
Member of Parliament, Lok Sabha, Neiphiu Rio filing his nomination papers on Feb. 6, 2018.
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
aizawl 23° 11°
agartala 29° 15°
gangtok 20° 07°
guwahati 26° 13°
imphal 24° 09°

itanagar 21° 12°
shillong 19° 07°
delhi 23° 07°
Kolkata 29° 19°
chennai 31° 24°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 16.4° 7.5°
dIMApur 26° 15°
 rF:  rH:
KOHIMA nil 75%
dIMApur nil 91%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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teMperAture

JD (U) tickets issued 

No regret in parting ways with BJP, says Liezietsu

ccntHco disbanded; 
fires final warning

Congress pulls off surprise 
card in Khekiye Sema

three-time CM Neiphiu rio 
returns to state politics

More parties announce candidates

    

NatioN ENtErtaiNmENt SportS

threat to Sonu Nigam’s life,
security beefed up | p10

Let attacks hospital to free pak 
accomplice; two cops killed | p8

Sindhu leads India to 3-2 win over 
Hong Kong in Asia C'ship |  p12

Dimapur, Feb. 6 (EMN): On the 
penultimate day to file nomina-
tions for the Nagaland assembly 
elections scheduled for Feb. 27, 
the Nagaland Pradesh Congress 
Committee (NPCC) announced 
23 candidates. Out of the 23 can-
didates, 16 are new faces. 

The Naga People’s Front (NPF) 
also decided to set up a candidate 
in 11 Northern Angami II assem-
bly constituency, raising its total 
number of candidates to 59. NPF 
sources suggested that the party 
was unlikely to field any candidate 
in 33 Suruhoto assembly constitu-
ency. 

The Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) also 
updated the total number of con-
stituencies it would be contesting 
in with the announcement on Tue. 
that the former chief secretary 
Alemtemshi Jamir will fight in 25 
Mongoya assembly constituency. 

Jamir will also contest in 24 An-
getyongpang assembly constitu-
ency. With this the NDPP will now 
contest in 39 constituencies.       

Another party to update its list 
was Janata Dal (United). The party 
issued its final set of candidates 
on Tue., raising its total to 15 con-
stituencies. 

Also, the Lok Janshakti Party 
announced its lone candidate: the 
former director of the Northeast 
Zone Cultural Centre, Lipokmar 
Tzudir to contest in 21 Tuli as-
sembly constituency. Tzudir was 
formerly of the BJP.    

Lok Janshakti Party (LJP) was 
founded by Ram Vilas Paswan, 
who is currently the union minis-
ter of Consumer Affairs, Food and 
Public Distribution. A statement 
from the party on Tue. informed 
that the LJP’s national spokes-
person Sanjay Saraf arrived in 
Dimapur to announce Tzudir’s 
candidature. 

The Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) also released its first set 
containing six candidates. 

Lists of candidates issued on Feb. 6: 

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Feb. 6 (EMN): The 
national secretary of Janata 
Dal (United), Afaque Ahmad 
Khan on Tue. issued tickets 
to 11 JD (U) candidates dur-
ing a brief programme here 
at Likya community hall, 
Wokha.

The party allotted tick-
ets to G Kaito Aye, L Temjen 
Jamir, Mhonbemo Humt-
soe, Ramongo Jami, Cho-
pathung Odyuo, Sashimar 
Jamir, H Mukam, K Kham-
ing, SK Sangtam, T Yangseo 
Sangtam and N Aphoa Kon-
yak. There were 27 appli-
cants for the JD (U) tickets 
but only 11 were short-list 
and allotted for the first 
phase ticket distribution, 
while more tickets would be 
issued by Tue. evening, the 
party informed.

Meanwhile, speaking 
on the occasion, Khan ex-
tended thanks to the can-
didates for choosing JD (U) 
and wished them success. 
He dwelled on the secular 
credentials of JD (U) and 
the party’s development-
centric ideology.

Khan remarked that JD 
(U) leader and present Bihar 
chief minister Nitish Kumar 
had been bestowed the Best 
Chief Minister award nine 
times by both national and 
international organisations, 
driving home the point that 
the party was in good and 
able hands.

The JD (U) leader also 
commented on the road 
condition in Nagaland, say-
ing Bihar had the same road 
condition 15 years back 
before the JD (U) came to 
power.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 6 (EMN): Member of Par-
liament (Lok Sabha) and former chief 
minister, Neiphiu Rio has officially made 
a comeback to the state politics on Feb. 
6 after filing his nomination papers at 
Chiephobozou ADC headquarter to con-
test in the forthcoming state assembly 
election. 

The three-time chief minister, who is 
also presently the chief ministerial can-
didate of the Nationalist Democratic Pro-
gressive Party (NDPP), will be contesting 
from his home constituency 11 Northern 
Angami-II.

Rio had served as chief minister under 
the NPF-led Democratic Alliance of Naga-
land (DAN) for three consecutive terms 
since 2003. But 11 years after heading the 

state, he abdicated the seat in 2014 and 
contested in the Lok Sabha elections the 
same year and has been the lone Naga 
representative in the Upper House since 
then. Amid crisis after crisis within the 
NPF and allegations against him for hav-
ing a hand in the crises, Rio had officially 
resigned from the NPF party in January 
last, and subsequently joined the new 
name in the state politics: the NDPP.

Keditsu resigns
Dr. Neiphrezo Keditsu has resigned 
from the Nagaland Legislative Assem-
bly, thereby vacating his 11 Northern 
Angami-II seat. A government notifi-
cation on Tue. informed that the NLA 
speaker has accepted the resignation 
and declared his seat vacant.  

Dimapur, Feb. 6 (EMN): 
Maintaining that its ‘man-
dated mission’ has been 
“carried forward to the full-
est”, the Core Committee 
of Nagaland Tribal Hohos 
and Civil Organizations 
(CCNTHCO) – formed to 
spearhead the ‘solution 
before election’ campaign 
– on Tue. announced that 
it has been disbanded.

Eastern Mirror Desk 
Dimapur, Feb. 6: The Nagaland Pradesh 
Congress Committee (NPCC) sprang a 
major surprise on Mon. by announcing 
the former bureaucrat Khekiye K Sema 
– one of the harshest, if not the harshest, 
critic of the state government for a very 
long time – as one of its candidates for the 
Nagaland assembly elections. 

As the NPCC announced its list of 
candidates on Tue., the party also an-
nounced that Sema and the president 
of Indigenous Minority Tribes (IMT) of 
Nagaland, K Lun Tungnung has ‘officially 
joined’ the Congress. The announce-
ment was made by an “elated” NPCC 
president, K Therie at Sema’s residence 
in Dimapur. 

“The Congress is extremely happy 
that a person of his stature with clear 
ideologies for corrupt-free Nagaland, a 
courageous figure in the state has joined 
the party,” he said.  According to Therie, 
democracy and secularism were the prin-
ciples to which Sema and the Congress 
subscribe.  

The NPCC president lambasted candi-
dates ‘rushing’ for Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) tickets and said he was extremely 
shocked that a Christian state would ‘rush 
to be coloured in saffron’. 

“Those rushing to saffron (sic) have 

not understood political principles but 
are just looking for fund. Can we elect 
a thief (sic) as a keeper of our treasure,” 
wondered Therie, while asserting Con-
gress as the only alternative in the state.  

According to Therie, whichever party 
emerges on top after the elections won’t 
be able to form the government without 
Congress.

For Sema, who is contesting from 
Ghaspani II, ‘because of certain wrong 
conclusion every candidate was rushing 
to the BJP’. He joined the Congress to 
motivate the new candidates and ‘help 
them look at the new world where there 
is transparency and accountability’.

According to Sema, the Congress has 
paid their price having been out of power 
for 15 years and has learned its lesson. 
“Congress is the third option and without 
which there can be no government,” said 
the former bureaucrat. 

A candidate from Dimapur III, Tung-
nung appreciated the Congress for giving 
an opportunity to minority tribes who, 
he said, have been discriminated in their 
own land.  The Congress, he said, was the 
only secular party in the state.   

Describing Nagaland as the ‘classic 
example of failed state’, Tungnung who is 
a lawyer by profession, urged to work to-
gether based not on ‘tribal line’ but unity. 

Constituency Candidate Party
1 Dimapur - l W Kholie Kapfo INC
3 Dimapur - lll Khaminlun Tunglung INC
4 Ghaspani - l Nagavito Sumi INC
5 Ghaspani - ll Khekiye K Sema INC

11 Northern Angami-ll Chupfu-o Kense NPF
12 Tseminyu Thapimo Semy JD(U)
13 Southern Angami-l Nagakul Tase INC
16 Pfutsero Kewekhape Therie INC
17 Chizami Kewepelo Tsuhah INC
19 Phek Shezota Loha INC

21 Tuli
Lipokmar Tzudir LJP
Lepzungchiba Jamir INC
S Imtiwang Jamir NCP

24 Angetyongpang Supongwati NCP
25 Mongoya Alemtemshi Jamir NDPP
26 Aonglenden Dr. Limawati Jamir INC
27 Mokokchung Town Rongsen Shilu INC
35 Zunheboto Hoveto Kiba INC
37 Tyui Dr. R Thungchamo Ezung NCP
40 Bhandari ET Ezung INC

41 Tizit
Naowang Konyak INC
T. Hatpha JD(U)

43 Tapi Lanpha Konyak INC
44 Phomching T Ngampai Kongyak INC
45 Tehok Shaboh Konyak INC
46 Mon Town Hawang T Wangsha INC
50 Longleng Shami Angh INC
51 Noksen I Noksenlemba Chang INC

54 Tuensang Sadar-ll
I G Mongba JD (U)
H Zungkum Chang NCP

55 Tobu Choakpa Konyak INC

56 Noklak
Dr. Aimong Lam INC
P Mungla NCP

57 Thonoknyu Pakhiu Khiamniungan INC
60 Pungro Kiphire Lithriyem Dupongle NCP

22 file nomination papers in six districts
Kohima Bureau

Kohima, Feb. 6 (EMN): A 
day ahead of the deadline 
to the nomination period 
for the ensuing state as-
sembly election, 22 can-
didates from four political 
parties have filed their 
nomination papers on 
Tue. across six districts. 
The candidates who filed 
their papers include eight 
from the Nationalist Dem-
ocratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP), seven from the 
Naga People’s Front (NPF), 
six the Bharatiya Janata 

Party (BJP) and one from 
the Janata Dal (United).

As per the Chief Elec-
toral Officer (CEO) Abhijit 
Sinha, the nominations 
were filed peacefully with 
no untoward incident 
being reported from any 
of the 17 constituencies 
in which the filings were 
done. He informed that 
no nominations were filed 
in five districts: Mokok-
chung, Mon, Longleng, 
Peren and Kiphire.  

The nomination pe-
riod will close on Feb. 7 at 

3 pm, and scrutiny of the 
papers will be done on 
the following day i.e., Feb. 
8 while the last date for 
withdrawal of candidature 
is set on Feb. 12.

The CEO has also in-
formed that 76 companies 
of central armed police 
forces (CAPF) have arrived 
in the state and were al-
ready placed across differ-
ent districts. He said about 
210 more companies will 
be arriving after the Tripu-
ra polls which is scheduled 
to be held on Feb. 18.

List of nominated candidates as on Feb. 6: 
District Assembly constituency Candidate Party

1 Dimapur 4-Ghaspani-I Jacob Zhimomi BJP
2 Peren Nil
3 Kohima 8-Western Angami Kevisekho Kruse NDPP

9-Kohima Town Dr. Niekisalie Kire NDPP
11-Northern Angami-II Neiphiu Rio NDPP
14-Southern Angami-I Vikho-o Yhoshu NDPP

4 Pughoboto 13-Pugoboto Dr. Sukhato A Sema BJP
Y Vikheho Swu NPF

5 Phek 16-Pfutsero Neiba Kronu NDPP
17-Chizami Kezhienyi Khalo NPF

Kevechutso BJP
18-Chazouba Chotisuh Sazo NPF

Kudecho Khamo NDPP
19-Phek Kuzholuzo Nienu NPF

6 Mokokchung Nil
7 Zunheboto 31-Akuluto Kazheto Kinimi BJP

33-Suruhoto Kehovi BJP
35- Zunheboto Town K T Sukhalu NDPP
36-Sataka Ghukhui Zhimomi NDPP

Zheito NPF
8 Wokha 37-Tiyi Yankithung NPF

Chopathung Odyuo JDU
38-Wokha T M Lotha BJP

9 Longleng Nil
10 Mon Nil
11 Tuensang 56-Noklak P Longon NPF
12 Kiphire Nil

Total 17 22

The announcement 
of its dissolution, made 
through a press statement, 
was accompanied by a 
warning. “However, the 
Jan. 29 declaration still 
stands and political par-
ties or candidates violat-
ing this declaration shall 
still be accused by history 
of putting self before the 
Naga cause.”

The decision to dis-
solve was taken on Mon. 
in the presence of political 
parties and the negotiating 
groups since all the po-
litical parties had already 
violated the Jan. 29 decla-
ration. “The first violation 
of the solemn undertaking 
took place when the BJP 
withdrew from the decla-
ration by suspending its 
state executive member 
Kheto Sema. 

“Not content, the party 
was the first to declare that 
it will contest the election. 
After this, the floodgates 
were opened and all the 
political parties started 
issuing party tickets. The 
proverbial final nail in the 
solution before election 
coffin was hammered in 
when candidates from 
various parties started fil-
ing nominations whilst the 
CCNTHCO meeting was 
still on with political par-
ties at Hotel Japfu on Feb. 
6,” it stated. 

According to the com-
mittee, it was for the Naga 
people to judge who “threw 
the spanner in the way of 
Naga solution.” it thanked 
the people for ‘having 
supported our common 
cause’, and also the Naga-
land Joint Christian Forum 
for their initiative which 
led to the formation of the 
CCNTHCO.       

“India now under-
stands that the Naga as-
piration is still burning 
strong for which we are 
indeed thankful to the 
people.”   

Kohima Bureau 
Kohima, Feb. 6 (EMN): Naga 
People's Front (NPF) president 
Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu has 
on Tue. categorically stated that 
the party has ‘no regrets’ over 
the way its relationship with the 
BJP had ended recently, with 
the latter inking a pre-poll pact 
with the Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP). 

Talking about the present 
political scenario in the state 
during the launching of the NPF 
party’s manifesto for the ensuing 
assembly election at its central 
office in Kohima, Liezietsu said 
when the BJP approached NPF 
for seat-sharing, the latter con-
veyed it can concede 4-5 seats, 
but NDPP offered BJP 50% i.e., 
30 seats. “BJP was tempted by 

that promise and they have 
taken decision to go along with 
NDPP. You have all seen that 
NDPP has already given 20 seats 
to BJP, one-third of the assembly 
seats. They (BJP) themselves 
walked away from us,” Liezietsu 
said.

The NPF chief was not with-
out bitterness though, as he 
reminded that during the time 
the DAN coalition in Nagaland 
was formed, BJP was still in op-
position at the national level, 
and when BJP came to power, 
he said the NPF was happy that 
one of its alliance partners had 
taken up the reins of power at 
the national level. 

He asserted that the Con-
gress tried to uproot the BJP a 
number of times but it was the 

NPF that protected the BJP in the 
state. After all these, he alleged, 
BJP was behind the dismissal 
of his government in July 2017. 
Claiming that though he had no 
regrets, but since BJP had treated 
the NPF ‘very badly’, the NPF 
had decided to part with them 
in 2017 .

He said the BJP leaders from 
Delhi had approached the NPF 
‘again and again’ requesting 
the latter to review its decision. 
Therefore, he said on Jan. 23, 
the NPF CEC decided that after 
reconciliation in the party, and 
also to create a congenial atmos-
phere for the ongoing political 
dialogue between the govern-
ment of India and Naga national 
workers for political solution, it 
was necessary to review the mat-

ter and resolved to maintain the 
earlier status with the BJP. 

Now with the BJP ditching 
the NPF for NDPP, Liezietsu 
termed it ‘a blessing in disguise’ 
as it opens the way for the NPF 
to speak more freely. Taking a 
religious stand he said, “India is a 
secular state, and we will be very 
careful not to do or say anything 
against other people and other 
religion, but Nagaland being a 
Christian state, we will commit 
to the people that we will protect 
our Christian faith”.

Expressing confidence that 
the NPF will form the govern-
ment again, Liezietsu informed 
that the party would try to ac-
commodate ‘smaller parties’ for 
a post-poll alliance.

Meanwhile, with the BJP 

and JD (U) out of DAN coalition, 
when queried if the NPF will 
continue carrying the same al-
liance nomenclature or another 
in government formation if it 
returned, MP Rajya Sabha and 
NPF secretary general, KG Kenye 
said the issue will be taken up 
after the election. 

Earlier, Liezietsu termed 
the 2018 election manifesto of 
the party as one of its best and 
achievable manifestos since the 
inception of the party. 

“It is not a mere wishlist but 
the points in it, we have consid-
ered them to be within our reach 
to implement, he said. We can 
commit to the people of Naga-
land that we will do our best to 
implement what is assured in 
the manifesto,” he stated.
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The accused and items found from his possession.

Hindustan Scouts and Guides seen during the visit to schools recently.

John Tsulise Sangtam addressing the DPDB meeting at the Deputy Commissioner’s conference hall on Feb. 6.

Sainik School cadets with villagers after performing a street play at Gailee village on Feb. 4.

Flow of liquor on rise in Dimapur - Excise

Transport commissioner 
notifies on digitalising licenses

AR apprehends one for extortion in Kohima

Tuensang’s DC assures minimum 
facility to polling stations

NPF Minority wing resigns from party

NDPP welcomes members to party’s fold

Hindustan scouts and guides 
expands its base in Northeast 

World Cancer Day: Sainik cadets enact street play 

Polling officials asked to 
avail postal ballot application

UPHC conducts free health camps in Dimapur

Vehicle requisitioned drivers under 
Mon asked to avail postal ballot 
District Election Officer Mon K Thavaseelan has informed all 
motor drivers and handymen of the vehicles requisitioned for 
the conduct of assembly elections 2018 in Mon district that 
the Form 12 for postal ballots is available at the Postal Ballot 
Facilitation Centre, of Deputy Commissioner Office, Mon. All 
concerned have been requested to produce voters’ identity 
card and requisition form (xerox) while collecting the forms. 
Last date of submission of the forms is Feb. 8 for motor drivers/
handymen who are enrolled as voters in other districts and Feb. 
13 for those enrolled as voters in Mon district.

Grade-IV staff under Kma. 
informed to apply for postal ballot
District Election Officer Kohima Rajesh Soundararajan has 
informed all the Grade IV staff detailed for general election 
duty to the 13th Nagaland Legislative Assembly to apply for 
postal ballot from the Deputy Commissioner’s Office, Kohima, 
Revenue Section (2nd floor) on or before Feb. 8 with a xerox 
copy of duty order and EPIC / Adhaar / service identity card.

NPF of Dimapur convenes 
consultative meeting
The Naga People’s Front (NPF) of Dimapur division has 
convened a consultative meeting with central office bearers, 
CEC members in-charge of Dimapur, division and frontal office 
bearers, presidents and general secretaries of all five assembly 
constituencies on Feb. 8 at 10 am at its office, Landmark colony 
in Dimapur.

Kohima DPDB meeting postponed
Vice-chairman of Kohima District Planning Development 
(DPDB), Rajesh Soundararajan has informed that DPDB meeting 
for the month of February has been postponed until further 
notice. 

NPF Dimapur’s youth wing calls meeting
The Naga People’s Front (NPF) youth wing of Dimapur division 
has called a meeting on Feb. 7 at 11 am at division’s office. All 
the office bearers have been requested to attend the meeting 
without fail.

News iN Brief

Longleng’s planning board 
deliberates on election affairs 

Prayer walk

Weather Forecast IN other DIstrIcts 
Max Min DP RH RF

WoKha 14.2 10.6 7.4 66 NIL

ZBt 12.4 6.5 10.1 93 NIL

MON 21.4 12 11.4 89 NIL

TueNSANG 15 9.2 5.7 70 NIL

MKG 13 7 3.1 43 NIL

PheK 15.8 7.2 8.8 61 NIL

KIPhIre 18 8 9.3 86 NIL

sechÜ ZUBZa 18 10.5 9 66 NIL

tseMINYU 20 12.2 12.7 55 NIL

JaLUKIe 28 8 12.9 83 NIL

MaNGKoLeMBa 21 15 17.1 82 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

source: Department of soil & Water conservation, Nagaland 

Deputy commissioner Wokha Dr. Manazir Jeelani samoon, pastors and youth participating at the programme 
called “Prayer walk” on Feb. 6 at Wokha town. the programme was jointly organised by the Wokha town Pastors’ 
Fellowship and district administration to disseminate clean election and peace in the district for the forthcoming 
state assembly election.

Dr. Yibenthung attending patients at Zakiesatuo colony in Dimapur.

Dimapur, Feb. 6 (EMN): 
The District Planning 
& Development Board 
meeting of Longleng was 
held under the chair-
manship of Deputy Com-
missioner Longleng John 
Tsulise Sangtam on Feb. 
6 at Deputy Commis-
sioner’s conference hall. 

Welcoming the mem-
bers, Sangtam who is also 
the district election officer 
briefed on the obligation 

of heads of departments 
and officers and asked 
them to be in the station 
for election related duties 
to avoid any unpleasant 
situation. 

Asserting that every 
polling station must be 
connected with water 
supply and electrified for 
webcasting and offline 
camera, the DEO urged 
the department in con-
cern to complete their 

respective work at the 
earliest. 

Sangtam also directed 
DEO (Education) to allow 
schools requisitioned for 
polling stations to carry 
out the work for essential 
connections and prepa-
rations. 

Point ing  out  that 
every polling station will 
be connected with web-
casting and offline cam-
era to ascertain unfair 

polling process, the DEO 
informed that presid-
ing officers and polling 
personnel would be held 
responsible for any unfair 
activities during the poll-
ing day. 

Therefore,  he ap-
pealed to all the polling 
personnel to be mentally 
prepared and deliver jus-
tice to all through hon-
esty and sincerity.

He also stated that 

Dimapur, Feb. 6 (EMN): 
Superintendent of Excise 
(MS) Katoho Sumi reiter-
ated that flow of liquor is 
on the rise in Dimapur in 
view of the forthcoming 
state assembly elections.

Informing this in a 
press release on Tuesday, 
the superintendent said 

field duty activities have 
been revamped and the 
unit will continue to raid 
various locations in and 
around Dimapur.

The superintendent 
also informed that the Ex-
cise Mobile Squad Special 
Task Force on Feb. 6 con-
fiscated assorted liquor 

and local-made liquor in 
Dimapur town area.

Offenders were booked 
for violation of various 
sections of the NLTP Act 
1989.

The seized liquor were 
stated to have been depos-
ited to the Mobile Squad 
Malkhana and destroyed.

Dimapur, Feb. 6 (EMN): The Transport 
commissioner has notified all holders 
of non-digitized format of registration 
certificates or driving licenses that the 
given moratorium period for digitising 
both vehicle registration certificates 
and driving licenses is on or before 
April 4 this year. Failing which, the reg-
istration certificates or driving licenses 
shall be nullified, it informed.

All non-digitised registration cer-
tificates and driving licenses digitized 
till date shall also be treated valid for all 

legal considerations, the press release 
updated.

 This is in accordance to the obser-
vations made by the Supreme Court 
Committee on Road Safety and as per 
the directive of the government, it 
stated.

The notification has been issued in 
supersession of notice issued on Jan. 1 
2014, wherein holders of non-digitized 
/ booklet form of driving licenses had 
been directed to digitize their licenses 
in the national application “Sarathi.” 

Dimapur, Feb. 6 (EMN): Vice chair-
man of District Planning and Devel-
opment Board (DPDB) Tuensang, L 
Jamithung Lotha during the monthly 
board meeting, has assured mini-
mum facility to all polling stations in 

the district. DPRO updated on Tue.
The meeting was held at confer-

ence hall on Feb. 6 at DC’s conference 
hall.

 The new ADC of Tuensang Albert 
Ezung was introduced to the house.

Dimapur, Feb. 6 (EMN): Naga Peo-
ple’s Front (NPF) Minority wing has 
tendered their resignation from 
the primary and active member-
ship of the Nationalist Democratic 

Progressive Party w.e.f. Feb. 15. This 
was informed in a press release is-
sued to media on Tue. by the unit 
president, Suresh Paira and working 
president, Mohendra Thaosen.

Dimapur, Feb. 6 (EMN): The Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party 
(NDDP) has welcomed members from Naga People’s Front (NPF) Minority 
wing and other to its fold, who submitted a copy of their resignation letters 
to the party president. This was informed on Tuesday by the NDPP Media 
and Communication Committee.

Dimapur, Feb. 6 (EMN): 
Hindustan Scouts  & 
Guides (HS&G) has ex-
panded its base in the 
Northeasten states with 
number of schools joining 
the movement. A press 
release from secretary for 
Northeast region and Na-
galand state on Tuesday 
informed. 

In the past few months, 
a number of activities were 
carried out in Nagaland, 
Assam and Arunacha 
Pradesh where hundreds 
of scouts and guides were 
trained, it infromed.

Gurupad, Pravishika 
of Rajyapuraskar testing 
camp was organized from 
Dec. 9-13 2017 at Bethany 
School, Guwahati with 164 
scouts and guides partici-
pation.

The HS&G  visited 
Good Shepherd Public 
School, Little Star School, 
Green Mount Senior Sec-
ondary School, VKV Resi-
dential Public School, Roy-
al International School, 
Dani Polo School, and Vid-
hya Bhawan in Arunachal 
Pradesh. During the visit, 
Preveshika training course 

was imparted to 247 scouts 
and guides.

On Oct.  27,  2017, 
Praveshika training was 
imparted to 160 students 
at King David School, 
Khatkhati, Karbi Anglong, 
which included scouts, 
guides and bulbuls. 

Earlier on Sep. 23 2017, 
157 scouts and guides 
were trained at Central 
Training Institute campus 
in Dimapur. Students from 
St Paul School, Carmel 
School, Holy Cross Hr. 
Sec. School, and Herbert 
Spencer participated.

Dimapur, Feb. 6 (EMN): 
To commemorate World 
Cancer Day, cadets of 
Sainik School Punglwa 
organized a cancer aware-
ness campaign at the 
nearby villages on Feb. 4. 
The school authority on 
Tuesday informed about 
the programme.

To sensitised and edu-
cate the people about 
cancer, the cadets of class 
IX and X enacted a street 
play on topic ‘The silent 
killer’ at Punglwa ‘A’ and 
Gailee village.

T h e  c a d e t s  w e r e 
guided by asst. masters 
Kanu Barman and Sunil 
Antil. The cadets pre-
sented a play depicting 
how cancer can kill hu-
man race silently. Post-

ers on awareness and 
prevention of cancer 
were also placed at des-
ignated place in both the 
villages. 

During the interaction 
with chairmen of the vil-
lages complimented and 
expressed their gratitude 
to the school authority for 
organizing such a beauti-
ful and educative street 
play by the cadets for the 
villagers – making them 
to rededicate their lives 
and fight for the cause of 
Cancer elimination in the 
society.

Amongst many dis-
eases, cancer is one of the 
prevailing at a very high 
rate due to modern life 
style. The disease is one 
of the most confusing, 

Dimapur, Feb. 6 (EMN): District 
Election Officer, Dimapur Sushil 
Kumar Patel has informed all gov-
ernment servants requisitioned 
for election duty to the 13thNaga-
land Legislative Assembly under 
Dimapur district to avail Form 12 
(application for postal ballot) at 
Revenue branch 1st Floor, Deputy 
Commissioner’s office, Dimapur.

The circular informed all per-
sonnel drafted for election duty 
and desirous to vote through postal 
ballot to collect Form 12 from the 
mentioned address and submit the 

completed form on or before Feb. 
10 along EPIC or service ID card and 
election duty appointment order.

While observing that many ap-
plicants have submitted Form 12 
without the requisite documents 
or without indicating sl. no. part no. 
and account details, DEO has cau-
tioned that such incomplete appli-
cations are liable to be rejected for 
issue of postal ballot. Therefore, all 
personnel in concern are requested 
to ensure that the submitted forms 
are completed with the requisite 
documents.

Dimapur, Feb. 6 (EMN): 
As part of monthly activ-
ity, Urban Primary Health 
Centre (UPHC) Burma 
Camp and Duncan Bosti 
under National Urban 
Health Mission (NUHM) 
program conducted a 
free health camps at 
Power House, Zakiesatuo 
colony, NST, Eros Lane, 
Walford, and Notun Bosti 
in the month of January. 
A press release from the 
health centre on Mon. 
informed about the pro-
gramme.

Altogether 455 pa-
tients underwent health 
checkups and were given 
consultations and medi-
cine free of cost, the or-
ganisers said.

In addition various 
blood tests, counseling 
on important issues such 
as ANC/PNC check up, 

Dimapur, Feb. 6 (EMN): Based on spe-
cific information about the extortion 
activities been carried out in Kohima, 
the Kohima battalion of Assam Rifles 
on Feb. 6 apprehended one suspect 
from Kohima. A press release from the 
AR authority on Tuesday informed.

The apprehended individual was 
identified Lalan Sharma son of Brah-
mdev Sharma, a shopkeeper at BOC 
in Kohima. 

Seven receipts of FGN (Chakesang 
region), four business establishment 
contributions, six cash receipts of 
NSCN (K), two work permits of NSCN 
(IM) and one immigrant ID card (FGN) 
were found from his possession, the 
press release informed. 

The accused along with seized 
items is said to have been handed over 
to South Police Station, Kohima.

the the sector magistrate 
and the district admin-
istration will be behind 
the polling personnel  to 
assist and protect them 
provided the polling per-
sonnel discharge their 
duty according to the 
norms and guidelines of 
the ECI, he said.

The DC also informed 
about shortage of man-
power and vehicles in 
the district. He directed 
HoDs and officers to sub-
mit their official attached 
vehicle along with com-
plete incumbency list of 
employees to the DC & 
DEO office immediately. 

Further, he appealed 
to officers to cooperate 
and render uncondition-
al support to the elec-
tion machinery which 
required collective effort 
for smooth conduct of 
election. He also briefed 
on postal ballot proc-
ess and procedure to the 
members. 

No officer must avoid 
the responsibility as-
signed, the DEO added. 

commonly misdiagnosed, 
and poorly understood en-
tities because of the loca-
tion of the involved area, it 
informed.

North East India is a hot 
bed of cancer incidence. 
The top three cancers in 

Nagaland among male are 
Nasopharynx, Stomach and 
Oesophagus, and among 
females they are Cervix, 
Stomach and Breast. Inci-
dence rate of Cancer Na-
sopharynx among males in 
Nagaland is very high (21 

per lakh population) and 
is only next to the high-
est incidence in the world 
which is in China (26.9).
Due to this dreadful killer 
many precious lives have 
been lost in Nagaland, the 
press release stated.

immunization, proper 
nutrition and others were 
given by nurses.

The two centers are 
stated to have coverage 
of 23 wards in urban Di-

mapur and have been 
conducting free medical 
camps and Urban Health 
Nutrition Day (UHND) 
every month within its 
jurisdiction. 
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Participants of the Peace Festival after the programme at Sumi Baptist Church Zunheboto (SBCZ) on 
February 3.
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ABAM executive secretary Dr. Rev. Mar Astongchanger along with the president of Watsu Mungdang and 
her team, EAC Mokokchung Hq, EAC Ongpangkong, Reserve DSP Mokokchung and SPDO Mokokchung 
destroying the seized liquors on February 6.

EM Images

State governor PB Acharya along with Dr. Temsula during the launching of textbook in Kohima on February 6.
EM Images

The accused Rajesh Singh in 
police custody.

SCERT launches textbook on heritage studies Naga scholars seek ECI’s 
intervention on state elections

CTC organises peace 
festival in Zunheboto

Seized liquor destroyed in Mokokchung NPF Wokha holds 
dedication programme

NNC opposes piecemeal solution

One held with liquor

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 6 (EMN): 
With the primary objec-
tive to preserve, protect 
and promote Naga her-
itage, the State Council 
of Educational Research 
and Training (SCERT) has 
launched a textbook se-
ries titled ‘The Nagaland 
Heritage Studies,’ which 
will be introduced to all 
the schools in Nagaland.

The book was 
launched by state gover-
nor PB Acharya at SCERT, 
Kohima, on February 6 as 
the chief guest. 

Delivering a brief 
report on the project, 
SCERT director T Sekhose 
said it has come up with 

90 individual titles cover-
ing from Classes I-V in all 
the 17 dialects and one 
sub-dialect of the Reng-
ma tribe. Besides, he stat-
ed that the department 
has come up with a book 
for Class-V students titled 
‘Naga Heritage Studies in 
English,’ which will be in-
troduced for the first time 
this year replacing Alter-
native English in all the 
schools. 

Stating that the de-
partment has been moot-
ing the ideas of tapping 
into the richness of Naga 
cultures for a number of 
years, he said the project 
could kick-start only in 
2015, wherein it began to 

explore the possibilities of 
coming out with a sepa-
rate vernacular textbook as 
an ideal platform to learn 
about our own cultures.

In partnership with 
school education in over 
50 workshops, he said 
the department had col-
lected stories about Naga 
culture with the inputs of 
the 17 tribal organisations 
and various tribal litera-
ture committees.

Despite Nagaland be-
ing blessed with rich cul-
tural legacy, he rued that 
‘for a very long time we 
have recognised the fact 
that as a government and 
as a department we have 
not been able to tap the 

KG-2301 

richness of our culture.’
Sekhose expressed 

hope it will be able to 
complete the entire se-
ries covering the elemen-
tary stage including for 
students from Classes 
VI-VIII. He was optimis-
tic that it would be some-
thing of a legacy for the 
children to recognise the 
fact, uniqueness and rich 
culture of the Nagas and 
all its social attributes to 
have a strong, stable and 
vibrant society. 

Pressing on the need 
for preservation of the 
rich Naga cultural herit-
ages in the state, Acharya 
said the core basis of one’s 
identity is the mother 
tongue. He also stressed 
on the importance of ap-
preciating and promoting 
the cultural richness of 
every tribe and commu-
nity. He also donated INR 
two lakh towards the pro-
motion and preservation 
of the rich Naga cultural 
heritage.

Noted academician, 
Dr. Temsula Ao, in her re-
marks about the textbook, 
pointed out that any dis-
course on Naga identity, 
history and culture has to 
rely on oral traditions as 
we do not have any indig-
enous written accounts 

about ourselves.
While emphasising on 

the importance of trans-
lating oral tradition into 
‘foreign’ language, which 
becomes necessary in the 
modern context when 
we are trying to establish 
our credentials among 
nations of the world, she 
however, cautioned on 
the hazardous factors of 
‘internal displacement’ of 
meanings in the original. 

She noted that there 
is often the temptation of 
embellishment, exaggera-
tion and romanticising of 
native lores, which must 
be guarded against and 
that when oral tradition 
‘progresses’ to literature, 
it undergoes an aesthetic 
change; a kind of de-
construction takes place 
within a given tale or story 
or idiom when it is used 
as a metaphor/critique by 
the writer to comment on 
contemporary issues. 

She has appreciated 
the department on their 
venture.

The textbook is printed 
in Tenyidie, Lotha, Sümi, 
Nthenyi, Yimchunger, 
Kuki, Chokri, Liangmai, 
Nzokhwen, Sangtam, Ao, 
Chang, Khiamniungan, 
Phom, Pochury, Kuzhale, 
Konyak and Zeme.

Dimapur, Feb. 6 (EMN): 
A dedication pro-
gramme for NPF intend-
ing candidate from 38 
Wokha assembly con-
stituency, Dr. R Chum-
ben, was held at Wokha 
village play ground on 
February 6 with the par-
ticipation of thousands 
of supporters.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Dr. R. Chumben 
Murry has appreciated 
all the supporters and 
well-wishers for their 
presence and urged to 
be more pro-active to 
ensure victory of the 
party.

The invocation 
prayer was pronounced 
by Chiben Humtsoe, as-
sociate pastor WVBC, 
while the welcome ad-
dress was delivered by 
S Yanphamo Tungoe, 
chairman WVC.

Dedication prayer 
was offered by O Thung-
bemo Kikon, pastor 
WVBC, while special 
song was presented by 
Nchumbemo & Co and 
the vote of thanks was 
delivered by Mhont-
hung Erui, president 
NPF Wokha village unit. 
The benediction prayer 
was said by Lumchio 
Murry, deacon WVBC.

NPF 38 Wokha AC 
clarifies
The Naga People’s Front 
(NPF) 38 Wokha A/C has 
refuted the press state-
ment made by Woshomo 
Pius Ezung, president 
JD(U) 38 Wokha, on the 
election related violence 
in Wokha town and the 
subsequent FIR lodged 
against the damage of ve-
hicles and involving the 
NPF intending candidate.

On the contrary, the 
NPF 38 Wokha AC presi-
dent Yiben Tungoe and 
general secretary Thung-
bemo Tsanglao have ac-
cused the rival group of 
planting IED at Wokha 
village Eloe Hoho office 
kitchen on February 4 
which was discovered be-
fore explosion.

To substantiate its 
claim, NPF stated that 
the Wokha village coun-
cil had lodged an FIR at 
Wokha Police Station on 
the same day. 

It also accused the 
supporters of rival group 
of attempting to murder 
Renbithung on January 
18. 

The NPF 38 Wokha 
AC has appealed to all 
right thinking citizens to 
condemn such act of ter-
rorism.

Dimapur, Feb. 6 (EMN): 
The Naga Scholars’ As-
sociation (NSA) had an 
audience with the Chief 
Election Commissioner 
of India Om Prakash Ra-
wat and his colleagues on 
February 2 to apprise him 
and seek intervention on 
the issues pertaining to 
deferment of Nagaland 
state assembly elections 
at the backdrop of the 
Naga people’s desire for 
an early solution to the 
protracted Indo-Naga po-
litical problem. 

In the representa-
tion to the Chief Election 
Commissioner of India, 
the delegation made it 
clear the prevailing grim 
situation in Nagaland af-
ter the Naga people’s col-
lective decision for defer-
ment of election. It was 
clearly put forward that 
the election commission, 
being an independent 

constitutional author-
ity on election matters, is 
bound to take cognizance 
of the ground reality in 
Nagaland and respect the 
sentiment of the Naga 
people for whom, by 
whom and of whom elec-
tion should be conduct-
ed. The delegation also 
cautioned that should 
the Government of India 
decide to impose elec-
tion in Nagaland ignor-
ing the expressed desire 
of the people, the process 
and outcome of the elec-
tion would be against the 
democratic norm. 

The delegation also 
submitted the represen-
tation of the Core Com-
mittee of Nagaland Tribal 
Hohos and Civil Organi-
sations (CCNTHCO) to 
the Chief Election Com-
missioner of India on 
“Deferment of election 
for Nagaland announced 

on January 18, 2018, in the 
interest of peace and tran-
quillity” at the request of 
the core committee. 

A joint press release 
issued by the association 
president Dr. Zuchamo 
Yanthan and the joint 
secretary Dr. Lungthu-
iyang Riamei have 
stated that the Chief 
Election Commissioner 
of India along with his 
five colleagues, after 
patient hearing to the 
presentation of the del-
egation, responded that 
the commission would 
look into the representa-
tion and take necessary 
steps. The commission 
also assured that they 
would examine the rep-
resentation and assess 
the ground situation 
pertaining to Nagaland 
state assembly election 
2018 and convey to the 
delegation if necessary.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Feb. 6 
(EMN): The Clark Cen-
tre for Peace Research 
and Action (CCPRA), a 
department under Clark 
Theological College 
(CTC), has organised 
“Peace Festival” on the 
theme “Building peace, 
the gift of God,” which 
was hosted by Sumi Bap-
tist Church Zunheboto 
(SBCZ) on February 3.

CCPRA programme 
coordinator, Imtiwala 
Imchen, delivering the 
welcome address and 
introductory note, stated 
that CCPRA strives to en-
large the vision of peace-
building through differ-
ent activities.

She also added that 
“Peace Festival” is one 
of the important events 
that focus on witnessing 
the message of reconcili-
ation and peace- build-
ing among the people 
engulfed with violence, 
corruption, hatred and 
conflict.

Greetings were con-
veyed by the senior pas-
tor of SBCZ, Rev. Yevito 
Zhimo and CTC principal 
Rev. Dr. Marnungsang.   

The programme en-
capsulated the message 
of peace through en-
chanting songs, music 
and liturgical dance by 
CTC students, special 
presentations by the 
youth members of SBCZ. 

Prayer for peace was pro-
nounced by Rev. Dr. A 
Tali Ao, Lecturer, CTC.

A drama entitled 
“STOP” was enacted in 
Nagamese by the CTC 
students that showcased 
some of the major is-
sues that hide under the 
masks of hostility and 
religiosity of the present 
Naga society.

It attempted to bring 
to light the evils of patri-
archy, tribalism, faction-
alism, corruption, dis-
honesty and ignorance, 
which are slowly creating 
unrest in the land. The 
drama challenged the 
people to “Stop” being 
complacent and to voice 
out against such evils.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Feb. 6 
(EMN): The Mokokc-
hung district adminis-
tration today destroyed 
a total of 952 cases of 
liquors seized on Febru-
ary 4 night. The destruc-
tion of liquor was carried 
out under Mokokchung 
Police Station- I case no 

9/18 U/S 44 (e) Nagaland 
Liquor Total Prohibition 
Act, 1989 R/W 177 MV 
Act.

ABAM executive sec-
retary Dr. Rev. Mar As-
tongchanger, president 
of Watsu Mungdang and 
her team, EAC Mokok-
chung Hq, EAC Ong-
pangkong, Reserved 

DSP Mokokchung and 
SPDO Mokokchung were 
present at the destruc-
tion site.

Giving details, a state-
ment from the district 
administration stated 
that a total of 160 cases of 
whisky, 430 cases of rum 
and 362 cases of beer 
were destroyed.

Dimapur, Feb. 6 (EMN): 
Stating that seeking rec-
ognition of the Naga na-
tion by the UNO is the 
only remaining objective, 
Naga National Coun-
cil (NNC) has hit out at 
some ‘imposters and ren-
egade groups’ in pursuing 
piecemeal solution from 
the ‘enemy.’

While soliciting the 
inevitable coopera-
tion of the people, NNC 
joint secretary Acüyi 
Vadeo castigated at some 
present Nagas who are 
blindly wasting their valu-
able time and wealth for 
the ‘so called aimless so-
lution from the invaders 
by violating the famous 
Lakhuti resolution of April 
27, 1955. 

The Lakhuti resolu-
tion reads: “Any person or 
persons who in order to 
destroy or undermine the 

integrity and well-being 
of Nagaland, and who 
for this purpose act, abet 
or set up organizations 
against or oppose the Po-
litical, Administrative and 
Traditional Institutions of 
the Nation, or an attempt 
to do so, whether with or 
without the aid of anoth-
er country or countries, 
shall be deemed to have 
committed treason.” 

Vadeo also stated that 
seeking piecemeal solu-
tion from the enemy is 
against the will of God and 
against the sovereignty of 
the nation as the people 
have already sacrificed 
tens of thousands of lives 
in defence of the nation. 

He appealed not to 
unnecessarily shed blood, 
tears and sweat anymore 
but instead sacrifice all 
for the righteous cause of 
the Nation and build up 

Dimapur, Feb. 6 (EMN): 
Basing on specific inputs, 
Special Operation Team 
(SOT) of Dimapur police 
conducted a surprised 
raid at one shop in Metha 
colony and recovered 100 
cases of assorted liquor on 
February 5.

In this case connection 
one person identified as 
Rajesh Singh was arrested 
and a case vide Sub-Urban 
PS (Dmr) C/No. 005/18 
U/S 44 (a) NLTP Act has 
been registered. This was 
stated in a press release 
issued by the Dimapur ad-
ditional deputy commis-
sioner of police (crime). 

a prosperous nation for 
Christ together. He fur-
ther appealed to fear God 
and do their works ac-
cording to His will. 
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Nine AR troopers injured 
in twin blasts in Manipur

Three get NF railway awards for averting accident

Two NSCN (R) 
cadres nabbed 
in Arunachal

Manipur Catholic schools 
shut down after threats

RSS controlling chief secretary, DGP, says Tarun Gogoi

Manipur CM condemns blastImphal, Feb 6. (IANS): At least nine As-
sam Rifles troopers were injured, two 
of them critically, when two powerful 
bombs lobbed by unidentified persons 
inside their transit camp exploded here 
on Tuesday, police said.

Even as the injured were evacuated 
to hospital, officials did not allow me-
dia persons to enter the camp situated 
near the Police Commando Complex in 
Imphal. 

Top ranking police and other security 
officials rushed to the spot. No arrest had 
been made till the filing of the report. 

The transit camps are meant for As-
sam Rifles troopers who remain on the 
move in the line of duty. 

There have been several bomb at-
tacks on this transit camp in the past, 
though there has been no casualty. 

On Monday night, two Assam Rifles 
troopers were injured when two hand 
grenades exploded at the Polo Ground 
in the heart of Imphal city. Condemn-
ing the blasts, Chief Minister N. Biren 
Singh, who holds the home portfolio, 
said steps have been taken to stop the 
bomb attacks. 

Two hand grenades exploded near 
the Raj Bhavan ahead of the Republic 
Day celebrations.

Dimapur, Feb. 6 (EMN): 
Two railway staff namely 
Probir Sonowal, loco pilot/ 
goods/ New Guwahati, 
and Vikesh Kumar, assist-
ant loco pilot/ goods/ New 
Guwahati, and one villager 
namely Amar Dewri were 
conferred with General 
Manager’s Safety Awards 
alongwith with cash re-
wards by Lokesh Narayan, 
additional general manag-
er of NF Railway, for show-
ing exceptional alertness.

Probir Sonowal and 
Vikesh Kumar, while work-
ing by Up SCA F/G on De-
cember 7, 2017, noticed 
that an unknown person 
(a villager) trying to stop 
the train by hand ges-
ture. On seeing this, they 
applied the emergency 
brakes and managed to 
stop the train at KM 82/8-
9 between Sonuabari and 
Dharamtul station. They 
noticed a big rail fracture 
and averted a probable 
mishap.

Dimapur, Feb. 6 (EMN): Se-
curity forces have arrested 
two suspected NSCN (R) 
cadres identified as Chan-
nong Matcha and Jim-
reves Kimsing in Arunchal 
Pradesh. The two cadres 
were arrested by Jairampur 
battalion during an opera-
tion on February 6.

Security forces press re-
lease stated that one pis-
tol along with ammunition 
were recovered from their 
possession. It added that 
both the cadres have been 
an active member of the 
outfit since 2017 and indulg-
ing in extortion activities 
in Miao circle in Arunachal 
Pradesh.

It also mentioned that 
security forces had elimi-
nated two hardcore cadres, 
apprehended five cadres, 
and recovered large amount 
of arms, ammunitions and 
other warlike store last week 
during an operation in Aru-
nachal Pradesh. 

Imphal, Feb. 6 (IANS): All the Chris-
tian missionar y schools in and 
around Imphal, Manipur, remained 
shut indefinitely for the second day 
on Tuesday following threats from 
insurgents.

Manipur’s education minister T 
Radheshyam appealed to the insur-
gent group, Kangleipak Communist 
Party (Military Council) not to viti-
ate the academic atmosphere in the 
Catholic schools. 

Radheshyam said, “These educa-
tional institutes have been imparting 
formal education to over one lakh 
students in the state. There should 
not be any ban on these institutes in 
the larger interest of the students.”

Though the minister assured “ad-
equate security” and urged the par-
ents and school bus drivers to send 
the students to these institutes, the 
parents said they are not convinced.

The principals of some schools 
declined to disclose the demands of 
the insurgents but said the schools 
and colleges will be closed till the 
threats are withdrawn. 

Police sources said there is no 
progress in the investigation since 
the militants responsible for the 
present impasse have not been ac-

counted for. 
Meanwhile, several students’ 

organisations have appealed to the 
KCP (MC) to lift the ban on Ruda 
Academy, a school in Manipur. They 
also said that there should not be any 
restrictions on All Manipur Students 
Union.

All the 72 Catholic schools, 17 
higher secondary schools and three 
colleges in the state remained closed 
from Monday without any prior no-
tice. On Monday morning, parents 
and drivers of school buses said 
that as usual they had brought the 
students to the schools but the gates 
were not open. 

A principal of a school, located in 
the heart of the Imphal, had said, “We 
have received threats from some uni-
dentified persons to shut down. We 
had the Hobson’s choice. The schools 
shall not be opened till the threats to 
the schools are withdrawn.”

The threat is not an empty one as 
in the past there have been bloody 
incidents. Over eight persons, in-
cluding two principals in Imphal and 
Sugnu, had been gunned down. The 
government has so far not beefed up 
security measures in these mission-
ary schools.

Campaigning for Tripura assembly polls gains momentum
Agartala, Feb. 6 (IANS): 
With assembly polls in Left-
ruled Tripura less than two 
weeks away, the high-pitch 
campaigning is set to gain 
further momentum as top 
leaders are scheduled to 
come to canvass for their 
parties.

Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
(BJP) Tripura unit spokes-
man Mrinal Kanti Deb said 
that Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi will address two 
election rallies in northern 
and western Tripura on 
Thursday while Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley, sev-
eral other Union Ministers 
and top BJP leaders includ-
ing party President Amit 
Shah will also campaign.

Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh, Information 
and Broadcasting and Tex-
tile Minister Smriti Irani, 
the Chief Ministers of par-
ty-ruled Assam, Manipur, 
Nagaland, Uttar Pradesh, 
and Jharkhand, BJP’s Na-
tional General Secretary 

Ram Madhav, and Assam 
minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma, who is BJP’s elec-
tion in-charge for Tripura, 
have also campaigned or 
will soon do so.

On the other hand, the 
ruling Communist Party of 
India-Marxist (CPI-M) will 
seen its General Secretary 
Sitaram Yechury, politburo 
members Prakash Karat, 
Brinda Karat, Biman Bose, 
Subhashini Ali, and West 
Bengal State Secretary Sur-
jya Kanta Mishra already 
addressing many election 
rallies across the northeast-
ern border state.

Congress President Ra-
hul Gandhi, former Prime 
Minister  Manmohan 
Singh, former Assam Chief 
Minister Tarun Gogoi, Pu-
ducherry Chief Minister V 
Narayanasamy, Congress 
MP Jyotiraditya Scindia, 
party’s Rajasthan unit chief 
Sachin Pilot will be among 
other leaders who will start 
campaigning in the state 

from Wednesday.
Congress’ state unit 

Vice President Tapas Dey 
said that their election 
manifesto will be released 
within a week, while BJP 
spokesman Deb said that 
Jaitley will release the BJP’s 
“Vision Document” for 
Tripura here on February 
12.

The CPI-M-led Left 
Front already released 
their election manifesto 
on January 30.

Meanwhile, CPI-M 
State Secretary Bjjan Dhar 
claimed that while poll 
panel officials were dem-
onstrating the function-
ing of EVMs and VVPATs 
in Ampi constituency in 
southern Tripura, a button 
pressed against a particular 
symbol showed another 
symbol getting the vote.

In the 60-member 
house, the CPI-M has 
fielded 57 candidates leav-
ing one seat each to its Left 
Front partners Communist 

Party of India, Forward 
Bloc and Revolutionary 
Socialist Party.

The BJP is contest-
ing from 51 seats, leav-
ing nine seats for its elec-
toral ally, the Indigenous 
People’s Front of Tripura, 
which has been agitating 
for a separate state con-
taining Tripura Tribal Ar-
eas Autonomous District 
Council.

Congress has nomi-
nated candidates in all 60 
constituencies. However, 
one of their official nomi-
nee (Sukumar Chandra 
Das) in Kakraban-Shal-
garha seat (reserved) on 
Saturday night joined the 
BJP after withdrawing his 
candidature.

West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee’s 
Trinamool Congress has 
nominated 24 candidates.

Elections would be 
held on February 18 and 
counting of votes would 
take place on March 3.

Guwahati, Feb. 6 (PTI): 
Former Assam chief min-
ister Tarun Gogoi today 
alleged that the state’s 
chief secretary VK Pip-
ersenia and director gen-
eral of police Mukesh Sa-
hay are fully controlled 
by the RSS, which is run-
ning the government at 
present.

Both Pipersenia and 
Sahay took over as the 
chief secretary and the 
DGP of Assam in 2015 
when Gogoi was the chief 
minister.

“The government is 
run by Pipersenia, the 
DGP and a few more offic-
ers. Pipersenia and DGP 
are fully controlled by 
the RSS. Otherwise, why 
would the chief secretary 
go and meet the RSS?” 
Gogoi said at a press con-
ference inside Assam As-
sembly premises.

However, he did not 
mention any specific 
meeting between the 
chief secretary and RSS 

Congress boycotts tea party 
The opposition Congress 
today gave the traditional 
photo op and tea party a 
miss on the inauguration 
of the budget session of 
the Assam assembly al-
leging that attempts were 
made to “saffronise” the 
premises of the House.

The party did not re-
spond to the speaker’s in-
vitation to a group photo 
session with the governor, 
whose speech on the first 
day of the session was dis-

rupted by the opposition.
Congress MLA Abdul 

Khaleque alleged that at-
tempts were being made 
to “safronise the assembly 
and the colours of only 
one party’s flag were used 
to decorate the premises”.

“We are boycotting the 
photo session and the tea 
party in protest,” he said.

Tents of saffron and 
green - also the colours of 
the BJP flag - were erect-
ed in the Central Hall of 

the Assembly and on the 
compound, but were re-
moved this morning after 
it was reported widely by 
local TV news channels 
last night.

Responding to the 
allegation, Assam as-
sembly speaker Hiten-
dra Nath Goswami said 
in the House: “I did not 
know about this. When I 
reached home last night, I 
saw it on TV. Then imme-
diately I asked to remove 

Manipur budget received with mixed reactions

INR 103.03 lakh for DC’s vehicles in Manipur

Our Correspondent 
Imphal, Feb. 6 (EMN): Manipur state 
budget which was tabled in the ongo-
ing state assembly here on Monday has 
evoked mixed reaction from the experts 
in the state.

Most experts felt that the budget which 
was presented by the deputy chief minister 
Y Joykumar, who holds finance portfolio in 
the assembly, was a positive budget con-
sidering the state’s economy. The budget 
estimate of INR 13,733.62 crores (including 
INR 5602.56 crores for pay and pensions) 
was presented for the year 2018-19.

“We are aware that Manipur is cur-
rently facing shortage of resources over 
the last decade,” says Reader Dr. Thiyam 
Bharat Singh of Centre for the Study of 
Social Exclusion & Inclusive Policy (CS-
SEIP), Manipur University. “This budget 
accords priority to education, health, skill 
development programmes and tourism 
by proposing higher expenditure on these 
sectors.”

Dr. Bharat however added that the 
budget does not mention about the Act East 
Policy which are currently being discussed 
in public forums. The most stagnant part 
of the budget was that it does not explore 

on the mobilisation of internal resources 
by revising own-tax and non-tax revenues. 
However, it determines to provide the 
matching share for centrally sponsored 
schemes, he felt.

According to Prof. Damudar Nepram 
of Economics department, Manipur Uni-
versity, the budget gives more focus on 
austerity steps and therefore may not be 
able to fulfil the expectation of the general 
public.

Prof Nepram felt that the demand for 
implementation of the 7th pay commis-
sion was not reflected in the state budget 
2018-19. He added that it also shows the 
state has very limited resources.

Various bodies of the state govern-
ment employees have been demanding 
implementation of the 7th pay commission 
recommendations in the state.

The state finance minister Joykumar 
clarified that the state government is cur-
rently in the process of working out the 
feasibility and financial implication on 
the implementation of the 7th Central 
Pay Commission in the state. The state re-
quires a sum of INR 1400 crore annually to 
implement the new pay scale of the 98,000 
state employees.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 6 (EMN): Ma-
nipur deputy chief min-
ister Y Joykumar Singh 
on Tuesday said that an 
amount of INR 103.03 la-
khs was sanctioned for 
purchase of seven vehicles 
for DCs of the seven newly 
created districts including 
Pherzawl.

Joykumar, who holds 
the finance portfolio, was 
responding to a ques-
tion by Congress MLA Dr. 
Chaltonlien Amo during 
the third day of the ongoing 
4th session of the 11th Ma-
nipur Legislative Assembly 
which is scheduled to con-
clude on February 23.

In addition, the total 
fund allocated so far for 
the district administra-
tion in respect of Pherzawl 
district was INR 271.33 
lakhs of which INR 202.63 
lakhs comprises the salary 
component, he said and 
added that the budgetary 

provision(s) for adminis-
tration of Pherzawl district 
for 2017-18 was INR 271.33 
lakhs.

Replying to another 
question raised by op-
position Congress MLA O 
Henry, Joykumar said that 
the state government is 
currently in the process of 
working out the feasibility 
and financial implication 
on the implementation of 
the 7th Central Pay Com-
mission in the State.

“The time for imple-
mentation of 7th Central 
Pay Commission recom-
mendation in the State 
cannot be ascertained at 
this juncture, as it will de-
pend on both the tech-
nical findings of the Fit-
ment Committee and the 
resource position of the 
State,” he added.

Meanwhile reacting to 
MLA O Surjakumar’s ques-
tion on the Memoran-
dum of Understandings 

(MoU) signed between 
the state government and 
private firms/ companies 
etc, and about the vol-
ume of investments and 
profit sharing, commerce 
and industries minister Th 
Biswajit said altogether 39 
MOUs were signed during 
the North East Develop-
ment Summit held from 
November 21-22, 2017.

On the subject of de-
tails on the volume of in-
vestment and profit shar-
ing, Biswajit said that the 
volume of investments 
indicated in the MoUs are 
only indicative and initial 
projections are subject to 
variations as the invest-
ments details, activities, ac-
tion plans etc. are yet to be 
finalised. He said the profit 
sharing can be estimated 
only after the quantum of 
investments, including the 
details of the investments, 
activities, action plans, etc. 
are finalised.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 6 (EMN): Manipur 
chief minister N Biren Singh on 
Tuesday strongly condemned the 
hand grenade explosion in Imphal 
wherein two Assam Rifles person-
nel sustained injury.

Biren was presenting a state-
ment on the grenade explosion 
incident that took place at the 
polo ground, the oldest living polo 
ground, located in the heart of Im-
phal town around 5.30 pm during 
the day’s assembly session.

Appealing to the public to bear 
with the inconveniences while the 
security forces conducts checking 
and frisking, he also informed the 
house that the government has 
taken up necessary steps to avoid 
such incidents in future.

Sources said the incident took 
place when the Assam Rifles per-
sonnel were reportedly collecting 
items used in the ongoing 15th 
Director General Assam Rifles 
Sentinel Cup Equestrian champi-
onship 2018 and 9th Junior state 

equestrian championship. The 
championship is scheduled to 
conclude on Tuesday.

The injured personnel - Man-
bahadur Limb (38) of Sikkim 
and Uttamkumar Pun (52) of 
Mizoram have been evacuated 
to nearby hospital for their treat-
ment, sources added. Both the 
personnel sustained minor injury 
on their shoulder and hand.

Police sources believed that 
suspected ultras might have 
hurled the grenade from the road. 
However, there is no report of ar-
resting any suspects till the report 
goes to the press. At the same 
time, none of the armed group 
operating in the state had claimed 
responsibility for the incident.

Imphal had already witnessed 
twin bomb explosions near M Sec-
tor located on the eastern side of 
the polo ground in Imphal on Janu-
ary 15 evening this year wherein 
one 50-year-old sweeper of Imphal 
Municipal Corporation identified 
as Y Subita Devi was injured.

PTI

Former chief minister of Assam Tarun Gogoi along with Congress MLAs displays placards during a protest at the state Assembly in Guwahati 
on Tuesday. 

(Extreme right) Amar Dewri, the villager from Bargaon, Dharamtul, being awarded at NF Railway 
headquarters.

In recognition of their 
meritorious service for 
preventing accident, both 
of them were awarded 
with cash award of INR 

2,500 each along with a 
certificate.

Amar Dewri, a resident 
of Bargaon, Dharamtul, 
who noticed the rail crack 

was also awarded with a 
cash reward of INR 5,000 
and a certificate for show-
ing alertness leading to 
averting of a rail accident.

it as we did not want to 
hurt anyone.” 

The budget session 
will conclude on April 6.

Later, at a press con-
ference in the Assembly 
complex, Leader of the 
Opposition Debabrata 
Saikia said the Assembly 
is above party politics and 
it is unfortunate that the 
government wanted to 
spread its “ill motives” by 
neglecting the speaker.

“Also, an old tradi-
tion was broken today. 
We used to have tea after 
the governor’s speech to-
gether in the Central Hall 
with all MLAs, officials, 
journalists, staff of the 
Assembly and security 
personnel.

“But this time, they 
made arrangements for 
MLAs and senior bureau-
crats in the Central Hall, 
while journalists and 
other people were served 
tea outside in the open. 
This is discriminatory. We 
boycotted the tea party for 
this also,” he added.

Former Chief Minister 
Tarun Gogoi said journal-
ists are an integral part of 
democracy and they have 
always been functioning 
together with the mem-
bers of the House.

“The government is 
run by the RSS, not by the 
chief minister or Himanta 
(Biswa Sarma). It is a mat-
ter of big concern that 
they (RSS) are now trying 
to capture the assembly,” 
Gogoi alleged at the press 
conference.

He said he is not op-
posed to Hindutva, but 
is strictly against dividing 
people in its name.

Senior Congress MLA 
Rakibul Hussain said the 
All India United Dem-
ocratic Front accepted 
the tea party invitation 
and went ahead with the 
photo session, showing 
that “they support saf-
fronisation.”

leaders.
The veteran Congress 

leader said the intelli-
gence did not inform him 
about the bureaucrat’s 
proximity to the RSS 
when he was appointed 
at this post.

“Even Himanta (Biswa 
Sarma) had said to Rahul 
Gandhi in my presence 
that I had appointed an 
RSS man as chief secre-

tary. I did not realise it 
then. The way Himanta 
cheated me, Pipersenia 
also did the same to me,” 
Gogoi claimed.

Biswa Sarma had quit 
the Congress and joined 
the BJP before the Assem-
bly election in 2016.

Pipersenia was a de-
serving officer that was 
why he was made the 
chief superseding an-

other officer, he said. “But 
we did not consider his 
RSS relation then,” Gogoi 
said.

Talking about the up-
date process of the Na-
tional Register of Citizens, 
he alleged that religious 
and linguistic minori-
ties were left out in large 
numbers from the first 
draft, signalling a “gov-
ernment conspiracy”.
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Gold demand in India 
grew to 727 tonnes in 2017

Tokyo, Feb. 6 (PTi): Bitcoin 
plunged 20% to a three-month 
low today, its latest sharp loss fol-
lowing a series of setbacks for the 
cryptocurrency that, with a col-
lapse across global mainstream 
markets adding to the selling.

The virtual currency fell to 
$6,190 for the first time since 
mid-November, according to 
Bloomberg News, and represents 
the latest hammering for a unit 
that saw a stratospheric 26-fold 
rise last year.

Today’s collapse comes just 
six weeks after bitcoin hit a record 
high of $19,511, fuelled by a flood 
of speculators looking to make 
a quick buck, with warnings it 
could fall another 50 per cent.

Since those heady days the 
cryptomarket — which includes 

dozens of other units — has been 
pounded by news of crackdowns 
by governments including in 
China, Russia and South Korea, 
one of the biggest markets for the 
sector.

On Thursday, India said it 
would “take all measures to 
eliminate” cryptocurrencies’ use 
as part of a payment system and 
in funding illegitimate activities, 
while Japanese authorities raided 
a virtual currency exchange after 
it lost $530 million to hackers.

Central bank in Europe, Japan 
and the United States have also 
flagged concerns about the unit 
and this week saw several com-
mercial lenders say they would 
stop allowing their customers to 
buy bitcoin through their credit 
cards owing to debt concerns.

Stephen Innes, head of trad-
ing for Asia Pacific at Oanda, said 
“the dynamics behind the moves 
are regulatory clampdowns and 
investors losing confidence in 
crypto”.

The sell-off on Tuesday was 
exacerbated by crushing losses 
on world stock markets, with the 
Dow on Wall Street suffering its 
biggest one-day points loss and 
wiping out all its 2018 gains.

The global rout comes as pan-
icked investors fret over rising US 
borrowing costs, leading them 
to cash in profits after a stellar 
couple of months that have seen 
many indexes hit record or all-
time highs.

Equities have enjoyed months 
of surges fuelled by optimism 
over the US economy, corporate 

earnings and the global outlook.
But while traders have been 

piling into equities, pushing 
many global indexes to record 
or multi-year highs, there has 
been growing concern on trading 
floors about elevated US Treasury 
bond yields — at four-year highs 
— and the likelihood of fresh Fed-
eral Reserve interest rate hikes.

“The risk-off tone is hitting 
Bitcoin almost as hard as a glo-
bal regulator and bank scrutiny,” 
said Greg McKenna, chief market 
strategist at AxiTrader. “The latest 
dent to the Cryptospace has been 
banks saying they are shutting 
down the ability of clients to buy 
bitcoin with their cards.”

“This could end up a full round 
trip back into the $1,850/$2,966 
region.”

new Delhi, Feb. 6 (iAns): 
As many as 884 compa-
nies are being probed 
in various money laun-
dering cases and assets 
worth Rs 5,000 crore 
have been attached as 
part of investigations 
initiated under the Pre-
vention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA), Par-
liament was informed 
on Tuesday

In a written reply to 
the Rajya Sabha, Minis-
ter of State for Corporate 
Affairs P.P. Chaudhary, 
however, also said that 
not a single company 
had been deregistered 
till date on charges of 
money laundering.

He said that 884 com-
panies are under investi-
gation in various money 
laundering cases, and 
probes against these 
firms had resulted in at-
tachment of assets worth 
Rs 5,066.3 crore and fil-
ing of 58 prosecution 
cases under the PMLA. 

The Minister’s reply 
also noted that the regis-
trations of over 2.26 lakh 

Mumbai, Feb. 6 (iAns): 
The bears were unleashed 
in the Indian equity mar-
kets for the sixth consecu-
tive session on Tuesday 
following a massive global 
sell-off, which marked the 
steepest intra-day fall of 
the key equity indices -- 
with the Sensex shedding 
a staggering 1,200 points 
before recovering by over 
700 points -- in almost 
two-and-a-half years.

At their lowest points, 
the two main indices of 
the Indian equity market 
-- S&P BSE Sensex and 
NSE Nifty50 -- plunged 
by around 3.30 per cent 
each.The Indian indices 
receded in-line with their 
global peers -- Nikkei, 
Hang Seng, Shaghai, Tai-
pei, Seoul and Singapore 
-- all of which ended low-
er following an overnight 
downward correction in 
Dow Jones by over 1,100 
points. 

However, the free fall 
was arrested and some-
what reversed by value 
buying towards the end of 
the trade session.

The barometer 30-
scrip Sensitive Index 
(Sensex) of the BSE recov-
ered by over 700 points 
from its day’s low at 
33,482.81 points.

The Sensex closed at 
34,195.94 points -- down 
561.22 points or 1.61 per 
cent -- from its previous 
close at 34,757.16 points. 

Similarly, the wider 
Nifty50 of the National 
Stock Exchange bounced 
back over 200 points 
from its day’s low to close 
trade at 10,498.25 points 
-- down 168.30 points or 
1.58 per cent.

“Tracking global sell-
off, both the Nifty and 
Sensex fell nearly 3.5 per 
cent (intra-day), their 
biggest fall since August 
2015,” Dhruv Desai, Di-
rector and Chief Operat-
ing Officer of Tradebulls, 
told IANS.

“Overnight, the Dow 
Jones fell over 1,100 
points, its biggest fall 
since six-and-half years 
after US wage data on Fri-
day pointed to quicken-
ing inflation which may 
lead to higher rates by the 
US Federal Reserve,” he 
added.

Besides Tuesday’s fall, 
India’s key stock exchang-
es have dipped by almost 
five per cent since the Un-
ion Budget presentation 
on February 1, 2018. The 
Sensex fell by 1,769.08 
points and the Nifty50 by 
529.45 points during the 
last four sessions.

“Markets continued to 
correct sharply on Tues-
day. A bounce back from 
the lows helped to curb 
the losses,” Deepak Jasa-
ni, Head, Retail Research, 
HDFC Securities, told 
IANS. 

“Weakness in global 

Mumbai, Feb. 6 (iAns): Gold in India 
gained more shine in calendar year 2017 
with demand growing by 9.1 per cent to 
726.9 tonnes, said the World Gold Coun-
cil, a body of gold miners.

According to the Council’s latest gold 
demand trends report, the gold demand 
projection for 2018 in India is 700-800 
tonnes. In a statement issued here, the 
Indian chapter of World Gold Council 
said, the demand for gold grew in India 
to 726.9 tonnes last year up from 666.1 
tonnes in 2016. In the fourth quarter on 
2017, demand was up two per cent to 
249 tonnes, and within that jewellery de-
mand reached the highest fourth quarter 
level in 17-year series.

“This increase in demand was driven 
by a number of events, including lower 
gold prices coinciding with Dhanteras, 
a positive economic backdrop and im-
proved consumer sentiment, particu-
larly in the rural areas, as the effect of 
demonetisation wore off,” Somasunda-
ram PR, Managing Director, India World 
Gold Council was quoted as saying in the 
statement.

“The exemption of gold from PMLA 
(Prevention of Money Laundering Act) 
in the second half of 2017 also revived 

consumer purchases, helped by the 
transition to GST progressing along the 
expected lines,” he added.

Looking ahead, the 2018 Budget 
confirmed various positive initiatives 
for gold including the development of a 
comprehensive policy and the creation 
of a gold exchange.

As policy measures unfold, we are 
optimistic that demand for 2018 will sta-
bilise at 700-800 tonnes, he added.

According to World Gold Council, the 
total jewellery demand in India for 2017 
was up by 12 per cent at 562.7 tonnes as 
compared to 504.5 tonnes in 2016. The 
value of jewellery demand in 2017 was Rs 
148,100 crore, up from Rs 136,290 crore 
in 2016. Total investment demand for 
2017 was down up two per cent at 164.2 
tonnes in comparison to 161.6 tonnes 
in 2016. In value terms, gold investment 
demand was Rs 43,220 crore down form 
Rs 43,650 crore in 2016.

The total gold recycled in India in 
2017 was 88.4 tonnes as compared to 
79.5 tonnes in 2016, the statement said.

Globally the gold demand last year 
fell by seven per cent to 4,071 tonnes, 
compared to 2016, World Gold Council 
said.

Kolkata, Feb. 6 (iAns): 
Tata Steel is looking at Rs 
1,000 crore revenue over 
the next three years from 
its home solutions busi-
ness, an official said.

“Our revenue from 
retail interior steel home 
solutions in the current 
fiscal will be about Rs 200 
crore. We expect this to be 
Rs 1,000 crore in the next 

three years,” Tata Steel 
VP (Marketing and Sales) 
Peeyush Gupta said on 
Monday evening.

According to him, 
steel doors launched 
by the company under 
‘Pravesh’ brand has been 
doing well and emerging 
as the main revenue con-
tributor in the interior 
home solution products 

segment.
The company, now, 

has been selling about 
15,000 doors per month 
through 1,500 dealers 
across the country and 
the steelmaker remained 
bullish on the segment, 
he said, adding that steel 
windows solutions have 
been launched in select 
markets.

Bitcoin drops below $6,200 
for first time in three months

Tata Steel expects INR 1,000 cr. 
revenue by 2021 from home solutions

Global equities sell-off: Sensex 
recoups after 1,200-point fall 

884 firms being probed in money 
laundering cases: Government

MILITARY ENGINEER SERVICES 
Commander Works Engineer Shillong, SE Falls , Shillong- 11 on behalf of President of India 

invites online item rate bids on Single Stage Two Cover Bid System for the following work:- 

Srl 
No

Name of Work Estimated Cost Period of 
completion

Tender ID No

1. SPECIAL REPAIR TO 
ROAD AT UMROI MIL STN 
UNDER GE UMROI

29.90 Lakhs 6 Months 2018_MES_170030_1

For further detail refer web site eprocuremes.gov.in/eprocure.gov.in

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS 

DAVP/10102/11/2242/1718

MILITARY ENGINEER SERVICES 
Commander Works Engineer Shillong, SE Falls , Shillong- 11 on behalf of President of India 

invites online item rate bids on Single Stage Two Cover Bid System for the following work:- 

Srl 
No

Name of Work Estimated Cost Period of 
completion

Tender ID No

1. SPECIAL REPAIR TO HT 
OVERHEAD LINE FOR HT 
FEEDER UNDER GE NARANGI

14.50 Lakhs 6 Months 2018_MES_170031_1

For further detail refer web site eprocuremes.gov.in/eprocure.gov.in 

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS 

DAVP/10102/11/2243/1718

Whereas complaint has been made before me that 
accused Nijam Uddin S/o Ajejur Uddin of Kaptanpur P.S. 
Lakhimpur District Cachar, Assam has committed (or is 
suspected to have committed) the offence punishable u/s 
22 of NDPS Act 1985 and Sec.13 of Drug & Cosmetic 
Act 1940 and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest 
thereupon issued that the said accused cannot be found, 
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that 
the accused Nijam Uddin has absconded (or is concealing 
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant); 

Proclamation is hereby made that the accused Nijam 
Uddin s/o Ajejur Uddin of Kaptanpur P.S. Lakhimpur District 
Cachar, |Assam is required to appear before the court 
of Special Judge NDPS Nagaland Dimapur in connection 
with case No.NEC/ND/13/12 GR No. 493/12 to answer 
the said complaint on the 24.04.2018. 

Dated the 05.02.2018.
(S. HUKATO SWU) 
Special Judge NDPS 
Nagaland Dimapur

(See section 82 of Cr.P.C)

FORM No.4 
PROCLAMATION REQUIRING  

THE APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED 

D-5035

Ideal Plot Regd with Patta for 
residential with area 60,400 sqft. @ 
Rs.70/sqft at Medziphema ward-8 

near ADC Office building.
Interested may contact: 9856071489

K-1555

LAND FOR SALE

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF HIGHER EDUCATION

NAGALAND: KOHIMA

In the interest of student community and general public at large, the Department of Higher Education is hereby giving a press 
statement on the latest payment status of Post Matric scholarship for ST students of Nagaland.

Thus far, the Scheme Implementing Agency has received three installments from the Funding Agency i.e. Ministry of 
Tribal Affairs which are given below:

SL. 
NO Letter No & Date Amount (RS)

Central Share Letter No. & Date Amount (RS)
State Share Total Remarks

                             
1.

NO.20014/20/2012-Education, 
Government of India, Ministry 
of Tribal Affairs(Education) 
Section,Shastri Bhavan, New 
Delhi ,Dated 28th Dec.2016 (1st 
instalment, Admissible Central 
Share)

Rs.13,44,00,000

NO. EXPDR-B/32/2016-
17/BT/976 Government 
of Nagaland, Finance 
Deptt , Expenditure ‘B’ 
Branch Kma, Dated the 
4th Sept.2017.

Rs.1,49,33,000 
as 10% State 
matching share 
of the 1st instal-
ment

Rs.1,4,93,33,000

Utilized
(Payment done in the 
month of       Oct. 17)

  2.
NO.20014/20/2012-
Education,Government 
of India, Ministry of 
Tribal Affairs(Education) 
Section:Shastri Bhavan, New 
Delhi ,Dated 13th Dec.2017 (2nd 
instalment, Admissible Central 
Share)

Rs.6,01,00,000

NO. EXPDR-B/32/2017-
18/NL/107. Government 
of Nagaland, Finance 
Deptt , Expenditure ‘B’ 
Branch. Kma, Dated the 
19th Dec.2017.

Rs. 66,78,000  as 
10% State match-
ing share of the 2nd  
instalment  plus 
unspent balance 
of 2015-16 of Rs. 
. 2,08,82,000= 
2,75,60,000.

Rs.8,76,60,000.

Utilized
( Payment done in the 
month of Dec.17)

3. NO.20014/20/2012-Education, 
Government of India, Ministry 
of Tribal Affairs(Education) 
Section:Shastri Bhavan, New 
Delhi ,Dated 21st Dec.2017 (3rd  
instalment, Admissible Central 
Share)

Rs.13,00,00,000

NO. EXPDR-B/32/2017-
18/LS/111 Government 
of Nagaland, Finance 
Deptt , Expenditure ‘B’ 
Branch. Kma, Dated, the 
15th Jan.2018.

Rs. 1,44,44,000  
as 10% State 
matching share 
of the 3rd  instal-
ment

Rs. 14,44,44,000.

Utilized an amount of 
Rs. 14,44,14,295.  
( Payment done in the 
month Jan.18) bal-
ance of Rs. 29705 to 
be adjusted in the last 
instalment payment.

4.  Total: Rs.32,45, 00,000 Total: Rs.5,69,37,000. Rs.38,14,37,000 Rs.38,14,07,295

Out of the total amount received in three instalments i.e. Rs.38,14,37,000/-, the     implementing department could utilize only 
Rs.38,14,07,295 /- (Rupees thirty eight crore fourteen lakh  seven thousand two hundred ninety five only) in making 
necessary  payment of Post Matric Scholarship to 32749 ST students beneficiaries for the year 2016-2017 period, for which it 
was sanctioned.  The remaining balance amount of Rs. 29,705/- (Rupees Twenty nine thousand seven hundred five) shall 
be adjusted in the final phase/ instalment payment. 

It is to be informed that, the State Government is yet to receive Rs.7,71,73,310/- ( Rupees Seven crore seventy one 
lakh seventy three thousand three hundred ten only) in making necessary scholarship payment to 11335 ST deserving 
students  of Nagaland for the year 2016-17.  As soon as the Ministry releases the Amount, the implementing Agency shall do 
the necessary payment to the remaining deserving students.

The list of beneficiaries and the amount credited into students account is available in the Directorate’s website .i.e. 
highereducation nagaland.gov.in. Students who are availing the said scheme or schemes that are being implemented by the 
said Department may call the office for any clarification and doubt during the office hour.

SD/- ADDL.DIRECTOR
HIGHER EDUCATION

NAGALAND: KOHIMA
Issued by DIPR

REPORT ON POST MATRIC SCHOLARSHIP FOR ST STUDENTS OF NAGALAND FOR THE YEAR 2016-17

KG-2303

NO.HED/SCHO-1/2016/    Kohima: Dated, the 6th Feb. 2018

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. LAXMI SONAR W/O LT. KUMAR SINGH SONAR, Pensioner 
resident of Kezieke North Block, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession 
Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/
operate/transfer his/her Late husband-Pension P.O.No. Pen/Com-22385/NL/
S/21837 of Treasury, Kohima (N). Bank A/C No.30410104502 SBI Main Branch, 
Kohima. Who expired on 29/12/2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 
1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/91/2018-11 Dated Kohima, the 5th Feb, 2018

KG-2302

DP
-3
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companies have been 
cancelled for remaining 
inactive for a period of 
two years, or more, as on 
December 2017.

Besides, over 3 lakh 
persons have been dis-
qualified for holding 
the post of director at 
registered companies 
that falied to comply 
with regulatory require-
ments. 

Of these directors, 
more than 2 lakh disqual-
ified directors were on 
the board of deregistered 
companies, Chaudhary 
added. 

equity markets added 
to the selling pressure in 
the Indian markets,” he 
added.

Market observers 
pointed-out that factors 
like the budgetary pro-
posal to tax long-term 
gains on shares and con-
cerns over the central gov-
ernment’s fiscal prudence 
measures amplified the 
global downturn. 

Vinod Nair, Head of 
Research, Geojit Finan-
cial Services, said: “Glo-
bal sell-off due to spike in 
global bond yield resulted 
a knee-jerk reaction in 
the domestic market. We 
are seeing an extended 
impact in the domestic 
market post the LTCG and 
fiscal deficit turmoil.”

“However, towards 
close market recouped 
some losses led by value 
buying on account of 
earnings growth expec-
tations. Anxiety about 
RBI policy and global 
market movement may 
influence investors to 
stay sideline.”
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Honour Beyond 
Honorific

T
he political circus that has been played 
out in the state since 2014 has not failed to 
amuse and entertain with the latest flip flop 
by the legislators of the ruling party. For 

some it has become a matter of utter frustration to 
watch their leaders indulge in such bickering to stay 
in power that cynicism has started to creep in. In the 
current tenure of the Nagaland Legislative Assembly, 
the guile that is displayed by the legislators may even 
put to shame the legendary Chanakya. 

The somewhat Naga version of Machiavellianism, 
of deceit and cunning, being played out in statecraft 
since the first Nagaland Legislative Assembly con-
tinues to take the main stage. Lack of ideology and 
guiding doctrines has been a major feature of all the 
political parties in the state. Pragmatism in politics 
with less ideological basis often termed as realpolitik 
also no doubt has objectives. In Nagaland the only 
pragmatism is to stay in power purely for the sake 
of staying in power. In the current tenure, going by 
the words of the legislators,  the Naga political issue, 
always united them bringing about a reshuffle. How-
ever,  portfolio distribution and prospects for next 
elections always divided them. The most dangerous 
outcome being the devaluing of the Naga issue in the 
face of the public. 

The unique scenario of electoral politics in the 
state with the tribal equation also forces the law-
makers to somehow stay in power to sustain the very 
expensive election campaigns. A plump portfolio 
therefore becomes a necessity and also welcomed 
by the electorates in many cases. However, beyond 
all these realities lies a thin line that Naga leaders 
should not cross. All is not fair in politics, at least in 
this age, although it is misconstrued. Moreover, for 
the Nagas there is an honour attached to one’s con-
duct that when crossed is not easily forgiven by the 
public. As is the case in the country all elected rep-
resentatives are given title of Honourable or Hon’ble 
when in office. With elections knocking, do the Naga 
legislators in the state have any honour left in them 
beyond the honorific. 

Saket Suman | IANS

God loves you and me—let’s love  
each other.

Linus Van Pelt, better known as simply “Linus,” was 
a mainstay in the Peanuts comic strip. Witty and 
wise, yet insecure, Linus constantly carried a secu-
rity blanket. We can identify. We have our fears and 

insecurities too.
The disciple Peter knew something about fear. When 

Jesus was arrested, Peter displayed courage by following 
the Lord into the courtyard of the high priest. But then he 
began to show his fear by lying to protect his identity (John 
18:15–26). He spoke disgraceful words that denied his 
Lord. But Jesus never stopped loving Peter and ultimately 
restored him (see John 21:15–19).

Peter’s emphasis on love in 1 Peter 4:8 came from one 
who had experienced the deep love of Jesus. And he, in 
turn, stressed the importance of love in our relationships 
with the words “above all.” The intensity of the verse con-
tinues with the encouragement to “love each other deeply, 
because love covers over a multitude of sins.”

Have you ever needed that kind of “blanket”? I have! 
After saying or doing something I later regretted, I have 
felt the chilly draft of guilt and shame. I have needed to 
be “covered” in the manner that Jesus covered disgraced, 
shame-filled people in the Gospels.

To followers of Jesus, love is a blanket to be graciously 
and courageously given away for the comfort and reclama-
tion of others. As recipients of such great love, let us be 
givers of the same.

Father, Your love, in and through Jesus, has rescued 
us time and time again. Help me to be an instrument of 

Your saving love for others.

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

DAILY

PATH

T
he benefits of philanthropy have come to the 
fore in recent years with leading businessmen 
and other successful people donating to the 
cause of the less privileged. Recognised for her 

charity work with the “Asian of the Year” award in 2005, 
Surina Narula maintains that “philanthropy starts with 
small acts of generosity” and has thus sustained her 
philanthropic initiatives “intelligently”.

Narula is not your usual philanthropist; she does 
not go about giving her money easily to ameliorate the 
many ills that plague our society. Instead, she focuses 
on what she calls intelligent philanthropy.

“Philanthropy is an integral part of life. It should 
not be left till when you are rich or old to start help-
ing people. It starts with small acts of generosity. You 
can always find someone less privileged than you to 
make a difference in their lives. If you have money to 
help people with, then do it intelligently. If you yourself 
don’t understand whom to give and why, hire some-
one to present you with alternatives. There are many 
well-researched organisations which don’t exist just 
to make money for themselves, whom one could sup-
port,” Narula told IANS in an interview.

If you look at the causes she has supported so far, 
Narula’s is a philanthropy enterprise immersed in edu-
cating society through various fora.

She is president of the Consortium for Street Chil-
dren -- a network of over 65 UK-based development 
agencies. She has in the last 25 years organised numer-
ous events to raise money for their support and, more 
importantly, to raise the profile of street children at an 
international level. She is also a trustee of PHIA (Part-
nering Hope Into Action), besides being the founder 
sponsor and festival advisor for the Jaipur Literature 
Festival. She was on the Board of Directors for Plan 

International UK and is a Patron for Plan India, and 
Honorary Patron for Plan USA and a Patron for Hope 
for Children.

Her latest initiative is Difficult Dialogues, an annual 
conference tackling the most vital issues facing South 
Asia. The third edition in the series (February 9-11 in 
Panaji) will focus on the question “Gender Equality: 
For Everyone’s Benefit?”

The conference will see leading experts, policymak-
ers and world famous stars and personalities gather to 
deliberate the given question. Difficult Dialogues, she 
says, is a combination of 25 years of experience which 
has encompassed fundraising, entertainment and social 
issues, a fascinating mix that is integral to the daily lives 
of consumers and citizens. This is an event, she main-
tained, which could combine and magnify these dy-
namics and create incredible value for its stakeholders.

“Our sponsoring Jaipur Literature Festival, creat-
ing an award in London for TVE Global sustainability, 
fundraising for Pratham, founding an organisation like 
the Consortium for Street Children which has changed 
policy at the UN level, volunteering as a board mem-
ber with many organisations such as Plan Interna-
tional, and sponsoring the DSC Prize for South Asian 
Literature have all had their influence in shaping Dif-
ficult Dialogues.

“The discussion on policy is never held with those 
who are the ultimate users or beneficiaries. For exam-
ple, policy is often ill designed and has to be finally im-
plemented through the intervention of NGOs. Instead 
of duplicating effort, why not have everybody together 
in a conference and come up with policy recommen-
dations or discussions on what works and what needs 
to change. Democracy downwards-up is the key word 
now. The generosity of Goa University and the Interna-
tional Centre Goa, along with the involvement of Uni-
versity College London and Brookings India, has made 
it possible for us to put together the Difficult Dialogues 

2018 event,” she added.
She asserted that Difficult Dialogues is different 

from other gender conferences because “we are ad-
dressing masculinities” and “asking men” how “gender 
equality” benefits them. Narula maintained that com-
munication has been “a great equaliser of gender” in 
contemporary times -- but even the boon of commu-
nication has not been for all.

“Those who have access to the tools of commu-
nication have had tremendous benefits. On the other 
hand, if you go by the statistics, there are villages with 
no electricity and no schools, forget methods of com-
munication. The law on gay rights has still not been 
passed. Human rights are linked to caste systems and 
religious beliefs and are very hard to change and are 
deeply etched into the Indian psychology. From wom-
en being considered not pure during menstruation to 
child marriages, India still has a long way to go. Educa-
tion, education and education, is the only way to reach 
Gender Equality,” she said.

This year, the forum will feature renowned profes-
sors of global health such as Professor Sarah Hawkes 
who leads the University College London Centre for 
Global Health and Gender, and, among others, Profes-
sor of Global Health and Philosophy Sridhar Venkata-
puram of King’s College London. UK politician and 
teacher Baroness Shreela Flather and actress Gabriella 
Wright will also be present. Through engaging panel 
discussions, the speakers will grapple with the crucial 
issue of how Indian gender constructs affect funda-
mental aspects of daily lives and citizenship.

Attendees can expect to see top government offi-
cials discuss new policy directions with a number of 
leading minds from the professional world, academia, 
development experts, the media, grassroot workers 
and a host of celebrities with vivid experiences of the 
issues at hand.

(Saket Suman can be contacted at saket.s@ians.in)

C
ontrary to expectations, the 
ozone layer which protects 
life on Earth from high-energy 
radiation is actually thinning 

out in the lower stratosphere, new re-
search has found.

In the 20th century, when excessive 
quantities of ozone-depleting chlorin-
ated and brominated hydrocarbons 
were released into the atmosphere, the 
ozone layer in the stratosphere -- at 
altitudes of 15 to 50 km - thinned out 
globally. 

The Montreal Protocol introduced 
a ban on these long-lasting substances 
in 1989.

At the turn of the millennium, the 

loss of stratospheric ozone seemed to 
have stopped. Until now, experts have 
expected that the global ozone layer 
would completely recover by the mid-
dle of the century.

But the new study, published in the 
journal Atmospheric Chemistry and 
Physics, showed that despite the ban 
on chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), the 
concentration of ozone in the lower 
part of the stratosphere (15 to 24 km) - 
where the ozone layer is at its densest 
- has continued to decline.

The scientists were able to demon-
strate this using satellite measurements 
spanning the last three decades togeth-
er with advanced statistical methods. 

“Thanks to the Montreal Protocol, 
ozone in the upper stratosphere - i.e. 
above 30 km - has increased signifi-
cantly since 1998, and the stratosphere 
is also recovering above the polar re-
gions,” said William Ball, an atmos-
pheric researcher at the Swiss Federal 
Institute of Technology in Zurich (ETH 
Zurich) in Switzerland and the first au-
thor of the study. 

Yet despite these increases, meas-
urements showed that the total ozone 
column in the atmosphere has re-
mained constant, which experts took 
as a sign that ozone levels in the lower 
stratosphere must have declined.

The reasons for the continuing de-

cline are still unclear. However, the au-
thors have two possible explanations. 

On the one hand, climate change is 
modifying the pattern of atmospheric 
circulation, moving air from the trop-
ics faster and further in the polar direc-
tion, so that less ozone is formed.

On the other hand, very short-lived 
substances containing chlorine and 
bromine are on the rise, and could in-
creasingly enter the lower stratosphere, 
for example as a result of more intense 
thunderstorms. 

Although these substances are less 
ozone-depleting than CFCs, they are 
not neutral either.

Source: IANS

Philanthropy Starts With Small Acts of 
Generosity — Asian of the Year Awardee

Ozone Layer Still Depleting: Study

Not only do the politicians and the voters com-
mit political adultery during election; even 
taxis and its drivers love to fornicate with 

money during election in Nagaland.
At a quarter past two on January 5, 2018, we (I and 

my sister) landed at Chumu Taxi stand and headed 
straight to the Counter to book our tickets to Kohima. 
No one was inside the Counter. On seeing that there 
were 4-5 Taxis being parked in the parking lot, we en-
quired as to which Taxi would first leave and to which 
we were told that there were no Taxis available unless 
some Taxis did arrive from Kohima. Few minutes had 
lapsed into hour as more passengers accumulated as 
we waited to get our tickets.

Out of nowhere, a gentleman appeared and patted 
my shoulder saying “Kohima jabole aseh?” I affirma-
tively replied. We exchanged few words and he assured 
us that (as he generally does so) he would drop us to 
Kohima since pliable taxis were in short supply due 
to current requisitioning of vehicles by the concerned 
authority (for election duty). Meantime, he had con-
versations with other stranded co-passengers where 
two more passengers came forward and we boarded 
his vehicle for onward journey to Kohima, hoping that 
the fare would be at an approved rate. That gentleman 
handed a Rs 100 bill to the station master / supervisor 
(????) and we started our inglorious journey.

We moved out and that gentleman (on the wheel) 
unsuspectingly apprised us that he had to pay 100 ru-
pees (Rs 50 as approved parking tax plus Rs 50 as bo-
nus to those who manned the station by the private – 
without permit – taxis), to contemptuously make it as 
his basis to fetch higher fares. Well after we crossed the 
Patkai Bridge, he, again, went on to state that since his 

return journey would be without passengers, he had 
to charge us double the amount of the fixed fare from 
Kohima to Dimapur. We all stood amazed at the sight 
of a stereotyped conservative and a lodor Chakhesang 
(the Driver) suddenly turned into, and camouflaged in, 
a sophisticated Lotha Chalak (pun intended) on every 
step we leapt forward. (I was left bewildered at the sight 
of a Chakhesang driver who exceptionally possessed a 
gut to have tricked his passengers to paying him dou-
ble the approved fare. Are Chakhesangs traditionally 
as money-minded as that?). We ended the journey by 
paying him 400 rupees per passenger. Felt agitated, yet 
we the common people are left with no alternative but 
to remain submissive as we shall continue to depend 
on public transportation system to get our work done. 
In order to better operate the booming but neglected 
transportation sector in our State, following sugges-
tions are made for the managing agency (ANTA) and 
the government for kind perusal –

(i) In spite of the taxis being available at the Sta-
tion, some drivers, with a pernicious intention to let 
the passengers end up paying them above the rated 
fare for to and fro journeys when all the other options 
are exhausted, assume an arrogant attitude and stop 
plying on alternate mode. ANTA, being the manager, 
should not only concern with collection and raise in 
fare yet the agency ought to identify such drivers and 
resorting to application of stern actions – including 
recommending termination of driving licence and 
taxi permit of the erring drivers to the government  - 
to facilitate means of conveyance more reliable and 
public-friendly.

(ii) As the managing agency, ANTA should own 
responsibility for permission granted to the private 

taxis. As that gentleman had admitted to paying the 
Association (above the fixed amount of parking tax), 
it is an established fact that few private taxi drivers 
are in cahoots with some association’s agents to un-
ethically mint few bucks. Conversely, the ANTA, due 
to the actions of some of its unscrupulous agents, 
stands on a losing spree whose yoke will ultimately let 
loose against its esteemed clients. ANTA must over-
haul its existing system of operation (lax and arrogant 
attitude of its drivers, checking private taxis, ensuring 
alternate movement of taxis, catering service to its 
stranded passengers etc.), since the extant mode of 
operation is partly responsible for off-the-mark serv-
ice and in losing the confidence of the public.

(iii) There are hundreds of youths – educated 
and semi-skilled – willing to embark on sectors like 
transport and services to earn their livings. If the pres-
ently engaged drivers continue to derelict their call of 
catering to the needs of the vast majority, let their per-
mits and licences be cancelled in an attempt to create 
an opportunity to the enterprising new generation to 
take a stride. If the watchword of the government of-
ficials lamenting that jobs in government sector are 
saturated means business, transport and services 
sector is one avenue where our youth can foray into 
when the government revamps the system by up-
grading our existing infrastructure.

(iv) Space should be created for new operating 
agencies in public transportation system to take on 
with the existing agency/ies so as to introduce the 
most competitive service in the market and to offer 
the best ride to the public.

 Nukhosa Chüzho
Kohima

The campaign for clean election is 
a very noble and a legitimate ini-
tiative. And it must be supported 

by all sensible and enlightened citizens 
who want to see positive change, devel-
opment and progress in our State.

The Church, biblical has been au-
thorised and given the responsibility to 
make our Lord’s “Kingdom come and 
His will be done on earth as it is heav-
en”. Therefore the Church also has the 
right to spearhead such campaign. 

BUT according to this writer’s ob-
servation, before the Church plunge 
into this colossal responsibility of 
cleaning up the highly corrupted elec-
tion process and practices, it first needs 
to clean it’s treasury.

Most churches in our state are 
plagued by the influx of ill gotten and 
corrupted money into their treasuries 
through varied means of tithes, dona-
tion, contribution etc..

This may be one of the reasons 
why the churches have become so im-

potent, ineffective, dull and lethargic 
without any semblance of life and dy-
namism. So much so that she has lost 
her moral and spiritual authority over 
her congregations. (It is her members 
who auction their votes to the highest 
bidder, indulge in violence during elec-
tion..etc)

Almost all potential and suspected 
corrupt officials and leaders are mem-
bers of her congregation. Instead of 
reigning in and checking on these sus-
picious people, the church bows before 
them and gives them the highest hon-
our. (Even making them leaders in the 
church)

Sadly, many times the church goes 
around with her begging bowl (as if we 
serve a poor God) seeking for generous 
donations and contributions for varied 
forms of developmental works, events 
and celebrations invariable and indi-
rectly encouraging more corruption. 

One need not be a rocket scientist 
to ascertain a corrupt official or a poli-

tician. A government official is actually 
a mere public servant drawing rather a 
modest salary as compared to the cor-
porate world. 

From where in the world can he/she 
construct/ accumulate such mansions, 
properties and wealth? Most bureau-
crats’ properties in Nagaland are highly 
disproportionate to their actual earnings. 

Let’s talk about politicians now. 
They actually can be compared to so-
cial workers. Indeed, politics is a very 
noble job. Politicians are supposed to 
be people who work for the welfare and 
the well being of the society at the ex-
pense of their comfort and well being. 

But the picture here in our state is 
nothing near to that. Politicians are the 
most powerful and richest people who 
live ultra luxurious lives far away from 
the eyes and reach of the common peo-
ple. (Of course they are more visible 
these days as election is approaching).

How I wish I am wrong! But the 
church today has become guilty of be-

ing “fed fat” and “obese” by the inflow 
of corrupted money from a number of 
means and channels. 

This is reason why the church is 
drowsy, crawling and mumbling, not 
alert, active and authoratitive perme-
ating her great influence beyond the 
church premises. 

Therefore, it is pertinent that before 
the church campaigns for clean elec-
tion it first needs to clean its treasury!

Radical and practical measures 
ought to be implemented with great 
urgency to check and stop corrupted 
and unaccounted money coming into 
the church. 

Only then can we see a more effec-
tive and wholesome church positively 
impacting and curbing the corrupt sys-
tems and practices of the world. 
“You are the salt of the earth. .........you 

are the light of the world.”  
Mathew 5:13 & 14.

Pipososang 
Diezepehe Village

A Ticket to Kohima

Clean Church Treasury Before Clean Election

BIBLE READ:   JOHN 18:15–27
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Above all, love each other deeply, because love 
covers over a multitude of sins.   

~  1 Peter 4:8

A Blanket 
for Everyone
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Today you might 
want to talk over any plans you have or 
would like to make with those you live with, 
Aries. If you live alone, there isn’t much 

chance that your plans will affect anyone, but for 
those of you cohabiting with others, take time to ex-
tend this courtesy. It might be that someone else in 
the house had some intentions that you weren’t aware 
of, or there may be someone in need of something 
from you. Talk things over and everything will work 
out just fine.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): If something is 
bothering you today, Taurus, consider talk-
ing with your mother or an older person you 
feel comfortable with. No matter where we 

are in life, there remains a part of us that draws support 
and nurturing from someone with more experience. 
Draw some strength from this valuable resource by vis-
iting or calling. Remember to express your gratitude for 
this supportive relationship.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Don’t fall into the 
“poor me” trap today, Gemini. When things 
repeatedly don’t go the way you want, or bad 
things happen to you, it can be very easy to fall 

into a victim mentality. Yet while we can’t always con-
trol what happens around and to us, we always have 
the choice as to how we’re going to handle it. Grieving 
can be a critical element to healing, but there’s a fine 
line. Choose to keep going and insist on being better 
to yourself.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Try to make 
sure you get some quality time to your-
self today, Cancer. Your nature is one that 
thrives on intense thought, creativity, sex-

uality, and emotion. Without adequate time alone in 
a space that’s comfortable for you, you may begin 
to feel worn out. Such things as irritability or with-
drawal can be strong indicators that it’s high time 
you were alone with yourself. Make some plans for 
this today.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today may be a 
good day for you to spend some time cre-
ating, Leo. While you may love sports, you 
also have an innate artistic streak. The joy 

of creating something is immeasurable, and the pro-
cess of producing a finished product can be very 
enjoyable and therapeutic. Crafts, baking, building, 
and gardening are all activities conducive to this. 
Take time to express yourself through your favorite 
hobbies today.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Make some 
plans to write a letter, send a greeting card, 
or put together a package for someone far 
away today, Virgo. This can be a lot of fun 

to do, especially if the person on the receiving end 
isn’t expecting anything from you. Pictures, crafts, 
cookies, candies, or books can make a wonderful 
package to send to someone special. Even a simple 
greeting card can really brighten someone’s day. 
Have some fun.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): It’s a good day for 
you to put some of those creative ideas to 
work, Libra. Pull out your favorite craft sup-
plies and have some fun exploring color and 

design. If you have children, consider including them 
in the activities. It may amaze you to listen to the in-
credible ideas and innovative thoughts your own kids 
have that you’ve never thought of. If you don’t have an 
“idea box” where old bottles, nuts and bolts, odd but-
tons, ribbons, and scraps of material can collect for 
times like this, start one today!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Scorpio, put 
some music on to get yourself going today, 
especially if you feel a little lonely. Music often 
has as strong an effect as conversation. This is 

because it provides an avenue for you to communicate 
with a deeper part of yourself. Your sensitive nature can 
find comfort and hope through harmonies and rhythms 
like nothing else. Pull out your favorites and listen, sing 
along, or even dance. Enjoy your day to the fullest!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): It’s a good 
day to pull out that shopping list, Sagittarius. 
Your ability to be thrifty and efficient will be 
strengthened at this time, so why not take ad-

vantage of it? Take a few minutes to look through recent 
flyers or gather coupons before heading out. And if you 
find yourself feeling tempted to spend your savings on 
something lavish, get back to your list! Keep your bud-
get in the forefront of your mind and head straight to 
the checkout when you’re done.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Chances 
are good that you’ll be keeping yourself 
busy today, Capricorn. The energetic as-
pects that are occurring can really have 

you raring to take on chores that need to be done. 
Can you think of anything you’d rather do? Well, OK, 
but once you’ve finished these things, there should 
be plenty of time to do something recreational, too. 
Make the most of this great day to get into both work 
and play.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Why not 
take some much deserved rest and relax-
ation today, Aquarius? After all, even you 
need to jump out of the rat race once in 

a while. If there are some things you really need to 
care of, you can still make plans for leisure or rec-
reation afterward. Spoil yourself with an afternoon 
nap or ordering out for dinner. Take a leisurely walk 
or a long bath. Take care of yourself by resting as well 
as accomplishing.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You might get 
an unexpected visit today, Pisces. And it’s 
quite likely that it will be someone who really 
needs some comfort and support. Whether 

you have a huge list of things you want to get done or 
you were planning on just taking it easy, don’t turn your 
friend away. Chores and hobbies will wait patiently for 
you, but lending care and support to someone in need 
often won’t. Open your door and your heart if the situ-
ation arises.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

C
hildren need to be aware of the In-
ternet risks that can expose them 
to bad actors and abuse on the 
web, a top Google executive said at 

an event here on Tuesday to commemorate 
Safer Internet Day 2018.

“We want to bring Internet for every-
one. Keeping the web safe for everyone is a 
shared responsibility,” Sunita Mohanty, Di-
rector, Trust and Safety at Google India, told 
reporters.

“While the Internet has made life easier 
by helping us share and receive day-to-day 
information, we also need to be aware of 
the consequences, negative experiences 
that make us vulnerable to threats. 

“Women, children and adults are vul-
nerable to bad actors on Internet, hence 
there is an urgent need to sensitise them 

about the possible threats,” Mohanty add-
ed. 

India has the second largest Inter-
net user base in the world. In 2017, India 
crossed over 400 million Internet users and 
this number is expected to reach 650 mil-
lion in the next two years.

With improved connectivity and afford-
able smartphones and data, Indians are 
taking to the web in a big way, spending 
over 200 minutes daily on their screens.

“Internet is like nuclear energy that can 
be used and misused. It has phenomenal 
abilities in helping us, but also has a po-
tential to damage the social as well as the 
individual structures,” Anil Swarup, Secre-
tary - Department of School Education and 
Literacy, told reporters.

While much is being done for securing 

the Internet, “there is an urgent need to 
scale the safety efforts”, Swarup said, adding 
that sensitising the teachers and spreading 
the safety measures through them to the 
students across the country can help.

On the occasion of Safer Internet Day 
2018, Google India announced its collabo-
ration with NCERT to integrate a course 
on “Digital Citizenship and Safety” in the 
Information and Communication Technol-
ogy (ICT) curriculum in schools.

“Digital Citizenship and Safety” essen-
tially focuses on being a responsible user on 
the Internet, who is not only aware of how 
to stay safe online but also practises judg-
ment and helps others to stay safe and be 
respectful of others online.

“Students from class I to class XII across 
1.4 million schools in India would now 

learn how to become good and responsible 
digital citizens, through structured class-
room modules on the social, ethical and 
legal aspects of Internet safety. 

“Through our course integration with 
NCERT, we aim to teach children the es-
sentials of staying safe while exploring the 
online world,” Mohanty said. 

In addition, Google has also created a 
curriculum for teachers so that they can 
help students learn all about digital citizen-
ship in their classrooms.

The programme includes specific re-
sources for kids and educators, enabling 
them with the tools they need to learn and 
educate themselves on Internet safety.

The syllabus for online safety presented 
in the curriculum will be systematically 
graded and has been divided into four over-

arching themes -- Being Smart; Being Safe; 
Being a Digital Citizen and Being Future 
Ready.

The curriculum is structured to match 
the intellectual and curiosity needs of dif-
ferent age groups of the children.

“As they advance through their classes, 
they will be taught more advanced topics 
such as privacy, device management, intel-
lectual property and reputation manage-
ment.

“Integrating technology with pedagogy 
is our concern. But pedagogy should take 
dominance and not technology, as it would 
help children to construct their own knowl-
edge base and help them bring about a 
change in classroom,” said Hrushikesh Se-
napaty, Director at NCERT.

Source: IANS

We need a foreign policy 
approach that thinks beyond 
event management.

T
here is a great deal of talk in India 
of a new, rejuvenated relationship 
with the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) following 

the historic commemorative summit af-
ter which all the leaders of the Southeast 
Asian regional organisation participated in 
the Republic Day celebrations. There is lit-
tle doubt that India scored an imaginative 
coup by inviting all ten leaders of the organ-
isation as chief guests for the Republic Day 
celebrations. But what’s needed is a foreign 
policy approach that thinks beyond event 
management.

The participation of the ASEAN leaders 
is indicative of their interest in greater In-
dian involvement in their region. No doubt, 
many of the countries view New Delhi as 
a means of offsetting the enormous gravi-
tational pull of Beijing. And this is not a 
moment too soon. In the past decade, the 
ASEAN has been buffeted by China’s in-
creasing assertiveness in the South China 
Sea and the inability of their erstwhile 
protector, the United States of America to 
check Chinese behaviour. Notwithstand-
ing the so-called pivot to Asia, the US and 
ASEAN have not really found a way to check 
China’s steady expansion into South China 

Sea by creating and then militarising artifi-
cial islands.

Now, China has taken another tack of 
reaching out diplomatically to ASEAN part-
ners to soothe their concerns. At the begin-
ning of December last year, Myanmar State 
Councillor Aung San Suu Kyi was feted in 
Beijing, in November, Premier Li Keqiang 
visited Vietnam where the PLAN and its Viet-
namese counterparts held naval drills in the 
Gulf of Tonkin, a region where the two coun-
tries have no maritime dispute. According to 
the South China Morning Post, this has paid 
off in the fact that the ASEAN summit of No-
vember 2017 held in the Philippines did not 
mention China’s militarisation of the South 
China Sea. Earlier in that year, the ASEAN 
statement had referred to “land reclamation 
and escalation of activities.”

By itself India cannot do much. It has 
few equities in the region. The figures are 
quite stark. India’s trade with ASEAN was 
$71 billion in 2017, China’s $571 billion. 
More important perhaps is the fact that the 
ASEAN nations have become part of the 
value chains linked to China. In the past 
couple of years, rising wages have pushed 
low-end manufacturing from China to 
countries like Vietnam and the Philippines. 
Many Chinese products assembled in Chi-
na have components primarily from South-
east Asia. Take hard disks, Seagate and 
Western Digital produce 85% of the hard 
disks in the world. They have units in Thai-
land where half their output is produced 
with inputs from other ASEAN nations, and 

the product is sold to a computer assembly 
plant in China.

More important, perhaps, in contrast to 
India, China also has leverages in dealing 
with the ASEAN. First, of course, are those 
that arise from over-the-top  maritime 
claims through which it throws its weight 
around against Vietnam and the Philip-
pines.

Its second lever, which usually received 
less attention, is the Mekong river which 
originates as the Lancang in Tibet and then 
flows through Laos, Myanmar, Thailand, 
Cambodia and Vietnam.

As in the case of the Brahmaputra, Chi-
na uses its upper riparian status to lean on 
the lower riparian states. While in the South 
China Sea there is still resistance to Chinese 
activities, most of the Mekong States have 
acquiesced with the Chinese leadership. 
In December 2017, foreign ministers of six 
countries through which the Mekong-Lan-
cang flows met in China to approve a five-
year development plan under the auspices 
of the Lancang-Mekong Cooperation ar-
rangement initiated by China in 2015. Chi-
na (along with Myanmar) has stayed out of 
the older Mekong River Commission where 
countries are agreed that their dam-build-
ing project proposals be discussed with all 
member states. Not surprisingly, China has 
several dams on the Lancang and is funding 
projects the lower Mekong basin as well.

Beyond this, China is actively involved 
in promoting overland connectivity with 
Southeast Asia. Using Kunming as the hub, 

China has ambitious plans to develop rail 
and road links to Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, 
Vietnam, Malaysia and Singapore. While 
high-speed rail projects in Myanmar and 
Vietnam have been shelved, China is push-
ing ahead with construction in Laos and 
projects in Thailand, and Indonesia. One 
analysis of the projects says that in con-
trast to their reputation, the Chinese have 
proved to be flexible and compromising.

India needs a far more focused ap-
proach to make a dent in China’s influence 
in the region. Connectivity is an important 
area which will undergird the economic 
thrust. But so far, its approach has been tar-
dy. It needs to complete the Kaladan mul-
ti-modal project the Trilateral Highway to 
Myanmar and Thailand. Though begun in 
2002, the highway has not come up for a va-
riety of reasons, likewise delay has dogged 
the Kaladan scheme.

Recently, New Delhi announced a $1 
billion Line of Credit to promote digital 
and physical connectivity, as well as a Rs 
500 crore to create manufacturing hubs in 
Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam. 
We have also committed tens of millions 
of dollars in past ASEAN summits for eco-
nomic cooperation, science and technol-
ogy development, and green projects. What 
is really needed, to go by the experience 
of the Kaladan and the Trilateral High-
way project, is to put in a new mechanism 
through which scores of smaller schemes in 
Bangladesh and ASEAN countries are run 
through a special overseas projects man-

agement outfit which would be run out of 
the Prime Minister’s Office itself.

And, in the context of India’s pivot, what 
is needed is a sharp scaling up of the size of 
the schemes, perhaps, in coordination with 
our other partners, Japan, Australia and the 
US, the first two are major trade partners 
and investors in the ASEAN, while the US 
remains the key security provider for eve-
ryone. This partnership needs to percolate 
deeper towards relations between the gov-
ernment aid and investment agencies of 
these countries, as well as their corporates.

As a result of Chinese pressure, Japan has 
stepped up its activities in the region. New 
Delhi and Tokyo have already announced 
their decision to cooperate to create an 
Asian Africa Growth Corridor which will 
link the Southeast Asia and Australia with 
India and Africa. This ambitious scheme 
involves mobilising financial resources 
and developing quality infrastructure, even 
while avoiding the pitfalls accompanying 
the Belt and Road Initiative.

Connectivity schemes only have a 
meaning if they are based on a foundation 
of good internal connectivity. India has 
many schemes, especially in its Northeast, 
but almost all of those are working at snail’s 
pace. Even the 1,504-km Delhi-Mumbai 
Dedicated Freight Corridor has seen “ex-
cruciatingly slow progress.” This corridor is, 
crucially linked to the success of the larger 
Delhi Mumbai Industrial Corridor project.

(Manoj Joshi is a Distinguished Fellow, 
Observer Research Foundation.)

Children Should Be Made Aware of Internet Risks — Google

India Needs a Far More Focused Approach to Dent China’s Influence in Southeast Asia

Do you use dim lights at 
home? If yes, then you 
should stop doing it as 

researchers have found that too 
much dim light in our surround-
ing might impair learning ability.

According to the research-
ers, spending too much time in 
dimly lit rooms might change the 
brain’s structure and hurt one’s 
ability to remember and learn.

For the study, published in 
the journal Hippocampus, re-
searchers studied the brains 
of Nile grass rats -- which, like 
humans, are diurnal and sleep 
at night -- after exposing them 
to dim and bright light for four 
weeks. 

The rodents exposed to dim 
light lost about 30 per cent of 
capacity in the hippocampus, 
a critical brain region for learn-
ing and memory and performed 
poorly on a spatial task they had 
trained on previously.

“When we exposed the rats to 
dim light, mimicking the cloudy 
days of Midwestern winters or 
typical indoor lighting, the ani-

mals showed impairments in 
spatial learning,” said Antonio 
“Tony” Nunez, Professor at Mich-
igan State University in the US.

The study is the first to show 
that changes in environmental 
light, in a range normally experi-
enced by humans, leads to struc-
tural changes in the brain, the 
researchers said.

The researchers mentioned 
that sustained exposure to dim 
light led to significant reduc-
tions in a substance called brain 
derived neurotrophic factor -- 
a peptide that helps maintain 
healthy connections and neu-
rons in the hippocampus -- and 
in dendritic spines, or the con-
nections that allow neurons to 
“talk” to one another.

“Since there are fewer con-
nections being made, this re-
sults in diminished learning and 
memory performance that is 
dependent upon the hippocam-
pus. In other words, dim lights 
are producing dimwits,” said Joel 
Soler, lead author of the study.

Source: IANS

Spending Long Hours in Dim 
Light May Affect Learning Ability Dinosaurs were in de-

cline as a species 50 
millions years before 

the asteroid strike that finally 
wiped them out and the gi-
ants have their own success 
in dominating every terrestrial 
habitat to blame for the fall, 
says a study.

The migration of the dino-
saurs across the globe was so 
rapid that it may have contrib-
uted to their demise, said the 
study published in the journal 
Nature Ecology and Evolution. 

The speed of this expan-
sion meant that the dinosaurs 
quickly became cosmopolitan 
and subsequently ran out of 
land. This lack of space then 
seriously impeded their ability 
to produce new species, even-
tually contributing to their de-
cline, the research showed.

“They were perhaps too 
successful for their own good,” 
said Ciara O’Donovan, evolu-
tionary biologist at the Univer-
sity of Reading in England and 
lead author of the study.

The study revealed the 
paths taken by the dinosaurs 
as they expanded out of South 

America during their rise to 
world dominance. 

“The dinosaurs exploded 
out of South America in a fren-
zy of movement to cover the 
planet. It was during this time 
that diverse forms evolved and 
eventually led to species such 
as the fearsome Tyrannosau-
rus rex, Archaeopteryx (the 
earliest bird) and the gigan-
tic, long necked Diplodocus,” 
O’Donovan said. 

“This honeymoon period 
could not last forever though, 
and the dinosaurs eventually 
filled every available habitat 
on Earth. There was nowhere 
new for species to move to, 
which may have prevented 
new species from arising, con-
tributing to the dinosaurs’ pre-
asteroid decline,” O’Donovan 
said. 

Fossil evidence shows di-
nosaurs originated in the late 
Triassic Period (around 230 
million years ago) in South 
America, which was then part 
of the huge land mass called 
Pangea. This closely followed 
the world’s largest extinction 
event that wiped out almost all 

life on Earth.
The scientists developed 

a novel, statistical method to 
uncover where every dinosaur 
species’ ancestors existed, in 
three dimensional space, on 
the globe. 

By doing this they were 
able to demonstrate that the 
dinosaurs spread unchecked 
across the huge available 
space, at a rate of 1,000 km/
million years. 

They dominated every 
terrestrial habitat, across all 
the continents as they drifted 
apart, over the course of 170 
million years.

This saturation of the Earth 
caused the dinosaurs to be-
come increasingly specialised 
to live in their existing envi-
ronment, resulting in a funda-
mental change in the way they 
evolved and produced new 
species. 

This curbed their progress 
and left them vulnerable to 
future changes in the environ-
ment, such as those caused by 
the asteroid strike, the study 
said.

Source: IANS

Dinosaurs’ Dominance Led to Their Demise —Study

People with diabetes are at double the risk of devel-
oping cataract as the general population and the 
relative risk is highest in those aged between 45 

and 54, a study says. Cataract is one of the main causes 
of global sight loss. 

“The report has shown that having diabetes doubles 
your risk of being diagnosed with a cataract, and that 
this risk is six times higher if a diabetic patient has sig-
nificant diabetic retinal disease, called diabetic macu-
lopathy,” said study co-author Rupert Bourne, Profes-
sor of Ophthalmology at Anglia Ruskin University in 
England.

For the study, the researchers analysed medical 
records from 56,510 UK-based diabetes patients aged 
40 or over and found that cataract was diagnosed at an 
overall rate of 20.4 per 1,000 people. This compares to a 
rate in the general population of 10.8 per 1,000.

Diabetics aged between 45 and 54 were consider-
ably more likely than non-sufferers to develop cataract, 
said the study published in the journal Eye.

Those diabetic patients aged between 45 and 49 
were 4.6 times more at risk, and diabetics aged between 
50 and 54 were 5.7 times more at risk than their healthy 
counterparts.

The study used data from the Clinical Practice Re-
search Datalink, which covers around seven per cent of 
the UK population and is representative of the overall 
demographic with regard to age, sex and geographic 
distribution.

Source: IANS

Diabetics at Double the 
Risk of Developing Cataract
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LeT attacks hospital to free Pak 
accomplice; two cops killed

Don’t want Delhi to become model of change for others — SC 

Rafale deal: Rahul slams government 
secrecy, Congress claims big scam brewing 

BJYM seeks ouster of Jain; protests at Kejriwal’s house

BJP MP slams Congress over ‘pakoda’ jibes in LS

Opposition says its voice is 
muzzled; boycotts RS for the day

Hyderabad – cradle of astronomy in India
Jadhav now facing trial on terrorism, 
sabotage charges — Pakistan official

PTI

Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha activists being detained as they protest outside the residence of Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal, in New Delhi on Tuesday.

PTI

Security personnel stand guard during a search operation after an 
LeT militant escaped from the police custody with the assailants 
after Lashkar-e-Taiba militants attacked SMHS hospital, in Srinagar 
on Tuesday.

Srinagar, Feb. 6 (PTI): 
The Lashkar-e-Taiba 
today opened fire at a 
police team inside the 
SMHS hospital complex 
in a high security area of 
Jammu and Kashmir’s 
summer capital, freeing 
a “hardcore” Pakistani 
terrorist and killing two 
policemen, police said.

The daring attack 
inside the premises of 
Srinagar’s main hospital 
ended with the terrorists 
escaping into the nar-
row lanes and bylanes 
of downtown Srinagar, a 
police official said.

Mohammed Naveed 
Jhutt, the 22-year-old LeT 
militant from Pakistan 
who was caught in Kul-
gam in south Kashmir in 
2014, managed to escape 
with the assailants, police 
said.

The ultras opened fire 
on the police party ac-
companying Jhutt, alias 
Abu Hanzala, outside 
the busy hospital in Kaka 
Sarai area, police said.

He a d  C o n s t a b l e 

New Delhi, Feb. 6 (PTI): The Su-
preme Court today observed that 
Delhi should not become a model 
of change for the entire country as 
the national capital was grappling 
with “terrible problem” of air pol-
lution.

A bench of justices Madan B 
Lokur and Deepak Gupta said this 
when senior counsel Colin Gon-
salves, assisting the court as amicus 
curiae in the matter pertaining to 
solid waste management, submit-
ted that Delhi has taken steps to 
deal with the issue and it should be 
a model of change for others.

Gonsalves said that a commit-
tee constituted in Delhi had delib-
erated upon the issue and during 
a meeting on January 12, the Delhi 
government and municipal corpo-
rations have agreed that the Solid 
Waste Management Rules 2016, 

should be implemented.
He told the bench that the Delhi 

government and civic bodies have 
chalked out plans like segregation 
of waste, door- to-door collections 
and have agreed that cleaning 
should be done twice a day and a 
complaint mechanism would also 
be put in place besides having an 
officer in-charge to deal with it.

When he said that Delhi should 
be a model of change for the entire 
country, the bench observed, “We 
hope not. There is terrible problem 
of pollution here.” 

Advocate Wasim A Qadri, rep-
resenting the Delhi government, 
referred to the January 12 meeting 
and said certain important deci-
sions were taken during the delib-
erations.

The bench asked him about 
the next scheduled meeting of the 

committee in Delhi.
“Where is the official minutes of 

the meeting,” the bench asked after 
which the counsel said he would 
furnish the minutes of the meeting 
during the course of the day. The 
court asked him to hand over the 
official minutes of the meeting by 
tomorrow.

Regarding the date of next meet-
ing, the lawyer initially said he has 
no instructions in this regard but 
later told the bench that the date 
was not yet decided.

Qadri also informed the bench 
that an officer of the Delhi govern-
ment was present in the court but 
he does not know about the date of 
next meeting.

“We expect the Delhi govern-
ment to send a responsible officer 
to instruct the counsel properly,” 
the bench said.

New Delhi, Feb. 6 (IANS): 
Congress President Ra-
hul Gandhi on Tuesday 
slammed the Narendra 
Modi government for 
maintaining “secrecy” 
on the deal with 36 Rafale 
fighter jets with France 
after Defence Minister 
Nirmala Sitharam told 
Parliament that its details 
were “classified informa-
tion” and could not be 
disclosed.

The Congress mean-
while termed the deal a 
“great Indian mystery”, 
and claimed that a “huge 
scam” is brewing as due 
procedures in the pur-
chase of aircraft were not 
followed and the jets were 
bought off the shelf “like 
oranges”.

“Top Secret (Not for 
Distribution) RM (Raksha 
Minister) says the price 
negotiated for each Ra-
fale jet by the PM and his 
‘reliable’ buddy is a state 

secret,” Gandhi said in a 
tweet.

Gowda, a Rajya Sabha 
member, had on Monday 
asked the government 
through a question the 
cost of each Rafale jet as 
per the new deal, but the 
government refused to 
disclose it, with Sithar-
man, in a written reply, 
maintaining that as per 
Article 10 of the Inter-
Governmental Agree-
ment (IGA) between the 
Indian and French gov-
ernments on the deal, 
the classified informa-
tion and material is gov-
erned by the provisions 
of the security agreement 
signed between the two 
nations in 2008.

Azad, the Leader of 
Opposition in the upper 
house, said that the UPA 
had sought to buy 126 
Rafale fighter jets at the 
cost of roughly Rs 526 
crore per jet with transfer 

of technology. 
He said that while 

striking a deal with the 
French company in 2015, 
Prime Minister Modi did 
not follow the due pro-
cedure.

Surjewala said that on 
July 4, 2014, Eurofighter 
Typhoon - another bid-
der along with Dasault 
-- wrote a letter to the 
then Defence Minister 
Arun Jaitley offering to 
reduce its prices by 20 per 
cent. This, he said, could 
have saved millions of 
dollars to the exchequer 
but the Modi government 
ignored it.

He asked why Modi 
and Jaitley did not take 
notice of this offer while 
deciding to buy the Ra-
fale, and shouldn’t both 
companies have been 
made to bid afresh 
through inter-govern-
mental agreements route 
so as to arrive at the low-

est price in favour of pub-
lic exchequer.

“On November 17, 
2017, the Defence Minis-
ter in a press conference 
stated that 36 Rafale air-
craft were purchased on 
‘emergency basis’. What 
was the need to buy air-
crafts on ‘emergency ba-
sis’ on April 10, 2015 when 
regular purchase had al-
ready been negotiated 
through an international 
tender on December 12, 
2012?

“Why is it that despite 
the ‘emergency purchase’ 
and lapse of 35 months, 
not a single aircraft has 
been delivered? How long 
will it take for the delivery 
of aircrafts? Is it not cor-
rect that Indian Air Force 
will not have delivery of 
aircraft till end of 2019 as 
stated in public domain? 
Does it not compromise 
India’s strategic inter-
ests?” Surjewala added.

New Delhi, Feb. 6 (IANS): 
The youth wing of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) on Tuesday staged 
a protest outside Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal’s residence de-
manding the dismissal of 
Health Minister Satyen-
dar Jain.

The Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) 
claimed on Monday that 
it had recovered docu-
ments related to property 

and bank transactions 
worth crores allegedly 
linked to Jain during 
searches on Sunday at 
the residences of a Reg-
istrar and a lawyer of the 
Delhi Dental Council in a 
bribery case.

Hundreds of Bharati-
ya Janata Yuva Morcha 
(BJYM) activists gath-
ered at Chandgi Ram 
Akhara in north Delhi 
and then marched to-
wards Kejriwal’s resi-

dence where a heavy 
police deployment tried 
to stop them. 

The police had to use 
water cannon to stop the 
workers who broke the 
police cordon.

The demonstration 
was led by Delhi BJP 
General Secretary Kuljeet 
Singh Chahal and BJYM 
chief Sunil Yadav.

Addressing the work-
ers, Chahal said: “The sto-
ries of corruption coming 

New Delhi, Feb. 6 (IANS): BJP MP 
Prahlad Joshi on Tuesday slammed 
Congress leader P. Chidambaram’s 
comments comparing selling pa-
kodas (fritters) to begging, as the 
Lok Sabha took up a debate on the 
motion of thanks to the President’s 
speech.

Amid protests by the Telugu 
Desam Party (TDP) and YSR Con-
gress over the budget, a debate on 
the motion of thanks was initiated 
in the Lower House by Bharatiya 
Janata Party member Rakesh Singh.

Joshi, who was the second 
speaker from the ruling party, com-
pared Chidambaram’s remarks to 
earlier remarks by Congress leader 
Mani Shankar Aiyar, who had re-
ferred to Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi as “chaiwala” or a tea seller.
“He (Chidambaram) is insult-

ing poor people. First you insulted 
Modi for selling chai in childhood, 
now you are insulting ‘pakoda wala’ 
(fritter seller),” said Joshi.

Chidambaram, who has served 
as the Finance Minister and Home 
Minister in the United Progressive 
Alliance (UPA) regime, had said 
that by the Prime Minister’s logic - if 
selling ‘pakoda’ was a job then even 
begging was a job.

“You, Congress people, you 
do not know... In Hubli-Dhadwad 
(Karnataka), there are so many 
people... One person completed BE 
degree, he got a job but rejected it 
because he is earning more in sell-
ing pakoda,” he said.

He also slammed Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi’s comment 
calling poverty a “state of mind” 
and said: “Rahul Gandhi said that 
poverty is a state of mind. 

He does not know poverty. He 
was born with a golden spoon 
(sic).”

“After 10 years of corruption, 
this (government) was a pleasant 
change. Now people are talking 
about achievements of the govern-
ment, not about corruption,” he 
said.

He also said that the BJP govern-
ment under Modi was taking Ma-
hatma Gandhi to every household 
with the Swachh Bharat mission, 
while Congress just enjoyed power 
in his name for years.

 Islamabad, Feb. 6 (IANS): 
Alleged Indian spy Kul-
bhushan Jadhav, sen-
tenced to death by a Paki-
stani military tribunal for 
spying, is now facing trial 
on terrorism and sabo-
tage charges too, Dawn 
quoted an official as say-
ing.

The Pakistan govern-
ment has also sought ac-
cess to 13 Indian officials 
to get information in the 
Jadhav case - a fact that 
is supposedly also men-
tioned in the counter-me-
morial submitted by Paki-
stan at the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ), the 
official told Dawn news. 

But New Delhi has re-
mained “stubbornly un-

cooperative”, he added.
According to the of-

ficial, Jadhav, 47, has mul-
tiple cases against him 
in which he had been 
indicted on terror and 
sabotage-related charges. 

The cases were pro-
gressing, he said, empha-
sising the one relating 
to spying had only con-
cluded. The official did 
not disclose the names of 
the 13 Indian individuals.

Pakistan has also 
sought information about 
his Navy service file, bank 
record of his pension pay-
ment, and issuance of the 
passport in the name of 
Mubarak Hussain Patel.

According to Pakistan, 
Jadhav was captured by its 

security forces on March 
3, 2016, in Balochistan.  In 
April 2017, a Field General 
Court Martial (FGCM) 
sentenced Jadhav to 
death after being found 
guilty of espionage.

India has said that 
Jadhav is innocent and 
has maintained that he 
was kidnapped from Iran 
where he had gone for 
handling his businesses 
after superannuation 
from the Indian Navy.

His appeals against 
the conviction have been 
rejected by the military 
appÂ ellate court and his 
mercy petition is lying 
with Pakistan Army Chief 
General Qamar Bajwa, 
reports Dawn news

On December 25 last 
year, Pakistan arranged a 
meeting between Jadhav 
and his family -- through 
a glass panel -- but did not 
allow a private discussion. 

The ICJ is currently 
hearing an Indian peti-
tion challenging Paki-
stan’s refusal to grant con-
sular access to Jadhav. 

Oral arguments are 
yet to commence as the 
court has allowed further 
written pleadings in the 
case by India till April 17, 
and a rejoinder by Paki-
stan till July 17. 

The world court has 
restrained the Pakistan 
government from execut-
ing him till it decides the 
case.

Mushtaq Ahmad was 
killed in the attack that 
took place in the busy 
pre-lunch hour when 
the hospital, Srinagar’s 
main health care facility, 
is crowded with patients.

His colleague, Con-
stable Babar Ahmad, was 
critically injured and ad-
mitted to the hospital. 
However, he succumbed 
to his injuries a few hours 

later.
“It’s a very unfortunate 

incident and the terrorists 
managed to free one of 
their hardcore accom-
plices. We have sounded 
a red alert to nab all those 
involved in this crime,” 
said Director General of 
Police S P Vaid.

The police team was 
taking six prisoners, in-
cluding Jhutt, to the hos-

pital for treatment, added 
Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral (Central Kashmir) 
Ghulam Hasan Bhat, who 
visited the scene of the 
attack.

According to eyewit-
ness accounts, the mili-
tants opened fire as soon 
as Jhutt, along with five 
other prisoners and the 
police team, got off the 
vehicle outside the Out 
Patient Department of 
the 70-year-old hospital.

The pheran-clad mili-
tants were lying in wait 
in the parking lot of the 
hospital.

Two Lashkar militants 
rained bullets at the po-
lice party and fled towards 
downtown Srinagar.

The hospital, named 
after Shri Maharaja Hari 
Singh, the last ruler of the 
princely state of Jammu 
and Kashmir, is strategi-
cally located on the banks 
of a tributary of the river 
Jehlum, with uptown Ka-
ran Nagar on one side 
and Nawab Bazaar in 
downtown Srinagar on 

the other.
Jhutt, a school drop-

out from Borevella district 
of Multan in the Pakistan 
Punjab, is believed to be 
involved in multiple at-
tacks. These include an 
attack on the Army in 
Hyderpora in the city, an 
attack on the Silver Star 
hotel along the national 
highway outside Srinagar 
and three attacks on po-
lice and CRPF camps in 
south Kashmir.

He was arrested on 
August 26, 2014.

The militant had un-
dergone intensive train-
ing and was good in 
handling equipment like 
compasses, GPS, wireless 
sets and mobile phones 
installed with Skype soft-
ware, an official said.

Jammu and Kashmir 
police wanted to shift him 
along with five other pris-
oners from Srinagar jail 
to other high security jails 
outside the Valley but was 
disallowed from doing so 
by the sessions court on 
December 26, 2017.

New Delhi, Feb. 6 (IANS): The opposition 
on Tuesday boycotted the Rajya Sabha in 
the post lunch session, complaining that 
their voice was being muzzled outside as 
well as inside Parliament.

As soon as the House met at 2 p.m., 
Leader of Opposition Ghulam Nabi 
Azad raised the issue of the House being 
adjourned without conducting the Zero 
Hour and the Question Hour for the past 
few days.

He asserted that Parliament works 
according to “rules, regulations, proce-
dures and conventions” and not “ac-
cording to one’s whims”.

Azad was joined by other opposition 
leaders, including Samajwadi Party’s 
Naresh Agarwal, Trinamool Congress’ 
Derek O’Brien and Communist Party of 
India-Marxist’s Tapan Sen in the protest.

Deputy Chairman P.J. Kurien said 
that the Chairman’s decisions could not 
be questioned in the House and the ag-
grieved members may meet the Chair-
man in his chamber.

At this, an enraged Azad announced 
that the opposition was boycotting the 
House for the day and the entire op-
position then walked out of the House. 
Kurien adjourned the House till 3 p.m.

In the morning, Derek O’Brien had 
given a notice under Rule 267 to discuss 
the alleged overreach of West Bengal 
Governor Keshari Nath Tripathi in try-
ing to bypass the state government in 
administrative matters.

Chairman M. Venkaiah Naidu re-

jected the notice and when O’Brien 
persisted with the matter during 
the Zero Hour, Naidu adjourned the 
House till 2 p.m., skipping even the 
Question Hour that is held from 12 
noon to 1 p.m.

The TMC leader had tweeted: “Mur-
der of democracy. Opposition being 
muzzled in Rajya Sabha #Parliament. 
We are not even being allowed to raise 
issues in Zero Hour. We will not put up 
with this.”

Outside the House, opposition lead-
ers told media that an attempt was being 
made to stifle the opposition’s voice for 
the “last one week or so” and called it an 
attack on their democratic rights.

Speaking to the media, Azad said: 
“In the Zero Hour, important issues 
are raised. But what is happening for 
the last one week that when a member 
gives notice for speaking in Zero Hour, 
without hearing him/her, the House is 
adjourned till 2 p.m. That means the 
House is not being run according to 
rules and procedures of Parliament.

“So if we are not allowed to speak 
as per the rules and procedures of the 
House, naturally we will have to boycott 
and we will have to air our views in pub-
lic through the media.”

Asked if he is attacking the Vice Presi-
dent of India, Azad said that he is not 
attacking one person in particular but 
“any person presiding over the House, 
who fails to conduct the House accord-
ing to rules and procedures”.

Hyderabad, Feb. 6 (India Science 
Wire): The city of Hyderabad is fa-
mous for its historical monuments 
like Charminar and cuisine like 
biryani, but few would know that 
it has been the cradle of modern 
astronomy in India.

The city was the location of one 
of the earliest modern astronomi-
cal observatories established in 
India in early twentieth century. 
The city-based Osmania University 
was the first educational institution 
in the country to start teaching as-
tronomy and astrophysics at post 
graduate and research levels.

 The first generation of Indian 
astronomers cut their teeth into 
the subject in Hyderabad, which 
was also the birthplace of the As-
tronomical Society of India (ASI) 
in 1972.

The Nizamiah Observatory was 
established in 1908 by the Nizam’s 
government with instruments do-
nated by one of the leading nobles, 
Nawab Jafar Jung who was also an 
amateur astronomer. 

The instruments included an 
eight-inch astrograph and 15-inch 

refractor. One of the landmark 
contributions of the observa-
tory has been the publication of 
13 volumes of the Astrographic 
Catalogue of the Hyderabad zones 
of the sky.

After the establishment of 
Osmania University in 1917, the 
observatory became a part of the 
university. This laid the founda-
tion of astronomy education in 
India. 

The formal teaching of astron-
omy at Osmania University began 
with the setting up of the Depart-
ment of Astronomy in 1959, while 
astronomy teaching at post-gradu-
ate level was introduced in 1960 -61. 
The department was recognized as 
the Centre of Advanced Study in 
Astronomy by the University Grants 
Commission in 1964. 

The department has produced 
more than 500 M.Sc. students and 
produced close to 50 doctorates.  
Many of them have become as-
tronomers in India and abroad.

“I was among the first batch of 
post graduates in astronomy from 
this department, and soon after I 

passed out I was offered the job of 
a lecturer.

 I joined here though I had job 
offers from the two other two In-
dian observatories – Kodaikanal 
and Nanital – too,” recalled Sarma 
Modali, who later shifted America 
for PhD and worked with NASA 
and NOAA there, while speaking to 
India Science Wire. 

The university telescope at Ran-
gapur has been used for the study of 
binary stars, black holes, neutron 
stars, white dwarfs, active galactic 
nuclei, peculiar stars, pulsating 
stars, galactic clusters. 

In addition, a 10 - feet radio 
telescope was installed at Japal-
Rangapur Observatory in 1980 for 
conducting research on the sun. 

Prof Vainu Bappu, the famous 
astronomer from Hyderabad, was 
the President of the society, Prof 
U. R. Rao, who later became the 
Chairperson of ISRO, was the Vice-
President, and Prof. KD Abhy-
ankar, who was the first head of 
the department and director of 
the university observatory, was the 
secretary of ASI. 

out against Kejriwal gov-
ernment’s ministers are 
nothing new.

The CBI had carried 
out searches at the office 
and residences of Reg-
istrar Rishi Raj and ad-
vocate Pradeep Sharma, 
which led to the recov-
ery of Rs 24 lakh in cash, 
nearly half a kilogram 
gold and also three prop-
erty documents relating 
to Jain.

These include two sale 
deeds of land and a Power 
of Attorney for land at 
Karala village here.

The probe agency 
also recovered a bank 
deposit slip book con-
taining counter foils de-
tailing cheque deposits 
of around Rs two crore 
during 2011 in Jain’s name 
and companies wherein 
he was serving as Direc-
tor, and in the name of his 
family members.

Besides, 41 cheque 
books in his name, his 
wife’s name and in the 
name of a private estate 
firm were also seized by 
the premier investigation 
agency.
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 This photo provided by the Syrian Civil Defense group known as the White Helmets, shows two civilians 
fleeing from the scene of an attack after airstrikes hit a rebel-held suburb near Damascus, Syria.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Turkish, Italian Presidents discuss 
bilateral ties
Rome, Feb. 6 (IANS): Italy’s President Sergio Mat-
tarella and his visiting Turkish counterpart Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan discussed bilateral relations during 
their meeting at the Quirinale Palace here, reports 
said. The talks between Mattarella and Erdogan 
lasted around 50 minutes, according to state-run 
Turkish news agency Anadolu. Mattarella received 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan at the Quirinale Palace dur-
ing his one-day visit to Rome. After their meeting, 
Mattarella and Erdogan lunched together at the 
Quirinale, the palace said, adding Italy’s Foreign 
Minister Angelino Alfano was also present. Erdogan 
earlier had an audience at the Vatican with Pope 
Francis and later met Premier Paolo Gentiloni at 
the prime minister’s office in Rome. Erdogan was 
received with full military honours at Palazzo Chigi. 
The Italian and Turkish national anthems were 
played at the welcome ceremony also attended 
by Alfano, Defence Minister Roberta Pinotti and 
Economic Development Minister Calo Calenda, 
Gentiloni’s office said. Pro-Kurdish groups mean-
while held protested Erdogan’s visit and clashed 
with security personnel following which two people 
were detained.

Two killed in US shooting
Washington, Feb. 6 (IANS): A police officer and 
a motor theft suspect were killed in a shooting in 
the US state of Colorado. The incident occurred 
on Monday afternoon when a police team were 
investigating a reported motor vehicle theft in 
Colorado Springs, south of Denver city, reports Efe 
news. According to Colorado Springs Police Chief 
Pete Carey, as the officers approached the suspect, 
“a struggle ensued and shots were fired”. As a result 
of the encounter, the suspect and the deputy from 
El Paso County Sheriff’s Office, who was identified 
as Micah Flick, were killed. 

Military helicopter disappears off 
Taiwan east coast
Taipei, Feb. 6 (IANS): A military helicopter with six 
people on board was missing after taking off from 
Orquideas island, east of Taiwan, the Interior 
Ministry said on Tuesday. The US-made “Black 
Hawk” helicopter was an emergency medical 
flight and is feared to have crashed in the Pacific 
Ocean on Monday night, reports Efe news. The 
helicopter arrived at Orquideas from the city of 
Taitung, located in the southeast of Taiwan, at 
11.09 p.m., and took off at 11.48 p.m., but lost 
contact three minutes later. Witnesses, includ-
ing relatives of some of those on board, said the 
helicopter took off and suddenly fell into the sea, 
according to local media reports. Rescue opera-
tions were ongoing.

Iran launches production line of 
combat drone
Tehran, Feb. 6 (IANS): Iran has launched the mass 
production line of a new tactical unmanned aerial 
vehicle armed with a precision-guided bomb, the 
media reported. Citing a state TV, Xinhua news 
agency reported that Iran’s Defence Ministry on 
Monday unveiled Mohajer 6 drone equipped with 
Qaem precision-guided bomb. Defence Minister 
Brigadier General Amir Hatami, who attended the 
ceremony, told reporters that Mohajer 6 has the 
capability to carry out surveillance, reconnaissance 
and combat missions within a wide operational 
radius. The new Iranian drone is capable of sending 
intelligence during day and night time and can take 
off from and land on short runways. Over the past 
decade, Iran’s development of the pilotless aircraft 
has intensified.

Colombo/Male, Feb. 6 
(PTI): Exiled former Mal-
divian president Moham-
ed Nasheed today sought 
India’s diplomatic and 
military intervention to 
resolve the ongoing po-
litical crisis in the island 
nation after President Ab-
dulla Yameen declared a 
state of emergency and 
troops arrested the top 
judge.

The picturesque In-
dian Ocean archipelago 
was plunged into chaos 
on Thursday when the 
Supreme Court called 
for the release of nine 
imprisoned opposition 
politicians, ruling that 
their trials were politically 
motivated and flawed.

The government re-
fused to implement the 
ruling, prompting a wave 
of protests in the capital, 
Male, with angry clashes 
between police and dem-
onstrators.

Yameen yesterday 
declared a state of emer-
gency. Chief Justice Ab-
dulla Saeed and another 
judge, Ali Hameed, were 

Warsaw, Feb. 6 (PTI):  Po-
land’s president said to-
day he will sign into law a 
controversial proposal to 
outlaw blaming Poland as 
a nation for crimes com-
mitted by Nazi Germany 
during the Holocaust, 
despite strong criticism 
from Israel and the Unit-
ed States.

But in an unusual 
move, President Andrzej 
Duda also said he will 
ask the country’s consti-
tutional court to evalu-
ate the bill, theoretically 
opening the way for par-
liament to amend it.

The law will impose 
prison terms of up to three 
years for falsely attribut-
ing the crimes of Nazi 
Germany to Poland. It has 
fueled a diplomatic crisis 
with Israel, which fears it 
will stifle discussion about 
the Holocaust and enable 
Poland to whitewash the 
role of Poles who killed or 
denounced Jews during 
the German occupation 
of Poland during World 
War II.

The United States also 
strongly opposes the leg-
islation, saying it could 
hurt Poland’s strategic 

Washington, Feb. 6 (PTI): 
A bill today was intro-
duced in the US House 
of Representatives to end 
non-defence aid to Paki-
stan as it “provides mili-
tary aid and intelligence” 
to terrorists.

It sought that the 
amount be redirect to 
infrastructure projects 
in the US. Introduced by 
Congressmen Mark San-
ford from South Carolina 
and Thomas Massie from 
Kentucky, the legislation 
will prohibit the US State 
Department and the US 
Agency for International 
Development (USAID) 
from sending American 
taxpayer money to Paki-
stan.

Massie said the US 
should not funnel mon-
ey to a government that 
“provides military aid and 
intelligence to terrorists”.

Sanford said, “When 
the American people sup-
port other nations, our 
generosity shouldn’t be 
used to reward terrorists 

with US taxpayer dollars. 
Couple this with the fact 
that the Highway Trust 
Fund will be USD 111 
billion short by 2026, and 
it simply makes financial 
sense to repurpose these 
funds for our infrastruc-
ture.” 

Senator Rand Paul, 
who introduced the com-
panion legislation in the 
Senate, said we fail to 
protect the country and 
steward taxpayers’ hard-
earned money when we 
support countries that 
chant “death to America 
and burn our flag”.

“Let’s bring that mon-
ey home and use it to help 
rebuild our infrastructure 
instead of giving it to a 
nation that persecutes 
Christians and imprisons 
people such as the doctor 
that helped us get Osama 
bin Laden,” he said.

The US, post 9/11, has 
provided nearly USD 34 
billion in aid to Pakistan, 
including USD 526 mil-
lion in 2017 alone.

Baghdad, Feb. 6 (PTI/AFP): Iraqi 
authorities today published a list of 
most wanted fugitives headed by 
elusive Islamic State group leader 
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi and his 
number two.

It was the second list Iraq had 
published this week of people 
wanted on suspicion of belonging 
to the Islamic State group, Al-Qaeda 
or the Baath Party of executed dic-
tator Saddam Hussein.

“They are more dangerous 

than those who appeared on the 
first list published on Sunday 
and they are wanted internation-
ally whereas the others are wanted 
only by the Iraqi courts,” a security 
official told AFP.

The IS leader appears on the 
list under his real name Ibrahim 
Awad Ibrahim Ali al-Badri al-
Samarrai.

His deputy is listed as Abdel 
Rahman al-Qaduli rather than his 
nom de guerre Abu Alaa al-Afari.

Seven other Iraqis are on the 
list as are five foreigners accused 
of IS membership -- two Saudis, a 
Jordanian, a Yemeni and a Qatari.

Sunday’s list contained the 
names of 60 wanted suspect, all 
but one of them Iraqis.

It includes the name of Sadd-
am’s daughter Raghad, who lives in 
neighbouring Jordan.

It also features 28 suspected IS 
jihadists, 12 from Al- Qaeda and 20 
Baathists.

Beijing, Feb. 6 (PTI): 
China today announced 
that it has successfully 
carried out a mid-course 
ground-based missile 
interception test within 
its own territory, on a 
day when India test fired 
its short-range nuclear-
capable Agni-1 missile.

The test of intercep-
tion technology was con-
ducted yesterday within 
China’s territory and 
achieved “preset goal”, 
the Ministry of National 
Defence said.

The test is defencive 
and does not target any 
country, state-run Xin-
hua news agency report-
ed.

The test comes amid 
months of international 
tension over North Ko-
rea’s nuclear weapons 
and missiles programme 
and Beijing’s firm oppo-
sition to the deployment 
of US interceptor mis-
siles, the Terminal High 
Altitude Area Defence 
(THAAD) in South Ko-
rea to ward off ward off 

any missile attacks from 
North Korea. Russia too 
opposed the deployment 
of THAAD Missiles.

China apprehends 
that the powerful radars 
of the THAAD missiles 
can monitor the move-
ment of its missiles in the 
country.

Beijing has also rap-
idly expanded its military 
presence on man-made 
islands in the South Chi-
na Sea, which it claims in 
its entirety, despite coun-
tering claims from other 

nations. It has also re-
peatedly sent coast guard 
vessels into waters con-
trolled by Japan around 
uninhabited islands in 
the East China Sea that 
China claims as its own.

Interestingly, the an-
nouncement by China 
comes on a day when In-
dia successfully test-fired 
its short-range nuclear- 
capable ballistic missile 
Agni-1 with a strike range 
of over 700 km from a 
test range off the Odisha 
coast.

Saqba, Feb. 6 (PTI/AFP): 
Fresh regime strikes on 
a besieged rebel-held 
enclave near Damascus 
killed 35 civilians today 
despite mounting West-
ern pressure on Syrian 
President Bashar al-As-
sad.

The bloodshed came 

a day after another 31 
civilians were killed in 
Eastern Ghouta and 
as the United Nations 
pleaded for a truce in the 
seven-year-old conflict 
to allow for aid deliveries.

Fighting also raged in 
the northwestern prov-
ince of Idlib, where the 

UN said the violence 
“made a mockery” of 
the de-escalation zones 
agreed last year in a bid to 
pave the way for an end 
to the war.

The latest casual-
ties in Ghouta, on pa-
per also a de- escalation 
zone, came as Wash-

London, Feb. 6 (IANS): The Euro-
pean Union’s chief Brexit negotiator 
Michel Barnier has said that the 
time has come for Britain to make 
its choice about its future relation-
ship with the EU once it leaves the 
bloc.

Barnier on Monday made his 
comments here as a new round of 
tough talks started in London to 
thrash out a future trading relation-
ship between both sides, Xinhua 
news agency reported.

He warned British Prime min-
ister Theresa May that leaving the 
customs union would result in 
unavoidable barriers to trade, add-
ing: “the time has come to make a 
choice”.

The EU negotiator will be hold-
ing talks during the week with May 
and Brexit Secretary David Davis.

Barnier’s warning came after 
May, ahead of the new round of 
negotiations, ruled out Britain’s 
staying in any form of customs un-
ion with the EU after Brexit.

After the opening meeting Mon-
day, Davis said the next round of 
negotiations would focus on the 
implementation period, in which 
they would try to give clarity and 
certainty to business.

“It will be time-limited and lead 

to us being outside the customs 
union and single market in the 
long-term,” Davis said, adding, “We 
are very keen that we continue to 
have an extremely good and close 
relationship, on economic and 
other grounds, and that it continues 
in the long term.”

Davis said Britain’s negotiating 
team would begin Tuesday on an 
intense negotiating period, saying 
he was confident an agreement 
could be reached at the March eco-
nomic council.

Barnier said that in a very short 
time negotiations must advance on 
three fronts: “The first is translating 
the withdrawal agreement into a 
legal text. 

The UK government has de-
cided the date of the UK’s with-
drawal. May has asked to benefit 
from the single market and cus-
toms union for a short period 
after this.”

Barnier said the European 
Council had indicated its readiness 
to consider May’s request.

He added: “Certainty on transi-
tion will only come with ratification 
of the withdrawal agreement. On 
the future relationship, we need 
clarity on UK proposals.

 The only thing I can say is with-

out the customs union, and outside 
the single market, barriers to trade 
in goods and services are unavoid-
able. The time has come to make a 
choice.”

Barnier said: “Negotiations for 
now are only about withdrawal and 
transition. We will start the discus-
sion on the future relationship after 
March. This will give time to the UK 
to clarify its position.”

Commenting on the govern-
ment choice to rule out any form 
of a customs union with the EU, 
Frances O’Grady, general secretary 
of the British Trades Union Con-
gress (TUC), said: “By ruling out a 
customs union, the government is 
choosing to put up barriers to UK 
trade with Europe. It will be bad for 
jobs, bad for investment and bad 
for business.”

“The Prime Minister must break 
free of the Brexit extremists in her 
party and put working people first. 
The best way to protect jobs, invest-
ment, and rights at work is through 
the single market and customs 
union.”

Britain will leave the EU in 
March 2019, with negotiations fo-
cusing on how rules will apply dur-
ing a post-Brexit transitional period 
of up to two years.

arrested hours after the 
government declared a 
state of emergency. No 
details were given about 
the investigation or any 
charges.

F o r m e r  P r e s i -
dent Maumoon Abdul 
Gayoom, who has allied 
himself with the Opposi-
tion, was detained at his 
home.

Nasheed, whose Mal-

divian Democratic Party 
(MDP) functions from 
Colombo, appealed for 
India’s help.

In a statement issued 
here by the MDP, Nash-
eed said, “We would like 
the Indian government 
to send an envoy, backed 
by its military, to free the 
judges and the politi-
cal detainees, including 
former President Mau-

moon Abdul Gayoom, 
from their detention and 
to bring them to their 
homes. We are asking for 
a physical presence”.

Nasheed said Presi-
dent Yameen has illegally 
declared martial law.

“President Yameen’s 
announcement which 
declares a state of emer-
gency, the banning of 
fundamental freedoms, 

and the suspension of 
the Supreme Court is 
tantamount to a declara-
tion of martial law in the 
Maldives. This declara-
tion is unconstitutional 
and illegal. Nobody in 
the Maldives is required 
to, nor should, follow this 
unlawful order,” Nasheed 
said.

“We must remove him 
from power. The people 
of the Maldives have a le-
gitimate request to world 
governments, especially 
to India and the United 
States”.

He also asked the US 
to ensure that all Ameri-
can financial institutions 
stop all transactions of 
the Yameen regime’s 
leaders.

Earlier, Nasheed also 
expressed concern over 
Yameen’s deliberate de-
lay in implementing the 
Supreme Court ruling to 
immediately release po-
litical prisoners.

“This deliberate re-
fusal by the government 
to uphold the Constitu-
tion further destabilises 

the Maldives and wider 
Indian Ocean security,” 
Nasheed said.

Nasheed,  50,  the 
country’s first democrat-
ically-elected leader -- 
was sentenced to 13 years 
in jail on terror charges 
in March 2015 over the 
arbitrary arrest of chief 
criminal judge Abdullah 
Muhammed during his 
presidency.

He was granted asy-
lum in the UK after he 
was authorised to seek 
medical treatment there 
amid mounting foreign 
pressure.

Nasheed was narrowly 
defeated in 2013 by Presi-
dent Yameen. Nasheed 
says his conviction on ter-
ror charges was politically 
motivated.

The Maldivian gov-
ernment holds that 
Nasheed is convicted for 
a crime and is wanted in 
the Maldives to serve a jail 
sentence. Nasheed said 
he will seek UN support 
to ensure he is allowed to 
contest this year’s elec-
tion.

relations with Israel and 
the US. The US has also 
expressed concerns that 
the law could hurt free-
dom of expression and 
academic research.

Defending the law, 
Duda said the law will 
not block Holocaust 
survivors and witnesses 
from talking about crimes 
committed by individual 
Poles.

“We do not deny that 
there were cases of huge 
wickedness,” he said in a 
speech.

But he said the point 
of the law is to prevent 
Poles and Poland from 
being wrongly accused of 

institutionalised partici-
pation in the Holocaust.

“No, there was no sys-
temic way in which Poles 
took part in it,” he said.

The legislation was 
earlier approved by par-
liament. It is not clear 
whether the Constitu-
tional Tribunal will ask 
for any changes, as it is 
controlled by Poland’s 
conservative ruling Law 
and Justice party.

Polish officials have 
long argued the law is 
needed to fight expres-
sions like “Polish death 
camps” for the camps 
Nazi Germany operated 
in occupied Poland.

The legislation has not 
only sparked a bitter dis-
pute with Israel it has also 
caused division within 
Poland, which has seen a 
marked increase of anti-
Semitic rhetoric in public 
debate in recent weeks.

On the weekend Bea-
ta Mazurek, the spokes-
woman for Law and Jus-
tice and a deputy speaker 
of parliament, quoted a 
Catholic priest on Twit-
ter who had said that the 
Israeli ambassador’s criti-
cism of the law has “make 
it hard for me to look at 
Jews with sympathy and 
kindness.” 

Ryszard Czarnecki, 
Vice President of the 
European Parliament, 
weighed in by saying on 
state TV that “the circles 
of American Jews have 
often been even more ag-
gressive than the Jewish 
circles in Israel.” 

Last evening, a small 
group of far-right advo-
cates demonstrated in 
front of the presidential 
palace demanding that 
Duda sign the law. They 
carried a banner that said, 
“Take off your yarmulke. 
Sign the bill.

ington threatened mili-
tary action over the re-
ported use of chemical 
weapons in the enclave, 
which regime and al-
lied forces have besieged 
since 2013.

The death toll rose 
from an initial report of 
16 “because the strikes 
are continuing -- some 
new victims died in Dou-
ma and some critically 
wounded people died of 
their wounds,” the Syrian 
Observatory for Human 
Rights said.

Observatory chief 
Rami Abdel Rahman 
added that few rebels 
were among the dead 
because they rarely left 
their tunnels and had 
better protection from air 
strikes than civilians, esti-
mated to number around 
400,000 in Ghouta.

In apparent retalia-
tion, rockets were fired 
on Damascus’s Bab al-
Touma neighbourhood, 
killing three civilians, the 
state news agency SANA 
reported.
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Kim congratulates sister 
Kylie on motherhood

Threat to Sonu 
Nigam’s life, 
security beefed up

Twinkle Khanna 
doesn’t support the 
idea of menstrual leave

Charlize Theron’s ‘Gringo’ 
to release in India in March

Sarah Silverman 
announces ‘conscious 
uncoupling’ with 
Micheal Sheen

Sonakshi wants freedom for 
elephants used as rides in Jaipur

‘Frasier’ star John 
Mahoney dead

T
he Maharashtra State Intel-
ligence Department (SID) has 
cautioned Mumbai Police 
about a threat to the life of 
Bollywood singer-actor Sonu 

Nigam, with a possible plan to eliminate 
him, a top official said here on Tuesday.

“We have monitored and sent intel-
ligence to the Mumbai Police that Nigam 
could be a target. It will be their respon-
sibility to act further in the matter,” a top 
SID official requesting anonymity told 
IANS.

The advisory has also been sent to the 
Mumbai Police VIP Protection Branch 
about the danger to the singer’s life in a 
public place or an event or a promotional 
function.

A police official from the Protection 
Branch, however, declined to comment 
on what level of security had now been 
provided to Nigam and for how long, or 
what kind of individuals or groups posed 

a threat to him.
When contacted, Nigam declined 

to comment clearly, saying: “I am as 
ambiguous (about the threat) as you 
are.”

In April 2017, the singer had 
come under fire from various 
organisations after he made a 
comment that the Muslims’ prayer 
call “Azaan” disturbed his sleep.

Following a huge controversy over 
what he said was “forced religious-
ness” in India, Nigam claimed he was 
only referring to the use of loudspeak-
ers for Azaan.

As the fracas continued, a West Bengal 
Muslim cleric announced a Rs.10 lakh 
reward for anyone who would shave Ni-
gam’s head. The singer accepted the chal-
lenge and voluntarily tonsured his head 
after offering to apologise to Muslims for 
hurting their religious sentiments.

IANS

A
ctress-producer Twinkle 
Khanna says women should 
not use menstruation as an 
excuse to go on a leave.

“I was a part of a show where in a 
lady said she runs more when she is on 
her period, so that no one can tell her 
to sit at home because she is weak,” 
Twinkle said here.

“A lot of people think women should 
stay at women, so why give them an 
excuse to stop women from doing 
anything. If there is too much pain, then 
one can take an off just like they do for 
any other sickness like a stomach ache. 
Women should not make 
period a reason to 
take a leave,” she 
added.

Twinkle was 
here on Mon-
day to pro-
mote her 
debut film 
production 

“Pad Man” -- a biopic on Arunachalam 
Muruganantham, the inventor of a 
low-cost sanitary pad making machine 
in India.

The film is based on a short story 
from Twinkle’s book “The Legend Of 
Lakshmi Prasad” which was inspired 
from the life of Muruganantham, a 
Tamil Nadu-based social activist who 
revolutionised the concept of menstrual 
hygiene in rural India by creating a low-
cost sanitary napkins machine.

“Pad Man” stars her husband Akshay 
Kumar as Muruganantham, while Ra-
dhika Apte plays his wife. Actor Sonam 
Kapoor will also be seen in a special role 
in the movie, which is being directed by 
R. Balki.

About how she got the idea to make 
a film on the subject, the mother of 

two said: “I was doing some research 
and reading some columns on men-

struation and I came across Muru-
ganantham’s story. Immediately it 

gripped me because this was an 
incredible story. There were two 

parts to this story. One part 
was menstruation where a 
man was doing something for 

his wife.
“It was also a story about 

innovation where a man was 
not limited by his educational 

qualifications or his lack of 
proficiency in English and 

he goes on to become an 
innovator. So even if we 
want to give a message 
across, we have to give 
it in an entertaining 
way. If it is not going to 
interest people then 
they will not watch the 
movie.”

Now, she hopes 
that the film will bring 
a change the way India 
looks at the topic of 
menstruation.

“It is an entertain-
ing film, and people 
will not feel uncomfort-

able while watch it with 
their families.”
“Pad Man” is slated to 

release on February 9.
IANS

A
ctress Sonakshi Sinha has 
written a letter to Rajas-
than Minister for Forest, 
Environment, Youth Affairs 
and Sports Gajendra Singh 

Khimsar to relocate an elephant to a 
rehabilitation facility for urgent care after 
reports of a violent beating.

A group of American tourists wit-
nessed eight men violently beating the 
elephant known as “Number 44” at 
Amber Fort.

Sonakshi has penned the letter on 
behalf of animal rights organisation Peo-
ple for the Ethical Treatment of Animals 
(PETA) India. She has written about “rapid 
and widespread abuse of elephants used 
for rides in Jaipur, including at Amber Fort”.

“I respectfully request that you start 
with Number 44, who should be confiscat-
ed and sent to a rehabilitation facility for 
treatment and care. This animal deserves 
to live without chains and in the com-
pany of other elephants,” she wrote.

Sinha’s letter follows PETA 
India’s complaint to the Chief 
Wildlife Warden of the Rajas-
than Forest Department, which 
resulted in a show-cause notice 
issued to Number 44’s custodian 
Wasid Khan, holding him respon-
sible for the abuse. 

As per PETA, the notice stated 
that an investigation carried out by 
the Regional Forest Officer for Jaipur 
Zoo, as well as a photograph sup-
plied by an American witness, indi-
cated that the elephant was treated 
cruelly, in violation of numerous 
animal-protection laws.

IANS

C
harlize Theron’s 
dark com-
edy “Gringo” will 
open in India on 
March 9.

The film, also starring 
David Oyelowo, Amanda 
Seyfried and Joel Edgerton, 
combines dark humour with 
dramatic intrigue. It is being 
brought to India by PVR Pic-
tures, a statement said. 

Directed by Nash Edger-
ton, the film revolves around 
mild-mannered business-
man Harold (Oyelowo) 
who is assigned the task of 
delivering the formula of 
a new weed pill to a lab in 
Mexico and all the obstacles 
he faces.

According to dailymail.
co.uk, it is a black comedy 
about the exploits of an 
unassuming businessman 
who inadvertently becomes 
a criminal after mixing 
with an unsavoury mix of 
mercenaries, Mexican drug 
dealers and the DEA. Theron 
will be seen essaying role of a 
shrewd businesswoman 

IANS

A
ctros Sarah Silverman and 
Michael Sheen have an-
nounced the end of their 
three-year relationship.

Silverman tweeted to an-
nounce the news a la Gwyneth Paltrow’s 
infamous breakup terminology, reported 
Fox News.

“The great Michael Sheen and I 
consciously uncoupled over Christmas. 
I mean, not ‘over Christmas’ - like that 
wasn’t the fight that ended it. No fight. 
We just live in different countries and it 
got hard. Felt we should just tell you all 
so you stop askin, ‘How’s Michael/How’s 
Sarah’,” she wrote.

Sheen is yet to comment on the 
update.

Silverman, 47, and the Welsh-born 
actor started dating in 2014. She previ-
ously dated late night host Jimmy Kim-
mel from 2002 to 2009.

Sheen, 49, dated actress Rachel Mc-
Adams for three years before his rela-
tionship with Silverman. He also dated 
ballet dancer Lorraine Stewart from late 
2004 to 2010. He shares one daughter 
with ex-partner Kate Beckinsale.

IANS

A
ctor John Mahoney, best known for 
playing Martin Crane on eleven seasons 
of “Frasier”, is dead. He was 77.

He died in Chicago on Sunday while 
in hospice care, his manager Paul Mar-

tino said, reports variety.com.
Mahoney played the father of Kelsey Grammer 

and David Hyde Pierce’s characters during the 
show’s run from 1993 to 2004. He won a Screen 
Actors Guild Award and received two Emmy and 
two Golden Globe nominations for his work on 
“Frasier”.

He was also a mainstay of Chicago’s theater 
community and a Tony winner in 1986 for his 
work on Broadway in John Guare’s “The House of 
Blue Leaves”.

From 2011 to 2014, Mahoney had a recurring 
role on “Hot in Cleveland” as Roy, the love inter-
est of Betty White’s character, Elka. He was much 
praised for his performance as an anguished CEO 
in psychological counseling on Season 2 of “In 
Treatment” in 2009.

Mahoney never married and had no children.
IANS

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 2 pm, 8 pm: 
Padmaavat (Hindi)

5 pm: Maze Runner: 
The Death Cure

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Reality TV star Kim Kardashian West congratulated her 
younger sister Kylie Jenner on becoming a mother to a girl. 
She says their daughters will be “besties”. Kim re-posted 
Kylie’s “To Our Daughter” video montage along with a 
heartfelt message, reports people.com. “Mommy Kylie!!! 
You did it!!!” wrote Kim, 37, on her website. “I’m so incred-
ibly proud of the woman you have grown up to be 
and I know that you are going to be the best mom 
to your new baby girl.” 
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Salman Butt 

Paris Saint-Germain pays Brazilian forward Neymar more than three 
million euros a month, by far the biggest salary in French football

View of the Chetheba local ground

Men in blue wants to make most of Proteas’ injury woes

11

Mirror Crossword 1727         sud0ku 1567
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1726

ACRoss
1. Military academy freshman
6. Chinese dynasty (1027-221 BC)
10. “Black bodies” physicist 

Satyenda ____
14. Radioactive gas
15. Yard
16. Formerly Persia
17. Series of 6 bowled balls in cricket
18. Greek god of war
19. Tear or wrench
20. Swings in a grandfather clock
22. Represent in notation
24. Periods of time
25. Capital of Iraq
26. Pictorial symbol
29. Withered
30. Ancient France
31. Largest type of warship
37. Brother journalists: Joseph and 

Stewart _____
39. Rodent
40. Frighten
41. Disperses
44. “Inter ____” = among other 

things
45. Projections or flaps
46. What this word is
48. Triumph
52. Compassionate exclamation
53. Decorates
54. Tipping over
58. Female horse
59. Formerly
61. Plural of vacuum
62. Writing instruments
63. Thrown off balance
64. In association (with)

65. Back talk
66. Active and vigorous
67. Common or non 
DoWn
1. Used to support
2. Bathe
3. Biblical garden
4. Brothels
5. Guarantee
6. Santa _____
7. Injury or damage
8. Indebted
9. Disentangle
10. Beginning of existence
11. Mountain nymph (Greek 

mythology)

12. Saint Nick 
13. Completed
21. Baby sheep
23. S-shaped moldings
25. Actress/singer _____ Midler
26. Mild oath or exclamation
27. African country
28. Kiss loudly
29. Statistics (abbrev.)
32. Arabia (poetic)
33. Suburb of New York City
34. “Angel ring”
35. Greek goddess of the rainbow
36. Comes in green pods
38. Mountain climbing spike
42. Those who break down 

communications into 
component parts

43. Exchange for money
47. Heavy coarse fabric
48. Unscrupulous seductive 

women
49. Pertaining to Mt. Ida in Crete
50. Painful thickenings of the skin 

on feet
51. Found in forests
52. Showing quick understanding
54. Utiliser
55. Symbol
56. Religious sisters
57. A test or challenge
60. Reputation (abbrev.)

solutions to suD0ku 1566

Confident India eye 3-0 lead 
against depleted S.Africa

Neymar gets 3 mn euros a month and 
PSG pay 12 of highest Ligue 1 salaries

Hectic preparations underway for Chakhesang wrestling meet

MPL: MRH FC thrash 
Mustang FC 5-1

Russian players tested after arrival in KoreaDisgraced ex-Pakistan skipper 
Butt to play in Bangladesh

Cape Town, Feb. 6 (IANS): 
Buoyed by the convinc-
ing wins in the opening 
two ODIs, India will fan-
cy their chances to take 
an unprecedented 3-0 
lead when they take on 
a depleted South African 
team, plagued by inju-
ries, in the third One-day 
International of the six-
match series at Newlands 
here on Wednesday.

The Virat Kohli-led 
tourists outclassed the 
hosts in the first couple 
of games in Durban and 
Centurion by six and nine 
wickets, respectively.

Previously, India have 
managed to win two 
ODIs in a bilateral series 
in South Africa -- in 1992-
93 and in 2010-11, only to 
lose 2-5 and 2-3, respec-
tively.

But given the circum-
stances in the ongoing se-
ries, with the hosts losing 
their top three players -- 
skipper Faf du Plessis, AB 
de Villiers and Quinton de 
Kock -- to various injuries, 
the men-in-blue have a 
bright chance to better 
their record on South Af-
rican soil.

Going into the third 
game, India is unlikely to 

tinker with the winning 
combination, which has 
excelled in all the depart-
ments.

Barring opener Ro-
hit Sharma, the top or-
der batting comprising 
Shikhar Dhawan, Kohli 
and Ajinkya Rahane have 
been in impressive form 
while in the bowling de-
partment, the wrist spin 
twins -- leggie Yuzvendra 
Chahal and chinaman 
Kuldeep Yadav -- have lit-
erally been the reason be-
hind India’s two victories 
so far, sharing 13 wickets 
between them.

The pace trio of Jasprit 
Bumrah, Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar and all-round-
er Hardik Pandya, have 
complemented the spin 
duo well by getting the 
early breakthrough and 
also keeping the pressure 
in the death overs.

South Africa, on the 
other hand, will need to 
revisit their strategy if they 
are to pose a threat to the 
confident rivals.

While the hosts didn’t 
rename a replacement 
for de Kock, young keeper 
Heinrich Klaasen, who 
finished as the third high-

est run-getter in South 
Africa’s domestic one-day 
tournament, is expected 
to make his ODI debut.

The hosts will be hop-
ing for a better and fast-
paced start from Klaasen, 
if he is asked to open 
along with Hashim Amla.

De Kock and Amla put 
on 30 and 39 runs for the 
opening stand in Dur-
ban and Centurion, after 
which the remaining bat-
ting line-up -- barring du 
Plessis’ hundred in the 
opener -- wilted against 
leg spin.

The Proteas could also 

Paris, Feb. 6 (AFP): Paris 
Saint-Germain pays 12 
of the 13 largest player 
salaries in the French 
league, led by Neymar, 
who makes 3.07 million 
euros ($3.8 million) gross 
a month, more than twice 
as much as the next high-
est earner, sports daily 
L’Equipe reported on 
Tuesday.

B e h i n d  N e y m a r, 
PSG players occupy the 
next seven places: Uru-
guayan Edinson Cavani 
makes 1.54 million euros 
a month, French teen-
ager Kylian Mbappe earns 
1.5m euros and Brazil-
ian defender Thiago Silva 
makes 1.33m euros.

Then come Argen-
tine midfielder Angel Di 
Maria and Brazilian de-
fender Marquinhos, both 
on 1.12m euros, Italian 
midfielder Thiago Mot-
ta (875,000 euros) and 
Argentine Javier Pastore 
(770,000 euros).

The first non-Parisian 
on the list is Radamel Fal-
cao, the Colombian striker 
who earns 750,000 euros a 
month and, because he is 
in Monaco, pays no taxes.

The top ten is rounded 
out by Dani Alves, anoth-
er Brazilian defender at 
PSG, who makes 700,000 
euros. Next come three 

include the more experi-
enced Ferhaan Behardien 
to bolster the middle-or-
der and leave out Khayeli-
hle Zondo after his mixed 
debut outing on Sunday.

It will be interesting 
to see if stand-in-skip-
per Aiden Markram still 
persists with the wrist 
spin duo of Imran Tahir 
and Tabraiz Shamsi in the 
third game.
Teams: 
India: Virat Kohli (Cap-
tain), Shikhar Dhawan, 
Rohit Sharma, Ajinkya 
Rahane, Shreyas Iyer, 
Manish Pandey, Dinesh 
Karthik, Kedar Jadhav, 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni 
( WK), Hardik Pandya, 
Yuzvendra Chahal, Kul-
deep Yadav, Axar Patel, 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Jas-
prit Bumrah, Mohammed 
Shami, Shardul Thakur.
So u t h  A f r i c a :  A i d e n 
Ma r k ra m  ( Ca p t a i n ) , 
Hashim Amla, Jean Paul 
Duminy, Imran Tahir, Da-
vid Miller, Morne Morkel, 
Chris Morris, Lungisani 
Ngidi, Andile Phehluk-
wayo, Kagiso Rabada, Ta-
braiz Shamsi, Khayelihle 
Zondo, Farhaan Behar-
dien, Heinrich Klaasen 
(WK).

more PSG stars -- Ger-
man striker Julian Draxler 
and Italian playmaker 
Marco Verratti both make 
600,000.

PSG’s French striker 
Hatem Ben Arfa is tied on 
500,000 euros a month 
with two Marseille play-
ers, the former West Ham 
player Dimitri Payet and 
Brazilian Luiz Gustavo.

At the other end of the 
Ligue 1 salary table are 
Amiens, where the av-
erage monthly salary is 
15,000 euros, including 
three players on just 2,800 
euros.

Since the sacking of 
the Marcelo Bielsa, who 
was making 560,000 euros 
a month to coach Lille 
before he stormed out, 
PSG’s Unai Emery has be-
come the highest earning 
manager on 450,000 euros 
a month.

Next comes another 
man working tax-free 
in Monaco, Leonardo 
Jardim, on 350,000 close-
ly followed by Claudio 
Ranieri, who won the 
English Premier League 
with Leicester in 2016 and 
makes 340,000 a month in 
Nantes.

Dimapur, Feb. 6 (EMN): 
MRH FC started their sea-
son with a big win as they 
overpowered Mustang FC 
5-1 in the second match 
of the ongoing Morning 
Premier League  played at 
Seikhazou ground on Tue.

Asu’s hat-trick made 
sure MRH FC registered 
an easy win over Mustang 
FC.  In the match, MRH 
FC started the match 
brightly as Asu scored the 
first goal in the first min-
ute, he went on to score 

the second and third goal 
in the 41st and 49th min-
ute to become the first 
hat-trick scorer in this 
year’s league’s edition. 

Mar did score a con-
solation goal in the 50th 
minute for Mustang FC 
but a goal each from Imti 
and Toshi completed the 
rout as the match ended 
5-1 to get the three points 
deserved for MRH FC. 
Wednesday’s match 
Morung United FC vs 
Morning Football Club

Pyeongchang, Feb. 6 (Re-
uters): The World Anti-
Doping Agency (WADA) 
signalled that Russian 
athletes cleared to com-
pete at the Winter Games 
will come in for heavy 
scrutiny after whisking 
more than half the wom-
en’s ice hockey team away 
for testing shortly before a 
training session.

Russian television 
network RT quoted head 
coach Aleksey Chistyakov 
as saying on Monday that 
a practice session had 
been interrupted by the 

tests after they arrived in 
South Korea.

“The team had an ex-
hausting journey, our lug-
gage was delayed and we 
were late for an evening 
training session,” he said.

“We were forced to 
conduct a short-handed 
practice as more than half 
of the team was taken 
by the doping officers 
and the girls were late for 
training.” The Interna-
tional Olympic Commit-
tee (IOC) banned Russia 
from Pyeongchang over 
“systematic manipula-

tion” of the anti-doping 
system in Sochi four years 
ago but left the door open 
for athletes with no his-
tory of doping to compete 
as neutrals.

It later invited 169 Rus-
sian athletes who met that 
criteria to participate in 
the Pyeongchang Games 
in a team officially known 
as “Olympic Athletes from 
Russia” (OAR). The OAR 
women’s ice hockey team 
will play in Group A at the 
Feb. 9-25 Games along-
side Canada, Finland and 
the United States.

Dhaka, Feb. 6 (AFP): The 
disgraced former Paki-
stan captain Salman Butt 
has arrived in Bangla-
desh to play his first full-
fledged competition out-
side his homeland since 
serving a five-year ban 
for spot fixing, an official 
said Tuesday.

He was cleared by the 
Pakistan Cricket Board to 
play in the latest edition 
of the Dhaka Premier 
League, a popular Ban-
gladesh club franchise 
which runs until March 
20.

Butt has committed 
to a full season for local 
giants Mohammedan 
Sporting Club, a club cap-
tained by Bangladesh all-
rounder Shakib Al Hasan.

The former Pakistan 
skipper is expected to 
make his debut against 
B r o t h e r s  Un i o n  o n 
Wednesday.

Mohammedan offi-
cial Wasim Khan said the 
club was looking for a 
left-handed opener and 
Butt “easily fit” the pro-
file, adding they were 
not concerned about his 
past.

“It happened long, 
long ago. He already 
served out his ban,” he 
said.

“We don’t think it 
should be an issue now. 
We have seen him scoring 
runs and that is impor-
tant to us.”

Butt was captain of 

Dimapur, Feb. 6 (EMN): 
Hectic preparations are 
on for the forthcoming 
26th wrestling meet of 
Chakhesang Wrestling As-
sociation (CWA) starting 
from Feb. 8-9 at the Chet-
heba local ground, about 
50 km away from Kohima.  

The meet is hosted 
by Chokri Area Wrestling 
Association and ground 
managed by Thenyizu 
Baptist Church in aid of 
forthcoming 75th anni-
versary.

With the pitiable road 
condition of state highway 
(Kohima-Chakhabama-
Zunheboto), the Thenyizu 
village on Tuesday con-
ducted a mass social work 
to clear the roads between 
Chakhabama-Chetheba 
in view of the wrestling 
meet. The ground man-
agement committee said 

they are expecting around 
10,000 spectators with a 
sitting gallery capacity 
of at least 5,000 and the 
plastic chairs summing 
up around 5,000.

While inviting the well 

wishers and spectators 
to witness the wrestling 
meet, the committee said 
the tickets are available 
at the venue at INR 1000 
for donors, chairs ranging 
from INR 200-500 and the 

gallery at INR 100. 
On Thur. Feb. 8, the in-

augural function will start 
from 8:30 am onwards; 
reigning champ Vechita 
Khesoh will be the torch 
bearer. Home Minister 

Kuzholuzo (Azo) Nienu 
will be attending the meet 
as the chief guest during 
the inaugural session. 

The Naga style wres-
tling champion will walk 
away with a cash prize of 
INR 1.50 lakh while the 
runner-up will be award-
ed INR 1 lakh. The 3rd 
and 4th place winner will 
receive INR 80,000 and 
50,000.

Five area/ranges viz 
Chokri, Seceku, Phek, 
Chozuba & Khezha/Khu-
zha tephe wrestling asso-
ciation will be competing 
for CWA wrestling cham-
pionship. Reigning cham-
pion Vechita Khesoh and 
other prominent wres-
tlers like Pfusato Tetseo, 
Venuzo Dawhuo, Khru-
zoto Tetseo, Surhoneyi 
Soho are competing in the 
wrestling meet.

Pakistan when fast bowl-
ers Mohammad Asif and 
Mohammad Amir de-
livered deliberate no-
balls during a Test match 
against England at Lord’s 
in August 2010.

The trio admitted to 
working with a book-
maker and served time 
in prison in England be-
fore being suspended for 
a minimum five years by 
the International Cricket 
Council. The ban ended 
on September 1, 2015.

Amir has since re-
turned to international 
cricket but Butt and Asif’s 
careers were limited to 
Pakistan’s domestic com-
petition.

Butt was allowed to 
play two matches in a 
Twenty20 competition 
in the United Arab Emir-
ates in January -- one 
controversial match in 
that event is under inves-
tigation by the ICC Anti-
Corruption Unit -- before 
being cleared to play in 
Bangladesh.

D h a k a  P r e m i e r 
League is a 50-over tour-
nament featuring many 
retired international 
players including Paki-
stan’s Wasim Akram and 
Shahid Afridi, Sri Lanka’s 
Arjuna Ranatunga and 
Sanath Jayasuriya, India’s 
Ajay Jadeja and England’s 
Neil Fairbrother.
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The Wizards are on a roll and have won all their games since all-star guard John Wall went down with 
a knee injury.

Premier League looking to introduce 
'winter break' before 2022 — Reports

Sindhu leads India to 3-2 win 
over Hong Kong in Asia C'ship

easy draw for indian 
badminton team in CWG

UEFA maintain ban for Real Madrid's 
Dani Carvajal after 'deliberate booking'

Wizards top Pacers, Pistons beat Blazers

Britain's Muhammad Ali handed two year ban for positive test

Courtois backs manager Conte after Watford defeat

Halep to miss Romania's Fed Cup tie vs Canada

Ronald Koeman named as Netherlands coach

London, Feb. 6 (reuters): The 
Premier League said on Tuesday 
that it is open to introducing a 
mid-season break, with British 
media reporting that it could be 
implemented before 2022 as part 
of the next TV rights deal.

Talks have been ongoing be-
tween the Football Association 
(FA) and the English Football 
League (EFL) regarding the pro-
posal as they explore the possibil-
ity of bringing the English fixture 
schedules in line with the top 
leagues in Germany, France, Italy 
and Spain.

According to reports, the pros-
pect of a European winter break 
is referenced in the tender docu-
ments that have been sent to 
potential broadcast partners.

The next domestic TV rights 
deal will cover 2019 to 2022, the 

results of which are due to be an-
nounced next week.

In response to media specula-
tion, the Premier League 
released a statement on 
Tuesday saying it was 
examining ways to ease 
fixture congestion, in-
cluding a winter break.

“ T h e  P r e m i e r 
League has been in dis-
cussions with the FA and 
EFL for several months 
regarding 
the chal-
lenges of 
the increas-
i n g l y  c o n -
gested English 
football calendar, and ways in 
which we can work together to 
ease fixture congestion while 
also giving players a mid-season 

break,” the statement said.
“Provided space can be found 

in the calendar, we are open to 
this in principle and will continue 
constructive discussions with our 
football stakeholders to seek a 

workable solution.”
It is reported that the 

break would take place 
in January and would 

not impact the tradition-
al English festive fixture 
schedule.

A winter 
break has 

long been 
mooted 
i n  t h e 

P r e m i e r 
League, not least by overseas 
coaches who have argued that 
the existing schedule is too taxing 
on players.

Louis van Gaal described play-
ing through the English winter as 
“evil” during his tenure as Man-
chester United manager. His 
successor, Jose Mourinho, said in 
November that it hampers English 
clubs’ chances in the knockout 
stages of European competitions.

There have also been sugges-
tions that the lack of a break leaves 
Premier League players tired for 
international competitions and in 
particular has been part of the rea-
son behind the England national 
team’s poor tournament record in 
recent years.

England manager Gareth 
Southgate, however, expressed 
doubt in December about wheth-
er a break would significantly 
enhance the team’s prospects of 
winning a first major trophy since 
1966.

Alor Setar (Malaysia), 
Feb. 6 (ptI): Olympic sil-
ver- medallist P V Sindhu 
led the women's team to 
a thrilling 3-2 win over 
Hong Kong as India made 
a positive start in the Asia 
badminton Team Cham-
pionship here today.

With London Olym-
pics bronze-medallist 
Saina Nehwal pulling out 
of the tournament cit-
ing a groin injury, Sindhu 
proved her mettle as she 
first claimed the singles 
match and then com-
bined with N Sikki Reddy 
to win the second doubles 
game here.

Sindhu recovered 
quickly from her heart-
breaking loss at the fi-
nals of the India Open last 
Sunday won 21-12 21-18 
over Hong Kong's Yip Pui 
Yin in the first singles.

Ashwini Ponnappa 
and Prajakta Sawant then 
played their heart out be-
fore losing 22-20 20-22 
10-21 to Ng Wing Yung 
and Yeung Nga Ting in a 
52-minute first women's 
doubles clash.

Young Sri Krishna Pri-
ya Kudaravalli took the 
court against Cheung Ying 

Mei but her gallant fight 
ended with a 19 -21 21-18 
20-22 loss in the second 
singles as India trailed 1 
-2 after three of the five-
match tie.

Sindhu then combined 
with Sikki and notched up 
a 21-15 15-21 21-14 win 
over Ng Tsz Yau and Yuen 
Sin Ying to equalise.

It eventually came 
down to the third singles 
and Ruthvika Shivani 
Gadde recovered from 
a game down to outwit 
Yeung Sum Yee 16-21 21-
16 21-13 to earn India the 

crucial win.
The Asia Team cham-

pionship is also a quali-
fier for the Uber Cup Fi-
nal with the semifinalists 
earning the right to play in 
Bangkok in May.

On Thursday, India 
will take on a formidable 
Japan, who boast of world 
no.2 Akane Yamaguchi 
and reigning world cham-
pion Nozomi Okuhara.

Saina, who had recov-
ered from an ankle injury 
to reach the finals of Indo-
nesia Masters last month, 
is likely to be missed.

Gold Coast, Feb. 6 (IANS): India found 
themselves in a relatively easier group 
A, alongside minnows Pakistan, Scot-
land and Sri Lanka in the draw for the 
Commonwealth Games mixed bad-
minton team event, which was released 
here on Tuesday.

The 2018 games will be held here 
from April 4 to 15.

Medal contenders Malaysia have 
been clubbed alongside Canada, Sey-
chelles and Ghana in Group D, while 
England have been placed with Austra-

lia, South Africa and Uganda in Group 
C. 

Group B consists of Singapore, Mau-
ritius, Zambia and Jamaica.

Each tie in the team event will 
feature five matches -- men's singles, 
women's singles and three doubles 
(men's, women's and mixed). 

The top two teams will move to the 
quarter-finals.

India won four medals -- a gold, a 
silver and two bronzes -- at the Glasgow 
edition in 2014.

London, Feb. 6 (reuters): 
British Olympic boxer 
Muhammad Ali has been 
banned for two years af-
ter testing positive for a 
banned steroid, the Inter-
national Amateur Boxing 
Association (AIBA) said on 
Tuesday.

The 21-year-old, who 
competed as a flyweight at 
the 2016 Olympic Games 
in Rio de Janeiro, failed a 
dope test at a World Series 
Boxing match between 
Morocco Atlas Lions and 
British Lionhearts in Cas-

London, Feb. 6 (reuters): 
Chelsea players remain 
supportive of manager 
Antonio Conte despite 
suffering a second suc-
cessive three-goal defeat 
in the Premier League 
on Monday, goalkeeper 
Thibaut Courtois has said.

Five days after los-
ing 3-0 at home to Bour-
nemouth, Chelsea’s de-
fence of their league title 
hit a new low when they 
were beaten 4-1 at Wat-
ford.

The result left them 
fourth in the table, 19 
points adrift of leaders 
Manchester City, and in-
creased the pressure al-
ready mounting on their 
Italian manager.

“We believe in him 
and we believe in our 
team. We have two bad 
results and we just try to 

Bucharest, Feb. 6 (IANS): 
Romanian tennis star 
Simona Halep on Tues-
day announced that she 
would not take part in her 
country's Federation Cup 
World Group II tie against 
Canada, citing ongoing 
health issues after suffer-
ing from exhaustion dur-
ing the Australian Open 
last week.
The world No.2 had to 
be rushed to the hospital 
on January 28 following 
her loss to Denmark's 
Caroline Wozniacki in the 
Australian Open women's 
singles final, reports Efe.

"After spending the 
last week resting and re-

get back, regroup and just 
continue,” Courtois told 
club’s website (www.chel-
seafc.com).

”Obviously we are dis-
appointed with the two 
results we have had in the 

last week, obviously it is 
not good, but we have to 
regroup in training, have 
heads high and continue 
the hard work and just 
continue what we were 
doing.

“We have now two bad 
losses but we are a team 
with the manager, and 
everyone is positive about 
that, and we will try to do 
our best to win next week.”

Chelsea were reduced 
to 10 men against Watford 
when Tiemoue Bakayoko 
was sent off after half an 
hour and they fell behind 
to Troy Deeney’s penalty 
12 minutes later.

Eden Hazard equalised 
eight minutes from time, 
but late goals from Daryl 
Janmaat, Gerard Deulo-
feu and Roberto Pereyra 
condemned Chelsea to 
back-to-back three-goal 
defeats for the first time 
since 1995.

“We showed that we 
wanted to fight, even with 
10 men, and that shows 
we have character, but 
when you lose twice like 

that, it is not good and 
there are questions raised, 
but we go back to training 
with the manager, and 
training well and turn this 
situation around,” Cour-
tois added.

Chelsea started 2018 
second in the table and 
in the semi-finals of the 
League Cup, but they were 
beaten over two legs by Ar-
senal and have drawn two 
and lost two of their five 
Premier League matches 
so far this year.

Conte’s side are now 
just one point ahead of 
fifth-placed Tottenham 
Hotspur and face a fight 
for Champions League 
qualification. They remain 
in this season’s competi-
tion but face runaway La 
Liga leaders Barcelona in 
the last-16, with the first 
leg at home on Feb. 20.

ablanca last April.
He was provisionally 

suspended from all in-
ternational and domestic 

competitions last October.
AIBA said in a state-

ment on i ts  website 
(www.aiba.org) that it had 

Los Angeles, Feb. 6 (AFp): 
The Washington Wizards 
are playing like contend-
ers again as they took ad-
vantage of an out-of-sync 
Indiana Pacers team to 
pull off a 111-102 win as 
eight players scored in 
double figures.

All-star guard Bradley 
Beal scored 21 points and 
Kelly Oubre had 15 for the 
Wizards, who earned their 
season-best fifth consecu-
tive victory on Monday.

"I thought everybody 
chipped in and played 
well," Washington coach 
Scott Brooks said.

The Wizards are on a 

roll and they are beating 
good teams without all-
star guard John Wall.

Since Wall went down 
with an injured left knee, 
Washington has won all 
their games. The latest vic-
tory also gave the Wizards 
their fourth in a row over 
the Pacers.

"John is such a key 
and valuable piece to 
our team," Beal said. "He 
draws so much attention 
at what he brings to both 
ends of the floor, that's 
kind of irreplaceable.

"It's definitely a huge 
hit to us having him out, 
but we've been having 

some success. We've fig-
ured it out a little bit."

Besides having eight 
players in double figures, 
three Wizards grabbed at 
least seven rebounds.

Tomas Satoransky and 
Tim Frazier each finished 
with six assists for Wash-
ington, who outscored 
Indiana 30-11 in transition 
and had a 43-35 rebound-
ing edge.

While the Wizards 
were flying high, the Pac-
ers weren't themselves as 
they had their six-game 
home winning streak 
halted.

With all-star guard Vic-

Madrid, Feb. 6 (reuters): 
Holders Real Madrid 
have been dealt a blow 
ahead of next week’s 
C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e 
last-16 first leg tie with 
Paris St Germain after 
UEFA said on Tuesday 
that it will uphold the 
decision to suspend de-
fender Dani Carvajal for 
deliberately picking up a 
booking.

Carvajal was shown 
a yellow card in the 90th 
minute for time wast-
ing in the La Liga club’s 

imposed the ban after 
reaching a “settlement 
agreement” on the case, 
without giving details.

GB Boxing noted the 
decision and said AIBA 
had also expressed an 
opinion “that the athlete 
did not take the prohib-
ited substances with the 
intention to cheat.” The 
boxer told the BBC the 
length of the ban was “ex-
treme” but he had to ac-
cept it and move on, with 
the aim of competing at 
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.

6-0 group stage win over 
APOEL Nicosia in No-
vember. As it was the 
full back’s third in that 
phase of the competi-
tion it ruled him out of 

their final group game, 
but in theory would have 
meant he was available 
for the upcoming round 
of 16 fixtures without the 
risk of further immediate 
suspension.

However, last Decem-
ber UEFA announced 
that their Control, Ethics 
and Disciplinary Body 
felt the player breached 
Article 15 of its disci-
plinary regulations and 
rejected the European 
c h a m p i o n s’  a p p e a l 
against the extended 

sanction. “The appeal 
lodged by Real Madrid 
CF has been dismissed 
and the UEFA CEDB’s 
decision of 7 December 
is confirmed,” a UEFA 
statement said.

“Given that Carvajal 
did not participate in 
the match between Real 
Madrid CF and Borussia 
Dortmund played on 6 
December 2017, the play-
er still has to serve one 
UEFA competition match 
for which he would be 
otherwise eligible.”

tor Oladipo out with an 
illness and point guard 
Darren Collison out with 
a bad left knee, the Pacers 
never mustered a serious 
challenge.

Bojan Bogdanovic 
scored a season-high 29 
points for the Pacers as 
he tried to spur a fourth-
quarter rally. Joe Young 
added 17.

"Vic is our go-to guy," 
said Bogdanovic. "We 
knew it was going to be 
tough without both.

"They play heavy min-
utes. We got two less play-
ers in the rotation. I think 
they didn't win this game. 
We lost this game with too 
many turnovers and too 
many easy points."

Elsewhere,  Andre 
Drummond had 17 points 
and 17 rebounds, and the 
Detroit Pistons earned 
their fourth straight win 
with a 111-91 victory over 
the Portland Trail Blazers.

Detroit has won three 
in a row since trading for 
Blake Griffin last week. 
Griffin led Detroit in scor-
ing Monday, but he had 
ample help on offence.

The victory moved the 
Pistons back to .500 and 
even with Philadelphia 
for the final playoff spot in 
the Eastern Conference.

habbing my injury from 
the Australian Open, un-
fortunately it has not re-
covered quickly enough 

for me to take part in our 
Fed Cup tie this weekend," 
the 26-year-old said via 
her official Facebook page.

"I'm sad, as playing 
for Romania is very im-
portant to me but I look 
forward to seeing every-
one in Cluj, as I will travel 
to support my teammates 
in this very important tie," 
she added. Halep called 
for a medical timeout dur-
ing the second set of the 
Australian Open final in 
order to have her blood 
pressure taken, as the ex-
treme heat in Melbourne 
took its toll. After holding 
the top spot in the world 
rankings for 15 weeks, 
Halep was knocked to sec-
ond spot by Wozniacki fol-
lowing the latter's maiden 
Grand Slam title victory.

Zeist (Netherlands), Feb. 
6 (reuters): Ronald Koe-
man has been appointed 
as coach of the Nether-
lands national team up 
to and including the 2022 
World Cup, the Dutch 
f o o t b a l l  a s s o c i a t i o n 
(KNVB) announced on 
Tuesday.

The 54-year-old for-
mer international defend-
er is the seventh coach in 
eight years for the Dutch 
team, who were runners-
up at the 2010 World Cup 
and finished third in Bra-
zil four years later but 
failed to qualify for the 

2018 finals in Russia.
He will be expected to 

help the Dutch to qualify 
for the next European 
Championship in 2020 
and World Cup two years 
thereafter, reviving the 
team’s fortunes in the pro-
cess.

Koeman, who earned 
78 caps for the Nether-
lands, succeeds Dick Ad-
vocaat, who had been 
b r o u g h t  i n  m i d w a y 
through last year after the 
sacking of Danny Blind 
in March. His first assign-
ment will be a friendly 
against England at the 

Amsterdam Arena on 
March 23, followed by a 
meeting with Portugal in 
Geneva three days later. 
The Dutch are helping 
the two Russia-bound 
teams prepare for this 
year’s World Cup. Koe-
man has been out of work 
since being dismissed by 
Everton last October after 
a poor run of form in the 
Premier League.

He did, however, en-
joy significant success 
as a club coach in his 
homeland winning three 
Eredivisie titles - two with 
Ajax Amsterdam (2001-

02, 2003-04) and one with 
PSV Eindhoven (2006-07).

He has also coached 
Vitesse Arnhem, Benfica, 
Valencia, AZ Alkmaar, 
Feyenoord and South-
ampton. His coaching ca-
reer began as an assistant 
to Guus Hiddink with the 
Dutch side in 1997 but he 
left after a year to take up 
a similar role under Louis 
van Gaal at Barcelona.

Former Dutch inter-
national Kees van Won-
deren will be Koeman’s 
assistant with Patrick 
Lodewijks as goalkeeper 
coach.


