.

5. Use of force or money for vote is strictly pro-
hibited.

6. As per the advice of NBCC, all the political par-
ties are appealed to submit their party mani-
festo in written form to the YTC & YBBA office 
for evaluation and to see that the manifesto is 
implemented after a candidate is successfully 
elected.

7. Churches under YBBA are requested to pray 
for the conduct of election in peaceful and 
conducive manner. 

Dimapur, Feb. 10 (EMN): 
The Kohima battalion of 
the Assam Rifles have 
informed about an op-
eration that was said to 
have been conducted at 
Themazie colony in Ko-
hima on Feb. 9. During 
the operation, the secu-
rity force apprehended 
one NSCN (KN) cadre, 
updates from the troops’ 
authority informed on 
Sat.

According to the press 

release, the operation 
was conducted based on 
specific information.

T h e  a c c u s e d  w a s 
identified as “rajupiyu” 
Neingumelie alias Ame-
lie, a resident of Kohima. 
Four extortion slips of the 
NSCN (KN) were found 
from his possession, the 
press release stated.

The accused is stated 
to have been handed 
over to North Police Sta-
tion in Kohima.

Dimapur, Feb. 10 (EMN): 
The distr ict  election 
officer of Peren Smita 
Sarangi led a ‘clean elec-
tion campaign walka-

thon’ on Feb. 9. The walk 
began at Monday Bazar 
and culminated at local 
ground in Peren district. 

Addressing the par-

ticipants the officer said 
that  the  walk  would 
‘bring changes to the 
state election.’ 

She thanked school 

children, government 
officials, church leaders, 
and others in the area for 
their participating in the 
event. 

A civil judge prisiding over the National Lok Adalak sitting bench in Wokha. 

Dr. Manazir Jeelani Samoon launching the Clean Eletion signature campaign in Wokha.

Smita Sarangi wirth district administration officials and others during the walkathon in Peren.

A local nongovernmental group called Pro Rural conducted a sanitation initiative called ‘Garbage to gold’ in the form of a training programme on 
household level composting on Feb. 3 at Kevijau colony, and another on Feb. 10 at Lingrijan colony in Dimapur. The event was collaboration with the 
Dimapur Municipal Council, updates from the group informed on Sat. 

Dr. Benjongliba Aier, a candidate of the Naga People’s Front for 30th Alongtaki assembly constituency seen here with senior citizens of the 
constituency during a service that was conducted for his campaign in Dimapur on Sat.

The accused and with items found from his possession.
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Dr. Krishna Kant Upadhyay 
addressing the students on 
February 10.
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CCEM members along with the contes ng candidates pose for group photo a er the special prayer service 
in Pfutsero town on February 10.

Award recipients of the Tetso College pose for a group photo during the scholas c day held in the college premises on February 9. 

Scholars insist on imparting writing skills 

Tetso College announces two scholarships 

BJP leader clarifies on party’s credibility

Medziphema organisations resolve

Shohe declares candidature 

Two former candidates join NDPP

Unity College hosts ‘Commmvanza’ CCEM reminds candidates of their obligations

Book on creative writing releasedKohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 10 (EMN): 
Scholars have voiced 
unanimity in their pro-
nouncement that writing 
skill is a prerequisite for 
the overall development 
of students. This was 
made known during a 
workshop on challenges 
and issues of ‘Teaching 
writing at the undergrad-
uate level in Nagaland’ 
held at Baptist College, 
Kohima, on February 10.

The keynote speaker 
Dr. Jano Sekhose, associ-
ate professor, department 
of English, Nagaland Uni-
versity, felt that textbook 
language has been so 
stressed upon in schools 

and colleges thereby leav-
ing limited room for good 
students to expand them-
selves.  She strongly felt 
that writing skills is im-
portant and necessary for 
the overall development 
of the students.

Dr. Rükulü K Puro, 
founder and chief in-
structor, CUE Academy of 
Writing Skills, has termed 
writing as a challenging 
task. He observed that 
written assignment has 
always been stressful for 
students as reflected in 
their given assignment.

English writing skills 
are overlooked by colleges 
said Dr. Avinuo Kire, as-
sistant professor, depart-

ment of English, Kohima 
College. She has attrib-
uted poor foundation and 
lacked of quality educa-
tion in high school for 
which students failed to 
express their views even 
on basic writing skills 
such as letter and essay 
writings.

She has suggested reg-
ular conduct of exercise 
in language to help the 
students. Kire also said 
various literature activi-
ties such as workshop and 
encouraging the students 
to speak English for com-
munication would help 
them.

Dr. Seyie Whiso, as-
sistant professor, depart-

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Feb. 10: Tetso 
College has announced 
two scholarships for stu-
dents on the occasion of 
its scholastic day held in 
the college premises on 
February 9.

The college has an-
nounced 50% scholar-
ship for students desiring 
to pursue their BBA and 
B Com at Tetso College 
which comes up to INR 
7300 per semester. The 
scholarship is for the du-
ration of the entire degree 
course aimed at encour-

aging more students to 
opt for commerce and 
management studies. The 
scholarship would be of-
fered from the new aca-
demic session. 

The college has also 
announced 100% schol-
arship to toppers from the 
NBSE HSLC and HSSLC 
exams, which basically 
entitles a student to free 
education for the entire 
duration of the course.

Principal of Pranab 
Vidyapith Higher Second-
ary School and the guest 
of honour, Manoj Bhat-

tacharjee, encouraged the 
students to take up com-
merce stream. He also 
congratulated the awar-
dees and appreciated the 
college community for its 
efforts in strengthening 
higher education in Na-
galand. 

Scholastic day was 
organised to celebrate 
the achievements and 
accomplishments of stu-
dents and staff. Awards 
and certificates were 
handed out to students 
and staff for 100% attend-
ance. 

Teachers who were 
awarded included Limala 
Longchar from the de-
partment of English; 
Mhabeni Tungoe, HOD 
of Education; Zujanbeni 
M Lotha from the depart-
ment of sociology; and 
Seyiesilie Vupru from the 
department of political 
science. 

The outstanding con-
tributor award for 2017 
was won by Ms. Kahor 
Raleng, HOD of English 
department and higher 
secondary supervisor, 
for her overall contribu- DP-314

Rükulü speaking at the one-day workshop on challenges and issues of ‘teaching wri ng at the undergraduate 
level in Nagaland’ held at Bap st College Kohima on February 10.

EM Images

Dr. Jano Sekhose, as-
sociate professor, 

department of English, 
Nagaland University, 
has officially launched a 
second CUE workbook 
titled ‘‘Introduction to 
academic and creative 
writing,’ a study skill sup-
port workbook based on 
the BA English syllabus, 
Nagaland University, au-
thored by  Dr. Rükulü K 
Puro, founder and chief 
instructor of CUE Acad-
emy of Writing Skills, at 
Baptist College Kohima 
on February 10.

In a prelude to the 
book, Sekhose wrote that 

he had made timely in-
tervention to promote 
language skills in a mean-
ingful context and inter-
esting format. The author 
has recognised writing 
as a skill that needs to 
be given more attention 
in the classrooms, espe-
cially in the undergradu-
ate and higher education 
courses.

The workbook is an 
introductory course for 
both academic and crea-
tive writing and the tasks 
and activities have been 
adapted within the con-
text of the students’ expe-
rience and interest.

ment of English, Kohima 
Science College, while 
speaking during the panel 
discussion, maintained 
that students should do a 
lot of research and called 
upon on the need for re-
search orientation for 
students to learn. He also 
suggested that procedural 
syllabus would help the 
students to learn more.

Dr. Vizovonuo Eliza-
beth, HoD, department 
of English, Baptist College 
Kohima and moderator, 
remarked that teachers 

failed to concentrate on 
a particular topic due 
to time constraint from 
the way syllabus are de-
signed. She also suggest-
ed giving preference to 
writing skills in order to 
help students for overall 
development.

The one-workshop 
was organised by CUE 
Academy of writing skills, 
hosted by Baptist Col-
lege Kohima, and sup-
ported by State Council of 
Education Research and 
Training, Nagaland.

Dimapur, Feb. 10 (EMN): Amidst accu-
sations from various quarters that BJP 
is a political wing of religious fanatic 
group, the party national executive 
member from Nagaland Johny G Reng-
ma clarified that BJP is a secular party 
in India.

In an attempt to allay apprehen-
sion on the BJP ideologies, Rengma 
stated that India as a secular country 
all political parties should be secular 
in their ideologies. He stated that no 

religious organisations including Chris-
tians should be non-secular as long as 
the people remain as citizens of secular 
democratic republic of India.

He added that non-secular leaders/ 
politicians should not be accepted by 
the Election Commission of India ac-
cording to the constitution of India. He 
added that election is a fundamental 
principle of a secular democratic India 
and is respected as an important festi-
val of democracy.

Dimapur, Feb. 10 (EMN): 
In supporting the clean 
election campaign, 
frontal organisations of 
Medziphema town have 
resolved that no outsid-
ers or voters not listed in 
the e-roll of Medziphema 
town should interfere in 
the democratic voting 
processes of any polling 
station within its juris-
diction on polling day. 
In this regard, the youth 
have been entrusted to 
initiate necessary meas-
ures for a free and fair 
polling on February 27.

The resolution to this 
effect was taken during a 
joint coordination meet-
ing of all the frontal or-
ganisations of Medziphe-
ma town on February 10 
at CYO Hall, Medziphe-

ma, led by its apex body, 
the Medziphema Town 
Mechü Krotho (MTMK).

The house consisted 
of MTMK, Gaonbu-
ras, Medziphema Town 
Women Organisation 
(MTWO), Medziphema 
Town Youth Organisation 
(MTYO), Medziphema 
Town Students’ Union 
(MTSU) and Medziphe-
ma Town Trade Union 
(MTUU).

In the meeting the 
house made a clarion call 
to the different commu-
nities, colonies, groups, 
organisations, etc never 
to beg or receive mon-
etary gifts from election 
related matters but to de-
nounce such practices. 

The house also af-
firmed that “all round 

development of Medz-
iphema should be our 
top priority and not 
other gifts during elec-
tion which may adversely 
affect developmental 
works in future.” 

It further requested 
all bonafide voters to ex-
ercise their rights from 
respective polling sta-
tions in Medziphema 
town without leaving for 
their native villages and 
towns.

The press release was 
appended by MTMK 
president Akhoto Kuotsu, 
MTYO president Asazo 
Talie, MTWO president 
Rüüzeü Khate, MTSU 
president Kevisese Krose, 
MTTU president Ako 
Kuotsu, and MTMK gener-
al secretary Khrielie Iralu.

Dimapur, Feb. 10 (EMN): 
The Naga Peoples’ Front’s 
(NPF) candidate for 32nd 
Atoizu assembly constitu-
ency Picto Shohe has on 
Sat. Feb. 10 declared his 
candidature to contest in 
the forthcoming Naga-
land assembly elections. 
He declared his candida-
ture at a programme at 
Atoizu local ground. 

Former legislator Sho-
he addressed the gathering 
and spoke about his com-
mitment for development 
in the area. People, he said, 
elect their representatives 
for development and elect-
ed leaders should work in 
tune with the needs of the 
people. He explained that 
elected legislators were 

servants of the public and 
not the other way round. 
He has sought support 
from the people to enable 
him to work in a better way 
for them. 

‘As an independent 
candidate I was able to 
bring progress and de-
velopment to the area 
and I can work better if I 
enter the government (as 
part of a ruling party),’ he 
maintained. 

The NPF’s work-
ing president, Huskha 
Yepthomi, exhorted the 
gathering. He expressed 
confidence that the party 
would return to power 
with a thumping major-
ity and form the govern-
ment again.

Dimapur, Feb. 10 (EMN): 
In a major boost to the 
NDPP candidate Kupota 
Khesoh, two former candi-
dates namely Dr. K Hoshi 
and Er. Vekho Swuro along 
with 2300 supporters have 
decided to support his 
candidature. The decla-
ration to this effect was 
made at Sukrezu town.

Both the former can-
didates had affirmed and 
declared to strengthen and 
work for Kupota Khesoh 
with their supporters and 
to strengthen the leader-
ship of  Neiphio Rio and 

Chinwang Konyak. 
Chairman of Sekreuzu 

Area Elders’ Forum, Bel-
hunyi Swuro, chaired the 
programme, while Rev. 
Vekuso Swuro invoked 
God’s presence. 

Kupota Khesoh while 
addressing the gathering 
thanked the two former 
candidates for their deci-
sion to support him. He 
has assured to serve the 
public with sincerity if 
elected to power. 

Dr. K Hoshi and Er. 
Vekho also spoke on the 
occasion.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Feb. 10: An 
inter-college ‘commerce’ 
festival dubbed the ‘Com-
mmvanza 2018,’ organ-
ised by the department 
of commerce of Unity 
College in Dimapur, was 
inaugurated on February 
10 in the college premises.

The director of Naga-
land University of College 
Development Council Dr. 
Krishna Kant Upadhyay 
was the chief guest of the 
event.

“Commmvanza” is 
an event for commerce 
colleges and students  in 
general that aims to incul-
cate a competitive spirit 
among commerce stu-
dents while acting as an 
interactive platform, said 
Dr. Tongpangkumla, the 
head of Unity College’s 
commerce department. 
The event, she said, was 
a devised from the two 
words ‘commerce’ and 
‘extravaganza.’

Addressing the com-
merce students, Dr. Upad-
hyay acknowledged that 
he was reluctant to accept 
the invitation initially be-
cause of the condition of 
the roads in the state. He 
described his travelling 
experience in the state as 
a ‘punishment.’ However, 
he said, the event would 
be the best chance for 
him to interact with stu-
dents.  

The chief guest ex-
horted the student com-
munity with tips about 
the career opportunities 
they can have. He in-
formed them that the in-
stitution of higher educa-
tion has four lakh vacant 

Dimapur, Feb. 10 (EMN): 
Chakhesang Clean Elec-
tion Movement (CEM) 
has organised a special 
prayer service for all the 
contesting candidates 
in the forthcoming state 
assembly election 2018 
at the conference hall of 
CBCC Mission Centre, T 
Chikri, in Pfütsero town 
on February 10.

Altogether 15 candi-
dates from four constitu-
encies including one and 
the first lady by name 
Rekha Rose will contest 
from Phek district. 

Dr. Küzhopoyo Tünyi, 
CCEM convenor, led the 
service, while Rev. Dr. 
Vezopa Tetseo, CBCC ex-
ecutive secretary, led the 

devotion and exhorted all 
to stand firm in their faith 
as baptized members and 
not to be swept away in 
times of trial by uphold-
ing the Bible portion in 
Psalms 33:12-20.

Rev. Khrütsoyi Lüruo 
urged the leaders to keep 
their identity clear by 
standing firm as Nagas 
and believers of Christ Je-
sus and together build the 
broken walls of the land.

Kekhwengulo Lea, 
CPO president, shared 
the concerns of the so-
ciety and how elected 
members must com-
mit themselves to serve 
the citizens. He said that 
though the political party 
principles differ from one 

another, they all have to 
focus on building of their 
people and bring the re-
quired developments in 
their time. He also ad-
vised them to keep good 
relations among them-
selves and represent the 
tribe and district well to 
state, and as a state to the 
nation. 

All the 13 candidates 
who attended the service 
shared their mind in brief. 

In conclusion, the 
congregation stood and 
prayed for the candidates. 
The meeting was at-
tended by the office bear-
ers from CPO- the apex 
body, CMA, CYF, CSU and 
church leaders of all de-
nominations. 

positions till date.
To fill the positions, 

Dr. Upadhyay encouraged 
the students to complete 
their masters in com-
merce, clear their Nation-
al Eligibility Test (NET), 
and P.HD—although it 
may require time. It will 
be a better option for 
them to contribute to the 
country’s academics. Also, 
students can venture into 
indigenous apparel in-
dustry, agriculture equip-
ment or the food industry 
as they are a good oppor-
tunity for them, the chief 
guest said. 

“There are many ad-
vertisements on MSME 
and the state government 
is continuously encour-
aging the youths to ven-
ture into MSME. In this 
way you can be a job pro-
vider to those job seekers 
to at least 50-100 people 
in the country”, exhorted 
Dr. Upadhyay. He pointed 
out that the contribu-
tion of the state in IAS, 
IPS and IPS is nil and for 
that reason called upon 
the student community 

to prepare and involve for 
administrative services.

Nagaland University is 
in an effort which is a part 
of education excellence 
by cooperating with na-
tional and international 
institutions and intro-
duce student exchange 
programme and also in-
troduce new programmes 
which are in high demand 
such as BDS, MBBS, MS, 
B.ED, to name a few, in-
formed Dr. Upadhyay.

Development Coun-
cil, Nagaland University 
will be introducing com-
petition among private 
affiliated colleges for de-
velopment and publish 
top 10 colleges so that 
students and universities 
can have easy access, he 
informed. 

Unity College Princi-
pal Dr. SK Chabbra in his 
welcome note said Com-
mmvanza 2018 was the 
1st event for commerce 
students’ and the college 
plans to make it an an-
nual event. St. Joseph’s 
College Jakhama, Baptist 
College Kohima, Oriental 
College Kohima, Kohima 
College, Mount Mary 
College Chumukedima, 
Eastern Christian College, 
Pranabananda Women’s 
college and Tetso College 
are the colleges partici-
pating for the event.     

The events held dur-
ing Commvanza 2018 
were- The Entrepreneur, 
Ad-Mad, Quiz-O-Ma-
nia, Group Discussion, 
Laughter Challenge and 
TurnCoat. The overall 
winner was Unity College 
and the runner up was 
Tetso College.

tion to the college. Un-
der her leadership, the 
English department se-
cured the top rank every 
year since the Nagaland 
University end semester 
exams, the most recent 
being the gold medal in 
the NU English honours 
programme in 2017. The 
department has also been 
securing distinctions in 
the NBSE HSSLC Exams. 

The student of the 
year 2017 for degree level 
was awarded to Merenin-
la Jamir, BA 6th Semester 
(English Hons) and the 
student of the year 2017 
for higher secondary level 
was won by Inato Aye, 
Class XII (Commerce). 
The class champions for 
the year 2017 was won 
by the BA 4th semester 
students for winning the 
majority of events over 
the course of sports week 
and other events held in 
the previous year. 

Two college publica-
tions were also launched 
namely ‘Expressions: A 
Tetso College Anthol-
ogy of Art and Literature’ 
(ISBN 978-81-929456-3-
7), the English Depart-
ment’s ebook and the 
‘Tetso Interdisciplinary 
Journal, Vol. 6’ (ISSN - 
2319-2925), the college’s 
annual journal.
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Bajengdoba (Meghalaya), 
Feb. 10 (IANS): Targeting 
Meghalaya’s ruling Con-
gress for failing to ensure 
transparency, National 
People’s Party supremo, 
Conrad K. Sangma on Sat-
urday voiced confidence 
that his party will be voted 
to power in the state.

“People have realised 
that there is no future in 
the Congress. We are ex-
tremely confident that 
with the united support, 
NPP would be able to form 
the next government in 
Meghalaya, a Meghalaya 
for inclusive growth and 
development,” he said at 
a rally for party candidate 
Pongseng R. Marak con-
testing from Bajengdoba 
assembly constituency.

“We have to end the 
Congress rule forever and 
choose a party that would 
work to create a new Meg-
halaya as the Congress has 
failed to ensure transpar-
ency in implementation of 
different central schemes 
and the end result has 
been that people have suf-
fered a lot,” the lone NPP 
Lok Sabha member said.

Voicing confidence 

that NPP is emerged as a 
major political force and 
will form the government, 
Sangma said: “(Chief Min-
ister) Mukul (Sangma) 
cannot fool the people of 
Meghalaya anymore. The 
wave of NPP is strong and 
is only growing. People of 
Meghalaya have faith in us 
and we will not leave any 
stones unturned to fulfill 
their expectations.”

Welcoming hundreds 
of Congress workers to 
NPP fold, he claimed that 
Mukul Sangma will lose in 
both Ampati and Songsak 
assembly constituencies.

Hitting out at the Chief 
Minister for his failure to 
implement the Pradhan 
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 
roads scheme in interior 
areas of Garo Hills, Sang-
ma mentioned his recent 
journey to Kharkutta con-
stituency, where there is 
no proper road for about 
300 villages.

“The Chief Minister 
has focused only in Am-
pati but the fact remains 
that he could not even 
development Ampati. It is 
time that we wake up and 
ensure the end of Con-

gress for once and all,” he 
added.

Sangma also mocked 
the Congress for initiating 
false propaganda to create 
fear that if NPP is given the 

mandate, religious institu-
tions and minorities will 
face harassment as NPP is 
an ally of the BJP. 

The NPP, founded by 
former Lok Sabha Speaker 

Purno Sangma to champi-
on the cause of the people 
of the northeast, is sup-
porting the BJP-led NDA 
government at the centre 
and in Manipur.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Feb. 10 (EMN): A 
joint delegation of Con-
gress leaders led by  Dima 
Hasao District Congress 
Committee’s president, 
Nirmal Langthasa, and 
Congress leaders from 
east and west Karbi An-
glong district Congress 
Committee  met with 
the Congress President 
Rahul Gandhi at the All 
India Congress Commit-
tee (AICC) headquarters 
in New Delhi on Feb. 7 
Wed.

According to Joel Sen-
gyung of the social media 
cell of Dima Hasao Dis-
trict Congress Committee, 
the delegation submitted 
a memorandum to the 

Congress chief about the 
proposed scrapping of 
Article 244 (A) of the In-
dian Constitution by the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP). 

Article 244 (A) is a spe-
cial insertion in the Indian 
Constitution which is a 
constitutional provision 
for creation of an auton-
omous state within the 
state of Assam comprising 
the hill districts of Assam 
namely Dima Hasao, and 
east and west Karbi An-
glong and is categorically 
mentioned.

Minister of State for 
Home Affairs Kiren Rijiju 
had stated in the parlia-
ment that the present BJP-
led Assam govt. had sent a 

proposal to do away with 
Article 244 (A) and the au-
tonomous state. It is to be 
noted that BJP leaders LK 
Advani and Rajnath Singh 
had assured creation of an 
autonomous state during 
their poll campaigns but 
none has materialised 
so far. 

‘Our MP Biren Singh 
Engti has shown sincerity 
and move for a bill on the 
issue namely Assam Reor-
ganisation  (Karbi Diman-
chal) Bill 2016, as a Private 
Members Bill. The move 
by the BJP to scrap Article 
244 (A) is a violation of 
Constitutional Rights of 
the Hill peoples and (is) 
anti-constitutional,’ Joel 
Sengyung said.

Kulubari (Tripura), Feb. 10 (PTI): Senior BJP leader 
Shahnawaz Hussain today said Muslims in Tripura 
are patriots who did not go to Pakistan after Inde-
pendence though the state shares a long border 
with Bangladesh, formerly East Pakistan.

Thousands of Muslims were killed while per-
forming ‘namaz’ at mosques in Pakistan, but not 
a single such incident had ever occurred in India, 
Hussain said at an election meeting here in Sipa-
hijala district.

“BJP is not a party of only Narendra Modi, but 
also a party of Shahnawaz Hussain. It is a party of 
the common people and it is a secular party, not 
communal party,” he said at the meeting in sup-
port of the party candidate in the Muslim majority 
Boxanagar constituency.

After the partition of India in 1947, Muslims 
did not migrate to East Pakistan and chose to stay 
in Tripura because they are a patriotic force, Hus-
sain, also BJP spokesman, said. Muslims comprise 
around 8 per cent of the population of Tripura.

The state has a long border with Bangladesh and 
many Muslims living near the border were evicted 
or faced various other problems due to erection 
of the border fencing, but Chief Minister Manik 
Sarkar never took up the matter with the Centre, 
he alleged.

Hussain said when he was the civil aviation 
minister, he had arranged for direct flight to Mecca 
from Guwahati.

Criticising the ruling CPI(M) led Left Front for 
allegedly branding the BJP as a communal party, 
Hussain claimed actually communists are com-
munal.

“Before the crumbling of USSR, many provinces 
of the country were Muslim majority such as Kazak-
stan and Uzbekistan.

The communist rulers there had demolished 
mosques,” he said.

The former union minister said the BJP had won 
in various states with a sizable portion of Muslim 
population because they supported the party. He 
cited the examples of Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat 
and Jammu and Kashmir.

“Our best friends are Hindus. We all Muslims 
should be proud that we were born in India. You 
would never find friends like Hindus and a country 
like India,” Hussain said. However, he admitted that 
in a country of 125 crore there might be some stray 
incidents of communal violence.

Agartala, Feb. 10 (PTI): The 
BJP today lodged a police 
complaint saying that a 
party worker in Ramnagar 
assembly constituency in 
West district was missing, 
a police officer said.

“Madhusudhan Deb, 
who is booth president 
in Ramnagar constitu-
ency here is missing since 
last 24 hours and we sus-
pect that he might be kid-

napped and the CPI(M) 
hand cannot be ruled 
out,” BJP poll manage-
ment coordinator and As-
sam MLA Ashok Singhal 
told reporters.

A complaint was lodged 
with the police about the 
missing party worker, Sing-
hal said.

Superintendent of Po-
lice (West) Abhijit Saptar-
shi said a missing diary 

was filed but claimed the 
person was a “habitual 
drunkard” who often “dis-
appears” for some time. 

“He disappeared in a 
similar way few months 
back under the influence 
of alcohol. We have re-
ceived intelligence inputs 
that the person said to be 
missing was seen hanging 
around in Agartala city”, 
the SP said.

Agartala, Feb. 10 (IANS): Postal 
ballot for the February 18 Tripura 
Assembly elections by the polling 
staff and security personnel began 
on Saturday and will continue till 
the middle of next week, an of-
ficial said.

Tripura Chief Electoral Officer 
Sriram Taranikanti said around 
50,000 polling and security per-
sonnel, engaged for the February 
18 elections, began their voting 
from Saturday through postal 

ballots.
“The polling and security per-

sonnel would cast their vote in 
the offices of 41 returning officers 
throughout the state. The process 
of postal vote would continue till 
February 14. Drivers of the vehi-
cles, to be used in the assembly 
elections, and micro-observ-
ers would also cast their votes 
through postal ballots,” the CEO 
told the media.

He said one third of the 3,214 

polling stations set up across the 
state are categorised as “sensitive” 
and additional security measures 
would be taken for them.

Taranikanti said 40 all-women 
polling stations would be set up. 
The state has 60 assembly con-
stituencies spread across eight 
districts.

“This is the first time in Tripura 
that so many polling stations 
would be set up for exclusive de-
ployment of women polling staff,” 

the official told the media.
The Election Commission has 

appointed 25 general observers, 
eight police observers and 19 
expenditure observers to oversee 
the poll process in Tripura. Over 
30,000 civil officials would be en-
gaged to conduct the single phase 
assembly elections on February 
18.

Votes would be counted on 
March 3.

Tezpur (Assam), Feb. 10 (PTI): The carcass of a wild 
elephant with its tusk chopped off, allegedly killed by 
miscreants, has been recovered from Behali reserve forest 
in Assam’s Biswanath district, a Forest official said today.

The carcass was found yesterday evening along the As-
sam-Arunachal Pradesh border, Divisional Forest Officer 
Rajen Choudhury said. The miscreants allegedly killed the 
wild elephant and chopped off its tusk, nail and tongue.

A team of Aranya Surakhya samiti personnel found the 
carcass and informed the forest office.

Aizawl, Feb. 10 (PTI): The Hmar Peo-
ple’s Convention (Democratic) leaders 
today expressed optimism that political 
level talks with Mizoram government next 
month would find a solution to the Hmar 
problem.

HPC(D) leaders, based in neighbouring 
Manipur, on condition of anonymity said 
that the militant outfit was yet to decide on 
the members of the delegation while con-
firming that the working president of the 
insurgent group Lalthalien Hmar would 
be in the delegation and would continue 
to be the spokesperson.

The HPC(D) leaders expressed opti-
mism that the peace parleys would make 
a headway in bringing amicable solution 
to the vexed Hmar problem.

Mizoram Home minister R Lalzirliana 
had recently announced that the first 
round of political level talks with the HPC 
(D) was scheduled to be held on March 5 
in Aizawl.

State Home department officials 
said that former Labour Minister Lal-
rinmawia Ralte, recently appointed as 
Political Adviser to Chief Minister was 

most likely to head the state government 
delegation.

The proposed political level talks, pro-
posed to be held before Christmas last year 
was delayed as Mizoram chief minister Lal 
Thanhawla constituted a three-member 
committee of legislators to examine the 
draft legislation on the formation of Sin-
lung Hills Council (SHC).

The talks held during August, 2016 and 
September, 2017 mainly revolved around 
giving more autonomy to the existing Sin-
lung Hills Development Council (SHDC) 
as also restructuring the Council.

The name of the Council was proposed 
to be changed from Sinlung Hills Develop-
ment Council to Sinlung Hills Council.

The HPC was demanding a separate 
autonomous district council under the 
sixth schedule of the Constitution for the 
Hmar community concentrated in the 
north eastern part of the state adjoining 
Manipur, before the accord was signed. 

The HPC (D) recently agreed to drop 
the demand for autonomy under the sixth 
schedule paving the way for solution to the 
Hmar imbroglio.

Dimapur, Feb. 10 (EMN): 
Maintenance of assets is 
essential for infrastructure 
upkeep and safety. Major 
track maintenance like 
track renewal for a stretch 
of track, new bridge or 
other permanent struc-
ture which need to be 
replaced or renewed on 
the existing track cannot 
be done while trains are 
running, as it will affect 
the safety of passengers. 
During this time Railway 
lines have to be blocked 
in order to undertake the 
works by taking Mega 
Block. This was stated in a 
press release issued by the 
NF Railway in Maligaon 
on Feb. 9 Fri.

In order to minimize 
the inconveniences caus-
ing to passengers, N F 
Railway has undertaken 
the concept of 4 hourrs 
mega block over the entire 

N.F. Railway network on 
every Sundays, the release 
stated.

The mega block is said 
to be still ongoing in a fo-
cused manner to improve 
asset reliability and hence 
running of trains. 

3108 hours of traffic 
block has been granted 
for various track machines 
from Sept. 17 against the 
1607 hours of traffic block 
granted during the year 
2016-17 in the corre-
sponding period which is 
said to have witnessed an 
increase of 48.29% . 

15120 hours of traffic 
block has been granted 
for executing the works 
other than track machine 
from Sept. 17 against the 
8812 hours of traffic block 
during 2016-17 in the cor-
responding period. This 
is an improvement of 
71.58%, the release stated.

By ensuring the avail-
ability of adequate traffic 
block the zone has been 
able to complete track 
renewal of 50.27 CTR 
(Complete Track Renewal) 
against the annual target 
of 48.90 CTR units which 
is said to be inclusive of 
the progress of 63.89 Km 
Through Rail Renewal 
(Primary) done against 
annual target of 52.80 Km. 

Besides this, 156 sets 
of turnouts have been 
replaced against annual 
target 150 sets. The whole 
scope of turnout renewal 
(303 Nos.) is expected to 
be completed during this 
financial year itself.  67.06 
km ISD (Increase in sleep-
er density for heavier axle 
load) has been completed 
up to the month Dec 17’ 
against the proportion-
ate target 52.398 km, the 
release stated.

Imphal, Feb. 10 (IANS): Manipur Gov-
ernor Najma Heptulla on Saturday said 
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
who has just concluded a day-long 
visit to Palentine, is now undoubtedly a 
“global leader”.

“Modi is the only leader whose 
words are accepted by both Palestine 
and Isreal. This is because of the fact 
that both countries repose trust in him. 
Modi is the only global leader whose 

efforts to resolve the Palestine issue are 
accepted by both the countries,” she 
told IANS.

Heptulla, who was earlier with the 
Congress and is a former Union Min-
ister, said she was personally involved 
with the issue for about 40 years. 

“It is a very complex issue. People 
are sure that the Prime Minister will be 
able to resolve the issue quickly,” the 
Goveror said.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 10 (EMN): 
Although there is good 
potential for ‘bamboo 
application’ in the urban 
housing sector consider-
ing its sustainability and 
availability in northeast 
India, the common aspira-
tion of the public for hous-
ing in the region, Manipur 
in particular, is always as-
sociated with bricks and 
cement as construction 
materials. 

This is because of lack 
of awareness, skill and 
technologies, availabil-
ity of commercially viable 
(bamboo) species besides 
lack of support from the 
concerned authorities. 
This statement was made 
by N Somorendro, assist-
ant mission director of 
the state bamboo mission 
who identified 35 bam-
boo species out of 54 in 
Manipur.

“We also need take 
up large scale plantation 
of commercially viable 
species (such as maribob, 
wanam, khok-wa etc) as 
bamboos are fastest grow-
ing trees,” he opined.

Renu Khosla, director 
of New Delhi-based Urban 
and Regional Excellence 
observed that procuring 
innovation is harder in 
the government because 
there is no model to follow. 
“Awareness on the compa-
rability of the material is 
needed among the people. 
The idea of artisan archi-
tecture needs to be raised 
in the minds of people for 
change to happen,” she 
said.

Although housing is 
an essential element of 
urbanization it must be 
focussed towards sustain-
able and inclusive urban 
development including 
ensuring equal oppor-
tunities and better living 
conditions. 

With the rise of con-
sumption, India is already 
facing supply constraints 
and import dependence 
of key materials in certain 
sectors. The demand for 
resources in the future 
will be increasingly huge 

and may eventually lead 
to worsening of impact on 
economy, environment, 
and access to resources, if 
not addressed in a timely 
manner. 

For instance, under 
the Housing for all (Prad-
han Mantri Awas Yojana) 
scheme, the Union Minis-
try of Housing and Urban 
Affairs (MHUA) is plan-
ning to construct 20 mil-
lion affordable houses by 
2022 in the country. In Ma-
nipur too, the government 
has approved construc-
tion of 26,348 houses so far 
(out of estimated demand 
of 46,360 houses) for 24 
towns out of 27 through 
Ministry of housing and 
urban affairs. This will give 
a lot of pressure on the 
land and environment.

Interestingly, the state 
government has no partic-
ular instruction or build-
ing construction criteria 
or rules and regulations to 
be followed by urban ben-
eficiaries when procuring 
specific housing materials 
to build houses.

“We have no specif-
ic rules for the housing 
building materials in this 
scheme. It depends on 
the concerned benefici-
aries in the urban areas-
whether they like to con-
struct their houses with 
locally available resources 
or not,” said N Gitkumar, 
director of Municipal Ad-
ministration, Housing 
and Urban Development, 
and the chief town plan-
ner of the state.

On the other hand, the 
MHUA had emphasised 
the initiatives taken by 
the central government 
towards achieving sustain-
able development goals 
and alignment to the new 
urban agenda which out-
lines principles or imple-
mentation along its five 
main pillars: national ur-
ban policies, urban leg-
islation and regulations, 
urban planning and de-
sign, local economy and 
municipal finance and 
local implementation.

Stating that bamboo-
based construction has an 

important role to play in 
this endeavour, especially 
in the north east, the Vice 
President Zeenat Niazi 
of Development Alterna-
tives (DA) when contacted 
opined that the construc-
tion sector needs to reduce 
its energy and resource 
footprint, so as to con-
tribute to the Country’s 
climate mitigation targets 
and direct the economic 
development towards sus-
tainability.

DA is the world’s first 
social enterprise dedicat-
ed to sustainable develop-
ment, to deliver socially 
equitable, environmen-
tally and economically 
scalable development out-
come.

She also opined that 
the character of a north 
eastern town/city needs to 
respond to the geography, 
climate and local resource 
availability. It also needs 
to respond to possibil-
ity of building products 
and services that can be 
produced and delivered 
locally so as to reduce 
transportation costs, give 
a boost to local livelihoods 
and economies. 

The focus would have 
to be on small scale rural / 
peri-urban industries that 
utilize Bamboo to produce 
materials such as roofing 
shingles, roof trusses, wall 
panels, floor boards, door-
window frames etc.  These 
could be locally supplied 
to urban and rural housing 
projects.  These will need 
to be supported through a 
concerted skill building or 
rather skill enhancement 
programme (as Bamboo 
application skills do exist 
traditionally).

From the government, 
investments will be re-
quired in research, but 
more in locally applicable 
business models and local 
enterprise development 
and linking these to public 
housing programmes as 
well as promoting these 
for private construction 
initiatives also so that there 
is market development for 
these products and serv-
ices, she explained.

NPP will be voted to power in 
Meghalaya, says Conrad Sangma

Cong. leaders of two hill districts 
meet Rahul Gandhi at New Delhi 

Tripura Muslims patriot, they did not go to Pak — Hussain
BJP lodges complaint about missing party worker

Tripura postal ballot for polling staff, security personnel begins 

Carcass of wild elephant 
found in Assam

Tripura polls

HPC (D) leaders hope talks would 

NFR ‘exceeds track renewal targets 
with adequate maintenance’ block

Modi now a global leader — Manipur governor

if not for lack of support’ 

Shillong, Feb. 10 (PTI): All the 4400 Vot-
er Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) 
machines to be used in February 27 
Meghalaya Assembly election have ar-
rived in the state, chief electoral officer 
F R Kharkongor said today.

The VVPAT machines which arrived 
in two batches of 2400 and 2000 pieces 
have undergone various checks and are 
poll-ready, Kharkongor told PTI.

The 4400 VVPAT machines will be 
deployed in all 3082 polling booths 
across the state and it will be the first 
time these printer-attached voting 
machines will be put in use in the state, 
he said.

The 43 Election observers deployed 
by the Election Commission have ar-
rived in the state and are have taken 
charge in their respective areas, the 
CEO said.

The Election Commission has de-
ployed 22 expenditure observers, 20 
general observers and 11 police observ-
ers for the assembly elections, he said.

The CEO also informed that 20 
companies of Central Armed Police 
Forces have arrived in batches in the 
poll-bound state. All 20 companies 
have been deployed as per deployment 
plan of the Home department.

An additional 50 companies of state 
police and two companies of state 
home guards personnel have also been 
deployed for the elections, a senior 
police officer, incharge of deployment 
of forces, told PTI. 

While the state s additional require-
ment of forces is 100 companies, the 
remaining 80 companies of CAPFs will 
arrive after the elections in Tripura are 
over, he said.

VVPAT machines for Meghalaya 



NAME CHANGE
I, Dipak Malakar 

(Old Name) should be 
known as Dipak Mali 

(New Name) Vide 
Affidavit No.86/18, 

Date: 02.02.18.
D-5042

NAME CHANGE
I, TSATHEO EZUNG 
(Old Name) should 
be known as R T 

EZUNG (New Name) 
by Affidavit No.47/18, 

Date: 10.02.18.
D-5043

NAME CHANGE
I, RHONTHUNGLO 

EZUNG (Old Name) should 
be known as ARHONI 

KROSE (New Name) by 
Affidavit No.46/18, 

Date: 10.02.18.
D-5044

NAME CHANGE
I, I IMTITOSHI (Old 

Name) should be known 
as IMTITOSHI (New 
Name) by Affidavit 

No.45/18, 
Date: 10.02.18.

D-5045

Ideal Plot Regd with Patta for residential 
with area 60,400 sqft. @ Rs.70/sqft at 
Medziphema ward-8 near ADC O�ce 
building.

Interested may contact: 9856071489

LAND FOR SALE

K-1565

AFFIDAVITRegd.No.412 of 8/7/96
I Shri. Nandalal Sharma S/o Subakhar Tiwari aged 36 

years and a resident of Midland, Kohima do hereby solemnly affirm 
and state as follows:
1. That I am the son of Shri SUBAKHAR TIWARI and Smt. 
TIKADEVI SHARMA.
2. That I was born on 1-1-1980.
3. That I have here before been known as Shri. NANDALAL 
Sharma for all purposes.
4. That due to my desire to be identified by my father’s family name 
and title, I hereby declare that my name shall henceforth be called 
Shri. NANDA PRASAD TIWARI for all purpose.
5. That the above declarations are true to the best of my knowledge 
and belief and nothing here is hidden.

Sworn and signed before me on this the 8th day of July 1996.
Deponent

1st Class Magistrate
 Kohima: Nagaland.K-1566

a GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
 DIRECTORATE OF ART AND CULTURE 

NAGALAND : : KOHIMA
NO.AC/RL/MISC/254/2014-15/1723 Dated Kohima, the 9th Feb. 2018

This is for the general information to all the Rural Libraries enlisted with the 
Department of Art and Culture that books for 2016-17 may be collected from 
the Directorate of Art and Culture from 12th Feb. 2018 to 29th March 2018 during 
o�ce hours. All the Libraries must come with Library Round Seal and designation 
seal (President, Librarian or General Secretary), without which books will not 
be issued. On the expiry of the last date, books will be taken by the respective 
District Cultural O�cers/Registering O�cer to their respective Head Quarters.

(PUCHOSALE YORE)
Joint Director, 

Art and Culture,
   Nagaland, Kohima

NOTICE

KG-2313

RESIGNATION
We the under mentioned names of Dimapur (NPF) have resolved to 
resign from the primary and active membership of the party with 
immediate e�ect.

SL Name Designation Enroll No. Signature

1 Khesheto Kiho Secretary Youth Wing Central 2878

2 Shamochen 
Yanthan

V/P Youth Wing Dmp, Div 20347

3 Alfred Jamir Secy Youth Wing Dmp, Div 6516

4 Renchamo 
Ezung

V/P Youth Wing Dmp, Div 19421

5 Phyobemo 
Odyuo

Ex President Youth Wing Dmp, 
Div

16230

6 Chumben 
Yanthan

Secy, Youth Wing Dmp, Div 18553

7 Bendangnonba 
Aier

Secy, Youth Wing Dmp, Div 10452

8 Mhonlumi 
Rangthang

Women Coord, Youth Wing 
Dmp, Div

19405

9 Yanbolumi 
Ezung

Women Coord, Youth Wing 
Dmp, Div

19407

10 Arthur Kiho G. Secy Dmp 1, Parent Body A-18554

11 Khesheto 
Zhimomi

V/P Youth Wing Dmp, Div 7563

12 Pelelhoutuo 
Secu

V/P Youth Wing Dmp, Div 7249

13 Imtikumla Women Coord, Youth Wing 
Dmp, Div

7562

14 Robin Secy Youth Wing Dmp, Div A-18552

15 Tiatemjen V/P Dmp 1 Youth Wing A-10756

16 Joil Chopi Working President Dmp, 1 
Youth Wing

18556

D-5046

5STATE
EASTERN MIRROR  |  Dimapur, Sunday, Fabruary 11, 2018

Joint director of higher education Menuokholie Kire 
speaking at the cultural day cum prize distribution 
function of the Kohima College on February 9.

Farmers- scientist 
interaction held in Tuensang 
Dimapur, Feb 10 (EMN): 
Krishi Vigyan Kendra 
(KVK), Tuensang, and 
Eleutheros Christian Soci-
ety had jointly organised 
a farmers scientist inter-
action at Chingmelen, a 
programme sponsored by 
ATMA, Tuensang, on the 
theme ‘Production tech-
nologies of field crops like 
rice, maize, pulses etc,’ 
with special reference 
to post harvest, pests & 
diseases and soil fertility 
management. 

In the interactive ses-
sion, farmers raised vari-
ous points related to their 
farming constraints to the 
panel of KVK subject ex-

perts. On analysis, it was 
observed that farmers 
were deeply attached to 
traditional system of cul-
tivation with more cost 
involvement than profit, 
while most farmers were 
yet to understand the 
benefits of systemic in-
tercropping and crop ro-
tation techniques.  

It was noted that post 
harvest losses were most-
ly related to storage pest 
and improper storage 
system. Problems related 
to soil, pests and diseases 
were also streamlined. Al-
together 42 farmers most-
ly farm women partici-
pated in the programme.  He stated that during such celebra-

tions, one should focus not just on cul-
tural attires but on the ideas, beliefs, so-
cial behaviour, language, music, art, and 

Kohima College celebrates cultural day 
Dimapur, Feb. 10 (EMN): Kohima Col-
lege has celebrated its 50th cultural day 
cum prize distribution in the college au-
ditorium on February 9 with Menuokho-
lie Kire, joint director of directorate of 
higher education, as the chief guest.

Dr. Watijungshi Jamir, college prin-
cipal, who spoke on the diversity and 
richness of the Naga culture in his wel-
come address, said that the NE is con-
sidered a laboratory of ethnic studies for 
social scientists. He highlighted the sig-
nificance of the Naga tribal attires and of 
monoliths which could only be erected 
in honour of persons who gave a series 
of feasts of merit. He also encouraged 
the students to preserve and protect the 
rich Naga culture.

The chief guest and alumni of the 
college, Menuokholie, has applauded 
the college for continuing to uphold the 
tradition of celebrating cultural day for 
the last 50 years. He also expressed grati-
tude to the college and to the teachers 
for making him the person he is today. 

most importantly the moral values that 
constitute culture as these are what de-
fine their very existence and make them 
better and responsible people. 

Further adding that culture is learned 
and not inborn, he urged the gathering to 
make conscious effort to learn and pre-
serve culture. He concluded his speech 
by encouraging the teachers and stu-
dent community to pass on the practice 
of preserving culture by celebrating such 
occasions and urged them to organise 
seminars on cultural awareness.

The program was chaired by Rhoth-
süvi, social and cultural secretary, while 
the invocation was said by Ase Yale, as-
sistant professor. Cultural presentations 
included folk song by the students from 
Chakesang tribe and an indigenous 
game by the Sumi tribe. 

Haose Khiamniungan, president of 

evangelical union, presented report on 
the achievements of the EU during 2017-
18. 

The prize distribution for the win-
ners of the various activities during the 
college week held in December 2017 
was announced by Kuoshuvo, literary 
and magazine secretary, and the vote of 
thanks was pronounced by Kesenlo Kath, 
assistant social and cultural secretary.

Students of the Functional English 
department presented special number 
in the form of a spoken word poetry 
titled “Youth culture: In search of our-
selves.” It stressed on the need to create a 
more positive, less destructive world for 
today’s youth; to recreate a culture that 
is based on mutual respect and unity in 
the form of art written by Dr. Neikehien-
uo Mepfü-o, assistant professor, depart-
ment of Functional English, KCK. 
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PATH
A

Father, help us to recognize the barriers that keep us from living in the unity You desire for Your church.

Fault Lines
BIBLE READ:   ACTS 6:1–7    
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

They presented these men to the apostles, 
who prayed and laid their hands on them. So 

the word of God spread.  
~ Acts 6:6–7

Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is progress; 
 working together is success.

Kathy Howard | crosswalk.com

Saeed Naqvi | IANS

Catriona McLean | The Conversatiion

What is the Fruit of the Spirit?

After Reverses in Syria, Afghanistan, a Quest for Propaganda Equaliser

It’s 2030, and Precision Medicine Has Changed Health Care – This is What it Looks Like

H
ow many times have you prayed 
for patience? You might as well 
stop. Praying for individual 
characteristics like patience, 

kindness, and gentleness is a good-inten-
tioned, but misguided waste of time.

Yes, like you, I want my life to bounti-
fully overflow with the fruit of the Spirit. 
But focusing on the result of the Spirit’s 
presence and activity in our lives is like try-
ing to grow apples without first planting 
and tending an apple tree. Like the apple 
naturally grows on a healthy tree, the fruit 
of the Spirit will naturally grow in the lives 
of Christians who allow the Holy Spirit to 
freely do His work in and through us.

You may be familiar with the passage 
in Paul’s letter to the Christians in Galatia 
that lists the characteristics of the fruit of 
the Spirit:

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

Against such things there is no law.” 
(Galatians 5:22-23)

In Galatians 5:22, the word “fruit” is 
translated from the Greek word karpos. 
According to Mounces Complete Exposi-

tory Dictionary, karpos refers to the natural 
product of a living thing. Primarily used 
to describe the literal physical product 
of trees, vines, and crops, karpos is also 
used metaphorically to refer to the natu-
ral product of a spiritual being. Paul used 
karpos to help us understand the natural 
product of the Holy Spirit, who lives inside 
every believer. The fruit of the Spirit then 
is produced by the Spirit, not by the Chris-
tian.

Obviously, an individual cannot dis-
play the “fruit of the Spirit” unless the Spir-
it is present in that person’s life. The Bible 
tells us that when a person places his or 
her faith in Jesus as Savior and Lord, God 
provides and guarantees their salvation by 
placing His Spirit within them (Titus 3:4-
7 and Ephesians 1:13-14). The Holy Spirit 
takes up residence or “indwells” every 
person who has a saving relationship with 
Jesus. If you are a Christian, you have the 
Holy Spirit living within you (Romans 8:9-
11).

Yet, like physical fruit needs time to 
grow, the fruit of the Spirit will not ripen in 
our lives overnight. Like a successful gar-
dener must battle against weeds and dis-
ease to enjoy the sweet fruit they desire, we 
must constantly work to rid our lives of the 
“weeds” of our sinful natures that want to 

choke out the work of the Spirit. 
The great news is, the Holy Spirit gives 

us the power we need to reject those sin-
ful desires and yield our wills to what the 
Spirit wants in our lives. We can say “no” to 
sin and accept the “way out” God faithfully 
provides (1 Corinthians 10:13) by follow-
ing the Holy Spirit’s leading.  

Then, as we give the Spirit more and 
more control of our lives, He begins to do 
in and through us what only He can do. 
The Spirit’s endgame – His primary goal - is 
to shape us and grow us to look like Jesus:

“For the Lord is the Spirit, and wherever 
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. So 

all of us who have had that veil removed 
can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. 

And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us 
more and more like him as we are changed 

into his glorious image.” 
(2 Corinthians 3:17-18)

From the moment of salvation until the 
end of our lives on this earth, the Holy Spirit 
works to transform our nature and char-
acter to reflect Christ’s. Since God’s goal 
for all His children is for us to be like Jesus 
(Romans 8:29), the Holy Spirit constantly 
works to rid our lives of the “acts of the sin-
ful nature” (Gal 5:19) and display His fruit 
instead. Therefore, the presence of the “fruit 
of the Spirit” is evidence that our character 

is becoming more like Christ’s.
Significantly, the Greek word karpos is 

singular, showing that “fruit” is a unified 
whole. The Expositor’s Bible Commentary 
suggests we think of the fruit of the Spirit 
as a “bunch of grapes instead of separate 
pieces of fruit.” For instance, the Spirit 
won’t display patience in our lives and ig-
nore gentleness or self-control. As we grow, 
all the characteristics of Christ – fruit of the 
Spirit – will be manifested in our lives.
What does that fruit look like? Paul uses 
nine characteristics to describe the fruit 
of the Spirit in the book of Galatians.  
Here they are:

Love – True, biblical love deliberately 
expresses itself in loving ways and 
seeks the welfare of others; it’s de-
pendent on the giver’s character, not 
emotion.
Joy – This aspect of the fruit of the 
Spirit corresponds to “happiness” in 
the secular world. However, the joy the 
Spirit gives does not depend on our 
physical circumstances, but our spir-
itual, eternal circumstances.
Peace – This state of tranquility fosters 
harmonious relations between people 
and with God; it is a sense of rest and 
contentment.

Patience – This quality puts up with 
circumstances and other people, even 
when severely tried; it displays endur-
ance, longsuffering, and perseverance.
Kindness – This attitude acts in good 
and gentle ways toward others.
Goodness - Closely to “kindness,” 
goodness is generosity that springs 
from kindness.  
Faithfulness – To be faithful is to be 
reliable or trustworthy. This word also 
describes someone willing to die for 
their confession of Christ. 
Gentleness/Meekness - Closely linked 
to humility, gentleness is grace of the 
soul, not weakness. It is opposite of 
self-assertiveness and self-interest.
Self-control – This is strength to con-
trol our sinful desires, to say “no” to 
our flesh.

Isn’t the fruit of the Spirit beautiful? As 
the Spirit transforms us more and more 
into the image of Christ, we will produce 
this beautiful, bountiful fruit harvest!

Father, thank you that you so 
generously give us Your Spirit. I long for 

Him to display the character of Jesus 
in me. Help me to allow the Spirit to 
accomplish all He desires in my life. 

Amen.

C
onspiracy theorists, who prove mostly right 
in the topsy turvy post-9/11 world, are these 
days busy switching channels -- Syria, Af-
ghanistan, Korean peninsula and, yes, one 

more theatre which will be in heavy focus in June-
July. All these narratives have Russia in them, includ-
ing, quite surprisingly, South Korea where the media 
will gloat over the humiliation heaped on Russian 
athletes.

Intelligence agencies in Washington and Moscow, 
operating under the universal rubric of Deep State, 
are circling around in the ring, psyching each other. 
The US, in this game plan, would be developing an 
offensive posture pushing the Russians on the defen-
sive. Russians are already reeling from the blow ad-
ministered by the International Olympic Committee: 
Its athletes have been banned from participating in 
the Winter Olympics being held in South Korea.

The assumption in Moscow is that the West would 
use all the propaganda tools at its command to rub 
Putin's nose in the mud on the occasion of the FIFA 
World Cup being hosted in June-July 2018.

As Putin prepares to cope with the World Cup-
related security challenges, one image will certainly 
cross his mind: The furtive visit of Prince Bandar bin 
Sultan to the Kremlin on the eve of the February 2014 
Sochi Winter Olympics.

Prince Bandar offered Putin the "moon" if only the 
Russian strongman would persuade Assad to vacate 

the President's palace in Damascus. Among the gifts 
he offered Putin was a "terror free" Sochi Olympics.

Why did the Western media ignore the incredible 
Bandar story? Because ever since the Russians had 
their boots on the ground in Syria from 2015, they 
have had a ringside seat on the barely disguised dra-
ma of Americans supplying arms to various groups 
fighting Assad. None of these stories would have 
been flattering to the US, including the one about 
Bandar, George W. Bush's sidekick. So the main-
stream media, as part of the establishment, had to 
look the other way.

The rules of the game, according to Russian and 
Turkish sources, were simple: Groups battling As-
sad under American guidance would be described as 
"freedom fighters"; those not serving American inter-
ests were ISIS, Jabhat al Nusra, Al Qaeda. They, each 
one of them, could change their labels, depending on 
the dynamics on the ground. The Russians had video 
evidence on all of this. The Turks too are in the know, 
first as participants in the battle against Assad and 
later fighting the YPG, the Kurdish group which has 
adopted a Syrian name -- Syrian Democratic Forces.

The Turks consider Abdullah Ocalan-led PKK as 
their existential enemy. The PKK is a "terrorist or-
ganisation" by the UN's definition. By Turkish defini-
tion the YPG is PKK with another name. This "other 
name", Syrian Democratic Forces, is a sleight of 
hand without which the US cannot help YPG/SDF. 
Their original name has the label "terrorist group" 
attached to it.

The Turks have told the US that their operation 

against the YPG in Afrin will continue so long as "one 
terrorist" remains in the territory contiguous with 
Turkey. The situation has brought Turkey, Russia and 
Iran on the same side. Much to the chagrin of the US, 
the Syrian Democratic Forces too are reaching out 
to Damascus in their desperation. Newspapers sup-
porting Erdogan are, in deference to the situation, 
recommending an Ankara-Damascus rapproche-
ment if not specifically an Erdogan-Assad hand-
shake. An isolated US therefore faces Russia and its 
cohorts in Syria. The situation is fraught.

Even in the Afghan theatre, the US is not smell-
ing of roses. Russia's Deputy Minister for Foreign 
Affairs Morgulov Igor Vladimirovich told the impres-
sive gathering at the Raisina Dialogue in New Delhi 
recently something of abiding interest to the region: 
IS fighters were being flown to northern Afghanistan. 
Iran's supreme leader, Ayatullah Ali Khamenei, told 
the Friday congregation on January 30: "The US goal 
of transferring ISIS terrorists to Afghanistan is aimed 
at creating a justification for its continued deploy-
ment in the region."

Pundits took no note of an outrageous proposal 
for Afghanistan which was under "active consid-
eration of the White House" for weeks last year. Erik 
Prince, Founder of the world's biggest supplier of 
mercenary troops, Blackwater, had submitted details 
on how Afghanistan can be most effectively admin-
istered: "Exactly as the Viceroy administered India 
when it was a British colony." The very fact that such 
a proposal reached the highest echelons of American 
decision making clearly beamed searchlights deep 

into the caverns of the American mind.
The IS as a Western asset is not a new concept. I 

have been writing about it at least since President 
Obama admitted as much to Thomas Friedman of the 
New York Times in August 2014. Friedman asked why 
did Obama not bomb IS as soon as it reared its head.

"That would have taken the pressure off Prime 
Minister Nouri al Maliki", Obama replied. What 
clearer admission could one seek from a US Presi-
dent that the IS was an asset at that stage. Iraq's Shia 
Prime Minister was eventually forced out.

After reverses suffered by the IS at Russian hands, 
there were several reports of IS given safe passage, 
even air lifted. In October 2017, Robert Fisk, of the 
Independent, described how hundreds of IS fighters 
in Raqqa had been given safe passage "to go where 
they like".

Turkish intelligence has an interesting take on IS 
being transferred to Afghanistan: These are "upgrad-
ed" Taliban after a stint of "Jihad" in Syria. The wide 
disparity in the wages of the regular Afghan Taliban 
and those trained in Syria has provoked the home 
grown Taliban to teach American and their "lackeys" 
a lesson -- hence the spike in violence. Note Ameri-
can isolation in Kabul too. Aggressive retaliatory pos-
turing by Washington would bring Moscow and Bei-
jing into an even tighter embrace. Interesting Times, 
as the Chinese proverb says.

(Saeed Naqvi is a commentator on political 
and diplomatic affairs. The views expressed are 

personal. He can be reached on saeednaqvi@
hotmail.com)

I
magine it is 2030. Ten-year-old Amy 
is wheeled into a children’s hospi-
tal clinic by her mother and, across 
town, 45-year-old Anh is visiting his 

oncologist one week after leaving hospital 
for his lung cancer operation.

Amy is slowly losing her ability to walk 
due to a muscle disorder that has only re-
cently been given a name. Many diseases 
of muscle in children such as muscular 
dystrophy are caused by gene mutations 
(muscle disorders in adults are less likely 
to have a genetic mutation basis). In 2018, 
only around 40% of these mutations were 
known.

In 2030, we know 99% of mutations 
causing inherited muscle diseases world-
wide. Because the costs of genetic se-
quencing are so much lower, more peo-
ple have had their genomes scanned. 
Researchers have spent the last 20 years 
gathering information about various ge-
netic markers and mutations into mas-
sive biobanks. This data is now globally 
accessible, which has led to international 
collaboration and better understanding 
of diseases.

So, 2030 is seeing a boom in precision 
medicine – where some diseases are de-
fined more specifically than in the past 
with a focus on their molecular makeup. 
That is, the genes related to the DNA of the 
disease and other molecular elements. 
Precision medicine has vastly improved 
the ability to diagnose rare inherited dis-
eases; to diagnose and treat cancers; and 
to aid in diagnosis and management of 

infectious diseases, dementia, heart dis-
ease and diabetes, among many others.
Amy’s story
At Amy’s fifth gene test during her life, 
performed using the seventh version of 
specialist software for mutation detection 
associated with muscle disease, she was 
finally told which mutation led to her dis-
ability.

Some rare neuromuscular diseases are 
limited to very few families in the world. 
When only one family member is affect-
ed, and particularly if they are the first in 
the family, the responsible defect in the 
gene can be extremely difficult to deter-
mine among all the normal variations in 
the human genome.

Through access to global repositor-
ies of genomic data, Amy’s specialist has 
been able to download all known cases 
of this disease in the world. She has sum-
marised information on the likely health 
outcomes of other patients and available 
treatment options or trials.

Amy’s disease is so newly diagnosed 
that there has been no funded research in 
this specific area. But there are similari-
ties with other better known muscle dis-
orders. Using international databases, the 
specialist finds a potential trial applicable 
to Amy. The trial has shown promise in 
preventing continued decline of muscle 
function.

Amy’s mother is relieved she finally 
has an answer to the cause of her daugh-
ter’s disability. Putting a name to it and 
knowing there are others with this disease 
comforts her. Of course, knowing poten-
tial trials might help stabilise her daugh-

ter’s condition leaves her with some hope 
that continued decline in Amy’s muscle 
strength is not inevitable.

That night, after putting Amy to bed, 
Amy’s mother contemplates trying for 
a second child. There has been a public 
debate in Australia about preconception 
screening, which would allow a mother to 
abort her fetus if it’s known to be carry-
ing a gene mutation that causes a severe 
debilitating disease. The debate has con-
cluded that preconception screening is 
allowed under certain circumstances.

Now that Amy’s mutation is known, 
preconception screening is an option. 
Amy’s mother will discuss this with her 
husband in the morning.
Anh’s story
Anh, a 45-year-old web designer, wants 
to know more about the prognosis and 
management of his cancer now that he 
has had the operation to remove it.

Before the operation, he was examined 
with the latest nuclear-medicine-based 
imaging technologies. This includes im-
aging at the molecular level with state-of-
the-art scans that have been subsidised 
through Medicare. Specialist radiologists 
examined the results using high-resolu-
tion smart sensing imaging software to 
look for any spread of tumour (the soft-
ware can sense known tumour markers).

Anh had also had his blood examined 
by molecular pathologists who looked 
for any tiny bits of tumour DNA circulat-
ing in his blood. In 2018, this technology 
(known as a liquid biopsy) was only just 
starting out and used in very few places 
as it required specialist molecular knowl-

edge. It was purely a research tool, un-
funded by Medicare and not approved for 
use in a diagnostic laboratory setting.

Anh’s treating team used a combina-
tion of information to feel reasonably 
confident there was no evidence of any 
tumour spread prior to his operation. Un-
fortunately, the sensitivity of these tests is 
still not yet at 100%, so ongoing follow-up 
will be required.

At the time of the operation, special-
ist hospital pathologists examined part of 
Ahn’s lung affected by the tumour. They 
performed tests that looked at the entire 
makeup of the tumour, which yielded lots 
of information to compare with the world 
literature and international database for 
the same tumour, including its specific 
markers.

Tumour markers are the unique as-
pects of DNA and proteins that make the 
tumour “signature”. Drugs can then target 
and block some of these specific markers 
to prevent the tumour from progressing, 
or even to destroy the tumour.

Mutation of the tumour over time and 
changes in the molecular markers remain 
a problem. This has been an ongoing area 
of research, central to government fund-
ing policy, for the past ten years. It takes 
many years and a large amount of exper-
tise and money from the time of finding 
a target to developing and trialling drugs.

In 2018 only 10-15% of patients with 
lung cancer had a tumour molecular target 
that had an available drug that could work 
on it. In 2030, that rate is much higher.

Anh asks his oncologist what he ex-
pects will happen to him in the future. The 

doctor explains each individual needs to 
be seen in his own right despite the col-
lective world of data about his tumour. He 
says the presence of this new gene marker 
will be fed into a research and trials da-
tabase to find what is happening in the 
world in relation to drugs targeting this 
novel marker.

For now, Anh has a good outlook. The 
results of the analysis of his lung tumour 
in the pathology department – which 
looked at key issues like the tumour type 
and size and whether it has been removed 
completely or entered small vessels – and 
the examination of the molecular signa-
ture of the tumour are all entered into 
the diagnostic algorithm based on global 
data. It has suggested the chances of Anh’s 
tumour coming back within five years are 
around 5-10%. Pretty low.

The oncologist tells Anh he is free to 
go back to work. He will monitor him with 
regular blood checks aimed at markers for 
his specific tumour. Now that these are 
known, the specific test can be individu-
alised to Anh’s tumour. The hand-held 
screening gadget can send the informa-
tion straight to the specialist’s office, so he 
will be notified automatically in the event 
of change.

Precision medicine has truly made a 
difference in the lives of millions of peo-
ple around the world. While there are 
still many issues to be fixed, including 
adequate funding for further research 
continuing on from the new information 
provided, appropriate drug trial funding 
and ethical issues, the future is looking 
brighter.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Today you’re likely 
to be longing for a little break from your daily 
routine, Aries, and for an evening alone with 
a love partner. You’re feeling sensual and pas-

sionate, but you also have much to report concerning 
new opportunities that have recently come up. Some 
of these, if implemented, could well change your life 
in a profound way. You’ll want your partner’s opinion, 
since it concerns him or her as well. Choose your words 
carefully and get the enthusiasm going!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Some welcome 
visitors from far away could come to see you 
today and cause temporary chaos in your 
home. You’ll be glad to see them, however, 

Taurus, as they’ll have some great news and fascinating 
information to pass on to you and your family. You’ll 
want to introduce them to other friends who share 
your interests. This could give rise to a horrendously 
messy house, but you’ll have fun anyway. Prepare for a 
highly social evening!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): News could come 
your way, perhaps through local magazines or 
newspapers, about possible renovations oc-
curring in your community. These changes 

could be rather controversial, Gemini, so don’t be sur-
prised if you hear a lot of gossip and a number of opin-
ions, both pro and con, on the matter. You might want to 
delve more deeply into the facts before forming an opin-
ion of your own. This could prove quite enlightening!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): If you’ve been 
striving for success in the field of writing, 
speaking, or publishing, Cancer, you have 
the chance for a real breakthrough today. 

A large sum of money or an opportunity to earn it in 
one of these fields might come your way, and you’ll 
definitely want to take advantage of it. It may involve 
legal papers, such as contracts. This definitely boosts 
your ego, your mood, and your motivation.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Success and good 
fortune might be in the wind for you today, 
Leo. Whatever it is will probably have you 
feeling especially elated and satisfied with 

your accomplishments. You’ll want to tell everyone, 
but this could prove frustrating since some of the 
people you want to tell might not be reachable today. 
Hold off on spreading the word until you can inform 
those closest to you. You’ll need and want their sup-
port.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Successes have 
been coming your way continually for a 
while, Virgo. The downside is that excessive 
celebrating and overindulging in food and 

drink could have you feeling physically out of sorts to-
day. Nonetheless, your mood should still be very high, 
and you should still be strongly motivated to continue 
whatever it is you’ve been doing that has brought such 
positive results. Let your imagination flow freely, and 
keep on going.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Upheavals with-
in a group with which you’re affiliated, 
perhaps professionally, might cause you to 
alter your goals slightly, Libra. In the long 

run, this could well prove to be a positive develop-
ment, although the conditions leading to it could be 
a bit disconcerting. Think of this as an opportunity 
to pursue new hopes and dreams that you may not 
have considered before. Plan carefully and then go 
for the gold.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): A number 
of people in interesting fields, such as law, 
education, or writing and publishing, could 
cross your path today, Scorpio. This could 

involve your job, or perhaps these people attend a 
social event that you host in your home. Either way, 
some fascinating and useful information could come 
your way that alters your thinking and nudges it sub-
tly in a new direction. You’ll want to make the most of 
it. Have fun!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): A chance 
to take a long journey, perhaps to a distant 
state or foreign country, could suddenly pres-
ent itself to you today, Sagittarius. This trip is 

apt to be far more significant than a simple vacation. It 
may be career related or involve an opportunity to ex-
pand your education. It could also concern a relation-
ship. Whichever it is, you’re likely to make the trip and it 
will probably change your life in subtle ways.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Some trau-
mas, phobias, or hang-ups from the past that 
have been limiting you in some way could 
suddenly come to the surface today, Capri-

corn. You might get the most insight by analyzing your 
dreams. The release could be so profound that you have 
to spend some time alone today, perhaps away from the 
house, in order to fully grasp it all. At the end of the day 
you should feel elated because you’ll now see your way 
toward getting past some of your obstacles.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Romantic 
novels and movies might have caused you 
to feel especially passionate and sensual. 
Today you long to schedule a romantic eve-

ning alone with a love partner, Aquarius. Other social 
obligations could get in your way, however. You might 
have made these other commitments a long time ago 
and they may be business related. It might be far later 
than you’d hoped before you’re able to see your friend. 
Better late than never!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Although you may 
have been feeling somewhat out of sorts for 
the past few days, Pisces, today you could feel 
as if you just got a new lease on life. You’re in 

excellent physical, mental, and emotional shape, so you 
should be raring to go. Both immediate and long-term 
goals should be easy to achieve while your energy is 
strong today. Begin working on them; don’t put them off. 
This high level of motivation should continue for a while.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Philip Goff | Aeon

Cosmopsychism might seem 
crazy, but it provides a robust 
explanatory model for  
how the Universe became 
fine-tuned for life
In the past 40 or so years, a strange 
fact about our Universe gradually 
made itself known to scientists: the 
laws of physics, and the initial condi-
tions of our Universe, are fine-tuned 
for the possibility of life. It turns out 
that, for life to be possible, the num-
bers in basic physics – for example, 
the strength of gravity, or the mass of 
the electron – must have values fall-
ing in a certain range. And that range 
is an incredibly narrow slice of all the 
possible values those numbers can 
have. It is therefore incredibly un-
likely that a universe like ours would 
have the kind of numbers compat-
ible with the existence of life. But, 
against all the odds, our Universe 
does.
Here are a few of examples of this 
fine-tuning for life: 
The strong nuclear force (the force 
that binds together the elements in 
the nucleus of an atom) has a value 
of 0.007. If that value had been 0.006 
or less, the Universe would have 
contained nothing but hydrogen. If 
it had been 0.008 or higher, the hy-
drogen would have fused to make 
heavier elements. In either case, any 
kind of chemical complexity would 
have been physically impossible. 
And without chemical complexity 
there can be no life.

The physical possibility of chem-
ical complexity is also dependent on 
the masses of the basic components 
of matter: electrons and quarks. If 
the mass of a down quark had been 
greater by a factor of 3, the Universe 
would have contained only hydro-
gen. If the mass of an electron had 
been greater by a factor of 2.5, the 
Universe would have contained only 
neutrons: no atoms at all, and cer-
tainly no chemical reactions.

Gravity seems a momentous 
force but it is actually much weaker 
than the other forces that affect at-
oms, by about 1036. If gravity had 
been only slightly stronger, stars 
would have formed from smaller 
amounts of material, and conse-
quently would have been smaller, 
with much shorter lives. A typical 
sun would have lasted around 10,000 
years rather than 10 billion years, 
not allowing enough time for the 
evolutionary processes that produce 
complex life. Conversely, if gravity 
had been only slightly weaker, stars 
would have been much colder and 
hence would not have exploded into 
supernovae. This also would have 
rendered life impossible, as super-
novae are the main source of many 
of the heavy elements that form the 
ingredients of life.

Some take the fine-tuning to be 
simply a basic fact about our Uni-
verse: fortunate perhaps, but not 
something requiring explanation. 
But like many scientists and phi-
losophers, I find this implausible. In 
The Life of the Cosmos (1999), the 
physicist Lee Smolin has estimated 
that, taking into account all of the 
fine-tuning examples considered, 
the chance of life existing in the Uni-
verse is 1 in 10229, from which he 
concludes: 

In my opinion, a probability this 
tiny is not something we can let go 
unexplained. Luck will certainly not 
do here; we need some rational ex-
planation of how something this un-
likely turned out to be the case.

The two standard explanations 
of the fine-tuning are theism and the 
multiverse hypothesis. Theists pos-
tulate an all-powerful and perfectly 

good supernatural creator of the 
Universe, and then explain the fine-
tuning in terms of the good inten-
tions of this creator. Life is something 
of great objective value; God in Her 
goodness wanted to bring about this 
great value, and hence created laws 
with constants compatible with its 
physical possibility. The multiverse 
hypothesis postulates an enormous, 
perhaps infinite, number of physi-
cal universes other than our own, in 
which many different values of the 
constants are realised. Given a suffi-
cient number of universes realising a 
sufficient range of the constants, it is 
not so improbable that there will be 
at least one universe with fine-tuned 
laws.

Both of these theories are able to 
explain the fine-tuning. The prob-
lem is that, on the face of it, they also 
make false predictions. For the theist, 
the false prediction arises from the 
problem of evil. If one were told that 
a given universe was created by an 
all-loving, all-knowing and all-pow-
erful being, one would not expect 
that universe to contain enormous 
amounts of gratuitous suffering. 
One might not be surprised to find 
it contained intelligent life, but one 
would be surprised to learn that life 
had come about through the grue-
some process of natural selection. 
Why would a loving God who could 
do absolutely anything choose to 
create life that way? Prima facie the-
ism predicts a universe that is much 
better than our own and, because of 
this, the flaws of our Universe count 
strongly against the existence of God.

Turning to the multiverse hy-
pothesis, the false prediction arises 
from the so-called Boltzmann brain 
problem, named after the 19th-
century Austrian physicist Ludwig 
Boltzmann who first formulated the 
paradox of the observed universe. 
Assuming there is a multiverse, you 
would expect our Universe to be a 
fairly typical member of the universe 
ensemble, or at least a fairly typical 
member of the universes contain-
ing observers (since we couldn’t find 
ourselves in a universe in which ob-
servers are impossible). However, 
in The Road to Reality (2004), the 
physicist and mathematician Roger 
Penrose has calculated that in the 
kind of multiverse most favoured by 
contemporary physicists – based on 
inflationary cosmology and string 
theory – for every observer who ob-
serves a smooth, orderly universe as 
big as ours, there are 10 to the power 
of 10123 who observe a smooth, or-
derly universe that is just 10 times 
smaller. And by far the most com-
mon kind of observer would be a 
‘Boltzmann’s brain’: a function-
ing brain that has by sheer fluke 
emerged from a disordered universe 
for a brief period of time. If Penrose 
is right, then the odds of an observer 
in the multiverse theory finding it-
self in a large, ordered universe are 
astronomically small. And hence the 
fact that we are ourselves such ob-
servers is powerful evidence against 
the multiverse theory.

Neither of these are knock-down 
arguments. Theists can try to come 
up with reasons why God would al-
low the suffering we find in the Uni-
verse, and multiverse theorists can 
try to fine-tune their theory such 
that our Universe is less unlikely. 
However, both of these moves feel 
ad hoc, fiddling to try to save the 
theory rather than accepting that, 
on its most natural interpretation, 
the theory is falsified. I think we can 
do better.

In the public mind, physics is on 
its way to giving us a complete ac-
count of the nature of space, time 
and matter. We are not there yet of 
course; for one thing, our best theory 
of the very big – general relativity – is 

inconsistent with our best theory of 
the very small – quantum mechan-
ics. But it is standardly assumed that 
one day these challenges will be 
overcome and physicists will proud-
ly present an eager public with the 
Grand Unified Theory of everything: 
a complete story of the fundamental 
nature of the Universe.

In fact, for all its virtues, phys-
ics tells us precisely nothing about 
the nature of the physical Universe. 
Consider Isaac Newton’s theory of 
universal gravitation:

F=G 
m1m2

         
r2

The variables m1 and m2 stand 
for the masses of two objects that 
we want to work out the gravita-
tional attraction between; F is the 
gravitational attraction between 
those two masses, G is the gravita-
tional constant (a number we know 
from observation); and r is the dis-
tance between m1 and m2. Notice 
that this equation doesn’t provide 
us with definitions of what ‘mass’, 
‘force’ and ‘distance’ are. And this is 
not something peculiar to Newton’s 
law. The subject matter of phys-
ics are the basic properties of the 
physics world: mass, charge, spin, 
distance, force. But the equations of 
physics do not explain what these 
properties are. They simply name 
them in order to assert equations 
between them.

If physics is not telling us the na-
ture of physical properties, what is 
it telling us? The truth is that phys-
ics is a tool for prediction. Even if we 
don’t know what ‘mass’ and ‘force’ 
really are, we are able to recognise 
them in the world. They show up as 
readings on our instruments, or oth-
erwise impact on our senses. And 
by using the equations of physics, 
such as Newton’s law of gravity, we 
can predict what’s going to happen 
with great precision. It is this pre-
dictive capacity that has enabled us 
to manipulate the natural world in 
extraordinary ways, leading to the 
technological revolution that has 
transformed our planet. We are now 
living through a period of history in 
which people are so blown away by 
the success of physical science, so 
moved by the wonders of technolo-
gy, that they feel strongly inclined to 
think that the mathematical mod-
els of physics capture the whole of 
reality. But this is simply not the job 
of physics. Physics is in the business 
of predicting the behaviour of mat-
ter, not revealing its intrinsic nature.

It’s silly to say that atoms 
are entirely removed from 

mentality, then wonder where 
mentality comes from

Given that physics tell us noth-
ing of the nature of physical reality, 
is there anything we do know? Are 
there any clues as to what is going 
on ‘under the bonnet’ of the en-
gine of the Universe? The English 
astronomer Arthur Eddington was 
the first scientist to confirm general 
relativity, and also to formulate the 
Boltzmann brain problem discussed 
above (albeit in a different context). 
Reflecting on the limitations of 
physics in The Nature of the Physical 
World (1928), Eddington argued that 
the only thing we really know about 
the nature of matter is that some of 
it has consciousness; we know this 
because we are directly aware of the 
consciousness of our own brains:

We are acquainted with an exter-
nal world because its fibres run into 
our own consciousness; it is only 
our own ends of the fibres that we 
actually know; from those ends, we 
more or less successfully reconstruct 
the rest, as a palaeontologist recon-
structs an extinct monster from its 
footprint.

We have no direct access to the 
nature of matter outside of brains. 
But the most reasonable specula-
tion, according to Eddington, is 
that the nature of matter outside of 
brains is continuous with the nature 
of matter inside of brains. Given that 
we have no direct insight into the 
nature of atoms, it is rather ‘silly’, ar-
gued Eddington, to declare that at-
oms have a nature entirely removed 
from mentality, and then to wonder 
where mentality comes from. In my 
book Consciousness and Funda-
mental Reality (2017), I developed 
these considerations into an exten-
sive argument for panpsychism: the 
view that all matter has a conscious-
ness-involving nature.

There are two ways of developing 
the basic panpsychist position. One 
is micropsychism, the view that the 
smallest parts of the physical world 
have consciousness. Micropsychism 
is not to be equated with the absurd 
view that quarks have emotions or 
that electrons feel existential angst. 
In human beings, consciousness is 
a sophisticated thing, involving sub-
tle and complex emotions, thoughts 
and sensory experiences. But there 
seems nothing incoherent with the 
idea that consciousness might exist 
in some extremely basic forms. We 
have good reason to think that the 
conscious experience of a horse is 
much less complex than that of a hu-
man being, and the experiences of a 
chicken less complex than those of 
a horse. As organisms become sim-
pler, perhaps at some point the light 
of consciousness suddenly switches 
off, with simpler organisms having 
no experience at all. But it is also 
possible that the light of conscious-
ness never switches off entirely, but 
rather fades as organic complex-
ity reduces, through flies, insects, 
plants, amoeba and bacteria. For the 
micropsychist, this fading-while-
never-turning-off continuum fur-
ther extends into inorganic matter, 
with fundamental physical entities 
– perhaps electrons and quarks – 
possessing extremely rudimentary 
forms of consciousness, to reflect 
their extremely simple nature.

However, a number of scientists 
and philosophers of science have 
recently argued that this kind of 
‘bottom-up’ picture of the Universe 
is outdated, and that contemporary 
physics suggests that in fact we live 
in a ‘top-down’ – or ‘holist’ – Uni-
verse, in which complex wholes are 
more fundamental than their parts. 
According to holism, the table in 
front of you does not derive its ex-
istence from the sub-atomic parti-
cles that compose it; rather, those 
sub-atomic particles derive their 
existence from the table. Ultimately, 
everything that exists derives its ex-
istence from the ultimate complex 
system: the Universe as a whole.

Holism has a somewhat mystical 
association, in its commitment to a 
single unified whole being the ulti-
mate reality. But there are strong sci-
entific arguments in its favour. The 
American philosopher Jonathan 
Schaffer argues that the phenom-
enon of quantum entanglement is 
good evidence for holism. Entangled 
particles behave as a whole, even if 
they are separated by such large 
distances that it is impossible for 
any kind of signal to travel between 
them. According to Schaffer, we can 
make sense of this only if, in general, 
we are in a Universe in which com-
plex systems are more fundamental 
than their parts.

If we combine holism with 
panpsychism, we get cosmopsy-
chism: the view that the Universe is 
conscious, and that the conscious-
ness of humans and animals is de-
rived not from the consciousness of 
fundamental particles, but from the 

consciousness of the Universe itself. 
This is the view I ultimately defend 
in Consciousness and Fundamental 
Reality.

The cosmopsychist need not 
think of the conscious Universe as 
having human-like mental features, 
such as thought and rationality. In-
deed, in my book I suggested that we 
think of the cosmic consciousness 
as a kind of ‘mess’ devoid of intellect 
or reason. However, it now seems to 
me that reflection on the fine-tuning 
might give us grounds for thinking 
that the mental life of the Universe 
is just a little closer than I had previ-
ously thought to the mental life of a 
human being.

The Canadian philosopher 
John Leslie proposed an intrigu-
ing explanation of the fine-tuning, 
which in Universes (1989) he called 
‘axiarchism’. What strikes us as so 
incredible about the fine-tuning is 
that, of all the values the constants 
in our laws had, they ended up hav-
ing exactly those values required for 
something of great value: life, and 
ultimately intelligent life. If the laws 
had not, against huge odds, been 
fine-tuned, the Universe would have 
had infinitely less value; some say it 
would have had no value at all. Les-
lie proposes that this proper under-
standing of the problem points us in 
the direction of the best solution: the 
laws are fine-tuned because their 
being so leads to something of great 
value. Leslie is not imagining a deity 
mediating between the facts of value 
and the cosmological facts; the facts 
of value, as it were, reach out and fix 
the values directly. 

It can hardly be denied that axi-
archism is a parsimonious explana-
tion of fine-tuning, as it posits no 
entities whatsoever other than the 
observable Universe. But it is not 
clear that it is intelligible. Values 
don’t seem to be the right kind of 
things to have a causal influence on 
the workings of the world, at least 
not independently of the motives of 
rational agents. It is rather like sug-
gesting that the abstract number 9 
caused a hurricane.

But the cosmopsychist has a 
way of rendering axiarchism intel-
ligible, by proposing that the mental 
capacities of the Universe mediate 
between value facts and cosmologi-
cal facts. On this view, which we can 
call ‘agentive cosmopsychism’, the 
Universe itself fine-tuned the laws in 
response to considerations of value. 
When was this done? In the first 10-
43 seconds, known as the Planck ep-
och, our current physical theories, 
in which the fine-tuned laws are 
embedded, break down. The cos-
mopsychist can propose that during 
this early stage of cosmological his-
tory, the Universe itself ‘chose’ the 
fine-tuned values in order to make 
possible a universe of value.

Making sense of this requires two 
modifications to basic cosmopsy-
chism. Firstly, we need to suppose 
that the Universe acts through a 
basic capacity to recognise and re-
spond to considerations of value. 
This is very different from how we 
normally think about things, but 
it is consistent with everything we 
observe. The Scottish philosopher 
David Hume long ago noted that all 
we can really observe is how things 
behave – the underlying forces that 
give rise to those behaviours are in-
visible to us. We standardly assume 
that the Universe is powered by a 
number of non-rational causal ca-
pacities, but it is also possible that 
it is powered by the capacity of the 
Universe to respond to considera-
tions of value.

It is parsimonious to 
suppose that the Universe has 

a consciousness-involving 

nature
How are we to think about the 

laws of physics on this view? I sug-
gest that we think of them as con-
straints on the agency of the Uni-
verse. Unlike the God of theism, this 
is an agent of limited power, which 
explains the manifest imperfections 
of the Universe. The Universe acts 
to maximise value, but is able to do 
so only within the constraints of the 
laws of physics. The beneficence 
of the Universe does not much re-
veal itself these days; the agentive 
cosmopsychist might explain this 
by holding that the Universe is now 
more constrained than it was in the 
unique circumstances of the first 
split second after the Big Bang, when 
currently known laws of physics did 
not apply.

Ockham’s razor is the principle 
that, all things being equal, more 
parsimonious theories – that is to say, 
theories with relatively few postula-
tions – are to be preferred. Is it not a 
great cost in terms of parsimony to 
ascribe fundamental consciousness 
to the Universe? Not at all. The phys-
ical world must have some nature, 
and physics leaves us completely in 
the dark as to what it is. It is no less 
parsimonious to suppose that the 
Universe has a consciousness-in-
volving nature than that it has some 
non-consciousness-involving na-
ture. If anything, the former propos-
al is more parsimonious insofar as it 
is continuous with the only thing we 
really know about the nature of mat-
ter: that brains have consciousness.

Having said that, the second and 
final modification we must make to 
cosmopsychism in order to explain 
the fine-tuning does come at some 
cost. If the Universe, way back in 
the Planck epoch, fine-tuned the 
laws to bring about life billions of 
years in its future, then the Universe 
must in some sense be aware of the 
consequences of its actions. This is 
the second modification: I suggest 
that the agentive cosmopsychist 
postulate a basic disposition of the 
Universe to represent the complete 
potential consequences of each of 
its possible actions. In a sense, this 
is a simple postulation, but it can-
not be denied that the complexity 
involved in these mental representa-
tions detracts from the parsimony of 
the view. However, this commitment 
is arguably less profligate than the 
postulations of the theist or the mul-
tiverse theorist. The theist postulates 
a supernatural agent while the agen-
tive cosmopsychist postulates a nat-
ural agent. The multiverse theorist 
postulates an enormous number of 
distinct, unobservable entities: the 
many universes. The agentive cos-
mopsychist merely adds to an entity 
that we already believe in: the physi-
cal Universe. And most importantly, 
agentive cosmopsychism avoids the 
false predictions of its two rivals.

The idea that the Universe is a 
conscious mind that responds to 
value strikes us a ludicrously extrav-
agant cartoon. But we must judge 
the view not on its cultural associa-
tions but on its explanatory power. 
Agentive cosmopsychism explains 
the fine-tuning without making false 
predictions; and it does so with a 
simplicity and elegance unmatched 
by its rivals. It is a view we should 
take seriously.

(This essay was made possible 
through the support of a grant 

from Templeton Religion Trust to 
Aeon and a separate grant from 

the Templeton funded ‘Pantheism 
and Panentheism’ project to the 

author. The opinions expressed in 
this publication are those of the 

author(s) and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of Templeton 

Religion Trust.)
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Man killed in blaze in garment factory 
New Delhi, Feb. 10 (PTI): A 35-year-old man was 
asphyxiated after a fire broke out at a garments fac-
tory in central Delhi’s Karol Bagh area early morn-
ing. A call about the fire at the jeans factory on Tank 
Road was received at 4.50 am. Five fire tenders were 
rushed and it was brought under control at 5.10 am, 
said a Delhi Fire Services official. The fire had started 
in a staircase area on the first floor of the building 
giving out a heavy plume of smoke. On the second 
floor of the building, the body of a man identified as 
Jumman was found. He died due to suffocation, the 
official said. The cause of fire is under investigation, 
police said. Last month, a fire in a firecracker storage 
unit in Bawana industrial area had claimed the lives 
of 17 workers.

Man dies after being thrashed by 
friend over demand of INR 10 
Mumbai, Feb. 10 (PTI): A 30-year-old man died 
after allegedly being beaten up by his friend for de-
manding Rs 10 from him to share the cost of their 
lunch, police said today. The victim, Dinesh Laxman 
Joshi, and his friend Jeevan More (35) consumed 
liquor at Sai Bangurda village in suburban Powai on 
Wednesday afternoon. Thereafter, Joshi went and 
bought some food for both of them from a hotel 
nearby, Powai’s senior police inspector Anil Pophale 
said. However, when Joshi asked for Rs 10 from his 
friend to share the cost of the food, More allegedly 
got angry and beat him up severely with a wooden 
stick, he said. Joshi, who suffered multiple injuries 
in the incident, was yesterday admitted to a hospital 
where he died, he said. 

Man killed as robbers open fire 
after failed burglary bid 
Kota (Rajasthan), Feb. 10 (PTI): A gang of robbers 
opened fire after a failed bid to burgle a house in 
Rajasthan’s Bundi district, killing a 25-year-old man, 
police said. According to Talera police station SHO 
Prushottam Mahriya, about 5-6 members of the 
gang tried to break into the house in Shivaji Colony 
in Talera town last night. But the family members 
woke up and chased the robbers. A gang member 
opened fire at the family members while fleeing. 
Mohammed Rahim suffered bullet injury in head 
and was rushed to Maharao Bhim Singh Hospital in 
Kota, from where he was taken to a private hospital. 
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PM Modi arrives in 
Palestine on a historic visit

Two killed, JCO’s daughter injured as 
militants storm army camp in Jammu 

Modi’s backward-looking thought led to note ban — Rahul

Chargesheet in Punjab’s INR 1,000 cr. irrigation scam filed

Shortage of judges in higher 
judiciary saddening — Khurshid

AIMPLB to take action against its 
member for Ram temple proposal

Volcanic spewing in Barren Island is continuation of 2005 eruption — Study
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Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, left and Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi inspect a Guard of Honor upon his arrival 

PTI

Salman Krushid

Ramallah (West Bank), 
Feb. 10 (PTI): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi to-
day arrived in Ramallah 
on a historic visit to Pal-
estine during which he 
will meet President Mah-
moud Abbas and reaffirm 
India’s support for the 
Palestinian people.

Modi, the first Indian 
Prime Minister to make 
an official visit to Pales-
tine, flew in a Jordanian 
army helicopter straight 
from Amman to Ram-
allah, where he was re-
ceived by his Palestinian 
counterpart Rami Ham-
dallah.

Prime Minister Modi’s 
chopper was escorted by 
choppers from Israel Air 
Force.

The Prime Minister, 
accompanied by Ham-
dallah, visited the Mau-
soleum of Yasser Arafat 
in Ramallah and laid a 
wreath at the grave of the 
iconic Palestinian leader.

After paying hom-
age to Arafat, the prime 
minister took a short tour 
of the Arafat Museum 
located adjacent to the 
mausoleum.

Later, President Abbas 
received Prime Minister 

Jammu, Feb. 10 (IANS): A 
group of heavily-armed 
militants stormed an 
army camp in Jammu 
early on Saturday and 
entered the family quar-
ters, spraying automatic 
gunfire at the sleeping 
inhabitants and also 
lobbed bombs, leading 
to a gun fight in which 
two persons were killed 
and six others, including 
the daughter of an officer, 
were injured.

The sources said that 
soldiers at the Sunjuwan 
Military Station close to 
Jammu city noticed sus-
picious movement near 
the camp around 4.45 
a.m. 

Suspecting they could 
be militants, the soldiers 
challenged them. But the 
gunmen hurled grenades 
and opened fire from 
automatic weapons, the 
sources said.

The injured include 
the daughter of a jun-
ior army officer who had 
come to visit her father 
during school holidays.

“The attack has now 
been contained. Most of 
the families have been 
evacuated from the junior 
commissioned officers 
(JCO) quarters where the 
terrorists had entered. 

Modi in official ceremony 
at the presidential head-
quarters in Ramallah be-
fore starting official talks.

The two leaders ex-
changed hugs and stood 
for the national anthem 
of the two countries and 
then inspected the guard 
of honour. They shook 
hand with Palestinian and 
Indian officials.

After the talks, they 
will sign bilateral agree-
ments, hold a joint press 
conference and share 
lunch before Modi leaves 
for Amman in a chopper.

Describing India as 
a “very respected coun-

try in the international 
arena”, the 82-year-old 
Palestinian President had 
earlier said that India can 
have a possible role in 
creating a multilateral 
forum of negotiations 
between the Palestinians 
and Israelis to reach a 
final agreement.

According to Abbas, 
Modi’s visit to the region 
reflects India’s long-held 
position of supporting 
peace and stability in the 
region.

During his maiden 
visit to Israel last year, 
Modi did not travel to 
Ramallah, the Palestinian 

seat of government. His 
standalone visit to Israel 
had led to many analysts 
questioning the future of 
the Indo-Palestine ties.

T h i s  t i m e  M o d i 
skipped Israel in a clear 
message that India is de-
hyphenating its ties with 
Israel and Palestine.

Modi’s visit to Pales-
tine comes amid height-
ened tensions in the re-
gion after US President 
Donald Trump recog-
nised Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel.

Trump’s decision to 
declare Jerusalem as Is-
rael’s capital angered the 
Palestinians, sparked pro-
tests in the Middle East 
and raised concern that it 
could further destabilise 
the region.

Though India has 
shied away from becom-
ing a party in the Isra-
el-Palestinian conflict, 
the Palestinian leader 
on several occasions has 
stressed on a possible role 
for New Delhi in the Mid-
dle East peace process.

India believes in 
a two-state solution in 
which both Israel and a 
future Palestinian state 
coexist peacefully.

Before the final assault on 
the terrorists we are mak-
ing sure that no civilians 
are harmed in this opera-
tion,” a statement said.

Sources said room-to-
room intervention was 
going on to pin down the 
militants inside the Junior 
Commissioned Officers’ 
residential building.

There were intelli-
gence inputs that Jaish-
e-Muhammad ( JeM) 
militants were planning 
to carry out an attack 
around the 5th death an-
niversary of Parliament 
attack convict, Afzal Guru, 
who was hanged on Feb-
ruary 9, 2013 in Tihar Jail, 
the sources said.

Para commandos 

of the army have been 
airlifted from the army’s 
northern command 
headquarters in Udham-
pur town to flush out the 
holed up militants, be-
lieved to be three to four 
in number.

Air Force has been 
providing aerial surveil-
lance to the security forc-
es during the operation 
against the militants who 
have been surrounded 
inside one of the build-
ings.

Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh, who spoke 
earlier to state director 
general of Police (DGP), 
S.P. Vaid told reporters in 
Delhi that security forces 
were doing their duties 

and there was no doubt 
that the operation would 
be taken to its logical con-
clusion.

The attack on fam-
ily quarters of military 
personnel was a stark 
reminder of a similar 
attack in 2002 when a 
group of militants in 
army fatigues killed 30 
people and wounded 
nearly 50 in Kaluchak 
near Jammu.

Jammu and Kashmir 
Speaker Kavinder Gupta 
visited the main gate of 
the army camp as the 
security forces carried out 
the anti-terror operation.

Chief Minister Meh-
booba Mufti expressed 
her anguish over the ter-
ror attack saying, “Deeply 
disturbed by the terrorist 
attack in #Sunjwan today. 
My heart goes out to the 
injured and their fami-
lies.”

NC working presi-
dent and former Chief 
Minister, Omar Abdullah 
also condemned the at-
tack saying, “News from 
Jammu & the encounter 
in #Sunjwan is extremely 
disturbing. Hoping for 
an end to the encounter 
without any loss of life 
among the security forces 
& their families.”

Hospet (Karnataka), Feb. 10 (IANS): 
Attacking Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi for his recent Parliament 
speech accusing the Congress of 
yearning an “old India” of scams, 
Congress President Rahul Gandhi 
on Saturday said Modi’s “backward-
looking” thought led to note ban.

“The country doesn’t want to 
hear about the past, it is concerned 
about the future. 

Narendra Modi is the kind of 
PM who drives the vehicle looking 
in the rear-view mirror,” Gandhi 
said addressing a party rally here 
in Hospet in Bellary district, about 
350km from Bengaluru.

In his recent Parliament speech, 
the Prime Minister chose to speak 
only about Congress and India’s 
past and not about the future of 
the country’s youth, farmers and 
labourers, he remarked.

Gandhi asserted that Modi’s 
“backward-looking” thought has 
caused demonetisation and Goods 
and Services Tax (GST), which he 
referred to as ‘Gabbar Singh Tax’.

On his first visit to the southern 
state, where assembly polls are due 
in April-May, after he took over par-
ty chief in December, he kicked off 
the party’s poll campaign from Bel-
lary, the Lok Sabha constitutency 
from where his mother and former 
Congress President Sonia Gandhi 
had defeated BJP leader Sushma 
Swaraj in 1999 general elections.

Thousands of party cadres and 
people from different parts of the 
state attended the rally.

“Unemployment and farmers’ 
crises are two of the major chal-
lenges in the country, and dalit 
atrocities are on the rise, but in his 
(Modi’s) entire speech in the Parlia-
ment, he did not utter a single word 
on these issues,” Gandhi said in his 
40-minute long speech in Hindi. 
It was simultaneously translated 
into Kannada by the state Congress 
unit’s Working President Dinesh 
Gundu Rao.

The Modi government has also 
failed in keeping its promises of 
giving 2 crore jobs to the youth 

of the country each year, said the 
Congress chief.  “I ask the PM 
to learn from (Karnataka) Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah, who re-
sponded to farm crisis by waiving 
off their loans and kept his prom-
ises,” he added.

Terming the BJP as a “party of 
lies”, Gandhi asked people to not 
trust any party that makes false 
promises. 

He also accused it of “corrup-
tion” in the purchase of Rafale 
fighter jets from France.

“Bengaluru-based Hindustan 
Aeronautics Ltd was given the first 
Rafale contract, and now Modi has 
given it to a friend of his,” he said.

Over the past few days, the Con-
gress has been attacking the BJP for 
not revealing the price of the fighter 
aircraft in the Parliament.

Defence Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman told Parliament last week 
that the details of the deal for the 
Rafale fighter jets cannot be dis-
closed as it was “classified informa-
tion”.

Hyderabad, Feb. 10 
(IANS): The AIMPLB, 
an apex body of Indian 
Muslims, is set to take 
action against its execu-
tive member, Moulana 
Salman Hasni Nadvi, for 
mooting a proposal to 
hand over disputed land 
in Ayodhya, where Babri 
Masjid once stood, for 
the construction of Ram 
temple.

Taking strong excep-
tion to the proposal, 
the All India Muslim 
Personal Law Board 
(AIMPLB) has formed a 
four-member commit-
tee to take disciplinary 
action against Nadvi, 
an eminent cleric who 
mooted the proposal 
during a meeting with 
spiritual leader Sri Sri 
Ravi Shankar.

AIMPLB member 
S.Q.R. Ilyas told IANS on 
Saturday that the Board 
President would take 
action after a report is 
submitted to hiim by the 
disciplinary committee.

With the executive 
meeting on Friday pull-
ing up Nadvi for his pro-
posal, he stayed away 
from the plenary meet-
ing on the second day. 
Talking to reporters, he 
alleged that two execu-
tive members Zafar Yab 
Jeelani and Ilyas humili-
ated him.

Ilyas denied the al-
legation. “The meeting 
was held in a democratic 
manner. 

There was a unani-

mous feeling that Sal-
man Nadvi should not 
have made the offer that 
is against the known 
stand of the board,” he 
said.

Ilyas, who is conven-
or of the Babri Masjid 
committee of the board, 
said Nadvi should have 
raised any issue in the 
AIMPLB meeting before 
speaking publicly. He 
said Nadvi’s action had 
damaged the board’s 
reputation at a time 
when it is holding a cru-
cial meeting here to dis-
cuss various important 
issues.

After the executive 
committee meeting on 
Friday night, the Board 
issued a statement to 
rule out compromise on 
the land in Ayodhya in 
Uttar Pradesh, on which 
the Babri Masjid stood 
before it was demolished 
by a mob December 6, 
1992. 

The AIMPLB said 
that when a mosque is 
constructed, it remains 
a mosque always and it 
can’t be sold, exchanged, 
or alienated in any man-
ner. 

It also said it will 
abide by the Supreme 
Court order, which is 
presently hearing the 
case.

On the second day of 
the three-day plenary, 
the board is discussing 
some key issues, includ-
ing Babri Masjid and 
triple talaq bill.

Chandigarh, Feb. 10 
(IANS): The Punjab Vigi-
lance Bureau on Saturday 
filed the chargesheet in 
the nearly Rs 1,000 crore 
irrigation scam in the 
state, an official said.

The chargesheet, filed 
in a court in Mohali town 
adjoining Chandigarh, 
is against contractor 
Gurinder Singh and re-
tired engineers of Irriga-
tion Department in the 
multi-crore scam.

Gurinder Singh, who 
is the kingpin of the scam, 
and five officers of the 
department were earlier 
arrested by the Vigilance 

Bureau in this connec-
tion.

Following a vigilance 
inquiry, they have been 
booked under various 
sections of the Preven-
tion of Corruption Act for 
causing crores of rupees 
loss to the state exchequer 
in allotment and execu-
tion of various works of 
Irrigation Department in 
the state.

“Officials favoured 
contractor Gurinder 
Singh in various projects 
worth more than Rs 1,000 
crore.

“The first challan has 
been filed in the court 

to deny any benefit of 
default bail to Gurinder 
Singh, the main accused, 
and the retired engineers 
who have been arrested 
so far. Further investiga-
tion regarding the role 
of senior government 
functionaries and pri-
vate persons and vari-
ous aspects of this scam 
is under progress, and 
supplementary challans 
would be submitted in 
due course of time in the 
trail court,” said a Vigi-
lance Bureau spokesman.

The Bureau is prob-
ing 42 irrigation projects 
in which the engineers 

openly favoured one con-
tractor for the contracts.

“During investiga-
tion it was found that the 
main accused Gurinder 
Singh was benefited run-
ning into crores by the 
accused government of-
ficials in connivance with 
each other during the 
previous 7-8 years. They 
have allotted works with 
tailor-made conditions at 
higher rates up to 27 per-
cent above departmental 
rates to single bidder by 
flouting conditions and 
have caused a huge loss to 
the state exchequer,” the 
spokesman said.

New Delhi, Feb. 10 (PTI): 
Former Union law min-
ister Salman Khurshid 
has said the shortage of 
judges in the higher ju-
diciary was “saddening” 
and called for steps to 
address the issue at the 
earliest.

Khurshid, himself a 
senior advocate, said that 
right to justice should get 
the attention similar to 
that of ‘Swachh Bharat’ 
programme and there 
were some “fundamen-

tal flaws” in the judicial 
system.

Khurshid also talked 
about the issue of vacan-
cies in the higher judici-
ary. Young people should 
come and join the judici-
ary,” he said.

At present, the Su-
preme Court has 25 judg-
es, including the Chief 
Justice of India, against 
the sanctioned strength 
of 31 judges. Several High 
Courts in the country are 
also facing a shortage of 

New Delhi, February 9 
(India Science Wire): A 
recent study by scientists 
from the Indian Space Re-
search Organization has 
concluded that the vol-
canic spewing that hap-
pened in 2017 in India’s 
active volcano site- Bar-
ren Island - is a continu-
ation of the eruption that 
took place in2005.

Barren Island, located 
135 Km north-east of Port 
Blair, is the only active 
volcano in South Asia.
This 3 km wide island has 
2 km wide depression 
which had resulted from 
massive eruptions in the 
past. 

The first massive 
eruption in volcano took 
place in1787. In1991, it 
erupted againafter re-
maining dormant for 
about 150 years. Since 
then the volcano is show-
ing intermittent activity. 

The most  recent 
episodewas reported in 
January2017 by visiting 
scientists.

In thepresent study, 

scientistsused satel-
lite data to understand 
changes the volcanic re-
gionin terms of shape, 
area and path of lava 
flows from the year 2005 
to 2017.Small land area of 
the island and surround-
ing sea hindered creation 
of a three-dimensional 
image of this volcanous-
ing radar techniques. 

Therefore, research-
ers used satellite images 
acquired in visible, short-
wave infrared,and ther-
mal infrared bands to 
identify changes in shape 
of the volcano.

A large depression 
around the active vent 
—a hole spewing out 
gases, ashes, and lava— 
is hallmark of a volcanic 
eruption. The satellite 
images showed that vents 
which were active dur-
ing January 2017 were 
located in a depression 
formed byvolcanic erup-
tion of 2005 and not 1991 
confirming that the re-
cent volcanic activity is a 
continuation of eruption 

that took place in2005. 
Scientists also found 

that eruption in 2005 has 
created passages of the 
lava flow in three differ-
ent directions. Earlier lava 
was flowing only in the 
west.    These eruptions 
increase air pollution by 
releasing carbon dioxide 
and sulphur dioxide into 
the atmosphere. 

Although, the in-
cidence of a volcanic 
eruption is often diffi-
cult to predict but con-
stant monitoring of these 
eruptions may enhance 
our understanding of the 
causes and outcomes of 
these volcanic eruptions 
and help us to devise 
mitigation strategies. The 
results of this study were 
published in journal Bul-
letin of Volcanology. 

The research team in-
cluded Tapas R. Martha, 
Priyom Roy and K. Vinod 
Kumar from the Geo-
sciences Group, National 
Remote Sensing Centre 
(NRSC) of ISRO. (India 
Science Wire)

The active volcano located in Barren Island spewed 
gases and ashes in small episodes lasting for 5-10 
minutes in January 2017.

judges.
Referring to the hear-

ing in the apex court on 
the Babri Masjid-Ram 
Janmabhoomi dispute, 
he said there was a need 
to have better case man-
agement. “The CJI had to 
sit down and look at the 
paperwork and figure out 
what has to be done. All 
this is done by the solici-
tors the world over. This 
wastes time. This is a seri-
ous problem,” he said.

Senior advocate Vi-
kas Singh, who is also the 
President of the Supreme 
Court Bar Association, 
also addressed the gath-
ering and expressed his 
concern over shortage of 
judges.

“I don’t understand 
why office of judge can 
be allowed to remain va-
cant. Why don’t we have a 
system where judges are 
appointed well before the 
date of retirement of the 
sitting judge,” he said.
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Protesters wearing masks of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, right, 

Trump blocks Democratic 
memo on Russia probe Protesters tear N. Korean 

US Justice Department’s 

Israel launches attacks in Syria following jet’s crash 

Egypt escalates military operations in Sinai

Moon dismisses Abe’s call 
to resume US-S. Korea drills

UK minister backs right to ban hijab in schools

Kim Jong-un invites South 
Korea’s President to Pyongyang 

Duterte warns he’ll order navy to 
fire if sea wealth taken
Manila, Feb. 10 (PTI/AP): The Philippine president 
says he has no intention of going into war over ter-
ritorial feuds but will order the navy to fire if other 
countries extract resources from waters within 
his country’s exclusive economic zone. President 
Rodrigo Duterte told a news conference yesterday 
that the Philippines could not fight more powerful 
nations like the United States and China but warned 
that “if you get something there from the economic 
zone, I will order the navy to fire.”  Duterte was re-
ferring to the country’s 200-nautical mile exclusive 
economic zone, a stretch of sea where coastal states 
have been granted exclusive rights to exploit natural 
resources under a 1982 UN treaty. Duterte recently 
stopped all foreign scientific research missions in 
Benham Rise to stress Philippine sovereign rights 
over the off-shore region.

US imposes sanctions on indi-
viduals, entities related to IS
Washington, Feb. 10 (IANS): The US Treasury said 
on Friday that it has imposed sanctions on three 
individuals and three entities for their alleged sup-
port of the Islamic States. The designated people 
and entities were in the Philippines, Turkey and 
Somalia, according to a statement released by the 
Treasury, Xinhua reported. “Each individual and 
entity targeted has contributed to the spread of 
ISIS (IS)’s terror reach in their respective corner of 
the world,” said Sigal Mandelker, Treasury under 
secretary for terrorism and financial intelligence, in 
the statement. As a result of the Treasury’s action, 
any property or interests of the designated persons 
in the United States will be blocked and transactions 
by Americans involving these persons are generally 
prohibited.

Trudeau’s motorcade involved in 
US crash; three injured
Washington, Feb. 10 (IANS): Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau’s motorcade was involved 
in an accident near Los Angeles, leaving three peo-
ple injured. Trudeau, 46, was leaving the Reagan 
Presidential Library where he had given a speech 
when a car turned left in front of his motorcade on 
Friday, ABC News reported.  The collision occurred 
around 7.22 p.m. along Madera Road near Aristotle 
Street in Simi Valley, California.  California Highway 
Patrol spokeswoman Elizabeth Kravig said the fe-
male driver, travelling with her son, turned in front 
of the motorcade and struck a motorcycle driven 
by a California Highway Patrol Officer.  The officer 
was escorting the motorcade. He was wounded 
and hospitalized with “non-critical” injuries. Kravig 
said the woman driver and her son were also taken 
to a Los Angeles-area hospital with undetermined 
injuries. Michael Sternberg said his wife “saw one 
motorcycle pass and she was not aware of the other 
motorcycles”. 

Inter-clan fighting kills 15 in S. Sudan
Juba, Feb. 10 (IANS): At least 15 people have 
been killed and eight others wounded following 
renewed communal fighting in South Sudan’s 
Jonglei State over a renaming of contested village, 
a government official said on Friday. The renewed 
clashes erupted midweek in Kolang Payam of 
former Bor County, following last year’s disagree-
ment that left 15 people dead, Jonglei State Infor-
mation of Minister Jacob Akech Deng told Xinhua. 
The clashes erupted again over ownership of graz-
ing land and the naming of a village. Deng said one 
group attacked the other clan in retaliation after 
the killing in December last year over the naming 
of a village. Deng added that the regional govern-
ment has issued stern warnings to the local chiefs 
to apprehend perpetrators of the latest round of 
fighting.  The Jonglei region has suffered decades 
of communal and tribal violence, mainly caused 
by rivalry over livestock and grazing land. At least 
22 people were killed and 18 others wounded in 
December last year when members of the Nyara 
clan and other clans of Abii community fought 
over ownership of land in the same area.

Washington, Feb. 10 
(IANS): US President 
D o n a l d  Tr u m p  h a s 
stopped the release of a 
Democratic memo that 
seeks to undercut Re-
publican claim that the 
FBI misused its powers 
in conducting the Russia 
probe. The White House 
informed this on Friday 
and said the Democratic 
memo contained several 
classified passages.

It said Trump “will 
not release the memo at 
this time, and has sent it 

back to the House Intel-
ligence Committee for 
changes”, a CNN report 
said.

In a letter to the com-
mittee, White House 
counsel Donald Mc-
Gahn said, “although the 
President is inclined to 
declassify the February 5 
Memorandum, because 
the Memorandum con-
tains numerous properly 
classified and especially 
sensitive passages, he is 
unable to do so at this 
time.”

Seoul, Feb. 10 (IANS): 
Conservative activists 
tore photos of North Ko-
rea’s leader Kim Jong-
un and attempted to 
burn its national flag in 
demonstrations here 
on Saturday against 
Pyongyang’s participa-
tion in the PyeongChang 
Winter Olympics.

A flurry of demon-
strations took place on 
the streets as Kim’s sister 
and other high-rank-
ing officials visited the 
presidential office and 
North Korean art troupe 
Samjiyon Orchestra ar-
rived in Seoul to perform 
on Sunday, Yonhap news 
agency reported.

S o m e  8 0 0  a n t i -
North Korean protest-
ers marched and staged 
street performances 
in front of the Deoksu 
Palace in central Seoul, 
condemning the North 
Korean leader and Presi-
dent Moon Jae-in, who 
they regard as too soft on 
the North.

Photos of Kim Jong-
un and North Korea’s 
national flags were seen 
damaged and in tat-
ters. Some were holding 
up a ripped-up “Ko-

Washington, Feb. 10 (IANS): Rachel L. 
Brand, the third-highest-ranking official 
at the US Justice Department, plans 
to resign after nine months on the job 
as the country’s top law enforcement 
agency has been under attack by Presi-
dent Donald Trump, officials said.

Brand, 44, would have been in line 
to take over the supervision of Special 
Counsel Robert S. Mueller III’s Russia 
investigation if Deputy Attorney General 
Rod J. Rosenstein, the Department’s No. 
2 official, was fired by Trump or recused 
himself from the matter, the New York 
Times reported on Friday.

Earlier reports said that the President 
might sack Rosenstein.

Brand is leaving the Justice Depart-
ment to join Walmart as the Executive 
Vice-President for global governance, 
the company said. 

She previously worked in the admin-
istrations of both Presidents George W. 
Bush and Barack Obama as the head of 
the Justice Department’s office of legal 

policy and as a member of an oversight 
board for privacy and civil liberties, CNN 
reported.

The possibility of Brand being thrust 
into the Russia investigation increased 
in recent weeks as Rosenstein came un-
der political attack from Republicans for 
supporting the renewal of a surveillance 
warrant on a former Trump campaign 
adviser. “I think it’s a disgrace what’s 
happening in our country,” Trump said 
last week when he was asked about the 
release of a memo from Republicans 
on the House Intelligence Committee 
claiming abuses in the Russia investiga-
tion. “A lot of people should be ashamed 
of themselves and much worse than 
that,” Trump said.

He has also publicly attacked the FBI, 
which is a component of the Justice De-
partment. He has blasted Attorney Gen-
eral Jeff Sessions for recusing himself in 
the Russia investigation and turning it 
over to Rosenstein, who then appointed 
Mueller as Special Counsel.

Je r u s a l e m , Fe b. 1 0 
(IANS): The Israeli Army 
said it launched “large-
scale attacks” against 
the aerial defence sys-
tem and Iranian targets 
in Syria following the 
shooting down of an 
Israeli F-16 fighter on 
Saturday in a major es-
calation of tension in the 
region.

Twelve targets, in-
cluding three aerial de-
fence batteries and four 
Iranian targets that were 
part of Iran’s military 
establishment in Syria 
were attacked, accord-
ing to a statement by the 
Israeli Defence Forces 
(IDF), Efe news reported.

The Israeli action 
came following the IDF’s 
announcement that one 
of its military jets had 
crashed after coming 
under fire from anti-air-
craft missiles in Syria. 

The F-16 fighter was 
on a mission to strike Ira-
nian drone installations 
in Syria, where Iranian 
and Iran-backed forces 
have established a major 
foothold while fighting 
in support of President 
Bashar al-Assad.

The IDF said its pilots 
managed to eject them-
selves and land safely in-
side their territory. One 
of the pilots was severely 
injured.

Hours earlier Israel 
said it had downed an 
Iranian drone that had 
infiltrated its airspace.

“We are willing, pre-
pared and capable to 
exact a heavy price from 
anyone that attacks 
us, however we are not 
looking to escalate the 
situation,” the military 
spokesman said.

Israeli media report-
ed that Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu 
was currently holding an 
emergency meeting with 
Defence Minister Avig-
dor Lieberman at the 
military headquarters in 
Tel Aviv. 

Ira n’s  e x p a n d i n g 
clout during Syria’s near-
ly seven-year-long war, 
including deployments 
of Iran-backed forces 
near the Golan frontier, 
has raised alarm in Is-
rael, which has said it 
would act against any 
threat from its regional 
arch-enemy Tehran.

The International 
Crisis Group warned in a 
report this week against 
increased tension and 
called on Russia to medi-
ate to maintain the cur-
rent containment agree-
ments, under which 
Iranian forces should 
stay away from Israel-
controlled territory.

Cairo, Feb. 10 (IANS): 
Egypt’s armed forces on 
Friday launched airstrikes 
against alleged terror 
organisations in north 
and central Sinai, while 
three alleged members 
of a militant group were 
killed by security forces 
in the capital Cairo, the 
opening moves in a major 
new nationwide security 
operation, officials said.

Col. Tamer al-Refaei 
was quoted by Efe on 
Friday saying that the 
Egyptian army was in-
tensifying its war in 
northern Sinai, which it 
had been fighting since 
2014 against terror or-
ganisations including a 
subsidiary of the Islamic 
State, and over which the 
authorities have imposed 
a total media blackout.

“Elements of our air 
force targeted some of the 

outposts, weapons and 
ammunition stores used 
by terrorist elements as a 
base to target law enforce-
ment forces and civil-
ian targets in north and 
central Sinai,” al-Refaei 
stated.

In Cairo, the Egyp-
tian Interior Ministry an-
nounced the deaths of 
three alleged members 
of the Hasm terror group 
in the capital but did not 
offer further details, in a 
statement published by 
the official MENA news 
agency.

According to the min-
istry, one of those killed 
was Salahadin Attia Ibra-
him Omara, a member of 
the Muslim Brotherhood, 
the Islamist political-so-
cial movement of former 
President Mohamed 
Morsi that was declared 
a terror organization after 

his ouster in 2013.
The ministry also said 

it had arrested 14 alleged 
militants in operations 
spanning five provinces 
the Nile Delta in the north 
and two provinces in Up-
per Egypt in the south, 
while the army had previ-
ously announced opera-
tions were to take place in 
the western desert.

The latest escalation 
in military activity comes 
in the run-up to Egypt’s 
presidential election in 
March.

On November 29, 
Egypt’s President Abdel 
Fattah al-Sisi gave the 
military a three-month 
deadline to clear the Sinai 
Peninsula of militants, 
days after terrorists staged 
a bomb and gun attack 
on a mosque in northern 
Sinai that killed over 300 
worshippers.

Seoul, Feb. 10 (IANS): 
South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in has dis-
missed a call by Japanese 
Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe to quickly resume 
the US-South Korea joint 
military exercises, an of-
ficial said on Saturday.

The unnamed official 
of South Korea’s presi-
dential Blue House was 
quoted as saying that 
Abe told Moon on Friday 
that it was not a right 
time to delay the annual 
joint military drills be-
tween South Korea and 
the US.

Abe said it would be 
important to conduct 
the US-South Korea joint 
war games, codenamed 
Key Resolve and Foal 
Eagle, as scheduled, Xin-

hua news agency cited 
the Blue House official 
as saying.

The Japanese Prime 
Minister visited South 
Korea for the opening 
ceremony of the 23rd 
Winter Olympics at the 
country’s east county of 
PyeongChang.

In response, Moon 
said it was a matter of 
South Korea’s sovereign-
ty and its domestic af-
fairs, noting it would not 
be appropriate for Abe 
to directly mention the 
issue.

Moon and US Presi-
dent Donald Trump 
agreed via a telephone 
conversation on January 
4 to postpone the joint 
annual war games dur-
ing the Winter Olympics 

and Paralympic Games 
set to run from February 
to March. The South Ko-
rean President has been 
seeking to maintain a 
dialogue mood between 
the two Koreas by mak-
ing the PyeongChang 
Winter Olympics “a 
peace Olympic”. 

North Korea dis-
patched about 400 peo-
ple, including 22 ath-
letes, 140 artists and a 
cheering squad, to the 
South Korea-hosted 
winter sports event.

North Korean leader 
Kim Jong-un invited 
Moon to visit Pyongyang. 
The invitation was deliv-
ered through his young-
er sister Kim Yo-jong 
who met Moon at the 
presidential palace.

London, Feb. 10 (PTI): An In-
dian-origin school principal, 
who was forced to withdraw 
a ban on wearing of hijab 
by young girls after vitriolic 
abuse on social media, today 
received crucial support of a 
UK minister who said bullying 
or intimidation of school staff 
was completely unacceptable.

Lord Theodore Agnew, 
Minister for schools systems, 
faith and counter-extremism 
in education, also said that 
schools in the country were 
completely within their right 
to make decisions on how to 
run their institutions in the 
best interests of their pupils.

Neena Lall, an Indian-
origin principal of the St 
Stephen’s Primary School in 
east London, met with strong 
opposition, faced abuse on 

social media and even likened 
to German dictator Adolf Hit-
ler for her decision to impose 
a ban on wearing of hijab by 
girls under eight last month.

Later, she withdrew the 
decision.

A governor at the school, 
Arif Qawi, resigned amid the 
stiff opposition and had urged 
the UK government to spell 
out school uniform policies 
more clearly. The minister 
also threw his support be-
hind schools in the country 
that want to impose a ban on 
wearing of hijab or religious 
fasting by very young pupils.

“They are completely 
within their right to make 
decisions on how to run their 
schools in the best interests 
of their pupils in line with the 
law and in discussion with 

parents, of course and we back 
their right to do so,” Agnew 
wrote in ‘The Times’ in refer-
ence to Lall.

“St Stephen’s Primary 
School in east London has 
been at the centre of media at-
tention after its ban on young 
pupils wearing the hijab and 
fasting during Ramadan. I 
have seen the vitriolic abuse 
on social media after this deci-
sion and read of the intimida-
tion of staff, resulting in the 
resignation of the chairman of 
governors...I wanted to send 
out a clear message: bullying 
or intimidation of school staff 
is completely unacceptable,” 
he wrote.

The minister responsible 
for counter-extremism in the 
Department for Education 
said the government would 

not allow a “culture of fear and 
intimidation to pass through 
the school gates” and that 
any opposition to decisions 
by a school’s governing body 
should manifest itself in the 
form of sensible, informed 
discussion and not hateful 
online reaction. 

Earlier this month, the 
UK’s independent schools 
watchdog the Office for Stand-
ards in Education, Children’s 
Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
had also came out in support 
of the school’s right to set its 
own uniform policy.

“School leaders must have 
the right to set school uniform 
policies in a way that they see 
fit, in order to promote cohe-
sion,” Amanda Spielman, the 
head of Ofsted, had said.

Under the UK s Depart-

ment for Education guide-
lines, uniform policy is a 
matter for individual head-
teachers and their governing 
bodies. But Agnew offered the 
government’s support to indi-
vidual schools that may find 
themselves in a bind.

“We want to do all we can 
to help schools on sensitive 
issues, such as those thrown 
up by this case, and we will be 
working closely with school 
leaders and sector organisa-
tions on how we can support 
them,” the minister said.

He also warned schools in 
the country against “promot-
ing religious ideologies that 
undermine British values” and 
said the government was pre-
pared to take action against 
any form of discrimination in 
the classroom.

rean Unification” flag, 
which was used when 
athletes from South and 
North Korea made a 
joint entrance at the 
opening ceremony of 
the PyeongChang Ol-
ympics on Friday night. 

Some people tried to 
burn the North Korean 
national flag, but were 
contained by police.

“You are fired. Get 
out of here Korea,” one 
protester, wearing a 
mask of US President 
Donald Trump, shouted 
at a protester wearing a 
mask of the South Ko-

rean President. 
Three people playing 

the roles of President 
Moon, the North Korean 
leader and Kim Yong-
nam, North Korea’s cer-
emonial head of state, 
respectively, walked in 
silence, tied to each oth-
er by a rope.

The protests took 
place as Kim Jong-un, 
in a message delivered 
by his sister Kim Yo-
jong, invited Moon to 
Pyongyang at the “earli-
est date” possible for 
what will be a third inter-
Korean summit.

Seoul, Feb. 10 (IANS): 
North Korea’s rather 
reclusive leader Kim 
Jong-un has asked 
South Korean Presi-
dent Moon Jae-in to 
visit Pyongyang at the 
“earliest date” possible 
for what will be a third 
inter-Korean summit. 
The invitation was de-
livered on Saturday at 
a landmark meeting 
between Moon and the 
North Korean leader’s 
sister Kim Yo-jong in 
the Presidential Palace 
in Seoul, Yonhap news 
agency reported.

Kim Yo-jong and 
the North’s ceremonial 
head of state, Kim Yong-
nam, made up the most 
senior delegation from 
Pyongyang o visit the 
South since the Korean 
War in the 1950s.

Kim Yo-jong invited 
Moon to visit “at the 
early date possible”, a 
spokesman for South 
Korea’s Presidential Pal-

ace said. Moon appar-
ently cited the condi-
tions necessary for an 
inter-Korean summit. 
“Let us make it happen 
by creating the neces-
sary conditions in the 
future,” he was quoted 
as saying.

The South Korean 
President also stressed 
the need for the Com-
munist North to resume 
its dialogue with the US. 
“An early resumption 
of dialogue between 
the US and the North is 
needed also for the de-
velopment of the South-
North Korean relation-
ship,” he said, according 
to his spokesman.

The figures from 
the two Koreas shared 
kimchi (Korean pick-
led cabbage) and soju 
rice liquor, and spoke 
for three hours. Moon’s 
spokesman said the 
meeting at the Blue 
House was held in a 
“friendly” mood.

Trump had said ear-
lier on Friday planned to 
release the memo. 

“It’s gonna be re-
leased soon,” Trump 
told reporters, adding, 
“We’re going to release 
a letter.”

The House Intelli-
gence Committee voted 
unanimously on Mon-
day to release the 10-
page Democratic memo, 
and the committee rules 
gave Trump five days to 
decide whether to block 
or allow its release.

The memo was writ-
ten by Adam Schiff of 
California, the top Dem-
ocrat on the committee, 
to rebut the Republi-
can memo released one 
week prior.

T h e  R e p u b l i c a n 
memo had accused the 
Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation of suppress-
ing Democratic ties to 
an opposition research 
dossier on Trump and 
Russia used to procure 
a Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act warrant 
against former Trump 
campaign foreign policy 
adviser Carter Page.

The FBI and the Jus-
tice Department are 
probing the interference 
of Russia in the 2016 
presidential poll.
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Margot Robbie says sex 
scandal has brought 
Hollywood together

It’s not over yet: Deepika 
on ‘Padmaavat’ success

Ozzy blackmailed by venue owner, claims Sharon

George Clooney could 
trade his life for Amal

Reg E. Cathey is no more

No video evidence in nightclub fight — Quavo’s attorney

T
he ‘I, Tonya’ actress has been 
shocked by the number 
of accusations that have 
rocked high-profile figures 
since a series of claims were 

first made against influential movie 
producer Harvey Weinstein last Octo-
ber, but she thinks there are “posi-
tive” things to have come out of the 
situation.

She explained to OK! magazine: 
“I think everyone was shocked to 
learn the extent of this problem 
and to see just how far it reached 
every corner of the industry.

“But I think the positive thing 
that’s come out of it is how much 
everyone has come together.

“There’s a sense of community 
that I haven’t felt before.”

The 27-year-old star - who is 
married to director Tom Ackerley 
- hasn’t been offered a role with 
anyone who has been accused of 

inappropriate behaviour.
But Margot has admitted she would 

think twice about pressing on with a 
project if that was the case.

She said: “I haven’t yet come across 
a moment in my career where I’ve felt 
ethically conflicted about the person I was 
working with.

“Perhaps new information would make 
me stop and feel conflicted about that.”

Margot considers herself a feminist 
and admitted she would be very “sur-
prised” if anyone else in her life didn’t 
share the same values.

The Australian star also outlined her 
own definition of the contentious term.

Asked if she thinks of herself as a 
feminist, she said: “Yes, I’d be surprised if 
anyone close to me wasn’t a feminist actu-
ally. Men and women.

“Because the definition I go by of what 
is a feminist is any person who believes in 
gender equality.”

Femalefirst.co.uk

Quavo doesn’t have to worry about an arrest in a nightclub fight here because a 
video shows he didn’t touch the alleged victim, says the rapper’s attorney. Drew Fin-
dling told tmz.com he has seen surveillance video from inside restaurant 1 Oak on 
Grammy Awards night last month, and it shows Quavo did not “come within three 
feet” of Eric the Jeweler.  He said the video does show an altercation, but Quavo 
wasn’t involved. Eric said two men jumped him in the club, and possibly snatched 
his $30,000 chain. He claimed Quavo was one of the attackers.  Law enforcement 
sources told tmz.com that New York City Police Department was preparing to arrest 
the rapper for the fight. That’s news to Findling, who said, based on the video, his 
client is in the clear. Findling also said the video shows Eric walk in the club with his 
chain, and walk out of the club with it still around his neck. (IANS)

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

11 am, 2 pm, 8 pm: 
Padmaavat (Hindi)

5 pm: Maze Runner: 
The Death Cure

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

D
eepika Padukone, whose 
latest release “Padmaavat” 
has turned out to be the 
actress’ highest grosser by 
crossing India collections 

of Rs 230 crore, says she is yet to cel-
ebrate the success and feels the success 
story is not over as yet.

Deepika plays the title role in the 
Sanjay Leela Bhansali directorial, and 
has expressed her gratitude for the love 
and appreciation that has come to her, 
Bhansali as well as co-actors Ranveer 
Singh and Shahid Kapoor.

“I think for me, Ran-
veer’s contribution in 
the film as well as 
Shahid’s contribu-
tion, is something 
that I will always 
cherish.

“I think it was 
very gracious of 
them to give so 
much to this film 
and I am so happy 
that together we 
get to celebrate the 
success but like I 
said, it’s not over as 
in the weekend more 
people will go to watch 
our film,” Deepika said 
here on the 
sidelines 
of Volare 

Awards 2018.
The event was organised by Consu-

late General of Italy on Friday in Mum-
bai, and Deepika received an award.

Asked about how she is celebrating 
the success of “Padmaavat”, she said: 
“To be really honest, I think there hasn’t 
been any time to celebrate the success 
because there is so much happening 
right now. Of course, it is the time for 
celebration.

“I think receiving awards like these 
reminds me why I am in this business 
of making films, because cinema is 
such a powerful medium. It spreads 

love and brings people together. I 
think awards like these really sort 
of reinstate that.

“As far as my film is con-
cerned, I had said this earlier 
as well, there is no stopping it. 
I think it deserves all the kind 
of love and blessings that we 
are receiving. I think box-office 
numbers are again testament 
of that and it’s not over yet.”

On her Valentine’s Day plans, 
Deepika said: “I think every day 
should be celebrated. I am going 
to be prepping for my next film 
and I think that’s what I will be 

doing on this Valentine’s Day.”
Deepika will next be 
seen on screen with 

her “Piku” co-star 
Irrfan Khan 

in Vishal 
Bhardwaj’s 
yet untitled 
movie.

IANS

S
haron Osbourne 
claimed husband Ozzy 
Osbourne was being 
blackmailed as a result 
of a dispute between 

rival event agencies. She said 
AEG Live CEO Jay Marciano 
attempted to force Ozzy to 
perform in a Los Angeles venue 
where he didn’t want to play.

When Ozzy and manager 
Sharon began planning his 
upcoming No More Tours 2 
farewell road trip, they wanted 
to appear at the O2 Arena in 
London on Feb. 11, 2019. The 
venue is owned by AEG, while 
the tour is being produced by 
Live Nation. AEG stipulated 
that, in return for being al-
lowed to use the O2 Arena, the 
Osbournes had to agree to play 
the Staples Center in L.A. if any 

show was to take place within 
25 miles of the city and was 
produced by Live Nation.

“Shame on AEG for bring-
ing artists into a power struggle 
you’re having with your com-
petitor, Live Nation,” Sharon 
Osbourne wrote in an email to 
Marciano shared with Billboard. 
“I can assure you that Live Na-
tion would never strong-arm 
an artist into playing a venue 
they’re not comfortable per-
forming in.”

She returned a contract to 
appear at the Staples Center 
unsigned.

The Osbournes appear to 
have become victims of a feud 
between AEG and Live Na-
tion that began last year, when 
former Live Nation executive Ir-
ving Azoff began block-booking 

venues, tying artists to appear in 
particular locations. His activity 
brought the L.A. Forum to-
gether with New York’s Madison 
Square Garden. AEG responded 
by commencing their own 
block-booking policies, which 
included the Forum’s rival 
venue, the Staples Center. Azoff 
said he had ended the practice, 
but Marciano disputed that. The 
situation led to Live Nation’s 
U.K. operation attempting legal 
action against AEG, but British 
authorities said any such action 
would have to take place in the 
U.S., which hasn’t happened.

 “Thank you for your note,” 
Marciano replied to Osbourne’s 
email. “Please understand this 
dispute is between the Forum 
and Staples Center and we 
couldn’t agree with you more — 

it should always be the artist’s 
choice. We long for the days 
when artists and fans came 
first.”

But Sharon fired back, 
suggesting that, since the 
Staples Center contract 
had been sent by AEG 
to Live Nation, Mar-
ciano’s claim about 
a local dispute was 
inaccurate. “This 
is a staggering at-
tempt to blackmail 
Ozzy into playing 
your venue in Los 
Angeles,” she said. 
“It is also a complete 
abuse of bargaining 
power and not condu-
cive to a free market. If 
you do not confirm the 
date for Ozzy at the O2 
in London then I will be 
forced to take legal action 
against AEG Live without 
delay.”

She also compared 
the company’s actions to 
“childish playground tac-
tics.” “I cannot be involved 
in a squabble between two 
venue owning promot-
ers as my interests 
only lie 100 
percent with 
Ozzy,” she 
added. 
Ulti-
mate-
classi-
crock

A
ctor George 
Clooney 
values his wife 
Amal’s life so 
much that he 

says he would “absolute-
ly” trade his life for hers.

In an appearance for 
“My Next Guest Needs 
No Introduction with 
David Letterman”, the 
host spoke to George 
about how having chil-
dren shifted his focus 
from himself to them, 
reports femalefirst.co.uk.

George replied: “Be-

fore I had the twins, I felt 
that about (Amal). I met 
someone who I would 
absolutely trade my life 
for. I met someone, who, 
her life meant more to 
me than my life. I had 
never had that experi-
ence before.”

Amal turned 40 
earlier this month. The 
couple had reportedly 
gone to somewhere in 
California without their 
children for a 24-hour 
trip.

IANS

A
ctor Reg E. 
Cathey, who 
played Freddy 
in “House of 
Cards” and 

appeared in “The Wire”, 
is no more. He was 59 
and had reportedly been 
battling cancer.

“We are heartbroken 
by the passing of our 
friend and ‘House of 
Cards’ colleague Reg E. 
Cathey,” Netflix said in a 
statement to variety.com 
on Friday.

“Reg was the kindest 

man, the most giving 
actor, a true gentlemen. 
Our sympathy goes to 
his family.”

Known for his dis-
tinctive baritone voice, 
Reginald Eugene Cathey 
began acting in 1984 in 
a television movie called 
“A Doctor’s Story”. 

He guest starred on 
numerous shows like 
“The Wire”, “Grimm”, 
“Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit” and “Out-
cast”.

Cathey won an 
Emmy for outstand-
ing guest actor in a 
drama series in 2015 for 
his work in “House of 
Cards”. 

“The Wire” crea-
tor David Simon first 
reported his death.

Cathey also appeared 
in Jim Carrey and Cam-
eron Diaz’s “The Mask” 
and the 2015 “Fantastic 
Four” reboot. 

Several actors and 
TV creators remem-
bered Cathey on Twitter, 
including actors Bobby 
Cannavale and Jeffrey 
Wright.

IANS
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Sweden’s Charlo e Kalla upstaged Marit Bjoergen to win the first gold medal of the Pyeongchang Olympics 
on Sat. Feb. 10.

11

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1731        SUD0KU 1571
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1730

ACROSS
1. Synchronizes (abbrev.)
6. Pulpy residue
10. Bryn ____, Pennsylvania
14. Coniferous tree of New Zealand
15. A monetary unit in Viet Nam
16. Notion
17. Actor/director Woody _____
18. Eager
19. Movements of the head
20. Communication sent by cable
22. Actor ______ Clooney
24. Recreate
25. Ordained
26. Hydrophobia
29. Earth’s continental upper crust
30. Member of the lily family
31. Mountainous region of West 

Virginia
37. Damp
39. Hurried (away)
40. More correct
41. Insect-killing chemicals
44. S-shaped curved molding
45. Docile
46. Curses
48. Orbit
52. Le ____, France
53. Residence of the French 

president
54. Aromatic herb
58. Largest continent
59. Roman god of love
61. Fleshy mass at the back of the 

soft palate
62. Connection
63. Captain and ____ Tennille
64. Passover dinner

65. One million
66. Stiff hair or bristle
67. Lovers agreement 
DOWN
1. 3 handed card game
2. Ivy League university
3. Invalid or nonexistent
4. Most repugnant
5. Unmarried
6. “Home to Harlem” writer 

Claude _____
7. Attracts attention
8. Actress Charlotte ___
9. Solidify or jell
10. Less important
11. Love profoundly

12. V-shaped object 
13. Destroyed
21. “Tabula ____” = blank slate
23. Great brilliance in 

performance
25. Actress Keaton, Ladd or Lane
26. Inclined path

toothed leaves
28. French for “Wood”
29. Digging tool

33. Traversing place
34. Embraces
35. Electrical engineering group
36. Greek god of war

38. Identifying name 
42. Warnings
43. Mark left by a wound
47. Unfair
48. Kingdom
49. Heroine of Longfellow’s “The 

Golden Legend”
50. Striving
51. City in Japan
52. Dark areas of the moon
54. Montana (abbrev.)
55. Megaphone singer ____ 

Vallee
56. Beers
57. Market
60. One of the 3 Stooges  
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First gold goes to Sweden, 
Koreas in spotlight

Chelsea doesn’t know when 
injured Morata will return

Ponting, Rolton, O’Neill are 
latest Australian Hall of Famers

‘Defensive’ worries as Barcelona 
prepare to meet Getafe

India beat Indonesia in 5x5 basketball

Draw with Aizawl jolts Neroca’s title hopes

Pyeongchang (S. Korea), 
Feb. 10 (AFP): Sweden’s 
Charlotte Kalla claimed 
the first gold of the Py-
eongchang Winter Olym-
pics but the spotlight on 
Saturday was expected to 
fall on the unified Korean 
hockey team.

Kalla won the women’s 
skiathlon cross country 
race ahead of Norway’s 
Marit Bjoergen, prevent-
ing her from collecting 
an unprecedented third 
straight gold medal in the 
event.

But Bjoergen still be-
came the most decorated 
woman in Winter Olym-
pics history as she claimed 
her 11th medal. Third 
came Finland’s Krista Par-
makoski.

The gold medal was 
one of five on offer on the 
first day of full competi-
tion, in which the unified 
Korean women’s ice hock-
ey team which make their 
debut against Switzerland.

The Korean squad 
have been written off as 
contenders in the Olympic 
women’s tournament.

But they symbolise the 
sense of rapprochement 
between the two Koreas, 
highlighted at Friday’s 
Olympic opening cere-
mony when athletes from 
both sides of the heavily 
fortified border marched 
together into the stadium 
for the opening ceremony.

Barcelona, Feb. 10 (IANS): 
FC Barcelona chief coach 
Ernesto Valverde has to 
overcome a defensive 
problem if he is to end a 
good week for the Catalan 
football giants on a posi-
tive note as they host Ge-
tafe in the La Liga on Sun.

Barcelona kicked 
off the week 
w i t h  a  1 - 1 
draw away to 
Espanyol and 
then defeat-
ed Valencia 
2 - 0  t o  s e a l 
their place in 
their fifth suc-
cessive Cup final, 
reports Xinhua news 
agency.

However, those re-
sults came at a price with 
Samuel Umtiti picking up 
a booking at the week-
end which means he is 
suspended for Sunday’s 
visit of Getafe, while Ge-
rard Pique was injured 
following a bad challenge 
from Espanyol’s Gerard 
Moreno.

Pique pushed him-
self to play in Valencia, 
but had to leave the pitch 
seven minutes from time 
and is unlikely to be fit 
for Sunday, while Tojmas 
Vermaelen has still not 
recovered from a muscle 

injury.
That means Valverde 

has the recently-arrived 
Yerry Mina, who replaced 
Pique on Thursday to 
make his Barcelona de-
but, as his only fit central 
defender and will have to 
improvise with perhaps 

Lucas Digne filling in 
alongside Mina.

Getafe will 
be without the 
injured Markel 

Bergara in mid-
field but Barce-

lona’s makeshift 
defence will have 

to beware of the 
partnership of Jorge 

Molina and Angel Rodri-
guez, who combine well 
in attack.

Angel has eight goals 
this season and his un-
derstanding with Molina 
has been vital to Getafe’ 
s season, although coach 
Pepe Bordalas may opt to 
play an extra man in cen-
tral midfield.

Meanwhile attack-
ing midfielder Phillipe 
Coutinho is in line to start 
after a decisive second 
half display as substitute 
in Valencia with the disap-
pointing Andre Gomez 
likely to make way for the 
Brazilian, who arrived 
from Liverpool in January.

They were watched 
by the North’s ceremo-
nial head of state Kim Yong 
Nam and the sister of the 
North leader Kim Jong 
Un, the first Kim dynasty 
member to venture south 
since the 1950-53 Korean 
War.

The mood of reconcili-
ation strengthened Satur-
day with North Korea’s 
Kim inviting South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in to 
Pyeongchang for a sum-
mit at the earliest oppor-
tunity.

Twelve North Korean 
hockey players have been 
drafted in to the South 
Korean squad to form the 
unified team but they are 
not expected to progress 
in the tournament despite 
the vocal support from 
North Korea’s all-female 
band of cheerleaders.
Rank outsiders
The North’s head of state 
Kim will also attend the 
hockey clash between the 
Koreas and Switzerland 
along with the South’s 
President Moon while it 

is unsure whether Kim Yo 
Jong, the powerful sister 
of the North Korean leader, 
will join them.

They are rank outsid-
ers in the tournament for 
which they only qualified 
by virtue of being the host 
nation, and are likely to 
suffer defeat against the 
Swiss. The first gold medal 
of the 2018 Olympics was 
expected to go to Bjoer-
gen, world champion in 
the event, who claimed 
gold in Vancouver in 2010 
and again in Sochi four 

Bengaluru, Feb. 10 (PTI): India defeated 
Indonesia 66-55 to record their first 
victory at the 18th men’s Asian Games 
Invitational Tournament 5x5 Basketball 
Test Event Road to Asian Games 2018 
being held in Jakarta, here on Saturday.

Indonesia gave a tough fight to the 
Indian team until the third quarter 
where India only had a one-point lead.

But India took away the game in the 
final quarter of the game outscoring 

Indonesia 20-10.
India’s veteran point guard Joginder 

Singh led the team with 19 points, 11 
rebounds and 7 assists which included 
five 3 pointers.

Aravind Annadurai (16 points) and 
Satnam Singh (11 points) continued 
their scoring consistency.

Avan Seputra was the highest scorer 
for Indonesia with 13 points. India’s third 
game is against Timor Leste.

Melbourne, Feb. 10 (IANS): Former Aus-
tralia captains Ricky Ponting and Karen 
Rolton, and Norm ONeill, the ex-Test 
batsman, have been named as the latest 
inductees into the Australian Cricket Hall 
of fame. The formal induction will be at 
the 2018 Allan Border Medal Veremony 
here on Monday.

Ponting, the most capped Australian 
Test and One-Day International, is also 
the leading run-scorer for his country 
over both formats. He amassed 13,378 
runs in 168 Tests at an outstanding 51.85 
with 41 centuries, while in ODIs, he 
scored 13,704 runs in 375 outings at 42.03 
with 30 centuries.

He also captained Australia a record 
324 times during his 17-year international 
career across formats, and led them to 
back-to-back ICC Cricket World Cup titles 
in 2003 and 2007.  Ponting is also the only 
player in the world to have taken part in 
more than 100 Test victories. He played 
his final Test against South Africa at the 
WACA ground in Perth in 2012.

“Ricky Ponting is unquestionably one 
of the finest Test and one-day cricketers 
Australia has produced,” Peter King, the 
Australian Cricket Hall of Fame Chair-
man, said in a cricket.com.au statement. 

“An exceptional fieldsman, he has an 
outstanding record as a top-order bats-

man and captain, and was a key figure 
during a highly successful era in Aus-
tralian cricket. That only he and Sachin 
Tendulkar have scored more than 13,000 
runs in both Test and one-day cricket 
speaks volumes of his place in the game’s 
history.”

Inducted into the ICC Hall of fame 
in 2016, Rolton made her international 
debut for Australia Women in 1995 and 
played 14 Test matches scoring 1,002 runs 
at 55.66, including two centuries and five 
half-centuries. She also took 14 wickets 
at 23.35. 

Her unbeaten 209 against England 
at Headingley in 2001 was then a world 
record for the highest individual score in 
a Women’s Test. She was chosen as ICC’s 
inaugural Women’s Player of the Year in 
2006.

O’Neill, who passed away in 2008 aged 
71, played 42 Tests for Australia after mak-
ing his international debut aged just 21.

He scored 2779 runs including six cen-
turies during his seven-year international 
career between 1958 and 1965 -- the high-
light of which was his 181 in the famous 
tied Test against the West Indies in 1960. 
The Australian Cricket Hall of Fame was 
officially opened in 1996 and the induc-
tion of Ponting, Rolton and O’Neill brings 
the total number of inductees to 49.

Imphal, Feb. 10 (IANS): Debu-
tants Neroca FC squandered an 
opportunity to provisionally go 
top of the table as they were held 
to an entertaining 0-0 draw by 
defending champions Aizawl FC 
in an I-League encounter at the 
Khuman Lampak Main Stadium 
here on Saturday.

In front of 20,345 vocifer-
ous spectators, the home team 
were guilty of wasting a flurry of 
chances on either side of half-
time as they had to be content 
with one point which meant 
they remained second in the 
points table with 28 points from 
15 games.

Neroca’s hopes of winning 
the I-League also suffered a jolt 
as they only have three more 
matches to go, including a dif-
ficult away fixture against East 
Bengal.

Surprise league leaders Mi-
nerva Punjab FC have played 

a game less and are one point 
ahead of Neroca. Aizawl, sixth 
in the points table, now have 17 
points from 13 games.

The hosts made three chang-
es from their previous game as 
Dhananjoy Singh, Aryn Glen 
Williams and Pritam Singh 
made way for Govin Singh 
Moirangthem, Nedo Turkovic 
and Yumnam Gopi Singh re-
spectively.

As for the visitors, Japanese 
Yugo Kobayashi’s exclusion was 
surprising and hinted at coach 
Paulo Menezes taking a defen-
sive appoach.

Injured C. Lalrosanga and 
Albert Zohmingmawia also did 
not take part with Lalthathanga 
Khawlhring, David Lalrinmuana 
and Shylo Mamsawmtluanga 
slotted in.

Neroca dominated proceed-
ings in the opening exchanges. 
Their coach Gift Raikhan want-

ed to exploit Aizawl’s weak-
ness at the back with only one 
recognised centre back, Masih 
Saighani, starting for the defend-
ing champions.

Saighani arrived this morn-
ing after getting the Protected 
Area Per-

m i t 

(PAP) 
required for Afghan nationals to 
enter the state of Manipur, on 
Friday evening.

The 31-year old centre back 
showed signs of weariness early 
on, when in the seventh minute, 
Felix Chidi robbed him of the 
ball near the penalty box and set 
up U-22 player Yumnam Gopi 
Singh who failed to get a touch 
on the ball with visiting goal-

keeper Avilash Paul collecting it.
Chidi then found space be-

tween two defenders outside the 
box but his left-footed attempt 
went wide of the target.

Aizawl struggled to string 
together cohesive moves with 
only their Romanian recruit 

Andrei Ionescu doing all the 
spadework.

In the 24th minute, coach 
Raikhan replaced Govin 
Singh with Ashok Singh.

Two minutes later, Saran 
Singh’s free kick for the hosts 
found Nedo Turkovic but the 
Bosnian striker failed to connect.

Aizawl’s best chance of the 
half fell to Leonce Dodoz but the 
Ivorian striker headed wide from 
David Lalrinmuana’s corner.

In the first half added time, 
Neroca should have taken the 
lead but Turkovic inexplicably 
poked wide after Subhash Singh 
did ever so well to cross for the 

Romanian.
At halftime, both teams were 

locked 0-0. In the 54th minute, 
Australian playmaker Aryn Wil-
liams came in for Turkovic.

It took an hour for the next 
good move to take place after the 
break. Chidi took a swipe from 
distance after Aizawl’s makeshift 
defenders failed to clear the ball, 
with the Nigerian’s effort missing 
the target by a whisker.

Seven minutes later, Neroca 
players claimed a penalty when 
Dodoz got his hand to an aerial 
ball inside the box but referee 
Tanmoy Dhar waved play on.

Aizawl tried to catch Neroca 
off guard on the counter in the 
73rd minute and Dodoz put the 
ball in the back of the net but 
was adjudged offside.

Chidi spurned a gilt-edged 
opportunity when Aizawl keeper 
Avilash saved well from a one on 
one situation.

London, Feb. 10 (IANS): English 
Premier League (EPL) club Chelsea 
coach Antonio Conte has said that 
he doesn’t know how much longer 
injured striker Alvaro Morata will be 
sidelined.

The Spaniard, who joined 
Chelsea from Real Madrid last 
summer for a club record 70 
million pounds ($96.53 mil-
lion), has been out for weeks 
with a back injury, reports 
Efe.

“Players like Morata, 
for us, are very impor-
tant and have been miss-
ing for a long period 
of time. I don’t know 
how long he will be 
out,” Conte said dur- i n g 
the press conference o n 
F r i d a y  a h e a d  o f the 
Blues’ EPL match against West 
Bromwich Albion.

“We are struggling a lot to 

find a solution to solve the pain in his 
back. If you ask me whether he needs 
a day, a month or the rest of the sea-
son, I don’t know. For this reason, I’m 
a bit worried. You know very well the 

importance of the player,” the 
coach added.

The absence of Mora-
ta coincides with Michy 
Batshuayi’s move to Borus-
sia Dortmund on loan, a 
decision that Conte down-
played.

“Now the transfer mar-
ket is finished. It’s finished. 

We took a decision. Now I 
think this is not important 
to say ‘we could have done 
this’ or ‘we should have done 
that’,” the Italian manager 
said.

On the last day of the win-
ter transfer window, Chelsea 
signed French striker Olivier 
Giroud from Arsenal.

years later.
But the 37-year-old lost 

out by 7.8sec to Kalla, who 
won in 40min 44.9sec.

Gold medals will also 
be decided Saturday in 
speed skating, short-track 
speed skating, ski jumping 
and biathlon.

In speed skating, the 
racer to watch is Dutch-
woman Ireen Wust, hop-
ing to repeat her victories 
in 2006 and 2014 with a 
win in the women’s 3000m.

Wust could also be-
come only the second 
Dutch athlete to success-
fully defend an Olympic 
title since the legendary 
Sven Kramer’s back-to-
back golds at 5000m in 
2010 and 2014.

Short-track speed 
skating makes its Py-
eongchang debut with 
South Korea’s best hope for 
a haul of gold medals, Choi 
Min-jeong, starting her 
campaign with the 500m 
qualifiers.

In biathlon, in-form 
Anastasia Kuzmina of Slo-
vakia, is tipped to take the 
sprint title for the third 
time following victories at 
the 2010 and 2014 Olym-
pics. In ski jumping, Po-
land’s Kamil Stoch was 
second in men’s normal 
hill qualification and goes 
into Saturday’s final with 
a strong chance of claim-
ing gold, to add to his two 
from Sochi in 2014.



Lajong FC players seen during a prac ce session at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in Coimbatore on Sat. Feb. 10.

To enham’s Harry Kane (second from right) heading in the only goal of the match against Arsenal at the Wembley on Sat. Feb. 10.
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The seven elected players with TFA Coach Akshay Das at the SAI ground in Dimapur on Sat. Feb. 10.

Sri Lanka's players and team officials pose for a group photo while celebrating with the winners 
trophy after winning the test cricket match series after end of the second and final test cricket 
match on the third day against Bangladesh in Dhaka, Bangladesh on Sat. Feb. 10.

AP/PTI

Tottenham's lethal Kane kills off Arsenal again Tata Football Academy 
selection trials held in Dimapur

Chennai City in must-win tie against Shillong LajongRandeep Hooda to train 
Mumbai firefighters in MMA

FIFA announces list of team 
base camps for World Cup

Spinners earn Sri Lanka 1-0 Test series win over Bangladesh

London, Feb. 10 (AFP): 
Harry Kane tormented 
Arsenal again as the Tot-
tenham striker's clinical 
finish sealed a 1-0 win in 
the north London derby 
at Wembley on Saturday.

Kane's header early 
in the second half gave 
Tottenham the victory 
their enterprising display 
deserved as Mauricio Po-
chettino's side climbed 
to third in the Premier 
League.

It was the Tottenham 
striker's seventh goal 
in seven league games 
against the club who re-
jected him as a youngster.

Kane's latest heroics 
also made it sweet revenge 
for Tottenham after they 
were beaten at Arsenal 
earlier this season.

In the first north Lon-
don derby at Wembley for 

25 years, Tottenham ex-
tended their recent mas-
tery over Arsenal, who 
have won only once in the 
last eight league meetings 
with their hated neigh-
bours.

Tottenham are unbeat-
en in their last nine league 
matches and remain in a 
good position to qualify 
for the Champions League 
via a top four finish.

In stark contrast, this 
was another dispiriting 
day for Arsenal in a sea-
son already marred by too 
many painful moments.

Arsenal's first defeat in 
10 visits to Wembley is a 
huge blow to their hopes 
of returning to the Cham-
pions League.

The Gunners, winless 
in 16 Premier away league 
games against the top five, 
fell seven points behind 

Tottenham and are six 
adrift of the top four.

From the start, it was 
clear Tottenham would be 
the aggressors in the latest 
meeting between these 
eternal rivals in front of 
a Premier League record 
crowd of 83,222.

Kane's clever flick sent 
Dele Alli racing clear and 
when he whipped over a 
low cross, Shkodran Mus-
tafi poked an attempted 
clearance towards his own 
goal, forcing Petr Cech to 
plunge to his right to spare 
his team-mate's blushes.

That incisive raid was 
part of a sustained spell of 
early pressure from Tot-
tenham.

Adopting an unusu-
ally cautious approach, 
Arsenal were rendered 
impotent for long periods, 
leaving club record signing 

Pierre-Emerick Aubamey-
ang chasing lost causes.
Potent Tottenham
Kane wasted a golden op-
portunity to open the scor-
ing midway through the 
first half when he headed 
over from Christian Erik-
sen's pin-point cross.

Hector Bellerin made a 
well-timed burst onto Me-
sut Ozil's pass, but despite 
being in acres of spac-
es, the Arsenal defender 
couldn't keep his long-
range effort on target.

It was a miscue in 
keeping with Arsenal's 
fa i lure  to  f ind their 
rhythm as new signings 
Aubameyang and Henrikh 
Mkhitaryan struggled to 
replicate last weekend's 
dazzling displays against 
Everton.

Pochettino's team 
were doing all the pressing 

 Dimapur, Feb. 10 (EMN): 
Tata Football Academy 
(TFA) held an open selec-
tion trial for U-16 boys 
at the SAI ground in Di-
mapur on Sat Feb. 10. 
The trial was conducted 
under the supervision of 
Coach Akshay Das from 
the TFA at Jamshedpur.

The selection trial was 
conducted in coordina-
tion with Temjenkibang, 
a former national player 
who played in national 
league football and with 
various football clubs of 
India; and Coach Daniel 
Rongmei of Forerunner 
FC.

The TFA is a reputed 
academy in the coun-
t r y.  T FA  Su p e r v i s o r 
and Coach Akshay Das 
spoke about holding tri-
als across India looking 

for skilful and talented 
youths.

Das said that play-
ers were tested on their 
performance in match 
situations with different 
factors of speed, techni-
cal skills, attitude, tactical 
awareness, and physical 
ability and how players 
communicate.

Temjen,  a  for mer 
national player also as-
serted that young Naga 
football players can get 
exposure outside Naga-
land if they are selected 
to undergo training at the 
TFA. 'Our young talented 
footballers need proper 
training and proper fa-
cilities where they can 
get opportunity to expose 
their talent under the 
guidance of expert,' he 
said.

Almost 80 footballers 
thronged the venue to at-
tend the trial out of which 
only seven players could 
make it.

The selected players 
will go through the final 
trial round in April at 
Jamshedpur. They will be 
mentored by profession-
als besides being pro-
vided with a platform to 
play for the TFA.

Das said that the ini-
tiative provides an ideal 
ambience for promising 
footballers to develop 
their potential to the full-
est. It was informed that 
the TFA not only pro-
vides intensive training 
programmes but oppor-
tunities for all-round de-
velopment with facilities 
for formal education and 
vocational training too.

Coimbatore, Feb. 10 
(IANS): Fighting to avoid 
relegation, Chennai City 
FC face a must-win situ-
ation when they take on 
Shillong Lajong FC in an 
I-League clash here on 
Sunday.

After a sensational 
2-1 victory over Mohun 
Bagan in their first game 
of 2018, Chennai have 
only obtained five points 
from a possible 21. 

They are currently 
second from bottom in 
the 10-team league lad-
der with 12 points from 
14 matches. The winless 
run of seven games must 
come to an end against 
Lajong and head coach 
Soundararajan is hoping 
to gain three points at 
home for the first time. 

Chennai City have 
won two games so far in 
Hero I-League this season 
and both have come at 
away grounds. 

"The strategy is to win 
the game. Winning is im-
portant for us. We haven't 
yet won yet in Coimbatore 
so it is important to win. 
The fact that we haven't 
won at home is a draw-

Mumbai, Feb. 10 (IANS): 
Actor Randeep Hooda 
will help to train some of 
the Mumbai's firefight-
ers in Mixed Martial Arts 
(MMA). The actor, who is 
also the co-owner of Super 
Fight League (SFL) team 
Haryana Sultans, will be 
lending support to the Fire 
Fighters Welfare Fund of 
Maharashtra. 

He will be also ap-
pointing his team captain, 
Ravindra Balhara, to train 
a set of five firefighters 
for the first ever MMA 
firefighters league, to be 
launched in March here. 
Randeep will also do a 
session. 

"It's a matter of hon-
our to contribute con-
structively to these role 
models who are risking 
their lives for us. This is 
my way of giving back to 
the universe by creating 
more grassroot awareness 
for these heroes. 

"This association will 
be used to promote the 
welfare of the fire services 
personnel and their fami-
lies as well as empower 

them with combat skills 
that highlight discipline 
and focus at its core," Ran-
deep, who was appointed 
as the face of the city's fire 
brigade in 2016, said in a 
statement.

SFL, a Mixed Martial 
Arts tournament, promot-
ed by British businessman 
and sports enthusiast Bill 
Dosanjh and British pro-
fessional boxer Amir Khan 
has seen celebrity support 
from co-owners like Ajay 
Devgn, Randeep, Jacque-
line Fernandez, Arbaaz 
Khan, Salim Suleiman and 
Tiger Shroff. 

Dosanjh, Founder and 
CEO, Super Fight League, 
said:"The Chief Fire Offi-
cer Prabhat Ragandale will 
be attending our league. 
Our partner talent man-
agement company Super 
Stars headed by Avi Mittal 
will be the brand manage-
ment collaborator for first 
ever Fire Fighters Combat 
League being planned and 
this cross integration will 
bring more awareness for 
both, combat sports and 
firefighters in India"

and were finally rewarded 
in the 49th minute.

When Ben Davies 
swung over a dangerous 
cross, Kane who reacted 
quickest, showing more 
desire than Laurent Kosci-
elny as he towered above 
the Arsenal defender to 
guide a fine header past 
Cech.

Kane's 32nd club goal 
of the season -- his eighth 
in his last seven games 
-- shifted the momen-
tum even further toward 
Tottenham and the Eng-
land striker should have 
doubled his team's lead 
when he stooped to head 
wide from Kieran Trip-
pier's cross.

Arsenal had no an-
swer to Kane's muscu-
lar presence and clever 
movement and he forced 
a good save from Cech 
with a stinging drive from 
the edge of the area.

Cech had to be at his 
best again moments later 
to tip over an Eriksen free-
kick curling towards the 
top corner.

T h e  a n o n y m o u s 
Mkhitaryan was hauled 
off after 65 minutes be-
fore Arsenal at last had a 
shot on target when Jack 
Wilshere's long range ef-
fort tested Hugo Lloris.

However, it was Tot-
tenham who remained 
the more potent force and 
Alli clipped a good chance 
wide before Cech saved 
well from Erik Lamela and 
Trippier. Cech had kept 
Arsenal in the game and 
in the final seconds they 
could have snatched an 
undeserved point.

But, extending his 
current miserable form, 
France striker Alexandre 
Lacazette scuffed wide 
with just Lloris to beat.

back. The only problem 
has been scoring goals," 
Soundararajan said on 
Saturday.

The team has been 
struggling to score goals 
and have just one goal 
to their name in the last 
seven games. 

French forward Jean 

Micheal Joachim, who is 
their top scorer with five 
goals to his name, is on a 
dry spell in the attacking 
third and his coach is hop-
ing to get his pre-match 
calculations right in order 
to solve their attacking 
woes. 

"The only problem 

has been scoring goals. 
Last day, we tried a com-
bination of two strikers -- 
Joachim and Aleksander. 
Shillong have been play-
ing in cold weather so the 
climate condition could 
be an advantage for us," 
Soundararajan said.

However,  Shillong 

Lajong coach Alison 
Kharsyntiew had oppos-
ing views on the effect on 
climatic conditions on his 
players. 

"It is not the first time 
for us (in humid condi-
tions). We have played in 
Guwahati, Calicut. I don't 
think the weather is going 

Dhaka, Feb. 10 (IANS): Sri 
Lankan spinners master-
minded a fantastic 215-
run win over Bangladesh 
on the third day of the sec-
ond and final cricket Test 
to seal a 1-0 away series 
win at the Sher-e-Bangla 
National Stadium here on 
Saturday.

Roshen Silva led the 
batting charge to help 
set Bangladesh a 339-run 
target, and with Akila 
Dananjaya and Ranga-
na Herath running riot, 
Bangladesh finished on 
a disappointing 123, the 
innings finishing in just 
29.3 overs.

Herath finished with 
4/49, taking his career tal-
ly to 415 wickets to go past 
Pakistan pace legend Wa-
sim Akram's mark of 414 
to become the most suc-
cessful left-arm bowler in 

the history of the format.  
And Dananjaya, playing 
his first Test, returned the 
best match figures by a 
Sri Lankan on debut with 
8/44, his 5/24 in the sec-
ond innings a masterful 
exhibition of control more 
than anything else.

The day started with 
Sri Lanka on 200/8, al-

ready 312 runs ahead, and 
they added 26 more runs 
before finishing up. 

In their chase, Bangla-
desh lost Tamim Iqbal on 
the first ball of the second 
over for two, trapped in 
front when he missed one 
from Dilruwan Perera that 
didn't turn. He reviewed, 
but to no avail.

Imrul Kayes (17) and 
Mominul Haque (33) did 
a bit for the second wick-
et, adding 46, but Her-
ath ended Kayes' resis-
tance inducing an edge to 
stumper Niroshan Dick-
wella. 

Haque looked good 
while he lasted, at least in 
terms of his attitude, but 

Moscow, Feb. 10 (IANS): Football's world 
governing body FIFA has annoucned the 
list of Team Base Camps (TBCs) for all of 
the 32 participating national teams in the 
2018 FIFA World Cup in Russia, a 
statement said.

"The TBCs will be the 
teams' headquarters dur-
ing the tournament and 
all of them will include a 
hotel and training site located 
a short distance from each 
other," the FIFA said in its 
statement, as reported by 
TASS news agency.

"They will also be approximately an 
hour's drive from an airport capable of 
landing medium-sized aircraft," accord-
ing to the FIFA. 

"A total of 123 visits were made by the 
various team delegations to the proposed 
TBCs during the selection process."

The full list of Team Base Camps for 
all participating national football teams 

in Russia, as well as additional details 
about each TBC, is available on FIFA's 
official website.

After successfully hosting the FIFA 
Confederations Cup matches last 

summer in four Russian cities, 
namely Moscow, St. Peters-
burg, Kazan and Sochi, the 
country is now in full-swing 
preparations to host the 2018 
FIFA World Cup, running 
from June 14 to July 15.

The country selected 11 
host cities to be the venues 

for the matches of the 2018 
World Cup and they are Moscow, St. Pe-
tersburg, Sochi, Kazan, Saransk, Kalinin-
grad, Volgograd, Rostov-on-Don, Nizhny 
Novgorod, Yekaterinburg and Samara.

The matches of the 2018 World Cup 
will be held at 12 stadiums located in the 
11 aforementioned cities across Russia. 
Two of the stadiums are located in the 
Russian capital.

Mushfiqur Rahim (25) 
followed the Kayes tem-
plate in trying to go for 
his shots, attempting two 
reverse sweeps even be-
fore he had opened his 
account.

The two of them sur-
vived till lunch, but it un-
ravelled rather quickly 
for Bangladesh after the 
break. Third over into the 
afternoon session, Herath 
got Haque to edge behind, 
and stumper Liton Das 
(12) followed, popping 
Dananjaya to Kusal Men-
dis at forward short-leg. 

And from 64/2, when 
Haque and Rahim were 
batting, to 102/7, when 
the last recognised bats-
man Sabbir Rahman (1) 
fell, was a matter of 10 
overs, with Herath and 
Dananjaya running the 
show.

to affect us," he asserted.
After a convincing 2-0 

win against Neroca FC, 
Lajong succumbed to 
three consecutive losses 
against Mohun Bagan, 
Minerva Punjab FC and 
Gokulam Kerala FC.  They 
are fifth on the table, three 
places above their oppo-
nents but Kharsyntiew's 
men cannot afford to be 
inconsistent 

"Playing away is al-
ways difficult. We have 
not been consistent so far 
but tomorrow is a differ-
ent match at a different 
venue. We will go all-out 
for three points," the La-
jong coach said.

Guy Eric Dano and 
Laurence Doe scored in a 
2-3 loss to Minerva Pun-
jab in Lajong's last game 
but there were signs of a 
second-half comeback in 
that defeat which will give 
confidence to the team 
when they take on Chen-
nai City. 

"The players have im-
proved but as a team, we 
have not been consistent. 
We want to focus on our 
finishing," Kharsyntiew 
said.


