
K Therie 

This leopard, stated to have been rescued from Tuli in Mokokchung  
district, being brought to the Nagaland Zoological Park at 
Rangapahar in Dimapur. 
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Surprise is the  
greatest gift which  

life can grant us. 

~ Boris Pasternak
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 28° 12°
Agartala 35° 18°
Gangtok 20° 06°
Guwahati 32° 16°
Imphal 28° 08°

Itanagar 24° 14°
Shillong 22° 07°
Delhi 33° 18°
Kolkata 36° 23°
Chennai 33° 23°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 25.6° 10.9°
DIMAPUR 28.2° 14°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 66%
DIMAPUR NIL 85%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Therie resigns from NPCC’s top post

Suresh Prabhu is civil 
aviation minister

32 cr. Aadhaar numbers 
linked to voter ID cards –CEC

Rescued leopard finds home at NZP 

Cleaner election? Citizens purge city streets of poll dross

Eye on China: India, France ink pact 
to use each other's military bases

    

SportS

Tripura CM allocates portfolios; 
keeps Home, PWD | P4

Eastern Mirror 
wishes the best to all 
the readers especially 

the Zeliang 
community on the 

occasion of  Mileinyi 
festival. May this 
festival usher in 

peace and blessings 
for all.

A journalist, Arien Jamir, works at peeling off a poster during a clean-the-town event in Dimapur on 
Saturday. 

Guardiola fined $28,000 for  
wearing yellow ribbon |  P11

New Delhi, March 10 (PTI): Re-
flecting a growing depth in de-
fence ties, India and France today 
inked a strategic pact providing 
for the use of each other's military 
facilities including opening naval 
bases to warships, an agreement 
that comes amid China's grow-
ing military expansionism in the 
Indo-Pacific region.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and French President Emmanuel 
Macron held wide-ranging delib-
erations during which they also 
decided to create an annual de-
fence dialogue at the ministerial 
level to explore ways to further 
deepen defence and strategic ties.

There were indications that 
the French side pitched for pro-
curement of another batch of 36 
Rafale jets by India during the 
talks.

Officials said the issue was also 
raised by French Defence Minister 
Florence Parly during a meeting 
with her Indian counterpart Nir-
mala Sitharaman.

The two countries also signed 
a pact on exchange and reciprocal 
protection of classified or protect-
ed information which came in the 
backdrop of the Indian govern-
ment refusing to divulge details 
of the multi-billion dollar Indo-
French Rafale fighter jet deal.

On ties in the maritime secu-
rity sphere, the French President 
said both the countries will have 
"unprecedented" level of co-
operation to ensure peace and 
stability in the Indian Ocean and 
Pacific regions.

He said space agencies of both 
countries will have joint monitor-
ing mechanism for developments 
in the maritime sphere, while 
navies of the two nations will 
share intelligence and call their 
respective military bases for any 
requirement.

Detailed discussions on spe-
cific projects including on the 
Scorpene submarine programme 
for the Indian Navy was also dis-
cussed during the Sitharaman-
Parly talks.

A joint statement issued after 
the talks said the pact on protec-
tion of classified information re-
flected the high level of "strategic 
trust" between the two countries.

It said Modi and Macron 
noted with satisfaction the "on-
schedule" progress in the imple-
mentation of acquisition related 
agreements, including the Rafale 
aircraft deal and the construction 
of six Scorpene submarines in In-
dia, in collaboration with French 
shipbuilder Naval Group.

"They looked forward to con-
tinue their discussions to expand 
and deepen the ongoing defence 
manufacturing partnerships," the 
joint statement said.

The Indo-French agreement 
on reciprocal logistics support 
for armed forces came nearly two 
years after India signed a similar 
pact with the US on use of each 
other's land, air and naval bases.

Officials said the agreement 
will facilitate the reciprocal provi-
sion of logistic support, supplies 
and services between the armed 

forces of the two countries dur-
ing authorised port visits, joint 
exercises and joint training among 
others.

"The agreement is symbolic of 
the strategic depth and maturity 
reached in India-France defence 
ties," the joint statement said.

The two sides inked the pact 
amid China's growing assertive-
ness in the Indian Ocean and the 
Pacific region.

Referring to maritime security 
cooperation, Modi and Macron 
reiterated that it will be crucial 
in order to maintain the safety 
of international sea lanes for 
unimpeded commerce and com-
munications.

"Our defence cooperation 
is very strong and we consider 
France among the most trusted 
defence partners," Modi said in 
a statement to the media, in the 
presence of Macron.

He said the pact on recipro-
cal logistic support between the 
armed forces is a "golden step" in 
defence relations.

Noting that defence coop-
eration between the two countries 
now has a "new significance", Ma-
cron talked about the Scorpene 
submarine project for the Indian 
Navy and the fighter jet deal for 
the Air Force.

"India had made a sovereign 
decision in this respect (Rafale 
fighter jet) and we are monitor-
ing the progress in the field. We 
very much want to continue the 
programme. It is a long-term con-
tract which is mutually beneficial. 

I personally consider it as the 
heart of the strategic partnership," 
Macron said. The French govern-
ment has been pressing India to 
go for another batch of 36 Rafale 
jets. The Indian Air Force has also 
been favouring procurement of 
more Rafale from France. It had 
communicated to India earlier 
too, seeking additional orders of 
Rafale jets.

India had signed a govern-
ment-to-government deal with 
France in 2016 to buy 36 Rafale 
fighter jets at a cost of about the 
Rs 58,000-crore. The Congress 
has been demanding details of 
the deal, alleging that the deal ne-
gotiated under its rule was much 
cheaper than the contract signed 
by the Modi government.

The joint statement said both 
sides also emphasised the impor-
tance of the joint military exercis-
es and affirmed their intention to 
enhance the level of the exercises.

It said both sides acknowl-
edged that the Make-in-India 
initiative offers a valuable op-
portunity for Indian and French 
defence enterprises to enter into 
co-development and co-produc-
tion projects in the defence sec-
tor, including through transfer of 
technologies.

"The leaders noted ongoing 
discussions between DRDO and 
SAFRAN on combat aircraft en-
gine and encouraged necessary 
measures and forward-looking 
approaches to facilitate early con-
clusion," it said.

(Related story in page 8)

Eastern Mirror Desk
D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 0 : 
Now that the election 
frenzy has ebbed and 
euphoria over a new gov-
ernment is on, members 
of the public of Dimapur 
district were left with the 
clutter and gutter of po-
litical parties' campaign 
posters,  bunting and 
bills pasted across the 
town's public areas. 

As is customary after 
elections are announced 
p o l i t i c a l  w o rk e r s  g o 
around slapping fairly 
large amount of glue 
pastes on any private 
and public wall, pillar 
and shutter, to declare 
their slogans. Such 'tire-
less' efforts of political 
workers go on till late 
nights.

Visually inescapable 
and omnipresent—not 
to mention an eyesore—
such posters are a ma-
jor aspect of elections. 
But the story is all about 
post-elections: The faces 
of those who prevailed 
and those that lost stare 

blankly from betel-nut-
spit and lime-stained 
walls. 

Vocal opposition to 
the practice of defacing 
public areas with po-
litical campaign materi-
als are emerging. A few 
spoke to Eastern Mirror 
about the election lit-
ter. In some countries, 
election litter is a term 
used to describe the un-
lawful set up of political 
advertising on private 
residences or property 
owned by the local gov-
ernment and it is usually 
banned by local govern-
ments. 

A government em-
ployee while keeping 
this in mind said that the 
same people who were 
entrusted to put up these 
posters for their candi-
date should also take 
them down. “The ones 
who put up the posters 
know exactly where they 
stuck them so it will be 
easier for them to know 
where and take them 
down.” 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, March 10: In the aftermath 
of a bruising 2018 Nagaland election in 
which his party failed to register a single 
win, a beleaguered K Therie on Saturday 
resigned from the post of president of 
the Nagaland Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (NPCC).     

Confirming this to Eastern Mirror, 
Therie informed over phone that his 
resignation was an outcome of the 
Congress party drawing a blank in the 

D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  1 0 
(EMN): An adult male 
leopard was rescued from 
Wameken valley near Tuli 
town in Mokokchung dis-
trict on March 9 by work-
ers from the Nagaland 
Zoological Park (NZP).

A press release from 
the zoo's officials on Sat-
urday informed that the 
leopard ‘is a healthy adult 
male and presently kept 
in the confinement fa-
cility of the zoo.’ It was 
informed that the rescue 
team included a deputy 
ranger, the zoo's veterinar-
ian, and ‘a support staff of 
zookeepers.’ 

The NZP's authorities 
thanked the director of the 
Community Educational 
Centre Society, the officer 
in charge of Tuli police sta-
tion, and ‘all the persons 
involved during the safe 
and timely conduct of this 
rescue mission.’ 

New Delhi, March 10 
(PTI): Commerce and In-
dustries minister Suresh 
Prabhu was today given 
additional charge of the 
Civil Aviation Ministry, a 
day after the resignation 
of TDP's Ashok Gajap-
athi Raju was accepted by 
President Ram Nath Ko-
vind, a Rashtrapati Bha-
van spokesperson said.

In a brief communi-
que, the spokesperson 
said, "The President, as 
advised by the Prime Min-
ister, has directed that 
Suresh Prabhu, Cabinet 
Minister, shall be assigned 
the charge of the Min-
istry of Civil Aviation, in 
addition to his existing 
portfolio." 

Raju and another Tel-
ugu Desam Party (TDP) 
MP Y S Chowdary had 
resigned from the council 

Bengaluru, March 10 
(PTI) :  As many as 32 
crore Aadhaar numbers 
have been linked to voter 
ID cards, Chief Election 
Commissioner O P Rawat 
said today.

"So far, as many as 32 
crore Aadhaar numbers 
have been linked to vot-
ers' ID cards. Another 54.5 
crore will be done as soon 
as we get a nod from the 
Supreme Court," he told 
reporters on the sidelines 
of the 14th National Con-
ference of the Association 
for Democratic Reforms 
(ADR), an NGO, here.

Asked how long it 
would take to link an-
other 54.5 crore Aadhaar 
numbers, Rawat said "we 
did 32 crore in just three 
months".

K a r n a t a k a - b a s e d 
Mathew Thomas had 
moved the apex court in 
November challenging 
the constitutional validity 
of the Aadhaar Act claim-
ing that it infringes upon 
the Right to Privacy and 
the biometric mechanism 
was not working properly.

Replying to a query 
on allegations of EVM 
tampering, Rawat said 
the commission will seri-
ously consider credible 
complaints and resolve it.

Several opposition 
parties have questioned 

regionWorld

China set to give Xi lifelong  
rule on Sunday | P9

recently concluded Nagaland assembly 
elections. 

“I have resigned from the post on 
moral grounds owing to the election 
debacle. But I am still with the Congress 
and will remain with the Congress,” said 
Therie. He informed to have forwarded 
his resignation to the executive commit-
tee of the NPCC.   

“I had offered my election manifesto 
for a God-fearing party but people have 
chosen corruption and voted against 
my political vision and therefore I have 
come to a decision to resign on moral 
responsibility,” he added. 

However, a PTI report quoting NPCC  
sources said since Therie was directly 
appointed by the AICC, his resignation 
cannot be channelised through the 
NPCC and he has to submit his resigna-
tion letter to the AICC.

The Congress had contested in 18 
seats out of the total 60, but did not win 
any one of it.

The Congress had released a list of 
23 candidates on February 6. But five of 
them later took back their nomination 
citing fund shortage, the sources said.

The party had been in the opposition 
in Nagaland since 2003 when it failed to 
form the government despite being the 
single largest party.

candidates' posters were 
even made of a different 
quality of paper which 
made it difficult for the 
volunteers to scrape off. 

Another citizen of Di-
mapur who volunteered 
for the “Clean Dimapur” 
initiative said that the 
DMC was doing a good 
job. However, the source 
questioned how much 
“mess” could the council 
clean up with minimum 
manpower. “The candi-
date whose posters are 
put up must have have 
somebody in charge. 
Why not have that per-
son take charge to assign 
the same people to take 
them down,” the citizen 
maintained.

Another volunteer 
also said that the ‘visual 
assault’ on the public 
should be kept to the 
minimum. “ We must 
keep the quality of living 
in an urban environment 
up to a standard and be 
preserved.” 

While layer after layer 
of posters are stuck on 

walls and pillars each 
fighting for space against 
each other, the efforts 
required to get them off 
becomes difficult as in 
the case was seen in Di-
mapur during the clean-
liness drive.  

Despite options pro-
vided by technology, 
public advertisements 
by candidates have yet 
to embrace accountabil-
ity and environmental 
concerns not just in Na-
galand but across the 
country. If that is the 
case, and if it goes un-
checked, the responsi-
bility of removing elec-
tion leftovers should also 
fall on those responsible 
for putting them up in 
the first place. After all, 
everyone is a citizen of 
the town including the 
members of the legisla-
tive assembly; ministers, 
government officials, fu-
ture aspirants to the gov-
ernment, and just about 
anybody for that fact. 

 (Related story in page 3)

The Dimapur Mu-
nicipal Council (DMC) 
took the initiative to 
clean parts of Dimapur 

town on March 10.  The 
DMC's officials along 
with a handful of volun-
teers took to the streets 

to remove the election 
campaign posters left by 
various political parties. 
It was noticed that some 

of ministers after party 
supremo and Andhra 
Pradesh Chief Minister 
N Chandrababu Naidu 
decided to pull out his 
ministers.

Naidu took the deci-
sion after facing relentless 
attacks from the opposi-
tion for "failing" to secure 
special category status for 
Andhra Pradesh.

TDP, however, con-
tinues to be a part of the 
NDA. 

the reliability of EVMs 
used in recent assembly 
elections as they alleged 
that the machines were 
tampered with.

On the use of totaliser 
machines for counting 
votes, Rawat said, "We 
can't, because unless the 
rules are amended it can-
not be done. The Supreme 
Court is already hearing 
the case."

On March 6, the apex 
court had sought EC's re-
sponse on a plea seeking 
counting of votes using 
totaliser machines instead 
of booth-wise counting.

A totaliser is a device 
which allows votes cast in 
about 14 polling booths to 
be counted together.

Re p l y i n g  t o  c o m-
plaints related to Karna-
taka elections, Rawat said 
the EC's top most priority 
is to deliver free, fair and 
credible elections.

To another query, Ra-
wat said people can bring 
errors in the electoral roll 

to the notice of the com-
mission for correction or 
review.

"Continuous updation 
is on. If there are any mis-
takes, people can bring it 
to the notice of the com-
mission, they will be cor-
rected or reviewed," he 
said.

The electoral roll was 
published on February 20, 
he said.

Denying reports quot-
ing him as saying that the 
dates for Karnataka as-
sembly elections will be 
announced around April 
15, Rawat said it would 
done at an appropriate 
time.

"The announcement 
(of dates of Karnataka 
polls) will be made in 
front of the media at an 
appropriate time. So, wait 
for that," he said.

"If whatever is being 
talked in an interview is 
interpreted in a differ-
ent way, one can't really 
help," he added.
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State youth festival underway Acharya celebrates women 
as nation-builders

Don Bosco organises ‘gratitude day’ for outgoing students Dimapur legal service 
conducts refresher course

Provisional  prog. for first 
session of 13th assembly

NDPP, senior citizens fete PDA government

A muse to law students about rural 
women’s role in urban growth

3 detained for possession of illegal arms
Crime beat 

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 

Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 21.2 14.2 8.7 59

ZBT 16.3 8.3 12.1 55

MON 29 14.2 11.8 71

TUENSANG 17.8 11.2 7 64

MKG 23.2 11 5.5 36

PHEK 22.4 11.2 10.7 9

KIPHIRE 25.0 12.9 13.9 74

TSEMINYU 25.4 16 14.6 59

JALUKIE 31 15 20.5 100

MANGKOLEMBA 29 18.4 16.6 60

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Governor summons first session of 
13th NLA
The Governor of Nagaland PB Acharya has summoned the 
first session of the 13th Nagaland Legislative Assembly on 
March 13 at 9:30 am at the Assembly Hall in Kohima. The 
session has been summoned in exercise to the powers 
conferred by Clause (1) of Article 174 of the Constitution 
of India

Election of NLA speaker on March 13
The commissioner & secretary of Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly (NLA), N Benjamin Newmai has informed that the 
election of speaker by the members of NLA will be held on 
March 13. Filing of nomination papers will be opened from 
March 12 till 12 noon and withdrawal from 1 to 4 pm.

DES to conduct orientation for 
‘affected officers’ 
The Directorate of Economics & Statistics will be conducting 
orientation programme on ‘official statistics and office 
procedures’ for affected officials through cadre review on 
March 15 and 16th at the Directorate conference hall in 
Kohima. Officials in concern have been asked to attend 
the programme positively. Director Y Sacheo Ovung also 
informed statistical cell in-charge in line department and 
district economics & statistics officers are requested to 
inform all affected officials attached to their respective 
offices to attend the programme.

PCP session to commence for D.El.Ed 
candidates
Centre Coordinator of Government Higher Secondary 
School, Phek has informed Diploma in Elementary Education 
(D.El.Ed) 2017-2019 candidates under GHSS, Phek centre 
that, Personal Contact Programme (PCP) sessions (first 
year) will commence from March 15 from 10 am onwards. 
Details of the programme will be intimated to during the 
Programme, it informed.

LSU convenes emergency meeting
The Lotha Students’ Union (LSU) has convened an emergency 
meeting on 12 March 12 at 2 pm at the union office. All 
executive members have been requested to positively attend 
the meeting.

NEWS IN BRIEF

CORRECTION
The Nagaland Legislative Assembly Secretariat is 
headed by a commissioner and secretary. At present 
Benjamin Newmai is the commissioner and sec-
retary of the NLA secretariat. In our front page on 
March 10, the designation was incorrectly rendered 
as secretary of NLA. 

Anenla S addresing the inaugural programme of the youth festival at the Indiar Gandhi Stadium in Kohima on March 9.

Outgoing students of Don Bosco College raise lighted candles on their  ‘gratitude day’ on March 9.

Dimapur, March 10 (EMN): 
A state youth festival un-
der the programme for 
youth and adolescent de-
velopment got underway 
at Indira Gandhi Stadium, 
Kohima, on March 9.

Speaking at the inau-
gural function, chief guest 

and secretary of Youth Re-
sources and Sports, Anenla 
S said the event is not all 
about winning, but par-
ticipation and meeting dif-
ferent people, witnessing 
various talents and being 
inspired and setting goals. 
The youth festival started in 

1995 to remember the con-
tributions of Vivekananda. 
Since then, the Ministry 
of Home Affairs & Sports, 
Government of India, has 
been organising the event 
to bring the youth of the 
country together, Long-
chari maintained. 

She stated that winners 
of the district level would 
represent at the state level, 
and winners of the state 
level would represent at the 
national level. She lament-
ed that the department 
could not organise the pro-
gramme at the district level 

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 0 
(EMN): The governor of 
Nagaland PB Acharya 
has expressed apprecia-
tion for the contribu-
tion and achievements of 
the women of Nagaland, 
and the country in gen-
eral, calling them a ‘gift 
of God.’ 

The message of the 
governor was contained 
in a handout from Raj 
Bhavan marking Interna-
tional Women’s Day.  

Acharya has also ap-
pealed to the people of 
Nagaland to make ‘Beti 
Bachhao, Beti Padhao’ 
(Hindi for save girl child, 
educate girl child) move-
ment a success. They are 
urged to adopt at least 
one schoolgirl by con-
tributing INR 3000. They 

may make the donation 
to (account number) 
35843617072; SBI, Ko-
hima main branch, in fa-
vour of the Beti Bachhao, 
Beti Padhao Scheme. 

He said interested per-
sons may also contact 
the phone number 0370 
2245789 for further de-
tails. Acharya has thanked 
sponsors of 220 girls from 
the previous year. Acharya 
has appealed to the newly 
formed state government 
to provide women veg-
etable vendors clean and 
secure kiosks at a nominal 
rate.

In his message, Ach-
arya stated that women 
have played pivotal role 
in building the nation 
and have been contrib-
uting to the progress of 

the society in every field. 
He reminded that em-
powerment of women 
and equality, liberty, and 
dignity were sacred rights 
of women. He termed 
women a ‘gift of God.’ 

Further, calling In-
ternational  Women’s 
Day an opportunity to 
highlight the progress 
that had been made to-
ward achieving gender 
equality, Acharya called 
upon the people to re-
flect on how all can make 
the Naga society ‘more 
just and equitable’ for 
women and to celebrate 
the women who have 
achieved extraordinary 
things. 

Acharya has conveyed 
appreciation to all women 
‘who are the backbone of 

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 0 
(EMN): The Don Bo-
sco College of Kohima 
(DBCK) organised what 
it called ‘gratitude day’ 
on March 9 for outgoing 
students of the institu-
tion’s 2015 batch. It is 
the first batch of stu-
dents graduating from 
the college, it was in-
formed. The programme 
was held in the college 

premises wherein Fr. CM 
Joseph (Rector) was the 
speaker.

The programme be-
gan with a prayer by Fr. 
Alex, vice rector, fol-
lowed by Bible reading 
by student Verusa Kezo. 
The college principal, Fr. 
Dr. Suresh Innocent, has 
exhorted the students to 
carry the moral and spir-
itual values throughout 

their lives. 
The speaker Fr. CM 

Joseph, addressing the 
outgoing students, re-
minded them that they 
are ‘unique’ and ‘un-
repeatable’ which should 
propel them to give per-
formances of the highest 
calibre wherever they 
may go. He urged them 
to be “givers” and con-
tribute to the betterment 

due to fund constraints. 
“ M a n y  o f  o u r 

youngsters are very tal-
ented, but we do not 
have the avenue for 
outlet of the talents,” 
Longchari lamented. 
She said the ongoing 
state level youth festival 
was an effort of the de-
partment to provide a 
small outlet for talented 
youth.

Superintendent of 
Department of Youth 
Resources and Sports, 
Avonuo said the invo-
cation prayer, while 
the students of IGS 
Academy presented a 
special song and Atoli 
Yepthomi chaired the 
programme. 

The event is being 
organised by the De-
partment of Youth Re-
sources and Sports.

Dimapur, March 10 (EMN): The Dimapur District Le-
gal Services Authority on March 9 conducted refresher 
training for panel lawyers and para-legal volunteers at its 
Frontal Office in Dimapur. The authority updated about 
the programme of Friday.

Resource persons legal aid counsel-cum-trainer, R 
Limhathung Ezong,; legal aid counsel-cum-trainer, Es-
ther K Aye; and legal aid counsel-cum-trainer, Limasenla 
Longkumer spoke on basic drafting on FIR / MACT / 
Consumer / RTI, victim’s compensation scheme, Cyber 
Crime, and NSLSA scheme / workers in unorganized 
sectors-Benefits and eligibility.

The main objective of the said training was to equip 
and prepare the PLV and Panel Lawyers in basis drafting 
skills and also make them aware of the various schemes, 
protections, Approach, prevention and benefits that are 
made available to the down drodden/common citizen.

The programme was attended by panel lawyers of 
DDLSA and para-legal volunteers attached to various 
legal aid clinics, homes and jails.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 0 
(EMN): A meeting of the 
business advisory com-
mittee was held on March 
9 at the Assembly Com-
mittee room under the 
chairmanship of Speaker 
Pro-tem NLA Mmhon-
lumo Kikon. 

The meeting accord-
ing to the press release is-
sued by the commission-
er & secretary of NLA, N 
Benjamin Newmai final-
ised the provisional pro-
gramme for the ensuing 
first session of the 13th 
Assembly. 

The committee de-
cided to conduct the ses-
sion from March 13 to 
26th. 

During the session, 
following business would 
be taken up: Oath / af-
firmation by members; 

election of speaker; prov-
ing of majority, if any; 
address by governor; 
obituary references, if 
any; moving of motion of 
thanks to the governor’s 
address; laying of reports 
/ rules, if any; presenta-
tion of supplementary 
demand for grants for the 
year 2017- 2018; presen-
tation of budget for 2018–
2019; laying of statement 
of Fiscal Responsibility 
and Budget Management 
Act (FRBMA); presen-
tation of C&AG report; 
debate on the motion 
of thanks to the gover-
nor’s address; announce-
ment of the constitution 
of various financial and 
non- financial commit-
tees by the speaker; and 
announcement of panel 
of chairman.

Dimapur, March 10 (EMN): The 
Nationalist Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) has congratulated the 
People’s Democratic Alliance (PDA) 
government led by Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio. The NDPP’s media 
and communication committee 
issued a press release to the media 
on Friday. 

The party has expressed grati-
tude to the Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
(BJP) President Amit Shah, Union 
Defence Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman, Minister of State for Home 
Kiren Rijiju; BJP national general 
secretary Ram Madhav; chief min-
ister of Manipur N Biren Singh, 
chief minister of Arunachal Pradesh 
Perna Khandu, chief minister of 
Assam Sarbananda Sonowal, and 
chief minister of Meghalaya Con-
rad Sangma, besides the ‘dignitar-
ies and invitees for attending the 
historic swearing-in ceremony and 
giving their support to the new 
government.’ 

The NDPP has congratulated 
also Nagaland’s chief secretary, all 
the agencies of the state’s govern-
ment for organising the programme 

‘in a flawless and spectacular man-
ner.’ The NDPP has expressed grati-
tude to the people who attended 
‘the historic swearing-in ceremony 
and supporting the new govern-
ment.’ 

The organisation has called 
upon the people in general to pray 
for the new government and sup-
port the policies and programmes 
of the PDA ‘so that progressive and 
positive change’ is brought about 
in the state. 

The party also thanked the chief 
minister of Meghalaya Conrad 
Sangma, and the president of Na-
tional People’s Party Ato Yepthomi 
for supporting the leadership of 
Neiphiu Rio. 

The NDPP expressed gratitude 
to the PDA partners for their effort 
to ‘bringing about a new govern-
ment in the state.’ The organisation 
stated to be looking forward to 
working together with the alliance 
partners. 

Also, the Nagaland Senior Citi-
zens Association (NSCA) on behalf 
of all the elders of Nagaland ex-
tended congratulation to Niephiu 

Rio on his becoming the 19th Chief 
Minister of Nagaland. 

The association saluted Rio and 
thanked Almighty God ‘on becom-
ing fourth times chief minister of 
Nagaland which is a unique and 
record breaking in the anal of Naga 
leaders.’

A press release from the as-
sociation president and general 
secretary, expressed hope and 
expectation that assurance made 
by the Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi for development and Naga 
solution declared on Feb. 22  are 
implemented in reality.

“Repair and renovation of roads 
within 60 days in Kohima town 
and Dimapur town etc. declared 
on March 8 during your maiden 
cabinet meeting is meticulously ob-
served and done in honour of your 
Hon’ble seat garnering people’s 
respect,” the press release stated.

The association wished chief 
minister good health, longevity 
and prayed that God give him and 
his cabinet colleague wisdom and 
strength to scale a new height under 
his leadership.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  1 0 
(EMN): Rural communi-
ties and urban econom-
ics will not function if is-
sues confronting rural 
women and girls are not 
addressed, law students 
attending a recent Inter-
national Women’s Day 
programme in Kohima 
were told.

Professor in-charge 
of Kohima Law College 
Kezhokhoto Savi was 
quoted in a press release 
on Friday as having ad-
dressed the International 
Women’s Day programme 
at Kohima Law College in 
Kohima on March 8. 

The programme was 
observed with the theme 
“Time is now: Rural and 
urban activists transform-
ing women’s lives,” it was 
informed. He was quoted 
as having said that rural 
communities and urban 
economics would not 

function without first ad-
dressing the issues con-
fronting rural women and 
girls.

Further, the speaker 
was said to have told the 
gathering that educating 
a man was ‘educating an 
individual but educating 
woman is educating the 
society.’ He said that with-
out uplifting rural women 
and girls, rural communi-
ties and urban econom-
ics will not function, the 
press release explained. 

Women and girls lack 
access to customary as-
sets, education, health-
care and other essential 
services, he said. Because 
of inequality and discrim-
ination, Savi added, rural 
women fare much worse 
than rural men or urban 
women. 

Assistant Professors 
Tongpok Pongener and 
Limanochet Jamir and 

a student from each se-
mester spoke during the 
occasion, the updates 
informed. They acknowl-
edged the contribution of 
women to nation-build-
ing, the updates stated. 
The speakers also stressed 
on the issue of gender 
parity, it was informed. 

Legal authorities 
commemorate 
women’s day

The Dimapur District 
Legal Services Authority 
observed International 
Women’s Day in collabo-
ration with Assisi Centre 
for Integrated Develop-
ment (ACID) and NDWM 
with the theme, “Time 
is now: Rural and urban 
activities transforming 
lives”, on March 10 at Assi-
si Auditorium, Lake View 
colony in Dimapur. 

The chief guest for 

the programme, Chief 
Judicial Magistrate-cum-
Secretary DDLSA Ajongba 
Imchen emphasised the 
need of the hour to speak 
up, safeguard and uphold 
women’s rights. 

Resource person, pan-
el lawyer Sentimenla gave 
presentation on ‘Protec-
tion of Women From Do-
mestic Violence Act 2005.’ 

Also, Zunheboto Dis-
tirct Legal Services Au-
thority commemorated 
the International Wom-
en’s Day at South Point 
East Prayer Fellowship in 
Zunheboto on March 8.

R e s o u r c e  p e r s o n 
Easter H Yepthomi spoke 
on the significance of 
Women’s Day and briefed 
special laws enacted for 
women, while para legal 
volunteer, Rebecca Cho-
phy highlighted about 
the Legal aid and legal 
services. 

Dimapur, March 10 (EMN): The Mokokchung battal-
ion of Assam Rifles along with a police representative 
during the search of a suspected house at Tuli town 
in Mokokchung district on March 9, appended one T 
Sunep, son of S Maran, resident of 17 miles Aitlenten 
ward in Mokokchung with unauthorised weapons.

Acceding to a press release from AR authority on Sat. 
informed that one. 22 rifle, one Muzzle loaded rifle, two 
twelve bore rifles, rifle parts and ammunition of differ-
ent calibers were found from his pocession. 

The accused along with recovered items were hand-
ed over to Tuli police station for further investigation.   

Also, the Medziphema battalion of Assam Rifles, on 
March 10 during the operation at 4th mile in Dimapur, 
apprehended two ‘arms peddlers.’

During the search one pistol beretta gardone vt,  two 
12 bore gun(double barrel each), .22mm and 12 bore 
live rounds were seized, a press release from the troops’ 
authority infromed.

The accused were identified as Kuhoi Swu, son of 
L Swu, and Sabir, son of Afash Uddin, both resident of 
Diphupar village, Dimapur. 

The apprehended duo along with seized items were 
said to have handed over to the Dipuphar Police Station 
for further investigation.    

Assam Rifles seize IMFL 
Naginimora battalion of the Assam Rifles seized IMFL 
in Mon district on March 9.

During the search of a suspected vehicle Santro 
bearing registration no. AS 23H 0317 on Lungwa-Tang 
–Mon road, troops of Assam Rifles, confiscated 204 bot-
tles of Mc Dowels rum, 120 cans of beer Heman 9000 
worth INR 69000.

Two persons identified as Menton Konyak, son of 
Shomngo Konyak of Mon town, and Nahtei Konyak, 
son of Konngam Konyak of Phomching village in Mon 
district were arrested for possession of the IMFL.

Assam Rifles press release stated that the arrested 
persons alongwith recovered item were handed over 
to police station in Mon town for further investigation.

of society.
Speeches were also 

delivered by Dr. Velhou 
Koza, on behalf of the 
staff, and student Vesulu 
Rhakho, on behalf of the 
outgoing batch. Awards 
f o r  B e s t  B o s c o n i a n 
were given to students 
from the different de-
partments as well as to 
the teaching staff and 
non-teaching staff. Spe-
cial numbers were per-
formed by Kumgha and 
Thejasenuo, Wokharo 
Kithan and Nesy Rathu. 

The programme was 
marked by a special can-
dle ceremony where the 
137 outgoing students 
lighted individual can-
dles symbolising their 
light that they would take 
with them as they pass 
out from the college. The 
ceremony was accom-
panied by a choir which 
beautifully sang “Carry 
your candle” song. 

The students also re-
ceived blessings from Fr. 
CM Joseph and Fr. Alex. 
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Dr. Neikiesalie Kire speaking 
at the thanksgiving service in 
Kohima on March 10.

EM Images

Officers of the PHED of Mokokchung and womenfolk from the Mission Clean Drive (Ungma) and Changtongya in Mokokchung after the programme on March 10.   EM Images

The president of Ura Academy Dr. Liezietsu speaking at the 50th 
anniversary of Tenyiphe village in Dimapur on March 10.

EM Images

Tribalism destroying Naga society, says Liezietsu ACAUT outraged by election 
related excesses in Mokokchung 

Mkg. farmers register with cooperative societies

Dimapur, March 10 
(EMN): Former chief 
minister of Nagaland Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu has 
expressed apprehension 
that the ‘strong’ fabric of 
Naga society is being de-
stroyed by tribalism. The 
veteran has urged the 
Tenyimia people to ‘find 
the roots of their evolu-
tion and work toward pre-
serving the values of unity 
and integrity of the Naga 
people.’ He has urged the 
people to ‘develop a sense 
of respect for elders too, 
which he called ‘the foun-
dation of a good thriving 
society.’

Addressing the 50th 
year golden jubilee of the 
Tenyiphe village council 
on March 10, Leizietsu, 
also the president of aca-

THANK YOU NOTE

I would like to thank the people of 35 Zunheboto A/c who have 
reposed their faith in me to represent them in the 13th Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly. I am grateful for this opportunity and 
shall work hard to ensure that your expectations of me for our 
constituency are fulfilled.
To all who supported me through prayer, good will and deed, 
I sincerely thank you; I shall give my best to ensure that your 
faith in me has not been misplaced. To those who have yet to be 
convinced of my ability to work for you, I hope that the next five 
years will give us occasions to cooperate for our collective interest.
To the Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party officials and 
workers of 35 Zunheboto AC, thank you for your hard work and 
dedication. This success would not have been possible without 
you. I hope that together we can bring about a change for the 
better in our Constituency.

K TOKUGHA SUKHALU
MLA 35 ZUNHEBOTO AC

D-5107

POLIO SUNDAY 11th March 2018

KG-2364

demic group the Ura  
Academy. This was stated 
in a press release issued 
by the media bureau of 
the Naga People’s Front 
on Saturday.

Narrating various 
events of his life as a politi-
cian and an academician, 
Liezietsu said Ura Acad-
emy was formed during a 
tumultuous time. 

“In the year 1970, 
some scholars and intel-
lectuals came up with the 
idea of setting up an An-
gami literature commit-
tee with Mrs Bilieu, Rev. 
Tsolie and myself as its 
pioneers with an objec-
tive to preserve and pro-
mote the Tenyidie dialect 
as a means to bring all the 
Tenyimia speaking peo-
ple together under one 

fold,” he said.
Saying that a time had 

come for all the Tenyimia 
peoples to united and 
build a strong society ‘that 
can withstand all adver-
saries,’ he emphasised 
on the importance of 
maintaining identity and 
‘dignity.’ He has urged the 
younger generation to 
‘uphold and protect their 
roots so that that outside 
forces do not come in to 
dominate or manipulate 
the people in their own 
land.’ 

He expressed happi-
ness at Tenyiphe village 
for keeping “strict vigil in 
conducting business of 
the house in pure and un-
diluted Tenyidie thereby 
preserving the rich and re-
vered dialect for posterity.”

Dimapur, March 10 (EMN): The Against 
Corruption and Unabated Taxation 
(ACAUT) has strongly condemned an 
incident in Mokokchung during which, 
reportedly, an elderly woman was inter-
rogated, assaulted and ‘brutalised’ by 
a group of men from Changki village in 
Mokokchung district. 

The reason for the assault was re-
portedly because she had exercised her 
right to franchise and voted against an 
unlawfully declared candidate.

The ACAUT issued a press release, 
appended by its public liaison convenor 
Simon Kelio and chairman Tia Longchar, 
on Friday. The organisation stated that 
the perpetrators of the crime committed 
a gross human rights violation and tar-
nished the image of the village’s council. 

Considering the magnitude of the 
crime, the organisation has urged law 
enforcing agencies to deliver justice to 
the victim.

Also making reference to a video 
which was circulated on social media 
showing a group of men from Mong-
senyimti village intimidating women 
and preventing them from going to their 
polling station, the ACAUT stated that 
such activities had made a mockery of 
free and fair elections mandated by the 
Election Commission of India.

While condemning the malpractice 
committed by individuals and groups 
during the election in Nagaland, the 
ACAUT said it was simply not acceptable 
when prestigious and revered institu-

tions like village councils—who are sup-
posed to be watchdogs against ‘trans-
gression’—were the ones who were the 
biggest violators of justice.

The ACAUT has questioned as to how 
the Changki village council was able to 
‘know’ when voting was supposed to be 
done secretly. It also questioned how a 
group of men were able to prevent the 
women from voting in Mongsenyimti 
village despite imposition of 144Crpc in 
Mokokchung.

The organisation expressed resent-
ment at the ‘actions of a few greedy vil-
lage council members’ who went as far 
as to declare ‘village candidates’; they 
have tarnished the once-revered and 
respected village councils by allowing 
themselves to be misused by politicians 
and succumbing to partisan politics, the 
organisation stated.

The ACAUT has expressed firm be-
lief that if Nagaland has to move forward 
at par with the rest of the world, it must 
begin with changes at the grass-root i.e., 
from the village level. It has urged the 
state’s government to bring about a uni-
form civil code in village council institu-
tions in the spirit of modern democracy. 

The organisation has lauded Mokok-
chung’s deputy commissioner, Sachin 
Jaiswal, for his prompt action on the 
matter. The statement has appealed to 
the district’s administration and law 
enforcers to leave no stone unturned in 
prosecuting the perpetrators and to en-
sure that justice is upheld. 

Dimapur, March 10 
(EMN): The Mokokc-
hung Organic Farmers’ 
Co-operative Society 
Ltd. (MOFCSL) has reg-
istered with the Coop-
erative Societies of Na-
galand under Mission 
Organic Value Chain 
Development for North 
East region (MOVCDN-
ER) programme.

This was disclosed 
by the deputy district 

agriculture officer, 
Temsuienla, during the 
meeting of MOFCSL 
Board of Directors held 
on March 9 under the 
initiative of district agri-
culture office. 

The house deliber-
ated on various agendas 
including progressive or-
ganic farming, market-
ing strategies, and other 
vital platforms for better 
performance of organic 

farming in the district.
After the meeting, 

all board members and 
officials of district ag-
riculture office visited 
the newly allotted ag-
gregation and collec-
tion centre where FPO 
office would be set up. 
All members unani-
mously decided that the 
FPO office should be of-
ficially inaugurated on 
March 16.  

DMC workers towing away used election posters and streamers during a social work held under the banner 
‘A Better Dimapur’ in Dimapur on March 10. (Social media)

Dimapur’s stakeholders whip out the broom at city’s eyesores 
Eastern Mirror Desk

Dimapur, March 10 : 
Members of government 
agencies, civic organisa-
tions, the local media, 
and a number of political 
parties in Dimapur prop-
er got together on Satur-
day to clean public areas 
of the city. 

The event was part of 
a sanitation project for 
the city called A Better Di-
mapur which envisages 
a ‘cleaner, greener and a 
‘healthy’ Dimapur with 
community participation.

The cleanliness drive 
was a collaborative initia-
tive of the Dimapur Mu-
nicipal Council (DMC); 
newspapers Eastern Mir-
ror, Nagaland Post, The 
Morung Express; church 
organisations such as the 
Lotha Baptist Church; 
volunteer services Bharat 
Scout and Guides of Vidya 

Bhavan School; civic or-
ganisations Naga Coun-
cil Dimapur, Dimapur 
Urban Council Chair-
men Federation; and po-
litical parties including 

the Dimapur division of 
the Naga People’s Front 
(NPF), and the Bharatiya 
Janata Party. 

Elected representative 
of Dimapur-2 Moatoshi 

Longkumer of the NPF 
contributed 150 cartons 
of mineral water to the 
citizen workers.

The members took to 
the streets of the city from 

6 am to 9 am to clean 
public areas of election 
campaign materials such 
as posters, banners and 
buntings.

“Election is over…
now let’s clean our city 
of election posters, ban-
ners and pamphlets” was 
the mission statement of 
the event. Said materials 
across the streets of the 
commercial had been 
lying unattended for a 
long time. Posters and 
bills were seen pasted on 
walls and open public ar-
eas even where there were 
cautionary “stick no bills” 
notices.  

The administrator of 
the DMC Moa Sangtam 
has said that every organ-
isation should discourage 
poster campaigns. Posters 
deface the town and con-
tinue to remain for years if 
no one removes them.  

Exchange programme marks Swachh Shakti WeekLegislator urges NDPP 
workers to understand 
CM’s portfolio headache

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, March 10 (EMN): 
As part of the Swachh Shakti 
Week, an exchange programme 
on making useful products 
from waste materials was or-
ganised with members of Mis-
sion Clean Drive from Ungma 
village and Changtongya wom-
enfolk on March 10 at the com-
munity hall in Changtongya 
village. The programme was 
organised by PHED, Mokokc-
hung division, and sponsored 

by WSSO, Kohima.
Divisional Executive Engi-

neer, PHED, N Yanger Pongen 
said Swachh Shakti Week is be-
ing observed by emphasising 
on women’s role and contribu-
tion towards cleaner India.

The engineer added that 
flagship programmes and cen-
tral developmental projects 
cannot be successfully imple-
mented without the contribu-
tion of women. He therefore 
said the Government of India 

has given prime focus on wom-
en empowerment starting from 
grass-root level.

Pongen also challenged the 
womenfolk from Changtongya 
village to exhibit and infused 
new ideas from the things they 
learn from the exchange pro-
gramme. He also assured that 
the department is ready to 
provide assistance to the vari-
ous women groups for their 
voluntary contribution towards 
cleaner society.

SDO, Masachuba, said the 
programme was about practi-
cal management of solid waste 
materials and converting it into 
useful products to make the 
houses and streets look beauti-
ful. He remarked that ‘waste is 
gold if managed properly.’

In the practical session, 
members of Mission Clean 
Drive from Ungma village con-
sisting more than 100 volun-
teers imparted various training 
on converting waste into daily 

use products such as decorated 
flowers, vase, doormat, mat etc 
from plastic bottles, ropes, pa-
pers, old clothes, and towels etc.

Appreciating the depart-
ment and womenfolk from 
Ungma for imparting training, 
chairman of Changtongya vil-
lage council said such innova-
tive initiation would not only 
reduce the waste materials in 
the area but transform the com-
munity toward a healthy envi-
ronment.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 10 (EMN): 
The National Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) 
unit of 9th Kohima town 
assembly constituency 
held a thanksgiving serv-
ice and picnic for Dr. 
Neikiesalie Kire, who won 
in the recent 13th state 
assembly elections. The 
event was conducted at 
D-Khel ground in Kohima 
on March 10.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Kire thanked God 
for his kindness and to 
all the supporters for his 
victory. Referring to dis-
tribution of portfolio, Kire 
urged everyone to ‘under-
stand the problem and 
pressure’ that the chief 
minister, Neiphiu Rio, is 
going through.

Saying that Rio has 
genuine concern and to 
work for the welfare of 
the Naga people, Kire as-
serted: ‘We want a stable 
government so we will 
sacrifice.’ 

Also expressing hope 
that things would work 
out once a stable govern-
ment is put in place, Kire 
urged the members not to 
fight about portfolios but 
to work together in unity. 

During the event, 
he gave away awards to 
three colonies namely D 
Block (lower), Potter Lane 
(lower), and Jail Colony 
for registering the highest 
percentage of votes.

Also speaking during 
the occasion, Bharatiya 
Janata Party minister 

Pangnyu Phom exuded 
confidence that a solu-
tion to the protracted 
Naga political issue would 
be found. Likewise, he ex-
pressed confidence that 
it would usher in ‘many 
other developments’ 
through the NDPP-BJP al-
liance led by Neiphiu Rio.

Stating that the citi-
zens of Kohima should 
be the guardians and 
‘mirror’ for the Naga peo-
ple, Phom called Rio a 
dynamic leader and that 
the people need to work 
together by extending 
their cooperation and 
guidance ‘to safeguard 
the welfare of the peo-
ple.’ He appealed to all 
elected members not to 
be discouraged ‘as there 
is a berth for everyone in 
the ministry and to run 
a strong government to-
gether by helping each 
other.’
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Agartala, March 10 (IANS): On 
the last day of campaigning, the 
CPI-M-led Left Front on Saturday 
withdrew its candidate from the 
Charilam assembly constituency 
claiming “extremely terrible situa-
tion” in the tribal dominated areas 
of Tripura “due to massive reign of 
terror” by the BJP.

The move comes after the poll 
authorities “remained silent” over 
the Left’s request for postpone-
ment of the Charilam poll “until 
normalcy returned”.

Polling could not be held in 
Charilam on February 18 after the 
death of the Communist Party of 
India-Marxist candidate. It was 
scheduled to be held on March 12.

A CPI-M delegation led by 
party General Secretary Sitaram 
Yechury on Saturday visited many 
post-poll violence hit areas in the 
state.

“The situation in Charilam 
assembly constituency is horrifi-

cally bad due to excessive reign of 
terror since the BJP (Bharatiya 
Janata Party) got the majority in 
the election on Saturday,” Left 
Front convener Bijan Dhar told 
the media.

Flanked by the leaders of other 
Left parties, Dhar said: “The lead-
ers of Left parties have apprised 
the Election Commission in Del-
hi and Chief Electoral Officer 
(CEO) of the Charilam situation 
on March 8.  “Specific instances 
of all attacks both on party offices, 
houses of party members and 
physical assaults on over 20 party 
leaders and members along with 
photographs and videos have 
been submitted before the poll 
authorities.”

Dhar, also the CPI-M cen-
tral committee member and 
party’s state secretary, said that 
party’s delegation led by politburo 
member M.A. Baby had met the 
Chief Election Commissioner 

Om Prakash Rawat and other two 
Election Commissioners in Delhi 
on Thursday and requested them 
for postponement of election in 
Charilam till peace and normalcy 
was restored in the entire state.

Another delegation led by par-
ty’s Central Committee member 
Gautam Das met CEO of Tripura 
Sriram Taranikanti and raised 
similar demand.

“Both the EC and the CEO had 
assured that after having ascer-
tained all facts, a decision would 
be taken about postponement of 
poll in the violence-hit Charilam. 
Unfortunately, both the authori-
ties have remained silent,” the Left 
leader stated.

“Today (Saturday) is the last 
date of campaign in the Chari-
lam areas. It would be a farce 
if election is to be held here on 
Monday.”

“More than 11 permanent 
party offices and two district com-

mittee offices of CPI-M and RSP 
(Revolutionary Socialist Party) 
were burnt down, many trade 
union offices forcibly occupied 
by BJP-IPFT workers in Charilam 
area and CPI-M candidate Palash 
Debbarma fled from the area to 
save his life,” Gautam Das told 
the media.

He said around 70 CPI-M 
leaders’ houses were attacked 
and 20 party leaders physically 
assaulted by BJP-IPFT workers 
whereas all 40 election booth of-
fices of CPI-M in Charilam were 
burnt down.

Tribal based party Indigenous 
People’s Front of Tripura (IPFT) is 
the electoral ally of BJP.

Das said several thousand Left 
Front members and workers had 
been forcibly evicted from Chari-
lam segment.

Tripura’s erstwhile royal fam-
ily’s scion Jishnu Debbarma, who 
was sworn-in as the Deputy Chief 

Minister of the new government 
on Friday, is the BJP nominee 
from Charilam.

“We urged the administration 
and the BJP leadership to take 
adequate measures to stop these 
post-poll violence immediately in 
the entire state,” Dhar added.

Dhar said ever since the poll 
results were declared on March 3, 
around 400 Left offices and frontal 
organisations were attacked; 85 
party offices burnt down; 315 of-
fices were forcibly occupied, 1,704 
houses belonging to Left mem-
bers and supporters attacked and 
around 200 houses set on fire. 

He claimed that 290 shops 
owned by Left members and 
supporters were burnt down, 10 
rubber gardens destroyed, over 
600 Left members and support-
ers assaulted badly, 10 vehicles 
damaged. This had forced thou-
sands of persons to take refuge 
elsewhere in the state.

Agartala, March 10 (IANS): In 
line with its promise, the BJP gov-
ernment in Tripura on Saturday 
decided to set up a high-level 
expert body to propose ways and 
means to raise the salaries and 
allowances of the state govern-
ment employees at par with the 
proposals of the Seventh Pay 
Commission.

If the proposals are executed, 
over 2.45 lakh employees and 
pensioners would be benefited.

After the first meeting of the 
BJP council of ministers, headed 
by Chief Minister Biplab Kumar 
Deb, Tourism Minister Pranajit 
Singha Roy said names of the 
members of the expert committee 

would be announced soon.
Roy, also the Agriculture and 

Transport Minister, said the first 
session of the new Tripura assem-
bly would be held on March 23. 
He was accompanied by the Chief 
Minister and Education Minister 
Ratan Lal Nath. 

Ve t e ra n  B J P  l e g i s l a t o r 
and former Minister Ratan 
Chakraborty would be the Pro-
tem Speaker on March 14 and 
would administer the oath to the 
newly-elected members of the as-
sembly on March 15 and 16.

Saturday’s cabinet meeting 
also decided to examine the legal 
aspects in handing over the cases 
of murders of two journalists 

-- Santanu Bhowmik and Sudip 
Dutta Bhowmik -- to the Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI).

The decision would fulfil the 
long pending demand of journal-
ists’ bodies. A local newspaper 
journalist, Sudip Bhowmik, 50, 
was shot dead inside the Tripura 
State Rifles (TSR) second Battal-
ion headquarters at Ramchandra 
Nagar in West Tripura district on 
November 21 last year.

Television journalist Santanu 
Bhowmik, 28, was hacked to 
death while covering a demon-
stration of a tribal-based political 
party at Mandai, 25 km from Agar-
tala, on September 20 last year.

To probe the killings, the erst-

while Left Front government 
had set up two separate Special 
Investigation Teams (SIT) headed 
by Deputy Inspector General of 
Police Arindam Nath and Inspec-
tor General of Police G.S. Rao, 
respectively. The SIT led by Nath 
has so far arrested several people, 
including four TSR personnel 
-- who include TSR 2nd Battalion 
Commandant Tapan Debbarma, 
who is a senior Tripura Police 
Service (TPS) officer and waiting 
for IPS nomination.

In other decisions, the Bharati-
ya Janata Party government, as 
per its poll promise, decided to 
rename Agartala Airport after 
late Maharaja Bir Bikram Kishore 

Manikya Bahadur (August 1908 
- May 1947). The Chief Minister 
exhorted the officials and staff to 
be punctual in order to improve 
work culture in all government 
departments.

“I don’t say there was no work 
culture in the government depart-
ment but the new government 
wants to improve work culture for 
the betterment of the state. Every 
official and staff must perform 
duties with full responsibility and 
devotion,” he said.  On his govern-
ment’s priority sectors, Deb named 
good governance, improvement of 
law and order, building infrastruc-
ture and widening of employment 
opportunities.

Agartala, March 10 (IANS): Tripura Chief Minister Bi-
plab Kumar Deb on Saturday allotted portfolios to his 
ministers, keeping several important departments, 
including Home, PWD and Industries, with himself, 
an official said.

Deb, along with his eight other ministerial col-
leagues, assumed office here on Friday at a grand 
function attended by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
Bharatiya Janata Party President Amit Shah, former 
Deputy Prime Minister L.K. Advani, many central 
ministers and Chief Ministers of several Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) -ruled states and former Tripura 
Chief Minister Manik Sarkar.

Deb received an impressive reception when he 
entered the Chief Minister’s office on Saturday. He 
allotted Finance, Power and Rural Development 
departments to Deputy Chief Minister Jishnu Deb-
barman.

Erstwhile royal family scion Debbarman was the 
BJP nominee from Charilam constituency (reserved 
for tribals), where polling could not be held on Feb-
ruary 18 after the death of the Communist Party of 
India-Marxist (CPI-M) candidate and would now be 
held on Monday.

A week before the assembly polls, CPI-M nominee 
for Charilam (Scheduled Tribe reserve) seat Ramen-
dra Narayan Debbarma died at the Gobinda Ballav 
Panth Medical College and Hospital here on February 
11, following a massive cardiac attack.

According to an official notification, Indigenous 
People’s Front of Tripura (IPFT) President Narendra 
Chandra Debbarma was given Revenue and Fisher-
ies Department while Ratan Lal Nath was allotted 
Education (both higher and school education), Law 
and Minorities Welfare.

Tribal-based IPFT is the electoral ally of BJP and 
won eight seats of the total of 43-member alliance 
strength in the 60-member Assembly.

Sudip Roy Barman, who led six Congress MLAs 
to join BJP last year, was assigned Health and Family 
Welfare, Drinking Water and Sanitation and Informa-
tion Technology Departments.

Pranjit Singha Roy, the lone minister from south-
ern Tripura’s two districts (South Tripura and Gomati), 
was given Agriculture, Transport and Tourism depart-
ments while young legislator Manoj Kanti Deb would 
look after Sports and Youth Affairs and Food, Civil 
Supplies and Consumer Affairs Departments. 

Important Tribal Welfare and Forest departments 
were allotted to IPFT’s second minister Mevar Kumar 
Jamatia while lone woman minister Santana Chakma 
got Social Welfare and Social Education and Animal 
Resource Development Departments.

Guwahati, March 10 (IANS): Bangladesh 
President Md. Abdul Hamid on Saturday 
wound up his visit to India’s northeast on a 
nostalgic note.

In his departing remarks, Hamid said 
the three-day visit to Assam and Meghalaya 
was very nostalgic for him as he came to this 
part of the northeast during the Bangladesh 
Liberation War. 

“I have visited Balat, Shillong and Megha-
laya and I was very glad to see these places,” 
the Bangladesh President said.

During the visit, Hamid was accompanied 
by his wife Rashida Khanam and other family 

members apart from the official delegation.
He left for New Delhi from the Lokpriya 

Gopinath Bordoloi International (LGBI) Air-
port here on Saturday afternoon.

Assam Governor Jagdish Mukhi and Chief 
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal were present 
at the airport to see off the President.

Hamid also extended invitation to Mukhi 
and Sonowal to visit Bangladesh. 

He said relationship with neighbours is 
very important for development and their 
visit would bolster the same. He also observed 
that peace and tranquillity in the region 
would lead to faster development.

Aizawl, March 10 (PTI): The 
chief ministers of Assam and 
Mizoram today held telephonic 
talks over clashes between As-
sam Police and Mizo activists 
who had allegedly tried to in-
trude in Assam’s territory.

Activists of the Mizo Zirlai 
Pawl (MZP), the apex Mizo stu-
dent body, who had accused the 
Assam Police of excesses against 
them, temporarily withdrew 
from the spot of clashes late in 
the evening, officials said.

Chief Ministers of Mizoram 
and Assam, Lal Thanhawla and 

Sarbananda Sonowal respec-
tively, held talks over phone and 
the latter suggested that both 
the sides should withdraw from 
the disputed area, the statement 
said.

Assam and Mizoram have 
a long-standing boundary dis-
pute and there had been ten-
sion in the Hailakandi-Kolasib 
region several times in the past 
too.

Mizoram Chief Secretary 
Arvind Ray also contacted his 
Assam counterpart and both the 
sides agreed to hold talks on the 

border dispute.
However, the date for hold-

ing talks between the two states 
was not yet fixed, the statement 
said.

Meanwhile, the MZP mem-
bers withdrew from the place of 
incidents this evening temporar-
ily, the officials said.

The student activists have 
been camping at Zopui locality 
in Kolasib district since Thursday 
to construct a rest house on the 
land of the late Ch Chhunga, 
first chief minister of the state 
where a large number of Assam’s 

police forces were deployed to 
prevent them from doing so. A 
report from Assam’s Hailakandi 
also said the MZP workers were 
retreating from the border.

T h i s  w a s  c o n ve ye d  t o 
Hailakandi Deputy Commis-
sioner Adil Khan by his Kolasib 
counterpart R Zarzosanga, an 
Assam government release here 
today. 

“This is a positive develop-
ment and augurs well as we are 
expecting the situation to return 
to normal along the Assam-
Mizoram border,” Khan said.

Agartala, March 10 (PTI): The 
Tripura government will form 
an expert committee regarding 
implementation of the 7th Pay 
Commission recommendations 
for the state government em-
ployees, the new Chief Minister 
Biplab Kumar Deb said today.

This decision was taken at 
the first meeting of the council 
of ministers held here during the 
day, Dasgupta, who took oath as 
the chief minister in presence of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
yesterday, told a press confer-

ence.
Deb said he would not elabo-

rate more on the issue since the 
Model Code of Conduct is on as 
polling is scheduled to be held 
on March 12 at the Charilam 
constituency.

Election to the constituency 
was countermanded due to the 
death of CPI(M) candidate Ra-
mendra Narayan Debbarma, a 
week before the Feb 18 elections 
in the state.

The BJP had promised in its 
manifesto that the recommenda-

tions of the 7th Pay Commission 
would be implemented during 
the first meeting of the cabinet if 
the BJP and its ally the Indigenous 
People’s Front of Tripura (IPFT) 
were voted to power.

The chief minister said the 
meeting also decided to recom-
mend CBI investigation into the 
killings of two journalists Shant-
anu Bhowmick and Sudip Datta 
Bhowmick, as promised in the 
manifesto.

Shantanu was killed by a 
group of unidentified miscreants 

when he had gone to Mandai 
to cover an IPFT programme 
on September 20 last year and 
Sudip was shot dead inside the 
headquarters of Tripura State 
Rifles (TSR), 2nd battalion, on 
November 21 last year, when he 
had gone there to meet the com-
mandant. 

The state’s new chief minister 
also said the Agartala airport 
would be named after the last 
tribal king Bir Bikram Kishore 
Manikya Bahadur, which was 
also one of their poll pledges.

Itanagar, March 10 (PTI): 
The flash flood in Upper 
Siang district of Arunachal 
Pradesh has damaged the 
Angong Nallah small hydro 
project at Janbo village, an 
official report has said.

The flash flood damaged 
the intake and pen stock 
pipelines of the project and 
the mud carried by the flash 
flood submerged the power 
house, executive engineer of 
Geku power division Ojing 
Nobeng said in a report.

The impact of the flood 
was so severe that check 
bunds or stop points made 

in the channel at many 
points were totally washed 
away, the report said.

The project was on the 
verge of being commis-
sioned and trial and test-
ing was supposed to begin 
from March 15, Nobeng in-
formed adding restoration 
works are under way.

The 132 KV Ziro-Dapor-
ijo transmission line suf-
fered major damages due 
to a heavy cyclonic storm, 
resulting in power outage 
in parts of the state starting 
from Lower Subansiri to 
Anjaw district, an official 

release from the State Load 
Dispatch Centre and Trans-
mission Division-II said 
here today.

Teams of the power de-
partment were immediately 
pressed into service for rec-
tification and restoration 
works and the damaged line 
was successfully restored 
on a temporary basis con-
sidering the necessity and 
urgency of the matter in 
view of the ongoing CBSE 
examinations. 

The line would be re-
stored after the spares reach 
the site, the release added.

Mirror Crossword 1757sud0ku 1597
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1756

ACROSS
1. Chieftains
6. Minute rough granules
10. Sharp, sour taste
14. Monetary unit of India and Nepal
15. Connects points
16. As well
17. State in India
18. Picnic insects
19. A flat-bottom vessel, normally 

made from tied-together logs
20. Last minute Christmas errands
22. Fly that transmits sleeping sickness
24. Personal (abbrev.)
25. Distant rapidly-rotating stars
26. Make changes, repairs or 

improvements
29. Opera set in Egypt
30. Russian mountain range
31. Deductive reasonings
37. Danish for “Flounder”
39. Beer
40. Move stealthily
41. A series of elements in the 

periodic table
44. Indian dress
45. Large, commodious boats
46. Christmases
48. Orders back
52. Arbitrary decree
53. As a prefix, ancient or primitive
54. New England football team
58. Done to bread and cakes
59. Actress Patricia ____
61. Former Today show co-host _____ 

Couric
62. A distinct article
63. Crow sounds
64. Useful
65. Negatives
66. Christmas season
67. Irritating people or animals
 
DOWN
1. Historical periods
2. Boiled cornmeal
3. “____ facto” = by the fact itself
4. Name to a position again
5. Latin for “Always”

6. Vascular body found on sex 
organs

7. Wedding band
8. Interest (abbrev.)
9. A Roman protective siege 

device
10. Noxious weeds growing 

among wheat
11. Winged
12. Russian Soviet Federative 

Socialist Republic 13. 
Carries

21. Annoys
23. Changes into cinders
25. Heaped

26. Marsh bird with short wings
27. Actress ____ Lanchester
28. Large open farm wagon
29. European shad fish
32. Members of a NY baseball 

team
33. Never satisfied
34. Oceans
35. Female horse
36. Wooden or fiberglass slats 

used on snow
38. African country 42. 

Fervency
43. Way out
47. Increase in price

48. Former Israeli PM Itzhak 
_____

49. Muse of lyric poetry
50. Maker of the “Little Debbie” 

brand of snacks
51. Noises made to attract 

attention
52. Not true
54. Rod or stop on a ratchet 

wheel
55. Inventor of the safety 

elevator
56. Slant
57. Observes
60. French for “Water”

solutions to suD0ku 1596

Tripura CM allocates portfolios; keeps Home, PWd
Tripura poll: Left withdraws candidate in Charilam

Tripura to form panel to hike in employees’ salaries

B’desh president winds up visit to NEBorder intrusion: CMs of Assam, Mizoram hold talks

Tripura to form expert committee on 7th Pay Commission
Flash flood damages hydro power project in Arunachal
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Jaguar Land Rover India President and MD Rohit Suri during the inauguration of a new Jaguar Land Rover 
facility in Kolkata, on March 10

Microsoft starts 
selling customised 
Samsung Galaxy 
S9, S9+
San Francisco, March 10 
(IANS) Microsoft has start-
ed selling a customised ver-
sion of the newly-launched 
Samsung Galaxy S9 and 
Galaxy S9+ on its store.

The “Microsoft edition” 
smartphones will give users 
access to a range of Micro-
soft’s apps such as Excel, 
Skype, Cortana, OneNote, 
PowerPoint, Word and Mi-
crosoft Launcher after set-
ting up the phone.

“The phones look the 
same as the standard ver-
sion at first glance and the 
hardware is exactly the 
same. The Operating Sys-
tem (OS) will be the same 
too. It’s the apps that are 
different,” Digital Trends 
reported late on Friday.

However, the apps will 
not come pre-installed. 

“A Microsoft customi-
sation is applied to the 
Samsung Galaxy S9 and 
Galaxy S9+ ‘Microsoft Edi-
tion’ when the devices are 
unboxed and connected to 
Wi-Fi,” a Microsoft repre-
sentative was quoted as say-
ing by Trusted Reviews.

Prospective buyers can 
pre-order a unit but delivery 
will begin on March 16.

Microsoft has report-
edly said that quantities of  
the devices are limited.

‘Intel planning to 
bid for Broadcom’

 
San Francisco, March 10 
(IANS): Intel Corporation 
is reportedly mulling a bid 
for semiconductor com-
pany Broadcom, a month 
after the latter’s proposal to 
takeover rival Qualcomm 
was rejected.

“Intel Corp. is consider-
ing a range of acquisition 
alternatives in reaction to 
Broadcom Ltd.’s hostile 
pursuit for Qualcomm Inc. 
that could include a bid for 
Broadcom,” Wall Street 
Journal reported on Satur-
day.

Broadcom has been ag-
gressively pursuing its bid 
for Qualcomm that could 
pose much larger competi-
tion for Intel which is the de 
facto leader of processors 
for desktops and laptops.

“Intel is watching the 
takeover battle closely and 
is eager for Broadcom to 
fail as the combined com-
pany would pose a serious 
competitive threat,” the re-
port added.

This report comes at a 
time when Broadcom’s at-
tempt to buy Qualcomm 
is said to be in jeopardy as 
the US Treasury’s Commit-
tee on Foreign Investment 
(CFIUS) outlined concerns 
it had about the transaction.

In letter addressed to 
both the company’s law-
yers, CFIUS listed issues, 
including Broadcom’s repu-
tation for cutting research 
spending, a concern Micro-
soft and Google shared.

It also mentioned po-

Now ride with 
‘Mario’ in 
Google Maps

 
San Francisco, March 10 
(IANS): Google has rolled 
out a feature in Maps that 
will turn any ride into a fun 
trip as users can now in-
clude a Mario Kart on the 
navigation interface while 
using the app.

Munish Dabas, User 
Experience (UX) Engineer 
at Google Maps, said the 
company has collaborated 
with the team at Japa-
nese video game company 
Nintendo “to let Mario 
accompany you on all of  
your driving adventures on 
Google Maps this week”.

The company is cel-
ebrating the mustachioed 
plumber-turned-racer on his 
special day MAR10 Day -- 
also known as March 10, he 
said in a blog post late on 
Friday. 

To get started, users 
need to first update Maps 
app from Google Play or 
the App Store. 

Click on the yellow “?” 
icon found on the bottom 
right of Google Maps app 
on Android or iOS. Users 
would then see a prompt to 
enable Mario Time!

Once enabled, users 
would notice that the regu-
lar navigation arrow has 
morphed into Mario -- the 
1990s’ video game charac-
ter. 

NEWS IN BRIEF GST Council meet: Inter-state 
e-Way bill mandatory from April 1 

PSBs told to obtain passport details 
of borrowers over Rs 50 crore

‘Apple working on next-gen 
Airpods with noise cancellation’

High taxes will limit luxury car 
market growth in India—JLR

Jewellers want more hallmarking 
centres in tier-two, three cities

clusive decision. We have extended 
the current system by three more 
months,” Jaitley said. 

He said that in the meantime, 
the Group of Ministers will inter-
act with information technology 
experts on further simplification of 
the system presented in the meet-
ing and would come up with a 
model for its implementation.

“The liability to pay tax on re-
verse charge basis has been de-
ferred till June 30. In the meantime, 
a Group of Ministers will look into 
the modalities of its implementa-
tion to ensure that no inconven-
ience is caused to the trade and 
industry,” an official statement said.

The Council also suspended the 
provisions for deduction of tax at 
source (TDS) and collection of tax 
at source (TCS) till June 30.

“In the meantime, the modali-
ties of linking state and Central gov-
ernments accounting system with 
GSTN will be worked out so that 
seamless credit is available to the 
registered traders whose tax is de-
ducted or collected at source,” the 
statement said.

Deloitte India’s Senior Advisor 
YG Parande said the current dis-
pensation for returns for further 
three months was inevitable and 
expected. “It is clear that a consen-
sus has not yet been arrived at on 
the changes in return filing process. 
In the circumstances, the continu-
ation of the current dispensation 
for returns for further three months 
was inevitable and expected,” he 
said. 

“The indication that the deci-
sion on returns would be taken 
after consultation with tax experts 
and others (presumably industry 
bodies) is a welcome indication. 
The extension of exemption for ex-
porters will be a relief to them. 

“As regards e-Way bill, it is to be 
hoped that the roll-out will be pre-
ceded by extensive testing and vali-
dation so that the earlier glitches do 
not recur,” he added.

New Delhi, March 10 
(IANS): Following the 
multi-crore Punjab Na-
tional Bank (PNB) fraud, 
public sector banks have 
been asked to obtain 
passport details of bor-
rowers taking more than 
Rs 50 crore so that infor-
mation is quickly avail-
able in case any loan-
taker flees the country.

“Public sector banks 
to collect passport de-
tails of all new borrow-
ers of loans more than Rs 
50 crore,” said Financial 
Services Secretary Rajiv 
Kumar in a tweet on Sat-
urday.

The tweet also added 

that loan application 
forms would be suitably 
modified for this.

The banks have been 
told to collect pasport 
details of existing bor-
rowers within 45 days.

The tweet said it is a 
step towards clean bank-
ing, ensuring quick re-
sponse in case of frauds.

Several big default-
ers like Nirav Modi, Me-
hul Choksi, Vijay Mallya 
among others have fled 
the country after taking 
huge loans. Their pass-
port details were avail-
able later.

Last week the Cabi-
net had approved Fugi-

tive Economic Offenders 
Bill 2018, which would 
facilitate action against 
big defaulters.

Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley had said: 
“Under the Bill all the as-
sets (in the country) of 
the offender will be con-
fiscated and not only the 
proceeds of crime. Even 
benami assets, if any, 
would be seized.”

This Bill also has a 
provision to confiscate 
assets of the offender in 
foreign land as well, for 
which the government 
would have to make ar-
rangements with differ-
ent countries.

San Francisco, March 10 
(IANS): Apple is working 
on the next-generation 
AirPods that will come 
with noise cancellation 
and see the light of day 
in 2019, media reported.

“Feature wise, the 
second iteration of Air-
Pods will reportedly 
include noise cancella-
tion features and the in-

troduction of a new W2 
chip,” BGR reported late 
on Friday.

The next iteration of 
AirPods are expected to 
be water-resistant and 
could feature hands-free 
support for “Hey Siri”.

The noise-cancelling 
improvements are re-
ferred to as using physi-
cal analog methods 

rather than active noise 
cancellation using elec-
tronics as seen in the lat-
est “Beats Studio” head-
phones, according to 
9to5Mac.com.

The Cupertino-
headquartered giant 
will continue to increase 
production of the wire-
less earphones, Barclays’ 
analysts suggested.

Kolkata, March 10 
(IANS): Citing the in-
frastructural and logis-
tic challenges jewellers 
in small cities will face 
in the regime of man-
datory hallmarking, 
the gems and jewellery 
industry on Saturday 
urged the Centre to set 
up more hallmarking 
centres in tier-2 and 
-3 cities. A notification 
making the hallmarking 
process mandatory is 
expected from the gov-
ernment soon.

“The industry appre-
ciates the intention of 
the government to pro-
tect the interest of the 
consumers,” All India 
Gem and Jewellery Do-
mestic Council’s zonal 
Chairman Shankar Sen 
said on the sidelines of 
a event organised by In-
dian Chamber of Com-
merce. “But we have 
requested the Union 

Ministry of Consumer 
Affairs and Bureau of In-
dian standards to allow 
more hallmarking cen-
tres to come up in dif-
ferent parts of the coun-
try so that it does not 
become a challenge for 
the jewellers in the tier 
2 and tier 3 cities.”  Ac-
cording to him, there are 
around 500 hallmarking 
centres across the coun-
try at present and 70 per 
cent of these are located 
in metropolitan cities.

The Bureau of Indian 
Standards Act, notified 
on March 22, 2016, has 
been brought into effect 
from October 12, 2017.

The Act has ena-
bling provisions for the 
government to bring 
any goods or article of 
any scheduled indus-
try, process, system or 
service, which it con-
siders necessary in the 
public interest or for the 

protection of human, 
animal or plant health, 
safety of the environ-
ment, or prevention of 
unfair trade practices, or 
national security, under 
the compulsory certifi-
cation regime.

Enabling provisions 
have also been made for 
making hallmarking of 
the precious metal arti-
cles mandatory.

He said once the 
present optional hall-
marking system makes 
way for a mandatory 
regime, it would require 
jewellers in small towns 
to travel to big cities 
along with their jewel-
lery to get the hallmark-
ing done.

Further, most of the 
assaying and hallmark-
ing centres are currently 
privately owned and it 
requires an initial in-
vestment of around Rs 1 
crore.

Kolkata, March 10 
(IANS): Jaguar Land 
Rover India, which is ex-
pecting higher sales in 
volume in 2018, feels that 
high taxation can restrict 
the growth prospect of 
the Indian luxury car 
market, a top official said 
here on Saturday.

“We sold 3,954 units 
of Jaguar and Land Rover 
in 2017 calendar year, 
registering a 49 per cent 
growth in sales (over pre-
vious year 2016). We are 
looking for higher sales 
this year,” said Rohit Suri, 
President and Manag-
ing Director, Jaguar Land 
Rover India Ltd (JLRIL).

Asked whether the 
luxury car major is ex-
pecting to surpass the 
growth it achieved in 
2017, he said: “We do not 
know. It was very good 
growth. I do not think it 
will be 49 per cent (this 
year).” Although the lux-
ury car industry was hop-
ing a good double-digit 
growth in 2018 as it (the 
industry) grew by about 
13 per cent in 2017, the 
industry growth could 
end up in “a single digit 
or low double-digit” with 
increase in customs duty 
and higher taxation in 
GST, Suri said.

Speaking on higher 
taxation, particularly in 
Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) regime, he said: 
“After announcing GST at 
43 per cent for these cars, 
net taxation has been in-
creased to 50 per cent for 
SUVs and 48 per cent for 
Sedans.

“This is very high 
taxation. This restricts 

CONGRATULATORY  
MESSAGE

It gives me great pleasure to congratulate  
Shri. Neiphiu Rio for being elected as the Chief 
Minister of Nagaland for the fourth time. It is by 
God's grace and his able leadership that he has 
returned as the Chief Minister of our state in the 
fourth consecutive general election. Under your 
guidance and steady hands we look forward that 
our state will prosper and scale greater heights. 
Stability and governance is the need of the hour 
for our state and I am hopeful that by God's grace 
you will live up to the expectations of the people 
of Nagaland.

Tokheho Yepthomi 
Former Minister 

D-5106

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION

KOHIMA : NAGALAND

NO. DTE/ ESTT- NP-13/2017 : This is to inform all the candidates who have applied for the post 
of LDA-Cum-Computer assistant vide notification NO.DTE/ESTT-NP-13/ 2017 Dt. 8th Nov. 2017, 
against the establishment of Government Polytechnic Seithekiema, Government Polytechnic 
TsunazhoPhek and Government Polytechnic Sedem, Tuensang, that a written examination will be 
held on 23rd, March, 2018 at 10:00 A.M. at Govt. Polytechnic, Kohima.

All intending candidates are therefore informed to collect the admit card w.e.f. 17th March, 
2018, to 22nd March, 2018, from the office of the undersigned during office hour on all working 
days.

2(two) recent passport photos along with Rs.200/- as examination fees has to be 
deposited while collecting admit card.

Only top 15(fifteen) will be selected for Viva Voice and practical test.

No separate calling letter will be issued in this regard.
(Er. Arjun Singh)

DirectorIssued by DIPR

Dt. Kohima, the       th  March,  2018.
NOTIFICATION
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D-5015

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 9th 03’ 18

NOTICE
No: Rev-1/90-D/  / Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti Mughalu Chishi resident of Dimapur who has 
applied for issue of mortgage clearance concerning to Patta 
No. 641 Dag No. 44/720 measuring an area of 00-02-00 
located at Block No/village  Dubagaon Mouza No.03 which 
has been mortgage in the NIDC Bank/Society.
Claims & objection if any on the aforesaid land may be 
submitted in written in the Court of the undersigned on or 
before 18-03-18

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland

AFFIDAVITRegd. No: 162/18 Date: 10/2/18
I, Shri Shozenlo Thyug alias Shozenlo Thyu, son of  Soyhunlo Thyu alias Shoyhunlo Thyug, 
Address: 13, PO Tseminyu, Henbenji Village, Kohima, Nagaland 797109, do hereby 
declare on oath as:-
That I am a citizen of India.
That in some of my documents my name is entered as Shozenlo Thyug and my father’s 
name is entered as Shoyhunlo Thyug and in some other document my name is entered 
as Shozenlo Thyu and my father’s name as Soyhunlo Thyu.
That Shozenlo Thyug and Shozenlo Thyu refers to my name and one and same person 
and Soyhunlo Thyu and Shoyhunlo Thyug refers to the name of my said father and is of 
one and same person only.  
Deponent
Solemnly sworn before me by the deponent.
Notary Public,
Dimapur: Nagaland D-5104

AFFIDAVIT
CORRECTION OF SURNAME Regd.no 854 date 07/08/2017

I, Smti. KEWETSHUPE U MERO W/o MESETSO MERO permanent resident of Lekromi 
Village, presently residing at Hebron I Colony, Phek Town, District, Phek: Nagaland, do hereby 
solemnly affirm and state on oath as follows. 
1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India.
2. That I am swearing this affidavit for the purpose of correcting my name. 
3. That my name was incorrectly entered as APELE KAPFO in my Service Book, whereas 

my correct name KEWETSHUPE U MERO is being used in all my official documents.
4. That both the names APELE KAPFO and KEWETSHUPE U MERO refers to one and 

same person only. 
5. Henceforth, my name KEWETSHUPE U MERO shall be used for all official and legal 

purposes, 
That the statement made in Para 1 to 5 are true to my best of my knowledge and nothing 
material is concealed. 
DEPONENT 
Solemnly affirmed and declares before the court on this day the7.08. 2017, 
MAGISTRATE
Phek: Nagaland D-5108

New Delhi, March 10 (IANS):  The 
Goods and Services Tax (GST) 
Council on Saturday finalised April 
1 for the nationwide mandatory 
rollout of inter-state e-Way Bill, Fi-
nance Minister Arun Jaitley said 
here.

However, the Council could not 
come to any agreement over the 
simplification of the return filing 
process and extended the current 
system of filing GSTR 3B and GSTR 
1 for another three months till the 
new return system is finalised.

It also extended the benefit of 
tax exemptions on imported goods 
for exporters by another six months 
and deferred the implementation 
of reverse charge mechanism by 
three months.

“From April 1, e-Way bill be im-
plemented for inter-state transport 
of goods. After a week of the inter-
state implementation, it will also be 
rolled out for intra-state movement 
of goods in phased manner with 
four groups of states,” Jaitley said. 

“Each group will come under it 
every week and efforts will be made 
to implement it across the country 
by April end,” said the minister after 
the 26th GST Council meet here.

However, every state has to 
come on board for the intra-state 

implementation latest by June 1.
In its February 24 meeting, a 

Group of Ministers headed by Bihar 
Deputy Chief Minister Sushil Modi 
recommended April 1 as the date 
for compulsory implementation 
of the system for inter-state goods 
movement.

Under the GST regime, an e-
Way bill needs to be generated and 
carried for movement of all goods 
valued at over Rs 50,000. 

Jaitley said that while there were 
no tariff items on the agenda of the 
GST Council on Saturday but only 
some procedural issues including 
the simplification of the return fil-
ing system. 

“Last time, two alternate mod-
els were discussed. Tax administra-
tion strongly feels that while there 
should be simplicity in the return 
filing process, but there shouldn’t 
be any scope for evasion either,” he 
said.

While a system was proposed 
and discussed at length during the 
meeting but no concrete decision 
could be taken on it yet. 

“The Council’s view was the sys-
tem with single and simple monthly 
return, and with no scope for eva-
sion, needed further simplification. 
That’s why, today there was no con-

the growth of the overall 
market as the prices go 
up with higher tax rates.”

He also said that the 
customs duty hike as 
proposed in the budget 
would further restrict the 
growth of the market.

With the 11 per cent 
market share in the luxu-
ry car market in India, the 
automobile major is opti-
mistic of increasing its 
market share with “grow-
ing popularity” of its cars, 
he said after opening of a 

new showroom of Lexus 
Motors at Rajarhat in 
Kolkata.
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DAILY

PATH
Sports fans love to sing their teams’ praises. By wearing logos, posting notes on Facebook about their 

beloved teams, or talking about them with friends, fans leave no doubt where their loyalty stands. My 
own Detroit Tigers caps, shirts, and conversations indicate that I am right there with those who do this.

Our sports loyalties can remind us that our truest and greatest loyalty must be to our Lord. I think of 
such unashamed loyalty when I read Psalm 34, where David draws our attention to Someone vastly more 
vital than anything else on earth.

David says, “I will extol the Lord at all times” (v. 1), and we are left to wonder about the gaps in our lives 
when we live as if God is not our source of truth, light, and salvation. He says, “His praise will always be on 
my lips” (v. 1), and we think about how many times we praise things of this world more than we praise Him. 
David says, “My soul shall make its boast in the Lord” (v. 2 nkjv), and we realize that we boast about our 
own small successes more than what Jesus has done for us.

It’s not wrong to enjoy our teams, our interests, and our accomplishments. But our highest praise goes 
to our Lord. “Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together” (v. 3).

Lord, help me to have Your praise be on my lips and to boast in You.  
Help me to keep my focus on You.

Unashamed Loyalty
BIBLE READ:    PSALM 34:1–4
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Glorify the Lord with me;  
let us exalt his name together.   

~  Psalm 34:3

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

 On Women Participation in Election

The 13th NLA election 
speaks volume about wom-
en determinations to enter 
into political arena and thus 

it has far reaching consequences for 
all the women in Nagaland encour-
aging morally and physically and ea-
gerly wanting to convey the message 
that they are not less than anybody 
else and desperately determined 
to change our society if  they were 
given mandate by the voters. But un-
fortunately, none of  them could suc-
ceed this time. This election we had 
5 women candidates eyed for the 
coveted seats of  60 chairs and next 
time we can expect up to at least 10 
to 20 women candidates jumping in 
the fray. Some women candidates 
fought closely just losing by a nar-
row margin. Had they been engaged 
little earlier or work harder in cam-
paigning door to door, surely they 

could have succeeded it. Indeed, if  
any of  the women candidates won 
this time than their names could be 
written in the anal of  NLA history 
as the first woman member of  Naga-
land Legislative Assembly. Making 
history is nothing but women par-
ticipation is vital need of  the hour 
because women reignite the feeling 
of  prosperity with truth and always 
yearn for changes in the society. 

In order to get elected for wom-
en to the Assembly, our male domi-
nated naga society must first of  all 
reshape and revamp our attitudes 
towards women. We must dethrone 
the superiority feelings inside our 
mind by thinking that; women can-
not perform, women are inferior 
or women cannot do it. Of  course 
women have every right to come 
out from the seclusion and compete 
with the male counterparts (exclud-

ing reservation for woman policy) 
by coming out victorious but when 
it comes to political adventure 
women are greatly denied and rep-
resents them as a weaker section of  
the people and for which reason it 
vividly infringe the rights of  gen-
der equality and shows the image 
of  gender discrimination. Women 
have been greatly contributing in 
nation building starting from the 
institution of  family to even govern-
mental affairs by heading various 
agencies and important undertak-
ings. Without women participation 
our society cannot be progressed. 
Today women can make the final 
decision on different policies and 
programmes as a highest authority 
decision making body of  their own 
in the presence of  male member. 
Each and every move by women 
seems to be very effective in terms 

of  quality of  work and execution. 
So, why naga women cannot repre-
sent as an MLA from our respective 
constituencies? How many years 
can take for the women to secure 
a place in NLA to fulfil their long 
cherished dream? I think it’s time 
for everyone to change our mindset 
from a male dominated society to 
have more leniencies towards wom-
en and vote for women empower-
ment (voting them to be a leader to 
lead us) without bias and prejudice.

In our naga context Women 
empowerment is wrongly misin-
terpreted on many occasions as 
being overshadowed or overpow-
ered by the women in all the men’s 
related works and thinks that men 
are sidelining below. This attitude is 
totally wrong and a misconception 
of  a time that needs to be checked. 
Many advanced nation in the world 

regards women as equal gender 
and therefore they don’t have divi-
sion of  labour between men and 
women. They do everything to-
gether as a team for a family and a 
nation building and hence, they are 
called an advanced nation. To be an 
advance tribe or a nation collective 
work is important for existence of  
our life. But sadly, today our naga 
society has division of  labour be-
tween men and women. We have 
the habits of  saying; let the men 
earn for living and the women en-
gage in household chores. But dear 
fellow citizens, women are not only 
meant to be in the kitchen but they 
are also meant to be in the top de-
cision making body of  our state 
too. We verbally accept the birth of  
a girl child as a God’s gifted child 
but practically from our heart we 
denounced it probably in order 

to save the lineage generations or 
to save the prestige from the soci-
ety from being insulted by the male 
dominated family members. Men 
are determined to be always supe-
rior to women and this could be 
the possible reason for our society 
in not marching ahead. Therefore, 
we must let the door open freely for 
the women to enter into political 
venture by voting them to power to 
witness something new.

To all the respected women, next 
time it can be you to create history. 
Never lose hope and always have the 
vision of  prosperous Nagaland and 
starts nurturing from the grassroots 
to higher level of  administration 
in order to mend our naga society 
that is greatly longing for a change 
through your unceasing and tireless 
efforts.

Yarangchang Imchen

Loyalty is the test of true love. 

iBelieve Contributors | Crosswalk

Ambrose.J.Chakre

Rev.L.Suohie Mhasi

How to Study the Bible Like Billy Graham (7 Powerful Habits to Cultivate)

Last Chances for the Last Days

Dr. Billy Graham’s Kohima Crusade 1972

I
n his recent tribute to the late Rever-
end Billy Graham, pastor and Desiring 
God founder John Piper notes Gra-
ham’s incredible habit of Bible study 

(taken from John Pollock’s biography, Billy 
Graham):

Beyond all else Billy Graham studies the 
Bible, the supreme authority for his belief 

and action. Every day he reads five Psalms, 
covering the psalter in a month, and one 
chapter of Proverbs, the book that “shows 

us how to relate our own lives to our fellow 
men.” He reads through a Gospel each 

week, using commentaries and modern 
translations, and constantly returns to 
the Acts of the Apostles. He annotates 

throughout the Bible. “Sometimes His word 
makes such an impact on me that I have to 
put the Bible down and walk around for a 

few moments to catch my breath.”  
       (Pollock, 248)

This is pretty incredible to consider, 
but not surprising given Graham’s lasting 
influence. Of course, God is not calling us 
to be the next Billy Graham. But let’s take 
Graham’s own description of how he stud-
ied the Bible and see if we can’t find some 
good advice and encouragement for our 
own study in the Word.

Here are 7 ways we can study the Bible the 
way Billy Graham did:
1. Read Five Psalms Each Day
Making the Psalms a consistent part of our 
time studying the Bible is enriching and 
important. The Psalms are meant to be 
sung and prayed, but so often we just read 
through them on our own for words of en-
couragement. Like Billy Graham, we ought 
to be intentional about spending time in 
this vital part of Scripture.

To help you out, here are a few resourc-
es for engaging more intentionally with 
the Psalms:

Why Praying the Psalms is so 
Enriching and One Way to Do It

2. Read One Chapter of Proverbs Each Day
Seeking wisdom and guidance? Billy Gra-
ham knew the wisdom contained within 
Proverbs, and sought to study it each day. 
There are 31 Proverbs, making it a perfect 
book to digest one chapter at a time, one 
day at a time.

Many people are able to make this a 
habit by reading the Proverb of the day at 
one of their meal times – usually breakfast 
or lunch. It helps to tie this extra reading 
time into a habit you’re already doing on a 
daily basis. Reading out loud is also a great 
way to help you not only read the Word, but 
hear the Word – taking it in two ways helps 
you remember and recall it more easily.

3. Read the Gospels Regularly
Don’t worry -- just because Billy Graham 
read a gospel each week doesn’t mean you 
need to do the same! But, Graham right-
fully recognized the importance of the 
gospels in Bible. According to the Billy Gra-
ham Evangelistic Association, when asked 
where one should begin reading the Bible, 
he said this:

“Instead of starting at the beginning (as 
we do with other books), I suggest you start 
at the center—that is, with one of the Gos-
pels that tell us about Jesus Christ (I often 
suggest John). He is the Bible’s center; the 
Old Testament points forward to Him, and 
the New Testament tells us about Him. You 
can discover other parts of the Bible later.

Ask God to help you as you read—not 
only to understand what is happening in 
a particular passage, but what it means for 
your life today. May Job’s attitude become 
yours: “I have treasured the words of his 
mouth more than my daily bread” (Job 
23:12).
4. Study the Bible with Commentaries 
and Modern Translations
Not only is it good to read (and reread) 
each book of the Bible, but after some time 
studying and grappling with the text your-
self, it’s a great idea to grab a commentary 
to help you understand the context – both 
historical and literary contexts – as well as 

the original language (Greek or Hebrew) 
that the text was written in. Using com-
mentaries can unlock your comprehen-
sion and give you a fresh excitement for 
God’s Word.

Modern translations are also a great 
way to bring some variety and new insight 
to your daily Bible study. After reading a 
book of the Bible in one version, why not 
try a paraphrase like the Message or the 
Voice, or a modern translation like the CSB?
5. Constantly Return to the Acts of the 
Apostles
The book of Acts is all about how a small 
band of Christ followers went out and be-
gan to fulfill Jesus’ command to spread the 
gospel to the ends of the earth. It’s no won-
der Graham, who preached the gospel on 
six continents, loved this book of the Bible.  

If you feel like you don’t have a love for 
telling others the good news of Christ, per-
haps a trip into the book of Acts will inspire 
you to share the best news there ever was 
with those God has put in your path.
6. Annotate throughout the Bible
A passive reader simply reads the words 
on the page. An active reader makes notes, 
draws conclusions, asks questions of the 
text, and seeks answers. This might feel 
like English class all over again, but don’t 
let that intimidate you – annotating is a 
simple but incredibly effective way of not 

merely reading Scripture but compre-
hending and absorbing its meaning.

When we take time to make notes as 
we read, we’re engaging our mind in a way 
that we don’t when we simply let our eyes 
glance over a text. The Bible can be com-
plicated and confusing – but it’s also writ-
ten clearly. We simply need to be careful 
observers of the text.
7. Let the Word Impact You – Meditate on 
the Truths You Read throughout the Day
Sometimes Graham would be so overcome 
with what he was reading that he would 
“have to put the Bible down and walk 
around for a few moments to catch my 
breath.” (Pollock, 248)

Don’t just read and forget the Word. 
Meditate on it. Commit Scripture to mem-
ory. Actively work to think about what you 
read this morning in your quiet time. Let 
the full force of what you’re reading hit you 
– the Word of God, straight to you! 

We might not all be called to be a 
preacher and teacher of the Word like Gra-
ham, but we can learn so much from his 
study habits and love of Scripture. Gra-
ham knew God’s Word, but he didn’t stop 
at head knowledge. His love of the Word 
drove him to love the greater thing – God 
himself.

We cannot love what we do not know. 
Grow your love of God by growing in the 
daily discipline of studying the Word.

S
eek the Lord while he may 
be found; call on him while 
he is near. Let the wicked 
forsake his way and the evil 

man his thoughts. Let him turn to 
the Lord and he will have mercy 
on him, and to our God, for he will 
freely pardon. Isaiah 55:6-7

The last calls for the last days 
are on and our chances of survival 
will depend a lot on the choices 
we make. The filth of our sins has 
not only multiplied sinners but 
the evils of it has impregnated 
many of us. God has not called us 
to abort our babies but He wants 
us to abort the sins which are 
in us. The era of sin had begun 
since man’s fall and it will culmi-
nate with the destruction of the 
world. If there is a grain of truth in 

this message, the powers of it will 
surely convict us of sin, rigtheous-
neess and judgment. The ultimate 
judgment of destruction has al-
ready begun and the climax of it 
will be severe and disastrous.

The sins of the sinners are as 
common as the pimps and the 
prostitutes on the streets and their 
wickedness has increased because 
of what their sinful natures are. The 
scripture states “ The acts of the sin-
ful nature are obvious: sexual im-
morality, impurity and debauch-
ery; idolatry and witchcraft;hatre
d,discord,jealousy,fits of rage, self-
ish ambitions,dissensions,factions 
and envy;drunkenness,orgies and 
the likes. I warn you as I did before, 
that those who live like this will 
not inherit the kingdom of God 
(Galatians 5:19-21). The warnings 
written here are as real as the lake 

of fire and the ones who still defies 
this warning will be dumped into 
it. Truth is that many sinners had 
been raped by sin and the memo-
ries of it can be forgotten when we 
confess our sins and allow the Spir-
it to work in us. Since these are the 
last days, the devil is desperately 
trying to cause the downfall of the 
sinners and the believers alike.

The reality is that many may 
sin again even after reading this 
but many will be delivered from 
the clutches of satan because 
the Lord’s prayer will be in it. If 
we try to justify ourselves by our 
own deeds, the terrors of hell will 
become our ultimate abode. The 
scripture clearly states “Do you 
not know that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit, who is 
in you, whom you received from 
God? You are not your own, you 

were bought at a price. There-
fore honor God with your body ( 
1st Corinthians 6:19-20 ). The gift 
of holiness can now be received 
when we acknowledge the divine 
sacrifice and accept the ways of 
God. The dead of Christ bought 
us life and we can only be alive in 
Him if we die with Him. It is im-
portant that we crucify our sins on 
the cross with Christ. Every sinner 
who sins will be likened to the sol-
diers of mockery who delighted in 
mocking at Christ and His ways of 
holiness.

The days of destruction are 
near because the coming of our 
Lord is now nearer than when 
we first believed. The sinners will 
not always be fortunate as they 
are now. Truth is when we die we 
will be destined to face judgment 
(Hebrews 9:27 ). When Jesus died 

on the cross the consequences of 
judgment was sealed. The death 
He died He died to sin that we may 
be cleansed by His blood. And He 
will come again not to bear sin but 
to bring salvation to all who waits 
for Him (Hebrews 9:28 )

The best chance to be recon-
ciled to God is now and you will 
not always be fortunate as you 
are now. God cannot be mocked. 
If sin is what you are enslaved to, 
you will be destroyed by it. But if 
righteousness is what you are en-
slaved to, you will be saved by it. If 
you do not seek the Lord while He 
is near, you will not find Him af-
ter the period of grace is over. Let 
us renounce our sins and return 
to Christ. The God who created 
us has promised to freely pardon 
and redeem us if we turn to Him in 
repentance. God seeks the hearts 

of His lovers, and if we are not His, 
we will never be where He is. Every 
moment that we embrace will be-
come the memories for the future. 
Anyone who misses the grace of 
God will spend eternity in hell. 
These very words will either con-
vict or condemn you on the Day 
of Judgment. These are the signs 
of the last days and lest you give 
heed to the call of God, the lake 
of fire will become your ultimate 
destiny. Chances are limited and 
your salvation will depend on the 
choices you make now. This may 
be your last chance to repent even 
as you read these messages of 
the last days. The last days media 
is at its best and the powers of it 
will convict the world of sin, right-
eousness and judgment. This is 
war at its best. And the worst of it 
are yet to come. Be prepared.

B
illy Graham Evangelistic Associa-
tion made a commitment to hold 
a crusade at Kohima and a pre-
liminary Crusade was conducted 

by one of his Associate Evangelists Abdul 
Haqque in 1968.

When Aos were going to have their cen-
tenary celebration at Impur, Billy Graham 
was invited to be a speaker to which he 
had responded and was scheduled to go to 
Impur. But for participation in the centen-
nial, a quota of 25 persons only was given 
for Angamis. So ABCC had written a letter 
to Billy Graham Evangelistic Association 

requesting them to come to Kohima after 
the Jubilee was over. Surprisingly, the team 
wrote to us saying that Billy Graham made 
his decision to come to Kohima cancelling 
his programme at Impur.

So believers at Kohima irrespective of 
denominations had formed a committee to 
host the Crusade. Hearing about the news, 
Rev.Robert Cunville, the Secretary of North 
East Christian Council came to Kohima 
and requested that the Crusade be held in 
the name of North East Christian Council 
and his request was accepted. But physi-
cal arrangement and the whole burden was 
shouldered by the believers at Kohima.

The process of holding the Crusade 
passed through lot of hurdles. The forces of 

the Naga National Movement took it as an 
advantage to popularise their stand before 
the world by creating the situation when a 
man of world figure was about to visit Naga-
land. So for Inner line Permit when we three 
persons: Rev.Cunville, Kenneth and myself 
met with the Defence Minister at Delhi, he 
said that the Nagas were in a very comfort-
able position but the Govt. is in a very dif-
ficult position because in case Billy Graham 
is not allowed to go to Nagaland, Nagas will 
jump on us. If he is allowed to go at the risk 
of his security, U.S. Govt will blame us.

On the day the Crusade was started, 
Rev.Longri, Rev. Cunville had to go down 
to Calcutta to have meeting with the Team 
Members when Billy Graham was still at 

Bangkok. Our mind was so obssesed with 
burden that we did not behave as servants 
of God. One of them asked me.” Are you re-
ally an evangelist? “ Rev.Longri prayed,” O 
Lord, your sheep at Kohima are starving but 
your servants are afraid to go to Kohima”. 
I refused to have dinner with them saying 
that when thousands of people are starving 
at Kohima, I will not be having dinner with 
them.”

Rev.L. Bizo said that Billy Graham again 
made his decision to go to Nagaland af-
ter C.C. Jones and Bizo had talked to him 
at Bangkok. They arrived at Calcutta but 
we faced a hard problem. In the previous 
morning, Dr. Abdul Haqque and his Secre-
tary went to Agra for sightseeing taking all 

relevant documents such as Innerline Per-
mits and Tickets of chartered plane. That 
day being Sunday, all offices were closed 
and with great difficulties we could manage 
to restore the documents and the next day 
we could proceed to Kohima.

Arriving at Kohima, crowd stood in line 
on roadside from the old gate below the 
Paramedical colony up to the southern end 
of Officers Hill waving hands with smiling 
faces and shouting.

5000 people signed decision cards in 
response to the altar call. Dr. Billy Gra-
ham was a real man of God and was really 
a wise man. We praise God for a man like 
Billy Graham.

rev.suohie_mhasi@yahoo.com
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19):  There is a tre-
mendous amount of physical energy build-
ing within you, Aries. Be careful that you 
don’t let this incredible force come out in the 

form of a heated argument against someone you really 
care about. Perhaps you suddenly feel as if everything 
is caving in and you desperately need some means of 
escape. Go for a good long run. Find a way to release 
this tension.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You’re sailing 
along and suddenly see a big ramp in front 
of you, Taurus. Your choice: avoid the ramp, 
stay on the ground where you know it’s safe, 

and be content with a limited worldview, or hit that 
ramp head on and soar over the trees and beyond. 
Who knows where you might land? There is an incred-
ible adventure waiting for you when you take that leap 
into the unknown.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): A great sense of 
duty toward your fellow humans is likely to 
drive your actions, Gemini. Think of yourself 
as an important role model for young people. 

They may look up to you without you even knowing it. 
Make sure you stand up straight and proudly whether 
or not you consider your job menial. The example you 
set is likely to have a trickle-down effect that will end 
up touching many people.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): There is a nega-
tive intensity about the day that is only go-
ing to get worse if you continue this stub-
bornness about every issue that comes your 

way, Cancer. Much of today’s activity will focus on 
ways in which people can break out of their ruts and 
see things from an entirely different perspective. If you 
insist on remaining fixed in your ways, you’ll only meet 
resistance.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Whether or not you 
willingly participate, you’ll certainly play a 
key role in the action, Leo. At times you’ll feel 
like the pivotal player whose actions decide 

the fate of the game. Now you must close your eyes, 
take a deep breath, and find the answer from your 
heart. Don’t look to others for support, because they’ll 
have their own agendas and ideas about what you 
should do. Only you know what is best.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): The time for plan-
ning and calculating is over, Virgo. The time 
for taking aggressive action has arrived. If you 
don’t have your armor ready, too bad. You’ll 

be thrust onto the battlefield with the rest of the troops 
even if you’re in your underwear. The more you try to 
delay the inevitable, the more difficult it will be. Bite 
the bullet and charge full-speed ahead with whatever 
protective gear you have.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): A large force is 
gathering now to make a bold statement and 
important pledge, Libra. This kind of move-
ment brings together generations and unites 

people in a revolution. Put away the petty issues and 
think globally. Educate yourself about what’s going on 
in the world and take a more aggressive stand to fight 
for what you believe. A small group of intelligent indi-
viduals can make a tremendous impact.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): There is a 
burning restlessness inside you that is acti-
vated because you don’t feel as if you’re ful-
filling your life’s destiny, Scorpio. You could 

have a sudden insight that you have a much greater 
purpose in this life than what you’re doing now. Ex-
plore this idea and see how you can move toward this 
desire that comes from deep within. This is the perfect 
time to put large, long-term plans into action.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): There is a 
strong wave of power coming your way, so be 
careful how you handle it, Sagittarius. You’re 
extra prone to injuries and accidents of an ex-

plosive nature. Try not to make any hasty moves while 
driving, and be careful operating things like gas pumps 
or propane tanks. Used properly, today’s planetary 
energy can help you tackle just about any obstacle in 
front of you. How you handle the energy is up to you.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Your en-
ergy is likely to operate in extreme bursts, 
Capricorn. One minute you may be lethar-
gic and the next you’re ready to run a mara-

thon. Engage in activities that nurture your fluctuating 
moods. There’s no need to figure out why you feel this 
way. The key is to identify these feelings and act ac-
cordingly. Plan how you want to use your energy when 
it does come. Misdirected action may prove harmful.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You might 
want to put on your suit of armor as soon 
as you wake up, Aquarius. An all-out battle 
is raging out there, and it could seem like 

everyone has picked you as the main target. Be care-
ful about escalating an issue even more by becoming 
defensive without first understanding the full scope of 
the matter. It could be that everything is coming to a 
head simply because of one slight misunderstanding.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Debates over 
philosophy, religion, and education are likely 
to turn into all-out war. Feel free to add your 
two cents, Pisces. This is one time in which 

it’s crucial to stand up for what you believe or else the 
loudest people will have their way. If there is a protest 
going on, join it. If there is an article in the newspaper 
you disagree with, write a letter to the editor. Speak 
your mind.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

The Rencontres de Moriond 
provides a snapshot of the questions 

particle physicists are pondering, 
in a way capturing the flavour and 
direction of efforts to unravel what 

the smallest bits of our universe 
look like.

F
or two weeks from March 10, parti-
cle physicists from around the world 
will gather for an annual conference 
in Italy to present and discuss theo-

ries and recent experimental results. Called 
the Rencontres de Moriond, the conference 
provides a snapshot of the questions keep-
ing particle physicists occupied, in a way 
capturing the flavour and direction of efforts 
of those scientists studying what the small-
est bits of our universe look like.

Often, these scientists also choose to 
present interesting observations they’ve 
made that set the tone for what to look for-
ward to.

This year, just like the way it’s been the 
last few times, Rencontres is set to focus on 
searches for ‘new physics’. The presentations 
are divided into three categories, represent-
ing three major areas of study in the field: 
electroweak theory, quantum chromody-
namics and cosmology. Electroweak (EW) 
theory is concerned with particles interact-
ing with each other through the electromag-
netic and weak nuclear forces. Quantum 
chromodynamics (QCD) has as its subject 
the strong nuclear force, and cosmology 
deals with studies of dark matter and gravity. 
So the four fundamental forces of nature are 
divvied up between them.

Physicists have been able to understand 
both EW and QCD through unified math-
ematical framework called the Standard 
Model of particle physics. The Standard 

Model has been highly successful in describ-
ing many EW and QCD phenomena but 
it remains incomplete because scientists 
haven’t been able to use it to make sense of 
some of the finer, but not lesser, details of 
modern physics. So they’ve been studying 
new and alternate theories, making fresh 
predictions about the particle world and 
checking if they hold up at testing grounds 
like the Large Hadron Collider.

The hope is that scientists will be able to 
find something new, something the Stand-
ard Model hasn’t predicted, so they can use 
that to work backwards to a more compre-
hensive theory of physics. ‘New physics’ is a 
catch-all phrase for such theories.

Complementary experiments
Since scientists at the Large Hadron Collider 
(LHC) announced in 2012 that they’d found 
the Higgs boson, the last major particle pre-
dicted to exist by the Standard Model that 
hadn’t been found until then, the search for 
‘new physics’ has picked up pace. The collid-
er added to a growing sense of desperation 
when – from its place as the world’s fore-
most particle physics experiment – it wasn’t 
finding any signs of ‘new physics’. With each 
experiment it conducted – where it collided 
billions of protons head-on while instru-
ments tuned in to catch the fleeting pres-
ence of ultra-rare particles – and with each 
negative result it reported, a clutch of alter-
native theories were ruled out.

Thankfully, physicists haven’t drawn a 
complete blank. They have a few promising 
leads, and the latest on them will be present-
ed at Rencontres 2018.

By virtue of its size and power, the LHC 
provides a large chunk of the data physicists 
use to make their calculations. “The LHC has 
been colliding protons at 13 TeV centre-of-
mass energy in 2015 and 2016,” Siim Tolk, a 
research fellow at CERN, the European nu-
clear physics lab that hosts the collider, told 
The Wire.

The ’13 TeV’ is a measure of the energy at 
which the LHC collides protons. The higher 
it is, the more the chances of observing a rare 
particle. The Higgs boson, for example, was 
observed when the LHC collided protons at 
8 TeV. The LHC is the highest energy collider 
in the world at present.

“Currently we are carefully analysing the 
physics data from these collisions. The next 
proton-proton collisions are expected in 
spring 2018,” Tolk said.

Another important source of data is the 
Belle experiment in Japan. Though not as 
big as the LHC, the accelerator powering the 
experiment is specifically geared to study-
ing one kind of particle, called the b quark. 
A rule of the Standard Model, called lepton 
flavour universality, predicts that the b quark 
should decay into two sets of particles at an 
equal rate. However, experimental physicists 
have found that it actually decays into one 
set more often than the other, flagging a po-
tential sign of ‘new physics’.

While the LHCb experiment at the LHC 
has spotted signs of this anomaly, its data 
has been described as “messy” because the 
LHC wasn’t built to study the b quark spe-
cifically. So the accelerator behind the Belle 
experiment underwent a revamp. “This will 
allow unprecedented sensitivity to the full 
range of new physics in the ‘flavour sector’,” 
Tom Browder, a physicist at the University of 
Hawaii, Manoa, and spokesperson for Belle 
II, said to Physics World.

It switched on in February 2018 with the 
ability to generate 40-times as many parti-
cle collisions as it was before. Subsequently, 
Belle was also upgraded to Belle II, and is ex-
pected to start taking data in February 2019.

Browder told Nature of the relationship 
between the LHCb and the Japanese experi-
ment: “There’s definitely competition be-
tween the two, but also complementarity.” 
This is useful because, in Tolk’s words, it will 
help physicists “make sure that what we are 
seeing is not a statistical effect”, and signal 

that something really is up with the b quark.

Probing dark matter
This something has the potential to explain 
the antimatter paradox – a.k.a. why the uni-
verse today is filled with more matter than 
antimatter when, right after the Big Bang, 
there would’ve been equal quantities of 
both.

These experiments are also compliment-
ed by six at CERN all studying the interaction 
of matter with antimatter, looking for the 
slightest differences between them beyond 
what’s been predicted. As Elizabeth Gibney 
wrote in Nature, “The six experiments, the 
latest in a line of investigations that began 
at CERN more than 30 years ago, are attract-
ing attention as the LHC continues to draw a 
blank in its hunt for particles that could ex-
plain the antimatter paradox.”

Another line of investigations probing 
the Standard Model and antimatter involves 
the study of the extremely abundant parti-
cles called neutrinos. Neutrinos barely in-
teract with matter; every second, billions of 
them are passing through your body with 
no effect. The Standard Model originally 
assumed that neutrinos, like photons, are 
massless – but they were found in the 1990s 
to have mass. So the Standard Model has 
since had to be extended to be able to ac-
count for this ‘anomaly’. One way suggests 
that some neutrinos can ‘travel’ through 
higher dimensions of space while us hu-
mans are stuck with three. Another thinks 
that neutrinos and antineutrinos are the 
same particle, i.e. that the matter-antimatter 
distinction should be dropped.

Rencontres 2018 is also expected to have 
a strong focus on dark matter, a mysterious 
substance whose presence has been implied 
by some features of the universe that theo-
ries of gravity can’t explain. Even the Stand-
ard Model as it stands can’t explain what 
dark matter could be either.

Additionally, there is now one new in-

triguing result in the backdrop. Astronomers 
recently announced the discovery of some 
radiation trapped in 13-billion-year-old hy-
drogen atoms and which could’ve originat-
ed from the universe’s first stars. These at-
oms were found to be cooler than expected, 
implying they’d been surrounded by some-
thing even colder all those years ago. The 
team that made this discovery suggested 
based on some calculations that the colder 
substance could be dark matter.

However, the arXiv preprint server 
(where physicists upload their papers before 
they’re published by a journal) soon explod-
ed with arguments both supporting and dis-
puting the result. Strikingly, one set of papers 
(links here and here) even suggested that the 
results could be explained if the substance 
known as dark matter didn’t exist at all. This 
echoes the controversial ideas of physicists 
like Erik Verlinde, who thinks dark matter is 
a red herring that can be chased away using 
what we already know about quantum me-
chanics.

In fact, the road to Moriond is itself 
couched in larger debates about how the 
smallest building blocks of nature might in-
fluence the cosmic origami constantly un-
folding around us. Scientists from around 
the world have been exploring concepts like 
the arrow of time, the arrangement of galax-
ies in the universe, dark energy, string theory, 
naturalness, the multiverse, etc., all of which 
draw from – and inform, in return – results 
presented at gatherings like Rencontres 
2018. Major policy and financial decisions 
also hang in the balance, such as whether 
governments should give scientists billions 
of dollars more to build larger versions of the 
LHC or if scientists should adopt more cost-
effective approaches that might still yield the 
answers they’re looking for.

As Tolk said, “An inconsistent experimen-
tal result is often what is needed to trigger a 
fundamental shift in how we understand the 
laws of nature.”

H
ave you ever wondered 
whycandies taste so 
good and pills so bitter? 
It seems the secret lies in 

one pair of brain cells. At least this is 
the case in fruit flies, which serve as 
a model for understanding human 
genetics.

Insects don’t open their mouth 
to avoid poisonous or toxic sub-
stances. Understanding why this 
happens may provide clues about 
taste buds and their link to the brain.

Scientists at the National Cen-
tre for Biological Sciences (NCBS) 
havediscovered a single neuron– 
interneuron-which enables fruit fly 
to avoid eating toxic substances. 
They have shown how only a set 
of brain cells reacts to unpleasant 
substances. Insects have sensors for 
bitter substances and the moment 
they come in contact of bitter sub-
stances, these cells are activated. In-
terestingly insects quickly learn this 
and show a very peculiar response 
of not opening their mouth. It is 
similar to how toddlers reacting to 
bitter medical syrups.

It has been found that interneu-
ron is involved in communicating 
bitter taste response from sensory 
neurons using small thread like 
connections. The results of the 
study have been published in the 
journal Current Biology.

These findings can help un-
derstand how humans learn about 
food and environment. Interneu-
rons create neural circuits to en-
able communication between 
sensory neurons and the central 
nervous system. They also play im-
portant role in the functions like 
reflexes, neuronal oscillations, and 
neurogenesis in the adult mamma-

lian brain.
The group at NCBS is focused on 

study of progressive development 
of sensory and locomotory organs 
of the fruit fly, especially muscles, 
nerves, neural circuits and their 
behaviors. “This timely addition of 
information would help researchers 
to understand whether fly uses dif-
ferent neurons for different type of 
taste substances or it has a common 
circuit for all,” said Ali Asgar Bohra, 
a member of the research team.

“Even sugar fails to entice in-
sects when these brain cells are ac-
tive. These cells are on the top of the 
hierarchy that decides whether to 
eat or starve. In many insects, they 
have an extensible tubular sucking 
mouthpart or organ which is known 
as proboscis.In fruit fly these bitter-
sensitive interneurons can essen-
tially suppress proboscis extension 
reflex to appetitive stimuli, such as 
sugar and water,” Bohra explained.

The study, he said, will let scien-
tists decipher the fly brain circuit of 
bitter/ toxic taste processing. Since 
the taste perception has similar 
modalities in fly and mammals in-
cluding humans, it could help un-
derstand how the human brain dif-
ferentiates between sweet and bitter 
taste. It mayalso be useful in under-
standing how mosquitoes sense 
environment particularly chemical 
substances, and control them using 
better repellents.

(The research team included Ali 
Asgar Bohra, K. VijayRaghavan 

(both NCBS),Benjamin R. Kallman 
(University of California, USA), 

andHeinrich Reichert (University 
of Basel, Switzerland). This work 

was supported by the Department 
of Science and Technology (DST). )

T
he lack of a protein 
key to the control of 
inflammation may be 
responsible for rapid 

and severe bone loss, finds a 
study that could lead to im-
proved care for older adults 
at higher risk for osteoporosis 
and gum disease.

Inflammation is a neces-
sary reaction by the immune 
system to protect the body 
from injury or infection, but if 
not controlled, it can lead to 
the destruction of bone and 
the prevention of bone forma-
tion.

The study found that when 
the gene needed to produce 
the protein tristetraprolin 
(TTP) is removed from healthy 
mice, the animals developed 
the bones of much older ro-
dents.

While TTP is known to play 
a major role in the regulation 
of inflammation, its produc-
tion slows with age. 

“TTP is the brake on the 
system. Without it, inflamma-
tion and bone loss would go 
unchecked,” said lead author 
Keith Kirkwood, Professor at 
the University at Buffalo in 
New York.

“We don’t know all of the 
reasons why TTP expression 
decreases with age. So, under-
standing the factors behind its 
expression and relationship 
with bone loss is the first step 
toward designing therapeutic 
approaches,” Kirkwood added.

For the study, published in 
the Journal of Dental Research, 
the team studied three groups 
of healthy mice: a group with-
out the gene to express TTP, 

a group whose genes over-
expressed TTP, and a control 
group of unaffected mice.

The bone in the mice with-
out the gene aged more rapidly 
than in the control group. 

At three months old, the 
mice had lost 14 per cent 
of their oral bone. By nine 
months, bone loss had in-
creased to 19 per cent.

In addition to periodonti-
tis, the mice without the gene 
developed arthritis, eczema 
and other inflammatory con-
ditions. Levels of osteoclast -- 
cells that specialise in breaking 
down bone -- were also higher 
in this group.

Higher levels of TTP in the 
animals led to a 13 per cent re-
duction in bone turnover com-
pared to unaffected mice. 

Source: IANS

I
f your partner is stressed, the chances are 
high that you may suffer stress too, say re-
searchers, including one of Indian-origin, 
who have found that stress is contagious.

The study, in mice, also showed that stress al-
ters the brain on a cellular level.

“Brain changes associated with stress under-
pin many mental illnesses including PTSD (post-
traumatic stress disorder), anxiety disorders and 
depression. 

“Recent studies indicate that stress and emo-
tions can be ‘contagious’. Whether this has lasting 
consequences on the brain is not known,” said 
Jaideep Bains, Professor, Physiology and Phar-
macology at the University of Calgary.

For the study, published in the journal Nature 
Neuroscience, the research team studied the ef-
fects of stress in pairs of male and female mice. 
They removed one mouse from each pair and ex-
posed it to a mild stress.

The researchers then examined the responses 
of a specific population of cells, specifically CRH 

neurons which control the brain’s response to 
stress, in each mouse, which revealed that net-
works in the brains of both the stressed mouse 
and naive partner were altered in the same way.

The team discovered that the activation of 
these CRH (Corticotropin-releasing hormone) 
neurons causes the release of a chemical sig-
nal, an ‘alarm pheromone’, from the mouse that 
alerts the partner.  The partner who detects the 
signal can in turn alert additional members of the 
group.  This propagation of stress signals reveals 
a key mechanism for transmission of informa-
tion that may be critical in the formation of social 
networks in various species, the researchers said.

The researchers also suggested that these 
findings may also be present in humans.

“We readily communicate our stress to oth-
ers, sometimes without even knowing it. There is 
even evidence that some symptoms of stress can 
persist in family and loved ones of individuals 
who suffer from PTSD, Bains noted.

Source: IANS

F
inding it difficult to sleep? Blame your 
genes, say researchers, who identified 
specific genetic factors that may trigger 
the development of sleep problems.

The findings established that insomnia was 
linked to the occurrence of specific variants on 
chromosome 7. 

It also demonstrated a genetic link between 
insomnia and psychiatric disorders and physi-
cal conditions.

“The genetic correlation between insomnia 
disorder and other psychiatric disorders, such 
as major depression, and physical disorders 
such as type 2 diabetes suggests a shared genet-
ic diathesis for these commonly co-occurring 
phenotypes,” Murray Stein from the University 
of California San Diego.

“A better understanding of the molecular 
bases for insomnia will be critical for the devel-
opment of new treatments,” Stein added.

The variant on chromosome 7 is close to 
AUTS2 -- a gene that has been linked to alco-
hol consumption, as well as others that relate 
to brain development and sleep-related electric 
signalling, the researchers said.

“Several of these variants rest comfortably 
among locations and pathways already known 
to be related to sleep and circadian rhythms,” 
Stein said. 

“Such insomnia associated loci may con-
tribute to the genetic risk underlying a range of 
health conditions including psychiatric disor-
ders and metabolic disease,” he said.

Twin studies in the past showed that vari-
ous sleep-related traits, including insomnia, 
are heritable. 

Based on the findings, researchers started 
to look into the specific gene variants involved.

In the new study, appearing in the journal 
Molecular Psychiatry, the team analysed DNA 
samples from more than 33,000 soldiers, who 
were of European, African and Latino descent.

Stein also compared their results with those 
of two recent studies that used data from the 
UK Biobank.

Overall, the study confirms that insomnia 
has a partially heritable basis.

Source: IANS

Hopes for ‘New Physics’ Pave the Road to Rencontres

Looking to Fruit Flies to 
Understand Biology of Taste

Decoded: What Causes Bone Loss

Stress is Contagious — Study

Insomnia Might 
Be in Your Genes
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PTI

Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh exchanges documents with 
French Foreign Affairs Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian, as Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and French President Emmanuel Macron look on, at 
Hyderabad House in New Delhi on Saturday. 

PTI

Farmers of All Indian Kisan Sabha (AIKS) march from Nashik to 
Mumbai to gherao Vidhan Bhawan on March 12, demanding a loan 
waiver, in Thane on Saturday. 

PTI

Prime Minister,Narendra Modi with  Lok Sabha Speaker, Sumitra 
Mahajan during the National Legislators Conference, at Parliament 
House in New Delhi on Saturday.

Rahul Gandhi

India, France ink 14 pacts; major boost to defence, nuclear energy cooperation Centre will face consequences if 
Cauvery verdict is delayed — CM 

Maharashtra farmers protest agrarian distress 

Sangay asks Xi to resolve Tibet issue peacefully

Modi pitches for transformation of districts

Indian Coast Guard chopper crashlands near Mumbai

Demonetisation should have been 
thrown in the dustbin — Rahul 

Linking Muslim 
LS candidate 
to ISIS exposes 
BJP’s communal 
mindset — RJD

For second day, Pakistan 
raises Kashmir at UN; India 
hits back at ‘failed state’

New Delhi, March 10 
(PTI): In a major expan-
sion of strategic ties, India 
and France today inked 
14 pacts in key areas of 
defence, security, nuclear 
energy and protection of 
classified information be-
sides resolving to deepen 
cooperation in the Indo-
Pacific region and step up 
joint efforts to contain ter-
rorism.

The agreements were 
signed after extensive talks 
between Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and French 
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron, including on the 
changing security dynam-
ics in the Indian Ocean and 
Pacific.

The visiting leader as-
serted that the sea lanes 
cannot be places for he-
gemonic power play, in a 
clear reference to China.

The pacts included re-
ciprocal logistic support 

Puducherry, March 10 
(PTI): Puducherry Chief 
Minister V Narayanasamy 
today said the Centre will 
face “serious consequenc-
es” if it delayed imple-
mentation of the Supreme 
Court verdict on the Cau-
very dispute.

He claimed that the 
verdict pointed to the 
formation of the Cau-
very Water Management 
Board within six weeks 
and that it should be con-
stituted.

He also accused the 
Karnataka government 
of adopting what he said 
was a “slippery and evasive 
approach” to the Cauvery 
water issue.

The Chief Minister said 
he had submitted a letter to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi during the latter’s 
visit to Puducherry on Feb-

ruary 25 urging formation 
of the Water Management 
Board.

Asked what he meant 
by ‘serious consequences’ 
the Centre would face, he 
said “if the order of the 
apex court is not hon-
oured, it would give rise to 
contempt of court.” 

He said the officials, 
during the meeting, in-
sisted on immediate con-
stitution of the Board to 
ensure that Karaikal region 
of Puducherry received the 
seven tmc feet of water as 
directed by the apex court, 
he said.

Around 43,000 hectare 
farm lands would be ben-
efitted in Karaikal if the 
seven tmc feet of water was 
available, he said, adding 
the drinking water situa-
tion would also improve 
there.

Mumbai, March 10 (IANS): 
A protest march by 30,000 
farmers against the failure 
of the BJP-led government 
to address agrarian dis-
tress entered Mumbai on 
Saturday.

The march, led by All 
India Kisan Sabha (AIKS) 
-- a peasants front of the 
Communist Party of India 
(Marxist), was launched 
from Nashik on Tuesday.

The farmers will stage 
a protest outside the leg-
islative assembly here on 
March 12, demanding fair 
remuneration and loan 
waiver.

These farmers will seek 
answer from the govern-
ment for non- implemen-
tation of the demands that 
were promised by the gov-
ernment, said Ajit Nawale, 
state general secretary of 
AIKS.

The 180-km long foot 
march was started with 
participation of about 
12,000 farmers and the 
number has reached to 

Singapore, March 10 
(PTI): Congress president 
Rahul Gandhi said today 
that demonetisation was 
“not a good” initiative and 
if he were the prime minis-
ter he would have thrown 
the proposal in the “dust-
bin”.

Gandhi is on a five-day 
trip to the Southeast Asian 
countries. He began the 
Malaysia leg of his visit 
today and interacted with 
an “enthusiastic gathering” 
of Indian diaspora in Kuala 
Lumpur.

Asked how he would 
have rolled out demoneti-
sation differently, Gandhi 
said “if I was the Prime 
Minister and somebody 
would have given me a file 
with demonetisation writ-
ten on it, I would thrown 
it in the dustbin, out of the 
door and into the junk-
yard.” 

The demonetisation 
initiative was rolled out 
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on November 
8, 2016, announcing the 
invalidation of high-value 
currency notes currency 
notes of Rs 500 and Rs 
1,000.

Congress party has 
strongly criticised demon-

United Nations, March 
10 (IANS): Responding to 
Islamabad’s bid to raise 
the Kashmir issue for a 
second day on Friday at 
the UN Human Rights 
Council meeting in Ge-
neva, India denounced 
Pakistan as a “failed state” 
where terrorists thrive 
and Osama Bin Laden 
received protection, and 
demanded that it bring 
the perpetrators of the 
Mumbai, Pathankot and 
Uri attacks to justice.

“Even as terrorists 
thrive in Pakistan and roam 
its streets with impunity, 
we have heard it lecture 
about the protection of hu-
man rights in India,” Mini 
Devi Kumam, a Second 
Secretary at the India’s UN 
Mission in Geneva, said.

“We await credible ac-
tion by the Government of 
Pakistan to bring all those 
involved in the 2008 Mum-
bai attack and the 2016 
Pathankot and Uri attacks 
to justice,” she said.

“The world does not 
need lessons on democra-
cy and human rights from 
a country whose own situa-
tion is charitably described 
as a failed state,” she added.

Kumam was respond-
ing to Tahir Andrabi, Pa-
kistan’s UN Deputy Per-
manent Representative 
in Geneva, who earlier on 
Friday invoked Jawaharlal 
Nehru to make his case for 
a plebiscite in Kashmir.

Andrabi said that at 
the heart of the Kashmir 
problem is the right to 
self-determination which 
was conceded by “the first 
Prime Minister of India, 
one of the founding fathers 
of India” and by the UN 
Security Council through a 
plebiscite.

Kumum said, “Pakistan 
keeps referring to UN Secu-
rity Council Resolutions on 
Jammu and Kashmir. How-
ever, it very conveniently 
forgets its own obligation 
under these resolutions 
to first vacate the illegal 
occupation of Pakistan 
Occupied Kashmir. It has 
also blatantly disregarded 
its other commitments, 
be it under the 1972 Simla 
Agreement or Lahore Dec-
laration of February 1999.”

In the Simla Agree-
ment signed by Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi 
and then-Pakistan Presi-
dent Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, 

the two countries agreed 
that the Kashmir issue is a 
bilateral issue that has to 
be resolved without third 
party involvement.

The Lahore Declaration 
by Prime Ministers Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee of India and 
Nawaz Sharif of Pakistan 
commits the two nations to 
avoid a nuclear arms race.

In “gross violation” 
of a Council, the UN-
designated terrorists like 
Hafiz Mohammed Saeed 
are “freely operating with 
State support, and the 
UN designated entities 
are being politically main-
streamed in Pakistan,” she 
added.

Andrabi also accused 
India of “crimes against 
humanity” in Kashmir 
and of escalating ceasefire 
violations along the line of 
control and the border with 
his country as a diversion-
ary tactic.

On Thursday, he said 
that the Office of the Hu-
man Rights Commissioner 
“must not falter in doc-
umenting human rights 
abuses by India and recog-
nise that root of the prob-
lem is illegal occupation of 
Jammu and Kashmir.”

But “the real problem 
in the State of Jammu 
and Kashmir is terrorism, 
which has constantly re-
ceived sustenance from 
Pakistan and territories 
under its control,” Kumam 
said in reply. “We urge the 
Council to call on Pakistan 
to end cross border infiltra-
tion; to dismantle special 
terrorist zones, safe havens 
and sanctuaries.”

She said there should 
be “procedural and insti-
tutional safeguards to pre-
vent misuse of blasphemy 
law; to end forced conver-
sions and marriages of mi-
norities, including Hindu, 
Sikh and Christian women, 
to prosecute all such cases; 
to stop targeting political 
dissidents and legitimate 
criticism in Sindh, Balo-
chistan and Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa; to stop torture, 
enforced disappearances 
and unlawful killing; in-
cluding that of journalists 
and activists by its security 
agencies and prosecute all 
perpetrators; to stop sec-
tarian violence, systemic 
persecution and attacks on 
Muslim minorities, such as 
Shias, Ahmadiyas, Ismailia 
and Hazaras.”

Mumbai, March 10 (IANS): A 
Chetak helicopter of the Indian 
Coast Guard crashlanded near 
Mumbai on Saturday, an official 
said adding that all the crew mem-
bers were safe, though one pilot 
sustained minor injuries.

The helicopter was on a rou-
tine patrol off the coast south of 
Mumbai when it crash-landed six 
nautical miles north of Murud, 
near Alibaug, at around 2.50 p.m. 
on Saturday. 

A spokesperson of the Indian 

Coast Guard said the helicopter made 
an emergency landing. 

The Coast Guard said the crew 
experienced technical difficulties 
around 25 minutes after taking off.

“The crew managed to land the 
helicopter avoiding populated areas 
and the sea crew has sustained minor 
injuries,” the Coast Guard said in a 
statement. 

The crew was rescued by the In-
dian Navy and Indian Air Force.

A statement from the Indian 
Navy, meanwhile, said the four crew 

members of the ICG helicopter were 
“rescued from the scene of the crash” 
and were flown to Naval Hospital 
INHS Asvini at Mumbai. One pilot 
suffered minor injuries and is being 
treated at the hospital.

The Indian Navy launched two 
Chetak helicopters and a SeaKing ‘C’ 
helicopter on a Search and Rescue 
mission and located the ICG heli-
copter. 

One ICG Chetak and an Air Force 
Mi 17 helicopter were also part of the 
search effort.

Dharamsala, March 10 (IANS): Tibet-
an Prime Minister-in-exile Lobsang 
Sangay on Saturday urged Chinese 
President Xi Jinping to resolve the is-
sue of Tibet through dialogue.

He also demanded a Unesco 
fact-finding mission to visit the holi-
est Jokhang shrine in Lhasa in Tibet 
and investigate a fire incident there 
that destroyed hundreds of Tibetan 
artefactd a few weeks back.

“As President Xi Jinping sets out to 
begin his second term, I urge him to 
peacefully resolve the issue of Tibet 
through dialogue between the envoys 
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama and 
the representatives of the Chinese 
government,” Sangay said in a mes-

sage on the 59th anniversary of the 
Tibetan National Uprising Day.

“The tragic news of the fire on 
February 17 at the Jokhang, Tsuklag-
khang, a Unesco world heritage site, 
is of great sadness. There are reports 
of extensive damage and loss owing 
to the burning of dozens of precious 
statues, hundreds of artifacts and 
‘thangkas’ and murals,” he said.

Jokhang is still closed to the 
public. “I, therefore, urge Unesco to 
send a mission to investigate into 
the matter and to send journalists to 
Tibet for an independent investiga-
tion,” Sangay, also the Central Tibet-
an Administration (CTA) President, 
said. Blaming the Chinese govern-

ment for discriminatory policies with 
Tibetans, he said: “Also de-linking His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama from Bud-
dhism in Tibet is another root cause 
of resistance among Tibetans.

He said the rising tide of China’s 
economic growth and prosperity 
has not lifted the Tibetans as Tibet 
remains one of the poorest region 
and ethnic Chinese who have flooded 
into Tibet in recent years have been 
the prime beneficiaries. Quoting 
watchdog Freedom House reports 
of 2017 and 2016, Sangay said the 
reports listed Tibet as the second least 
free country after Syria and worse off 
than North Korea, South Sudan and 
Eritrea.

New Delhi, March 10 
(IANS): Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Satur-
day said hardcore politics 
of agitation were not as 
relevant as in the past and 
called for transformation of 
115 “aspirational districts” 
to achieve social justice 
and improve the country’s 
ranking in the Human De-
velopment Index (HDI).

Inaugurating the Na-
tional Legislators Confer-
ence in the Central Hall of 
Parliament here, Modi also 
pitched for posting young 
and motivated IAS officers 
in these 115 districts for 
quicker results.

The Prime Minister 
said he was against clas-
sifying the 115 districts, 
which lag in specific de-
velopment parameters, as 
backward. 

The Prime Minister 
said the traditional concept 
of social justice has been in 
the context of the condi-
tion of society but there is 
another aspect of it.

“If one village has elec-
tricity but the neighbour-
ing one does not, is it not 
social justice that it should 
too have electricity. The 
principle of social justice 
inspires us for this,” Modi 
said.

“If all children in our 
area get education, it is a 
step towards social justice. 
If all houses have electric-
ity, it is a step towards social 
justice. It is a concept of so-
cial justice in a new form in 
accordance with the vision 
of the great men who sat in 
this chamber,” Modi said.

He said the elected rep-
resentatives can choose 
one area of work and things 

etisation, saying the move 
has led to economic slow-
down.

Earlier at the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley 
Gandhi had said that Modi 
had caused “tremendous 
damage” to India’s econo-
my with his “reckless and 
dangerous” decisions like 
demonetisation and “hast-
ily-applied” GST.

Responding to a ques-
tion on women empower-
ment, Gandhi also said 
equality was not “good 
enough” for women em-
powerment and asserted 

that women have to be 
given more support than 
men to end the bias against 
them.

Gandhi’s trip is part of 
the Congress party’s ef-
forts to connect with the 
diaspora.

He called on Singapo-
rean Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong yesterday 
and discussed a wide range 
of topics related to India-
Singapore ties.

Later in the year, the 
Congress president is also 
expected to travel to Dubai 
and Canada.

Patna, March 10 (IANS): 
Bihar BJP chief Nityanand 
Rai’s remarks linking a 
Muslim Lok Sabha candi-
date for Sunday’s by-elec-
tion with the Islamic State 
has “exposed the commu-
nal mindset” of the rul-
ing party, the RJD said on 
Saturday. Rai on Friday 
sparked a major row when 
he told an election rally that 
if RJD’s Sarfaraz Alam won 
the by-poll in Bihar’s Araria 
district, it would become 
the global terror group’s 
safe hub.

The Araria Lok Sabha 
constituency, where some 
41 per cent of electors are 
Muslim, goes to polls along 
with two assembly seats on 
Sunday. Senior RJD leader 
Shivanand Tiwary said that 
in the past also BJP lead-
ers had made such kind 
of statements to polarise 
voters in the state, recall-
ing BJP President Amit 
Shah’s 2015 statement that 
if his party lost the Bihar 
assembly polls, firecrackers 
would burst in celebration 
in Pakistan.

30,000 now, which showed 
the intensity of discontent 
among farmers, Nawale 
said.

As a stream of peo-
ple flowing in to join the 
march, the number of pro-
testers will go up to 55,000- 
60,000 figure when it will 
reach the destination, he 
added. 

Complete loan waiver 
and profit of 1.5 times in-
put cost for all major agri-
culture commodities are 
the major demands of the 

AIKS. 
These farmers want 

immediate implementa-
tion of M.S. Swaminathan 
committee’s recommen-
dations, which ensures fair 
remuneration.

The agitating farm-
ers are also demanding 
compensation of Rs 40,000 
per acre for destruction 
of crops due to hailstorm 
and pink-worm, alloca-
tion of forest land under 
cultivation to farmers and 
implementation of Forest 

will start to change. 
Modi said India was 

ranked about 130 in HDI. 
“If there is improve-

ment in these 115 districts, 
it will automatically lead to 
improvement in the coun-
try’s rankings,” he said.

He said an atmosphere 
of competitive coopera-
tive federalism has been 
created in the country and 
states lagging behind in 
rankings are facing a push 
from their residents.

Modi said there was a 
time about 20 years ago 
when hardcore round-the-
clock politics -- of agitation, 
of struggle, of statements 
-- would count but time 
has changed and it is seen 
if a politician comes to the 
aid of people.

He said the structure 
and awareness of society 
now is forcing politicians to 
move away from hardcore 
politics. “People see who is 
with them in their hour of 

need, who is there to bring 
a change in their lives. This 
makes a big difference.”

He said when the gov-
ernment identified 115 
aspirational districts based 
on comprehensive study 
and 48 parameters, it 
found that a district that 
was doing badly in 5-10 
aspects was doing badly in 
most others.

He said that within a 
state one district surges 
ahead of the other despite 
having similar resource al-
location. “Resources is not 
a problem, good govern-
ance is a problem, coor-
dination is a problem, fo-
cused activity is a problem. 
If we focus on these, we can 
bring a big change.” 

Modi said the collectors 
of these 115 districts were 
called for a meeting and 
he noticed that they were 
mostly above 40.

“Normally, district 
collectors are 27-30 year 

old. They are young IAS 
officers. But when I met 
district collectors of these 
115 districts, about 80 per 
cent were above 40. Some 
of them were 45 also. At 
that age, the officer is con-
cerned about education of 
his children, being posted 
in a big city. Mostly, they are 
promotees of state cadre,” 
he said.

Modi said the apparent 
thinking is since a district is 
backward, anyone can be 
posted there just to run it. 

“If we all decide that 
in these 115 districts, we 
will post a fresh, energetic 
performance-oriented of-
ficer for the next few years, 
you will see that things will 
start to change. I am talking 
to the Chief Ministers. Give 
him (the officer) the chal-
lenge,” he added.

He urged the elected 
representatives of the as-
pirational districts to set 
targets for themselves.

The two-day confer-
ence on the theme “We for 
Development” is seeing 
participation of legislators 
from across the country 
as also Speakers of several 
assemblies. Several union 
ministers and leaders from 
opposition parties attend-
ed the inaugural function. 

In her remarks, Lok 
Sabha Speaker Sumitra 
Mahajan called for efforts 
to reach targets of Sustain-
able Development Goals 
(SDGs) by the 75th year of 
India’s Independence.

She said Parliament 
had already discussed 
SDGs on four different oc-
casions and state assem-
blies should also take a lead 
to discuss them. 

between the armed forces 
of the two countries and 
another on protection of 
classified or protected in-
formation, an agreement 
that comes in the backdrop 
of the Indian government 
refusing to divulge details 
of the multi-billion dollar 

Indo-French Rafale fighter 
jet deal.

He said that the pact on 
reciprocal logistic support 
between the armed forces 
was a “golden step” in de-
fence relations.

Modi said that both 
sides have agreed to 

strengthen cooperation in 
ensuring freedom of navi-
gation, overflight as Indian 
Ocean will play a key role 
in ensuring regional peace 
and stability.

Noting that defence 
cooperation between the 
two countries now has a 
“new significance”, Macron 
talked about the Scorpene 
submarine project for the 
Indian Navy and the fighter 
jet deal for the Air Force.

India had signed a gov-
ernment-to-government 
deal with France in 2016 
to buy 36 Rafale fighter 
jets at a cost of about the 
Rs 58,000-crore. The Con-
gress has been demanding 
details of the deal, alleging 
that the deal negotiated 
under its rule was much 
cheaper then the contract 
signed by the Modi govern-
ment.

On maritime security, 
the French President said 

both the countries will 
have “unprecedented” lev-
el of cooperation to ensure 
peace and stability in the 
Indian Ocean and Pacific.

He said space agencies 
of both countries will have 
joint monitoring mecha-
nism for developments in 
the maritime sphere, while 
navies of the two nations 
will share intelligence and 
call their respective mili-
tary bases for any require-
ment. In his statement, 
Modi said that the strategic 
partnership between the 
two countries may be just 
20-years-old, but the cul-
tural and spiritual partner-
ship was even older.

“The values of liberty, 
equality and fraternity 
echo not just in France but 
are also deeply enshrined 
in India’s Constitution as 
well,” the Prime Minister 
said.

Macron also said effec-

tively containing threats of 
terrorism and radicalisa-
tion are going to be key el-
ements in the strategic co-
operation between the two 
countries. He particularly 
also talked about threat of 
Islamist terrorism.

He further said, “We 
want India as our first stra-
tegic partner here, and we 
want to be India’s first stra-
tegic partner in Europe, 
and even in the western 
world.”  The agreement 
on protection of classified 
information defines the 
common security regu-
lations applicable to any 
exchange of classified and 
protected information.

The two countries also 
inked pacts for cooperation 
in other areas, including 
railways, environment, so-
lar energy, maritime aware-
ness and checking traffick-
ing of narcotic drugs and 
psychotropic substances.

Rights Act. 
While the organisers 

have said they would try 
to reach the assembly in 
peaceful manner, the gov-
ernment is likely to stop 
the protest march at Azad 
Maidan.

In June last year, simi-
lar protests had boiled 
over most parts of the 
state, forcing the Chief 
Minister Devendra Fad-
navis-led government to 
announce a conditional 
Rs 34,000 crore loan waiv-
er, which farmers said has 
not been implemented 
properly. 

Similar demands of 
loan waiver and 50 per 
cent profit over the input 
cost have been made by 
farmers across the country, 
putting the BJP-led central 
government in a fix. 

BJP is not just facing 
flak from the opposition 
but its estranged ally Shiv 
Sena has also extended its 
support to the protesting 
farmers.
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Fernando Juarez, 36, of Napa, center, embraces his 22-year-old sister 
Vanessa Flores, right, at the Veterans Home of California.
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Xi Jinping (File Photo)

Donald Trump

China set to give Xi 
lifelong rule on Sunday

Trump won’t meet Kim until 
concrete actions by N.Korea

15 Afghan 
soldiers killed in 
Taliban attack

Pyongyang keeps up harsh rhetoric 
despite invitation to Trump

Two killed as small plane 
crashes in Thailand

Turkey urged to deal with Arab neighbours wisely

Panama prepares trade 
retaliation against 20 countries

UK may have breached human 
rights over Grenfell Tower — UN

Syrian refugees ‘too frightened’ to return home — UN

Putin says will not change 
constitution to cling to power 

Four killed after standoff in California veterans’ home 

Beijing, March 10 (IANS): 
China is set to scrap the 
two-term limit for the 
presidency and vice-presi-
dency on Sunday, giving Xi 
Jinping the licence to rule 
the country for life.

With China’s largely 
ceremonial parliament 
stamping the proposal by 
the Communist Party, the 
Middle Kingdom could 
well be headed for a one-
man rule.

Fearing the repeat of 
excesses of power if any-
one again was allowed to 
rule China indefinitely 
like Mao Zedong, coun-
try’s revered leader Deng 
Xiaoping slashed the term 
limit for President and 
vice-president to two -- 10 
years.

It is the same restric-
tion, which nearly 3,000 
lawmakers -- called depu-
ties of the National People’s 
Congress -- will lift when 
they vote on Sunday to 
amend the country’s Con-
stitution in a highly cho-
reographed fashion.

Never has China’s par-
liament said no to a diktat 
by the Communist Party, 

the country’s real boss. The 
Party is above all.

But it would be inter-
esting to see how many 
vote against the proposed 
amendment.

Xi, who came to power 
in 2013, has emerged as the 
most powerful leader in 
China after Mao. He is the 
General Secretary of the 
Communist Party and the 
Chairman of the Central 
Military Commission -- the 
top nodal body of the Chi-
nese army.

Although the post of 
General Secretary is more 
powerful than that of the 

President in China, the lat-
ter is used to deal with the 
outside world.

Mao set up the Presi-
dent’s office in 1954 and 
quit the post after five 
years, giving it to Liu Shao-
qi, handpicked by him. Liu 
was a puppet President 
and fell out of favour dur-
ing Mao’s Cultural Revolu-
tion.

Mao did away with the 
President’s post in 1975 
only to for it be revived by 
Deng in 1982 with a two-
term cap after his death.

With the term-limit 
gone, Xi, who already has 

a larger than life image in 
China, can rule the country 
of 1.4 billion until he retires, 
dies or is toppled.

There seems no one 
who could challenge the 
towering Xi as the poten-
tial successors are behind 
bars apparently on graft 
charges.

There is no room for 
dissent in Xi’s era, with a 
heavy censor on the media 
and civil society.

Xi had made his inten-
tion to stay in power be-
yond 2023 sort of known 
when he did not name his 
successor at the party’s key 
once-in-five-years meet 
last October.

His predecessors, Hu 
Jintao and Jiang Zemin, 
had conventionally an-
nounced their succes-
sors.

Xi’s move was widely 
speculated as his desire to 
cling on to power beyond 
10 years, but little was an-
ticipated of the proposal 
in this regard that came 
like a bolt from the blue in 
February 2018.

This has even startled 
the global community.

Washington, March 10 
(IANS): US President Don-
ald Trump will not meet 
with his North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-un, until 
concrete, verifiable actions 
are taken by North Korea, 
the White House press sec-
retary said on Friday.

Nor did the spokesper-
son wish to confirm any 
place or date when the 
meeting between Trump 
and Kim would take place, 
though the South Kore-
an government had an-
nounced that the two lead-
ers would meet before the 
end of May, Efe reported.

“The president has ac-
cepted that invitation on 
the basis that we have con-

crete and verifiable steps,” 
she said.

Should it take place, 
the Trump-Kim meeting 
will be the first face-to-face 
meeting in history between 
the leaders of North Korea 
and the US.

Sanders said Kim’s in-
vitation is the result of the 
“maximum pressure” cam-
paign waged by Trump, 
and that as a result, “the 
president is getting exactly 
what he wants.”

Following the briefing, 
the White House released 
a summary of a telephone 
conversation between 
Trump and Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping.

According to the note, 

Trump expressed his hope 
that “Kim Jong-un might 
choose a brighter path for 
North Korea’s future.”

US Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson said earlier 
on Friday that it would take 
a few weeks to arrange the 
meeting between Trump 
and Kim.

The secretary said 
Trump himself had made 
the decision to meet with 
Kim despite their well-pub-
licised trading of insults in 
recent months, adding that 
he was not surprised in the 
least and that his boss had 
the matter “on his mind for 
quite some time.”

On Thursday at the 
White House, the head 
of South Korea’s National 
Security Office, Chung Eui-
yong, delivered Trump a 
message that he had re-
ceived from Kim during 
a high-level meeting in 
Pyongyang.

In an offer aimed at kick 
starting the negotiations, 
Kim has pledged to freeze 
ballistic missile tests and 
embark upon a denucleari-
sation process provided 
his regime is given security 
guarantees, the South Ko-
reans said.

Kabul, March 10 (IANS): 
At least 15 Afghan soldiers 
were killed when Taliban 
militants attacked their 
outpost in Afghanistan’s 
Farah province, the media 
reported on Saturday.

Citing Ariana News TV, 
Xinhua reported that the 
attack was carried out by 
the Taliban militants on 
Friday night in Farah Rod 
area of Bala Buluk district, 
northeast of provincial 
capital city Farah, Farid 
Bakhtawar, chairman of 
the provincial council, was 
quoted as saying.

.Several soldiers were 
reported missing after the 
attack during which one 
armoured military vehicle 
was destroyed and two 
others were seized by the 
attackers together with 
weapons. Zabiullah Mu-
jahid, a purported Taliban 
spokesman, claimed that 
53 Afghan soldiers were 
killed and injured when 
Taliban fighters stormed 
their position in Farah Rod. 

Afghan army and po-
lice have repulsed Taliban 
attacks against Farah city 
in the past months as the 
militants have been trying 
to capture full control of 
the city and outer parts.

Seoul, March 10 (IANS): Pyongyang 
on Saturday kept up its usual war 
rhetoric against Washington in its 
official media, despite Kim Jong-un’s 
invitation to the US President Donald 
Trump for a meeting, which has not 
been mentioned yet in any North 
Korean state media outlet.

Official North Korean daily, Ro-
dong Sinmun, the newspaper of the 
ruling Workers’ Party carried an opin-
ion piece which lashed out at the lat-
est US sanctions and said the country 
would not bow down to pressure by 
Washington, Efe news reported.

The article said that North Korea 
would not let the US “determine 
good and evil” according to their 
leader and “trample upon justice 
and truth”.

The piece also said that the latest 
sanctions, announced by Washington 
on March 7, against the regime for the 
alleged use of chemical weapons in 
2017 to assassinate Kim Jong-nam, 
the half-brother of Kim Jong-un, were 

“very dangerous” and “might provoke 
a war”.

No North Korean media outlet 
has reported the announcement 
made by the South Korean delega-
tion that met Kim in Pyongyang this 
week, which said that the North 
Korean leader had offered to hold 
a meeting about denuclearisation 
with Trump.

Although Trump almost imme-
diately accepted the offer to hold a 
meeting in May, the White House on 
Friday tried to tone down the hype 
and said that the meeting would not 
take place without “concrete actions” 
by Pyongyang that prove its will to 
abandon nuclear arms.

If the encounter materialises, it 
would be the first meeting between 
leaders of North Korea and the US 
after almost 70 years of confronta-
tion that began with the Korean 
War (1950-53) and 25 years of failed 
negotiations and tensions due to 
Pyongyang’s nuclear program.

San Francisco, March 10 
(IANS): Three women and 
a gunman were found dead 
at the Veterans Home of 
California after an hour-
long standoff, the media 
reported.

The grim end to the 
situation at the facility in 
Yountville, a 600-acre fa-
cility north of Napa wine 
country, was announced 
at around 7.45 p.m., on 
Friday, hours after the gun-
man took the three hos-
tages, reports NBC News.

“This is a tragic piece 
of news, one that we were 
really hoping we wouldn’t 
have to come before the 
public to give,” Chris 
Childs, assistant chief of 
the California Highway Pa-
trol Golden Gate Division, 
said at a news conference.

Childs said that law 
enforcement officers en-
tered the room where the 
gunman was thought to 

be holding the hostages 
shortly before 6 p.m., and 
discovered one male and 
three females dead. 

The identities of the 

suspect and victims were 
not released. The situa-
tion is over and there is no 
threat to the public but an 
active investigation is con-

tinuing, NBC News quoted 
Childs as saying.

Authorities had said 
they believed the suspect 
was armed with a rifle and 
was holding the hostag-
es inside a room on the 
grounds.

Founded in 1884, the 
facility houses about 1,000 
aging vets and is the largest 
veterans home in the US, 
reports CNN.

Men and women who 
served in World War II, 
the Korean War, the Viet-
nam War, Desert Storm 
and Operation Enduring 
Freedom/Operation Iraqi 
Freedom live in the facility.

Residents were tempo-
rarily evacuated from the 
veterans home in October 
when fires raged through 
Napa County.

Yountville is a town of 
about 3,000 residents in 
the north San Francisco 
Bay area.

Bangkok, March 10 (IANS): A light 
aircraft crashlanded in Thailand’s 
Phuket island, killing two people 
and seriously injuring two others 
on Saturday, police said. The trainer 
aircraft of Siam Aviation Association 
crashlanded in a rubber plantation 
in Thalang district of the resort prov-
ince, about 840 km from Bangkok, 
Xinhua news agency reported.

According to Krissana Patanacha-
roen, Deputy Spokesman of the Royal 
Thai Police, the deceased were identi-
fied as pilot Wattana Thinphang-nga 
and Narin Thaveewat, a teacher at 
Thalang Technical College. 

The injured were two students 
from the college, Thai media re-
ported. The two students, who suf-
fered severe injuries, were rushed to 
a hospital. Krissana said the aircraft 
encountered strong wind when it 
tried to land after something went 
wrong with its engine, according to 
the initial investigation.

Police were investigating the 
cause of the accident.

Dubai, March 10 (IANS): Turkey 
should “take into account Arab sov-
ereignty and deal with its neighbours 
wisely and rationally”, said Anwar 
Gargash, Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs of United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
on Saturday.

The UAE Minister tweeted a 
series of three messages on Twitter, 
saying “it is no secret to the observer 
that the Arab-Turkish relations 

are not at their best”, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

Therefore, Gargash added “sup-
port for movements that seek to 
change regimes by violence does 
not represent a rational approach to 
the neighbourhood, and Ankara is 
required to respect the sovereignty of 
the Arab states”.

The UAE top diplomat stated 
“the Arab world will not be led by its 

neighbours, and its current condi-
tions will not remain permanent, and 
the neighbouring countries should 
distinguish in dealing with the Arabs 
between the facts and myths”.

Turkey is involved in the Syrian 
civil war with its own troops on the 
ground in order to push back Kurdish 
separatist forces from the Turkish-
Syrian border region around the Syr-
ian city of Afrin.

Panama City, March 10 
(IANS): Panama’s foreign 
ministry on Friday published 
a list of 20 countries that dis-
criminate against Panama-
nian imports as a first step 
toward establishing reciproc-
ity measures.

Panamanian Trade Minis-
ter Augusto Arosemana said 
that the publication of the list 
was a “very novel step in our 
country’s foreign policy.”

“We have the responsibil-
ity to defend the interests of 
Panama on the world stage. 
When we passed the retor-
sion law in 2016 ... we had 
anticipated this step but we 
evidently had to exhaust prior 
efforts,” Efe quoted the the 
minister as saying.

The list includes Brazil, 
Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, 
El Salvador, Peru, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, Croatia, Slove-
nia, Estonia, France, Greece, 
Lithuania, Poland, Portugal, 
Cameroon, Georgia, Russia 
and Serbia.

In September 2016, the 
Panamanian congress passed 
a retorsion law that reinforces 
the migratory, fiscal and tar-
iff measures that the gov-
ernment can use to retaliate 
against other countries.

France included Pana-
ma on a list of tax havens in 
April 2016, after the “Panama 
Papers” scandal broke out 
showing how rich individuals 
and corporations use offshore 
schemes to avoid taxes, while 
Colombia has applied tariffs 
on certain re-exports from 
the Panamanian Colon Free 
Trade Zone for more than five 
years, despite a World Trade 
Organization ruling against it.

In December 2016, Pan-
ama was also included on 
a European Union black-
list of tax havens, although 
one month later the Central 
American nation and seven 
other countries were taken 
off and put on an under ob-
servation grey list.

London, March 10 (IANS): The UK government may 
have failed to comply with its international human 
rights obligations over the Grenfell Tower fire, which 
killed 79 people and left hundreds homeless, accord-
ing to the UN.

Leilani Farha, the UN special rapporteur on the 
right to adequate housing, told the Guardian on 
Friday that she was concerned that international 
human rights standards on housing safety may have 
been breached, and could have been a factor in the 
causes of the tragedy last June.

Farha was concerned that residents had 
told her they had been excluded from decisions 
about housing safety issues before the fire and 
had not been engaged “in a meaningful way” by 
the authorities about their views and needs in its 
aftermath.

A Canadian lawyer and the UN’s unpaid housing 
investigator since 2014, Farha was in London this 
week on an informal visit to meet Grenfell survivors 
and local residents, at the invitation of human rights 
law academics and activists.

The UK government was still facing increasing 
criticism from survivors’ groups, residents and local 
politicians over what they feel is an unrepresentative 
and overly rigid official inquiry, headed by the retired 
judge Martin Moore-Bick.

Earlier this week, Prime Minister Theresa May 
unveiled plans to tackle what she called Britain’s 
“national housing crisis”. 

Beirut, March 10 (IANS): Ongoing 
warfare in Syria has made millions 
of impoverished Syrians living in 
exile too fearful to fulfil their dream 
of going home, the UN refugee 
agency’s chief Filippo Grandi said 
on Friday.

“With fighting in parts of Syria 
as fierce as at any point during the 
conflict, refugees are understand-
ably still too frightened to return,” 
Grandi said.

UNHCR is making preparations 
but the security situation needs to 
improve considerably before Syr-
ian refugees can return home to 
their homeland from neighbouring 
Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq and 
from Egypt, the agency said.

Meanwhile, the vast majority of 
Syrian refugees are living below the 
poverty line and over three quarters 
of refugees in urban areas of Jordan 

and Lebanon are unable to meet their 
basic food, shelter, health or educa-
tion needs, according to UNHCR.

Of the 1.7 million school-aged 
Syrian refugees, 43 per cent are 
still not attending school. National 
public school systems in host coun-
tries have been forced to organise 
second shifts to accommodate the 
Syrian students and need much 
more help, UNHCR said.

“While the focus is on the dev-
astation inside Syria, we should not 
forget the impact on host commu-
nities in the neighbouring countries 
and the effect that so many years of 
exile has had on refugees,” Grandi 
said.

“As long as there is no political 
solution to the conflict, the interna-
tional community must step up its 
investment in the host countries.”

He urged firm financial pledges 

from donors an international con-
ference on Syria (Supporting the 
Future of Syria and the Region) be-
ing held in Brussels on April 24-25.

UN agencies and some 270 NGO 
partners in December released 
the 2018 Regional Refugee and 
Resilience Plan - a 4.4 billion dollar 
blueprint to aid refugees and the 
communities hosting them.

But so far a “wide” funding 
shortfall exists, said UNHCR.

“In 2017, the international re-
sponse received only half of re-
quired funding,” the agency said.

Grandi is currently in Lebanon, 
where he spent three days meeting 
senior government officials and 
some of the nearly one million reg-
istered Syrian refugees living there 
- the second largest number after 
Turkey where 3.5 million Syrians are 
being hosted.

Moscow, March 10 (PTI/
AFP): Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, who is ex-
pected to be reelected for a 
fourth term in next week-
end’s ballot, has said he 
has no plans to change the 
constitution to stay in the 
Kremlin beyond 2024.

Asked by US television 
network NBC whether he 
would follow in the foot-
steps of China’s Xi Jinping, 
who is eyeing a limitless 
tenure, Putin insisted he 
had no such intentions.

“I never changed the 
constitution, I did not do 
it to suit myself and I have 
no such plans to do so to-
day,” he said in an inter-
view whose transcript was 
released by the Kremlin 
today. Critics accuse Putin, 
who was first elected presi-
dent in 2000 and is running 
for a fourth term in March 
18 polls, of harbouring am-
bitions to stay in power 
indefinitely.

The constitution bars 
him from serving more 
than two presidential 
terms in a row.

In 2008, Putin became 
prime minister but main-
tained his grip on power, 
with his protege Dmitry 
Medvedev serving as presi-
dent until 2012 when Putin 
returned to the Kremlin in 

the face of huge opposition 
protests.

He rejected sugges-
tions that he could not quit 
power because it would 
put him in danger, saying 
he heard “a lot of ravings on 
this subject”.

“Why do you think after 
me power in Russia will 
be necessarily taken over 
by people who are ready 
to destroy everything that 
I have done over the past 
years?” Putin said.

He said he had been 
thinking about his poten-
tial successor since 2000.

“It never hurts to think 
but at the end of the day it 
will be the Russian people 
who will decide that,” he 
added.

Putin will run against a 
motley crew of seven chal-
lengers, with his top critic 

Alexei Navalny barred from 
contesting the poll because 
of a criminal conviction 
his supporters call punish-
ment for challenging the 
strongman.

Putin declined to say 
whether he could pardon 
Navalny.

The Russian president, 
who never called Navalny 
by his name in public, re-
ferred to the 41-year-old 
opposition politician as 
“certain political forces”.

“What do I like in prin-
ciple? It’s that they expose 
problems and this is good, 
indeed it’s right,” Putin 
said.

“But it’s not enough 
for the country’s positive 
development. Because 
concentrating one’s atten-
tion on problems, it’s not 
only insufficient, it’s even 

dangerous because it could 
lead to certain destruction 
and we need creation.” 

Putin also denied hav-
ing close ties to business-
man and restaurateur 
Yevgeny Prigozhin, one of 
13 Russians indicted by US 
prosecutors for allegedly 
running a secret campaign 
to tilt the 2016 US vote in 
favour of Donald Trump.

“He is not my friend,” 
Putin said. “I know such a 
man but I don’t count him 
among my friends.” 

Dubbed “Putin’s chef”, 
Prigozhin is thought to be 
running a Saint Petersburg-
based “troll farm” accused 
by Washington of interfer-
ing in the 2016 election.

He has also been linked 
to a hugely secretive pri-
vate military company, 
dubbed Wagner, whose 
mercenaries fight in Syria 
and were involved in a di-
rect clash with US troops 
there in early February.

“We don’t support him 
in any way, we are not 
standing in his way or help-
ing him. That’s his personal 
initiative,” Putin said.

Putin denied that Rus-
sia has meddled in the US 
election, but said he would 
“not care” even if indi-
vidual Russians had been 
involved.
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Maria Sharapova with her coach Sven Groeneveld

Sanjeve Roy being introduced to the players before a match on Sat. March 10.

Simona Halep beat Kristyna Pliskova 6-4, 6-4 to move into the third round at WTA Indian Wells where she 
will meet US wildcard Caroline Dolehide

11

England’s Jonny Bairstow celebrates after scoring a century against New Zealand during their one day cricket international in Christchurch, 
New Zealand on Sat. March 10.

AP/PTI

Dimapur, March 10 (EMN): The 74th All 
India Railway Football Championship 
kicked started at the Maligaon Railway 
stadium and Pandu football stadium in 
Maligaon.
     Sanjeve Roy, general manager, N. F. 
Railway who was the chief guest of the 
event inaugurated the championship in 

presence of players, railway officials and 
spectators. 12 teams are participating in 
the championship which will conclude 
on March 19.

In the first match of the champion-
ship, Southern Railway defeated North 
Western  Railway 8-0 while in another 
match Eastern Railway defeated ICF 2-1.

London, March 10 (Reuters): Former 
world number one Maria Sharapova said 
on Friday she had split with her coach 
Sven Groeneveld, two days after losing a 
third consecutive match for the first time 
since 2003.

The news comes after Sharapova, who 
said the decision to end their four-year 
partnership was “mutually agreed”, was 
beaten by 44th-ranked Naomi Osaka in 
the first round of the BNP Paribas Open 
in California on Wednesday.

After losing in the third round of the 
Australian Open to Angelique Kerber 
she was then beaten in the first round of 
the Qatar Open by Romanian qualifier 
Monica Niculescu.

She pulled out of the Dubai Duty Free 
Tennis Championships.

Sharapova has struggled to recapture 
top form since her 15-month ban for tak-
ing the banned drug meldonium ended 
last April.

“After four successful and challenging 
years of collaboration together, I would 
like to thank Sven for his incredible loy-

alty, work ethic and most importantly 
the friendship that we have formed that 
will go beyond this working partnership,” 
Sharapova said in a statement on her 
website.

“Although we have mutually agreed 
to part ways during this time, I have been 
incredibly fortunate to have a team leader 
like him in my corner for the past four 
years.”

Russian Sharapova won seven titles 
during her time with Groeneveld, most 
notably the 2014 French Open.

A two-time champion at Indian Wells, 
Sharapova, currently ranked 41st in the 
world, won the Tianjin Open in October 
for her first triumph since returning to the 
WTA Tour, but has not come close to chal-
lenging for a tournament victory since.

“Maria has been one of the most 
hardworking and professional players I 
have ever worked with,” Groeneveld said.

“Her strength and fighting spirit will 
continue to be a force to reckon with and 
I have the deepest respect for her as a 
player and person.”  

Bairstow ton helps England win 
series against New Zealand

Halep, Pliskova advance; Muguruza suffers shock defeat

Struggling Sharapova splits with coach

All India Railway Football Championship underway

Guardiola fined $28,000 for wearing yellow ribbon

35,000 people run in largest-
ever Jerusalem Marathon

Azlan Shah Cup: India 
thrash Ireland to finish 5th

Christchurch (New Zea-
land), March 10 (Reuters): 
Jonny Bairstow belted his 
second successive centu-
ry as England completely 
outplayed New Zealand 
in a seven-wicket victory 
in their final one-day in-
ternational at Hagley Oval 
on Saturday to clinch the 
five-match series 3-2.

Bairstow, who scored 
138 in the fourth game 
in Dunedin, smashed a 

58-ball century with eight 
boundaries and six sixes 
as he combined with Alex 
Hales (61) in a 155-run 
opening stand in perfect 
batting conditions.

The 28-year-old Bair-
stow hit his ninth bound-
ary before he was bowled 
by Trent Boult for 104. Joe 
Root (23 not out) and Ben 
Stokes, who hit a six to win 
the game and finish 26 
not out, guided England 

to 229 for three in 32.4 
overs.

“It’s different from bat-
ting in the middle order 
but my job now is to score 
big hundreds and con-
tribute match-winning 
scores,” said man-of-the-
match Bairstow, who also 
took a brilliant, diving 
one-handed catch on the 
boundary.

“That’s what I’m trying 
to do but it’s still a work in 

progress.”
New Zealand had 

been dismissed for 223 af-
ter England never allowed 
the hosts to develop any 
momentum with the bat.

They slumped to 93 
for six in the 27th over and 
only had the innings res-
cued by an 84-run part-
nership between Mitchell 
Santner (67) and Henry 
Nicholls (55).

England were helped 

Indian Wells, March 10 
(AFP): World number one 
Simona Halep and fifth 
seed Karolina Pliskova 
eased through their WTA 
Indian Wells openers on 
Friday but reigning Wim-
bledon champ Garbine 
Muguruza bit the dust in 
the California desert.

Halep beat Karolina’s 
sister Kristyna Pliskova 
6-4, 6-4 while Karolina 
eased past Irina-Came-
lia Begu 7-6 (7/4), 6-1 to 
reach the third round of 
the combined WTA/ATP 
hardcourt tournament.

Muguruza became 
the first major casualty 
of the event, suffering a 
shock 2-6, 7-5, 6-1 defeat 
to world number 100 Sa-
chia Vickery.

“It slipped away a little 
bit from me,” said Mugu-
ruza. “I’m going to learn 
a lot from this match. I’m 
going to watch it and I’m 
going to see what went 
wrong.”

Muguruza, who was 
seeded third here, was 
named WTA player of the 
year last year after winning 
titles in Wimbledon and 
Cincinnati. The 24-year-
old also reached number 
one in the world in Sep-

Jerusalem, March 10 (IANS): More than 35,000 people, 
including some 4,000 from outside Israel, ran in the 
eighth annual Jerusalem Marathon on Friday, the largest 
number yet in the annual race. Kenyan runner Shadrack 
Kipkogey finished the marathon first in 2 hours, 21 min-
utes and 27 seconds. Runners participate in six courses, 
including the full marathon (42.2 km), half-marathon 
(21.1 km), 10 km, 5 km, family race (1.7 km), and com-
munity race (800 meters) for people with special needs, 
Xinhua reported. International runners came from 72 
countries from China, the US, Germany, Poland, Portu-
gal, and Lithuania. China’s Hong Kong sent the greatest 
number of runners from outside Israel, followed by Los 
Angeles, Beijing, and London.

by the absence of New 
Zealand batsman Ross 
Taylor, who was ruled out 
with a thigh injury that 
he aggravated when he 
scored an unbeaten 181 in 
the five-wicket win in the 
fourth game on Wednes-
day.

Eoin Morgan’s bowl-
ers, however, also exploit-
ed what little help the 
conditions offered early 
on to ensure the hosts lost 
regular wickets from the 
first over.

Chris Woakes, who 
was named man-of-the-
series for his 10 wickets 
at 20.30, and Mark Wood 
conceded a miserly 27 
runs in the first 10 overs 
before spinners Moeen 
Ali and Adil Rashid, who 
finished with three for 42, 
ran through the middle 
order.

“Our bowlers really 
set the tone ... and the ex-
ecution was outstanding,” 
Morgan said. “We created 
opportunities by building 
pressure.”

Martin Guptill was the 
only batsman in the top 
five to provide any re-
sistance with 47, before 
Nicholls and Santner en-
sured New Zealand had a 
total to bowl at but it was 
never going to be enough 
against the powerful Eng-
land batting lineup.

“It was a really disap-
pointing performance 
from our part,” New Zea-
land captain Kane Wil-
liamson said.

“We didn’t get a com-
plete performance all se-
ries, but England were 
outstanding, a very good 
one-day unit, and de-
served to win the series.”

tember and was ranked 
third heading into Indian 
Wells.

This the Spaniard’s first 
loss to a player ranked in 
the 100s since she was 
beaten by Jana Cepelova 
(124) at Wimbledon in 
2016.

Muguruza had five 
double faults and had her 

serve broken five times in 
the two hour, 11 minute 
night match.

Crowd favourite Vick-
ery posted her first career 
win over a top 10 player as 
she served masterfully and 
controlled the rallies with 
her ground strokes.

Vickery said the parti-
san crowd motivated her.

“The atmosphere real-
ly helped me even though 
I was feeling it a bit physi-
cally. I kept telling myself 
‘just do your best’,” said 
the 22-year-old who is 
making her second ap-
pearance in Indian Wells.

Halep roared into the 
third round by overpow-
ering Kristyna in straight 

Ipoh (Malaysia), March 10 
(IANS): India finished fifth 
at the Sultan Azlan Shah 
Cup hockey tournament 
with a 4-1 thrashing of 
Ireland here on Saturday.

Varun Kumar scored 
twice from penalty corners 
while Shilanand Lakra and 
Gurjant Singh got the oth-
er goals for India.

Julian Dale exploited 
some poor marking by the 
Indian defenders to get a 
consolation goal for the 
European minnows in the 
final quarter.

India thus avenged the 
2-3 loss to Ireland in their 
last league stage match on 
Friday which had elimi-
nated their already slim 
chances of qualifying for 
the medal rounds.

Ireland finished sixth 
in the tournament.

Sa t u rd a y ’s  m a t c h 
capped a rather insipid 
campaign for India during 
which the only positive 
results were a 5-1 rout of 
hosts Malaysia and a 1-1 
draw with European pow-
erhouse England.

London, March 10 (IANS): 
Manchester City chief 
coach Pep Guardiola was 
fined nearly $28,000 by 
England’s Football Asso-
ciation for appearing on 
the touch line sporting a 
yellow ribbon in support 
of Catalan activists and 
politicians jailed for their 
role in an unconstitutional 
referendum on the region’s 
independence from Spain.

The Catalonia na-
tive displayed the ribbon 
during several Premier 
League, EFL Cup and FA 
Cup matches as a way of 
pressing for the release of 
independence activists 
Jordi Sanchez and Jordi 
Cuixart and politicians 
Joaquim Forn and Ori-
ol Junqueras, who have 
spent four months in pre-
trial detention, reports Efe.

“Pep Guardiola has 

sets.
The 26-year-old Roma-

nian will meet US wildcard 
Caroline Dolehide who 
beat Dominika Cibulkova, 
of Slovakia, 5-7, 6-3, 6-4.

“I was ready to play. 
I was ready to work and 
ready to fight,” Halep said. 
“It wasn’t an easy match. 
But I am really happy I 
won my first match here 
and I get a chance to play 
again.”

Halep and Caroline 
Wozniacki have been tak-
ing turns at No. 1 this year.

Denmark’s Wozniacki 
took the world number 
one ranking after beating 
Halep in three sets in the 
Australian Open final, but 
Halep reclaimed it from 
her just prior to Indian 
Wells.

Wozniacki will play her 
first match of the tourna-
ment on Saturday against 
qualifier Lara Arruabar-
rena.

Halep won three out of 
the final four games in the 
second set, claiming vic-
tory when her opponent 
sailed a forehand long on 
the first match point.

Fifth-ranked Karolina 
Pliskova smashed four 
aces and won 76 percent 

of her first serve points in 
her 92 minute victory over 
Begu.

The Czech, who turns 
26 on March 22, is hoping 
to improve on her semi-
final finish here in 2017, 
part of a stellar campaign 
that saw her win titles in 
Brisbane, Doha, and East-
bourne and rise as high as 
number one in the world 
last July.
14 straight wins
Elsewhere, ninth seeded 
Petra Kvitova won her 14th 
straight match to equal the 
longest winning streak of 
her career by outlasting 
Yulia Putintseva 6-7 (4/7), 
7-6 (7/3), 6-4.

Rising star Jelena Osta-
penko battled her way into 
the third round by outlast-
ing Swiss Belinda Bencic 
6-4, 3-6, 6-1.

The 20-year-old reign-
ing French Open cham-
pion will next face Petra 
Martic of Croatia who beat 
Czech 26th seed Barbora 
Strycova 7-5, 6-4.

Ostapenko, of Latvia, 
beat Halep in last year’s 
French Open final in three 
sets, becoming the lowest 
ranked and first unseeded 
player in history to win at 
Roland Garros.

Pep Guardiola

been fined 20,000 pound 
and warned as to his future 
conduct after admitting an 
FA charge for wearing a 
political message, spe-
cifically a yellow ribbon, in 
breach of The FA’s kit and 

advertising regulations,” 
the official FA spokesper-
son said in a statement on 
Friday.

The FA initiated dis-
ciplinary proceedings 
against Guardiola on Feb-

ruary 23 on the basis of 
its ban on political and 
religious imagery.

Manchester City and 
Guardiola denied that 
the ribbon was a politi-
cal symbol, likening it to 
the red poppies worn by 
Britons in November to 
commemorate the British 
military personnel who 
died in World War I.

“I accept the decision 
because I have to do, but 
that doesn’t mean I agree 
or not,” Guardiola said 
Tuesday.

In the wake of the dis-
ciplinary proceedings, 
Guardiola opted to cover 
the ribbon with a scarf in 
City’s 3-0 win over Arsenal 
in the February 25 EFL 
Cup final.

But he confirmed in 
the post-match press con-
ference that he would con-

tinue to carry the ribbon, 
whether on his coat or in 
his pocket.

During City’s most re-
cent game, against home 
side Chelsea, the ribbon 
was not seen, as the coach 
replaced it with a yellow 
daffodil of the Marie Curie 
cancer charity.

Guardiola has also 
worn the ribbon during 
UEFA Champions League 
matches, but the conti-
nental federation does not 
ban this kind of conduct.

FA CEO Martin Glenn 
recently sparked contro-
versy when he compared 
Guardiola’s ribbon to sym-
bols such as the swastika, 
the Star of David, the ham-
mer-and-sickle or badges 
representing Islamic State.

Glenn was forced to 
apologise the following 
day.



Marcus Rashford (L) scored Manchester United's opening goal against Liverpool and then quickly added 
a second

Real Madrid's Cristiano Ronaldo celebrates his second goal beside Lucas Vazquez and Daniel Carvajal 
after scoring during the Spanish La Liga soccer match against SD Eibar at the Ipurua stadium, in Eibar, 
northern Spain on Sat. March 10.
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Kyle Lowry (L) scored 30 points for the Eastern Conference leading Raptors, who have already secured a 
playoff berth, in a 108-105 win over Houston

The president of the NWA Neivikuolie Khatsü (centre), seen here flanked by his colleagues, at the press 
conference in Kohima on March 10.

EM Images

Lionel Messi announced that he and his wife Antonella Roccuzzo had become parents for a third time 
on Sat. March 10.

Rashford hits double as 
Man Utd hold off Liverpool

What's in from Naga 
wrestling championship

Messi announces birth of his 3rd son

Raptors halt Rockets' win streak; Warriors and Cavs lose

Ronaldo scores 2 to give Real Madrid 2-1 win at EibarAIFF withdraws Pune 
coach's suspension

London, March 10 (AFp): 
Marcus Rashford scored 
twice in the first 25 min-
utes as Manchester Unit-
ed held off a Liverpool 
fightback to move five 
points clear of their visi-
tors in second place in the 
Premier League with a 2-1 
win at Old Trafford.

United also close to 
within 13 points of Man-
chester City, but barring a 
late season collapse by the 
runaway league leaders 
that gap looks unbridge-
able.

More significantly Jose 
Mourinho's men moved 
another huge step closer 
to guaranteeing a top-
four finish by opening up 
a 12-point lead on fifth-
placed Chelsea.

Liverpool were left to 
rue a slow start as Rash-
ford twice finished im-
pressively after Romelu 
Lukaku had outmuscled 
Dejan Lovren.

The visitors dominat-
ed after the break, but 
could only find a response 
via a United player when 
Eric Bailly turned into his 
own net 24 minutes from 
time.

Just a second defeat in 
21 Premier League games 
leaves Liverpool still in 
third, but they could drop 
to fourth if Tottenham 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 10 (EMN): With the 
completion of the Nagaland assembly 
elections, the focal point of discussion 
here in the Kohima has now shifted to 
the forthcoming Naga wrestling cham-
pionship that has been scheduled for 
March 14 to the 15th in the town's local 
ground.

This was informed by Nagaland 
Wrestling Association (NWA) officials 
during a press conference on March 10 
in Kohima.

Unlike past tournaments when 'Naga 
style' wrestling used to be held on the 
first day, followed by freestyle,  the NWA 
has introduced beginning from this year 
a new system to conduct 'Naga style' on 
the second day.

The idea to come up with the new 
category was solely to attract more 
spectators for freestyle wrestling, it was 
informed. 

Putting an end to speculations 
among wrestling fans and devotees, it is 
now confirmed that the reigning Angami 
wrestling champion Kezhaseluo-o Pi-
enyü will not be taking part in this year’s 
tournament.

Nineteen Kezhaseluo-o, who was 
supposed to make his debut at the NWA 
meet and is being considered one of the 
title contenders, opted out of the tourna-
ment owing to examinations.

Though all the federating units are 

yet to submit a final list of wrestlers, an 
ASA official told Eastern Mirror over the 
phone that their reigning champion 
won’t be taking part in the forthcoming 
edition.

Other than the ASA champion, it is 
expected that the event's prominent 
wrestlers who had taken part in the edi-
tions would be entering the wrestling 
arena at Khuochiezie on Mar 15.
rio to attend 
Newly sworn-in chief minister of Na-
galand Neiphiu Rio will attend the 26th 
NWA event as its chief guest on March 
15.

Addressing a press conference on 
Mar 10, the NWA informed that the tour-
nament will commence at 9 AM.

On day-one (March 14), at 10 AM, 
former president of the NWA Keku Ze-
liang will be the main guest.
tournament officials to meet on March 
13 

The NWA has convened a meet-
ing with all the tournament officials 
on March 13 at 2 pm at Kohima local 
ground.

Making it compulsory for all the tour-
nament officials to attend the meeting, 
the NWA informed that it would even go 
to the extent of replacing an absentee if 
he/she fails to turn up without reasons.

It has also been informed that the 
weight measurement for freestyle would 
be done on March 13 at 2 pm.

Bengaluru, March 10 
(IANS): The All India 
Football Federation 
(AIFF) disciplinary com-
mittee on Saturday re-
vised their interim de-
cision to provisionally 
suspend FC Pune City 
coach Ranko Popovic 
and instead allowed him 
to be on the bench for 
the second leg of their 
Indian Super League 
(ISL) semi-final against 
Bengeluru FC here on 
Sunday.

"In the interest of fair 
play and in particular 
forthcoming semi-final 
match of FC Pune City, 
the interim suspension 
imposed upon Popovic is 

provisionally withdrawn 
subject to FC Pune City 
providing in writing an 
undertaking that there 
would be not an iota 
of indiscipline on the 
part of Popovic nor there 
would be any scope of 
complain against him 
till the final adjudica-
tion of the subject is-
sue following hearing on 
March 16," Disciplinary 
committee chairman 
Ushanath Banerjee said 
in a statement.

Popovic was sus-
pended by the AIFF's 
disciplinary commit-
tee for his comments 
against referees and 
match officials.

Los Angeles, March 10 
(AFp): The Toronto Rap-
tors withstood a late surge 
from Houston to halt the 
Rockets' 17-game NBA 
winning streak with a 
108-105 victory Friday in 
a clash of conference lead-
ers.

Kyle Lowry scored 30 
points and DeMar DeRo-
zan added 23 for the East-
ern Conference-leading 
Raptors, who have already 
secured a playoff berth.

James Harden scored 
40 points for the Rockets, 
who came into the game 
with the best record in 
the league but were out-
scored 32-16 in the first 
quarter and trailed by as 
many as 19 in the first half.

"We were maybe sur-
prised by the intensity 
or whatever," admitted 
Houston coach Mike 
D'Antoni, whose Rockets 
hadn't lost since January 
26. "We didn't quite come 
out with what we had the 
last three quarters."

Despite the defeat, the 
Rockets maintained a half-
game lead over Golden 
State atop the Western 
Conference after the 
reigning NBA champion 
Warriors were beaten 125-
108 by the Trail Blazers in 
Portland.

Houston trailed by 
15 at halftime and were 
down by 17 with less than 
five minutes to play in the 
third quarter.

Despite their struggles 
from three-point range, 
Houston chipped away 
and knotted the score at 
102-102 on a three-pointer 
by Harden with 2:10 left.

DeRozan put the Rap-
tors back up by two with 
a jump shot with 1:49 re-
maining and the Rock-
ets wouldn't get as close 
again. Chris Paul finished 
with 14 points for Houston 
but missed a go-ahead 
three-pointer with 14.5 
seconds to play.

After Jonas Valanci-
unas made two free throws 
to stretch Toronto's lead to 
three points with 5.4 sec-
onds left, Harden missed 
a last-gasp three-point 
attempt and the Raptors' 

Eibar (Spain), March 10 
(Ap): Cristiano Ronaldo 
continued his latest scor-
ing run with two goals in 
Real Madrid's 2-1 win 
at Eibar in the Spanish 
league on Saturday.

After a slow start to 
the season, Ronaldo has 
netted 13 goals in his last 
seven appearances to 
take his total to 33 in 34 
games this campaign.

Ronaldo put Madrid 
ahead in the 34th min-
ute after Luka Modric 
intercepted a ball from 
defender Aritz Arbilla 
and placed a perfect pass 
for the Portugal forward 
to control with his chest 
and fire in.

Eibar equalized in the 
50th when defender Ivan 
Ramis broke free of Ser-
gio Ramos to head home 

win at Bournemouth on 
Sunday.

Rashford may not have 
even have started but for 
an injury to Paul Pogba 
suffered in training on 
Friday.

Without the £89 mil-
lion ($123 million) French 
international, Mourinho 
moved Alexis Sanchez in-
side behind Lukaku and 
handed Rashford his first 
league start of the year on 
the left.

T h e  P o r t u g u e s e 
coach's plans worked to 
perfection when Rashford 
brought the game to life 

with a superb finish after 
14 minutes.

Lukaku beat Lovren 
to a long ball and 
t h e  E n g l a n d 
international 
skipped in-
side Trent 
Alexander-
Arnold be-
fore smashing 
a shot past the helpless 
Loris Karius.

Liverpool had chanc-
es for an immediate re-
sponse as Sadio Mane just 
failed to get on the end of 
Roberto Firmino's danger-
ous cross before Virgil Van 

Dijk skewed a header wide 
from close range when 
unmarked from a corner.

But soon Liverpool's 
task became doubly dif-
ficult as United's power 

and pace again proved 
too much.

Lukaku shrugged 
o f f  L ov re n  o n c e 

more and when his ball 
through to Juan Mata was 
cut out by Van Dijk, Rash-
ford swept home the re-
bound.
Eventful afternoon
An eventful afternoon for 
Rashford continued mo-
ments later when he es-

caped with just a yellow 
card for a late lunge on 
James Milner.

And he should also 
have had an assist to his 
name before half-time 
when a dinked cross 
picked out Mata perfectly 
only for the unmarked 
Spaniard to sent an acro-
batic effort well wide.

Liverpool enjoyed al-
most complete control of 
the ball in the second-half 
but failed to find a way 
through the mass ranks of 
United defence.

The visitors did have 
two strong appeals for 
penalties waived away as 
Ashley Young pulled at 
Mohamed Salah's shirt 
before an Andy Robertson 
cross rebounded off Anto-
nio Valencia's arm.

When Liverpool were 
handed a lifeline, it came 
via a United boot as Bailly 
-- who had excelled on his 
first start since November 
-- flicked Mane's cross 
into his own net.

Mourinho then drew 
the ire of his own fans 
as he replaced Rashford 
with Marouane Felliani 20 
minutes from time to see 
the game out.

B u t  o n c e  a g a i n 
Mourinho was justified as 
the hosts held out for six 
minutes of stoppage time.

a corner kick by Pedro 
Leon. Ramis needed to be 
substituted shortly after 

because of the lingering 
effects of a knee injury he 
appeared to suffer near 

the end of the first half.
Ro n a l d o  h a d  t w o 

more excellent chances 

Barcelona (Spain), March 
10 (Ap): Lionel Messi an-
nounced the birth of his 
third child - and third son 
- on Saturday.

The Argentina forward 
wrote on his Instagram 
account in Spanish: ''Wel-

come Ciro! Thank God 
everything went perfect. 
Mom and he are very well. 
We are super happy!!!!!''

Messi is married to 
Antonella Roccuzzo, the 
mother of their three chil-
dren.

Barcelona said ear-
ly Saturday that Messi 
would miss a match at 
Malaga later in the day for 
''personal reasons.''

Barcelona leads the 
Spanish league by eight 
points.

- on either side of Ramis' 
equalizer - to grab anoth-
er goal but was denied 
by superb one-handed 
saves from goalkeeper 
Marco Dmitrovic.

Madrid coach Zin-
edine Zidane sent 
on Karim Benze-
ma and Lucas 
Vazquez to look 
for the winner.

Bu t  i t  w a s 
right back Dani 
Carvajal who in-
tercepted a pass 
by  L e o n  a n d 
crossed for Ron-
aldo to head in his sec-
ond goal with six minutes 
remaining.

''The worst part is 
that their goals both 
came from our mis-
takes,'' Dmitrovic said. 
''You can't give Madrid 

even half a chance be-
cause they will take full 
advantage of it.''

Ronaldo's goals were 
his 17th and 18th in the 
league this season. He 
only trails Barcelona pair 

Lionel Messi with 24 
and Luis Suarez 
with 20.

Madrid de-
fender Raphael 
Varane was sub-

stituted in the 
26th after a blow 

to the head. He 
walked off the 
pitch and was 

replaced by Nacho 
Fernandez.

Madr id  remained 
third, 12 points behind 
leader Barcelona which 
visits Malaga later Sat-
urday. Eibar was left in 
eighth place.

seventh straight win was 
in the books.

"We shouldn't have 
even given him the op-
portunity to get the shot 
off, but it worked out," 
said Lowry, who said the 
Raptors must find a way 
to maintain the level they 
showed in the first quarter 
throughout the game.

"We can't be satisfied 
with big leads in the first 
quarter and let them go 
-- we've got to find a way 
to continue to be strong."
Short-handed Warriors 
fall
With Stephen Curry side-
lined by a right ankle 
injury and Andre Iguo-
dala, Jordan Bell and Da-
vid West also sidelined, 
Golden State's Kevin Du-
rant stepped up with a 
40-point performance in 
Portland, but that wasn't 
enough to stop the red-
hot Trail Blazers.

Damian Lillard led the 
Blazers with 28 points and 
Portland won their ninth 
straight to consolidate 
their third place in the 
West ahead of New Or-
leans -- who were beaten 
116-97 by the Washington 
Wizards.

After Golden State's 
Klay Thompson con-
nected on a short jump 
shot to pull the Warriors 
within 92-91 early in the 
fourth quarter, Portland 
produced a 12-2 scoring 
run to push their lead 
to double-digits and the 
Warriors wouldn't get the 

deficit below seven points 
the rest of the way.

The Warriors saw their 
seven-game win streak 
snapped and still await 
word on when Curry 
might return after "tweak-
ing" his right ankle on 
Thursday. Their star point 
guard will definitely miss 
Sunday's game at Min-
nesota.

The Cleveland Cava-
liers also lost on the road, 
beaten 116-102 by the 
Clippers in Los Angeles.

LeBron James scored 
25 points with 10 re-
bounds and six assists 
for Cleveland, whose lead 
over Washington and In-
diana for third place in 
the East is now just half a 
game.

James also coughed 
up five turnovers to go 
with three blocks and two 
steals. DeAndre Jordan 
was a dominant presence 
inside as he scored 20 
points and pulled down 23 
rebounds for the Clippers.

In Milwaukee, Khris 
Middleton led all scorers 
with 30 points and Giannis 
Antetokounmpo chipped 
in 28 points, 10 rebounds 
and a superb block of Em-
manuel Mudiay's layup 
in the third quarter as the 
Bucks beat the New York 
Knicks 120-112.

M i l w a u k e e  t o o k 
charge of the contest with 
a 19-7 scoring run in the 
fourth quarter and kept 
themselves in playoff po-
sition in the East.


