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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
Who are you gonna vote 

for son? Maybe we should 
support different parties for 

double benefit na...

Expect problems  
and eat them for  

breakfast. 

~ Alfred A. Montapert
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
aizawl 22° 10°
agartala 28° 13°
gangtok 19° 05°
guwahati 26° 10°
imphal 23° 09°

itanagar 18° 10°
shillong 18° 04°
delhi 22° 07°
Kolkata 28° 17°
chennai 32° 23°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 16.4° 7.5°
dIMApur 26.2° 15.2°
 rF:  rH:
KOHIMA nil 75%
dIMApur nil 92%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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 ‘Free, fair and clean 
elections in Konyak land’  

congress may extend 
hand to nPF for alliance  

Candidate  denied entry 
to native village in Mkg.

BJP-NDPP alliance is a boon 
for BJP, says Alemtemshi

Man arrested with 1 lakh cash, arms in Peren 

NPF writes complaint against Rio

Battle lines drawn: 256 candidates for 60 assembly seats 

    

World EntErtainmEnt SportS

Working with Bob dylan was like winning 
lottery — Gene Simmons | p10

trump orders pentagon to plan 
grand military parade | p9

List includes two former chief ministers 
five women candidates  48 on standby

India’s u-17 WC star dheeraj  
leaves for Scotland |  p11

Kohima Bureau 
Kohima, Feb. 7 (EMN): Altogether 
256 candidates have filed nomina-
tion papers for the forthcoming 
elections to the 60-seat Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly (NLA). Ninety 
percent of the candidates filed 
nominations on the last day of the 
nomination period on Wed.

As per Nagaland Chief Electoral 
Officer (CEO) Abhijit Sinha, 234 
candidates including their substi-
tute candidates have filed their pa-
pers on Feb. 7 while 22 filed on Feb. 
6.  Out of the 256, 48 are substitute 
or standby candidates. 

Nine different political parties: 
the Naga People’s Front (NPF), 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), Na-
tionalist Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP), Congress (INC), 
Janata Dal (United), Nationalist 
Congress Party (NCP), National 
People’s Party (NPP), Lok Janshakti 
Party (LJP), Aam Aadmi Party (AAP); 
and independent candidates will be 
contesting in the polls scheduled 
for Feb. 27.

Out of the 256 candidates, only 
five are women: Awan Konyak from 
the 47th Aboi assembly constitu-
ency (AC) who will be fighting with 
an NDPP ticket; Wedie-u Kronu 
from 3rd Dimapur-III NPP ticket; 
Rakhila from 54th Tuensang Sadar-
II representing the BJP; Rekha Rose 
from 17th Chizami assembly con-
stituency as an independent can-
didate; and Dr. K Mangyangpula 
Chang from 51st Noksen assembly 
constituency from the NPP.

Chief Minister TR Zeliang and 
his nephew NR Zeliang were re-

ported to have filed their nomina-
tions Wed. at 7th Peren AC and at 
6th Tening AC respectively.

Among the prominent candi-
dates in the fray are two former 
chief ministers—Neiphiu Rio from 
the NDPP at 11th Northern Anga-
mi-II AC and KL Chishi from the BJP 
at 32nd Atoizu AC.

Several former speakers and an 
incumbent of the NLA have also 
filed nominations. These include 
Thenucho Tunyi from the NPF at 
16th Pfutsero AC; Chotisuh Sazo 
from the NPF at 18th Chozuba 
AC; ET Ezung from the INC at 40th 
Bhandari AC; and current Speaker 
Imtiwapang Aier from the NPF at 
23rd Impur AC.

Former Chief Secretary Ale-
mtemshi Jamir of the NDPP will be 
contesting from two seats namely 
24th Angetyongpang AC and 25th 
Mongoya AC.

Also, a good number of former 
presidents of the Naga Students’ 
Federation have filed their nomina-
tions including Vikheho Swu from 
the NPF at 13th Pughoboto AC; 
Neiba Kronu from the NDPP at 16th 
Pfutsero AC; K Temjen Jamir (Editor 
Tir Yimyim) as an independent can-
didate at 22th Arkakong AC; Tong-
pang Ozukum, also an independent 
candidate, at 24th Angetyongpang 
AC, and Achumbemo Kikon at 40th 
Bhandari.

Interestingly, Chupfu-o Kense, 
Rio’s brother-in-law, will contest 
against the former chief minister 
from Northern Angami-II assembly 
constituency. Kense is also former 
MLA. 

Our Correspondent 
Mokokchung Feb. 7 (EMN): Former chief 
secretary of Nagaland and current working 
president of the Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) Alemtemshi Jamir 
filed his nomination at two constituencies 
namely the 24th Angetyongpang and 25th 
Mongoya in Mokokchung district.

Talking exclusively with Eastern Mirror, 
the former bureaucrat exuded confidence 
about winning from the two constituencies 
stating that it was the 'will and voice of the 
people' that compelled him to contest from 
both the constituencies.

When asked about the NDPP party's 
manifesto, Jamir said it will be made known 
in a week's time but the core point of it 
centres on bringing good governance and 
amiable solution to the vexed Naga politi-

cal solution.
"Unlike the NPF (Naga People's Front) 

government, under whose policy the guise 
of equi-closeness has divided the Naga 
society further, we have vowed not to make 
those mistakes,” he said. 

Talking about the Bharatiya Janata 
Party-NDPP pre-poll alliance in the present 
Nagaland political situation, he said that 
the BJP party had severed ties with the NPF 
as they had no alternative but to support 
the NDPP to come to power. 

"People are critical of the present NPF-
led government and their performance; 
and this has led to a big call for change by 
our people, from our people; and the BJP 
coming to an agreement with NDPP for 
pre-poll alliance is somewhat a boon for 
their party." 

Our Correspondent 
Mokokchung, Feb. 7 (EMN): The last day of sub-
mission of nominations witnessed a confrontation 
between supporters of two candidates in Mokokc-
hung’s 22nd Arkakong assembly constituency when 
an aspiring candidate from said constituency report-
edly was prevented from entering his village. 

Mayang Lima, an Nationalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party (NDPP) candidate, reportedly was de-
nied entry into his native Chuchuyimlang village by 
some youths while returning after filing his nomina-
tion papers on Wed., according to a police source. 

Lima, along with his supporters, was forced to 
return to Mokokchung. Lima is one of the five in-
tending candidates to have filed nomination papers 
to contest from the 22nd Arkakong constituency. 
Sitting Naga People's Front legislator Nuklutoshi 
Longkumer is also from the same village. Also, 
sources said that a vehicle was partially damaged 
during the melee.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 7 (EMN): The 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) 
has filed a complaint against 
Nationalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party (NDPP) candi-
date Neiphiu Rio allegedly for 
'obstructing' his opponent 
Chupfu-o Kense, an NPF can-
didate, who was on his way 
to file nomination on Feb. 7. 
It may be mentioned that Rio 
and Kense have filed nomina-
tions as candidates to the 11th 
Northern Angami-II assembly 
constituency.

The letter of complaint, 
which was addressed to the 
office of the principal secre-
tary (political parties) of the 
Election Commission of India 
at New Delhi alleged that Rio 
obstructed Kense while the 
latter was on his way to file 
nomination at Chiephobozou 
additional deputy commi-

sisoner headquarters.
According to the complaint 

given by S Akho Leyri, general 
secretary and nodal officer to 
ECI, NPF, a copy of which was 
also given to the speaker of 
the Lok Sabha at New Delhi, 
the obstruction took place at 
Nerhema village at 2.20 pm. 
The NPF party has also asked 
the authorities in concern to 
intervene and take ‘immediate 
necessary action.’

Meanwhile, sources from 
Rio’s camp said that the entire 
drama of road blockade was 
managed by the rival candi-
date and his party workers 
with the intention to tarnish 
Rio's image.

“The entire drama was 
their own architect (sic) with 
the sole intention to create 
confusion among the voters 
and the Nagas at large,” said a 
close associate of Rio.

New Delhi, Feb. 7 (PTI): The Congress may reach 
out to the Naga People's Front (NPF) for an infor-
mal understanding in some seats for the February 
27 Nagaland assembly polls, sources in the party 
said. 

The Congress yesterday came out with its list 
of 23 candidates for elections to the 60-member 
Assembly. The state's ruling NPF has announced 
it will contest in 58 assembly segments.

The BJP has already tied up with the newly-
formed Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP) and has fielded candidates in 20 seats. The 
NDPP, led by former chief minister Neiphiu Rio, 
will have its candidates in 40 constituencies.

Today is the last date of filing nominations for 
the elections. The nominations can be withdrawn 
before February 12.

"The NPF has already declared candidates for 
almost all the seats. However, there is still time left 
for the candidates to withdraw nominations.

"We will try and reach out to the NPF leaders 
to have an understanding in some seats to take 
on the NDPP-BJP combine," a party leader said, 
requesting anonymity.

Konyak soil” to adopt 
certain commitments in 
relation to the Nagaland 
assembly elections. 

According to a state-
ment from the KBBB, a 
meeting among repre-
sentatives of various po-
litical parties, and com-
munity organisations the 
Konyak Union, Konyak 
Nyupuh Sheko Khong, 
Konyak Students’ Union 
and the KBBB clean elec-
tion committee was held 
on Wed. at the mission 
centre in Mon town to 
discuss conducting ‘free, 
far and clean election.’

The meeting ‘unani-
mously’ adopted four 
resolutions: (Given ver-
batim)

Clean election: That, 
no party shall indulge 
in any anti social ac-
tivities/unlawful act or 
any means of forceful 
aggression against any 
individual/household/
groups. Election code 
of conduct should be 
strictly adhered (sic).

Mutual respect and 
dignity: That, in order to 
uphold mutual respect 
and dignity amongst 
various political groups, 
no party shall act as an 
obstacle or create any 
disturbances towards 
any intending/opponent 
candidates/party work-
ers. All political parties 
should restrain/refrain 
from filing complain or 
creating disturbances 
during nomination, scru-
tiny process, polling day 
to till vote counting day.

Precaution and pru-
dence: All political par-
ties should ensure that, 
no election related inci-
dent occurs aftermath 
27th Feb 2018. All politi-
cal parties should keenly 
ensure for peaceful at-
mosphere.

Caution: In event of 
non-adherence or viola-
tion of the above points, 
respective/concern po-
litical party functionary/
candidate shall be held 
solely responsible.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Feb. 7: In contravention 
of the Model Code of Conduct 
(MCC) enforced for the Nagaland 
assembly elections, one person 
was caught reportedly with cash 
amounting to INR 1,23,000 along 
with arms and ammunition in 
Peren district on Feb. 7 at around 
3.30 pm. The MCC prohibits car-

rying of more than INR 50,000 
in cash. 

The accused has been identi-
fied as Gambeu Zeliang of Mbau-
pungwa village under Tening 
sub-division and presently a resi-
dent of Stadium colony in Jalukie 
town, sources said on Wed. He 
was arrested from Peletkie junc-
tion by a combined team of Na-

galand police and the ‘G’ coy of 
the 174th CRPF, updates said. 

According to a first informa-
tion report filed with the police, 
the accused was arrested with a 
Scorpio vehicle bearing the reg-
istration NL 07 H-6141. One .22 
pistol along with 8 live rounds, 
and cash of INR 1,23,000 recov-
ered from his person. 

The combined team also re-
portedly recovered a gun license 
for a .22 pistol and another for a 
.22 rifle; documents of the NPF 
party's application; a driving 
license; an identity card from the 
police department; a slip con-
taining a mobile number of one 
‘Lt. Col, Ashang’; a handbag; and 
a laptop carrier.

A/C Name NPF NDPP BJP INC NPP JDU NCP AAP LJP IND
1 Dimapur - l Pukhavi Yepthomi  Tovihoto Ayemi W Khlie Kapfo       
2 Dimapur - ll Moatoshi Longkumer Supulepten      S Amos   
3 Dimapur - lll Azheto Zhimomi Tokheho Yepthomi  Khaminlun Tunglung Wedie-U Kronu      
4 Ghaspani - l   N. Jacob Zhimomi Nagavito Sumi    Akavi N Zhimomi  Z Kasheto Yeptho
5 Ghaspani - ll Kevingulie Khro Zhaleo Rio  Khekiye K Sema      S.Alfred, Rokobikho Savino
6 Tening NR Zeliang Namri Nchang        Tarie Zeliang
7 Peren TR Zeliang Iherie Ndang        Kengim Kulimbe
8 Western Angami Keneizhakho Nakhro Kevisekho Kruse   Asu Keyho      
9 Kohima Town Tseilhoutuo Rhutso Niekiesalie Kire         

10 Northern Angami-l Khriehu Liezietsu Kekhrielhoulie Yhome         
11 Northern Angami-ll Chupfu Angami Neiphiu Rio         
12 Tseminyu Loguseng Semp R Khing   Levi Rengma Thapimo Semy     
14 Southern Angami-l Khrielezo Bio Vikho-O Yhoshu  Nagakul Tase Medokul Sophie      
15 Southern Angami-ll Kropol Vitsu Zale Neikha         
13 Pughoboto Y Vikheho Swu  Sukhato A Sema       Kheyihe Zhimomi
16 Pfutsero Thenucho Tunyi Neiba Kronu  Kewekhape Therie Vivolie Kezo      
17 Chizami Kezhienyi Khalo  Kevechutso Kewepelo Tsuhah Deo Nukhu     Rekha Rose, Seyieveto Lohe
18 Chazouba Chotisuh Sazo Kudecho Khamo         
19 Phek Kuzholuzo Neinu Kupota Khesoh  Shezota Lohe       
20 Meluri Yitachu Nyusietho Nyuthe   M Hopeson Snock     Chitho Nyusou
21 Tuli Amenba Yaden James Yaden  Lepzungchiba Jamir  L Temjen Jamir S Imtiwapang Jamir  Lipokmar Tzudir  I Chubatangit
22 Arkakong Nuklutoshi Mayang Lima   Imnatiba     K.Temjen Jamir
23 Impur Imtiwapang TN Mannen         
24 Angetyongpang S Chuba Longkumer Alemtemshi Jamir    Shashimar Jamir Supongwati   Tongpang Ozukum, Supongwati Jamir
25 Mongoya Ngangshi K Ao Alemtemshi Jamir   Supongmeren      
26 Aonglenden Toshipokba Imtikumzuk  T.Lima Jamir       
27 Mokokchung Town C Apok Jamir Metsubo Jamir  Rongsenshilu      Temsuwati
28 Koridang Imkong L Imchen C Lima Imchen   T. Chalukumba Ao      
29 Jangpetkong ET Sunup  Longriniken  K. Chuba      
30 Alongtaki Benjongliba Aier  Temjen Imna Along        
31 Akuluto K Khekaho Assumi  Kazheto Kinimi        
32 Atoizo Picto  KL Chishi        
33 Suruhuto Kaito Jakhalu  H.Khehovi        
34 Aghunato Hukiye N Tissica Phukai         
35 Zunheboto Hukavi Zhimomi K Tokugha Sukhalu         
36 Satakha Zheito Chophy Ghukhui Zhimomi    G Kaito Aye     
37 Tyui Yankithung  Yanthungo Patton   Chobhathung Odyuo R Thungchamo Ezung    
38 Wokha Chumben Murry  T Myingthungo Lotha   Y. Mhonbemo Humtsoe     
39 Sanis Y Renbomo Kikon Mhathung Yanthan   Ralanthung Yanthan Ramongo Lotha   Senkathung Jami Y Sulanthung H Lotha
40 Bhandari Achumbemo Kikon  Mmhonlumo Kikon E Thungjamo Ezung Mhonjan Lotha Myingthungo Mozhui     
41 Tizit Khongjah Konyak  P Paniwang Konyak Naowang Konyak  T. Hatpha Wangnao    Y. Wangto Konyak
42 Wakching YM Yollow Konyak MC Konyak         
43 Tapi Tingthok Konyak Noke  Lanpha Konyak Wanglem N Aphoa Konyak     
44 Phomching K Kongam Konyak Phowang  T Ngampai Konyak H Chingsak Konyak      
45 Tehok CL John  C Kawang Shaboh Konyak Chingkai Konyak      
46 Mon Town Thongwang Konyak Y Nankhao Konyak  Hawang T Wangsha Cheong Konyak      
47 Aboi Eshak Konyak Awan Konyak         
48 Moka EE Pangteang K Kiko Konyak         
55 Tobu Naiba Konyak Bongkhao         
49 Tamlu BS Nganglang Pongshak Phom   B. P Henveih Phom   P Moigam Phom  W Chingam
50 Longleng TL Semdok  S Pangnyu Phom  Y. B. Angam      
51 Noksen W Chingmak Chang CM Chang  I Noksenlemba K. Mangyangpula      
52 Longkhim Chare Muthingnyuba Sangtam  A Imtilemba Sangtam  T Cholongse Sangtam S.K Sangtam     
53 Tuensang Sadar-l Toyang Chang T Mongko Chang         
54 Tuensang Sadar-ll Kejong  Rakhila  H Wongto Chang IN Mongba H Zungkum Chang    
56 Noklak P Longon  H Haiying Aimong Lam Benjung Lam K. Khaming P Mulang    
57 Thonoknyu S Heno Khiamniungan YP Chillio  Pakhiu Khiamniungan L Khumo      
58 Shamator Chessore R Tohanba Toshi Wongtung   Thronghokiu H. Mukam     
59 Seyochung Sitimi Kipili Sangtam  Kahsiho Sangtam        
60 Pungro Kiphire Torachu  Yankiu Yimchunger  SK James T. Yangseo Sangtam Lithriyem Dupongle    

In a counter-complaint ad-
dressed to the same ECI official, the 
president of the Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party (NDPP) unit 
of 11th Northern Angami II assem-
bly constituency, Vibeilietuo Kets, 
has requested for “action against 
false and defamatory allegation.”

According to him, at around 2.30 
pm on Feb. 7, “Some traffic snarl 
occurred at Nerhema village under 
11th Northern Angami II A/C due to 
which the NPF candidate Mr. Chup-
fu-o's entourage was unfortunately 
stranded for a brief moment.”

However, he stated, the Naga 
People's Front party “seized the 
opportunity to unfoundedly allege 
the involvement of NDPP candi-
date Mr. Neiphiu Rio vide its letter 
to the ECI bearing Ref. No. NPF 
— 13/ECl/2015- 2020/48(B) Dated 
07/02/2018 and by viral posts and 

message on social media.”
Rio, it reminded, had been con-

testing elections since 1989 and 
thus 'well-acquainted' with the 
Model Code of Conduct. “Such 
allegation against the NDPP and 
its candidates is totally baseless, 
devoid of proof and/or evidence 
and laced with malafide intent to 
purposely defame the NDPP party 
and its candidate by means of prop-
aganda to gain political mileage. 

“Such acts are unbecoming of 
the NPF party and falls under the 
ambit of corrupt practices and 
electoral offences as mentioned 
in Section 123 Clause (4) of The 
Representation Of The Peoples Act, 
1951. Therefore, you are requested 
to kindly look into the matter for 
further necessary action against the 
NPF party and its candidate,” the 
complaint read. 

NDPP files counter-complaint

Dimapur, Feb. 7 (EMN): 
Konyak Baptist churches 
under the banner of the 
Konyak Baptist Bumei-
nok Bangjum (KBBB) on 
Wed. convinced “various 
political parties within 
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Women Helpline: 181
DimApUR (STD CoDe: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007
CIHSR 242555, 242533
Police Control Room 7085055050
Dimapur District Hospital 232224
Diphupar PS 7085055032
East PS 7085055030
Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220
Fire Station (Chumu) 282777
Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201
GRPS 7085055031
Medziphema PS 7085055033
MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081
Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046
Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032
Niuland PS 7085088035
Sub-Urban PS 7085055036
Traffic Control -1 7085088038
Traffic Control -2 7085088039
West PS 7085055034
Women Cell 7085055037
Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KoHimA (STD Code: 0370)
Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098
Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916
North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146
Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500
South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

moKoKCHUnG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811
Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214
Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394
Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827
Fire Station 2226225
Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674
Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373
IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002
Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893
Mokokchung PS 1 2226241
Power House 2226221/2226293
Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213
Traffic Control 9485232691
Tuli Police Station 9485232693
Women Cell 9485232692
Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Phuto Konyak

Villagers availing free medicines during the health camp at Zuketsa village.

The Naga People Front’s intending candidates Imkong L Imchen,  C 
Apok Jamir, Dr. Ngangshi K Ao, and Toshipokba and others at the 
Mokokchung deputy commissioner’s office to file their nomination 
papers on Feb. 07.

BJP workers of 6th Tening resign from party

NBSE conducts ‘national achievement survey’

SCERT introduces course 
in school counseling

Election observers for districts in stationGB federation discourages 
members’ involvement in politics

Pre-recruitment training for defense in Mon

AR arrest one suspected UG
Zuketsa villagers avail health aids

Into new steps

District Control Room Number

Kiphire

Tuensang

LongLeng

Mon

WoKha

ZunheboTo

MoKoKchung

pheK

pughoboTo

KohiMa

peren

DiMapur 9402041695

8837489912

7005743163/9862738181

8794983213

9615315612/8575348478

8730016341

9485282730

8787831651

9612592810/8974040350

8413946105

9862870166/9612014688

9402482495/7005452576

Illegal cash and liquor ? Inducement?
Call ECI toll frEE numbEr 1950

Source:ECI EM Graphics

Weather forecast in other Districts 
Max Min DP rh rf

WoKha 15.4 10.2 7.9 77 NIL

ZBt 11.7 6 9.9 95 NIL

Mon 23 10 13.3 89 NIL

tuensanG 16 10.2 5.7 65 NIL

MKG 13.2 7.2 4.2 47 NIL

PheK 17.8 12.4 9.7 78 NIL

KiPhire 17 7 12 91 NIL

sechÜ ZuBZa 19.5 10 11.2 74 NIL

LonGLenG - - - - -

tseMinYu 24 11.8 11.9 73 NIL

JaLuKie 32 30 14.1 100 NIL

ManGKoLeMBa 23.8 12 13.6 72 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Feb. 7 (EMN): 
The State Council of Ed-
ucation Research and 
Training (SCERT) Naga-
land has for the first time 
introduced a six month 
diploma course in school 
counsel ing from the 
month of April. 

Informing this in a 
press release on Wed. the 
SCERT director said the 
primary objective of the 
course is to ensure that 
there is one male and one 
female counselor in every 
government secondary 
school in the state. 

In this connection, 
nomination and selec-
tion of candidates for the 
course will be conducted 
from Feb. 15 to Mar. 15 
and admission of the se-
lected candidates from 
Mar. 16-31st. The course 
will be inaugurated on 
Apr. 2 and commence on 
Apr. 3.

Any teacher of sec-
ondary school level de-
sirous of undergoing the 
course has been informed 
to contact their respective 
DEOs for other necessary 
information. 

Dimapur, Feb. 7 (EMN):  Mon’s Deputy 
Commissioner K Thavaseelan has in-
formed that there will be pre-recruit-
ment training in Mon district for an army 
recruitment rally.

According to the information issued 
by the 7th sector Assam Rifles, 35th As-
sam Rifles of Mon, 4th  Kumaon Regi-
ment at Tizit and the 40th Assam Rifles 

located at Tuensang who are deployed 
at Chenloisho, Wangti, Chaklansho, 
Jakphang and Tobu of Mon district will 
undertake pre-recruit training to prepare 
the local youths for the final test.

The training is for an   army recruit-
ment rally  that has been scheduled to 
be held from April 9 till  the 15th in Tu-
ensang district.  

Dimapur, Feb. 7 (EMN): Along with 
the rest of the country, Nagaland 
Board of School Education (NBSE) 
conducted the National Achieve-
ment Survey (NAS) ‘class X cycle- 2’ 
on Feb. 5. Updates from DIPR on 
Wed. informed.

According to the Chairman 
NBSE Asano Sekhose, the NBSE was 
entrusted to conduct the survey in 
426 selected schools both from govt. 
and private institutions. In response 
to this, the survey was conducted 
on the class X students who will 
be appearing the upcoming High 
School Leaving Certificate (HSLC) 
examination 2018 in all the 11 dis-
tricts of Nagaland, Sekhose said.

The district education officer 
and sub divisional education officer 
from all districts were appointed as 
district coordinator for their respec-
tive districts and teachers from pri-
mary and elementary section were 

appointed as field investigators for 
a fair conduct of the survey, she 
informed.

A training programme on the 
conduct of the survey was organised 
by the NBSE, Kohima for district 
coordinators on Jan. 19. Thereafter, 
the district coordinators conducted 
trainings for the field investigators 
in all the 11 districts.

With the support and coop-
eration of the state RMSA, District 
coordinators, field investigators, 
and registered schools of the board 
Survey was conducted fairly and 
successfully throughout the state 
she added.

It also mentioned that the Min-
istry of Human Resources Develop-
ment (MHRD) conducted National 
Achievement Survey (NAS) for 
class-X cycle-2 through National 
Council of Educational Research 
and Training (NCERT).

Through NAS, it sought to gain 
an in-depth insight into the learn-
ing outcomes / levels of the stu-
dents across varied geographies in 
the states so that the government 
can design policies and action plans 
accordingly for improvement in the 
quality of education. The major ob-
jectives of the project survey are:
1. To study the achievement levels 

of students of class X in four 
subjects namely English, Math-
ematics, Science and Social Sci-
ences.

2. To study the difference in 
achievement levels with regard 
to area, gender, social group, 
Board and management of 
schools.

3. To study the effect of intervening 
variables like students’ home 
background, school and teacher 
etc. on achievement levels of 
students.

Dimapur, Feb. 7 (EMN): 
District Election Officer 
Peren Smita Sarangi has 
also informed that the gen-
eral observer, Raj Kumar 
Beniwal for the forthcom-
ing election for 6th Tening 
and 7th Peren assembly 
constituency has arrived in 
district headquarters. This 
was informed by DPRO 
on Wed.

The observer will be 
available for meeting the 
public from Feb. 8 be-
tween 9 am to 10 am on 

all working days at GA 
Rest House in Jalukie.  For 
further details one may 
contact 9402053099.

Also, it was informed 
that general observer for 
Tuensang district, Amar 
Singh Baghel and Dr. G 
Kivan Kumar has arrived at 
Tuensang and will be avail-
able for interview between 
10 am and 11 am at DC 
office Tuensang from Feb. 
8. For further details one 
may contact 9402053657 
and 9402053644. 

Police observer, Kanda 
Samy, IPS, IG Jharkhand 
has arrived in Tuensang 
and will be available for 
the same. 

District election of-
ficer, Kohima also notified 
that the police observer for 
Kohima district, Rakesh 
Gupta has arrived in Ko-
hima. For any complaint 
or queries regarding po-
lice and security arrange-
ments in the district one 
may contact the observer 
at 8837220598.

Dimapur, Feb. 7 (EMN):  
‘Mandal’ workers of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) of 6th Tening have 
resolved to resign en 
masse from the primary 
and active membership 
of the BJP with immediate 

effect. This was informed 
in a press release issued 
to the media on Wed. by 
the mandal’s president 
and general secretary.

The mandal has unan-
imously resolved to re-
sign due to denial of BJP 

party ticket to the ‘most 
potential candidatures of 
Shri. Zandi Domta from 
6th Tening A/C,’ the press 
release stated.

The decision was stat-
ed to have been made 
during its emergency 

meeting on Feb. 5 at Di-
mapur with attendance 
of all booth level com-
mittees, local committees 
of five ranges, all frontal 
chiefs and Tening man-
dal office bearers under 
Peren district.

Dimapur, Feb. 7 (EMN): The Nagaland 
GB Federation (NGBF) while remind-
ing all GBs about their responsibili-
ties discouraged any of its members 
‘actively involving in political arena 
by means of contesting in election or 
holding any post in political party.’

A press release from the federa-
tion’s media cell on Wed. informed 
its members that ‘if such situation 
arises, it is advised to strip off from 
post of any GB’s unit or district level 
organizations.’  

The federation has reminded all 

GBs to uphold its responsibilities as a 
guardian of customary laws and pro-
tect traditional rights of the Nagas by 
withstanding any forces and uprightly 
stand during the trial period.

“It is the village chiefs/GBs who 
holds great responsibility and author-
ity when it comes to decision making 
and dispensing justice for the well 
being of its people. So it is of great im-
portance that GBs should maintain his 
status and keep free from any kind of 
obligations beyond our sanctity,” the 
press release stated.

Dimapur, Feb. 7 (EMN): 
The Chieswema battalion 
of Assam Rifles under the 
aegis of HQ IGAR (North) 
organised a free medical 
camp at Zuketsa village 

on Feb. 5.
During the camp free 

health check-up and 
medicines were given to 
ailing patients.

Basic knowledge on 

health related issues in-
cluding precautions from 
common viral disease 
and preventive measures 
were also imparted to 
villagers.

2nd round training for  
Tuensang’s officials 
District Election Officer Tuensang L Jamithung Lotha has 
informed all the political parties and nodal officers of various 
cells, that there will be a second round training on various 
election matters for the forthcoming election to the 13th 
Nagaland Legislative Assembly at Deputy Commissioner’s 
conference hall on Feb. 8 at 10 a.m. All have been requested 
to attend the training without fail. 

KMC sanitation fee revised 
Kohima Municipal Council (KMC) Administrator Kethosituo 
Sekhose has informed all traders within KMC jurisdiction that 
the sanitation fee will be enhanced from INR 750 to 1000 per 
year with immediate effect.

Phek’s DPDB meeting cancelled 
The monthly meeting of Phek District Planning Development 
Board (DPDB) for the month of Feb. has been cancelled 
till further notification, due to the forthcoming assembly 
elections, informed IPR.     

Election officer of Dmr. convenes meeting 
District Election Officer Dimapur Sushil Kumar Patel has 
convened a meeting of all political parties and intending 
candidates of all 5 assembly constituencies of Dimapur 
along with all returning officers and Media Certification and 
Monitoring Committee (MCMC) on Feb. 9 at 1 p.m. at the 
Deputy Commissioner’s conference hall. 

Dimapur police clarifies 
Additional deputy commissioner of Police, Dimapur has 
clarified a press note issued to media on Feb. 7 in connection 
with sub-urban PS (Dmr) C/No.005/18 U/S 44 (a) NLTP Act 
leading to seizure of 100 cases of assorted IMFL. ‘The seizure 
of IMFL was made in a shop at Surjagaubora (Rana) colony 
ward-7, Dimapur and not at Metha colony, ward-23, Dimapur,’ 
the police clarified.

News iN Brief

1-Dimapur-I A/C
2-Dimapur-II A/C
3-Dimapur-Ill A/C
4-Ghaspani-I A/C
5-Ghaspani-II A/C
6-Tenning A/C
7-Peren A/C
8-Western Angami
9-Kohima Town A/C
10-Northern Angami-I A/C
11-Northern Angami-II A/C
12-Tseminyu A/C

13-Pughoboto A/C
14-Southern Angami-I A/C
15-Southern Angami-II A/C
16-Pfutsero A/C
17-Chizami A/C
18-Chazouba A/C
19-Phek A/C
20-Meluri A/C
21-Tuli A/C
22-Arkakong A/C
23-Impur A/C
24-Angetyongpang A/C

25-Monguya A/C
26-Aonglenden A/C
27-Mokokchung Town A/C
28-Koridang A/C
29-Jangpetkong A/C
30-Alongtaki A/C
31- Akuluto A/C
32-Atoizu A/C
33-Suruhuto A/C
34-Aghunato A/C
35-Zunheboto A/C
36-Satakha A/C

37-Tyui A/C
38-Wokha A/C
39-Sanis A/C
40-Bhandari A/C
41-Tizit A/C
42-Wakching A/C
43-Tapi A/C
44-Phomching A/C
45-Tehok A/C
46-Mon Town A/C
47-Aboi A/C
48-Moka A/C

49-Tamlu A/C
50-Longleng A/C
51-Noksen A/C
52-Longkhim-Chare A/C 
53-Tuensang Sadar-I A/C
54-Tuensang Sadar-II A/C
55-Tobu A/C 56-Noklak A/C 
57-Thonoknyu A/C
58-Shamator-Chessore A/C 
59-Seyochung-Sitimi A/C
60-Pungro-Kiphire A/C 

Dimapur, Feb. 7 (EMN): The Tizit battalion of As-
sam Rifles and police representative during the 
operation on Feb. 4 at Hospital colony in Aboi 
town arrested one suspect identified as ‘SS cap.’ 
Phuto Konyak, son of Penkai Konyak, resident 
of Ngangching of Aboi town under Mon district. 
A press release from the AR authority on Wed. 
informed.

According to the press release, the operation 
was carried out based on specific information.

The apprehended cadre was stated to have 
been handed over to Aboi police station.

Map of Nagaland assembly constituencies
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Students from Nagaland enacting a play ‘Kekhrie’ at the ongoing Bharatmuni Natya Samaroh Theatre 
Festival on Feb. 5 at Madhabdev International Auditorium in Guwahati. The theatre festival is being 
celebrated from Feb. 4 and will continue till the 10th. It is organised by the Sanskar Bharati Poorvattor.

NPF to pursue goal towards 
‘shared homeland’

Phek to say special prayers for candidates

Training for polling personnel underway Chumoukedima unit welcomes alliance 
NDPP returns BJP’s bow to chief ministerial candidate 

ECI 
conducts 

training for 
MCMC team 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 7 (EMN): 
The Naga People’s Front 
(NPF) has assured that 
the party would con-
tinue to support and 
work towards the re-
alisation of a ‘common 
Naga homeland’ and a 
‘shared  future’ through 
integration of contigu-
ous Naga-inhabited are-
as. The party released its 
election manifesto for 
2018 recently. The party 
has  pledged the institu-
tion of what it called the   
‘peace subvention fund’ 
for the Naga political is-
sue; provide support to 
all effort aimed at ex-
pediting resolution of 
the issue; and work on  
‘mission mode’ to fa-
cilitate an ‘honourable 

conclusion.’
In its immediate gov-

ernance reforms meas-
ures, the party said to 
check corruption by 
assuring to deal with 
all corruption-related 
cases ‘firmly as per law’;  
serious corruption cases 
‘with prima facie proof’  
would be handed over 
to the Central Bureau 
of Investigation to bring  
offenders before the law.

The party’s manifesto 
also talks about bringing 
about a new approach 
to socio-economic de-
velopment via ‘appraisal 
of programmes’ of the 
Nagaland state govern-
ment departments; set-
ting up  state develop-
ment and economic 
advisory committees; 

‘rectification of imbal-
ances’ in development 
and special focus on 
development of back-
ward areas; completion 
of ongoing projects, and 
basic infrastructure and 
other development pro-
grammes.

The NPF also as-
sured  stricter check 
on  illegal immigrants; 
ensure   participation 
of legislators in govern-
ance, clean election; 
instate measures to 
ensure political  stabil-
ity; improve  healthcare, 
education and employ-
ment generation, basic 
infrastructure, youth 
and women empower-
ment, environment, so-
cial security; and polic-
ing and law and order.

Dimapur, Feb. 7 (EMN): The Core-
Committee of Chakhesang Clean Elec-
tion Movement (CCEM) has decided to 
organise a special prayer service for all  
political candidates on Feb. 10 at the 
CMCC Mission Centre at T Chikri in 
Pfutsero of Phek district. The prayers 
will be said at 10 a.m, updates on Wed. 
informed.

Besides, the committee has decid-
ed to hold a ‘common platform’ (con-
stituency wise) in Phek beginning from 
Feb. 13 to the 16th.

The ‘common platform’ for 16 Pfut-
sero assembly constituency will  be 

held on Feb. 13 at Pfütsero town traffic 
point at 10 a.m. Similar programmes  
in 17th Chizami assembly constitu-
ency will be held on Feb. 14 at 10 a.m. 
at Chizami town’s traffic point while 
for 18th Chozuba assembly constitu-
ency  the event will be conducted on 
Feb.  15 at 10 a.m. at Chozuba town 
traffic point. For 19th Phek and 20th 
Meluri assembly constituencies, it will  
be a combined programme  on Feb. 16 
at 10 am at Phek town’s traffic point. 
The CCEM’s convenor Dr. Küzhopoyo 
Tünyi has requested all the leaders 
from villages and towns to attend. 

Dimapur, Feb. 7 (EMN): 
Training programmes  for 
polling personnel for the 
forthcoming 13th Naga-
land Legislative Assem-
bly election are  under-
way in various districts of 
Nagaland.

The first round train-
ing for presiding officers, 
1st polling officers,  and 
additional polling offic-
ers for VVPAT was held on 
Feb. 6 at Razukhrie Gov-
ernment Higher Second-
ary School in Kohima.

Briefing the trainees, 
the district election of-
ficer of Kohima Rajesh 
Soundararajan urged 
them to stick with the 
latest guidelines and in-
struction of the Election 
Commission of India 
(ECI) and to focus on 
the training programme.  
Their efforts will ulti-
mately reflect on the 
polling day, the trainees 
were told.  

The officer  cautioned 
the trainees to ‘clarify 
their doubts’ from the 
master trainers when 
dealing with election 
matters ‘in order to avoid 
any problems.’

The SDO (civil) in-
charge of personnel/ 
manpower and training 
management Zhoi Lohe 
informed polling person-
nel who have applied for 
exemption from election 
duty on medical grounds  
to appear before the 
medical board at Naga 
Hospital Authority of Ko-
hima, on  Feb. 8 and the 
9th at 11:30 am.

In a related pro-
gramme, the first phase 

training programme 
for polling personnel in 
Wokha began on Feb. 6 
at  the  government high-
er secondary school in 
Wokha.

Wokha’s District  Elec-
tion Officer Dr. Manazir 
Jeelani Samoon, while 
briefing the polling per-
sonnel, urged them to 
take the training serious-
ly for smooth conduct of 
the assembly elections. 

To ensure free, fair 
and peaceful election, 
50 polling stations have 
been identified for we-
bcasting, besides in-
stalling video camera in 
other polling stations, 
he informed. Series of 
trainings would also be 
conducted in the com-
ing days to ensure that 
polling personnel are fa-
miliarised with their as-
signed responsibilities, 
the DC added.

Likewise, training for 
presiding officers and 
all polling personnel in 
Pughoboto began on 
February 6.

ADC & DEO Pugh-
oboto, Avelu Ruho, while 
stating that the election 
duties assigned to them 
is a constitutional duty, 
urged them to be well 
equipped to conduct the 
election smoothly. In-
forming them that they 
should also carefully 
study their assignment 
of rules and regulation, 
she asked them not to 
take their duties and 
trainings lightly as unlike 
other times this time the 
election procedures have 
many new things includ-

ing VVPATs, web casting 
in the polling stations etc. 

ADC & DEO further 
informed the duty offi-
cials to fill up the postal 
ballot form 12 and submit 
it to the nodal officer and 
apprised them to clarify 
any doubts and difficul-
ties if unexpected things 
happen at any time.  

The duties and re-
sponsibilities of differ-
ent category of polling 
personnel were trained 
by the master trainers in-
cluding SDO Soil Ruoku-
osietuo, Nisheto, Viki-
tonou and Bokavi.

The training for sec-
tor officers of Kiphire 
district was conducted 
in the conference hall of 
the deputy commission-
ers on February 5. DC 
& DEO, Mohammed Ali 
Shihab, in the meeting, 
urged the participants 
to work diligently for 
smooth conduct of elec-
tion in their respective 
areas of control. He also 
directed them to be in 
station and supervise the 
election process.

To make the elec-
tion process fair and 
smooth, sectors officers 
were imparted training 
on multiple responsibili-
ties including pre-poll, 
poll-day, with voters, 
handling of EVM sets, co-
ordination with polling 
parties, BLOs, electors, 
village elders and politi-
cal parties. 

In the final session, 
sector officers were given 
training on control unit, 
ballot unit, VVPAT, web 
casting and videography.

Chumoukedima unit of the Na-
tionalist Democratic Progres-

sive Party (NDPP) has expressed 
happiness over the announce-
ment of the BJP-NDPP alliance and 
voiced enthusiasm to work under 
the leadership of the Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and Neiphiu Rio, 
three time chief minister and mem-
ber of Lok Sabha from Nagaland. 

With the declaration of the alli-
ance, NDPP appealed to all its rank 
and file to extend fullest coopera-
tion to the partners of the alliance 
in their respective constituencies. 

It also requested all NDPP mem-
bers in those seats where the party 
has not fielded candidates to ex-
tend support to the BJP candidates 
in every possible manner. The unit 
also appealed to all alliance part-
ners and workers to extend support 
to NDPP candidates in the con-
stituencies where NDPP has fielded 
candidates. 

NDPP media and communica-
tion committee urged all the alli-
ance partners to work in unison to 
achieve the goals of Prime Minister 
Modi’s development agenda and 

bring lasting peace to Nagaland. 
The alliance also assured to extend 
full support to the peace process 
and extend all possible coopera-
tion in their common endeavour 
towards bringing a political solu-
tion that is honourable acceptable 
to the people. 

The alliance further assured to 
bring good and transparent gov-
ernance and draw a new roadmap 
of progressive development for 
Nagaland after the formation of 
people’s government after the gen-
eral elections. 

Kohima, Feb. 7 (EMN): The 
Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) 
unit of the 11th Northern 
Angami-II assembly con-
stituency has acknowl-
edged  Visasolie Lhoungu, 
president of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) of Na-
galand, and his support-
ers for ‘keeping the spirit 
of oneness and upholding 
the agreement between 
the NDPP and the BJP by 
not contesting against the 
alliance’s consensus chief 
ministerial candidate’ in 
the forthcoming state as-
sembly election scheduled 
for Feb. 27.

A press statement 
from Vibeilietuo Kets, 
president of the NDPP at 
11th Northern Angami-
II, called upon the other 
59 constituencies in the 
state to ‘emulate the spirit 
of unity and understand-
ing to allow the alliance to 
form the government.’ 

In other matters, the  
unit has condemned 
what it stated was an in-
cident that reportedly 
happened near Nerhe-
ma village where some 
unidentified persons 
blocked a road during the 
nomination hours. The 
NDPP unit has urged the 
constituency to maintain 
law and order and to the 
people, to cast their vote 
in Christian spirit.

Dimapur, Feb. 7 (EMN):  
The Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) con-
ducted a training pro-
gramme for members of 
the Media Certification 
and Monitoring Cell 
(MCMC) from Nagaland 
and Tripura through a 
video-conference on 
Feb. 7.

In Dimapur, the 
MCMC team participat-
ed in the training which 
was conducted in the 
NIC’s conference hall in 
the deputy commission-
er’s office. Various topics 
including certification 
of advertisements  of 
political nature, duties 
of the state and district 
MCMC, and pre-certi-
fication etc.  were high-
lighted to the MCMC 
members.

Trainers from Delhi  
clarified queries raised 
by Dimapur’s District 
Electoral Officer Sushil 
Kumar Patel, who is also 
the chairman of  Di-
mapur district’s MCMC. davp 21103/13/0079/1718

Act in motion 

Gaurav Gogoi (extreme right) and senior Congress party leaders addressing media persons on Wed. in Dimapur.  

‘Heavy hearted’ Congress rues ‘forced’ elections in Nagaland 
Eastern Mirror Desk 

Dimapur, Feb. 7: A  team 
of election observers ap-
pointed by the All India 
Congress Committee 
(AICC) arrived in Dimapur 
in Nagaland on Feb. 7. 
led by the party’s chief 
observer for the state, 
Nabam Tuki, who is a 
former chief minister of 
Arunachal Pradesh. Oth-
ers in the team included   
Pradyut Bordoloi, former 
minister of Assam; Gau-
rav Gogoi, Lok Sabha MP 
and AICC spokesperson; 
and Dr. K Jayakumar, the 
AICC's secretary in-charge 
of Nagaland.  

Addressing a press 
conference at Hotel Sara-
mati in Dimapur, Jayaku-
mar said that the purpose 
of the visit was to explain 
the position of the Con-
gress and their ‘last-ditch 
decision’ to contest the 
Nagaland assembly elec-
tions. The reason, he said, 
was because ‘election was 
forced on us.’ Senior Con-
gress member I Imkong 
was also present at the 
press conference.     

According to Jayaku-
mar, the state's assembly 
election was a total viola-
tion of what was decided 
on Jan. 29 and ‘an unfortu-
nate situation.’ “Our party 
representative was the 
first to sign and support 
solution before election 

and it was only last night 
that the party announced 
the candidates,” he main-
tained. 

Jayakumar asserted 
that the party was contest-
ing with ‘a heavy heart and 
unprepared situation.’ 
He has appealed to the 
people to 'think and elect' 
while assuring that the 
party will provide good 
governance.  

Chief election ob-
server for Nagaland Tuki 

lambasted the Bharatiya 
Janata Party-led (BJP) Na-
tional Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA) government 
for depriving the North-
east region of funds and 
cutting all resources and 
major policies initiated 
by the United Progressive 
Alliance (UPA) govern-
ment. “There is no reason 
we should support such 
party who have curtailed 
our rights and betrayed 
Northeast of our rights,” 

said Tuki in denounce-
ment.  

Also, Bordoloi was crit-
ical of the regional party 
leaning with the BJP and 
remarked that it was only 
to capture power. “The 
DNA of northeast cannot 
gel with RSS,” maintained 
Bordoloi while adding that 
the people of Nagaland 
should ‘defeat the hidden 
agenda of BJP-RSS.’ 

Gogoi said that the BJP 
was manipulating demo-

cratic values. “We do not 
want saffronisation of 
Nagaland. We want our 
culture and diversity to 
prosper,” he said. Through 
this election, Gogoi said, 
the party wants to protect 
the unique identity of Na-
galand. 

The party affirmed 
that there was a prob-
ability of post-alliance 
arrangements but denied 
any sort of alliance with 
the Naga People’s Front. 
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Imphal, Feb. 7 (IANS): Manipur 
Chief Minister N. Biren Singh 
informed the State Assembly on 
Wednesday that the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) will 
probe the three “puzzling” bomb 
blasts that took place this year in 
Imphal’s high security areas.

The first grenade exploded 
on January 15 at the army office 
adjacent to the Raj Bhavan. The 
second blast followed within min-

utes, a few meters away, injuring a 
woman.

Biren said that apart from be-
ing a high security area there are 
sentry turrets in the army office.

Two more grenades explod-
ed on Monday night at the Polo 
Ground in the heart of Imphal city, 
injuring two troopers.

The Chief Minister said that the 
safety pins of the grenades were 
found within the boundary wall.

Official speculation is that 
these grenades were not thrown 
from outside the wall, he said.

“From the CCTV footage, it 
was established that there was no 
movement of people near the Polo 
Ground at the time of explosions,” 
Biren added.

On Tuesday, nine troopers were 
injured in a twin blast.

Unidentified persons lobbed 
two hand grenades over the wall 

which “exploded about inside the 
transit camp” of Assam Rifles.

This is something “incompre-
hensible” to the government, he 
said, adding “under these circum-
stances we approached the higher 
authority for an NIA probe and it 
was conceded to.” 

Sources told IANS that Biren 
had urged Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh for a NIA probe into the 
January 15 blasts at the army camp.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 7 (EMN): About 79,159 hec-
tares of agriculture areas were affected 
by floods in Manipur 
during the year 2017, 
Manipur’s Agriculture 
Minister V Hangkhalian 
has said. He was reply-
ing to a query raised by 
opposition Congress 
legislator Surjakumar Okram during the 
ongoing budget session of the Manipur 
assembly on Feb. 7 Wed.  

Although Imphal east district is the re-
gion with the largest affected area in terms 
of damage— covering 23,118 hectares 
of land—Senapati has ‘no crop damage 
report,’ according to the statement of the 
agriculture minister. On the other hand, 
Tamenglong covering 10 hectares of land, 
is the least affected area in the state. 

Also, the minister informed that the 
crop damage reports have been submitted 
to the Relief and Disaster Management 
department requesting them to provide 
admissible relief to the farmers of the state.

In another development, Chief Min-
ister N Biren replied to a query raised 
by opposition Congress legislator Dr 
Chaltonlien Amo. He replied that the 
state’s government had been working 
with the authorities for resumption of the 
Imphal-Silchar flight within the shortest 
possible time.

Biren said that the government is ‘purs-
ing to restore’ the Imphal-Silchar flight 
considering its importance to the state’s 

population. Alliance Air has suspended 
their Imphal-Silchar ART flight service 
since 2012.

Mentioning the im-
portance of improving 
connectivity in the re-
gion, Biren informed the 
house of 60 members 
that with the initiative of 
the new government, a 

direct Imphal-Delhi flight service has been 
introduced from the beginning of 2018 
every Tue. and Sun.

The authorities of the Air Asia has been 
approached to increase the frequency of 
the Imphal-Delhi flight service, he added. 
Besides, the matter has been intimated to 
the Delhi airport authority for necessary 
arrangement considering the issues of 
parking congestion etc at the New Delhi 
airport.

Also in response to a query on the inte-
grated tourist destination in the state par-
ticularly at Sipuikon village in Manipur’s 
Tipaimukh sub-division in Pherzawl dis-
trict, Biren also admitted that the state gov-
ernment will take up the project sooner or 
later. So far 65 percent of the construction 
of the tourist lodge has been completed 
while the 70 percent of the kitchen cum 
store room is ready, he added. 

However the government is consider-
ing of replacing an alternative agency for 
the other construction works of the project 
as a departmental inquiry is on against the 
previous agency-Manipur Development 
Society.

Shillong, Feb. 7 (PTI): Business-
man and National People’s Party’s 
(NPP) candidate from Umroi 
constituency, Ngaitlang Dhar, is 
the richest contestant in Megha-
laya so far.

According to Dhar’s affidavit 
submitted along with his nomi-
nation papers to the election 
officer, he has 144 vehicles and 
his family wealth is around Rs 
290 crore.

However, the assets of his son, 
who is also an NPP candidate, is 
not included in it.

Ngaitlang Dhar, a school 
dropout, has immovable assets 
including agricultural land worth 
Rs 219.04 crore and movable as-
sets valued at over Rs 71.23 crore.

The 49-year-old MLA has 144 
vehicles including a BMW and 
a Toyota SUV, besides trucks for 
transportation of boulders and 

coal, the affidavit said adding that 
he has vehicle loans of Rs 3.95 
crore to pay.

His wife has movable assets 
worth Rs 1.21 crore and immov-
able assets valued at Rs 3.7 crore.

Ngaitlang Dhar’s 25-year-old 
son Dasakhiat Lamare, who is 
contesting from Mawhati con-
stituency, also declared total as-
sets worth over Rs 40 crore.

Lamare, the managing di-

rector of a construction com-
pany co-owned by his father 
and brothers, also owns a BMW 
and a Toyota SUV apart from 13 
other vehicles, mostly trucks, his 
affidavit said.

Lamare has immovable as-
sets worth Rs 36 crore and mov-
able assets valued at Rs 4 crore.

Ngaitlang’s brother Sniaw-
bhalang Dhar is also an NPP 
candidate whose assets are worth 

over Rs 3.28 crore while his wife 
has assets valued at Rs 1.6 crore.

Sniawbhalang Dhar was a 
minister in the Mukul Sangma 
government. Both Sniawbhalang 
and his brother quit the Congress 
and joined the NPP before the 
election. 

Polls for the 60-member Meg-
halaya Assembly will be held on 
February 27 and results will be 
out on March 3.

Shillong, Feb. 7 (PTI): A total of 443 
candidates have filed papers for the 
60 constituencies in Meghalaya after 
end of filing of nominations today, 
chief electoral officer F R Kharkongor 
said.

The 443 candidates include 59 of 
the Congress, 53 of the NPP and 47 
contestants of the BJP besides other 
regional parties and Independents, 
Kharkongor told PTI.

Meghalaya will go to poll on Feb-
ruary 27 along with Nagaland.

Result will come on March 3 along 

with Nagaland and Tripura.
The CEO said the election depart-

ment will scrutinize the nominations 
tomorrow and the candidates who 
wish to withdraw are expected to do 
so by February 12, the last day of with-
drawal. Both the ruling Congress and 
the BJP, which drew a blank in the last 
assembly elections in the state, have 
expressed optimism that they will 
form the next government garnering 
maximum number of seats.

BJP which has government in 
Assam, Manipur and Arunachal 

Pradesh is making a sincere efforts to 
increase its footprint in three states 
going to poll this month. The Na-
tional Peoples’ Party which has put 
their best bet in Manipur and in the 
upcoming Nagaland poll, have also 
campaigned for a “change” to root 
the corrupt Congress.  The regional 
parties, the United Democratic Party 
and the Hills State Peoples Demo-
cratic Party which forged a pre-poll 
alliance has also exuded confidence 
of the people acceptance and their 
rejection of the national parties.

Guwahati, Feb. 7 (PTI): 
State-run ASTC operates 
647 buses in Assam and 
the ticket collection stood 
at Rs 21.91 lakh a day, 
Transport Minister Chan-
dra Mohan Patowary said 
in the Assembly today.

The ASTC earned Rs 
448.32 lakh per month 
from long distance bus-
es and the rest from city 
buses, Patowary said in 
reply to a question of Pab-
indra Deka (AGP) in the 
Assembly.

Of the 647 buses, 270 
operate as city buses in the 
state capital, the minister 
said.

At present 200 of the 
ASTC buses were being 
repaired, he said.

Replying to another 
question of Ramendra 
Narayan Kalita (AGP), the 
minister said of the 3235 
ASTC employees, 1515 

were permanent and 1720 
temporary workers.

For the amount given 
as salaries to its employ-
ees, the ASTC requires 
Rs 6.82 crore per month, 
Patowary added.

Between April and De-
cember last year, the ASTC 
had a revenue collection of 
Rs 6657.85 lakh.

To another question 
on ‘Namami Brahmapu-
tra’ and ‘Namami Barak’ 
in the state last year, or-
ganised by the transport 
department, the minister 
said Rs 12.10 crore and Rs 
five crore respectively had 
been spent.

‘Namami Brahmapu-
tra’, tagged as India’s larg-
est river festival, was held 
across 21 districts of the 
state in March 2017 to 
showcase trade, tourism 
and cultural possibilities 
along the Brahmaputra. 

New Delhi, Feb. 7 (IANS): 
The Central government 
on Wednesday sought the 
Supreme Court’s nod for 
withdrawing the remain-
ing four companies of se-
curity forces from West 
Bengal’s trouble-torn Dar-
jeeling and Kalimpong for 
their deployment in poll-
bound states of Tripura, 
Meghalaya, and Nagaland.

The government was 
permitted to file an appli-
cation for the withdrawal 
of central security forces as 
lawyer Wasim Qadri men-
tioned it before the bench 
headed by Chief Justice 
Dipak Misra. The matter 
was listed for hearing on 
Wednesday but could not 
be taken up.

The top court had on 
November 27 permitted 
the government to with-
draw upto four compa-
nies of the central security 
forces from Darjeeling and 

Kalimpong as it cited the 
normalcy in the situation.

In November, the gov-
ernment had justified 
the withdrawal of secu-
rity forces contending that 
that the situation in these 
districts was under control 
and there was free move-
ment of traffic and goods, 
including fuel on the high-
way going to Sikkim. On 
October 27 last year, the 
Centre was allowed to 
withdraw seven compa-
nies of central paramilitary 
forces from these areas to 
deploy in then poll-bound 
Himachal Pradesh and 
Gujarat.  

The Centre had moved 
the top court challenging a 
Calcutta High court verdict 
setting aside the central 
government’s order for 
withdrawing the security 
forces from the trouble-
torn districts facing the 
Gorkha agitation.

Guwahati, Feb. 7 (PTI): 
The daily wages paid to the 
workers in Brahmaputra 
and Barak valley are Rs 137 
and Rs 115, respectively, 
Industry Minister Chandra 
Mohan Patowary today 
told the Assembly.

While  replying to 
Kamalakhya Dey Purka-
yastha of the Congress in 
the Assembly roday, he 
said Assam has 767 tea 
estates and 78,268 small tea 

gardens.
The wages are deter-

mined jointly by the tea 
estate owners and the 
workers’ union either at bi-
partite level or through ne-
gotiations, Patowary said.

To remove the disparity 
in wages of tea workers in 
the two valleys, the minis-
ter said it has to be decided 
between the garden work-
ers’ unions and the estate 
owners.

Agartala, Feb. 7 (IANS): 
The BJP governments both 
at the Centre and in the 
states are doing only pub-
licity to deceive people, 
former Assam Chief Min-
ister Tarun Gogoi said here 
on Wednesday, adding 
that the BJP has failed to 
keep any of its promises.

He alleged that the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) is the most corrupt 
political party in India.

“The BJP led govern-
ments both at the Centre 
and in the states are doing 
only publicity. Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
his party at the Centre and 
in states failed to keep a 
single promise. The BJP is 
the most corrupt political 
party in India now,” the 
veteran Congress leader 
told the media.

“Many incumbent 
central ministers, ruling 
party leaders and their 
family members are in-
volved in corruption cases. 
BJP President Amit Shah’s 
son himself is involved in 
enormous corruptions.”

On his former minis-
terial colleague Himanta 
Biswa Sarma, the former 
Assam Chief Minister said 
that the BJP earlier levelled 
huge corruption charges 
against Sarma, but “now 
the saffron party made 
him not only a very power-
ful minister in Assam but 
also gave him an authority 
to look after the party af-
fairs of many northeastern 
states including Tripura”.

“Earlier BJP accused 
me that I was protecting 
a corrupt man like Sarma, 
now who is protecting and 
patronising him (Sarma),” 
Gogoi asked.

“Sarma was involved in 
Louis Berger bribery scan-
dal, Sarada and Rose Valley 

chit fund scams. Himanta’s 
houses were raided by CBI. 
Now Gauhati High Court 
again asked CBI to probe 
the Louis Berger bribery 
scandal,” he stated.

“India has never had a 
Prime Minister like Naren-
dra Modi who commits 
wrong every moment. He 
always makes false prom-
ises to people. Modi prom-
ised to bring back black 
money from abroad and 
distribute them among 
masses, but he did noth-
ing.

“ T h e  Co n g re s s  i s 
against division of Tripura. 
The BJP, before the As-
sam assembly elections in 
2016, had promised sepa-
rate state of Bodoland and 
separate Karbi Anglong 
and Dima Hasao state, but 
the party did nothing. The 
BJP is pursuing the divide 
and rule policy,” Gogoi 
added.

He further stated: 
“There is not much dif-
ference between BJP and 
CPI-M (Communist Party 
of India-Marxist). Both 
parties have failed to serve 
the people.”

Gogoi, who came here 
on Wednesday to cam-
paign for the party for 
the February 18 assembly 
elections in Tripura, said 
that all sections of peo-
ple including employees, 
farmers, students, youths 
and other working class 
people are unhappy under 
the governance of the BJP 
both at the Centre and in 
the states.

“The people of Tripura 
have similar experience 
under the Left rule. Prices 
of essentials are rising fast 
and the BJP government 
is mute, giving all sorts of 
support to millionaires 
and corporates.”

The BJP has forged an 
electoral alliance with the 
N.C. Debbarma faction of 
the Indigenous People’s 
Front of Tripura (IPFT), 
which has been agitating 
to divide the state to form 
a separate state containing 
the TTAADC areas. The 
leading partner fielded 51 
candidates leaving nine 
seats to the IPFT.

E l e c t i o n s  t o  t h e 
60-member Tripura as-
sembly will be held on 
Februar y 18 and the 
counting of votes will take 
place on March 3.

The Congress leader 
said that the situation in 
BJP-ruled Assam is wors-
ening every day.

“The BJP government 
at the Centre had stopped 
the central funding pat-
tern of 90:10 ratio (in any 
project and scheme cen-
tral government funded 
90 per cent of the total 
cost while the concerned 
state bore the rest of 10 
per cent) to the northeast-
ern states. 

“The present central 
government had also re-
duced the extent of North 
East Industrial and Invest-
ment Promotion Policy 
(NEIIPP),” he added.

T h e  N E I I P P  w a s 
launched by the previous 
United Progressive Alli-
ance (UPA) government 
to boost the industry and 
investment in the north-
eastern region. 

“There is no basic dif-
ference in UPA govern-
ment’s ‘Look East’ and BJP 
government’s ‘Act East’ 
policy. Just to deceive the 
people, the BJP govern-
ment has been changing 
the names of UPA govern-
ment’s policies, schemes 
and projects,” Gogoi add-
ed. 

Mirror Crossword 1728sud0ku 1568
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1727

ACROSS
1. Servant
6. Moist
10. Exchange
14. Spiral
15. Therefore
16. Draped, one-piece outer garment
17. Avoid
18. Edges
19. Lion sound
20. State of emotional excitability
22. Steal
24. University (abbrev.)
25. Spread or daubed
26. Initates novice fox-hunter
29. A training fight
30. Read Only Memory (chips)
31. Starfish, for example
37. Once more
39. Over (poetic)
40. Quadrennial festival at ancient Delos
41. Conceding or yielding
44. Armored war vehicle
45. Quick glance
46. French for “Reparation”
48. Straightforward
52. Emperor
53. Stages or storeys
54. Principal ship’s “sail support”
58. Smooth
59. Chief or principal part
61. One who submits a legal petition
62. Parental sister
63. Pertaining to India
64. Bring together
65. “____ of the d’Ubervilles”
66. Abel’s brother
67. Rental contract 
DOWN
1. Persian monarch
2. Impose or collect
3. Beers
4. Characteristic of a virtuoso
5. Stretch out

6. Derivative (abbrev.)
7. Long, operatic solo
8. Movie company
9. Mail deliverer
10. Minute groove or channel
11. Enticer
12. Fleshy-leaved tropical plant 

13. Whittled away
21. Get up
23. A king of Israel
25. Nixon VP _____ Agnew
26. Bric-a-____
27. As a prefix, indicates word or 

speech
28. Arabian sultanate
29. Arab chief
32. Cosecant (abbrev.)
33. Decide or settle a dispute
34. Style or grace
35. Tough outer covering
36. Fabricate
38. Mountainous Asian 

country 42. 
Pertaining to earthquakes

43. Pertaining to the National 
Socialist Party

47. Showing courage and 
resolution

48. A fold in cloth
49. Sketches, songs and dances
50. Baking appliances
51. Past tense (plural) of “To 

send”
52. Ecclesiastical code of laws
54. French for “Noon”
55. “Inter ____”
56. Collections
57. Tall, woody plant
60. Collection of anecdotes

solutions to suD0ku 1567

NIA to probe ‘puzzling’ bomb 
blasts in Manipur — CM

Manipur’s budget session

Assembly discusses 
flood-affected areas, 

flight connectivity 

Ngaitlang Dhar is richest Meghalaya nominee with INR 290 cr. asset

443 finally files nomination for Meghalaya poll ASTC earns INR 21.91 lakh 
daily as ticket revenue

Centre moves SC for 
withdrawal of security forces 
for poll-bound NE states

‘Pay disparity of tea 
workers in 2 valleys’ 

BJP deceiving people, only 
doing publicity — Tarun Gogoi



LAND FOR SALE
Ideal Plot Regd with Patta for 

residential with area 60,400 sqft. @ 
Rs.70/sqft at Medziphema ward-8 

near ADC O�ce building.

Interested may contact: 9856071489
K-1556

Sl.No Name of 
District

Jurisdiction/No. & 
Name of Ac

Name and Designation 
of the Expenditure 
Observers

Contact

1 Dimapur

1-Dimapur-I
R.Clement Ramesh Kumar, 
IRS

9402053430 
88372180492-Dimapur-II

3-Dimapur-III

4-Ghaspani-I
Shiv Shankar, IRS (C&CE) 9402053458 

76300989815-Ghaspani-II

2 Peren
6-Tening

H. Soikhanthang, IRS (C&CE) 9402053070 
88374367527-Peren

3 Kohima

8-Western Angami

H.C. Verma, IRS (C&CE) 9402053778 
8837381771

9-Kohima Town

14-Southern Angami-I

15-Southern Angami-II

10-Northern Angami-I

Nataraj S, IRS 9402053783 
700594952711-Northern Angami-II

12-Tseminyu

4 Pughoboto 13-Pughoboto Upinderbir Singh, IDAS 8787430257 
7630979671

5 Phek

16-Pfutsero

A.E.P. Dukuria, IRS 9402053384 
883737768217-Chizami

18-Chazouba

19-Phek
20-Meluri P.K.S. Senger, IRS (C&CE) 9402053372 

8974253507

6 Mokokchung

21-Tuli

Rama Nathan R, IRS 9402053482 
8837370984

22-Arkakong

23-Impur

24-Angetyongpang

25-Mongoya

K.Jayaganesh, IRS 9402053484 
9383023361

26-Aonglenden

27-Mokokchung Town

28-Koridang

29-Jangpetkong
B.S. Mangat, IRS (C&CE) 9402053490 

938318805730-Alongtaki

7 Zunheboto

31-Akuluto
Mohan Singh Dorai, IRS 
(C&CE)

9402053216 
8787661497 
8974205970

32-Atoizu

33-Suruhuto

34-Aghunato

S.Devarajan, IRS (C&CE)
9402053223 
8787816523 
8974211247

35-Zunheboto

36-Satakha

8 Wokha

37-Tyui
R.L Arunprasad, IRS (C&CE) 9402053102 

883738348338-Wokha

39-Sanis Jasmeet Singh Dhandra, IRS 
(C&CE)

9402053115 
883745594140-Bhandari

9 Mon

41-Tizit
Saravana Perumal. P, IRS 
(C&CE)

9402053283 
878737838442-Wakching

43-Tapi

44-Phomching
Mohan Lal Sukhpal, IRS 
(C&CE)

9402053290 
878738750945-Tehok

46-Mon Town

47-Aboi

N.S. Parthasarthy, IRS (C&CE) 9402053308 
878738588548-Moka

55-Tobu

10 Longleng
49-Tamlu

Vivekanand Rai, IRS (C&CE) 9402053579 
878753725150-Longleng

11 Tuensang

51-Noksen

DR. S Venugopal, IDAS 9402053605
52-Longkhim Chare

53-Tuensang Sadar-I

54-Tuensang Sadar-II

56-Noklak

D.Satish, IRS (C&CE) 940205361557-Thonoknyu

58-Shamator Chessore

12 Kiphire
59-Seyochung Sitimi

S.Periyannan, IRS (C&CE) 9402053677 
938318805060-Pungro Kiphire

Sd/- ABHIJIT SINHA IAS
Chief Electoral O�cer

Nagaland, Kohima

EXPENDITURE OBSERVERS

KG-2306

K-
15

57

Kohima, dated the 5th February 2016.

NO.DYRS/SPORTS-C/l(a)/2016/1043: The following under mentioned candidates 
are hereby declared selected for admission into Sports Academy Girls Athletics and 
Sepaktakraw, Dimapur. The selection was done on merit basis out of the interview held 
on 10th January 2018 at Government

Higher Secondary School Ground, Dimapur for the session 2018-19.

The selected candidates are directed to contact the following Coaches, failing which 
their name will be drop from the selected list and candidates from the waiting list will 
be accommodate without any notice. The candidates are required to bring necessary 
bedding and sports related kits.

1. Shri. Khriehutuo Tsira, State Athletics Coach - 9856585309.
2. Shri. Holshe Khrieo, Jr. State Sepaktakraw Coach - 9436004795.

Sd/-
IMTIRENLA JAMIR       

       DIRECTOR

SI.No. Name of the selected candidates Discipline

1 2 3

1. KELESENU VALEO Athletics

2. VINAKALI ACHUMI Athletics

3. ESTHER ANNYEI PHOM Athletics

4. MARY CHUZHO Athletics

5. NIANSAI T. KHIAM Athletics

6. TSANG.N Athletics

7. MONGSHAI Sepaktakraw

8. MOSHANG PHOM Sepaktakraw

ORDER

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF YOUTH RESOURCES AND SPORTS 

NAGALAND: KOHIMA

KG-2305

D
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Equity indices 
close lower on 
selling pressure

Hike, Airtel partner to launch 
‘total’ service for smartphones

Auto Expo: Google, Maruti 
Suzuki launch AI-enabled 
voice assistance

Mahindra unveils wide 
range of e-vehicle concepts

new Delhi, Feb. 7 (iAns): 
Google India and au-
tomobile major Maruti 
Suzuki on Wednesday 
partnered to introduce 
an Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) enabled voice assist-
ance programme for auto 
enthusiasts attending the 
14th edition of Auto Expo 
in India.

According to the ini-
tiative, users will be able 
to access various kinds 
of information about the 
expo using Google Assist-
ant.

Users must have 
Google Assistant installed 

on their Android device 
(available for Lollipop 
Operating System and 
above) or their iPhone to 
access the feature.

They can wake up 
Google Assistant by say-
ing “OK Google”, followed 
by “Go to Maruti Suzuki” 
which will be followed 
by a conversation with 
the Maruti Suzuki voice 
helper.

The Assistant can 
then answer users’ que-
ries such as details of the 
Auto Expo, MSIL show-
case of cars among oth-
ers.

new Delhi, Feb. 7 (iAns): 
Homegrown messaging 
app Hike Messenger on 
Wednesday partnered 
with telecom service 
provider Airtel to em-
bed its “Total” service 
on mobile phones un-
der the latter’s “Mera 
Pehla Smartphone” pro-
gramme.

“Users can access 
services such as mes-
saging, news and re-
charge without an active 
data connection and get 

online with access to 
data packs for as low as 
Re 1 with Hike’s ‘Total’ 
service,” the company 
claimed.

Starting March 2018, 
select smartphones 
under the “Mera Pehla 
Smartphone” initiative 
will be shipped with 
“Total” as a pre-installed 
feature.

“First-time users 
will find it easy to un-
derstand and navigate 
a smartphone. Using 

data is also simplified 
and ‘Total’ users can 
get online with special 
data packs starting at Re 
1,” Kavin Bharti Mittal, 
Founder and CEO, Hike, 
said in a statement.

Launched in October 
2017, Airtel has part-
nered with several mo-
bile handset makers to 
bring bundled 4G smart-
phones at affordable 
prices under the “Mera 
Pehla Smartphone” pro-
gramme.

Mumbai, Feb. 7 (iAns): 
Key Indian equity in-
dices on Wednesday 
provisionally closed in 
the red -- after a range-
bound trade session -- 
as selling pressure was 
witnessed in banking, 
capital goods and IT 
stocks.

The wider Nifty50 of 
the National Stock Ex-
change (NSE) provision-
ally closed (at 3.30 p.m.) 
lower by 21.55 points or 
0.21 per cent at 10,476.70 
points.

The barometer 30-
scrip Sensitive Index 
(Sensex) of the Bom-
bay Stock Exchange 
(BSE), which opened at 
34,563.30 points, closed 
at 34,082.71 points -- 
down 113.23 points or 
0.33 per cent from its 
previous session’s close.

The Sensex touched a 
high of 34,666.33 points 
and a low of 34,059.59 
points during intra-day 
trade.

The BSE market 
breadth was, however, 
bullish with 2,044 ad-
vances and 680 de-
clines.

new Delhi, Feb. 7 (iAns): 
Automobile major Ma-
hindra & Mahindra on 
Wednesday unveiled a 
wide range of electric ve-
hicle concepts including, 
an electric bus “e-Cosmo”, 
a two-seater electric pod 
“UDO”, a lithium-ion 
battery powered electric 
three-wheeler “Treo” and 
eKUV100, India’s first 
electric mini SUV.

Apart from its elec-
tric vehicle portfolio, the 
company also unveiled 
India’s first convertible 

SUV “TUV Stinger” and 
SsangYong Motor’s new 
G4 Rexton, which will be 
launched in India with an 
all new brand name.

The vehicles were un-
veiled at the pre-open 
event of the 14th Auto 
Expo.

The “Auto Expo -- The 
Motor Show” 2018 is be-
ing held from February 
9-14, 2018 at the India 
Expo Mart, Greater Noida. 
However, February 7-8 
is reserved for the media 
and exhibitors.

Mumbai, Feb. 7 (iAns): The Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) kept its 
key interest rate unchanged at 6 
per cent for the third time in suc-
cession at its final bi-monthly 
monetary policy review of the fis-
cal, citing upside risks for inflation 
from rising global crude oil prices 
and other domestic factors.

Announcing the first policy re-
view after the Union Budget 2018-
19 presented last week, the RBI 
said its decision to keep its repo, 
or short term lending rate for com-
mercial banks, unchanged is con-
sistent with the neutral stance of 
the central bank aimed at achiev-
ing its median inflation target of 4 
per cent. 

“Consequently, the reverse 
repo rate remains at 5.75 per cent, 
and the marginal standing facility 
(MSF) rate and the Bank Rate at 
6.25 per cent,” an RBI statement 
said following the meeting of the 
six-member Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC).

“We expect headline inflation 
to be at 5.1 per cent in the fourth 
quarter (January-March), includ-
ing the impact of HRA (house rent 
allowance) to central employees, 
up from the 4.6 per cent in Q3,” 
RBI Governor Urjit Patel told re-
porters here after release of the 

MPC statement.
The continuing rise in food and 

fuel prices pushed India’s annual 
retail inflation rate over the five 
per cent mark in December 2017 
to 5.21 per cent, from 4.88 per cent 
in November 2017.

Elaborating on the upside risks 
to inflation, the RBI listed the vari-
ous factors.

“First, international crude oil 
prices have firmed up sharply 
since August 2017, while non-
oil industrial raw material prices 
have also witnessed a global up-
tick,” the MPC statement said. 

“Second, the staggered impact 
of HRA increases by various state 
governments may push up head-
line inflation further in 2018-19, 
and potentially induce second-
round effects. 

“Third, the Union Budget 2018-
19 has proposed revised guide-
lines for arriving at the minimum 
support prices (MSPs) for kharif 
crops Fourth, the Budget has also 
proposed an increase in customs 
duty on a number of items.”

“Fifth, fiscal slippage as indi-
cated in the Budget could impinge 
on the inflation outlook. Sixth, 
the confluence of domestic fiscal 
developments and normalisation 
of monetary policy by major ad-

vanced economies could further 
adversely impact financing con-
ditions and undermine the con-
fidence of external investors,” it 
added. 

Five members of the MPC, in-
cluding the three external ones 
and the Governor, voted in favour 
of the decision, while Executive 
Director Michael Patra voted for 
an increase in the policy rate by 25 
basis points. 

Noting the need for “vigilance” 
on inflation, the RBI also cut its 
earlier Gross Value Added (GVA), 
which excludes taxes but includes 
subsidies, growth forecast for the 
current fiscal to 6.6 percent, from 
6.7 per cent. 

Patel welcomed Budget 2018-
19’s focus on the rural and in-
frastructure sectors as it would 
support rural incomes and invest-
ment, and in turn provide a fur-
ther push to aggregate demand. 

“On the downside, the dete-
rioration in public finances risks 
crowding out of private financing 
and investment. The Committee is 
of the view that the nascent recov-
ery needs to be carefully nurtured 
and growth put on a sustainably-
higher path through conducive 
and stable macro-financial man-
agement,” the RBI said.

RBI holds repo at 6% thrice in 
succession with neutral stance
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Divine Right
Unlike in a monarchy, the concept of divine 

right was absent in the Naga society, period. 
Any attempt to bring in contradiction citing 

Naga chiefs of villages or group of villages is invalid. 
The concept asserts that the monarch is not an-
swerable to anyone but only to God and can only be 
judged by God, even though unjust. However since 
the Nagas came into contact with different cultures 
from outside seems to be testing the Naga system to 
the extremes. At present the emergence of organi-
sations if not individuals with the collective under-
standing that the organisations have the divine right 
is a dangerous trend. The trend being that many of 
these institutions and organisations that are actually 
fairly new consider themselves as inviolable. 

This trend is the other face of the ailment in the 
Naga society of ever increasing so-called pressure 
groups in the form of organisations and associations. 
Currently it is like a mad rush that all these organisa-
tions have an opinion for everything under the sun 
and also ensure that it finds space in the media. Any 
criticism, howsoever constructive is considered as 
politically motivated or  tribalism and trying to sabo-
tage their objective for the common good. The com-
mon good many a times in reality is mostly, if  not 
only, for their kind; those who are part of that entity. 
In case of a tribe based organisation if the one critical 
about is it from another tribe then the easiest way out 
is to paint the communal colour against the critic. In 
case one is from their own then either it is supposed 
to be hushed up and in case of failure, just ostracize 
the person. There can be many other scenarios that 
are played other than these two. It becomes unim-
aginable if the person is from outside the state or a 
non Naga.  

The reason can be attributed to the ‘us versus 
them’ mentality is still deeply ingrained,  for the 
newly Christianised tribes who in recent past were 
living in isolated villages and hunting human heads. 
However the  import of a concept very similar to that 
of divine right conferred on an organisation though 
not an individual is the actual problem. The skewed 
concept that the organisation and the majority is al-
ways right either persists or is made to persist. The 
nationalist groups also without exception exhibit 
similar characteristics.  It has reached such levels of 
stupidity that some organisations no longer stay for 
the sake of its professed mission put purely for the 
sake of keeping the organisation intact, sometimes 
even at the cost of its aims and objectives, where 
the word ‘unity’ will be surely present. The so-called 
proud Naga warriors finally need to call it a day and 
have the guts to survive alone too with one’s own grit 
and determination to come out of this conundrum. 

Ambrose.J.Chakre

True humility comes from God. 

People who achieve an extraordinary level of fame or 
reputation while they are still alive are often called “a 
legend in their own time.” A friend who played profes-

sional baseball says he met many people in the world of 
sports who were only “a legend in their own mind.” Pride 
has a way of distorting how we see ourselves while humil-
ity offers a realistic perspective.

The writer of Proverbs said, “Pride goes before de-
struction, a haughty spirit before a fall” (16:18). Viewing 
ourselves in the mirror of self-importance reflects a dis-
torted image. Self-elevation positions us for a fall.

Lord Jesus, may we honor You in all we do and say.
The antidote to the poison of arrogance is true humility 

that comes from God. “Better to be lowly in spirit along 
with the oppressed than to share plunder with the proud” 
(v. 19).

Jesus told His disciples, “Whoever wants to become 
great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants 
to be first must be your slave—just as the Son of Man did 
not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as 
a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:26–28).

There is nothing wrong with receiving accolades for 
achievement and success. The challenge is to stay focused 
on the One who calls us to follow Him saying, “for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls” (11:29).

Lord Jesus, give us Your humility as we interact with 
others today. May we honor You in all we do and say.

DAILY

PATH

Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may 
be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come 
from the Lord. 

Acts 3:19

What causes us to turn away from the Lord? 
Don’t they come from the evil desires which 
battles within us? It is as it is written and the 

truth speaks no lies, it only depicts us as we are. The 
amazing truth about the Bible is that our every act, 
words and experiences are portrayed in it. Since the 
whole truths of the scripture are written through the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, it is only by the Holy 
Spirit that we get to see the mysteries of the Word ( 1st 
Peter 1:21). “Sometimes I feel like the Bible is like a hu-
man “ was what my kid brother said and the wisdom 
which he spoke was also a fulfillment of the Scripture. 
(Matthew 11:25.26) The Word of God came into being 
to convict us of our sins and to save us fro our sins. 

It points us our sins and convicts us unto repent-
ance which leads to life. Since there will be no salva-
tion without forgiveness, forgiveness must be sought 
and deliverance must be desired. Knowing that the 
Word is also a consuming fire, at times in my moments 
of sin I feared to flip on to the pages which depicts me, 
myself and my sins. Every sin committed in our lives 
has its roots somewhere in us and the scripture points 
it our to our hearts. The Gospel of Mark states thus “For 
from within, out of men’s hearts, come evil thoughts, 
sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery. Greed, de-

ceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All 
these evils come from inside and make a man ‘un-
clean’. (Mark 7:21-23) This speaks a lot of what some of 
our sins are and it clearly depicts the state of our mind. 
Sometimes in our waywardness, certain willful sins are 
committed and our hurts and woes multiplies with 
every sin we commit. In regard to the latest revelation 
I state in the truth that sin is not pleasurable; neither 
is it enjoyable but hell is eternal and will be torturous. 
The point is this: When we sin we may receive some 
temporal physical gratification in the flesh but we suf-
fer so much in the spirit. Since it is us who sins, it is we 
who must confess. The temptation to sin comes when 
it comes and it is also by how we endure it which de-
termines the outcome of it. We have to realize this that 
when temptation comes God can never be blamed. 
For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor will he tempt 
anyone. Often it’s the evils in us which makes us do the 
things we may regret. To this the Scripture states “… 
but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, 
he is dragged away and enticed. Then, after desire has 
conceived, it gives birth to sin and sin, when it is fully 
grown, gives birth to death. ( James 1:14,15 ) 

In another part of the scripture the word also states 
“Whoever is pregnant with evil conceives trouble and 
gives birth to disillusion”. ( Psalm 37:14 ) This is often 
the case with ourselves and since every sin has its con-
sequences we suffer not as much as our sins deserve. 
The Word states “all have sinned and fallen short of the 
glory of God and it also says there is none righteous; not 
even one. ( Romans 3:10,23 ). Yes it is true that our sins are 
higher than our heads and our guilt has reached to the 

heavens and it is we who must repent for the evils com-
mitted against God. (Ezra 9:6)  Since sin is an act of of-
fence against God, the state of our mind will be in turmoil 
as long as we live with the sins in us. Just as in Isaiah it is 
written “There is no peace says my God for the wicked “ 
( Isaiah 57:21 ) The truth is even righteous people does 
wicked things as is evidenced in the scripture. The likes of 
David speaks a lot to us of what love and devotion is and 
of what unfaithfulness and adultery is. It is also startling 
to know that David who was known as a man after God’s 
own heart committed adultery with a wife who was not 
his. The result of his sins accounted in his own sufferings 
which he could barely manage to endure. 

However, the hardships he endured was God’s 
way of dealing with him so that he may be perfected 
in righteousness. Truth is most of us may or may not 
have sinned as David did but as sinners we are cer-
tainly conscious of how much we had sinned and of-
fended God. From what we did we know what our sins 
are and it is only in repentance that our relationship 
with God gets renewed, revived and restored. This is 
what gives us joy when God’s flames of repentance 
leads us to tears which leads to salvation and leaves 
no regret. ( 2nd Corinthians 7:10 ) It is only when God’s 
fire of repentance burns in us, the anointing of the holy 
desires in us increases. In the truth we trust this great 
message on repentance will lead to greater repentance 
in the churches which are yet to truly experience it. 
Mark this, repentance was the first word Christ used 
in the first phases of his ministry and it is only through 
repentance that we can be reconciled to God. God is 
what salvation is.

Flames of Repentance

R
esearchers have identified ant 
species that make powerful anti-
microbial agents to help fight off 
various diseases, a finding that 

can be used to make new antibiotics for 
humans as well as help them in their war 
against resistant superbugs.

Ants deal with disease by fighting off 
bacteria using their own antibiotics. 

“These findings suggest that ants 
could be a future source of new antibi-
otics to help fight human diseases,” said 
Clint Penick, Assistant Professor at Ari-
zona State University.

“Finding a species that carries a pow-
erful antimicrobial agent is good news 
for those interested in finding new an-
tibiotic agents that can help humans,” 
added co-author Adrian Smith, Assist-
ant Research Professor at North Carolina 
State University.

For the study, published in the jour-
nal Royal Society Open Science, the team 
tested the antimicrobial properties asso-
ciated with 20 ant species, including the 
thief ant known as Solenopsis molesta.

Solenopsis molesta had the most 
powerful antibiotic effect of any species 

we tested -- and until now, no one had 
even shown that they made use of anti-
microbials, Smith said.

The researchers tested the antimicro-
bial properties by using a solvent to re-
move all of the substances on the surface 
of each ant’s body. 

The resulting solution was then intro-
duced to a bacterial slurry. The growth of 
the bacteria in the slurry was then com-
pared to the growth of bacteria in a con-
trol group.

The slurry containing thief ant com-
pounds showed no bacterial growth at 

all and was found even more effective 
against bacteria than the fire ant. 

Out of the 20 ant species, 12 had 
some sort of antimicrobial agent on their 
exoskeletons. 

But eight of the ant species seemed 
not to make use of antibiotics at all. Or, 
at least, any antimicrobials on their ex-
oskeletons were ineffective against the 
bacteria used in the study, the research-
ers said.

“We thought every ant species would 
produce at least some type of antimicro-
bial,” Penick said.  Source: IANS

M
illions of viruses daily circle around the 
Earth’s atmosphere as well as get depos-
ited on the planet’s surface, a team of in-
ternational scientists have discovered.

The study has for the first time quantified the viruses 
being swept up from the Earth’s surface into the free trop-
osphere, the layer of atmosphere beyond Earth’s weather 
systems but below the stratosphere where jet airplanes fly.

These viruses can also be carried thousands of 
kilometres there before being deposited back onto the 
Earth’s surface.

“Every day, more than 800 million viruses are de-
posited per square metre above the planetary bound-
ary layer -- that’s 25 viruses for each person in Canada,” 

said Curtis Suttle, virologist at the University of British 
Columbia in Canada.

The researchers also found the majority of the vi-
ruses carried signatures indicating they had been 
swept up into the air from sea spray.

This may explain why scientists, from 20 years ago, 
began finding genetically similar viruses occurring in 
very different environments around the globe.

“This preponderance of long-residence viruses 
travelling the atmosphere likely explains why -- it’s 
quite conceivable to have a virus swept up into the at-
mosphere on one continent and deposited on anoth-
er,” Suttle said, in a paper detailed in the ISME Journal.

Further, the viruses tend to hitch rides on smaller, 

lighter, organic particles suspended in air and gas, 
meaning they can stay aloft in the atmosphere longer.

“Bacteria and viruses are typically deposited back 
to Earth via rain events and Saharan dust intrusions. 
However, the rain was less efficient removing viruses 
from the atmosphere,” said Isabel Reche, microbial 
ecologist from the University of Granada in Spain.

Using platform sites high in Spain’s Sierra Nevada 
Mountains, the researchers found billions of viruses 
and tens of millions of bacteria are being deposited per 
square metre per day. 

The deposition rates for viruses were nine to 461 
times greater than the rates for bacteria, the study 
showed.                Source: IANS

Ants’ Antibiotics to Help Humans Fight Resistant Superbugs

Millions of Viruses Fall From Sky Daily — Study

Taponeel Mukherjee | IANS 

R
enewable Energy Certificates 
(RECs) have been in existence 
in India since 2011 to enable 
compliance of Renewable Pur-

chase Obligations (RPOs). The country 
has made some progress towards creat-
ing a market mechanism for RECs, but 
a lot more needs to be done to realise 
their full potential as a mechanism to fi-
nance and boost renewable energy gen-
eration capacity.

A well-implemented REC policy can 
provide an effective financing mecha-
nism for renewable energy projects. It is 
important for the government to look at 
improving the REC ecosystem.

First, the regulatory regime around 
RPOs needs to be improved with a more 
effective “carrot and stick” mechanism 
for obligated entities. In their paper, 
“Promotion of Wind and Solar Energy 
through Renewable Energy Certificate 
System: Lessons from Renewable Ob-
ligation Certificate, United Kingdom 
Experience for India”, Sushanta K. Chat-
terjee, et al., put forth the example of 

regulations in the UK that pool the pen-
alties received for non-compliance of 
RPOs, and uses the pool to reward com-
pliant entities.

A regulatory mechanism that both 
rewards compliance and penalises for 
non-compliance may potentially yield 
better results. For India to move towards 
energy independence and clean energy 
generation at an even more rapid pace, 
such compliance will be essential. Bet-
ter compliance will lead to the REC 
market being more robust, which in 
turn will make financiers of renewable 
energy projects more confident of the 
REC mechanism. Thus both increasing 
the availability of capital and lowering 
the cost of capital.

There is also the need to expand the 
REC market gradually by both allowing 
an Over the Counter (OTC) Market to 
develop in REC trading (currently RECs 
can only be traded on an exchange) and 
allowing for a REC forward curve to de-
velop. Allowing an OTC market will po-
tentially allow greater participation in 
the market. A REC forward curve will al-
low more price discovery to the market 

participants.
The development of both an OTC 

market and a REC forward curve will 
need market makers in RECs. They will 
be able to provide the market some level 
of liquidity and greater price discovery. 
It will also be important to “deregulate” 
the market to some extent as far as the 
price bands are concerned. The ques-
tion of increasing the band width be-
tween the floor and forbearance price 
deserves consideration.

The market should, in effect, deter-
mine the price based on the quantity 
of RECs available and basic economics 
tells us that the quantity available will 
react to the price-quantity equilibrium 
established. That said, all this hinges on 
strict RPO enforcement.

In addition, bilateral OTC transac-
tions will assist in price discovery in 
the market. A forward curve will assist 
in long-term decision-making, a key 
aspect in long-dated renewable energy 
projects.

In an ideal scenario, a well-function-
ing and liquid forward curve may allow 
developers to raise and lock-in funding 

for long-dated projects by selling RECs 
that will be generated in the future to 
buyers. While we are a long way away 
from this, we must aim for such a liquid 
and well function market. Such a mar-
ket will make financing for REC projects 
flexible and significantly cheaper.

A well-functioning REC trading 
market will allow an effective financing 
mechanism to boost the renewable en-
ergy market in India. So far, given the lack 
of bankability of the REC mechanism, 
financiers haven’t been able to have con-
fidence in it to the extent required.

For India to seriously leverage the 
REC financing mechanism it is urgently 
required that policymakers look at im-
proving and building the REC market. 
Given the ambitious targets the country 
has and the need for clean energy glo-
bally, a fillip to the REC mechanism is 
essential.

(Taponeel Mukherjee heads De-
velopment Tracks, an infrastructure 

advisory firm. The views expressed 
are personal. He can be contacted at 
taponeel.mukherjee@development-

tracks.com or @Taponeel on Twitter)

REC: A Must For India to Achieve Renewable Energy Targets 

Dinesh C Sharma | India Science Wire

I
t is a subject that is not much spoken about in 
scientific meetings. But breaking from the tra-
dition of academic societies, the Astronomical 
Society of India (ASI) has taken a bold step by 

putting gender bias on its agenda.
The Working Group on Gender Equity, established 

by the association two years ago, presented results of 
the its first survey on gender equity in the field of as-
tronomy in India, at the ongoing session of ASI here.

The survey, for the first time, acknowledges the 
presence of gender bias in Indian research and aca-
demic institutions engaged in teaching and research 
of astronomy and astrophysics. This is reflected in 
both the small numbers of women scientists and re-
searchers in the institutes, as well as the perceptions 
gathered in the survey.

The survey has revealed that 30% of both male and 
femalestudent respondents believe there is gender-
baseddiscrimination in astronomy in India. Among 
faculty members and researchers who participated, 
60 percent of male participants believed that there is 
gender discrimination while 80 percent of women felt 
there was discrimination.

At the faculty level, Indian Institute of Astrophys-
ics and National Centre for Radio Astronomy of TIFR 
had between 21 to 23 percent women, while the 

number was larger at the student level. The Indian In-
stitute of Science, Bangalore performed poorly with 
just one female faculty out of six in the astrophysics 
department, and just two of 18 students are women 
in 2017. Only 40 percent of women astronomers sur-
veyed were aware about mechanisms like Internal 
Complaints Committee.

Overall, only 12 percent of faculty positions in 
Indian astronomical and astrophysics institutes are 
occupied by women, although their number is con-
siderably higher at postdoc (30 per cent) and PhD (32 
percent) levels. “This only means that we are losing 
trained talent,” pointed out PreetiKharb, a scientist 
at the National Centre for Radio Astrophysics – TIFR, 
and a member of the working group.

However, universities seem to be doing a job bet-
ter in hiring female facultymembers (up to 20 per-
cent) compared to research institutes (10 percent).

“Gender-balance will not be achieved as long as 
thefraction of women in a given level of advancement 
issmaller than the fraction in the total pool. It is also 
necessary that gender-related data must be gathered, 
monitored, andused to identify – and address - prob-
lems,” said Kharb. In addition, she said, gender-sen-
sitization talks and meetings should be organised to 
enhance awareness about the issue at all levels.

Several senior scientists, mid-career researchers 
and students, who spoke at the meeting, expressed 

concern over discrimination and offered suggestions. 
“It is important that scientific and astronomy 

community transforms itself into a more open, inclu-
sive, and diverse one, truly representative of our pop-
ulation. The WGGE set up by the ASI is crucial in this 
struggle to make astronomy gender equitable. This 
objective is to involve men, women and transgender 
astronomers together,” commented Niruj Mohan Ra-
manujam, a member of the working group.

ASI President Prof S K Pandey said “the first meet-
ing of ASI held in Hyderabad in 1974 had just two 
women members, now it is almost one third of the 
total participants”.

Globally there is renewed interest about the pres-
ence of women in science, particularly mathematics 
and physics. PrajvalShastri, a member of the Global 
Gender Gap Project of the International Union for 
Science, said existing data on participation of women 
in mathematical and natural sciences was scattered 
and inconsistent over research areas. The project is 
aimed at generating evidence to support decision 
making.

(The working group members are PreetiKharb, 
SushanKonar, Niruj Mohan, NissimKanekar 

(NCRA - TIFR), PrajvalShastri(Indian Institute of 
Astrophysics), ResmiLekshmi (Indian Institute of 

Space Technology), Jasjeet Singh Bagla (IISER - 
Mohali) and Dibyendu Nandi (IISER - Kolkata).) 

Concern Over Gender Gap in Astronomy

BIBLE READ:  PROVERBS 16:16–22
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Pride goes before destruction,  
a haughty spirit before a fall.    

~  Proverbs 16:18

The Problem 
with Pride
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Take the time to 
consider your physical and mental health 
today, Aries. Given your hard-driving na-
ture, these are areas that may be neglected. 

One really affects the other. If you overwork your 
brain or put off dealing with problems, your physical 
health will suffer. Things like excess weight, addiction, 
and bouts of depression are all indicators that there 
is an imbalance in your life. See about getting things 
more in sync.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): It’s the perfect 
day to do some planning, Taurus. Take the 
time on a regular basis to think about the 
things you want to do and accomplish. It’s 

essential for feeling you have control over your life. It 
can be almost impossible to reach your goals without a 
concrete plan. Just as you wouldn’t build a house with-
out a plan, it isn’t wise to build a life without one either.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Today is a good 
day to think about your ambitions, Gemini. 
Considering what you really want out of life 
can be instrumental in setting goals and mak-

ing dreams come true. Reaching them can often be as 
simple as making a decision and taking that first step. 
For example, if your dream is to have your ideal part-
ner, and you’re with someone who isn’t, the practical 
choice is to end the current relationship. Fear, worry, 
and lack of confidence are the things that can keep you 
from moving.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You might 
be feeling a bit more hesitant than usual 
when it comes to making decisions, Can-
cer. Even if someone accuses you of being 

distrustful, it’s your sense of caution that saves you 
a lot of grief. If a person or situation has you feeling 
skeptical, there is probably a good reason for it. Ex-
amine what you need in order to feel comfortable, 
but not to the extreme that you deny yourself op-
portunity.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You may feel that 
you have to defend your motives today, 
Leo, and this can really put you off, espe-
cially if you can’t see a reason for it. Try not 

to take it personally. Just because you know where 
you’re coming from doesn’t mean the other person 
does. It may simply be a communication problem. 
Make the effort to clarify your position. If this doesn’t 
suffice, it isn’t your problem any more. The other 
person will have to look at his or her trust issues.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Is there a per-
son in your life who keeps coming to mind 
again and again, Virgo? If so, it might be 
time to get together. Whether there’s some-

thing that needs to be worked out or you simply 
miss him or her, take the steps needed to connect, 
even if it takes email, letters, or a phone call to get 
in touch. Rather than having them pop into your 
head continuously, reach out and make contact.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Your usual outgo-
ing and often radical nature may be far more 
conservative today, Libra. This can be a re-
sult of the day’s planetary influences, and if 

used well, this mood can prove most beneficial. It can 
add seriousness to your day that suits such activities 
as goal setting, budget planning, or recovery. Make the 
most of this energy by digging into the areas of your life 
that could use some rethinking.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Focus on your-
self today, Scorpio. Yours is often an extremely 
giving nature. You can be compassionate to a 
fault, in that too much of your energy goes to 

helping solve others’ problems. Then you’re left without 
enough focus for yourself and the things that are trou-
bling you. See about spending some time alone to con-
centrate on any issues you have. Reach out to a trusted 
friend for guidance and support. Allow someone to nur-
ture you for a change.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Today is 
an excellent day to set some new goals, Sag-
ittarius. When was the last time you did this? 
Many think that New Year’s Day and birth-

days are prime times to make resolutions or set goals, 
yet this is something that can be done any time. In 
fact, it’s advisable to renew, rename, and revamp am-
bitions on a regular basis, since life brings constant 
change to circumstances. Pull out some paper and jot 
your ideas down.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Another 
person will probably bring you much 
comfort today, Capricorn. It could be 
someone you know well, but chances are 

it will be someone you’d least expect to be there for 
you. With your tendency to keep to yourself and be 
on the quiet side, you may not always notice those 
around you. Yet this doesn’t mean that they don’t no-
tice you. Embrace a new friend and the support of-
fered when the opportunity arises.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Aquarius, 
you may find yourself feeling more aggres-
sive than normal today. This can serve you 
well when it comes to getting what you 

want, provided no one suffers in the process. It isn’t 
generally in your nature to step on anyone on the 
way up the ladder, and you aren’t likely to feel good 
if this occurs. Look at all possible ways to attain your 
goals. You’re sure to find something that suits you 
that isn’t harmful to others.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): It would be wise 
to spend some time thinking about your fi-
nances today, Pisces. Do you have a realistic 
budget, or does yours exclude such things 

as entertainment, gifts, and occasional splurges? Such 
a budget won’t suffice, because these are expenses 
that everyone has. Take a good look at your spending 
habits and see where you could cut back without too 
much pain.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

T
he government will need to take 
strides over the next few months to 
pass the auxiliary reforms neces-
sary to actualise its renewed vision 

for a truly digital India.
The 2018 Budget announcement saw 

the Narendra Modi government maintain 
its bullish stance on technology. Though 
most of these measures are steps in the 
right direction, the government must back 
them up with robust policy reforms and in-
stitutional dynamism to reap maximal dig-
ital dividends.
The pursuit of blockchain-based solutions
Blockchain technology holds untold prom-
ise for alleviating some of India’s deepest in-
stitutional woes. It could potentially amel-
iorate privacy and security concerns with 
Aadhaar, foster transparent and efficient 
land titling systems, and assuage supply 
chain issues across the gamut of industry – 
most notably in agriculture.

The efficacy of many of these interposi-
tions, however, is directly dependent on the 
introduction of supportive legislation. Il-
lustratively, a blockchain-based land titling 
system would have little impact if it is not 
backed by a land titling statute. Titles are 
presumptive in most states. As such, they 
are open to challenge in court. Fortunately, 
both short-term and long-term remedies 
can be deployed to tackle this issue.

For the short term, states can create 

a regulatory sandbox if they seek to pilot 
blockchain-based land registries. A regula-
tory sandbox is a controlled environment 
which serves as a testing ground for new in-
novation and technologies. Properties with 
no prior owners such as newly-developed 
gated communities and apartment com-
plexes would serve well as potential test 
beds for blockchain-based land registries.

For the long term, as land titling and 
registration comes under the mandate of 
states, the central government must sup-
port federal legislatures seeking to intro-
duce land titling edicts which assure the 
provision of conclusive titles. The Land Ti-
tling Act recently passed by the state legis-
lature of Rajasthan serves as a good model 
in this regard.
Access to broadband
The finance minister announced the in-
troduction of five lakh broadband WiFi 
hotspots, presumably as part of phase II 
of the Bharatnet initiative. Bharatnet start-
ed as the National Optic Fibre Network 
(NOFN) launched in 2011 by the UPA-II 
government to scale broadband penetra-
tion. In 2015, the NDA government exam-
ined the NOFN with a view to overhaul it 
and rechristened it ‘Bharatnet’.

Bharatnet sought to solve some of the 
implementation issues with NOFN by di-
versifying source connectivity infrastruc-
ture and enlisting the assistance of states 
and public sector undertakings (PSUs). The 
project, however, continued to be mired 

in controversy as it failed to meet several 
deadlines and targets. Reports indicated 
that only 30% of gram panchayats and the 
cabling were ready by November 2017. 
This meant that the government still had to 
complete 70% of the work if it was to meet 
its renewed deadline of March 2019.

It is important to note that Bharatnet is 
a middle-mile connectivity scheme which 
envisions the last mile connectivity to be 
fulfilled by the combined efforts of the pub-
lic and private sector. While the introduc-
tion of five lakh WiFi hotspots should go a 
long way in boosting last mile connectivity, 
there is no guarantee of qualitative service, 
as the experience with WiFi initiatives like 
the Government of Maharashtra’s Aaple 
Sarkar Wifi Hotspot scheme has shown.

The government could consider uti-
lising existing infrastructure like cable TV 
connections to deliver high-speed last mile 
connectivity. Cable TV enjoys 40% house-
hold penetration in India. The existence of 
this preliminary infrastructure makes cable 
TV a viable avenue for speedy and cost-ef-
fective last mile connectivity.

The provision of internet services 
through cable TV has failed to take flight 
so far primarily because of the regulatory 
uncertainty surrounding the monetary 
recoupment process. However, research 
indicates that private sector interest in the 
undertaking can be encouraged through 
fiscal interventions such as tax credits and 
discounted loans.

National Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
Programme
This is a laudable initiative as competency 
in AI will be a key determinant of economic 
and geopolitical clout in the near future. 
Two key issues must be addressed, how-
ever, if this programme is to be a success. 
The first is data collection. Large repositor-
ies of data are sine qua non for developing 
proficient AI systems. Unfortunately, India 
is a data poor country – we generate a lot of 
data but retain hardly any of it. Data locali-
sation has been posited as a solution to this 
conundrum. However, the cons of such a 
strategy far outweigh any potential benefits.

A study by the European Centre for In-
ternational Political Economy reveals that 
a nationwide data localisation stipulations 
would deal a sizeable blow to India’s GDP and 
decrease investment by at least 1.4%. Rather 
than localisation, government and industry 
should come together to create frameworks 
to facilitate secure data sharing between en-
tities holding data and organisations looking 
to use data to develop AI systems.

The second issue that must be ad-
dressed is the human capital deficit in re-
search and development in India. While 
the Budget seeks to tackle this issue by allo-
cating funds for a scholarship programme 
for BTech students to pursue PhDs, capi-
tal must be infused into the institutions 
themselves if there is to be a qualitative 
improvement in tertiary education. The 
government and institutions can also look 

at brokering arrangements with leading 
science and technology PhD programmes 
abroad to facilitate greater cross-border 
permeation of knowledge and research. 
Finally, the government must find ways to 
root out the bureaucracy plaguing most 
research institutions in the country and en-
sure that administrative appointments are 
based on merit rather than politics.

The Budget also includes an increase in 
customs duty on mobile phones as well as 
certain allied components. This is in conso-
nance with the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology’s phased manu-
facturing programme (PMP) – an initiative 
launched to promote mobile phone manu-
facturing in India. It is, however, important 
to note that most cellphone production in 
India happens by way of assembly rather 
than manufacturing. Thus, although the 
hike is a creditworthy move, ambiguities 
surround whether it will prompt a shift 
from assembly to manufacturing as impor-
tant components such as printed circuit 
boards have been excluded from the higher 
duty rate.

The government must be extolled for its 
far-sighted budgetary interventions in the 
technological sector. Hopefully, it will take 
strides over the next few months to pass the 
auxiliary reforms necessary to actualise its 
renewed vision for a truly digital India.

(Meghna Bal is a junior fellow with the 
cyber initiative at the Observer Research 

Foundation.)

I
n 1787, the Society for the Aboli-
tion of the Slave Trade in London 
designed a ceramic medallion. It 
depicted a kneeling black man in 

chains, under the words ‘Am I Not a Man 
and a Brother?’ and was worn in the form 
of brooches, pendants and hair pins, as 
well as reproduced on larger decorative 
objects. The claim of brotherhood was 
no mere rhetorical flourish.

Shared parentage, or shared ancestry, 
undergirds the concept of brotherhood. 
But at the time, the theory of multiple 
human origins – polygenesis – was gain-
ing ground. Indeed, the idea that hu-
mans descended from separate original 
pairs in different parts of the globe would 
become the dominant scientific theory 
in the first half of the 19th century, and 
remain so until the rise of evolutionary 
theory late in the century. The medal-
lion, by contrast, took a stand for shared 
human heritage. Both polygenists and 
monogenists contributed to the growing 
acceptance of the new European theo-
ries of race that classified humans into 
distinct hereditary groups. Moreover, 
in a broader sense, both participated in 
a new way of thinking about classifica-
tion, namely they used genealogical con-
cepts to organise knowledge and create 
categories. Where did this genealogical 
method come from?

Race theory was far from the only new 
field dependent on a genealogical struc-
ture. The genealogical method – called 
the comparative method at the time 
– emerged from the new significance 
granted to history in the late-18th centu-
ry. To take living organisms as an exam-
ple, the Swedish botanist Carl Linnaeus’s 
classification schema in the mid-18th 
century used similarities in anatomy and 
physiology to group organisms into nest-
ed categories he designed, from the spe-
cies to the kingdom. The system brought 
order to a chaotic profusion of organ-
isms, but its objects were envisioned as 
static. While the boundaries around spe-
cies were assumed to be God-given and 
hence present in nature, the higher levels 
of classification were viewed as a mat-
ter of human convenience. Even while 
building on Linnaean nomenclature and 
classifications a century later, Charles 
Darwin turned their assumptions on 
their head. He declared the boundaries 

around species conventional and a mat-
ter of human convenience, while the 
similarities by which species could be 
grouped together were present in nature, 
springing from a reproductive history of 
descent from a common ancestor. This 
thought inspired his famous 1837 draw-
ing of a branching evolutionary tree with 
the enigmatic caption ‘I think’.

Surprisingly enough, the fields 
which first developed the idea of think-
ing about genealogical relationships in 
terms of trees had nothing to do with 
living beings, but instead with the study 
of languages and of manuscripts. Think-
ers began writing in the 17th century of 
‘mother’ languages and the ‘daughter’ 
languages that developed from them, 
although without a good sense of how 
to differentiate descent from borrowings 
of vocabulary. Classicists and Biblical 
scholars added rigour to this method in 
the 18th century, when they painstak-
ingly traced the histories of hand-copied 
manuscripts in the hopes of reconstruct-
ing accurate originals. Each time a mis-
take was introduced by a copyist, that 
mistake would be integrated into all 
later copies made from it – its daughters 
and granddaughters – providing a sign 
that allowed scholars to organise manu-
scripts into lineages. Any new copying 
error caused a split within a lineage on 
such a family tree. Linguists, historians 
of religion, race theorists and eventually 
biologists would adapt this structure of 
splitting through deviation to describe 
the development and diversification of 
their own objects of study.

Manuscript studies had an advantage 
over other genealogical fields because a 
manuscript is a discrete entity with clear 
boundaries, something that cannot be 
said of languages, species, races and re-
ligions. And yet, it was only as the genea-
logical method came to organise these 
more complex entities that its power as 
an organising principle – right or wrong 
– was revealed. By transforming the bio-
logical and cultural world into families, 
the genealogical method invested knowl-
edge with emotion and turned scholar-
ship across the sciences, social sciences 
and humanities into identity politics. 
Once applied to living things and cultural 
phenomena, after all, genealogy became 
personal. You were said to belong to a 
language family, to a race, to a religion, to 
a nation, to a species. And others across 

the globe either belonged to the same 
family or not. The systems were therefore 
never neutral. And precisely that lack of 
neutrality made them wildly successful 
in promoting new ideologies of personal 
identity, of group belonging, of social hi-
erarchies, and in bolstering the authority 
of science.

While lineage formed the backbone 
of genealogical systems, it is the lateral 
relationship – brotherhood or sister-
hood – that indicates which contempo-
rary members belong to the same close 
family. In fact, the sibling dominated 
the language of alliance and affiliation 
in knowledge systems increasingly from 
the late-18th century, extending from the 
fraternity of a nation, to sister languages, 
the brotherhood of races, and eventually 
sibling species.

Yet looked at more closely, the sib-
ling element reveals an instability at the 
root of any genealogical system. If God 
had created languages and species, or 
had produced races as a mark of Cain, as 
people once believed, then there would 
be natural kinds. In historically changing 
systems, on the other hand, everything is 
in flux and the lines between things are 
fluid and contingent. But to build a clas-
sification, you need things to classify. The 
only way to define a thing in this new par-
adigm is to separate it from other, similar 
and closely related things. When you do 
that, you end up not with one thing, but 
with a set of things – a set of siblings. No 
genealogical system therefore can exist 
without siblings, and yet the closeness 
of siblings is a disruptive force, pointing 
to a certain arbitrariness in determining 
the identity of any given term, because 
the line could always have been drawn in 
a slightly different place.

The success of the genealogical 
method did not match up with accuracy 
and, indeed, many of the genealogical 
sciences were extraordinarily pernicious. 
Europeans divided the world into genea-
logical races, and concluded that their 
own was the one best adapted for self-
governance and intelligence; European 
linguists posited their own language 
family – which they named Aryan – as the 
most intellectually flexible, and claimed 
that other languages did not enable crea-
tive, philosophical or political thought 
to the same degree. Similarly, in the field 
of comparative religion, 19th-century 
Christian European scholars expended a 

lot of energy in the attempt to establish a 
genealogical relationship between Chris-
tianity and the mythologies of Indo-Eu-
ropean language speakers that could re-
place the idea of Christianity as the child 
or sibling of Judaism. In other words, 
genealogical research did not so much 
create a system of European identity and 
kinship, but rather European ideas about 
desired affinities and kinships created 
both the genealogical fields and the ge-
nealogies they developed.

The tree is no longer seen as an ad-
equate structure even in the fields for 
which it was most productive, such as 
evolution, linguistics and anthropology. 
One problem with trees is that they ac-
knowledge only diversification (branch-
es of a tree split, but don’t rejoin), while 
the histories of languages and species 
also encompass forms of merging – from 
lateral gene-transfer to hereditary sym-
biosis, from language creolisation to 
borderland influences. Race theory itself 
sprang out of the anxiety caused by sexu-
al mixing – which had become prevalent 
under the exploitation of slavery and co-
lonialisation; and religious history had 
to come to terms with mass conversions 
such as that of Europeans to Christianity. 
If the evolutionary tree proved remark-
ably productive, and linguistics was able 
in the late-20th century to distance itself 
from the Aryan spectre it had loosed on 
the world, that spectre nonetheless still 
exists. It has merged with the race theory 
with which it was always allied. Race the-
ory has proven frighteningly tenacious, 
continuing to structure social existence 
in spite of its falsity.

Classification remains necessary for 
understanding the world. But we would 
benefit from acknowledging the con-
tingency of classification systems, rec-
ognising their fluidity over time as we 
adapt them to new situations and pur-
poses. Projecting our own thought proc-
esses onto nature, and then believing we 
found them there, is always a dangerous 
precursor to injustice.

While the abolitionists had praisewor-
thy aims, applying the logic of families to 
human groups as a way to acknowledge 
ethical obligation is bound to backfire. 
The rhetorical power of brotherhood 
depends on the conviction that families 
have a special closeness. Genealogy can 
therefore knit some together only at the 
expense of others.

Jaitley Has Remastered Digital India, But Policy Reform Must Follow

How the Idea of Family Relationships Shaped Racial Thought

I
ndia today criticised the UN Security Council’s 
veto-wielding members for obstructing the des-
ignation of terrorists without giving any explana-
tion, apparently hitting out at China for repeat-

edly blocking its bid to list Pakistan-based Masood 
Azhar as a global terrorist.

Participating in an open debate of the Security 
Council on its working methods, India’s permanent 
representative to the UN Syed Akbaruddin said, “Most 
of the time, one does not even know which countries 
have exercised their veto.”

He said the veto power was being exercised by 
members of the Security Council who have been 
anonymously blocking the designation of several ter-
rorist without giving any explanation.

Though Akbaruddin did not mention the name of 
any country, it is well known that China in the past has 
used its veto power when it came to designating ter-
rorists or extremist groups having links with the Paki-
stani establishment.

A veto-wielding permanent member of the UN 
Security Council, China has repeatedly blocked India’s 
move at the UN to designate Azhar a terrorist under 
the Al-Qaeda Sanctions Committee of the UN Secu-
rity Council.

Akbaruddin said there were 14 sanctions commit-
tees, which cumulatively listed 678 individuals and 
385 entities subject to such measures.

Yet, each of those decisions had been made “be-
yond the gaze” of public knowledge, with no explana-
tion of the inputs that had informed them, he said.

“For example, in practical terms, decisions of 
these sanctions committees can be placed on hold or 
blocked by any of the 15 Member States of these Com-
mittees,” he said.

“The challenges related to the working methods of 
the sanctions committees were not merely related to 
transparency and accountability and in that context a 
case existed for the Council to address the anomalies 
in the committees working methods,” he said.

The anomalies not only affected the efficiency and 
credibility of the work of the Council, but also impact-
ed the larger membership that was required to imple-
ment its decisions, he said.

“It is in this spirit that my country along with so 
many others have called for the reform of the Security 
Council,” Akbaruddin said.

His view was shared by Bolivia s representative, 
who said the success of sanctions hinged on coopera-
tion by all member states.

Yet the details of those regimes were not easily 
accessible or transparent, including for states being 
sanctioned.                    

Source: PTI

India Seeks Transparency 
in Working of UN’s 

Sanctions Committees



NEWS IN BRIEF
PM’s wife injured in Rajasthan road 
accident, one relative dead
Chittorgarh, Feb. 7 (IANS): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s wife Jashodaben sustained injuries while a rela-
tive died when their car rammed into a truck in Chittor-
garh in Rajasthan, police said. According to information, 
Jashodaben was travelling in an Innova with four other 
people when their vehicle collided with a truck on the 
Chittorgarh-Kota four-lane road. While the Prime Min-
ister’s wife sustained some injuries, her relative Basant 
Bhai Modi, 67, died on the spot. A female relative, Vimla 
Modi, the wife of the person killed, was also injured. They 
were rushed to Chittorgarh hospital where they were 
admitted. The gunman and Vimla Modi were referred to 
Udaipur, police control room officials said. According to 
police, the gunman was identified as Yatendra, 45, who 
was a commando. Vimla Modi, 62, resident of Unjha, and 
Bansi, a five-year-old girl who is the daughter of Rakesh 
Modi. Bansi has been discharged from hospital. Senior 
police officers and administration officials rushed to Chit-
torgarh hospital. 

Police arrests two accused in double 
murder case
New Delhi, Feb. 7 (IANS): Police has arrested two persons 
accused in a double murder case after a brief shootout 
here on Wednesday. Mandeep, 26, and Praveen, 23, who 
belong to Haryana’s Sonipat area were intercepted by 
the police team at Ghevra Kanjhawla Road and arrested 
in brief exchange of fire. “They are accused of killing two 
persons at Rana hotel in Kanjhawala on October 14, 2017. 
The accused Mandeep has confessed to the murder of 
Sumit Dabas,” police said.

Senior TDP leader Muddukrishnama 
Naidu is dead
Hyderabad, Feb. 7 (IANS): Senior leader of Telugu Desam 
Party (TDP) and former Andhra Pradesh Minister Gali 
Muddukrishnama Naidu died following brief illness, his 
family said. He was 71. Naidu, a member of the Andhra 
Pradesh Legislative Council, breathed his last at a private 
hospital here late on Tuesday. He is survived by wife, two 
sons and a daughter. Hailing from Chittoor district in the 
Rayalaseema region, he was associated with the TDP since 
its formation by actor-turned-politician N.T. Rama Rao in 
1982.  He was elected to the state legislative assembly 
for a record six times from Puttur constituency in the 
same district. Naidu served as Minister in N.T. Rama Rao’s 
cabinets in 1984, 1987 and 1994 and held Education and 
Forest portfolios. He remained loyal to Rama Rao when 
the latter’s son-in-law N.Chandrababu Naidu led a revolt 
and became Chief Minister in 1995.  After Rama Rao’s 
death, Gali Muddukrishnama Naidu remained in NTR TDP 
floated by Rama Rao’s widow Lakshmi Parvathi. In 2004, 
he joined the Congress party and was elected to the state 
assembly on a Congress ticket.  He returned to the TDP in 
2008 and the next year he was elected from newly cre-
ated assembly constituency Nagari. Gali Muddukrishnama 
Naidu was sulking after he was ignored by Chief Minister 
Naidu during the cabinet expansion in 2017.

Kashmiri businessman gets bail in Red 
Fort attack case
New Delhi, Feb. 7 (IANS): A court here on Wednesday 
granted bail to a Kashmiri businessman arrested for 
alleged involvement in the Red Fort attack of 2000. Ad-
ditional Sessions Judge Sidharth Sharma granted bail to 
businessman Bilal Ahmad Kawa, 37, asking him to furnish 
a personal bond of Rs 50,000 and a surety of like amount. 
Kawa was arrested by Delhi Police and the Gujarat Anti-
Terrorism Squad at the Indira Gandhi International Airport 
in Delhi in January for his alleged involvement in the Red 
Fort attack of 2000. Delhi Police said Kawa’s bank account 
had been used for Lashkar-e-Taiba terror funding.

India test fires Prithvi-II missile off 
Odisha
Bhubaneswar, Feb. 7 (IANS): India on Wednesday test-
fired surface-to-surface ballistic missile Prithvi-II off the 
Odisha coast. The indigenous missile, which has the 
capability to strike 350 km away, was test-fired from the 
Integrated Test Range (ITR) at the Abdul Kalam Island in 
Balasore district. The Strategic Forces Command (SFC) 
of the Indian Army conducted the trial as part of a user-
training exercise, which reconfirms its readiness to fire 
the weapon at short notice. The missile has already been 
inducted into the armed forces. The missile, that can dive 
at an angle of 80 degrees and is capable of carrying up to a 
500-kg warhead, is powered by liquid propulsion. The bal-
listic missile is the first missile developed by the Defence 
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) under 
its most ambitious Integrated Guided Missile Develop-
ment Programme.

Lashkar hawala conduit arrested from 
Uttarakhand
New Delhi, Feb. 7 (IANS): The NIA on Wednesday said it 
has arrested a hawala operator from Uttarakhand, who 
was acting as a conduit for the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) to 
fund terror activities in the country. Abdul Samad, 22, 
from Haridwar, was arrested on Monday and produced 
before an NIA court that allowed the agency to question 
him for six days, an official said. The official said Samad was 
arrested as part of an ongoing investigation into Lashkar 
activities across the country. Samad was one of the lead-
ing hawala operators operating in Uttar Pradesh and Ut-
tarakhand, the official said.  “He was acting as a conduit of 
an LeT financier based in Saudi Arabia through his cousin 
based there,” the official said.  The agency claimed that Sa-
mad in November 2017 collected Rs 350,000 from hawala 
operators in Uttar Pradesh’s Muzaffarnagar. The agency 
had earlier arrested Dhannu Raja and Mahfooz Alan, both 
residents of Gopalganj in Bihar, and Touseef Ahmed Malik, 
resident of Pulwama in Jammu and Kashmir.

Five killed in Maharashtra road accident
Palghar (Maharashtra), Feb. 7 (IANS): Five persons were 
killed here early on Wednesday when their car rammed 
into a tree at high speed, an official said. According to 
the police the accident occurred around 3.30 a.m. when 
a group of friends was returning home from a wedding 
party in Vadrai, a coastal fishing village. As their speeding 
Volkswagen Vento approached a sharp turn near Patilwadi 
on the Palghar-Mahim Road, the driver suddenly lost con-
trol. The vehicle crashed into the banyan tree, killing all 
five occupants instantly, Mansingh Patil of Satparti Police 
Station said. A police official proceeding to duties at the 
Satpati Police Station, saw the vehicle in the ditch and 
summoned for help. The deceased were identified as Viraj 
A. Vetal, 25, who was the owner and was driving the car, 
his friends Santosh Waman Bhairam, 37, Nilesh Tamore, 
25, Dipesh Pagdhare, 24, and Kiran Pagdhare, all living in 
different villages in Palghar.
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Congress-free India was Gandhi’s idea, not 
ours: Modi attacks Congress in Rajya Sabha

India seeks transparency in 
working of UN’s sanctions

Centre hiding facts from Parliament 
on Rafale deal — CPI(M) 

Aadhaar data is completely safe — Minister

SC likely to commence hearing on Ayodhya title suit on Thursday

Rape accused dies in jail 
in Jammu; probe ordered

When will Sikhs get justice for ‘84 genocide — Akali leader in RS

PTI

Family members of victims of 1984 anti-Sikh riots burn effigies of 
senior Congress leaders Jagdish Tytler and Sajjan Kumar, in New 
Delhi on Wednesday.

New Delhi, Feb. 7 (IANS): Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Wednesday launched a bitter 
attack on the Congress party in 
the Rajya Sabha, saying those 
opposing the dream of ‘New 
India by 2022’ want to live with 
their baggage of the past, and 
added in a taunt that even he 
wanted an India of Mahatma 
Gandhi’s dreams who had en-
visaged a “Congress-free India”.

Modi also took digs at the 
Congress party over various 
alleged scams of distant and 
recent past and for blocking 
the triple talaq legislation in 
Parliament.

“The President has spo-
ken of a New India in his ad-
dress. Swami Vivekananda also 
dreamt of a New India. Mahat-
ma Gandhi would also speak 
of a Young India. I don’t know 
what is the (Congress party’s) 
problem with the New India. 
They say ‘we don’t need New 
India. We want our older India’,” 
Modi said as he started his reply 
to the debate on the Motion of 
Thanks on the President’s ad-

dress.
“They say ‘we need Gandhi 

wala Bharat’ (India of Mahatma 
Gandhi’s dreams). Even I want 
Bharat of Gandhi’s dreams, 
because Gandhi said after Inde-
pendence that now there is no 
need of the Congress party and 
it should be dissolved.

“Congress-mukt Bharat 
Gandhi ka vichar hai hamara 
nahi (Congress-free India is 
the idea of Gandhi not ours). 
We are only trying to walk in 
his footsteps,” Modi said in sar-
casm, amid thumping of desks 
and laughter by the treasury 
members.

“If not New India, do you 
need India of army jeep scam, 
of submarine scam, of Bofors 
scam, of (Agusta) helicopter 
scam, of Emergency when the 
country was turned into a jail? 
Do you need India of the time 
when thousands of innocent 
Sikhs were massacred after a 
‘big tree’ fell? Do you need India 
of the time when the culprit 
of thousands of deaths was 
provided an airplane to fly out 

of country (after Bhopal gas 
tragedy)?” Modi said, in an at-
tacking mode.

The “big tree” jibe was a 
reference to former Prime Min-
ister Rajiv Gandhi’s remarks 
who, reacting to the anti-Sikh 
violence in Delhi in the wake 
of then Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi’s assassination by her 
Sikh bodyguards on October 31, 
1984, reportedly said that when 
a “big tree falls”, the ground be-
neath was bound to shake.

“Is this why you don’t need 
New India?” Modi said.

He said his government 
was being labelled as “name 
changer not game changer”, but 
actually it was an “aim chaser” 
government that works hard 
and mobilizes resources to 
achieve its targets in a given 
timeframe.

Raking up the triple talaq 
Bill that is pending in the Ra-
jya Sabha, Modi said that the 
Congress now wants changes 
in the Bill but it never brought 
such legislation while in gov-
ernment.

“You now want changes in 
the triple talaq Bill. You had got 
an opportunity to bring this 
legislations 30 years ago, but 
you didn’t under pressure from 
your vote bank. You did not 
want to lose your vote bank,” 
Modi said.

He also wondered why all 
the people were concerned for 
the man and his family who 
would be jailed for administer-
ing instant irrevocable divorce 
under the proposed law.

“Everybody is concerned 
about the elderly parents of the 
man who would be punished 
for giving triple talaq. They ask 
who would take care of his eld-
erly parents when he would be 
jailed. Why is there not similar 
concern for the elderly par-
ents of a Hindu man who can 
be jailed for polygamy under 
present laws?” Modi said.

Replying to opposition 
criticism of the government 
splurging hundreds of crores 
on Swachh Bharat Mission 
advertising, Modi said that the 
money was not being splurged 

on giving full page advertise-
ments on the “birthdays of a 
single family” but was being 
utilized for “behavioral change”.

“Cleanliness, use of toilets, 
is more a behavioural issue 
than an infrastructure prob-
lem. Advertising is being done 
to teach the people, to bring 
about the required behavioural 
change. It is not being spent on 
celebrating birthdays of only 
one family through full page 
advertisements worth crores,” 
Modi said. 

The Prime Minister yet 
again raked up the issue of si-
multaneous polls and urged the 
parties to start a comprehensive 
discussion on the matter as this 
would save thousands of crores 
of rupees which can be used to 
fund various welfare schemes 
for the poor.

“In 2009, the Lok Sabha 
election cost around Rs 1,000 
crore. In 2014, the cost rose to 
Rs 4,000 crore. In future elec-
tions this will go further up. We 
need a lot of money for poor 
people’s welfare,” Modi said.

United Nations, Feb. 7 (PTI): India today 
criticised the UN Security Council’s veto-
wielding members for anonymously 
obstructing the designation of terrorists 
without giving any reason, a veiled at-
tack on China for repeatedly blocking its 
bid to list Pakistan-based Masood Azhar 
as a global terrorist.

Participating in an open debate of 
the Security Council on its working 
methods, India’s Permanent Represent-
ative to the UN Syed Akbaruddin said, 
“Most of the time, one does not even 
know which countries have exercised 
their veto.”  He said the veto power being 
exercised by members of the Security 
Council who have been anonymously 
blocking the designation of several ter-
rorists without giving any explanation.

Though Akbaruddin did not men-
tion the name of any country, it is well 
known that China in the past has used 
its veto power when it came to designat-
ing terrorists or extremist groups having 
links with the Pakistani establishment.

A veto-wielding permanent mem-
ber of the UN Security Council, China 
has repeatedly blocked India’s move at 

the UN to designate JeM chief Azhar a 
terrorist under the Al-Qaeda Sanctions 
Committee of the UN Security Council.

Akbaruddin said there were 14 sanc-
tions committees, which cumulatively 
listed 678 individuals and 385 entities 
subject to such measures.

Yet, each of those decisions had 
been made “beyond the gaze” of public 
knowledge, with no explanation of the 
inputs that had informed them, he said.

“For example, in practical terms, 
decisions of these sanctions committees 
can be placed on hold or blocked by any 
of the 15 Member States of these Com-
mittees,” he said.

“The challenges related to the work-
ing methods of the sanctions commit-
tees were not merely related to trans-
parency and accountability and in that 
context a case existed for the Council to 
address the anomalies in the commit-
tees working methods,” he said.

The anomalies not only affected the 
efficiency and credibility of the work of 
the Council, but also impacted the larger 
membership that was required to imple-
ment its decisions, he said.

New Delhi, Feb. 7 (PTI): 
The CPI(M) today criti-
cised the defence minis-
ter’s statement in Parlia-
ment regarding the Rafale 
deal and alleged that the 
Centre was hiding facts 
from Parliament.

On Monday, Defence 
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man had refused to share 
the details of the deal on 
the grounds of the secu-
rity agreement signed be-
tween India and France.

Her response had 
come on a written ques-
tion in the Rajya Sabha 
from Samajwadi Party 
(SP) member Naresh 
Agrawal, who had asked 
why the government did 
not want to put the de-
tails of the agreement be-
tween India and France 
for purchasing the fighter 
aircraft in the public do-
main.

It also alleged that 
since the deal was re-
negotiated, there were 
reports that the price 
paid for the planes was 
much higher than what 
had been decided in the 
previous agreement.

Alleging that the Cen-
tre had refused to share 
information in Parlia-
ment about a deal that 
had created a “huge and 
unjustified burden” on 
the national excheq-
uer, the Left party also 
claimed that the deal had 
“grave implications” for 
both the defence sector 
and public sector units 
involved in defence pro-
duction.

It urged the govern-
ment to reveal the de-
tails of the Rafale deal in 
Parliament in the inter-
est of transparency and 
probity.

New Delhi, Feb. 7 (PTI): There 
has been no breach of Aadhaar 
data and a majority of the coun-
try’s people trust the scheme as 
it is completely safe, Union IT 
Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad 
said today.

Terming Aadhaar a game 
changer, Prasad said in Lok 
Sabha that as of now 120 crore 
people have the Aadhaar cards 
and 57 crore bank accounts 
were linked with it, which re-
sulted in saving Rs 57,000 crore 
which otherwise would have 
been pocketed by some unscru-
pulous elements.

The minister said Unique 
Identification Authority of India 
has a well-designed, multi-lay-
ered robust system in place and 
the same is being constantly 
upgraded to maintain the high-
est level of data security and 
integrity.

“The UIDAI has adequate 
legal, organisational and tech-

nological measures in place for 
the security of the data stored 
with UIDAI,” he said during the 
Question Hour.

Prasad said data protection 
measures have also been man-
dated for the requesting entities 
and eco-system partners.

“Government is fully alive 
to the need to maintain highest 
level of data security, privacy 
and is deploying the necessary 
technology and infrastructure,” 
he said.

Referring to a media report 
which claimed that one can get 
the Aaadhar details of anyone 
by paying nominal fees, Prasad 
said an FIR has been regis-
tered but no journalist has been 
named.

“We respect press free-
dom. The journalist concerned 
should cooperate with the in-
vestigation,” he said.

“Aadhaar data is completely 
safe. Aadhaar is a game changer. 

Majority of the people are trust-
ing Aadhaar,” he said.

The minister said if any 
company is found to be misus-
ing Aadhaar data, it could be 
prosecuted and persons con-
cerned could be jailed for three 
to seven years besides imposi-
tion of fine.

“This is incorporated in a 
clause of the Aadhaar Act,” he 
said.

Prasad, however, said no 
one will be denied government 
benefits due to absence of Aad-
haar as other options are also 
available.

He said Aadhaar is being 
appreciated by international or-
ganisations like the World Bank 
and the IMF.

When an MP referred to the 
Aadhaar case hearing in the 
Supreme Court, Prasad said the 
court case should not be dis-
cussed in the Lok Sabha as “this 
House is sovereign”.

New Delhi, Feb. 7 (IANS): The 
Supreme Court is likely to com-
mence hearing on Thursday on a 
batch of cross petitions challeng-
ing 2010 Allahabad High Court 
verdict that had divided the dis-
puted Babri Masjid-Ramjanamb-
hoomi site between the Nirmohi 
Akhara, Lord Ram deity and the 
Sunni Waqf Board.

The matter is listed for hear-
ing at 2 p.m. on Thursday before 
the bench of Chief Justice Dipak 
Misra, Justice Ashok Bhushan and 
Justice S. Abdul Nazeer.

The bench had on December 
5, 2017 directed the listing of the 
matter on February 8 after senior 
lawyers Kapil Sibal, Rajeev Dha-
van and Dushyant Dave, appear-
ing for some of the petitioners, 
had pressed for postponing of 
the hearing postponed citing its 
repercussions for the country’s 
polity.

They had also sought a hearing 
by a five judge constitution bench.

Sibal, who had appeared for 
UP Sunni Central Waqf Board, had 
told the three judge bench that it 
should not “hear the matter which 

has repercussions on the polity of 
the country”. 

He had urged the court to have 
the hearing in July 2019, appar-
ently suggesting that the outcome 
of the hearing by the top court 
would have a bearing on 2019 
general elections.

However, senior counsel Har-
ish Salve, who appeared on the 
other side, had said that as far as 
the court was concerned it was 
“just a case” and the repercussion 
of the outcome of the case was 
none of its outlook.

He had said that “it is being 
presumed which way the verdict 
will go...”

After the court rejected the 
submission for postponing the 
hearing till 2019, including hear-
ing of the matter by a constitution 
bench, it, on December 5 asked 
senior counsel C.S. Vaidyanathan, 
appeared for deity, to commence 
his case. At that point of time, 
Sibal, Dhavan and Dave sought 
the leave of the court to withdraw 
from the hearing.

On December 7, the court 
took a dim view of the conduct of 

certain senior lawyers describing 
it as “shameful”.

“What happened yesterday 
(December 6) was shameful. 

What happened day before 
yesterday (December 5) was ex-
tremely shameful,” Chief Justice 
Misra had said.

“Unfortunately, a small group 
of lawyers think they can raise 
their voice. We make it clear that 
raising of voice will not be toler-
ated. Raising of voice only shows 
your (lawyers) inadequacy and 
incompetence,” he had said.

Reminding the Bar of its tradi-
tions, he said: “It is not the tradi-
tion of the Bar. If the Bar does not 
regulate itself, we will.”

The top court was moved chal-
lenging the High Court verdict 
by petitioners M. Siddiqui rep-
resented by his legal heirs, Nir-
mohi Akhara, UP Sunni Central 
Waqf ABoard Bhagwan Shri Ram 
Virajman, All India Hindu Ma-
hasabha’s Swami Chakrapani, the 
Akhil Bharat Hindu Mahasabha, 
the Akhil Bharatiya Sri Ramjanam 
Bhoomi Punardhar Samiti and 
others.

Jammu, Feb. 7 (PTI): A 
50-year-old man, who was 
arrested last week on the 
charges of rape, died here 
today, prompting the gov-
ernment to order a magis-
terial probe as his relatives 
protested his death, officials 
said.  Subash Chander Ma-
hasha alias ‘Kaka’, a resident 
of Shivalik Puram Janipur, 
was arrested on February 2 
allegedly on charges of tres-
passing and rape, a police 
official said.

According to the official, 
the accused complained of 
uneasiness around 3 am in 
the lockup at Janipur police 
station and was subsequent-
ly taken to Government 
Medical College Hospital, 
where doctors declared him 
dead.

A medical board of doc-

tors has been constituted for 
conduct of his postmortem 
and his body was handed 
over to his family for last rites, 
the official said.

Earlier, the relatives of 
the deceased took to streets 
in Janipur and blocked the 
road by burning tyres as they 
demanded an inquiry into 
his death. District Magistrate 
(Jammu) Kumar Rajeev Ran-
jan has ordered a magiste-
rial probe into the death of 
the accused and asked the 
inquiry officer to submit his 
report within four weeks.

“It is a matter of concern 
that the death has occurred 
during the police custody 
and it becomes mandatory 
for this office to ascertain the 
cause of death of the accused 
person,” Ranjan said in his 
order.

New Delhi, Feb. 7 (IANS): 
The Shiromani Akali Dal 
on Wednesday demand-
ed justice in the 1984 an-
ti-Sikh riots that erupted 
following the assassina-
tion of then Prime Min-
ister Indira Gandhi, after 
fresh evidence against 
a Congress leader sur-
faced.

Referring to an al-
leged video of the senior 

Congress leader released 
by Delhi Sikh Gurdwara 
Management Commit-
tee President Manjit 
Singh GK, wherein the 
former is allegedly seen 
disclosing killing Sikhs 
in Delhi and elsewhere, 
Sukhdeo Singh Dhindsa 
said: “When will Sikhs get 
justice?”

“They have been wait-
ing for justice for the last 

34 years.”
The Congress mem-

bers objected to Dhind-
sa’s raking up the issue, 
saying the matter is “sub 
judice hence could not be 
discussed in the House”. 
However, Chairman M. 
Venkaiah Naidu refused 
their demand.

“Rules do not allow 
this issue to be raised. It 
is sub judice,” Congress 
member Anand Shar-
ma said objecting to the 
Chair’s order.

Responding to it, 
Naidu said: “I have al-
lowed the matter to be 
raised after Dhindsa met 
me in my chamber and 
shown me the CD. 

“I told him that the au-
thenticity of the CD needs 
to be proved. I don’t find 
any objection.”

Amid protests from 
the Congress members, 
Dhindsa said: “The Con-
gress leader has made 
confession about the 
genocide.”
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A police officer guards outside of a collapsed apartment building in 
Hualien County, eastern Taiwan, Wednesday, Feb. 7 2018. 

Donald Trump

Hassan Rouhani

Trump orders Pentagon to 
plan grand military parade

Merkel achieves 
breakthrough in 
German coalition deal 

Rouhani says Iran not to 
renegotiate nuclear deal

Four killed, 145 missing in Taiwan earthquake

Washington, Feb. 7 
(PTI): US President Don-
ald Trump has ordered 
the Pentagon to plan a 
grand parade this year 
to show “appreciation” 
for the armed forces, the 
White House has said, an 
unusual move aimed at 
showcasing the might of 
the world’s most powerful 
military.

A parade showcasing 
the military strength of 
a country is a common 
thing for many countries 
like China, France and 
India.

But there is no such 
annual parade in the 
United States, which is 
militarily the most power-
ful country of the world.

“President Trump is 
incredibly supportive of 
America’s great service 
members who risk their 
lives every day to keep 
our country safe. He has 
asked the Department 
of Defence to explore 
a celebration at which 
all Americans can show 
their appreciation,” White 
House Press Secretary 
Sarah Sanders said.

According to The 
Washington Post, Trump’s 

 Berlin, Feb. 7 (IANS): Ger-
man Chancellor Angela 
Merkel on Wednesday 
moved a step closer to 
forming a coalition gov-
ernment with her cen-
tre-left rivals, the Social 
Democratic Party (SPD), 
after four months of po-
litical uncertainty.

A spokesperson for 
the SPD confirmed it had 
reached a deal with Mer-
kel’s centre-right Chris-
tian Democratic Union 
(CDU), but stressed that it 
would need to be formally 
approved by the party’s 
460,000 members, reports 
CNN. The announce-
ment represents a huge 
breakthrough for Merkel, 
who has struggled to form 
a government since suf-
fering embarrassment in 
September’s election.

But the latest deal 
means that a return to 
the the so-called “grand 
coalition” between the 
CDU and SPD, which has 
been in power for the last 
12 years, appears to be on 
the cards.

Such a move will also 
leave the right-wing Al-

ternative for Germany 
(AfD) party as the man 
opposition in the German 
parliament.

The AfD’s anti-immi-
gration stance proved 
hugely popular with vot-
ers, winning 12.6 per cent 
of the vote, a result de-
scribed by leading par-
ty figures as a “political 
earthquake”.On Tuesday, 
Merkel warned both sides 
needed to make “painful 
compromises”, adding 
that she was ready to do 
so if they would benefit 
the country, reports Efe 
news. The SPD leader, 
Martin Schulz, faces a 
struggle to convince the 
more militant factions 
within his party, includ-
ing its youth wing known 
as “Jusos”, to enter into a 
coalition with the centre-
right ruling party.

Schulz hopes to con-
vince the SPD’s more 
sceptical  members, 
who have the final say 
on whether to proceed 
with the coalition with the 
centre-right, by securing 
concessions on health-
care and employment.

Tehran, Feb. 7 (IANS): 
Iranian President Hassan 
Rouhani said on Tuesday 
that Tehran will never 
renegotiate nuclear deal 
which it signed with the 
world powers in 2015.

“The JCPOA ( Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of 
Action) is non-negotiable 
and cannot be rewrit-
ten,” Rouhani said in a 
press conference, Xinhua 
reported. “It is an interna-
tional deal and has been 
approved by the UN Se-
curity Council,” he said, 
arguing that “therefore, 
it is meaningless to re-
discuss it with anybody.” 

Rouhani warned that 
as long as Iran’s interests 
are secured by the JCPOA, 
it will remain committed 
to the deal.

“Iran will not be the 
first to drop the nuclear 

deal,” Rouhani said, add-
ing that “we are happy 
that (Dnald) Trump has 
not been able to tear the 
deal after one year in the 
office.” The JCPOA was 
reached between Iran, 
the five permanent mem-
bers of the United Na-
tions Security Council 
-- Britain, China, France, 
Russia and the United 
States -- plus Germany, in 
July 2015.

Under the deal, Iran 
agrees to halt its nuclear 
weapon program in ex-
change for economic aid 
and lifting of internation-
al sanctions.

However, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump has 
called for decertifying 
the agreement, alleging 
that Iran had commit-
ted “multiple violations,” 
which Tehran has denied.
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Sl.No Name of 
District

Jurisdiction/No. & 
Name of Ac

Name and Designation of 
the Expenditure Observers Contact

1 Dimapur

1-Dimapur-I

Mr. Amitabh Kumar Das 9402053466

2-Dimapur-II

3-Dimapur-III

4-Ghaspani-I

5-Ghaspani-II

2 Peren
6-Tening

Mr.Hemant Toppo 9402053089 
88373784507-Peren

3 Kohima

8-Western Angami

Mr.Rakesh Gupta 9402053783 
7005949527

9-Kohima Town

14-Southern Angami-I

15-Southern Angami-II

10-Northern Angami-I

11-Northern Angami-II

12-Tseminyu

13-Pughoboto

4 Phek

16-Pfutsero

Mr.K Sethu Raman 9402053389 
9383023358

17-Chizami

18-Chazouba

19-Phek

20-Meluri

5 Mokokchung

21-Tuli

Dr.N.Ravinder 9402053495

22-Arkakong

23-Impur

24-Angetyongpang

25-Mongoya

26-Aonglenden

27-Mokokchung Town

28-Koridang

29-Jangpetkong

30-Alongtaki

6 Zunheboto

31-Akuluto

Mr.N.Baskaran 9402053236  
883792696

32-Atoizu

33-Suruhuto

34-Aghunato

35-Zunheboto

36-Satakha

7 Wokha

37-Tyui

Mr.Sunil Kumar 9402053125 
8837453364

38-Wokha

39-Sanis

40-Bhandari

8 Mon

41-Tizit

Mr.Puneet Rastogi 9402053316 
8974248899

42-Wakching

43-Tapi

44-Phomching

45-Tehok

46-Mon Town

47-Aboi

48-Moka

55-Tobu

9 Longleng 49-Tamlu
50-Longleng Mr.Jalindar D. Supekar 9402053591 

9383193415

10 Tuensang

51-Noksen

Mr.T.Kandasamy 9402053623

52-Longkhim Chare

53-Tuensang Sadar-I

54-Tuensang Sadar-II

56-Noklak

57-Thonoknyu

58-Shamator Chessore

11 Kiphire
59-Seyochung Sitimi

Mr.Satheesh Kumar N 9402053658 
897420573360-Pungro Kiphire

Sd/- ABHIJIT SINHA IAS
Chief Electoral Officer

Nagaland, Kohima

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL 
OFFICERNAGALAND : KOHIMA 

E-mail id: ceo_nagaland@eci.gov.in/Fax-0370-2290460

INFORMATION
This is for the  information of all concerned that the Election Commission of India has 
designated the following Oficers as the Observers for Expenditure Observers,General 
Observers and Police Observers of the Assembly Constituencies in the State of Nagaland 
for the forth coming  of General Election to the Nagaland Legislative Assembly, 2018.

Sl.No Name of 
District

Jurisdiction/No. & 
Name of Ac

Name and Designation of 
the General Observers Contact

1 Dimapur

1-Dimapur-I

Dr. Asvini Kumar yadav, IAS 9402053473 
8787525485 2-Dimapur-II

3-Dimapur-III

4-Ghaspani-I MR. Mahadananda 
Hazarika,IAS

9402053477 
89742488775-Ghaspani-II

2 Peren
6-Tening

MR. Raj Kumar Beniwal,IAS 9402053099 
88373784507-Peren

3 Kohima

9-Kohima Town

Mr. Amit Kataria 9402053787 
7005928984

10-Northern Angami-I

11-Northern Angami-II

12-Tseminyu

8-Western Angami

MR Madhughar Agneya,IAS 9402053792 
878737673214-Southern Angami-I

15-Southern Angami-II

4 Pughoboto 13-Pughoboto Mr. M I Patel  IAS 8787385060 
8787431015

5 Phek

16-Pfutsero

Mr.T. Anbalagan,IAS 9402053395 
883738432617-Chizami

18-Chazouba

19-Phek
Mr.Jenu Devan,IAS 9402053408 

938318805820-Meluri

6 Mokokchung

21-Tuli
Mr. Mohammad Javed 

Khan,IAS
9402053498 
883737182822-Arkakong

24-Angetyongpang

23-Impur

Mr.Richard Vincent 
Dsouza,IAS

9402053499        
9383188056

25-Mongoya

26-Aonglenden

27-Mokokchung Town

28-Koridang

Mr.J.M.Pathania,IAS 9402053569 
763009885829-Jangpetkong

30-Alongtaki

7 Zunheboto

31-Akuluto
Mr.Satya Narayan 

Rathore,IAS 940205324432-Atoizu

33-Suruhuto

34-Aghunato

Mr. S. Natarajan, IAS 940205325035-Zunheboto

36-Satakha

8 Wokha

37-Tyui Mr.Man Mohan 
Chaudhary,IAS

9402053135 
878772312938-Wokha

39-Sanis
Mr.Rajeev Sharma,IAS 9402053147 

878738673140-Bhandari

9 Mon

41-Tizit

Mr.Atul Kumar Gupta,IAS 9402053335 
897421007743-Tapi

44-Phomching

45-Tehok
Mr.Prabhanshu Kumar 

Srivastav,IAS
9402053356 
897420434348-Moka

55-Tobu

42-Wakching

Mr.Manoj Kumar,IAS 9402053358 
897424703346-Mon Town

47-Aboi

10 Longleng
49-Tamlu

Dr.Raghav Langer,IAS 9402053595 
897420776650-Longleng

11 Tuensang

51-Noksen

Dr. Godal Kiran Kumar,IAS 9402053644
52-Longkhim Chare

53-Tuensang Sadar-I

54-Tuensang Sadar-II

56-Noklak

Mr.Amar Singh Baghel,IAS 940205365757-Thonoknyu

58-Shamator Chessore

12 Kiphire 59-Seyochung Sitimi
Mr.Dheeraj Kumar,IAS 9402053668

60-Pungro Kiphire

KG-2307

interest in having a large-scale military 
parade now is likely to receive a mixed 
reception, especially among those who 
are concerned about nationalism, mili-
tarism or the president’s past praise for 
authoritarian leaders.

The tradition stretches back centu-
ries, but has been typically been tied to 
the conclusion of wars, the daily said.

The last such parade was held in 
Washington DC in June 1991 at the end 
of the Gulf War.

The parade was then held on the 
Constitution Avenue.

The move has attracted criticism 
from some in the US, with retired Major 
General Paul Eaton saying it underscores 
Trump’s “authoritarian tendencies” and 
any parade would be about honouring 
Trump, not the military.

Trump now wants this to be an an-
nual feature.

The Pentagon and the White House 
are exploring various options.

Such an idea first came to Trump 
when he attended France’s Bastille Day 
celebrations last year.

“It was one of the greatest parades 

I have ever seen. It was 
two hours on the button, 
and it was military might, 
and I think a tremendous 
thing for France and for 
the spirit of France,” he 
told reporters then.

“We are going to have 
to try to top it,” he added.

The President report-
edly asked for this during 
a meeting with his com-
manders and Defence 
Secretary on January 18.

“The marching orders 
were: I want a parade like 
the one in France,” said 
a military official who 
spoke on the condition 
of anonymity because 
the planning discussions 
are supposed to remain 
confidential.

“This is being worked 
at the highest levels of the 
military,” the official was 
quoted as saying by the 
daily.

“We are aware of the 
request and are in the 
process of determining 
specific details. We will 
share more information 
throughout the planning 
process,” the Defence 
Department spokesman 
Thomas Crosson said in 
a statement.

Taipei, Feb. 7 (IANS): The 
death toll in the Taiwan 
earthquake climbed to 
four on Wednesday, while 
225 people were reported 
to have been injured in 
the 6.5-magnitude earth-
quake that had struck on 
Tuesday night.

Search operations 
were ongoing to find 145 
people who went miss-
ing in the quake mostly 
from the residential and 
commercial floors of the 
Yunmen Cuidi building, 
according to the Central 

Emergency Operation 
Centre.

The 6.5-magnitude 
quake occurred at 11.50 
pm on Tuesday night with 
its epicentre located at 
18.3 kilometres north-
northeast of the city of 
Hualien, Efe news report-
ed.

“Rescue operations 
have been continuing 
night and day. We will 
not rest until all are 
found,” Taiwanese Pres-
ident Tsai Ing-wen said 
on her official Twitter 

account.
The areas worst affect-

ed in the quake are locat-
ed close to the eastern city 
of Hualien -- the Hualien 
and Yilan districts -- al-
though tremors were felt 
throughout the island 
and had forced people 
out of their homes.

Search teams man-
aged to rescue 235 people, 
trapped under the rub-
ble of collapsed build-
ings in Hualien, including 
the worst-hit Yunmen 
Cuidi building and Ho-
tel Tongshuai, where the 
lower floors had collapsed 
completely.

Two hotel employees, 
buried under the rubble 
of the hotel, were able 
to contact rescue teams. 
Out of the 830 people, 
who were evacuated, 643 
took refuge in temporary 
shelters.

The quake also report-
edly triggered landslides 
which affected the coun-
try’s main Suhua highway 
and the state highway 11.
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Actor Abhishek Bachchan’s Twitter account was on Wednesday hacked by pro-Pakistani 
Turkish cyber army Ayyildiz Tim, which had earlier hacked veteran actor Anupam 
Kher’s Twitter account. As a result of the hacking, the verification tick on Abhishek’s 
Twitter account vanished, and his cover photograph featured a missile that read “Ayy-
ildiz Tim” in chalk. Abhishek’s profile also had several tweets in Turkish. Twitter said in 
an official post: “Our teams are working to resolve an issue affecting a small number of  
Indian users. We will notify affected account holders directly. Reminder: do not click on 
links in DMs coming from unknown accounts.” On Tuesday, it emerged that the Twitter 
accounts of Anupam, RSS leader and BJP General Secretary Ram Madhav and senior 
Indian journalist and Member of Parliament Swapan Dasgupta were hacked. After his 
account was restored, Anupam sent out an advisory to his followers. (IANS)

Abhishek Bachchan’s Twitter account hacked

Ozzy Osbourne ‘not 
retiring’ from performing

Actor Jeetendra’s cousin claims he 
sexually assaulted her when she was 18

Hammer, Anderson to be 
honoured at Texas Film Awards

Working with Bob Dylan was like 
winning lottery — Gene Simmons

Kylie names 
daughter Stormi

T
he Black Sab-
bath rocker 
announced 
his final solo 
world tour, 

a two-year jaunt of the 
globe entitled the ‘No 
More Tours 2’ - which is 
a reference to a tour of 
the same name which he 
conducted in 1992 - on 
Tuesday (06.02.18), but 
has reassured fans that 
he still plans to do the 
odd show here and there.

In an interview with 
Rolling Stone conducted 
after the announcement, 
the 69-year-old rocker 
said: “I’m not retiring.

“It’s ‘No More Tours,’ 

so I’m just not doing 
world tours anymore. I’m 
still going to be doing gigs, 
but I’m not going on tour 
for six months at a time 
anymore. I’d like to spend 
some time at home.”

Ozzy - known as 
The Prince of Darkness 
- wants to spend more 
time with his family after 
recently welcoming his 
eighth grandchild into 
the world, Minnie, his 
son Jack Osbourne’s third 
child.

On why he’s giving 
up touring, he said: “I’ve 
experienced fantastic 
things; it’s been an in-
credible journey.

“I just need to slow it 
down a little.

“I enjoy being a 
grandfather.

“I don’t want to go 
through another gen-
eration of Osbournes 
without seeing them 
grow up.”

Ozzy will be doing 
Black Sabbath classics 
such as ‘Paranoid’ and 
‘Crazy Train’ on the tour, 
but after the Birmingham 
band retired themselves 
from touring, he insists 
he didn’t take away 
anything from their final 
concerts, only that he has 
“more control” now.

He said: “Black Sab-

bath is a completely dif-
ferent thing. When I was 
in Black Sabbath, I was 
just a singer with a band 
called Black Sabbath. 
Now it’s Ozzy Osbourne, 
and I have more control 
over what’s going on than 
I did with Sabbath.”

Announcing the final 
tour, Ozzy said: “I’ve been 
extremely blessed to have 
had two successful music 
careers. I’m looking at 
this final tour as being a 
huge celebration for my 
fans and anyone who has 
enjoyed my music over 
the past five decades.”

The ‘War Pigs’ singer 
is to be joined by long-
time collaborators Zakk 
Wylde, Blasko, Tommy 
Clufetos and Adam 
Wakeman on the run, 
and will be supported by 
Stone Sour.

‘No More Tours 2’ 
kicks off with a pair of 
festival shows in Florida 
- Jacksonville’s Welcome 
to Rockville and Fort 
Lauderdale’s FortRock on 
April 27 and 29 respec-
tively - before he jets off 
across Central and South 
America and Europe, 
before heading back to 
the US in August.

Femalefirst.co.uk

V
eteran Bollywood ac-
tor Jeetendra was on 
Wednesday accused of 
sexually harassing his 
cousin, who has come 

forward to file a police complaint 
47 years after the alleged incident. 

Jeetendra, whose real name 
is Ravi Kapoor, is the son of the 
victim’s father’s sister.

The victim made the allega-
tion in a police complaint filed 
with Himachal Pradesh’s Director 
General of Police. A copy of the 
complaint is with IANS.

As per the complaint, the inci-
dent took place in January 1971, 
when the victim was 18 and Jee-
tendra was 28. It happened when 
he “arranged” for the victim to join 
him from New Delhi to Shimla on 
the set of his movie without the 

complainant’s “awareness”.
The victim has claimed that 

on the night they reached Shimla, 
Jeetendra returned to the room 
in an inebriated state, joined the 
two separate beds and sexually 
assaulted her. The allegation comes 
amid the #MeToo campaign as 
part of which women have come 
out about facing sexual abuse at 
the hands of powerful men. While 
several ladies have accused Hol-
lywood’s powerful men, the Hindi 
film industry -- while admitting 
the prevalence of abuse -- have not 
named and shamed as openly. 

Jeetendra, now 75, is a well-
known name in the Hindi film 
industry. He is also a film producer, 
and has daughter Ekta and son 
Tusshar with wife Shobhaa.

IANS

A
cademy-Award nominated 
screenwriter and director 
Paul Thomas Anderson and 
actor Armie Hammer will be 
honoured at the upcoming 

Texas Film Awards.
The Austin Film Society (AFS) made 

the announcement on Tuesday, reports 
variety.com.

Anderson will receive the inaugural 
Jonathan Demme Award of the Texas 
Film Hall of Fame. 

The AFS consulted with Demme’s 
family to choose Anderson as this year’s 
recipient of the award.

Anderson was a disciple of Demme 
and shot his 2007 drama “There Will Be 
Blood” in Texas. Anderson most recently 
directed and wrote the screenplay for 
“Phantom Thread”, which has been 
nominated for Academy Awards for best 

director and best motion picture.
The ceremony will be held on March 

4 at the Dolby Theatre here. It will be 
aired in India live on Star Movies and 
Star Movies Select on March 5.

Hammer will be presented with 
Variety’s One to Acclaim Award. Steven 
Gaydos, Vice President and executive 
editor of Variety, will give the “Call Me By 
Your Name” actor his award. 

Hammer will next appear in “Final 
Portrait” directed by Stanley Tucci.

Along with Anderson and Hammer, 
other Texas Film Hall of Fame members 
will attend the event being held at the 
AFS Cinema. The Texas Film Awards help 
raise funds for the AFS which is a non-
profit organisation that creates artistic 
and education programmes. The Texas 
Film Awards take place on March 8.

IANSA
merican-Israeli musician 
Gene Simmons considers 
himself extremely lucky to 
have worked with music 
legend Bob Dylan.

The rocker,68, says that it was a mat-
ter of luck that he got to work with Dylan, 
76, and recalled how after contacting 
his manager to ask to speak to the ‘Like 
a Rolling Stone’ hitmaker, he turned up 
outside his home two days later, and the 
rest is history, reports femalefirst.co.uk.

Appearing on ‘The Pulse Of Radio’, 
Simmons said: “Everybody buys lot-
tery tickets. What are their chances of 
winning? Not much. So what? There is 
a chance you can win, and I’m like 
that. So I called his manager: 
‘Can I speak with Bob?’ 
‘What do you wanna 
talk to him about?’ 
‘I ... I wanna write a 
song with Bob.’

“And all of a 
sudden within 
two days, an 
unmarked van 
shows up at my 
house and Bob 
gets out with an 
acoustic guitar 
in his hand, and 
tells his driver, ‘I’ll 
see you at the end 
of the day,’ comes 
up and we start 
strumming. I 
mean it 

was just like that.”
Simmons released “Gene Simmons 

- The Vault Experience: 1966-2016” last 
year, which includes a never-heard-be-
fore 15-minute clip of him in the studio 
with Dylan.

The “Lick it up” singer says getting 
to discuss how we writes music with the 
“Blowin’ in the wind” star will forever be 
a career “highlight”.

IANS

R
eality TV per-
sonality Kylie 
Jenner and 
rapper Travis 
Scott have 

named their daughter 
Stormi.

In an Instagram post, 
Kylie posted an image of 
her holding her daugh-
ter’s hand with the cap-
tion: “Stormi”, reports the 
thesun.co.uk.

Although Kylie and 
her boyfriend Travis 
Scott have yet to reveal 
the reason they chose 
the moniker, some baby 
name websites say the 
name means having 
“charm” and being able 
to “attract money”.

Kylie announced on 
Sunday that her child 
with Scott was born on 
February 1 and apolo-
gised for keeping her 
pregnancy secret from 
her 101 million Instagram 
followers and other fans.

Stormi is the second 
of three additions to the 
Kardashian clan this 
year. Half-sister Kim 
Kardashian and her rap-
per husband Kanye West 
announced the arrival 
in January of their third 
child -- Chicago.

Stormi joins Kardashi-
an cousins North, Saint, 
Reign, Dream, Mason 
and Penelope.

IANS

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 2 pm, 8 pm: 
Padmaavat (Hindi)

5 pm: Maze Runner: 
The Death Cure

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Birthday Greetings

Happy birthday to 
my one true love! 
Here’s wishing you 
many years of good 
health so that we can 
enjoy our time being 
together for many 
birthday celebrations 
ahead. God bless you!

From. Chumben

Hollywood Vampires announce UK tour dates
Alice Cooper, Joe Perry and Johnny Depp will make their live UK 

debut in June - with special guests The Darkness and The Damned

H
ollywood Vampires 
have announced 
they’ll make their 
UK debut later this 
year.

The band featuring vocalist 
Alice Cooper, Aerosmith guitar-
ist Joe Perry and actor/guitarist 
Johnny Depp will play four dates 
across the country in June, with 
shows planned in Birmingham, 
Manchester, Glasgow and Lon-
don.

They’ll be joined by special 

guests The Darkness and The 
Damned.

Hollywood Vampires released 
their self-titled debut album in 
2015, featuring guest appearances 
from Dave Grohl, Perry Farrell, 
Paul McCartney, Slash, Brian 
Johnson, Robbie Krieger, Zak 
Starkey, Joe Walsh and Kip Winger.

The band is named after the 
legendary drinking club who 
gathered at the Rainbow Bar on 
Hollywood’s Sunset Boulevard.

Cooper, a founding member 

of the original Vampires, says: “To 
join the club, one simply had to 
out drink all of the members. I 
would walk in on a typical night 
and John Lennon, Harry Nilsson, 
Keith Moon – who would usu-
ally be in a costume like a maid 
or a chauffeur –Bernie Taupin, 
Jim Morrison and Mickey Dolenz 
would be there. 

“The next week might be 
Bernie Taupin, Jimi Hendrix, Jim 
Morrison and Mickey Dolenz.”

Teamrock
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Dheeraj Singh Moirangthem

Mauricio Pochettino believes the constant analysis of refereeing decisions is bad for the game

11

India’s U-17 WC star 
Dheeraj leaves for Scotland

TFA to conduct selection trails for induction into SAI

Morning FC start season on a winning note

Minerva Punjab  pip Shillong Lajong to go top

Over-analysis ‘killing’ football says Pochettino

Mumbai, Feb. 7 (PTI): His 
confidence bolstered after 
a stint with former Eng-
land goalkeeper David 
James, India’s U-17 custo-
dian Dheeraj Singh Moi-
rangthem today left for a 
trial at Scottish Premier-
ship club Motherwell FC.

His training sting is 
starting from tomorrow.

Dheeraj, who manned 
India’s post at the FIFA 
U-17 World Cup at home 
last year, quit Indian Ar-
rows, the All India Football 
Federation’s developmen-
tal squad playing in the 
I- League, after the end of 
his contract on December 
31, 2017.

And while Arrows’ Por-
tuguese coach Luis Norton 
de Matos was disappoint-
ed by his decision, a stint 

Dimapur, Feb. 7 (EMN): For the 
first time in Nagaland, Tata Football 
Academy (TFA) will be conducting 
selection trails for induction into 
the academy at SAI ground, Nagar-
jan, Dimapur on Feb. 10 from 7 am.

Interested candidates must 
be born between 1/1/2002 and 
31/12/2003. The minimum height 
should be 5:6 ft approximately and 
the minimum weight should be 
55kg.

Aspirants will be tested on their 
performances and match situation, 

technical skills on the ball, tacti-
cal awareness and physical ability, 
based on which they will progress 
to the next rounds of the selection 
in TFA in the month of April-May 
2018.

Participating players are in-
formed to carry copies of birth cer-
tificate (original and xerox) issued 
by registrar of births and deaths, 
Municipal council or any other 
government equivalent authority.

The date of registration of birth 
mentioned in certificate should be 

within one year of the actual date 
of birth.

Players are also asked to carry 
copy of aadhaar card, letter from the 
school principal certifying the age 
and class in which they are study-
ing as per school records (original 
and copy) and two no’s of passport 
size photographs. All aspirants are 
asked to come with full personal 
playing kit.

For more information one 
can contact at the given number: 
9402697888 and 8119818928.

Kohima, Feb. 7 (EMN): 
Morning Football Club 
narrowly defeated Mo-
rung United 4-3 to start 
their season on a win-
ning note during the third 
match of the ongoing 
Morning Premier League 
at Seikhazou ground, Ko-
hima on Wed. morning.

In a seven-goal fest, 
Morung United opened 
the scoring through Li-
pok in the 14th minute, 
but the goal was cut short 
within three minutes as 
Temsumeren setup Rong-
sen to score the equaliser 
for Morning FC.

Morung started their 

counter-attack as Bura-
kum added the second 
goal in the 19th minute 
assisted by Lipok and they 
took the lead until Akhri-
elie fired home the second 
goal in 45th minute for 
Morning FC to make it 2-2 
in the first half. Within the 
second half introduction, 

Atsapa fired home in the 
first minute in the second 
half for Morung to take 
the lead again but goals 
from Dikwa and Vizo in 
the last quarter handed 
the victory to Morning FC.

Thursday’s match
MRH Sunrisers vs 
Ziekezou Seniors

London, Feb. 7 (AFP): 
Tottenham boss Mauricio 
Pochettino fears English 
football’s obsession with 
over-analysis of decisions 
and a fixation with diving 
could kill the sport.

Pochettino’s side drew 
2-2 at Liverpool on Sun-
day in a match marred by 
contentious penalty deci-
sions by referee Jon Moss.

To t t e n h a m  w e r e 
awarded two penalties 
which have been the 
source of fierce debate in 
the past two days, while 
Spurs midfielder Dele 
Alli was also booked for 
diving.

Pochettino felt  all 
three calls were correct, 
but Liverpool counter-
part Jurgen Klopp was left 
fuming as his side were 
pegged back in stoppage 
time when Harry Kane 
converted the second 
controversially awarded 
penalty.

Tottenham’s impres-
sive performance has 
subsequently been over-
looked as the decisions of 
the officials are analysed 
with a fine-tooth comb, 
and Pochettino believes 
paying so much attention 
to such issues takes away 
from the essence of the 
game.

“Football is a creative 
sport, in which you need 
the talent, that grows in 
a very intelligent person, 
a very smart brain,” he 

Panchkula (Haryana), 
Feb. 7 (IANS): Minerva 
Punjab FC rode on a late 
strike by Gagandeep Bali 
to pip Shillong Lajong FC 
3-2 in an exciting I-League 
match and regain the top 
spot here on Wednesday.

Guy Eric Dano had 
struck in the sixth minute 
to give Minerva the lead. 
Bali (45+2, 81st minute) 
had doubled the hosts’ 
lead just before half-time.

H o w e v e r,  L a j o n g 
clawed their way back 
into the game in the sec-

ond half with Daniel Oda-
fin (60th) and Lawrence 
Sokota Doe (67th) scoring 
in quick succession to 
put the visitors on level 
terms.

It was 
a n  o p e n 
game there-
after with 
both teams 
managing to create their 
fair share of chances.

Bali however, struck 
in the closing stages to 
ensure all three points for 
Minerva.

Minerva thus climbed 
a spot to the top of the 
table with 29 points from 
13 matches. They pushed 
down top division debu-

t a n t s 
Neroca 
F C  t o 
t h e 
s e c -
o n d 

place. 
Neroca,  who have 

played 14 matches, trail 
Minerva by two points.

Lajong remain at the 
fifth position in the 10-

team league ladder with 
17 points from 15 match-
es.

Wednesday’s victory is 
a huge boost for Minerva 
in their quest for a maiden 
I-League title as Kolkata 
giants Mohun Bagan and 
East Bengal are also in 
with a chance to win the 
crown.

East Bengal are third 
with 23 points from 13 
matches while arch-rivals 
Mohun Bagan are fourth 
with 20 points from 12 
outings.
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF HIGHER EDUCATION

NAGALAND: KOHIMA
NO.HED/SCHO-1/2016/ Kohima: Dated, the 6th Feb. 2018

In the interest of student community and general public at large, the Department of Higher Education is hereby giving a press statement 
on the latest payment status of Post Matric scholarship for ST students of Nagaland.

Thus far, the Scheme Implementing Agency has received three installments from the Funding Agency i.e. Ministry of Tribal Affairs which 
are given below:

REPORT ON POST MATRIC SCHOLARSHIP FOR ST STUDENTS OF NAGALAND FOR THE YEAR 2016-17

SL.NO Letter No & Date Amount (RS)
Central Share Letter No. & Date Amount (RS)

State Share Total Remarks

                             
1.

NO.20014/20/2012-
Education,Government of 
India, Ministry of Tribal 
Affairs(Education) Section, 
Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi ,Dated 
28th Dec.2016 (1st instalment, 
Admissible Central Share)

Rs.13,44,00,000

NO. EXPDR-B/32/2016-17/
BT/976 Government 
of Nagaland, Finance 
Deptt, Expenditure ‘B’ 
Branch Kma, Dated the 4th 
Sept.2017.

Rs.1,49,33,000 as 10% 
State matching share 
of the 1st instalment

Rs.
1,4,93,33,000

Utilized
(Payment done in the 
month of       Oct. 17)

  2.

NO.20014/20/2012-
Education,Government of 
India, Ministry of Tribal 
Affairs(Education) Section: 
Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi ,Dated 
13th Dec.2017 (2nd instalment, 
Admissible Central Share)

Rs.6,01,00,000

NO. EXPDR-B/32/2017-18/
NL/107. Government of 
Nagaland, Finance Deptt, 
Expenditure ‘B’ Branch. 
Kma, Dated the 19th 
Dec.2017.

Rs. 66,78,000  as 10% 
State matching share 
of the 2nd  instalment  
plus unspent balance 
of 2015-16 of Rs. 
. 2,08,82,000= 
2,75,60,000.

Rs.
8,76,60,000.

Utilized
( Payment done in the 
month of Dec.17)

3.

NO.20014/20/2012-
Education,Government of 
India, Ministry of Tribal 
Affairs(Education) Section: 
Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi ,Dated 
21st Dec.2017 (3rd  instalment, 
Admissible Central Share)

Rs.13,00,00,000

NO. EXPDR-B/32/2017-18/
LS/111 Government of 
Nagaland, Finance Deptt 
, Expenditure ‘B’ Branch. 
Kma, Dated, the 15th 
Jan.2018.

Rs. 1,44,44,000  as 
10% State matching 
share of the 3rd  
instalment

Rs. 
14,44,44,000.

Utilized an amount of 
Rs. 14,44,14,295.  
(Payment done in 
the month Jan.18) 
balance of Rs. 29705 
to be adjusted in 
the last instalment 
payment.

4.  Total: Rs.32,45,00,000 Total: Rs.5,69,37,000. Rs.
38,14,37,000 Rs.38,14,07,295

Out of the total amount received in three instalments i.e. Rs.38,14,37,000/-, the     implementing department could utilize only Rs.38,14,07,295 
/- (Rupees thirty eight crore fourteen lakh  seven thousand two hundred ninety five only) in making necessary  payment of Post Matric 
Scholarship to 32749 ST students beneficiaries for the year 2016-2017 period, for which it was sanctioned.  The remaining balance amount of 
Rs. 29,705/- (Rupees Twenty nine thousand seven hundred five) shall be adjusted in the final phase/ instalment payment. 

It is to be informed that, the State Government is yet to receive Rs.7,71,73,310/- ( Rupees Seven crore seventy one lakh seventy 
three thousand three hundred ten only) in making necessary scholarship payment to 11335 ST deserving students  of Nagaland for the year 
2016-17.  As soon as the Ministry releases the Amount, the implementing Agency shall do the necessary payment to the remaining deserving 
students.

The list of beneficiaries and the amount credited into students account is available in the Directorate’s website .i.e. highereducation 
nagaland.gov.in. Students who are availing the said scheme or schemes that are being implemented by the said Department may call the office 
for any clarification and doubt during the office hour. SD/-

ADDL.DIRECTOR
HIGHER EDUCATION

NAGALAND: KOHIMA
Issued by DIPRKG-2304

with James at Indian Su-
per League (ISL) franchise 
Kerala Blasters has been 
encouraging.

According to Dheeraj’s 
agent Anuj Kichlu, the 
17-year-old goalkeeper 
from Manipur will train 
with Motherwell FC’s first 
time.

In case he manages 
to impress the coaches at 
Motherwell FC, Dheeraj 
will still have to wait till 
July, when he turns 18, to 
obtain an international 
transfer.

Motherwell’s interest 
in the Indian goalkeeper 
grew after his impressive 
showing at the U-17 World 
Cup.

Dheeraj’s trial in Scot-
land is expected to be for 
three weeks.

said.
“And now we are so fo-

cused on minimal details. 
I don’t know. I am worried 
that in a few years, if the 
sport that we love now 
(will still be) a passion-
ate sport that the people 
love to watch around the 
world.

“If we are not push-
ing that sport into a very 
rigid structured (one) - 
with the VAR, with being 
focused too much on the 
small actions like this.”

In what will be seen 
as supporting Alli’s con-
stant issue with diving, 
Pochettino also claimed 
the England star’s prob-
lem isn’t worth worrying 
about.

“To stop the game, to 
punish people that ... 20 
years ago, 30 years ago, it 
was like all congratulate 
the player when he tricks 
the referee or like this. If 
you remember the foot-
ball 30 years ago,” he said.

“That is the football 

that I was in love with 
when I was a child. Foot-
ball is about trying to 
trick your opponent. You 
know? Yes or no? Tactic - 
what does tactic mean?

“When you do some 
tactics it is to try to trick 
the opponent. You say, 
‘Oh I play on the right 
but I’m going to finish on 
the left’.

“It’s a mix that I am 
worried that maybe we 
are going to kill the game. 
We love this game.”
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James Harden of the Houston Rockets brought up 15,000 career 
points as Houston swept to a 123-113 win over the Brooklyn Nets

Sangakkara calls for Test pay 
minimum to stop T20 exodus

Cavs buried by Orlando 'avalanche', Harden bags 15,000th point

India football coach Constantine 
given contract extension

Nadal confirms participation in Queen's Club ChampionshipsDiabate impact impresses Leicester manager Puel

British sprinter Levine suspended after failing drugs test
New Saudi horse racing championship 
to have $17 million in prizes

Man Utd player 
Sanchez handed prison 
sentence for tax fraud

Hong Kong, Feb. 7 (ptI/
AFp): Sri Lankan veteran 
Kumar Sangakkara has 
called for Test cricket to 
introduce a minimum 
match fee for all countries 
to stop young players 
ditching the long-form 
for lucrative Twenty20 
leagues.

Sangakkara, the fifth-
highest run scorer in the 
history of Test cricket, 
retired from the first-class 
game last year but has 
continued playing for 
domestic T20 franchises 
around the world, includ-
ing in this week's Hong 
Kong T20 Blitz.

T h e  4 0 - y e a r - o l d 
praised the shorter for-
mat for spreading the 
game's popularity to 
new markets but warned 
that without change Test 
cricket could face a battle 
to remain relevant for 
young players and fans.

"T20 is the ideal for-
mat to introduce -- you 
talk about the Americas, 
with China," Sangakkara 
told AFP on Wednesday.

"Since its inception 
it's been a huge pillar of 
strength for world cricket.

"But there are a few 
negatives ... a lot of young 
players taking up T20 in-
stead of playing interna-

Manchester, Feb. 7 (IANS): Manchester United's latest 
recruit Alexis Sanchez was on Wednesday handed a 
16-month prison sentence for tax fraud during his time 
at Barcelona.

The Chilean admitted defrauding Spanish tax au-
thorities of $1,249515 from image rights during his time 
with the Catalan football giants, reports mirror.co.uk. 

The 29-year-old has been fined $728,883 and will 
also repay the money to the authorities. He will however 
avoid a jail sentence if he does not commit a crime in the 
next two years.

The Chilean had set up a Maltese company called 
Numidia Trading in a tax avoidance scheme to stop 
paying on his image rights deals between 2012 and 2013. 

The former Barcelona star was represented in court 
by the same lawyer who defended his former teammate 
Javier Mascherano on similar charges.

London, Feb. 7 (reuters): 
British Olympic sprinter 
Nigel Levine has been 
provisionally suspended 
after for failing a drugs 
test, UK Athletics said on 
Wednesday. British media 
reported in December that 
Levine had tested positive 
for the banned asthma 
drug clenbuterol, which is 

on the World Anti-Doping 
Agency’s prohibited list.

The 28-year-old has 
not competed since he 
broke his pelvis in a seri-
ous motorbike crash in 
January last year, an acci-
dent which also involved 
compatriot James Elling-
ton.

“The provisional sus-

pension was issued by 
UK Anti-Doping and is 
in accordance with IAAF 
(International Association 
of Athletics Federations) 
Anti-Doping Rules,” UK 
Athletics said in a state-
ment.

“The individual now 
has the opportunity to 
respond to the charge 

against him including the 
right to a full hearing of 
the case.”

Levine, who special-
izes in the 400 metres, 
competed at the 2016 Rio 
Olympics and was part 
of the British squad that 
won relay gold at the 2014 
European Championships 
in Zurich.

tional cricket.
"There are various 

things that have been dis-
cussed, about parity of 
pay, especially when it 
comes to match fees for 
Test cricket.

"Shouldn't there be a 
blanket minimum pay for 
Test cricketers? 

"The top countries are 
being paid a certain Test 
match fee -- shouldn't 
that  be ref lected al l 
throughout the Test- play-
ing countries?" 

Currently, interna-
tional match fees paid to 
cricketers from different 
Test nations vary wildly, 

with the sport's so- called 
"Big Three" -- India, Eng-
land and Australia -- far 
ahead of the rest.

According to a sur-
vey last year by ESPN 
CricInfo, Australia's cap-
tain Steven Smith was 
due to earn 1,469,000 in 
2017 while Zimbabwean 
skipper Graeme Cremer 
pocketed just 86,000.

Twenty20 competi-
tions have sprung up 
around the world, from 
Austral ia 's  Big  Bash 
League and India's IPL 
which stretch out over 
many weeks to smaller 
competitions in Hong 

Kong, Bangladesh, and 
the UAE which last just a 
few days.
tests 'the pinnacle
Players from poorer na-
tions can often earn more 
in the Twenty20 world 
than by representing their 
countries at Test level.

The MCC world crick-
et committee last month 
endorsed calls for wage 
reform at its annual meet-
ing.

Fans as well as play-
ers need to be canvased 
on the changes required 
to keep Test cricket as 
the sport's pinnacle, in-
cluding day-night and 

L o s  A n g e l e s , Fe b. 7 
(AFp):  LeBron James 
and the Cleveland Cava-
liers crashed to yet an-
other humiliating de-
feat against the Orlando 
Magic on Tuesday as 
James Harden scored his 
15,000th career point to 
extend Houston's win-
ning streak to five games.

In Orlando, James 
scored 25 points but 
it was not enough to 
prevent the Cavs from 
slumping to a 116-98 loss 
in a roller coaster game.

Cleveland looked to 
be in the mood for an 
emphatic win after piling 
on a massive 43 points 
in the first quarter and 
powering to 67-51 at half-
time.

But Orlando domi-
nated the second half, 
outscor ing the Cavs 
65-31 in the final two 
quarters to complete a 
crushing win before their 
home fans.

A  g r i m  n i g h t  f o r 

Cleveland also saw coach 
Tyronn Lue leave court-
side midway through the 
second quarter with an 
undisclosed illness. Lue 
did not reappear and re-
portedly watched the 
remainder of the game 
from the locker room.

Orlando were sparked 
by 34 points from Jon-
athon Simmons, on a 
night when all of Or-
lando's starters cracked 
double digits.

Cavs star James pin-
pointed a disastrous 
third quarter -- when 
Orlando poured on 41 
points -- for the loss.

"They hit some big-
time shots in the third 
quarter," James said. 
"The snowball turned 
into an avalanche in the 
third. A 41-point quar-
ter is hard to come back 
from."

James said Lue's ill-
ness had also affected 
the team. "Unfortunately 
he's sick and that's all we 

Mumbai, Feb. 7 (IANS): 
India football team head 
coach Stephen Con-
stantine was handed a 
contract extension on 
Wednesday by the All 
India Football Federation 
(AIFF), which rewarded 
the Englishman for the 
2019 Asian Cup qualifi-
cation.

The 55-year-old, who 
has been in charge of the 
national team since 2015, 
helped India achieve 
their best-ever FIFA rank-
ing since February 1996 
when they ranked 96 in 
July 2017.

"The AIFF Technical 
Committee chaired by 
Shyam Thapa held here, 
unanimously agreed to 
offer an extension of con-
tract to Stephen Con-
stantine based on his 
performance," the AIFF 
announced in a state-
ment.

"The members felt 
that the Indian senior 
national men's team met 
the dual strategic objec-
tives of AIFF by qualifying 
for the AFC Asian Cup 
2019 as well as by con-
sistently achieving a top 
15 FIFA ranking amongst 
Asian countries in the 
recent past. Accordingly, 
there was no reason for 
the AIFF not to offer a 
contract to Stephen," the 
statement added.

four-day Tests, said San-
gakkara.

"We need to under-
stand what Test cricket 
means to players and 
what it is to fans," he said.

"Relevance in sport is 
so important in terms of 
not just growing the sport 
but also sustaining it.

"I think international 
cricket is very strong still. 
For any player, I think the 
honour of representing 
their country be it in Test, 
one-dayers or T20 cricket, 
it's still the pinnacle of 
the game." 

Sangakkara, who is 
appearing for Galaxy 
Gladiators Lantau in this 
week's Hong Kong tour-
nament, also praised the 
shorter format for ex-
tending his career.

"T20 is definitely the 
easiest format at my age 
to stay competitive in," 
said Sangakkara, who re-
tired from the first- class 
game in September.

Sangakkara went out 
at the top with a remark-
able final flourish for Sur-
rey in the English county 
championship, finishing 
as the competition's top 
scorer with 1,491 runs at 
an average of 106.50.

"I'm definitely a has-
been!" he joked.

Constantine, though, 
won't be given a big hike, 
Thapa indicated.

"There won't be a 
massive hike given to 
him. That is the under-
standing. We have com-
municated our decision 
to the AIFF and now 
Constantine will decide," 
Thapa told IANS.

Constantine's de-
mand for a salary hike 
was the only bone of con-
tention before the meet-
ing.

Constantine draws a 
monthly salary of $20,000 
(around Rs 12.8 lakh).

The English-Cypriot 
coach began his second 
spell in India in January 
2015. He got a 14-month 
extension in November 
2016 and was denied a 
hike back then.

But after that, India 
have been on a roll, re-
maining undefeated in 
13 matches, an unprec-
edented run that includes 
11 wins and two draws.

India's ranking also 
improved dramatically as 
they reached their highest 
ranking in two decades 
when they broke into the 
top-100 (96) and are cur-
rently placed 102nd in the 
world.

The technical com-
mittee also met the coach 
of India's under-17 World 
Cup team and Indian 
Arrows, Luis Norton de 
Matos, who gave a pre-
sentation charting the 
roadmap for the team.

"We are very happy 
with him and he has been 
doing well with the boys," 
Thapa added.

Madrid, Feb. 7 (reuters): 
World number one Rafa 
Nadal  wil l  return to 
this year’s Queen’s Club 
Championships in what 
will be the 10th anniver-
sary of his memorable 
triumph that served as 
a prelude to his maiden 
Wimbledon title.

Nadal came into the 
2008 event on the back of 
his fourth French Open 
title and beat Serbia’s No-
vak Djokovic in the final 
at West London. He then 
outlasted his great rival 
and defending champi-
on Roger Federer in five 
sets at Wimbledon.

“It is going to be the 
10th anniversary of my 
victory there in 2008, it’s 
a great memory, winning 

heard," James said. "He's 
the captain of our ship so 
it's a tough blow."

The Cavs face the 
Minnesota Timberwolves 
on Wednesday back in 

Cleveland, who have al-
ready beaten the Cavs 
this season.

"We've got a great 
opportunity tomorrow 
against a team that beat 
us up pretty good be-
fore," James said. "We 
look forward to the chal-
lenge. We've got to come 
out and sustain the chal-
lenge."

Harden MVp? 
In New York meanwhile, 
Rockets  star  Harden 
brought up 15,000 career 
points on as Houston 
swept to a 123-113 win 
over the Brooklyn Nets 
to maintain pressure on 
Golden State at the top of 
the Western Conference.

Harden finished with 
36 points as the Rockets 
bagged a fifth straight 
victory to improve to 39-
13, two wins back from 
the Warriors.

Chris Paul had 25 
points, with Clint Capela 
adding 18 and Gerald 

Green contributing 16 
points from the bench.

Harden was bom-
barded with chants "M-
V-P!" during the game 
but said afterwards he 
was not thinking about 
personal honours.

"Just want to win, and 
put ourselves in the best 
position that we can for 
post-season and then 
we'll take it from there," 
Harden said.

Golden State mean-
while were thumped 125-
105 by Oklahoma City 
Thunder. Paul George 
and Russell Westbrook 
combined to dismantle 
the Warriors defence. 
George finished with 38 
points while Westbrook 
added 34.

Kevin Durant led the 
scoring for the Warriors 
with 33 points against his 
former team. Draymond 
Green was ejected for 
the third time this season 
after lobbing the ball at 
an official.

there and three weeks 
later winning Wimble-
don,” Spaniard Nadal 
said in a video posted to 
the tournament’s Twitter 

account.
“It was an unforget-

table year. I am excited 
to be coming back and 
playing Queen’s again... 

London, Feb. 7 (reuters): 
Leicester City forward 
Fousseni Diabate has the 
right attributes to handle 
the rigours of the Premier 
League and has made a 
good early impression, 
manager Claude Puel 
said.

Diabate, 22, who can 
operate as a forward or on 
the wings, scored a brace 
on his debut in Leices-
ter’s 5-1 FA Cup victory at 
third-tier Peterborough 
United last month.

The versatile Malian 
took up Riyad Mahrez’s 
position on the right side 
of midfield in Saturday’s 
1-1 draw with Swan-
sea City, with the Alge-
rian midfielder left out for 
missing training and try-
ing to force a move away 
from the club.

“I think he has a lot 
qualities and good at-

riyadh, Feb. 7 (reuters): 
Saudi Arabia has an-
nounced a new horse 
racing championship 
with prizes totalling 
more than $17 million 
that would make it one of 
the sport’s richest events.

The King Abdulaziz 
Horse Championship 
will rival the Kentucky 

Derby in size and attract 
competitors from the 
United States, the United 
Kingdom and Japan, the 
government’s General 
Sports Authority said late 
on Tuesday, without say-
ing when the first run 
would be held.

Riyadh is keen to de-
velop its sports indus-

try as part of reforms to 
diversify the economy 
beyond oil exports and 
create a more modern, 
dynamic society.

The horse champion-
ship was a way for the 
desert kingdom to share 
its “historic and cultural 
legacy” with the world, 
the sports authority said 

in the statement.
Last year’s  Dubai 

World Cup offered a 
$10-million prize for its 
top race, although me-
dia reported prizes for 
the entire event totalled 
$30 million. The 2018 
Pegasus World Cup Invi-
tational in Florida had a 
$16-million purse.  

I can’t wait to be there.”
Nadal last played the 

Wimbledon warm-up 
event in 2015 and lost to 
Alexandr Dolgopolov in 
the opening round. He 
pulled out of the event in 
the last two years due to 
injuries. The 31-year-old 
retired with an injury in 
the fifth set of his Austra-
lian Open quarter-final 
match against Croatia’s 
Marin Cilic last month.

Three-times grand 
slam champion Andy 
Murray, who underwent 
hip surgery last month, 
is targeting a comeback 
at the event he has won 
five times, the organis-
ers said.

The tournament will 
be held from Jun. 18-24.

tributes for the Premier 
League,” Puel said. “It was 
his second game for us 
and he showed a lot of 
quality.”

Diabete moved to 
Leicester in the January 
transfer window from 
French Ligue 2 side Ga-
zelec Ajaccio on a four-

and-a-half-year deal. He 
played 20 times in all com-
petitions for the French 
second division club.

“He combined well 
with his team mates. He 
played simple passes and 
two touches, and made 
good penetration,” Puel 
added.

“It was a good first 
half and he showed some 
strong work defensively, 
and brought something to 
our attack.”

Leicester are eighth in 
the table with 35 points 
and travel to league lead-
ers Manchester City on 
Saturday.  


