
Former Bihar Chief Minister Lalu Prasad Yadav leaves special CBI court after being pronounced guilty in 
the fourth Dumka multi-crore fodder scam case, in Ranchi on Monday.

PTI

The rescued trekkers with personnel of the Assam Rifles.
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Dimapur, March 19 (EMN): In a 
fresh twist to the National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) probe into an 
alleged case of ‘terror funding’ in 
Nagaland, the NIA is reported to 
have stumbled upon ‘documentary 
evidence’ that indicates ‘direct in-
volvement’ of former chief minister 
TR Zeliang.

The Asian Age on Monday re-
ported that the NIA was in posses-
sion of ‘glaring evidence’ indicating 
the involvement of Zeliang. This 
comes a day after reports emerged 
that the former chief minister had 
written to the NIA denying involve-
ment in the case. 

The investigation pertains to 
alleged payments made to armed 

Naga groups including the banned 
NSCN (K) by at least 14 departments 
of the government of Nagaland 
since 2016. On January 18 2017, 
the NIA had searched the offices of 
various government departments 
in Nagaland and seized receipts of 
payments made to the tune of INR 
2 cr., according to reports. 

Zeliang had written to the NIA 
stating that he has nothing to do 
with the alleged siphoning of gov-
ernment funds to the various out-
fits. Sources close to Zeliang had 
told a national newspaper that 
there was no question of the former 
chief minister appearing before NIA 
since ‘there is no proof whatsoever 
that he sponsored or supported 
or extended support or assisted or 
aided NSCN (K)’.

However, The Asian Age on 
Monday reported ‘security sources’ 
as saying that Zeliang will have 
to appear for cross-examination. 
“Pointing out that agency was in 
possession of glaring evidence in-
dicating his direct involvement in 
siphoning of government funds and 

facilitating it to National Socialist 
Council of Nagaland (NSCN-K), se-
curity sources said that Mr Zeliang 
has sent a written reply through 
his advocate to NIA but it was not 
enough,” the report read.

NIA sleuths have recovered doc-
uments signed by Zeliang ‘to facili-
tate fund for NSCN (K)’, according 
to the news report. “Sources, how-
ever, claimed that NIA investigation 
revealed that the government funds 
were released on written approval 
of then chief minister,” it further 
read. 

Initially, the NIA had summoned 
Zeliang to its New Delhi office on 
March 13. After Zeliang expressed 
inability to appear before the agen-
cy on said day, the NIA changed the 
date to March 17. 

In February, the NIA had sum-
moned three officials from the 
chief minister’s office to Guwahati 
in connection with the same case. 
Two days before the election results 
were announced, one of these of-
ficers was summoned to New Delhi 
again, the report stated. 

Ranchi, March 19 (PTI): 
Jailed former Bihar chief 
minister Lalu Prasad was 
today convicted by a spe-
cial CBI court of criminal 
conspiracy, corruption 
and other charges in the 
fourth fodder scam case 
while another ex-chief 
minister Jagannath Mishra 
was acquitted.

CBI judge Shiv Pal 
Singh held guilty the 
69-year-old RJD chief 
along with 18 others. 
Mishra was among 12 ac-
quitted in the case RC 38 
A/96 pertaining to fraudu-
lent withdrawal of Rs 3.13 
crore from Dumka treas-
ury in the early 1990s. 

The charges against 
the convicted persons are 
120 B (criminal conspir-
acy), 409 (misappropria-
tion), 420 (cheating), 467 
(forgery), 468 (forgery for 
the purpose of cheating), 
471 (using forged docu-
ments as genuine), 477A/

IPC and section 13 (2) with 
13 (i) c &d of Prevention 
of Corruption Act, 1988 
(misuse of official position 
for pecuniary advantage 
by the public servant and 
others).

Emerging out of the 
court, Prasad told re-
porters he did not wish 
to make any comment, 
while party vice president 
Raghubansh Prasad Singh 
said that they would chal-
lenge the order in the high 
court.

The judge will hear ar-
guments on the quantum 
of sentence from March 
21, according to a CBI 
counsel.

Today's decision is 
the fourth conviction for 
Prasad in fodder scam 
cases pertaining to illegal 
withdrawal of money from 
government treasury in 
1990s in the undivided 
Bihar when RJD was in 
power and Prasad the 

chief minister.
Prasad has been in 

Birsa Munda jail at Ranchi 
since December 23 last 
year after being convicted 
in the second case pertain-
ing to illegal withdrawal 
of money from Deogarh 
treasury.

Earlier, the RJD supre-
mo was convicted on Sep-
tember 30, 2013 in the RC 
20A/96 case of Chaibasa 
pertaining to illegal with-
drawal of Rs 37.7 crore in 
the 1990s. He got five years 
prison term in the case 
following which he was 
disqualified from the Lok 
Sabha and barred from 
contesting elections for 
six years after completion 
of jail term.

There were a total of 
47 accused in the fourth 
fodder scam. Fourteen of 
them had died during the 
course of trial while two 
turned approvers.

"Koi comment nahi 

Temshinaro 
D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 9 
(EMN): Crime is an un-
lawful activity committed 
by an individual or a group 
which is punishable with 
penalties up to the extent 
of facing 'capital punish-
ment'.

Nagaland with a total 
population of over 22.8 
lakh is one of the small-
est states in the country 
comprising of 12 districts 
with Noklak as the young-
est district – declared on 
December 21, 2017. 

Records of crime and 
criminal activities hap-
pening across the state 
have always tend to fluc-
tuate with Dimapur was 
the constant.  Over the 
years, Dimapur has always 
topped the list of districts 
where maximum cases of 
crime were registered.  

Comparative statistics 
of crime reported in Na-
galand for the years 2014, 
2015, 2016 and 2017 pro-
vided by the Police Head 
Quarter (PHQ) shows that 
a total of 4252 cases have 
OCCURED in the state un-

der various crime heads. 
The report shows that 

2017 witnessed the least 
with 928 cases while the 
year 2016 witnessed the 
maximum cases of crime 
with 1212 cases; and 1172 
cases in 2014, and 940 
cases in 2015 respectively.

For the year 2016 
'crime for theft' witnessed 
the maximum reports 
with as many as 475 cases 
and the year 2015 experi-
enced the least with 358 
cases. 

T h e  c o m p a r a t i v e 
crime statement for said 
years include murder, at-
tempt to murder, culpable 
homicide not amounting 
to murder, rape, kidnap-
ping and abduction, da-
coity, robbery, bulgary, 
theft, criminal breach of 
trust, cheating, counter-
feit, extortion, rioting and 
other IPC. Out of which 
counterfeit crime involves 
the least with just 13 regis-
tered crimes. 

Despite various at-
tempts to check on extor-
tion cases, the chart shows 
that it has not dropped 

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 9 
(EMN): The Kohima bat-
talion of Assam Rifles on 
Monday morning rescued 
four tourists who had lost 
their way while trekking 
the pristine yet treacher-
ous woods of the famous 
Dzukou valley in Kohima 
district. 

A press release from 
the establishment of the 
Inspector General of As-
sam Rifles (North) in-
formed that the trekkers, 
s imply  ident i f ied  as 
Shankar, Prabhu, Kaush-
alaya and Sumitra, had 
arrived at Kohima from 
Mumbai on March 18.  
The same day, at around 
11.30 am, they started 
their trekking from Viswe-

Moscow, March 19 (AFP): Vladimir Putin was today set 
for another six years in power after his landslide victory 
in Russia's presidential election but so far only close allies 
have congratulated him as Moscow's relations with the 
West disintegrate.

Putin, who has ruled Russia for almost two decades, 
recorded his best election performance with 76.67 per 
cent of the vote but rejected the possibility of staying 
in power indefinitely. The opposition said the results 
were rigged, reporting ballot stuffing and other cases of 
alleged fraud as the Kremlin pushed for a high turnout 
to give greater legitimacy to Putin's historic fourth term.

Putin, who has extended his power until at least 2024 
and is already Russia's longest-serving leader since Sta-
lin, ruled out remaining president for life. 

(Full report in page 9)

Kolkata, March 19 (PTI): Telangana Chief Minister K 
Chandrashekhar Rao met his West Bengal counterpart 
Mamata Banerjee here today and discussed the forma-
tion of a federal front to take on the BJP and the Congress 
in the 2019 general election. Talking to reporters after 
the meeting at the State Secretariat, Rao, the chief of 
Telangana Rashtra Samithi, said that the country needed 
an alternative agenda and an alternative political force. 
"The country needs something good...What will hap-
pen if the BJP goes and the Congress comes? Will it do 
any wonders? We are in talks with like-minded parties," 
he said, emerging from his meeting with Banerjee who 
heads the Trinamool Congress. He said this was the be-
ginning of the federal front which would be a people's 
front. Rao had recently said a non-Congress and non-BJP 
front should be formed in the country, as he called for a 
"qualitative change" in politics. 

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 9 
(EMN): The establishment 
of the treasury office in 
Dimapur has sought to 
wash its hands off the con-
troversy surrounding the 
Dimapur District Pension-
ers’ Association (DDPA) 
and the alleged collection 
of illegal fee by the group. 

A  DIPR repor t  on 
Monday cited a press re-
lease from the office of 
the senior treasury officer 
Dimapur through which it 
clarified that the ‘activities 
and functioning’ of the 
DDPA was outside the pur-
view of the treasury office. 
Thus the issues of collect-
ing INR 2000, setting up 
financial expert commit-
tee or distribution of ROP 
forms were the DDPA’s, 
according to the treasury 
office. 

NIA claims to 
possess documentary 
evidence which shows 
Zeliang’s ‘direct 
involvement’  

Terror-funding: Zeliang 
struggles to avoid trapdoor

Lalu convicted in 4th fodder scam case

Nagaland crime: 2017 record is lowest in four years 

Assam Rifles rescue lost Dzükoü trekkers 

Putin wins fourth term

Rao meets Mamata; says this is 
the beginning of federal front

Pensioners’ dispute: 
Treasury office deflects 
blame towards DDPA
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 28° 12°

Agartala 35° 18°

Gangtok 25° 10°

Guwahati 32° 14°

Imphal 29° 10°

Itanagar 26° 13°

Shillong 24° 07°

Delhi 35° 19°

Kolkata 35° 20°

Chennai 33° 23°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 25° 09°
DIMAPUR 31° 14°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 90%
DIMAPUR Nil 94%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

It's hard to be humble, 
when you're as great  

as I am. 

~ Muhammad Ali

Mirror Takes

We can give the scholarship 
anytime but will your child 

study if he gets the money now? 
It's a very good government 

policy teh. 

NatioN SportS

Now Kejriwal apologises to 
Gadkari, Sibal  | P8
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Aamir Khan new brand 
ambassador for Vivo India |  P10

~ Arien

Del Potro returns to the top 
with Indian Wells triumph  |  P12

karna hai (I do not have to 
make any comment)," the 
RJD chief said to media-
persons waiting outside 
the court here.

In the second case, 
Prasad was convicted in 
the RC64A/96 in connec-
tion with fraudulent with-
drawal of Rs 89.27 lakh 
from Deoghar Treasury in 
the 1990s. He was awarded 
3.5 years sentence in the 
case on December 23 last 
year.

In another Chaibasa 
case, RC 68A/96 pertaining 
to Rs 37.62 crore Prasad 
got five years prison term 
on January 24 this year. On 
the other hand, Jagannath 
Mishra was acquitted in 
two fodder cases while be-
ing convicted in two cases.

In today's verdict by 
the special CBI court, 
former Public Accounts 
Committee Chairmen Jag-
dish Sharma and Dhruv 
Bhagat, ex-MLA R K Rana, 
former Bihar minister Vi-
dya Sagar Nishad were also 
acquitted in the case.

Former Income Tax 
Commissioner A C Choud-
hary, former IAS officers 
Beck Julius and Mahesh 
Prasad and former divi-
sional commissioner M C 
Subarno were among the 
ex-government officials 
who were acquitted. An-
other former IAS official 
Phool Chand Singh was 
convicted along with some 
former AHD officials and 
transporters.

The fifth case relating 
to fraudulent withdraw-
al of Rs 139 crore from 
the Doranda treasury in 
Ranchi is pending with 
the court.

much while cases under 
'other IPC' witnessed the 
least in 2017 with 111 cas-
es registered. 2014 marked 
the most with 238 cases; 
and 168 and 238 cases reg-

istered in 2015 and 2016 
respectively. 

The PHQ data availed 
to Eastern Mirror could 
not provide the district-
wise record of crimes re-

ported.   
T h e  c o m p a r a t i v e 

crime statistic under 
'local and special laws' 
during the last four years 
showeds that the NLTP 

Act topped the chart with 
as many as 654 cases reg-
istered. 

The 'local and special 
laws act' covers Arms Act, 
NDPS/DC Act, NLTP Act, 
NSR Act, Explosive Sub-
stance Act, Foreigners Act 
and other special and lo-
cal law – under which a 
total of 1905 offences were 
committed during the last 
4 years.

Though 2017 wit-
nessed the least number 
crimes reports registered 
across police stations in 
the state, it was a disturb-
ing year with the tumult 
caused by the opposition 
over election of women 
candidates to Urban Local 
Bodies (ULB) election. 

Applying the 33% 
reservation of seats for 
women in the election to 
the Urban Local Bodies 
(ULBs) was not accepted 
by some organisations 
including the Naga Hoho.

The scheduled ULB 
elections which was sup-
pose to have held on Feb-
ruary 1, 2017 was boy-
cotted by many as the 

reservation was said to 
have been against the Ar-
ticle 371(A) inserted in the 
constitution when Naga-
land state was created in 
1963.

As part of the boy-
cott to hold the election, 
violent incidents were  
played out everywhere 
and bandhs paralysed the 
lives of the normal peo-
ple. During such turmoil 
two precious lives were 
lost on January 30, 2017 
leading to more violence 
in the state capital and in 
Dimapur. 

Ironically, 2017 wit-
nessed the lowest reg-
istered cases of riot in 4 
years with just 1 such case. 
the year 2014 recorded 
most cases of riot at 11 oc-
casions; drastic decrease 
followed as 2015 and 2016 
witnessed onlyreduced 
figures of 4 and 3 of such 
cases respectively.

In addition, the year 
2017 also witnessed col-
lapse or damage caused to 
at least two bridges strad-
dling across the Chate riv-
er and the Dhansiri river. 

“Therefore, in this con-
nection the pensioners are 
informed to tie up with the 
association for necessary 
information and not to ap-
proach Dimapur treasury 
office since the office is ig-
norant about the matter,” 
the report stated. 

However the district 
treasury office clarified 
that it will not accept any 
‘state government official 
prescribed form’ issued 
by any association unless 
authorised by the govern-
ment to do so. It informed 
that the state’s finance de-
partment had recently ap-
proved revision of pension 
as per 7th ROP.     

“However, preparation 
of revision arrears and nec-
essary release is delayed 
due to busy engagement 
of treasury officials on the 
government transaction 
in lieu of approaching cur-
rent financial year. There-
fore, with regret all the 
pensioners are requested 
to wait for the time being 
till the officials are free to 
deal with the matters,” it 
stated. 

ma village. “They kept following sign 
boards and reached Dzukou valley top 
at 6 pm on 18 March 2018. However they 
lost the directions thereafter. Rains and 
thunder storm added to their despair.

“These tourists were able to contact 
Assam Rifles which (sic) immediately 

launched a specialist team from Kohima 
Battalion Assam Rifles alongwith troops 
of 164 TA Bn (Home and Hearth). These 
teams moved out at 9 pm on 18 March. 
After a thorough search of six hours, the 
troops were able to establish contact 
with the stranded tourists. 
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Forest dept. motivates public to conserve forest 

FGN to observe ‘Naga Republic Day’

NLA secretariat welcomes Speaker

AR nab NSCN (K) cadre

Kuda GBs flay AR atrocity

Swachh Bharat office inaugurated in Dimapur  Youth organisations 
condemn hit and run case

APEDA holds 
buyer-seller meet 

Minister inaugurates 
medicines outlet

AR provides water 
supply scheme

Forest minister, CM Chang, interacting with the staff of Genesis Pharma after inaugurating 
the outlet in Dimapur on March 19.

Chief angh of Shengha Chingnyu inaugurating the water facility 
donated by the Assam Rifles on March 17.Village functionaries along with the forest officers pose for a photo after the awareness cum distribution of community assets programme 

on March 19 at the Range Office, Kohima.

NLA Speaker Vikho-o Yhoshü and other officers are seen at the felicitation programme on March 19 at 
the NLA Secretariat.

Suspected NSCN-K cadre arrested 
by the Assam Rifles in Longleng.

Yashwant Singh Darbar inaugurating the state Swachh Bharat Office at NST 
Colony, Dimapur, on March 19. 

importance of the role of 
local community in pro-
tecting and conserving 
the forests and environ-
ment. 

Dr. Kenei  Miachieo, 

conservator of forest 
(STC) and special invitee, 
has exhorted the gather-
ing to be emissaries of 
change with regard to 
forest  conservation. He 

has highlighted on the 
relation between the land 
use pattern and its effect 
on the environment and 
also on how to improvise 
upon it for a positive sus-

tainable result.
M e s e n c h u  a n d 

Paul, JFMC from New 
Tesophenyu and Kandiyu 
respectively, spoke on 
behalf of the local com-

D-5148

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 

Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 19.6 11.6 9 58 NIL

ZBTO 15.1 8.5 12.1 85 2.4

MON 29 12.2 14.2 88 NIL

TUENSANG 18 11.4 8.3 60 NIL

MKG 23.3 11.3 5.8 36 NIL

PHEK 12.4 9.6 12.1 93 2.2

KIPHIRE 18.4 10 12.3 93 1.4

TSEMINYU 24.8 14.2 14.5 62 9.0

MELURI - - - - NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 24 13.5 8.9 44 2.8

JALUKIE 28 16 17.1 100 0.4

MANGKOLEMBA 27 15.8 15 72 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

munity. They have appre-
ciated the department for 
the initiatives in raising 
environmental aware-
ness in the region and also 
pledged to protect the 
environment. 

Invocation prayer was 
said by Neitsolie Sanchu, 
deputy ranger, while the 
vote of thanks was pro-
posed by Jweni Semp, 
ranger. 

Barbed wire and plas-
tics chairs were distrib-
uted to the JFMCs and 
SHGs under FDA scheme.

The programme was 
attended by forest officials 
from Kohima division, lo-
cal functionaries, JFMCs, 
women group, and SHGs 
from 18 villages covering 
Kohima, Tseminyu and 
Chiephobozou range un-
der Kohima division.

Dimapur, March 19 (EMN): Naga National Council (NNC) and the Federal 
Government of Nagaland (Singnya-Zhopra) has informed to all the regional 
authorities to observe the 63rd Naga Republic Day with holiness and prayer 
at the respective place on March 22.

A press release issued by the ministry of rali wali has asked all the midan 
peyus to make own local arrangements for the grand success of the programme.

Dimapur, March 19 (EMN): 
The national convenor of 
Swachh Bharat, Yashwant 
Singh Darbar, who is also 
the national vice president 
of ST Morcha and director of 
Tribal Cooperative Market-
ing Development Federation 
Ltd., Government of India 
(TRIFED), has inaugurated 
the state Swachh Bharat Of-
fice at NST Colony, Dimapur, 
on March 19.

Yashwant Singh Darbar 
was accompanied by Miss 
Veronica TK Savanai, con-
venor of the national social 
media committee and ST 
Morcha of Swachh Bharat, 
Manipur; Akshay Shah, 
NGOs forum representative. 
The office was inaugurated 
in the presence of PHED 
minister Jacob Zhimomi.

The dedicatory prayer 
was said by pastor Aba 
Khesoh of Faithway Church.

Following the inaugura-
tion, a meeting of the state 
office bearers, state frontals, 
district Swachh Bharat com-
mittees was held at Hotel 
Saramati.

The national convenor 
Yashwant Singh spoke at 
length of the Prime Minis-
ter’s determined efforts to 
keep the nation clean. He 
explained on the various 
efforts already undertaken 
nationwide and the pro-

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 9 
(EMN): Mon battalion 
of the Assam Rifles has 
donated a water supply 
scheme by way of pro-
viding a bore well to the 
villagers of S/Chingnyu, 
one of the remote villages 
in Mon district along the 
Indo-Myanmar border on 
March 17. 

The borewell project 
was inaugurated and 
handed over to the villag-
ers by the chief angh Aloh 

Konyak of Shengha Ching-
nyu in the presence of Col 
Dipankar Basu, Comman-
dant of 35 AR and other 
eminent personalities of 
the village. 

In the past, the villag-
ers have to ferry water in 
the mountainous terrain 
over long distances. The 
bore-well project has pro-
vided potable water to an 
approximate 3000 resident 
of Shengha Chingnyu and 
nearby villages.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 9 
(EMN): The GBs of Kuda 
village as strongly con-
demned the raid carried 
out by the 32 Assam Rifles 
in the residence of Savi 
Liegise, former president 
of Naga Council Dimapur 
and a noted social worker 
and prominent leader.

A press release issued 
by the Head GB of Kuda 
village, Thepfukuo Nagi, 
stated that Savi Liegise is a 
bonafide resident of Kuda 
village and son of the earli-
est settlers of the village. It 
has described him as an 
upright, law abiding and 
peace loving citizen of the 
village.

It stated that the raid 
carried on March 15 by 
traumatising his wife, 
sisters, and two minor 

daughters was a tactic 
adopted by the Armed 
forces to harass Savi Lieg-
ise for his upright behav-
iour. It added that the raid 
had caused irreparable 
damage to the mentality of 
the two young daughters. 

While condemning the 
act, it stated that the das-
tardly action of the Assam 
Rifles had shown the true 
colour of the Indian armed 
forces.

The GBs of Kuda village 
as appealed to all the right 
thinking citizens of Naga-
land to raise their voices 
for revocation of the AF-
SPA 1958 so that Nagas too 
might live a dignified life 
as citizen of a democratic 
country having freedom of 
speech and expression as a 
fundamental right.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 9 
(EMN): Basing on specific 
information, Mokokchung 
battalion of the Assam 
Rifles has arrested one 
suspected NSCN (K) cad-
re during and operation 
from Bhumnyu village on 
March 19.

The accused was ar-
rested during a search 
operation from a house 
in Bhumnyu village in 
Longleng district. The ac-
cused has been identified 
as ‘ss’ Pongnyan Phom 
(44), son of Nyahpa Phom 
and resident of Bhumnyu 
village under Longleng 
district.

Assam Rifles press re-
lease stated that Pongn-
yan Phom was actively 
involved in facilitating the 
cross border movement 
of cadres across the Indo-
Myanmar border. The in-
dividual had reportedly 
surrendered in April 2016 
and had rejoined NSCN 

Dimapur, March 19 (EMN): Youth 
organisations of Botsa, Tuophema, 
Razhaphe, and Tuophe Phezou have 
strongly condemned the March 15 inci-
dent in which one Neichatuolie Kense 
was killed in a road accident.

A joint press release issued by Bot-
sa youth president Kevikhrielie Rio, 
Tuophema youth president Neithou 
Kense, Razhaphe youth president 
Savizo Seyie, and Tuophe Phezou 
youth president Letuou Sanchu al-
leged that on the fateful evening of 
March 15, a vehicle driven by Noel 
Thong hit and killed Neichatuolie 
Kense. 

After thorough investigation per-
taining to the incident, Tuophezou 
Youth Organisation alleged that the 
accident was a wilful, intentional act, 
resulting to the snatching of a precious 
life. The Tuophezou Youth Organisa-
tions has condemned the barbaric act 
of a fanatic Noel Thong, son of Glen 
Thong and Rosemary Dzüvichü. 

Presenting an eye witness, it alleged 
that the culprit instead of having any 
remorse for his misdeeds nor aiding 

the victim, fled from the scene. The 
organisation stated that such sense-
less and inhuman act perpetrated was 
beyond tolerance adding such breed of 
inhuman fanatics poses a grave danger 
and deserves no place in society.

Late Neichatuolie Kense, son of 
Pfusiehu Kense, who hail from Tuophe-
ma village was a law abiding, sincere 
and hardworking person, the press 
release stated. It added that the victim 
was the sole bread winner of his family 
with four minor children. 

It stated that Neichatuolie Kense, by 
virtue of his hard working nature and 
sincerity, had been extending support 
to his parents as well as his in-laws. 
The inhuman act of a fanatic Noel 
Thong has not only snatched the life 
of late Neichatuolie Kense, but has also 
devastated his whole family who were 
dependant on him, it added.

Urging justice for the deceased, the 
organisation cautioned that it would 
not be cowed down by such inhuman 
fanatics nor would it shy away from 
their responsibility for pursuit of justice 
to its fallen brethren.

Dimapur, March 19 (EMN): Agricul-
tural and Processed Food Products 
Export Development Authority 
(APEDA), in collaboration with the 
department of agriculture, had 
organised the buyer-seller meet on 
March 19 at Acacia Hotel, Dimapur. 
The programme was attended by 45 
participants representing from vari-
ous organisations and corporations. 

AK Yadav, advisor of APEDA, 
gave an overview of organic farming 
in the world, India and Northeast. 
Yadav also emphasised on the need 
for farmer producer organisation 
to network and create single point 
contact for a better marketing.

Sunita Rai, APEDA assistant 
general manager, explained the 
role of APEDA in the export facilita-
tion. She also spoke about quality 
management and various schemes 
on infrastructure and market de-
velopment. 

It was found out that organic 
products like ginger, turmeric, king 
chilli, kidney beans, pineapple and 
kiwi fruit were in focus. Buyers and 
exporters evinced interest in procur-
ing these commodities.

and secretary N Benjamin 
Newmai. In his welcome 
address, Newmai assured 
of the cooperation and 
support of the officers and 
staff to the newly elected 
Speaker. 

Short speech was also 
delivered by I Khoneyi 
Chang, president of Naga-

land Assembly Secretariat 
Staff Association. 

Acknowledging the 
concern shown by the of-
ficers and staff, the Speaker 
thanked God for enabling 
him to occupy the prestig-
ious and high office of re-
sponsibility in the state. He 
exhorted the officers and 

staff of the Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly to believe 
in team work, cohesiveness 
and human development. 
He expressed confidence 
that with the existing team 
of the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly Secretariat, he 
would be able to discharge 
his functions successfully.

Dimapur, March 19 (EMN): Min-
ister of Forest, Environment and 
Climate Change and Parliamen-
tary Affairs, CM Chang has in-
augurated Genesis Pharma, a 
medical wholesale and distributer, 
located at Church Road, Dimapur, 
on March 19.

Speaking on the occasion in the 

presence of staff of Dimapur Drug 
Control and members of the Naga-
land Medicine Dealers’ Association 
(NMDA), the minister encouraged 
the Naga youth to venture into 
other professions for self employ-
ment instead of looking for the gov-
ernment jobs, which according to 
him has reached a saturation point.

Dimapur, March 19 (EMN): 
Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly (NLA) Secretariat 
has felicitated Er. Vikho-o 
Yhoshü on his election as 
the Speaker of the 13th 
Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly. The Secretariat 
has organised a felicitation 
programme in his honour 
on March 19.

The programme com-
menced with an invocation 
prayer said by Rev. Kuzi-
erang Thou, State Chap-
lain, chaired by its secre-
tary Ms. Pangamla. 

Felicitation and wel-
come address, on behalf 
of the officers and staff of 
Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly, was delivered by 
the NLA commissioner 

Kohima, March 19 (EMN): 
Forest department, Ko-
hima division, has organ-
ised an awareness cum 
distribution of commu-
nity assets programme 
on March 19 at the Range 
Office, Kohima. The pro-
gramme was organised to 
strengthen and built up 
the capacity of the local 
institutions such as the 
JFMC’s, village council, 
women group etc.

Issues relating to pro-
tection and conservation 
of forest, wild life, and for-
est fire management were 
discussed and deliberated 
during the function.

DFO Kohima, Rong-
senlemla Imchen, in her 
address, thanked the 
community for cooperat-
ing with the department 
and highlighted on the 

(K) in 2017. 
The troop recovered 

one mobile phone with 
Sim card, one Aadhar card, 
one joint interrogation re-
port and surrender certifi-
cate from his possession. 

The accused along-
with recovered items were 
handed over to Longleng 
Police Station for further 
investigation, it added.

grammes that are to be 
taken up to clean the coun-
try. He expressed happiness 
that party workers of the 
state are also very involved 
and striving a lot to achieve 
the goal of a clean country. 

On his initiative, a 
pledge was taken by all the 
participants to clean one’s 
own surroundings atleast 
6 hours a day daily and 

restraint oneself from litter-
ing as well as prevent others 
from doing so.

He has called upon all 
to be a part of clean In-
dia campaign and asked 
to participate in the mass 
cleanliness programme on 
March 20 from 6 am to 9 am 
at Dimapur Civil Hospital 
and the surroundings of Di-
mapur Commerce College.
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Patrons mill around during the opening of BBQ Nation at the Saviour Ministry 
building at the Dhobi Nullah police point in Dimapur. 

Children of Ebenezer Orphanage Home were the special guests during the opening of 
BBQ Nation in the city.

Journalist and author Sanjoy Hazarika speaking during a Naga Scholars Association-organised ‘talk’ based on his recent book ‘Strangers no 
More: New Narratives from India’s North East.’

Caisii Mao /EM Images

Housing beneficiaries 
asked to start building

HIV, AIDS training module out for police, church  

Transporters outraged by alleged murder of driver
Gov. announces 
implementation of road policy

Chomping Barbeque Nation  
un-lids the aroma for foodies

Hazarika explains why NE speaks a common language of grievance 
STATE

ommended repealing the 
AFSPA, the updates stated. 
He recounted the first trip 

of the Reddy Committee 
to Imphal for public hear-
ing amidst blockades and 

protests consequent to 
the Manorama incident. 

“The tipping point for 

the report is the tragic sto-
ry of a man who went fish-
ing but never returned - he 

was caught in crossfire 
between the paramilitary 
forces and underground 
cadres. In this connec-
tion, a woman told them, 
‘I have something to tell 
you. I’m the mother. I do 
not want any other moth-
er to go through what I 
have. I did not know who 
will read your report, I do 
not know who you write it 
for, but I want to tell you 
this. This is not right. I 
don’t want any compen-
sation.’  

Also touching upon 
the ‘protracted negotia-
tion’ and the ‘framework 
agreement’ between the 
government of India and 
the NSCN (IM), he was 
stated to have maintained 
that the greater challenge 
was in reconciliation of 
political groups and the of 
the people. 

“The civil societies, 
academia, intellectuals, 
etc who have the goodwill 
of the people need to lead 
the people in reaching out 
to one another to facilitate 
reconciliation. Reconcili-
ation, though hard and 

long, leads to healing and 
is essential for the peo-
ple to move forward,” the 
press release stated. With 
the need of people’s par-
ticipation for change, he 
was said to have “hinted” 
the need for good leaders 
by referring to the sacrific-
es made by Nelson Man-
dela, whose life and works 
continue to stir people of 
different backgrounds to 
tears till today. 

Hazarika said: “The 
world of the Northeast 
has seen some good and 
much bad. We’ve looked 
at some of these factors, 
which have shaped and 
reshaped life and society, 
politics and power, driven 
by passion and determi-
nation by geography and 
history, insensitivity and 
stupidity, by plain com-
mon sense, by brutality 
and by kindness.” 

Hazarika is of the 
opinion that Northeast 
India has taken inroads, 
especially in metropolitan 
cities such as Delhi and 
that ‘it takes a lot of cour-
age to carry on.’ 

Dimapur, March 19 (EMN):  
The Nagaland State AIDS 
Control Society (NSACS) ex-
presses happiness for a train-
ing module about HIV and 
AIDS control for law enforce-
ment agencies and faith-
based organisations. 

The NSACS issued a note 
on Monday.

“At the outset I would like 
to congratulate the FHI360-
Project Sunrise for bringing 
out this training module for 
law enforcement agencies. 
We are all aware that the 
problem of HIV and AIDS 
cannot be addressed by one 
single agency or entity,” the 
NSACS stated. 

‘Therefore, it is much ap-
preciated that with the sup-
port and cooperation of the 
DGP and his officials from the 
police headquarters Kohima 
and the Prisons department, 
Nagaland, the module has 
been developed to be used as 

part of a training curriculum 
in the two police training 
academy in the state.’

According to the organi-
sation, a training module for 
law enforcement agencies 
had been a long-felt need 
in the state. And it is to be 
highly appreciated that the 
police headquarters Kohima 
took up a proactive role in 
bringing out the module led 
by the medical consultant at 
the Police headquarters and 
the IGP (training). 

“The FHI360-Project Sun-
rise came at the right time to 
facilitate the development 
of the module in partner-
ship with Kripa Foundation 
Nagaland. 

‘By committing to incor-
porate the module in the reg-
ular training curricula of the 
two police training academy 
in the state, it is anticipated 
that the module will go a long 
way in developing the skills 

of the forefront law keepers 
in addressing the HIV and 
AIDS epidemic in the state 
with a humane approach,’ 
the NSACS stated. 

“A lot of support and in-
puts were provided by the 
project director and offi-
cials at Nagaland State AIDS 
Control Society in making 
the module meaningful. I 
once again congratulate the 
leadership provided by the 
DGP and his officials at PHQ 
Kohima, and wish them all 
success in taking this initia-
tive forward.” 

Further, the society re-
marked that Nagaland, un-
like most other states in In-
dia, is a Christian-dominated 
state and the church plays a 
very critical role in the day to 
day lives of the people. 

“Many churches are con-
cerned and has been sup-
porting and contributing 
towards the issues around 

HIV and AIDS. The module 
has thus been developed to 
be used by the FBOs (faith-
based organisations) in their 
regular church outreach and 
youth ministry,” the  NSACS 
stated. It has expressed hope 
that the module would be a 
‘beneficial reference in dis-
seminating information re-
lated to HIV and AIDS and 
help each one of us in ad-
dressing stigma and discrimi-
nation.’

No other platform in the 
state is as extensively estab-
lished as the church plat-
form, the organisation stated. 

“It is much appreciated 
that many churches have 
initiated various efforts in 
addressing the HIV and AIDS 
epidemic locally.   The mod-
ule on HIV and AIDS for Faith 
Based Organization has been 
developed to be used as a 
reference by the churches in 
their response to HIV and 

AIDS. The leadership pro-
vided by the leaders of the 
Faith Based Organisations 
in the state, the technical as-
sistance provided by FHI360-
Project Sunrise, the technical 
inputs given by the project 
director and officials at Na-
galand State AIDS Control 
Society and the compilation 
facilitated by the consultant 
along with Kripa Founda-
tion, Nagaland had enabled 
the timely completion of the 
module,” it stated.

“We hope and look for-
ward, that the module will 
greatly benefit the churches 
in addressing the HIV and 
AIDS related concerns in the 
state,” the NSACS added.  

The agency thanked the 
FHI360-Project Sunrise, Kri-
pa Foundation and consult-
ant Dr.Vinito Chishi, coor-
dinator of the Legislators 
Forum for AIDS for the ini-
tiative. 

Dimapur, March 19 (EMN): 
The Dimapur District Pick-up 
Van Owners & Drivers Union 
(DDPODU) has condemned   
the alleged murder of a driver 
identified as Devanand Ku-
mar Shah, said to have been 
a resident of Supply Road in 
Dimapur. 

A press release appended 
by the union’s general secre-
tary Tongpangkumba stated 
that the perpetrators hired a 
vehicle from ‘station road’ in 
Dimapur on March 16. The 
union alleged that the perpe-
trators murdered the driver 
and made off with the vehicle.  

The union stated that 
the dead body was recov-
ered in ‘Borlonger’ area be-
tween Diphu and Lumding 
on March 17. Assistant Sub 
Inspector Niranjan Dohingia 
brought the dead body to 
Diphu civil hospital, the un-
ion reported.

The union strongly con-
demned what it called the 
barbaric act and stated that 
such acts should be de-
nounced by all right-thinking 
citizens. Also, the union in-
formed its members to pay 
tribute to the deceased on 
March 20.  

Expressing resentment at 
the alleged murder, the union 
appealed to the law enforce-
ment to rope in the assailants 
and penalize them. The union  
conveyed condolences to the 
bereaved family and prayed 
for the departed soul to rest 
in peace. 

Dimapur, March 19 (EMN): 
The governor of Nagaland PB 
Acharya has announced the 
implementation of the Na-
galand Road Maintenance 
Policy of 2017 in Nagaland. 
The department of Informa-
tion and Public Relations 
informed about the event.

According to the IPR’s 
report, the policy will come 
into force immediately from 

the date of publication in 
the gazette and will remain 
in operation till the state 
government considers it fit. 
The government reserves 
the right to make amend-
ment  to  the  Pol icy  and 
Rules from time to time as 
deemed fit.

 The policy has been ap-
proved by the cabinet dated 
Dec. 13 2017, it stated.  

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, March 19: Bar-
beque Nation, a leading 
casual dining restaurant 
group in India, has in-
augurated an outlet in 
Dimapur. 

Foodies in Dimapur 
now stand a chance to 
experience the joy of grill-
ing their own vegetar-
ian and non-vegetarian 
delicacies on live grills, 
provided on the tables 
in the restaurant. The 
outlet, spread across an 

area of 4000 square feet, 
can accommodate about 
88 guests. 

Barbeque Nation pio-
neered the DIY (do-it-
yourself ) cuisine with a 
concept of live on-the-
table grill (live kitchen) 
and is said to be the larg-
est casual dining brand in 
the country. 

The all-you-can eat 
buffet at Barbeque Na-
tion showcases an array 
of vegetarian and non-
vegetarian spread with 

starters such as Paneer 
Zafrani Tikka, Mutton 
Makhan Seekh and Char-
mola Prawns and many 
more. 

The dessert comprises 
Chocolate Walnut Brown-
ie, GulabJamun and Ke-
sariPhirnee, along with a 
wide range of Kulfis at the 
restaurant’s most famous 
Kulfi Nation counter, 
where guests can mix var-
ious flavours and create 
different combinations.

Suman Mukherjee, 

assistant regional man-
ager for the company’s 
east India region, said it 
was a delight serving the 
people of the Northeast 
with an outlet in Guwa-
hati also.

“With the launch of 
our new outlet in Di-
mapur, we hope to ex-
pand (the service) fur-
ther,” Mukherjee said. He 
said also that the outlet 
would love to introduce 
and infuse local cuisines 
while  upgrading the 

product as part of culi-
nary ‘innovation.’ 

“There are many Na-
gas working in BBQ Na-
tion across the country 
and I am sure they are 
willing to come back to 
their home town to work 
with us,” he said when 
asked about employment 
opportunities the outlet 
creates. “I request the din-
ers of Nagaland to come 
and taste us and give feed-
backs to help us serve you 
better,” he added.

Dimapur, March 19 (EMN):  
The ministry of Housing and 
Urban Affairs has issued a 
number of directives to the   
beneficiaries of the Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana-Housing 
for All (PMAY-HFA), second 
instalment, for them to com-
ply with. 

According to updates 
from the department of In-
formation and Public Rela-
tions (IPR) on Monday, the 
second instalment of the 
PMAY-HFA will be barred on 
various criteria. Beneficiar-
ies failing to construct their 
house with the first instal-
ment will have to reimburse 
the amount to the ministry. It 
has informed that the second 
phase geo-tagged photo-
graphs showing construction 
activities must be uploaded 

on ‘bhuvan portal.’
It has also instructed that 

the beneficiaries who opted 
for the ‘new house category’ 
under the scheme can build 
either an “ekra” house (Hindi 
for chalets or simple cottages) 
or a brick house. 

Other construction ma-
terials such as corrugated 
galvanised iron wall/thatch/
bamboo mats/ plastic/poly-
thene/ mud etc., shall not be 
considered as these materi-
als come under the “kuccha” 
house (Hindi for coarse house) 
category, the IPR stated. 

Keeping these directives in 
view, the department of Mu-
nicipal Affairs informed that 
the beneficiaries of the first 
instalment of the PMAY-HFA 
to commence with construc-
tion immediately.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 9 
(EMN): The Naga Scholars 
Association (NSA)  hosted 
a ‘talk’ by journalist-ac-
ademic-author Sanjoy 
Hazarika based on his 
recent book ‘Strangers 
no More: New Narratives 
from India’s North East.’

The group issued a 
press release on Monday 
stating that the interac-
tion was part of objec-
tives for ‘scholarly inter-
action’ and to network 
with academicians and 
academic institutions. 
The speaker of the event 
was Sanjoy Hazarika, 
who the organisation 
described as a human 
rights activist ‘recognised 
for designing and devel-
oping innovative strate-
gies for inclusive health 
and governance and also 
known as scholar, au-
thor, journalist and film-
maker.’

S a n j o y  H a z a r i k a 
started his discourse by 
recounting his meet-
ing with Naga leader AZ 
Phizo which changed his 
perspective of the Na-

gas, the updates stated. 
Hazarika was 19 years of 
age then, the NSA stated.  
During that brief encoun-
ter, Phizo was quoted as 
having said that “One day 
the Assamese will under-
stand what we have gone 
through. They will speak 
our language, because the 
Indian government can-
not be trusted.” 

‘He turned out to be 
right,’ said Hazarika. His 
personal encounters with 
other figures from North-
east India and of the peo-
ple of the region in general 
eventually led him to ana-
lyse what it was that drove 
the people of this region 
to press on with their as-
pirations, the press release 
stated.

Hazarika also talked 
about his experience as 
the lone member from 
the Northeast India in the 
Jeeven Reddy Commit-
tee set up to review the 
Armed Forces (Special 
Powers) Act. The commit-
tee, however, seemed to 
undergo a change in their 
attitude and finally rec-
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New Delhi/Agartala, 
March 19 (IANS): Tripura 
Chief Minister Biplab Ku-
mar Deb, who heads an 
11-day-old BJP govern-
ment in the state, on Mon-
day met Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi seeking a 
special package to over-
come a “severe financial 
burden” the new govern-
ment is saddled with, an 
official said.

“Tripura Chief Minister 
met the Prime Minister 
and several other central 
ministers at their Parlia-
ment house offices and 
sought special financial 
package from the Centre 
to surmount the severe fi-
nancial crisis of the state,” 
an official of the Tripura 
Chief Minister’s secretariat 
said.

The official, who re-
fused to be named, told 
IANS: “We are yet to know 
what assurance the Prime 
Minister gave to the Chief 
Minister.”

Deb accompanied 
by Chief Secretary San-
jeev Ranjan and Principal 
Secretary L.K. Gupta had 
on Sunday night left here 
for the national capital to 
meet the central leaders.

The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP)-led govern-
ment in Tripura on Sunday 
also published a white 
paper here specifying that 
the previous Left Front 
government left behind Rs 
11,356 crore liabilities and 
fiscal deficits.

The official said that 
the Chief Minister during 
his four-day visit to New 
Delhi would also meet Un-
ion Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley, Minister of State for 
PMO and Development 
of North Eastern Region 
Jitendra Singh and other 
central leaders, including 
BJP President Amit Shah.

The special package 
is also required to imple-
ment one of the party’s 
most populist pre-poll 

promises -- to raise the 
salaries and allowances 
of the state government 
employees at par with the 
proposals of the Seventh 
Central Pay Commission.

The official said that 
at Parliament House, the 
Chief Minister was offered 
a rousing welcome by sev-
eral Union Ministers for 
the BJP’s stunning vic-
tory in the state by defeat-
ing the Communist Party 
of India-Marxist led Left 
Front in the February 18 
polls.

Deb also called on 
President Ram Nath Ko-
vind.

Deputy Chief Minister 
Jishnu Debbarma, who 
also holds the Finance 
portfolio, told the media 
that the new government 
is facing fiscal deficit and 
liabilities of Rs 11,356 
crore. “We have inherited 
the financial burden from 
the previous Left Front 
government.”

To increase the sala-
ries and allowances of the 
2.18 lakh state government 
employees and pensioners 
in line with the proposals 
of the Seventh Pay Com-
mission, an additional Rs 
1,460 crore annual finan-
cial assistance is required.

The BJP government in 
its first cabinet meeting on 
March 10 decided to con-
stitute an expert commit-
tee to be headed by former 
Assam Chief Secretary 
P.P. Verma to make suit-
able recommendations 
for raising the salaries and 
allowances of the state 
government employees 
and pensioners.

Verma was the Chair-
man of a committee that 
had suggested a pay hike 
structure for the 4.20 lakh 
Assam government em-
ployees and pensioners as 
per the recommendations 
of 7th pay commission.

“Despite the financial 
crisis, the BJP government 

would fulfil its pre-poll 
promises at any cost,” the 
Deputy Chief Minister 
added.

He said that the total 
expenditure of Tripura 
exceeded the budget es-
timates in the last three 
financial years (2014-15 to 
2016-17) since the previ-
ous Left Front government 
failed to strike a balance 
between budget and ex-
penditure.

“The new state govern-
ment has adopted a three-
pronged strategy to beat 
the fiscal deficit and crisis, 
besides ensure all-round 
development of the state 
and welfare of the people,” 
Debbarma added. 

A c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 
Deputy Chief Minister, 
the three-pronged strat-
egy includes balanced and 
restrained expenditure, 
increasing revenue and 
enhanced collection of 
revenue, and seeking cen-
tral financial aid.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, March 19 (EMN): 
The Deputy Chief Minister 
Yumnam Joykumar Singh 
inaugurated the 11th Sci-
ence Communicators’ 
meet (11th Rastriya Vigyan 
Sancharak Sammelan) as 
part of the ongoing 105th 
edition of Indian Science 
Congress at Manipur Uni-
versity at Canchipur cam-
pus in Imphal on March 
19.

Dr AK Saxena, former 
general president of In-
dian Science Congress 
Association(ISCA), Prof 
Adya Prasad Pandey, Vice-
Chancellor of Manipur 
University, Prof PP Math-
ur, Prof Gangadhar, both 
general secretary of ISCA, 
Prof N Rajmuhon Singh 
of the Manipur university 
who is the convenor of the 
event also attended the 
inaugural function.

Speaking at the inau-
gural session, Joykumar 
said that a lot of changes 
have been made through 
science and technology 
for a better human live. He 
said, many new innova-
tions have also been made 
to ensure safety while ap-

plying new technologies 
and methods for human 
benefits. New findings in 
the easiest means should 
be communicated to the 
people especially to the 
unreached so that it can 
be applied in their day to 
day living.

Insisting to open up 
science centres at the 
remote areas, Joykumar 
Singh said, such centres 
would be helpful to com-
municate with the un-
reached the basic con-
cepts of science so that 
they can understand what 
science is all about. He 
further said, a lot of re-
search work should be 
done to preserve and 
protect environment, to 
control pollution and to 
provide clean and renew-
able energy etc. in order to 
sustain human livelihood 
for long.

The deputy chief min-
ister exuded confidence 
that the theme “Reaching 
the Unreached through 
Science & Technology” 
itself explains the impor-
tance of Science Commu-
nication to the masses and 
such congregation of Sci-

ence Communicators will 
deliberate on issues of how 
science communication 
can be made effectively.

Former General Presi-
dent, ISCA Saxena said, 
around 70% population 
in rural areas have little 
knowledge of science and 
technology. He said, to 
develop simplest methods 
to communicate masses 
about Science, Science 
Communicators Meet can 
play a key role. Issues like 
global warming, pollution 
and environmental chal-
lenges can be addressed 
only when people are 
aware of its importance 
and it is in this direction 
that effective science com-
munication can play the 
key role.

Vice-Chancellor Prof 
Pandey said that the use 
of science in everyday life 
should be communicated 
to the masses. It is the area 
where we can work for 
many developmental pur-
poses. If we can commu-
nicate and share the basic 
ideas of science to the un-
reached, a lot of changes 
can be made in the lives of 
people, he added.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, March 19 (EMN): Close on 
the heels of launching a scheme 
to avoid school drop-outs, a six-
month free remedial coaching 
programme under Chief Minis-
ter’s Lairik Yengminnasi (Chief 
Minister’s lest learn program) Pro-
gramme 2017-18 was launched in 
Manipur on March 19.

Manipur Chief Minister N 
Biren Singh, Principal Secretary 
(MOBC and SC) PK Singh, Direc-
tor (MOBC and SC) Kh Dinesh-
chandra Singh and other high 
ranking officials of the depart-
ment were present at the launch-
ing function at Durbar Hall of 
Chief Minister’s Secretariat in 
Imphal.

Speaking on the occasion, 
N Biren Singh said that there is 
nothing impossible to achieve if 
one puts in effort with a firm de-

termination.
Stating that the remedial 

coaching was conducted with an 
objective to provide tuition facility 
to the students belonging to mi-
nority, OBC and SC communities, 
Biren said that the present gov-
ernment have already taken up 
many social security schemes for 
the needy and 
poor people.

BIren Singh 
said that the 
coaching pro-
gramme was also part of one such 
scheme that would benefit the 
students belonging to less privi-
leged sections of the society.

Informing that 83 government 
teachers and 71 private sector 
teachers had been engaged for 
the said coaching programme, 
he stated that INR 74 lakh has 
been earmarked for this par-

ticular scheme, he added. The 
government teachers for Classes 
VI-X students would be given a 
monthly remuneration of Rs 5000 
per month while Government 
teachers for Classes XI-XII would 
get Rs 6000 per month.

On the other hand, private 
sector teachers for classes VI-X 

would be 
g i v e n  a 
monthly 
r e m u -
neration 

of INR 8000 per month while 
government teachers for Classes 
XI-XII would get INR 10,000 per 
month, the Chief Minister said.

The scheme launched will be 
implemented by Manipur Minori-
ties and OBC Economic Develop-
ment Society (MOBEDS) under 
the department for welfare of 
minorities, OBCs and Scheduled 

Castes (MOBC & SC). 
The programme aims at 

achieving quality education by all 
students regardless of poor or rich. 
Infrastructure of the Government 
schools will be utilised in running 
the coaching programme. Coach-
ing will be conducted from 6 am 
to 8:30 am in three subjects i.e. 
Science, Maths and English. The 
classes that will be covered under 
this scheme are: Category A (Class 
VI to X) and Category B (Class XI 
and XII Science).

Recently Lairik Tamhanla-
si (Let them Learn)scheme was 
launched, to ensure that no child 
is left behind to get their basic right 
to education up to the higher sec-
ondary stage of education (Class 
IX-XII) by providing the cost of 
admission/examination/tuition 
fees, uniform and text books to the 
government schools students

Aizawl, March 19 (PTI): 
Mizoram Chief Minister 
Lal Thanhawla today in-
formed the Assembly that 
the talks to be held in New 
Delhi tomorrow between 
chief secretaries of Assam 
and Mizoram would not 
touch the border dispute 
between the two states.

Lal Thanhawla said 
that state chief secretary 
Arvind Ray would talk 
about the reported atroci-
ties committed by the 
Assam Police personnel 
on Mizo students and 
reporters on March eight 
and ten.

The meeting, to be 

chaired by union home 
secretary and attended 
by home ministry officials 
and chief secretaries of 
the two states, has been 
convened by Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh.

The border dispute 
erupted in the wake of 
protests by Mizo students, 
which turned violent re-
cently as Mizo Zirlai Pawl 
tried to construct a rest 
house on NH 154 near 
the border on February 
27 on land owned by the 
first state chief minister 
Ch Chhunga at Zophai 
area near Mizoram-Assam 
border area. 

Itanagar, March 19 (PTI): 
A fire broke out at Lower 
Dibang Valley district of 
Arunachal Pradesh yes-
terday evening, reducing 
18 houses to ashes, po-
lice today said. However, 
there were no casualties 
in the incident. The inci-
dent occurred at Model 
Village in Roing, the district 
headquarters. The houses 
were under District Ur-
ban Development Agency 
(DUDA).The wind-aided 

fire spread quickly to the 
closely built houses and 
reduced all 18 of them to 
ashes before the fire fight-
ers brought the flame un-
der control after hours of 
efforts. The fire is suspect-
ed to have started from an 
unattended fireplace, the 
police said. Roing Fire Sta-
tion in-charge Kasem Tay-
eng informed that strong 
winds made it difficult for 
the fire fighters to contain 
the blaze.

Dimapur, March 19 (EMN): The 
Katihar division of Northeast Fron-
tier Railway (NFR) has surpassed 
the freight loading target fixed for 
the entire 2017- 18 financial year on 
March 18. 

A press release issued by the NFR 
Maligaon on March 19 mentioned 
that the division had been given a 
freight loading target of 3.140 metric 
tonne which translates to loading of 
155 wagon per day. Against which 
the division is said to have achieved 
loading of 3.141 Metric Tonne or 

158.1 Wagon till March 18. 
There are a few days left in the fi-

nancial year, and hence it is expected 
that the division would surpass the 
target fixed for it by a good margin, 
stated the release.

The freight loading is said to 
be a major source of revenue for 
Indian Railways and the Railway 
Board. 

The apex decision making body 
of the Ministry of railways sets freight 
loading target for each of the zonal 
railways at the beginning of every fi-

nancial year. Achieving these targets 
is an achievement in itself as these 
targets are often very stiff and high, 
added the release. 

The Katihar division is said to 
have achieved the feat by loading 
800 Rakes (a complete train) of pe-
troleum oil and lubricants, 259 rakes 
of maize, 141 rakes of RMC and 13 
rakes of other commodities. 

Also, the division is said to have 
achieved a loading of 3.003 metric 
tonne or 148.4 wagon per day during 
the last financial year too.

New Delhi, March 19 (IANS): Voicing con-
cern on the financial deficit states of the 
northeast, Union Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley has said that the Central govern-
ment will extend full support to reverse 
the situation in the region, an official 
statement said on Sunday

Jaitley made this statement during a 
meeting with Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad Sangma, at his residence in New 
Delhi Saturday evening, to discuss on the 
financial situation of the state.

Giving a patient hearing to Sangma 
and his ministers, he assured all support 
and cooperation to increase revenue gen-
eration in the state.

“We have to come up with inadequa-
cies of resources of the deficit state. If we 
tell northeast to live on its own resources, 
it will take one day for the region to break, 
so it our responsibility to support and 
give a special attention to the region,” 
Jaitley said.

He expressed hope that Assam was 
slowly coming out of the deficit status.

Jaitley has suggested the delegation 
to come up with appropriate strategies 
to promote tourism in Meghalaya with 
focus on making the state an educational 
hub.

Sangma also discussed about setting 
an IT and Food Park in Meghalaya apart 
from promoting the indigenous herbal 
medicines of the region. 

The issue of air connectivity in Meg-
halaya was also discussed during the 
meeting. 

“At present we have a Pawan Hans 
helicopter. But we are going to open 
three helipads in various parts of the 
state to ensure these services start. Rail-
way tracks are also on the list but there 
are challenges as NGO and civil societies 
are posing some challenge but we are 
trying to get them onboard,” Sangma 
said. 

Guwahati, March 19 (PTI): 
Power tariff in Assam will fall 
by about two per cent from 
next month with the regula-
tory body announcing a cut in 
energy charges. “The energy 
charges have been reduced 
by 20-30 paise per unit. The 
Commission has marginally 
increased the fixed/demand 
charges for most categories. 
This has resulted in an over-
all decrease of 2 per cent (14 
paise/unit) as compared to the 
existing tariff,” Assam Electric-
ity Regulatory Commission 
(AERC) said in a statement.

AERC said the cut in energy 

charges for Jeevan Dhara seg-
ment will be 10 paise, while it will 
be cut 50 paise for public lighting 
for every unit consumed.

However, fixed charges were 
not raised for 2-3 categories as 
the rates were already higher 
than that of other segments.

AERC said that after final 
adjustment for 2016-17 and 
considering the standalone rev-
enue requirement for 2018-19, 
the cumulative revenue surplus 
worked out to Rs 109.56 crore, 
the benefit of which has been 
passed on to the consumer by 
revising the tariff with effect 
from April 1, 2018.

Explaining the reason to hike 
the fixed charges, the regulator 
said: “On analysis, it was seen 
that around 6 per cent of the 
Annual Revenue Requirement 
(ARR) of Assam Power Distri-
bution Company Ltd (APDCL) 
comprises fixed costs.

However, only 12 per cent 
of the ARR is recovered through 
fixed/demand Charges.

“With the revision in fixed/
demand charges, APDCL will be 
able to recover only around 14 
per cent of the ARR through the 
fixed/demand charges.” 

For domestic purposes be-
low 5 kW category, energy charg-

es have been slashed to Rs 5.45 
per unit from Rs 5.65 for 120 
units, while it will be Rs 6.70 as 
against Rs 6.90 earlier for 121 to 
240 units every month.

For the balance above 240 
units, it is reduced to Rs 7.70 
from Rs 7.90, AERC said.

For the homes having 5 kW 
to 25 kW load, the rate has de-
creased to Rs 7.30 from Rs 7.50 
for every unit consumed.

However, fixed charges for all 
the above four categories have 
been hiked to Rs 40 per kW from 
Rs 30 now, AERC said.

Likewise, the energy rates for 
commercial segment have also 

been reduced, while the fixed 
charges were increased.

The regulatory body in-
formed that the average cost of 
supply (ACOS) for 2018-19 works 
out to Rs 7.35 per kWh as against 
APDCL’s proposal of Rs 7.82 per 
kWh and existing effective ACOS 
of Rs 7.49 per kWh.

Trying to rationalise power 
usage hours, AERC announced 
that night off-peak rebate has 
been increased from Rs 0.50 per 
kWh to Rs 1.50 per kWh in order 
to incentivise HT industrial con-
sumer categories to shift their 
consumption more to night off-
peak hours.

Agartala, March 19 (PTI): 
The BJP-IPFT government 
is facing a “huge financial 
burden” due to the previ-
ous dispensation’s “failure” 
in proper planning, Tripu-
ra Deputy Chief Minister 
Jishnu Devbarman has 
said.

Devbarman said that 
the state government is 
staring at a fiscal deficit of 
Rs 11,355.53 crore.

“The economic condi-
tion of the state was re-
viewed in a meeting on 
March 16 and it was found 
that there is huge load of 
financial burden on the 
new government.

“The new government 
is facing a fiscal deficit of 
Rs 11,355.53 crore. It was 
due to previous govern-
ment’s failure in proper 
planning,” Devbarman 
told reporters yesterday 
night.

Devbarman, who is 
also the state’s finance 
minister, said the total 
expenditure of Tripura 
was more than its Budget 
in the last three financial 

years, as the previous state 
government was unable to 
maintain a balance.

Augmentation of rev-
enue, austerity measures 
to balance expenditure 
and a proper financial 
package from the Cen-
tral government can help 
Tripura to tide over the 
crisis, he said.

“A total of Rs 1,459.51 
core per year would be 
required to implement the 
recommendations of the 
7th Central Pay Commis-
sion for the state’s employ-
ees,” Devbarman added.

The BJP-Indigenous 
People’s Front of Tripura 
combine had recently 
scripted history by win-
ning the state Assembly 
polls with two-third ma-
jority, ending 25 years of 
uninterrupted rule of the 
CPI(M)-led Left Front in 
the state.

The BJP and IPFT won 
43 seats. 

The elections in 59 
seats in the 60-member 
Assembly were held on 
February 18.

EM Images

Men seen carrying firewood in bicycles from Langmili area ready to be sold at Diphu Market as a means 
of livelihood.

EM Images

Yumnam Joykumar speaking during the inaugural function of the Science communicators’ meet during the 
ongoing 105th edition of Indian Science Congress at Imphal in Manipur.

Tripura CM meets PM, seeks 
special package for state

Science communicators’ meet 
inaugurated at science congress 

Free medical coaching prog. launched in Manipur 

‘Assam-Mizoram border dispute 
not to feature in Delhi meeting’

Fire reduces 18 houses to 
ashes in Arunachal’s RoingNFR Katihar division achieves freight loading target

Fuel of life Jaitley voices concern financial 
deficit states of Northeast

Assam electricity tariff to fall by 14 paise per unit from April

‘BJP-IPFT govt facing 
huge financial burden’

Nothing is impossible if one puts 
in effort with firm determination, 

says Manipur CM



5BUSINESS
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Tuesday, March 20, 2018

Pinarayi Vijayan

India’s domestic 
air passenger 
traffic up 24% in 
February
New Delhi, March 19 
(IANS): Domestic air pas-
senger traffic rose to 1.07 
crore in February 2018 -- 
up 24.14 per cent -- from 
86.55 lakh in the corre-
sponding month of  2017, 
official data showed on 
Monday.

The total domestic air 
passenger traffic had risen 
to 1.14 crore in January.

Data furnished by the 
Directorate General of  
Civil Aviation (DGCA) 
revealed that passenger 
traffic during the January-
February 2018 period 
grew by 21.80 per cent.

“Passengers carried 
by domestic airlines dur-
ing January-February 
2018 were 222.09 lakh as 
against 182.34 lakh during 
the corresponding period 
of  previous year, register-
ing a growth of  21.80 per 
cent,” the DGCA said in 
its monthly domestic traf-
fic report.

SBI to offer 
mortgage-backed 
home loans to 
non-salaried
New Delhi, March 19 
(IANS): The State Bank 
of India (SBI) on Monday 
signed a memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) 
with the India Mortgage 
Guarantee Corporation 
(IMGC) to offer mortgage 
guarantee scheme for 
prospective non-salaried 
home loan seekers.

“With the rising de-
mand in affordable hous-
ing segment, this product 
aims to provide home fi-
nance to select target au-
dience at better terms. 

“The offering will help 
increase home loan eli-
gibility up to 15 per cent 
within the regulatory 
norms,” the top public 
lender said in a statement 
here.

Commenting on the 
tie-up, P.K. Gupta, Man-
aging Director - Retail and 
Digital Banking, SBI, said: 
“Under the product, an 
applicant can avail higher 
finance based on the ‘risk 
grade’ of the borrower, by 
opting for IMGC default 
guarantee cover.”

NEWS IN BRIEF

Sensex descends Mount 33k, Nifty50 
below 10,100-mark in over 3 months

Bank unions demand JPC 
probe into PNB fraud case

Online search for  
farm-related jobs fell in 2017

ASUS launches world’s thinnest 
convertible laptop in India

Samsung India partners BITS Pilani 
to upskill employees in AI, ML

30 global business leaders 
to take part in Kochi Summit

It was the fourth con-
secutive session of losses 
for the Nifty. The weak-
ness came on the back of 
weak global cues ahead 
of the US Federal Reserve 
policy decision later in 
the week,” Deepak Jasani, 
Head - Retail Research, 
HDFC Securities. 

“Investors were also 
worried about the sharp 
widening of current ac-
count deficit (CAD) in 
December quarter. Met-
als and bank shares came 
under selling pressure,” 
he added.

Data released by the 
Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) post market hours 
on Friday revealed that 
India’s CAD widened to 
$13.5 billion during the 
third quarter of 2017-
18 from $7.2 billion in 
the second quarter and 
$8 billion in the cor-
responding period in 
2016-17.

On Monday, all the 19 
sub-indices of the BSE 
closed in the red, with 
the S&P BSE metals index 
falling by 368.35 points, 
followed by consumer 

durables index by 318.81 
points, banking index by 
301.46 points, oil and gas 
index by 254.73 points 
and IT index by 243.58 
points.

Vinod Nair, Head of 
Research, Geojit Financial 
Services, said: “Market 
continues to drag under 
global market volatility 
ahead of the FOMC (Fed-
eral Open Market Com-
mittee) meet tomorrow, 
where consensus hints at 
a 25 basis points rate hike.

“Bond yield remains 
at elevated levels and 

New Delhi, March 19 
(IANS): Online search 
for agriculture and farm-
ing-related jobs in India 
dropped 25 per cent per 
week on an average in 
2017 due to lack of job 
security in the sector, a 
report released here on 
Monday said.

“Commonly per-
ceived as careers that 
lack security, the lack 
of awareness about the 
scope of the sector and 
the dearth of entrepre-
neurial spirit also hinders 
new entrants,” the report 
by Indeed India said.

“The data further in-
dicates that job seekers 
in the age group of 21 to 
25 years -- the generation 
comprising fresh gradu-
ates, newcomers to the 
industry -- show the low-

est level of interest in ag-
riculture jobs,” it added.

The report, however, 
said people in the age 
group of 31 to 35 years 
exhibit a higher than av-
erage interest in agricul-
tural jobs.

The study also sug-
gested that “clean la-
belling” of agriculture 
products and derivatives 
items is likely to aid the 
ailing sector and revive 
the interest for agricul-
tural jobs. 

“The shift in consum-
er behaviour towards 
healthy eating, and by 
extension, healthy living 
is driving the movement 
towards clean labelling, 
an area that requires agri-
cultural expertise,” Sashi 
Kumar, Managing Direc-
tor, Indeed India said. 

New Delhi, March 19 (IANS): Taiwan-
ese electronics giant ASUS on Monday 
launched the worlds thinnest convert-
ible laptop at Rs 1,30,990 in India.

The new “ASUS Zenbook Flip S 
UX370” comes with a 13.3-inch full-
HD display with touch screen.

“With the ‘ASUS Zenbook Flip S 
UX370’, it becomes a perfect com-
panion for those looking for styl-
ish and powerful notebook for 
daily use,” Arnold Su, Business 
Development Manager, ASUS 
India, said in a statement.

The device 
comes 
w i t h 
8 t h -
G e n e r a t i o n 
Intel Core i7-8550U 
processor with on-board 16GB 
RAM. It runs on Windows 10.

The device is a mere 11.2mm and 
weighs just 1.1 kg, the company claimed 
in a statement.

It comes with ErgoLift hinge -- one 
of the world’s most compact 360 de-
gree hinges -- that features a precision-

engineered multigear metal 
mecha-
n i s m , 
with a 

s i l k y -
s m o o t h , 

s t e p l e s s 
action that 

holds the 
display se-
curely at any 

angle.
The two 

USB-C ports 
on the device 

support external 
4K UHD displays, power 

delivery and data transfer -- all via 
the reversible, any-way-up USB-C con-
nector.

The device is currently available at 
ASUS stores across the country.

Noida, March 19 (IANS): To help its employees at its No-
ida R&D facility to upgrade skills in areas such as Arti-
ficial Intelligence (AI), Cloud computing and Machine 
Learning (ML), Samsung India on Monday signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with India’s 
premier engineering institute BITS Pilani. As part of 
the initiative, the employees of the R&D centre will be 
able to pursue M.Tech in Software Systems, to further 
upgrade their skills, Samsung India said in a statement.  
“As technology evolves, skill sets must evolve too, espe-
cially for a company like Samsung that is focused on the 
next level of innovations,” said Seounghoon Oh, Manag-
ing Director, Samsung R&D Institute India-Noida. “This 
MoU is in line with our vision to develop futuristic skill-
sets aligned to the requirements of the fast evolving mo-
bile and consumer electronics sectors,” Oh said. 

conference.
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan will 

inaugurate the event on March 22 at Le 
Meridien hotel which would see nearly 
2,000 professionals which includes en-
trepreneurs, academicians, key influ-
encers, start-ups and corporate bodies 
in attendance.

“This will be the most high-profile 
IT event ever conducted in Kerala. It will 
unleash the digital achievements of the 
state and its potential as a consumption-
ready digital market place. Envisaged as 
a biennial event, it seeks to create and 
foster a network of digital achievers and 
inspire them to participate in the digital 
ambitions of the state,” S.D Shibulal, 
who is chairman of the state’s High Pow-
er IT Committee, told the media here on 
Monday.

“This would be a wonderful opportu-
nity for Kerala-based companies, start-
ups, aspiring entrepreneurs and individ-
uals to understand directly from some of 
the brightest minds in the world about 
emerging trends in the digital space and 
what the future holds for them. 

Disruptive technological forces are 
set to revolutionize the way businesses 
are being done. Kerala cannot afford to 
be left behind,” said the former Infosys 
CEO and MD.

V.K.Mathews, who heads IBS Soft-
ware Services and is a key organiser of 
the two day event, said the direct out-
come of the event will be the formation 
of a “Digital Achievers Network of Kerala 
Origin”, numbering around 150.

“The members of this network will, 
on a collective and individual basis, be-
come the brand ambassadors of Kerala. 
This network will also serve as an idea-
tion platform for championing the cause 
of Kerala to become a hub for the knowl-
edge industry,” he said.

The 30 invitees are divided into six 
panels and the topics of discussion 
would include aThe digital future of trav-
el & transportation’; ‘Data: Oil of the dig-
ital future’; ‘The digital future of health & 
sustainability’; ‘The digital future of edu-
cation & skills’; ‘Technology disruption 
and inclusion’; and ‘The digital future of 
banking finance and retail’.

Kochi, March 19 (IANS): Over 30 top 
figures from IT, banking, retail, health, 
education, travel and transportation 
sectors will share insights on opportuni-
ties, emerging trends and ground reali-
ties that would help enterprises compete 
and lead in a digital world in a two-day 
event here beginning Thursday.

Organised by the Kerala govern-
ment, the two-day Global Digital Sum-
mit, with the theme “Towards a Digital 
Future” will see the likes of former Re-
serve Bank of India governor Raghuram 
Rajan, Infosys’ non-executive Chairman 
Nandan Nilekani, Infosys’ former CEO 
Kris Gopalakrishnan, Harvard Univer-
sity Professor Gita Gopinath, Harvard 
Medical University Professor Ajith J Tho-
mas, Byju’s educational portal founder 
Byju Raveendran, besides top executives 
from Cisco, Volvo India, Flytxt BV, UST 
Global, Lufthansa, Emirates Group, Dell 
EMC, Innovation Incubator Inc, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Mapmygen-
ome, INSEAD, FLYTXT, NASSCOM, E&Y 
and KPMG.

Satya Nadella, CEO, Microsoft and 
Joseph Sirosh, Head of Artificial Intel-
ligence of the company will lend their 
presence at the event through video 

Kolkata, March 19 
(IANS): Demanding 
a joint parliamentary 
committee (JPC) probe 
into the recent banking 
fraud, the United Forum 
of Bank Unions (UFBU) 
-- a body of nine trade 
unions -- on Monday 
questioned the supervi-
sion mechanism of the 
Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI). “We are demand-
ing a detailed JPC probe 
into the recent Punjab 
National Band (PNB) 
fraud. The fraud has 
raised a number of ques-
tions on technology is-
sues, supervision, moni-
toring, audit, internal 
control and role of RBI in 
the entire episode,” UF-
BU’s West Bengal Con-
venor Siddharth Khan 
told reporters here.

“How is it possible 
that the RBI, which car-
ries out a regular audit of 
the banks, did not even 
detect the fraud despite 
the number of years and 

the volume of money in-
volved,” he asked.

According to Khan, 
the Harshad Mehta scam 
took place because of the 
so-called “innovative” 
measure of “Banker’s 
Receipt” and the Nirav 
Modi fraud exploited the 
new “Letter of Undertak-
ing” instrument. “Was 
the RBI not aware of the 
possible misuse of LoU,” 
he asked.

All the nine trade 
unions would organise 
a rally on Wednesday in 
front of Parliament, to 
highlight various issues 
concerning the bank-
ing sector, including the 
growing non-perform-
ing assets and scams.

The union also want-
ed to know whether the 
SWIFT software used in 
the fraud was approved 
by the apex bank. It also 
opposed the proposed 
Financial Resolution 
and Deposit Insurance 
(FRDI) Bill, 2017.

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 16.03.18

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

NO.M-07/18/13837-38 Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti. K. Yehoshe Aomi -Vrs- Letjahao Misao resident of 
Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have 
applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & 
should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 22/03/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: K. Yehoshe Aomi
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri, Patta No: 203
Dag No: 1022, 1023, Area: 00-02-10

NOTICE

D-
51

46

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 19.03.18

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

NO.M-28/18/14625 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti. Lt. 
K. Zuhoto Sema -Vrs- Akato Wotsa resident of Xuvihe Colony 
Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 
50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & 
should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 19.04.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder : Lt.  K. Zuhoto Sema
Village/Block No: 8, Patta No: 97
Dag No: 177, Area: 00B-01K-09Ls

NOTICE

D-
51

47

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/90/2018-I                                                                                                                                                             Dated Kohima, the 19th Jan, 2018

Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

Whereas Shri. KELHOUSEZHÜ VIZO S/O LT. DIESELHOU VIZO, Pensioner 
resident of Phezoucha New Sectt, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate 
under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her 
Late father- Pension P.O No. Pen/Com-27257/NL/F/10339 of Treasury, Kohima (North). 
Who expired on 22-10-2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice.

OBJECTION NOTICE

KG
-2

39
2

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
N0.JUDL/SUCC/91/2018-II                                                                                                                                                                                Dated Kohima, the   , 2018

Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

Whereas Smti. VITUOME-U SHUYA W/O LT. DR. THEPFUZHAU SHUYA,  Pensioner 
resident of Meriema Village, Kohima  has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under 
the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/ withdraw/ operate/ transfer his/her Late 
husband- Pension P.O. No. NL/s/27629 of Treasury, Kohima (North).  Bank A/C NO. 
10277008409 SBI  Bazar Branch, Kohima. Vehicle Regd. No. NL01H 4288 Reg. Dt.08-
10-2012 & Regd. No. NL-01P-0668 Reg. dt. 18-04-1996.   Who expired on 04-01-2018.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice.

OBJECTION NOTICE

KG
-2

39
3

FOR SALE 

at Dimapur near Mandir 
Price 90 Lakh (negotiable)

Contact No. 9378125272

Two storey RCC building

At Borlingiri 
with 13 rooms

D-5144

1Boys Warden for Hostellers
(B.A Graduate or Theology Graduate) 

required for reputable School in Dimapur, 
Nagaland 

Salary Rs. 10,000 
Kindly Contact 8119000792.

D-5145

VACANCY

NORTHERN ANGAMI PUBLIC ORGANISATION
CONGRATULATORY NOTE

The Northern Angami Public Organisation with immense respect and pride, take 
this opportunity to congratulate Shri Neiphiu Rio on being elected unopposed 
from the 11th Northern Angami Constituency and also on becoming the Chief 
Minister of Nagaland for the fourth time under the aegis of the People's Democratic 
Alliance (PDA). The organisation wishes him good health and wisdom in his future 
endeavour.

Further, it is our hope and prayer that under his able leadership the people of 
Nagaland will see change.

The Northern Angami Public Organisation also heartily congratulates its esteem 
members Dr. Neikiesalie Kire and Shri Khriehu Lizietsu on being elected as 
MLA from 9th Kohima Town constituency and 10th Northern Angami constituency 
respectively.

The organisation further wishes and prays that our God Almighty bless them 
abundantly and guides them in their future endeavours.

Helievio Solo
General Secretary K-

16
09

concern on trade tensions 
is influencing investors to 
book profit. Back home, 
rupee weakened due to 
widening current account 
deficit and led investors 
to remain cautious,” Nair 
added.

On the currency front, 
the Indian rupee weak-
ened by 23 paise to close 
at 65.17 against the US 
dollar from its previous 
close at 64.94.

In terms of invest-
ments, provisional data 
with the exchanges 
showed that foreign in-
stitutional investors pur-
chased scrips worth Rs 
292.23 crore, while do-
mestic institutional inves-
tors sold stocks worth Rs 
191.52 crore.

Major Sensex gainers 
on Monday were: NTPC, 
up 1.03 per cent at Rs 
167.05; Maruti Suzuki, up 
1 per cent at Rs 8,777.65; 
Power Grid, up 0.99 per 
cent at Rs 194.15; Larsen 
and Toubro, up 0.95 per 
cent at Rs 1,279.70; and 
Hindustan Unilever, 
up 0.80 per cent at Rs 
1,309.45.

The Sensex losers 
were: Tata Steel, down 
4.24 per cent at Rs 575.05; 
Bharti Airtel, down 4.16 
per cent at Rs 400.80; 
Wipro, down 2.60 per cent 
at Rs 288.05; Yes Bank, 
down 2.57 per cent at Rs 
304.85; and Coal India, 
down 2.51 per cent at Rs 
271.70.

Mumbai, March 19 
(IANS): Key Indian equity 
indices on Monday hit 
their lowest levels since 
December 6, 2017, with 
the BSE Sensex slipping 
below the 33,000-mark 
and the Nifty50 of the 
National Stock Exchange 
(NSE) falling below the 
psychologically impor-
tant 10,100-level.

According to market 
observers, India’s wid-
ening current account 
deficit (CAD), along with 
weak global cues ahead 
of the US Federal Reserve 
meet on March 20-21, 
dented investors’ risk-
taking appetite.

The wider NSE Nifty50 
declined by 100.90 points 
or 0.99 per cent to close on 
a lower note for the fourth 
consecutive trade session 
at 10,094.25 points.

The barometer 
30-scrip Sensitive Index 
(Sensex) of the BSE closed 
at 32,923.12 points -- the 
fifth straight session of 
losses -- down 252.88 
points or 0.76 per cent 
from its previous close.

The BSE market 
breadth was bearish with 
2,235 declines and 514 
advances.

In terms of the broad-
er markets, the S&P BSE 
mid-cap index declined 
by 1.58 per cent and the 
small-cap index by 1.98 
per cent.

“Markets ended with 
heavy losses on Monday. 
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In Need of Offices
Nagaland state was inaugurated as the 16th state 

of India on Dec.1, 1963 pursuant to the passing 
of the state of Nagaland Act in 1962 by the Par-

liament of India. The statehood was the culmination 
of the agreement after a series of negotiations, starting 
with the signing of the 16-point agreement in 1960. 

Among the 16 clauses  of the agreement, along 
those that dealt with the nomenclature and adminis-
tration there were some notable clauses that signifi-
cantly differentiated the proposed state of Nagaland 
from the other states in India. The most unique feature 
was that the  ministry in-charge of Nagaland would be 
under the Ministry of External Affairs of the country. 
This was unique because it  indicated that although 
Nagaland was a state under India there was a special 
agreement between two entities, if not equals, resulting 
in the statehood. 

There was another clause wherein it was agreed that 
the Legislative Assembly would be constituted by elect-
ed and nominated members as may be deemed nec-
essary representing different tribes. However elections 
were conducted in the hurriedly delimited 40 constitu-
encies just a few months after the attainment of state-
hood like any other state in India. The other forms of 
representation was never tried nor tested and now the 
state currently has 60 constituencies, technically to en-
able better representation among the tribes. It is but 
contradictory that at present some of the minor tribes, 
although recognised, have no elected representatives. 

Another important clause of the agreement was the 
need for the Government of India to pay out of the con-
solidated fund of Nagaland and other grant-in-aids to 
meet the administrative costs of the state. 

While some clauses are yet to be fulfilled till date, 
some were discarded only after a few years on the 
pretext of one thing or the other. It all started with the 
transfer of the ministry in-charge from Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs to the Home Ministry in 1972. The then as-
sembly led by the NNO government should have been 
made answerable. Probably by then any opposition to 
the government was already dichotomised between 
nationalists and pro-underground and somehow it 
was quietly accepted by the then Cabinet.   Further, 
the special fund that serviced the debt of the state was 
also conveniently removed by 1989. Since then the state 
has been unable to plug its deficits during successive 
governments, regardless of the party in power. Next to 
the creation of the state, the next biggest enactment 
was the amendment of the constitution to add Article 
371(A). The main idea behind this article was already 
contained in Clauses 7 and 8 of the 16-point agreement 
except that the Naga Tribunal, meant for arbitration of 
cases decided according to customary laws, was never 
implemented.  The one article with provisions to pro-
tect religion, customs, traditions and ownership of land 
and resources, instead became the bone of contention 
amongst the Nagas themselves. Article 371(A) is misin-
terpreted and misused against one another and the liti-
gations based on it is unending. There is an unabashed 
Naga saying that everyone in Nagaland can these days  
cook Article 371(A). While on the other hand the many 
other clauses that protected the state’s interests as a 
whole were slowly taken off without much resistance 
from the grassroot.  

Even at present the state is in a dilemma because 
the practice in Nagaland of representational form of 
allotting portfolios based on one’s  district and tribe 
has been restricted. The 91st amendment of the con-
stitution restricts the council of ministers not be more 
than 15% of the total strength of the House. The leaders 
were recently elected, but now except for the 12 Cabi-
net members  the rest are is search of offices to serve 
and represent. It is a lesson well learned for our leaders 
that they need to be equally competent in macro man-
agement just as they are good at micro management— 
electoral politics. 

Every season brings a reason to rejoice.

Today is the first day of spring in the northern half of 
the world. If you live in Australia, it’s the first day of 
autumn—the vernal equinox in the northern hemi-

sphere and the autumnal equinox in the southern hemi-
sphere. Today, the sun shines directly on the equator, 
and the hours of daylight and nighttime are nearly equal 
around the world.

New seasons are important for many people. Some 
count down the day because of what they hope the new 
season will bring. Perhaps you’ve been marking off a cal-
endar for spring in Wisconsin to signal the end of another 
winter. Or maybe you live in Melbourne, and you can’t 
wait for autumn to bring relief from the Australian sun.

 We also go through seasons of life that don’t have to 
do with the weather. The author of Ecclesiastes told us 
there is a season for every activity under the sun—a time 
appointed by God during which we live our lives (3:1–11).

Moses spoke of a new season in his life after he led 
the people of Israel through the wilderness (Deuteronomy 
31:2), and he had to give up his leadership role to Joshua. 
And Paul faced a lonely season while he was under house 
arrest in Rome—asking for visitors but realizing that God 
was “at my side” (2 Timothy 4:17).

Regardless of the season of life, let’s give thanks to 
God for His greatness, His help, and His companionship.

BIBLE READ:   ECCLESIASTES 3:1–11 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

There is a time for everything, and a season for 
every activity under the heavens. Ecclesiastes 3:1

DAILY
PATH

T
here is good news for the pharmaceutical 
companies looking for new products based 
on Indian medicinal plants. A new online 
database has identified 960 phytochemicals 
present in Indian herbs that can potentially 

be developed into drugs. Phytochemicals are chemical 
compounds produced by plants which, in case of herbs, 
are therapeutic. 

Developed by the Institute of Mathematical 
Sciences (IMSc), Chennai, this free-to-access database 
— Indian Medicinal Plants, Phytochemistry and 
Therapeutics (IMPPAT) —  combines information from 
50 traditional Indian medicine books with catalogues 
from previous databases and abstracts of scientific 
papers to come up with 1,742 Indian medicinal plants, 
9,596 phytochemicals, and 1,124 therapeutic uses. 

The database collates 27,074 plant-phytochemical 
associations and 11,514 plant-therapeutic use links. 
“The connections between plants and phytochemicals 
improves understanding of traditional Indian 
medicine which has largely been based on observation 
and experience rather than active ingredients of 
the formulations,” explained Dr Areejit Samal, a 
computational biologist at IMSc and part of the 
research team, while speaking to India Science Wire.

Around 60 per cent (591) of the 960 ‘druggable’ 
phytochemicals listed on IMPPAT were found to have 
no similarity with any of the drugs approved by the 
United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
which, the researchers believe, turn them into novel 
candidates for designing new drugs. 

The database provides chemical classification, 2D 
and 3D chemical structure, physicochemical properties, 
predicted absorption, distribution, metabolism, 
excretion and toxicity properties, drug-likeliness 
scores and predicted human target proteins for 
phytochemicals in the database. “The extensive data on 
medicinal plants can be of good help to pharmaceutical 
companies which were earlier getting this information 
in scattered form through multiple sources which is 
not always reliable,” commented Dr Balasubramani S P, 
assistant professor at the Institute of Trans Disciplinary 

Health Sciences and Technology, Bengaluru, who was 
not connected with the study. 

Due to the usage of multiple synonyms for Indian 
medicinal plants across different sources, the research 
team manually mapped common names of plants to 
their scientific species names while more than 15,000 
common names of phytochemicals used across 
literature sources were mapped to a unique set of 9,596 
standard chemical identifiers. “A major contribution 
of IMPPAT is uniformisation of information which 
can be easily linked to future resources. This is at par 
with TCM- MeSH16, the online database of Chinese 
medicinal plants which is helping researchers apply 
computational approaches towards drug discovery,” 
said Dr Samal.

IMPPAT, however, lacks plant part-phytochemical 
associations which means it can’t tell whether it is 
the leaf or the root of the plant that is producing the 
chemical. It also does not offer associations between 

phytochemicals and therapeutic uses. These are the 
gaps the research team wants to address in next phase 
of their work.

The database offers policy suggestions as well. Only 
two out of 17 Indian medicinal plants that produce 
most-druggable phytochemicals are currently in the 
priority list of Union Ministry of AYUSH,. “We suggest 
a possible revision in the AYUSH priority list to include 
the remaining 15 Indian medicinal plants that produce 
most-druggable phytochemicals in our database,” said 
Dr Samal.

The Institute of Mathematical Sciences conducted 
the study in collaboration with Stella Maris College, 
Chennai. In addition to Dr. Areejit Samal, the research 
team included Karthikeyan Mohanraj, Bagavathy 
Shanmugam Karthikeyan, R.P. Vivek Ananth, R.P. 
Bharath Chand, S.R. Aparna, and P. Mangalapandi. 
The study has been published in the journal Scientific 
Reports. 

“W
omen’s involvement in 
science and technology 
encounters  bias  in 
regard to disciplines 
a n d  a c a d e m i c  o r 

professional level of responsibility,” observed 
Kesari Nath Tripathi, Governor of West Bengal, 
while inaugurating the Women Science Congress 
during in the Indian Science Congress session 
here. He also said that many qualified women 
remain away from mainstream science and do 
not have opportunity to work as benchmark 
scientists. 

 Two major reasons are responsible for this 
situation, the governor said. First, women‘s 
perception of their role and function in society, 
and second, society‘s expectation of their 
contribution. Women are divided between two 
spheres: management of the home and family, 
and the fulfilment of job responsibilities. Family 
commitments, either due to one ‘s choice or as 
a result of cultural enforcement, have impaired 
women‘s capacity to realise their potential. This 
puts them at a disadvantage in many science and 
technology related jobs that are dynamic and 
competitive in nature. 

Besides, women constituting half the 
population in India are grossly underrepresented 
at almost all levels of science education, R&D and 
employment due to a variety of socio-cultural 
factors. According to the National Task Force on 
Women in Science report of the Department of 
Science and Technology (DST), women form 
less than 25% of scientific faculty in various 
institutions and universities, except those under 
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and 
Department of Biotechnology (DBT), which are 
basically engaged in biological research. 

To bridge this gap and to make them 
come forward in science and technology, DST 
has introduced a new scheme to promote 
participation of women in the field of science. 
DST and Indo-U.S. Science & Technology Forum 
(IUSSTF) have jointly announced the Indo-U.S. 
Fellowship for Women in STEMM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Mathematics and 
Medicine). “This program is designed to provide 
opportunities to Indian women scientists, 
engineers and technologists to undertake 
international collaborative research in premier 
institutions in the U.S. to enhance their research 
capacities and capabilities,” said Namita Gupta, 
scientist with DST. 

The Women’s Science Congress provides 
a forum for women scholar, scientists and 
students to explore more and engage in science. 
“Through this avenue, more young female 
minds can be inspired to be a part of scientific 
community, to engage themselves in active 
research in science,” said Prof Vijay Laxmi 
Saxena, former General Secretary of the Indian 
Science Congress Association. Prof. Adya Prasad 
Pandey, Vice Chancellor, Manipur University 
said the congress is a step towards capacity 
building of women, to experiment their ideas, to 
share their research and nurture young minds for 
innovative research.  

T
h e  s t e r e o t y p e  o f  a n 
Afr ican-Arab Musl im 
nation, where women 
are expected to be seen 
covered from head to toe 

and not given prominence in public 
and social life, is being broken by 
progressive Moroccan women who 
are actively taking up positions in 
various spheres and professions, 
particularly the media, that require 
dealing with the public.

At the Crans Montana Forum 
(CMF) conference in this Western 
Sahara city of Dakhla, women may 
not outnumber men, but they 
marked their presence in every area 
-- be it among the organisers of the 
conference, attending to delegates 
from the host country and other 
participating nations or even in 
covering the event. Clear evidence 
of a liberalised Moroccan society.

“Moroccan women are taking up 
a lot of professional roles, including 
a growing number in journalism. In 
media organisations, the number 
of women on the staff is almost 
equal to or even more than men. 
Many of  them, especially the 
younger generation, are doing well 
as professionals,” Kawtar Wakil, a 
young Moroccan woman journalist, 
told this visiting IANS correspondent 
on the sidelines of  the Crans 
Montana Forum conference here.

Wakil, who is now based in Lyon 
in France and works with EuroNews 
TV channel, is here to do stories 
on the Forum and interview the 

dignitaries who are attending.
“ I  h a v e  i n t e r v i e w e d  t h e 

Moroccan Prime Minister, ministers 
and dignitaries from other countries 
and some prominent  f igures 
attending the conference. I love the 
job that I am doing,” said Wakil, 
who studied journalism and French 
law in Casablanca and has been a 
journalist for eight years.

Having started with a media 
production house, Wakil is now 
a Duty Editor in the TV channel 
in France and manages a team. 
She had earlier worked for six 
years, covering sports, in Morocco, 
a country with multi-cultural 
influences that abuts the Atlantic 
Ocean and Mediterranean Sea.

“In media organisations in 
Morocco, more women can be 
seen picking up jobs. At times, male 
colleagues are jealous of women 
but that is part of any profession. 
Women are doing well in public life 
in Morocco and get a lot of respect,” 
she said, adding that her father 
had earlier refused to allow her to 
become a journalist when she told 
her family about her intentions.

“Now everyone is happy,” she 
said with a dimpled smile on her 
beautiful face. Kauotar Dahdouh, 
29, who is married and has a lovely 
one-year-old daughter, had to 
“squeeze in” time during her hectic 
work at the CMF to talk to IANS. She 
said that she was quite happy and 
comfortable in her professional role 
at a journalist and TV presenter.

Working with the Medi1 TV 
channel in Morocco and based in 
Casablanca, the country’s financial 

capital, Kauotar manages to balance 
her role in the profession and her 
family.

“Mo r o c c a n  g i r l s  a re  v e r y 
intelligent, independent and proud. 
I like this. There is a lot of respect for 
women in Morocco. I was offered 
a job when I was doing internship 
during my journalism studies,” 
said Kauotar, who covers politics, 
economy and almost everything 
else, including the Rallye Aicha Des 
Gazelles motor rally.

At the CMF venue, scores of 
women, especially young ones 
dressed professionally, have their 
hands full dealing with over 3,500 
delegates attending the conference.

“These are hectic days for us but 
we are enjoying the experience here 
as it is a big international event,” 
a young woman, who is pursuing 
a course in tourism management 
in Morocco, who did not wish to 
be named, said at the CMF village 
venue. Her friend, who spoke in 
Arabic and French, nodded in 
approval.

Moroccan women like Radio 
journalist Ilham Khalif entered the 
profession much earlier.

“At that time, the number of 
women was less in journalism. 
Now women are almost equal in 
numbers in most organisations and 
doing well,” Khalif, who has been 
working for 15 years, said.

 (Jaideep Sarin, Editor-North 
with IANS, is in Morocco on the 

invitation of the Crans Montana 
Forum. He can be contacted on 

jaideep.s@ians.in )

T
o continue long-term 
measurements of the 
Sun’s incoming energy, 
N A S A  h a s  p ow e re d 
on a new instrument 

installed on the International 
Space Station (ISS).

The instrument, Total and 
Spectral solar Irradiance Sensor 
(TSIS-1), became fully operational 
with all instruments collecting 
science data as of this March, 
NASA said. 

“TSIS-1 extends a long data 
record that helps us understand 
the Sun’s influence on Earth’s 
radiation budget, ozone layer, 
atmospheric circulation, and 
ecosystems, and the effects that 
solar variability has on the Earth 

system and climate change,” said 
Dong Wu, TSIS-1 project scientist 
at NASA’s Goddard Space Flight 
Center in Greenbelt, Maryland.

TSIS-1 studies the total amount 
of light energy emitted by the Sun 
using the Total Irradiance Monitor, 
one of two sensors onboard. 

This sensor’s data will give 
scientists a better understanding 
of Earth’s primary energy supply 
and provide information to help 
improve models simulating the 
planet’s climate. 

The second onboard sensor, 
called the Spectral Irradiance 
Monitor, measures how the Sun’s 
energy is distributed over the 
ultraviolet, visible and infrared 
regions of light. 

Measuring the distribution 
of the Sun’s energy is important 
because each wavelength of 
light interacts with the Earth’s 
atmosphere differently.

F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  s p e c t r a l 
irradiance measurements of the 
Sun’s ultraviolet radiation are 
critical to understanding the ozone 
layer -- Earth’s natural sunscreen 
that protects life from harmful 
radiation. 

“All systems are operating 
within their expected ranges,” 
said Peter  Pi lewskie,  TSIS-1 
lead scientist at the University 
o f  Co l o ra d o  L a b o ra t o r y  f o r 
Atmospheric and Space Physics in 
the US.

Source: IANS

New Database on Indian Medicinal 
Plants May Ease Drug Discovery

Women In 
STEMM 
Encounter Bias

Breaking Barriers: Moroccan 
Women Take a Professional Leap

NASA’s New Instrument to Help 
Measure Sun’s Incoming Energy

Manu Moudgil | India Science Wire

Jyoti Singh | India Science Wire

Jaideep Sarin | IANS

A Good Season

Research team (From left to right):  P. Mangalapandi, Areejit Samal, B.S. Karthikeyan, M. Karthikeyan and R.P. Vivek-Ananth.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): The planetary energy 
has you feeling a bit sluggish today. You’ll proba-
bly want to stay home, surrounded by your books, 
pets, and plants, yet you know you have appoint-

ments to keep and responsibilities to fulfill. Your sense of duty 
is especially strong. Make a deal with yourself to get the bare 
minimum done and then relax. Try a hot bath and listening to 
classical music.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): A temporary sepa-
ration from someone close to you could have you 
reflecting on the good times you’ve spent together, 
especially over the past few weeks. You’re likely to 

talk with him or her on the phone. You’re feeling a lot of warmth 
and affection toward everyone around you, but a little sad as 
well, particularly when you think of those far away. Call them 
up, Taurus! They’ll be glad to hear from you.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Dreams with mixed 
messages might trouble your sleep tonight. One 
minute you’ll be having a wonderful dream, and the 
next could be black and gloomy. Write them down, 

Gemini. The message is probably more positive than it appears. 
Worries about money might plague you throughout the day, 
yet things probably aren’t as bad as they seem. Make sure you 
learn the facts about your situation before allowing yourself to 
panic!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): The special person 
in your life could be working too hard, causing 
strain for him or her and frustration for you. Their 
extra hours at work could interfere with your desire 

to enjoy quality time together. Your own worries could put a 
damper on your self-confidence, Cancer. You might be won-
dering if you’re doing everything that needs to be done. It might 
help to make a list and cross off each task you complete.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today you might try to 
continue or complete a creative project of some 
kind, but your imagination just isn’t working the 
way it normally does. Also, overindulgence from 

last night could have you feeling a bit sluggish, which doesn’t 
help the situation. Put your work aside before you give up on it 
completely, Leo. This is only a temporary situation. Your mind 
should be back to normal tomorrow.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Today you might feel 
especially protective toward all those you love: 
children, family, friends, pets, and the special per-
son in your life, Virgo. Upsetting news might have 

you wondering about the future, but don’t let it get you down. 
All should be well, so allow yourself to relax and enjoy your 
loved ones. Distract yourself by going to an exciting movie. 
That will help release tension and put you in a better frame 
of mind.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today you could make 
the acquaintance of actors, musicians, or other per-
formers, some of whom might be quite well known. 
Social occasions could bring valuable contacts your 
way, which you could make good use of later. You 

might be having so much fun out among the beautiful people 
that you really don’t want to go home! Don’t make it too late 
a night, however, Libra. You’ll need all your energy tomorrow!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  Someone who lives 
far away, someone you haven’t heard from for a 
long time, could give you a surprise phone call to-
day. You’ll be delighted and probably stay on the 

phone too long. You might need to run a few errands, but the 
weather could keep you indoors. Don’t worry about it, Scorpio. 
You’ll still have time to take care of other pressing matters. You 
should be feeling especially artistic right now. Be creative!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  Money could 
be a source of worry today, Sagittarius. You might 
feel you’ve spent too much (who doesn’t some-
times?) or perhaps some funds you were expect-

ing have been held up. This is a delay and not a permanent 
situation (although it might seem that way). Too much worry 
could spoil your day, and you don’t want that. If there’s any-
thing you can do to ease the situation, do it. Otherwise, hang 
in there.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Too much 
stress and strain over the past few days could 
cause you to clash with your partner. While not 
a disaster by any means, Capricorn, this can 

put a damper on your day. It might be best if you took a few 
minutes to get away by yourself and let all your negativity 
fade away when no one’s around. You’ll feel better by the 
time you face your family, friends, and partner again.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Overindulgence 
last night could have left you feeling a little woo-
zy today, Aquarius. You’re may want to spend 
the day in bed, but the prospect of leaving tasks 

undone could cause you to push on anyway. That’s a bad 
idea. Rest is just what you need. Don’t force yourself to 
socialize, either. You need some time alone to recover and 
gather your resources so you can face the world with a 

clear head.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  Plans for getting 
together with a group of close friends may have 
to be called off because of sudden unexpected 

events. This could have you feeling somewhat down, Pi-
sces, especially if a romantic partner is involved. Try not 
to worry about it too much. You will be able to reschedule, 
and you could use the time alone anyway to relax and cen-
ter yourself.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Rob Nixon | Aeon

Lakshmi Supriya | The Wire

L
anguage bends and buckles un-
der pressure of climate change. 
Take the adjective ‘glacial’. I re-
cently came across an old draft 
of my PhD dissertation on which 

my advisor had scrawled the rebuke: 
‘You’re proceeding at a glacial pace. You’re 
skating on thin ice.’ That was in 1988, the 
year that the climatologist James Hansen 
testified before the United States Senate 
that runaway greenhouse gases posed a 
planetary threat.

If I repeated my advisor’s admonition 
on a dissertation today, the student might 
assume that I was rebuking them for writ-
ing too darn fast. Across all seven conti-
nents glaciers are receding at speed. Over 
a four-year span, Greenland’s ice cap shed 
1 trillion tons of ice. Some geologists ex-
pect the Glacier National Park in Montana 
to lose the last of its glaciers around 2033, 
just as the equatorial glaciers on Mount 
Kilimanjaro are also set to disappear. An 
Icelandic glaciologist calculates that by 
the end of the next century Iceland will 
be stripped of ice. Are we moving toward 
a time when tourists will visit Montana’s 
National Park Formerly Known as Glacier? 
When students will read Hemingway’s 
story ‘The Snows of Kilimanjaro’ (1936) 
not as realism but as science fiction? 
And when Reykjavik will be the capital of 
DeIcedland?

This shift reminds us that dead meta-
phors aren’t always terminally dead. 
Sometimes they’re just hibernating, only 
to stagger back to life, dazed and con-
fused, blinking at the altered world that 
has roused them from their slumber. 
(Dead metaphor is itself a dead metaphor, 
but we can no longer feel the mortality in 
the figure of speech.)

During the Little Ice Age, which 
stretched from the 14th to the 19th cen-
tury, the median Northern Hemisphere 
winter was significantly colder than it is 
today. Glaciers more often advanced than 
retreated, sometimes wiping out commu-
nities as they moved. Percy Bysshe Shel-
ley’s poem ‘Mont Blanc’ (1817) captures 
the menacing aura that adhered to those 
frozen rivers of ice:

… The glaciers creep
Like snakes that watch their prey, from 

their far fountains,
Slow rolling on …
in scorn of mortal power
Shelley saw glaciers as predatory, im-

mortal forces, eternal beings, before 
whose might mere humans quaked. But 
global warming has flipped that percep-
tion. We are now more likely to view gla-
ciers as casualties of humanity’s outsize, 
planet-altering powers. 

vanished from view. Now that climate 
change has thrown the balance between 
glacial accumulation and shedding out of 
whack, the dead metaphor reasserts itself 
as a living image. Is the prolific calving 
we’re now witnessing a fecund or a fatal 
act, a birthing ritual or a symptom of the 
death of ice?

Before the United Nations Climate 
Change Conference in Paris in 2015, the 
sculptor Olafur Eliasson and the geolo-
gist Minik Rosing travelled to Greenland, 
where they lassoed some ice calves that 
they transported to the Place du Pan-
théon. There they created Ice Watch, 
an arrangement of mini-icebergs in the 
shape of a clock face. Over the duration 
of the conference, the public could watch 
time, in the form of ice melt, running out.

Greenpeace, too, has sought to mo-
bilise people through art to act against 
accelerated calving. More than 7 mil-
lion people have viewed the Greenpeace 
video in which the composer Ludovico 
Einaudi performs his ‘Elegy for the Arc-
tic’ (2016) on a grand piano balanced on 
a fragile raft. As the raft drifts through the 
ice melt pouring off a glacier in Svalbard 
in Norway, the pianist’s plangent chords 
reverberate in counterpoint with the per-
cussive booming of massive chunks of ice 
crashing into the ocean.

Have we reached a linguistic tipping 
point where ‘glacial pace’ is incapable of 
conveying meaning with any clarity? Un-
der pressure of a warming world, does 
‘glacial’ need to be decommissioned and 
pushed over the climate cliff?

Abrupt climate change challenges not 
just the capacity of the living to adapt, but 
also the adaptive capacities of human lan-
guage. The ‘glacial’ scrawled in the mar-
gins of my 1988 dissertation isn’t the ‘gla-
cial’ of 2018, any more than the polar bear 
that starred in Coca-Cola commercials 
(tubby, sugared-up, a cheerful icon of the 
good life) is interchangeable with today’s 
iconic polar bear – skinny, ribs bared, a cli-
mate refugee adrift on a puny platform of 
ice, impossibly far out to sea. In symbolic 
terms, the two bears scarcely belong to the 
same species.

Many years ago, as a graduate student, 
I encountered and delighted in Franz 
Kafka’s exhortation that ‘A book should 
be the ice axe that breaks open the fro-
zen sea within.’ But now I hear his words 
quite differently. I want to say: ‘Hey Franz, 
lay down your axe. Go easy on that fragile 
frozen sea.’

Rob Nixon is the Barron Family 
Professor of the Humanities and the 

Environment at Princeton University. His 
latest book is Slow Violence and the Envi-

ronmentalism of the Poor (2013).

Glaciers in the 21st century constitute 
an unfrozen hazard, as receding glaciers 
and ice packs push ocean levels higher. 
Just as alarming as the big thaw’s impact 
on sea rise is its impact on the security of 
our freshwater reserves. For glaciers serve 
as fragile, frigid reservoirs holding irre-
placeable water: 47 per cent of humanity 
depends on water stored as seasonally re-
plenished ice that flows from the Himala-
yas and Tibet alone.

From the Himalayas to the Alps and 
the Andes, glacial retreat is uncovering the 
boots and bones of long-lost mountain-
eers. But such discoveries involve a haunt-
ing, double revelation: each reclaimed 
climber reminds us of the glacier’s own 
vanishing. Siachen Glacier, where Indian 
and Pakistani troops have battled inter-
mittently since 1984, is, for Arundhati Roy, 
the ‘most appropriate metaphor for the in-
sanity of our times’. The melting glacier is 
coughing up ‘empty artillery shells, empty 
fuel drums, ice axes, old boots, tents and 
every other kind of waste that thousands 
of warring human beings generate’. This 
ghostly military detritus is being made vis-
ible by a more consequential war, human-
ity’s war against the planet that sustains 
us, a war that has left the Siachen Glacier 
grievously wounded.

Ralph Waldo Emerson spoke of dead 
metaphors as ‘fossil poetry’, noting in an 

essay in 1844 that ‘the deadest word’ was 
‘once a brilliant picture’. If every metaphor 
involves a tenor (the object referred to) 
and a vehicle (the image that conveys the 
comparison), a failure to visualise once-
brilliant pictures can result in a multi-ve-
hicle pile-up. As George Orwell put it: ‘The 
Fascist octopus has sung its swan song, the 
jackboot is thrown into the melting pot.’

In ‘Politics and the English Language’ 
(1946), Orwell laid out six rules for writers, 
the first of which declares: ‘Never use a 
metaphor, simile, or other figure of speech 
which you are used to seeing in print.’ An 
inert metaphor such as ‘hotbed of radical-
ism’ conveys very little: we can no longer 
feel the blazing temperature between the 
bed sheets, just as – prior to public aware-
ness of global warming – we’d stopped no-
ticing the icy fossil poetry in ‘glacial pace’.

As consciousness of climate change 
has grown, a new class of dead meta-
phors has entered the English language. 
We speak routinely of carbon footprints, 
of wiping species off the face of the Earth, 
and of greenhouse gases, but we no longer 
see the feet, the hands, the faces and the 
backyard sheds that were once vivid when 
those phrases were newly coined. Geolo-
gists now talk of searching for the ‘human 
signature’ in the fossil record. Some geo-
engineers want to inject vast clouds of 
sulphur aerosols into Earth’s atmosphere 

in the hopes of ‘resetting the global ther-
mostat’. Many of these coinages attempt 
to give an intimate, human dimension 
to planetary phenomena that can seem 
intimidatingly vast and abstract. Adam 
Smith in 1759 responded similarly to the 
massive scale of economic forces by in-
serting the human body in the form of the 
‘invisible hand’ of the market. Today, the 
science-fiction writer Kim Stanley Rob-
inson brings that dead metaphor back to 
life, complaining that, when it comes to 
the environment, ‘the invisible hand nev-
er picks up the check’.

As our planet’s cryosphere thaws, we 
can detect all kinds of stirrings in the cem-
etery of dead metaphors. At Austrian and 
Swiss ski resorts, the natural ‘blankets’ of 
snow have become so threadbare that re-
sort owners are shielding them with actual 
isothermic blankets. And in the Arctic, the 
threat looms of impermanent permafrost 
from which climate-altering methane will 
bubble free.

Planet-wise, we’re all skating on thin 
ice.  ‘Calving glaciers’ is shorthand for the 
seasonal rhythm whereby glaciers amass 
winter ice, then shed some of that accu-
mulation each summer in the form of ice-
bergs and growlers. When scientists refer 
to ‘calving glaciers’, we do not typically 
visualise a Wisconsin dairy herd: as the 
phrase became routine, the calves have 

F
or many decades now, it has been thought 
that new brain cells – neurons – are formed 
in the adult human brain and that our life-
style could affect the process. But a new 
study has stirred this pot. Researchers have 

found that most neurons we have as adults in one part 
of the brain, the hippocampus, are what we were born 
with, that rarely do new neurons form after adoles-
cence.

“We find that if neurogenesis occurs in the adult 
hippocampus in humans, it is an extremely rare phe-
nomenon, raising questions about its contribution to 
brain repair or normal brain function,” Arturo Alvar-
ez-Buylla, a professor of neurological surgery at the 
University of California in San Francisco, whose lab 
led the study, said in a statement.

The hippocampus is a seahorse-shaped part of 
the brain responsible for forming memories, for spa-
tial cognition and navigation. Dementia, including 
Alzheimer’s disease, that leads to memory loss and the 
inability to find one’s way – even to different parts of 
one’s own house – is the result of a floundering hip-
pocampus. For a long time, scientists believed that 
most of the adult human brain was unchanging and 
that all brain cells are what we were born with. At the 
end of the last century, a study revealed that new neu-
rons did form in the hippocampus of an adult brain. 

Since then, several studies have established that new 
nerve cells do form in the hippocampus.

And this is what Alvarez-Buylla, Mercedes Paredes, 
a neuroscientist at the University of California, San 
Francisco, and their colleagues thought they would 
find when they set out to investigate neurogenesis.

“We actually began the study assuming that we 
would find some evidence of adult neurogenesis in 
the human hippocampus,” Paredes told The Wire. 
“However, this prevailing view was not supported by 
our observations.” They found that neurons rarely re-
generated in the adult hippocampus, and that the last 
time that really happened was in our teens.

This conclusion contrasts what scientists have 
found in animals such as songbirds and rodents. Stud-
ies by Alvarez-Buylla have shown that new neurons 
continue to be made in adult canaries and ring doves.

Investigations with rodents have revealed that 
their brains form new neurons throughout their lives, 
and that neurogenesis can be boosted by exercise and 
reducing stress. Thus emerged the idea that therapies 
that stimulated neurogenesis could make us smarter 
and help protect us against brain diseases prompting 
research into treating depression.

In addition, other researchers have demonstrated 
that new neurons continue to form in adult monkeys. 
Adult macaques, which are similar to humans in their 
life-history patterns and development, also showed 
signs of neurogenesis, although the rate at which new 
brain cells formed was lower than in rats and mice.

But Alvarez-Buylla and co. found something else in 
humans. The team studied samples of brain tissue ob-
tained from 37 corpses and surgically removed from 
22 living people, the latter being treated for epilepsy, 
aged up to 77 years. The researchers sliced the tissues 
thin and looked for young and dividing cells. They 
used fluorescent antibodies to label and identify the 
different types of cells and their maturity. They also 
studied the shape and size of the cells using electron 
microscopy.

In foetuses and newborns, about 1,618 new neu-
rons were being formed per millimetre square of brain 
tissue. This rate decreased sharply with age. About a 
year after birth, the number of new neurons decreased 
by 5x; at seven years, by 23x; at 13 years, by a further 
5x, although by this time they had matured well.

In the 39 adult human samples obtained from 
people aged 18 or more, the researchers could find no 
evidence of young neurons. They also looked for stem 
cells that gave rise to neurons. Although such stem 
cells were found in large numbers in the womb, they 
became very rare in toddlers and young children.

“It seems like a very well done study,” said Sachin 
Deshmukh, a professor of neuroscience at the Indian 
Institute of Science, Bengaluru, before warning of sta-
tistical limitations: “I would take this particular hu-
man study … with a pinch of salt as we are still talking 
about pretty small numbers here.”

Before we can think about implications for how we 
understand how our brains work, the results will have 

to be reproduced by other researchers. Then, they will 
have to be correlated with behavioral studies showing 
a decline in the ability to form particular types of new 
memories.

For example, a person with Alzheimer’s disease 
has difficulty forming new memories. So pharmaceu-
tical companies developed drugs that attempted to 
increase neural growth. However, if the results of the 
new study are true, then those drugs could become 
useless.

Deshmukh did caution that this is all still specula-
tion. Although animal models have shown adult neu-
rogenesis, the new study suggests the human brain 
may be different. For example, if we know that the 
brain changes in adults, then it may not be in the form 
of new neurons but, say, in synaptic transmission or in 
the shapes/sizes of neurons.

But the lack of neurogenesis in adult humans is 
similar to what some studies have found in dolphins 
and whales, both smart creatures that live long lives. 
So we need more studies to help us interpret what 
we’re finding. Additionally, the new study doesn’t pre-
clude adult neurogenesis in other parts of the brain.

This is one conclusion from a small number of 
samples that has piqued scientists’ curiosity, says 
Deshmukh. But it is too early to tell how it will change 
our conception of the human brain.

Lakshmi Supriya is a freelance science writer based 
in Bengaluru.
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The Brain’s Hippocampus Stops Adding New Neurons in Early Teens – Study
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Uttar Pradesh Governor Ram Naik being greeted by Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on completion of 
one year of his government, as Deputy Chief Ministers Keshav Prasad Maurya and Dinesh Sharma look 
on during a function at Lok Bhawan in Lucknow on Monday. 
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Opposition members protest during the ongoing Budget Session of 
Parliament in the Lok Sabha, in New Delhi on Monday.
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Arvind Kejriwal (File Photo)

Adityanath government’s first year: BJP 
claims historic, opposition says pathetic

Now Kejriwal apologizes to Gadkari, Sibal

Parliament logjam continues, no-confidence motion not taken up Karnataka cabinet agrees 
to consider Lingayats a 
separate religion 

Geelani steps 
down as Tehreek-
e-Hurriyat 
chairman

CBI names six former Canara Bank officials in INR 68 cr. fraud Aarushi-Hemraj murder: SC notice to 
Talwar couple on plea against acquittal

Demonetisation has led to tax terrorism — Yashwant Sinha 

PILs for Rohingyas bid to change 
India’s demography — Centre to SC

Lucknow, March 19 (IANS): 
As the Yogi Adityanath-
led BJP government com-
pleted one year in power 
in India’s most populous 
state, the jury is still out on 
its performance.

W h i l e  t h e  p a r t y 
stormed back to power 
with a brute majority after 
14 years in power, its loss in 
the recent bypolls to seats 
earlier held by the Chief 
Minister and his deputy 
have taken off some sheen 
from their celebration.

Adityanath and his 
team say that the govern-
ment has done what was 
never even conceived of in 
the last decade and a half 
of the rule of the Bahu-
jan Samaj Party (BSP) and 
the Samajwadi Party (SP), 
which according to him 
bequeathed “empty cof-
fers, a state where criminals 
were having a free run and 
the bureaucracy was non-
performing”.

The saffron-clad monk-
politician stresses he has 
been working 18 hours a 
day to bring back on track 
the state, which he says, 
had been turned ‘bimaru’ 
by political powers who 
“never looked beyond 
gains for self, the party and 
their own families”. 

The 45-year-old, who 
was picked to head the 
government by his Bharati-
ya Janata Party’s national 
leadership despite his 
hardcore Hindutva cre-
dentials, is still caustic in 

his public speeches against 
his rivals and openly bran-
dishes his Hindu image 
that has won him support 
from many in the commu-
nity in and outside the state 
but who raises suspicion in 
the minds of the minority.

Soon after taking over 
the reins of the state on 
March 19, 2017, Aditynan-
ath, who is the sitting priest 
of the Gorakshnath Peeth 
in Gorakhpur, ordered a 
crackdown on the “ille-
gal slaughterhouses in the 
state”, triggering a tizzy in 
the butcher community 
among the Muslims. 

Hundreds of slaughter 
houses were closed down 

within days as raids were 
conducted by municipal 
bodies, who had inciden-
tally certified their opera-
tions earlier.

Adityanath is unapolo-
getic about his pro-Hindu 
image and has, apart from 
his public speeches and 
media interactions, bran-
dished it on the floor of the 
UP assembly, saying he is 
proud to be a Hindu and 
will never celebrate Eid.

“I will however allow 
every community to cel-
ebrate their festivals if they 
want to do so peacefully,” 
he told the assembly, to the 
criticism from the opposi-
tion benches.

Leader of Opposition 
Ram Govind Chowdhary, 
of the Samajwadi Party, 
accuses Adityanath of be-
having as if the opposition 
were terrorists. 

Bahujan Samaj Party 
(BSP) chief Mayawati who 
vanquished the BJP can-
didates in Phulpur and 
Gorakhpur by tactically 
and smartly extending 
her party’s vote to arch 
rival Samajwadi Party, says 
there is no reason for the 
BJP to celebrate its one-
year rule as in the period, 
it had destroyed the social 
and communal fabric of 
the state. 

“How can they cele-

brate when they have not 
achieved anything. The 
by polls results have em-
phatically shown that the 
people have given them a 
big zero for the one year 
report card,” she said in 
a statement. She further 
accuses Adityanath of be-
ing only busy with “puja-
paath” whereas the big-
gest dharma was serving 
people.

Akhilesh Yadav too 
gives a thumbs down to 
the BJP government. “The 
only thing the Chief Min-
ister and his government 
have done in the past one 
year is to remove names of 
the Samajwadi Party from 
government schemes”. He 
also slams the language 
used by Adityanath. 

Aam Aadmi party (SSP) 
spokesman Vaibhav Ma-
heshwari slams the Adi-
tyanath government by 
saying that “it still has not 
got out of the ‘jumlebaazi’ 
mode propounded by BJP 
chief Amit Shah”. 

Ajay Kumar ‘Lallu’, 
leader of the Congress leg-
islature party in the as-
sembly, termed it a “failed 
and eye wash government” 
which is trying to mislead 
people by tall promises to 
hide their failures. “The 
farmers are on the brink, 
youth yet to get employ-
ment, power tariffs are up 
drastically...what have they 
done except fish out new 
tricks to befool people” he 
said.

New Delhi, March 19 
(IANS): Delhi Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal has 
apologized to BJP leader 
and Union Minister Ni-
tin Gadkari and Congress 
leader Kapil Sibal for mak-
ing unverified allegations 
of corruption against them. 
Both withdrew their defa-
mation cases against the 
AAP leader on Monday.

Th e d evelo pme nt 
came days after Kejriwal 
regretted having accused 
Akali Dal leader Bikram 
Majithia of drug trade with-
out evidence. 

In a March 16 letter to 
Gadkari, Kejriwal said he 
was feeling sorry for mak-
ing “certain statements, 
without regard to its verifi-
ability, which seem to have 
hurt you...

“I have nothing per-
sonal against you. I regret 
the same. Let us put the in-
cident behind us and bring 
the court proceedings to a 
closure.”

He also suggested to 
the Union Shipping and 
Transport Minister that 
“we should put our energy 

to serve the people of this 
country in the spirit of mu-
tual respect”.

Consequent to the re-
gret, Gadkari and Kejriwal 
later filed a joint applica-
tion in the Patiala House 
Court, seeking withdrawal 
of the defamation case.

“Kejriwal has acknowl-
edged that (the) complain-
ant (Gadkari) was hurt on 
account of unverified al-
legations and expressed 
regret, in the larger pub-
lic interest” and that “the 
complainant does not wish 
to pursue the defamation 
case”, read the application.

The court allowed the 
plea and disposed of the 
case.

In 2014, Gadkari had 
filed the defamation suit 
against Kejriwal after he 
named him in a list of “cor-
rupt politicians”.

Kejriwal and his Dep-
uty Chief Minister Manish 
Sisodia also wrote to Con-
gress leader Kapil Sibal and 
his son Amit, seeking apol-
ogy for making “unfound-
ed” allegation against them 
at a joint press conference 

on May 15, 2013.
“Now, I have learnt 

that the allegation I made 
against you and your father 
at the press conference 
were unfounded. I hereby 
withdraw all my allegations 
made against you and your 
father and apologize for the 
same.

“The damage caused to 
your esteem, the hurt cause 
to your family, friends and 
well-wishers and the loss 
caused to you is regretted,” 
Kejriwal and Sisodia wrote 
in separate but identical 
letters.

The four -- Kejriwal, 
Sisodia and the Sibals -- 
then jointly wrote to the 
court seeking withdrawal 
of the defamation case 
by the Sibals. The court 
disposed of the case filed 
by Amit Sibal after Kejriwal 
alleged conflict of interest 
over his appearing in the 
Supreme Court for Tele-
com major Vodafone when 
his father was the union 
Communication Minister.

Kejriwal has been 
dragged to courts in sev-
eral defamation cases by 
various political leaders, 
including Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley and former 
Delhi Chief Minister Sheila 
Dikshit.

Last week, the AAP 
leader wrote to Akali Dal 
leader Bikram Majithia for 
accusing his of involve-
ment in drug trade without 
any proof to back the al-
legations..

The apology triggered a 
virtual rebellion in the AAP 
Punjab unit, leaing to the 
resignation of Bhagwant 
Mann as its Punjab Unit 
chief.

New Delhi, March 19 
(IANS): The Parliament on 
Monday could not transact 
any business as the op-
position parties continued 
to stall proceedings over 
their demands, resulting a 
wash out of the second part 
of the budget session for 
eleven consecutive days.

In Lok Sabha, no-con-
fidence motions tabled by 
arch rivals Telugu Desam 
Party and YSR Congress 
against the Modi govern-
ment were not taken up 
in the Lok Sabha as the 
logjam continued amid no 
signs of thaw between the 
opposition and the govern-
ment.

No substantive busi-
ness could be transacted 
in last 11 days except for 
the passage of the Finance 
Bill, 2018 and relevant ap-
propriation bills in the Lok 
Sabha. After the House 
was adjourned for an hour 
and when it met again at 
12 noon, Speaker Sumitra 
Mahajan sought to put the 
notices of the motion for 

New Delhi, March 19 (IANS): The 
CBI on Monday filed a chargesheet 
against state-run Canara Bank’s 
former CMD and five of his col-
leagues for cheating the bank in 2014 
in collusion with a Delhi-based firm 
by defaulting over Rs 68.38 crore 
loan.

The agency filed the chargesheet 
in a special CBI court here against 
former Chairman and Managing 
Director R.K. Dubey, former Execu-
tive Directors Ashok Kumar Gupta 
and V.S. Krishna Kumar, former 
Deputy General Manager Mukesh 
Mahajan, former Chief General 
Manager T. Sreekanthan and former 
Assistant General Manager Upen-
dra Dubey.

The Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) had registered a case on 
January 27, 2016 against Occasion 
Silver, its two directors and unknown 
public servants and private persons 
under charges of criminal conspiracy, 
cheating and forgery of Indian Penal 
Code and Prevention of Corruption 
Act. 

It was alleged that the private 
firm - dealing in wholesale and 
retail trading of silver jewellery, 
diamond, gold jewellery, imitation 
jewellery, gift items and crockery 
items - had cheated Canara Bank’s 
Kamla Nagar Branch in north Delhi 
by defaulting loan worth Rs 68.38 
crore sanctioned to it in 2013, a CBI 
official said.

“The loan was sanctioned in De-
cember 2013, and disbursed within 
the next three months. It turned 
NPA (Non Performing Asset) on 
September 29, 2014 within one year 
of its opening and the funds were si-
phoned off through a chain of alleged 
bogus transactions facilitated by fake 
sister concerns, family members 
and bank officials including the top 
executives. 

Through a statement, the CBI 
clarified: “The public is reminded that 
the findings are based on the investi-
gation done by CBI and evidence col-
lected by it. Under the Indian law, the 
accused are presumed to be innocent 
till their guilt is finally established 
after a fair trial.”

New Delhi, March 19 
(IANS):  The Supreme 
Court on Monday issued 
notice to Rajesh and Nupur 
Talwar on a plea challeng-
ing their acquittal in the 
Aarushi-Hemraj double 
murder case by the Alla-
habad High Court.

The plea was filed by 
Khumkala Banjade, the 
widow of Hemraj, who was 
the Talwars’ domestic help.

While issuing notice 
to Talwars, the bench of 
Justice Ranjan Gogoi and 
Justice R. Banumathi also 
granted leave in the mat-
ter which puts the appeal 
in the queue of the cases 
and may take long before 
it is actually heard by the 
court.

The court also granted 
leave in the appeal filed 
by the Central Bureau of 
Investigation as its counsel 

told the bench that the in-
vestigating agency too has 
moved the court against 
Allahabad High Court ver-
dict and its petition was 
pending.

On October 12 last year, 
a High Court bench of Jus-
tice B.K. Narayana and Jus-
tice A.K. Mishra acquitted 
the couple by giving them 
the benefit of doubt.

Aarushi, 14, and Hem-
raj were found murdered at 
the Talwars’ Jalvayu Vihar 
home in Noida on May 16, 
2008.

The High Court’s order 
came on an appeal by the 
Talwars against a Ghazia-
bad CBI court’s November 
26, 2013 order sentenc-
ing them to life imprison-
ment, bringing an end 
to the couple’s nine-year 
ordeal.

After Aarushi was 

found murdered in her 
bedroom, Hemraj was ini-
tially considered a suspect. 
However, his body too was 
found in a pool of blood a 
day later on the terrace of 
the house.

The High Court, while 
acquitting the Talwars, had 
made comments on the 
CBI trial court judge, saying 
he had adopted a “partial 
and parochial approach” 
in his 2013 judgment to 
convict the parents for the 
double murder.

It said the trial court’s 
judgment was based on 
“creation of fanciful rea-
soning” and “presum-
ing facts with indomita-
ble obstinacy and taking 
things for granted, and 
thus basing the conclu-
sion on unfounded evi-
dence”.

The Uttar Pradesh Po-

lice had accused Rajesh 
Talwar on May 23, 2008 of 
killing his daughter in a fit 
of rage. 

On May 31, 2008, the 
CBI took over the case and 
initially absolved the par-
ents but later held them 
responsible for the two 
murders.

On June 13, 2008, the 
CBI arrested Rajesh Tal-
war’s compounder Krish-
na. Ten days later, Raj Ku-
mar, a servant of a doctor 
friend of the Talwars, and 
Vijay Mandal, the domes-
tic help of the Talwars’ 
neighbour, were also ar-
rested. The three were later 
freed after no evidence was 
found against them.

The CBI had filed a clo-
sure report in the case in 
December 2010 but the 
special CBI court had re-
jected it.

S r i n a g a r,  M a r c h  1 9 
(IANS): Senior separatist 
leader Syed Ali Geelani 
on Monday stepped down 
from the chairmanship 
of his party, Tehreek-e-
Hurriyat.

After a meeting of the 
party, a spokesman for 
Tehreek-e-Hurriyat here 
said that senior Hurri-
yat leader Muhammad 
Ashraf Sehrai had suc-
ceeded Geelani as the 
Chairman.

T h e  o c t o g e n a r -
ian Geelani will, however, 
continue as the Chairman 
of the separatist All Party 
Hurriyat Conference led 
by him.

Tehreek-e-Hurriyat is 
a constituent of Geelani-
led Hurriyat group. It was 
formed in August 2004 
following a split in the 
Jamaat-e-Islami.

Bengaluru, March 19 
(IANS): In a bid to woo 
the Lingayats, a dominant 
community in the state, 
ahead of the assembly elec-
tions, the Karnataka cabi-
net on Monday decided to 
grant them the status of a 
separate religion.

“Based on the recom-
mendations of Karnataka 
State Minorities Commis-
sion, the state cabinet has 
unanimously decided to 
grant status of religious 
minority to Lingayats and 
Veerashaiva Lingayats 
(believers of 12th century 
social reformer Basava’s 
ideologies),” state Law 
Minister T.B. Jayachandra 
told the media after the 
cabinet meeting.

Lingayats, who worship 
Shiva as the universal god, 
and Veerashaiva Lingay-
ats, together constitute the 
largest community (17 per 

cent) in the southern state, 
and their votes could influ-
ence the outcome of the 
upcoming state assembly 
polls in April-May. The BJP 
is widely seen to have in-
fluence in the community 
which the ruling Congress 
is seeking to woo.

The state cabinet, 
chaired by Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah, has decided 
to forward the Commis-
sion’s recommendations to 
the Central government for 
approval and notification 
under the National Com-
mission for Minorities Act, 
the Minister said.

A separate commit-
tee under the Commis-
sion, headed by former 
Karnataka High Court 
judge, Justice H.N. Naga-
mohan Das, had also rec-
ommended the grant of 
religious minority status 
to the sect.

New Delhi, March 19 
(IANS): The Centre on 
Monday questioned the 
credentials of the PIL peti-
tioners seeking to block de-
portation of Rohingya refu-
gees saying the genesis of 
the PILs threaten to change 
the country’s demography 
and destabilize it.

“Go into the ques-
tion which is the genesis 
of it (PILs). Who wants to 
change the demography, 
destabilise and disintegrate 
the country? Sovereignty of 
the nation is paramount,” 
the Centre told Chief Jus-
tice Dipak Misra, Justice 
A.M. Khanwilkar and Jus-
tice D.Y. Chandrachud, 
urging the top court to al-
low diplomacy to have its 
play in dealing with the 

Rohingya issue.
Pointing to the “inter-

ests of the nation” and the 
steps being taken by the 
government, Additional 
Solicitor General Tuishar 
Mehta told the court that 
there were “diplomatic so-
lutions” and actions being 
worked out between India, 
Bangladesh and Myanmar 
to address the Rohingya 
problem.

Resisting the plea by 
counsel Prashant Bushan 
to ask the government to 
“adhere” to what it had said 
in its affidavit on providing 
basic amenities including 
medical and educational 
facilities to Rohingya refu-
gees, Mehta said there were 
“interests, counter interests 
and several interests.”

“Don’t pass an order”, 
Mehta said, asserting that 
basic amenities were be-
ing provided in the refugee 
camps. He dared the peti-
tioners to bring facts con-
tradicting the government 
position.

As Mehta asked “what 
interests are being pro-
jected”, Bhushan retorted: 
“Interests of humanity are 
being projected.”

Taking exception to the 
Centre raising the issue of 
destabilization, disinte-
gration and demographic 
change, senior counsel 
Ashwini Kumar, appearing 
for one of the petitioners, 
said the “bogey of destabi-
lization” was being raised 
on every plea concerning 
human rights.

“Sovereignty is not 
against human rights,” he 
said. In a volley of posers, 
Ashwini Kumar -- a former 
Law Minister in the UPA 
government -- said: “Does 
India stand up to humani-
tarian rights? Does India 
stand for international ob-
ligations? Does India stand 
up to its own philosophy of 
‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ 
(world is a family)?”

The court is hearing a 
batch of petitions seeking 
to block the deportation 
of Rohingya refugees and 
seeking basic amenities for 
them including access to 
hospital and admission to 
their children in schools.

The court directed the 
next hearing of the matter 
on April 9.

leave of the House so that 
a discussion could be initi-
ated. At least 50 members 
should back the motion for 
it to be admitted.

The TRS members were 
demanding the increase in 
the reservation quota for 
jobs in Telangana while 
AIADMK members wanted 
the setting up of a Cauvery 
Management Board.

The Speaker called the 
members to stand up so 

that the numbers could be 
counted to see how many 
supported it.

But with members 
from the TRS and AIADMK 
holding placards and sur-
rounding the Speaker’s 
dais, Mahajan said she 
could not count the mem-
bers who were standing.

Earlier,  the Lower 
House started with disrup-
tions and was adjourned 
till noon within a couple of 

New Delhi, March 19 (PTI): Dissi-
dent BJP leader and former Union 
finance minister Yashwant Sinha 
today said demonetisation had 
led to “tax terrorism” and likened 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to a 
medieval era Delhi king known for 
his whimsical decisions.

Sinha made these remarks at the 
launch of a book, Demonetization 
and the Black Economy, by econo-
mist Arun Kumar, who has been 
critical of the exercise. Suspended 
BJD MP Baijayant ‘Jay’ Panda and 
Congress leader Prithiviraj Chavan 
were also participating in the panel 

discussion.
The former finance minister de-

risively said that “not policy-makers 
but only one policy-maker” decides 
what has to be done.

Asked by the moderator if he 
was comparing Modi to Muham-
mad bin Tughluq, Sinha said he was 
not taking any names.

Sinha said “tax terrorism”, which 
the BJP was critical of when it was 
in the opposition, has returned be-
cause of the note ban, and claimed 
the income tax department regis-
tered 1.8 million cases following the 
decision and was ill-equipped to 

probe them all anytime soon.
Is the department equipped 

to handle so many cases and how 
much time it is going to take to 
bring those cases to a final conclu-
sion, he asked, claiming people 
will never know how much black 
money was actually recovered until 
investigation in all those cases are 
complete.

Asked how would he have tack-
led the flow of black money, Sinha 
quipped, “Demonetisation and the 
Goods and Services Tax (GST) are 
subjects to write books upon how 
things should not be done.” 

minutes amid noisy pro-
tests by AIADMK and TRS 
members. Telugu Desam 
Party MP R.M. Naidu said 
they were trying to gather 
as much support as pos-
sible from all the opposi-
tion parties in Parliament 
knowing fully that the mo-
tion would fall because the 
government has enough 
numbers.

At present, the Lok Sab-
ha has 539 members. The 
BJP has 273 -- more than 
the half-way mark of 270. 
It also has the support of 
several allies like the Shiv 
Sena and the Akali Dal.

But the Shiv Sena has 
said it would abstain. “We 
will support neither the 
government nor the Op-
position,” said party MP 
Arvind Sawant.

Meanwhile, TDP MPs 
protested in front of Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s statue in 
Parliament, demanding 
special category status for 
Andhra Pradesh. They were 
joined by Congress MP 
Renuka Chowdhury.

Chairman M. Venkai-
ah Naidu adjourned the 
House as opposition mem-
bers trooped near his po-
dium immediately after 
tabling of papers. 

Objected to the display 
of placards in the House he 
said the chair was willing 
to allow the discussion but 
members are not allowing 
the House to run.

The first two weeks of 
the last phase of the Budget 
session have been virtually 
washed out due to protests 
by several parties on differ-
ent issues. The government 
has, however, managed to 
get some key bills and the 
budget passed amid the 
din through a voice vote 
without a debate.

The protests have been 
over wide ranging issues, 
including the Punjab Na-
tional Bank fraud, special 
category status for Andhra 
Pradesh and constitution 
of Cauvery management 
board to solve water shar-
ing dispute between Kar-
nataka and Tamil Nadu.
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 Russian President Vladimir Putin waves after speaking to supporters during a rally near the Kremlin in 
Moscow, Sunday, March 18, 2018. 

PTI

Foreign Minster and newly-appointed State Counselor Wang Yi, left, and newly-appointed Defense Minister 
Lt. Gen. Wei Fenghe take the oath of office during a plenary session of China’s National People’s Congress 
(NPC) at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Monday, March 19, 2018. 

PTI

Myanmar’s leader Aung San Suu Kyi, left, is welcomed to Parliament 
House by Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull during her state 
visit in Canberra Monday, March 19,2018. 

PTI

Police dogs and their handlers deploy at the scene of an explosion in 
southwest Austin, Texas, Sunday, March 18, 2018.

Putin wins fourth term with record vote Republicans warn Trump 
over Mueller’s Russia inquiry

China promotes Wang Yi as State 
Councillor, mum on role on border talks 

Bangla SC stays release of ex PM Zia on bail

Suu Kyi cancels rare public appearance in Australia

Another explosion injures two in Texas capital; cause unclearIsrael moves to destroy 
Jerusalem attacker’s home

EU, UK reach deal over 
Brexit transition period

Moscow, March 19 (PTI/
AFP): Vladimir Putin was 
today set for another six 
years in power after his 
landslide victory in Rus-
sia’s presidential election 
but so far only close allies 
have congratulated him 
as Moscow’s relations with 
the West disintegrate.

Putin, who has ruled 
Russia for almost two dec-
ades, recorded his best 
election performance with 
76.67 per cent of the vote 
but rejected the possibility 
of staying in power indefi-
nitely.

The opposition said 
the results were rigged, re-
porting ballot stuffing and 
other cases of alleged fraud 
as the Kremlin pushed for a 
high turnout to give greater 
legitimacy to Putin’s his-
toric fourth term.

Putin, who has extend-
ed his power until at least 
2024 and is already Rus-
sia’s longest-serving leader 
since Stalin, ruled out re-
maining president for life.

“Listen to me. It seems 
to me that what you are 
saying is a bit funny,” he 
told reporters Sunday night 
when asked if he saw him-
self running for president 
again in 2030.

“What, am I going to sit 
here until I am 100 years 
old? No.” 

The Russian strong-
man ran against seven oth-
er candidates, but his most 
vocal critic Alexei Navalny 
was barred from the ballot 
for legal reasons and the 
final outcome was never 

in doubt.
“I see in this (result) 

the confidence and hope 
of our people,” Putin said 
in an address to a crowd 
of supporters on a square 
next to the Kremlin after 
exit polls put him on track 
for a resounding victory.

Turnout was at more 
than 67 per cent as authori-
ties used both the carrot 
and the stick to boost en-
gagement in the polls.

Selfie competitions, 
giveaways, food festivals 
and children’s entertain-
ers were laid on at polling 
stations in a bid to create a 
festive atmosphere around 
the election.

According to central 
election commission data 

with 99.8 percent of ballots 
counted, Putin took 76.67 
per cent of the vote, well 
ahead of his nearest com-
petitor Communist Party 
candidate Pavel Grudinin, 
who was on 11.79 per cent.

Ultra-nationalist fire-
brand Vladimir Zhiri-
novsky took around 5.66 
percent, former reality TV 
presenter Ksenia Sobchak 
was on 1.67 per cent, while 
veteran liberal politician 
Grigory Yavlinsky received 
just over 1 percent of the 
vote.

Navalny -- who called 
on his supporters to boy-
cott the “fake” vote and 
sent more than 33,000 ob-
servers across the country 
to see how official turnout 

figures differed from those 
of monitors -- said there 
had been “unprecedented 
violations”.

Navalny’s opposition 
movement and the non-
governmental election 
monitor Golos reported 
ballot stuffing, repeat vot-
ing and Putin supporters 
being bussed into polling 
stations en masse.

But the electoral com-
mission dismissed most 
concerns, saying monitors 
sometimes misinterpret 
what they see. Runner-up 
Grudinin said the elections 
had been “dishonest.” 

NSA whistleblower Ed-
ward Snowden, who has 
lived in Russia after leak-
ing classified information 

about the US government’s 
surveillance programmes, 
tweeted a picture appar-
ently showing ballot stuff-
ing in a Russian school.

“The ballot stuffing 
seen today in Moscow and 
elsewhere in the Russian 
election is an effort to steal 
the influence of 140+ mil-
lion people,” he said.

The election was held 
as Russia faces increasing 
isolation on the world stage 
over a spy poisoning in 
Britain and a fresh round of 
US sanctions just as it gears 
up for the football World 
Cup in the summer.

Among the few leaders 
to congratulate Putin so far 
was Chinese President Xi 
Jinping, who has just been 
handed a second term 
himself and has gained a 
path to indefinite rule after 
presidential term limits 
were lifted last week.

“China is willing to 
work with Russia to keep 
promoting China-Russia 
relations to a higher level, 
provide driving force for 
respective national devel-
opment in both countries, 
and promote regional and 
global peace and tranquil-
ity,” Xi said.

In Latin America, the 
presidents of the leftist re-
gimes in Venezuela and 
Bolivia both effusively con-
gratulated Putin on his 
“overwhelming” victory.

Venezuelan President 
Nicolas Maduro also com-
mended “the glorious Rus-
sian people for its display 
of civic duty” while Bolivia’s 

Evo Morales said Putin’s 
victory “guarantees geo-
political equilibrium and 
world peace before the 
onslaught of imperialism”.

Since first being elect-
ed president in 2000, Pu-
tin has stamped his total 
authority on the world’s 
biggest country, muzzling 
opposition, putting tel-
evision under state control 
and reasserting Moscow’s 
standing abroad.

The 65-year-old former 
KGB officer used an other-
wise lacklustre presidential 
campaign to emphasise 
Russia’s role as a major 
world power, boasting of 
its “invincible” new nuclear 
weapons in a pre-election 
speech.

Putin’s previous Krem-
lin term was marked by a 
crackdown on the opposi-
tion after huge protests, 
the Ukraine conflict, mili-
tary intervention in Syria 
and the introduction of 
Western sanctions that 
contributed to a fall in liv-
ing standards.

In the runup to the 
vote, a new crisis broke out 
with the West as Britain 
implicated Putin in the poi-
soning of former double 
agent Sergei Skripal with 
a Soviet-designed nerve 
agent.

In response, London 
expelled 23 Russian diplo-
mats, prompting a tit-for-
tat move by Moscow. Also 
this week, Washington hit 
Russia with sanctions for 
trying to influence the 2016 
US election.

Washington, March 19 
(IANS): Key Republicans 
have warned President 
Donald Trump not to in-
terfere with special counsel 
Robert Mueller and his 
team’s on going probe into 
alleged Russian interfer-
ence in the 2016 presiden-
tial election, the media 
reported.

The warnings came 
after Trump on Sunday 
morning criticised Mueller 
on Twitter, one day after his 
lawyer John Dowd issued a 
statement saying he prays 
for the Justice Department 
to end the special counsel’s 
investigation.

In his tweets, Trump 
reiterated that there had 
been “no collusion” be-
tween his team and Rus-
sia and called the probe a 
“witch hunt”.

He added that it was 
dominated by “hardened 
Democrats”.

Arizona Republican 
Senator Jeff Flake on Sun-
day told CNN that he ex-
pected his colleagues in 
Congress to push back on 
the President’s comments 
on Mueller and any poten-
tial move to force the end of 
the probe.

“I mean, talking to my 
colleagues all along it was, 
you know, once he goes af-
ter Mueller, then we’ll take 
action,” Flake said.

He called Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions’ fir-
ing of former FBI Deputy 
Director Andrew McCabe 
late Friday, who was ousted 

a little over 24 hours before 
he was to retire, as a “hor-
rible day for democracy”.

South Carolina Repub-
lican Senator Lindsey Gra-
ham said that he continues 
to believe that any attempt 
to fire Mueller would be 
catastrophic for Trump.

“If he tried to do that, 
that would be the begin-
ning of the end of his presi-
dency,” Graham told CNN.

Graham also said the 
Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee should conduct a pub-
lic hearing on the firing 
of McCabe for the sake of 
transparency.

Florida Republican 
Senator Marco Rubio 
told NBC News: “I remain 
confident that the special 
counsel is going to con-
duct a probe that is fair and 
thorough and is going to 
arrive at the truth...” 

Meanwhile, Democrat 
leaders also voiced their 
disapproval of Trump’s 
tweet.

Senate Minority Leader 
Chuck Schumer and Cali-
fornia Democratic Repre-
sentative Adam Schiff both 
called on their Republican 
colleagues to temper the 
President.

Also on Sunday, White 
House lawyer Ty Cobb 
said in a statement: “In 
response to media specu-
lation... The White House 
yet again confirms that the 
President is not consider-
ing or discussing the firing 
of the Special Counsel,” the 
BBC reported.

Beijing, March 19 (IANS): 
China on Monday promot-
ed Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi as State Councillor, the 
country’s top diplomatic 
post which conventionally 
entitles him to be the key 
negotiator on border talks 
with India. But Beijing was 
mum on whether he will 
be China’s point-person on 
the vexed boundary issue.

Wang succeeds Yang 
Jiechi, China’s senior-most 
diplomat, currently China’s 
Special Representative on 
border talks with India.

So far, the high-level 
post of Special Representa-
tive has always been held 
by someone who had the 

background of China’s For-
eign Ministry.

Before being elevat-
ed to State Councillor 
in 2013, Yang served as 
the Foreign Minister. His 
predecessor Dai Bingguo 
was China’s Deputy For-
eign Minister.

Asked if Wang will be 
China’s next Special Repre-
sentative on border talks, 
Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Hua Chunying said: 
“The China-India special 
representative meeting is a 
high-level channel for the 
border issue exchange. It’s 
also a level high mecha-
nism for exchanges be-
tween the two sides.

While Wang will remain 
the Foreign Minister, Yang’s 
role was not immediately 
known.

A hawkish Yang was 
elected to the powerful 
Politburo Standing Com-
mittee of the Communist 
Party last year.

He was a shoo-in for 
Vice Premiership, but his 
name did not figure in the 
list of four prime ministers 
announced on Monday.

If Wang is appointed 
the key man for border 
talks, he will deal with In-
dia’s National Security Ad-
viser Ajit Doval, who is its 
Special Representative on 
boundary talks.

Dhaka, March 19 (PTI): Bangladesh’s 
Supreme Court today stayed the 
release of former prime minister Kha-
leda Zia on bail in a corruption case 
under which she was sentenced to 
five years imprisonment, in a setback 
to her political ambitions in this year’s 
general election.

Zia, 72, was sentenced on Febru-
ary 8 in connection with the embez-
zlement of 21 million taka (about 
USD 250,000) in foreign donations 
meant for the Zia Orphanage Trust, 
named after her late husband Ziaur 
Rahman, a military ruler-turned-
politician. In the same case, her son 
Tarique Rahman and four others 
were sentenced to 10 years in jail.

On March 12, the High Court 
here granted the chairperson of the 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) 
a four-month interim bail.

However, today a full bench of the 

Appellate Division led by Chief Justice 
Syed Mahmud Hossain passed the 
order to stay until May 8 the High 
Court order which granted bail to Zia 
in the graft case.

Following today’s Supreme Court 
order, Zia will not be released from jail 
till May 8, Anti-Corruption Commis-
sion (ACC) lawyer Advocate Khurshid 
Alam Khan was quoted as saying by 
Daily Star.

The apex court asked the ACC 
and government to submit concise 
statements on the appeal in two 
weeks after receiving the leave grant-
ing order, the report said.

Zia has also been asked to submit 
concise statement on the appeal in 
two weeks after the ACC and govern-
ment file their concise statements. 
A concise statement contains the 
points on which the lawyer placed 
arguments on the appeals before 

the court. After passing the order, 
Hossain said all the four judges of the 
apex court passed the order unani-
mously after examining the records 
of the case.

Zia’s lawyer said that it is un-
precedented that the Supreme 
Court did not assign any reason for 
granting leave-to-appeal petition 
filed by the ACC and government 
against the High Court order of bail 
to his client.

Earlier on March 15, the ACC and 
the state filed two leave-to-appeal pe-
titions before the Appellate Division 
of the Supreme Court, challenging 
the BNP chief’s bail.

The ex-premier on November 
30, 2014 lost her last ditch effort to 
evade the graft trial as the Supreme 
Court turned down her second ‘leave 
to appeal’ petition challenging her 
indictment and asked her to 

Canberra, March 19 
(IANS): Myanmar State 
Counsellor and de facto 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi 
cancelled a rare public ap-
pearance in Australia due 
to ill health, hours after 
meeting Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull.

Suu Kyi was due to 
speak at Sydney’s Lowy In-
stitute on Tuesday but the 
think-tank in a statement 
on Monday said she had 
been forced to cancel as 
she was “not feeling well”, 
CNN reported.

Her government has 
been accused internation-
ally of “ethnic cleansing” 
against Myanmar’s Muslim 
Rohingya population, at 
least 688,000 of whom have 

China and India by far 
have held 20 rounds of 
talks on their 3,448 km of 
disputed border. The coun-
tries fought a war in 1962 
and have seen their armies 
cross into each other’s ter-
ritories due to the different 
perceptions of the bound-
ary.

The crisis, which fur-
ther soured the already 
tense ties, was resolved in 
August.

Wang, however, struck 
a positive tone about Sino-
India ties while addressing 
the media on the sidelines 
of China’s ongoing annual 
Parliament session.

Wang said if China and 
India were united, then 
one plus will be equivalent 
to 11, a remark welcomed 
by India and answered in 
similar tone.

India’s Foreign Sec-
retary Vijay Gokhale last 
month met Wang, who had 
a meeting with External 
Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj.

Wang had previously 
served as China’s envoy to 
Japan and worked at the 
Asia desk of the Chinese 
Foreign Ministry.

A foreign minister’s job 
in China is not a top-notch 
one as the international 
units of the Communist 
Party have more say in the 
formulation of Beijing’s 
foreign policy.

However, Wang’s eleva-
tion indicates a bigger role 
for him.

fled to neighbouring Bang-
ladesh since August.

Bangladesh and My-
anmar had agreed to send 

some of the refugees back 
across the border, but so 
far only around 8,000 Ro-
hingya have applied to be 

sent home. Suu Kyi was 
met with criticism and 
protests by local Rohingya 
groups in Australia, who 
issued a statement calling 
for Turnbull to raise the on-
going human rights crisis 
with the Myanmar leader.

Suu Kyi broke her si-
lence about the Rohingya 
crisis in a televised address 
in September, saying her 
country wasn’t “afraid of 
international scrutiny”. She 
has not spoken publicly on 
the subject since.

Her visit came days af-
ter the UN appealed for 
nearly $1 billion in fund-
ing to help support the 
hundreds of thousands of 
Rohingya refugees shelter-
ing in Bangladesh.

Austin (US), March 19 
(PTI/AP): Two people were 
injured in another explo-
sion in Texas’ capital, and 
police weren’t saying if 
it was caused by a pack-
age bomb like the three 
that detonated earlier this 
month elsewhere in the 
city.

The latest blast oc-
curred around 8:30 PM 
yesterday in a suburban 

neighborhood known as 
Travis Country in south-
west Austin, far from the 
previous three that were 
all in residential areas in 
the eastern part of the city, 
and investigators didn’t 
immediately confirm what 
caused it. 

But police Chief Brian 
Manley repeated previ-
ously issued warnings for 
residents not to touch any 

Brussels, March 19 (IANS): 
The European Union (EU) 
and Britain on Monday 
reached a Brexit transition 
deal that will lead to the 
“orderly withdrawal” of the 
UK and is expected to be 
signed off by leaders during 
Friday’s EU summit.

The deal  was an-
nounced after a round of 
talks between Brexit nego-
tiators Michel Barnier and 
David Davis in Brussels. “A 
good deal for the EU and 
Britain is closer than ever 
before,” said Davis during a 
joint press conference with 
Barnier.

Hailing the deal as a 
“decisive step”, Barnier 
and Davis said they had 
agreed on a “large part” 
of terms for a transitional 
deal but issues still need to 
be resolved including the 
Northern Ireland border, 

the BBC reported.
Britain agreed to a con-

tentious “backstop solu-
tion” which would keep 
Northern Ireland signed 
up to EU rules in order to 
avoid a hard border with 
the Republic of Ireland, ac-
cording to the deal.

EU27 citizens arriv-
ing in Britain during tran-
sitional period will have 
same rights with citizens 
arriving before the Brexit, 
the deal stated.

Britain will stay in the 
single market and cus-
toms union for 20 months 
after it leaves the EU in 
March 2019 and will be 
able to sign new free trade 
deals during the transition 
-- but they won’t come into 
effect until after the period 
ends.

Davis said he hoped 
negotiations on the UK’s 

future relationship with 
the EU could now start “as 
soon as is possible... we 
need to get on with this 
now”, adding that it is set to 
be “the biggest, most com-
prehensive, most effective 
trade deal ever”.

British Prime Minister 
Theresa May sent a noti-
fication letter to the EU in 
late March last year, trigger-
ing a two-year countdown 
to the UK’s withdrawal of 
the bloc after more than 44 
years of membership.

The transitional period 
is set to last from March 
29, 2019 to December 2020 
and is intended to smooth 
the path to a future perma-
nent relationship.

Labour’s shadow Brexit 
secretary Keir Starmer MP 
welcomed the transition 
deal, calling it “a step in the 
right direction”.

Jerusalem, March 19 (PTI/
AFP): Israeli forces are pre-
paring to demolish the West 
Bank home of a Palestin-
ian who murdered a Jewish 
man in Jerusalem’s Old City 
before being shot dead, the 
army said today. Abdul Rah-
mani Faddal, 28, stabbed 
Adiel Kolman in the torso 
yesterday before being shot 
by police. Kolman died of 
his wounds a few hours lat-
er in a Jerusalem hospital.

“Following the stab-
bing attack yesterday in 
Jerusalem in which Adiel 
Kolman was killed, troops... 
surveyed the terrorist’s 
house in Aqraba before 
demolition,” the army said. 
Kolman, 32, was a father of 
four from Kokhav Hasha-
har settlement. He will be 
buried on Monday at 11:00 
am (0900 GMT).

The attack came after 
a Friday car ramming by 

a Palestinian near Jenin in 
the northern West Bank 
that the army said killed 
two Israeli soldiers and 
wounded two others.

Tensions were high 
after Palestinian Islamist 
movement Hamas called 
for a day of rage on Friday 
to mark 100 days since US 
President Donald Trump’s 
controversial recognition 
of Jerusalem as Israel’s cap-
ital. In Israeli-annexed east 
Jerusalem, suspected Jew-
ish extremists punctured 
tyres on Palestinian-owned 
cars and scrawled religious 
and anti-Arab graffiti on 
vehicles and homes, police 
said today. Images released 
by the police showed slo-
gans including “there’s no 
room in Israel for foreign-
ers and enemies of God” 
and “the Arabs of Jerusalem 
are terrorists who should 
be expelled or killed”.

unexpected packages left 
at their homes.

Two men in their 20s 
were hurt in the latest blast. 
Police said they were hos-
pitalized with injuries that 
weren’t life-threatening. It 
was the fourth explosion 
to rock Austin in less than 
three weeks.

The first was a package 
bomb that exploded at a 
northeast Austin home on 
March 2, killing a 39-year-
old man. Two more pack-
age bombs then exploded 
farther south on March 
12, killing a 17-year-old, 
wounding his mother 
and injuring a 75-year-old 
woman.

The latest explosion 
came hours after authori-
ties raised the reward by 
USD 50,000 for informa-
tion leading to the arrest 
of whoever is responsible 
for the first three explo-
sions. It now totals USD 
115,000.
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‘Black Panther’ actor got $1,000 per day
Seth Carr, who played the child version of actor Michael 
B. Jordan’s character Killmonger in the movie “Black 
Panther” got paid $1,000 a day on set. It is unclear how 
many days he worked on the film, but his guaranteed 
pay cheque was at least $7,654 plus any future residu-
als if one goes by the 10-year-old’s contract obtained by 
tmz.com. Along with Young Killmonger, Carr is known 
for his roles on the shows “Bosch” and “Knight Squad”. 
He also played Young Holt on “Brooklyn Nine-Nine”. 
(IANS)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm, 8 
pm: Raid (Hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Deepika Padukone, 
Virat Kohli win 
Instagram Awards

Aamir Khan new brand 
ambassador for Vivo India

‘Buffy the Vampire Slayer’ cinematographer dead

Madhuri takes Sridevi’s place 
in Abhishek Varman’s film

Eddie Redmayne and wife 
Hannah welcome a baby boy

Britney Spears’ ex asking 
for more child support

Jim Carrey unveils 
his unflattering 
portrait of Sanders

B
ollywood actress Deepika 
Padukone has the ‘Most 
Followed Account’ 
and cricket star Virat 
Kohli has got the ‘Most 

Engaged Account’ on Instagram, 
according to the Instagram Awards 
which have been announced for the 
first time in India.

Kohli has 19.8 million followers 
as on Monday. His account gener-
ated the biggest number of engage-
ments when all likes and comments 
from the content that he shared 
in 2017 -- except ‘Story’ views and 
video views -- were aggregated.

The list, which acknowledges 
photo-sharing platform Instagram’s 
most engaging community mem-
bers, also recognises Emerging Ac-
count and 20 Million Milestones.

In the Most Followed Account 
category, Priyanka Chopra trailed 
behind Deepika’s 22.4 million fol-
lowers with a count of 22 million, 
and Alia Bhatt rounded up the top 
three with 20.8 million follow-
ers.

Deepika said in a 
statement: “Staying 

connected with my 
fans and loved 
ones is extremely 

important to me. I value the 
love, support and connection I 
share with them and I hope I 
continue to remain true and 
authentic.”

Actor Ishaan Khatter, 
who will be seen in “Dhadak”, 
has been named for India’s 
‘Emerging Account’ for grow-
ing his fanbase on Instagram 
significantly throughout 2017.

For Ishaan, Instagram is 
his most loved social media 
platform.

“It’s a non-stop source for 
inspiration from people and 
personalities all over the world. 
I find it especially enjoyable 
because it’s about connecting 
through pictures and videos. On 
a more personal note it’s almost 
like a time machine for your 
memories and a way to immor-
talise your favourite moments. 

“It’s lovely connecting with 
others through this medium 

and I look forward to being 
inspired and hopefully 

inspiring more people 
in the future, too,” he 

said.
Alia also got 

a ‘milestone 
plaque’ with 
Shraddha 

Kapoor in 
recognition 
for building 

a com-
munity of 
20 million 
followers. 

IANS

“B
uffy the Vampire 
Slayer” cin-
ematographer 
Michael Gersh-
man is no more. 

He was 73.
He was found dead in his 

Malibu house on March 10. The 
cause of death was not known, 
reports variety.com.

Gershman began work on 
“Buffy the Vampire Slayer” from the 
beginning in 1997, and continued 
through its fifth season in 2001. He 
also directed several episodes of 
the cult TV series, starring Sarah 
Michelle Gellar. 

Before embarking on his 
work with the show, Gersh-
man studied under cinema-
tographer Vilmos Zsigmond 
as a camera assistant on 
films like “The Deer Hunter”, 
“Heaven’s Gate”, “The River”, 

“The Blow Out” and “The Rose” 
during the 1970s and 1980s.

He received an Emmy nomi-
nation in 2000 for outstanding 
cinematography for a single 
camera series for his work on the 
episode “Hush”, widely considered 
one of the most frightening “Buffy” 
episodes.

He also directed 11 episodes of 
“Crossing Jordan”, working on the 
show for its first two seasons.

Having retired a few years 
ago, Gershman was a dedicated 
woodworker, and according to 
his Facebook profile, had finished 
a Nakashima chair, which he 
deemed possibly “one of the most 
comfortable chairs in the house”.

Gellar wrote an emotional trib-
ute to Gershman on her Instagram 
page, explaining that he had served 
as a surrogate father of sorts, danc-
ing with her at her wedding and 

teaching her how to take care of 
her dogs.“Everything I know about 
great photography and lighting, is 
because of Michael,” the actress 
wrote. 

“The lessons I learned from him 
are endless. But more than lessons, 
there was love…I am lucky to have 
been loved by Michael.”

“Buffy” showrunner Joss 
Whedon posted a tribute on Twit-
ter, lauding Gershman’s abilities to 
turn a budget of “zero dollars” into 
a show that looked “grown up and 
gorgeous”.

“It helped define the show more 
than people know. Great guy, great 
eye,” he wrote.

“Crossing Jordan” casting mem-
ber Chad Darnell also remembered 
Gershman, calling him a “great 
guy” and writing that “Hollywood 
lost a good man”.

IANS

A
ctor Eddie Redmayne and 
wife Hannah Bagshawe have 
welcomed their second child, 
a baby boy.

The couple have named 
their son Luke Richard Bagshawe, re-
ported The Sunday Times.

In the official announcement 
published in the newspaper, the duo 
revealed that their boy was born on 
March 10.

Luke joins Redmayne and Hannah’s 
little girl Iris, who was born in June 2016.

The 36-year-old Oscar-winning 
actor announced he was expecting for 

the second time with Hannah in 
November last year and the couple 
said they were “delighted” by the 
news.

Redmayne’s happy family news 
follows the very first trailer for 
“Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of 
Grindelwald” dropping last week.

“The Crimes of Grindelwald” 
follows the events of “Fantastic 
Beasts and Where to Find Them”, 
with Grindelwald (Johnny Depp) hav-
ing gone on the run with the powerful 
Elder Wand.

PTI

S
inger Britney Spears’ 
father Jamie Spears is 
reportedly upset with 
his daughter’s former 
husband Kevin Federline, 

who called him pleading for more 
child support.

Federline has been pulling in 
$20,000 a month for child support 
for years, but he now says it’s not 
enough. Sources told tmz.com that 
last Friday, Federline called Jamie 
and said he was in a financial bind 
and wanted to talk about raising 
his child support. 

Jamie was suspicious and 
asked Federline where the $20,000 
was going.

Sources said last week Jamie 
got a letter from Federline’s lawyer, 
asking him if they could sit down 
and talk. They did indeed have a 
talk, and the lawyer explained now 
that 12-year-old Sean and 11-year-
old Jayden have gotten older, Fed-
erline needed more than $20,000.

Jamie pressed again, asking 
what the children needed that they 
weren’t getting. Federline’s lawyer 
wouldn’t answer, but said his client 
needed the means to take care of 
the two children at Britney’s level. 

Sources told tmz.com that the 
lawyer repeatedly talked about 
Britney’s recent successes -- par-
ticularly her sold-out Las Vegas 
shows -- saying she was making a 
lot more money. 

Jamie kept pushing back saying 
Britney’s success has nothing to do 
with the needs of the children, and 
his daughter wasn’t responsible 
for taking care of Federline and his 
other family members. 

Britney has paid Federline a 
fortune in various forms of sup-
port over the years. When they 
divorced in 2007, she cut him a 
cheque for $1.3 million and he got 
spousal support for several years 
and continues to get child support.

IANS

Actor Jim Carrey has painted 
an unflattering picture of US 
President Donald Trump’s 

Press Secretary Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders.

Carrey painted a caricature of 
35-year-old Sanders depicting her 
as an angry-looking woman com-
plete with a ruddy complexion and 
furrowed brow, reports dailymail.
co.uk.

The actor shared the painting 
online this weekend. 

It is clear that he is not a fan of 
her or her boss, although he didn’t 
mention her specifically by name in 
his tweet.

Carrey tweeted and captioned 
his artwork: “This is the portrait of a 
so-called Christian whose only pur-
pose in life is to lie for the wicked. 
Monstrous!” Carrey has been out-
spoken in his dislike for the Trump 
administration over the past year.

IANS

M
adhuri 
Dixit has 
been cast 
in a role 
which was 

to be played by Sridevi in 
Abhishek Varman’s new 
directorial, the late actress’ 
daughter Janhvi Kapoor 
said on Monday.

“Abhishek Varman’s 
next film was very close 
to mom’s heart... Dad, 
Khushi and I are thankful to 

Madhuriji for now being a 
part of this beautiful film,” 
Janhvi posted on her Insta-
gram page.

She also shared a warm 
photograph featuring Mad-
huri and Sridevi, who were 
considered professional 
rivals at one point in their 
careers.

Sridevi, last seen on-
screen in “Mom”, died on 
February 24 in Dubai.

IANS

C
hinese smartphone 
maker Vivo on Mon-
day announced the 
appointment of Bol-
lywood actor Aamir 

Khan as its brand ambassador 
for India.

Aamir has been signed 
for future brand and product 
communication initiatives of 
Vivo India, the company said 
in a statement.

“We are thrilled about the 
possibilities that our partner-
ship with one of the world’s 
biggest superstars, Aamir 
Khan, will open up for Vivo in 
India,” said Kenny Zeng, Chief 
Marketing Officer (CMO), Vivo 
India.

“This new association will 
enable us to explore newer 
avenues to reach our customers 
as we script our future growth 
strategy in India,” Zeng added.

Aamir will soon be seen in a 
full-fledged marketing campaign 
around the upcoming products 
and a new TV commercial.

“Vivo as a brand embodies the 
spirit of innovation and meaning-
ful disruption,” said Aamir.

“Over the years, the brand 
has been constantly pushing 
the boundaries of smartphone 
technology. I am enthused to be a 
part of Vivo’s transformative jour-
ney in India,” the actor added.

Vivo is also associated with 
popular sports platforms such as 
Indian Premier League (IPL) and 
Pro-Kabaddi League in the 
country.

Vivo entered India in 
late 2014.

With a manu-
facturing unit in 
Greater Noida, 
the company 
has a robust dis-
tribution net-
work across 
the country 
both online 
and offline 
-- catering 
to over 400 
cities in 
22 states 
backed 
by 400 
service 
centres.

IANS
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Mirror Crossword 1766       sud0ku 1606
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1765

ACRoss
1. Go in
6. Gams
10. Friends
14. Point or goal
15. Actress ____ Thompson
16. Assist
17. Collision with rebound
18. Actor Brad ____
19. Rend or tear apart
20. Product of a drinking binge
22. Maintenance
24. Always
25. Officers (army slang)
26. Flying vehicles
29. Walking stick
30. Car
31. 0.1%
37. Nose
39. Eisenhower
40. Pertaining to ancient 

Scandanavia
41. Woodpeckers
44. Rip
45. Tuesday (abbrev.)
46. Markedly deficient
48. Slit between the vocal cords
52. Sedimentary material
53. Fix
54. Preliminary fee to a lawyer
58. Affirm
59. As soon as possible
61. Character in “Jane Eyre”: 

Grace _____
62. Sea bird
63. Expectorate
64. Monofilament or gut
65. Expression of pity

66. City in Yemen
67. Academic composition
DoWn
1. ____ew = shun
2. Intercollegiate athletic 

organization
3. Ripped
4. Arousing sexual desire
5. Take away
6. Sufferer of a rotting disease
7. Chieftain
8. Greenwich Mean Time
9. Cars of a certain General 

Motors brand
10. Recreational areas
11. Fir tree

12. Dike 
13. Paces
21. Close-fitting, sleeveless 

garment
23. Fervent expression of 

praise
25. Chancellor of Germany 

(1919-
20) Gustav _____
26. Overtake
27. Moon
28. Above
29. Colas
32. Walks through woods
33. Jots of facts
34. Residue

35. Emperor
36. Not there
38. _____-fruitti 
42. Breastplate
43. ____hereens = fragments
47. Pass or slip by
48. Persona non _____
49. Smooth or even
50. Classical music theatre
51. Small mountain lakes
52. Dividing membranes
54. Precipitation
55. Negatives
56. Singer ____ Fitzgerald
57. Count on
60. Resort

solutions to suD0ku 1605

FC Barcelona’s Lionel Messi celebrates after scoring during the Spanish La Liga soccer match against Athletic Bilbao at the Camp Nou stadium 
in Barcelona, Spain on Sund. March 18.

AP/PTI

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 9 
(EMN): Indian National 
women’s racing and ral-
ly champion Aishwarya 
Pissay from Bengaluru, 
representing TVS Rac-
ing team, is hoping for a 
strong finish in the coun-
try’s major cross-country 
event, the Maruti Suzuki 
Desert Storm 2018, with 
the first-leg beginning on 
Sun. March 19 in Bikaner 
according to a press note.

After Sunday’s ceremo-
nial flag-off in Noida, the 
participants arrived here 
for the start of the first leg 
that comprises two special 
stages totaling about 70 
kms.

Having finished fourth 
in the Raid de Himalaya 
rally while becoming the 
only female rider to com-
plete the grueling course 
in the ‘Xtreme’ category, 
Aishwarya has been en-
tered in the Group B (up to 
250cc) class for the Desert 
Storm that has 43 riders in 
the fray.

Looking ahead to the 
weeklong event that has 
900 kms of special stag-
es while covering a to-
tal distance of 2,500 kms, 
Aishwarya, 22, said: “I 
am better prepared this 
year unlike in 2017 when 

Dimapur, March 19 (EMN): On the 
second day of the ongoing Dimapur 
District Cricket Association (DDCA) 
Inter-School (U-16) cricket tourna-
ment played at the NCA stadium on 
Mon. March 19, St. Mary’s Higher 
Secondary School and SD Jain won 
their respective matches according 
to a press note.
First match: St. Mary’s Hr. Sec School 
vs Pranab Vidyapith Higher Second-
ary School
(Toss won by PVHSS and elected to 
field)
St Marys: 150 for 9 in 23 overs
Sunil Bhagat 47, Lal Kishan 20
Dhiraj Kr: Four wickets, Kunal and 
Pritam: two wickets each, Bijoy: one 
wicket.

Pranab VHSS: 147 all out in 22.5 
overs
Kiran 48, Rohan and Sudip 20 runs 
each
Pankaj: Four wickets, Sumit and Ra-
hul: two wickets each
Second match: SD Jain vs HMC 
School
(Toss won by SD Jain and elected 
to bat)
SD Jain HSS: 137 all out in 19 overs
Sujal: 51 runs, Abhishek 12 runs not 
out
Nchumbemo: Three wickets, Vishal, 
Rahul and Supong: two wickets each
HMC: 96 all out in 18.3 overs
Abdul: 41 runs, Rahul: 15 runs
Ajay: Three wickets, Jeetendra: two 
wickets

Messi shines again as Barca 
down Bilbao; Atletico beaten

Aishwarya Pissay geared up 
for Desert Storm challenge

Morocco to spend USD 15.8 bln 
if it wins 2026 World Cup bid

Chiellini withdraws from Italy squad due to thigh injury

DDCA Inter-School Cricket tourney Day-2

SGSA meeting

Merang Jamir to represent 
state in shooting c’ships

New Zealand add Guptill to 
squad for first England test

Barcelona, March 19 
(AFP): Lionel Messi de-
livered another masterful 
performance as Barcelona 
sailed past Athletic Bilbao 
2-0 on Sunday to take an 
11-point lead over nearest 
rivals Atletico Madrid in 
La Liga.

After putting Chelsea 
to the sword in the Cham-
pions League midweek, 
Messi scored for the sixth 
game in a row against Ath-
letic at the Camp Nou to 
propel Barca closer to the 
domestic title.

“Every day he discov-
ers something new, some-
thing different, he’s very 
aware of what he has to do, 
what the team needs from 
him at each moment,” 
Barca coach Erneste Val-
verde said of Messi, the 

Spanish league’s leading 
scorer this season with 25 
goals.

“Many times it seems 
that the coach has to teach 
the players, but what the 
coach really does is learn 
alongside them as things 
go on. We hope to keep on 
learning together.”

A dominant start from 
Barca yielded the open-
ing goal after just eight 
minutes as Messi found 
Jordi Alba out on the left, 
his pull back neatly side-
footed into the far corner 
by Paco Alcacer, filling in 
for the suspended Luis 
Suarez.

The hosts looked a 
constant threat early on 
and Philippe Coutinho 
was denied a second when 
he rattled the woodwork, 

while Ousmane Dembele 
should have done much 
better with just Kepa Ar-
rizabalaga to beat.

But the Athletic goal-
keeper was power-
less to keep out 
a crunching low 
drive from Messi 
on the half hour, 
the Argentine tak-
ing a touch to con-
trol a pass from 
Dembele before 
lashing home.

Coutinho, the club’s 
record signing, struck the 
woodwork for a second 
time as he tried to lob Kepa 
after latching onto a clever 
lofted pass from Paulinho, 
who then smacked a curl-
ing shot of his own against 
the upright.
Record of invincibility 

nears
Barca extended their 

unbeaten La Liga run to 
36 matches dating back 
to last season, drawing to 

within two games 
of the record set 

Real Sociedad be-
tween 1979 and 
1980.

“I would love 
to (break the re-

cord) but why 
carry on talking 
about it if we can 

lose, win or draw the 
next game,” Valverde said. 
“We’re not going to tempt 
fate. The next match in 
Seville will be a very dif-
ficult trip.”

Second-placed Atletico 
effectively surrendered 
their hopes of overhauling 
Barca at the top, as two 

Dimapur, March 19 (EMN): 
As per the rules and regula-
tions of the National Rifle 
Association of India (NRAI) 
match book, 2016, Hito Swu 
and Merang Jamir has been 
selected as the team man-
ager and shooter of the Na-
galand Rifle Association, 
Dimapur, Nagaland to rep-
resent the state in the XXVII 
All India G.V. Mavlankar 
Shooting Championship, 

in Big Bore Rifle Events to 
be held at CRPF Campus, 
Kadarpur, Gurgaon, Hary-
ana from March 21 till the 
25th followed by the 61st 
National Shooting Cham-
pionship Competition, to 
be held from March 26 till 
April 4.

This was stated in a press 
note by the secretary of Na-
galand Rifle Association 
(NRA).

Rome, March 19 (IANS): 
Veteran defender Gior-
gio Chiellini on Monday 
left the Italian national 
camp after reporting a 
niggling right thigh injury 
which he suffered play-
ing for Juventus against 
Spal in a Serie A match 

on Saturday. Chiellini, 
33, will return to Turin for 
treatment with Juventus, 
according to a statement 
from the Italian football 
federation FIGC.

West Ham United de-
fender Angelo Ogbonna 
had earlier been called up 

as back-up for Chiellini in 
the squad that will play 
friendly matches against 
Argentina and England.

L u i g i  D i  B i a g i o -
coached Italy are set to 
play Argentina at Old Traf-
ford stadium in Manches-
ter on March 23 and will 

face England at the Wem-
bley Stadium in London 
four days later.

Juventus will hope 
Cheillini to regain full fit-
ness before their crunch 
Champions League quar-
ter-final first leg against 
Real Madrid on April 3.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 9 
(EMN): The president of 
Sumi Games and Sports 
Association (SGSA) has 
called for a meeting on 
March 21, at his resi-
dence. The meeting will 
start at 10.30 am, it was 
informed. 

late goals from 20-year-old 
Turkey striker Enes Unal 
handed Villarreal a 2-1 vic-
tory over Diego Simeone’s 
side.

Antoine Griezmann 
converted a first-half pen-
alty after he was impeded 
by Jaume Costa, before 
Koke hit the post.

But Unal headed in an 
82nd-minute equaliser for 
the hosts and turned home 
a stoppage-time winner as 
Villarreal climbed up to 
fifth.

Real Madrid can re-
claim third place from Va-
lencia at home to Girona 
later on Sunday.

Earlier, Sevilla crashed 
to a 2-1 league defeat to 
Leganes just days after 
pulling off the surprise 
elimination of Manchester 
United in the Champions 
League.

The loss means Sevilla 
are increasingly unlikely to 
qualify for the Champions 
League through La Liga 
this season.

Unai Bustinza put Le-
ganes ahead four minutes 
before half-time with a 
superb header in their 
Butarque stadium in the 
Madrid suburbs. Javi Eraso 
doubled the lead in the 
69th minute.

Mexican international 
Miguel Layun pulled a 
goal back for Sevilla in the 
90th minute when he was 
fed by the scorer of both 
goals in the triumph at Old 
Trafford, French striker 
Wissam Ben Yedder.

Sevilla face a torrid few 
weeks with leaders Bar-
celona next up in La Liga 
on March 31 before they 
host Bayern Munich on 
April 3 in the first leg of 
the Champions League 
quarter-finals.

I packed on the second 
day itself after suffering 
multiple crashes.

“I am happy to have 
joined the TVS Racing 
team and it is a huge lift for 
my career. With the team’s 
support, I hope to do well 
this time around.

“As part of my prepara-
tions for the Maruti Suzuki 
Desert Storm 2018, I spent 
a few days in Jaipur, work-
ing on my riding skills on 
desert tracks, thus giving 

myself more time on the 
bike and also overall fit-
ness. So, I am as ready as 
I could be for the chal-
lenge.”

This year, the Special 
Stages are located around 
Bikaner and Jaisalmer, 
and the riders will have to 
negotiate treacherous des-
ert tracks dotted with sand 
dunes. The event will con-
clude on March 23 with 
a gala prize-distribution 
ceremony.

Rabat, March 19 (IANS): 
Morocco will spend a total 
of $15.8 billion on stadi-
ums and infrastructure if 
it wins the bid to organise 
the 2026 World Cup, media 
reported on Sunday.

Citing the chairperson 
of the bid committee Mou-
lay Hafid Elalamy, the fi-
nancial daily l’Economiste 
said that $3.2 billion from 
the total budget would 
be invested by the private 
sector.

In addition to renovat-
ing the existing stadiums 
and building new ones, 
Morocco vowed to con-

struct 21 new hospitals 
that meet the highest in-
ternational standards and 
131 new sites for training, 
reports Xinhua.

If the country wins the 
bid, these projects would 
create some 110,000 jobs 
every year from the year of 
designation to the organi-
sation year.

Elalamy said that or-
ganising the World Cup 
is in line with Morocco’s 
economic and social de-
velopment strategy.

Morocco formally sub-
mitted its bid book to FIFA 
on Friday containing all 

plans for stadiums, infra-
structure and transport 
required for the competi-
tion.

This is Morocco’s fifth 
bid to host the World Cup, 
after their unsuccessful 
bids for the 1994, 1998, 
2006 and 2010 editions of 
the tournament.

Morocco is competing 
a joint bid from the US, 
Mexico and Canada.

FIFA will make the de-
cision at FIFA Congress on 
June 13 in Moscow, Russia, 
on the eve of the opening 
match of the 2018 FIFA 
World Cup.

Wellington, March 19 (Reuters): New 
Zealand have added experienced bats-
man Martin Guptill to their 13-man 
squad for the first test against England 
in Auckland, a day-nighter which starts 
on Thursday.

With Ross Taylor battling a thigh 
injury sustained during the one-day 
series against the touring side, Guptill’s 
inclusion will give New Zealand a extra 
option across the batting order.

“We opted for extra batting cover 
for that final spot and with Martin hav-
ing been playing in the middle-order 
recently, he can cover a number of 
positions for us,” selector Gavin Larsen 
said in a statement from New Zealand 
Cricket.

“Ross is progressing nicely and is 
expected to take a full part in training 
tomorrow (Tuesday). The team are 

looking forward to what will be a special 
match beginning on Thursday.”

The first match in the two-test series 
at Eden Park will be the maiden day-
nighter in New Zealand.



Real Madrid’s Cristiano Ronaldo in action with Barcelona’s Lionel during a La Liga match on Dec. 23, 2017. 
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Oklahoma City Thunder guard Russell Westbrook (0) drives to the net pat centre Steven Adams (12) and 
Toronto Raptors guard Norman Powell (24) during the first half at the Air Canada Centre.

Bastian Schweinsteiger and his wife Ana Ivanovic

Juan Martin del Potro, of Argentina, holds up his trophy after defeating Roger Federer, of Switzerland, 
in the men's final match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament on Sun. March 18, in Indian Wells, 
Calif.

AP/PTI

Resurgent Del Potro returns to 
the top with Indian Wells triumph

Thunder end Raptors run, Portland streak to 13th straight win

It's a boy for Schweinsteiger and Ivanovic 

Bundesliga 'less creative', 
says Germany coach Loew

'Outrageous' Ronaldo has Messi in his sights

Shami blames third 
party for domestic row

Indian Wells (United 
States), March 19 (re-
uters): An emotional Juan 
Martin del Potro could 
barely believe he had fi-
nally won a Masters 1000 
series title at the 51st at-
tempt at Indian Wells on 
Sunday but is determined 
to keep the trophies com-
ing in his late career re-
naissance.

The tall Argentine with 
a rocket of a forehand has 
endured years of injury-
induced heartbreak but 
on Sunday was back at 
the very top of the game, 
beating no less than Roger 
Federer in an enthralling 
Indian Wells final.

“It’s so big,” Del Potro 
said. “I cannot believe 
I won this tournament, 
beating Roger in a great 
final and level of tennis.

“I’m number six in the 
world, I think? Which is so 
good to me. And I’m ex-
cited to keep working ... I 
just want to keep winning 
titles like this if I can.”

Del Potro was tipped 
as a future world number 
one in 2009 after the then 
20-year-old reached the 
French Open semi-finals, 
the Australian Open quar-
ter-finals before capturing 
his maiden grand slam at 
Flushing Meadows.

He failed to break 
the dominance of Fe-
derer, Rafa Nadal, Novak 
Djokovic and Andy Mur-
ray in the years following, 
though, and a string of 
career-threatening wrist 
injuries hampered his 
game and almost forced 
him to give up on tennis.

“I was close to quitting 
tennis because I had three 

Madrid, March 19 (re-
uters): After an uncharac-
teristically slow start to the 
season which provoked 
questions about his lon-
gevity, Cristiano Ronaldo 
has roared back to life with 
a torrent of goals and now 
has La Liga's top scorer 
award in his sights.

On a weekend to sa-
vor for strikers around 
Europe, Ronaldo followed 

the lead of Liverpool's Mo-
hamed Salah and Inter 
Milan's Mauro Icardi by 
plundering four goals in 
his side's thrilling 6-3 win 
over Girona on Sunday.

His goal-fest against 
Girona lifted Ronaldo 
above Barcelona's Luis 
Suarez as second top 
scorer in La Liga and he 
moved within three of 
Lionel Messi, his eternal 

rival for goal records and 
individual awards over the 
last decade.

"Cristiano is three 
goals from Messi and I 
hope he can become the 
top scorer because it’s very 
important to him," Real 
coach Zinedine Zidane 
said.

Ronaldo leads the way 
in Europe in current form, 
blasting in 21 goals in his 

Berlin, March 19 (AFp): Former Ger-
many football captain Bastian Sch-
weinsteiger and one-time world tennis 
number one Ana Ivanovic were cel-
ebrating the birth of their first child at 
the weekend.

"Welcome to the world our little boy! 
We are so happy," the footballer wrote 
on his Instagram account beneath a 
snap of the baby's feet, which look tiny 
beside the couple's hands.

The 30-year-old, who won the 
French Open in 2008, posted a snap of 

a bedroom with the walls painted blue 
and featuring blue teddy bears.

"Words can not describe the joy and 
the happiness we feel in our hearts," she 
wrote beneath the photo.

The pair have been married since 
2016 and announced the pregnancy in 
November.

The couple live in Chicago where 
33-year-old Schweinsteiger, a former 
Bayern Munich and Manchester United 
midfielder, is playing for Major League 
sooccer club Chicago Fire.

New Delhi, March 19 
(IANS): India pacer Mo-
hammed Shami is blam-
ing "a third party" for the 
allegations of domestic 
violence and extra-marital 
affairs hurled against him 
by his wife Hasain Jahan. 
He has denied the charges.

Shami said this was 
not a work of Hasin and 
someone was involved, 
maybe due to greed of 
money.

Jahan had posted 
screenshots of Shami's 
alleged WhatsApp and 
Facebook Messenger con-
versations with multiple 
women on her Facebook 
account.

She also uploaded 
photos and phone num-
bers of the women. Jahan 
alleged that Shami, 27, 
and his family had tried to 

kill her.
"I still say that this is 

not the deed of Hasin. This 
is certainly a plan of a third 
party, maybe the happi-
ness of my family is in-
tolerable, maybe because 
of the greed of money," 
Shami was quoted as say-
ing by News18 India.

Hasin has also levelled 
allegations of match fixing 
against the bowler. 

Shami said: "As re-
gards match fixing, the 
perpetrators evade, there 
was no fault in my mind, 
nor is and neither will it 
be. 

"I appeal to the people, 
to the BCCI, to the anti-
corruption (department) 
that I am with them in this 
investigation... I have not 
committed any wrong," 
he added.

Los Angeles, March 19 
(AFp):  Russell  West-
brook's fifth straight triple 
double helped the Okla-
homa City Thunder end 
the Toronto Raptors 11-
game NBA winning streak 
on Sunday, as the Portland 
Trail Blazers rumbled to a 
13th consecutive victory.

Westbrook scored 37 
points, pulled down 13 
rebounds and handed 
out 14 assists. His heroics, 
including back-to-back 
baskets to break a tie with 
54.9 seconds remaining, 
denied the Raptors the 
longest win streak in club 
history.

Toronto remained 
atop the Eastern Confer-
ence with a 52-18 record, 
but the Raptors were fum-
ing after a chaotic end to 
the contest.

D e Ma r  D e Roz a n , 
who led Toronto with 24 

Berlin, March 19 (IANS): Germany chief 
coach Joachim Loew is demanding 
greater efforts from the country's first 
division football clubs to stimulate their 
attacking play.

The Bundesliga has a creativity prob-
lem, said the 2014 World Cup winning 
coach ahead of Germany's two friendlies 
against Spain and Brazil, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

"In the last months and years, we have 
talked a lot about what happens when the 
opponent is in possession," the 
56-year-old commented.

Loew said one of the 
Bundesliga's main prob-
lem is "wanting to work 
against the ball in the 
first place. But the crucial 
question is, 'What hap-
pens when my team has 
the ball?'"

Far too many league 
teams instead rely on a 
pragmatic defensive 
style rather than 
thinking about 
solutions up 
front.

W i t h 
Bayern Mu-
nich in the 
C h a m -
p i o n s 
League 
and RB 
Leipzig 
in the 
Europa 
League, 
only two 
German club teams 
have reached the 
quarter-finals in Eu-
ropean competi-
tion this season.

Only talking about 
"a four or five-man 
back line" is not 
enough Loew said. 
German football 
needs to imple-
ment more creativ-
ity to secure its po-

sition in world football.
Loew expressed his concern about the 

Bundesliga losing ground to other Euro-
pean leagues. Clubs have to modernise 
their tactical approach. 

The national coach said the central 
questions needs to be "how to use space, 
how to plan your game and overcome 
defenses with greater activity."

Dominant national and international 
teams count on an "excellence going 
forward" the German coach commented. 

Former Bayern Munich sports direc-
tor Matthias Sammer backed Loew 

and said the German national team 
is an example to follow.

Though opponents have im-
proved their defence, there are 
solutions to breaking down teams 
who choose to "park the bus".

Many Bundesliga clubs "are not 
doing enough with the ball", Sam-

mer stressed. The former Ger-
man international called 

Loew "a trendset-
ter" adding tacti-
cal variability is 
not only a case 
of money and 
world-class 

players.
By de-

manding 
m o r e 
flexibili-
ty, Loew 

a n d 
S a m -
m e r 
h a v e 

sparked 
a  c o n -
t r ov e r-
sial de-
bate in 
German 

football 
a b o u t 
the qual-
ity of the 

B u n d e s -
liga.

surgeries on my wrist and 
I couldn’t fix the problem,” 
the 29-year-old recalled 
earlier this week at the 
BNP Paribas Open.

“I got depressed at 
home for a long while, and 
I wasn’t happy doing the 
effort to recover my wrist. 
That’s what I was thinking 
about, quitting tennis.

“But thank God I’m 
here and healthy, and I’m 
playing tennis again. I’m 
doing this because I love 
it.”

The Argentine has re-
gained form over the last 
two seasons but although 
he entered Sunday’s final 
on a 10-match winning 
streak, he was still inevi-
tably playing underdog to 
Swiss world number one 

Federer.
Never short of fight-

ing spirit even when his 
joints were unable to back 
it up, del Potro saved three 
match points and blew 
one of his own on the way 
to a victory that snapped 
Federer’s 17-match win-
ning streak this year.

“It was an unbeliev-
able match in all ways. 
We played a great level of 
tennis. The people were 
excited on every single 
point,” Del Potro said.

“Un f o r t u n a t e l y,  I 
couldn’t stay calm in the 
tie-break of the second 
set, but then the calmness 
came again in the end of 
the match and I played 
good in the tie-break.”

Del Potro, who had 

already won his first title 
of the season at Acapulco 
earlier in March, will be 
looking for the 23rd of 
his career at next week’s 
Miami Open.

osaka lifts first ca-
reer title
Indian Wells, March 19 
(IANS): Naomi Osaka from 
Japan captured her first 
career title, the 2018 BNP 
Paribas Open women's 
tennis singles champion, 
with a commanding 6-3, 
6-2 triumph over Daria 
Kasatkina of Russia.

T h e  h a rd  h i t t i n g 
20-year-old Japanese was 
in control of the final and 
became the youngest 
champion at the event on 
Sunday, a WTA Premier 

Mandatory event, since 
Ana Ivanovic in 2008, re-
ports Xinhua news agen-
cy.  "Naomi Osaka is the 
first unseeded champion 
- and first player to win 
seven matches - in Indian 
Wells since Kim Clijsters 
in 2005," BNP Paribas 
Open tweeted after the 
70- minute match, which 
was seen as a next-gen 
battle of future women's 
champions.

Before the final, Osa-
ka had defeated Maria 
Sharapova, Agnieszka 
Radwanska, Karolina 
Pliskova and Simona Ha-
lep during these past two 
weeks in Tennis Paradise.

The world No. 44 took 
away the 1.3 million U.S. 
dollars winner's check, 
nearly doubling her career 
earnings. She's projected 
to rise to world No. 22 in 
Monday's new WTA rank-
ings.

The world No. 19 Ka-
satkina also had a run to 
remember in Indian Wells 
this year, beating Sloane 
Stephens, Caroline Woz-
niacki, Angelique Ker-
ber and Venus Williams 
consecutively, all top 20 
foes and all Grand Slam 
champions. Kasatkina will 
rise eight spots to No. 11 in 
the rankings.

"First of all, congrat-
ulations to Naomi and 
all your team here. You 
guys are doing a good job. 
Shame you didn't show 
me a tweener today!" said 
Kasatkina after the match.

"The last thing tell you 
guys, never give up, be-
lieve in your dreams, and 
let's keep going. See you 
next year, Indian Wells!"  

points, was ejected with 
less than 10 seconds to 
play for arguing with an 
official.

"You know the frus-
tration, you know what 

it came down to," said 
DeRozan, who was still 
angry after the game at 
what he said were non-
calls on obvious fouls. "It 
was obvious, especially at 

the end of the game."
Teammate Serge Iba-

ka was tossed moments 
later, then Toronto coach 
Dwane Casey was eject-
ed -- although video ap-

peared to show it was a fan 
behind him who yelled at 
the referee.

Keep your composure
Casey was measured 

in his post-game com-
ments, saying only that 
the Raptors are looking for 
"fairness and consistency" 
from officials and adding: 
"We'll complain in the 
proper way."

His reticence came on 
the same day that New 
Orleans coach Alvin Gen-
try and Detroit coach Stan 
Van Gundy were fined 
$15,000 apiece for post-
game rants about referee-
ing.

New Zealand center 
Steven Adams added 25 
points and eight rebounds 
for the Thunder while Paul 
George scored 22 points 
and Carmelo Anthony 
netted 15.

"You've got to be able 

to keep your composure 
through it all," Westbrook 
said. "That's what the 
game was all about."

T h e  T h u n d e r  r e -
mained two games behind 
the surging Trail Blazers 
for third place in the West.

Led by Damian Lil-
lard's 23 points, all five 
Trail  Blazers starters 
scored in double figures in 
a 122-109 victory over the 
Clippers in Los Angeles.

CJ McCollum and 
Maurice Harkless scored 
21 points apiece, Jusuf 
Nurkic added 17 and Al-
Farouq Aminu chipped in 
16 as Portland's starters 
out-scored their Clippers 
counterparts 98-44.

With their 13th con-
secutive victory, Portland 
equaled the second-lon-
gest win streak in team 
history, behind their 16-
game run in 1991.

last 11 games in all com-
petitions. With 18 goals 
this year, Ronaldo has 
scored more times in the 
league in 2018 than Arse-
nal, Manchester United 
and Chelsea and is only 
one shy of Serie A leaders 
Juventus.

The 33-year-old Por-
tuguese also moved up 
to ninth in the list of top 
scorers in Europe, trailing 
front-runner Salah by six 
goals. Ronaldo's insatiable 
recent form is unrecog-
nizable from his medio-
cre record in the first five 
months of the campaign.

Banned for pushing a 
referee in the Spanish Su-
per Cup in August, Ronal-
do missed Real's first four 
Liga games and struggled 
to get up to speed on his 
return, ending 2017 with 
only four league goals to 
his name for the season.

"His form is outra-
geous," Real defender Na-
cho said.

"It's true that at the 
start of the season, giv-
en the amount of games 
he missed, he wasn't 

very sharp. But that was 
strange. Right now he is 
helping the team a lot and 
we can all see the effect he 
is having on us."

Ronaldo's resurgence 
mirrors how he hit his 
peak at the back end of 
last season when, with 
the help of sitting out the 
occasional away game, he 
fired Real to a double of La 
Liga and the Champions 
League.

Their title hopes are 
long gone but they have 
every chance of winning a 
third consecutive Europe-
an Cup. Real meet Juven-
tus in the quarter-finals 
after dispatching Paris St 
Germain 5-2 on aggregate 
in the last 16 with three 
goals from Ronaldo.

"He knows himself 
very well and knows when 
he has to take small breaks 
and when the final stretch 
of the season he arrives 
he is in top shape," added 
Zidane, who rested his 
forward for recent games 
at Espanyol and Leganes.

"When Cristiano plays 
well the team plays well."


