
In this March 30, 2015 file photo, Professor Stephen Hawking 
arrives for the Interstellar Live show at the Royal Albert Hall in 
central London. Hawking, whose brilliant mind ranged across time 
and space though his body was paralyzed by disease, has died, a 
family spokesman said early Wednesday, March 14, 2018. 
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L o n d o n / Ne w  D e l h i , 
March 14 (IANS): Re-
nowned British physicist 
Professor Stephen Hawk-
ing, who shaped modern 
cosmology and inspired 
millions despite suffer-
ing from a life-threaten-
ing condition, died on 
Wednesday -- leaving mil-
lions in mourning glo-
bally. He was 76.

His family released 
a statement in the early 
hours of Wednesday con-
firming his death at his 
home in Cambridge.

"We are deeply sad-
dened that our beloved 
father passed away today. 
He was a great scientist 
and an extraordinary man 
whose work and legacy 
will live on for many 
years," Hawking's chil-
dren said in a statement.

"His courage and per-
sistence with his brilliance 
and humour inspired peo-
ple across the world. He 
once said, It would not 
be much of a universe if it 
wasn't home to the people 
you love.' We will miss him 
for ever," the statement 
added.

Hawking is survived by 
three children -- Robert, 
Lucy and Timothy -- from 

his first marriage to Jane 
Wilde, and three grand-
children.

The physicist was born 
on January 8, 1942 in Ox-
ford, England.

K n ow n  t h e  w o r l d 
over for his acclaimed 
book "A Brief History of 
Time: From the Big Bang 
to Black Holes", Hawk-
ing was diagnosed with 
amyotrophic lateral scle-
rosis (ALS) -- a progressive 
neuro-degenerative dis-
ease -- in 1963 at age 21, 
The Guardian newspaper 
said.

Hawking's doctors 
gave him nearly two years 
to live but he defied medi-
cal history and survived 
for decades.

For the rest of his life, 
the physicist used a wheel-
chair to move around and 
a speech synthesizer that 
allowed him to speak in a 
computerised voice with 
an American accent.

For Hawking, the early 
diagnosis of his termi-
nal disease ignited a fresh 
sense of purpose.

"Although there was 
a cloud hanging over my 
future, I found, to my sur-
prise, that I was enjoying 
life in the present more 

than before. I began to 
make progress with my 
research," he once said, 
the paper reported.

"My goal is simple. It is 
a complete understanding 
of the universe, why it is 
as it is and why it exists at 
all," Hawking added.

With fellow physicist 
Roger Penrose, Hawking 
merged Einstein's theory 
of relativity with quan-
tum theory, suggesting 
that space and time began 
with the Big Bang and end 
in black holes.

In 1974, Hawking pro-
posed what is known as 
his most significant theory 
that black holes can emit 
sub-atomic particles.

Published for the first 
time in 1988, "A Brief His-
tory of Time" stayed on 
the Sunday Times best-
sellers list for an unprec-
edented 237 weeks. It sold 
10 million copies and was 
translated into 40 different 
languages.

Hailed as one of the 
most brilliant theoretical 
physicists since Albert 
Einstein, Hawking never 
won a Nobel Prize.

In India, President 
Ram Nath Kovind, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
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The flower is the poetry 
of reproduction. It is an 
example of the eternal 
seductiveness of life.

~ Jean Giraudoux
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and Science Minister 
Harsh Vardhan condoled 
the demise of Hawking.

"Sad to hear of the 
p a s s i n g  o f  s c i e n t i s t 
Stephen Hawking. His 
brilliant mind made our 
world and our universe a 
less mysterious place. And 
his courage and resilience 
will remain an inspiration 
for generations," Kovind 
said in a tweet.

Modi also took to Twit-
ter to pay tribute to Hawk-
ing and said: "Professor 
Stephen Hawking was an 
outstanding scientist and 
academic". 

It was January 2001 
when Hawking came to 
India for the first time, 
later describing the 16-
day long tour as "magnifi-
cent".

In the first leg of the 
tour in Mumbai, Hawk-
ing addressed an inter-
national physics seminar 
at the Tata Institute of 
Fundamental Research 
(TIFR). The physicist also 
celebrated his 59th birth-
day at the Oberoi Towers 
hotel where he stayed.

In New Delhi, Hawk-
ing met then President 
K.R. Narayanan at Rash-
trapati Bhavan who later 

described the 45-minute 
meeting with the British 
physicist as "an unforget-
table experience".

The US space agency 
NASA tweeted: "Remem-
bering Stephen Hawking, 
a renowned physicist and 
ambassador of science. 
His theories unlocked a 
universe of possibilities 
that we & the world are 
exploring. May you keep 
flying like superman in 
microgravity, as you said 
to astronauts on @Space_
Station in 2014".

"We lost a great one to-
day. Stephen Hawking will 
be remembered for his 
incredible contributions 
to science -- making com-
plex theories and con-
cepts more accessible to 
the masses," tweeted Mi-
crosoft CEO Satya Nadella.

Astrophysicist Dr Ka-
ran Jani, who works for 
the Laser Interferometer 
Gravitational-Wave Ob-
servatory (LIGO), wrote: 
"The courage for a career 
in astrophysics happened 
due to Brief History of 
Time - a used copy that I 
got from a street vendor 
in my small town of [India] 
12 yrs ago."

"A loss for all human-

ity. RIP Stephen Hawk-
ing," tweeted American 
astronaut Scott Kelly.

The physicist's inspir-
ing story gave birth to the 
2014 movie "The Theory 
of Everything," which was 
based on a memoir by 
Hawking's first wife Wilde. 
Actor Eddie Redmayne's 
portrayal of Hawking in 
the film won him an Oscar 
for Best Actor.

From Hollywood to 
Bollywood, condolences 
poured in for Hawking. 

While actor Eddie Red-
mayne remembered him 
as a "ladies man", the of-
ficial Twitter account of 
"The Big Bang Theory", a 
TV series that witnessed 
appearances of the famed 
professor, also remem-
bered him.

"RIP Stephen Hawk-
ing. A major loss to the 
scientific community and 
to the millions he inspired 
through his work and life. 
Condolences to the fam-
ily," tweeted actor-pro-
ducer Farhan Akhtar. 

Oscar-winning sound 
designer Resul Pookutty 
said: "Remember to look 
up at the stars not down 
at your feet"! A sad day for 
all of us".

New Delhi, March 14 (PTI): The office of a 
former prime minister has come under the 
ambit of the CBI's investigation regarding 
cases of coal block allocations, the government 
said today.  Without taking any names, Minis-
ter of State for Personnel Jitendra Singh said in 
a written reply in Lok Sabha that in 20 cases, 
the CBI has obtained files from the prime 
minister's office (PMO) pertaining to approval 
of coal blocks by the then prime minister who 
acted in the capacity of minister of coal.

"CBI has examined officers of PMO in this 
regard who have dealt the files of allocations 
of coal blocks. However, CBI has not filed 
any charge sheet against the officers of PMO 
in the court and also not referred any matter 
to government for taking action, so far," the 
minister said.

Dimapur, March 14 (EMN): A com-
mittee representing a number of 
pressure groups is hoping that the 
new government and chief minister 
for Nagaland would implement 
the reforms that were announced 
recently for the form and applica-
tion of the Nagaland Public Service 
Commission (NPSC) examinations.  

A press release on March 14 from 
the 'public coordination committee' 
(PCC)—a representation of various 
NGOs led by Against Corruption 
and Unabated Taxation (Acaut) and 
Public Service Aspirants of Nagaland 
(PSAN)—stated that the changes 
would 'aid' fair play and account-
ability. 

With the Nagaland government 
finally deciding to streamline the 
commission, the committee stated, 
"civil service aspirants" can now 
'look forward to better days.' 

'Meritocracy should be given 
utmost importance for efficiency in 

the system, and the P & AR notifica-
tion...can be considered a red-letter 
day for civil service aspirants of Na-
galand for the drastic changes,' the 
committee stated, 'which will surely 
aid in bringing about higher levels 
of  fairness and transparency in the 
state's most prestigious examina-
tion.'  There were protests by the 
committee (comprising the 'PSAN,' 
Acaut, 'CTAN' and others) during 
Nov. and Dec. 2017. Subsequently, 
former chief minister TR Zeliang met 
some of the demands placed by the 
committee. 

'It is worthwhile to appreciate 
the NPF-led (Naga People's Front) 
government for its prompt action 
and sensitivity towards the plight 
of the young, educated and un-
employed youths of Nagaland. At 
the same time, PCC also lauds the 
present chief minister for his quick 
positive response that helped clear 
the pending notification,' the com-

mittee stated. 
"PCC hopes that the present gov-

ernment will strive to work towards 
uplifting the society in the days to 
come." 

Likewise, the committee ac-
knowledged what it stated was 
the vital role played by the state's 
departing Chief Secretary Pankaj 
Kumar to make the reforms a reality.

The committee referred to some 
of the changes. Among others, it re-
ferred to the selection of candidates 
for the main examinations from 
the preliminary examination in the 
ratio of 1:10 for posts as opposed to 
the previous ratio of 1:7.  This will 
accommodate more candidates for 
the main examinations, the group 
stated. 

So also shall the declaration of 
answer keys for all the examinations 
will help candidates cross-check an-
swers and review their performance, 
the committee added.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, March 15 
(EMN): The administra-
tion of Mokokchung has 
ordered Chuchuyimlang 
Village Council, in the 
district, to immediately 
revoke a diktat that was 
stated to have expelled six 
villagers. They included 
a Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party candi-
date to the recent assem-
bly elections.  

A notice from the dis-
trict's deputy commis-
sioner Sachin Jaiswal car-
ried a directive that the 
council revoke the decree 
against Mayang Lima—a 
candidate at 22th Arka-
kong assembly constitu-
ency during the election 

and who hails from said vil-
lage—and his supporters. 
The council has been or-
dered to comply immedi-
ately or face dissolution.

The administrat ion 
termed the council’s act un-
ethical and illegal and one 
against the constitutional 
provisions of a democratic 
state. The administration 
issued the order after re-
ceiving complaints about 
the misconduct of the Chu-
chuyimlang council, it was 
informed. 

According to the com-
plaint, the council had ex-
communicated Mangyang 
Lima from the village for a 
period of 11 years with effect 
from Feb. 1 2018 and till Jan. 
31 2030 for contesting in the   
elections to the 13th Naga-
land Legislative Assembly.

The council is also stated 
to have intimidated sup-
porters of said candidate by 
imposing fine—payment in 
the form of pigs—on March 
12. Besides, it expelled vil-
lage council members Ya-
rensosang, Imkongsowa, 
Imtisunep, Limaakum and 
Tinumeren, who refused to 
comply with the decree im-
posed by the village’s council.

The administration has 
informed that the proce-
dure to remove members 
of village councils has been 
prescribed by rule-9 (1) (a) 

of the Village Council Act of 
1978; the power to do so rests 
with the state government of 
Nagaland and not with the 
village council.

While reminding that 
the council was appointed 
by the government through 
the Village Council Act of 
1978, the administration has 
asked the village council to 
abide by the state’s rules as 
they were an instrument of 
the government itself.

The administration has 
warned that failure on the 
part of the Chuchuyimlang 
Village Council to act as di-
rected and in accordance 
with the legal provisions 
would be a ground for dis-
solution of the council by 
employing section-54 (1) of 
the Village Council Act.

Prior to the assembly 
elections, the deputy com-
missioner of Mokokchung 
had issued an official notice 
on Feb. 16 directing village 
councils, and any organiza-
tion or group in the district, 
not to restrict movement of 
citizens or contesting can-
didates in their respective 
village. It is against the law: 
article 21 of the Constitu-
tion of India and against the 
pronouncements of Gauhati 
High Court. Failure to com-
ply would invite strict action 
against the violators, the 
notice had stated.

Dimapur, March 11 (EMN): 
Rampant encroachment into 
public areas and educational 
institutions continue to rankle 
students. 200 acres of land 
belonging to Kohima Science 
College in Jotsoma village, near 
Kohima town, have shrunk 
to around 130 acres due to 
encroachment by vested indi-
viduals and parties, a college 
organisation has stated.    

The All Nagaland College 
Students’ Union (ANCSU) is-
sued to the media on March 11 
a copy of a letter that was ad-

dressed to the deputy commis-
sioner of Kohima demanding 
intervention. The administra-
tion failing to act will force the 
union to resort to own action 
that may invite 'unpleasant 
confrontations from the stu-
dents’ community, the union 
stated by way of caution.

 'Two hundred acres of land 
which belongs to Kohima Sci-
ence College (150 acres com-
pensated and 50 acres donated 
by Jotsoma village) have been 
illegally encroached by multi-
ple parties and currently only 

around 130 acres of land are 
with the college as observed 
till 2014,' the letter stated. The 
ANCSU stated to have 'firmly 
resolved not to allow any kind 
of encroachment or other set-
tlements that may compromise 
even an inch of land that be-
longs to its institution.'

The organisation has ap-
pealed that all encroached 
lands since 1970 including 
the PHE water reservoir, the 
RCEMPA building, the Doord-
arshan Kendra Kohima station, 
and all other illegal infrastruc-

ture be demolished and evicted 
within 40 days. It demanded 
reinstating the lands which 
the college group stated right-
fully belong to Kohima Science 
College.

'The district administration 
failing to take necessary action 
in delivering justice to ANCSU 
and Kohima Science College 
will compel the union to take 
its own course of action which 
may invite unpleasant con-
frontations from the students’ 
community,' the representa-
tion added.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 4 
(EMN): The Ministry of 
Road Transport and High-
ways has given approval to 
constructing 12 stretches 
of roads in Nagaland as 
part of the Special Acceler-
ated Road Development 
Programme in North East. 

The  roads are part of 
the Chakabama-Zunhe-
boto road, the Merang-
kong-Tamlu -Mon road 
and the Pfutsero-Phek 
road, an update from the 
Press Information Bureau 
informed on Wednesday. 

The 25 km Chakabama-
Zunheboto road will be a 
two-lane hard-shoulder 
construction, by Engineer-
ing, Procurement, and 
Construction (EPC) mode. 
The project will cost about 
INR 339.57 crore. It will 
have five minor bridges, 
148 culverts, and a major 
and minor junction each, 
it was informed. 

Another 25 km stretch 
of the same road is to be 
constructed as a two-lane 
with hard shoulders, also 
by EPC mode at the cost of 
about INR 239.31 crore. It 
will have 129 culverts and 
seven minor junctions.

T h e  o t h e r  2 5  k m 
stretch of this road is to 
be constructed as a two-
lane construction with 
hard shoulders by EPC 
mode at the cost of about 
INR 285.68 crore. It will 
have 143 culverts and a 
minor junction. A 20 km 
stretch of the same road is 

to be constructed as a two-
lane with hard shoulders, 
also by EPC mode at the 
cost of about INR 315.03 
crore. It will have a major 
bridge, 128 culverts, and 
one major and two mi-
nor junctions. 20.534 km 
stretch of this road  is to 
be constructed as a two-
lane with hard shoulders 
by EPC mode at the cost 
of about Rs 240.64 crore. It 
will have 101 culverts, and 
one major and 18 minor 
junctions.

Likewise, the 20 km 
stretch of the Merang-
kong-Tamlu-Mon road is 
to be constructed as a two-
lane with hard shoulders 
by EPC mode. The project 
will cost about INR 215.12 
crore. It will have 75 cul-
verts, and two major and 
10 minor junctions. The 
other 19 km stretch of the 
road is to be constructed 
as a two-lane with hard 
shoulders by EPC mode 
at the cost of about INR 
272.88 crore. 

It will have a major 
bridge, 128 culverts, and a 
major and minor junction 
each. Moreover, a 27.835 
km stretch of this road is 
to be constructed as a two-
lane with hard shoulders, 
also by EPC mode at the 
cost of about INR 323.98 
crore. It will have two mi-
nor bridges, 141 culverts, 
and 20 minor junctions. A 
20 km stretch of the same 
road is to be constructed 
as a two-lane with hard 

shoulders by EPC mode 
at the cost of about INR 
215.79 crore. It will have 
three minor bridges and 
88 culverts. 

Further, the 22.558 km 
stretch of the Pfutsero-
Phek road is to be con-
structed as a two-lane with 
hard shoulders, also by 
EPC mode. The project 
will cost about INR 282.98 
crore. It will have 190 cul-
verts, and a major and mi-
nor junction each. A 20 km 
stretch of the same road is 
to be constructed as a two-
lane with hard shoulders, 
by EPC mode, at the cost of 
about INR  237.72 crore. It 
will have 117 culverts, and 
a major and five minor 
junctions. The other 20 km 
stretch of this road is to be 
constructed as a two-lane 
with hard shoulders by 
EPC mode at the cost of 
about INR 251.97 crore. It 
will have two minor bridg-
es and 112 culverts.

T h e  l a n d  f o r  t h e 
projects is being provided 
by the state's government, 
it was informed. The roads 
pass through landslide-
prone areas and for which 
flexible pavements shall 
have to be used to con-
struct the roads—stated 
to be easier to maintain 
and repair. The project 
shall have to be completed 
within three years and the 
construction agency is 
to be responsible for any 
defect for four years after 
construction. 
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Fire incidents major 
disasters in state

DIPR bids adieu to retiring staff Phek’s planning board meet

Wokha legal service to conduct 
camp for unorganised workers

PHED seeks stakeholders’ input to make Dimapur ODF

Governor and others condole with Chenlom’s demise

Kohima Law College observes 
World Consumer Rights day

NPF Minority wing holds consultative meet

Khrietho Peli gears up to host ‘Kiahe Rütso’

NU management students tour KeralaWEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 

Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 19.2 11.4 12.7 53 NIL

ZBT 15.5 9.4 12.7 89 NIL

MON 26 14 14.7 92 NIL

TUENSANG 17.2 11 6.5 53 1

MKG 23.1 10 2.6 29 NIL

PHEK 16.8 8.2 9.4 73 NIL

KIPHIRE 15.2 10 11 81 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 23 14 10.9 47 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 25.2 13.8 13.3 47 NIL

JALUKIE 32 16 21.9 100 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 24.8 16.8 14.2 60 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

PHED Dimapur officials with participants during the IEC training in Dimapur on March 14.

Students and faculty of NU pose for a group photo during their visit to one of the universities at Cochin.

Khrietho Peli members engage in preparing for ‘Kaihe Rütso’ event at Kohima village.

Limawati Ao speaking at the farewell programme at the IPR conference hall on Mach 14.

TSUD convenes executive meet
The Tenyimi Students Union Dimapur (TSUD) has convened 
an executive council meeting on March 17 at 1 pm at union’s 
office in Dimapur. Executive council members have been 
requested to attend the meeting.

Kohima GBs informed on  
submission of house tax
The deputy commissioner of Kohima, Rajesh Soundararajan 
has informed all Gaon Boras of Kohima district to submit 
the annual house tax for the year 2017-2018 to the extras 
assistant commissioner (Sadar), Kohima, C Wangan on or 
before March 23. DC also reminded that the house tax has 
to be collected by the concerned GBs and submit the same 
for the whole village / ward through the village council 
or ward chairman. Failure to submit within the stipulated 
time, DC has warned of entail forfeiture of the house tax 
commissioner and red blankets to the erring GBs. 

DES to organize orientation programme 
Directorate of Economics & Statistics will be conducting 
an orientation programme on ‘Official statistics and office 
procedures’ on March 15 in its conference hall in Kohima. 
Joint Director DES Neidilhou Angami will chair the inaugural 
programme while Director, DES Y Sacheo Ovung will deliver 
the inaugural address. Deputy Director DES Kezhalelhou Solo 
will give the introductory remarks.

Phek’s DC informs arms licensee
Deputy Commissioner Phek Shanavas C has informed all arm 
licensees in the district whose arms have been kept under 
the custody of police station in view of the 13th Nagaland 
State Legislative Assembly election, to collect the same at 
the earliest from the Police Station Phek.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, March 14 (EMN): Home 
Commissioner Abhishek Singh said 
that fire incidents have been recorded 
as one of the major disastrous events 
in Nagaland.

In a notification issued to media on 
Wednesday, the home commissioner 
said Nagaland has witnessed many in-
cidents of wild / forest fires in the past 
which has damaged precious flora and 
fauna. 

Citing the 2015 fire incident at Japfü 
and Dzukuo, Singh said such recurring 
forest fires have destroyed hundreds 
acres of forest. 
Public advisory 

With the onset of the windy / dry 
season the Nagaland State Disaster 
Management Authority (NSDMA), 
Home department has issued an advi-
sory to public to prevent any eventuality 
of fire accidents and stay save. 
1. You can limit forest fire-related 

dangers by being informed about 
certain dos and don’ts. 

2. When going on an outing to the 
forest during dry / windy season, 
be informed about the danger in 
your region or in the sector where 
you intend to go and the preventive 

measures in effect. 
3. Always have an emergency kit at 

home and burn anything (house 
hold waste, dead leaf) at the end of 
the day, when there is no wind, far 
from vegetation. 

4. It is also advised that cigarettes, 
matches etc from moving vehicles 
should never be discarded anywhere 
near forests. 

5. Be certain to completely extinguish 
cigarettes before disposing of them. 

6. If caught in a wildfire it is advised 
to look for a body of water such as a 
pond or river to crouch in. If there is 
no water nearby, find a depressed, 
cleared area with vegetation, lie low 
to the ground, and cover your body 
with wet clothing, a blanket, or even 
soil. 

7. Stay low and covered until the fire 
passes. Protect your lungs by breath-
ing air closest to the ground, through 
a moist cloth, if possible, to avoid 
inhaling smoke.
The public are requested to report 

sightings of wild fire to NSDMA toll free 
number 1070 which is active 24/7 or 
the concerned district fire & emergency 
services.

Dimapur, March 14 (EMN): Depart-
ment of Information and Public Re-
lations (DIPR) organised a farewell 
programme in honour of their retir-
ing officials on March 14 in the IPR 
Citadel’s conference hall at Kohima. 
DIPR informed about the event on 
Wednesday.

The retiring officials were reg-
istrar, Nungshiwati Ao; translator, 
Haokhothung and drivers I Mar 
and Bao.

Speaking at the programme, 

Director Limawati Ao shared his as-
sociation with the retiring staff and 
lauded their sincerity towards their 
duties in different capacities. He 
also congratulated them for attain-
ing superannuation in good health 
for which he expressed gratitude to 
the Almighty God. 

“The year in your life doesn’t 
matter but it is the life in your years 
that matters,” he added and wished 
them a long, meaningful and pros-
perous life.

K o h i m a ,  M a r c h  1 4 
(EMN): In commemora-
tion of golden jubilee 
celebration and as a part 
of the Sekrenyi festival 
of Kohima village, the 
Khrietho Peli  No. 11, of 

P-Khel, Kohima village 
has geared up to host a 
two-day ‘Kiahe Rütso’ on 
March 16 and 17th at P-
Khel, Kohima village. 

On March 16 at 11 am, 
the ‘Kiahe Rütso’ will be 

inaugurated by Vineipra 
Pienyü, head P-Khel, 
president of Kohima Dis-
trict GB Association and 
finance secretary of Na-
galand GB Federation as 
the chief guest.

the maintenance. A press 
release from executive 
engineer on Wednesday 
informed.

The main objective 
of the workshop was to 
identity and promotes 
practices of toilet us-

age and disseminates 
the safe disposal of solid 
liquid waste as a cam-
paign towards Cleanli-

ness and safe sanitation, 
it infromed.

SDO (PHED) Bend-
angtula highlighted the 

Dimapur, Mar. 14 (EMN): The monthly meeting of Phek District 
Development Planning Board (DPDB) meeting was held on 
March 14 in DPDB conference hall in Phek. A DPRO report on 
Wednesday updated.

The vice chairman DPDB, Phek, Shanavas C while lamenting 
over the poor attendance of the members, he urged them to be 
serious in attending the meetings for the uplift of the district. 

Superintendent of Police, Phek, Dr. Maieem Mustafa 
Mansury, presented the departmental activities. CMO and Forest 
department have been entrusted to present their departmental 
activities in the next meeting, it informed.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 4 
(EMN):  Naga Peoples 
Front (NPF) of Minor-
ity wing held a consulta-
tive meeting with all its 
members from central 
and division on March 14 
at Dimapur division office 
conference hall. A press 
release from the general 
secretary on Wednesday 

informed.
President of the wing 

Bhattacharjee, who also 
chaired the meeting, laud-
ed the hard work, sincerity 
and cooperation extended 
by its members during the 
assembly election. 

During the meeting, 
the house extended grati-
tude to the central Presi-

dent Dr. Shurhozelie Liezi-
etsu, Secretary General K G 
Kenye, NPF CEC members 
and division presidents 
for their untiring efforts 
and leadership in leading 
towards the peaceful cul-
mination of entire election 
process.  The wing also 
congratulated the winning 
candidates.

Dimapur, March 14 (EMN): 
The Wokha District Legal Serv-
ices Authority will conduct a 
legal services camp for work-
ers in the unorganised as an 
annual event at Wokha public 
ground on March 16 at 9 am.

The camp is being organ-
ised under the aegis of the 
Nagaland State Legal Services 
Authority (NSLSA) in collabo-
ration with the office of the as-
sistant labour commissioner, 
according to an update from 
the DIPR.

Workers in the unorgan-
ised sector who are engaged 
in building and construction 
works and aged from 18-59 

years are eligible to avail this 
scheme. 

Interested workers are in-
formed to carry photocopies of 
first page of bank account pass 
book (Aaadhaar linked); birth 
certificate; Aadhaar card; cer-
tificate of proof that the appli-
cant is a construction worker 
along with two passport-size 
photos.  For migrants workers 
proof of age certificate will be 
allowed only if it is from the 
place of origin.

A registration fee of INR 25 
will be charged while INR 300 
for premium (annually) and 
every registered beneficiary to 
renew the same every year.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 4 
(EMN): As a part of the 
curriculum and annual 
affair, the department of 
Management Nagaland 
University, Kohima cam-
pus has organised an in-
dustrial tour for MBA 4th 
Semester to Kerala from 
Feb. 24 to March 8.

The students visited 
the Cochin Port (Ship-
ping Corporat ion of 
India), where students 
were briefed about the 
workings of the shipping 

activities within and out-
side the country by the 
Port officials. 

During their visit to 
Indian Maritime Univer-
sity, a central university, 
Cochin campus, a lecture 
was delivered by the fac-
ulty of the university and 
also held an interactive 
session with students and 
faculties of the university. 

The students also 
visited The Hypertext 
LULU Mall ,  which is 
considered to be one of 

the biggest retail mall in 
area and size in Asia. The 
students were got some 
experience about retail 
marketing system. They 
also visited Cochin Uni-
versity of Science and 
Technology.  

Students also got an 
opportunity to explore 
development activities 
taking place. 

The group of 22 MBA 
students were accompa-
nied by the faculty of the 
department.

Dimapur, March 14 (EMN): Kohima 
Law College observed World Consumer 
Rights day on March 14 as an annual 
event. Updates from the professor in-
charge informed. 

Professor-in-charge who is also the 
president NVCO, Kezhokhoto Savi in 
his keynote address said celebrating 
the day is a chance to demand that the 
rights of consumers are respected and 
protected and to protest against mar-
ket abuses and social injustices which 
undermine those rights.

Savi said this year theme, “Making 
digital marketplaces fairer” where on 

March 15, consumers international is 
calling for fairer digital marketplaces. 

“We are calling for access to fair and 
secure internet for all, action against 
scams and fraud, and better consumer 
protection online,” he informed. 

Short presentation on ‘Consumer 
Rights and Food Safety’ and ‘How GST 
affects the consumers’ prepared by as-
sistant professors Moasenla and Liman-
ochet Jamir respectively were given by  
LL.B students Menesieno,  Jevitoli Sumi 
and  Vinguse-u. 

The principal of the college Visevon-
uo P Pienyu gave the closing remarked.

Dimapur, March 14 (EMN): Gov-
ernor PB Acharya has expressed 
grieve at the demise of a veteran 
leader, Chenlom Phom on March 
12 after a prolong illness. 

In a condolence message to 
his wife, Chubasenla Chenlom 
Chenth, governor said Chenlom 
contribution as a public leader in 
various positions for the welfare 
of the people of Nagaland will be 
ever remembered. 

As a person he was friendly, 
cheerful and fatherly and protec-
tive towards the younger gen-
eration. Many will feel a sense of 
personal loss on hearing this sad 
news and this feeling will con-
tinue with them for a long time, 
he added.

Acharya also said Chenlom 
was first elected as member of 
Legislative Assembly in 1977 and 
was a member of NLA for five con-
secutive terms till 2008. He had 
served the people of Nagaland 
in different capacities as MLA, 
deputy speaker, speaker, minister 
and advisor. 

Governor conveyed his heart-

felt condolences to family mem-
bers and prayed to the Almighty to 
grant strength and solace to bear 
this irreparable loss. 

SC Jamir: Governor Odisha SC 
Jamir and his wife have expressed 
shock at the demise of Chenlom 
Phom, former speaker of Naga-
land Legislative Assembly. 

In a condolence message, 
Jamir said ‘I know him very in-
timately as we were working to-
gether in the service of the people 
in the most trying time.’

He was a very committed and 
determined leader, who used to 
speak out his mind without any 
reservation. The people of Phom 
were very dear and near to his 
heart. He had contributed a lot 
towards the uplift of the tribe he 
represented, Jamir said.

In his demise, the governor 
expressed regent that the Naga 
people have lost a veteran politi-
cian and his will be a great loss to 
the Phom people in particular. 

While conveying condolences 
to the bereaved family, Jamir and 

his wife prayed for the decease 
soul to rest in peace. 

Wangyuh Konyak: Ex-Member of 
Parliament Wangyuh Konyak has 
expressed shock to learn the pass-
ing away of M Chenlom Phom, 
former speaker of NLA at Referral 
Hospital in Dimapur. 

Wangyuh said the demise of a 
prominent leader and an elderly 
politician has created a vacuum 
particularly in the Eastern Naga 
areas. 

“It was late Chenlom Phom as 
chairman and myself who formed 
the then Tuensang Mon Legisla-
tures” Union (TMLU),” he said.

His deeds in many capacities 
will be remembered by younger 
generation in the days to come, 
Wangyuh added.

Along with his family, Wangy-
uh conveyed deepest condolence 
to the bereaved family and prayed 
to the Almighty to give them 
strength and comfort and eternal 
peace for the departed soul.

EX-PAN: The Ex-Parliamentarian 

Association of Nagaland (EX-PAN) 
is shocked at the demise of Chen-
lom Phom, ex-MLA on March 13.

A condolence message from 
the association president, T Khon-
go said Chenlom was successfully 
elected member of Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly for five consecu-
tive terms and served as minister 
for Education, Jail, Relief & Re-
habilitation, Fisheries, Printing 
& Stationery, Geology & Mining, 
and Art & Culture; deputy speaker; 
speaker; Minister for; and advisor 
to backward areas.

The EX-PAN described Chen-
lom as a man of vision and dy-
namic public leader who dedi-
cated his life for the dignity and 
integrity amongst the Naga broth-
ers and sisters. 

The association said his death 
has caused a great loss to the 
Nagas in general and Phom com-
munity in particular and the void 
created by him will be difficult 
to fill.

Further, the EX-PAN offered 
prayer to the departed soul to rest 
in eternal peace.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 4 
(EMN): Addressing the 
IEC training and aware-
ness programme o March 
14 at PHED divisional 
office in Dimapur, Ex-
ecutive Engineer P Khetoi 
Sema sought active par-
ticipation from stake-
holders towards achiev-
ing Open Defecation Free 
(ODF). 

Emphasising on the 
importance toilet usage 
and community par-
ticipation, he encour-
aged the participants to 
actively involve in the 
mission to make an ODF 
Dimapur district by 2018. 

T h e  t r a i n i n g  w a s 
conducted for WATSAN 
committee and village 
council members under 

Swachh Bharat Mission 
(G) undertaken by the de-
partment. He stressed on 
the importance of con-
struction of individual 
household latrine and 
encouraged the gather-
ing to give more impor-
tance to toilet and build 
a sanitary latrine which 
is conducive for the en-
vironment and the sur-
rounding. 

SDO (PHED) Ichirang 
Zeliang briefed on the 
safety, disposal of solid 
and liquid waste, disposal 
of excreta and the prac-
tice of hand washing. He 
also cited some health 
hazards posed due to 
improper sanitation and 
poor drainage system in 
rural areas. 
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Accused Hotovi Zhimo and the arms.

Departing additional director Nolengol along with senior officers during the farewell programme that was held at the Rural 
Development’s conference hall on March 14.

Governor PB Acharya and departing chief secretary of Nagaland Pankaj Kumar, along with senior bureaucrats at the Raj Bhavan in 
Kohima on March 14.

Temjen Imna Along (fourth from left) and personnel of the directorate at the reception programme in Kohima on March 14.

Students of government school in Avangkhu pose for a photo with the study materials received from the 
Assam Rifles on March 12.

Dimapur Police withdraw 
144 CrPC from district

AR confiscate 
illegal weapon 

CCEM happy with clean election outcome

Raj Bhavan hosts tea for Pankaj Kumar 

Food processing seminar 
talks shop on best practices

AR donates study materials to students

RD dept. bids farewell to leaving officer 

Minister asks employees to pull up their socks 
STATE

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 4 
(EMN):  New minister 
for Higher and Techni-
cal Education Temjen 
Imna Along has asked 
the department’s em-
ployees from the director 
to the peon to undertake 
their assigned duties with 
‘utmost dedication and 
sincerity’ in the interest 
of the public.

The minister said this 
at a reception that was 
conducted for him by the 
directorate of Higher and 
Technical Education on 
March 14 in Kohima. 

Addressing the offic-
ers and staff, the minister 

said that the service of 
every employee begin-
ning from the director 
down to the peon was 
indispensable for effec-
tive implementation of 
the government’s pro-
grammes and policies.

Saying that the job of 
every employee was the 
same whether it was the 
officers’ or the peons’, the 
minister urged them to 
work hard and give their 
best to their assigned 
duties.  

Stressing on the vi-
sion of the chief minister 
to bring about chang-
es in the society, Along 

opined that change will 
come from within an in-
dividual. In order to bring 
about changes, he said 
one must change oneself 
with sincerity, hard work, 
dedication and with in-
tegrity.  He wanted the 
department to walk hand 
in hand with him and not 
behind nor ahead of him. 

Along remarked that 
the gover nment wil l 
not give salary to those 
employees, who are not 
working, unless a person 
is really sick and can-
not attend office. In this 
regard, he said every em-
ployee should make a 

point to attend the office 
regularly and work sin-
cerely. 

Even in case of death/ 
marriages, the minister 
made it clear that a per-
son should not attend all 
those functions unless it 
is an immediate family 
member as many days 
were wasted for such 
functions. 

Stating that in the past 
many years, many gov-
ernment employees have 
neglected their duties 
and wasted enough time, 
he said it is now time to 
work hard and to recover 
all those wasted time and 
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days. 
Also imploring that 

talking about the past 
would not bring about 
anything, the minister 
urged the employees to 
start afresh with new be-
ginning and bring about 
changes with hard work 
and sincerity. 

In regard to fixed pay 
or casual employees, who 
have been serving the de-
partment for many years, 
the minister informed 
that their cases would be 
taken up for regularisa-
tion if he/she sincerely 
work and contributed 
towards the department. 

The minister further 
urged upon all the em-
ployees starting from 
the director down to the 
peon to perform the as-
signed duty and walk the 
extra mile to achieve new 
heights. 

The minister  also 
stressed on the students’ 
enrolment to enhance 
from existing 650 to 2000 
in the coming year. The 
minister also emphasised 
on pro activeness of the 
department in the usage 
of information technol-
ogy. Stating that good 
things and changes are 
coming, the minister said 
that he would make an 
announced visit to the 
office from time to time.

Dimapur, March 14 (EMN): Na-
galand’s Governor PB Acharya 
hosted tea for departing chief 
secretary of Nagaland Pankaj 
Kumar at the Raj Bhavan in Ko-
hima on March 14. Senior state 

bureaucrats attended the tea, it 
was informed. 

The governor congratulated 
Pankaj Kumar and wished him 
the best in his new assignment 
and thanked him for the service 

for the welfare of the people of 
Nagaland in different capacities. 

Pankaj Kumar has been ap-
pointed additional secretary at 
the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology.

Dimapur, March 14 (EMN): A 
combined team of the Nagaland 
police and the Dimapur bat-
talion of the Assam Rifles have 
informed to have arrested one 
person who was allegedly in pos-
session of illegal weapons, from 
Chekiye village in Dimapur on 
March 14.

The arrest was made during 
operation basing on intelligence 
inputs, a press release from the As-
sam Rifles informed on March 14. 

The accused was identified 
as Hotovi Zhimo (42), son of 
Hikhezhe Zhimo and resident of 
Chekiye village.

The combined team is said to 
have found a 12 bore rifle, nine 
FCC 9mm. 

The press release stated that 
the arrested person and the con-
fiscated items were handed over 
to the police authorities for fur-
ther investigation.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, March 14:  A 
seminar on the impor-
tance of decision making 
in the food processing 
sector was held at Niathu 
Resort. 

A  s e m i n a r  a b o u t 
the importance of deci-
sion-making in the food 
processing sector was 
held at Niathu Resort in 
Dimapur. 

Menukhol John, prin-
cipal secretary of indus-
tries & commerce, who 
was the chief guest of the 
event, urged entrepre-
neurs to take the lead in 
initiating decisions on 
matters of food process-
ing. 

“You tell us your prob-
lems and together we can 
solve the problems” he 
said. John also asked the 
entrepreneurs to ponder 
on the ‘Make in Nagaland’ 

tag and take advantage of 
the available resources. 
He further added that 
there is a need to open a 
hub at micro small and 
medium enterprises with 
a single window informa-
tion system for benefit of 
the entrepreneurs

“Though the element 
of risk is there in Naga-
land like non-repayment 
of loans and subsidies, 
Financial Institutions (FI) 
should also understand 
that the Naga entrepre-
neurs are first generation 
entrepreneurs and many 
lack so we should not dis-
courage them” he stated.

He concluded that a 
need to review the finan-
cial subsidies on a 50-50 
basis was necessary as 
many upcoming entre-
preneurs cannot afford 
to pay 50% of their share. 
Citing examples of guide-

lines and features of the 
Kissan Sampada Yojana 
scheme, he said that it 
may not be suitable for a 
state like Nagaland. “Let 
us look for viability and 
what can be implement-
ed,” he said and hoped 
that the summit would 
help voice out the prob-
lems faced by entrepre-
neurs.

SK Dhumal of Nation-
al Bank for Agriculture & 
Rural Development (NA-
BARD) said that it was 
taking holistic view with 
regard to food processing 
and is trying to add value 
chain to rural eco-system. 
He informed that very 
soon the state would have 
a food park as well.

Managing Director of 
NIDC, CM Lotha, also 
presented the vision of 
NIDC with regard to food 
processing.

Dimapur, March 14 (EMN): 
Chakhesang Clean Election 
Movement (CCEM) has ex-
pressed happiness to note that 
much of the electoral mal-prac-
tices were contained to great 
extent through its clean election 
movement despite certain aber-
rations from some individuals 
and parties.

CCEM wished that the much 
electoral challenges, experienc-
es and insights gained during 
the last elections would contin-
ue to prepare the people towards 
attaining peaceful, sustainable 
and holistic development of the 
society in the days to come.

CCEM is a conglomeration 
of Chakhesang Public Organisa-
tion, Chakhesang Mothers’ As-
sociation, Chakhesang Students’ 
Union, Chakhesang Youth Front, 
Chakhesang GBs’ Association, 
and church organisations rep-

resenting Assembly of God, Pen-
tecostals, Christian Revivals and 
CBCC. The CCEM was officially 
launched during its meeting 
held at Pfutsero on March 16, 
2017, with the sole objective of 
upholding and ensuring clean 
election guidelines initiated by 
NBCC for the 13th Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly.

Accordingly, CCEM came out 
with 18 specific election guide-
lines and began to engage itself 
in advocating, sensitising and 
conscientising all concerned 
on clean election through vari-
ous platforms in all villages and 
towns within its jurisdiction. 
For proper co-ordinations and 
effective implementation of the 
clean election guidelines, series 
of leadership meeting were 
organised at various levels for 
core committees, political party 
workers, candidates and church 

workers. Common platforms 
were also organised for all the 
candidates in all the constituen-
cies under Phek district. 

CCEM has urged upon all to 
imbibe the values and the spirit 
of clean election movement in 
their everyday living and dem-
onstrate the true Christian life 
and witness to the rest of the 
world.

This was stated in a joint 
statement issued by CCEM core 
committee members namely 
Dr. KüzhopoyoTünyi, convener; 
John Lohe, co-convener (CPO); 
Mrs Zhonelü Tünyi, co-conven-
er (CMA); SolhouKoza, co-con-
vener (CCCRC); VenyizoKhusoh, 
co-convener (Assembly of God); 
ZapolhuNyekha, co-conven-
er (Naga Pentecost); Zadulhu 
Phuswuo, co-convener (GBs’ As-
sociation); and Rev. Dr. Vezopa 
Tetseo, Ex-officio (CBCC).

during his career as a govern-
ment servant.

RD director, Imlimeren Jamir, 
while congratulating the outgoing 
officer on his successful retire-
ment from government service 
with excellent record and in good 
health, wished him success in his 
future endeavours. Terming him 
as a true definition of simplicity 
in thoughts and action, he has 
lauded his innate ability to remain 
positive and calm in all situations. 

“Your humility and memories 

you leave behind will always be 
cherished in our mind,” he stated.

Speaking on behalf of the 
NRDSA, K Neibou Sekhose, joint 
director, was all praise on the of-
ficer for his gentle approach and 
soft spoken nature in tackling any 
crisis.

“With your guidance, we 
learned to function as a team and 
your sincerity and high dedication 
will be felt deeply by one and all,” 
he maintained while assuring to 
emulate and uphold the ideas and 

principles he so dearly cherished.
The outgoing additional direc-

tor thanked all the officers and 
staff of the department for their 
concern during his term in the 
department and assured them of 
his presence even in the days to 
come. He also maintained that the 
best part of his life was spent with 
the department and its employees 
and further expressed pride and 
gratitude for the strong support 
system the department had been 
during his good and bad times.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 4 
(EMN): With the motto 
“For you with you,” Phek 
battalion of the Assam Ri-
fles has distributed study 
materials in the forms of 
note books, pencils, sketch 
pens, erasers, sharpener, 
wax colours, pencil box 
and drawing books to the 
students of Government 
School in Avangkhu on 
March 12. 

The aim of distribution 
of stationery items was 
to inspire the children in 
remotely located areas, 
who have limited access 
to study materials and re-
sources to perform better. 

A counselling lecture was 
also conducted for the stu-
dents and parents on the 
importance of education 
in their lives. 

A total of 18 students 
and their parents attended 
the function in presence 
of school teachers and 
villagers.

In  a  re l a t e d  p r o -
gramme, Phek battalion of 
the Assam Rifles distribut-
ed stationery items includ-
ing note books, pencils, 
erasers and sharpeners to 
the students of Phek Gov-
ernment Higher Second-
ary School at the battalion 
headquarters in Phek on 

March 12.
A total of 13 students 

attended the event along 
with their school teachers. 
A career counselling lec-
ture was also delivered to 
the students, highlighting 
the importance of higher 
secondary education and 
choosing the right profes-
sion as per one’s talent. 
Students were also mo-
tivated to join the armed 
forces.

The function culmi-
nated with the distribution 
of sweets and informal 
interaction over refresh-
ments with students and 
teachers.

Two suspected KCP cadres who were arrested by the combined team 
of the Manipur police and Assam Rifles.

Two KCP cadres in security forces’ dragnet 

them was the master-
mind of various violent 
activities and extortion 
network of the KCP. With 

interrogation in progress, 
the Assam Rifles hoped to 
make more arrest in the 
coming days.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 4 
(EMN): In a major break-
through, a combined team 
of the Manipur police and 
the 6th Assam Rifles have 
arrested two cadres of the 
proscribed KCP group 
along with a huge quan-
tity of weapons, explosives 
and drugs during an op-
eration in Kontha Aallup 
in Manipur. 

The troops recovered 
two 9 mm pistols, two 
mines, one Improvised 
Explosive Device (IED), 
four live rounds, about 
1.8kg opium and other 
contraband items from 
their possession. Both the 
cadres were involved in 
extortion activities and 
threatening and boycott-
ing Catholic schools, the 
Assam Rifles press release 
stated.

It added that one of 

Kohima, March 14 (EMN): The de-
partment of Rural Development 
bade farewell to its additional 
director Nolengol Angami, who 
is retiring from service, during a 
programme held at RD confer-
ence hall on March 14. 

Nolengol Angami joined the 
department in 1983 as a block 
development officer and retiring 
as additional director on superan-
nuation after having served the 
department for almost 35 years.

Speaking during the occa-
sion, secretary for the depart-
ment, Kelei Zeliang, congratu-
lated the outgoing officer on his 
retirement and also sought for 
his advice and guidance and ap-
pealed for his cooperation to the 
department even in the days to 
come. Maintaining that retire-
ment is a normal process for any 
government servant, he however 
expressed his happiness that he 
is retiring in good health. He 
called upon the officers and staff 
of the department to emulate 
and imitate the good character 
and behaviour he had exhibited 
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Guwahati , March 14 
(PTI): Assam govern-
ment today said it will 
introduce a resolution 
this week in the Assembly 
requesting the Centre to 
fix minimum educational 
qualification for candi-
dates to contest Assembly 
and Parliament elections.

“In the next 2-3 days, 
we will move an official 
resolution to have mini-
mum qualifications for 
Assembly and Parliamen-
tary polls,” Assam Educa-
tion Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma said in the 
house.

“If needed, an all-par-
ty delegation may go and 
meet the President, the 
Prime Minister and Lok 
Sabha Speaker ...

A s s a m  A s s e m b l y 
wants to recommend 
to Lok Sabha that there 
should be a model quali-
fication,” he said.

Sarma was speaking 
during the discussion on 
‘The Assam Panchayat 

(Amendment) Bill, 2018’, 
which fixed minimum 
educational qualification 
at Class VI pass and hav-
ing a maximum of two 
children for becoming a 
member of a panchayat 
in the state.

‘The Assam Panchayat 
(Amendment) Bill, 2018’ 
also bars people, who 
does not have a functional 
sanitary toilet in his or her 
residence from contesting 
panchayat poll.

Later, the Bill  was 
passed.

Earlier, Congress MLA 
Rakibul Hussain said that 
educational qualification 
for Assembly and Parlia-
ment members should be 
fixed before doing do so 
for panchayat members.

Regarding the clause 
on the number of children 
of a panchayat aspirant, 
Sarma said “Party col-
leagues in BJP, Congress, 
AGP may not like it as it is 
not on party lines. It is for 
Assam. Assam has to be 

saved. The society has to 
be saved.” 

He, however, clarified 
that the two new clauses 
will not be applicable in a 
retrospective manner and 
anyone having more than 
two children before notifi-
cation of the proposed Act 
will be able to become a 
panchayat member.

Although Panchayat 
and Rural Development 
Minister Naba Kumar Do-
ley, who moved the Bill 
for consideration, was 
present during the dis-
cussion, but he left the 
House moments before 
the reply was to be given 
in response to the amend-
ments by the members.

Sarma replied on be-
half of Doley. 

Congress staged a 
walkout when ruling BJP 
members kept shout-
ing when Congress MLA 
Sherman Ali Ahmed was 
making a point on the 
educational qualification 
issue.

Guwahati, March 14 (PTI): The Assam 
Assembly today expressed dissatisfac-
tion over the tardy pace of work in four-
laning of Naional Highways in the state 
and asked the government to expedite it 
for benefitting the public.

“Yes, it is true that the work (on 
NH projects) is slow. These are being 
implemented by two central agencies 
-- NHAI and NHIDCL. Apart from the 
new roads, the repair works are also 
not satisfactory,” Assam PWD Minister 
Parimal Suklabaidya said in the House.

Taking part in a discussion dur-
ing the Zero Hour, he said there are 11 
projects going on in the state to repair 
403 kilometre of highways at a cost of Rs 
99 crore that are supposed to be over by 
April 15 this year.

“I personally wrote to the Centre to 
expedite the work. The Chief Minister 
himself is taking interest and at least 
once in a month he contacts the agen-

cies,” Suklabaidya said.
He also informed the House that 

four-laning of the NH-37 from Numa-
ligarh, an over Rs 400 crore project, was 
supposed to be over by 2018, but has 
been delayed by 3-4 years as the con-
tractor was changed last year.

Mentioning the pathetic conditions 
of the NH in different parts of the state, 
Assam Assembly Speaker Hitendra Nath 
Goswami said: “I can understand these 
are being done by central agencies. But 
you (Assam government) please see if a 
mechanism can be evolved for monitor-
ing of the projects.” He suggested the As-
sam government to talk to the Centre for 
having a committee, comprising mem-
bers from the state, to regularly assess 
the progress of such projects as it affects 
the public directly.  Earlier, the issue was 
raised by former chief minister Prafulla 
Kumar Mahanta and his party colleague 
Bhabendra Nath Bharali in the House.

Guwahati, March 14 (PTI): The 
Assam government today said it 
will not allow tea garden owners 
to sell the lands alloted to them for 
cultivation.

The state government, how-
ever, said it will consider proposals 
of setting up other industries in 
lands alloted for tea gardens.

Replying to a query by BJP MLA 
Sanjoy Kishan during the Ques-

tion Hour, Assam Industry Min-
ister Chandra Mohan Patowary 
said the government has received 
complaints of selling of lands by 
tea garden owners that were leased 
out to them for tea cultivation only.

“Nobody can sell land for tea 
gardens. However, if one wants to 
set up a new industry in that land, 
we will consider that. The govern-
ment had approved such propos-

als earlier,” Patowary said in the 
House during the ongoing Budget 
Session of the Assam Assembly.

BJP members Rituparna 
Baruah and Siddhartha Bhat-
tacharya alleged that tea garden 
lands are being sold off illegal-
ly and demanded a high-level 
probe into it.

Reacting to the discussion, As-
sam Assembly Speaker Hitendra 

Nath Goswami said, “We should 
ensure that tea industry does not 
die. Diversification is alright and 
can be done as and when needed. 
But it should not be done at the 
cost of tea garden workers.” 

Patowary informed the House 
that the government is taking 
steps to protect the tea garden 
lands from unauthorised sale by 
the owners.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, March 14 (EMN): The 
institute of Bio-resources and 
Sustainable Development (IBSD), 
a central institute in Manipur has 
began to develop a bio-resource 
hub , one of its kind in the entire 
NE region and a unique one in 
the country at its picturesque 
bio-resources park in Haraorou 
village, 16 km north of Imphal in 
Manipur.

Spreading across the foothill 
fields measuring around 40 acres, 
the IBSD team under the super-
vision of its energetic Director 
Prof Dinabandhu Sahoo have 
started to convert the park into a 
sustainable development facility 
hub considering the requirement 
of the local population as well as 
people across the country.

On Wednesday, Prof Sahoo ac-
companied by scientists of the in-
stitute inaugurated a fish hatchery 
complex having portable facilities 
besides dedicating the founda-
tion stone for the development 
of a tissue culture and hardening 
facilities inside the park.

 “This will be the first com-
mercial tissue culture and hard-
ening facility in the entire north 
eastern region as it plans to sup-
ply a minimum of 8 lakh saplings 
of horticulture plants and other 

forest plants per year at a highly 
subsidized rate to the farmers and 
other people,” said Prof Sahoo. 
“This is the real sustainable de-
velopment model created by the 
institute park where a total of 250 
farmers were trained under bio-
resources enterprise development 
only on one orchid (Dendrobium) 
species.”

 “Earlier tissue cultured plants 
were imported from Bangalore 
and Hyderbad etc. Now it will 

be done here as everything will 
go from here once the ongoing 
infrastructure developments are 
completed,” said the professor in 
Botany who has visited seven con-
tinents in the last 18 months. “The 
bio-resources available here can 
be airlifted directly through our 
helipad. So it will be self sufficient 
facility which you will not find in 
any parts of NE where you have 
the water harvest, fish culture, tis-
sue culture, training for farmers 

etc at one particular place.”
He said although only 4% of 

the country’s population live in 
the northeast, unemployment 
is a major problem in the entire 
region. Therefore, biotechnology 
based enterprises is one of the 
best option for the socio-econom-
ic development of the region, as 
establishment of heavy industries 
will damage the environment.

Prof Sahoo also admitted that 
at present, nearly 50 percent of 
the fishes are imported from 
outside the state because of lack 
of quality fish seedlings. IBSD has 
developed 23 ponds with rain wa-
ter harvesting facility in the area, 
so that round the year faring can 
be done along with high value fish 
production besides interaction 
with the farmers and do necessary 
works based on their require-
ments in some sectors in the last 
three years. 

Dr Gusheinzed Waikhom who 
looks after the fishery section of 
the institute said that the newly 
opened fish hatchery will pro-
duce a minimum of 5 million fish 
sponges annually. Production 
of quality fingerling is need of 
the hour in a state like Manipur 
where people consumes fishes as 
a favourite dish in their day to life 
and during festivals.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, March 14 (EMN): The Karbi 
Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC), 
Executive Member (EM), in charge Land 
and Revenue, Rupsing Teron said that the 
eviction drive in Langkaijan bordering 
Karbi Anglong and Hojai which was sup-
posed to be conducted on March 9 and 
March 11 had to be suspended as survey 
works are still in progress. He said this 
while speaking to media persons at his 
official chamber on March 14. 

He said the eviction drive will be 

resumed after the survey is completed. 
EM Teron said that the Director of 

Land Record (DLR), Assam and a joint 
survey team from both the districts have 
visited Langkaijan on March 9 and a 
preliminary land survey have been done 
during which an indication of temporary 
demarcation were installed in the border-
ing area.

Also, Teron said that the survey will 
be completed by March 20 after which 
Langkaijan area being occupied by il-
legal encroachers will be evicted.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, March 14 (EMN): 
The Karbi Anglong Auton-
omous Council (KAAC), 
Executive Member (EM), 
in charge Higher Edu-
cation, Jagatsing Engti 
on March 14 inspected 
Diphu Polytechnic.

Duringthe inspection, 
Jagatsing Engti requested 
the contractor involved 
for hostel construction to 
complete at the earliest. 

He lamented that the 
institution has power fa-
cility which is now discon-
nected by Assam State 
Electricity Board (ASEB) 
because of the earlier li-

abilities. 
Commenting on the 

poor power facility, Engti 
said that the Diphu Poly-
technic which was non-
functional was once oc-
cupied as a designated 
camp of the over-ground 
extremist organisations. 

Also, inspecting the 
infrastructure of the poly-
technic, Engti said that 
the boundary wall needs 
to be constructed inorder 
to check encroachment 
from the outside while 
the institution building 
and staff quarters need 
renovation. 

Accompanied by Prin-

cipal, Diphu Polytechnic 
Utpal Bora, the EM as-
sured that the state run 
institution with KAAC as 
the caretaker will meet the 
requirements of the insti-
tution for the students. 

EM Engti  also in-
formed that a Special 
Teachers Eligibility Test 
(TET) will be conducted 
though final date is not 
yet fixed, it will be con-
ducted by March. The 
Special TET is purely for 
Karbi Anglong and candi-
dates will be only from the 
two hill districts of Karbi 
Anglong and West Karbi 
Anglong. 

Dimapur, March 14 (EMN): For 
the purpose of redeveloping 
railway stations and to provide 
an enhanced and richer experi-
ence to the passengers about 600 
stations have been indentified 
for this purpose across Indian 
Railway.

A press release issued by 
the NF Railways Maligaon on 
March 14 mentioned that the 
said endeavour will be to Indian 
Railway Station Development 
Corporation Limited (IRSDC) 
shortly.  

 As a parallel measure, it is 
said to have been decided that 
the development of about 70 sta-
tions through Zonal Railways will 
be done separately including five 
stations of N F Railway namely- 
Katihar, Lumding, Tinsukia, Ali-
purduar and Rangiya.  

The release stated that the 
emphasis will be on having a 
visible change in the station 
without unnecessary construc-
tion all over.  

Divisional railway managers 
have been directed to appoint ar-
chitectural consultant for prepa-
ration of overall architectural 
plan and may also take feedback 
and ideas from local stakehold-
ers, the release stated.  

The work for the identified 
stations is said to be completed 
by this year end.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, March 14 (EMN): In a 
move to revive the only spin-
ning mill for cotton yarning 
in northeast India and to pro-
mote handloom production, 
the first ever cotton plantation 
was launched in Manipur’s 
border areas.

Manipur Commerce, Tex-
tiles and Industries Minister 
Thongam Biswajit Singh ac-
companied by officials from 
Handloom and Textiles de-
partment formally launched 
the plantation programme at 
Kwatha village under Teng-
noupal district bordering My-
anmar on March 13.

The step has been taken 
up considering the suitability 
of the soil and its environment 
for the cotton cultivation in 
and around the Kwatha village, 
located about 100 km south 
of Imphal, on the road side of 

Imphal-Moreh route.
Speaking on the launching 

programme of the plantation 
drive, Minister Biswajit said 
that the cotton plantation will 
help in reducing unemploy-
ment and provide jobs to the 
local farmers while improving 
the economy of the village.

Stating that Kwatha village 
is suitable for cotton planta-
tion as the germination process 
takes lesser time compared to 
the standard time, he said that 
the plantation will also help in 
reviving the spinning mill of 
the state while adding that the 
cotton plantation will be suc-
cessful as there are plans to buy 
back the cotton from the farm-
ers. The unused spinning mills 
at Loitang Khunou in Imphal 
West district is the only spin-
ning mill for cotton yarning in 
northeast India.

Informing that the state 

government is committed to 
serve the poorest of the poor 
and the needy, he also said that 
the bamboo-shoot products 
such as Soibum, a fermented 
form of bamboo shoot needs 
better packaging to attract buy-
ers which will improve the eco-
nomic condition of the village.

Also, Biswajit Singh urged 
the villagers to take advantage 
of the various social schemes- 
Ujaala Yojana, Saubhagya Yo-
jana, etc. launched by the gov-
ernment which had achieved 
to bridge the gap between the 
hills and the valley up to some 
extent.

The ongoing cotton plan-
tation drive being the pilot 
project, the cotton seeds will 
be provided free of cost for one 
hectare each household, ac-
cording to Lamlee Kamei, Di-
rector, Handloom and Textiles 
while highlighting the benefits 

of cotton plantation.
The state government 

had reportedly planned cot-
ton plantation in and around 
Kwatha village under Teng-
noupal district and Bangai 
range of Jiribam district un-
der a separate budget (INR 
2 crore) as a pilot project to 
increase handloom production 
by providing cotton subsidy for 
weavers and also to revive the 
unused spinning mills.

There are 2.04 lakh weavers 
and 1.9 lakh loom owners in 
Manipur, which is the highest 
concentration in the country. 
Once the project is successful, 
the state even had a plan to 
export cotton and synthetic 
yarns by 2020. Punjab, Gu-
jarat, Maharashtra, Madhya 
Pradesh, Karnataka, Haryana, 
Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan are the 
top cotton producing states of 
the country.

Imphal, March 14 (IANS): N. 
Biren Singh, who leads the coa-
lition government in Manipur, 
on Wednesday said the state 
government has collected Rs 
831 crore as revenue in the cur-
rent financial year.

The revenue target for the 
next financial year is Rs 948 
crore, he added.

Singh was speaking one day 
ahead of the first anniversary 
of the Bharatiya Janata Party-

led coalition government in 
Manipur. 

Singh said: “The previous 
Congress government could 
only collect Rs 586 crore as 
revenue.”

He attributed the higher 
revenue collection to the in-
troduction of the Goods and 
Services Tax and revenue from 
forest products. 

The Chief Minister said his 
government was focusing on 

development projects and is 
all for balanced development 
of both the hills and the valley. 

Special emphasis is being 
laid on having a corruption-
free government in Manipur, 
he added. 

In order to check infiltra-
tion of foreigners the govern-
ment has stepped up patrolling 
in the border areas of Moreh, 
Jiri and Behang. 

Singh also said that un-

der the BJP-led government 
there has been no blockade or 
strike which were the order of 
the day during the Congress 
regime. 

However, former Chief 
Minister and opposition leader 
Okram Ibobi Singh disputed 
the claims. Quoting statistics, 
the Congress leader said there 
have been blockades of all sorts 
and the difference is only in the 
degree.

Agartala, March 14 (IANS): 
Two senior students have 
been academically suspend-
ed and punitive action has 
been taken against four other 
students of National Institute 
of Technology (NIT), Agar-
tala, on charge of ragging, an 
official said here on Wednes-
day.

“Two senior NIT-Agartala 
students of 8th semester have 
been suspended academi-
cally on charges of ragging 
junior students. Four other 
students have been fined 
Rs 5,000 and three among 
them have been asked to quit 
the institute hostels,” NIT-
Agartala, Dean of Students’ 
Welfare Rajsekhar Panua told 
IANS.

The anti-ragging commit-
tee of NIT-Agartala, headed 
by Panua took these punitive 
actions after an inquiry on a 
complaint of ragging.

Another NIT-Agartala 
official said that on March 
9 around midnight, some 
senior students had called a 
number of junior students to 
a meeting outside the hostel 
and physically tortured them 
in the name of ragging.

“In the ragging, a student 
from Arunachal Pradesh, 
Dui Duji, sustained serious 

injuries but he was not even 
taken to hospital. Duji in-
formed his parents and it was 
only after their arrival that the 
victim was hospitalised,” the 
official added.

Union Minister of State 
for Home Affairs Kiren Rijiju 
had earlier spoken to Tripura 
Chief Minister Biplab Kumar 
Deb and Director General of 
Tripura Police Akhil Kumar 
Shukla and requested them 
to take action against the 
guilty students.

Some guardians of the 
ragged students had also 
filed FIRs with the police and 
it was only after that the NIT-
Agartala authorities began 
proceedings against the er-
rant students.

Various student bodies, 
including the Tribal Student 
Federation (TSF), have also 
launched and agitation to call 
for action against the guilty 
students.

TSF sources said that stu-
dent bodies in Arunachal 
Pradesh had also protested 
the incident of ragging in 
NIT-Agartala. 

The NIT-Agartala, official 
said that those involved in 
the ragging all belonged to 
the states of Bihar and Uttar 
Pradesh.

Guwahati, March 14 (PTI): 
The Assam Assembly today 
passed the bill to set up As-
sam Yoga Council for regulat-
ing teaching and practice of 
yoga in the state.

‘The Assam Yoga Council 
Bill, 2018’ was passed by the 
legislators, paving the way 
for setting up of a statutory 
body.

In his written statement 
on the bill, Health Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma said: 
“It is time Assam establishes 
a Yoga Council for setting 
up of a proper mechanism 
necessary for regulating Yoga 
and Naturopathy sector.” 

The Council is proposed 
to be set up in order to as-
sure quality of service and 
to avoid misinterpretation 
and misuse of the system, 
besides ensuring Yoga insti-
tutions to offer safe, reliable 

and quality medical health-
care, he added.

Sarma said the Council 
will be empowered to grant 
affiliation and accreditation 
to institutions teaching Yoga 
as well as withdraw the same.

Other objectives are “to 
confer registration on the 
institutionally qualified pro-
fessional practitioners, to 
confer registration to other 
yoga practitioners fulfilling 
the terms and conditions 
laid down in the draft bill,” 
he added.

The minister further said 
in his statement that the 
Council will regulate various 
course curriculum of stud-
ies for registration by yoga 
practitioners and advise the 
state government as well as 
academic institutes in the 
matter of research in the 
subject.

EM Images

IBSD Prof Dinabandhu Sahoo interacting with visitors after dedicating the foundation at 
bioresource park in Imphal on March 15.
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New Delhi, March 14 
(IANS): India would grow 
at 7.3 per cent in 2018-19, 
the World Bank said on 
Wednesday forecasting that 
the economy would revert 
to its trend growth rate of  
7.5 per cent by 2019-20 
as it bottoms out from the 
impact of the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) and de-
monetisation. In the current 
year, the economy is expect-
ed to clock a growth rate of  
6.7 per cent, said the World 
Bank’s India Development 
Update report, which takes 
stock of the Indian econo-
my.

It said while India’s 
GDP growth saw a tem-
porary dip in the last two 
quarters of 2016-17 and 
the first quarter of 2017-18 
due to demonetization and 
disruptions surrounding the 
initial implementation of  
GST, but economic activity 
had begun to stabilize since 
August last year.

“While services will 
continue to remain the main 
driver of economic growth, 
industrial activity is poised 
to grow, with manufactur-
ing expected to accelerate 
following the implementa-
tion of the GST, and agri-
culture will likely grow at its 
long-term average growth 
rate,” it said.

It added that reaching 
growth rates exceeding 8 per 
cent will require continued 
reform aimed at resolving 
issues related to credit and 
investment, and enhancing 
the competitiveness of In-
dia’s exporting sector.

“Maintaining hard-
won macroeconomic sta-
bility, providing a definite 
and durable solution to the 
cleaning up of banks’ bal-
ance sheets, realising GST’s 
growth and fiscal dividend, 
and regaining momentum 
on the unfinished struc-
tural reform agenda will be 
key for realising these rates 
of growth,” it added. “Ac-
celerating the growth rate 
will also require continued 

integration into the global 
economy.”

According to the World 
Bank, India’s growth in 
recent years has been sup-
ported by “prudent macr-
oeconomic policy” includ-
ing a new inflation targeting 
framework, energy subsidy 
reforms, fiscal consolida-
tion, higher quality of pub-
lic expenditure and a stable 
balance of payment situa-
tion. 

“In addition, recent 
policy reforms have helped 
India improve the business 
environment, ease inflows 
of foreign direct investment 
(FDI) and improve credit 
behaviour,” it added. World 
Bank’s India Country Di-
rector Junaid Ahmad said 
India’s long-term growth 
has become more steady, 
stable, diversified and resil-
ient. 

“In the long-run, for 
higher growth to be sus-
tainable and inclusive, In-
dia needs to use land and 
water, which are increas-
ingly becoming scarce 
resources, more produc-
tively, make growth more 
inclusive, and strengthen 
its public sector to meet 
the challenges of  a fast 
growing, globalizing and 
increasingly middle-class 
economy,” he added.

Poonam Gupta, the lead 
economist and the main au-
thor of the report, said that 
durable revival in private 
investments and exports 
would be crucial for India 
achieving a sustained high 
growth of 8 percent and 
above.

“This will require con-
tinued impetus for struc-
tural reforms. Resorting 
to countercyclical policies 
will not help spur sustained 
growth and India should 
not compromise its hard-
earned fiscal discipline in 
order to accelerate growth,” 
she added. The report rec-
ommended reforms in the 
fields of private investments, 
bank credit and exports. 

Kolkata, March 14 
(IANS): State-run Alla-
habad Bank on Wednes-
day said it has sanctioned 
Rs 1,003 crore in loans to 
8,289 beneficiaries for mi-
cro, small and medium en-
terprises (MSME) through 
a special drive.

“The bank organised 
a mega camp for MSME 
loans on Monday. Through 
the said camp, MSME 
loans aggregating Rs 1,003 
crore were sanctioned to 
8,289 beneficiaries, which 
included Rs 55.42 crore 
(1,794 beneficiaries) under 
Pradhan Mantri Mudra 
Yojana (MUDRA) and Rs 
35.04 crore (160 beneficiar-
ies) under Stand-Up India 
Scheme,” the lender said in 
a statement.

The lender claimed it 
has been offering “com-

petitive rate of interest for 
MSME and retail loans” 
and has always endeavoured 
to offer its customers various 
products at attractive rates, 
adding in the process more 
than 5 million new custom-
ers during the last one year. 
Total outstanding under re-
tail credit as on December 
31, 2017 stood at Rs 19,849 
crore registering a year-on-
year growth of 20.50 per 
cent from Rs 16,473 crore 
year-ago. 

However, the bank post-
ed a net loss of Rs 1,263.79 
crore in the third quarter of  
2017-18 due to higher provi-
sions made for aging NPAs 
(non-performing assets) and 
NCLT (National Company 
Law Tribunal) referred 
accounts and also losses 
incurred in treasury opera-
tions during the quarter.

New Delhi, March 14 (IANS): Chinese smartphone mak-
er Xiaomi on Wednesday launched “Redmi 5” in India 
with 18:9 display for Rs 7,999 for the base variant with 2GB 
RAM and 16GB internal storage. “Redmi 5” has 7.7-mm 
metal body which makes it the slimmest smartphone in the 
Redmi series and has a 5.7-inch screen for an immersive 
viewing experience, the company said in a statement.

The device will be available in a weekly sale starting 
March 20 across Mi.com, Amazon and Mi Home stores 
for Rs 8,999 and Rs 10,999 for 3GB and 32GB storage and 
4GB with 64GB internal memory variants, respectively.

“Our partner @reliancejio is offering an amazing offer 
for all #Redmi5 users: INR 2,200 instant cashback + 100 
GB of additional data!,” tweeted Manu Kumar Jain, Glo-
bal Vice President and Managing Director, Xiaomi India. 

“#Redmi5 is an overall upgrade to Redmi 4 and a wor-
thy successor,” Jain added.  The smartphone will also be 
made available across all Xioami’s offline partners in the 
coming weeks, the company said in a statement.

The device is powered by Qualcomm Snapdragon 450 
Octa-core processor with 14nm “FINFET” technology.

There is a 12MP rear camera and a 5MP front camera 
with LED selfie-light. A 3,300mAh battery fuels the device.

New Delhi, March 14 (IANS): 
Wholesale price-indexed (WPI) 
inflation in India softened dur-
ing February marginally at 2.48 
per cent from 2.84 per cent in the 
previous month, primarily due to 
lower fuel and food prices, official 
data showed on Wednesday.

According to a Commerce 
Ministry release, the WPI infla-
tion in February 2017 was more 
than double at 5.1 per cent.

Wednesday’s wholesale infla-
tion data follows the retail infla-
tion figures for February released 
earlier this week, which showed 
a slight cooling in the consumer 
price-indexed (CPI) inflation at 
4.4 per cent on the back of lower 
food and fuel prices. Retail infla-
tion had climbed over 5 per cent 
in January. 

On a sequential basis, the ex-
penses during the month in con-

sideration on primary articles, 
which constitute 22.62 per cent 
of the WPI’s total weightage, rose 
marginally by 0.79 per cent, from 
an increase of 2.37 per cent in 
January 2018.

Among primary articles, food, 
which has a weightage of 15.26 
per cent in the index, edged up 
last month by 0.88 per cent from 
an acceleration of three per cent 
reported for January.

The cost of fuel and power, 
which commands a 13.15 per cent 
weightage in the index, increased 
at a slower pace of 3.81 per cent 
during the month, from a growth 
of 4.08 per cent in January.

However, expenses on manu-
factured products in the month 
under review registered a rise of  
3.04 per cent, from 2.78 per cent 
in January.

Onion prices in February 

soared higher by 118.95 per cent 
and potatoes by 11.67 per cent.

The overall vegetable prices in 
February rose by 11.67 per cent, 
against a higher increase of 40.77 
per cent in the previous month.

Fuel-wise, prices in February 
of both high-speed diesel and pet-
rol climbed higher than in the pre-
vious month, by 7.41 per cent and 
2.52 per cent, respectively. Howev-
er, LPG rose lower at 8.5 per cent.

Indian economy 
to grow at 7.3% in 
FY19: World Bank

February wholesale inflation down marginally at 2.48%

Allahabad Bank sanctions 
INR 1,003 cr. MSME loans

Xiaomi Redmi 5 with 18:9 
display now in India
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The Winner Must  
Not Take It All

During the recent swearing-in ceremony of 
the council of ministers in Kohima, the 
crowd and the state leaders who were al-

ready seated had to sit  through one comical mo-
ment. The crowd and almost all the state leaders 
had arrived and were seated waiting for the digni-
taries from the Centre and the neighbouring  states 
to arrive. Continuous music played through the PA 
system while the NDPP-BJP music video was also 
played out in the giant screens intermittently be-
tween the songs. The former chief minister was 
also seated alone in his designated chair waiting 
for the other leaders to arrive.  Just then, the DJ of 
the day played the 1980s hit song of the Swedish 
pop group Abba, ‘The winner takes it all’. 

 “I don’t want to talk, about the things we’ve gone 
through, though it’s hurting me, now it’s history, I’ve 
played all my cards, and that’s what you’ve done 
too, nothing more to say, no more ace to play, the 
winner takes it all, the loser standing small, beside 
the victory, that’s her destiny, “ blared through the 
speakers.  

While it was light-hearted and surely with-
out any insinuations, just going by the title of the 
song.  For those who knew the background of the 
song and the lyrics well, it would also have been an 
amusing moment because of the way the former 
chief minister and the present parted ways. It was 
also a bit metaphorical because, as the title sug-
gests,  the usual appropriation of credits do occur 
in our brand of politics when the leader at the helm 
is changed. On the other hand, for some it was no 
doubt a moment when the cringe-factor was be-
yond comfort levels because both the groups, who 
are the 60 elected representatives of the state were 
all seated right in front of the crowd, in spite of the 
just concluded acrimonious campaigns. 

However, the take-away from this incident 
should be that the usual winner takes it all poli-
tics has to end in Nagaland. The small state with 
the nuance of community which is time and again 
misused for political gains has greatly divided the 
people. Assumptions with suspicions have taken 
over fact and good faith in the present society and 
petulance has become the order of the day. The 
newly elected leaders led by the Treasury Bench has 
to chart new rules of engagement hereafter. The 
parochial attitudes that usually dominate the sys-
tem of governance after every election or change 
of guard in the government have to be done away 
with.  Instead magnanimity should be the keyword 
of the leaders. The ruling alliance needs take along 
the constituencies of the opposition too in the 
path to development. 

Jesus takes us as we are and makes 
us what we should be.

As a boy, I watched my father plow fields that had 
never been cultivated. On the first pass the plow-
share would turn up large rocks that he hauled 

away. Then, he would plow the field again, and then 
again, to further break up the soil. With each pass the 
plow turned up other, smaller rocks that he cast aside. 
The process continued, requiring many passes through 
the field.

Growth in grace can look like a similar process. When 
we first become believers, some “big” sins may be ex-
posed. We confess them to God and accept His forgive-
ness. But as the years pass by, and as God’s Word passes 
through us and sinks into our innermost being, the Holy 
Spirit brings other sins to the surface. Sins of the spirit 
once thought to be mere peccadilloes—small, seemingly 
unimportant offenses—are revealed as ugly, ruinous at-
titudes and actions. Sins like pride, self-pity, complaining, 
pettiness, prejudice, spite, self-serving indulgence. 

God reveals each sin so He can cast it aside. He re-
veals to heal. When harmful hidden attitudes come to the 
surface, we can pray as the psalmist David did, “For the 
sake of your name, Lord, forgive my iniquity, though it is 
great” (Psalm 25:11).

Humbling exposure, though painful, is good for the 
soul. It’s one of the ways in which He “instructs sinners 
in his ways.” He “guides the humble in what is right and 
teaches them his way” (vv. 8–9).

BIBLE READ:   PSALM 25:1–11  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths. 
~ Psalm 25:4

DAILY
PATH

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

W
hile congratulating the newly-
formed People Democratic Alliance 
Government led by one of the sen-
ior-most and dynamic leader of the 
state, Shri. Neiphiu Rio, the newly-

elected Chief Minister of Nagaland, I would also like 
to state that the NDPP party’s motto, “Deeds, not 
words” impressed many and many more appreciat-
edthe NDPP-BJP alliance’s election slogan, “Change 
is coming”.Therefore,with faith and belief, the people 
have elected the new government into power. Like-
wise, the same people have high expectationsfor an 
early Naga Political Solution and not forgetting, de-
velopment being brought to our villages and door 
steps, as promised.

In my observations, a ‘Herculean task’lies before 
the newly-formed People Democratic Alliance Gov-
ernment to be hammered as follows:-
1. Road & Communication: Our State’s National 

Highways, State Highways and the Districts and 
sub-divisions connectivity which are in an evi-
dently deplorable state needs to be looked upon-
immediately, first and foremost. The public may 
not mind even if the government utilises 50% of 
the State’s budget for providing good roads and 
communications, in letter and spirit, if utilised ju-
diciously. Therefore, for one or two financial years 
more budget allocation may be made for repair / 
maintenance of our existing road connectivity.

2. A new development formula: For many years, 
the state or the nation’ssystem of development 
has been urban-centric and real development 
could not reach the dire needs of the people in ru-
ral areas. Therefore,a new development formula 
wherein the focus of development should move 
from the urban to the rural areas is required to 
allow development to move from rural to urban 
areas. An equitable and balanced development of 
all regions of the state can be slowly achieved to 
contribute towards enabling the development of 
the whole country.

3. Good Governance: Good governance requires 
high standards of transparency and accountabil-
ity, which are dependent on a proper system with 
strict rules and regulations. Only then justice can 

be truly delivered to the people.
a) Financial Management System needs to be 

reviewed. The present financial management 
system become not only become stagnant but 
have also become quiteconfusing as we nei-
ther follow the old rules and procedures nor 
make new rules befitting to the new times. 
Therefore,in such a state, it has become con-
fusing and puzzling for the implementing au-
thorities such as the State’s Budgetary System, 
Drawal authority orders, Civil deposits system, 
distorted Accounting system etc as a result of 
which government money has no security and 
corruption is flourishing in the state.

 Therefore, the state’s financial management 
system requires to be thoroughly reviewed.

b) Job Reservation Policy: The present system of 
job reservation for the backward tribes is prov-
ing itself to be an unfair and unjust system as 
the actual-targeted people are not getting the 
benefits of the job-reservationprovisionsbut 
the policy has become a monopoly of a few 
advanced families amongstthe backward 
tribes educated and raised comfortablyin 
urban areas but not reaching to the targeted 
people for upliftments. Therefore it may be  
suggested that reservationbe not done plainly 
on tribal basis but to identify areas or villages 
where ever jobs reservation and upliftments 
is required, so that ‘backward’ tag can be re-
moved in due time.

c) Recruitment policy:  The recruitment policy 
may follow a3(three)-tier systemvizNational-
level (UPSC), the State-level (NPSC) and Dis-
trict level through a District recruitment board.

i. For all Gazetted posts, the recruitment should 
strictly be doneonly through the state level 
NPSC exam with a ‘new job reservation policy’.

ii. For all non-gazetted post vacancies, recruit-
ment should be done through a District-level 
Recruitment Board exam and Staff Selection 
Board exam in the like and manner of Staff 
Selection Committee Exams at the centre. At 
the district level recruitment, an equitable-
tribal reservation policy may be strictly imple-

mented so that equal opportunity and justice 
can be delivered to every community without 
discrimination, favour or nepotism.

iii. The state government should make anopti-
mistic policy of sponsoring at least a 100 de-
serving candidates every year for National-
level Competitive Exams coaching at the best 
coaching institutes in the country with a target 
to produce 5-10 IAS, IPS, IFS, IFoS, IES and 
other allied services every yearso that the state 
can produce good number of tallbureaucrats 
to serve in the state instead of borrowing from 
other states.

d) Departmental Promotion Committee(DPC): 
State Government departments should conduct 
a Department Promotion Committee sitting at 
least once in a year or within 6 months for under-
taking promotions to fill up vacancies, regulariza-
tion of deserving Ad-hoc, contract appointments 
and confirmation of services regularly in order to 
prevent backlog, hierarchical and organizational 
gap and lapses, supersession cases and most-im-
portantly back-door appointment in respective 
departments.

e) Proper utilization of the state employees:The 
government should make and implement better 
policies for better and judicious utilization of all 
the regular and work-charged employees as per 
their assigned duties and responsibilities. Irregu-
lar and erring employees should be penalized 
(without pay / pay cuts) followed by termination, 
if deemed fit. 
While pouring out my humble suggestions to the 

People’s Democratic Alliance Government of Naga-
land and the worthy members of the opposition, it is 
also my cry and challenge to new government to let 
the people witness the promised ‘change is coming’ 
within 3(Three) years to prove to the people that it’s 
truly “Facta non verba / Deeds, not words”.

May God bless the authorities to fulfil their com-
mitments and slogans madeduring the elections and 
truly serve the people and their real concerns.

An analyst & an observer, aconcerned senior citi-
zen.

Khinyi Woch

A
fter much anticipation and torrents of 
purported documents circumnavigating 
our daily updates of feeds regarding the al-
location of portfolios, has finally took still 
… and awaits [us], how the public services 

and responsibilities are to be executed which is an-
other feature that comes along with the package . It 
is not known how the internal coalition is being con-
solidated among the majority rifts, considering the 
veteran election partakers, popular both in will and 
spirit among their consecutive regions, have jum-
bled up around in different parties over short notice 
working out best for them consequently. The writer 
only writes because we public have witnessed how 
circumstances could mount up to, in certain times 
during displeasure of status quo or during profes-
sional or personal //*unprofessional*// differences 
among the representatives. 

In contemporary times, the people of any govern-
ment demands what could seemingly be over bear-
ing but only impetus for surviving efficiently in this 
modern era of technology and advancement. After 
all the technological achievements humans have 
possessed, derived from the threshold of industrial 
revolution, what the elites have to say is, “Humans 
are still at infancy.” From a global perspective, hu-
mans are only beginning to comprehend what it is 
to be human; the emotional and mental harness of 
intellect to define proper existence. And as such, 

our government and the processes involved prior, 
in or after—have to be unflinchingly altered towards 
modern innovative interpretations, else the piled up 
paint on the old canvas would grow luxuriant and the 
art disintegrate itself.   

Every progressing society goes through certain 
phase before culminating the end result to proceed 
ahead leaving behind former unsubtle perception of 
conduct and pivot solely ascertaining positive pos-
sibilities impact. This has been evident throughout 
the course of human history. We have had our own 
share of regressive pitfalls in our society mostly de-
rived from the intricate nature of our politics and its 
in-conclusion that have summed up to all the mess 
our way of life has been affected by. No measure of 
sort could arguably align the indication for produc-
tive prospects unless certain degree of innovation 
unbound by conventional ideologies could be in-
stilled and paved way for.      

We public have integrated of all the misdirection 
and deceits our somewhat elected legislative repre-
sentatives have for so far baffled us in every auspicious 
schemes that has resorted to mega cities in the books. 
Unfortunately, the sensible sections today have had 
through with the consistent stagnation channeled 
right from the core/source, from where everything 
could be restructured and propelled. All these years 
(decades) of failed developments have made us wiser 
and compelling to revamp the same trend of stagna-

tion in our socio-economic-political affairs. 
Despite having processed democratic norms to 

situate a democratic government, we are far from 
being termed as democratic. Real democracy would 
mean the electorates to cast vote without any obliga-
tion and influence. Real democracy propounds free-
dom of choice and free will to elect right and quality 
candidates, which hasn’t been eminent – not for a 
long time. Right candidate could be any sensible citi-
zen; there is a fine line of difference between the lim-
its for right justice and otherwise – apples and orang-
es. The relatively gross defect of democracy is what 
is looping every round making the people obstinate. 
This needs to be overhauled whereby every sensible 
section can participate and contest in examining, at 
least around sensible quarters, initially. 

In conclusion, may the elected representatives 
take major concern over what’s on the other side of 
the fence, this time, where the greater interest of the 
people lie. Even though the positions occupied had 
been both physically and resourcefully exhausting, 
may every elected representative commit them-
selves in setting a threshold for a better government 
– after all, to be precise, it’s not about the occupation 
but production. With such conviction, we as a society 
together could flourish more meaningfully and make 
unceasing effort in paving reformed ways for poster-
ity to embark.    

Y. Among

A 
Goldilocks Economy is one which 
enjoys sustained economic growth and 
low inflation.  A Goldilocks economy 
is when growth isn’t too hot, causing 
inflation, nor too cold, creating a 

recession. It has an ideal growth rate of between 
2-3 percent, as measured by GDP growth

Indian economy is enjoying a Goldilocks 
moment as growth is picking up without spiking 
inflation, which allows a market-friendly 
monetary policy. The latest data showed that 
factories increased production faster while retail 
inflation eased for the second straight month 
in February. India had done a remarkable job 
in repairing its macro economy from CY 2014 
to 2017. In a significant recovery, Asia’s third 
largest economy, India’s Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) grew at 7.2 per cent in the third quarter of 
financial year 2017-18 (October-December).

All is well when economic growth is high 
and inflation is low. The Indian economy seems 
to have finally come to this happy place as the 
latest set of data showed that factories increased 
production faster while retail inflation softened 
for the second straight month. The Goldilocks 
economy, with higher growth and lower inflation, 
is back both in India and globally, a welcome 
change from the recent inflation scare.

The Index of Industrial Production grew 
by 7.47% in January, with manufacturing 
maintaining its impressive pace of expansion 
at 8.69%. The pace is faster than expected and 

coupled with softening inflation comes as a 
pleasant surprise to the markets.

A broad-based industrial recovery is on track 
and investment too seems to be reviving, albeit 
slowly. Capital goods held on to the impressive 
14% growth, and the driver of consumer goods 
growth was durables.

What is more comforting is that all this 
quickening in growth is not adding to inflationary 
pressure. Retail inflation’s fall to 4.44% in February 
from 5.07% the previous month should please 
policymakers, although they’re likely to see 
through the fall in vegetable and pulse prices. 
Core inflation, a reflection of demand pressures 
on the economy, too has softened but by only a 
small margin

India will again to be the fastest growing 
economy in the world, with a promising 
Goldilock economy that will grow and grow and 
subsequently will alleviate poverty and hardship, 
The budget has allocated a record Rs 5.97 lakh 
crore for infrastructure. The policy thrust on 
BRAHMA (Banking and Finance, Rural, Affordable 
Housing and MSME-led Acceleration) is likely 
to spawn a healthy microcosm of backward and 
forward linkages, and ensure that the ensuing 
pickup in economic activity is broad-based and 
inclusive.

India’s Goldilocks economic scenario can be 
a strong influence on investors’With domestic 
and global data suggesting a pickup in economic 
growth, analysts believe that stock markets in 
India will extend their recent gains but economic 
indicators will remain a deciding factor for the 
market momentum.

E
very year the 15th 
March is observed 
a s  t h e  ‘ W o r l d 
Consumer Rights 
Day’ all over the 

world. The significance of 
the day is that on this day 
in 1962 John F. Kennedy, the 
then President of United 
States of America declared 
four consumer r ights in 
his special message to the 
American Congress.  John F. 
Kennedy was the first world 
leader to do so. The consumer 
movement first marked that 
date in 1983 and now use the 
day every year to mobilise 
action on important issues 
and campaigns. Later on the 
International Organisation of 
Consumers Union added four 
rights to the list. These rights 
are; 1. Right to safety.  2. Right 
to be informed.  3. Right to 
choose.  4. Right to be heard.  
5. Right to redress.  6. Right to 
consumer education.  7. Right 
to a healthy environment.  
8. Right to basic needs. The 
Govt. of India has included 
these rights in its 20 point 
programme. These have also 
been incorporated in the 
United Nations Charter of 
Human Rights. 

T h e  w o r l d  c o n s u m e r 
rights day is celebrated every 
year to pay solidarity with 
the International Consumer 
movement and give more 
attention to promote basic 
rights of consumers and this 
is an opportunity to demand 
that the rights of all consumers 
are respected and protected 
and to protest against market 
abuses and social injustices 
which undermine those rights. 

“ M a k i n g  d i g i t a l 
m a r k e t p l a c e s  f a i re r”  i s 
the theme of 2018 where 
Consumer International is 
cal l ing for  fairer  digital 
marketplaces. E-commerce 
has transformed the way that 
people shop, giving consumers 
more choice than ever before. 

In 2017 global e-commerce 
sales reached 2.29 trillion 
dollars, but nearly 70% of 
the consumers worry their 
digital payments are unsafe. 
And therefore calls for action 
against scams and fraud, and 
better consumer protection 
o n l i n e .  T h e  N a g a l a n d 
Vo l u n t a r y  C o n s u m e r s ’ 
Organisation(NVCO) has 
been observing its two-week 
long observance of World 
Consumers’ Rights Day.

A Herculean Task Before The New 
Government Of Nagaland 

On Saddling Down of Portfolios  

India Heading Towards 
Goldilocks Economy

On World Consumer 
Rights Day

Mithilesh Kumar Sinha

Kezhokhoto Savi

Revealed to
Be Healed
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Today’s energies are 
going to be stirring up everyone’s emotions, Aries. 
You may wish to avoid getting involved in any argu-
ments or conflicts. If you ask for someone else’s 
advice, you’re likely to get an earful. It may be best 

to keep to yourself as much as possible today and spend some 
time alone tonight with a good book. Everything should be 
much calmer tomorrow.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Yes, you can be 
proud of yourself, Taurus. You really know your 
stuff. You have committed yourself to deepening 
your knowledge and capabilities and it really shows. 

Friends and family members will be coming to you for advice, 
and rightfully so. Try not to grow complacent, though. It’s an 
easy trap to fall into. You’ll need to continue full-speed ahead on 
your educational journey in order to keep that edge!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Today is wonderful for 
surrounding yourself with those you love the most, 
Gemini. Host a get-together with family and friends, 
full of stimulating conversation and delicious food 

and drink. However, you might at some point feel a little sad, 
missing someone who should be with you but isn’t, and spec-
ulating about what he or she may be doing. Concentrate on 
those there with you. You’re surrounded by love and are likely 
to remain so..

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): As a person who 
enjoys being gregarious and outgoing, days like 
this provide a wonderful outlet for your energy. 
You might spend a lot of time with your fam-
ily today, Cancer, but you’ll also probably touch 

base with many others. At some point you might find your-
self in the spotlight. You’ll feel especially fond of everyone 
around you and appreciate your good fortune. Enjoy your 
day.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): This is a great time to 
take advantage of a little solitude to pursue some 
cherished goals, Leo. Your concentration and 
imagination are operating at a very high level, 

and you may not stop working until you’re completely fin-
ished. If you’re starting a project, you’ll probably do well on 
it and, if business and money are involved, be successful. 
Don’t let temporary snags get in your way. Go for the gold!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Be careful of gossip-
ing too much with your friends and colleagues, 
Virgo. It’s fun to laugh and exchange stories, but 
remind yourself of the fact that the truth in a story 

is diminished and changed each time it’s repeated. If you 
gossip too much, your friends may begin wondering what 
you say about them when they aren’t there. Ultimately, this 
isn’t healthy behavior for your friendships. Think about it.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Don’t be surprised if 
you don’t spend too much time at home today. 
All signs indicate that you’re more likely to be out 
and about, shopping, visiting, and maybe attend-
ing a special dinner or concert. There are a num-

ber of family activities that you won’t want to miss, Libra, so 
don’t let your friends distract you with too much shopping 
or sports on TV.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  You know that 
you have a very fertile imagination, Scorpio, and 
today’s aspects highlight this special quality. You 
might wish to channel your thoughts into an ar-

tistic endeavor like writing or painting. Be sure to grab any 
opportunity to weave a fascinating tale for a child. Be care-
ful about letting your imagination run away with you when 
making judgments about people. They’re most likely on the 
up and up.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  Yikes! What 
an emotional day, Sagittarius. The planetary en-
ergies are forecasting conflict, and lots of it. Do 
your best to personally steer clear of any of it, and 

try to avoid being drawn into any arguments. You may wish 
to keep to yourself today. Tonight either stay in or head out 
to the movies alone. Don’t worry, everyone will be feeling 
much better tomorrow.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Emotions will 
run high with today’s planetary energies, Cap-
ricorn. But this is no reason to run away and 
hide! People will be much more honest than 

usual, even brutally so, and you could learn some valuable 
information as a result. Don’t be afraid to listen to some air-
ing of dirty laundry as well. With your discerning judgment, 
you’ll be able to make sense of what is good information 
and what isn’t.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Today’s emotional 
energy risks being exceptionally high, Aquarius. 
You may find yourself at the end of your rope by 
midday. Try to take a long walk or bike ride in or-

der to calm down. Go by yourself and do some deep breath-
ing outdoors. Try to avoid being drawn into other people’s 
conflicts. Excuse yourself and trust that they can work things 
out on their own.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  Today is good for 
entertaining, Pisces. Enjoy the company of family 
and friends, and don’t get distracted by gloomy 
thoughts about work or money. Just relax and let 

others take care of themselves. You enjoy nurturing other peo-
ple and making sure they have a wonderful time, but you need 
to have a great time as well, so don’t work too hard. Someone 
may give you a gift, a token of love and appreciation. 

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Vikas Datta  | IANS 

Joseph Samuel | India Science Wire

D
iagnosed with a debilitating condition 
when barely out of his teens, he was given 
just two years to live. But Stephen Hawk-
ing went to live on a further half-century.

During those years, though confined 
to a wheel-chair and only able to communicate via a 
special voice synthesising apparatus, his prodigious 
mind roamed around the cosmos, attempting to solve 
its mysteries -- from black holes to quantum gravity.

How can we describe Stephen William Hawking? 
He was termed as the greatest scientist since Albert 
Einstein but declined to be so categorised -- only ac-
cepting he was, at best, the greatest since the safe-
cracking, bongo drum-playing, Nobel-winning Rich-
ard Feynman. It was only after meeting Feynman in 
1979 that Hawking propounded his theory of the crea-
tion of the universe at -- of all places -- the Vatican.

The 76-year-old Hawking has done the most in re-
cent times to popularise science, not only by what he 
achieved despite his condition, but his sterling con-
tribution across a wide swathe of astrophysics. He is 
the only scientist (or person for that matter) who ap-
peared, as himself, on a range of TV shows spanning 
“The Simpsons”, “Futurama”, “The Big Bang Theory”, 
“Star Trek”, “Doctor Who” and even a “Monty Python” 
reunion.

The physicist’s inspiring story gave birth to the 
2014 movie “The Theory of Everything,” which was 
based on a memoir by Hawking’s first wife Wilde.

But above everything he conceived or contributed 
to his chosen field, Hawking was a living embodiment 
of mind over matter, the triumph of spirit over form, 

and of resilience over trying adversity, which he faced 
with his unique brand of optimism and typically Brit-
ish humour and understatement. He used to intro-
duce himself: “Hello. I am Stephen Hawking. Physicist, 
cosmologist, and something of a dreamer. Although I 
cannot move and I have to speak through a computer, 
in my mind I am free.”

Born in Oxford on January 8, 1942 to a pair of high-
ly-intelligent but not very well-to-do parents, Hawk-
ing did not particularly distinguish himself in his early 
academic life, and it was only while an undergraduate 
at Oxford, did he begin to make his mark. Despite be-
ing diagnosed in his first year as a doctoral student 
with incurable motor neurone disease -- the collective 
name for a group of five related degenerative neural 
disorders, like amyotrophic lateral sclerosis or Lou 
Gehrig’s disease in the US (after a prominent baseball 
player who suffered it) -- that left him crippled and 
with a very short life expectancy, he did not despair. 

He went on to live a productive life, long enough 
to have to take mandatory retirement from his post at 
Cambridge University (the same position once held by 
Isaac Newton) because the University forbids anyone 
older than 67 from holding it. Referring to his posi-
tion, he once quipped: “They say it’s Newton’s chair, 
but obviously it’s been changed.” At the age of 70, he 
participated in (and helped narrate) the Opening Cer-
emonies of the 2012 Paralympic Games in London. 

He also went on to marry and have children. Asked 
how he managed this, he is said to have cheekily re-
plied that the disease only affected voluntary muscles.

Hawking came to the notice of the wider public 
with his first book, “A Brief History of Time” (1988), in 
which he attempted to explain the structure, origin, 
development and eventual fate of the universe as well 

as a range of subjects in cosmology, including the Big 
Bang and black holes, to the non-specialist reader. De-
spite its promise of no equations, apart from Einstein’s 
e=mc2, it’s not a bedtime read.

In its later editions, he also discussed time travel, 
ruling that it was impossible for various rea-
sons, including the law of conservation of 
mass. Showing his sense of h u -
mour again, he once held a 
reception for any possible 
time travellers but only 
publicised it after it was 
already over.

But it is black holes 
that Hawking was most 
concerned with. He did pio-
neering work in the field -- 
though later admitting his 
theory of information loss 
in them was a “blunder” but 
his postulate that they emit 
radiation being held correct 
by data.

The first to set out a 
theory of cosmology ex-
plained by a union of the 
general theory of relativity 
and quantum mechanics, 
and an enthusiastic 
supporter 
of the 
latter’s 

many-worlds interpretation, he was also one of the 
scientists who did not rule out the existence of a crea-
tor, expressing his realisation the idea of a God was not 
incompatible with scientific theory.

In short, Hawking’s life was an exceptional and 
inspirational one. “Life has thrown at me both 

good times and bad. Perhaps it is human 
nature that we adapt and survive. As 

for me, I have lived with the 
prospect of an 
early death most 
of my life. I am 
not afraid of dy-
ing, but I am in 

no hurry to die. 
I have so much I 

want to do and find 
out first,” he said when 
he turned 72.

We are unlikely to 
see his like again soon.

S
tephen Hawking (January 8, 1942 - 14 
March, 2018)  passed away in the early 
hours of March 14th, leaving behind a 
rich intellectual legacy that will domi-
nate theoretical physics for years to 

come. Coincidentally, March 14th is Albert 
Einstein’s birthday and January 8 was the day 
on which Galileo Galilei died in Arcetri, Italy. 
Hawking held the Lucasian chair of Mathemat-
ics at Cambridge, a position once filled by Isaac 
Newton. It is indeed fitting that these names 
are all strung together in the same paragraph 
and mentioned in the same breath. They are 
the giants who transformed theoretical physics 
into the shape that it has taken today.

Hawking’s early work (in collaboration with 
Roger Penrose) was on singularity theorems in 
Einstein’s general theory of relativity. This work 
showed decisively that Einstein’s theory pre-
dicted singularities: regions of space and time 
where our theories no longer hold. Einstein’s 
general relativity seemed to predict its own de-
mise. There was new physics beyond general 
relativity.

Another seminal work of his concerns the 
areas of black holes. Hawking showed that 
the area of a black hole always increases with 
time. This suggested an analogy with entropy 
and the second law of thermodynamics, which 
predicts that disorder of a closed system always 
increases. This analogy was initially not taken 
seriously because it seemed so farfetched and, 
indeed, flawed.

However, Jakob Bekenstein, an Israeli 
physicist, persisted with the analogy, despite 
the obvious flaw that black holes absorb light 
and do not let it escape, whereas black bodies 
in thermal physics emit as well as absorb light. 
Hawking’s striking insight was to realise that 
black holes were indeed thermodynamic ob-
jects which have a temperature and emit radia-
tion- now called Hawking radiation. This bril-
liant insight nailed the analogy and has led to 
deep relations between gravitation, quantum 
mechanics and statistical mechanics which are 
still being explored today. Hawking has made 
many seminal contributions to cosmology, 
black holes and the relationship between ge-
ometry, gravitation and quantum theory, too 

numerous and technical to mention here.
Hawking brought to the subject a style of 

mathematical physics that used subtle meth-
ods from differential geometry and differential 
topology to bear on the physics of black holes 
and cosmology. There is a strong Indian con-
nection here. The idea of a black hole had its 
roots in the work on the stability of white dwarf 
stars by S. Chandrasekhar, an American physi-
cist of Indian origin. Hawking’s analysis of sin-
gularities and the area theorem relied crucially 
on an equation discovered by Amal Raychaud-
huri, an Indian physicist whose name is per-
haps better known abroad than in his native 
land. The classic book by Hawking and Ellis on 
the large scale structure of space time summa-
rises some of these developments in a rigorous 
mathematical way.

Hawking has captured the public imagina-
tion both for the boldness of his ideas and the 
trying circumstances they were developed in. 
His bestselling book “A brief history of time’’, 
and its sequels, have drawn lay public into the 
esoteric realms of space, time and black holes.

Hawking is very much a part of popular cul-
ture. He has appeared on “The big bang theo-
ry”, a popular television serial that pokes gentle 
fun at the arcane mysteries of theoretical phys-
ics and the curiously warped personalities and 
personal lives of the cerebral and self-absorbed 
people behind the science.

Hawking is featured in “The Simpsons”, an-
other popular and satirical television cartoon 
show. He has also been sensitively portrayed 
by Eddie Redmaynein the movie “The Theory 
of Everything”.

What is most remarkable and has captured 
the public imagination is the circumstances in 
which Hawking did his seminal work. At the 
age of 21, he was diagnosed with amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis (ALS), a degenerative disease 
(also referred to as motor neuron disease). 
His doctors gave him two years to live. They 
were off by about fifty - 50 more years in which 
Hawking continued to defy the odds and leave 
his eternal mark on the theories of black holes 
and cosmology. (India Science Wire)

The author is a theoretical physicist at Ra-
man Research Institute, Bangalore, and works 

in the areas of general relativity, quantum 
theory and quantum information theory.

M
ember-countries of the 
World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) South-East 
Asia Region, including 
India, on Wednesday 

committed to intensifying efforts to 
eradicate tuberculosis by 2030.

“The member-countries unani-
mously agreed to actualise and inten-
sify essential actions agreed to in the 
Delhi Call to Action, adopted in March 
last year, to accelerate efforts to end TB 
in the region,” a statement adopted at 
the two-day Delhi End TB Summit that 
concluded here said.

The summit sets the stage for the 
September 2018 United Nations high-
level meeting on TB, wherein the issue 
will be discussed at the Heads of State 
level. The UN meeting is likely to en-
dorse a set of goals to put the world on 
course to ending TB.

The WHO South-East Asia Region, 
which comprises 11 countries includ-
ing North Korea and India, is host to 
one fourth of the global population but 

a disproportionate 46 per cent of the 
global TB burden.

“Progress against TB in this region 
will have a major impact on the global 
progress. Too much is at stake, we can-
not afford to fail,” said Dr Tedros Adh-
anom Ghebreyesus, Director-General, 
World Health Organization.

As per the statement, the member-
countries would collectively reach 
out to 2 million missing TB cases and 
150,000 multidrug-resistance cases by 
2020 and implement a response ad-
equate to end TB. 

On Tuesday, the Health Ministry and 
the WHO signed an agreement for en-
hanced cooperation in the health sec-
tor. 

WHO’s Tedros met Union Health and 
Family Welfare Minister J.P. Nadda and 
complimented the government’s bold 
initiatives to expand universal health 
coverage through Ayushman Bharat.

An apex government body for bio-
medical research, Indian Council of 
Medical Research (ICMR) functioning 

under the Health Ministry was awarded 
the International Kochon Prize 2017 
for contribution to the National Pro-
gramme in Tuberculosis research on 
Tuesday.

ICMR through its TB consortium has 
accelerated efforts for research and de-
velopment of TB in the country. The TB 
consortium is working with public and 
private institutes to guide the country’s 
research towards development of point-
of-care diagnostics, shorter treatment 
regimens, and effective vaccine for tu-
berculosis.

The Kochon Prize, endowed by the 
Kochon Foundation, a non-profit foun-
dation registered in the Republic of Ko-
rea, consists of $65,000 award.

The summit, inaugurated by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday, 
was attended by the Health Ministers 
number of countries, including Sri 
Lanka, Indonesia, Bangladesh, Nigeria, 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Kazakhstan 
and Peru.

Source: IANS

O
wing to increased urbani-
sation, 19 of the 29 largest 
cities in the world depend 
on evaporation from sur-
rounding lands for more 

than one-third of their water supply, 
finds a study.

Urbanisation has taken billions of 
people from the rural countryside to ur-
ban centres, adding pressure to existing 
water resources. Many cities rely on re-
newable freshwater regularly refilled by 
precipitation, rather than groundwater 
or desalinated water. 

The dependence on this water sup-
ply was found to be higher in dry years. 

The study focussed on how moisture 
recycling is linked to a city’s water sup-
ply.

Moisture recycling occurs when wa-
ter evaporates from the land and rises 
up into the atmosphere. This moisture 
then flows along prevailing wind cur-

rents through the atmosphere, falling 
out as precipitation elsewhere, the re-
searchers said.

Cities that are most dependent on 
this type of recycling include Karachi, 
in Pakistan, and three cities in China: 
Shanghai, Wuhan and Chongqing. 

At the opposite end of the scale, the 
research team found the cities with the 
least vulnerable moisture recycling in-
clude Cairo, in Egypt; Paris, in France; 
Sao Paulo, in Brazil; and Chicago, in the 
US.

“A lot of these cities have complex 
and significant management processes 
for water resources and supplies,” said 
Pat Keys, researcher at the Colorado 
State University in the US. 

“Cities and countries have limited 
resources... If I were in one of those 
highly vulnerable cities, I’d want to look 
at this additional dimension of vulner-
ability for the water supply,” Keys added

For the study, published in the jour-
nal PLOS ONE, the researchers evalu-
ated the sources of municipal water for 
29 cities representing more than 450 
million people around the world, and 
found that most of these cities relied on 
surface water.

The team then used a moisture-
tracking model to calculate the precip-
itation-shed -- a watershed of the sky 
that identifies the origin of precipita-
tion falling in a given region -- for these 
sources of surface water.

The results showed that cities and 
countries have limited water resources 
and, importantly, very few of the cities 
will shrink in size and more “megaci-
ties” will be added to the list.

The findings have implications for 
land managers and policymakers who 
oversee urban water security, the re-
searchers said.

Source: IANS
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Shock defeat for BJP in UP, Bihar by-polls

People never saw ‘acche din’, handed 
‘bure din’ to BJP — Akhilesh

Pune tops in improved quality 
governance — Survey

Rajiv Gandhi assassination: SC dismisses plea for 1999 verdict’s recall

Cabinet okays MoUs with Iran on health, medicine, agriculture

Al-Qaeda tried to set up Delhi base through Briton — NIA

News iN Brief
BSP leader’s son shoots himself
Lucknow, March 14 (ianS): The 40-year-old son of a 
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) legislator shot himself at 
his home in Chinhat area here on Wednesday, police 
said.Vikas Verma was the only son of Lalji Verma 
who is a former state minister and legislator from 
Katehri state assembly seat of Ambedkar Nagar in 
Uttar Pradesh.Family members rushed him to the 
trauma centre at the King George’s Medical Univer-
sity (KGMU) here but he could not be saved, a family 
member told IANS.Vikas, who was reportedly suffer-
ing from an abdominal ailment, had made a similar 
attempt a year back by shooting himself at a gym in 
Ambedkar Nagar. He was saved that time by timely 
medical intervention.He worked with the Mandi 
Samiti but had resigned. His wife works as a drug in-
spector with the state government and is posted here.
He had no interest in politics, one of his relatives said.

Maoists kill 2 in Jharkhand
Ranchi, March 14 (ianS): Maoist guerrillas shot 
dead two people in a village in Jharkhand’s Seraikela-
Kharsawa district on Wednesday, police said.Accord-
ing to the police, Maoists dragged Geeta Munda, a 
former Panchayat Samiti member, and Etwa Munda 
from their houses in Mairamjanga village of Seraikela-
Kharsawa district to a jungle where they were shot. 
The Maoists left a pamphlet terming the two as po-
lice informers and also torched their two-wheeler. 
The bodies have been sent for post-mortem, police 
said.Police has termed the incident as an act of des-
peration by the Maoists. Several Maoists have been 
arrested from different parts of the state.Maoist guer-
rillas are active in 18 of the 24 districts of Jharkhand.

Haryana to make drunk driv-
ing causing death non-bailable 
offence
Chandigarh, March 14 (ianS): Getting tough against 
road accidents by inebriated drivers, Haryana is 
considering to make the offence non-bailable in 
case it leads to a death, the assembly was informed 
on Wednesday.Parliamentary Affairs Minister Ram 
Bilas Sharma said the government was considering 
making drunk driving, resulting into the death of the 
victim, a non-bailable offence to keep a check on the 
increasing number of road accidents.He was reply-
ing to a calling attention motion during the ongoing 
budget session of the assembly here.Sharma also told 
the house that last year 14,668 criminal cases were 
registered in the state against people indulging in 
illicit liquor trade.He said 2,247 criminal cases were 
registered against narcotic drug criminals during this 
period.The state established a Special Task Force on 
October 3 last year with a view to detect and investi-
gate criminal activities, including manufacture and 
supply of narcotic substances and drugs, illicit arms 
and counterfeit currency.

trial begins in actress abduc-
tion case, Dileep appears in 
court
Ernakulam (Kerala), March 14 (ianS): Malayalam 
superstar Dileep and nine other accused appeared 
before the Ernakulam District and Sessions Court as 
the trial in the infamous actress abduction case began 
here on Wednesday.The accused stood in the dock as 
counsel for the actress requested the court that they 
would prefer a woman judge and wished to have an 
in-camera trial.Two accused, however, failed to report 
on the opening day of the trial.The court directed that 
all records of the case barring the visuals, which were 
shot when the actress was harassed, be handed over 
to Dileep, who is eighth accused in the charge-sheet.
The case has now been posted for March 28.Dileep 
was arrested after two rounds of questioning on July 
10, 2017, for his alleged role in the conspiracy for the 
abduction of the young actress. Dileep’s former wife 
Manju Warrier is one of the witnesses in the case.After 
remaining in jail for 85 days, Dileep secured bail.The 
actress was allegedly abducted on February 17 last 
year when she was on way to Kochi from Thrissur.
Pulsar Suni, the prime accused, drove her around for 
two hours before she was dropped near the home of 
director-actor Lal, who later called the police.A British 
TV media company also was covering the day’s devel-
opments as they have listed this case as one among 
the various high profile cases they are documenting.

No bail for Congress MLA’s son 
in Bengaluru assault case
Bengaluru, March 14 (ianS): The Karnataka High 
Court on Wednesday rejected the bail petition of 
ruling Congress MLA N.A. Haris’s son Mohammad 
Nalapad, who was in judicial custody for allegedly 
assaulting a youth at a city centre cafe on February 
17.“The bail petition has been dismissed,” said Justice 
S. Harish Kumar in the order.Nalapad, 24, along with 
six other accused in the assault case, was sent to the 
central jail in the city outskirts, after a city court sent 
them to 14-day judicial custody for investigation.A 
sessions court had earlier rejected Nalapad’s bail 
plea on March 2.“The judge felt that the attack on 
the youth was ghastly and hence dismissed the bail 
petition after going through the evidences,” special 
public prosecutor M.S. Shyam Sundar told media 
here.Meanwhile, Nalapad’s counsel C.V. Nagesh told 
media that he would appeal against the single order 
before a division bench of the High Court or the 
Supreme Court.Nalapad and the six accused were 
arrested on February 19 after they surrendered at the 
Cubbon Park police station in the city centre and a 
kilometre away from Farzi Cafe in the upscale UB City 
Mall where the youth (Vidvat) was brutally assaulted 
following an argument.Haris, a two-time lawmaker 
from the Shantinagar assembly segment in the city 
centre, had earlier tendered an apology in the state 
legislative assembly for the violent conduct of his son.  

Psychotropic drugs seized by 
CiD in Bengal
Kolkata, March 14 (ianS): The West Bengal Criminal 
Investigation Department on Wednesday said it had 
seized a large quantity of psychotropic/habit-forming 
drugs, including methamphetamine, from Birbhum 
district.“A CID team raided a house in Ilambazar this 
morning and seized 5,000 tablets of methamphet-
amine, and 66 bottles of a pain-killer drug,” Deputy 
Inspector General (CID) Nishad Parvez said in a re-
lease. Houseowner Lalan could not be arrested.

Lucknow/Patna, March 
14 (ianS): In results that 
can set the tone for the 
2019 general elections, 
the BJP on Wednesday 
received a severe drub-
bing in the Lok Sabha and 
assembly by-elections in 
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar 
losing four of the five seats, 
including the prestigeous 
Gorakhpur and Phulpur 
parliamentary constituen-
cies, after non-BJP parties 
teamed up in alliances 
against the saffron party in 
the two states.

The BJP also lost the 
Araria Lok Sabha constitu-
ency and the Jehanabad 
assembly seat while scor-
ing a consolation win in 
Bhabhua assembly seat in 
Bihar. The results in both 
the states triggered calls 
for a Grand Alliance - a la 
Bihar - all across India to 
take on the BJP in the next 
Lok Sabha polls.

After sweeping the 
Lok Sabha elections in 
2014 and the assembly 
elections last year, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) faced formidable 
rivals in the form of Sama-
jwadi Party (SP) and BSP 
who stitched a last minute 
alliance in the by-polls. 
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) 
supremo Mayawati had 
announced the backing of 
her party for SP candidates 
in both the constituencies 
in return for a SP support 
to her party candidate in 
the Rajya Sabha biennial 
elections. 

The BJP lost Gorakh-
pur seat to the SP by a 
margin of 21,961 votes. 
SP candidate Pravin Ku-
mar Nishad got 4,56,437 
votes over his nearest BJP 
rival Upendra Dutt Shuk-
la who secured 4,34,476 
votes. Congress candidate 
Sureetha Kareem polled 
18,844 votes.

Yogi Adityanath, who 
had represented Gorakh-

Samajwadi party workers celebrate their party success in Phulpur by-election, in Allahabad on Wed. 
March 14.
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pur seat in the Lok Sabha 
for five times, winning 
the last elections in 2014 
with a margin of 3.13 lakh 
votes, resigned from the 
seat after he was became 
the Chief Minister of Uttar 
Pradesh. Before him, his 
mentor Yogi Avaidyanath 
was MP from the seat for 
two terms, in 1991 and 
1993. 

In the Phulpur con-
stituency, which was once 
represented by first Prime 
Minister Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru, SP candidate Na-
gendra Pratap Singh Patel 
defeated BJP candidate 
Kaushalendra Singh by a 
margin of 59,613 votes.

The winner polled 
3,42,796 votes while BJP 
candidate got 2,83,183 
votes. Former mafia don-
turned politician Ateeq 
Ahmed secured 48,087 
votes while the Congress’s 
Manish Mishra polled 
19,334 votes.

The SP has been the 
runner-up on Gorakhpur 
seat many times before, 
while it had won the Ph-
ulpur seat four times since 
1996.

BJP won Phulphur Lok 
Sabha seat for the first 
time in 2014 when (now) 
Deputy CM Keshav Prasad 
Maurya won by a margin 
of over three lakh votes.

In 2014, BJP and its ally 
Apna Dal had won 73 of 80 
Lok Sabha seats and 325 
out of 403 seats in the 2017 
Assembly elections.

In the neighbour-
ing Bihar, the opposition 
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) 
dealty a stunning blow to 
the saffron party and its 
ally JD-U headed by Chief 
Minister Nitsh Kumar 
when it bagged the Araria 
Lok Sabha seat. 

The RJD’s Sarfaraz 
Alam defeated the BJP 
candidate Pradeep Kumar 
Singh by over 60,000 votes 
in Araria. 

In Jehanabad assembly 
constituency, Suday Yadav 
of RJD defeated Janata 
Dal-United candidate Ab-
hiram Sharma by 35,036 
votes while BJP’s Rinki 
Pandey worsted Sambhu 
Patel of the Congress, a 
RJD ally, by 15,000 votes 
in Bhabua assembly con-
stituency. 

It was a direct fight be-
tween the BJP-led National 
Democratic Alliance and 
the Grand Alliance of the 
RJD-Congress in Bihar, a 
year ahead of the next Lok 
Sabha battle. 

With  the  or ig inal 
Grand Alliance having 
come apart as the JD-U 
deserted it and joining 
hands with the BJP, there 
was a lot at stake for ev-
eryone in the by-elections: 
the RJD, JD-U, BJP and 
Congress.

Workers of SP and 
RJD celebrated across Ut-
tar Pradesh and Bihar by 
distributing sweets and 
bursting firecrackers.

At the Bihar Assembly 
premises, RJD legislators 
played Holi, splashing 
each other with colour 
powder. 

Elsewhere, RJD work-
ers beat drums and raised 
slogans hai l ing Lalu 
Prasad, who has been 
jailed for corruption, and 
his son Tejashwi Yadav, 
who asked opposition 
leaders to join hands at 
the national level to take 
on the BJP in the 2019 Lok 

Sabha battle.
The balloting in Je-

hanabad and Bhabua fol-
lowed the death of RJD 
and BJP legislators re-
spectively. The Araria Lok 
Sabha seat became vacant 
after the death last year of 
Mohammad Taslimuddin, 
the RJD MP.

The RJD fielded Sar-
faraz Alam -- son of Tas-
limuddin and a legislator 
of the ruling JD-U. Last 
month, he left the JD-U 
and quit the Assembly to 
join the RJD. 

He is a former legisla-
tor from Jokihat in Araria 
district.

new Delhi, March 14 (ianS): The 
Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Wednesday 
cleared a number of MoUs with Iran 
in the fields of health, medicine and 
agriculture.

The Cabinet retrospectively gave 
its approval to the MoU with Iran 
in the field of health and medicine 
which covers training of doctors, 
regulation of pharmaceuticals, medi-
cal devices etc, medical research, new 
technologies and knowledge based 
initiatives among other things. 

The MoU was signed last month 
during the visit of the Iranian Presi-
dent Hasan Rouhani to India.

The Cabinet also okayed another 
MoU with Iran to enhance bilateral 
cooperation in the field of traditional 
systems of medicine.

“This will be of immense impor-

tance to both countries considering 
their shared cultural heritage. India is 
blessed with well-developed systems 
of traditional medicine including 
medicinal plants, which hold tremen-
dous potential in the global health 
scenario,” said an official statement.

“India and Iran share several 
common features in their language, 
culture and traditions and also share 
a common legacy of using herbal 
medicines. Both countries are home 
to rare medicinal plants which are 
frequently used in traditional systems 
of medicine,” it added. 

Yet another MoU cleared by the 
Cabinet retrospectively on Wednes-
day pertains to agriculture and allied 
sectors. The MoU was also signed last 
month during Rouhani’s visit.

“The MoU provides for coopera-
tion in the areas of agricultural crops, 

agricultural extension, horticulture, 
machinery, post harvest technology, 
plant quarantine measures, credit 
and cooperation,” said a Cabinet 
release. 

It also provides for cooperation in 
soil conservation and water manage-
ment, integrated nutrients manage-
ment, seed technology and agricul-
tural marketing, it added. 

“Livestock improvement, dairy 
development, animal health and 
other fields as mutually agreed upon 
fall within the scope of this MoU. 
Cooperation will also be effected 
through exchange of experts, mate-
rials and information, exchange of 
trainees and scientists on study visits/
training programmes, facilitation of 
relevant conferences and workshops 
and any other means as may be mu-
tually agreed upon,” the release said.

new Delhi, March 14 
(ianS): The Supreme Court 
on Wednesday dismissed 
a plea by A.G. Perarivalan, 
convicted in the conspiracy 
leading to the assassination 
of former Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi, for recall of 
the 1999 judgement up-
holding life imprisonment 
to him.

A bench headed by Jus-
tice Ranjan Gogoi refused 
to recall its order while 
hearing Perarivalan’s plea, 
who supplied two 9-volt 
batteries used in the ex-
plosive device that killed 
Gandhi at Sriperumbudur 
in Tamil Nadu on May 21, 
1991.

“We are satisfied that 

the order of this court 
doesn’t required to be re-
considered. We dismiss the 
plea for recall of the order,” 
said the court.

The top court had up-
held the conviction of Per-
arivalan and six others on 
May 11, 1998, and their 
review plea was dismissed 
on October 8, 1999.

Perarivalan is one of the 
seven convicts undergo-
ing life imprisonment in 
the assassination case.Per-
arivalan had approached 
the apex court after Su-
perintendent of Police V. 
Thiyagarajan, who had re-
corded his (Perarivalan) 
confessional statement un-
der TADA, said in an affida-

vit that the Central Bureau 
of Investigation suppressed 
a part of Perarivalan’s state-
ment that he was not aware 
of the conspiracy and the 
purpose for which the two 
9-volt batteries supplied by 
him would be used.

Perarivalan had been 
convicted on the basis of 
his confessional statement.

The CBI sought dis-
missal of his plea for order 
recall as it sought to re-
open the entire issue, that 
has attained a finality, after 
a gap of 17 years and also 
because it was devoid of 
both merit and law.

The CBI said: “... the in-
vestigation into the role of 
the petitioner (Perarivalan) 

was scrutinised at various 
levels of judiciary, legisla-
tive and executive author-
ity and no fault was noticed 
on the investigation.”

The central agency 
also told the court that the 
response was being filed 
by the Multi Disciplinary 
Monitoring Agency -- look-
ing into the larger conspir-
acy angle -- as the Special 
Investigating Team that 
probed the Rajiv Gandhi 
assassination had ceased to 
exist. The now-vanquished 
Tamil Tigers of Sri Lanka 
were blamed for the Con-
gress leader’s killing by a 
suicide bomber at an elec-
tion rally near Chennai in 
1991.

new Delhi, March 14 
(ianS): The National In-
vestigation Agency on 
Wednesday informed a 
city court that Al-Qaeda 
tried to establish a base in 
Delhi through its opera-
tive Samiun Rahman, who 
was arrested in 2017 by the 
Delhi Police.

The Britain-based 
Rahman had planned 
to fight for the Rohingya 
cause in Myanmar and 
entered India illegally via 
Beenapole border in West 
Bengal from Bangladesh, 
the NIA said in its charge 

sheet filed before a special 
court at the Patiala House 
on Wednesday under the 
Arms Act, Foreigners Act, 
and Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act.

The NIA had filed an 
FIR against Rahman, 29, 
on November 8 last year 
after he was arrested by 
the Special Cell. 

The anti-terror agency 
said that Rahman alias 
Hamdan, a resident of Port 
Pool Lane in London, was 
staying in India on a fake 
identity of Shumon Haq 
alias Raju Bhai. The fake 

ID proof mentions his resi-
dential address as House 
No.88, Mullabadi post of-
fice, Dhantola Thakurganj, 
Kishanganj, Bihar.

“At the time of his 
arrest, a pistol and four 
rounds of ammunition 
were seized from Rahman. 
Incriminating material 
showing his allegiance to 
the Al-Qaeda and regard-
ing his chat with the as-
sociates of the terror or-
ganisation was recovered 
from his laptop and mo-
bile phone,” said the NIA. 

His parents moved to 

Britain from Bangladesh 
in 1960s and settled in 
Central London. Rahman’s 
father was a businessman 
in London. Aged 19, Rah-
man was arrested by traffic 
cops in London twice. He 
was jailed for 18 months.

“In the London prison, 
Rahman got radicalised, 
and in 2012, when he 
came out, he went to Mau-
ritania. Rahman was influ-
enced by salafi teachings. 
Soon he was recruited by 
leaders of Al-Qaeda in Is-
lamic Maghreb.” 

The agency said Rah-

man was later told to go 
to Syria and fight for Al-
Nusra -- an affiliate of Al-
Qaeda in Syria -- fighting 
against the Syrian govern-
ment forces. After joining 
the terror outfit, he got 
three-week training in an 
Al-Qaeda camp in Syria. 

During questioning, 
Rahman allegedly told po-
lice that in Syria, his group 
came to know about the 
“atrocities” on Rohingya 
Muslims in Myanmar. As 
he had stayed in Bangla-
desh for long, he was se-
lected to raise a fighter 

group there. He was in 
contact with his outfit 
members via Facebook, 
WhatsApp, and telegram.

In 2014, Rahman ar-
rived in Bangladesh us-
ing a British passport to 
radicalise youths to join 
Al-Qaeda with the help of 
Yasin, another Al-Qaeda 
cadre.

He visited Silhet, Nab-
iganj, Dhaka and other 
places and radicalised 
dozens of youths in Ban-
gladesh for their entry into 
Myanmar from the Chit-
tagong side, the NIA said.

n e w  D e l h i ,  M a r c h 
14 (ianS): Pune has 
emerged as the top city 
to show improvement 
in quality of governance, 
according to a survey 
released on Wednesday.

T h e  o t h e r  c i t i e s 
that came in the top 
five include Kolkata, 
Thiruvananthapuram, 
Bhubaneswar and Su-
rat while Bengaluru, 
Chandigarh, Dehradun, 
Patna and Chennai con-
stituted the bottom five 
cities, said the survey 
conducted by Janaa-
graha Centre for Citizen-
ship and Democracy.

Janaagraha released 
its 5th edition of its An-
nual Survey of India’s 
City-Systems (ASICS), 
which evaluated the 
quality of governance 
in 23 major cities across 
20 states based on 89 
questions.

“ASICS does  not 
measure quality of in-
frastructure and services 
such as roads and traffic, 
garbage, water, hous-
ing, sanitation and air 
pollution but instead 
measure the prepared-
ness of cities to deliver 
high quality standards, 
municipal finance and 
staffing, political leader-
ship at the city level and 
transparency and citi-
zen participation,” said 

Anil Nair, Deputy Head, 
Advocacy and Reforms 
at Janaagraha.

According to the 
study, Bhubaneswar 
stood out for showing 
steady improvement 
and moving six posi-
tions to fourth this 
year from tenth posi-
tion in 2016 while two 
new cities added this 
year -- Guwahati and 
Vishakhapatnam -- 
showed disappointing 
results.

“Significant delay in 
conduct of council elec-
tions in Vishakhapat-
n a m  a n d  C h e n n a i 
pulled down the scores 
in these cities because 
this also have a cascad-
ing effect on aspects 
such as formation of 
ward committees, gen-
der representation in 
the council etc,” said Ja-
naagraha in a statement.

“The report under-
lines the need for sharp 
focus on city-systems or 
institutional reforms to 
city governance in our 
cities.

This indicates slow 
progress on fixing city-
systems which is worri-
some given the pace at 
which India is urbanis-
ing and the already poor 
state of public service 
delivery in our cities,” it 
added.

Lucknow, March 14 (ianS): Elated over the victories in 
the Gorakhpur and Phulpur Lok Sabha seats, Samajwadi 
Party leader Akhilesh Yadav credited the outcome to 
BJP’s “misgovernance” and also thanked once arch foe 
and BSP leader Mayawati for supporting his candidates.

After Samajwadi Party candidates were declared 
elected from both the constituencies, Akhilesh Yadav 
said this was a fitting reply to the Bharatiya Janata Party 
government in Uttar Pradesh and that the results carried 
a “message and direction”.

“I am thankful to the people of these two places,” he 
told the media.

“Jo sarkaar janta ko dukh deti hai, janta usko sahi 
jawaab deti hai,” he said. “Acche din toh aaye nahi, janta 
ek ho gayi aur BJP ke bure din laane ka kaam kiya.” (A 
government which gives pain to the people gets a fitting 
response from the people. Good days never dawned for 
the people and so bad days have started for the BJP.)

The former Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister extended 
his gratitude to Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) chief May-
awati for her support to his candidates. 

Once bitter rivals, the two parties set aside their dif-
ferences and came together in a determined bid to defeat 
the BJP.  Yadav also raised questions over the functioning 
and integrity of Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) and 
said that the margin of victory would have been “in lakhs, 
not in thousands” had the voting been done through bal-
lot papers.  He took a dig at Adityanath, saying the Chief 
Minister had been “mocking at the Constitution of India” 
through his words and actions.

“Perhaps there has never been a Chief Minister who 
mocked at the Constitution like he has done. On the 
floor of the House, he said that he does not celebrate Eid 
because he was a Hindu.

“In the House, he instructed the police to kill crimi-
nals in ‘encounters’ or even to cut them into pieces if 
needed,” Yadav said.

Celebrations broke out in many parts of the state as 
Samajwadi Party cadres smeared each other with Holi 
colours and raised slogans in favour of the BSP-SP al-
liance. “Bua-Bhatija Zindabad” slogans rent the air at 
some places. BSP and SP flags fluttered together. 

The Samajwadi Party’s Nagendra Singh Patel 
emerged victorious in Phulpur with a margin of 59,613 
votes.  Pravin Nishad beat his BJP rival in Gorakhpur, a 
seat held by the BJP since 1989, by 21,881 votes.
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel takes the oath of office in front of Parliament President Wolfgang 
Schaeuble after Merkel was elected for a fourth term as chancellor in the German parliament Bundestag 
in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, March 14, 2018.

Merkel re-elected 
German Chancellor 
for the fourth term

Duterte to withdraw Philippines from International Criminal Court

S Korean ex-president Lee Myung-bak questioned on graft

B’desh announces one-day mourning for plane crash victims

Sacked Tillerson 
issues Russia warning

Lanka govt. under pressure 
to lift social media ban

Berlin, March 14 (IANS): 
Angela Merkel was offi-
cially re-elected the Ger-
man Chancellor with the 
majority of lawmakers 
in the lower parliament 
backing her candidacy in 
a vote on Wednesday.

The majority vote in 
the Bundestag means the 
Christian Democratic Un-
ion leader embarked on 
her fourth term at the 
helm of German politics 
following months of ne-
gotiations with the Social 
Democratic Party (SPD) 
that culminated in the 

revival of the so-called 
grand coalition. 

In a secret ballot, 364 
of the Bundestag’s 709 
members voted in favour 
of Merkel -- nine more 
than the 50 per cent re-
quired, CNN reported.

The former leader of 
the SPD, Martin Schulz, 
had initially ruled out 
a new grand coalition, 
vowing to take his par-
ty into opposition, but 
was forced to change his 
stance after coalition talks 
between the CDU, Green 
Party and liberal FDP col-

lapsed in November, rais-
ing the possibility of new 
elections.

After weeks of nego-
tiations, a coalition treaty 
was produced and later 
approved by SPD mem-
bers who voted via postal 
ballot.

Merkel will first travel 
to the Berlin residence 
of German President 
Frank-Walter Steinmeier 
to be officially nominated 
before returning to the 
Bundestag to be sworn 
in as Chancellor later in 
the day.

Manila, March 14 (IANS): Philip-
pines President Rodrigo Duterte 
said he plans to withdraw his 
country from the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) after it began 
examining the country’s drugs war.

“It is apparent that the ICC is 
being utilised as a political tool 
against the Philippines,” Duterte 
said. He slammed “baseless, un-
precedented and outrageous at-
tacks on him and his administra-
tion by the UN, the BBC reported.

“I confirm that the President 

has directed the Executive Secre-
tary to give notice that (the Philip-
pines is) withdrawing as a state 
party to the Rome Statute of the 
ICC,” Duterte’s spokesperson Har-
ry Roque said. Roque’s statement 
came a few minutes after Duterte’s 
office issued a draft statement on 
the move. 

“I therefore declare and forth-
with give notice that the Philip-
pines is withdrawing its ratifica-
tion of the Rome Statute effective 
immediately,” Duterte said in the 

draft statement.
The ICC in February began ex-

amining alleged crimes committed 
during the controversial anti-drugs 
crackdown. ICC chief prosecutor 
Fatou Bensouda said the court 
would be looking at reports of ex-
trajudicial killings.

She stressed that the examina-
tions by the ICC -- based in The 
Hague -- were “not an investiga-
tion” but a process of examining 
information “in order to reach a 
fully informed determination on 

whether there is a reasonable basis 
to proceed with an investigation”.

A statement from the Philip-
pines administration said the ICC 
inquiry was “in violation of due 
process”.

There has been growing inter-
national pressure on Duterte about 
his country’s war on drugs, which 
caused the deaths of thousands. 

Police claimed they killed near-
ly 4,000 drugs suspects, while 
rights groups suggest the figure 
could be far higher.

Seoul, March 14 (PTI/AFP): 
Former South Korean president 
Lee Myung-bak was questioned 
over corruption today, the last of 
the country’s living ex-leaders to 
be embroiled in a criminal inquiry.

Allegations of graft involving 
the conservative 76-year-old’s 
relatives and aides during his term 
have mounted in recent weeks as 
prosecutors investigate multiple 
cases of bribery amounting to mil-
lions of dollars.

The probe means that all 
four living former South Korean 
presidents have been convicted, 
charged, or investigated for crimi-
nal offences.

“I stand here with a heavy 
heart,” Lee said as he arrived at the 
prosecutors’ office in Seoul, after a 

car journey from his home in the 
capital covered live on television.

“I’m very sorry for causing con-
cern to the people,” he told report-
ers, adding that South Koreans’ 
livelihoods were “difficult” and the 
security situation on the Korean 
peninsula was “dire”.

Lee, who was president from 
2008 to 2013, has previously de-
nounced the inquiry as “political 
revenge” and said Wednesday he 
hoped it would be the “last time in 
history” that a former South Ko-
rean head of state was summoned 
for questioning by prosecutors.

“As a former president, I have a 
lot to say about this but I will spare 
my words,” he said.

South Korean presidents have 
a tendency to end up in prison - or 

meet untimely ends - after their 
time in power, usually once their 
political rivals have moved into the 
presidential Blue House.

Conservative Park Geun-hye 
was ousted last year over a massive 
corruption scandal that emerged 
in 2016, and the verdict in her 
bribery and abuse of power trial is 
due next month, with prosecutors 
demanding 30 years in jail.

Lee’s own predecessor, the 
liberal Roh Moo-hyun, committed 
suicide by jumping off a cliff after 
being questioned over corruption 
allegations in 2009.

After the South embraced de-
mocracy in the 1990s former dicta-
tor Chun Doo-hwan and his friend 
and successor Roh Tae-woo were 
handed death sentences for their 

involvement in a 1979 military 
coup and for receiving hundreds 
of millions of dollars in bribes from 
businesses.

Their sentences were later 
commuted to life in prison, and 
they were eventually pardoned 
and released after serving about 
two years each.

Yoo Seong-min, head of the 
minor opposition Bareunmirae 
party, blamed the phenomenon 
on “the shortfalls of the winner-
takes-all presidential government 
system” that creates opportunities 
for corruption.

It was a “big tragedy in the 
country’s constitutional history” 
that a former president was in 
custody and another one was be-
ing questioned by prosecutors, he 

Dhaka, March 14 (IANS): Bangladesh will 
observe Thursday as a day of mourning for 
the victims of the US-Bangla Airlines plane 
crash in Nepal, officials said.

The Bangladesh Cabinet at an emer-
gency meeting with Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina in the chair on Wednesday made 
the decision, bdnews24.com reported. 
She cut short her Singapore visit following 

the aviation disaster that killed 51 people 
including 28 Bangladeshis.

As part of marking the mourning day, 
special prayers will be held at mosques, 
temples and churches and pagodas across 
the country. The aircraft with 71 people 
on board crashed and burst into flames 
while landing at Kathmandu’s Tribhuvan 
International Airport on Monday.

Washington, March 14 
(IANS): Sacked US Sec-
retary of State Rex Tiller-
son has warned of Russia’s 
“troubling behaviour and 
actions” in a parting state-
ment after being fired by 
President Donald Trump.

Speaking to reporters 
at the Department of State, 
Tillerson said good work 
had been done to have 
better relations with China, 
and rein in North Korea’s 
nuclear weapons pro-
gramme, the BBC reported.

However, the former 
Secretary of State also add-
ed: “Much work remains to 
respond to the troubling 
behaviour and actions on 
the part of the Russian gov-
ernment.

“Russia must assess 
carefully as to how its ac-
tions are in the best inter-
est of the Russian people 
and of the world more 
broadly. Continuing on 
their current trajectory 
is likely to lead to greater 
isolation on their part, a 
situation which is not in 
anyone’s interest.”

Sounding breathless 
and looking shaken, Till-
erson said he had spoken 
to the President to ensure 
clarity in the days ahead. 
He pointedly failed to 
thank Trump or praise his 
policies.

Although Tillerson will 
not officially leave until 
March 31, his deputy John 

Sullivan would take over 
running the State Depart-
ment pending the confir-
mation of Mike Pompeo.

Trump fired Tillerson 
via Twitter on Tuesday, 
naming CIA Director Pom-
peo as his replacement. He 
also named Gina Haspel 
as the first female director 
of the Central Intelligence 
Agency.

Tillerson, the former 
ExxonMobil chief, had a 
series of public rifts with 
the White House after be-
ing appointed last year.

Speaking to reporters 
outside the White House 
Trump on Tuesday said his 
differences with Tillerson 
came down to personal 
“chemistry”.

“What is most impor-
tant is to ensure an orderly 
and smooth transition dur-
ing a time that the country 
continues to face signifi-
cant policy and national 
security challenges,” Tiller-
son said.

Tillerson is the latest 
in a long list of senior of-
ficials who have either re-
signed or been fired since 
Trump took office. The 
White House and Tillerson 
have had a series of public 
disagreements - and that 
continued until the very 
end, the BBC report added. 

Both sides have offered 
different accounts of when 
the Secretary of State was 
told he was being fired.

Colombo, March 14 (PTI): 
Sri  Lankan President 
Maithripala Sirisena has 
said restrictions imposed 
on social media after the 
communal riots in the is-
land’s central hills will be 
lifted within the next few 
days, as the government 
faced flak for not lifting the 
blockage despite improve-
ment in the situation.

The government im-
posed a state of emergency 
last week and blocked Fa-
cebook, WhatsApp and 
other social media sites 
following anti-Muslim vio-
lence in Kandy and Am-
para districts.

The government re-
stricted the use of social 
media after police claimed 
that they were being used 
to spread hatred against 
the minority community.

Sirisena, addressing 

Sri Lankan community in 
Japan yesterday, said that 
the temporary ban on Fa-
cebook following the riots 
will be lifted within the next 
few days.

He said that even 
though there is room for 
any medium for the ben-
efit of the society, there is a 
need for a certain approach 
to control the destruction 
cause to the society by 
some vicious elements us-
ing these mediums, the 
Colombo Page reported.

The Sri Lankan govern-
ment is facing flak over 
continued shutdown of 
several social media sites 
even though anti-Muslim 
violence in the island’s cen-
tral hills has eased.

Ratnayake said the so-
cial media ban makes a 
negative impact on a wide 
range of industries.
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Miley Cyrus sued for $300m over ‘We Can’t Stop’

Indian film market has same 
potential as China — Aamir Khan

It’s a pleasure to go to work 
everyday — Drew Barrymore

Eddie Murphy to star in ‘Twins’ sequel —  Schwarzenegger
Eddie Murphy has joined the cast of the “Twins” sequel, confirms actor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. Schwarzenegger revealed this during a panel discussion at South by 
Southwest when he confirmed that Murphy, 56, was set for the long awaited sequel 
titled “Triplets”, reports deadline.com. He said the film’s script is finished. He also 
spoke on the physical differences between the three triplets in the movie, saying that 
it is about “Funny thing that happens in the mixing of the sperm”. The original 1988 
film, which was directed and produced by Ivan Reitman, saw Schwarzenegger, 70, and 
Danny DeVito, 73, starring as twins Julius and Vincent Benedict, who were separated at 
birth. Schwarzenegger opened up about the idea of Murphy joining the cast in the past, 
and said that it was something everyone was on board with. (IANS)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

12.30, 5.30 pm: Tomb raider (Eng)

10 am, 3 pm 8 pm: Hate story 4 (Hindi)

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Selena Gomez to  launch  
fashion range

Actress-singer Se-
lena Gomez will design 
clothes for a ready-to-

wear line in collaboration 
with the brand Coach.

Gomez had designed 
a bag with the label last 
year. The 25-year-old has 
joined forces with the 
brand again, reports 
dailymail.co.uk.

On her Instagram 
account, Gomez 
shared a sneak peak 
of a silk and lace item 
with a label that reads ‘Coach 
x Selena’.

She captioned it: “Fam, my second collection 
for Coach is going to include clothes. So grateful I 
got to work on this with Stuart Vevers. Can’t wait to 
show you this fall”.

IANS

Cameron Diaz 
not retiring from 
acting

Actress Cameron 
Diaz is not retiring 
from the world of 

acting.
The news was con-

firmed by a publica-
tion which had taken 
her spokesperson’s 
interview earlier. 

In an interview, 
Diaz’s spokesperson 

Selma Blair had joked 
that Diaz was done with acting. It 

was taken seriously by many as Diaz has not been 
seen in a single movie in the last five years, reports 
metro.co.uk.

Blair made a clarification about her statement 
via a tweet.

The post read: “Breaking news. Guys please, I 
was making a joke in an interview. Cameron Diaz 
is not retiring from anything. And for more break-
ing news -- I am now retiring from being Cameron 
Diaz’s spokesperson.” 

IANS

Dwayne Johnson’s ‘Rampage’ to 
release in India in April

Dwayne Johnsons action adventure “Ram-
page” will hit the screens in India on April 
30.

The Warner Bros Pictures project will release in 
English, Hindi, Tamil and Telugu, read a statement. 

Based on the classic 1980s video game of the 
same title, the film is about a gorilla (Jason Liles), a 
crocodile and a wolf that terrorise a city. Johnson, 
who plays primatologist Davis Okoye, is the only 
one who can stop them. 

Helmed by Brad Peyton, the film also features 
Naomie Harris, Malin Akerman, Jake Lacy, Joe 
Manganiello and Jeffrey Dean Morgan. P.J. Byrne, 
Marley Shelton, Jack 
Quaid, Matt Gerald 
and Jason Liles. 

According to 
deadline.com, “Ram-
page” was set to open 
in the US on April 20, 
but the studio moved 
it up a week to get 
some breathing room 
from “Avengers: 
Infinity War” which 
is going a weekend 
earlier on April 27.

IANS

Sightings

Zayn 
Malik, 

Gigi 
Hadid 

part ways

T
he 25-year-old sing-
er - whose single 
hit the number one 
spot in the UK when 
it was released in 

2013 - has been accused of 
stealing the track by a Jamaican 
musician, who is seeking to 
stop all further performances 
and sales.

According to TMZ, Michael 
May - who performs under the 
name Flourgon - has claimed 
that Miley stole “unique and 
creative lyrical phraseology in 
order to establish an overarch-
ing and pervasive theme ... in 
the realm of self-discovery and 
self-governings”.

He points to his own 1988 

song ‘We Run Things’, and has 
argued that the American pop 
star borrowed from it heavily 
for her own track.

According to Reuters, May 

has accused the singer of 
misappropriating his mate-
rial, pointing to the phrase 
“We run things. Things no run 
we,” while Miley 

sings, “We run things. Things 
don’t run we.”

In the court documents, 
May notes he won “formal cop-
yright protection” in November 
with the US Copyright Office 
for all musical arrangements in 
his song.

The lawsuit also argues: 
“[Cyrus’ song] owes the basis of 
its chart-topping popularity to 
and its highly-lucrative success 
to plaintiff May’s protected, 
unique, creative and original 
content.”

Representatives for both 
Miley and Sony are yet to 
respond to their request for 
comment.

It comes after Miley sug-

gested she changed the cultural 
landscape with her perform-
ance at the MTV Video Music 
Awards (VMAs) in 2013.

The singer/songwriter 
performed a memorably 
provocative dance routine on 
stage with Robin Thicke at 
the annual awards bash, and 
she believes that her steamy 
performance marked a major 
turning point in American 
culture and in her own life. 

She explained: “Not only 
was culture changed, but my 
life and career were changed 
forever. It inspired me to use 
my platform for something 
much bigger.”

Femalefirst.co.uk

B
ollywood superstar Aamir 
Khan, whose films have got 
unprecedented attention in 
China, says the Indian movie 
market also has the same 

potential but it needs the right infrastruc-
ture to garner huge numbers at the box 
office.

Aamir, along with his wife Kiran Rao, 
hosted his annual media interaction on 
his 53rd birthday here on Wednesday.

As his movies “Dangal” and “Secret 
Superstar” have minted more money in 
China than they did in India, Aamir was 
asked about the difference in the poten-
tial between both the markets.

He said: “I think India has as big a po-
tential as China. I just feel that China has 
done major investment in the entertain-
ment industry and its administration is 
also supportive. They have built up a lot 
of screens, and that is why the business 
has gone up.

“I think if we build many more 
theatres here in India, which is such a 
large country with a huge population, we 
will get the same kind of growth in the 
entertainment and film industry. So it is 
just the matter of building the infrastruc-
ture in India.”

On the discussion that actors need 
to consider “fee cutting”, Aamir said: 

“Actually I don’t charge a fee. People don’t 
know that but it has been years since I 
have stopped charging a fee.

“If the film makes less money, I make 
less money, and if the film makes more 
money, I make more money,” said the 
actor, who has been regaling Bollywood 
audiences for over two decades.

Aamir, who is now busy shooting for 
“Thugs of Hindostan”, said his wife Kiran 
Rao is the driving force in his life.

“Kiran is someone who has been 
a major force in my life. I think since 
Kiran came into my life, I feel that some 
changes have happened with me. Earlier, 
I was quite intense and serious, but now I 
feel a sense of joy and energy in me.”

IANS

A
ctress Drew Barrymore says 
she loves to go to work every-
day and express her views on 
the set.

The actress will soon be 
seen in the second season of Netflix 
show “Santa Clarita 
Diet”. She says 
she had fun 
working on it. 

“The sec-
ond season is 
bigger, better 
with higher 
stakes. It is 
a pleasure 
to go to work 
everyday and 
talk about 
things that are 
normal and 
things that 
absolutely 
not normal in 
anyway,” Barry-
more said at an 
event here. 

The actress, 
along with her 
co-star Timo-
thy Olyphant, 
brought their 
star power to 
Bangkok for 
the premiere 
of the sec-
ond season, 
which will 
stream 
from 
March 23. 

Bar-
rymore 
says the 

American horror-comedy will 
make everyone laugh. 

“It makes you laugh. We had so 
much fun making it and we are hon-
oured to bring it here,” said the actress, 
who tried to speak in the regional lan-

guage with Olyphant’s assistance. 
Though on a work trip, the 
actors were enjoying their 

time out in the city.
“Oh my gosh, I 

love this place. It is 
gorgeous, incred-

ible city and people 
have been incredibly 
lovely,” Olyphant 

said. 
To this, Barrymore 

added: “I ate the big-
gest lunch of my life. 

I love Thai food 
so much. There is 

an amazing Thai 
food culture in 
California. I will 
no longer like 
Thai food back 
home.”

“Santa 
Clarita Diet” is 
about a married 
couple -- Shiela 
and Joel -- 
whose quiet 
suburban lives 
are shaken 

when Shiela 
wakes up one 
day with a 
craving for 
human flesh. 
It then goes 

on to show how 
they deal with it, 
and how they are 
finding a cure 
to it. 

“The 
second season 
is better than 
season one. 
I am trying 
to save the 
marriage and 
the world,” 
Olyphant 

added. 
IANS

S
inger Zayn Malik and 
model Gigi Hadid have 
called it quits.

The former One Direc-
tion band member and 

Hadid announced their break up on 
Tuesday. They dated for more than 
two years.

“ZiGi”, as the former cou-
ple’s 66 million Instagram 
followers and 35 million 
Twitter followers affection-
ately call them, asked for 
privacy in their statements 
announcing their split, 
reports cnn.com.

“I’m grateful to all of our 
fans for respecting this difficult 
decision and our privacy at this 
time,” Zayn said.

Hadid implied the split was 
amicable.

Speculation that the two had be-
come a couple began when Hadid 
starred in Zayn’s “Pillowtalk” video 
in early 2016. 

The two did not make their re-
lationship public until they walked 
the red carpet at the 2016 Met Gala.

Months ago, Zayn got a tattoo of 
his now ex-girlfriend’s eyes on his 
chest.

This is not the first high-profile 
break up for them.

Hadid split from singer Joe Jonas 
in 2015, and the same year, Zayn 
parted ways with Little Mix singer 
Perrie Edwards. 

“As for the future, whatever’s 
meant to be will always be,” Hadid 
said in her post. 

Zayn no longer follows Hadid on 
Instagram.

IANS
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Simona Halep of Romania hits a forehand against Qiang Wang of China on March 13, 2018 in Indian Wells, 
California

LeBron James #23 of the Cleveland Cavaliers high fives JR Smith #5 af-
ter scoring against the Phoenix Suns during the second half of the NBA 
game at Talking Stick Resort Arena on March 13 in Phoenix, Arizona
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Mirror Crossword 1761        sud0ku 1601
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1760

ACRoss
1. San Antonio fort
6. Dross
10. Savor or relish
14. Bart Simpson’s father
15. Persephone
16. Against
17. Strike out
18. Commodious boats
19. Grows into a plant
20. Flower
22. Stringed
24. Informed
25. With short, stiff, coarse hair
26. “Energy” level of gasoline
29. Dry
30. Owl sound
31. Co-worker
37. Opera diva _____ Callas
39. Metric unit of area
40. _____ mortis
41. Beef dish
44. Actress/singer _____ Horne
45. Religious sisters
46. Laneways
48. 100 years
52. Hillside along a river
53. Excise
54. Not masculine
58. Precipitation
59. Work of art
61. Front part of a step
62. Being
63. Inventory
64. Makes less sharp
65. Sow
66. French for “Summers”
67. Anneal 

DoWn
1. Attention-getting sound
2. Actress/singer ____ Falana
3. Chieftain
4. Latin for “Consideration” or 

“Pondering”
5. Western state
6. Burn with a hot liquid
7. A title for God
8. Noah’s boat
9. Pertaining to the digestive 

system
10. Foundation or 

understanding
11. Concerning

12. Metal 
13. Child
21. Margarine
23. More broad
25. Concise
26. Units of electrical resistance
27. Outer garment
28. Unit of pressure
29. Hairstyles
32. Backside (slang)
33. 1000 years
34. “A Death in the Family” 

author James ____ (1909-
1955)

35. Award for Broadway shows

36. Historical periods
38. _____ Dei = Paschal Lamb
42. Radiance
43. Ranch
47. Counts (Scottish)
48. Concerns
49. Delete
50. Bothersome sounds
51. Corrected the frequency
52. Defeats
54. Consolidate
55. Island
56. Singer/actress ____ Carter
57. Formerly
60. Hole in the ground

solutions to suD0ku 1600

Soviet-born Oksana Masters suffered birth defects because of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster

Phoenix, March 14 (AP): 
After a couple of tough 
losses in Los Angeles, 
LeBron James and the 
Cleveland Cavaliers went 
to the desert and took 
care of Phoenix. The Suns 
offered little resistance.

In a performance that 
seemed almost effortless 
against an outmatched 
opponent, James earned 
his 69th career triple-
double in a 129-107 vic-
tory that was never close 
after the first few min-
utes.

James, averaging a tri-
ple-double over his last 
15 games, had 28 points, 
13 rebounds and 11 as-
sists. It was his second 
triple-double in 10 days 
and No. 14 this season.

‘’I  was playing all 
three facets and more,’’ 
he said.

‘’I picked up a charge 
a s  we l l ,  a  c o u p l e  o f 
blocks, a couple of steals, 
just being around the 
court and reliable for my 
teammates.

Being able to clean 
glass, get my guys good 
looks where they are 
able to catch and shoot 
or catch it and lay it up, 
makes it a lot easier for 

Rio de Janeiro, March 14 (IANS): Paris-
Saint-Germain (PSG) forward Neymar’s 
father has moved to silence rumours 
that his son will leave the French club 
this summer.

Speculation has mounted that Ney-
mar is unhappy in Paris and there have 
been widespread reports linking him 
with Real Madrid.

“Neymar has a future at PSG. He has 
a present at PSG,” Neymar Sr, who acts as 
his son’s manager, told reporters, Xinhua 
news agency reported.

The older Neymar accompanied PSG 
chairman Nasser Al-Khelaifi and the 
club’s sporting director Antero Henrique 
during a visit of the Brazil international’s 
youth charity center at Praia Grande in 
southeastern Brazil on Tuesday.

Earlier, they met Neymar at his man-
sion in Mangaratiba, near Rio de Janeiro, 
where the 26-year-old is recovering from 

surgery to repair a fractured fifth meta-
tarsal in his right foot.

Al-Khelaifi also refuted suggestions 
that the Ligue 1 leaders would lose their 
biggest star.

“Neymar is happy, highly motivated 
and excited to come back as soon as 
possible,” Al-Khelaifi said. “He is doing 
his best to come back as soon as possible 
-- he is in good shape.”

Neymar is expected to be sidelined 
until at least late May, meaning he is 
unlikely to appear for PSG again this sea-
son. He is also in a race against time to 
be fit for the World Cup in Russia, which 
begins on June 14.

The former Santos prodigy has 
scored 28 goals and provided 16 assists 
across all competitions since arriving in 
the French capital from Barcelona for a 
world record fee of 222 million euros in 
August.  

Pyeongchang, March 14 (PTI/AFP): An 
American skier who suffered birth de-
fects due to the Chernobyl nuclear disas-
ter and spent her early life in orphanages 
said today she was “on cloud nine” after 
winning Winter Paralympic gold.

Oksana Masters was born in 1989 in 
what is now Ukraine, and was then part 
of the Soviet Union, three years after 
a reactor exploded at the Chernobyl 
plant, sparking the world’s worst nuclear 
disaster.

At birth she had six toes on each foot, 
five webbed fingers on each hand and no 
thumbs, and her left leg was six inches 
(15cm) shorter than her right.

Her family gave her up and she lived 
in three different orphanages until the 
age of seven, when she was adopted by 
an American woman and taken to the 
United States.

Due to the severity of her birth de-
fects, doctors decided to amputate 
both her legs, and she also had multiple 
rounds of reconstructive surgery on her 
hands.

But despite her disabilities, Masters 
was determined to get involved in sports. 
As well as skiing, she also competes in 
rowing, biathlon and cycling.

Today she won her first Paralympic 

gold, in the 1.1km cross-country sprint 
skiing at the Pyeongchang Winter Para-
lympics.

“I feel like I’m cloud nine right now, 
I’ve been chasing this gold medal for 
such a long time,” said the 28-year-old.

“This is the most amazing medal of 
my career.” 

Athletes with leg impairments com-
pete in specially adapted sledges in 
Paralympic skiing events.

Masters had already won a silver in 
biathlon and a bronze in long-distance 
cross-country skiing at the Pyeongchang 
Paralympics.

She also won silver and bronze med-
als at the 2014 Sochi Paralympics, and 
a bronze in rowing at the London 2012 
Summer Paralympics.

Masters said she believed the dark 
days of her childhood had helped her 
become a champion athlete.

“I am so happy I have been able 
to channel all the things that I went 
through when I was younger and make 
them into something positive,” she said.

The Chernobyl nuclear disaster hap-
pened when a safety test went wrong, 
causing a huge explosion that sent 
clouds of radioactive materials floating 
over Europe.

Halep and Venus into Indian 
Wells quarters, Wozniacki falls

Chernobyl victim ‘on cloud 
nine’ after Paralympic gold

James’ triple-double leads Cavaliers past lowly Suns

Open football tourney from April 6

Neymar’s future is with PSG, says father

Indian Wells (United 
States), March 14 (AFP): 
World No. 1 Simona Ha-
lep and Venus Williams 
punched their tickets to 
the Indian Wells quarter-
finals, while Caroline Woz-
niacki suffered another 
exit at the hands of Russia’s 
rising star Daria Kasatkina.

Halep breezed through 
her fourth round match 
with a 7-5, 6-1 win over 
China’s Wang Qiang and 
eighth seed Venus Wil-
liams faced a stern test 
from Anastasija Sevastova 
but held on for a 7-6 (8/6), 
6-4 victory.

The 20-year-old Kasat-
kina, who has beaten all 
four reigning Grand Slam 
champions in the past 
year, continued her giant-
killing form with a 6-4, 7-5 
shock victory over world 
No. 2 Wozniacki.

Kasatkina recorded 
her second straight win 
over Wozniacki, having 
also beaten the Australian 
Open champ at the St. Pe-
tersburg tournament last 
month.

“I’m playing my best 
matches against the best 
players,” she said. “But if 
you want to be on the top, 
you have to beat the top 
players. So quite a simple 
rule.”

Kasatkina improved to 
11-6 on the WTA Tour sea-
son as she seeks to better 
her quarter-final appear-
ance here in 2016.

Kasatkina hit one ace, 
won 54 percent of her first 
serves and broke Wozni-

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 4 
(EMN): The first Open 
Football Tournament or-
ganised by the Dimapur 
District Football Referee 
Association (DDFRA) will 
commence from April 
6 till the 17th at the Di-
mapur District Sports 
Complex (DDSC) stadi-
um. This was stated in a 
press note.

The note also stated 
that the registration fee 
for the tournament is INR 
3000. The champions 
and runners-up will walk 
home with a cash prize of 
INR 50000 and INR 25000 
while the semi-finalists 
will receive INR 5000 
each. There will also be 
prizes for the best player, 
custodian and defender.

Forms will be available 
at the DDFRA office room 
no. 7 (DDSC stadium) and 
the last date of submis-
sion of forms is March 31.

For more informa-
tion interested teams, 
c l u b s  a n d  a s s o c i a -
tions can contact the 
f o l l ow i n g  n u m b e r s : 
8413815281 /8974086163 
/8837048122.

acki’s serve six times in 
the one hour, 40 minute 
match.

“She outsmarted me 
today,” Wozniacki said. 
“But, you know, at least I 
tried, and I tried to do what 
I thought I needed to do 
out there today.

“I just couldn’t execute 
as well as I wanted to.”

It was a disappointing 
exit for Wozniacki, who 
finally silenced her critics 
earlier this year with her 
maiden Grand Slam title 
in Melbourne, where she 
defeated Halep in the final. 
Wozniacki had a chance to 
get the No. 1 back but she 

needed to win the Indian 
Wells title to do it.

Kasatkina said she is 
starting to believe in her-
self, especially when she 
faces top 10 players.

“In the beginning it 
was really tough because 
I was really nervous going 
on the big stages against 
big players,” she said.

“But now with experi-
ence and with time I’m 
getting into it.

“I’m getting pretty con-
fident at this level.”

But she added, “I am 
still young so I have to 
work on everything.”

Kasatkina next plays 

10th seed Angelique Ker-
ber, of Germany, who 
roared past seventh seed-
ed Caroline Garcia 6-1, 6-1.

Meanwhile, Halep, 
who is one of two former 
champions left in the 
draw, is now 17-1 on the 
season having already 
won a title in both singles 
and doubles at Shenzhen, 
China. Halep advances to 
the quarter-finals where 
she will face unseeded Pe-
tra Martic of Croatia who 
beat Czech Marketa Von-
drousova 6-3, 7-6 (7/4).

Halep called for a time-
out in the first set so her 
coach Darren Cahill could 

come down to the court to 
discuss strategy.

“It was really impor-
tant, because he just told 
me what I have to do. I 
knew that I had to change 
something, but I didn’t 
realize what it was exactly,” 
she said.

“So it was a good chat. 
I did exactly what he said 
after that.”
Venus moves on
Meanwhile, Venus Wil-
liams survived a difficult 
fourth round test to beat 
Latvia’s Sevastova 7-6 
(8/6), 6-4 just one day after 
beating sister Serena in a 
third round contest. It was 
the first time Venus has 
beaten Serena since 2014 
in Montreal.

She and Serena usually 
meet later in the draw in 
the semis or the champi-
onship match.

“It was not an easy 
match to figure out,” Ve-
nus said of her victory 
Tuesday.

“She has everything 
in her game. And it was 
a quick comeback from 
yesterday, where you have 
the emotions of, ‘Hey, this 
feels like a final. But guess 
what, you’re only in the 
fourth round.’”

Williams, who is the 
oldest female player in the 
draw at 37, rallied in the 
second set against Sevas-
tova to book her spot in the 
quarter-finals.

Venus next faces Carla 
Suarez Navarro of Spain 
who rolled past Danielle 
Collins 6-2, 6-4.

me.’’
J o r d a n  C l a r k s o n 

scored 23 points and 
Kyle Korver had 22 for the 
Cavaliers, who bounced 
back from losses to the 
Clippers and Lakers with 
a dominating victory. Ko-
rver went 5 for 6 from 
3-point range in his first 
start of the season.

‘’I’m always trying to 
find the open spot,’’ Ko-
rver said. ‘’(James) com-
mands a lot of attention. 
We had a couple of sets 
where we tried to get up 
a couple of shots for me. 
A lot of it was just playing 
the game and readying 
the game.’’

T.J. Warren and Josh 
Jackson scored 19 apiece 
and Devin Booker added 
17 for the Suns, losers of 
six straight and 21 of their 
last 23. Phoenix became 
the first team to lose 50 
games this season.

Cleveland led from 
the opening basket. The 
Cavs scored nine straight 
to go up 23-8 on Larry 
Nance Jr.’s dunk, and 
Phoenix never got the 
lead to single digits again.

The Suns shot just 26 
percent, including 1 of 9 
on 3-pointers, and trailed 

38-18 after one quarter.
The Cavs, who made 

17 of 35 3-pointers, led 
by as many as 27 in the 
second half, with James 
delivering the biggest 
highlight on a breakaway, 
one-handed windmill 
dunk after a Phoenix 
turnover in the third 
quarter.

Lebron’s passing
Suns interim coach 

Jay Triano said James’ 
exceptional passing is 
sometimes overlooked. 
James had a couple of 
rocket cross-court passes 
to Korver for 3-pointers 
in the first half.

‘’I think that’s the skill 
that is probably most 
elite of the NBA players 
that he has,’’ Triano said. 
‘’His ability to, not just 
share it, but how he de-
livers it.

He throws the ball so 
hard and it’s always on 
time and on target. We 
saw that years ago when 
Steve Nash played. He 
delivered the ball and 
everybody shot a better 
percentage when they 
played with him.

Everybody who plays 
with LeBron shoots a 
much better percentage.’’



Kagiso Rabada 

Substitute Wissam Ben Yedder's second goal looped over the line to finish off United

12 SportS
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Thursday, March 15, 2018 

CM
YK

Printed and published by Vimenuo Keditsu for Nagaland Free Press Society at Eastern Publication House, Circular Road, Dimapur. Executive Editor: K.Wapong Longkumer. Tel Nos.: 246001, 225507 (Dimapur), 2291977 (Kohima). Fax: (03862) 245558 (Dimapur) 
email: easternmirror@gmail.com | RNI No. NAGENG/2002/07906

For aDVerTisiNG eNQuiries: Dimapur oFFiCe: 03862-225507 Fax: 03862-225525  email: easternadvt@gmail.com  | Kohima oFFiCe: 0370-2291977 / CirCulaTioN: Tel: +91 7085065125

A freestyle wrestling matche in progress on day-1 at the Kohima local ground on Wed. March. 14.
EM Images

India's Rohit Sharma plays a shot against Bangladesh as Mushfiqur Rahim watches during their second 
Twenty20 cricket match in Nidahas triangular series in Colombo, Sri Lanka on Wed. March 14.

AP/PTI

Sevilla beat ManU to enter QF rabada's ban a bonus for 
australia, feels haddin

Rohit, Sundar guide India to final of Nidahas TrophySaina ousted from All England Championship

Nagaland Wrestling Meet kick-starts in Kohima

Manchester, March 14 
(IANS): Sevilla prevailed 
2-1 against highly favoured 
Manchester United to win 
their Champions League 
knockout stage tie and ad-
vance to the quarterfinals.

The two sides battled 
to a scoreless draw two 
weeks ago in the first leg 
in Seville and it was clear 
from the start of Tuesday's 
contest that United coach 
Jose Mourinho would stick 
with the same approach: 

Concede possession and 
wait for chances on the 
counter, Efe news report-
ed.

But the visitors went 
for broke, determined to 
get into the next 
phase after going 
out of the tourna-
ment in the round 
of 16 on their last three 
occasions.

Mourinho's tactics 
looked like paying off in 
the first minute in front 

of a 74,000 crowd at Old 
Trafford, as Romelu Lu-
kaku powered past Sevilla 
d e - fender 

Kjaer and menaced the 
opposing goal.

Joaquin Correa had the 

best chance for Sevilla in 
the first half, redirecting 
Ever Banega's corner, but 
the ball went just over the 
cross-bar.

Sevilla keeper Sergio 
Rico had to make a 
save after Marcus 
Rashford's free 
kick took a threat-

ening turn after deflecting 
off the defensive wall.

Rico had to be sharp 
again at the start of the 
second half to bat away a 

Birmingham, March 14 
(ptI): Star Indian shuttler 
Saina Nehwal today made 
a first-round exit from the 
All England Champion-
ship after a straight-game 
defeat against World No. 1 
and defending champion 
Tai Tzu-Ying, here.

S a i n a ,  w h o  h a d 
reached the finals in the 
2015 edition, couldn't 
match up to the precision 
and athleticism of Tai Tzu, 
going down 14-21 18-21.

It was Saina's eighth 
successive loss to the 
Taiwanese wizard in five 
years.

After failing to keep 
pace with Tai Tzu in 
the opening game, the 
27-year-old Indian blew 
a 16-11 advantage in the 
second game to bow out 
of the USD 1,000,000 
world Super 1000 tourna-
ment.

Saina, who had lost to 
Tai Tzu in the finals of the 
Indonesia Masters early 
this year, showed a lot of 
grit to keep herself in the 
rallies but the Taiwan-
ese was simply phenom-
enal and displayed her 
mastery of strokes in the 
38-minute clash to once 
again outwit the Indian.

Saina took some time 
to get in the groove as 
her first serve sailed over 

port Elizabeth, March 14 
(IANS): Ahead of the third 
Test against South Africa 
starting at Cape Town on 
Tuesday, Australia's as-
sistant coach Brad Had-
din felt that the absence 
of suspended fast bowler 
Kagiso Rabada is a bonus 
for the visitors, especially 
after the four-match se-
ries is locked at one-all.

Rabada was suspend-
ed for the remainder of 
South Africa's Test series 
after brushing shoulders 
with Australia captain 
Steve Smith on day one of 
the second Test here.

While Rabada and 
Cricket South Africa 
(CSA) are still weighing 
up whether to appeal the 
two-Test ban, Haddin 
felt that the 22-year-old 
in form pacer's absence 
would be a blessing for the 
Australians.

"It's disappointing 
for the game that he's 
not playing but from our 
point of view it's a bonus 
because he is a class act," 
Haddin told reporters, as 
reported by cricket.com.
au.

R a b a d a  c l a i m e d 
11/150 in South Africa's 
six-wicket win here and 
Haddin says it's a shame 
not to see the right-armer 
in action.

"He's very impressive. 
For someone so young, 
the smartness he has with 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 14 (EMN): 
The freestyle wrestling 
organised by the Naga-
land Wrestling Associa-
tion during the 26th Na-
galand style wrestling and 
12th Senior and 4th junior 
freestyle meet was held 
at Khuochiezie (Kohima 
local ground) on Wed. 
March 14.

On day-1, freestyle 
wrestling was marked by 
the participation of 62 
wrestlers from Angami 
Wrestling Association 
(ASA), Chakhesang Wres-
tling Association (CWA), 
Zeliang Wrestling Asso-
ciation (ZWA) and Indira 
Gandhi Stadium Sports 
Academy.

In freestyle wrestling 
(senior) for 86kg (men), 
Kevizhakho Suokhrie 
(ASA) emerged as the 
champion and second by 
Rokokhoto Lhousa (ASA). 
For women (senior) for 
65 kg, Rükulü (CWA) was 
the winner and second by 

Pavelü (CWA).
In junior boys (U-17) 

for 63 Kg, Razuvoto Porü 
(CWA) emerged as the 
winner and Medozhavi 
(ASA) in second.  For girls 
U-14 for 49 Kg, Vizoseno 
(ASA) was the winner and 
Ayau Phom (Sports Acad-
emy) in second.

For freestyle, the se-
nior category winner will 
receive INR 10,000 while 
the runner-up will pocket 
INR 7000. In the junior 
category, the winner will 
receive INR 7000 while 
the runner-up will receive 
INR. 5000.

Earlier Keku Zeliang, 
former Nagaland Wres-
tling Association (NWA) 
president graced the inau-
gural session as the main 
guest.

In his speech, Zeliang 
called upon the wrestlers 
to play in true sporting 
spirit and urged them to 
give their best. While en-
couraging the wrestlers, 
he said ‘in order to be-

shot from Jesse Lingard 
as United began showing 
more ambition.

As the match entered 
the final 20 minutes of 
regulation, Sevilla coach 
Vincenzo Montella made 
what turned out to be 
the decisive move of the 
match when he sent in 
Wissam Ben Yedder for 
Muriel.

Ben Yedder etched his 
name in the history of 
"the theatre of dreams" 
the first time he touched 
the ball, taking a pass from 
Sarabia and eluding Bailly 
to put the ball just inside 
David De Gea's post to 
make it 1-0 for Sevilla.

Now in need of at 
least two goals to out-
weigh Sevilla's away tally, 
Mourinho replaced Lin-
gard and Antonio Valencia 
with Antony Martial and 
Juan Mata, respectively, 
and shifted to three at the 
back.

But before the changes 
could make a difference, 
Ben Yedder struck again in 
the 78th minute to make 
United's task even harder.

Though De Gea quick-
ly swept the ball out of the 
net, goal-line technology 
cofirmed Ben Yedder's 
10th goal in Champions 
League play and left the 
hosts looking at a 2-0 defi-
cit.

Lukaku clawed one 
back for United with six 
minutes left to avoid the 
home shutout.

come a professional wres-
tler, one needs skill and 
agility as well as strength’.

He further lauded the 
association for their exem-

plary vision and achieve-
ments in promoting and 
nurturing the young tal-
ented sportsperson in the 
field of Naga wrestling as 

well as freestyle wrestling.
Zeliang also lauded 

the pioneers and found-
ing members of the as-
sociation who took ef-

fort and overcame many 
challenges for promoting 
and preservation of the 
rich traditional Naga style 
wrestling for the genera-
tions to come.

“Our naga tradition-
al wrestling is not only 
a game of competition 
but fosters many good 
values like friendship and 
unity among the different 
groups. The game also 
encourages wrestlers to be 
disciplined, hard-working, 
skilled and committed” 
said Zeilang.

Naga style wrestling today 
Day-two of the 26th NWA 
wrestling meet will feature 
Naga style wrestling where 
54 wrestlers from Angami, 
Chakhesang and Zeliang 
tribes will be vying for the 
ultimate title at the Ko-
hima local ground.

The list of participating 
wrestlers includes NWA 
reigning champ Vechi-
ta Khesoh, who is also 
the 1st runner-up at this 

year’s CWA meet, CWA 
reigning champ Venuzo 
Dawhuo, former Angami 
champion Mhasilhou-
sie Nagi, Surhoneyi Soho 
and Pfusato Tetseo, who 
were both former cham-
pions at the NWA open 
wrestling meet, ASA 2018 
1st runner-up Kezhavizo 
Thevo, ASA 2017 1st run-
ner-up Menuosetuo Yiese 
and former NWA open 
wrestling 1st runner-up 
Nlumrai Zeliang.

Other prominenet 
wrestlers who will be tak-
ing part in this year’s edi-
tion are Visevo Zashumo, 
Rovilhoulie Pier, Seke-
toukho Nipu, Vekutho 
Soho, Vetazo Veswuh and 
reigning ZWA champ 
Penamhung.

ASA reigning champ 
Kezhaseluo-o Pienyü will 
not be taking part in the 
tournament owing to his 
exams. ASA officials in-
formed that Keneikhrielie 
Yhome, a 26 year old from 
Kohima village will be re-

placing him.
Meanwhile, it has been 

informed that Minister for 
Planning & Co-ordina-
tion, Land Revenue, Neiba 
Kronu will be gracing the 
day-two event, in place 
of Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio who lately expressed 
his inability to attend the 
programme.

The champion of Naga 
wrestling in this edition 
will fetch a cash award of 
INR 3,00,000 lakh, while 
the second, third and 
fourth position winners 
will receive a cash award 
of INR 2,00,000 lakh, INR 
1,00,000 and INR 80,000. 
The losing quarterfinalists 
will be given INR 20,000 
each.

The ticket for gal-
lery and chair is priced 
at INR 100 and INR 500 
respectively, while the do-
nor ticket is priced at INR 
2000. The NWA officials 
also informed that the 
tickets of any category will 
be valid for both the days.

the ball in his hand, know-
ing when to go up and 
down gears and looking 
from the sidelines it looks 
like he really understands 
how to set up a batsman," 
Haddin said.

" Fo r  s o m e o n e  s o 
young that's quite im-
pressive.

"I thought the spell in 
the second innings to go 
after (David) Warner and 
the openers, that was a 
pretty placid wicket, and 
from where I was sitting 
that was some pretty hos-
tile bowling.

"He took it on himself 
there to get the big wicket 

of Davey (Warner). Davey 
played well in that first in-
nings (for 60)," he added.

Haddin also joined 
former Proteas skipper 
Graeme Smith and cur-
rent captain Faf du Plessis 
as the latest voice calling 
for the focus to return to 
the battle between bat 
and ball by two evenly-
matched teams.

"I think we're giving it 
too much oxygen, to be 
honest," Haddin said.

"Everyone needs to 
take a step back. Let's start 
playing cricket more on 
skill and less on emotion," 
he added.

Colombo, March 14 
(IANS): Skipper Rohit 
Sharma led from the front 
with a fluent half century 
and teenaged off-spin-
ner Washington Sundar 
scalped three wickets to 
help India beat Bangla-
desh by 17 runs at the R. 
Premadasa Stadium here 
on Wednesday and guide 
the men-in-blue to the fi-
nal of the Nidahas Trophy 
T20 tri-series.

Chasing a healthy 177, 
Bangladesh were off to a 
forgettable start, thanks 
to Sundar's (3/22) exploits 
with the new ball as open-
er Liton Das (7) and one-
down Soumya Sarkar (1) 
perished to the tweaker 
cheaply. 

Stumper Mushfiqur 
Rahim raged a lone battle 
with a 55-ball unbeaten 
72, comprising eight fours 
and a six but that was not 
enough for his team as 
Bangladesh could only 
muster 159/6 in the end.

Sundar came back to 
pack back the other open-
er Tamim Iqbal (27), who 
looked threatening with 
his four boundaries and 
a six off Shardul Thakur's 
first over before losing his 
leg stick to the 18-year-old 
tweaker.

Tottering at 40/3, 

Bangladesh's hopes were 
further dented when leg-
spinner Yuzvendra Cha-
hal (1/21) saw the back 
of skipper Mahmudullah 
(11) caught by Lokesh Ra-
hul.

Despite losing his part-
ners at the other end, Ra-
him, who came in at No.4 
started well, occasionally 
dispatching the odd balls 

to the boundary until Sab-
bir Rahman (27) joined 
him to add 65 runs for the 
fifth wicket. 

But the joy was short-
lived as Thakur came back 
to shatter the defences of 
Rahman, reducing Ban-
gladesh to 126/5 even as 
the Indian bowlers tight-
ened the flow of runs to-
wards the later part of the 

innings.
Pacer Mohammed 

Siraj, who came into the 
playing XI replacing left-
armer Jaydev Unadkat, 
was at the receiving end 
of Rahim's aggression but 
managed to contain the 
Bangladeshis towards the 
end.

Earlier, the Indian 
openers Rohit and Shikhar 

Dhawan (35) clicked at the 
right time with a 70-run 
stand after being put in 
to bat.

Skipper Rohit, who 
was out of form for quite 
a long time, returned to 
form and slammed his 
13th T20 fifty (off 42 balls). 

Aiming to cement his 
place in the T20 side, vet-
eran Suresh Raina (47) 
also contributed hand-
somely to the cause.

The last four overs saw 
some brilliant hammer-
ing from Rohit and Raina 
before the southpaw, who 
was three short of his 50 at 
that point, was caught by 
Sarkar off Rubel Hossain. 
His 30-ball knock com-
prised five boundaries 
and two sixes.

The last ball of the 
innings saw Rohit, who 
played 61 balls, getting 
run out while going for 
a single and thus India 
posted 176 runs in their 
allotted 20 overs.
Brief Scores: India 176/3 
(Rohit Sharma 89, Suresh 
Raina 47; Rubel Hossain 
2/27) beat Bangladesh 
159/6 (Mushfiqur Rahim 
72 not out, Tamim Iqbal 
27, Sabbir Rahman 27; 
Washington Sundar 3/22, 
Yuzvendra Chahal 1/21) 
by 17 runs.

to the back of the court. 
Tai Tzu didn't waste time 
and jumped to a 3-1 lead 
before moving to a 6-2 ad-
vantage when the Indian 
failed to connect a low 
backhand return.

Tai Tzu committed a 
couple of unforced er-
rors but Saina also made 
a judgement error on 
the sidelines and also 
couldn't reach for a re-
turn at the forecourt as the 
Taiwanese lead 9-4.

The Indian, howev-
er, grabbed three con-
secutive points after Tai 
Tzu erred with a cross 
court flick and netted the 
smash. Saina managed 
to level 10-10 with a pre-
cise cross court return 
from the back of the court 
but Tai Tzu went into the 
break with a slender one- 
point lead.

The duo moved to-
gether till 14-14 after the 
breather before Tai Tzu 
showed her repertoire 

of shots even as Saina 
struggled with her control. 
Once she again went wide 
on a return on serve, Tai 
Tzu had six game points 
and she grabbed it with 
another accurate return 
on the Indian's back hand.

In the second game, 
Saina showed better con-
trol as she opened up a 
3-1 lead and soon made 
it 10-7 with Tai suffering a 
mid-game slump with un-
forced errors. Saina then 
unleashed a brutal smash 
to enter the break with 
three point advantage.

With the Taiwanese 
sending the shuttle to the 
net on four occasions on 
the trot, Saina managed 
to lead 16-11. But Tai Tzu 
once again fought back, 
riding on her accurate 
stroke play as she made 
the Indian run across the 
court with her acute an-
gled returns. Saina also 
found the net and sent 
one long as Tai Tzu nar-
rowed the gap to 15-16 
before drawing parity at 
17-17 with another razor-
sharp cross court return 
from the back court.

A brilliant block on the 
move and then a tight net 
play took the Taiwanese 
to 20-18 and she shut the 
door on the Indian after 
Saina went long again.


