
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio casting his ballot for the election of the speaker on March 13.
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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
Such drama for a day's 
salary... I wonder what  
will happen if your side 
income is taken away. 

My religion is  
very simple.  

My religion is kindness. 

~ Dalai Lama
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 27° 13°
Agartala 34° 21°
Gangtok 32° 09°
Guwahati 32° 18°
Imphal 27° 11°

Itanagar 27° 14°
Shillong 21° 10°
Delhi 34° 18°
Kolkata 37° 21°
Chennai 34° 25°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 22° 09°
DIMAPUR 30° 14°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 90%
DIMAPUR NIL 95%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Need stable government to ease in Naga solution — Imchen

NIA issues fresh 
summons to Zeliang

Court disposes NR 
Zeliang’s writ petition

Vikho-o Yhoshü is the new NLA speakerChanges in NPSC were approved 
by previous government – NPF

Aadhaar linking 
deadline extended

ANCSU reminds Rio of pending scholarship

Former NLA speaker Chenlom Phom is no more

First hurdle crossed: Rio wins trust vote

    

EntErtainmEnt SportS

Big B’s body to be ‘fiddled’ 
around by doctors | P10

Vikho-o Yhoshü

Smith demands centuries  
from Australia batsmen |  P11

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 13 (EMN): 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio of 
the Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) on 
Tuesday won a trust vote in 
the Assembly with 33 out of 
59 MLAs voting in his favour 
after he moved a motion of 
confidence in the House. 

Barring the speaker, all 
59 MLAs signed in a register 
to cast their vote for the mo-
tion moved by Rio to prove 
that the People’s Democratic 
Alliance (PDA) government 
headed by him has majority 
in the 13th Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly.

Out of the 33 MLAs who 
voted in favour of the Rio-led 
PDA government, 17 were 
from NDPP, 12 from Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), two from 
National People’s Party (NPP), 
one from Janata Dal (United) 
and one Independent MLA. 
The 26 others who voted 
against the motion were all 
from the Naga People’s Front 
(NPF). 

Rio has officially assumed 
charge of chief minister for 
the fourth time on March 8 
after being administered oath 
of office by Governor PB Ach-
arya at a public swearing-in 
ceremony held in Khouch-

Kohima Bureau
K o h i m a ,  M a r c h  1 3 
(EMN): Three-time elect-
ed representative from 
14 Southern Angami I 
assembly constituency, 
Vikho-o Yhoshü of the 
Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) 
was elected as the speak-
er of the newly consti-
tuted Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly (NLA) on 
March 13.

The NDPP-led Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party 
(PDA) candidate for the 
speaker’s post, Yhoshü, 
was proposed by Min-
ister Neiba Kronu and 
seconded by MLA KT Su-
khalu. He defeated Naga 
People’s  Front (NPF) 
candidate and former 
speaker Dr. Imtiwapang 
Aier by polling 33 votes 
to 26 out of a total 59 
polled. Protem Speaker 
Mmhonlumo Kikon did 
not vote.

After the members 
cast their votes in se-
cret ballot, the protem 
speaker announced the 
number of votes polled 
by each candidate and 
declared Yhoshü elected 
as the speaker of the 13th 
NLA.

66-year-old Yhoshü 
holds a Bachelor’s de-
gree in Technology and 
had been in government 
services from 1975 till 
2007. He joined politics 
in 2008 after retiring 
as OSD to Geology and 
Mining (Nagaland Civil 
Secretariat) and ex-of-
ficio managing director 
of NSMDC Ltd. He has, 
since then, been elected 
from the Southern An-
gami-I constituency in 
Kohima district for three 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 13 (EMN): 
The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) has issued 
fresh summons to former 
chief minister of Nagaland 
TR Zeliang after the latter 
had failed to appear before 
it on March 13 for question-
ing in connection with an 
alleged terror financing case 
being probed by the agency. 

Zeliang confirmed to 
reporters here on Tuesday 

that he has received another 
letter of summon from the 
NIA directing him to appear 
before the agency officer 
leading the investigation on 
March 17 at New Delhi. 

The NIA is investigat-
ing a scam in which funds 
meant for the Nagaland gov-
ernment allegedly went to 
armed Naga groups. The 
agency is looking into the al-
leged ‘terror financing’ since 
2016, according to reports. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 13 (EMN): 
The Kohima bench of Gau-
hati High Court on Tuesday 
disposed a writ petition 
filed by Namduadi Rangkau 
Zeliang against the decision 
of the Election Commission 
of India by which the elec-
tion of NR Zeliang to the 
13th Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly was cancelled in 
favour of Namri Nchang, 
the elected MLA from 6th 
Tening assembly constitu-
ency.

Justice LS Jamir allowed 

the disposal of said petition 
filed by NR Zeliang on with-
drawal. In view of the order 
passed in the writ petition, 
a caveat filed by the Namri 
Nchang was also disposed.

The petitioner NR Ze-
liang was represented by 
senior advocate S Dutta. 
Talking to Eastern Mirror, 
Dutta informed that they 
will be filing an election 
petition in two week’s time 
against the decision of the 
ECI. The respondent Namri 
Nchang was represented by 
senior advocate CT Jamir.

Dimapur, March 13 (EMN): The Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) has clarified that 
the sweeping changes announced in the 
Nagaland Public Service Commission 
by the state government on Monday 
were those approved by the previous 
cabinet in December 2017, and not by 
the present People’s Democratic Alliance 
government. 

A press release from the NPF on 
Tuesday stated it was ‘imperative to 
understand the sequence of how these 
amendments and reforms in the Recruit-
ment Rules of NPSC came about and 
under whose leadership it was passed’. 

After repeated calls for change from 
the group called Public Service Aspirants 
of Nagaland (PSAN), it stated, there was a 
protest at the Secretariat Junction in Ko-
hima after which the then Chief Minister 
TR Zeliang held two rounds of meeting 
with the group. 

“In that meeting the chief minister 
had assured that their demands would 
be met and likewise, in the subsequent 
cabinet meeting that followed in the 
month of December 2017, the demands 
of the PSAN group were approved along 
with the much demanded Lokayukta Bill 
2015,” the NPF statement read. 

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 3 
(EMN): Former speaker 
of the Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly (NLA) M 
Chenlom Phom passed 
away on the evening of 
March 13 at his private 
residence in Purana Ba-
zaar, Dimapur after a pro-
long illness. He was 86. 

Phom first came to 
prominence in state poli-
tics when he was elected 
to the state assembly 
from Longleng constitu-
ency in 1977 as a UDF 
legislator. From 1980 to 
1982, he served as the 

minister of state for Relief 
and Rehabilitation, Edu-
cation and Jails.    

In 1985 he was elect-
ed deputy-speaker and 
two years later, in 1987, 
he was sworn in as the 
speaker of the NLA. In 
the same year, he was 
re-elected as a Congress 
legislator and served as a 
cabinet minister for Geol-
ogy and Mining, and Art 
and Culture. 

His final stint in the 
state cabinet was as a 
minister for Fisher y, 
Printing and Stationary 

from 2003 to 2005 as a JD 
(U) legislator. In 2008 he 
contested on NPF ticket 
but lost. That was his last 
attempt to enter the state 
assembly.

The funeral service of 
the former NLA speaker 
will be held on March 14 
at 10 am at his private 
residence in Purana Ba-
zaar. His mortal remains 
will be buried in his na-
tive village, Yachem, on 
March 16 after a funeral 
service in Longleng town 
on March 15. 
(Condolence messages on page 2)   

New Delhi, March 13 
(IANS):  The Supreme 
Court on Tuesday extend-
ed the deadline for linking 
of various services with 
Aadhaar till it delivers its 
judgment on a batch of 
petitions challenging the 
constitutional validity of 
the biometrical identifica-
tion scheme. Announcing 
the order, a five-judge con-
stitution bench, headed by 
Chief Justice Dipak Misra, 
however said that this ex-
tension will not affect the 
linking of Aadhaar with the 
disbursal of benefits under 
social welfare schemes. 
The order came as senior 
counsel Arvind Datar, ap-
pearing for one of the peti-
tioners, told the court that 
passport issuing authori-
ties have made submission 
of Aadhaar mandatory for 
issuance of passports.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 13 (EMN): 
Considering the possibility 
that solution to the decades-
long Naga political issue may 
arrive soon under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, senior legislator of 
the Naga People’s Front (NPF), 
Imkong L Imchen has under-
scored the need of having a 
stable government in the state 
to facilitate the political devel-
opments.

Imchen was apprehensive 
that there may be hiccups, 
followed by contrasting reac-
tions among the Naga people 

in the event of solution to the 
Naga issue under the present 
atmosphere. 

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Kohima on Tuesday, 
Imchen said that the Naga po-
litical issue which has been put 
on hold during the electioneer-
ing process will resume now. 

He lauded the leadership of 
Modi in ushering a new era of 
hope for the Nagas. However, 
Imchen underlined the need 
to have a stable government 
in the state to facilitate the 
political settlement and its 
implementation thereof.

“I have no reasons to doubt 

the commitment of Modi on 
the long standing Naga politi-
cal issue. I personally feel that 
Modi will succeed in bringing 
about a solution for the Na-
gas, where even leaders like 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira 
Gandhi have failed,” Imchen 
stated.

“NPF feel that a stable gov-
ernment in the state is equally 
a political requirement so as 
to facilitate the forthcoming 
political settlement. A fragile 
coalition government in the 
state cannot be expected to 
withstand any political and so-
cial repercussions in the event 

of bringing about a resolution 
to the long pending Naga po-
litical issue, set aside develop-
ment aspects”.

On behalf of the NPF, he 
assured that the party will 
stand firm in support of the 
ongoing political dialogue. 
“NPF, though in opposition 
bench, we have the strength of 
26 MLAs in a house of 60 leg-
islators. And therefore, we will 
leave no stone unturned in our 
path to contribute our services 
as and when required,” he said.
‘NPF still maintains our alli-
ance with BJP’ 

Imchen also suggested the 

possibility of a new political 
formation sooner or later ‘if it 
is in the larger interest of the 
Naga people’.

While stating that the NPF 
still maintains its alliance with 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), Imchen said his party 
was committed to solving the 
Naga political issue, and that 
the same yardstick will be ap-
plied to its alliance partners 
including the BJP, National 
People’s Party (NPP) and the 
Janata Dal (U).

Though accepting that 
these three political parties 
have walked out of the NPF-

alliance, Imchen maintained 
that none of the three political 
parties have revoked the agree-
ment on Naga solution.

“We had pre-poll alliance 
with the JD (U) and NPP, but 
they have decided to join the 
NDPP-led PDA govt under 
the leadership of Neiphiu Rio. 
Though they left, they haven’t 
revoked the agreement we had 
on Naga political issue. And 
this same yardstick will be ap-
plied to BJP, even though they 
have decided to walk out of 
the DAN govt. in order to have 
electoral seat adjustments with 
the NDPP,” Imchen said.

Dimapur, March 13 (EMN): The All Na-
galand College Students’ Union (ANCSU) 
has reminded Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio 
about the pending post-matric scholar-
ship for students under scheduled tribe 
category in Nagaland for the academic 
session 2016-17. 

In a letter to the chief minister, the 
ANCSU stated that the union ministry 
of Tribal Affairs was yet to sanction the 
fourth instalment of said scholarship 

amounting to INR 7,71,73,310.  
The ‘constant delay’ by the ministry to 

release the money has, according to the 
ANCSU, ‘gravely affected’ 11335 ‘deserving 
students’. It stated that despite assurances 
from the state government, it has failed to 
fulfil the demands of the students’. 

Seeking immediate intervention from 
the chief minister,  it warned that the 
ANCSU will not be responsible for 'any 
untoward situation in future '.

nation

Give me peace, I will  
give you prosperity,  

Mamata tells Darjeeling | P8

iezie Ground in Kohima. He 
had earlier served as chief 
minister from 2003-08, 2008-
13 and from 2013-14, follow-
ing which, he became a mem-
ber of Lok Sabha. He resigned 
as MP February last to contest 
in the 2018 state assembly 
election. Rio won unopposed 
from the 11 Northern Anga-

mi-II Assembly Constituency 
under Kohima district, and 
subsequently staked his claim 
to form the government with 
the support of 34 legislators 
on March 4.

Under his  leadership, 
newly registered NDPP had 
entered into a pre-poll seat 
sharing alliance with the BJP 

and contested in 40 of the 
60-member assembly seats 
while the BJP fought in the 
remaining 20 seats. The NDPP 
won in 18 seats and the BJP 
in 12, while rival NPF won 
26. Although none of the po-
litical parties made the req-
uisite 31 figure for formation 
of government, the NDPP-

BJP garnered support from 
one independent and one JD 
(U) candidate, and two from 
NPP, taking the number to 
34 to form the new alliance 
government. Subsequently, 
Governor PB Acharya had 
appointed Rio as the chief 
minister on March 6, and had 
asked him to prove his major-
ity on the floor of the House 
by March 16.

MLAs take oath 
The first session of the 13th 
NLA commenced on Tues-
day with the members of 
the new House taking oath/
affirmation before the Pro-
tem Speaker Mmhonlumo 
Kikon. Following this, elec-
tion of speaker and floor test 
were conducted.  

After the completion 
of business listed for the 
day, speaker-elect Vikho-
o Yhoshü adjourned the 
House till March 21. The 
budget session will con-
tinue from March 22 till 
26th which would include 
address by governor, presen-
tation of supplementary de-
mand for grants for the year 
2017- 2018,     presentation of 
budget for 2018 – 2019 and 
presentation of CAG report.

consecutive terms. Dur-
ing his previous tenures, 
he had served as adviser 
and chairman, parlia-
mentary secretary and 
adviser to chief minister.

Felicitating the newly 
elected speaker, Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio 
said the members look 
forward to the conduct 
of the August House in a 
most impartial and non-
partisan manner under 
Yhoshü.

Rio descr ibed the 
speaker elect as a refined 
gentleman with a pleas-
ant nature and strong in-
tegrity, who brings with 
him rich experience of 
government and public 
life.

A c k n o w l e d g i n g 
Yhoshü’s experience of 
more than 30 years un-
der both government of 
India and government 
of Nagaland, and along 
with it, more than 10 
years of legislating expe-
rience, Rio said his guid-
ance will be very valu-
able to all the members 
while conducting the 
affairs of the assembly in 

the highest democratic 
tradition.

The chief minister 
urged all the members 
of the House, cutting 
across party lines, to ex-
tend their support and 
cooperation to the newly 
elected speaker. While 
conveying his best wish-
es to the speaker, he as-
sured that the members 
of the House would not 
leave any stone unturned 
to meet the expectations 
of the people of Naga-
land and for smooth 
functioning of the House 
as per the speaker’s di-
rection. 

Leader of NPF legis-
lature party and former 
chief minister TR Ze-
liang, in his congratula-
tory address to the new 
speaker,  said he was 
confident that the lat-
ter would “more than 
live up” to the expecta-
tions of the members of 
the House on both the 
treasury and opposition 
benches in maintain-
ing absolute neutrality, 
impartiality and uphold 
the dignity and decorum 

of the House.
“While it is an estab-

lished fact that in parlia-
mentary democracy, ma-
jority prevails, yet at the 
same time it should be 
strictly ensured that laid-
down rules and proce-
dures are not by-passed 
nor (sic) overlooked. And 
as long as you maintain 
that impartiality in your 
dispensations and are 
just in your decisions, 
you can be rest assured 
of our full cooperation,” 
Zeliang stated.

In his  acceptance 
speech, speaker Yhoshü 
thanked the members 
of the House for elect-
ing him to the dignified 
office and assured them 
that he would be fair, 
unbiased and judicious 
to all regardless of which 
party they belonged to. 
“Party affiliations cannot 
diminish the responsi-
bility and confidence 
the people have reposed 
in each of you to act in 
shaping their destiny,” 
he said.

Admitting that he was 
new to the task and of 
being “little nervous” of 
the great responsibilities 
attached to the digni-
fied office of the speaker, 
Yhoshü maintained that 
the precedents, conven-
tions and rulings left be-
hind by his distinguished 
predecessors who held 
the office of the speaker 
would be his ‘constant 
guide’. He also expressed 
that his faith in dem-
ocratic ideals and the 
spirit of cooperation as-
sured by the members 
of the House would help 
him discharge his duties 
effectively.
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Dimapur, Wokha planning 
boards meet for March agenda 

Wednesdays and Saturdays 
declared as transaction days

Mon’s DC cautions 
against disputes in district

Dimapur pick-up van 
union president election

NSCN (R) UT-1 terminates cadre Political leaders mourn Chenlom’s demise

NBSE to impart financial literacy to secondary level students

Dimapur’s health units to 
undertake monthly hygiene drive

Nagaland Peace Centre fetes CM

NMA mourns demise

Naga Baptist associations’ general assembly concludes

 Sushil Kumar Patel presiding over the DPDB meeting in the DC’s Conference Hall in Dimapur on March 13.

Members of FNBA pose for the lens after the general assembly at Chandel in Manipur.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 3 
(EMN): The monthly Dis-
trict Planning and Devel-
opment Board (DPDB) 
meeting of  Dimapur 
district for the month of 
March was conducted on 
March 13 in the deputy  
commissioner’s confer-
ence hall in Dimapur. A 
DPRO report on Tuesday 
updated

The deputy commis-
sioner of Dimapur, Su-
shil Kumar Patel, who is 
also the vice chairman of 
DPDB, Dimapur thanked 
department heads  and 

district administrative of-
ficers for rendering their 
services efficiently during 
the recently concluded 
elections.

HoDs were reminded 
to keep their offices open 
from 9:30 am to 4:30 pm. 
He also directed them to 
inform him if they are to 
go out of station.  

With regard to the 
agenda for opening secu-
lar college at Livingstone 
Foundation Higher Sec-
ondary School, the house 
decided to forward to the 
government, as the re-

quired documents were 
found ready in all aspects. 
The board also approved 
for forwarding the pro-
posal for registration of 
PHINJEM to the govern-
ment.

In the meeting, a repre-
sentative from Toka Mul-
tipurpose Co-operative 
Society Ltd. Dimapur in-
formed the house of the 
society’s CSR projects of 
setting up mini science 
centres and establishing 
sanitary vending ma-
chines at Dimapur as pi-
lot region. If the concern 

authority provides space 
and electricity, the projects 
can be implemented by 
the society with the oth-
er expenses being borne 
by them, the society in-
formed. 

In response, DC has 
directed DEO to see for 
available class rooms for 
setting up of mini science 
centres. 

Also, Wokha DPDB 
conducted a monthly 
meeting on March 13 at 
deputy commissioner’s 
conference hall in Wokha.

Presiding over the 

Prohibitive order revoked at Tseminyu
In view of the prevailing normal law and order situation, 
and nil report of violence /untoward incidents in Tseminyu 
sub-division the district magistrate of Kohima, Rajesh 
Soundrarajan in an order on March 12, revoked the 
prohibitive order under section 144 CrPC promulgated on 
Feb. 25 with immediate effect.

Renewal of non-local registration  
card in Wokha
To formulate accurate census and to prevent unprecedented 
influx of illegal immigrants in the district, the Lotha Students’ 
Union (LSU) has informed that the union will be issuing 
renewal form of non-local registration card (NLRC) for the 
year 2018 from March 19 to 25th from 10 am to 3 pm at its 
union office. For the stated reason, all non-locals residing 
within Wokha district are directed to collect the card in-
person with valid ILP and two passports positively.

NPF Minority wing convenes meeting 
The president of Naga People’s Front (NPF) of Minority wing 
Bishnu Bhattacharjee has convened a meeting on March 14 
at 11 am at Dimapur division office premises. Office bearers 
and active members of NPF the wing (both central and 
division) are requested to attend the meeting positively. 
Newly inducted members are also requested to submit 
passport size photo and required documents for identity 
card during the meet.

Naga Hospital to organise cancer 
awareness rally 
The Naga Hospital Authority Kohima (NHAK) in association 
with Tata Trust will be organising a cancer awareness rally 
on March 17 in Kohima. Dr. Neikhrielie Khimia-o, managing 
director of NHAK informed that the rally would start from 
NHAK at 7 am towards Phoolbari then to Box- cutting above 
Mezhür Higher Secondary School and then proceed to end 
at NHAK.

JPN to conduct 43rd general meeting
The Jalukie Pumling Nko will be conducting its 43rd general 
meeting on March 24 at 11 am at Old Jalukie Mtei Ki. All 
bonafide members have been requested to attend the 
meeting. The union chairman in a press release asked fontal 
organization—JPMO, JPYO, JSUN, JHQ, boards, committees 
and sub-committees to prepare their annual reports of 
2017-18 to the house and present agendas for 2018-19 for 
approval. Public transportation will be provided at Pumling 
building Jalukie town and Jalukie ‘B’ village Bazaar shed at 
8 am and 9 am.

NEWS IN BRIEF

meeting, the vice chair-
man of the board Manazir 
Jeelani Samoon, who is 
also a deputy commission-
er of the district thanked 
the head of offices, SP, 
sector magistrate, flying 
squad teams and district 
administration and others 
involved in peaceful and 
successful conduct of the 
13th Nagaland State As-
sembly election.

The chairman request-
ed the district transport of-
ficer to urgently convene a 
meeting with members of 
the road safety committee 
to work out the modalities 
for improvement of the 
town’s roads extension 
of town road from Police 
Point to DC’s office junc-
tion.

Deprtment of PWD 
(R&B) presented depart-
ment’s activities. District 
education officer, Wokha 
has been asked to present 
a power point of the de-
partment’s activities in the 
next meeting.

Taking note of the poor 
attendance during meet-
ing, the chairman warned 
of action on any member, 
failing to attend two con-
secutive meetings.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 3 
(EMN): The department 
of Finance has informed 
that the following non-
transaction Wednesdays 
i.e. March 21 and 28th 
Saturdays i.e. March 17 
and 31st has been de-
clared as transaction days 
for Treasuries and banks 
in the state. A DPRO re-
port on Tuesday updated.

All departments have 
been requested to ensure 
that proposals for issue 
of DA / DL are submitted 

to the Finance depart-
ment on or before March 
26 except for those pro-
posals under CSS, NEC, 
NLCPR, negotiated loans 
and others, which may be 
sanctioned and credited 
to the state account only 
towards the end of the 
financial year. 

Departments may 
also ensure that all requi-
site details for issue of DA 
/ DL are furnished along 
with their proposals for 
facilitating Finance De-

partment to examine and 
dispose the proposals 
without delay.

A l l  d e p a r t m e n t s 
should ensure that the 
DA / DL issued by Fi-
nance department are 
presented to and passed 
by the Treasuries on or 
before March 28.  No 
claim for cash payment 
will be entertained in the 
Treasuries after March 
29, except on the strength 
of DA / DL issued by the 
department.

Dimapur, Mach 13 (EMN): Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio has expressed 
shock at the demise of former Min-
ister M Chenlom Phom, at Dimapur  
on March 13.

Rio said Phom was a senior 
statesman and he had the privilege 
of knowing him since he was first 
elected to the 4th Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly in 1977 from the UDF. 
Thereafter, he was re-elected to the 
5th, 6th, 8th, and 10th Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly. During the span of 
his political career, he held various 
positions such as minister of state, 
deputy speaker, speaker and cabinet 
minister and served the people with 
commitment, the CM said. 

In his demise, Rio said the Nagas 
have lost a seasoned leader whose 
absence will be deeply felt by all 
those who were known to him and 
those who worked closely with him. 

The CM along with his wife and 
family conveyed condolences to 
Chenlom’s wife Asenla Chenth, chil-
dren, and near and dear ones. He 
also offered prayer for the bereaved 
family and the departed soul. 
Speaker:  The Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly Speaker Vikho-o Yhoshü 
said the NLA is saddened at the 
sudden demise of Chenlom Phom, 
former member and minister on 

March 13 at Dimapur after a pro-
longed illness. He was stated to be 77 
and survived by his wife, three sons 
and one daughter. 

The speaker said Chenlom Phom 
was the son of late Molung, born on 
Jan. 1 1941. He matriculated from 
Government High School, Chang-
tongya. Prior to his entering into 
active politics, he served as Assistant 
Teacher, Government High School, 
Longleng from 1966-68.  He was 
successfully elected as Member of 
Nagaland Legislative Assembly for 
five consecutive terms since 1977 
till 2008 and served as Minister of 
State for Education, Jail, Relief & 
Rehabilitation from 25 .11.1980-82; 
Deputy Speaker from 12.12.1985 - 
12.03.1987; Speaker from 21.03.1987 
- 06.12.1987; Minister for Geology 
& Mining and Art & Culture, 1987; 
Minister for Fisheries, Printing & 
Stationery in 2003 and Advisor, 
Backward Areas from 10.07.2004 
-2008, the message read.

Yhoshü also said Chenlom was 
a dynamic public leader, who dedi-
cated his life for the welfare of the 
Naga people. 

In his death, the state has lost a 
committed leader which will be felt 
greatly by the Naga people in general 
and the Phom tribe in particular, he 

lamented.
The speaker on his own behalf 

and on behalf of the NLA conveyed 
heartfelt condolences to the wife and 
children and prayed that Almighty 
God grant them solace to withstand 
the loss and also for the departed 
soul to rest in eternal peace. 
Pangnyu: Minister for Health and 
Family Welfare S Pangnyu Phom is 
saddened and shocked at the de-
mise of former minister, M Chenlom 
Phom after prolonged illness at his 
residence in Dimapur.

A prominent statesman, M 
Chenlom Phom was dedicated to 
the service of the Naga people and 
Phom community in particular, 
Pangnyu said.

His immense contribution to the 
Naga society as efficient, sincere and 
charismatic leader will be remem-
bered and cherished, he added. 

In his demise, the minister said 
the Nagas have lost a seasoned lead-
er and his absence will leave a big 
vacuum which would be hard to fill.

Pangnyu Phom along with his 
wife and family conveyed heartfelt 
condolences to Chenlom’s wife Chu-
basenla, children and grand chil-
dren. He prayed that the Almighty 
God to bless the departed soul and 
grant solace to the bereaved family. 

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 3 
(EMN): The election 
commission of the Di-
mapur District Pick up 
Van Owners & Drivers 
Union (DDPODU) has 
announced the 3rd presi-
dential election of the 
union. Filling of nomina-
tion will commence from 
March 14-19 till 3 pm, 
scrutiny of nomination 
on March 20, withdrawal 
on March 21.

 Polling will be con-
ducted on March 28 from 

8 am to 2 pm at its union 
head office, Zeliangrong 
village, Dhobinala in Di-
mapur and counting from 
3 pm onwards followed by 
declaration of result. 

Intending candidates 
are asked to contact the 
election commissioner 
at the union head office 
from 10 am to 3 pm. Only 
union identity card hold-
ers are illegible to vote. 
This was informed by the 
union general secretary, 
Tongpangkumba.

Dimapur, March 13 
(EMN): The Nagaland 
Peace Centre, Kohima 
has congratulated the 
new Chief  Minister 
Neiphiu Rio on his suc-
cess in 13th Nagaland 
Assembly Election.

A press release from 
the centre executive 
director, Pedi Michieo 
and chairman N Theyo 
said that Rio has dem-
onstrated his desire 
to serve the people of 
state through his vision 
of ‘Change is coming.’

The centre said his 
‘charismatic and dy-

namic personality pre-
vails upon the people 
of Nagaland because 
of his equal –close-
ness and principles for 
inclusive honourable 
solution of Naga un-
solved political prob-
lem.’

“ We  a re  l o o k i n g 
forward through your 
able leadership toward 
peaceful settlement 
and holistic develop-
ment in Nagaland,” the 
press release added.  

 The centre further 
wished him and his al-
liance a success.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 3 
(EMN): The Naga Moth-
ers’ Association (NMA) is 
saddened at the demise 
of Mhetshe Nuh, young-
est son of Sara Nuh, vice 
president of the NMA at 
Pune on March 7.

Words are inadequate 
to express our grief and 
we share the pain your 
family is going through at 

the loss of such a humble 
and kind soul.  We fondly 
remember Late Mhetshe 
who was always so warm 
and a gentle human be-
ing, the NMA conveyed.

While conveying sym-
pathies to the bereaved 
family members and 
friends, the NMA offered 
prayer for the bereaved 
colleague and family. 

Dimapur, March 13 (EMN):  The deputy 
commissioner of Mon, K Thavaseelan 
has cautioned village councils that in 
the aftermath of the elections, in case 
any disputes / fight arises causing harm 
to human lives or damage to public / 
private property, the concerned village 
council shall be held squarely responsi-
ble and liable to be fined a minimum of 
INR 50,000 in addition to dissolution of 
village council.

Stating that there have been reports 
of some village councils passing dik-
tats involving expulsion of some GBs / 
residents from the village for voting for 
or against a certain party / candidate, 
DC has warned that if found to be true, 
the village council will face immediate 

disciplinary action including heavy fine 
and dissolution, DC stated.

DC also reminded that according 
to Section 15(1) of the Village Councils 
Acts of 1978, village councils shall be 
auxiliary to the District Administration 
and have powers to deal with main-
tenance of law and order and also to 
enforce orders passed by the competent 
authority on the village as a whole.

Citizens asked to report grievances: 
DC also informed general public of Mon 
district that details any grievance relat-
ed to water, electricity, mobile connec-
tivity, sanitation, and inordinate delay 
in processing of files by any department 
and others may be intimated to DC via 
SMS / WhatApp at 7005766737.

Dimapur, March 13 (EMN): A 
two-day Fellowship of Naga 
Baptist Associations (FNBA) 
general assembly held at Khun-
bi Baptist Church, under Mar-
ing Naga Baptist Association, 
Chandel district of Manipur 
concluded on March 11. The 

assembly was held under the  
theme “Dwelling together in 
unity”.  The general secretary 
FNBA on Tuesday informed 
about the event.

The messages were brought 
by Rev. Dr. Zelhou Keyho, gener-
al secretary of Nagaland Baptist 

Church Council (NBCC) expos-
ing the theme from Psalms 133. 
Rev. Dr. Jolly Rimai, mission 
secretary of CBCNEI shared on 
topic ‘Heal our land’ based on 
2 Chronicles 7:14 while Rev. Dr. 
Atsi Dolie, executive director of 
Angami Baptist Church Asso-

ciation (ABCC)  spoke on “Love 
your brothers and sisters” based 
on 1st John 4: 20-21.

During the assembly, the 
house thanked God for Naga 
people scattered across the 
states and boundaries of the 
Northeast India and beyond. In 

Dimapur, March 13 (EMN): NSE 
Academy, a wholly owned subsidi-
ary of India’s leading stock exchange 
National Stock Exchange of India 
Limited (NSE) and the Nagaland 
Board of School Education (NBSE) 
have joined hands to impart finan-
cial literacy to secondary level stu-
dents throughout Nagaland. A press 
release from the broad on March 12 
infromed. 

From the 2017 session, it was 
informed that NBSE has made NSE 
Academy’s financial literacy course 
compulsory for the students of class 
IX, for all higher secondary schools 
under the board. The course is fur-
ther extended to class X in 2018 
session.

The financial literacy course 
called ‘Concepts of Financial Litera-

cy’ has been designed by NSE Acad-
emy and will help in familiarizing 
students about the basics of finance 
and financial planning.

As part of the initiative, NSE 
Academy conducted a training of the 
teachers, who then teach the course 
to the students of classes 9 and 10 in 
NBSE registered schools. 

For the 2018 academic session, 
one-day training was conducted in 
two batches for class 10 teachers and 
one batch for class 9 teachers, from 
March 7-9.

A total of 204 teachers from differ-
ent schools registered with the NBSE 
have been trained at the board’s 
office in Kohima by NSE Academy 
faculty, Malhaar Majumdar. 

Resource person dwelled on fi-
nancial planning, investments, mod-

ern day banking, borrowing, finan-
cial markets, mutual funds, etc. The 
basics of economics were also taken 
up during the training. It is expected 
that more than 30,000 students will 
enroll for this course in 2018.

Chairman NBSE Asano Sekhose 
said that today’s children need to 
know more about finance if they 
are to plan for their future financial 
goals. They must imbibe the value of 
practical saving aspects and also en-
hance their investment capabilities if 
they are to be successful, she added. 
She believed this could be taken 
care of through such a course like 
financial literacy where their finan-
cial skills can be sharpened. She also 
encouraged the teachers to take this 
task of making children financially 
literate.

Dimapur, March 13 (EMN): The NSCN/ GPRN (Refor-
mation) UT-1  has issued a termination order to one 
of its cadre named Kuhoto Zhimo ‘leacy  UT-1 staff’ 
son of  Vihuto Zhimo of Vihuto village  Aqahuto area , 
from the active national service with immediate effect.

A press release from its MIP on Tuesday stated 
that the cadre was terminated because he was found 
indulging in anti- social activities which is against the 
‘Yehzabo’ of the government.

It also informed general public not to entertain 
him in any way relating to the matter of government.

Dimapur, March 13 (EMN): The chief medical officer of 
Dimapur, Dr. Vikato Kinimi has informed all health units 
under Chief Medical Officer, Dimapur that social work / 
sanitation drive will be conducted every last Saturday of 
the month staring from March in all health units.

CMO informed that the decision to conduct 
monthly sanitation drive has been taken unanimously 
by all the members during the monthly district health 
review meeting held on March 8 at CMO’s office.

The decision was taken to keep all health units 
clean and sanitary, keeping in mind the increase of 
vector borne and water borne diseases during the 
summer season.

This drive also aims to create public awareness on 
keeping a clean surrounding and thereby achieving a 
healthy environment, Dr. Kinimi added.

All health units have been requested to comply 
with the directive.

such a time of coming together, 
the believers realize that ‘we 
must develop a closer working 
relationship among the Naga 
family to encourage and to 
strengthen weaker and strug-
gling members within our own 
family to discover their place and 
role within the bigger family.’

Therefore, the house re-
solved to encourage the Naga 
Baptist Associations across the 
borders to come together for 
spiritual fellowship under the 
banner of FNBA to celebrate 
commonness as a family and 
one identity in Christ.

It also resolved that the FNBA 
as a family of Baptist by de-
nomination ‘will safeguard the 
authority of the Bible, propagate 
the biblical faith and cooper-
ate in our witness to the world 
around us.’
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Resource person along with other officers and participants during the one-day workshop on new accreditation framework in Kohima on March 13.
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Scholar suggests basic education at primary level

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 13 
(EMN): Pro Vice Chancel-
lor of Nagaland University 
(NU), Prof. RC Gupta, has 
attributed to failure in im-
parting basic knowledge 
at the primary and sec-
ondary levels for attain-
ing certain standard and 
quality education despite 
the excellent system of 
education in the country.

Prof. RC Gupta made 
this observation during 
a one-day workshop on 
‘New accreditation frame-
work-quality indicator 
framework.’ To facilitate 
an understanding on the 
new accreditation frame-
work, the workshop was 
organised by the Directo-
rate of Higher Education 
and sponsored Rashtriya 
Uchchtar Shiksha Abhi-
yan (RUSA) held at Capi-
tal Convention Centre on 
March 13.

Speaking at the pro-
gramme as the chief 

guest, Prof. Gupta, while 
emphasising on the im-
portance of primary edu-
cation, said the quality 
of education is compro-
mised when special care 
and attention are not 
given at the lower sec-
tion, adding in the proc-
ess the student becomes 
dependent when he/
she reached the higher 
level. Maintaining that 
the talent in a child can 
be easily recognised by a 
teacher, he said it must be 
groomed into that direc-
tion on how that can be 
utilised in the best possi-
ble manner. 

Also pointing out that 
secondary education 
is a moulding stage, he 
said emphasis should be 
given more on research 
and consultations on the 
choice of the students 
and not be imposed.

Likening universities 
to ‘refineries,’ which pre-
pare a student to face the 

future, he asserted that it 
is important to produce 
‘unadulterated students’ 
at the primary and sec-
ondary level of education. 
To this, he said it should 
the role of the teachers to 
impart quality education 
and produce the result 
they seek to achieve. 

‘We have to see that 
the input we are giving to 
the students must be re-
fined. This has to be done 
in a very serious way,’ 
added Prof. Gupta.

Attributing the ‘unem-
ployable youth’ among 
the thousands of gradu-
ates and post graduates 
due to the lack of getting 
the right kind of educa-
tion in the right place, 
Prof. Gupta maintained 
that the system of educa-
tion need to be reviewed 
with all seriousness and 
make changes with the 
need of the ever growing 
standard of education 
across the world.

To improve the quality 
of education, the profes-
sor said it should be joint 
responsibility of the peo-
ple as well as the teach-
ers and educators of this 
country to take this issue 
seriously. Maintaining 
that ‘top to bottom hierar-
chy will not yield desired 
results,’ he has rather 
suggested ‘collective hier-
archy’ as the need of the 
hour to build a strong and 
vibrant nation through 
quality education of the 
children.

Also noting that 
NAAC has improved 
certain parameter of the 
quality with a visible sign 
of effect in the quality of 
the higher education, 
Prof. Gupta however, 
suggested that there 
should be a monitoring 
body in the higher edu-
cation which can look 
after the quality concern 
to make it more effective. 

In his keynote ad-

NVCO opposes deduction of salary

Home dept. clarifies on CSSWF

Dimapur, March 13 
(EMN): Close on the heel 
of the government’s deci-
sion to voluntarily deduct 
one-day salary of all the 
government employee 
towards Chief Secretary’s 
Welfare Fund (CSWF), 
Nagaland Voluntary Con-
sumers’ Organisation 
(NVCO) has strongly ob-
jected to the move and 
termed as ‘unreasonable.’

“The government of 
Nagaland as a welfare state 
cannot simply take any de-
cision against the welfare 
of its employee as a whole. 
The one-day salary or 
monthly salary is the hard 
earned money of the em-
ployee and this is their ac-
tionable claim where the 
government cannot sim-
ply play with it in the name 
of welfare fund without 
considering any genuine 
cause or reason or relief or 
disaster, etc,’ NVCO press 
and media cell stated in a 
press release.  

While welcoming the 
government’s decision 
in doing away with VIP 
culture such as banning 
of VIP escort, removing 
nameplates, no more 
parliamentary secretaries 
etc., NVCO failed to un-
derstand the decision of 
one-day salary deduction 
for CSWF. 

Even as the one-day 
salary deduction was stat-
ed to be voluntary with a 
condition wherein em-
ployee unwilling to con-
tribute towards the fund 
have been directed to in-
form accordingly in writ-
ing, NVCO has termed it 
as not voluntary but sim-
ply harassment and com-
pulsion as no individual 
employee would find 
convenient to go against 
the master. 

NVCO president, 
Kezhokhoto Savi, has 
questioned the govern-
ment as to what is so 
special about the Chief 
Secretary’s Welfare Fund? 
It also questioned if all 
the employees are willing 
to simply contribute to 
towards the fund without 

~ ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ~

It is a rare privilege for anyone to contest elections from even one Assembly Constituency 
butI had the privilege to represent the Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party(NDPP) in 
two Assembly Constituencies, namely the 24 Angetyongpang Assembly Constituency and 
the 25 Mongoya Assembly Constituency, of Mokokchung district.  

The polls have not favoured me in either of the two constituencies and I sincerely regret 
that the expectations of my party,my supporters, well-wishers and my loved ones could not 
be fulfilled. However, as I look at the election results, I am surprised at the number of votes 
that have been cast in my favour, in both the Constituencies, although this was my first entry 
into active election politics. For this, I thank every individual voter in the two constituencies 
who have exercised their franchise and reposed their trust in me. I will continue to work for 
the people. I respect the verdict of the electorate and congratulate the successful candidates, 
Shri Tongpang Ozüküm and Dr. K. NgangshiAo.

I take this opportunity to also thank the rank and file of the NDPP Mokokchung Region 
and those in the two Assembly Constituencies, my supporters, my family and all well-
wishers for standing by me, from the beginning to the end and who still continue to be with 
me.  So much encouragement and help, through financial, material, physical and spiritual 
support, were given to me – I and my family will never be able to repay or to even adequately 
acknowledge.  I can only, with heart-felt humility say, “THANK YOU”!

A new Government has now been installed with Shri Neiphiu Rio as Chief Minister, 
under the aegis of the People’s Democratic Alliance, comprising of the NDPP, the BJP, the 
JD(U) and an Independent MLA andI am confident that our State is set for a strong and stable 
Government, under this Alliance.  I call upon thepeople of Nagaland to come forward and 
join hands with the PDA, to work for the development of our State and to help put Nagaland 
in the progressive map of the country and bring the change which everyone has been talking 
about.

Thank you, God bless all of you and God bless Nagaland.
Alemtemshi Jamir, IAS (Retd.)

Working President &NDPP Candidate
24 Angetyongpang Assembly Constituency

25 Mongoya Assembly Constituency
DP-343 

~ CONGRATULATION ~

The Millennials Tuophema with immense pride and joy extend our heartiest 
congratulation to Shri Neiphiu Rio of Tuophema village for successfully becoming 
the Chief Minister of 13th Nagaland Legislative Assembly, Government of Nagaland, 

thus becoming the Chief Minister for the fourth time. 
We salute your leadership in heralding new hopes and vision for the Naga society. 

We are glad that through your abled leadership, you have taken the Nagas to greater 
heights. Your successful tenure as three-times Chief Minister from 2003 - 2014 is a proof 
for everyone to see. 

May the Almighty God grant you good health and wisdom as you continue to serve 
the people of Nagaland. We wish you the very best in your future endeavour. 

“CHANGE IS COMING”
Millennials TuophemaK-

16
03

 

~ Acknowledgement ~

I, Mr. Khekiye K. Sema would like to acknowledge and express my 
gratitude to all those who stood by me during the campaign and the 
General Election - the voters, the well wishers and family members. 
Your support, generous contributions and prayers were a source of 
great encouragement to me.

Thank you all.
Khekiye K. Sema

INC Candidate, 5 Ghaspani II A/C
D-5116
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NDPP demands action against erring officers 

Dimapur’s deputy commissioner, Sushil Kumar Patel, inaugurating the 
new Apollo tyre showroom at Khermahal.

EM Images

Dimapur’s DC inaugurates 
Apollo tyres showroom

Easter Mirror Desk
Dimapur, March 13: Dep-
uty commissioner, Di-
mapur, Sushil Kumar Pa-
tel, has inaugurated a tyre 
shop ‘Apollo Zone – go 
the distance showroom’ 
owned by Chindwin En-
terprises on March 13 at 
Khermahal Junction. 

Patel lauded the pro-
prietor of the showroom, 
Yangvi Vashum- a young 
entrepreneur who is said 
to have started small in 
the business. Stating that 
Maruti and Apollo have 
an association of 17-18 
years, the DC has attrib-
uted to dedication and 
hard work shown by the 

proprietor in opening the 
store.

“Nagas are fond of 
cars but the roads are 
bad so it will be good 
for the showroom,” Pa-
tel quipped. Adding that 
“mouth to mouth” adver-
tising is more effective, he 
said, “If I am satisfied with 
the store then I will go and 
tell others to shop here.”  

Describing Vashum 
to be a role model for the 
youth, the DC wished 
Chindwin Enterprises a 
grand success and hoped 
that the youth would be 
encouraged through the 
works of its proprietor 
and team.

dress, Dr. BS Madhukar, 
adviser NAAC Bengaluru 
and resource person, said 
‘quality’ both internal and 
external is a continuous 
process with or without 
NAAC.

Reminding the educa-
tors from across the state 
on the importance aspect 
of quality, Dr. Madhukar 
said institutions should 
have their own internal 
mechanism – a system 
that should be put in 
place to ensure the qual-
ity of education, and ex-
ternal mechanism that 
can support and further 
improve the system.

Echoing Prof. Gupta’s 
theory, Dr. Madhukar 
said it is important that 
institution should build 
a strong and quality sys-
tem of education from 
the ‘base to the top’ and 
not vice versa. He also 
reminded the educators 
that the first step to qual-
ity education is ‘maxim-
ising the use of the avail-
able facilities.’

He pointed out that 
applying for NAAC ac-
creditation cannot en-
sure quality. He has rather 
suggested focussing on 
quality activity so that 
quality education is com-
promised.

The inaugural pro-
gramme was followed 
by presentation on new 
accreditation frame-
work-quality indicator 
framework and practical 
session on uploading of 
IIQA & SSR.

specifying any genuine 
cause or reason.  

Stating that govern-
ment employees are also 
‘consumer’ and entitled 
to all consumer rights 
guarantee under the Con-
sumer Protection Act, 
1986, NVCO has ques-
tioned the government’s 
unreasonable decision 
upon its employees.

Meanwhile, NVCO 
has announced to ob-
serve two-week World 
Consumer Rights Day on 

March 15. Kohima Law 
College would also ob-
serve the World Consum-
er Rights Day on March 
14 in which NVCO presi-
dent, Kezhokhoto Savi, 
would be addressing the 
non-teaching faculty of 
Nagaland University, Ko-
hima campus. The state 
level World Consumer 
Rights Day would be ob-
served on March 15where 
Kezhokhoto Savi would 
be the main speaker in 
the state capital.

In view of certain ru-
mours being floated on 

social media with regard 
to a circular issued by of-
fice of the commissioner 
calling for voluntary con-
tributions to Chief Sec-
retary’s Special Welfare 
Fund (CSSWF), Nagaland 
State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NSDMA), 
Home department, has 
clarified with regard to the 
operation of the fund. 

In a press release, the 
home commissioner, Ab-
hishek Singh, informed 
that CSSWF was created 
in pursuance of the de-
cision taken during the 
AHODs/HODs meeting 
on February 19, 2016. 

It stated that CSSWF 
is overseen and admin-
istered by an executive 
committee consisting 
of the chief secretary as 
chairman, home commis-
sioner as member secre-
tary, and finance commis-
sioner as member.

It added that CSSWF 
is utilised for extending 
relief and for providing 
assistance to individuals 
and organisations/ bod-
ies within and outside the 
state for such causes as 
deemed fit by the execu-
tive committee.

Besides, it stated that 
the day to day function-
ing and operation of the 
CSSWF is monitored by a 
steering committee con-
sisting of the home com-
missioner as chairman, 
secretary of NSDMA & 

RR as member secretary, 
additional secretary SAB 
(Home), joint secretary of 
finance, and OSD of NSD-
MA (Home) as members.

It stated that the wel-
fare fund was set up 
through voluntary con-
tributions by requesting 
all gazetted officers in 
the state government to 
contribute one day’s sal-
ary every year to the fund 
starting from the April 1, 
2017. The contribution 
was purely on voluntary 
basis. It stated that any 
officer, who is not willing 
to make a contribution, 
could write to home com-
missioner through AHoD 
without giving any reason, 
it added.

The statement also 
stated that CSSWF is au-
dited at the end of every fi-
nancial year by an internal 
audit committee which 
is set up by the executive 
committee. An annual re-
port on the operation of 
the CSSWF is presented 
during the AHoDs & HoDs 
meetings for ratification as 
well as decision taken by 
executive committee from 
time to time, it added.

The circular further 
stated that CSSWF was set 
up by government offic-
ers through a resolution 
and contributions to the 
same are voluntary. One 
of the purposes for which 
the welfare fund has been 
utilised was for procure-
ment of CD4 machines for 
AIDS care. 

Dimapur, March 13 
(EMN): With no positive 
response from the District 
Election Officer (DEO) 
and deputy commis-
sioner, Kohima, despite 
the complaint filed by its 
candidate, the NDPP un-
der 8 Western Angami AC 
has demanded appropri-
ate disciplinary action 
against the erring officials 
and culprits involved in il-
legal casted postal ballot.

It may be mentioned 
here that NDPP candidate 
Kevisekho Kruse had filed 
a complaint on March 1 
against the alleged illegal 
casted postal ballots un-
der 8 Western Angami AC.

In a representation to 
the DEO, NDPP president 
of 8 Western Angami AC,

Vitsalhou Kesiezie, 
and the general secretary, 
Ravolhuto Whiso, have 
expressed disappoint-
ment on the slow progress 

made on the issue.
Quoting reliable 

sources from the office of 
the deputy commissioner, 
Kohima, which claimed 
that some suspects have 
been identified, the party 
expressed dismay that no 
arrest has been made nor 
any action taken against 
the culprits even after 
a lapse of 13 days. The 
party has outrightly con-
demned the lackadaisical 
attitude on the part of the 
law enforcing agency.

In a representation, 
the party claimed that a 
total of 29 voters (Annex-
ure-A) were denied to ex-
ercise their right of adult 
franchise on the polling 
day during the recently 
completed state’s assem-
bly elections. It added 
that a separate complaint 
letter on the matter was 
submitted to the DEO on 
February 27.

Basing on the reason 
given by all the presiding 
officers of separate poll-
ing stations, it stated that 
the 29 voters were denied 
to vote on the ground that 
their votes have been ear-
marked as casted through 
postal ballot. 

“We found out that 
none of the 29 denied vot-
ers were on election duty 
list; instead, we could 
identify them as farmers 
and students including 
one deceased,” the rep-
resentation stated adding 
that some of the listed 
voters were also former 
office bearers of a political 

party from different vil-
lages/colonies under the 
constituency who recent-
ly joined the NDPP.

It suspected that the 
entire episode leading to 
the case must have been 
spearheaded by some 
workers of a political 
party in connivance with 
some government offi-
cials attached to the elec-
tion office.

While reiterating its 
demand for appropriate 
action against the erring 
officials and culprit(s) in-
volved, the party unit has 
sought the immediate in-
tervention of the DEO as 

the case was of serious ir-
regularities and foul play 
committed against the 
NDPP candidate of the 
constituency. It further 
added that the denial to 
vote for 29 voters was a 
case of violation against 
the constitutional and 
fundamental rights of 
citizens.

In the failure to book 
the culprits and take 
necessary action against 
them, the unit cautioned 
that it would not be held 
responsible for any un-
toward incidents that 
might erupt relating to 
the incident.
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Manipur insurgents order 
shutdown to protest Modi’s visit

Assam government proposes 
insurance scheme for journalists

Home Secretary to meet 
Assam, Mizoram Chief 

Secretaries on border dispute

Brown sugar 
seized in Imphal

Mizo scribes protest attacks by Assam police

Assam’s exotic items to get GI tag — Minister

Incinerator installed at N.F. 
Railway headquarter complex

NSCN (IM) cadre nabbed in Arunachal 

Manipur families of 
fake encounter victims 

appeal for justice

Move to fight emergency flood in Manipur underway

Tata Trust launches motorcycle rally 
for cancer awareness across northeast

Follow Nalanda’s mission to improve education quality — Tripura CM 

EM ImagesDredging and re-sectioning of rivers in progress in Imphal.

Nidhi Roy inaugurating the incinerators at the N.F.Railway headquarter complex on Mon. 
March 12.

The arrested cadre and recovered arms and ammunition with security forces.

Biplab Kumar Deb

Imphal, March 13 (IANS): 
The Coordinating Com-
mittee (Corcom) formed 
by six proscribed under-
ground organisations 
in Manipur on Tuesday 
called for a 17-hour shut-
down in Manipur to coin-
cide with the state visit of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh.

T h e  Co rc o m  s a i d 
the shutdown will come 
into effect from 1 a.m. of 
March 16. It appealed to 
the people not to partici-
pate in official functions 
and said examinations 
and other essential serv-
ices will be exempt from 
the proposed shutdown. 

On the other hand, 
the Joint Action Com-
mittee protesting against 
the “forcible” inaugura-
tion of Mapithel dam has 
called for a 48-hour gen-
eral strike in Manipur, 
which will end on March 
16 midnight. 

Modi is scheduled to 
arrive in Imphal on March 
16 morning on a one-day 
visit and will lay the foun-
dation stones of a slew 
of projects, including a 
sports university. 

The Prime Minister is 
also slated to address a 
public event at Luwang-
shangpham ground in 
Heingang constituency 
of Chief Minister N. Biren 

Singh on March 16. 
He will also inaugurate 

the 10th Science Congress 
on the Manipur Univer-
sity campus. 

The Chief Minister, 
who also holds the home 
portfolio, has ordered 
state and central forces 
to beef up security in and 
around Imphal to main-
tain law and order. 

Police has been carry-
ing out searches in trou-
ble-prone areas ahead of 
the VVIP visit. 

Official sources said 
additional security forces 
from other districts had 
been deployed in the ar-
eas which Modi and Singh 
will visit.

Guwahati , March 13 
(PTI): Assam Government 
has proposed an insur-
ance scheme for journal-
ists and their families in 
the budget for 2018-19.

Presenting the budget 
in the assembly yesterday, 
Assam Finance Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma 
said, “I have earmarked a 
budgetary allocation of Rs 
63 crore in 2018-19 for the 
(Information and Public 
Relations) Department 
(that would implement 
schemes for journalists).

The New Journalist 
Insurance Scheme would 
ensure security and pro-
tection of the journalists 
and their families, he said.

The minister said he 
has made necessary pro-
vision for media fellow-
ship for pursuing higher 
studies in journalism so 
that 20 media persons 
can be selected for it at 

the rate of Rs 50,000 each.
“As a token of appre-

ciation of the work being 
done by the Media Trust, 
I propose to give a one-
time grant of Rs 10 lakh 
to the Trust,” he had said.

The government has 
also extended one time 
ex-gratia of Rs 5 lakh each 
to the next of kin of 31 
journalists of the state 
who have lost their lives 
or have been declared 
missing while on duty, 
Sarma said.

“Further, as promised 
in my speech last year, 
the Pension Scheme for 
Journalists has been in-
troduced to provide re-
tirement benefits to jour-
nalists working for more 
than 20 years in Assam. 
We have already distrib-
uted individual pensions 
of Rs 8000 per month to 
many respected journal-
ists,” he said.

New Delhi, March 13 
(IANS): Union Home Sec-
retary Rajiv Gauba has 
called Chief Secretaries of 
Assam and Mizoram for a 
meeting here next week 
to resolve the ongoing 
border dispute between 
the two states.

The meeting will be 
held on March 20, follow-
ing a letter written by Mi-
zoram Chief Minister Pu 
Lal Thanhawla to Union 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh on Monday seeking 
his intervention in the 
dispute.

The dispute started 
on February 27-28 when 
Mizo Zirlai Pawl (MZP), 
a Mizo international stu-
dent body, was construct-
ing a rest house at the 
disputed site at Bairabi, a 
reserved forest area, be-
tween Assam’s Hailakandi 

in Assam and Mizoram’s 
Kolasib district. 

The clashes then oc-
curred on March 8 and 
10 when a journalist was 
beaten up and a Mizo 
student injured in firing 
on a group by the Assam 
Police at Zopui, accord-
ing to Mizoram. Assam 
Police however denied 
the charge and claimed 
that the protesters were 
only pushed back when 
they tried to intrude into 
their state. 

Assam government 
claims the area as its own, 
said Joint Secretary, North 
East, Satyendra Garg. 

Assam and Mizoram 
have a long-standing 
boundary dispute, and 
there had been tension 
in the Hailakandi-Kolasib 
region several times in the 
past too.

Dimapur, March 13 (EMN): Troops 
of 12 Assam Rifles of 26 Sector As-
sam Rifles apprehended one drug 
peddler carrying 356 gms of Heroin 
and 215 gms of Brown Sugar at 
Mobile Vehicle Check Post, Sita 
Junction under Tengnoupal police 
station along the Imphal-Moreh 
sector of the National Highway 2, 
according to a press release.

On March 11, at around 1550 
hours, based on specific input re-
ceived from reliable source regard-
ing the smuggling of contraband 
drugs, a joint team of 12 Assam 
Rifles and Tengnoupal District 
Police stopped a silver coloured 
Maruti Van (MN06 L 7859) travel-
ling from Moreh to Imphal for 
checking at Mobile Vehicle Check 
Post, Sita Junction, Tengnoupal, 
says PRO Assam Rifles (South) in a 
press release on Monday.

After frisking of the passengers 
and thorough checking of their 
baggage, 356 gms of Brown Sugar 
and 215 gms of Heroin were found 
hidden inside a rice cooker of one 
of the passengers, Mayengbam 
Ongbi Ningthoujam Ningol Tom-
bimacha Devi (66) wife of late M 
Madhumangol Singh, of Nungoo 
Wangpokpi, Pangantabi under 
Kakching police station in Ma-
nipur’s Thoubal district. She was 
apprehended for smuggling of 
the contraband drugs. Recovered 
drugs along with the accused were 
handed over to Tengnoupal Police 
Station, the release added.

Aizawl, March 13 (PTI): Scribes in 
Mizoram organised sit-ins in the 
capital town of Aizawl and seven dis-
trict headquarters to protest against 
alleged attacks by Assam police on 
their colleagues, including two lady 
journalists while they were on duty.

The protests against the alleged 
Assam police attack at Kolasib on the 
inter-state border was held by the Mi-
zoram Journalists Association (MJA).

MJA president Vanlalrema Van-
tawl said, “The journalists were not 
only attacked with batons by the 
Assam Policemen, but also fired at 
them.” 

Seven scribes, two of them wom-

en, were injured in the incidents, he 
claimed and accused the Assam Po-
lice of attacking the Mizo journalists 
despite being shown the press cards 
and told about their identities.

The action by Assam police took 
place on Thursday and Saturday last 
week when the scribes were covering 
the erection of a guest house by Mizo 
Zirlai Pawl (MZP), the student apex 
body of the state, in Kolasib district 
on a piece of land gifted to them by 
the widow of the first chief minister 
Ch Chhunga, Vantawl said.

The two injured women journal-
ists are of a private national TV news 
channel and the AIR, he claimed.

Guwahati, March 13 (IANS): The 
BJP-led Assam government pro-
poses to add Geographical Indica-
tor (GI) tag to the traditional items 
of Assam, which are all indigenous 
to Assam but are marketed in the 
national and global markets, said a 
state Minister on Monday.

Presenting the budget for fi-
nancial year 2018-19 in the As-
sam Assembly, Finance Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma said: “The 
nation mostly associates the image 
of Assam with tea and rhinoceros. 
However, there are many indigenous 
items that have originated in Assam 
but seldom got their due recogni-
tion.”

“Items like traditional jewel-
lery of Assam ..., bell metal craft of 
Sarthebari, Brass metal craft of Hajo, 

Eri silk, local liquor (Laopani), ‘Kom-
al Chaul’ (soft rice), ‘Joha Chaul’ 
(aromatic rice), ‘Bora Chaul’ (Sticky 
rice), ‘Kopou Ful’ (a local orchid), 
and ‘Fulam Japi’ (decorated Japi) are 
all indigenous to Assam but are yet 
to fully realise their potential in the 
national and international market,” 
Sarma said.

GI status for all these items will 
enhance the demands of these ex-
otic items at both national and at 
international level.

“Increase in export of these items 
will also boost the economy and 
increase tourism, directly enhanc-
ing the livelihood of the people like 
farmers and artisans involved in 
production of these arts and crafts,” 
he said, adding that the government 
will try to get GI tag to all these items.

Dimapur, March 13 (EMN): Nidhi 
Roy, president of the Northeast 
Frontier Railway Women’s Welfare 
Organisation (NFRWWO) inaugu-
rated 11 numbers of newly fitted 
napkin destroyer machines in 
the N.F. Railway HQ complex on 
Mon. March 12. All the incinera-
tors were fitted inside the ladies 
toilets of N.F. Railway HQ. These 

incinerators were fitted in con-
nection with observance of the 
International Women’s Day. Nidhi 
Roy, while inaugurating the newly 
fitted napkin destroyer machines 
emphasised the need of having 
more incinerators for promot-
ing hygienic environment and 
general betterment of the women 
railway employees.

Dimapur, March 13 (EMN): The 
Khonsa Battalion of under DAO 
Division while carrying out an 
operation in Nginu village of 
Longding district in south Aru-
nachal Pradesh on March 12 ap-
prehended a self styled Corporal 
Wangphe Wangsa of the NSCN 
(IM) group who was terrorising 

people to extort money from 
Nginu village. The cadre was 
nabbed with a 9mm pistol and 
ammunitions. The individual was 
an active member of the NSCN 
(IM) group and was involved in 
numerous crimes like sending 
demand letters, kidnapping and 
extortion activities in the area.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, March 13 (EMN): Extrajudi-
cial Execution Victim Families’ Asso-
ciation Manipur (EEVFAM) and Hu-
man Rights Alert (HRA) have appealed 
to all the witness of the 13 FIR filed by 
the CBI in connection to 13 incidents 
wherein 25 persons were killed in Ma-
nipur from 2008 to 2012.

The appealed was made by Execu-
tive Director Babloo Loitongbam of 
HRA and Secretary Edina Yaikhom of 
EEVFAM during a press conference in 
Imphal on Tuesday.

The 13 incidents include Feb. 
17, 2008 incident at Hatta in Imphal 
East district, Sept. 9, 2009 incident at 
Awangkhunou, Imphal West district, 
Oct. 31, 2009 incident at Andro Sana-
pat in Imphal East district, March 18, 
2010 incident at Kongba Irong in Im-
phal East, Sept.1, 2010 incident at Vale 
Academy near Airport in Imphal West 
district, May 8, 2011 incident at Imphal 
East police commandos, June 28, 2011 
incident at Naoremthong in Imphal 
West district, Dec. 20, 2011 incident at 
Naran Konjil Imphal West district, Jan. 
14, 2012 incident also at Naran Konjil 
Imphal West district, Jan. 18, 2012 in-
cident at Urang Chiru Imphal East dis-
trict, Jan. 20, 2012 incident at Kiyamgei 
Shantipur in Imphal East district, Feb. 
6, 2012 incident at Phayeng, Imphal 
West district and Feb. 21, 2012 incident 
at Keibi in Imphal East district.

On Monday, the Supreme Court 
of India asked the Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) of CBI to expedite 
the investigation (into 13 cases of the 
National Human Rights Commis-
sion) and posted the next hearing on 
April 16.

Senior advocate Colin Gonsalves, 
representing the petitioners pointed 
out that the names of the security per-
sonnel involved in the ‘fake encounters’ 
which are already identified, are not 
mentioned in the FIRs filed by the CBI. 
However the court assured that they 
will not allow the investigation to give 
them any clean chit and will first see 
the outcome of the investigation, says 
HRA and EEVFAM in a press release.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, March 13 (EMN): 
In a move to take up 
emergency flood fighting 
works in phase manner 
focusing in flood manage-
ment, the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) led coalition 
government in Manipur 
has taken up dredging 
of rivers in the state to 
increase the discharge 
carrying capacity of rivers.

The dredging and re-
sectioning of the rivers 
are underway on a war 
footing along Imphal riv-
ers by dismantling the 
unauthorised structures 
constructed on the river 
course in the last few days.

Informing this to me-
dia the Chief Engineer 
Ksh Pritam of the Water 
Resources Department 
said this initiative will 
continue under the su-
pervision of the new gov-
ernment in the state.

Considering the recent 
flood crisis in the state, a 
high powered committee 
with Deputy Chairman 
of the Niti Ayog has been 
constituted for proper 
management of the wa-
ter in the state, the chief 
engineer said. A techni-
cal expert committee has 
also been formed at the 
central level to conduct 
a study for the NE region 

as long term measure to 
combat flood.

The step has been tak-
en up in view of the fre-
quent flood and landslide 
in the state in the previ-
ous years due to various 
factors. River banks were 
also breached across 36 
points during last year’s 
monsoon.

Interestingly the state 
authority is planning to 
re-develop a water body 
covering an area of 442 
acres (against the previ-
ous plan of 243 acres) at 
Lamphelpat, an impor-
tant wetland on the north 
western part of greater 
Imphal area, he added. 

Guwahati, March 13 (IANS): With 
the northeastern states of India 
recording a high cancer preva-
lence rate, Tata Trust and the Cachar 
Cancer Hospital, in collaboration 
with several other organisations, 
have embarked on a motorcycle 
rally across the seven states to make 
people aware about the disease and 
sensitise the patients.

The rally titled, ‘Run and Ride’ 
was flagged off from here on Tues-
day and will go to Tezpur, Itanagar, 
Dibrugarh, Kohima, Imphal, Aizawl 
and Agartala before concluding 
at Silchar in Assam on March 21, 
covering a total distance of over 
2,100 km.

“The rally aims to spread aware-
ness on cancer and the importance 

of early detection,” said Dr. Ravi Kan-
nan, Director, Cachar Cancer Hospi-
tal and Research Centre, adding that 
if tobacco was not there, “50 per cent 
of all cancers and 90 per cent of oral 
cancers can be prevented”.

“The riders will interact with 
people and organisations on the way 
in small towns, villages and big cities 
all across northeast India, spreading 
awareness about cancer, risk factors, 
sign and symptoms, its preventive 
measures, research aspects and 
treatment modalities,” he said.

He also said that the northeast-
ern region, with a population of 
approximately five crore, sees about 
45,000 new cancer cases every year.

“Across India, Aizawl district 
in Mizoram reported the highest 

rate of cancer among males, while 
Papumpare district in Arunach-
al Pradesh recorded the highest 
number among females,” he said.

“70 per cent of the cases are 
reported at the late stages,” he said, 
adding that it is due to a lack of 
awareness about the symptoms, 
poor access to affordable care and 
other psychological factors like fear 
and fatalism.

The rally is being organised 
in collaboration with the Voice of 
Tobacco Victims (VoTV), National 
Cancer Grid, Electrobion Sip, Sil-
char Thumpers and others, who will 
also organise street plays, sensitisa-
tion and educational talks apart 
from sharing the stories of cancer 
patients.

A g a r t a l a ,  M a r c h  1 3 
(IANS): Tripura Chief 
Minister Biplab Kumar 
Deb on Tuesday under-
lined the need to im-
prove the quality of edu-
cation by following the 
model of the ancient Na-
landa University.

“ T h e  e d u c a t i o n a l 
pattern of ancient Na-
landa University must 
be followed to improve 
the quality of education. 
Quality of education is 
the need of the hour,” 
Deb said after inaugu-
rating a 30-day faculty 
induction training pro-
gramme organised by 
the Faculty Development 
Centre of Tripura Uni-
versity.

He said: “Israel is a 
small nation. But due to 
its technical and non-
technical knowledge this 

tiny country is well ac-
knowledged by the entire 
world. Tripura might be 
a small state, but if we 
become a model in edu-
cation and knowledge 
the other parts of the 
world would give us due 
importance.”

The training pro-
gramme was undertak-
en under the scheme of 
Pandit Madan Mohan 
Malaviya National Mis-
sion on Teachers and 
Teaching scheme.

The Department of 
Higher Education had 
launched the ambitious 
scheme in March 2015 
with a budget of Rs 900 
crore for the 12th Plan 
period.

The Tripura Univer-
sity is the first varsity in 
the entire northeastern 
region to implement the 

mission.
“To make the Tripura 

University one of the best 
educational institutions, 
the state government is 

ready to do whatever is 
needed. It is keen to see 
the university produce 
best students for the wel-
fare of the society and 

the country,” the Chief 
Minister added.

Tripura University 
Vice-Chancellor Anjan 
Kumar Ghosh said in 
many countries such 
teachers and teaching 
scheme does not exist.

“To improve the qual-
ity of teaching, the new 
scheme would be a great 
instrument,” the Vice-
Chancellor added.

The University Reg-
istrar Sanit Deb Roy also 
spoke in the function.

The scheme’s goals in-
cluded setting up, among 
other things, 30 schools, 
five centres of excellence 
for curriculum and peda-
gogy, two Inter-Univer-
sity Centres for Teacher 
Education, 25 teaching 
learning centres and five 
centres of excellence in 
science and mathematics.

Different projects under 
the other lines depart-
ments such as environ-
ment, fisheries, public 
health engineering and 
tourism departments will 
also be incorporated in 
the improvement area.

Lamphelpat which 
plays a vital role as a 
natural reservoir during 
monsoon is now occu-
pied by the government 
structures and others re-
sulting in the significant 
reduction of the size of the 
wetland.

S u p p l e m e n t i n g 
his  statement,  Addi-
tional Chief Engineer 
Y Jogeshwar Singh also 
informed that the depart-
ment is taking up im-
provement of the exist-
ing water bodies such as 
Waithoupat, Irong Nallah 
(upper) and Irong Nallah 
(lower) to mitigate flood 
and provide other allied 
benefits.

Additional Chief Engi-
neer Jogeshwar also said 
that the state government 
will start implementation 
of the state water policy 
which was framed three 
years back considering 
the public demands for 
judicious use of water re-
sources in order to achieve 
the global sustainable de-
velopment goals.



Applications are invited for fresh registration along with certified 
copies of following documents-
(xiv) Drug License 
(xv) Registration cert and photo of shop
(xvi) Proof of ownership with photo 
(xvii) TIN/PAN/GST No
(xviii) Authorization cert of firm 
(xix) Latest income Tax Cert 
(xx) Proof of Govt /Institute supplier 
(xxi) Undertaking to supply at a short notice 
(xxii) Address/Phone No/e-mail ID
(xxiii) Notary affidavit on non judicial stamp paper 
(xxiv) Necessary registration for e-procurement 
(xxv) Three specimen signatures on your letter pad
(xxvi) Bank details with bank contractor bill with name of bank and  
 IFSC code
Vendors desirous of participating will have to apply to the Commanding 
Officer, 4003 Field Hospital, C/O 99 APO, by 22 Mar 2018.

4003 FIELD HOSPITAL.
REGISTRATION OF VENDORS FOR LOCAL PURCHASE OF MEDICINE/ SURGICAL 

CONSUMABLES/ LABORATORY KIT & CONSUMABLES/ RADIOLOGY COSUMABLES 
AND EQIPMENTS FOR FY 2018-18

D-5115

No: REV-1/90-D/  / Notice is 
hereby given that Shri/Smti Akhalu resident 
of Dimapur who has applied for issue of 
mortgage clearance concerning to Patta 
No.530, Dag No.905/922 measuring an Area 00-
01-19 located at Block No/Village. Naharbari, 
Mouza No.03. Which has been mortgage in the 
NIDC Bank/Society.

Claims & Objection if any on the aforesaid 
land may be submitted in written in the Court 
of the undersigned on or before 20.03.18.

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 13.03.18

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

NOTICE

D-5118

NO.M-19/18/14456  Notice is hereby given 
that Shri/Smti. K. Ghotoi Chishi -Vrs- Nikato resident 
of Sematilla Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, 
Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam land Revenue 
Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below :-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do 
hereby invites claims/objections concerning to the said 
land, if any & should be submitted to this court in writing 
on or before 13/04/18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder : K. Ghotoi Chishi
Village/Block No: 8, Patta No: 1023
Dag No: 489/1128, Area: 00B-00K-13Ls

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 13.03.18

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

NOTICE

D-5121

No. M-09/18  Notice is hereby given 
that Shri/Smti Athungo Murry -Vrs- L. Nseneo Ovung 
resident of  Dimapur Town/Village in the District of 
Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land 
Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of 
land described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do 
hereby invites claims/objections concerning to the said 
land, if any & should be submitted to this court in writing 
on or before 13.03.18.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Athungo Murry 
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri, Patta No: 977
Dag No: 1397, Area: 00-02-03

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 13.03.18

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

NOTICE

D-5117

AFFIDAVIT 
 I, Shri. MALANGMEI KUNILUNG ALIAS M. KUNILUNG RENGMAI, S/o. M. KARANGDAI, 
R/o. H/No. 98, F- Khel, 4th Mile, Diphupar Village, Dimapur, Nagaland do hereby solemnly affirm 
and declare on oath as under: 
1. That, I am a bonafide citizen of India and as such competent to swear this affidavit. 
2. That, my name has been entered/recorded as Shri. M. KUNILUNG RENGMAI in my 

SBI Bank Account bearing Account No. 11851118661 whereas my correct name is 
MALANGMEI KUNILUNG as in my Aadhaar Card bearing Aadhar No. 436542525139, 
similarly my father’s name also has been entered/recorded as Shri. MALANGEI 
KARANGDAI in my SBI Account whereas his correct name is M. KARANGDAI as in my 
Aadhar Card, 

3. That, the Name Shri. MALANGMEI KUNILUNG and M. KUNILUNG RENGMAI is a name 
of one and same person i.e. me and Shri. MALANGEI KARANGDAI and M. KARANGDAI 
is also the name of one person i.e. my father’s name.

4. That, I made this affidavit to declare that the above aforesaid names i.e. Shri MALANGMEI 
KUNILUNG and M. KUNILUNG RENGMAI is the one and same person that is me and 
Shri. MALANGEI KARANGDAI and M. KARANGDAI is also the same person that is my 
father’s name. Hence forth I shall use my correct name MALANGMEI KUNILUNG and my 
father’s correct name is Shri. M. KARANGDAI for all my future official correspondences 
and further to use this affidavit as a piece of documentary evidence before the competent 
authority. 

That, the contents made in para (1) to (4) are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 
nothing is concealed or hidden and I signed this affidavit on this the12th day of March, 2018.

 DEPONENT 
Solemnly affirmed by the deponent 

JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE/NOTARY PUBLIC

Regd.No.173/18 Date: 12/03/18

D-5120

DECLARATION
I, Shri. RAN BAHADUR GURUNG, S/o. Late Lal Bahadur Gurung, R/o.8 
Assam Rifles, C/o. 99 APO do hereby solemnly declare and affirm as follows: 
1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India and a resident of the above 

mentioned address. 
2. That my Father’s actual name is Late LAL BAHADUR GURUNG.
3. That that my Father’s name has been entered/recorded as Late 

HARKA BAHADUR GURUNG in my Aadhaar Card bearing 
715665462257 and all other official documents. 

4. That the name Late LAL BAHADUR GURUNG and Late HARKA 
BAHADUR GURUNG is same and one person. 

5. That henceforth the name Late LAL BAHADUR GURUNG shall be 
used in all my official and future correspondences. 

6. That this affidavit is made to aver the above made statements. 
VERIFICATION 

I hereby verify that the statements made in paras 1 to 6 are true and correct 
to the best of my knowledge and nothing material is concealed therein. 

DEPONENT
Solemnly sworn before me

Judicial Magistrate 1st class
Dimapur: Nagaland

Regd.No.168/17  Date: 17/10/17

D-5114

The Village Council Sovima on behalf of the people of Sovima Village extents 
our heartiest congratulation to the following elected MLA’s to the 13th NLA, who 
are the good citizen of Sovima Village. 

1. Shri. Neiphiu Rio 
2. Shri. Zhaleo Rio
3. Shri Namri Nchan 
4. Shri. Thungwan Konyak 
5. Shri. Vikho-o Yoshü 
6. Shri. R. Khing Rengma 
7. Shri. C. L. John 
8. Shri. B.S. Nganglan Phom 
9. Shri. Mhathung Yanthan 
The Village Council Sovima also extended our special congratulation to Shri. 

N. Jacob Zhimomi for winning 4th Ghaspani1A/C 
We pray and wish that Almighty God grant them good health and wisdom to 

work for the betterment of the Nagas.
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OFFICE OF THE

VILLAGE COUNCIL SOVIMA
DIMAPUR 797112: NAGALAND

Sd/-  Chairman 
Village Council Sovima 

Dimapur: Nagaland

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Shri. SHILUTOSHI B/O LT. REMASANGBA, Govt. Servant, PWD 
Mechanical Div. Kohima  resident of Merhülietsa Colony, Kohima  has applied 
for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, 
Part X to draw/ withdraw/ operate/ transfer his/her Late brother- GIS, Leave 
encashment & N.P.S.  Bank A/C No.20059629816 SBI Bazar Branch, Kohima.   
Who expired on 21-12-2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
N0.JUDL/SUCC/91/2018-II Dated Kohima, the 5th Feb, 2018

KG-2372

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. NAR KUMARI W/O LT. DHURBA KUMAR GAHATRAJ, Pensioner resident of 
Merhülietsa Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian 
Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/ withdraw/ operate/ transfer his/her Late husband-Pension 
P.O No. Pen/Com-17353/NL/S/18204 of Treasury, Kohima (South). Bank A/C No.30030354291 
SBI Lerie Branch, Kohima & Bank of Baroda, Kohima A/C No.10180100001121. L.I.C Policy No. 
443411229 L.I.C Jeevan Varsha. Who expired on 28/12/2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
N0.JUDL/SUCC/91/2018-II Dated Kohima, the 5th Feb. 2018

KG-2374

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. KILEMINLA W/O LT. TEMJENLEPDEN AO, Pensioner resident 
of Upper Chandmari Colony, Kohima  has applied for issue of Succession 
Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/ withdraw/ 
operate/ transfer his/her Late husband-Pension, P.O. No. NL/V/15840 of 
Treasury, Kohima (South) Bank A/C No. 10277154949 SBI Lerie Branch, 
Kohima. Who expired on 26/12/2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
N0.JUDL/SUCC/91/2018-11 Dated Kohima, the 5th Feb. 2018

KG-2376

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Kumari. MAMTA D/O LT. BHIM PRASAD SHARMA,  Peon, R&B 
(PWD) Kohima Nagaland resident of Forest Colony, Kohima  has applied for 
issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X 
to draw/ withdraw/ operate/ transfer his/her Late father-Pension, GPF, GIS, 
Leave encashment , Gratuity & other service benefits entitled. Bank A/C No 
10530610190 SBI Main Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 16/12/2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
N0.JUDL/SUCC/91/2018-II Dated Kohima, the 5th Feb. 2018

KG-2373

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. JAMPENI  LOTHA W/O LT. PARDARAM, Pensioner resident 
of D. Block ,Kohima  has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the 
Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/ withdraw/ operate/ transfer his/
her Late husband- Pension P.O. No. Pen/Com-18409/NL/S/18976 of Treasury, 
Kohima(N)  & Pension PPO/PAO/AR/Kohima/795 P.A.O.(Assam Rifle)Shil. Bank 
A/C-10530633683 SBI Main Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 10-11-2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
N0.JUDL/SUCC/90/2018-I Dated Kohima, the 19th Jan, 2018

KG-2375

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. VITSARANO CHALIEU W/O LT. VILIE resident of Menguzuma 
Village, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the 
Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/ withdraw/ operate/ transfer 
his/her Late husband- .Bank A/C No- 08990110056363 & 08990310057216 
UCO Bank, Kohima. LIC Policy No. & N.S.C.B. Kohima Branch, A/C No. 
100310006014764. Who expired on 18/11/2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
N0.JUDL/SUCC/91/2018-11 Dated Kohima, the 5th Feb, 2018

KG-2377

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. AVIKA AWOMI W/O LT. Dr. LHUVETO NYEKHA, M.O. Tizit 
PHC, Health & F.W. N/L Kma  resident of Agri Forest Colony, Kohima has 
applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 
1925, Part X to draw/ withdraw/ operate/ transfer his/her Late husband-GIS, 
Leave encashment, Gratuity & N.P.S. Bank A/C NO. 20078318128 SBI Bazar 
Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 13-12-2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
N0.JUDL/SUCC/91/2018-II Dated Kohima, the 5th Feb, 2018

KG-2378
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Hero MotoCorp 
launches new 
Passion PRO, 
Passion XPRO
New Delhi, March 13 
(IANS): Two-wheeler ma-
jor Hero MotoCorp on 
Tuesday launched the new 
Passion PRO and Passion 
XPRO and announced the 
commencement of retail 
sales of both models across 
the country.

The new model of Pas-
sion PRO is priced at Rs 
53,189 (ex-showroom, Del-
hi) and the Passion XPRO 
at Rs 54,189 (ex-showroom, 
Delhi), Hero MotoCorp 
said in a statement.

Both the bikes are pow-
ered by BS-IV compliant 
110cc “torque on demand” 
engines, it said, adding that 
the new models are avail-
able in both drum and disc 
brake variants.

Received 
representations 
for LTCG tax 
withdrawal: 
Government

 
New Delhi, March 13 
(PTI): The government has 
received representations 
from certain quarters re-
questing withdrawal of the 
proposed tax on long-term 
capital gains on equities 
in light of the falling stock 
markets, parliament was in-
formed on Tuesday.

It added the decision re-
garding the same would be 
conveyed when the Finance 
Bill is discussed and passed 
in the parliament.

“Representations have 
been received requesting 
for withdrawal of the pro-
posal to introduce tax on 
long-term capital gains on 
listed securities introduced 
through the Finance Bill, 
2018,” Minister of State for 
Finance Shiv Pratap Shukla 
told the Rajya Sabha in a 
written reply.

“The decision will be 
reflected in the official 
amendment, if  any, to the 
Finance Bill, 2018 at the 
time of consideration and 
passing by the parliament,” 
he added.

Reliance Mutual 
Fund reclaims 3rd 
spot in February

 
New Delhi, March 13 
(IANS): Reliance Mutual 
Fund (MF) has regained 
its position in the top three 
mutual fund companies in 
February, data from the As-
sociation of Mutual Funds 
in India (AMFI) showed.

The data revealed that 
Reliance MF has ranked 
third in terms of its total 
average assets under man-
agement (AAUM) just after 
ICICI Prudential Mutual 
Fund and HDFC Mutual 
Fund.

According to the 
AMFI data, the company’s 
AAUM for February grew 
by 0.40 per cent to Rs 2.47 
lakh crore as compared to 
January.

NEWS IN BRIEF SBI reduces charges on non-
maintenance of minimum balance

Sensex drops 61 pts, Nifty 
ends flat as TCS falls over 5pc

‘Global smartphone market to 
witness single-digit growth in 2018’

RIL seeks collaboration with Estonia 
for e-governance solutions for India

Mumbai, March 13 
(PTI): The benchmark 
BSE Sensex on Tuesday 
dropped by 61.16 points 
to close at 33,856.78 while 
broader Nifty closed al-
most flat due to the fag-
end profit booking in se-
lect banking and FMCG 
shares and a sharp fall in 
TCS.

The broader NSE 
Nifty managed to end 
higher for the second day 
at 10,426.85, up by 5.45 
points or 0.05 per cent 
as losses in TCS and ITC 
were offset by gains in 

HPCL, Axis Bank and Gail.
Stock markets re-

mained volatile through-
out the day amid mixed 
Asian markets as inves-
tors awaited the US infla-
tion data later in the day 
for cues about the pace of 
Fed rate hikes.

Shares of Tata Con-
sultancy Services (TCS) 
fell by 5.22 per cent to Rs 
2,892.45 following reports 
that its promoter Tata 
Sons is planning to raise 
around Rs 8,200 crore 
by selling stake in the IT 
major. FMCG major ITC 

dropped 0.5 per cent and 
while private lenders Ko-
tak Bank and HDFC Bank 
fell up to 1.46 per cent, 
wiping out early gains.

The BSE Sensex had 
opened lower at 33,818.22 
on weak Asian cues, but 
soon recovered to regain 
34,000 mark to hit a high 
of 34,077.32 on positive 
macroeconomic data.

However, profit-book-
ing at fag-end dragged 
the index to a low of 
33,722.96 before ending at 
33,856.78, down by 61.16 
points or 0.18 per cent.

New Delhi, March 13 (IANS): After 
years of consistent double-digit growth 
rates, the number of global smartphone 
unique subscribers will grow by a single 
digit -- at 9.1 per cent -- in 2018 for the 
first time, a new report has said.

The number of global smartphone 
unique subscribers will surpass three 
billion in 2018, with a penetration rate of 
55 per cent of the world population, glo-
bal market research firm Forrester said. 

Powered by the rise of cheap smart-
phones, declining data prices and short 
replacement cycles, the smartphone in-
dustry has seen rapid adoption for the 
past 10 years. 

“It is now becoming difficult to add 
new subscribers globally, and there are 
very few countries that can do this. How-
ever, smartphone manufacturers still 
have a very large opportunity,” Satish 
Meena, Senior Forecast Analyst, said in 
a blog post.

Globally, smartphone subscribers 
surpassed feature-phone subscribers 
in 2014 but more than a billion feature-
phone subscribers provide a large, un-
tapped market for low-cost smartphone 
manufacturers. 

Of the one billion new smartphone 
subscribers that Forrester expects to be 
added by 2022, the “incremental oppor-
tunity” countries will contribute 852 mil-
lion and India is one of those.

“This will include subscribers shift-
ing from feature phones to smartphones 
as well as new subscribers buying smart-
phones directly and skipping the feature 
phone altogether,” Meena said. 

Forrester expects to see significant 
disruptions in the next five years in 
eCommerce, mCommerce, digital ad-
vertising, social media, retail, mobile 
payments and banking and content as 
the smartphone becomes the preferred 
channel for online transactions.

Mumbai, March 13 (PTI): 
The State Bank of India 
today reduced its charges 
on non-maintenance of 
an average monthly bal-
ance (AMB) in savings 
account by up to 75 per 
cent, effective April 1.

The charges for non-
maintenance of AMB for 
customers in metro and 
urban centres have been 
reduced from a maxi-
mum of Rs 50 per month 
plus goods and services 
tax (GST), to Rs 15 per 
month plus GST. The 
above revision will bene-
fit 25 crore bank custom-
ers.

For semi-urban and 
rural centres, the charges 
have been reduced from 
Rs 40 per month plus 
GST to Rs 12 and Rs 10 

per month plus GST, re-
spectively, the bank said 
in a release.

“We have reduced 
these charges taking into 
account the feedback 
and sentiments of our 
customers,” SBI’s man-
aging director (retail 
and digital banking) P K 
Gupta said.

“The bank has always 
focused on keeping the 
interests of its customers 
first and this is one of our 
many efforts towards ful-
filling customers’ expec-
tations,” he said.

The SBI also offers its 
customers to shift from 
a regular savings bank 
account to basic savings 

bank deposit account 
(BSBD) on which no 
charges are levied.

A customer always 
has the option of convert-
ing the regular savings 
bank account to BSBD 
account free of charge, 
in case he desires to avail 
basic savings bank facili-
ties without being sub-
ject to maintenance of 
AMB, Gupta said.

The lender has 41 
crore savings bank ac-
counts, out of which 16 
crore accounts under 
the Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Dhan Yojna/ BSBD, and 
of pensioners/ minors/ 
social security benefit 
holders are already ex-
empted from charges 
on non- maintenance of 
minimum balance.

Mumbai, March 13 (IANS): In a 
meeting with an Estonian govern-
ment delegation, Chairman and 
Managing Director of Reliance In-
dustries (RIL) Mukesh Ambani on 
Tuesday expressed his desire to col-
laborate with the country to devel-
op better e-governance solutions 
for India.

A statement from the company 
said Ambani envisaged to make 
lives better for millions in India by 
replicating innovative solutions of-
fered by Estonia into the Indian 

context. The statement said that 
Ambani also expressed his interest 
in the “e-residency programme” of 
Estonia which will empower him 
with easy access to the entire Eu-
ropean Union (EU) for his existing 
business while sitting in India.

The e-Residency programme 
-- which offers startups access to a 
government-issued digital ID, thus 
enabling the opening of a global EU 
company fully online while working 
from anywhere in the world -- is the 
gateway to do business in Europe, 

said Ambani.
“We believe your solutions are 

easily scalable to India. We wish to 
have a very close cooperation with 
your talent in Estonia,” he added.

The delegation from Estonia 
-- the country where 99 per cent 
of the public services are available 
online 24/7 -- comprised of Urve 
Palo, Minister of Entrepreneurship 
and IT, Viljar Lubi, Deputy Secretary 
General for Economic Develop-
ment and Riho Kruuv, Ambassador 
of Estonia to India. 
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Start Working

A
t long last the portfolios of the council of 
ministers of the state government were allo-
cated after four days since the oath of office 
and secrecy was taken. Speculations were rift 

because the ruling alliance at present has the support 
of only 34 legislators, that any discontentment on the 
allocation of the portfolios would threaten the stabil-
ity of the government. The Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party(NDPP) and the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP ) had seat sharing pre-poll alliance of 40-20. 
However the performance of the BJP was significantly 
better with 12 wins out of 20 candidates making it a 
60% win. The NDPP on the other hand could garner 
only 18 MLAs out of the 40 seats that they contested 
with a performance of 45% win.  This propelled the 
BJP to demand six berths in the cabinet of which one 
was the post of deputy chief minister. The leader of the 
NDPP and chief minister Neiphiu Rio had to concede 
to the demands. The ruling People’s Democratic Al-
liance also enjoys the majority in the House through 
the crucial support given by one MLA from the JD(U) 
and an Independent MLA. Consequently the NDPP 
was left with just 4 members in the council of minis-
ters and also had to give away some plump portfolios. 
Likewise, it is expected that the two MLAs of National 
People’s Party(NPP) will also demand some big assign-
ment later. With the announcement it is considered 
for now that finally there has been a consensus of all 
the parties concerned. 

One of the most notable portfolios was of National 
Highways that went to the deputy chief minister Y Pat-
ton who is also the leader of the BJP legislator party. 
It is notable because he was allotted this portfolio 
along with home department. This probably echoes 
Modi’s statement of ‘transformation by transporta-
tion’ and the BJP surely might have wanted to keep 
this portfolio with them. The changed criteria under 
the ministry of road transport and highway brings all 
those roads connecting district headquarters under 
National Highways. A BJP minister to hold this portfo-
lio at such a time when prime minister has given such 
a big state certainly will enable the Centre to closely 
monitor these projects in the state. The ruling BJP at 
the centre also should rein in all its legislators in the 
state so that the promised developmental agenda of 
Modi is not rendered just as pure rhetoric.  

However, in spite of the various portfolio demands 
and the allocations thereby, the present alliance has 
to understand that it is walking on a razor’s edge. On 
one hand the assembly has one of the strongest op-
position led by a former chief minister number 26 in 
a house of 60. Next comes the public who had to go 
through one of the most unstable tenures marred with 
one protest after another, some leading to violence 
and loss of lives. Unless all the members of the ruling 
alliance works together proactively for the common 
good, the trust deficit that has been generated in the 
minds of the people will only increase. It is time to 
start working.

Ambrose.J.Chakre

Prayer is a gift to be shared.

“I didn’t realize what a gift prayer was until my brother 
was sick and you all prayed for him. I cannot tell you 

what a comfort your prayers were!”
Laura had tears in her eyes as she thanked me for the 

prayers of the people in our church for her brother, who 
was facing a cancer diagnosis. She continued, “Your 
prayers have strengthened him in this difficult time and 
have been an encouragement to our entire family.”

One of the best ways to love others is to pray for 
them. Jesus is our ultimate example in this. The New 
Testament tells us about Jesus praying for others on 
many occasions, and even shows us that He continues 
to come to the Father on our behalf. Romans 8:34 says 
that He “is at the right hand of God and is also interced-
ing for us.” Even after showing such selfless love at the 
cross, the risen and ascended Lord Jesus Christ contin-
ues to express His care for us by praying for us at this 
very moment.

All around us are people who need us to follow Je-
sus’s example and love them with our prayers, inviting 
God’s help and intervention in their lives. We can ask 
God to help us pray for them, and He will! May our lov-
ing Lord strengthen us to generously give the gift of our 
prayers for others today.

Thank You, Lord Jesus, for praying for me. Help me 
to serve You and others through faithfully praying 

today.

DAILY
PATH

Giving the Gift  
of Prayer

BIBLE READ:   ROMANS 8:28–34 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

You help us by your prayers.      
~  2 Corinthians 1:11

Arnav Joshi | IANS

W
hile much of the world is 
busy worrying about losing 
jobs to automation in the 
future (and this is overstat-

ed), what has crept past for over a dec-
ade is that automated systems (to most, 
Artificial Intelligence, or AI) already play 
a major role in whether or not -- and how 
-- we get the jobs we still have, and these 
are used by a steadily growing number 
of Indian and multinational companies.

The current breed of algorithmically-
driven, automated decision-making sys-
tems warrant our attention and alarm. 
All but ubiquitous, particularly in mass 
hiring, these systems are largely opaque 
as to their decision-making process, po-
tentially making many unethical (or ille-
gal) decisions, whilst dehumanising the 
hiring process in general.

Usually, the bigger the company, the 
more the applicants, the wider the auto-
mation, and larger the potential of being 
“wronged” by a machine. Lured in by 
sales pitches peppered with higher pro-
ductivity and lower costs and attrition, 
who wouldn’t want to use them?

There are benefits, but they don’t 
outweigh the concerns yet. What often 
goes unseen is how the secrecy around 
the deployment of these systems (ironi-
cally, in part owing to the fear of them 
being gamed) combined with a lack 
of both awareness and adequate legal 
safeguards creates a deadly cocktail of 
misuse of personal data, automated dis-
crimination, and abject uncertainty for 
hundreds of millions of job-seekers.

So what does an applicant drowning 
in rejection emails do? The Guardian, 
in a rather click baiting-ly titled piece, 
“How to persuade a robot that you 
should get the job”, (inadvertently) of-
fers up some solutions, seemingly sug-
gesting that there are ways in which you 
and I can, in fact, fight back against the 
machine.

After highlighting the plight of the 
job-seeker in the age of AI, towards the 
end, where one expects a silver lining, 
the article gets into how people discuss 
and offer various ways to stress-test 
and “game” the system. One ludicrous 
solution comes up (citing “an HR em-
ployee for a major technology compa-
ny”) -- slipping words such as “Oxford” 
and “Cambridge” into your CV in invis-
ible text to pass automated screenings. 
It may not be The Guardian’s, but it’s 
someone’s solution, arguably offered to 
almost 25 million readers, without rais-
ing the red flag about its potential futil-
ity.

Complex machine learning systems 
that parse and analyse things like CVs 
to assess candidates are not yet the stuff 
of Elon Musk’s worst nightmare, but 
they’re not so gullible either. For start-
ers, many of these systems use tonnes of 
other data points -- social media posts, 
video essays, scroll speed, text entered 
(and deleted), and much more is logged 
and analysed. The systems learn quickly 
and constantly from this perennial sup-
ply of training data, using incredibly 
complex neural networks we cannot yet 
adequately comprehend, to draw cor-
relations they themselves cannot justify. 
Just how many things can a candidate 
hope to adapt to for a system he knows 
nothing about?

Michael Veale, a prominent re-
searcher in automated decision systems 
at the University College London adds 
that “While there are a lot of studies late-
ly pointing to how individuals can ‘fool’ 
machine learning systems, they tend 
to require people to have access to the 
systems already. That’s a cybersecurity 
problem more than anything.” And that 
even where a candidate thinks he or she 
may succeed, “It is definitely possible to 
adapt systems if they are being gamed, 
but it’s not assured it will happen. More 
likely than not, attempts at gaming will 
just make systems useless.”

What would it take a system like 

this to game the gamer? Not much at 
all. Would an application that would 
otherwise have been selected by such a 
system be binned because it attempted 
to use invisible ink? A raised eyebrow? 
A certain number of words per minute? 
We just don’t know. Systems also change 
from company to company and vary by 
narrow contexts -- there are no catch-all 
solutions.

What we do know is that someone 
hoping to achieve a different (positive) 
outcome thanks to slapdash measures 
is likely to come out feeling far more de-
jected when rejected -- for if even gam-
ing didn’t work, they must really not be 
good enough. That is not it, the problem 
(most often) is not with the applicant. 
First and foremost, this is the message 
that needs to go out.

What should you really be doing? 
There is no quick-fix solution, and not 
as simple as invisible ink. The silver lin-
ing, however, is that the movement to-
wards greater fairness, accountability 
and transparency is already well under 
way. Long overdue updates in data pro-
tection regulations are also on the anvil, 
including in India, which will directly 
challenge many of the automated hir-
ing solutions companies currently offer, 
severely restricting complete automa-
tion as well as what data they can gather, 
how they gather it and what they can do 
with it -- a big departure from the cur-
rent free-for-all data (mis)use.

As interim measures, candidates 
should first work towards making them-
selves more aware about the level and 
scale of automation, and asking the right 
(and difficult) questions of their poten-
tial employers. While polite emails may 
not get clear answers, in more severe 
instances where you feel you may have 
been unfairly discriminated against by 
an automated system, consider taking a 
slightly more formal, legal approach.

When it comes to hiring, there are al-
ready laws that require employers to ac-
count for equality, anti-discrimination 

and disparate impact -- and these ap-
ply to an algorithm as much as they do 
to hiring manager John Doe. While sys-
tems can (in some cases) be designed to 
ignore certain attributes in an attempt at 
fairness and equality, this is not a com-
prehensive solution (for technical rea-
sons to do with machine learning that I 
won’t get into here).

When companies know they are un-
likely to be able to prove that their auto-
mated hiring process was (legally) fair, a 
letter from your lawyer or professional 
association will get them breaking into 
a sweat.

There is also fantastic academic 
and data activism research taking place 
in many parts of the world, applying 
various methodologies, old and new, at-
tempting to reveal the many issues with 
widely used automation systems, hold-
ing their makers and users to account. 
What researchers often lack is data, 
being outside actors, locked out of the 
companies they would like to audit. Use 
your data for good -- contribute it mean-
ingfully to sound, ethical research which 
needs it to effect change.

For the companies themselves, 
should growing awareness and potential 
legal challenges prompt a rethink, Veale 
suggests that rather than over-reliance 
on automation and trying to remove 
the human element altogether, “They 
should be investing in ways to better 
help their employees sift through ap-
plications in computational ways. Data 
visualisation tools and user interfaces 
also enable people to deal with great 
numbers of applications, and they’re 
often lacking and lagging behind right 
now. Use computers to help humans 
make decisions, not to help humans of-
fload decision-making responsibilities.”

(Arnav Joshi is a technology lawyer, 
Data and Society masters candidate 

and data ethics researcher at the 
London School of Economics and 

Political Science. He can be reached via 
twitter @boom_lawyered)

On my bed I remember you; I think of you 
through the watches of the night. Because you are 

my help, I sing in the shadow of your wings. My 
soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me. 

Psalm 63:6-8

L
ove is a desire, an unquenchable heat which 
stirs our hearts to its holy desires of passionate 
commitment and devotion to the truth. It is a 
fire a flame which always burns and desires to 

empower the sons and daughters of God to its pas-
sionate heats of holiness. We speak of these flames 
of fire because we know how it feels to be on fire for 
God. And when our relationship with God is right we 
begin to experience the flow of God’s love in us which 
is unexplainable but pleasurable. The Holy Scriptures 
states “God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, 
and God in him (1st John 4:16). It clearly depicts us 
of becoming one with Christ and the revelation of it 
certainly causes us to be in high spirits because of the 
joy that is in us.

The Patriarch king David devotion to Christ won 
him a name which depicted him as a man after God’s 
own heart. Though his acts of courage were marred 
by his acts of lust, the love and devotion he had of 
Christ was unmatchable and unquenchable. This is 
the love God desires and it is by how much we love 
which determines how we love. The book of wisdom 
states “I love those who loves me; and those who 
seek me will find me (Proverbs 8:17). This speaks of 
Christ’ desire of His lovers and for those who desires 
to love in His will. Somewhere in the scripture it is 
also written “The fear of the Lord that is wisdom, 
and to shun evil is understanding ( Job 28:28 ). The 
sacred lines reveal what love is and if we are in love 
with God we must hate evil and pursue righteous-
ness. It’s only through the power of the Holy Spirit 

that sinners can be convicted to love and fear God. 
In regard to the Holy Spirit, the Holy Scriptures 

states “When he comes, he will convict the world by 
guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judg-
ment; in regard to sin because men do not believe 
in me; in regard to righteousness because I am go-
ing to the Father, where you can see me no longer; in 
regard to judgment because the prince of this world 
now stands condemned. I have much more to say to 
you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the 
Spirit of truth comes he will guide you into all truth. 
He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what 
he hears and he will tell you what is yet to come. He 
will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine 
and making it known to you. All that belongs to the 
Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take is 
mine and make it known to you. In a little while you 
will see me no more, and after a little while you will 
see me (John 16:8-16). The Spirit of truth will only 
act in accordance to the truth and it is pertinent un-
derstand that it is only by the Holy Spirit that we get 
accepted as the sons and daughters of God. Every act 
of worship we give to God must be in accordance to 
the truth and even as we see this in the light of the 
truth it is for us to act on it to please whom we love. 
The point is this. If we are truly in love with Christ, 
our desire will be passionately centered on holiness 
and our every act will be in step with the truth. This 
is what the revelation is and we must constantly live 
in the Spirit to receive the promises which God has 
in store for us. In regard to our passion for Christ, the 
Word of God states “The Lord knows those who are 
His. But the man who loves God is known by God. It 
also states “Anyone who trust in Him will never be 
put to shame ( 2nd Timothy 2:19 ) ( 1st Corinthians 
8:3 ) ( Romans 10:11 ).

 The inscripted verses are to be meditated on 
and I urge everyone to pray more earnestly to be in a 
deeper and intimate relationship with Christ. It is all 
about choices and we must make sure that we make 

the right choice lest we regret for making the wrong 
choice. So what must we do to love God? The answer 
must certainly be in your mind and I trust that you 
will obey what the answers are. In the gospel of John 
Christ states “If you love me you will obey what I com-
mand. Whoever has my commands and obeys them, 
he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be 
loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show 
myself to him (John 14:15, 21). The answers given yet 
there are still questions on your mind because there 
are still revelations to be revealed. One reason is we 
often fail because we often fail to remain in Christ, 
and the other reason is that we often fall because of 
our affair with the world. The point is this: Temptation 
comes when it comes and to resist it we must submit 
to God. However the term submission has a weight 
of its own which demands total commitment, total 
faithfulness and total dedication to the truth. In ad-
dition to this the Holy Scriptures states “In your strug-
gle against sin, you have not resisted to the point of 
shedding your own blood (Hebrews 12:4). The point 
is this: When we are truly on fire in the Holy Spirit the 
powers of it ignites the sparks of holiness which leads 
to passionate worship and radical commitment to the 
truth. In view of this the Apostle Paul states “So I say 
live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desir4s of 
the sinful nature (Galatians 5:16). On our own we are 
liable to fall and fail but in God’s power we stand se-
cured and empowered in the truth. The Word promis-
es to give us the desires of our heart and if God’s love is 
what we desire our prayers must be righteously cen-
tered on it. Let everyone who has this desire in them 
pursue it till the desire is achieved. The race is on and 
whoever wins wins. This calls for total commitment, 
total faithfulness and a total dedication to the truth. 
The war must be won and it will be won and we urge 
everyone to fight courageously and to be passionately 
committed to the truth with God in us we will never 
fall. Embrace the holy passions of love and love Christ 
in the truth. This is the passion of love. 

Why You Shouldn’t Be Trying to Persuade 
a Robot That You Should Get the Job

Flames of Passion (Embracing the Holy Passions of Christ)

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

W
e have all read and 
learned, or been made 
aware about pollution. 
From Air to water to noise 

pollution etc, everybody is adversely 
affected, in as much as everyone is 
responsible in contributing towards 
pollution. The health of human be-
ings, animals and birds , and of our 
environment is of vital concern since 
there is nothing good about pollu-
tion than to suffer its negative impact. 
Considering the hazardous effects 
of environmental pollution, popu-
lar leaders of the world have, during 
“Green Summits”, resolved to make 
collective and consistent  efforts in 
tackling the problems of pollution. 
The dreary consequence of our ig-
norance on Environmental issues 
should awaken our senses and evoke 
positive response from every member 
of the “World Family”.

Having briefly introduced thus 
about pollution, this writer would 
now attempt to stress on one type of 

pollution which has been so far ig-
nored by everybody, that is VERBAL 
POLLUTION.

As expressed above, pollution 
takes many forms, but this Verbal type 
is mostly overlooked. Charles Swin-
doll is credited for having coined the 
term “VERBAL POLLUTION” which 
is passed around by grumblers, com-
plainers and criticizers. The poison of 
pessimism creates an atmosphere of 
whole sale negativism where nothing 
but the bad side of everything is em-
phasized.

In the context of the Nagas, it has 
become quite a common thing, even 
like a neo-fashion, to utter 2-3 bad 
words in a single sentence. Young 
men and women  today, are particu-
larly seen giving voice to such socio-
religiously unacceptable vocabularies 
that tend to lean more towards being 
vulgar, (even abusive) than to being 
meaningful without an iota of under-
standing what their words imply. The 
relevance of language/dialect as an 

identity of a particular tribe, or State is 
diluted through usage of such words. 
This generation of wannabes/copy-
cats of the west or south-east Asia are 
losing their cultural and traditional 
identity. In an attempt to look, act, 
speak, and dress like the Western, Ko-
rean counterparts they are bartering 
off their true identity, and contribut-
ing towards “VERBAL POLLUTION”. It 
has become quite common to use 3-4 
different languages in one sentence. 
And going by their interest and eager-
ness to learn and apply other languag-
es (say Korean), the day may not be 
far when today’s children would have 
forgotten to speak their own mother 
tongue properly/fluently. The South-
East-West “masala language” addled 
with “slang and dirty” Nagamese, 
sprinkled with “rough and randy” 
tribal dialect in order to be considered 
as Hip/Standardized by our young 
people would have contributed much 
to Verbal Pollution.

Allow me to share one experi-

ment:
A group of Christian friends be-

came concerned about this form of 
Pollution and their personal part in 
it. So they made a pact to avoid criti-
cal words for a whole week. They were 
surprised to find how little they spoke! 
As they continued to experiment, they 
actually had to relearn conversation 
skills. From the above experiment, we 
can conclude just how much we con-
tribute towards verbal pollution with-
out even realising about it.

If we want to rid of Verbal Pollu-
tion, we must choose to change and 
ask for God’s help. And that’s a great 
way to start cleaning up our Spiritual 
Environment.

(What! Never speak one evil word, 
Or rash, or idle, or unkind O how shall 
I, most gracious Lord, This mark of 
true perfection find? _Wesley)

To conclude, let’s Help stamp out 
(Verbal) pollution by cleaning up our 
speech.

A. Anato Swu

Verbal Pollution
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Zulu people are more likely to think of themselves in terms of social relationships.  (South African Tourism/Flickr, CC BY-SA)
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You should be 
feeling especially strong, healthy, and char-
ismatic. You’re likely to receive some in-
vitations to exciting parties. You might be 

surprised at what seems a sudden increase in your 
popularity. Expanded career opportunities could also 
come your way from new acquaintances, and you 
could find doors opening to a whole new life - new 
friends, new position, and possibly a new home.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Optimism and 
enthusiasm for the months ahead have you 
feeling confident and strong. The sky’s the 
limit! A male visitor could have some sur-

prising news for you. This is a great day to make invest-
ments or purchase property. If you’ve been expecting 
money through legal papers or contracts, it could come 
in the mail today. The night could bring vivid and inter-
esting dreams. In all, it’s a thoroughly satisfying day.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Some interesting 
information could come to you from another 
state or country, Gemini. This could induce 
some pretty deep thinking, leading to deci-

sions that could alter the course of your life in some 
way. You might be considering returning to school to 
advance your education. Your mood today should be 
optimistic and positive. You could be full of utopian 
schemes for the future. Wait a few days and then start 
to make definite plans.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You should 
wake up feeling strong and confident, 
Cancer. Expect to receive some good 
news today, which will only heighten your 

mood. In the afternoon you could attend a party or 
neighborhood get-together. You’ll have a good time 
talking to friends and meeting new people. In the 
evening, relax!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Your outgoing 
and jovial nature is intensified today, 
Leo, and so you’re probably going to be 
sought after for any parties or celebra-

tions. Your generosity is also at an all-time high, 
and will take many forms, which will be appreci-
ated by that special someone in your life. Think 
about taking your partner with you as you make 
the social rounds tonight and making him or her 
the star of the evening.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Inspiration is 
the keyword for today, Virgo. An optimis-
tic and enthusiastic attitude could lead to 
powerful imaginings, which may take sol-

id form as plans for future projects. These could be 
artistic, business related, or centered around your 
home in some way. Whatever they are, this is a 
good day to put those plans into motion. All signs 
indicate success on any project begun or complet-
ed today.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): A group you’re 
associated with could bring information to 
your attention that puts you in a very positive 
frame of mind and almost has you skipping 

all the way home. You should enjoy socializing today, 
Libra, as you’re even more gregarious than usual. Both 
old and new friends could seek out your company. A 
victory of some kind has come your way, contributing 
to your great mood. Enjoy your day!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Your faith-
ful and diligent work, Scorpio, in addition 
to a lot of sacrifices for the sake of your 
career, will soon bear fruit. The anticipa-

tion of a great evaluation, with possible advance-
ment, is likely to have you walking on air all day, 
full of dreams and plans for the future. Enjoy this 
well-deserved peace of mind. Spend some time to-
day enjoying your family. Perhaps you could plan a 
pre-celebration.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Congratu-
lations, Sagittarius! You’ve finally reached a 
goal you’ve been working toward for a long 
time. Success and advancement are on their 

way, and you should be feeling extremely enthusiastic 
and optimistic about your future. Some vast changes 
may take place in your life, but they all promise to be 
positive. Expect to travel and learn a lot. Make the most 
of these energies.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Vivid, 
wonderful dreams may have haunted 
your sleep last night, Capricorn, leaving 
you disappointed that they weren’t real. 

They have a message for you, so write them down, 
set them aside, and analyze them later. Your psy-
chic abilities and imagination are very sharp today. 
This is a great day to start an artistic project that has 
been in the back of your mind for some time. Enjoy 
your day.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Feel free to 
take full advantage of the very open social 
energies of today, Aquarius. You, especially, 
will feel at home in any social gathering, to-

tally at ease talking to new people and charming the 
room. This would be an ideal day to meet someone 
new. Someone of the opposite sex may be particular-
ly attracted to you. Feel free to be as flirtatious as you 
want!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Expect some very 
pleasant surprises today, Pisces. If you’re sin-
gle, you’re likely to receive a phone call from 
someone who interests you romantically. 

This should greatly increase your level of self-confi-
dence, and you’re therefore likely to float through the 
rest of the day. With these aspects, any new relation-
ship or project begun today will have a wonderful en-
ergy behind it.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

...from previous issue

The closest Einstein came to an ad 
hominem attack was the sardonic 

comment: ‘Blush, Born, blush!’

Newton is celebrated for his sci-
entific achievements, for which all 
subsequent physicists, especially 
Einstein, have continued to revere 
him. But after Newton departed 
Cambridge and moved to London, 
in 1696, he left behind not a single 
friend in the place where he had 
spent 35 years and done his revolu-
tionary work; there is not one sur-
viving letter written by him to any of 
his Cambridge acquaintances be-
tween 1696 and his death in 1727. 
His successor as Lucasian professor 
of mathematics, William Whiston, 
wrote of Newton in his memoirs 
(long after his patron’s death): ‘He 
was of the most fearful, cautious 
and suspicious temper that I ever 
knew.’ As Jacob Bronowski rightly 
said in his book The Ascent of Man 
(1973): ‘Newton is the Old Testa-
ment god; it is Einstein who is the 
New Testament figure … full of hu-
manity, pity, a sense of enormous 
sympathy.’

Einstein and Newton shared a 
great deal in their scientific work, 
but had very little in common as 
human beings. For all Einstein’s 
skepticism about personal relation-
ships and institutional life, his two 
unsuccessful marriages and fam-
ily tragedies (his second son, Edu-
ard, spent his last three decades in 
a Swiss mental hospital), he was 
frequently highly sociable. He was 
a regular public speaker, kept up a 

vast correspondence with friends, 
colleagues and strangers, and made 
constant efforts to help scientific ‘ri-
vals’ and newcomers – for example, 
the then-unknown Indian mathe-
matician Satyendra Nath Bose, with 
whom he created Bose-Einstein 
statistics.

Unlike Newton, Einstein’s disa-
greements over science and all oth-
er matters – except anti-Semitism 
and Nazism – were conducted with-
out polemic, and usually without 
rancour. There is no malice even 
in his long and inconclusive battle 
with Bohr over quantum theory. 
Einstein hit hard but not in order 
to wound. Arguing with his close 
friend Born on the same subject 
in the 1940s and ’50s, the closest 
Einstein came to an ad hominem 
attack was the sardonic comment: 
‘Blush, Born, blush!’

In addition, almost all the pub-
lic causes that Einstein supported 
were admirable and far-sighted. 
Many required moral courage. He 
stood up to be counted – and at-
tacked – against anti-Semitism, 
segregation and the lynching of 
black people in the US; against the 
witch-hunts of McCarthyism, the 
build-up of the military-industrial 
complex, and against the drift to-
wards nuclear war, at a time when 
few of these causes was either fash-
ionable or ‘respectable’. Instead of 
basking in his fame and enjoying 
himself with physics, music and 
sailing, Einstein fought oppression 
wherever he thought his name and 
reputation might have a desirable 
impact. One cannot say that his 
various interventions were decisive, 
but there is ample testimony that 
he gave hope to the persecuted and 

influenced public debate. The very 
fact that J Edgar Hoover, director of 
the FBI, was determined to ‘get’ Ein-
stein as a Communist sympathiser 
in 1950-55 shows just how seriously 
Einstein’s activism was taken by re-
actionary forces.

It’s worth noting that Einstein 
was himself inspired by Mahatma 
Gandhi, and he shared Gandhi’s 
indifference to material success – 
though he rejected Gandhi’s view 
that civil disobedience could be 
weaponised against the Nazis. In 
1952, Einstein called Gandhi ‘the 
greatest political genius of our 
time’. Gandhi proved ‘of what sac-
rifice man is capable once he has 
discovered the right path. His work 
on behalf of India’s liberation is liv-
ing testimony to the fact that man’s 
will, sustained by an indomitable 
conviction, is more powerful than 
material forces that seem insur-
mountable.’

Einstein’s answer to religion, 
which was tantamount to sacralis-
ing the scientific endeavour, has 
been taken seriously across the 
religious spectrum. In 2004, the bi-
ologist and militant atheist Richard 
Dawkins wrote that:

Einstein was profoundly spir-
itual, but he disowned supernatu-
ralism and denied all personal gods 
… I gladly share his magnificently 
godless spirituality. No theist should 
presume to give Einstein lessons in 
spirituality.

The physicist Hawking revealed 
a similar outlook to Einstein’s when 
he wrote in 1984:

It would be perfectly consistent 
with all we know to say that there 
was a Being who was responsible 
for the laws of physics. However, I 

think it could be misleading to call 
such a Being ‘God’, because this 
term is normally understood to 
have personal connotations which 
are not present in the laws of phys-
ics.

And Pope John Paul II, speaking 
in 1979 on the centenary of Ein-
stein’s birth to a meeting of the Pon-
tifical Academy of Sciences, said he 
was:

Filled with admiration for the 
genius of the great scientist, in 
whom is revealed the imprint of the 
creative spirit, without intervening 
in any way with a judgment on the 
doctrines concerning the great sys-
tems of the Universe, which is not 
in her power to make, the Church 
nevertheless recommends these 
doctrines for consideration by the-
ologians in order to discover the 
harmony that exists between scien-
tific truth and revealed truth.

How much do artists revere 
him? During Einstein’s lifetime, Max 
Brod – Franz Kafka’s literary execu-
tor – wrote a novel, his most famous 
work, Tycho Brahe’s Path to God 
(1915), in which the character of Ke-
pler was closely based on Einstein, 
whom Brod came to know in Prague 
in 1911-12. Brod commented that 
Einstein ‘time and again filled me 
with amazement, and indeed en-
thusiasm, as I watched the ease 
with which he would, in discussion, 
experimentally change his point of 
view, at times tentatively adopting 
the opposite view, and viewing the 
whole problem from a new and to-
tally changed angle’. William Carlos 
Williams, E E Cummings and the 
Czech writer Karel Čapek, have all 
mentioned Einstein in their works. 
In Bertolt Brecht’s play Life of Gali-

leo (1943), Brecht called himself the 
‘Einstein of the new theatrical form’. 
Since Einstein’s death, he has made 
notable appearances in Friedrich 
Dürrenmatt’s play The Physicists 
(1962), Philip Glass’s opera Ein-
stein on the Beach (1976), and in 
the physicist Alan Lightman’s novel 
Einstein’s Dreams (1992).

‘I like quoting Einstein. Know 
why? Because nobody dares 

contradict you’ 
As for the more subtle influ-

ences of Einstein’s ideas on artists, 
attempts have been made to link 
him with the works of, among other 
modernist writers who use multi-
ple viewpoints, T S Eliot, Virginia 
Woolf and Lawrence Durrell. But as 
the authors of the study Einstein as 
Myth and Muse (1985) admit, there 
is no clinching evidence. Refer-
ring to Durrell’s Alexandria Quartet 
(1957-60), Alan Friedman and Carol 
Donley comment honestly: ‘Simply 
because writers say they are using 
relativity … does not mean either 
that they understand it or that their 
adaptations of relativity principles 
succeed artistically.’ By the same to-
ken, the historian of science Arthur 
Miller’s book-length study Einstein, 
Picasso: Space, Time, and the Beau-
ty that Causes Havoc (2001) tries to 
link relativity with cubism, arguing 
that Einstein, like Pablo Picasso, 
was motivated to undermine the 
understanding of reality that con-
stituted classicism. This, in spite of 
there being ample evidence that 
Einstein’s tastes in the arts were 
largely classical.

It is tempting to recall here 
Einstein’s comment on the phi-
losophers of relativity: ‘the less they 
know about physics, the more they 

philosophise’. And perhaps also the 
physicist Paul Dirac’s unintention-
ally amusing warning about trying 
to link science and art: ‘In science, 
one tries to tell people, in such a 
way as to be understood by every-
one, something that no one ever 
knew before. But in poetry, it’s the 
exact opposite.’

The phenomenon of Einstein 
misquotation is largely driven by an 
all-too-human desire for mystifica-
tion and for authority figures, epito-
mised by the two words ‘iconic’ and 
‘genius’. When relativity first became 
popular in the 1920s, many peo-
ple assumed that Einstein could be 
cited to the effect that everything is 
relative, including truth; that all ob-
servations are subjective; and that 
anything is possible. ‘I like quoting 
Einstein,’ as the Jewish-American 
author, historian and broadcaster 
Studs Terkel declared with a grin in 
an interview with The Guardian on 
his 90th birthday in 2002. ‘Know 
why? Because nobody dares contra-
dict you.’ Terkel’s quip is especially 
ironic, given Einstein’s lifelong dis-
trust of authority – particularly in 
physics, education or politics. But 
even here, Einstein commands the 
last word. In an authentic aphorism 
for an unnamed friend, he wrote 
in 1930: ‘To punish me for my con-
tempt of authority, Fate has made 
me an authority myself.’

Concluded

(Andrew Robinson is a journalist 
and author.  His writing has 

appeared in The Financial Times, 
The Guardian, The Independent, 
Nature and The New York Times, 
among others. His books include 

Einstein: A Hundred Years of 
Relativity (2015).)

T
he academic discipline of psychology was de-
veloped largely in North America and Europe. 
Some would argue it’s been remarkably suc-
cessful in understanding what drives human 

behaviour and mental processes, which have long been 
thought to be universal. But in recent decades some re-
searchers have started questioning this approach, ar-
guing that many psychological phenomena are shaped 
by the culture we live in.

Clearly, humans are in many ways very similar – we 
share the same physiology and have the same basic 
needs, such as nourishment, safety and sexuality. So 
what effect can culture really have on the fundamen-
tal aspects of our psyche, such as perception, cognition 
and personality? Let’s take a look at the evidence so far.

Experimental psychologists typically study behav-
iour in a small group of people, with the assumption 
that this can be generalised to the wider human popu-
lation. If the population is considered to be homogene-
ous, then such inferences can indeed be made from a 
random sample.

However, this isn’t the case. Psychologists have long 
disproportionately relied on undergraduate students to 
carry out their studies, simply because they are readily 
available to researchers at universities. More dramati-
cally still, more than 90% of participants in psychologi-
cal studies come from countries that are Western, Edu-
cated, Industrialised, Rich, and Democratic (W.E.I.R.D). 
Clearly, these countries are neither a random sample 
nor representative for the human population.
Thinking styles
Consider which two of these objects go together: a pan-
da, a monkey and a banana. Respondents from West-
ern countries routinely select the monkey and the pan-
da, because both objects are animals. This is indicative 
of an analytic thinking style, in which objects are largely 
perceived independently from their context.

In contrast, participants from Eastern countries will 
often select the monkey and the banana, because these 
objects belong in the same environment and share a 
relationship (monkeys eat bananas). This is a holistic 
thinking style, in which object and context are per-
ceived to be interrelated.

In a classic demonstration of cultural differences 
in thinking styles, participants from Japan and the 

USA were presented with a series of animated scenes. 
Lasting about 20 seconds, each scene showed various 
aquatic creatures, vegetation and rocks in an under-
water setting. In a subsequent recall task, both groups 
of participants were equally likely to remember salient 
objects, the larger fish. But the Japanese participants 
were better than American participants at recalling 
background information, such as the colour of the wa-
ter. This is because holistic thinking focuses on back-
ground and context just as much as foreground.

This clearly demonstrates how cultural differences 
can affect something as fundamental as memory – any 
theory describing it should take that into account. Sub-
sequent studies have shown that cultural differences 
in thinking styles are pervasive in cognition – affecting 
memory, attention, perception, reasoning and how we 
talk and think.
The self
If you were asked to describe yourself, what would you 
say? Would you describe yourself in terms of personal 
characteristics – being intelligent or funny – or would 
you use preferences, such as “I love pizza”? Or perhaps 
you would instead base it on social relationships, such 
as “I am a parent”? Social psychologists have long main-
tained that people are much more likely to describe 
themselves and others in terms of stable personal char-
acteristics.

However, the way people describe themselves 
seems to be culturally bound. Individuals in the west-
ern world are indeed more likely to view themselves as 
free, autonomous and unique individuals, possessing a 
set of fixed characteristics. But in many other parts of 
the world, people describe themselves primarily as a 
part of different social relationships and strongly con-
nected with others. This is more prevalent in Asia, Af-
rica and Latin America. These differences are pervasive, 
and have been linked to differences in social relation-
ships, motivation and upbringing.

This difference in self-construal has even been 
demonstrated at the brain level. In a brain-scanning 
study (fMRI), Chinese and American participants were 
shown different adjectives and were asked how well 
these traits represented themselves. They were also 
asked to think about how well they represented their 
mother (the mothers were not in the study), while be-
ing scanned.

In American participants, there was a clear differ-
ence in brain responses between thinking about the 

self and the mother in the “medial prefrontal cortex”, 
which is a region of the brain typically associated with 
self presentations. However, in Chinese participants 
there was little or no difference between self and moth-
er, suggesting that the self-presentation shared a large 
overlap with the presentation of the close relative.
Mental health
Another domain that was originally dominated by stud-
ies on W.E.I.R.D. samples is mental health. However, 
culture can affect our understanding of mental health 
in different ways. Because of the existence of cultural 
differences in behaviour, the framework – based on 
detecting deviant or non-normative behaviours – isn’t 
complete. What may be seen as normal in one culture 
(modesty) could be seen as deviating from the norm in 
another (social phobia).

In addition, a number of culture-specific syn-
dromes have been identified. Koro sufferers (mostly in 
Asia), are men which have the mistaken belief that their 
genitalia are retracting and will disappear. Hikikomori 
(mostly Japan) is a condition that describes reclusive 
individuals who withdraw from social life. Meanwhile, 

the evil eye syndrome (mostly in Mediterranean coun-
tries) is the belief that envy or other forms of malevo-
lent glare will cause misfortune on the receiver.

The existence of such culture-bound syndromes 
has been acknowledged by both the World Health Or-
ganization and the American Psychiatry Association re-
cently, as some of these syndromes have been included 
their respective classifications of mental illnesses.

Clearly culture has a massive effect on how we view 
ourselves and how we are perceived by others – we are 
only just scratching the surface. The field, now known 
as “cross-cultural psychology”, is increasingly being 
taught at universities across the world. The question is 
to what extent it will inform psychology as a discipline 
going forward – some see it as an extra dimension of it 
while others view it as an integral and central part of 
theory making.

With more research, we may well find that cultural 
differences pervade into even more areas where hu-
man behaviour was previously thought of as universal. 
But only by knowing about these effects will we ever 
be able to identify the core foundations of the human 
mind that we all share.

Thus Spake Albert

How Knowledge About Different Cultures is Shaking the Foundations of Psychology
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PTI

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal along with Delhi Congress 
President Ajay Maken during an all-party meeting to discuss about 
on-going sealing drive at CM’s residence in New Delhi on Tuesday.

PTI

Security personnel inspect the site of an IED blast where nine CRPF personnel were killed and two more 
were injured after Maoists ambushed them in Kistaram area of Chhattisgarh’s Sukma district on Tuesday. 

Mamata Banerjee

Nine CRPF men killed in Naxal 
triggered blast in Sukma

Give me peace, I will give you 
prosperity, Mamata tells Darjeeling

Government avoiding discussion on 
PNB scam in Parliament — Congress

Kerala  govt. issues fresh alert as depression likely to intensifyAbsconding 
murder convict 
arrested in 
Delhi

Advisor to Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal resigns

Delhi shops shut over sealing drive; all-party 
team will meet SC panel — AAP, Congress 

Mehbooba government a security threat, dismiss it — JKNPP

19 opposition parties attend dinner hosted by Sonia Gandhi

Guj speaker suspends 
28 Cong MLAs, 
revokes action later

Raipur/New Delhi, March 
13 (PTI): Nine CRPF per-
sonnel were today killed 
after Maoists blasted their 
mine protected vehicle 
using over 50 kgs of ex-
plosives in Chhattisgarh’s 
Sukma, about a year after 
a dozen jawans were killed 
in a similar ambush in the 
district.

Officials said the inci-
dent took place around 
12:30 pm along the 5-km 
under-construction Kista-
ram-Palodi road when the 
troops of the 212th battal-
ion of the Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF) were 
out for an operation.

Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh said the incident was 
“deeply distressing” and 
asked CRPF Director Gen-
eral R R Bhatnagar to rush 
to Chhattisgarh.

The armoured MPV 
had gone about 10-feet 
into the air and crashed on 
the ground before splitting 
into pieces. All the person-
nel were killed due to the 
impact of the blast even as 
many were thrown out of 
the vehicle, officials said.

When asked why MPVs 
were being used despite 
their vulnerability in Naxal 
areas, the DG said they 
were used sparingly and 

that they had not been 
abandoned completely for 
use in operations.

Officials said nine men 
were killed while two other 
jawans are injured after 
the armoured vehicle was 
blown up using over 50 kgs 
of improvised explosive 
devices (IEDs) concealed 
under the track that joins 
Kistaram to Palodi, a senior 

official said. 
A senior CRPF official 

in Raipur said the patrol 
squad had launched the 
search-cum-area domina-
tion operation from Kis-
taram towards Palodi, lo-
cated around 500 kms from 
here, in view of the visit of 
Sukma Superintendent of 
Police Abhishek Meena in 
Palodi today.

The blast is suspected 
to have been triggered by 
Maoists by joining wires 
from a distance when the 
MPV crossed over the IED, 
officials said.

They said the Maoist 
cadre led by elusive Naxal 
commander Hidma and 
his PLGA (Peoples Libera-
tion Guerrilla Army) bat-
talion no 1 could be behind 

the deadly attack.
Sukma, considered one 

of the worst insurgency-hit 
regions of the state, has 
witnessed several dreaded 
attacks on security forces 
in the past, particularly in 
summer season during 
which rebels carry out an 
annual tactical counter of-
fensive campaign (TCOC).

Soon after the inci-
dent, reinforcements were 
rushed to the spot, around 
500 kms from state capital 
Raipur, officials said, add-
ing further details were 
awaited. Those killed have 
been identified as Assist-
ant Sub Inspector R K S 
Tomar, Head Constable 
Laxman and constables 
Ajay K Yadav, Manoran-
jan Lanka, Jitendra Singh, 
Shobhit Sharma, Manoj 
Singh, Dharmendra Singh 
and Chandra H S. The in-
jured are Madan Kumar 
and Rajesh Kumar.

Twelve personnel of the 
force were killed on March 
11 last year in the Bheji 
area of the district and their 
arms looted, when Naxals 
ambushed their patrol par-
ty. A few days later on April 
24, twenty-five personnel 
of the paramilitary were 
killed in a similar ambush 
in Sukma.

New Delhi, March 13 
(IANS): An absconding 
murder convict, who was 
also involved in snatching 
of Rs 5.25 crore, was ar-
rested on Tuesday in west 
Delhi by Crime Branch 
officials, police said.

Accused Ranjeet Singh, 
40, of Gautampuri area had 
absconded after securing 
bail after remaining in po-
lice custody till January 3 
in a case registered against 
him.

“We received a tip-off 
about him on March 9, 
after which a trap was laid. 
He was arrested from Na-
jafgarh and two cartridges 
and a sophisticated pistol 
were seized from him,” 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (Crime) Shisham 
Singh said.

According to police, 
Ranjeet and his four ac-
complices had commit-
ted a robbery of Rs 5.25 
crore in Defence Colony 
in 2012 and was involved 
in the killing of a car driv-
er.

“In 1998, the accused 
formed a gang and was 
involved in 17 cases of rob-
bery, extortion, snatchings 
and under the Arms Act,” 
Singh added.

Darjeeling, March 13 
(IANS): Months after vio-
lence and tension erupted 
in the north West Ben-
gal hills centering the 
Gorkhland movement, 
Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee on Tuesday 
asked the political outfits 
in Darjeeling to maintain 
peace and ensure no form 
of violence returns to the 
region.

“Please give us peace, 
we will give you prosperity, 
that is our commitment. 
That is our assurance,” 
Banerjee said here after 
inaugurating the first ‘Hill 
Business Summit’, nearly 
six months after the long-
est ever shutdown in the 
Darjeeling hills was with-
drawn.

“Please see Darjeeling 
is clean and green. Please 
ensure that there isn’t any 
violence. If there is vio-
lence, some political lead-
ers might gain, but the peo-
ple of Darjeeling won’t gain 
from it. 

The young generation 
would become more and 
more impatient,” she said.

The Chief Minister 
also announced that her 
government would pro-
vide Rs 100 crore for pro-
motional development of 
job oriented industries in 
the region.

“Let’s first make a start. 
Our government is fully 
ready to help you. I can also 
assure you on behalf of the 
industrialists that they will 
give you full cooperation,” 

she said.
Banerjee said special 

focus would be given to 
agriculture, horticulture 
industries, food process-
ing zones, nurturing of 
orchids and developing 
IT infrastructure in the 
region.

She also requested the 
industrialists present at 
the meeting as well as the 
Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII) to prepare 
an action plan specially for 
Darjeeling where people 
are suffering from acute 
water problems.

“I think the youth of 
Darjeeling are skilled. They 
have a lot of potential. They 
can be used in different 
industrial sectors.

 Two IT parks would be 
set up in Kalimpong and 
Darjeeling. It can be done 
in Kurseong and Mirik too. 
IT has a lot of scope here,” 
she said.

Noting people from 
around the world want 
to come to Darjeeling be-
cause of its beauty, Ban-
erjee said there is enough 
scope for the tourism and 
transport industry to thrive 
there.

“Let’s compete on the 
basis of development. I 
want the people of Dar-
jeeling to be well,” she 
added.

New Delhi , March 13 
(IANS): The Narendra Modi 
government is killing de-
mocracy by orchestrating 
protests on various issues 
in the Parliament to avoid 
discussing the Punjab Na-
tional Bank (PNB) scam, 
the Congress said on Tues-
day.

“All these are govern-
ment-sponsored agitations 
that are meant to adjourn 
the Houses,” said the party’s 
leader in Lok Sabha Mal-
likarjun Kharge referring to 
issues like the constitution-
al amendment, the Telugu 
Desam Party’s demand for 
special status to Andhra 
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu’s 
call to set up the Cauvery 
Management Board. 

“They are finding ex-
cuses to avoid discussing 
the Nirav Modi and PNB 
scandal,” he told reporters 
here.

Kharge said they have 
been wanting to take up the 
issue through an adjourn-
ment motion since the Par-
liament session began and 
despite giving daily notice 
and meeting the Speaker, 
the government has been 
rejecting their demand as 
it wants to keep the scam 
away from public eye.

He said the government 
generally goes on passing 
the bills and demands even 

when the opposition lead-
ers are agitating in front of 
the presiding officer’s po-
dium. But in last few days, 
it has been adjourning the 
houses within two minutes 
of protest by their alliance 
and supporting leaders in-
cluding NDA ministers.

“It’s the job of Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister 
to run the House. Even 
the Prime Minister has re-
mained silent,” he said and 
added the government is 
defaming the opposition by 
blaming them for adjourn-
ments.

Kharge said they had 
demands for discussion on 
six issues on social justice, 
farmers, railways, road and 
transport, health and family 
welfare, and youth affairs 
but were not given the time.

“Suddenly at 2 a.m., I 
received an agenda saying 
guillotine will happen for 
all the six issues and other 
bills like supplementary 
bill, appropriation bill and 
finance bill. If all these have 
to be done on guillotine or 
voice vote, then why call the 
Parliament,” he asked.

“We wanted time for 
discussion but the govern-
ment surely does not want 
that and is running away 
from it. This is an attempt 
to finish democracy,” he 
added.

Thiruvananthapuram, March 13 
(PTI): With a depression over South-
east Arabian sea likely to intensify 
in the next 48 hours, Kerala Govern-
ment today issued a fresh alert and 
directed officials to be prepared to 
face any emergency.

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
asked Chief Secretary Paul Antony 
to take stock of the present situation 
after the Met office said the weather 
system was likely to intensify into 
a deep depression and bring heavy 
rains.

The fresh alert comes hours after 
the state government last night asked 
officials to ensure return of fishermen 
engaged in deep-sea fishing in view 
of the weather system.

The well marked low pressure in 
the Indian Ocean has now intensified 
into a depression and moved to the 
South East Arabian sea.

An IMD bulletin said rain and 
thundershowers are likely to occur 
at many places from today to March 
15 with isolated heavy rainfalls likely 
over south Tamil Nadu and south 
Kerala.

It said squally winds with speeds 
reaching 45-55 kph and gusting to 
65 kph was likely over Comorin area 
and along and off south Tamil Nadu, 
south Kerala and Lakshadweep 
coasts in the next 48 hours.

The depression today moved 
north northwestwards with a speed 
of about 20 kph and lay centred over 
southeast Arabian Sea adjoining 
equatorial Indian Ocean.

It lay about 420 km southeast of 
Minicoy, 350 km south southwest of 
Thiruvananthapuram and 290 km 
east northeast of Maldives and was 
very likely to move north-north-
westwards and intensify into a deep 

depression in the next 48 hours.
With the sea likely to be very 

rough from Comorin to Maldives 
and over Lakshadweep and adjoin-
ing southeast Arabian sea, fishermen 
have been advised not to venture into 
the sea along and off the Kerala, Tamil 
Nadu and Lakshadweep coasts in the 
next three days, starting today. 

The depression comes months 
after Ochki cyclone hit the coasts of 
the state, neighbouring Tamil Nadu 
and union territory of Lakshadweep 
in November-December 2017, claim-
ing the lives of several fishermen and 
leaving many missing.

The Kerala government had then 
faced the ire of fishermen over han-
dling of the situation. The BJP had 
also charged the LDF government 
with failing to protect its fishermen 
“despite early warning” about the 
cyclone.

New Delhi, March 13 (PTI): 
V K Jain, the advisor to Del-
hi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal, has resigned cit-
ing personal reasons and 
family commitments, days 
after he was questioned by 
police in connection with 
the alleged assault on Chief 
Secretary Anshu Prakash, 
sources said today.

“Jain has resigned from 
the post of advisor to the 
Delhi chief minister citing 
personal reasons and fam-
ily commitment,” one of 
the sources told PTI.

He has submitted his 
resignation letter in the 

Chief Minister’s Office 
(CMO) and sent a copy to 
the lieutenant governor, 
the source added.

He was appointed to 
the post in September last 
year, days after he had 
retired as the CEO of the 
Delhi Urban Shelter Im-
provement Board (DUSIB). 
The board is chaired by 
Kejriwal.

Jain had not been com-
ing to the CMO since the 
incident and had gone on 
a week-long medical leave, 
the sources said.

Prakash was allegedly 
assaulted by AAP MLAs 

during a meeting at the 
chief minister’s residence 
in the evening of Febru-
ary 19.

The Delhi Police had 
last week told a court that 
during interrogation, 
Jain disclosed that AAP 
MLAs Prakash Jarwal and 
Amanatullah Khan sur-
rounded the chief secretary 
and saw them assaulting 
him at Kejriwal’s residence.

However, Jain had ear-
lier said that he did not see 
anything as he had gone to 
the washroom at the time 
of the incident.

The alleged assault 

on Prakash took place in 
the presence of Kejriwal 
and his deputy Manish 
Sisodia.

In solidarity with Pra-
kash, IAS and Delhi, Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands 
Civil Services (DCS) officers 
have not been attending 
meetings with AAP minis-
ters, and only maintaining 
written communication 
with them.

The joint forum of the 
Delhi government em-
ployees has demanded 
action against Kejriwal and 
Sisodia in connection with 
the case.

New Delhi, March 13 
(IANS): On a day when 
thousands of shops across 
the city were shut to protest 
against an ongoing sealing 
drive in the city, AAP and 
Congress said that an all-
party delegation will meet a 
Supreme Court-appointed 
Monitoring Committee to 
find a solution to the drive.

Deputy Chief Minister 
Manish Sisodia and Delhi 
Congress chief Ajay Maken 
on Tuesday made separate 
statements on the issue 
after a meeting with Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
and other Delhi ministers 
at the CM’s residence.

The sealing drive -- be-
ing carried out by the three 
BJP-led city municipal cor-
porations under the guid-
ance of the Monitoring 
Committee -- has been 
launched against the busi-
ness establishments using 
residential properties for 
commercial purposes and 
the ones which have not 
paid conversion charges.

Addressing the media 
separately, Sisodia and 
Maken also attacked the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) for not taking part 
in the meeting, despite an 
invitation from Kejriwal.

Sisodia also said that 
the BJP does not want to 
find a solution to the seal-
ing drive.

Jammu, March 13 (PTI): Alleging the 
growing secessionist tendencies in 
the state and appeasement of sepa-
ratists in Kashmir by the Mehbooba 
Mufti government, the Jammu and 
Kashmir National Panthers Party 
(JKNPP) today held a massive pro-
test demonstration in Jammu city 
seeking the dismissal of the BJP-PDP 
dispensation.

The protestors torched the ef-
figy of ruling alliance amid slogans 
against PDP and BJP for having 
“promoted” the separatists culture 
and pro-Pak agenda in the state.

Addressing the media persons, 
JKNPP chairman Harsh Dev Singh 
said that recovery of dozens of mo-
bile phones, sim cards, pen drives, 

I-pads, digital cards, Hizbul posters, 
Pak flags, Jihadi literature and hard 
disks from central jail, Srinagar, by 
the NIA teams during their raid on 
the said premises had spilled the 
beans.

He also cited the escape of LeT 
militant Naveed, who was lodged 
in central jail, from SMHS Hospital 
Srinagar after killing two police per-
sonnel to buttress his alligation.

He said the use of Srinagar cen-
tral jail by dreaded terrorists for pro-
moting the Pro-Pak Jihadi agenda 
was a part of a larger conspiracy 
which called for due cognizance of 
the union government so as to save 
the state.

He also claimed that pro-Pak 

slogans were raised yesterday amid 
waving of Pak and ISIS flags during 
the funeral procession of dreaded 
militant Eisa Fazili in Saura (Srina-
gar) and the administration too no 
action.

Describing the PDP-BJP coali-
tion in J&K as security threat, Singh 
called for its dismissal to save the 
state. “With various districts of Jam-
mu region also on boil and massive 
protests of violent nature occurring 
in various places, the people had lost 
faith in the present dispensation,” 
he said.

He said that JKNPP would 
launch a movement for immediate 
dismissal of the unholy opportunist 
BJP-PDP combine in the state.

New Delhi, March 13 (IANS): Re-
flecting a possible line-up against 
BJP, NCP chief Sharad Pawar, Trina-
mool Congress’ Sudip Bandyopad-
hyay and DMK’s Kanimozhi were 
among the leaders of 19 parties who 
attended a dinner hosted by UPA 
Chairperson Sonia Gandhi at her 
residence on Tuesday.

Considerable significance is 
being attached to the dinner in the 
midst of speculation about the po-
litical realignment that could take 
place ahead of next year’s Lok Sabha 
elections. 

Leaders who attended the dinner 
also included National Conference 
leader Omar Abdullah, Samajwadi 
Party’s Ram Gopal Yadav, Bahujan 
Samaj Party’s Satish Chandra Misra, 
All India United Democratic Front’s 
Badrauddin Ajmal, Rashtriya Ja-

nata Dal’s Misa Bharti and Tejashwi 
Yadav, Jharkhand Mukti Morcha’s 
Hemant Soren, Communist Party of 
India-Marxist’s Mohammad Salim, 
and Communist Party of India’s D. 
Raja.

IUML’s P. K. Kunhalikutty, 
Kerala Congress-Mani’ Jose K. 
Mani, Jharkhand Vikas Morcha-
Prajatantrik’s Babulal Marandi, 
Revolutionary Socialist Party’s N. 
K. Premachandran, veteran so-
cialist leader Sharad Yadav, Rash-
triya Lok Dal’s Ajit Singh and 
Janata Dal-Secular’s Kupendra 
Reddy were also present as was 
Hindustan Awam Morcha leader 
Jiten Ram Majhi, who had quit the 
NDA last month. 

Congress President Rahul Gan-
dhi, former Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh, Leader of Opposition 

in Rajya Sabha Ghulam Nabi Azad, 
Leader of Congress in Lok Sabha 
Mallikarjun Kharge and party lead-
ers Ahmed Patel, A.K. Antony, and 
Randeep Singh Surjewala were 
among those present. 

Sonia Gandhi took the lead for 
the get together even after Rahul 
Gandhi has taken over as the Con-
gress President in December last 
year with the feeling in the Opposi-
tion that senior leaders would show 
deference to her more than to her 
son.

This dinner is also significant 
in the context of moves by regional 
parties like the Telangana Rashtra 
Samiti and the Telugu Desam Party 
which have attacked BJP in the re-
cent past and are said to be jockey-
ing for a third front of parties against 
the BJP and Congress. 

Gandhinagar, March 13 
(PTI): As many as 28 Con-
gress MLAs were today sus-
pended from the Gujarat 
Assembly for a day and 15 
of them evicted from the 
House after they created a 
ruckus over the suspension 
of senior party member 
Virji Thumar.

However, Speaker Ra-
jendra Trivedi, who sus-
pended the opposition 
MLAs in the first half, re-
voked the suspension in 
the second half after the 
Congress’ chief whip, Amit 
Chavda, tendered an apol-
ogy on behalf of his party 
colleagues.

There were chaotic 
scenes in the House when 
Agriculture Minister R C 
Faldu was speaking on the 
budgetary demands for his 
department.

Before Faldu’s speech, 
Thumar claimed in the 
House that the BJP govern-
ment in Gujarat had not 
built a single dam during 
its 22-year rule.

As he took Thumar’s 
name in his speech, the 
Congress MLA stood up 
from his seat and started 
arguing with the min-
ister.

The speaker repeatedly 

asked Thumar to sit down, 
but the Congress MLA 
continued with his verbal 
attack. At one point, he 
even dared the speaker to 
suspend him when Trivedi 
warned him of stern action 
for “indiscipline”.

Eventually, Trivedi sus-
pended Thumar for the 
rest of the day, following 
which several Congress 
MLAs rushed into the Well, 
alleging “injustice” and 
“high-handedness” by the 
BJP.

As around 15 Congress 
MLAs sat in the Well, the 
Speaker first suspended 
them for the rest of the day 
and then called in the mar-
shals to evict them.

Those standing in the 
Well were also suspended 
by the speaker. In all, 28 
agitating Congress legisla-
tors were suspended for 
the rest of the day and the 
remaining 30-odd party 
MLAs present in the House 
staged a walkout.

He urged the speaker 
as well as the ruling party 
members to show a “big 
heart”, following which 
Trivedi revoked the sus-
pension of all the Con-
gress MLAs, including 
Thumar.

“BJP wants to make 
way for FDI (Foreign Di-
rect Investment) through 
the sealing drive,” Sisodia 
said and added that the 
drive is being done with the 
support of BJP. Both leaders 
said that the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) and Congress 
MPs will also raise the issue 
in Parliament.

Maken said the Delhi 
government has not met 
the Monitoring Commit-
tee since the sealing drive 
began and added that Ke-
jriwal has also agreed for 
a meeting with the parlia-
mentary panel.

Later in the day, Con-
gress President Rahul Gan-
dhi attacked both AAP and 
BJP over the sealing drive. 

Responding to Gandhi, 
Kejriwal asked him to raise 
the issue in Parliament and 
offered all support from 
AAP. 

Meanwhile, the pro-
testing traders called the 

all-party meeting con-
vened by Kejriwal a “po-
litical stunt” and they 
adopted a resolution to 
demand that the Kejriwal 
government pass a bill in 
the assembly to put an end 
to the drive.

Traders also took out 
protest marches in vari-
ous markets, including 
Connaught Place, Chand-
ni Chowk, Sadar Bazar, 
Chawri Bazar, Kamla Na-
gar, Karol Bagh and Kash-
mere Gate.

On March 28, a traders’ 
rally would be held at Ram-
lila Maidan here against the 
sealing drive which, the 
CAIT said, is in “utter viola-
tion” of the Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi Act, 1957.

The business losses 
due to Tuesday’s bandh 
were estimated at Rs 1,800 
crore, with the revenue loss 
to government pegged at 
about Rs 150 crore, CAIT 
said. 
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Bidya Devi Bhandari

Antonio Guterres

Rex Tillerson

Trump fires State Secretary Tillerson, 
replaces him with Mike Pompeo 

Pakistan’s apex court indicts minister in contempt case 

Explosion strikes Palestinian PM’s convoy in Gaza 

N.Korea warns against ‘human 
rights racket’ by Western countries

Porn star offers to return money 
received from Trump’s attorney

Bhandari relected as Nepal president

Wave of mayhem leaves 16 dead in Mexico

Russia to ignore UK ultimatum on 
ex-spy, demands ‘poison’ evidence

Syria ‘bleeding inside and out’ as conflict enters 8th year — UN chief

Washington, March 13 
(IANS):  US President 
Donald Trump on Tues-
day sacked Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson, ending 
his short but tumultuous 
tenure as the nations chief 
diplomat. CIA Director 
Mike Pompeo will take 
over the top position.

Trump took to Twitter 
to share the development, 
saying: “Mike Pompeo, 
Director of the CIA, will be-
come our new Secretary of 
State. He will do a fantastic 
job! Thank you to Rex Till-
erson for his service! 

Gina Haspel -- Dep-
uty Director at the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency 
-- will succeed Pompeo, 
becoming the first woman 
to run the spy agency, if 
confirmed. Both she and 
Pompeo would need con-
firmation by the Senate 
to take their respective 
positions.

Tillerson found him-
self repeatedly at odds 
with Trump on a variety of 
key foreign policy issues. 
A senior administration 
official said the President 
made the decision to re-
place Tillerson in order 
to have a new team in 

place in advance of the 
upcoming summit and 
trade negotiations with 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un.

The President last Fri-
day asked Tillerson to step 
aside and the embattled 
diplomat, who was tour-
ing Africa, cut short his 
trip on Monday to return 
to Washington. At the time, 

the State Department said 
he was not feeling well, the 
US media reported. Later, 
Tillerson diverged from 
the White House this week 
in saying that poison used 
on a former spy in the UK 
“came from Russia”.

The policy rift emerged 
sharply over North Korea 
when Trump tweeted in 
October that Tillerson was 

“wasting his time” trying to 
negotiate with Pyongyang 
to end its nuclear and mis-
sile programmes.

Tillerson had also pub-
licly distanced himself 
from the President’s defi-
ant response to violence 
at the white supremacist 
rally in Charlottesville, Vir-
ginia, last year.

The President on Tues-

day thanked Tillerson for 
his service. He said Pom-
peo will do a “fantastic job” 
and “is the right person 
for the job at this critical 
juncture”. 

The Army veteran 
and former Congress-
man will “continue our 
programme of restoring 
America’s standing in the 
world, strengthening our 
alliances, confronting our 
adversaries, and seeking 
the denuclearisation of the 
Korean Peninsula”, Trump 
said.

“I am deeply grateful 
to President Trump for 
permitting me to serve as 
Director of the CIA and 
for this opportunity to 
serve as Secretary of State,” 
Pompeo said in a state-
ment.  Serving alongside 
the great men and wom-
en of the CIA, the most 
dedicated and talented 
public servants I have 
encountered, has been 
one of the great honours 
of my life.”

Haspel in a statement 
also said she was excited 
for her promotion and 
said she was “grateful to 
President Trump for the 
opportunity”.

Islamabad, March 13 
(PTI): Pakistan’s Supreme 
court today indicted a min-
ister in a contempt case for 
making critical speeches 
against the judicary after 
the apex court disqualified 
former prime minister Na-
waz Sharif in the Panama 
Papers scandal.

A  t h r e e - m e m b e r 
bench, headed by Justice 
Sheikh Azmat Saeed, heard 
the case against the ruling 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) lawmaker 
Daniyal Aziz.

Aziz, the privatisation 
minister, who was present 
in the court, pleaded not 
guilty when charges were 
read out by Justice Mushir 
Alam, which included ridi-
culing the court and mak-

ing anti-judiciary state-
ments.

The apex court rejected 
the minister’s earlier reply 
that his statements were 
presented out of context by 
the media.

Aziz, along with min-
ister of state for interior 
Talal Chaudhry, was one of 
the most vocal advocates 
of ousted Prime Minis-
ter Nawaz Sharif during 
the hearing of the Panama 
Papers scandal case by 
the country’s apex court, 
which disqualified Sharif 
from holding the post.

Both, Aziz and Chaud-
hry, were rewarded with 
ministerial post in the cabi-
net of Sharif’s successor, 
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi.

But now, both are in 

hot waters and separate-
ly facing the contempt 
of court proceedings for 
making the anti-judiciary 
remarks.

The Supreme Court is 
likely to indict Chaudhry 
tomorrow.

Meanwhile, a Supreme 
Court beach headed by 
Chief Justice Saqib Nisar 
today disposed of  a 
number of contempt of 
court petitions against 
former prime ministers 
Nawaz Sharif and Yousaf 
Raza Gilani, Punjab Chief 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
and former Senate chair-
man Nayyar Bukhari.

Old contempt cases 
against slain former prime 
minister Benazir Bhutto 
and Pakistan Peoples Par-

ty’s leader late Iqbal Haider 
were also declared ineffec-
tive and disposed of.

Similarly, a contempt 
petition against lawmaker 
and Sharif’s son-in-law, 
Muhammad Safdar was 
also disposed of.

The court also wrapped 
up a plea against former 
military dictator Pervez 
Musharraf for holding dual 
office of the country’s chief 
executive and the army 
chief in 1999 after a coup 
against the Sharif’s govern-
ment.

The Chief Justice also 
observed that the court 
was noting anti-judiciary 
remarks being made by 
some leaders and would 
take up those cases at an 
appropriate time.

Jabaliya (Gaza Strip), March 13 (PTI/
AP): An explosion struck the convoy 
of the Palestinian prime minister 
today as he was making a rare visit to 
Gaza, in what his Fatah party called 
an assassination attempt it blamed 
on Gaza militants.

The explosion went off shortly af-
ter the convoy entered Gaza through 
the Erez crossing with Israel.

Palestinian Prime Minister Rami 
Hamdallah was unharmed and went 
on to inaugurate a long-awaited 
sewage plant project in the northern 
part of the strip. But Fatah quickly 
held Gaza’s Islamic Hamas rulers 
responsible for the “cowardly attack” 
on the convoy, further escalating 
tensions between the bitter rival 
factions.

Three of the vehicles in Hamdal-
lah’s convoy were damaged, their 
windows blown out. One had signs 

of blood on the door.
Hamdallah, who is based in the 

West Bank, arrived in Hamas-run 
Gaza to inaugurate the sewage plant 
and said there that the attack will “not 
deter from seeking to end the bitter 
split. We will still come to Gaza.” 

The rival factions have been try-
ing to reconcile since 2007 when 
Hamas seized control of Gaza from 
Fatah forces and have suffered several 
setbacks in their efforts since. 

The takeover left the Palestinians 
with two rival governments, Hamas 
in Gaza and the Western-backed Pal-
estinian Authority governing autono-
mous enclaves in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank.

In November, Hamas handed 
over control of Gaza’s border cross-
ings to the Palestinian Authority. It 
was the first tangible concession in 
years of Egyptian-brokered recon-

ciliation talks. But negotiations have 
bogged down since then.

Hamdallah’s visit comes amid a 
time of crisis in Gaza.

Today, the White House is hosting 
a special meeting to discuss Gaza’s 
devastated economy.

The World Bank, European Union 
and other European governments 
have paid nearly USD 75 million in 
funding.

Hamas’ takeover of Gaza from the 
Palestinian Authority in 2007 and the 
ensuing Israeli-Egyptian blockade, 
power shortages and conflicts de-
layed the opening of the project for 
four years.

Besides the old reservoirs, the 
plant will receive wastewater from 
four towns and villages. After treat-
ment, the water will be transferred 
for irrigation and the remainder will 
be safely dumped to the sea.

Pyongyang, March 13 (IANS): North 
Korean media on Tuesday warned that 
Western countries were using the “hu-
man rights” issue to undermine the inde-
pendence of other countries.

The official daily of the Central Com-
mittee of the Workers Party of Korea said 
in an article that the “imperialists’ human 
rights racket should no longer be over-
looked in order to build an independent 
new world in which the sovereignty and 

equality are ensured for all the countries”, 
reports Xinhua news agency.

“The imperialists are the kingpin of 
human rights abuses and human rights 
criminals who have to face stern punish-
ment by the international community,” 
the article said apparently in reference to 
some Western countries, in particular the 
US. The article said the politicisation of 
human rights and application of double 
standards have to be rejected.

Washington, March 13 (IANS): American 
porn star Stormy Daniels has offered to 
return the $130,000 payment she received 
from President Donald Trump’s attorney 
in exchange for dissolving a so-called 
“Hush Agreement”, the media reported.

Last month, attorney Michael Cohen 
said he paid $130,000 of his own money 
to Daniels, whose real name is Stephanie 
Clifford, ahead of the 2016 election in 
exchange for her silence regarding an 
alleged sexual encounter with Trump, 
reports CNN. 

Both Cohen and the White House 
have denied any sexual encounter be-
tween the President and Clifford.

Clifford’s attorney, Michael Avenatti, 
on Monday sent Cohen a letter offering 
to wire $130,000 by Friday to an account 
designated by the President. 

The exchange would allow Clifford 
to speak publicly about her allegations 
of the affair with Trump, and according 
to the letter “use and publish any text 
messages, photos and/or videos relating 
to the President that she may have in her 
possession, all without fear of retribution 
and/or legal liability for damages”. 

Avenatti had told CNN last week that 
Clifford would “absolutely” pay back 
the $130,000 if she was allowed to speak 
about the alleged affair.

Kathmandu, March 13 
(PTI): Nepal’s first wom-
an president Bidya Devi 
Bhandari was today re-
lected for a second term in 
office with an overwhelm-
ing majority.

Incumbent President 
Bhandari, the Left alli-
ance’s candidate, was 
elected with more than a 
two-thirds majority as she 
defeated her Nepali Con-
gress (NC) rival Kumari 
Laxmi Rai in the presiden-
tial election.

Bhandar i  secured 
39,275 votes while the NC’s 
Rai garnered 11,730 votes, 
Election Commission 
spokesperson Nawaraj 
Dhakal said.

Bhandari, 56, won 
since her nomination was 
backed by the ruling Left 
alliance of the CPN-UML 
and CPN (Maoist Centre), 
the Sanghiya Samajbadi 

M o s c o w,  M a r c h  1 3 
(IANS): Moscow will not 
respond to UK’s demand 
for information on a “Rus-
sian-made” nerve agent 
used in a suspected as-
sassination attempt on a 
former double agent in 
England, until the coun-
try is provided access to a 
sample of the substance, 
Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Sergey Lavrov said on 
Tuesday.

Lavrov was responding 
to British leader Theresa 
May’s ultimatum to hand 
over information regard-
ing a supposedly Russian-
made Novichok nerve 
agent that the UK believed 
was used to poison Sergei 
Skripal, 66, and his daugh-
ter Yulia, 33, who remained 
in a critical condition after 
they were found slumped 
over a park bench in Salis-
bury on March 4. 

“We have certainly 
heard the ultimatum from 
London,” Lavrov told press 
in Moscow. “As soon as 
the rumours arose that 
the poisoning of Skripal 
involved a Russian-pro-
duced agent, which are 
being fanned by the British 
leadership, we immedi-
ately requested a sample 
in accordance with the 
Chemical Weapons Con-

vention,” he said. 
So far, the UK govern-

ment has denied Russia 
access to the nerve agent, 
he was quoted as saying by 
Tass News agency. 

Russia has repeatedly 
denied any knowledge of 
the Skripal case but, on 
Monday, British Prime 
Minister May told mem-
bers of Parliament that 
it was “highly likely” that 
Russia was behind the 
attack.

The attack also left a 
policeman in a serious 
condition and forced au-
thorities to cordon off the 
area around the restaurant 
and pub where police sus-
pect the alleged poisoning 
took place. 

“Either this was a direct 
action by the Russian state 
against our country, or the 
Russian government lost 
control of its potentially 
catastrophically damaging 
nerve agent and allowed 
it to get into the hands of 
others,” May said. 

Vice President of the 
European Commission 
Valdis Dombrovskis said 
the EU stood by the UK 
in the case. The commis-
sioner for economic and 
financial affairs, Pierre 
Moscovici, said the issue 
was being followed closely 

by the bloc.
Amid the ongoing in-

vestigation, the UK’s for-
eign office summoned 
Russian Ambassador Alex-
ander Yakovenko while the 
Russian Foreign Ministry 
on Tuesday said it too had 
summoned UK Ambassa-
dor Laurie Bristow.

US Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson said the US 
supported the UK’s as-
sessment that “Russia was 
likely responsible”.

Novichok is a series a 
group of military-grade 
nerve agents known to 
have been developed by 
the Soviet Union. 

Moscow has repeat-
edly denied any involve-
ment in the Skripal case 
and had put it down to 
anti-Russian sentiment in 
the UK. 

Skripal was a retired 
Russian Colonel who went 
on to to work as a double 
agent, supplying state se-
crets to British intelligence 
agencies. 

He was convicted of 
high treason in Moscow 
in 2004 but released in a 
prisoner swap in 2010 and 
granted asylum in the UK. 

The Skripal case has 
brought UK-Russia rela-
tions to its lowest ebb in 
years.

United Nations, March 
13 (PTI): UN Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres 
has expressed strong 
concern over continued 
violence and hostilities 
in Syria, saying the Arab 
country is “bleeding in-
side and out”.

He called for full imple-
mentation of a UN resolu-
tion for a ceasefire in the 
strife-torn nation.

“I am deeply saddened 
by the immense loss and 
cascading suffering of the 
Syrian people. And I am 
deeply disappointed by all 
those who have, year after 
year, by action or inaction, 
by design or indifference, 
allowed this to happen 
Syria is bleeding inside and 
out,” the UN chief said.

He made the remarks 
yesterday while briefing 
the 15-member UN Se-
curity Council on the im-
plementation of Security 
Council resolution 2401 
unanimously adopted last 
month.

Along with a 30-day 
ceasefire, the resolution 
calls for delivering aid, 
evacuating the sick and 

wounded, lifting sieges, 
accelerating humanitarian 
mine action, and protect-
ing civilians and infrastruc-
ture.

According to UN data, 
the conflict has produced 
more than 5.6 million Syr-
ian refugees and 6.1 mil-
lion internally displaced 
people, with more than 
13 million people inside 
the country requiring hu-
manitarian assistance, in-
cluding nearly six million 
children.

“Let me highlight just 
one stark fact on this grim-
mest of anniversaries: In 

2017, more children were 
killed in Syria than during 
any other year since the 
war began,” he said.

However, violence con-
tinues in Eastern Ghouta 
and beyond, including in 
Afrin, parts of Idlib and 
into Damascus and its 
suburbs, Guterres said, 
warning that in Eastern 
Ghouta, airstrikes, shell-
ing and ground offensives 
have even intensified and 
claimed many hundreds 
of civilian lives, some even 
saying more than 1,000 
were killed.

Guterres said none of 

the Council’s directives 
have been implemented: 
the provision of humani-
tarian aid and services has 
not been safe, unimped-
ed or sustained; no sieg-
es have been lifted and 
not one critically sick or 
wounded person has yet 
been evacuated.

“I appeal to all parties 
for the full implementation 
of resolution 2401 through-
out the whole of Syrian ter-
ritory. The United Nations 
is ready to assist in any 
efforts to make that hap-
pen,” the UN Chief said, 
calling on all states “with 
influence” to exercise it in 
support of the efforts of 
the United Nations and 
the implementation of the 
resolution.

“We are obviously far 
from safe, unimpeded 
and sustained delivery 
of humanitarian aid’ as 
demanded in resolution 
2401 as well as other rel-
evant Security Council 
resolutions. And so the 
humanitarian and human 
rights situation is becom-
ing more desperate by the 
day,” he said.

Guterres added that 
all parties involved should 
be reminded that even 
efforts to combat terrorist 
groups identified by the 
Council do not supersede 
these humanitarian obli-
gations.

He noted, however, that 
in some areas, like Deir 
ez-Zour and Douma, the 
conflict is diminishing in 
intensity.

A ceasefire between 
the Government and Jaish 
al Islam forces in Douma 
is largely holding, he said, 
noting that their meeting 
took place yesterday and 
today, and there has been 
progress on civilian evacu-
ations and humanitarian 
aid.

Guterres’ oral report 
detailed latest efforts of 
his Special Envoy for Syria, 
Staffan de Mistura, to bring 
about a political solution to 
the conflict and UN activi-
ties to address the humani-
tarian crisis.

“On Thursday, this con-
flict will enter its eighth 
year. I refuse to lose my 
hope to see Syria rising 
from the ashes,” he said.

Forum-Nepal and other 
fringe parties.

She became Nepal’s 
first woman president in 
2015.

Bhandari was elected 
twice in parliamentary 
elections in 1994 and 1999.

With 148 lawmakers 
in the Federal Parliament 

Mexico City, March 13 (IANS): 
Violence in the Mexico’s Guerrero 
state has left 16 people dead in the 
last 24 hours, authorities said on 
Monday.

The latest incident took place 
at a restaurant in Chilpancingo, 
the state capital, during a party for 
a young woman marking her 15th 
birthday.

Three assailants pulled up on a 
motorcycle, fired shots and then fled, 
Efe quoted the state Public Safety 
Department as saying.

A 17-year-old male was pro-
nounced dead at the scene and 
a 43-year-old man died later at a 
hospital. Four other people ranging 

in age from 16 to 23 were wounded, 
according to a statement.

A man was also fatally shot on 
Monday in the coastal town of Zi-
huatanejo, while a state police car 
was set ablaze in Acapulco.

This latest spell of mayhem be-
gan early on Sunday in Acapulco, 
where two men were shot dead with 
their hands bound hours before 
another man was gunned down out-
side a hotel on the oceanside road.

A taxi driver was fatally shot on 
the outskirts of the resort city and a 
burned-out vehicle in the El Coloso 
development was found to contain 
a man’s mutilated body and the sev-
ered head of a woman.

Later on Sunday, one person 
was killed and another wounded in 
a clash between Federal Police and 
gunmen in Acapulco’s Santa Cruz 
neighborhood.

Four other vehicles were set on 
fire.

In Zihuatanejo on Sunday, three 
bodies were found alongside the 
main road leading to the interna-
tional airport and a man was fatally 
shot in the Agua de Correa district.

Another cabbie was slain in the 
colonial city of Taxco and a woman 
was gunned down in Chilpancingo, 
while in Tlacoachistlahuca, a pas-
senger was dragged out of a taxi and 
shot dead.

and 243 in Provincial As-
semblies, the CPN-UML 
commands a total vote of 
23,356.

CPN (Maoist Centre) 
has 65 lawmakers in par-
liament and 108 in pro-
vincial assemblies, which 
account for 10,319 votes.

The Nepali Congress, 
which has 76 seats in par-
liament and 113 in provin-
cial assemblies, has a total 
vote of 11,428.

With Sanghiya Sa-
majbadi Forum-Nepal 
and other fringe parties 
also deciding to support 
Bhandari, she was virtu-
ally assured of getting the 
minimum 26,921 votes 
needed for her re-elec-
tion.

An electoral college, 
including members of par-
liament and provincial 
assemblies, will vote in the 
election.



S
inger Katy Perry 
says short hair has 
changed her out-
look on make-up 
as she feels it leaves 

nothing to hide behind. 
Perry, who has launched 
two make-up collections 
with cosmetics company 

CoverGirl, is now moving onto her third, complete with 
cat-themed eye shadow, false lashes and baby blue lip 
gloss, reports people.com. “I love make-up’s power to 
transform and empower,” she said.

The 33-year-old singer went through a transfor-
mation herself last year, when she chopped her hair 
into a short platinum pixie cut. It was a change that 
has inspired her to have a new outlook on her make-
up routine. “The short hair obviously really puts your 
face at the forefront -- there’s nothing to hide behind! 
I focus on clean, beautiful skin, and then a statement 
eye or a statement lip,” Perry said.

IANS
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M
egastar Amitabh 
Bachchan says 
his team of doc-
tors will “fiddle 
around” with 

his body and set him up again.
“I am getting my team of 

Doctors in tomorrow morning 
to fiddle around with my body 
and set me up again. I will rest 
and keep informed in process,” 
the 75-year-old posted on his 
blog on Tuesday morning.

“Ya. So, it’s 5 a.m. The morn-
ing after the night that began 
yesterday...for work. Some 
people need to work for a living 
and work hard.” 

The cine icon had revealed 
last year that he had been nurs-
ing a “stiff neck and shoulder 
pain” as a result of past injuries 

from stunts he did in the 1970s 
and 1980s.

He is currently shooting for 
“Thugs Of Hindostan” here.

“It’s been rough. But 
whenever did any be achieved 
without it. There is struggle 
and disappointment and pain 
and sweat and tears. Then the 
expectation of all working out. 
Sometimes it does, most of 
the times not. That not is the 
catalyst.

“When they say not, it is the 
right impetus to say and deliver 
that it has been successful and 
achieved,” he wrote on the blog.

“Thugs of Hindostan”, which 
also stars Aamir Khan, Fatima 
Sana Shaikh and Katrina Kaif, 
will release during Diwali 2018.

IANS

M
usik-A (Alobo Naga 
School of Music) in as-
sociation with Liveja-
mIndia & CMPA UK/US 
is organizing  “SONGS 

OF INDIA” one day workshop on Song 
Writing & Worship feat. Allen Ganta 
(Sounds of the Nations) on the March 
17, 2018 at Music-A school Dimapur 
from 8:30 AM – 4 PM.  Worship artists 
& leaders, musicians & songwriters, 
various churches, lyricists and poets can 
join the workshop by paying a registra-
tion fee of 500 (Inclusive of lunch). 

The session will include both 
theoretical and practical know-how 
on songwriting and music,  including 
breakout sessions, Live presentation of 
songs by participants at the  close of the 
workshop & Feedback and evaluation 
by workshop mentors. There will be 
Follow-up/Community to establish a lo-
cal chapter of the participants to ensure 

that  regular meets take place, to write 
more songs as and for the community  

The vision & aim of Songs of India 
project is to empower individuals to 
write the songs of the Lord with the 
sounds of the land. The project aims 
to compose 500 fresh songs in 5 years 
using Indian languages and music. The 
workshop will conduct songwriting 
workshops to enable more songs to be 
written keeping the Indian context in 
mind and build a community of song-
writers to further curate and nurture 
local talent. 

Since 2005, LiveJam has curated 
Christian praise and worship music 
and singers in the urban mission field. 
Dream of transforming young lives by 
making Jesus famous is supplemented 
primarily by the efforts and partner-
ship of musical talent from the Indian 
church. 

EMN

I
f you are an aspiring actor, 
director or producer and look-
ing for an opportunity in the 
glamour business, a new app 
can help you out.

Dazzlr is a talent discovery 
platform that brings together actors, 
casting professionals, directors and 
producers. It is aimed at organising 
casting and talent discovery to ad-
dress the needs of the film industry in 
India and beyond. 

“Dazzlr is the only platform that 
seamlessly connects artists with tal-
ent seekers. It caters to the unique 
needs of our peers in the film indus-
try. It enables production houses and 
casting directors to post their require-

ments and browse through artist 
portfolios to bookmark and call them 
for auditions,” said writer-director 
Vivek Bohra, Co-Founder, Dazzlr.

The platform has been developed 
by Quikr in partnership with Bohra, a 
third generation filmmaker and cast-
ing director Aadore Mukherjee.

“While we began with ease and 
transparency to casting and discov-
erability for industry professionals, 
we are sure that the road ahead is 
going to see many more divisions of 
the entertainment industry becom-
ing transparent and organised. The 
whole idea behind the app is to solve 
the first mile problem,” said Bohra.

IANS

M
egastar Rajinikanth on Tues-
day said he has still not be-
come a full-time politician 
and his ongoing spiritual 
trip to the Himalayas was to 

“realise oneself”.
“Still I have not become a full-time politi-

cian. I have not announced my party. I don’t 
want to talk anything about politics (now),” 
he told reporters here at the Dayanand Sar-
aswati Ashram, where he will do meditation 
for a few days.

Rajinikanth was replying to a question 
by reporters about barbs by actor-politician 

Kamal Haasan that he was not speaking up 
on political issues.

The actor, who has announced that he 
has entered politics to fill the vacuum in 
Tamil Nadu’s politics now, arrived here after 
a short trip to Dharamsala in Himachal 
Pradesh and a Shiva cave in Jammu. 

He said he has come to the Himalayas on 
a spiritual journey and it has nothing to do 
with his starting a political party. 

“This is not the first time... I have come 
here many times. Spiritualism is to realise 
oneself,” he said.

IANS

A
lobo Naga is nomi-
nated again for 
yet another music 
awards for “Best Pop 
Artist” at the Radioc-

ity Freedom Awards 5.
Since its inception in 

2013, Radio City Freedom 
Awards have trans-
formed the dynamics 
of the independent 
music prospect in 
India over the years; 
also, this is the 
platform to distin-
guish the essence 
and diversity of 
independent 
music across all 
the genres and 
languages.The 
awards is a plat-
form to recog-
nize and reward 
independent 
music artistes 
across genres 
and languages. 
One can log in 
and vote for 
him at www.ra-
diocity.in/rcfa/. 
The last day for 

voting is March 18’ 2018. 
Alobo Naga won the Indihut 

artist of the year 2017, recently 
and has been nominated in the 
category of “Best Male” & “Best 

Song” for his song 
‘Chasing Ghosts” in 
the consumer cat-
egories. ‘Best Dance 
music “for his song 
‘Never let you go” 
and “Best English 
song “ for “Wolo” 
in the Jury catego-

ries for the Artist 
Aloud Music 
Awards. The 
final winners 

of the Consum-
er Categories 
along with Jury 
Categories will 
be announced 
at the Artist 
Aloud Music 
Awards – 6th 
Edition - Grand 
Finale on the 

4th of April 2018 
at Dublin Square, 
Phoenix Marketc-

ity, Mumbai.
EMN

“F
rozen” co-stars Kristen 
Bell and Josh Gad will 
star in a new animated 
series.

Gad announced he 
is teaming up with Bell again, though it 
is not related to their “Frozen” charac-
ters as Olaf and Princess Anna, reports 
people.com.

He confirmed that he recruited Bell 
for the forthcoming Apple animated 

musical series “Central Park”, which is 
co-written by him, Loren Bou-

chard and Nora Smith.
“It doesn’t get much 

cooler than this. So excited 
to be bringing the world 
this new musical series 
alongside a legend named 
Loren Bouchard and my 
idols,” Gad tweeted on 
Monday.

Also joining the cast 
are Leslie Odom Jr, Tituss 
Burgess, Stanley Tucci, 
Daveed Diggs and Kathryn 

Hahn.
“Central Park”, which was or-

dered for two seasons, will follow 
the story of “how a fam-

ily of caretakers, 
who 
live and 
work 
in 
Cen-
tral 
Park, 

end up 
saving the 

park, and basi-
cally the world”.
The release date for 

the first season of “Central 
Park” is yet to be an-
nounced.

IANS

Bollywood ‘badshah’ Shah Rukh Khan’s wax figure will add 
to the star power at Madame Tussauds here on March 
23. This would be the second figure of Shah Rukh to be 
displayed in his signature pose. His wax figure will be placed 
besides those of other iconic celebrities in a special interac-
tive zone at the attraction, said a statement. The first figure 
was created after sitting was launched in London in 2007.
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Venus Williams closed out the 29th career match against her sister Serena with a 6-3, 6-4 win at Indian Wells

11

Mirror Crossword 1760        sud0ku 1600
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1759

ACRoss
1. Ceases
6. Dirty air
10. Baby cow
14. Author _____ Ingalls Wilder
15. Bean curd
16. Semi-precious gem
17. More likely
18. Soviet Union
19. Former Oakland pitcher ____ Blue
20. Baths
22. Enthusiastically
24. Goes astray
25. Alters
26. Issued a passport
29. Women’s undergarments
30. Assemble or modify material
31. Frank or candid
37. Deacon
39. Consume
40. Late Princess of Wales
41. Rehabilitates (political prisoners)
44. Dollop
45. Even scores in golf
46. Prioress
48. Leaves that form the ovary of a 

flower
52. Threesome
53. Austin ______ automobiles
54. The quality of being highly valued
58. Germanic earth goddess
59. Beside
61. Did not (contraction)
62. Aquatic bird
63. Box
64. 2nd most populous country
65. Queen Elizabeth’s daughter
66. Unrestrained excessive sexual 

activity
67. Pharaohs ruled here
DoWn
1. Shredded cabbage
2. Spanish hors d’oeuvres
3. Three of these per half inning
4. Made hot before putting in the 

food
5. Philosopher Jean-Paul ______
6. Nubs
7. Grows on the north side of rocks 

and trees
8. Orange Free State
9. British soldiers from Nepal
10. Group of witches

11. Mimicking
12. Serving spoon 
13. Excoriates
21. A language of India
23. Lessened
25. Island in the Mediterranean
26. Swerve
27. Inactive
28. Not front nor back
29. Urchins
32. Approaches
33. Wrapping with ribbon
34. Glen or glade
35. Son of Seth
36. Swabs

38. Currency of India 
42. Caribbean music
43. “Roseanne” actress ____ 

Gilbert
47. One under par (golf)
48. Pincer
49. _____autics
50. Radioactive gas
51. Flying vehicle
52. Weepy
54. Pull along the ground
55. Current
56. Cut or trim
57. Immediately
60. Annual Percentage Rate   

solutions to suD0ku 1599

Players of team Minerva Punjab FC celebrate after winning the I-League against team Churchill Brothers by 1-0 in the final in Panchkula. 
PTI

Steve Smith

Kolkata, March 13 (IANS): Not ev-
erything is hunky-dory for surprise I-
League champions Minerva Punjab 
FC as their players are yet to get their 
salaries and, according to sources, 
there is little possibility their dues 
would be cleared anytime soon.

Minerva defied all odds to bag 
the coveted I-League crown earlier 
in the month as the title race went 
down the wire.

The Punjab side relegated 
Churchill Brothers by beating them 
1-0 in the final round of fixtures to 
win the league.

But a source close to the team 
management revealed that many of 
the younger Indian players are yet to 

get their salaries and this has been 
the case for months.

“(Owner) Ranjit Bajaj’s wife is 
supposed to clear their dues but 
she is leaving for Maldives on vaca-
tion without clearing her table,” the 
source told IANS on condition on 
anonymity.

The foreign players, though, have 
recieved their remuneration, the 
source added.

Bajaj was not available for a re-
action despite repeated attempts to 
contact him.

Minerva’s financial plight has 
also been highlighted in their refusal 
to take part in the upcoming Super 
Cup.

The club, which finished the 
league with 35 points from 18 out-
ings, wrote to the All India Football 
Federation (AIFF) saying they run 
on a shoestring budget and cannot 
participate in the knockout com-
petition between the I-League and 
Indian Super League (ISL) teams 
as it does not mention providing 
any financial aid to the club for the 
21-day-long meet.

The Super Cup qualifiers will 
start from March 31 and the final 
round will go on till April 20. Mi-
nerva are scheduled to play their first 
match against ISL debutants Jam-
shedpur FC at the Kalinga stadium 
on April 2.

Dimapur, March 13 
(EMN): Special Olym-
pics Nagaland (SON) in a 
press note informed that 
it will be holding events 
in Wokha as part of Khelo 
India.

O n  M a r c h  1 5  a 
program on Commu-
nity Coaches Training 

Program (CCT) which 
is a certificate program 
for NGO workers, SSA 
teachers, District Sports 
staff, Social Welfare staff, 
Church workers/ mem-
bers, PwDs family mem-
bers and any individu-
als concerned for PwDs 
will be held on Thur. 

March 15 at the public 
ground conference Hall, 
Tsumang colony from 12 
am – 3 pm. On Fri. March 
16, District Games (DG) 
for all types of PwDs/dif-
ferently abled persons 
will be held at the public 
ground, Tsumang colony, 
Wokha from 7 am till 4 

pm. The note further stat-
ed that Khelo India will 
provide t-shirts, medals 
and certificates to all the 
participants.It also stated 
that PwDs coming from 
villages should produce 
original to and fro bus/
sumo tickets to avail trav-
elling reimbursement.

Pyeongchang, March 
13 (Reuters):  The Py-
eongchang Paralympics 
have set a new record 
for ticket sales, crossing 
320,531 on Tuesday to 
break previous mark set in 
Sochi four years ago, the 
International Paralympic 
Committee (IPC) said in a 

statement.
Sales for the March 

9-18 Paralympics sur-
passed the 316,200 tickets 
sold in the Sochi edition 
by Monday. The latest fig-
ure is nearly double the 
162,974 tickets sold during 
the 2006 event in Turin, the 
IPC said.

The IPC said the fig-
ures highlight a growing 
global interest in Paralym-
pic sports.

“It is fantastic news that 
Pyeongchang 2018 has 
now sold a record number 
of tickets to the Paralympic 
Winter Games,” IPC Presi-
dent Andrew Parsons said 

in a statement.
“After three days of 

competition, the response 
from athletes and Koreans 
has been outstanding. I 
now hope (the organising 
committee) can increase 
the sales target further 
with six days of competi-
tion to go.”

Kohima, March 13 (EMN): The 3rd 
Inter-School U-16 Cricket Tourna-
ment organised by the Kohima Dis-
trict Cricket Association will begin 
from March 21 at the Kohima local 
ground, a press release was issued 
by Kohima District Cricket Associa-
tion on Tue. March 13.

The association also informed 

that the some of the participating 
players will also be selected for tri-
als of U-16 Nagaland team to play 
BCCI tournament.

It has also requested the schools 
under Kohima district to partici-
pate for the betterment of young 
cricket talents.

The orientation programme 

will be held on March 19 at Baptist 
High School Kohima at 1 pm which 
has also been fixed as the last date 
of confirmation for participating in 
the tournament.

For more details, one may con-
tact Abhijit 9402679083, Amos 
9774412452 and Dziesevituo 
8131962714.

Serena Williams ousted from Indian 
Wells, Wozniacki marches on

Smith demands centuries 
from Australia batsmen

Pyeongchang Paralympics sets new record for ticket salesChamps Minerva have ‘no money’ to pay domestic players

Inter-school U-16 cricket tourney from March 21 

SON to organise events at Wokha

Indian Wells (United 
States), March 13 (AFP): 
Serena Williams’ return to 
the WTA Tour came to an 
abrupt end Monday as she 
crashed out of Indian Wells 
with a 6-3, 6-4 loss to her 
sister Venus.

Venus closed out the 
29th career meeting be-
tween the two on her sec-
ond match point as Ser-
ena sailed a forehand long 
to end the third- round 
showdown.

It was the first meeting 
between the sisters since 
they clashed in the final of 
the 2017 Australian Open, 
which Serena won before 
taking a 15-month hiatus 
due to her pregnancy.

Serena said she is still 
easing her way back into 
match fitness.

“It wasn’t very easy, ob-
viously,” she said. “It was 
good to play and try to get 
in the rhythm and get into 
the swing again.

“I can’t really replicate 
the situation no matter 
how much I do in prac-
tice. I make those shots 10 
times out of 10 in practice.

“It’s just the nerves, 
the anticipation you feel 
naturally. It’s a little bit of 
everything that comes in 
a match that just doesn’t 
normally happen.”

The 10th seeded Venus 
moves on to the round 
of 16 where she will face 
Anastasija Sevastova, who 
defeated 12th seeded Julia 
Georges 6-3, 6-3.

It is rare for the Wil-

liams sisters to play this 
early in a tournament and 
the earliest they have faced 
each other since their first 
encounter at the Austra-
lian Open in 1998.

They arrived outside 
the stadium together on 
a golf cart then walked 
through the tunnel with 
Serena entering the court 
first, as many in the crowd 
stood and cheered.

Venus blasted six aces 
but had eight double faults 
in the one hour 26 minute 
main stadium match in 
front of a crowd of about 
13,000.

Serena is still shaking 
off the rust after the long 
layoff as she hit four aces 
but had her serve broken 

four times.
“I just have a long way 

to go,” Serena said.
Despite the loss Serena 

still leads their career se-
ries 17-12.

This was their first 
encounter with Venus as 
an aunt and Serena as a 
new mother after giving 
birth to her baby daughter, 
Alexis Olympia, on Sep-
tember 1.

Venus’s victory also 
comes 17 years after an 
ugly booing incident led 
to a 14-year boycott of the 
tournament by the sisters.

It brought closure to 
the once testy relationship 
between Indian Wells and 
the sisters who hail from 
the Los Angeles suburb 

of Compton. Serena re-
turned to the tournament 
in 2015 and Venus a year 
later.

Asked about the inci-
dent finally being put to 
rest, Venus said, “It never 
crossed my mind.”

Serena said she is try-
ing not to look too far into 
the season.

“I have a lot to improve 
on,” she said.

Elsewhere, Australian 
Open champ Caroline 
Wozniacki benefited from 
a challenge call in the final 
game en route to defeating 
Aliaksandra Sasnovich 6-4, 
2-6, 6-3.
First major
Wozniacki silenced the 
critics earlier this year 

Melbourne, March 13 (Re-
uters): Australia captain 
Steve Smith has demand-
ed his team’s batsmen lift 
their output and score 
centuries against South 
Africa in the wake of their 
humbling six-wicket loss 
in the second test at Port 
Elizabeth.

Australia were restrict-
ed to 243 in the first in-
nings at St. George’s Park 
and were bowled out for 
239 in the second to give 
the Proteas an easy victory 
chase of 101 to level the 
series at 1-1.

While no Australian 
has managed a century, 
the home side has had 
two - rookie opener Aiden 
Markram scoring a gallant 
143 in the loss in Durban 
and AB de Villiers setting 
the platform for victory 
at Port Elizabeth with an 
unbeaten 126.

“We haven’t got a hun-
dred so far in this series, 
so that’s not ideal,” Smith 
told Australian radio sta-
tion SEN.

“Mitchell Marsh prob-
ably deserved a hundred 
in the first test to be fair, 
but if we’re getting batters 
scoring big hundreds it 
certainly helps us out a 
hell of a lot.

“Unfortunately, we 
haven’t been able to do 
that so far in this series, 
but we’ve got a good op-
portunity to turn it around 
in the next.”

After a rollicking home 
summer against England, 
the prolific Australia cap-
tain has also been down 
on his own lofty standards.

when she claimed her first 
Grand Slam title at the 
Australian Open, becom-
ing the first Danish wom-
an to win a major.

The 27-year-old world 
No. 2 Wozniacki moves on 
to the fourth round where 
she will face 20th seeded 
Russian Daria Kasatkina, 
who surprised reigning US 
Open champion Sloane 
Stephens 6-4, 6-3.

“I managed to get my 
feet going more, and to 
start playing more steady, 
and that paid off today,” 
said Wozniacki.

Wozniacki challenged 
a call in the final game 
when the line judge ruled 
that Sasnovich’s shot 
caught the line.

Wozniacki asked for 
a second look and the re-
view showed that the line 
judge mistakenly called 
the ball in.

Wozniacki said the 
court conditions were dif-
ficult but she managed to 
make adjustments.

“These courts are really 
difficult to play on. That’s 
also why you see a lot of 
upsets,” she said. “The ball 
bounces really high and it 
goes extremely slow.”

In other women’s third 
round matches on Mon-
day, French seventh seed 
Caroline Garcia defeated 
Australia’s Daria Gavrilova 
7-5, 6-4.

Danielle Collins also 
won her third round 
match, defeating Sofya 
Zhuk of Russia 6-4, 6-4.

His highest score was 
56 at Durban and he was 
dismissed cheaply twice in 
Port Elizabeth.

Smith has scored only 
one ton against South Af-
rica - an even 100 in his 
first match at Centurion 
in 2014 - and only three 
fifties in 14 innings against 
the same opponents since.

“I’ve played a lot more 
now since 2014 and the 
more you play, the more 
people have plans to you 
to try to keep you quiet 
and those kind of things,” 
Smith said.

“It’s just a part of bat-
ting, sometimes you have 
to work really hard for your 
runs and take a little bit 
longer, and some days you 
come out and things hap-
pen really quickly for you.”

The four-test series re-
sumes in Cape Town from 
March 22 and Australia 
will be glad for the extend-
ed break as all-rounder 
Marsh races to recover 
from a groin strain.

The Western Austra-

lian, who scored 96 in Dur-
ban, had a tough test at 
Port Elizabeth, battling a 
stomach complaint and 
dropping a catch in the 
slips. He was also fined 
20 percent of his match 
fee for swearing at South 
Africa fast bowler Kagiso 
Rabada, who was himself 
banned for the rest of the 
series for repeated code of 
conduct breaches.

“In regards to Mitch 
Marsh, it’s a good break 
now between now and 
the next test match and 
he’s telling me he’ll be fine 
but we’ll wait and see how 
things go,” said Smith, who 
also gave a clean bill of 
health to Australia’s pace 
trio of Mitchell Starc, Josh 
Hazlewood and Pat Cum-
mins.

“I think all the quicks 
are going really well. I 
haven’t heard today, but 
before today they were all 
feeling fine, so hopefully 
with a good 10-day break 
they can freshen up a little 
bit.”
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Community leaders and youth leaders representing various associations posing for the lens with SON 
members after completion of Community Coaches Training Program at the Imkongmeren sports complex 
in Mokokchung.

EM Images

Hectic preparation underway at the Kohima local ground on Tue. afternoon
EM Images

Neymar lies on the ground after injuring his ankle

The 18-member Indian men’s hockey team who will represent India at the Gold Coast 2018 XXI 
Commonwealth Games, in New Delhi on Tue. March 13.

PTI

India's Shardul Thakur, second right celebrates the dismissal of Sri Lanka's Danushka Gunathilaka with team mates during their Twenty20 
cricket match in Nidahas triangular series in Colombo, Sri Lanka on Mon. March 12.

AP/PTI

India eye Nidahas Trophy final 
berth against tricky Bangladesh

Nagaland Wrestling Meet from today

With Neymar hurt, Brazil turn to new faces

Bengaluru FC take on Abahani Dhaka in AFC Cup opener

SON conducts orientation programme Manpreet to lead Indian hockey team at CWG, no place for Sardar

Co l o m b o, Ma rc h  1 3 
(IANS): Buoyant after 
registering a six-wicket 
victory over Sri Lanka, a 
confident Rohit Sharma-
led India would aim to 
seal a final berth in the 
Nidahas Trophy Twenty20 
tri-series when they face 
a tricky Bangladesh at the 
R. Premadasa Stadium 
here on Wednesday.

By no means would 
Bangladesh be pushovers 
in the shortest format 
of the game as well af-
ter their record 215-run 
chase against Sri Lanka 
and a win against India 
will bolster their chances 

of making it to Sunday's 
final. India lost to Sri Lan-
ka unexpectedly in the 
tournament opener but 
came back strongly to 
beat both Bangladesh and 
the hosts consecutively.

A defeat may not be 
end of the road for India 
as it will then depend on 
the outcome of the final 
game between Bangla-
desh and Sri Lanka. The 
net run-rate will also be 
a factor.

India don't have key 
players including regular 
captain Virat Kohli for 
this tri-series meant to 
give the younger crop a 

chance.
A few players such as 

Deepak Hooda, Moham-
med Siraj and Axar Patel 
are yet to play a game 
in the tournament but 
the likes of all-rounder 
Vijay Shankar -- playing 
in place of Hardik Pandya 
-- and paceman Shardul 
Thakur have done well.

Skipper Rohit Shar-
ma has been out of form 
and the Mumbai bats-
man would like to hit the 
purple patch as soon as 
possible. Rohit's sudden 
slump does not augur 
well for the team as well as 
his IPL franchise Mumbai 

Indians.
India have not got 

good starts in the tour-
nament despite Shikhar 
Dhawan's (153) blazing 
form as Rohit has been 
dismissed cheaply in all 
the matches.

Suresh Raina has got 
his 20s while Manish Pan-
dey has remained steady 
in the middle-order. 
Dinesh Karthik's 39 off 
25 balls against Sri Lanka 
has ensured that Rishabh 
Pant will continue to 
warm the dug-out.

Coming to Bangla-
desh, in their first meeting 
India did well to restrict 

Bengaluru, March 13 (IANS): 
Bengaluru FC will aim to get 
their AFC Cup 2018 group stage 
campaign off to a winning start 
when they host Bangladesh's 
Abahani Dhaka in a Group E en-
counter at the Sree Kanteerava 
Stadium here on Wednesday.

Having made it through to 
the zonal phase after winning 
the preliminary and play-off 
stages, the Blues are in the Group 
Stage for a record fourth season 
running and have matched East 
Bengal's (2010-13) run of most 
consecutive appearances for an 
Indian club in the competition.

"It's an honour to play in the 
AFC Cup for yet another season 
and our performances over the 

last two editions of the competi-
tion show how much we have 
grown in strength at the conti-
nental level.

We have had to play four 
extra games to get here and now 
that the group stages begin, we 
need to make our efforts and 
consistency count," said Albert 
Roca.

With the grand final of the 
Indian Super League (ISL) set to 
take place on Saturday, Roca is 
expected to field a similar start-
ing XI from the qualifiers where 
youngsters got a look in.

"We have a situation where 
we play in a final two days after 
our AFC Cup game. It isn't the 
most ideal scenario but it's one 

we are going to have to deal with.
The players who haven't 

got too many chances in the 
ISL have done really well in the 
AFC Cup and I am confident 
they will keep our unbeaten run 
going," said Roca whose team 
hasn't lost a game since the 0-2 
defeat to Delhi away from home 
in January.

Abahani, who qualified for 
this season's AFC Cup by win-
ning the 2017-18 Bangladesh 
Premier League, began their 
Group Stage campaign with a 
narrow 0-1 home loss to New 
Radiant SC a week back. 

The sky blue brigade will be 
missing the services of Nigerian 
striker Sunday Chizoba Nwa-

dialu who was sent off in the 
opener. In their top-scorer's ab-
sence, the visitors' frontline will 
be led by fellow Nigerian Emeka 
Onuoha along with Japanese 
medio Seija Kojima.

Roca's men have faced the 
Bangladeshi champions twice 
in the previous edition of the 
AFC Cup. 

While the Blues won the 
home leg 2-0 with goals from 
Nishu Kumar and Marjan Ju-
govic, they suffered a reverse in 
the away leg.

In team news, Harmanjot 
Khabra and Nishu Kumar are 
still recovering from injuries 
and will not play any part in the 
fixture.

Our correspondent
Mokokchung, March 13 (EMN): Special 
Olympics Nagaland (SON), a chapter 
of Special Olympics Bharat, a national 
sports federation designated by the min-
istry of Youth affairs & sports conducted 
an orientation programme at the Im-
kongmeren sports complex.

During the orientation program, the 
trainers and coaches said SON will be 
hosting district games for people with 
disabilities under Khelo India scheme 
2018 for the first time.

They also revealed that the districts 
selected in Nagaland for the district 
games were Mon, Mokokchung, Wokha, 
Peren and Dimapur where they will orga-
nise these events in coordination with the 
local NGOs, district sports department, 
churches and SSA based in the districts.

They also said that Community 
Coaches Training Program (CCTP) will be 
imparted to local volunteers, NGO work-
ers and family members by SON coaches 
to ensure all PwDs in the districts can 
avail these opportunities for their social, 
emotional and physical development. 

Altogether twenty five volunteers 
representing various Mokokchung based 
NGOs, college students and youth leaders 
attended this orientation program where 
they were felicitated with certificate of 
participation in the CCT program.

It may be mentioned that sports and 
games for Person with Disabilities (PwDs) 
will also be conducted by SON at Imkong-
meren Sports complex on March 14 from 
8 am where Mokokchung Deputy com-
missioner, Sachin Jaiswal IAS will grace 
the program as the chief guest.

New Delhi, March 13 
(IANS): Ace midfielder 
Manpreet Singh is set 
to lead the Indian mens 
hockey team at the Gold 
Coast Commonwealth 
Games, starting April 4, 
while the experienced for-
mer captain Sardar Singh 
has been left out of the 
18-member squad, an-
nounced by Hockey India 
on Tuesday.

The Indian team is 
grouped in Pool B along 
with Pakistan, Malaysia, 
Wales, England and will 
begin their campaign on 
April 7 against Pakistan.

Midfielder Chinglen-
sana Singh Kangujam will 
be the vice-captain of the 
team.

It was under Man-
preet's leadership that 
the Indian team lifted the 
Asia Cup in 2017 followed 
by a bronze medal at the 
Hockey World League Fi-
nal in Bhubaneswar last 
year.

Freeman and drag-
flick expert Rupinder Pal 
Singh will form India's 
wall of defence along with 
Harmanpreet Singh, Var-
un Kumar, Kothajit Singh, 
Gurinder Singh and Amit 
Rohidas, while the goal-
post will be guarded by 
India's experienced goal-
keeper P.R. Sreejesh who 
made a strong comeback 

Kohima Bureau
K o h i m a ,  M a r c h  1 3 
(EMN): Hectic prepara-
tions are underway as the 
26th Nagaland Wrestling 
Meet for 12th senior and 
4th junior freestyle wres-
tling will take place on 
Wed. March 14 at Khuo-
chiezie (Kohima local 
ground).

Former president of 
the NWA Keku Zeliang 
will be the main guest on 
day-1 and oath taking by 
Visakhoto Krose, techni-
cal secretary Nagaland 
Wrestling Association. 
Events on day-1 will be-
gin from 10 am onwards.

The event is man-
aged by Angami Baptist 
Khriesaru Krotho in aid 
of construction of multi-
crore ABCC Youth Centre 
at Chumukedima.

Unlike the past tour-
nament, this time the 
freestyle wrestling will 
take place on March 14 
and Naga style wrestling 
on March 15. 

T h e  c o n c e p t  o f 
changing the new cat-
egory was solely to at-
tract more spectators for 
freestyle wrestling, said a 
NWA official.

For freestyle, the se-
nior category winner will 

receive INR 10,000 while 
the runner-up will pocket 
INR 7000.

The tickets for gal-
lery are priced at INR 
100, chair- INR 500 and 
donor- INR 2000, while 
food stalls are also set up 
for spectators.

Apart from the three 
units of NWA, wrestlers 
from Wrestling Academy 
will also participate in 
the free style wrestling. 
In free style (senior), 
weight category for men 
will be 57, 65, 74, 86 and 
97. Weight category for 
women is 50, 55, 59, 65 
and 72.

rio de Janeiro, March 13 
(IANS): In the absence 
of injured star Neymar, 
Brazil's national football 
team coach Tite has an-
nounced a squad with 
some surprises, includ-
ing forward Willian Jose, 
for upcoming friendlies 
against Germany and 
Russia.

He acknowledged 
that the 25-man list does 
not include several play-
ers who may be part of 
the final roster for the 
2018 World Cup in Russia, 
reports Efe.

This month's friend-
lies are to be the last tune-
ups before the competi-
tion begins in June.

Willian Jose, a starter 
with Spain's Real Socie-
dad, will be seeing his 
first action with the na-
tional team as a substi-
tute for Neymar, who is 
recovering from a foot 
surgery. Doctors have 
yet to set a firm date for 
Neymar's return.

Also making his debut 
for Brazil will be Ander-
son Talisca, who plays as 
a professional for Turkish 
club Besiktas.

them to 139 but in their 
very next match, the likes 
of Tamim Iqbal, Liton 
Das, Mushfiqur Rahim 
hammered the Sri Lank-
an attack into submis-
sion chasing down the 
highest-ever target on Sri 
Lankan soil.

India's bowling has 
seen IPL's costliest do-
mestic buy Jaydev Un-
adkat (Rs 11.5 crore) go-
ing for runs in all three 
matches. Thakur has 
done well in the last two 
games while Vijay Shan-
kar has also been steady 
with his variations.

In-form wrist spinner 
Yuzvendra Chahal has 
been expensive in both 
games against Sri Lanka 
while off-spinner Wash-
ington Sundar has shone 
opening the bowling in 
the Powerplay overs in 
every game.
Squads:
India: Rohit Sharma (cap-
tain), Shikhar Dhawan 
(vice-captain), Lokesh 
Rahul, Suresh Raina, 
Manish Pandey, Dinesh 
Karthik (wicket-keeper), 
Deepak Hooda, Wash-
ington Sundar, Yuzvendra 
Chahal, Axar Patel, Vijay 
Shankar, Shardul Thakur, 
Jaydev Unadkat, Moham-
mad Siraj and Rishabh 
Pant.
Bangladesh: Mahmudul-
lah (captain), Tamim 
Iqbal, Soumya Sarkar, 
Imrul Kayes, Mushfiqur 
Rahim (wicket-keeper), 
Sabbir Rahman, Mustafi-
zur Rahman, Rubel Hos-
sain, Taskin Ahmed, Abu 
Hider, Abu Jayed, Ariful 
Haque, Nazmul Islam, 
Nurul Hasan, Mehidy 
Hasan, Liton Das.

into the team during the 
New Zealand Tour where 
he displayed some excep-
tional goalkeeping abili-
ties. 

He will be backed by 
the 22-year-old Suraj Kar-
kera who played a crucial 
part in the team's good 
show in Bhubaneswar last 
year in his senior counter-
part's absence.

India's midfield will 
see skipper Manpreet in 
the lead role, ably sup-
ported by the experience 
of Chinglensana along 
with young blood in Sumit 
and Vivek Sagar Prasad. 

The Indian attack will 
feature a combination 
between experience and 
youth as S.V. Sunil, Akash-
deep Singh, Mandeep 
Singh, Lalit Kumar Upad-

hyay, Gurjant Singh and 
Dilpreet Singh are all in 
the team.

Dilpreet Singh and 
Vivek Sagar Prasad who 
made their international 
debut during the New 
Zealand tour have been 
rewarded with this op-
portunity for a good show 
where the duo scored in 
important games.

Sardar's exclusion 
comes on the heels of In-
dia finishing fifth under 
his leadership at the Sul-
tan Azlan Shah Cup tour-
nament. However a few 
eyebrows have been raised 
with Ramandeep Singh 
being dropped despite his 
decent show in the same 
tournament.

"This team has been 
picked keeping in mind 

the team's performance 
in the previous tourna-
ments since the Asia Cup 
2017. We have tried out 
different combinations in 
the past events and we be-
lieve this will be the most 
effective combination for 
the Gold Coast 2018 XXI 
Commonwealth Games," 
asserted Chief Coach Sjo-
erd Marijne.

He stated that the team 
has a winning mindset 
and will look to aim for 
the best in the quadren-
nial event.

"This team has been 
improving with every 
match and while we could 
not produce a podium 
finish at the 27th Sultan 
Azlan Shah Cup 2018, it 
will have no influence 
on how we are going to 

play in Australia and we 
will be going there with a 
mindset to win," said the 
43-year-old Dutch coach.

In the previous two 
outings at the Common-
wealth Games, India has 
finished second behind 
Australia. 

Skipper Manpreet 
Singh, however, is confi-
dent of turning the tables 
this time. 

"Our first aim is to do 
well in the group stage 
because we have some 
strong teams in our Pool. 
It's extremely crucial to 
top our table and make 
the Semis but if we do 
meet Australia in the 
knockouts, I believe we 
will be up for a strong 
challenge," the 25-year-
old Manpreet said.

Squad:
Goalkeepers: Sreejesh 

Parattu Raveendran, Suraj 
Karkera.

Defenders: Rupinder 
Pal Singh, Harmanpreet 
Singh, Varun Kumar, Ko-
thajit Singh Kadangbam, 
Gurinder Singh, Amit Ro-
hidas.

Midfielders: Manpreet 
Singh (Captain), Chin-
glensana Singh Kangujam 
(VC), Sumit, Vivek Sagar 
Prasad.

Forwards: Akashdeep 
Singh, Sunil Sowmarpet 
Vitalacharya.

Brazil will be away to 
Russia on March 23 and 
head to Germany four 
days later for a match 
against the defending 
World Cup champions.

It will be the Brazil-
ians' first meeting with 
Germany since their 1-7 
loss to the European side 
in the semifinals of the 
2014 World Cup in Brazil.

"I want to give all the 
athletes opportunities 
right up until the end," 
coach Tite told a press 
conference on Monday. 

"The final roster for 
World Cup was not re-
leased yet because every-

body is still being evalu-
ated," he added.
Squad:
Goalkeepers: Alisson, Ed-
erson, Neto.
Defenders: Marcelo, Dan-
iel Alves, Filipe Luis, Fag-
ner, Marquinhos, Thiago 
Silva, Miranda, Pedro 
Geromel, Rodrigo Caio.
Midfielders: Casemiro, 
Willian, Fernandinho, 
Fred, Anderson Talis-
ca, Paulinho, Philippe 
Coutinho, Renato Au-
gusto.
Forwards: Gabriel Jesus, 
Roberto Firmino, Doug-
las Costa, Taison, Willian 
Jose.


