
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio and his cabinet ministers after the swearing-in ceremony. 
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Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 8 (EMN): 
Leader of People’s Dem-
ocratic Alliance (PDA) 
Neiphiu Rio was sworn in 
as the 20th chief minister 
of Nagaland on Thursday 
in a historic public oath-
taking ceremony held at 
Khuochiezie ground in 
Kohima.

Governor PB Acharya 
administered the oath 
of office to the new chief 
minister along with newly 
appointed deputy chief 
minister Yanthungo Pat-
ton (BJP) and 10 cabinet 
ministers. 

The list of cabinet min-
isters include CM Chang, 
Neiba Kronu and Metsubo 
Jamir from NDPP; S Pang-
nyu Phom, P Paiwang 
Konyak, Jacob Zhimomi, 
V Kashiho Sangtam and 
Temjen Imna Along from 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP); G Kaito Aye from JD 
(U) and Tongpang Ozu-
kum (Independent). 

Union Defence Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman, 
Union Minister of State 
for Home Kiren Rijiju, BJP 
national president Amit 
Shah, chief ministers of 
neighbouring states N 
Biren Singh (Manipur), 

Pe m a  K h a n d u  ( A r u -
nachal Pradesh), Sarba-
nanda Sonowal (Assam) 
and Conrad Sangma 
(Meghalaya), Mizoram’s 
former chief minister 
Zoramthanga, BJP na-
tional general secretary in 
charge of Northeast Ram 
Madhav, Rajya Sabha MP 
KG Kenye, former chief 
minister TR Zeliang, newly 
elected legislators and top 
bureaucrats were among 
those in attendance. 

New roadmap for  
developments–Rio
“We have chosen to con-
duct this important func-
tion at this historic place 
in honour of the people 
we are to serve, and to also 
remind ourselves publicly 
of the responsibilities that 
lie upon our shoulders,” 
Rio said in his first public 
address after being sworn 
in. The venue is reminis-
cent for the historic decla-
ration of the statehood of 
Nagaland on 1st Decem-
ber 1963 made by the then 
President of India, Dr. S 
Radhakrishnan. 

Stating that the PDA 
has come to power on 
the back of a campaign 
that promised change, 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 28° 10°

Agartala 35° 15°

Gangtok 22° 08°

Guwahati 31° 14°

Imphal 29° 09°

Itanagar 26° 14°

Shillong 21° 08°

Delhi 31° 17°

Kolkata 34° 18°

Chennai 34° 22°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 24° 08°
DIMAPUR 29° 14°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 86%
DIMAPUR Nil 94%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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The philistine provides 
the best definition 

of art. Anything that 
makes him rage is  

first class.

~ Louis Dudek

Mirror Takes

You're not even 18 but you 
were so busy with election 

na. All politicians are at least 
class 10 pass okay.
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Picking Kohli ended my career as 
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EntErtainmEnt

RNI NO. NAGENG/2002/07906VOL. XVII  NO. 67  | PAGES 12  ` 4/-      DIMAPUR, FRIDAY, MARCH 9, 2018

Rhythm of Love: In 
conversation with Fluff 
Paradox  |  P10

~ Arien

Rio assured good govern-
ance, rule of transparency 
and commitment to bring 
about positive change.

“We recognise that this 
mandate is a mandate not 
just for change of govern-
ment but a vote to bring 
positive change in Na-
galand. We will redraw a 
new map of progressive 
development in a manner 
that is all inclusive and 
involves all stakeholders,” 
he asserted.

Rio said that for the 
new government, the peo-
ple are its ‘real high com-
mand’. “We assure the 
people of Nagaland that 
we will tirelessly work to-
wards achievement of the 
commitments given to the 
people,” he declared.

He also maintained 
that the PDA remains 
committed towards facili-
tating the peace process 
and assured to make all ef-
forts to contribute towards 
achieving an ‘honourable 
solution that is inclusive 
and acceptable to the peo-
ple’ as early as possible. 

“We will extend our 
fullest cooperation to the 
government of India un-
der the bold and dynamic 
leadership of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi in 
our collective endeavour 
to bring lasting peace and 
all round development in 
Nagaland,” he stated.

Rio thanked the Elec-
tion Commission of India, 
the chief electoral officer 
of Nagaland and state gov-

ernment machineries for 
the successful conduct of 
the election; the Civil Soci-
ety, churches and the peo-
ple for positively partici-
pating in the democratic 
process. He congratulated 
the newly elected mem-
bers and expressed hope 
that both the treasury and 
opposition would work 
together in a constructive 
manner to bring about 
economic growth and all 
round development. 

Also lauding party 
workers of both NDPP 
and BJP “for a job well 
done”, he commended 
them for keeping their 
campaign ‘dignified, re-
sponsible and mature’ 
and strengthening the 
foundations of democracy 

with their conduct. He ac-
knowledged NDPP presi-
dent Chingwang Konyak 
and BJP Nagaland presi-
dent Visasolie Lhoungu 
for inspiring harmony 
and coordination within 
the alliance. “We are hum-
bled by our victory and 
the People's Democratic 
Alliance, which includes 
the JD (U), the NPP and 
the Independent, promise 
that we will not allow any 
vote cast in our favour to 
go in vain. We will bring 
change, we will work for 
all sections and we will 
leave no one behind,” Rio 
further stated.

Four first-timers in  
PDA ministry
Four first-time MLAs were 

inducted as cabinet min-
isters in the new Rio-led 
PDA ministry. Independ-
ent legislator and former 
Naga Students’ Federation 
president Tongpang Ozu-
kum, whose support to 
Rio played a crucial role in 
turning the number-battle 
to the advantage of NDPP-
BJP alliance, is the young-
est minister in the present 
cabinet at the age of 34..

B J P  M L A  Te m j e n 
Imna Along, who defeat-
ed former NPF legislator 
Dr. Benjongliba Aier from 
Alongtaki assembly seat 
by 86 votes, also man-
aged to secure a cabinet 
berth. The other two first-
timers in the cabinet are 
former director of rural 
development department 

Kohima Bureau 
Kohima, March 8 (EMN): Despite 
endless seminars and debates, em-
powerment of women in the context 
of Nagaland has not gone the expected 
direction because of traditional and 
cultural practices that are still preva-
lent in Naga society.

This observation was made by 
Bano Vinito, the chairperson of Naga-
land State Social Welfare Board dur-
ing the celebration of International 
Women’s Day on the theme ‘Press for 
progress’ at Nagaland University, Ko-
hima campus, Meriema on March 8.

Expressing delight at the participa-
tion of five women candidates in the 
recently held Nagaland assembly elec-
tions, Vinito maintained that though 
none of them could win it was a good 
start for women politically as they 
have set a new trend. She said that 
instead of being discouraged women 
contest more in future.She said there 
are enough testimonies to prove that 
‘there is nothing that women cannot 
do’ and reminded that a day like this 
should be a time to reflect and assess 
if women are truly progressing in the 
real sense. 

She also emphasized that women 
should be economically independent; 
and said quality education can liberate 
women. At the same time, she pointed 
out that academic performance alone 
is not enough as skill development 
plays a crucial role to be employable.

In this context, she informed that 
the government is giving top prior-
ity to skill development and asserted 
women should take advantage of such 
opportunities. 

Advising the students and staffs of 
the university, Vinito urged them to be 
alert and be conscious of the present 

trend of education for development.
Mission Director State Resource 

Centre for Women, Daisy Mezhur also 
noted that women empowerment 
is still a myth in the state if we really 
look into the system as the traditional 
and cultural practices binds women 
time and again; and deny their rights 
enshrined in the Constitution of India.

Stating that women empowerment 
does not mean fight between the op-
posite sexes but coming together as 
equal partners, Mezhur suggested 
on the approach of ‘he for she’ – men 
speaking for women and ‘she for 

she’- women coming up to support 
and encourage men. Prof. Ramesh C 
Gupta, Pro-Vice Chancellor of NU also 
spoke on ‘students as gender champi-
ons’ while a live video of Beti Bachao 
Beti Badhao (BBBP) under Pan India 
expansion of BBBP covering all the 640 
census districts of 2011 was telecast.

The programme was jointly organ-
ized by Women Studies Centre, NU, 
Nagaland University Students’ union 
(NUSU) Kohima, Department of Social 
Welfare, Nagaland State Social Welfare 
Board and State Resource Centre for 
Women.

Metsubo Jamir of NDDP 
who made his electoral 
debut from Mokokchung 
Town assembly constitu-
ency and defeated former 
minister C Apok Jamir and 
BJP’s V Kashiho Sangtam 
who defeated former min-
ister C Kipili Sangtam from 
Seyochung-Sitimi seat.

Jacob Zhimomi of BJP 
from Ghaspani-I, who 
served as a parliamentary 
secretary in the previous 
ministry was also reward-
ed with a cabinet berth. 

Interestingly, the MLAs 
representing constituen-
cies with the highest and 
the lowest electorates 
among all the 60 assem-
bly constituencies have 
both figured in the cabinet 
this time: Ghaspani-I AC 
has the highest number 
of electorates with 65637 
voters and Mokokchung 
Town has the lowest with 
7135 voters.

Also, in his address 
Rio extended greetings to 
women on the occasion 
of International Women’s 
Day. As the world ob-
served the day in hon-
our of women, Rio said 
his party, the Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) stand for 
women empowerment 
and gender equality to 
ensure equality for men 
and women in the Naga 
society.

Kohima Bureau 
Kohima, March 8 (EMN): 
In his first press confer-
ence as the chief minister 
of the PDA government, 
Neiphiu Rio put an end to 
speculations surrounding 
the post of parliamentary 
secretaries by announcing 
that his government will 
feature no such posts. 

“As  per  the Tenth 
Schedule, the law clearly 
states that the posts of 
parliamentary secretar-
ies cannot be there. And 
therefore, we don’t intend 
to go against the law,” Rio 
told reporters after the 
first cabinet meeting held 
at Nagaland Secretariat in 

Kohima on March 8. 
He, however, informed 

that discussions are on to 
devise a method/mecha-
nism to accommodate the 
elected members, add-
ing that they are also hav-
ing consultation with the 
Bharatiya Janata Party. 

Rio said that Nagaland 
as a small state has been 
affected by the downsizing 
of ministry. He said that 
Nagaland is a tribal state 
which makes it difficult 
to run a government if 
all tribes are not accom-
modated. Rio also reiter-
ated that the Naga political 
issue will remain as the 
top-most agenda for his 
government.

“The People’s Dem-
ocratic Alliance (PDA) 
government also appeals 
to other Naga Political 
Groups (NPGs) who are 
not part of the negotia-
tions to join in the political 
talks which are currently 
underway,” Rio said refer-
ring to the resolution of 
the first cabinet meeting 
held today.

He also assured to in-
volve the Naga Political 
Wing Affairs Committee 
to pursue the interest of 
the Nagas. He expressed 
happiness that the ongo-
ing talks between the gov-
ernment of India and the 
Naga groups are making 
good progress.

Rio also assured that 
the PDA government will 
provide stability and trans-
parency in order to ensure 
good governance during 
this tenure.

Asked about the veracity 
of the claim made by Gov-
ernor PB Acharya to bring 
solution to the Naga issue 
within six months, Rio 
said that he has “no idea” 
about it.  

He also denied that 
there is no such under-
standing till date, main-
taining that “nobody can 
definitely say as to when a 
solution will arrive.”

Clarifying his com-
ments on Naga solution 
which went viral, Rio de-
nied making such state-
ments. 

Within hours of the swearing-
in ceremony, the cabinet had 
a meeting and passed a notifi-
cation banning use of names/
designation plates by any gov-
ernment employee.

The new cabinet directive 
prohibits even ministers and 
elected members from using 
‘name or designation plates’. 
The anti-VIP culture stand is 
one of the features of NDPP 
manifesto through which the 
party seeks to oppose any ac-
tion or symbol that promotes 
VIP culture in Naga society.

As per its manifesto, the 
party has resolved that no func-
tionary of the party will use any 
sign of VIP culture including 
use of designation plates and 
name-plates. And this policy 

will begin in a top-down ap-
proach.

In order to avoid inconven-
ience to ministers and MLAs, it 
was informed that an appropri-
ate colour coded car sticker will 
be provided to facilitate their 
movements across the state.

Accordingly, all government 
officials, functionaries have 
been directed to not display 
their designations on their vehi-
cles. Violators of this rule would 
face action under Section 177 
of the Motor Vehicles Act 1988.

As per the provisions of the 
Motor Vehicles Act 1988 and 
Central Motor Vehicles Act 1989, 
nothing except the registration 
number of the vehicle should 
be displayed on the number 
plates of the vehicles and those 

violating this rule are liable to 
face punishment.

Further, the cabinet has also 
decided that there will be new 
regulation in the use of security 
escorts and pilots within Ko-
hima and Dimapur.

Except for the governor, 
chief minister, deputy chief 
minister, NLA Speaker and 
deputy speaker, no other func-
tionaries of the government 
will use security escorts and 
pilots within Kohima and Di-
mapur. It informed that secu-
rity surveillance in the state 
capital and Dimapur would 
be enhanced and improved so 
that ministers and other func-
tionaries do not have the need 
to use escorts and pilots within 
city limits.

The cabinet has decided to rename 
the Indira Gandhi Stadium in Ko-
hima as T Ao Stadium in memory of 
the first Naga Olympian, to coincide 
with the centenary year of the sport-
ing legend.

This decision was taken during 
the first cabinet of the PDA govern-
ment. The cabinet further decided 
that a new Nagaland state sports 
policy would be announced within 
100 days, while a new insurance 
scheme for students studying outside 
Nagaland would also be launched 
within 100 days.

To provide a stable government 
to the people of the state, the cabinet 
also decided that periodical ap-
praisals and assessments of all the 
departments, including performance 
of ministers will take place regularly.

The cabinet will put in place 
specific targets and deadlines for 
achievement or programmes and 
policies and completion of projects. 
Targets for 100 days, six months 
and one year will be made public, it 
informed.

It also resolved to give a deadline 
to all departments to link all govern-
ment employees and beneficiaries 
of government funds, pensions, etc, 
to Aadhaar-based biometric system 
to ensure transparency and good 
governance.

All government directorates and 
secretariat will be covered by Aad-
haar-enabled biometric attendance 
system within 100 days. Similarly, an 
appropriate system will be devised 
for ensuring attendance in all the 
district offices.

The cabinet decided to repair and renovate the 
roads and fill up potholes in the state capital, the 
commercial hub of Dimapur and all the district 
headquarters within 60 days.

It approved to put in place a comprehensive 
masterplan for maintenance of all major roads 
where citizens can monitor and give feedbacks 
on progress of works and quality control using 
information technology.

The cabinet further decided to formulate a 
new civil aviation policy to provide air connec-
tivity to remote locations including air ambu-
lance within six months. For this, a committee 
would be set up to submit its report within two 
months. It has also decided that all ministers 
and elected members will be required to de-
clare their assets and also of their spouses and 
dependents within 100 days.

Kikon is protem  
speaker; budget  
session from March 13
Kohima Bureau
Kohima, March 8 (EMN): Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) legislator Mmhon-
lumo Kikon has been nominated as 
protem speaker of the 13th Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly (NLA). This was 
informed by Chief Minister Neiphiu 
Rio during his maiden press confer-
ence at the Civil Secretariat, Kohima 
on Thursday.

Rio also said the budget session 
has been moved to commence from 
March 13 and the first day will see 
oath-taking and electing of a new 
speaker of the NLA.

As per information received from 
Raj Bhavan, Governor PB Acharya has 
approved Kikon’s nomination and the 
new protem speaker will be adminis-
tered the oath of office on March 9 at 
Raj Bhavan Kohima at 10 am. After be-
ing sworn in, Kikon will run the activi-
ties of the newly elected house until 
the house elects a speaker.

Power outage in parts 
of Dimapur  
Dimapur, March 8 (EMN): The de-
partment of Power has informed 
consumers under sub-divisional 
officer (E) No-II, Burma Camp of 
Dimapur division that there will be 
shutdown of power supply from 4 
am to 8. 30 am on March 8, 9 and 
10. The department issued a press 
statement on Thursday informing 
the same. 

All Saturdays in March 
will be working days  
Dimapur, March 8 (EMN): On ac-
count of the coming budget session, 
the government of Nagaland has 
declared March 10 and March 24 
as working days for all government 
offices located at Kohima, this was 
contained in a DIPR report. 
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Legal services authority donates 
library to Chingmei villagers

Dimapur DFO directs sale depots
Divisional Forest Officer, Dimapur division, has directed 
all sale depots including timber sale depot, bally post sale 
depot, firewood sale depot, bamboo/chattai sale depot, pine 
firewood sale depot, and any other to get their forest license 
renewed on or before March 31.  Divisional Forest Officer, K 
Ihevi Aomi stated that application for renewal of sale depots 
after March 31 would not be entertained. 

Dimapur DPDB convenes meet 
The monthly meeting of Dimapur District Planning and 
Development Board (DPDB) has been scheduled on 
March 13 at 11 a.m. in the conference hall of the Deputy 
Commissioner, Dimapur. The district planning officer, N 
Likao Kikon has informed all DPDB members to attend the 
meeting positively.

Phek DPDB convenes meet
Deputy Commissioner and DPDB vice chairman, Phek, 
Shanavas C has informed that the monthly meeting of Phek 
DPDB would be held on March 14. Stating that the venue 
and time would remain the same, the DC has requested all 
the concerned members to attend the meeting positively.

NEWS IN BRIEF

NSCN (R) urges members to be vigilant

Agri. dept. bids farewell to outgoing director

DMI St. Joseph Global 
observes school’s day

Bootleggers land in Assam Rifles’ dragnet 

Dimapur’s DC grateful for peaceful election C-Edge College conducts 
programme for faculty 

DoSE informs private schools

NSLSA and TDLSA officials along with the members of Chingmei village council, Chang women’s organisation and Chingmei Range Students’ 
Council after inauguration of the library in Chingmei village on March 7. 

DEO R Amongla Jamir speaking at the annual day programme of DMI 
St. Joseph’s Global School on March 7.

 The five accused from whom illegal liquor were recovered by the Assam Rifles.

A faculty member of C-Edge College delivers a presentation during the one-day faculty development 
programme on March 6.

Principal Secretary & APC T Imkonglemba Ao (3rd from left), director of agriculture G Ikuto Zhimomi (first 
from left) along with the outgoing director Helie Rupre-o and other senior officers during the farewell 
programme on March 6.

Kohima, March 8 (EMN): 
To uplift the underprivi-
leged, Nagaland State 
Legal Services Author-
ity (NSLSA) in collabo-
ration with Sarvahitey 
has inaugurated a library 
in Chingmei village un-
der Tuensang district on 
March 7. 

The library was in-
augurated by Nino Iralu, 
NSLSA member secretary 
and Special Judge TDP 
Vigilance Commission, in 
the presence of Chingmei 
village council, Chang 
women’s Organisation 
and Chingmei Range Stu-
dents’ Council.

More than 400 books, 
adequate furniture and 
computer with printer 
were donated by Sarva-
hitey and NSLSA for the 
vil lages of  Chingmei 
range comprising six vil-
lages. 

The library project 
was introduced by Prem 
Prakash, co-founder of 
Sarvahitey, and NSLSA 
m a s t e r  t ra i n e r s  M s. 
Limasenla and Mrs Es-
ther Aye.

The Morung was con-
structed by the Chingmei 
Range Students’ Council 
with the help of Ching-
mei village council. The 

Students’ Council will 
also look after the library 
under the guidance of the 
Tuensang DLSA.  

Delivering the inau-
gural address, Nino Iralu 
apprised the idea behind 
the library by Sarvahitey- 
an NGO working for the 
uplift of the weaker sec-
tion of society through 
various projects. She said 
that with the common 
objective, NSLSA also has 
its technique of giving le-
gal awareness and service 
delivery to the under-
privileged. Iralu informed 
that under such collabo-
ration, the first library 

was set up in Chingmei 
village. 

She urged the gather-
ing to encourage their 
children to read books 
in the library so that they 
can share the knowledge 
with friends and family. 

Iralu said that the sta-
tioneries and computer 
installed in the library can 
be used by the six villages 
of Chingmei range for 
drafting applications. La-
menting that present day 
children are not aware of 
agricultural practices and 
cultural values, she said 
the library can be used 
as a cultural exchange 

Correction
During the counting day of the recently concluded assembly 
elections in Dimapur district, due to a miscommunication a 
reporter of Eastern Mirror was not allowed to take photos 
and was asked to leave the counting station for Ghaspani-I 
by the officer in-charge. The officer had also ordered the 
armed central police personnel guarding the vicinity to 
restrict entry of everyone but the deputy commissioner 
and government officials. In our report of that incident on 
March 4 it was incorrectly mentioned as ‘military personnel’ 
which projects a completely different meaning. It was also 
incorrectly alluded as if the reporter was intimidated directly 
by the security personnel, which was not so.

between the older and 
younger generations. 

The member secre-
tary further lauded the 
Chingmei Range Stu-
dents’ Council for con-
structing the Morung for 
the library and thanked 
the support of the Ching-
mei village council and 
Tuensang District Legal 
Services Authority.    

She also felicitated 
the best performer of the 
Sochem student 2017.

D e l i v e r i n g  s h o r t 
speech, Chingmei village 
council chairman said 
there are 31 members in 
the council while the New 
Chingmei village council 
has 13 members. Stating 
that the date of inaugura-
tion would be celebrated 
in the coming years, he 
thanked the NSLSA and 
Sarvahitey for bringing 
the library project to the 
village    

Delivering welcome 
address, vice president 
of Chingmei Range Stu-
dents’ Council said that 
the library will be a chan-
nel of knowledge to the 
six villages in Chingmei 
range. He added that the 
library given hope to the 
people. 

Yimtsusangla, TDLSA 
panel lawyer, delivered 
the vote of thanks and 
Antimangyang Chang, 
retainer lawyer, chaired 
the programme.

Dimapur, March 8 (EMN): 
Alleging that some Indian 
agencies are working tire-
lessly to thwart peaceful 
solution to the Indo-Naga 
political issue, the NSCN 
(R) has urged all workers 
and cadres to remain vigil 
and not fall prey to such 
usual tactics.

The NSCN (R) kilonser 
and supervisor of Cease-
fire Supervisory Board, 
Imlongnukshi Chang 
stated that ‘solution’ with 
India should be durable 
and beneficial to both In-

dian and Nagas, adding it 
has been their top agenda 
right from its formation 
in 2015.

He, however, observed 
that some Indian agencies 
are working tirelessly so 
that no ‘solution’ is ar-
rived at between Indians 
and Nagas. He added that 
those agencies were pro-
voking Naga groups to 
break the ceasefire by in-
stigating CFSB that weap-
ons all over Nagaland are 
being transported by spe-
cial ceasefire identity card 

holders besides arresting 
of workers and cadres and 
to cancel special cease-
fire ID card of important 
leaders. 

He stated that the ac-
tivity of such agencies was 
for their selfish gains. 

In this regard, he has 
urged all workers and 
cadres to be extra vigil 
and be prepared to escape 
from such usual tactics, 
He further stated that any 
future plans would be in-
formed after consultation 
with collective leaders.

Dimapur, March 8 (EMN): Department of 
agriculture bade farewell to its outgoing 
director, Helie Rupre-o, during a pro-
gramme held in the directorate confer-
ence hall on March 6. 

Presiding over the programme, direc-
tor G Ikuto Zhimomi lauded the officer 
for his valuable contributions at various 
levels during his entire service career in 
the department, while the joint directors 
N Henry Zeliang read out the service pro-
file of the outgoing director and L Butang 
Khiamniungan delivered farewell speech 
on behalf of the department.

Principal secretary and APC, T Imkon-
glemba has eulogised the outgoing direc-
tor by terming him as a man of strict and 
well disciplined nature having practical 
experience very much suited to the local 
condition. The APC also described him 
as a caring person towards the officers 
and staff. 

The APC also congratulated the out-
going director for leaving the department 
in good health and sound mind. He also 
urged the retiring officer to continue 
working for the department through his 

guidance.  
Farewell song was presented by direc-

torate female voice and officers and staff 
of DAO’s, office, Kohima.

Speech on behalf of outpost establish-
ments was delivered by BN Phom, Dis-
trict Agriculture Officer, Mon. Voluntary 
speeches were also delivered by Hoto 
Yepthomi, director of Land Resources De-
velopment; Er. Achakbou Newmai, (SE); 
C Peter, DAO, Tuensang, KVK Nagaland; 
Ghutoni, Registrar (Agri.); and Akum 
Jamir, legal consultant of the department.

Delivering his farewell address, the 
outgoing director said serving the depart-
ment for 35 years was a big achievement. 
He thanked God for enabling him to oc-
cupy the top most position in the depart-
ment in good health and sound mind. 
He also thanked the state government 
and the department for supporting him 
during his study period (scholarship and 
book grant). 

He has thanked the principal secre-
tary & APC and team, former directors 
senior, officers and staff of the depart-
ment. 

Dimapur, March 8 (EMN): 
Physical Education Sec-
tion of the Directorate of 
School Education has an-
nounced to conduct ‘A 
basic training on physical 
education activities’ for 
one week duration to all 
sports teachers both male 
and female at GHS, Kig-
wema, Kohima.

In a circular, the Direc-
tor of School Education, 
Wonthungo Tsopoe has 
informed all the private 
higher secondary schools 

and high schools to depute 
one teacher in charge of 
sports to the training pro-
gramme.

To meet the basic needs 
during the training, he in-
formed that sum of INR 
3000 would be collected at 
Room No. 4 of the Direc-
torate during office hours 
from March 10 onward 
from every participant. The 
circular further stated that 
date and timing would be 
intimated to the participat-
ing school separately.

Dimapur, March 8 (EMN): 
Jalukie battalion of the As-
sam Rifles have confiscated 
56 cases of liquor during 
search at mobile check post 
in Mhainamtsi under Peren 
district on March 7. 

During the search at a 
mobile check post, troops 
of Assam Rifles intercepted 
a Tata Sumo vehicle bear-
ing registered No NL 01T 
8374 and apprehended five 
passengers including three 
women and two men for 
possessing 56 cases of liquor.  

The arrested persons 
were identified as Gvang 

Thailung (22), son of Hoin-
aibung and resident of 
Sanjuram C block; Jakson 
(19), son of Gaika Zaplung 
and resident of Sanjuram C 
block; Idan (30), daughter 
of Namdui and resident of 
Saijang; Suineu (30), daugh-
ter of Alakbe and resident of 
Azailong; and Rongdia (32), 
daughter of Rongdeu and 
resident of Nkialwa.

Assam Rifles press release 
stated that accused along-
with recovered items were 
handed over to Jalukie Police 
Station for further investiga-
tion.

Dimapur, March 8 (EMN): 
The Internal Quality As-
surance Cell (IQAC) of 
C-Edge College, Dimapur, 
has organised a one-day 
faculty development 
programme on March 6, 
which was attended by 
the entire teaching fac-
ulty. 

The programme was 
focused on three major 
factors viz. evaluation, 

critical thinking and sci-
entific temper and how 
these could be instil in 
their teaching skills and 
inculcate in the students. 

Each faculty made 
a presentation based 
on the topics of evalu-
ation, critical thinking 
and scientific approach. 
The programme also fea-
tured an open interaction 
and deliberation where 

the college principal, Dr. 
Chubatola Aier encour-
aged the entire faculty 
to consciously apply the 
aspects of critical think-
ing and scientific temper. 
She also mentioned that 
those cpi;d be applied in 
perspective classes, one 
of the innovative practices 
of the college. She also 
shared some effective tips 
on evaluation.

Dimapur, March 8 (EMN): 
Deputy Commissioner & 
District Election Officer, 
Dimapur, has conveyed 
sincere gratitude to all 
the government function-
aries, security agencies, 
political party leaders and 
the electorates for their 
support and cooperation 
in facilitating the success-
ful conduct of the recent-
ly-held elections to the 
13th Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly. 

The district admin-
istration has especially 
thanked the following 
functionaries and stake-
holders, who have con-
tributed to the successful 
and peaceful conduct of 
the electioneering process.

The DC has thanked 
chief secretary/ CEO/, 
Commissioner Nagaland/ 
Home Commissioner/ 
senior officials of Naga-
land for their guidance 
and support.

He has also thanked 
the excellent performance 
of Nagaland Police and 
central forces under the 
leadership of the Com-
missioner of Police, Di-
mapur.

He has thanked all ad-
ministrative officers (in 

the role of Returning Of-
ficers, AROs and various 
assignments), officials of 
AEO, NIC and DC office, 
who have worked relent-
lessly and spent sleepless 
nights for months in the 
run-up to the elections.

He also thanked the of-
ficers and staff of Dimapur 
Municipal Council (DMC) 
for the active support and 
logistic arrangements. The 
DC also thanked the de-
partmental officers and 
staff who have worked 
hard and contributed in 
various assignments and 
capacities, teams, and 
even as sector officers for 
the smooth conduct of the 
election process.

He has thanked the 
principal and faculties of 
Dimapur Government 
College for providing mas-
ter trainers and campus. 
All polling personnel de-
ployed on the polling day 
for the excellent job and 
upholding the conduct of 
the democratic process in 
facilitating the exercise of 
universal adult franchise 
to all eligible voters.

He thanked the chair-
men/ GBs of all villages/ 
colonies/ wards of Di-
mapur district for their 

immense support and 
cooperation in the efforts 
to ensure free, fair and 
peaceful elections. He 
also thanked all political 
parties/contesting can-
didate/ agent for their 
understanding and co-
operation in carrying the 
constitutionally-mandat-
ed elections for democrat-
ically electing the leaders.

He thanked the pub-
lic leaders, NGO leaders, 
church leaders and other 
stakeholders for their con-
tinuous support, coopera-
tion and prayers to ensure 
peaceful conduct of free, 
fair and clean elections. 

He thanked the DPRO/ 
Nagaland Post/ Eastern 
Mirror/ Morung Express/ 
local dailies for their posi-
tive role in disseminating 
necessary information 
to the voters including 
SVEEP activities.

He further thanked the 
electorates of Dimapur 
district for their coopera-
tion and participation in 
the democratic process of 
elections by turning out 
to exercise their universal 
adult franchise and ensur-
ing peaceful and success-
ful conduct of elections in 
the district.

D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  8 
(EMN): DMI St. Joseph’s 
Global School, Dimapur, 
has organised its 1st an-
nual day celebrations on 
March 7 on the theme 
“Stepping towards the 
future.”

Chief guest and Dis-
trict Education Officer, 
Dimapur, R Amongla 
Jamir, in her speech, stat-
ed that only hard work 
and fear of God in every-
thing will lead to success 
in life. She added that 

there is no short-cut to 
success.

Also stating that all 
successes are not per-
manent and all failures 
not final, she said only 
those who try to give 
more efforts and try to 
do better will eventually 
become perfection and 
there will come a time 
to celebrate their suc-
cess. She expressed hope 
that the school would 
become centre of excel-
lence in learning within a 

period of 5-6 years and 
requested the parents 
to join hands together 
with the teachers.

Fr. Johnson, cor-
respondent of Mount 
Carmel Higher Sec-
ondary School,  Di-
mapur, graced the oc-
casion as the special 
guest. The other dig-
nitaries present were 
Sr. Mary Jehani, sec-
retary of DFT Schools, 
Dr. Gnanadurai, Vice 
C h a n c e l l o r  o f  S t . 
Joseph University, Fr. 
Charles, director as-
sociation of Nagaland.

The annual prize 
distribution function 
was a moment of pride 
and honour for all the 
winners and achiev-
ers of the school. The 
students were awarded 
certificates and prizes 
for the academic as 
well as co-curricular 
excellence. 

The school princi-
pal presented the an-
nual report. The pro-
gramme culminated 
with the singing of Na-
tion Anthem.
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Members of the Kohima district legal services authority and participants during the observation of International Women’s Day at the Zhadima community hall in Kohima.

The deputy commissioner of Dimapur has decided to lead the line. Deputy Commissioner Sushil 
Kumar Patel had his badge removed on Thursday Mar. 8 following the directive of the Nagaland 
government that no official or dignitary shall use designation plates on their vehicles. Updates from 
the Dimapur division of the Information & Public Relations stated that the officer has requested 
others to follow suit. According to the provisions of the Motor Vehicle Act of 1988 and the Central 
Motor Vehicle Act of 1989 nothing except for the registration number should be displayed on the 
vehicle’s plate. Those violating the rule are liable for punishment. Violators of the rule will face 
action empowered by section-177 of the Motor Vehicle Act of 1988.

Dr. ARD Prasad, head of documentation research and training centre 
of the Indian Statistical Institute, speaks during a workshop on 
digital information at Sovima in Dimapur.
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Dimapur Police withdraw 
144 CrPC from district

International Women’s Day: Ideals vs. reality as state ponders on issues 

Digital information and what it takes 
to access them from repositories 

STATE
Setting examples 

known that the ‘demerits 
of knowledge and infor-
mation’ meant for insti-
tutes and libraries are sold 
by software companies 
and eventually become 
the property of the com-
pany. That said, he felt it 
was the right time for OSS 
to be made available to 
institutes, libraries, and to 
the professional commu-
nity at large. 

The head of documen-
tation research and train-
ing centre at Indian Sta-
tistical Institute, Dr. ARD 
Prasad, has lauded the 
university.  On a personal 
note, Prasad believes that 
“nothing is permanent in 
life” and technology will 
be replaced by something 
else.

“People are made to 
think that any document 
digitalised would last,” 
he said. He spoke about 
how access to information 
should be made easier for 
one to make changes or 

preserve through software 
technology.

Puchosale Yori, joint 
director of the dept. of Art 
& Culture also was present 
at the inaugural event of 
the workshop.  She high-
lighted the importance of 
imparting skills and how 
digital libraries would not 
have to be confined to the 
‘four walls of a building’ 
but be accessible from 
anywhere.

It was informed that 
the participants at the 
workshop are all library 
and information science-
qualified professionals 
either teaching the subject 
or working in libraries. 

T h e  w o r k s h o p  i s 
sponsored by the Indian 
Statistical Institute and 
the Raja  Rammohun 
Roy Library Foundation 
which is a central au-
tonomous organization 
established and fully fi-
nanced by the central 
ministry of Culture. 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, March 8 
(EMN): Swachh Bharat 
Mission (SBM)-Interna-
tional Women’s Day was 
observed in Mokokchung 
as part of  the Swachh 
Shakti Week on Mar. 8. 
The programme was or-
ganized by the Public 
Health Engineering divi-
sion of Mokokchung.

The district’s SBM am-
bassador, Tsukti Long-
kumer, was the guest 
of honour of the event. 
Women representative 
from 15 villages attended 
the event.

In his address Long-
kumer said that the Clean 
India Mission should be 
‘holistic cleanliness’ rath-
er than limited only to 
cleaning own household. 
The SBM should not be 
taken as an occasional 
social work exercise but a 
continuous process inside 
and outside home, he told 
the gathering. 

Unless people under-
stand the core concepts of 
the sanitation movement, 
Longkumer said, the mis-
sion will not materialise. 
He has urged the women-
folk of the area to be the 
agents of change starting 
from the kitchen all the 
way into public areas.

Two women groups 
n a m e l y  t h e  Mi s s i o n 
Clean Drive of Ungma 
and Mokokchung Town 
Sweeper Group were 
given awards and cash 
incentives for their con-
tribution to the sanitation 
movement.   

The Watsu Mungdang, 
the apex women organi-
zation of the Ao commu-
nity, also observed Inter-
national Women’s Day at 
the Mokokchung town 
hall on Thursday. The or-
ganisation conducted the 
event with the general 
theme for International 
Women’s Day ‘press for 

progress.’ 

District legal service 
agencies 
Members of the district 
legal services authori-
ties across the districts 
of Nagaland observed 
International Women’s 
Day on Mar. 8, according 
to updates from local legal 
agencies that were re-
ceived here on Thursday.  

Kohima
The Kohima district legal 
services authority (KDL-
SA) observed Interna-
tional Women’s Day at the 
Zhadima community hall.  
Speaking as the resource 
person of the programme 
on the topic of violence 
against women, panel 
lawyer Zasitsolie Bei-o 
said that even if rights are 
guaranteed to women, 
most women in the Naga 
society don’t fight for their 
rights.

Article-15 and arti-
cle-16 of the Indian Con-
stitution stipulating the 
Fundamental  Rights 
outline key provisions 
for women such as equal 
pay for equal work which 
must be practiced even 
in the Panchayats and 
municipal organisations, 
he said.

Speaking on the topic 
of protection of children 
from sexual offences, an-
other panel lawyer of the 
KDLSA, Keduvi Zhotso, 
said that a special law had 
been instituted for the 
welfare of children who 
are under 18 years of age. 
The legislation is to pro-
tect children from sexual 
abuse, sexual harassment, 
and pornography, among 
others, he said. He told 
the gathering that the act 
provides also for child-
friendly ‘systems’; interim 
compensation for imme-
diate needs and for relief; 
and final compensation 

that may be given to a 
child victim. 

Further, Zhotso said 
that the act stipulates 
various punishments for 
offences such as failure to 
report an offence which 
may attract a six-month 
penalty. He informed that 
aggravated sexual assault 
attracts a penalty of 10 
years or life imprison-
ment; false complaints 
against a child attracts a 
one-year penalty. 

Longleng 
Members of the Longleng 
district legal services au-
thority also observed In-
ternational Women’s Day 
at the Good Shepherd 
School on Mar. 8.

An advocate P Monyei 
Phom, spoke on the topic 
of gender equality and 
women empowerment, 
while the administrator 
of Good Shepherd School 
highlighted the signifi-
cance of women’s day, up-
dates stated on Thursday. 

Peren 
In collaboration with a lo-
cal group called the Peren 
Town Women Welfare Or-
ganization, members of 
the Peren district legal 
services authority also 
celebrated International 
Women’s day in Peren 
town on Mar. 8, updates 
stated on Thursday.

Somet C Chang, sec-
retary, was stated to have 
spoken about the signifi-
cance of women’s day. A 
member of the district’s 
legal service author-
ity, Zheviholi Swu, spoke 
about the constitutional 
rights of women; Asuni, 
a panel lawyer of the le-
gal agency spoke about 
domestic violence; and 
Ahoshi Achumi, a ‘gov-
ernment pleader,’ spoke 
about the laws in India 
concerning women, the 
updates informed. 

Dimapur 
In Dimapur a number of 
local youth groups organ-
ized a joint programme 
to observe International 
Women’s Day. The event 
was conducted with the 
theme “Progressive Naga 
Women,” updates on 
Thursday informed. 

The programme was 
organised by five organi-
zations ‘led by women’ 
namely the Mind Blow-
ers Club, Ethnic Group 
of Nagaland, Get Gor-
geous Society, Incessant 
Welfare Society, and the 
Native Trax Society, in col-
laboration with the Naga-
land State Commission 
for Women. The event 
was co-sponsored by the 
department of Women 
Resource Development, 
it was informed.

The event was con-
ducted at the Don Bo-
sco Institute for Devel-
opment & Leadership 
in Dimapur. It was in-
formed that ‘hundreds 
of women’ from diverse 
backgrounds “and also by 
a lot of supportive men” 
attended the event.

According to the up-
dates, the programme was 
to highlight the achieve-
ments of Naga women 
and to ‘motivate and unite 
friends, colleagues and 
our community to think, 
act and be gender-inclu-
sive and press for progress 
of women.’ 

Swachh and women 
A weeklong sanitation-
themed programme in 
Longleng district called 
the ‘Swachh Shakti Week’ 
culminated with the cel-
ebration of International 
Women’s Day on Mar. 
8. The event was organ-
ized by “DWSM PHED” 
of the district, updates in-
formed on Thursday. The 
event saw the presence of 
more than ‘100 women 

sanitation champions.’ 
The programme was 

organized to highlight 
the role of women in the 
Swachh Bharat Mission 
and to aid their leader-
ship, it was informed.

The activities that 
were undertaken dur-
ing the Swachh Shakti 
Week was highlighted 
to the gathering by S 
Walling, a chemist at the 
Public Health Engineer-
ing division of Longleng. 
The speaker congratu-
lated the local “sanita-
tion champions” for their 
active participation and 
contribution to the cause 
of the SBM. Besides, they 
were lauded for ‘bringing 
sanitation awareness to 
the community and for 
motivating women, chil-
dren and society thereby 
improving hygiene and 
sanitation.’

Resource person M 
Atula Jamir, a counsel-
lor at the district hos-
pital of Longleng, also 
talked to the gathering. 
She emphasized on the 
importance of women’s 
role in water and sanita-
tion, the updates stated. 
She was stated to have 
encouraged the women 
to step forward and ‘work 
relentlessly’ by spread-
ing information about 
sanitation and hygiene, 
it was informed. Further, 
they were urged to keep 
their surroundings clean 
‘so as to stay safe from 
diseases.’

Immanuel College
International Women’s 
Day was celebrated at 
Immanuel College too. 
The programme was or-
ganised by the college’s 
women cell on Mar. 8 in 
the college’s auditorium. 
The event was conducted 
for the “female faculty 
members as well as the 
female students,” updates 

time in the state. DSpace is 
an open source repository 
software package typically 
used for creating open ac-
cess repositories for schol-
ars and for published dig-
ital content. 

The workshop will fea-
ture lectures from experts 
in the related topics of 
digital libraries and tools 

that build and manage 
content for self-archiving 
and to create institutional 
repositories.

Dr Charles P Alexan-
der, vice chancellor of the 
ICFAI, said that 20 “fortu-
nate” participants were 
selected from across the 
Northeast to take part in 
the workshop. He made it 

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, March 8: The 
Indian Statistical Insti-
tute organised a three-day 
workshop on the subject of 
digital libraries and open 
source software (OSS) for 
digital repositories. 

Par t icipants  from 
across Northeast India are 
taking part in the work-
shop which is being con-
ducted from Mar. 8 and 
till the 10th at the ICFAI 
University at Sovima vil-
lage in Dimapur. The event 
is being conducted In col-
laboration with the Insti-
tute of Chartered Financial 
Analysts of India (ICFAI) 
University, Nagaland. 

OSS is a software with 
source codes that anyone 
can inspect, modify, and 
enhance, it was informed. 
The workshop will impart 
practical knowledge about 
the use of open source 
tools in libraries. An OSS 
known as DSpace will be 
introduced for the first 

informed on Thursday.
The speaker for the 

programme was Meren-
sola Imchen, counsellor 
and chaplain at the Di-
mapur Mission Higher 
Secondary School. In 
her speech, she high-
lighted the ‘uniqueness 
of women,’ the updates 
informed. 

‘How women are ex-
quisite creatures beauti-
fully crafted and created 
by God. Women equals 
strength and feminity 
(sic). So to be a woman re-
quire enormous amount 
of strength. Lastly the 
speaker opined that a 
strong woman and her 
essence were a gift to the 
world and just being a 
woman is God’s gift which 
all the women must ap-
preciate,’ the updates 
stated. 

FPA India
Members of the Nagaland 
unit of the FPA India and 
the Development Associ-
ation of Nagaland (DAN) 
jointly celebrated Inter-
national Women’s Day at 
Mima village. The groups 
observed the event with 
the universal  theme 
for the event ‘press for 
progress,’ updates from 
the organisers informed 
on Thursday. 

The resource person 
for the event was Dr. The-
januo Solo. The speaker 
spoke about women’s re-
productive health and 
women’s rights, it was 
informed. Altogether 75 
women attended the pro-
gram. 

Kiezonuo Livi, a lead-
er of Mima women in the 
area, said the invocation. 
Ville Rhetso, counsellor 

at FPA India talked about 
the significance of the day 
and ‘gave a strong call  for 
action to press forward 
and progress gender par-
ity,’ the updates stated.

Also, Rokosenuo Me-
doze, assistant program 
manager at DAN was 
stated to have spoken 
about the organization 

and project activities 
‘which reach out for the 
communities in health-
related issues.’ 

Free health consul-
tations, counselling in 
family planning, and VCT 
services were provided to 
the participants by mem-
bers of FPA India, the up-
dates informed.
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Agartala, March 8 (IANS): 
BJP President Amit Shah 
and senior party leaders 
arrived here on Thurs-
day ahead of formation 
of a BJP-led government 
in Tripura on Friday in 
the presence of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
informed party sources 
said here.

Apar t  f rom Modi , 
a host of Central min-
isters and leaders and 
Chief Ministers of several 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) ruled states would 
attend the swearing-in-
ceremony of Chief Min-
ister Biplab Kumar Deb 
and his Council of Min-
isters.

BJP’s Tripura Pradesh 
Vice President Subal 
Bhowmik told IANS that 
Amit Shah, BJP’s National 
General Secretary Ram 
Madhav, General Secre-
tary (Organisation) Ajay 
Jamwal and Assam min-
ister and Tripura elec-
tion-in-charge Himanta 
Biswa Sarma, among 
other leaders, “held a se-
ries of meetings with the 

state leaders to select 
the ministers, assembly 
Speaker, Deputy Speak-
er and other important 
functionaries”.

He said that Sarma, 
who is the convenor of the 
BJP-led anti-Congress al-
liance, North East Demo-
cratic Alliance (NEDA), on 
Wednesday held a meet-
ing here with the saffron 
party’s electoral ally IPFT 
(Indigenous People’s 
Front of Tripura) and re-
turned to Guwahati.

IPFT President Naren-
dra Chandra Debbarma 
said the party has de-
manded four ministerial 
berths from the BJP and 
“we have discussed with 
Sarma and other leaders 
accordingly”.

“We are yet to confirm 
how many ministerial 
berths would be offered 
to us. Discussions are still 
on,” Debbarma told IANS.

Chief Minister-desig-
nate Deb announced on 
Tuesday that the party’s 
tribal leader Jishnu Deb-
barma will be Deputy 
Chief Minister.

Tripura’s royal family 
scion Jishnu Debbarma 
is the BJP nominee for 
Charilam assembly con-
stituency (reserved for tri-
bals), where election was 
countermanded following 
the death of the Commu-
nist Party of India-Marxist 
candidate and it would be 
held on Monday.

The BJP and the IPFT 
swept the February 18 
polls, winning 43 of the 
59 seats.

The BJP secured 35 
seats in the 60-member 
Assembly and the IPFT, a 
tribal-based party, eight. 
The CPI-M got 16 seats 
while the Left Front part-
ners -- Communist Party 
of India, Forward Bloc 
and Revolutionary Social-
ist Party -- besides once 
main opposition Con-
gress drew blank.

A non-Left govern-
ment would assume of-
fice on Friday for the first 
time in a quarter of a cen-
tury.

BJP’s Bhowmik also 
said that in the Deb-led 
government there would 

be representation of 
woman, youth, leaders 
of tribals and Scheduled 
Castes and other back-
ward communities.

Meanwhile, all the 
outgoing ministers, in-
cluding Chief Minister 
Manik Sarkar, are leaving 
their official residences 
and checking into MLA 
hostel, party offices and 
rented houses. 

West Tripura District 
Magistrate Milind Ram-
teke and West District Po-
lice chief Abhijit Saptarshi 
are supervising the ad-
ministrative and secu-
rity arrangements for the 
swearing-in-ceremony 
of the new BJP govern-
ment at the Assam Rifles 
ground.

“People would attend 
the swearing-in-cere-
mony from all across the 
state. In view of the pos-
sible arrival of the Prime 
Minister and other VVIPs 
in Friday’s swearing-
in-ceremony, elaborate 
security arrangements 
are being put in place,” 
Saptarshi told the media.

Shillong, March 8 (PTI): 
Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad K Sangma has dis-
tributed portfolios to 11 
ministers of the NPP led 
Meghalaya Democratic Al-
liance (MDA) government, 
a senior official said today.

Sangma kept finance, 
planning, and personnel, 
and some other depart-
ments to himself, besides 
those not alloted to others.

“The cabinet had sent 
the list of portfolios to Raj 
Bhavan and Governor 
Ganga Prasad approved 
it,” the senior official told 
PTI.

Former Congress lead-
ers who deserted the party 
ahead of the February 27 
elections were rewarded.

Of them, Prestone Tyn-
song got roads, parliamen-
tary affairs and labour, 
while Sniawbhalang Dhar 
was given transport, in-
dustries and community 
and rural development.

Comingone Ymbon 
was awarded with build-
ings, government admin-
istration department and 
fisheries, the official said.

National People’s Party 
(NPP) MLA James K Sang-
ma was given home, food 
and civil supplies and dis-
trict council affairs.

BJP’s A L Hek was given 
health, arts and culture 
and Information and Pub-
lic Relation, while UDP 
ministers Metbah Lyn-
gdoh, Lahkmen Rymbui 
and Kyrmen Shylla were 
given tourism, border area 
development and social 
welfare respectively.

Peoples Democratic 
Front ministers Banteidor 
Lyngdoh got agriculture, 
sports and youth affairs 
while his party colleague 
Hamlet Dohling was given 

urban affairs and informa-
tion technology.

Hills State People’s 
Democratic Party minister 
Samlin Lyngdoh was given 
public health engineering 

and secretariat adminis-
tration, the official said.

With a 60-member As-
sembly, Meghalaya can 
have 12 ministers includ-
ing the chief minister.

Aizawl, March 8 (PTI): The first round of 
political level talks between the Mizoram 
government and the insurgent outfit 
Hmar People’s Convention (Democratic) 
successfully concluded today, state Ad-
ditional Secretary for Home Lalbiakzama 
said here.

Both the sides, after deliberations 
for two days, reached an agreement by 
accepting the framework agreement, 
Lalbiakzama said.

He said the date for signing the Mem-
orandum of Settlement was yet to be fixed 
as the modalities have to be worked out.

Prior to this, official level talks had 
been held between the two sides since 
August 10, 2016.

They finalised the draft memorandum 
of agreement meant to give more au-
tonomy to the Sinlung Hills Development 

Council constituted following an accord 
between the state government and the 
erstwhile underground HPC in 1994.

It was proposed that the name should 
be changed to Sinlung Hills Council and a 
bill for the proposal would be introduced 
in the state legislature if an amicable 
solution culminating into an accord is 
reached.

The government delegation was 
headed by Political Adviser to Chief 
Minister, Lalrinmawia Ralte, while the 
10-member HPC(D) delegation was led 
by the outfit’s Working Chairman La-
lthangliana Hmar. 

The HPC(D), an offsoot of the HPC, 
was formed by Lalhmingthanga Sinate 
in 1995, after HPC cadres laid down arms 
following the accord inked with the Mizo-
ram government. 

Our Correspondent
Diphu, March 8 (EMN): The authority 
of Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council 
(KAAC) is going to launch eviction drive 
in Langkaijan, the inter district bordering 
area of Karbi Anglong and Hojai district 
on March 9. This was stated by KAAC,  
Chief Executive Member, Tuliram Rong-
hang during a press conference held at 
CEM residential bungalow on March 7.

Ronghang stated that the Illegal Bang-
ladeshi Immigrants (IBI) are settling 
in the area with more than thousand 
households established illegally in Karbi 
Anglong territory.

When asked about the demarcation 
lines by the media persons, CEM said 
there is a demarcated lines in Langkaijai 
area. 

On being asked about the continuous 
illegal coal mining going on in Solonijan 
area, the CEM admitted that the illegal 
coal mining is still taking place while 
stating that those involved would be im-
mediately arrested. 

Ronghang also welcomed the CBI en-
quiry if constituted regarding illegal coal 
mining while stating that the responsibil-
ity has been given to EM Amarsing Tisso 
and MAC’s Mukut Mahanta and Ramsing 

Timung towards conducting an enquiry 
into the illegal coal mining. 

On the 15 days deadline given by 24 
social organisations to Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council (KAAC) authority 
on March 1 last to repeal Mikir Hills (Land 
and Revenue) act of 1953 and Mikir Hills 
District (Transfer of Land) Act, 1959 in 
protecting the land of tribal people and 
framing of  laws and rule for preparation 
of separate electoral rolls and voter lists 
to conduct KAAC elections, the CEM 
said:  “Any decision cannot be taken 
immediately as to whether delete the 
names of non-tribal voters or not. We are 
governed by the sixth schedule provision 
and the KAAC is working over it. The 24 
social organisations instead of filing a 
PIL in Guahati High Court, but discuss 
amicable here then solutions would have 
found out.” 

Ronghang also said that those en-
croaching on the either sides of Diphu 
river will be notified to evict them by 
April. Ronghang further stated that a 
reshuffle of government officials will be 
made by March end in all the 30 depart-
ments under KAAC. All officers will have 
to follow the instruction for abetter gov-
ernment, he said.

Imphal, March 8 (PTI): Two persons 
were arrested this morning in con-
nection with the killing of a 21-year-
old youth on March 2, police said.

Thokchom Jagat was shot dead 
at Nagamapal locality in the state 
capital around 1.30 am, said a senior 
police officer.

A CCTV camera installed near 
the scene of crime had recorded the 
killing, the officer said, adding that 

the video clip went viral on the social 
media.

“The available footages show 
that the shooter got down from the 
car and shot Jagat even as he tried to 
flee the scene,” he added.

Manipur Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh today lauded the state police 
for arresting two suspects in the case.

Biren, on his official Facebook 
page, maintained that H Dilip, a 

former member of the banned 
militant outfit Kangleipak Commu-
nist Party (KCP), and the driver of 
the car, Sandam Tombi, have been 
arrested from Langol Lai Manai in 
Imphal West district.  “Jagat had re-
ceived multiple wounds on his back 
after being hit by pellets fired from a 
double barrel gun,” the officer said, 
adding that a car and a weapon have 
been seized from the duo.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, March 8 (EMN): 
Manipur Governor Dr Na-
jma Heptulla said women 
in the region have grown 
up in a more liberal so-
ciety, facing less hostile 
challenges unlike in a male 
dominant environment. 
Dr Najma Heptulla said 
this while addressing the 
International Women’s Day 
function at Raj Bhavan in 
Imphal on Thursday.

The governor during 
the function lauded the 
various organisations and 
women’s associations for 
their relentless efforts to-
wards fighting against anti-
social evils against women 
in the state. 

H i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e 
achievements of achievers 
such as weightlifter Mira-
bai Chanu and boxer Mary 
Kom, she said that women 
of the state are leading in 
all spheres and have earned 
recognitions too in the na-
tional as well as interna-
tional levels, be it sports or 
in any fields or professions. 

Citing Ima Keithel as a 
clear example of the eco-
nomic independence of 
women in Manipur, she 
said, they have had more 
economic independence, 
even supporting the family 
without help from the male 

members.
Sixteen women from 

different parts of the state 
were honoured during the 
day’s observation.

In her speech, Social 
Welfare and Cooperation 
Minister Nemcha Kip-
gen stressed on this year’s 
theme - “Time is Now: 
Rural and Urban Activ-
ists Transforming Women’s 
Lives” while expressing 
that women should be em-
powered in all settings, 
rural and urban, and cel-
ebrate the activists who are 
working tirelessly to claim 
women’s rights and realise 
their full potential.

The agenda behind 
celebrating the day is to 
empower the women who 
have gone through number 
of hurdles all through her 
life be it their social, politi-
cal, religious, and cultural 
rights simultaneously. 

Consumer Affairs, Food 
and Public Distribution 
Minister Karam Shyam, 
Chairperson of Manipur 
State Women Development 
Cooperation Samurailat-
pam Satyabhama Devi at-
tended the occasion as 
Special Guest and Guest of 
Honour respectively. 

There are also reports of 
observing the day at many 
places.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, March 8 (EMN): The Chief Executive Mem-
ber (CEM), Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council 
(KAAC) Tuliram Ronghang assured a hostel for the 
women workers of Bharatiya Janata Mohila Morcha 
(BJMM) in Diphu. Ronghang said this during the In-
ternational Women’s Day celebration held at Joysing 
Doloi Auditorium in Diphu on Thursday.

Ronghang said an equal privilege for women 
with 50 percent reservation should be made for 
equal development.

Showing his sympathy for women contractors 
who are doing contract works, but not getting bills, 
he assured that will be getting bills by April next.

 “We have no intention of dividing Assam, but 
our need is to grant us the autonomous state so that 
we can develop more with more funds and facili-
tates from the central government, Ronghang said.

Also, he mentioned the BJP’s victory in Tripura 
and forming of BJP government in the three states 
of northeast i.e. Tripura, Nagaland and Meghalaya 
during the recently conducted assembly elections.

“The slogan of our Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi of Congress mukhti has wiped out Congress 
from Assam and Karbi Anglong and now from the 
states of Northeast,” said Ronghang. 

Chairman, KAAC Horensing Bey mentioned on 
the great responsibility shouldered by mothers at 
home towards caring the children and attending 
to domestic works.  Mother’s love is more than any 
other love. Compared to men, women contribute 
more on  social activities, Bey said. Earlier, a proces-
sion was taken out in Diphu town by EKAC, BJMM.

The Karbi Nimso Chingthur Asong (KNCA) also 
celebrated the day at Diphu Club, while the KNCA of 
president Rengka Taropi celebrated the day jointly 
with All India Progressive Women Association and 
Karbi So-arlo Kirsan Asong (KSKA) in Diphu at HPC-
CPI (ML) office.  While the Karbi Anglong District 
Mahila Congress Committee (KADMCC) celebrated 
at Nihanglangso, Matipung. 

D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  8 
(EMN): Sanjive Roy, an 
officer of Indian Railway 
Service of Engineers from 
the UPSC’s 1981 batch 
has joined as the new 
General Manager of NF 
Railway on March 6. 

A press release issued 
by the NF Railways in 
Maligaon on March 8 
mentioned that Roy com-
pleted M.Tech in Struc-
tural Engineering from 
IIT, Kanpur after com-
pleting BE (Civil) from 

University of Roorkee 
now IIT, Roorkee. 

He is said to have un-
dergone management 
training in HEC School 
of Management, Paris; 
HAG level training at Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh, USA 
apart from participating 
in various other courses 
in IIPA/New Delhi, IRI-
CEN/Pune & RSC Vado-
dra.

Also, Sanjive Roy is 
said to have worked in 
various capacities in 

many zonal railways like 
Northern Railway/New 
Delhi, Railway Design 
and Standard Organiza-
tion/Lucknow, North-
east Frontier Railway/
Guwahati, North Western 
Railway/Jaipur, North 
Eastern Railway/Gora-
khpur, South Central 
Railway/Secunderabad, 
West Central Railway/
Jabalpur, North Central 
Railway/ Allahabad and 
South Western Railway/
Hubli. 

Itanagar, March 8 (PTI): 
A large number of poppy 
cultivators in remote An-
jaw district of Arunachal 
Pradesh have voluntarily 
come forward to destroy 
their illegal cultivations in 
response to the state gov-
ernment s initiative, official 
sources said today.

The state government 
in its budget last year an-
nounced to provide al-
ternative livelihood to 
villagers who had to take 
up poppy cultivation for 
economic sustenance as 
well as for use in traditional 
rituals. Considered as an 
endemic district in terms 

of poppy cultivation and 
use of opium, a total of 104 
people have come forward 
till date to voluntarily join 
the ‘Mission Against Opi-
um launched in the district 
last month, they said.

Poppy plants have been 
uprooted from more than 
33 fields by a team of offic-
ers from the district admin-
istration along with cultiva-
tors in over 25 villages of 
the district, they said. 

The voluntary drive has 
indicated a positive turn by 
people who were seen to 
have been using opium tra-
ditionally for various rituals 
and medicinal purpose.

Dimapur, March 8 (EMN): To maintain 
peace and tranquillity in the region, troops 
of security forces under the aegis of Dao 
division have been carrying out relent-
less operations and has apprehended a 
number of senior cadres in the recent past. 

A press release from the Press Infor-

mation Bureau (defence wing) issued 
on March 8 mentioned that a self-styled 
Private Baba Dhole of NSCN(IM) was ap-
prehended by the security forces at 4 Mile, 
Jagun in Tinsukia district  on March 8.

The cadre is said to have been trying to 
terrorize and carryout extortion at the area. 

D i m a p u r,  M a r c h  8 
(EMN): The 26th Assam 
Rifles of 9 Sector Assam 
Rifles under the aegis 
of HQ IGAR(South) in 
a joint operation with 
Thoubal Commandos 
nabbed a hardcore Im-
provised Explosive De-
vice (IED) expert of the 
People Liberation Army 
(PLA), a banned insur-
gent outfit. 

A press release issued 
by the IGAR (south) on 
March 8 mentioned that 
the individual was appre-
hended while he was try-
ing to link up with an IED 
courier who was smug-
gling the explosives con-
signment from Myanmar 
through Kamjong district 
in Manipur. 

The individual is said 
to be a hardcore cadre 
who has been serving 
with the outlawed or-
ganisation in 2002 and 
is a close aide of many 
top self styled military 
commanders of the pro-
scribed group. 

As per the apprehend-
ed individual the IED was 
to be utilized for target-
ing the security forces. 
He has also confessed 
to have been involved 
in preparing the of IEDs 
in four earlier instances 
of targeting the security 
forces, the release stated.

New Delhi, March 8 (IANS): 
Although ideologically op-
posed to him, BJP leader 
Ram Madhav on Thursday 
lavishly praised the frugal-
ity of former Tripura Chief 
Minister Manik Sarkar -- 
also a CPI-M politburo 
member -- that he said was 
something for other lead-
ers to emulate.

The comment came 
after Madhav called on 
Sarkar at the CPI-M office 
in Agartala to invite him 
for the oath ceremony of 
a new government in the 
northeast state. “

True to his character, he 
(Sarkar) has shifted to the 
party office immediately 
after resigning as Chief 
Minister post the election. 
(This is) something for 
leaders to emulate,” Mad-
hav tweeted.
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Tuliram Ronghang addressing a press conference in his official residence in Diphu on March 7.

Sanjive Roy. (File Photo)
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Assembly speaker election, 
trust vote on March 12
Shillong, March 8 (IANS): Former Chief Minister 
Donkupar Roy of the ruling Meghalaya Democratic 
Alliance (MDA) government and Congress legislator 
Winnerson D. Sangma filed their nomination papers 
for the post of the Assembly Speaker.

The election for the post will be held on March 
12 after which Chief Minister Conrad Sangma would 
move a vote of confidence in the House.

Roy, the longest serving legislator, is also the 
President of United Democratic Party, which is the key 
partner in the National People’s Party-led government.

Sangma is a two-time Congress legislator from 
Salmanpara constituency in West Garo Hills.

The candidature of Roy was proposed by legislators 
from the ruling side which include Home Minister 
James K. Sangma, Public Health Engineering Minister 
Samlin Malngiang, Sports and Youth Affairs Minister 
Banteidor Lyngdoh, Social Welfare minister Kymen 
Shylla and seconded by General Administration 
Department Minister Comingone Ymbon, Tourism 
Minister Metbah Lyngdoh, Health and Family Welfare 
Minister A.L. Hek and Education Minister Lahkmen 
Rymbui.

The candidature of Sangma was proposed by Con-
gress Legislature Party spokesperson Zenith Sangma 
and P.T. Sawkmie and seconded by former Assembly 
Speaker Charles Pyngrope.

“The nominations of both the candidates were 
found valid,” Meghalaya Assembly Commissioner and 
Secretary Andrew Simons said.

The six-party MDA coalition includes 19 members 
from NPP, six from UDP, four from the People’s Demo-
cratic Front, two each from the Hill State People’s 
Democratic Party (HSPDP) and the BJP, one from the 
Nationalist Congress Party besides two Independents.

The Congress won 21 seats but physically it has 
only 20 members in the House since the former Chief 
Minister got elected from two seats: Ampati and 
Songsak. 

Lone Khun Hyniewtrep National Awakening Move-
ment MLA Adelbert Nongrum and another Independ-
ent, S.K. Sun, are yet to declare their support to any of 
the two candidates.
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Sleek peek  

Dell EMC leads 
global server 
revenue market in 
Q4 2017: Gartner
New Delhi, March 8 
(IANS): Global server rev-
enue increased 25.7 per 
cent in the fourth quarter of  
2017 while shipments grew 
8.8 per cent Year-over-Year, 
with Dell EMC leading the 
market, Gartner said on 
Thursday.

Based on revenue, Dell 
EMC and Hewlett Pack-
ard Enterprise (HPE) were 
neck-and-neck with 19.4 
per cent and 19.3 per cent 
market share respectively in 
the fourth quarter of 2017. 
“Server growth was driven 
by relatively strong econo-
mies for the quarter across 
the globe,” Jeffrey Hewitt, 
Research Vice President 
at Gartner, said in a state-
ment. 

In 2017, global server 
shipments grew 3.1 per 
cent and server revenue 
increased 10.4 per cent as 
compared against 2016.

Dell EMC experienced 
strong growth in the fourth 
quarter at 39.9 per cent 
while HPE grew 5.5 per 
cent, according to the mar-
ket research firm.

Inspur Electronics ex-
perienced the strongest 
growth at 127.8 per cent.

“This was a somewhat 
surprising quarter because 
the strength was exhibited 
in a variety of positive serv-
er shipment and revenue 
mixes in almost all geogra-
phies,” Hewitt added.

The x86 server market 
increased in revenue by 
23.7 per cent and shipments 
were up 8.9 per cent in the 
fourth quarter of 2017, the 
market research firm added.

Domestic air 
passenger traffic 
rises 18% in 
January: IATA
New Delhi, March 8 
(IANS): Despite a slower 
international passenger 
demand growth, India’s 
domestic passenger traffic 
grew by almost 18 per cent 
in January, a global airline 
association said on Thurs-
day.

Data from the Interna-
tional Air Transport As-
sociation (IATA) showed 
that India’s domestic de-
mand -- revenue passenger 
kilometres (RPK) -- was 
highest amongst major 
aviation markets like Aus-
tralia, Brazil, China, Ja-
pan, Russia and the US.

According to the data, 
India’s domestic RPK 
-- which measures actual 
passenger traffic -- rose 
by 17.9 per cent in Janu-
ary compared to the cor-
responding month of  the 
previous year.

“All markets showed 
growth, led by India, 
which experienced its 41st 
consecutive month of  dou-
ble-digit traffic increases,” 
IATA said in its global 
passenger traffic results.

Smartphone 
addiction may 
signify a ‘hyper-
social’ behaviour
Toronto, March 8 (IANS): 
Are you branded as anti-
social for being glued to 
your smartphones? Take 
heart -- for, according to a 
study, smartphone addic-
tion could be a hyper-so-
cial behaviour that stems 
from the healthy human 
desire to socialise.

Researchers have 
found that besides the de-
sire to watch and moni-
tor others, the longing to 
be seen and monitored by 
others, runs deep in our 
evolutionary past.

Thus, the most addic-
tive smartphone functions 
shared a common theme 
of  tapping into the human 
desire to connect with oth-
er people. Humans evolved 
to be a uniquely social spe-
cies and require constant 
input from others to seek a 
guide for culturally appro-
priate behaviour that also 
paved a path for them to 
find meaning, goals, and a 
sense of  identity.

NEWS IN BRIEF Industry lobbies tie up with NITI Aayog 
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Direct tax for 11 months 
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Airbus signs contract 
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New Delhi, March 8 (IANS): In-
dustry lobbies like the Federation 
of Indian Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (Ficci) and the Na-
tional Association of Software and 
Services Companies (Nasscom) 
on Thursday announced tie-ups 
with NITI Aayog for the Women 
Entrepreneurship Platform (WEP) 
initiative.

The NITI Aayog’s WEC initia-
tive aims to promote and support 
established as well as aspiring 
women entrepreneurs in India 
and create a vibrant entrepre-
neurial ecosystem where women 
do not face any gender-based bar-
riers.

“Through a joint programme, 
Ficci and NITI Aayog shall pro-
vide hand-holding, mentorship, 
capacity building, scaling up and 
networking support to 100 tech-
nology led women enterprises 
over a period of five years,” Ficci 
said in a statement.

It added that Ficci and NITI 
Aayog will also undertake policy 
advocacy towards formulation of 
policies and schemes that foster 
women entrepreneurship by iden-
tifying the existing gaps.

“Ficci is fully committed to 
work with NITI Aayog towards 
strengthening the entrepreneur-
ship ecosystem for women in 
particular,” said Nirankar Saxena, 
Deputy Secretary General, Ficci.

“The women entrepreneur-
ship ecosystem across the world 
has immense potential but is 
faced with financial and social 
barriers. Our aim is to provide a 
level playing field to women en-
trepreneurs,” Saxena added.

In another move, IT body 
Nasscom said it has entered into 
a partnership with NITI Aayog to 
provide a continuous stimuli for 
innovation and growth among 
the women entrepreneurs in the 
country. 

“Nasscom through its start-up 
warehouses in 10 states would 
make available space for 15 
women entrepreneurs led start-
up across locations on a nominal 
charges basis, providing top class 
infrastructure, high-end technol-
ogy and field expertise, and cu-
rated programmes to augment the 
growth of these women entrepre-
neurs,” Nasscom said in a sepa-
rate statement.

Debjani Ghosh, President-
Designate, Nasscom said: “India 
is now on its next growth curve, 
led by disruptive technologies like 
data sciences and AI and women 
in our country have been leading 
the growth to the next level.”

“The vision behind this initia-
tive is to consolidate and stream-
line efforts in this space by build-
ing state-of-the-art infrastructure 
to amplify the impact that Women 
entrepreneurs in India can indig-
enously create,” Ghosh added.

Tata Group’s Chairperson Emeritus Ratan N. Tata 
and Tata Sons Chairperson N Chandrasekaran 
unveil Tata Motors’ electric concept vehicle at 
Geneva Motor show in Geneva on Tuesday.

PTI

New Delhi, March 8 (IANS): In line with 
the recent upward trend, India’s direct tax 
collections for 11 months of the ongoing 
fiscal at a net of Rs 7.44 lakh crore grew 
at 19.5 per cent over the corresponding 
period of 2016-17, according to figures 
released by the Finance Ministry on 
Thursday.

The net direct tax collections up to 
February represent 74.3 per cent of the 
revised estimates of direct taxes for the 
financial year 2017-18 at Rs 10.05 lakh 
crore, the ministry said.

“Gross collections (before adjusting 
for refunds) have increased by 14.5 per 
cent to Rs 8.83 lakh crore during April 
2017 to February 2018,” a statement said. 

“Refunds amounting to Rs 1.39 lakh 

crore have been issued during April 2017 
to February 2018.” Providing a break-up 
of the composition, the ministry said 
the growth rate for net corporate tax 
collections during the period under con-
sideration is 19.7 per cent, while that for 
personal income tax is 18.6 per cent.

In this connection, presenting the 
budget for the next fiscal last month, 
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley made a sig-
nificant announcement of fiscal slippage 
with implications for pushing inflation, 
revising upwards the government’s fiscal 
deficit target for 2017-18 to 3.5 per cent of 
the GDP, or the equivalent of Rs 5.95 lakh 
crore.  The higher target came in place of 
the 3.2 per cent -- or Rs 5.46 lakh crore 
-- for the current fiscal announced earlier.

Mumbai, March 8 (IANS): 
Value buying by investors, 
along with positive global 
markets on the back of 
easing of trade war fears, 
propelled the key Indian 
equity indices on Thurs-
day -- snapping a six-day 
losing streak.

T h e  b a r o m e t e r 
30-scrip Sensitive Index 
(Sensex) of the BSE surged 
over 400 points to scale an 
intra-day high of 33,439.97 
points, with healthy buy-
ing in banking, auto and 
capital goods stocks add-
ing to the upward trajec-
tory.

The Sensex closed 
at 33,351.57 points -- up 
318.48 points or 0.96 per 
cent from its previous ses-
sion’s close.

However, the BSE mar-
ket breadth was bearish 
with 1,530 declines and 
1,197 advances.

On the National Stock 
Exchange (NSE), the wid-
er Nifty50 rose by 88.45 
points or 0.87 per cent to 
close at 10,242.65 points.

“Markets bounced 
back on Thursday after 
six consecutive sessions 
of losses. Bottom fishing 
on the back of gains in 

Asian stocks amid news 
of potential US tariff ex-
emptions helped to boost 
the market sentiments,” 
Deepak Jasani, Head - Re-
tail Research, HDFC Secu-
rities, told IANS.

“Major Asian markets 
have closed on a positive 
note, while European in-
dices like CAC 40 and FTSE 
100 traded in the green. 
Broad market indices 
like the BSE mid-cap and 
small-cap indices gained 
less, thereby underper-
forming the main indices,” 
Jasani added.

The S&P BSE mid-cap 
index edged higher by 0.56 
per cent and the small-cap 
index by 0.50 per cent.

On the currency front, 
the Indian rupee weak-
ened by 26 paise to close at 
65.15 against the US dollar 
from its previous close at 
64.89.

In terms of invest-
ments, provisional data 
w i t h  t h e  e x c h a n g e s 
showed that foreign in-
stitutional investors sold 
scrips worth Rs 364.80 
crore, while domestic in-
stitutional investors pur-
chased stocks worth Rs 
675.26 crore.

Vinod Nair, Head of 
Research, Geojit Finan-
cial Services, said: “Mar-
ket reversed from the last 
six days losing streak as 
ease in trade war concerns 
and short covering in PSU 
banks supported the rally.”

“Mid and small-caps 
continued to underper-
form as investors were still 
jittery waiting for further 
ease in valuation,” Nair 
added.

Sectorwise, the S&P 
BSE banking index aug-
mented by 389.41 points, 
auto index by 220.70 
points and capital goods 
index by 203.84 points.

On the other hand, the 
S&P metals index fell by 
65.01 points, healthcare 
index by 33.36 points and 
the FMCG index by 21.38 
points.

Major Sensex gainers 
on Thursday were: State 
Bank of India, up 4.09 per 
cent at Rs 256.75; ICICI 
Bank, up 3.58 per cent at 
Rs 296.95; Adani Ports, up 
2.95 per cent at Rs 388.60; 
Mahindra and Mahin-
dra, up 2.45 per cent at Rs 
727.25; and Reliance In-
dustries, up 2.25 per cent 
at Rs 911.60.

Hyderabad, March 8 (IANS): European plane-manu-
facturer Airbus, along with its subsidiary Navblue, has 
signed contracts with two Indian start-ups -- Neewee 
and Eflight -- to provide solutions in aerospace, a com-
pany statement said on Thursday.

“Neewee and Eflight, two start-ups accelerated at 
Airbus Bizlab India, have signed their first contracts 
with Airbus and subsidiary Navblue to bring to life their 
unique innovative ideas in aerospace that are in line with 
the Indian government’s ‘Make in India’ and ‘Startup 
India’ initiatives,” Airbus said in a statement.

According to the company, the two Bengaluru-based 
start-ups were part of five start-ups chosen a year back 
from the second season of the Airbus Bizlab technology 
acceleration programme that attracted 137 applications 
from nine countries. “Neewee’s solution, called procu-
Sense, will enhance certainty to manufacturing supply 
chain and procurement operations at Airbus, using 
advanced analytics, machine learning and artificial intel-
ligence,” the Airbus statement said.

Mumbai, March 8 (IANS): The RBI on Thursday said it 
had imposed a penalty of Rs 10 lakh on Equitas Small 
Finance Bank for failing to comply with a licensing con-
dition of obtaining prior approval from the central bank 
for certain actions. The licensing conditions are stipu-
lated by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) at the time of 
issuing the banking licence. “The bank reported having 
undertaken the activity of rolling out mutual fund units, 
pension and insurance products and portfolio manage-
ment services without obtaining the prior approval of 
RBI,” the central bank said in a statement. On January 18, 
2018, the RBI had issued a notice to the bank and “after 
considering the bank’s reply and oral submissions, RBI 
came to the conclusion that the aforesaid charge war-
ranted imposition of monetary penalty,” it said.  “This 
action is based on deficiencies in regulatory compliance 
and is not intended to pronounce upon the validity of 
any transaction or agreement entered into by the bank 
with its customers,” the RBI added.

New Delhi, March 8 (PTI): 
South Korean consumer 
electronics major LG is 
expecting to maintain its 
lead in the inverter air-
conditioner this season 
and to grow its consumer 
base further in the seg-
ment, said a top official.

The company present-
ly has 53 per cent market 
share in the segment and 
targets to grow its base, 
which is expected to be 
more than double in 2018.

“In the overall AC mar-
ket, we have 20 per cent 
market share and in the 
inverter AC, we have 53 
per cent,” said LG Elec-
tronics India Business 
Head-RAC Vijay Babu, 
adding “We would main-
tain that ration this sea-
son”. He further in 2018, 
the inverter AC market 
is expected to be around 
3.1 million units with a 
growth of 116 per cent.

Like other manufac-
turers, LG Electronics has 
also increased prices of 
its AC units to follow the 
new ISEER Ratings (In-
dian Seasonal Energy Ef-
ficiency Ratio) but expects 
that it would not affect the 
sales.

“We have increased 
our prices by 10 per cent,” 
said Babu, adding that “if 
you give right and futuris-
tic product to the Indian 
consumer, then nothing 
would happen.” 

This season, LG Elec-
tronics India has line up 

of 59 new inverter AC Split 
models ranging between 
Rs 42,000 to Rs 64,000.

“We have started 100 
per cent inverter transi-
tion last year and we have 
successfully done it and 
we are completely giving a 
new thing to the customer 
this year,” he added.

LG has also intro-
duced window inverter 
air conditioner, which are 
popular in the non metro 
markets.

Besides, LG is also pro-
viding easy finance op-
tions to its consumers and 
has tied up with several 
financial institutions as 
Bajaj Capital etc.
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Intolerance in  
Our Country 

D
o we require any more proof about the pre-
vailing intolerance in our country? The man-
ner in which statues of great personalities are 
being destroyed, clearly points out that India 

is no longer a country where different ideologies can 
peacefully co-exist. It is not the country where Mahat-
ma Gandhi preached non violence. It is not the coun-
try of the freedom fighters who sacrificed their lives to 
free India from British rule. Rather, over the years, the 
country has turned in to a land of revenge, graveyard 
of ideologies, where hooligans are more powerful than 
the people who are responsible to maintain law and or-
der. Our law enforcing has become so weak that in full 
public view the anti-socials could pull down the statue 
of Vladimir Lenin, where the police was mere specta-
tors and real spectators were busy in photographing 
the incident. The very fact that even after knowing that 
they are being photographed, the hooligans do not de-
ter from destroying the statue, provides us ample proof 
that they are no more afraid of law. They think them-
selves above the law. More worrying that the lawless-
ness, which started from Tripura and spread all over the 
country like a wildfire and even the Father of the Nation 
was not spared.

Time has come now to ask some very pertinent 
questions to the perpetrators of such crimes. Are they 
interested in taking India back to the medieval age? Oth-
erwise what prompted them to go on to destruct statues 
of those persons who contributed immensely towards 
the society and for the well being of mankind? Does win-
ning an election give them the right to do whatever they 
like? We have all the sympathy for the victims of politi-
cal violence. No civilised person can support violence in 
any form at any level. We strongly believe that law of the 
land has enough teeth to deal with any kind of abuse. So 
those who have been victimised will get justice, sooner 
or later. It is for them to realise that bringing down stat-
ues will make their wait for justice longer as it will sim-
ply divert the attention from the real issue to a shameful 
event. That is exactly what is happening after the spurt 
of attacks on statues. Now, no one is talking about the 
atrocities committed on the right-wing supporters by 
the Leftist forces. Similarly, the ultra-Left forces, which 
blackened the statue of Jan Singh founder Dr. Shyama 
Prasad Mukhejee, did no good to Left ideology. Rather, 
from now onwards it is bound to be regarded as an ir-
responsible radical force. Both the sides should realise 
that by bringing down the statues of Lenin or Gandhi, 
they will not be able to kill the ideologies of these two 
great men of 19th century. On the other hand, such at-
tacks will make their ideologies stronger.   

It is heartening to see that soon after these shame-
ful acts, Prime Minister Narendra Modi condemned at-
tacks on the statues. West Bengal Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee also protested against such barbarism. But 
mere words will not be sufficient. The offenders should 
be punished without any delay. By attacking the statues 
of great men, they have not only targeted a particular 
ideology, but also thrown challenge at the rule of the 
land. So, they should not be spared under any pretext.

God’s words are the ones that  
matter most.

My second child was eager to sleep in a “big-girl 
bed” in her sister’s room. Each night I tucked 
Britta under the covers, issuing strict instruc-

tions to stay in bed, warning her I’d return her to the 
crib if she didn’t. Night after night, I found her in the 
hallway and had to escort my discouraged darling back 
to her crib. Years later I learned her customarily-sweet 
older sister wasn’t excited about having a roommate and 
repeatedly told Britta that she’d heard me calling for her. 
Britta heeded her sister’s words, went to look for me, 
and thus landed herself back in the crib.

Listening to the wrong voice can have consequences 
for us all. When God sent a man to Bethel to speak on 
His behalf, He gave explicit instructions for him to not 
eat or drink while there, nor return home by the same 
route (1 Kings 13:9). When King Jeroboam invited him 
to share a meal, the prophet declined, following God’s 
command. When an older prophet extended an invita-
tion to dine, the man initially declined, but relented and 
ate when his elder deceived him, saying an angel told 
him it was okay. Just as I wanted Britta to enjoy her “big-
girl bed,” I imagine God was saddened the man didn’t 
heed His instructions.

We can trust God completely. His words are our path 
to life; we are wise to listen and obey.

Thank You, Lord, for speaking to me through Your 
Word. Help me to tune my ears to  

Your voice and obey.

DAILY
PATH

Direct Instructions

BIBLE READ:   1 KINGS 13:11–22 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

“I have been told by the word of the Lord.”    
~  1 Kings 13:17

Dr. Aditi Jain | India Science Wire

Monika Kundu Srivastava | India Science Wire

Kacie Dickinson and Jodi Bernstein | The Conversation

T
omato, a vegetable crop grown worldwide, 
is facing significant losses in productivity 
due to environmental factors like drought, 
floods, salinity and heat. This has pushed 

scientists to better understand the mechanisms of 
drought tolerance in tomato so that they can devel-
op sturdier tomato plants which cantolerate adverse 
climate conditions.

A group of scientists from the Indian Institute 
of Vegetable Research (IIVR), Varanasi have studied 
the role and mechanism of action of a key molecule, 
proline, in enhancing stress tolerance in tomato. 
Proline, primarily an amino acid required for protein 
formation in tomato, has attracted researchers since 
discovery of its role in combating stress. Proline can 

either be incorporated in proteins to form Proline-
rich proteins or in its free form it act as osmoprotect-
ant helping theplant to overcome stress. 

IIVR researchers have found that the expression 
of SlPRP, a gene involved in the formation of proline-
rich protein declines when tomato plant is subjected 
to drought stress in all the plant parts such as leaves, 
roots and flowers. They further showed that when 
the expression of this gene decreases, proline levels 
increase in the plant. Based on these results, scien-
tists concluded that the plant reduces the expression 
ofthis gene under drought stress in order to avoid the 
use of free prolines forsynthesis of protein. This way 
proline can effectively act as osmoprotectantand 
mitigate the effects of drought on plant survival till 
de novo synthesis of proline begins.

“This study contributes in understanding the 

mechanism of regulation of cellular proline con-
centration under drought stress and opens up the 
new strategies to manipulate plants for develop-
ing drought stress tolerance”, explainedSuhas G. 
Karkute, a member of the research team. 

Tomato, an antioxidant-rich vegetable, is com-
monly used curry ingredient in Indian kitchens. 
Over the years, there have been episodes of a surge 
in tomato prices due to crop failure on due to ad-
verse climatic conditions. More such instances are 
predicted to be recurrent in the scenario of climate 
change, thus, making stress tolerant crops is a re-
search priority.

(The research findings have published in jour-
nal Current Science. The research team included 
Ranjit Singh Gujjar, Suhas G. Karkute, Ashutosh 

Rai, Major Singh and Bijendra Singh.)

P
lastics have invaded 
our environment like 
never before. Now sci-
entists have discovered 

that squirrels in urban areas are 
using plastic waste as a building 
material for their nests.

Indian palm squirrels (Fu-
nambuluspalmarum) are using 
plastic bags, plastic threads and 
cigar butts along with natural 
materials in urban areas as nest-
ing materials instead of leaves, 
twigs, shredded bark, mosses 
and other soft materials. 

Dr. Mewa Singh and K 
Mohanat the Bio-psychology 
Laboratory and Institute of 
Excellence, University of Mys-
ore, have made this observa-
tion in female palm squirrels 
in Mysuru, and have reported 
their findings in the latest issue 
of journal Current Science.

Researchers observed that 
squirrels collected a long plas-
tic sheet from a small dump 
yard, carefully checked it and 
tore it into the appropriate size 
and shape. Thereafter, the fe-

male squirrel rolled the entire 
plastic material into her mouth 
and carried it to the nesting site 
where she spread the snipped 
pieces of plastic and built her 
nest. 

Two more nests which were 
built using similar plastic mate-
rial at the same location were 
also found. In another place, 
which was also located near a 
dump area, it was discovered 
that only one of the four nests 
on the tree was built completely 
with natural materials.

All shelters, whether they 
are houses made by humans or 
nests by birds or squirrels are 

mainly for the protection. Nests, 
like houses, differ in shape, size 
and materials used to build 
them. The type of nest, the ma-
terials used and the architec-
tural design provide important 
insights into the life of a species 
and upbringing of young ones.
Just as humans make houses 
using locally available material, 
the Indian palm squirrel too is 
doing so in urban areas where 
trees are scarce but plastic ma-
terial is not. 

“The proportion of anthro-
pogenic (artificial) material 
used in nest building is directly 
related to the extent of urbani-

zation. Although Indian palm 
squirrels usually build nests 
using natural materials, these 
squirrels appear to be adapting 
themselves to changes in habi-
tat by using plastic material to 
survive. The use of plastic for 
nest building by the palm squir-
rel is a typical example of the 
struggle for existence in altered 
habitats,” the research study 
has explained.

(Dr. Mewa Singh, has been 
a recipient of J C Bose Fellow-
ship awarded by Science and 
Engineering Research Board 

(SERB), Department of Sci-
ence and Technology (DST).)

E
ven as a recent canola oil study linking its con-
sumption with worsening memories in mice 
triggered fear among consumers, a lot of re-
search conducted over the past decade have 

underlined many health benefits of this dietary oil de-
rived from rapeseed.

High in monounsaturated fatty acids, canola oil was 
shown to have beneficial effects in people with obesity 
and diabetes. Some studies also linked consumption of 
this oil with reduced cancer risk and enhanced intel-
ligence in children.

A study published in the journal Obesity towards 
the end of 2016 showed that including canola oil in a 
healthy diet might help reduce abdominal fat in as little 
as four weeks.

Researchers believe that monounsaturated fats in 
canola oil help reduce abdominal fat which is linked 

with increased risk for cardiovascular disease, and for 
conditions such as metabolic syndrome and diabetes.

Another study, published in the journal Diabetes 
Care in 2014, showed that canola oil should also be one 
of the oils of choice for people with Type-2 diabetes.

In an experiment involving over 140 people, par-
ticipants eating canola bread diet experienced both a 
reduction in blood glucose levels and a significant re-
duction in LDL, or “bad”, cholesterol.

The researchers pointed out that canola oil con-
tains only seven per cent saturated fat, less than half 
that of olive oil, widely touted for its health benefits.

What is more, compared to olive oil, canola oil costs 
much less, according to Jivo Canola Oil, one of the larg-
est importers and sellers of canola oil in India.

Canola oil is also widely regarded as healthy be-
cause of its omega-3 fatty acids contents.

Omega 3 is a key component in the brain’s devel-
opment and effective in the treatment of depression. 
It is also considered essential for reducing risk of most 
coronary heart diseases and brain development prob-
lems.

Another study by scientists at South Dakota State 
University in the US found that canola oil reduced the 
size and incidence of colon tumours in rats.

“This is the first time anyone has done work on the 
effect of canola oil in animals on colon cancer preven-
tion. Canola oil was able to reduce the incidence of co-
lon cancer in animals almost to one-third,” said Chan-
dradhar Dwivedi, who led the study.

The findings, published in the journal Nutrition 
and Cancer, suggested that using canola oil in house-
hold cooking may protect against colon cancer devel-
opment.                Source: IANS

W
e hear regularly from health 
organisations and experts 
that we should eat less 
sugar. But we’re also told we 

should eat more fruit.
All types of sugar will give us the 

same amount of calories, whether they 
are from fruit or soft drink. But the 
health risks of eating sugar are related 
to consuming too many “free sugars” in 
the diet, not from eating sugars that are 
naturally present in fruits or milk.
Types of sugar in food
Sugar in food and drinks comes in vari-
ous forms. Sugar molecules are classi-
fied as monosaccharides (single sugar 
molecules such as glucose and fructose) 
and disaccharides (more complex struc-
tures such as sucrose and lactose).

Fruit contains natural sugars, which 
are a mix of sucrose, fructose and glu-
cose. Many people have heard that sug-
ar is bad, and think that this must also 
therefore apply to fruits.

But fructose is only harmful in excess 
amounts, and not when it comes from 
fruit. It would be incredibly difficult to 
consume excessive amounts of fructose 
by eating whole fruits.

It’s much easier to consume excess 
sugar from foods and drinks that con-
tain “free sugars”.

Free sugars include these same sug-
ars (fructose, glucose, sucrose), but in 
this case they have been removed from 
their naturally occurring source (rather 
than being eaten as natural parts of 
fruits, dairy products, and some veg-
etables and grains). This includes sugar 
that is added to food and drinks by food 
companies, cooks or consumers.
Health risks come from free sugars, 
not fruits
Evidence shows that the health risks 
from sugars, such as tooth decay and 
unhealthy weight gain, are related to 
consuming too many free sugars in the 
diet, not from eating sugars that are nat-
urally present in fruits or milk.

For this reason it is recommended 
that no more than 10% of your daily 
calories come from free sugars. For the 
average adult, this is about 50g or only 
slightly more than the amount of sugar 
in a can of regular soft drink or soda. It’s 
estimated that Australians get around 
60% (65g) of their sugar intake from free 
sugars.

Foods that are sources of free sug-
ars, such as juices, soft drinks, biscuits 
and lollies, are often high in calories 
and have little other nutritional value. It 
is often easy to consume more of them 
compared with fresh fruit and they also 

may be replacing other nutritious foods 
in the diet.

Consider a bottle of fruit juice – you 
would have to eat six whole oranges to 
get the same amount of sugar you con-
sume in the juice. And because the fruit 
is in juice form, it counts towards your 
daily limit of free sugars.

Calories from drinks that contain 
sugar often become an addition to the 
calories you are eating from food, which 
may lead to weight gain over time.

Eating large amounts of dried fruit is 
also not a good idea if you are limiting 
your sugar intake. Through the process 
of removing water from the fruit, nutri-
ents are concentrated, such that dried 
apricots, for example, contain about six 
times as much sugar (40g per 100g) as 
fresh apricots (6g per 100g).
We need to eat fruit
Unlike many foods that are high in free 
sugars, fruits are packaged with lots of 
nutrients that help provide us with a bal-
anced diet for good health.

For starters, fruit is an excellent 
source of fibre. An average banana 
will provide 20-25% (6g) of your rec-
ommended daily fibre intake. Getting 
enough fibre in the diet is important for 
protecting against bowel cancer. There 
is clear room for improvement in our 
fibre intake – adults in many countries 
consume only about half of the recom-
mended amount each day (25g for Aus-

sie women and 30g for Aussie men).
The fibre in fruit, which is often ab-

sent in many foods and drinks with 
free sugars, may also help to fill you 
up, which means you eat less overall at 
a meal. It’s not clear exactly why this is, 
but it could be related to the volume of 
the food (especially compared with liq-
uids) and the chewing involved.

Fruit is also a good source of other 
nutrients such as potassium, which 
can help lower blood pressure, and fla-
vonoids, which may reduce your risk of 
heart disease.

There is evidence that eating whole 
fruits (alone and in combination with 
vegetables) reduces your chances of dy-
ing from cancer, obesity and heart dis-
ease.

Despite this, only about 50% of Aus-
tralians eat at least two pieces of fruit per 
day.

Most national dietary guidelines 
encourage eating fruits and vegetables, 
with an emphasis on the vegetables. 
To try and eat your recommended two 
pieces of fruit per day remember that 
a piece could be a banana, apple or or-
ange, or two smaller fruits like plums or 
apricots, or a cup of grapes or berries.

When it comes to other sources of 
sugars, try to choose foods that have lit-
tle or no sugar listed in the ingredient 
list, and drink water instead of sugary 
beverages when you are thirsty.

Scientists Unravel Mechanism of Stress Tolerance in Tomato

Squirrels are Using Plastic to Build Their Nests

Could Canola Oil be Ticket to Your Good Health?

If Sugar is So Bad for Us, Why is the Sugar in Fruit OK?

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

I 
was privileged to attend a Seminar hosted by 
Madame Principal Dr. Visakhonu Hibo, of Japfu 
Christian College, Kohima, on the 29th.and 30th.
of September, 2017. The Seminar, entitled, “The 

Japfu Conclave”, on the theme, “Re-Thinking Naga 
Customary Laws: A Critical Outlook”, was conducted 
under the aegis of the Indian Council of Social Sci-
ence Research, Shillong; and was an immeasurably 
important part of the necessity to collate and codify 
Naga Customary Law. This need is of the utmost im-
portance because The Constitution of India gives us 
the freedom to practise our Customary Laws whereas, 
in reality, the overwhelming majority of Nagas have no 
clue as to our Tribal Customs and Laws; this is also the 
case with our Doabashis, Village Council Chairmen 
and Members, and Kukamis and Anghs (in the case of 
the Sumis and Konyaks, respectively).

I bring this up because the recently concluded As-
sembly Elections have highlighted the worst aspects of 
our Village Administrators, and how we Nagas abuse 
our “Customary Law” to pass faulty judgements and 
commit atrocities on fellow Nagas, on issues which 
have nothing to do with Naga Customs and Traditions.

In my opinion, the recent cases of expelling/exil-
ing/physically punishing members of the village who 
contest polls or vote against the will of the more pow-

erful/majority of the villagers have no legality under 
Naga Customary Law; and certainly not under The 
Constitution of India. I challenge the Village Authori-
ties, from all Tribes, who have done so, to answer me as 
to how exactly the Customs or Traditions of your par-
ticular Tribe were violated by some member of your 
village deciding to contest or cast votes in defiance of 
the diktat of some? Which Tradition, Custom or Law 
of which Naga Tribe states that a certain member of 
a village can contest in the Assembly Elections, but 
another member of the same village cannot? Which 
Tradition, Custom or Law of which Tribe states that a 
villager must cast his vote for a particular candidate 
and no other?

The need for unity among Nagas, of a particular 
Village, arose from the need to protect each other 
from marauding head hunters from other Villages; 
the danger of losing one’s head led to the Custom of 
stressing unity above everything else. But the context 
of losing one’s head no longer exists, and thus this 
Custom cannot be stretched to force obedience from 
all villagers on all issues, especially democratic ones. 
So, unless there is a clear and present danger of one or 
some of one’s fellow villagers being killed, because one 
contested or cast votes against the wishes of others; 
under Naga Customary Law, the Village Authority has 

no power to force its villagers to back down from con-
testing, or casting his vote, in any manner he pleases.

This is just one instance where our Customs and 
Traditions have been abused to further the selfish ends 
of a few, many more such abuses take place, which fail 
to grab public attention. It is imperative on the part 
of Naga Academics and the Educational Institutions 
in Nagaland to follow the lead of Japfu Christian Col-
lege. We must collate the genuine Traditional Laws 
of our Tribes if we are to stop this abuse of Laws and 
Citizens. We may look askance at the atrocities com-
mitted under the guise of our Customary Laws, but 
keep in mind that it is not the Village Authorities who 
are responsible for them; they are just the instrument 
used by the rich, powerful and educated elite of our 
tribes to further their selfish agenda. The Government 
will not take any noticeable or effective action against 
these abusers of our Customary Laws, because it, the 
Government, is controlled by the very people respon-
sible for the crimes. It is only if the Naga is aware of his 
Rights under his Tribal Customs, that he can protest 
and put an end to such atrocities.

God save Nagaland
Kahuto Chishi Sumi

Kahuto107@gmail.com

Japfu Christian College: Lucidity in the Midst of Madness
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You’re in a roman-
tic mood today, Aries. You’re more likely to 
notice attractive strangers you pass on the 
street, and attract admiring glances from 

them! Racy novels and movies could seem more ap-
pealing than usual, and you might do some window-
shopping for sensual products. This is definitely an 
evening to spend with that special person in your life. 
Have a professional style your hair to make sure you 
look your best!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): An evening at 
home with your sweetheart could seem very 
appealing today, Taurus. Sex and romance 
are very much on your mind, and you might 

surprise yourself with how Earthy you feel. You could 
decide to pick up a romantic novel or see a sexy movie. 
You could learn to communicate better with your part-
ner today, both verbally and physically. Make sure you 
look your best, and go for it!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Communica-
tion with a significant other might hit a brick 
wall, and you may not be able to get through. 
Money could be coming in the mail, Gemini, 

but probably won’t arrive today. This could be a day full 
of frustrations, but the evening should make up for it. 
Love and romance look great right now. This is a won-
derful day to schedule an evening with your partner - 
or to look for one. Enjoy!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You are pas-
sionate by nature, Cancer, but the strength 
of your desires might surprise even you to-
day. You’re feeling especially romantic and 

even sexier than usual. You’ll want to spend time alone 
with your lover. Don’t be surprised if you attract admir-
ing glances from others, even strangers. Communica-
tion on all levels should be clear and forthright. Enjoy 
a great evening!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Communications 
with family members and others should 
be clear, honest, and loving. Although your 
physical passions may be surging beneath 

the surface today, Leo, they’re still very much present. 
You’re likely to be feeling particularly romantic, and 
might want to read racy novels or go to a sexy movie. 
This is the night to be alone with that special person. 
Make sure you look your best. Have fun!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A phone call 
from your sweetheart might bring out 
your passionate, romantic side today, Vir-
go. You’ll probably have a lot to do, and 

therefore not be able to meet with him or her un-
til late. All signs indicate that the encounter will be 
worth the wait. You should be especially attuned 
to your partner right now. You might know instinc-
tively what they need from you now. Buy some new 
clothes, and enjoy!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): As someone who 
tends to operate through your intellect, Li-
bra, you might be surprised by the surge of 
romantic passion that comes your way at 

this time. For today at least, your values might shift 
from the intellectual to the physical. You’ll probably 
want to plan a romantic evening with someone spe-
cial. You might even want to get out and spend some 
money on clothes. Enjoy your day.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You’re a born 
romantic by nature, Scorpio, but today you’re 
likely to think more in terms of physical pas-
sion than idealized romance. You’re likely to 

be especially concerned with your appearance, and 
might want to go for a professional makeover or buy 
some new clothes. The color blue might seem espe-
cially appealing right now, but don’t forget to add some 
red for passion! Phone your romantic interest and have 
fun tonight!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Even if 
you aren’t romantically involved, Sagittarius, 
you’re likely to feel especially passionate to-
day and anxious to schedule an intimate eve-

ning with someone who’s caught your eye. You may 
not gallop off into the sunset right away, but you could 
dream of faraway lands. You might want to plan a trip. 
Be patient and don’t overwhelm this person with too 
much passion too soon. Wait and see how things go.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): While you 
are Earthy by nature and enjoy physical pas-
sion, Capricorn, this might seem even more 
pronounced today. Racy novels and movies 

could be especially appealing. You may want to plan a 
romantic evening with a lover. If you don’t have one, 
don’t be surprised if an old friend suddenly looks very 
sexy! This is a great day to shop for clothes. You’re more 
likely to pick the most becoming items.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Your mind 
isn’t likely to be on the job today. That 
could cause a number of problems. You 
might be feeling especially romantic. 

You’re thinking about the evening when you can be 
alone with your romantic partner or at least luxu-
riate in racy novels or sexy movies. At lunch, buy 
some clothes you feel are especially flattering and 
then enjoy your evening!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): A renewed sense 
of physical vigor could have you plunging 
with determination into whatever projects 
you need to do today. However, your mind 

won’t really be on them, Pisces, as you could be feel-
ing especially passionate now. Your own intellectual 
and philosophical interests might be uppermost in 
your mind, right up there with sex and romance! That 
physical vigor could prove very pleasurable tonight. 
Enjoy your day.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

I
n 1956, an exhibition of master-
pieces of Chinese art took place 
in the museum of Asian art in 
Paris, the Musée Cernuschi. It 

soon emerged that these pictures 
were, in fact, forgeries. In this case, 
the sensitive issue was that the forg-
er was none other than the most 
famous Chinese painter of the 20th 
century, Chang Dai-chien, whose 
works were being exhibited simul-
taneously at the Musée d’Art Mod-
erne. He was considered the Pablo 
Picasso of China. And his meeting 
with Picasso that same year was 
celebrated as a summit between 
the masters of Western and Eastern 
art. Once it became known that the 
old masterpieces were his forgeries, 
the Western world regarded him as 
a mere fraud. Yet for Chang himself, 
they were anything but forgeries. In 
any case, most of these old pictures 
were no mere copies, but rather 
replicas of lost paintings that were 
known only from written descrip-
tions. 

In China, collectors themselves 
were often painters. Chang, too, was 
a passionate collector. He owned 
more than 4,000 paintings. His col-
lection was not a dead archive but 
a gathering of Old Masters, a living 
place of communication and trans-
formation. He was himself a shape-
shifting body, an artist of metamor-
phosis. He slipped effortlessly into 
a role of past masters and created a 
certain kind of original. As Shen Fu 
and Jan Stuart put it in Challeng-
ing the Past: The Paintings of Chang 
Dai-chien (1991): 

Chang’s genius probably guar-
antees that some of his forgeries 
will remain undetected for a long 
time to come. By creating ‘ancient’ 
paintings that matched the verbal 
descriptions recorded in catalogues 
of lost paintings, Chang was able to 
paint forgeries that collectors had 
been yearning to ‘discover’. In some 
works, he would transform images 
in totally unexpected ways; he might 
recast a Ming dynasty composition 
as if it were a Song dynasty painting.

His paintings are originals in-
sofar as they carry forward the ‘real 
trace’ of the Old Masters and also 
extend and change their oeuvre 
retrospectively. Only the idea of the 
unrepeatable, inviolable, unique 
original in the emphatic sense 
downgrades them to mere forger-
ies. This special practice of persist-
ing creation (Fortschöpfung) is 
conceivable only in a culture that 
is not committed to revolutionary 
ruptures and discontinuities, but to 
continuities and quiet transforma-
tions, not to Being and essence, but 
to process and change.

In 2007, when it became known 

that terracotta warriors flown in 
from China were not 2,000-year-
old artefacts, but rather copies, the 
Museum of Ethnology in Hamburg 
decided to close the exhibition 
completely. The museum’s director, 
who was apparently acting as the 
advocate of truth and truthfulness, 
said at the time: ‘We have come to 
the conclusion that there is no other 
option than to close the exhibition 
completely, in order to maintain 
the museum’s good reputation.’ The 
museum even offered to reimburse 
the entrance fees of all visitors to the 
exhibition.

From the start, the production 
of replicas of the terracotta warri-
ors proceeded in parallel with the 
excavations. A replica workshop 
was set up on the excavation site 
itself. But they were not producing 
‘forgeries’. Rather, we might say that 
the Chinese were trying to restart 
production, as it were – production 
that from the beginning was not 
creation but already reproduction. 
Indeed, the originals themselves 
were manufactured through serial 
mass-production using modules or 
components – a process that could 
easily have been continued, had the 
original production methods been 
available.

The Chinese have two differ-
ent concepts of a copy. Fangzhipin 
are imitations where the difference 
from the original is obvious. These 
are small models or copies that can 
be purchased in a museum shop, for 
example. The second concept for a 
copy is fuzhipin. They are exact re-
productions of the original, which, 
for the Chinese, are of equal value 
to the original. It has absolutely no 
negative connotations. The discrep-
ancy with regard to the understand-
ing of what a copy is has often led to 
misunderstandings and arguments 
between China and Western muse-
ums. The Chinese often send copies 
abroad instead of originals, in the 
firm belief that they are not essen-
tially different from the originals. 
The rejection that then comes from 
the Western museums is perceived 
by the Chinese as an insult.

In spite of globalisation, the Far 
East still seems to be the source of a 
great deal of surprise and confusion, 
which could release deconstructive 
energies. The Far Eastern notion of 
identity is also very confusing to the 
Western observer. The Ise Grand 
Shrine, the supreme Shinto sanc-
tuary located on Honshu island, is 
1,300 years old for the millions of 
Japanese people who go there on 
pilgrimage every year. But in reality 
this temple complex is completely 
rebuilt from scratch every 20 years.

This religious practice is so alien 
to Western art historians that, after 
heated debates, UNESCO removed 
this Shinto temple from the list of 

World Heritage sites. For the experts 
at UNESCO, the shrine is 20 years 
old at most. In this case, which is the 
original and which the copy?

In a culture where continual 
reproduction represents a 

technique for conservation and 
preservation, replicas are anything 

but mere copies

This is a total inversion of the 
relationship between original and 
copy. Or the difference between 
original and copy vanishes altogeth-
er. Instead of a difference between 
original and copy, there appears a 
difference between old and new. 
We could even say that the copy 
is more original than the original, 
or the copy is closer to the original 
than the original, for the older the 
building becomes, the further it is 
from its original state. A reproduc-
tion would restore it, as it were, to its 
‘original state’, especially since it is 
not linked to a particular artist.

Not just the building but all the 
temple treasures of Ise are complete-
ly replaced, too. Two identical sets 
of treasures can always be found in 
the temple. The question of original 
and copy does not arise at all. These 
are two copies that are, at the same 
time, two originals. It used to be that 
when a new set was produced, the 
old set would be destroyed. Flam-
mable parts were burned, and metal 
parts were buried. As of the last re-
generation, however, the treasures 
are no longer destroyed but put on 
display in a museum. They owe their 
rescue to their increased exhibition 
value. However, their destruction 
belongs to their cult value itself, 
which is clearly disappearing more 
and more in favour of their museum 
exhibition value.

In the West, when monuments 
are restored, old traces are often 
particularly highlighted. Original 
elements are treated like relics. The 
Far East is not familiar with this cult 
of the original. It has developed a 
completely different technique of 
preservation that might be more ef-
fective than conservation or restora-
tion. This takes place through con-
tinual reproduction. This technique 
completely abolishes the difference 
between original and replica. We 
might also say that originals pre-
serve themselves through copies. 
Nature provides the model. The or-
ganism also renews itself through 
continual cell-replacement. After a 
certain period of time, the organ-
ism is a replica of itself. The old cells 
are simply replaced by new cell ma-
terial. In this case, the question of 
an original does not arise. The old 
dies off and is replaced by the new. 
Identity and renewal are not mutu-
ally exclusive. In a culture where 
continual reproduction represents 
a technique for conservation and 

preservation, replicas are anything 
but mere copies.

The cathedral of Freiburg Min-
ster in southwest Germany is cov-
ered in scaffolding almost all year 
round. The sandstone from which it 
is built is a very soft, porous material 
that does not withstand natural ero-
sion by rain and wind. After a while, 
it crumbles. As a result, the cathe-
dral is continually being examined 
for damage, and eroded stones are 
replaced. And in the cathedral’s 
dedicated workshop, copies of the 
damaged sandstone figures are con-
stantly being produced. Of course, 
attempts are made to preserve the 
stones from the Middle Ages for as 
long as possible. But at some point 
they, too, are removed and replaced 
with new stones.

Fundamentally, this is the same 
operation as with the Japanese 
shrine, except in this case the pro-
duction of a replica takes place very 
slowly and over long periods of time. 
Yet ultimately the result is exactly 
the same. After a certain period of 
time, one effectively has a reproduc-
tion. However, one imagines one 
is looking at an original. But what 
would be original about Freiburg 
Minster if the last old stone were re-
placed by a new one?

The original is something im-
aginary. It is in principle possible 
to build an exact copy, a fuzhipin of 
Freiburg Minster, in one of China’s 
many theme parks. Is this then a 
copy or an original? What makes it 
a mere copy? What characterises 
the Freiburg Minster as an original? 
Materially, its fuzhipin might not 
differ in any way from the original 
that itself might someday no longer 
contain any original parts. It would 
be, if at all, the place and the cult 
value related to the practice of wor-
ship that might differentiate the 
Freiburg Minster from its fuzhipin 
in a Chinese theme park. However, 
remove its cult value completely in 
favour of its exhibition value, and 
its difference from its double might 
disappear, too.

The onset of industrialisation 
increased the need for the 

museumisation of the past

In the field of art as well, the 
idea of an unassailable original de-
veloped historically in the Western 
world. Back in the 17th century, 
excavated artworks from antiquity 
were treated quite differently from 
today. They were not restored in a 
way that was faithful to the original. 
Instead, there was massive inter-
vention in these works, changing 
their appearance. For example, Gian 
Lorenzo Bernini (1598-1680) arbi-
trarily added a sword-hilt to Ares 
Ludovisi, the ancient statue of the 
god Mars, which was itself a Roman 
copy of a Greek original. During 

Bernini’s lifetime, the Colosseum it-
self was used as a marble quarry. Its 
walls were simply dismantled and 
used for new buildings.

The preservation of historical 
monuments in the modern sense 
of the term begins with the mu-
seumisation of the past, whereby 
cult value increasingly gives way to 
exhibition value. Interestingly, this 
goes hand in hand with the rise of 
tourism. The so-called Grand Tour 
that began in the Renaissance and 
reached its apogee in the 18th cen-
tury was a precursor of modern 
tourism. In the eyes of tourists, the 
exhibition value of ancient buildings 
and artworks, which were presented 
to them as attractions, increased. 
In the same century as tourism was 
beginning, the first measures to pre-
serve ancient structures were un-
dertaken. Now it seemed imperative 
to preserve ancient structures. The 
onset of industrialisation further in-
creased the need for the conserva-
tion and museumisation of the past. 
In addition, the burgeoning fields 
of art history and archaeology dis-
covered the epistemological value 
of old buildings and artworks, and 
rejected any intervention that might 
alter them.

A prior, primordial positing is al-
ien to Far Eastern culture. It is prob-
ably this intellectual position that 
explains why Asians have far fewer 
scruples about cloning than Euro-
peans. The South Korean cloning 
researcher Hwang Woo-suk, who 
attracted worldwide attention with 
his cloning experiments in 2004, is 
a Buddhist. He found a great deal of 
support and followers among Bud-
dhists, while Christians called for 
a ban on human cloning. Though 
since revealed to be falsified, at the 
time Hwang legitimised his cloning 
experiments with his religious affili-
ation: ‘I am Buddhist, and I have no 
philosophical problem with clon-
ing. And as you know, the basis of 
Buddhism is that life is recycled 
through reincarnation. In some 
ways, I think, therapeutic cloning 
restarts the circle of life.’

For the Ise shrine, too, the tech-
nique of preservation resides in 
allowing the circle of life to begin 
anew over and over again, main-
taining life not against death but 
through and beyond death. Death 
itself is built into the system of pres-
ervation. In this way, being gives way 
to the cyclical process that includes 
death and decay. In the unending 
cycle of life, there is no longer any-
thing unique, original, singular or fi-
nal. Only repetitions and reproduc-
tions exist. In the Buddhist notion 
of the endless cycle of life, instead 
of creation there is decreation: not 
creation but iteration; not revolu-
tion but recurrence; not archetypes 
but modules determine the Chinese 

technology of production.

It is not by chance that printing 
was invented in China

As we know, even the terracotta 
armies are manufactured from 
modules or stock components. Pro-
duction in modules is not consist-
ent with the idea of the original, as 
from the outset these are stock com-
ponents. Foremost in modular pro-
duction is not the idea of originality 
or uniqueness, but reproducibility. 
Its aim is not the manufacture of a 
unique, original object but mass-
production that nevertheless allows 
variations and modulations. It mod-
ulates the same, thereby creating 
differences. Modular production 
is modulating and varying. Thus 
it allows for a great deal of variety. 
However, it negates uniqueness in 
order to increase the efficiency of 
reproduction. For example, it is not 
by chance that printing was invent-
ed in China. Chinese painting, too, 
uses modular technology. The Chi-
nese treatise on painting, the Manu-
al of the Mustard Seed Garden, con-
tains an infinite row of component 
parts from which a painting could 
be composed or indeed assembled.

The question of creativity arises 
once again in light of this modular 
type of production. Combining and 
varying elements becomes more 
important. Here, Chinese cultural 
technology works like nature. As 
the German art historian Lothar 
Ledderose put it in Ten Thousand 
Things (2000):

Chinese artists … never lose 
sight of the fact that producing 
works in large numbers exempli-
fies creativity, too. They trust that, 
as in nature, there always will be 
some among the 10,000 things from 
which change springs.

Chinese art has a functional re-
lationship with nature, not a mimet-
ic one. It is not a question of depict-
ing nature as realistically as possible 
but of operating exactly like nature. 
In nature, successive variations also 
produce something new, clearly 
without any kind of ‘genius’. As Led-
derose says:

Painters like Zheng Xie strive 
to emulate nature in two respects. 
They produce large, almost limit-
less quantities of works, and are 
enabled to do so by module systems 
of compositions, motifs and brush-
strokes. But they also imbue every 
single work with its own unique and 
inimitable shape, as nature does in 
its prodigious invention of forms. A 
lifetime devoted to training his aes-
thetic sensibilities enables the artist 
to approximate the power of nature.

(This is an edited extract from 
‘Shanzai: Deconstruction in 

Chinese’ © 2017 by Byung-Chul 
Chan, translated by Philippa Hurd, 

and published by MIT Press.)

Over 60 million people in India have 
been diagnosed with type II diabetes melli-
tus but the data behind the five most popu-
lar drugs has been found to be lacking.

A new study has found that the clini-
cal trial evidence for five of the most 
popular diabetes drug combinations 

in India has been inadequate.
The study has been published in the 

British Medical Journal‘s ‘Global Health’ 
section. It examines the efficacy and safety 
of five of the most used metformin fixed-
dose combinations (FDC) in India, popu-
larly administered for adults with type II 
diabetes mellitus. Metformin is a first-line 
treatment for diabetes.

Over 60 million people in India have 
been diagnosed with type 2 diabetes mel-
litus.

“Our examination exposes serious defi-
ciencies in the evidence base for metformin 
FDCs for type 2 diabetes and raises ques-
tions about the role of multi-national com-
panies in manufacturing these for sale and 
use,” the paper said.

The authors evaluated published and 
unpublished clinical trial data for the five 
top-selling FDCs and found that none of 
them provided robust evidence on safety 
and efficacy.

“The availability of irrational or inad-
equately tested medicines puts the safety of 
the public at risk,” the authors also added. 
“It is important to ensure that those medi-
cines that are available on the market have 
been approved after examination for safety 
and efficacy through the implementation 
of appropriately designed and analysed 
clinical trials.”

Their study also references the work of 
the Indian parliament, which has reviewed 

the issue of irrational drug combinations in 
India.
The five top-selling metformin FDCs for 
type II diabetes mellitus were:

glimepiride/metformin
glimepiride/pioglitazone/metformin
glipizide/metformin
glibenclamide/metformin, and
gliclazide/metformin.
According to the paper, five metform-

in FDCs in India accounted for 80% of all 
metformin FDC sales between Novem-
ber 2011 and October 2012, examined by 
value and volume.  “India’s drug regulator 
has given approval for 52 FDC formula-
tions for type II diabetes, which in turn 
has given rise to more than 500 marketed 
brands of metformin FDCs,” according to 
the paper.

Three of the five top-sellers were sold 
and marketed prior to receiving any ap-
proval from India’s drug regulator. All five 

were eventually approved.
In 2016, as a result of a public inter-

est litigation in India, 344 of these FDCs 
were banned because they were irrational. 
Twenty-seven of them were metformin 
FDCs, including three of the five. The 
reason: for having “no therapeutic justi-
fication”. The Supreme Court upheld this 
order in December 2017 and asked the 
Drugs Technical Advisory Board to study 
the banned drugs and submit a report.

Despite their top-selling status, the re-
searchers found only one study that had 
evaluated the efficacy and safety of met-
formin FDCs; the study itself was found to 
be “underpowered and of poor quality”.

There were 25 clinical trials for these five 
FDCs. None of the drugs themselves met 
four selected criteria of the WHO’s guide-
lines on the trials and approvals of FDCs.

In 2005, the WHO published a technical 
report called ‘Guidelines for Registration of 

Fixed-Dose Combination Medicinal Prod-
ucts.’ The authors of this paper picked four 
criteria from these guidelines, pertaining to 
size of sample, duration of trial, design of 
trial and adverse reactions.

Unlike other drug regulators, India’s 
Central Drug Standards Control Organisa-
tion (CDSCO) does not publicise the evi-
dence it uses to approve drugs and FDCs. 
The authors concede that more convincing 
data on these five FDCs could be available 
with CDSCO but that it was not made avail-
able to them.

On what data might be available with 
the CDSCO, the researchers say, “If that evi-
dence does not extend beyond the trials re-
viewed here, those FDCs should be banned 
immediately. If that evidence includes the 
results of trials not reviewed in this paper, 
which do not meet the four WHO standards 
used for evaluation, those FDCs should be 
banned.”

The Copy is the Original

India’s Top-Selling Diabetes Drugs Backed up by Inadequate Clinical Data — Study



8 NATION
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Friday, March 9, 2018

PTI

Women shout slogans during a rally organised to mark International 
Women’s Day, in Kolkata on Thursday.

PTI

Yasin Mansoor Mohammed Farooq, alias Farooq Takla, a close aide 
to underworld don Dawood Ibrahim, being brought to St. George’s 
Hospital for a medical examination before appearing at a court in 
Mumbai on Thursday.

PTI

Congress President Rahul Gandhi poses for a photograph with 
Indian-origin CEOs of Singaporean companies, in Singapore on 
Thursday.

1993 Mumbai blasts accused 
Farooq Takla in police custody

PNB fraud accused Choksi says 
impossible to return to India 

Extremely nasty form of politics taking root in India — Rahul 

SC upholds Hadiya’s marriage 

Container ship burns amid fears of 
eco-disaster; three sailors critical 

Lok Sabha proceedings washed out for fourth day

Delhi High Court to hear Karti’s 
plea against ED on Friday

India celebrates women’s day with vows to close gender gap 

Mumbai, March 8 (IANS): 
A designated TADA Court 
on Thursday sent to po-
lice custody absconder 
Mohammed Farooq Ya-
sin Mansoor alias Farooq 
Takla, an accused in the 
1993 Mumbai serial blasts 
and a close aide of ma-
fia don Dawood Ibrahim 
Kaskar, to police custody 
till March 19.

Extradited from Abu 
Dhabi, following a request 
made by India last year, 
the accused, who eluded 
the law for a quarter cen-
tury, was finally arrested 
by the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) at the 
Delhi Airport around 5.15 
a.m. and later brought to 
Mumbai.

Farooq Takla - against 
whom there were several 
non-bailable warrants of 
arrest and for whom the 
InterPol had issued a Red 
Corner Notice way back in 
1995 - was tracked to the 
UAE where he was believed 

New Delhi, March 8 (IANS): 
Gitanjail Group promoter 
Mehul Choksi, accused 
of involvement in the Rs 
12,600 crore fraud against 
the Punjab National Bank 
(PNB), has said it was “im-
possible” for him to return 
to India, citing health rea-
sons and suspension of his 
passport.

In a March 7 dated 
letter emailed to the CBI, 
one of the lead agencies 
probing the alleged fraud, 
Choksi criticised the inves-
tigation process, alleging 
gross abuse law that had 
caused prejudice against 
him, his family and busi-
nesses.

Choksi was summoned 
by the Central Bureau of 
Investigation to appear 
before it on March 7.

He said he was travel-
ling “abroad for my busi-
ness” and had embarked 
on the journey before the 
probe agency filed an FIR 
against him.

“I wish to bring to your 
kind attention that your 
good self and your office 

is well aware that my pass-
port has been suspended,” 
he wrote in a seven-page 
letter in response to an 
emailed notice to the busi-
nessman.

He said his passport 
was suspended because he 
was considered a “security 
threat to India”.

He had written an e-
mail to the Regional Pass-
port Office in Mumbai, 
requesting them to restore 
his passport but had not 
received any reply.

“It is impossible for me 
to travel back to India. I 
further wish to point out 
that the Regional Passport 
Office Mumbai has not 
given me any explanation 
as to why my passport has 
been suspended and as to 
how I am a security threat 
to India.”

Choksi said he was 
also “concerned about my 
health and well-being” be-
cause he feared he would 
be arrested and denied 
medical treatment at a hos-
pital of his choice.

“I would not be able 

to get proper health care 
and would be provided 
treatment only in a gov-
ernment hospital. A per-
son accused of an offence 
who is behind prison is 
denied a doctor of his own 
choice.”

He said the seizure of 
his assets, bank accounts 
and the shutting down of 
all his offices in India had 
affected his business and 
caused prejudice against 
him.

He said the media and 
investigating agencies 
had roped in his family 
members “with a view to 
prejudice me ... harass 
me.

He said he was con-
tinuing to work outside 
India and considering the 
“difficulties” his business 
had faced, he requested the 
CBI to communicate with 
him on his yahoo email 
ID or his advocate Sanjay 
Abbot “in respect of any 
issues which you consider 
is needed to be addressed 
to me concerning the in-
vestigation”.

Singapore, March 8 (IANS): 
Asserting that there is a 
general atmosphere of in-
timidation that exists in 
India, Congress President 
Rahul Gandhi on Thursday 
attacked Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, saying an 
extremely nasty form of 
politics was taking root in 
the country and that “we 
will defeat him in the next 
election”.

“We have been fighting 
the BJP and RSS since the 
beginning. An extremely 
nasty form of politics is 
playing out in India. 

We will fight this nasty 
form of politics. We will 
defeat him in the next elec-
tion. Very soon you will see 
India where everybody is 
loved,” he told a gather-
ing at the Lee Kuan Yew 
School of Public Policy in 
Singapore.

Gandhi was answering 
a question concerning the 
minorities during an inter-

New Delhi, March 8 (IANS): The Su-
preme Court on Thursday restored 
the controversial marriage of Hadiya, 
formerly a Hindu, with Shafin Jahan, 
setting aside a Kerala High Court order 
annulling their wedding.

A bench of Chief Justice Dipak Misra, 
Justice A.M. Khanwilkar and Justice D.Y. 
Chandrachud said: “Hadiya alias Akhila 
Asokan is at liberty to pursue her future 
endeavours according to law.”

But the court said the National Inves-
tigation Agency (NIA) would continue its 
probe into the criminal dimension of the 
case, if any.

“We clarify that the investigation by 
the NIA in respect of any matter of crimi-
nality may continue in accordance with 
law,” the court said.

Pronouncing a brief operative order 
after lunch, Chief Justice Misra said the 
High Court should not have annulled 
the marriage between the two, following 
a Habeas Corpus petition, by exercis-
ing its powers under Article 226 of the 
Constitution.

Chief Justice Misra said: “We hold 
that the High Court should not have 
annulled the marriage between Shafin 
Jahan and Hadiya alias Akhila Asokan.”

The order also referred to Hadiya per-

sonally appearing before the Supreme 
Court on November 27 and admitting 
to her marriage with Shafin Jahan, who 
had challenged the High Court order that 
nullified the marriage. 

On October 3, the Supreme Court 
had said it would examine whether the 
High Court could annul the marriage 
following a petition by her parents.

Hadiya, 24, earlier Akhila Ashokan, 
embraced Islam and married Shafin 
Jahan, a Muslim. Hadiya’s father al-
leged that she was forcibly converted by 
groups with links to terrorist outfits.

Reacting to the Supreme Court 
verdict on Thursday, Hadiya’s father 
Ashokan said he “respects the court 
order but will seek legal recourse on the 
verdict”.

“The verdict has only cleared that her 
marriage is in order. The court has asked 
for the NIA probe to continue as the 
larger question we raised is that Shafin 
Jahan is a terrorist,” he told the media at 
his house near Kottayam in Kerala.

“We accept the apex court’s order 
as the law has to be respected. A father 
is in pain to hear that his daughter has 
gone with a terrorist. We still maintain 
the marriage was stage-managed... We 
will seek legal recourse,” Ashokan added.

New Delhi, Mar. 8 (PTI): The 
Lok Sabha failed to transact any 
legislative business for the fourth 
consecutive day today as mem-
bers from parties, including NDA 
ally TDP, AIADMK and TMC, con-
tinued their protests on various 
issues.

Members from the TDP, AI-
ADMK, TRS and TMC trooped 
into the Well, with many holding 
placards and raising slogans.

While the TDP was demand-
ing special status for Andhra 
Pradesh, the AIADMK sought 
immediate setting up of Cauvery 
River Management Board.

AIADMK members were also 
seen holding placards of Dravid-
ian movement founder Thanthai 
Periyar. Members from the TRS 
were demanding an increase in 
quota.

Amid the din, Minister of State 
for Parliamentary Affairs Arjun 
Ram Meghwal moved the Sup-
plementary Demands for Grants 
seeking Parliament nod for addi-
tional cash spending of Rs 85,315 
crore.

As the House met for the day, 
Speaker Sumitra Mahajan ex-
tended greetings on International 
Women’s Day being celebrated 
today and also read out a message.

Soon after members from 
TMC, TDP, TRS, YSR Congress and 
AIADMK trooped into the Well 
raising slogans.

Members from opposition 
Congress, who have been protest-
ing vociferously over the Rs 12,700 
crore fraud at PNB, were also on 
their feet.

TMC members also continued 
to press the government to re-

spond on the fraud case in which 
Letters of Undertaking (LoU) were 
allegedly fraudulently issued by 
one branch of PNB to diamantaire 
Nirav Modi.

Parliamentary Affairs Min-
ister Ananth Kumar requested 
the Speaker to continue with the 
Question Hour.

“We are ready to discuss irreg-
ularities in the banking (sector),” 
the minister said.

Under Rule 193, a discussion 
on alleged systemic irregularities 
in banking sector over the years 
and its impact on Indian economy 
was scheduled for today in the 
House.

As the protests continued, 
Mahajan adjourned the proceed-
ings till noon and thereafter for 
the entire day.

TDP leader and Civil Aviation 

Minister Ashok Gajapathi Raju 
was not present in the House even 
though it was the question day of 
the ministry. However, Minister 
of State for Civil Aviation Jayant 
Sinha was present.

Disappointed over the Centre 
not granting special status to 
Andhra Pradesh, the TDP had 
late last night announced that the 
party’s two ministers -- Raju and Y 
S Chowdary -- would resign from 
the central government.

The protesting members were 
wearing stoles of their party col-
ours. 

While TDP members were 
sporting yellow stoles and T- shirts 
with picture of Chief Minister 
Chandrababu Naidu, those from 
TRS donned pink scarves. AIAD-
MK members were wearing stoles 
in hues of white, black and red.

New Delhi , March 8 
(IANS): Karti Chidambar-
am, son of senior Con-
gress leader P. Chidambar-
am, on Thursday moved 
Delhi High Court seeking 
quashing of summons is-
sued by the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) in the 
INX Media money laun-
dering case.

The lawyers of Karti 
Chidambaram mentioned 
the matter before Justice 
S. Ravindra Bhat and got 
it listed for hearing on Fri-
day.

The division bench 
of Justice S. Muralidhar 
and Justice I.S. Mehta 
will hear the case of Karti 
Chidambaram, who is cur-
rently in custody of the 
Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) in the INX 
Media case.

The move came after 

the Supreme Court on 
Thursday permitted Karti 
Chidambaram to withdraw 
his petition challenging the 
issuance of summons by 
the ED and approach the 
Delhi High Court.

During the day, the 
Supreme Court bench of 
Chief Justice Dipak Misra, 
Justice A.M. Khanwilkar 
and Justice D.Y. Chandr-
achud asked the acting 
Chief Justice of Delhi High 
Court to constitute a bench 
that will hear and deal with 
the prayer for interim relief 
on Friday.

Karti Chidambaram 
is being investigated for 
allegedly receiving money 
to facilitate Foreign Invest-
ment Promotion Board 
(FIPB) clearance to INX 
Media in 2007 when his 
father was the Finance 
Minister in UPA govern-

ment.
Senior counsel Kapil 

Sibal and Abhishek Manu 
Singhvi, appearing for Karti 
Chidambaram, decided to 
withdraw the plea from the 
apex court against the ED 
after Additional Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta op-
posed the plea for interim 
protection from arrest as 
it would set a wrong prec-
edent since 50 similar pleas 
involving “ordinary crimi-
nals” are pending before 
the court.

Both Sibal and Sing-
hvi told the court that they 
were apprehending that 
Karti Chidambaram would 
be picked up by the ED 
after release from the CBI 
custody.

s told that the ED could 
not act in the matter in 
the absence of an FIR or a 
complaint.

New Delhi, March 8 (IANS): 
With vows to close the gen-
der gap in India, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Thursday led the nation 
in marking International 
Womens Day -- a day to 
celebrate and refresh com-
mitments towards social 
and economic emancipa-
tion of nearly half of the 
world population.

Ac r o s s  t h e  c o u n -
try, a host of events were 
held, new programmes 
launched and women 
achievers awarded to recall 
the nation’s commitment 
towards women’s empow-
erment and ending gender 
disparity.

The Prime Minister 
marked the day with a 
visit to Rajasthan’s Jhunj-
hunu district, which was 
in the news recently for a 
remarkable transforma-
tion in closing the gender 
gap.

According to 2011 cen-
sus, the ratio was 837 girls 
per 1,000 boys. Now it is 955 
girls per 1,000 boys -- the 
best in the state.

Modi, addressing a 
large gathering, compris-
ing mostly women, called 
for a mass movement to 
protect the girl child in 
India and expanded his 
government’s flagship 

to be holed up.
At least 257 people were 

killed and over 700 injured 
and properties worth 
crores of rupees were de-
stroyed in the March 12, 
1993 blasts, the 25th anni-
versary of which falls next 

Monday.
In the remand plea, 

the CBI’s Deputy Super-
intendent of Police of the 
Special Task Force, Shiv 
Kumar, said the accused 
was “deeply involved in 
the criminal conspiracy 

to commit terrorist acts” 
including carrying out the 
serial explosions that day.

The CBI said Farooq 
Takla was an active con-
spirator in the conspiracy 
along with other accused 
including Dawood Ibrahim 
Kaskar and Anees Ibrahim 
Kaskar.

He provided logistics 
support to at least five 
other co-accused like ar-
ranging their air tickets, 
documentation and their 
accommodation in Dubai 
from where they were to 
travel to other places for 
getting arms and ammu-
nition and sending them 
from Dubai to Pakistan for 
training in handling explo-
sives, said CBI spokesper-
son Abhishek Dayal.

Interestingly, Farooq 
Takla’s arrest comes just 
two days after well-known 
criminal lawyer Shyam 
Keswani reiterated in 
Thane that Dawood Ibra-
him was reportedly ready 

to return to India and face 
trial but the Indian govern-
ment had rejected some of 
his preconditions.

Considered one of the 
biggest terror strikes in 
the world, as many as 13 
locations were strategically 
targeted for their economic 
or political or commercial 
importance.

They included the Air 
India Building, the Bombay 
Stock Exchange, Zaveri 
Bazaar, Sahar Internation-
al Airport, Centaur Hotel 
(Juhu), Centaur Hotel (Air-
port), the now demolished 
Hotel SeaRock, the Cen-
tury Bazar and other major 
sites. Bharatiya Janata Party 
MP Subramanian Swamy 
on Thursday congratulated 
National Security Advisor 
Ajit Doval for the success in 
getting back Farooq Takla 
to face trial.

“We need to compli-
ment NSA Doval... Da-
wood not far off?” Swamy 
tweeted.

action on the topic `India 
at 70.’ 

The Congress chief, 
who is on a three day visit 
to Singapore and Malay-
sia as part of his outreach 
to the Indian diaspora, 
said normally in India 
people go to the judges 
for justice. “For the first 

time in my life I saw four 
SC judges actually go to 
the people for justice,” 
he said. 

Taking another dig at 
Modi, Gandhi said: “I feel 
no animosity towards any-
one who opposes me. This 
is what makes me different 
from PM Modi.” 

The Congress leader 
gave people credit for In-
dia’s success and said the 
Congress has contributed 
immensely to it. 

Gandhi also took a dig 
at the BJP-led government’s 
policies and decisions in 
Jammu and Kashmir. “In 
2014 when I went to J and K 
I felt like crying. I saw what 
a bad political decision 
can do to years and years 
of policy-making,” Gandhi 
said. 

He termed the BJP’s 
foreign policy as tactical 
and episodic rather than 
strategic. On China, he said 
India has to have a peaceful 
and co-operative relation-
ship with the neighbouring 
country. 

Answering queries, he 
said the real magic in In-
dia can take place in the 
healthcare sector. 

Gandhi said he did 
not buy the idea that In-
dia can’t challenge and 

compete with China in 
manufacturing. “India can 
really get aggressive in the 
manufacturing space be-
cause technology is ac-
tually an enabler. I see a 
tremendous opportunity 
coming for India with 4th 
generation manufactur-
ing,” he said. 

To a query on Interna-
tional Women’s Day on the 
pending Women’s Reserva-
tion Bill, Gandhi said the 
Congress had sought to 
pass it but it was opposed 
by other parties. 

Gandhi earlier met 
Indian-origin CEOs of 
companies in Singapore 
and discussed jobs, invest-
ments and the prevalent 
economic conditions. 

them,” he said.
The Congress leader 

also paid homage to Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose 
and interacted with the 
people at the Singapore 
Indian Association.

“Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao 
(BBBP)” campaign from 
the existing 161 to cover all 
districts of the country.

The Prime Minister said 
it was about the mindset 
and that society needed to 
unitedly battle the problem 
of the disturbing sex ratio 
in the country.

“We have to make it a 
revolution that number of 
girls taking birth should 
be equal to that of boys, 
the education provided to 
boys should also be given 
to girls, then only we can 
move ahead.”

Modi lamented how 
preference for male chil-
dren had made 21st cen-
tury India worse than what 
it was in the 18th century 

when a girl child was at 
least allowed to take birth 
before being drowned in a 
milk tub.

“Today, the daughter is 
killed in the womb with-
out either the mother or 
the daughter seeing each 
other’s face.”

As Modi spoke about 
bridging the gender gap, 
his parliament colleagues, 
cutting across party lines, 
raised the long pending 
demand of Women’s Res-
ervation Bill -- which seeks 
to reserve one-third of all 
seats for women in the Lok 
Sabha and the state legisla-
tive assemblies.

The bill was introduced 
in parliament in May 2008. 
In 2010, the then UPA gov-

ernment adopted it in the 
Rajya Sabha to keep it alive 
on the legislative agenda. 
The bill, however, failed 
to get passed in the Lok 
Sabha.

Rajya Sabha Chairman 
M. Venkaiah Naidu, also 
the Vice President, sug-
gested that the govern-
ment should accord the 
stalled legislation the top 
priority.

“With women consti-
tuting about 50 per cent 
of our population, social, 
economic and political 
empowerment of women, 
including providing reser-
vation in Parliament and 
state legislatures, has to 
be accorded top priority 
to achieve rapid progress,” 
Naidu said.

MPs, particularly wom-
en, spoke in favour of the 
bill, urging the government 
to ensure its passage.

President Ram Nath 
Kovind presented the Nari 
Shakti Puraskar to women 
from fields as diverse as 
sports, art, social work, 
science, conservation, 
agriculture, education, 
security, handicrafts and 
defence.

Many of those awarded 
have themselves faced se-
vere discrimination and 
tragedies in their lives but 

have still risen above these 
to empower themselves 
and help others along their 
journeys of empowerment, 
according to a statement. 
Some 39 women received 
certificates and cash prize 
of Rs 1 lakh each.

Away from the power 
corridors, industry lob-
by Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (Ficci) said 
it has tied-up with NITI 
Aayog for the Women En-
trepreneurship Platform 
(WEP).

Commemorating In-
ternational Women’s Day, 
Skill India said it has trans-
formed lives of over 35 lakh 
women through skill train-
ing, empowering them for 
better and secured liveli-
hood over the last three 
years.

To mark the day in Ben-
galuru, Union Railways 
Minister Piyush Goyal an-
nounced that Banaswa-
di railway station in the 
city will be run entirely by 
women.

Apart from this, other 
all-women-run railway sta-
tions are located in Matun-
ga in Mumbai, Gandhina-
gar in Jaipur, Chandragiri in 
Andhra Pradesh’s Chittoor 
district and Ajni in Nagpur, 
Maharashtra.

Mumbai, March 8 (IANS): 
Amid fears of a potential 
ecological disaster, a con-
tainer ship continued to 
burn on Thursday off Ag-
atti island in the Arabian 
Sea, with Indian officials 
revealing that its cargo was 
of dangerous class.

The ship is laden with 
containers classified as 
“dangerous” and “very haz-
ardous to human beings”, 
capable of emitting poi-
sons that can kill humans 
within a short time, besides 
being corrosive in nature.

However, the officials 
ruled out the possibility of 
any environment issues at 
the moment and pointed 
out that “the hull of the ship 
is not affected by the fire 
and only the containers are 
seen burning”.

The tragedy has oc-
curred at the doorstep of 
the eco-sensitive Lakshad-
weep Islands, off the south-
west coast of India.

The officials could 

not confirm whether the 
fire and the intense heat 
it has generated, which 
has already melted many 
containers, may have 
weakened the ship’s hull 
and other critical metallic 
parts.

Meanwhile, the Indi-
an Coast Guard said the 
condition of three rescued 
sailors was critical as they 
may have inhaled the toxic 
fumes after the fire erupted 
late on Tuesday.

Working round-the-
clock, the Coast Guard has 
deployed a high speed in-
terceptor boat from Vizhin-
jam Port to pick up the 
trio from a foreign vessel, 
MV ALS Ceres, and rush 
them to a hospital in Thiru-
vananthapuram.

The remaining 19 res-
cued crewmen are being 
taken to Kochi, also in 
Kerala. The Coast Guard 
suspects the toxic fumes 
may have affected all the 
sailors, four of whom re-

main missing.
The three whose condi-

tion is critical Deepu Jayan 
of India, Sukun Suwannap-
eng of Thailand and Alan 
Rey Palce Gabunilas of the 
Philippines.

According to prelimi-
nary information, the blaze 
erupted in one of the decks 
carrying the chemicals.

While 23 sailors were 
rescued, four others, in-
cluding an Indian, are still 
missing and a maritime 
and aerial search with heli-
copters and an aircraft has 
been undertaken to trace 
them.

The intensity of the 
blaze, with flames leaping 
more than 25 metres into 
the air, was so strong that 
the sizzling temperature 
melted many containers 
on board.

The Coast Guard found 
some empty lifeboats float-
ing in the vicinity but there 
was no sign of the missing 
crewmen.
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Britain’s Prime Minister Theresa May looks to the media as she greets 
Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman outside 10 
Downing Street in London.

Maithripala Sirisena

Lanka prez removes PM Wickremesinghe as 
law and order minister after communal riots

Iran’s Rouhani dismisses 
Netanyahu’s ‘Iranophobia’ remarks

Protests outside UK Parliament ahead of Saudi Crown Prince’s visit 

Suu Kyi stripped of human rights award

Russian spy poisoning: Police 
seeking nerve agent source

Turkey, Iraq to 
launch joint 
operation 
against PKK

S Korea leader sees more obstacles ahead to disarm N Korea EU prepares measures 
to counter new US tariffs

Trump denies adult star affair 
allegation — White House

Colombo, March 8 (PTI): 
Sri Lankan President 
Maithripala Sirisena today 
replaced Prime Minister 
Ranil Wickremesinghe as 
the law and order minis-
ter amidst fresh violence 
between majority Sinhala 
Buddhists and minority 
Muslims in the Kandy dis-
trict despite imposition of 
nationwide emergency.

Ranjith Madduma 
Bandara, a senior politi-
cian from Wickremes-
inghe’s United National 
Party (UNP) was sworn in 

this morning as the new 
minister in charge of the 
police. Wickremesinghe’s 
11-day tenure as the law 
and order minister was 
marred by racial tension in 
the central district of Kandy 
since Monday.

Muslim owned busi-
nesses and religious sites 
came under attack from 
majority Sinhala mobs, 
forcing the government to 
enforce curfew.

The Sri Lankan govern-
ment yesterday suspend-
ed internet services and 

Tehran, March 8 (IANS): 
Iranian President Hassan 
Rouhani on Wednesday re-
jected Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
recent claims that the Is-
lamic republic is a “threat” 
to the region.

Israel cannot call Iran a 
threat to the Middle East, as 
Israel has driven the region 
to the brink of destruction, 
Press TV quoted Rouhani 
as saying during a cabinet 
session on Wednesday.

“Those who have over 
the past 70 years created 
tension, launched wars 
and caused destruction 
in the region and have 
committed genocide and 
caused Sabra and Shatila 
(massacre) are in no posi-
tion to portray Iran as a 
threat,” said Rouhani.

“Iran is no threat to 
anyone. Iran is (the pillar) 
of stability and security for 
the entire region,” Rouhani 
said.

Also, he maintained 
that the development of 
Iran’s missile program is 
aimed at safeguarding 
peace and security in the 
region, and “it will strongly 
defend its rights.”

On Tuesday, Netan-
yahu said that Iran was 
responsible for “darkness 
descending” on the Middle 
East. In response, Iranian 
Foreign Minister Moham-
mad Javad Zarif said that 
Israel’s occupation of Pales-
tinian lands had been dis-
astrous to the Middle East 
region. “Despite Netan-
yahu’s claims, the fact is 
that illegal occupation lies 
at the heart of most of the 
calamities in our region,” 
Zarif tweeted on Tuesday.

“Historically, occu-
pying another’s land has 
never been sustainable. 
This occupation, too - and 
the apartheid system that 
perpetuates it - will not last 
long,” Zarif said.

London, March 8 (IANS): 
Protestors recreated grisly 
scenes of war outside the 
Houses of Parliament in 
London, urging Prime 
Minister Theresa May to 
pressure Saudi Arabias 
Crown Prince to halt his 
country’s bombing cam-
paign in Yemen, as he was 
slated to arrive here on 
Wednesday for a three-
day visit.

The demonstration 
was organised by Avaaz, a 
civic platform that among 
other causes promotes 
human rights. One person 
was dressed up as Saudi 
Crown Prince Moham-
med Bin Salman, tossing 
replica child-sized body 
bags onto a heap as an-
other activist, dressed as 
May, counted a stack of 
cash. 

“Theresa May: Only 6 
per cent support UK arms 
sales to Saudi Arabia; May: 
Tell Saudi Prince -- stop 

Washington, March 8 
(PTI): US President Don-
ald Trump has denied 
accusations by a porn 
star that he had sexual 
encounters with her, the 
White House said today, 
a day after she sued him 
to invalidate a deal that 
prevented her from dis-
cussing the alleged rela-
tionship.

Running into 28 pages, 
the lawsuit alleges that she 
was paid USD 130,000 by 
Michael Cohen, personal 
lawyer of Trump, to not to 
go public with her alleged 
sexual encounters with 
Trump when he was the 
then Republican-presi-
dential candidate.

“The president has 
denied the allegations 
against him and again 
this case has already been 
won in arbitration,” the 
White House Press Sec-
retary Sarah Sanders told 
reporters at her daily news 
conference.

S h e  a l l e g e d  t h a t 
Trump’s lawyer Cohen 
forced her to sign a false 
statement and that she 
never signed a hush agree-
ment regarding the al-
leged sexual encounter 
with him.

The lawsuit says that 
Clifford began an intimate 
relationship with Trump 
in the summer of 2006 in 
Lake Tahoe, which contin-
ues till 2007.

Responding to ques-
tions, Sanders said she is 
not aware that Trump was 
aware that his lawyer has 
made any payment to the 
adult film star at that time, 
which was made days be-
fore the 2016 presidential 
elections.

In a statement Rosen 
said, an arbitration judge 
found that Daniels’ “had 
violated the agreement 
and enjoined her from, 
among other things, filing 
this lawsuit... We intend to 
pursue our recourse in the 

arbitration as agreed to by 
both parties and continue 
to categorically refute the 
claims alleged by (Daniels) 
and her counsel.” 

Avenatti soon issued 
another statement. “First 
of all, it does not appears 
as if (Trump) was even a 
party to the arbitrations 
(Daniels) is referring to. 
How can you win some-
thing you’re not even a 
part of? Secondly, claim-
ing that Trump ‘won’ at 
arbitration when there 
has been no hearing, no 
notice to (Daniels), no op-
portunity given to her to 
respond, and no decision 
on the merits, is complete-
ly bogus,” he said.

The New York Times 
and NBC news reported 
late last night that Trump’s 
lawyer secretly obtained 
a temporary restraining 
order last week to prevent 
Daniels from speaking out 
about her alleged affair 
with him.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Iraqi:17 held for ‘bomb attack 
plot’ in Germany or Britain
Berlin, March 8 (PTI/AFP): Germany has remanded 
in custody a 17-year-old Iraqi suspected of having 
planned an explosives attack for the Islamic State 
jihadist group in Germany or Britain, prosecutors 
said today. The teenager, identified only as Deday A., 
hoarded a large amount of pyrotechnics at his home 
and allegedly planned to use the black powder to 
make an explosive device, said federal prosecutors. 
The suspect, who was first arrested on February 13 in 
the state of Hesse, faced a judge Wednesday who or-
dered him remanded in pre-trial custody on charges 
of having planned an attack. “The accused is alleged 
to have procured explosives to commit an Islamist 
attack in Germany or Britain,” the prosecutors said in 
a statement, adding that he was a suspected member 
of IS. German authorities have been on heightened 
alert since IS claimed a lorry assault on a Berlin 
Christmas market in December 2016 which killed 
12 people. Dozens of suspects have been arrested or 
charged over alleged terror plots.

US drone targeting Pakistani 
Taliban kills 21 in Afghanistan 
Dera Ismail Khan, March 8 (PTI/AP): Pakistani intelli-
gence officials and local Taliban say two missiles fired 
from a US drone hit a militant facility in neighboring 
Afghanistan, killing 21 insurgents, including the son 
of the head of the Pakistani Taliban. The officials say 
the strike took place on Wednesday and targeted 
a compound frequented by Mullah Fazlullah, the 
leader of the Pakistani Taliban who is believed to be 
hiding in Afghanistan. They say Fazlullah was appar-
ently not there but his son was killed. The officials say 
the strike occurred in Afghanistan’s Kunar province, 
miles away from Pakistani border. Three Pakistani 
Taliban commanders also confirmed the strike and 
militant casualties. Pakistani officials and the Taliban 
commanders spoke on condition of anonymity as 
they weren’t authorized to speak to reporters. 

Two high school students shot in US
Washington, March 8 (IANS): Two students were 
shot on Wednesday in an reportedly accidental 
shooting at a high school in the southern US state 
of Alabama. One of the students died on the way to 
hospital, CBS affiliate WIAT-TV reported. The other 
was critically injured, but is in stable condition. A 
third person was evaluated from Huffman High 
School in Birmingham. “Two students were involved 
in a shooting during dismissal at Huffman High 
School,” Birmingham City School system said in a 
statement, Xinhua reported. “The school was placed 
on a brief lockdown, and police were called to the 
scene. Students have been released and police are 
actively investigating the circumstances surround-
ing the shooting,” said the statement. Birmingham 
Police Sgt. Bryan Shelton told WIAT that investiga-
tors believed the incident was accidental.  It’s not 
clear if a suspect was in custody.

the slaughter, start peace 
talks!” were the choice 
slogans emblazoned on 
the side of a white van next 

to the protest, Efe news 
reported. 

The ruling Conserva-
tive Party and the royal 

family will be rolling out 
the red carpet for the 
Crown Prince.

The trip is the Crown 
Prince’s first foreign tour 
as heir to the Saudi throne 
and is seen as his chance 
to project the kingdom 
as a “reforming youthful 
society determined to take 
up its status as a major 
G20 economic power”.

He will hold talks with 
May and have lunch with 
the Queen and dinner 
with Prince Charles and 
Prince William. 

A coalition of UK hu-
man rights groups also 
planned to demonstrate 
outside Downing Street, 
calling out rights abuses 
in the kingdom, as well 
as the UK government’s 
arms sales and support 
for Riyadh’s intervention 
in the war in Yemen which 
killed thousands.

Despite the demon-
strations, however, British 

officials said they hoped 
to capitalise on the Saudi 
economy’s opening up.

Saudi efforts to diver-
sify the economy away 
from oil revenues will 
provide new opportuni-
ties for British firms in 
health, technology, en-
tertainment, sport and 
education, the Guardian 
reported. 

Both Saudi and UK 
officials were expecting 
handshakes on bilateral 
contracts worth more than 
$100 million over 10 years.

The Crown Prince is 
credited with kick-starting 
domestic reforms in the 
ultra-conservative desert 
kingdom such as the up-
coming lifting of the ban 
on women driving and the 
re-opening of commercial 
cinemas after 35 years as 
well as tackling corruption 
within the government 
and the ruling Al Saud 
family.

Washington, March 8 
(IANS): The US Holocaust 
Memorial Museum has 
stripped Myanmar’s de fac-
to leader Aung San Suu Kyi 
of a human rights award 
over the ongoing violence 
against Rohingya Muslim 
minority, the media re-
ported. On Wednesday, the 
Museum announced that 
it was rescinding Suu Kyi’s 
Elie Wiesel Award, which 
they presented to her in 
2012, reports CNN.

In a letter to Suu Kyi, 
Museum Director Sara 
Bloomfield insisted that 
they “did not take this de-
cision lightly”, but were 
compelled to act in light of 
mass displacements and 
killings of the Rohingya 
attributed to Myanmar’s 
security forces.

The Nobel Laureate has 
been widely criticized for 
not taking a stronger stand 
in support of the Rohingya 
following mass displace-
ments and disproportion-

Paris, March 8 (IANS): The 
European Union (EU) is 
planning “a whole arsenal” 
of counter-measures if US 
President Donald Trump 
goes ahead with imposing 
new tariffs on imported 
steel and aluminium amid 
global opposition, an of-
ficial said on Thursday.

The former French 
Economy Minister said 
that “immediate” retaliato-
ry measures would include 
European tariffs on US 
exported oranges, tobacco 
and bourbon, and goods 
which he said were mainly 
produced in constituencies 
held by Trump’s Republi-
can party.

Europe would also take 
measures to limit even-
tual excess of imported 
steel and aluminium into 
Europe in line with World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) 
rules while filing a com-
plaint before the WTO, he 
added.

Moscovici said Europe 
“wants to avoid escalation” 
but “must keep the multi-
lateral framework” because 
“protectionism is never the 
answer: protectionism is 
nationalism, nationalism 
is war and the war only 
makes losers.”

Trump is expected to 
sign the text on new duties 
later Thursday.

London, March 8 (IANS): 
UK counter-terrorism of-
ficers on Thursday started 
investigations to uncover 
the origin of the nerve 
agent used in the poison-
ing of former Russian 
spy Sergei Skripal and his 
daughter, Yulia, in Salis-
bury.

The police said govern-
ment scientists had identi-
fied the nerve agent used, 
but would not make that 
information public at this 
stage. A source familiar 
with the investigation told 
the BBC that it was likely to 
be rarer than the Sarin gas 
thought to have been used 
in Syria and in an attack on 
the Tokyo subway in 1995.

It was not even VX - the 
nerve agent used to kill the 
half brother of the North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-un 
in Malaysia last year, the 
source added.

Skripal, 66, was con-
victed of passing secrets 
to the British intelligence 
service MI6, but was given 
refuge in the UK in 2010 as 
part of a “spy swap”.

He and his 33-year-old 
daughter had visited the 
Bishop’s Mill pub and Ziz-
zi restaurant in Salisbury 

on Sunday before they 
were found collapsed on 
a bench near the Maltings 
shopping centre.

The police were yet to 
say if they knew how and 
where the poison was ad-
ministered, the BBC re-
ported.

Assistant Commis-
sioner Mark Rowley said: 
“This is being treated as 
a major incident involv-
ing attempted murder, by 
administration of a nerve 
agent.

“Having established 
that a nerve agent is the 
cause of the symptoms... 
I can also confirm that we 
believe that the two people 
who became unwell were 
targeted specifically.”

Hundreds of detectives, 
forensic officers, analysts 
and intelligence officers 
are working on the case, 
which has drawn compari-
son with the killing of Rus-
sian dissident Alexander 
Litvinenko with radioactive 
polonium-210 in London 
in 2006.

A public inquiry con-
cluded that his killing was 
probably carried out with 
the approval of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin.

Ankara, March 8 (IANS): 
Turkey and Iraq will carry 
out a joint cross-border 
operation against the 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK), Turkish Foreign 
Minister Mevlut Cavu-
soglu said on Thursday.

“Even if the Afrin op-
eration has not yet been 
completed, we have the 
capacity to carry out both 
operations simultaneous-
ly,” Cavusoglu was quoted 
by the CNN Turk as saying 
in Vienna during his visit 
to Austria.

On January 20, Turkey 
had launched “Opera-
tion Olive Branch” to clear 
Kurdish People’s Protec-
tion Units (YPG) militants 
from Afrin in northwest-
ern Syria.

The YPG is regarded by 
Turkey as the Syrian affili-
ate of the PKK, listed as a 
terrorist organisation by 
Turkey, the US and Euro-
pean Union.

Seoul, March 8 (PTI/AP): South Ko-
rea’s president said today that many 
“critical moments” still lie ahead to 
end the nuclear crisis despite North 
Korea’s recent outreach to Seoul and 
Washington.

Moon Jae-in spoke before two 
senior Seoul officials left for the 
United States to brief officials about 
the outcome of their recent visit to 
North Korea.

The Seoul officials said North 
Korea offered talks with the United 
States over normalising ties and 
denuclearization of the Korean Pe-
ninsula. Seoul said the North also 
agreed to suspend nuclear and mis-
sile tests during such future talks.

Some experts question how 
sincere North Korea is about its 
reported offers, citing what they 
call its track record of using past 
disarmament talks to wrest aid and 

concessions while covertly continu-
ing its bomb programme.

According to the South Korean 
officials, North Korea said it has no 
reason to possess nuclear weapons 
as long as military threats against the 
country are removed and its security 
is guaranteed.

That’s the same position North 
Korea has long maintained to justify 
its nuclear programme or call for 
the withdrawal of 28,500 US troops 
and a halt to annual US-South Ko-
rean military drills as a condition for 
scrapping its nuclear programme. 
The North sees the allies’ drills as an 
invasion rehearsal.

Choi Hyunsoo, spokeswom-
an of Seoul’s Defence Ministry, 
said the military will announce the 
schedule for the joint drills after the 
Pyeongchang Paralympics, which 
start Friday and run through March 

18.
Moon still described the out-

come of his envoys’ North Korea trip 
“a big step toward denuclearization 
of the Korean Peninsula” that was 
possible with “a strong support” by 
the US government.

It’s unclear whether the United 
States would accept the North’s 
reported offer for talks. President 
Donald Trump expressed both hope 
and skepticism, calling the North’s 
move “possible progress” that also 
“may be false hope.” 

Moon and North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un are to meet at a border 
village in late April, when the South 
Korea-US drills would likely be still 
under way. If realized, the Moon-
Kim meeting would mark the rivals’ 
third-ever summit talks since their 
1945 division, according to Moon’s 
office.

ate violence, particularly 
given her global standing.

“As the military’s at-
tacks against the Rohingya 
unfolded in 2016 and 2017, 
we had hoped that you -- 
as someone we and many 
others have celebrated for 
your commitment to hu-
man dignity and univer-
sal human rights -- would 
have done something to 
condemn and stop the 
military’s brutal campaign 
and to express solidarity 
with the targeted Rohingya 
population,” Bloomfield 
wrote in the letter. 

Instead, Bloomfield 
concludes, Suu Kyi’s po-
litical party “refused to 
cooperate with UN in-
vestigators, promulgated 
hateful rhetoric against 
the Rohingya community, 
and denied access to and 
cracked down on journal-
ists trying to uncover the 
scope of the crimes in Ra-
khine state”.

In November 2017, 

Suu Kyi was stripped of 
the Freedom of the City 
of Oxford award, which 
honoured her in 1997 for 
“her opposition to oppres-
sion and military rule in 
Burma”. Suu Kyi studied 
at Oxford University’s St 
Hugh’s College as an un-
dergraduate. Her portrait 
in the college has since 
been removed. The Elie 
Wiesel Award is named for 
the late Holocaust survivor 
and author who, like Suu 
Kyi, is a Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate, CNN reported.

More than 688,000 Ro-
hingya refugees have fled 
Rakhine state to Bangla-
desh since August 2017. 

Myanmar’s military has 
repeatedly denied claims it 
deliberately attacked Ro-
hingya civilians, insisting 
instead that it is combating 
a terrorist insurgency in 
the province. The US State 
Department has labelled 
the violence in Myanmar 
as ethnic cleansing.

blocked access to social 
networking websites and 
messaging platforms like 
Whatsapp in the riot-hit 
areas.

Following the inci-
dents of violence, President 
Sirisena on Tuesday de-
clared a state of emergency 
and deployed police in the 
area. A daytime curfew was 
relaxed today in Kandy 
where three people were 
killed in riots.

Sinhalese Buddhists 
make up about 75 per cent 
of the population in Kandy.

The violence in Kandy 
reportedly triggered by an 
isolated incident on March 
4, when a taxi carrying four 
Muslim men collided with 
a van driven by a young 
Buddhist man, according 
to local police.

The four Muslim men 
have since been arrest-
ed and remain in police 
custody. In 2014, violence 
directed against Muslim 
minority groups broke out 
in the southwestern town 
of Aluthgama, following a 
rally by hardline Buddhist 
nationalist monks, result-
ing in the death of at least 
three Muslims.



Fluff Paradox 
is a heavy metal band presently 
based in Delhi.

The band comprises of Vineet 
Matthew (Drums), Ram Gonmei 
(Bass), Azo (Guitar), Chris-
topher (Guitar) and Houreilung 
Thaimei (Vocals).

One of the finalists at Horn-
bill International Rock Contest 
2017 held at Dimapur, the band 
tags the Hornbill contest as 
the best performed stage. And 
as mentioned in indihut, the 
have also played at events like 
‘Noise’ for the Needy, Heineken 
Battle of the Bands, ‘Augfest’

The band mostly active in the 
National capital region have 
released three major tracks and 
are experimenting with differ-
ent metal styles currently to 
release more originals.
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Pamela blames Tommy for not being ‘better father’

Katie Holmes donate $10K to 
campaign for Ruthie Ann Miles

Deepika, Guneet Monga in International Women’s Impact Report

Chester Bennington’s wife launches mental health awareness campaign
Talinda Bennington, wife of late Chester Bennington, today launched a mental 
health awareness campaign on the Linkin Park frontman’s birthday. The initiative, 
called 320 Changes Direction, aims to support people with mental health issues 
while also working towards transforming the culture and stigma around it. Taking 
to Twitter on rocker’s 42nd birthday, Talinda asked his fans to post photos of them-
selves holding their hands up with ‘I Am The Change’ written on them. “To honour 
Chester, asking you to Change Direction. On March 20th, post a picture holding up 
your hand, which symbolises you know the 5 signs of emotional well-being. Write 
‘I Am The Change’ on your hand. Because the change begins within ourselves,” 
Talinda tweeted. Bennington, 41, was found dead at his California home on July 20, 
2017. His death was later ruled as suicide by a coroner. (PTI)
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A
ctress Pamela Anderson has 
blamed rocker Tommy Lee 
over their son Brandon’s 
physical altercation with his 
father.

The actress is reportedly a “nerv-
ous wreck and furious over her family 
fighting”. 

“It breaks her heart to see Brandon 
and Tommy not getting along and she 
blames him for not being a better dad,” 
a source told hollywoodLife.com.

“(Tommy) is supposed to be the 
older, wiser, more mature parent in the 
situation and Pam can’t believe what a 
mess Tommy has created,” the source 
added. 

The “Baywatch” alumnus also thinks 

that Lee makes things worse by “sharing 
the struggle on social media” while she 
tries to “calm the whole situation”.

The source said it is hard for Ander-
son to do so “because she feels partly 
to blame for Tommy’s argument with 
Brandon”, which took place on March 5. 

Anderson “doesn’t know what really 
went down inside Tommy’s house that 
night, but she wishes Tommy would 
step-up, be a better father and make 
things right with his son instead of 
getting the cops involved”, the source 
added. 

Brandon reportedly knocked 
Tommy unconscious, leaving the latter 
with swollen and bloody lips. Tommy 
took to Twitter to call out his son: “My 
fiance and I were in bed when my son 
busted into the room and assaulted me. 
I asked him to leave the house and he 
knocked me unconscious. He ran away 
from the police.” 

Brandon denied the claims and 
released a statement which read: “I’m 
devastated at the events of the last sev-
eral days that have been a result of my 
father’s alcoholism. 

“I’ve worked tirelessly organising an 
intervention and it’s incredibly upset-
ting that it never came to fruition. 

“I wanted my dad’s hopeful sobriety 
and recovery to be a private family mat-
ter but, as a result of his accusations on 
social media, I feel forced to speak out. 

“I have and will continue to cooper-
ate with law enforcement as needed. I 
love my father and just want to see him 
sober, happy and healthy.” 

IANS

A
ctor Katie 
Holmes has 
donated USD 
10,000 to a 
fund created 

to help Tony award win-
ner Ruthie Ann Miles 
who lost her daughter in 
an accident. Miles, who is 
pregnant with her second 
child, was crossing a 
street in Brooklyn with 
her four-year-old daugh-
ter, Abigail, when a driver 
allegedly jumped a red 

light, killing the child.
The 34-year-old 

actor was checked into 
the hospital in critical 
condition but has since 
stabilized.

Celebrities and her 
fans have been donat-
ing to a GoFundMe page 
created for Miles and 
her family. Broadway 
community members 
including Lin-Manuel 
Miranda, Ben Platt and 
Kristin Chenoweth have 

also donated.
Holmes and Kristen 

Anderson-Lopez, Oscar-
winning songwriter of 
“Coco”, have contributed 
USD 10, 000 each. Keri 
Russell, who worked 
with Miles on FX’s hit 
series “The Americans”, 
donated USD 3,000 to 
her campaign.

The fund has till now 
garnered more than USD 
380,000 in donations.

PTI

B
ollywood actress 
Deepika Padukone 
and film producer 
Guneet Monga 
have featured in the 

Variety’s International Women’s 
Impact Report 2018.

Excited about it, Deepika 
tweeted on International 
Women’s Day on Thursday: 
“Honoured and humbled join-
ing these amazing achievers! 
Thank you Variety.” 

The list honours Deepika 
for her contribution to cinema 
and partaking in philanthropic 
efforts along with emerging 
through controversies grace-

fully. 
Introducing the actress, 

variety.com has written: “The 
star of the recent Bollywood 
blockbuster ‘Padmaavat’ faced 
death threats and verbal abuse 
from various fringe groups 
with poise and elan. Padukone, 
whose father, Prakash, was a 
star badminton player, used to 
participate in the sport before 
becoming a model. 

“She is now one of the 
highest-paid Indian actresses 
and has made the leap from 
Bollywood movies such as 
‘Om Shanti Om’ and ‘Chennai 
Express’ to Hollywood titles 

including ‘xXx: Return of Xander 
Cage’ last year. She is also phil-
anthropically active, starting her 
own Live Laugh Love Founda-
tion, which focuses on mental 
illness.”

As for Monga, who heads 
Sikhya Entertainment and has 
produced “The Lunchbox” and 
“The Ashram”, variety.com has 
shared how while female Indian 
producers are rare, she actually 
enjoys people saying ‘no’.

“There have been several 
times where I have not been 
taken seriously and have had to 
work twice as hard just because 
I am a young woman, but I have 

never let that affect my state of 
mind towards the end goal of 
putting together the stories we 
need to tell,” Monga said. 

The list acknowledges the 
works of 50 women includ-
ing names like Miuccia Prada, 
Daisy Ridley, J.K. Rowling, Sofia 
Vergara, Emma Watson, Lupita 
Nyong’o, Helen Mirren, Nicole 
Kidman, Salma Hayek, Gal Ga-
dot, Judi Dench and Adele, who 
are leading the way at a time 
when the entertainment busi-
ness has become increasingly 
global and women’s rights are in 
the spotlight.

IANS

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all connect 
to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

Eastern Mirror: When was Fluff Paradox 
formed? What inspired you to make music 
together?
Fluff Paradox:  The band was formed in 2015. 
The common love for music, particularly the 
genre, and the passion to create a sound of our 
own inspires us to make music.

 
Eastern Mirror: How long have you all known 
each other? How did you meet?
Fluff Paradox: Some of us know each other for 
around a decade and some for a few years. We met 
mostly through common friends and gigs as each 
of us was playing in other bands prior to forming 
Fluff Paradox.

 
Eastern Mirror: What genre of music do 
you consider your work to be? Who are 
your major influences?
Fluff Paradox:  We play metal. Currently, we 
are experimenting with the various forms 
in the genre but if you listen to ‘Under the 
Sun,’ ‘Lies’ and ‘Inglorious Heretics’ (our first 
3 originals), you will hear more of groove 
metal style. However, like mentioned earlier, 
we are experimenting with different metal 
styles.

Our influences range from old school to 
contemporary metal bands like Megadeth, 
Metallica, Pantera, Lamb of God, Slipknot, 
Opeth, As I Lay Dying, Periphery, Veil of 
Maya etc.

 
Eastern Mirror: Your best-performed stage?
Fluff Paradox:  That would be the Hornbill Inter-
national Rock Contest 2017 at Dimapur, Naga-
land. We were one of the finalists there.

 
Eastern Mirror: Which songs do you perform 
most frequently? Do you ever play any covers?
Fluff Paradox:  We try to play our songs the most 
(obviously, right?). And yes, we enjoy playing 
covers! We’ve covered Pantera, Lamb of God, As I 
Lay Dying, Opeth, Korn, Trivium, Rage Against 
the Machine and many more. So many awesome 
bands and music out there!

 
Eastern Mirror: Who writes your songs? What 
are the main themes or topics for most of your 
songs? Do you think these topics will change 
over time?
Fluff Paradox:  Each song is written collectively by 
the band. However, the lyrics are written (so far) 
by the vocalist (Houreilung). Just like the band’s 
style of music, themes of the songs also don’t resort 
to a particular topic. You will find songs talking 
about the meaning of life, God, devil, love, life, 
death, fear, joy, pain, politics, climate change, 
justice, corruption, Wonder Woman and so on. 
So, we’ll be talking about almost everything and 

anything.
 

Eastern Mirror: How has your music evolved 
since you first began playing music togeth-
er?
Fluff Paradox:  Initially, we were more into 
groove metal but we are more experimental 
now.

 
Eastern Mirror: What advice do you have for 
people who want to form their own bands?
Fluff Paradox:  Not sure if we’re at a level from 
where we can advise others. We’d just like to 
encourage you all (fellow musicians) to not 
give up if you really love music and want 
to start a band. Then practice, practice and 
practice! And may the force, beauty and grace 
be with you!
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Jupiter’s mysterious jet-streams 
‘unearthly’, finds Juno probe

Google Lens coming to all 
phones running Google Photos

YouTube videos won’t make 
you an expert overnight

NASA wants you to send your name to the Sun Researchers find rare mineral 
in plants for first time

Twitter working to fix cryptocurrency scam issue

1 in 3 Indian women receive offensive calls, SMSs — Survey

Washington, March 8 
(IANS): The atmospheric 
winds of Jupiter run deep 
into its atmosphere and 
last longer than similar 
atmospheric processes 
found here on Earth, data 
collected by NASA’s Juno 
mission to the gas-giant 
planet shows.

The findings will im-
prove understanding of 
Jupiter’s interior structure, 
core mass and, eventually, 
its origin, NASA said. 

Other Juno science 
r e s u l t s  r e l e a s e d  o n 

Wednesday include that 
the massive cyclones that 
surround Jupiter’s north 
and south poles are en-
during atmospheric fea-
tures and unlike anything 
else encountered in our 
solar system. 

“Juno’s unique orbit 
and evolutionary high-
precision radio science 
and infrared technologies 
enabled these paradigm-
shifting discoveries,” said 
Scott Bolton, principal 
investigator of Juno from 
the Southwest Research 

Institute, San Antonio, 
Texas, US.

“Juno is only about 
one third the way through 
its primary mission, and 
already we are seeing the 
beginnings of a new Jupi-
ter,” Bolton added. 

The findings are part 
of a four-article collection 
on Juno science results 
published in the journal 
Nature.

“Following the Juno 
gravity measurements, 
we know how deep the 
jets extend and what their 

structure is beneath the 
visible clouds. It’s like go-
ing from a 2-D picture to 
a 3-D version in high defi-
nition,” said Yohai Kaspi, 
Juno co-investigator from 
the Weizmann Institute 
of Science, Rehovot, Is-
rael, and lead author of a 
Nature paper on Jupiter’s 
deep weather layer. 

The result was a sur-
prise for the Juno science 
team because it indicated 
that the weather layer of 
Jupiter was more massive, 
extending much deeper 

than previously expected. 
The Jovian weather 

layer, from its very top to 
a depth of 3,000 kilome-
tres, contains about one 
per cent of Jupiter’s mass 
(about three Earth masses).

“By contrast, Earth’s 
atmosphere is less than 
one millionth of the total 
mass of Earth,” said Kaspi.

The scientists believe 
that the finding is im-
portant for understand-
ing the nature and pos-
sible mechanisms driving 
these strong jet streams. 

San Francisco, March 7 
(IANS): Google has an-
nounced that it is rolling 
out “Google Lens” -- app 
designed to bringing up 
relevant information us-
ing visual analysis -- to all 
Android phones running 
“Google Photos”.

“Rolling out today, 
Android users can try 
‘Google Lens’ to do things 
like create a contact from 
a business card or get 
more info about a famous 

landmark. To start, make 
sure you have the latest 
version of the “Google 
Photos” app for Android,” 
the company wrote on 
Twitter late on Tuesday.

The company also said 
that the app would soon 
come on Apple devices.

Ac c o rd i n g  t o  T h e 
Verge, certain phones, 
including flagships from 
Samsung, Huawei, LG, 
Mo t o r o l a ,  So n y  a n d 
HMD/Nokia would even-

tually be able to access 
“Google Lens” through 
the “Google Assistant”.

“Google Lens” was an-
nounced during Google 
I/O 2017 conference. It 
brings up relevant in-
formation using visual 
analysis. 

If you direct the cam-
era at an object, “Google 
Lens” will attempt to 
identify the object and 
show relevant search re-
sults and information.

New York, March 8 (IANS): 
Watching YouTube vid-
eos, Instagram demos and 
Facebook tutorials may 
boost your confidence in 
performing a task but it 
probably would not make 
you an expert overnight, 
suggests new research.

Social media platforms 
have made it easy to re-
cord, share, and access 
instructional videos, but 
merely watching them 
without practicing the 
demonstrated skills may 
not actually improve our 
ability to perform them, 
according to the findings 
published in the journal 
Psychological Science. 

“The more that people 
watched others, the more 
they felt they could per-
form the same skill too 
- even when their abilities 
hadn’t actually changed 
for the better,” said study 
author Michael Kardas of 
The University of Chicago 
Booth School of Business 
in the US. 

“Our findings suggest 
that merely watching oth-
ers could cause people to 
attempt skills that they 
might not be ready or able 
to perform themselves,” 
Kardas said. 

In one online experi-
ment, the researchers as-
signed 1,003 participants 
to watch a video, read 
step-by-step instructions, 
or merely think about per-
forming the “tablecloth 
trick,” which involves pull-
ing a tablecloth off a table 

Washington, March 7 (IANS): If you want 
your name to travel through the Sun’s 
atmosphere, braving brutal heat and 
radiation conditions, here comes your 
chance. NASA is inviting people around 
the world to submit their names online 
to be placed on a microchip aboard its 
historic solar probe launching this sum-
mer.

“This probe will journey to a region 
humanity has never explored before,” 
said Thomas Zurbuchen, Associate 
Administrator for the Science Mission 
Directorate at NASA Headquarters in 
Washington. 

“This mission will answer questions 
scientists have sought to uncover for 
more than six decades,” Zurbuchen 
added. 

In May 2017, NASA renamed the 
spacecraft from the Solar Probe Plus to 
the Parker Solar Probe in honour of as-
trophysicist Eugene Parker. 

The US space agency on Tuesday said 
it would accept submissions until April 
27, 2018.

The spacecraft, about the size of a 
small car, will travel directly into the 

Sun’s atmosphere about four million 
miles from the star’s surface. 

The primary science goals for the 
mission are to trace how energy and heat 
move through the solar corona and to 
explore what accelerates the solar wind 
as well as solar energetic particles. 

The mission will revolutionise our 
understanding of the Sun, where chang-
ing conditions can spread out into the 
solar system, affecting Earth and other 
worlds, NASA said.

The spacecraft speed is so fast, at its 
closest approach it will be going at ap-
proximately 430,000 mph. 

That’s fast enough to get from Wash-
ington, DC, to Tokyo in under a minute, 
NASA said.

“Parker Solar Probe is, quite literally, 
the fastest, hottest -- and, to me, coolest 
-- mission under the Sun,” said project 
scientist Nicola Fox of the Johns Hopkins 
University Applied Physics Laboratory in 
Maryland, US. 

“This incredible spacecraft is going 
to reveal so much about our star and 
how it works that we’ve not been able to 
understand,” she added.

San Francisco, March 7 (IANS): As the 
issue of copying verified Twitter ac-
counts to trick cryptocurrency users is 
becoming increasingly prevalent, the 
microblogging company has said that it 
is working to curb these copycat handles.

Company CEO Jack Dorsey 
on Tuesday replied 
to  a  tweet  that 
complained about 
the ongoing cryp-
tocurrecny scam 
on Twitter in which 
several users have 
been tricked and 
their digital assests 
stolen.

“We are on it,” 
Dorsey replied to a 
user who questioned 
the CEO if the com-
pany was taking note of 
it, Coindesk.com reported. 

On February 26, Dorsey 
had said that his company was 
aware of the issue and they “are 
fixing” the problem. 

Several users have been complaining 
about being duped on Twitter by fraudu-
lent offers that promise huge amount of 
Ether cryptocurrency in return of small 
initial deposits.

These offers are being made by ac-
counts that mimic well-known industry 

members and have a “blue tick” (verified 
account). 

As a preventive measure, Twitter 
had banned several accounts, including 
the support team for cryptocurrency 
exchange Kraken despite they tried to 

warn others about the scam. On 
Tuesday, the ban on Krak-

en’s customer support 
handle was lifted.

“Good news, 
guys! @kraken-
support is back! 
Strange that our 
initial appeal was 
also apparently 
handled by an au-
tomated system. 
Thank you all for 
your public outrage. 
Stay vigilant,” it an-
nounced.

According to the 
report, the scam began after 

an influencer posted a tweet regard-
ing a fraudulent offer which was followed 
by similarly designed accounts.

In order to make the posts seem more 
legitimate, the spam accounts posted 
supportive messages, claiming that they 
have received the returns. 

On seeing that the threads were 
posted by “verified accounts”, people fell 
in the trap and lost digital assests. 

New Delhi, March 7 (IANS): One 
in every three or 36 per cent of 
women in India receive sexual and 
inappropriate calls or SMSs at least 
once a week, a survey has found.

Conducted by communica-
tion app Truecaller, the survey 
titled “Understanding the Impact 
of Harassment and Spam Calls 
on Women”, showed that 78 per 
cent of women receive harass-
ment calls with inappropriate 
and sexual content, while 82 per 
cent receive unsolicited videos 
and pictures with inappropriate 
and sexual content at least once 

a week.
On average, 50 per cent of 

these calls and texts were anony-
mous, 11 per cent were made by 
stalkers, and 3 per cent were from 
a person known to them.

Overall, women in India re-
port 18 per cent more unwanted 
calls than men do, an increase of 
5 per cent from 13 per cent last 
year, Truecaller said in a state-
ment on Wednesday.

The survey looks into the 
state of harassment calls made to 
women, what steps they can take 
to prevent them, and how big of 

problem they are, encouraging 
women facing harassment and 
spam to ‘Call It Out’, it added.

Nearly two-thirds (62 per 
cent) of the women were found 
to have taken measures against 
these calls, while 65 per cent 
blocked the harasser’s number, 
and another 48 per cent installed 
a call blocking app.

But, only 10 per cent of wom-
en filed a complaint to the police, 
while 7 per cent named and 
shamed the spammer on social 
media.

According to the Truecaller’s 

Insights 2017 report, India is 
plagued by the highest number of 
spam calls in the world, with the 
average Truecaller user receiving 
22.6 spam calls per month. 

At least once a week, 72 per 
cent of the women surveyed 
received calls from fraudsters 
seeking to collect payments or 
sensitive personal data, with 4 
per cent receiving counterfeit 
calls almost daily.

The survey was conducted 
from January 20 - February 22, 
2018 among 2,004 women aged 
15-35 across 15 cities in India. 

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1756SUD0KU 1596
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1755

ACROSS
1. Shovel
6. Distort
10. Baby carriage
14. Change
15. Actress ____ Spelling
16. Competition of speed
17. Stiff hairs or bristles
18. Lion sound
19. Border
20. Manual
22. Large piece of land
24. A swelling
25. Speech impediment
26. St. Francis of ______
29. Thailand
30. Groan
31. Commits an offense
37. Excavations
39. Doctor group
40. Climate (poetic)
41. General Motors brand
44. Chieftain
45. Author Leon ____
46. Upper house of Congress
48. Neck artery
52. Transmission rate
53. Pass by
54. Strong heavy fabric of 

worsted twill
58. Operatic prima donna
59. Intercollegiate athletic 

organization
61. One of the four archangels
62. Cain’s brother
63. Oily, viscid mixtures
64. Spike
65. Disposes
66. Resorts
67. Pertaining to water

DOWN
1. Band worn over the shoulder
2. Entreaty
3. Attention (abbrev.)
4. Time limits
5. Dark nether region (Greek 

mythology)

6. Flexible strip of leather
7. Weirdo
8. Earned Run Average
9. Concealed listening device
10. Aircraft engine 

manufacturer: _____ & 
Whitney

11. Capital of Morocco
12. Shrewd 
13. 100 cms.
21. Leave out
23. Shrub or tree of the genus 

Rhus
25. Plant used to make rope

26. Ammunition
27. Dirt
28. Found on beaches
29. Playoffs rounds just prior 

to the finals
32. Fanatical
33. Having an elongated 

nature
34. Lower layer of Earth’s 

outer crust
35. Emanate
36. Withered
38. Blackens or smudges
42. Aligns or positions

43. Jacob’s brother
47. Castrated man
48. Kind of tree
49. Excuse
50. Spoke with wild 

enthusiasm
51. Semi-precious gems
52. Alloy
54. Monetary subunit of 

Yugoslavia
55. Told an untruth
56. Shakespearean king
57. Male singing range
60. Hat
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without disturbing the 
place settings on top. 

People who watched 
the five-second video 20 
times were much more 
confident of their ability 
to pull off the trick than 
were those who watched 
the video once. 

However, people who 
simply read or thought 
about the trick for an ex-
tended period of time did 
not show this confidence 
boost. 

These results provided 
initial evidence that re-
peated viewing may lead 
people to an inflated sense 
of competence.

To find out whether this 
perception is borne out by 
actual performance, the 
researchers tested a group 
of 193 participants on their 
dart-throwing abilities. 

Those who watched 
a demo video 20 times 
estimated that they would 
score more points than 
those who saw the video 
only once -- this high-ex-
posure group also pre-
dicted that they would be 
more likely to hit the bull’s-
eye and reported that they 

had learned more tech-
nique and improved more 
after watching the video.

But these perceptions 
did not line up with reality 
-- people who watched the 
video many times scored 
no better than those who 
saw it once.

The researchers found 
evidence for this phe-
nomenon in other do-
mains, including doing 
the moonwalk, playing 
a digital computer game 
and juggling. 

“We see this as a po-
tentially widespread phe-
nomenon given that peo-
ple have daily access to 
outlets for watching others 
perform,” Kardas said. 

“Anyone who goes on-
line to look up tips before 
attempting a skill -- from 
cooking techniques to DIY 
(do it yourself) home re-
pairs to X Games tricks 
-- would benefit from 
knowing that they might 
be overconfident in their 
own abilities after watch-
ing, and should exercise 
caution before attempting 
similar skills themselves,” 
Kardas added.

London, March 6 (IANS): 
In a first, researchers 
have discovered on al-
pine plants a rare mineral 
that holds potential as a 
new material for indus-
trial and medical appli-
cations.

The mineral vaterite, a 
form of calcium carbon-
ate, is a dominant com-
ponent of the protective 
silvery-white crust that 
forms on the leaves of a 
number of alpine plants, 
according to the study 
published in the journal 
Flora.

Naturally occurring 
vaterite is rarely found on 
Earth. Small amounts of 
vaterite crystals have been 
found in some sea and 
freshwater crustaceans, 
bird eggs, the inner ears 
of salmon, meteorites and 
rocks. 

This is the first time 
that the rare and unstable 
mineral has been found to 
be associated with plants. 

“B i o c h e m i s t s  a re 
working to synthetically 
manufacture vaterite as 
it has potential for use 
in drug delivery, but it is 
not easy to make,” said 
study co-author Raymond 
Wightman from Sainsbury 
Laboratory, University of 
Cambridge.

“Vaterite has special 
properties that make it a 
potentially superior car-

rier for medications due to 
its high loading capacity, 
high uptake by cells and 
its solubility properties 
that enable it to deliver a 
sustained and targeted re-
lease of therapeutic medi-
cines to patients,” Wight-
man said.

For instance, vaterite 
nanoparticles loaded with 
anti-cancer drugs appear 
to offload the drug slowly 
only at sites of cancers 
and therefore limit the 
negative side-effects of the 
drug, Wightman added.

The findings are part 
an ongoing research proj-
ect that is probing the in-
ner workings of plants 
using new microscopy 
technologies.

Other potential uses of 
vaterite include improving 
the cements used in ortho-
paedic surgery and as an 
industrial application im-
proving the quality of pa-
pers for inkjet printing by 
reducing the lateral spread 
of ink, the study said. 

“Vaterite is not very 
stable in the Earth’s humid 
atmosphere as it often 
reverts to more common 
forms of calcium carbon-
ate, such as calcite. This 
makes it even more re-
markable that we have 
found vaterite in such 
large quantities on the 
surface of plant leaves,” 
he added.
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Merang Jamir and Hito Swu after receiving their certificates. 
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Minerva script I-League fairytale Shooting: Two Nagas certified 
as ISSF D-course coaches 

Picking Kohli ended my career as selector – Vengsarkar

Dedicate runners-up finish to people 
of Manipur, says Neroca coach

Paulo Dybala celebrates after putting Juventus 2-1 up on the night against Tottenham.

Panchukula, March 8 (PTI): Mi-
nerva Punjab today triumphed 
against all odds less than a year 
after a miracle by another un-
derdog Aizawl FC, concluding an 
I-League season peppered with 
twists and turns never seen or felt 
before.

The 2017-18 league was down 
to the most dramatic final day in 
the competition's history with as 
many as four teams, including 
old guards Mohun Bagan and East 
Bengal, gunning for the title.

Debutants Neroca FC, surpris-
ingly, were the other contenders.

For a club that is only in its 
second season in top-flight, the 
title triumph would easily qualify 
as some achievement.

In the process, they created 
history by becoming the first team 
from North India to win the Hero 
I-League.

William Asiedu Opoku's goal 
was enough to seal the title for Mi-
nerva Punjab, who beat Churchill 
Brothers by a solitary goal.

This is a landmark moment 

in Indian football where two rel-
egation threatened teams have 
won back to back I-League titles. 
Last year it was Aizawl, this year 
it is Minerva Punjab from Chan-
digarh.

Churchill Brothers, on the 
other hand, got relegated as this 
defeat demotes them to second 
division. Minerva Punjab's at-
tacking trio of Chencho Gyelt-
shen, William and Girik Khosla 
combined well to put Churchill s 
defence in jeopardy.

Chencho almost scored the 
opener in 8th minute when a low 
Khosla cross wasn t dealt with 
properly by Osagie Monday, giv-
ing the Bhutanese ace a chance, 
but he couldn t make full use of it.

Minutes later Akash Sangwan 
had an opportunity to score from 
left but his shot went straight into 
the keeper's hands.

The moment finally came in 
the 16th minute when William 
converted from point blank range 
after a rebound from Khosla's 
shot, which fell right into his feet.

William had another great 
chance in the injury time of first 
half but he couldn't control his 
effort and lost possession.

The first half ended with the 
home side leading 1-0.

The second half started with 
a flurry of attacks from Churchill 
Brothers who tried their best to 
come back but got unlucky on 
many occasions.

In the 49th minute, Sangwan 
s pin point corner kick met Chen-
cho header but his effort went just 
wide of target.

Churchill Brothers almost 
scored in the 51st minute when 
Britto got a chance from just six 
yards out but his weak effort hit 
the keeper. Ceesay took a long 
shot in the 54th minute but Kiran 
was there to save comfortably.

Monday tried his luck in the 
59th minute but his wayward 
short was nowhere near the tar-
get. The big chance for Churchill 
came in the 61st minute when 
Ceesay created space inside box to 
set himself for a shot but ball just 

went over the crossbar.
Minerva should have doubled 

their lead in the 64th minute 
when Kassim Aidara played one 
two with Chencho but Chencho s 
following cross towards Sangwan, 
who was unmarked, went out for 
a goal kick.

In the 65th minute, Britto 
missed the opportunity of the 
match so far when he went one 
on one with the keeper Kiran but 
Minerva shot stopper came out 
quickly to save his side.

In another show of combina-
tion play Chencho was brilliantly 
set up by William in the 73rd 
minute in the box but he decided 
to cut inside and in doing so lost 
possession.

Minerva centre back Eric 
Dano got a chance in the 80th 
minute when he took a shot after a 
deflected corner kick but his shot 
was nowhere near target.

Gangandeep Bali got a chance 
to get his name on the score-sheet 
but his weak effort didn t trouble 
the keeper.

London, March 8 (IANS): Gonzalo 
Higuain and Paulo Dybala each scored 
a goal in the second half as Juventus 
tamed Tottenham Hotspur 2-1 here in 
the second leg of Champions League 
round of 16.

With a 4-3 aggregate victory on 
Wednesday, Juventus, the Serie A cham-
pions and finalists in two of the last three 
seasons, advanced to the quarter-finals 
for the third time in the last four seasons, 
reports Xinhua news agency.

With two away goals in the 2-2 draw 
in the first leg, Tottenham had a slight 
advantage before they host the Old Lady 
of Turin at the Wembly Stadium.

The English side challenged Gianlu-
igi Buffon multiple times in the initial 
minutes but the veteran Italian goal-
keeper managed to keep clear of a goal.

At the other end of the pitch, Juven-
tus were denied a penalty after Douglas 
Costa was tripped in the 14th minute.

However, the efforts by Tottenham 
finally paid off as their South Korean 
forward Son Heung-Min nailed a finesse 
shot on the 39th minute.

Juventus head coach Massimiliano 
Allegri called Kwadwo Asamoah and 
Stephan Lichtsteiner off the bench an 
hour into the match, replacing Morocco 
defender Medhi Benatia and French 
midfielder Blaise Matuidi and the sub-
stitutions generated immediate fruits.

Four minutes later, Higuain netted 
an equaliser, putting past Hugo Lloris 
with a right-footed chip after Sami 
Khedira turned in a header towards the 
former off a cross from Lichtsteiner on 
the right flank.

In only three minutes, Dybala slotted 
home a winner in the one-on-one with 
Lloris, benefited from the through ball 
from Higuain. Dybala shot the ball into 
the right corner, giving Lloris no chance.

The deficit forced Tottenham to be 
more aggressive but Harry Kane's extra-

Dimapur, March 8 (EMN): Two per-
sons from Nagaland have recently 
completed the ISSF D-course for 
coaches in Rifle category.

Merang Jamir and Hito Swu were 
among 30 coaches selected to undergo 
the course at ISSF Academy India, 
Manav Rachna International Institute 
for Research and Studies, Faridabad 
from March 4 to 6th. 

A press release from Merang Jamir 

on Thursday stated that he and Swu 
were among those to complete the 
course. The instructor for said course 
was Lim Chea Rong from Singapore 
and Marko Sokic from Serbia for 
pistol.

The successful coaches were given 
certificates by DN Seetharama Rao, the 
secretary general of National Rifle As-
sociation of India and joint secretary of 
the Indian Olympic Association. 

Kolkata, March 8 (IANS): 
Finishing runners-up in 
their debut I-League foot-
ball season, Neroca FC 
head coach Gift Raikhan 
on Thursday dedicated 
their stellar per-
formance to the 
people of Ma-
nipur.

"I dedicate 
the success to 
lovely people 
of Manipur, the 
c l u b,  m y s e l f 
and my family," 
Raikhan said at 
the post match 
press confer-
ence. 

Neroca held 
East Bengal to 
a 1-1 draw to finish be-
hind champions Minerva 
Punjab FC with 32 points 
in their debut I-League 
season. 

"We wanted to win 

but being a new team 
and coach, even if I lost, 
I would not have any 
problem. I'm happy with 
the way the boys have 
responded. This has been 

an incredible season," 
Raikhan said.

Asked when he came 
to know that Minerva had 
taken the lead at Panch-
kula against Churchill 

Brothers with a 15th min-
ute goal, Raikhan said he 
learnt that in the first half.

"We knew it in the first 
half only. But we were here 
to play and win. We were 

e x p e c t i n g  t h e 
fightback from 
East Bengal from 
the likes of Dudu 
(Omagbemi) and 
M a h m o u d  A l 
Amnah," he said.

Mohun Bagan 
and East Bengal 
failed to win the 
title but Raikhan 
reserved special 
praise for them.

" T h e y  m a y 
not have got the 
League, but the 

way they are doing for 
the sport, they are always 
champions for me. I feel 
the expectations on them 
is too high, maybe that's 
the reason," he said.

Mumbai, March 8 (PTI): Select-
ing a talent like Virat Kohli early 
in his career would be consid-
ered a masterstroke by most but 
according to former India cap-
tain Dilip Vengsarkar, it ended 
his career as a national selector.

Vengsarkar has claimed 
that he lost his job as chairman 
of selectors for picking Kohli 
over Tamil Na- d u ' s 
d o m e s t i c 
h e a v y -
weight 
S 

Badrinath in 2008, courtesy the 
then BCCI Secretary N Sriniva-
san.

"There was an Emerging 
Players tournament in Australia 
(for) youngsters -- four A teams 
were there -- India, Australia, 
South Africa and New Zealand," 
Vengsarkar recalled at a pro-
gram organised by the Mumbai 
Marathi Patrakar Sangh.

"Me and my colleagues de-
cided that we will take the U-23 

boys and at that time we had 
won the U19 World Cup, Virat 
Kohli was the U19 captain 
and I selected him in the 
team," he added.

Vengsarkar claimed that 
Dhoni and coach Gary 

Kirsten were sceptical 
about the selection. The 
straight-talking former 
batsman said he eventu-
ally fell out of favour with 
Srinivasan, something 
that cost him his job.

" H e  ( K o h l i )  w a s 
technically sound and I 

thought he should be 
played. We were 

g o -

ing to Sri Lanka and I felt that 
this is the ideal situation that he 
should be in the team. My four 
colleagues said 'As you say Dilip 
Bhai'," he said referring to the 
other members of the selection 
panel.

"However, Gary and Dhoni 
were saying 'No, we haven't seen 
him and we will continue with 
the same team'. I told them 'You 
haven't seen him but I have seen 
and we have to take this boy'," 
Vengsarkar said.

Even Kohli, in the past, has 
spoken publicly about how 
Vengsarkar landed in Australia 
during an A team tournament 
and told the current India cap-
tain to open the innings. Kohli 
took up the challenge to score 
a hundred and was selected in 
the Indian team for the tour of 
Sri Lanka.

Kohli and Badrinath were 
fighting for one vacant middle-
order spot at that point in time 
in Dhoni's team that had six 
batting slots sealed. Virender 
Sehwag, Gautam Gambhir, Sa-
chin Tendulkar, Yuvraj Singh 
and Dhoni were automatic se-
lections.

"Me and my colleagues had 
gone to Brisbane and it was 

against New Zealand A. Koh-
li was opening and their 

team had some good 
players (Martin Gup-

till, Corey Anderson, 

Jesse Ryder), Kohli scored an 
unbeaten 120 and I felt that we 
should play this boy for India," 
recalled Vengsarkar.

'Colonel', as he is fondly 
called, alleged that he sensed a 
general uneasiness with Kohli's 
selection as Badrinath played 
IPL for the Chennai Super Kings, 
which was then owned by erst-
while secretary and Tamil Nadu 
strongman Srinivasan.

"I knew there was South's 
Badrinath, who was playing for 
N Srinivasan's CSK. When Kohli 
was preferred over Badrinath, 
Srinivasan was not happy. He got 
fed up as his player was kept out 
and he questioned me as to how 
I didn't pick Badri? I replied that 
I had gone to watch the Emerg-
ing Tour in Australia and found 
this boy Kohli exceptional.

"So I have picked him in the 
team and Srinivasan reasoned 
that Badrinath had scored 800 
runs for Tamil Nadu. I told him 
he will get a chance and angry 
Srinivasan asked "when he will 
get a chance , he is 29 years old? 
I replied: 'Whenever the time 
comes.' 

Vengsarkar said soon after 
he was replaced by Srinivasan's 
choice Kris Srikkanth as chair-
man of selectors.

"Srinivasan then made Srik-
kanth the chairman and I was 
sent home. That was the end of 
my career as a selector”.

time header was denied by the left 
post before being cleared away almost 
from the line by Andrea Barzagli, who 
moved to the centre after the inclu-
sion of Swiss right-back Lichtsteiner.

Veteran central defenders Barzagli 
and Giorgio Chiellini put up a mas-
terclass as Juventus mounted a great 
defence even though Tottenham cre-
ated many chances.

With this comeback victory, Juven-
tus advanced to the quarter-finals and 
avoid a fifth elimination against Eng-
lish clubs in the Champions League in 
the last five encounters.

"It's a famous win. Well done to 
the players for what they've done 

this evening, also for what they've 
done this season and over the years, 
along with the club. I'm really proud 
to coach them - they deserve all the 
credit," Allegri was quoted as saying 
by Juventus' website. "We did very 
well to bide our time and strike at the 
right moment. We were under the 
cosh at times in the first half, but only 
at certain moments."

Talking about his substitutions, 
the coach said: "In the second half we 
needed more technical ability in the 
middle of the park and since Khedira 
was growing into the game I took Ma-
tuidi off, even though he won the ball 
back several times in the first half.

"We gradually improved the qual-
ity of our play and bringing on Asamo-
ah, a great competitor, and Stephan 
supplemented what we were trying 
to do. Lichtsteiner and Khedira played 
key roles in the equaliser."

Tottenham chief coach Mauricio 
Pochettino told his club's website: 
"We played well and deserved more 
but in football you need to be clinical 
and try to avoid conceding goals and 
chances.

"I'm proud because our perfor-
mance was good in both games and 
I think we deserved more than Ju-
ventus but we have to accept that the 
better team doesn't always win."

Manchester, March 8 (IANS): 
Manchester City had their 
long unbeaten streak at home 
snapped in a 1-2 loss to FC 
Basel here, but the result was 
essentially meaningless as 
the English Premier League 
(EPL) leaders comfortably 
advanced to the Champions 
League quarter-finals with a 
5-2 victory on aggregate.

Three weeks after scor-
ing four away goals in a 4-0 
victory over the Swiss club at 
St. Jakob-Park in the first leg 
of their Champions Trophy 
round-of-16 clash, the EPL 
side had the luxury of rest-
ing some key players here on 
Wednesday night, reports Efe 
news agency.

Among other changes, 
English teenager Phil Foden 
was inserted into the lineup 
in place of Spanish midfielder 
David Silva, while 34-year-old 
veteran Yaya Toure took the 
field instead of Belgian mid-
fielder Kevin De Bruyne.

Argentine striker Sergio 
Aguero, the third-leading 
scorer in this season's EPL, 
was also rested for Wednes-
day night's match at City of 
Manchester Stadium, where 
the hosts had not lost since a 
1-3 defeat to Chelsea in De-
cember 2016.

Foden was the most in-
triguing player on the field, 

with the 17-year-old having 
led England to victory last 
October at the 2017 FIFA U-17 
World Cup and being named 
that tournament's most valu-
able player.

But the budding star had 
little chance to shine in the 
first half for the home side, 
whose first goal came in the 
eighth minute when an un-
marked Gabriel Jesus scored 
on a pass from Bernardo Silva.

The play had been set up 
by a strong run past several 
defenders by Leroy Sane.

Another rout seemed in 
store despite the absence of 
key Manchester City stars, but 
the game took an unexpected 
turn when Basel scored in the 
17th minute.

Mohamed Elyounoussi 
took advantage of a break-
down in City's defence to 
score unmarked from close 
range.

With the home side lead-
ing 5-1 on aggregate at the 
start of the second half, there 
was little to play for Basel 
other than pride.

Basel took advantage of 
their talented opponents' lack 
of urgency, getting a second 
goal in the 71st minute when 
Elyounoussi manoeuvred 
around a defender and set 
up Michael Lang for a strike 
inside the near post.

City in quarters 
despite loss to Basel

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Juventus’s Higuaín and Dybala send Tottenham spiralling out of Europe


