
Cadres of the NSCN (IM) in parade during their 39th republic day celebrations at their council 
headquarters at Hebron, near Dimapur, on March 21. 
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Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 21 (EMN): 
Nagaland has recorded 1497 
new cases of HIV in just 
a span of 10 months i.e., 
April 2017 to Jan. 2018, the 
Nagaland State AIDS Con-
trol Society (NSACS) has re-
vealed on Wednesday. Data 
released by the NSACS to 
journalists during a media 
programme on HIV and 
AIDS in Kohima indicated 
that out of 75, 227 tests car-
ried out in all the 11 districts 
during stated period, 1497 
tested positive. 

Dimapur tops the dis-
trict-wise breakup with 828 
positive cases while Kohima, 
Tuensang, and Mokokchung 
trail with 254, 123, and 106 
cases, correspondingly.

The report was present-
ed by the deputy director 
NSACS Dr. Vezokholu Theyo 
during the programme.

The officer said that 
the current HIV and AIDS 
prevalence rate for adults  
in the state was  0.76%. This 
is higher than the national 
prevalence rate of 0.25%, ac-
cording to the National AIDS 
Control Organization (Naco) 

bulletin of December 2017, 
Theyo said.

Also, according to the 
state’s Integrated Counsel-
ling and Testing Centres 
(ICTC), the cumulative 
figures since 1999 showed 
that out of 10, 16, 700 blood 
screens (8, 04,460 general 
clients and 2,12,240), 22, 878 
tested positive.

The cumulative sta-
tus of people living with 
HIV and AIDS (PLHIVA) 
on antiretroviral therapy 
(ART) from 2004 was that 16, 
713 registered out of which 
11, 183 started ART while 
1504 died and the rest 7294 
are ‘alive and on ART.’ The 
NSACS data revealed that 
from April 2017-Jan. 2018, 
84 out of 2072 blood sam-
ples screened for children of 
under-14 years of age tested 
positive. The cumulative 
figure of the same age group 
since Oct. 2007 stands at 975 
positive cases (488 males 
and 487 females).

The report stated that 
during stated period, 139 
pregnant women were di-
agnosed out of which 125 
registered at an ART centre 

and 114 initiated on ART. 176 
cases of TB-HIV were also 
detected from the month of 
Apr. to Dec. 2017.

Nonetheless, Dr. Theyo 
said there was stabilisation 
of HIV trends and HIV-re-
lated deaths: they have gone 
down in the state according 
to surveillance data with the 
year 2007 as the baseline. 
She attributed it to interven-
tion programmes, facilities, 
treatment-care and support 
provided to PLHIVA.

The officer informed 
also that there were 71 stan-
dalone ICTCs across the 
state, eight ART centres, six 
link ART centres and five 
care-support centres. 45 
NGOs are working in the HIV 
related field. While saying 
that all the districts would 
be equipped with basic di-
agnostic equipments soon, 
she mentioned that in Jan. 
2018, the Naco had pro-
vided point-of-care (POC) 
diagnostic machines to the 
Naga Hospital in Kohima; 
Jalukie and Phek while one 
CD4 POC machines was 
procured from the Chief 
Secretary’s Welfare Fund 

and installed at the district 
hospital of Dimapur.
New initiatives of  
the NSACS 
Theyo said the programmes 
will include a three-month 
epidemiological investiga-
tion into the drivers of HIV 
and AIDS. It has been sched-
uled to begin in May 2018. 
Another programme is the 
World Health Organization’s 
90:90:90 strategy, an ambi-
tious treatment target to 
help end the AIDS epidemic 
by 2020; 90% of all PLHIVA 
to know their status; 90% of 
all diagnosed with HIV in-
fection to receive sustained 
ART; and 90% of all people 
receiving ART to have viral 
suppression.

In her address,  the 
NSACS joint director (IEC) 
Metevinuo Sakhrie said that 
the purpose for organising 
a seminar with the media 
of the state capital was to 
engage them as full part-
ners in the fight against the 
HIV epidemic. It is to make 
them understand the data 
to disseminate correct in-
formation and spread the 
information to the public, it 

was informed.
Supplementing this, an-

other officer, Ainato Yep-
tho, an assistant director 
at NSACS, expressed con-
cern that the epidemic had 
reached deep into the ‘hid-
den population’ at the grass-
roots. He emphasized the 
need to spread awareness 
about the prevalence of HIV 
in the state by way of dis-
seminating correct and posi-
tive information which he 
said would lead to reducing 
stigma and discrimination. 
Around 25 media persons 
attended the programme.

Dimapur, March 21 (EMN): 
The Against Corruption 
and Unabated Taxation 
(Acaut) has asked the Na-
galand government au-
thorities, the finance es-
tablishment particularly, to 
'dig' deeper  into the recent 
"mess" that allegedly had 
a pensioners' association 
charging pensioners INR 
2000 each.

The Acaut issued  a 
press release on Wednes-
day listing out a number 
of questions the answers 
to which the organisations 
implied must have to be 
answered by the finance 
authorities and the pen-
sioners' association. 

In response to reports 
about the fee being charged 
from pensioners, the or-
ganisation stated to have 
approached the District 
Treasury office in Dimapur 
'twice' to make inquiries. 
They met with the Dimapur 
District Pensioners Asso-
ciation (DDPA) too. Accord-
ing to the DDPA, their or-
ganization was voluntary; 
no one is forced to join and 
it was there simply to assist 

Dimapur, March 21 (EMN): The Naga 
People's Front (NPF) has pointed its 
fingers to what it alluded is conspiracy 
and "false news reports" to implicate 
opposition leader TR Zeliang who is 
reportedly being scrutinised by the 
National Investigation Agency (NIA) 
for a case associated with funding Naga 
underground groups. 

This was issued in statement from 
the 'information & publicity wing' of 
the 'office of the Leader of Opposition' 
on Wednesday.   

According to the NPF, Zeliang was 
summoned to New Delhi by the NIA.  
A letter from the agency was received 
during the intervening period between 
March 12 and the 13th. On March 12, 
Zeliang wrote to the NIA expressing 
inability to "appear at such a short 
notice," also because of the assembly 
session in which he was required to 
attend as leader of the opposition. The 
same day, another letter was received 
by Zeliang via his personal email, and 
Whatsapp seeking his attendance at 
NIA on March 17.  Further, in reference 
to the notice 'for appearance' on March 
17, Zeliang wrote to the NIA on March 
16 expressing "failure to make himself 
available" because of important works 
adding that he would prefer to attend 
after the assembly session. 

"The same was telephonically dis-
cussed with the NIA investigating of-
ficer. Distorting facts does not change 

the story and linking Zeliang to ‘terror 
funding’ by some news reporters but-
tressing their stories with fake inputs 
claiming to have been obtained from 
NIA and government sources is highly 
objectionable and puts journalism eth-
ics to shame," the press release stated. 

Further, the NPF asserted that 
media reports "claiming" to have con-
firmation of documentary evidence 
indicating the involvement of Zeliang 
in the terror funding case "is nothing 
but pure exaggeration and dim-witted 
imagination at its heights."

"News reports appearing in Assam 
and Nagaland media, or anywhere 
else for that matter, linking Zeliang to 
‘terror funding’ are neither confirmed 
by NIA nor by Zeliang or his office but 
were mere copy-paste from reports 
published on hearsay," it stated.

"Zeliang had personally written 
for deferment of the date for his cross 
examination because of the assembly 
session which ends only on 26th March 
and there was no written reply to NIA 
through any advocate at any point of 
time," the NPF stated.

The NIA will never provide such 
false information to any media house or 
reporters, the NPF stated, adding that 
the "recent fake reports in the media 
is nothing but a re-make of allegations 
raised against Zeliang in 2015" when 
he was accused of laundering 78 cr. in 
Singapore and Hong Kong banks. 

Dimapur, March 21 (EMN):  The 
All Nagaland College Students’ 
Union (ANCSU) has announced 
that it shall no longer 'cooperate' 
with the Nagaland government 
and shall stop attending classes 
and academic activities if the 
state fails in crediting their schol-
arships by March 26. 

The ANCSU issued a press 
release on Wednesday expressing 
resentment at the authorities for 
what was implied to be failure 
to address grievances of the 
students.

The state's govt. had assured 
the students' community that 
positive steps would be taken 
to make sure that the scholar-
ship for 2016-17 would be paid 
before Dec. 25 2017. However, 
the state 'miserably failed,' the 
union stated.  

The ANCSU has asked the 
chief minister to intervene im-

mediately 'in regard to the re-
maining Rs 7.71 crore' for 11, 335 
Scheduled Tribe students from 
69 institutions who are yet to 
receive their due. 

"The state government is 
making an amusement of the 
genuine demands and the mem-
orandum put forth by ANCSU 
towards releasing the deserv-
ing student’s scholarships or to 
make alternative arrangements 
to make sure that the beneficiar-
ies receives the scholarship," the 
union remarked. 

Further, the union stated 
that it had sought appointments 
with the chief minister and the 
minister in concern to discuss 
the issue. 

"However no appointment 
has been granted to ANCSU till 
date. The ANCSU is dismayed 
over the matter for turning a 
deaf ear towards the genuine 

cause. The ANCSU is neither 
informed nor witnessed any 
developments taken place on 
the issue. The state govt. should 
stop fooling the students’ com-
munity by making lame excuses 
and by giving fake assurances," 
the students said.

'The ANCSU has lost its pa-
tience and shall no longer co-
operate any further with the 
state govt.  Failing to credit the 
scholarship amount in the re-
spective bank accounts of 11, 
335 deprived beneficiaries by the 
26th March 2018, the ANCSU will 
abstain from attending regular 
classes and shall not allow any 
college to function," the union 
declared. 

"It is also to inform the state 
govt. that ANCSU shall not be 
held responsible if any untoward 
situation arises out of its inter-
vention," it added.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 21 (EMN): Fol-
lowing a week’s recess, the first 
session of the 13th Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly (NLA) will 
continue from Thursday.

The list of business on Thurs-
day include the address by Gov-
ernor PB Acharya which will be 
followed by obituary references 
and the motion of thanks to the 
governor’s address.

The first sitting of the new-

ly mandated 13th NLA com-
menced on March 13 during 
which the new members took 
oath and elected a new speaker. 

Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio 
sought a trust vote on the same 
day and won with 33 out of 59 
members voting in favour of his 
government, the People’s Demo-
cratic Alliance (PDA). The PDA 
has 18 members from the Na-
tionalist Democratic Progressive 
Party, 12 from the Bharatiya Ja-

nata Party, two from the National 
People's Party, one Janata Dal 
(United) and  an independent. 

The Naga People's Front 
(NPF), with 26 elected members, 
has been relegated to the op-
position bench after 15 years in 
power. Former chief minister TR 
Zeliang has been appointed the 
NPF's Legislature Party Leader 
and subsequently recognised as 
the leader of opposition by newly 
elected Speaker Vikho-o Yhoshü. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  2 1 
(EMN):  The Nationalist 
Socialist Council of Nagal-
im (NSCN, Isak-Muivah) 
celebrated its 39th republic 
day on March 21st at its 
council headquarters at 
Hebron near Dimapur.

The address of the or-
ganisation's vice president, 
"retired general" Kholi 
Konyak, was given by the 
convener of the NSCN (IM) 
steering committee RH 
Raising. 

In the address, Konyak 
said that the Indian leaders 
were not able to subdue 
the Nagas with 'bullets' 
and never stopped looking 
for 'weaknesses or vulner-
ability' in them. 

“And so, they have 
changed their strategy 
from military approach to 
that of business oriented 
approach,” the vice presi-
dent stated. Kholi added 
that the “Naga brothers 
could not stand before the 
enemies beguiled quan-
tum of money and tinsel 
positions.” 

The ongoing political 

issue of the Nagas is said 
to be one of the longest 
resistance movements in 
the world. 

“It is a cause of aggres-
sion by India and the Na-
gas are the aggrieved,” 
Konyak stated. It men-
tioned that past leaders 
met with Mahatma Gan-
dhi to solve the problem 
through dialogue. This was 
so because “Nagas trust 
in a democratic principle 
of settlement of dispute 
through mutual consent 
and agreement and that 
they are opposed to impo-
sition of India’s will upon 
them, because imposition 
of one’s will upon the other 
has never solved problems 
anywhere in history; it 
only aggravates them,” it 
stated.  

Also, Kholi Konyak said 
that 'political articulation 
for recognition' was need-
ed and not just “knowing 
or shouting alone.”

Terming the “historic 
framework agreement” as 
the foundation of a new 
relationship between the 
government of India and 

1497 new HIV cases in last 10 months — NSACS NPF clarifies news reports on Zeliang

Illegal fees: Acaut seeks remedy for pensioners 

Scholarships: Ancsu not to cooperate with govt.  

Assembly session to continue today

‘Strategy changed from military to business approach’ – Kholi 

Nagaland HIV and AIDS 
status (Apr. 2017-Jan. 2018)
District Tested +ve
Dmr 17027 828
Kma 11920 254
Tsg 6907 123
Mkg 11729 106
Wka 6120 41
Kpr 2240 41
Prn 3877 35
Zbt 3719 26
Phek 4225 22
Mon 5300 13
Llg 2163 8
Total 75227 1497
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 30° 14°

Agartala 36° 20°

Gangtok 24° 11°

Guwahati 33° 18°

Imphal 30° 12°

Itanagar 29° 16°

Shillong 23° 11°

Delhi 31° 18°

Kolkata 37° 25°

Chennai 36° 26°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 24° 11°
DIMAPUR 31° 16°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 89%
DIMAPUR Nil 92%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

You exist only in  
what you do. 

~ Federico Fellini
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"Hubby, the money you earned 
during election is already over... 

Maybe you should visit him 
once...hehe"
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Cabinet approves 
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Development Scheme  | P4

the NSCN-IM, Kholi said 
it would “dispel” doubts 
and fears which had been 
“bundling up” for many 
years.  “Betrayal to it will be 
an irreparable loss for both 
parties and the long cher-
ished goal is now within 
our grasp,” he concluded.

Several representatives 

from civil organisations 
were also present at the 
function.  The vice presi-
dent of the Eastern Naga-
land People’s Organization 
said in his message that 
money had become the 
“supreme power” in the so-
ciety. “People in Nagaland 
are not supreme—money 

is the supreme power and 
it is a money-oriented so-
ciety,” he asserted. 

While apologising to 
the gathering if any senti-
ment was being hurt, the 
vice president termed the 
society a 'spoilt society' 
where “Nagas have started 
worshipping money.” He 

said this in regard to the 
recently concluded assem-
bly elections during which 
even though the Nagaland 
Baptist Church Council 
had called for 'clean' elec-
tions, votes were still be-
ing bought at an 'all-time 
high.'

“Naga system needs to 
change and people need to 
lift up the right leader for a 
big reconciliation and a big 
revival,” he said.

HK Zhimomi, a repre-
sentative from the Naga 
Hoho said that the NSCN-
IM had achieved a “tre-
mendous deal” in signing 
the "framework agree-
ment." He added that the 
Naga Hoho was steadfastly 
supporting the ongoing 
peace talks hoping for a 
solution. 

Representatives from 
other organisations and 
bodies such as the Naga 
People’s Movement for 
Human Rights, Rengma 
Naga People’s Committee, 
Eastern Naga Student’s 
Association, United Naga 
Council, Naga Student’s 
Federation, and the Tirap 

Changlang Longding Peo-
ples Forum also gave short 
speeches on behalf of their 
organisations. 

Hukavi Yepthomi, "kilo 
kilonser", gave an account 
of the history of the Nagas' 
struggle in their fight for 
freedom and rights of the 
people during the past 
seven decades. Claiming 
that the Indo-Naga issue 
was of political nature, 
Zhimomi said it cannot 
be solved through military 
means. This he said was 
in regard to the about five 
decades of intense conflict 
that caused “human suf-
fering and pain.” 

“The ongoing peace 
process is an opportuni-
ty to put right the unjust 
legacy of colonialism and 
restore the natural rights 
of the Nagas to determine 
their own future,” he said. 
He stressed on the unique-
ness of the Nagas and 
claimed that the reason 
why they never accepted 
the Indian Constitution 
was due to the commu-
nity's “unique history and 
situation." 

pensioners, the press release 
stated. 

"DDPA claimed the pay-
ment of rupees 2000 was purely 
voluntary by its members since 
DDPA had hired a financial 
consultant to tabulate the re-
vised ROP (revision of pay)," the 
Acaut stated. 

"Not entirely satisfied with 
the explanations of the DDPA," 
the anti-corruption group then 
headed for the senior treasury 
officer (STO). The officer was 
stated to have said that the 
Treasury department "did not 
receive the government order 
or the office memorandum 
from the Finance department 
but only got it on 14th march 
2018 after they went to Kohima 
to collect it." 

According to the Acaut's 
statement the STO had said 'It’s 
the duty of the Treasury depart-
ment to tabulate and disburse 
the pension and that the de-
partment nor the government 
had not (sic) authorized the 
DDPA (to) distribute the forms 
which was given by the Finance 
department and that soon the 
Treasury department would be 
tabulating and distributing the 
forms.' 

'The STO further said that 
outside tabulation of financial 
assessment and submission by 
any non-governmental body 
will not be accepted by the de-
partment and the collection of 

INR 2000 by the DDPA is illegal.'
From the meeting with the 

DDPA and STO, the ACAUT said 
to 'sense serious anomalies.' 
The group raised these ques-
tions: If the Treasury depart-
ment had not authorized the 
DDPA to distribute the forms 
'in OM of finance department 
annexure II,' why was it that the 
DDPA was distributing it. 

"Is it not the duty of Treasury 
department to tabulate the ROP 
and disburse the pension, then 
why is it allowing an NGO to do 
it right under its nose and in its 
premises?" the Acaut queried. 

Further, if the Treasury was 
going to issue the forms and 
'redo the whole arduous exer-
cise of tabulation,' who would 
compensate for the 'hours of or-
deal that our seniors have been 
put through, who have to once 
again take the whole trouble of 
going through the nightmarish 
ordeal of standing in the queue 
for hours.' 

Bad money
The Acaut also threw an askance 
at the pensioners' association: 
'If one were to assume that out 
of the approximately 20,000 
pensioners from Dimapur dis-
trict even if  five thousand pen-
sioners paid INR 2000 each 
then it would amount to INR 
one crore.'

Where then, the Acaut 
asked, is the money going and 

why would the DDPA need that 
much money. 

Further, the Acaut asked 
why the DDPA was giving out 
forms to pensioners for INR 10 
per forms when it was supposed 
to be given out for free by the 
Treasury department. 

"Why is it that in other dis-
tricts there is no such collection, 
that the Dimapur district should 
collect is there," it added.  

"The ACAUT Nagaland is 
left with no doubt that this col-
lection of INR 2000 from pen-
sioners is nothing but a scam 
to siphon off money from our 
senior citizens which is simply 
unforgiveable. The ACAUT Na-
galand is also of the opinion that 
if one were to dig deeper into 
the matter there would also be 
many bogus beneficiaries," the 
organisation stated.

The DDPA is asked to imme-
diately refund the INR 2000 that 
was collected from the pension-
ers including the INR 10 for the 
forms 'which it had collected il-
legally,' the press release stated.

To the government: The 
Acaut has appealed to the Fi-
nance commissioner to con-
sider the extraordinary circum-
stance of the ROP coinciding 
with the financial year's end. 

'There more time should 
be given to rectify and redo this 
mess and for pensioners to do it 
with lesser stress,' the anti-graft 
group added. 
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International day of forests celebrated Dakshata launched in Nagaland 

Konyak Union lauds 35 Assam Rifles

Condemnation against murder of March 17

AR apprehend one NSCN(K) cadre

Disaster mgmt. acknowledges assistance

AG notifies on pension and GPF

Medical dealers mourn 
Dr. Temsu’s demise

EduCentre launched in Nagaland

Students take Swachh Bharat pledge

Governor Acharya mourns 
death of Dr. Temsu

Resource persons along with the staffs poses for a lens.

An ongoing programme on Dakshata in Kohima. 

Dr. Samuel Paul, director of Krupanidhi Group of Institutions, Bangalore, Karnataka, 
speaking at the launching of EduCentre in Kohima on March 21.

Awareness on Malaria treatment conducted
The district Health Society (DHS), Tuensang organised two 
days training on vector borne disease for the district block 
Auxiliary Nurse Midwifery (ANM) from March 20th and 
21st at Medical officer conference hall in Tuensang. The 
training equipped 40 nurses of ANM with early diagnose 
and treatment process of malaria, informed DHS. The pre-
test and post-test of malaria was demonstrated on the 
participants. 

Clock tower area strictly vendors’ 
free zone says DMC
The Dimapur Municipal Council (DMC) on Wednesday 
declared clock tower area as an “open-vendor free zone.”  
According to update from DMC, any such activities should be 
stopped immediately. Action will be taken on the violators, 
issued DMC.  

Khiamniungan students to conduct assembly 
The 55th federal assembly of the Khiamniungan Students’ 
Union will be conducted on March 28 at 10:00 am at 
Thonoknyu town.  A note from the union’s assembly on 
Wednesday also invited subordinate units and range unions 
to the event, the note added.  

Contractors to meet 
The Nagaland Govt. Registered Class-1 Contractors’ Union 
has convened an executive meeting of its group scheduled 
for March 27 at 1.00 pm at its office in Kohima. A note 
from the union on Wednesday asked every executive of the 
organisation to attend the meeting.

Army rally registration date extended
The online registration date for the forthcoming army 
recruitment rallies in the state has been extended till April 
1, informed the army recruiting office in Rangapahar on 
Wedesday. It stated that the date for the recruitment had 
extended for the sake of the ongoing HSLC and HSSLC 
examinations. The rally will be held district wise on the 
following dates: Dimapur, Kohima, and Phek on April 12; 
Peren, Zunheboto, Wokha on April 13, and Mon; and 
Mokokchung, Kiphire, Longleng, and Tuensang on April 14, it 
stated. The report further stated that the candidates should 
bring ten coloured passport size photo of the candidate 
and two photocopies of the following documents: online 
registration admit card, class 8 mark sheet and elementary 
certificate; class 10 admit card and mark sheet; class 10 
admit card and mark sheet; PRC, indigenous certificate, ST/
SC certificate, character certificate issued within 6 months 
from the police station/gaon burah, unmarried certificate, 
NCC certificate and sports certificates .

CAKU invites apex bodies to its 
meeting on March 24
The Chakhro Angami Kuda Union (CAKU) will be conducting 
its executive meeting on Sat. March 24 at 10:00 am at the 
office premises at Phevima (Kacharigaon) in Dimapur.  The 
meeting had invited to all the CAKU executives members, 
leaders from different bodies and organisations, colony 
representatives and concern citizens residing under the 
jurisdiction of CAKU. This information was conveyed by the 
CAKU general secretary.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Department of Informa-
tion and Public Relations 

(DIPR). 
Speaking on the sig-

nificance of the forest, 
Tripathi said that For-

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 21.4 13.2 10 54 NIL
ZBT 16.9 9.6 14.9 96 NIL
MON 30 15.2 14.2 90 NIL
TUENSANG 19 11.8 8.5 61 NIL
MKG 24.2 12 6.8 37 NIL
PHEK 24 11.2 21.1 70 NIL
KIPHIRE 28.4 12.04 14.1 79 NIL
SECHÜ ZUBZA 25 14.5 10.3 42 NIL
TSEMINYU 25 15 14.6 64 NIL
JALUKIE 29 16 17.8 100 NIL
MANGKOLEMBA 28.8 19.8 17.7 67 NIL
*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

ests helps in addressing 
many issues such as soil 
erosion, flooding and 
landslides.

While celebrating the 
forests day, Rajkumar, 
assistant conservator of 
forest said that, “though 
the field staffs work with 
limited resources and in 
harsh conditions, there is 
an innate sense of satisfac-
tion and pride in working 
for the cause of humanity.” 
He also applauded the 
efforts of the staff in their 
contribution to improve 
the department. 

The new mantra was 
followed as “Green envi-
ronment and clean envi-
ronment,” added IPR.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  2 1 
(EMN): The directorate 
of Health and Family Wel-
fare on Tue. March 20 
launched Dakshata at the 
directorate conference 
hall in Kohima. 

The programme is an 
initiative of the National 
Health Mission (NHM). 
It aimed to improve the 
quality of maternal and 
newborn care during the 
intra- and immediate 
postpartum period, up-

dated the department of 
Information and Public 
Relations (IPR)

The programme was 
launched by Kevichusa 
Medikhrü, the mission di-
rector of NHM, Nagaland. 
He gave an overview on 
the Dakshata mission. He 
stated that it was initiated 
to reduce the maternal 
and newborn mortality in 
the country. He appealed 
the gathering to take this 
programme seriously, 

informed IPR.  
 Dr.Bendangla, State 

Program Officer, Repro-
ductive and Child Health, 
Nagaland, briefed about 
the implementation. 
She stated that the pro-
gramme will be imple-
mented in four districts 
initially – Mon, Longleng, 
Tuesang and Kiphire. 

T h e  p r o g r a m m e 
launch will be followed 
by 5 days sensitisation, it 
further informed. 

Dimapur, March 21 (EMN): The Kon-
yak Union (KU) on behalf of all the 
Konyak cardamom farmers, has ex-
tented its utmost appreciation to the 
35 Assam Rifles especially the Lieu-
tenant General Shokin Chauhan and 
Director General Assam (DGAR) for 
installing and inaugurating a Carda-
mom Processing plant (CPP) in Mon 
on March 16 and 17.

The press release noted that, with 
the installation of the CPP project 
worth 40 lakh, about 2000 kg of car-

damom could be dried in a cycle of 20 
hours. Also the release stated that the 
project will ensure faster processing 
and easy drying. ‘The project will foster 
economic growth and better livelihood 
for the poor farmers’, it stated.  

The press release also directed the 
concerned committee to supervise 
the CPP judiciously so as to benefit 
the hard working farmers. The union 
declared that the CPP  is the property of 
every farmer and has appealed to all its 
citizens to safeguard the plant. 

Dimapur, March 21 (EMN): One suspect-
ed cadre of NSCN(K) was apprehended by 
the personnel of  Chieswema Battalion 
Assam Rifles at New Secretariat in Ko-
hima  on March 20. 

A press release from 9th Assam Rifles 
establishment stated based on specific in-
telligence about the  presence of NSCN(K) 
cadres, an operation along with a police 
representative was launched.

It stated that during the operation 
one “district secretary of NSCN(K) who 

was identified as Mhasibeituo Moses 
Yhome, was apprehended. The release 
alleged that the individual had revealed 
his involvement in collection of illegal 
taxes from local public in Kohima Town. 
It stated that 42 copies of  extortion slips, 
a cash of INR 35,910 and one laptop was 
recovered from Yhome.

The individual along with recovered 
items was later handed over to North 
Police Station, Kohima for further inves-
tigation, the release informed.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  2 1 
(EMN): The Nagaland 
State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NSD-
MA) expressed gratitude 
to all stake holders who 
rendered tireless  com-
m i t m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e 
search operation on the 
night of March 18 at Dzu-
kou Valley. The authority 
stated that it was due to 

the selfless and dedi-
cated personnel that the 
stranded tourist trekkers 
had been brought back 
home safely.

The press release from 
NSDMA also informed  
all the tourist trekkers 
to remember getting the 
help of local guide while 
trekking in the Naga Hill 
terrains. The release stat-

ed that ‘this will enable 
trekkers  in the right di-
rection safely’. Also the 
authority had asked  the 
trekkers to take along ‘life 
safety kits’ with them.

The press release fur-
ther informed  trekkers  to 
call the  NSDMA toll free 
helpline number 1070 in 
case of any emergency  
for immediate relief.

Dimapur, March 21 (EMN): 
The governor of Nagaland 
PB Acharya has expressed 
sadness at  the demise of Dr 
Temsu Changkiri on March 
20 in Dimapur. 

The condolence message 
from the Raj Bhavan stated 
that Dr Temsu was one of 
the pioneers in the medi-
cal profession in Nagaland 
and was well known for his 

compassion to the poor. 
‘His demise is a great loss to 
the people of Nagaland in 
general and his community 
in particular’, the governor 
added.

Acharya conveyed his 
heartfelt condolences to all 
the family members and 
prayed to the Almighty to 
grant them  solace during 
this period of grief.

Dimapur, March 21 (EMN): 
The Accountant General (AG) 
office in Kohima on Monday 
informed all the retired state 
government officers on pen-
sion and General Provident 
Fund (GPF) that that the final 
payment cases settled for Jan-
uary and February have been 
uploaded on the AG Nagaland 
website

According to update from 
department of Information 
and Public Relations (IPR), the 

pensioners can log on to www.
agnagaland.gov in by clicking 
‘felicitation.’ 

The list of pensioners has 
been displayed and can be 
viewed on any working days 
except on Wednesday.

Aggrieved pensioners hav-
ing genuine complaints with 
entitlement benefits are re-
quested to write directly to 
the Deputy Accountant Gen-
eral via e-mail at or through a 
handwritten letter, added IPR.

Dimapur, March 21 (EMN): The Kuki 
Inpi Nagaland (KIN) condemed the ‘in-
humane murder’ of Lunkholal Singson, 
an employee of state’s Veterinary and 
Animal Husbandry department who was 
abducted on the night of March 17 near 
Mukhami while he was returning home 
from a night super bus. 

A press release by the media cell of 
KIN stated that, ‘No word is enough to 
condemn such beastly act of barbarism. 
No men with human heart will ever think 
of committing such act even to animals.’

‘It is our demand that the murderer 
should be given befitting punishment as 
per the law of the land and no right think-
ing citizens should ever think of bailing 
out the murderer. If done so, it will only 
encourage such crimes,’ it implied. 

Since the life of the ‘bread earner of 
the family’ had been ‘snatched away’, the 
KIN also besought to the Government of 
Nagaland to proffer a job to the widow of 
the deceased so that she can support her 
children. The KIN also appealed that ‘the 
monthly salary of be given to the family, 
until the time of his retirement date as per 
his appointment records.’

Adding to their statement, the KIN 
expressed their sincere gratitude to the 
leaders of Western Sumi Hoho, Sumi 
Hoho, VK Area Gaon Burah’s Associa-
tion, police department, administration, 
NGOs and people of VK area who took all 
possible steps to trace the deceased and 
the assailants.

‘In this moment of grief and pain, 
we share the same pain and grief with 
the bereaved family in solidarity. It is our 
humble prayer to the Almighty God to 
comfort and give solace to the bereaved 
family,’ it stated.
Medziphema Town Youth Organisation 

The Medziphema Town Youth Organi-
sation (MTYO) ‘vehemently’ condemned 
the ‘cowardly and despicable act of tor-
ture’ leading to the ‘vicious murder’ of 
Lunkholal Singson from Sirhima Village 
by some ‘crooked miscreants’.

According to the press release by the 
MTYO, it stated that ‘the perpetrators 
who deserve the severest of punishment 
as such heinous crimes are totally against 
the societal norms of life’.

MTYO has further stated its concern 
that the culprits must be apprehended 
under any circumstance and justice be 
meted out accordingly without any leni-
ency and assured cooperation towards 
bringing about an end to ‘such evil deeds 
in the society’.

 “We pray that our gracious Lord grant 
solace to the bereaved family through 
their time of grief,” it stated.
Medziphema Town Mechü Krotho 

The Medziphema Town Mechü Krot-
ho (MTMK) expressed their ‘utmost 
resentment’ at the ‘barbaric and cold-
blooded murder’ of Lunkholal Singson. A 
press release from the MTMK informed.

According to the release it stated that 
‘the dastardly act of the offenders must be 
denounced by everyone and at the same 
time, law enforcers are requested to arrest 
all the culprits at the earliest.’

The MTMK also stated that the society 
should not give chance to those ‘treacher-
ous’ gangsters who are liable to ‘sow more 
seeds of anger’ and ‘hatred’ among peo-
ple but instead, ‘unite and fight against all 
evils prevalent today’.

While MTMK is committed to main-
tain peace and tranquillity, it also assures 
to cooperate in matters wherever neces-
sary in order to root out the bad from the 
society. The organisation further con-
veyed their heartfelt condolences to the 
family while praying that the ‘Almighty 
Father’ grants ‘peace and comfort’ to the 
near and dear ones during their hours of 
sorrow.
Central Nagaland Tribes Council

 The Central Nagaland Tribes Council 
(CNTC) has ‘vehemently’ condemned 
the murder of Lunkholal Singson ( Alal 
Singson). An update from the media cell 
of CNTC informed.

The CNTC demanded the ‘strongest 
action’ be taken on the ‘perpetrators’ and 
that, ‘such barbaric act has no place in a 
civilized society and that these criminals 
should be taught a befitting lesson which 
will act as deterrent for others in future.’ 

The CNTC had also expressed its 
deepest condolences to Lunkholal’s wife 
and his daughter and prayed that the 
‘Almighty God grant them courage in this 
great hour of distress and pain’.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  2 1 
(EMN): The Wildlife Wing 
from the department of 
Environment Forests and 
Climate Change celebrat-
ed the International Day 
of Forests on March 21 in 
Dimapur.

While addressing the 
gathering, Satya Prakash 
Tripathi, Principal Chief 
Conservator of Forest 
mentioned that the day 
is commemorated to cel-
ebrate the importance 
of all types of greener-
ies around. It is forests 
that provides ‘clean air’ 
and ‘fresh-water’ creating 
an ‘ecological balance,’ 
said Tripathi. The update 
was conveyed from the 

Dimapur, March 21 (EMN): The Nagaland Medicine Deal-
ers Association (NMDA) expressed shock  over the sudden 
demise of a  renowned and respected surgeon Dr Temsu at 
Eden Medical Centre in Dimapur on Tuesday.

The press release issued by the association’s General Sec-
retary Ashok Singhal described that Temsu was a hard work-
ing doctor who dedicated his service for the needy public of 
Nagaland.

The NMDA expressed condolences to the bereaved family 
of late Temsu and prayed to God to give them strength to bear 
this moment of grief, the release stated.

“The association prayed to the Almighty God for the de-
parted soul to rest in peace.”

Dimapur, March 21 (EMN): Edu-
Centre, an educational and stu-
dent assistance consultancy was 
inaugurated at Old NST, Kohima, 
near IDBI Bank on March 21 
by Dr. Samuel Paul, director of 
Krupanidhi Group of Institutions, 
Bangalore, Karnataka, and Lezo 
Putsure, founder of Smarter Na-
galand. 

EduCentre was launched 
keeping in mind the constraints 
of further education for students 
and hoped to expand their op-
portunities not only in reputed 
institutions across India but also 
abroad.

EduCentre’s main ideology is 
to help students get the best edu-
cation at renowned institutions 

with the least of expenses. 
Speaking at the inaugural pro-

gramme, Dr. Paul announced that 
EduCentre would be conducting a 
scholarship test in collaboration 
with Krupanidhi Group of Institu-
tions on April 14 for students keen 
on applying to BA, BCOM, BBA 
and BCA courses, where they can 
avail fees concession of up to 50% 
on merit basis. 

He also announced that 
Krupanidhi Group of Institutions 
would also be the main partners 
for the ‘Nagaland Educational 
Fair Nagaland 2018” in partner-
ship with EduCentre and Youth-
Net scheduled on May 4 and 5 
in Dimapur and on May 7 and 8 
in Kohima. Stating that the best 
institutions from across India 
would be participating, he hoped 
that students would make the best 
use of the opportunity by their 
participation.

Dimapur, March 21 (EMN): Teachers and students of 
Dimapur Commerce College have pledged to spend 100 
hours every year or two hours every week towards main-
taining cleanliness in their surroundings. They have also 
vowed not to litter or allow anyone to litter.

The students and teaching faculty took the pledge 
during a mass cleanliness drive in the college campus 
and the Dimapur Civil Hospital as part of the two-
day Swacch Bharat programme with the BJP national 
convenor of Swacch Bharat and director of Tribal Co-
operative Marketing Development Federation Limited 
(TRIFED), Government of India, Yashwant Singh Darbar 
which culminated on March 20.

Starting from the individual, their family, locality, 
village and workplace, the students have pledged to 
take the message of cleanliness from village to village 
and street to street.

They have also pledged to get 100 more people to 
take the pledge and motivate them to spend 100 hours 
in a year towards maintaining cleanliness.

The party has thanked the teaching faculty par-
ticularly the college vice principal, Prof. AK Singh and 
the students for the initiative and cooperation towards 
realising the Swachh Bharat goals and spreading the 
message of cleanliness among the young generation for 
a better and healthier future.

Following the mass cleanliness drive, an interactive 
session was held with state BJP workers, government de-
partments and NGOs at Tourist Lodge, Dimapur, chaired 
by the party general secretary Lima Onen. National 
convenor of social media Miss Veronica TK Savanai had 
highlighted on the Swachh mission and programmes. 

Vinizo Tsurho, state president of ST Morcha, has 
encouraged the party workers to be determined to 
realise the Swachh goals to better our surroundings. 
Representatives of NGO expressed their opinion on the 
cleanliness efforts with fruitful references to the scien-
tific efforts in foreign countries and offered suggestions 
to better the environment.

Meanwhile, Yashwant Singh Darbar has expressed 

happiness on the efforts undertaken in the state both 
within the party as well as through the brand ambas-
sadors of the state appointed by the governor. He said 
continuous effort to improve the surroundings is a must 
if we are to move ahead with the times in terms of health, 
wealth and spiritually. He encouraged all to keep up the 
efforts and assured a major Swachh Bharat programme 
in the coming months.

Jaangsillung Gonmei, state BJP general secretary, 
thanked the gathering for their presence in making the 
programme a success. He added that the two-day event 
was the first joint efforts of the state party, government 
departments and NGOs. He looked forward to an even 
more cooperative effort with the support of the people 
to better the environment in the days to come.

The party thanked the PHE minister Jacob Zhimomi 
and legislator H Tovihoto Ayemi for their financial sup-
port in setting up the party’s new Swachh Bharat office 
at NST Colony, near Clock Tower, Dimapur, which was 
inaugurated by Yashwant Singh on March 19.
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Resource persons and special invitees along with the participants pose for a group photo after the one-day 
capacity building training for government employees on e-waste management in Kohima on March 21.

NSCN/GPRN (R) vice president Akato Chophy speaking at the Naga Republic Day celebration on 
March 21.

Students of GMS Aradura and other officials during the ‘Ring the Bell’ campaign in 
Kohima on March 21.

NTC welcomes peace overture

NSCN (R) celebrates Naga R-Day

NPF supremo asks 
party men to stand firm

Government employees trained on e-waste management 

‘Ring the bell’ campaign motivates children to come to school 

NSCN (IM) denies news report

NSF meets CM; submits list of demands 
STATE

The Nagaland College 
Principals’ Forum take this 
opportunity to extend our 
heartiest congratulations to 
Shri. Temjen Imna Along 
for being elected to the 13th 
Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
and becoming the Minister of 
Higher and Technical Education 
of Nagaland.

We wish you the best and 
hope that under your dynamic 
leadership Higher Education in 

Nagaland will be taken to greater heights.

(DR. LILY SEMA) (DR. SANJAY CHHABRA)
Gen Secy, NCPF President, NCPF

Congratulations
NAGALAND COLLEGE PRINCIPAL'S FORUM

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Through this column, I, Temjen Imna Along take this gracious opportunity to thank 
Almighty God for his unceasing blessing bestowed upon me. 

I personally would like to convey my sincere gratitude to all my supporters of 30th 
Alongtaki Mandal, Mahila, Youth Wing, Mokokchung District BJP office, State BJP officials, 
Minority Wing all rank and files of BJP and well wishers who have not only contributed 
their love, prayers, materials and moral support but also volunteered and sacrifice 
towards the victory during the recent 13th State General Assembly election.

I also express my sincere appreciation and thanks to Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri. 
Neiphiu Rio for allotting Cabinet berth with the portfolio of Higher & Technical Education.

I assure to work hard with dedication and give my best in shouldering my responsibility 
entrusted upon me to bring a positive change through People’s Democratic Alliance 
(PDA) Government.

Temjen Imna Along
Minister

 Higher & Technical EducationD-5156 
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Dimapur, March 21 (EMN): Nagaland 
Tribes Council (NTC) on Wednesday 
welcomed the recent statement by the 
NSCN  that the outfit was ‘not averse to 
peace’ which was published in the local 
newspapers and appealed to the govern-
ment to bring all the political groups to the 
negotiating table. 

“The NTC welcomes such magnanim-
ity and once again appeals to the GOI 
to restore ceasefire and initiate political 
negotiation with NSCN so as to eventually 
bring all NNPGs to negotiating table for 
an inclusive talk,” stated a prelease from 
the council.

The NTC stated that it was a ‘positive 

gesture’ and a timely response by the group 
to the call of the people. It also reminded 
that although the Nagas had suffered a lot 
from political turmoil, it stated that the 
Nagas now deserve to live in peace. 

“As much as the Nagas had suffered 
from political turmoil out of political 
movement for years together, that much 
the Nagas deserve to live in peace,” it 
stated.  

“At present although one ceasefire is in 
place for the for the last two decades, the 
Nagas remain ‘wanting for peace’ as there 
is no real peace in the prevailing situation 
because all the Naga political groups are 
not in ceasefire with GOI,” it added.

Dimapur, March 21 (EMN): President of the Naga Peo-
ple’s Front (NPF), Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu has called 
upon the party rank and file and the candidates, who lost 
the recently concluded general elections, to stand firm 
with the party and urged for better understanding and 
cooperation while at the same time to strive more for the 
betterment of the party.

Addressing a consultative meeting of the NPF candi-
dates, who lost the February 27 battle at the NPF Central 
office on March 21, Dr. Shürhozelie pointed out that they 
should be committed to “their supporters who gave their 
best for them during the electoral battle” recently and 
called for their re-affirmation towards the party.

“Even though we failed to reach the magic figure (31), 
the Naga people are with us,” Dr. Shürhozelie said adding 
that it is an opportunity for the party to be more serious 
and have more trust in each other. The NPF president also 
did not rule out the party failure to come back to power 
due to “complacency on the part of party functionaries 
and anti-incumbency” factors.

A press release issued by NPF Press Bureau has quoted 
Dr. Shürhozelie as stating that the previous 12th NLA 
faced one of the most crises in which the “developmental 
works were neglected and the crises were created by the 
elected members of the party themselves.” However, he 
stated that “most of those leaders who created havoc in 
the last Assembly are now in the new PDA government.”

He also recalled how NPF as far back as 1977 joined 
the Janata Party alliance, which was the conglomeration 
of all non-Congress political parties of the country.

“BJP also joined the Janata alliance during early 80’s 
and thus, in Nagaland the NPF also made an alliance 
with the BJP in 2003 and fought the elections successfully 
then,” he added.

However, Dr. Shürhozelie maintained that “the BJP 
after coming to power in Delhi has become more aggres-
sive and their approach has changed drastically.”

The NPF President also reminded the gathering that 
due to the BJP’s “dictatorial and arrogant policies many of 
the NDA alliance at the Centre are walking away from it.”

During the meeting, after several NPF candidates who 
lost in the elections took turn and narrated their experi-
ences, the party president assured them that their failures 
would be discussed at the highest level of the party.

The programme was chaired by KG Kenye, NPF sec-
retary general and MP Rajya Sabha, while the invocation 
prayer was said by Dr. Kevingulie Khro. The welcome ad-
dress was delivered by Tsumongo Ovung, vice president, 
and the vote of thanks was tendered by Pusazo Luruo, 
vice president.

Dimapur, March 21 (EMN): To 
motivate all children to come to 
school, ‘Ring the Bell’ campaign 
was organised by RAISE-NE and 
Cherry Blossoms School, Kohima, 
at GMS Aradura on March with 
the slogan ‘All children are wel-
come to school including children 
with a disability.’ 

The campaign was initiated 
to raise awareness for inclusive 
education in the northeast. In 
‘Ring the Bell,’ the school children 
will make lots of noise together 
for one minute in their schoolyard 
with bells and other instruments 
etc. ‘Loud’ message is directed to 
all who can hear especially the 
politicians and policy makers to 
take action in promoting inclusive 
education and also to raise aware-
ness among all.

RAISE North East is a project 
started in the year 2016 to com-
plement the flagship programme 
of Sarva Siskha Abhiyan (SSA). 
RAISE-NE has 15 partners in the 
North-East in five states of Assam, 
Meghalaya, Tripura, Nagaland and 
Manipur, who will work directly 
with the SSA of the respective 
five states. It aims to make 75 SSA 
school completely inclusive by 
2020. 
Aims of ‘Ring the Bell’
•  Sensitise the community on the 

enrolment of children with dis-
ability. 

•  Send a ‘loud’ message to politi-
cians and other influential peo-
ple to really take action to give 

Directorate of School 
Education, Employment 
and Skill Development, 
State College of Teach-
er’s Education, Kohima , 
Government Polytechnic 
Kohima, Directorate of 
Health and Family Wel-
fare, Directorate of Fish-
eries, Employment and 

Skill Development, 4th 
NAP – COY, Kohima, State 
Council of Education Re-
search and Training, and 
others attended the train-
ing.

The training pro-
gramme dwelled on e-
waste management Rules 
2016, which has come 

into effect on October 1, 
2016. The new e-waste 
rule will bring the pro-
ducer under Extended 
Producer Responsibility 
(EPR). Further, the state 
government is required 
to create awareness and 
ensure safety, health and 
skill development of its 

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  2 1 
(EMN): NSCN/ GPRN 
(Reformation) has cele-
brated the Naga Republic 
Day on March 21 with its 
vice president Akato Cho-
phy as the chief guest.  

On the occasion of 
Naga Republic Day, Cho-
phy exhorted the gather-
ing and read out greet-

ings from the NSCN/
GPRN (R) president Y 
Wangtin Naga.

NSCN (R) press re-
lease issued by its MIP 
stated that kilonser of law 
and justice and member 
of Ceasefire Supervisory 
Board (CFSB), Viniho 
Kiho, also spoke on the 
occasion. 

The programme was 
presided over by joint 
secretary attached to 
the collective leader-
ship, Amento Chophy, 
while the invocation was 
pronounced by kilonser 
Aching and the benedic-
tion prayer was said by 
kilonser Toshi Imchen, it 
added.

Dimapur, March 21 (EMN): NSCN (IM) 
has denied news report in the Hindustan 
Times published on March 17, wherein 
it has alleged that an unidentified indi-
vidual arrested at Delhi Airport with a 
converter was a Naga national worker 
from the organisation. It has termed the 
report as fallacious ‘devoid of any iota of 
truth.’ 

Stating that such malicious accusa-
tion of the Indian authority particularly 
the NIA and the custom officials at Delhi 

airport was a desperate attempt to tarnish 
the image of the NSCN and gain publicity 
which is nothing but a cheap stunt, the 
NSCN (IM) through its MIP has advised 
those Indian agencies to do thorough in-
vestigation before branding any suspect 
as NSCN member. 

The NSCN (IM) has dared the Indian 
authorities to come out with the details 
of the arrested individual to serve better 
understanding for the present as well as 
for the near future. 

Dimapur, March 21 (EMN): Naga Students’ 
Federation (NSF) wasted no time to meet 
the newly appointed chief minister Neiphiu 
Rio and submitted a representation with a 
plethora of demands mostly ‘pending issues’ 
from the previous government on Wednesday.

As press release from the federation ap-
pended by  president Kesosul Christopher Ltu 
and the general secretary Imtiyapang Imsong 
stated that the list of issues were pending or yet 
to be taken up by the government, although 
‘several letters and representations’ have been 
served earlier. 

The federation highlighted that free school 
uniforms and text books were not  distributed 
on time to the students in the government 
schools. It appealed to the chief minister to 
intervene so that the students can avail these 
benefits at the earliest. 

NSF also urged the chief minister to expe-
dite the current investigation  process under-
taken by the State Vigilance Commission  into 
various irregularities pertaining to Mid Day 
Meal scheme in the government schools in the 
state. It highlighted that mid-day meals were 
not served even once in some schools in the 
previous academic sessions. It concludedthat 
the money meant for the scheme was being 
misappropriated. 

The federation also expressed concern on 
the selection of non-indigenous candidates for 
the post of graduate teachers for science and 
mathematics subjects in a recently conducted 
test. It appealed to the chief minister to nul-

lify the earlier declaration of the selection and 
instead select the indigenous inhabitant can-
didates who were in the waiting list. 

The federation pointed out that the results 
declared on ‘22-2-2018’ however  appeared 
that the selected candidates were ‘against 
the aspiration and voice of the student com-
munity’. 

On the issue of the post-matriculation 
scholarships, it reminded the chief minister 
that although the government gave an as-
surance to disburse the stipends through 
the ‘Chief Secretary Office on 7thDecember’, 
around 12,000 students’ are yet to receive the 
stipends for the 2016-2017.

The federation also reminded the chief 
minister to make changes in the current Inner 
Line Permit system existing in the state. 

“The influx of non-locals and illegal im-
migrants into the state and the lack of strin-
gent implementation of the Bengal Eastern 
Frontier Regulation (BERF) Act of 1873 and 
the provisions of BERF Act 1873 being too old 
and many of its provisions of the Act becom-
ing irrelevant in our present context, the NSF 
through its Representation Ref No. NSF-CS/
Memo-1/17-19 wrote to the Chief Secretary 
on the 4-10-2017 but the Federation is yet to 
receive any response,” it stated. 

 The NSF also apprised that the introduc-
tion of Aadhaar/UID number as an ‘imposi-
tion’ and is a ‘big threat to Naga customary law 
and identity’. 

“It is nothing but a direct challenge of 

privacy threatening even the idea of Nagas 
right to self-determination. Imposing of such 
drastic nationalising policy upon the Nagas 
pending the final Indo-Naga solution is thus 
inimical to the process of Indo-Naga Peace 
Dialogue”, it further stated.  

The federation stated that Nagaland state 
with special provisions in the Constitution 
of India vide Article 371(A) provides the NLA 
with special powers whether to extent any Act 
of Parliament to the state. So it is the ‘bounden 
duty’ of the Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
to ‘defend, protect, uphold and advance the 
sanctity of this special status conferred by the 
Constitution of India and all the more so as the 
right to self-determination is the inalienable 
right of the Nagas’.

The federation also claimed that the en-
forcement of Aadhaar is ‘aggressively being 
pursued only in some selected states of North-
east’  for reasons best known to the Govern-
ment of India. 

On the issue of irregular or ‘backdoor’ 
appointments the federation appealed to 
the chief minister to initiate inquiry in those 
departments that were violating the Office 
Memorandum of June 6, 2016 that had banned 
‘all forms of appointment’ in the state.

Not to be left alone on the issue of the road 
condition in the state the federation appreci-
ated the government for the decision to repair 
and renovate the existing roads. At the same 
time it appealed to the chief minister for strict 
supervision to  ensure ‘quality workmanship.

employees on hazards, 
management and dis-
posal of e-waste.

NIELIT, Kolkata, suc-
c e s s f u l l y  c o n d u c t e d 
trainings in 10 states and 
Union Territories with the 
mandate of MeitY, GOI.

‘ E - w a s t e’  m e a n s 
electrical and electronic 
equipment, whole or in 
part discarded as waste 
by the consumers. ‘E-

wastes’ are considered 
dangerous as certain 
components of some 
electronic products con-
tain materials that are 
hazardous depending 
on their condition and 
density. Management of 
electronics, which are 
destined for reuse, re-
sale, salvage, collection, 
recycling, or disposal, are 
e-waste management. 

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  2 1 
(EMN): A one-day capac-
ity building training for 
government employees 
on e-waste management 
was held at the State 
Council of Educational 
Research and Training 
(SCERT ), Kohima, on 
March 21. The training 
programme was organ-
ised by the National In-
stitute of Electronics and 
Information Technol-
ogy (NIELIT), Kolkata, 
an autonomous scien-
tific society under MeitY, 
Government of India and 
funded by Ministry of 
Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology (MeitY), 
Government of India. 

The trainers were Er. 
Kopelo Letou and Angu 
Bahadur Khadka, IT & 
e-waste trainer, NIELIT, 
Kolkata. More than 100 
participants from vari-
ous government depart-
ments such as Industries 
and Commerce, Youth 
Resource and Sports, 
Government Higher Sec-
ondary School, Kohima, 

children with a disability access 
to education while the media 
will also cover the campaign.

•  Create awareness among teach-
ers to provide equal opportuni-
ties for children with disabilities 
to participate in class room 
activities and ensure that these 
children get adequate learning 
materials.

• Make the authorities of the 
school initiate the access audits 
for all children including chil-
dren with disabilities as well as 
create awareness to teachers to 
actively participate in training 
programmes and workshops 
organised by government and 
development organisations on 
inclusive education.

•  To ensure that the govern-
ment officials shall promote 
local monitoring committees 

and school management com-
mittees to promote quality 
education and to oversee timely 
supply of  teaching learning 
materials and assistive devices 
to children with disabilities.

•  Increase enrolment and reten-
tion of children with disabilities 
in mainstream schools.

•  Gain community and parents 
commitment to ensure inclu-
sive education.

•  Ensure children with disabilities 
in schools are learning with 
their peers.

•  Make the school accessible 
(Child with disability should be 
able to access every part of the 
school) and child friendly.

•  Ensure dropout children 
with disabilities in the regular 
schools due to lack of accessi-
ble toilets ramps child-friendly 

classrooms.
•  Create awareness on inclu-

sive education created among 
school authorities, teachers, 
students and the communities.

•  The school authorities shall 
involve parents of children 
with disabilities in the school 
management committees and 
promote accessibility for the 
children with disability.

•  The school management com-
mittee will ensure that counsel-
ling and guidance programme 
for teachers and parents to 
build positive attitudes towards 
children with disabilities is 
timely monitored.

Headmistress of Cherry Blos-
soms School, Purnima Kayina, 
gave an insight about the ‘Ring the 
Bell’ campaign, while Ms. Visien-
uo, key teacher under RAISE-NE, 
enlightened on ‘inclusive educa-
tion.’

Then the disability commis-
sioner of Nagaland, Dr. Atha Vizol, 
spoke on recognising children 
with disability in  the society and 
encourage them for their right 
to education. Vizol also present-
ed statistics on funds being re-
ceived by Persons with Disabilities 
(PwD). 

Headmaster of GMS Aradura, 
Ganga Thapa, VEC chairman 
Khrieketoulie, teachers and stu-
dents of GMS Aradura and Cherry 
Blossoms School along with two 
SSA teachers were present on the 
occasion.
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New Delhi, March 21 (IANS): 
The Union Cabinet, chaired 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, on Wednesday has ap-
proved the North East Indus-
trial Development Scheme 
(NEIDS), 2017 with financial 
outlay of Rs 3,000 crore up to 
March 2020, an official state-
ment said.

It said government will 
provide necessary alloca-
tions for remaining period 
of scheme after assessment 

before March 2020. 
The NEIDS is a combina-

tion of the incentives covered 
under the earlier two schemes 
with a much larger outlay.

“In order to promote em-
ployment in the Northeast 
states, government is incen-
tivising primarily the MSME 
sector through this scheme. 
Government is also providing 
specific incentive through the 
scheme to generate employ-
ment,” said the statement.

“All eligible industrial 
units, which are getting ben-
efits of one or more compo-
nents of other schemes of 
the Government of India, will 
also be considered for benefits 
of other components of this 
scheme,” it added.

Under the Scheme, new 
industrial units set up in the 
northeastern states includ-
ing Sikkim will be provided 
incentives like Central Capital 
Investment Incentive for Ac-

cess to Credit, amounting to 
30 per cent of the investment 
in plant and machinery with 
an upper limit of Rs 5 crore 
on the incentive amount per 
unit, and Central Interest In-
centive amounting to 3 per 
cent on working capital credit 
advanced by eligible banks/
financial institutions for first 5 
years from the date of produc-
tion’s commencement.

There will also be Central 
Comprehensive Insurance 

Incentive, for full reimburse-
ment of insurance premium 
on insurance of building and 
plant and machinery for five 
years from commencement 
of production, Goods and 
Service Tax (GST) Reimburse-
ment to the extent of Central 
government share of CGST 
and IGST for five years from 
the same date, Income-Tax 
(IT) Reimbursement of Cen-
tre’s share of tax for first five 
years, Transport Incentive 

(TI) of 20 per cent of the cost 
of transportation including 
the subsidy currently pro-
vided by Railways/Railway 
PSU for movement of fin-
ished goods by rail, 20 per 
cent of cost of transportation 
for finished goods through 
Inland Waterways Authority 
of India and 33 per cent of 
cost of transportation of air 
freight on perishable goods 
(as defined by IATA) from 
the airport nearest to place 

of production to any airport 
within the country. 

There will also be an Em-
ployment Incentive, where 
the government shall pay 3.67 
per cent of the employer’s 
contribution to the Employ-
ees Provident Fund (EPF) 
in addition to bearing 8.33 
per cent Employee Pension 
Scheme contribution of the 
employer in the Pradhan 
Mantri Rozgar Protsahan 
Yojana.

Guwahati, March 21 (PTI): 
A three-member high-level 
team of the union home 
ministry will visit the trou-
bled areas along the As-
sam-Mizoram border early 
next week to review the 
situation there and suggest 
measures to avoid further 
tension, an official source 
said.

The Hailkandi-Kolasib 
area on the inter-state bor-
der witnessed violence on 
February 27 when Mizo-
ram students body Mizo 
Zirlai Pawl (MZP) tried to 
construct a rest house on 
NH 154. The Assam police 
had resorted to lathicharge 
to control the protesting 
students and among oth-
ers a woman journalist was 
also injured.

MZP has said the land 
at Zophai in Kolasib of Mi-
zoram was given to the stu-
dents union by the widow 
of the first Mizoram chief 
minister Ch Chhunga 

“The team will visit the 
areas in Hailakandi district 
of Assam and adjoining 
Kolasib in Mizoram during 
early next week, most likely 
on March 27. It will prepare 
a report and submit it to 
the union home secretary,”, 
the official source told PTI 
here.

The team will com-

prise the joint secretary 
(north east) in the union 
home ministry and the 
principal secretaries to 
the home departments of 
Assam and Mizoram gov-
ernment.

Their report will be re-
viewed by the union home 
secretary with the chief 
secretaries of the two states 
for the next course of ac-
tion in the area.

Subsequently, the un-
ion home secretary will 
give the report to the Union 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh, who is in constant 
touch with the Assam and 
Mizoram chief ministersm, 
the source said.

The decision was taken 
at a meeting yesterday in 
Delhi convened by the un-
ion home secretary and 
attended by the chief sec-
retaries of both the states.

It was decided in the 
meeting to maintain status 
quo at the spot and both 
the state governments re-
iterated their commitment 
to maintain peace and re-
solve the issues amicably. 

Assembly of people at 
the site will not be allowed 
and both the state govern-
ments will take all meas-
ures to maintain peace in 
their respective areas, the 
source added.

Agartala, March 21 (PTI): Tripu-
ra Chief Minister Biplab Kumar 
Deb today said the Centre has 
assured Rs 2,587 crore to the 
state for different schemes and 
projects to overcome its finan-
cial crisis and part of it would be 
released as early as next week.

There is outstanding liability 
of over Rs 11000 crore inher-
ited from the previous Left 
Front government, the BJP-led 
government had announced 
recently.

“Different union ministers 
have assured us of full coopera-
tion and expressed their willing-
ness to grant funds in different 

schemes,” Deb told a press 
conference.

Deb and Deputy Chief Min-
ister Jishnu Devbarman had 
met Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and different union min-
isters in Delhi in the past two 
days.

The chief minsiter said he 
was assured that a total Rs 2587 
crore for different schemes and 
projects would sanctioned. He, 
however, did not elaborate.

“We have made particular 
demand to the ministry of ru-
ral development for release of 
stalled funds in MGNREGA.

Rs 241 crore, which was 

stalled due to absence of utili-
sation certificate, was assured 
to be released by next week”, 
he said adding Rs 350 crore of 
special plan assistance funds, 
which too was stalled, was as-
sured to be released shortly.

Apart from this, Rs 1,320 
crore of  externally  aided 
projects would also be imple-
mented in the state in the next 
few years, he said.

Deb said the government 
has assessed that 12,200 new 
jobs would be created in the 
state in the next three years.

A Central Institute of Plas-
tics Engineering and Technol-

ogy (CIPET) named after Maa 
Tripureswari, Tripura s royal 
deity, would be started in April 
and a plastic technology park 
would also come up.

The technology park, he 
said, is expected to employ 
more than 5000 people.

He alleged that huge funds 
were stalled from the Centre as 
the previous Left Front govern-
ment could not furnish proper 
utilisation certificates due to 
corruption.

Deb, who is also the Tripura 
hime minister, said that 75 km 
of state s total 856 km-long In-
do-Bangla international border 

was yet to be fenced and had 
become a corridor for smug-
gling of drugs. The fencing work 
would be soon completed.

“Bangladesh too has ex-
pressed concern over smug-
gling of drugs. Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh assured 
to sanction funds to cover the 
unfenced area soon,” he said. 

On the implementation of 
centrally sponsored housing 
schemes including the Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana, Deb said 
Rs 292 crore was withheld due 
to failure of the previous LF gov-
ernment in furnishing proper 
utilisation certificate.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, March 21 (EMN): Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council (KAAC) has passed 
the budget of inherent subject for the fis-
cal 2018-19 during the second day of the 
ongoing budget session on Wednesday 
March 21 at  KAAC session hall in Diphu.

During the discussion of the budget 
MAC D. Uphing Maslai informed the 
house regarding the non receipt of motor 
vehicle tax from the state government by 
the KAAC. Maslai pointed out that the 
NCHAC in Dima Hasao is receiving the 
motor vehicle tax regularly of which the 
KAAC have not been receiving for several 
years. An amount of INR 33 crore as arrears 
of motor vehicle tax from state govern-
ment is to be received by KAAC. 

In reply, CEM Tuliram Ronghang in-
formed the house that he has discussed 
the matter about the arrears several times 
with state finance minister. In order to pay 
the arrears amount of motor vehicle tax 
by the state government, the state finance 
minister has formed  a commission to 
study on it, he said. 

Also, Ronghang said that as per Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU) and Of-
fice Memorandum (OM) signed in the year 
1995, the transport department should 
come under KAAC and so revenue from 
motor vehicle tax should be received by 
KAAC, he said.

CEM said an amount of INR 96 crore 
tender would be made for extracting of 
oil from Dhansiri area while citing that, 
“once the tender is called, an MoU would 
be signed with the company by the coun-
cil for receiving of revenue from the oil 
extraction. There is huge deposit of coal 
in areas like Socheng, Kopili and Amreng 
in West Karbi Anglong and Langfer, Sing-
hason constituencies. If revenue can be 
received from the extraction of oil and 
minerals, than surely there will be no de-

pletion of budget. We will have a surplus 
budget and more development can be 
taken up.” 

Ronghang also said that the budget 
allocation from state government for 
the twin hill districts of Karbi Anglong is 
very meagre. Smaller states like Sikkim, 
Goa, Mizoram and Nagaland are getting 
adequate budget allocation from the Cen-
tre. If Karbi Anglong also gets the same 
amount received by other states, there is 
no question that Karbi Anglong will not 
be developed.

“The development taken up during the 
12 years of ASDC-CPI(ML) and 10 years of 
Congress, will be done in five years by BJP 
government in Karbi Anglong,” the CEM 
asserted.       

After the vote account made by CEM 
was accepted by the members of the house 
and passed the budget.

During the present fiscal year the ad-
ministration of public works expenses has 
put to INR 2645 (twenty six crores forty 
five lakh) and for education is INR 16091 
lakh, while for art and culture is INR 176.70 
lakh.  For Public Health and Sanitation and 
Water Supply the expenses made is INR 
40 lakh, while for Urban Development the 
budget allocation made is INR 2 crore and 
for natural calamities INR 1 crore.

Forest has received expenses of INR 
2451.80 (twenty four crores, fifty one lakhs 
eighty thousand) and for roads and trans-
ports is INR 576.00 (five crores seventy six 
lakh). For loan and advance to KAAC em-
ployees it has been allotted INR 43.80 lakhs 
and for contributory provident/LIC fund 
is INR 325.00 lakh. While for KAAC is INR 
192.60 lakhs and for  Executive Members 
the expenses made is INR 625.60 lakhs; 
for administration of justice INR 50.90 
(fifty lakh ninety thousand), while for land 
revenue INR 1718.80 lakh and for art and 
culture INR 176.70 lakh.

Shillong, March 21 (IANS): 
Senior legislator of the rul-
ing National People’s Party 
Timothy Dalbot Shira on 
Wednesday was elected 
the Deputy Speaker of the 
Meghalaya Assembly.

Speaker Donkupar Roy 
declared Shira elected af-
ter he defeated Congress 
candidate David Non-
grum by 16 votes in the 
60-member House with 
an effective strength of 58.

Shira, a former Deputy 
Chief Minister and the 
oldest member in the as-
sembly, polled 36 votes 
and Nongrum 20. Chief 
Minister Conrad Sangma 
could not vote as he is not 
an elected member of the 
Assembly. When Roy was 
Chief Minister at the head 
of the Meghalaya Proges-
sive Alliance in 2008, Shira 
was Deputy Chief Min-
ister and now with Roy 
as Speaker, Shira is once 
again his deputy -- a rare 
turn of events that was 
talked about by all mem-
bers of the assembly.

Congratulating Shira, 
the Chief Minister said: 
“He is a fatherly figure to 

me who taught me many 
things. He is a competent 
man who leaves no stone 
unturned in serving the 
people.”

Leader of Opposition 
Mukul Manda Sangma 
said the three-time leg-
islator from Resubelpara 
was a highly respected 
leader who was close to 
the people and came with 
a “wealth of experience”.

Describing Shira as his 
“trusted friend”, Roy said: 
“We have worked together 
in the government and 
the opposition for the last 
30 years and he is a trust-
ed friend and he always 
stands by his principles.”

The NPP-led Megha-
laya Democratic Alliance 
government has 19 MLAs 
in the House. It is sup-
ported by six from United 
Democratic Party, four 
from People’s Democratic 
Front, two members each 
from Hill State People’s 
Democratic Party and the 
BJP, one Nationalist Con-
gress Party MLA and two 
Independents.

The opposition Con-
gress has 20 members.

Guwahati, March 21 (PTI): 
Assam Chief Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal today 
said that instances of of-
fences against SCs and STs 
in the state is very less but 
proper implementation 
of the Scheduled Castes 
and the Scheduled Tribes 
(Prevention of Atrocities) 
Act, 1989 must be ensured.

Awareness campaigns 
must be initiated at the 
district level so that peo-
ple of all communities are 
empowered to lead a life 
of dignity, Sonowal said 
here today chairing the 
first meeting of State Level 
Vigilance and Monitoring 

Committee constituted for 
implementation of the Act.

“People belonging to all 
sections of the society must 
be empowered to live a life 
of dignity and SC/ST com-
munity members must get 
their due respect,” he said.

He urged MLAs and 
public representatives be-
longing to SC/ST com-
munities to communicate 
with the government if 
any atrocity takes place 
anywhere. 

The chief minister also 
called for better coordina-
tion between the various 
departments for proper 
implementation of the Act.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, March 21 (EMN): A three-day 
national seminar on Northeast India and 
Myanmar: Revisiting cultural and civili-
zational connections began at Manipur 
University on March 21. The seminar is 
jointly organised by Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad Institute of Asian Studies, Kolkata 
and Department of History, Manipur 
University.

The seminar was inaugurated by L 
Jayantakumar Singh as the chief guest. 
Prof N Joykumar Singh, Former Dean, 
School of Social Sciences,Manipur Uni-
versity and Prof Adya Prasad Pandey, 
Vice-Chancellor of Manipur University 
also attended the function.

Speaking on the occasion, Minister 
Jayentakumar highlighted the prestigious 
awards and achievements won by artistes 
of Manipur in the field of art and culture 
in Northeast India. He hoped that the 
seminar would open a new chapter.

In his presidential speech Prof AP 
Pandey said, “this seminar is for the de-
velopment of India and Myanmar and 

also for Southeast Asian countries as a 
whole. From the time immemorial, there 
has been good relationship between India 
and its neighbouring countries.”  He also 
proposed to have one centre for Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad Institute of Asian Stud-
ies at the History Department of Manipur 
University.

Outlining the concept and the sub-
themes of the seminar, Prof L Kunjeswori 
Devi, HoD of History, Manipur University 
said northeast India had played a crucial 
role for cultural cause and for the cultural 
community. The relation between north-
east and Myanmar has remained as an 
important aspect, she added.

Prof L Kunjeswori Devi further add-
ed that historical relations should be 
strengthened to improve economic ties. 
Some of the important glimpses of the 
105th Indian Science Congress were also 
highlighted. In conclusion, professor pro-
posed his desire Prof N Joykumar Singh 
and Dr H Sudhirkumar Singh, Seminar 
Coordinator, Manipur University  also 
spoke on the occasion.

Agartala, March 21 (IANS): India will 
strengthen vigilance along the Bangladesh 
border to stop infiltration and border 
crimes, besides preventing inimical activi-
ties, Tripura Chief Minister Biplab Kumar 
Deb said on Wednesday.

“(Home Minister) Rajnath Singh said 
he would seek the feasibility of installation 
of CCTV cameras on the fencing along the 
India-Bangladesh border for better border 
management,” Deb told the media.

“He also said that his Ministry would 
consider setting up the Central Control 
and Monitoring Rooms so as to prevent 
any illegal activities on the border,” said 
Deb.

Singh said suitable steps will be taken 
for the better maintenance of the roads 
along the international borders.

“The border security and infrastructure 
along the frontiers must be strengthened 
to stop infiltration, border crimes and to 
prevent inimical activities,” Singh was 
quoted as saying. Deb and Deputy Chief 
Minister Jishnu Debbarma returned from 
New Delhi on Wednesday after meeting 
several leaders including President Ram 
Nath Kovind, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Home Minister Rajnath Singh. 

Five Indian states - West Bengal (2,216 
km), Tripura (856 km), Meghalaya (443 
km), Mizoram (318 km), and Assam (263 
km) - share a 4,096-km border with Bang-
ladesh. The mountainous terrain, dense 
forests and other hindrances make the 
unfenced borders porous and vulnerable, 
enabling illegal immigrants and intruders 
to cross over without any hurdle.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu,  March 21 (EMN): A joint protest 
demonstration was taken out by the Karbi 
Students Association (KSA), Diphu Dis-
trict committee and KSA Manja Branch 
in and around Manja area on March 21 
Wednesday. The protest was against the 
state interference into KAAC special TET.

Talking to the media persons, Ander-
son Kro, President KSA, Diphu District 
committee said that special TET must be 
conducted by the KAAC authority without 
state interference.

Also, he said that full exemptions of 
B.ed and D.El.ED for the applicants and 
100% reservation for the indigenous in-
habitants of the Sixth Schedule of Karbi 
Anglong should be made.  

The procession was started from its 
office premises and leading toward Manja 
Market and back to Manja Police station 
and submitted a memorandum to Karbi 
Anglong Autonomous Council, Chief 
Executive Member through the Manja 
Police station,  officer in charge Kalpajit 
Sharmah. 

Dimapur, March 21 (EMN): In or-
der to fulfil the ambitious project 
“Mission Electrification” of Indi-
an Railways successfully, the NF 
Railways has been in full swing 
to electrify all its routes. 

A press release issued by the 
NF Railways Maligaon men-
tioned that on November 3 2016 
Indian Railways had launched 
Mission Electrification of 24,400 
route kilometre (rkm) of BG net-
work  for the next five years which 
is also said to be a part of India’s 
goal of cutting carbon emission 
by 33-35% by 2030, “Mission 

Electrification- an initiative to 
reduce dependence on diesel 
by electrifying nearly 100% of 
railway tracks in the next 5years.

For the year 2018-19 a mas-
sive Railway electrification works 
is said to have been sanctioned 
to electrify all its routes. Electric 
operation is said to have been 
inaugurated on NF Railway’s line 
from Katihar to other parts of the 
country since April 10 2017 while 
Katihar-Kumedpur-Old Maldah – 
Singhabad section has also been 
commissioned on Jan. 1 2018 to 
run the trains over that section. 

The works for  the sec-
tion Kumedpur - Barsoi – Kis-
hanganj -New Jalapaiguri - 
Raninagar(Jalpaiguri) is said to 
be in advance stage and due to be 
completed by March 2019.

Most importantly targeted 
time to run electric service train 
upto Guwahati has been fixed 
within 2020.In this connection 
the railway electrification works 
from Raninagar (Jalpaiguri) - 
New Bongaigaon - Guwahati 
section has also been sanctioned 
and after finalisation of ten-
ders now works has been  going 

on expeditiously. Within this 
the work is divided into two 
packages, ie package-1covering 
from Raninagar ( Jalpaiguri)-
New Bongaigaon(excl) of 221 
RKM(Route Kilo metre)/412 
TKM(Track Kilo metre) while 
package-2 from New Bon-
gaigaon-Guwahati vis Rangia of 
161 RKM / 275 TKM, the release 
stated. The required electricity is 
said to be drawn at seven traction 
sub-stations viz; New Mainaguri, 
Pundibari, Gosaigaon Hat, New 
Bongaigaon, Sarbhog, Nalbari 
and Kamakhya. Already work of 

drawing transmission lines to 
these sub stations have also been 
awarded for New Mainaguri, 
Pundibari, Gosaigaon Hat, Nal-
bari and work in progress.

At some places first founda-
tion works for OHE (over head 
equipments) masts have been 
started and also sub-station 
works have been started to fa-
cilitate for 25 KV electric supply 
to overhead lines. Sections will 
be commissioned in a phased 
manner to electrify upto Guwa-
hati and beyond Guwahati upto 
Dibrugarh, the release stated.

EM Images

Various organisations demonstrating against the state’s interference on special KAAC TET in and around 
Manja area on March 21. 
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/93/2018-III     Dated Kohima, the 19th March, 2018OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. NEEMA LAMA D/O LT. SUBHA LAXMI LAMA, Pensioner 
resident of Upper Chandmari, Kohima has applied for issue of 
Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to 
draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late mother- Pension P.O. No. 
NL/SF/1149 of Treasury, Kohima (South). Bank A/C No.30790986166 
SBI Bazar Branch, Kohima. LIC Policy No.441197975 Edowment Policy, 
Kohima Branch. Who expired on 03-12-2017.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection  
if any within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: NagalandKG-2397

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 21st March’ 18

NOTICE
NO.M-27/18/14711-12 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
Gori Sangma & 5 others -Vrs- Newto .K. Zhimo resident of 
Dubagaon Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have 
applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
21/04/18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Gori Sangma & 5 Others
Village/Block No: Dubagaon, Patta No: 68
Dag No: 106, Area: 00-02-15 Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5157

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 21st March’ 18

NOTICE
NO.M-26/18/14713-14 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
Tsukjim Jamir -Vrs- Vikugha Chophy resident of Puranabazar 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 
50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
21/04/18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Tsukjim Jamir
Village/Block No: Kuchiabill, Patta No: 533
Dag No: 149/676, 268/677  Area: 05-00-00 Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5158

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 21st March’ 18

NOTICE
NO.M-25/18/14709-10 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
Nitwati -Vrs- Kiesamyi resident of Kuchiabill Town/Village in 
the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam 
Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
21/04/18. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Nitwati
Village/Block No: Kuchiabill, Patta No: 686
Dag No: 199/836 Area: 00-01-14 ½ Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-5159

IN THE COURT OF PRINCIPAL DISTRICT & SESSIONS JUDGE
DIMAPUR NAGALAND

LETTER OF ADMINISTRATION No.1/18

Whereas an application under Succession Act 1925 has been filed by 
Smti. Kabita Aich for issuing Letter of Administration in respect of her 
deceased husband late Debashis Aich before this court and whereas 
19th day of April 2018 has been fixed for the hearing on the matter. 
Notice is hereby given inviting objection if any from the person 
having interest in the above named applicant(s) to be furnished on or 
before the fixed date/or appear in person. 
Given under my hand and seal of the Court on this 19th day of March, 
2018. 

(NEIKO KANUO) 
PRINCIPAL DISTRICT & SESSIONS JUDGE 

DIMAPUR: NAGALANDD-5160

(SEC.278 OF INDIAN SUCCESSION ACT 1925  
NOTICE

A-TO-Z COMPUTER CENTRE
BASIC, DIPLOMA, DTP,C, C++. JAVA ETC

Special Offer Examination Appeared Students 
Well equipped Lab* Wi-Fi facilities* Experienced Faculties

Uninterrupted Power Backup, Crash Courses are also available

Offering

Above Vijaya Bank 
(Near Holy Cross School Main Gate)

Dimapur.8413818198

Dhobinala Police Point 
Dimapur* Nagaland 

Ph: 9612167501

D
P-

34
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COMPUTER  ACADEMY
(Near SBI Bazar Branch) Dhobinala, Dimapur

Ph: 03862-235365, 8787456867

Weekly 5 days class, Experienced Faculties* Well equipped Lab
*Authorised Training Centre *Power Back Up

Special offer for HSLC, HSSLC & Degree appeared students

BASIC  ,   DCA  ,   DTP  ,    C  ,   C++  ,   JAVA  ,   PGDCA

D
P-

34
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OFFICE OF THE
ANGAMI PUBLIC ORGANISATION

KOHIMA : NAGALAND

Congratulatory Message
The Angami Public Organisation (APO) wishes to congratulate 

SHRI NEIPHIU RIO, ER. VIKHO O YHOSHÜ, DR. NEIKIESALIE KIRE, 
SHRI KHRIEHU LIEZIETSU, SHRI ZHALEO RIO, SHRI KENEIZHAKHO 
NAKHRO AND ER. ZALE NEIKHA for being elected to the 13th 
Nagaland Legislative Assembly.

In a special way we would also like to congratulate the Peoples 
Democratic Alliance Government headed by Shri Neiphiu Rio as 
Chief Minister and Er. Vikho o Yhoshü as the Speaker of the House.

The APO hopes that this government will be citizens friendly and 
bring about positive changes for the state and its people. We also 
pray that the new government will look beyond the narrow walls of 
tribalism so that all sections of the society are taken on board to surge 
forward for a better Nagaland.

Sd/-
Dr. Kepelhusie Terhüja (Mrs. Neithono Sothu)
President Secretary,
 Information and Publicity
K-1610

NAGALAND PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
KOHIMA

CORRIGENDUM
With reference to the Nagaland Public Service Commission’s Advertisement NO.3/2017 
dated 7/12/17 and Addendum/Corrigendum dated 12th March 2018, the following 
Corrigendum shall be made as mentioned below.

Item No.5: Degree in Electronics Engineering is also included as an Educational 
qualification for the post of Project Manager vide Election Department’s letter No.ELE/
ESTT-81/2007-2017/1738 dated 25th Jan, 2018. 

Electronics Engineering (Degree)  Candidates who have already submitted their 
application form may opt for addition of posts in order of preference by writing an 
application in plain paper addressed to Secretary, Nagaland Public Service Commission, 
Kohima on or before the last date of form submission.

Fresh candidates having degree in Electronics Engineering only may apply for item 
No.5. The last date for submission of application form is 31-03-2018.

Elective subject to be opted:
Item No.27 : (a) & (b) Agriculture Science and not as mentioned earlier.
Item No.27 : (d) Electronics Engg.(Diploma)/Electrical & Telecommunication Engg.  
  (Diploma) and not as mentioned earlier.
Item No.32 : Computer Science & Engg (Degree)/Electronics & Telecommunication   
  Engg. (Degree) / Information Technology (Degree) and not as mentioned  
  earlier.
Item No.33 : (a) Electrical Engg. (Degree) and not as mentioned earlier.
Item No.33 : (b) Electrical Engg. (Diploma) and not as mentioned earlier. 

NO.NPSC/ADVT-1/04(vol-1) Dated Kohima, the 21st March,2018.

(KHRUPI SOTHU)
Secretary

Nagaland Public Service Commission
Kohima.KG-2395

DEPARTMENT OF POSTS:  INDIA
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF POSTAL SERVICES

NAGALAND :  KOHIMA – 797001

Public Notice
This is to inform members of the public that Aadhaar 
Enrollment and Updation Centers have been opened at:-

1. Kohima Head Post Office.
2. Dimapur  MDG (Post Office)
3. Mon MDG (Post Office)
4. Tuensang MDG (Post Office)
5. Zunheboto MDG (Post Office)

Enrolment is being done through documents based 
verification for indigenous inhabitants of the State only, with 
exemptions to Government employees.

Indigenous inhabitants of the State who are yet to apply for 
Aadhaar can apply/ enroll for their Aadhaar by visiting any of 
the above noted offices on any working days.

No. BD/UIDAI-Aadhaar/10-11/Pt-II  Dated at Kohima the 21/03/2018

-sd-
(R.M.Patel )

Director Postal Services
Nagaland Division

Kohima : Nagaland – 797001KG-2396
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‘Airtel Truecaller ID’ crosses  
1mn subscribers mark

New Delhi, March 21 (IANS): Popular communi-
cation app Truecaller and Telecom services pro-
vider Bharti Airtel on Wednesday announced that 
the “Airtel Truecaller ID” service now has over one 
million paying subscribers across India. In less 
than a year, Truecaller has been able to penetrate 
the feature phone market in India with its “Air-
tel Truecaller ID” service and reached over one 
million paid subscribers, the company said in a 
statement.

The service is aimed at bridging the digital di-
vide between the urban and growing semi-urban 
and rural markets in India.  With this subscrip-
tion-based service, all feature phone users with 
Airtel mobile service can use “Airtel Truecaller ID” 
to see who’s calling. 

Acer launches new gaming 
desktop in India

Bengaluru, March 21 (IANS): Taiwanese hard-
ware and electronics brand Acer on Wednesday 
launched its “Predator Orion 9000” gaming desk-
top in India.

Starting at Rs 319,999, the gaming desktop fea-
tures powerful Intel Core i9 Extreme Edition proc-
essors with up to 18 cores and 36 threads and up to 
two NVIDIA GeForce GTX 1080Ti graphics cards, 
the company said in a statement. It is the first gam-
ing desktop with Intel’s Core i9 Extreme Processor 
and Optane Memory to be available in India, the 
statement added. “We are thrilled to welcome to 
our gaming arsenal the iconic ‘Predator Orion 
9000’ gaming desktop,” said Chandrahas Panigra-
hi, CMO and Consumer Business Head, Acer India.

The gaming desktop also features liquid cool-
ing and Acer’s IceTunnel 2.0 to keep the tempera-
ture down while the game heats up.

Mumbai, March 21 (IANS): Reliance Communications 
(RCOM) on Wednesday said its bond holders have ap-
proved the sale of its assets to Reliance Jio Infocomm.
The holders of the company’s $300 million bonds fur-
ther approved the monetisation of other real estate as-
sets, RCOM said in a BSE filing. “The bond holders also 
approved release of their security on the company’s as-
sets and to accept part prepayment of their outstanding 
bond,” it said.  According to the company, the approval 
was given in a meeting held on March 20, 2018, at Lon-
don.  On December 28, 2017, RCOM signed definitive 
binding agreements with Reliance Jio for the sale of the 
group’s wireless, spectrum, tower, fibre and media con-
vergence node assets.  The company’s scrip at the BSE 
on Wednesday gained 8.86 per cent or Rs 2.05 per share 
to Rs 25.20 from its previous close of Rs 23.15 per share.

NEWS IN BRIEFMarkets consolidate 
gains, Sensex 
reclaims 33k-mark

More fraud: INR 824 cr. involving jeweller

Motorola to open 100 
‘Moto Hubs’ in Karnataka

RCOM gets bond 
holders’ approval to sell 
assets to Reliance Jio

country.
Unlike the scam in-

volving diamond jeweller 
Nirav Modi and Mehul 
Choksi of the Gitanjali 
Group worth Rs 13,540 
crore, in which Letters of 
Undertaking (LoUs) were 
used, the KGPL alleg-
edly resorted to falsify-
ing records and financial 
statements to get loans 
from the banks over a 10 
year period beginning 
2008. 

The SBI tops the 
list with Rs 240 crore of 
loans followed by Pun-
jab National Bank (PNB) 
(Rs 128 crore), Bank of 
India (Rs 46 crore), IDBI 
(Rs 49 crore), Syndicate 
Bank (Rs 54 crore), Union 
Bank (Rs 53 crore), Uco 
Bank (Rs 45 crore), Cen-
tral Bank (Rs 22 crore), 
Corporation Bank (Rs 23 
crore), Bank of Baroda 
(Rs 32 crore), Tamil Nadu 
Mercantile Bank (Rs 

27 crore), HDFC (Rs 27 
crore), ICICI Bank (Rs 27 
crore) and Andhra Bank 
(Rs 32 crore).

In a complaint to the 
Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) in January 
this year, the SBI cited a 
forensic audit conducted 
into the acounts of the 
company and found that 
the KGPL and its direc-
tors including Bhoopesh 
Kumar Jain and his wife 
Neeta Jain in collusion 

with the statuatory au-
ditors had been misrep-
resenting and falsifying 
records with a clear crim-
inal and malafide intent 
to cheat and defraud the 
banks. 

The KGPL was ac-
cused of showing a rosy 
picture since 2009 for the 
purpose of availing credit 
facilities from the bank 
and thereby committed 
criminal breach of trust 
and cheated the lenders. 

nounced the opening of 50 Moto 
Hubs in Delhi in January.

The smartphone maker has 
already partnered with Poorvika 
Mobiles in 43 cities in Tamil Nadu, 
Puducherry and Karnataka and 
with Big C and Lot Mobile stores 

across 55 cities in Andhra Pradesh 
and Telangana to provide retail ac-
cess to consumers. 

The “Moto Hubs” offer acces-
sories such as on-ear and in-ear 
headphones, Moto shells and 
phone covers.

Mumbai, March 21 
(PTI): Stocks found firm-
er ground for the second 
straight session today, 
with the benchmark 
Sensex reclaiming the 
key 33,000-mark, ahead 
of US Federal Reserve’s 
policy meet outcome.

Persistent capital in-
flows by foreign funds 
and covering-up of short 
positions by speculators 
influenced trading senti-
ment here, brokers said.

The BSE Sensex 
spurted 139 points 
to close at 33,136.18, 
while the broader NSE 
Nifty rose 30 points to 
10,155.25.

Telecom stocks were 
the session’s biggest 
gainers, with Bharti Air-
tel emerging on top in 
the Sensex pack.

After a strong open-
ing, the BSE 30-share 
Sensex hit a high of 
33,354.93, before closing 
at 33,136.18, up 139.42 
points, or 0.42 per cent.

It had gained 73.64 
points in the previous 

session.
The 50-share Nifty 

scaled a high of 10,227.30 
intra-day but suc-
cumbed to profit-book-
ing to finish at 10,155.25, 
still up 30.90 points, or 
0.31 per cent.

Meanwhile, foreign 
portfolio investors (FPIs) 
bought shares worth Rs 
344.16 crore on a net ba-
sis, while domestic insti-
tutional investors (DIIs) 
also purchased equities 
to the tune of Rs 731.17 
crore yesterday, provi-
sional data showed.

“Participants are 
keen to get cues on fu-
ture rate hike trajectory 
(of US Fed), while hawk-
ish pace of tightening 
might add volatility in 
the market.

“If the outcome of 
FOMC will be in-line 
with expectation with-
out any underlining ca-
veats, we could have a 
relief rally in the short-
term,” said Vinod Nair, 
Head of Research, Geojit 
Financial Services.

Bengaluru, March 21 (IANS): In 
a bid to strengthen its retail pres-
ence in the southern region, Mo-
torola India on Wednesday an-
nounced it will open 100 “Moto 
Hubs” in Karnataka where cus-
tomers can experience the entire 
range of Motorola devices, includ-
ing the newly-launched “Moto 
Z2 Force” and “Moto X4” smart-
phones.

Fifty “Moto Hubs” will be in-
augurated in Bengaluru alone, the 
company said in a statement.

“We have received an over-
whelming response at the previ-
ously-opened ‘Moto Hubs’ across 
the country and we are positive 
that the people of Karnataka will 
reciprocate with enthusiasm,” 
said Sudhin Mathur, Managing 
Director, Motorola Mobility India. 

The Lenovo-owned compa-
ny has a strong consumer base 
across Karnataka and is one of the 
top five smartphone brands in the 
city.

Motorola India announced 
launching 50 “Moto Hubs” in 
Mumbai and opened 25 such 
stores in Kolkata earlier this 
month as it targets a third of its 
sales from its organised outlets.

To consolidate its retail pres-
ence, the company had an-

New Delhi, March 21 
(IANS): In yet another 
fraud played on banks, 
a Chennai-based jewel-
ler Kanishk Gold Pvt Ltd 
(KGPL) has been accused 
of defrauding a consorti-
um of 14 banks led by the 
State Bank of India (SBI) 
to the tune of Rs 824 crore 
in the form of loans that 
have now been declared 
as non-performing asset 
(NPA).

It is apprehended 
that the Directors of the 
KGPL, Bhoopesh Kumar 
Jain, and his wife Neeta 
Jain may have fled the 
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Wake-up Call
T

he murder of a public servant who was dragged 
from a  bus en route to Dimapur from Zunhe-
boto on the night March 17 is one that chills 
the bone of every right-thinking citizen in Na-

galand. It is also quite despicable that the assailants 
were masquerading as cadres of a some Naga national 
groups and was able to first kidnap the victim before 
he was killed. Such cases of killings used to happen 
only during the years when factional fights were fre-
quent in the state. After the various peace parleys and 
the semblance of peace that came such cases had seen 
a decline. However, killing—such as the recent case—
purely for money and robbing victims is seeing an in-
crease in the state. Such cases of crime especially on 
public transport passengers and drivers have been on 
a rise, of which some were quiet sensational. It is many 
a time that victims are hardworking drivers and their 
assistants who just wanted to earn some extra money 
by taking passengers at night. They either end up being 
killed or are left to die and assailants take off with their 
vehicles and other loot. This is just another form of da-
coity that is slowly increasing. 

In-depth study of the deeper socio-economic fac-
tors that lead people to commit such crimes has be-
come a necessity. The village economy that used to be 
self-sufficient in the olden days is no longer flourishing 
in many of the villages in Nagaland especially those far 
from towns and those with low populations. Except for 
Dimapur and Kohima the economy is not so dynamic 
even in the urban areas because other towns are mostly 
extensions of villages. Even in the Kohima and Dimapur 
the professions and trade that are in demand are not fa-
voured by Naga youths. The economy of the state as a 
whole runs on a government economy. Out of it, most 
from the Naga tribal communities depend directly on 
the government. In such a precarious scenario the rise 
in crime is only expected to increase. 

Although scarcity is considered the number-one 
key to innovation the apparently widening gap between 
the haves and the have-nots in the state will motivate 
very few. Innovation needs the right environment, 
and peace and order to be sustainable — civilisations 
throughout history were brought down by barbarism. 
Hard work alone does not commensurate with good 
earning and livelihood for many in the state. Almost all 
the wealth in the hands of individuals is therefore as-
sumed to have been gained through corruption. The 
recent elections also have shown how people led by 
traditional institutions have no respect for human lives. 
The general atmosphere is quite negative and negativ-
ity is being preached in the social as well as religious in-
stitutions. So, instead of innovation some minds would 
surely manifest reptilian brains that would rather kill. 
Humans are far better than this and incidences such 
as the recent crime should be the wake-up call for our 
planners and leaders in the state.  

Sharing and living out our faith is the 
best way to leave a legacy.

My phone beeped, indicating an incoming text. 
My daughter wanted my grandmother’s recipe 
for Peppermint Ice Cream Pie. As I thumbed 

through the yellowed cards in my aged recipe box, 
my eyes spotted the unique handwriting of my grand-
mother—and several jotted notes in the small cursive 
of my mother. It occurred to me that with my daughter’s 
request, Peppermint Ice Cream Pie would make its en-
trance into a fourth generation within my family.

I wondered, What other family heirlooms might be 
handed down generation to generation? What about 
choices regarding faith? Besides the pie, would the faith 
of my grandmother—and my own—play out in the lives 
of my daughter and her offspring?

In Psalm 79, the psalmist bemoans a wayward Is-
rael, which has lost its faith moorings. He begs God to 
rescue His people from the ungodly and to restore Je-
rusalem to safety. This done, he promises a restored—
and ongoing—commitment to God’s ways. “Then we 
your people, the sheep of your pasture, will praise you 
forever; from generation to generation we will proclaim 
your praise” (v. 13).

I eagerly shared the recipe, knowing my grand-
mother’s dessert legacy would enjoy a new layer in our 
family. And I prayed sincerely for the most lasting hand-
me-down of all: the influence of our family’s faith on one 
generation to the next.

DAILY
PATH

Passing on the 
Legacy

BIBLE READ:    PSALM 79:8–13 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Then we your people, the sheep of your pasture, 
will praise you forever; from generation to 

generation we will proclaim your praise.         
~  Psalm 79:13

Ambrose.J.Chakre

“ For your name’s sake, O Lord, preserve my life; in your 
righteousness bring me our of trouble.”

“ I wait for your salvation, O Lord , and I will follow 
your commands.”

What began since the first century has now 
reached the 21st and our desire is for every-
one to understand what this means. Though 

all days are God ordained, some days are more sacred 
than the others. The scripture mentions this in the 
book of Romans and those who has seen it must know 
that it is to the Lord the honor is given.  The Prophets 
who hasn’t seen Christ wrote about this and the Apos-
tles who were with Christ wrote the scriptures for sal-
vation’s sake. If we are to mention the heroes of faith 
in the Bible the list would be too many but as we delve 
into the histories of these saints we find that their min-
istries were not only distinct but also glorious in their 
own ways. The one thing the beloved of God must 
know is that as we live for the purpose of the scripture, 

our lives must be consumed by God’s goodness. Even 
as we were made righteous by the shed blood of Christ, 
so our relationship with the truth must always come 
first.

 The likes of Moses knew Egypt well but it was for 
love ‘s sake that he loved Israel more than Egypt. The 
man of God chosen to be the guide over Israel knew 
well of the better kingdom which awaited him. Though 
he saw the Jerusalem his people were to enter, his eyes 
saw the eternal Jerusalem. This is what faith should be 
and as it is good to know the routes well, it is even bet-
ter to walk the routes in God’s favor. Thus to this regard 
the scripture states:

“ Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the 
faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Je-
sus is in you-  unless, of course , you fail the test? And I 
trust that you will discover that we have not failed the 
test.”

“ For we cannot do anything against the truth but only 
for the truth.”

( 2nd Corinthians 13:5,6 ) ( 13:8 )

The wisdom to see this as we would our faith must 

burn strong in the hearts of the elect. For as it is one 
thing to know what we live for and another to live in the  
powers of it. I trust as every faith has its own desires, vi-
sions so it will also be with those who knows well they 
are God’s own. Even as the cross was for our sake, the 
will to endure every trail for God’s sake must be on. The 
salvation and the condemnation of the entire human 
race will all come under the judgment of God’s word. 
The mystery of what it means all comes back to the 
cross of Christ. The kingdom of the eternal is what our 
eyes are set on. In the end everything comes back to 
God’s grace and mercy.

( Psalm 143:11 ) ( Psalm 119:166 )
N.B: This is written in honor of our members who 

are link to God and to us through the Holiness of Christ. 
Slaves, that is what we are of holiness and as we pursue 

righteousness, we desire to impact and transform 
lives through His Spirit. The lost will be found. As we 
continue in this we will remember all that we did for 
God, for each other and for the sinners. The moments 

of the present will become the memories for the future. 
God loves the Church of Christ.

For Good Friday’s Sake

T
he elaborate frills and horns of a group of dino-
saurs including Triceratops and Styracosaurus 
might have evolved to attract mates, not as a 
mechanism to recognise each other as earlier 

believed, says a study.
It has been suggested that different species that live 

in the same location may evolve features in order to 
distinguish one another to help avoid problems such 
as hybridisation, where two individuals of different 
species produce infertile or unfit offspring.

To test this hypothesis the researchers from Queen 
Mary University of London examined patterns of di-
versity in the ornamentation of 46 species of ceratop-

sians, the horned dinosaurs, but found no difference 
between species that lived together and those that 
lived separately.

A previous research paper from the same univer-
sity found that the frill in one ceratopsian species, Pro-
toceratops, may have evolved under sexual selection. 

The new findings, published in the journal Pro-
ceedings of the Royal Society B, appear to add evidence 
to this across the entire group.

“If sexual selection is indeed the driver of ornament 
evolution in ceratopsians, as we are increasingly con-
fident it is, demonstrating it through different lines of 
evidence can provide a crucial window into tracing its 

effects over potentially huge time-scales,” said lead au-
thor of the new study Andrew Knapp.

Selection makes many organisms evolve different 
attributes for sex. For example, peacocks maintain 
elaborate tails and fruit flies perform dances.

The researchers also found evidence that ornamen-
tal traits seemed to evolve at a much faster rate than 
other traits. 

“We have shown that species recognition, one of 
the commonest explanations, is unlikely to be respon-
sible for the diversity or origin of ornamentation in this 
group,” Knapp added.

Source: IANS

Dinosaurs Evolved Frills and Horns to Attract Mates — Study

D
o you let your toddler watch 
YouTube videos? It may not 
help them to learn new things, 
a study suggests.

The study results indicate that tod-
dlers up to two years of age could be 
entertained and kept busy by their par-
ents showing them YouTube clips on 
smartphones, but they may not learn 
anything from the videos.

“Young children are attracted to 

smartphones more than other forms of 
media and there is a need for more tech-
no-behavioural studies on child-smart-
phone interaction,” said the lead author 
of the study, Savita Yadav from the Netaji 
Subhas Institute of Technology in New 
Delhi.

For the study, published in the jour-
nal Acta Paediatrica, the researchers 
recruited 55 toddlers between 6 to 24 
months old, using professional and per-

sonal contacts and visited by two ob-
servers, for at least 10 minutes. 

The observers recorded the toddlers’ 
abilities to interact with touchscreens 
and identify people in videos and noted 
what videos attracted them the most.

The toddlers were attracted to music 
at six months of age and interested in 
watching the videos at 12 months. 

They could identify their parents in 
videos at 12 months and themselves by 

24 months.
They started touching the screen at 

18 months and could press the buttons 
that appeared on the screen, but did not 
understand their use. 

The toddlers preferred watching 
dance performances by multiple artists 
with melodic music, advertisements for 
products they used, and videos showing 
toys and balloons.

Source: IANS

YouTube Videos May Not Help Toddlers Learn New Things

Vinod Behl | IANS

F
ollowing the key reforms of 
demonetisation, Real Estate 
Regulation & Development Act 
(RERA) and Goods and Services 

Tax (GST), coupled with enabling policy 
initiatives, the real estate sector is look-
ing at new business models that are set 
to change its very dynamics.

Thanks to RERA, we have seen the 
emergence of the informed and empow-
ered consumer. Several RERA provisions 
-- mandatory disclosures by develop-
ers, restrictions on construction with-
out land and necessary permissions, 
separate escrow account for customer 
payments, stringent penalties, includ-
ing jail term, for errant developers, and 
a fast-track redressal mechanism -- have 
helped to protect home buyers against 
frauds and also ensure timely delivery 
(with quality) of homes.

This has not just regulated the market 
but has also made the real estate busi-
ness more professional and organised. 
The biggest advantage of RERA is that 
it has reversed the investor/speculator-
driven business model, prevalent in the 
pre-regulation era, and replaced it with 
a consumer-driven model. The clamp-
down on the investor-driven model, to-
gether with demonetisation, has helped 
to check the flow of black money into 
real estate transactions, responsible for 
inflated prices.

The rampant practice of “pre-sales”, 
under the investor-driven model (now 
banned), was responsible for the artifi-

cial hike in prices over the years, making 
homes unaffordable for the masses. Also, 
it because of the investor-driven model 
that real estate developers were mostly 
focused on the luxury/premium seg-
ment -- with its high profit-margins -- al-
though maximum demand existed in the 
low-cost/affordable housing segment.

But, after the reforms, all that has 
changed. From low volume-high margin, 
the sector has adopted a high volume-
low margin business model. This has 
been made possible by policies aimed at 
incentivising development of affordable 
housing. From offering land for afforda-
ble housing to tax incentives to develop-
ers (100 percent service tax waiver) and 
consumers (up to Rs 2.67 lakh home loan 
subsidy under Credit Linked Subsidy 
Scheme of the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yo-
jana), all these pro-active measures have 
given much-needed boost to affordable 
housing.

Together with these measures, the 
granting of industry status to afford-
able housing to help developers source 
cheaper funds from banks, has en-
hanced the affordability of homes, much 
to the benefit of consumers.

There is still one major hurdle in 
making homes more affordable  — non-
availability of bank funding to buy land, 
especially when debt- laden developers 
are facing cash-flow issues due to tepid 
sales. But with the reforms and greater 
transparency, newer models of financ-
ing are emerging. Foreign equity funds 
are now increasingly coming to the aid of 
developers. And even new age corporate 
NBFCs like Piramal Finance are provid-

ing end-to-end solutions to developers, 
treating them as business partners.

Besides, to tackle the land funding 
issue, the new business model of “joint 
development” is gaining momentum. 
Under this model, land owners and de-
velopers owning land but lacking finan-
cial strength and expertise to construct, 
market and achieve necessary scale for 
timely completion and delivery, are join-
ing hands with big players who possess 
these capabilities. It is a win-win model 
for big corporate players like Godrej 
Properties who have consciously chosen 
the “asset light” model for real estate de-
velopment.

In the current real estate scenario 
where hundreds of thousands projects 
are either stalled or delayed, leading to 
a big slowdown in home sales, develop-
ers are taking to the business model of 
mixed development or simply going in 
for rent-yielding commercial develop-
ments which have elicited interest from 
both institutional and individual inves-
tors.

The huge trust-deficit between de-
velopers and property buyers is a key 
reason for the slump in property sales. 
According to a recent study by global real 
estate advisory JLL, there were as many 
as 472,100 unsold housing units at the 
end of December 2017.

Amidst all this, a newer property 
marketing model of selling “ready” 
properties (which are in demand) has 
emerged. To win back the trust of buyers 
and push up sales, developers are focus-
ing on project completion and lining up 
ready/near-ready properties for sale. As 

per the data released by JLL, by end-De-
cember 2017, there was an inventory of 
34,700 ready-to-move units across India.

In fact, real estate major DLF Limited 
has announced it will adopt the business 
model of first constructing and then 
selling. While globally this real estate 
marketing model has been in vogue for 
years, the Indian real estate sector has 
been following the model of selling un-
der-construction property to buyers.

As, under the new regulatory regime, 
developers are bound to first buy/ar-
range land for construction and bear the 
compliance cost in terms of permissions 
-- besides being barred from diverting 
project funds -- it makes business sense 
for them to adopt a construct-and-sell 
model, especially as the marketing cost 
of selling ready homes is low.

This model equally suits buyers 
as they pay for what they buy, thereby 
avoiding cheating in terms of space, 
quality and price escalation. They are 
also saved from development risk which 
exists in buying under-construction 
property. And more importantly, they 
save 12 percent GST while buying ready 
property with a completion certificate.

And as key reforms of RERA and GST 
fully settle down in the coming months, 
and the process of restructuring and 
consolidation gains momentum, it will 
be interesting to see how the new real es-
tate business models take shape.

(Vinod Behl is Founder and Editor .of 
Ground Real[i]ty Media, a real estate 
content consultancy. Views expressed 
are personal. He can be contacted at 

vbehl2008@gmail.com)

Build and Sell: Changing Dynamics of Real Estate Business

Taponeel Mukherjee | IANS

I
ndia has a coastline of approximately 7,500 km and 
as we look to build infrastructure to boost econom-
ic growth and jobs, the one question that we must 
address is: Does having a long coastline matter? Or 

to put it another way: What advantages could its coast-
line provide India?

For a country that spends approximately 14 per cent 
of GDP on logistics costs and is a large consumer of en-
ergy, the coastline offers the opportunity to both make 
logistics more efficient and potentially generate energy. 
Coastal shipping and offshore wind energy are two sec-
tors that the coastline can be used to grow and boost 
infrastructure creation, especially given the fact that 
both these sectors are new and relatively unexplored in 
the country.

Coastal shipping is an important component of the 
government’s Sagar Mala project. It has inherent cost 
advantages versus road and rail transportation. Accord-
ing to the Ministry of Shipping, coastal shipping costs 
one-sixth of what rail costs, therefore significant cost 
savings are possible for industries in which transporta-
tion forms a large part of the cost base, such as cement 
and fertilisers. Essentially, coastal shipping has the ca-
pacity to transform “bulk transportation”, in the process 
reducing the burden on the road and rail networks.

The implementation of coastal shipping infrastruc-
ture has faced impediments such as the lack of financ-
ing for ships, lack of infrastructure at both major and 

minor ports, and, most importantly, the lack of linkages 
on land to help deliver the bulk goods to the end user.

It is important to be patient with regard to the de-
velopment of coastal shipping infrastructure. Changes 
such as these take time, and the positive impact can be 
seen through the years to come. Streamlining of poli-
cies, effective financing mechanisms and appropriate 
regulatory schemes will have to be worked on by in-
dustry participants and the government to deliver the 
desired result.

The coastline also has tremendous potential to ca-
ter to India’s energy needs, especially with a focus on 
wind energy. Recent news of Norway-based Statoil, one 
of the largest offshore oil and gas operators, changing 
its name to Equinor to reflect a future where energy will 
be driven by renewables rather than than fossil fuels, 
shows the clear focus globally. What is even more inter-
esting is that Statoil’s first floating wind farm, “Hywind 
Scotland”, started delivering electricity in October 2017.

Such news is significant for India. The key takea-
way being that offshore wind energy is in the reckoning 
now. A recent study by International Renewable Energy 
Agency (IRENA) found the average generation cost of 
offshore wind energy at $140/MWh, still relatively high 
versus onshore wind at $60/MWh. However, what is 
more interesting, given the relatively nascent technol-
ogy of offshore wind, generation costs are expected to 
dip well below $100/MWh by 2020.

Such technological progress and cost-reduction 
have significant ramifications for India. The pace of 
offshore wind development globally and the decline in 

generation costs of offshore wind energy suggest that 
the country’s coastline can be a valuable source of en-
ergy in the future.

That said, for offshore wind energy to deliver results 
and provide energy on a large scale, significant invest-
ments will be required in development of wind farms, 
transmission of energy and creating port infrastructure 
to service the industry.

To truly utilise the coastline to deliver value, India 
will have to keep building on existing policies in both 
the coastal shipping and renewable energy space. 
These are large infrastructure projects that require 
significant technical expertise and, more importantly, 
patient capital. Strong policy frameworks from the gov-
ernment that assure investors of consistent policymak-
ing regardless of which way political winds blow will be 
important to truly boost these sectors.

Coastal shipping infrastructure is still relatively 
underdeveloped in India while offshore wind is still at 
ideation stage. It is important for industry participants 
and the government to deliver financially feasible and 
efficiently completed projects to start with, to give 
confidence to the sector. Successful pilot projects that 
are financially feasible and well-structured provide a 
very strong signal to market participants, that the poli-
cymakers are ready to walk the talk. Hence boosting 
much-needed investment.

(Taponeel Mukherjee heads Development Tracks, an 
infrastructure advisory firm. The views expressed are 

personal. He can be contacted at taponeel.mukherjee@
development-tracks.com or @Taponeel on Twitter)
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You’re a gregari-
ous person by nature, Aries, and today you 
might want to socialize and enjoy yourself. 
You could be overly concerned with your ap-

pearance, possibly because you wish to impress a cur-
rent or potential romantic partner. Don’t worry; they’ll 
think you look great. You could receive a lot of attention 
throughout the evening both from this person and oth-
ers, which will cement the bonds you feel with all your 
friends. Enjoy!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You may start 
the day feeling a little insecure about ev-
erything going on around you, Taurus. The 
increased pressures of work might have 

strained your nerves a little. However, a lot of love and 
attention from friends, children, and the special per-
son in your life should have you feeling better about 
everything in no time. In the evening, relax and watch 
a video with your mate!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Extra money may 
come your way today as a reward for work 
well done. Perhaps you’re getting a substan-
tial bonus, or maybe you’re slated for a sig-

nificant raise. Either way, Gemini, you’re going to be 
in pretty good financial shape. You’re going to be feel-
ing very optimistic about your future, and therefore 
your relations with others will be warm and congenial. 
Spend the evening celebrating!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You may attend 
a party or other group activity this evening, 
Cancer. However, you and the special some-
one in your life could well leave it early in 

order to steal some time for intimate conversation to-
gether. You should be looking and feeling great and be 
especially optimistic about your future and the future 
of your relationships. The future is looking extremely 
bright to you today.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You should feel exhil-
arated today, Leo. You might choose to chan-
nel some of this enthusiasm into decorating 
your home. Your aesthetic sense is sharp, as 

is your physical energy, so once you set upon a par-
ticular course of action, you aren’t likely to abandon it. 
Family members or others close to you may join you 
and create an atmosphere of strong companionship. 
Make an impromptu party of it. Get going, and enjoy 
yourself!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A lot of warm and 
loving communications could come your way 
today, Virgo. It could be in the form of letters, 
phone calls, emails, or texts Friends from far 

away whom you haven’t heard from in a long time could 
keep you busy catching up on the phone. Relations with 
family members or a partner are likely to be supportive 
and intimate today. With this, your appreciation of those 
in your life may be highlighted.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Good news! It 
looks as if money is coming your way. Per-
haps you’re getting a good bonus, or per-
haps you’ve received a good review and 

will be getting a substantial raise. Hearing about 
this will definitely boost your mood, Libra, and be-
cause you’re feeling good, you’ll be especially nice 
to those around you. They’ll reciprocate in kind. 
Enjoy your day!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Today you 
might experience, however briefly, the 
most intense and refined type of spiri-
tual love, Scorpio. Perhaps this is for a 

friend, child, lover, or maybe for all life forms on 
the planet. You’re also feeling especially artistic, 
so if you’ve been planning to make something as a 
gift, this is the time to do it. All signs bode well for 
other artistic projects as well. Go to it, and enjoy 
your day.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Today you 
might be feeling a very powerful and all-con-
suming love for everyone around you, and 
perhaps for all life forms in general. You’re 

also likely to be feeling romantic, passionate, and anx-
ious for the company of a love partner. Your imagina-
tion is flying high, Sagittarius, and you could be trying 
to find a gift for a loved one. You’re also feeling very 
spiritually inclined.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You could 
feel a lot of fond affection for everyone 
around you today, even those you normally 
might find irritating. Co-workers, friends, 

family, and the special person in your life are likely to 
be happier for having basked in this glow, and should 
reciprocate. You’re feeling especially generous, Cap-
ricorn, so buying gifts is likely to be on your agenda. 
Don’t forget to be kind to yourself, too.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Work may 
seem more like a drag than usual, as to-
day your thoughts are at home with family, 
friends, and your partner in life, Aquarius. 

You’re unlikely to concentrate on work, and you might 
reach for the phone constantly to seek a friendly voice. 
Images of beautiful objects may dance in your head. 
Don’t worry about your concentration. It will be back 
tomorrow!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Your natural 
sensitivity and compassion are given a pow-
erful impetus today by strong feelings of 
love and affection for everyone around you, 

Pisces. Therefore, you’re likely to give and receive a 
lot of expressions of affection, both overt and subtle. 
A significant other should feel especially romantic 
toward you, so relax and let him or her shower you 
with attention. Children could also prove a powerful 
source of support.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Dear Nagas,
It is only because of the grace of the Almighty God, the rights of 

the Nagas are protected till date for which we give thanks to Him. On 
this 63rd Republic Day of the Naga Nation, I on my own behalf and on 
behalf of the Naga National Council bring greetings and salute all the 
Nagas who are at home as well as in far away land in the services of the 
Nation.

Government of India had seen and is aware of the inalienable 
rights of the Nagas very well. Therefore, India is avoiding any peaceful 
and meaningful dialogue with the Nagas to settle the “Issue”. All these 
years, India has been provoking the Nagas with the intention to crush 
them through brute military power and thereby to invade and take 
over Nagaland.

The attempted invasion of Nagaland by the Indian Armed Forces 
had compelled the Naga National Council (NNC) to declare Nagaland 
as a Republic and accordingly formed the Federal government of Na-
galand (FGN) on 22nd March, 1956 and since that day, the Nagas have 
been defending Nagaland against Indian invasion. The war has been 
going on for the last 62 years.

It was not by our own power nor through our strength that the Na-
gas could fight the mighty Indian army in war or negotiate with the 
Indian Government during peace time thus far, but it was only because 
of our Almighty God’s plan and purpose for the Nagas. I have full faith 
and confidence that God’s plan is for Nagaland to be an independent 
sovereign nation among the nations of the world. It is because of this 
plan that God has granted wisdom to some of our leaders to lay down 
the foundation of our nationhood while the Indian and many of our 
neighbors were not aware of it. God has been our pillar and because of 
this, till date India could not defeat us!

However, in order to let the world know his strength and power 
and to test the patience and perseverance of the Nagas, God has been 
putting hurdles in our ways and in these tests, many Nagas had fallen 
and many had failed miserably.

The first and the most arduous hurdle faced by the Nagas thus far is 
the 16 – Point Agreement.

Government of India thought that Nagas can be easily intimidated 
to surrender with the sole objective to invade Nagaland. But on seeing 
the courage, resoluteness and toughness of the Nagas, they changed 
their approach. If the Indian Government is serious to solve the Naga 
issue through peaceful negotiation, then it should have negotiated with 
the parties which were struggling and fighting with the Indian Govern-
ment, the parties involved in the case, i.e. the Naga National Council 
and the Federal Government of Nagaland. Unfortunately, leaving aside 
the parties in the dispute the Government of India chose to negotiate 
with the “Naga People’s Convention” (NPC), a group nurtured by the 
Indian agents and signed the 16 – Point Agreement under the Indian 
Constitution which gave birth to the present illegitimate State of Na-
galand.

In signing the 16 – Point Agreement, the Indian Government has 
committed a serious blunder. The approach and the attitude of  the 
Indian Government towards the Nagas was very wrong. The agree-
ment instead of becoming a solution turned out to be an obstruction 
to the Naga issue. How can a solution be found without the involve-
ment of the parties engaged in the dispute? The Agreement has clearly 
indicated the evil designs of Indian Government. Through the agree-
ment, the Indian Government introduced the “Divide and Rule” policy 
and divided the Nagas. The Indian Government started to play with 
the Nagas through this State and in the process those who are within 
the Nagaland State are conveniently being used by India without their 
knowledge.

The Indian Government rewarded the present state to those who 
sided with them with the intention to take over the land under the 
guise of this statehood. Nevertheless, this statehood may turn out to 
be a trap, a snare and a poison for the Indian Government. This state-
hood may be a cause of embarrassment for the Indian Government in 
future. The Naga issue has no connection with the Indian Constitution, 
however, it was the Indian Government who connected the Naga issue 
with the Indian Constitution. On the basis of this, the Indian Govern-
ment has been occupying Nagaland for the last seven decades or so. 
Nonetheless, how long can they hold to this interpretation? Sooner or 
later the truth will be out.

The second hurdle for the Nagas was the “Shillong Accord” of 1975.
Through this Accord, the Naga National Workers which was once 

united under the umbrella of NNC and FGN was divided into two 
groups- ‘pro’ and ‘Anti’ Shillong Accord of NNC and FGN. Thereafter 
a group left NNC and FGN and formed the NSCN & GPRN. The na-
tional workers kept on disintegrating and now Naga National Work-
ers disintegrated into 9 (nine) different groups out of which presently 
seven groups are negotiating with the Indian Government. The current 
negotiation that is going on between the Government of India and the 
7 (Seven) Naga groups will at the most reach an “Interim Settlement” 
only, devoid of “Sovereignty” which is the basic issue to be addressed 
to.

In this scenario, nothing worthwhile can be achieved. It is a well 
known fact that Government of India will never settle the “Naga Issue” 
in the right perspective. Moreover with the disintegration of Nagas into 
various groups, humanly speaking, there is no hope.

However, thinking of the past and pondering upon the words of 
God, we still have hope of achieving our goal for our God is a God who 
does miracle when man failed and that is why we call him our God. 
Our God is the God who forced the Egyptian to let the Israelite go to 
Canaan, He can let the Nagas be free from the clutches of the Indian 
Government!

Therefore, I once again appeal to all the Nagas to have faith in God 
and keep on interceding with God for the Nagas. We will surely be vic-
torious one day.

Kuknalim
Gen.(Retd) Thinoselie M Keyho.

President
Naga National Council

My dear countrymen and women,
 On this historic occasion of the 63rd Naga Republic 

Day, I greet you all in the name of our Almighty God and 
take this opportunity to address you. I also pay my hom-
age and my deepest respect to the founding fathers of 
our nation through whose wisdom and vision our nation 
became a republic based on the historical and political 
rights. Our journey was not easy but the knowledge deep 
within each one of us that we are born to be free like any 
other nation of the world has withstood the test of time.

On this historic day in 1956, on 22nd March, Naga-
land became a Republic when the Naga National Coun-
cil convened the First Tatar Hoho Session which brought 
together the Free Nagas represented by the Hongking 
Government and the Naga National Council represent-
ing the then Naga Hills District which led to the estab-
lishment of the Federal Government of Nagaland. With 
the National Mandate entrusted to them in 1951 and ac-
knowledging that the Almighty God alone is the Supreme 
Sovereign over this whole world, and the authority of the 
people to be exercised on the territory is a sacred trust 
from God, our leaders established our National institu-
tion based on the modern principles and ideals of De-
mocracy, Justice, Liberty and Fraternity.

Today, as we commemorate 63 years of our existence 
as a republic and as we celebrate the courage of our vi-
sionary leaders who had guided and contributed to the 
formation of our nation, we must also rededicate our-
selves to follow in their footsteps, not lose focus on what 
we all hold dear to our hearts and redirect our minds to 
issues that are confronting us as a people and a nation.

We have to move forward in the best way possible to 
achieve our goal. The choice before us is to talk about our 
past and reminiscentp with regrets and avoid following 
the path charted for us or to place ourselves within the 
historical framework of the past by placing ourselves in it 
and follow the path till our historical rights are expressed 
in full freedom. What is becoming clear in this modern 
day world is that, we are divided in defining who we are 
and what we must be.

Rights, whether it be birth right or historical rights 
or political rights will not change anything until those 
rights are legitimately established. The Naga nationalism 
was founded on courage, the courage to believe that Na-
gas are different and unique as a people and as a nation 
founded on the historical and political reality of the time.

Our greatest enemy is not from without but from 
within, we still stand apart from each other because deep 
within us we are suspicious of one another. But there is 
still one hope left, the fact that we must travel back in 
time to the past to reclaim our rights that was declared 
in unity and trust and struggle together with pride and 
dignity.

We have been ruled and dominated against our will 
by a power that is selfish in nature and political in atti-
tude we must show that we have the moral strength, the 
power to suffer for truth. Civilization says; the past is al-
ways old and outdated whereas, advancement says, the 
new is always best! If our opponent would use its force to 
weaken our strength, that is not civilization- a civilized 
nation and world power as they aim to be must use its 
power to rescue and help the weak rather than build ha-
tred in the minds of those whose struggle to try to find a 
foot holds to their long cherished dream. If they persist 
to suppress our freedom as a nation we must muster our 
strength and acquire enough power to resist the intru-
sion.

In the midst of opposition and distrust we must be-
come stronger and more efficient and free ourselves from 
the suspicion which often permeates our mind leading 
us to become captives of our own actions. We have to 
overcome this and join hands to embark on the path of 
responsibility. There is a strong believe in our heart that 
there is a future before us and that, that future is waiting 
for those who are morally rich, determined and resolute 
enough to make it their own.

Knowledge and adaptation is important to survive as 
a nation but we must not import knowledge that would 
destroy the very fabric of our nationalism. The danger 
exists in attempting to popularize our national issues 
in the same plane of existential knowledge. A time may 
come when this may happen but we must stay strong 
and commit to the basics of what our leaders of yester-
day had envisioned and enshrined for us as a nation. Our 
history is our inheritance and to sell it would mean a to-
tal sell out of our rights!

Finally, may it be known that we do not live in other 
people’s space or time; our land, i.e., our space belongs to 
us and our history, i.e., our time is ours. What belongs to 
us and is ours cannot be crushed by might. Our strength 
lies in this and it will forever be until such time when we 
can all say, the end has come and a new beginning has 
begun.

My prayer is that God will give us the grace to help 
us to be patient in times of hardship and the wisdom to 
guide us in difficult times of hardship as we journey for-
ward.

May God bless you all and Kuknalim
Brig. (Retd) S. Singnya, Kedahge,

Federal Government of Nagaland

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!
I give thanks to the Almighty God who has brought 

me this far to stand before my people on this historic 
Naga Republic Day. I am deeply indebted to all who 
have firmly stood the ground in all times of trials and 
ordeals. The future of the Nagas is alive on account of 
you all.

I pay homage to the departed brothers and sis-
ters martyred for the cause. They are the worthy 
sons and daughters of the land, who indeed have 
paid the price in full.

We admit the fact that ours is one of the longest 
national resistance movements in the world history. 
It is a case of aggression by India and that the Nagas 
are the aggrieved. However, from the very beginning 
the Naga people have been looking for a negotiated 
settlement of the Indo-Naga political problem. Our 
past leaders met Mahatma Gandhi, the father of the 
Indian nation, for solving the problem through dia-
logue. It is so because the Nagas trust in a democrat-
ic principle of settlement of dispute through mutual 
consent and agreement, and that they are opposed 
to imposition of India’s will upon them, because im-
position of one’s will upon the other has never ever 
solved problems anywhere in history, it only aggra-
vates them.

The Nagas are definitely for a kind of agreement 
that is rooted in the principle of mutual respect and 
recognition of sovereign rights and territories. Above 
all, a solution that protects and guarantees their fu-
ture. History says no genuine and lasting solutions 
to any political problems have ever been brought by 
military might. All enduring solutions to the prob-
lems are arrived at only through bilateral dialogue 
and mutual agreements.

It is a fact that the Nagas are a brave people 
who can outmaneuver and outfight the enemies in 
military battles as proven in many battles we have 
fought and encountered. The stronger we have been 
oppressed and persecuted, the more resilient we 
have been in our resistance. We have endured the 
aggression of the enemies with clear conviction and 
firm determination. The undaunted fighting spirit 
of the Nagas is admired by many peoples, even by 
the enemies. And after decades of military cam-
paigns against the Nagas, the Indian army generals 
and political leaders finally stated, “Military solution 
is not possible.”

The Indian leaders though admitting the fact that 
they could never kill or subdue us with bullets have 
never stopped working to look for our Achilles heel. 
And so, they have changed their strategy from mili-
tary approach to that of business oriented approach. 
Sadly, many of our Naga brothers could not stand be-
fore the enemies’ beguiled quantum of money and 
tinsel positions. Thus, some of our leaders who were 
dealing with the issue and our future exchanged like 
the ‘bird for a termite.’ So, we must be well-equipped 
to understand our strong points and weak point as 
well.

We know we are a sovereign people by right, but 
knowing or shouting alone is not enough, it needs 
political articulation for recognition. We may say 
‘urra uvei’ (our land belongs to us), but that is not 
enough, it needs strategies to gain recognition.

Indeed, we should be grateful to our gracious 
Lord for He has been with us in the fighting front, 
in the diplomatic front and in the negotiating front 
from the very beginning. He has never ever forsaken 
the Nagas at any point of time. The Lord has been 
faithful to His word even when the Nagas deserted 
him betraying the cause. Had it not been for His sav-
ing grace, we might have been crushed by our en-
emies. Had it not been for His boundless love GoI 
and NSCN would have encountered difficulties 
coming together in a cordial mood in signing the 
historic ‘Framework Agreement.’ The Framework 
Agreement is the foundation of a new relationship 
between the two entities. It is a bridge that connects 
the two peoples. It will help dispel the doubts and 
fears nourished in the hearts of the two peoples 
against each other bundling up for decades. It will 
protect the future of the Nagas and guarantee the 
security of India. Betrayal to it will be an irreparable 
loss for both the parties.

Our military strength alone will not safeguard 
our future; our political wisdom and understand-
ing alone will not guarantee our future; our inherent 
right alone will not protect our future. We must fight 
with the invincible Spirit of the Lord; we must speak 
with the Spirit of the Lord; we must go with the Spirit 
of the Lord. Let us give thanks to the Lord and praise 
Him without ceasing for all the good works He has 
done for us. Let us renew our vows and reaffirm our 
decision and strive along. The long-cherished goal is 
now within our grasp.

Kuknalim!
Gen. (Retd) Kholi

Vice President, 
Government of the People’s Republic of Nagalim 

Dear Naga People,
In praise of our living God I on behalf of 

the Naga National Council salute the Naga 
people and the National Workers in partic-
ular on this auspicious Naga Republic Day, 
as our living God has given another peace-
ful year of celebration of National Day 
as we march on for the attainment of our 
freedom. And this is my prayer today that 
the living God bless our people and land for 
His glory in this part of our world. May our 
Lord Jesus Christ’s will and purpose prevail 
in the entire land of the Nagas and victory 
of  freedom come to our homeland.

I also bow down my head in prayer to 
God in remembrance of our Naga martyrs 
today for their self-less and sacrificial deeds 
for the cause of freedom. As we celebrate 
the day, let us the living remember the mar-
tyrs in our prayer, and also for their families 
in particular for blessings to be upon them.

The NNC today wish all of our well-
wishers and supporters far and near who 
stood strong morally and politically for 
Naga people and also for constant prayer to 
God for Naga freedom.

Today on this occasion I must say that 
the Government of India has come forward 
to have honest and sincere negotiation with 
the majority of the Naga National Political 
Groups recognising the historical and polit-
ical rights of the Naga people to self deter-
mine their future in consonance with their 
distinct identity, and the two entities (GOI 
& NNPGs) are working out the relationship 
in consonance with contemporary realities.

Therefore, the two entities should work 
to establish and consolidate new relations 
and foster cooperation on common inter-
est, which are in each entity and mutual 
best interest, and the competencies must 
be negotiated in accordance with the prin-
ciples of the November 17th, 2017 honora-
ble agreement. Since the Naga people have 
the right of self defense against any force 
that threatens the Naga people’s identity, 
historical and political rights and right to 
self-determination. The two entities must 
take all appropriate measures to restore 
security, peace and good -will between the 
Government of India and the Naga people 
in conformity with the honorable agree-
ment. The Naga people must be responsi-
ble for all security matters within its terri-
torial jurisdiction and take necessary and 
appropriate measures to safeguard both 
the entities security concerns.

The Naga people also must have the 
right to pursue and develop international 
relations and foreign policy based on the 
Naga people’s identity, historical and politi-
cal rights, right to self determination and in 
consonance with the agreement between 
the two entities. Therefore the citizens of 
Nagaland must have a distinct passport in-
dicative of their distinct identity and their 
historical and political rights. Where possi-
ble, the Naga people must have the right to 
represent themselves as a distinct entity in 
the international arena.

The Naga people must also have the 
right to develop and introduce their own 
immigration policy, grant visas to visitors 
traveling into Nagaland, levy of custom 
duties and introduce mechanisms to pur-
sue and achieve such objectives. The Naga 
people also must have a Foreign Secretariat 
to establish, to liaison with the Ministry of 
External Affairs of Government of India to 
pursue, discuss and develop better under-
standing and cooperation within the terms 
of the agreement.

The Naga people must also have the 
right to create, establish and pursue their 
own communication policies in accord-
ance to their requirements and purposes. 
The Nagas have every right to have their 
own flag to represent their distinct iden-
tity.

The Naga people sincerely hope and 
pray that the largest democracy India will 
honestly resolve the seven long decades of 
political problem amicably with honorable 
and acceptable agreement between the 
Naga people and the Government of India 
for peace and development in the Region.

Kuknalim.
Z. Royim Yimchungrii

Acting President of Naga National Council  
(Parent Body)

Speeches from Various Groups on ‘Naga Republic Day’
Naga National Council Federal Government of Nagaland NSCN/GPRN
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In this picture provided by Indian Railway Ministry, shows a rail locomotive plant where India’s first 12,000 Horsepower electric engine 
is being produced, at Madhepura in Bihar. The trail of prototype locomotive is planned in May and is expected to be put in service by 
July 2018. 

PTI

NEWS IN BRIEF
Delhi Assembly passes resolution 
for probe into SSC scam
New Delhi, March 21 (IANS): The Delhi Assembly 
on Wednesday passed a resolution demanding 
a Supreme Court-monitored CBI probe into all 
exams conducted by the Staff Selection Commission 
(SSC) from 2016, following an alleged scam in an 
examination. The resolution was moved by AAP MLA 
Pankaj Pushkar and later passed by the Assembly. 
The resolution also demanded a white paper on the 
real condition of businesses and creation of jobs in 
the country.

Himachal CM announced ex 
gratia for Mosul victms
Shimla, March 21 (IANS): Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Jai Ram Thakur on Wednesday announced 
Rs 400,000 each to the next of kin of four people 
belonging to the state who were abducted by the 
ISIS in Iraq’s Mosul in 2014 and subsequently 
killed. Expressing condolences, Thakur, who talked 
to family members on the phone, said the state 
government was with them at the hour of distress. 
Thakur said the tragedy was not only unfortunate 
but also an inhumane act of brutality which should 
be condemned by one and all.

SC directs Jaypee Associates to 
deposit INR 200 cr.
New Delhi, March 21 (IANS): The Supreme Court 
on Wednesday directed the Jaypee Associates 
to deposit Rs 200 crore as a part payment of the 
amount required to pay the principal amount to 
2,800 home buyers seeking refund. A bench of Chief 
Justice Dipak Misra, Justice A.M. Khanwilkar and 
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud said that Rs 100 crore 
would be deposited by April 15 and the remaining 
Rs 100 crore by May 10. Directing the next hearing 
of the matter on April 15 to see whether its order 
has been complied with, the court said that the 
amount so collected would be distributed to the 
home buyers seeking refund on pro rata basis. The 
court also stayed all notices for demands raised by 
the developers to the home buyers seeking refund 
of their money.

Militant, five security men killed 
as Kupwara gunfight continues
Srinagar, March 21 (IANS): At least three soldiers, two 
policemen and a militant were killed on Wednesday 
as the gunfight in Jammu and Kashmir’s Kupwara 
district entered its second day officials said. The 
gunfight broke out on Tuesday inside Halmatpora 
forest area of Kupwara, about 110 km from Srinagar 
city. On Tuesday, four militants were killed in the 
gunfight and another one on Wednesday. A senior 
police official said the forest area was cordoned off 
by joint contingents of army and police late Tuesday 
following intelligence information about presence 
of militants. Authorities have rushed additional 
reinforcements to the forest area to take on militants.

BJP leader gets life 
imprisonment for murder
Ranchi, March 21 (IANS): A fast track court in 
Jharkhand’s Ramgarh district on Wednesday awarded 
11 people, including a BJP leader, life imprisonment 
for killing a person on charges of carrying beef. 
According to a lawyer, the court convicted 11 people 
including BJP’s Nityanand Mahto on March 16. A mob 
killed Alimuddin on charges of carrying of carrying 
beef in Ramgarh district on June 29 last year. The trial 
was monitored by the Jharkhand High Court.  During 
the trial, the prosecutor produced 19 witnesses and 
59 documents. The accused were convicted under 
different sections of the Indian Penal Code

Student suicide: Constable 
suspended over wrong FIR
Noida, March 21 (IANS): A constable was suspended 
on Wednesday for registering a case under wrong 
sections of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) in a case 
pertaining to the suicide of a 15-year-old school 
student here, an official said. The deceased was 
a Class 9 student at Ahlcon Public School in 
Delhi’s Mayur Vihar. The parents alleged that their 
daughter told her that some teachers used to touch 
her inappropriately and she feared she would be 
failed for resisting their moves. She also reportedly 
told her parents that she was unable to focus on 
studies as she knew that she would be ultimately 
failed however hard she tried to pass the exam.  The 
police have since registered a case under Sections 
306 and 506 of the IPC and the POCSO (Protection 
of Children from Sexual Offences) Act, an official 
told IANS. The Uttar Pradesh Police constable was 
suspended because he did not include POCSO in the 
First Information Report, police sources said. 

India to open 18 new missions 
in Africa
New Delhi, March 21 (IANS): The Union Cabinet on 
Wednesday approved opening of 18 new missions 
in Africa over a four-year period to enhance India’s 
diplomatic outreach in the continent. The decision, 
taken at the cabinet meeting chaired by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, will take the number of 
Resident Indian Missions in Africa from 29 to 47.  An 
official release said the missions, to be opened in four 
year period 2018-2021, will be opened in Burkina 
Faso, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Chad, Republic of the 
Congo, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Guinea, 
Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Mauritania, Rwanda, Sao 
Tome& Principe, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Swaziland 
and Togo. The decision is in accordance with the 
commitments of India-Africa Forum Summit (IAFS-
III) held in New Delhi in 2015.

Lightning kills four in UP
Lucknow, March 21 (IANS): Four persons were killed 
and three others injured in separate incidents of 
lightning strikes in Uttar Pradesh’s Saharanpur district 
on Wednesday, police said. The weather suddenly 
changed around noon and lightning struck at many 
places, an official said. The other incident occurred 
at Shastri Nagar where Reena Gupta had gone to the 
roof to pick up clothes as it was about to rain. She was 
struck by lightning and died on the spot.

Another bank fraud of INR 824 
cr. involving Chennai jeweller

Congress denies link, 
slams BJP for lying

Bengaluru may soon run out of water — Study

Jail term for doctors, chemists 
if they don’t report TB

Iron horses

Chennai, March 21 (IANS): In yet 
another fraud played on banks, a 
Chennai-based jeweller Kanishk 
Gold Pvt Ltd (KGPL) has been ac-
cused of defrauding a consortium 
of 14 banks led by the State Bank of 
India (SBI) to the tune of Rs 824.15 
crore in the form of loans that have 
now been declared as non-perform-
ing asset (NPA).

It is apprehended that the Direc-
tors of the KGPL, Bhoopesh Kumar 
Jain, and his wife Neeta Jain may 
have fled the country.

Unlike the scam involving dia-
mond jeweller Nirav Modi and 
Mehul Choksi of the Gitanjali Group 
worth Rs 13,540 crore, in which 
Letters of Undertaking (LoUs) were 
used, the KGPL allegedly resorted 
to falsifying records and financial 
statements to get loans from the 
banks over a 10 year period begin-
ning 2008. 

Taking cognizance of SBI com-
plaint in January this year, the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation (CBI) on 
Wednesday filed an FIR against the 
KGPL, its directors, its auditors Tejraj 
Achha, Ajay Kumar Jain, Sumit Kedia 
and other unknown persons.

The agency also conducted 
searches at KGPL’s office as well as 
official and residential premise of 
other accused persons at various 
places in Chennai. 

“A case has been registered in the 
bank fraud. The accused persons 
have been contacted and asked to 
join investigation,” said CBI spokes-
person Abhishek Dayal.

The SBI, which tops the list with 
Rs 240 crore of loans, is followed by 
Punjab National Bank (PNB) (Rs 128 
crore), Bank of India (Rs 46 crore), 
IDBI (Rs 49 crore), Syndicate Bank 
(Rs 54 crore), Union Bank (Rs 53 
crore), Uco Bank (Rs 45 crore), Cen-
tral Bank (Rs 22 crore), Corporation 
Bank (Rs 23 crore), Bank of Baroda 

(Rs 32 crore), Tamil Nadu Mercan-
tile Bank (Rs 27 crore), HDFC (Rs 27 
crore), ICICI Bank (Rs 27 crore) and 
Andhra Bank (Rs 32 crore).

In its complaint, the SBI cited a 
forensic audit conducted into the 
accounts of the company and found 
that the KGPL and its directors in 
collusion with the statuatory audi-
tors had been misrepresenting and 
falsifying records with a clear crimi-
nal and malafide intent to cheat and 
defraud the banks. 

The KGPL was accused of show-
ing a rosy picture since 2009 for the 
purpose of availing credit facilities 
from the bank and thereby com-
mitted criminal breach of trust and 
cheated the lenders. 

“The facts and circumstances 
and the admission by the Manag-
ing Director of the company also 
confirms the removal of the stocks 
secured to the lenders without the 
knowledge of the lenders and there-
by committed criminal misap-
propriation of secured assets and 
cheated the lenders.

“It is also revealed that the KGPL 
and its Directors have diverted the 
funds detrimental to the rights and 
interests of the banks. The account 
has been classified as the NPA as 
per the extant guidelines of the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) by all the 
lenders of the consortium,” said the 
complaint by G.D. Chandrasekhar, 
General Manager, SBI Mid Corpo-
rate Regional Office, Chennai. 

The forensic audit revealed that 
the statutory auditors and stock 
auditors had failed to record the 
deficiencies in the financial records 
and asset registers of the company 
which have adversely affected the 
banks interests. 

The forensic audit also revealed 
various discrepancies in the form of 
over valuation of the stocks and in-
correct quantity of stock in the stock 

valuation workings records main-
tained by the company. The com-
pany had not maintained proper 
records for the movement of goods 
among other things. 

The total loss to the banks due to 
the fraud is to the tune of Rs 824.15 
crore (outstanding as on December 
12, 2017) plus accrued interest from 
January this year. The security avail-
able with the bank to cover the loss 
is to the tune of around Rs 158.65 
crore being the realisable value of 
the immovable properties, plant and 
machinery charged to the lenders. 

The SBI complaint said in the 
joint lenders forum meeting on No-
vember 8 last year it was decided to 
proceed with the filing of complaint 
with the CBI after declaring the loan 
account as fraud. 

The complaint said sign of sick-
ness was noticed in the company 
delayed servicing interest for March 
2017 in respect of eight members 
banks.

Further, the complaint said, 
interest was not paid for all the 
member banks for April 2017. The 
promoter was unavailable for follow-
up. When the stock audit was initi-
ated in April 2017 for the proceeding 
quarter, the KGPL did not facilitate 
stocks and receivables audit process. 

Subsequently, in May last year, 
consortium members visited the cor-
porate office, factory and showrooms 
and found that there was no activity. 

On the same day, Bhoopesh 
Kumar Jain gave a letter admitting 
falsification of records since 2009 
and removal of the stocks secured to 
the lenders. 

Joint inspection was again con-
ducted and it was observed that 
there was no activity and no stock 
in the factory. The showrooms at 
the other centres were also found 
locked during visits by consortium 
members. 

New Delhi, March 21 
(IANS): The Congress on 
Wednesday denied links 
to a political data ana-
lytics firm that has been 
accused of stealing data 
to allegedly influence the 
electoral process while 
accusing the BJP of having 
availed its services in 2010.

“The Congress or its 
President have never used 
or hired the services of 
Cambridge Analytica,” 
said Congress communi-
cations incharge Randeep 
Singh Surjewala, hours 
after Law Minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad accused 
the party of compromising 
national security by roping 
in the firm to run its 2019 
election campaign.

“This is fake agenda, 
a white lie being dished 
out on fake facts by the 
Law Minister. And this 
has become a daily order 
with Prasad,” he said, al-
leging that it was actually 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) and its ally Janata 
Dal-United which used 
the services of Cambridge 
Analytica in 2010. 

For this, he cited the 
firm, saying on its website, 
that it “was contracted 
to undertake an indepth 
electoral analysis for Bi-
har assembly elections in 
2010”.

“If the company does 
manipulation, why were 
the BJP and the JD-U using 
it. But in his pack of lies, he 
forgot to tell the truth,” the 
Congress leader said, ac-

cusing the BJP of seeking 
to divert attention from ur-
gent issues through “fake 
news”.

“The BJP’s factory of 
fake news has produced 
one more fake product 
today to divert attention 
of the people. When the 
country was asking ques-
tions about the 39 Indians 
killed in Iraq, to divert at-
tention from the issues of 
Dalit and Adivasis, to divert 
the attention from Rahulji’s 
visit to Karnataka, they 
came up with another lie.

The Congress also said 
that company’s (Cam-
bridge Analytica) India 
partner is Ovelina Busi-
ness Intelligence, which 
is being run by the son 
of a JD-U MP, while the 
LinkedIn profile of Himan-
shu Sharma, who is the 
Vice President of OBI, lists 
achievements like achiev-
ing Mission 272+ for the 
BJP and elections in other 
states.

Surjewala also said that 
during Delhi Assembly 
election, the services of the 
company were used by the 
BJP and asked party chief 
Amit Shah to clarify on 
this issue.

The BJP alleged that 
the firm had been found 
involved in data manipu-
lation and warned that any 
attempt to misuse social 
media to influence India’s 
electoral process would 
not be tolerated.

Prasad said that ana-
lytics firm is accused of 
using bribes and sex work-
ers to entrap politicians 
and stealing data from 
Facebook.

Bengaluru, March 21 (IANS): 
India’s tech hub, Bengaluru, 
may soon run out of water like 
Cape Town in South Africa, 
which is facing a severe water 
crisis, a statement from the 
Centre for Science and Environ-
ment (CSE) said on Wednesday.

“Bengaluru is one of the 10 
metropolitan cities in the world 
that are quickly moving towards 
‘Day Zero’ (when the cities will 
completely run out of water),” 
said the statement quoting a 
study by the CSE’s “Down To 
Earth” magazine.

Beijing (China), Mexico City 
(Mexico), Sanaa (Yemen), Nai-
robi (Kenya), Istanbul (Turkey), 
Sao Paulo (Brazil), Karachi (Pa-
kistan), Buenos Aires (Argen-
tina) and Kabul (Afghanistan) 
are the other nine cities that 
may soon run out of water, the 
study mentioned.

While the number of wa-
ter bodies in Bengaluru has 
reduced by 79 per cent due to 
unplanned urbanisation and 
encroachment, the built-up 
area has gone up from 8 per cent 
in 1973 to 77 per cent, it stated.

According to the study, the 
city’s water table went down 
from 10-12 metres to 76-91 me-
tres in 20 years, while the extrac-
tion wells have gone up from 
5,000 to 4.5 lakhs in 30 years 
owing to increasing population.

The city’s over 10 million 
population is estimated to reach 
20.3 million by 2031, growing 3.5 
per cent annually, the study said.

“Bengaluru uses only half of 
its treatment capacity to treat 
waste and a substantial amount 
(of waste) is dumped into its 
waterbodies,” it noted.

Cape Town, one of the rich-
est cities in South Africa, has 
been facing an extreme water 
shortage since 2017, with a 
below-average rainfall since 
2015 that has dried up the city’s 
reservoirs.

Experts estimate Cape Town 
will reach “Day Zero” within a 
few months, when the city’s taps 
will go dry, forcing citizens to 
collect water rations from trucks 
for daily use.

Bengaluru, too, has been 
facing water shortage in several 
of its suburbs with severely pol-

luted lakes.
Bellandur Lake, the larg-

est in the city’s southeast sub-
urb, has seen frothing due to 
toxic substances flowing into it 
through an untreated sewage 
system from chemical factories 
and housing colonies around it.

The study also found that 
200 cities in the world are fast 
running out of water.

“Thirty-six per cent of cit-
ies in the world will face water 
crisis by 2050, with urban water 
demand expected to go up by 80 
per cent,” it added.

INR 122 cr average worth of 63 Rajya Sabha candidates
New Delhi, March 21 
(IANS): An overwhelm-
ing majority of the 63 
candidates (87 per cent) 
in the fray for the coming 
Rajya Sabha elections 
are crorepatis with an 
average worth of Rs 122 
crore, an analysis of the 
candidates self-sworn af-
fidavits has revealed.

Although 55 out of the 
63 candidates are crore-
patis (with assets over 
Rs. 1 crore), the average 
worth has spiked thanks 
to a few very high worth 
candidates, according to 
the analysis by the As-
sociation for Democratic 
Reforms (ADR).

The richest candidate  
— and most likely to-be 

parliamentarian — is Ma-
hendra Prasad of Janata 
Dal United (JD-U) with 
total assets worth a whop-
ping Rs 4,078 crore. Pras-
ad is distantly followed by 
actress Jaya Bachchan of 
Samajwadi Party who de-
clared total assets worth 
Rs 1,001 crore. 

B.M. Farooq of Janata 
Dal-Secular (worth Rs 
766 crore), Abishek Manu 
Singhvi of the Congress 
(worth Rs 649 crore) and 
C.M. Ramesh of Telugu 
Desam Party (worth Rs 
258 crore) are the other 
richest candidates in the 
fray, the analysis revealed.

In contrast, Achyutan-
anda Samananta of Biju 
Janata Dal is the poorest 

candidate with total as-
sets worth Rs 4 lakh only. 
The second lowest worth 
candidate is Samir Oraon 
of Bharatiya Janata Party 
with Rs 18 lakh worth of 
total assets.

Among the major par-
ties, 26 out of 29 (90 per 
cent) candidates from 
BJP, 10 out of 11 (91 per 
cent) candidates from 
Congress, three out of 
four (75 per cent) can-
didates from Trinamool 
Congress, three out of 
three (100 per cent) can-
didates from Telangana 
Rashtra Samiti, two out 
of two (100 per cent) can-
didates from JD-U and 
one candidate (100 per 
cent) from Samajwadi 

Party have declared as-
sets worth more than Rs 
1 crore.

Partywise, the average 
net worth of each candi-
date of the 29 candidates 
of the BJP is Rs 16 crore 
while that of the 11 can-
didates of the Congress is 
Rs 66 crore. 

The four Trinamool 
candidates have the low-
est average worth of Rs 
1 crore, matched by the 
sole candidate of the 
Communist Party of In-
dia-Marxist. 

Eight out of 63 candi-
date shave serious crimi-
nal charges against them 
such as kidnapping, at-
tempt to murder and rob-
bery etc, the report said.

New Delhi, March 21 
(IANS): A week after Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
vowed to wipe out tuber-
culosis (TB) from India 
by 2025, the government 
has announced stringent 
steps including jail terms 
for doctors, hospital staff 
and chemists if they fail to 
report TB cases.

The Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare in a 
notification said clinical 
establishments (hospitals 
and clinics in all recognised 
systems of medicine), doc-
tors, chemists and drug-
gists “shall notify every tu-
berculosis patient to local 
public health authority” in 
a prescribed format.

The Health Ministry 
has introduced provision 
for jail terms of up to two 
years if the major stake-
holders in the fight against 
TB fail to report such cases 
to the nodal officer and if 
the health staff fail to take 
appropriate action on get-
ting the information.

“The Clinical Estab-
l ishment,  Pharmacy, 
Chemist and Druggist, 
failing to notify a tubercu-
losis patient to the nodal 
officer ... and local pub-
lic health staff of general 
health system of rural or 
urban local bodies, not 
taking appropriate public 
health action on receiv-
ing tuberculosis patient 
notification ... may attract 
the provisions of sections 
269 and 270 of the Indian 
Penal Code (45 of 1860),” 
said the Health Ministry.

Section 269 relates to 
“Negligent act likely to 
spread infection of disease 
dangerous to life”, and pro-

vides for imprisonment of 
up to six months or fine, 
or both. And Section 270 
on “Malignant act likely to 
spread infection of disease 
dangerous to life” has pro-
vision for jail term of up to 
two years or fine, or both.

The ministry said tu-
berculosis is a dangerous 
epidemic disease, threat to 
life and is a major public 
health problem accounting 
for substantial morbidity 
and mortality in the coun-
try. Early diagnosis and 
complete treatment is the 
corner-stone of TB preven-
tion and control strategy.

“To ensure proper TB 
diagnosis and its manage-
ment in patients and their 
contacts and to reduce TB 
transmission and further 
to address the problems of 
emergence and spread of 
Drug Resistant-Tuberculo-
sis, it is essential to collect 
complete information of 
all TB patients,” it said.

The notification fur-
ther said that a secure web 
portal would be made 
available by the Central 
Tuberculosis Division to all 
practitioners, clinical es-
tablishments, pharmacies, 
chemists, druggists and 
patients for online submis-
sion of information.

“For TB patients noti-
fied from medical labora-
tory, chemist and self-no-
tification by tuberculosis 
patients, staff of public 
health system will gather 
information to complete 
notification which include 
basis of diagnosis, site of 
disease, history of anti-
tubercular treatment and 
classify type of TB patient,” 
the ministry added.

Data breach
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 Afghan firefighters clean up the site of a deadly suicide bombing near Kabul University, in Kabul, Afghani-
stan, Wednesday, March 21, 2018. The suicide bomber struck on the road to a Shiite shrine in Afghanistan’s 
capital, killing at least 29 people as Afghans celebrated the Persian new year, an official said.

IS suicide bomber 
kills 29 as Afghans 
celebrate new year

Myanmar’s president, a close friend of Suu Kyi, retires

Boko Haram releases 76 abducted schoolgirls — Govt.

Sri Lanka Opposition submits 
no-confidence motion against PM

14 killed in road 
accidents in Pak

Scotland Yard’s Indian-origin chief 
launches new anti-terror campaign

Death toll from market attack in Syrian capital rises to 44

Canadian mathematician 
Robert Langlands wins 
Abel Prize for 2018

Kabul, March 21 (PTI/AP): 
An Islamic State suicide 
bomber struck on the road 
to a Shiite shrine in Af-
ghanistan’s capital today, 
killing at least 29 people 
as Afghans celebrated the 
Persian new year.

The Public Health 
Ministry said another 52 
people were wounded in 
the attack, which was car-
ried out by a bomber on 
foot.

The Is lamic State 
group claimed the attack 
in an online statement, 
according to the SITE In-

telligence Group, which 
monitors jihadi websites. 
IS said the attack targeted 
“a gathering of Shiites cel-
ebrating Nauruz.” 

The Persian new year, 
known in Afghanistan 
as Nauruz, is a national 
holiday, and the coun-
try’s minority Shiites typi-
cally celebrate by visiting 
shrines.

The Sunni extremists 
of IS have repeatedly tar-
geted Shiites, who they 
view as apostates deserv-
ing of death.

The attack took place 

near Kabul University 
and a government hos-
pital, around one kil-
ometer away from the 
Sakhi shrine, where peo-
ple were gathered to cel-
ebrate the new year, said 
Gen. Daud Amin, Kabul’s 
police chief.

Daud said the attacker 
managed to slip past po-
lice checkpoints set up 
along the road. He said an 
investigation into the se-
curity breach is underway, 
and that anyone found to 
have neglected his duties 
would be punished.

Yangon, March 21 (PTI/AP): My-
anmar’s president, a close friend 
of leader Aung San Suu Kyi, said 
today that he was retiring, a move 
that puts a representative of the 
country’s already powerful mili-
tary at least temporarily in a posi-
tion of executive power.

An announcement posted on 
the Facebook page of the Myan-
mar President Office said 71-year-
old Htin Kyaw would step down 
because he wished to take a rest.

It follows reports that he suf-
fered ill health that forced him to 
travel abroad for medical care at 
least twice in the past year.

The statement said his post 
would be filled within seven work-
ing days, in line with the constitu-
tion.

Htin Kyaw, who became presi-
dent in 2016, was Myanmar’s first 
elected civilian president and 
head of its first government to be 
elected in free and fair polls since 
a 1962 military coup.

After he became president, 
Suu Kyi became Myanmar’s de 
facto leader when she was named 
state counsellor, a position creat-

ed for the country’s once-leading 
voice for democracy because she’s 
constitutionally banned from the 
presidency.

A clause in the charter bars 
anyone with a foreign spouse or 
child from holding the job. Suu 
Kyi’s two sons are British, as was 
her late husband.

By mutual agreement, Htin 
Kyaw acted as a proxy for Suu Kyi, 
who is also foreign minister. Suu 
Kyi had explained publicly, and to 
public approval, that she would be 
“above the president.” 

Htin Kyaw was “a constitution-
al president whose role and pow-
ers were reduced to that of a fig-
urehead,” said analyst Khin Zaw 
Win, director of the Tampadipa 
Institute, a policy advocacy group.

“The new president, whoever 
he is, needs to take a firmer stand 
and not let the (state counsel-
lor) do everything,” he said in an 
email.

He added that Htin Kyaw’s 
stepping down was widely ex-
pected because of his health, but 
that “there won’t be much of an 
impact unless his successor pro-

vides some unexpected surprises, 
good or bad.” 

Myanmar has two vice presi-
dents, and according to its con-
stitution, 66-year-old First Vice 
President Myint Swe will serve as 
acting president.

He was nominated for vice 
president by the military, which 
retains great influence even in the 
elected civilian government be-
cause it is guaranteed 25 percent 
of the seats in parliament as well 
as the three key security portfolios 
in the Cabinet.

Myint Swe, a former lieuten-
ant general, was chief of military 
affairs security under the former 
military government, a position 
important enough to put him on 
a US Treasury Department black-
list in 2007 with restrictions on 
travel and financial transactions, 
imposed because of the junta’s 
anti-democratic activities.

He and others were taken off 
the list in late 2016 as a gesture of 
support from Washington to Suu 
Kyi’s government, installed ear-
lier that year. Myint Swe was also 
regarded as being close to Senior 

Gen. Than Shwe, who headed the 
last military government.

When a vote is taken for a new 
president by both houses of par-
liament, the choice will be among 
Myint Swe, Second Vice President 
Henry Van Thio, who was nomi-
nated by the upper house of par-
liament, and a third candidate to 
be put forward by the lower house, 
which had nominated Htin Kyaw. 
Van Thio is a member of Myan-
mar’s Chin ethnic minority.

The strong majority held by 
Suu Kyi’s party allowed it to name 
Htin Kyaw president in 2016 and 
should put its new choice, whoev-
er it may be, back in the job again 

However, there is the possibil-
ity of disruption, said Khin Zaw 
Win.

“The military was opposed to 
the creation of the (state counsel-
lor) post right from the beginning. 
It has been a festering resentment 
all along,” he said. 

“And also keep in mind that 
the new president might have to 
take over totally from Aung San 
Suu Kyi. Her future is neither rosy 
nor assured.” 

Abuja, March 21 (PTI/
AFP): Boko Haram jihad-
ists have released 76 of the 
110 schoolgirls who were 
abducted from the north-
eastern town of Dapchi in 
February, the government 
said in a statement today.

Information Minister 
Lai Mohammed said “the 
76 are those who have been 
documented”, adding that 
the release of the abducted 
students “is ongoing”.

The schoolgirls were re-
turned to Dapchi by Boko 
Haram early Wednesday 
morning following negotia-
tions between the Nigerian 

government and the mili-
tant group.

The number of freed 
girls may increase “because 
the girls were not handed 
over to anyone but dropped 
off in Dapchi,” he said. Ba-
shir Manzo, who heads a 
parents’ support group in 

“The girls have been 
brought back. They were 
brought in nine vehicles 
and dropped outside the 
school at about 8:00 am 
(0700 GMT),” Manzo said.

The Dapchi kidnapping 
on February 19 conjured 
painful memories of a simi-
lar abduction in Chibok in 

April 2014, when more than 
200 girls were taken.

That brought Boko Har-
am -- whose name trans-
lates from Hausa as “West-
ern education is forbidden” 
-- worldwide notoriety at 
a time when it controlled 
swathes of territory in Niger-
ia’s northeast. Boko Haram 
is increasingly using kid-
napping as a means to fund 
their operations in Nigeria 
and the remote Lake Chad 
region. The jihadist uprising 
has claimed some 20,000 
lives and forced at least 2.6 
million to flee their homes 
since 2009. 

Colombo, March 21 (PTI): Former Sri 
Lankan President Mahinda Rajapak-
sa-backed Joint Opposition today 
submitted a no-confidence motion 
against Prime Minister Ranil Wick-
remesinghe, accusing him of financial 
mismanagement and failing to tackle 
anti-Muslim riots early this month in 
central Kandy district.

The motion was handed over to 
Speaker Karu Jayasuriya, a spokesman 
for the Joint Opposition (JO) said.

He said 51 members of the JO 
and four legislators from President 
Maithripala Sirisena’s Sri Lanka Free-
dom Party (SLFP) had signed the 
motion.

The motion calls for the removal of 
Wickremesinghe for appointing a non 
Sri Lankan as the governor of the Cen-
tral Bank, allegedly protecting those 
responsible for the Central Bank Bond 
issues scam and failing in his duty as 
the law and order minister to tackle 
anti-Muslim riots early this month.

Wickremesinghe, 68, was recently 

replaced as law and order minister 
after clashes erupted in the central 
Kandy district.

Anti-Muslim violence in the is-
land’s central hills Kandy and Ampara 
districts left three people dead.

Despite the JO’s claim that some 
members of Wickremesinghe’s United 
National Party (UNP) would sign the 
motion, no member of the prime min-
ister’s party signed the motion.

Since Rajapaksa’s new party de-
feated the ruling coalition in the 
February 10 local council election, 
pressure has mounted on Wickremes-
inghe to resign.

Sirisena is reportedly making 
overtures to Rajapaksa to join hands 
to sack Wickremesinghe.

Responding to the ongoing feud 
between Sirisena and Wickremesing-
he, senior ministers Rajitha Senaratne 
and Champika Ranawaka had urged 
the two leaders to work out a com-
promise to further the government of 
national unity.

Islamabad/Peshawar, March 21 
(PTI): At least 14 people have been 
killed in two separate road acci-
dents in Pakistan, including one 
near the Line of Control in PoK.

In the first incident, five per-
sons were killed and 13 others in-
jured when a pickup truck veered 
off the road and plunged into a 
ravine in the mountainous region 
of north west Pakistan yesterday.

The accident occurred at Sha-
rono Hill in Shangla district of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa when driver 
lost control over the vehicle which 
fell into the ravine, police said.

At least nine persons, includ-
ing four women, were killed today 
and five other injured when a jeep 
fell into a ravine near the Line 
of Control in Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir.

The vehicle was going to Cha-
kothi from Shah Kanja village 
when it met with the accident near 
Dakhan area of the Jhelum Valley.

London, March 21 (PTI): Scotland 
Yard’s newly appointed Indian-origin 
counter-terrorism chief, Neil Basu, 
has launched a new campaign to urge 
the public to help in the fight against 
terrorism.

The Metropolitan Police Assist-
ant Commissioner of Specialist Op-
erations revealed that last year more 
than a fifth of reports from the public 
produced intelligence which is help-
ful to police.

“Since the beginning of 2017, 
we have foiled 10 Islamist and four 
right-wing terror plots, and there 
is no doubt in my mind that would 
have been impossible to do without 
relevant information from the pub-
lic,” Basu said at the launch of Action 
Counters Terrorism (ACT) campaign 
in London yesterday.

“We have been saying for some 
time now that communities defeat 
terrorism, and these figures demon-
strate just how important members 
of the public are in the fight to keep 
our country safe,” he noted.

According to the police data, of 
the nearly 31,000 public reports to 
the Met Police’s Counter Terrorism 
(CT) Policing unit during 2017, more 
than 6,600 (21.2 per cent) resulted 
in useful intelligence information 
which is used by UK officers to inform 
live investigations or help build an 
intelligence picture of an individual 
or group.

Research carried out by CT Polic-
ing suggests that while more than 80 
per cent of people are motivated to 
report suspicious activity or behav-
iour, many are unclear exactly what 
they should be looking for.

The ACT campaign, accompa-
nied by a 60-second film based on 
real life foiled plots, aims to educate 
the public about terrorist attack plan-
ning and reinforce the message that 
any piece of information, no matter 
how small, could make the difference.

“Like other criminals, terrorists 
need to plan and that creates oppor-
tunities for police and the security 
services to discover and stop these 

attacks before they happen. But 
we need your help to exploit these 
opportunities, so if you see or hear 
something unusual or suspicious 
trust your instincts and ACT by re-
porting it in confidence by phone or 
online,” Basu said.

He detailed some forms of suspi-
cious activity, which could involve 
someone buying or storing chemi-
cals, fertilisers or gas cylinders for no 
obvious reasons, or receiving deliver-
ies for unusual items, or someone 
embracing extremist ideology, or 
searching for such material online.

UK Security Minister Ben Wallace 
added: “The police’s fantastic ACT 
campaign is rightly highlighting the 
vital part that communities are play-
ing in defending this country against 
terrorism. 

“The public should remain alert, 
but not alarmed, and I urge anyone 
who is worried about suspicious 
behaviour and activity to follow this 
advice and report their concerns to 
the police.”

Beirut, March 21 (PTI/AP): The 
death toll from an insurgent mor-
tar assault on a Damascus market 
has risen to 44, state media said 
today, making it one of the deadli-
est attacks in the capital since the 
start of Syria’s seven-year civil war.

The Britain-based Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights put 
the death toll from yesterday’s 

attack at 43, including 11 pro-
government fighters. Videos of the 
aftermath posted online showed 
scenes of chaos, with people 
screaming and bodies and man-
nequins strewn across the ground.

The government blamed the 
attack on rebels in the eastern 
Ghouta suburbs, where Syrian 
troops backed by Russian war-

planes have been waging a major 
offensive over the past month that 
has killed hundreds of people.

Hospital director Moham-
med Haitham al-Husseini told 
Al-Ikhbariya TV that 35 others 
were wounded in the mortar at-
tack, with six in intensive care. He 
said most of the casualties were 
women and children.

Witnesses told state-run TV 
that the mortar fell during rush 
hour in the popular market on the 
eve of Mother’s Day, celebrated 
in the Middle East with the start 
of spring. A child said he was 
out shopping with his family for 
Mother’s Day when they heard a 
huge explosion.

A woman speaking in the hos-

pital said her niece, who was 
wounded by shrapnel, lost her 
four-year old son. “We just saw 
him in the morgue,” the woman 
told Al-Ikhbariya. The TV network 
did not identify the woman or 
the child. Government forces 
meanwhile continued to pound 
opposition-held areas with shell-
ing and airstrikes.

Oslo, March 21 (IANS): Canadian mathematician 
Robert Langlands has been named as the win-
ner of the Abel Prize for 2018 “for his visionary 
programme connecting representation theory to 
number theory,” the Norwegian Academy of Sci-
ences and Letters said on Tuesday.

“Langlands’ insights were so radical and so 
rich that the mechanisms he suggested to bridge 
these mathematical fields led to a project named 
the Langlands programme,” Xinhua quoted the 
academy as saying.

The 81-year-old mathematician would receive 
the financial award of six million Norwegian kro-
ner ($776,000) from Norway’s King Harald V at an 
award ceremony in Oslo on May 22.

Langlands was born in New Westminster, Brit-
ish Columbia, Canada, in 1936. He graduated from 
the University of British Columbia with an under-
graduate degree in 1957 and an MSc in 1958, and 
from Yale University of the US with a PhD in 1960.

He has held faculty positions at Princeton 
University and Yale University and is currently a 
professor at the Institute for Advanced Study in 
Princeton, the US.

The Abel prize has been awarded annually 
since 2003 to one or more outstanding mathema-
ticians in memory of the Norwegian mathematics 
genius Niels Henrik Abel.

Government of India
Ministry of AYUSH 

Prime Minister’s Award for Outstanding Contribution towards 
Promotion and Development of Yoga at National Level - (2 Nos.) 

&
Prime Minister’s Award for Outstanding Contribution towards 

Promotion and Development of Yoga at International Level - (2 Nos.) 

The Ministry of AYUSH invites applications for the 2nd Prime 
Minister’s Awards in the aforesaid categories, to recognize and 
felicitate individual(s) and organization(s) who have made 
significant impact on the society for a sustained period of time 
by way of promotion and development of Yoga. 

The names of the winners will be announced on the 
International Day of Yoga-2018 

(21st June, 2018) 
The Winners will be felicitated with a trophy, a certificate and 

a cash award of Rs.25 lakh each 
Detailed Guidelines and Application Forms are available on 

http://ayush,gov.in/ 

Last date to submit the application by post or 
e-mail is 20th April, 2018 

Davp 17201/13/0036/1718

Invitations for Application
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 Former Beatle  Ringo Starr, is made a knight by Britain’s Prince William at Buckingham Palace during 
an Investiture ceremony in London Tuesday March 20, 2018.

Disney orders live-action remake of ‘Lady and the Tramp’
Disney has roped in Charlie Bean to helm the live-action/CG hybrid remake of its 
1955 classic “Lady and the Tramp”. “The Lego Ninjago Movie” director will helm 
the project from a script by Andrew Bujalski, according to The Hollywood Reporter. 
Brigham Taylor will produce the project, which will be available exclusively on 
Disney’s own digital streaming service scheduled to be launched late next year. The 
1955 classic followed two dogs, an upper-middle-class American cocker spaniel 
named Lady and a a street smart, downtown stray mongrel called the Tramp, as they 
embark on many romantic adventures. The film featured several popular songs, 
including “Bella Notte”, “He’s a Tramp” and “The Siamese Cat Song”. Chaz Salembier 
and Jessica Virtue are overseeing the remake for Disney. (PTI)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm, 8 
pm: Raid (Hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Knighthood  for Ringo Starr

A
ctress Katrina Kaif has 
secured the top spot in a 
list of popular Bollywood 
actress outside India, accord-
ing to a study.

She is followed by “Pari” star Anushka 
Sharma, “Highway” actress Alia Bhatt, 
“Udta Punjab” star Kareena Kapoor 
Khan and “Dilwale” star Kajol.

The findings are a part of 
consumption trend study done by 
Spuul, a video-on-demand (VOD) 
streaming platforms for Bolly-
wood and regional movies, read 
a statement. 

The report is based on a 
demographic data and con-
sumption pattern which resulted 
in interesting insights about what 
Indians and Indian diaspora are 
viewing. 

As per the study, Diljit Dosanjh 
is the most popular Punjabi actor 
outside India. Neeru Bajwa finds 
the second spot in the list, fol-
lowed by Jimmy Sheirgill. 

Punjabi movies are also 
popular on foreign shores, with 
the highest consumption in 
Australia followed by the US, 
New Zealand, the UK, Pakistan 
and Canada. 

Tamil movies have more 
popularity and its viewership is 
the highest in the US, followed 
by Singapore, Malaysia, the 
UAE and the UK.

The study says that 50 per 
cent of consumers of video-
on-demand content fall in 
the age group of 25-34 years, 
followed by 21 per cent in 
34-44 years and 20 per cent in 
18-24 years of age. Of this, 80 
per cent are male. 

Subin Subaiah, CEO, 
Spuul, said: “Last year, 
we saw high demand for 
Punjabi, Telugu, Tamil, 
Kannada and Malayalam 
movies. This year we aim to 
make Bhojpuri, Marathi and 
Bengali movies accessible to 
all as we see it getting more 
popularity.

“Simultaneously, we are 
working towards upping the 
ante in terms of our tech-
nology to create superior 
customer experience.” 

The data in the report 
was gathered from January 
1 to December 31, 2017 
from more than 40 million 
registered Spuul users 
in India, Australia, New 
Zealand, the UK, the US, 
Singapore, Malaysia, 
Thailand, Indonesia, 
Philippines and the 
UAE. 

IANS

B
ollywood actress Kangana Ranaut on 
Wednesday reacted to her name being 
brought up in the Thane Call Detail Record 
(CDR) case, saying proper investigation 
must be done before drawing assumptions.

According to reports, Kangana’s name has cropped 
up in the Call Detail Records scam. The actress is said to 
have messaged actor Hrithik 
Roshan’s number to lawyer 
Rizwan Siddiqui, and it is 
being investigated whether 
the lawyer had sourced 
Hrithik’s CDR as well.

In response to this, 
Kangana said in a state-
ment: “When we respond 
to a notice, we give all 
details to lawyer. To assume 
that these details were used 
to violate law and make 
statements based on that 
assumption and defame 
an artiste is super lame on 
Abhishek Trimukhe’s part.

“Proper investigation 
should be carried out be-
fore making assumptions.”

Rizwan Siddiqui was 
last week arrested for 
investigations regarding his 
other celebrity client, actor 
Nawazuddin Siddiqui who 
came under the lens of the 
Thane police for allegedly 
spying on his wife.

IANS

Title: The Crazy Untold Story of 
Bollywood’s Bad Boy; Author: 
Yasser Usman; Publisher: Jugger-
naut; Pages: 256; Price: INR 499

T
he book’s cover itself 
tells a story about San-
jay Dutt. Searing eyes, 
unbuttoned colourful 
shirt, his trademark 

long hair from his heydays, a 
lit cigarette in the mouth -- all 
screaming his “I am what I am” 
demeanour and attitude that has 
kept him sailing through a life 
with a film-like quality with its 
twists and turns.

Screen icons Sunil Dutt and 
Nargis Dutt’s ‘Presley Junior’, 
Sanjay’s life has been marked by 
conflicts, mistakes, tragedies and 
some triumphs.

The story of how he coped 
with life in boarding school, the 
tragedy of his mother’s death, 
his relationship with his father 
and sisters, his drug addiction, 
de-addiction, his very public 
love life and breakups, his in-
teractions with the underworld, 
the tryst with the 1993 Mumbai 
serial blasts case and his present 
image as the ‘reformed goon’ 
much like his role in his beloved 
role as “Munna Bhai M.B.B.S.”, 
has been told via a compelling 
narrative.

Biographer Yasser Usman’s 

exploration about Sanjay’s roller-
coaster life makes you explore 
the vulnerable side of the star, 
whom the writer calls “the man-
child who never grew up”.

The book takes you through 
unknown anecdotes about 
Sanjay, who has come a long way 
from being an “incompetent ac-
tor” to becoming an “entertainer 
beloved by millions”.

“Did you know that almost a 
decade before the 1993 Mumbai 
serial blasts case, Sanjay was 
involved in a shooting spree in 
posh Pali Hill for which he was 
even arrested? Or that he once 
smuggled heroin into the US? 

That it was a tape recording 
of his late mother Nargis that 
ultimately helped Sanjay turn a 
corner in his fight against drugs?

Sanjay also once 
apparently stripped 
and tied up a man for 
flashing his then girl-
friendTina Munim. 
And a director of one 
of his and Madhuri 
Dixit’s films said, “He 
was always following 
Madhuri around and 
whispering ‘I love 
you’.”

It is such stories 
and more which 
make you find out 
more about an actor, 
whose “stupidity” 
and “foolishness” got 
the better of him, but 
who continues to be 
adored by fans more 
for his personal image 
and life story than his 
acting ability.

Usman, in the 
third of his planned 

biographical trilogy on Indian 
superstars (after Rekha and the 
late Rajesh Khanna), delves into 
various chapters of Sanjay’s life 
based on not just some past 
interviews, but also drawn from 
interactions with his filmmak-
ers, co-stars, friends, teachers, 
police officers, co-inmaters and 
politicians.

When you come across some 
of Sanjay’s own admissions 
quoted in the book, you realise 
how brazenly honest -- but also 
perhaps apologetic -- he is about 
his thoughts, mistakes and goof-
ups.

The book wraps up on 
Sanjay’s road to freedom after 
having served a 42-month 
prison-term for illegal posses-
sion of arms during the March 
1993 Mumbai serial blasts.

It would have been interest-
ing to know a little more about 
the actor’s post-prison life, where 
he is enjoying the bliss of spend-
ing time with his wife Manyata 
and their twins as well as his 
comeback to the screen.

But for now, the book raises 
the intrigue about how many 
aspects of Sanjay’s life will Raj-
kumar Hirani’s upcoming and 
much-awaited biopic on Sanjay 
touch upon.

IANS

T
here may be in-
stances when female 
stars demanded and 
received pay parity 
but actor Dia Mirza 

believes real change will come 
when we tell stories that give 
equal opportunity to both the 
genders.

The actor believes the 
industry needs to mature in its 
treatment of women and the 
kind of roles that are written 
for them.

“It is about time that wom-
en in industry address gender 
disparity. Until the industry 
matures in its understanding 
that we need to treat women 
equally, not much can change.

“It is a combination of two 
things. One is that women 
need to start asserting their 
rights and also it has to be 
narrated. Gender pay disparity 
exists largely also because films 
are usually headlined by men,” 
Dia told PTI in an interview.

The actor-producer said 
sometimes it is difficult to ask 
for equal pay as the film is 
driven by a male star and the 
roles of women are not pivotal 
to its story.

“Salaries are fixed based 
on the popularity of the stars... 
A film shouldn’t have to be a 

female dominated film or male 
dominated. They should give 
equal opportunity to women. 
The balance is cued in not just 
the way we function but also in 
the way we tell stories. Things 
will improve when we start 
witnessing that balance in the 
stories we tell, in the choices 
we make and in the way we 
assert ourselves,” said.

Dia said there is a shift in 
the way industry treats its fe-
male stars but much still needs 
to be done.

“I agree that more films 
these days have strong female 
characters but we need many, 
many more. Also if you think 
about the representation of 
women in the industry in the 
technical side -- directors, 
writers, cinematographers, 
sound recorders, editors etc. --, 
even that ratio is skewed. So we 
need more women storytellers 
to bring balance to that skewed 
equation.

She also commended 
the #MeToo and Time’s Up 
movements that started after 
the Harvey Weinstein sexual 
harassment scandal.

Many people in India also 
resonated with the movements 
and Dia feels social media 
has empowered the women 

all over the world to speak up 
against the ill.

“Social media has played 
a very positive role in bringing 
about a social change. I think 
it has opened minds. So many 
women in our country today 
have become better aware and 
informed, and have a better 
sense of their rights We are all 
connected. And social media is 
actually illustrating that by ex-
ample. It has so often shown to 
us that our actions or inactions 
are all connected.” 

Dia, 36, said sexual harass-
ment is not just limited to film 
industry as women encounter 
it daily, in offices and in 
public transport.

Besides being an actor 
and producer, Dia is also 
a vocal environmentalist 
and an UN Environment 
Goodwill Ambassador 
for India.

She met Canadian 
Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau at the 8th 
Young Change Mak-
ers Conclave which 
she co-hosted in the 
capital last month.

“I have been 
brought up to believe that 
every individual is a change 
maker. When you grow up in 

an environment that foster 
the understanding that your 
actions are connected to other 
lives. I have be-
come acutely 
aware of 
how all 
our ac-
tions are 
connect-
ed to 
environ-
ment. 

PTI

Katrina Bollywood’s most popular 
actress outside 
India — Report

Investigate before 
making assumptions —
Kangana on CDR scam

Bollywood’s original bad boy: Sanjay Dutt’s life uncensored

‘Better stories needed for pay parity in the industry’
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Fernando Alonso
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Mirror Crossword 1768       sud0ku 1608
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1767

ACRoss
1. Wash out with water
6. Slovenly person
10. Swill
14. Baking appliances
15. White frost
16. Generally accepted principles or 

systems
17. British/Italian explorer John 

(Giovanni) _____
18. Initial wager
19. Helps
20. Ascertainable
22. Low, rotating, armed structure
24. Immediately (medical)
25. Devices that break down computer 

instructions into component parts
26. One who expresses a sentiment 

in words
29. Ailments
30. Mid-west state
31. New Year’s promise
37. “Different Strokes” actress _____ 

Volz
39. City in Cambridgeshire England
40. Twilled woolen cloth
41. Female tailor
44. Scarce
45. Bill or check
46. Deservedly received
48. Not located at sea
52. Attempt again
53. Spud
54. Journalist
58. Walked on
59. Tide
61. Dominos makes this
62. Mischievous demons

63. Middle-Eastern “Strip”
64. Rulers of Russia
65. Hurl or toss
66. Chop _____ (chinese food)
67. Narrow strip of leather
DoWn
1. Stone
2. ____ the Terrible
3. Babylonian god of wisdom
4. Blizzard
5. Plantation
6. Must
7. Solitary
8. Cereal grain
9. Editor of “A Kierkegaard 

Anthology”, Robert _______

10. Marks left by wounds
11. River in France
12. More strange 
13. Nuisances
21. Canadian golfer Dave ____
23. Bear
25. Tactics
26. Male offspring
27. You (archaic)
28. Opera set in Egypt
29. Small island
32. Weird
33. Person who uses violence to 

coerce
34. Modern day Persia
35. Monster

36. Require
38. Kind of scarf or necktie
42. Crowds
43. Ooze
47. When a group votes to accept
48. Relating to vision
49. Actress _____ Shearer
50. Ceases
51. 2nd person past tense of “To 

have” (archaic)
52. Refund
54. Destroy utterly
55. Emperor
56. Poet ____ Pound
57. Coarse file
60. French for “Water”

solutions to suD0ku 1607

Yuki Bhambri

Melbourne, March 21 (Reuters): 
Fernando Alonso has played down 
reliability concerns about the new 
Renault-powered McLaren, saying 
problems that arose during pre-
season testing have been fixed and 
the car will be “100 percent” ready 
for the season-opening Australian 
Grand Prix.

After switching to the Renault 
power unit after three gloomy years 
with Honda, McLaren’s MCL33 suf-
fered more glitches and completed 
fewer laps on the test track than any 
other team.

However, double world champi-
on Alonso, who considered quitting 
Formula One last year as McLaren 
slumped to ninth in the construc-
tors’ championship, said the car’s 
gremlins had been banished in time 
for Sunday’s race at Albert Park.

“Well, I think we should be op-
timistic,” the 36-year-old Spaniard 
told Reuters at a Melbourne event 
held by McLaren sponsor Chandon.

“I think we had some reliabil-
ity issues in testing but all of them 
are fixed now and the team did an 
amazing job in the past two or three 
weeks to have the car 100 percent 
for Australia.

“I think being in the points, be-
ing close to the top five, I think that 
will be the best thing we can do to 
start the season.

“We need this good result to mo-
tivate the team and to keep working 
for the rest of the season.”

McLaren, dominant in the late 
1980s and early 1990s with Ayrton 

Miami, March 21 (PTI): 
Yuki Bhambri made it to 
the Miami Masters, his 
second consecutive ATP 
1000 series main draw, 
following a 7-5 6-2 win 
over Sweden’s Elias Ymer 
in the second and final 
qualifying round.

It was second meeting 
between the 25-year-old 
Indian and world num-
ber 133 Ymer, who had 
beaten Yuki in the first 
clash in 2015 at Aptos.

T h e  In d i a n  Da v i s 
Cupper had qualified for 
the Indian Wells Masters 
and had shcoked world 
number 12 Lucas Pouille 
in the second round.

In his first round, Yuki 
has drawn Lucky Loser 
Mirza Basic, the world 
number 75 from Bosnia.

It will be second be-
tween the two players 
with Basic emerging win-
ner in 2016 at the Sofia 

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  2 1 
(EMN): The 12th annual 
sports week of Straightway 
Higher Secondary School, 
Mokokchung got under-
way on Tue. March 20 with 
Major S.K Kaushik, 2IC 
44th Assam Rifles attend-
ing the opening ceremony 
as the chief guest accord-
ing to a press note.

The chief guest in 
his speech encouraged 
the students to improve 
in character and moral 
through sports and to 
build positive team spirit. 
He further told the stu-
dents to play for the spirit 
of goal and further con-
gratulated the partici-
pants.

The programme was 

Australia captain smith 
criticises Rabada ruling

Yuki qualifies for Miami Masters

Sudden doping inspection disrupts Russian football squad’s training

Straightway Hr. Sec. School Mkg. sports week underway

McLaren car is ‘100 percent’ ready, says Alonso

Lack of financial incentives concern 
for Kenyan athletes at CWG

Cape Town, March 21 
(AFP): Australian captain 
Steve Smith has criticised 
the decision to overturn a 
ban on South African fast 
bowler Kagiso Rabada for 
making physical contact 
with him.

Smith said ahead of 
Wednesday’s pre-Test 
press conference that a 
“line in the sand” had been 
drawn regarding physical 
contact and said he was 
surprised he had not been 
asked his opinion during 
the appeal hearing.

Having been banned 
for the remaining two 
Tests in the series for 

brushing against Smith’s 
shoulder after taking his 
wicket in the second Test, 
Rabada was cleared to play 
in the third Test starting 
Thursday after a success-
ful appeal.

Australia spin bowler 
Nathan Lyon had said the 
team had “no dramas” 
with the decision, but 
Smith has told cricket.
com.au website: “I cer-
tainly think he (Rabada) 
bumped me a little bit 
harder than it actually 
looked on the footage.”

A l t h o u g h  S m i t h 
claimed “it didn’t bother 
me too much,” he went on 

to say, “they’ve obviously 
decided what’s deliberate 
contact and what’s not and 
apparently it wasn’t.

“The ICC have set the 
standard, haven’t they? 
There was clearly contact 
out in the middle.

“I certainly won’t be 
telling my bowlers to go 
out there and after you 
take a wicket go and get 
in their space. I don’t think 
that is on and part of the 
game. But the standard 
has been set.”

Rabada was initial-
ly given three demerit 
points for the incident in 
Port Elizabeth by match 

referee Jeff Crowe, trigger-
ing an automatic two-Test 
ban.

But judicial commis-
sioner Michael Heron said 
he was not completely 
satisfied that the contact 
was deliberate and re-
duced the charge to acting 
against the spirit of the 
game, imposing a one-
point penalty, which took 
Rabada one point below 
the threshold for the ban.

He will therefore line 
up for South Africa as they 
seek the edge in a series 
tied at one match apiece.

Smith said it was “in-
teresting” he had not been 
asked for his version of 
events and said Crowe 
had reason to be annoyed 
about his judgement be-
ing questioned.

“The way he handled 
both sides throughout 
the two Test matches, I 
thought he did a terrific 
job. I’d be feeling a bit an-
noyed if I was him, to be 
perfectly honest.”

Smith said he and 
senior Australia players 
Lyon and David Warner 
had spoken to incom-
ing match referee Andy 
Pycroft, who will handle 
the remaining two Tests 
of what has been an often 
bad-tempered series.

He said the referee 
would also speak to South 
Africa captain Faf Du Ples-
sis “just to ensure that the 
series is continued to play 
in pretty good spirit.”

event.
If Yuki crosses first 

hurdle, he will run into 
world number 11 and 
eighth seed American 
Jack Sock.

Yuki, of late, has cre-
ated excellent results 
against top players. Yuki 
is lone Indian in the sin-
gles draw with Ramku-
mar Ramanathan, 

In the doubles, Ro-
han Bopanna and his 
Edouard Vasselin have 
been pitted against Adri-
an Mannarino and Daniil 
Medvedev.

Moscow, March 21 (IANS): The 
training session of the Russian 
football squad, which is set to play 
a friendly match here against Bra-
zil, was disrupted on Wednesday 
morning due to a sudden doping 
control inspection, according to 
the national teams press service.

The press service reported that 
a doping control officer arrived at 
6.30 a.m. Moscow time and the 
procedure of doping samples col-

lection lasted at least until midday, 
while the training session had been 
scheduled to start at 11.30 a.m, 
reports Tass news agency.

“Today’s training session was 
delayed since a doping control 
officer arrived at 6.30 in the morn-
ing to collect urine and blood 
samples,” the press service stated. 
“Since the inspector was alone, the 
collection procedure continued for 
more than five hours.”

“All of this disrupted the day’s 
schedule and changed the training 
process, including of footballers 
with training restrictions within 
the main squad,” the team’s press 
service added.

The friendly match between 
Russia and Brazil will be played 
at the Luzhniki Stadium, which is 
one of the 12 stadiums across the 
country selected as the venue for 
the 2018 FIFA World Cup matches.

chaired by Moajungla fol-
lowed by the invocation 
by Missionary Alem and 
a welcome note was ad-

dressed by the headmis-
tress. The students are cat-
egorised under sub-junior, 
junior and senior and will 

be playing various games 
and sports throughout 
the sports week which will 
conclude on March 23. 

Na i r o b i ,  M a r c h  2 1 
(IANS): Kenyan athletes 
will seek to find inspira-
tion elsewhere as they 
wait for their allowanc-
es and bonuses ahead 
of the Commonwealth 
Games, which will be 
held in Gold Coast, Aus-
tralia from April 4-15.

With over 120 ath-
letes going to the Games, 
Kenya will send one of 
the biggest contingents 
as it seeks to improve on 
its last medal haul of 25: 

10 gold, 10 silver and five 
bronze, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

National Olympic 
Committee of Kenya 
(NOCK) President Paul 
Tergat has been work-
ing around the clock to 
get athletes paid their 
allowances after several 
elite runners like Olym-
pic 800m champ David 
Rudisha, World 500m 
champ Asbel Kiprop 
opted out of the games 
citing failure by the gov-

ernment to pay their 
allowances dating as far 
back as the London 2012 
Olympics.

Kenyan athletes are 
entitled to $15 dollars 
each as their local dai-
ly allowance and $200 
while overseas.

Mo re ov e r,  t h o s e 
who bag gold in major 
championships like the 
Commonwealth Games 
are entitled to $10,000, 
while $7,500 is given to 
runners up and $5,000 

goes to third place fin-
ishers.

“I want to commend 
our athletes for their 
patience and under-
standing and remaining 
focused in training in 
view of performing well 
at the games even as we 
seek to get their cash,” 
Tergat said on Tuesday 
evening.

Kenya’s first batch of 
athletes will leave the 
country next week for 
the Games.

Senna and Alain Prost, have not won a 
race since 2012.

The fallen giants’ last title was with 
Lewis Hamilton, who has won three 
world championships since at Mercedes, 
in 2008.

The Honda engine’s struggles with 
power and reliability led to McLaren an-
nouncing the split last September. The 
striking papaya orange and blue MCL33 
is the team’s first to be powered by Re-
nault, whose engines took Red Bull to 
three race wins last season.
Top four target
Since crossing to McLaren, Alonso has 
been stuck on 97 podium finishes, his 
last with Ferrari at the Hungarian Grand 
Prix in 2014.

He was bullish about his chances of 
reaching the milestone 100th podium 
during the coming season and felt the 
team should also have big ambitions in 
the constructors’ championship.

“I think so. I think top four is defi-
nitely a target for us and we know that 
Mercedes is a little bit ahead of everyone 
and is dominating the sport for the last 
four years,” said Alonso, who will also 

race for Toyota at the Le Mans 
24 Hours in June and in the 
full World Endurance cham-
pionship.

“And they are the big fa-
vourites again to start the new 
season. But then we have Red 
Bull, we have Ferrari and defi-
nitely McLaren has to the next 
team on that order.”

With Mercedes having 
dominated the past four sea-
sons, sweeping both the driv-
ers’ and constructors titles, 
Alonso agreed that the Silver 
Arrows’ rivals needed to lift 
their game to keep fans inter-
ested in a series that has been 
criticised for becoming pre-
dictable. “It’s always important 
to have some competition in 
any sport,” he said.

“I think competitions and 
close fights will attract more 
people and will make the 
championship more interest-
ing but I don’t think that’s 
any problem with Mercedes’ 
dominance. They did a better 
job than the others in the last 
couple of years because they 
deserve (it).

“So it’s up to us to improve 
and to race our game and 
hopefully beat them very soon. 
And McLaren is probably one 
of the teams that can do that in 
the future, in the near future.

“And hopefully that near 
future is soon and even this 
year.”



Rajeev Shukla
Xabi Alonso

Heutingyi

Boston Celtics guard Terry Rozier (12) works the ball against Oklahoma City Thunder guard Russell 
Westbrook (0) in the second half at TD Garden, Boston on Tue. March 20.
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Indian women’s cricket team captain Harmanpreet Kaur (M) flanked by Australia's team captain Meg 
Lanning (L) and England team captain Heather Knight pose for a photo with the winner's trophy ahead 
of the Women's T20I Tri-series at Brabourne stadium in Mumbai on Wed. March 21.

PTI

India women take on Australia 
in T20 tri-series opener

Naga lad selected for international 
Taekwondo c'ship faces financial constraint

Sumi Hoho trophy from April 27

Xabi Alonso facing 5 
years in jail for tax fraud

CWG contingent: No free rides for 
officials and family members of athletes

DRS to be used in IPL this year — Rajeev Shukla

rockets shoot down red-hot Blazers; Celtics silence Thunder

Mumbai, March 21 (ptI): 
Whitewashed by Australia 
in the three-match ODI 
rubber, the Indian wom-
en cricketers would be 
hoping for a reversal of 
fortunes when they clash 
with the same rivals in the 
lung-opener of the T20 
tri-series starting here on 
Thursday.

England is the third 
team to figure in the 
tournament in which all 
matches will be played at 
the Cricket Club of India's 
Brabourne Stadium.

The Indian women's 
team would take confi-
dence from their 3-1 win 
against South Africa in the 
five-match T20 series held 
in the Rainbow Nation.

But having surren-
dered the ODI series rath-
er tamely to Australia, it 
will be an uphill ask for 
the Harmanpreet Kaur- 
led side to face the same 
opponents, although the 
format is different.

With back-to-back 
half centuries, Smriti 
Mandhana was the top 
run-getter for Indian 
women during the ODI 
series against Australia 
and she would look to 
continue her good run.

Among others, the 
batting would depend 
largely on the experienced 
duo of Kaur and Mithali 

New Delhi, March 21 (ptI): Wary of 
controversy, the Sports ministry will not 
allow family members of any athlete to 
travel with the Indian contingent for the 
Commonwealth Games and will also put 
a stop to officials' "fun rides".

The Indian Olympic Association 
(IOA) has forwarded a list of 222 athletes 
and 106 officials, including 57 coaches, 
19 managers and 41 others, for the Gold 
Coast event.

Sports minister Rajyavardhan Singh 
Rathore is yet to clear the list and it is 
learnt that ministry is reviewing the lost 
of 41 other officials. Ministry will take a 
decision on the contingent in a couple 
of days but we have been instructed to 
strictly review the number of officials 
while keeping the focus on players.

Officials who won't be able to stay in 
the Games village or enter the sporting 
arena. Why should we spend government 
money on them, a source in the ministry 
told PTI Bhasha.

We are examining the others category 
which include 41 officials and it is likely 

to be reduced by half. There have been 
complaints that officials go on free fun 
rides but it won't happen this time. We 
will try to ensure that the player official 
ratio is maintained, said the official .

Why should family members of the 
athlete, no matter how big star the player 
is, will go on government expenses as 
mentor or manager. If they want them, 
they can take on their own expenses 
and I am sure they can afford this, said 
the official. The official also said that 
this does not mean that government is 
cutting down support to the athletes as 
ministry has sanctioned 10 extra coaches 
for different disciplines as requested by 
concerned federations.

Some federations have asked us to 
accommodate coaches as their quota was 
full so we have sanctioned 10 such extra 
coaches who are essential for players. 
It include one in hockey, five in Boxing, 
one in Squash (female coach) and one in 
weightlifting. All expenses of these extra 
officials will be borne by the government, 
said the official.

Madrid, March 21 (IANS): 
The Madrid prosecutor's 
office on Wednesday said 
it could jail retired Spain 
international Xabi Alonso 
for five years and fine him 
4 million euros ($4.9 mil-
lion) for alleged tax fraud 
related to money earned 
from imaging rights while 
at La Liga football club 
Real Madrid.

In addition to the 
fines, the prosecution also 
wants Alonso to repay the 
defrauded amount plus 
interest, totalling over 2 
million euros (nearly $2.5 
million), reports Efe.

Alonso, 36, is accused 
of allegedly defrauding the 
Spanish government dur-
ing fiscal years 2010, 2011 
and 2012.

The prosecution is 
seeking to give Alonso 
two years in prison for 
the fiscal offence of 2010, 
one year for 2011 and two 
more for 2012.

The investigation 
against Alonso was first 
opened in 2016 after a 
complaint from the tax 
authority but was later 
shelved, only to be re-
opened in January by a 
court in Madrid.

Los Angeles, March 21 
(AFp): The league-leading 
Houston Rockets ended 
the Trail Blazers' 13-game 
NBA winning streak Tues-
day with a hard-fought 
115-111 victory in Port-
land.

In a game featuring the 
NBA's two hottest teams, 
Houston's Most Valuable 
Player candidate James 
Harden scored 42 points 
to help the Rockets notch 
their 13th victory in 14 
games since the All-Star 
break.

Neither team led by 
more than 10 points in a 
see-saw battle that saw 17 
lead changes and 10 ties.

Harden's step-back 
three-pointer put the 
Rockets up 113-104 with 
1:55 to play.

The Trail Blazers nar-
rowed the gap to two 
points in the final minute, 
but would get no closer.

"They've been playing 

well, we all know that," 
Harden said. "Nothing 
changes for us, no matter 
who we play. We go out 
there and just do our thing 
on both ends of the floor. 
Tonight was no different.

"Fourth quarter, we 
stepped up and made big 
shots. Defensively we got 
stops when we needed to."

Forward Al-Farouq 
Aminu led Portland with 
22 points, one of five Trail 
Blazers to score in double 
figures.

Jusuf Nurkic added 21 
points and Damian Lil-
lard added 20 as Portland 
maintained their lead over 
the Oklahoma City Thun-
der for third place in the 
Western Conference.

The Celtics dealt the 
Thunder a damaging 100-
99 loss in Boston, where 
Marcus Morris drained 
a three-pointer with 1.2 
seconds left to lift hosts.

With Celtics star Kyrie 

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  2 1 
(EMN): The 11th Sumi 
Hoho trophy organised 
by the Sumi Games and 
Sports Association will 
commence from April 
27 till May 4 at the Sumi 
headquarter, Zunheboto 
town according to a press 
note.

In this regard, the Sumi 
Games and Sports Asso-
ciation have directed all 
its affiliated units/associa-
tions to start preparing for 
the mentioned events. 
1) Football - Men 
2) Volleyball - Women  
3) Badminton will be con-
ducted in four categories: 

a) Sub-junior (U-15 years)   
b) Junior (U-19 years)   
c) Senior (19 to 35 years)   
d) Veteran (36 years and 
above). 
For further queries and 
information, one can con-
tact the following num-
bers: 9436619586 and 
9612443985.

Mumbai, March 21 (ptI): 
The Decision Review Sys-
tem, already used in the 
Twenty Internationals, 
will be introduced at the 
upcoming edition of the 
cash-rich Indian Premier 
League.

Yes, this idea has been 
going around for many 
years, said IPL chairman 
Rajeev Shukla at a me-
dia conference here to-
day, confirming that the 
TV replay system will be 
utilised if a team challeng-
es an umpiring decision.

Each team is given one 
chance to review an um-
piring decision during a 
T20 innings at the inter-
national level.

Shukla was speaking 
to the media after an-
nouncing that the T20 
League has inked a three-
year deal with Tata Nexon 
as its partner, declaring 
there was great synergy 
between IPL and Tata 
Nexon. 

Shukla said BCCI was 
awaiting the report from 
the BCCI's anti-corrup-
tion unit head, Neeraj Ku-
mar on allegations against 

Raj and the two players 
would need to fire big 
against a strong Australian 
pace attack.

India women also 
possess other good bats-
women like Veda Krish-
namurthy and all-round-
er Pooja Vastrakar, who 
scored a crucial 51 in the 
first ODI. Young Mumbai 
girl Jemimah Rodrigues 
too showed her skills when 
she scored a racy 42 after 
being asked to open the 

innings in third ODI.
With experienced Jhu-

lun Goswami back in the 
mix, it the seam attack 
looks more or less settled 
as Shikha Pandey would 
look to share the burden 
after taking five wickets 
during the ODI series.

The spin department 
has off-spinner Deepti 
Sharma and leggie Poo-
nam Yadav. The two had 
played a pivotal role in the 
team's win in South Africa 

and if the Aussies are to be 
restricted, they will have to 
be at their best.

On the other hand, the 
Aussies will be aiming to 
continue their form and 
keep the winning momen-
tum going.

Their skipper Meg 
Lanning, who failed to 
convert her starts in the 
ODI series, would be hun-
gry to get some runs under 
her belt.

Wicket-keeper Alys-

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 20 (EMN): 
15-year-old Heutingyi got 
selected to represent India 
at Hammamet 2018 World 
Taekwondo Junior Cham-
pionships from April 6 to 7 
and the World Taekwondo 
Qualification Tournament 
for Buenos Aires 2018 
Youth Olympic Games to 
be held from April 6 till 
the 13th in Hammamet, 
Tunisia. The selection tri-
als were held at the In-
door Stadium Badminton 
Hall Dhanbad, Jharkhand 
from March 9 to 11 where 
he got selected.

He, however, faces fi-
nancial constraints as his 
mother is unable to spon-
sor him and the coach was 
also not certain whether 
he would participate in 
the championship. Speak-
ing to Eastern Mirror, Vis-
abeiu Peseyie, state Tae-
kwondo coach said ‘even 
though he is a very tal-
ented player, his mother is 
not in a position to spon-
sor for this championship. 
The selected players need 
to spend for their own trip. 
I'm happy but at the same 
time doubtful whether he 
will be able to take part.’

The coach also ex-
pressed that he has the 
quality and potential to 
win the medal at interna-
tional level. Heutingyi is a 
player in U-55 kg weight 
category.

He also got opportu-
nities to participate at 
the World School Games 
trial 2017 and World Cadet 
Taekwondo Champion-
ships in Sharm El Sheikh, 
Egypt 2017 but could not 
participate for not obtain-
ing Indian Passport, the 

sa Healy, who scored a 
magnificent 133 in the 
final ODI at Vadodara, is 
among runs and poses a 
big threat to the Indian 
bowlers.

Left-arm spinner Jess 
Jonassen too have proved 
to be a difficult custom-
er for the Indians as she 
picked eight wickets dur-
ing the ODI series. Other 
spinners Amanda-Jade 
Wellington and Ashleigh 
Gardner too have done 
well and the hosts will 
have to careful against 
them.

teams: 
India: Harmanpreet 

Kaur (Captain), Smriti 
Mandhana (vice-cap-
tain), Mithali Raj, Veda 
Krishnamurthy, Jemimah 
Rodrigues, Anuja Patil, 
Deepti Sharma, Taniya 
Bhatia (wicket- keeper), 
Poonam Yadav, Ekta Bisht, 
Jhulan Goswami, Shikha 
Pandey, Pooja Vastrakar, 
Rumeli Dhar, Mona Me-
shram.

Australia: Meg Lan-
ning (c), Rachael Haynes 
(vc), Nicola Carey, Ash-
leigh Gardner, Alyssa 
Healy, Jess Jonassen, De-
lissa Kimmince, Sophie 
Molineux, Beth Mooney, 
E l lyse  Perr y,  Megan 
Schutt, Naomi Stalenberg, 
Elyse Villani, Amanda-
Jade Wellington.

coach informed.
Heutingyi hails from 

Jalukie, under Peren dis-
trict.

He was a former tae-
kwondo student of Jalukie 
Taekwondo Academy and 
IG Stadium Taekwondo 
Academy Kohima and 
currently under training 
in Taekwondo at Army 
Boys Company Ranikhet, 
Uttarakhand.

Heutingyi was selected 
to join the army boys Ra-
nikhet in the year 2017, 
where players are pro-
vided free education, tae-
kwondo training, accom-
modation and training for 
enrolment into Army on 
completion of education 
said the coach.

Some of his achieve-
ments are bronze medal at 
the 55th National School 
Games (2009) Margao 

in Goa, gold medalist at 
the 58th National School 
Games (2013), gold medal-
ist at 59th National School 
Games (2013) Burhanpur 
in Madhya Pradesh, gold 
medalist at 31st National 
Sub-Junior Taekwondo 
Championships (2013) in 
Pune, Maharashtra, silver 
medalist at 32nd National 
Sub-junior Taekwondo 
Championships 2014 in 
Kurukshetra, Haryana, 
gold medalist at 62nd 
National School Games 
(2016)  Ranga Reddy 
,Telangana gold medal-
ist at 3rd National Cadet 
Taekwondo champion-
ships (2017) Agra, UP, gold 
medalist at Kukkiwon Cup 
India International Cham-
pionships (2017),Delhi 
and silver medalist at All 
India Inter-SAI Champi-
onships (2017), Delhi. 

Irving still sidelined by 
a sore left knee, Jayson 
Tatum led Boston with 23 
points and 11 rebounds.

Morris contributed 21 
as the Celtics snapped 
Oklahoma City's six-game 

winning streak.
Russell  Westbrook 

scored 27 points with eight 
rebounds and seven as-
sists for the Thunder, but 
his last-gasp heave as time 
expired bounced off the 

rim.
The Thunder led by six 

with less than 25 seconds 
to play, and they were up 
99-97 with 12.7 seconds 
left when Carmelo Antho-
ny missed two free throws.

After a Celtics timeout, 
Morris drained a fadeaway 
three-pointer from the 
right wing for the win.

It was a morale boost-
ing victory for a Celtics 
team also missing Marcus 
Smart, Jaylen Brown and 
Daniel Theis, although it 
did little to alter the play-
off-bound Celtics' hold 
on second place in the 
Eastern Conference.

"They came in here 
with their full squad and 
they thought it was going 
to be a cakewalk," Morris 
said.

raptors rally
The Eastern Confer-

ence leading Toronto Rap-
tors erased an eight-point 
fourth-quarter deficit to 
down the Magic in Or-
lando 93-86.

W i t h  s t a r  D e M a r 
DeRozan sidelined by a 
left thigh contusion, Kyle 
Lowry led the Raptors with 
a game-high 25 points, 

with five rebounds and 
eight assists.

"It wasn't pretty, but 
we got it done," said Rap-
tors coach Dwane Casey, 
who said that with their 
playoff berth secure he 
feared his team had lost 
concentration.

"Mental ly,  you've 
got to be sharp in these 
games," he said. "We 
weren't for three quarters. 
We found a way in the 
fourth quarter."

The Minnesota Tim-
berwolves, eighth in the 
West, bolstered their play-
off bid with a 123-109 vic-
tory over the fading Los 
Angeles Clippers.

Karl-Anthony Towns 
scored 28 points and 
pulled down 10 rebounds 
and Jeff Teague added 20 
points and 12 assists for 
the Timberwolves.

Wiggins and Teague 
combined to score 23 
points in the third quar-

ter, when Minnesota out-
scored Los angeles 36-25.

"I just thought Minne-
sota came out and turned 
the heat up, and we just 
couldn't handle the heat, 
really," Clippers coach 
Doc Rivers said. "I just 
thought the pressure from 
them made us wilt."

In New Orleans, An-
thony Davis scored 37 
points to lead the Pelicans 
to a 115-105 victory over 
the Dallas Mavericks.

Rajon Rondo added 19 
points, 14 assists and nine 
rebounds for the Pelicans, 
who took sole possession 
of fifth place in the West.

In Salt Lake City, At-
lanta's Dennis Schroder 
scored a career-high 41 
points to lead the Hawks 
to a 99-94 victory over 
the Jazz.

Taurean Prince added 
11 points for the Hawks, 
who ended Utah's nine-
game winning streak.

fast bowler Mohammed 
Shami.

Our anti corruption 
unit, headed by Neeraj 
Kumar, will investigate 
and give us a report. We 
are awaiting it. We are ex-
pecting the report short-
ly, said Shukla, a former 
BCCI vice president.

Kumar has been asked 
to investigate allegations 
levelled by Shami's wife 
Hasin Jahan who had 
claimed that the crick-
eter had received unac-
counted money from a 
Pakistani woman.

The woman in ques-
tion, Alishba, has con-

firmed that she met Shami 
in Dubai but denied that 
she handed any money to 
Indian fast bowler.

We are not concerned 
over his private matters. 
As soon as he (Kumar) 
gives the report we will 
decide. The investigation 
is still on. It's Neeraj Ku-
mar's job to investigate it, 
he added.

Meanwhile Tata Mo-
tors also announced at the 
media conference that the 
company was looking for 
a long-term relationship 
with IPL.

The synergy between 
Tata Nexon and IPL is im-
mense. We are delight-
ed (to be part of the T20 
League), said Tata Mo-
tors' Passenger Vehicle 
Business Unit's president, 
Mayank Pareek.

It was also announced 
that the player with the 
best strike rate in each 
IPL game will be reward-
ed and a Nexon car will 
be awarded to the player 
with the overall highest 
strike-rate in the entire 
tournament, set to run 
from April 7 to May 27.


