
Khuochiezie ground in Kohima town being prepared for the swearing-in ceremony of Neiphiu Rio as chief minister of Nagaland, and his 
11-member council of ministers.
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Neiphiu Rio,  who 
hails from Touphema vil-
lage in Kohima district, 
will be taking charge as 
chief minister for the 
fourth time. He was chief 
minister during 2003-08, 
2008-13, and 2013-14. He 
entered parliamentary 
politics in 1987 when he 
contested in the gener-
al elections as an inde-
pendent candidate at 
11th Northern Angami-II 
assembly seat.

After an initial loss, 
he came back in the 1989 
election and was elected 
to the seventh Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly on 
the Congress ticket. It was 

more or less a launch pad 
for him onto a successful 
career in state politics. 

Following four wins in 
state assembly elections 
as a congressman, Rio 
was elected in 2003 on 
the Naga People's Front 
(NPF) ticket and eventu-
ally became the state's 
chief minister. He suc-
cessfully led the party in 
ruling for two terms. In 
2013, he was re-elected 
and continued as chief 
minister till 2014 when 
he decided to move to 
national politics. He won 
the 2014 parliamentary 
elections with a record 
margin of over four lakh 

d e f e a t i n g  t w o  o t h e r 
candidates. After hav-
ing served as member of 
the Lok Sabha for over 
three years, he resigned 
on February this year and 
returned to state politics.

Rio quit the crisis-rid-
dled NPF and joined the 
newly registered NDPP to 
contest the 2018 assem-
bly polls as the party's 
chief ministerial candi-
date. He won unopposed 
from his home constitu-
ency—his eighth elec-
toral win.

Under his leadership, 
the NDPP entered into a 
pre-poll alliance with the 
BJP and contested in 40 

seats in the 60-member 
assembly while the BJP 
fought in 20 seats. The 
NDPP won 18 seats and 
the BJP 12 while their 
rival NPF won 26. 

Although none of the 
political parties made the 
required 31 single-party 
figure for formation of 
government, the NDPP-
BJP garnered support 
from an independent 
and a Janata Dal (Unit-
ed) candidate, taking the 
number to 32 to form 
the new coalition gov-
ernment. Subsequently, 
Governor PB Acharya ap-
pointed Rio as the chief 
minister on Mar. 6.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 7 (EMN): 
Two houses were burned 
in a fire that broke out on 
Wednesday morning be-
low the PWD's office, at a 
tightly packed municipal 
locality in Kohima town.

According to fire fight-
ers from the district's 
emergency services, the 
fire broke out at around 

9:30 am. A thatched house 
was gutted while another 
was partially burned. No 
casualty was reported. In-
formation about the cause 
of the fire was unavailable 
at the time this news re-
port was going to press. 

Four fire tenders were 
pressed into service. The 
emergency personnel 
managed to douse the 

raging fire after about two 
hours. The damage from 
the fire is estimated at 
around INR20 lakh. 

A youth leader from 
the colony, Teisozhavi Tet-
so, expressed appreciation 
to the fire department for 
taking timely action and 
preventing the fire from 
spreading to other build-
ings. 

D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  7 
(EMN): High school and 
higher secondary stu-
dents in Nagaland will go 
to the Nagaland Board of 
School Education (NBSE) 
examinations on Mar. 8. 
The examinations this 
time seem to have a nov-
elty: out of more than 18 
thousand candidates for 
the high school papers, 
there are two students 
who will be writing again 
to 'improve their result,' 
according to the NBSE.   

The NBSE issued a no-
tification on Wednesday. 
It stated that the Higher 
Secondary School Leav-
ing Certificate  (HSSLC) 
examination and the 
promotion-examination 
for class-11 commence 
from Mar. 8 and the High 
School Leaving Certificate 
(HSLC) examination from 
Mar. 9. 

HSSLC examination: 
15, 281 candidates (arts 

11339, commerce 1360; 
science 2582) are enrolled 
and will be writing at 54 
provisional examination 
centres. Out of 15, 281 
candidates, 7827 are girls 
and 7404 boys, the notice 
stated. 

Arts:  Regular can-
didates from 146 insti-
tutions are enrolled. In 
commerce and science, 
candidates are from 35 
and 38 institutions, in that 
order.

Further, 17704 stu-
dents will be writing for 
the class-11 promotion-
examination, the board 
stated. In the HSLC exam-
ination, 10437 boys and 
11275 girls will be writing 
in the examination at 78 
provisional examination 
centres and two sub-cen-
tres, the notice stated.

Also, 639 schools are 
presenting 18, 872 regular 
candidates for the HSLC 
examination. 2835 candi-

dates are 'repeaters.' Two 
students are appearing 
again to 'improve their 
result,' the NBSE men-
tioned. The students were 
not named. Further, there 
are three cases of change 
of centre, it was informed. 

'In HSLC examination, 
Dimapur district has the 
highest enrolment of 7094 
candidates followed by 
Kohima district with 3619 
candidates,' the board 
stated.

"With the examina-
tions on, the NBSE con-
vey its best wishes to all 
the candidates appearing 
for the examination. All 
candidates are requested 
to reach the examination 
centre in time by moving 
out from home early. It 
also requests all the cen-
tre superintendents and 
the invigilators to con-
duct the examinations as 
per the rules," the board 
added.

The Nagaland Legislative Assembly's budget session will be on Mar. 12. Updates 
from the Information & Public Relations on Wednesday referred to a statement 
of the chief secretary in charge Temjen Toy during a meeting on Mar. 7 stating 
that the assembly budget session would commence on the 12th of March. For it, 
he directed administrative and departmental chiefs to 'get ready with the neces-
sary materials for their departments ahead of time.' The departments have been 
directed to work on their annual administrative reports too, among others, which 
'should be submitted' to the assembly secretariat, the updates added.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, March 7: March 
8 is International Wom-
en’s Day. It is a worldwide 
event that commemorates 
the achievements of wom-
en. This year's thematic 
call to action to women 
across the world is about 
urgency: 'Now, more than 
ever, there's a strong call 
to action to press forward 
and progress gender par-
ity. There's a strong call to 
press for progress motivat-
ing and uniting friends, 
colleagues and whole 

communities to think, act 
and be gender-inclusive,' 
reads a mission statement 
on the website of Interna-
tional Women’s Day. 

Its theme for this year 
is 'press for progress' 
which calls for a gender-
parity mindset, to chal-
lenge stereotypes and bias; 
forge 'positive visibility' of 
women; influence others' 
belief and action and cel-
ebrate women's achieve-
ments. 

To  c o m m e m o ra t e 
the event, Eastern Mir-

ror heard opinions from 
people who have carved a 
niche for themselves. 

Kaheli Chophy, FBB 
Colors Femina Miss India 
Nagaland: 'Forge posi-
tive visibility of women 
because it is the need of 
the hour. At this time and 
age when we are witness-
ing women power in other 
parts of the world, why do 
we still doubt (women). 
There is a need (for) total 
cleansing of mentality in 
our society.' 

New Delhi, March 7 (IANS) : The attacks 
on statues snowballed into a major po-
litical storm on Wednesday when busts 
of Dalit icon B.R. Ambedkar in Meerut 
and Jana Sangh founder Syama Prasad 
Mookerjee in Kolkata were damaged, 
forcing Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and BJP President Amit Shah to speak 
tough against vandalism and warning 
the guilty of stern action.

Following the strong condemnation 
by BJP bigwigs and a massive political 
backlash in Tamil Nadu, state party lead-
er H. Raja expressed heartfelt regrets over 
his Facebook post suggesting removal of 
the statue of Dravidian icon Periyar E.V. 
Ramasamy. 

The BJP expelled a local functionary 
in Vellore district for damaging Periyar's 
statue in Tiruppattur on Tuesday night.

Amid fears of flare-up in political 
violence, the Home Ministry asked 
states to take strong action against 
those indulging in vandalism and mak-
ing it clear that district magistrates and 
superintendents of police would be 
responsible in case of any law and order 
disturbance.

The fresh incidents of vandalism fol-
lowed bulldozing of Communist hero 

Lenin's statue in Tripura on Monday, an 
act condoned by some BJP leaders. Len-
in's figure was brought down after the 
BJP swept the elections, ending 25 years 
of Marxist rule in the northeast state.

The situation in parts of Tamil Nadu 
was tense a day after the statue of Peri-
yar, considered the father figure of the 
rationalist movement in Tamil Nadu, was 
vandalized. 

The incident was provoked by BJP 
leader Raja's Facebook post on Tues-
day in which he said: "Lenin's statue 
was broken down in Tripura. Today it 
is Lenin's statue in Tripura, tomorrow 
it will be the statue of caste fanatic E.V. 
Ramasamy."

Raja on Wednesday expressed regret 
for the post, claiming the message was 
posted by his social media administra-
tor without his permission and that he 
had removed it. Street protests broke out 
across Tamil Nadu, including in capital 
Chennai, with workers of the DMK and 
Periyarist groups burning effigies of Raja.

Two petrol bombs were hurled out-
side the BJP office in Coimbatore on 
Wednesday morning. Two activists of 
Periyar organisation were arrested.

Fire in urban Kohima; two houses burned

Modi speaks tough as more statues are targeted

NLA budget session from Mar. 12

NBSE exams from today; two 
students seek redemption

International Women's Day

It's 'now more than ever'

We at Eastern 
Mirror celebrate on 

International Women's 
Day the strength and 

achievements of women 
across the world. We are 
reminded of the purpose 

and the destination of 
greatness for which they 
are destined for. We find 
a new spirit of inspiration 

in that purpose and we 
remember that we all 
are part of one dream 
of which you are an 

important component. 
We wish you health  

and success. 

Rio to be sworn in today; union 
ministers to attend ceremony

EastErn Mirror

 

Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 28° 10°

Agartala 35° 15°

Gangtok 22° 08°

Guwahati 31° 14°

Imphal 29° 09°

Itanagar 26° 14°

Shillong 21° 08°

Delhi 31° 17°

Kolkata 34° 18°

Chennai 34° 22°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 21° 08°
DIMAPUR 23° 12°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 2mm 92%
DIMAPUR 2mm 93%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Do not dwell in the 
past, do not dream of 

the future, concentrate 
the mind on the 

present moment.

~Buddha

Mirror Takes

I shared pictures of your 
injury on Facebook and 

WhatsApp but it's not healing 
the wounds... shall we try 

YouTube?

~ Arien

NatioN SportS

CBI moves court for narco  
test of Karti  | P8

Australia’s Warner fined but cleared 
for second S.Africa Test  | P11
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FIR against Raveena for shooting 
inside Lingaraj Temple | P10
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Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 7 (EMN): 
Sixty-seven years old 
Neiphiu Rio, the leader 
of Nationalist Democrat-
ic Progressive Party-led 
(NDPP) People’s Dem-
ocratic Alliance will be 
sworn in as chief minister 
of Nagaland on Thursday. 

With his 11-member 
council of ministers, Rio 
will be administered the 
oath of office and secrecy 
by the governor of Naga-
land PB Acharya at a pub-
lic swearing-in ceremony 
that will be conducted at 
Khuochiezie ground in 
Kohima at 11:30 am.

A host of central gov-
ernment leaders includ-
ing Union Defence Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman, 
Union Minister of State 
for Home Kiren Rijiju, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party's 
(BJP) national president 
Amit Shah; and the chief 
ministers of Manipur, 
Assam, Meghalaya, and 
Arunachal Pradesh are 
expected to attend the 
ceremony.

Elaborate prepara-
tions were underway on 
Wednesday for the sig-
nificant ‘public event’ 
which is a first in Naga-
land’s history—swearing-
in ceremonies of chief 
minister and council of 
ministers were confined 
to the guarded grounds of 
the Raj Bhavan.

More on Page 5

More on Page 5
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BJP Phek unit decries 
partisan role of churches 

Power cut in Mon district
The sub-divisional officer (Trans) of Mokokchung 
Transmission division, Shilu Longkumer has informed 
consumers under Mon district that power supply to the 
district has been cut off due to fault in 66KV transmission 
line between Tuli - Naginimora - Tizit as a result of heavy 
storm. It has informed that the department has been making 
all efforts to restore power supply at the earliest. Affected 
consumers are requested to bear with the inconvenience. 

Kuotsu union to celebrate Sekrenyi
T Khel Kuotsu Union of Kohima village will be celebrating 
Sekrenyi on March 10 from 12 noon at the residence of Satuo 
Kuotsu (Kuozhü). The union has invited its clan members, 
sisters and relatives married to other communities to join 
the feast.

SAYO bans hunting, burning of jungles
The Southern Angami Youth Organization (SAYO) has banned 
hunting, collection of medicinal plant and burning jungles 
within its jurisdiction. A press release from the organisation 
president and general secretary have cautioned any person 
or group violating the order or found carrying gun in the 
jungle will be penalized according to SAYO’s codes and 
conducts. For the stated reason, the organisation has 
appealed citizens to cooperate.

Forest dept. to conduct workshop
Department of Forest has announced to organise a two-
day workshop on ‘working scheme operation and timber 
trade on March 8 and 9th in the conference hall of Forest 
Office Complex, Forest colony in Dimapur from 9 am. 
The first day of the workshop will be conducted for the 
officers of the state and the second day for timber traders. 
Resource persons will be from regional office of Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Shillong, along 
with HOD and other senior officers.

NEWS IN BRIEF

CORRECTION
News item under caption ‘15 new members made it to 
the state assembly’ which appeared on page 3 of our 
daily, H Khehovi of BJP won the seat of 33-Suruhuto and 
not as rendered. The third paragraph should be read as 
Moatoshi Longkumer of NPF .... defeated Subulebten 
of NDPP. There were no new entrants from 14-Southern 
Angami-1 AC. Alemtemshi of NDPP was defeated by 
Independent candidate Tongpang Ozukum in Ange-
tyongpang AC and K Nganshi Ao in Mongoya AC.

Dimapur police informs on registration of foreigners

Nehru Yuva Kendra hosts youth convention in Kohima

Kohima College bids adieu to outgoing students

Longleng’s planning board 
lauds citizens for successful 
conduct of election

KVK Phek holds SAC meet

Wokha fetes 
winning candidates

NVCO to observe 
International 
Women’s Day

Organic farming training 
conducted at Aboi 

Students’ unions flay ‘life attempt’ on NSF leaders

Resorce person giving hands-on-training at the KVK instructional farm in Aboi.

Dr. Abhijit Mitra addressing members of SAC on March 6.

Rosy Sangtam speaking at the youth 
convention in Kohima on March 7.

Student of the Year receiving the award from principal during the 
social parting programme on March 7.

Dimapur, March 7 (EMN): The Phek 
unit of the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) has accused the churches of 
fuelling religious hatred during the 
recently held state assembly elec-
tion and of blatantly misusing the 
‘holy church pulpit’ by going to the 
extent of showcasing fake videos 
about alleged atrocities on Chris-
tians by Hindu extremist.

A press release issued by the unit 
president Nucutso Cruho stated t 
‘those videos were later confirmed 
to be untrue and purely based on 
propaganda. He has asked the 
church to authenticate sources be-
fore resorting to such acts.’

Cruho termed the fight in the 

17th Chizami area constituency as 
‘most difficult’ in terms of obsta-
cles put up by the NBCC and CBCC 
and other unscrupulous leaders.

‘The sentiment of BJP sup-
porters were hurt for branding 
them anti-Christians, RSS volun-
teers and Hindutva ideologists, 
who themselves were staunch 
Christians belonging to different 
churches’ he said.

He has accused the churches 
in the district of resorting to door 
to door visit in the garb of prayer 
group and asking the gullible villag-
ers not to vote for the BJP. He also 
alleged that CBCC took a biased 
stand by urging the “born again 

Christians” not to vote for the BJP. 
While reiterating the BJP’s sup-

port on clean election as initiated 
by the NBCC, he has accused the 
latter of going against mission of 
the campaign by asking the people 
not to vote for the BJP.

Meanwhile,  the president 
thanked the BJP central leaders, 
state president and his team, man-
dal rank and file for their concerted 
efforts during the election.

 He also congratulated all the 
elected BJP legislators and the BJP 
legislature party leader Y Patton 
and hoped that they will strength-
en the party and take it to greater 
heights.

Dimapur, March 7 (EMN): 
In pursuance to the in-
struction received from 
the Ministry of Home Af-
fair Office where foreign 
student(s) and tourist in 
India were to be entered 
in the central database, of-
fice of the Commissioner 
of Police cum Foreigners 
Registration Officer (FRO) 
has asked the host to fill 
the particulars of foreign 
national(s) where foreign-
ers are lodged or studying 

in hotel/ guest house/ 
resort/ lodge/ hospital/ 
individual home/ insti-
tute and etc. 

A press release by Ad-
ditional Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (Crime) 
cum PRO, Dimapur, stat-
ed that as per rules, it is 
a statutory obligation to 
intimate the office of the 
Foreigners Registration 
Officer regarding the ar-
rival and stay of every for-
eigner in their premises. 

It cautioned that action 
would be initiated as per 
law for non compliance of 
the order.

In this regard, it has 
invited representative 
from the educational 
institute/ hostel/ hotel/ 
guest house/ lodge/ re-
sort/ hospital/ individual 
house (where foreign-
ers are lodged) and who 
has the knowledge to 
use internet and compu-
ter to attend a seminar 

on March 20 at 11 a.m. 
scheduled in the confer-
ence hall of the Commis-
sioner of Police cum FRO, 
Dimapur, to create ID and 
related procedures. 

Interested persons 
are asked to contact the 
office of Commissioner 
of Police cum FRO on 
phone no. 7085055044 or 
email at fro-nadpr@nic.
in between 11 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. for necessary infor-
mation.

Dimapur, March 7 (EMN): 
As part two weeklong ob-
servance of World Consum-
er Rights Day, the Nagaland 
Voluntary Consumers’ Or-
ganisation (NVCO) will be 
observing International 
Women’s Day on March 8 
in Kohima, under the theme 
“Time is now: Rural and ur-
ban activists transforming 
women’s lives.”

The president of NVCO, 
Kezhokhoto Savi said UN 
women celebrate the ru-
ral and urban activists 
who have transformed the 
lives of women around the 
world.  

From grassroots cam-
paigns to global movements, 
women’s activism over the 
decades has paved the way 
for women’s rights and a 
more equal future, he said. 

The day marks a call 
to action for accelerating 
gender parity and also cel-
ebrates social, economic, 
c u l t u ra l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l 
achievements of women, 
he added.

Rural women ensure 
food security for their com-
munities, build climate resil-
ience and strengthen econo-
mies, yet he said ‘achieving 
gender equality and em-
powering women and girls 
in the unfinished business 
of our time.’

Dimapur, March 7 (EMN): 
The Longleng District 
Planning and Develop-
m e n t  Bo a rd  ( D P D B ) 
meeting was held under 
the chairmanship of the 
Deputy Commissioner 
John Tsulise Sangtam on 
March 7 in deputy com-
missioner’s conference 
hall in Longleng.

The DC welcomed the 
members present and 
extended his apprecia-
tion to all the government 
employees of the district 
for extending their coop-
eration and support to the 
district administration 
and the Election Commis-
sion of India for success-
ful conduct of election in 
the district. 

Sangtam asser ted 
that conduct of peaceful 
election in the district 
signifies the hard work, 
sincerity and dedication 
of the government offi-
cials, civil societies, NGOs 
and churches of Longleng 
district and added that 
without the effort of the 
government officials un-
pleasant incidents might 
have occurred during 
election. 

DC also extended his 
gratitude particularly to 
the churches and civil 
societies for the clean 
election campaign which 

leads to peaceful poll 
without any unwanted 
situation in the district. 
He further lauded the 
general mass for maintain 
peace and tranquillity in 
the district. He also ac-
knowledged the PWD for 
maintaining the roads at 
various places and point-
ed out that polling parties 
have no problems during 
their journey to their re-
spective polling stations. 

DC asserted that ac-
tion shall be initiated as 
per the provision of the 
law against those err-
ing officials who have 
neglected election duty. 
He informed the officials 
that parliamentary elec-
tion would be conduct-
ed after six months and 
asked the officials to be 
aware and prepare for 
the same. 

The DC also appealed 
to all the members to be 
active and present in all 
official programs and 
functions in the district 
and said that discipli-
nary action shall be taken 
against those members 
found absent consecu-
tively for three times.  He 
further urged the medical 
department to present 
their departmental activi-
ties during the next DPDB 
meeting. 

Dimapur, March 7 (EMN): The 
Rengma Students’ Union (RSU) 
has vehemently condemned the 
alleged life attempt on former Naga 
Students’ Federation (NSF) speaker, 
Joshua Thong; NSF vice president, 
Boveio Poukai Duo and his cousin 
Velu by unknown armed miscreant 
on March 3 in Dimapur who nar-
rowly escaped.

A press release from union presi-
dent and vice president on Wednes-
day stated that the unknown armed 
miscreant fired two shots at them 
near East Police Station in Dimapur 
at around 9 pm.

The union while expressing dis-
may over the incident has strongly 
urged the law enforcing agencies to 
book the culprit at the earliest. 

It also appealed to all the sec-
tion of the society to condemn such 
coward act.
TSUD: The Tenyimi Students Union 
Dimapur (TSUD) has strongly con-
demned the alleged life attempt of 
NSF vice president Boveio Poukai 

Duo on March 3 at around 9 pm 
‘while they were heading towards 
Sematilla from Purana Bazaar, near 
East Police Station, by an unknown 
person. 

The union president and gen-
eral secretary in a press release said 
this is not the first time that such 
incident happened to Tenyimi stu-
dents leaders. 

Condemning the gun culture 
that has been taking place in the 
state, the union said ‘any attack on 
students’ leaders is an attack in the 
larger students’ community.’

The union appealed the law 
enforcement agencies to take strin-
gent action on those responsible. 

“Yesterday it was Boveio, today it 
could be anyone of us, so the TSUD 
request all the tribal leaders to con-
demn this gun culture.”
DRSU: The Dimapur Rengma Stu-
dents’ Union has expressed shock 
over the alleged life attempt made 
on former NSF speaker, Joshua 
Thong; NSF vice president, Boveio 

Poukai Duo; and his cousin Velu.
An unknown armed man fired 

two shots from the middle of the 
road near East Police Station, Di-
mapur while they were travelling 
towards town on March 3 at around 
9 am, a press release from union 
president stated.

The union appealed the law 
enforcing agencies to look into the 
matter at the earliest with utmost 
importance and book the culprit.
DRYO: The Dimapur Rengma Youth 
Organization (DRYO) has con-
demned the alleged life attempt 
made upon its bonafide member 
Joshua Thong and his two friends 
on the March 3 at around 9 pm near 
East Police Station in Dimapur.

A press release from from youth 
president, Ruchuyhun Keppen ex-
pressed shock in attempting one’s 
life without any reason.

DRYO appealed the police and 
district administration to take the 
matter seriously and book the cul-
prit at the earliest.

cials from agriculture and 
allied departments, NGOs 
and progressive farmers. 

Speaking on the oc-
casion, deputy commis-
sioner, Phek, Shanavas C, 
has suggested involving 
maximum villages across 
the district for infusing 

various farm oriented 
technologies. He has em-
phasised on need based 
crop production, process-
ing and marketing of the 
farmers produce. 

Dr. Abhijit Mitra, Di-
rector of ICAR NRC on 
Mithun, Medziphema, 

has suggested for conver-
gence of line departments 
by formulating uniform 
agricultural policy for the 
district. The programme 
concluded with a vote of 
thanks delivered by Dr. T 
Esther Longkumer, ACTO 
(Soil Science), KVK-Phek

Dimapur, March 7 (EMN): 
Kohima College Kohima 
(KCK) on March 7 organ-
ised its 51st parting social 
programme at the college 
premises, with its princi-
pal, Dr. Watijungshi Jamir 
as the speaker.

Addressing the outgo-
ing students, the principal 
encouraged them by citing 
the popular planning tech-
nique known as SWOT 
analysis— strengths, 
weaknesses, opportuni-
ties and challenges, urged 
the outgoing students to 
identify their strengths 
and weaknesses and set 
goals accordingly. 

Speeches on behalf of 

D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  7 
(EMN):  A  three-day 
intensive training pro-
gramme on organic 
farming was conducted 
at Krishi Vigyan Ken-
dra’s (KVK) conference 
hall at Aboi in Mon dis-
trict from March 3 to 6. 
A press release from KVK 
updated on Wed. 

The resource per-
sons for the training 
were Imtinuksung, SMS 
(soil conservation) and 

Puchono Kweho, SMS 
(agronomy).

A three-day activity 
like farmers –scientist 
interaction, video shows, 
method demonstrations 
on application of liming 
and treatment of seeds 
and soil with bio-ferti-
lizers were carried out 
in the field.  Training 
on various topics like 
vermin-composting, 
bio-fertilizers and green 
maturing was also de-

liberated by resource 
persons.

On the concluding 
day, participants visited 
the KVK instructional 
farm, where they were 
highlighted on the vari-
ous ongoing activities in 
the farm. 

Seeds and bio-ferti-
lizers were distributed 
to participants from 
from Ngangching, Aboi, 
Chinglong, Langmeang 
villages.

formation, she advised the youth 
to use time wisely to be successful 
in life. 

She also encouraged use of tech-
nology with a purpose and for the 
benefit and not to misuse.

On hard work, she said ‘there 
is no substitute to hard work- suc-
cess is only 1% inspiration and 99% 
perspiration,’ and added that hard 
work will never fail.

The chief guest further stressed 
on the importance of morality.

NYK Director Jackie Ruivah 
expressed gratitude to youth clubs 
affiliated with NYK for their effort 
in achieving the target set target 
each year. 

 NYK stands for youth empower-
ment and called on the youth to be 
effective stakeholders in discharg-
ing the responsibilities to build a 
better nation, she said.  

DYC, NYK John Makhabo high-
lighted the aim and objectives of 
NYK in channelizing and harness-
ing youth potentials towards nation 
building activities. He said youth 
clubs are stakeholders to develop-
ment. Government alone cannot 
bring about development it needs 
active participation and support of 
youth, he added.

Dimapur, March 7 (EMN): 
Wokha unit of the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) has 
congratulated Y Patton 
and Mhonlumo Kikon for 
coming out with flying 
colours on BJP ticket dur-
ing the recently held state 
assembly election.

A press release from 
unit president and press 
secretary also congratu-
lated NDPP candidate 
Mhathung Yanthan from 
39 Sanis AC on his victory.

The district BJP ex-
pressed hope and belief 

that they would serve the 
people as rightly men-
tioned in their manifestos 
for stability, development 
and towards peaceful co-
existence in Nagaland in 
general and Wokha dis-
trict.

The unit  a lso  ex -
pressed gratitude to all 
the well wishers and sup-
porters for choosing the 
right leaders to represent 
them in the assembly. 
The unit further conveyed 
best wishes to all the suc-
cessful candidates.

Dimapur, March 7 (EMN): The Ne-
hru Yuva Kendra (NYK) of Kohima 
conducted district youth conven-
tion on March 7 at SABT hall in 
Kohima, with extra assistant com-
missioner, Kohima Rosy Sangtam 
as the chief guest. The organisers 
updated about the event on Wed.

The convention was said to 
have conducted with objective of 
promoting purposeful interaction 
among the youth on social issues, 
to sensitizing them to find solu-
tion of critical socio-economic and 
national development issues with 
special reference to role of youths, 
and to provide an opportunity to 
youth for reparation of future road 
map of their involvement in nation 
building activities.

The chief guest in her inaugural 
speech stressed on how one can be 
successful in life. She elaborated the 
four aspects — time management, 
use of technology, and hard work.

Saying that time management 
is a key factor for one’s personality 

Dimapur, March 7 (EMN): 
The 13th Scientific Ad-
visory Committee (SAC) 
meeting of Krishi Vigyan 
Kendra, Phek, was con-
ducted on March 6, un-
der the chairmanship of 
director of ICAR-NRC on 
Mithun, Medziphema, Dr. 
Abhijit Mitra.

Deputy Commission-
er, Phek, Shanavas C, at-
tended the programme 
as special invitee. Dr. RK 
Singh, senior scientist and 
head of KVK, Phek, wel-
comed all the SAC mem-
bers and presented the 
action taken as well as 
progress report of 2017-18. 

Dr. Rinku Bharali, 
ACTO (Horticulture), pre-
sented the annual action 
plan for the year 2018-19.

The programme was 
followed by a discussion 
and suggestions from the 
members including offi-

the outgoing and remain-
ing students were deliv-
ered by Bikram Male and 
Khrüvotalü Ringa respec-
tively. An annual report 
was presented by assistant 

general secretary of the 
college students’ union, 
Nütalü Keyho. General 
secretary of the students 
union, Vimeyiekho Vitso 
spoke on ‘The journey 

thus far.’
O n  t h e  o c c a s i o n , 

Student of the Year was 
awarded to Vimeyiekho 
Vitso, an outgoing student 
while the best class repre-
sentative was awarded to 
Veyevo. Students’ Choice 
of the year for teaching 
faculty was Dr. Eunice 
Alinger and ministerial 
staff award was given to 
Paul Achumi. 

Annual college maga-
zine was also released by 
the principal. 

A silent prayer was also 
observed in memory of 
Awale and Nyangpong, 
students of the college 
who passed away recently.
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Winner of various competitions along with teachers on the occasion of Science Day at Children School, 
Mokokchung, on March 7.

EM Images

DC & vice chairman Mokokchung DPDB, Sachin Jaiswal, addressing the monthly DPDB meeting at ADC 
(Planning) conference hall on March 7.

DIPR

A file photograph of members of the Zeliang Naga community celebrating Mlei Ngyi 
festival.

THANK YOU FOR HONORING ME WITH YOUR VOTES  
18TH CHOZUBA ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY

I want to express my heartfelt thanks to all the party rank and file of the Naga Peoples 
Front (NPF) and our alliance partner National People's Party (NPP) of the 18th Chozuba 
Assembly Constituency for re-electing me to the 13th Nagaland Legislative Assembly. I 
am honored and humbled with your trust in me. The indomitable spirit shown by you has 
instilled confidence in me during the entire campaign period. With your trust, I will work 
tirelessly on your behalf to help address challenges, and to secure lasting and meaningful 
improvements to your quality of life.
Not only am I thankful for your support, but also NDPP candidate who offered to serve 
our constituency and seek solutions for public problems. It is not easy to put oneself out 
there in such a public forum, so I give credit to those with the initiative to do so.
Again, I thank you for the opportunity to serve you

S/d
(CHOTISUH SAZO) 

MLAK-1592

Dimapur, March 7 (EMN): 
Zenwang Konyak, son of 
Thomwang Konyak and 
a Botany student from 
Kohima Science College, 
Jotsoma, has secured the 
Top 3000 amongst overall 
15,000 participants from 
all over India at the Smart 
50 competition for start-
ups held in New Delhi 
from February 26 to 28.

In the competition, 
Zenwang presented his 
research on bio-insecti-
cides and bio-pesticides 
in treating vegetable 
crops and flowers using 
biological extract from a 
plant, which can kill or re-
sist pest that affect crops. 

In a press release, 
Kohima Science College 
Students’ Union secre-
tary of Science Club, Keyi-
leurangbe Thou stated 
that Zenwang was award-
ed with cash amount of 
INR 50000 from Amazon 
Web service, a certificate 
from IIM Calcutta, free 
membership from TiE 
New Delhi, and financial 
assistance and mentor-
ship from Global Entre-
preneurship Programme 
by IBM.

The participation to 
Smart fifty was sponsored 
by Department of Science 
and Technology, Govern-
ment of Nagaland, and 

co-sponsored by Depart-
ment of Botany, Kohima 
Science College, Jotsoma.

Smart fifty is a nation-
wide startup competition 
organised by IIM Calcutta 
in collaboration with De-
partment of Science and 
Technology, Government 
of India, which aims at 
hunting for smart solu-
tions that can transform 
India with sustainability, 
motivating, affordable, 
responsible and trans-
formational with focused 
areas in smart learning, 
smart agriculture, smart 
money, smart sustainabil-
ity, smart living and smart 
health. 

Dimapur, March 7 (EMN): 
Deputy commissioner 
and vice chairman of 
Mokokchung District 
Planning and Develop-
ment Board (DPDB), 
Sachin Jaiswal, has con-
gratulated the team from 
Mokokchung for carrying 
out their duties effectively 
in ensuring smooth con-
duct of the recently held 
state assembly election.

Addressing the month-
ly DPDB meeting held on 
March 7 in the conference 
hall of the ADC (Plan-
ning), Jaiswal has thanked 
the members and oth-
ers for their cooperation 
and contribution during 
the entire period of elec-

tioneering and enabling a 
peaceful conduct of elec-
tion. 

SDO (C), Mokokchung, 
M Chaitanya Prasad, who 
shared the experiences of 
election, has asked all the 
DPDB members to pen 
down their experiences or 
suggestions so that sug-
gestions or critiques could 
be complied and keep it 
for future references.

Verification report on 
upgradation of Sapangya 
compound to urban sta-
tion was presented by 
UDO Mokokchung to 
which the house decided 
to forward it to the gov-
ernment for necessary 
action. Upgradation of 

Primary School in Lejaba 
Lijen to Class-IV was also 
discussed, wherein the 
DC entrusted the SDEO 
for verification and asked 
to submit the report for 
further action.

The DC also informed 
that a preparedness meet-
ing on disaster would be 
held in the latter part of 
the month. In this regard, 
he informed the con-
cerned departments to 
prepare necessary reports 
and action plans.

In the meeting EE 
(Electrical), Mokokchung 
division, informed those 
departments having ar-
rear of electricity bill to 
clear it by March 30.

Dimapur, March 7 (EMN): 
NSCN (IM) has mourned 
the untimely demise of 
Tsumongla Mongzar, 
OA-111,  MIP, wife of 
Athrongba Mongzar of 
Chimonger village under 
United Sangtam Region, 
who breathed her last on 
March 7 at Referral Hos-
pital, Dimapur, following 
prolonged illness. 

MIP statement issued 
by its secretary, Reisang 

Shimray stated that she 
joined the national serv-
ice on October 19, 2017, 
and remained loyal and 
dedicated to the national 
service until her demise. 
It stated that her contribu-
tion to the national cause 
would ever be cherished. 

NSCN (IM) has con-
veyed condolence to the 
bereaved family members 
and prayed for the soul to 
rest in eternal peace. 

D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  7 
(EMN): The State Re-
s o u r c e  C e n t r e  f o r 
Women (SRCW) in col-
laboration with Depart-
ment of Social Welfare, 
Nagaland State Social 
Welfare Board, Women 
Studies Centre, Naga-
land University and 
Nagaland University 
Students’ Union, Kohi-
ma, would observe the 
International Women’s 
Day 2018 on March 8 
at Library Hall, Naga-
land University, Kohima 
Campus, Meriema, at 12 
noon.

The event would wit-
ness live video stream-
ing of Beti Bachao Beti 
Padhao- Pan India Ex-
pansion by Prime Min-
ister, Narendra Modi, at 
a public event in Jhun-
jhunu, Rajasthan from 
12:50- 2:30 pm.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, March 7 
(EMN): National Science 
Day was observed at Chil-
dren School, Mokokc-
hung, on March 7, where 

students from Classes 
VIII-X partook in various 
science activities.

A press release from 
the school authority in-
formed that three levels 

of competitions were con-
ducted class wise. Stu-
dents from Class VIII took 
part in essay competition 
on the topic “Science and 
technology for a sustain-

Dimapur, March 7 (EMN): Mem-
bers of the Zeliang Naga tribe 
in Nagaland are set to celebrate 
‘Mlei Ngyi,’ a spring or sowing 
festival marking the beginning 
of new agricultural activities on 
March 11.

The date, custom and rites 
might vary from village to village 
but for ‘uniform celebration’ of 
the festival, the Nagaland govern-
ment has designated aside Mar. 
11 as the day to celebrate “Mlei 
Ngyi” by the Zeliang community.

   
Introduction to festivities 
Hengyi-sa: The village high priest 
conveys good wishes to his com-
munity, proclaims the arrival of 
festive season, and sets the date of 
the festival to enable for prepara-
tion of self, food, drinks, dresses 
etc. Preparatory agricultural ac-
tivities such as jungle clearing for 
current jhum and millet cultiva-
tion in fallow jhum areas are sup-
posed to have been completed 
well ahead of the commencement 
of the event.

Kecimpu: Its is an act of self-
cleansing and purification ahead 
of the festival and involves clean-
ing of clothes and belongings, 
seed treatment so that seeds sown 
after the festival are vigorous and 
healthy.

Mlei zautau: It involves prepa-
ration of local rice brew especially 
meant to be served to the tradi-
tional fire makers.

 
Main festivities 
Day one - Mlei-teu: The event 
marks the commencement of 
Mlei-ngyi festival and is usu-
ally performed by the clan head-
man (kizeu-pei) of each dormi-
tory, who will make fire by using 

bers usually sing soulful ballets 
and visits male dormitories and 
perform traditional Heba-lia 
(finger identification),  Heriang 
teu (tug-of-war) and Tsingpo-nsa 
(firewood snatch).

Day five - Zausa: Merry mak-
ing in respective dormitories 
prevails.

Day six - Gwangnim: The fi-
nal day marks the clan headman 
(Hegwangme) douses the Mlei-
mi (festival fire). Members of the 
female dormitories collect Kem-
niebi (sticky rice) from respective 
households and share with male 
dormitories as well as with female 
member including young girls.

 
Post festival events
Regapa: The event after the festi-
val, male members begin agricul-
tural practices of burning their 
jhum fields and in the process any 
wild animals and birds killed or 
captured are gifted to female dor-
mitories. Female members collect 
meat from their homes and cook 
in dormitories. Left over pieces of 
meat and bones (Hailodum nsa) 
are collected by younger boys.

Gaipia mna: Boys and girls 
together have recreation and 
merry making with bride-to-be by 
singing soulful ballets and conun-
drum. The bride-to-be along with 
friends from her dormitory selects 
a married man to lead during Nta 
(traditional dances) and gives him 
mouthful of salt and wine.

Mtim: A day to solemnise 
traditional marriage ceremonies, 
akin to Christian holy marriages, 
involves marriage feasts for the 
entire villagers. This was stated 
in a press release issued by Irai 
Hingleu, chairman of the Jalukie 
Pumling Nko.

strands of bamboo (mlei-ria) and 
bamboo fine fibres and keep the 
flame burning until culmination 
of the festival. During the entire 
festive period, the clan headman 
(kizeu-pei) will abstain from hav-
ing any indulgence with wife and 
family and maintain a separate 
hearth.

Heteu hebak dap / Leidi: This 
event involves slaughter of do-
mestic animals meant for food 
during festival in different dormi-
tories. The evening also witness 
engaged couples being invited 
to their respective would-be-in-
laws for dinner and blessing. Boys 
will be invited to would-be-wife’s 
home and vice versa and this din-
ner invitation by village folks usu-
ally continues during the entire 
festive period. 

Day two - Rodi: At dawn, some 
adult male members from the 
two major clan viz. Heu and Hau 
foray into the jungle to make 
wooden totem (Herie) for each 
clan which is usually a 6 – 8 feet 
length wooden plank split and 
shared one each from a single 
trunk. The plank will then be 
brought to the village by each clan 

carrying their respective wooden 
totem and place it on a clean pre-
destined location in front of each 
dormitory. All male members in 
traditional attires gather to yodel 
around the totem and proceed 
to the playground for traditional 
games and sports like Hedau 
(kicking the plank), Heram (high 
jump), Tsugi (shot put). 

The sporting event culmi-
nates with a traditional yodel-
ling (‘Nroh’) by males gathered 
around the arena (Hejo-pung).

Day three - Bamsak: The day 
is significant with families sharing 
Hengyi-dom (festival food pack-
age) to family members living out 
of the village. The evening hours 
are occupied with male members 
visiting female dormitories and 
calling them out by name and 
(having verbal) exchanging pleas-
antry. Interpretation of dreams 
follows the next day.

Day four - Tsingpo nsa: The 
day is marked with different clan 
collecting firewood and piling in 
their respective dormitories and 
the headmen serving dormitory 
wine to members. In the evening 
hours, female dormitory mem-
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smooth conduct of election
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international 
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able future,” while stu-
dents of Classes IX and X 
partook on group pres-
entations and science 
exhibitions on the same 
topic.

Besides, the science 
teacher in-charge pre-
sented demonstration 
on living organisms with 
the help of a microscope 
and power-point repre-
sentation on important 
scientific discoveries.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
school management and 
staff have conveyed sin-
cere appreciation to the 
Department of Science 
and Technology, Kohi-
ma, for providing the 
school with field labora-
tory kits and other sci-
ence laboratory equip-
ment for the successful 
observance of Science 
Day.

Dimapur, March 7 (EMN): State chief 
secretary in-charge, Temjen Toy has 
requested all the Additional Head of 
Departments (AHODs) and Head of De-
partments (HODs) to attend the public 
swearing-in ceremony of the People’s 
Democratic Alliance (PDA) at Khuo-
chiezie, Kohima local ground, on March 8.

Temjen Toy made this request during 
the meeting of AHODs and HODs on 
March 7 in the secretariat’s conference 
hall. He also called upon the government 
officials to cooperate for proper office 
administration adding that the Union 
home minister and other ministers and 
chief ministers from neighbouring states 
would also be attending the public 
swearing-in ceremony. He reminded 
the AHODs/ HODs to attend the official 
lunch at the Raj Bhavan following the 
swearing-in ceremony.

Stating that the assembly budget ses-
sion would commence on March 12, he 
asked the AHODs and HODs to get ready 
with the necessary materials for their de-
partments ahead of time. Also stating that 
the budget session would resume after 
a long recess, he has asked the different 
departments to work on their annual ad-
ministrative reports and other businesses 
pertaining to office and submit the same 

to the assembly secretariat.
The house also discussed on finance 

matters wherein Temjen Toy reiterated 
about the new pension scheme and di-
rected the defaulting departments to do 
the necessaries by submitting/ depositing 
the amount at the earliest. He also reiter-
ated about salaries under the new revised 
pay scale. He informed that an operation 
with BSNL mobile linking to Aadhaar 
would be done on March 13 and 14 in the 
secretariat. He has also informed the de-
partments to submit their requirements 
to the 15th Finance Commission.

Stating that the finance department 
has already started preparation for the 
budget, the secretary informed AHODs/ 
HODs to contact the department for any 
finance matters. He added that ROP, ar-
rear, and new pay of February has to be 
drawn in March 2018 adding any shortfall 
of salary has to be submitted within three 
days.

Principal director of Treasuries & 
Accounts, while speaking about com-
puterisation, said computers should be 
provided to the district DDOs to tie up 
with the system in order to make the 
transaction easier. He also reiterated that 
no manual is required with the cash man-
agement product system.

DC informs owners 
of  requisitioned 
vehicle
D i m a p u r, Ma r c h  7 
(EMN): Deputy commis-
sioner and district elec-
tion officer, Dimapur, 
Sushil Kumar Patel has 
informed all the owners 
of autorickshaws/ light 
vehicles/ Tata mobiles 
(pick-up), whose vehicles 
were requisitioned for 
use during the conduct 
of election 2018, to col-
lect their vehicle docu-
ments from his office 
during office hour.

The DC has asked the 
owners of autorickshaws 
and Tata Mobiles (pick-
up) to collect their docu-
ments on March 8 and 
the Light Motor Vehicles 
(LMV) on March 9.

Kohima DPDB to 
award HSLC toppers 
D i m a p u r, Ma r c h  7 
(EMN): Kohima District 
Planning and Develop-
ment Board (DPDB) 
has announced to con-
fer award to the merit 
students with the high-
est aggregate marks in 
HSLC Examination 2018 
from among the gov-
ernment schools under 
Kohima district. This was 
informed by the District 
Planning Officer, Hein-
swading, through a press 
release.

Mokokchung to 
launch 2nd round 
of IPPI 
D i m a p u r, Ma r c h  7 
(EMN): DPO RCH & OIP, 
Mokokchung, Dr. Tem-
suyanger has informed 
that the second round 
of Intensive Pulse Polio 
Immunisation (IPPI) for 
children would be held 
on March 11. 

In this regard, all par-
ents and adults are asked 
to ensure all children be-
tween 0-5 years receive 
polio drops at the nearest 
IPPI Booth.
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Shillong, March 7 (IANS): 
Meghalaya Chief Minis-
ter Conrad Sangma on 
Wednesday allotted port-
folios to the newly in-
ducted ministers, while 
keeping several, including 
finance, personnel and 
planning, with himself.

Sangma, who is head-
ing the six-party Megha-
laya Democratic Alliance 
coalition government, al-
lotted the key Home port-
folio to his elder brother 
James Sangma.

James, a three-time 
National People’s Party 
legislator, was also allot-
ted Food, Civil Supplies 
and Consumer Affairs, 
Power, District Council 
Affairs and Law besides 
Home (Police, Jail and 
Passport).

Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) legislator Alexan-
der Laloo Hek was allot-
ted Health and Family 
Welfare, Information and 
Public Relations, Arts and 
Culture.

N P P  l e g i s l a t o r 
Prestone Tynsong was 
allotted Public Works De-
partment (Roads), Animal 
Husbandry and Veteri-
nary, Housing, Parliamen-
tary Affairs and Labour.

Comingone Ymbon 
and Sniawbhalang Dhar 
were given the task to 
look after Public Works 
Department (Building), 
General Administration 
Department, Fisheries, 
Transport, Commerce 
and Industry, Commu-
nity and Rural Develop-
ment besides Soil and 
Water Conservation, re-
spectively.

The Chief Minister 
allotted Water Resourc-
es, Tourism, Excise and 
Home Guards and Civil 
Defence to senior United 
Democratic Party (UDP) 
legislator Metbah Lyn-
gdoh.

Lahkmen Rymbui, 
who was elected as UDP 
legislator from Amlarem 
constituency, was given 

Forest and Environment, 
Education and Border 
Area Development.

Kyrmen Shylla, who 
got elected for the first 
time to the assembly as 
UDP legislator and the 
youngest cabinet min-
ister, was allotted Rev-
enue and Disaster Man-
agement, Social Welfare, 
Printing and Stationery.

Banteidor Lyngdoh of 
the People’s Democratic 
Front was allotted Ag-
riculture, Horticulture, 
Sports and Youth Affairs, 
Sericulture and Weaving, 
while his party colleague 
Hamletson Dohling was 
tasked with Urban Af-
fairs, including Municipal 
Administration besides 
Information and Tech-
nology. 

Hill  State People’s 
Democratic Party legis-
lator Samlin Malngiang 
was allotted Public Health 
Engineering, Secretariat 
Administration and Legal 
Metrology.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, March 7 (EMN): Ma-
nipur will begin to avail the Coal 
quota from the current financial 
year and will definitely give a 
boost to the local entrepreneurs’ 
and small industrial units that 
rely on firewood and bootlegged 
coal. Coal India Limited has al-
located 7 lakh metric tonnes. 
This was disclosed by the Direc-
tor Consumer Affairs Food and 
Public Distribution (CAF & PD) 
Ranjan Yumnam while address-
ing a press conference at DIPR 
Manipur office in Imphal on 
March 7 Wednesday.

Under the new coal distribu-
tion policy the distribution of 
coal to units in small and me-
dium sector whose requirement 
is unto 4200 MTs per annum is 
to be done through an agency 
nominated by the state govern-
ment and in respect of Manipur, 
CAF & PD Department is the 
State nominated agency (SNA). 
Being SNA, CAF & PD is to facili-
tate Industrial Units to procure 
coal from Coal India Limited 
(CIL). The actual freight charge 
is to be borne by the consumers/
Industrial Units.

Accompanied by Assistant 

Director CAF & PD Nabakanta 
and OSD of the Department RK 
Binoy, Director Ranjan stated 
that as SNA for lifting coal, CAF 
& PD need to enter into Fuel 
supply agreement with each 
coal company. The Fuel Supply 
Agreement (FSA) is based on firm 
commitment and compensation 
for default in performance on 
either side. So far the Department 
concluded such FSA with NEC, 
Coal India Limited, Mergherita 
only for lifting 10,000 MT (Ten 
Thousand MT) of coal for the 
current financial year.

As on date CAF & PD have 

successfully mobilised demand 
and delivered about 500 MTs of 
coal to few brick kilns of the state. 
There are about 98 brick kilns in 
Manipur. Shifting from wood fuel 
to coal will substantially reduce 
dependency on firewood and 
which will curb deforestation to a 
good degree. Complex of Eastern 
Construction, Pvt. Ltd. At Waiton 
has been temporarily identified 
as site for coal in transit.

Besides the state government 
has urged the central authority 
to lay underground pipelines for 
fuel supply to the volatile border 
state in future, he stated.

Agartala, March 7 (PTI): The 
Indigenous People’s Front of 
Tripura (IPFT), an ally of the BJP 
that won the Assembly elections 
in Tripura, today said they would 
get two berths in the cabinet.

The issue of number of minis-
ters the tribal party would get was 
finalised in a meeting with Assam 
minister and chairman of North 
East Democratic Alliance (NEDA) 
Himanta Biswa Sarma.

“We had demanded four 
berths in the cabinet, but later 
agreed to accept two berths. It 
was decided that the BJP would 

consider our demands to give 
more berths if possible. We are 
happy,” IPFT Secretary Mevar 
Kumar Jamatiya told reporters.

Asked about the portfolios 
given to them, he said it cannot 
be disclosed before the cabinet 
takes oath on March 9. 

The IPFT had earlier demand-
ed ‘respectable representation’ 
in the new cabinet and that the 
chief minister be selected from 
among the tribal MLAs.

On these, Jamatiya said, 
“These are old issues and we do 
not want to discuss these now. We 

are happy.” 
With a 60-member Assembly, 

Tripura can have a maximum of 
12 ministers including the chief 
minister.

Sarma said he finalised the 
the architecture of the coop-
eration between the BJP and the 
IPFT for the new government in 
Tripura.

“Today I met Shri NC Deb-
barma and all elected MLAs and 
office-bearers of Indigenous 
Peoples Front of Tripura (IPFT) 
in #Agartala and finalized the ar-
chitecture of the cooperation be-

tween @BJP4Tripura and IPFT for 
the new government in Tripura,” 
he said in a tweet.

The BJP-IPFT combine swept 
to power in the state last week, 
winning 43 seats in the 60-mem-
ber Assembly. The BJP bagged 35 
seats and the IPFT eight. 

The BJP state president Bi-
plab Kumar Deb would be sworn 
in as the chief Minister tomor-
row. Senior indigenous leader 
and member of Tripura royal 
family Jishnu Devvarma would 
be his deputy. He is also from 
the BJP.

New Delhi, March 7 (PTI): 
The Assam government 
today told the National 
Green Tribunal that it has 
sanctioned a budget of Rs 
11 crore for installation of 
sensor-operated automat-
ed traffic barriers to con-
trol the death of animals 
in road accidents near the 
Kaziranga National Park.

The state government 
informed a bench headed 
by Justice Jawad Rahim 
that the matter was pend-
ing approval in the as-
sembly which is currently 
holding its budget session.

The Assam govern-
ment also told the tribunal 
that it would start issuing 
tenders for the installation 
of sensor barriers in six 
areas inside the national 
park within four weeks 
from today once the as-
sembly clears it.

“We direct that the un-
dertaking given by the 
Assam government would 
be complied and the ten-
ders will be issued within 
four weeks,” the bench 
said.

During the hearing, 
the green panel exempted 
the appearance of Addi-
tional Secretary, Environ-
ment and Forest and Sec-
retary in-charge, Finance 
and Planning (Additional 
Chief Secretary Finance 
and Planning) after it was 
informed that he was busy 
in the budget session.

The matter will now be 
heard on April 26.

The tribunal had ear-
lier rejected the Assam 
government’s proposal 
to engage manpower in 
place of installation of 
sensor-operated automat-
ed traffic barriers to con-
trol the death of animals 

in road accidents near the 
Kaziranga National Park.

It  had rapped the 
state government over its 
proposal and said except 
revealing the budgetary 
constraints there was no 
reason to go for the alter-
native proposal.

The state government 
had proposed to engage 
additional manpower to 
monitor the animal cor-
ridor stretch of the NH-
37 which passes from Ja-
khalabandha to Bokakhat 
along the reserve.

It had last year told 
the tribunal that it had 
already spent an amount 
of Rs 1.45 crore on instal-
lation of animal sensor 
barriers at Malini in the 
national park stretch to 
check speeding vehicles 
on the NH-37.

Another amount of Rs 
39 lakh will be required 
for purchase of two ad-
ditional thermal cameras 
for installation in the same 
place, it had said.

Since the required 
fund was currently not 
available in the budget, 
the state government has 
decided to submit a sup-
plementary demand in 
the next session of the as-
sembly, it had said.

The tribunal was hear-
ing a plea filed by wildlife 
activist Rohit Choudhury 
opposing the widening of 
NH-37 which passes from 
Jakhalabandha to Boka-
khat along the reserve.

The tribunal had ear-
lier said that any vehicle 
found crossing the 40-km 
speed limit on the NH-37 
will have to pay an envi-
ronment compensation of 
Rs 5,000, besides a fine un-
der the Motor Vehicles Act.

Dimapur, March 7 (EMN): For the first 
time in the history of Indian Railways 
coaching depot, Guwahati is engaging 
an all women gang for maintenance of 
coaches.

A press release issued by the NF Rail-
ways Maligaon on March 7 mentioned 
that with the increase in number of trains 
from the Guwahati station, there is an 
increased need towards the maintenance 
of the incoming coaches in the pit-line. 

The pit line is said to be the mainte-
nance facility in any coach maintenance 
depot for the cleaning and maintenance 
work of the coaches once a train reaches 
its termination station. The Depot has a 
coach holding of about 1300 and its ac-
tivities are spread over Kamakhya, Paltan 
Bazaar and New Guwahati with a total of 
6 pit-lines and 2 sick-lines and a staff of 

about 1000 technicians. Out of which 200 
are said to be women. 

Due to the need for increasing main-
tenance capacity of the pit-line at Guwa-
hati, a project is said to have been taken 
up in the month of February this year to 
develop a maintenance gang with only 
ladies staff. 20 ladies of Technician grade 
were selected in the depot as a pilot and 
they were given classroom training over 
the various concepts of maintenance 
involved in a train pit-lines. 

This is said to be the first time in 
Indian Railways that a pure ladies main-
tenance gang has been engaged in any 
pit-line of a coach maintenance depot. 

The group is said to be starting the 
maintenance work after completion of 
the training on March 8 on the occasion 
of the International Women’s Day.

Aizawl, March 7 (PTI): The 
first round of political level 
talks between Mizoram 
government and the insur-
gent outfit Hmar People’s 
Convention (Democratic) 
began here today, an of-
ficial said.

The talks would also be 
held tomorrow, Additional 
Secretary in the Home 
department, Lalbiakzama 
told PTI.

The talks revolved 
around finalisation of 
the draft memorandum 
of agreement which was 
meant to give more au-
tonomy to the Sinlung 
Hills Development Coun-

cil constituted following 
the accord between the 
state government and the 
erstwhile underground 
HPC in 1994.

It was proposed that 
the name should be 
changed to Sinlung Hills 
Council and a bill for the 
proposal would be intro-
duced in the state legisla-
ture if an amicable solu-
tion culminating into an 
accord is reached, Lalbi-
akzama said.

The government del-
egation was headed by 
Political Adviser to Chief 
Minister, Lalrinmawia 
Ralte, while the 10-mem-

ber HPC(D) delegation 
was led by the outfit’s 
Working Chairman La-
lthangliana Hmar.

The HPC(D), an offsoot 
of the HPC, was formed by 
Lalhmingthanga Sinate 
in 1995, after HPC cadres 
laid down arms following 
the accord inked with the 
Mizoram government. 

The HPC(D) continued 
to demand a separate au-
tonomous district council 
under Sixth Schedule of 
the Constitution for the 
Hmar community con-
centrated in the north 
eastern part of the state 
adjoining Manipur.

Dimapur, March 7 (EMN): 
With a widespread in-
crease of human traffick-
ing from northeast India, 
the RPF NF Railway has 
been ranging an all out 
offensive for combat-
ing the menace in rail-
way stations and railway 
premises.  

Trains are said to 
be frequently used for 
transportation of traf-
ficked children and N F 
Railways RPF has been 
able to apprehend a large 
number of offenders by 
putting in place full proof 
security arrangements in 
stations.  

A press release issued 
by NF Railways Maligaon 
on March 7 mentioned 
that in the year 2017 498 
children is said to have 
been rescued by RPF and 
as many as 14 traffickers 
arrested.  During 2016 
and 2015, RPF has been 
able to rescue 437 and 206 
children respectively.  

All the divisions have 
pressed into service mo-
bile security squad in sta-
tions and trains to watch 
for any suspicious move-
ment in trains and sta-
tions premises.  

The rescued children 
has subsequently handed 
over to their guardians or 
to NGOs for their proper 
care and rehabilitation.

The release also men-
tions that the RPF N.F. 
Railway has been doing a 
commendable service in 
the field of detection and 
recovery of contraband 
goods.  

In the year 2017 alone 
160 cases of recovery has 
been made, 68 offend-
ers have been arrested 
and goods worth INR 5.1 
crore has been recovered.  
While in the year of 2016 
goods worth INR 3.6 crore 
were recovered and 134 
cases registered which is 
said to have been possible 
because of frequent raids 
and ambush checks con-
ducted by RPF in sensitive 
areas within the scope of 
implementation of inte-
grated security system 
programmes on major 
station of N.F. Railway.  

CCTV cameras are 
said to have been in-
stalled and control rooms 
have been set up for real 
time monitoring of sta-
tions and railway premis-
es.

Imphal, March 7 (IANS): Tripura 
Chief Minister designate Biplab Ku-
mar Deb on Wednesday promised 
to give proper attention to solve all 
the problems of Manipuri settlers in 
the state. Talking to Bharatiya Janata 
Party activists from Manipur, he said: 
“Tripura has had special cordial rela-
tions with Manipur. 

“After all there were three queens 

from Manipur who were married 
to Tripura princes. The government 
shall pay special attention to the 
needs of Manipuris in the state.” 

The system in those days was that 
when a Manipuri princess was mar-
ried to a prince in Tripura, hundreds 
of villagers were forced to migrate 
and settle in Tripura so that the Ma-
nipuri princess did not feel lonely. 

A large number of Manipuris live in 
Tripura now.  Some women activists 
in Agartala said many of the Manipuri 
settlers were denied old age pension. 
Deb said he will invite Manipur BJP 
Chief Minister N. Biren Singh during 
the swearing in ceremony. 

“Our government will work for 
the welfare of the Manipuri settlers in 
consultation with Biren Singh.”

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, March 7 (EMN): 
Not every underprivileged 
children are privileged 
enough to avail free edu-
cation like the education 
provided by the Sardok-
po Ronghang Memorial 
Academy (SRMA).

L o c a t e d  a t  T h e s o 
Terang village in Jeng-
kha in Western part of 
Karbi Anglong about 93 
km from Diphu, Mohesh 
Ronghang is the founder 
of SRMA. 

The school received its 
popularity through social 
networking sites inspir-
ing  hundreds of people 
since its inception. SRMA 
is a private run institution 
having about 180 students 
enrolled with 10 teaching 
staffs. 

The school was estab-
lished in 2013 with aim to 
promote education to the 
children in the area.

Talking to Eastern Mir-
ror correspondent, Mo-
hesh Ronghang narrated 
that every Saturday tra-

ditional weaving training 
classes like making of bag 
known as ‘Jamborong’ in 
Karbi is being imparted 

in the school for girl stu-
dents on seeing its impor-
tance in the Karbi society. 

When asked about his 

journey, he elaborated 
that, he took the risk to 
start the school with no 
one to support him. He 
was discouraged by his 
friends who said ‘to run 
an institution is a big task 
you wouldn’t be able ef-
fort’. 

Mohesh Ronghang 
who was once a member 
of Greater Guwahati Karbi 
students Association (GG-
KSA)  during the unifica-
tion drives carried out for 
Karbi Student’s Associa-
tion (KSA) said he started 
the school by taking loan 
from his parents. 

Ronghang’s relentless 
effort in providing quality 
education to the down-
trodden children of his lo-
cality irrespective of caste, 
creed and community 
finally bore fruit when all 
his school activities were 
posted in Facebook and 
got popularity.

The uploads in Face-
book had not only attract-
ed the cultural activists of 
Karbi Anglong by citizens 
from abroad as well. 

Citizen from Sweden 
and United Kingdom on 
seeing the work rendered 
by him to the children had 
donated kinds to school 
through social  sites.  
While some philanthro-
pists of these countries 
have also donated  to-
wards improving its basic 
infrastructures. 

Ronghang who charg-
es minimal fees, today 
provides free education 
to some children whose 
parents could hardly 
manage two square meal 
a day.

Stationery items, li-
brary and computers were 
also donated by some 
likeminded people to the 
school with support from 
people in the locality.

Agartala, March 7 (PTI): An 
imposing statue of communist 
icon Vladimir Lenin, which was 
pulled down by a group of peo-
ple in South Tripura’s Belonia, 
will be kept at the premises of 
the municipal body, a top official 
today said.

The nearly 11-ft tall fibre 
glass statue, which stood on a 
pedestal at College Square, was 
brought down on Monday with 
the help of a bulldozer.

“We initially let the damaged 
statue lay there as it was since we 
were not sure about the mood 
of the people. We wanted to 
things to subside a bit. But, now, 

as per instructions from higher 
authorities, we have decided to 
take the statue and store it in 
our office premises,” Belonia 
Municipal Council’s CEO, Amit 
Ghosh told PTI.

He said, it has not yet been 
decided whether it will be kept 
indoor or outdoor at the Coun-
cil’s premises.

“The head is severed from 
the main body of the statue, so 
it presents an ungainly sight. We 
will try to wrap it up in some-
thing. Whatever happened is 
condemnable. Lenin is a world 
icon,” the CEO said, adding 
“there is no CCTV camera in the 

area where the incident took 
place”. The statue was erected 
sometime around 2015 at the 
cost of nearly Rs 5 lakh and a 
local artist has sculpted it. The 
fund had come from the Tripura 
Urban Employment Programme 
(TUEP), he said.

“We want to repair the statue 
but that will also entail expendi-
ture. If anyone wants to contrib-
ute any fund for the restoration 
of the statue, it is welcomed. 
Also, if any party wants to take 
the statue, we can also work that 
out,” Ghosh said.

Lenin’s statue was brought 
down at Belonia town, head-

quarters of South Tripura district 
days after the BJP’s victory in the 
Assembly elections in Tripura 
where a 25-year-long commu-
nist government was ousted. 
Belonia is located about 110 
kilometre from here.

CPI(M) and its arch-rival in 
Bengal, the Trinamool Congress, 
have blamed the BJP for the 
incident. Ghosh said, he along 
with a team of the civic body are 
at he College Square to carry and 
transport the statue.

“We are handling the state 
very carefully, as it made of fibre 
glass. So, a crane will be used to 
carry it to the Council’s premis-

es,” he said.
Asked if the statue will be 

reinstalled or another one would 
replace it, he only said, “At this 
point of time, nothing has been 
decided. We are also thinking 
of holding a town hall to let the 
local people decide of its fate.” 

On the situation in and 
around Collage Square, he said, 
“Situation now is normal.” 

Asked if there are more stat-
ues in the jurisdiction area of 
the Council, Ghosh said, “There 
is one of Karl Marx, located a bit 
far off. Then statues of Gandhi 
and Netaji are there in the main 
town.”
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CHANGE OF NAME 
I, Smti. Lanshinliu Gonmei 
alias Lanshinlu Rongmei 

is the name of one and the 
same person. Henceforth 

I shall be known as 
Lanshinliu Gonmei by 

Affidavit No.81/18, 
Dt: 07/03/18.

D-5093

IN THE COURT OF PRINCIPAL DISTRICT & SESSIONS JUDGE
DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

NOTICE INVITING CLAIMS/OBJECTIONS OF OTHER CLAIMANT(S) 
FOR ISSUE OF SUCCESSION CERTIFICATE UNDER PART-I OF INDIAN 
SUCCESSION ACT 1925.
Whereas application under Succession Act 1925 for grant of Succession 
Certificate for the estate/ pension benefits of Lt. Dr. Renponthung Kikon has 
been applied by Smti Pushpa Thatal W/o Lt. Dr. Renponthung Kikon  R/o. H. 
No. 214 Viola colony, Dimapur Nagaland for possession of:

1. Pension Benefits
2. SBI A/c No. 11596943716
3. UCO A/c No. 19750110018743
4. Vehicle Nissan Micra No. NL-07H 2134

Notice is hereby given that any person having interest in the administration 
of the estate/ pension benefits of the said deceased may if she/he so desire 
appear in this court on or before the said day of 9th April 2018.
Given under the hand and seal of the court this the 7th March 2018.

Sd/-
(S.HUKATO SWU)

Principal District & Sessions Judge
Dimapur: Nagaland.D-5094

S/C No.38/18NOTICE

Service Timing : Fri. 5:00 P.M.   Sat. 10:00 A.M.     4:00 P.M.    Sun. 10:00 A.M.    4:00 P.M.

REV. ZOTUO KIEWHUO

Senior Pastor & Founder

 Koinonia Baptist Church

Cum - Principal Kohima Bible College.

KOINONIA PRAYER CENTRE

TSIESEMA BASA, KOHIMA : NAGALAND

“...My House shall be called a house of prayer.” Matthew 21:13

K-
15

89

OFFICE OF THE
VISWEMA STUDENTS UNION

Kohima: Nagaland

FELICITATION
We the Viswema Students Union heartily 
congratulate Shri Er. Krosü Rhetso for 
being promoted to Engineer in Chief in 
the Department of Nagaland Public Work 
(NPWD), Govt. of Nagaland. We express our 
profound joy and happiness. Wishing him 
success for his new endeavor.
 Ahel Vitsu Vivonü Chaya
 PRESIDENT, VSU  GEN. SECRETARY, VSU

K-
15

90

NEHRU YUVA KENDRA SANGATHAN
OFFICE OF THE STATE DIRECTOR,

NYKS NAGALAND
An Autonomous Body under the

Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports
Government of India

Recruitment of National Youth Volunteer (NYV)- volunteers.

Applications are invited from all the eligible candidates for deployment as National 
Youth Volunteers in all the districts of Nagaland on contract basis for two years only on 
a full time basis under the National Youth Volunteers, scheme of the Ministry of Youth 
Affairs & Sports, Govt. of India. If we do not find satisfaction with the performances of the 
volunteers, they can be disengaged by a notice of month from either side.

The deployment of selected volunteers will be on contract basis for a fixed period 
of two years on a monthly honorarium of Rs. 5000/-. The contract will automatically 
get terminated on completion of the financial period. Interested candidates can 
apply online @ www.nyks.org and submit the printout submitted form to the Dist. 
Youth Coordinator, NYK Offices of the concerned districts on or before 13.03.18 with 
full bio-data on the prescribed Performa available with concerned district offices 
and supporting documents dully attested. The interview date shall be intimated 
over phone to the candidates who have applied. No TA/DA shall be admissible for 
appearing the interview.

(Jackie Ruivah)
State Director, NYKS, Nagaland.

Eligibility:

Edu. Qual. : Cl.X and above (preference will be given to those who have   
  higher qualification)

Age :  Above 18 years and maximum 29 years as on 1st April of the   
  year of registration.

Desirable qualities : Young volunteer with dedication and commitment to work for  
  the nation building  and having experience in youth work 
  (NSS, NCC, BS&G and NYKS).

KG-2361

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION

KOHIMA: NAGALAND
CORRIGENDUM

NO.DTE/EXAM/6/2011-12:  In continuation to this Office Notification NO.DTE/EXAM/6/2011-12/11031 dt. 
05/03/18, the number of seats (intake capacity) at Institute of Communication & Information Technology, (ICIT), 
Mokokchung, shall be as stated below and not as rendered earlier in the aforementioned Notification.

This has been necessitated as per the direction of the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE), a statutory 
body for technical education, Government of India. Sd/-

(Er. Arjun Singh)
DirectorIssued by DIPR

Sl.No. Name of Polytechnic Program Offered No. of Seats

1
Institute of 
Communication & 
Information Technology

Computer Engineering 15
Electronics & Communication Engineering 15
Information Technology 15

KG
-2
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Modi speaks tough...

BlackBerry inks 
deal with Punkt 
to secure smart 
devices
Ontario, March 7 
(IANS): BlackBerry Ltd 
on Wednesday signed a 
technology and brand li-
censing deal with Swiss 
consumer electronics mak-
er Punkt Tronics AG for 
“BlackBerry Secure” that 
will be installed in phones 
and other smart devices.

“If  2017 has taught us 
anything it is that every 
device needs to be secured 
because any vulnerability 
will be found and exploit-
ed,” Alex Thurber, Senior 
Vice President and Gen-
eral Manager of  Mobil-
ity Solutions, BlackBerry, 
said in a statement.

The “BlackBerry Se-
cure” license provides 
product manufacturers 
with a deeply-embedded 
security solution that 
comprises BlackBerry’s 
proprietary software and 
applications.

“With cybersecurity 
becoming a concern for 
every household and en-
terprise, manufacturers 
like Punkt are recognising 
the value of  protecting the 
integrity of  their innova-
tions,” Thurber said.

The deal enables 
Punkt, also known for its 
minimalist phone named 
“MP01”, to introduce a 
range of  highly-secure 
products which will em-
bed BlackBerry cyber-
security technology, be 
certified as “BlackBerry 
Secure” and thus securely 
connect to home and en-
terprise networks.

“At Punkt we’re fo-
cused on using technol-
ogy to help us adopt good 
habits for less distracted 
lives and we do this with 
carefully designed prod-
ucts,” said Petter Neby, 
CEO and Founder, Punkt.

Products built with 
components from “Black-
Berry Secure” platform 
will have best-in-class 
security that would help 
safeguard privacy of  end 
users and enterprises.

Samsung aims to 
tap deeper into 
Chinese premium 
market
Seoul, March 7 (IANS): 
Samsung Electronics Co 
said on Wednesday it plans 
to take a larger slice of  the 
Chinese smartphone mar-
ket with the Galaxy S9 
and Galaxy S9+ by focus-
ing on consumers seeking 
premium models.

“Samsung has been 
growing as a truly local-
ised Chinese company,” 
Koh Dong-jin, Head of  
Samsung’s IT and Mobile 
Communications Divi-
sion, said during a show-
case event in China.

He added that the firm 
will continue to make ef-
forts to deliver new value 
to Chinese consumers and 
the country’s economy.

The company said it 
has been joining forces 
with various Chinese 
firms including Baidu, 
Alibaba, Wechat, Mobike 
and Jingdong to provide 
optimised Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) and Internet-of-
Things (IoT) solutions to 
consumers, Yonhap News 
Agency reported.

Samsung claimed the 
Chinese-language edition 
of  Bixby, its voice recogni-
tion platform, is popular 
among Chinese consum-
ers. The platform also pro-
vides services in Korean 
and English.

The company plans to 
start sales of  the Galaxy 
S9 and Galaxy S9+ in 
China on March 16. 

The South Korean 
tech giant has been los-
ing ground in the Chinese 
market due to local rivals 
that have launched com-
petitively priced models.

The new camera main-
tains much of  its pred-
ecessor’s design, but its 
camera now has a variable 
aperture that can switch 
between F1.5 and F2.4. 
The addition improves the 
phone’s overall user expe-
rience.

NEWS IN BRIEF Global cues drag equities 
lower; banking stocks recede

‘Beneficiaries can get foodgrain quota from any ration shops’

Mumbai, March 7 (IANS): Nega-
tive Asian markets, along with 
heavy selling pressure in banking, 
capital goods, metals, oil and gas 
and healthcare stocks, dragged 
the key Indian equity indices low-
er during the mid-afternoon trade 
session on Wednesday. Around 
1.30 p.m, the wider Nifty50 of the 
National Stock Exchange (NSE) 
traded lower by 68.65 points, or 
0.67 per cent, at 10,180.60 points.

The barometer 30-scrip Sen-
sitive Index (Sensex) of the BSE, 
which opened at 33,279.39 points, 
traded at 33,109.20 points -- down 
208 points, or 0.62 per cent, from 
its previous session’s close.

The Sensex has so far touched 
a high of 33,331.21 points and a 
low of 33,083.07 during the intra-
day trade. The S&P BSE banking 
index plunged by 301.42 points or 
1.09 per cent, dragged by banking 
heavyweights like the Punjab Na-

tional Bank (down 2.97 per cent), 
State Bank of India (down 3.53 per 
cent), Bank of Baroda (down 3.22 
per cent) and ICICI Bank (down 
2.61 per cent).

The BSE market breadth was 
remarkably bearish with 2,163 de-
clines and 453 advances.

“Equity markets declined in 
trade following losses in Asian 
and the US markets. Markets flut-
tered as global trade war concerns 
intensified after the resignation of 
White House economic adviser 
Gary Cohn,” said Dhruv Desai, 
Director and Chief Operating Of-
ficer of Tradebulls. On Tuesday, 
the benchmark indices closed in 
the red as banking stocks tanked 
substantially. The Sensex closed 
lower by 429.58 points, or 1.27 per 
cent, at 33,317.20 points, while 
the Nifty50 plummeted by 109.60 
points, or 1.06 per cent, to close at 
10,249.25 points.

New Delhi, March 7 
(PTI): The Centre is work-
ing on the portability of 
foodgrains entitlement 
under PDS and the eligi-
ble beneficiaries can get 
their quota of grains from 
any ration shops, Food 
Minister Ram Vilas Pas-
wan today said.

Addressing the first 
meeting of food com-
mission chairmen from 
states/UTs, the minister 
said the “...centre is work-
ing on the portability of 
PDS entitlements and 
this will be progressively 
extended”.

He said once the port-
ability of PDS (public 
distribution system) im-
plemented, beneficiaries 
will be free to receive their 
entitlements from any 
ration shops without be-
ing bound to a particular 
shop.

This is already under-
way in Andhra Pradesh, 
Telangana, Haryana, Gu-
jarat and Delhi, an official 
statement said.

Under the food securi-
ty law, government is pro-
viding highly subsidised 
foodgrains to over 80 
crore people. It supplies 
5 kg of wheat and rice per 
person per month at Rs 
2-3 per kg.

Paswan said that 
across the country 82 per 
cent ration cards have 
been linked to Aadhaar 
and 2.95 lakh PoS (point 
of sales) machines have 
been installed at ration 
shops to streamline the 
rationing process and 
stop pilferage.

About 2.75 crore fake, 
duplicate and illegal ra-
tion cards have been de-
leted, which has resulted 
in annualised better tar-

geting of food subsidy 
amounting to Rs 17,500 
crore per year.

The minister said 
these funds will be uti-
lized for the benefit of 
providing subsidies to 
new people.

He said he will write 
letters to the chief minis-
ters of states/UTs where 
the State Food Commis-
sion has not been formed 
or partially formed.

He informed that so 
far such commission has 
been set up in 20 states/
UTs.

Paswan said states 
should take responsibility 
to set up State Food Com-
mission and give enough 
freedom for its function-
ing and assured the nec-
essary cooperation to 
states/UTs if needed.

This was the first Na-
tional level meeting be-
tween the Ministry of 
Consumer Affairs, Food 

and Public Distribution 
and Chairmen of State/
UTs Food Commission af-
ter its inception.

It’s ‘now more than...
In Kolkata, members of ultra-Left 

student outfit “Radical” vandalised and 
defaced a statue of Jana Sangh founder 
and ideologue Syama Prasad Mookerjee 
at the Keoratola crematorium, police 
said.

The bust was defaced with black 
ink and damaged with a hammer. Six 
members of the group were arrested 
amid condemnation from the state 
government.

A statue of Dalit icon Ambedkar was 
vandalized in Meerut district in Uttar 
Pradesh, police said. Senior district of-
ficials rushed to the spot and security 
forces were deployed in large numbers.

Prime Minister Modi strongly con-
demned the incidents and warned of 
stern action against those found guilty. 
He spoke to Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh, expressing his strong disapproval.

“Persons indulging in such acts must 
be sternly dealt with and booked under 
relevant provisions of law,” the Home 
Ministry said. 

The Centre also told state govern-
ments to make district magistrates and 
police chiefs “personally” responsible for 
the law and order situation, investigate 
incidents of destruction of busts and act 
tough against the culprits.

Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu 
described as “shameful” and “mad” the 
acts of vandalism. BJP President Amit 
Shah called the incidents “unfortunate” 
and warned of severe action against 
guilty party members.

“Any person associated with the BJP 
found to be involved with destroying 
any statue will face severe action from 
the party. We as a party do not support 
bringing down anybody’s statue,” he 
said.

'I do not just mean men to change. 
Even woman needs to change their 
mindset. On this auspicious day 
of International Women Day while 
marking the day with respect for 
both man and woman alike who 
stood for equality, transparency and 
progress of our women folk across 
the globe, let us open space for 
introspection and let us embrace 
and support our woman to come 
out and be agents of change for 
our society. Let us help our women 
participate in socio-political life in 
order to achieve the very founda-
tion and ideas of equality, progress 
and humanity.'

Dr. Teputo Richa, founder of a 
studio, Richa Productions: 'Chal-
lenge stereotypes and bias as Naga 
woman are very independent and 
comparing to the rest of India. It’s 
a fact that Nagaland is the safest for 
woman. But keeping this pride, we 
often forget empowering woman. 
There is certain social / traditional 
mindset which are really pulling 
woman (toward) a direction which 
is very confusing. I will not say 
woman are empowered nor can I 
agree woman aren’t empowered. We 
are in a state of confusion. Our state 
is in a state of confusion. It will be 
proper to say it’s a political confu-
sion. This confusion is not letting 
us Nagas excel in many fields at this 
age. And as long as this confusion is 
not cleared, we Nagas i.e. our wom-
an included, cannot be empowered. 
As for woman empowerment in 
particular I believe in equality. Be 
it a woman or man. What man can 
do woman can do or even better." 

Many of us Nagas are still very 
aggressive and always prefer vio-
lence and muscle power as  a 
tool to rule. So naturally woman 
always fail to fulfil that criteria. 
Thus (there) lies the reason why 
no Naga woman was elected this 
election. Maybe the next lady 
contesting in the election should 
get some experienced advisors 
and sustain a group of youths to 
be her hands and legs. Only iron 
can cut iron."

Sangti Konyak, project coordi-
nator of a local community initia-
tive called the Community and De-
velopment Foundation: “Maintain 
a gender-parity mindset as majority 
of the male folk in our society still 
overlook the important role women 
can play in decision-making. We 
need to be more optimistic while 
giving opportunities for women to 
decide for our society.' 

Zehovire Avi Kechu, 'Clean Elec-
tion Icon' for Dimapur: ‘Celebrating 
women’s achievements leads to 
women empowerment which leads 
to gender equality. It is a blessing to 
have a special day for women where 
they are honoured, awarded and 
appreciated.’ 

Women empowerment lies in 
honouring ourselves and treating 
ourselves with respect as Eleanor 
Roosevelt (said), “no one can put 
you down without your permis-
sion.”' 

Women are equally responsible 
for all that a woman has to face. Let 
us encourage our ladies at home 
and support them and we will wit-
ness transformation.' 
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Arrogantly Good?
T

he dream has come to an end. The promise 
of making India corruption-free died prema-
turely. People, who sold the dream to us, ap-
pear to be as power hungry as the others. They 

have used the word ‘honesty’ as a tool to grab power. In 
other words, they have fooled us in the name of fight-
ing corruption. Yes, the Aam Admi Party (AAP) led by 
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal is on the verge of 
collapse. Infighting, nepotism and above all failure to 
provide good governance have already robbed the par-
ty of popular support. Today, the four-year-old party 
is simply struggling to survive. Many bigwigs, having 
clean reputations, who joined the party during the 
fight against corruption, have already left the party or 
being sidelined by the power-hungry group led by Ke-
jriwal and company. The movement, which spread like 
a wildfire all over the country, is not even in existence 
these days. One after another charges are being levelled 
against the Delhi Government. On its part, the said gov-
ernment has simply adopted an ostrich-like approach. 
Any allegations against the government invariably met 
with the response that the complainants are more cor-
rupt. So they have no right to raise fingers at the Kejri-
wal government. This is a strange logic. If the said logic 
is going to be accepted as a norm, no allegations can be 
made against anyone as nothing or no one is perfect in 
this world. More, AAP was entrusted with the responsi-
bilities to amend the previous mistakes committed by 
its predecessors and set a model of good governance. 
But sadly the Kejriwal government failed miserably on 
both counts.

It was not a close-guarded secret that Delhi is not 
a full-fledged state. Everyone knows it. AAP also knew 
it. But from the day of coming to power, the party has 
started cribbing about lack of authority to provide good 
governance. It took the matter to court too. But even 
after the court ordered that the Government of Na-
tional Capital Territory of Delhi will have to work under 
supervision of the Lieutenant Governor, through vari-
ous forums AAP is virtually challenging the verdict. So 
it is no wonder that the party which is in no mood to 
adhere the direction of the judiciary, manhandled the 
chief secretary allegedly in presence of the chief min-
ister. Though the party is denying the allegations, the 
fact remains that APP’s aggressive attitude is simply 
opposite to its promise of good governance. Instead of 
providing the same, the party is indulging in highhand-
edness to create an atmosphere of fear among the bu-
reaucracy. Is this the way of good governance? Besides, 
if AAP’s version of the story is to be believed, the ques-
tion which every right-thinking people would raise is 
that what prompted the chief minister to summon the 
chief secretary to his house well after midnight to dis-
cuss an important issue like rationing system? Clearly, 
the issue cannot be settled with a meeting between the 
chief minister and one government official. It needed 
a thorough discussion among all concerned to ensure 
that poor people are not denied the benefits of welfare 
measures initiated by the government. Kejriwal should 
keep it in mind that confrontationist attitude may get 
him power once, but people will not repeat the same 
mistake over and over again.

Eyingbeni Hümtsoe-Nienu

To avoid the mistakes of youth, draw 
from the wisdom of age.

In 2010, a newspaper in Singapore published a spe-
cial report that contained life lessons gleaned from 
eight senior citizens. It opened with these words: 

“While aging brings challenges to mind and body, it can 
also lead to an expansion in other realms. There is an 
abundance of emotional and social knowledge; qualities 
which scientists are beginning to define as wisdom . . . 
the wisdom of elders.”

Indeed, wise older people have much to teach us 
about life. But in the Bible, we meet a newly crowned 
king who failed to recognize this.

King Solomon had just died, and in 1 Kings 12:3, we 
read that “the whole assembly of Israel went to Rehobo-
am” with a petition. They asked the new king to lighten 
the harsh labor and heavy taxes his father Solomon had 
demanded of them. In return, they would loyally serve 
Rehoboam.

At first the young king consulted the elders (v. 6). 
But he rejected their advice and accepted the foolish 
counsel of the young men who had grown up with him 
(v. 8). He made the burden on the people even greater! 
His rashness cost him most of his kingdom.

All of us need the counsel that comes with years of 
experience, especially from those who have walked with 
God and listened well to His counsel. Think of the accu-
mulated wisdom God has given them! They have much 
to share with us about the Lord. Let’s seek them out and 
give a listening ear to their wisdom.

DAILY
PATH

Age-Old Wisdom

BIBLE READ:  1 KINGS 12:1–7, 12–17 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Is not wisdom found among the aged? Does not 
long life bring understanding?   

~  Job 12:12

Raghu Murtugudde | India Science Wire

Manish Gupta | IANS

I
n a few weeks from now mon-
soon forecasts will begin. These 
forecasts are based on calcula-
tions made by computer mod-

eling. The amazing advances in 
modeling of weather and climate is 
evident in the fact that given energy 
from the sun arriving at the top of 
the atmosphere, a model’s math-
ematical representation of the at-
mosphere, ocean and land, is able 
to generate the weather and climate 
as seen in nature. These include the 
monsoons, El Niño’s, cyclones, the 
Inter-Tropical Convergence Zone 
(ITCZ), winds, currents, and so on. 
Just as even a new car is not perfect, 
these models are not perfect. When 
people read different descriptions 
of the Indian monsoon based on 
models, it may feel like the alle-
gory of blind men describing the 
elephant.But in reality, all weather 
models are working synergistically 
towards improving monsoon simu-
lations, predictions and future pro-
jections. 

Nearly all models display a so-
called “dry monsoon” bias – they 
tend to produce a monsoon in the 
borealor Northern Hemisphere 
summer but the amount of rain 
projected by the models tends to 
be less than observed. Research 
groups from Indian Institute of 
Tropical Meteorology (IITM) 
Pune, Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy (IIT-Bombay), University of 
Maryland(UMD), and National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration (NOAA) have been trying 
to figure out why this dry bias exists. 

As the IITB-UMD study showed, 
the monsoon pours over 200 lakh 
crore buckets of water on the Indian 
subcontinent. Moisture is trucked 
in from the far reaches of the Indian 
Ocean. Moisture is carried over the 
Western Ghats or circuitously over 
to the Bay of Bengal and curved 
back to the central plains of India. 
As the winds twist and turn along 
the way, some moisture is squeezed 
out over the ocean as rainfall. In fact, 
the so-called southwest monsoon 
winds (coming from the southwest 
over the Arabian Sea towards the 
northeast onto India) begin to oc-
cur around March-April and much 
of the moisture falls as rain over 
East Africa during this time. Only 
during late May, the Indian land-
mass warms up enough to demand 
sustained moisture supply by firing 
up atmospheric convection. The 
heat source created by the latent 
heat release associated with con-
densation of the moisture keeps up 

this supply chain till sun’s heating 
begins to diminish in September. 

It is not fully understood how 
much moisture is supplied volun-
tarily by the ocean and how much 
is actually demanded by the mon-
soon heat source itself. It is also like-
ly that the models are misrepresent-
ing this supply-demand equation 
and hence projecting more rain on 
the ocean and bringing less mois-
ture onto land. But decipheringthe 
cause-and-effect in the climate 
system which is highly nonlinear 
and fully-coupled between the at-
mosphere, ocean and land, can be 
tricky if not impossible. Small errors 
in one component of the system 
can affect the other, and the two to-
gether can then amplify the original 
small error into a serious deficiency. 

The main pathways of these 
feedbacks are two-fold. One occurs 
at the surface as ocean-atmosphere 
interactions where warm sea sur-
face temperatures (SSTs) heat the 
air and the rising air demands sur-
face convergence of air to replace 
the rising air. Warm SSTs also favor 
evaporation and the rising water 
vapor condenses when the moist 
air expands and cools as it rises. 
Small errors in SSTs or in surface 
winds can get amplified by the 
wind-evaporation-SST feedbacks. 

The other pathway is in the 
middle of the atmosphere.Air can 
rise dynamically due to warm SSTs 
or forced to rise due to winds run-
ning into a mountain like the West-
ern Ghats or the Himalayas. The 
resulting condensation of moisture 
and the heating drive a dynamic re-
sponse by accelerating winds and 
fueling more moisture transport. 
Moisture content of the atmosphere 
increases exponentially with tem-
perature – warmer air holds much 
more moisture than colder air. If air 
is rising in one location, it must sink 
somewhere else and the sinking air 
is compressed and warmed up.

The monsoon circulation over 
the Indian Ocean and Indian sub-
continent is such that when the air 
rises over the ocean, it tends to sink 
over the land and vice versa. This is 
one reason why the monsoon tends 
to be in the active or wet phase for 
a few weeks when air is rising over 
land giving us rain. There are weeks 
of monsoon break or dry period 
when it is raining over the ocean 
and the air is sinking over India. 
This seesaw of rising and sinking 
airisconnected by propagating low 
pressure systems and depressions. 
The models tend to be deficient in 

representing the propagation speed 
and moisture content of these so-
called Monsoon Intra-seasonal Os-
cillations or MISOs – intra-seasonal 
referring to periods shorter than a 
season. 

A series of papers by the groups 
from IITM, IIT-B, UMD and NOAA 
have diagnosed the details of model 
shortcomings in the two pathways 
- the ocean-atmosphere interac-
tions and the atmospheric heating/
circulation dynamics. IITM studies 
have highlighted the circum-global 
nature of the dynamic feedbacks 
while the UMD-NOAA studies have 
emphasized the ocean-atmosphere 
coupling as an amplifier of wind er-
rors. One IITB studyhas pointed out 
that an improved representation of 
the land surface improves evapora-
tion and moisture recycling over the 
Ganga basin which is argued to be 
a significant contributor to the late-
season rainfall.

Another study from IITB points 
out that the monsoon onset tends 
to be delayed in the model used at 
IITM for monsoon forecasting.This 
delay is associated with a less than 
observed moisture supply from the 
Arabian Sea. The dry bias during 
the season is then consistent with 
the observed relation as reported 
by an UMD study - a delayed onset 
leads to dry monsoon season in na-
ture as well. This means the model’s 
monsoon dynamics is consistent 
with that in nature and if the onset 
can be improved then the seasonal 
monsoon rainfall will be improved 
as well. 

Yet another recent study from 
IITM reports that the monsoon on-
set may be predictable nearly six 
months in advance due to its de-
pendence on large-scale dynamics 
which are generally predictable at 
longer lead times. IITM is also ad-
vancing active/break period fore-
casts at up to 20-days lead time 
which can prove critical for the 
farmers in terms of managing the 
crop calendar. IITM also reports 
that a better representation of the 
ocean at the beginning of the sea-
son in terms of its similarity to the 
real world tends to reduce the dry 
bias in the forecasts.  

It is clear that seemingly dispa-
rate insights into the model imper-
fections are all related to the intrica-
cies of the monsoon dynamics itself 
and the models capture the most 
salient features of this complex dy-
namics. A combination of model 
improvements and enhanced ob-
servations is most likely to bring 
us accurate monsoon simulations, 
predictions and projections in the 
near future. 

A 
keen observer of India’s fluctuating gender 
patterns has painted a grim picture of the 
country’s falling child sex ratio (CSR), saying it 
could worsen in the 2021 census as the patri-

archal mindset is spreading across India and is not just 
confined to the north.

“Earlier, it was an urban phenomena in northern 
states like Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh. But the 
patriarchal mindset is spreading across India -- even 
in the east and northeast,” author and teacher Bijayal-
axmi Nanda who has been working on gender equality 
for about two decades, told IANS in an interview ahead 
of the launch of her book “Sex-Selective Abortion and 
the State” (Har-Anand/Rs 795/pp 343) on International 
Women’s Day on March 8.

The teacher of political science and gender studies 
in Delhi University’s Miranda House said the CSR will 
continue its falling trend of several decades in the 2021 
Census. The sex ratio for children up to six years was 
971 girls per 1,000 boys in 1981. It kept falling and was 
945 in 1991, 927 in 2001 and 919 in 2011.

“There might be slight improvement in some states 
like Maharasthra and some districts in Haryana that 
were marked as worst performers due to the state’s at-
tention, but the overall figure is likely to be worse as 
several states, including Gujarat and those in the east, 
are experiencing a worsening scenario,” said the moth-
er of a daughter studying in the US and whose husband 
is a civil servant.

Nanda has incisively analysed the government’s 

countering of gender discrimination in her book. Having 
been an activist for several years, she has critically exam-
ined the policies, programmes, laws and schemes that 
have been unveiled by the state to improve the situation.

“Though preference for a male child was there even 
in the east, better access, availability and affordabil-
ity for sex-determination and sex-selective abortion 
is worsening the child sex ratio,” said Nanda. “Rising 
aspirations, smaller families and easy access in rural 
areas have narrowed the urban-rural gap in CSR.”

Overall, she felt the state has miserably failed in 
strictly implementing the laws as there is widespread 
violation of Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic 
Techniques (PCPNDT) Act across the country, includ-
ing in the rural areas. “The doctors lobby is very strong 
and they have political blessings.”

Nanda said while new reproductive technologies 
like sperm separation, diagnostic facilities and illegal 
abortion centres came up wherever there was demand 
for such services irrespective of the law, the growth of 
such facilities and rising affordability created its own 
demand where there was none.

“The law can at best control the supply side but it 
requires an attitudinal change for removing the de-
mand for such services. And, the obstacles to mindset 
change relate to sexual insecurity among families for 
the girl child, marriage (an expensive affair) manda-
tory for respect of women and employment as many 
women are unemployable due to the low quality of 
their education,” said Nanda.

“Instead of concentrating on just the numbers 
-- improving the ratio -- women should be valued as 
equal citizens. Slogans like ‘Save your daughter’ rein-

force the stereotype that daughters are liabilities, (that) 
they need protection,” she added.

At the same time, Nanda supported the second part 
of the “Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao” initiative that aims 
to generate awareness and improve the efficiency of 
welfare services intended for girls. “It’s an interesting 
scheme that combines the element of law (PCPNDT) 
and education. But such schemes require dynamic 
leadership.”

Nanda’s recommendations follow a syncretic femi-
nist perspective that emphasises on addressing the “3 
As” for tackling the aversion to daughters -- Assets, Au-
tonomy of women and girls, and Ageing.

“She should have control of assets, property rights 
and employment for tackling the aversion for daugh-
ters and also protect them from violence. Her autono-
my should be enhanced to provide bargaining power, 
right to assert, make choices, improve physical safety 
and mobility. And, finally, if we have social protection 
for the aged, it will remove the need for a son as the 
only source of support,” said the researcher.

A holistic approach engaging all stakeholders is 
needed to show empathy towards women, to schools 
where the syllabus and teaching inculcate gender 
equality, to the wider society where a community con-
sciousness is developed through dialogues and media 
messages, she said.

As to when the country can provide girls their right-
ful place, Nanda said: “We can just hope for the day 
when we stop seeing daughters as ‘paraya dhan’ and 
fathers start celebrating daughters.”

(Manish Gupta can be contacted at  
manish.g@ians.in)

S
cientists have developed an 
innovative antibody delivery 
method that could offer an 
effective way to prevent and 

treat Ebola infection.
More than 11,000 people died 

during the Ebola outbreak in West 
Africa from 2013-16, demonstrating 
both the deadly nature of the virus 
and the limitations of the medica-
tion used to fight it.

The researchers demonstrated 
that delivering a monoclonal anti-
body gene to a cell using through a 
viral vector callled adeno-associated 
virus (AAV) -- a process that bypass-
es the need for the host to generate 

a natural immune response -- pro-
vided up to 100 per cent protection 
against infection in mice. 

The mice expressed the antibody 
for more than 300 days, revealed the 
study appearing in the Journal of In-
fectious Diseases.

“If you use an AAV gene therapy 
vector to deliver the DNA blueprint 
to a cell, that cell will produce a 
protective antibody against Ebola 
virus, which is then secreted into 
the bloodstream and protects mice 
from infection,” said Sarah Wootton, 
Professor at the University of Guelph 
in Ontario, Canada. 

Once the antibody gene is deliv-

ered, antibodies will be continually 
produced in the bloodstream. 

“We are hoping to use this tech-
nology in a post-exposure scenario. 
Let’s say someone has been exposed 
to Ebola. The idea would be to give 
them this AAV vector to start pro-
ducing the antibodies that prevent 
death,” Wootton noted.

Other researchers have used AAV 
extensively to treat a variety of ge-
netic disorders. 

The US Food and Drug Admin-
istration has recently approved an 
AAV gene therapy to treat a rare reti-
nal disorder.

Source: IANS

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

(The poem is based on true life incidents as 
experienced by Naga girls and women. In solidarity 

with #MeTooMovement and Time’s Up Initiative.)

Monsoon Modeling is Not Like the 
‘Blind Men and Elephant’Story

Child Sex Ratio to Worsen as Patriarchal Mindset Spreading — Gender Expert Bijayalaxmi Nanda

New Antibody Delivery Method May Help Treat Ebola Infection

The Women’s Fight
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Michael Shermer | Aeon

Roberta K. Timothy | The Conversation

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): The more you can 
apply to your own life the advice you give to 
others, the better off you’ll be, Aries. No one 
is going to follow a leader who doesn’t abide 

by his or her own standards. If you’re going to offer your 
guidance to someone else, make sure you’re willing to 
operate by the same rules and accept feedback regard-
ing their effectiveness.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You may be on a 
slow, steady track of discipline that embrac-
es an older, more traditional way of looking 
at things, Taurus. Suddenly, however, you’re 

hit by an aggressive force urging you to do things differ-
ently. The more you try to resist this force, the more it’s 
apt to cause friction and tension. Open your arms and 
welcome this new energy that will have a very positive 
effect on you.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): A radical force 
seems to be stirring up trouble and challeng-
ing your long-established beliefs about how 
things should be done and what you hold 

most dear, Gemini. The truth is that what you might 
see as trouble is really a growing pain to be endured as 
you move to the next step in your personal evolution. 
Change is often difficult; however, this is what you’re 
being called upon to do.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Things could 
get a bit tense for you, Cancer. One of your 
first reactions might be to look to your loved 
ones for support. Unfortunately, you might 

find that your standbys aren’t standing by. In fact, it 
could seem like they’ve joined the opposition. You 
might at first feel like you’ve been betrayed. In reality, 
maybe you’re fighting for an old cause and it’s time to 
join the opposition, too.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Parts of your life 
might seem like gladiatorial games out of an-
cient Rome. The good news is that if anyone 
can rise above this situation and see the truth 

in the matter, it’s you, Leo. Be careful to not be too ob-
stinate about how to resolve things. This is likely to get 
you deeper into a mess that you shouldn’t have to deal 
with in the first place. Your job is to mediate not dictate.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You’re apt to go in 
circles if you only see the negative side of ev-
ery situation, Virgo. Your lack of perspective 
could keep you from seeing an answer right in 

front of you. Your mind is your greatest asset and your 
worst enemy. Don’t become a victim of its automatic 
bias toward the negative. Once you take control and 
start looking at the positive aspects, the answer will be-
come clear.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): BYou’re likely to be 
on a roll with new and innovative ideas about 
your goals in life, Libra. Unfortunately, there 
are some obstacles. People who are scared 

of the new and different are apt to try to toss a monkey 
wrench into the spokes of your wheels. More than likely, 
these people are simply reacting out of fear of something 
they don’t understand. Help them see your perspective.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Remember 
that even though there is tension and chaos 
all around, Scorpio, it doesn’t have to affect 
you. Your motto should be you’re “in it but 

not of it.” The basis of most feuds boils down to the 
struggle between the old and the new. Try not to let 
their battles become yours. Learn from them by stay-
ing close enough to observe and understand but far 
enough away that you keep your hands clean.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): While your 
brain may want to charge ahead with new 
and revolutionary ideas, there is something 
holding you back from setting these ideas 

into motion, Sagittarius. It could be that there is a small 
voice in your head telling you to slow down and not au-
tomatically accept things and adopt them into your life 
just because they’re new. Do your best to strike a bal-
ance between these two viewpoints.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You could 
feel like you’re walking a puppy that won’t 
heel, Capricorn. The puppy is curious and, 
at times, rather reckless. It doesn’t know 

about the dangers of cars or a twisted leash. You have 
a great responsibility to teach this dog some lesson, 
while at the same time giving it a bit of freedom to go 
out and explore alone. Earn the respect of others by 
tempering discipline with fun.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Your mental 
processes may run into a snag as you discov-
er that there are certain rules and guidelines 
by which you need to abide, Aquarius. Some-

times you feel as if you’re above all the rules, that you 
can establish your own based on your personal mor-
als, and that everything will be fine. Unfortunately, you 
must sometimes obey others’ rules. Try not to be upset 
by this; just deal with it.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): In all the time spent 
trying to stabilize your emotions and achieve 
sensitivity, you may get too caught up in your 
feelings, Pisces. Because of this, you may have 

not been listening to your rational mind lately, even 
though it’s crying out for you to move forward to a differ-
ent situation. Take some time to listen to your thoughts 
and take them more seriously than you have been.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

U
topias are idealised vi-
sions of a perfect society. 
Utopianisms are those 
ideas put into practice. 

This is where the trouble begins. 
Thomas More coined the neolo-
gism utopia for his 1516 work that 
launched the modern genre for a 
good reason. The word means ‘no 
place’ because when imperfect hu-
mans attempt perfectibility – per-
sonal, political, economic and so-
cial – they fail. Thus, the dark mirror 
of utopias are dystopias – failed 
social experiments, repressive po-
litical regimes, and overbearing 
economic systems that result from 
utopian dreams put into practice. 

The belief that humans are 
perfectible leads, inevitably, to 
mistakes when ‘a perfect society’ 
is designed for an imperfect spe-
cies. There is no best way to live 
because there is so much variation 
in how people want to live. There-
fore, there is no best society, only 
multiple variations on a handful of 
themes as dictated by our nature.

For example, utopias are es-
pecially vulnerable when a social 
theory based on collective owner-
ship, communal work, authori-
tarian rule and a command-and-
control economy collides with our 
natural-born desire for autonomy, 
individual freedom and choice. 
Moreover, the natural differences 
in ability, interests and preferences 
within any group of people leads 
to inequalities of outcomes and 
imperfect living and working con-
ditions that utopias committed to 

equality of outcome cannot toler-
ate. As one of the original citizens 
of Robert Owen’s 19th-century New 
Harmony community in Indiana 
explained it:

We had tried every conceivable 
form of organisation and govern-
ment. We had a world in miniature. 
We had enacted the French revo-
lution over again with despairing 
hearts instead of corpses as a result. 
… It appeared that it was nature’s 
own inherent law of diversity that 
had conquered us … our ‘united 
interests’ were directly at war with 
the individualities of persons and 
circumstances and the instinct of 
self-preservation.

Most of these 19th-century uto-
pian experiments were relatively 
harmless because, without large 
numbers of members, they lacked 
political and economic power. But 
add those factors, and utopian 
dreamers can turn into dystopian 
murderers. People act on their be-
liefs, and if you believe that the only 
thing preventing you and/or your 
family, clan, tribe, race or religion 
from going to heaven (or achieving 
heaven on Earth) is someone else 
or some other group, then actions 
know no bounds. From homicide 
to genocide, the murder of others 
in the name of some religious or 
ideological belief accounts for the 
high body counts in history’s con-
flicts, from the Crusades, Inquisi-
tion, witch crazes and religious 
wars of centuries gone to the reli-
gious cults, world wars, pogroms 
and genocides of the past century.

We can see that calculus be-
hind the utopian logic in the now 
famous ‘trolley problem’ in which 

most people say they would be 
willing to kill one person in order to 
save five. Here’s the set-up: you are 
standing next to a fork in a railroad 
line with a switch to divert a trolley 
car that is about to kill five workers 
on the track. If you pull the switch, 
it will divert the trolley down a side 
track where it will kill one worker. 
If you do nothing, the trolley kills 
the five. What would you do? Most 
people say that they would pull the 
switch. If even people in Western 
enlightened countries today agree 
that it is morally permissible to kill 
one person to save five, imagine 
how easy it is to convince people 
living in autocratic states with uto-
pian aspirations to kill 1,000 to save 
5,000, or to exterminate 1,000,000 
so that 5,000,000 might prosper. 
What’s a few zeros when we’re talk-
ing about infinite happiness and 
eternal bliss?

The fatal flaw in utilitarian 
utopianism is found in another 
thought experiment: you are a 
healthy bystander in a hospital 
waiting room in which an ER phy-
sician has five patients dying from 
different conditions, all of which 
can be saved by sacrificing you 
and harvesting your organs. Would 
anyone want to live in a society in 
which they might be that innocent 
bystander? Of course not, which 
is why any doctor who attempted 
such an atrocity would be tried 
and convicted for murder.

Yet this is precisely what hap-
pened with the grand 20th-century 
experiments in utopian socialist 
ideologies as manifested in Marx-
ist/Leninist/Stalinist Russia (1917-
1989), Fascist Italy (1922-1943) 

and Nazi Germany (1933-1945), all 
large-scale attempts to achieve po-
litical, economic, social (and even 
racial) perfection, resulting in tens 
of millions of people murdered by 
their own states or killed in conflict 
with other states perceived to be 
blocking the road to paradise. The 
Marxist theorist and revolutionary 
Leon Trotsky expressed the utopian 
vision in a 1924 pamphlet:

The human species, the coagu-
lated Homo sapiens, will once more 
enter into a state of radical trans-
formation, and, in his own hands, 
will become an object of the most 
complicated methods of artificial 
selection and psychophysical train-
ing. … The average human type will 
rise to the heights of an Aristotle, a 
Goethe, or a Marx. And above this 
ridge new peaks will rise.

This unrealisable goal led to 
such bizarre experiments as those 
conducted by Ilya Ivanov, whom 
Stalin tasked in the 1920s with 
crossbreeding humans and apes in 
order to create ‘a new invincible hu-
man being’. When Ivanov failed to 
produce the man-ape hybrid, Stalin 
had him arrested, imprisoned, and 
exiled to Kazakhstan. As for Trotsky, 
once he gained power as one of the 
first seven members of the found-
ing Soviet Politburo, he established 
concentration camps for those who 
refused to join in this grand utopi-
an experiment, ultimately leading 
to the gulag archipelago that killed 
millions of Russian citizens who 
were also believed to be standing 
in the way of the imagined utopian 
paradise to come. When his own 
theory of Trotskyism opposed that 
of Stalinism, the dictator had Trot-

sky assassinated in Mexico in 1940. 
Sic semper tyrannis.

In the second half of the 20th 
century, revolutionary Marxism in 
Cambodia, North Korea and nu-
merous states in South America 
and Africa led to murders, po-
groms, genocides, ethnic cleans-
ings, revolutions, civil wars and 
state-sponsored conflicts, all in the 
name of establishing a heaven on 
Earth that required the elimination 
of recalcitrant dissenters. All told, 
some 94 million people died at the 
hands of revolutionary Marxists 
and utopian communists in Rus-
sia, China, North Korea and other 
states, a staggering number com-
pared with the 28 million killed by 
the fascists. When you have to mur-
der people by the tens of millions 
to achieve your utopian dream, you 
have instantiated only a dystopian 
nightmare.

The utopian quest for perfect 
happiness was exposed as the 
flawed goal that it is by George 
Orwell in his 1940 review of Mein 
Kampf:

Hitler … has grasped the falsity 
of the hedonistic attitude to life. 
Nearly all western thought since 
the last war, certainly all ‘progres-
sive’ thought, has assumed tacitly 
that human beings desire nothing 
beyond ease, security and avoid-
ance of pain. … [Hitler] knows 
that human beings don’t only want 
comfort, safety, short working-
hours, hygiene, birth-control and, 
in general, common sense; they 
also, at least intermittently, want 
struggle and self-sacrifice …

On the broader appeal of Fas-
cism and Socialism, Orwell added:

Whereas Socialism, and even 
capitalism in a more grudging way, 
have said to people ‘I offer you a 
good time,’ Hitler has said to them 
‘I offer you struggle, danger, and 
death,’ and as a result a whole na-
tion flings itself at his feet. … we 
ought not to underrate its emotion-
al appeal.

What, then, should replace the 
idea of utopia? One answer can 
be found in another neologism – 
protopia – incremental progress 
in steps toward improvement, not 
perfection. As the futurist Kevin 
Kelly describes his coinage:

Protopia is a state that is better 
today than yesterday, although it 
might be only a little better. Proto-
pia is much much harder to visual-
ise. Because a protopia contains as 
many new problems as new ben-
efits, this complex interaction of 
working and broken is very hard to 
predict.

In my book The Moral Arc 
(2015), I showed how protopian 
progress best describes the monu-
mental moral achievements of the 
past several centuries: the attenua-
tion of war, the abolishment of slav-
ery, the end of torture and the death 
penalty, universal suffrage, liberal 
democracy, civil rights and liber-
ties, same-sex marriage and ani-
mal rights. These are all examples 
of protopian progress in the sense 
that they happened one small step 
at a time.

A protopian future is not only 
practical, it is realisable.
(This essay is based on Heavens on 
Earth: The Scientific Search for the 
Afterlife, Immortality, and Utopia, 
published by the author in 2018.)

W
itnessing and hearing stories about rac-
ism can impact your health. The feelings 
evoked can make you ill if not processed.

The recent news of Tina Fontaine’s tri-
al and the acquittal of Gerald Stanley, a white farmer 
accused of killing a young Indigenous man, Colten 
Boushie, of the Red Pheasant First Nation are exam-
ples of the Canadian legal system’s commitment to the 
Indian Act and colonial dominance.

This ongoing colonial dominance has a transgen-
erational trauma impact on the health of Indigenous 
and colonized peoples.

Two recent examples that indicate the kind of vio-
lence that Black people experience: A school that al-
lowed police to shackle a Black six-year old girl’s wrists 
and ankles; a children’s aid system that put a child refu-
gee from Somalia into foster care yet never applied for 
his Canadian citizenship, so years later he received de-
portation orders to a country where he does not speak 
the language.

The impact of this colonialism and anti-Black rac-
ism on the health of Black and Indigenous peoples is 
elongated and insidious. We navigate systems, struc-
tures and communities that perpetuate abhorrence 
towards us in all aspects of our lives.

Experiencing and fighting such systems for justice 
for our children, ourselves and our community mem-
bers has devastating effects on our health.

As a health and human rights researcher, therapist 
and professor who has explored the deep implications 
of racism, I would like to share some insights into the 
impacts of racism on our health.

My hope is that by doing so I create dialogue and 
encourage communities to continue to voice their 
experiences of violence and racism — in order to de-
mand changes and ultimately create more supports.
Violence is a continuum
Health indicator statistics of Indigenous communities 
report increasing disparities between Indigenous and 
settler populations. Systemic racism affects Indige-
nous population’s health in various ways, this includes 
limited healthy food choices, inadequate living condi-
tions and substandard health care. The infant mortal-
ity rate within Indigenous communities is almost 12 
times that of settler communities.

The statistics, usually presented by state authori-
ties, come without context or consideration to the 

broad range of causes — one of which is the continued 
exposure to state violence on a daily basis.

We have anecdotal evidence: We see loved ones, 
friends, ourselves and respected community leaders 
struggle with the emotional and physiological impacts 
of racism on a daily basis. While anti-Black racism’s ef-
fect on the health of Black communities is document-
ed, studies from the U.S. are more illustrative.

In one U.S. study, researchers studied 1,574 Balti-
more residents of which 20 per cent reported that they 
had been racially discriminated against “a lot.” This 
same group had higher systolic blood pressure than 
those who perceived they had been discriminated 
against very little. Additionally, over a five-year period 
the group that felt they had been discriminated against 
“a lot” had higher declines in kidney function.

In a 1997 to 2003 study on racial discrimination 
and breast cancer in U.S. Black women, researchers 
found that perceived experiences of racism resulted in 
increased incidents of breast cancer, especially among 
young Black women. In 2011, a pivotal study on the 
impact of racism on health scholars linked lifetime 
experiences of discrimination to higher prevalence of 
hypertension in African Americans.
Biases in research
These are just a few examples of some studies being 
done on the impact of racism on health. However, 
most studies have been conducted in the U.S., the 
U.K., New Zealand and Australia. Canada does not 
yet collect race-based health or experiences of racism 
on health data through any formal mechanism. This 
poses a problem when scholars are asked to produce 
“scientific data” to prove that racism impacts health in-
equities and disparities. How do you provide “statisti-
cally significant evidence” on the impact of anti-Black 
racism when systemic issues limits your access to col-
lecting this same data? My future research proposes to 
support the collection of increased health data on the 
impact of anti-Black racism in Canada and globally.

In Black communities no one is immune from rac-
ism — from our unborn to our school age children to 
our elderly. Consciously and unconsciously our health 
becomes obstructed.

The impact on health intensifies for those in Black 
communities who are women, working class, lesbian, 
gay, bisexual or trans (LGBT), dis(abled), refugees or 
newcomers. Here, the combination of oppressions 
creates additional stress on mental and physical health 
and well-being. I call this intersectional violence.

For example, the massacre of Muslims in a Québec 

mosque and anti-Islam policies continue to further 
impact the health of marginalized, often surveilled 
communities. Two victims of the Québec massacre 
were Black. This fact is hardly mentioned. This is an 
example of anti-Black racism within communities of 
colour.

Health impacts from anti-Black racism and anti-
Indigeneity are often dismissed or kept silent by health 
scholars and health-care workers. The findings chal-
lenge the illegitimacy of systems of dominance and 
question the humaneness and accountability of co-
lonial power. As such, research on the health impact 
of anti-Black racism is underfunded and under re-
searched.

The “realness” of health impacts related to rac-
ism interrupts narratives of the “disadvantaged,” the 
“poor,” the “lazy” and the “needy.” Such stereotypes 
re-victimize and further aggregate health inequities. 
Yet understanding racism as a determinant of health is 
important to understanding economic and social bar-
riers to success.

When we fail to address the real impact of racism on 
Black communities’ health, we not only lose our com-
munity members to often preventable disease, illness, 
institutionalization and ultimately death, we also lose 
our opportunity for redress and to energetically par-
ticipate in transnational anti-oppression movements.
Health impacts
Experiencing racism throughout our lifespan can over-
whelm our health functionality. Repetitive acts of un-
treated trauma and violence lead to debilitating health 
issues.

The impact of anti-Black racism within our educa-
tional system is well documented by our lived experi-
ences and “unexplained” drop-out rates. The effect of 
prolonged injustice from junior kindergarten through 
to post-secondary education, can lead to exacerbated 
health conditions.

The under-recruiting and under-hiring of African/
Black and Indigenous peoples in medicine, psychol-
ogy, education, health and in academia directly affects 
the impact of racism on these same communities.

Adversely, the over-hiring of African/Black com-
munity members as personal support workers, health 
aids and child care workers with little opportunity to 
move into positions of power in these fields directly 
establishes a division between the “helper” and “the 
helped,” resembling enslavement roles where Africans 
served whites while living in conditions that gravely 
impacted their own health.

The impact of the over-representation of our chil-
dren in state care on the health of Black families due 
to separation and transgenerational trauma is never 
measured.

As our children and elders endure acts of violence 
during vulnerable times in their lives, without pro-
tection or support, their grief response becomes hid-
den or dissociated. This leads to challenges in seeking 
and receiving health care which increases despairing 
health results.

The myth that Black people do not seek mental 
health therapy comes from a falsified notion of “super 
resiliency” instead of the reality of under-funded and 
purposely delayed services that prevent health and 
wellness in our communities. This leads to many com-
munity members suffering and seeking services in si-
lence and isolation.

The burden on Black and colonized folks’ bodies, 
minds, spirits, health and wellness is all-encompass-
ing.
Possibilities for change
Having a provincial anti-racism directorate and local 
Toronto anti-Black racism action plan indicates a way 
forward. Much activism over many years resulted in 
these strategies getting put into action.

The directorate’s effectiveness will be measured in 
its implementation, the diversity of its members and 
its power to eliminate health disparities and address 
the health impacts of racism and violence on the daily 
lives of Black, Indigenous and racialized peoples.

Research funding needs to be increased. Universi-
ties need to hire scholars from communities who are 
directly impacted by racism and whose work address 
these health inequities — to support communities im-
pacted by these same injustices.

What if the Afrocentric Alternative school, the only 
one in Canada, was well resourced and supported as a 
health strategy to combat the early stigmatization and 
violence experienced by school-aged Black children?

What if, in the case of the killing of the late Colten 
Boushie, the jury was not all white?

What if we looked to Black Live Matters as a public 
health racial justice movement trying to prevent fur-
ther health atrocities?

What if we collected health data on the impact 
of racism - using both informal and formal research 
methods - empowered, developed and implemented 
by Black and colonized communities to create health 
equity programs and strategies to address our health 
disparities?

Utopia is a Dangerous Ideal: We Should Aim for ‘Protopia’

Racism Impacts Your Health
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Parrikar suffering from advanced 
pancreatic cancer
Mumbai/Panaji, March 7 (IANS): Goa Chief Minister 
Manohar Parrikar, who left for treatment to a US 
hospital from Mumbai in the wee hours of Wednesday, 
is reportedly suffering from an advanced stage of 
pancreatic cancer. Sources in Mumbai’s Lilavati 
Hospital and outside, and Goa Medical College and 
Hospital — both health facilities in which the former 
Defence Minister was admitted since February 15 — 
have confirmed the cancer. Lilavati Hospital had said 
in a statement: “It has been brought to our notice, 
various malicious and misleading reports/rumours 
are floating around in the electronic/print media 
with regards to the health of the Chief Minister of 
Goa. We categorically deny all such rumours. We 
reiterate that Chief Minister of Goa is being treated 
and is responding well to the treatment.” Parrikar 
was discharged from Lilavati Hospital late on Tuesday 
and he is currently en route to the US for further 
treatment, details of which are not available. 

ITBP gets first woman officer in 
combat role 
New Delhi, March 7 (PTI): In another first for women, 
25-year-old Prakriti has been inducted as the first 
direct-entry combat officer in the border guarding 
force, ITBP. The Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) 
force is the last of the CAPFs to induct women officers 
in combat roles after the government first allowed 
it to enroll them in 2016. Prakriti, who goes by a 
single name, had cleared the UPSC exam for officers’ 
recruitment in CAPFs in the same year and in her first 
attempt.

K’taka Lokayukta stabbed in office
Bengaluru, March 7 (PTI): Karnataka Lokayukta P 
Vishwanatha Shetty was stabbed multiple times by 
a man who went to meet him in his office today and 
was admitted to hospital. Shetty is stated to be out of 
danger. “According to information I have, someone 
claiming to be an advocate had gone to the office and 
stabbed him,” Karnataka Home Minister Ramalinga 
Reddy said. Shetty, a former Karnataka High Court 
judge, is out of danger, Reddy said. “He is in Mallya 
Hospital... The information I have is he is out of 
danger... The reason (for the attack) is not known.”

Man posing as engineer steal  
INR 18 lakh from ATM
Muzaffarnagar, March 7 (PTI): A man masquerading 
as an engineer allegedly stole more than Rs 18 lakh 
from an ATM of the Indian Overseas Bank in Shamli 
district of Uttar Pradesh, police said today. He entered 
the bank’s “strong room”, managed to crack the secret 
password and removed Rs 18.37 lakh from the ATM, 
Avnish Gautam, SHO of Sadar police station said. The 
matter came to light when customers complained to 
bank official about shortage of cash in the ATM. The 
police is looking at the CCTV camera footage for clues 
and also questioning the bank’s staffers.

SFIO grills PNB CEO for five hours
Mumbai, March 7 (IANS): Continuing the probe into 
the Punjab National Bank fraud, sleuths of the Serious 
Frauds Investigation Office (SFIO) questioned the 
bank’s Managing Director and CEO Sunil Mehta here 
on Wednesday. Mehta was grilled by the investigators 
for around five hours. He is the third high-ranking 
banker to have been called by the SFIO for the 
probe into the Rs 12,600-crore PNB fraud involving 
absconding diamantaires Nirav Mehta and his uncle-
cum-business associate Mehul Choksi. According to 
some reports, the SFIO may question top executives of 
more than 30 other banks in connection with the fraud.

Two cops arrested for taking bribe
Jaipur, March 7 (PTI): A sub-inspector and a constable 
were arrested today by the Alwar district Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB) team while allegedly 
accepting a bribe of Rs 1 lakh in Pahari area of 
Bharatpur district. The accused sub-inspector 
Basant Singh and constable Kartar Singh had 
allegedly demanded a bribe of Rs 1.5 lakh from 
the complainant Mohammad Rashid to file a final 
report (FR) in a police case lodged against his uncle, 
Alwar ACB deputy superintendent of police, Saleh 
Mohammad said. He said Singh had already taken Rs 
18,000 from the complainant yesterday. Today, Singh 
accepted Rs 1 lakh and gave the money to the accused 
constable at Pahari police station from where they 
were arrested.

Four arrested for involvement in 
std 12th paper leak
Mumbai, March 7 (PTI): Four persons have been 
arrested for allegedly leaking question papers of 
the Std 12th examination from Bhoiwada in central 
Mumbai. On February 28 a student was caught by 
a teacher with an image of the chemistry question 
paper on his mobile phone an hour before the exam at 
a junior college in Parel. Arrests were made last week. 
It is suspected that the student who had accessed the 
chemistry paper tried to forward it to another student. 
All four accused were booked under the Maharashtra 
Prevention of Malpractices at University, Board and 
other Specified Examinations Act, 1982, as well as the 
Information Technology Act, the police official said, 
without disclosing their names.

Minister directs authorities to stop 
‘human blood’ ritual in temple
Thiruvananthapuram, March 7 (PTI): Flaying 
a proposed ritual at a temple near here which 
planned to use human blood, Kerala Tourism and 
Devaswom Minister Kadakampally Surendran today 
directed authorities to prevent it. In a Facebook post, 
Surendran said the government would not allow the 
move to bathe the idol with human blood at a temple 
in nearby Vithura. The Minister also directed the 
police and district collector to take necessary steps 
to prevent the ritual. Referring to a notice issued by 
the Deviyod Sree Vidwayari Vaidyanandha temple 
committee, the Minister said it was planned to collect 
blood from several persons using syringes and then 
bathe the Kali idol. The notice said blood would be 
collected using disposable syringes in a small quantity 
from devotees, which would be used to bathe the idol. 
It was planned to be held between March 12 and 23.

Lok Sabha proceedings 
disrupted for third day

PM to give fillip to ‘Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao drive’ today

Power girls

Modi’s global solar ties set to brighten with Macron push

New Delhi, March 7 
(PTI): The proceedings 
of the Lok Sabha were 
today disrupted for the 
third consecutive day 
amid protests by various 
parties, including NDA 
allies TDP and Shiv Sena 
over various issues.

As soon as the House 
met for the day, mem-
bers from various par-
ties, including TDP, Shiv 
Sena, TRS, YSR Congress, 
AIADMK and TMC start-
ed raising slogans over 
various issues, following 
which Speaker Sumitra 
Mahajan adjourned the 
proceedings for an hour 
this morning 

Most of the protesting 

members were in the Well 
before the Speaker took 
her chair to conduct the 
proceedings.

Members from the 
Left and the Congress 
were seen raising slogans 
from their benches.

The opposition has 
been protesting over vari-
ous issues, including the 
PNB scam, since Monday 
when Parliament had re-
convened after a month-
long recess in the Budget 
session.

While the TDP has 
been demanding spe-
cial status for Andhra 
Pradesh, the TRS was 
seeking a higher quota 
for Telangana. The YSR 

Congress was demanding 
implementation of the AP 
Reorganisation Act.

The AIADMK was 
demanding establish-
ment of the Cauvery river 
board to settle water dis-
putes with neighbouring 
states.

The Shiv Sena, like 
yesterday, was demand-
ing classical language 
status for Marathi.

Mahajan took up the 
Question Hour but ad-
journed the proceedings 
soon after. She was visibly 
upset and left the House 
amid the din. A Lok Sab-
ha official had to repeat 
loudly that the House has 
been adjourned.

New Delhi, March 7 (IANS): The In-
ternational Solar Alliance (ISA), jointly 
launched by India and France at the 
UN Climate Change Conference over 
two years ago, is set to turn to the sun to 
brighten its future with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and French President 
Emmanuel Macron co-chairing its 
founding conference in the national 
capital on Sunday.

A brainchild of Modi, the India-based 
alliance -- a coalition of 56 signatories to 
the ISA Framework Agreement -- aims at 
accelerating deployment of solar energy 
by reducing costs and making adequate 
funding available for its rapid deploy-
ment in solar-rich member-nations.

The ISA is a tremendous initiative 
by India and France to accelerate the 
inevitable technology-driven renewable 
energy transformation of the world’s 
electricity markets, Tim Buckley, the 
Energy Finance Studies Director with the 
US-based Institute for Energy Econom-
ics and Financial Analysis, told IANS.

The deflationary benefits of renew-
able energy are an added bonus to 
consumers worldwide and the policy 
learning evident from India’s accelerated 

deployment are exceptionally valuable 
as countries as diverse as Egypt, the Phil-
ippines and Thailand now embark on a 
similar journey, he said.

With the backing of nearly 121 mem-
ber-countries rich in solar energy, 26 
have so far ratified ISA’s Framework 
Agreement.

ISA became a treaty-based inter-gov-
ernmental international organisation 
on December 6, 2017, registered under 
Article 102 of the United Nations Charter.

Globally, India’s the third-biggest so-
lar installer after China and the US. India 
has reached 20 GW cumulative solar 
capacity, achieving the milestone four 
years ahead of the 2022 target originally 
set in the National Solar Mission.

It now aims to increase its solar ca-
pacity to 100 GW by 2022. India’s solar 
installations in 2017 at 9,629 MW was 
more than double the 4,313 MW in-
stalled in 2016.

Its pipeline of utility-scale projects 
under development stood at approxi-
mately 10.6 GW at year-end 2017, with 
another 4.3 GW of tenders pending 
auction.

The share of coal-based power plants 

in new installations declined signifi-
cantly from 62 per cent in 2016 to just 19 
per cent in 2017, whereas solar power led 
with around 45 per cent of total power 
capacity additions.

While India’s power demand will 
double over the next decade, its draft 
“Ten Year Electricity Plan” calls for this 
rising demand to be met with 275 GW 
of renewable energy capacity by 2027 
-- without requiring new coal plants be-
yond those already under construction.

The cumulative solar capacity of ISA 
member-countries is around 175 GW by 
end of 2017, around 44 per cent of the 
global capacity.

However, these are concentrated in 
China, India and Australia with 130 GW, 
20 GW and 7 GW installations, respec-
tively, or around 90 per cent of all ISA 
member-country solar capacity.

Tracing ISA’s two-year journey, ex-
perts say the key milestones include the 
joint declaration signed on October 6 
last year with the European Investment 
Bank to mobilise finance for promoting 
solar energy.

ISA aims to mobilise more than 
$1,000 billion in solar investments by 

2030 to minimise fossil fuel dependence 
that help keep global temperatures from 
rising above two degrees Celsius by the 
end of the century.

At the last UN Climate Change Con-
ference (COP-23) in Bonn last year, ISA 
presented the Common Risk Mitigation 
Mechanism, its first offering to deepen 
solar markets and unlock finance for 
solar projects in developing economies.

The Common Risk Mitigation Mech-
anism will create a global solar market, 
boosting confidence in the international 
development community and private 
and public institutional financiers.

As part of the Mechanism’s pilot 
phase, a $1 billion guarantee could 
crowd in up to $15 billion of investments 
for 20 GW of solar PV capacity in more 
than 20 countries.

“In the coming years, ISA could 
inspire and support several developed 
and developing countries to advance 
on a clean energy pathway by lowering 
financing costs, developing common 
standards and encouraging knowledge 
sharing,” said Arunabha Ghosh, CEO 
of policy research institute Council on 
Energy, Environment and Water.

Girl students display self-defence and martial art skills after their training at Vovinam, a Vietnamese 
martial art institute, on the eve of International Women’s Day at Saidabad in Hyderabad on Wed. 7.

BJP renominates seven ministers to 
Rajya Sabha, Jaitley shifted to UP
New Delhi, March 7 (IANS): The BJP on 
Wednesday renominated eight retiring 
members including seven ministers for 
the March 23 Rajya Sabha polls.

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley has 
been nominated from Uttar Pradesh 
while Petroleum Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan has been shifted to Madhya 
Pradesh along with Social Justice and 
Empowerment Minister Thawar Chand 
Gehlot.

Health Minister J.P. Nadda has been 
renominated from Himachal Pradesh 
and Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad 
has been renominated from Bihar.

Minister of State for Agriculture 
Parshottam Rupala and Minister of State 
for Chemical and Fertilizer Mansukh Bhai 
Mandaviya have been renominated from 
Gujarat.

Besides these seven ministers, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party has renominated 
its General Secretary Bhupender Yadav 
from Rajasthan.

Eight Ministers of the Modi Cabinet 

are retiring from the Rajya Sabha.
The name of Union HRD Minister 

Pradesh Javadekar did not figure in the 
first list of candidates announced by the 
BJP here on Wednesday.

He is expected to make a comeback 
from his home state Maharashtra. He is 
retiring as a member of the upper house 
from Madhya Pradesh.

Jaitley, who has been representing 
Gujarat in the Upper House, will re-enter 
from Uttar Pradesh as the party decided 
to renominate Rupala and Mandaviya 
from the state.

As per the numbers in the Gujarat 
Assembly, only two members from the 
BJP can be sent to the Rajya Sabha. So, 
the party opted to nominate Jaitley from 
Uttar Pradesh.

The BJP, on its own, can send back 
only one of the two retiring members 
-- Prasad and Pradhan -- from Bihar. It 
opted to renominate Prasad from the 
state and decided to shift Pradhan to 
Madhya Pradesh.

Jaipur, March 7 (PTI): 
Prime Minister will an-
nounce the expansion 
of ‘Beti Bachao Beti Pad-
hao program’ (BBBP) 
from the existing 161 to 
640 districts all over the 
country, on the occassion 
of International Wom-
en’s Day tomorrow, from 
Jhunjhunu in Rajasthan.

P r i m e  M i n i s t e r 

Narendra Modi will in-
teract with beneficiary 
mothers and girl children 
of the program. He will 
also distribute certifi-
cates to best performing 
districts under the BBBP 
program, a release said 
here today.

He will also launch 
N a t i o n a l  N u t r i t i o n 
Mission (NNM) from 

Jhunjhunu along with 
NNM-ICDS common ap-
plication software. The 
mission is aimed at re-
ducing under-nutrition 
and low birth weight, 
bring down anaemia 
among young children, 
women and adolescent 
girls and to reduce the 
prevalence of stunting 
among children, it stated. 

Aadhaar not mandatory for NEET exam — SC
New Delhi, March 7 (IANS): The Supreme 
Court on Wednesday said the Central 
Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) 
will not insist on Aadhaar-only identi-
fication for NEET and other all-India 
examinations.

A five-judge Constitution bench, 
headed by Chief Justice Dipak Misra, said 
this while referring to an earlier order by 
which the government had undertaken 
that it will not insist on Aadhaar-only 
identification till the top court decides on 
petitions challenging the constitutional 
validity of Aadhaar.

The court said that CBSE will upload 
the necessary information on their web-
site so that students are not affected.

Besides Chief Justice Misra, other 
judges on the constitution bench are 
Justice A.K. Sikri, Justice A.M. Khanwilkar, 
Justic D.Y. Chandrachud and Justice 
Ashok Bhushan.

The court order came on a plea by a 
Gujarat resident Abid Ali Yusuf Bhai Patel 
who has challenged the CBSE circular 
mandating Aadhaar-only identity for 
those appearing for National Eligibility 
cum Entrance Test (NEET) examination 
for undergraduate medical courses: 
MBBS and Bachelor of Dental Surgery.

Abid Ali Yusuf Bhai Patel’s niece is a 
NEET aspirant and the last date of filing 
the form is Friday (March 9).

Besides Aadhaar, the candidates for 
NEET exams can furnish their passport, 
voter ID or driving licence, or ration card 
or give their bank account number as 
proof of identity.

Explaining the rationale behind CBSE 
asking for identity for enrolment of stu-
dents appearing for NEET or other all-
India examination, Attorney General K.K. 
Venugopal said it was to curb large-scale 
impersonation.

However, the Attorney General said 
the students, who intended to register for 
NEET examination and any other all-India 
examination, need not necessarily pro-
duce the Aadhar number for the present.

They may be asked to produce any 
alternative identification number, such 
as ration card, passport, voter ID, driving 
licence or bank account, AG said.

The Unique Identification Author-
ity of India told the bench that it has not 
asked the Central Board of Secondary Ed-
ucation to insist on Aadhaar for student 
aspiring to appear for under-graduate 
entrance examinations.

The hearing saw Justice Chandrachud 
telling the Centre that the deadline on 
linking of Aadhaar with various schemes 
including bank accounts, Income Tax 
Returns concerned the entire financial 
system and people could not live in un-
certainty over extension of deadline.

“You cannot wait till March 27 to ex-
tend the deadline,” Justice Chandrachud 
said suggesting that it can be done on 
March 14.

At this, Justice Sikri said that since “his 
brother judge (Justice Chandrachud)” 
has unwittingly mentioned March 14, the 
extension of deadline would be done on 
that day only.

Appearing for Congress Rajya Sabha 
member Jairam Ramesh, who has chal-
lenged the introduction of the Aadhaar 
Bill, 2016 (now an Act), as Money Bill, 
senior counsel P. Chidambaram told the 
bench that Article 110 of the constitution 
defines a Money Bill and spells the cate-
gory of legislations that can be introduced 
as Money Bill.

Aadhaar Act, 2016, as it is commonly 
known as, is ‘The Aadhaar (Targeted De-
livery of Financial and Other Subsidies, 
Benefits and Services) Act, 2016.

Chidambaram told the court that 
only those bills meeting the requirements 
specified under sub-clause (a) to (f) of 
clause (1) of Article 110 of the constitution 
can be introduced as Money Bill.

He also referred to Article 110(1)(e) 
which says that any matter which is in-
cidental to any of the matters specified 
in sub-clauses (a) to (f) too can be intro-
duced as Money Bill.

Telling the court that Aadhaar Bill 
does not meet the requirements speci-
fied under sub-clause (a) to (f) and is not 
incidental to them, Chidambaram said 
that Money Bill derogates the powers of 
Rajya Sabha to vote on it and can only 
make recommendation which Lok Sabha 
may or may not accept.

Karti Chidambaram PTI

CBI moves court for narco test of Karti
New Delhi, March 7 (PTI): 
The CBI today moved 
a special court seeking 
permission to conduct 
narco analysis test on Karti 
Chidambaram, arrested in 
the INX media case.

Special judge Sunil 
Rana said that he will take 
the matter on March 9 
when Karti is brought to 
the court after three days 
of custodial interrogation 
by the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI).

The court will also take 
up for hearing two other 
applications of the CBI 
seeking production war-
rants of Karti’s chartered 
accountant S Bhaskarara-
man, arrested in the mon-
ey laundering case, and 
co-accused Indrani Muk-
erjea, court sources said.

Karti was yesterday 
sent to three more days of 
CBI custody with the court 
saying that the extension 
of his remand was neces-
sary to maintain continu-
ity in the investigation to 
secure evidence to arrive 
at the truth.

The application for 
narco analysis test as-
sumes significance as the 
agency yesterday alleged 

that Karti was not cooper-
ating in the investigation 
and was “evasive” in his 
replies.

Mukerjea is currently 
in a Mumbai prison in 
connection with murder 
case of her daughter Shee-
na Bora.

Karti was arrested on 
February 28 at the Chen-
nai airport on his return 
from the UK, in connec-
tion with the FIR lodged 

on May 15 last year al-
leging irregularities in 
the Foreign Investment 
Promotion Board (FIPB) 
clearance to INX Media for 
receiving overseas funds 
worth about Rs 305 crore 
in 2007 when his father 
P Chidambaram was the 
Union finance minister.

The CBI has alleged 
that Karti received Rs 10 
lakh as bribe for the FIPB 
clearance.
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President Donald Trump listens as Swedish Prime Minister Stefan Lofven speaks during 
a news conference in the East Room of the White House in Washington, Tuesday, March 
6, 2018.

AP/PTI

Sri Lankan police officers stand out side a vandalized Buddhist Temple in Poojapitiya, in central Sri Lanka, 
Wednesday, March 7, 2018. Sri Lanka’s president declared a state of emergency Tuesday amid fears that 
anti-Muslim attacks in several central hill towns could spread. The emergency announcement came after 
Buddhist mobs swept through the towns outside Kandy, burning at least 11 Muslim-owned shops and 
homes. The attacks followed reports that a Buddhist man had been killed by a group of Muslims.
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Washington, March 7 (IANS): The 
US government has filed a lawsuit 
against the state of California 
over immigration laws that it al-
leged were “unconstitutional” and 
against the policies of President 
Donald Trump.

The department filed a federal 
lawsuit on late Tuesday against 
the state and its top officials to 
stop a cluster of so-called “sanctu-
ary state” bills -- a move that puts 
the administration on offence but 
is nonetheless likely to generate 

heated litigation over the bounda-
ries of immigration authority, 
CNN reported.

The lawsuit was the latest 
broadside from the Trump ad-
ministration against so-called 
“sanctuary cities” -- referring 
to localities that abide by some 
measure of non-cooperation with 
federal law enforcement -- and 
amid an already heightened level 
of tension with California.

Trump administration of-
ficials have repeatedly attacked 
sanctuary jurisdictions and local 
officials as “harbouring danger-
ous criminals”.

In the lawsuit, Attorney Gen-
eral Jeff Sessions urged a fed-
eral judge to block three laws 
approved in California, alleging 
they hampered immigration au-
thorities from discharging their 
duties, including deportation of 
undocumented immigrants.

The laws “reflect a deliberate 
effort by California to obstruct 
the US’ enforcement of federal 
immigration law,” the lawsuit 
said.

Sessions was expected to an-
nounce on Wednesday the lawsuit 
during a meeting with law en-
forcement officials in California.

The lawsuit was specifically di-
rected at California Governor Jerry 
Brown and state Attorney General 
Xavier Becerra.

Brown already termed the 
move a “political stunt” and 
claimed that Sessions had come 
to California to further divide and 
polarize the US.

Becerra, on his part, defended 
the constitutionality of California 
laws and said that state and local 
entities had the right to determine 
policies that were best for them.

Sessions, under Trump’s or-
ders, began a campaign against 
“sanctuary” policies that sheltered 
or protected undocumented im-
migrants from being deported. 

Larger US cities, including Los 
Angeles, Chicago and New York 
ruled by the opposition Demo-
crats, adopted policies that hinder 
the sharing of information be-
tween the local police and immi-
gration officers.

Washington, March 7 
(PTI): A US Navy veteran 
today pleaded guilty to the 
murder of Indian engineer 
Srinivas Kuchibhotla in 
a racially motivated hate 
crime at a bar in Kansas 
City last year that raised 
fears of growing intoler-
ance in America following 
President Donald Trump 
s tough rhetoric on im-
migration.

Adam Purinton, 52, 
pleaded guilty before a 
Kansas court.

He was charged with 
first-degree murder of 
Kuchibhotla, 32, and two 
counts of attempted first-
degree murder in the 
shootings of his friend, 
Alok Madasani, and a by-
stander, who chased Pu-
rinton after he fled the 
Austin’s Bar and Grill in 
Olathe city on February 22 
last year.

Purinton, yelled, “Get 
out of my country,” be-
fore shooting Kuchibhotla, 
who later died from inju-

ries sustained in the at-
tack.

Kuchibhotla and Ma-
dasani worked as engi-
neers at Garmin, a tech 
company that makes GPS 
devices.

Puriton had earlier 
pleaded not guilty on all 
these charges and waived 
his preliminary hearing in 
late November 2017.

Before allowing Purin-
ton’s plea, Judge Charles 
Droege explained to him 
that changing his plea 
meant he would face 
life in prison, as well as a 
minimum of 146 months, 
maximum of 653 months 
in prison for attempted 
murder, not to mention 
the sentence he’ll face if 
convicted of a hate crime 
in federal court.

Pur inton told the 
judge he understood, 
then he sat down as the 
State presented the de-
tails of the incident last 
February.

Kuchibhotla’s widow 

Sunayana Dumala wel-
comed the guilty plea.

“Today’s guilty verdict 
will not bring back my 
Srinu, but it will send a 
strong message that hate is 
never acceptable,” she said 
in a statement.

Purinton sentencing is 
scheduled for May 4.

According to court 
documents, Purinton’s 
plea hearing was origi-
nally scheduled for May 8 
but later it was moved to 
March 6.

Federal prosecutors 
alleged that Purinton 
committed offences after 
substantial planning and 
premeditation, attempted 
to kill more than one per-
son in a single criminal 
episode, and knowingly 
created a grave risk of 
death to others on the 
scene.

The incident hap-
pened after a Purinton 
allegedly became agitated 
with the two Indians who 
were having a drink after 

work.
Grillot, a regular at the 

bar, approached the man 
and asked him to leave. 
The suspect left the bar 
and drove away, accord-
ing to Grillot. He alleg-
edly returned later and 
allegedly opened fire in 
the bar, according to pros-
ecutors.

The murder generated 
immense outrage in India.

The murder also drew 
international attention 
and raised fears of growing 
intolerance in America. 
Many blamed US Presi-
dent Trump s tough rheto-
ric on immigration, but 
the White House rejected 
any link between that and 
the shooting.

At the time of the inci-
dent, former Democratic 
presidential nominee Hil-
lary Clinton tweeted a link 
to an article on the shoot-
ing and called on Trump 
to “step up and speak out” 
against “threats and hate 
crimes.”

New York, March 7 (IANS): Ama-
zon founder Jeff Bezos tops this 
year’s Forbes World’s Billionaires 
list with a record fortune of $122 
billion.

Bezos’ fortune increased by 
$39.2 billion in 2017 - the largest 
up move in anyone’s net worth 
recorded by Forbes last year - 
dethroning philanthropist and 
Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates, 
whose net worth is calculated at 
$90 billion, Efe reported.

While Gates has headed the 
world’s richest list 18 times over 
the last 24 years, the gap between 
his fortune and that of Bezos is 
the largest between two first-place 
moguls since 2001, according to 

Forbes.
Bezos and Gates are trailed by 

American investor Warren Buf-
fet - with an estimated fortune of 
$84 billion - followed by French-
man Bernard Arnault, the head 
of LVMH Moet Hennessy Louis 
Vuitton SE, with a net worth of $72 
billion, climbing seven positions 
and Europe’s richest person.

Facebook creator Mark Zuck-
erberg rounds out the top-5 list, 
with a net worth of $71 billion.

Spaniard Amancio Ortega, the 
founder of clothes retailer Zara, 
dropped to 6th place after losing 
$1.3 billion, his fortune now cal-
culated at $70 billion.

The magazine also reported 

that US President Donald Trump’s 
net worth is $3.1 billion, the $400 
million loss he suffered over the 
past year resulting in a plunge of 
more than 200 places in the rank-
ing from 544th to 766th. In 2017, 
Trump’s net worth was calculated 
by Forbes to be $3.5 billion, some 
$1 billion less than it had been on 
the 2016 Billionaires List.

The Forbes World’s Billionaires 
list includes 2,208 people from all 
over the world whose fortunes are 
calculated to be at least $1 billion.

This year’s list included 259 
new billionaires, while the names 
of 121 people who had made the 
list on previous occasions were 
dropped due to losses.

Astana, March 7 (IANS): High-level repre-
sentatives from Russia, Iran and Turkey are 
to meet in the Kazakh capital on March 16 
to discuss the seven-year-long Syrian war, 
Kazakhstan’s Foreign Ministry announced 
on Tuesday.

The Russian and Iranian embassies in 
Astana told Efe that their countries’ For-
eign Ministers, Sergey Lavrov and Javad 
Zarif would take part. The Turkish embassy 
said Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu 
or his deputy, Ahmet Yildiz, would attend.

Russia, Turkey and Iran sponsor the 
so-called Astana Process and are the 
guarantors of the year-old Syrian ceasefire 
agreement.

Moscow and Tehran support the re-

gime of President Bachar al Asad, while 
Turkey backs the Syrian opposition mili-
tias. According to the Russian Foreign Min-
istry, UN Special Envoy for Syria Staffan de 
Mistura will be invited to the talks.

The ministerial meeting, which will 
not be attended by the Syrian government 
or opposition groups, is to analyze the re-
sults of last year’s peace talks on Syria and 
to outline further joint actions. The eighth 
and latest round of Astana talks centering 
on an inter-Syrian settlement took place 
Dec. 21-22 and led to the holding of the 
Syrian National Dialogue Congress in 
January in Russia, where a constitutional 
commission was created for Syria under 
the auspices of the United Nations.

Washington, March 7 (IANS): 
Adult film star Stormy Daniels 
has reportedly filed a lawsuit 
against US President Donald 
Trump alleging he never signed 
a “hush agreement” to keep quiet 
about their rumoured affair.

Daniels, who real name is 
Stephanie Clifford, filed the law-
suit in Los Angeles on Tuesday 
that claims the nondisclosure 
agreement is invalid and she 
is free to publicly discuss the 
Trump tryst, according to NBC 
News.

Daniels’ had alleged that in-
timate relationship with Trump 

took place in 2006 and 2007 at 
locations such as the Beverly 
Hills Hotel and Lake Tahoe.

Both Daniels and Trump law-
yer Michael Cohen signed the 
agreement three days before the 
2016 presidential election.

In the agreement, Trump is 
identified as David Dennison 
and Daniels is referred to as 
Peggy Peterson, New york Post 
reported.

The documents, which the 
lawsuit refers to as a “hush agree-
ment”, includes a blank where 
Trump is supposed to sign - but 
he allegedly did not give his sig-

nature.
Daniels received $130,000 not 

to talk about Trump, the suit said.
Daniels claimed that Cohen 

has bullied her into keeping quiet 
and now she’s fighting back.

“To be clear, the attempts to 
intimidate Clifford into silence 
and ‘shut her up’ in order to ‘pro-
tect Trump’ continue unabated,” 
NBC news quoted the suit as 
saying. 

“On or about February 27, 
2018, Trump’s attorney Cohen 
surreptitiously initiated a bogus 
arbitration proceeding against 
Clifford in Los Angeles.”

Seoul, March 7 (PTI/AFP): 
South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in said today it was “too 
early to be optimistic” about 
the North’s offer to discuss 
denuclearisation with the 
United States.

“We are only at the start-
ing line,” Moon told political 
party leaders after his envoys 
revealed Kim Jong Un’s offer 
following their return from a 
historic trip to Pyongyang.

He denied allegations of a 

behind-the-scenes agreement 
with Pyongyang in return for 
it coming to the negotiating 
table.

“There has been no back-
room deal whatsoever with 
the North,” Moon was quoted 
as saying by a spokesman of 
the minor opposition Bareun-
mirae Party.

“There will be no such a 
thing as a gift to the North,” 
Moon added.

The South’s leader stressed 

the importance of maintain-
ing close co-operation with 
the US, its security guarantor, 
adding: “I think denuclearisa-
tion talks will become feasible 
only when South Korea and 
the US take common posi-
tions” on the issue.

There would be no let-up 
in sanctions or pressure pure-
ly as a result of inter-Korean 
dialogue, he said. 

“Inter-Korean talks won’t 
be enough to achieve peace.”

Islamabad, March 7 (PTI): Pakistan’s 
Supreme Court today extended by 
two months the deadline given to 
the anti-corruption court to com-
plete hearing of graft cases against 
ousted premier Nawaz Sharif and 
his family in the Panama Papers 
scandal.

In its July 28, 2017 ruling in the 
Panama Papers case, the apex court 
had given the National Account-
ability Bureau (NAB) six months 
to complete its proceedings on the 

corruption cases against members 
of the Sharif family.

Acting on the apex court’s order, 
NAB had initially filed four cases 
against the Sharifs and former fi-
nance minister Ishaq Dar.

Three cases were registered on 
September 8 against Sharif, 68, and 
his family and one case against Dar.

The Supreme Court today grant-
ed three-month extension to the trial 
court to conclude the corruption 
case against Dar.

The trial of the accused started 
on September 14, 2017 and the 
deadline was expiring on March 
13. But it had become clear that the 
Accountability Court in Islamabad 
would not be able to wrap up the 
proceedings on time.

The NAB prosecutor general ap-
proached a three-member bench 
of Supreme Court with the plea to 
extend the deadline.

The bench is headed by Justice 
Ejaz Afzal Khan and Justice Sheikh 

Azmat Saeed and Justice Ijaz-ul-
Ahsan are its members.

After hearing the argument by 
NAB, the judges granted extension 
of two months in cases of Sharif and 
his family and three months in case 
of Dar.

Justice Ijazul Ahsan said the trial 
court did not provide any timeframe 
to complete the cases, but NAB in-
formed the court that two months 
were needed in Dar’s case whereas 
one month in Sharif s cases.

The court granted more time 
than requested by NAB.

Apart from Sharif, his daughter 
Maryam, son-in-law Muhammad 
Safdar and two sons Hassan and 
Hussain are accused in three cases 
which include the Al-Azizia Steel 
Mills and Hill Metal Establishment, 
Flagship Investment Ltd and Aven-
field properties of London. Maryam 
and Safdar are co-accused only in 
Avenfield case and are facing trial 
along with Sharif. But Sharif’s sons 

never appeared in the court and 
were declared absconders. The court 
also observed that their trial will be 
held separately. Separately, Sharif 
along with Maryam and Safdar today 
appeared in the accountability court 
in Islamabad, which is hearing the 
three cases against them. 

Sharif was later allowed to leave 
the court after his lawyer informed 
Judge Muhammad Bashir that the 
former prime minister was not feel-
ing well.

Vatican City, March 7 
(PTI/AFP): Pope Paul VI, 
who oversaw the sweep-
ing “Vatican II” reforms 
of the Catholic Church 
in the 1960s, will soon be 
made a saint, the Vatican 
announced today.

Oscar Romero, the 
archbishop of San Salva-
dor who was assassinated 
in 1980 after speaking out 
against repression and so-
cial injustice in his coun-
try, will also be canonised, 
the Holy See said in a state-
ment.

Pope Francis signed 
decrees on Tuesday giv-
ing the go-ahead for the 
honours on the basis of 
miracles attributed to each 
candidate, the statement 
said.

The pope put Paul 
VI on the path of saint-
hood by beatifying him in 
October 2014, while Os-
car Romero was likewise 
elevated to the status of 
“blessed” in May 2015.

The Second Vatican 
Council, or Vatican II, 
brought wide reforms to 
the Church and revolu-
tionised the relationship 
between Catholic believ-
ers and priests.

Notably mass, histori-
cally celebrated in Latin, 
was translated into local 
languages and priests ad-
dressed their congrega-
tions face-on instead of 
facing the altar.

Romero’s beatification 
came after decades of con-
troversy over his defence 
of the poor and repressed, 
which divided both El Sal-
vador and the Church.

He was assassinated at 
the outset of El Salvador’s 
civil war. That propelled 
the country deeper into a 
brutal conflict that raged 
until 1992, when the right-
wing government signed 
a peace deal with leftist 
guerrillas. 

The movement to 
make Romero a saint 
was long resisted by con-
servative Catholics and 
the Salvadoran right, who 
saw veiled Marxism in his 
sermons eulogising the 
poor and radio broadcasts 
condemning government 
repression.

Colombo, March 7 (PTI): Curfew was 
re-imposed today in Sri Lanka’s riot-hit 
Kandy district with immediate effect 
until further notice following reports of 
violence between majority Sinhala Bud-
dhists and minority Muslims in other 
areas of the multi-ethnic district.

The authorities yesterday imposed 
curfew till this morning after communal 
violence erupted in the Theldeniya area 
of the central hill district that left two per-
sons dead and damaged several mosques 
and homes.

Government spokesperson Rajitha 
Senaratne said that the curfew has been 
extended to prevent further violence.

Police fired teargas shells to disperse 
rioters in curfew-bound areas hours after 
a state of emergency was imposed in a bid 
to quell anti-Muslim violence, an senior 
police official said.

Following the incidents of violence, 
President Maithripala Sirisena yesterday 
declared a state of emergency and de-
ployed the police and military to prevent 
further violence.

It was the first time since August 2011 
that a state of emergency was in force in 
the Indian Ocean’s island nation.

In the incidents of overnight violence 
in a Kandy suburb, Menikhinna, three po-
licemen were injured while seven people 
were arrested for breaking the curfew and 
trying to cause unrest, police spokesman 
Superintendent of Police (SP) Ruwan 
Gunasekera said.

The government sent troops and elite 
police commandos to Kandy, home to fa-
mous tea plantations and Buddhist relics, 
to restore order and enforce the curfew.

The curfew was lifted last morning 
but was re-imposed soon after several 

mosques, shops and homes belonging 
to the minority community were badly 
damaged in the attacks by the Sinhalese 
Buddhists.

Sri Lanka has a long history of state 
of emergency during the LTTE rebellion 
both in the south and the Tamil minority 
dominated north and east of the island.

Schools in Kandy, which is about 115 
kilometres from Colombo, remained 
closed today.

The Sri Lanka government also has re-
stricted the access to internet and blocked 
social media site -- Facebook in the Kandy 
district.

This has been done to prevent spread 
of false information, the government 
spokesperson said.

The government ordered more troops 
to reinforce police and stop the unrest 
spreading.

Three special police teams, compris-
ing three Deputy Inspector Generals 
of Police and three Superintendents of 
Police, have been deployed in Kandy on 
the instructions of the Inspector General 
of Police (IGP) Pujith Jayasundara, the 
police spokesman said.

Meanwhile, following declaration of a 
state of emergency, foreign governments, 
including the US and the UK, have asked 
their nationals visiting the island nation 
to “exercise caution, avoid protests and 
rallies, and comply with local security 
requirements”.

UN under-secretary-general for politi-
cal affairs, Jeffrey Feltman will be visiting 
Sri Lanka this week.

The UN spokesman said that Felt-
man will reach Colombo on Friday for 
a three-day tour and is also expected to 
visit Kandy.
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FIR against 
Raveena for 
shooting 
inside 
Lingaraj 
Temple

Fusion store to launch Bambi K label 

Rod Stewart finishes new 
album called Blood Red Roses

Kimmel calls Trump ‘lowest rated President’

Tommy Lee says son assaulted him

‘Wolf of Wall Street’ producer to pay $60mn
“Wolf of Wall Street” producer Red Granite Pictures has agreed to pay $60 million to 
the US government to resolve allegations that it profited from a massive Malaysian 
corruption scandal. The company filed a joint stipulation with federal prosecutors 
on Tuesday. Under the agreement, Red Granite does not admit to any wrongdo-
ing, reports variety.com.  “We are glad to finally put this matter behind us and look 
forward to refocusing all of our attention back on our film business,” the company 
said in a statement. Prosecutors filed a civil asset forfeiture action against the com-
pany in July 2016, as part of a much broader effort to recoup more than $1 billion 
allegedly embezzled from 1MDB, a Malaysian state-run development fund. 
The Justice Department has accused financier Jho Low of masterminding a scheme 
to steal $4.5 billion from the fund. (IANS)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

5 pm: Death Wish (Eng ) 2D

11 am, 2 pm, 8 pm: Pari (Hindi )

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

T
he authorities of Sri Lin-
garaj Temple here today 
lodged an FIR against 
Bollywood actress 
Raveena Tandon for al-

legedly shooting an advertisement 
in the ‘No Camera Zone’ inside the 
premises of the 11th century and 
ASI protected lord Shiva shrine.

The incident come to the fore 
after a video surfaced in social 
media featuring Tandon offer-
ing beauty tips inside the temple 

premises and it is recorded by a 
person with a mobile phone. She 
had visited the temple on Sunday.

“The temple administration has 
filed a complaint against Raveena 
Tandon at Lingaraj Police Station 
for shooting an advertisement film 
in the no camera zone,” said Rajiv 
Lochan Parida, the management-
in-charge of the temple adminis-
tration.

Admitting that such an FIR has 
been lodged, Bhubaneswar DCP 

Satybrat Bhoi said the police are 
examining the allegations.

Only servitors are allowed to 
carry mobile phones inside the 
temple, Parida said adding it is a 
clear case of violation of the secu-
rity norms.

The incident has also hurt sen-
timents of the devotees, he said. 

The Archaeological Survey of 
India has also launched an investi-
gation into the matter.

PTI

U
nfolding an in-
novative chapter 
for local entre-
preneurs ‘Fusion 
Store’ is launching 

the label ‘Bambi K’ on Interna-
tional Women’s Day which falls 
on March 8.  

Bambi Kevichusa is a Naga 
designer who is known for her 
high-end and exclusive made 
to measure Bridal and Couture 
wear, and for her designs at 
Windfall.

“We are pleased to an-
nounce that Kevichusa is 
launching her ready to wear 
limited edition garments carry-
ing her ‘Bambi K’ label. All the 
garments carry her trademark 
style of clean and understated 
elegance, and her atten-
tion to detail and finishing. 
The clothes are made for the 
woman who is sophisticated, 
independent and elegant. And 
Fusion Store is the first store 
to house and sell the ‘Bambi 
K’ ready to wear line”, said 
Proprietor of Fusion Store Tem-
susenla Kichu. 

Bambi K label will be avail-
able at Fusion Store located at 
Acacia building opposite East 
Police Station Dimapur.  

EMN

R
od Stewart has been 
gearing up for his sum-
mer tour with Cyndi 
Lauper, but he’s also 
been in the studio. To-

day (March 6), he revealed that he’s 
completed work on a new album 
called Blood Red Roses, although 
it has yet to be determined when 
it will be released. His most recent 
album was 2015’s Another Coun-
try.

He broke the news while he 
and Lauper were speaking with 
Kyle Meredith of Louisville’s WFPK, 
who asked if either of them had 
any material coming out. “My 
album’s finished,” Stewart said. 
“We’re not sure when it’s coming 
out. It’s called Blood Red Roses. It’s 
absolutely fantastic. ... Even I say 
it meself” He added that there are 
12 songs on the album, 11 of which 
he wrote.

Pressed for more details by 
Lauper, he said that “we don’t 
know whether we’re going to bring 
it out in May or June or Septem-
ber. There’s a big discussion going 
on. ... It they bring it out in May 
and we’re on tour in June, I will be 
[performing songs from it on tour], 
otherwise I won’t. No, probably 
not. You know how difficult it is to 
try and convince people to listen 
to brand new songs when you’ve 
got so many songs that they want 
to hear. We’ll see how it goes.”

Ultimateclassicrock

J
immy Kimmel has tagged 
US President Donald 
Trump as the “lowest rated 
President in history” after 
the latter took a swipe 

at the low ratings of the 90th 
Academy Awards, hosted by the 
comedian.

The ABC telecast of the show 
for American audiences at-
tracted the fewest viewers from 

the time such records have been 
maintained. According to data 
released by Nielsen, a record 
low 26.5 million people watched 
its telecast, a nearly 20 percent 
drop from last year, nytimes.com 
reported.

Trump took a jibe at this by 
tweeting: “Lowest rated Oscars 
in HISTORY. Problem is, we don’t 
have Stars anymore - except 

your President (just kidding, of 
course)!”

To this, Kimmel posted: 
“Thanks, lowest rated President 
in HISTORY.”

The Oscars ceremony saw 
host Jimmy Kimmel crack-
ing a joke about Trump as he 
addressed “Get Out” director 
Jordan Peele.

“None other than President 

Trump called ‘Get Out’ the best 
three-fourth of a movie he had 
seen this year,” Kimmel quipped 
at the gala, where several celebri-
ties took a stand for immigrants 
and ‘Dreamers’ amid the 
ongoing immigration debate 
over a programme that protects 
hundreds of thousands of young 
immigrants from deportation.

IANS

J
udas Priest’s Rob Halford 
and Ian Hill have spoken 
about about a potential 
end to the band on the 
latest Metal Hammer 

Podcast.
As guests on the second edi-

tion of Metal Hammer Meets, 
the pair are asked if they’ve 
put any thought into the end 
of Judas Priest – following the 
demise of Black Sabbath last 
year, and Slayer announcing a 
farewell tour – plus the news of 

Glenn Tipton’s diagnosis with 
Parkinson’s.

“I cannot conceive of us ever 
saying, in 2022, at 3 o’clock, on a 
Wednesday afternoon, July, we’re 
gonna end,” said Rob Halford. 
“I think more than ever now, 
we’re so joyed and grateful that 
we’ve been able to get this far 
from the support of our fans that 
you don’t say a farewell tour, you 
don’t say retire. I think slowly but 
surely we’ll just play less and less 
and less, but I can’t see that for 

the foreseeable future.”
Ian joked about the band 

trying to retire following the Epi-
taph tour, before discussing the 
large number of tour offers the 
band receive, meaning it’s virtu-
ally impossible to ever stop.

“Where don’t you play? New 
album, tour coming up, all of 
these offers are coming from all 
over the world... so you’re right 
back into touring again.”

“You’ve got to go where your 
fans want you,” adds Rob. “You 

can arrange the touring in a dif-
ferent way, but you can’t just got 
to A, then to C, and miss B out, 
because those people have sup-
ported you for 30/40 years. You 
try to explain to them that you’re 
not coming to B so they have 
to travel a thousand miles to A 
or C. We can’t be that as a band, 
as people. So we’re just going to 
keep going and going and the 
end will come when it chooses 
to show its face.”

Teamrock

Judas Priest won’t be retiring any time soon

T
ommy Lee and his 
21-year-old son 
Brandon allegedly 
got into a physi-
cal altercation 

that left the rock star with a 
bloody lip.

Officers 
of the Los 
Angeles 
County 
Sheriff’s 
Depart-
ment 
re-
spond-
ed to 
an inci-
dent at 
Tommy’s 
Calabasas, 
California, 
home on Mon-
day evening. 
Tommy was 
taken to a 
hospital 
that 

night, reports people.com.
Authorities say Brandon, 

whose mother is actress 
Pamela Anderson, has been 
named a person of interest 
in the ongoing investiga-

tion and has been 
cooperating with 

the police. 
No arrest 
has been 
made.

“My 
fiance (Brit-

tany Furlan) 
and I were in 
bed when my 
son bust into 
the 

room and assaulted me. I 
asked him to leave the house 
and he knocked me uncon-
scious. He ran away from 
the police. That’s the truth,” 
Tommy tweeted on Tuesday. 

Hours before his tweet, 
Tommy posted and quickly 
deleted a selfie of his swollen 
lips on Instagram with the 
caption: “My heart is broken. 
You can give your kids eve-
rything they could ever want 
in their entire lives and they 
can still turn against you. 
Good job Brandon. Great 
son!”

Brandon was reportedly 
“defending himself” 

from his father 
who was 

allegedly in-
toxicated.

IANS
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Mohammed Shami 

Ross Taylor limped through much of his innings after aggravating a thigh injury, but scored an unbeaten 181 to seal a series-levelling five-wicket 
win for New Zealand in the fourth ODI against England

Sadio Mane
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Mirror Crossword 1755        sud0ku 1595
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1754

ACRoss
1. Lists of choices
6. Special (abbrev.)
10. Part portrayed
14. Silly
15. “To Sir With Love” singer
16. In the sleeping chamber
17. Chop finely
18. Death notice
19. Enclosed area around an altar
20. Regards with blind devotion
22. 3rd part of a ruminant’s stomach
24. Licorice-flavored seed
25. Wrongful dismissals
26. Designate
29. Hold back
30. Group with a common goal
31. Tools to open champagne 

bottles
37. Projecting bay window
39. Comedian ___ Costello
40. Raw fish dish
41. Inclined to interfere
44. Agony
45. Chopped
46. Detective
48. People who work on or for ships
52. French for “But”
53. Unfulfilled obligation
54. Scurries
58. Exchange for money
59. Type of wood
61. Characteristic
62. A distinct article
63. Great Lake
64. Zodiacal sign
65. Focuses light
66. “Over hill and ____”

67. City in Germany 

DoWn
1. Actress ____ Rogers
2. Children’s author ____ Blyton
3. As a prefix, indicates extreme 

smallness
4. Not picked up or received
5. Observing
6. Fruits of the blackthorn bush
7. Drinking establishments
8. Inventor ___ Whitney
9. Things cut from a larger piece
10. Capital of Morocco
11. Overweight
12. Arboreal primate 

13. Soft cheeses
21. Bluish-white metallic element
23. Milliseconds
25. Loose hemp or jute fiber
26. “Smallest” particle
27. Withered
28. Spoke
29. The young of certain animals
32. Actress twins Mary-Kate and 

Ashley
33. Means “Found near rocks”
34. Son of Isaac and Rebecca
35. Tittle or jot
36. Hyperbolic sine
38. Andes mountain animal
42. Made strenuous efforts

43. From the Hebrew meaning 
“Hairy”

47. Small
48. Herb Ocimum basilicum
49. Speak
50. “Over the Rainbow” composer 

Harold _____
51. Abounds
52. Maker of the “Little Debbie” 

brand of snacks
54. Large canvas piece used on 

some boats
55. Laboratories (abbrev.)
56. Ireland
57. Comedian ____ Laurel
60. Earned Run Average

solutions to suD0ku 1594

Durban (South Africa), 
March 7 (AFP): Australia 
vice-captain David War-
ner is free to play in the 
second Test against South 
Africa after he accepted 
an ICC charge of bringing 
the game into disrepute 
on Wednesday.

Cricket’s world body 
fined Warner 75 percent 
of his match fee for an 
altercation with South Af-
rican wicketkeeper Quin-
ton de Kock in the first 
Test this week.

CCTV footage showed 
him apparently turning 
on De Kock as the play-
ers walked up a staircase 
during the tea break in the 
fourth day of the match in 
Durban.

The footage shows 
Warner being restrained 

by teammates Usman 
Khawaja and Nathan Lyon 
before being persuaded to 
go into the dressing room 
by Australia captain Steve 
Smith.

By accepting a level 
two offence, Warner was 
hit with three demerit 
points and fined but 
avoided a one-Test ban.

De Kock was also 
charged by the ICC but is 
contesting and will have a 
hearing later Wednesday.

After a feisty game that 
saw Australia take a 1-0 
lead in the four-Test se-
ries, visiting off-spinner 
Nathan Lyon was also 
fined 15 percent of his 
match fee after appearing 
to drop the ball on AB de 
Villiers after the batsman 
was run out.

D i m a p u r, Ma rc h  7 
(EMN): The 9th edi-
tion of Silver Cup T20 
Cricket Tournament 
organised by the Youth 
Department of NBCC 
Kohima will be held 
from Mar. 24 at the 
Jakhama local ground.

This was stated in a 

press note by the con-
venor, organising com-
mittee of Silver Cup T20 
cricket tournament.

Interested teams 
and clubs are requested 
to contact the orga-
nising committee at 
9774039646 for further 
details.

Seoul, March 7 (IANS): North Korea’s Paralympic del-
egation arrived in South Korea on Wednesday for the 
Pyeongchang Winter Paralympics amid regional rap-
prochement as Pyongyang expressed its willingness to 
hold denuclearisation talks.

The 24-member North Korean Paralympic team, 
including two skiers who received an invitation from 
the International Paralympic Committee (IOC), ar-
rived in South Korea via a western land border cross-
ing, reports Efe.

Although there are only two North Korean Para-
lympic skiers -- Kim Jong-hyon Kim and Ma Yu-chol 
-- competing in the event, their participation still 
marks the debut of the North Korean Paralympic 
team in the Winter Olympics Games.

The athletic delegation, which plans to return to 
North Korea on March 15, is led by Kim Mun-chol, 
chairman of the central committee of the Korean 
Federation for the Protection of the Disabled, and 
vice chairman Jong Hyon.

Their arrival came a day after Pyongyang voiced 
its willingness to discuss its nuclear disarmament 
with the US for the first time in more than a decade.

Pyongyang made the remarks as a result of the 
historic trip made by South Korea’s special delegation 
to Pyongyang, during which South Korean senior of-
ficials met North Korean leader Kim Jong-un.

The South Korean special delegation concluded 
their trip to the North with a significant develop-
ment, as the two countries agreed to organise an 
inter-Korean leader summit in April, marking the 
third of its kind in history.

They also agreed to establish a direct hotline be-
tween South Korea’s President Moon Jae-in and Kim 
Jong-un, which would allow for close consultation on 
reducing regional tensions.

The Winter Paralympic Games will take place in 
the South Korean county of PyeongChang from March 
9 to 18.

Mumbai, March 7 (IANS): 
Seamer Mohammed Sha-
mi found himself out of 
the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India’s (BCCI) 
26-member annual con-
tracts system, which saw 
the addition of a new cat-
egory.

The removal of Shami 
may be a coincidence 
with the ongoing contro-
versy involving his wife, 
who accused the Bengal 
pacer, who was in the B 
category in the last term, 
of domestic violence and 
extra-marital affairs.

The new category, 
termed A+, includes cap-
tain Virat Kohli, Rohit 
Sharma, Shikhar Dhawan, 
Jasprit Bumrah, Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar -- all of 
them entitled to Rs 7 crore 
as annual pay.

Delhi  left-handed 
opening batsman Dha-
wan has seen a meteoric 
rise as he was in the C 
category last year.

Former captain and 
talismanic wicketkeeper 

Injured Taylor hammers career-best 
181 as New Zealand beat England

Shami left out of BCCI 
annual contracts

North Korean Paralympic 
team arrives in South KoreaAustralia’s Warner fined but 

cleared for second S.Africa Test
Liverpool can beat anyone, says Mane ahead of Man United clash

Silver Cup T20 tourney 
from March 24

Dunedin, March 7 (AFP): 
Injury-hit Ross Taylor 
played through the pain 
to score a remarkable un-
beaten 181 and seal a se-
ries-levelling win for New 
Zealand in the fourth one-
day international against 
England Wednesday.

Taylor limped through 
much of his innings in 
Dunedin after aggravating 
a thigh injury, but batted 
on to compile a career-
best innings and make it 
2-2 in the series with one 
to play.

New Zealand ended 
on 339 for five in reply to 
England’s 335 for nine, 
winning by five wickets 
and taking the five-match 
series to a crunch decider 
in Christchurch on Sat-
urday.

Taylor scored 17 fours 
and six sixes as New Zea-
land reached the target 
with three balls to spare, 
wincing with pain after 
every shot in the latter 
half of his innings.

“It’s still sinking in,” he 
said after tearfully leaving 
the field to a standing 
ovation, revealing team 
medics gave him the op-
tion of retiring hurt due 
to the pain.

“I was glad I made the 
decision to stay out there 
and swing.”

New Zealand captain 
Kane Williamson rated 
Taylor’s innings as “one of 
the great one-day knocks” 
and said he hoped the 
batsman would be fit for 
the decider.

“Ross’s knock was just 
sensational, he’s kind of 

been batting like that all 
year,” he said.

“Hopefully his inju-
ries are minor and we 
can see him in the next 
game.”
England collapse 
Taylor’s heroics in scor-
ing his 19th ODI century 
overshadowed a fine bat-
ting performance from 
England, marred by a late 
collapse that cost them 
dearly.

Jonny Bairstow blazed 
his way to 138 off 106 balls 
and Joe Root grafted out a 
hard-fought 102 before 
England self-destructed 
late in their innings.

England captain Eoin 
Morgan had no expla-
nation for the collapse 
but was confident his 
side’s deep batting line-
up would not fail so spec-
tacularly again.

“It isn’t ideal. Normal-

ly one of us (batsmen) 
comes off, so it is a first,” 
he said.

“We won’t look into 
it too much at the mo-
ment if he happens con-
sistently we’ll have to do 
something.”

New Zealand’s chase 
started disastrously when 
openers Martin Guptill 
and Colin Munro both 
went for ducks.

Kane Williamson and 

Taylor rebuilt with an 84-
run partnership before 
England’s star all-round-
er Ben Stokes dismissed 
the New Zealand captain 
at 45 in the 17th over.

Ta y l o r  a n d  To m 
Latham then combined 
for a 187-run partnership, 
with Latham contribut-
ing 71.

Taylor’s injury came 
when he was on 109 and 
had to dive to avoid a 

London, March 7 (Re-
uters): Liverpool forward 
Sadio Mane believes the 
Merseyside club have the 
ability to defeat any team 
in the world, including 
bitter rivals and Saturday’s 
Premier League oppo-
nents Manchester United.

The two clubs are bat-
tling to finish as the best of 
the rest behind runaway 
league leaders Manchester 
City with United second in 
the table, two points ahead 

of third-placed Liverpool 
with nine games remain-
ing in the campaign.

Liverpool have won 
four of their last five league 
games and booked a 
Champions League quar-
ter-final berth on Tuesday 
as a 0-0 draw in the sec-
ond leg of their last 16 tie 
with Porto helped Juergen 
Klopp’s side record a 5-0 
aggregate win.

“It will not be easy 
but I’ve always said we 

can beat any team in the 
world,” Mane told Brit-
ish media. “Honestly they 
(Manchester United) are 
one of the best teams in 
England, of course in the 
world also, but we are as 
well.

“It’s the dream for ev-
ery single player to play 
this kind of game so ev-
eryone is looking forward 
to it.”

United have won three 
of their last five league 

run-out, inflaming the 
thigh strain that forced 
him out of the previous 
match in the series.

Unable to run freely, 
he concentrated on hit-
ting boundaries, taking 
New Zealand to the posi-
tion where they needed 
80 off the final 10 overs.
Nervy Nicholls
England slowed New Zea-
land’s momentum with 
Latham’s dismissal and 
Colin de Grandhomme’s 
departure on 23.

Henry Nicholls looked 
nervy when he came to 
the crease but worked 
well to give Taylor most 
of the strike.

With three runs need-
ed off the final over, Nich-
olls faced two dot balls 
then smashed Tom Cur-
ran for six to seal the win.

England should have 
put the match beyond 
reach after Bairstow and 
Root had them at 267 for 
1 in the 38th over.

But Bairstow’s depar-
ture sparked a collapse 
that saw six wickets go 
for 21 runs, ending their 
hopes of setting a mon-
ster total on the small 
University Oval ground.

A late cameo of 22 off 
10 balls from Curran add-
ed a degree of difficulty to 
the target but also showed 
New Zealand’s batsmen 
that there were runs in 
the pitch.

Ish Sodhi led the Black 
Caps’ fightback with the 
ball, taking four for 58, 
while Colin Munro and 
Trent Boult took two wick-
ets apiece.   

Mahendra Singh Dhoni 
was placed in the A cat-
egory and will take home 
Rs 5 crore.

Meanwhile, 19 women 
cricketers have been giv-
en contracts across three 
categories. In the A cat-
egory, Mithali Raj, Jhulan 
Goswami, Harmanpreet 
Kaur and Smriti Mand-
hana will get Rs 50 lakh 
each per year.

The players in the B 
category will get Rs 30 
lakh. A new C category 
has been declared, with 
the players in this cat-
egory standing to earn Rs 
10 lakh per year.

David Warner

games, including consec-
utive wins over Chelsea 
and Crystal Palace, and 
the home side will be con-
fident ahead of Saturday’s 
match as City are the only 
visitors to win a league 
game at Old Trafford this 
season.

Liverpool last won at 
Old Trafford in 2014 but 
goalkeeper Lorius Karius is 
confident that the Mersey-
side club can get a crucial 
win as they aim to seal 
Champions League foot-
ball for next season.

“It’s a very big game 
for us, for the club, for the 
fans,” Karius said. “With 
the situation being this 
tight together on the table 
also, we can’t really ask for 
more.

“Of course they have a 
good squad and we have 
respect for them, but we 
don’t fear anyone. We’re 
really confident, looking 
at ourselves and our own 
abilities, we know we can 
beat them.

“We want to go direct-
ly into the Champions 
League again, there’s not 
many places for it and 
second (place) would be 
ideal obviously.”
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Gautam Gambhir (L) was named captain of Delhi Daredevils for the upcoming edition of Indian 
Premier League (IPL), which will mark his return to the franchise after a gap of eight years.

PTI

Real Madrid's Cristiano Ronaldo, left, makes an attempt to shoot the ball as PSG's Thiago Silva tries 
to stop him during the round of 16, 2nd leg Champions League soccer match at the Parc des Princes 
Stadium in Paris on Tue. Mar. 6.

AP/PTI

Ronaldo does it again as Real 
Madrid dump PSG out of Europe

Gambhir named Delhi Daredevils captain

I-League: Minerva, Churchill gear up for final showdownFormer India coach Oltmans takes 
charge of arch-rivals Pakistan

paris, March 7 (AFp): 
Cristiano Ronaldo and 
Casemiro got the goals 
for Real Madrid as the 
holders won 2-1 away to a 
Paris Saint-Germain side 
missing Neymar to secure 
their place in the Champi-
ons League quarter-finals 
on Tuesday.

Ronaldo had scored 
twice -- including his 
100th goal for Real in the 
competition -- as they 
won 3-1 in the first leg 
in Spain last month, and 
his header early in the 
second half at the Parc des 
Princes effectively ended 
the French club's hopes 
of progressing.

E d i n s o n  C a v a n i 
equalised on the night for 
PSG, but only after they 
had Marco Verratti sent 
off, and Casemiro's late 
goal secured an ultimately 
comprehensive 5-2 aggre-
gate victory for Zinedine 
Zidane's side.

"We played well right 
from the beginning, 
pressing them high up 
the field. It was a perfect 
match. This is not an easy 
place to come and play 
well," said Zidane.

PSG never looked like 
turning the tie around in 
the absence of the injured 
Neymar, and it was a hor-
ribly flat way for them to 
exit the competition.

"It was in the first leg 
that we lost the tie. We 
are all disappointed that 
things did not go as we 
hoped," Adrien Rabiot 
told beIN Sports.

"We controlled the 
game well in the first half 

Karachi, March 7 (reuters): Former India hockey coach Roelant Oltmans 
will take charge of their arch-rivals Pakistan on a two-and-a-half year deal, 
the 63-year-old Dutchman announced on Wednesday.

Oltmans’ return to Pakistan as chief coach of the men’s team will be 
his second spell in the country, having coached them in 2003-04 up to the 
Athens Olympics where they finished fifth. The experienced Oltmans was 
at the helm of Indian hockey for four years from 2013, initially as a high 
performance director before he took over as chief coach from compatriot 
Paul van Ass in 2015. Oltmans was sacked from his role last September.

“Today I can confirm an Agreement with PHF for a role as Chief Coach 
for the next 2 1/2 Years,” Oltmans tweeted.

Oltmans’ major assignments with Pakistan this year will be the Com-
monwealth Games in April and the World Cup in December. 

New Delhi , March 7 
(IANS): Delhi Daredevils 
on Wednesday named 
veteran batsman Gautam 
Gambhir as their captain 
for the upcoming edi-
tion of the Indian Premier 
League (IPL).

The 36-year-old top-
order batsman returned 
to the Delhi franchise after 
a seven-season stint with 
Kolkata Knight Riders, 
who won two IPL titles, in 
2012 and 2014, under the 
captaincy of the former 
India star.

Gambhir asserted that 
he is looking forward to 
working with Delhi coach 
and legendary Australian 
captain Ricky Ponting.

"It is a huge honour to 
once again captain Delhi. 
There are nerves as well as 
excitement as I return to 
the side where my IPL ca-
reer started. To get this re-
sponsibility is a way for me 
to give back to the sport in 
the city," Gambhir said at a 
press conference.

"I firmly believe that 
with the players currently 
involved we have the mak-
ings of a very good side. 

The potential of this group 
of players is immense and 
if we play to our potential, 
we can go all the way. It is 
now up to us to turn that 
potential into consistent 
performances," the for-
mer India opener added.

"It is also going to be 
great to work in unison 
with Ricky, an absolute 
champion himself."

Delhi have not made 
the play-offs in the last 
five editions and having 
handed the captaincy to 
Gambhir, who won twice 
with KKR, the expecta-
tions are high. 

" O n e  m a n  c a n ' t 
change anything. As a cap-
tain, you can lead the way 
with your performance 
but the whole team mem-
bers have to perform. I 
believe a captain is as good 
as his team. The captain 
can set the right environ-
ment for everybody to 
perform.

"Moreover, even if 
we won twice with KKR, 
but in 2018, expectations 
would have been similar if 
I was in Kolkata. Pressure 
of expectations is there 

everywhere."
Gambhir also said that 

he and the franchise are 
on the same page on the 
matter of squad composi-
tion. "Before the auctions, 
(CEO) Hemant (Dua) and 
me shared the inputs on 
which players to go for (at 
the auctions)."

Congratulating Gamb-
hir on his appointment, 
Ponting hoped that the 
left-hander will have a 
successful stint with the 
Delhi team.

"Gauti has been a lead-
er for a very long time. He 
has always proven himself 
to be one of the top leaders 
during his stint with other 
sides in the IPL. He has a 
big personality, but it is the 
drive behind the outward 
confidence which I think 
will inspire the rest of the 
team," Ponting said.

"He has the respect 
of the dressing room and 
the franchise is proud to 
have him as our captain. I 
would like to congratulate 
him on the appointment 
and wish him all the very 
best," the former Australia 
captain added.

panchkula, March 7 (IANS): As the 
2017-18 I-League season heads to-
wards the final showdown where four 
teams will fight for the ultimate glory, 
Minerva Punjab FC are gearing up to 
host relegation-threatened Churchill 
Brothers FC at the Tau Devi Lal Sta-
dium here on Thursday.

Minerva Punjab FC are the only 
team amongst the four who do not 
have to depend on the result of other 
matches if they secure all three points 
against the visitors.

While an outright win will guar-
antee them the title, even a draw or a 
loss may still see them through pro-

vided the other two outcomes in Kol-
kata and Kozhikode go accordingly.

Meanwhile, it will also be a do 
or die game for Churchill Brothers 
as they battle for survival in the top 
division of Indian football.

Churchill Brothers are currently 
sitting on 17 points with one match 
left and anything less than a win will 
not avert relegation for the Goan 
outfit.

Churchill coach Alfred Fernandes 
said that this match is crucial for the 
future of the former champions as 
well as Minerva Punjab.

"It's a very important match for 

the team. For Minerva it's a do or die 
match for them to win the I-League 
and for us also it's a do or die match 
for survival in the I-League. It's a 
tough match and whoever will take 
their chances, will come out as win-
ners. It's all about keeping yourself 
cool and expect a very tough match," 
he said.

Fernandes also asserted that a 
new era beckons Indian Football 
where new clubs are challenging the 
legacy clubs for dominance.

"Earlier, the legacy clubs were 
walking away with the honours. 
Now it's good for the Indian football 

that smaller clubs are fighting neck-
to-neck with the legacy clubs. Only 
Indian football will benefit from this," 
Alfred said.

Minerva Punjab head coach Kho-
gen Singh simply believes that his 
players need to focus on their game 
rather keeping an eye on other two 
matches.

"We don't need to think about 
others, we have to just concentrate on 
our game. We have to win our game. 
Our aim, our objective, our motto is 
to win the match. If we win this match, 
we will end up as the winners. We 
think about our game," Khogen said.

but couldn't get the goal to 
make them doubt them-
selves, and once we were 
down to 10 men it became 
impossible."

As they limp out, Real's 
dream of becoming the 
first team in more than 
40 years to win three suc-
cessive European Cups 
remains alive.

A year after their spec-
tacular collapse against 
Barcelona in the last 16, 
when they were humili-
ated 6-1 away in the return 
after a stunning 4-0 win 
at home, PSG had hoped 
to produce a memorable 
comeback themselves this 
time.

Ye t ,  s h o r n  o f  t h e 
world's most expensive 

player, who is back in Bra-
zil recuperating from a 
foot operation, they strug-
gled to create chanc-
es, and the night 
will also 
be re-
mem-
bered 
for  the 
stupidity of a 
section of their support-
ers.

Flares were lit en masse 
on several occasions at 
one end of the ground, 
once even leading to a 
brief stoppage in play, and 
PSG will face punishment 
from UEFA as a result.
Di Maria flops
Without Neymar, this 
was Angel Di Maria's big 

chance to shine after he 
was left on the bench for 
the entirety of the first leg, 

but nothing came off 
for the Argentine 

against 
h i s 
f o r -
m e r 

side, his 
performance 

symbolic of a wider mal-
aise in the home ranks.

They had only made 
Real goalkeeper Keylor 
Navas work once in the 
first half, from Kylian 
Mbappe's shot in the 43rd 
minute.

In contrast, Alphonse 
Areola had kept the home 
side in the game with two 
fine saves to deny Sergio 

Ramos and Karim Ben-
zema before the interval.

That just delayed the 
inevitable. Having come 
close with a header mo-
ments earlier, Ronaldo 
broke the deadlock in the 
51st minute, heading in a 
Lucas Vazquez cross for 
his third goal in the tie.

The goal had come 
from an error by Dani 
Alves initially, and it com-
pletely punctured PSG 
and the atmosphere.

The tie had escaped 
them before Verratti was 
sent off midway through 
the second half, picking 
up a second yellow card 
for dissent.

Substitute Javier Pas-
tore's header deflected 
into the net off Cavani in 
the 71st minute to level 
the scores on the night, 
but more poor defending 
allowed Real to make it 
2-1 with 10 minutes left.

Unable to clear their 
lines in their own area, 
PSG saw Casemiro's shot 
go in via a Marquinhos 
deflection. With Marco 
Asensio and Isco both hit-
ting the post in the second 
half for Real, the visitors 
more than deserved their 
win on the night, as well as 
in the tie.

That rubbed more salt 
into the wounds for PSG, 
who had not lost any of 
their previous 51 home 
games in all competitions, 
a run going back two years 
to before the start of Unai 
Emery's reign as coach.

This defeat is likely to 
hasten the end of his time 
in charge.


