
ment, health sector and repealing 
of the Armed Forces Special Powers 
Act (AFSPA) from the Northeast.

On the Naga political issue, the 
JD (U) said it would continue to 
pursue an honourable solution to 
the Naga issue at the earliest. “The 
party shall always honour the foot-
steps of its founding father Jayapra-
kash Narayan and his love for the 
Naga people,” the manifesto read.

While stating that the AFSPA 
had become a tool for state abuse, 
oppression and discrimination 
which has led to human rights vio-
lation in the north eastern states, 
especially in Nagaland, the JD(U) 
affirmed to repeal the AFSPA from 
the NE region.

Lotha said that the party will 
ensure that the problem of illegal 
foreigners, especially from Bangla-
desh, is curbed and suppressed by 
judiciously implementing provi-
sions of the Bengal Eastern Fron-
tier Regulation 1873 (BEFR) and 
other such relevant acts in totality.

Focusing on education, the 
party has declared constituting an 
education commission to review 
existing education policies. The 
party has set its vision on establish-
ing colleges in all the additional 
deputy commissioner headquar-
ters and higher secondary schools 
in all subdivision officer head-
quarters. It assured to take up 
infrastructural development of 
all existing government schools, 
besides construction of new ones.

Also, the party has a vision to 
provide insurance schemes for 
students studying outside the state 
in cases such as acute sickness or 
issues involving transportation of 
deceased persons. 

The JD (U) has set another 
target: decentralise powers and 
policies of the government to the 
village level; provide reasonable in-
surance cover for both health and 
death to all the people living below 
the poverty line in the villages.

Further, the party laid empha-
sis on youth development and 
assured to ensure fair means when 
they are availing job opportunities; 

curb irregularities in the process of 
appointments; constitute a staff 
selection board (SSB) in line with 
the Staff Selection Committee to 
conduct examinations for vacant 
posts that do not fall within the 
purview of the Nagaland Public 
Service Commission.

On the road sector, the party as-
sured to lay emphasis on efficient 
maintenance of existing roads 
besides constructing new roads 
wherever required. 

On the health sector, the party 
declared that it would ensure mak-
ing available all programmes that 
can bring benefits to the common 
people.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Feb. 8 (EMN): After the ‘un-
expected’ resignations of its chairman 
Joel Naga and spokesperson Mar Long-
kumer on Feb. 7, the Against Corruption 
and Unabated Taxation (Acaut) on Thu. 
decided to let the cat out of the bag. 

Members of the Acaut told a press 
conference in Dimapur that they ‘gladly’ 
accept the resignations tendered by the 
duo. “If they had not resigned, Acaut 
would have forced them to resign,” the 
members asserted.

With Acaut Nagaland finding itself 
at the receiving end from citizens be-
cause of the involvement of Naga and 
Longkumer with the Core Committee 
of Nagaland Tribal Hohos and Civil Or-
ganisations (CCNTHCO), the members 
clarified that their involvement with 
CCNTHCO was their individual partici-
pation ‘misusing the platform of Acaut’ 
and that Acaut never endorsed them. 

“Acaut was always firm that the 
movement shall not touch politics. 
People have accused us of having a hid-
den agenda and therefore we want to 
make it clear to Naga public that their 
involvement is not a position of Acaut 
and people should not be confused,” 
one of the members said. 

Acaut still stands with their princi-
ples—against corruption; 'one govern-
ment, one tax,' and early Naga political 
solution inclusive of all Naga political 
groups; and be a non-political move-
ment, the member said.  

‘Acaut works on consensus and we 
did not endorse them, rather they had 
misused the platform,’ it was informed.  

On the entry of Acaut advisor K 
Khekiye Sema into state politics, the 
members said that although they still 
have ‘high regard’ for Sema they were 
saddened by the step he has taken.  “At 
least he could have consulted Acaut 

members and detach from the move-
ment when it is clear that Acaut has 
boundaries with non-involvement in 
politics.” 

They wished him luck, but main-
tained that the Acaut never endorsed 
his political foray. Acaut, they informed, 
has a resolution which immediately ter-
minates membership once a member 
involves in politics.  

On Feb. 7, the Acaut's co-chairman, 
Joel Naga, stated in a letter addressed to 
the Acaut's co-convenor that his resig-
nation from the anti-corruption body 
was on ‘moral grounds having moral 
responsibility towards the organisation 
and the people, and having failed to stop 
the 13th assembly elections as per the 
solution before election slogan.’ 

On the other hand, Longkumer stat-
ed ‘other priorities to look after which 
needs total commitment and attention’ 
as the reason for his resignation. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Feb. 8 (EMN): Follow-
ing the arrest of one Gambeu 
Zeliang on Feb. 7 by Peren police 
on charges of flouting the election 
Model Code of Conduct (MCC), 
the Nationalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party (NDPP) unit of 7th 
Peren assembly constituency (AC) 
has alleged that the accused is an 
uncle of Chief Minister TR Zeliang.

In a letter of complaint ad-
dressed to the returning officer in 
concern, the party has demanded 
immediate disqualification of the 
chief minister since “he was the 
man behind all these anti-social 
activities being carried out in the 
district.”

It alleged that the chief minis-
ter had been using Gambeu Zei-
lang as “his right hand man for all 
his nefarious activities in wooing 
the innocent voters and has been 
distributing CGI sheets even after 

the election code of conduct was 
enforced in the state.”

On this ground, the letter de-
manded, the official should im-
mediately disqualify Zeliang’s 
candidature at 7th Peren AC.  The 
returning officer informed that the 
complaint has already been for-
warded to the Peren district police 
authorities. 

According to the Public Rela-
tions Officer (PRO) of Peren police, 
a complaint has been registered 
and investigation was underway. 
“We have received the informa-
tion regarding the complaint and 
investigation will take some time. 
This is the only information we 
could gather and also report to the 
district administration,” he said.  
He added that necessary action 
according to the law and under the 
election Code of Conduct would 
be taken. As of now, Gambeu Zei-
lang is in police custody.

Dimapur, Feb. 8 (EMN): Unidentified persons 
reportedly hurled a crude bomb at the private resi-
dence of Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) candidate Y 
Patton for 37th Tyui assembly constituency (AC) at 
Wokha on Thu., a report reaching here through our 
Wokha Correspondent informed. 

According to Wokha police officials, the incident 
took place at around 7.45 pm. No casualty was re-
ported.  The incident took place when Patton was 
away from home. Police sources confirmed that 
gelatine sticks were used. After the explosion the 
miscreants reportedly fired some shots in the air 
even as police maintained that the use of guns was 
yet to be confirmed.  

In a separate incident from the same constitu-
ency, at least seven persons were injured and 13 
vehicles belonging to Patton’s supporters were de-
stroyed by the supporters of rival candidates. 

The media cell of the BJP at 37th Tyui AC claimed 
that on Thu. supporters of the Naga People's Front 
(NPF) waylaid and overturned two vehicles at Blue 
Hill in Wokha after the scrutiny of nominations.  

Earlier on Thu. morning, NPF supporters at 37 
Tyui AC armed with 'lethal weapons' and suspected 
illegal arms and  stationed at Yanthamo and Nyiro 
village attacked supporters of a BJP candidate. They 
were reportedly armed with sticks and stones, and 
burned three two-wheelers, it was reported.  

On Wed. night, supporters of a JD (U) candi-
date for 37th Tyui AC armed with 'lethal weapons' 
reportedly attacked BJP supporters at Englan and 
Yikhum villages during which at least four persons 
suffered grievous injuries.  Six vehicles and a bus 
were also destroyed, it has been reported. 

A complaint listing criminal intimidation and 
attempt to murder has been lodged with the return-
ing officer's establishment of the area, it informed.  

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Feb. 8 (EMN): Tension continued 
to escalate in Chuchuyimlang village on Thur. The 
village is in 22nd Arkakong assembly constituency 
in Mokokchung district. On Thu. at around 2 pm a 
vehicle belonging to a supporter of Mayang Lima, 
NDPP candidate, was reportedly stopped and de-
stroyed by unknown persons in the village. 

The extra additional commissioner of Chu-
chuyimlang informed that a vehicle coming from 
Changtongya was stopped by a mob in the village. 
Later the vehicle was said to have been vandalised. 
Police and security forces have been deployed and 
an investigation is currently underway, the official 
said. He added that they were three occupants in 
the vehicle. However, there was no report of the mob 
physically assaulting them, it was informed. 
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Dimapur, Feb. 8 (EMN): The 
ghost of his ‘educational qualifi-
cation’—after a brief stay in the 
closet—has returned to haunt 
Chief Minister TR Zeliang in the 
aftermath of his filing nomi-
nation papers to contest the 
forthcoming Nagaland assembly 
elections.  

After seeking respite through 
a series of courtroom drama in 
the previous couple of years, the 
chief minister was finally made 
to declare his true academic 
qualification when he filed nom-
ination on Feb. 7. 

Now it is finally out in the 
open—the chief minister had 
failed in the 1979 BA examina-
tions. The affidavit submitted 
while filing his nomination pa-
per for the 7th Peren assembly 
constituency (AC) was uploaded 
to the website of the chief elec-
tion officer late in the afternoon. 

The chief minister's oppo-

nent, Kengim Kulimbe—who 
will also contest in the same 
constituency as an independ-
ent candidate—wasted no time 
in issuing a statement pointing 
out Zeliang’s public declaration. 
Kulimbe, it must be noted, was 
one of the complainants to go 
to court against Zeliang in con-
nection with his academic docu-
ments in the past years. 

“It has come to light that Mr. 
TR Zeliang, chief minister of 
Nagaland has filed nomination 
papers for the upcoming as-
sembly elections supported by a 
duly sworn affidavit in which he 
has shown his educational quali-
fication as under-graduate. This 
is a shocking departure from his 
earlier publicly stated claim that 
he is a graduate and has passed 
his BA examination in the year 
1980 from Kohima College, Ko-
hima affiliated to NEHU.

“Mr. TR Zeliang has earlier 

on many occasions has filed affi-
davits before various authorities 
including Election Commission 
of India claiming that he is a 
graduate from Kohima College. 
Now as per his own admission in 
the newest affidavit filed before 
the returning officer, 7-Peren As-
sembly Constituency for the up-
coming assembly elections, he 
confesses that he is not a gradu-
ate. Therefore, it is clear that ear-
lier attempts by Mr. TR Zeliang 
to portray himself as a graduate 
is nothing but false-hood and 
this has brought shame to the 
people of Nagaland,” the state-
ment read. 

According to the statement, 
as the constitutional head of the 
state Zeliang had failed to main-
tain the minimum for honesty 
which public life demands. “Mr. 
Zeliang before taking this u-turn, 
previously on various public 
discourse and government plat-

form has emphatically claimed 
himself as graduate. One such 
instance of his false claim was 
until recently available in the 
Nagaland government website 
where his qualification was 
shown as BA graduate.

“This present u-turn of Mr. 
Zeliang was not because of any 
repentance on his part, but fear 
of rejection of his nomination 
by the returning officer, 7-Peren 
Assembly Constituency, when I 
had raised the same issue of false 
/ forged BA degree before the 
returning officer and the same 
is pending decision. Time has 
come for the people of Nagaland 
to decide whether such individ-
uals who files false affidavits on 
oath and makes false claims of 
his educational qualification can 
be at all trusted with their votes.” 

In another complaint ad-
dressed to the returning of-
ficer of Peren, Kulimbe had also 

called for rejection of Zeliang’s 
nomination on the ground that 
he did not qualify as an indig-
enous inhabitant of the state of 
Nagaland.  He had written that 
the 7th Peren assembly constitu-
ency was reserved for the sched-
uled tribes of Nagaland and that 
the chief minister was not an 
indigenous inhabitant as per the 
government of Nagaland noti-
fication of Apr. 28, 1977 issued 
by the department of Personnel 
and Administrative Reforms 
which entails that in order to 
qualify as an "indigenous inhab-
itant" of the state of Nagaland, 
a person should have settled 
permanently in Nagaland prior 
to Dec. 1, 1963. 

However the returning offic-
er had accepted Zeliang’s nomi-
nation papers on the ground 
that the issue raised was not in 
his purview to decide but by the 
court. 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 8 (EMN): 
With 19 days left before 
Nagaland goes to the as-
sembly polls, the Naga-
land unit of the Janata Dal 
(United) released its mani-
festo on Feb. 8 during a 
press conference held at 
Hotel Cimorb in Kohima. 

JD(U) National General 
Secretary Afaque A Khan, 
National Executive Mem-
ber Aneel Hedge, JD (U) 
Nagaland state unit Presi-
dent Sechuthung Lotha, 
and JD (U) state executive 
member Kitoho S Rotokha 
attended the programme.

It may be mentioned 
that the JD (U), a centre-
left Indian political party, 
is currently led by its na-
tional president Nitish Ku-
mar, who is also the chief 
minister of Bihar.  

Speaking at the func-
tion, Sechuthung Lotha, 
also known as NSN Lotha, 
said that the party was 
contesting the assembly 
elections with the theme 
“development with jus-
tice.” According to the 
manifesto, the JD (U) will 
to focus on the Indo-Naga 
political issue; education, 
rural development, youth 
and employment; influx of 
foreigners; road develop-

Dimapur, Feb. 8 (EMN): After the scrutiny of nomination 
papers across 60 assembly constituencies in Nagaland, 
the state's Chief Election Officer (CEO) has informed 
that out of 257 candidates for the assembly elections, 29 
have been found to be invalid. 

Till late Wed. night the CEO’s office had informed 
that there were 256 nominations. However, it was in-
formed that news of another nomination came in at 
midnight, raising the total to 257. 

“Out of 257 candidates filed nomination papers 
against 60 assembly constituencies, 227 candidates were 
found valid, 29 invalid while one candidate scrutiny 
under 33- Suruhoto is adjourned to Feb. 10,” according 
to press release from the CEO’s office.

Congress candidates miss bus 
Three Congress candidates failed to file papers—Shami 
Angh, former MLA from Longleng; Hovito Kiba from 
Zunheboto; and Choakpba Konyak from Tobu. Congress 
sources said that the candidates were not to be blamed 
as the party's high command had announced the list of 
final candidates only on the eve of the final day of the 
nomination. Meanwhile, irked at not having been given 
party ticket, the president of the National Students' Un-
ion of India (NSUI), Nagaland unit, S Alfred has report-
edly resigned from his post and filed his nomination 
papers as an independent candidate from Ghaspani-II 
assembly constituency.     

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Feb. 8 (EMN): The 
Ao Students' Conference (AKM) 
has expressed dissatisfaction at 
the ongoing road ‘improvement 
of riding quality to NH 702D,’ 
or, popularly the Mokokchung-
Mariani road. 

Leaders of the AKM along 
with executive members un-
dertook an on-spot inspection 
of the ongoing ‘improvement of 
riding quality’ works at NH 702D 
on Feb. 6 and expressed dissatis-
faction over the quality of work 
being undertaken at the stretch 
between 50km and 60 km, which 
starts from Tzurang bridge.

“The work progress is slow 
and poor workmanship was 

observed from 50 km to 63 km 
stretch,” an AKM official said 
during a press briefing at the 
president’s chamber.

In this connection, the AKM 
has appealed that the contractor 
in concern expedite the work 
and to carry out repairs again 
on roads that were not up to the 
prescribed standard.

The AKM warned that as the 
main connectivity for Mokok-
chung and other neighbouring 
districts with Assam, the stu-
dents’ body would be closely 
monitoring the project. If the 
work is not up to the specifica-
tion as had been stipulated in the 
work order, the AKM will initiate 
an own course of action in the 

interest of the public, AKM of-
ficials warned.

Officials from the Mokokc-
hung division PWD (NH) has in-
formed that blacktopping from 
Sewak gate to Indian Oil (fuel 
pump) has been completed. It 
is approximately 3 km and cur-
rently they have covered around 
6 km starting from Tsumashiong 
during the AKM inspecting it on 
Feb. 06.

They added that soling 
works were still in progress from 
Changki village. Officials said 
improvement work on the entire 
stretch of the road is being ex-
pected to be completed by April. 
To allow renovation work to take 
place smoothly, the AKM has 

urged commuters to cooperate 
and bear with the inconvenience 
caused by the long haul because 
of the construction.

It is to be mentioned that 
“NH 702D improvement of rid-
ing quality project” was start-
ed during the previous year 
and covered approximately 55 
km. According to the contract: 
M/S North East Enterprise has 
been allotted 0-10 km and 10-
25 km with a contract price of 
INR 3,72,87,667.64 and  INR 
3,84,98,376.56 respectively; M/S 
Vertex Construction  from 30-50 
km with a contract price of INR 
6,47,49,699.41; and M/S Z Rulho 
from 50 to 60 km with a contract 
price of INR 4,54,68,938.06.

Chie f  min i s t e r  admi t s  he  f a i l ed  to  c l ea r  1979  BA examina t ions  in  l a t e s t  a ff idav i t    

Says its leaders ‘misused platform’; never endorsed Sema’s political venture    

Rhythm of Love: In conversation 
with Atto Achumi  |  P10

Zeliang’s academic ‘lies’ return to haunt him 

AKM not pleased with repair work 
on Mokokchung-Mariani road

JD (U) releases election manifesto Acaut seeks to repair damaged image 

NDPP says man arrested 
with cash is CM’s uncle 

Bomb hurled at Patton’s residence 

Violence continues at Chuchuyimlang

No pre-poll alliance

227 nominations 
declared valid 
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jail term over graft charges   |  P9

 

Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 24° 10°

Agartala 30° 15°

Gangtok 20° 07°

Guwahati 26° 13°

Imphal 24° 07°

Itanagar 20° 10°

Shillong 19° 04°

Delhi 23° 11°

Kolkata 31° 18°

Chennai 31° 23°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 19° 07°
DIMAPUR 26° 14°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 75%
DIMAPUR Nil 84%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

The sole meaning 
of life is to serve 

humanity. 

~ Leo Tolstoy

Mirror Takes

Hi, I'm an agent for UFC and 
WWE...we need violent men 

like you in our business... We 
pay well too. 

~ Arien

Kohli and wrist-spin trample 
South Africa, again  |  P12

The party has made it clear 
that it will not enter into 
any pre-poll alliance with 

any party for the forthcoming 
assembly elections. 

Lotha said that the organisa-
tion would assess the situation 
for post-poll alliance only after 
the election. Clarifying why it 
went out of the DAN alliance, 
Lotha said that ‘the party can-
not dance to the tune of leaders 
who keeps on shifting their al-
legiance one after the other just 
for their personal benefits.’

“The last five years of DAN 
(Democratic Alliance of Naga-
land) government had been full 
of crisis. We cannot be a part-
ner to such leaders and party 
who only runs after personal 
benefits without fulfilling their 
task of being elected leaders,” 
he said.

Lotha assured that it will 
not be repeated by the party’s 
elected representatives in the 
future. In the 12th NLA, the JD 
(U) had one representative—
BS Nganlang, from 48th Aboi 
assembly constituency— who 
later shifted allegiance to the 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) and 
now would be contesting on the 
NPF ticket this election. 
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The nodal officer for MCMC Tialemba training cell members about the norms of the MCMC in the DC’s conference hall in Tuensang on Feb. 8.

Two suspected NSCN (K) activists, pictured, are said to be in the 
custody of the security forces in Arunachal Pradesh. 

 The suspected NSCN (KN) cadre, pictured, is 
said to be in the custody of the Assam Rifles.

Joint Secretary for Energy in Gujarat Mahesh I Patel, the general observer for 13th Pughoboto  assembly 
constituency, inspecting a polling station at Mishilimi on Feb. 8.

Training for political parties held in Tuensang 

Home comm. orders councils to keep poll code

Two BJP ‘mandals’ dissolved NSCN (K) workers 
held in Arunachal

Tuensang’s DC fixes 
election expenditure rate

AR nabs NSCN (KN) cadre

IGNOU extends  
date for admission

Pughoboto officials brief 
observer on area’s poll activities

Excise’s MVCP 
seizes liquor

NSCN (IM) warns of retaliation 
against ‘aggressors’

Weather forecast in other Districts 

Max Min DP rh rf

WoKha 14.8 10.2 6.6 59 NIL

ZBt 12.3 6.5 10.3 93 NIL

Mon 22 13.4 11.4 89 NIL

tuensanG 16.2 10 5.5 63 NIL

MKG 14.4 6.4 5 59 NIL

PheK - - - - -

KiPhire 15 7 9.8 84 NIL

sechÜ ZuBZa 20 10.5 7.9 88 NIL

LonGLenG - - - - -

tseMinYu 20 9 7.7 73 NIL

JaLuKie 31 16 15.1 100 NIL

ManGKoLeMBa 22.2 13.4 14.5 92 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Feb. 8 (EMN): 
Peeved by what it stated  
were the activities of the 
Assam Rifles in the form 
of raiding residences of  
functionaries, the NSCN 
(IM) has warned of re-
taliation in the event of  
‘repeated aggression.’

The NSCN (IM) is-
sued the warning in the 
backdrop of a raid carried 
out by the Assam Rifles 
on   the residence of one 
“colonel” Temjen Ao of 
the ‘Naga army’ at Chu-
mukedima on Feb. 7. 

A press release issued 
by the NSCN’s (IM) ‘MIP’ 
on Thur. alleged that the 
AR team ransacked the 
residence.

Also, the NSCN (IM) 
has  condemned another 
raid stated to have been 
carried out by the 42th 
Assam Rifles on the resi-
dence of Teputhe Angami,   
stated to be a member of  
the group’s steering com-

mittee at Tenyiphe-II vil-
lage in Chumukedima  
on Jan. 19. It claimed that 
the recent incident was  
the fourth of raids car-
ried out by the security 
force  on his residence in 
two years. It stated that 
the Assam Rifles not only 
mentally harassed the 
family members but har-
assed the neighbouring 
villagers as well. 

The NSCN (IM) has 
stated that the unwar-
ranted raids by the Assam 
Rifles violated clause (a) 
of the Cease-Fire Ground 
Rules signed between the  
Government of India and 
the NSCN. By conducting 
raids in the name of law 
and order situations, the 
group stated that the As-
sam Rifles had exposed  
its attitude towards the 
NSCN. This has aggra-
vated the law and order 
problems, it stated.  

The organisation, 

while noting the acts of 
the Assam Rifles, ques-
tioned the ‘sincerity’ of 
the  government of India   
which it stated had been 
holding peace talks with 
the NSCN to settle the 
more-than-60-years old 
Indo-Naga conflict. 

In order to maintain 
the sanctity of the Cease-
Fire Ground Rules and 
to create atmosphere  
conductive for peaceful 
political dialogue, the 
NSCN has urged the As-
sam Rifles and the gov-
ernment  of India to pe-
nalize the  Indian army 
personnel  for putting 
the peace talks ‘at risk.’ 
In the event of repeated  
aggression by the As-
sam Rifles, the NSCN 
warned that  the group’s 
‘Naga army’ would be 
compelled to retaliate for 
which the entire respon-
sibility would fall on the 
government of India.

Dimapur, Feb. 8 (EMN): 
E lect ion monitor ing 
cells including election 
expenditure monitoring 

cell, media certification 
and monitoring commit-
tee and model code of 
conduct experts, and mas-

ter trainers on EVM and 
VVPAT conducted training 
for political parties and its 
agents in the DC’s confer-

ence hall, Tuensang, on 
February 8.

Senior treasury officer, 
nodal office for the cell, 

Dimapur, Feb. 8 (EMN): 
Protesting the decision 
of its central office for  
denying the party’s tick-
et to some  candidates 
for the forthcoming Na-
galand assembly elec-
tions, the office bearers 
and party workers of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP)  at 34rd Aghunato 
assembly constituency 
and the 44th Pomching 
assembly constituency 
have tendered their res-
ignation and dissolved 
their respective units. 

The BJP office bear-
ers and party workers 
of 34 Aghunato AC has 
dissolved the office and 
resigned en masse in 
response to the BJP’s 
central decision over 

denying of its party tick-
et to their supporting 
candidate Hukiye N Tis-
sica under the pretext of 
seat sharing agreement 
signed between the BJP 
and NDPP. 

A joint press release 
issued by Kakiye Yep-
thomi and the general 
secretary Hevukhu stat-
ed that the party work-
ers, most of whom have 
made untold sacrifices 
for the party since the 
past 4-5 years, have lost 
faith against the state’s 
party leadership and 
was aggrieved of  the 
insult meted out to the 
grassroot party workers 
for its  unjust and ir-
rational decision of the 
pre-poll alliance made 

with the NDPP with-
out taking their voice 
and consent both at the 
mandal level and the 
district level. 

The BJP Aghunato 
party workers felt that 
the wrongful decision 
was made only to satisfy 
the selfish interests of 
some vested leaders and 
not for the interest of the 
party. 

In the light of the 
above stated circum-
stances, the members 
have resolved to disasso-
ciate from the party and 
extends its unflinching 
support Hukiye N Tis-
sica who had opted to 
join the NPF party under 
the leadership of TR Ze-
liang and Dr. Shurhoze-

lie Liezietsu in general.
In a similar circum-

stance, the BJP unit un-
der 44 Pomching as-
sembly constituency 
has been dissolved in 
protest against denial of 
party ticket to its candi-
date Chingshak Konyak. 
The mandal has been 
dissolved to extend sup-
port Chingshak Konyak, 
who has opted to con-
test on NPP ticket. 

The supporters were 
unhappy as Chingshak 
Konyak was denied the 
party ticket even though 
he had worked sincerely 
as district BJYM vice 
p re s i d e n t .  T h i s  w a s 
stated in a press release 
issued by Chingshak 
Konyak.

Dimapur, Feb. 8 (EMN): Deputy commis-
sioner & district election officer, Tuensang, 
L Jamithung had a meeting with the district 
administrators, Tuensang Town Council 
(TTC), political parties and election staff in 
his office chamber for fixation of rates for 
election expenditure. 
The rates of various items fixed are as 

under:
1. Micro -phone/sound system – INR 5000/

day for small gathering and INR 8000/
day for huge gathering.

2. Chair & tables - INR 5 and INR 50/day.
3. Banner –INR 1000 for hand written ban-

ners.
4. Tents – INR 1000 (small) and INR 1700 

(big)/ day.
5. Podium- INR 3000.
6. Printing of posters/ pamphlets - as per 

cash memo.
7. Tea & food- INR 10 and INR 150/cup and 

plates.
8. Local ground – INR 1000/day. 
9. Town hall – INR 2000/ day. 
10. Caps and T-shirts - As per cash memo. 
11. TV/ newspaper/ advertisement - As per 

cash memo.

D i m a p u r,  F e b .  8 
(EMN):  In order to 
check liquor inflow 
during the ensuing 
state assembly elec-
tion, Dimapur district 
Excise, in the course of 
the MVCP duty patrol, 
seized 348 bottles of 
assorted IMFL during 
the period from Febru-
ary 6 to 8 from various 
pockets in and around 
Dimapur town and 
accordingly 8 persons 
were booked under 
the relevant section of 
NLTP Act 1989. 

A press release is-
sued by the superin-
tendent of excise and 
prohibition, T Arilong 
Longkumer stated 
that the excise author-
ity would carry out the 
MVCP patrol round the 
clock in order to stop 
inflow of illegal liquor 
and to ensure a free, 
fair and clean election-
eering process.

Dimapur, Feb. 8 (EMN): 
The Indira Gandhi Na-
tional Open University 
(IGNOU) has extended 
the last date for admis-
sions to Master, Bachelor, 
Diploma and Certificate 
programmes for January 
2018 session till Febru-
ary 15 without late fee. 
The admission process 
is completely online with 
payment also to be made 
online. 

Students can avail 
the services of Common 
Service Centres (CSC) 
available in all districts 
where a nominal fee only 
would be charged for the 
service rendered. Desir-
ous candidates can also 
apply offline in case of 
any difficulty applying 
online mode by submit-
ting the downloaded 
admission form (avail-
able on IGNOU’s web-
site www.ignou.ac.in at 
page no 179 of the com-
mon prospectus under 

downloads) along with 
the relevant documents 
to the Regional Centre, 
Kohima. 

IGNOU has also ex-
tended the fee reimburse-
ment/ exemption scheme 
under SCSP/TSP scheme 
for SC/ST students admit-
ted in bachelors degree 
programmes (BA, B.Com, 
B.Sc, BSW, BTS, BLIS) in 
January 2018 session.  De-
sirous candidates, who 
find difficulty in applying 
online mode can also ap-
ply offline by submitting 
the admission form along 
with SC/ST certificate 
(self attested) and the 
registration form for fee 
exemption of SC/ST stu-
dents (available at page 
no 187 of the common 
prospectus) to Regional 
Centre, Kohima. For any 
query, all concerned are 
asked to contact the Re-
gional Centre during of-
fice hours on phone no. 
8787543572.

Dimapur, Feb. 8 (EMN): 
Security forces have ar-
rested two suspected 
overground workers of 
the NSCN (K) from Kher-
anf Bisa village in Aru-
nachal Pradesh on Feb-
ruary 7. The two cadres 
were arrested by the com-
bined team of Changlang 
battalion of the Assam 
Rifles and the army dur-
ing an operation basing 
on specific intelligence 
inputs.

The two cadres were 
identified as Dumai Sing-
pho and Chojagam Sing-
pho. A security forces 
press release stated that 

the over ground work-
ers of NSCN (K) were 
arrested while trying to 
terrorise and attempting 
extortion in Kherang Bisa 
village. 

The security forces 
recovered brown sugar 
worth INR 1 lakhs, cash 
amounting INR 56,860 
and other incriminat-
ing evidence. The re-
lease stated that the over 
ground workers had been 
actively supporting the 
outfit, providing admin-
istrative support, covertly 
carrying out extortion, 
and also peddling drugs 
for the group.

Dimapur, Feb. 8 (EMN): 
Jalukie battalion of the 
Assam Rifles has arrested 
one suspected NSCN (KN) 
cadre from Ahthibung 
town in Peren district on 
February 8. The cadre was 
arrested during an op-
eration basing on specific 
information.

According to Assam 
Rifles statement, the cad-
re has been identified 
as Jamhun (35), son of 
Kaikhopao and resident 
of Athibung. The cadre 
confessed to be an ac-
tive NSCN (KN) cadre as-
signed with the tasked to 
collect extortion money 
from vehicles carrying 
timber. 

On e  re g i s t e r  w i t h 
records of extortion was 
recovered from his pos-
session. The cadre along 
with the recovery items 
have bee handed over to 
Athibung Police Station, 
the release added.

Dimapur, Feb. 8 (EMN): In view 
of the forthcoming Nagaland  
assembly elections scheduled 
on Feb. 27, Home Commis-
sioner Abhishek Singh has  in-
structed village councils to en-
sure proper discharge of their 
duties and responsibilities as 

per the provisions of Area and 
Village Council Act, 1978. 

According to the provisions  
of section 15 (1) of the Village 
Council Act, the commisisoner 
stated in an order, village coun-
cils have been entrusted with 
powers to deal with internal ad-

ministration and maintenance 
of law and order in the village.

All village councils are di-
rected to render all possible 
assistance to the personnel de-
ployed for conduct of elections 
and the district administration 
for maintenance of law and 

order. 
Village councils are further 

directed to ensure adherence 
to the guidelines of Election 
Commission of India and the 
model code of conduct in letter 
and spirit during the conduct 
of elections.

Peren to walk for democracy 
As part of the clean election campaign initiative, a walk for 
democracy under the banner ‘Walkathon’ will be organised 
at Peren town on February 9 at 10 a.m. The walk would begin 
from the bazaar and culminate at public ground. Deputy 
commissioner & district election officer, Peren, Smita Sarangi 
has invited all interested individual to participate at the 
programme.

Tibetan refugees asked to register 
Tibetan refugees residing in Dimapur district are required to 
register online on or before March 31 without fail. Additional 
deputy commissioner of police and PRO has directed those 
Tibetan refugees, who are yet to register online, to submit 
their documents for online registration to the office of the 
Commissioner of Police, Dimapur, Nagaland. 

anGDa assures assistance to members
All Nagaland Government Drivers’ Association (ANGDA) central 
committee has assured all possible help and assistance to 
monitor all the government drivers detailed for election duty 
during the conduct of the state assembly election 2018. The 
association president, Neiviseituo and the general secretary 
Neiketou further requested all the drivers appointed for the 
election duty to discharge/perform their duties sincerely and 
punctually. 

Tuensang HoDs asked to report for ballot
Deputy commissioner & district election officer, Tuensang, L 
Jamithung Lotha has directed all heads of department to inform 
their staff enrolled in other districts and who had applied for 
Form 12 to submit the same to the postal ballot cell, deputy 
commissioner’s office, Tuensang, on or before February 10.

Transport dept. revises rate for scrap 
In a partial modification to its earlier notification, the Transport 
department has revised the rate of scrap of condemned 
vehicles, machineries and unserviceable materials. As per the 
notification, the scrap rate of condemned vehicles, machineries 
and unserviceable materials has been fixed at INR 15.00 per 
kilogram with immediate effect. The notification has been 
issued with the concurrence of the finance department vide 
RFC No.256 Dated 15th November, 2017.

Observer convenes meeting in Bhandari
General observer for the 39th and 40th assembly constituencies, 
Rajeev Sharma, held a meeting with the RO and Sector 
Magistrates of 40 Bhandari AC on February 8 in the office 
chamber of the ADC & RO, Bhandari. The observer had 
apprised on the bounden roles and duties of the officials 
besides taking a firsthand assessment of preparedness for the 
upcoming assembly elections. For any query related to election, 
candidates and agents in the constituency and all concerned 
are asked to contact mobile nos. 8418450911 and 8787386732. 
He was accompanied by liaison officer, Thomas Ezung.

Agri. dept conducts training 
Agricultural department, Mangkolemba division, has conducted 
training cum demonstration programme on INM under 
RKVY Scheme on February 8 in Longtho village. During the 
training programme, A Temsu Aier, SDAO, Mangkolemba, has 
emphasised on the importance and method of application 
of bio-fertilizer and its precaution. On-field training and 
demonstration was carried out by Chaso Ao, AI.

nDPP welcomes 
Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP) has welcomed 
the decision of the members of the Naga People’s Front’s  
Dimapur division (women wing), who have resigned and 
declared their support to NDPP under the leadership of Lok 
Sabha MP Neiphiu Rio and its president Chingwang Konyak. 

News iN Brief

Dimapur, Feb. 8 (EMN): 
Joint secretary (Energy), 
Gujarat, Mahesh I Patel, 
the election general ob-
server of the 13 Pugh-
oboto AC for the state as-
sembly election, reported 

for duty on February 7. All 
candidates, political par-
ties and election officials 
are asked to contact the 
mobile no. 8787431015 for 
necessary information. 
ADC & DEO Pughoboto, 

Avelu Ruho; RO Tiayanger 
Jamir; and ARO Nuhuta 
had briefed the observ-
ers on election activities 
and the number of voters 
under the 13 Pughoboto 
A/C on February 8.

Imti Chang, conducted 
the training on election 
expenditure monitoring, 
while the DPRO and nodal 
officer for MCMC, Tiale-
mba, trained the partici-
pants on MCMC norms. 

Graduate teacher of 
GHSS, Thangjam, HP 
Gupta impressed upon the 
participants on the model 
code of conduct and the 
master trainers on the ad-
ministration, procedure 
and hand training of EVM 
and VVPAT machines.

Deputy Commission-
er, Tuensang, L Jamith-
ung Lotha had briefed 
the gathering about the 
training.
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SRIMANTA SANKARDEVA KALAKSHETRA
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BRAHMAPUTRA
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Born on 14/11/1943
Died on 04/02/2018

With profound gratefulness, we the family members of late Smti. Hoshili Swu W/o late Shikhu 
Swu express our heartfelt  thanks to each and every individual who stood by us physically, prayerfully, 
�nancially and materially during the illness and eventual demise of our dearly Departed mother. 

We apologise for being unable to mention each and everyone individually, but it is our earnest 
prayer that God will bless you all. 

Loving Daughters, Sons, In-laws & Grand Children.

1) Sumi Aphuyemi Baptist Church Kohima (SABCK)
2) Sumi Baptist Church Kohima (SBCK)
3) Immanuel Baptist Church , Chandmari Kohima
4) MRH Panchayat, Youths & Fellowships
5) Mission Centre (SABAK)
6) Sumi Kiphimi Kuposhukulu Paramedical colony
7) Daklane Panchayat
8) Mukalimi Baptist Church 
9) Women Society Mukalimi
10) Sumi Totimi Hoho Kohima
11) Sumi Community MRH
12) Lotha Women Fellowship Paramedical colony
13) Mukalimi Fellowship Kohima

“She showered her seeds with prayers and tears, God raised her plants beside the living waters. The 
orchard of her love grows stronger everyday. Surely our Heavenly Father tells her “Well Done”.

14) Rengma Fellowship Daklane Kohima
15) NVFAA Dimapur
16) Directorate of Agriculture, Drivers Kohima
17) Dr. Illang & Dr. Asangla Dy. Directors A.H & 

Vety Services
18) Dr. Sukhato Wotsa
19) Dr. Nicky Kire
20) Dr. Ato Rhutso
21) Mr. Muthing Sangtam Rtd. Director
22) Vikyeto Noel Zhimo & Family
23) Khukiye Kiho GB Mukalimi
24) SABCK Fellowship, Naga Bazar
25) SABCK & SBCK Youth Department
26)  Friends, neighbours, relatives & well wishers.

D-5038

Dimapur, Feb. 8 (EMN): A 
church organisation has a 
word for candidates seek-
ing election to the Naga-
land Legislative Assembly, 
and for voters who will be 
voting for them: Remem-
ber your God, and the faith 
that brought you the light 
of Christ and his salva-
tion—and a place for you 
in the world out from the 
ignorance and bloodshed 
of primitive realities.    

The Ao Baptist Arogo 
Mungdang (ABAM) and 
the Ao Baptist Pastors’ Fel-
lowship (ABPF) issued on 
Thur. a joint statement 
appealing to the people 
of Nagaland to cast their 
vote founded on the truth 
of God.  

“The Good News of Je-
sus Christ brought a new 
light and identity to the 
Naga people who were liv-
ing an unhealthy lifestyle, 
caught in tribal warfare, 
and ignorant about the 
outside world,” the organi-

sation stated. 
“The impact of Christi-

anity among the Naga peo-
ple, particularly among the 
Ao tribe, has enabled us to 
make our presence known 
in the global community 
and to reach out to all cor-
ners of the world. Nobody 
can deny this witness of 
truth and mighty acts of 
God among the Nagas.”

As Nagaland goes to 
its 13th general elections, 
‘every believer must pray 
and commit to be guided 
by the light and truth of 
God.’

The ABAM and the 
ABPF have set a challenge 
before candidates and vot-
ers:

To the candidates, the 
church organisations re-
minded that the “stature 
that you have attained to-
day is all due to the light 
that Christianity brought to 
our land. We impress upon 
you to remain grounded 
in the foundation of God’s 

truth.”
The statement also had 

a word for ‘believers.’ “We 
call upon all believers to 
be guided by God’s truth 
and exercise your birth 
right and sacred vote by 
electing leaders who fear 
and respect God, love the 
people, and have a vision 
for the society.”

Similarly, the church 
organisations placed a 
word of caution before 
what they called elements 
that are working against 
the Christian faith.

‘A word of caution to 
individuals / groups that 
are working against Chris-
tian faith, other religious 
minorities, and secular 
values:  Many forces in the 
state today are working 
to destroy the light and 
truth of Christian faith by 
spreading fear, persecut-
ing Christians, vandalizing 
worship places and prop-
erties, even to the extent of 
killing Christian missionar-

ies and clergy.
‘We should emphati-

cally denounce these forces 
and avoid cooperating with 
them in any way.’ 

The organisations add-
ed that all the Ao churches 
should continue to pray 
ceaselessly and ask God 
to ‘stop the plans of forces 
that are working to under-
mine Christian faith in our 
land.’ 
SKK lists activities pledg-
ing to ‘clean’ elections  

The All Sumi Students’ 
Union (SKK) has lined up 
a number of activities that 
would form a part of its 
commitment to the move-
ment for ‘clean’ elections. 
The SKK issued a press 
release on Thur. informing 
about its almanac for the 
assembly elections. 

The organisation re-
ferred to resolutions that 
were stated to have been 
undertaken during a meet-
ing of the “Achipiu Mlahnni 
Amikuccho Kikishe - Aküt-

sü Mqo” (Sumi for ‘mission 
doing right - clean election 
- apex core implementa-
tion committee) on Jan. 
22 at the SKK Ki in Zun-
heboto.

The group’s units are 
asked to ensure a number 
of actions: A white flag 
signifying ‘clean election’ 
be hoisted at every house 
who have pledged to be 
part of the Clean Election 
campaign; all the villages, 
towns and constituency-
level CICs in Zunheboto 
district are directed to 
prepare own action plans 
in accordance with ‘local 
requirements’ basing on 
the Sumi Misshi xakütha 
and CIC Pimhezah that 
was passed during a gen-
eral rally on April 12 2017 
at Zunheboto.

“For effective imple-
mentation of the action 
plan, respective CICs shall 
mobilise volunteers drawn 
from Sümi Totimi Hoho, 
local students’ unions and 

Dimapur, Feb. 8 (EMN): 
All the nominations filed 
by candidates for ten as-
sembly constituencies 
in Mokokchung district 
have been scrutinized 
Feb. 8 and have been 
found to be valid, updates 
from the IPR informed on 
Thur. 

Reports received from 
returning officers said that 
all the nomination papers 
filed on the last day of the 
filing of nomination on 
Feb. 7 were found valid, 
the updates stated. 

Scrutiny of the nomi-
nation papers was un-
dertaken by returning 

officers in four places 
namely Mokokchung 
town, Mangkolemba, Tuli, 
and Changtongya.

Altogether 48 includ-
ing stand-by candidates 
have filed their nomina-
tion papers from ten as-
sembly constituencies, 
the IPR stated. The con-
stituency with the highest 
number of candidates 
was from 21st  Tuli and 
24th  Angetyongpang 
assembly constituen-
cies with eight each, the 
updates said. The last 
date for withdrawal of 
candidature is Feb. 12, it 
added.

Dimapur, Feb. 8 (EMN): The elec-
toral establishment of Kohima 
district has asked government 
employees in Kohima district, 
who have applied for exemption 
from election duty, to report for 
examination. Updates from the 
IPR on Thur. stated that the district 
election officer of Kohima, Rajesh 
Soundararajan, has directed all 
government employees in con-
cern who have been enlisted for 
election duty for the forthcoming 
Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
elections and have applied for 
exemption from election duty on 
medical grounds to appear before 
the medical board at Naga Hospi-
tal Authority of Kohima on Feb. 9. 
They are to be present before said 
board between 10:00 am to 2:00 
pm. No further application will be 
accepted or entertained after Feb. 
9, the updates added. 

Dimapur, Feb. 8 (EMN): 
The Election Commis-
sion of India has ap-
pointed three general 
observers for Mokokc-
hung to monitor the en-
tire election process in 
the district. The three 
general observers are Ri-
chard Vincent D’ Souza, 
Mo h a m m a d  Ja v e d 
Khan, and JM Pathania, 
updates from the IPR on 
Thur. stated.  

The district election 
officer of Mokokchung 
Sachin Jaiswal informed 
the public about the 
Election Commission 
of India appointing the 
general observers for 
Mokokchung district. 

According to the up-
dates, Richard Vincent 

D’Souza will monitor 
election process of the 
23rd, 25th, 26th and 27th 
assembly constituen-
cies; Moammad Javed 
Khan the 21st, 22nd 
and 24th assembly seg-
ments; JM Pathania will 
supervise and monitor 
the 28th, 29th and 30th 
assembly constituen-
cies.

For any query relat-
ed to the election, the 
public are informed to 
meet them on any day 
between 11:00 am and 
1:00 pm at the Commis-
sioner’s Rest House in 
Mokokchung.
Kohima district 

The district elec-
tion officer of Kohima 
district Rajesh Sounda-

rarajan has informed 
that two general observ-
ers have arrived in the 
state for the district of 
Kohima in connection 
with the forthcoming 
general election to the 
13th Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly. Updates 
on Thur. stated that the 
general observers were 
Madhukar Agneya for 
8th Western Angami as-
sembly constituency; 
14th Southern Angami-I 
assembly constituency 
and 15th Southern An-
gami II assembly con-
stituency. The contact 
numbers are 8787376732 
and 9402053792.

The other general 
observer is Amit Kataria 
for 9th Kohima Town 

assembly constituency; 
10th Northern Angami-I 
assembly constituency; 
11th Northern Angami-
II assembly constitu-
ency and 12th Tseminyu 
assembly constituency. 
The contact numbers 
are 7005928984 and 
9402053787, the updates 
stated.

Political parties, can-
didates, and the public 
in general are informed 
that the general observ-
ers can be contacted 
at the stated numbers 
for any election-related 
matters. They can be 
met between 11:00 am 
and 12:00 pm on any 
working day at the Cir-
cuit House, New Cathe-
dral, in Kohima.
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ABAM, SKK put in one for ‘clean,’ honourable voting

Exemption applicants in 
Kohima asked to report

General observers appointed 
for Mkg.; two for Kohima arrive

48 nominations for 
Mokokchung found validChurch to candidate and voter: Do not forget God

State

church youth. 
“To enable all candi-

dates to share their mani-
festo and objectives with 
the public, a common plat-
form shall be organised on 
February 15, 2018 by the 
respective unit CICs, at the 
respective constituency 
headquarters. (A copy of 
the candidates’ manifesto 
and objectives shall be sub-
mitted to the apex CIC),” 
the press release stated. 

‘Sümi churches associ-
ations shall organise prayer 
chains till the polling day,’ 
it added.  
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Sonamura/Kailashahar (Tripu-
ra), Feb. 8 (IANS): The BJP gov-
ernment was the first, after In-
dependence, to take forceful 
multi-pronged steps to develop 
northeast India, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi said on Thursday.

“To know the region better, the 
number of ministers and top of-
ficials visited the northeast region 
during the past three and a half 
years are much much higher than 
the number of ministers and top 
officials who visited during the 
Congress regime. 

The secretariat of the DoNER 
(Development of North Eastern 
Region) for the first time is func-
tioning in each of the eight states,” 
he said in his address at rallies at 
Sonamura, around 50 km south-
west of Agartala and Kailashahar, 
155 km from the state capital.

Noting that in 2022 India will 
complete 75 years of Independ-
ence while Tripura would observe 
the golden jubilee of full-fledged 
statehood, he said: “Hence the 
people of the state should care-
fully decide on whom to vote 
for in the assembly elections on 
February 18.” 

“The modern and developed 
Tripura dreamed by the last 
Tripura king Bir Bikram Kishore 
Manikya has been destroyed by 
the Left parties and it is high time 
the people went for executing the 
‘Chalo Paltai’ (Go for Change) pro-
gramme at the grassroot level,” he 
said, urging them to support his 
Bharatiya Janata Party. 

Modi also said that once the 
BJP comes to power, implementa-
tion of the recommendations of 
the 7th Pay Commission for em-
ployees would immediately start.

He also laid stress on quality of 
education for students of Tripura 
and need for increased employ-
ment opportunities.

“CPI-M keeps demanding an-
swers from the Modi government 
in Delhi but here they should an-
swer their own people as to what 
they have done over the past 25 
years.

“The BJP government would 
work on the three cardinal princi-
ples of ‘Trade, Tourism and Train-
ing’ to youth which would unlock 
the gate of self-employment,” he 
said.

He also criticised the Left gov-

ernment for “patronising the chit 
fund organisations and looting 
people’s money”

Saying his government was 
working to develop northeast 
India, Modi claimed that Tripura 
remained backward due to 25 
years of Left “misrule”.

“Voting for BJP’s lotus sym-
bol will be a punishment for the 
Left Front government in the 
February 18 Assembly elections 
as during its 25 years of misrule 
people did not get anything, pov-
erty went up and backwardness 
widened.”

He said the previous NDA gov-
ernment led by Atal Vajpayee had 
set up the Development of North 
Eastern Region Ministry, and now 
his government also gave top pri-
ority to develop infrastructure of 
the region and to improve the lives 
of the people. He mentioned the 
Rs 1,300 crore National Bamboo 
Mission had been launched to 
utilise the huge bamboo resources 
in the region.

Criticizing Chief Minister 
Manik Sarkar, whose Dhanpur 
constituency falls in Sonamura, 
Modi said: “Under his (Sarkar’s) 

white kurta, there is a dark side. 
His government cheated peo-
ple by giving poor wages when 
the people of other parts of the 
country got higher wages and the 
government employees got higher 
salaries.

“In the past 25 years, the Left 
parties hypnotized the people. 
People could not understand how 
backward they are. Now the time 
has come to change the future of 
the state and the fortune of the 
people.”

“Out of every Rs 100 spent in 
Tripura, the central government 
is giving Rs 80. The Manik Sarkar 
government is unable to spend 
Central money properly. The Left 
government is also looting the 
money of the poor,” he said, ask-
ing if the Left is allowed to keep 
ruling, “there will be no develop-
ment in the state”.

“People are committing sui-
cide in Tripura. Youths are not 
getting jobs... The time has come 
to throw away the Left parties.

BJP’s national General Sec-
retary Ram Madhav and state 
president Biplab Kumar Deb also 
addressed the rallies.

New Delhi, Feb. 8 (PTI): A 
CPI(M) delegation today 
met Chief Election Com-
missioner Om Prakash Ra-
wat, and accused the BJP of 
indulging in major corrupt 
practices in the run-up to 
the Tripura Assembly elec-
tions.

Nilotpal Basu, the 
CPI(M)’s member of the 
central secretariat, raised 
the party’s concerns over 
an advertisement pub-
lished on the social media 
campaign page of the BJP.

“The issue pertains 
to the announcement 
made in the social media 
campaign page of the BJP 
where an advertisement 
has been published for 
non-resident voters from 
outside the state with a 
promise for a free train 
travel to Tripura by show-
ing their voter ID cards, 
posing this as a ‘gift’ from 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

This is a clear violation 
of Section 123 (5) and is 
punishable under Section 
133 of the Representation 
of the People Act, 1951”, the 
CPI(M) said in a statement.

The party also alleged 
that during mock polling 
with EVMs in part 47 of 
41-Ampinagar Assembly 
constituency, the machine 

was recording votes for the 
lotus symbol, regardless of 
the buttons pressed, it said.

The CPI(M) urged the 
CEC to ensure that there 
were no such malfunctions 
during the polls and at 
least for 20 per cent of the 
booths, both EVM records 
and the VVPAT records be 
tallied during counting and 
duly notified, it added.

Urging the Election 
Commission to address its 
concern over the alleged 
entry of a large number of 
outsiders into the state, the 
Left party requested the 
body to take measures to 
stop non-voters from dis-
rupting peace during the 
elections, the statement 
said.

Basu also provided 
the commission with ma-
terials, including a BJP 
campaign booklet on the 
Seventh Pay Commission, 
where the photograph of 
the governor had been 
used, and clippings of a 
film called “Lal Sarkar” 
which is been screened as 
part of campaigning by the 
BJP, it said. 

The CPI(M) urged the 
commission to seize the 
campaign materials and 
stop the screening of such 
clippings, the statement 
added.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 8 (EMN): Manipur based in-
surgent group United National Liberation 
Front (UNLF) has claimed responsibility 
for the series of bomb explosions that took 
inside the Transit camp of Assam Rifles on 
Feb. 6, Polo Ground on Feb. 5 and M Sector 
area on Jan. 15.

The group claimed the responsibility 
for another bomb attack that took place 
at Konthoujam Lamkhai in Imphal West 
district on Dec. 4 2017.

The bomb explosions were carried by 
a special team of Manipur People’s Army, 
an armed wing of the outfit, said Director 
M Sak-hen of Department of publicity of 
the UNLF in a press release to media in 
Imphal on Wed.

On the other hand the PRO of Assam 
Rifles(South) in a release said that the 
cowardly acts of the proscribed group to 
target the troops of Assam Rifles especially 
on Feb. 5 during the ongoing 15th Sentinel 
Cup Equestrian Championship 2018 and 
9th Junior State Equestrian Champion-
ship, being organised by Manipur Eques-

trian Society and Manipur Horse Riding 
and Polo Association assisted by Assam 
Rifles to encourage and showcase the rich 
Meitei culture, history and heritage has 
drawn criticism from all.

Stating that the tournament was be-
ing organised in the heart of Imphal 
town at Imphal Polo Ground (Mapal 
Kangjeibung), a place considered sacred 
by many, PRO said that besides being of 
cultural value, the revival and encourage-
ment to the sport was also having benefi-
cial effects for the economy to the state.

The Assam Rifles however will not 
play into the hands of such devious ac-
tors and firmly commit that no amount of 
such acts of terror against them will make 
the Assam Rifles cause any inconven-
ience to the innocent and peace-loving 
people of Manipur, the release of Assam 
Rifles added. Assam Rifles reaffirms its 
commitment to continue to work with 
the people of Manipur for betterment of 
society and bring in peace and prosperity 
and live upto its epithet of Friends of The 
North East.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Feb. 8 (EMN): The 
District Press Club of Karbi 
Anglong (DPCKA) cele-
brated its 1st anniversary at 
Agriculture farmers growth 
center in Karbi Anglong on 
Feb. 8 Thur.

The program began 
with hoisting of flag by 
President Kiri Ronghang 
followed with a minute f 
silence for journalists who 
had lost their lives. 

The anniversary was 
observed under the theme 
‘Role of media: in shaping 
future Peace and Develop-
ment.’ 

Karbi Anglong Auton-
omous Council (KAAC), 
Chief Executive Member 
(CEM),  Tuliram Ronghang 
who attended the event as 
the chief guest said that 
work culture should be 
established in the region 
while suggesting that the 

‘bandh culture’ should be 
banned.

Karbi Anglong Deputy 
Commissioner Adil Khan 
who was the guest of hon-
our said that where there 
is peace there is develop-
ment. 

Ronghang said that the 
region will not be devel-
oped with bandhs while 
expressing that peace 
and development should  
march together.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 8 (EMN): 
Ruling MLA Kongkham 
Robindro Singh has been 
elected as the new Deputy 
Speaker of the 11th Ma-
nipur State Legislative 
Assembly (MSLA) by de-
feating his rival Congress 
MLA Fajur Rahim during 
a voice vote in Imphal on 
Thur.

Robindro who is 30 
years of age is the eldest 
son of Kongkham Man-
glem and is one of the 
youngest Deputy Speak-
ers elected so far in the 
Manipur Assembly. 

Manipur Chief Min-
ister N Biren who is the 
leader of the house of 60 
members and opposition 
leader O Ibobi Sibgh of the 

Congress Party welcomed 
the new Deputy Speaker. 

In their separate state-
ments in the house, both 
the leaders said that the 
newly elected Deputy 
Speaker will deliver the 
existing democratic norms 
in ruling the state assem-
bly.

Robindro, a resident 
of Mayang Imphal Thana 
Awang Leikai in Manipur’s 
Imphal West district was 
elected for the first time in 
the 11th State assembly on 
BJP ticket in 2017 assem-
bly elections. He defeated 
former Education Minister 
Kh Ratankumar by a mar-
gin of 3094 votes.

He hold a post gradu-
ate degree in Business Ad-
ministration (Marketing) 
from Anglia Ruskin Uni-
versity in United Kingdom 
2012. 

Preshaw Shimray, a 
congress MLA from Chin-
gai assembly constitu-
ency in Ukhrul district 
was the Deputy Speaker 
of the 10th Manipur State 
Legislative Assembly.

Shillong, Feb. 8 (IANS): Christians in 
poll-bound Meghalaya are upset with 
the ruling BJP-led NDA government af-
ter it rejected the visa application of the 
Baptist World Alliance Chief, Reverend 
Paul Msiza, to attend the 150 years of 
Christianity in Garo Hills region.

Lone National People’s Party Lok 
Sabha member, Conrad K. Sangma on 
Wednesday wrote to External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj seeking her 
intervention into the Visa requirement 
of the Baptist preacher to attend the 
sesquicentenary celebrations of Chris-
tianity.

The Garo Baptist Convention is 
celebrating 150 years of Christianity 
at Rajasimla in Meghalaya’s East Garo 
Hills fromAFebruary 8-11. The Baptist 
Church set foot in Garo Hills at Rajas-
imla in 1867.

“The Christians communities, espe-
cially from Baptist community in Garo 
Hills are very upset with the central 
government for rejecting the visa of 
the Baptist World Alliance Chief, Paul 
Msiza to attend a four-day celebration 
of 150 years of Christianity in Garo Hills 
region,” Vice President of Asia Pacific 
Baptist Federation, Bijoy Sangma told 
IANS.

He said that the Visa application of 
Msiza was rejected by the Consulate 
General of India in Johannesburg, South 
Africa on Wednesday.

“It was shocking to get the news of 
rejection of the Visa by the Indian Con-
sulate. We are extremely disappointed 
that we are going to miss the Global 
head of the Baptist Christian commu-
nity on this historic occasion. The BWA 
President for us is the Pastoral head of 
the Baptists Community worldwide like 

His Holiness the Pope of the Catholic 
community” the Baptist leader said.

Upon hearing of the delay in issu-
ance of Visa by the Indian Consulate 
in Johannesburg, Bijoy said some of 
enthusiastic faithful and social workers 
followed up the matter two days back 
with few top Indian politicians both in 
Centre and State including Member of 
Parliament Conrad K. Sangma for their 
intervention, but it did not yield any 
result.

“This is not the only case; many of 
our foreign friends have been denied 
visa in the last three years despite the 
fact that they have been coming here on 
earlier occasions,” of Garo Baptist Con-
vention General Secretary, Reverend 
Janang R Sangma, said.

“They (NDA government) should 
realise this is a celebration, not a mis-
sion programme and has nothing to do 
with conversion. Visa for such religious 
functions should not be denied,” Janang 
said.

The BJP which is trying to unseat 
the ruling Congress party from power 
in Christian-dominated state of Megha-
laya on February 27 assembly elections, 
have refused to comment on the matter.

“I have no idea. I cannot comment 
since this matter is to be look by the 
ministry of external affairs,” State’s BJP 
President, Shibun Lyngdoh told IANS. 

The Baptist World Alliance is a world-
wide alliance of Baptist churches and or-
ganizations, formed in 1905 in London 
during the first Baptist World Congress. 
The Baptist World Alliance maintains 
ecumenical relations with the Pontifical 
Council for Promoting Christian Unity. 
It also holds special consultative status 
with the United Nations.

Shillong, Feb. 8 (PTI): The BJP 
in poll-bound Meghalaya today 
released a “chargesheet” highlight-
ing corruption and sex racket cases 
against some incumbent Congress 
ministers in the state.

The 38 page chargesheet nam-
ing three ministers and two others 
was released by BJP election in-
charge for Meghalaya and Union 
Tourism Minister K J Alphons here 
with an aim to corner the ruling 
Congress ahead of the February 
27 elections.

A copy of the chargesheet re-
leased before mediapersons here 
was made available to scribes.

The document was named as 
chargesheet,a legal terminology 
to lend credence to the allegations.

It alleged that Cabinet minister 
Ampareen Lyngdoh, who was the 
education minister at the time 
when the education scam took 
place in 2009-10, was also named 
in the police recruitment scam 
in both cases many undeserving 
candidates were recruited.

Ampareen Lyngdoh is PWD 
minister at present. 

Home Minister HDR Lyngdoh 
was made accused in the sex racket 
involving a 14 year-old minor 
where she was allegedly raped and 
molested several times at a guest 
house owned by the minister s 
son in 2016, the BJP chargesheet 
highlighted.

While another MLA Julius Dor-
phang was charged under POC-

SO and jailed since last year, the 
chargesheet stated.

Another Congress leader and 
former MLA Stanleywiss Rymbai 
was charged for his involvement 
in a land scam in 2012 where an 
amount of Rs 8 crore was released 
to him after he claimed to be the 
rightful representative of the vil-
lage without any authorisation. 
The Congress government in Meg-
halaya has resorted to favouritism 
in the tendering process for sup-
ply of sugar in the state leaving a 
loss of Rs 2.7 crore every month 
to the state s exchequer, the BJP 
chargesheet said, accusing Civil 
Supplies Minister Clement R Ma-
rak of being involved in the 2016 
sugar scam.

The cases highlighted by the 
BJP’s document are pending with 
varied courts.

The BJP chargesheet also ac-
cused the Congress, which has 
been in power six times since the 
Meghalaya s inception in 1972, for 
making the state a mess due to the 
corrupt and inefficient govern-
ments.

Giving a status report of the 
Congress 2013 manifesto, the Un-
ion Minister said all the promises 
made by the Congress including 
the promise of 10,000 jobs to the 
youths and 10,000 jobs for women 
were also marked undelivered .

All the 28 poll-promises the 
Congress made in the last five 
years have failed to materialise 

leaving the people cold and dry, 
Alphons said.

Although the BJP did not name 
anyone in other scams, the BJP 
listed the 2016 sericulture scam, 
the 2012 supplementary nutri-
tion scam, land allotment scam in 
New Shillong and the PHE scam 
as those that the Congress govern-
ments have been involved with. 

BJP is making a serious bid to 
trounce Congress in Meghalaya 
elections later this month. 

The National People s Party 
(NPP) is also preparing a simi-
lar charge against the Congress, 
which is facing desertions of sen-
ior leaders of the party and is also 
fighting incumbency after being in 
power for almost 15 years.

Shillong, Feb. 8 (PTI): The nomi-
nation papers of 377 candidates 
have been cleared after scrutiny 
for the February 27 Assembly elec-
tions in Meghalaya, chief electoral 
officer F R Kharkongor said today.

The scrutiny of nomination 
papers of a total of 443 candidates 
who filed their papers for the elec-
tions was held today at the respec-
tive offices of Returning Officers, in 
which 377 candidates were found 

eligible till 7 pm, Kharkongor told 
PTI. 

Of these, 344 were male can-
didates and 33 female candidates 
contesting for the 60 seats.

The last day for withdrawal of 
nomination papers has been fixed 
on February 12 while polling will 
be held on February 27 and the 
counting will be done on March 3.

The term of the current assem-
bly ends on March 6.

Three candidates whose appli-
cations were rejected in the Garo 
Hills region were of the North East 
India Development Party (NEIDP) 
and the Aam Admi Party after they 
failed to mandatory produce re-
quired number of proposers and 
seconders.

NEIDP candidate Arelitha K 
Sangma from Selsella was rejected 
as she failed to produce ten pro-
posers for her candidature.

Rajabala candidate of the AAP 
Milson Sangma also was rejected 
on similar grounds. The number 
of proposers is mandatory for 
contesting from a non recognized 
party, elections officials said.

The NEIDP and the AAP are not 
a recognized parties in Meghalaya.

Both Arelitha and Milson were 
able to introduce only a single pro-
poser for their names losing out on 
contesting from their respective 

seats.
In South West Garo Hills dis-

trict, NEIDP candidate Serazul 
H Kharkongor’s papers was also 
rejected for failing to produce his 
election expenses. 

Kharkongor had contested the 
2013 elections from the Tikrikilla 
in West Garo Hills. This time he 
had wanted to test his grit against 
the chief minister Mukul Sangma’s 
wife Dikkanchi D Shira.

Shillong, Feb. 8 (PTI): UPA chairperson Sonia 
Gandhi, former Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh and Congress leader Shashi Tharoor 
will be among 40 star campaigners of the 
ruling Congress in poll-bound Meghalaya, a 
party official said here today.

The party’s national president Rahul Gan-
dhi, who officially sounded the poll bugle last 
month with a rock concert, will also be re-
turning to the state for campaigning, he said.

Meghalaya is set to go to polls on Febru-
ary 27 and the results will be announced on 
March 3. The tenure of the current 60-mem-
ber assembly ends on March 6.

“The UPA chairperson, former Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh and Congress 
leader Shashi Tharoor have been included 
in the list of campaigners. The list has been 
approved by the Election Committee of the 
party and sent to the Election Commission,” 
state working president and Congress MP 
Vincent H Pala told PTI.

Former Union ministers A K Antony, Sal-
man Khurshid, Oscar Fernandes and former 
Kerala Chief Minister Oomen Chandy will 
also visit the state for campaigns, Pala said.

While 20 star campaigners have been 
roped in from within the state, 20 others will 
be coming from outside.

Those included in the list from Megha-
laya include Chief Minister Mukul Sangma 
and his brother Zenith Sangma, state party 
president Celestine Lyngdoh, cabinet min-
isters R V Lyngdoh, MM Danggo, HDR Lyn-
gdoh and Rajya Sabha MP Wansuk Syiem, 
he added. 

The party here had faced a major jolt last 
month, when five of its MLAs resigned from 
the Assembly and joined the NPP and two 
other legislators moved to the BJP and the 
newly formed People’s Democratic Front.

Kongkham Robindro Singh (File Photo)

BJP govt. first to take multi-pronged 
steps for NE’s growth — Modi 

CPI(M) meets CEC to 
voice concerns over 
BJP’s Tripura campaign

UNLF claims responsibility for 
series of blasts in Manipur 

Journalists of KA celebrates 1st anniv.

Kongkham Robindro is the 
11th MSLA Deputy Speaker

Meghalaya Christians upset 
as Baptist leaders visa rejected

Tripura remains backward due to 25 years of Left “misrule”- Modi

BJP releases ‘chargesheet’ against Congress ministers in M’laya

377 candidates left in Meghalaya after scrutiny

Meghalaya polls: Sonia, Manmohan among Congress star campaigners



NOTICE ANNEXURE - 10

Cril (P) Case No.2 of 2015
Ref: FIR No. 1(4) 2012 TMI P.S.
U/S 400 IPC & 25(1-C) A. Act

Assam Schedule VIII, Form No. 100,
High Court Criminal Process No. 4.

Dated/Imphal
01-02-2018

(Ningthoujam Lanleima)
i/c Chief Judicial Magistrate,

Tamenglong

1. Name, description WHEREAS, complaint has been made before me that (1) 
 and address of the Mr. Abungbou (21), S/o. Lungta of Hong Kong Market, 

 accused Dimapur, Nagaland 
  has committed/or is suspected to have committed the 
  offence in connection with the above referred case
2. Name of the punishable under section 400 IPC & 25(1-C) A. Act and it 
 accused has been returned to a Warrant of Arrest thereupon  

  issued that (2) Mr. Abungbou (21), S/o. Lungta of  
  Hong Kong Market, Dimapur, Nagaland cannot be 
  found and whereas it has been shown to my  
  satisfaction the said (2) accused person has been  
  absconded/or is concealing himself to avoid the service  
  of the said Warrant.

  Proclamation is hereby made that the said (2) Mr.  
  Amo (35), S/o. Songsal of Yong Village, Longling  
  District, Nagaland
3. Place is required to appear at (3) 10.30 a.m. before this court  

  to answer the complaint on the 20th day of March, 2018.

IN THE COURT OF THE CHIEF JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE:
TAMENLONG, AT LAMPHELPAT

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE OF A  PERSON ACCUSED.

K-1559

NOTICE ANNEXURE - 10

Cril (P) Case No.2 of 2015
Ref: FIR No. 1(4) 2012 TMI P.S.
U/S 400 IPC & 25(1-C) A. Act

Assam Schedule VIII, Form No. 100,
High Court Criminal Process No. 4.

Dated/Imphal
01-02-2018

(Ningthoujam Lanleima)
i/c Chief Judicial Magistrate,

Tamenglong

1. Name, description WHEREAS, complaint has been made before me that (1) 
 and address of the Mr. Amo (35), S/o. Songsal of Yong Village, Longling
 accused District, Nagaland 
  has committed/or is suspected to have committed the 
  offence in connection with the above referred case
2. Name of the punishable under section 400 IPC & 25(1-C) A. Act and it 
 accused has been returned to a Warrant of Arrest thereupon  

  issued that (2) Mr. Amo (35), S/o. Songsal of Yong  
  Village, Longling District, Nagaland cannot be found  
  and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction the  
  said (2) accused person has been absconded/or is  
  concealing himself to avoid the service of the said  
  Warrant.

  Proclamation is hereby made that the said (2) Mr.  
  Amo (35), S/o. Songsal of Yong Village, Longling  
  District, Nagaland
3. Place is required to appear at (3) 10.30 a.m. before this court  

  to answer the complaint on the 20th day of March, 2018.

IN THE COURT OF THE CHIEF JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE:
TAMENLONG, AT LAMPHELPAT

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE OF A  PERSON ACCUSED.

K-1558

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE

NAGALAND:: KOHIMA
No. DHFW-5/Trg/PG (Dental/)/2008-09/ Dated, Kohima the       th, Feb' 2018.

Applications are invited for in- service sponsored candidate(s) from Nagaland for undergoing 3 
(three) years Post- Graduate course in MDS "Prosthodontics & Crown and Bridge" for the academic 
session 2018-2019 at Regional Dental College, Guwahati. 
Criteria:

1. Candidates should be domicile of the State. 
2. Candidate should be quali�ed in the NEET-MDS-2018. 
3. If the 151 Candidate refuses to join the course for any reason, he/she should surrender the seat 

in writing. In that case, the o�er of the seat will go to the next waiting list candidate. 
4. No. of scat - 1 (one). 

Interested candidates may apply to the undersigned. Last date of sending nomination to the 
Institute is 15th March 2018. SD/- DR. MEGUOSIELIE KIRE 

DIRECTOR & HOD 
DTE. OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE

 NAGALAND, KOHIMA

ADVERTISEMENT

Issued by DIPR
KG-2309

OFFICE OF THE 
MERANGKONG MEDEMSANGER PUTU MENDEN

Dist. Mokokchung : Nagaland. 
B.P.O Merangkong. P.O. Tuli.

The Merangkong Medemsanger Putu extends heartiest congratulation to Smt, 
Lentina Ao Thakkar. On being conferred the Padma Shri, the fourth highest civilian 
award by the government of India in recognition of more than six decades of dedicated 
and sel�ess service towards under privilege section of the Naga society. 

The entire citizen of Merangkong village greatly honored to acknowledge the 
Exemplary achievement made by her and brings laurel to our villagers. 

We wish and pray that the almighty God bless her a long life for her further endeavor. 
Sd/-

(Kumsangchiba)
Secretary 

Medemsanger Putu Merangkong

Ref no……….. Date ………….

FELICITATION

D-5037

Commander Works Engineer Shillong, SE Falls, Shillong - 11 on behalf of President of India 
invites online item rate bids on Single Stage Two Cover Bid System for the following work:-

Srl 
No

Name of Work Estimated 
Cost

Period of 
completion

Tender ID No

1. PROVN OF BUTT WALL AT LONG 
AND SHORT RANGE AT SHILLONG 
UNDER GE SHILLONG

95.30 Lakhs 6 Months 2018_
MES_170480_1 

For further detail refer website eprocuremes.gov.in/eprocure.gov.in   

MILITARY ENGINEER SERVICES
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS

Davp 10102/11/2373/1718

Commander Works Engineer Shillong, SE Falls, Shillong - 11 on behalf of President of India invites 
online item rate bids on Single Stage Two Cover Bid System for the following work:- 

MILITARY ENGINEER SERVICES
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS

Srl 
No

Name of Work Estimated 
Cost

Period of 
completion

Tender ID No

1. SPECIAL REPAIR TO CGI SHEET, 
ROOF, JOINERY, PLASTERING, TILING, 
FLOORING, TOILET AND OTHER ALLIED 
WORKS AT BLDG NO.192 AT UMROI MIL 
STN UNDER GE(P) SHILLONG

58.00 Lakhs 6 Months 2018_
MES_172695_1 

2. REPAIR/RESURFACING OF CERTAIN 
ROADS IN AOR OF GE UMRAI UNDER 
GE UMROI

24.00 Lakhs 6 Months 2018_
MES_172696_1

For further detail refer website eprocuremes.gov.in/eprocure.gov.in DAVP 10102/11/2375/1718

NAGALAND UNIVERSITY

School of Agricultural Sciences & Rural Development
Medziphema - 797 106 (Nagaland)

NO.NU/SASRD/ESTT/E-142/16-2129 Dated.07.02.2018

Candidates are invited to attend the Walk-in-Interview for the post of Guest Faculty 
on contractual basis for the department of Agricultural Chemistry & Soil Science SASRD, 
Nagaland University, Medziphema on 20th Feb’ 2018.

N.B: 
1. The engagement is purely on contractual basis and does not confer any right to 

claim regular appointment in future. 
2. Candidates should bring a brief resume along with passport size photograph, 

photocopy of educational quali�cations and other testimonials. 
3. TA/DA is not admissible for attending the Interview. 
4. Interview shall be held on 20th Feb 2018 at SASRD, Nagaland University, Medziphema 

Campus at 11.00 A.M in the School Conference Hall. 
(T. LANUSOSANG)
Pro-Vice-Chancellor

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW

SI. 
No. Department No. of 

Post Honorarium Eligibility Criteria

1
Agricultural 
Chemistry & 
Soil Science

2

Rs.1000/-per Lecture, 
not exceeding 
Rs.25,000/-Per 
month

M.Sc. (Ag.)in Agricultural 
Chemistry & Soil Science 
from UGC/ICAR recognised 
Institutions/University with 
NET/Ph.D 

DG-726

(A Central University Established by an Act of Parliament 1989)
CAMPUS: MEDZIPHEMA
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PTI

Maruti Suzuki’s Managing Director & CEO Kenichi Ayukawa (R) and Senior Executive Director, Marketing 
and Sales, RS Kalsi showcase the company’s all-new Swift at the Auto Expo 2018 in Greater Noida on 
Thursday.

Sensex zooms 482 pts, Nifty 
tops 10,600; rupee recovers 13p

Panasonic launches world’s first 
cinema 4K video recording camera

JioTV to 
broadcast Winter 
Olympic Games 
live in India
New Delhi, Feb. 8 (IANS): 
JioTV on Thursday said 
it has been awarded In-
dia digital rights of the 
Olympic Winter Games 
PyeongChang 2018 by 
the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC).

“JioTV will work with 
IOC to provide compre-
hensive coverage of the 
Games in India, thus ena-
bling millions to access live 
and catch-up content on 
their mobile devices, on the 
move,” the company said in 
a statement.

The Olympic Win-
ter Games -- scheduled 
from February 9-25 at 
PyeongChang County, 
South Korea -- will feature 
102 events in 15 sports and 
witness participation from 
more than 90 countries, in-
cluding India.

“In addition to working 
with JioTV, the IOC’s multi-
platform media destination, 
the Olympic Channel, will 
also stream live coverage 
of the Games in India,” the 
statement added.

CESC Ltd 
net profit up 
marginally in Q3
Kolkata, Feb. 8 (IANS) : 
Power utility firm CESC 
Ltd on Thursday reported 
a 1.3 per cent increase in its 
standalone profit after tax 
(PAT) to Rs 154 crore in the 
quarter ended December 31 
as compared to Rs 152 crore 
in the year-ago period.

The company’s subsidi-
ary Spencer’s Retail Ltd is 
expected to make a profit 
before tax (PBT) from the 
first quarter of the next fis-
cal, an official said.

The R.P. Sanjiv Goenka 
Group’s flagship company 
registered a sales growth 
of over 3 per cent in the 
quarter. Its revenue from 
operations for the Decem-
ber quarter was Rs 1,706 
crore, up by 5.3 per cent, 
as against Rs 1,620 crore in 
the corresponding period 
of 2016-17. Asked about 
the flat profit in the quarter, 
company Chairman Sanjiv 
Goenka said: “There is no 
increase in tariff.” Respond-
ing to a query on the recent 
coal price revision, he said 
it had a definitive “cost im-
pact”.

The company’s total 
expenses for the quarter un-
der review were at Rs 1,622 
crore as against Rs 1,511 
crore in the same period of  
2016-17.

Elaborating on CESC 
restructuring, he said, “The 
NCLT (National Company 
Law Tribunal) hearing is 
on. There will be final hear-
ing later next month. Hope-
fully, it should get cleared...
all the requisite clearances 
had happened.” Speaking 
on the SRL, he said: “It is 
first quarter in which it reg-
istered positive PBDT (prof-
it before depreciation and 
tax). Hopefully, it (Spen-
cer’s) should be PBT (profit 
before tax)-positive April-
June quarter (first quarter 
of 2018-19) onwards.”

Goenka said the retail 
company clocked Rs 570 
crore sales in the December 
quarter and average sales 
per square ft was Rs 1,607.

He said seven stores 
across the country have 
been added in the last nine 
months of the current fis-
cal and six more would be 
opened by the end of this 
financial year.

News iN Brief

Mumbai, Feb. 8 (PTi): The 
benchmark BSE Sensex 
gained momentum in 
afternoon trade today, 
rallying over 482 points 
on continued buying by 
domestic funds and re-
covery in the rupee amid 
higher Asian markets.

On the other hand, 
Brent crude futures tum-
bled to a six- week low of 
USD 65.16 per barrel. A 
fall in crude prices is seen 
as positive for Indian 
economy, which imports 
most of its oil require-
ments.

The 30-share barom-
eter stayed in the green 
through the the session 
on all-round buying. It 
was trading at 34,565.03 
by surging 482.32 points, 
or 1.41 per cent at 1230 
hrs.

The index had lost 
113.23 points in the previ-
ous session following the 
Reserve Bank’s decision 
to leave interest rates un-
changed that caught the 
market by surprise.

The broader NSE Nifty 
also soared 137.60 points, 
or 1.31 per cent, to quote 
at 10,614.30.

Brokers said buying 
by domestic institution-
al investors (DIIs) and 
a mixed trend at other 
Asian bourses improved 
the market sentiment.

DIIs had bought 
shares worth Rs 461.19 
crore, while foreign funds 
sold shares to the tune of 
Rs 1,022.50 crore yester-
day. The rupee, at 64.15 
notched up gains against 
the dollar (intra-day), 
which spurred the bulls.

The broader markets 
also saw strong buying 
with BSE small-cap and 
mid-cap indices rising up 
to 2.33 per cent.

The gains were broad-
based with most of the 
sectoral indices on the 
BSE trading in the green. 
Realty, IT, Banking, Auto 
and pharma stocks led 
the gains up to 3.11 per 
cent. Major gainers were 
Dr Reddy’s, Sun Pharma, 
Infosys, TCS, HDFC LTD, 
Hindunilver, L&T, Maruti 
Suzuki, M&M and RIL, 
gaining up to 3.57 per 
cent.

Axis Bank, PNB, Fed-
eral Bank, State Bank of 
India, Bank of Baroda, Yes 
Bank, Kotak Bank, HDFC 
Bank, IndusInd Bank and 
ICICI Bank advanced by 
up to 2.70 per cent.

new Delhi, Feb. 8 (iAns): Defend-
ing the ruling NDA’s management 
of the economy as compared to the 
previous UPA government’s record 
in this regard, Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley on Thursday ruled out 
any rollback of the Long Term Cap-
ital Gains (LTCG) tax reimposed for 
the coming fiscal.

Presenting his last full budget 
before the general elections due 
in early 2019, Jaitley proposed to 
tax LTCG on equities exceeding Rs 
1 lakh at 10 per cent, which is ex-
pected to bring in revenue of Rs 
20,000 crore. 

“There was a time when LTCG 
was not imposed because we 
wanted to get money into the stock 
markets,” Jaitley said replying to 
the discussion on the budget in the 
Lok Sabha.

“That is no longer the situation. 
We did an assessment and found 
that the exempted income from 
Long Term Capital Gains last year 
amounted to Rs 3,67,000 crore,” he 
said in defence of the exchequer’s 
search for revenue at a time when 
he has announced a rise in the fis-
cal deficit targets for the current 
and the next year. 

“Only a fraction of this amount 
is accounted for by small investors. 
Most of them are large corporates, 
high net worth individuals, foreign 
institutional investors and LLPs 
(limited liability partnerships),” he 

added. 
A day after the Union budget 

was presented in Parliament, In-
dian equity markets witnessed the 
steepest fall since November 2016 
leading the Sensex to shed over 
800 points and the Nifty50 over 200 
points in a single day.

Jaitley said the downslide in 
the bourses was not caused by the 
reintroduction of LTCG and attrib-
uted negative global cues.

“It is not due to the budget or 
the LTCG that (US-based) Dow 
Jones had been falling for five days 
dragging the Asian markets down,” 
Jaitley told the Lok Sabha. 

He also took on the criticism of 
Congress MPs on the government’s 
handling of the economy, saying 
structural reforms such as GST, 

Aadhaar and consequent improve-
ment in India’s global rankings had 
been accomplished under the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance regime.

“I don’t remember a single 
structural reform taking place be-
tween 2010-14, while the fiscal 
deficit during the Congress was at 
6 per cent. We inherited a deficit of 
4.5 per cent and have been bring-
ing it down steadily ever since.

“In a matter of months we have 
managed to stabilise GST (Goods 
and Services Tax) with the help of 
the states and started rationalising 
rates,” he pointed out, noting that 
only those categories that were 
paying cumulative pre-GST taxes 
of 31 per cent had been transferred 
to the highest GST slab of 28 per 
cent.

new Delhi, Feb. 8 (iAns): 
Panasonic India on 
Thursday launched LU-
MIX GH5S -- world’s first 
high-precision cinema 
4K recording camera 
designed specifically for 
low light scenarios.

LUMIX GH5S, to be 
available at all Panason-
ic stores at Rs 184,990, 
features 5EV luminance 
detection performance 
with Low Light auto-
focus that aids in higher 
sensitivity and optimised 
tuning of the sensor.

“With broadcast and 
digital mediums evolv-
ing at a fast rate globally, 
there is a huge demand 
for high-resolution vide-
os that are richer, crisper 
and deliver exceptional 
quality under low-light 
conditions. The robust-
ly built GH5S caters to 
such specific demands 
of professional cinema-
tographers and videog-
raphers, alike,” Yosuke 
Yamane, Director - Imag-
ing Business, Panasonic 
Corporation, said in a 
statement.

It is powered with a 
“LiveView Boost” feature 
that makes it possible to 
check the composition 
even in total darkness by 
boosting the sensitivity 
just for “Live view”. 

Packed a newly-de-

Long Term Capital Gains tax 
required in new situation: Jaitley

veloped 10.2MP “Digital 
MOS Sensor” with “Dual 
Native ISO Technology” 
and “Venus Engine 10”, 
the camera reproduces 
even dark parts of the 
image, allowing ISO 
51200 high sensitivity 

recording when the use 
of supplemental lighting 
may not be possible as 
well as an extended ISO 
of up to 204,800.

Vijay Wadhwan, Busi-
ness Head - System Solu-
tion Business, Panasonic 

India, said LUMIX GH5S 
will penetrate into the 
professional videogra-
pher market. 

“We will be looking at 
20 per cent market share 
in 1.5-3 lakh camera 
market by 2018-19,” he 
added.

GH5S also comes 
with a “Variable Frame 
Rate Effect” (VFR) which 
allow users to record slow 
motions and time lapse 
videos in 60 FPS and 240 
FPS format, alike.

The camera has been 
composed of a magne-
sium alloy full die-cast 
front, rear and top frame 
which is splash, dust, 
and freeze-proof down 
to -10 degrees Celsius. 

Auto Expo 2018
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Draw the Line
The rise and the popularity of Non Governmen-

tal Organisations have seen an increase globally 
since the 1990s. These organisations now play 

bigger roles in the policy making processes of govern-
ments across the world including the international 
intergovernmental organisations like the UNO. Even in 
Nagaland the term came into vogue from the nineties 
but the confusion over the role of these organisations 
exists. Although it might have been a misnomer, but in-
itially all these organisations in Nagaland were referred 
to as NGOs. It is only very recently that the definitions 
of the terms became clearer and the organisations are 
now clubbed together in the broader term; civil society.

The rise in civil society organisations in Nagaland 
may be attributed to some extent to the increase in the 
Naga nationalistic fervour among the people with the 
coming of the armed groups back from the neighbour-
ing countries. Concurrently, the liberalisation of mar-
kets in India in 1991 would be another reason which 
had far reaching effects on the people than accounted 
for. The sudden exposure to information through mass 
communication starting with something as basic as 
cable television that beamed information from around 
the world right to the homes would have played a ma-
jor role in the minds of the people. Whether it was the 
role of a negotiator between  the warring factions or 
between the armed groups and the security forces,  the 
civil society slowly became a necessity. The organisa-
tions also became strong pressure groups against the 
government, security forces and also the factions in 
times of atrocities as it is the case in any conflict zone. 
If one day it was against a faction, then the next day it 
was either against another faction, the security forces 
or the government. The chances of being led and insti-
gated can never be ruled out, but these organisations 
were sought after by all.

Subsequently on the downside, even after a sem-
blance of peace arrived in the state, the hangover per-
sists. The civil society without any clear distinction 
among the many types of organisations have the ten-
dency to take the state at ransom anytime. Moreover, 
in present day Nagaland, nothing gets done without 
the assistance from these organisations or any other 
association or union. As subjective as the term might 
be for scholars across the world, the confusion over 
the role of these organisations has only increased. 
These organisations have also tasted power and also 
realised the power that it wields and slowly some have 
become like a person drunk with power. It might be 
next to impossible to disband some of these organisa-
tions unless the members decide so, and that mental 
maturity might take another 50 to 100 years. However 
it is time to separate the political from the apolitical; 
the cultural from the traditional; the religious from the 
tribal; the not-for-profit from the welfare; the trade 
union from the business; the registered from the un-
registered and so on and so forth.  It is time to separate 
the sheep from the goat.

Keith Rathbone | The Conversation

One day God will restore the world to 
perfect peace.

My Facebook friends often post endearing videos of 
unlikely animal friendships, such as a recent video 
I watched of an inseparable pup and pig, another of 

a deer and cat, and yet another of an orangutan mothering 
several tiger cubs.

When I view such heartwarmingly unusual friendships, 
it reminds me of the description of the garden of Eden. 
In this setting, Adam and Eve lived in harmony with God 
and each other. And because God gave them plants for 
food, I imagine even the animals lived peacefully together 
(Genesis 1:30). But this idyllic scene was disrupted when 
Adam and Eve sinned (3:21–23). Now in both human re-
lationships and the creation, we see constant struggle and 
conflict.

Yet the prophet Isaiah reassures us that one day, “The 
wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with 
the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together” 
(11:6). Many interpret that future day as when Jesus 
comes again to reign. When He returns, there will be no 
more divisions and “no more death . . . or pain, for the old 
order of things has passed away” (Revelation 21:4). On 
that renewed earth, creation will be restored to its former 
harmony and people of every tribe, nation, and language 
will join together to worship God (7:9–10; 22:1–5).

Until then, God can help us to restore broken relation-
ships and to develop new, unlikely friendships.

Dear Father, help us to break down barriers and to 
seek to befriend others; and as we do, enable us to be 

bearers of the gospel of peace.

DAILY

PATH

T
he announcement that North and South Korean 
athletes would march together under one flag 
at the 2018 Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang 
and field a joint women’s hockey team has been 

hailed as a sports diplomatic breakthrough.
Diplomatic overtures during sporting events are 

not unusual. Sports have long been seen as apolitical 
spaces where athletes from adversarial countries can 
mingle, become friends and overcome the chauvinism 
that leads to war.

The promotion of world peace is one of the Ol-
ympic movement’s stated goals. The Olympic Charter 
urges leaders:

… to place sport at the service of the harmonious 
development of humankind, with a view to promoting 
a peaceful society concerned with the preservation of 
human dignity.

But despite Olympic organisers’ powerful rhetoric, 
they have only very limited ability to promote peace 
between warring nations.

Hark back to history
Since the refoundation of the Olympic Games, the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) has asked 
countries to respect the historic tradition of the Olym-
pic Truce during the competition.

The Olympic Truce was a crucial component of 
Ancient Greek Games. Every four years, hundreds of 
athletes from across Greece met at Olympia under the 
protection of a sacred truce (ekecheria) that brought a 
halt to the yearly cycle of violent city-state warfare and 
inaugurated a month-long festival of athleticism.

The truce made the Games possible: it allowed 
athletes and spectators to travel in complete safety to 
participate.

The notion of an Olympic Truce re-emerged when 
the modern Olympics resumed in 1894. The IOC’s 
founder, Pierre de Coubertin, hoped the competition 
would promote world peace. He said:

Wars break out because nations misunderstand 
each other. We shall no have peace until the prejudices 
which now separate the different races shall have been 

outlived. To attain this end, what better means than to 
bring the youth of all countries periodically together 
for amicable trials of muscular strength and agility.

Of the signatories of the original Olympic Charter, 
80% were also members of organisations devoted to 
peace movements; they shared de Coubertin’s belief in 
Olympism’s potential to promote peace. Five signato-
ries later won Nobel Peace prizes.

Past opportunities for peace
The Olympic Games have provided several opportuni-
ties for international reconciliation, particularly dur-
ing the global upheaval of the 1990s.

Following the collapse of the Soviet Union, ath-
letes from 12 of the former Soviet republics competed 
as members of a unified team at the 1992 Barcelona 
Olympics. The unified athletes took home more med-
als than any other team. Their victories were seen as 
a symbol of “hope, solidarity, and sportsmanship over 
totalitarianism”.

Similarly, during the wars in the Balkans, the IOC 
co-ordinated to allow athletes from the post-Yugosla-
vian states to compete. At the 1994 Lillehammer Ol-
ympics the Bosnian-Herzegovina Olympic Committee 
fielded a mixed bobsled team with Russian Orthodox, 
Catholic and Muslim athletes.

The Olympic Truce continues to be a priority for 
sport administrators because they see sport as able to 
promote peace globally and in local communities.

In 1993, the IOC reached out to the United Nations, 
which passed a resolution calling for a global ceasefire 
during the Lillehammer Games. The UN has renewed 
that resolution for every subsequent Olympics.

In 2000, the IOC founded the International Ol-
ympic Truce Foundation and adopted the dove as an 
Olympic symbol. The 2012 London Olympics was the 
first in which every nation present – 193 countries – 
signed onto an Olympic Truce.

The IOC’s current peace initiatives include prevent-
ing youth violence in Colombia, anti-crime projects in 
the favelas of Rio de Janeiro, and community pilot pro-
grams for peace in Jamaica.

The Olympics has its limits
However, the Olympics did not end either of the two 

world wars. War actually stopped Olympic Games 
from taking place: they were not held between 1912 
and 1920, and 1936 and 1948.

North and South Korea remain technically at war 
despite the two countries having competed together 
or marched under a unified flag nine times since the 
2000 Sydney Olympics.

The Olympics can also provoke international con-
frontations or be a site where international tensions 
are played out. The Nazi regime used the 1936 Berlin 
Olympics to promote their fascist and racist agenda. 
Contemporaries understood these Games as a con-
frontation between democracy and totalitarianism.

Throughout the Cold War, the US and the Soviet 
Union channelled their international conflict through 
the Olympics. When the Cold War warmed up in the 
1980s, each side boycotted the Olympics once: the US 
stayed home during the 1980 Moscow Olympics and 
the Russians responded with a boycott of the 1984 Los 
Angeles Olympics.

Palestinian terrorists targeted Israeli athletes at the 
1972 Munich Olympics. More recently, Arab athletes 
from Saudi Arabia, Syria and Egypt routinely forfeit 
matches or withdraw from competition rather than 
compete against Israeli athletes.

In 1912, de Coubertin wrote an ode to Olympic 
peace. The sixth stanza begins:

O Sport, You are Peace! You forge happy bonds be-
tween the peoples …. Through you the young of the 
entire world learn to respect one another.

However, sport’s ability to overcome war remains 
limited.

At the 2018 Pyeongchang Olympics, both recon-
ciliation and struggle narratives will be visible. The 
two Koreas will march together under one flag. But the 
ban on Russian athletes for doping has been framed 
in Russia in the language of the Cold War: it has been 
described as a “part of a Western plot to overthrow the 
Russian government”.

Twitter bots allegedly associated with Russian in-
telligence agencies have started an online campaign 
against the Pyeongchang Olympics with the hashtag 
#NoRussiaNoGames. Who knows what those bots will 
do when the Games begin?

C
hemical com-
pounds identi-
fied in the 1940s 
but discarded 

for having weak antibi-
otic properties could now 
be used for developing 
new antibiotics against 
drug-resistant infections, 
researchers say.

During the mid-20th 
century, many different 
chemical compounds 
with antibacterial prop-
erties were examined, but 
only a small proportion 
were selected for devel-
opment into drugs.

With modern-day dis-
eases becoming increas-
ingly resistant to existing 

drugs, scientists are now 
re-examining these old 
compounds to test more 
precisely whether they 
could hold the key to a fu-
ture drug.

“A major challenge in 
tackling the problem of 
antibiotic resistance is to 
discover new drugs. Our 
study shows that poten-
tially useful drug candi-
dates can be ‘discovered’ 
from amongst the anti-
biotics we already know 
about,” said Alex O’Neill, 
from the Antimicrobial Re-
search Centre at the Leeds 
University in Britain.

“Amongst the 3,000 or 
so antibiotics discovered 

to date, only a handful 
have been brought into 
clinical use. Our findings 
underscore the impor-
tance of revisiting unex-
ploited antibiotics as a 
potential source of new 
antibiotic drug candi-
dates,” he said.

O’Neill’s team is work-
ing on a family of com-
pounds -- known as the 
actinorhodins -- origi-
nally identified in 1940s 
as having weak antibiotic 
properties, but not taken 
forward for development 
into a drug.

However, at that time 
scientists did not fully dif-
ferentiate the individual 

compounds within the 
family when they exam-
ined them, leading to 
a less than precise pic-
ture of their properties, 
O’Neill said, in a paper 
published in the journal 
Scientific Reports.

Another experiment 
led by Michael Webb 
from the varisty’s School 
of Chemistry focuses on a 
compound, called pentyl 
pantothenamide, first as-
sessed in the 1970s.

Then, it was found to 
be able to stop the growth 
of E.coli but not com-
pletely kill the bacteria, 
so it was never taken into 
clinical use.

But Webb has now 
proven that it is driven by 
Vitamin B5, which is used 
to metabolise energy. 

“We now believe a 
comprehensive re-evalu-

ation of such compounds 
is worthwhile, potentially 
offering new ways to pro-
tect against infections,” 
O’Neill noted.

Source: IANS

Despite Good Intentions, the Olympics 
Has its Limits in Promoting Peace

Old Chemical Compounds May Lead to New Antibiotics — Scientists

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

T
he recent political and social happenings 
in the State greatly disturbed unnecessar-
ily the minds of the people in Nagaland. The 
happenings appeared more like a wag-on of 

the tail of a dog than the initiation of a realistic mass 
movement of a people. It hardly lasted from 29th Jan-
uary to 4th February -7days!  

In appearance, the happenings looked like a mass 
movement but in reality, it was the wagging of the 
heads of a gullible Nagaland. The Happenings seem 
to have founded on non-stable shifting Sand rather 
than on solid rock.

The entire 60 MLAs, all tribal Hohos & Councils 
in Nagaland, all Apex & non-Apex Organizations, the 
ENPO, all the State political Parties, big and small, -the 
grand BJP of India leading the Band wag-on and the 
House of Nagaland Joint Christian Forum collapsed 
like a House of Cards pitifully within a Week of their 
Solemn compromise on ‘Solution and No Election’.

The head wagging of the parade members of the 
band wag-on appeared based more on the noise of 
the drums of the parade than on the solid rock of po-
litical principles.

To have or not to have  Election at the end of a Term 
of Office for the elected Members of the Government 
of a State is a mandated democratic requirement the 
State had decided at the creation of the democratic 
State. This democratic mandate cannot change at the 
whims of the times of the so-called Public.

The Employees of a Government appointed un-
der a constitutional Service Rules cannot change the 
Rules of their appointment. A refusal to join or demit 
the Service is an anathema to the Service.

The Members of the Legislative Assembly of the 
State Elected to PUBLIC SERVICE under Oath to the 
constitutional requirement cannot change the Terms 
of the Service. That Authority is not with the Assembly 
Body, it is with the Election Commission Authority of 

the Country.
To vote or not to vote is a personal choice, a person 

may decide to Vote or not to Vote, that is up to him/
her, but to have or not to have Election in the State 
is not empowered with the State. Such is the political 
Reality, a democratic State whether big or small can-
not change.  

The NSCN (IM) declared in the Papers they “will 
not accept Election”. This is a serious matter.

If the IM do not accept Election, the people can-
not accept their Government!

 A joint action committee of the NGO just some 
months ago yeasted the most destructive burning of 
buildings in Kohima Town in living memory and the 
recent political and social happenings in the State has 
unnecessarily disturbed the minds of the people of 
Nagaland.

Thepfulhouvi Solo. IFS Retd. (RR-68)
Retd Principal Secretary

Broadly speaking, there are two 
aspects of the electoral practice 
that troubles conscientious vot-

ers in Nagaland. The first is money and 
the second the candidate.

My sister, Mrs. Katoli Shohe, nar-
rated an incident concerning her 
neighbour, an Angami gentleman. 
Apparently, this gentleman and the 
members of his family, refused money 
offered for their votes, and cast their 
votes in favour of the candidate who 
had offered them money. The candi-
date went on to win the election, but 
refused to believe that the gentleman 
and his family voted for him, because 
they had refused his money. In another 
case, my niece Ms. Kisheli Shikhu was 
visited by a candidate, who happened 
to be a close family acquaintance. My 
niece assured him of her and her fam-
ily’s vote and refused money she was 
offered for her commitment. Long after 
the candidate had left, my niece found 
Rs. 10,000/- stuffed, in the gap between 

their cushions. Then there’s the prac-
tice, prevalent in some Sumi areas, of 
candidates from all parties, distributing 
a certain amount of money, in advance, 
to all families in their constituency; not 
as payment for their votes (that amount 
will be decided in the future) but re-
questing their “Goodwill/Prayers”; now 
you tell me, how can you refuse to take 
that amount? Saying that you believe in 
the principle of clean elections will just 
not be accepted; you might as well tell 
them that you believe pigs can fly, for all 
the good it will do you. These and many 
such examples have convinced me that 
the Naga electoral candidate does not 
rest easy unless the Naga voter accepts 
money for his vote.

Recently, I had an extremely in-
teresting interaction with Mr. Chuba 
Longkumer at Mokokchung. This 
young gentleman narrated how he 
tried to avoid corruption in everyday 
life, corruption which every Naga takes 
for granted; such as taking rice from 

the Public Distribution System from 
the Below Poverty Line (B.P.L.) quota. 
Naturally, the subject of cash for votes 
cropped up. I narrated the above exam-
ples to him and put forth the argument 
that though he never asked money for 
his vote; in the event that he was offered 
money, he had to take the money. Re-
fusal to take the offered amount meant 
that his vote would not be counted in 
the eyes of his candidate. I told him that 
all of us know some less fortunate per-
son than us in our colonies or villages, 
and to give the money received to such 
a person. I also emphasised the point 
that donating it to the Church was 
not an option; for our churches have 
enough money, and that the money be-
longed to the poor, in the first place.

The second issue of the candidate 
seeking electoral office is even more 
perplexing for the honest voter. I have 
never agreed with the movement for 
clean elections in Nagaland, because 
what Nagaland needs is not “Clean 

Elections”, but “clean candidates”. No 
matter how many candidates there 
are and no matter how many political 
parties they represent; nowhere else in 
the world will you find a bigger collec-
tion of rogues and scoundrels seeking 
elected office. So who do we vote for? 
My way out of this dilemma is to vote 
for the less hardened criminal among 
the lot. Nagaland is a small place, with 
an even smaller population. We know 
the background of all the intending 
candidates in our constituencies, I sug-
gest we all pick the one who has com-
mitted the least sins in our eyes. Pick-
ing the “better” candidate in Nagaland 
is no less daunting making the choice 
between The Devil and The Deep Blue 
Sea. Do we choose the rocks and shoals 
of Scylla to run aground and perish on 
or opt for the Whirlpool of Charybdis to 
sink and drown in? You decide.

God save Nagaland
Kahuto Chishi Sumi

Do the NGO and Political Parties in Nagaland 
Really Reflect the Mind of the People?

The Dilemma Facing the Naga Voter  

BIBLE READ:  ISAIAH 11:1–10
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will 
lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and 

the yearling together.     
~  Isaiah 11:6

Unlikely Friends
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Rebecca Wright | The Conversation

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): See about get-
ting as active as possible today, Aries. This 
could really give your overall health a boost, 
especially if you’ve been sedentary lately. 

Try something fun like engaging in sports or taking a 
pooch for a walk. Gardening and cutting the lawn are 
other activities that are better for you than sitting all 
day. The physical movement can reduce stress and give 
you a sense of accomplishment. Every part of you ben-
efits from being active. Check it out.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Good decision 
making will be a prominent asset today, Tau-
rus. It’s an excellent time to make a list of 
things that you’ve either put off or haven’t 

been able to settle on. This doesn’t need to be things 
that are just related to work or finances. Consider put-
ting effort into your personal life as well. If there are 
issues surrounding friends, your romantic partner, or 
family, this is a great opportunity to think up options.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Your ability to 
concentrate will be enhanced today, Gemini. 
If you have studying or detailed work to tend 
to, this will be an opportune time to get to it. 

Hobbies that require a lot of focus may also strike your 
fancy. Even if a herd of stampeding elephants runs 
through your space, you aren’t likely to lose your con-
centration. Pull out your most intensive tasks and have 
a great day.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): It’s time to 
get up and get moving, Cancer. If your 
job or home life leans toward the seden-
tary, your health can suffer if you don’t 

engage in some physical activity. Not only is your 
body affected by a lack of exercise but your mind 
and emotional disposition can become depleted 
over time as well. Even a daily walk or playing a 
sport once a week can make a world of difference. 
Try something today.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): It’s a great day to 
explore your creativity, Leo. This probably 
isn’t a new thing for you, since you’re artistic. 
Staying focused on one thing can be another 

story, though. Today’s energy can give you the extra 
concentration you need to get a creative project com-
pleted. Make the most of this by either finishing some-
thing you started earlier or tackling a new project. Have 
fun expressing yourself and creating!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Taking the easy 
way out won’t tempt you in the least today, 
Virgo. This isn’t to say that you usually favor 
this approach, by any means; yet it’s safe to 

say that everyone is tempted from time to time. Not so 
for you, though, as the planetary aspects are giving you 
the strength to take all of the necessary steps, however 
long they may be. Stand your ground if a partner tries 
to convince you otherwise.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Practicality and 
planning will work well for you today, Libra. 
It’s a good time to take a long look at your fi-
nancial situation. Are you where you want to 

be? Have you got plans in place for down the road? Do 
you have sufficient cash flow? Think about what you’d 
like to improve and make some plans. You can include 
talking with a financial planner or trusted banker to 
create more options for yourself.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): It’s a super 
day to make decisions, Scorpio. You can 
sit on the fence for a little too long when it 
comes to serious choices. Seize the energy 

that flows from today’s planetary aspects, make a 
list of things that need to be decided in the areas 
of work, relationships, and finances, and go down 
the list one by one. Don’t be afraid of making a mis-
take. Better that than missing out entirely, don’t you 
think?

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): It’s a 
great day to set some of your ideas into mo-
tion, Sagittarius. The courage you need to 
forge ahead is available to you with this day’s 

planetary aspects. All you need to do is use it. If your 
thoughts aren’t clear, sit down and write your ideas out. 
Note the steps you need to take in order to get things 
rolling and then make your move. Don’t let fear or inse-
curity hold you back!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): A renewed 
sense of values and integrity may be pres-
ent for you today, Capricorn. Connecting 
with this can be extremely uplifting, as it 

can put everything into perspective for you. With your 
hardworking tendencies, it can be easy to drift from the 
things that are most important to you as a person. Make 
the most of this day by getting in touch with yourself. If 
you keep a journal, explore your mood on paper.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Settling a dis-
pute may be on your agenda today, Aquarius. 
You may find yourself getting caught smack 
in the middle of the stew if you aren’t care-

ful. If this happens, the wisest thing might be to pull 
out. When you’re in this position (especially with two 
people you care about), the outcome winds up hurt-
ing someone, and it may just be you. If you tell them 
you care about them both too much to get involved, 
chances are you’ll be far better off.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You’re likely to 
be feeling pretty energetic today, Pisces, 
making it an opportune time to do some 
much-needed cleaning and organizing. Why 

not tackle those closets, attic, and storerooms? If you 
have to work, your desk, workspace, and filing cabinets 
could use a little attention. Just think how great it will 
feel when everything is in order! Make the most of your 
energy by accomplishing as much as you can.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

A
s India’s mental health continues 
on a downward slope, small initia-
tives like teaching happiness could 
go a long way.

It is a truth universally acknowledged 
that the one true thing worth seeking out 
in this world is happiness. Not money and 
fame, even if they do in some way contrib-
ute to our in-built happiness index, but 
good old joy and comfort. But can happi-
ness be taught?

From the next academic session on-
wards, the new curriculum in schools in 
New Delhi aims to do just that. As reported 
by the Hindu, deputy chief minister and 
education minister Manish Sisodia said on 
February 8 that schools in Delhi will teach a 
“happiness curriculum”.

Before parents start fretting about how 
to prepare their children for examinations 
in such a subject, Sisodia clarified that there 
would be no formal tests and that the class-
es would be activity-based. “Their progress 
will be assessed periodically using happi-
ness index,” he added.

The justification Sisodia gave for this 
new value addition to school curriculum 
is this: “At a time when our neighbour Bhu-
tan is formulating policies to ensure a high 
Happiness Index for its citizens, by building 
an activity-based happiness curriculum for 
children studying in our schools, we can 
not only help enhance their personality but 
also influence the direction in which we are 
heading as a society and nation.”

This isn’t the first time that ‘happiness’ 
has fallen into the limelight in India. In July 
2016, Madhya Pradesh’s cabinet gave its 
nod to the proposal of forming a ‘Ministry 
of Happiness’.

According to reports, Chief Minister 

Shivraj Singh Chouhan created the minis-
try on the lines of Bhutan which measures 
prosperity of people by Gross National 
Happiness (GNH). The department was 
allocated with a budget of Rs 3.8 crore per 
year. Andhra Pradesh followed suit in 2017, 
but Scroll reported that “social activists and 
journalists believe that the idea of a happi-
ness department is nothing but a publicity 
stunt” and wrote how nothing much has 
been achieved by such departments of hap-
piness.

A worthy goal
At a time when the world is going through 
great upheaval because of terror, economic 
turbulence and a global right-wing surge, 
perhaps this is a goal well worth pursuing.

More so, beyond just teaching children 
how to beat the blues, it could help in an 
overall reduction of stress levels when it 
comes to giving examinations.

As the statistics stand today, according 
to the World Health Organization (WHO), 
there are well over 300 million people 
worldwide who suffer from depression. 
“Barriers to effective care include a lack of 
resources, lack of trained health-care pro-
viders, and social stigma associated with 
mental disorders,” WHO’s website says.

“At its worst, depression can lead to sui-
cide. Close to 800 000 people die due to sui-
cide every year. Suicide 

India doesn’t fare too well here. Since 
2014, over 26,000 students killed them-
selves, which roughly translates into a stu-
dent taking his or her own life every hour.

In fact, according to a 2012 Lancet re-
port, India has one of the world’s highest 
suicide rates for youth aged 15 to 29. Ma-
harashtra, Sikkim and West Bengal report 
the most student suicides.

“Adolescents today face new challenges, 

including rising levels of obesity, mental 
health disorders and high unemployment,” 
Dr Vikram Patel, professor of International 
Mental Health at London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine, UK, and among the 
expert researchers of the Lancet report, told 
The Indian Express.

What’s worse is that professional health 
isn’t easy to find – India has an 87% shortage 
of mental health professionals – and that 
there is a social stigma attached to it. Even 
when troubles souls confess their plight to 
friends or family, they usually get a slap on 
the back and are told to put their chin up 
and keep running the rat race.

According to an October 2016 study 
conducted among Indian university stu-
dents, Hindustan Times reported, students 
from “happy” families suffer from less de-
pression.

An unhappy nation
The Indian isn’t particularly happy, espe-
cially not when stacked up next to the rest 
of the world. We presently stand at 122 out 
of 155 countries in the World Happiness Re-
port 2017.

In fact, we became unhappier since 
2016, as India fell four notches below its 
previous rank of 118. Norway knocked 
off three-time topper Denmark to second 
place. There were followed by Iceland, Swit-
zerland, Finland, the Netherlands, Canada, 
New Zealand and Australia and Sweden.

Of course, it isn’t exactly surprising. In-
dia is a developing nation and has a more 
than just a few problems on its plate. We 
may be famous for our tenacity, but the 
World Happiness ranking takes into ac-
count factors like “GDP per capita, social 
support of having someone to count on 
in times of trouble, freedom to make life 
choices, healthy life expectancy, generosity 

and perceptions of corruption”.
But mental health is one aspect that 

deserves greater attention, particularly as 
of the total health budget, a mere 1-2% is 
spent on mental health.

More than 58 million Indians people 
suffer from depression. According to the 
Global Burden of Disease Study, depression 
became India’s tenth-biggest cause of early 
deaths in 2015. There are huge gaps in treat-
ment as National Mental Health Survey, 
conducted by the National Institute of Men-
tal Health and Neurosciences (NIMHANS), 
found. There are only 43 government-run 
mental hospitals across all of India to pro-
vide services to more than 70 million peo-
ple living with mental disorders. There are 
0.30 psychiatrists, 0.17 nurses, and 0.05 psy-
chologists per 1,00,000 mentally ill patients 
in the country.

This exactly why the Mental Health-
care Bill, 2016, which was passed in the Lok 
Sabha on March 27, 2017, and was hailed 
as a momentous reform, isn’t exactly quite 
up to the task of tackling this ever-growing 
mountain of a problem.

If your’e happy and you know it…
Bhutan, since 1971, has rejected GDP as 

the only way to measure progress and opted 
measures prosperity through formal prin-
ciples of gross national happiness (GNH) 
and the spiritual, physical, social and envi-
ronmental health of its citizens and natural 
environment.

Many countries have taken their cue 
from this, including the United Arab Emir-
ates, which decided in 2015 to create a 
ministry of happiness and tolerance. Given 
the country’s record on human rights and 
gender equality, one Human Rights Watch 
official described the new job as ‘Orwellian’ 
to the New York Times – a nod to George Or-
well’s 1984, in which the Ministry of Truth 

spreads mostly lies.
But the UAE does’t have to worry very 

much, Internationally, the country is al-
ready pretty happy – or so says the 2015 
World Happiness Report, which ranked it 
No.20 in 2016.

But it’s not the only country to cre-
ate ministries to formally address citizens’ 
happiness. Venezuela created a Minis-
try of Supreme Social Happiness in 2013, 
tasked with coordinating anti-poverty 
programmes in a country suffering from 
widespread inflation and a harsh economic 
downturn. Ecuador’s appointed a state sec-
retary of good living in 2013 to make the na-
tion more content.

Most recently, the UK appointed a “min-
ister of loneliness” to tackle the social and 
health issues caused by social isolation. 
“For far too many people, loneliness is the 
sad reality of modern life,” UK Prime Min-
ister Theresa May said. “I want to confront 
this challenge for our society and for all of 
us to take action to address the loneliness 
endured by the elderly, by carers, by those 
who have lost loved ones – people who have 
no one to talk to or share their thoughts and 
experiences with.”

As Nikhil Kovind wrote in a piece for 
The Wire last year, “We are at the heart of a 
mental health epidemic among the youth, 
whose full scope we have scarcely fath-
omed.”

“We have to accept that even the most 
well-meaning parents and family mem-
bers are not as accessible to their children 
as they may think. What young people have 
to negotiate is a very complex emotional 
ecosystem, that includes pressures of self-
image and insecurities of the future, and 
there are few life skills put in place to ad-
equately cope with deep guilt, shame, fear 
and worry.”

O
n February 6, 1918, British women – (well, 
the wealthy ones over 30) – were given the 
right to vote. And since the 1960s, women 
have been voting in British national elec-

tions at basically the same rate as men. But how is 
the rest of the world doing? Here’s a snapshot.

1. Ecuador: transgender friendly  
(at voting booths)

In Ecuador, men and women vote separately. The 
country was in the headlines last year when it de-
cided to allow transgender people to choose the 
male or female line, according to the gender with 
which they identify. Diane Rodriguez, a transgen-
der woman, described the harassment she would 
face in the male line and her relief that she could 
now vote without discrimination.

2. Vatican City: only place women  
can’t vote

The only election held in Vatican City is when car-
dinals vote for a new pope. Women cannot be car-
dinals (despite the hope a few years ago that Pope 
Francis might appoint female cardinals) and so this 
is an exclusively male electorate.

That said, the majority of Vatican City’s approxi-
mately 800 residents, including men, are excluded 
from this vote.

3. Saudi Arabia: latest place to  
let women vote

Saudi Arabia is the most recent country to grant 
women the vote. In 2015, they were given the right 
to take part in municipal elections.

Although this marked significant progress for 
Saudi women, a system of male guardianship 
makes it difficult in practice for women to vote. 
Saudi women are unable to drive themselves to the 
polling booths (though from June 2018 women will 
be granted driving permits). It’s therefore no sur-
prise that less than 10% of Saudi’s voters in the 2015 
elections were women.

4. Pakistan: one of the biggest gender gaps
Female participation in Pakistani elections is 
among the lowest in the world. Statistics from Paki-
stan’s 2013 elections showed that turnout for wom-
en voters was less than 10% in nearly 800 polling 
stations. In some areas, female voter turnout was as 

low as 3%. Although Pakistani women were given 
the vote in 1956, community and religious leaders 
in some of the most conservative parts of the coun-
try prevent women from voting.

Leaflets were circulated in the 2013 elections 
warning men not to allow female family members 
to vote because it was “un-Islamic.” These practices 
continued in 2015 local elections.

5. Sexual violence against  
women on the rise

Human Rights Watch published a report in 2017 
which documented the sexual violence against 
women in Kenya’s 2017 elections. These incidents 
were unfortunately representative of a growing rise 
in violence against women in elections. A recent 
United Nations report documents how women are 
increasingly victims of politically motivated rape 
and other forms of sexual violence, preventing 
them from participating freely in elections.

6. China: women voters vastly  
outnumbered by men

In 2017, more than 2,000 delegates attended the 
19th Congress of the Communist Party of China 
in order to plan a five-year strategy. These power-
ful delegates were elected but only Party members 
were able to vote – and 74% of those members are 
male.

Despite the gender imbalance, that means that 
nearly 23m women voters participated. The voter 
turnout among Party members was a staggering 
99.2%. By comparison, the turnout for the British 
2017 General Election was a measly 68.7%, with 
slightly more women voting than men.

A century on from votes for British women, 
progress has clearly been made around the world. 
The majority of the sexist laws that prevented 
women from voting have been repealed. However, 
there are still significant practical or cultural barri-
ers that prevent female electoral participation.

Multiple international initiatives, including 
the United Nations programme on women’s po-
litical participation, focus on removing barriers so 
women can vote. Such barriers are complex and 
multi-dimensional but include illiteracy (nearly 
two-thirds of the world’s illiterate adults are wom-
en) and childcare responsibilities which prevent 
women from leaving the home. Much more needs 
to be done before every woman can have a mean-
ingful say about the way their nation is run.

The Pursuit of Happiness: Delhi Govt. Schools to Combat Mental Health Issues

Women’s Votes: Six Amazing 
Facts From Around the World

Kaushik Chandrasekhar and Suneel Pandey | thewire.in

I
nstead of doing away with the 
Swachh Bharat cess, the Centre 
should have made sure that the 
money made its way to the mu-

nicipalities.
The introduction of Goods and 

Service Tax (GST), a singular indirect 
tax on July 1, 2017, abolished multi-
ple cesses, such as the Swachh Bharat 
Cess (SBC) and the Krishi Kalyan cess. 
The cesses were repealed to avoid a 
cascading effect on taxpayers.

The SBC, introduced on November 
15, 2015, was levied at the rate of 0.5% 
on all services that attracted service 
tax. A cess, unlike a tax, is collected 
by the government for a pre-specified 
purpose. The SBC accounted for Rs 
16,400 crore collectively during FY 
2015-16 and 2016-17. The proceeds 
from this cess were housed with the 
Consolidated Fund of India and uti-
lised for the construction of individual 
household latrines, solid and liquid 
waste management, information, 
education and communication, and 
other administrative costs under the 
Swachh Bharat Mission.

Solid waste management (SWM) 
and disposal is considered one of the 
pillars of the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, 
and is yearning for attention, with the 
government still seeking to address it 
efficiently. This is especially true when 
considering targets such as for 2019, 
when the country goes into elections, 
conscious of the promises made on 
cleaning India as a tribute to the 150th 
birthday celebrations of Mahatma 
Gandhi. The government aims to build 
sound SWM plants and achieve 100% 
door-to-door segregated garbage col-
lection by this period.

SWM is a state subject, with the 
mandate of providing services re-
lating to SWM lying with local mu-
nicipal governments. Thus, there lies 

an impending need for the govern-
ment at the Centre to prioritise SWM 
and handhold the municipalities to 
achieve excellence in the sector. The 
government response to this need has 
provided support at various levels to 
the municipalities under the Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan, ranging from prepar-
ing tender documents to providing vi-
ability gap funding.

However, it fails to address a ma-
jor gap in terms of solving the user fee 
conundrum. There are various studies 
that have dwelled upon the impor-
tance of levying a user fee to ensure 
sustainability of services relating to 
SWM. Studies have also documented 
the constraints of local governments 
in successfully collecting fees to en-
sure a source of income and timely 
payments to service providers. With 
budgetary allocations barely sufficient 
to sustain basic collection and trans-
portation services, it is critical for both 
the Centre and the states to develop 
a mechanism to address the issue of 
user fee collection.

The SBC achieved success at two 
different levels. One, it was able to 
align closely with the much spoken 
about ‘polluter pays’ principle. Two, 
it demonstrated to the government a 
fairly channelised mode of collecting 
a “fee”. This mechanism could have, 
in many ways, solved the perennial 
misery of municipalities relating to 
collecting user fees. However, as the 
proceeds of the fund went into the 
Consolidated Fund of India housed 
with the central government, the root 
problem of funding for the bodies the 
responsibility of SWM still remained 
unaddressed.

Municipalities, barring a few, are 
still seen grappling for funds to ad-
dress issues relating to SWM. The need 
of the hour was to channel the SBC ef-

ficiently to the municipalities.

What the government has lost 
by abolishing the SBC
The government has reportedly col-
lected Rs 16,500 crore during the 
two fiscal years following the SBC’s 
inception. In addition to the steady 
stream of income, the government 
has lost a significant instrument that 
has efficiently collected cess with a 
specific motive. Funnelling of pro-
ceeds from the SBC only for Swachh 
Bharat-related activities ensured 
government expenditure of the cess 
into developmental activities per-
taining to the sanitation sector. Now, 
such work will be completely up 
to the government’s priorities and 
budgetary allocations.

With the advent of the post-GST 
era, revenue sharing in terms of sep-
arate allocations for the Centre and 
states is not a foreign concept. The 
government must reassess the need, 
structure and use of the SBC in light 
of the right beneficiary. If channelled 
wisely, this may just be the oppor-
tune moment for the government to 
re-introduce the SBC and make sure 
it is utilised to address issues, such 
as user fee collection for a range of 
services offered by the municipali-
ties. Further, municipalities, in turn, 
could pass on benefits in terms of 
innovative incentives among resi-
dent’s welfare associations and citi-
zen groups to kindle positive SWM 
practices. While the Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan has a clear, progressive in-
tent, the central government must 
ensure that its priorities are achieved 
by guiding state and municipal gov-
ernments.

(Kaushik Chandrasekhar is associate 
fellow at the Centre for Waste 

Management, TERI, and Suneel 
Pandey is director, Green Growth and 

Resource Efficiency Division, TERI.)

Why Take Away the Cess Meant 
to Clean India’s Mess?



NEWS IN BRIEF
RS mourns death of former member 
Frida Topno 
New Delhi, Feb. 8 (PTI):  Rajya Sabha today mourned 
the death of its former member Frida Topno. Topno, 
who represented Odisha in the Upper House from 
April 1998 to April 2004, died on February 6 at the 
age of 92 years, Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu said 
reading out an obituary reference when the House 
met for the day. “In passing away of Frida Topno, the 
country has lost a distinguished parliamentarian 
and a dedicated social worker,” he said. Members 
stood in silence as a mark of respect to the memory 
of the departed soul. The chairman also welcomed 
a parliamentary delegation from Chile, which was 
seated in the special gallery. He hoped that during 
their stay in the country, the delegation would see 
and learn about Indian parliamentary system as 
well as its people.

Man dies after getting stuck in police 
barricade chain 
New Delhi, Feb. 8 (PTI): In a freak accident, a 
21-year-old man died after his neck got stuck be-
tween a chain used to tie two police barricades in 
north west Delhi’s Subhash Place, police said today. 
The incident took place last night when Abhishek, 
who worked as a car driver and a part-time disc 
jockey, was going home on his motorcycle, a police 
official said. His neck got stuck between the chain 
used to tie two police barricades, he said. A local 
station house officer has been sent to police lines, 
while a sub-inspector and four beat constables were 
placed under suspension for negligence, the official 
said. The cause of the death will be ascertained after 
post- mortem, he said.

Italian tourist alleges harassment in Odisha
Bhubaneswar, Feb. 8 (IANS): A woman tourist 
from Italy has lodged a complaint against a hotel’s 
staff in Odisha’s Puri alleging misbehaviour and 
harassment, police said on Thursday. “The tourist 
has alleged the hotel staff misbehaved with her. We 
are inquiring into the matter,” said officer Debasis 
Mishra. Following Fiorella Bizzaro’s complaint, Ho-
tel Krishna Residency’s proprietor Hemant Bhanja 
was detained for interrogation. The incident took 
place in the pilgrim city on Wednesday evening, said 
police. The woman said she booked a hotel room 
online in October. After her arrival on Wednesday, 
she demanded the perquisites and facilities assured 
at the time of booking. However, the hotel staff al-
legedly harassed her.

Criminal killed in encounter in Uttar Pradesh 
Sitapur (UP), Feb. 8 (PTI): A criminal was today 
killed, while another managed to flee, during a 
police encounter here, police said. Acting on a 
tip-off, Superintendent of Police Anand Kulkarni 
said that two persons were stopped at Hariharpur 
turn. As they were stopped, they started firing on 
police, he said. In the retaliatroy firing, the police 
team fired and one of the criminal, identified as 
Manoj Singh, was hit by a bullet, while another 
managed to flee, the SP said. The injured was taken 
to a hospital, but was declared brought dead there, 
he said. Sub-inspector Anil Tiwari also got injured 
and is undergoing treatment at a district hospital, 
Kulkarni said. The deceased criminal was accused 
of killing a village head and was wanted by the po-
lice, the SP said, adding that a search was on for the 
other absconding accused and he would be nabbed 
soon, the SP said.

CISF foils Naxal attack in Dantewada 
mines area
Raipur, Feb. 8 (PTI): CISF security personnel today 
foiled a Naxal attack on a security post at the NMDC 
mines area in the Dantewada district of Chhat-
tisgarh, officials said. They said the Maoists’ squad 
of 40-50 Naxals was first detected near the Bacheli 
area of the Baildila mines at around 9:45 am and an 
exchange of fire took began between the two sides. 
The CISF, that guards the mines area of the National 
Mineral Development Corporation (NMDC) in the 
district, fired at least 37 rounds of bullets and lobbed 
grenades and bombs to push back and counter the 
Naxalites. The firing continued for sometime after 
which the Naxals retreated towards the jungles on 
the Bijapur district side, they said.
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Uproar in RS over demand for 
special status to Andhra

Four arrested for helping Pakistani 
terrorist escape from Kashmir hospital 

Sitharaman holds talks with 
Tajik’s Defence minister

Punjab CM welcomes Canadian 
ministers’ stand on Khalistan

Triple talaq bill has many ‘flaws,’ says AIMPLB Maldives denies it ignored India

Maharashtra court issues arrest 
warrant against ex-AAP leader

Will treat Ram Mandir-Babri 
Masjid row as land dispute, says SC 

Andhra shutdown affects normal life

PTI

Union Minister for Defence Nirmala Sitharaman  with her Tajik 
counterpart Lieutenant General Sherali Mirzo during a delegation 
level meeting at South Block in New Delhi on Thursday.

New Delhi, Feb. 8 (PTI): 
The issue of grant of 
special status to Andhra 
Pradesh today rocked the 
Rajya Sabha as the oppo-
sition created an uproar 
over the issue, forcing 
Chairman M Venkaiah 
Naidu to adjourn the 
House till afternoon.

The issue came up 
after Minister of State for 
Science and Technology 
and Earth Sciences Y S 
Chowdary rose to sug-
gest that since the provi-
sions of Andhra Pradesh 
Reorganisation Act have 
not been implemented, 
the matter should be ad-
dressed by the Finance 
Minister when he replies 
to the debate on the gen-
eral budget. Chowdary 
blamed both the Con-
gress and the BJP for the 
“hasty passage” of the AP 
Reorganisation Act.

“In last three and half 
years, our government 
could not implement cer-
tain commitments given 
on behalf of the Act. My 
suggestion, if government 
is willing, ... is that there 
are some issues of special 

category status, bridg-
ing of resource gap and 
building of steel plant,” 
Chowdary said.

Notwithstanding this, 
the present deadlock 
“has to be unlocked, one 
should talk of coopera-
tive federalism and not 
be partly cooperative,” he 
said.  “My suggestion, my 
request is that on behalf 
of government, if they can 
commit that the Finance 
Minister while delivering 
the budget speech, they 
can commit to resolve 
the issues within 15 days,” 
Chowdary said.

In reply to this, Min-
ister of State for Parlia-
mentary Affairs Vijay Goel 
said, “I want to assure the 
member that during the 
reply of the budget, the 
Finance Minister will sort 
out their issue.” 

When members ob-
jected to the remark by 
the Minister of State, 
Naidu said the stalemate 
on the issue needs to be 
resolved and a minister 
can suggest a solution.

Vijai Sai Reddy (TRS) 
said as per the provi-

sions of the Constitution, 
a minister has a collec-
tive responsibility and 
he should resign since he 
does not agree with the 
Cabinet decision.

There were heated 
exchanges in the House 
over this and an agitated 
Chairman asked Reddy 
to sit, but he said he was 
ready to face action.

Congress member 
KVP Ramachandra Rao 
also spoke, after leav-
ing the well carrying a 
placard of “save Andhra 
Pradesh”, when the chair-
man asked him to get 
back to his seat.

After opposition cre-
ated uproar, the Chair-
man then adjourned the 
house till 2 PM.

Naidu earlier allowed 
the Question Hour to be 
dispensed with following 
a request by all the mem-
bers to take up the dis-
cussion on the budget.

Earlier during the Zero 
Hour too, the House was 
adjourned over prime 
minister’s remarks against 
Congress member Renu-
ka Chaudhary.

Amaravati, Feb. 8 
(IANS): The day-long 
shutdown called by the 
Left parties in Andhra 
Pradesh on Thursday to 
protest the “injustice” 
meted out to the state 
in the Union Budget 
2018-19 evoked total 
response, affecting nor-
mal life.

Buses of  state-
owned Andhra Pradesh 
State Road Transport 
Corporation (APSRTC) 
were off the roads 
while educational in-
stitutions, petrol bunks, 
banks and commer-
cial establishments re-
mained closed.

The CPI, the CPI-
M and several other 
smaller parties called 
the shutdown while 
the YSR Congress, the 
Congress and the Jana 
Sena extended their 
support.

The workers of rul-
ing Telugu Desam Party 
(TDP) also staged pro-

tests in various parts 
of the state to express 
solidarity with its MPs, 
who have continued 
their protest in both the 
Houses of Parliament 
to demand “justice” to 
the state.

Leaders and work-
ers of the Left parties 
took to the streets since 
early morning, staging 
road blockades. Rais-
ing slogans against the 
Modi government, they 
laid siege to the AP-
SRTC depots and did 
not allow the buses to 
come out.

In Vijayawada, lead-
ers of the Congress and 
the YSR Congress par-
ticipated in the protest.

The parties in the 
state are protesting 
lack of focus on Andhra 
Pradesh in the Budget 
and the Central gov-
ernment’s failure to 
properly implement 
the Andhra Pradesh Re-
organisation Act, 2014. 

Srinagar, Feb. 8 (IANS): Police 
on Thursday said it has ar-
rested four Kashmiri militants 
who helped a Pakistani terror-
ist break free from a Srinagar 
hospital even as a special in-
vestigation team was formed 
to probe the “criminal con-
spiracy” behind the dramatic 
escape. Additional Director 
General of Police Munir Khan 
said the arrested militants told 
police that the planning to help 
Naveed Jat alias Abu Hunzul-
lah, a dreaded Lashkar-e-Taiba 
terrorist, escape had started 
four months back.

He said searches were 
carried out at several places 
in south Kashmir’s Pulwama 
and Shopian districts dur-
ing which the four -- two 
active militants Tika Khan 
and Kachru and two of their 
overground workers -- were 
arrested. The four arrested 
were paraded before the 
media.

The LeT terrorist escaped 
after militants, in broad day-
light, attacked and killed two 

policemen escorting him to 
Srinagar’s SMHS Hospital.

He said the conspirators 
had initially planned Naveed’s 
escape from a south Kashmir 
court in Pulwama but failed.

The police officer said Tika 
and Kachru had visited Naveed 
in the Srinagar Central Jail sev-
eral times on one or the other 
pretext. 

Talking about the escape 
drama, Khan said the militants 
came to the hospital on Febru-
ary 8, mingled with people and 
positioned themselves inside 
before Naveed was brought 
there.  “When he (Naveed) en-
tered the casualty department 
of the hospital, Hilal quietly 
put a pistol in his pocket from 
which he opened fire. The 
CCTV footage shows Naveed 
running away with the pistol.

He said the police raided 
the house but unfortunately 
Naveed and Hilal had left by 
then.

“It is not ‘you could not 
catch them, they overtook us’. 
No. Appreciate officers’ efforts 

who cracked the case in lim-
ited time. We could have fired 
in the hospital but we would 
have killed civilians. We are 
police officers not terrorists. 
We don’t believe in killing in-
nocents, they do.”

Asked whether phones had 
been used inside the hospital 
to plan the escape, Khan said: 
“Yes, phones have been used 
from within the jail and direc-
tor general prisons had already 
started an inquiry.”

Asked why the LeT was so 
desperate to have Naveed out 
of prison, he said its leadership 
has virtually been wiped out in 
the valley and they wanted him 
as their new commander.

The car and the motorcycle 
used in the escape have also 
been seized. Weapons have 
been recovered from the ar-
rested militants.

Meanwhile, pictures of 
Naveed wielding a weapon 
along with two other mili-
tants have gone viral indicat-
ing that he has joined the mil-
itant ranks after his escape.

New Delhi, Feb. 8 (PTI): 
Defence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman and her Tajik 
counterpart Lieutenant 
General Sherali Mirzo 
today held extensive talks, 
exploring ways to deepen 
bilateral defence and stra-
tegic cooperation, besides 
delving into the regional 
security situation.

A range of issues of 
mutual interests as well 
as ways to boost defence 
and security coopera-
tion were discussed in the 
meeting, officials said.

Tajikistan shares a 
1,400 km-long porus bor-
der with Afghanistan and 
has immense geo-strate-
gic significance for India 
which has been providing 
military assistance to it, 
including supply of heli-
copters as part of counter-
terrorism cooperation.

India has also devel-
oped the Ayni airbase 
near the Tajik capital 

Chandigarh, Feb. 8 (IANS): Ahead of 
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Tru-
deau’s visit to Amritsar, Punjab Chief 
Minister Amarinder Singh on Thursday 
welcomed a statement by two Canadian 
federal Ministers of Indian-origin that 
they did not sympathise with the Kha-
listan demand.

Amarinder Singh, who had refused 
to meet Indian-origin Canadian De-
fence Minister Harjit Sajjan during his 
visit to Punjab in April last year, said he 
was looking forward to meeting Tru-
deau. In a statement here, Amarinder 
Singh welcomed the “categorical denial 
by Sajjan, the first Sikh to be Defence 
Minister of a western country, of taking 
a pro-Khalistani stance, and congratu-
lated Trudeau for creating the necessary 
environment against secessionist forces 
(demanding separate Sikh homeland) 
believed to be operating from his coun-
try”.

“Sajjan’s statement, carried by the 
Canadian Press on Wednesday, that he 
and fellow Sikh Minister Amarjit Sohi, 
‘neither sympathise with nor espouse 
the Sikh nationalist movement, which 
is bent on creating a separate country 
called Khalistan in India’s Punjab region’ 

indicated that the Canadian Prime Min-
ister had clearly sent out a strong signal 
within his party and government that 
he would not allow his country’s soil to 
be used for any anti-India activities,” the 
Chief Minister said.

Reiterating that he had always found 
Trudeau to be a fine human being, the 
Chief Minister said he looked forward 
to meeting the Canadian leader during 
his visit to India, including Punjab, in 
February. The Chief Minister was upset 
with Canadian authorities earlier as the 
Indian-origin Ministers and some MPs 
in Canada had openly supported the 
secessionists’ agenda for Khalistan.

The Canadian government, under 
Trudeau, had objected to Amarinder 
Singh’s Canada visit in April 2016 to meet 
Non-Resident Indians ahead of Punjab’s 
assembly elections in February 2017. 

Amarinder Singh was forced to 
cancel his visit abroad as Sikh radical 
elements and groups opposed it and 
represented to the Trudeau government.

Amarinder Singh said Canada had 
always been a friend of India, especially 
Punjab, whose people had contributed 
significantly to the western nation’s 
progress.

Hyderabad, Feb. 8 (PTI): A top 
body of Muslim clerics today 
said there are many “flaws” in 
the triple talaq bill proposed 
by the NDA government and 
vowed to work towards remov-
ing them.

The All India Muslim Per-
sonal Law Board (AIMPLB) 
claimed efforts are being 
made to enact a “very wrong 
law”.

“There is no such law in 
the whole world... an effort is 
being made to make a very 
wrong law. There are other 
such flaws. The Muslim Per-
sonal Law Board’s stand is to 

get those flaws removed,” AIM-
PLB spokesperson Moulana 
Khaleel-ur-Rehman Sajjad 
Nomani said.

He was talking to report-
ers on the eve of the 26th 
Annual General Meeting of 
the board to be held here for 
three days.

The AIMPLB spokesper-
son, however, said the board 
is not opposed to the bill but 
want the flaws removed.

The board requested all 
opposition parties to consider 
whether the bill can be passed 
in its present form.

The triple talaq bill has 

already been passed in the 
Lok Sabha and but it is yet to 
get a nod in the Rajya Sabha, 
where the BJP-led NDA lacks 
a majority.

The Muslim Women (Pro-
tection of Rights on Marriage) 
Bill, 2017, criminalises instant 
talaq and provides for up to 
three years of imprisonment 
for accused Muslim men.

Nomani alleged the bill in 
its present form would ban the 
institution of talaq itself.

The bill also enables any 
person from anywhere to com-
plain against a Muslim man 
vis-a-vis divorce, he alleged.

New Delhi, Feb. 8 (IANS): The 
Maldivian Embassy here on 
Thursday denied that its Presi-
dent Abdulla Yameen had sent 
special envoys to “friendly” Chi-
na, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia 
and not to India to explain the 
political crisis in his country.

 “A section of the Indian me-
dia has brought out news items 
stating that special envoy of the 
President has bypassed India,” 
the embassy said in a statement. 
“This is far from truth. The first 
stop of the special envoy of the 
President was India. 

“Foreign Minister of Maldives 
Mohamed Asim, the designated 

special envoy of the President, 
was scheduled (on) February 
8 to visit India but the visit was 
cancelled at the request of the 
government of India.”

According to the statement, 
Male was told the date was not 
suitable for India’s leadership 
and that it was “grossly mislead-
ing” to say the Maldivian govern-
ment was bypassing India.

On Wednesday, President 
Yameen said he was sending en-
voys to three “friendly nations” 
-- China, Pakistan and Saudi Ara-
bia.  His office said the “friendly 
nations” would be provided “up-
dates on the current situation”.

Jalgaon (Maharashtra), Feb. 8 
(IANS):  A court here on Thurs-
day issued an arrest warrant 
against anti-corruption activist 
and former Aam Aadmi Party 
leader Anjali Damania in a defa-
mation case filed by the local 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
activists. Raver Court Judge D. G. 
Malaviya issued the arrest war-
rant and directed the Santacruz 
Police in Mumbai to implement 
it, an official said.

The development came in a 
defamation case filed by the BJP 
Raver Taluka President Sunil Patil 
against Damania who had lev-
elled various allegations against 
former state minister and senior 
party leader Eknath Khadse.

During a trip to Jalgaon dis-
trict in May 2016, Damania had 
levelled a series of accusations 
against Khadse, his family mem-
bers and party workers pertain-
ing to a limousine car, a land grab 
scam in Bhosari, amassing huge 
assets and others.

In one of the matters pertain-
ing to the Bhosari land scam 
raised by Damania, Khadse, 65, 

was forced to quit as the de facto 
No. 2 in the state cabinet and has 
remained in the political wilder-
ness since then.

In September 2017, Damania 
created a sensation when she 
claimed to have received threat-
ening calls in the middle of the 
night asking her to withdraw all 
allegations against Khadse.

Patil had filed the case against 
the activist in 2016 even as Chief 
Minister Devendra Fadnavis said 
in December 2017 that an in-
quiry against Khadse was found 
to be meaningless, hinting at his 
possible rehabilitation.

The Raver Court had earlier 
issued summons several times 
to Damania to appear before it 
for the hearings in the defama-
tion case but she failed to honour 
them, and finally the arrest war-
rant was issued on Thursday.

Besides Patil, Damania faces 
a handful of other similar defa-
mation cases filed by various 
BJP activists, even as Khadse has 
dropped hints in recent weeks 
of leaving the party (BJP) for the 
injustice meted out to him. 

Ne w  De l h i , Fe b. 8 
(IANS): The Supreme 
Court on Thursday 
said it will deal with 
the Ramjanmabhoomi-
Babri Masjid case as a 
pure land dispute and 
refused to hear it on a 
day-to-day basis.

Meanwhile, the All 
India Muslim Personal 
Law Board (AIMPLB), 
which is beginning a 
crucial three-day ple-
nary in Hyderabad 
on Friday, demanded 
contempt of court pro-
ceedings against those 
speaking of building a 
Ram temple at the site 
of the razed Babri Mas-
jid in Ayodhya.

Beginning the hear-
ing, a special bench 
of Chief Justice Dipak 
Misra, Justice Ashok 
Bhushan and Justice S. 
Abdul Nazeer posted 
it for March 14, asking 
parties in the case to 
file English translations 
of the documents be-
fore it.

After senior advo-
cate Rajeev Dhavan, 
appearing for one of 
the petitioners, sought 
day-to-day hearings, 

the bench refused say-
ing: “Over 700 poor 
litigants are waiting for 
justice, we have to hear 
them.” The court also 
said it will hear at later 
stage the impleadment 
applications of those 
which were not before 
the Allahabad High 
Court.

The court was hear-
ing a batch of cross 
petitions challenging 
the 2010 Allahabad 
High Court verdict that 
had divided, in by a 
2:1 majority, the dis-
puted Babri Masjid-
Ramjanambhoomi site 
between the Nirmohi 
Akhara, Lord Ram de-
ity and the Sunni Waqf 
Board. Additional So-
licitor General Tush-
ar Mehta, appearing 
for the Uttar Pradesh 
government, told the 
court that 504 exhib-
its, including books 
such as the Ram Charit 
Manas, Ramayana and 
Bhagawat Gita, written 
in various languages, 
have been translated 
and filed in the court.

The depositions of 
87 witnesses have also 

been filed along with 
the Archaeological Sur-
vey of India’s reports as 
well as photographs. 
However, some transla-
tions are yet to be com-
pleted, he added.

The top court was 
moved challenging 
the High Court ver-
dict by petitioners M. 
Siddiqui, represented 
by his legal heirs, the 
Nirmohi Akhara, the 
UP Sunni Central Waqf 
Board, Bhagwan Shri 
Ram Virajman, All In-
dia Hindu Mahasa-
bha’s Swami Chakra-
pani, the Akhil Bharat 
Hindu Mahasabha, 
the Akhil Bharatiya Sri 
Ramjanam Bhoomi 
Punardhar Samiti and 
others.

Addressing report-
ers ahead of the AIM-
PLB meet, its spokes-
man Maulana Sajaad 
Nomani said those 
speaking of building a 
grand Ram temple at 
the site represented a 
“clear case of contempt 
of court” and that the 
court and the govern-
ment should take ac-
tion.

Dushanbe, which pro-
vided it a foothold in the 
Central Asian region.

The two countries 
have a joint working 
group on counter- ter-
rorism and both sides 
have been making efforts 
to further broaden co-
operation to contain the 
menace.

The diplomatic ties 

between the two coun-
tries also have witnessed 
steady progress in the last 
few years.

India had earlier also 
built a hospital in Farkhor 
in Tajikistan in the late 90s 
on the Tajik-Afghan bor-
der to treat the wounded 
Northern Alliance fighters 
battling against the then 
ruling Taliban regime.



9WORLD
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Friday, February 9, 2018

PTI

 Bangladesh opposition leader and former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia, 
arrives in the court for her verdict in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Thursday, 
Feb. 8 2018. 

Kim Yo-Jong

Khaleda Zia sentenced to five-
year jail term over graft charges 

Kim Jong-Un’s sister to visit S.Korea in historic first 

US military strikes kills 100 
pro-regime forces in Syria

Israel builds disputed wall along border with Lebanon

India could be behind Chinese killing — Pakistan

US Senate reaches two-year budget deal to avert govt. shutdown

China opposed to UN intervention in Maldivian crisis
EU delegation arrives in 
Maldives amid crisis

Winter Olympics: Russia 
denies launching cyber attacks

NEWS IN BRIEF
Pak Army warns India of effective re-
sponse in case of ‘any misadventure’ 
Islamabad, Feb. 8 (PTI): Pakistan’s top army gener-
als today warned India of effective response in case 
of “any misadventure”. “Indian ceasefire violations 
are detrimental to peace, however, these or any In-
dian misadventure shall be responded effectively,” 
the army said in a statement after a meeting of the 
Corps Commander’s chaired by Army chief Gen 
Qamar Bajwa. It said the commanders reviewed 
the geo-strategic and security environment espe-
cially in the context of US security-related policies 
for the region. India’s alleged ceasefire violations 
were a vital part of the discussion, it added. The 
conference agreed that the gains of war against 
terrorism will be consolidated to achieve enduring 
peace and stability both for Pakistan and the re-
gion. The commanders also said that the “national 
interest shall be kept at a premium while cooperat-
ing with all other stakeholders for regional peace 
and stability.”

Kim Jong Un: North Korea is a ‘world-
class military power’
Seoul, Feb. 8 (PTI/AFP): Nuclear-armed North 
Korea is a “world class military power”, leader 
Kim Jong Un declared at a military parade today, 
a day before the opening ceremony for the Winter 
Olympics in the South. Kim, who has overseen 
rapid progress in its nuclear and ballistic missile 
programmes, told a cheering audience in Kim 
Il Sung Square: “We ... have become capable of 
showcasing our stature as a world-class military 
power to the world.”

Seven injured in Australian hot air bal-
loon landing
Sydney, Feb. 8 (IANS): Seven people were injured 
after a hot air balloon made an emergency landing 
in Australia’s Victoria state on Thursday morning.
The victims, three men and four women aged be-
tween the 20s and 70s, sustained a range of neck, 
back, ankle and abdominal injuries and were in 
stable condition, Ambulance Victoria told Xin-
hua news agency. Paramedics were called to the 
scene at Dixons Creek, northeast of state capital 
Melbourne. The balloon, which was carrying 15 
people, including local and international passen-
gers as well as the pilot, flew for 45 minutes before 
“unusual and unanticipated” wind conditions 
forcing it to make an emergency landing, trip op-
erator Go Wild Ballooning said. 

Aftershocks hamper rescue efforts in 
Taiwan
Taipei, Feb. 8 (IANS): A series of strong aftershocks 
have hindered search and rescue efforts on Thurs-
day for victims and survivors of a magnitude-6.4 
earthquake in Taiwan that left nine people dead 
and 226 others injured. The earthquake struck the 
eastern city of Hualien on Tuesday night, reports 
Efe news. Sixty-two people remain missing, likely 
trapped under the rubble of the residential-com-
mercial Yunmen Cuidi building, which was tilting 
at an angle of almost 45 degrees, and the Meliun 
Hotel. In the early hours of Thursday, local authori-
ties issued an alarm for an aftershock which the 
US Geological Survey recorded as a 5.7-magni-
tude tremor. Taiwan’s Seismological Observation 
Centre has recorded about 200 aftershocks since 
Tuesday’s quake. Taiwan is located within the so-
called “Pacific Ring of Fire”, an area known for its 
intense seismic activity. The country suffered a 
strong 7.6-magnitude tremor in 1999, which killed 
at least 2,415 people.

Top Indian hotelier in Nepal arrested 
for drug trafficking
Kathmandu, Feb. 8 (PTI): A top Indian hotelier in 
Nepal who was wanted by the Interpol, was today 
arrested on charges of drugs trafficking. Masur 
Ahmad Lary was arrested from Maharajgunj area 
of Kathmandu, said a senior police officer of Kath-
mandu Metropolitan Police Office. The police was 
searching the hotelier after narcotic drugs were 
found inside a parcel dispatched by him from 
Kathmandu to the Netherlands during a security 
check at Frankfurt Airport in Germany, police said.
Lary is the owner of Kathmandu’s five-star Everest 
Hotel, which remained closed after its building 
developed major cracks in 2015 earthquakes. He 
has been operating the hotel in Kathmandu for 
the last 30 years.

Dhaka, Feb. 8 (IANS): 
A Bangladesh court on 
Thursday sentenced 
former Prime Minister 
and the country’s main 
opposition leader Khale-
da Zia to five years in pris-
on on corruption charges.

Amid heightened se-
curity across Bangladesh, 
the special judge’s court 
convicted the Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) 
chairperson of embez-
zling $252,000 in foreign 
donations for the Zia Or-
phanage Trust, bdnews24.
com reported.

Police tear-gassed 
thousands of Zia’s sup-
porters to break up pro-
tests before the verdict 
was announced.

In the same case, Zia’s 
eldest son and BNP’s sen-
ior Vice-Chairman Tar-
ique Rahman was given 
10 years in jail. A simi-
lar jail term was handed 
down to four of her aides.

Zia, 72, denies misus-
ing international funds 

donated to the charitable 
children’s trust. The sen-
tence means she is barred 
from parliamentary polls 
due this year. She said the 
charges were “politically 
motivated”.

The case is one of doz-
ens pending against Zia, 
who has been a rival of 
Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina for decades.

“Since the court has 

been able to prove the 
charges against her and 
considering her social 
and physical status, Zia 
has been sentenced to 
five years in jail,” the 
judge said.

Traffic was thrown 
out of gear and shops 
closed as security forc-
es took Zia to jail after 
the verdict. Prosecution 
sources told the Daily 

Star newspaper that Zia 
will be kept at the old 
Dhaka Central Jail.

“I will be back. Do not 
worry and be strong,” she 
told weeping relatives, ac-
cording to the Star.

Earlier, there were 
clashes between secu-
rity forces and opposition 
protesters who had de-
fied security measures to 
escort the car taking Zia 
to court. The trial against 
Zia centred around the 
donation intended for 
an orphanage trust set 
up when she was Prime 
Minister.

The charges against 
her had already led to 
her boycotting elections 
in 2014, which triggered 
widespread protests at 
that time.

Zia’s BNP said hun-
dreds of its supporters 
were arrested in the run-
up to the verdict, adding 
that it will hold protests 
on Friday against the con-
viction.

Seoul, Feb. 8 (PTI/AFP): 
The sister of North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-Un will 
visit the South this week 
for the Pyeongchang Win-
ter Olympics, Seoul said 
today -- the first member 
of its ruling family ever to 
do so.

Kim Yo-Jong, who is 
a senior member of the 
ruling Workers’ Party, will 
be part of a high-level 
delegation due Friday 
and led by the North’s cer-
emonial head of state, the 
unification ministry said.

The two Koreas have 
been divided by the De-
militarized Zone since 
the end of the Korean War 
in 1953, and Pyongyang’s 
pursuit of nuclear weap-
ons have seen it subject-
ed to multiple rounds of 
United Nations Security 
Council sanctions.

Tensions soared last 
year as the North carried 
out multiple weapons 
tests, including intercon-
tinental ballistic missiles 
capable of reaching the 
US mainland, and by far 
its most powerful nuclear 
test to date.

But the Olympics 

Washington, Feb. 8 (IANS): The 
US-led coalition fighting the 
Islamic State (IS) conducted air 
and artillery strikes against pro-
regime forces in Syria, killing 
over 100 fighters, the coalition 
said in a statement.

The coalition said Wednes-
day’s strikes had been carried 
out after forces allied with Syr-
ian President Bashar al-Assad 
“initiated an unprovoked at-
tack” against a well-established 
Syrian Democratic Forces 
(SDF) headquarters where 
coalition advisers were working 
with US-backed Syrian fighters, 
reports CNN.

Some 500 pro-regime 
troops carried out the attack 
using artillery, mortar fire and 
Russian-made tanks, a US mili-
tary official said.

“Syrian pro-regime forces 
maneuvered T-54 and T-72 
main battle tanks with sup-
porting mortar fire in what 
appears to be a coordinated at-
tack on the SDF approximately 
8 kilometre east of the Euphra-
tes River de-confliction line in 
Khusham, Syria,” the military 

official said.
The official said that about 

“20 to 30 artillery and tank 
rounds landed within 500 
metres” of the headquarters 
before the US-backed fighters 
and coalition forces “targeted 
the aggressors with a com-
bination of air and artillery 
strikes”.

“We estimate more than 
100 Syrian pro-regime forces 
were killed while engaging 
(Syrian Democratic Forces) 
and Coalition forces.

No coalition or US person-
nel were killed or injured, CNN 
quoted the coalition as saying.

The official said the coali-
tion suspected that pro-regime 
forces were attempting to seize 
territory, including lucrative oil 
fields, that the SDF had liber-
ated from the IS in September.

The US maintains about 
2,000 troops in Syria, who 
mostly work with the over 
50,000-strong SDF, a mix of 
Kurdish and Arab fighters who 
have been the primary US-
backed force fighting the IS in 
Syria.

Beirut, Feb. 8 (IANS): The UN Interim Force in 
Lebanon (UNIFIL) confirmed on Wednesday 
that Israel has begun to construct a controver-
sial wall along its border with Lebanon.

“We are in contact with the parties on both 
sides of the border to resolve this issue and 
prevent any tension or escalation,” UNIFIL 
spokesperson Andrea Tenenti said in a state-
ment carried by the National News Agency 
(NNA), Xinhua reported.

Tenenti added that the peacekeeping force 
is “fully engaged with both parties in order to 
find common solutions”.

Lebanese and Israeli military officials had 
attended regular UN-sponsored talks on the 
border on Monday.

Tenenti said both parties demonstrated 
their commitment to preserve stability.

Israel has in recent days escalated its threats 

against Lebanon over Lebanon’s invitation for 
offshore gas exploration bids on the maritime 
border between Lebanon and Israel.

Israeli Defence Minister Avigdor Lieberman 
has described as “very provocative” Lebanon’s 
exploration tender and suggested that Lebanon 
had put out invitations for bids from inter-
national groups for a gas field “which is by all 
accounts ours.”

His comments drew sharp condemnation 
from Lebanese officials. Prime Minister Saad 
Hariri described Lieberman’s comments as a 
“blatant provocation that Lebanon rejects.”

Earlier on Wednesday, Lebanon’s Higher 
Defence Council instructed the country’s 
military to confront Israel if it goes ahead with 
plans to build the controversial border wall, 
labelling it as an “aggression” against Lebanese 
sovereignty.

Islamabad, Feb. 8 (IANS): India 
could be involved in the target-
ed killing of a Chinese national 
in Karachi, Pakistan’s Interior 
Minister Ahsan Iqbal has said.

Iqbal made the comments 
in an interview to the BBC. He 
also claimed that India’s intel-
ligence agency RAW was in-
volved in sabotaging the China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) projects.

“New Delhi continues to 
dedicate a sizeable amount of 
money towards covert opera-
tions that aim to sabotage CPEC 
projects,” the Express Tribune 
on Thursday cited Iqbal as tell-
ing the BBC.  “Representatives 
of our neighbour country have 
gone on record to say that India 
is against the deepening trade 
partnership between Pakistan 
and China. 

“The recent target killing of 
the Chinese national is another 
link of this espionage chain,” he 
added. The Chinese national 
working with a shipping com-
pany was shot dead in Karachi 
on Monday.  Last year, two Chi-
nese citizens were kidnapped 
and killed in Quetta. In the wake 
of growing attacks, China had 
issued a safety advisory to its 
citizens living in Pakistan.

Washington, Feb. 8 (PTI): The 
US Senate today reached a rare 
bipartisan compromise to avert 
another crippling government 
shutdown by reaching a two-
year budget deal to raise spend-
ing on military and domestic 
programmes by almost USD 
300 billion.

The deal, agreed upon by 
both the Democratic and Re-
publican leaders of the Senate, 
was immediately welcomed by 
the White House.

Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell and Sen-
ate Minority Leader Charles 
Schumer announced the budg-
et deal in the House of Repre-
sentatives.

“I am very pleased to an-
nounce that we have reached a 
two-year budget deal to lift the 
spending caps for defence and 

urgent domestic priorities far 
above current spending levels,” 
Schumer said.

He added that there were 
still a few final details to work 
out but all the principles of the 
agreement were in place.

“The budget deal does not 
have everything Democrats 
want, it does not have every-
thing the Republicans want, 
but it has a great deal of what 
the American people want,” 
Schumer said in his speech on 
the House Floor.

He said the budget deal was 
a “genuine breakthrough” after 
months of legislative logjams.

“After months of fiscal 
brinkmanship, this budget 
deal is the first real sprout of 
bipartisanship. And it should 
break the long cycle of spend-
ing crises that have snarled 

this Congress and hampered 
our middle class,” Schumer 
said.

The US government of-
ficially shutdown on January 
20 for the first time in five 
years after the Senate rejected 
a short-term spending bill to 
keep the federal government 
running.

The shutdown gradually 
ended after Trump signed a 
bill to end the shutdown after 
striking a deal with Democrats 
to hold a debate on the future 
of over 700,000 young undocu-
mented immigrants, including 
thousands of Indians.

White House Press Sec-
retary Sarah Sanders said it 
was pleasing that Congress 
has been able to meet the 
Trump administration’s de-
fence spending requirement 

and come together on a two-
year spending bill. “This bill 
achieves our top priority, a 
much-needed increase in fund-
ing for our national defence. 
This still also increases budget 
caps, ends the sequester, and 
provides certainty for the next 
two years,” she told reporters.

Sanders said defence spend-
ing will match the request made 
by the Pentagon and will reflect 
what the President Donald 
Trump signed into law with the 
National Defence Authorisa-
tion Act.

“Additionally, this bill in-
creases the debt ceiling till 
March of 2019, which moves us 
away from crisis-to-crisis budg-
eting. It also ensures funding 
for our other critical priorities, 
including rebuilding America’s 
crumbling infrastructure, tack-

ling the opioids epidemic and 
taking care of our great veter-
ans,” Sanders said.

Making an appearance in 
the White House briefing room, 
Defence Secretary Jim Mattis 
said he felt happy that Congress 
recognises the “sobering effect” 
of budgetary uncertainty on 
America’s military and on the 
men and women who provide 
for the nation’s defence.

House Speaker Paul Ryan 
said with this agreement they 
are breaking the logjam on a 
number of priorities for the 
American people.

However, House Demo-
cratic leader Nancy Pelosi said 
she would oppose the deal un-
less Ryan agrees to a commit-
ment to consider legislation to 
protect young undocumented 
immigrants.

Beijing, Feb .8 (IANS): China on 
Thursday hinted that it was op-
posed to any UN intervention in 
the Maldivian political crisis.

The UN Security Council will 
discuss the crisis in the Maldives 
where President Abdulla Yameen 
has imposed a state of Emer-
gency and arrested Chief Justice 
and former head of state Abdul 
Gayoom. “China has followed 
closely the situation in the Mal-
dives. China thinks that the cur-
rent situation and dispute in the 
Maldives are its internal affairs,” 
Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Geng Shuang said here.

He was answering to a ques-
tion if China will support UN’s 
mediation in the crisis.

“China is willing to maintain 
close communication with rel-
evant parties on the situation in 
the Maldives so as to restore the 
normal order as soon as possi-
ble,” Geng added.

On Tuesday, UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres ap-
pealed to the Maldivian gov-

ernment to lift the state of 
Emergency.

China - a permanent mem-
ber of the Security Council -- has 
already opposed any outside in-
terference in the internal affairs 
of the Maldives after its former 
President Mohamed Nasheed 
repeatedly sought India’s mili-
tary intervention in the Indian 
Ocean atoll nation. Nasheed, a 
pro-India leader ousted in 2012, 
has accused China of grabbing 
land and backing Yameen.

Responding to Nasheed’s 
allegations, Geng said: “I think 
that kind of remarks is totally 
wrong. When Nasheed was 
President, China had offered 
assistance to the Maldives. The 
pragmatic cooperation had 
achieved a lot of outcomes. I 
don’t know whether Nasheed 
will regard such kind of coop-
eration as grabbing.

China has deep strategic in-
terests in the Maldives, which sits 
close to the international ship-
ping lanes in the Indian Ocean.

Male, Feb. 8 (IANS): A special 
delegation from the European 
Union (EU) has arrived in the 
Maldives amid the ongoing po-
litical crisis in the country.

The EU delegates met the op-
position leaders and heard their 
concerns regarding the current 
developments. The delegation 
also met the leaders of the ruling 
Progressive Party of Maldives, 
en.mihaaru.com reported on 
Thursday. 

 Following President Abdulla 
Yameen’s imposition of a state of 
emergency, there was a chorus of 
international concern. India, Sri 
Lanka, the US, UK and Germany 
had called the Maldivian govern-
ment to immediately implement 
the February 1 Supreme Court 
ruling to release exiled former 
President Mohamed Nasheed 
and nine other high-profile po-
litical prisoners.

Moscow, Feb. 8 (IANS): The 
Russian Foreign Ministry 
has denied launching cyber 
attacks against the forth-
coming PyeongChang Win-
ter Olympic Games slated to 
be held from Friday in South 
Korea.

“We are aware that 
Western media are plan-
ning to throw in pseudo-in-
vestigations on the issue of 
the Russian trace in hacker 
attacks on information re-
sources related to holding 
the Winter Olympic Games 
in South Korea,” the minis-
try said in a statement late 
Wednesday. 

No evidence will be 
certainly produced to the 
world, as before.”

The statement said 
that the accusations of 
the “Russian threat” in cy-
ber space were fuelled by 
“countries that are build-

ing up their own military 
cyber potential, while 
conducting illegal sur-
veillance and violating 
human rights”, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

Me d i a  r e p o r t s  o n 
Wednesday said that cy-
ber security researchers 
had found indications that 
Russia-based hackers may 
be planning attacks against 
anti-doping and other Ol-
ympic organisations in 
retaliation for Moscow’s 
exclusion from the Games 
scheduled to last till Febru-
ary 25.

The International Ol-
ympic Committee banned 
Russia following an investi-
gation into scandals about 
Russian athletes doping in 
the 2014 Winter Games. 

The Russian athletes 
have to compete as neutrals 
in PyeongChang.

have triggered a rapid 
rapprochement on the 
peninsula.

“It is highly significant 
that a member of the Kim 
family is coming to the 
South for the first time in 
history,” said professor 
Yang Moo-Jin of the Uni-
versity of North Korean 
Studies in Seoul.

She was likely to meet 
South Korean President 
Moon Jae-In and give him 
a personal letter from her 
brother, expressing his 
hopes for a successful 
hosting of the Olympics 
and a desire to improve 
inter-Korean ties, he add-
ed.

“This will mark Kim 
Yo-Jong’s debut on the 

international stage,” Yang 
told AFP. “She is being 
groomed as one of the 
North’s most powerful 
figures by her brother.” 

Kim Yo-Jong, believed 
aged about 30, was pro-
moted in October to be an 
alternate member of the 
party’s powerful politbu-
ro, the decision-making 
body presided over by her 
brother. She has frequent-
ly been seen accompany-
ing her brother on his 
“field guidance trips” and 
is known to have been 
involved in the party’s 
propaganda operations.

US Vice President 
Mike Pence will also at-
tend Friday’s opening cer-
emony in Pyeongchang 

and has not ruled out 
meeting North Koreans.

Pence’s presence may 
have been a factor in 
Kim’s decision to send 
his sister, professor Koh 
Yu-Hwan at Dongguk 
University told AFP.

“Her trip will create 
a media frenzy, stealing 
the show from Vice Presi-
dent Pence who wants 
to highlight the North’s 
human rights abuses and 
sanctions-defying nu-
clear drive,” he said.

Kim Jong-Un is the 
third generation of the 
dynasty to lead the coun-
try, after his father Kim 
Jong-Il and grandfather 
Kim Il-Sung, the North’s 
founder. Kim Jong-Il fa-
thered both Kim Jong-Un 
and Kim Yo-Jong with 
his third partner, former 
dancer Ko Yong-Hui.

But  other  family 
members have not fared 
so well -- Kim Jong-Un’s 
uncle was executed for 
treason two years after 
the younger man came 
to power, and his half-
brother was assassinated 
in a Malaysian airport 
last year.
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Temsumongba Ozukum featuring various artists released a music video in the name of clean election titled ‘Nuchiba Dangi Shilangdi’ 
on Feb. 8 at East Dimapur Ao Baptist Church.

Project Director of Dimapur DRDA H Atokhe Aye inaugurating a fast-food stop ‘Lunch Box Café’ at Lengrijan 
in Dimapur on Thur.

Designer Nicole Richie loves the “amazing” power of make-
up to transform and enhance. “Make-up has power. You can 
transform yourself into another being, which I think is really 
amazing. I know women who feel most like themselves when 
they have a full face of make-up on and that makes them 
feel strong about themselves,” Richie told people.com. “We as 
women have every tool that we need in order to feel our strongest. 
best self. I don’t think that makeup has to hide you. I think it can 
accentuate what you already have,” she added. Richie said 
she feels most empowered by fashion and her choice of 
clothes is very much influenced by her mood. (IANS)

Make-up has power —Nicole Richie

My imperfections motivated     
me most , says Gigi Hadid

A voice, a muse in Clean Election 

M
odel Gigi 
Hadid 
says 
that her 
mistakes 

made her a better 
individual and her 
imperfections 
motivated her 
the most.

“Working 
out isn’t only 
physical for 
me. It’s mental. 
It helps me 

escape the 
noise in my 
head. It’s the 
only time 

my mind 
goes quiet,” 
Hadid, who 
is also the 
Reebok 
Brand Am-

bassador, said in a statement.
“When I was a competi-

tive athlete, I used to be so 
focused on being perfect that 
my coaches would take me 
out of competing all together. 
I’d focus on my mistakes 
which would breed more mis-
steps - a domino effect. Until I 
learned to change the chan-
nel, to refocus, reset. It was my 
mistakes, my imperfections 
that motivated me most,” she 
added.

Hadid is once again mak-
ing a bold, hip statement with 
her versatile look in the all-
new Reebok Pump Supreme 
which is a part of the brand’s 
Spring Summer collection 
2018.

Commenting on the 
launch, Silvia Tallon, Senior 
Marketing Director, Reebok 
India said: “Sneakers are 

TiCkET rATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 2 pm, 8 pm: 
Padmaavat (Hindi)

5 pm: Maze Runner: 
The Death Cure

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all connect 
to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

Eastern Mirror: To start off.....an intro of your-
self to those who haven’t heard about you yet

Atto Achumi: Well, my name is Atto 
Achumi from Pughoboto and currently based in 
Kohima. I’m a fun loving person who loves music..

Eastern Mirror: Your journey with music so 
far......

Atto Achumi: So far, I have released 3 songs 
under my belt and I am quite happy with how it 
went. But I do need to keep improving.

So, I am trying and working hard to keep 
up the pace and hopefully will get my music 
where I want it to be.

Eastern Mirror: A recall of your first stage per-
formance.....

Atto Achumi: My first stage performance 
was when I was in the 5th standard. It was a trio 
performance, along with my dad and sister. I don’t 
know how we sang, but we got another request to 
sing the same song. It was on Christmas eve.

Eastern Mirror: What is your main focus when it 
comes to composing? And how many have you 
composed till date?

Atto Achumi: Well, I like to keep things 
simple. I use simple words and phrases while 
composing. And yes, all my songs are directly or 
indirectly related to my real life experiences or 
situations. I think I  have composed around 20 or 
more songs, so far.

Eastern Mirror: What is your debut “Beautiful” 
all about?

Atto Achumi: It’s about perfection and 
beauty of a woman in an imaginary world.

Eastern Mirror: How was your experience on 
being one of the finalists of Naga Orpheus Hunt 
(Naga Idol) 2015 like?

Atto Achumi: Looking back now, I’m very 
grateful for the experience. It has no doubt helped 
me to be better, wiser and in a way, change the 
way I look at music.

I am very happy that I was a part of it.

Eastern Mirror: What kind of songs do you focus 
on?

Atto Achumi: I lean mostly towards pop 
genre, but I do listen to all types of music.

Eastern Mirror: According to you, how has the 
music scenario becomecompared to the past 
days?

Atto Achumi: Hands down, without a 
doubt, we have come a long way from where it 
was back then. Now, we are exposed to lots of op-
portunities and technology has very much played 
its part. I think the present generation are blessed 
to have much easier access to music and stuffs.

 Eastern Mirror: Any message to your fans?
Atto Achumi: Yes, I do have many things to 

say, but I will keep it simple: 
Thank you so much for your constant sup-

port and believing in my music. I’m very grateful 
for everything. I hope to continue making good 
music and atleast bring some changes in the lives 
of the people who believe in me.

Atto Achumi one of the finalists of Naga Orpheus Hunt 2015 is a young 
and talented artist. He recalls his first stage performance when he sang alongside 
his father and sister. Now the budding musician from Pughoboto has released 3 
originals.

His debut ‘Beautiful’ is said to be about perfection and beauty of a woman in an 
imaginary world. He believes in using simple words and phrases while composing, 
which are directly or indirectly related to his life-experience.

‘Rhythm of Love’ today shares exclusive insights about the singer....

an all-time favourite, 
especially for today’s 
millennials as they can 
be teamed with just 
about anything making 
the sporty chic look the 
new trend setter. We are 
confident that the new 
launch will soon become 
the defining icon of 
fashion in India, as it has 
globally. “

IANS
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Artist’s impression of the special zone around every star where liquid water can exist on the surface of its 
planet, which is called the habitable zone

Dome of the new telescope coming up at Hanle. The Himalayan Chandra Telescope is in the background.

Are we alone in this universe? Big 
data algorithms may help find answer

India gets robotic telescope to 
keep an eye on dynamic cosmos

Over a bn smartphones to have facial recognition in 2020

Google Photos gets AI-powered video feature

Hyderabad, Feb. 7 (India 
Science Wire): The search 
for life outside the earth is 
all set to get intensified. In-
dian astronomers have de-
veloped a new technique 
to know if any of the newly 
discovered exoplanets - 
planets outside our solar 
system –  are potentially 
habitable.

Till now over 3500 
exoplanets have been dis-
covered and scientists es-
timate that the number 
could run into billions in 
our galaxy alone and tril-
lions in the observable uni-
verse. The earth, according 
to astrophysicists, is actu-
ally an average planet and 
our solar system may not 
be unique in the sense of 
its ability to support life. 
In this scenario, efforts are 
on to find if there are life-
harbouring and earth-like 
planets. 

The technique devel-
oped by Indian scientists is 
based the emerging under-
standing that habitability 
need not be defined solely 
from the perspective of the 
earth or the solar system 
we are part of. So far, the 
search for life has been 
confined to stellar habit-
able zones where liquid 
water exists on surface, 
but now it has expanded to 
galactic and even universe 
habitable zones. 

Habitability depends 
on an understanding of 
physical planetary param-
eters like orbital properties, 
chemical composition, 
mass, radius, density, sur-
face temperature, distance 
from parent star, and tem-
perature or mass of parent 
star. Applying these param-
eters to each of the newly 
discovered exoplanets one 

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1729SUD0KU 1569
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1728

ACROSS
1. Shhhh!
6. Chieftain
10. Soviet Union
14. Heart artery
15. Lubricate (abbrev.)
16. Slight hits
17. King of Thebes (Greek 

mythology)
18. Writer/satirist ____ Bombeck
19. Teacher
20. Backpack
22. Removes dirt
24. Confined
25. More grim or austere
26. Flexible
29. A discharge of a weapon
30. Wedding band
31. Between cities
37. Deposit of sand and gravel
39. Mineral-bearing rock
40. Tranquility
41. Genus that includes the 

maypop and passionflower
44. Printer and monitor 

manufacturer
45. Trolley
46. Gave praise
48. Muslim crier for daily prayers
52. Actress ____ Moore
53. Irritates
54. Conclusion or judgment
58. Enforced security for a debt
59. Tennis star ____ Lendl
61. Funeral hymn or lament
62. Scholarly book
63. Haughty manner
64. “Night lights”
65. Collections of anecdotes
66. On Cloud ____
67. Beliefs

DOWN
1. Loot or pillage
2. Brass wind instrument
3. Compound found in urine
4. Obstructions
5. “Dave Brandstetter” series 

author Joseph ______

6. Select by voting
7. Gloom
8. Computer company
9. Nuclear power generator
10. Higher in place
11. Plastic wrap
12. Rock 
13. Russian Soviet Federative 

Socialist Republic
21. Against
23. Slackening
25. Diaphanous
26. Preposition (abbrev.)

27. Actress ____ Kudrow
28. Pigmented liquids for 

writing
29. US Senator _____ 

Thurmond
32. Pitching great _____ Ryan
33. Essential
34. Data transmission speed
35. Highest point of attainment
36. Require
38. Fancy (slang) 
42. Relating to Friesland in 

Holland

43. Actor Sir ____ Guinness
47. Among
48. Mediterranean island 

republic
49. Labor organization
50. Bowel cleansing
51. Areas
52. Compact
54. Mend by weaving thread
55. Modern day Persia
56. Beast or monster
57. Structure made by a bird
60. Roman numeral for 7

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1568

by one is going to be a time 
consuming and tardy task. 

Indian researchers have 
automated this process 
by using data analysis and 
machine learning tech-
niques –  an exercise which 
represents an emerging 
discipline called astroin-
formatics that combines 
astronomy and computing. 
The new technique was pre-
sented at the 36th session 
of the Astronomical Society 
of India (ASI) being held at 
Osmania University here. 

The present approach 
to look for life on planets 
outside the solar system 
is to search for earth-like 
conditions or planets simi-
lar to the earth, what we 
call ‘earth similarity’ and 
also for possibility of life in 
a form known or unknown 
to us, meaning ‘habitabil-
ity’. For this, two indices 
used are Earth Similarity 
Index (ESI) and Planetary 
Habitability Index (PHI).

“We have proposed a 
different metric - a Cobb-
Douglas Habitability Score 
(CDHS) - which computes 

the habitability score by 
using measured and es-
timated planetary input 
parameters like radius, 
density, escape velocity 
and surface temperature 
of a planet. The values of 
the input parameters are 
normalized to the Earth 
Units. The metric, with 
exponents accounting 
for metric elasticity, has 
analytical properties that 
ensure global optima, and 
can be scaled up to ac-
commodate more input 
parameters,” explained 
Margarita Safonova of 
Bangalore-based M P Birla 
Institute of Fundamental 
Research, and a member 
of the research team, while 
speaking to India Science 
Wire.

The Cobb-Douglas 
Habitability Score has ac-
tually been derived from 
an economic theory first 
proposed in 1920s. “Us-
ing known parameters of 
each exoplanet, like den-
sity, radius, escape velocity 
and surface temperature, 
our sophisticated model 

predicts a score for each 
planet, by comparing it to 
the Earth. These scores are 
fed into powerful machine 
learning and artificial intel-
ligence algorithms that can 
group these planets into 
various classes of habit-
ability potential”, said Prof 
Jayant Murthy of Indian 
Institute of Astrophysics, 
Bangalore.

The new metric has 
been applied to the exo-
planet Proxima b orbiting 
the nearest star (Proxima 
Centauri) to the Sun. There 
is expectation that Proxima 
b is potentially habitable, 
since it is located in the 
star’s habitable zone and 
its mass is 1.27 the earth’s 
mass. Though it orbits its 
star eight times closer than 
Mercury, the amount of 
energy it receives is 2/3rd 
of what the earth receives 
from the sun, raising the 
possibility that liquid water 
can exist on the surface.

“We computed the 
habitability score CDHS 
of Proxima b using radius, 
density, escape velocity 

and surface temperature, 
only surface temperature 
and radius, stellar flux 
and radius, and stellar 
flux and mass. According 
to our classification algo-
rithm, Proxima b falls in 
the ‘Earth-League’”, said 
Safonova. Earth’s habit-
ability ‘floor function value’ 
is 1, and the difference be-
tween its CDHS and the 
earth’s CDHS is within the 
acceptable threshold.

“Our algorithm em-
phatically exhibits poten-
tial habitability of Proxima 
b, matching with estimate 
the Planetary Habitability 
Laboratory at the Univer-
sity of Puerto Rico which 
maintains the catalogue of 
all exoplanets,” she added. 
“This indicates that the 
model may be extended 
for a quick check of the 
potential habitability of 
newly discovered exoplan-
ets in general. We have cre-
ated a web page (https://
habitabilitypes.wordpress.
com/) for this project to 
host all relevant data and 
results including datasets, 
figures, animation video 
and a graphical abstract.”

Snehanshu Saha, Kakoli 
Bora, S. Agrawal, Swathi 

Routh and Anand 
Narasimhamurthy 

are also members of 
the research project, 

which was conducted by 
astronomers from Indian 

Institute of Astrophysics, 
PES University and 

MPBIFR.  The work is 
funded and supported 

by Vision Group on 
Science and Technology 

(VGST), Government 
of Karnataka, and the 

Inter-University Centre 
for Astronomy and 

Astrophysics (IUCAA).

Hyderabad, Feb. 8 (India Science Wire): 
Stars and galaxies in theuniverse may 
appear to be static to us as they are lo-
cated millions oflight years away. But the 
universe is actually dynamic with event-
soccurring in timescales much shorter 
– years, days and even hours.India is now 
joining a global network to monitor the 
dynamic cosmos.

A new telescope is getting ready for 
commissioning at the IndianAstronomi-
cal Observatory at Hanle in Ladakh, as 
part of aninternational network specifi-
cally designed to watch dynamic events 
ortransient objects in the universe. The 
programme is called GlobalRelay of Ob-
servatories Watching Transients Happen 
(GROWTH).

Observatories in this network are 
located in a way that will allowuninter-
rupted observation of transient events.

“A lot of interesting objects and events 
occur in the universe whichneed to be 
caught very young and soon after they 
happen, such assupernovae, gamma ray 
bursts, active galacticnuclei, and many 
more. They are called transients becau-
seelectromagnetic signature radiated as a 
result is transient in nature.Gravitational 
wave events too fall in this category,” 
explained G CAnupama, the Indian 
principal investigator of the project at 
the Indian Instituteof Astrophysics, while 
speaking to India Science Wire here.

The facility will also track asteroids. 
“Near-earth asteroids arenot transients in 
the sense of their light emitting capability, 
butthey do come close to the earth and 
that is when you need totrack them. This 
time period is very short. In this sense, 
they are transient in terms of time,” said 
Anupama.

The new 70 cm telescope is much 
smaller than the 2 meter Himalayan-
Chandra Telescope at Hanle. “HCT is 
already over-booked, whilethe new tele-
scope will be purely for observing tran-
sients. It isdifferent from HCT in the sense 
that it will only be an imagingtelescope 
and all spectroscopy will happen at HCT,” 

Anupama said.
The fully robotic telescope costing Rs. 

3.5 crore has been funded by theScience 
and Engineering Research Board (SERB) 
of the Department ofScience and Tech-
nology. “The telescope is equipped with a 
sensitivecamera that can detect some of 
the faint transients found by ourpartner 
survey telescopes like the Zwicky Tran-
sient Facility at Palomar, California,” she 
added. The new facility will becommis-
sioned this summer.

The telescope will be remotely oper-
ated from IIA’s Centre ForResearch and 
Education in Science and Technology 
near Bangalore. Thefacility houses the 
control room for remote operations of the 
HCTand is the data hub for the telescope. 
The new telescope will beprogrammed 
to directly communicate with various 
ground-based andspace-based surveys 
that are searching for transient sources.

Transient events in the universe are 
caused due to several factorssuch as 
relatively benign flares on stars, accre-
tion of matter oncompact objects, stellar 
mergers and explosions. All this results 
in aflash in the sky for a period and then 
slowly fades away. By capturingthese 
electromagnetic signatures, astronomers 
try to gain an insight about cosmic ob-
jects as well as physical processes that 
govern theirevolution. Finding such 
objects requires continuous monitoring 
oflarge areas of the sky. Telescopes de-
ployed for ‘transientsurveys’ are usually 
small, wide-field instruments but they 
can’t see very faint objects.

According to Dr. Mansi Kasliwal, who 
is heading GROWTH project atCaltech, 
the project is “primarily looking at opti-
cal transientsfrom a host of different 
observatories to build a more complet-
epicture of the physical processes of 
their evolution. The network has18 ob-
servatories in the Northern Hemisphere. 
As the earth rotates anddaylight creeps, 
the network switches observations to 
facilitieswestward that is still enjoying 
night-time.”

New Delhi, Feb. 8 (IANS): 
Facial recognition technology 
from Apple and Samsung will 
prompt other manufactur-
ers to include the feature in 
their devices, a report said on 
Thursday, adding that one 
billion smartphones will have 
some form of a face unlock 
solution in 2020.

According to a report by 
market research company 
Counterpoint Research, this 
development could lead to 
facial recognition becoming 
the de-facto standard for un-
locking phones and the grad-
ual elimination of fingerprint 
sensors in smartphones. 

“The diffusion of facial 
recognition technology into 
lower tier price bands will 
be faster than any other flag-
ship feature due to 2D facial 
recognition being native on 
the Android platform,” said 
Pavel Naiya, Senior Analyst at 
Counterpoint Research.

“However, according to 

our estimates, close to 60 per 
cent of all smartphones with 
facial recognition will use 
3D technology in 2020. Data 
collected from multiple 3D 
sensors will assist emerging 
technologies like Augmented 
Reality, Virtual Reality and Ar-
tificial Intelligence to widen 
their use cases,” he added.

When talking about bio-
metrics in terms of security 
and convenience, the firm 
found that convenience is 
generally more important 
than security to most con-
sumers.

“There are certainly sit-
uations where looking di-
rectly at a smartphone will 
be inconvenient, such as 
when walking briskly along 
a crowded street”, Peter Rich-
ardson, Research Director 
at Counterpoint Research, 
added.

“In such cases, a finger-
print sensor may well be 
more convenient and quicker 

as it does not require the user 
to look directly at the device 
and could even be unlocked 
as it is being removed from 
the user’s pocket or bag,” 
Richardson added. 

“Face ID is well-suited 
for applications that require 
higher security, such as mo-
bile payments, and where 
speed is not necessarily of 
essence. In such cases, con-
sumers may be happy to 
wait longer, say 2-3 seconds, 
in return for a much higher 
level of security,” added Rich-
ardson.

Even though companies 
have been working on con-
tactless authentication, pre-
dominantly to accommodate 
larger screens, Counterpoint 
Research said that the finger-
print sensor is far from dead.

Counterpoint’s Compo-
nent Tracker estimated that 
more than a billion smart-
phones sporting fingerprint 
sensors will be shipped in 2018. 

Small asteroid to closely 
pass by Earth today
Washington, Feb. 8 (IANS): An asteroid, estimated 
to be between 15 and 30 metres in size, will safely 
pass by Earth on Friday, NASA has said.

The celestial object, designated asteroid 2018 
CB, will pass closely by Earth at around 5.30 pm 
EST (4 am Saturday India time), at a distance of 
about 64,000 kilometres, which is less than one-
fifth the distance of Earth to the Moon.

“Although 2018 CB is quite small, it might well 
be larger than the asteroid that entered the atmo-
sphere over Chelyabinsk, Russia, almost exactly 
five years ago, in 2013,” said Paul Chodas of NASA’s 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, California. 

“Asteroids of this size do not often approach 
this close to our planet -- maybe only once or twice 
a year,” Chodas said. 

What is interesting to note is that the asteroid 
was discovered by astronomers at the NASA-
funded Catalina Sky Survey (CSS) in Arizona very 
recently -- on February 4.

Another asteroid discovered by CSS on the 
same day passed by Earth on Tuesday. 

Asteroid 2018 CC was estimated to be between 
15 and 30 metres in size.

Its close approach to Earth came at 3.10 p.m. 
EST at a distance of about 184,000 kilometres, 
NASA said.

New Delhi, Feb. 8 (IANS): 
Google India on Thursday 
launched a feature on 
Google Photos that uses 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
to help users create and 
share videos ahead of Val-
entine’s Day.

“Beginning today, us-
ers can turn their photos 
into themed movies via 
the Google Photos app 
or on the web, with a few 
clicks,” the company said 

in a statement.
Google Photos uses 

Machine Learning (ML) 
capabilities to select the 
best moments based on 
users’ choices, adds a 
fitting soundtrack and 
produces a custom mov-
ie for them. Users have 
the power create a video 
whenever they want.

“If users want to tweak 
the result, they can edit 
the movie with the movie 

editor in the iOS or An-
droid app,” the tech giant 
added.

Users can choose from 
a range of themes, includ-
ing “They Grow Up So 
Fast” and “Meow Movie”.

Google Photos is a 
photo-sharing and stor-
age service developed by 
Google. It was announced 
in May 2015 and spun out 
from Google+ -- the com-
pany’s social network.
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Virat Kohli and wrist-spin 
trample South Africa, again

Venuzo Dawhuo is Chakhesang 
wrestling champion

Evra returns to English 
football, joins West Ham

Venuzo Dawhuo (arms aloft) and other top three wrestlers at Chetheba local ground on Jan. 8.
EM Images

Cape Town, Feb. 8 (PTI): 
Skipper Virat Kohli pro-
duced yet another mas-
terclass before wrist-spin-
ners came to the party 
to hand India a massive 
124-run win in the third 
ODI against South Africa 
here, giving the visitors an 
unassailable 3-0 lead in 
the series.

Last night's win, thus, 
took India one step closer 
to a maiden series triumph 
in South Africa. Kohli reaf-
firmed his status as an ODI 
great with an unbeaten 
160 off 159 balls on a chal-
lenging surface, propelling 
India to 303 for six.

It was the 34th ODI 
hundred for the Indian 
captain, who is now 15 
shy of Sachin Tendulkar's 
mark of 49. Kohli has been 
simply unstoppable in the 
50-over format of late and 
today's match-winning 
effort was his fourth three-

figure score in the last six 
ODIs. It was also his sec-
ond hundred of the series 
and third of the tour.

While most Indian 
batsmen struggled af-
ter South Africa opted to 
bowl, Kohli made batting 
look easy. Shikhar Dhawan 
too stood out with a fluent 
76 off 63 balls.

South Africa started 
the chase on a promising 
note with captain Aiden 
Markram (32) and JP Du-
miny (51) sharing a 78-
run stand for the second 
wicket. But most of their 
runs came against the pac-
ers and when Indian spin-
ners got into the act, it was 
a familiar story as South 
Africa surrendered to Yuz-
vendra Chahal (4/46) and 
Kuldeep Yadav (4/23) to 
end way behind at 170 all 
out in 40 overs.

The South African 
batsmen failed to pick In-

dia's wily wrist-spinners, 
as was the case in the first 
two ODIs. The slide began 
with the fall of Markram, 
who was stumped by MS 
Dhoni after getting beaten 
by a flighted delivery from 
Yadav.

From a healthy 79 for 
one in the 17th over, the 
hosts were reduced to 129 
for five in the 33rd over, 
ending all their hopes of a 
recovery.

Earlier, Kohli scored 
the highest individual 
score by an Indian bats-
man against South Africa 
in South Africa, going past 
Sourav Ganguly s 127 at 
Johannesburg in 2001. It 
was also Kohli s second-
highest ODI score after 183 
against Pakistan in 2012.

Such was the nature of 
his innings that he scored 
only 60 runs through 
boundaries while he had 
to run hard for the remain-

ing 100. In total, he collect-
ed 12 fours and two sixes.

Records kept tumbling 
as his innings progressed. 
He also became the Indian 
ODI captain with most 
hundreds to his name. He 
went past Ganguly again, 
who has 11 centuries in 
142 innings. Kohli now 
boasts of 12 hundreds as 
skipper but in only 43 in-
nings.

Kohli, with 318 runs 
in this series so far, now 
also has the most runs 
for a visiting batsman in a 
bilateral ODI series against 
South Africa in South Af-
rica. Ricky Ponting, with 
283 runs in 2001-02, was 
the previous best.

In terms of balls faced, 
it was the joint-slowest 
hundred for Kohli, after 
he faced 119 balls against 
Pakistan at Adelaide in 
2015. But in doing so, Kohli 
put on 140 runs with Dha-

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 8 (EMN): 
Venuzo Dawhuo from 
Thenyizu village emerged 
as the champion of the 
26th wrestling meet of 
Chakhesang Wrestling 
Association (CWA) held at 
Chetheba town on Jan. 8. 

The 21-year-old Venu-
zo Dawhuo overpowered 
the reigning champion 
Vechita Khesoh of Yoruba 
village in the third bout 
of the final match to take 
title. 

The new champion 
Venuzo Dawhuo walked 
home with a cash prize 
of INR 1.50 lakh while 
the runner-up Vechita 
Khesoh received INR 1 
lakh.

Vekutho Soho (Phek 
village) downed Pfusato 
Tetseo (K Bawu village) to 
bagg the third position in 
the wrestling meet. The 
3rd and 4th place winner 
received INR 80,000 and 
INR 50,000 respectively.

Five area/range viz, 

Chokri, Seceku, Phek, 
Chozuba and Khezha/
Khuzha tephe wrestling 
association are compet-
ing in the championship. 

The two-day wrestling 
meet is being hosted by 
Chokri Area Wrestling 
Association, and man-
aged by Thenyizu Baptist 
Church in aid of its en-
suing 75th anniversary 
celebration. 

The freestyle category 
for both men and women 
will be held on Friday. 

London, Feb. 8 (IANS): 
Former French defender 
Patrice Evra marked his 
return to English foot-
ball by joining West Ham 
United on a short-term 
contract.

The former Manches-
ter United star made 273 
appearances for the Eng-
lish football giants from 
2006 to 2014. 

"West Ham United are 
pleased to confirm the 
signing of the vastly-expe-
rienced Patrice Evra on a 
short-term contract," the 
club announced. 

"Evra, who joins the 
Hammers on a contract 
until the end of June 2018 
and will wear the No. 27 
shirt, worked with Ham-
mers manager David 
Moyes during his time at 

Old Trafford, and is look-
ing forward to linking up 
with his old boss and re-
turning to the Premier 
League."

Evra said: "I'm really 
happy to be a Hammer, 
to be back in the Premier 
League and I love this 

game!"
The Frenchman also 

revealed that he could not 
wait to sign for the club, 
once he was made aware 
of the opportunity to be 
reunited with David Moy-
es -- who was his coach at 
Manchester United.

wan for the second wicket.
Rohit Sharma (0) con-

tinued his poor run in this 
ODI series and was caught 
behind off the sixth ball he 
faced. The three-time ODI 
double-centurion now av-
erages 12.10 in 10 innings 
on South African soil and 
has an ODI high score of 
only 23.

Kohli (on 0*) survived 
an early lbw shout off Ka-
giso Rabada (1-54) in the 
third over. He immedi-
ately asked for DRS review, 
which showed an inside 
edge and the decision was 
overturned. Dhawan and 
Kohli then came togeth-
er, and piled on the runs, 
almost continuing from 
where they had left off in 
the previous match.

Momentarily though, 
India s run-rate dipped be-
low 5/over as Chris Morris 
(1-45) exerted some con-
trol over proceedings.

In the meantime, Dha-
wan scored his 25th ODI 
half-century off 42 balls 
and took his team past 100 
in the 18th over. Dhawan 
accelerated after reaching 
his mark, and scored 26 
runs off next 21 balls he 
faced. Part of the reason 
had to do with Imran Tahir 
s (1-52) inclusion into the 
attack as Dhawan-Kohli 
pairing milked his bowling 
for runs.

JP Duminy (2-60) 
then provided the break-
through. In fact, it was 
stand-in skipper Markram 
who did all the hard work 
and took a stunning diving 
catch to dismiss Dhawan 
who had danced down to 
the part-timer.

South Africa then trig-
gered a mini-collapse in 
the middle order as India 
lost three wickets for 48 
runs. MS Dhoni (10) then 
stemmed the down-curve 
and added 40 runs with 
Kohli. Kedar Jadhav (1) 
played a nothing shot and 
edged behind off Pheh-
lukwayo (1-42) as India 
were reduced to 236 for six 
in the 43rd over. The skip-
per then found a stable 
partner in Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar (16 not out) and the 
duo added 63 runs off only 
43 balls for the seventh 
wicket.


