
Birds of prey: A file picture of Amur falcons seeking to roost in a forest near the Doyang reservoir in Wokha district on October 20, 2014.
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Dimapur, March 18 (EMN): 
Since the past four days, the 
top leaders of the People’s 
Democratic Alliance (PDA) led 
by Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio 
have been meeting a series of 
central leaders including the 
president, vice-president, and 
the prime minister. 

The delegation has also 
met the government of India’s 
interlocutor to the Indo-Naga 
peace talks, RN Ravi on March 
17, according to a press release 
issued by the public relations 
officer of Nagaland House,  
New Delhi on Sunday. 

The team led by Rio in-
cludes deputy chief minister Y 
Patton and cabinet ministers 
G Kaito Aye, P Paiwang Kon-
yak and Neiba Kronu. Lead-
ers from the NDPP-BJP com-
bine: Chingwang Konyak, the 
president of the Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP), Visasolie Lhoungu 
the president of the Nagaland 
unit of Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), Alemtemshi Jamir the 
working president of NDPP, 
and M Chuba Ao the convenor 
BJP in Nagaland were part of  
the team. 

The list of other central 
leaders met by the PDA team 
include Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh, Minister of 
State for Home Affairs Kiren 
Rijiju, the speaker of Lok Sabha 
Sumitra Mahajan, Union Min-
ister for Finance and Corporate 
Affairs Arun Jaitley, Union Min-
ister for DoNER Jitendra Singh, 
Union Minister for Food and 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 28° 12°

Agartala 35° 18°

Gangtok 25° 10°

Guwahati 32° 14°

Imphal 29° 10°

Itanagar 26° 13°

Shillong 24° 07°

Delhi 35° 19°

Kolkata 35° 20°

Chennai 33° 23°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 23° 07°
DIMAPUR 29° 15°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 89%
DIMAPUR 1mm 93%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
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Who has a harder fight 
than he who is striving 
to overcome himself.

~ Thomas a Kempis
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election is over, we will never 
be on national news channels 

again. 
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 Weinstein would prefer it if I 
were dead – McGowan |  P10

~ Arien

Del Potro joins Federer in BNP 
Paribas Open final  |  P12

Civil Supplies Ram Vilas Pas-
wan, Union Minister for Hous-
ing and Urban Affairs Hardeep 
Singh Puri, the vice-chairman 
NITI AAYOG Dr. Rajiv Kumar, 

The PDA team also held 
separate meetings the BJP na-
tional president Amit Shah 
and Ram Madhav, the saffron 
party’s leader in charge of the 
Northeast region.    

“During their meeting with 
the central leaders, the chief 

minister and his delegation 
had emphasised on the need 
to bring all round develop-
ment with investments on 
infrastructure and economic 
growth. The delegation also 
expressed the strong desire 
of the people of Nagaland for 
lasting peace and the need to 
bring an early political solution 
through the ongoing political 
dialogue and peace process,” 
the statement read. 

Lucknow, March 18 (PTI): 
After its unexpected defeat 
in the recent Lok Sabha 
bypolls in Gorakhpur and 
Phulpur, the ruling BJP 
might be in for fresh trou-
ble in this week's Rajya 
Sabha polls on 10 seats 
from Uttar Pradesh, with 
a sulking ally keeping its 
cards close to its chest.

While the BJP has the 
numbers to send its eight 
candidates to the Upper 
House, its ally, Suheldev 
Bhartiya Samaj Party 
(SBSP), which has four 
MLAs in the 403-member 
UP Assembly, holds key to 
the fate its ninth nominee.

The SP and the BSP ex-
ude confident they would 
win two of the 10 seats. 
The polls are scheduled for 
March 23.

"...How can I tell you 
that whether we will be 
voting for the BJP or any 
other party in the Rajya 
Sabha elections? We are 

yet to take a final stand on 
this," SBSP chief Ompra-
kash Rajbhar told PTI.

Rajbhar said his party 
was not consulted by the 
BJP before announcing the 
candidate.

"We are still in alliance 
with the BJP," he said, "but 
did they ever consult us 
before finalising their can-
didates for the Rajya Sabha 
elections and Lok Sabha 
bypolls (to Gorakhpur and 
Phulpur)?" 

"They fielded their 
candidates in the urban 
local bodies polls, but did 
they appropriately dis-
charge the alliance dhar-
ma...In the Lok Sabha 
bypoll did they ever ask 
the alliance partners what 
could be their possible 
roles?" he rued.

The SBSP chief also 
said, "Unless someone 
(from the BJP) asks us, 
how will talks take place? 
Should I on my own go 

and say that I will vote for 
you." 

"...Finalising the candi-
date is their job, not ours. 
But, as a courtesy they 
should ask at least once 
as to whether we will join 
them in campaigning. Not 
a single leader asked us. 
In this scenario, how can I 
tell you whether we will be 
voting for the BJP or any 
other party in the Rajya 
Sabha elections. We are yet 
to take a final call." 

On whether his party 
will cross-vote?, Rajbhar, 
who is also a cabinet min-
ister in the Adityanth gov-
ernment said, "We are in 
alliance, and if they do 
not discharge the alliance 
dharma, should we go to 
them and say that please 
take our vote?" 

He claimed his party 
could have influenced at 
least 30,000 votes in the 
Gorakhpur Lok Sabha by-
polls and the results could 

have been otherwise. "But, 
it seems we have no util-
ity (for the BJP). Similarly, 
in Phulpur, we were not 
invited even once to cam-
paign for the BJP candi-
date," he said.

A sulking Rajbhar also 
said, "You have kept us 
in alliance...either I don't 
know how to discharge the 
alliance dharma or I am 
saying something wrong...
The nominations for the 
Rajya Sabha elections have 
been done. But, is it not 
the duty of the BJP to con-
sult us and deliberate on 
the election." 

The president of the 
SBSP observed that the 
dalits and backwards 
classes have been "ig-
nored", and this trend is 
continuing.

However, seeking to 
downplay SBSP's annoy-
ance, state BJP spokesper-
son Manish Shuka said, 
"All our alliance partners 

are with the BJP. Both the 
Apna Dal (Sonelal) and 
SBSP are with the BJP. I 
am confident that they 
will vote for the BJP in the 
Rajya Sabha elections.. 
The alliance is in best of 
health and all the partners 
are together." 

Shukla also exuded 
confidence that all the BJP 
candidates will win the 
Rajya Sabha elections.

The BJP and its allies 
currently have 324 seats 
in the Assembly after the 
death of its Noorpur MLA 
in a road accident recently 
and to secure a straight 
win in this Rajya Sabha 
election, a candidate 
needs 37 first preference 
votes.

Thus, arithmetically, 
the BJP can easily win 
eight of the 10 seats and be 
left with 28 surplus votes.

If the SBSP decides not 
to go with the BJP, even 
then the eight candidates 

of the BJP will smoothly 
sail through, and the party 
will be left with 24 surplus 
first preference votes.

"There can be some 
contest on the ninth seat," 
a senior UP BJP leader 
said. With 19 MLAs, the 
BSP is short of 18 first 
preference votes, and with 
Naresh Agarwal's son Ni-
tin, who is still an SP MLA, 
likely to cross-vote for 
the BJP, the task will be-
come difficult for Maya-
wati's candidate Bhimrao 
Ambedkar.

After the new found 
bonhomie with the SP, 
Mayawati is banking on 
the 10 surplus votes of 
Akhilesh Yadav's party, 
besides seven votes of the 
Congress and one of RLD 
to reach the magic figure 
of 37 votes.

However, Nitin Agar-
wal can queer the BSP's 
pitch if he votes for the BJP.

Naresh Agarwal, who 

recently quit the SP and 
joined the BJP, has said 
his son would vote for the 
saffron party in the Rajya 
Sabha polls.

The country's most 
populous state sends 31 
MPs to the 245-member 
Rajya Sabha, and the BJP, 
which won a massive vic-
tory in the 2017 Assembly 
elections, is yet to get a 
lion's share of these.

With 83 members in 
the Upper House, the NDA 
is well short of a major-
ity. The BJP has 58 Rajya 
Sabha MPs.

The BJP candidates in 
the fray from UP are Un-
ion Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley, Ashok Bajpai, Vijay 
Pal Singh Tomar, Sakal 
Deep Rajbhar, Kanta Kar-
dam, Anil Jain, Harnath 
Singh Yadav, GVL Nar-
asimha Rao and Anil Ku-
mar Agarwal. The SP has 
fielded Jaya Bachchan and 
BSP Bhimrao Ambedkar.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 8 
(EMN): Nagaland has been 
featured in the National 
Geographic’s top ten list of 
‘the world's best destina-
tions for bird-watching’. 
The magazine published 
its list in the second week 
of March. 

In its website version, 
the magazine has offered 
a slide-show inviting its 
readers to ‘slow down for 
epic spectacles of nature 
in these world wonders 
for birding’. The roosting 
sites for Amur falcons in 

the forest that surrounds 
the Doyang reservoir in 
Wokha district has been 
declared as one of such 
‘world wonder for birding’ 

by the famous publication.
“Several years ago, 

when conservationists vis-
ited the remote province of 
Nagaland on the border of 

India and Myanmar, they 
discovered more than a 
million Amur falcons gath-
ering in dense roosts near 
Doyang Reservoir—ap-

parently a launching point 
for the falcons’ nonstop, 
13,000-mile migratory 
flight to southern Africa. 
At its peak in October, this 

New Delhi, March 18 (PTI): The 
Lok Sabha has passed, without 
a debate, a bill that will exempt 
political parties from scrutiny of 
funds they have received from 
abroad since 1976.

On Wednesday, the Lok Sabha 
passed amid chaotic protests 
by the opposition parties, 21 
amendments to the Finance Bill 
2018. One of them was an amend-
ment to the Foreign Contribution 
(Regulation) Act, 2010 that bans 
overseas corporations from fund-
ing political parties.

The Representation of Peo-
ple's Act, which lays down the 
rules for elections, bars political 
parties from accepting foreign 
funds. The BJP government had 
through Finance Bill 2016 amend-
ed the FCRA to make it easier for 
parties to accept foreign funds.

Now, it has amended it further 
to do away with the scope for 
scrutiny of a political party's fund-
ing since 1976.

"In the Finance Act, 2016, in 
section 236, in the opening para-
graph, for the words, figures and 
letters 'the 26th September, 2010', 
the words, figures and letters 'the 
5th August, 1976' shall be substi-
tuted," the Lok Sabha website said 
listing amendments to Finance 
Bill 2018 approved on Wednesday.

The retrospective amendment 
will help BJP and Congress escape 
the fallout of a 2014 Delhi High 
Court judgement that held both 
guilty of violating the FCRA.

The FCRA was passed in 1976. 
It defined a company -- Indian 
or foreign -- registered abroad 
or with subsidiaries abroad as a 
foreign firm. It was later repealed 

and replaced with the FCRA, 2010.
The BJP government through 

the Finance Act, 2016, changed 
the definition of a foreign com-
pany by saying a firm with less 
than 50 per cent of share capital 
held by a foreign entity would no 
longer be a foreign source any 
more. This amendment also came 
into effect retrospectively from 
September 2010.

Before the change approved 
last week, foreign funds received 
by a political party before Sep-
tember 26, 2010, when the FCRA 
was enacted, were open to scru-
tiny.

Once Clause 233 in the Fi-
nance Act 2016 was passed, BJP 
and Congress simultaneously 
withdrew appeals in the Supreme 
Court against a Delhi High Court 
verdict that held them in violation 
of the law on foreign funding.

The Lok Sabha on Wednesday 
adopted the annual Budget for 
2018-19 by passing the Appropri-
ation Bill, which authorises gov-
ernment departments to spend 
money from the Consolidated 
Fund of India, and Finance Bill, 
which contains taxation propos-
als.

The approval without debate 
came even though three weeks 
remain for the current Budget 
Session of Parliament. First two 
weeks of the session have been 
almost a washout due to protests 
over the Punjab National Bank 
fraud and other issues by opposi-
tion parties.

This is only the third time 
since 2000 that Parliament has 
approved the budget without 
debate.

Kolkata, March 18 (PTI): 
Crime against children in 
India has increased by a 
sharp 11 per cent between 
2015 and 2016 , according 
to the latest data released 
by the National Crime 
Record Bureau (NCRB). 
Going by absolute num-
bers, it’s an increase of 
12,786 reported crimes 
against children across the 
country. 

The total number of 
crimes against children re-
ported in 2016 was 106958, 
while 94172 crimes were 
recorded in 2015. This, 
however, does not come 
as a surprise, as a cumula-
tive analysis done by an 
NGO, ‘CRY – Child Rights 
and You’, shows a steady 
upward trend with a sig-
nificant increase of more 
than 500 per cent over 
a period of the past one 
decade (1,06,958 in 2016 
over 18,967 in 2006).

Further retrospective 
comparison within the 
mentioned timeframe 
points at a sharper rate 
of increase in the latter 
quadrennium (2012 to 
2016) than that recorded 
in the former lustrum 
(2006 to 2011). 

Quoting these NCRB 
data, Komal Ganotra, 
Director Policy and Ad-
vocacy at CRY told PTI, 
“While this steep rise in 
numbers might have been 
the result of increased 
awareness among the 
people at large and the 
law enforcing agencies in 
recording crimes, it also 
indicates that children 
have become increasingly 
exposed to the risk of be-
coming victims in recent 
years.”

Looking at the con-
centration of reported in-
cidents across the states, 
more than 50 per cent of 
crimes against children 
have been recorded in 
just five states — Uttar 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Madhya Pradesh, Delhi 
and West Bengal. 

While Uttar Pradesh 
tops the list with 15 per 
cent of recorded crimes 
against children, Ma-
harashtra and Madhya 
Pradesh closely follow 
with 14 per cent and 13 
per cent respectively. 
Going by the nature of 
crimes and categories as 
registered with the police, 
kidnapping and abduc-
tion clearly tops the lists 
with almost half of the 
total crimes (48.9 per cent, 
number of crimes 52,253) 
as recorded in 2016.

The next biggest cate-
gory of crime against chil-
dren in terms of number is 

rape, amounting to more 
than 18 per cent of all 
crimes against children, 
while all crimes under 
POCSO Act constitutes 
around 33 per cent of the 
total crimes. 

Crimes under POCSO 
Act include primarily rape, 
sexual assault against chil-
dren, sexual harassment 
and child pornography 
amongst others. Further 
analysis suggests that Ut-
tar Pradesh recorded max-
imum number of crimes 
under the categories of 
‘kidnapping and abduc-
tion’ and ‘POCSO Act’, 
while Maharashtra and 
Madhya Pradesh stand in 
the second and third slot 
respectively in both these 
categories.

A new chapter on 
‘Missing Persons and 
Children’ which has been 
included in this year’s 
NCRB release in compli-
ance with the Supreme 
Court directives, shows 
that a total of 1,11,569 
children (41,175 boys and 
70,394 girls) were reported 
to have been missing. 

The maximum cases 
were reported from West 
Bengal (15.1 per cent) dur-
ing 2016. A total of 55,944 
children were traced at 
the end of the year 2016 
in the country. Ganotra 
said, “Going by the cur-
rent trend reflected in the 
Government data, Uttar 
Pradesh, Maharashtra and 
Madhya Pradesh along 
with some other states 
continue to show wor-
rying trends in the mag-
nitude of crime against 
children.

“Also, this is a grim re-
minder of the fact that 
we, as a country, do not 
have proper prevention 
mechanisms in place to 
address the issue of child 
protection, nor are we 
keen on building more 
empathetic understand-
ing and intervention plans 
adequately backed up by 
sustained investment on 
child security,” she said. 

Elaborating on the way 
forward on tackling in-
creasing crimes against 
children, Komal added, 
“Child protection in our 
country cannot be en-
sured with just having 
legislations and numerous 
guidelines.”

“We as a country need 
to commit in cultivating a 
culture of zero tolerance to 
violence against children. 
We should be vigilant and 
cognizant of the fact that 
children are at risk with 
gaps in infrastructure, 
processes and systems,” 
she said. 

stopover may hold the 
world’s largest concen-
tration of raptors,” it re-
marked.    Once the source 
of worldwide notoriety 
when widespread hunt-
ing of the Amur falcons 
was reported, Nagaland 
over the years has come 
to represent a model for 
grassroots conservation of 
the migratory birds. 

Other locations named 
in the magazine’s top ten 
list include the Kruger Na-
tional Park in South Africa, 
the Hula Valley in Israel, 
Mindo in Ecuador, the 
Kakum National Park in 
Ghana, the New Guinea 
Highlands, the Broome in 
Western Australia, Pan-
tanal in Brazil, Cape May 
in New Jersey (USA), and 
the South Georgia Island 
(a place in the southern 
Atlantic ocean which is a 
part of British Overseas 
Territory). 
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Members of education institutions and students from Madhya Pradesh with students and professor of 
a local college in Dimapur. 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Eastern Mirror Desk
D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  1 8 
(EMN): It is reported that 
in India a woman dies 
every eight minutes from 
cervical cancer. It is the 
commonest women-relat-
ed cancer in the country. It 
is also the most common 
disease for women seek-
ing treatment at the Eden 
Medical Centre, a handout 
by the centre says. 

Eden Medical Centre 
in Dimapur commemorat-
ed International Women’s 
Day with an invitation 
to women to avail free 
screening for early detec-
tion of breast and cervical 
cancer. The screening is 
from March 5 to the 8th.  

The four-day free event 
had 667 registrations. 599 
turned up for the screen-
ing and out of which three 

cases of cervical cancer 
and two cervical intraepi-
thelial neoplasia (CIN) 
cases were detected. No 
case of breast cancer was 
detected, Dr. Rushulo 
Khing, consultant at the 
centre’s department of ob-
stetrics and gynaecology 
told the Eastern Mirror. 

The Human Papilloma 
Virus (HPV) is a causative 
agent for cervical cancer. 
There are some 100 types 
of HPV viruses. Not all of 
them cause cervical can-
cer though. It is the high 
risk types which cause cer-
vical cancer; being sexu-
ally active at a young age, 
and having multiple child 
births and sexual partners 
can cause HPV infection to 
persist, Dr. Khing said.  

Having high-risk HPV 
infection and the causes 

that make HPV infection 
persist are the risk factors 
for developing cervical 
cancer. But the most im-
portant risk factor is not 
getting screened. All HPV 
infections do not cause 
cervical cancer. Persist-
ent infection for over 5-20 
years causes precancerous 
lesions and persistent pre-
cancerous lesions cause 
cancer over a few years, 
he said.

Cervical cancer is virtu-
ally a preventable disease 
because of the presence of 
a vaccine against HPV in-
fection and the availability 
of screening procedures to 
detect cervical cancer in 
the early stages or in the 
precancerous state. 

To prevent cervical 
cancer, the best approach 
is to get HPV vaccination 

and cervical screening reg-
ularly, the handout from 
the medical centre says. 

It explained that cervi-
cal screening includes a 
few tests that can be done 
during a routine gynae-
cological OPD examina-
tion; pap smear test, HPV 
testing which improves 
the accuracy of detecting 
cervical cancer. Cervical 
cancer is not known to 
have a strong family trait.

It was informed that 
getting the HPV vaccine 
to prevent cancers caused 
by HPV is imperative. A 
pap smear test should be 
done at every three-year 
interval; pap smear test 
and HPV co-testing every 
five years  as there are no 
concrete early symptoms 
for cervical cancer, Dr. 
Khing said. 

Dimapur, March 18 (EMN): 
Madhya Pradesh, Manipur 
and Nagaland have been 
teamed up as ‘partners’ for 
a diversity-celebrating ini-
tiative called the Ek Bharat 
Shreshtra Bharat.

As part of the event, 
delegates representing the 
three states have been inter-
acting, and shall be doing so, 
during various programmes 
that have been scheduled, 
updates informed on Sun-
day. 

The Ek Bharat Shresh-
tra Bharat  was launched 
by Prime Minister of India 
Narendra Modi on Oct. 31 
2015 as part of events com-
memorating the birth an-
niversary of Sardar Vallabh 
Bhai Patel. 

The central idea of the 
Ek Bharat Shreshtra Bharat’s 
objective is to strengthen 
cultural relations of various 
parts of the country and to 
embolden mutual connec-
tion between people living 
in different states, it was 
informed. Every state in the 
country is paired with an-
other state for a year during 
which they carry out a struc-
tured engagement with one 
another in spheres of lan-
guages, literature, cuisine, 
festivals, cultural events, 
tourism etc. 

Madhya Pradesh is 
partnered with Nagaland 
and Manipur for the year 
2017-2018 in which four 
professors and 12 students 
from Madhya Pradesh vis-
ited Nagaland. It was in 
March 17 this year that the 
group  attended an inter-
active cultural-exchange 
programme at Tetso College 

Children of the Catholic Sunday School of Kohima village in Kohima district pose underneath the cross at Puliebadze, a scenic peak overlooking 
Kohima town. The children and their caretakers are said to have trekked to the popular spot on March 17, a note from a citizen informed on 
Sunday. 

Students of Dimapur-based MGM College and members of the institution’s faculty pose for a photograph. The college informed to have organized 
an event they dubbed “traditional day” at the college on Saturday March 17.  The event was to ‘promote culture and traditions of the land’ and 
“give wide awareness to the next generations,” a press release from the institution stated on Sunday. The day’s event featured music, dance 
performances and drama, the organisers stated.

School toppings  

Stand traditionsD i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 8 
(EMN): An organisation 
representing pensioners 
in Dimapur district has 
flatly denied that it lev-
ied INR 2000 from every 
pensioner in connection 
with ‘preparation’ of pen-
sion arrears.

 The Dimapur District 
Pensioners’ Association 
(DPPA) issued a press re-
lease on Sunday claimed 
that the DPPA ‘has only 
acted as facilitator be-
tween the pensioner 
concern and the finan-
cial expert committee.’ 

‘The Dimapur Dis-
trict Pensioners’ Asso-
ciation, has not collected 
Rs.2000 from each pen-
sioners (sic) in connec-
tion with preparation 
of their pension arrears 
as alleged / reported in 
print media,’ the press 
release from the associa-
tion stated. 

The group sought to 
explain the issue: “The 
DPPA has only acted 
as facilitator between 

the pensioner concern 
and the financial expert 
committee.  Availing 
the services of financial 
expert committee by 
the concern pension-
ers for preparation of 
their arrear due as per 
the government of Na-
galand Finance depart-
ment notification vide 
No. FIN/ESTT-2/9/ROP/
PEN/2016 dated Kohi-
ma, the 20th December, 
2017 is only optional. 
Any pensioner are free to 
avail our DDPA facility or 
not to.” 

Further, the DDPA 
stated that it “has al-
lowed the use” of its of-
fice and the staff to “help 
the concern pension-
ers and financial expert 
committee only.” 

“The DDPA has col-
lected identity card, 
D-card fee and annual 
membership fee in exer-
cise of power conferred 
vide NPA constitution. 
Article No — 7, Clause (a) 
and (b),” it added. 

Dimapur, March 18 (EMN): 
A number of community or-
ganisations have expressed 
resentment at the military 
authorities for what is being 
reported to be a raid by secu-
rity forces on the residence 
of  a prominent citizen and 
former leader of the Naga 
Council of Dimapur Savi 
Legise. A number of organi-
sations issued separate press 
releases on Sunday criticis-
ing the army and demand-
ing accountability.  

A statement on behalf 
of the GBs of Kuda village 
in Dimapur has strongly 
condemned the raid stated 
to have been carried out by 
the 32nd Assam Rifles on the 
residence of Liegise, a social 
worker former president of 
the Naga Council and pres-
ently an advisor to the Kuda 
Village Council. 

“Mr. Savi Liegise, a bona 
fide resident of Kuda village 
and a son of one of the earli-
est settlers of the village is 
an upright, law abiding and 
peace loving citizen of the 
village,” the note from the 
village’s head GB Thepfükuo 
Nagi stated. 

“The raid carried out 

in the wee hours of 15th 
March, 2018 traumatising 
his wife, sisters and two mi-
nor daughters is a tactic 
adopted by the armed forces 
to harass Mr. Savi Liegise for 
his upright behaviour and 
has caused irreparable dam-
age to the mentality of the 
two young daughters. 

Whatever justification 
the Security Forces may give 
for such condemnable and 
shocking action of the 32nd 
Assam Rifles, the dastardly 
action shows the true colour 
of the Indian armed forces, 
i.e., to intimidate any citizen 
who speaks the truth un-
der the guise of the Armed 
Forces Special Powers Act 
of 1958.” 

The GBs of Kuda village 
have appealed to all peace 
loving citizens of Nagaland 
to ‘raise their voices in a 
concerted effort for the revo-
cation of the AFSPA 1958 so 
that Nagas too may live a 
dignified live as citizen of a 
democratic country having 
freedom of speech and ex-
pression as a fundamental 
right.’ 

L i k e w i s e,  Ko h i m a’s 
Khonoma Rüffüno de-

nounced the “menacing 
pre-dawn raid the Assam 
Riffles inflicted for the sec-
ond time” on the private 
residence of Savi Liegise in 
Dimapur. 

A press release from the 
organisation stated that 
the first raid took place in 
2015.

“Is the AR too thought-
less and irresponsible to 
know the harm its insuf-
ficient vetting of its intelli-
gence sources can do? Has a 
motivated informer learned 
to use the AR?” the commu-
nity organisation stated.  

“The harassment meted 
out to our respected public 
leader was blatant and de-
liberate. We totally condemn 
the highly questionable and 
reckless action.

 The intention to insult 
and intimidate him and 
malign the fair name of his 
family as well is unmistak-
able. 

No other conclusion 
is possible given the well-
known nature and record of 
Savi Liegise’s commendable 
public service.”

The organisation stated 
further that the ‘traumatic 

shock’ suffered by the im-
pressionable young children 
is ‘deplorably cruel and un-
forgivable.’

“They saw 30 or so ja-
wans barging into their 
home in the very early hours 
of the morning and being 
ordered by their officer to 
ransack through every room 
including bathrooms and 
kitchen. Uniformed female 
cops frisked them, their 
mother and their aunts.”

Was the officer in charge 
so devoid of common sense 
to know ‘women do not go 
to bed armed with lethal 
weapons,’ the statement 
wondered. 

“ No  w e a p o n s  w e r e 
found, the reported reason 
for the raid. The raid resulted 
in two silver rings missing 
from a bathroom.

 The totally uncalled for 
repeated raid has revealed 
the true color of the so called 
‘Friends of the Hill People’ 
and their lack of knowledge 
about the people in their as-
signed areas of duty. 

The policy mandarins in 
Delhi will do well to know 
what they are doing,” the 
Khonoma Rüffüno stated. 

Dimapur, march 18 
(EMN): A communi-
ty organisation of the 
western Angami people 
is optimistic that the 
newly elected members 
of the Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly and the 
new state government 
led by Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio would “col-
lectively make all out 
endeavor to usher in a 
new era.” 

The Western An-
gami Public Organi-
zation issued a press 
release on Sunday. The 
organisation congratu-
lated the newly instated 
People’s Democratic 
Alliance government 
led by Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio, and Na-
galand Legislative As-
sembly’s speaker Vikho-
o Yhoshü, and all the 
elected members ‘with 
special reference’ to Ke-
neizhakho Nakhro, rep-
resenting the 8-Western 

Angami assembly con-
stituency.  The organi-
sation stated: “At a time 
when the conscience 
of the Nagas seems to 
have been beset by a 
battle of inner con-
flict between spiritual 
willingness and fleshly 
weakness of the society, 
and the meaning of the 
truth itself is so much 
abused in the garb of 
defending the truth, we 
believe  Naga society 
has not run out of hope 
and feel confident that 
the newly elected mem-
bers would collectively 
make all out endeavor 
to usher in a new era 
and in making a better 
Nagaland.”

The community or-
ganisation has wished 
the elected members 
‘more success’ and said 
to be praying for guid-
ance of the Almighty 
God in their service to 
the people.

in Dimapur. They visited 
the Government College of 
Dimapur and held interac-
tions at St. John College 
in Dimapur. Likewise, on 
the 18th of March they will 
attend a chapel service at 
Patkai Christian College in 
Chumukedima in Dimapur, 
the updates stated. 

Its aim is to celebrate 
unity in diversity culture of 
the nation and to foster sen-
timental  bonds between 
people of different states 
under its  rich heritage, cul-
ture, customs and traditions 
and it will showcase for ena-
bling people to understand 
and appreciate the diver-
sity. It will also establish long 
term engagement which 
promotes learning between 
states by sharing best prac-
tice and experiences. Such 
interaction  between dif-
frent segments of the popu-
lation of each pair of states 
at the cultural level, would 
generate the vibrance of 
understanding and appre-

ciation amongst the people 
and forge mutual bonding, 
thus securing an enriched 
value system of unity in the 
nation.

Objectives 
The broad objectives of 

the initiative are to celebrate 
unity in diversity of the na-
tion and to maintain and 
strengthen the fabric of tra-
ditionally existing emotion-
al bonds between the peo-
ple of the country; promote 
the spirit of national inte-
gration through a deep and 
structured engagement be-
tween all Indian states and 
union territories through a 
year-long planned engage-
ment among the states.

 A similar objective is to 
showcase the rich heritage 
and culture, customs and 
traditions of the states to en-
able people to understand 
and appreciate the diversity 
that is India, thus fostering 
a sense of common identity, 
says the mission statement 
of the initiative as stated on 
its website. 

Further, it assures to 
establish long-term en-
gagements and to create 
an environment that would 
promote learning among 

the states by their sharing 
Best Practices and experi-
ences.

Key Themes for Interac-
tion

To celebrate the idea 
of India as a nation where-
in different cultural units 
across varied geographies 
coalesce and interact with 
each other, this glorious 
manifestation of diverse 
cuisine, music, dance, thea-
tre, movies and films, hand-
icrafts, sports, literature, 
festivals, painting, sculpture 
etc., will enable people to 
imbibe the innate chord of 
binding and brotherhood.

To make the people 
aware about the seamless 
integral hull of the modern 
Indian state spread across 
a vast landmass on whose 
firm foundations, the geo-
political strength of the 
country is ensured to ben-
efit one and all.

To induce a sense of 
responsibility and own-
ership for the nation as a 
whole through these close 
cross-cultural interactions 
as it intends to build up the 
inter-dependence matrix 
unequivocally. (Source: ek-
bharat.gov.in)
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Our Correspondent
Imphal, March 18 (EMN): 
The 7th edition of the 
Women science congress 
was formally inaugurated 
at the Centenary hall of 
Manipur University which 
is currently hosting the 
first ever 105th Indian Sci-
ence Congress at its Can-
chipur campus, 5km south 
of main town.

West Bengal Gover-
nor Keshari Nath Tripathi 
was the chief guest of the 
formal inauguration func-
tion and it was presided by 
former general president 
of Indian Science congress 
Association (ISCA) Ashok 
Saxena.

Vice Chancellor AP 
Pandey of Manipur Uni-
versity, former general 
secretary ISCA Vijay Lax-
mi Saxena, ISCA General 
Secretaries Gangadhar,PP 
Mathur and Namita Gupta 
of Ministry of Science and 
Technology also attended 
the colourful inaugural 
function.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, West Bengal Gov-
ernor Tripathi said that 
women have overcome 
the traditional mindsets 
and have excelled in vari-
ous professions.

Stating that the women 
equipped with scientific 
and technological acumen 
can go a long way in bring-
ing overall development of 
the region and the nation 
at large.

The governor said he 
is confident that the 7th 
women science congress 
will act as a path breaking 

Rupsing Teron addressing the press conference at Diphu cultural cen-
tre, Lorulangso on March 17.

EM Images

Keshari Nath Tripathi along with others during the inaugural session of the Women science congress in 
Imphal on Sun. March 18.

Mirror Crossword 1765sud0ku 1605
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1764

ACROSS
1. Can (archaic)
6. Declines
10. Expression of regret
14. City in Nebraska
15. Think or suppose (archaic)
16. County in Florida
17. Male singing range
18. Native tribe
19. Operatic solo
20. Clears roads
22. Small lump of gold
24. “Negative cheers”
25. Pyrogenic
26. Genus of the sea cow
29. Prepare (abbrev.)
30. Largest continent
31. Social clubs for women
37. Fabrics of matted fibers
39. Males
40. Vaudeville star/actress _____ Volz
41. Characterized by cheap or empty ideas
44. Not short
45. 18th century Swedish botanist Johan 

Henrik ____
46. Actor/director Orson ______
48. Mathematical statement or equation
52. Slant or slope
53. South American rabbit-sized rodent
54. Insane
58. Obscure
59. Lump of clay
61. Sphere
62. Glance lasciviously
63. Electrical engineering group
64. Edison’s lab site, _____ Park
65. Being
66. More than nines
67. Donkeys 
DOWN
1. Folding canvas beds
2. Ends a prayer
3. Prefix indicating extreme smallness
4. Riverboats that host performances

5. Fish primarily found in the Gulf 
of Mexico

6. Essential character
7. Forehead
8. Punch
9. Person who is sexually 

uninhibited
10. Short maxim
11. Slow and solemn (music)
12. Goodbye 
13. Chairs
21. Sawn trees
23. Unfasten

25. Golf clubs with metal heads
26. Foolish or stupid
27. Drug addict (slang)
28. Lizard
29. Primp
32. Latin for “All things”
33. Tattlers
34. Object of worship
35. Sea eagle
36. Droops
38. Yell 
42. Unlawful
43. Graceful bird

47. Something puzzling
48. Story or myth with a moral
49. Stares flirtatiously
50. Debauched men
51. Auk-like sea bird
52. Juniper shrubs
54. Danish island in the Baltic Sea
55. Pros and ____
56. Possessing the necessary skills
57. People born in the first half of 

August
60. Side sheltered from the wind

solutions to suD0ku 1604

Women science congress 
underway in Imphal

Manipur’s New Year celebrated

DGAR visits IG AR headquarters in Imphal

Security forces apprehend Tai 
Singpho Security Force cadre

Rangsina Sarpo film and folk 
artists’ award on March 25

Dead body found in Karbi Anglong

102 rhinos in Pobitora 
Wildlife Sanctuary — Census

Dimapur, March 18 (EMN): The PRO 
(defence) in a press note stated that 
the Changlang Battalion of security 
forces under DAO Division under-
took an operation in Margherita 
area of Changlang district on March 
17 and apprehended one Nongpu 
Singpho a self styled private of Tai 
Singpho Security Force (TSSF) work-
ing with ULFA (I) from Sagunbari.

According to the press note the 

cadre was involved in extortion and 
terrorising the people of the area.  The 
Changlang battalion swiftly launched 
an operation and apprehended the 
self styled private. Post spot interro-
gation the cadre admitted allegiance 
to Tai Singpho Security Force (TSSF) 
and ULFA (I), he further divulged 
that he has been an active part of the 
outfit since 2014 and has undergone 
intensive training in Myanmar.

Diphu, March 18 (EMN): A 
dead body identified as 
Devanand Kumar Shah (25) 
of Dimapur Army Supply 
Road, Dimapur, Nagaland, 
was found on March 17 morn-
ing around 8:30 from 24 KM, 
Lumding road, Tisso village, 
Borlangpher under Borlang-
pher Police Station in Karbi 
Anglong district.

According to sources the 
deceased with his Maximo 
Magic Pick-up van (No. 
AS09C-9224), on March 16, 
was hired from Dimapur to 

Lumding Railways station for 
collecting betel nuts. As per 
his family member, they could 
contact him in the evening of 
March 16 around 5 pm and 
after that he could not be con-
tacted. Villagers of Borlang-
pher found a dead body lying 
and informed the police of 
Borlangpher police station of 
Karbi Anglong district. The de-
ceased Maximo Magic Pick-up 
van was also stolen.

The deceased body was 
brought to Diphu Civil Hospi-
tal for post-mortem.

Morigaon (Assam), March 18 (PTI): A total of 102 rhinos have 
been counted in Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary here during a census 
carried out by the state’s forest department, a senior official said 
today.

The one horned rhino census was conducted after six years in 
the sanctuary, which has vast tracks of swamp land.

Divisional Forest Officer, Wildlife Division-Guwahati, P 
Boruah told reporters that 102 rhinos are there in the 48-sq km 
Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary, the “densest habitat of one horned 
rhinos in the world”. During the last six years, six rhinos have 
been shot dead by poachers in the sanctuary, while 20 others had 
natural deaths, the DFO said.

Diphu, March 18 (EMN): 
The 7th Rangsina Sarpo 
Film Awards and Rangsina 
Sarpo Folk Artists Award, 
2018 will be given away to 
selected film personalities 
during the award giving 
function on Sun. March 
25 at the Joysing Doloi 
Auditorium, this was in-
formed by Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council 
(KAAC), Executive Mem-
ber for Art & Culture, Fish-
eries and Land Revenue, 
Rupsing Teron during a 

press conference held at 
the office Diphu Cultural 
Centre, Lorulangso, on 
Sat. March 17.

Speaking at the press 
conference, Teron said 
like every year in giving 
recognition to film artists 
and personalities the Cul-
tural Affairs department, 
KAAC and Karbi Film So-
ciety (KFS) is hosting the 
7th Rangsina Sarpo Film 
Awards and Rangsina 
Sarpo Folk Artists Award, 
2018 on March 25 at Joys-

Our Correspondent
I m p h a l ,  M a r c h  1 8 
(EMN): Sajibu Nongma 
Panba Cheiraoba, the 
New Year of the Ma-
nipuris’ was celebrat-
ed in Manipur on Sun. 
March 18.

The festival was cel-
ebrated on the first day 
of the Manipuri month, 
Sajibu, which usually 
falls in the month of 
March end or early part 
of April. Last year it was 
held on March 29.

Praying to the gods 
by offering flowers, fruits 
and dishes, traditional 
family feasting, climbing 
nearby hillocks in the 
afternoon, etc., marked 
the occasion.

Special dishes are 
prepared from vegeta-

bles to be offered to dei-
ties for a grand feast for 
families. After the prepa-
ration, the food is offered 
by the elders of the house 
to three deities for the 
protection of the family.

Married women give 
gifts to their parents and 
brothers on the occa-
sion. The youths seek the 
blessings of the elders.

President Ram Nath 
Kovind has conveyed 
warm wishes and greet-
ings to the citizens of the 
country on the auspi-
cious occasion of Sajibu 
Cheiraoba as well as one 
Chaitra Sukladi, Uga-
di, Gudi Padava, Cheti 
Chand, Navreh.

He mentioned that 
the festivals reflect the 
diversity of the country 

and underline the unity 
of the Nation.

He further prayed for 
the festivals to strength-
en the bond of frater-
nity among the people 
in various regions of the 
country.

Governor Dr Najma 
Heptulla has also con-
veyed warm wishes to 
the people of the state on 
the auspicious occasion 
of Sajibu Nongma Panba 
(Cheiraoba).

Chief  Minister  N 
Biren Singh, Assembly 
Speaker Y Khemchand 
Singh, Deputy Chief 
Minister Yumnam Joy-
kumar Singh and others 
also greeted the people 
of the State on the occa-
sion of Sajibu Nongma 
Panba Cheiraoba.

Dimapur, March 18 (EMN): Lieutenant 
General Shokin Chauhan, Director Gen-
eral Assam Rifles(DGAR), arrived in the 
state on his farewell visit to Headquarters 
Inspector General Assam Rifles (South) 
at Mantripukhuri near Imphal on Satur-
day, according to Assam Rifles (South) 
sources. The DGAR was received by Major 
General Virendra Singh, Inspector Gen-
eral Assam Rifles (IGAR) South.

Addressing the troops at a Special 
Sainik Sammelan organised at IGAR 
(South) headquarters at Mantripukhri, 
the Director General Shokin Chauhan 
appreciated their selfless service to the 
nation, the courage and valour they dis-
played during any adverse situation and 
the sacrifice they made to safeguard the 
country.

The General Officer called upon the 
personnel of the paramilitary force, which 
is responsible for containing militancy in 
this part of the country, to carry out peo-
ple-friendly operations. He updated them 
with information pertaining to initiatives 

and policies instituted by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs for their welfare including 
more promotion vacancies, residential 
buildings in Dwarka and upgradation 
of medical and residential facilities at 
various Nodal Centres of Assam Rifles, 
Mantripukhri being one of them.

The General Officer reiterated Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision that 
North- East India will be the engine for 
India’s growth in the future and encour-
aged people of the state to be part of the 
development process. To this effect, he 
asked the troops of Assam Rifles to con-
tinue their efforts in creating a conducive 
and peaceful environment in the state so 
that people can actively be part of devel-
opment process.

He also appealed the youth of state 
who have been misguided by the un-
derground groups to return to the main-
stream and not to disturb the devel-
opment process initiated by the state 
government, duly supported by the 
Assam Rifles.

initiative taken up by the 
Indian Science Congress 
Association to empower 
women and bring about 
sustainable inclusive de-
velopment.

He also lauded the 
contribution of the Ma-
nipuri women in the de-
velopment of the state and 
maintaining peace and 
harmony. In fact all the 
local and traditional mar-
kets are run by the women 
only, the West Bengal gov-
ernor added.

On the other hand, 
informing that there are 
only four women gen-
eral presidents in the 105 
years of ISCA, former ISCA 
president Ashok Saxena 
said so more women sci-
entists should participate 
in spreading science as a 

career and also science 
as the proper approach in 
running the house hold or 
organisation.

In her speech, former 
general secretary ISCA 
Vijay Laxmi Saxena ex-
pressed that women em-
powerment is important 
for the development of 
the country and society in 
possible way in today’s era.
VC of Manipur University 
Pandey and Namita Gupta 
of Ministry of Science and 
Technology also spoke on 
the occasion.

In the day’s first scien-
tific session, three experts 
Prof Sadhana Singh of D.G. 
PG College Kanpur,Prof 
Chandrawati jee (Retd) 
of AN College Patna,Dr 
Vidyapatni,head of bot-
any, Maharaja College 

Rajasthan University will 
make presentations on 
different topics and the 
session will be chaired by 
Prof Asha Gupta of Life 
science department of 
Manipur University.

In the second ses-
sion, Dr Archana Verma 
of National dairy research 
institute Karnal, Dr Hem-
lata J Wangkhede of In-
stitute of Science PG and 
Research Aurangabad, Dr 
Anukriti Verna of Christian 
Medical College Ludhiana 
and Prof Asha Gupta of 
Life science department 
Manipur University will 
also share their presenta-
tions. Prof Manjushree 
Majumdar,Department 
o f  P u r e 
Mathemetics,Calcutta 
University will chaired the 

last session of the day.
It may be noted that 

the Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi inaugurated the 
105th Congress – the larg-
est gathering of Indian 
scientists, in Imphal on 
Fri. March 16 and thus 
the Manipur state capital 
becomes the second city 
in the North East to host 
such a prestigious event 
after Shillong in 2009.

The Congress was 
scheduled to be held at 
Osmania University in 
Hyderabad from Jan. 3 to 
7 but was rescheduled to 
March 16 till the 20th and 
its venue was moved to the 
Manipur University on Fri.

The focal theme for 
2018 Science Congress is 
“Reaching the Unreached 
through Science and Tech-
nology”. This year the fo-
cus will be on translational 
science for promoting af-
fordable sustainable in-
novation.

During the five-day 
program the focus will be 
on various scientific dis-
ciplines and how they can 
connect with the society.

On Sat. March 17, the 
children’s science con-
gress, first of its kind in 
the ISC was inaugurated. 
In addition, there will be a 
Science Communicator’s 
Meet on March 19. Young 
Scientists Awards will also 
be conferred during the 
function.

A technology based 
start-up conclave also will 
be showcased inviting top 
innovators and entrepre-
neurial researchers.

ing Doloi Auditorium.
The award constituted 

by the Art & Culture de-
partment, KAAC was to 
promote and preserve the 
Karbi language, art and 
culture and folk stories 
through films. It is also to 
give recognition to film 
artists and personalities, 
he said.

The award carries a 
trophy, certificate and 
cash award. There are 
19 categories of awards. 
Among them are best 
film, best actor (male & fe-
male), best director, best 
documentary film, best 
script, best comedian, 
best lyrics and best music 
director.

Teron said the Art 
& Culture department, 
KAAC has decided to 
make films based on 
Karbi folk stories and leg-
endaries for its preserva-
tion. KAAC, CEM Tuliram 
Ronghang will attend 
the function as the Chief 
Guest, Teron informed.



Organisers along with participants during the community coaching programme at Jalukie town on March 16.

Farmers, members of SHGs and others listen to the prime minister’s 
address in Kohima.  

Agriculture officers and dignitaries pose for a group photo during the inauguration of the FPO office in 
Mokokchung on March 16.

ATMA team and farmers during the field programme at Ralan on March 9.
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Eastern Christian College, department Education organised a educational programme on celebrating 
and understanding exceptional children under the theme “See the able, not the label” on March 16 
with the students of Deaf Biblical Ministry, Naharbari Dimapur. 

See the able not label

Community coached to 
assist differently-able people

PM’s address webcast to farmers

ATMA conducts training programmes

Assam Rifles DG inaugurates 
auditorium at Sokhuvi ARTC

Farmers office dedicated in Mokokchung

Legal 
services 
Kohima 
clarifies

Swachh 
Bharat 
programme 
rescheduled

D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  1 8 
(EMN): The Special Ol-
ympic Bharat, Nagaland: 
Khelo India 2018, in col-
laboration with local NGO, 
People in Need Founda-
tion of Jalukie conducted 
a community coaching 
for assisting persons with 
disability, on March 16 at 
the Local Baptist Church 
conference hall in Jalukie 
town. A press release from 
organisers updated about 
the event.

The Special Olympic 
team led by Coach Atiba 
Sanglir presented its activi-
ties and achievements. The 
team explained various 
components of the special 
Olympic games and its 
competitive spirit to bring 
the best out of the differ-
ently able persons. 

The importance of 
the community coaches 
were also emphasised to 
achieve realization of the 
differently able persons’ 
talents. 

Thirty six coaches were 
said to have participated 
in the in the training pro-
gramme.

Speaking on disabili-
ties, the chairman of Peo-
ple in Need Foundation, 
Joe Ngamkhuchung, said 
‘though no one expects or 
wants to have a child with 
disabilities, in God’s plan 
of things, certain children 
are born with disabilities.’ 
God has plans for such 
persons, he added.

Chairman opined that 
‘we need to accept and 
show the presence of dif-
ferently able persons for 

them to avail the opportu-
nities provided by the gov-
ernment to find the grace 
behind their disabilities.’

God compensates dis-
abilities with rich talents, 
which only opportunities 
like special Olympic games 
can bring out, he said.

 The chairman said 
once a child is born with 
disabilities we can only 
help improve the condi-
tion of the person. But we 
could take basic preventive 
steps to avoid any disabili-
ties. 

He said that care of a 
mother during pregnancy 
is important to prevent dis-
ability in the child. Often in 
our rural society, he said 
womenfolk work, without 
any rest, till the time of the 
child’s birth. Heavy work 

during pregnancy does not 
enjoy sufficient nutrition 
in the family, he added.

Certain habits of the 
woman like smoking, 
drinking or random self 
medication could jeop-
ardize the health of the 
child in the womb.   More 
awareness could prevent 
un-necessary disability in 
the children, he said. 

Disability in the adult 
also takes place due to risk 
activities, or through ac-
cidents.   

Awareness and precau-
tion can greatly reduce 
risks for disabilities. 

The Special  Olym-
pic team distributed T-
shirts and Special Olym-
pic Bharat Master Trainer 
handbook to all the par-
ticipants. 

D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  1 8 
(EMN):  The prime min-
ister’s address at the Kri-
shi Unnati Mela 2018 was 
webcast to farmers at the 
Phek Krishi Vigyan Kendra 
(KVK) at Porba on March 
17. Organisers issued a 
press release updates 
about the programme.

The programme start-
ed with a discourse about 
the Krishi Unnati Mela 
and the importance of 
agriculture, from speaker 
Dr. Hannah Krujia. 

An agriculture work-
shop on energy conserva-
tion under the Petroleum 
Conservation Research As-
sociation was conducted 
by Dr. T Esther Longkum-
er, it was informed.  She 
gave details about the sim-
ple diesel saving tips for 
tractors, pumps and irriga-
tion appliances  through 
solar power for agriculture 
purpose. She talked also 
about the harmful effects 
of crop residue -burning, 
on human health, plants, 
animals and its effect on 
Climate Change. 

A live show of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
visit to exhibition stall 
and address to farmers at 
Krishi Unnati Mela 2018 
at New Delhi was shown 
online to the participants.

 Altogether 54 students 

Dimapur, March 18 
(EMN): The Nagaland 
lLegal services Authori-
ty, Kohima has clarified 
the news item “State 
legal service mem-
bers attend national 
conclave,” published 
on March 18 in local 
dailies. 

‘The event was 
inaugurated by Justice 
Rajan Gogoi, judge 
Supreme Court of 
India and executive 
chairman and not by 
Ravi Shankar Prasad, 
minister for Law and 
Justice and Electronics 
and Information Tech-
nology, Government of 
India,’ it was informed.

Dimapur, March 
18 (EMN): A two-
day Swachh Bharat 
programme with 
national convenor 
of Swachh Bharat,  
Yashwant Singh 
Darbar who will be 
visiting Nagaland  on 
March 19 and 20th as 
part of his Northeast 
Swachh Bharat Ab-
hiyan tour, has been 
rescheduled March19 
due to unavoidable 
circumstances. A 
notification from the 
state Bharatiya Janata 
Party general secre-
tary informed.

The inauguration 
function of the State’s 
Swachh Bharat Office 
at NST Colony, near 
City Tower, Dimapur 
has been rescheduled 
at 12 pm and not at 3 
pm as informed. Sub-
sequently, meeting 
with the state office 
bearers, state frontals 
and district swachh 
bharat committees at 
Hotel Saramati will be 
held at 1 pm.

Also, the venue of 
interactive meeting 
with party workers, 
government officials 
and NGOs on March 
20 at 1:30 pm after 
cleanliness drive 
has been changed 
to Tourist Lodge in 
Dimapur.

Party workers 
and supporters are 
requested to be a part 
of the cleanliness 
drive on March 20 to 
be carried out from 6 
am to 9 am at Di-
mapur Civil Hospital 
and Dimapur Com-
merce College area.

NEWS IN BRIEF

FOR SALE 

at Dimapur near Mandir 
Price 90 Lakh (negotiable)

Contact No. 9378125272

Two storey RCC building

At Borlingiri 
with 13 rooms

D-5142

1Boys Warden for Hostellers
(B.A Graduate or Theology Graduate) 

required for reputable School in Dimapur, 
Nagaland 

Salary Rs. 10,000 
Kindly Contact 8119000792.

D-5143

VACANCY

and farmers participated 
in the programme, it was 
informed.

The same webcast was 
organised by KVK Kohima 
on March 17 at the confer-
ence hall KV in Kohima. 

The prime minister 
said in his address that ‘the 
government is engaged in 
promoting organic farm-
ing throughout the coun-
try under the traditional 
agricultural development 
plan. So, based on that, 

he said Northeast is be-
ing developed as a hub of 
organic farming.’

Modi emphasised on 
organic products is be-
cause they are as ancient 
as they are, as well as mod-
ern, a press release stated. 

Pr o g re s s i v e  f a r m -
ers, members of farmers’ 
clubs, self-help groups, 
government officials, and 
village council members 
attended the event, it was 
informed.

Dimapur, March 17 (EMN): 
ATMA Ralan block under 
Wokha district has organ-
ised a field day cum dem-
onstration on ‘cultivation 
practices of arecanut’ in the 
farm owned by Wilson on 
March 9 with Soyingbeni 
Tsanglao (ATM) as the re-
source person.

The trainees were im-
parted knowledge on field 
preparation, soil type, pit 
size, time of planting, spac-
ing, intercropping, ma-
nures, and fertilizer man-
agement.

Demonstration was 
done on application of 
fertilizers. In order to get 
maximum benefit from 
manures and fertilizers, 
the resource person ex-
plained that besides apply-
ing manures and fertiliz-
ers at proper time and in 
right manner, other aspects 
should be given careful 
consideration because 
even for a single crop the 
nutrient requirements are 

not the same at different 
stages of growth.

Essential fertilizers re-
quired for the growth of 
arecanut was distributed to 
the farmers. 

Altogether 40 farmers 
and ATMA officials attend-
ed the programme.

In another programme, 
ATMA Ralan block con-
ducted training cum dem-
onstration and mobilisa-
tion of SHG/CIG/FIGs on 
March 9 at community hall, 
Old Ralan. 

Chophabeni Kikon 
(BTM) spoke on the con-
cept and importance of 
SHG/CIG/FIGs. She urged 
all the farmers to coordi-
nate and work together 
to increase their income 
and improve their living 
standards.

In the technical ses-
sion, training cum dem-
onstration on ‘Pests and 
diseases management in 
rice cultivation’ was con-
ducted by resource person 

Thungchano (ATM). She 
taught them the identifica-
tion of pests and diseases 
and the ways to tackle them 
without the use of hazard-
ous chemical pesticides.

Altogether 40 farmers 
and SHGs from different 
villages under Ralan block 
and ATMA officials attend-
ed the training.

ATMA Longleng block 
also conducted demonstra-
tion at Ponching village on 
March 14.

Resource person ag-
riculture inspector, DAO 
Office Longleng

C Amei Phom dem-
onstrated on nursery bed 
preparation of onion and 
chilly.  She also explained 
on the benefits of using 
bio-fertilizers azotobacter 
and phosphotika for soil 
treatment.  

Another resource per-
son Bendangzumkumzuk, 
ATM Longleng block dem-
onstrated on compost pit 
preparation. 

D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  1 8 
(EMN): Under Mission 
O rg a n i c  Va l u e  C h a i n 
Development for North 
Eastern Region’ (MOVCD-
NER), Department of Ag-
riculture, Mokokchung 
division, has organised a 
dedication programme for 
collection and aggregation 
centre and Farmers Pro-
ducer Organisation (FPO) 
office on March 16. 

In a brief programme 
h e l d  a t  A P M C  o f f i c e 

premises, Mokokchung 
deputy district agriculture 
officer, Temsuienla, has 
encouraged the organic 
farmers to work sincerely 
in order to achieve the 
goals of the government.

She explained that 
MOVCDNER is a centrally 
sponsored scheme, which 
was taken up by the ag-
riculture department in 
order to enhance and pro-
mote organic food prod-
ucts of the state and also 

to bring about sustainable 
economic transformation 
among the local farmers.

She said the depart-
ment would facilitate the 
farmers to obtain organic 
certification and also for 
value addition on various 
organic crops. She also 
highlighted the impor-
tance of PFO for the suc-
cess of the organic farm-
ing.

Senior inspector coop-
erative societies, Bisarila L 

Dimapur, March 18 (EMN): Lieutenant 
General Shokin Chauhan, AVSM, YSM, 
SM, VSM Director General Assam Rifles 
during his visit to the Assam Rifles Train-
ing Centre and School at Shokhuvi in 
Dimapur on March 16, inaugurated M B 
Rai auditorium.

Addressing the personnel and re-
cruits in a special Sainik Sammelan, DG 
expressed his happiness on achievement 
of the premier training establishment of 
Assam Rifles. He exhorted officers and 
men to uphold the rich traditions of the 

force and to maintain the highest stand-
ards of professional conduct and moral 
uprightness. 

The officer also lauded the training 
methodology in sync with technological 
advancement and operational effective-
ness of the force. 

He was optimistic that the centre will 
get an opportunity to train personnel of 
friendly foreign countries in near future. 

Assam Rifles as a force has lived up to 
the true essence of being called ‘Sentinels 
of the North East,’ he said.

Sangtam, gave a systemat-
ic overview of book keep-
ing. She said that a society 
health depends on proper 
handling of cash register 
as it highlights all the de-
tails of inflow and outflow 
of cash in a transparent 
manner.

Dedicatory prayer of 
newly allotted collection 
and aggregation centre 
and FPO office was pro-
nounced by N Sobu Pon-
gen, pastor of Mokokc-
hung Baptist Church. The 
programme was chaired 
by Akangnungsang Jamir, 
secretar y of  Mokokc-
hung Organic Farmers 
Cooperative Society Ltd. 
(MOFCSL), while the vote 
of thanks was proposed 
by Imtimar, chairman 
MOFCSL.

The first session was 
followed by business ses-
sion of the Mokokchung 
Organic Farmers Coop-
erative Society Ltd. where 
agendas were discussed 
and resolutions were 
made for proper function-
ing of MOFCSL.
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DAILY
PATH

The world’s largest tobacco company says it is designing a 
smoke-free future. That is not necessarily a tobacco-free plan.

And we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been called according to his 
purpose. -Romans 8:28

L
ife has just dealt you a heavy blow. Your heart is 
sick because something you’d dreamed about 
and prayed about has been dashed against 
the rocks. You confide in a friend and get this 
advice…

“It’s okay, I’m sure God has something even better 
planned for you. Remember that Scripture says He 
works all things together for our good. He doesn’t close a 
door without opening another.”

Some Things Aren’t Replaced
Bad things work out for our good. That’s a good 
Scriptural principle. But I don’t think that means what we 

think it means. I’m not confident that Scripture promises 
that if something really bad happens that God is going 
to turn it on it’s head and you’ll end up with an amazing 
material blessing in its place. Something’s aren’t replaced 
this side of glory.

We Don’t Always Get Back What’s Lost
I suppose trite speech like that can be forgiven when we 
are talking about not getting a loan for our new speed 
boat. But it’s deadly when we are talking about the loss of 
a child, the end of a relationship, or other truly significant 
things. That’s why I appreciate the Puritans on topics like 
this one. They aren’t as influenced by our consumerist 
reading of the text.

How Affliction Benefits Us
In his book, All Things For Good, Thomas Watson gives 
us ten ways in which affliction works for our good. 
I’ve summarized and modernized the language where 
necessary. Notice the focus.

Afflictions serve as our preacher and tutor. “A sick-bed 
often teaches more than a sermon”.
Afflictions are the means of making the heart more 
upright
Afflictions conform us to Christ.
Afflictions are destructive to sin.
Afflictions loosen our hearts from the world.
Afflictions make way for comfort. “God sweetens outward 
pain with inward peace”
Afflictions magnify us by showing how God takes notice of 
us, by serving as a sign of sonship, and by causing us to be 
renowned in the world.
Afflictions are the means of making us happy because they 
bring us nearer to God.
Afflictions put to silence the wicked.
Afflictions make way for glory.

God’s Greatest Concern
I didn’t see a houseboat or a prettier girlfriend in that 

list. And that’s because God’s greatest concern isn’t for 
our temporal comforts but for our eternal joy. This is a 
good thing. Our affliction does end up for our good. But 
if we’re convinced that this means on this side of glory 
God is going to take bad stuff that happens to us and give 
us a bigger blessings, then we’re going to end up calling 
God a liar.

God’s Goodness
Some wounds likely won’t heal until you see Jesus face 
to face. But afflictions have a way of helping us see Jesus 
clearer even now. And this is why Watson can say that 
even now we experience the goodness of God in the 
midst of our afflictions.

(Mike Leake is the Lead Pastor at FBC Marionville in 
Marionville, Missouri. He is currently pursuing his 

M.Div. at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Mike is 
married to Nikki, and they have two children, Isaiah and 

Hannah. You can follow him on Twitter @MikeLeake.)

T
he world’s top experts on tobacco and health 
gathered at a conference in South Africa last week 
to discuss how to prevent an estimated a billion 
people dying of smoking-related diseases this 
century.

One of the most controversial issues at the conference, 
that’s theme was “Uniting the world for a tobacco-free 
generation”, was a new organisation set up last year called the 
Foundation for a Smoke-Free World. This altruistic-sounding 
foundation argues it is “an independent, non-profit 
organisation created to accelerate global efforts to reduce 
health impacts and deaths from smoking, with the goal of 
ultimately eliminating smoking worldwide”.

The Foundation is headed by Derek Yach, a former 
World Health Organisation official who worked on the 
groundbreaking global treaty to tackle smoking, the 
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control or FCTC.

So far, so good – except that the foundation is far from 
uniting the public health community. The problem for many 
experts is that the FSFW is to receive $80 million annually 
– for the next 12 years – from the world’s largest tobacco 
company, Philip Morris International or PMI, the makers of 
the Marlboro brand.

Given the tobacco industry’s well-documented and 
decades-long history of manipulating science and health, 
something which Yach himself has written about, one of the 
key questions at the conference was whether to engage with 
the FSFW or not.

Finding new allies
One panel session at the conference noted that the founding 
of the FSFW “raises critical questions for tobacco control 
leaders” in that it “violates a fundamental tenet of tobacco 
control in accepting direct industry funding. It may distract 
from FCTC priorities, confuse media, the public, and 
policymakers, and advance the industry’s ‘partnership’ 
narrative.” Another session, called Breaking Big Tobacco’s 
Grip, warned of the tobacco industry’s attempts to rebrand 
itself as “credible”, “changed” or “responsible”.

And it seems that this is exactly what PMI is doing. The 
company’s website now says PMI is “designing a smoke-free 
future”. And earlier this year, the company took out adverts 
boldly claiming the world’s largest producer of cigarettes was 
trying to “give up”, too.

So what is going on? PMI reportedly is investing billions 
of dollars in an attempt at reputation rehabilitation to try and 
shift the debate away from a company vilified for decades, to 
one that can be trusted. But there is a big distinction between 
“smoke-free” and “tobacco-free”. PMI’s vision for a “smoke-
free future”, is one in which consumers do not quit tobacco, 
but switch from cigarettes to “reduced risk products” 
which are heated tobacco products. As PMI’s CEO, André 
Calantzopoulos, concedes:

“Our paramount business strategy is to replace cigarettes 
with less harmful, smoke-free alternatives. That’s what we 
call a smoke-free future.”

Sold under the IQOS brand, these sleekly designed 
devices heat rather than burn tobacco. Although being 
heavily promoted by PMI, their safety is an ongoing debate.

Leaked documents
Insight into PMI’s public relations plans are outlined in 
two recently leaked documents published by Reuters, both 

produced by the company in 2014.
The first document, entitled: “Corporate affairs approach 

and issues” warned that the future for Big Tobacco “will 
not become easier” as the industry faced pressures from 
increased regulation, active anti-smoking organisations and 
“denormalisation”, where it becomes increasingly socially 
unacceptable to smoke. To counter this, the company 
planned to promote RRPs, or reduced risk products, such 
as iQOS. This will “preserve consumers right to buy tobacco 
products”.

The second document, a ten-year corporate affairs 
plan, gives further insight. The company’s overall objective 
was to “be ‘for’ something” and “establish PMI as a trusted 
and indispensable partner, leading its sector and bringing 
solutions to the table”. It wanted to “establish the legitimacy 
of tobacco companies to be a part of the regulatory debate 
on RRPs” and to be “part of the solution”. Instead of being 
accused of producing a product that kills up to one in two 
of its long-term users, this is a bold attempt to become a 
“trusted partner” offering “solutions”.

But Big Tobacco’s less scrupulous habits die hard. The 
documents also outline PMI’s intention to use the PR strategy 
of divide and rule, splitting the public health community 
by working with some organisations that promote harm 
reduction. PMI wants to “find allies that cannot be ignored” 
and “amplify voices of ‘harm reduction’ supporters vs 
‘prohibitionists’”.

“On e-cigarettes and other reduced risk products, we 
have a great story to tell; there are divisions within the anti-
tobacco movement” that can be exploited. This was evident 
at the recent conference.

The corporate plans also identified working via third 
parties such as an “alliance of credible messengers” and 
“third-party coalition building”. PMI stated there was a need 
to use consultants as “door-openers”, “spin doctors” and 
“strategists” and to come up with “one-liners for PMI and its 
allies”.

One such one-liner is the vision of a “smoke-free world”. 
Yach denies vehemently he is acting as a spin doctor for 
the industry he spent years fighting and is not being naive 
working with PMI. He urges people to join his “movement for 
a smoke-free world”. 

Meanwhile, PMI said in response to the leaked documents:
“We believe that the active participation of public health 
experts, policy-makers, scientists, and the industry is the 
best way to effectively address tobacco regulations in the 
genuine interest of today’s billion smokers. It is our hope that 
moving forward, all tobacco policy makers will invite open 
dialogue, and in the meantime we will continue to speak with 
governments about policies that can address the impact of 
smoking on health.”

But whether by default or design (with the leaked 
documents pointing to the latter), PMI’s funding of the FSFW 
is dividing the public health community into those who will 
take tobacco money to explore harm reduction and those 
who see the Foundation as the latest manifestation of Big 
Tobacco’s disingenuous playbook.

As this debate continues, PMI’s leaked ten-year plan 
outlines that the company intends to “maximise commercial 
opportunities and grow market share” of traditional 
cigarettes. How PMI reconciles this with its objectives of a 
“smoke-free world” remains to be seen.

The writer is a senior research fellow at the University of 
Bath.

“God Working All Things for Good” 
Doesn’t Mean What We Think

DENTAL IMPLANTS Big Tobacco is Funding The 
Anti-Smoking Lobby. Here’s Why

Mike Leake | Borrowed Light

Dr. Aola Imcha

Andrew Rowell|The Conversation

Home
Letter BIBLE READ:  NEHEMIAH 8:5–12 

THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so 
that the people understood what was being read. ~ Nehemiah 8:8

Far from home and training for World War II, American recruits in basic training turned to humor and correspondence to cope with the chal-
lenges they faced. In one letter home a young man described the vaccination process with wonderful exaggeration: “Two medical officers 
chased us with harpoons. They grabbed us and pinned us to the floor and stuck one in each arm.”

Yet one soldier began to realize that humor could only take him so far. Then he received a Bible. “I enjoy it very much and I read it every 
night,” he wrote. “I never realized you could learn so much from a Bible.” Long ago, the Jewish exiles returned home after years of slavery in 
Babylon to find their problems came with them. As they struggled to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls, they faced opposition from enemies, famine, 
and their own sin. Amid their trouble, they turned to God’s Word. They were surprised at what they learned. When the priests read from the 
Book of the Law of God, the people were moved to tears (Nehemiah 8:9). But they also found comfort. Nehemiah the governor told them, “Do 
not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength” (v. 10).

We don’t need to wait for trouble to hear from God. The Bible is where we learn about His character, His forgiveness, and His comfort. As 
we read it, we’ll be surprised at what God’s Spirit will show us in its pages.

The Bible helps us see ourselves as we really are, and also helps us see how much God loves us.

What are Dental Implants?
Dental implant is a titanium post (like a tooth 
root) that is surgically positioned into the jawbone 
beneath your gums and they provide a permanent 
base for fixed, replacement teeth. Implants are 
typically made of titanium, a biocompatible material 
that is easily acceptable by the body and serves as a 
strong foundation for the replacement teeth. Once 
inserted the process of osseointegration takes place 
where the natural bone locks the implant into place 
by fusing, or attaching itself, to the implant.  Once in 
place, it allows your dentist to mount replacement 
teeth or a bridge into that area. 

What are the advantages of Dental Implants?
Dental implants are considered the most durable, 
lifelike and long-lasting form of tooth replacement. 
They have a large number of benefits and advantages 
over all other forms of tooth replacement. Dental 
implants prevent bone loss that normally occurs 
underneath your missing teeth. Dental implants 
are the only dental restoration that preserves and 
actually help to stimulate bone growth and prevent 
bone loss. By preserving bone, the stability of 
adjacent, natural teeth is maintained and so is the 
size and shape of your jaw bone. Because implants 
fuse to your jawbone, they provide stable support 
for artificial teeth and give the strength and stability 
required to eat all food one requires. It allows you 
to speak easily and comfortably and are built to 
last which makes them your best long-term, cost-
effective solution. 

How is it different from other dental tooth 
replacement?

For many patients, fixed crown & bridges 
dentures and removable dentures are simply not 
comfortable or even possible, due to sore spots, 
poor ridges or gagging. In addition placing a tooth-
supported crown and bridge requires grinding 
away the teeth on both sides of the missing tooth 
and thereby damaging your healthy teeth to restore 
those that are missing. An advantage of implants is 
that no adjacent healthy teeth need to be prepared 
or grind down to hold your new replacement teeth 
in place. Also, traditional tooth supported bridges 
can lead to bone deterioration,  gum problems 
and may interfere with eating, smiling, speaking 
and other activities of everyday life. It may last 5 
to 7 years, and with proper care often more than 
10 years, but at some point they may need to be 
replaced. Those costs can really add up over time. 
While dental implants may need periodic visit can 
last a lifetime. 

Beyond the aesthetics, a dental implant doesn’t 
come loose like a denture since it’s fixed to the 
bone and provides the maximum support for the 
supporting tooth. Because a dental implant feels 
and looks like a normal tooth, it can do wonders for 
your self-esteem. 

But taking everything in consideration your 
dentist will review your medical history, oral 
hygiene maintenance etc .If you are considering 
dental implants, you must have healthy gums 
and adequate bone to support the implant. But 
even if enough bone is unavailable the option of 
ridge modification can be done by placing bone 
substitutes to build up the ridge which gives you 
enough bone for a successful Implant. If you have a 
missing a tooth and believe a dental implant might 
be the right solution for you, start by consulting your 
dentist because Dental implants are the next best 
thing to your healthy, natural teeth.
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Paperwork regarding 
finances, possibly those connected with your job, 
might take up a lot of your time today, Aries. You 
should be feeling especially strong, confident, and 
focused, so if you’ve been thinking about looking 

for a new position, this is the day to check the ads. Advance-
ment through your own efforts is strongly indicated by the 
aspects in force today.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): A creative project, 
perhaps one that could earn you some money, 
might well be the primary focus of your attention 
today. Perhaps you’ve been doing some writing or 

intend to teach a class. You might want to give the idea some 
thought, Taurus, if you haven’t already. Your physical and men-
tal energies are high. Success is strongly indicated if you start 
the ball rolling.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): A couple with a child 
might visit you today. One or both of these people 
could be connected with you in a business capacity. 
Whatever the connection, Gemini, a lot of interesting 
discussion should take place, and promising plans 

for the future could well be made. Take care not to stay up too 
late, however. Your mind could go a thousand miles an hour 
and you’ll need to unwind so you can sleep!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): A lot of paperwork in-
volving new plans for your business interests could 
need immediate attention. Getting it done properly 
is probably going to require a lot of ingenuity on 
your part, Cancer, but you’ll manage it. Your mind 

is particularly quick, sharp, and focused today, so you’ll be able 
to accomplish a lot in whatever you try. In the evening, attend a 
concert, lecture, or other event in your community.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): A new business opportu-
nity may come your way, Leo. You aren’t likely to 
want to commit to a permanent involvement, but 
you might take it on temporarily simply for the sake 

of the money. Perhaps you want to make some changes in your 
home, such as new furniture or paint. Whatever comes your 
way, you’ll probably put a lot of energy into it and accomplish 
it all. Go for it!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Your physical energy is 
high and your ambition even higher, Virgo. You’re 
likely to want to turn your mind to new projects that 
can advance your socioeconomic status. You could 

spend a lot of time today gathering information and sending it 
out, doing whatever it takes to accomplish your goals. A num-
ber of short journeys in your neighborhood are definitely on the 
agenda. Pace yourself so you don’t get too tired.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Practical abilities that 
you didn’t know you possessed might suddenly ap-
pear today, Libra. You could be working behind the 
scenes on a project of some kind, perhaps involv-
ing earning some extra money or raising funds for a 

worthy cause. Your intuition is operating at a high level, so don’t 
be surprised if you tune in to the thoughts of others. Your imagi-
nation and inspiration are also on target. Make use of them!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  The completion of 
a long-term goal might have you feeling enthusi-
astic, energetic, and happy. You’re also likely to be 
looking to the future, Scorpio, formulating ideas for 

other projects and discussing them with friends. Group activi-
ties could benefit you at this time and put you in touch with new 
people who could possibly become close to you. In the evening, 
go to an exciting movie. A thriller would suit you just fine.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  Career matters 
are at the forefront of your concerns today, Sagit-
tarius. Opportunities for advancement may suddenly 
appear that you weren’t aware of yesterday, and 

you’ll need to make snap decisions and go for what you want 
right away. Don’t be surprised if someone you’d nearly forgotten 
about is of great help today. The presence of people dear to you 
is going to be significant.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Travel that is pos-
sibly related to business could come up for you, 
Capricorn. A friend or colleague may accompany 
you. Expect the unexpected where your career is 

concerned. Unusual developments may open new doors so you 
can pursue different goals. You might want to take a course of 
some kind for pleasure or advancement. Your mind is espe-
cially sharp, so you’re likely to retain whatever you study now.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): If you’ve been think-
ing about trying some new investments or starting 
a new savings plan, this is the day to get started, 
Aquarius. You’re a lot more mentally focused than 

usual. People around you might have ideas that you should 
consider. You might experience some intuitive insights, so go 
with your gut. Don’t let your mind get in the way. Tonight, keep 
a notebook by your bed to record your dreams!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  Partnerships, pos-
sibly business related, are on the agenda, Pisces. 
You might find yourself in discussions dealing with 
such partnerships, as well as contracts and other 

paperwork. You might also set aside time during which you can 
concentrate on a romantic relationship, a new one or current 
one that’s changing and growing. This is a good time to make 
decisions, as your mind is particularly focused now.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Larry Temkin | Aeon

S
ome parents urge their children 
to be the best in everything they 
do. They push them to be the 
best athlete, and the best scholar, 
and the best musician, and so 

on. Other parents urge their children to 
pursue whatever they are best at, whether 
it be athletics, academics or music. Some 
parents push their children to try their 
best. Still others try hard not to push their 
children to be the best, or even to try to be 
their best, because they worry about the 
psychological damage that such messages 
might cause. But most parents love their 
children, and however they raise them, they 
are trying the best they can on their behalf. 
After all, most parents genuinely want what 
is best for their children – they just have 
different conceptions of what that requires.

In seeking what is best for their children, 
most parents are implicitly buying into what 
has been the dominant view of individual 
rationality, at least in the West, since the time 
of the Greeks. On this conception, what it is 
to be rational is to act so as to maximise the 
overall quality of one’s life over the course of 
one’s life – that is, a rational agent chooses 
whatever options will make her life, as a 
whole, go as well as possible. The United 
States Army’s advertising slogan ‘Be All You 
Can Be’ taps into this picture of what it is for 
an individual agent to be rational.

Built into the standard conception 
of rationality are two fundamental 
assumptions. The first is that there is a best 
way for any life to be. The second is a more 
technical assumption – I’ll call it the Axiom 
of Transitivity for Better Than – which holds 
that for any three choices, if the first option 
is better than the second, and the second 
option is better than the third, then the first 
option must be better than the third.

The Axiom of Transitivity for Better 
Than generates a decision procedure for 
identifying the best of any finite set of 
options. Compare them two at a time. If the 
first is better, throw the second out. Then 
compare the third with the first. If the third 
is better, throw the first out. Proceed in 
this way, always choosing the best of each 
set of two alternatives. On this basis, if the 
Axiom of Transitivity for Better Than is true, 
we can determine the best of any finite set 
of n options, on the basis of n-1 pairwise 
comparisons.

Many people have challenged the first 
assumption in one of four ways. Some 
have pointed out that some options might 
be equally good, so there is no single 
best option. Others have suggested that 
some alternatives might be only roughly 
comparable, or on a par. On this view, two 
alternatives could be in the same ballpark, 
say the genius of Einstein or Mozart, or 
a legal career versus an academic career, 
without one being better than the other, 
or their being exactly equally good. Still 
others have suggested that in some rare 
cases two alternatives can be completely 
incomparable. And finally, some have 
noted that among an infinite number of 
possibilities, there might be no best one, 
just as there is no largest number in the 
infinite sequence 1, 2, 3, 4, …

Friends of the standard conception of 
rationality can readily amend their view to 
accommodate such worries. They can say 
that if two alternatives are equally good, 
genuinely incomparable or only roughly 
comparable, then there is no compelling 
reason to choose one rather than the other, 
so we can choose either, rationally. They 
can then add that we are finite beings, 
who usually must select from a finite set of 
options, and for all such cases an agent can 
rationally choose any option as long as there 
is no available option that is better than 
it. So, on this amended view, even if there 
might be no single best option, rationality 
can direct us to never choose a worse option 
over an available better option.

The second fundamental assumption 
has gone unchallenged for most of human 
history. Most philosophers, economists 
and others have assumed that the Axiom of 
Transitivity for Better Than must be true, in 
virtue of the meanings of the words better 
than, or as a matter of logic. Indeed, most 
have assumed that all comparative ‘-er 
than’ relations must be transitive. And most 
are. So, for example, if Ahmed is taller (or 
faster, or heavier) than Ilsa, and Ilsa is taller 
(or faster or heavier) than Quiping, then, 
indeed, Ahmed must be taller (or faster, or 
heavier) than Quiping.

But the second fundamental assumption 

often it does. But there is another possible 
explanation for buyer’s remorse being so 
ubiquitous. It might be that we often face 
a series of options for which the Axiom of 
Transitivity for Better Than fails. In those 
cases, there will be a series of options where 
the first will be better than the second, the 
second better than the third, the third better 
than the fourth, and so on, but the last 
option will be better than the first. 

In that case, we would have an example 
of what the economists call a cycle, and 
a rational agent will have good reason 
to prefer the first option to the second 
(because it is, after all, better), and good 
reason to prefer the third option to the 
second, and so on, but the rational agent 
will also have good reason to prefer the 
first option to the last. In that case, there is 
no best option. Worse, it is guaranteed that 
whatever option one chooses, there will 
have been another available option that 
was better. In that case, it will be natural for 
people to suffer buyer’s remorse, as they will 
come home, compare the purchase they 
made with another one they might have 
made, and decide, correctly, that they chose 
the worse outcome. The problem is that if 
they were confronting a cycle of intransitive 
alternatives, such buyer’s remorse will be 
inevitable.

The classic bait-and-switch works as 
follows. A company advertises one item for a 
very low price. A customer goes to purchase 
the item, which is no longer available 
in the store (perhaps it never was). The 
customer is then offered another, fancier, 
more expensive item to buy. Having gone 
out to buy an item of that sort, he might be 
reluctant to go home empty-handed, and 
could end up going home buying an item 
much fancier, but also much more expensive 
than he originally intended to. Having done 
so, he might feel, and most people would 
agree, that the customer has been cheated 
by an unscrupulous merchandiser.

A variation of the bait-and-switch can 
be almost as effective. A store advertises 
an item – say, a car – at a very good price. 
When the customer arrives, the car might 
be available at the price advertised. But, the 
salesman points out that the car is inferior 
in many ways to another car with a host 
of additional options, that don’t cost too 
much more. The customer might agree that 
the additional options are worth the extra 
price, and decide to buy the fancier car. At 
that point, the customer could be shown 
a third car, which has even more options 
for not too much more than the second 
car. The customer might again agree that 
the additional options are worth the extra 
price, and decide to buy the even fancier 
car. In the end, the customer could drive 
home with a much fancier car than he really 
needed or wanted, and he might feel like 
a fool for having fallen for the salesman’s 
various enticements. Having arrived home, 
with his brand-new car, he might decide 
that he would have been better off with the 
much cheaper, stripped-down model that 
he originally went in to buy. And he might 
be right.

This phenomenon is extremely 
common. When it occurs, the customer 
often feels like he has been stupid and/
or bamboozled. He might explain his 

behaviour in terms of akrasia – weakness 
of the will – he just couldn’t help himself 
when offered all the extra bells and whistles. 
Economists might offer an even more harsh 
assessment. In accordance with the second 
fundamental assumption underlying the 
standard conception of rationality, the 
Axiom of Transitivity for Better Than, such a 
person is clearly irrational, since he prefers 
the second car to the first, and the third to the 
second, even though, as his final judgment 
revealed, he also prefers the first car to the 
third. And virtually everyone agrees that 
salespeople who engage in such activities 
are unscrupulous, taking advantage of 
human weakness and/or irrationality.

Yet, as we have seen, another possibility 
looms. The Axiom of Transitivity for 
Better Than might not be true. The car-
buyer might not have been suffering from 
weakness of the will or irrationality, and 
the salesperson might not have been 
particularly unscrupulous. It could be that 
the second car really was better than the 
first, in terms of all the factors relevant for 
making that comparison, and the third car 
really was better than the second, in terms 
of all the factors relevant for making that 
comparison, and yet the first car was better 
than the third, in terms of all of the factors 
relevant for making that comparison. In 
that case, the salesperson can hardly be 
faulted for pointing out to the customer 
that there was second car, available for 
purchase, that was an even better option 
than the first, and a third that was an even 
better option than the second. And the 
customer, in turn, might have simply been 
responding to good reasons, in deciding, 
correctly, that he would be better off buying 
the second car, rather than the first, and 
the third rather than the second. But, of 
course, if the Axiom of Transitivity for Better 
Than isn’t true, then that could explain why, 
despite all that, the customer could have 
ended up with an outcome that was worse 
than another available outcome he might 
have had instead, namely, purchasing the 
first car.

Return to the parent who wants what 
is best for her child. Perhaps, at some 
point, she might consider urging her child 
to become an elementary-school teacher, 
which is a noble profession, and has many 
advantages. But if the child is talented, 
she might think that the life of a college 
professor would be even better, as it would 
also involve teaching, but perhaps bring 
more intellectual stimulation, better pay 
and greater respect. However, compared 
with the life of a professor, she might 
decide the life of a solicitor would be 
better still. It, too, would have intellectual 
stimulation, and perhaps even greater pay, 
with fewer years of schooling required, 
and much better job prospects. Yet, 
compared with the life of a solicitor, that 
of an investment banker might seem even 
better, with a host of social and economic 
benefits that few solicitors could hope 
to attain. Despite all that, at the end of 
the day, the life of an elementary-school 
teacher might seem better than that of the 
investment banker, involving less stress, 
more time with one’s family, the ability 
to live somewhere other than in a major 
financial centre, and so on.

Faced with such a cycle of choices, 
most would urge that we think carefully, 
and determine which life would actually 
be best. Supposedly, this would be the one 
that involves the best overall combination 
of benefits and burdens. But if I’m right, 
attempts to identify the best possible life 
for one’s child might be doomed to failure. 
Unfortunately, given the complexity of 
the normative world in which we live, it 
could well be the case that, for a given set 
of possible lives, the first is better than the 
second, which in turn is better than the 
third, which in turn is better than the fourth, 
and so on, and yet the first might not be 
better than the last.

This is a puzzling and disturbing 
possibility. It can leave parents at a loss as 
to what to recommend to their child, since 
for any option they might recommend, 
there is another option that would be better. 
Learning to live with that fact, if it is a fact, 
will require a massive rethinking of what it 
is to be a rational agent, and to make good 
choices.

Edited by Nigel Warburton.
Larry Temkin is distinguished professor 

of philosophy at Rutgers University in 
New Jersey. His latest book is Rethinking 

the Good: Moral Ideals and the Nature of 
Practical Reasoning (2012)

about rationality could be deeply mistaken.
How tall Ahmed is – in absolute terms 

– just depends on internal facts about 
Ahmed. And those internal facts don’t 
change depending on whom Ahmed is 
compared with in terms of height. Ahmed 
is tall in comparison with mice, and short 
in comparison with giraffes, but the factors 
we consider in assessing someone’s height, 
and the way we appeal to those factors in 
determining whether one being is taller 
than another, never vary. This is why ‘taller 
than’ is a transitive relation. Since the 
factors that are relevant for comparing 
Ahmed with Ilsa in terms of height are the 
very same as the factors that are relevant 
for comparing Ilsa and Quiping in terms of 
height, and Ahmed with Quiping in terms 
of height, this ensures that if, in terms of 
those unchanging factors, Ahmed is taller 
than Ilsa, and Ilsa taller than Quiping, then 
Ahmed is taller than Quiping.

But ‘better than’ is different. Often the 
factors that are relevant for comparing one 
outcome with another to determine which 
of the two is better vary, depending on what 
alternatives are being compared. Thus, it 
can be that one outcome is better than a 
second, in terms of all the factors that are 
relevant for making that comparison, and 
a second outcome is better than a third in 
terms of all the factors that are relevant for 
making that comparison, and yet the first 
outcome might not be better than the third, 
because the factors that are relevant for 
determining which of those two outcomes 
is better might be different than the factors 
for comparing one or both of the other two 
sets of alternatives.

Here is a real-world example. In the US, 
many favour a policy of affirmative action 
of the following form. They believe that 
some preference should be given for hiring 
African Americans for certain positions 
over whites. The justification of their 
view lies in the peculiar historical relation 
between whites and African Americans 
in the US, including the history of slavery, 
lynching, Jim Crow laws, and so on. Notice, 
on this view, there would not be reason 
to give preference to Mexican Americans 
over whites, nor to African Americans over 
Mexican Americans; since, to put it crudely, 
Mexican Americans were not enslaved 
by whites, nor were African Americans 
enslaved by Mexican Americans.

On this view, there could be three 
candidates: Mr White, Mr Mexican 
American, and Mr African American, such 
that all things considered – that is, taking 
account of all of the factors that were 
relevant for making each comparison – we 
might judge that hiring Mr White was better 
than hiring Mr Mexican American, and that 
hiring Mr Mexican American was better 
than hiring Mr African American, and 
yet that hiring Mr African American was 
nonetheless better than hiring Mr White. 
Here, we have a violation of the Axiom of 
Transitivity of Better Than, and the reason 
for that violation, as given above, is that the 
factors that are relevant for considering the 
desirability of hiring Mr White are, at least 
in part, different depending on whether the 
alternative is hiring Mr Mexican American, 
or Mr African American.

Here is a second example. Like 

many national and international 
health organisations, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) often adopts a 
cost-effectiveness approach in choosing 
between alternative health policies. 
Basically, this involves trying to get as much 
‘bang for their buck’ in spending their scarce 
resources, and this requires making certain 
trade-offs between quality and quantity. 
So, for example, if they could cure a very 
bad disease that affected a relatively small 
number of people, or a slightly less bad 
disease that affected twice as many people, 
they would do the latter. However, this kind 
of trade-off, between quality and quantity 
seems plausible only for some cases. If the 
gap in disease severity were large enough, 
the WHO would no longer worry about the 
less severe disease, no matter how many 
people it afflicted. So, the WHO is not in the 
business of preventing short, mild itches 
or headaches, no matter how many people 
might be afflicted by such maladies.

But this combination of plausible 
views is incompatible with the Axiom of 
Transitivity of Better Than, since there 
could be a spectrum of maladies such that 
the first was very severe, but affected only 
a few thousand people, the second was 
slightly less severe, but affected far more 
people, the third was slightly less severe 
than the second, but affected even more 
people, and so on, until the last merely 
involved very short, mild itches, but they 
affected most of the Earth’s population. 
Using the cost-effectiveness reasoning that 
seems plausible for such comparisons, 
curing the second malady might be judged 
better than curing the first, curing the third 
better than curing the second, curing the 
fourth better than curing the third, and so 
on. Together with the Axiom of Transitivity 
for Better Than, these pairwise judgments 
imply that it would be better to cure the last 
malady than the first. But almost no one 
believes that. Curing the first malady seems 
clearly better than curing the last. Here, the 
factors that seem relevant for comparing 
the maladies that are adjacent to each other 
along the spectrum of maladies – which 
licenses the kind of trade-offs between 
quality and quantity described – are 
different from the factors that seem relevant 
for comparing the maladies at the opposite 
ends of the spectrum, where trade-offs 
between quality and quantity no longer 
seem permissible.

Notice, in this case, there is no best 
option for the WHO to choose. Worse, 
whatever option they choose, there is 
another available option that seems clearly 
better. Asked how they avoid this kind of 
dilemma, one member of the WHO tasked 
with actually making such decisions 
succinctly replied, as I recall: ‘We fudge!’ He 
was acutely aware that the WHO followed 
certain kinds of reasoning for certain 
choices, but that this reasoning inevitably 
led to a conclusion they couldn’t – and 
shouldn’t – accept.

It is striking how often people purchase 
an item, and immediately regret having 
bought that item, rather than an alternative 
item that they might have bought. This 
common reaction is normally thought 
to reflect some kind of psychological 
shortcoming in the agent. And no doubt 

What’s The Best Option?

It seems only logical: if A is better than B, 
and B is better than C, then A is better than 
C. Right? Not necessarily
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Congress President Rahul Gandhi speaks during the second day of the 84th plenary session of the Indian 
National Congress, at the Indira Gandhi stadium in New Delhi on Sunday. 

PTI

Nasreen Kouser (11) injured in the cross-border shelling in Mendhar sector along the line of control, is 
being shifted to Government Medical College hospital in Jammu on Sunday.

Rajnath Singh

Modi not fighting corruption, 
is corruption himself — Rahul 

Five of family killed in Pak shelling in J-K’s Poonch 

BJP slams Sonia, Rahul 
speeches at Cong plenary 
as ‘stale rhetoric’ 

No one can raise question on govt. 
integrity, intention — Rajnath 

Don’t need certificate of patriotism 
from anyone — J-K Gujjars

Three AIIMS doctors enroute to 
Agra killed in accident on Yamuna 

Telangana CM to meet 
Mamata Banerjee March 19

Open to discussing liquor policy, says Kerala government after church’s attack

WTO’s informal two-day mini-
ministerial conclave from Monday

New Delhi, March 18 
(IANS): Congress President 
Rahul Gandhi on Sunday 
said that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi was not 
fighting corruption but was 
“corruption himself” and 
under him, the country is 
controlled by “corrupt and 
powerful”.

“ T h e  n a m e  Mo d i 
symbolises the collusion 
between India’s biggest 
businessmen and the 
Prime Minister,” Gandhi 
said while addressing the 
Congress’s plenary session 
here. 

Referring to the former 
Indian Premier Leagure 
(IPL) chairman Lalit Modi 
and diamond jeweller 
Nirav Modi, who are ac-
cused in different cases of 
fraud, he said that “Modi 
gives Modi Rs 30,000 crores 
of your money and in turn, 
Modi gives Modi money for 
marketing Modi and fight-
ing elections”. 

Hitting out at the gov-
ernment over the Rafale 
fighter jet deal with France, 
Gandhi said: “Modi per-
sonally changed Rafale 
deal and bought 36 aircraft 
for the same price that we 
the Congress negotiated 
for 126.”

“We paid Rs 570 crore 
per plane and Modi paid 
Rs 1,670 crore for the same 
plane. He paid Rs 1,100 
crore more per plane. 

“Forget fighter planes 

you cannot trust such a 
man to buy vegetables. 
Modi is not fighting cor-
ruption as Modi is corrup-
tion,” he said, adding that 
under Modi, the “country 
is being controlled by the 
corrupt and the powerful”.

Gandhi also equated 
the BJP and RSS with the 
“Kauravas” of the Hindu 
epic Mahabarata, saying 
they were designed to “fight 
for power”. 

“Centuries ago, there 
was huge battle on the field 
of Kurukshetra. The Kau-
ravas were powerful and 
arrogant, while the Panda-
vas were humble and they 
fought for the truth

“Like the Kauravas, the 
BJP and the RSS are de-
signed to fight for power, 
but like the Pandavas, the 
Congress is designed to 
fight for truth,” he said. 

Gandhi also said that 
people will accept that 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) is drunk with power 
“because they know what 
it is designed for”.

Taking a potshot at BJP 
President Amit Shah with-
out naming him he said: 
“They (the BJP) will accept 
a person with the murder 
charge as their party Presi-
dent.”

“But in Congress... they 
know that its an organisa-

tion of truth,” he said.
“India accepts the 

truth,” the Congress Presi-
dent added. Gandhi also 
alleged that the “BJP is a 
voice of an organisation” 
while the “Congress is the 
voice of the nation”.

Taking a potshot at the 
Rashtriya Swayamsewak 
Sangh (RSS), the Congres 
leader said: “(Mahatma) 
Gandhi spent 15 years in 
jail and died for the nation. 
But India must never forget 
that while our leader slept 
on the floor in jail, (Vinayak 
Damodar) Savarkar wrote a 
letter to the British begging 
for mercy and clemency,” 
he added.

Jammu, March 18 (PTI): 
Pakistani troops targeted 
border villages in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Poonch dis-
trict with mortar bombs 
today, killing five members 
of a family including three 
minor brothers, officials 
said.

The “unprovoked and 
indiscriminate” shelling 
of civilian areas almost 
three-four kilometres from 
the Line of Control (LoC) 
by the Pakistani troops, 
in violation of a ceasefire 
agreement, lasted nearly 
four hours this morning, 
they said.

Two sisters were criti-
cally injured in the shell-
ing and were airlifted to 
Jammu for treatment.

Jammu and Kashmir 
Chief Minister Mehbooba 
Mufti expressed anguish 
over the loss of lives and 

stressed the need for peace 
if we want to save the peo-
ple of the state .

Army PRO Lt. Col. Dev-
ender Anand said the mor-
tar shelling from across 
the LoC was “unprovoked 
and indiscriminate” and 
lasted from 0745 hours to 
1130 hours. Indian troops 
guarding the border re-
taliated strongly and effec-
tively, he added.

Director General of 
Police S P Vaid in a tweet 
said, “Due to shelling from 
across (LoC) in Balakote 
sector of Poonch, 5 civil-
ians of a family died & 2 
are injured who are being 
shifted to hospital.” 

The civilian casualties 
occurred in forward village 
of Devta Sargloon when a 
shell hit the mud house of 
Choudhary Mohammad 
Ramzan (35), a police of-

ficial said.
The deceased were 

Ramzan, his wife Malika 
bi (32), their sons Abdul 
Rehman (14), Mohammad 
Rizwan (12) and Razaq 
Ramzan (seven). 

Ramzan’s two daugh-
ters -- Nasreen Kouser (11) 
and Mahreen Kouser (five) 
-- were critically injured in 
the incident and were air-
lifted to Jammu for special-
ised treatment, the police 
official said. Anguished to 
hear of 5 (five) people los-
ing their lives in the cross-
fire along the LoC in the 
Balakote sector of Poonch. 
My deepest condolences to 
their family, the chief min-
ister said in a tweet.

Peace is the only way 
forward. Initiatives were 
started by (former Prime 
Minister A B) Vajpayee Ji 
with his Lahore bus jour-

ney & were later carried on 
in the same spirit by PM 
@narendramodi (Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi). 
Sadly they were sabotaged 
at Pathankot. We need to 
get on the right track if we 
want to save the people 
of J&K, she said in anoth-
er tweet, referring to the 
scene of the 2016 terror at-
tack on an Air Force Station 
in Punjab.

The Army PRO said to-
day’s ceasefire violation 
by Pakistan was a serious 
issue of concern as civilian 
localities much deep inside 
Indian territory, almost 
three-four kilometers from 
the LoC, were targeted de-
spite the fact that there was 
no Army deployment or 
any installation or even no 
equipment installed.

Pakistan continues in 
its cowardly design of tar-
geting innocent civilians, 
their homes and livestock 
in villages close to the LoC. 
The deliberate provoca-
tion has resulted in loss of 
five precious and innocent 
civilian lives, the Army PRO 
said. 

Inspector General of 
Police, Jammu, S D S Jamw-
al said the civil adminis-
tration was “alive to the 
situation” and appropri-
ate precautionary actions 
would be taken to ensure 
safety of civilians. 

The firing has stopped 
and the local administra-
tion has reached the area. 
We have rushed bullet 
proof vehicles to the af-
fected villages, he told re-
porters on the sidelines of 
a function here.

New Delhi, March 18 (PTI): The BJP to-
night slammed the speeches of Congress 
president Rahul Gandhi and his predecessor 
Sonia Gandhi at the party’s plenary session 
as “stale rhetoric” which has been “rejected 
repeatedly” by the people.

BJP spokesperson G V L Narasimha Rao 
said the Congress is incapable of mounting 
a political challenge against Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

He said Modi has helped BJP expand 
its reach with “his positive, people centric 
transformational politics”.

“What Congress leaders like Rahul and 
Sonia spoke at the plenary today is the 
same old stale rhetoric which people of the 
country have rejected repeatedly,” he said 
in a statement.

“It seems the Congress does not learn 
lessons and does not adapt itself to the 
emerging political challenges,” he said.

Former Congress president Sonia Gan-
dhi, in her address at the party’s 84th ple-
nary session, launched a scathing attack on 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, saying his 
government was power-drunk and the pre-
poll promises of combating corruption and 
ensuring inclusive development were mere 
“dramebaazi”.

In his brief inaugural address, Rahul 
Gandhi said the country is in a way “fa-
tigued” under the Modi dispensation and 
is looking for a way out. He asserted that his 
party alone can show the path forward.

Lucknow, March 18 (PTI): 
Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh today said 
while there could be a de-
bate on the performance 
of the BJP-led government 
at the Centre, no one could 
raise a question on its in-
tegrity and intention.

After inaugurating a 
number of projects here, 
he said, “There is no need 
to tell anyone as regards 
how our government is 
running the country. There 
can be a debate on whether 
more work has been done 
or less, but no one can raise 
a question on the integrity 
and intention of the gov-
ernment.” 

Singh also added that 
“no one has been able to 
gather the audacity of lev-
elling corruption charges, 

involving even a single 
paisa, against any of our 
ministers”.

Stating that econo-
mists all over the globe 
had started believing that 
India was the fastest grow-
ing economy in the world, 
he said, “At this point of 
time, the GDP growth rate 
is 7.5 per cent. Global ex-
perts have expressed con-
fidence that in the coming 
years, it can touch double 
digits.” 

Stating that the pace of 
laying new railway tracks 
in the country had gone 
up by four times since the 
government took over in 
2014, the home minister 
said, “A target has been set 
to run all the trains using 
electricity by 2022. This 
will save around Rs 11,000 

Mathura, March 18 (PTI): 
Three AIIMS doctors, two 
of them women, died early 
today and four others of 
the same institute were in-
jured in an accident on the 
Yamuna Expressway near 
here, police said.

The seven doctors, 
posted as resident doctors 
in Emergency Medicine 
department of the AIIMS, 
were travelling to Agra from 
Delhi in an SUV to cel-
ebrate birthday of Dr Har-
shad Wankhade, who was 
also killed in the accident.

The SUV rammed into 
a canter around 2.30 AM, 
they said. While three doc-
tors died on the spot, the 
four others were rushed 
to a private hospital here. 

They were then referred to 
the AIIMS trauma centre, 
SP (Rural) Aditya Kumar 
Shukla said.

The speeding SUV 
rammed the canter and 
partially entered into it, he 
said, adding three of them 
succumbed to injuries on 
the accident spot, while 
four injured doctors were 
rushed to a nearby private 
hospital for first aid.

The deceased have 
been identified as Dr Yash-
preet Kathpal (25), who 
hailed from Fazilka in Pun-
jab, Dr Himbala (about 
25), a resident of Harya-
na’s Yamunanagar, and Dr 
Wankhade (35), a native 
of Akola district in Mahar-
ashtra .

Hyderabad, March 18 
(PTI): Telangana Chief 
Minister K Chandrashek-
har Rao, who is rallying 
support for establish-
ment of a non-BJP and 
non-Congress alternative, 
will meet his West Ben-
gal counterpart Mamata 
Banerjee tomorrow in 
Kolkata.

Ra o  h a d  re c e n t l y 
said a non-Congress and 
non-BJP front should be 
formed in the country, as 
he called for a “qualitative 
change” in politics and 
had also announced that 
he was ready to take on the 
mantle of leading a politi-
cal front.

“In the backdrop of Tel-
angana Chief Minister call-

ing for a qualitative change 
in politics, he will meet 
and hold discussions with 
West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee on 
March 19,” sources in the 
Telangana Chief Minister’s 
office (CMO) told PTI last 
night.

Rao would meet Ban-
erjee in Kolkata at around 
4 PM, they said. 

On March 4, Banerjee 
spoke to Rao over phone 
and conveyed her com-
plete support on his state-
ment that he was keen to 
participate in national poli-
tics to bring about “qualita-
tive changes” in govern-
ance.

“Ham aap se ek-mat 
hain. Aap ke saath ra-

henge” (I am in agreement 
with you. I will work with 
you),” Banerjee had told 
Rao.

Alleging that successive 
governments ruled by both 
the Congress and BJP at 
the Centre have miserably 
failed to ensure develop-
ment of the country, Rao 
had earlier said he will talk 
with all like-minded parties 
and leaders for creating an 
agenda for the country’s 
growth.

The Chief Minister’s 
Office had also earlier said 
Rao is chalking out a pro-
gramme to hold series of 
meetings at all India level 
with various organisations, 
associations and individu-
als shortly.

Kozhikode (Kerala), March 18 
(IANS):  Stung by a very strong 
response from the Catholic 
Church to its liquor policy, the 
Kerala government on Sunday 
made it clear that they are open 
to any sort of discussion on it to 
make their stand clear.

Talking to media persons 
here, state Excise Minister 
T.P.Ramakrishnan said that he is 
willing to speak to any person or 
organisations who have doubts 
about the new liquor policy.

“We are going forward on 

the liquor policy that we spelled 
out in our manifesto. We assure 
all that we will not open a single 
new bar, liquor vend or toddy 
shop. All what we did was to fol-
low the Supreme Court’s direc-
tives, which we are bound to do. 

On Saturday, heads of various 
churches attached to the Kerala 
Catholic Bishops Conference 
(KCBC) slammed the Left Demo-
cratic Front government’s liquor 
policy, threatening it would 
work against its candidate in the 
upcoming Chengannur by-poll.

Various Church leaders ac-
cused the Vijayan government 
is operating on sly to open 
new liquor vends, bars and 
toddy shops, riding on court 
verdicts.

In 2016, when the Oommen 
Chandy-led Congress govern-
ment demitted office, there were 
two dozen bars that operated in 
five-star hotels, while around 
700 bars in the three- and four-
star hotels were shut down.

Chandy’s policy envisaged 
prohibition in Kerala by 2023.

In the Vijayan government’s 
tenure so far, under Supreme 
Court directives, there are close 
to 200 outlets, including four-
star hotel bars and wine and 
beer parlours open in the state.

The state government’s offer 
for dialogue came, as along with 
the KCBC, both the Congress 
and the BJP began attacking 
the the Left government ahead 
of the Chengannur assembly 
by-election, winning which is 
a prestige issue for the govern-
ment.

New Delhi , March 18 (IANS): Repre-
sentatives from 50 countries invited 
by India will gather here for a WTO 
mini-ministerial meeting on March 
19-20, an official statement said on 
Sunday.

A Commerce Ministry statement 
said this informal meeting of World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) ministers, 
without a pre-announced agenda, is 
aimed at facilitating an exchange of 
views on various challenges facing 
the multilateral trading system “with 
the hope that it will lead to political 
guidance on some major issues”.

This will be the second WTO 
mini-ministerial meeting being host-
ed by India, after the first in 2009.

Taking note of the collapse of the 
WTO Buenos Aires ministerial talks 
in December last year, it said: “It is 
hoped that the New Delhi meet-
ing will provide an opportunity for 
ministers to explore in greater detail 
the options on different issues for re-
invigorating the WTO.”

The talks at the 11th ministe-
rial conference at Buenos Aires broke 
down as the US reneged on its com-
mitment, along with other countries, 
to find a permanent solution to the 
issue of public food stockholding by 
members of the multilateral trade 
body. 

The US representative to the WTO 

talks declared in a small group meet-
ing that a permanent solution to the 
food stockholding issue was not ac-
ceptable to America.

Under the WTO norms, a mem-
ber-country’s food subsidy bill should 
not breach the limit of 10 per cent of 
the value of production based on the 
reference price of 1986-88.

India has been seeking amend-
ments to this formula, fearing that full 
implementation of its food security 
programme may result in breaching 
of the WTO subsidy limit.

At the Buenos Aires ministerial, 
India continued to press for the re-
duction of farm subsidies by devel-
oped countries and resisted inclusion 
of new issues on the negotiating table 
like e-commerce and investment 
facilitation into the ongoing Doha 
Round of talks that have a develop-
mental agenda in case these dilute 
the commitment to complete the 
existing agenda. 

Protectionism and the crisis in 
the appellate body of the WTO, are 
among other issues likely to be dis-
cussed at the New Delhi meeting. 

“Safeguarding and strengthen-
ing the multilateral trading system 
was never as important as it is today, 
and the WTO is also facing systemic 
challenges, particularly its dispute 
settlement arm,” the statement said. 

Meanwhile, in response to the 
US challenge at the WTO to India’s 
various export promotion schemes, 
the government has said it doesn’t 
count such programmes as export 
subsidies.

“It will be an irresponsible state-
ment because we are interested in 
selling to each other,” Commerce 
Secretary Rita Teaotia told reporters 
here in reference to America’s com-
plaint.

“Wherever we have difference 
in positions, we will resolve them,” 
she said. 

In the wake of US President Don-
ald Trump slapping import tariffs of 
25 per cent on steel and 10 per cent 
on aluminium earlier this week, 
unfolding the prospect of an all-out 
global trade war, industry lobby As-
socham said on Sunday that India 
cannot retaliate in the event of global 
trade war since the country’s trade 
deficit is the result of imports mostly 
of an essential nature. 

“We cannot flex too much of our 
importing muscle, even if our exports 
face consequences of trade war and 
are subjected to tariff barriers.

“So, the best course would be to 
keep engaged with the major trading 
partners, without aligning ourselves 
too much into a single bloc,” it said 
in a statement.

crore.” 
Singh, who is also 

the Lok Sabha MP from 
Lucknow, further said, “A 
Rs 1,910-crore project to 
re-develop the Gomtina-
gar railway station as a 
world-class one has been 
approved. A fund of Rs 
1,800 crore has also been 
sanctioned for the re-de-
velopment of Charbagh 
station.” 

He added that the 
Alamnagar station, on the 
outskirts of Lucknow, was 
declared a satellite station.

The re-development 
of the Gomtinagar and 
Charbagh railway stations 
is being executed by NBCC 
(India) Ltd.

In a statement issued 
here today, the chairman-
cum-managing director 
of the company, Anoop 
Kumar Mittal, said, “The 
re-development work re-
lated to the expansion 
and modernisation of rail-
way stations, beautifica-
tion of railway premises 
and building world-class 
infrastructure is in line 
with the government’s 
thrust to make the rail-
ways the preferred choice 
for travelling.

“We will deploy the 
best of manpower and 
resources to mark these as 
iconic structures of Luc-
know city.”

Jammu, March 18 (PTI): A Gujjar 
body in Jammu and Kashmir to-
day said their community mem-
bers are Indians and they do not 
need a certificate of nationalism 
and patriotism from anyone, 
remarks that come against the 
backdrop of some groups de-
manding their eviction from the 
region.

It said, the meeting, presided 
over by noted Gujjar scholar 
Javaid Rahi, was held to discuss 
the prevailing situation in Jammu 
region in relation to issues of 
tribal Gujjars and Bakerwals.

“Gujjars constitute the sec-
ond largest group in Jammu 
region after Dogras and have 
immensely contributed to the 
overall peace and prosperity 
of the region and the state,” it 
said, adding people of Jammu 
are very kind to Gujjars but 
some “divisive forces” must be 
identified and separated at the 
earliest.

Several groups have been de-
manding eviction of Gujjars and 
Bakerwals, accusing the PDP-led 
government of taking no action 
against them for encroaching to 
change the demography of the 
region.

Referring to the frequent Paki-
stan firing being faced by Gujjars 

living in border areas of Jammu 
region, it said, “Every year dozens 
of Gujjars and their livestock get 
killed near the border, hundreds 
are injured and thousands of 
people migrate every year to safer 
places during the heavy gunfire, 
but in this side of our country, 
we need a certificate of being 
nationalist.

“This is completely disgusting 
and unfortunate,” it said, adding 
during the 1947, 1965 and 1971 
wars, the Gujjars faced the major 
brunt as they were killed in large 
numbers along the Line of Con-
trol and International Border but 
today “we are facing hardship as 
tolerance level towards our com-
munity is going downward day 
by day.” 

It said communal forces in 
the region have wrongly given a 
chance to separatists to react on 
Gujjar affairs in Jammu and “this 
is not in the interest” of the state 
and the country.

Separatists in Kashmir have 
issued statements in recent 
times, threatening agitation if 
the Muslims of Jammu were 
harmed.

The foundation appealed 
leaders and intellectuals of both 
communities to bind them to-
gether.
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Erdogan announces 
takeover of Syria’s Afrin city

Voting underway in 
Russia presidential election

Spy poisoning: UK on high alert 
against Russian cyber-attack threat

Seven militants sentenced to death 
for killing Sufi shrine caretaker

Li Keqiang re-elected as China’s PM

Bodies of 6 victims of Miami bridge collapse recovered

Pak ‘must do more’ against terror groups — US

EU now in critical 
phase — Merkel

Istanbul, March 18 (IANS): Turk-
ish troops and allied Syrian rebels 
have taken Afrin city centre under 
control following two-month’s of 
fighting, Turkish President Recep 

Tayyip Erdogan said on Sunday.
The Free Syrian Army, backed 

by the Turkish army, completely 
took over Afrin’s city centre on 
Sunday, Erdogan said at a ceremo-

ny marking the 103rd anniversary 
of the Gallipoli campaign in Ca-
nakkale in northwestern Turkey, 
Xinhua reported.

“At this moment Turkish flag 

is flapping there, the Free Syrian 
Army flag is flapping,” he said.

Turkey started the campaign 
against the Afrin district in north-
western Syria on January 20, with 
a view to driving out Kurdish 
militants, who are seen by Ankara 
as terrorists.

Erdogan pledged to take all 
the steps needed to make the 
entire region livable, improving 
both its infrastructure and super-
structure.

“We will take all necessary 
steps to bring the people of the re-
gion back to their homes as soon 
as possible,” he added.

Erdogan has repeatedly threat-
ened to move on eastward to take 
over Manbij, a town which is also 
held by Kurdish militia known 
as the People’s Protection Units 
(YPG) but has a US military pres-
ence.

Turkey and the United States, 
with a relationship strained over 
an array of issues including Wash-
ington’s continued arming of the 
YPG, have agreed to resolve their 
differences over Manbij through 
talks.

The presidents of Russia, Tur-
key and Iran are scheduled to 
meet on April 4 in Istanbul, with 
war-torn Syria on top of their 
agenda. 

In the view of Abdullah Agar, 
a security analyst, the Afrin op-
eration has progressed more rap-
idly than expected. “Currently, the 
work to secure the stabilisation is 
continuing,” he said.

Moscow, March 18 (IANS): 
Voting was underway for 
Russia’s presidential elec-
tion on Sunday, in which 
incumbent President 
Vladimir Putin is seeking a 
fourth term in office and is 
widely expected to cement 
his power for the next six 
years.

The polling stations 
will remain open from 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in every 
Russian region in accord-
ance with the 11 different 
time zones, reports Sput-
nik news. 

Voting first began in 
the Far-East regions of 
Kamchatka and Chukotka 
and began in Moscow nine 
hours later. 

Counting will start on 
Sunday night in Kalinin-
grad, Russia’s western-
most region.

Putin, 65, cast his vote 
at a polling station in the 
headquarters of the Rus-
sian Academy of Sciences 
in Moscow’s Lenin Avenue, 
reports Efe news.

Asked about the per-
centage of votes he hopes 
to win, Putin told report-
ers that he would be sat-
isfied with “any that gives 
the right to serve as presi-
dent”.

There are 108.9 million 
eligible voters in Russia 
with 1.87 million others 

living abroad.
A total of 97,000 polling 

stations have been set up 
across Russia and another 
400 in 145 countries. 

However, Russians liv-
ing in Ukraine will not be 
allowed to participate, af-
ter the Ukrainian govern-
ment barred them from 
visiting Moscow’s dip-
lomatic delegations be-
cause it considers Russia 
to be an “aggressor” and 
has dismissed its elec-
tions as “illegal”. Russians 
in Crimea will be able to 
vote on Sunday, which 
coincides with the fourth 
anniversary of the pe-
ninsula’s annexation by 
Moscow.

Chechen Leader Ram-
zan Kadyrov also cast his 
ballot, reports Sputnik 
news. 

The results will be an-
nounced on early Monday 
morning.

Apart from Putin, the 
other seven contenders in 
the fray are: Sergei Baburin 
from the All-People’s Un-
ion party; Communist 
Party candidate Pavel 
Grudinin; Civil Initiative 
party candidate Ksenia 
Sobchak; Communists 
of Russia party chairman 
Maxim Suraykin; Presi-
dential Commissioner 
for Entrepreneurs’ Rights 

Boris Titov; co-founder of 
the Yabloko party Grigory 
Yavlinsky; and head of the 
Liberal Democratic Party 
of Russia Vladimir Zhiri-
novsky.

The voter turnout in 
Moscow in the first two 
hours was 16.55 per cent, 
according to the Central 
Election Commission 
(CEC).

While the turnout in 
most of the country’s east-
ern regions was 30.37 per 
cent by noon (local time).

Meanwhile, the CEC 
has registered 15 DDoS 
(distributed denial-of-
service) attacks on its 
website, coming from 15 
countries.

Pre-election polls 
have placed Putin, the 
country’s longest-serving 
leader since Soviet dic-
tator Joseph Stalin, as a 
clear front-runner, reports 
CNN.

There is no meaning-
ful opposition in the run-
ning, and Putin’s fiercest 
political opponent, Alexei 
Navalny, has been barred 
from competing. Navalny 
has called for a boycott of 
the election. 

A win would mean 
a Putin-led Russia until 
2024, after which he is 
constitutionally obliged to 
stand down.

London, March 18 (PTI): Brit-
ain’s banks, energy and water 
companies are all said to be on 
high alert against the threat of 
a possible Russian cyber-attack 
amid an escalating diplomatic 
row between the two countries 
over the poisoning of a former 
Russian double agent on Brit-
ish soil.

Fears that Moscow could 
target Britain’s critical national 
infrastructure came as Russia’s 
ambassador to the European 
Union (EU) suggested a UK re-
search laboratory could be the 
source of the deadly nerve agent 
used in the attack on Sergei Skri-
pal and his daughter Yulia.

When you have a nerve 
agent or whatever, you check 
it against certain samples that 
you retain in your laboratories. 
And Porton Down, as we now all 
know, is the largest military facil-
ity in the United Kingdom that 
has been dealing with chemi-
cal weapons research. And it’s 
actually only eight miles from 
Salisbury,” Vladimir Chizhov 
told the BBC.

He stressed that Russia had 
nothing to do with the poison-
ing and that it did not stockpile 
the poison. Chizhov’s com-
ments came as a Russian foreign 
ministry spokesperson also tried 
to lay the blame on Britain, say-
ing the UK was one of the most 
likely sources of the nerve agent, 
along with the Czech Republic, 
Slovakia, Sweden or possibly 
the US.

Meanwhile, officers from 
Britain’s Special Branch of intel-

ligence and security services 
are investigating death threats 
against another Russian dis-
sident living in the UK, who has 
received a series of threatening 
emails linking his fate to Skripal.

Valery Morozov, 63, who 
claimed political asylum in the 
UK after blowing the whistle on 
Kremlin corruption, received a 
series of emails last week, warn-
ing: They came for Sergei, they 
will come for you.  According 
to The Sunday Times’, Morozov 
received threats from an anony-
mous encrypted email address 
and immediately reported them 
to Surrey police. When he did 
not reply, Morozov received a 
second email, warning: Do you 
not care what will happen to 
you? Waiting for your confirma-
tion. 

Scotland Yard has issued a 
renewed appeal for informa-
tion from anyone who may 
have seen a burgundy red BMW 
owned by 66-year-old Skripal, 
the former Russian spy who was 
found unconscious on March 
4 in Salisbury along with his 
daughter, Yulia. The pair remain 
critical but stable in hospital.

British Prime Minister 
Theresa May informed Parlia-
ment earlier this week that the 
poison has been identified as 
being part of a group of military-
grade nerve agents known as 
Novichok developed by the 
former Soviet Union.

Soon after she announced 
the expulsion of 23 Russian 
diplomats identified as unde-
clared intelligence officers , 

the Kremlin expelled the same 
number based in Russia and 
also announced the closure of 
the British Consulate-General 
in St Petersburg as well as the 
British Council in Moscow.

Today, the UK government 
said that independent investi-
gators from the Organisation 
for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons (OPCW) will arrive 
in Britain tomorrow to kick off 
their investigation into the nerve 
agent used in the attempted as-
sassinations of the Skripals.

The team from The Hague 
will meet with officials from the 
Defence Science and Technol-
ogy Laboratory in Porton Down 
and the police to discuss the 
process for collecting samples, 
including environmental ones.

The Foreign Secretary (Boris 
Johnson) revealed this morn-
ing that we have information 
indicating that within the last 
decade, Russia has investigated 
ways of delivering nerve agents 
likely for assassination.

“And part of this programme 
has involved producing and 
stockpiling quantities of Novi-
chok. This is a violation of the 
Chemical Weapons Convention, 
a Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office (FCO) statement said.

The results of the OPCW in-
vestigation are expected to take 
a minimum of two weeks. 

Meanwhile, Johnson is set to 
meet his EU counterparts and 
NATO Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg for talks in Brussels 
tomorrow to deliberate on joint 
action against Russia.

Dhaka March 18 (PTI): Seven militants, 
including neo-JMB terror group’s regional 
chief, were sentenced to death today in 
Bangladesh for killing a Sufi shrine care-
taker in 2015, according to a media report.

The militants hacked Rahmat Ali, the 
caretaker of a shrine, and slit his throat on 
November 10, 2015, Daily Star reported.

Police filed charges against 15 people 
in the case. The court indicted the sus-
pects on August 16 last year.

A court in Rangpur has sentenced 
seven militants, including neo-JMB re-
gional commander Masud Rana, to death 
for the murder.

But neo-JMB leader Jahangir Alam 
and five others have been acquitted, the 

report said.
The verdict was announced by Rang-

pur Special Judge Naresh Chandra Sarkar.
The JMB has been held responsible for 

a wave of extremist attacks on religious 
minorities and bloggers in the past five 
years.

In July 2016, JMB militants stormed a 
Dhaka cafe and massacred 22 hostages, 
including an Indian.

Bangladesh has been waging a cam-
paign against JMB and other homegrown 
militant outfits after the attacks.

Hundreds of militants were also ar-
rested as part of a crackdown. Many of 
them have already been sentenced to 
death for the attacks.

Beijing, March 18 (IANS): 
Chinese Prime Minister Li 
Keqiang on Sunday was re-
elected for his second five-
year term at the ongoing 
parliament session.

Li is the second ranking 
leader in China after Presi-
dent Xi Jinping who has 
emerged as the most power-
ful leader after Mao Zedong.

Li was nominated for 
the premiership by Xi.

Li, who became premier 

in 2013, heads the State 
Council, China’s Cabinet.

The annual meeting of 
the National People’s Con-
gress -- China’s ceremonial 
parliament - is on during 
which a major reshuffle in 
the government was an-
nounced.

Besides Li, Xu Qiliang 
and Zhang Youxia were 
elected as the Vice Chair-
men of the Central Military 
Commission headed by Xi. 

The body controls the Chi-
nese Army.

Yang Xiaodu was ap-
pointed as the chief of new 
and super powerful anti-
graft body, the National Su-
pervisory Commission.

The body was set up by 
merging the Communist 
Party’s Central Commission 
for Discipline Inspection 
(CCDI) and various other 
government anti-corrup-
tion units. Until last year, 

CCDI was headed by Wang 
Qishan, trusted aide of Xi.

Wang arguably became 
the most feared man in 
China due to the massive 
crackdown by the agency. 

Over 1.5 million includ-
ing top politicians and gen-
erals have been punished 
in the drive launched by 
Xi in 2013.  On Saturday, 
Wang was appointed the 
Vice President while Xi was 
re-elected President.

Miami, March 18 (IANS): The re-
mains of the six victims who were 
killed when a pedestrian bridge near 
the Florida International University 
here collapsed last week, have been 
recovered from the rubble, according 
to authorities.

The news was confirmed by the 
Miami-Dade police on Saturday night, 
reports CNN.

The bodies of Rolando Fraga Her-
nandez; Oswald Gonzalez, 57; and 
Alberto Arias, 53, were pulled from 

the rubble on Saturday, while Navarro 
Brown was taken to a hospital earlier 
on Saturday where he succumbed to 
his injuries.

The family of FIU student Alexa 
Duran, 18, has said that she was killed 
in the collapse, the but police have not 
named her as being among the dead.

The sixth victim has not been iden-
tified yet.

Miami-Dade County Police Direc-
tor Juan Perez said authorities do not 
expect to find additional victims but 

will go through the rubble once more 
as a precaution. A total of 950 tonnes 
of rubble were moved in the search 
for the victims since the accident took 
place on March 15.

Miami-Dade County Deputy May-
or Maurice Kemp warned on Saturday 
that the final death toll will not be 
known until all the vehicles were re-
moved, CNN reported.

Six cars have been recovered and at 
least two more vehicles remain in the 
rubble, the police said. 

Washington, March 18 (PTI): The 
US has told Pakistan that it “must 
do more” against Taliban and oth-
er terror groups operating in the 
country, warning that the Trump 
administration is ready to take 
unilateral measures if Islamabad 
failed to stop cross-border attacks 
from its soil.

The warning, given at a news 
briefing yesterday, followed the 
meeting between US Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence and Pakistan’s 
Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan 
Abbasi, Pakistani daily Dawn re-
ported.

Abbasi, who was on a personal 
trip to see his ailing sister in the 
US, met Pence at the US Naval 
Observatory, the vice president’s 
official residence. The meeting 
was held yesterday at the request 
of Abbasi.

The White House in a state-
ment about the meeting said, 
“Vice President Pence reiterated 
President Trump’s request that the 
Government of Pakistan must do 
more to address the continued 
presence of the Taliban, Haqqa-
ni Network, and other terrorist 

groups operating in their country.” 
“The Vice President stated that 

US efforts to eliminate terrorist 
groups who threaten US security 
and the stability of the region will 
continue and noted that Pakistan 
could and should work closer with 
the US,” the White House said.

During the 30-minute meeting, 
Pence emphasised the need for 
immediate action from Pakistan to 
stop cross-border attacks.

The Dawn reported that hours 
after Pence-Abbasi meeting, sen-
ior Trump administration officials 
held a special briefing for Wash-
ington-based journalists to convey 
their dissatisfaction with Pakistan’s 
Afghanistan policy.

“Six months after the an-
nouncement of the South Asia 
Policy, Pakistan is yet to take the 
kind of decisive actions that the 
US is seeking, one of the officials 
was quoted as saying by the Dawn.

“We are continuing to look for 
real actions and not word on the 
Taliban and the Haqqani sanctuar-
ies, the official added.

The official demanded coop-
erative action against terrorists 

from Pakistan but warned that the 
US was prepared to take its own 
measures to protect its personnel 
in Afghanistan if Islamabad did not 
take action, the daily said.

The official said that President 
Donald Trump was constantly 
monitoring progress on the South 
Asia policy and wanted Pakistan to 
do more than “the bare minimum” 
it’s doing now.

In his new South Asia Policy 
unveiled in August, Trump had 
called for tougher measure against 
Pakistan if it did not cooperates the 
US in its fight against terrorism.

In his first tweet of the new 
year, Trump had accused Pakistan 
of basing its relationship with 
the US on “nothing but lies and 
deceit”.

Days after his tweet, the US 
suspended over USD 1.15 billion 
in security aid and the delivery of 
military equipment to Pakistan 
for failing to clamp down on the 
Afghan Taliban and the Haqqani 
Network terror groups. 

Afghan President Ashraf Ghani 
last month proposed peace talks 
with the Taliban.

Berlin, March 18 (IANS): German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel has said 
the European Union (EU) is now in a 
critical phase and Germany wanted 
to address major European issues 
quickly together with France.

In a video podcast released on 
Saturday, Merkel said in a meeting 
next week, a discussion would be 
held on the idea of EU’s future re-
lations with Britain after the latter 
quits the bloc, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

“Of course, Britain has to say 
what it wants,” said the Chancellor, 
“This also means that we continue 
to work closely together in the sci-
entific field.”

According to Merkel, together 
with the French President Em-
manuel Macron, Germany wanted 
to tackle issues easier to solve at 
European level than at national 
level, including issues of economic 
strength, long-term stabilisation of 
the Euro and protection of the EU 
external borders as well as fighting 
the causes of flight.

“I hope that we can achieve re-
sults quickly,” said Merkel. “France 
and Germany will work together 
very closely.”

“The European Union is in a 
critical phase,” said Merkel, refer-
ring to Brexit and the international 
situation that commits the EU to 
action. In her first trip abroad after 
being re-elected as German Chan-
cellor for the fourth term, Merkel on 
Friday visited Paris to hold talks with 
Macron on EU issues. 

It is widely expected that the 
German-French Initiative in Euro-
pean Integration would be revived.

AP/PTI

Turkey-backed Free Syrian Army soldiers celebrate around a statue of Kawa, a mythology figure in Kurdish culture as they prepare to 
destroy it in city center of Afrin, northwestern Syria, early Sunday, March 18, 2018. Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said Sunday 
that allied Syrian forces have taken “total” control of the town center of Afrin, the target of a nearly two-month-old Turkish offensive 
against a Syrian Kurdish militia, which said fighting was still underway. Erdogan said the Turkish flag and the flag of the Syrian opposi-
tion fighters have been raised in the town, previously controlled by the Kurdish militia known as the People’s Defense Units, or YPG.

AP/PTI

Russian Presidential candidate Ksenia Sobchak casts her ballot for the Russian presidential election, in 
Moscow, Russia, Sunday, March 18, 2018. Russians are voting in a presidential election in which Vladimir 
Putin is seeking a fourth term in the Kremlin.  
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Kangana on nationalism Weinstein would prefer it if 
I were dead — McGowan

Demi Lovato shares sobriety story with fans

Backstreet Boys want 
to open restaurant

I won’t grow if India does not grow

I’m single, not lonely, says Kylie

A
ctor Kangana Ranaut 
today said that she is 
a nationalist and felt 
that her own progress 
as an individual is 

linked to the country’s growth.
The “Simran” actor said she 

does not believe in religion and 
has come to the conclusion that 
her only identity is that she is an 
Indian.

“As a youth, I want to see 
growth in my life. I have come to 
this conclusion that if India does 
not grow then I won’t grow. I am 
an Indian and born an Indian. I 
have no other identity,” Kangana 
said.

Kangana was speaking at 

a session at the News18 Rising 
India Summit.

“I said in some interview that 
I am a nationalist. People said 
‘oh you are that type of a person’. 
I was like ‘what do you mean by 
that kind?’ I personally feel that 
there is a confusion between 
these words.

“Before all of this, I hadn’t 
even heard of the term national-
ism. The good thing is that at 
least the word has got out. That 
there is a word like nationalism. 
You can have a choice whether 
you want to believe in it or not,” 
Kangana said.

The actor confessed that 
she is a “fan” of Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi and said that 
woman in the country need to 
have right role models.

“I am a big Modi fan because 
of his success story. As a young 
woman I do believe that we need 
to have right role models. I mean 
the graph and the ambition of 
an ordinary man and whenever 
we have a PM who is a chaiwala, 
then I always say that it is not his 
victory but it is the victory of our 
democracy. I feel he is the right 
role model,” he said.

Kangana also weighed on 
about the controversy sur-
rounding the Pakistani artists 
working in India, and said 
artistic world is different from 
physical world.

“Artistic realm is different 
from physical realm. When 
you are talking about physical 
boundaries and you are talking 
about borders, why be esoteric. 
You should know about a place 
where people are losing lives.

“At the time of ban on 
Pakistani artists, the country is 
vulnerable where people are 
struggling and trying to cope 
with emotions. The common 
sentiment is ‘Humko kya Lena 
dena, hum toh artist hai’. This 
is not going to work. Above eve-
rything, you are Indians as well, 
and when you are talking about 
boundaries, you can’t go into 

esoteric world and say ‘I am an 
artist’,” Kangana said.

She also wondered why peo-
ple have a problem with stand-
ing up for national anthem and 
cited the example of Americans.

“The Americans stand for 
their national anthem. Why do 
feel ashamed of standing? If you 
want to learn something from 
Americans, then learn good 
things from them,” she said.

Asked if a person does not 
agree with her opinion, Kangana 
said, “I don’t mind. But I am go-
ing to stand for my national an-
them.Whenever there is some-
thing for my country, then I am 
going to side with my country, 
my soldiers, my army and I am a 
cool youngster if 21st century.” 

She was also critical of the 
people who whine about lack of 
infrastructure and cleanliness in 
the country and said they should 
take an initiative to clean the 
country. 

“I meet people and it has 
become a cool thing to say bad 
things about your country...I 
hear the youths always com-
plaining and whining that ‘the 
country does not have infra-
structure and it is so dirty’... 
This attitude is not okay. If the 
country is dirty, then are you the 
guests? Why don’t you clean it.” 

PTI

A
ctress Rose 
McGowan, 
who alleged 
that Holly-
wood produc-

er Harvey Weinstein had 
raped her, says she is 
sure that the “socio-
path” would prefer if 
she was dead.

“I’m sure he 
would prefer it if I 
were dead. He’s a 
sociopath. I am not 
afraid - but I should 
be. The people I 
find worse than him 
are his lawyers. The 
way they are acting 
has been disgusting,” 
the actress told mirror.
co.uk.

“The people around 
him, that have  supported 
him in his attempt to 
dominate and abuse 
women, are monsters, 
just as much as he is.

“There is no reha-
bilitation for that 

type of soul. They just 
need to fall off the planet. 
He doesn’t believe he has 
done anything wrong.”

In October last 
year, the 

“Charmed” star claimed 
Weinstein had stripped 
off her clothes, forced her 
into a Jacuzzi and sexu-
ally assaulted her.

McGowan said she 
will be taking further ac-
tion against the disgraced 
producer whom she 
believes has employed 
an Israeli spy  company to 
intimidate her.

“What they did by 
hiring a spy company 
to come after me, it was 
incredibly violating,” she 
said.

“It was violation on 
top of violation. I believe 
they hacked my com-
puter, released photos 
-- they have done every-
thing they can to ruin my 

life.”
IANS

S
inger Demi Lovato 
opened up about her 
battle with substance 
abuse during a con-
cert in Brooklyn as she 

celebrated six years of sobriety.
The 25-year-old singer cel-

ebrated six years of sobriety af-
ter entering rehab for an addic-
tion to alcohol and an eating 
disorder, and during her show 
in Brooklyn on Friday, she took 
a moment to thank her fans 
for helping to “save (her) life”, 
as well as encouraging other 
people in her situation to seek 
help, reports femalefirst.co.uk.

She said on stage: “Yester-

day, six years ago, I was drink-
ing vodka out of a Sprite bottle 
at 9 in the morning, throw-
ing up in the car. And I just 
remember thinking, ‘This is no 
longer cute. This is no longer 
fun. And I’m just like my dad.’ 
So I took a look at my life and I 
said, ‘Something has to change, 
I’ve got to get sober’ - so I did.”

“I made changes in my 
life, and the reason I became 
so open about my story is 
because I know that there are 
people here tonight that need 
to ask for help, and I want you 
to know that that’s okay. Mental 
health is something that we 

all need to talk about, and we 
need to take the stigma away 
from it. 

“So let’s raise the aware-
ness, let’s let everybody know 
it’s okay to have a mental ill-
ness, it’s okay to have an addic-
tion problem. I’m bipolar - like, 
whatever! I take care of myself. 
And I can never say ‘Thank 
you’ enough to you guys for 
the support that you’ve given 
me over the years, and you’ve 
forgiven me for my mistakes. 
Thank you for being a part of 
saving my life, I love you guys,” 
she added.

IANS

V
ocal group 
Backstreet 
Boys are ready 
to foray into 
the restaurant 

business.
BSB Entertainment 

Inc., a company with the 
group’s members A.J. 
McLean, Howie D, Brian 
Littrell and Nick Carter 
listed as directors, filed 
documents, which were 
obtained by tmz.com, on 
February 9 to trademark 
“Backstreet Barbecue” for 
use in a new restaurant. 

Carter tweeted on Sat-
urday: “When you have 

two boys from Kentucky 
and three from Florida, 
I promise you that it’s 
gonna be finger licking 
good.” The news comes 
on the heels of Carter 
telling a food blog they 
are looking for a partner 
in Mexico to start making 
their own tequila . 

The American band, 
which also includes Kevin 
Richardson, was formed 
in 1993 and has since 
delivered hit numbers 
like “I want it that way”, 
“Incomplete” and “Quit 
playing games”.

IANS

Singer Kylie Minogue, who split from fiance and British actor 
Joshua Sasse last year, says she is still single but doesn’t feel lonely. 
“I’m not sitting at home crying. I’m single but not lonely. I never 
thought I would get married. Then I did a swerve,” Minogue 
said in an interview with a publication, reports dailymail.co.uk. 
The 49-year-old said that following the split she wrote songs 
that helped her heal from her relationship but didn’t feature the 
majority of them on her album. “It was too much and they weren’t 
very good songs. I don’t mind that because it’s out of my system. 
Once it was done, things got easier. I don’t want an album full of 
songs about my last relationship. I just don’t,” she said. (IANS)
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S
inger-turned-
fashion designer 
Victoria Beckham 
is set to launch a 
new skincare line 

following the success of her 
make-up collection with a 
beauty brand in 2016.

The 43-year-old fashion 
designer recently announced 
via a Facebook Live video 
that she is expanding her 
beauty and fashion empire 
by moving into the world of 
skincare and said she is tak-
ing the process of designing 
the range very seriously to 
learn how her future prod-
ucts can be beneficial to her 
customers, reports female-
first.co.uk.

She said: “I am currently 
in the process of creating 
my own colour, my own line 
of skin-care creams, and a 
perfume.”

“It’s going to be very sci-
entific. I’m working with the 
best. I really want to learn. I 
want to educate myself and 
learn as much as I can. As a 
woman, I want to make the 
things that I need in my life, 
the things that are missing,” 
she added.

Victoria partnered with 
global beauty company Es-
tee Lauder in 2016 to create 
a capsule make-up collec-
tion inspired by the products 
she would want in her own 
make-up bag, which was an 
instant sell-out with her fans.

IANS

Victoria Beckham 
announces new 
‘scientific’ 
skincare range

National People’s Party
Nagaland State Election Symbol

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The National People’s Party (NPP) Nagaland State Unit gives all glory and honour to 

our Almighty God for His abundant love and grace. 
The NPP Nagaland State Unit takes great pride in congratulating our National President, 

Shri. Conrad K. Sangma, who has been elected as the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Meghalaya 
after a thumping victory in the recently concluded Meghalaya Assembly Elections. The NPP 
Nagaland State Unit also extends its best wishes and congratulates all the successful candidates 
of NPP in Nagaland and Meghalaya who have brought about a glorious revolution in State 
Politics. 

The NPP’s electoral venture into Nagaland as its fourth State after Meghalaya, Manipur 
and Rajasthan has ensured its dominance in the North East region as a National Recognised 
Party. Being the fourth State, we are proud as well as privileged to take credit for making NPP 
Party an official Recognised National Party, which is indeed a trendsetter for future politics in 
the State. We would like to earnestly thank all the Office Bearers, Party Supporters, Voters 
and Well-wishers for making the Nagaland Assembly Elections 2018 a great success. We 
acknowledge the marginal success vis-à-vis number of MLA’s elected, but for a Party making a 
debut within a short span of two months against well established Political Parties, is itself a huge 
achievement and a wonderful beginning. 

 We heartily congratulate our two MLA’s (Elect) – Shri. Imnatiba (22A/C Arkakong) 
and Shri L. Khumo Khiamniungan (57A/C Thonoknyu) - for their victory despite all odds. 
We wish them great success in their endeavour while working for their constituency as well as in 
dealing with the State affairs as part of the People’s Democratic Alliance Government. Though 
the other candidates fell short of winning their seats, we acknowledge their commitment for the 
people, their sense of unity, enthusiastic role and die-hard support in making NPP shine despite 
all the challenges that we had to face during the entire electioneering process.

 The NPP’s victory is for the people of the State. Our success, though marginal in Nagaland, 
is nevertheless, an epoch making breakthrough and has indeed, left a lasting impression in the 
hearts and minds of the masses. We remain committed to the people of Nagaland in word and 
in spirit and to that end, strive to make NPP a household name in the days to come. May God 
Bless Nagaland.

NPP NAGALAND STATE
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Water may exist in Earth’s lower 
mantle, shows diamonds study

Google Maps introduces 
‘wheelchair accessible’ routes

NASA mulls building huge 
spacecraft to blow up asteroid

New mobile application can reduce stroke risk

Apple’s ‘Families’ to help 
curb kids’ screen addiction

New AI tech finds over 6K new craters on Moon Modern humans mated with ancient hominins twice — Study

Humans flourished through super volcanic 
eruption 74,000 years ago — Study

Washington, March 18 
(IANS): Water may be 
more common than ex-
pected at extreme depths 
approaching 640 kilome-
tres and possibly beyond 
-- within Earth’s lower 
mantle, says a study that 
explored microscopic 
pockets of a trapped form 
of crystallised water mol-
ecules in a sampling of 
diamonds from around 
the world.

For the study, pub-
lished in the journal Sci-
ence, diamond samples 
from locations in Africa 
and China were studied 
through a variety of tech-
niques, including the use 

of infrared light at the US 
Department of Energy’s 
Lawrence Berkeley Na-
tional Laboratory.

The tiny traces of crys-
tallized water, trapped in 
spaces called inclusions 
that measure just a few 
microns (millionths of a 
meter) in length, contain 
the molecular signature 
of ice VII. 

This crytallised water 
likely formed from liquid 
water existing at very high 
pressures, according to the 
study.

The structure and 
chemical studies helped 
the scientists to determine 
the pressures and tem-

peratures at which the 
diamonds formed. 

This allowed the re-
searchers to estimate the 
depths of their formation.

“It seems many dia-
monds come from greater 
depths,” said the study’s 
l e a d  a u t h o r   O l i v e r 
Tschauner, Professor at 
the University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas.

The researchers found 
it surprising that so many 
of the studied diamonds 
from a random sampling 
seemed to originate from 
deep inside the Earth, 
within and even beyond 
the so-called transition 
zone sandwiched between 

Earth’s upper and lower 
mantles.

While only about 60 
diamonds had previously 
been confirmed to origi-
nate at depths greater than 
about 306 kms, the latest 
study added several more 
to this tally.

Researchers concluded 
that some of the inclusions 
likely were formed from 
fluid existing at depths 
of 402 kms to 547 kms 
beneath Earth’s surface. 
Others may have formed 
at depths ranging from 610 
kms to 800 kms -- possibly 
within Earth’s “shallow” 
lower mantle.

“It’s not just a curiosity 

to have a diamond resid-
ing deep in Earth’s mantle 
- this is direct evidence for 
aqueous fluid in the deep 
Earth,” Tschauner said.

The pressures that 
formed these deeper 
diamonds are estimated 
at approximately 24 to 
25 gigapascals, which is 
about 224 times more 
pressure than exists at the 
bottom the ocean’s deep-
est point in its Mariana 
Trench.

The composition of 
the fluid that was trapped 
in the inclusions appears 
to be complex, with traces 
of carbonates, oxides, and 
salt, Tschauner said.

San Francisco, March 16 
(IANS): To make public 
transit work for the dif-
ferently abled, Google on 
Friday introduced “wheel-
chair accessible” routes in 
Maps at major metropoli-
tan transit centres around 
the world.

The feature is rolling 
out in London, New York, 
Tokyo, Mexico City, Boston 
and Sydney.

In city centres, buses 
and trains, often the best 

way to get around presents 
a challenge for people who 
use wheelchairs or with 
other mobility needs.

“We’re looking for-
ward to working with ad-
ditional transit agencies 
in the coming months to 
bring more wheelchair ac-
cessible routes to Google 
Maps,”  Rio Akasaka, 
Product Manager, Google 
Maps, said in a blog post 
on Friday.

To access the “wheel-

London, March 16 (IANS): 
Preparing itself to deal 
with a potential asteroid 
impact, NASA has drawn 
up plans to build a huge 
nuclear spacecraft that 
is capable of shunting 
or blowing up danger-
ous space rocks and safe-
guarding life on Earth.

The spacecraft named 
Hammer (Hypervelocity 
Asteroid Mitigation Mis-
sion for Emergency Re-
sponse) is an eight tonne 
spaceship which could 
deflect a giant space rock, 
if it happens to hit Earth, 
The Telegraph reported 
late Thursday.

The 1,600-foot-wide 
asteroid Bennu is circling 
the sun at 63,000 mph. It 
is now at a comfortable 54 
million miles from Earth.

While NASA’s Osiris-
Rex mission is en route to 
Bennu to take samples, 
in a new paper detailed 
in the journal Acta Astro-
nautica, experts calculat-
ed the time and payload 
it would take to move or 
destroy asteroid Bennu, 
that is been monitored 
since its discovery in 1999.

Although there is little 
risk it could hit the Earth, 
it is still considered as an 

NEO, or Near Earth Ob-
ject, which would hit the 
planet with 1,450 mega-
tons of TNT, the report 
said.

Bennu’s impact would 
release “three times more 
energy than all nucle-
ar weapons detonated 
throughout history”, said 
Dante Lauretta, profes-
sor at the University of 
Arizona. 

“The impact would re-
lease energy equivalent to 
1,450 megatons of TNT,” 
Lauretta said.

However the study 
showed that Earth would 
need years of warning to 
be able to put a deterrent 
plan in action.

The experts calculate 
that 7.4 years would be 
needed from building 
Hammer, to the craft hit-
ting the asteroid.

Earth is hit by aster-
oids with surprising regu-
larity but most are too 
small to do much damage 
or fall in unpopulated 
areas. 

NASA’s Centre for 
Near-Earth Object Stud-
ies now lists 73 asteroids 
which have a one in 1,600 
chance of hitting the 
Earth, the Telegraph said.

London, March 17 (IANS): 
Researchers have devel-
oped a new mobile ap-
plication that can detect 
atrial fibrillation, a leading 
cause of stroke, and can 
timely prevent heart-relat-
ed complications.

Atrial fibrillation is an 
irregular and often rapid 
heart rate that can in-
crease the risk of 
stroke, heart failure 
and other heart-
related compli-
cations. 

T i m e l y 
d e t e c t i o n 
of atrial fi-
br i l lat ion 
is  cr ucial 
for effective 
stroke pre-
vention.

“This is the 
first time that 
ordinar y  con-
sumer electronics have 
achieved such reliable 
results that they can be 
actually beneficial for the 
patient’s medical care,” 
said co-author Juhani Ai-
raksinen, Professor of Car-
diology from Turku Uni-
versity Hospital in Finland.

“The results are re-
markable as intermittent 
atrial fibrillation is not al-
ways detected even at the 
doctor’s office,” Airaksinen 
added.

Detecting atrial fibrilla-
tion has been a worldwide 
medical c h a l -

l e n g e 
for years, but affordable 

solutions available for all 
have been lacking, the 
researcher added.

For the study, pub-
lished in the journal Circu-
lation, researchers studied 
300 patients with heart 
problems, half of whom 
had atrial fibrillation. 

The researchers man-
aged to identify the pa-
tients with atrial fibrilla-
tion from the other group 
with a smartphone.

The application devel-
oped at the Department 
of Future Technologies of 
the University of Turku can 
detect patients with atrial 

fibrillation to upto 96 
per cent accuracy, 

the researchers 
said.

“The re-
sults are also 
significant 
in that the 
group in-
cluded dif-
ferent kinds 
of patients, 

s o m e  o f 
w h o m  h a d 

heart failure, coronary 
disease, and ventricular 
extrasystole at the same 
time,” said Tero Koivisto 
from the Department of 
Future Technologies.

The application has 
been under development 
for quite some time -- it 
took seven years of careful 
research to achieve it, the 
researcher said.

San Francisco, March 16 
(IANS): To help parents 
control their children’s 
screen addiction touted as 
a “growing public health 
crisis”, Apple has intro-
duced a new page called 
“Families” on its website.

The page has features 
like “Ask To Buy” tool that 
lets parents approve or 
decline app purchases 
from their device.

“Find My Friends” 
feature lets parents keep 
track of their kids’ loca-

tions, get alerts when 
they leave or arrive some-
where, and see distances 
and travel times to where 
they are.

Another app manage-
ment feature lets users 
automatically block in-
app purchases. It has the 
option to limit adult con-
tent on kids’ devices and 
restricts browsing to only 
pre-approved websites.

“We’ve also made it 
easy for parents to set 
privacy controls on their 

Toronto, March 17 (IANS): A new artifi-
cial intelligence (AI)-based lunar map-
ping technology has accurately mapped 
over 6,000 new craters on Earth’s moon 
in just hours, the media reported.

The moon is dotted with a vast num-
ber of craters, some billions of years old. 

Using the new lunar mapping tech-
nique, the technology successfully 
counted new pockmarks on the moon -- 
some 6,000 of them -- through available 
datasets from previous lunar observa-
tion information, Tech Times reported.

“Basically, we need to manually 
look at an image, locate and count the 
craters and then calculate how large 
they are based on the size of the image,” 
Mohamad Ali-Dib, from the Centre 
for Planetary Sciences at University 
of Toronto Scarborough, Canada, was 
quoted as saying.

For the study, published in the jour-
nal Icarus, the team first trained the 
convolutional neural network on a da-

taset covering two-thirds of the moon. 
They then tested the neural network on 
the remaining third of the moon. 

The results yield 92 per cent of cra-
ters from human-generated test sets 
and almost twice of the total number of 
crater detections.

They were able to spot about 6,000 
previously unidentified craters on the 
moon’s surface.

Out of the new craters discovered, 
15 per cent are smaller in diameter than 
the minimum crater size in the ground-
truth dataset. 

The errors compared to the human-
generated datasets are only 11 per cent 
or less, making the deep-learning tool 
useful in automatically extracting crater 
information on various solar system 
bodies.

The same network also successfully 
detected craters on Mercury, which has 
a completely distinct surface compared 
to the moon, the report said.

B e n g a l u r u , Ma rc h  1 7 
(IANS): Pentavalent vaccine 
(PV), that was introduced 
by India a little over six years 
ago, doubled the deaths 
of children soon after vac-
cination compared to the 
DPT (Diphtheria-Pertussis-
Tetanus) vaccine, according 
to a new study that calls for 
a “rigorous review of the 
deaths following vaccination 
with PV”.

Government records 
show that there were 10,612 
deaths following vaccination 
(both PV and DPT) in the last 
10 years. There was a huge 
increase in these numbers 
in 2017, which the Health 
Ministry has promised to 
study. “The present analysis 
could be a starting point in 
the quest to reduce the num-
bers of such deaths,” authors 
of the new study say. 

The study by Dr Jacob 
Puliyel, Head of Pediatrics 
at St Stephens Hospital, and 
Dr V. Sreenivas, Professor of 
Biostatistics at the All-India 

Institute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS), both in New Delhi, 
is published in the peer-
reviewed Medical Journal of 
Dr D.Y. Patil University.

PV is a combination of 
the DPT vaccine and two 
more vaccines against Hae-
mophilus influenza type B 
(Hib) and hepatitis B. Start-
ing December 2011, PV was 
introduced into India’s im-
munisation programme to 
replace DPT vaccine in a 
staged manner with a view 
to adding protection against 
Hib and Hepatitis B without 
increasing the number of 
injections given to infants. 

But sporadic reports of 
unexplained deaths follow-
ing immunisation with PV 
had been a matter of con-
cern. Puliyel, Sreenivas and 
their colleagues undertook 
the study to find out if these 
deaths were merely coinci-
dental or vaccine-induced. 

The authors obtained 
data of all deaths reported 
from April 2012 to May 2016 

under the Right to Informa-
tion Act. Data on deaths 
within 72 hours of admin-
istering DPT and PV from 
different states were used. 

For their study, the 
authors assumed that all 
deaths within 72 hours of 
receiving DPT are natural 
deaths. Using this figure 
as the baseline, they pre-
sumed that any increase in 
the number of deaths above 
this baseline among chil-
dren receiving PV must be 
caused by this vaccine. 

According to their analy-
sis of the data provided by 
the government, there were 
237 deaths within 72 hours 
of administering the Pen-
tavalent vaccine -- twice the 
death rate among infants 
who received DPT vaccine. 

Extrapolating the data, 
the authors have estimated 
that vaccination of 26 mil-
lion children each year in 
India would result in 122 
additional deaths within 
72 hours, due to the switch 

from DPT to PV. 
“There is likely to be 7,020 

to 8,190 deaths from PV each 
year if data from states with 
the better reporting, namely 
Manipur and Chandigarh, 
are projected nationwide,” 
their report says. 

The authors note that 
while the study looks at 
the short-term increase in 
deaths (within three days of 
vaccination) it does not cal-
culate the potential benefits 
of PV on infant mortality, 

for example by protection 
against lethal diseases like 
Haemophilus influenza. 

In spite of the data pre-
sented in this paper from 
a large cohort, the authors 
point out that the evidence 
is merely circumstantial and 
not conclusive. “These find-
ings of differential death 
rates between DPT and PV 
do call for further rigorous 
prospective population-
based investigations,” the 
study concludes. 

Washington, March 16 (IANS): 
A new gene study has revealed 
that modern humans interbred 
with another species of archaic 
hominins, the Denisovans, on 
at least two occasions instead of 
the previous opinion of one-off 
admixture.

Researchers from the Univer-
sity of Washington identified the 
genomes of two groups of modern 
humans with Denisovan ancestry, 
which are individuals from Ocea-
nia and East Asia. 

The genomes are uniquely dif-
ferent, indicating that there were 
two separate episodes of Den-
isovan admixture, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

The study was published on 
Thursday in the journal Cell. 

The Denisovans were un-
known until 2010, when an ar-
chaeological study unveiled the 

discovery of a tiny fragment of a 
child’s finger bone in Denisova 
cave in Siberia’s Altai Mountains 
in Russia.

DNA sequencing showed that 
the child did not belong to any 
known ancient hominins, such as 
Neanderthals. Therefore, it had to 
be something new.

“What was known already 
was that Oceanian individuals, 
notably Papuan individuals, have 
significant amounts of Denisovan 
ancestry,” said the paper’s senior 
author Sharon Browning, a re-
search professor of biostatistics 
with University of Washington 
School of Public Health.

The researchers found that the 
genomes of modern individuals 
from Papua New Guinea contain 
approximately five per cent Den-
isovan ancestry.

Previously, researchers also 

knew Denisovan ancestry is pres-
ent to a lesser degree throughout 
Asia, but they assumed that the 
ancestry in Asia was achieved 
through migration, coming from 
Oceanian populations.

“But in this new work with 
East Asians, we find a second set 
of Denisovan ancestry that we do 
not find in the South Asians and 
Papuans,” she said. 

“This Denisovan ancestry in 
East Asians seems to be some-
thing they acquired themselves.”

After studying more than 5,600 
whole-genome sequences from 
individuals from Europe, Asia, 
America, and Oceania and com-
paring them to the Denisovan 
genome, Browning and others 
determined that the Denisovan 
genome is more closely related to 
the modern East Asian population 
than to modern Papuans.

“The assumption is that ad-
mixing with Denisovans occurred 
fairly quickly after humans moved 
out of Africa, around 50,000 years 
ago, but we do not know where in 
terms of location,” Browning said.

Browning suggested that per-
haps the ancestors of Oceanians 
admixed with a southern group 
of Denisovans while the ances-
tors of East Asians admixed with a 
northern group.

Going forward, the researchers 
plan to study more Asian popula-
tions and others throughout the 
world, including Native Ameri-
cans and Africans.

“There are signs that inter-
mixing with archaic humans was 
occurring in Africa, but given the 
warmer climate, no one has yet 
found African archaic human 
fossils with sufficient DNA for 
sequencing.”

London, March 17 (IANS): Early hu-
mans survived a massive volcanic 
eruption 74,000 years ago as well 
as flourished during the resulting 
climate change, finds a new study.

The eruption of Mount Toba in 
Indonesia — the largest in the past 
2 million years — was so immense 
that it spewed ash and smoke 
around the world, including South 
Africa, some 6,200 miles away.

According to previous theories, 
the “winter” of ash and smoke 
spread thousands of miles and de-
stroyed plants, killed animals and 
nearly wiped out humans. 

The study, published in the 
journal Nature, counters this view 
and showed that there was remark-
able improvement in the life style of 
our ancestors during the volcanic 
event.

It also suggests that settlements 
there not only endured the catas-
trophe, but also “thrived”.

Humans were able to survive 
and adapt, said Eugene I. Smith, 
from the University of Nevada-Las 

Vegas.
For the study, an international 

team excavated two sites on the 
south coast of South Africa and 
found significant evidence of hu-
man activity both before and after 
the eruption.

The findings showed glass 
shards that are both tiny and hard 
to come by — roughly 1 in every 
10,000 grains of sand.

Smith identified the pieces as 
cryptotephra, very old microscopic 
glass shards that were ejected dur-
ing a volcanic eruption.

When chemically analysed, 
the team could trace the shards to 
the Toba super volcano, that was 
around 9,000 km away. 

“Humans in this region thrived 
through the Toba event and the 
ensuing full glacial conditions, 
perhaps as a combined result of 
the uniquely rich resource base of 
the region and fully evolved mod-
ern human adaptation,” explained 
Curtis W. Marean, from the Arizona 
State University in the US.

chair accessible” routes, 
type your desired destina-
tion into Google Maps.

Tap “Directions” then 
select the public transpor-
tation icon.

Then tap “Options” 
and under the Routes sec-
tion, the users will find 
“wheelchair accessible” as 
a new route type.

“When you select this 
option, Google Maps will 
show you a list of possible 
routes that take mobility 
needs into consideration,” 
the blog post said.

“Additionally, we’ve 
been busy capturing and 
updating Street View im-
agery of transit stations 
and city centres so people 
can preview a place or 
transit station ahead of 
time,” it added.

In 2017, Google Maps 
added the feature to see 
if a space is accessible 
by wheelchair under the 
“amenities” tab.

kids’ devices. We’re con-
tinually designing new 
features to help make sure 
kids use them in the ways 
you want,” Apple said on 
the new page.

Two key Apple share-
holders had requested the 
Cupertino-based iPhone 
maker to take urgent steps 
to safeguard young us-
ers from the ill-effects of 
iPhone addiction.

In a letter, Jana Part-
ners and the California 
State Teachers’ Retire-
ment System told Apple to 
make its products safer for 
the younger users.

Not only Apple, Face-
book, which has over two 
billion users, is also mak-
ing drastic changes to its 
News Feed that will allow 
users to see more updates 
from family and friends 
than posts from business-
es, brands, and media.

According to its CEO 
Mark Zuckerberg, Face-
book has got a feedback 
from the community that 
public content -- posts 
from businesses, brands 
and media -- is crowding 
out the personal mo-
ments that lead us to 
connect more with each 
other.

Pentavalent vaccine: Doctors raise red flag
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Bull's-eye

India's Pusarla V Sindhu plays a shot during the women's semi final 
match against Japan's Akane Yamaguchi at the All England Open 
Badminton Championships in Birmingham, England on Sat. March 
17.

AP/PTI

Fireworks erupt during the closing ceremony for the 2018 Paralympic Winter Games in PyeongChang, 
South Korea on Sun. March 18. 

AP/PTI

Mexico's Antonio Lozada punches Puerto Rico's Felix Verdejo, right, during the 10th round of a 
lightweight boxing match on Sat. March 17 in New York. Lozada stopped Verdejo in the 10th round.

AP/PTI

India's Dinesh Karthik, right, celebrate scoring the winning run to defeat Bangladesh by four wickets during the finals of the Nidahas 
triangular Twenty20 cricket series in Colombo, Sri Lanka on Sun. March 18.

AP/PTI

DK does it in style, India win Nidahas T20

PyeongChang Winter Paralympics end 
with celebration of breaking down barriers

I have become less selfish now, admits Messi

DDCA inter-school cricket tourney underway

Del Potro joins Federer in BNP Paribas Open final

Sindhu loses in All England semis

Co l o m b o, Ma rc h  1 8 
(ptI): Dinesh Karthik did 
a Javed Miandad with 
a last-ball six as India 
pulled off an incredible 
chase beating Bangla-
desh by four wickets in 
the Nidhas T20 Tri-series 
final, here tonight.

Needing five off the 
final delivery, Karthik 
smashed Soumya Sarkar 
over extra-cover as a sec-
ond-string Indian side 
held its nerve in a tense 
situation to chase down 
a target of 167 in 20 overs. 
It would count as one 
of India's famous last 
ball sixes -- something 
that Pakistani legend did 
against India 32 years 
back in Sharjah.

Karthik's gem of a 
cameo got him 29 off 8 
balls with two boundar-
ies and three sixes -- the 
last of them which will be 
forever be etched in the 
memory.

Skipper Rohit Shar-
ma's (56 off 42 balls) dis-
missal set India's inex-
perienced middle-order 
in panic mode and Vijay 
Shankar's four dot balls 
off the 18th over by Mus-
tafizur Rahaman made it 
very difficult for India.

Karthik came at the 
start of the19th over and 
hit Rubel Hossain for 22 
including two sixes and 
two fours to bring down 
the equation to 12 off the 
final over before finishing 
it off in style.

A partisan Sri Lankan 
crowd, who were upset by 

Indian Wells, March 18 
(IANS): Argentina's Juan 
Martin del Potro joined 
No.1 Roger Federer in the 
BNP Paribas Open final in 
Indian Wells, California, 
rolling past Milos Raonic 
of Canada in straight sets, 
6-2, 6-3, in just over an 
hour for his 400th career 
win.

Facing one of  the 
tour's most powerful 
servers in Raonic, No.38, 
the 29-year-old Argentine 
won 24-of-27 (89 percent) 
of his first-serve points, 
and never faced a break 
point on Saturday, reports 
Xinhua news agency. 

"I think I was lucky in 
both sets. Milos has a great 

serve," said del Potro, who 
joined Guillermo Vilas as 
the only other Argentine 
in the 400 Wins club. 

"But I was very fo-
cused on my return game. 
I broke many times, and 
that was the key of the 
match."

The No.8 returns to the 
BNP Paribas Open final for 

pyoengChang, March 
18 (IANS): The 2018 Py-
eongChang Paralympic 
Winter Games came to 
a close on Sunday with 
a celebration of disabled 
athletes who broke down 
barriers during the 10-day 
competition.

PyeongChang, some 
180 kilometres east of 
Seoul, along with the 
sub-host cities of Gang-
neung and Jeongseon, 
hosted 567 athletes from 
49 countries -- both re-
cords for Winter Paralym-
pics, reports Yonhap news 
agency. 

The athletes vied for 
80 gold medals, also a re-
cord for the multi-winter 
sport event for the dis-
abled.

The closing ceremony 
at PyeongChang Olympic 
Stadium, titled "We Move 
the World," brought para 
athletes together for one 
last time in PyeongChang. 

The ceremony also 
featured performers with 
physical impairments for 
its art segments, which ex-
pressed hope for a world 
that embraces diversity 
and differences among 
people.

At the onset of the 

Barcelona, March 18 
(IANS): Admitting that 
he has now become less 
selfish with age, star FC 
Barcelona forward said 
he has evolved into more 
of a team player.

"Before, I used to try 
to steal the ball and make 
something happen on 
my own -- or at least try 
to do something on my 
own," Messi told Amer-
ica TV.

"Now, I try to make 
the team play more. I 
pass the ball more and 
I try not to be so selfish, 
if you will. I try to move 
the team from one po-
sition to another. I still 
run as much as ever, just 
in a different way," the 
30-year old, regarded as 
one of the world's best 
footballers, added.

Messi, 30, racked up 
100 Champions League 
goals with a brace against 

Chelsea on Wednesday 
and is Spanish La Liga's 
top scorer with 24 goals.

Messi also has 12 as-
sists to his name. The 
Argentine now plays in 
a more deeper position, 
often dropping into his 

own half to get on the ball 
in central positions and 
dictate play.

Messi was at his sub-
lime best against Chel-
sea, ripping the English 
Premier League reigning 
champions to shreds.

Dimapur, March 18 (EMN): In the open-
ing match of the Inter-School (U-16) 
Cricket for Dimapur district organised 
by Dimapur District Cricket Association 
under the aegis of Nagaland Cricket Asso-
ciation being played at the NCA Stadium, 
Sovima, Dimapur, Zakiesato Memorial 
Higher Secondary School defeated Mil-
lenial Vision School by 83 runs.

The second match between Delhi 
Public School and Christian Higher Sec-
ondary School was washed out due to 
rain after 9 overs of play.

Sunday’s matches:
ZMHSS vs MVS
MVS won the toss and elected to field 

first.
ZHMSS-172 for 8 in 25 overs.
Kundan Gupta—66, Prashant—41, 

Kivito—16
(Ramram, Shymul and Alok took two 

wickets each for MVS)
MVS—83 all out in 15 overs
Ajay—20, Pintu—16 runs
Irshad—4 wickets, Kundan—2, Kam-

ran—2 wickets.
Result-ZMHSS won by 89 runs
Monday’s matches
St Mary’s HSS vs Pranab Vidyapith 

HSS at 8 am
SD Jain HSS vs HMC High School at 

12 noon

Birmingham, March 18 
(IANS): India's star shut-
tler P.V. Sindhu lost to 
Japanese second seed 
Akane Yamaguchi in the 
semi-finals of the All Eng-
land Open BWF World 
Tour Super 1000 here on 
Saturday.

T h e  R i o  Ol y m p i c 
Games silver medallist 
lost 21-19, 19-21, 18-21 in 
an hour and 19 minutes 
to Yamaguchi, who will 
face top seed and defend-
ing champion Tai Tzu 
Ying of Chinese Taipei in 
the women's singles final 
on Sunday.

It was Yamaguchi's 
four win in 10 meetings 
with Sindhu and she fully 
deserved it for the way 
she took Sindhu head on.

In the first game be-
tween Sindhu and Yama-
guchi at the Arena Bir-
mingham, the Indian 
made it a mere formality 
by taking a 16-8 lead be-
fore easing up.

But Yamaguchi re-
fused to surrender, equal-
ising at the 17-point mark 
before Sindhu realised 
that the job is half done. 
The Indian then secured 
two points to lead 19-17 
before winning the game 
21-19.

In the second game, 
Yamaguchi consistently 
put pressure on Sindhu 

ceremony, six South Ko-
rean para athletes, each 
representing six sports of 
the Paralympics, carried 
their national flag into 
the stadium. They were 
Jang Dong-shin in para 
ice hockey, Bang Min-ja 
in wheelchair curling, Lee 
Chi-won in alpine skiing, 
Park Hang-seung in snow-
boarding, Lee Do-yeon in 

biathlon and Lee Jeong-
min in cross-country ski-
ing.

Then as the partici-
pating countries' flags all 
entered the stadium, Sin 
Eui-hyun, the cross-coun-
try champion for South 
Korea, served as the flag-
bearer for the host nation.

During the ceremony, 
New Zealand's para alpine 

skier Adam Hall and Fin-
land's para Nordic skier 
Sini Pyy were honoured 
with the Whang Youn Dai 
Achievement Award.

The Paralympic flag 
was handed over to Bei-
jing, the next host of the 
Winter Paralympics in 
2022.

Then the Paralympic 
Flame was extinguished at 

the end of a dance perfor-
mance called "Dosalpu-
ri," a dance of affections 
and memories, on the 
stage on which the flame 
was projection-mapped.

For the finale, a seg-
ment titled "Blooming 
Happiness," South Korean 
vocalist Ailee performed 
with Bae Hui Gwan Band, 
which is made up of musi-
cians with disabilities.

The PyeongChang 
Paralympics were the 
most successful Winter 
Paralympics in terms of 
ticket sales, with more 
than 343,000 tickets sold. 
The previous record had 
been 316,200 tickets sold 
at the 2014 Sochi Winter 
Paralympics.

The United States 
topped the Winter Para-
lympic Games for the first 
time since Albertville 1992 
thanks to 13 gold, 15 silver 
and eight bronze medals. 

The Neutral Paralym-
pic Athletes from Russia 
was second with eight 
gold, 10 silver and six 
bronze medals. The Rus-
sians were not allowed 
to compete under their 
national flag due to a 
state-sponsored doping 
scandal.

and the latter always had 
to play the catch up game. 
Yamaguchi was up 12-9 
but the Indian fought 
back and equalised with 
straight three points.

But the Asian Games 
medallist  Yamaguchi 
managed to move ahead 
and led 18-14 before 
again the Indian showed 
her fighting ability to 
force Yamaguchi to sweat. 
The Japanese won 21-19.

Sindhu proved to be 
stronger at the beginning 
of the decisive third game. 
The three-time World 
Championships medal-
list dictated the play and 
raced to a 13-7 lead. But 
Yamaguchi refused to give 
up, pulling through diffi-
cult moments to equalize 

at the 14-point mark to 
make it an open game.

Later,  Sindhu led 
18-17 but the Japanese 
snatched four consecu-
tive points to clinch the 
game 21-18 and storm 
into her maiden All Eng-
land final. In the other 
semi-final, world No.1 
Tai got past Chinese eight 
seed Chen Yufei 21-15, 
20-22, 21-13 in an hour 
and four minutes. Tai and 
Yamaguchi have faced 10 
times before, with both of 
them winning five times.

In the men's singles 
action, Chinese seventh 
seed and last year's run-
ner-up Shi Yuqi defeated 
South Korean fifth seed 
Son Wan Ho 21-17, 21-14 
in 45 minutes.

the first time since 2013, 
when he fell to Rafael 
Nadal in the title match, 
4-6, 6-3, 6-4. He is seeking 
his first ATP World Tour 
Masters 1000 title.

Thirty-six-year-old 
Swiss superstar Federer 
reached the final earlier on 
the same day with a hard-
fought 5-7 6-4 6-4 victory 
over unseeded 21-year-
old Borna Coric.

The defending cham-
pion will play for a record 
sixth BNP Paribas Open 
title in Sunday's final. He 
is into the final in Indi-
an Wells for the fourth 
straight time, having 
missed the event in 2016.

But the world No. 1 
will have to overcome the 
6-foot-6-inch Argentine 
who beat him at the US 
Open last year.

"I think we have an 
interesting matchup. We 

both know what the other 
is trying to do, and we try 
to stop the other person 
from doing it," Federer 
said at a press conference 
after his win. 

"It's basically an arm 
wrestle the whole time, 
and I think we enjoy that."

In Federer, del Potro 
faces an opponent he is 
more than familiar with.

"He's the favorite to 
win tomorrow, but I will 
try to do my best tennis," 
del Potro said at a press 
conference after Satur-
day's match. "I beat him in 
the past, and I know how 
can I do to repeat that, but 
is not easy. It will be a good 
challenge to see how my 
level is against him."

"I think everybody was 
expecting that final, and 
I will try to enjoy the at-
mosphere on court," he 
added.

Juan Martin del Potro eased past Milos 
Raonic to book a spot alongside Roger 
Federer in the BNP Paribas Open final.

Bangladesh's behaviour 
did the now famous 'Nag-
in Dance' (Snake Dance') 
along with Indian sup-
porters leaving the Tigers 
distraught.

Shikhar Dhawan (10) 
and Suresh Raina (0) were 
out in quick succession 
but the Indian captain 
was in his element as Ban-
gladesh's ploy of using 
spinners in the Powerplay 
didn't prove to be as effec-
tive as India.

Earlier, Indian pacers 
undid the hardwork of 
their spinners as Bangla-

desh scored a competitive 
166 for eight, riding on 
Sabbir's 50-ball 77 after 
batting first.

Off-spinner Wash-
ington Sundar (1/20 in 
4 overs) and leg-spinner 
Yuzvendra Chahal (3/18 
in 4 overs) were brilliant 
in the Powerplay but the 
duo of Vijay Shankar (0/48 
in 4 overs) and Shardul 
Thakur (0/45 in 4 overs) 
leaked 93 runs between 
them on a good batting 
surface. Jaydev Unadkat 
(2/33) did come back well 
in his final over but Sab-

bir cleverly waited for the 
spinners to finish their 
quota as he launched a fu-
rious assault on the pac-
ers during the back-10.

Bangladesh openers 
Tamim Iqbal (15) and Lit-
ton Das (11) started off in 
a whirlwind fashion but 
Washington forced the 
latter to play a slog sweep 
and the ball ballooned 
for Raina to complete a 
lovely catch. Chahal got 
his second wicket when 
an out-of-form Soumya 
Sarkar (1) tried to slog 
sweep a fuller delivery 

from Chahal with Shikhar 
Dhawan taking a simple 
catch at square-leg.

In Mahmudullah Ri-
yadh (21), he found a 
steady ally and added 36 
runs before a miscom-
munication saw the vice-
captain getting run-out by 
Vijay Shankar.

Shankar then had a 
hand in getting rival cap-
tain Shakib Al Hasan run-
out with a direct throw 
from cover region. But 
Sabbir's big-hitting prow-
ess helped them post a 
challenging total.


