
A file photo of a 'jhum' field in Tseminyu sub-division in Kohima district.   
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Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 16 (EMN): 
The Neiphiu Rio-led Peo-
ple’s Democratic Alliance 
(PDA) government is likely 

to introduce land laws for 
Nagaland state during this 
session of the Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly.

This was disclosed by 

minister for Planning and 
Coordination and Land 
Revenue Neiba Kronu dur-
ing an interaction with 
media persons at his of-

ficial residence.
Kronu informed jour-

nalists that he had per-
sonally asked the chief 
minister to give him addi-
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 25° 14°

Agartala 34° 21°

Gangtok 20° 07°

Guwahati 32° 16°

Imphal 27° 11°

Itanagar 24° 14°

Shillong 22° 11°

Delhi 32° 15°

Kolkata 34° 23°

Chennai 30° 25°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 25° 10°
DIMAPUR 30° 16°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 7mm 84%
DIMAPUR 5mm 91%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Try to keep your soul 
young and quivering 

right up to old age. 

~ George Sand

Mirror Takes

Yikes!! Let's ask for good roads 
or good discos or something...
don't want to end up like him. 
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Daler Mehndi convicted 
in human trafficking case |  P10

~ Arien

Brazil’s Luis could miss World 
Cup after leg fracture  |  P11

tional charge for the Land 
Revenue department. To 
this, Kronu said he wants 
to spearhead a change in 
matters relating to land 
and laws for it. 

“On matters concern-
ing land revenue and 
land records, I want to 
revamp the whole system 
and bring clarity of what 
system we should have. 
Unless we have our own 
land laws, outsiders will 
not come to invest, while it 
will keep on hindering our 
opportunities,” he said. 

Citing the example of 
land compensation for 
the four-lane highway and 
for railway projects in the 
state, Kronu said 'lots of 
confusions' were created 
due to the absence of land 
laws.

“We have to do cadas-
tral survey. And once it is 
done, our people can ap-
proach the banks,” Kronu 
said. He was of the opinion 
that banks were not that 
forthcoming to help as 
there were no land laws in 
Nagaland.

“We should have our 
own patta (land deed) 

system. If not, entrepre-
neurs and educated un-
employed youth cannot 
survive,” he explained. 

Expressing regret that 
the 'subsidy culture' had 
'finished one generation,' 
Kronu felt that the practice 
of subsidy should be put to 
an end.

Also, the minister iter-
ated that the PDA govern-
ment would pay 'imme-
diate attention' to areas 
concerning the public the 
most. He informed that 
the government will im-
mediately tend to stagnant 
projects including. This 
include  cultural hall and 
multi-parking complex 
below the Kohima local 
ground.

With the dynamic lead-
ership of Neiphiu Rio, he 
said, the PDA government 
will work with 'utmost sin-
cerity and commitment' to 
develop the state. 

Kronu added that the 
cabinet has decided to 
review the performance of 
every minister after hun-
dred days. Likewise non-
performing ministers will 
be 'checked,' he informed. 

Dimapur, March 16 (EMN): The Nagaland Pension-
ers’ Association (NPA) on Friday assured to investigate 
allegations that the Dimapur District Pensioners’ 
Association (DDPA) was charging INR 2000 from 
pensioners seeking to avail benefits via government 
schemes. 

Local newspaper The Morung Express exposed 
the racket in its Friday edition. In response the NPA 
issued a statement declaring said illegal levy. The 
association stated that the collection of money was 
‘defaming and lowering the dignity’ of the NPA. 

It informed that the Nagaland government had 
on March 1 2006 authorised the NPA to issue iden-
tity card / card-D to all ‘Nagaland state government 
pensioners / family pensioners’ after charging INR 20 
each and INR 10 annually but for renewal.     

However due to escalating cost of stationery items, 
it stated, the NPA had authorised the district / sub-
unit offices to charge INR 150 for both purposes and 
submit INR 20 per member to the NPA annually for 
‘office maintenance.’ Another INR 200 per member is 
charged as one-time levy for what was claimed to be 
‘building fund,’ it added.

Besides the specified collections, the NPA clarified 
it had never authorised any district or sub-unit office 
to enforce extra collection from pensioners. It asserted 
that the authority that can revise pension or any other 
pension benefit rests only with the government. 

Dimapur, March 16 (EMN): Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio on Friday joined micro-blogging site Twitter 
marking his first foray into any social media platform. 

A DIPR update informed that the chief minis-
ter may be followed through his Twitter handle @
Neiphiu_Rio.  

“Welcoming the best usage of technology for di-
rect interaction with the people through social media, 
chief minister of Nagaland and former member of 
parliament, Neiphiu Rio has joined micro blogging 
site Twitter.

“I look forward to a positive engagement with all 
sections of the people in our common endeavour 
to bring development and peace in Nagaland,’ the 
chief minister tweeted. Some other tweets included 
updates of his meeting with the prime minister of 
India, Narendra Modi on 16th March, 2018,” the DIPR 
report read. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 16 (EMN): A man who was severely 
injured after being hit by a vehicle on the night of 
March 16 at New Secretariat road in Kohima has died 
in a hospital. Sources from the victim’s family said that 
the accident occurred when the victim Neichatoulie 
Kense from Touphema village was returning home 
after collecting swine fodder with a friend when a 
speeding car hit him. It was learned that the victim, 
a government employee at the Supply department, 
died while undergoing treatment at a Kohima hospi-
tal. Further information from the police concerning 
the accident is being awaited. 

New Delhi, March 16 
(PTI): A Congress MP to-
day moved a private mem-
ber resolution in the Rajya 
Sabha to replace the word 
"Sindh" in the national an-
them with the "Northeast" 
saying there is no point 
"glorifying" a place of a 
hostile nation.

Assam Pradesh Con-
gress Committee Presi-
dent and Rajya Sabha MP 
Ripun Bora also said when 
the national anthem was 
adopted in 1950, the then 
President Rajendra Prasad 
had said if required the an-
them would be amended 
in future.

"There is no mention 
of the Northeast in the na-
tional anthem but has the 
mention of Sindh, which is 
now part of Pakistan. Why 
are we glorifying a place of 
a hostile nation. There is 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 16 (EMN): Nagaland’s 
new minister for Urban Develop-
ment and Municipal Affairs Metsubo 
Jamir on Friday mulled the possibil-
ity of replicating a working system 
that is already in place to the urban 
areas. That way the urban local bodies 
(ULBs) can function as intended he 
said while expressing concern over is-
sues surrounding the state’s municipal 
institution.

Interacting with journalists after 
holding his first meeting with staff of 
the directorate of Municipal Affairs, 
Jamir stated support for reservation 
of seats for women in the civic bodies.

Given the success of the concept 
of village development board (VDB) 
of having 25% reservation of seats for 
women, he said if the legalities are 
agreeable the concept can be repli-
cated in the urban areas as well. He 
maintained there were VDBs in the vil-
lages that were using the protection of 
Article 371A that are exempt from the 
73rd Amendment of the Constitution 
for the Panchayati Raj Act. 

Similarly, he opined that if the 74th 

amendment can be exempted, the 
VDB can be duplicated into town areas 
as ‘urban development boards’ where 
women would be assured a 25% or a 
set number of reservation of seats with 
or without election (by nomination), 
and contested anywhere openly in the 
general category among men. 

If this can be implemented, the 
minister pointed out, women even 
have the likelihood of occupying up to 
40-50% of the seats or more.

Jamir also felt that the core issue 
was land ownership. However, he was 
hopeful that all parties should come to 
a meeting point and amicably resolve 
the issue to avoid conflict. “It is painful 
to see our people fighting over these 
issues,” he added.

Also, Jamir underscored the need 
to revamp the departments in his 
charge: Urban Development and Mu-
nicipal Affairs as there was no proper 
demarcation of the urban and the rural 
“in our concept.”

“We don’t know where the village 
land ends and the town land starts. 
We really need these demarcated for 
urban development activities be-

cause there are overlapping issues,” 
he said. Due to lack of demarcation 
and as multiple villages together have 
stakes in town areas, he said that the 
question arises as to what exactly the 
Urban Dev. department should do in 
places where rural funds are already 
flowing to. 

The minister pointed out that 
although the Urban Dev. and Mu-
nicipal Affairs were two separate de-
partments, yet they have a common 
cadre; the former holds administrative 
control till now. After officially taking 
charge of the two departments, he said 
to have been visiting the directorate of 
Municipal Affairs to interact with its 
staff and learn about the possibilities 
of integrating the activities of the two 
departments. 

Jamir, who had previously served 
as the director for Rural Development 
department before joining politics, 
said he was exploring the possibilities 
of also replicating how the RD was 
streamlined by way of amalgamating 
the State Institute of Rural Develop-
ment with it. But here, he clarified, the 
Municipal Affairs department would 

not be wound up but that he was 
observing if it might be amalgamated 
with the Urban Dev. department. 
Other 'possibilities' include creation 
of a separate cadre channel for each 
department.

Municipal Act 2001 to be revised
The additional director of Municipal 
Affairs Dr. Toshimanen Ozukum dis-
closed that the Municipal Act 2001 
shall be revised saying that the previ-
ous cabinet had set up a high-level 
committee. The draft revised act has 
already been submitted to the com-
mittee, it was informed. He said it was 
‘taken care’ that the opinions of the 
tribal 'hohos' were considered during 
the drafting phase. 

During a meeting earlier, issues 
raised to the minister by the directo-
rate staff pointed to deficiency in the 
current system: lack of officers, lack 
of sanctioned posts (ULB-dedicated 
cadres); need for urban planners with 
appropriate background, and the need 
for a good database.

One of the staff pointed out that 
the lack of a database was a constant 

problem in identifying correct ben-
eficiaries of schemes implemented 
by the department. Citing the Hous-
ing for All scheme as an example, the 
staffer informed that there were 32,000 
beneficiaries from across 23 towns but 
there were some cases where those not 
eligible had applied and some where 
both husband and wife were applying. 

The department is stated to have 
geo-tagged 3000 beneficiaries in Ko-
hima, Dimapur and Shamator and the 
first instalment of Rs.60,000 for each 
beneficiary released. 

INR 111 cr. deposited for Smart City
A department handout has revealed 
that it was currently implementing 
16 projects under 10% “lumsum,” 
(sic) Housing for All and Smart City as 
the nodal department. The handout 
informed that the department has 
credited INR 111 cr. into the account 
of Smart City ‘which is maintained in 
a private bank by the company.’ Previ-
ously, the Municipal Affairs was a cell 
of the Urban Dev. but was bifurcated 
to become a full-fledged department 
in 2015.

Amaravati/New Delhi, 
March 16 (PTI): The Tel-
ugu Desam Party (TDP) 
today ended its four-year-
old alliance with the BJP 
and walked out of the 
NDA, eight days after two 
of its union ministers re-
signed over the Centre's 
refusal to grant Special 
Category Status to Andhra 
Pradesh.

Upping the ante with-
in hours after party presi-
dent and chief minister 
N Chandrababu Naidu 
made the announcement 
in Amaravati to pull out 
of the BJP-led alliance, 
the TDP moved a no-con-
fidence motion against 
the Modi government in 
the Lok Sabha. The YSR 
Congress also moved a 
confidence motion.

The notices moved 
for the first time since 
the Modi government 
assumed office in May 
2014 were not taken up as 
Speaker Sumitra Mahajan 
said there was no order in 
the House and adjourned 
the proceedings for the 
day amid vociferous pro-
tests over various issues. 
The no-confidence notic-
es were moved by TDP's 
Thota Narasimham. YSR 
Congress member Y V 
Subba Reddy.

Union ministers -- P 
Ashok Gajapati Raju and Y 
S Chowdary -- had quit on 

March 8 after a meeting 
with the prime minister. 
The TDP politburo unani-
mously took the decision 
to end the alliance during 
a tele-conference with 
Naidu this morning.

T h e  p a r t y  p o l i t -
buro meeting to de-
cide over quitting the 
National Democratic 
A l l i a n c e ( N D A )  w a s 
planned for this evening, 
but the formality was 
completed during the dai-
ly tele-conference Naidu 
holds with party leaders 
in the morning.

The TDP will write a 
letter to BJP president 
Amit Shah and also other 
constituents of the NDA 
informing its decision and 
the reasons for it, a party 
communique said while 
making the announce-
ment to quit the NDA. 
The union government 
exuded confidence that 
it has the numbers to ride 
out the crisis with BJP 
terming the decision by 
the TDP to quit the NDA 
"inevitable".

The BJP, which claimed 
that the TDP exit provided 
an opportunity for it to 
grow in the state, faces the 
prospect of going it alone 
in the elections in Andhra 
Pradesh next year with the 
two main regional parties 
-- TDP and YSR Congress 
-- arrayed gainst it.

The TDP had yester-
day offered to back the 
YSR Congress' no-confi-
dence motion but said it 
withdrew the support as 
it smelt a nexus between 
it and the BJP.

"We go according to 
principles. Our leader felt 
being part of NDA and 
moving a no-confidence 
motion would not be ethi-
cal. So we withdrew from 
the NDA and I have issued 
a letter on no-confidence 
motion to the speaker 
at 9.30 am," Thota Nar-
asimham, the TDP's floor 
leader in the Lok Sabha, 
told reporters in Delhi.

His party colleague 
Ramesh claimed that YSR 
Congress MP Vijaysai 
Reddy was seen making 
attempts to meet Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and this, he said, hint-
ed at a nexus between 
both parties. "We have no 
confidence in their no-
confidence motion, so we 
have decided to go on our 
own," he said.

The motion can be 
accepted only if it has 
the support of at least 50 
members in the House. 
While the TDP has 16 MPs 
in the Lok Sabha, the YSR 
Congress has nine. Con-
gress and Left leaders said 
they would support the 
motion against the gov-
ernment.

"When the Andhra 
parties bring a no confi-
dence motion in the Lok 
Sabha, we will support 
it," Mohammad Salim 
of the CPI(M) said. Con-
gress leader Mallikarjun 
Kharge added that the 
party would also support 
the motion but asked the 
two regional parties to 
not play politics over the 
matter.

As the opposition 
counted its numbers, 
Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Ananth Kumar 
said the whole country 
has full confidence in the 
prime minister as does 
the House. "The govern-
ment has the numbers... 
We are ready to take up 
everything," he said.

With the BJP alone 
having 274 members in 
the 536-member Lok Sab-
ha and enjoying support 
of allies, the no-confi-
dence motion, if accept-
ed, is likely to be defeated 
but it has the potential to 
put the saffron party in a 
tight corner in the state.

BJP spokesperson GVL 
Narasimha Rao accused 
the TDP of resorting to 
"lies to cover up its inept 
and inert governance". 
The TDP's decision to 
quit, he said, was inevita-
ble after its "mischievous 
propaganda" against the 
Centre.

no point," he told PTI.
Bora said since the 

then President had said 
the national anthem could 
be amended, it should 
be done now to replace 
the word "Sindh' with the 
word "Northeast".

The Congress leader 
said he has moved the pri-
vate member resolution 
in the Upper House today 
and it is expected to be 
taken up next week. An 
MP can move a private 
members' resolution on 
an allotted day.

The names of all mem-
bers from whom such no-
tices are received shall be 
drawn by lot and those 
members who secure the 
first five places in the draw 
of lot for the day allotted 
for private members' reso-
lutions shall be eligible to 
give notice of one resolu-
tion each within 10 days of 
the date of the draw of lot.

A resolution may be in 
the form of a declaration of 
opinion by the Council or 
in such other form as the 
Chairman may consider 
appropriate. Subject to the 
provisions of these rules, 
any member may move 
a resolution relating to a 
matter of general public 
interest.
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Governor launches ‘My Northeast App’ Participatory exercise conducted 
for villages in Dimapur

Students from local 
school selected for Deen 
Dayal scholarships

State to bid farewell to chief secretary

NPF condole with Murry’s family 

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan convenor to visit Nagaland

Shamator students mourn New RCM pick-up 
centre opens in Kohima

Peren planning 
board meet

Dimapur police 
updates crime report

Tuensang villages informed on financial schemes

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 

Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 20.4 13.6 13 78 4

ZBT 15.8 8.6 13.2 93 NIL

MON 29 16 16 94 24

TUENSANG 17 10 7 54 21.1

MKG - - - - -

PHEK 21.6 14.8 11.8 81 NIL

KIPHIRE 25 13.8 14.3 81 0.8

SECHÜ ZUBZA 24 15 13.7 59 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 25 15 15.9 70 2.8

JALUKIE 31 17 21.9 100 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 27.6 17.4 19.4 96 13

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

 Acharya addressing the inauguration programme of ‘My Northeast App’ at St. Joseph’s College in Jakhama on March  16.

SIDBI and YouthNet officials with participations after the prgramme in Tuensang.

Proprietor of pick-up centre and others during the opening programme in Kohima.The two accused under police custody.

PHED officials with particpants during the training at one of the villages in Dimapur.

Mon administration prohibits illegal sale of fuel 
Noticing the open sale of fuel (petrol / diesel) illegally by 
grocery and pan shops, the deputy commissioner of Mon, K 
Thavaseelan, on March 15 issued a prohibitive order within 
the town with immediate effect. The order further warned of 
stringent action according to relevant section of law against 
the defaulters of the directive. According to DPRO report, the 
order has been issued on account of the likelihood of fires 
and related emergencies due to sale of fuel in such a manner 
thereby, endangering human lives and property.

Lotha Catholic youth convenes meeting
The Lotha Catholic Youth Association has convened a 
meeting on March 24 at Don Bosco Youth Centre, Wokha 
town. All the church leaders, catechists, unit presidents, 
former executives and well wishers have been requested to 
attend the meeting positively.

Peren DC releases deposited arms  
The deputy commissioner of Peren, Smita Sarangi has 
informed arms owners who have deposited their arms in 
view of the 13thGeneral Election, to collect the same from 
the respective police station.

Yimchungrü of Mkg. informs 
Yimchungrü Union Mokokchung Town has informed 
employers of members from Yimchungrü community as 
domestic helpers / workers or persons living with their 
guardians in and around Mokokchung town to register their 
names at the union office along with registration fee and two 
recent passport size photos.

NEWS IN BRIEF

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 6 
(EMN): The Governor of 
Nagaland, PB Acharya 
on March 16 launched 
‘My Northeast App’ at St. 
Joseph College, Jakhama. 
My Northeast App is an 
application with the latest 
news on jobs, education 
and infotainment, DPRO 
report updated on Friday.

A d d r e s s i n g  t h e 
launching programme, 
governor said that em-
powerment by education 

is a necessity for the de-
velopment of a country. 

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had observed 
that many young people 
with conventional de-
grees were not employ-
able now and encouraged 
students to go for profes-
sional courses and to be 
up to date with the world 
and technology, Acharya 
said.

Governor called on 
the students to share their 

knowledge for the welfare 
and development of the 
society and to build an 
economically strong Na-
galand. He also advocated 
that students should be 
able to stand on their feet 
and make the economy of 
the state strong, once they 
completed their studies.

Acharya expressed 
hope that the app will 
help the students in pro-
viding necessary informa-
tion regarding admissions 

to various institutions, 
job opportunities and in 
other ways.

Director of depart-
ment of Higher Educa-
tion, Kuholi Chishi in her 
speech encouraged the 
students to make the best 
use of the app and up-
grade and update self with 
the facilities provided by 
the app. She also said not 
just St. Joseph College but 
the entire student com-
munity will benefit from 

the app.
Explaining about the 

application, the chief ex-
ecutive officer (CEO) of 
My Northeast App, Pra-
kash said many Northeast 
students are deprived of 
opportunities due to lack 
of information. The app 
will provide information 
on international/ nation-
al entrance exams and 
scholarships; local, corpo-
rate and government job 
details. The app also has 
a call centre for provid-
ing information and any 
queries of the students, he 
informed.

The App caters mainly 
to bring awareness on 
the people of Northeast 
India- be it central or cor-
porate jobs or civil service 
examination, public sec-
tor jobs or private sec-
tor jobs, NGOs, different 
national and interna-
tional scholarships and 
entrance examinations, 
fellowships deadlines, 
current affairs and other 
useful information that 
normally skips the eye, 
the report added.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 6 
(EMN): Four students 
from Livingstone Foun-
dation Higher Secondary 
School (LFHSS) have been 
selected to receive the 
Deen Dayal Sparsh Yojana 
Scholaraship (DDSYS). 
This was announced dur-
ing the philatelic quiz 
competition conducted 
Jan. 12 at LFHSS by the 
directorate of postal serv-
ices. 

According to a press 
release from the school, a 
total of 23 students from 
five schools had partici-
pated in the event. Seven 
students were selected to 
receive the scholarship. 
The selected students 
were: four from LFHSS; 
one from Zakiesatuo 
Memorial school; one 
from Kendriya Vidyalaya 
(Sewak); and one from 
Pranab Vidyapith school. 

In the Northeast, a to-
tal of 29 students were se-
lected: 13 from Manipur; 
seven from Nagaland; five 
from Tripura; three from 
Meghalaya and one from 
Arunachal Pradesh. 

The DDSYS will be dis-
tributed to the selected 
students at 11:00 am on 
March 20, through video 
conferencing. The main 
function will be held later 
at New Delhi. INR 6000 
will be credited to the se-
lected students’ saving 
bank account on the same 
day.

The release also stat-
ed that the DDSYS pro-
gramme is conducted 
every year to award chil-
dren in the category of 
class VI to IX. The students 
were selected based on 
their performance of phi-
lately quiz and project 
works.

Dimapur, March 16 (EMN): The president of the Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu, central 
office bearers and rank and file mourned the demise of 
Mhonsali Murry, mother of MLA Dr. Chumben Murry, 
who passed away on March 15.

“A mother is irreplaceable and the loss of one’s 
mother is most tragic and excruciatingly painful, and 
we empathize with your emotional distress at this hour 
of grief,” a message addressed to Mhonsali read.

“The fact that she had raised such an illustrious 
son as you – highly educated, extremely successful in 
your political career – speaks volumes of the character 
that your late mother possessed. Those who knew her 
speak highly of the warm and loving person that she 
was. God-fearing, hard working and caring she was 
also generous and endeared herself to all who met her. 
Her life was one we should all emulate,” the NPF said.

While conveying heartfelt condolences to bereaved 
family and dear ones, the party also prayed that the 
Almighty grant solace and comfort at this hour of dis-
tress. It also offered prayer to the departed soul to rest 
in eternal peace.

Dimapur, March 16 (EMN): 
The monthly meeting of the 
Peren District Planning Develop-
ment Board (DPDB) was held on 
March 16 in the deputy commis-
sioner’s conference hall. DPRO 
updated on Friday. 

Deputy Commissioner Smi-
ta Sarangi congratulated the 
employees of Peren district for 
sincerely carrying out the as-
signed duties during the general 
election.

Reviewing the previous 
meeting minutes, the board 
resolved to do some ground 
works by way of submission of 
the required rooms and flats by 
each department before March 
30 for the proposed housing 
complex by the HUDCO at the 
new district HQ in Peren.

DC reminded the heads of 
offices to display signboards for 
easy identification of office by 
the public. 

Warning of jungle fire and its 
hazards, she requested the heads 
of offices to clear foliages in and 
around their office premises.

DFO Peren Sentitula ap-
praised the house on the forma-
tion of ‘watchers’ from vulner-
able villages for forest fire. She 
also reminded the members 
of the standing orders of ban 
on hunting and fishing in the 
district.

The board also deliberated 
on annual road clearance be-
tween villages which are not 
under the purview of PWD. The 
house entrusted project direc-
tor, Peren, Keyirangding Hegui 
to take necessary action for the 
same.

Dimapur, March 16 (EMN): A crime report update 
from addl. deputy commissioner of Police, Dimapur 
on Friday, informed that on March 12, Dimapur police 
arrested one person identified as ‘Self style Lieutenant’ 
Soso Ruivah also known as Aso (36 yrs) on charges of 
creating public nuisance and obstructing the duty 
personnel of GRPS and RPF. 

According to updates, .032 pistol country made bear-
ing body no. 222, five live rounds and a magazine were 
said to have found from his possession. A case has been 
registered for further investigation 

Also, on March 15, Dimapur police during frisk-
ing, conducted based on reliable source, one .32 pistol 
country made bearing body no. BORN 1962 No. 0996655 
(made in china) with one magazine and one .22 Pistol 
country made (made in Italy) with one magazine was 
seized from Thangming (38 yrs) son of Pangpie of Noklak 
High School Sector –A Noklak, Tuensang. 

The arrested person has been charged with relevant 
sections of law and under investigation. 

Dimapur, March 16 (EMN): The Shamator Village Stu-
dents’ Union has expressed sadness at the demise of S 
Tsintsümong, pastor of Tikhir Baptist Church Dimapur.

The union said the pastor had served as a teacher 
in St James School of Shamator village and former vice 
president and member of constitution drafting com-
mittee of Shamator Village Students’ Union.

The union conveyed heartfelt condolences to the 
bereaved family and prayed for the departed soul to 
rest in peace.

Kohima, March 16 (EMN): Under-
standing the long-felt need of its 
customers, Right Concept Marketing 
(RCM) a multi level marketing has 
opened a new RCM pick-up centre 
under the name ‘CEPHAS Enter-
prises’ at Kezieke North Block-3 in 
Kohima Town, opposite to old mini 
bus stand on March 16.

The opening of the new pick-up 
centre was blessed by Theyiesituo 
Kuotsu, assistant pastor of Christina 
Revival Church of Kohima village. 

According to the proprietor 
through a release, RCM which means 
right concept marketing is an MLM 
(Multi Level Marketing) business and 
is a branch of fashion suitings Pvt. 
Ltd. Bhilwara (Rajasthan) belong-
ing to the Chhabra Group dealing in 

textile products since 1977.
RCM was established in the year 

1986 and since then it has grown and 
expanded across the country with its 
varied products mostly FMCG (Fast 
Moving Consumer Goods). The com-
pany has a statistics of having more 
than 7 million distributors, more 
than 75 depots, more than 4,000 
PUC(s), more than 800 bazaars and 
shopping points, having hundreds 
of different products. RCM is known 
for its quality products and reason-
able pricing.

With the opening, the proprie-
tor was of the view that the pick-up 
centre is now a convenient place for 
the consumers to get easy access 
of the products and welcome all to 
CEPHAS Enterprises.

Dimapur, March 16 (EMN): Youth-
Net Centre of Excellence in partner-
ship with SIDBI Bank conducted 
a financial literacy camp for Sang-
somong, New Sangsomong and Ho-
longba village of Tuensang district. 

Resource person, branch man-
ager of SBI, Longkhim, Branjel Bora 

highlighted various bank schemes 
like Mudra, Stand Up India, how 
to use Udyaminitra portal and also 
additional  benefits like PMSBY, 
PMJJBY and  APY.

Financial management and 
YouthNet programmes and oppor-
tunities were also made aware to the 

villagers by the YouthNet executives. 
Chairman of Sangsomong vil-

lage Litingchem encouraged and 
urged the villagers to utilise the 
schemes offered. He also expressed 
his gratitude towards the SIDBI 
bank, YouthNet and SBI for bringing 
such awareness to the villages.

Dimapur, March 16 (EMN): Home Commissioner Ab-
hishek Singh has informed that a farewell function for 
the outgoing Chief Secretary Pankaj Kumar will be held 
on March 17 at 2 pm at the Secretariat Plaza, Nagaland 
Civil Secretariat in Kohima.

Principal Secretary and Commissioner Sentiyanger 
will deliver the welcome address while Additional Chief 
Secretary & Finance Commissioner Temjen Toy will 
deliver a speech on behalf of the Government.

Farewell speeches will be delivered by IAS, IPS, IFS, 
NCS, NPS, and NSS associations; Director SIRD Asenla 
Jamir; deputy commissioner, Tuensang, Jamithung; 
and grade-IV association.

The home commissioner has directed administra-
tive heads of department (AHoDs) and heads of the 
department (HoDs) to attend the function. 

The circular further informed departments de-
siring to make presentation / felicitation to contact 
8731009677 / 8258896057 for co-ordination.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 6 
(EMN):  As part of his 
North East Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan tour programme, 
the national convenor of 
Swachh Bharat, Yashwant 
Singh Darbar who is also 
the national vice presi-
dent of ST Morcha and 
director of Tribal Coop-
erative Marketing De-
velopment Federation 
Ltd., Government of India 
(TRIFED), will be on visit 
to Nagaland on March 

19 and 20th. This was in-
formed by BJP state gen-
eral secretary.

The convenor and his 
entourage will be arriving 
from Imphal  on March 19 
evening and inaugurate 
the State Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan Office at NST 
colony, near City Tower in 
Dimapur at 3 pm. 

The inauguration pro-
gramme will be will be fol-
lowed by a party meeting 
with the state office bear-

ers, state frontals and dis-
trict swachh bharat com-
mittees at Hotel Saramati 
at 3:30 pm, thereafter, ex-
clusive meeting with State 
ST Morcha office bearers.

On March 20, there 
will be a Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan, cleanliness drive 
at Dimapur Civil Hospital 
and Dimapur Commerce 
College from 6 am to 9 am. 

After cleanliness drive 
e, the convemor shall have 
an interactive with govern-

ment departments, Di-
mapur Municipal, NGOs, 
public leaders, party office 
bearers, state frontals, dis-
trict swachh bharat abhiy-
an committee members at 
1:30 pm at Hotel Saramati.

State Swachh Bharat 
convenor,  Imsu Jamir 
has requested BJP leg-
islators, Swachh Bharat 
ambassadors, concerned 
citizens above designated 
attendees to attend the 
programme positively.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 6 
(EMN): A participatory 
Rural Appraisal (PRA) ex-
ercise under the aegis of 
Swachh Bharat Mission 
(Gramin) was conducted 
for rural villages under 
Urban division PHED. The 
programme was spon-
sored by WSSO, PHED 
Nagaland. This was up-
dated by SDO (PHED) 
Chumukedima on Friday.

The Exercise was con-
ducted at Tenyiphe -I , 
Sovima, 7th Mile village, 

Unity village, 5th Mile 
Model village, Diphupar 
‘B’, Chumukedima A’, 
Virazouma, Tenyiphe 
-II ,  Toulazouma, Pa-
dumpukhuri, Aoyimti, 
Zani , L Hotovi and Sho-
zukhu under Chumuke-
dima block and Senjum 
village,  Kashiram, Ka-
shiram Ao, Signal Aoyim-
kum from Maintenance 
Sub-Division from March 
7-10th under respective 
sub-division staff and 
consultant.

The exercise was at-
tended by council mem-
bers, WATSAN commit-
tee, anganwadi workers, 
youth and students, wom-
en representative and 
NGOs comprising of 25 
members from a village. 
The appraisal consist of 
village profile, water sup-
ply, sanitation and toilets 
usage and the status of 
open defecation free of 
the district as well as the 
safe disposal of solid and 
liquid waste.        
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Pankaj Kumar (centre) Moangwati Aier (second, left) and others during the launch of the online bill 
payment in the office of the chief secretary in Kohima on March 16.

EM Images

Temjen Imna Along (left) with the proprietor of Uniglobe Enterprise Royal Enfield 
showroom Lanu Jamir at the launch of the Royal Enfield Thunderbird X on March 16. 

EM Images/ Caisü Mao

CM Chang, standing,  during interaction with departmental officials in 
Dimapur on March 16. 

Nagaland Governor PB Acharya, second from left, and the DGAR’s Lieutenant General Shokin Chauhan, at 
the governor’s left, during the visit of the army officer to the state on March 16. 

Members of Khrietho Peli-11 seen here at the celebration of their golden jubilee at Kohima village on 
March 16.

EM Images

Kohima peer group 
celebrates golden jubilee

Royal Enfield launches 
new variant of Thunderbird 

Forest minister assures to improve department

DGAR inaugurates cardamom processing plant

Lotha students decry govt. apathy

PHED launches online payment facility
STATE

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 16 (EMN): 
Public Health Engineer-
ing Department (PHED) 
has launched the online 
payment for water bill for 
the commercial estab-
lishments in Kohima on 
March 16. The online pay-
ment system was inaugu-
rated by the chief secretary 
Pankaj Kumar.

Addressing the launch-
ing programme, chief sec-
retary has congratulated 
the PHED department on 
their success in traduc-
ing the online payment of 
water bills in Kohima for 
the commercial establish-
ments. He hoped that the 
facilities would be made 
available to domestic con-
sumers soon.

He said the launching 
of online payment would 
benefit the commercial 
establishments, domestic 
consumer for both private 
and government. Kumar 
further encouraged the 
department to extend 
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~ ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ~
With a strong conviction to find a better platform 
to serve the people of my constituency - the 
8-Western Angami Assembly Constituency 
and my State, I had the opportunity to contest 
in the recently concluded General Election 
with the blessing of the Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP).I take this privilege 
to thank the NDPP President, Mr Chingwang 
Konyak and his colleagues, for believing in 
me and supporting my vision. Even though 
I could not be elected, I shall continue to 
serve our people in my humble capacity and also continue to pursue 
for achievement of our goal of a Good Government and a Flourishing 
Dignified People.

To all my supporters and well wishers, how I wish to come back to you 
personally and thank each one of you in your village or town colony or 
wherever you are!. Although this is not possible, I say from the bottom 
of my heart that I am so thankful and so grateful to all of you for coming 
out in thousands and voted for me and also for all your immeasurable 
sacrifices and services. Remembering you all in our prayers. 

I congratulate Shri. Keneizhakho Nakhro for having been elected to 
be the MLA for our Constituency.  My best wishes for his future endeavour. 

It is a matter of great joy that a new Government under the aegis 
of the People’s Democratic Alliance (PDA) has been installed under the 
dynamic leadership of the Chief Minister Shri Neiphiu Rio. It is our hope 
and prayer that the PDA government will provide stability and bring the 
much needed change which the people of Nagaland have long been 
yearning for.

Sd/-
(KEVISEKHO KRUSE)

NDPP Candidate
8-Western Assembly Constituency

K-1607 

their services to other dis-
tricts to avail the facilities 
of online payment of water 
bills.

“The state has been 
trying to deliver services 
to the citizens giving more 

option to facilitate better 
facilities for payment of 
bills. With this initiative, 
the department has start-
ed with the power sector 
and now in eight towns of 
the state, the online billing 

is operational, and that the 
consumers can pay their 
bills easily,” he added.

Stating that there was 
no scheme with the PHED 
department for online 
payment projects, he said 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, March 16: Royal En-
field has launched new variant of 
Thunderbird 350cc and 500cc in 
Dimapur on March 16. The new 
variants of the two wheelers was 
launched the minister of higher 
and technical education, Temjen 
Imna Along, at the Uniglobe En-
terprise Royal Enfield showroom, 
located at Nyamo Lotha road, 
Dimapur.

Thunderbird X 350cc is priced 
at INR 1, 56,721 and Thunderbird 
X 500cc at INR 1, 98, 747. Thun-
derbird X 350 cc is available in 
roving red and whimsical white 
colours and Thunderbird X 500 
in getaway orange and drifter 
blue colours.  The launching of 
Royal Enfield Thunderbird X was 
attended by members from the 
United Royal Riders and Naga-
land Motorcycle Club. 

PHED has taken up the 
initiatives with zero budg-
et, which according to him 
was laudable. He also ap-
preciated the Information 
Technology department 
for guiding them.

Commissioner and 
secretary, Moangwati 
Aier, said that the online 
payment was only for 
commercial establish-
ments. He added that 
the department would 
launch programme for 
domestic consumers in 
near future. 

Stating that PHED has 
generated revenue of INR 
2.5 crores during 2017-
2018, he stated that the 
department has targeted 
to achieve revenue of 2.6 
crores very soon.

Stating that the online 
payment would help ad-
dress rush in payment 
of fees, he informed that 
the department has also 
planned to introduce the 
same facilities in other 11 
districts soon.

Dimapur, March 16 (EMN): Lotha 
Students’ Union (LSU) has ex-
pressed grieve at the turn of events 
in Government Higher Secondary 
School, Wokha, where normal 
classes were affected and the stu-
dents made to suffer without class-
room as the school has been locked 
for non-payment of the remaining 
pending bills by the concerned de-
partment to the contractor.

The work order was issued by 
the chief engineer PWD (housing) 
on dated 25th Aug. 2009, Letter No. 
LE(H)/TB/Estimate EDN/2007-08 
to M/s P Mha-Tum & CO and the 
said building was completed and 
inaugurated in September 2012 by 
the then education minister. How-
ever, the remaining bills amounting 
to almost INR 20, 00,000 was never 
cleared till date.

Subsequently, an ultimatum 
was served to the commissioner 
and secretary of school education 
by the contractor through the dep-
uty commissioner office, Wokha, 
dated 23rd June 2017, letter No. 
Dev-11/EDU/2/2017/142-2. A joint 
representation by Lotha Hoho (LH) 
and Lotha Students’ Union (LSU) 
was also submitted to the commis-
sioner and secretary of school edu-
cation on July 6, 2017, for clearance 
of bills, which fell on deaf ears.

LSU president Lipemo M 

Tsopoe and the general secre-
tary Ashanthung Humtsoe have 
questioned the concerned depart-
ment as to why the students were 
victimised for want of class rooms 
and made to live in constant fear 
of being shut out of the classroom. 
The union was of the view that the 
department could have solved the 
problem three to four years back 
and provide students a tension free 
studies environment.

The union stated that the con-
tractor had allowed the school 
authority to use the building on 
humanitarian ground till the com-
pletion of HSLC and HSSLC exami-
nation on March 29. The union has 
reminded the concerned authority 
to take the matter on priority before 
the contractor turn up to lock the 
same building.    

While affirming to defend the 
students’ rights, the union has 
requested the department to clear 
the pending bills at the earliest so 
that the students could attend the 
classes without any hindrance.

The union has further warned 
to take its own course of action if 
the concerned department fails to 
redress the issue, adding that the 
department and the concerned au-
thority would be held duly respon-
sible in the event of any untoward 
incident arising out of the issue.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 6 
(EMN):  Nagaland minister 
of Environment, Forests 
and Climate Change and 
Parliamentary Affairs CM 
Chang, has assured to ini-
tiate necessary measures 
to improve the functioning 
of the department and also 
take up the matter with the 
state government for al-
location of fund under the 
14th finance commission.

Chang stated this dur-
ing interaction with the 
department officials on his 
maiden visit to the Forest 
Complex in Dimapur on 
March 16. Stating that all 
those who are working 
for the forest department 
are his own family, Chang 

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 6 
(EMN): Director Gen-
eral of Assam Rifles, Lieu-
tenant General Shokin 
Chauhan, visited Naga-
land on March 16 and 
17 to review the security 
situation in the state. Be-
sides, he also inaugurated 
a cardamom processing 
plant in Mon. 

The Director General 
also called on the governor 
PB Acharya in which the 
latter complimented the 
DG Assam Rifles for the 
stupendous work done by 
the Assam Rifles during his 
tenure especially during 
the recently concluded 
state assembly elections 
in the state of Nagaland, 
Tripura and Meghalaya.

During his visit to HQ 
IGAR (N), the DG Assam 
Rifles addressed all ranks 
and appreciated their hard 
work, dedication and pro-
fessionalism. He further 
exhorted them to continue 
the good work and live up 

Kohima Bureau
K o h i m a ,  M a r c h  1 6 
(EMN) :  A peer group 
called Khrietho Peli No. 
11 (roughly translated 
in English known as 
Friendship Peer group) 
from Kohima village cel-
ebrated its golden jubi-
lee ‘Kiahe Rütso’ cum 
Sekrenyi festival at P 
Khel, Kohima village, on 
March 16.

The celebration was 
graced by Veneipra Pi-
enyü, Head GB of P Khel, 
president of Kohima Dis-
trict GB Association and 
finance secretary of Na-
galand GB Federation, as 
the chief guest.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Pienyü has stressed 

on the importance of pre-
serving and promoting 
Naga cultural traditions 
and heritage particularly 
for the upcoming gen-
eration. He expressed 
apprehension that Nagas 
might lose their identity 
and root with the change 
of time and infiltration of 
western culture. 

He has appreciated 
the peer group for their 
efforts in upholding and 
promoting the age-old 
cultural heritage through 
its various activities. 

It may be mentioned 
that Khrietho Peli No. 
11 was formed in the 
year 1987 with 103 mem-
bers. At present, it has 86 
members with 50 female 

and 36 male.
M e n u o l h o u l i e 

Mechülho, president of 
Khrietho Peli No 11, said 
since its formation, the 
group has been involved 
in various activities pro-
moting cultural heritage 
through folk songs and 
dances in different plat-
forms. He informed that 
the group has also been 
featured in National Ge-
ography Channel too.

Marking its celebra-
tion,  the peer group 
would inaugurate its 
jubilee monolith with 
Viluo-o Rutsa, treasurer 
of Angami Public Organi-
sation, as the chief guest 
at Peli Badze, P Khel on 
March 28.

urged the officers to work 
hard for the development 
of the state.

The minister was wel-
comed by Satya Prakash 
Tripathi, principal conser-
vator of forests and chief 

wildlife warden, and other 
senior forest officers and 
staff.

The minister had an 
interactive meeting with 
the officers and staff, both 
technical as well as min-

isterial. The minister gave 
an opportunity to all offic-
ers and staff to speak and 
express on the problems 
faced by them.

Satya Prakash Tripathi 
spoke about functioning 
of the wildlife wing, exist-
ing sanctuaries and the 
lone National Park in Na-
galand - Intangki National 
Park. He also spoke about 
the success story of 18 
Community Conserva-
tion Areas (CCAs) which 
were converted into com-
munity reserves by the 
state government and the 
funding of these commu-
nity reserve projects by 
the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forests and Climate 

Change, Government of 
India, New Delhi.

He also emphasised 
the need of notification of 
all CCAs into community 
reserves by the state gov-
ernment and subsequent 
funding by the ministry 
for the benefit of the de-
partment as well as the 
communities owning 
these CCAs. He further 
highlighted on shortage of 
fund in the department for 
execution of works.

Wildlife warden of Di-
mapur/ Kiphire; director 
of Nagaland Zoological 
Park; divisional forest of-
fice, Dimapur; and FUO, 
Dimapur, also spoke on 
the occasion.

to the motto “Friends of 
the North East People.”

The Director Gener-
al Assam Rifles also in-
augurated a cardamom 
processing plant worth 
INR 40 lacs in Mon, which 
has been constructed and 
dedicated to the local pop-
ulace by the Assam Rifles. 

Since Mon district 
is the largest producer 
of cardamom in Naga-
land, inception of the 
plant would boost to 
the farmers and trad-
ing of cardamom in the 
Eastern Nagaland. The 
processing plant would 
not only benefit 133 vil-

lages of Mon district but 
people from villages of 
neighbouring districts of 
Longleng and Tuensang.

The plant has the ca-
pacity to process 2000 kgs 
of cardamom in a cycle 
of 20 hours. The process 
would not only prevent 
wastage, which is inherent 

to the traditional process-
ing, but also give an oppor-
tunity to the farmers to cut 
down on the prevalence 
of middle men thereby 
providing proper value to 
the actual farmers.

The processing plant 
would be run through 
a cooperative society 
formed by Mon village 
council on no profit basis, 
which would be available 
to any desirous person 
irrespective of tribe, clan, 
social, ethnic and geo-
graphical background at 
the cost specified by the 
society so as to generate 
funds for its operations 
and maintenance.  

The Director General 
Assam Rifles conveyed his 
best wishes to the people 
of Nagaland for a bright, 
amiable and prosperous 
future and appealed them 
to closely associate and 
trust the Assam Rifles as 
true friends of the North 
East people.



4 REGION
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Saturday, March 17, 2018

Imphal, March 16 (PTI): Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi today 
dubbed the north east the new 
engine for India’s development 
and said the country’s growth 
story will remain incomplete 
till the east comes at par with 
the west.

Modi laid stress on infra-
structure development in the 
region and said in 2014 Manipur 
had 1,200 km of declared length 
of the national highways.

“But in the last four years 
we have declared another 460 
km length of roads as national 
highways”, he said.

The prime minster said now 
seven out of eight states were 
connected by rail network and 
projects were underway to con-
nect the remaining state capi-
tals, including Imphal, to broad 
gauge network.

“I have always maintained 
that India’s growth story shall 
never be complete until the east-
ern part of our country progress-
es at par with the western part. 
The north east can be the new 
engine of India’s growth,” he 
said.

The prime minister was 
speaking at a function for the 
foundation stone laying cer-

emony and dedication of mul-
tiple development projects in 
Manipur.

Lauding the work of the Bi-
ren Singh-led government in 
the state, Modi said, “Last year 
I told you what the Congress 
government could not do in 
last 15 years we would do in 15 

months. The BJP government 
has done more work in less than 
15 months.” 

He said the BJP government 
was able to solve the law and 
order problem in the state even 
though three months were still 
left for the completion of 15 
months.

Modi said there were no cor-
ruption charges against the 
government and infrastructure 
development was going on at 
a great speed, unlike ever seen 
before.

The state government was 
working to reduce the problems 
faced by girls in hill and tribal 

areas for their education, he 
said.

“The state government has 
also undertaken construction of 
a new hostel for girls in tribal ar-
eas. I’m fortunate to inaugurate 
one such hostel today”, Modi 
said.

He said the Centre had sanc-
tioned 10 India Reserve Bat-
talions for north-eastern states, 
including two battalions for 
Manipur.

They would directly provide 
job opportunities to about 2,000 
youths in the state, the prime 
minister said.

He also said that 438 people, 
including 136 women, from the 
north-eastern states had joined 
the Delhi Police.

Modi, who laid foundation 
stones for accommodation for 
teachers, doctors and nurses 
at 19 specified locations, said 
they faced hardships due to lack 
of proper accommodations in 
remote areas and hill districts.

The prime minister inaugu-
rated 1000 Anganwadi centers 
in the state and a park dedicated 
to Rani Gaidinliu. He said the 
woman power in the state had 
always been a source of inspira-
tion for the country.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, March 16 (EMN): The Au-
tonomous State Demand Com-
mittee (ASDC), Karbi Student’s 
Association (KSA) and Karbi Nimso 
Chingthur Asong (KNCA) is set to 
jointly organise a mass democratic 
movement for a Hill State compris-
ing of Karbi Anglong and Dima 
Hasao as part of the initial steps.

The mass demonstration will 
be held on March 26 at Diphu. This 
was informed by the President of 
ASDC Holiram Terang during a 
press conference held at ASDC of-
fice premises on March, 16 Friday.

Addressing the press confer-
ence, Terang informed that a mem-
orandum would be submitted to 

the Prime Minister of India through 
the Deputy commissioner of Karbi 
Anglong on that very day. 

The organisations has appealed 
to all sections of the people includ-
ing students, youths, women folks , 
peasants and workers and the local 
media to help and co-operate in 
every way so that the government 
would get the true and clear mes-
sage of the hill people.

A statement issued during the 
press conference stated that when 
all sections of the hill people are 
yearning to be free from the clutch 
of the suffocation hold of the cen-
tral and state governments, the hill 
people of Karbi Anglong and Dima 
Hasao continue to be subjected to 

subjugation, exploitation, neglect 
and deprivation by the ruling dis-
pensation in Delhi and Dispur.

Also, it stated that the estab-
lished national parties are trying 
to hoodwink the people by raising 
the issue of autonomous state now 
and then. The people are now quite 
aware of the game of deception 
being played by the ruling BJP, the 
veteran Congress and their pliable 
cohort.

When enquired about the 
present scenario of execution pow-
er of KAAC, Terang said that the 
erosion of autonomy in KAAC was 
visible during the regime of ASDC 
government in KAAC and that there 
were direct appointment to grade-4 
to grade-1 employees, including 
engineer, college teachers and 
principal but now it is not possible 
to do with KAAC. With the erosion 
of Autonomy in KAAC,  there are 30 
departments under KAAC with full 
power, added Terang.

When queried about the border 
demarcation, Terang said that it is a 
state’s subject and not the council 
but the state government are not 
interested in solving the matter of 
border issue since decade. 

It is an urgency and an urgent 
issue to solve the border issue inter-
state and inter-district boundary 
as well. 

Leaders of KNCA, and KSA were 
present in the press conference.

Shillong, March 16 (IANS): 
Meghalaya Governor Gan-
ga Prasad on Friday said 
that the state’s new Meg-
halaya Democratic Alli-
ance government headed 
by Conrad Sangma will 
embark on many initia-
tives and programmes in 
the coming years that will 
set a new benchmark for 
development.

In his address to the 
assembly at the start of 
the budget session, he said 
that the government’s pol-
icies and programmes will 
be carried forward to lay a 
“new benchmark for de-
velopment and prosper-
ity” and the state would be 
able to make rapid strides 
towards empowering its 
people in realising their 
dreams through collective 
efforts.

Prasad, who became 
the first Governor to ad-
dress the assembly in 
Hindi, also listed achieve-
ments of the previous 
Congress-led Meghalaya 
United Alliance govern-
ment led by Mukul Sang-
ma.

Noting that the internal 
security situation has also 
significantly improved in 
the state, he praised both 
the Meghalaya Police and 
Central paramilitary forces 
for their commendable 
job despite facing con-
straints of difficult terrain 
and poor communication 
infrastructure.

He said the govern-
ment’s recent approach 
to facilitate surrendered 
cadres of different militant 
organisations to take ad-
vantage of a rehabilitation 
package and assimilate in 
the national mainstream 
by involving the Church 
and community leaders 
with the aid of the district 
administration and police 
have yielded results.

On the vexed inter-
state border dispute with 
Assam, Prasad said that 
the areas of differences 
are being monitored con-
tinuously even as he said 
that efforts are on to solve 
these differences and ef-
fective mechanisms at the 
level of the Chief Ministers 
and Chief Secretaries have 

been created for securing 
a permanent solution to 
the issue.

Noting the situation 
on the border remained 
peaceful due to improved 
relations with Bangla-
desh, he however, said 
that the state is com-
mitted to complete the 
remaining fencing at a 
fast pace “to effectively 
contain influx of Bangla-
deshi nationals and trans-
border movement and 
activities of militants and 
anti-social elements”.

He also told the assem-
bly that the state govern-
ment is also in the process 
of implementing a new 
initiative of creating facili-
tation centres at various 
entry and exit points on 
the inter-state border with 
Assam to check the en-
try of illegal migrants and 
other suspicious persons.

Prasad said that special 
juvenile police units have 
been set up in all district 
headquarters, while the 
Special Superintendent of 
Police, CID has been noti-
fied as Nodal Officer on 

trafficking of women and 
childre.

He said that 181 Wom-
en Helpline is functional, 
a track the missing child 
portal has been set upand 
one stop crisis centre has 
been set up at Ganesh Das 
Hospital here for victims of 
sexual assault. 

The Governor also 
said that two externally-
aided projects, namely, 
the Community Led Eco-
System Management 
Project for micro-sheds 
not covered under Inte-
grated Watershed Man-
agement Programme to 
reverse progressive de-
forestation, unscientific 
quarrying and mining 
and stabilize critically im-
portant hydrological serv-
ice at village level and the 
Integrated Transport Sec-
tor Development Project 
for Improvement of Liveli-
hood and Empowerment 
of Women in Remote Trib-
al Areas for road connec-
tivity have been cleared by 
the Central government 
for implementation in 
the state. 

Shillong, March 16 (PTI): Lead-
er of the opposition Mukul 
Sangma of the Congress, who 
was elected from two Assembly 
seats in the February 27 polls, 
today resigned from Ampati, his 
old constituency, an Assembly 
official said.

The former chief minister 
was elected for six consecutive 
times from Ampati in South 
West Garo Hills district and this 
time also contested success-
fully from Songsak in East Garo 
Hills district. “We have received 
the resignation letter of Mukul 
Sangma from Ampati Assembly 
constituency, one of the two 
constituencies he was elected 
from,” Assembly commissioner 
and secretary Andrew Simons 
told PTI.

Sangma was ousted from 
power on March 7 though the 
Congress emerged as the single-
largest party in the elections.

“Songsak is a constituency 
which requires lots of nurturing, 
lots of attention and I would 
love to do so,” Sangma told 
journalists, claiming that he 
inherited Ampati constituency 
in a similar state where develop-
ment was missing.

Sangma, who was the chief 
minister since 2010, defeated 
his nearest BJP rival Bakul Ch 
Hajong by over 6,000 votes in 
Ampati. In Songsak, he defeat-
ed his nearest National People’s 
Party rival Nihim D Shira by 
over 1,300 votes.

Congress sources said Sang-
ma’s eldest daughter Miani D 
Shira could be the party candi-
date from Ampati when by-poll 
would be held there. 

Sangma’s wife Dikkanchi 
D Shira and brother Zenith M 
Sangma also won the Assembly 
election. The Congress’ strength 
now is 20 in the House of 60.

Agartala, March 16 (PTI): Jishnu 
Devbarman, Deputy Chief Minister 
of Tripura and BJP candidate from 
Charilam seat took oath as member 
of the state Assembly today.

I congratulate the voters of my 
constituency for casting such a huge 
number of votes in favour of me. I 
also congratulate the people of my 
state for forming the BJP-Indigenous 
People s Front of Tripura government 
, he told reporters afterWARDS.

Good governance, rule of law 
and implementation of flagship pro-

grammes of the central government 
would be our objective , he added.

Devburman had won with a 
record margin of 25,550 votes, su-
perseding all past records of vic-
tory margin in the state s assem-
bly election. Election in Charilam 
was countermanded following the 
death of CPI-M candidate Ram-
endra Narayan Debbarma a week 
before February 18 election in the 
state.  Polling in the seat was held 
on March 12 and results were an-
nounced yesterday.

Dimapur, March 16 (EMN): The 11th 
Assam Rifles of 26 Sector Assam Ri-
fles under the aegis of Headquarter 
IGAR (South) organised a motiva-
tional lecture “Join Armed Forces” 
at T’Minou village, Moreh on Wed. 
March 15. A total of 67 locals includ-
ing 57 males, eight females and 
two children attended the lecture 
informed a press note from the AR. 

The lecture was aimed to cre-
ate awareness on joining armed 

forces and to provide insight into 
various opportunities being offered 
on choosing military as a career. 
The young enthusiasts it informed 
were enlightened on various types 
of entries including the recruitment 
procedure and were briefed on the 
service benefits as well. The lecture 
not only motivated them to join the 
armed forces but also laid a founda-
tion for promoting patriotism among 
the youths, stated the press note.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 6 
(EMN): A big step in en-
hancement of transpar-
ency through digitisation 
has been taken by NF 
Railway as Rangiya sta-
tion of Rangiya division 
becomes the first station 
of NF Railway to imple-
ment full automation of 
the Train Signal Register 
(TSR). This was informed 
in a press note from the NF 
Railway Maligaon issued 
on March 16. 

“Train Signal Regis-
ter is a document to be 
maintained by the Station 
Master where all records 
of passing trains including 
time of entry to station 
limit, time of departure 
and all associated process-
es are recorded”, it stated. 

The existing practice 
is that the data is manu-
ally entered by the Station 
Master every time a train 
crosses the station. The 
process however has been 
automated in Rangiya sta-
tion where software de-
signed by CRIS (Centre 
for Railway Information 
System) has been installed 
which records all actual 
details of passing trains. 
This results in high level of 
transparency and leaves 
the Station Master with 
more time to concentrate 
on safety aspects. Moreo-
ver there is no possibility 
of altering or fudging the 
data. The automated Train 
Signal Register (TSR) is a 
legal document and can 
be very useful as a genuine 

source of information dur-
ing enquiries of accidents 
etc.

There has been exten-
sive digitisation of train 
planning and monitor-
ing in railways with the 
commissioning of the 
COA (Control Office Ap-
plication), where the en-
tire process of charting 
of train has been compu-
terised and the train con-
trol rooms of all Divisions 
across India have been 
connected in real time 
basis.  This has minimised 
human interference and 
increased efficiency of op-
erational planning – giving 
benefit like timely run-
ning of trains and better 
planning of precedence, 
it stated.

Tura (Meghalaya), March 16 (PTI): An 
undertrial William A Sangma, who was 
allegedly involved in several incidents of 
crime, today escaped from police custody 
at the Tura Civil Hospital, the police said.

William A Sangma and another pris-
oner Rongsang A Sangma had com-
plained of medical problems and were 
admitted to the Tura Civil Hospital last 
evening and fled at about 7.05 am.

“Preliminary reports available with 
us state that this morning when the 
nurses went into the Undertrial Prisoner 
(UTP) room, Rongsang tried to snatch 
a gun from the police personnel posted 
there. When the policemen were busy 
protecting their arms, both the prison-
ers escaped. Though Rongsang was ap-
prehended before he could flee, William 
managed to escape,” said SP of West Garo 
Hills, MGR Kumar.

A high alert has been sounded follow-

ing the escape of the former chief of the 
Achik National Cooperative Army (ANCA) 
which was a group of hardened criminals 
involved in various crimes including 
murder, extortion and kidnapping among 
other such activities in and around the 
Garo Hills.

“We have mobilised extra teams to 
ensure that he is caught again while also 
setting up check points across all major 
exit points. Search parties have also been 
deployed to nab him,” the SP said.

The police have announced a cash 
reward for information leading to the 
capture of the escapee.

Earlier, the former ANCA leader ran 
away from custody in Mendipathar in 
2014 to form a criminal gang. He was 
once again apprehended in Goalpara 
district by a joint team of the police and 
the Army before being pushed into Meg-
halaya in the month of March, 2017.

Itanagar, March 16 (PTI): The 
Centre has identified 18 border 
villages in Arunachal Pradesh 
which will be developed into 
model ones, Union Minister of 
State for Home Affairs Kiren Rijiju 
today said.

Addressing a press conference 
here, Rijiju said the Home Minis-
try’s move would help in curbing 
migration from these villages.

Under the Border Area De-
velopment Programme (BADP), 
Singbir in West Siang and Gelling 
in Upper Siang would be adopted 
as model villages in the first phase, 
for which Rs 23.14 crore has been 
sanctioned, Rijiju said.

The remaining 16 villages have 

been sanctioned Rs 2 crore each.
The model villages will have all 

the basic amenities and focus on 
all the priority sectors like health, 
water, electricity and infrastruc-
ture, the minister said. He added 
that funds for the model villages 
would be separated from the 
regular border area development 
programme that are funded an-
nually to border areas.

Recognizing the contribution 
made by Vivekananda Kendra 
Vidhyalayas (VKVs) in the field of 
education in the state, the Home 
Ministry also sanctioned Rs 80 
crore for establishing new VKVs 
as well as upgrading the existing 
ones.

“An amount of Rs 60 crore has 
been sanctioned for establish-
ment of new VKVs at Anini, Lazu, 
Nafra and Mukto while the rest 
will be utilised to upgrade the 
existing VKVs at Amliang, Niusa, 
Koloriang and Chayangtajo,” 
Rijiju said.

Somce most of the ITBP (Indo 
Tibetan Border Police) deploy-
ment is at Arunachal Pradesh, for 
better management of Indo-Chi-
na border, the Frontier Headquar-
ter of ITBP would now be shifted 
from Shillong to Itanagar, he said.

The Sector Headquarter of 
ITBP would be established at 
Likabali in Lower Siang district 
and the Battalion Headquarter 

would now be retained at Basar 
instead of shifting to Dibrugarh 
in Assam as was earlier decided. 

Arunachal Pradesh would 
also get a National Disaster Re-
sponse Force (NDRF) battalion 
headquarter which would be 
established at Holongi near here 
for Rs 153 crore, Rijiju said and 
added that the state would also 
get two Indian Reserve battalions 
of its own. 

For strengthening police in-
frastructure in troubled Tirap, 
Changlang and Longding dis-
tricts, a revised project with esti-
mated cost of Rs 212.85 crore has 
been sanctioned by the ministry, 
he said.

Imphal, March 16 (IANS): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday urged scientists “to spend 100 hours 
a year” with school students to teach them various 
aspects of science.

Modi made the remarks after inaugurating the 
five-day Indian Science Congress at the Manipur 
University here.

“I appeal to the scientists to spend at least 100 
hours a year with 100 school students of classes 9 to 
11 to teach them the aspects of science. This will go 
a long way in exposing the students to science,” he 
said in his speech.

Modi pointed out that this was the second Sci-
ence Congress in the northeastern region in the last 
100 years. 

Over 5,000 invitees are taking part, including 
2,000 research scholars and scientists. 

Stating that the World Health Organisation was 
planning to eradicate tuberculosis globally by 2030, 
he said India would accomplish this mission by 2025. 

Modi appreciated the contribution in space sci-
ence and said the country would check the brain 
drain of its scientists.

He urged scientists to help overcome problems 
like malnutrition and diseases including malaria and 
Japanese encephalitis.

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the launch of development projects in Imphal on Friday. Also seen (L-R) Union Minister Jitendra 
Singh, Manipur Governor Dr. Najma Heptulla, CM N. Biren Singh and Sports Minister Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore. 

Northeast can be new engine for India’s growth — PM

Orgs. of KA to hold mass movement for hill state Congrad Sangma government will lay new 
benchmark for development — Governor

Mukul Sangma leaves old 
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Devburman sworn in as Tripura assembly member

AR conducts lecture on joining armed forces
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automation in train working

Notorious criminal escapes police custody again

18 model villages to come up along China border in Arunachal

Modi wants scientists to 
spend time with students
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PTI
Bollywood actress Kriti Sanon takes a selfie  during a mobile launch in New Delhi on Thursday. 

Mumbai, March 16 
(IANS): India’s current 
account deficit (CAD) wid-
ened to $13.5 billion during 
the third quarter of  2017-
18 from $7.2 billion in the 
second quarter and $8 bil-
lion in the corresponding 
period in 2016-17, Reserve 
Bank of  India (RBI) data 
showed on Friday.

“India’s CAD at $13.5 
billion (2 per cent of  GDP) 
in Q3 of  2017-18 increased 
from $8 billion (1.4 per 
cent of  GDP) in Q3 of  
2016-17 and $7.2 billion 
(1.1 per cent of  GDP) in 
the preceding quarter,” the 
RBI said.

“The widening of  the 
CAD on a year-on-year 
(y-o-y) basis was prima-
rily on account of  a higher 
trade deficit ($44.1 billion) 
brought about by a larger 
increase in merchandise 
imports relative to ex-
ports.”

According to the RBI, 
net services receipts in-
creased by 17.8 per cent on 

a y-o-y basis mainly on the 
back of  a rise in net earn-
ings from software services 
and travel receipts.

“Private transfer re-
ceipts, mainly representing 
remittances by Indians em-
ployed overseas, amounted 
to $17.6 billion, increasing 
by 16 per cent from their 
level a year ago,” the RBI 
said.

“In the financial ac-
count, net foreign direct in-
vestment at $4.3 billion in 
Q3 of  2017-18 was lower 
than US$ 9.7 billion in 
Q3 of  2016-17. Portfolio 
investment recorded net 
inflow of $5.3 billion in Q3 
of  2017-18 - as against an 
outflow of $11.3 billion in 
Q3 last year - on account of  
net purchases in both the 
debt and equity markets.”

The RBI added that in 
Q3 2017-18, there was an 
accretion of  $ 9.4 billion 
to the foreign exchange 
reserves (on BoP basis) as 
against depletion of  $1.2 
billion in Q3 of  2016-17.

Bengaluru, March 16 (IANS): State-run Bharat Elec-
tronics Ltd (BEL) on Friday said it has paid the govern-
ment Rs 262 crore interim dividend for fiscal 2017-18.

“Our Chairman M.V. Gowtama presented a cheque 
bearing the interim dividend amount to Defence Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman in New Delhi on Thursday,” 
said the company in a statement here.

The city-based listed firm declared 160 per cent in-
terim dividend or Rs 1.60 per share of  Rs 10 face value 
to all its shareholders for this fiscal.

“This is the 14th consecutive year we have paid in-
terim dividend. The total dividend paid to investors, in-
cluding the government on its paid-up capital was 225 
per cent for the previous fiscal (2016-17),” BEL said.

New Delhi, March 16 (IANS): Online re-
cruitment service provider Monster India 
on Friday said it has signed a MoU with the 
Indian Navy Placement Agency to provide 
retired and shortly retiring navy personnel 
with alternate career opportunities in the 
corporate sector.

“Monster India aims to list more than 
1,000 opportunities in the next 12 months 
(on monsterindia.com) with a target of in-
creasing this number to 2,000 opportunities 
by the year 2020,” it said in a statement.

The focus would be on identifying op-

portunities in sectors such as capital goods 
industries, information technology (IT), 
and IT-enabled services, security space, mi-
cro, small and medium enterprises and so 
on, the statement said.

Abhijeet Mukherjee, CEO, monster.
com (APAC and Middle East) said, “We 
aim to assist retired navy veterans with 
customised job opportunities in accord-
ance with their skill set. Moreover, Monster 
India will regularly provide the candidates 
with job fairs, interview etiquette tips, ca-
reer recommendations.”

New Delhi, March 16 (IANS): Telecom 
services provider Bharti Airtel on Friday an-
nounced the availability of Samsung’s latest 
flagship Galaxy S9 and S9+ smartphones 
on its online store where users can buy the 
64GB variant of Galaxy S9 and S9+ for a 
down payment of Rs 9,900.

Buyers have to pay subsequent 24 
monthly instalments of Rs 2,499 and Rs 
2,799 for Galaxy S9 and S9+ respectively.

The devices were launched in India 
earlier this month. The price of Galaxy S9 
starts at Rs 57,900 and the S9+ starts at Rs 
64,900. The monthly instalments for both 
the devices will include a postpaid plan 
with 80GB data, unlimited calling and sub-
scription to exciting content such as one-
year Amazon Prime membership, Airtel 

Secure, Airtel TV and Wynk Music, the 
company said.

Airtel’s online store is a platform where 
prospective buyers can get budget-friend-
ly down payment options and bundled 
monthly plans. “We are happy to have 
the latest Samsung flagship on our online 
store. We have made it very convenient 
for customers to own this premium device 
by removing the price barrier and offering 
instant financing,” Vani Venkatesh, Chief  
Marketing Officer, Bharti Airtel, said in a 
statement. Samsung’s “Dual Aperture” 
(F1.5/F2.4) in S9+ -- the world’s first such 
feature in any smartphone -- automatically 
lets in more light when it is dark and less 
light when it is too bright, taking photos 
that are crisp and clear.

New Delhi, March 16 
(IANS): The Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB) on 
Friday signed a $120 mil-
lion loan agreement with 
India to improve opera-
tional efficiency of Indian 
railways by double-tracking 
and electrification of tracks 
along high-density corri-
dors.

The loan is part of the 
$500 million multi-tranche 
financing facility for rail-
way sector investment pro-
gramme approved by the 
ADB board in 2011. 

The loan amount will 
be used to complete the on-
going works commenced 
under earlier tranches, a 
government statement said.

Department of Eco-
nomic Affairs Joint Sec-
retary (Multilateral Insti-
tutions) Sameer Kumar 
Khare said the programme 
will help develop an energy-
efficient, safe, and reliable 

India’s Q3 
CAD widens 
to $13.5 bn

ADB to lend $120 mn for improving 
Indian rail infrastructure

Credit cost to rise as LoUs issuance 
discontinued—SBI Ecowrap

Monster, Indian Navy ink MoU 
for jobs to retired personnel

BEL pays government  
INR 262 cr interim dividend

Samsung Galaxy S9, S9+ available 
for INR 9,900 on Airtel online store

Owner Name: Rakesh Kumar Singh 
Model: APACHE RTR 160
Lost on 18th Feb. 2018 at Dimapur
Colour: New Blue
Chassis No: MD634KE43G2P71889
Engine No: 0E4PG2118389
Contact No: 9774239965 D
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LOST NOTICE 

I, Pawan Kashliwal 
(Old Name) should be 
known, Pawan Kumar 
Jain (New Name) by 
Affidavit No.131/18, 
Dt 16/03/2018 D
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CHANGE OF NAME

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur 13.03.18

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No. M.20/18  Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
1) Nibu Nagi, 2) Bajranlal Bazari -Vrs- Bajranlal Bazari 
resident of Supply Road Town/Village in the District 
of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do 
hereby invites claims/objections concerning to the said 
land, if any & should be submitted to this court in writing 
on or before 14.04.2018.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Nibu Nagi
Village/Block No: 6, Patta No: 525
Dag No: 772, Area: 00B-02K-09 Ls

NOTICE

D-5128

NOTICE INVITATING OTHER CLAIMENTS TO REPRESENTATION TO COME 
FORWARD (SECTION 375 OF THE INDIAN SUCCESSION ACT 1925)

In the court of Smti Sara S. Jamir 
Additional Deputy Commissioner  

Dimapur District Nagaland.
Whereas application under succession Act 1925 for grant 
of Succession Certificate for the estate of Late. Nzamo 
Lotha Deseased, has been filed by Shri/Smti Ghotoni Aye 
relation Wife R/o. Xuvihe Colony Dimapur to draw his/
her family pension, Bank Acct, etc who expire on 18.1.18

Notice is hereby given that any person having interest 
in the administration of the estate of the said deceased, 
may if he/she so desires appear in this court within 30 day 
of 16.4.18.

Given under the hand and seal of the court this 15th 
day of 3/18.

Sd/- Addl. Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland.

D-5130

IN THE GAUHATI HIGH COURT
(THE HIGH COURT OF ASSAM, NAGALAND, MIZORAM AND ARUNACHAL PRADESH)

KOHIMA BENCH

WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) NO. 257 (K)/2017. 
Shri. L. Bango Phom & Ors ... Petitioners.

-Versus-
The State of Nagaland & Ors. .... Respondents.

To,
1. Shri. H. Longgang Phom s/o L. Maipen  Phom, W/C S.A, EE, PWD (R&B) 

Longleng Division, Longleng, Nagaland.
2. Shri. P. Langi Phom S/o Pangting  Phom, W/C S.A, EE, PWD (R&B) Longleng 

Division, Longleng, Nagaland.
3. Shri. Lamten Phom S/o Ngiyu Phom, W/C S.A, EE, PWD (R&B) Longleng 

Division, Longleng, Nagaland.
4. Shri. C. lshu Phom S/o L. Chingkhu Phom, W/C S.A, EE, PWD (R&B) Longleng 

Division, Longleng, Nagaland.
5. Shri. L. Leivang Phom S/o Longkam Phom, W/C S.A, EE, PWD (R&B) Longleng 

Division, Longleng, Nagaland.
6. Shri. N. Wongpom Phom S/o Ngulau Phom, W/C S.A, EE, PWD (R&B) 

Longleng Division, Longleng, Nagaland.
7. Shri. L. Phonglei Phom S/o Longshak Phom, W/C S.A, EE, PWD (R&B) 

Longleng Division, Longleng, Nagaland.
8. Shri. T. Phudang Phom S/o Taulong Phom, W/C S.A, EE, PWD (R&B) Longleng 

Division, Longleng, Nagaland.
9. Shri. T. Bongshem Phom S/o Tautang Phom, W/C S.A, EE, PWD (R&B) 

Longleng Division, Longleng, Nagaland.
WHEREAS the petitioners, Shri. L. Bango Phom, has instituted Writ petition 

(Civil) No. 257 (K)/2017 jointly and severally against you for, among others, 
quashing and setting aside the Seniority List of Work Charge employees(Scale 
pay) Longleng Division PWD(R&B) as of March 2017. You are hereby summoned 
to appear in the Court in person or by a pleader duly instructed and able to answer 
all material questions relating to the writ petition on the day of 2nd May 2018, 
without fail.

Take notice that in default of your appearance on the day before mentioned 
the writ petition shall be heard and determined in your absence.

By order of the Court
Deputy Registrar (Judicial)

Gauhati High Court, Kohima Bench.
K-1606

DECLARATION  
I, Smti. I. Atoli, W/o. Lt. I. Akum Ao aged about 64 years resident of 5th Mile, Model Village, 
D Khel, Dimapur, in the district of Dimapur, Nagaland, do hereby solemnly affirm on oath and 
declare as under:- 
1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India. 
2. That my name is I. Atoli and have entered my correct name in all other official documents 

whereas, my name was erroneously entered as I. Atoli Akum in SBI Bank pass book 
No.30758324351. 

3. That the name I. Atoli and I. Atoli Akum pertains and refer to one and the same person i.e., 
me. 

4. That the purpose of swearing this Affidavit is to declare that wherever I. Atoli and I. Atoli 
Akum is appeared may be treated as I. Atoli by competent authority. 

5. That the statements made above are all true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 
nothing material therein. 

Solemnly sworn before me on this 16th March Day 2018. 
DEPONENT

Otoka H. Yeptho 
Notary Public

D-5129

Regd. No.339/2018  Date: 16/03/18

FOR SALE 
Two storey RCC building  

with 13 rooms 
At Borlingiri at Dimapur  

near Mandir 
Price 90 Lakh (negotiable)
Contact No. 9378125272

D-5133

VACANCY
1Boys Warden for Hostellers

(B.A Graduate or Theology 
Graduate) required for reputable 

School in Dimapur, Nagaland 
Salary Rs 10,000 Kindly  
Contact 8119000792.

D-5134

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Shri. ATHA S/O LT. VAKRASALE LEHO resident of Dzüvürü (Poterland) 
Kohima  has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian 
Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late 
mother-.  Bank A/C No.34756878074 SBI Bazar Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 
30.12.2015.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 
1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
N0.JUDL/SUCC/91/2018-II Dated Kohima, the 5th Feb, 2018

KG-2388

Applications are hereby invited for filling up the following posts 
of Pharmacist (Gr -II) under the Department of Police Headquarter, 
Nagaland in plain paper with all relevant/ required documents.

Name of the 
post

No of 
vacancies

Pay scale Qualification

Pharmacists 
Gr-II

12 Rs 5200 •20200
with Grade pay
Rs 2800/- p.m

D.Pharm/B.Pham/ 
M.Pharm course 
from recognized 
institute only 
and registered 
from the State 
Pharmacy Council

Application is to be submitted to the Director General of Police, 
PHQ, Nagaland, Kohima. Last date of receiving application is on 
15/04/2018. Interview date will be informed through calling letter.

ADVERTISEMENT.
NO.PHQ (A-II)82/2014/2046    Dated Kohima, the 16th March’ 18.
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE

NAGALAND :::: KOHIMA.

Sd/-
(RUPIN SHARMA)IPS 

Director General of Police 
Nagaland, Kohima

Candidates are invited to attend the Walk-in-Interview for the post of Guest Faculty 
on contractual basis for the department of Agricultural Extension, SASRD, Nagaland 
University, Medziphema on 22nd March 2018. 

SI. 
No. Department No. of 

Post Honorarium Eligibility Criteria

1 Agricultural 
Extension.

1
Rs.1000/-per 
Lecture, not 
exceeding  

Rs. 25,000/- 
Per month

M.Sc. (Ag.)in Agricultural 
Extension/Extension Education 

from UGC/ICAR recognised 
Institutions/University with 

NET/Ph.D

N.B: 
1. The engagement is purely on contractual basis and does not confer any right to claim 

regular appointment in future. 
2. Candidates should bring a brief resume along with passport size photograph, 

photocopy of educational qualifications and other testimonials. 
3. TA/DA is not admissible for attending the Interview. 
4. Interview shall be held on 22nd March 2018 at SASRD, Nagaland University, 

Medziphema Campus at 11.00 A.M in the School Conference Hall. 

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW
NO.NU/SASRD/ESTT/E-105/2014 - Dated. 15.03.2018 

D
G
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NAGALAND                      UNIVERSITY
(A Central University Established by an Act of Parliament 1989) 

CAMPUS: MEDZIPHEMA 
School of Agricultural Sciences & Rural Development 

Medziphema - 797 106 (Nagaland)

Sd/- (M. ALEMINLA AO) 
Pro-Vice-Chancellor I/C

Ê

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ELECTRONICS & IT, KOHIMA 
MinistryÊofÊElectronicsÊ&ÊIT,ÊGovt.ÊofÊIndiaÊ

Meriema,ÊNewÊHighÊCourtÊRoad,ÊPostÊBox-733,ÊKohima 
website: nielit.gov.in/kohimaEmail: kohima@nielit.gov.in 

Ref: NIELIT/KMA/01/02/04-ADMN/     Dated:17-03-2018 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR RECRUITMENT 
Applications are hereby invited from interested candidates to fill up the following posts at Kohima 
and its centers in Nagaland on short term contract basis. 

Sl. Name of 
Post Qualification Field of Interest Vacancy Salary * (in Rs) 

1 Teaching 
Faculty B.E /B.Tech in CSE/IT or MCA/ 

MSc (IT)  with minimum 2nd class 
or DOEACC ‘B’ Level (C grade) 

ASP .NET 1 No. 20000- 25000 

2 Teaching 
Faculty ANDROID 1 No. 20000- 25000 

3 
Junior 
Technical 
Assistant  

B.E /B.Tech in CSE/IT/ECE or 
MCA/ MSc (IT or DOEACC ‘B’ 

Level or DOEACC ‘O’ Level/ MAT 
O Level with 3 years’ experience / 

First Class Diploma in 
Engineering (Computers/ 

Electronics/ Electrical) of 3 years / 
BCA / B.Sc (IT) / B.Sc Multimedia 

/ DOEACC ‘A’ Level (C grade) 

 
 
 
a. Multimedia 
b. ComputerSc. / 

IT 

 
 
 
a.2 Nos 
b. 1 No. 14000-17000 

 

*ÊOtherÊallowancesÊasÊapplicableÊtoÊContractualÊemployees.Ê
1. Age: Not more than 35 years.  
2. Prescribed application form can be obtained from NIELIT Kohima office or from our website.  

Candidate downloading the form will have to pay the cost of form(Rs.200) during submission of 
documents. 

3. Last date of form submission: 23rd March 2018 (1:00 pm) 
4. Candidate can also submit the scanned copy of form along with the required documents by 

email at kohima@nielit.gov.in, orendro@nielit.gov.in and pay the cost of application form 
before the commencement of the interview.  

5. Interview on 27th March 2018 at 10:00 am at NIELIT, Kohima. 
6. Candidates must bring all relevant original certificates and mark sheets during interview. 
7. For more details : Contact 9436215243 during office hours.       

Sd/- 
Director 

KG-2389

railway system that will re-
sult in reduced travel time 
along project rail routes and 
improved operational and 
financial efficiency.

ADB’s India Resident 
Mission Country Director 
Kenichi Yokoyama added 
that the funding for tranche 
three loan will contrib-
ute towards achieving the 
overall program outputs of  
double-tracking about 840 
km of rail routes and elec-

trification of 640 kilometer 
of tracks along high density 
corridors.

The investment pro-
gram is targeting busy 
freight and passenger routes 
in the states of Chhattis-
garh, Odisha, Maharash-
tra, Karnataka and And-
hra Pradesh, including the 
Golden Quadrilateral corri-
dor that connects Chennai, 
Kolkata, Mumbai and New 
Delhi. 

New Delhi, March 16 (IANS): The RBI’s 
decision to discontinue the Letters of Un-
dertaking (LoUs) or Letters of Comfort 
(LoC) might increase the credit cost for im-
ports as it will lead to a shift towards “other 
off-balance sheet” products, said a State 
Bank of India (SBI) report on Friday.

According to SBI Ecowrap report, the 
shift to “other off-balance sheet” products 
will be “administratively time consuming” 
and in the short-term might impact export 
funding as well.

On March 13, RBI decided to discon-
tinue the system in the wake of the Rs 
12,600 crore fraud at the state-run Punjab 
National Bank (PNB). 

“Banning LoUs/LoCs might lead to 
shifting to other off balance sheet products 
-- LCs, Bank Guarantees, other fund based 
facilities or on to balance sheet,” the SBI 
Ecowrap report said.

“We, however, believe the shift to other 
off balance sheet products if  occurs, will be 

administratively time consuming. However 
capital charge may vary for different prod-
ucts leading to changes in capital require-
ments in either direction depending on the 
product used and associated risk.”

Earlier, banks were permitted to issue 
guarantee/LoU/LoC in favour of overseas 
supplier, bank or financial institution up to 
$20 million per import transaction under 
the automatic route for a maximum period 
up to one year in case of import of non-
capital goods. 

As per the latest available RBI data, 
guarantees given on behalf of constituents 
outside India stood at Rs 1.95 lakh crore as 
on March 31, 2017. 
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T
he harvest is plentiful but the 
workers are few. Ask the Lord of 
the harvest to send out workers 
into His harvest field. Matthew 
9:37,38

At this crucial phase of our existence, 
we need to gear up for the battle at hand. 
What we are is that we are the servants 
of the most high. Inspite of the call given 
only few has given heed to it. We are at a 
critical stage because of the things that 
are yet to come. Things have changed. 
People have changed. The situation is not 
the same as before.

We are living in an era where the 
prophecies spoken long ago are taking 
place. There’s a lot to be done but the 
things that needs to be done requires a 
great number of people. All that we see 
is people lost in their sins. All that we feel 
is the coming of the Lord. And all that we 

hear are rumors of war.
Go out into all the world and preach 

the gospel for the coming of the Lord is 
at hand, is a declaration which is echoed 
in the minds of the faithful ones. With the 
task at hand there has been the need for 
more workers in carrying out the task that 
was assigned.

The Great Commission has been given 
unto us. And the Legacy of Christ has 
been bestowed upon us. Your salvation 
is assured because you accepted the gift 
that was offered. What you are is that 
you are a new creation in Christ. But one 
thing which you have to be aware of is 
that, the salvation of your loved ones, 
your families, your friends and the people 
you look up to may be at stake. To ignore 
this warning is the same as allowing 
them to go to hell. In your natural self 
you wouldn’t bear to see your mother, 
your father, your brothers,, your sisters.
your friends and your loved ones to suffer 
eternal torment in hell.Just as you had 

been saved, it is your responsibility to lead 
others to the way of truth. You were saved 
by grace and you have to be willing to give 
all that is required of you. The decieving 
spirits are on the prowl, ruining the lives 
of many. The way things are signifies the 
end of times. The battle that we had been 
waging is at its climax. As the battle rages 
on we need to be radically aggressive to 
defeat our foes. Many of the faithful ones 
are no more but they had done what they 
had to do. As the deceiving spirits hovers 
around, many self deceivers have started 
making a fool of themselves.

In this present age only a few are 
true to themselves. Many are driven by 
materialistic ambitions but only a few 
are driven by the Spirit. Blessed are those 
who are led by the Spirit for they are called 
the sons and daughters of God. But it is 
saddening to state that there are only a 
few dedicated servants but your inclusion 
among them will be a big addition to the 
purpose of the Quest.Whatever you do 

for the Lord will not be in vain. There are 
hearts that needs to be touched. There are 
people that needs to be reached and there 
are souls that needs to be saved. God is 
in need of more laborers to work in His 
vineyard. You were chosen even before 
you were conceived. Grieve not over your 
own sins; grieve over the sins of others. 
Make a resolution to be passionately 
faithful to Him. I guarantee that your 
labour in the Lord will not be in vain.

Life is not as easy as it seems. Life is 
about gaining the true life. Life is short. 
Time is short. Lead your lives well and 
help others to live a life of purity that you 
may not be questioned on the Judgment 
Day. The choice is ours, the time is now 
and the call is on to preach repentance 
unto all people. Let’s give heed to the call 
that we can be man and woman of worth. 
We are the reason Christ died and we 
should be the ones furthering His cause. 
So let’s get it started and be a ray of light to 
the lost. You will love it.

O
n Sunday, January 7, the 
New York Times ran a front 
page story titled “Rising 
Anxiety in India is Piercing 
Modi’s Aura of Invincibility”. 

The article discussed the decline in GDP, 
consumption and consumer confidence 
and its impact on India and Indians.

A little more than two weeks later, 
on January 23, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi gave the opening address at the 
Davos World Economic Forum (WEF) in 
Switzerland. In that address, he declared: 
“According to the World Bank and IMF, 
our growth rate is going to be steady and 
high.”

The question becomes, as the end 
of the first quarter of 2018 approaches, 
whether the Times’ more pessimistic 
or Modi’s more optimistic perspective 
is correct. The answer from the most 
recent data and trends indicates that the 
optimistic view will most likely prevail.

Things are not quite as stunningly 
bright, as in 2014 right after Modi’s 
swearing-in as Prime Minister, when 
I wrote in an article for Foreign Policy 
magazine: “It is now Modi’s India. And, 
Modi’s India is a place of grand ambitions, 
great expectations and high hopes.” But, 
it looks like there is a lot more sunshine 

on the horizon than there are clouds in 
India’s economic future.

Part of the reason for this assessment 
is that the slowdown in the economy in 
India was self-induced. It was caused 
primarily by two governmental policies: 
demonetisation and the imposition of a 
Goods and Service Tax (GST).

Scholars and economists will argue 
whether these two actions were necessary 
or beneficial. I will leave that debate to 
them. Looking at where things stand 
today, it appears that the Indian economy 
is turning the corner and will continue to 
grow to position India as a world leader.

There are a few negative indicators 
such as the decline of the Nikkei India 
Services Business Activity Index to a 
seven-month low of 47.8 in February. 
This is however offset by the fact that 
India’s GDP growth for the last quarter 
of 2017 was 7.2 per cent -- making it the 
fastest-growing economy in the world 
for that time period. Combine this with 
projected GDP growth for India in the 7 to 
7.8 per cent range in the current and next 
fiscal years by various groups, and there is 
considerable cause for optimism.

That optimism is strengthened by 
three factors: Progress on the ground in 
India; the country’s global and regional 
economic appeal; and, the “defining 
partnership for the 21st century” between 
India and the United States.

Modi highlighted some of the 
economic accomplishments and 
plans developed during his tenure in 
his Davos WEF remarks. Most of them 
related to initiatives of the Make In India 
programme, including making India 
a manufacturing hub; the Skill India 
programme; and the opening of bank 
accounts for unbanked people.

At Davos, Modi also mentioned 
briefly that India is ranked third on 
the Global Trust Index list of the most 
trusted governments in the world. This 
accomplishment cannot be over-stressed. 
It is important and differentiating because 
we are living in an era when trust in 
government and democracy around the 
globe is in deep decline.

In his Davos speech, Modi also 
stressed the enormous opportunities that 
companies have to invest in “inclusive 
economic development” in India. By all 
accounts, business leaders from around 
the globe responded very favourably 
to his sales pitch. On a regional basis, 
the success of the India-Asean Summit 
held as part of this year’s Republic Day 
ceremonies and the potential of India’s 
“Act East” policy speak for themselves.

Finally,  there is the “defining 
partnership” between the US and India. 
President Obama used this phrase during 
his first visit to India in 2009 and his 
administration worked assiduously to 

strengthen that partnership during his 
eight years as President. 

This year has been a little more 
worrisome for the partnership. There 
were concerns about protectionism as 
President Donald Trump talked about 
import taxes in January. Then, on March 8 
along came Trump’s tariffs on aluminium 
and steel imports and that upset the 
apple cart.

But probably not a lot, because the 
level of export of steel and aluminium 
products to the US is relatively low. The 
Indian media quoted industry leaders as 
saying “India will not be impacted much”.

There is another reason the impact 
will be low. That is because the Trump 
administration sees the chance and the 
need to increase US exports to India 
substantially going forward. Getting a 
fairer balance in the trading relationship 
was a primary topic of the 2017 US-India 
Bilateral Trade Policy Forum held in 
November. It can be expected this will be 
an area for negotiation moving forward

In summary, the Modi economy has 
many rays of sunshine. Those rays do not 
shine uniformly on all though.

There are also a few clouds. These 
include: An across-the-board need for 
empowerment of women and enhanced 
educational opportunities for minorities. 
As those rays get brighter, one must be 
brought to focus to dispel those clouds.

S
ulochana Chaudhary, a mother of three 
successful daughters, was watching TV with 
keen interest as Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi addressed the audience while launching 
the “Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao” campaign in 

Jhunjhunu on March 8. 
But long before the girl child became a campaign 

slogan for the current Prime Minister, Sulochana went 
against all odds to educate her children and inculcate 
a strong sense of values in them -- in a Marwari society 
which looked down upon a woman giving birth to 
multiple daughters. 

“The entire Churu society to which we belonged had 
something bad to say to me when I delivered my third 
daughter. Their frequent taunts, soon after the delivery, 
left me and my husband tormented and pained. But I 
took my daughter in my lap, kissed her and told her, ‘You 
are going to be my third son. I will give you the best so that 
you too can serve the nation following in the footsteps of 
Indira Gandhi and Mother Teresa’,” Sulochana told IANS.

As the girls grew up, she took them frequently to visit 
the village. “I wanted them to know that this was the real 
India and they had to help the poor here. So they grew 
up with a vision and mission of improving the socio-
economic standards in rural India,” she said, adding that 
“we also gave them wings to fly abroad and spread their 
horizons... to do their best”.

They were never made to feel that they were weaker 

or inferior in any way to the boys.
Sulochana’s husband N.K. Chaudhary said, “I knew 

I had three daughters, but I decided they will build my 
future and realise my dreams. Although society left no 
stone unturned to make me feel unlucky for having three 
daughters, my best English friend, Ilay Cooper, who has 
written many books on the Shekhawati region, inspired 
me with his positive thoughts.” 

He made the Chaudharys realise why it was 
important to treat their girls at par with boys -- and that 
often women were more efficient and capable than men.

“I decided to give the best education to my daughters. 
As they grew up, I decided to send them to the US so 
that they could bring best practices to my business,” 
Chaudhary said.

The girls joined the family business, Jaipur Rugs, 
after finishing their education, with Archana Chaudhary 
heading the operations in the United States and Asha 
Chaudhary becoming the CEO. Kavita Chaudhury 
became head of the design department. “They took the 
business to heights which I might not have been able to 
do alone,” says the trio’s father.

Kavita is extending the business by engaging rural 
artisans and allowing them to transfer their thoughts and 
ideas into rug designs which are making waves across 
the globe. Recently, one of their weavers, Vimladevi from 
Aaspura village, was taken to Germany to receive the 
prestigious German Design Award she had won. “We 
want to create more such Vimlas in India,” says N.K. 
Chaudhary. He says they are always trying to boost the 
confidence of their grassroots weavers. “We want more 

daughters to become empowered, to stand on their own. 
We are employing more women and setting up doorstep 
opportunities for them so that they can recreate the 
magic of success at different levels,” he added.

Kavita says there was a lot of pressure from their 
Marwari relatives on her parents to treat their girls in 
accordance with traditional societal norms -- where girls 
were hidden within the confines of four walls at home 
and limited to kitchen-related work.

“However, my parents trusted Cooper and, since 
early childhood, provided us with the best education and 
nurtured our personal interests, including sending us 
abroad.” All this despite their limited resources.

Asked if her parents motivated the sisters to pursue 
their dreams, Kavita said it was not really that. “As 
children, we did not know what it meant to have dreams 
that could be fulfilled. They simply created a nurturing 
space for us to grow and experience life. They motivated 
us to learn the things we loved to do. And they greatly 
trusted us,” she said. The Chaudhary family business 
is now working with the most modern versions of 
enterprise resource planning, the design studio has 
been computerised and the products are being counted 
among the best, inviting global awards.

N.K. Chaudhary believes strongly in the concept of 
women empowerment. Nature, he says, gave sufficient 
time to man to prove himself and contribute to the 
society. “But now it is women who are scripting success 
stories in each field with their untiring efforts,” he adds.

For him, ‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao’ has been more 
than a slogan.

A
s the years go by, this columnist 
becomes increasingly aware of the vital 
importance of being stupid. Consider 
the evidence.

My rational friends said cryptocoins 
were stupid. An irrational friend of a friend 
launched one and made a fortune.

My rational friends said marriage was stupid. 
My irrational friends got hitched and have lovely 
families.

My rational friends said buying overpriced 
property was stupid. My irrational friends shelled 
out for some and are now comfortable.

My rational friends said spiritual practices were 
stupid. My irrational ones started meditating or 
praying and are visibly happier.

Irrationality wins every time. I think many 
people suspect this is true, but I learned recently 
that science has proved it.

“The key is to be averagely irrational,” said 
reader Jehana Tufiq, a science lecturer. “Of course, 
being excessively stupid is not good for you, but so 
is being excessively intelligent.”

Ultra-brainy people have fewer children -- not 
necessarily because they prefer small families, but 
because it seems to be programmed into humanity 
at a genetic level, according to studies in the 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Science 
in the United States. “The spirit of evolution has 
a massive downer on excess braininess,” Jehana 
said.

Why would evolution prefer people who aren’t 
over-clever? One theory is that over-rational 
people train themselves to use only their logic 
circuits while the rest of us make snap decisions by 
a mixture of logic, instinct, impulse and emotion, 
using more of our brains, and leading to better 
outcomes and larger, happier families.

Evidence for this comes in the statistics that 
show that men who tend to strongly trust their own 
rational intelligence are far more likely to die in 
accidents than women, whose decisions involve a 
mixture of logic and intuition. It also explains why 
the winners of the Darwin Awards -- titles given to 
people who remove themselves from the gene pool 
by doing what they think are rational actions -- are 
a group which is 88.7 per cent male.

A recent Darwin Award recipient was the late 
Lim Ba, who decided to steam-clean himself 
by sitting in a large steamer-wok which also 
contained rice, corn, etc. Saunas are good for you, 
so being steamed should be great for his health, 
he rationalised. He died soon after being cooked 
for 30 minutes in Kuala Sanglang, Malaysia, in 
October last year.

But of course, be careful to not overdo the 
irrationality. Being extremely stupid is also deadly. 
A favourite bit of evidence is the terrorist who 
constructed a letter bomb but didn’t put enough 
stamps on it. The post office returned it to the 
sender. He opened it and was blown to pieces. 
It sounds like an urban legend, but it really 
happened.

How to get the balance right? That’s the tricky 
thing. If you accidentally kill yourself by firing a 
gun at your head to show it is unloaded, that’s an 
unfortunate accident, all too common among 
males. If you accidentally kill yourself by firing 
a gun at your head to show it is loaded, that’s a 
sign of too little rationality, which is also all too 
common among males. Either way, you’re dead.

Note to male readers: Visit the kitchen if you 
must, but Stay Well Away from the wok.

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based frequent 
traveller. Send ideas and comments via his 

Facebook page)

Scarcity of Labourers

The Modi Economy: Mostly Sunny, With a Few Clouds

How a Couple Took ‘Beti Bachao, Beti 
Padhao’ To New Heights;  Three Decades Ago

Evolution 
dislikes people 
who are too 
intelligent, 
scientists find -- 
thank God 

Ambrose.J. Chakre

Frank F. Islam|IANS

Archana Sharma | IANS

Nury Vittachi | IANS

Words
Whispering BIBLE READ:  EPHESIANS 4:22–32 

THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
[Build] others up according to their needs. 
Ephesians 4:29

The young man fidgeted as he sat down for his flight. His eyes darted back and forth to the aircraft windows. Then he closed his eyes and 
breathed deeply, trying to calm himself—but it didn’t work. As the plane took off, he slowly rocked back and forth. An older woman across 
the aisle from him put her hand on his arm and gently engaged him in conversation to divert his attention from his stress. “What’s your 

name?” “Where are you from?” “We’re going to be okay,” and “You’re doing well” were a few things she whispered. She could have been ir-
ritated with him or ignored him. But she chose a touch and a few words. Little things. When they landed three hours later, he said, “Thank you 
so much for helping me.”

Such beautiful pictures of tenderheartedness can be hard to find. Kindness does not come naturally to many of us; our primary concern 
is often ourselves. But when the apostle Paul urged, “Be kind and compassionate to one another” (Ephesians 4:32), he was not saying it all 
depends on us. After we’ve been given a new life by our faith in Jesus, the Spirit begins a transformation. Kindness is the ongoing work of the 
Spirit renewing our thoughts and attitudes (v. 23). 

The God of compassion is at work in our hearts, allowing us in turn to touch others’ lives by reaching out and whispering words of encour-
agement.

Compassion is understanding the troubles of others and reaching out.

The Funny Side
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): In an effort to be the 
brightest and best star on the stage, Aries, you 
might actually be driving away the most impor-
tant members of your audience. Make sure that 
you aren’t putting on different masks with different 

people just so you can appease those you’re with. Others can 
see right through any disguise you try to put on. Trying to 
deceive others is simply a sign of disrespect.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Go ahead and make 
a list today, Taurus. Powerful emotions are likely to 
lure you from your current path unless you have 
some sort of concrete plan to fall back on. Put idle 

hands to use by delegating tasks to the people around you. 
You’ll be amazed at the little blocks of time you have when you 
stay on task and keep yourself and everyone else around you 
in motion.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): If you look carefully 
today, Gemini, you’re apt to notice aspects of peo-
ple that you never noticed before. There could be a 
frenzy of activity that catches you in its net and takes 
you away. Look to other people for guidance as you 

go along. When you ask for help, you’ll get it. At the same time, 
you’ll learn a great deal about the people who end up helping 
you.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Be careful about be-
coming too stubborn today, Cancer. This is one of 
those days in which you’re asked to build a struc-
ture in a very windy area. If you insist on using the 
most rigid materials, you’ll find that the structure 

you build ends up snapping in two. If, however, you construct 
your building with flexible materials, it will bend in the wind and 
last far longer.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): It’s a good thing you have 
a flexible attitude, Leo, especially today. Your adap-
tive powers could be put to the test as you find 
yourself surrounded by fickle emotions and stub-
born attitudes. Don’t get too hung up on getting 

straight answers from people today, for they’re apt to be just as 
confused as you about certain issues. Play it cool for now and 
ride the waves easily to shore.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You could be frustrated 
by others’ lack of commitment today, Virgo. You 
could try to make plans with people but they keep 
changing their minds about what they want to do. 
Perhaps they’re emotionally insecure and afraid to 

take the next step. Don’t let other people hold you back. Make 
plans and stick to them. Other people will fall into place accord-
ingly. You don’t need to prod them.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You should be feel-
ing emotionally strong today, Libra, although you 
could find that an idea runs through your head 
that asks you to slow down and take things once 
step at a time. The internal dialogue could drive 

you crazy if you aren’t careful. The most important thing to 
do now is simply follow your heart. Do what you love to do, 
and associate with the people you love and respect the most.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  Make the effort to 
get to a body of water today, Scorpio. Whether 
it’s the ocean, a river, or lake, the sense of ex-
pansion and comfort that you’ll find there will 

be extremely healing. Know that you are the greatest healer 
you have for yourself and that you have incredible power to 
share this gift with others, too. Augment this healing energy 
with a return to nature.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  You may find 
it hard to connect with your emotions today, Sag-
ittarius. It could be that it’s difficult to find a bit 
of quiet time when you can really sit down and 

listen to your inner voice. There are distractions all around 
that are pulling you in many different directions. Keep in 
mind that these forces aren’t necessarily acting in your best 
interests.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You may find that 
your heart is bouncing back and forth like a ten-
nis ball today, Capricorn. One minute you could 
be drawn one way, while the next minute you’re 

drawn in a completely different direction. Instead of trying to 
fight this feeling, take advantage of it. Consciously or uncon-
sciously, what you’re really doing is exploring. Try new things 
until you’re sure that you’ve found what you need.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Your energy level 
is high today, Aquarius, but don’t let this turn into 
a head-in-the-clouds attitude. Keep one foot firmly 
planted on the ground, because you may need to 

keep a level head in a work or personal situation. Keep in mind 
that the best way to deal with this is to use your positive energy 
to heal the difficult situation instead of letting this difficult situ-
ation get you down.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  You could think that 
your life is too boring for anyone else to care about, 
Pisces. Don’t fall into a well of self-pity and convince 
yourself that there simply isn’t enough excitement 

in your life and never will be. Believe that you have the power to 
cure any such downtrodden feeling that you might have at this 
time. Consider joining a spiritual support group where you can 
honestly share your feelings.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Michael Hand | Aeon

P
eople disagree about morality. They disagree 
about what morality prohibits, permits 
and requires. And they disagree about why 
morality prohibits, permits and requires 
these things. Moreover, at least some of the 

disagreement on these matters is reasonable. It is not 
readily attributable to woolly thinking or ignorance or 
inattention to relevant considerations. Sensible and 
sincere people armed with similar life experiences 
and acquainted with roughly the same facts come to 
strikingly different conclusions about the content and 
justification of morality.

For examples of disagreement about content, think 
of the standards ‘vote in democratic elections’, ‘do 
not smack your children’, and ‘do not eat meat’. Some 
reasonable people recognise a moral duty to vote, 
or a moral prohibition on smacking or meat-eating; 
others do not. To see the depth of disagreement about 
justification, consider the variety of reasons advanced 
for the widely accepted moral standard ‘do not lie’. 
Should we refrain from lying because God commands 
it, because it promotes the greatest happiness of the 
greatest number, because in deceiving others we 
treat them as mere means to our ends, or because the 
virtue of honesty is a necessary condition of our own 
flourishing? Each of these reasons is persuasive to 
some and quite unpersuasive to others.

Reasonable disagreement about morality presents 
educators with a problem. It is hard to see how we 
can bring it about that children subscribe to moral 
standards, and believe them to be justified, except by 
giving them some form of moral education. But it is 
also hard to see how moral educators can legitimately 
cultivate these attitudes in the face of reasonable 
disagreement about the content and justification of 
morality. It looks as though any attempt to persuade 
children of the authority of a particular moral code will 
be tantamount to indoctrination.

The standard responses to this problem are as 
familiar as they are inadequate. We might deny that 
morality needs to be taught, putting our faith in the 
natural goodness of children or their propensity to 
discover and sign up to moral standards of their own 
accord. Or we might bite the indoctrination bullet 
and resolve to inculcate a selected moral code and 
associated justification, relying on manipulation and 
misrepresentation to prevent serious consideration 
of the alternatives. Or we might decline to educate in 
morality and simply educate about it, inviting children 
to reflect critically on a range of moral codes and decide 
for themselves which, if any, merits their compliance. 
But the objections to these responses are obvious, and 
serious.

I think we can do better than the standard 
responses. While it is true that the moral domain is 
rife with reasonable disagreement, it is not true that 
no moral standards are robustly justified. Reasonable 
disagreement about morality does not go all the way 
down. Some basic moral standards to which almost 

If We Disagree About Morality, How Can We Teach It?

Why Wikipedia Often Overlooks Stories of Women in History

everyone currently subscribes enjoy the support of a 
decisive justificatory argument. Moral educators can 
properly aim to bring it about that children subscribe 
to these standards and believe them to be justified; and 
they can realise this aim without resorting to anything 
that resembles indoctrination.

The justificatory argument rests on two claims. 
The first is that all human beings, or at least all human 
beings living alongside others in social groups, are 
unavoidably confronted with a serious practical 
problem: what David Copp in 2009 called the problem 
of sociality. The second is that human beings can 
effectively ameliorate this problem by holding 
themselves and each other to some basic standards of 
conduct.

The problem of sociality arises because of three 
contingent but permanent features of the human 
condition. These features, sometimes described as 
the ‘circumstances of justice’, are (i) rough equality, 
(ii) limited sympathy and (iii) moderate scarcity 
of resources. Discussions of these features or 
circumstances are to be found in the writings of many 
philosophers, including Thomas Hobbes’s Leviathan 
(1651), David Hume’s A Treatise of Human Nature 
(1739), H L A Hart’s The Concept of Law (1961), G J 
Warnock’s The Object of Morality (1971), John Rawls’s A 
Theory of Justice (1971) and J L Mackie’s Ethics (1977). 

It is not difficult to see why the combination of 
these features is a recipe for trouble. Because we are 

roughly equal in strength and intelligence, we each 
know that we have a reasonable chance of coming 
out on top in any physical or strategic conflict, and we 
are each aware that those around us know the same 
thing about their chances. Because our sympathy 
for strangers is limited, in the sense of being notably 
weaker than self-love and familial love, we are 
inclined to prioritise the safety and satisfaction of 
ourselves and our loved ones over the safety and 
satisfaction of others. And because resources are 
not abundant enough to satisfy everyone’s needs 
and wants, we are forced into competition with each 
other for access to goods in short supply. The clear 
implication of these circumstances, taken together, 
is that there is, in human social groups, a standing 
propensity to outbreaks of conflict and breakdowns 
in cooperation.

So, while we are often motivated directly by 
sympathy and self-interest to cooperate with each 
other and refrain from harming each other, these 
motives are not sufficient to the task of sustaining 
cooperation and averting conflict. They do not reliably 
yield peace and productivity. To tackle this problem we 
need a supplementary kind of motivation for keeping 
to cooperative agreements and treating each other in 
non-harmful ways. We need the kind of motivation that 
subscription to moral standards can provide. The basic 
moral standards justified by this argument include 
prohibitions on killing and causing harm, stealing and 

extorting, lying and cheating, and requirements to 
treat others fairly, keep one’s promises and help those 
in need. To deal with the danger posed by competition 
for resources and vulnerability to attack, there must be 
standards that afford protection to people and their 
property; and to overcome the distrust that threatens 
to frustrate our cooperative endeavours, there must be 
standards that oblige us to be fair, honest and reliable 
in our dealings with each other, and to extend each 
other a helping hand in times of need.

If moral education is to be rational, much of it 
will have to take the form of nondirective enquiry 
into controversial moral standards and justificatory 
arguments. But some of it, at least, can and should 
take the form of cultivating children’s subscription to 
moral standards and helping them to see why those 
standards are justified.
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M
ovements like #MeToo are drawing 
increased attention to the systemic 
discrimination facing women in a 
range of professional fields, from 
Hollywood and journalism to banking 

and government.
Discrimination is also a problem on user-driven 

sites like Wikipedia. Wikipedia is the fifth most popular 
website worldwide. In January, the English-language 
version of the online encyclopedia had over 7.3 billion 
page views, more than 2000 percent higher than other 
online reference sites such as IMDb or Dictionary.com.

The volume of traffic on Wikipedia’s site – coupled 
with its integration into search results and digital 
assistants like Alexa and Siri – makes Wikipedia the 
predominant source of information on the web. 
YouTube even recently announced that it would start 
including Wikipedia links below videos on highly 
contested topics. But studies show that Wikipedia 
underrepresents content on women.

At the Rochester Institute of Technology, we’re 
taking steps to empower our students and our global 
community to address issues of gender bias on 
Wikipedia.

Signs of bias
Driven by a cohort of over 33 million volunteer editors, 
Wikipedia’s content can change in almost real time. 
That makes it a prime resource for current events, 

popular culture, sports and other evolving topics.
But relying on volunteers leads to systemic biases 

– both in content creation and improvement. A 2013 
study estimated that women only accounted for 16.1 
percent of Wikipedia’s total editor base. Wikipedia co-
founder Jimmy Wales believes that number has not 
changed much since then, despite several organized 
efforts.

If women don’t actively edit Wikipedia at the same 
rate as men, topics of interest to women are at risk of 
receiving disproportionately low coverage. One study 
found that Wikipedia’s coverage of women was more 
comprehensive than Encyclopedia Britannica online, 
but entries on women still constituted less than 30 
percent of biographical coverage. Entries on women 
also more frequently link to entries on men than vice-
versa and are more likely to include information on 
romantic relationships and family roles.

What’s more, Wikipedia’s policies state that all 
content must be “attributable to a reliable, published 
source.” Since women throughout history have been 
less represented in published literature than men, it 
can be challenging to find reliable published sources 
on women.

An obituary in a paper of record is often a criterion 
for inclusion as a biographical entry in Wikipedia. So it 
should be no surprise that women are underrepresented 
as subjects in this vast online encyclopedia. As The New 
York Times itself noted, its obituaries since 1851 “have 
been dominated by white men” – an oversight the paper 
now hopes to address through its “Overlooked” series.

Categorization can also be an issue. In 2013, a New 
York Times op-ed revealed that some editors had moved 

women’s entries from gender-neutral categories (e.g., 
“American novelists”) to gender-focused subcategories 
(e.g., “American women novelists”).

Wikipedia is not the only online resource that 
suffers from such biases. The user-contributed online 
mapping service OpenStreetMap is also more heavily 
edited by men. On GitHub, an online development 
platform, women’s contributions have a higher 
acceptance rate than men, but a study showed that 
the rate drops noticeably when the contributor could 
be identified as a woman through their username or 
profile image.

Gender bias is also an ongoing issue in content 
development and search algorithms. Google Translate 
has been shown to overuse masculine pronouns and, 
for a time, LinkedIn recommended men’s names in 
search results when users searched for a woman.

What can be done?
The solution to systemic biases that plague the web 
remains unclear. But libraries, museums, individual 
editors and the Wikimedia Foundation itself continue 
to make efforts to improve gender representation on 
sites such as Wikipedia.

Organized edit-a-thons can create a community 
around editing and developing underrepresented 
content. Edit-a-thons aim to increase the number of 
active female editors on Wikipedia, while empowering 
participants to edit entries on women during the event 
and into the future.

Later this month, our university library will host 
its second annual Women on Wikipedia Edit-a-thon 
in celebration of Women’s History Month. The goal is 

to improve the content on at least 100 women in one 
afternoon.

For the past four years, students in our school’s 
American Women’s and Gender History course have 
worked to create new or substantially edit existing 
Wikipedia entries about women. One student created 
an entry on deaf-blind pioneer Geraldine Lawhorn, 
while another added roughly 1,500 words to jazz artist 
Blanche Calloway’s entry.

This class was supported by the Wikimedia 
Education Program, which encourages educators 
and students to contribute to Wikipedia in academic 
settings.

Through this assignment, students can 
immediately see how their efforts contribute to the 
larger conversation around women’s history topics. 
One student said that it was “the most meaningful 
assignment she had” as an undergraduate.

Other efforts to address gender bias on Wikipedia 
include Wikipedia’s Inspire Campaign; organized 
editing communities such as Women in Red and 
Wikipedia’s Teahouse; and the National Science 
Foundation’s Collaborative Research grant.

Wikipedia’s dependence on volunteer editors has 
resulted in several systemic issues, but it also offers an 
opportunity for self-correction. Organized efforts help 
to give voice to women previously ignored by other 
resources.

The authors do not work for, consult, own 
shares in or receive funding from any company or 

organisation that would benefit from this article, and 
have disclosed no relevant affiliations beyond their 

academic appointment.
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Rahul Gandhi

B.H. Loya

Arvind Kejriwal

PTI

Force India Formula One team co-founder Vijay Mallya arrives for 
a hearing at Westminster Magistrates’ Court, in London on Friday.

Judge Loya’s death: SC 
reserves verdict on pleas 
for independent probe

Militants killed 
belonged to IS 
linked group

Vijay Mallya extradition trial returns to UK courtTerror funding case: Court allows ED to quiz Kashmiri bizman 

Modi government has enough numbers 
to defeat no-confidence motion

Rahul meeting Pawar shows seriousness for bigger alliance — NCP 

CBI court verdict in 4th 
fodder scam case on Saturday

Andhra CM targets PMO, alleges conspiracy

Vice Prez Naidu bats for 
degree in Indian languages 

Two held for raising anti-national slogans after 
RJD candidate’s victory in Araria — Police 

Kejriwal apology: Two top 
AAP leaders in Punjab resign 

New Delhi, March 16 
(IANS):  The Supreme 
Court on Friday reserved 
its verdict on a batch of 
pleas seeking an independ-
ent probe into the alleged 
mysterious death of special 
CBI Judge B.H. Loya.

A bench of Chief Justice 
Dipak Misra, Justice A.M. 
Khanwilkar and Justice D.Y. 
Chandrachud reserved the 
verdict after an hearing all 
the parties in the case.

A batch of partitions 
were filed by activist Teh-
seen Poonawala, the Bom-
bay Lawyers Association, 
Maharashtra-based jour-
nalist Bandhuraj Samb-
haji Lone, NGO Centre for 
Public Interest Litigation 
(CPIL) and others seeking 
an independent probe into 
Judge Loya’s death.

Judge Loya was hold-
ing trial in the Sohrabud-

din Sheikh staged shoot-
out case in which present 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
President Amit Shah was 
an accused. Later, Shah 
was discharged in the case. 
Judge Loya died in Novem-

ber 2014.
The Maharashtra gov-

ernment has objected to 
the petitions seeking an in-
dependent probe into the 
death of Judge Loya saying 
the pleas were obliquely 

motivated, based on un-
verified media reports and 
were being orchestrated 
“because there is a particu-
lar functionary of a political 
party”.

During the hearing, the 
Bombay Lawyers Asso-
ciation told the Supreme 
Court that the late Judge 
Loya’s family might have 
been coerced into saying 
that they do not want fresh 
probe into his death, but 
suspicious circumstances 
surrounding it warrants an 
independent probe.

Pointing to “too many 
coincidences” around the 
death of Judge Loya, senior 
counsel Dushyant Dave, 
appearing for the asso-
ciation, had recounted the 
sequence of events and 
told the that “there is a sus-
picion around the death of 
Judge Loya”.

Sr i n a g a r, Ma rc h  1 6 
(IANS): Two militants 
killed in a gunfight on 
the outskirts of Srina-
gar belonged to an Is-
lamic State (IS) affiliated 
group, police said on 
Friday.

The gunfight took 
place on Thursday night 
in Balhama area.

A police statement 
said: “In the encounter... 
the two militants who 
were killed have been 
identified by the families 
as Rasiq Nabi Bhat of Tral 
and Shabir Dar of Awanti-
pora.”

Both were militants 
of Ansar Ghazwatul Hind 
group.

“As per police records, 
they had joined militancy 
last year... Further inves-
tigation is on,” the state-
ment said.

Prior to the gunfight, 
the slain militants had 
fired at a BJP leader’s ve-
hicle in which a security 
guard sustained minor 
injury.

London, March 16 (PTI): 
L i q u o r  t yc o o n  V i j a y 
Mallya’s extradition trial is 
set for one of its final hear-
ings at Westminster Mag-
istrates’ Court here today.

The 62-year-old, who is 
on trial for the UK court to 
rule if he can be extradited 
to India to face charges of 
fraud and money launder-
ing amounting to around 
Rs 9,000 crores, is on bail 
until April 2 and therefore 
not obliged to attend the 
hearing today.

Judge Emma Arbuth-
not is expected to rule on 
the admissibility of evi-
dence presented by the 
Crown Prosecution Service 
(CPS), on behalf of the In-
dian government and set 
a timeframe for her final 
verdict.

At the last hearing in 
January, Mallya’s counsel, 
Clare Montgomery, had 
argued that evidence that 
was claimed as a “blueprint 
of dishonesty” by the CPS 
was in fact privileged con-
versation between Mallya 
and his lawyer about “legal 
advice in clear contem-
plation of litigation” and 
hence should be inadmis-

New Delhi, March 16 (PTI): A Delhi 
court today allowed the Enforcement 
Directorate to interrogate a Kashmiri 
businessman in connection with a 
terror funding case involving LeT 
chief and 26/11 Mumbai attack mas-
termind Hafiz Saeed to unearth the 
money trail.

Additional Sessions Judge Tarun 
Sherawat allowed the application 
filed by ED’s counsel Nitesh Rana 
seeking permission to quiz Zahoor 
Watali, an influential businessman 
allegedly having friendship with 
Pakistani leaders and Kashmiri sepa-
ratists, for two days - March 19 and 20.

Watali, who was arrested by the 
National Investigation Agency (NIA) 
on charges of receiving funds from 
Pakistan to sponsor terror activities 
and stone-pelting in Kashmir, is at 
present lodged in Tihar jail.

In its application, the probe agen-
cy said it was conducting an inves-
tigation under the provisions of the 
Foreign Exchange Management Act 
(FEMA) against Watali for allegedly 
receiving funds from abroad.

“In the course of the investigation 
under the Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA) and the FEMA, 
the interrogation of accused Zahoor 

Ahmad Shah Watali is required along 
with recording of separate statements 
under the PMLA and the FEMA,” it 
said. A charge sheet was filed by the 
NIA in January this year against Hafiz 
Saeed, Hizbul Mujahideen leader 
Syed Salahuddin and others for 
“conspiring to wage war against the 
government” and fomenting trouble 
in the Kashmir Valley.

The court had on February 2 
taken cognisance of the charge sheet.

The 12,794-page charge sheet 
also alleged that officials of the Pa-
kistan High Commission here were 
passing on money through Watali to 
the separatists.

The separatist leaders have been 
accused of taking a cut before hand-
ing over the money to foment trouble.

Saeed has also been accused of 
using the services of Watali for pass-
ing on the money to the separatists 
and some individuals who were 
actively indulging in stone-pelting 
in various areas of the Valley, the NIA 
said in the charge sheet.

The agency has charged Pakistan-
based terrorists Saeed and Salahud-
din, besides others, with criminal 
conspiracy, sedition, and under 
stringent provisions of the Unlawful 

Activities (Prevention) Act.
It said 60 locations were raided 

and 950 documents seized. There are 
300 witnesses in the case.

Besides Saeed, Salahuddin and 
Watali, the agency has also named 
hardline pro-Pakistan separatist 
Syed Ali Shah Geelani’s son-in-law 
Altaf Shah alias Altaf Fantoosh, Bashir 
Ahmad Bhat and Javed Ahmad Bhat 
as accused.

Hurriyat Conference leaders Nay-
eem Ahmad Khan, Farooq Ahmad 
Dar alias Bitta Karate, Mohammad 
Akbar Khanday and Raja Mehrajud-
din Kalwal have also been charged by 
the agency in the terror funding case.

Saeed, Salahuddin and their Pa-
kistani handlers informed people 
about the agenda of violence through 
“protest calendars”, the charge sheet 
said. These calendars were released 
through newspapers, social media 
and religious leaders, according to it.

These acts were aimed at creat-
ing an atmosphere of terror and fear 
in Jammu and Kashmir, the charge 
sheet alleged.

It claimed money was also routed 
through fake and bogus companies 
floated abroad and remitted to the 
Hurriyat leaders in J & K.

New Delhi, March 16 (IANS): 
Notwithstanding the TDP quit-
ting the NDA, the BJP-led gov-
ernment still has a comfortable 
majority in the Lok Sabha hav-
ing the support of around 315 
members and on its own has 
274 -- well above the current 
halfway mark of 270.

After the recent losses in 
the Uttar Pradesh and Bihar 
bypolls, the BJP on its own has 
274 members and the allies 
account for 41 members. They 
include a sulking Shiv Sena 
(18), which has still not said 
which way it will vote in a no-
cofidence motion by the TDP.

The others are the Lok Jan-
shakti Party (6), Akali Dal (4), 
Rashtriya Lok Samta Party (3), 
Apna Dal (2), JD-U (2) and 
AINRC, JKPDP, NPP, PMK, SDF, 
Swabhimani Paksha -- all one 
each.

The AIADMK, which had 
contested the 2014 polls against 
the BJP but is generally seen to 
be its ally, has 37 MPs. 

The TDP, which withdrew 
support to the Modi govern-
ment and has moved a no-
confidence motion, has 16 MPs 
while the YSRCP, which has also 
moved a no-confidence mo-
tion has nine MPs in the Lok 
Sabha.

It remains to be seen wheth-
er the TDP and YSRCP, which 
involved in a competitive one-
up manship would vote on 
similar lines on the motion. 
Similar is the position of BJP 
ally PMK in Tamil Nadu which 
is also upset with the Modi gov-
ernment for not taking steps to 
implement the Supreme Court 
judgment in the Cauvery water 
issue by setting up a river water 
management board.

Mumbai, March 16 (PTI): 
Congress president Ra-
hul Gandhi’s meeting 
with NCP chief Sharad 
Pawar hours after the Ut-
tar Pradesh and Bihar Lok 
Sabha bypoll results were 
announced, shows that 
the Congress leadership is 
serious on forging a bigger 
alliance of opposition par-
ties, the NCP said today.

In a major blow to the 
BJP ahead of the 2019 Lok 
Sabha elections, the saffron 
party was trounced in the 
bypolls to three Lok Sabha 
seats, including the citadel 
of Yogi Adityanath’s Gora-
khpur in Uttar Pradesh.

“Despite the Congress 
being the bigger party, Ra-
hul Gandhi has started 
meeting leaders of other 
parties. This shows they 
(Congress) are serious on 
making a bigger alliance,” 
Malik, a former Maharash-
tra minister, told PTI here.

The NCP leader said, 
“Rahul Gandhi wants that 
Pawar saheb should bring 
in more people (parties) 

Ranchi, March 16 
(IANS): A Special CBI 
court on Friday issued 
notices to three ex-offi-
cials of the Comptroller 
and Auditor General 
(CAG) office and fixed 
Saturday for pronounc-
ing its verdict in the 
fourth fodder scam 
case involving RJD 
chief Lalu Prasad.

Lalu Prasad on 
Thursday filed a fresh 
petition in the court of 
Shivapal Singh to make 
then Auditor General 
in the CAG office an ac-
cused. Another former 
Chief Minister Jagan-
nath Mishra and 30 
others are co-accused 
in this case.

Hearing the peti-
tion, the court issued 
notices to former Ac-
countant  General 

P.K. Mukhopadhayay, 
former Deputy AG B.N. 
Jha and former Senior 
Accountant Pramod 
Kumar asking why they 
should not be made ac-
cused in the case. 

on Thursday, the 
court  was to pro-
nounce the judgment 
in the fourth fodder 
scam case involving 
former Bihar Chief 
Minister Lalu Prasad 
but deferred it after he 
filed the fresh plea.

The hearing in the 
fodder case -- relating 
to fraudulent with-
drawal of Rs 3.13 crore 
from December 1995 to 
January 1996 from the 
Dumka treasury -- was 
completed on March 5 
and March 15 fixed for 
the verdict.

Lalu Prasad was 

convicted in the first 
fodder scam case in 
2013 and awarded five 
years in jail.

He was convicted 
in the third case on 
January 24, related to 
fraudulent withdraw-
als from the Chaibasa 
treasury, and awarded 
a five-year jail term.

The multi-million-
rupee fodder scam 
surfaced in the 1990s 
when Lalu Yadav was 
Chief Minister of undi-
vided Bihar. The probe 
was handed over to 
the Central Bureau of 
Investigation on the 
Patna High Court’s or-
der.

The bulk of the cas-
es were transferred to 
Ranchi after Jharkhand 
was carved out of Bihar 
in 2000.

Amaravati, March 16 (IANS): 
Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister N. Chandrababu Naidu, 
whose TDP on Friday pulled 
out  of  the BJP-led NDA, 
mounted a scathing attack 
on the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice for allegedly entertaining 
criminals.

During a teleconference 
with Telugu Desam Party (TDP) 
politburo members, Naidu 
trained guns on the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) for using 
TDP’s rivals to weaken the party 
and politically destabilize the 
state.

According to TDP sources, 
Naidu alleged that the BJP was 
running a drama with the help 
of YSR Congress Party on one 
side and actor politician Pawan 
Kalyan on the other.

Naidu said YSR Congress 
MP Vijay Sai Reddy was running 
around the PMO, which proves 
the conspiracy against the TDP 
and the state. 

“By giving appointments 
to A1 and A2, what message 

the PMO is sending to people,” 
he asked in a reference to YSR 
Congress chief Y.S. Jaganmohan 
Reddy and Vijay Sai Reddy, who 
were accused in corruption 
cases.

“What has an economic of-
fender to do in PMO?” he asked, 
reiterating the allegation that the 
YSR Congress was acting at the 
behest of Bharatiya Janata Party

Naidu also said that people 
like Nirav Modi, accused in the 
Punjab National Bank fraud 
case, were allowed to leave the 
country.

The TDP chief alleged that a 
conspiracy was hatched against 
Andhra Pradesh and said those 
involved would face the wrath 
of the people.

Referring to Pawan Kalyan’s 
criticism of TDP, Naidu said a 
person who was silent for four 
years had suddenly started mak-
ing allegations against his party 
instead of questioning the BJP 
and Modi. He said the Jana Sena 
chief had colluded with the YSR 
Congress.

Chennai, March 16 (PTI): Batting for an 
educational system with greater emphasis 
on Indian history, heritage and culture, Vice 
President M Venkaiah Naidu today favoured 
teaching professional degrees like MBBS in 
Indian languages.

“I have always been impressing upon the 
need for children to be taught in their re-
spective mother tongues in various States to 
underscore the importance of language,” h

“Our education system must inculcate 
strong ethical, moral and humanistic val-
ues,” he said.

Stating that India was once known as 
‘Viswaguru’, he said knowledge seekers from 
all corners of the world flocked to centres of 
learning in India, including Takshashila and 
Nalanda, in the olden days.

While acquiring knowledge from across 
the globe, students must remain rooted to 
India s glorious culture, traditions, ethos 
and heritage, he said.

Tamil Nadu Governor, Banwarilal Puro-
hit and Fisheries Minister D Jayakumar took 
part in the event.

Araria/Patna, March 16 
(PTI): Two persons were ar-
rested here today for alleg-
edly raising anti-national 
slogans, while celebrating 
the victory of RJD candi-
date Sarfaraz Alam in the 
Araria Lok Sabha bypoll, 
police said.

A video footage, which 
has gone viral on the social 
media, shows a group of 
people raising “anti-India” 
and “pro-Pakistan” slogans 
after the declaration of the 
bypoll results on Wednes-
day, they added.

Taking cognizance 
of the video, the Station 
House Officer (SHO) of 
Araria town police lodged 
an FIR against a group of 
persons -- three named, 
the rest unidentified -- un-
der various sections of the 
IPC and IT Act.

“Two persons named 
in the FIR -- Mohammad 

Shahzad and Mohammad 
Sultan -- have been ar-
rested. The third accused, 
Mohammad Abid, will be 
nabbed soon,” District 
Magistrate, Araria, Himan-
shu Sharma said.

The video showed the 
sloganeers flashing the vic-
tory sign near Alam’s resi-
dence.Alam had defeated 
the BJP’s Pradeep Kumar 
Singh by over 60,000 votes 
in the bypoll.

Reacting to the devel-
opment, Leader of Oppo-
sition in the Bihar Assem-
bly Tejashwi Yadav said in 
Patna, “Let the matter be 
thoroughly investigated. 
Videos that go viral are not 
always authentic. Moreo-
ver, those named as ac-
cused may not necessarily 
be our party workers.” 

Stating that he had spo-
ken to Alam, who had told 
him that no victory cel-

ebrations were organised 
by him, the RJD leader said, 
“On occasions like these, 
people gather on their own. 
In a crowd, anybody can 
cause a mischief. Moreo-
ver, the BJP has been carry-
ing out a smear campaign 
against us, describing our 
victory in Araria as a boost 
to terrorist activities.” 

Yadav also took strong 
exception to Union minis-
ter Giriraj Singh’s statement 
that the RJD victory would 
convert Araria into a terror-
ist hub.

“Does he not remem-
ber that the seat was with 
the RJD since 2014, when 
Alam’s father, the late Mo-
hammad Taslimuddin, got 
elected from there? Was it 
a terrorist hub during that 
period? If yes, what was 
the government, of which 
Singh is a part, doing,” he 
said.

Chandigarh, March 16 
(IANS): Aam Aadmi Party’s 
(AAP) Punjab unit chief 
Bhagwant Mann and co-
President Aman Arora on 
Friday resigned from their 
posts, a day after party 
Convenor Arvind Kejri-
wal apologised to a former 
state ,minister for accusing 
him of involvement in the 
drug trade.

Mann, who announced 
his resignation on Twitter, 
said his fight against the 
drug mafia would however 
continue.

“I’m resigning as Presi-

dent of AAP Punjab... but 
my fight against the drug 
mafia and all kinds of cor-
ruption in Punjab will con-
tinue as an Aam Aadmi 
(common man) of Punjab,” 
Mann tweeted.

Mann, who represents 
Sangrur constituency in 
the Lok Sabha, was ap-
pointed the state party 
chief in May 2017.

Hours later, another 
AAP leader Arora said he 
was also putting in his pa-
pers.

“Rspctd @msisodia 
ji, due to painful turn of 

events since yesterday 
(Thursday), please accept 
my resignation from the 
post of co-President. Re-
gards,” his tweet read.

On Thursday, Kejriwal 
withdrew his drug trade 
allegations against Bikram 
Singh Majithia, who is a 
brother-in-law of Shiro-
mani Akali Dal President 
Sukhbir Badal, and an ap-
plication regarding the 
same was filed in a trial 
court in Amritsar, where a 
defamation case filed by 
Majithia against the Delhi 
Chief Minister on May 20, 
2016, is being heard.

“This proves that they 
were raking up the issue 
to tarnish my image and 
harm me and gain politi-
cally,” Majithia told report-
ers on Thursday.

Majithia said another 
AAP leader Ashish Khetan 
too had submitted his offer 
of regret.

Reacting to Kejriwal’s 
apology, Leader of Oppo-
sition and AAP legislator 
Sukhpal Singh Khaira said 
he was “stunned” by the 
development.

sible.
On a separate category 

of evidence presented by 
the Indian government, 
Mallya’s team questioned 
the reliability of investigat-
ing officers in the case and 
pointed to over 150 pages 
of “near identical material” 
purporting to be statement 

of witnesses taken under 
Section 161 of the Indian 
CrPC.

Judge Arbuthnot had 
also sought further clari-
fications related to avail-
ability of natural light and 
medical assistance at Bar-
rack 12 of Mumbai Central 
Prison on Arthur Road, 

where Mallya is to be held 
if he is extradited from Brit-
ain.

The extradition trial, 
which opened at the Lon-
don court on December 
4, is aimed at laying out a 
prima facie case of fraud 
against the tycoon, who 
has been based in the UK 
since he left India in March 
2016.

The CPS, representing 
the Indian government, 
has argued that the evi-
dence they have presented 
confirms “dishonesty” on 
the part of the business-
man and that there are no 
bars to him being extra-
dited from the UK to face 
Indian courts.

Mallya’s defence team 
has deposed a series of ex-
pert witnesses to claim he 
had no “fraudulent” inten-
tions and that he is unlikely 
to get a fair trial in India.

Mallya was arrested by 
Scotland Yard on an extra-
dition warrant in April 2017 
and has been out on bail 
on a bond worth 650,000 
pounds. Chief Magistrate 
Arbuthnot is expected to 
pronounce her verdict in 
the case by May this year.

in the country under the 
UPA fold.” 

A d i t y a n a t h ,  w h o 
termed the Samajwadi 
Party-Bahujan Samajwadi 
Party alliance as one of 

“snake and mongoose”, 
had said over-confidence 
and inability to understand 
the electoral understand-
ing between the SP and the 
BSP led to the defeat in the 

Gorakhpur and Phulpur 
seats.

In Bihar, the Rashtriya 
Janata Dal retained Araria 
Lok Sabha seat and Jehana-
bad Assembly constitu-
ency, while the BJP held on 
to Bhabua.

Rahul Gandhi had re-
ceived some praise from 
Pawar last month, who said 
the Congress party chief 
was showing an inclination 
to “learn and understand” 
the issues facing the na-
tion. Asked if the Shiv Sena, 
the BJP’s bickering alliance 
partner, will withdraw sup-
port to the Narendra Modi 
government, like the TDP 
did, Malik said, the “Sena 
won’t part ways with the 
BJP-led government.” 

The Telugu Desam Par-
ty (TDP) today ended its 
four-year-old alliance with 
the BJP and walked out of 
the NDA, eight days after 
two of its Union ministers 
resigned over the Centre’s 
refusal to grant Special Cat-
egory Status to Andhra 
Pradesh.
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H.R. McMaster

Pervez Musharraf

Jacob Zuma

XI Jinping

Trump decides to remove 
National Security Adviser

China to unveil new govt. under Xi on March 17

Kremlin says response to Britain could come ‘any minute’ 

Saudi warns it will pursue nuclear weapons if Iran does

Jacob Zuma to be prosecuted on corruption chargesPutin urges 
citizens to vote in 
presidential election

ISI still providing covert support to Taliban — US media report

Pak court orders suspension of passport of ‘absconder’ Musharraf 

57 killed in airstrikes on 
Syria’s Eastern Ghouta

N.Korean nuclear reactors show new signs of activity

Washington, March 16 
(IANS): US President Don-
ald Trump has decided to 
remove H.R. McMaster as 
his National Security Ad-
viser and was actively dis-
cussing potential replace-
ments, The Washington 
Post reported.

The turbulence is part 
of a broader potential 
shake-up under considera-
tion by Trump that is likely 
to include senior officials at 
the White House, informed 
sources told The Post late 
Thursday.

“The President is enjoy-
ing the process of assess-
ing his team and making 
changes, tightening his 
inner circle to those he 
considers survivors and 
who respect his unconven-
tional style,” a senior White 
House official said.

Several candidates 
have emerged as possible 
McMaster replacements, 
including John Bolton, a 
former US ambassador to 
the UN and Keith Kellogg, 

the chief of staff of the Na-
tional Security Council.

However, White House 
press secretary Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders pushed 
back late Thursday on Twit-
ter: “Just spoke @POTUS 
and Gen H.R. McMaster. 
Contrary to reports they 
have a good working rela-
tionship and there are no 
changes at the NSC.”

The news of McMas-
ter’s suspected removal 
comes after Trump on 
Tuesday sacked Secretary 
of State Rex Tillerson, end-

ing his short but tumultu-
ous tenure as the nations 
chief diplomat. 

CIA Director Mike 
Pompeo will take over the 
top position.

Trump took to Twitter 
to share the development, 
saying: “Mike Pompeo, 
Director of the CIA, will be-
come our new Secretary of 
State. He will do a fantastic 
job! Thank you to Rex Till-
erson for his service!”

On Wednesday, Trump 
named conservative TV 
analyst Larry Kudlow to 

replace his top economic 
adviser, Gary Cohn, who 
quit over trade disagree-
ments, The Washington 
Post reported.

And on earlier Thurs-
day, Trump signaled that 
more personnel moves 
were likely. 

“There will always be 
change,” the President told 
reporters. “And I think you 
want to see change. I want 
to also see different ideas.”

According to the sourc-
es, others considered at 
risk for being fired or repri-
manded include Housing 
and Urban Development 
Secretary Ben Carson, who 
has generated bad head-
lines for ordering a $31,000 
dining room set for his 
office; Environmental Pro-
tection Agency Admin-
istrator Scott Pruitt, who 
has been under fire for his 
first-class travel at taxpayer 
expense; and Interior Sec-
retary Ryan Zinke, whose 
agency spent $139,000 to 
renovate his office doors.

Beijing, March 16 (PTI): 
China is expected to unveil 
a new government tomor-
row headed by President Xi 
Jinping after scrapping of 
the two-term limit for him 
that makes him China’s 
first leader for life since 
Chairman Mao Zedong.

Except Premier Li 
Keqiang, all top posts in-
cluding the entire Cabinet 
besides governor of the 
central bank will be oc-
cupied by a new set of of-
ficials.

However, all eyes will 
be on the vice presiden-
tial nominee as the recent 
constitutional amendment 
adopted by the rubber 
stamp parliament - Na-
tional People’s Congress 
(NPC) - has removed the 
two-term limit for the pres-
ident and vice president.

While the amendment 
empowered 64-year-old Xi 
to remain in power for life, 
his power base is expected 

to be further reinforced by 
his close associate Wang 
Qishan who carried out the 
dreaded anti-corruption 
campaign in the last five 
years in which over one-
and-a-half million people 
including over 100 minis-
terial-level officials were 
punished.

Wang is due to quit as 
he has crossed 68 years 
of age, the limit for all top 
Chinese officials to retire.

But he is widely ex-
pected to become vice 
president as he was given 
top billing by the official 
media during the current 
annual parliament session 
coverage. Weeks before the 
legislative sessions, various 
officials said Wang would 
be named vice-president, 
the Hong Kong-based 
South China Morning Post 
reported today.

“It was all but con-

firmed by carefully ar-
ranged close-ups of Wang 
appearing on state broad-
caster CCTV immediately 
after Xi and other members 
of the Politburo Standing 
Committee China’s de fac-
to power centre,” it said.

From India’s perspec-
tive of the new line-up of 
officials, Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi is widely 
expected to be elevated 
as state councillor which 
makes him the top diplo-
mat of the country.

The elevation will entail 
him to become China’s 
special representative for 
India-China boundary 
talks. The post is currently 
held by Yang Jiechi who has 
been elevated to the polit-
buro, the top policy body 
of the ruling Communist 
Party of China (CPC).

The line-up of the new 
government will be an-
nounced tomorrow, the 
Post report said.

Moscow, March 16 (PTI/AFP): The 
Kremlin today said it could respond 
to Britain’s expulsion of Russian dip-
lomats over the poisoning of a double 
agent “at any minute”.

Retaliation would be “well 
thought out” and could come at any 
time, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov told journalists when asked if 
Moscow would respond to the meas-
ures before a presidential election on 
Sunday.

“Sooner or later the British side 
will have to present some kind of 
tangible evidence. Sooner or later 
we will have to move into the area of 

supported accusations, and not just 
insinuations,” he added.

“We do not see that yet.” 
In a rare joint statement, the lead-

ers of Britain, France, Germany and 
the US on Thursday condemned the 
nerve agent attack on Sergei Skripal 
and his daughter Yulia as an “assault 
on UK sovereignty”.

As the international scandal gath-
ers pace, Skripal and his daughter 
remain in critical condition after 
exposure to the Soviet-designed 
chemical Novichok on March 4 in 
the southwestern English city of 
Salisbury.

Earlier on Friday, Foreign Minister 
Sergei Lavrov said Moscow would “of 
course” respond in kind to the expul-
sion of 23 Russian diplomats which 
was announced by British Prime 
Minister Theresa May.

He had previously said Russia 
had no motive to target Skripal, 
but suggested others could use the 
poisoning to “complicate” the World 
Cup.

Peskov on Thursday said Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin 
would ultimately choose the op-
tion that “most suits Moscow’s 
interests”.

Washington, March 16 
(PTI/AFP): Saudi Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman has said if Iran de-
velops a nuclear weapon, 
Riyadh will follow suit -- 
just days before he arrives 
in Washington for talks 
with US President Donald 
Trump.

The upstart Saudi roy-
al likened Iran’s supreme 
leader to Adolf Hitler, 
warning he could sweep 
through the Middle East 
like Germany’s Nazis did 
at the start of World War II.

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
“wants to create his own 
project in the Middle East, 
very much like Hitler who 
wanted to expand at the 
time,” said the 32-year-old 
heir to the throne.

Excerpts from the inter-
view, which will air in full 
on CBS on Sunday, came 

as the Trump administra-
tion threatens to end the 
Iran nuclear deal, which 
could leave Tehran free to 
advance its development 
of atomic weapons.

Iran, under pressure 
from European powers to 
assuage US worries about 
its adherence to the nu-
clear deal, hit back at the 
prince.

Prince Mohammed, 
the son and heir of King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al 
Saud, is scheduled to arrive 
in Washington on Monday 
ahead of talks with Trump 
on Tuesday.

The brazen prince, 
dubbed “MBS”, has rocked 
Saudi Arabia since his fa-
ther became king in 2015 
and named him defense 
minister.

Last year, he was el-
evated to crown prince, 

and is seen as the effective 
ruler under his 82-year-old 
father.

His moves have shaken 
up the kingdom -- declar-
ing a liberalization of so-
cial mores from the stifling 
ideology of Wahhabi Islam, 
and moving to modernize 
a heavily top-down econ-
omy.

But in a move to con-
solidate his power over 
rival royals, he also locked 
up many princes and top 
businessmen for months 
to force them to hand over 
fortunes and accept him 
as the country’s future sov-
ereign.

He has mired the US-
backed Saudi military in a 
disastrous confrontation 
with Tehran’s proxies in 
a war that has destroyed 
much of Yemen, and 
launched a mostly failed 

effort by Gulf Arab states to 
isolate Qatar.

Trump however has 
repeatedly signalled his 
support for Saudi Arabia, 
visiting Riyadh in May 2017 
on his first foreign trip as 
the US leader.

His son-in-law and 
senior aide Jared Kushner 
took the lead in building 
a relationship with Prince 
Mohammed, reportedly 
supporting the political 
offensive against Qatar 
-- which the US Defense 
Departmen

By May 12, Trump must 
decide whether to stick 
with 2015’s Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA), which removed 
sanctions on Iran in ex-
change for its pledge to halt 
its push toward developing 
nuclear weapons capabil-
ity.

Johannesburg, March 
16 (IANS): Former South 
African President Jacob 
Zuma will be prosecuted 
on charges of corruption 
and other crimes linked to 
an arms acquisition deal 
from the 1990s, the coun-
try’s chief prosecutor an-
nounced on Friday.

Shaun Abrahams said 
in Pretoria that he believed 
there were “reasonable 
prospects of a successful 
prosecution” and taking 
the case to court was the 
most appropriate way to 
face the charges, the BBC 
reported.

“After consideration of 

Washington, March 16 (PTI): Paki-
stan’s intelligence agency ISI contin-
ues to covertly support the Taliban 
in the border region, a US media re-
port today claimed, naming specific 
neighbourhoods in the country that 
are being used as safe havens by the 
terrorists.

The Washington Times’ investiga-
tive story alleged that Taliban terror-
ists from Afghanistan travel freely to 
a Pakistani army garrison in Quetta 
where they meet with military and 
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) of-
ficials.

“We believe top Taliban lead-
ership are operating from Pash-
tunabad, Gulistan and surrounding 
areas,” an unnamed intelligence 
source was quoted as saying by the 
daily.

Killa Abdullah, a small border 
district about 44 miles from Quetta, 
is another area where the Taliban 
is working with the ISI. Within that 
district, an area known as Chaman 
that borders Afghanistan is a Taliban 
hub, where terrorists operate openly 
and are known to local residents as 
Talibs, it said.

Taliban fighters have been spot-
ted here along the road from and to 
Kuchlak “with automatic weapons 
either in motorbikes, or in four-by-
four vehicles along with two to five 
companions,” the source said.

The Washington Times said that 
the ISI also conducts security patrols 
in facilitating Taliban transit along 
the main highway to Kuchlak, us-
ing a Toyota SUV that is owned by 
the ISI.

Claiming that the ISI security is 
an open secret in the region, the daily 
said local police are not permitted to 
stop the Taliban from travelling from 
Afghanistan to Pakistan and the fight-
ers refuse requests at checkpoints for 
identification by simply stating they 
are Talibs.

“These people freely travel in 
Quetta, Chaman and all surround-
ing areas. Civilian [police] forces 
cannot intervene because they work 
under ISI and military apparatus. 
The police are also powerless and 
are afraid for their own security,” 
American intelligence sources told 
the US daily.

Guldara Baghicha, near Chaman 

city, which houses a Pakistani para-
military garrison is said to be a major 
residence for families of the Taliban. 
The ISI has banned the local police 
and Pakistan’s Frontier Corps from 
entering or patrolling that area.

Kili Jahangir, in its neighbour-
hood, includes restricted zones be-
cause Taliban families live nearby, the 
daily said.

The intelligence source further 
described Jungle Piralizia, south of 
Chaman, as a Taliban “resting place 
after their campaigns in Afghanistan 
against Western forces”.

“In such cases, the Taliban are ar-
rested by local police, then the ISI in-
tervenes immediately and promptly 
releases them,” the daily said.

Meanwhile, the Pentagon yes-
terday said the US wants Pakistan to 
take more steps against terrorism in 
the region.

“The (Defense) Secretary has said 
there is more that Pakistan can do. 
And we look forward to them taking 
more steps to combat terrorism in 
the region,” chief Pentagon spokes-
woman Dana White told reporters at 
her weekly news conference.

Islamabad, March 16 
(PTI): In a blow to Paki-
stan’s former dictator Gen-
eral (retd) Pervez Mush-
arraf, the special court 
hearing the high treason 
case against him has also 
authorised the government 
to suspend his passport as 
well as his national identity 
card, according to a media 
report today.

Last week, the special 
court had ordered the 
government to arrest the 
Dubai-based former pres-
ident and confiscate all 
his properties as it heard 
the high treason case 
against the “proclaimed 
offender” for imposing 
emergency rule in the 
country in 2007.

Musharraf, 74, was in-
dicted in March, 2014 on 
treason charges for im-
posing emergency in 2007 
which led to the confine-
ment of a number of su-
perior court judges in their 
houses and sacking of over 
100 judges.

If the federal govern-
ment suspends his pass-
port and CNIC, Musharraf 
will not be able to travel to 
any country.

The three-member 
bench, headed by Pe-
shawar High Court Chief 

Damascus, March 16 
(IANS): At least 57 civilians 
were killed and hundreds 
injured in airstrikes alleg-
edly carried out by Rus-
sian warplanes over Syria’s 
rebel-held region of East-
ern Ghouta, a war monitor 
said on Friday.

The Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights said the 
Russian jets, which are al-
lied to the Syrian regime, 
killed 46 people in the town 
of Kafr Batna, which is held 
by al-Rahman Corps Is-
lamist rebel group fighting 
against government forces, 
Efe news reported.

In the attacks, the air-
planes allegedly used RBK-
500 cluster bomb provided 
with thermite, a pyrotech-
nic composition of metal 
powder, which serves as 
fuel, and metal oxide which 
cause burn, according to 
SOHR.

As many as 50,000 peo-
ple fled separate offen-
sives against rebel forces 
in northern and southern 
Syria in recent days, activ-
ists said. Twenty thousand 
people have left Eastern 
Ghouta while 30,000 peo-
ple fled northern town of 
Afrin, a town populated 
mainly by ethnic Kurds 
near the frontier, the BBC 
reported.

Afrin has been under 
bombardment from the air 
and the ground by Turkish 
forces and their local Syr-
ian allies. Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan told 
a gathering in Ankara that 
his country would not stop 
until its mission to capture 
Afrin had been completed.

The attacks came amid 
international efforts to de-
liver aid to the area.

A n o t h e r  a t t a c k 
launched by unidentified 

planes took place in the 
Syrian town of Saqba, also 
located in Eastern Ghouta 
and controlled by al-Rah-
man Corps, killing at least 
11 people and wounding 
dozens on Friday.

Seven years of war have 
driven nearly 12 million 
Syrians from their homes. 
At least 6.1 million were 
internally displaced while 
another 5.6 million fled 
abroad. Over 400,000 are 
believed to have been killed 
or are missing, presumed 
dead, since the uprising 
against President Bashar 
al-Assad began in March 
2011.

The Foreign Ministers 
of Turkey, Russia and Iran 
-- three countries closely 
involved in the conflict -- 
met in the Kazakh capital 
Astana to prepare for a 
summit on Syria in Istan-
bul in April.

London, March 16 (IANS): North 
Korea has begun preliminary test-
ing of one of its nuclear reactors 
at the Yongbyon research facility, 
according to new satellite imagery 
examined by Western experts.

The disclosure comes as prep-
arations get underway for the 
summit between North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-un and South 
Korean President Moon Jae-in in 
April and ahead of Kim’s planned 
meeting with US President Donald 
Trump in May, CNN reported on 
Friday.

A report by London-based in-
telligence analysts Jane’s has said 
the imagery indicated that the 

experimental light water reactor, 
known as an ELWR, could become 
operational “with little warning” as 
early as later this year.

According to Jane’s, an image 
from February 25 shows an emis-
sion rising from the reactor’s stack 
that “implies testing of the machin-
ery at the site”. 

The stack is “intended to vent 
non-condensable gases from the 
reactor’s primary circuit”, it said.

Rob Munks, editor of Jane’s 
Intelligence Review, said the light-
water reactor “could be used for 
civilian electricity generation -- its 
stated purpose -- or diverted to-
wards the nuclear programme”.

The reactor is linked to the 
power grid. Industry experts say 
that once operational, the ELWR 
would be able to produce about 
25-30 megawatts, perhaps enough 
to power a town of some 50,000 
inhabitants.

Over the last year, Jane’s and 
other research groups have identi-
fied increased activity in several 
parts of the Yongbyon site, 75 km 
north of Pyongyang. 

Construction of the ELWR was 
completed in 2013 and is optimised 
for civilian electricity production, 
but it has “dual-use” potential and 
can be modified to produce mate-
rial for nuclear weapons.

Justice Yahya Afridi had 
conducted the last hear-
ing in the case on March 
8. However, the written 
order was issued later, the 
report said.

Since 2013, the special 
court is hearing the treason 
case against Musharraf, 
also head of the All Paki-
stan Muslim League, for 
subverting the constitution 
in 2007. The next hearing of 
the case has been fixed for 
March 21, it said.

A conviction for high 
treason carries the death 
penalty or life imprison-
ment.

The order says that 
Akhtar Shah, the counsel 
for Musharraf, stated that 
his client intends to appear 

before the court but he 
should be provided securi-
ty by the defence ministry.

Quoting legal experts, 
the report said the special 
court’s order to suspend 
Musharraf ’s CNIC and 
passport is very significant 
as it will halt his movement 
abroad.

Advocate Shah told 
the paper that he had al-
ready sent two applica-
tions through courier to the 
ministries of interior and 
defence for providing fool-
proof security to Musharraf 
on his arrival in Pakistan 
to ensure presence in the 
court.

He, however, stated 
that they have yet to receive 
any response from the two 

ministries.
On the other hand, 

prosecution head Akram 
Sheikh said that ministry 
has yet to receive any ap-
plication by Musharraf’s 
counsel.

He also urged the in-
terior ministry to start the 
process for the suspension 
of Musharraf’s CNIC and 
passport, adding that the 
former army chief’s move-
ment will be completely 
stopped after the suspen-
sion of passport.

The special court in 
its order has expressed 
dismay at the inaction of 
the federal government 
in taking positive steps to 
ensure the arrest of Mush-
arraf, who has already been 
declared proclaimed of-
fender.

The court also asked 
the government to make a 
request to the Interpol for 
the issuance of an appro-
priate warrant for his arrest 
and for his production be-
fore the court on March 21.

Musharraf ruled Paki-
stan from 1999 to 2008.

He is wanted in Paki-
stan in several criminal 
cases including in the 
assassination of former 
prime minister Benazir 
Bhutto.

Moscow, March 16 (IANS): 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin on Friday urged the 
citizens to cast their votes 
in Sunday’s presidential 
election for the country’s 
future development.

“Dear Russian citizens, 
as the incumbent presi-
dent, I ask you to go to the 
polling station on Sunday. 
Use your right to choose 
the future for our great 
and beloved Russia.” Putin 
said in a special address to 
voters.

The Constitution of the 
Russian Federation dic-
tates that the only source 
of power is the people and 
“the future of Russia and 
our children depends on 
the will of every Russian 
citizen” Xinhua news agen-
cy quoted the President as 
saying. pected to win with 
a landslide given his high 
approval ratings.

the matter, I am of the view 
that there are reasonable 
prospects of a successful 

prosecution of Zuma on 
the charges listed in the 
indictment,” he said.

In February, the former 
President bowed to party 
pressure and agreed to step 
down following a flurry of 
corruption allegations that 
had left him isolated from 
his supporters.

He was facing his ninth 
no-confidence vote in Par-
liament before he left of-
fice. The charges relate to 
a $2.5 billion government 
arms deal in the late 1990s, 
before he became Presi-
dent.

Zuma faces one charge 
of  racketeering,  two 
charges of corruption, one 
charge of money launder-
ing and 12 of fraud.
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Daler Mehndi convicted 
in human trafficking case 

I want to surprise fans on Legacy Of The Beast tour — Dickinson

Irrfan Khan diagnosed with neuroendocrine tumour

JLo recalls sexual harassment early in her career

Rob Halford open to black metal 
project with Behemoth’s Nergal

Meghan Trainor still doesn’t feel famous
She is a Grammy winner, and yet singer Meghan Trainor doesn’t 
feel famous. The “All about that bass” hitmakers credits her family 
for helping her remain grounded, reports femalefirst.co.uk. “I don’t 
feel famous even though we are on TV and that is crazy. Everything 
I do, I do with my family so I guess they keep me humble,” Trainor 
said on TV show “This Morning”. The singer recently returned 
with her new single “No excuses”, and has been open about 
her battle with anxiety, which she has now overcome. “I real-
ised I don’t have a sassy song so I wrote that last. I had a per-
sonal experience and I wanted to write something I haven’t 
written already, a concept I haven’t done yet.” (IANS)

A 
court in Patiala on Friday 
convicted famous bhangra-
pop singer Daler Mehndi in a 
15-year-old human traffick-
ing case. He was sentenced 

to two years in jail and was later granted 
bail.

Police had registered a case against 
Mehndi, his brother Shamsher Singh -- 
who died in last October -- and two oth-
ers after it was alleged that the accused 
took money from people to the tune of 
Rs 1 crore on the pretext of taking them 
abroad.

A complainant, Bakhshish Singh, 
alleged that the deal never matured and 
the accused failed to return the money.

The case was registered in 2003 in 
Patiala. Daler was subsequently arrested 
and released on bail after a few days.

Pleading innocence, Daler told the 
media on Friday: “I have been granted 
bail. We will appeal in a higher court.”

Police had earlier moved two peti-
tions before the court saying that Daler 
was not required in the case as he had 
nothing to do with the immigration 
fraud, called ‘kabootarbaazi’ -- meaning 
flying pigeons referring to numerous 
youth in Punjab trying to use illegal 
means to settle abroad.

Daler was arrested by the police in 
October 2003 along with Shamsher after 

the complainant said he was duped of 
a huge sum of money by the brothers, 
who had promised to take him abroad 
as part of their musical group and to 
leave him in some western country to 
settle there.

Police officials, after investigations, 
had stated that the singers and other 
performers had got into a well-organ-
ised racket to illegally take youth out of 
Punjab to western countries by making 
them part of musical troupes. The youth 
were charged up to Rs 2 million in each 
case.

But after police started the proceed-
ings that Daler had nothing to do with 
the immigration fraud case, the com-
plainant moved court again objecting 
to the singer being discharged. He said 
that both the brothers had duped him.

Daler’s arrest was quite controversial 
at a police station in Patiala in 2003 as 
he was asked to strip by a few junior 
police officers during interrogation. He 
spent a few days behind lock-up before 
being released on bail.

His younger brother, singer Mika, 
who accompanied him during the 
surrender in 2003, had to beat a hasty 
retreat near the police station when an 
“organised” angry mob surrounded 
their vehicles.

IANS

I
ron Maiden frontman 
Bruce Dickinson says he 
wants to surprise fans on 
their upcoming The Legacy 
Of The Beast tour.

The run of UK and European 
shows will take place throughout 
May, June, July and August, with 
the tour named after the band’s 
mobile game and comic book of 
the same name.

But while the live shows tie in 
with those products, Dickinson 
tells Kerrang: “I haven’t paid too 
much attention to the game ele-
ment, to be honest. I’m focused 
on what’s gonna constitute 
an amazing setlist, and what’s 
gonna constitute an amazing 
stage show.

 “I’m looking at the show as 
something that should certainly 
exceed what we did on the Book 
Of Souls tour, and I’m approach-
ing things a slightly different way.

 “I’m approaching some of 
the songs a slightly different way. 
I’m conscious that over the years 
we’ve fallen into a little groove 
with some songs, so I want to try 
to shake that groove up a little 
bit.”

Dickinson adds: “I want it 

to be really slick, but awesome. 
I want people to go, ‘Wow! 
Fucking hell, you’ve gotta see 
this show!’ I want people to be 
surprised as well.  “I want them 
to go home going, ‘Fucking hell, 
I can’t believe they played that 
song!’ That’s the reaction I want.

 “On the Book Of Souls tour, 
there was quite a lot of chatting 

with the audience. I’m not plan-
ning that on this tour because 
we’ve got so much to do and 
there’s so much going on. The 
show and the music is gonna 
carry the whole bloody thing.”

He adds: “We’re playing one 
or two things that people are 
gonna be really surprised by. 
There’ll be social media mad-

ness after the first show.” 
Dickinson’s film Scream For 

Me Sarajevo, which documents 
his solo show in the middle of 
the siege of the city in 1994, is to 
be shown in cinemas across the 
UK from next month. Details of a 
home release will be revealed in 
due course.

Teamrock.com

B
ollywood star 
Irrfan Khan 
on Friday 
revealed he 
has been 

diagnosed with neuroen-
docrine tumour and is 
going out of the country 
for treatment.

“The unexpected 
makes us grow, which 
is what the past few 
days have been about. 
Learning that I have been 
diagnosed with neuroen-
docrine tumour as of 
now has admittedly been 
difficult, but the love and 
strength of those around 
me and that I found 
within me has brought 

me to a place of hope,” he 
said in a statement.

“The journey of this 

is taking me out of the 
country, and I request 
everyone to continue 

sending their wishes. As 
for the rumours that were 
floated, neuro is not al-
ways about the brain and 
Googling is the easiest 
way to do research ;-) To 
those who waited for my 
words, I hope to be back 
with more stories to tell,” 
51-year-old Irrfan added.

Neuroendocrine 
tumours are described as 
rare and can occur any-
where in the body. Most 
neuroendocrine tumours 
occur in the lungs, ap-
pendix, small intestine, 
rectum and pancreas. 
They can be non-cancer-
ous or malignant.

However, in Irrfan’s 

case, he has not yet re-
vealed which stage of the 
condition he is suffering 
or whether it is malignant 
or not.

His revelation comes 
days after the interna-
tionally known acclaimed 
actor left fans, friends 
and colleagues worried 
by informing them via 
social media that his life 
had been shaken up by a 
“rare disease”.

Irrfan began his state-
ment with an emotional 
quote by Margaret Mitch-
ell -- “Life is under no 
obligation to give us what 
we expect.”

IANS

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm, 8 
pm: Raid (Hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie ScheduleJ

udas Priest frontman Rob 
Halford reports that he’s spo-
ken with Behemoth vocalist 
and guitarist Nergal 
about work-

ing on a possible 
black 

metal 
project.

Hal-
ford 

has long 
spoken about 

wanting to 
work on a black 

metal album, with 
initial discussions 
between him and 
Emperor’s Ihsahn 
taking place 
back in 
2006.

And in a new interview with 
Noisey, Halford says he still hopes 
something will happen in the 
future.

He says: “The black metal 
project! It keeps being about to lift 
the launchpad, but 
it never quite gets 
anywhere. I met 
Nergal from 
Behemoth re-
cently, and 
I said, ‘You 
know I love 
your kind 
of music. I 
would love 
to kind of 
put my 

toe into the water and see what 
would happen.’

 “So now I’ve got these two 
very nebulous, but I hope at some 
point very real opportunities, to 
do something with Nergal and still 
something to with Ihsahn.

 “Anthems To The Welkin At 
Dusk – that’s my big Emperor al-
bum. Both of them are incredible 
– they just have this real mastery 
of their world.”

Responding to the interview 
on Instagram, Nergal replied: 
“Now fuckin’ deal with it! With 

such vibes within the metal com-
munity, the future has no fuckin’ 

limits.” 
But before any collabora-

tions can take place, Halford 
will be concentrating on 

Priest’s current tour in 
support of their latest 

album Firepower.
Teamrock.Com

Kanye West’s Yeezy clothing label in legal trouble

R
apper Kanye West’s Yeezy 
clothing company has 
been sued for allegedly 
using another brand’s 
camouflage print.

Jordan Outdoor Enterprises 
filed a lawsuit against the rapper-
turned-designer’s label on Thursday, 
claiming that Yeezy’s camouflage 
print is an unauthorised copy of their 
Realtree collection, reports people.
com. 

The alleged copycat pattern was 
used as a part of West’s Season 5 line 
for hoodies, bomber jackets, shirts, 
cargo pants and thigh-high boots. 
NBA players LeBron James’ brand 
Unknwn is also named in the lawsuit 
for selling the Yeezy clothes.

West’s wife and muse Kim 
Kardashian was photographed wear-

ing a version of the print in January.
In court documents, Jordan 

said that a representative from 
Yeezy reached out to Jordan 
in March 2016 with inquiries 
about their camouflage de-
sign. However, communica-
tion between the brands 
ceased after the subject of 
licensing was brought up 
by Jordan, according to the 
lawsuit.

Jordan is also accusing 
Yeezy of removing its 
trademarks from the 
original camouflage 
print without 
official license 
or authorisation 
prior to copying.

IANS

S
inger-actress 
Jennifer Lopez 
says she was 
asked by a direc-
tor to show her 

breasts.
Lopez opened up 

about her experience in 
Hollywood in an inter-
view to Harper’s Bazaar 
magazine, reports nydai-
lynews.com. 

She said that she was 
made uncomfortable by 
inappropriate demands 

from a director asking her 
to show her chest.

“I haven’t been 
abused in the way some 
women have. But have 
I been told by a director 
to take off my shirt and 
show my b**bs? Yes, I 
have,” Lopez said. 

“But did I do it? No, I 
did not,” she added. 

Lopez says she was 
terrified to come forward 
about the experience, 
which occurred on one of 

their first meetings.
“When I did speak up, 

I was terrified. I remem-
ber my heart beating out 
of my chest, thinking, 
‘What did I do? This man 
is hiring me!’ It was one 
of my first movies. But 
in my mind I knew the 
behaviour wasn’t right. 
It could have gone either 
way for me.”

She did not reveal the 
name of the director.

IANS
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Mirror Crossword 1763        sud0ku 1603
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1762

ACRoss
1. Glasses (slang)
6. Accomplishes
10. Portrays
14. Poet T.S. _____
15. Forearm bone
16. Fruit of the blackthorn bush
17. Italian waitress on “Cheers”
18. Urges or incites (slang)
19. Rational
20. Star-like (or shaped) objects
22. Instilled fear
24. Greases
25. Pertaining to microscopic hair-

like growths
26. Mother of Galahad (by Lancelot)
29. Mother of Zeus
30. Title for God
31. City in Florida
37. Samurai skewer knife
39. Wide Japanese sash
40. Volume equal to 1 cubic meter
41. Fire with little smoke or flame
44. South African currency
45. Amongst
46. Loves deeply
48. Produced by spiders
52. Applaud
53. Backlog
54. Pachyderm
58. Rotary phone device
59. Young Mens Christian 

Association
61. Spruce
62. Government (abbrev.)
63. Hawaiian island
64. Tart fruit
65. Son of Seth (Bible)

66. Lions
67. Paradises 
DoWn
1. Seconds (abbrev.)
2. Plait or braid
3. Ireland
4. Pertaining to a fine suspension 

in a uniform medium
5. Russian dictator Joseph ______
6. Songs in 2 voices
7. Soviet gymnast ____ Korbut
8. England (abbrev.)
9. Spunkier
10. Very (musical term)
11. Latin (feminine) for “Clear”
12. Used in photocopiers and laser 

printers 
13. Run-down or dangerous
21. Actor Sir ____ Guinness
23. Talons
25. Metal links
26. Large deer (plural)
27. Weaver’s tool
28. Jason’s ship (Greek 

mythology)
29. Resubmit an offer
32. Asian arboreal, prosimian 

primate
33. Shrivelled
34. Rip
35. Sea eagle
36. Communists (slang)

38. Pertaining to Mt. Ida in Crete
42. Formation, early growth and 

development of organisms
43. Storm
47. Mottle
48. Beg or borrow with no intent 

to repay
49. Constellation
50. Cheer
51. Weals
52. Santa _____
54. Reflected sound
55. Highest point of attainment
56. Gas used in signs
57. Darkens skin
60. Actress ___ West

solutions to suD0ku 1602

Venus Williams returns a shot against Carla Suarez Navarro, of Spain, during the quarterfinal match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis 
tournament on Thu. March 15 in Indian Wells, Calif.

AP/PTI

Lahore, March 16 (IANS): 
West Indian mystery spin-
ner Sunil Narine has once 
again been reported for 
suspect bowling action, 
this time during the Paki-
stan Super League game 
between Lahore Qalan-
dars and Quetta Gladia-
tors.

Narine, who has a his-
tory of being reported sev-
eral times in the past, finds 
himself on the PSL’s watch 
list but will continue to 
play unless reported again.

“Narine has now been 
placed on the warning list 
and may continue to be 
selected to play and bowl 
for his team in the PSL,” 
the PCB said in a state-
ment.  “As the PSL follows 
the ICC regulations on 
illegal bowling actions, if a 
player is reported (again) 
while on the warning list, 
the player shall be sus-
pended from bowling for 
the remainder of the PSL 
tournament.

“The match officials 
report on Narine’s bowl-

Birmingham, March 16 
(PTI): Indian shuttler H 
S Prannoy progressed to 
the quarterfinals but title 
contender Kidambi Sri-
kanth crashed out after 
suffering a narrow defeat 
to China’s Huang Yuxiang 
in the USD 1000,000 All 
England Championship 
here.

The unseeded Pran-
noy, who came into the 
tournament after recover-
ing from foot warts, out-
witted former world no 
3 and 2014 world cham-
pionship bronze medal-
list Tommy Sugiarto of 
Indonesia 21-10 21-19 in 
a pre-quarterfinal match.

The world no 3 had 

Federer, Venus Williams roll into semifinals at Indian Wells

Spinner Narine reported 
for suspect action in PSL

Brazil’s Luis could miss World Cup after leg fracture

Prannoy enters quarters, Srikanth crashes out

Lotha Students’ Union martyrs 
football trophy from April 14

Indian Wells (Calif.), 
March 16 (AP): The se-
niors are rolling into the 
semifinals at the BNP Pa-
ribas Open.

Roger Federer and 
Venus Williams won in 
straight sets on Thursday, 
extending the 36-year-old 
Swiss superstar’s bid for 
a record sixth title in the 
desert and the 37-year-old 
American’s attempt to win 
her first.

Fe d e re r  d e f e a t e d 
Chung Hyeon 7-5, 6-1 and 
equal his career-best start 
of 16-0 from 2006.

Williams beat Carla 
Suarez Navarro 6-3, 6-2 in 
the event where she first 
broke out as a 16-year-old 
qualifier in 1997.

Federer won the Aus-
tralian Open in January 
and has regained the No. 
1 ranking. Williams re-
turned to the top 10 last 
year after being runner-
up at the Australian Open 
and Wimbledon.

‘’I’m just happy that 
I’m able to keep up a good 
level. Same for Venus,’’ Fe-
derer said. ‘’Really happy 
for her that she’s really 
consistently easily mak-
ing all these semis and 
finals and winning tour-
naments.’’

With Rod Laver and 
Pete Sampras looking on, 
Federer fired 12 aces and 
was broken just once.

Federer and Chung 
last played in the Aus-
tralian Open semifinals, 
when the South Korean 
was forced to retire trail-
ing 6-1, 5-2 because of 
blisters on his left foot. 
Federer went on to win 
the title and at 36 is the 
No. 1 player again.

Federer saved a hand-
ful of break points in the 
first game of the second 
set and then broke Chung 
twice, including on a dou-
ble fault to take a 5-1 lead.

‘’I had a plan in place, 
but then you adjust to 
it constantly,’’ Federer 
said. ‘’Maybe it’s the wind, 
maybe it’s the opponent, 
because you just don’t 
know his patterns yet. I 
like it when it’s the un-
known, even though it can 
be a bit scary.’’

Serving for the match, 
Federer’s errant backhand 
spoiled his first match 
point. His forehand volley 
went wide, giving Chung 
a  break chance.  But 
Chung’s forehand error 
got Federer to deuce and 
he closed out his second 
match point with an ace 

Madrid, March 16 (AP): 
Brazilian left back Filipe 
Luis has a leg fracture that 
could stop him going to 
the World Cup in Russia.

Atletico Madrid said 
Friday that Luis sustained 
the injury to his left leg 
in the second half of the 
Spanish team’s 5-1 rout 
of Lokomotiv Moscow in 
the Europa League round-
of-16 match on Thursday.

The club did not say 
how long Luis will be side-
lined. Similar injuries have 
required at least six weeks 
of recovery time and lon-
ger if surgery is required.

that Chung unsuccessful-
ly challenged the call on.

Next up for Federer 
is Borna Coric of Croa-
tia, who upset No. 7 seed 
Kevin Anderson 2-6, 6-4, 
7-6 (3) for his first win 

in four tries against the 
South African.

Williams has never 
reached the final of the 
desert tournament and 
to do she’ll have to get by 
20-year-old Russian Daria 

Kasatkina, who has yet to 
drop a set in four matches 
at Indian Wells.

At  37,  Wil l iams is 
the oldest player in the 
draw. She made the quar-
terfinals in her tourna-

ment debut in 1997 and 
notched her first win over 
a top-10 player before los-
ing to eventual champion 
Lindsay Davenport.

Williams took 71 min-
utes to put away Suarez 

Navarro for the fourth 
straight time on Thursday. 
Playing in swirling winds, 
Suarez Navarro commit-
ted 29 unforced errors to 
17 for Williams.

‘’I don’t care what’s 
happening on court, I just 
try to execute my game,’’ 
Williams said. ‘’You kind 
of hope for this kind of 
scoreline, but you never 
know if you’re actually 
going to get it.’’

Kasatkina needed just 
58 minutes to dispatch 
former No. 1 Angelique 
Kerber 6-0, 6-2 in the 
quarterfinals.

T h e  R u s s i a n  h a s 
knocked out U.S. Open 
champion Sloane Ste-
phens and No. 2-ranked 
Caroline Wozniacki along 
the way.

‘’Maybe, yeah, from 
the side or with the score 
it looks like it was simple, 
but of course it’s not,’’ 
Kasatkina said. ‘’I knew 
that in one moment if I 
will lose focus just for a 
second, they will come 
back and then the big 
battle, five hours again, 
will start.’’

The German never 
managed a break point 
against Kasatkina’s serve. 
The Russian connected 

on 82 percent of her first 
serves, winning 22 of 32 
first-serve points.

Besides Stephens and 
Australian Open winner 
Wozniacki, Kasatkina has 
beaten the other current 
Grand Slam titleholders 
in the past year: French 
Open winner Jelena Os-
tapenko and Wimbledon 
champion Garbine Mu-
guruza.

That’s part of the rea-
son for her impressive 
rise in the rankings over 
the last three years, and 
she’s guaranteed to make 
her highest move yet as a 
result of her deep run in 
the desert.

She came into the 
tournament at No. 19, 
two spots lower than her 
career-best. She could 
move to 15th or 16th, and 
has a shot at the top 10 if 
she would win the title.

The other women’s 
semi is already set: No. 
1 Simona Halep against 
Japan’s Naomi Osaka, an-
other 20-year-old making 
a huge run through the 
draw.

Osaka’s victims have 
included Maria Sharapo-
va, No. 31 Agnieszka Rad-
wanska and No. 5 Karo-
lina Pliskova.

ing action will be sent to 
Cricket West Indies and he 
will have to go through the 
process that is followed 
by Cricket West Indies, for 
suspected illegal bowling 
actions,” the statement 
added.

Narine was one of only 
two players retained by 
his Indian Premier League 
(IPL) franchise Kolkata 

Knight Riders (KKR) ahead 
of this season, which be-
gins on April 7, and ques-
tions remain over whether 
this will affect his partici-
pation in the tournament. 

It is unlikely to affect 
it, unless he is called for a 
second time in the PSL, or 
Cricket West Indies runs 
tests that find his action to 
be illegal.

Dimapur, March 16 (EMN): The games 
and sports secretary, Lotha Students’ 
Union in a press note stated that the 
19th edition of the Lotha Students’ 
Union (LSU) martyrs football trophy 
2018 will commence tentatively from 
April 14 onwards at the Wokha town 
local ground.

The tournament is being organised 
by LSU 

Interested teams/clubs/schools and 
colleges are invited to register for the 
tournament from LSU office.

For further details one can contact 
games & sports secretary, LSU at 91 
7005587169.

The 32-year-old Luis 
was called up by Brazil 

coach Tite for friendlies 
against Russia in Mos-

cow on March 23 and 
against Germany in Berlin 

on March 27. Brazil’s first 
game at the World Cup 
is against Switzerland on 
June 17.

Luis was injured while 
trying to prevent Loko-
motiv forward Eder tak-
ing a shot from inside the 
area in the 60th minute. 
He successfully cleared 
the ball but his leg was hit 
from behind.

Luis left the field on a 
stretcher and tests Friday 
in Madrid confirmed the 
fracture in his lower leg.

Atletico advanced 8-1 
on aggregate after the vic-
tory in Russia.

Filipe Luis

H S Prannoy

defeated Yuxiang, ranked 
42, to claim the 2016 Syed 
Modi Grand Prix Gold title 
but Srikanth failed to see 
off the unseeded Chinese 
at the Arena Birmingham, 
losing 11-21 21-15 20-22 
in a 52 minute battle.

“I didn’t start well but 
then I came back really 
well in both the games. I 
missed out on easy points 
in the third,” Srikanth 
said.

“Well, there were too 
many service faults in 
opening game. I didn’t 
expect that to happen. 
Yesterday I didn’t get 
any, today ( Thursday) 
it was totally changed. 
That should not happen 
in a tournament. There 
should be a specific rule.

“The umpire couldn’t 
find faults yesterday (on 
Wednesday) but today the 
umpire sitting found too 
many faults.

It is ridiculous,” an up-
set Srikanth said.

Prannoy, who slipped 
to world no 16 after miss-
ing a few tournaments 
earlier in the year, will 
now face Yuxiang in the 
quarters.

India’s rising dou-
bles pair of Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy and Chirag 
Shetty played their heart 
out before losing to the 
second seeded Danish 
combo of Mathias Boe 
and Carsten Mogensen 
21-16 16-21 23-21 in an 
hour and three minutes.

“We are playing better. 
we need more experience. 
We got 2-3 service faults in 
crucial moments, we were 
down in first game and it 
was same till the end.

In  the  second we 
could pull off but in the 
third game we were neck 
and neck,” Satwik said.

“We lost three times to 

them, it was always close.
Unfortunate today af-

ter every two points in 
crucial points we had ser-
vice faults.

This is our first All 
England, so there is a little 
bit of nerves. We were bit 
unlucky today,” Chirag 
said.

The mixed doubles 
pair of Pranaav Jerry Cho-
pra and N Sikki Reddy, 
however, failed to put up a 
fight against second seeds 
Wang Yilyu and Huang 
Dongping of China, los-
ing 6-21 10- 21 in just 24 
minutes.

Olympic silver medal-
list P V Sindhu will clash 
with seventh-seeded 
Japanese Nozomi Oku-
hara in a re-match of the 
World Championship fi-
nal, which went down in 
history as one of the lon-
gest and greatest battles, 
clocking 110 minutes.



Mohammed Shami

Arsenal's English striker Danny Welbeck (C) scores the team's third goal during the UEFA Europa League 
round of 16 second-leg football match against AC Milan at the Emirates Stadium in London.
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Bengaluru FC skipper Sunil Chhetri (L) shakes hands with his counterpart Chennaiyin FC's Jeje Lalpekhlua during a pre-ISL final press 
conference in Bengaluru on Fri. March 16.

PTI

Model club Bengaluru FC 
eye ISL glory on debut

Liverpool draw City, Real and Juve 
in Champions League rematch

Pochettino hails Dele Alli 
as 'world's best' youngster

Atletico-Lisbon, Arsenal-CSKA 
Moscow in Europa League quarters

Arsenal dismiss AC Milan to advance to Europa quarters

Shami to be back in 
Central Contracts if ACU 

report absolves him

Sindhu battles past Okuhara to reach All England semis

Bengaluru, March 16 
(ptI): Chennaiyin FC 
stand in the way as Ben-
galuru FC, the model club 
of Indian football, seek a 
triumphant conclusion to 
what has been a remark-
able maiden campaign in 
the Indian Super League, 
in Bengaluru on Saturday.

Having clinched the 
prestigious Federation 
Cup and I- League twice, 
Bengaluru FC will attempt 
to crown themselves with 
the ISL trophy before their 
home fans at the Sree Kan-
teerava Stadium.

After moving into ISL 
from I-League, Bengaluru 
have scripted a fairytale 
narrative, winning 13 of 
their 18 matches and qual-
ifying for the playoffs with 
four games to spare. They 
were eight points clear 

of second-placed Chen-
naiyin.

Miku and skipper Sunil 
Chhetri have got Benga-
luru major chunk of the 
goals, bulging the net on 
24 occasions, a feat which 
has the potential of send-
ing shivers down the ri-
val's spine.

Miku stands second 
on highest goal-scorers' 
list by scoring 14 times 
and Chhetri stands fifth 
with 10 to his credit, which 
includes his fantastic hat-
trick in the second leg 
semifinal against FC Pune 
City last week.

Nishu Kumar, Udanta 
Singh and Erik Paartalu 
have been extremely good 
before their home fans.

Though Bengaluru 
may miss defender Har-
manjot Khabra due to a 

rib injury that he has been 
nursing since February, 
chief coach Albert Roca 
still have a formidable de-
fence lineup to bank on. 
The list includes 
Spaniard Di-
mas Delgado, 
John John-
son, Juanan, 
Lenny Ro-
drigues, Ra-
hul Bheke and 
Subashish Bose.

A p a r t  f r o m 
possessing some top class 
strikers and effective mid-
fielders, Bengaluru boast 
of having India's No 1 
goalkeeper Gurpreet Singh 
Sandhu in their ranks.

Sandhu had been in-
strumental in bringing up 
some spectacular saves at 
crucial stages.

The club has won two 

league titles, including 
the I- league in their de-
but season, and two Fed-
eration Cups. In Novem-
ber 2017, the club began 

playing in the Indian 
Super League after 

becoming an ex-
pansion team in 
the league.

Despite only 
p l a y i n g  f o u r 

seasons in the I-
League, the club 

were considered one of 
the model clubs of Indian 
football.

Bengaluru drew praise 
for bringing a new sense 
of professionalism to In-
dian football, including 
the use of on field equip-
ment meant to help player 
fitness.

Roca would be expect-
ing his players to execute 

Birmingham, March 16 
(IANS): India's star shut-
tler P.V. Sindhu overcame 
reigning world champion 
Nozomi Okuhara of Ja-
pan on Friday to enter 
the semi-finals of the All 
England Open BWF World 
Tour Super 1000 here.

T h e  R i o  O l y m p i c 
Games silver medallist 
edged past seventh seed 
Okuhara 20-22, 21-18, 
21-18 in an hour and 24 
minutes in a last-eight 
women's singles clash 
here.

While the first game 
was a see-saw battle, with 
both not letting each 

other take long run of 
points, the second and 
third game saw fourth 
seeded Sindhu recover 
from difficult situations.

In the second game, 
Sindhu had a three-point 
advantage at 16-13 but 
the Japanese hit back and 
took the lead at 18-16. 
However, Sindhu dis-
played superb skills to 
win the game 21-18 and 
take the match to the 
third game.

In the third and de-
cisive game, the Indian 
looked tired and trailed 
12-16 but fought back to 
equalise with four straight 

points before sealing the 
game 21-18.

On Saturday, Sindhu 
will  meet the winner 
between 2016 Olympic 
champion Carolina Marin 
and Japanese second seed 
Akane Yamaguchi.

The other semi-final 
will be contested between 
Chinese Taipei's world 
No.1 Tai Tzu Ying and 
Chinese eight seed Chen 
Yufei.

While Tai eased past 
Japan's Aya Ohori 21-12, 
21-13 in 33 points, Yufei 
saw off Denmark's Mia 
Blichfeldt 21-17, 21-12 in 
44 minutes.

New Delhi, March 16 
(ptI): Speedster Moham-
med Shami, in all likeli-
hood, will find himself 
back in the list of centrally 
contracted players if the 
report filed by the BC-
CI's Anti Corruption Unit 
(ACU) head Neeraj Kumar 
absolves him from any 
wrongdoing as per the 
board's Code of Ethics.

It has been learnt that 
allegations of domestic 
violence levelled by Sha-
mi's wife Hasin Jahan are 
completely under police 
jurisdiction and the BCCI 
will have nothing to do 
with it.

"The brief is pretty 
clear. The BCCI's hand-
book has an 'Ethics Code' 
for cricketers with a spe-
cific clause regarding fi-
nancial transactions. The 
ACU is only investigat-
ing Shami's dealings with 
Mohammed Bhai and 
Alishba and the alleged 
monetary exchange his 
wife is talking about. If 
Kumar's report absolves 
Shami of any wrongdoing, 
he will be immediately 
handed back his Central 
Contract," a senior BCCI 
official told PTI on Friday.

The senior official 
made it clear that BCCI 

Nyon (Switzerland), March 16 (AFp): 
Manchester City will face Liverpool in an 
all-English Champions League quarter-
final while Juventus have a chance to 
gain revenge on holders Real Madrid in a 
repeat of last year's final.

Surprise qualifiers Sevilla take on Bay-
ern Munich while Barcelona were paired 
with AS Roma in the draw made in 
Nyon on Friday.

Jurgen Klopp's Liverpool 
side will host Pep 
Guardiola's City 
at Anfield for 
the first leg, ei-
ther on April 3 or 
April 4 as the sides meet for 
the first time in Europe.

It will also be the first meeting of 
two English sides in the last eight of the 
Champions League since Chelsea played 
Manchester United in the 2010-2011 
season.

City's director of football Txiki Be-
giristain said: "We know each other very 
well, they are a very offensive team, the 

truth is it is going to be a great couple 
of games and we are going to see good 
football."

Cristiano Ronaldo and his Real team-
mates will be happy to be playing the sec-
ond leg of their tie at their Santiago Ber-
nabeu stadium against Juventus, whose 
experience proved lethal to English club 

Tottenham in the last 16.
Bayern, aiming to win Eu-

rope's top club crown for the 
sixth time, face 

Sevilla, the sur-
prise slayers 
of Manchester 

United in the 
last round, but goalkeeper 
Sven Ulreich said they were 

relieved to avoid one of their major rivals.
"There are harder draws. It's doable, 

but Sevilla have shone in Europe and 
they have won three Europa Leagues," 
Ulreich said.

"So we'll be very focused when we go 
over there (for the first leg) and then we'll 
do the business at home."

London, March 16 (IANS): 
English football giants 
Arsenal defeated AC Mi-
lan 3-1 here to win their 
Europa League round of 
16 tie by a resounding 5-1 
on aggregate and claim a 
berth in the quarter-finals.

Though a step down 
from the Champions 
League, where the Gun-
ners competed for 19 con-
secutive seasons, hoisting 
the trophy in 2006, win-
ning the Europa League 
could redeem an other-
wise mediocre campaign 
for beleaguered manager 
Arsene Wenger, reports 
Efe.

Milan faced a daunt-
ing task after falling 0-2 in 
the first leg at the San Siro 
and they looked deter-
mined at the start of the 
contest at the Emirates on 
Thursday.

Wenger, taking noth-
ing for granted despite the 
advantage, went with his 
first team, minus the in-
jured Alexandre Lacazette 
and January acquisition 
Pierre-Emerick Aubamey-

'set- piece' instructions to 
perfection and make his 
trusted deputy and com-
patriot Carles Cuadrat a 
happy man at the end of 
the match.

How Bengaluru banks 
on set-pieces is reflect-
ed in their opening two 
matches of the campaign 
against Mumbai City and 
Delhi Dynamos. Three of 
the Blues' goals in those 
two wins came from set-
pieces.

On the other hand, 
Chennaiyin have done 
well this season to storm 
into the title clash.

The visitors never 
looked like they would not 
qualify for the semifinal 
slot, but they had some 
anxious moments here 
and there. They ploughed 
their way back under the 
guidance of English coach 
John Gregory who has 
instilled a sense of belief 
into the squad.

Jeje Lalpekhlua has 
struck form at the right 
time when he scripted 
a brace against Goa FC 
in the second leg of the 
semifinal, helping Chen-
naiyiin to blaze through to 
the summit clash.

Jeje has scored nine 
goals this ISL after a har-
rowing time in some of 
the matches.

Giving company to 
Jeje will be Raphael Au-
gusto, who is a nightmare 
for defenders.

Karanjit Singh has 
been in supreme form 
and so have been the mid-
fielders, Bikramjit Singh 
and Dhanpal Ganesh, 
who have 30 games be-
tween them this season.

Second-choice mid-
fiellders Anirudh Thapa 
and Germanpreet too 
have fulfilled the expecta-
tions of Gregory whenever 
they were given a chance.

Thapa is one of the 
best young midfielders 
in India.

ang, excluded because he 
joined Arsenal after the 
club had designated Hen-
rikh Mkhitaryan as the 
single addition to the Eu-
ropean roster that UEFA 
allows.

The visitors' ambi-
tion was rewarded in the 
35th minute, when Hakan 
Çalhanoglu tried his luck 

from 30 yards out and 
the shot got past Arsenal 
keeper David Ospina.

But Milan barely had a 
chance to celebrate before 
the referee awarded Arse-
nal a dubious penalty.

The Gunners' Danny 
Welbeck dropped to the 
ground inside the 18-yard 
box with defender Ricardo 

Rodriguez nearby.
While replays showed 

no contact, the referee 
accepted the judgment of 
the assistant and pointed 
to the spot.

Welbeck took the shot 
and converted to bring 
Arsenal level on the night 
and boost their overall 
lead to 3-1.

Nyon (Switzerland), 
March 16 (IANS): At-
letico Madrid-Sporting 
Lisbon and Arsenal-
CSKA Moscow are the 
highlights of the draw 
for the Europa League 
quarter-finals, held here 
on Friday.

In the other two 
matches, drawn by the 
ambassador of the foot-
ball tournament final, 
former French interna-
tional Eric Abidal, RB 
Leipzig are set to face 
Olympique de Marseille 
and Lazio will face Salz-
burg, reports Efe.

The quarter-final 
matches are scheduled 
for April 5 and April 12.

The draw for the 
semi-finals is scheduled 
for April 13.

T h e  s e m i - f i n a l 
matches are scheduled 
for April 26 and May 3.

The final will  be 
played on May 16 at the 
Stade de Lyon.

Matches of the Eu-
ropa League quarter-
finals:

RB Leipzig (Germa-
ny) - Olympique de Mar-
seille (France)

Arsenal (England) - 
CSKA Moscow (Russia)

A t l e t i c o  M a d r i d 
(Spain) - Sporting Lisbon 
(Portugal)

Lazio (Italy) - Salz-
burg (Austria).

Any lingering doubts 
were removed in the 71st 
minute,  when Milan 
keeper Gianluigi Donna-
rumma misplayed a shot 
from Granit Xhaka from 

outside the 18-yard box 
and fumbled the ball into 
his own net.

Welbeck scored on 
header with four minutes 
left to make the final 3-1.

London, March 16 (AFp): 
Tottenham manager Mau-
ricio Pochettino has hailed 
Dele Alli as the best young 
player in the world as he 
rejigs his side to cope with 
the absence of the injured 
Harry Kane.

The 21-year-old Alli 
has been criticised for 
some inconsistent per-
formances this season 
for a Spurs side chasing a 
top-four spot in the Pre-
mier League and in FA 
Cup quarter-final action 
this weekend.

Alli ended a 15-game 
goal drought when he 
scored in the 4-1 win at 
Bournemouth on Sun-
day and has been given a 
glowing endorsement by 
his boss.

Pochettino said there 
is no other player in the 
world at Alli's age who 
can match his achieve-
ments, despite the rival 
claims of the likes of Leroy 
Sane, Gabriel Jesus, Kyl-
ian Mbappe, Ousmane 
Dembele and Marcus 
Rashford.

"When you 
compare him, 
Dele Alli, 21 
years old, 
with all the 
players in 
the world, 
not only 
i n  E u -
r o p e , 
i n  t h e 
world, 
I think 
he is 
t h e 
best," 
t h e 
Argen-
tine said.

" I n  h i s 
age, in his form, 

assists and everything. 
But, and I don't under-
stand why, there is still that 
feeling (to criticise him). 
For me, Dele Alli, for his 
age, is the best. That's it.

"Tell me one better 
than him, a 21-year-old, 
all that he achieves. Tell 
me one. A current player. 
Maybe you can find simi-
lar or better than him?"

While Alli's displays 
have come under scrutiny 
from fans and the media, 
Pochettino said his opin-
ion is the one that matters 
most

" I 

promise you, I am the 
most critical person with 
my players," said the Spurs 
boss. "But it is difficult to 
criticise Dele.

"The most important 
for him is us, if we criticise 
him. If we are not happy 
with him, that is what is 
important for him and we 
never criticise him."

It is not clear whether 
Alli will feature in Totten-
ham's FA Cup tie at Swan-
sea on Saturday.

The midfielder was 
suffering with a tight groin 
after last week's win but is 
fit and has been named 
in England's squad for 
friendlies against the 
Netherlands and Italy.

"He played a lot of 
games, international 
games," Pochettino said. 
"Now, we will see for Sat-
urday because in the end, 
he's going to play for the 
national team, and they 
are not machines."

Kane has suffered lat-
eral ligament dam-

age in his right 
ankle and is 

expected 
to return 
to train-
ing next 
month.

will not at all sit back on 
judgement about Shami's 
personal life.

"Yes, there are spe-
cific allegations levelled 
against him by his wife. 
But the Kolkata Police is 
doing its job and it's com-
pletely their domain. In 
BCCI, we can't sit back on 
judgement on personal 
life and take away his live-
lihood. Also board doesn't 
have the powers to do so," 
the official, who is well ac-
quainted with the judicial 
process, made it clear.

Asked what if the Kol-
kata Police arrests Shami, 
he replied: "It is a hypo-
thetical situation. We can't 
sit here and pre-empt 
what the police authori-
ties would be doing. It 
is not our job. You never 
know how long the inves-
tigations might take. We 
will cross the bridge when 
it comes," he said.

It is also learnt that 
once Neeraj Kumar's re-
port comes out, the onus 
will be on Delhi Daredev-
ils to decide on Shami's 
participation in the Indian 
Premier League.

Since IPL is an inter-
club tournament, the 
franchise has to decide 
whether they want to play 
Shami. It is learnt that 
board won't take any call 
on their behalf.

Meanwhile acting 
president CK Khanna, at 
the sidelines of the meet-
ing confirmed that IPL 
Governing Council will 
wait for ACU report.

The final call, however, 
will be taken by the Com-
mittee of Administrators 
(CoA).


