
Chinese President Xi Jinping casts his vote for an amendment to China's constitution that will abolish 
term limits on the presidency and enable him to rule indefinitely, during a plenary session of the 
National People's Congress at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Sunday, March 11, 2018.
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Beijing, March 11 (PTI): 
China's rubber-stamp 
parliament today allowed 
President Xi Jinping to 
rule indefinitely, perhaps 
for life, as it ratified a con-
tentious constitutional 
amendment to abolish 
the two-term presiden-
tial limit, making him the 
most powerful leader since 
Chairman Mao Zedong.

The amendment to 
give 64-year-old Xi an 
indefinite term effectively 
ended the collective lead-
ership system followed 
by the ruling Communist 
Party of China (CPC) to 
avert a dictatorship from 
emerging in an other-
wise one-party state akin 
to the era of Mao which 
witnessed the most bru-
tal events like Cultural 
Revolution resulting in 
the killings of millions of 
people.

Set for his second five-
year term as president 
this month, Xi, the most 
powerful leader in recent 
decades heading the CPC 
and the military, will now 
be the first Chinese leader 
after founder chairman 
Mao to remain in power 
lifelong.

The National People's 
Congress (NPC) has kept 
its reputation as the rub-
ber stamp parliament for 
its routine approval of CPC 
proposals by voting exactly 

to the official script.
The amendment re-

moving the term limits for 
the president and the vice 
president was approved by 
the NPC with 2,958 in fa-
vour, two against and three 
abstentions, official media 
reported. The two votes 
of dissent apparently had 
official sanction to show a 
semblance of diversity.

For today's vote, the 
NPC chose to follow pa-
per ballot system instead 
of hand raising and elec-
tronic voting.

Xi stood up first at the 
Great Hall of the People 
in Beijing to cast his paper 
ballot in a red box.

The first Constitution 
of China was enacted in 
1954. The current Consti-
tution has been in place 
since 1982 and has under-
gone four amendments in 
1988, 1993, 1999 and 2004.

The removal of the 
term limit was regarded 
as the biggest political 
change in the one-par-
ty system which has re-
mained in force in China 
since 1949.

Ahead of the vote by 
deputies in the NPC, the 
seven member Standing 
Committee - the topmost 
body of the CPC - unani-
mously approved the 
amendment to abolish the 
presidential term limits.

Observers say the con-
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One who deceives will 
always find those who 
allow themselves to be 

deceived. 

~ Niccolo Machiavelli
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stitutional amendment in 
effective paves the way for 
China's transition from 
being a one-party state to 
a one-leader state with Xi, 
described by some as an 
"Emperor", to remain in 
power in the foreseeable 
future.

X i ,  c h r i s t e n e d  a s 
"lingxiu" - a leader with 
highest prestige, is aggres-
sively pushing China's 
military modernisation to 
make the world's largest 
army a mightier force ca-
pable of winning modern 
wars.

The proposal of a lim-
itless tenure for Xi has 
sparked worldwide con-
cerns specially in China's 
neighbourhood.

For India, observers 
say, Xi's continuation 
will have particular sig-
nificance, especially in 
the backdrop of last year's 
73-day-long Dokalam 
standoff where Chinese 
troops tried to build a 
road in the area claimed 
by Bhutan to reach close 
to India's narrow corridor 
connecting its northeast-
ern states.

Under Xi, China has 
poured billions of dol-
lars into India's neigh-
bourhood in projects 
like China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor travers-
ing through PoK, projects 
in Nepal, Sri Lanka and 
Maldives, raising India's 
strategic stakes.

The CPC has justified 
scrapping of term lim-
its for Xi saying that it is 
aimed at strengthening 
coordination between the 
party, the military and the 

country and dismissed 
concerns of the return of 
Mao-era dictatorship as 
"groundless".

Significantly, today's 
amendment also removed 
term limits for the vice 
president.

The inclusion of the 
vice president was notably 
aimed at reinforcing Xi's 
support base as his trusted 
lieutenant, 69-year-old 
Wang Qishan, is tipped to 
take over the post despite 
a widely-followed conven-
tion by Chinese leaders to 
retire after 68 years of age.

Wa n g  h e a d e d  t h e 
dreaded anti-graft cam-
paign carried out by Xi 
since he began his first 
term in 2013.

The NPC in the next 
few days is also set to ratify 
new names for all top gov-
ernment posts. The entire 
Chinese government is set 
to change, including the 
entire cabinet.

Xi began his second 
five-year term as General 
Secretary of the CPC and 
Chairman of the Central 
Military Commission last 
year after the once-in-five-
years congress of the party 
endorsed him for a second 
term. Two five-year ten-
ures were permitted for 
top leaders of the party.

His predecessors - 
Jiang Zemin who was in 
power from 1993 to 2003 
and Hu Jintao from 2003 to 
2013 - stepped down as the 
General Secretary of the 
party as well as president 
after a widely followed rule 
as well as a convention of 
two terms to promote col-
lective leadership system 

in the one-party state.
Xi, a 'princeling' and 

son of a vice premier, who 
was vice president under 
Hu, took over all the three 
posts in 2013 and subse-
quently emerged as the 
most powerful leader of 
China after Mao with lit-
tle or no resistance in the 
party.

The president's post is 
largely ceremonial while 
the real power rests with 
the CPC General Secre-
tary and Chairman of the 
Military Commission, the 
overall military high-com-
mand.

But the president is 
the only one with a formal 
limit of two terms - intro-
duced by late paramount 
leader Deng Xiaoping to 
prevent another lifelong 
dictatorship after Mao's 
rule.

The NPC also endorsed 
another constitutional 
amendment to enshrine Xi 
Jinping Thought on Social-
ism with Chinese Charac-
teristics for a New Era into 
the country's Constitu-
tion.

This would make Xi 
the only leader after Mao 
and his predecessor Deng 
whose thoughts were writ-
ten into the Constitution. 
It would place him above 
the rest of the leaders of 
the party.

There is eerie silence all 
over the country over the 
approval of the amend-
ments, with Chinese cen-
sors aggressively removing 
anything remotely con-
nected to the comments in 
the social media through 
the firewalls. 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, March 11: The 
submission of K Therie’s 
resignation from the post 
of president of the Naga-
land Pradesh Congress 
Committee (NPCC) has 
been transformed into a 
public drama even as the 
NPCC on Sunday reject-
ed said resignation; and 
Therie played the ‘true 
Congress man’ card while 

New Delhi, March 11 
(PTI): In a last-ditch effort 
to persuade the Supreme 
Court to order a re-inves-
tigation into Mahatma 
Gandhi's assassination, 
a Mumbai-based man 
has contended that there 
were several lacunae, 
including a "four-bullet 
theory", that can still be 
established by a forensic 
test but were never looked 
into by any agency.

Referring to medical 
evidence, petitioner Pan-
kaj Phadnis, a trustee of a 
charitable trust, Abhinav 
Bharat, has claimed that 
the forensic examination 
of the third bullet which 

hit Gandhi was not car-
ried out and there was no 
post-mortem examina-
tion of the body despite 
the police asking for it.

There was a foren-
sic examination of only 
two bullets,  he said. 
"The medical evidence 
on record shows that the 
consequent two wounds 
were 'dangerous' but not 
fatal," Phadnis said in a 
written submissions filed 
in the apex court.

Phadnis, who submit-
ted a statement before 
the court on March 7 and 
another on March 10, had 
questioned the "three-
bullet theory" relied upon 

by various courts to hold 
the conviction of Nath-
uram Godse and Narayan 
Apte, who were hanged. 
He had contended that 
there was a need to ex-
amine whether there was 
a fourth bullet, which was 
fired by someone other 
than Godse.

"No cognizance was 
taken in the investigation 
of the reports of four shots 
reported by The Dawn, 
Lok Satta, Times of India 
etc. Material eye witness-
es such as Vincent Sheen 
and K C Roy who reported 
hearing four shots were 
not examined," he said, 
referring to two journal-

ists.
Phadnis said a fo-

rensic examination of a 
photograph showing four 
wounds, blood stained 
shawls which recorded 
the number of wounds 
and a watch which may 
have stopped on being 
hit by a bullet was not 
conducted but could still 
be done.

In the written submis-
sion, filed before a bench 
of Justices S A Bobde and 
L Nageswara Rao which 
on March 6 reserved 
its verdict saying that it 
would not go by "senti-
ments", Phadnis has con-
tended that Godse and 

Apte were denied their 
Right to Appeal to the 
Supreme Court of India 
by being hanged 11 days 
before the Constitution of 
India came to be adopted 
by the Constituent As-
sembly.

How e v e r,  u n p e r -
turbed by the court's re-
marks Phadnis said he 
was going to present a 
research paper at the Roy-
al Historical Society in 
London where he would 
speak on Gandhi's assas-
sination and its implica-
tions on global peace.

Other accused were 
not  arrested and no 
records about them are 

available in the public do-
main even today despite 
an order of the Chief In-
formation Commissioner 
in February, 2017, he said, 
adding that these lacunae 
were creating doubts in 
the minds of the people.

P h a d n i s  h a s  a l s o 
sought permission to ap-
proach the Commissioner 
of Mumbai Police to seek 
his help to get copies of 
all photographs and mo-
tion pictures pertaining to 
January 30 and 31, 1948, 
available with the Gandhi 
Film Foundation, Mum-
bai, which, he said, may 
show four wounds so that 
he could get their forensic 

examination done at his 
own cost.

The apex court had 
on March 6 made it clear 
it would not go by "senti-
ments" but rely on legal 
submissions to decide on 
a petition seeking a re-
investigation of the assas-
sination, which has been 
dubbed by Phadnis as one 
of the biggest cover-ups in 
history.

The apex court said 
the plea seeking a retrial 
of the case was based on 
academic research but 
that could not form the 
basis to reopen a matter 
which happened years 
ago. 

giving an assurance to abide 
by the party’s directive. 

If anything else, this has 
only brought to surface the 
desperation within the state 
Congress to stay relevant 
in the aftermath of being 
obliterated in the recently 
concluded Nagaland assem-
bly elections. On March 10, 
Therie had sought to resign 
‘owning moral responsibility’ 
for the Congress’ no-show 
performance.

The NPCC issued a state-
ment on Sunday informing 
‘outright rejection’ of the let-
ter of resignation from Therie. 
It informed that the NPCC 
executive committee has re-
solved to request the All India 
Congress Committee (AICC) 
to ‘kindly honour the decision 
of the Nagaland Pradesh Con-
gress executive committee 
until proper accountability is 
fixed on factors responsible 
for the election debacle’.   

The NPCC has also taken 
umbrage to news reports 
in some local newspapers 
which, according to the party, 
have gone ‘to the extent of 
writing a political obituary for 
NPCC’. The party is without a 
single representative for the 

second term in a row.
“It was very unfortunate 

that what was published in 
a section of local dailies and 
also circulated on social me-
dia platforms was just one 
side of the story,” stated a 
press release from the NPCC 
on Sunday. 

It stated that though The-
rie had submitted a resig-
nation letter, the NPCC ex-
ecutive committee decided to 
reject the same while referring 
the matter to the AICC. When 
contacted, NPCC sources said 
that it was yet to receive any 
statement/directive from the 
AICC.

Therie, when contacted, 
acknowledged the statement 
from the NPCC and reiterated 
that his decision to resign 
from the post was on moral 
grounds following the elec-
tion debacle of the Congress 
in Nagaland.

However when queried if 
he would continue to func-
tion as NPCC president in the 
event of the AICC rejecting 
his resignation, Therie said: 
“As a true Congress man I will 
abide by the party decision 
and continue to lead the party 
if it is the call of duty”.    

Hyderabad, March 11 (PTI): 
Senior Congress leader M Veer-
appa Moily today said a third 
front will be a "stillborn child," 
and asserted that only a "con-
federation" of parties, led by his 
national outfit, can take on the 
BJP-led NDA effectively.

With reports of West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee and her Telangana coun-
terpart K Chadrasekhar Rao 
making efforts to forge a non-
BJP, non-Congress front doing 
the rounds, he said without the 
Congress, one cannot think of 
an "alternative" to the BJP.

"It (third front) will be a 
stillborn child. Without the 

Congress, which has a spread 
all over the country, you can't 
think of an alternative," the 
former Union minister told PTI.

"The Congress has to lead 
(a broad anti-BJP front)," Moily 
said. "Definitely, they (those 
trying to prop up a third front) 
can't do without the Congress. 
Without the Congress, they 
can't think of finding a com-
mon leader because they are all 
regional forces," he said, add-
ing that the regional parties will 
have to bind themselves with a 
national party (Congress).

The former Karnataka chief 
minister said that third front 
combinations in the past with-

out the Congress had failed.
Any third front could ulti-

mately succumb to the pres-
sure of the BJP and only sub-
serve the interest of the lead 
party of the NDA, Moily said.

"It (anti-BJP front) has to 
be done by a combination of 
national party (Congress) and 
regional parties," he said.

The "communal" BJP and 
its allies have to fought by all 
"secular" parties putting their 
heads together, he said.

"Otherwise, it (the country) 
will be just like, as one of my 
friends was telling, (single-par-
ty ruled, Communist) China," 
he said.

The Congress leader alleged 
that the country is today ruled 
by the BJP and "extra-constitu-
tional authority" RSS, and not 
by the NDA government.

"The private secretaries and 
staff of the Union ministers are 
inducted from the RSS," he 
claimed, adding, "It is quite a 
dangerous trend for democ-
racy." 

Moily said the fight against 
the BJP required a confed-
eration of forces with "absolute 
clarity, ideology and philoso-
phy."  "Unitedly (Congress and 
'secular' parties) we will suc-
ceed, but divided, we won't 
succeed," he added.

Hyderabad, March 11 (PTI): Cracking the 
whip against underage driving, as many 69 
parents have been jailed in Hyderabad over 
the past one month for allowing their minor 
children to drive, police said.

The Hyderabad Traffic Police (HTP), as 
part of its campaign against underage driv-
ing found minors in the age group of 14-16 
years, driving bikes, scooters and cars and 
in some cases even three-wheelers, without 
driving licences, Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (Traffic) A V Ranganath said.

Subsequently, the parents (fathers) of 
the 69 teenagers were produced before the 
local courts, which sent them to jail ranging 
from one-day to three-day imprisonment 
apart from imposing fines for the violation 
of rules pertaining to underage driving. HTP 
launched the drive against underage driving 
in the first week of February in the wake of 
series of road accidents in Hyderabad dur-
ing January in which five minors were killed, 
the DCP said.

"We have been imposing fines through 

the courts for the past two years. But it did 
not have desired impact (against under-
age driving). Following the series of road 
mishaps involving minors we went severely 
against minor driving," he said.

"We invoked the provisions of the Motor 
Vehicles Act and requested local courts cit-
ing various Supreme Court judgements that 
minor driving should be treated seriously as 
it not only endangers lives of minor drivers 
but of others also and the courts were con-
vinced of our requests," Ranganath told PTI.
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

New Delhi, March 11 (PTI): The 
Congress may have suffered a 
crushing defeat in the Northeast, 
but senior leader Jyotiraditya 
Scindia feels that there are “very 
strong signs” of the party’s re-
surgence in the Hindi heartland 
which would be crucial in the 
2019 general election.

Buoyed by the party’s victory 
in the recent by-polls in the Mun-
gaoli and Kolaras Assembly seats 
in Madhya Pradesh, he also said 
the people had decided to end the 
14-year BJP rule in the state where 
elections are scheduled to be held 
later this year.

Scindia, widely seen as the 
front runner among the Con-
gress’s chief ministerial candi-
dates for Madhya Pradesh, also 
urged “like-minded” parties to 
join hands to oust the Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan government in 
the state.

In an interview to PTI, he said 
the Assembly poll outcome in 
Nagaland and Tripura came as a 
“shock”. In Meghalaya, he pointed 

out, the Congress had emerged as 
the single largest party.

“...but the BJP true to its game 
believes in forming governments 
by default and a party that has 
won only two seats in that As-
sembly was trying every trick in 
the book to put together a govern-
ment,” he said.

However, “having said that, I 
think you’ve had very strong signs 
of resurgence in the Hindi heart-
land,” the 47-year-old leader said.

The Congress drew a blank in 
Tripura and Nagaland, while in 
Meghalaya it failed to form the 
government. The BJP has come to 
power in all the three states form-
ing coalition governments.

Scindia also asserted that the 
Gujarat Assembly poll result was 
“truly inspiring”. The MP from 
Madhya Pradesh’s Guna said this 
was followed by the results in the 
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh 
by-polls, won by the Congress.

“These are all states which 
are crucial to the Congress party 
going ahead. So I think the barom-

eter and the portent that these 
states portray are very important 
signs for the Congress party,” he 
said.

However, the Congress’s chief 
whip in the Lok Sabha said there 
was still a lot of work to be done by 
party workers as “we must never 
take our opponent lightly”.

Scindia also dismissed talk of 
infighting within the party in MP, 
saying the Congress was a united 
house in the state.

“We have been working to-
gether for the last year, year and a 
half. We are strategising, planning 
every activity together, which is 
what you have seen in these two 
by-elections. Every single leader 
of the Congress party was present 
in this by-election,” Scindia said.

“So, I can understand why the 
BJP is extremely concerned,” he 
added.

Asked if Congress should 
name a chief ministerial candi-
date in MP, Scindia said, “I am not 
going to speak on this issue be-
cause I don’t think it would be apt. 

This is a decision that has to be 
taken by the general secretary and 
by the Congress high command.” 

Terming the recent by-poll 
win in Madhya Pradesh a “very 
important triumph”, he said the 
Congress won despite the BJP 
throwing “everything but the 
kitchen sink” into the election.

It was the might of the govern-
ment versus the ordinary Con-
gress worker, Scindia said.

“I also do believe that in Mad-
hya Pradesh voters have made up 
their minds to see the end of the 
BJP rule in our state for a multi-
tude of reasons,” he said.

The Congress last month re-
tained both the Assembly seats in 
Madhya Pradesh where by-polls 
were held.

Brajendra Singh Yadav of the 
Congress defeated his BJP rival 
Baisahab Yadav by a 2,124 votes 
to win the Mungaoli seat while 
in Kolaras, Congress candidate 
Mahendra Singh Yadav prevailed 
over Devendra Jain of the BJP by 
8,083 votes.

Hyderabad, March 11 
(IANS): The ruling Tel-
ugu Desam Party (TDP) 
on Sunday announced 
its decision to field C.M. 
Ramesh and K. Ravindra 
Kumar for two of the three 
Rajya Sabha seats from 
Andhra Pradesh for which 
biennial polls will be held 
on March 23.

TDP Andhra Pradesh 

President Kala Venkata Rao 
in a brief statement said 
sitting members Ramesh 
and Kumar, an advocate 
and part of the TDP legal 
cell, were nominated after 
the decision by the party 
head and Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu. 

Naidu held prolonged 
consultations with party 
leaders for three days be-

fore taking the final deci-
sion.

Earlier, Varla Ramaiah, 
seeking a ticket to the Up-
per House, was said to 
have been picked by Naidu 
to contest the Rajya Sabha 
polls.

He told the media be-
fore the final announce-
ment that “in our party, 
we get positions without 

spending money”. 
Initially, the TDP was 

planning to field candi-
dates for the three Rajya 
Sabha seats which will fall 
vacant on April 2.

However, in view of the 
changed political scenario 
following its withdrawal 
of two ministers from the 
Modi government, the 
TDP settled for two only.

New Delhi, March 11 
(IANS): An Afghan na-
tional and his Turkish 
accomplice have been 
nabbed at the airport here 
on charges of human traf-
ficking, a CISF official said 
on Sunday.

Afghan Sayed Mur-
taza Ahmadzoy was held 
on Friday while the Turk, 
Ergun Cobandag, was 
caught on Sunday after-
noon. Both were held at 
Terminal 3 of the Indira 
Gandhi International Air-
port. 

“A fake Turkish pass-
port in the name of Kara-
deniz Fatih along with a 
boarding pass for Toronto 
with pre-affixed immi-
gration stamp and fake 
stamp of security were 
recovered from Ahmad-
zoy’s possession,” Central 
Industrial Security Force 
(CISF) Assistant Inspector 
General Hemendra Singh 
told IANS. 

Ahmadzoy tipped off 
about Cobandag, who 
arrived here from Astana 
on Thursday and was to 
return on an early Monday 
flight.

Cobandag was de-
tained by the CISF at the 
check-in area as soon as 
he entered with a fake 
ticket.

According to the of-
ficial, both the passengers 
were handed over to im-
migration officials.

“As both the foreign 
nationals were carrying 
fake travel documents, 
t h e y  we re  c a u g h t  o n 
charges of human traf-
ficking. Further investiga-
tion about their role in 
trafficking is being carried 
out by police and other 
agencies,” the official said.

New Delhi, March 11 (PTI): 
Sumedha Singh’s textbooks 
gathered dust in one cor-
ner of her tiny house. The 
12-year-old Delhi girl had 
dropped out of school and 
thought she’d never get 
back to a class again.

She had danced with 
joy when she heard about 
the birth of her baby broth-
er. But her spirits fell when 
realised it meant she had to 
leave school.

He r  p a re n t s ,  w h o 
worked as daily labourers 
at a construction site, left 
the baby in her care when 
they went out for work. 
Sumedha took care of him 
and wistfully thought of her 
school days.

Then, one day two 
years ago, she heard about 
mobile schools. Sumedha 
could carry her brother 
with her to the class room, 
she was told.

And she did.
Two years after leaving 

school, she was back in a 
class, poring hard over her 
now dusted textbooks.

“I am now planning 
to continue my studies 
through correspondence 

in the mobile school till 
my brother is old enough 
to join school, Sumedha 
said, as her sibling played 
beside her in the mobile 
classroom near Hatthi Park 
in Chandni Chowk.

Mobile schools work 
on a simple mantra: If 
you can’t go to school, the 
school will come to you.

Under the programme, 
f u n d e d  by  c o r p o ra t e 
houses and executed by 
two NGOs in Delhi, old 
buses are converted to 
classrooms and driven to 
residential colonies to help 
educate children.

The students are taught 
free of cost by teachers 
inside the vehicle and in 
nearby parks.

By cutting down on 
travelling distance, the stu-
dents get an opportunity 
to fulfil their other respon-
sibilities along with study-
ing,” said Sujoy Joseph, 
member of the NGO But-
terflies, which is involved 
in running mobile schools 
in parts of Delhi.

Mobile buses have been 
driving down the city for 
several years now. Those 

executing the programme 
hope that more funds will 
come in, and its current 
fleet of four buses strength-
ened in the coming years.

About 800 under-privi-
leged children from the city 
who dropped out for rea-
sons that ranged from hav-
ing to take care of smaller 
siblings to the absence of 
schools in the neighbour-
hood are being educated 
in mobile schools, Joseph 
said.

Among them is Suren-
dra Yadav, 15, who dropped 
out of school last year when 
his father died and he was 
left with the responsibility 
of supporting the family.

On his way to the con-
struction site where he 
worked, he would often see 
students boarding a shiny 
yellow bus which made 
him dream of finishing his 
education.

But he had to work, so 
he would reluctantly leave 
for the site day after day.

One day, though, he 
was spotted staring at the 
bus by a mobile school 
teacher, who urged him to 
study for three hours with 

them every day after work.
Surendra is now ap-

pearing for his Class 10 
examination and hopes to 
join a regular school from 
next year.

The mobile schools in 
Delhi cater to areas in Sadar 
Bazar, Okhla Mandi, Kash-
mere Gate and Chandni 
Chowk.

The children are picked 
up from their homes, 
taught in these schools 
from 2.00 pm to 5 pm and 
dropped back home after 
class.

Eight-year-old Sami-
ta Pandey could not join 
school because of a physi-
cal disability. Her parents 
wanted her to get formal 
education but they were 
unable to provide her with 
facilities needed for her to 
travel to a regular school 
every day.

Samita is now studying 
in a mobile school in Sadar 
Bazar.

“We got the option of 
being able to give her edu-
cation at our doorstep for 
free. We plan to teach her 
at the mobile school till she 
is old enough to manage on 

her own to attend a regu-
lar school,” Ram Pandey, 
Samita’s father, said.

The project is aimed 
at providing education to 
underprivileged children in 
slums. The mobile schools 
give children the option of 
appearing for examinations 
through a correspondence 
course or gradually join a 
regular school.

The mobile school 
project was started under 
the government’s Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan policy in 
2001. Since there was no 
provision for such schools 
under the Right to Educa-
tion Act of 2011, mobile 
schools were handed over 
to NGOs which work in 
close collaboration with 
state governments.

“Such schools help stu-
dents carry on with their 
daily lives and pursue edu-
cation too,” said Tanvir Ah-
mad, a teacher working at 
the Chandni Chowk mobile 
school.

According to the Min-
istry of Human Resource 
Development data, the na-
tional dropout rate at the 
primary level was 4.34 per 

cent in 2014-15, and 17.86 
per cent at the secondary 
level.

This innovative initia-
tive seeks to strengthen 
the existing efforts of the 
state government of Delhi 
to bring school children 
back in the education net, 
Ahmad said.

Many students with-
draw from schools to finan-
cially support their families 
but through mobile schools 
they get an opportunity to 
study daily for 3-4 hours, 
he added.

“Poverty and accessibil-
ity are the two main rea-
sons children drop out of 
schools. We try to counter 
these two factors by pro-
viding free education to 
children at their doorstep 
which acts as a bridge to 
connect them to main-
stream education,” Ahmed 
said.

The mobile school ini-
tiative in Delhi is run by 
NGO Butterflies and Magic 
Bus Foundation and sup-
ported by various corporate 
houses. There are similar 
programmes in other states 
such as Uttarakhand.

Mumbai, March 11 (IANS): 
Democracies across the 
world, including the US 
and India, are at a cross-
roads and there was a need 
to stand up against the cha-
os to protect democracy, 
Hillary Rodham Clinton 
has said. Speaking at the 
concluding session of the 
India Today Conclave 2018, 
the former US Secretary 
of State said never before 
did the world need India’s 
energy like now to speak 
against sexism, racism and 
stand up at this crossroad 
moment.

“Don’t give way to an-
ger, resentment and disap-
pointment. Stay engaged, 
speak out,” Clinton said.

She said both the US 
and India were facing seri-
ous undercurrents threat-
ening to strike at the roots 
of democracy, warning 
that US President Donald 
Trump “will damage it”.

Talking at length about 
the situation in the US post 
the 2016 US Presidential 
elections which she lost to 
realty tycoon-turned-poli-
tician Trump, Clinton said 
she did not have a problem 
with a power difference in 
her country but was wor-

ried about fewer debates 
on pertinent issues that will 
take it towards one-party 
dominance.

“That is the situation in 
Washington at present.”

She said it was “the first 
ever reality TV election” in 
the history of the US.

“Reality TV because a 
person who is the most out-
rageous and prone to say 
incorrect things gets away 
with it, drawing big rank-
ings. Many people were, 
unfortunately, attracted to 
such diatribes.”

Clinton counted the 
reaction against the immi-
grants as one of the reasons 
behind Trump’s win.

She said the US has im-
migrants from Latin Amer-
ica, India and China who 
are hard working and law 
abiding but Trump’s cam-
paign of ‘Make America 
Great Again’ was backward.

“I won from the places 
which has 2/3rd share in 
the gross domestic prod-
uct.”

She also admitted that 
a smear campaign was on, 
saying she was going to 
jail. “That stopped my mo-
mentum and decreased my 
votes.”

Jaipur, March 11 (PTI): 
In a significant political 
development ahead of 
the Assembly elections 
in Rajasthan slated to be 
held later his year, Na-
tional People’s Party MLA 
Kirodi Lal Meena, who 
had left the BJP in 2008, 
has decided to rejoin the 
saffron party. 

The leader, who is seen 
as the patriarch of the 
Meena community, held 
a meeting with state Wa-
ter Resources Minister 
Rampratap at the latter’s 
residence in presence of 
Transport Minister Yu-
nus Khan and Agriculture 
Minister Prabhu Lal Saini, 
which went on till late last 
night.

A f t e r  t h e  m e e t -
ing, when he was asked 
whether it was a “home-
coming” for him, Meena 
said, “Yes, it is happening. 

I have conveyed my points 
to the party.”

The BJP’s state presi-
dent Ashok Parnami said 
his party’s national lead-
ership has been informed 
about it, but since they 
were busy yesterday, the 
decision could not be an-
nounced.

“We will follow the di-
rections from the central 
leadership as and when 
we receive a message on 
their decision,” he said.

“Meena would com-
plete formalities to join 
and merge the party (NPP) 
with the BJP today,” his 
spokesperson said.

NPP has four MLAs 
-- Kirodi Lal Meena (from 
Lalsot), his wife Golma 
Devi, (from Rajgarh-Lax-
mangarh), Geeta Verma 
(from Sikrai) and Navin 
Pilania (from Amber).\

Three of them may 

join the BJP, but Navin Pi-
lania is unlikely to join the 
ruling party in Rajasthan.

Kirodi Lal Meena (66) 
had left the BJP in 2008. In 
that year’s Assembly elec-
tions he got elected as In-
dependent candidate. His 
wife Golma Devi also won 
in the polls as Independ-
ent and became a minister 
of state in the then Ashok 
Gehlot government.

In the 2009 Lok Sabha 
polls, Meena got elected 
as Independent candi-
date. In 2013, he joined 
the NPP and became its 
state convener. The party 
won four seats in 2013-As-
sembly elections.

Of the 200 assembly 
constituencies in Rajas-
than, there are more than 
40 seats mostly in eastern 
and southern parts of the 
state which are dominated 
by the Meena community.

PTI
French President Emmanuel Macron along with First Lady Brigitte Macron during their visit to Taj Mahal in 
Agra on Sunday. 

PTI
Rajasthan Chief Minister Vasundhara Raje exchanges a bouquet with NPP leader and MLA Kirori Lal Meena 
and his wife Golma Devi as they join the Bhartiya Janta Party at BJP Office in Jaipur on Sunday.

Greater heights
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Personnel of the 32nd Assam Rifles helping out during the IPPI. 

District officers administer vaccine drops for polio during the immunisation camp.   

Children wait with their mothers at a polio vaccination booth in Tuensang.  

A tot receives a dose of the polio vaccine in Kohima during the immunisation campaign.   

Kohima wards wonder why Smarty City project has gone quiet
‘Centre has released INR 107 cr. Is it being used?’

Round-two battle of annual polio campaign begins across Nagaland

Dimapur, March 11 (EMN): 
A group of ward ‘panchayat’ 
authorities in Kohima town 
is wondering why the once 
much-hyped ‘smart city’ 
project for the capital town  
has gone “eerily quiet” and 
“what is going on” with the 
ambitious, big-money de-
velopment venture.  

The Association of Ko-
hima Municipal Wards Pan-
chayat (AKMWP) issued a 
press release on Sunday ask-
ing whether the project had 

gone into ‘hibernation.’ The 
organisation added another 
qualm to it: whether the 
fund for the project was be-
ing utilized and work being  
undertaken. 

“Of late, Kohima Smart 
City Project is eerily quiet. 
Public-private partnership 
and consultations appears 
to have gone into hiberna-
tion and the denizens are 
left to wonder what is going 
on and if any good will come 
of it,” the association stated. 

“In this regard, we are 
given to understand that the 
central government has re-
leased its share of funds, Rs. 
107 crores for the project. 
Subsequently, the Finance 
deptt. accorded clearance 
and had made it avail-
able for the implementing 
agency Kohima Smart City 
Development Corporation 
Limited through the munic-
ipal affairs dept. in the first 
half of 2017AD,” the press 
release stated. 

Even after a lapse of 
about one year, the wards 
explained, “The masses are 
left wondering if the funds 
are utilized and works ex-
ecuted.” Convinced that 
“time and tide waits for no 
man,” the organisation felt 
that the ‘much promising’ 
Kohima Smart City Project 
ought not to be allowed to 
“fade away without produc-
ing results.”

The association ex-
plained that the Kohima 

Smart City Project had 
caused “much excitement 
and raised expectations of 
the masses that the state 
capital is all set to be trans-
formed and to catch up with 
the more advanced, scien-
tifically developed, planned 
cities, sooner than later.”

The public, it stated, 
awaits eagerly ‘practical im-
plementation’ of the project 
“but do not notice any tan-
gible progress, so far.” Here, 
the association said it had 

organized a “mass social 
work” in Kohima “to satisfy a 
key requirement of the smart 
city project i.e., ‘partnership 
and participation of the pub-
lic’ and to secure declaration 
of the Kohima Smart City 
Project at the earliest. 

The AKMWP and its con-
stituent individual panchay-
ats have accorded consider-
able attention and time. on 
requests of the authority,the 
Panchayats had also put ef-
forts in preparing and for-

warding well considered 
smart city proposals best 
suited and required in their 
respective wards. 

“We encourage the con-
cerned authorities to reded-
icate themselves and pursue 
the matter on a war footing. 
The AKMWP also congratu-
lates the Peoples Demo-
cratic Alliance government 
of Nagaland and appeals for 
their considered attention 
to this matter,” the associa-
tion added by way of appeal.

Dimapur, March 11 
(EMN):  The annual vac-
cination programme 
against polio called the 
Intensified Pulse Polio 
Immunization (IPPI) has 
begun in Nagaland. Vari-
ous healthcare agencies 
and regional authorities 
entrusted with the task 
undertook vaccination 
camps across the state on 
Sunday. 

Health agencies is-
sued press releases offer-
ing updates about their 
activities related with 
the immunisation pro-
gramme, stated to be the 
second of phases.  
Mokokchung district
Mokokchung district 
gave its bit too for the 
campaign against polio 
virus. The healthcare au-
thorities of the district 
launched the second 
phase of the IPPI drive 
across the region on Sun. 

Mar. 11. At the launch of 
the programme at Imlong 
Place in Mokokchung, the 
District Polio Officer Dr. 
Yanger gave a brief intro-
duction about the IPPI.  

Speaking during the 
occasion, the deupty 
commissioner of the dis-
trict, Sachin Jaiswal, told 
the gathering said that 
there was ‘no recorded 
polio case in India but the 
bOPV vaccine is given to 
children below five years 
to retain polio free coun-
try as there are cases in the 
neighbouring countries 
and it might be imported 
through migration.’

The administrator 
urged the medical per-
sonnel to ensure ‘100% 
vaccine coverage of tar-
geted children under 
IPPI’ by deploying ad-
equate manpower, mate-
rials, and equipment to 
administer polio drops at 
the doorstep of citizens of 

the district.
The deputy commis-

sioner launched the pro-
gramme by administering 
the first vaccine drops to 
a child. 202 booths have 
been set up to immunize 
9629 children, it was in-
formed.

The authorities have 
informed that 8473 chil-
dren were immunized 
during the first day of 
the campaign. House-to-
house surveys and immu-
nization activities would 
be undertaken on Mar. 12 
and the 13th for “left out 
children.”
Dimapur 
Likewise it was for Di-
mapur where the second 
round of Intensive Pulse 
Polio Immunization (Po-
lio) was carried out on 
Sunday in the business 
district of the state. 

On the 11th, 517 
booths across the district 

will be set up to admin-
ister two drop polio of 
children between the ages 
of zero and five years, up-
dates from the district’s 
healthcare authorities in-
formed on Sunday. House 
to house polio vaccina-
tion will also be carried 
out during the rest of the 
week to immunize chil-
dren who were missed in 
the day’s event.  During 
the first round of the IPPI 
held in January, Dimapur 
district achieved 102% 
coverage, the updates in-
formed.

Although in India, the 
last case of polio was re-
corded in 2011 and the 
country being declared 
Polio-Free since 2014, 
the government of India 
continues to launch anti-
polio programs to “main-
tain the polio eradication 
from the country and In-
dia continues to maintain 
a strict polio surveillance 
system.” 

Dr. K Vikato Kinimi, 
chief medical officer of 
Dimapur and Dr. Rebec-
ca, district immunization 
officer, have expressed 
appreciation to all the 
medical staff and volun-
teers for their support; 
volunteers Anganwadi 
workers, Lion’s Club of Di-
mapur, Rotary Club of Di-
mapur; the 165th military 
division at Rangapahar, 
the Central Reserve Police 
Force, the 32nd Assam Ri-
fle, and other individuals 
‘for the constant co-op-
eration and contribution 
towards sustaining polio 
eradication from the dis-
trict.’
Tuensang
A health agency, the Tu-
ensang District Health 
Society (TDHS), also en-
gaged in second round 
of the IPPI in all the eight 
blocks of the district. Up-
dates from the organisa-
tion informed on Sunday 
that the immunisation 
programme was to cover 
an estimated 27,553 chil-
dren below five years of 
age, it was informed. 

In Tuensang Dr. 
Thungchanpeni Patton, 
district immunisation of-
ficer, administered the 
first polio vaccine drops 
at the Chaba School 
booth centre, the up-

dates informed. The de-
partment has mobilised 
1,250 vaccinators with 50 
supervisors of the event. 
It has also organised 247 
polio booths centre in the 
district, it added.
Kohima
The immunization cam-
paign was conducted in 
Kohima district too on 
Sunday.                                           

A press release in-
formed that the IPPI had 
been a “regular activity  
with a goal to eradicate 
polio in the country.” In-
dia is free from polio since 
2011 and the disease has 
been eradicated, the up-
dates stated. Nonethe-
less, the health authori-
ties have cautioned that 
‘India remains at high risk 
till the whole world is free 
of wild polio virus.’ The 
country would be free 
from Polio with collective 
support from the citizen, 
the updates stated.

A target to immunise 
37808 children aged five 
years and under has been 
set for Kohima district, 
it was informed. Four 
‘mobile polio teams’ will 
be visiting transit points 
such as bus stations and 
taxi stands in the district 
for the next two days 
i.e., the 12th  and 13th of 
March to immunise chil-
dren, it was informed.
Assam Rifles does its bit 
for the cause 
Besides district health-
care agencies , the Assam 
Rifles of the Inspector 
General of Assam Rifles 
(north) conducted a pulse 
polio drive at various lo-
cations across the state of 
Nagaland on Mar. 11. The 
security force set up med-
ical camps and kiosks at 
its hospital locations and 
civil areas, a press release 
informed. The person-
nel held immunisation 
camps in Medziphema 
and Jalukie, Kiphire, and 
Dimapur and Zunheboto, 
it was informed. 3346 
children  including de-
pendents of the security 
force were administered 
polio drops during the 
drive, it was informed. 
Wokha 
In Wokha, the district’s 
health authorities in-
formed that a total of 
17590 children of the age 
zero to five years would 

be targeted for immu-
nization. A press release 
from the district’s author-
ities  informed that 160 
polio booths, five transit 
teams, and one mobile 

team along with  30 su-
pervisors, have been ar-
ranged for intensive mon-
itoring and supervision to 
successfully carry out the 
programme. Health work-

ers, transit team, and the 
supervisors will be visit-
ing houses for “left outs” 
on Mar. 12 and the 13 in 
the urban and rural areas, 
the updates added.
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Newly sworn-in Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad Sangma addresses a press conference in Shillong, 
Meghalaya.

Thongam Biswajit Singh inaugurating the Challou river bridge on Sun. March 11.

The religious tour team outside the Lotus Temple in Delhi

An infant  being administered polio drops in one of the pulse polio drop 
kiosks in Manipur

A resource person speaking during the workshop 

Meghalaya CM Conrad Sangma 
to seek trust vote on Monday 

Manipur minister inaugurates 
bridge over river Challou

Govt. welfare schemes overlap PLA - ITA Karbi students’ general 
conference underway 

AR assists in phase-II pulse 
polio campaign in Manipur

Take steps to end rampant poaching, 
Maneka tells Meghalaya CM

Workshop on jhum cultivation concludes at MorehManipur women’s ‘religious 
tour’ reaches New Delhi

Eight GNLA rebels to surrender in Meghalaya

Officials visit Nagaland-Karbi Anglong border 

Shillong, March 11 (IANS): 
Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad Sangma will face 
a floor test at a special 
session of the Assembly 
on Monday to prove his 
majority, officials said on 
Sunday.
Prior to Sangma prov-
ing his majority in the 
60-member House, Pro-
tem Speaker Timothy Dal-
bot Shira will preside over 
the session to elect the 
Speaker of the newly con-
stituted tenth Meghalaya 
Assembly.
Former Chief Minister 
Donkupar Roy of the rul-
ing Meghalaya Democrat-
ic Alliance (MDA) gov-
ernment and opposition 
Congress legislator Win-
nerson D. Sangma are in 
the race to occupy the top 
post of the Assembly.
Roy, the longest serv-
ing legislator, is also the 
President of the United 
Democratic Party, which 
is the key partner in the 
National People’s Party-led 
government. Sangma is 
a two-time Congress leg-
islator from Salmanpara 
constituency in the West 
Garo Hills.

Our Correspondent 
Imphal, March 11 (EMN): 
Manipur Works Min-
ister Thongam Biswajit 
Singh inaugurated the 
Challou River Bridge in 
the presence of Chingai 
MLA Khashim Vashum 
at Ukhrul district on Sun. 
March 11. 
The bridge, connecting 
Chingai (Kungai) and Tu-
som Manipur, was con-
structed under NLCPR at 
a cost of INR 299.92 lakhs. 

Addressing the inaugu-
ral function at the bridge 
site, Minister Biswajit ex-
plained the correlation 
between good connectiv-
ity and economic develop-
ment of the state. 

He also stressed that 
improving the quality of 
communication is a pri-

ority of the present gov-
ernment. He said that 
communication gap con-
tributes to disunity among 
the communities.

The Minister said that 
the ‘Go to the Hills’ slogan 
of the present government 
was introduced with the 
main objective of bringing 
equal development in the 
hills and the valley areas of 
the state.

He said that the present 
government has no inten-
tion to claim the inaugu-
ration of the bridge as its 
achievement. 

The minister also said 
that the Challou river 
bridge is an important 
bridge in the area and will 
connect interior villages 
namely Kungai, Tusom 
CV, New Tusom, Wahong, 

Soraphung to Chingai Sub 
Division Head Quarter 
and district Head Quarter 
Ukhrul.

Responding to appeals 
made by the village au-
thorities through mem-
orandums submitted to 
him, the Minister assured 
installation of a 33/11 KV 
sub-station in the area at 
the earliest. 

He also gave assurance 
to ensure completion of 
the laying of second WBM 
of the six roads under PM-
GSY which is Chingai to Tu-
som Pt I, II and III. He also 
explained various schemes 
of the government includ-
ing UJALA, PMGSY, etc. 
Minister Biswajit also in-
spected a bridge on Chal-
lou River located between 
Tusom and Chingai.

Tezpur (Assam), March 11 (PTI): 
The Indian Tea Association (ITA) 
Chairman Azam Monem has 
said that the application of full 
cover of the government s welfare 
schemes in tea estates cannot be 
institutionalised due to the Plan-
tations Labour Act (PLA) which 
overlaps these schemes.

The amendment to the PLA, 
which is on the anvil, envisages 
wider application of the govern-
ment’s social welfare schemes 
on housing, health, education, 
drinking water in tea gardens, he 
said at the 128th general meet-
ing of Assam branch of the ITA 
yesterday.

“We have represented to the 
Ministry of Labour that the cost 
of maintenance of such facili-
ties created from these schemes 
should not be vested on the man-
agement particularly where such 

facilities already exist under PLA 
as this would further add to cost,” 
Monem said.

“It is imperative to ensure 
that a sustainable wage struc-
ture exists in tea industry for 
its long term viability,” the ITA 
chief said.

He said that the adversities for 
climate change had increased the 
industry s dependence on irriga-
tion and investments on creation 
of irrigation infrastructure had 
gone up substantially.

“We need solutions that are 
affordable and durable,” he said.

Later interacting with the 
media, the ITA chairman said Or-
thodox Tea produced by the local 
growers should be encouraged to 
commercialise their produce with 
the tag of India Tea logo.

The Chairman of the Assam 
Branch of Indian Tea Association 

(ABITA) A H Choudhry said the 
increasing cost of production was 
a matter of concern. Input costs 
had significantly gone up in terms 
of electricity, fuel, plant protec-
tion chemicals and irrigation. 

“Wage and employment cost 
constitute 60 per cent of produc-
tion and is going up. The wage 
agreements have since expired 
and enhancement of wages 
of workers is on the anvil...we 
expect that the wage quantum 
would be so fixed that the indus-
try would be capable to sustain,” 
he said.

Speaking at the function, 
principal Power Secretary Jishnu 
Baruah said adequate service 
to the people through proper 
distribution of power among the 
consumers was the prime duty 
of the power sector of the state 
government.

Our correspondent 
Diphu, March 11 (EMN): A three-day 
programme of the Karbi Students 
Association (KSA)-Bijoy Bey faction 
45th annual general conference got 
underway at Ritpi Aklam (Salona) 
Amguri LP School playground in 
Vothatlangso of West Karbi Anglong 
on March 9. 

The conference commenced by 
hoisting of the KSA flag by association 
president Bijoy Bey. 

North East Dialogue Forum mem-
ber, Jenison in his address said ‘due 
multi- companies being set up in 
Northeast region and written memo-
randum of understanding with the 
government, Northeast people were 
deceived with huge sum of profit 
which led to the deprivation of the 
indigenous property by looting their 
property.’

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 1 
(EMN): As part of the na-
tional aim of a polio free 
country, Battalions un-
der 9 Sector Assam Rifles 
contributed towards the 
campaign by establishing 
Pulse Polio centres. Pulse 
Polio drop administration 
kiosks were established by 
the battalions at Thoubal, 
Yairipok, Keithalmanbi and 
Mantripukhri.
 A total of 250 children 
were administered polio 
drops. The locals have 
expressed their grati-
tude to the Assam Rifles 
for facilitating the out-
reach of the National 
programme.

11 Assam Rifles under 
the aegis of Headquarter 
26 Sector Assam Rifles also 
organised a pulse polio im-
munisation camp at Moreh 
on March 11. 

Shillong, March 11 (PTI): 
Union minister Maneka 
Gandhi today urged new 
Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad K Sangma to end 
“rampant” poaching in the 
state, which she alleged 
was pushing some endan-
gered species to the brink 
of extinction.

Gandhi cited the exam-
ple of the Western Hoolock 
Gibbon species, in par-
ticular, and said they were 
highly endangered, due 
to unchecked poaching in 
Meghalaya.

“Meghalaya has ram-
pant poaching. Most wild 
animals and birds are en-
dangered because of un-
checked poaching. You 
have the Western Hoolock 
Gibbon which is the only 
Great Ape in India. IGan-
dhi said that in the last 
year alone, as many as 11 
Hoolock Gibbons were re-

portedly killed in the state, 
especially in the Garo Hills 
region. She, however, said 
that for the past few years, 
a French national and his 
NGO, ‘Huro Program-Meg-
halaya’, has been working 
for the upkeep of the en-
dangered ape species by 
setting up rescue centres in 
the Garo Hills.

Gandhi, who is a found-
er member of the animal 
protection group, People 
for Animals (PFA), also crit-
icised Meghalaya’s “high 
inactive” forest department 
officials and called on the 
state government to act 
tough against them.

Stating that Meghalaya 
could benefit from wild 
life tourism, she expressed 
willingness to send trained 
NGOs to organise work-
shops with local rangers 
and forest guards in the 
state.

Our Correspondent              
Moreh, March 11 (EMN): 
Drying up of streams in 
Manipur is a serious con-
cern considering its im-
portance in maintaining 
the water security for the 
state’s population, accord-
ing to experts. 
“So time has come to look 
into such issues in order to 
address the grievances of 
the people,” says Deputy 
Director Dr T Brajakumar 
of state Environment de-
partment. “While we are 
discussing about the glo-
bal water issues, we have 
already started to witness 
water scarcity problems 
in and around some loca-
tions.”
 Dr Brajakumar was speak-
ing during the two-day 
workshop on “Empower-
ing Jhumias with secure 
livelihood: A challenge of 
Ecological Governance” 
at the trade centre hall at 
Moreh, the border town 
of Manipur located about 
110 km south of Imphal. 
The workshop concluded 
on Sun. March 11.

T h e  o f f i c e r  a l s o 

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 1 
(EMN): The religious tour 
comprising of 16 Meitei 
women on their first day 
of visit to Delhi visited 
the famous Lotus Temple. 
They also visited the Ak-
shardham Temple which 
is a symbol of traditional 
Hindu and Indian Culture 

with glimpses of historic 
spirituality and architec-
ture.
The team on their second 
day of visit in Delhi visited 
Birla temple, Chhatarpur 
Temple and Yogmaya 
Temple. This visit not only 
helped the tour members 
in gaining knowledge on 

ancient Hindu architec-
ture, but also gave them an 
insight to the rich cultural 
heritage of our country.
The religious tour team 
will be visiting various re-
ligious places in Delhi, 
Agra and Mathura besides 
meeting prominent per-
sonalities.

Tura (Meghalaya), March 11 (IANS): As 
many as eight rebels of the outlawed 
Garo National Liberation Army (GNLA) 
are set to surrender before Meghalaya 
Home Minister James Sangma on Mon-
day, an official said on Sunday.

The eight rebels -- Klubirth Sangma 
alias Keke, Chonbirth Ch. Marak, Rahul 
S. Sangma alias Nikam, Sujit G. Momin 
alias Roben, Hendison M. Sangma alias 
Newak, Barningstone S. Sangma alias 
William, Thangkam Ch. Momin alias 
Bilwat, Pinbil Ch. Marak alias Churik 
-- were once the close aides of Sohan 
Dalbot Shira, the military wing chief of 
the GNLA.

“They gave themselves up to the po-
lice authorities at Akelgre village in East 
Garo Hills. They will officially surrender 
to Home Minister tomorrow at the police 
headquarters in Shillong,” Ringrang Mo-
min, the district police chief said.

The group is expected to lay down 
two AK-56, INSAS rifle, SMG (subma-

chine gun), .22 air rifle, .22 pistol, among 
a huge cache of ammunition before the 
Home Minister.

He said the rebels had been with 
Shira during the gunfight with Special 
Force (SF-10) commandos at Sudugre 
area in Meghalays’s East Garo Hills. Shira 
was shot dead.

Shira was wanted in several cases 
of murder, kidnapping, bombings and 
extortion in Garo Hills, besides the killing 
of Nationalist Congress Party candidate 
(NCP), Jonathone Sangma on February 
18.

Sangma was killed along with his 
bodyguard and two party workers in 
an Improvised Explosive Device (IED) 
explosion in East Garo Hills when their 
convoy was returning from an assembly 
election campaign.

Polling for 59 out of the state’s 60 as-
sembly seats was held on February 27. 
The election to one seat was counter-
manded following the killing of Sangma.

Our correspondent 
Diphu, March 11 (EMN): 
To fortify the protection 
of the forest bordering 
Nagaland and Karbi An-
glong, the superintend-

ent of police, Dr. GV Siva 
Prasad along with team 
of police officials, PWD 
engineers and Forest of-
ficial visited Daldali For-
est Reserve under Forest 

Sangma was sworn in as 
the 12th Chief Minister 
of Meghalaya on March 
6 after six non-Congress 
parties, include one Inde-
pendent came together 
and formed the Megha-
laya Democratic Alliance 
coalition government.
“ T h e  M D A  i s  c o n f i -
dent that its nominee 

Donkupar Roy will be 
elected as the Speaker 
of the Assembly and the 
Chief Minister will prove 
that he enjoys absolute 
majority in the Assembly,” 
Home Minister James 
Sangma told IANS.
He said the six-party 
MDA coalition includes 
19 members from the Na-

tional People’s Party, six 
from the United Demo-
cratic Party, four from the 
the People’s Democratic 
Front, two each from the 
Hill State People’s Demo-
cratic Party (HSPDP) and 
the BJP, one from the Na-
tionalist Congress Party 
besides one Independent.
The NPP, which won 19 

assembly seats in the just 
concluded polls, is the 
second largest party af-
ter the Congress with 21 
seats.
Meghalaya is another 
state, after Manipur and 
Goa, where the Congress 
has not been able to forge 
a post-poll alliance with 
any of the regional parties 
despite emerging as the 
single-largest party.
“We are hoping against 
hope (Speaker’s election). 
There are a few friends at 
the other side and let us 
see tomorrow,” former Ex-
cise Minister and Congress 
Spokesperson, Zenith M. 
Sangma told IANS.
Lone Khun Hyniewtrep 
Na t i o n a l  Aw a k e n i n g 
Movement legislator Adel-
bert Nongrum and two In-
dependents, S.K. Sun and 
Lambor Malngiang, are yet 
to declare their support for 
any of the two candidates.
Polling for 59 of the state’s 
60 assembly seats was 
held on February 27. The 
election to one seat was 
countermanded following 
the killing of a Nationalist 
Congress Party candidate 
Johnathone Sangma.

i n f o r m e d  t h a t  6 4 
streams(heads)out of 95 
streams and Singda dam 
water reservoir which 
feeds a large population of 
Imphal town  have already 
dried up in the last 42 years 
(till 2016) while only about 
31 streams survives. 

Former member NE 
region vision, DoNER, 
Government of India Prof 

N Mohendro Singh, In 
his speech, Prof Mohen-
dro said that livelihood of 
the villagers involved in 
shifting (jhum) cultivation 
has been affected tremen-
dously (because of the 
changing development 
and urbanisation process 
across the state). 

But those involved in 
jhum cultivation cannot 

become a trader over-
night. It will take time so 
we need to develop foun-
dation of economy. 

Thus competition is 
very tough with the pro-
posed arrival of govern-
ment’s Act East policy in 
the region particularly in 
Manipur’s border town 
Moreh. 

“You cannot take up 

development activities in 
isolation as development 
needs connectivity,” he 
opined.

 In his speech, Deputy 
Commissioner Raghu-
mani of Tengnoupal dis-
trict expressed the need to 
have better convergence 
(among line departments) 
for a better livelihood. 

On the other hand, 
Deputy Director Dr T 
Brajakumar of state en-
vironment department 
highlighted the activities 
taken up by the state En-
vironment department in 
association with 22 con-
cerned line departments, 
25 nongovernmental or-
ganisations experts and 
others since 2011 to frame 
154 action plans to deal 
with various kinds liveli-
hood and other climate 
change issues under eight 
different sectors. 

To revise the action 
plan, he sought comment, 
opinion, experience and 
suggestions from the con-
cerned stakeholders in-
cluding the general popu-
lation. 

The Pulse Polio booths 
were set up at No 2 Gate 
and No 1 Gate, Moreh in 
which 131 children upto 
five years of age and 10 
children above five years of 
age were vaccinated with 

polio drops. 141 children 
were vaccinated. The gen-
eral populace appreciated 
the effort of 11 Assam Rifles 
for its endeavour to keep 
children healthy and free 
from Polio.

West division in Dhansiri 
constituency on March 9. 
 Karbi Anglong Autono-
mous Council (KAAC) au-
thority has decided to set 
up two Forest beat office 
at Tengnanglangso near 
16 Pillar and between Tar-
oibari near Kashiram and 
Rangapahar under Forest 
West division.

It may be mentioned 
that various social and 
students organisations 
including Karbi  Stu-
dents Association (KSA), 
Students Youth Council 
(SYC) and others have 
submitted memorandum 
to the higher authority 
for immediate solution 
to the inter-state border 
issue.
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India will be a fantastic market 
in next 5 years, says Ericsson

SBI, UCO Bank look 
for buyers to clear-off 
INR 1,245 crore NPAs

AI completes Boeing deal, takes delivery of 23rd Boeing 777

Digital-only media 
consumers to reach 4 mn-
mark by 2020 – Report

Trump threatens to impose tax on European cars 

Volkswagen to 
recall 33,142 
vehicles in China
Beijing, March 11 (IANS):  
German car manufacturer 
Volkswagen is set to recall 
33,142 vehicles in China 
after detecting faulty 
drain valves, the Chinese 
General Administration 
of Quality Supervision, 
Inspection and Quarantine 
on Saturday.

The car maker has 
filed a plan to recall the 
Touareg models manufac-
tured between December 
2014 and November 2017, 
the reports Xinhua news 
agency.

Engines of the 
vehicles to be recalled 
were equipped with drain 
valves that do not allow 
water to drain properly, 
and thus lead to possible 
safety problems.

The company will start 
the recall from April 30. 

At the end of Febru-
ary, the joint subsidiary 
of Volkswagen and the 
Chinese manufacturer 
First Automobile Works 
already announced the 
recall of a total of 430,388 
vehicles - models Bora and 
Wei - due to defects in the 
engine.

In September 2017, 
Volkswagen also recalled 
1.8 million cars in China 
due to a problem in the 
fuel pump control units. 

New Delhi, March 11 (PTI): 
With ongoing consolida-
tion, low-cost innova-
tions and willingness to 
be part of global technol-
ogy landscape, India will 
be a “fantastic market” in 
the coming five years, as 
per Swedish telecom gear 
maker Ericsson.

“India is going through 
consolidation which other 
markets have seen. At the 
end of this consolidation, 
with our investment in 
cost innovations and In-
dia trying to participate 
in global technology race, 
I see India becoming a 
fantastic market in com-
ing 5 years for us. But these 
three things have to come 
together, Nishant Batra, 
head of product area net-
work infrastructure at Eric-
sson told PTI.

He said that Ericsson 
has not performed well 
in India in recent times 
because of the tremen-
dous change that has taken 
place with entry of new 

telecom operator Reliance 
Jio, but the country still 
presents unique oppor-
tunity.

“Consolidation makes 
an impact but it also gives 
you one fundamental of 
the market which is that 
market is not sustaina-
ble with 7-8 players be-
cause there is not enough 
margin for 7-8 players. In 
most countries, it would 
take 15-20 years, but in 
India Reliance came and 
consolidation happened 
much faster. Reliance con-
solidated the market ei-
ther directly or indirectly,” 
Batra said.

India is expected to 
see only five mobile serv-
ice providers operators in 
second half of this year-- 
Bharti Airtel, Idea-Voda-
fone merged entity, Reli-
ance Jio, state-run telecom 
firm BSNL and MTNL. 
Tata Teleservices, Telenor 
India and Tikona Digital 
are in process of merging 
with Airtel, while Videocon 

Telecom has already sold 
it mobile spectrum to the 
telecom merger.

Debt-ridden Reliance 
Communications has shut 
down it voice telephony 
business and signed an 
agreement to sell mobile 
business assets to Reli-
ance Jio. Aircel has filed for 
bankruptcy.

“I am excited to see 
India with consolidated 
healthy operators versus 8 
suffering operators. It will 
be a bonus for us if India 
starts to be a joint driver in 
technology because then 

we will get a leg-up,” Batra 
said.

To be successful on 
technology space, India 
will have to cooperate and 
collaborate with global test 
beds, he added.

“This industry is built 
on scale. Every infrastruc-
ture business, not just tel-
ecom, is built on scale. I 
see few good indigenous 
technologies coming from 
India, but we also need 
to complement that with 
total cooperation and 
collaboration with global 
standards,” he said.

Batra said India is a key 
market for the company as 
it is one of the four markets 
that can give high scale of 
business.

“The way infrastruc-
ture is built and the way we 
make investments is that 
we would scale, and that 
comes from China, India, 
Japan and the US. There 
is practically no big mar-
ket in terms of volume. In 
the US we are the biggest 

already. In Japan we have 
had a very good trajectory, 
China we have an artificial 
sealing to work with. So In-
dia is the country where we 
have no artificial sealing 
and still there is growth,” 
he said.

Batra said that even af-
ter ongoing consolidation, 
operators in India have 
not stopped spending in 
capacities due to competi-
tion.

“Wherever consoli-
dation happens, there is 
period of cautious invest-
ments. Then there are 
more healthy operators 
at the end of it, which in 
turn is good for invest-
ments. Healthier operator 
are better customers for us 
eventually,” he said.

He said that Ericsson 
will focus on cost innova-
tion for India irrespective 
of level of consolidation 
as even after consolida-
tion price elasticity of the 
market continues to be at 
similar levels.

Washington, March 11 
(PTI): US President Donald 
Trump has threatened to 
impose a hefty import duty 
on European cars if the 
European Union retaliates 
against his steep tariffs on 
aluminum and steel.

Earlier this week, Trump 
officially announced tariffs 
of 25 per cent on steel and 
10 per cent on aluminum, 
despite major opposition 
from his own party, trig-
gering a possible trade war 
with China and Europe.

The EU threatened 
an “arsenal” of retaliatory 
measures when the tariffs 
were first proposed, includ-
ing imposing import tariffs 
on products made in red 
districts. Trump threatened 
to tax European-made cars 
if they retaliated against the 
aluminum and steel tariffs 
with their own taxes on US 
imports like Harley David-
son motorcycles, bourbon 
and blue jeans.

“The European Union, 
wonderful countries who 

treat the US very badly on 
trade, are complaining 
about the tariffs on steel 
and aluminum,” Trump 
said in a tweet Saturday.

“If they drop their hor-
rific barriers and tariffs on 
US products going in, we 
will likewise drop ours. Big 
deficit. If not, we tax cars 
etc. FAIR!” Trump said in 
a tweet.

During a joint White 
House news conference 
with visiting Swedish Prime 
Minister Stefan Lofven, the 
European Union has been 

particularly tough on the 
US.

The European Union, 
Trump rued, makes it al-
most impossible for the US 
to do business with them. 
And yet they send their cars 
and everything else back 
into the US, he said.

“And they can do what-
ever they like, but if they 
do that, then we put a big 
tax of 25 per cent on their 
cars, and believe me, they 
won’t be doing it very long,” 
Trump asserted.

“The European Union 

Mumbai, March 11 (PTI): Dis-
investment-bound flag carrier 
Air India has taken delivery of 
its 23rd and the last Boeing 777 
plane which can be used in ultra-
long haul routes, and thus also 
completing its 68 aircraft orders 
placed with the US plane-maker 
more than a decade ago.

The last B777-300 ER, which 
can carry almost 300 passengers 

and bearing registration number 

VT-ALX, landed at the Indira Gan-
dhi international airport in the 
Capital yesterday, an airline source 
said. Air India took the delivery of 
the last 777 aircraft from the Seattle 
facility of Boeing on Thursday and 
it was scheduled to arrive in New 
Delhi on Friday, the source added.

“But as the pilot who was to 
ferry the aircraft suffered a cardiac 
attack on board Air India’s New 
Delhi-San Francisco flight (on 

which he was the co-pilot), the air-
craft arrived with a one-day delay,” 
the source said.

An Air India spokesperson con-
firmed the induction of the last and 
the 23rd 777s from the 68 orders it 
had placed with Boeing in 2006.

On March 5, Air India flight 
AI 173 from New Delhi to San 
Francisco carrying 215 passengers 
was diverted to the airport in Sap-
poro, which is the capital city of 

the northern Japanese island of 
Hokkaido, due to a medical emer-
gency. As part of its fleet upgrada-
tion and expansion plans, Air India 
had in 2006 placed orders with 
Boeing for 68 aircraft --27 Dream-
liners, 15 B777-300ERs, eight B777-
200 LRs and 18 B-737-800s.

Of these 50 planes were for Air 
India and remaining 18 (B737s) for 
its international budget arm Air 
India Express.

New Delhi, March 11 (PTI): 
Fuelled by increasing 
smartphone penetration 
and affordable data pricing 
in the country, the number 
of “digital only consumers” 
of content is set to more 
than double to 4 million by 
2020, a report by Ficci-EY 
has said.

The report titled ‘Re-
imagining India’s M&E 
sector’ estimates that there 
are around 1-1.5 million 
“digital only consumers” 
in India today, who do not 
normally use traditional 
media.

“...this customer base 
(is expected) to grow to 
around 4 million by 2020 
and generate significant 
digital subscription rev-
enues for the media and 
entertainment (M&E) sec-
tor,” it added.

It noted that the pro-
liferation of digital infra-
structure will enable shifts 
in consumption patterns, 
which will be based not 
as much on geographic, 
gender and age criteria but 
more on the ability to pay.

Tactical digital con-
sumers -- who consume 
both paid television (cable 

and DTH) and have at least 
one OTT subscription (like 
Netflix, Hotstar or Amazon 
Prime Video) or are driven 
by sachet pricing of con-
tent -- would provide high 
volume-lower value sub-
scription base to content 
distributors.

“This segment could, 
on the back of digital and 
micro payment systems 
being rolled out in the 
country, reach as high as 
20 million households 
by 2020 (from six million 
now),” the report said.

By 2020, India is ex-
pected to become the sec-
ond largest online video 
viewing audience globally, 
given by the exponential 
growth of video consump-
tion over digital media.

By 2020, the largest 
segment of consumers 
will consume traditional 
media (either pay or free) 
and free OTT (over the 
top) content on the back 
of falling data charges and 
growing free Wi-Fi access.

“We expect these con-
sumers to cross 500 million 
by 2020. Over time, a por-
tion of these consumers 
could start paying for small 

bites of content using their 
UPI and BHIM mobile 
apps,” the report said.

Overall, the M&E in-
dustry is poised to touch 
USD 31 billion by 2020.

“With the fall in broad-
band pricing triggered by 
Jio, the gap between the 
cost of watching an hour 
of TV on broadband and 
traditional cable or DTH 
has significantly reduced,” 
it said.

It also pointed that in-
creasing affordability of 
smartphones along with 
availability of data packs 
providing 1.5 GB per day 
for around Rs 5, have made 
it affordable for consumers 
to watch content on the go.

While currently, it is 
still more expensive to 
watch TV using broadband 
(than traditional routes 
like cable TV), the fall in 
broadband price pose a 
threat to the cable and 
DTH industry.

“A number of distribu-
tion companies are in-
vesting in broadband to 
mitigate this risk, leading 
to increased ARPUs (aver-
age revenue per user) and 
margins,” the report said.

New Delhi, March 11 (PTI): 
State owned lenders SBI 
and UCO Bank are looking 
for buyers to sell non-per-
forming accounts (NPAs) 
worth INR 1,245 crore and 
have invited bids from 
ARCs, banks, NBFCs and 
FIs to clean their books of 
such dud assets.

“In terms of bank’s re-
vised policy on sale of fi-
nancial assets in line with 
the regulatory guidelines, 
we place Zenith Birla (In-
dia) Ltd and Sona Alloys Pvt 
Ltd for sale to ARCs/banks 
/NBFCs/FIs,” SBI said in 
the bid document. Sona 
Alloys has an outstanding 
of INR 647.64 crore towards 
SBI, while Zenith Birla has 
INR139.36 crore. It has 
asked the interested parties 
to place their expression on 
12 March and the process 
of e-bidding will take place 
on 23 March.

UCO Bank, based out of 
Kolkata, said it has identi-
fied about 13 NPA accounts 
with outstanding balance 
of INR 457.98 crore and has 
invited expression of inter-
est from asset reconstruc-
tion companies (ARCs), 

banks, financial institutions 
(FIs), non-banking finan-
cial companies (NBFCs) 
for the proposed sale of its 
NPAs by 13 March.

Last week also, the 
country’s largest lender SBI 
along with United Bank of 
India and long-term infra-
structure lender IFCI have 
put up on sale a number 
of NPA accounts to recover 
INR16,349 crore loans giv-
en to various companies.

The gross non-per-
forming assets (NPAs) of 
all the banks in the coun-
try amounted to INR 8.41 
lakh crore at end-Decem-
ber, bulk of which is in 
the books of public sector 
banks (PSBs). Thus, the 
PSBs have in the recent 
past expedited their loan 
recovery process, specifi-
cally against those loans 
that have turned bad.

Several mechanisms 
like referring cases of NPA 
accounts to National Com-
pany Law Tribunal (NCLT) 
to recover dues as well as 
selling bad loan accounts to 
asset reconstruction com-
panies (ARCs)/banks/FIs/
NBFCs.

NEWS IN BRIEF

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP) Mokokchung Region 
would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Shri. Neiphiu Rio for 
becoming the Leader of the People’s Democratic Alliance (PDA) and also the 
Chief Minister of Nagaland. The NDPP Mokokchung Region expresses our 
hope and prayer that under your able leadership our state will surely witness 
positive change and strive forward in all aspects. We further would like to 
acknowledge the hon’ble Chief Minister for inducting 3 (three) Ao MLAs 
into his cabinet which shows his magnanimity towards the people of the 
district and his maturity in leadership.

The Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party Mokokchung Region 
would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the electorates of the 
district for posing your faith and trust on the party thus helping us in forming 
the People’s Democratic Alliance in the state. The NDPP Mokokchung 
Region place on record the conscious voters who despite the overwhelming 
odds could overcome all the hurdles and exercised their franchise, which in 
itself shows the resolve that people wanted change. As such, the PDA under 
the able Leadership of Shri. Neiphiu Rio, the Chief Minister of Nagaland 
and Shri. Chingwang Kongyak the President of NDPP will deliver the 
promise to the people by bringing positive change to the state.

(N.BENDANG JAMIR) 
President, 

NDPP Mokokchung Region. 
Mokokchung : Nagaland

(S.BENDANG AIER)  
General Secretary. (Adm)

NDPP Mokokchung Region. 
Mokokchung : Nagaland

Dated : Mokokchung,
the, 11th March 2018.

NEUROLOGY CAMP
On 20th & 21st March 2018

 Patients who are suffering from Headache, 
epilepsy, stroke, sleeping problems, neck pain, 
back pain, neuropathy difficulty in walking, 
shaking hands & legs, to & fro nodding 
of head,  frequent falling on ground, slow 
monotonous voice, difficult in memorizing 
can consult Dr. A. R. Baruah, Neurologist 
from GNRC Guwahati.

For appointment contact- 0370-2290080/2290146

OKING HOSPITAL
KOHIMA

K-
15

99

The CNTC raffle draw which was to be held 
on the 12th March 2018 has been extended to 
12th May 2018 due to non-submission of lottery 
booklets along with the amount by the various 
units who were given the responsibility. Due 
to shutdown of some telecom service provider 
there was a failure in communication between 
various units and the hohos.

The CNTC expresses deep regret for the 
inconvenience caused.

Lottery  Committee
CNTC

INFORMATION

Haralu Colony here a General meeting in the residence 
of Haralu  to select the New Office bearers due to 
the completion of the previous office bearers which 
expiries last year.
The following were selected and approved by the 
General Assembly for 5 years
1. Chairman – Mrs Kenei Sekhose 2. Vice Chairman 
– Mr. Daniel Jamir  3. Secretary – Mr. Vikram Chetri 
4. Finance Secretary  Mrs Azenuo Haralu 5. G.B. – 
H. Zeliang and the following person’s were elected 
as Advisor’s of the colony council, Ibomicha Singh, 
Z. Ezung, Francis Zeliang, Mughato, Akheto Zhimo, 
Kuhoi Zhimo and Asu-u Ndang 

INFORMATION

Congratulation to Chief Minister 
Sir Neiphiu Rio of PDA

The People ol the NDPP 11th Northern Angami II A/C Congratulates Sir Neiphiu 
Rio on becoming  the Chief Minister of Nagaland  for the fourth times in this 
August house  of the 13th Nagaland Legislative Assembly.

History was making in itself when from the historic Khuochiezie Ground, Sir 
Neiphiu Rio took oath of the office of the Chief Minister, the same historic place 
from where the statehood of Nagaland was inaugurated way back in 1963 by the 
lndian President Dr. Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan.

It is not by might on human nor by any humanely possible means that today 
once more Sir Rio become the Chief Minister of Nagaland but through the desire 
and prayer of the Naga people for strong, bold and dynamic leadership that God 
had bestow on the Naga, “ a good leader with a clear heart who had much love for 
thye Naga people.”

We also thank and congratulate our Alliance Partner BJP’ who did wonderfully 
well for themselves and the Alliance with historic win in the I3th NLA House.

We would also like to congratulate our partnering parties the JDU, the NPP 
and the independent MLA for coming together to serve the Naga people under the 
Umbrella of People’s Democratic  Alliance (PDA) with Sir Rio as the leader and 
Chief Minister of PDA govt in Nagaland.

Giving all glory in God, we the democratic people of NDPP II Northern Angami 
II A/C once again say: a big congratulation to Sir Neiphiu Rio on becoming the 21st 
Chief Minister of Nagaland.

 May the Anointing of the Lord be upon your leadership and serve the Naga 
People with courage and glory.

Vibielietuo Kets
President

11th NA II A/C

has not treated us well, and 
it’s been a very, very unfair 
trade situation. I’m here 
to protect, and one of the 
reasons I was elected is I’m 
protecting our workers, I’m 
protecting our companies, 
and I’m not going to let that 
happen,” Trump asserted.

As such Trump asserted 
that he is going ahead with 
his plans to sign the ex-
ecutive order to impose 
import tariffs on steel and 
aluminum.

“We’re doing tariffs on 
steel. We cannot lose our 
steel industry. It’s a fraction 
of what it once was. We 
can’t lose our aluminum 
industry; also a fraction 

of what it once was. And 
our country is doing well. 
The massive tax cuts, and 
all of the deregulation has 
really kicked us into gear,” 
he said.

“But I have to work on 
trade deals. We’re working 
on NAFTA (North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement) 
right now, and if we’re able 
to make a deal with Canada 
and Mexico in NAFTA, then 
there will be no reason to 
do the tariffs with Canada 
and Mexico,” Trump said.

The NAFTA is an deal 
signed by Canada, Mexico, 
and the US, creating a tri-
lateral trade bloc in North 
America.
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Regional Alliance Crucial 
for BJP in Northeast

C
apturing power in six states in a span of lit-
tle over three years is no mean achievement. 
The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) should be 
congratulated for achieving this remark-

able feat. When the BJP-led National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA) came to power at the Centre, out of seven 
North-Eastern states, five were ruled by the Congress. 
Tripura was ruled by Left Front and Nagaland was un-
der the rule of Naga People’s Front (NPF). But the en-
tire scenario has undergone a sea change since May, 
2014. Now, except for Mizoram all Congress ruled 
states in the region are governed either by BJP or a co-
alition government in which the saffron party is a ma-
jor partner. In other words, the tricolour of Congress 
has drifted in to oblivion in the region and the vacuum 
has been filled by BJP with the help of regional parties. 
Naturally, the saffron camp is ecstatic over the politi-
cal developments in the region. Thus the party wasted 
observed March 4 nationwide as ‘Victory Day.’ Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has proclaimed the achieve-
ment as an acceptance of the development agenda of 
his government. BJP president Amit Shah has dedicat-
ed the victory in the Northeast to its people and to the 
workers and supporters of the party. Many observers 
have also claimed that now the colour of Northeast re-
gion is saffron.

But without taking any credit away from BJP for its 
spectacular electoral performance in the Northeast, it 
can be said that the dream of painting the region in 
saffron is still not fully accomplished. Definitely, BJP 
will consolidate its position in the states where the 
party is in power. But the fact remains that notwith-
standing electoral victories, the soil under its feet is yet 
to be solid. BJP has largely benefitted by the absence 
of the Congress. For example, the party has increased 
its vote share in Tripura from 1.5% in 2013 to nearly 
45% in 2018. But a careful look at the increase in vote 
share will prove that the saffron brigade has not yet 
left taken much of the Left’s vote share. Vote share of 
the Left has only come down by 3%. So where did BJP 
get those extra votes? Surely, the Congress support-
ers have voted for BJP. All through the last 25 years of 
Left rule in Tripura, vote share of Congress party was 
between 35 to 38%. But this time the grand-old party 
of Indian politics had merely managed 1.3% of votes. 
Again in Meghalaya, BJP put up nearly 50 candidates. 
But only two of them managed to win. Even after the 
debacle, the party is in power in the State courtesy re-
gional parties like National People’s Party (NPP) and 
United Democratic Front (UDF). Earlier, similar ar-
rangements unfolded in Manipur too. BJP of its own 
could not form the government. It was made possible 
only when two regional parties decided to join hands 
with BJP. In Nagaland too, BJP is in power by virtue of 
its pre-poll alliance with the newly formed National 
Democratic and Progressive Party (NDPP). In Assam, 
the party captured power by virtue of an electoral un-
derstanding with the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP). In 
Arunachal, all the Congress legislatures shifted their 
loyalties to the BJP and BJP formed the government. In 
all the above mentioned states BJP has cleverly capi-
talised the political void created with the weakening of 
Congress. Now the party faces the real challenge. It is 
time for them to deliver. But more than delivering the 
goods what BJP must do to really paint the region in 
saffron, is to accept the plurality of India. Otherwise, 
BJP will never be the party of the Northeasterners. 
More than popular support, the party will have to al-
ways rely on regional partners and chance factors to 
achieve success in the region.

‘Mostly Harmless’: Douglas Adams’ Comic 
Universal ‘Travelogue’ and its Impact

Vikas Datta | IANS

N
o other book has 
gone so far. Last 
month, Canadian 
American entrepre-

neur Elon Musk sent a copy 
of this science fiction clas-
sic into deep space aboard 
his Roadster, with one of its 
seminal messages painted on 
the dashboard. Then another 
phrase from this book was, ac-
cording to a leading writer of 
the genre, the best advice that 
could be given to the human 
race.

But that is not the only sig-
nificance of Douglas Adams’ 
“The Hitchhikers’ Guide to 
the Galaxy” -- the only literary 
trilogy of five books (and now 
six). A particularly influen-
tial example of comic science 
fiction (or cosmic comedy, if 
you prefer), it is also the best 
possible demonstration of 
storytelling’s prowess across 
media. Starting as a show on 
BBC Radio in March 1978 be-
fore becoming a widely pop-
ular series of novels (selling 
150 million copies and being 
translated into 30 languages), 
it was also adapted as stage 
shows, comic books, a TV se-
ries, video games, and a full-
length film.

Not bad for something that 
was the outcome of inspira-
tion that struck Adams, then 
a struggling writer, as he lay 
in a field somewhere in Eu-
rope gazing into the night sky 
and wondering if the universe 
also needed a version of “The 
Hitchhikers’ Guide to Europe” 
lying beside him.

“The Hitchhiker’s Guide 
to the Galaxy” (1979), also 
the first novel of the series, 
was directly adapted from 
the radio show. It begins one 

Thursday in a sleepy English 
village where Arthur Dent is 
trying to stop his house being 
demolished for a new bypass 
when his best friend, Ford Pre-
fect, drags him to the pub for 
something important.

Little does Dent suspect 
his strangely-named friend 
(a misspelling of what Ford 
thought was the dominant 
species on the earth) is actu-
ally a human-like alien roving 
researcher for “The Hitch-
hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy” 
who knows the Earth is go-
ing to be demolished within 
minutes for a new interstellar 
bypass and wants to help him 
escape.

Interstellar mayhem en-
sues as the duo jump from the 
frying pan into the fire, listen 
to the universe’s worst poetry, 
are rescued by the two-headed 
Zaphod Beeblebrox, the Presi-
dent of the Galaxy, his human 
girlfriend Trillian (taken off 
Earth earlier), meet many ec-
centric characters and face 
unique situations -- including 
finding out the real purpose of 
Earth and the significance of 
the number 42.

“The Restaurant at the 
End of the Universe” (1980), 
is more of a second part than 
sequel. Based on the radio 
show with additions, it sees 
the characters facing more 
challenging situations and 
visiting the titular establish-
ment -- and the end of time, 
not space. Zaphod and Trillian 
meanwhile try to find who 
really runs the universe, and 
Ford and Arthur end up some-
how on the prehistoric earth 
where they learn the shocking 
origin of the human race -- it 
involves telephone sanitisers, 
car salesmen, hairdressers, TV 
producers, etc.

“Life, the Universe, and 

Everything” (1982) is the first 
“original” story, though com-
ing from Adams’ attempt at a 
Dr Who radio serial that didn’t 
take off. The most hardcore 
adventure, it sees Dent and 
Ford being rescued from their 
prehistoric peregrinations to 
foil the irredeemably warlike 
race of Krikkitmen’s plans to 
utterly destroy all creation. As 
seems evident, the sport plays 
a major role.

“So Long, and Thanks for 
All the Fish” (1984) sees Dent 

back on Earth which has been 
saved by some aquatic mam-
mals. While he finds some 
romance and goes to meet 
Wonko the Sane in California 
to understand what had hap-
pened, Ford returns and drags 
him to space again to read 
God’s final message to crea-
tion.

Much more bleak is Ad-
ams’ final installment “Mostly 
Harmless” (1992), which be-
gins with Dent losing his love 
and culminating in Earth be-

ing destroyed in all versions 
across all realities. The author, 
who was going through a 
tough time himself, admitted 
that this came to be reflected 
in the book and promised 
to write another installment 
but never got around to it be-
fore his death in 2001. Eoin 
“Artemis Fowl” Colfer did the 
honours with “And Another 
Thing...” (2009).

The story is not only about 
a disparate bunch of charac-
ters roaming through time 
and space, but another exam-
ple of typical British humour 
and satirical insights into 
the human condition. A key 
source for this is the “Hitch-
hikers’ Guide” (product) en-
tries quoted throughout the 
text, offering background or 
sarcastic commentary. Of Sir-
ius Cybernetics Corporation 
products, it says: “It is very 
easy to be blinded to the es-
sential uselessness of them by 
the sense of achievement you 
get from getting them to work 
at all.”

And also advice: If you find 
yourself “underneath a giant 
boulder you can’t move, with 
no hope of rescue”, it suggests 
you “consider how lucky you 
are that life has been good to 
you so far. Alternatively, if life 
hasn’t been good to you so far, 
which given your current cir-
cumstances seems more like-
ly, consider how lucky you are 
that it won’t be troubling you 
much longer.”

More useful is what the 
guide’s cover proclaims: 
“Don’t Panic.” You can’t go 
much wrong with this.

(Vikas Datta is an Associate 
Editor at IANS. The views ex-
pressed are personal. He can 

be contacted at 
 vikas.d@ians.in )

God is our cause for joy in the midst of despair.

With a tendency toward pessimism, I quickly jump 
to negative conclusions about how situations in 
my life will play out. If I’m thwarted in my ef-

forts on a work project, I’m easily convinced none of 
my other projects will be successful either, and—even 
though utterly unrelated—I will probably never be able 
to touch my toes comfortably. And, woe is me, I’m an 
awful mother who can’t do anything right. Defeat in one 
area unnecessarily affects my feelings in many.

It’s easy for me to imagine how the prophet 
Habakkuk might have reacted to what God showed 
him. He had great cause for despair after having seen 
the coming troubles for God’s people; long and ardu-
ous years lay ahead. Things really did look dismal: no 
fruit, no meat, and no creature comforts. His words lure 
me into a pessimistic bed of hopelessness until he jars 
me awake again with a small three-letter word: yet. “Yet 
I will rejoice in the Lord” (Habakkuk 3:18). Despite all 
the hardships he anticipated, Habakkuk found cause for 
rejoicing simply because of who God is.

While we might be prone to exaggerate our prob-
lems, Habakkuk truly faced some extreme hardships. 
If he could summon praise for God in those moments, 
perhaps we can too. When we’re bogged down in the 
depths of despair, we can look to God who lifts us up.

Lord, You are the reason for all my joy. Help me to fix 
my eyes on You when my circumstances are painful 

and hard.

DAILY
PATH

Three-Lettered Faith
BIBLE READ:   HABAKKUK 3:17–19 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will be joyful  
in God my Savior.     

~  Habakkuk 3:18

Mithilesh Kumar Sinha

A
fter ‘tech savvy’ it is the ‘social 
media savvy’ that has become 
synonymous with today’s gen-
eration. Social Media is the ka-

liyug dharma. Social Media is the major 
tool of democracy. Used positively will 
deliver positive results for the political 
parties - at elections and at other times 
too. There are IT wings today in every 
party that try to shape public opinion by 
peddling both truth and modified truth. 
There are lies and scare mongering too. 
Social media is playing a vital role in 
People’s mandate.

Social media is comparatively a new 
form of communication around the 
world. This has rapidly grown in impor-
tance as a forum for political activism in 
its diverse forms. Social media platforms, 
such as Twitter, Facebook and YouTube 
provide new ways to stimulate citizen 
engagement in political life, where elec-
tions and electoral campaigns have a 
central role. Personal communication 
via social media brings political parties 
closer to their potential voters. 

The social media is now being widely 
used to communicate with people, gain 
support and mobilise the voters. Twitter 
has become the source for election news 
and traditional media is severely lagging 
behind. The idea that an election candi-
date can send a tweet to his voters and 
get response on the same day is revolu-
tionary.

Political parties are becoming tech 

savvy and realizing that social media is 
the only way to reach out to the youth. 
new media have changed the way that 
candidates and their campaigns interact 
with citizens, providing unprecedented 
opportunities for two-way dialogue and 
interaction. According to a 2014 Pew Re-
search Centre survey, 16 percent of reg-
istered American voters used social me-
dia platforms like Face book and Twitter 
to get political information and follow 
election news during the 2014 U.S. mid-
term elections, more than doubling the 
number of registered voters who used 
social media for the same purpose in 
2010. Additionally, more and more 
Americans are also using cell phones to 
follow political news, with 28 percent of 
registered voters having done so in 2014.

As the number of internet users 
across world is climbing up, these strat-
egies will become more effective in both 
predicting and influencing election 
results. If we take a look at the Indian 
context, the number of internet users 
in 2019 is projected to be over 520 mil-
lion, over 50 percent of whom will be 
on Facebook. The penetration of smart-
phones is also projected to increase to 
48 percent by 2019. As more Indians 
embrace social media platforms, it will 
be easier for campaign managers to 
customize and disseminate their mes-
sages to a well-segmented audience. As 
voters would be getting information not 
just from a party’s official accounts but 
also from enthusiastic supporters and 
volunteers, it would be difficult for them 
to verify the authenticity of claims. Short 

of arranging a coup or physically hack-
ing the end result, the Big Data methods 
of social media manipulation and en-
gineering in adverse hands could come 
very close to dictating the outcome of 
the next general elections. This should 
be a true nightmare for any election 
commissioner.

Reasons why social media is increas-
ingly becoming important for the poli-
tics of our country:

1. Easy way to disseminate informa-
tion to a large audience

2. Tool for citizen engagement by 
promoting a two-way communication – 
Many political parties use social media 
to invite suggestions for their election 
manifesto, take feedback from the peo-
ple about their current performance etc. 
Thus, it ties the people with the political 
party by creates a sense of belonging-
ness and involvement.

3. Increases transparency –The work 
of the political party is floated on the so-
cial media and real-time feedback from 
the citizens is encouraged. It also helps 
the party to communicate its goals and 
ideologies as well as give a detailed anal-
ysis about the amount of work that has 
been accomplished. It also encourages 
political candidates to speak more truth 
rather than selling rhetoric to the voters 
during their election speeches.

4. Voice of the marginalized people – 
The people who were marginalized ear-
lier can now communicate their ideas to 
a big audience with considerable ease. 
This will set the platform for the forma-
tion of new political alternatives and 

greater options for the voters. This will 
also bring in more accountability to the 
veteran political parties as they can be 
shown the door if they don’t work.

5. Cost effective – Social media in-
curs low cost when compared to other 
modes likes print or electronic media 
for the communication of information. 
This opens the field for a large number 
of players to contest in the race who 
were earlier not able to compete due to 
a shortage of funds.

 Even though politicians for their 
campaign still use posters, cut-outs, fli-
ers, graffiti and personal rally’s to reach 
and win over voters but with the social 
media changing the picture of urban 
India, political parties are becoming 
tech savvy and realizing that social me-
dia is the only way to reach out to the 
youth. These young politicians of In-
dia have adopted social media because 
they know that is where today’s youth 
is. These leaders believe in inclusive 
growth and have always encouraged the 
youth to participate in politics. We know 
that most of the voters are of between 
18–45age group and the extent by which 
they are active on their social profile has 
seen a drastic increase in last few years. 
The partiality of main stream media and 
selective news publishing are one of the 
greatest reason for ‘why most of the peo-
ple leaning towards web media in turn 
social media’. Nowadays surveys are be-
ing done on social channels to create 
election manifestos. Slowly Slowly every 
political representative are seen active 
and taking part in social debate.

Social Media in Indian Democracy — Kaliyug Dharma

Source: Webdefy
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Gaurav Das | thewire.in

Vivian Fernandes | IANS

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): The key word for 
you today is boundaries, Aries, so think for 
a minute about what this means to you. It’s 
time to have a serious talk with yourself. Set 

some limits and be honest about drawing the line. 
Your health, your state of mind, and your relation-
ships with others all depend on your taking the initia-
tive to know when to say no in certain situations.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Make sure that 
you’re living consciously at this time, Tau-
rus. It could be that you’re going through a 
period of denial and simply refusing to see 

the truth of the situation. Open up your eyes to the 
world around you so you can invite in joy and com-
passion. Don’t be satisfied with superficial interac-
tions that don’t really satisfy you emotionally and in-
tellectually.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): In some ways, 
today could seem like a day of reckoning for 
you, Gemini. You might look in the mirror 
and see things that you really aren’t very hap-

py with. Perhaps you harbor a sense of shame based 
on past events that still linger in your mind. Don’t let 
this shadow of insecurity continue to dwell in your life. 
Work through these feelings and identify the root of the 
problem.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Let today serve 
as a reminder of the importance of love, 
Cancer. Don’t just think of it as a commod-
ity you fight for and conquer with conniving 

tricks and strategic dating tactics. Realize that love is 
evident in how you see the world; it’s a seed in you. The 
more you see love in the people around you, even in 
the heart of a stranger, the more you’ll be blessed with 
its radiant light.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You may be feel-
ing a strong sense of guilt now because of 
something you did in an effort to feed your 
ego, Leo. Be aware of how your actions have 

affected others and apologize. Guilt is basically a use-
less emotion that you should get rid of as quickly as 
possible. Don’t let this feeling keep you from opening 
up your heart to restore it to its original innocence.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Pure wisdom is 
an important quality for you to aspire to on 
this day, Virgo. Know that the wisdom you 
seek should come from a point of calm know-

ing and strength as opposed to a frantic, loud, and 
outlandish display for attention. You’ll be recognized 
accordingly. Be aware that the more knowledge you 
spread to others, the more it will grow for everyone to 
profit by and share.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Why keep fight-
ing a fight that you know you can’t win, Li-
bra? Why keep trying to fool yourself and 
others into thinking that you have all the 

answers when you’re only aware of the tip of the ice-
berg? The mass of knowledge lies well beneath the 
surface. Instead of fighting, offer to surrender. At this 
point, others will be much more willing to quench 
your thirst for truth. The key for you is to listen.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Anger is apt to 
stir inside you today, Scorpio, so beware of 
any actions that might manifest as a result 
of this powerful feeling. Do what you can to 

find the deep source of this anger. If it’s an obvious in-
justice, see the situation as an opportunity for change, 
and work to reform the policy that led to this breach of 
fairness and equality.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Show 
some gratitude to the people around you to-
day, Sagittarius. The seat of your personality 
is very strong at this time, and you’re confi-

dent to your core. Mix this feeling with the service-ori-
ented sensitivity of the day that asks us to do things for 
others. Keep in mind that a gesture as simple as a smile 
and word of appreciation can be healing for another 
person - and you.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Think of 
today as a restorative time for yourself in 
which you can come to a point of greater 
ease and comfort, Capricorn. Trust yourself 

and the people around you. Open your eyes to the real-
ity of the situation at hand. If you’re currently working 
through some major life changes, have faith that what-
ever happens will work out to your benefit.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You may find 
yourself gravitating toward solid, grounded 
things, Aquarius, in hopes that these will 
provide you with the stability that you lack. 

A key word for you today is patience. Learn how to 
wait without becoming restless or grumpy. What you 
will discover after a while is that the stability you seek 
is actually sitting right there inside of you, and has 
been all along.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Try to come to 
a place of serenity today in which you free 
yourself from desire and jealousy, Pisces. It’s 
important that you take time to recognize 

the incredible growth that can spring from this posi-
tion of calm and pure satisfaction. Rid yourself of the 
excess baggage that you cling to as some sort of sup-
port or means of comfort. The less you carry, the more 
you free up your arms to create.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Mistreatment and 
ignorance about existing 

norms and guidelines 
hinder the academic 

pursuits of students with 
disabilities in Assam.

I
n January, Tarali Saikia (name 
changed), a wheelchair-bound 
student was taken aback when 
during an admission interview 

at a prestigious Northeast-based 
university, she was asked by an ad-
ministrator, looking at her physical 
condition, how she would commute 
to the university and stay by herself 
since her physical condition was a 
barrier to accessibility.

Saikia’s initial denial of admis-
sion by the university contradicted 
the University Grants Commission 
(UGC) guidelines that stipulate 5% 
relaxation in marks for candidates 
belonging to Scheduled Caste/Tribe, 
Other Backward Classes (OBC) and 
Persons with Disabilities (PWD).

A city-based disability advocacy 
group which intervened on behalf of 
Saikia, pointed out that her admis-
sion was arbitrarily denied on the 
grounds that the university did not 
have such relaxation norms. After 
their intervention, Saikia, who had 
earlier completed her Masters from 
a foreign university, was given ad-
mission into the regional university 
and is now waiting for her PhD aca-
demic session to begin.

Saikia is among scores of stu-
dents with disabilities across the 
state that either face outward rejec-
tion based on their physical condi-
tions or whose needs are overlooked 
during important examinations by 
invigilators despite existing UGC 
guidelines specifying facilities like 
extra time and other accessibilities 
for them.

Outward rejection of admission 
based on physical conditions and 
refusal of access to candidates due 
to ignorance of existening guidelines 
often put students with disabilities 
on tenterhooks.

“The matter has been resolved 
now. But it [has] to be noted why the 
issue was raised in the first place. 
Looking at my physical condition, I 
was asked how I will be able to come 
to the university and how will I man-
age myself. We have existing rules 
and guidelines to support students 
with disabilities in their higher aca-
demic pursuits. But sadly ignorance 
towards such guidelines [leading] 
to rejection among educational au-
thorities is quite common. I know 
about the guidelines which is why I 
could raise the issue but what about 
those students who do not know. 
They are utterly helpless,” Saikia told 
The Wire on promise of anonymity.

Last December, on the occasion 
of International Day of Persons with 
Disabilities, vice president Venkaiah 
Naidu arrived in the state capital to 
inaugurate Deen Dayal Divyangjan 
Sahajya Achoni, a scheme under 
which 4.5 lakh persons with disabil-
ity in the state will receive Rs 5,000 as 

one=time assistance for their medi-
cal treatment.

In his speech, Naidu, though 
seemed inspired in calling for an at-
titudinal shift to address the issue of 
removing barriers in public spaces 
for persons with disability, over-
looked the important points on how 
ambitious and talented students 
are left in the lurch in their pursuits 
for higher education due to igno-
rance about existing guidelines and 
norms.

“We must have separate ar-
rangements for the people who are 
differently abled. It should be made 
mandatory that all schools, colleges, 
malls, cinema halls, restaurants and 
others have such arrangements for 
such people in the country. This is 
our responsibility to make proper 
facilities for the people with differ-
ent physical conditions who are our 
brothers and sisters,” said Naidu.

With class 10 state board exam 
or High School Leaving Certificate 
Examination (HSLCE) conducted 
by the Board of Secondary Educa-
tion Assam (commonly known as 
SEBA) already underway, and with 
only another week left for the exams 
to get over, it is unclear as to how 
many students with disability have 
appeared. This time around 3.5 lakh 
students are appearing for the state 
board exams. But according to of-
ficials at SEBA the exact number of 
candidates with disabilities has not 
been ascertained yet.

“Right now it is difficult to ascer-
tain how many students with disa-
bility have appeared. It will be made 
clear once the result process begins, 
[Another] month left for that proce-
dure to begin. But what I can say is 
that a total of 15 visually impaired 
students across the state are appear-
ing for the exam in five centres,” said 
Nayan Jyoti Sarmah, controller of 
examinations, SEBA.

Instances of exam candidates 
with disabilities appearing for ei-
ther state  board exams or graduate 
or post-graduate examinations be-
ing denied proper facilities and al-
location of extra time as per guide-
lines by exam centres’ officials have 
emerged in the last few years.

Exam officials flouting norms
The ignorance displayed by exam 
centre officials towards candidates 
with disabilities and their right to 
access facilities has not only led to 
disheartenment and disappoint-
ment among the candidates, but 
also scoring of low marks.

As per the 2013 guidelines of 
the Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment, Department of Dis-
ability Affairs, “the word extra time 

or additional time taken i.e. being 
currently used should be changed 
to compensatory time. The same 
should not be less than 20 minutes/
hour of the examination for persons 
who are making use of scribe/read-
er/lab assistant [sic]”.

Last year, four visually impaired 
students appearing for the HSLC ex-
ams from Jorhat Blind School expe-
rienced a rude awakening when they 
were denied the allotted four hours 
extra time to write their exams. The 
students were told by exam centre 
officials at Ballya Bhavan School 
that only 20 minutes would be allot-
ted as per the ‘notification’ they had 
received.

This is also flouts guidelines 
which requires scribes from ninth 
standard to be allotted to  visually 
impaired students appearing for 
HSLC examination as they are ac-
quainted with specific terminolo-
gies and are able to fill up fields in 
the exam paper pertaining to exam 
registration numbers and admit 
cards.

For Jorhat-based Anima Bora 
who is 100% blind, the regular de-
nial of allotted facilities for exam 
candidate with disabilities is a cruel 
reminder of her own case in 2016 
when she was blatantly denied extra 
time while appearing for her first se-
mester post-graduate exams.

A single mother, Bora, 44, whose 
husband passed away few years 
ago, had her hopes pinned on her 
academic pursuits. It was only after 
intervention from a disabled rights 
body that her case came into the 
spotlight.

“Back then when I had asked 
for extra time I was denied. I was 
supposed to be given 20 minutes 
extra per hour. The principal of the 
examination centre then called up 
the Institute of Distance and Open 

Learning (IDOL) from where I was 
pursuing a distance post-graduate 
programme in Assamese. The prin-
cipal was told that no such existing 
rule exists. My exam papers were 
then taken. It was only [after exter-
nal] intervention that IDOL finally 
decided to grant me extra time. I 
only ask why such denial of allotted 
facilities should be repeated every 
year. I don’t need any pity or sympa-
thy from the state government but 
what I want is that whatever guide-
lines or rights are at place should be 
implemented and respected,” said 
Bora. 

External organisations lend  
support to disabled students
Such instances are not limited to 
students who are visually impaired. 
Last year, Mohan Saikia (name 
changed), who has cerebral palsy, 
scored first division with three let-
ters in English, Assamese and Social 
Science in the HSLC examination. 
Saikia walks with a help of a stick and 
his hands do not function efficiently. 
He prepared for the examination all 
by himself, without the help of pri-
vate tuitions.

But during the examination, due 
to a goof up on his school’s part in 
not notifying his special condition to 
the examination centre, he had been 
allotted a classroom that was not on 
the ground floor.

“It was difficult for me to climb 
up the stairs. The school should have 
been careful owing to my condition. 
But I have forgotten that and now I 
want to go ahead in life,” said Saikia.

Shishu Sarothi, a leading not-for-
profit organisation based in the city, 
working towards empowerment and 
rights advocacy for children and 
persons with multiple disabilities, 
has to pitch in when exam candi-
dates with disabilities are denied the 

allotted facilities.
“Last year Munmi Gogoi, a stu-

dent with visual impairment se-
cured 1st division and Monmohan 
Rai also with visual impairment 
secured 2nd division from Moran 
Blind School. It may be noted that 
they were given a scribe who were 
from the eight standards. This great-
ly hampered in their performance as 
the eight standard scribes were not 
aware of the terminologies, signs, 
symbols and formulas used in tenth 
standard Mathematics and Science”, 
said Amvalika Senapati, coordinator 
of Disability Law Unit-North East, 
Shishu Sarothi.

With just a few months left for 
the results, and a week left for the 
HSLC exams to get over, the people 
at Shishu Sarothi are ready to pitch 
in their support if cases where exam 
candidates with disabilities are de-
nied their rights emerge.

“What is required as of now is 
that the state government should 
approach the issue in a serious tone. 
Every year it is the same thing all over 
again. The candidates have the right 
to fulfil their academic pursuits and 
the state should help them achieve 
that. The attitude should change 
and officers from the education de-
partment from the top to the bot-
tom should be well acquainted with 
the guidelines and norms. In most 
cases we have seen that principals 
of schools are not aware. Admis-
sion refusal and attitudinal barriers 
tantamount to prejudice and denial 
of rights towards students with dis-
abilities,” said Arman Ali, executive 
director of Shishu Sarothi, who him-
self was targeted in a cinema hall last 
year for not being able to stand dur-
ing the the national anthem.

(Gaurav Das is a Guwahati-based 
freelance journalist)

S
econdary agriculture is an important 
and independent activity and a di-
vision needs to be created in all the 
three departments of the agriculture 

ministry to promote it, says the Doubling 
Farmers’ Income (DFI) Committee, headed 
by Ashok Dalwai, Additional Secretary.

In its 9th of 14 reports uploaded on the 
ministry’s website, the committee said 54 
per cent of India’s net sown area is rain-fed 
and farmers are gainfully employed in the 
primary activity of farming only for about 
180 days. Since land cannot be expanded, 
farmers can add to their income by increas-
ing the “vertical elasticity” of resources they 
have, that is, land and labour.

Any activity on the farm that is done 
beyond the kharif, rabi and zaid seasons is 
secondary agriculture, it says. Income-gen-
eration activities that use crop residues -- 
paddy straw, fodder blocks and crop residue 

briquettes, would qualify. 
All output from farming has inherent 

value and nothing should be considered as 
waste if it is put to gainful use, the commit-
tee notes. Cleaning, sorting and grading of 
agri-produce to make it saleable, bee keep-
ing, mushroom cultivation, backyard poul-
try, dairying and sheep rearing -- in short, 
activities that utilise the spare time of the 
family also qualify as secondary agriculture.

The committee redefines a farmer’s pro-
ductivity as income per man-day and not 
just yield per acre or hectare.

The term “secondary agriculture” has 
not been defined in India. It refers to a level 
above primary and commonly means agro-
based manufacturing. The Planning Com-
mission had constituted the Technical Advi-
sory Committee on Secondary Agriculture in 
2007. It submitted its report in October 2008 
but stopped short of defining it. It said the 
term “is very broad as it includes all food and 
non-food bio-resource-based products for 
human and industrial use”. 

In the US, primary agriculture means 
cultivation, tilling of soil and growing and 
harvesting of any agricultural commodity. 
Secondary agriculture is “performed either 
by a farmer or on a farm as an incident to 
or in conjunction with such farming op-
erations”. It includes “assembling, ripening, 
cleaning, grading, sorting, drying, preserv-
ing, packing and storing” fruits and vegeta-
bles but does not include processing of fruits 
and vegetables from their natural state. 

Secondary agricultural activities com-
plement primary agricultural activities and 
do not just supplement them, in the com-
mittee’s view.

Citing examples, the DFI Committee 
notes that composting has been attempted 
for several decades but needs a fresh ap-
proach that focuses on its commercial vi-
ability as an enterprise, The committee 
“strongly recommends” expenditure on ex-
tension and marketing to make compositing 
a profitable business. 

In the committee’s view, it can generate 

large number of jobs and enhance rural in-
come. It calls upon the government to ex-
empt traded compost from Goods and Serv-
ices Tax and make it eligible for concessional 
finance by associating it with the Swachch 
Bharat Abhiyan or Clean India Mission.

Establishment of custom-hiring centres 
by youth “can create a whole layer of serv-
ice industry in rural areas”, the committee 
notes. They need to be trained, given finan-
cial incentives and integrated with farm 
machinery manufacturers. This, according 
to the committee, would help stem distress 
migration to urban areas. 

“A new and emerging area with addition-
al non-farm income stream for farmers,” in 
the committee’s view is solar electricity gen-
eration and sale to grids in rain-fed areas. 
This will complement the government effort 
at promoting solar pumps. 

The committee notes that activities that 
have been practised for long in rural areas 
need to be “mainstreamed” and made part 
of departmental development schemes. 

These are bee-keeping; making products 
from palmyra palm, eucalyptus, neem, 
bamboo, coir, daincha, mahua, aloe vera 
and babui grass; bull and ram servicing and 
sericulture.

The share of agriculture in rural income 
is falling. The DFI Committee wants to re-
verse this trend and increase the contribu-
tion of agriculture. 

The share of non-farm activities in rural 
income has risen from 26 per cent in 1970 to 
68 per cent in 2015. That of farm income in 
total rural income has declined from 74 per 
cent to 32 per cent during this period. 

Rural India’s output grew seven-fold 
between 1970-71 and 2012-12 but employ-
ment did not even double during this pe-
riod. While a chunk of the rural workforce 
withdrew from farming, much of it did not 
join non-farm sectors. It sought employ-
ment in manufacturing, construction and 
the services industries.

(Vivian Fernandes is editor of  
www.smartindianagriculture.com)

Clueless Officials Leave Students With Disabilities in Assam in a Lurch 

Promote Secondary Agriculture, Composting, Bee-Keeping, Says Panel on Doubling Income

Credit: Reuters Files/Rupak De Chowdhuri

Credit: Pixabay
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Prime Minister Narendra Mod, French President Emmanuel Macron 
along with other country heads at the International Solar Alliance 
founding conference in New Delhi on Sunday.

PTI

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath shows his finger 
marked with indelible ink after he cast his vote during the Gorakhpur 
Lok Sabha by-poll, in Gorakhpur on Sunday.

Arvind Kejriwal

Venkaiah Naidu

Naidu worried by deteriorating 
functioning of legislatures

Consensus on Ayodhya difficult 
but temple will be built — RSS 

Family demands arrest of Jammu minor’s rape-murder accused

Poor voter turnout in UP bypolls as BJP,  SP claim victory 

Massive operation on to rescue students from TN forest fire 

PNB fraud overreaction may hugely hurt credit flow — Assocham

Kejriwal calls all-party meeting over sealing issue 

ISA members pledge to use more solar power, create more jobs 

New Delhi, March 11 
(IANS): Vice President M. 
Venkaiah Naidu on Sun-
day expressed concern 
over what he said was de-
terioration in the function-
ing of legislatures, saying it 
was eroding the credibility 
of public representatives 
in the country.

“The growing hold of 
legislators over the Execu-
tive, dispensing favours for 
a consideration, criminal 
antecedents, spurt in as-
sets after election, display 
of placards and banners 
inside legislatures, persist-
ent disruptions, defections 
and electoral malpractices 
are eroding the credibility 
of elected representatives 
and thereby posing se-
rious challenges to par-
liamentary democracy,” 
Naidu said.

He was speaking at 
the valedictory session of 
the first National Legisla-
tors Conference organised 
here by the Indian Par-
liamentary Group on the 
theme “We For Develop-
ment”.

The Vice President 
stressed that both political 
parties and people have a 
responsibility in ensuring 
that persons with the right 
antecedents get elected. 

“Legislatures are cer-
tainly no places for dis-
playing placard and ban-
ners. Legislators cannot 
claim to be agents of de-
velopment if they indulge 
in disruptions and dem-
onstrations inside the leg-
islatures.

“While some efforts 
are being made to address 

this problem, more needs 
to be done to ensure that 
only persons with the right 
antecedents make it to 
Parliament,” Naidu said.

He pointed out that 
Parliament is “no place to 
fight or use threatening 
words like ‘will see you 
outside’”. 

“Slogans should be 
shouted outside Parlia-
ment, not inside.”

Emphasising on the 
need for restoring the le-
gitimacy of legislators, 
Naidu said: “This requires 
the MPs and MLAs to focus 
more on their legitimate 
functions of lawmaking, 
democratic mass mobili-
sation and participation, 
effective articulation of 
public concerns, acting 
as an effective bridge be-
tween the governments 
and the governed and not 
unnecessarily encroach-
ing the domain of the Ex-
ecutive.”

Naidu, who is also 
Chairman of the Rajya 

Sabha, said that democ-
racy is a forum for nego-
tiated solutions for the 
bettering of the lives of 
the people and urged the 
elected representatives to 
desist from a confronta-
tionist approach to enable 
effective functioning of 
legislatures.

He said: “Both the rul-
ing and the opposition 
parties shall be guided by 
the spirit of accommoda-
tion in the larger public 
interest.”

Even as the range and 
the number of challenges 
emerging from the advent 
of the forces of globalisa-
tion and rapid techno-
logical advances are on the 
rise, the number of sittings 
of legislatures across the 
country is declining, he 
said.

“Informed and qual-
ity debates of yesteryears 
have come to be replaced 
by persistent disruptions 
as the new norm of parlia-
mentary articulation.”

Naidu said that since 
independence several far-
reaching legislations have 
been enacted by different 
legislatures that helped 
the country make strides 
in various fields but much 
more needs to be done 
to tap into the untapped 
prodigious potential in the 
context of the country be-
coming more aspirational.

He urged the legisla-
tors to be a part of the par-
ticipatory development 
process instead of acting 
as extraconstitutional au-
thorities. 

The Vice President 
also stressed on self-intro-
spection by legislators on 
work done by them on an 
everyday basis, which he 
said was essential for self-
development. 

Naidu said that legisla-
tors have a greater role in 
changing the mindset of 
people, thus development 
should be the focus as 
people are demanding it 
and observing it. “People 
should, therefore, be in the 
centre of developmental 
policies and we need to 
make them partners in 
development,” he said.

In her closing remarks, 
Lok Sabha Speaker Sumi-
tra Mahajan said that 
development should be 
sustainable and we should 
have a continuous dia-
logue with all stakehold-
ers, including at the grass-
roots level. 

“The legislators should 
not restrict development 
to aspirational districts 
only, but to all districts. We 
all have to be alert and cre-

ate awareness among peo-
ple about the government 
schemes and policies so 
that benefits of develop-
ment trickle down to every 
nook and corner of the 
country,” she said.

She thanked the del-
egates for their keen inter-
est, minute observations, 
suggestions and mean-
ingful interaction with the 
Union Ministers and sen-
ior parliamentarians.

Addressing the del-
egates, Union Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley said 
a legislator’s credibility 
emanates from his con-
duct and the parameter 
for judging his credibility 
is ‘peer recognition’, both 
inside and outside the 
house. 

“As such, it is impera-
tive that they imbibe the 
norms of parliamentary 
decency and decorum 
for successful working of 
democracy,” he said.

Referring to the Goods 
and Services Tax as an 
example of Centre-State 
coordination, he empha-
sised the need for explor-
ing the feasibility of effec-
tive harmony between the 
Centre and states in other 
areas such as agriculture 
and social justice. 

Union Minister for 
Road Transport and High-
ways Nitin Gadkari said 
there is no dearth of tech-
nology or knowledge but 
what the legislators re-
quire is a strong political 
will and a vision to achieve 
the kind of development 
they aspire for in times to 
come. 

Nagpur, March 11 (PTI): 
The RSS today said build-
ing a consensus on the Ay-
odhya dispute was not go-
ing to be easy, but stressed 
that a Ram Temple -- “and 
nothing else” -- would be 
constructed in the Uttar 
Pradesh town.

RSS general secre-
tary Bhaiyyaji Joshi also 
stressed that the matter 
was sub judice.

“It is certain that the 
Ram Temple will be con-
structed at that place (Ayo-
dhya) and nothing else can 
be built there, this is also 
decided, Joshi told report-
ers here on the sidelines 
of the RSS’s all-important 
Akhil Bharatiya Pratinidhi 
Sabha meeting.

Confident of a favour-
able judgment from the Su-
preme Court on the matter, 

Joshi said the construction 
of temple would begin af-
ter the court’s order and it 
would be built on the basis 
of its verdict on the owner-
ship of land.

Replying to a question 
on spiritual guru Sri Sri 
Ravishankar’s efforts at 
developing consensus be-
tween the different parties 
on the issue, Joshi said con-
sensus building was not 
going to be easy.

We have always main-
tained that the temple 
should be constructed with 
mutual agreement but our 
experience tells us that 
building a consensus on 
this issue is not easy, Joshi 
said.

Though the Rashtri-
ya Swayamsevak Sanagh 
leader said he welcomed 
Ravi Shankar’s efforts at ne-

gotiations, he pointed out 
that there were different 
groups in society with var-
ied outlooks and to build 
a consensus among them 
would be difficult.

Joshi was also asked 
about a demand for a mi-
nority religion status for 
the Lingayat community 
in Karnataka. “We do not 
support that,” he said.

The next hearing in the 
Ayodhya dispute, to de-
termine ownership of the 
2.77-acre Babri Masjid-
Ram Janmabhoomi dis-
puted land, is to come up 
before the Supreme Court 
on March 14.

A three-judge bench 
comprising Chief Justice 
of India Dipak Misra and 
Justices Ashok Bhushan 
and SA Najeeb is hearing 
the case.

Jammu, March 11 (IANS): Investigators 
have named a retired revenue officer as the 
main accused in the rape and murder of a 
minor in Jammu and Kashmir but police 
have not arrested him, a relative of the 
victim said on Sunday.

Talib Hussain, also an activist of the 
nomad goatherd community, told report-
ers here that the Crime Branch in its status 
report submitted to the high court said the 
former revenue officer, Sanji Ram, may 
have raped and murdered eight-year-old 
Asifa in Kathua near Jammu.

The minor was allegedly kidnapped 
on January 10 and her body was found on 
January 17. Hussain said the Crime Branch 
had said in the status report that Ram held 
Asifa captive inside a public facility called 
‘Devasthan’ in Hiranagar area of Kathua 
district.

“Ram is the custodian of the keys of 
this public facility where the minor was 
held captive,” the activist said.

Sanji Ram has denied the allegation, 

saying he is not the only person who has 
the keys of the facility.

The incident shocked the entire state. 
After a public outcry, investigations of the 
case were transferred from local police to 
the Crime Branch.

So far, four policemen, including two 
Special Police Officers, have been arrested. 
The two others are a Sub-Inspector and a 
head constable. They have been accused 
of destroying the evidence by washing the 
clothes of the victim before handing them 
over to the Crime Branch.

On the other hand, activists of the Hin-
du Ekta Manch have demanded that the 
investigation be handed over to the CBI. 
They have alleged that the Crime Branch 
was trying to frame members of only one 
community in the heinous crime.

Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti has re-
jected the demand for a CBI probe saying 
the Crime Branch was competent enough 
to unearth the truth and bring the culprits 
to justice.

Lucknow, March 11 (IANS): 
Poor polling percentage 
was recorded in the bypolls 
for the Lok Sabha seats of 
Gorakhpur and Phulpur in 
Uttar Pradesh on Sunday, 
officials said.

According to Election 
Commission (EC) officials, 
43 per cent voters had ex-
ercised their franchise in 
Gorakhpur when official 
voting hours ended at 5 
p.m. while this percentage 
was just 38 per cent for the 
Phulpur seat in Allahabad.

The balloting percent-
age in Gorakhpur, repre-
sented in the Lok Sabha by 
Yogi Adityanath before he 
became the Chief Minister 
of Uttar Pradesh, in 2014 
was 54.64 per cent.

Phulpur, represented 
by the present Deputy 
Chief Minister Keshav 
Prasad Maurya before his 
election to the Legislative 
Council, had logged 50 
per cent voting in the 2014 
general elections. 

In Phulpur, the poor-
est polling on Sunday was 
reported from Allahabad 
(East) where only 21.65 per 

New Delhi, Mar 11 (PTI): 
Delhi  Chief  Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal has called 
for an “all-party meeting” 
at his residence on Tues-
day to find solutions to 
the problems being faced 
by traders due to the seal-
ing drive in the national 
capital.

The chief minister to-
day wrote letters to Delhi 
BJP chief Manoj Tiwari 
and Congress leader Ajay 
Maken, in which he said, 
“We should rise above 
politics and come togeth-
er to find a solution to the 
problems that have risen 
due to sealing”.

He also suggested 
that not more than three 
people from each party 
should be at the meet-
ing so that it can be held 
smoothly.

In January, Leader 
of Opposition Vijender 
Gupta had alleged that 
AAP leaders and workers 
“misbehaved” with mem-
bers of a BJP delegation 
at Kejriwal’s residence 
when they had gone there 
to discuss about relief to 

New Delhi, March 11 
(IANS): Member states at 
the founding conference 
of the International Solar 
Alliance (ISA) here on Sun-
day pledged to pursue an 
increased share of solar en-
ergy in their overall power 
consumption thereby real-
ising the huge potential the 
sector offers to create jobs 
and empowering poorer 
communities.

A three-page ‘Delhi 
Solar Agenda’ issued at 
the end of the conference 
stated that the ISA reiter-
ated its commitment to 
the 2030 UN Agenda for 
Sustainable Development 
that calls for eradication 
of poverty in all its forms 
and dimensions and for 
transforming our world in 
which development and 
application of technology 
are climate-sensitive, re-
spect biodiversity and are 
resilient. 

Launched by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and then French Presi-
dent Francois Hollande at 
the Paris climate summit 
in 2015, the ISA was con-
ceived as a coalition of so-
lar resource-rich countries 
to address their special 
energy needs and provide a 
platform to collaborate on 
dealing with the identified 
gaps through a common, 
agreed approach.

It is open to all 121 pro-
spective member countries 

cent voters turned up to 
exercise their franchise, fol-
lowed by Allahabad (West) 
with 31 per cent.

In Gorakhpur, the low-
est voter turnout of 33 per 
cent was in Gorakhpur city, 
and the highest 47 per cent 
in Sahjanwa and Camp-
ierganj. 

Both Chief Minister 
Adityanath and Maurya 
claimed victory for the BJP 
candidates, irrespective 
of the voter turnout in the 

two seats.
After casting his vote, a 

beaming Adityanath told 
reporters that the “BJP con-
tinues to get a ground-
swell of public support 
since they are witnessing 
development, peace and 
prosperity under its gov-
ernment”. 

Maurya, after casting 
his vote along with his 
wife and son, said the vic-
tory margins will be big in 
both seats in favour of the 

Bharatiya Janata Party. 
SP chief and former 

Chief Minister Akhilesh Ya-
dav took to microblogging 
site Twitter and claimed 
that the byelection out-
come would be “historic 
and a game changer”. 

Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
Upendra Dutt Shukla is 
in the fray in Gorakhpur, 
represented by Adityanath 
since 1998. Gorakhpur has 
970 polling centres and 
2,141 polling stations.

There are 19.49 lakh 
eligible voters, including 
over 8 lakh women. 

The Samajwadi Party 
(SP) has fielded Praveen 
Nishad in Gorakhpur. The 
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) 
and the Rashtriya Lok Dal 
(RLD) have extended sup-
port to the SP candidate.

The Congress is fight-
ing on its own and has 
named Surahita Kareem 
as its candidate. 

The Phulpur seat has 
793 polling centres and 
2,059 polling stations. A 
total of 19.63 lakh voters 
decided the fate of 22 can-
didates. 

Chennai, March 11 (IANS): Authorities in Tamil Nadu 
were engaged in a massive operation on Sunday to rescue 
some students caught in a forest fire in Theni district, with 
Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman saying that the IAF 
had also been pressed into service.

The students, who are from Erode and Coimbatore, 
were trekking in the Kurangani Hills when they got caught 
in the fire. A fire service official from Theni told IANS that 
ambulances and fire tenders have been sent to the spot. 
Police and workers in a nearby tea estate are also helping.

The official said since the area does not have a good 
mobile network, full information is not available. Senior 
fire service officials have gone there.The Fire Department 
got information about the incident around 3 p.m., said 
another fire official.

“One of the trekking team members called 108 Am-
bulance Service and alerted about their situation. The 
ambulance service then called us,” the official said.

Fire service personnel reached there armed with 
ropes, searchlights and other equipment to climb the hills. 
The official said the vehicles can ply only till Kurangani 
Hills. Up on the hills, there is a tourist spot called ‘Otha 
Maram’ (single tree).

He said the trekking team could have climbed from 
the Kerala side also. The official said it is not known how 
they reached the spot and if it was with or without the 
knowledge of the Forest Department. In her latest tweet, 
Sitharaman said she had spoken to the Theni District 
Collector and around 10-15 students were coming down 
to the foothills. An Indian Air Force (IAF) helicopter from 
Sulur base has gone to the spot. The helicopter will carry 
out a survey on the spread of the fire and its intensity.

Early on Monday, an IAF helicopter will fly to the spot 
and carry out a rescue mission, if necessary.

Sitharaman said she was responding to a request from 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister K. Palaniswami.

New Delhi, March 11 (IANS): Over-
reaction by banks and investigative 
agencies to the Rs 12,600 crore fraud 
on state-run Punjab National Bank 
(PNB) which came to light last month 
could hurt essential credit disburse-
ment to trade and industry, temper-
ing growth expectations, industry as-
sociation Assocham said on Sunday.

Supporting the calls from in-
dustry for privatising public sector 
banks (PSBs) in the wake of the PNB 
scam by accused diamantaire Nirav 
Modi and his uncle Mehul Choksi, 
Assocham said that some immediate 
steps should be taken for capacity 
building in PSBs.

“Following unearthing of the 
alleged scams and the media head-
lines, the banks are becoming cau-
tious while there is a perceived public 
pressure on the regulators to act 
tough,” Assocham Secretary General 

D.S. Rawat said in a statement.
Given the scale of the problem, 

the level of noise may be justified, 
but it could cause a huge loss of con-
fidence.”

According to the industry cham-
ber “all out efforts must be made by 
banks, regulators, government and 
India Inc to limit the collateral dam-
age from the alleged fraud in PNB”.

Pointing to the US experience of 
handling the global financial crisis 
of 2007-08, “where the authorities 
worked at the root of their banking 
system and have put in place some 
robust risk mitigation and prudent 
systems”, Assocham also called for 
immediate steps to build capacity in 
PSBs “to prevent, detect and act on 
frauds”. 

“Given the technology disruption 
taking place and India’s ambitions to 
enhance digital footprints, it is all the 

more important to put in place ro-
bust systems which are well beyond 
compromise,” the statement added.

Last month, Assocham had said 
that the PNB fraud that has rocked 
the banking system should not halt 
the process of corporate lending as 
demoralisation would set in among 
PSB employees at a time of a general 
slowdown in private investment 
and a highly leveraged corporate 
India. 

Pointing out that letters of credit 
(LOC) or letters of undertaking (LOU) 
allegedly misused by the diamond 
traders are legitimate instruments in 
global trade, Assocham said: “While 
we may seek long-term solutions like 
privatisation of the banks, the need 
of this hour is to rally around honest 
bank officers and the honest busi-
ness entities which have built trust 
on each other.”

traders hit by the sealing 
drive.

A case was registered 
in the matter and some 
AAP MLAs were booked.

Yesterday, Maken had 
written to Kejriwal, of-
fering to share with the 
chief minister what he felt 
could be a solution to stop 
the ongoing sealing drive.

In his letter, the Delhi 
Congress president had 
claimed that according 

to the amended master 
plan and the National 
Capital Territory of Delh 
Laws (Special Provisions) 
Second Act, 2011, no seal-
ing can be carried out in 
Delhi.

“Being a former Un-
ion urban development 
minister, I can say with 
confidence that to save 
Delhi from sealing, many 
amendments had already 
been made in the Master 

Plan 2021,” he had said in 
the letter.

Kejriwal, in his let-
ter said Maken, being 
a former union urban 
development minister, 
would be able to offer 
“good and practical” solu-
tion to the sealing issue.

The Delhi chief minis-
ter had yesterday written 
letters to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and 
Congress president Rahul 
Gandhi seeking appoint-
ments with them to dis-
cuss the sealing issue and 
stressed on the need for 
bringing a Bill in Parlia-
ment to stop the drive.

The sealing drive was 
undertaken by the mu-
nicipal corporations of 
the national capital on the 
directions of a Supreme 
Court-appointed com-
mittee in December last 
year.

Under the drive, hun-
dreds of commercial es-
tablishments have been 
sealed so far for non-
payment of conversion 
charges and violation of 
Delhi Master Plan.

falling between the Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn. 
Of these, 61 have signed 
the framework agreement 
and 32 have also submit-
ted their instruments of 
ratification.

The ISA member states 
also agreed “to increase 
their efforts to pursue an 
increased share of solar 
energy in the final energy 
consumption in our re-
spective national energy 
mix, as a means of tackling 
global challenges of cli-
mate change and as a cost 
effective solution by sup-
porting and implement-
ing policy initiatives and 
participation of all relevant 
stakeholders, as applicable, 
in our respective states”. 

The Agenda also called 
for facilitating affordable 

finance, access to appro-
priate, clean and environ-
ment friendly technology 
and undertaking capacity 
building, including forging 
mutually beneficial part-
nerships with reputable 
international institutions 
and reputable financial 
institutions for the benefit 
of developing countries. 

The member states 
agreed to facilitate joint re-
search and Development, 
to consider off-grid solar 
applications to cater to the 
energy requirements of 
poorer and remote com-
munities and to facilitate 
awareness and skills en-
hancement of local com-
munities in the monitoring 
and maintenance of solar 
technologies. 

Earlier in the day, ad-

dressing the inaugural 
session of the conference, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi presented a 10-point 
action plan to promote the 
use of solar energy.

French President Em-
manuel Macron, who co-
chaired the conference 
with Modi, announced an 
additional investment of 
700 million euros for global 
solar energy generation by 
2022 to reduce the use of 
fossil fuel and help combat 
climate change.

Without taking US 
President Donald Trump’s 
name, Macron said that 
while some left the climate 
deal, others stayed because 
they wish good for their 
children and grandchil-
dren.

Under the ISA, 100 cen-
tres for excellence would 
train 10,000 technicians to 
achieve the target of 1,000 
GW of solar energy that 
needs $1,000 billion, Ma-
cron said.

He lauded India’s solar 
commitments that has 
20 GW installed solar ca-
pacity - one of the fastest 
growing in the world. The 
country has increased its 
solar power capacity by 
about eight times over the 
past four years. 

India’s wind power gen-
eration capacity is 32.8 GW. 
It aims to achieve 175 GW 
of clean energy by 2022, of 
which 100 GW will be solar.
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News IN BrIef
Lightning kills 16 in Rwanda
Kigali, March 11 (IANS): At least 16 people were killed and 
dozens others injured after being struck by lightning in the past 
two days in southern Rwanda, an official said on Saturday. 
Lighting hit 45 people who were praying on Saturday, leaving 
14 of them dead, XInhua quoted Nyaruguru district mayor 
Francois Habitegeko as saying. Some of the injured remain 
in critical condition, he said. Two other people, including a 
primary school pupil, died early on Friday after being struck 
by lightning, he added. 

UK media: Traces of nerve agent 
found in ex-spy poisoning
London, March 11 (PTI/AP): British media says traces 
of the nerve agent used to attack a Russian ex-spy and 
his daughter have been found in Salisbury where the two 
were poisoned. BBC and Sky News said today that traces 
have been detected. BBC said its sources say traces were 
found at the Zizzi restaurant where Sergei Skripal and his 
daughter Yulia reportedly ate before falling critically ill. Sky 
says traces were found in several locations. UK officials 
haven’t publicly confirmed that any trace of the nerve agent 
has been found and say the risk to the public remains low. 
Officials haven’t said what type of nerve agent was used.  

Saudi king orders setting up of  
anti-corruption units
Riyadh, March 11 (IANS): Saudi King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al Saud on Sunday ordered the creation of  
specialised anti-corruption units in the public prosecution, 
the media reported. The units will specialise in investigating 
and prosecuting corruption-related cases, which will 
be directly linked to the Attorney-General, Xinhua 
news agency reported citing Al Arabiya news. The new 
departments come within the framework of the king’s 
concern to combat corruption in all its forms with the aim 
of protecting the country and its resources, said Attorney-
General Sheikh Saud Bin Abdullah. 

Qatar complains to UN over air, sea 
territorial violations
Doha, March 11 (IANS): Qatar has filed a complaint 
with the UN Security Council over the violations of the 
country’s air and sea spaces by the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and Bahrain, local media reported on Sunday. The 
Permanent Representative of Qatar to the UN Sheikha 
Alya Ahmed Bin Saif Al-Thani handed over the complaint 
to UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, the Qatar 
News Agency (QNA) reported on Sunday. According 
to a Foreign Affairs Ministry statement, a UAE military 
aircraft on January 14 overflew Qatari territorial waters 
without permission from the authorities in Doha. On 
February 25, another aircraft approached the Qatari border 
before changing course after warnings were issued, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

AP/PTI

A man prays after offering flowers in Arahama coastal area where the tsunami struck in 2011, in Sendai 
city, northern Japan, Sunday, March 11, 2018.  Japan marks the seventh anniversary of the strong quake 
and Tsunami which ravaged the coastal area of Northern Japan and triggered the nuclear accident at 
Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear plant. 

syria army cuts off main rebel town 
in Ghouta as death toll tops 1,000

Trump holds rally in Pennsylvania for Republican candidate

Shoe thrown at Nawaz Sharif at madrasa in Pak

Netanyahu warns of nuclear arms race in Mideast

Fresh violence erupts in Lanka as Muslim 
owned restaurant comes under attack

Douma, March 11 (PTI/AFP): 
Syrian regime forces continued 
their offensive against Eastern 
Ghouta today, a day after they 
cut off the rebel-held enclave’s 
largest town, pressing on with a 
20-day assault that has left more 
than 1,000 civilians dead.

Government troops and 
allied militia launched their 
military campaign for Eastern 
Ghouta on February 18 and have 
since overrun more than half of 
the area, defying global calls for 
a halt to the violence.

The assault has followed a 
divide-and-conquer strategy, 
eating away at rebel-held terri-
tory, and government forces on 
Saturday successfully isolated 
Ghouta’s main town of Douma 
in a blow for the beleaguered 
rebels.

Regime fighters cut off a road 
linking Douma with the town of 
Harasta further west and also 
captured the town of Misraba, 
according to the Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights.

“Regime forces have there-
fore divided Eastern Ghouta 
into three parts -- Douma and 
its surroundings, Harasta in the 
west, and the rest of the towns 
further south,” the Britain-based 
monitor said.

Shelling and air strikes 
slammed into Douma on Sat-
urday, trapping residents inside 
their basements for hours, AFP’s 
correspondents in the town 
said.

Rescue workers and medics 
were struggling to navigate the 
town’s rubble-littered roads to 
bring wounded residents back 
to field clinics.

At least 20 civilians -- includ-
ing four children -- were killed in 

Douma on Saturday, in addition 
to 17 civilians in other battlefront 
towns, said the Observatory.

The deaths raised the as-
sault’s total toll to 1,031 civil-
ians, including 219 children, 
according to the Observatory. 
More than 4,350 have been 
wounded.

Douma’s opposition-run 
local council issued an urgent 
“distress call” on Saturday to 
international organisations.

“The bomb shelters and 
basements are full, and people 
are sleeping in the streets and in 
public gardens,” the statement 
said. “For three days, it has been 
hard to bury the dead because 
of the intense bombing on the 
cemetery,” it added.

Eastern Ghouta is the last re-
maining opposition-controlled 
zone on the outskirts of the 
capital, and rebels there have 
regularly fired rockets onto Da-
mascus.

On Saturday, at least one 
child was killed and four other 
civilians wounded in rebel shell-
ing on eastern districts of Da-
mascus, according to state news 
agency SANA.

Rebels have tried to slow 
the advance with an attempted 
counter-offensive, but President 
Bashar al-Assad’s forces steam-
rolled their efforts.

Syrian state television 
broadcast live footage from 
Misraba hours after it was cap-
tured by the army on Saturday, 
showing dozens of civilians in 
a dark basement, surrounded 
by troops.

One elderly man broke down 
into tears as he relayed how his 
family had fled to Douma under 
fierce bombardment.

Eastern Ghouta is home to 
around 400,000 people, living 
under a five-year siege that has 
made food and medical aid ex-
ceedingly rare.

On Friday, an aid convoy by 
the International Committee 
of the Red Cross, the United 
Nations and the Syrian Arab 
Red Crescent delivered food to 
hunger-stricken residents.

It was the second convoy 
in one week, after deliveries on 
Monday were interrupted by 
heavy bombardment.

The UN refugee agency’s Syr-
ia representative, who entered 
Ghouta with Monday’s convoy, 
said the area was “on the verge 
of a major disaster”.

“I’ve never seen such scared 

faces in my life,” Sajjad Malik 
said Friday.

He described seeing a five-
storey building that had been re-
duced to rubble, with a powerful 
stench emanating from several 
bodies trapped underneath.

Two Islamist groups are the 
most prominent rebel factions in 
Ghouta, but jihadists from Hayat 
Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) -- once 
linked to Al-Qaeda’s Syria branch 
-- also have a presence.

On Friday, 13 HTS members 
and their relatives were bussed 
out of the enclave.

Rebels said they would be 
taken to HTS territory in the 
northern province of Idlib, in an 
arrangement struck following 
consultations with the UN and 

international players.
Such evacuation deals have 

been repeatedly agreed in Syria’s 
seven-year war, most notably in 
the second city of Aleppo in late 
2016.

After a ferocious month-
long government assault, thou-
sands of rebel fighters and ci-
vilians were bussed out of the 
city’s east.

That paved the way for Syria’s 
government to announce the full 
recapture of Aleppo -- the largest 
defeat to date for the fractured 
opposition movement. 

Syria’s conflict erupted with 
protests against Assad but has 
since developed into a full-
blown war drawing in world 
powers. 

Washington, March 11 (IANS): 
US President Donald Trump held 
a rally in Pennsylvania to bolster 
support for state Representative 
Rick Saccone who will contest in 
Tuesday’s special congressional 
election to secure a House seat, 
the media reported.

“This guy should win easily... I 
hate to put pressure on you, Rick,” 
Trump said on Saturday night at 
the rally in Moon Township, the 
heart of America’s steel industry 
where he beat Hillary Clinton by 
20 percentage points in 2016.

Trump opened his 75-minute 
whirlwind of a speech by touting 
his administration’s new trade tar-
iffs -- 25 per cent on steel imports 
and 10 per cent on aluminium 
imports -- before wading into the 
Olympics, previewing his 2020 
campaign slogan and again called 
for enacting the death penalty for 
drug dealers, reports CNN.

Polls in Pennsylvania’s 18th 
District show a tight race. A loss 
by Saccone to Democratic Marine 
veteran and former prosecutor 
Conor Lamb would be seen as a 
major warning sign ahead of No-
vember’s midterm elections.

Trump referred to the Demo-
crat as “Lamb the sham”, CNN 
reported. 

Trump said he heard the 
33-year-old Lamb was “nice-
looking” but said: “I think I’m 
better-looking than him. I do. I 
do. I do. And he’s slightly younger 
than me.”

“He’s OK. He’s all right,” Trump 

said of Lamb. “Personally, I like 
Rick Saccone. I think he’s hand-
some.”

Trump praised other countries 
for imposing the death penalty or 
life in prison for drug dealers, say-
ing the US should consider similar 

penalties.
“I think it’s a discussion we 

have to start thinking about. I 
don’t know if this country’s ready 
for it.”

At the campaign rally, Trump 
also offered a preview of his own 
2020 re-election race, telling the 
crowd that he has decided on a re-
placement for his “Make America 
Great Again” slogan.

“Our new slogan, when we 
start running, in -- can you believe 
it, two years from now -- is going 
to be, Keep America Great, excla-
mation point,” Trump said.

He said the candidate he most 
wants to run against in 2020 is 
Oprah Winfrey, predicting the 
campaign “would be a painful 
experience for her”, CNN reported

“Oh I’d love Oprah to win, I’d 
love to beat Oprah. I know her 
weakness,” he said.

At the end of the rally, Trump 
pulled Saccone to the stage, as the 
candidate exclaimed: “If President 
Trump’s in your corner, how can 
you lose?” The Washington Post 
reported “Go out, vote for Rick. 
He’ll never, never disappoint you,” 
Trump said. 

“Vote with your heart, vote 
with your brains. This is an ex-
traordinary man.”

Lahore, March 11 (PTI): A 
shoe was hurled at Paki-
stan’s ousted prime minister 
Nawaz Sharif by a religious 
extremist today during a 
function at an Islamic semi-
nary in Lahore.

The incident took place 
a day after religious extrem-
ist blackened the face of 
Pakistan’s Foreign Minister 
Khwaja Asif with ink when 
he was addressing his party’s 
worker’s convention in his 
hometown in Sialkot, some 
100-km from Lahore.

Today Sharif was a chief 

guest at Jamia Naemia semi-
nary, Ghari Shahu Lahore.

As Sharif was heading to-
wards rostrum for a speech, 
a student hurled a shoe at 
him that hit his shoulder 
and ear.

The student also man-
aged to reach in front of 
Sharif and chanted “Labbaik 
Ya Rasoolullah” slogan.

The security personnel 
caught the student and his 
other accomplice who also 
chanted “Labbaik Ya Ra-
soolullah” slogans and gave 
them sound thrashing.

Later, the two students 
were handed over to police. 
Police identified the shoe 
thrower as Abdul Ghafoor, a 
former student of the semi-
nary, and his accomplice as 
Sajid.

The situation became 
very tense after the incident.

Sharif made a brief 
speech in which he did not 
mention about the man 
who threw shoe at him.

The religious parties es-
pecially Tehreek-e-Labbaik 
Pakistan had held Sharif 
and his party (PML-N) re-

sponsible for making an 
attempt to change a clause 
related to finality of Prophet 
Mohammad (PBUH) in the 
Constitution.

In yesterday’s incident, 
Faiz Rasool, who threw ink 
at the foreign minister, told 
the police that he vent out 
his anger because the PML-
N had tried to change the 
finality of the Prophet in the 
Constitution.

“This hurt the senti-
ments of millions of Paki-
stanis including myself,” 
he said.

Tel Aviv, March 11 (IANS): Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu warned 
on Sunday of a nuclear arms race in 
the Middle East if the deal to limit Iran’s 
nuclear programme was not changed 
or revoked.

During remarks at the beginning 
of the weekly cabinet meeting, Netan-
yahu said his discussions with US 
President Donald Trump and other of-
ficials in Washington last week focused 
mainly on Iran, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

“I said that the nuclear agreement 
with Iran contains within it many dan-
gers for the world, including the special 

danger of the nuclearisation of the Mid-
dle East,” Netanyahu said, according to 
an statement.

“Many countries in the Middle East 
are saying that they are also allowed to 
enrich uranium if Iran is allowed to do 
so; therefore, the way to prevent this 
danger, the nuclearisation of the Middle 
East, is to either thoroughly correct the 
agreement or abrogate it,” he said.

Netanyahu reportedly referred to 
Saudi Arabia, which is in talks to buy 
nuclear reactors from the US.

“Moreover, I remind you that Iran 
declares, on an almost daily basis, its 
intention to wipe out Israel. It is hardly 

worth saying that we will not allow this, 
to put it mildly,” he added.

Netanyahu has been a vocal oppo-
nent of the nuclear deal signed in 2015 
between Iran and the six world powers 
in order to limit Tehran’s nuclear plan 
and prevent it from achieving atomic 
weapons.

In January, Trump announced that 
he will waive sanctions against Iran and 
extend the nuclear deal after he disa-
vowed the deal three months earlier. 

Israel is widely believed to hold hun-
dreds of nuclear warheads, which the 
country has never officially acknowl-
edged to exist.

Colombo, March 11 (PTI): Fresh 
violence erupted in Sri Lanka 
after a Muslim-owned restaurant 
was attacked in an alleged hate 
crime incident in the north west-
ern province today, a day after 
President Maithripala Sirisena 
appointed a commission to probe 
a spate of anti-Muslim riots in the 
violence-hit Kandy district that 
prompted him to impose a na-
tionwide state of emergency.

The restaurant located in 
Puttalam district’s Anamaduwa 
city,130 kilometres from Colombo, 
was targeted early morning even 
as police are keeping a tight vigil 
following eruption of communal 
clashes on Monday that have left 
two persons dead and damaged 
several homes, businesses and 
mosques in the scenic Kandy 
district.

“Anamaduwe Muslim restau-
rant was attacked at 4 am (local 
time) this morning,” the Colombo 
Telegraph reported.

Tensions remain high across 
Sri Lanka after the violence broke 
out following the death of a man 
from the mainly Buddhist Sin-
halese majority last week.

President Sirisena appointed 
a three-member commission 

yesterday to probe the communal 
clashes in Kandy.

He had declared a nation-
wide state of emergency on Tues-
day and deployed the police and 
military to prevent escalation of 
violence after clashes between 
majority Sinhala Buddhists and 
minority Muslims erupted in 
other areas of central Sri Lanka’s 
riot-hit Kandy district.

Muslims make up 10 per cent 
of Sri Lanka’s total 21 million 
population. Sinhalese are a largely 
Buddhist ethnic group.

A total of 146 suspects have 
been arrested in Kandy - 135 over 
violence and 11 for violating the 
curfew - since March 4, a media 
report said yesterday.

Meanwhile, Kandy’s central 
province Chief Minister Sarath 
Ekanayake said today that all 
government schools which were 
closed on March 7 due to the un-
rest will reopen tomorrow.

The announcement came 
after police spokesman SP Ru-
wan Gunasekara said yesterday 
that curfew will not be imposed 
in Kandy as situation has been 
peaceful.

Human Rights Commission 
of Sri Lanka today summoned the 

Telecommunication Regulatory 
Commission over the temporary 
ban imposed on social media in-
cluding Facebook throughout the 
island nation last week.

The police had claimed that 
anti-Muslim rioters were using so-
cial media to spread anti-Muslim 
hatred.

Sports Minister Dayasiri Ja-
yasekara said although it was con-
sidered a human rights violation, 
the government had taken the de-
cision in order to curb the spread 
of false and malicious news and to 
stop the situation from going out 
of control.

“The state security was impor-
tant than anything else and we are 
glad the situation is now returning 
to normal,” Jayasekara was quoted 
as saying by the Colombo Gazette. 

Tensions between Muslim 
groups and the majority Sinhalese 
Buddhist community in the coun-
try have escalated since the end of 
the civil war in May 2009. 

In 2014, violence directed 
against Muslim minority groups 
broke out in the southwestern 
town of Aluthgama, following a 
rally by hardline Buddhist nation-
alist monks, resulting in the death 
of at least three Muslims.

Syria denies possession of chemical weapons

In remembrance 

Damascus, March 11 (IANS): Syrian Deputy 
Foreign Minister Faisal Mekdad on Saturday 
denied his government’s possession of chemi-
cal weapons or chlorine gas.

The foreign ministry renewed the govern-
ment’s stance regarding the recent accusa-
tions against Damascus of using chlorine gas 
in the battles against the rebels in the Eastern 
Ghouta countryside of Damascus, Xinhua 
reported.

“We completely deny any presence of 
chemical weapons including the chlorine gas 
and we condemn any use of such weapons. We 
think that there is no reason for any country in 
the world to threaten Syria as some have done 
or to use their weapons to target Syria,” he said.

Mekdad warned against the possible move 
by foreign powers such as the US and Britain 
to carry out military actions against Syria over 
the use of chemical weapons.

He also said that the rebels have been stag-
ing chemical attacks to frame the Syrian gov-

ernment, adding that intelligence information 
indicated that the rebels were planning a new 
chemical attack in Eastern Ghouta soon.

“We suggest everyone not to take any risk of 
military actions because the international situ-
ation is incapable of handling such aggressive 
practices at a time we look forward to seeing 
peace prevailing all over the world,” he added.

In January, activists claimed the Syrian 
forces used chlorine in an attack on the rebel-
held Eastern Ghouta, causing 21 people to 
suffer from breathing difficulties.

Last April, the US struck a military base in 
central Syria with more than 50 Tomahawk 
missiles, in retaliation to an alleged chemi-
cal attack by Syrian government forces on a 
rebel-held town in the northwestern province 
of Idlib.

The Syrian government denied the accusa-
tions, saying it is the rebels who mounted the 
attack to frame the government and draw in a 
military action from the US.

AP/PTI

President Donald Trump reacts to the crowd while speaking at a campaign rally for Re-
publican Rick Saccone in a hangar, Saturday, March 10, 2018, in Moon Township, Pa. Sac-
cone is running against Democrat Conor Lamb in a special election being held on March 
13 for the Pennsylvania 18th Congressional District vacated by Republican Tim Murphy. 
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Bono with a young patient at a health centre in Rwanda in 2006. (AFP)

Bono’s anti-poverty 
campaign faces 
harassment claims

Motley Crue movie crew member electrocuted on set

Pearl Jam release new song, ‘Can’t Deny Me’

Anupam Kher gives life lessons 
in Boston’s Babson College

Judas Priest’s Richie Faulkner 
questions the credibility of the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame

Acoustic singer Jordan 
Johnson performs in Kohima

Chastain donates $2,000 to woman’s fertility fund
Actress Jessica Chastain has donated $2,000 to a womans fertility fund after she 
criticised the actress on social media. Chastain shared a photo of herself on Instagram 
wearing a white t-shirt that read, “We Should All Be Feminists”. It was captioned: 
“Feminism: The theory of the political, economic, and social equality of the sexes.”
Twitter user Karin H. Schulz responded that Chastain only supports feminists who are 
anti-abortion. Chastain has long been an avid supporter of women’s rights and pay 
equality, and said she respected Schulz’s opinion. She wrote to her: “Yes you can de-
cide what is right for you. I am pro-choice and I believe that everyone has the right to 
make their own decision. I read about your journey to become a mother and it broke 
my heart. I hope that your dream will come true in 2018! Much love to you.” (IANS)
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T
he anti-poverty campaign 
co-founded by U2 front-
man Bono is being threat-
ened with legal action by 
former employees who have 

claimed that they were bullied by a 
senior official for almost four years and 
their complaints were not dealt with 
properly.

The One Campaign, created in 2004 
to fight extreme poverty and prevent-
able diseases, launched an investigation 
after a group of former employees from 
its Johannesburg office tweeted alle-
gations of management misconduct, 
claiming that some staff in Africa were 
“treated worse than dogs”, the Guardian 
reported late Saturday.

The group told an internal inquiry 
into events between 2011 and 2015 
that they were repeatedly ridiculed and 
belittled, and that a supervisor ordered 
them to do domestic work at her home 
at weekends. 

Another alleged that she was de-
moted for refusing to become intimate 
with a foreign government official, after 
her manager made “sexist and sugges-
tive comments” about her to him.

The allegations were revealed in a 
letter to members from Gayle Smith, 
who became One’s chief executive in 
March 2017. 

She said One had filed a serious inci-
dent report to the Charity Commission 
earlier this month.

The inquiry found that a former 

official subjected junior employees to 
“verbal or email statements such as call-
ing individuals ‘worthless’, ‘stupid’ and 
an ‘idiot’, at times doing so in front of 
third parties”, the Guardian quoted the 
charity as saying.

Smith said the campaign had not 
been able to corroborate the “appall-
ing claims” that the female employee 
had been demoted for not becoming 
intimate with the foreign official, but 
added: “We do not discount any al-
legation - we investigate them and will 
continue to do so should others arise.”

Meanwhile, Bono has issued an 
apology over the claims.

Bono told the Mail on Sunday: “We 
are all deeply sorry. I hate bullying, can’t 
stand it.”

The singer said he was left “reeling 
and furious” when he learned of the al-
legations in November.

“My team and I heard concerns 
about low morale and poor manage-
ment in this office but nothing along the 
lines of what emerged recently.

“The head office failed to protect 
those employees and I need to take 
some responsibility for that,” he told the 
Mail, adding that he would like to meet 
the victims to apologise in person. 

Other prominent members of the 
charity’s board include former British 
Prime Minister David Cameron and 
Sheryl Sandberg, Facebook’s Chief Op-
erating Officer.

IANS

A 
crew member of the 
Motley Crue biopic, 
“The Dirt”, was hos-
pitalised after being 
electrocuted on the 

film’s set.
The incident happened on 

the New Orleans set on Satur-
day, a representative for the film 
told hollywoodreporter.com.

The person, who has not 
been named, is a member of 
the off-set rigging crew and was 
de-rigging a set. The man is 
expected to recover, and is cur-
rently in the hospital. 

“Even though all of our 
safety protocols were in place, 
an accident did occur and a 
crew member was injured by 

electricity,” the representative 
said. The film is an adaptation 
of the book of the same name 
about the iconic metal band, 
and has been in the works since 
2003. It was previously put up at 
Paramount and Focus Features 
before Netflix took hold of it last 
year.

Jeff Tremaine is directing, 

and actors Iwan Rheon and 
Daniel Webber star as guitarist 
Mick Mars and frontman Vince 
Neil, respectively. 

Actor Douglas Booth will 
play Nikki Sixx, and rapper 
Machine Gun Kelly has been 
tapped to play drummer 
Tommy Lee.

IANS

A
ctor Anupam 
Kher says 
talking to the 
students of 
Babson Col-

lege in Boston about the 
power of failure was an 
enriching experience.

“Thank you students, 
President Kerry Healey 
and organisers of India 

Symposium at Babson 
College, Boston for 
your love, warmth and 
appreciation,” Anupam 
tweeted on Sunday. 

He added: “It was a 
great learning experi-
ence for me to talk to you 
about power of failure 
and life lessons. #Moti-
vationalLecture #Young-

BrightMinds.” 
Earlier this month, 

the actor was also invited 
to speak at LSE SU India 
Forum (LIF) 2018 hosted 
by the London School of 
Economics. On the work 
front, Anupam is busy 
with American medical 
drama “Bellevue”.

IANS

A
lthough they’ve 
been eligible since 
1999, it wasn’t 
until 2017 that 
Judas Priest were 

even nominated for induc-
tion into the Rock and Roll of 
Fame. They missed the cut, 
and guitarist Richie Faulkner 
believes that the Hall made a 
mistake by not recognizing the 
band and by giving short shrift 
to metal in general.

“I don’t speak for the rest of 
the band,” he told the Vindica-
tor of Youngstown, Ohio. “This 
is my own opinion. But [induc-
tion into the Rock Hall] means 
a lot for some fans. Metal has 
always been the underdog. For 
a band like Priest to be nomi-
nated is great for metal and its 
fans, and it’s great to see those 
fans being appreciated. On 
the other hand, I think after 50 

years of creating new music 
and touring the world, with 
our fan base, that’s more of an 
accolade than any award. Our 
fans are passionate.”

He added that only two 
full-fledged metal bands, Black 
Sabbath and Metallica, are 
currently in the Hall of Fame, 
which caused him to ask, “If 
Priest is not inducted, what is 
the credibility of it?”

Faulkner’s words echo 
those of frontman Rob 
Halford, who, on the day the 
inductees were announced, 
said during an interview on 
Phoenix radio, “Personally 
I would love it. As I’ve said 
before, I think we deserve it. 
We’ve put our 10,000 hours in 
and more, and beyond that 
we just feel that heavy metal 
music deserves more space 
on the shelf of the Rock & Roll 

Hall of Fame. We were thrilled 
and honored to even be nomi-
nated.”

But he also read the rejec-
tion e-mail he received from 
Greg Harris, the President and 
CEO of the Hall. The letter 
rattled off the names of several 
artists who were nominated 
multiple times before getting 
in, and encouraged them to 
stop the building next time he’s 
in Cleveland to see how their 
“six floors of exhibitions tell 
the remarkable history of rock 
and roll and how it changed 
the world. You’re part of that 
story and we’d love to share it 
with you.”

“So they basically sent you 
an invite,” host Paul “Neander-
paul” Marshall quipped. “You 
got a Groupon from the Rock 
& Roll Hall of Fame.”

Ultimateclassicrock

M
ulticultural acoustic singer Jordan 
Johnson, who started learning 
basic chords from his father at 
the age of 8, performed at D/Café 
on March 9, extending a good 

time to music aficionados and young people of 
Kohima. With roots in New Zealand and South 
Africa, he was born in Mussoorie and is currently 
based in New Delhi.

Jordan has performed in different parts of the 
world including North America, England, Ireland, 
South Africa, Nepal, Thailand, Switzerland, 
New Zealand, and Singapore and has also sung 
on stages that have seen the likes of Adele, Ed 
Sheeran, Chris Martin, and John Mayer. 

Currently in Nagaland for a musical explora-
tion, he is performing in cafes both in Kohima 
and Dimapur.  

Following his solo debut album- “Distance 
with a Kiss”, “Pieces of Mind” was also released in 
the year 2015 with his band NORTH.

The 22-year old acoustic singer is also releas-
ing an EP in March 2018. He was recently voted 
within the top 5 acoustic acts in New Delhi and 
is excited to share brand-new material in 2018 
that is the product of a year of self and musical 
exploration.

EMN
Multicultural acoustic singer Jor-
dan Johnson performing at DCafe 
in Kohima on March 9.

D
edicated Pearl Jam 
fans have gotten a 
nice little surprise 
today (March 10). 
The band released 

a new song called “Can’t Deny 
Me,” but it’s exclusive to mem-
bers of their Ten Club.

For the rest of us, they 
tweeted out a 25-second clip 
(embedded below), which 

included images of people 
protesting. Alternative Nation 
has heard the whole song and 
questions whether it could be 
directed at President Donald 
Trump, citing lyrics that they 
believe to be -- but by their 
own admission aren’t positive 
-- “And now you want me to 
plead / And be so grateful / For 
the air that I need,” “You may 

be rich but you can’t deny me,” 
“Try to talk down to me / My 
mind it ain’t so simple / Your 
vocabulary / Your ignorance 
is sinful” and “The country 
you are representing / Condi-
tion critical.” Pearl Jam haven’t 
released a studio album since 
2013’s Lightning Bolt, although 
last year they put out a concert 
movie called Let’s Play Two, a 

document of their 2016 two-
night stand at Chicago’s Wrigley 
Field. They also recorded “Obey 
the Law of the Heart,” a song 
that appeared in a Brie Larson 
movie called Basmati Blues. 
The track was written by Stone 
Gossard and featured contribu-
tions by Sain Zahoor and Priya 
Darshini.

Ultimateclassicrock
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Mirror Crossword 1758        sud0ku 1598
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1757

ACRoss
1. Husk or pod
6. Protects animals
10. Catholic ceremony
14. Civil or military authority in 

Turkey
15. Crustaceon
16. “Inter-____”
17. Heightened awareness
18. Decays
19. Maize
20. Marked with grooves
22. Horn
24. Frozen crystalline precipitation
25. Sliced sandwich meat
26. Triangular alluvial deposits
29. Sell
30. Muslim prayer leader
31. Burning with little smoke and 

no flame
37. City in Jordan
39. Petroleum
40. A lapel on women’s garments
41. Periods of weariness
44. Hole in a mountain
45. Naval Ordinance Test Station
46. US Socialist convicted of 

murder in 1916, Tom ______
48. Shakespearean Scottish king
52. Placard
53. Lawfully detain
54. Turn on or start up
58. Composer ____ Stravinsky
59. Actress ____ Lanchester
61. Pertaining to the soft palate
62. Fraud victim
63. Preciptation
64. Muse of lyric poetry

65. Stiff hair or bristle
66. Done to flies
67. Pig pens 

DoWn
1. Resorts
2. Stop
3. Utilizer
4. December holiday
5. Single-edged samurai sword
6. Fastener
7. Poke or incite
8. Feline
9. Steal and run
10. As a prefix, indicates 

largeness
11. Beside or with
12. Police car noisemaker
13. St. Nick
21. Throw
23. More aged
25. _____ of the ball
26. Rotary phone device
27. Actress ____ Thompson
28. Wallops
29. Renders invalid
32. Speech comes from this
33. Switch back
34. ____ the Terrible
35. Actress ____ Campbell

36. Earl ____ tea
38. Dressed to the _____
42. Walks unsteadily
43. Smear or strike (archaic)
47. Pointed arches
48. Household cleaning ladies
49. Debate or fight
50. Cropped (poetic)
51. City in Biblical Macedonia
52. Slight
54. Largest continent
55. Jai ____, sport
56. Vertical fist (karate)
57. Greek god of love
60. Rule

solutions to suD0ku 1597

New York, March 11 
(IANS): Scientists have 
combined data from 
three NASA satellites to 
develop a 3D model that 
simulates how shocks 
following coronal mass 
ejections (CMEs) propa-
gate from the Sun.

CMEs, often called 
solar storms or space 
storms, are a significant 
release of plasma and 
magnetic field from the 
solar corona. 

The CMEs set off 
interplanetary shocks 
when they erupt from the 
Sun at extreme speeds, 
propelling a wave of 
high-energy particles. 

These particles can 
spark space weather 
events around Earth, en-
dangering spacecraft and 
astronauts.

The scientists Ryun-
Young Kwon, solar phys-
icist at George Mason 
University in Virginia, 
and Angelos Vourlidas, 
astrophysicist from the 

Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, fit the CME data to 
their models -- one called 
the “croissant” model 
for the shape of nascent 
shocks, and the other 
the “ellipsoid” model for 
the shape of expanding 
shocks -- to uncover the 
3D structure and trajec-
tory of each CME and 
shock.

They used data from 
the NASA/ESA Solar and 
Heliospheric Observa-
tory (Soho) and NASA’s 
twin Solar Terrestrial Re-
lations Observatory (Ste-
reo) satellites.

Each spacecraft’s ob-
servations alone were 
not sufficient to model 
the shocks. 

But with three sets 
of eyes on the eruption, 
each of them spaced 
nearly evenly around the 
Sun, the scientists could 
use their models to recre-
ate a 3D view. 

Their work confirmed 
long-held theoretical pre-

dictions of a strong shock 
near the CME nose and a 
weaker shock at the sides.

In time, shocks travel 
away from the Sun. With 
the 3D information, the 
scientists were able to 
reconstruct their journey 
through space, the study 
showed. 

For the first time, the 
density of the plasma 
around the shock, in ad-
dition to the speed and 
strength of the energised 
particles was deduced by 
scientists. 

All of these factors 
are key to assessing the 
danger CMEs present to 
astronauts and space-
craft, said the team in a 
paper published in the 
Journal of Space Weather 
and Space Climate. 

Understanding a 
shock’s structure -- par-
ticularly how it devel-
ops and accelerates -- is 
key to predicting how it 
might disrupt near-Earth 
space.

New York, March 11 (IANS): Researchers 
have identified 36 new genes that plays 
a causal role in cardiac hypertrophy -- 
abnormal thickening of the heart muscle 
-- which can lead to heart failure.

“This is an exciting direction for 
personalised medicine, and also for 
identifying genes and therapeutic targets 
for complex diseases that involve many 
genes,” said co-author of the study Alain 
Karma, professor at the Northeastern 
University.

According to the Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention, one in four 
deaths in the US each year are due to 
heart disease.

“The framework described in the pa-
per can also be used to predict whether 
individuals suffering from a particular 
disease will respond to a given drug 
treatment,” said lead author Marc Santo-
lini, a postdoctoral research associate at 
Centre for Complex Network Research.

For the study, published in the jour-
nal npj Systems Biology, the research-
ers took an entirely different approach 
-- using the Hybrid Mouse Diversity 
Panel, a collection of 100 genetically dif-
ferent strains of mice that can be used to 
analyse the genetic and environmental 

factors underlying complex traits.
Within each strain, the mice are in-

bred, making them all identical twins on 
a genetic level.

Researchers took two mice from 
the same strain and gave one of them 
a stressor drug that induces heart fail-
ure. They then compared the stressed 
mouse’s gene expression with its non-
stressed twin.

Since the mice have the same ge-
nome, they were able to pinpoint indi-
vidual genes that changed expression as 
a direct result of the heart stressor.

Among the identified 36 such genes, 
many of these genes were previously un-
known to be implicated in heart failure, 
the researcher said.

They mentioned that one of them is 
known as a transcription factor, mean-
ing it controls the expression of many 
other genes.

They confirmed the gene’s role by 
using molecular biology techniques 
to silence it and observe the resulting 
changes of expression.

They found the transcription factor 
gene was directly connected to a whole 
network of proteins known to play a role 
in cardiac hypertrophy.

London, March 11(IANS): 
An international team, in-
cluding Chinese research-
ers, has demonstrated 
a large-scale integrated 
quantum photonic cir-
cuit, which may pave the 
way for manufacturing 
massive components for 
the realization of an opti-
cal quantum computer, a 
new study revealed.

According to a study 
released by the Univer-
sity of Bristol, Integrat-
ed Quantum Photonics 
allows the routing and 
control of single particles 
of light with intrinsically 
high stability and preci-
sion, however to date it 
has been limited to small-

NAsA reveals plans for 
future missions to Moon

New chip technology can boost quantum computing power

Scientists identify 36 new genes 
implicated in cardiac disease

Scientists recreate solar eruption in 3D
Indian-origin researchers develop handy blood pressure app, hardware

Managing eating habits may be key to mitigate malaria, parasite — Study

Sleep spindles may help in 
improving memory retention

Washington, March 11 
(IANS): The first of two 
mid-size commercial 
missions to the Moon for 
NASA could come as early 
as 2022, said the US space 
agency which is focused 
on increasing science ac-
tivities near and on the 
Earth’s natural satellite 
and ultimately returning 
humans to its surface.

As part of US President 
Donald Trump’s fiscal year 
2019 budget proposals, 
NASA is planning a new 
Moon-focused explora-
tion campaign that starts 
with a series of progres-
sive commercial robotic 
missions.

“The Moon will play 
an important role in ex-
panding human presence 
deeper into the solar sys-
tem,” Bill Gerstenmaier, 
Associate Administrator 
of the Human Explora-
tion and Operations Mis-
sion Directorate at NASA 

Headquarters in Washing-
ton said in a statement on 
Thursday.

“Coupled with the ca-
pabilities enabled by the 
Lunar Orbital Platform-
Gateway, these missions 
will usher in a new era of 
exploration of the Moon 
and its resources, and 
provide a training 
ground for human 
missions to Mars,” 
Gerstenmaier add-
ed. 

N A S A  s a i d  i t 
plans to enlist a series 
of commercial robotic 
landers and rockets to 
meet lunar payload deliv-
ery and service needs. 

The agency intends to 
release a draft request for 
proposals this spring to 
initiate commercial lunar 
payload service contracts 
for surface delivery as ear-
ly as 2019. 

NASA already has part-
nerships with three US 

companies that are ad-
vancing technologies to 
deliver cargo payloads to 
the lunar surface. 

The partners -- Astro-
botic 

Tech-
nology of Pittsburgh; Mas-
ten Space Systems of Mo-
jave, California; and Moon 
Express of Cape Canaveral, 
Florida -- began work in 
2014 under NASA’s Lunar 
Cargo Transportation and 
Landing by Soft Touch-
down (Lunar CATALYST) 
initiative. 

The original three-year 
agreements were amend-
ed to extend the work for 
another two years.

The Lunar CATALYST 
partnerships have 
helped advance 
commercial  ca-

pabilities to deliver 
small payloads to the 

lunar surface.
But the agency is also 

interested in understand-
ing and developing re-
quirements for future hu-

man landers. 
By developing land-

ers with mid-size payload 
capacity (500 to 1,000 kg -- 
roughly the size of a smart 
car) first, this will allow 
evolution toward large-
scale human-rated lunar 
landers (5,000 to 6,000 kg). 

Additionally, this class 
of lander can support larg-
er payloads to the Moon 
addressing science and ex-
ploration objectives such 
as sample return, resource 

prospecting, demonstra-
tions of in-situ resource 
utilisation (ISRU), and 
others.

The agency said it 
would seek information 
from industry later this 
month for larger lander 
development, and deter-
mine how best to proceed 
with potential partner-
ships. 

NASA plans to follow 
that effort with a solicita-
tion to enable the partner-
ships between NASA and 
industry. 

The agency is also 
planning to build a lunar 
outpost in the 2020s.

The Lunar Orbital Plat-
form-Gateway will serve 
NASA and its commercial 
and international part-
ners as a uniquely valu-
able staging point and 
communications relay for 
exploration and science 
missions in deep space, 
the agency said.

New York, March 11 (IANS): Want to 
strengthen your cognitive skills regard-
ing any relevant information? Sleep 
spindles can help you in retaining new 
memories related to any newly learned 
information when you sleep.

Sleep spindles are half-second to 
two-second bursts of oscillatory brain 
activity -- occurring during non-rapid 
eye movement sleep stages two and 
three -- and measured in the 10 to 16 
Hertz range on an electroencephalo-
gram (EEG).Previous researches had 
shown that the number of spindles dur-
ing the night could predict a person’s 
memory the next day.

“While it has been shown previously 
that targeted memory reactivation can 
boost memory consolidation during 

sleep, we now show that sleep spindles 
might represent the key underlying 
mechanism,” said Bernhard Staresina, 
post-doctoral student at the University 
of Birmingham.

“Thus, direct induction of sleep 
spindles -- for example, via transcranial 
electrical stimulation -- perhaps com-
bined with targeted memory reactiva-
tion, may enable us to further improve 
memory performance while we sleep.”

For the study, published in the jour-
nal Current Biology, the researchers 
devised an experiment in which people 
learned to associate particular adjectives 
with particular objects and scenes.

Some study participants then took a 
90-minute nap after their study session, 
whereas others stayed awake. 

scale demonstrations in 
which only a small num-
ber of components are 
integrated on a chip.

Scaling up these quan-
tum circuits is of para-
mount importance to in-

creasing the complexity 
and computational pow-
er of modern quantum 
information processing 
technologies, Xinhua re-
ported.

In this study, pub-

lished in the journal Sci-
ence, researchers man-
aged to integrate in a 
single chip 550 optical 
components, allowing 
the integrated photonic 
chip to entangle photons 
to incredible levels of 
precision. The chip was 
realized using a scalable 
silicon photonics tech-
nology, similar to today’s 
electronic circuits.

“Our quantum chip 
allows us to reach un-
precedented levels of 
precision and control of 
multidimensional entan-
glement, a key factor in 
many quantum informa-
tion tasks of computing 
and communication,” 

said lead author, Dr Jian-
wei Wang from the Uni-
versity of Bristol.

The chip sets a new 
standard for complexity 
and precision of quan-
tum photonics, with im-
mediate applications for 
quantum technologies, 
according to the study.

“The development of 
powerful large-scale inte-
grated photonic quantum 
chips will provide an ef-
ficient route to the future 
applications in the fields 
of quantum communica-
tion, quantum computing 
and many others,” said 
Qihuang Gong, the lead 
academic from Peking 
University.

New York, March 11 (IANS): To 
get the accuracy of cuff devices 
and the convenience of mobile 
device apps, a team led by an 
Indian-origin researcher has cre-
ated a new app and hardware to 
measure blood pressure.

The technology, details of 
which were published in the 
journal Science Translational 
Medicine along with a video, also 
includes a discovery of a more 
convenient measurement point.

“We targeted a different artery, 

the transverse palmer arch artery 
at the fingertip, to give us better 
control of the measurement,” 
said lead author Anand Chan-
drasekhar.

“We were excited when we 
validated this location. Being able 
to use your fingertip makes our 
approach much easier and more 
accessible,” Chandrasekhar, a 
doctoral student at the University 
of Michigan, added.

The approach uses two sen-
sors -- an optical sensor on top of 

a force sensor. The sensor unit and 
other circuitry are housed in a one 
centimetre-thin case attached 
to the back of the phone. Users 
turn on the app and press their 
fingertip against the sensor unit. 
With their finger on the unit, they 
hold their phone at heart level and 
watch their smartphone screen 
to ensure they are applying the 
correct amount of finger pressure.

“A key point was to see if users 
could properly apply the finger 
pressure over time, which lasts 

as long as an arm-cuff measure-
ment,” added senior author Ra-
makrishna Mukkamala.

“We were pleased to see that 
90 percent of the people trying it 
were able to do it easily after just 
one or two practice tries,” Muk-
kamala noted.

This invention could give pa-
tients a convenient option and 
keeping a log of daily measure-
ments would produce an accurate 
average, discounting an occasion-
al measurement anomaly.

London, March 11 (IANS): 
Malaria infections might 
be brought under control 
by managing the eating 
habits of infected people 
or animals, as a new study 
suggests that meal times 
are an important driver 
in enabling the disease to 
thrive.
According to the study, 
tests in infected mice 
found that malaria para-

sites in the blood timed 
their daily multiplication 
rhythms to match when 
the animals were fed.

When the mice’s meal-
time changed, the para-
sites altered the timing of 
when they invaded red 
blood cells, researchers 
said. “We were surprised 
by how strongly malar-
ia infection responded 
to changes in the eating 

times of the mice they 
were infecting. This of-
fers a new avenue for re-
search,” said lead author of 
the study, Kimberley Prior 
from the University of Ed-
inburgh. “If we can disrupt 
the link, it could reduce 
both the impact and the 
spread of malaria infec-
tion,” Prior added. The 
study, published in the 
journal PLOS Pathogens, 

showed that the parasites’ 
rhythms were linked to 
daily changes in blood 
sugar levels in the mice.

Interfering with the bi-
ological pathways that link 
eating to parasite rhythms 
-- perhaps through diet, 
or drugs that manipulate 
the process -- could re-
duce both the severity and 
spread of malaria infec-
tion, the researchers said.

The researchers also 
studied the timing of para-
site rhythms -- in multipli-
cation and red blood cell 
invasion -- in groups of 
malaria-infected mice.

Changing the feeding 
times of the animals, by 
allowing them to eat dur-
ing the day instead of at 
night, altered the timing 
of parasite multiplication 
from night to day.



Venus and Serena Williams

Bayern Munich's Franck Ribery scores their fifth goal against Hamburg SV at the Allianz Arena in Munich, 
Germany on March 10.

Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang scored his third goal for Arsenal as Arsene Wenger's men eased to victory
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Akhil Sheoran won his first medal at the ISSF World Cup

Serena and Venus Williams 
win to set up third-round clash

Bayern close in on title and send Hamburg nearer to relegation

Akhil Sheoran wins gold 
in shooting World Cup

KTC felicitates Nagaland U-21 football team

EPL: Wenger gets boost as Arsenal sink Watford

Indian Wells (United 
States), March 11 (re-
uters): Serena Williams 
continued her tennis 
comeback with a 7-6(5) 
7-5 win over Kiki Bertens 
at the BNP Paribas Open 
on Saturday, setting up a 
third-round encounter 
with her sister Venus.

Serena, who is re-
turning to the sport after 
taking more than a year 
away to have a baby, was 
ragged at times but used 
her power to wear down 
the Dutch 29th seed in 
Indian Wells, California.

“I’m getting there. I 
have such a long way to 
go,” the 23-times grand 
slam champion told re-
porters.

“It definitely felt better 
than the first round, but 
I’m still a little rusty.

“I’m still making er-
rors that I don’t normally 
make. I call this a trial run, 
of travelling with the baby 
and all of this is just so 
new to me.”

Venus moved into the 
third round by beating 
Romanian Sorana Cirstea 
6-3 6-4 in the preceding 
match.

Monday’s meeting 
will be the earliest be-

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 1 
( E M N ) : T h e  Ko h i m a 
Town Club (KTC) felici-
tated and congratulated 
the Nagaland U-21 team 
which recently won the 
Dr. T.Ao Football Tourna-
ment at Guwahati, As-
sam.

In a press statement, 
the Kohima Town Club 

(KTC) hoped that the 
young footballers would 
be able to achieve more 
laurel and glory in the 
days and years to come.

The KTC also feels 
that the State Govern-
ment should felicitate the 
winning team in a grand 
manner.     

Meanwhile the KTC 

also informed that all the 
Clubs that participated in 
the 1st Kohima Football 
League (KFL), 2017 to at-
tend a meeting on March 
17 at 4 pm at WTF, near 
Cathedral Church.

The Club’s President, 
secretary and Team Man-
agement can attend the 
meeting with KTC.

London, March 11 (AFp): 
Arsene Wenger received a 
welcome boost as Arsenal 
eased a little of the pres-
sure on their beleaguered 
boss with a 3-0 win over 
Watford on Sunday.

After a wretched run 
left Wenger fighting to 
save his job, a 2-0 win at 
AC Milan in the Europa 
League on Thursday of-
fered the Frenchman tem-
porary respite from the 
torrent of abuse he has 
endured this season.

Maintaining the mo-
mentum from that last-16 
victory in the San Siro, 
Wenger's side ended a 
run of three successive 
Premier League defeats 
with a solid display at the 
Emirates Stadium.

Shkodran Mustafi's 
early opener and a cool 
finish from Pierre-Emer-
ick Aubameyang put them 
in control.

In a moment of sweet 
vindication, Watford cap-
tain Troy Deeney, who had 

questioned Arsenal's spirit 
earlier this season, had a 
second-half penalty saved 
by Petr Cech.

Henrikh Mkhitaryan's 
strike wrapped up the 
points, but there was con-
cern for Wenger as Mustafi 
limped off in the closing 
stages.

Arsenal, who had lost 
eight of their previous 14 
matches in all competi-
tions, remain in sixth place 
and trail fourth-placed 
Tottenham by 10 points 
ahead of their rivals' trip 
to Bournemouth later on 
Sunday.

Winning the Europa 
League guarantees quali-
fication for next season's 
Champions League and, 
with Arsenal's hopes of 
achieving that goal via a 
top-four finish looking 
bleak, it was no surprise 
Wenger prioritised the 
continental competition.

With the second leg 
against Milan looming on 
Thursday, Wenger rested 

New Delhi, March 11 
(ptI): Young Akhil Sheo-
ran clinched the gold 
medal in men's 50m rifle 
3 position with plenty to 
spare as India continued 
their superlative run at the 
ISSF World Cup in Guada-
lajara, Mexico.

Sheoran, thus, be-
came the fourth young 
Indian shooter to win a 
medal on ISSF World Cup 
debut.

This was after the likes 
of Shahzar Rizvi, Manu 
Bhaker, Mehuli Ghosh 
and Anjum Moudgil had 
put India on top of the 
medal standings with 
their performances over 
the last week.

Sheoran's gold was In-
dia's fourth of the compe-
tition and makes it almost 
certain that the country 
would finish on top of 
the medals tally for the 
first time in an ISSF World 
Cup.

Sheoran shot 455.6 in 
the final to pip Austria's 
Bernhard Pickl in second 
place with 452.

In a classy field which 
included 38-time ISSF 
medallist and Hungarian 
rifle legend Peter Sidi, Rio 
Olympic Bronze medallist 
Alexis Reynauld of France 
and air rifle gold medal-
list Istvan Peni, also of 
Hungary besides India's 
champion 3 position ex-
ponent Sanjeev Rajput, 
Sheoran's performance 
in tough conditions belied 
his age and experience.

Earlier in the qualifi-
cation round where each 
shooter shoots 40-shots 
in each position, the ex-
perienced Rajput shot a 
solid 1176 out of a pos-
sible 1200 to qualify sec-
ond behind Peni who shot 
1178.

Sheoran was fourth 
with 1174 while young 
Swapnil Kusale, compet-
ing in his first World Cup, 
shot 1168 for seventh 

Berlin, March 11 (re-
uters): Bayern Munich 
closed in on a sixth suc-
cessive title and sent Ham-
burg SV closer to a first-
ever relegation from the 
Bundesliga with a 6-0 rout 
of the beleaguered Dinos 
on Saturday.

Robert Lewandowski 
scored a hat-trick and 
missed a penalty as he 
reached 100 Bundesliga 
goals for Bayern in an em-
barrassingly one-sided 
match which was over as 
a contest after 20 minutes.

It was a sadly famil-
iar story for Hamburg 
who have 
conceded 
5 0  g o a l s 
i n  t h e i r 
last eight 
B u n d e s -
liga games 
at Bayern, 
including 
two 6-0 de-
feats, two 
8-0 losses 
a n d  o n e 
9-2 reverse.

Leaders Bayern stayed 

20 points clear of Schal-
ke 04, who won 1-0 at 

Mainz 05 
on Friday, 
with eight 
games to 
g o  a n d 
a re  o n l y 
two wins 
away from 
clinching 
the title.

T h e y 
could even 
wrap it up 

next week if 
they win at RB Leipzig and 

Through this column I express my 
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me for the second term in the recently 
concluded General Assembly Election 
to the 13th NLA. The faith and trust that 
you have reposed on me has thrown 
me a bigger challenge to work harder 
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privilege and opportunities to all section 
of our constituency people to bring about 
change and prosperity as enshrined in 
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tween the Williams sisters 
since their first 
professional 
match in the 
second round 
o f  t h e  1 9 9 8 
A u s t r a l i a n 
Open.

It  will  be 
the 29th be-
tween the pair, 
with Serena leading the 
head-to-head record 17-
11.

That record includes a 
walkover victo-
ry for Serena at 
Indian Wells in 
2001, when Ve-
nus pulled out 
minutes before 
their sched-
uled semi-final 
citing a knee 
injury.

Spectators vented their 
displeasure with the with-
drawal during the final, 

booing Serena and jeering 
her sister and father Rich-
ard Williams when the 
pair arrived to watch the 
match. Richard Williams 
alleged he had heard racist 
taunts.

Serena boycotted the 
event until 2015.

“Obviously I wish it 
was anybody else in the 
draw, literally anybody, 
but that’s okay,” she said.

“I really abhor every 

time we play, but I do en-
joy the battle when I’m out 
there. It’s just afterwards I 
don’t like it as much.”

Venus recovered from 
a break down in the sec-
ond set against Cirstea, 
winning five consecutive 
games to close it out.

“It takes me a few 
games, a few matches 
before hopefully you get 
it where you want it to 
be,” said the number eight 
seed after her first match 
in a month.

“(I was) just trying to 
work the point, do what 
it takes to win the point. 
I haven’t played in a long 
time.”

Also moving into the 
third round was defend-
ing champion Elena Vesn-
ina, who beat American 
Catherine Bellis 2-6 6-1 
6-1.

Danish second seed 
Caroline Wozniacki beat 
Spaniard Lara Arruabar-
rena 6-4 6-1, while Ukrai-
nian fourth seed Elina Svi-
tolina defeated German 
Mona Barthel 6-4 6-3.

Seeds Madison Keys 
(15), Magdalena Ryba-
rikova (18) and Anett 
Kontaveit (28) all lost on 
Saturday.

other results go in their 
favour.

Hamburg, the only 
ever-present team in the 
Bundesliga’s 55-year his-
tory, will now have to pull 
off a great escape to keep 
their proud record in-
tact. They are 17th in the 
18-team table and seven 
points adrift of Mainz in 
the relegation playoff spot.

“That’s not the football 
I want to see,” Hamburg 
coach Bernd Hollerbach 
said.

“We saw what hap-
pens when you give Bay-
ern bit of space. You can 
always lose to Bayern, but 
I didn’t like the manner of 
our defeat.”

Hamburg held out 
for eight minutes before 
Gotoku Sakai’s tackle on 
Arjen Robben succeeded 
only in sending the ball 
to the feet of Franck Rib-
ery and the Frenchman 
rounded Christian Ma-
thenia to open the scoring.

Four minutes later, 
Robben found Joshua 
Kimmich in space on the 
right and his cross was 
headed in by Lewandows-
ki for the second.

It was all too easy for 
Bayern who added a third 
in the 19th minute. Jerome 
Boateng picked out David 
Alaba with a long pass 
forward and the Austrian 
side-footed the ball into 
the path of Lewandowski 

for the Pole to score first-
time.

Robben got in on the 
act in the 55th minute 
with a left-foot shot from 
the edge of the area and 
Ribery slalomed his way 
through the Hamburg de-
fence for his second and 
Bayern’s fifth.

Lewandowksi missed 
a chance for his hat-trick 
as he sent his penalty over 
in the 86th minute but 
he made amends when 
the hosts were awarded 
another spot-kick shortly 
afterwards.

Bayern have 66 points 
with Schalke 04 on 46 
while Bayer Leverkusen 
moved up to third with 44 
by beating Borussia Mo-
enchengladbach 2-0 with 
goals from Lucas Alario 
and Julian Brandt.

Hoffenheim added to 
VfL Wolfsburg’s problems 
with a 3-0 win which left 
their opponents in 15th 
place and ahead of Mainz 
only on goal difference.

Nico Schulz and Serge 
Gnabry scored for sev-
enth-placed Hoffenheim 
before Joshua Guilavogui 
put through his own net.

Michael Gregoritsch 
scored twice to lead Augs-
burg to a 3-1 win at Han-
nover 96, who replied with 
a long-range effort from 
Salif Sane, while Hertha 
Berlin and Freiburg played 
out a goalless draw.

place to ensure all three 
Indians made the eight-
man final.

Rajput had the best 
prone round among all 
qualifiers with a 398 out 
of 400 while both he and 
Sheoran had the strongest 
kneeling round among 
the eight with scores of 
392 each.

Sw a p n i l  h a d  t h e 
strongest standing round 
among the three Indians 
with a 390 score which 
was the second best in 
the position among all 
qualifiers.

In the final, Rajput was 
strongest off the blocks, 
being in second spot after 
the first 10 kneeling shots 
with Sheoran in third and 
Swapnil in joint fourth 
place.

At the end of it, Rajput 
was 0.6 clear of second 
placed Austrian Pickl. 
Sheoran was in fourth and 
Swapnil in fifth place with 
Istvan Peni looming in 
third spot.

World number one in 
the event and Rio Olym-
pics bronze medallist 
Alexis Raynauld of France 
was down in eighth place, 

while Sidi was placed sev-
enth after the first Kneel-
ing position.

Rajput got stronger in 
the 15-shot prone round 
and by the end of it was 
1.1 clear of second placed 
Sheoran.

After five shots in the 
standing round, Sheoran 
was a point clear of the 
field with Peni moving to 
second. Sheoran led the 
field at the end of the third 
round with a comfortable 
2.3 point margin.

Sheoran came up with 
a 10.8 in the 42nd shot to 
seal the gold in his favour. 
And even a 10.8 in the next 
shot could not help Raiput 
to finish on the podium 
and he had to be content 
with the fourth place.

Meanwhile,  Manu 
Bhaker has qualified in 
fourth place for the wom-
en's 25m Pistol Final, 
shooting a score of 581.

Annu Raj Singh shot 
575 to finish 10th. Anna 
Korakaki, the reigning 
Olympic Champion in the 
event and Heidi Gerber, 
the Rio Bronze medallist, 
are also among the eight 
who have qualified.

Aaron Ramsey and Lau-
rent Koscielny and left Jack 
Wilshere on the bench.

Aubameyang was one 
of the established stars 
who started for Arsenal 
and the Gabon striker 
should have opened the 
scoring when he raced 
onto Mesut Ozil's pass 
and shot straight at Wat-
ford goalkeeper Orestis 
Karnezis.

For the second succes-

sive home game, a signifi-
cant amount of seats were 
empty as fans stayed away 
in protest at Wenger's 
woes.

The subdued atmo-
sphere lent an 'end of an 
era' feel to the match, but 
it didn't bother Arsenal, 
who had a point to prove 
to Watford captain Dee-
ney.

Deeney had infuriated 
Arsenal by accusing them 

of a lack of "cojones" after 
Watford beat Wenger's 
men in October.

Fuelled by that jibe, Ar-
senal took the lead in the 
eighth minute. When Ozil 
swung a deep free-kick 
towards the far post, Mus-
tafi punished slack mark-
ing by Jose Holebas and 
Adrian Mariappa as the 
German defender pow-
ered a close-range header 
past Karnezis.


