
Some of the burnt vehicles at the scene of the carnage on Sun. night at Wokha town.
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Y M Humtsoe and Chobhathung Odyuo.  
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Dimapur, Feb. 4 (EMN): 
The NSCN (IM) has reit-
erated its stand that ‘im-
posed election (in Naga-
land) is not acceptable to 
the Naga people.’ 

A press statement 
from the group on Sun. 
asserted that it ‘fully sup-
ports the prudent deci-
sion of the Naga people’ 
to choose solution of the 
Naga issue, and not go for 
elections. 

“We will stand by this 
decision to the end. We 
fully appreciate the wis-
dom of the Core Com-
mittee (CCNTHCO), the 
churches, tribal bodies , 
apex Naga organizations 
including Naga Hoho, 
Naga Council Dimapur, 
Naga mothers, the Naga 
Students' Federation, 
ENPO and others for their 
earnest and consistent 
decision to stand by the 
Naga people’s will.

“The NSCN shall up-
hold the historical and po-
litical rights of the Nagas 
and sincerely endeavour 
to negotiate an honour-
able political settlement 
based on unique history 
and situation of the Na-
gas and the 3rd August, 
2015 framework agree-
ment between the GoI 

The CCNTHCO has also issued a state-
ment asking political parties to ‘prove 
their worth’ by not issuing party tickets.      

“The CCNTHCO expects that all 
those political parties who signed the 
pledges on their own volition to pave way 
for solution first and for the purpose of 
which they committed not to issue party 
tickets will prove their worth only when 
one puts it into action. What CCNTHCO 
is expected to shoulder, it has accom-
plished its assignments. The rest are 
therefore left to those who are supposed 
to implement the resolutions practically,” 
it stated. 

The solution to the Naga political is-
sue, it stated, has become imperative ‘as 
it can give answers to lot of our questions, 
it can mitigate our burdens and bring 
sustainable peace’ to Naga lands. “To this 
end, the GOI has agreed to jointly work 
out answers. Indeed, this is the opportu-
nity for the Nagas to avail that chance at 
this very moment. 

“The deep concern of the conscien-
tious Nagas is that if we are to hinder 
the progress of the negotiations though 
not necessarily derailing it ourselves, the 
greater loss will be to us. The need of the 
hour is therefore how we can collectively 
and cohesively give the requisite impetus 
to the processes of negotiations and to 

urge for expeditious logical conclusions. 
With this very ambition, the Nagas from 
all walks of life mutually agreed to give 
priority chances to political solution than 
having election simultaneously with the 
processes of negotiations.”

This in turn brought ‘the Nagas to-
gether in a spectacular manner to come 
to a consensus decision for solution be-
fore election’, according to the commit-
tee. Anyone, it added, ‘can misconstrue’ 
the push for solution before election as 
anti-constitutional or anti-India. “The 
solution in the present context should 
never be misread. Solution, when arrived 
will be good for Nagas in particular and 
for GOI in general.” 

The committee, it reminded, was not 
the ‘sole authority with powers to force 
anyone to refrain, be it a political party 
or an aspiring election candidate from 
participation’ in the elections.

“It is therefore the bounden respon-
sibility for every Naga to voluntarily 
contribute towards solution and none 
should hinder the processes for negotia-
tion. Particularly, the Naga leaders and 
the sensible Nagas must never depend 
on someone else to clean the Naga dirty 
linen nor should anyone irresponsibly 
opt for posture of ‘holier than thou’ at 
the cost of common man in this venture.”

Mumbai, Feb. 4 (PTI): Maharashtra 
Congress chief Ashok Chavan has ap-
pealed to CPI (M) leader Prakash Karat 
to reconsider his resolution of "no 
alliance" with the party in the larger 
interest of the country ahead of the 
Left party's general session in April.

Appealing to Karat, the CPI (M) 
politburo member, to do a rethink 
on his resolution of "no alliance and 
no cooperation" with the Congress, 
Chavan said "any prick lines with the 
Congress can always be sorted out".

In a move aimed at consolidating 
anti-BJP parties ahead of 2019 polls, 
Chavan also asked Bharip Bahujan 
Mahasangh president and Dalit leader 
Prakash Ambedkar to drop his anti- 
Congress pitch while dubbing him as 
an "erudite leader of the Dalits after B 
R Ambedkar".

In a politically significant devel-
opment, CPI (M) general secretary 
Sitaram Yechury's draft resolution 

proposing an alliance with the Con-
gress was defeated in voting during 
the party's central committee meeting 
last month.

In a blog yesterday, Chavan said it 
was "flummoxing” that when comrade 
Yechury and comrade Raja walked 
shoulder to shoulder with other oppo-
sition leaders in the "save the Consti-
tution" march, the Congress became 
"untouchable" for comrade Karat at 
this critical juncture.

Chavan was referring to the march 
which was held in south Mumbai 
on January 26 and was attended by 
Left leaders, JD (U) rebel Sharad Ya-
dav, NC's Omar Abdullah, NCP chief 
Sharad Pawar and others.

"I can only pray that that he (Karat) 
does a rethink before his party's gener-
al session in April, where his resolution 
will be ratified or rejected, in the larger 
interest of the country. Any prick lines 
with the Congress can always be sorted 

out," the former chief minister said.
He also took an apparent jibe at 

Ramdas Athawale, the Union minister 
of state for social justice in the NDA 
government.

"Prakash Ambedkar is emerging as 
an erudite leader of the Dalits after Ba-
basaheb Ambedkar. He is astute, edu-
cated, sophisticated and presentable.

"It is these qualities that make him 
stand apart from those who claim to 
be champions of the Dalit cause but 
have fallen for allurement and largesse 
of BJP," Chavan said.

Athawale's RPI (A) has the largest 
following among the Dalits in Ma-
harashtra who are divided in various 
factions.

"I have personally witnessed how 
they lost their trustworthiness and are 
being hated by the Dalit community.

This is the time when Prakashji 
needs as many friends as possible 
across the political spectrum to con-

solidate his position," Chavan said.
He also showered praises on Pra-

kash Ambedkar, the grandson of B R 
Ambedkar, but expressed dissatisfac-
tion over his decision of staying away 
from the march.

He said the march was not the 
occasion to display the "discomfort" 
Prakash Ambedkar had with certain 
leaders. "It (the march) was an expres-
sion of disenchantment with current 
rulers and solidarity with the Consti-
tution. Why shy away from shaking 
hands with the Congress to begin 
with," he said.

"I'm sure Prakash Karat and 
Prakash Ambedkar are both bright 
enough to distinguish who the real en-
emy is and how any rigid stance may 
eventually help the monster grow," the 
Nanded MP said.

Today, we are witnessing what 
can be described as butchering of in-
nocent people on the false notions of 

nationalism, he alleged.
"Disastrous economic policies and 

immature financial decisions have 
wrecked havoc on the life of work-
ers farmers and lower middle class," 
Chavan said.

In a bid to reach larger constituen-
cy, Chavan said the "religious suprem-
acy" was thrust upon the country.

He alleged that the unchecked ar-
rogance of the current dispensation 
had reached its peak and religious 
supremacy was being thrust upon the 
country.

Minorities and Dalits were being 
treated as secondary citizens and even 
ministers were saying that they had 
assumed power to alter India's secular 
constitution, Chavan said.

The Congress is trying to bring 
together opposition parties on a wider 
anti-BJP platform in a bid to pose a for-
midable challenge to the saffron party 
in the 2019 elections. 

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Feb. 4 (EMN): 
Family members of an 
aspiring candidate from 
the 38th Wokha assembly 
constituency YM Humtsoe 
were attacked reportedly 
by supporters of another 
candidate on Sun. night at 
Wokha town.

The incident occurred 
around 7.30 pm when the 
mob attacked the house 
of Humtsoe’s father, Y 
Yanphamo and brother, 
Janbemo.  According to the 
victim’s family, the mob 
gathered at both the hous-
es and wrecked properties 
besides setting fire to some 
vehicles.    

Three vehicles includ-
ing a Gypsy, a Premier Rio, 
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and the NSCN. We will not 
betray the responsibility 
and trust reposed on us 
by God and the Naga peo-

ple,” the statement read.
The group warned that 

“serious consequences as 
per the azha of the gov-

ernment shall be imposed 
on any national worker 
found defying the deci-
sion of the Naga people.” 

and a Honda City were 
burned, it was informed. 
The mob also torched 

stacked timber meant to 
be used as firewood. At the 
brother’s place, three more 

vehicles including a Scor-
pio, a Celerio, and a Gypsy 
were damaged by the mob.  

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Feb. 4 (EMN): Af-
ter being snubbed by the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), an intending can-
didate from the 37th Tyui 
assembly constituency, 
Chobhathung Odyuo on 
Sun. joined the Janata Dal 
(United). 

The BJP on Sat. an-
nounced that the former 
Home Minister Y Patton 
would contest said con-
stituency on the BJP tick-
et. Patton joined the BJP 
on Jan. 16, 2018.

 On Sun. Odyuo and 
his supporters met with 
the convener of the JD 
(U) campaign commit-
tee, YM Humtsoe, seeking 
the party’s ticket. A ‘pro-
gramme’ was also held 
at the JD (U) state unit’s 
head office at PWD colony 
in Wokha town.

During the meeting, 

Odyuo said that though 
he did not have any differ-
ences with anyone, he was 
disappointed at being de-
nied the BJP ticket. This, 
he felt, was an 'ill-treat-
ment' that hurt his senti-
ment. The BJP’s decision, 
he said, was taken without 
ascertaining ‘ground reali-
ties.’ 

According to Odyuo, 
he was assured a BJP tick-
et by Ananta Mishra, ‘BJP 
central representative,’ at 
a booth level meeting on 
Jul. 18, 2017 at Yikhum 
village community hall. 
This ‘treachery’ made him 
choose the JD (U), he said. 

Welcoming the entry 
of Odyuo, the JD (U) cam-
paign committee conven-
er Humtsoe said it would 
help the party gain mo-
mentum in the district. He 
informed that the JD (U) 
will issue tickets on Feb. 6.   

New Delhi, Feb. 4 (IANS): 
Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi on Sunday took 
a dig at Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi over his 
2015 claim on Naga peace 
accord which is "nowhere 
to be found".

"August 2015, Modi 
claims to create history 
by signing the Naga ac-
cord. Feb(ruary) 2018, 
Naga accord is still no-
where to be found," Gan-
dhi tweeted. 

"Modiji is the first ever 
Indian PM whose words 
don't mean anything."

Modi on August 3, 
2015, announced that the 
government had entered 
into an agreement with 
Naga insurgent groups.

He said the accord did 
not just mark the end of a 
problem but the "begin-
ning of a new future" in 
the northeast region with 
which he shared "deep" 
relationship. 

Dimapur, Feb. 4 (EMN):  
The Nagaland unit of the 
Aam Admi Party (AAP) 
on Sun. announced that 
it was prepared to par-
ticipate “if the common 
people welcome” the Na-
galand assembly elections 
scheduled for Feb. 27. 

An AAP statement on 

Agartala, Feb. 4 (PTI): The 
coming Assembly election in 
Tripura is likely to witness a 
fight between the CPI (M)-led 
Left Front and the BJP in the 
state.

The state had in the past 
witnessed an electoral battle 
between the CPI (M) and the 
Congress.

Sudip Roy Burman, former 
state Congress president and 
an MLA who had joined the 
BJP, said, "The Congress was 
not serious about fighting the 
CPI (M)" and claimed that the 
BJP would defeat the Marxists 
in the Assembly poll.

Burman, who headed the 
state Congress in 2013 As-
sembly election, told PTI, "In 
2013, the CPI (M) had faced 
strong anti-incumbency but 
Congress central leadership 
had helped CPI(M) in the state 
clandestinely for enjoying 
the party's support in Parlia-
ment".

CPI (M) politburo member 
Prakash Karat also admitted 
that this time it is a contest 
between the Left Front and 
the BJP in the February 18 
election.

"All the earlier elections in 
the state were fought between 
the Left Front and the Con-

gress but this time, it is a con-
test between the BJP and the 
Left Front as Congress leaders 
and supporters had joined 
the saffron party", Karat had 
stated at an election meeting 
in South Tripura on Friday.

Six Congress MLAs includ-
ing Burman had crossed over 
to the BJP.

"We are forced to join 
the BJP as we found that the 
Congress is not serious about 
fighting the CPI (M)", Burman 
said.

Tripura Congress vice-
president, Tapas Dey said, "A 
communal party like the BJP 
became so strong in the state 
due to the misrule and parti-
san behaviour of the CPI (M)".

The CPI (M) never fulfilled 
the justified demands of the 
people, he said and alleged, 
"They (CPIM) have a vindic-
tive attitude towards people 
who do not support them." 

CPI (M) spokesperson 
Gautam Das said, Tripura is a 
model state in the country in 
terms of development.

"The pro-people pro-
grammes of the Left Front 
government, especially for the 
poor and the working class, 
would bring it back to power", 
he said.

To garner the tribal vote 
which constituted around 31 
per cent in the state, BJP has 
stitched an alliance with the 
Indigenous People's Front of 
Tripura (IPFT).

"The alliance between BJP 
and IPFT will make a strong 
impact in the 20 tribal reserve 
constituencies," said Mrinal 
Kanti Deb, BJP spokesperson.

Karat had, however, al-
leged that the IPFT is the mask 
of insurgents, who had killed 
people of the state a decade-
and- a-half ago.

The BJP forging an alli-
ance with such a party was 
tantamount to "sedition", the 
senior CPI (M) leader had said.

That the BJP is very seri-
ous in wresting power from 
the CPI (M) is evident from 
the list of its star campaigners 
like Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Home minister Rajnath 
Singh, BJP president Amit 
Shah and a galaxy of party 
leaders who will campaign for 
party candidates in Tripura.

Cautioning the people 
in the state, Karat had said, 
"The Assembly election in the 
state is important not only for 
Tripura, but for entire India, as 
it would show which way the 
country would move". 

Sun. informed that ‘nomination of the 
candidates will continue’ if the polls 
were held as scheduled. It stated that 
the party was fully prepared to respond 
to the ‘current political situation’ in 
Nagaland. 

“The party is committed to engage 
with the needs of the common people 
for the political transformation in the 
state. Seeing the deplorable political 
and social situation of the common 
people, AAP strongly aims to bring 
justice to the right of the common peo-
ple by primary focus on social welfare 
scheme, roads, health centre and edu-
cation. AAP assures the common peo-
ple that if the party comes into power 
and if AAP leaders are elected, the above 
manifestos will be truly implemented,” 
the statement read. 

Nomination of candidates, it in-
formed, will be done in the next few 
days. “The party is prepared with all the 
candidates who would contest in the 
election. The party informs all the in-
tending candidates to remain prepared 
with all the required information,” it 
added. 

Dimapur, Feb. 4 (EMN): Three more legislators of the Naga Peo-
ple’s Front (NPF) have resigned from the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly (NLA). 

According to a government notification, the legislators who 
resigned were Tovihoto Ayemi (Dimapur-I), R Merentoshi Jamir 
(25th Mongoya) and Imtikumzuk (26th Aolenden).  Conse-
quently, the NLA speaker has declared their seats vacant.   
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Sushil Kumar Patel addressing polling officials during the 1st phase training programme at the 
Dimapur Govt. College.

An Assam Rifles official addressing participants during the seminar at Pfutsero on Feb. 4.

Resource persons and participants pose for the lens after the training programme.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Dimapur, Feb. 4 (EMN): The 
1st phase of training for poll-
ing personnel of Dimapur 
district for the ensuing assem-
bly election was conducted at 
Dimapur College on Feb. 2. 

Addressing the gather-
ing, District Election Officer, 
Dimapur Sushil Kumar Patel 
urged the gathering to be at-
tentive in the training as all 
the hard works which has 
been going on for the last few 
months by the administra-
tion and different machinery 
would go wasted if they do 
not perform well on the poll-
ing day. 

He also warned them not 
to come requesting for exemp-
tion of duty unless they are 
recommended by the medical 
board. The polling person-
nel would be trained in three 
phases by 32 master trainers.

Dimapur, Feb. 4 (EMN): 
Department of Agriculture 
distributed potato seeds 
to farmers under Mang-
kolemba sub-division. The 
seeds were provided free 
of costs under the RKVY 
(seed production) scheme 
on Feb.2.

During the distribu-
tion, SDAO A Temsu Aier 

advised farmers to properly 
cultivation for high yield. 
Farmers were also asked to 
minimize the use of chemi-
cal inputs and practices 
organic farming for sus-
tainable livelihood. 

The SDAO also encour-
aged them to avail benefits 
provided by the depart-
ment.

Dimapur, Feb. 4 (EMN): PRO 
Defence has notified that 
army recruitment rally will 
be conducted at New DC 
football ground in Tuensang 
from April 9-15 for enrolment 
of youths from Nagaland only. 

Online application will 
open commence from Feb. 
8-24. For registration one may 
login to www.joinindianarmy.
nic.in. Candidates who have 
already registered in the pre-
vious rally may also login and 
can apply.

Vacancies available are 
soldier GD (10th or 12th std), 
technical (12th std with Phys-
ics, Chemistry, Maths and 
English), soldier NA (12th std 
with Physics, Chemistry, Biol-
ogy and English), clerk / store 
keeper technical / inventory 
management (12th std with 
English and Maths / Book 
Keeping / Accounts as com-
pulsory subject either in 10th 
or 12th), tradesmen (8th and 
10th std simple pass).

 CEE will be conducted at 
Rangapahar on May. 27. 

For any query one has 
been asked to contact 03862-
248845 and 8974958673 
between 8:30 to 2 p.m. on 
working days. Last date of 
registration is March 24.

Dimapur, Feb. 4 (EMN): To 
commemorate World Cancer 
Day, the Chieswema Battalion 
of Assam Rifles under the aegis 
of HQ IGAR (N) conducted a 
cancer awareness programme 
on Feb. 4 at Pfutsero.

The programme was said 
to have organised to spread 
awareness in prevention, de-
tection and treatment of can-
cer. 

The speaker also stressed 
on ill effects of tobacco, smok-
ing and alcohol. 

Representatives from 11 
villages is said to have attend-
ed the programme.

Dimapur, Feb. 4 (EMN): 
State governor PB Acharya 
has congratulated Man-
sha, Shangpong, Yaoknei 
and Chingai, who were 
conferred the National 
Bravery Award 2017, a 
press release from Pro de-
fence informed on Sat.

The awards were pre-
sented by the Prime Min-
ister of India, Narendra 
Modi, on January 23 in 

New Delhi. 
The governor stated 

that the award appropri-
ately recognises the enor-
mous courage and bravery 
they have shown in saving 
the life of Meribeni and 
Chumben. The governor 
has encouraged the na-
tional bravery awardees 
to keep up the good work 
and continue to serve with 
pride and dignity.

Dimapur, Feb. 4 (EMN): The Lazami Social Welfare Di-
mapur Area (LSWDA), Dimapur has elected its new team 
of office bearers for the tenure 2018-20. 

The new team will be led by Pipito Tsuipu as president, 
Ghotovi Tenna Achumi as general secretary, Yevito Kappo 
as finance secretary with Vihoto Tsuipu as banker. 

The president and general secretary can be reached at 
9436403020 and 9436276880. 

Dimapur, Feb. 4 (EMN): Based on specific information 
about extortion activity, Dimapur Battalion under the 
aegis of HQ IGAR (North) along with police representa-
tive launched an operation at DC junction in Dimapur 
on Jan. 31. 

According to Pro Defence, during the operation, 
the team apprehended two NNC cadres along with 
incriminating documents pertaining to NSCN / GPRN, 
meeting notice of NNC/NPGN, office seals in the name 
of NPGN / NNC and note pads were found from his 
possession.

The arrested cadres were identified as ‘Kilonser’ 
Mar Longkumar (44), son of Alem of Ni Niu colony, 
Burma Camp, Dimapur and Moatumsu Jamir (52), Son 
of Lema Jamir of Mokokchung.

One Maruti 800 bearing registration no. NL 02 C 
1451 with key and INR 2320 were found from their 
possession, the press release stated.

The apprehended duo along with seized items was 
handed over to East Police Station Dimapur for further 
investigation.

Dimapur, Feb. 4 (EMN): Wokha Battalion of Assam 
Rifles on Feb. 4 during the checking at Doyang, inter-
cepted one Tata Sumo vehicle Regd No AS 03 AC 3654 
and seized IMFL worth 1.6 lakh, a press release from 
the authority on Sun. infromed.

In this connection, three persons identified as 
Benthungo Mozhui son of Tsenthungo Mozhui; James 
Lotha son of Peter Lotha; and Thunjayamo Lotha son 
of Pachung Lotha, all from Hayi Colony, Bhandari 
town, Wokha district were apprehended.

The accused along with IMFL were handed over to 
Doyang Police Station.

Dimapur, Feb. 4 (EMN): Dimapur battalion of the As-
sam Rifles intercepted one truck bearing registration 
no. AS 12E 6917 and seized 1250 cases of Indian Made 
Foreign Liquor (IMFL) from the possession of three 
persons on Jan. 31 from Kashiram Basti. 

 The three accused were identified as Anu Deb-
barma (27), son of Amulya Debbarma and resident of 
Dhalai in Tripura; Samir Debbarma (21), son of Am-
ulya Debbarma and resident of Dhalai in Tripura; and 
Ohika Yapto, son of Khesto and resident of Zunheboto. 

Assam Rifles press release stated that arrested per-
sons along with the recovered liquor worth INR 30 lac 
were handed over to West Police Station, Dimapur, for 
further investigation.

Dimapur, Feb. 4 (EMN): 
ATMA Aboi block had con-
ducted various trainings 
and demonstrations from 
Jan. 30 to Feb. 1. 

The resource persons 
were BTM Mhachamo 
Ngullie, ATM Maongkar T 
Changkiri, and ATM Ma-
rina Mollier. 

Training was conduct-
ed on management prac-
tices of potato, ridge gourd 
and solanaceous crops. 
Demonstration was done 
on piggery management, 
preparation of dishwash, 
cultivation of bitter gourd 
and maize. Kaiyan Konyak, 
farmers friend of Ngangch-
ing and Mohong was the 
guide. 

Altogether 40 members 
from SHGs and farmers 
attended the programme. 
Seeds and dishwash kits 
were also distributed.

In a related programme, 
ATMA Mon block also con-
ducted trainings and dem-
onstrations on Jan.31 and 
Feb. 1 at Longkei village 
and Leangnyu village re-
spectively. The resource 
persons were BTM Roseline 
Pusa, BTM Vimeno Zao, 
ATM Phyobeni Muzhui, 
ATM P Shampa, and ATM 

NEWS IN BRIEF

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 14.6 9.4 6.8 76 NIL

ZBT 12.6 6.7 10.7 91 NIL

MON 22 12.4 11.5 796 NIL

TUENSANG 15.2 11.2 6 66 NIL

MKG 13 7.2 4.4 48 NIL

PHEK 16.4 7 8.1 77 NIL

KIPHIRE 16.2 7 10.1 93 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 19 10 11 74 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 22.4 11.8 11.9 68 NIL

JALUKIE 32 13 12.4 89 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA - - - - NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Crime Beat 

A cultural troupe from St. Xavier College in Jalukie of Peren district pose for a group photograph  during the 
74th annual session of the Assam Sahitya Sabha in Bordumsa, a border town between Assam and Arunachal 
Pradesh. The cultural troupe, a special invitee through NEZCC, performed a Rongmei cultural dance.

The deputy commissioner  of Wokha Dr. Manazir Jillani Sammon, third right,  flags off NST buses that 
are to be used as part of a ‘clean election’ initiative in the district. The buses were flagged off outside 
the DC’s office in the presence of transport and district election staff.

A culture vivid

Clean election lorries 

Intending candidates informed to 
contact CP/SP for bodyguards  
Sr. Superintendent of Police (Crime), Nagaland has 
informed all intending candidates to the forthcoming 
assembly election who have not been provided with 
bodyguards to contact the concerned CP / SP of the 
district from which they will be contesting from so as 
to provide them with bodyguards. 

Rengma students’ to conduct  
1st union assembly
The Rengma Students’ Union (RSU) will be conducting 
its 1st union assembly for the tenure 2017-2019 at its 
office headquarter in Tseminyu on Feb. 10 at 10 a.m. 
All unit and sub-unit presidents, executives and seniors 
have been requested to attend the meeting positively.

2nd phase training for Zunheboto  
polling personnel
District Election Officer, Zunheboto, Tridibesh Roy 
has informed all polling personnel that the 2nd phase 
training for the forthcoming 13th Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly election has been scheduled on Feb. 12 
for presiding officers and 1st polling officers. For 2nd, 
3rd, and 4th polling per officers will be conducted on 
Feb. 14. All personnel in concern have been directed 
to attend the training positively. It has cautioned that 
stringent disciplinary action will be initiated against 
absentees.

Khriezelhou Seyie.
On Jan. 31, the partici-

pants were trained on soil 
erosion and conservation 
methods, management 
practices of solanaceous 
crops stressing on the com-
mon pests and diseases 
management. Demonstra-
tions were also done on 
cultivation of french beans 
and preparation of deter-

gent. 
A total number of 22 

trainees attended the pro-
gramme. Seeds of brinjal, 
chilli, french beans and 
detergent kits were given 
away at the end of the pro-
gramme.

On February 1, train-
ing was conducted on soil, 
plant, water and atmos-
phere relationship and 

management practices 
of bitter gourd whereas 
demonstrations were done 
on cultivation practices of 
okra and preparation of 
dishwash.

Altogether 20 partici-
pants from different SHGs 
attended the programme. 
Seeds of bitter gourd, okra 
and dishwash kits were dis-
tributed to the SHGs.
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(From left) Leaders of the FDLP including convenor of the FDLP’s media cell Ranjit Kumar Singhvi, and the party’s state president Lima Longchar 
(second from right) during the inauguration of the party’s office.  

EM Images

The security forces have informed that an underground activist 
of the NSCN (U) identified as one Jangnee Lukham, pictured, has   
been apprehended on Sat. Feb. 3.  

The governor of Odisha, SC Jamir, left, releasing a book stated to have been authored by local singer Arenla 
Subong, at the inaugural function of the 3rd Odisha Art and Literature Festival on Feb. 1 in Bhubaneshwar.  

A number of students, pictured, were part of a delegation from Nagaland to the Global Investors Summit 
in Guwahati.  

Forward Democratic Labour 
Party inaugurates office

Singer tunes into words with book

Students get to attend Global Investors’ Summit in Assam

NSCN (U) cadre apprehended in Arunachal Pradesh

Roads to be constructed for Bokajan

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Feb. 4: New 
political party the For-
ward Democratic Labour 
Party (FDLP), which was 
launched in Nagaland 
recently, inaugurated its 
Nagaland unit office at 

the Naga Shopping Ar-
cade in Dimapur on Sun. 
Feb. 4.

The party was 
launched with a manifes-
to assuring agriculture 
reforms, quality educa-
tion, free health services, 

labour law reforms and 
‘overall development in 
social services.’

The FDLP’s state of-
fice was inaugurated 
with Manvü Phom, 
youth pastor of the 
Signal Phom Baptist 

Church saying the dedi-
cation. The party’s state 
president Lima Long-
char, General Secretary 
Muthin Newmai and 
convenor of the media 
cell Ranjit Kumar Singh-
vi were also at the event.  

Dimapur, Feb. 4 (EMN): A 
self-styled “assistant po-
litical officer” of the NSCN 
(U) identified as one Jang-
nee Lukham has been ap-
prehended on Sat. Feb. 3 
in Arunachal Pradesh by 
security forces, updates on 
Sun. have informed. 

The PRO (defence) 
issued a press release 
informing that the un-
derground activist was 
apprehended by what was 
stated to be “Longding 
battalion.” He was caught 
following reports about 
an underground cadre try-
ing to terrorise and extort 
money in Longkhao vil-
lage.

‘The battalion swiftly 
launched an operation 
and apprehended Jangnee 
Lukham with a pistol, am-
munition (both AK47 and 
pistol), extortion notes 
and other incriminating 
evidence. Longding bat-
talion under the aegis of 

DAO division has been 
carrying out relentless 
operations in south Aru-
nachal Pradesh to keep the 
area peaceful and out of 
clutches of insurgents and 
this apprehension will go 
a long way in creating fear 
among the anti national 
elements in the area,’ the 
press release asserted.

The press release stated 
that the cadre has ‘admit-
ted to being active part of 
the banned outfit since 
2011 and to have been part 
of NSCN (K) from 2010 to 
2011.’ 

“The cadre has also un-
dergone training at NSCN 
training camp during this 
time. The cadre has been 
actively involved in extor-
tion and high value abduc-
tion cases in Longding and 
has been apprehended 
twice before in 2011 and 
2012 by the security forc-
es maintained the press 
note,” it added. 

NITI Aayog facilitator for implementing 
Act East Policy—Amitabh Kant

MP Udit Raj to visit Manipur; 
orgs. ready list of demands

Guwahati, Feb. 4 (PTI): NITI 
Aayog would act as a “fa-
cilitator and catalyst” for the 
north eastern states in imple-
menting the Centre’s Act East 
Policy, a top official of the 
government think-tank said 
today.

“We will provide full sup-
port in providing advocacy to 
the north eastern states in the 
implementation of the policy 
and the Aayog’s role will be 
primarily to act as a facillita-
tor and catalyst,” NITI Aayog 
CEO Amitabh Kant said.

He was speaking said at 
the plenary session on North 
East Indian Economic ties 
with ASEAN and BBN (Bhu-
tan, Bangladesh and Nepal) 

countries, on the second day 
of the Global Investors’ Sum-
mit here.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has categorically said 
that the north east would be 
at the centre of the Act East 
Policy, whose three key fea-
tures are connectivity, culture 
and commerce, Kant said.

Assam Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal is driv-
ing the PM’s Act East Policy 
and if the region progresses, 
“we will be able to lead a vast 
section of the population to-
wards prosperity”, the CEO 
said.

The Assam government 
was the first in the country 
to set up an Act East Depart-

ment, and the policy is key 
to the growth, progress and 
upliftment of people from 
poverty to prosperity, the of-
ficial said.

The north east is not just 
a gateway to South East Asia 
but is an extended corridor 
for growth, progress and 
prosperity, he said.

“Integration of the North 
East with East and South East 
Asia... will help in energising 
the region.” 

Connectivity is critical 
not only by road but also by 
air, railways and river trans-
port, which “we are actively 
trying to augment and en-
sure speedy completion”, he 
added.

Kakching, Feb. 4 (EMN): The 
national chairman of the All In-
dia Confederation of SC/ST Or-
ganisations, Dr. Udit Raj, will 
be visiting Manipur to address 
a public gathering and a semi-
nar in Kakching of Manipur on 
Feb. 24.

Dr. Udit Raj is also a Mem-
ber of Parliament from Delhi 
north west constituency. After 
taking voluntary retirement 
from the Indian Revenue 
Service, Raj has been fighting 
for the past 20 years for the 
welfare of Secheduled Caste 
/ Scheduled Tribe communi-
ties, a press release from the 
All India Confederation of SC/
ST Organisations (Manipur) 
stated on Sun. 

“We, the organizers would 
like to appeal to all community 
leaders, village heads, student 
bodies, church leaders, clubs 
to kindly support the upcom-
ing gathering and awareness 
program with a large number 
of participants so that Dr. Udit 
Raj will able to bring the fol-
lowing demands to the Gov-
ernment of India,” the press 

release stated. The demands 
are that the parliament enact 
the Reservation Bill; provide 
for reservation in private com-
panies; provide for reservation 
for promotion of SC/ST; hike 
scholarship; fill up backlog 
of SC / ST quotas; provide for 
reservation in higher judiciary; 
and make single caste certifi-
cate in one state valid in other 
states.

“The organizers will also 
submit a memorandum to the 
prime minister through Dr. 
Udit Raj on the issues and con-
cerns of welfare and any infra-
structure needs faced by the 
SC / ST communities in the 
state,” the press relese stated. 

The press release informed 
that the organisers of the event 
include the All India Confeder-
ation of SC / ST Organizations 
(Manipur); All India Christian 
Council (Manipur); Consum-
ers Welfare Union; Centre 
for Women and Girls (Teng-
noupal); Kakching Bazar Busi-
ness Welfare Association; and 
the Kakching Library & Infor-
mation Centre. 

Assam ready to ‘tweak’ investment policy for pharma industry
Guwahati, Feb. 4 (PTI): Assam 
government today said it is 
ready to tweak its investment 
policies to attract the pharma-
ceutical sector for setting up 
units in the state.

As there is no specific phar-
ma policy in Assam, the gov-
ernment is ready to tweak the 
existing norms to suit the in-
dustry players of the healthcare 
segment to come and invest in 
the state, state Finance Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma said 
at the ongoing Global Invest-

ment Summit here.
“We have a general invest-

ment policy. But some of your 
requirements may be different. 
Government of Assam is willing 
to customise the parameters 
for your requirements,” the 
minister said.

“We will facilitate and go 
whatever way to help you in-
vest in Assam. The government 
and political class here is help-
ful to you. We want investment. 
So we will go extra mile to have 
you in our state,” he said.

Sarma, who is also the 
Health Minister, said the gov-
ernment wants to transform 
the state and create jobs for the 
youths.

Health and Family Welfare 
Department Commissioner 
Samir Kumar Sinha said that 
Assam saw an investment of 
USD 142 million (over Rs 900 
crore) in the healthcare seg-
ment with the setting up of 
nine pharma units.

“The Assam government 
has been giving top priority to 

healthcare segment. The Budg-
et allocation for the health and 
family welfare of the state in 
2017-18 jumped by 17 per cent 
from 2016-17. This was one of 
the highest,” he added.

On this occasion, a Memo-
randum of Understanding was 
signed between Indian Insti-
tute of Technology-Guwahati 
and Kalam Institute of Health 
Technology to source innova-
tion from the Assam-based 
centre and auction them to the 
industry.

‘Getting environment clearance in Assam challenging’
Guwahati, Feb. 4 (PTI): Oil industry players 
today asked Assam government to do more 
in getting environmental clearances faster as 
it is a challenge in implementing projects in 
the state.

“Getting forest permission is the most 
formidable area in Assam. The Ministry of 
Environment and Forest is on the same page 
as Petroleum Ministry on this. The state gov-
ernment has to deal at its own level,” Director 
General of Hydrocarbons Atanu Chakraborty 
said.

Speaking at a session at ‘Advantage As-
sam - Global Investment Summit 2018’ here, 
he pointed out to the public perception that 
the oil industry is a pollution-causing one 
and said there are many environmentalists 
and activists, who talk about the damage to 
environment by exploration and production 
activities.

“This is a point not to put across to the 
people for creating a negative image. The 
state government’s help is needed in creat-
ing the correct awareness among the people,” 

Chakraborty said.
The problems of logistics and short work-

ing season were also underlined by the direc-
tor general.

Expressing similar views, Hindustan Oil 
Exploration Company (HOEC) Managing 
Director P Elango spoke about the need for a 
comprehensive policy in this regard.

Though the company which operates the 
Dirok gas field in Assam has received good 
support from the state government, but it 
wants clear guidelines on environmental 
clearance issues, Elango said. He pointed out 
that such rules are framed by states across the 
world and “is totally doable here also”.

Stating that the brief working season in 
Assam due to long monsoons is a major prob-
lem for developing logistics, Elango said his 
company had installed pre-fabricated struc-
tures at its Dirok plant.

“It has enabled us to ensure that the first 
gas from the plant was delivered within 27 
months of commencing the construction,” 
he added.

Dr. Numal Momin and KAAC member Mudhariya Dhekial Phukan. 

Diphu, Feb. 4 (EMN): Member 
of Assam Legislative Assembly 
for Bokajan Dr. Numal Momin 
dedicated a foundation stone 
for the construction of roads in 
Bokajan on Jan. 4, Sun.

The project is to construct-
ed the NH-39 to High Moun-
tain Junior College and from 

the ND Road to Nowghat via 
Tengahola. 

Dr. Momin said that the 
roads taken up for construc-
tion and improvement should 
be completed on time. Karbi 
Anglong was ruled by Congress 
for several years, but very little 
development is seen, he said. 

Dimapur, Feb. 4 (EMN): 
The singer of a local rock 
band in Nagaland, Abio-
genesis, has released a 
book. A press release from 
the band on Sun. informed 
that Arenla Subong, the 
group’s vocalist, had re-
leased a book in Odisha.

The book, ‘Wings Of 
Passion,’ was released by 
Dr. SC Jamir, governor 
of  Odisha, at the inau-
gural function of the 3rd 
Odisha Art and Literature 
Festival on Feb. 1 in Bhu-
baneshwar. 

The book is a compila-
tion of Subong’s four plays 
‘Lichaba’s daughter,’ ‘So-
journ of the Ahom Prince 
In Naga Hills,’ ‘Big Time 
Buddies’ and ‘Adapting to 
Change,’ the press release 
informed.   

The book has been 
published by Heritage 
Publishing. It is priced 
INR 300 and will be avail-
able at  select book stalls 
and online stores after the 
book’s launching ceremo-
ny in  Dimapur, the press 
release informed. 

In the evening, Arenla 
and Moa of Abiogenesis 

Dimapur, Feb. 4 (EMN): 
A number of students 
from St. Joseph’s College 
in Jakhama in Kohima are 
said to have attended the 
Global Investors Summit 
in Guwahati. The two day 
summit was inaugurated 
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi. 

According to updates 
on Sun. the college’s stu-
dents were  part of a del-
egation from Nagaland. 
The Nagaland delegation 
had 25 delegates. They 
included winners of what 
the updates called the 
‘first cut competition.’ 
They attended the event 
along with officials from 
local resource and capac-
ity-building group Youth-
Net and officials from 
the departments of In-
dustries, Tourism, Honey 
Mission, IT and Power; 
NEPED, NBRM and 
NBDA and Zynorique 
Initiative, the updates 
stated

The summit show-
cases the manufacturing 
sector and the opportu-
nity offered by the state of 
Assam in export-oriented 
manufacturing and serv-
ices to growing econo-
mies such as the Asean 

entertained the gathering, 
the press release stated. 

The Odisha Art & Lit-
erature Festival is said to 
be an endeavour to create 
a space  for Odia as well as 
“Indian and international 
thinkers, poets, writers, 

artistes, painters,  musi-
cologists, translators, lyri-
cists, singers, playwrights, 
stage directors, cine art-
ists and social  scientists 
for deliberations through 
panel discussions, inter-
views, readings, and per-

formances.” 
The event hosts  writ-

ers and artistes of all gen-
res from Odisha, India, 
and beyond ‘to create a 
sanguine atmosphere for 
cultural dissemination,’ 
the updates stated.

and BNN countries. 
“The students also 

shared that winning 
the competition helped 
boost their confidence 

and such opportunities 
must be given to more 
young people. They 
also met with Nickson 
Sharma, who works with 

NEDFI, NEDFI currently 
has a 100 cr. fund to boost 
entrepreneurship in the 
Northeast region,” the 
updates stated.
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Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh addresses a gathering during an assembly election campaign roadshow 
in Agartala, Tripura on Sunday.

Lotus to bloom in Tripura after 
assembly polls — Rajnath Singh 

Manipur security forces 
destroy poppy plantation 
worth INR 5.32 Crore

HPYA demands immediate cancellation of illegal 
appointments, stern action against PCCF and OSD

India aims to double foreign 
tourist arrivals in three years

Police arrest 
UKNA cadre 

Manipur Univ. VC appeal students’ 
to attend Indian Science Congress

Makel village wants recognition as ‘heritage village’ 

Assam gets investment proposals 
of nearly INR 70000 crore — CM 

Agartala, Feb. 4 (PTI): 
Union Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh today said “lo-
tus will bloom” in Tripura 
after the Assembly polls 
as the people of the state 
are “disenchanted” with 
the “corrupt” Left Front 
government.

Tripura is set go to 
polls on February 18 and 
the results will be de-
clared on March 3.

“Seeing the huge 
turnout at the party’s 
road show, ‘Vijay Sanka-
lapa Yatra’, this morning, 
I now have no doubt that 
the corrupt Left Front 
government will be root-
ed out in the Assembly 
polls,” he said at a public 
rally at Indranagar in the 
northern part of the state 
capital.

The home minister 
said he was surprised to 
find out that 66 per cent 
of the people live below 
poverty line in the state.

“Lotus blooms in 
mud. The CPI(M) gov-
ernment, with its scams 
and corrupt practices 
over the last 25 years, has 
created the ground for 
the blooming of lotus,” 
he said.

Earlier, Chhattisgarh, 
Jharkhand and Madhya 
Pradesh were referred 
to as “the weak and sick 
states of the country” 

but after the BJP came 
to power in these states, 
the problems have been 
taken care of, the Union 
minister claimed.

“Not a single minister 
has indulged in any cor-
rupt practice in the NDA 
governments under the 
leadership of Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee and Narendra 
Modi,” he said.

The Vajpayee-led gov-
ernment had formed the 
Ministry of Development 
of North Eastern Region 
(DoNER) for the welfare 
of the people, he noted.

Singh also criticised 
the Tripura government 

over the law and order 
situation in the state and 
promised to order a CBI 
probe into the killings of 
two journalists there if the 
BJP is voted to power.

Shantanu Bhowmick 
(28), a journalist of local 
TV channel ‘Din Rat’, and 
Sudip Datta Bhaumick 
(50) of ‘Syandan Patrika’, 
were killed in a span of 
two months in the second 
half of last year.

“The Manik Sarkar-
led government did not 
recommend a CBI in-
quiry into the killings of 
the two scribes here de-
spite pleas by journalist 

associations. The national 
average of conviction rate 
is 46, in Tripura it is 22,” 
he said.

The minister also said 
that the central govern-
ment maintains a cor-
dial relationship with its 
counterpart in Bangla-
desh and the bilateral ties 
have helped India contain 
insurgency in the state to 
a great extent.

The common people 
he“But as the home min-
ister of the country, I can 
say that if the BJP is voted 
to power there will be no 
violence. We will provide 
safety and security to all, 

including the supporters 
and the leaders of the 
CPI(M),” he added.

297 candidates in fray 
for Tripura assembly polls

Some 297 candidates, 
including 20 women, are 
in the fray for the Febru-
ary 18 Tripura Assembly 
polls, an official said here 
on Sunday.

Tripura Chief Elec-
toral Officer (CEO) Sriram 
Taranikanti said 320 can-
didates had submitted 
their nominations out of 
which candidatures of 13 
were cancelled.

Those who withdrew 
include Congress candi-
date Sukumar Chandra 
Das, former Tripura Chief 
Minister Samir Ranjan 
Barman and Tribal-based 
party Indigenous Nation-
alist Party of Tripura’s 
(INPT) Tarani Sadhan 
Jamatia.

Das, who had filed for 
Kakraban-Shalgarha as-
sembly seat on a Con-
gress ticket joined the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) on Saturday night.

Barman said he took 
the decision after requests 
by BJP state President 
Biplab Kumar Deb and 
Assam minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma, who is BJP’s 
election in-charge for 
Tripura.

The CEO said that in 

all 25,79,060 electorates, 
including 12,67,785 fe-
males, are eligible to cast 
their votes on February 18 
to elect a new 60-member 
assembly.

The ruling Commu-
nist Party of India-Marxist 
(CPI-M) has fielded 57 
candidates leaving one 
seat each to its Left Front 
partner Communist Party 
of India, Forward Bloc 
and Revolutionary Social-
ist Party.

The BJP is contest-
ing from 51 seats. It has 
left nine seats for its elec-
toral ally, the Indigenous 
People’s Front of Tripura 
(IPFT). Congress can-
didates have filed from 
59 constituencies. Trina-
mool Congress has nomi-
nated 24 candidates.

The Election Com-
mission has appointed 25 
general observers, eight 
police observers and 19 
expenditure observers to 
oversee the poll process 
in Tripura. Over 30,000 
civil officials would be 
engaged to conduct the 
single phase assembly 
elections.

Besides, the poll pan-
el, on the request of the 
state government, would 
deploy more than 30,000 
additional central para-
military forces before the 
elections.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb.4 (EMN): 
Continuing its drive 
against the illegal plan-
tation of poppy plants, 
a combined of security 
forces in association with 
the Narcotics and Affairs 
of Border (NAB) and Nar-
cotics Control Bureau 
(NCB) teams destroyed 
a large amount of poppy 
cultivated illegally in an 
area covering around 130 
acres in Manipur’s Chu-
rachandpur district on 
Saturday, reports from the 
hill district headquarters, 
65km south of Imphal 
said on Saturday.

The day’s drive was 
led by Additional SP(Ops) 
Binod Ranjan , Addition-
al SP (Law and Order) L 
Khongsai, SDPO Augus-
tine Khognsai, SDC/ San-
gaikot, Officer in charge 
Sangaikot, women police 
comprising of 100 per-
sonnel from Churach-
andpur  district police, 6 
from Narcotics and Af-
fairs of Border(NAB), 4 
from Narcotics Control 
Bureau(NCB),11 person-
nel of 25 Assam Rifles.

Two executive mag-
istrate of the district also 
accompanied the drive 
undertaken by the com-
bined security forces 
wherein poppy planted 
in an area of 130 acres in 

three regions- Monglian 
(62 acres), Salvaphai (60 
acres) and B Khomunn-
uam (8 acres) at two lo-
cations were destroyed, 
sources added.

Approximate amount 
of poppy plantation 
which was destroyed in 
the day’s drive is estimat-
ed around Rs. 5.32 Cr. 
according to NCB. 

The destruction drive 
will continue for the next 
few days, sources from 
Churachandpur district 
police said.

On February 1 poppy 
plantations worth Rs. 
3.5 cr. were destroyed at 
five different locations of 
Churachandpur district.

The widespread drive 
against drug abuse was 
taken up in the state in 
order to tackle the drug 
menace and punish the 
drug smugglers since the 
ten days.

The drive was initi-
ated after the state Chief 
Minister Nongthombam 
Biren expressed serious 
concern over the report 
of continuous seizing of 
narcotics drugs from vari-
ous parts of the state be-
sides apprehending the 
accused persons as well. 

The drive includes 
destruction of (illegal) 
poppy plantation in the 
remote areas of the state.

Diphu, Feb. 4 (EMN):  
Hills’ Progressive Youth 
Association (HPYA) a 
Karbi youth body has al-
leged that the Forest De-
partment under Karbi 
Anglong Autonomous 
Council (KAAC) has been 
involved in illegal job ap-
pointment in all III-grade 
and IV-grade during the 
year 2013-2017. 

This was informed 
in a press note issued 
by its president Enjoy 
Tisso and publicity sec-
retary Mindar Teron on 

Sat.  Feb. 3. 
The organisation 

stated ‘as per Right to In-
formation (RTI) letter re-
ceived from all divisions 
of forest department un-
der the KAAC division 
including East, West, For-
estation, Hamren, Sil-
viculture working plan, 
no advertisement for job 
vacancies were published 
in media, no written ex-
amination or interviews 
were conducted by the 
appointing authority for 
the stated posts which 

clearly proves that the ap-
pointments were illegal in 
nature’.

In this connection 
the organisation has de-
manded stringent action 
against Principal Chief 
Conservation of Forest 
(PCCF) Dr. Abhijit Rabha 
and Officer on Special 
Duty (OSD) B. Narzary for 
their involvement in the 
illegal job scam. 

HPYA called upon 
Karbi Anglong Autono-
mous Council (KAAC), 
Chief Executive Member 

(CEM) Tuliram Rong-
hang, who is the in charge 
of the forest department 
to take immediate can-
cellation of the recent 
appointment.

The organisation has 
further urged the KAAC 
to call for fresh inter-
view by publishing it in 
local newspaper dailies 
and through other me-
dia sources for the said 
posts to give justice to 
the genuinely qualified 
and eligible local candi-
dates.

Guwahati, Feb. 4 (PTI):  The Centre 
aims to double the number of foreign 
tourist arrivals (FTA) to 20 million in 
the next three years, Union Tourism 
Minister K J Alphons today said at an 
investment meet here.

“We have earned 27 billion US dol-
lars in the last financial year but we are 
not happy with these figures. 

We want the figures to increase 
dramatically,” Alphons said here 
during a session on tourism and 
wellness on the concluding day of 
Global Investors Summit-Advantage 
Assam.

He also urged the domestic tour-
ists to visit different parts of the coun-
try as “Indians must see India”.

“Last year, more than 23 million 
Indians went abroad and there is 
nothing wrong with that but at the 
same time, we must also adopt the 
policy of ‘Let’s see India’,” the minister 
said. The tourism ministry is commit-
ted to create an environment that is 
conducive for the visitors and appoint 
global ambassadors for promoting 
tourist circuits and sites, he said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
who has now emerged as an undis-
puted global leader, is committed to 

create a ‘New India’ and “the country 
today thinks, looks, sounds and acts 
differently”, Alphons added.

Referring to North East, the min-
ister said that there is no better and 
beautiful place in the world. 

“The entire North East has incred-
ible people with beautiful smiles, 
music, dances, textiles and cuisines. 
It has scenic places, wildlife among 
many more things,” he said.

Assam, and particularly Guwahati, 
is the ‘Gateway to North East’ and the 
Centre will develop all tourist facilities 
in the state, Alphons added.

Lauding the Centre’s initiative, 
Assam tourism minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma said the state has 
already formulated a new tourism 
policy and his ministry is ready to 
cater to the specific requirements of 
investors.

 “Our policy is dynamic and flex-
ible and we are ready to address 
specific cases as required. The state 
government will go an extra mile to 
promote tourism,” Sarma said.

There is no law and order prob-
lem in the state, and the people of 
Assam is, by tradition, very hospita-
ble, he added.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 4 (EMN): The 
Churachandpur district po-
lice apprehended one cadre 
of a new armed group United 
Kuki National Army( UKNA) 
identified as Nguljalen Haokip 
(37) son of Tonglam of S Mol-
dung along with a extortion 
letter at  Boljol villaģe in the 
district,police said on Sunday. 

The arrested cadre had 
reportedly given extortion 
letter of Rs 50 lac to Autono-
mous Development Council 
Churachandpur district two 
days ago, the source said. A 
complain has been registered 
at the Churachandpur police 
station for further investi-
gation. The arrested person 
also disclosed he printed the 
demand letter and served 
it through postal service, it 
added. 

The SP Rakesh Balwal of 
Churachandpur district police 
appealed to the public that all 
such cases of extortion de-
mands be reported to police 
without any hesitation.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 4 (EMN): Vice-Chan-
cellor Prof Adya Prasad Pandey 
of Manipur University on Sun-
day called upon the students and 
parents in the state to attend the 
Indian Science Congress to be held 
at Manipur University from March 
16-20 2018.

Stating that the upcoming Con-
gress which are being organised 
for the first time in Manipur, will 
prove to be a historical event, Prof 
Prasad said that scientists from all 
over India and other foreign coun-
try including some Noble prize 
winners will also participate in the 
congress.

Vice-Chancellor Prof Pandey 
was speaking at a reception pro-

gramme organised by National 
Youth Project (NYP) volunteers of 
Manipur in honour of Director Dr 
SN Subba Rao of NYP at Bal Vidya 
Mandir here at Palace compound 
in Imphal on Sunday.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
of India has also been invited to 
inaugurate the Indian Science Con-
gress, Prof Pandey added. Holding 
of such kind of conference shows 
that Manipur state is the peaceful 
state. Serious thinking and discus-
sion on scientific topic can also be 
held during the event.

He also added that Gandhiyan 
Social worker and Director Dr 
SN Subba Rao of National Youth 
Project has successfully stabilised 
the Peace in else while in Cham-

bal Valley of Uttar Pradesh and 
Madhya Pradesh, by his profound 
piece work along with Vinoba 
Bhave Ji.

In his speech during the recep-
tion Dr SN Subba Rao said that 
only peace can bring prosperity 
and we should believe in “Jai Jagat” 
(welfare of the world). Religion 
is not known by way of eating, 
style of clothes wearing etc but 
by means love and affection with 
each other, he added.

Earlier Dr Subba Rao was ac-
corded a warm welcome by vol-
unteers NYP, Bharat Jodo Yatra and 
other local dignitaries during the 
reception function which was at-
tended by senior citizen leaders and 
other students’ leaders.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb.4 (EMN): 
The villagers of Makhel, 
a historic village located 
in Manipur’s Senapati 
district bordering Naga-
land expressed their de-
sire about the adoption of 
their village as a Heritage 
village so that it can be-
come a cultural melting 
pot.

The villagers had ap-
proached the Manipur 
Tribal Affairs & Hills Min-
ister N Kayisii during his 
visit to the village located 
about 120 km north of 
Imphal on Saturday, re-
ports reaching here said.

According to the folk-
tale and mythology of 
Poumai Naga, Makhel is 
the dispersal site of the 
Nagas after coming from 
Indo-Myanmar area. 
Presently the village has a 
total population of about 
3000 spreading across 500 
households and Tadubi is 
nearest town in the dis-
trict.

Minister Kayisii was 
accorded a grand tradi-
tional welcome by the 
villagers, clad in tradi-
tional Mao attires dur-
ing the visit in the village 

Guwahati, Feb. 4 (PTI): 
The first-ever global in-
vestors summit in As-
sam has seen investment 
commitments to the tune 
of nearly Rs 70,000 crore 
in various sectors, includ-
ing petroleum, telecom, 
health and tourism, Chief 
Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal said today. “It is 
a very good beginning. 
The response of the inves-
tors are very exciting and 
encouraging. 

I believe the invest-
ment commitments will 
make Assam a better 
economy,” Sonowal told 
PTI here.

Nearly 200 initial pacts 
worth nearly Rs 70,000 
crore were signed at the 
Advantage Assam sum-
mit, he said.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi inaugurated the 
two-day event yesterday. 
Bhutanese PM Tshering 
Tobgay, several Union 
ministers, chief minis-
ters of neighbouring Aru-
nachal Pradesh and Ma-
nipur, ambassadors and 
high commissioners of 16 
countries, RIL chairman 
Mukesh Ambani, Tata 
Sons chairman N Chan-
drasekharan attended 

the meet.
The chief minister said 

oil major ONGC com-
mitted Rs 13,000 crore 
investment in the state, 
another oil PSU Oil India 
Ltd. pledged an invest-
ment of Rs 10,000 crore.

Indian Oil Corpora-
tion (IOC) and Numali-
garh Refinery Ltd plan-
ning to invest Rs 3,432 
crore and Rs 3,410 crore, 
respectively.

Among private play-
ers, RIL chairman and 
MD Mukesh Ambani has 
announced an invest-
ment of Rs 2,500 crore in 
Assam in various sectors, 
including retail, petro-
leum, telecom, tourism 
and sports, creating jobs 
for at least 80,000 people 
over the next three years.

The Tata Trusts will 
invest Rs 2,000 crore to 
implement a cancer care 
programme jointly with 
the Assam government 
in 17 centres across 15 
districts of the state from 
next year, the project 
will see an investment of 
around Rs 2,000 crore.

Indo-UK Institute of 
Health will be invest-
ing Rs 2,700 crore, while 
Century Ply has shared 

plans of investing Rs 
2,100 crore.

 Spicejet chief Ajay 
Singh has announced 
the plans of Rs 1,250 
crore investment in As-
sam through seaplanes to 
boost the tourism sector 
besides connecting La-
khimpur and Jorhat un-
der the recently launched 
central  government 
scheme ‘Udaan’.

Infinity Group will be 
investing Rs 1,000 crore 
in an IT park and real es-
tate project in Guwahati, 
the Medanta Group pro-
posed Rs 500 crore invest-
ment in the healthcare 
sector and Dalmia Bharat 
Cement announced an 
investment to the tune of 
Rs 1,100 crore.

Sonowal said the in-
vestments will provide 
ample employment op-
portunities to the youth 
of the state.

Media advisor to the 
chief minister, Hrishikesh 
Goswami, said tourism, 
which is one of the key 
focus areas of the govern-
ment, saw an investment 
proposal to the tune of Rs 
736 crore and infrastruc-
ture sector saw a total in-
vestment proposal worth 

Rs 2,347 crore. 
Other major com-

panies announcing in-
vestments in Assam are 
BPCL (Rs 350 crore), Essel 
Infraprojects (Rs 6,000 
crore), Star Cement (Rs 
2,100 crore), Infinity Info-
tech Parks (Rs 1,000 crore) 
and Mahindra Holidays 
and Resorts India (Rs 400 
crore).

The Assam govern-
ment has identified 12 
focus sectors for the sum-
mit, including agricul-
ture and food processing, 
handloom-textile-hand-
icrafts, logistics, river 
transport-port township, 
IT-ITeS, pharmaceuti-
cal-medical equipment, 
plastics-petrochemicals 
and power.

Assam has hosted 
its first global investors 
summit to showcase its 
manufacturing oppor-
tunities and geostrategic 
advantages to foreign and 
domestic investors.

The summit aimed 
at highlighting Assam’s 
geostrategic advantages 
and core competencies 
in different sectors along 
with the policy initiatives 
taken by the state govern-
ment.

wherein the ministerial team inspected 
the proposed site and monuments, 
reports said.

The Minister also interacted with 
the village elders deliberating on the 
prospects and feasibility of establishing 
a Heritage village. The villagers informed 
the Minister that Makhel village with its 
monuments, monoliths among others is 
an epitome of tribal culture. 

The villagers also apprised the Minis-
ter that adoption of Makhel as a Heritage 
village can become a cultural melting 
pot for Makhel and its surrounding vil-

lages.
Makhel village an important histori-

cal, ethnographic and cultural centre for 
the Mao community and other Naga 
communities/villages that dwell in and 
around Makhel and the surrounding 
areas have several historical and mytho-
logical monuments and relics that will 
be of interest to historians and cultural 
anthropologists.

Minister N Kayisii was accompanied 
by principal secretary L Lakher of Tribal 
Affairs & Hills and Director of Tribal Af-
fairs & Hills during the visit to Makhel.
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‘RBI shouldn’t hike rate for 
fear of Budget stoking inflation’

Investors could lap up Ulips 
to skirt LTCG tax – Report 

Central govt jobs 
go up 2.53 lakh 
in two years

RCom seeks withdrawal of Trai 
directive on subscriber refund

Mega healthcare 
scheme ‘game 
changer’, financing 
not a constraint – Niti 
Gauri Aayog

Apple rolls out 
‘Heart Survey’
San Francisco, Feb. 4 
(IANS): Apple has started 
sending out notifications to 
users of its Apple Watch an-
nouncing the commence-
ment of its “Heart Survey”, 
the media reported.

In November 2017, 
Apple had asked the users 
of its Apple Watch if they 
wanted to take part in a 
study called the “Apple 
Heart Survey” being con-
ducted by the technology 
giant in collaboration with 
Stanford Health. 

The project is designed 
to further ongoing efforts in 
the health sciences market, 
AppleInsider reported late 
on Saturday. 

Tapping on the notifica-
tion opens the Heart Study 
app after which the users 
will be directed to verify 
whether they are “comfort-
able” speaking and writing 
in English, and have not 
been diagnosed with atrial 
fibrillation or atrial flutter -- 
irregular heart rhythms. 

Once a user confirms 
that they meet these speci-
fied requirements, Apple 
sends out a pair of emails 
containing an informed 
consent document and in-
formation regarding HIPAA 
rights and regulations. 

The data from the sur-
vey will be used to develop 
new product technologies, 
the report said. 

“This study is part of 
the development of a new 
investigational device and 
certain Study Data will be 
used for US Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) sub-
mission to seek approval of 
the investigational device,” 
Apple said in a statement. 

Apple Watch has a 
specialised heart rate sen-
sor and a dedicated app 
to collect data that can be 
used to identify irregular 
heart rhythms. 

If a user displays 
abnormal heart activity, 
they receive a notification 
on their Apple Watch and 
iPhone, a free consulta-
tion with a study doctor 
and an electrocardiogram 
peripheral for additional 
monitoring.

New Delhi, Feb. 4 (IANS):  The 
RBI should refrain from raising 
interest rates owing to concerns 
about inflation being stoked by the 
pro-farm sector proposals of the 
budget 2018-19, industry chamber 
Assocham said on Sunday ahead of 
the central bank’s final bi-monthly 
monetary policy review of the fis-
cal slated for the next week.

Presenting the Union Budget 
for the next fiscal, Finance Min-
ister Arun Jaitley on Thursday 
announced that the Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) for notified 
kharif crops will be 1.5 times the 
input cost, and also stepped up 
total budgetary allocation for the 
sector for next fiscal by about 5 
per cent.

“The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) should not over-react to the 
high yield pressures of the bond 
market, along with the govern-
ment promising a substantial re-

vision in the MSP for farmers, and 
refrain from going in for any hike 
in the benchmark policy lending 
rates when the Monetary Policy 
Committee meets on February 7,” 
Assocham said in a press release.

Jaitley also made a significant 
announcement of fiscal slippage 
with implications for pushing 
inflation, revising upwards the 
government’s fiscal deficit target 
for 2017-18 to 3.5 per cent of the 
GDP, or the equivalent of INR 5.95 
lakh crore. The higher target came 
in place of the 3.2 per cent -- or NR 
5.46 lakh crore -- for the current 
fiscal announced earlier.

“Yes, some of the macro indica-
tors, including pegging of higher 
fiscal deficit of 3.3 per cent for FY’ 
2019 and 3.5 per cent of the GDP 
for the current fiscal, look difficult, 
but reaction of the bond market to 
the budget-related would ease out 
soon,” the Associated Chambers of 

Commerce and Industry of India 
(Assocham) said.

With the RBI maintaining sta-
tus quo on its key lending rate 
at 6 per cent over three previous 
policy reviews, citing concerns on 
the rising trajectory of inflation, 
Assocham said the concerns over 
MSP leading to increase in retail 
inflation were exaggerated for vari-
ous reasons.

“In the first place, effectively, 
there is no MSP for the vegetables 
at the ground level. As for the 
Operation Green for onion and 
potato, the entire institutional 
mechanism would have to be 
worked out by the NITI Aayog 
along with the states,” the industry 
body said.

“Same is the situation with 
regard to the MSP for several other 
agri commodities where the NITI 
Aayog and the states would bear 
in mind the farmers’ interest, 

while the institutional mechanism 
would surely strike a balance be-
tween remuneration to the grow-
ers as also the impact on the retail 
prices,” the statement added.

With the Bombay Stock Ex-
change plummeting 840 points the 
day after the budget announce-
ment, Assocham described it as 
“a healthy correction which was 
overdue” in the stock markets.

“It is time the RBI joined the in-
itiative by ensuring that the growth 
which seems visible, should be 
encouraged by at least not revising 
the interest rates upward, if at all 
the present macro situation does 
not favour any reduction,” the 
statement added.

The continuing rise in food and 
fuel prices pushed India’s annual 
retail inflation rate over the five 
per cent mark in December, to 
5.21 per cent, from 4.88 per cent in 
November.

New Delhi, Feb. 4 (PTI): An 
estimated 2.53 lakh central 
government jobs were gen-
erated in the last two years, 
reveals an examination of 
Union budget 2018-19.

According to the budg-
et documents, presented 
by Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley on Thursday, the 
estimated workforce of 
central government estab-
lishments will be 35.05 lakh 
as on March 1, 2018.

This is 2.53 lakh more 
than the head count of 
32.52 lakh in March 2016.

About 2.27 lakh jobs 
are estimated to have been 
added in central govern-
ment departments be-
tween 2016 and 2017.

An estimated 34.8 lakh 
people were working with 
central government de-
partments as on March 
1, 2017, the budget docu-
ments say.

Though the lion’s share 
of jobs has been added in 
police departments, the 
numbers have also gone up 
in various ministries and 
departments.

A reading of the budg-
et papers, which gives 
a sector-wise break-up, 
details how the numbers 
stack up.

The budget says, for 
instance, that the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Coop-
eration and Farmers’ Wel-
fare will add 1,944 jobs by 
March 1. Its actual strength 

in 2016 was 3,996.
Similarly, about 1,519 

new jobs are estimated to 
have been added by the 
Department of Animal 
Husbandry, Dairying and 
Fisheries between 2016 and 
March 2018.

The department’s esti-
mated strength on March 1 
will be 3,861 against 2,342 
in March 2016.

The Department of 
Atomic Energy is estimated 
to have added 6,279 jobs 
between March 1, 2018 and 
2016. Its actual strength on 
March 1, 2016 was 30,639 
and it is projected to be 
36,918 by next month, the 
documents say.

The Ministry of Civil 
Aviation had a strength of 
1,145 personnel in 2016 
and will add 1,197 jobs by 
March.

Similarly, 3,024 jobs will 
be added by Ministry of 
Culture by next month, 
against its strength of 7,675 
on March 1, 2016.

The Home Ministry 
(excluding police force, 
cabinet and police depart-
ments under it) will add 
5,836 more personnel to 
take its strength to 26,188 
by next month.

About one lakh more 
workforce is estimated to 
have been added in po-
lice departments under 
the home ministry to take 
the total head count to 
11,25,093 by March 2018.

New Delhi, Feb. 4 (PTI): Reliance Com-
munications has opposed the telecom 
regulator’s directive asking the company 
to refund unspent balance of mobile sub-
scribers, in the wake of discontinuation of 
its voice services. The Telecom Regulatory 
Authority of India (Trai) is, however, of the 
view that the demand on customer refunds 
is fully justified as it pertains to premature 
closure of services by an operator, and 
therefore, cannot not be equated with gen-
eral network port outs cases. A senior Trai 
official told PTI that since it is the case of a 
service provider closing services the “cus-
tomers must get their unspent balance”.

“The situation is not similar to general 
port out by a consumer, where consumer 
chooses the timing of porting out from one 
network to another network.

Here, a service provider has closed 
services and therefore protection of con-
sumer interest is a must” added the official 
who did not wish to be named.

Reliance Communications (RCom) 
declined to respond to an email query on 
the issue. However, sources familiar with 
the development said that the service 
provider has shot off a letter to Trai arguing 

against the regulator’s January 19 directive 
on refunds. In the letter, RCom has cited 
the Mobile Number Portablity Regulations 
2009 to highlight that the existing rules 
mention that the balance amount of talk-
time at the time of porting “shall lapse”, the 
source pointed out.

“We regret to say that we are unaware 
of the exact regulation under which a pro-
vision exists for refund of balance amount 
of talk time on a mobile number being 
ported out for any reason whatsoever ... we 
request authority to withdraw the direction 
... “ the source said quoting from RCom’s 
written representation to TRAI.

Meanwhile, RCom is preparing another 
follow up letter to Trai where it has further 
argued that there is no precedence of 
customer refunds being sought in several 
other cases of operators closing down serv-
ices in the Indian telecom market.

On January 19, the Trai had directed 
Reliance Communications (RCom) and 
Reliance Telecom (RTL) to refund the un-
used balance of their prepaid customers 
and security deposits of their post-paid 
subscribers and report compliance in the 
coming weeks.

Mumbai, Feb. 4 (PTI): 
With the Budget spook-
ing the market sentiment 
with the 10 percent long-
term capital gains tax on 
equities gains, American 
brokerage Morgan Stanley 
has opined that life in-
surance products, par-
ticularly Ulips could be 
relatively attractive from 
a medium-to long-term. 

The Dalal Street has 
been bleeding in since the 
Budget announcement, 
after the finance minister 
sought to reintroduce the 
long-term capital gains 
(LTCG) tax on equity in-
vestments at 10 per cent 
on profits in excess of Rs 
1 lakh. 

It also has slapped a 
10 per cent distribution 
tax on long-term capital 
gains from equity mutual 
funds. That apart there is 
also a dividend distribu-

tion tax at the hands of the 
receiver. 

While on the day of 
the Budget, the market 
was on see- saw ride and 
closed marginally down, 
the next day (on Friday), 
it saw the worst plunge 
since November 2014 with 
a massive 2.3 per cent 
drop. 

“We believe against 
the given backdrop, life 
i n s u r a n c e  p r o d u c t s , 
particularly Ulips (unit-
linked insurance plans) 
could appear relatively at-
tractive from a medium- 
to long-term perspective,” 
Morgan Stanley said in a 
weekend note. 

“Taxation of insurance 
products is governed by 
section 10d (of Income 
Tax Act), where the in-
come is tax-free in the 
hand of the investor at the 
time of withdrawal. 

New Delhi, Feb. 4 (PTI): 
Brushing aside criticism 
of the newly announced 
mega healthcare scheme, 
Niti Aayog Vice- Chairman 
Rajiv Kumar has said it is a 
“game changer” and rev-
enue from the 1 per cent 
additional cess would be 
enough to meet the fund-
ing needs.

Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley in his budget for 
2018-19 announced the 
National Health Protec-
tion Scheme (NHPS) an-
nounced to provide health 
insurance cover of Rs 5 
lakh to over 10 crore poor 
and vulnerable families.

“This scheme is game 
changer,” Kumar told PTI 
as he regretted that “a 
completely baseless and 
false propaganda” is being 
spread against the ambi-
tious scheme of the Modi 
government.

Former Finance Min-
ister and senior Congress 
leader P Chidambaram has 
termed the proposal as “a 
jumla” with no money pro-
vided in the budget for it.

On funding of  the 
scheme envisaging to cov-
er about 50 crore people, 
the Niti Aayog vice-chair-
man said the allocation for 
the health sector has been 
raised by Rs 6,000 crore.

Moreover, there is an 
existing facility of Rs 2,000 
crore for the ongoing RSBY 
scheme.

The government has 
provided further financial 
space to the health min-
istry by establishing an al-
ternate mechanism High-
er Education Financing 
Agency (HEFA) for funding 
capex needs of the health 
education project.

And in addition, the 
one per cent extra edu-
cation and health cess 
proposed by Jaitley in the 

budget will annually yield 
Rs 11,000 crore. All these 
combined would be more 
than adequate to meet the 
financing needs of welfare 
programme.

The Centre and the 
state governments, Kumar 
added, will only have to 
bear the insurance pre-
mium which was likely to 
be very moderate. It will 
benefit from bulk procure-
ment and competition.

“ L i k e  a l l  c e n t r a l 
schemes it will have 60-
40 ratio. Those states 
which want to join join the 
scheme will contribute 40 
per cent. North East states 
will pay 10 per cent,” he 
added.

Many experts have 
questioned the ability of 
the government to fund 
such as ambitious scheme 
and also the availability of 
infrastructure to provide 
medical facilities for a large 
number of people across 
the country.

On the infrastructure 
for health services pro-
viders, Kumar said the 
scheme will encourage 
private sector enterprises 
that will come up rapidly. 

”The bottom line is 
that financial resources 
will not be allowed to be 
a constraint on this game 
changing scheme,” he in-
sisted.

According to senior 
Niti Aayog officials, the 
mega healthcare scheme 
will cost up to Rs 12,000 
crore annually and it is 
likely to be launched either 
on August 15 or October 2.

All poor people identi-
fied by the Socio Economic 
and Caste Census 2011 will 
be eligible for the scheme.

It will be linked to Aad-
haar but will not be a man-
datory condition for avail-
ing the benefit.

NEWS IN BRIEF

IN THE GUAHATI HIGH COURT
(THE HIGH COURT OF ASSAM: NAGALAND: MIZORAM AND ARUNACHAL PRADESH)

KOHIMA BENCH
(CIVIL WRIT JURISDICTION)

W.P.(C) No. 14 (K)/2018
Toliho Yeptho……..……..Petitioner

-vrs-
The State of Nagaland and 50 Ors.………..Respondents

To, 
1. Shri N. Imsuba, Longkhim ICDS project. (Rspdt-4)
2. Shri Namzurangbe Meru, Jalukie ICDS project, Peren. (Rspdt-5)
3. Shri T. Shanyu Phom, Longleng ICDS project. (Rspdt-6)
4. Shri Hekugha, Suruhuto ICDS Project, Zunheboto. (Rspdt-7)
5. Shri Sukhavi Yeptho, Tening ICDS project, Peren. (Rspdt-8
6. Smti. Mhayani Ngullie, Chukitong ICDS project. (Rspdt-9
7. Smti. Sentimenla Asung, Akuluto ICDS project, Zunheboto. 

(Rspdt-10
8. Shri Ruben Venuh, Chizami ICDS project, Phek. (Rspdt-11)
9. Shri Thungyamo Shitiri, Supervisor, Wokha ICDS project. 

(Rspdt-12)
10. Shri Kuthophuyi, ICDS project, Dimapur(U). (Rspdt-13)
11. Shri Vethevoyi Chuzho, Phek ICDS project(Rspdt.-14)
12. Shri Atsupao, Chizami ICDS project. (Rspdt-15)
13. Shri Kesiaga, Athibung ICDS project, Peren. (Rspdt-16)
14. Shri Muluta Thuluo, Pfutsero ICDS project. (Rspdt-17)
15. Shri Apong Longchar, Dhansiripar ICDS project, Dimapur. 

(Rspdt-18)
16. Smti. Sedevino Nakhro, Kubolong ICDS project. (Rspdt-19)
17. Shri Shongwang Konyak, Phomching ICDS project, Mon. 

(Rspdt-20)
18. Smti. Phoebe Tetseo, Pfutrero ICDS project. (Rspdt-21)
19. Shri. Khriesakevi Veswento, Dhansiripar ICDS project, Dimapur. 

(Rspdt-22)
20. Smti. Temsumongla, ICDS project, Dimapur(R). (Rspdt-23)
21. Shri Mathung C. Odyuo, Wokha ICDS project. (Rspdt-24)
22. Smti. Kenangonu Kirha, Jakhama ICDS project, Kohima. 

(Rspdt-25)
23. Shri Sheo Medeo, Chozuba ICDS project, Phek. (Rspdt-26)
24. Smti. Hekali Yepthomi, Dimapur(R) ICDS project. (Rspdt-27)
25. Shri Stephen K. Shohe, Dimapur(U) ICDS project. (Rspdt-28)
26. Shri Vinoto Tuccu, Satakha ICDS project, Zunheboto. (Rspdt-29)
27. Smti. Thejotsulu Tetseo, Akuluto ICDS project, Zunheboto. 

(Rspdt-30)
28. Smti. Lhorele Mekro, Tseminyu ICDS project. (Rspdt-31)
29. Smti. Deithovinou Lhoushe, Mon ICDS project. (Rspdt-32)
30. Shri Nka Chishi, Bhandari ICDS project, Wokha. (Rspdt-33)
31. Shri Neitseile Nakhro, Jalukie ICDS project, Peren. (Rspdt-34)
32. Shri Pioka K Shohe, Satoi ICDS project, Zunheboto. (Rspdt-35)
33. Smti. Hoholi Wotsa, ICDS project, Dimapur(R). (Rspdt-36)
34. Smti. Kevisonei-i, Kohima (U) ICDS project. (Rspdt-37)
35. Smti. Vijiro, Meluri ICDS project, Phek. (Rspdt-38)
36. Shri Mhalelie Mere, Chare ICDS project, Tuensang. (Rspdt-39)
37. Shri N. Chumbemo Jungio, Chukitong ICDS project. (Rspdt-40)
38. Shri Sedevizo Zatsu, Tokiye ICDS project, Zunheboto. 

(Rspdt-41)
39. Smti. Zavino Tase, Longchem ICDS project. (Rspdt-42)
40. Shri Kheto K. Sumi, Asuto ICDS project, Zunheboto. (Rspdt-43)
41. Shri Iketetlung Nsong ICDS project, Peren. (Rspdt-44)
42. Smti. Pulotoli, Suruhuto ICDS project, Zunheboto. (Rspdt-45)
43. Smti. Nyumung K. Phom, ICDS project, Longleng. (Rspdt-46) 
44. Smti. Lirichemla, Peren ICDS project. (Rspdt-47)
45. Shri Chingkap Konyak, Tobu ICDS project, Tuensang. 

(Rspdt-48)
46. Shri. Ghukiye Kinimi, Changtongya ICDS project, Mokokchung. 

(Rspdt-49)
47. Shri Nokching Chollen, Jalukie ICDS project, Peren. (Rspdt-50)
48. Smti. Totoli, Aboi ICDS project, Mon. (Rspdt-51)
NOTICE UNDER ORDER V, RULE 20, CPC.

Please, take Notice that the above mentioned case W.P.(C) 
No.14 (K)/2018 has been filed by the above named petitioner in the 
Guahati High Court  Kohima Bench, wherein you have been im-
pleaded as Respondents (Respondents No. 4-51 are all Supervisors 
under ICDS Project).

That the Hon’ble High Court by order dated 02.02.18 has di-
rected for Substitute Notice through local dailies and fixed the matter 
after four weeks for entering of appearance. That if no appearance is 
made on your behalf, by yourself, your advocate, or by someone by 
law authorised to act on your behalf on the day fixed for appearance, 
the matter shall be taken up and decided exparte in your absence.

Signed and sealed by order of the Court on this the   2nd day of 
February, 2018.
This Rule is made returnable by: Deputy Registrar (Judicial)

Guahati High Court Kohima Bench

K-
15
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CONTACT NO.
7005638001- Ketho Seyie

K-
15
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IN GRATITUDE
Children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
of Late P. Temjensoba Ao, who departed on 30th 
January 2018, take this opportunity to extend our 
humble gratefulness to all who stood by us throughout 
this time of bereavement. Words are inadequate to 
express our sincere gratitude to each and every person 
who stood by the family during his lifetime and his 
last journey from Chumukedima, Mokokchung upto 
Mongchen. Your unwavering support in the form of 
constant prayers, material and physical help will be 
upheld in our prayers to the Almighty – Our Creator 
and Sustainer.
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India’s Prevailing 
Divide Must End

S
ocial-caste divide is nothing new in India. Since 
time immemorial, this divide is in practice in 
the country. Often our leaders have vowed to 
end this divide. But every time this divide has 

emerged more strongly. Who is to blame for this pre-
vailing divide? Obviously the political parties and the 
caste based organisations are to be blamed as for their 
own interest they either openly or clandestinely sup-
porting this practice. Congress, Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), Samajwadi Party 
(SP), Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD), Lok Janashakti Party 
(LJP), everyone is equally responsible for this menace. 
As a result, even in the 21st century, caste clashes are 
regularly taking place in India. It’s a national shame. 
But leaders like Narendra Modi, Rahul Gandhi, Maya-
wati, Mulayam Singh Yadav, Lallu Prasad Yadav or 
Ram Bilas Paswan are not at all bothered over violence 
in the name of caste. Rather, they are doing everything 
possible to keep it going for narrow political gains. No 
one is an exception. All are looking at this problem 
through their respective political prisms.

How deadly the caste divide can be was recently 
proved at Bhima-Koregaon in Maharashtra. In re-
membrance of the victory against Peshwa Raj through 
Anglo-Maratha war, every year the Dalits celebrate the 
first day of English calendar year as Vijay Divas (Vic-
tory Day). For the last 200 years this practice went 
on without any tension between the Dalits and oth-
ers. But suddenly this year, which happened to be the 
bi-centenary year of the war, there were tensions be-
tween the two communities living in the area, namely 
the Dalits and the Marathas. The reason behind the 
tension was not the celebrations of victory, but the 
fact that for last couple of years, the Marathas have 
been demanding reservation. But the rulers did not 
pay any heed to their demands. So the aggrieved Mar-
athas were looking for an opportunity to vent their an-
ger. It has been widely reported that two prominent 
religious gurus in the locality instigated the Marathas 
to take on the Dalits. The Dalits who are already in the 
reserved category, decided to celebrate the bi-cen-
tenary year with much more fun fare than previous 
years. The administration was aware of the prevailing 
tensions. But quite strangely it decided not to act. It 
is simply because of its inaction that one youth died 
and properties worth crores of rupees were destroyed. 
The trouble which started from Bhima-Koregaon in 
no time engulfed the entire State of Maharashtra. Only 
after that the administration acted and the political 
parties started to fish in troubled water.

This is not only the story of Bhima-Koregaon, but 
also the reality in the country. Be it at Saharanpur in 
Uttar Pradesh or Una in Gujarat or in other places of 
the country caste clashes were organised to reap po-
litical dividends. This is not merely an allegation, but a 
fact. Otherwise, why the two religious gurus named in 
the FIR for instigating violence in Bhima-Koregaon are 
still moving freely? Why the persons behind the Saha-
ranpur violence are yet to be arrested? No one is will-
ing to believe the police version that the persons are 
absconding. Rather, it strengthens the belief that the 
caste clashes were orchestrated as parts of a sinister 
design to destroy the social fabric of the country. But 
the perpetrators should keep this in mind that people 
of India will never allow this conspiracy to achieve de-
sired results. Sooner or later the people of the country 
will foil this conspiracy.

God speaks through His Word when we 
take time to listen.

I’m hard of hearing—“deaf in one ear and can’t hear out 
of the other,” as my father used to say. So I wear a set of 
hearing aids.

Most of the time the devices work well, except in en-
vironments where there’s a lot of surrounding noise. In 
those settings, my hearing aids pick up every voice in the 
room and I cannot hear the person in front of me.

So it is with our culture: a cacophony of sounds can 
drown out God’s quiet voice. “Where shall the Word be 
found, where will the Word resound?” poet T.S. Eliot asks. 
“Not here, there is not enough silence.”

Fortunately, my hearing aids have a setting that cuts 
out the surrounding sounds and enables me to hear only 
the voices I want to hear. In the same way, despite the 
voices around us, if we quiet our souls and listen, we will 
hear God’s “still small voice” (1 Kings 19:11–12 nkjv).

He speaks to us every day, summoning us in our rest-
lessness and our longing. He calls to us in our deepest 
sorrow and in the incompleteness and dissatisfaction of 
our greatest joys.

But primarily God speaks to us in His Word (1 Thes-
salonians 2:13). As you pick up His book and read it, you 
too will hear His voice. He loves you more than you can 
ever know, and He wants you to hear what He has to say.

Dear Lord, thank You for giving us Your Word. Help me 
to listen to Your voice as I spend time alone with You.

DAILY PATH

S
everal common chronic diseases including hy-
pertention, heart disease and diabetes, togeth-
er account for more than a fifth of new cancer 
cases and more than a third of cancer deaths, 

finds a study.
Chronic diseases were responsible for 71 per cent 

of deaths globally in 2015, primarily from cancer, car-
diovascular disease, diabetes, chronic kidney disease, 
and respiratory disease, according to the Global Bur-
den of Disease Study 2015, published in the Lancet. 

The study found that cardiovascular disease mark-
ers, diabetes, chronic kidney disease markers, pulmo-
nary disease, and gouty arthritis marker were individu-
ally associated with risk of developing cancer or cancer 
death.

High chronic disease risk scores were also associ-
ated with substantial reduction in life span. The high-
est scores were associated with 13.3 years of life lost in 
men and 15.9 years of life lost in women.

They also found that physical activity was associ-
ated with a nearly 40 per cent reduction in the ex-
cess risks of cancer and cancer death associated with 
chronic diseases and markers.

Besides, chronic diseases, lifestyle factors like 
smoking, insufficient physical activity, insufficient 
fruit and vegetable intake, alcohol consumption, 
also lead to cancer, said the researchers led by 
Xifeng Wu, Professor at the University of Texas in 
Houston, US. 

According to the study, published in the journal 

BJM, chronic diseases are not targetted in the current 
cancer prevention strategies.

Studies have shown that certain chronic diseases 
may predispose to cancer, but these studies generally 
assessed chronic diseases or disease markers individu-
ally.

Yet chronic diseases tend to be clustered together, 
so there is a need to understand more about their joint 
impact on cancer risk, the researchers mentioned.

For the study, the team included 405,878 men and 
women with no history of cancer.

They investigated the combined effect of eight 
common chronic diseases or disease markers on can-
cer risk compared with lifestyle factors.

Source: IANS

I
n a first, researchers from Britain 
displayed how surgeons can use 
Microsoft’s Augmented Reality (AR) 
headset HoloLens while operating 

on patients undergoing reconstructive 
lower limb surgery.

The team at Imperial College Lon-
don at St Mary’s Hospital used the tech-
nology to overlay images of CT scans 
-- including the position of bones and 
key blood vessels -- onto each patient’s 
leg, in effect enabling the surgeon to ‘see 
through’ the limb during surgery.

HoloLens is a self-contained com-
puter headset that immerses the wearer 
in ‘mixed reality’, enabling them to in-
teract with ‘holograms’ -- computer-
generated objects made visible through 
the visor.

According to the team trialling the 
technology, the approach can help sur-
geons locate and reconnect key blood 
vessels during reconstructive surgery, 
which could improve outcomes for pa-
tients.

“We are one of the first groups in the 

world to use the HoloLens successfully 
in the operating theatre,” said Philip 
Pratt, lead author of the study published 
in European Radiology Experimental. 

“Through this initial series of patient 
cases we have shown that the technol-
ogy is practical, and that it can provide 
a benefit to the surgical team,” Pratt 
added.

He explained that with the Holo-
Lens, surgeons look at the leg and es-
sentially see inside of it. They see the 
bones, the course of the blood vessels 

and can identify exactly where the tar-
gets are located.

“Augmented reality offers a new way 
to find these blood vessels under the 
skin accurately and quickly by overlay-
ing scan images onto the patient during 
the operation,” said Pratt.

He said that in future, they hope to 
automate the process further by using 
software to improve the alignment and 
attach markers to the patient when they 
have the scan.

Source: IANS

Want your partner to be fit? 
You can be a source of mo-
tivation for them as a new 

research suggests that people who 
make an effort to lose weight aren’t 
just helping themselves, they may 
be helping others too.

The findings of the study 
showed that when one member of 
a couple commits to losing weight, 
the chances were good the other 
partner would lose some weight too, 
even if they were not actively partic-
ipating in a weight loss intervention.

“When one person changes 
their behaviour, the people around 
them change,” said the lead author 
of the study, Amy Gorin, Professor 
at the University of Connecticut in 
the US.

The study also found that the 
rate at which couples lose weight is 
interlinked.

For the study, published in the 
journal Obesity, researchers tracked 
the weight loss progress of 130 cou-
ples over six months. They recorded 
objective measurements of partici-

pants’ weight and examined couples’ 
weight loss trajectories over time.

The couples were divided into 
two groups. In one group, one 
member of the couple was enrolled 
in a structured six-month weight 
loss program that provided in-per-
son counselling and online tools to 
assist with weight loss. 

In the second group, one mem-
ber of the couple received a four-
page handout with information on 
healthy eating, exercise, and weight 
control strategies.

Contact with those individuals 
stopped with the handout.

The results showed that the un-
treated partners of both, those who 
tried losing weight on their own 
and those who participated in the 
structured program also, exhibited 
weight loss at three and six months.

The findings could add a new di-
mension to national guided weight 
loss programs that have tradition-
ally targeted individuals seeking a 
healthier lifestyle, the researcher 
said.           Source: IANS

Chronic Diseases Raise Cancer, Mortality Risk

Surgeons ‘See Through’ Tissue Using AR Headset

R
esearchers, including an Indian, 
carried out a study using equip-
ment to read the minds of partici-
pants and find out what song they 

were listening to by decoding the signals 
sent by their brains to the machine.

The team of researchers from Brazil, In-
dia, Germany and Finland conducted the 
study at Brazil’s D’Or Institute for Research 
and Education and used a Magnetic Reso-
nance (MR) machine to read participants’ 
minds which displayed 85 per cent success.

The study, published in the journal Sci-
entific Reports, contributed to the improve-
ment of the technique and paved the way for 
new research on reconstruction of auditory 
imagination and inner speech. 

In the experiment, six volunteers heard 
40 pieces of classical music, rock, pop, jazz 
and others. 

The neural fingerprint of each song on 
participants’ brain was captured by the MR 
machine while a computer was learning to 
identify the brain patterns elicited by each 
musical piece. 

Musical features such as tonality, dy-
namics, rhythm and timbre were taken into 
account by the computer.

The computer showed up to 85 per cent 
accuracy in identifying the correct song -- a 
great performance when compared with the 
previous studies.

In the future, studies on brain decod-
ing and machine learning will create possi-
bilities of communication regardless of any 
kind of written or spoken language. 

“Machines will be able to translate our mu-
sical thoughts into songs,” said Sebastian Hoe-
fle from D’Or Institute and Ph.D student from 
the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

In the future, Hoefle expects to find an-
swers for questions like “what musical fea-
tures make some people love a song while 
others don’t? Is our brain adapted to prefer a 
specific kind of music”?

In the clinical domain, this technology 
could be used to enhance brain-computer 
interfaces in order to establish communica-
tion with locked-in syndrome patients.

Source: IANS

Researchers Show Mind-Reading 
Equipment Nearing Reality

If You Lose Weight, Your Spouse Might Too

The City of Stalin That Defied and 
Defeated the Nazis — Myths and Realities

Vikas Datta | IANS

W
hen we happen to recall 
the Second World War’s 
notable battles, the em-
phasis is more on those 

fought by the Western Allies -- Dun-
kirk, Pearl Harbor, El Alamein, Midway 
Island, D-Day landings and Arnhem, 
et al, given the large amount of books 
and films they have inspired. The East-
ern Front rarely gets the same atten-
tion, though having equally significant 
clashes -- especially the one by the 
Volga in southern Russia.

A couple of days ago (February 2) 
marked the 75th anniversary of the 
end of the largest (over two million sol-
diers from six nations), most bloodiest 
(up to two million killed, wounded and 
captured) and a major turning point of 
World War II.

The over-five-month-long Battle 
of Stalingrad, which marked the high 
point of Nazi Germany’s eastern ad-
vance, has become synonymous with 
urban warfare at its fiercest as well as a 
microcosm of war’s mix of bravery and 
cowardice, brutality and resilience, 
and ambition and tenacity. 

And it has its fair share of cultural 
depictions: In books and films, but also 
music (from classical to heavy metal), 
poetry and video games, as well as 
recollections of participants as well as 
analyses, both general and scholarly. 
How authentic are they? But before we 
take a look at them, let’s get a brief idea 
of what led to the battle itself and its 
broad contours.

Nazi Germany attacked the Soviet 
Union in the summer of 1941, and 
despite occupying large swathes of 
the country, failed to capture key ob-
jectives like Leningrad or Moscow or 
comprehensively defeat the Red Army. 
In June the next year, its Army Group 
South began “Case Blue” to take east 
Ukraine and the Caucasian oilfields. 
Split into Groups A and B, respectively, 

to take the Caucasus and defend their 
flank near Stalingrad, the latter reached 
Stalingrad’s outskirts on August 23 and 
were ordered to capture it. Thus began 
the battle in the city, from which the 
Soviets had removed all food stocks 
and equipment possible but forbidden 
civilian residents to leave.

The fighting continued for the 
next five months and 10 days, street 
by street, and house by house, before 
the Germans, forbidden by Hitler to re-
treat, shrank into smaller and smaller 
areas, cut off from each other. The piti-
ful remnants, led by newly-promoted 
Field Marshal Friedrich Paulus, even-
tually surrendered on February 2, 1943.

If we rule out the huge amount of 
Russian and German works, and keep 
to English, the battle figures in any 
standard, overall history of WWII but 
the conflict’s huge canvas precludes 
much detail. Those devoted to the 
Eastern Front like Russian-born British 
journalist Alexander Werth’s “Russia At 
War, 1941-1945” (1964) give it better 

play. 
Werth, who covered the war from 

Moscow and was among the first 
Western journalists allowed to visit 
Stalingrad after the battle, also gave a 
stark, unsettling picture in “The Year of 
Stalingrad: An Historical Record and a 
Study of Russian Mentality, Methods 
and Policies” (1946).

More Western interest was evoked 
after the publication of twice Hero of 
Soviet Union Marshal Vasili Chuikov’s 
translated memoirs -- “The Beginning 
of the Road: The Story of the Battle for 
Stalingrad” (1963). Chuikov, who had 
commanded the 62nd Army in the 
battle and was present in the city itself, 
played a key role with his several inno-
vative tactics like “hugging the enemy”, 
where Soviet soldiers kept in close 
proximity to the Germans to minimise 
their superior weaponry and air power.

While there is also the military 
study “Velikaia Bitva na Volge (The 
great victory on the Volga)” by Marshal 
K.K. Rokossovsky, who served as com-

mander of the Don Front, it was Chu-
ikov’s memoirs that would influence 
the next books on Stalingrad.

An early one was William Craig’s 
“Enemy at the Gates: The Battle for Sta-
lingrad” (1973) -- from which the three 
pages about the duel between famed 
Russian sniper Vassili Zaitsev and an 
unnamed German opponent formed 
the basis, with considerable artistic li-
cense, of the Jude Law film “Enemy at 
the Gates” (2001). Then there is British 
historian Anthony Beevor’s magiste-
rial strategic and social account “Sta-
lingrad” (1998) and Geoffrey Roberts’ 
“Victory at Stalingrad: The Battle that 
Changed History” (2002). 

Michael K. Jones, whose “Stalin-
grad: How the Red Army Survived the 
German Onslaught” (2007), however, 
purports to offer a new perspective, 
drawing extensively from newly-re-
leased archival material and inter-
views with survivors and their families. 
American military historian David M. 
Glantz, who has a spate of specialised 
books on the Soviet experience and 
operational art, contends that the ear-
lier books suffer from over-reliance on 
Chuikov’s memoirs, which were in-
tended to be “propagandist”, inflating 
German strength and focussing more 
on “pure” Russian formations among 
others.

On the other hand, if you prefer fic-
tion, the best is Red Army journalist 
and author Vasily Grossman’s “Life and 
Fate”, his German counterpart Heinz 
G. Konsalik’s “Doctor of Stalingrad” or 
even Canadian author John Wilson’s 
“Four Steps to Death” (2005). 

But whatever you read, fiction or 
non-fiction, German, Russian or other, 
the basic message is the same: War is 
Hell. And if this percolates into our 
minds, Stalingrad’s significance is as-
sured.

(Vikas Datta is an Associate Editor 
at IANS. The views expressed are 
personal. He can be contacted at 

vikas.d@ians.in)

BIBLE READ:   JOHN 10:25–30
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

My sheep hear My voice, and I know them,  
and they follow Me.  
~  John 10:27 nkjv

Iconic images of the Battle of Stalingrad during World War II.

Listening to His Voice
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): The effect from 
the planetary aspects will bring an end to any 
lethargy you’ve been feeling, Aries. It’s an ex-
cellent day to get up and head into the open 

to do something active. Walking, running, or going on 
a hike can make great use of both your energy and cre-
ativity. Fresh air and physical exertion will lend much to 
your health as well, so make the most of this. Even if you 
have to work today, you can always enjoy the evening.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Take charge of 
your overall health today, Taurus. You’ll like-
ly wake up feeling energetic and well. Seize 
this opportunity to be active in doing things 

that will help continue your good feelings. Consider 
all aspects of your health, including emotional and 
spiritual. If you can, sit outside in the sunshine and 
fresh air to consider the areas of your life that could 
use a workout. Take a walk, do some gardening, en-
gage in something both creative and physical.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): If there’s some-
thing crafty or artsy you’ve had your eye on 
and would really like to get but can’t afford, 
Gemini, consider making it. Even if you don’t 

consider yourself artistic, you may surprise yourself if 
you give a project half a chance. There are numerous 
websites that cater to novices and can give you the sup-
port and instruction you need. Don’t dismiss your abil-
ity. Explore this avenue and see about finding a creative 
niche for yourself.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): It’s the perfect 
day to get up and head outside, Cancer. 
You’ll likely find yourself feeling positive 
and energetic, and some fresh air, sun-

shine, and physical activity may be long overdue. 
Even if this is a workday for you, make the most of 
your breaks and lunch hour by walking. This eve-
ning may be the opportune time to get together 
with some friends for coffee or a favorite sporting 
event.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): It won’t be surpris-
ing if you find yourself getting frustrated 
with a close friend or partner today who is 
far less ambitious than you, Leo. The energy 

in the air can really emphasize your “go, go, go” way of 
reaching goals and achieving success. Others who are 
passive or fearful in this area may be difficult to under-
stand. Yet each person has to do things in ways that are 
best for him or her. Try to be patient.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): See about using 
your good relationships with friends and 
loved ones today to get some group ac-
tivities going, Virgo. Chances are you’ll feel 

pretty good and the idea of socializing will appeal to 
you. See about inviting people over for supper or a 
game of cards. If you’re especially lively, some sports 
may be just the ticket to get you out and moving. 
Do whatever it takes to have some fun and get some 
fresh air today.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): If you’re lack-
ing a regular exercise routine, Libra, today’s 
a great day to turn that around. Exercise 
doesn’t have to wear you out or hurt. Even re-

laxing activities like walking or yoga are excellent ways 
to keep you in good shape. Participating in a sport that 
appeals to you like volleyball or bowling combines fun 
with exercise. Heck, even dancing is a recognized form 
of exercise! See about finding something that will work 
for you.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Put your am-
bition into action today, Scorpio. The day’s 
planetary aspects should find you feeling en-
ergetic and positive. Make the most of this by 

taking steps toward your goals. As you know, if you don’t 
actively pursue things, nothing will happen. The years 
can pass by so quickly and you wouldn’t want to be sit-
ting on a rocker wondering “what if.” Trust yourself and 
do what it takes. Everything starts with a single step.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): WDon’t 
hesitate when it comes to taking on a proj-
ect or making plans today, Sagittarius. Extra 
energy will complement your organizational 

skills, making the perfect combination to handle al-
most anything. Be sure to write down your goals and 
plans to help keep you focused. If you decide to tackle 
any cleaning today, get rid of the things you never use. 
Consider donating such items to charity, since there’s 
undoubtedly someone out there who could use them.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today 
should go well for you, Capricorn. Expect 
to feel a renewed energy and perspective on 
things, especially those that are work relat-

ed. Make the most of this by working toward finishing 
projects that are waiting for you or by cleaning and or-
ganizing your desk or broom closet. Feel confident that 
you’ll be able to handle most any task in no time. When 
everything you wanted to get done is taken care of, 
make some plans for a little recreation. You deserve it.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Today you 
may notice that you’re feeling very creative 
and ambitious, Aquarius. You might want 
to use these strengths to work directly on an 

artistic project. Or you may choose to channel that en-
ergy into activities like organizing your home or work-
space. If you plan it out, there should be plenty of time 
to get to both if you have a mind to. Make the most of 
the day!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Don’t be sur-
prised if you wake up feeling super today, 
Pisces. Chances are good that you’ll feel a 
renewed physical strength with energy to 

spare. That said, it might be a good day to tackle any 
projects that require you to use some muscle. Perhaps 
there’s some yard work that needs to be done or fur-
niture you want to move around. On the fun side, you 
might want to get to the gym for a workout or swim. 
Whatever the activity, today is a good day to go for it!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Zapra Chakhesang

...from previous issue
And as the whole India, impatiently 

watching and waiting without sleep for 
the opportunity, they would rise en-masse 
in a lightning reverse and a complete U-
turn would take place in support of Subhas 
Chandra Bose and Indian National Army 
(INA). And once crossed Dimapur: free-
food, free-arms and whatever was needed 
would be in surplus supply as promised by 
Netaji. The fates of the supporters of British 
Raj including Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal 
Nehru or others would be very uncertain. 
They all could be swept away in a turmoil 
because the rule of the day could be a to-
tal dictatorship. And the leaders of the post 
WW2 even upto the leadership of today in 
India would be different.

And Nagaland would be, whether you 
believe it or not, a free and independent 
country and nation, since then, as agreed 
upon in between the three great leaders: 
General Mutaguchi Renya, Subhas Chandra 
Bose and Naga Zapuphizo. The Japanese 
armies and INA were allowed into the Naga 
Hills under the agreement that they would 
not molest or rape a Naga woman, and 2 
annas(25 paise) per Naga house-tax would 
be given to them. The Japanese soldiers as 
well as INA did not touch a Naga woman, 
but the Nagas failed to pay the house-tax to 
them. 

All the above possibilities were stopped 
here at Kohima, Nagaland. And the Indian 
democracy, all its leaders, and the entire 
India was saved from that dictatorship. In 
many ways, the Nagas contributed a lot for 
the British India’s victory. 

Why was the Japanese forces defeated 
here in Nagaland? Besides other reasons 
known to war-veterans, the main cause was 
because the Japanese had alienated the Na-
gas by their unfriendly operations of rations 
or food for one lakh soldiers, and they had 
failed in their political propaganda to win 
the hearts of the Nagas to their side. If not, it 
is said, “Our fathers, in the beginning, they 
thought of helping the Japanese.” Didn’t the 
Nagas commit a mistake by supporting the 
wrong and an unfaithful ally? Because if the 
Nagas did support the Japanese, their own 
blood-brother; without the least doubt, the 
British would surely be defeated. Then, the 
Japanese would have established an Impe-
rial Rule of an absolute dictatorship in India 
as they dreamt of, till today. 

Mahatma Gandhi, Nehru and the Con-
gress leaders were, of course, organizing 
Civil Disobedience Movement, Non-Co-
operation Movement, hartals, fastings, and 
at best Quit India Movement, but those 
seemed boneless. In reality, these fights 
would never bring independence to India 
that quick. It was only when Subhash Chan-
dra Bose and the Axis power came near as a 
real threat, the British Government imme-
diately promised “India Independence” to 
the Indian leaders if the war is won jointly 
in order to win Indians’ hearts and sup-
ports. “War is the province of chance”, and 
“destiny decides”. Japanese were defeated 
at Kohima and Indian democracy was 
saved. India is ever endebted to Nagaland. 
The Nagas should be honestly acknowl-
edged and placed to its original status. The 
Nagas deserve a sincere attention. India can 
never be ungrateful to the Nagas. 

PART-II
India   should  learn   the  lessons  from  
it’s  own  past history  and  integrate  the  
Nagas  based  on  the  true  natural-lines  
by  removing  the  artificial-lines:

(1) India occupies a very strategic 
position in Asia. It is naturally defended 
on the north by the high Himalayan rang-
es uninterrupted for a distance of some 
2,500 kms, on the south-west by the seas 
of Arabia and Africa, and on the south-
east by the Bay of Bengal, Burma, Malay-
sia and Indonesia.  The south tip, Cape 
Comorin(Kanyakumari) is covered by the 
big and black Indian ocean.
What  india  do  know
India has two weak eternal defence points :

1.  The  North-West  Pass
According to the studies of Dr. B.S.Guha 

and Natwar Singh, minister-historian, the 
people of India are largely the descend-
ants of immigrants from across the Hima-
layas through the Hindu Kush passage.  
Brachycephalic(broad headed) Negroids 
from Africa were the oldest people to have 
come to India.  Then, Proto-Austroloids 
or Austrics were the second race of people 
came and laid the foundation of Indian civ-
ilization.  Then came the Dravidians from 
the Mediterranean who are reputed to have 
built up the city civilization of the Indus val-
ley beginning from 7000 B.C. and 6000 B.C. 
Caste System and Idol worship were un-
known to them.

Then came the Nordic(tall blond long-
headed Germanic people) Aryans who mi-
grated to India were a branch of Indo-Ira-
nians.  It is believed the Aryans must have 
come to India beginning from 1500 B.C.  
Many Indians pride themselves on their 
Aryans’ descent. 

Though it is not exactly known what 
happened to the Indus people or their 
civilization, it is assumed that the Aryans 
or Caucasians or Indo-Europeans had 
conquered and dominated the physically 
shorter, smaller and dark colour Dravidians 
making them slaves, pushing and driving 
them southwards and eastwards.  During 
the early Vedic period, caste-system or im-
age worship were not known.  But it was 
during the later Vedic age that the caste-sys-
tem and image worship had come into ex-
istence.  And all other non-Caucasus races 
were classified as the lower castes and the 
aborigines as the Sudras - the lowest caste 
by placing the Caucasians as the Brahmans, 
the supreme essence and the highest caste 
in the struggle for racial supremacy built up 
and spread by the Vedic priests making In-
dia a cursed nation in the world. This was 
nothing, but an artificial creation of human 
thorough manipulation based on mere 
racial colour and choice, not on sane and 
sound basis; a religion not for the liberation 
of human souls, but for the enslavement of 
all soul, body and mind which is a crime 
and to be completely removed today.  

The basis of Hinduism lies in the four 
Vedas of the Aryans.  Hinduism gains in-
fluence in India, 1100’s B.C.  The mainstay 
of popular Hinduism is the Vedic literature 
which consists of puranas(old stories) and 
Itihasas(epics).  The epics are two - the Ma-
habharata written by Vyasa about 200 B.C. 
and after that the Ramayana by Valmiki.  In 
all these writing-works, the dates claimed 
varies with vast differences mostly support-
ed with mystical interpretations difficult to 
settle. The Valmiki Ramayana is dated vari-
ously from 500-100 B.C.  However, compi-
lation of the book came after 100 B.C.  The 
works were done to embody the legends 
of the Aryans and non-Aryans based on 
their deities: Brahma and Shiva or Siva-
Uma(Aryan gods) and Vishnu or Sri-Vishnu 
(partly Dravidian god), and it was con-
sciously created to bring them together as 
a new Hindu nation of mixed origin welded 
into one people under Brahmana guidance.  
Brahma was made the chief diety of the 
trinity: Brahma, Shiva and Vishnu, and the 
Brahmans(Brahmins) the chief and highest 
post or priestly class and Vishnu - the Dra-
vidian god as the third.  Mantras, rituals and 
ceremonies all were to be indulged and per-
formed by the Brahmins.

The early Aryan gods were deitifica-
tion of natural forces:  Agni, Varuna, Soma, 
Surya etc. but the later Vedic literature and 
dictates of its philosophy was for deitifica-
tion of Brahmans as Hindu gods.  Many had 
emerged into that influence; but since then, 
caste-system began to creep in the Indian 
society; and Hinduism had been rocked by 
dissensions and disputations. Buddhism 
founded by Gautama Buddha in the 5th 
century B.C., Jainism by Vardhamana Ma-
havira in the 6th century B.C. and Sikhism 
by Guru Nanak during 1469-1538 A.D - all 
these great thinkers and reformers were 
from Hindu background itself, and their 
great religious movements had basically 
originated in strong protest and in total re-
jection of the Caste-System and Untouch-

ability. Mahatma Gandhi and all the en-
lightened Indian thinkers of his time were 
totally against this evil.  Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 
with more than three thousand followers 
seperated themselves from Hinduism and 
joined Buddhism in a day in rejection of 
this evil.  But sadly it was found not easy to 
completely eradicate the evil as it has been 
enshrined and imposed by a more powerful 
conquering-race upon its conquered peo-
ple through writings - the old Vedic books, 
puranas, epics etc. which continue to live, 
and it had been in practice for several hun-
dreds and thousands of years.

It is a shame and a heavy burden to 
India.  India must declare war against this 
caste-system and untouchability and re-
move them in today’s civilized world.  Till 
the caste-system and untouchability are 
removed from the Indian society,  know 
that India hasn’t yet achieved its full free-
dom and independence.  Tough legislation 
should be introduced and passed in all the 
Councils, Assemblies and Parliaments to 
abolish this man-made curse.  Liberty and 
equality are to be proclaimed to the op-
pressed.

No ill-will or intent against Hinduism as 
a religion, but there is a desire and a hope 
for justice that all our Hindu brothers and 
sisters live as equals together again as in the 
beginning.

After the Nordic Aryans, the Persians 
came right from 6th century B.C.  The 
Persian Empire was destroyed by Alexan-
der the Great.  Alexander the Great, then, 
entered and invaded India in 326 B.C.  He 
could easily conquered the whole known 
India as it was under the rule of many petty 
kingdoms.

Then came the Mughals who came 
from the same passage, conquered India 
in 1526 A.D. as it was under many divided 
kingdoms. And then came the British rule 
beginning from 1600 A.D. established by 
the East India Company till 1947 = 347 
years’ rule.  India had never won a battle on 
the west.  Looking at the long span of ages 
in history, 71 years old of India Independ-
ence looks like still the age of a baby.

In 1857, there was an Indian soldiers 
Mutiny. It was called the First war of Indian 
Independence by some Indian writers.  It 
was exaggerated, because till then, India 
had not yet become a nation.

2. The  North-East  Front
The Manipuris, Burmese  and  the  Nagas

Mongoloids of various types are confined 
to the North-east fringes of India migrat-
ed mostly from the North-east as well as 
from the South-east Asia. These are some 
extracts from the book titled, “A history of 
Assam” written by Sir Edward Gait in 1905, 
and revised and enlarged by B.K. Barua and 
H.V.S. Murthy page-321 reads, “The State of 
Manipur, consisting, as it does, of a small 
but most fertile valley; isolated from the 
neighbouring inhabited by wild and war-
like tribes... Ahoms called it Mekheli, and 
the Kacharis Maqli, while the old Assamese 
name for it is Maqlaw” which sounds like a 
corrupted name or pronounciation of Ma-
khel from the same root of migration with 
the Nagas.  The Manipuris proper were re-
garded by Pemberton as the descendants of 
a Tartar colony from North-West borders of 
China in the 13th and 14th centuries A.D.” 
There were accounts which support to car-
ry back their history to the thirtieth year of 
the Christian era, but all seem merely leg-
endary and illusory. 

“But from 1714 onwards the narrative is 
fairly continuous, and many of the events 
detailed in it are proved to have occured 
by the independent records maintained by 
the king of Ava(Burmese king).  The year in 
question was marked by the accession of 
Pamheiba, who is reputed to have been a 
Naga chief, and who subsequently became 
a convert of Hinduism taking the name 
“Gharib Nawaz or patron of the poor.” 
“They call themselves Kshatriyas, and are 
supported in their claim by the degraded 
Brahmans who serve them, and who, after 
giving the State its present name and iden-
tifying it with the Manipur of the Mahab-
harat...”  “Gharib Nawaz proved himself an 

exceedingly able king and a most successful 
leader; and under his energetic guidance, 
the Manipuris emerged from the obscu-
rity in which they had lain for centuries.”  
“Between the years 1725 and 1749, Gharib 
Nawaz waged a series of successful wars 
against the Burmese, and captured many 
important towns.”

Sadly, Gharib Nawaz was compelled 
to go into exile, and was soon afterwards 
murdered by his own son, Ugat Shah alias 
Kakilal Thaba’s instigation. “The inevitable 
result supervened, and the power of Ma-
nipur, which Gharib Nawaz had raised so 
high, speedily collapsed.”

Now, on the North–east front, frequent-
ly the Burmese invades Manipur.  In 1755, 
1758 and also in 1765, the Burmese invaded 
Manipur and placed Kalemba as the Bur-
mese agent-King in Manipur.  In November 
1768, Jai Singh, had a force of ten thousand 
men, where it remained until he raised a 
force of Nagas as usually done by Manipuri 
kings because Meiteis of Manipur in the 
valley alone was too small and less as a na-
tion; and drove out the usurper Kalemba 
from the throne of Manipur.  In wars with 
the Burmese, the Manipuri princes always 
engaged the Nagas as their best force in all 
their fights. It is believed Kalemba was a 
Naga, but being appointed as a Burmese-
agent king, the Nagas did not tolerate it, 
they fought against him and removed him 
from the throne.  This is the story told by 
Dr. Brown in his “Statistical Account of Ma-
nipur”.  According to the chronicles of the 
Ahoms the Usurper’s name was Bairang 
and he was put to death.

As the Ahom kingdom began to decay 
and fall; the Burmese king of Ava sent inva-
sion after invasion to Manipur and Assam 
in 1800, 1816, 1817 and 1818. The Manipuri 
princes went to Cachar and established 
themselves there, and the Burmese occu-
pied Manipur and ruled over from 1819-
1824 extending their influence to Brah-
maputra valley.

Fortunately, at this time, the operations 
of the British Armies in Burma itself had 
been crowned with success, and the king of 
Ava was at last reluctantly compelled to ac-
cept the terms of peace which were offered 
him. By the Treaty of Yandabo, he agreed 
amongst other things, to abstain from all 
interference in the affairs of the countries 
which then constitute the province of As-
sam, and to recognize Gambhir Singh as 
Raja of Manipur and Kubo valley.

(2) WW2  japanese  invasion.  India 
democracy  was  saved from  here in Naga-
land at Kohima.  Rewards  to  the  Nagas.

From this very North-east front again, 
the Japanese invasion came in 1944 dur-
ing WW2. And the war battle was fiercely 
fought here at Kohima as briefly stated ear-
lier in Part I.

Even during the WW2, no where in Cen-
tral India, any real big battle was fought 
for its independence. The way they fought 
was by organizing hartals, fastings, non-
cooperation movement, Civil disobedience 
movement, or at best Quit India Movement 
without arms but by chanting mantras, by 
dancing, merry making or love making. 
Though, we never fail to appreciate them; 
the truth was, during this period, thousands 
of Indian young educated men and women 
came to know one another and got mar-
ried, instead of shedding blood or losing 
lives. That’s a job which could be done even 
by women, children or aged people.  And 
so, thousands of women thronged around 
Mahatma Gandhi in every movement.

The fight here at Kohima was a real 
man’s fight with lives, blood and deaths 
for defence and freedom of India. More 
than 7,000 men killed and more members 
wounded in 64 days of fighting.

How do you compare the fights that 
took place in central India and the fights 
that took place in the North-east at Kohima 
for defence of India?  Instead of reward-
ing or being grateful to the Northeast, they 
in the name of Central India always try to 
discriminate, marginalize and ill-treat the 
North–easterners in every way - calling 
them separatists, extremists, secession-
ists, insurgents, rebels, Mongoloids, yellow 

and so on and on, and rewarded them with 
the Indian Armed Forces Special Power Act 
(IAFSPA) 1958 - an inhuman law and Dis-
turbed Area Act with an intense hatred to 
sweep away the North-east people from the 
face of the earth?  Why the Central Indians 
are to discriminate the Northeast people?  
They did nothing greater or worthy to be 
boastful of themselves or to discriminate 
the Northeast people.  The Central Indians 
had not killed even a locust for their inde-
pendence during WW2.  It’s done here in 
the Northeast Nagaland at Kohima.  Op-
portunities and preferences should first go 
to the Nagas to become President, Prime 
Minister, Home Minister, Defence Minister 
etc. of India.  The Nagas can do not only as 
good as, but more capable than many other 
Indians. 

If  Bombay or Hindukush pass has 
been the Gateway of India to the west,                            
Mr. Juneseo Park, Political Counsellor, Em-
bassy of Republic of Korea, New Delhi on 
the 24th October 2017 said, “Nagaland acts 
as the Gateway of India to the east”. 

India had never become one nation nor 
one country in all its past history till the Brit-
ish came.  When Lord Dalhousie laid down 
his office in 1856, and Canning took over as 
Governor General of India, the British Em-
pire in India had extended its boundaries 
from Indus in the west to Irrawady (Burma) 
in the east, and from the Himalayas in the 
North to Cape Comorin (Kanyakumari) in 
the far south . It was the British who had 
conquered, integrated, consolidated them, 
and given it to India as a free-gift which 
India could never do it by itself.   India, 
even when under the greatest provocation 
should always be grateful to the British.

The British Government announced on 
the February 20,1947 its intention to quit 
India by June 1948. Lord Mountbatten was 
named Viceroy to arrange the transfer of 
power. In the same year on the July 1, 1947, 
the British Parliament passed the Indian 
Independence Act and fixed August 15 for 
the transfer of power. Partition of India was 
done into India and Pakistan.

After three years of Indian Independ-
ence, the British also completely leave 
their Indian Empire.  However, the Nagas 
were left divided into two: one half given to 
Burma and another half given to India by 
an imaginary line known as the Mc Mohan 
line. No man was found  more foolish than 
the man who had drawn the Mc Mohan 
Line without knowing the people and their 
lands. Thus the Nagas and their land was 
arbitrarily apportioned between India and 
Burma after their respective declaration of 
Independences based on that imaginary 
line. The British further divided the Naga 
Hills into various units: some given to Aru-
nachal, some to Assam and some to Ma-
nipur for their administrative conveniences 
without the consent of the Naga people. 
The Nagas became the most mutilated, di-
vided and hurt people on earth.  The Nagas 
suffer because of the British.

On the 30th March 1953, the Prime Min-
isters of India and Burma, Messrs. Jawahar-
lal Nehru and U Nu made a joint visit to Ko-
hima.  On that day the whole assemblage of 
Nagas in Kohima Local ground walked out 
an masse jeering and slapping their nude 
buttocks in anger because of the refusal of 
these leaders to give a hearing to them and 
for not allowing them to submit their mem-
orandum.

(3) Nehru’s  failure  to  understand  the  
Nagas’  deepest hurt.  Pouring  his  revenge  
upon  the  Nagas  :

Nehru, a man of great statesmanship, 
and of great knowledge and wisdom, how 
did he completely miss to understand the 
main resentment point of the humiliated 
Nagas or fail to pacify them, it surprises 
all.  In any case, India should learn its own 
past history, and search and exhaust every 
means to integrate the Nagas by doing jus-
tice.  Nehru should have shared and im-
pressed upon his counter-Prime Minister 
of Burma to jointly and favourably consider 
the very sentimental case of the Nagas be-
cause for this very matter U Nuh also came 
to Kohima.  It would never be a loss to India.  

To be continued...

The Forgotten Battle of Kohima
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NEWS IN BRIEF
AAP welcomes BJP’s stand on inter-
faith marriages
New Delhi, Feb. 4 (IANS): Delhi’s ruling am Aadmi Party 
(AAP) on Sunday said it welcomed BJP’s support to inter-
faith and inter-religious marriages. “Irrespective of our 
political ideologies, I welcome Manoj Tiwari ji who has 
supported inter-faith and inter-religious marriages by 
consenting adults,” AAP spokesperson Saurabh Bhard-
waj tweeted. His remarks came a day after the Delhi BJP 
unit chief Manoj Tiwari condemned the alleged honour 
killing of 23-year-old Ankit Saxena in the city. Saxena, 
a photographer, was allegedly killed by the family of a 
woman he was in a relationship with. According to Delhi 
Police, the woman’s family was against their relationship 
as they belonged to different communities and had told 
him to end it.

First-time MLAs to undergo training 
in Delhi — HP speaker 
Nahan, Feb. 4 (PTI): All 23 first-time MLAs of Himachal 
Pradesh would undergo a two-day training programme on 
parliamentary system of the country on February 7 and 8 
at Parliament, Assembly Speaker Rajiv Bindal said today. 
Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan, four Union Minis-
ters, four senior MPs and two officers from Parliament 
secretariat, who would guide the newly-elected MLAs, 
he said. Bindal stressed that the focus of MLAs should be 
more on legislative business and appealed to all Assembly 
members to make it a priority so that the House is able 
to give its best to the state. He would attend a Speakers’ 
conference at Patna in Bihar from February 16 to 18.

Girl, soldier injured in Pakistani fir-
ing at LoC 
Jammu, Feb. 4 (IANS): An Indian soldier and a teenaged 
girl were injured after Pakistan opened “unprovoked and 
indiscriminate” firing across the Line of Control (LoC) in 
Jammu and Kashmir’s Poonch on Sunday, officials said. 
“Pakistan army resorted to unprovoked firing on Indian 
positions on the LoC in Shahpur area of Poonch district. 
They used small arms automatics and mortars to target 
Indian positi ons. Indian positions retaliated effectively 
and strongly,” a police official said. “A 15-year-old girl and 
an army jawan were injured in Pakistan firing and have 
been shifted to hospital,” the official added. According to 
army officials, the firing started around 11 a.m. with Paki-
stani soldiers using small arms, automatics and mortars. 
Indian troops retaliated strongly, they added.

Man shoots dead woman after she 
refused to marry him 
Badaun, Feb. 4 (PTI): A woman was killed and her sister 
injured when an 18-year-old man opened fire at them 
after she declined to marry him, police said today. Super-
intendent of Police Chandra Prakash said Lovely Mishra 
alias Ilu (18), who lived with her uncle in Ramnath Colo-
ny, was being pressured by Amit, a resident of her village 
Khera Jalalpur, to marry him. The SP said yesterday Amit 
along with his brother, Sumit and two sisters, arrived at 
Mishra’s house and asked her to marry him. “When she 
refused, Amit shot Mishra dead, and also shot at her 
elder sister, Neeraj, when she tried to save her.
Mishra died subsequently,” he said. A case was regis-
tered and an investigation into the matter is underway, 
the police official said, adding that the accused was 
absconding after the incident.

Two Chinese men held with smug-
gled gold worth INR 1.21 crore 
New Delhi, Feb. 4 (PTI): Two Chinese men have been 
arrested for allegedly trying to smuggle into the country 
gold valuing about Rs 1.21 crore at the Delhi airport, an 
official statement said today. The duo had arrived in the 
same flight from Taipei via Hong Kong on Friday, it said.
One of the passengers was intercepted by the customs 
after his arrival at the airport. A detailed personal and 
baggage search resulted in the seizure of four gold bars, 
weighing 4 kg, the statement said. He had kept the 
gold bars, wrapped in newspapers, in the pockets of his 
trousers, it said. During further investigation, another 
Chinese national was also found to be involved in the 
crime, the statement said.

Modi calls for throwing out 
Congress from Karnataka 

Delhi markets reopen after 
two-day strike against sealing

Oil tanker with 22 Indians 
goes missing near West Africa

Kashmir terror financing : NIA 
to send Letters Rogatory to Pak 

AAP MLAs’ plea ‘misdirected’, ‘not maintainable’, EC tells HC

CBI decision to move court on Bofors act of malice — Cong leader 

Yechury comes under fire 
at party meet in Kerala

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, BJP Leader S. M. Krishna, Ananth Kumar, BJP state unit President B. S. 
Yeddyurappa with other BJP state leaders during the completion of Parivartan Yatra rally in Bengaluru 
on Sunday.

Bengaluru, Feb. 4 (IANS): 
Sounding the election 
bugle in Karnataka, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Sunday urged the peo-
ple to throw the “corrupt 
and dynastic” Congress 
out of power in the state 
assembly elections, due 
in late April or early May.

“I appeal to the people 
of Karnataka to throw out 
the Congress government 
as countdown for its pack 
up from the state has be-
gun,” thundered Modi 
at a BJP rally, attended 
by over one lakh people, 
at the sprawling Banga-
lore Palace Grounds here, 
amid tight security.

Launching a no-holds 
barred attack on the Con-
gress in his hour-long 
speech in Hindi, Modi 
said the country did not 
need its culture anymore.

“India does not need 
Congress culture any-
more as it has ruined the 
nation. If corruption has 
to end, the state has to 
be made Congress-free,” 
he said.

Accusing the Congress 
government in the state 
of being “corrupt”, the 
Prime Minister said the 
party was opposing the 
path of development that 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
was aiming at for the na-

New Delhi, Feb. 4 (IANS): 
Markets in the national 
capital reopened on Sun-
day after a two-day strike 
by thousands of com-
mercial establishments 
protesting against the 
recent sealing drive by the 
Municipal Corporations 
of Delhi.

The shutdown had 
been called by the Con-
federation of All India 
Traders (CAIT).

“After two days of Del-
hi Trade Bandh called by 
CAIT against sealing, the 
markets in Delhi opened 
today restoring the busi-
ness activities to normal 
trade though markets ob-
serving Sunday as weekly 
holiday remained closed,” 
the traders’ association 
said in a release here. 

“The proposals of 
DDA (Delhi Development 
Authority) for amend-
ment in Master Plan 2021 
are very confusing since 
every proposal contain 
certain riders and condi-
tions which are difficult 
to follow and as such the 
basic object of bringing 
proposals to provide relief 
to traders from sealing 
will be highly defeated, 
according to prominent 
traders,” it said. 

CAIT Secretary Gen-
eral Praveen Khandel-
wal said it appeared that 
the DDA proposals were 
drafted “in great haste 

without considering its 
compliance obligations 
and impact”. 

“It will be more ap-
propriate if the central 
government suspends 
the sealing, by bringing 
a law in the Parliament, 
for at least six months, 
and during this period 
after having a detailed 
and thoughtful study, the 
proposals to amend the 
Master Plan should be 
drafted to give relief from 
sealing,” he said in the 
statement.

CAIT on Saturday said 
it has sent a “traders’ char-
ter” to the government 
suggesting that it take 
necessary steps to miti-
gate traders’ problems 
on account of the sealing 
drive.

“Though appreciating 
the proposals mooted 
by DDA for amending 
the Master Plan to bring 
relief to traders from seal-
ing, the CAIT has sent a 
12 point traders’ charter 
to Hardeep Puri, Union 
Minister for Urban De-
velopment, urging him 
to take necessary steps to 
mitigate the problems of 
the traders on account of 
sealing,” it said.

On Friday, the DDA 
approved changes to the 
city’s Master Plan -- in a 
move to provide relief to 
traders hit by the sealing 
drive -- on a day lakhs of 

traders pulled down their 
shutters to protest against 
the sealing.

The sealing drive was 
being carried out against 
business establishments 
using residential areas 
for commercial purposes 
without paying conver-
sion charges. DDA’s pro-
posed amendments to 
the Master Plan include 
increasing Floor Area Ra-
tio (FAR) of local shop-
ping complexes from ex-
isting 180 per cent to 300 
per cent and regularising 
agricultural warehouses 
on 12 metre wide roads.

Though the DDA has 
approved the proposed 
amendments, the trad-
ers continued with their 
shutdown on Saturday.

According to the CAIT, 
the charter sent to the 
government includes 
among other steps keep-
ing status quo in special 
areas till the time its re-
development plan is pre-
pared and implemented.

“The plot size in LSCs 
should be increased from 
175 metres to 250 me-
tres,” the traders’ body 
urged the government.

CAIT also urged that 
commercial use of base-
ments should be allowed 
uniformly in any street 
and the limit of pay-
ing conversion charges 
should be fixed for 10 
years.

Mumbai/New Delhi, Feb. 
4 (PTI):  An oil tanker with 
22 Indians on board has 
gone missing in the pira-
cy-plagued waters off the 
Benin coast in the Gulf of 
Guinea near West Africa, 
the Directorate General of 
Shipping said today.

No contact has been 
established with the ves-
sel so far and there have 
been no reports of a ran-
som call, it said.

“The region has a his-
tory of piracy and it may 
be a case of suspected pi-
racy. All communication 
with the vessel has been 
lost, and right now we 
do not know if a ransom 
call has been made,” an 
official of the Directorate 
General of Shipping told 
PTI.

The ship has gone 
mission less than a month 

after another vessel ‘MT 
Barret’ had gone miss-
ing off the coast of Benin 
in January and was later 
confirmed to have been 
hijacked. The crew of 22, 
most of whom were In-
dians, were reportedly 
released after the ransom 
was paid.

Earlier, Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA) 
Spokesperson Raveesh 
Kumar tweeted, “A mer-
chant vessel Marine Ex-
press (oil tanker), owned 
by Mumbai-based Anglo 
Eastern shipping com-
pany with 22 Indian na-
tionals on board, is pre-
sumably missing off the 
coast of Benin in the Gulf 
of Guinea.” 

The India mission in 
Nigeria was in touch with 
the authorities concerned 
and the situation was be-

ing constantly monitored, 
the MEA said.

“Our Mission in Abuja 
(Nigeria) is in touch with 
the authorities in Benin 
and Nigeria for their help 
in locating the ship and 
is constantly monitoring 
the situation. A 24-hour 
helpline number set up 
by the Embassy for infor-
mation on those missing 
is +234-9070343860,” Ku-
mar said.

The DG shipping also 
said they are in touch with 
the Indian missions and 
“all our efforts are con-
centrated on getting the 
sailors rescued”.

The official said that 
Anglo-Eastern shipping 
management is very co-
operative and have also 
opened up an emergency 
response centre for the 
crew members’ families.

New Delhi, Feb. 4 (PTI): Congress 
leader and former law minister 
Ashwani Kumar has alleged that 
the CBI’s decision to move the 
Supreme Court in the Bofors case 
was “politically motivated” and a 
“gross act of malice”, and held that 
the matter will be decided in the 
“peoples’ court”.

With the government deciding 
to go ahead with an appeal in the 
case against the legal opinion of 
the Attorney General, yet another 
constitutional institution had been 
weakened, he alleged.

“The politically-motivated de-
cision of the government is a gross 
act of malice. The question that 
begs itself is whether this is a case 
of lawful prosecution or political 
persecution. The matter will finally 
be decided in the peoples’ court,” 
he said in a statement.

The former law minister said 

the decision of the CBI to move 
court in the Bofors case was an 
“unprecedented negation” of 
the “sanctity of the considered 
legal opinion” of the Attorney 
General.

“Yet another constitutional 
institution stands weakened,” he 
said.

The move, he said, was a “bra-
zen infraction of judicial norms” 
and the settled principle of juris-
prudence that criminal prosecu-
tion must not be allowed to go on 
endlessly and that there should be 
a finality to litigation.

The law of limitation cited by 
the Attorney General in support 
of his opinion was based on this 
principle, he noted.

“The reason given for reopen-
ing a case 12 years after the High 
Court decision is utterly unten-
able,” Kumar said, adding that the 

“ex-facie self serving statement” 
by a foreign private detective to a 
TV channel could not displace the 
voluminous record of investigation 
and the well considered judicial 
verdict in the matter.

Michael Hershmam, president 
of the US-based private detective 
firm Fairfax, had alleged in a tel-
evision interview last year that the 
Rajiv Gandhi-led Congress govern-
ment had sabotaged his investiga-
tion into the case.

The CBI had on Friday filed 
a petition in the Supreme Court 
challenging the 2005 order of the 
Delhi High Court quashing all 
charges against those accused in 
the Bofors pay- off case.

Sources had said the CBI in 
its appeal stated that a further in-
vestigation was necessary in view 
of reports relating to Hershman’s 
interview.

New Delhi, Feb 4 (PTI) 
The NIA will soon ap-
proach a court to get a 
Letters Rogatory issued 
to Pakistan seeking de-
tails about some peo-
ple allegedly indulging 
in false propaganda and 
running the website of 
the Hurriyat Conference’s 
pro-Pakistan faction led 
by Syed Ali Shah Geelani, 
officials said here.

The agency will seek 
details about Zakir-ulllah 
who, it believes, han-
dles the websites of the 
Geelani faction of the 
Hurriyat Conference and 
terror group Hizbul Mu-
jahideen.

Once the court issues 
the Letters Rogatory, 
which is a request from 
a court of a sovereign 
nation to a court of an-
other sovereign nation, 
the same will be vetted 
by the Legal and Trea-
ties department of the 
Ministry and External 
Affairs and sent to Paki-
stan through diplomatic 
channels.

So far, Pakistan has 
never responded to such 
requests sent in other cas-
es such as the hijacking 
of Indian Airlines plane 
in 1999, terror attacks in-
cluding the Pathankot In-
dian Air Force base strike.

New Delhi, Feb. 4 (IANS): The 
Election Commission has told 
the Delhi High Court that the 
various writ petitions submit-
ted by the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) legislators against their 
disqualification in the ‘office of 
profit’ case are “misdirected” 
and “not maintainable”, and 
has sought their dismissal “with 
cost”.

In its reply to the High 
Court,it also tried to clarify as 
to how not granting oral hear-
ing to the disqualified MLAs 
does not violate principles of 
natural justice, which the MLAs 
have alleged.

The EC said that the pleas 
by the MLAs are not maintain-
able as the petitioners have not 
challenged the Presidential 
Order dated January 20, 2018 
disqualifying them on grounds 

of holding office of profit as Par-
liamentary Secretaries. 

“It is relevant to point out 
herein that Section 15(3) of the 
Government of National Capi-
tal Territory of Delhi Act, 1991 
provides that if any question 
arises as to whether a member 
of the legislative assembly has 
become subject to any of the 
disqualifications mentioned in 
Section 15(1), the question shall 
be referred for the decision of 
the President and his decision 
shall be final. 

“Sub-section 4 of Section 
15 further provides that before 
giving any decision to any such 
question, the President shall 
obtain the opinion of the EC 
and shall act according to such 
opinion. Section 15 of the Act 
clearly envisages that the opin-
ion of the EC would culminate 

into an order/decision of the 
President of India. It would then 
be followed by a necessary noti-
fication in the Official Gazette,” 
the EC said.

Pointing out that the pe-
titioners have “not chosen to 
assail the President’s Order”, 
it said that the opinion of the 
Commission “does not survive 
today” as the same has “cul-
minated into a decision of the 
President”.  “The aforesaid fail-
ure to challenge the Presidential 
order has made the present 
petitions non-maintainable in 
the eyes of law,” it contended.

The poll panel also pointed 
out that the judicial review of 
Presidential orders based on 
the opinion of the EC has a 
“very narrow compass” as the 
Supreme Court has discussed 
and decided the scope of ju-

dicial review in various earlier 
cases.

Further, it said, that even if 
the higher courts exercise their 
jurisdiction under Articles 226 
and 32 of the Constitution in 
respect of such matters, the 
courts would “ordinarily not 
enter into the merits of the 
matter”. 

On the petitioners’ com-
plaint of no oral hearing, the 
EC said there was nothing in the 
Constitution or the Representa-
tion of People Act mandating 
that it “must give oral hearing to 
the concerned members of the 
legislature who have become 
subject to any of the disquali-
fications” and it has earlier too 
given its opinion to the Presi-
dent without giving any oral 
hearing to any party during its 
inquiry. 

The poll panel said that 
that it afforded the petitioners 
“ample opportunity to come 
and participate in several hear-
ings”, which “demonstrates and 
proves that the principles of 
natural justice have been duly 
complied with and adhered to”, 
adding that the MLAs gave only 
“illusory responses” through 
their replies dated October 16 
and November 20, 2017 and 
“threatened the respondent 
through their responses not to 
proceed with hearings”. 

It said that in view of all this, 
“it is humbly submitted that the 
prayers sought in the present 
writ petitions are not only mis-
guided and misconceived, but 
also misdirected and not main-
tainable. And therefore the said 
prayers ought to be rejected 
with costs”.

Thiruvananthapuram, Feb. 4 (IANS): 
Bringing the rift in the CPI-M into the 
open, some party leaders from Kerala 
slammed General Secretary Sitaram 
Yechury at a meet here on Sunday, a day 
after he confirmed that a complaint has 
been received against State Secretary 
Kodiyeri Balakrishnan’s son for alleged 
fraud. Yechury on Saturday revealed 
that the party received a complaint 
against Balakrishnan’s elder son Binoy 
Balakrishnan about an alleged Rs 13 
crore fraud committed in Dubai.

In wake of this, many state lead-
ers attacked Yechury in their speeches 
at the distconference, in which both 
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan and 
Balakrishnan took part, with a few even 
accusing him of being disgruntled for 
not getting a Rajya Sabha renomination.

While the Congress was willing to 
support the candidature of Yechury 
from West Bengal to the Rajya Sabha, his 
Communist Party of India-Marxist was 
not in favour of it and in the bargain, it 
lost a seat in the Upper House.

With Sunday’s attack, the inter-party 

rift has come out in the open.
Cracks started appearing in the party 

after Yechury took a stand favouring 
former Chief Minister V.S. Achuthanan-
dan. This difference of opinion deep-
ened when the entire Kerala unit of 
the party early this month voted, at the 
Central Committee meeting in Kolkata, 
against Yechury’s stand that the CPI-M 
should tie up with the Congress to fight 
the common enemy - the BJP.

A few days after Yechury’s draft reso-
lution was voted out, came a news 
report alleging that Balakrishnan junior 
had duped a firm. A three-page letter 
-- dated January 5, from the Dubai com-
pany sponser H.I.A.Al Marzooqi -- states 
that legal procedures have ben started 
against Binoy for the fraud. 

Sunday’s developments in the CPI-M 
come ahead of the state party confer-
ence to be held in Thrissur later this 
month where those who will attend the 
upcoming party Congress would be 
selected and it seems certain that the 
delegates from the state will not be sup-
porters of Yechury or his stand.

tion.
The Siddaramaiah-led 

state government has not 
been able to efficiently 
utilise the funds the Cen-
tre had released during 
the last four years, Modi 
charged.

“The Central govern-
ment had released Rs 
247 crore for the Swachh 
Bharat Mission to Karna-
taka, out of which Rs 70 
crore have still not been 
utilised.”

The government has 

made way for the build-
ers’ mafia, sand mafia 
and other corrupt actions, 
he said.

Several Hindu activ-
ists were murdered in the 
state which was a threat 
to democracy, the Prime 
Minister said.

“The only way that 
people of Karnataka can 
respond to this is through 
the upcoming elections,” 
he reiterated.

The BJP could take 
Ka r n a t a k a  t o  “n e w 

heights” with a focus on 
improving the lives of 
farmers and creating bet-
ter infrastructure, he said.

“There are still seven 
lakh homes in Karnata-
ka which are in the dark 
with no access to elec-
tricity even years after 
Independence. Electricity 
will brighten their lives,” 
Modi said.

The Union Budget’s 
announcement of a sub-
urban train network for 
Bengaluru could benefit 

nearly 15 lakh passengers, 
he added.

Modi was on a day-
long visit to the city to 
address the BJP rally that 
marks the culmination 
of the party’s 90-day rally 
across the districts of poll-
bound Karnataka.

Named “Nava Karna-
taka Nirmana Parivartana 
Yatra” (journey to build 
a new Karnataka), the 
rally across 224 assem-
bly constituencies of the 
state was flagged off on 
November 2, 2017 by the 
party’s national President 
Amit Shah here.

The rally was held 
with a view of bringing 
the BJP back to power in 
the state on the plank of 
transforming Karnataka 
through development. 
It was led by the party’s 
state unit president and 
former Chief Minister 
B.S. Yeddyurappa and 
the party’s other state 
leaders.

Un i o n  Mi n i s t e r s 
Prakash Javadekar and 
Piyush Goyal who are 
in-charge of the BJP 
poll campaign in Kar-
nataka, Ananth Kumar, 
D.V. Sadananda Gowda 
and Ananthkumar He-
gde who hail from the 
state, were also part of the 
event.
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Maldivian president Yameen Abdul Gayoom, center, surrounded by his body guards arrives to address his 
supporters in Male, Maldives, Saturday, Feb. 3, 2018. President Yameen said Saturday that he was willing 
to hold an early presidential election to allow voters to decide who they want to lead the Indian Ocean 
archipelago, as political unrest continued to grow after a court ordered the release and retrial of political 
prisoners.

Male, Feb. 4 (PTI/AFP): 
The Maldivian Supreme 
Court dealt another blow 
to beleaguered President 
Abdulla Yameen today, 
asking him to comply 
with its order to release 
political prisoners and 
reinstate dissident law-
makers.

The government had 
expressed “concerns” over 
the judicial order and re-
sisted complying with it, 
but the court said there 
can be no excuses.

Dissidents must be re-
leased because their trials 
were politically motivated 
and flawed, the Supreme 

Court said in a statement.
“There is nothing pre-

venting the prosecutor 
general from seeking a 
re-trial after the order has 
been implemented (and 
prisoners released),” it 
added.

Thursday’s order to 
restore the seats of 12 gov-
ernment MPs who de-
fected to the opposition 
would effectively reduce 
Yameen’s party to a minor-
ity and expose him to the 
risk of impeachment.

Police detained two 
opposition lawmakers 
who returned to the coun-
try today as the political 

crisis in the Indian Ocean 
archipelago nation deep-
ened with its top court pit-
ted against the president.

The main opposition 
Maldivian Democratic 
Party (MDP) said its MPs 
tried to stage a meeting 
in defiance of a weekend 
order suspending par-
liament, but they were 
pushed back by armed 
troops.

Security forces have 
been deployed inside the 
national parliament - 
known as the People’s Ma-
jlis - since March last year 
when Yameen ordered 
them to evict dissident 

lawmakers.
The president’s crack-

down on dissent has 
tarnished the Maldives’ 
image as an upmarket hol-
iday paradise and sparked 
calls from the United Na-
tions and several countries 
to restore the rule of law in 
the fledgling democracy.

But the Yameen gov-
ernment has so far refused 
to comply with the shock 
ruling, resisting interna-
tional pressure.

In a national television 
address today, Attorney 
General Mohamed Anil 
remained defiant.

“Any Supreme Court 
order to arrest the presi-
dent would be unconsti-
tutional and illegal,” Anil 
said. “So I have asked the 
police and the army not to 
implement any unconsti-
tutional order.” 

Yameen also sacked 
two police chiefs after the 
court’s decision.

Atul Keshap, the US 
ambassador to Sri Lanka 
and the Maldives, led in-
ternational criticism of 
the Yameen government’s 
refusal to respect court 
orders.

“What security risk 
prevents the #Maldives 
#Majlis from meeting to-
morrow? Why are MPs 
pepper sprayed in the 
streets and arrested on ar-
rival at airport?” he tweet-
ed today.

Former president and 

current opposition leader 
Mohamed Nasheed de-
scribed the government’s 
refusal to obey the Su-
preme Court as a “coup”.

Nasheed, who was 
controversially convicted 
of a terrorism charge and 
jailed for 13 years in 2015, 
urged police and troops to 
uphold the constitution.

“Statements made to-
day by AG Anil... to disobey 
SC orders is tantamount 
to a coup. They, and Presi-
dent Yameen must resign 
immediately,” he tweeted 
on Sunday.

“Security services must 
uphold the constitution 
and serve the Maldivian 
people.” 

Nasheed, the country’s 
first democratically elect-
ed leader, was toppled 
in 2012. He was barred 
from contesting elections 
after his 2015 terrorism 
conviction, which was in-
ternationally criticised as 
politically motivated.

He has been in exile 
since 2016, when he left on 
prison leave for medical 
treatment. He is currently 
in Colombo, meeting Mal-
divian dissidents based in 
Sri Lanka. 

The MDP - which is 
led by Nasheed - has ex-
pressed fears that any 
move by the government 
to resist the Supreme 
Court’s order may trigger 
unrest in the nation of 
340,000 Sunni Muslims.

London, Feb. 4 (PTI): Pro-Brexit lawmak-
ers are plotting to topple Prime Minister 
Theresa May if she tries to keep Britain 
in the EU’s tariff-free customs union, 
media reports said today, ahead of crucial 
Cabinet meetings over Britain’s future 
relationship with the European Union 
later this week.

According to UK media reports, 
Conservative party MPs in favour of 
a complete break from the EU have 
threatened to submit a “tsunami” of 
letters demanding a vote of no confi-
dence unless May backs their demand 
of a complete exit from the EU customs 
union.

“We do not wish to be in ‘a’ cus-
toms union, ‘the’ customs union or ‘an’ 
customs union, said Jacob Rees-Mogg, 
among the most outspoken pro-Brexit 
Tory MPs and tipped for a key Cabinet 
role in the event of May’s forced exit.

Under a plan reportedly drawn up by 
civil servants, the UK could keep trading 
goods tariff-free with the EU and negoti-
ate separate trade deals on services with 
non-EU countries like India.

However, Brexiteers insist they want 
to be able to do free trade deals on goods 
as well as services with the rest of the 
world. 

According to ‘The Sunday Times’, 
UK foreign secretary Boris Johnson 
has been approached to lead a coup 
by creating a team of so-called “Three 
Brexiteers” with him as Prime Minister, 
environment secretary Michael Gove 
as his deputy and Rees-Mogg as Chan-
cellor.

Senior figures inside the Tory party 
have indicated that a poor performance 
in local elections scheduled in London 
for May this year could trigger a definitive 
no-confidence vote.

“If people could wave a magic wand 
tomorrow, she (May) would be gone... 
if we get wiped out in London, then 
more will say things cannot get any bet-
ter under her, an ex-minister told the 
‘Guardian’.

A formal vote of no confidence in 
May can be held if Sir Graham Brady, the 
chairman of the Tory backbench 1922 
Committee, receives letters from 48 MPs 
demanding a contest.

He alone knows exactly how many let-
ters have been submitted so far.

Meanwhile, another senior Con-
servative Party MP and staunch Brexiteer, 
Bernard Jenkin, wrote in ‘The Sunday 
Telegraph’ that the Cabinet was “vague 
and divided” over Brexit and must get its 
act together.

“If ministers are vague or divided, 
life for officials becomes impossible, as 
we can see now. Ministerial collective 
responsibility really matters. If the prime 
minister sticks to one policy and the 
Chancellor keeps advocating another, 
what are officials meant to do,” he ques-
tioned.

UK Chancellor Philip Hammond had 
recently suggested that the UK s relation-
ship with the EU would change “very 
modestly” after Brexit. A stand that was 
roundly criticised by those in favour of a 
hard Brexit and a complete break from the 
economic bloc. 

May will chair two meetings of the 
Cabinet s Brexit sub- committee on 
Wednesday and Thursday, hoping to 
reach an accord and agreement between 
her warring ministers about the nature of 
the future trade deal Britain will seek from 
Brussels. She faces a tough task balanc-
ing both sides of the hard Brexit divide 
and asserting her authority to lead the 
government. 

Colombo, Feb. 4 (PTI): President Maithri-
pala Sirisena today vowed to fight against 
corruption which he said has an adverse 
impact on Sri Lanka’s economy as the 
country celebrated its 70th Independ-
ence Day. Britain’s Prince Edward, the 
youngest son of Queen Elizabeth II, was 
the chief guest at the 70th Independence 
Day celebrations.

This is the first time that Queen Eliza-
beth’s son other than Prince Charles has 
visited Sri Lanka. Charles was the chief 
guest at the 50th Independence Day 
celebrations in 1998 and later made two 
separate trips to the island nation.

The ongoing local election campaign 
had its effect on the celebrations as 
Sirisena in his speech chose to deal with 
his anti-corruption drive in his address 
to the nation.

Sirisena in the recent weeks has taken 
Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe’s 
United National Party (UNP) to task while 
campaigning for the February 10 local 
council election. He has openly criticised 
the UNP for corruption, an allegation 
stemming mainly from the report of a 
probe he ordered on a scam connected 
to the issuance of bonds by the Sri Lanka 
Central Bank.

Sirisena said “patriotism has a new 
definition which is financial discipline”, in 
an obvious reference to his local election 
campaign theme.

He said that corruption has become 
one of the main impediments to the 
progress towards prosperity, which is the 
aspiration of all citizens.

He said bribery, corruption, fraud and 
malpractices are having the most adverse 
impact on the economic independence of 
the country and all the politicians should 
fulfil their duties in an exemplary manner.

The president said that there were 
adverse repercussions due to the imple-
mentation of personal agendas in devel-
opment strategies.

He also paid tribute to the members 

of security forces who made immense 
sacrifices to defeat the LTTE.

When the LTTE terrorists attempted 
to break our country, our Army, Navy, Air 
Force, Police and Civil Defence Services 
made sacrifices, their lives and limbs and 
being handicapped, even denying their 
children and families a proper family 
life, suffering many such painful experi-
ences on behalf of the future of the nation, 
freedom of the nation and unity and the 
territorial integrity, he said.

He pointed out the need for commu-
nal harmony among the Sinhala, Tamil, 
Muslim and Burgher communities to 
build the nation.

Pointing out the right of the people to 
live as equal citizens, the president said 
the fullest commitment and support of 
every section was essential to achieve true 
reconciliation.

Wickremesinghe s appointee for the 
Central Bank governor, Arjuna Mahen-
dran, and his son-in-law were named 
as suspects in the Central Bank bond 
scam this week, following the release of a 
Sirisena presidential probe which found 
irregularities in the bond issues of 2015 
and 2016.

Sirisena on election platform has 
been attacking the UNP for its protection 
of the corrupt in order to hamper UNP s 
chances of winning the local poll which 
will be held to elect bodies for 341 coun-
cils in the island.’ 

Sirisena was backed by the UNP in 
the presidential election of 2015 against 
Rajapaksa. This resulted him from being 
sacked from the SLFP by Rajapaksa.

In another development just a few 
hours before Sirisena could address the 
nation, police arrested Mahendran’s 
son-in- law and his central bank primary 
dealer firm’s CEO in connection with the 
bond issue case.

The ceremony was also noted for the 
non-presence of the main Tamil party, 
Tamil National Alliance (TNA).

Washington, Feb. 4 (IANS): 
At least two persons were 
killed and 70 injured after 
an Amtrak passenger train 
collided with a freight train 
in South Carolina early on 
Sunday, officials said.

Authorities confirmed 
that the two deaths oc-
curred in the Amtrak train, 
not the freight train run by 
the CSX.

A spokesman for the 
South Carolina Emergency 
Management Division said 
that injuries ranged from 
minor cuts to broken bones, 
Xinhua news agency re-
ported.

Amtrak said in a state-
ment that its passenger 
train, operating between 
New York and Miami, came 
in contact with a CSX freight 
train around 2.35 a.m. in 
Cayce, South Carolina.

“The lead engine de-
railed, as well as some pas-
senger cars,” the statement 
said, adding: “There were 
eight crew members and 
approximately 139 passen-
gers, with injuries reported.”

The CSX confirmed the 
collision in the statement. 
No immediate information 
is available about the CSX 
train.

The Lexington County 
Sheriff’s Department tweet-
ed that the collision and 
derailment occurred near 
Charleston Highway and 
Pine Ridge Road.

The injured were in 
hospitals as emergency re-
sponders and police were 
working on the scene. 

The National Transpor-
tation Safety Board said it 
has launched an investiga-
tion into the collusion.

Pyongyang, Feb. 4 (IANS): 
North Korea on Sunday 
denounced the State of 
the Union address by US 
President Donald Trump 
as “an omen of new disas-
ter”, after Trump described 
Pyongyang as an adver-
sary in the address.

The whole world is see-
ing “an omen of new dis-
aster” in Trump’s address 
which asserted “American 
first” and “unmatched 

power” based on nuclear 
arms forcing other coun-
tries to submit to the “US 
chauvinistic interest”, a 
spokesman for the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs was 
quoted by the official Ko-
rean Central News Agency 
as saying.

The spokesman also 
accused Trump of “insist-
ing upon ‘maximum pres-
sure’ against North Korea” 
and “viciously slandering” 

the country.
Trump said in his 

State of the Union ad-
dress last week that the 
US government is “wag-
ing a campaign of maxi-
mum pressure” to prevent 
Pyongyang’s pursuit of nu-
clear missiles from threat-
ening the US homeland.

Tension between the 
two countries has esca-
lated since Trump took 
office last year.

Beijing, Feb. 4 (PTI): Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping 
today said he pays “high 
attention” to strengthen-
ing strategic ties with Sri 
Lanka, as Beijing beefed 
up plans to build a Mari-
time Silk Road project in 
India’s backyard -- the In-
dian Ocean.

In a message to con-
gratulate Sri Lanka on its 
70th anniversary of In-
dependence from British 
rule, Xi told his counter-
part Maithripala Sirisena 
that China is willing to 
work with it for better de-
velopment of strategic co-
operative partnership be-
tween the two countries.

“I pay high attention to 
the development of Chi-
na-Sri Lanka relations, and 
I am willing to make con-
certed efforts with Presi-
dent Sirisena to push the 
China-Sri Lanka strategic 
cooperative partnership 
of sincere mutual assist-
ance and long-standing 
friendship to keep achiev-
ing greater development 
in the better interest of 
the two countries and its 
people,” he said.

Xi also said that Chi-
na and Sri Lanka have 
achieved “fruitful results” 
by their display of “prag-
matic cooperation” within 
the framework of the joint 
construction of the Silk 
Road Economic Belt and 
the 21st Century Maritime 
Silk Road (MSR).

India has expressed 
reservations over MSR as 

it has security implications 
for it in Indian Ocean. MSR 
is part of the Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI).

Proposed by China in 
2013, the BRI aims to build 
trade and infrastructure 
networks connecting Asia 
with Europe and Africa 
based on ancient land and 
maritime trade routes en-
hancing China’s global 
influence. Chinese Pre-
mier Li Keqiang too con-
gratulated his Sri Lankan 
counterpart Ranil Wickra-
masinghe on the occasion.

Within the framework 
of the initiative on con-
struction of the Silk Road 
Economic Belt and the 
MSR, China wishes to con-
solidate the traditional 
friendship with Sri Lanka, 
strengthen mutual politi-
cal trust, deepen practical 
cooperation and push bi-
lateral relations to a new 
level, he said in the mes-
sage.

China has invested 
over USD eight billion in 
Sri Lanka over the years for 
various projects, including 
Hambantota port which 
it acquired on 99 years 
lease as a debt swap. It is 
also building the Colombo 
port city project, where Sri 
Lanka plans to establish 
an international financial 
city. China is in the process 
of firming up its presence 
in the Indian Ocean with 
a string of ports which 
included Hambantota and 
Djibouti in the Horn of 
Africa.

Lagos, Feb. 4 (IANS): The Nige-
rian Army has completely de-
feated the Boko Haram insur-
gents in the restive northeast 
parts of the country, said Maj 
Gen Rogers Nicholas, head of 
a military operation.

Nicholas, the Theatre 
Commander, Operation Lafiya 
Dole, said this late on Saturday 
during the inauguration of the 
Nigeria-Cameroon Military 
Joint Mission in Maiduguri, 
capital of Borno State, Xinhua 
news agency reported.

He said the collaboration 
between the two militaries 
was critical to the successful 
completion of the counter-
insurgency campaign.

“We share information 
and intelligence to enable us 
to map out strategies to fight 
Boko Haram insurgents in our 
common borders,” he said.

Troops under the opera-
tion DEEP PUNCH II had on 
Friday dislodged and occu-
pied the insurgents’ tactical 
ground “Camp Zairo,” the 

military chief said, adding 
that hundreds of insurgents 
had surrendered and sev-
eral others fled their enclave 
while over 100 civilians were 
rescued.

“My soldiers are in the 
heart of Boko Haram enclave 
that is ‘Camp Zairo,’ the gallant 
troops have taken total control 
of Sambisa Forest.

“We have broken the heart 
and soul of Shekau’s group, 
taking over the camp and its 
environs.

“They are on the run and 
we are pursuing them to wher-
ever they go. This time around 
there is no place for escape 
anywhere,” the commander 
said.

The military chief called 
on the insurgents and ab-
ducted persons in the bush 
to come out and surrender 
to the troops, stressing that 
they would not be harmed 
or killed.

He revealed that  the 
troops had destroyed the in-

surgents’ hideouts, vehicles 
and ammunition, while hun-
dreds of insurgents surren-
dered and over 100 civilians 
were rescued.

According to him, the 
command would profile the 
rescued persons for rehabilita-
tion and de-radicalisation for 
reintegration into society.

While handing over 82 
rescued persons to the Borno 
State Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (SEMA) in Maid-
uguri, the military chief called 
on persons in Boko Haram 
captivity to submit themselves 
to the troops.

“People need to be vigilant 
in their localities, if you see 
any suspected persons, report 
to the military or security 
agents.

“As I speak to you now 
many of them have surren-
dered and many more will 
surrender to the troops. The 
most important thing is that 
we are treating these people 
very humanely because they 

are Nigerians,” the military 
chief told his audience.

Meanwhile, Rabi Abu-
Yasir, wife of Boko Haram’s 
chief physician, on Saturday 
surrendered to the troops of 
Operation Lafiya Dole in the 
ongoing clearance operation 
to rout out the remnants of the 
insurgents.

Rabi told newsmen that 
her husband was the medi-
cal doctor to the insurgents’ 
leader, Abubakar Shekau.

She said she was rescued 
on Friday after the troops 
dislodged the insurgents’ en-
claves in Sambisa Forest.

Recounting her ordeal, 
Rabi said unlike her peers, 
she enjoyed preferential treat-
ment and privileges in view of 
her position as a wife to the 
physician. 

Rabi lauded the military 
for the rescue operation and 
called on the abducted per-
sons still in the bush to come 
out and surrender to the 
troops.

Kinshasa, Feb. 4 (IANS): At least 26 
people have been killed in inter-ethnic 
fighting in Congo, according to security 
sources.

The sources said the fighting on 
Saturday involved members of the 
Hema and Lendu community in Ituri 
province, where a Hema village located 
a few kilometers from the city of Bunia 
was attacked, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

Sources from the provincial govern-
ment of Ituri also confirmed the incident, 
saying that some villagers were killed 
and several houses were burned during 
the attack.

Police and soldiers were dispatched 
to the spot to prevent the spread of 
violence, which followed days of tension 
between the two ethnic communities in 
the region.

The conflict between Hema and 
Lendu have made it difficult for the two 
communities to coexist for several years 
in the province of Ituri. Between 2001 
and 2006, at least 60,000 people died in 
clashes between the two in Ituri.

Maldives crisis deepens as 
court orders Yameen to comply

Pro-Brexit MPs plotting to 
replace Theresa May — Reports

Local politics overshadow 
Lanka’s I-Day celebrations

Two dead, 70 injured as trains collide in US

N. Korea denounces Trump’s 
State of the Union address

Xi says improving China-Lanka 
ties have his ‘high attention’

Nigeria claims complete victory over Boko Haram26 killed in inter-ethnic 
fighting in Congo

AP/PTI

Authorities investigate the scene of a fatal Amtrak train crash in Cayce, South Carolina, Sunday, Feb. 4, 
2018. At least two were killed and dozens injured. 
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Singer Peter Andre always wanted to launch a Hollywood career in his forties. “I leave 
in March to start filming two movies in LA. I can’t tell you any more, which is a bit of a 
nightmare, but I’m so excited. I always said I wanted to go into movies in my forties - it was 
always my dream. So whatever happens, I’m filming in LA - as if I could ask for anything 
more,” Andre told Heat magazine. The star, 44, has not been honing his craft in advance 
but he’s confident in his abilities because he always did well in drama class at school, 
reports femalefirst.co.uk. Asked if he’s been honing his skills, he said: “Not really. I’ve done 
read-throughs, but I’m going to speak to people because I want to be really good. The thing 
is, I grew up acting at school and I was one of the highest achievers, I got an A+. “Funnily 
enough, I failed at music, I was terrible at it at school. Then again, I always remind myself  
that Elvis, the King of Rock n’ Roll, also failed music - he got an F, so I’m in good com-
pany there.” (IANS)

Peter Andre aspired to act in forties

‘The Shape of Water’ 
wins at DGA Awards

Weinstein considers legal action against Uma

F
ilmmaker Guillermo del Toro 
has won the Directors Guild 
of Americas (DGA) top feature 
award for the fantasy drama 
“The Shape of Water”, which 

is about love between a mute cleaning 
woman and a captured aquatic crea-
ture.

He won the award here on Saturday 
over Greta Gerwig (“Lady Bird”), Martin 
McDonagh (Three Billboards Outside 
Ebbing, Missouri”), Christopher Nolan 
(“Dunkirk”) and Jordan Peele (“Get 
Out”), reports variety.com.

“Inclusion is necessary if for no 
other reason than we’re not hearing all 
the stories that need to be heard,” he 
said in his acceptance speech.

The DGA Award -- which honours 
outstanding achievement in directing 
for film and television -- is one of the 
top indicators of Oscar sentiment, with 
all but seven of the DGA winners since 
1948 going on to take the Best Director 

Oscar.
“The Handmaid’s Tale,” “Veep” 

and “Big Little Lies” won the major 
TV awards. Reed Morano won for top 
drama series for the “Offred” episode of 
“The Handmaid’s Tale”.

Jean-Marc Vallee won the award for 
movies for television and mini-series 
award for “Big Little Lies”, while “Veep” 
took the best comedy series award for 
the “Chiclet” episode directed by Beth 
McCarthy-Miller.

At the gala, DGA President Thomas 
Schlamme emphasized the guild’s com-
mitment to opposing sexual harass-
ment.

“This is not just a fight by women for 
women. They didn’t create this prob-
lem. It’s a fight for everyone for a better 
world for everyone. What’s clear is our 
decades-long fight to ensure the inclu-
sion of women and people of colour in 
the director’s chair,” he said.

IANS

Actress Uma 
Thurman has 
joined the list 
of women who 

have accused producer 
Harvey Weinstein of sexual 
abuse.

Thurman had last year 
said she has lots to say 
regarding the controversy, 
but wanted to wait till she 
feels “less angry”. Now, she 
has come out about in a 
New York Times article.

The actress, who has 
worked with Weinstein 
on films like the “Kill Bill” 
franchise and “Pulp Fic-
tion”, said the first “attack” 
happened at Weinstein’s 
suite at the Savoy Hotel in 
London.

“It was such a bat to 
the head. He pushed me 
down. He tried to shove 
himself on me. He tried to 
expose himself. He did all 
kinds of unpleasant things. 
But he didn’t actually put 
his back into it and force 
me. You’re like an animal 
wriggling away, like a liz-
ard. I was doing anything I 
could to get the train back 
on the track. My track. Not 
his track,” Thurman said.

She says he later 
tried to apologise with 
a “26-inch-wide vulgar 
bunch of roses”.

“They were yellow. And 
I opened the note like it 
was a soiled diaper and it 
just said, ‘You have great 
instincts’.”

Weinstein, through 
a representative, has ac-
knowledged making a pass 
at Thurman, but said he 
immediately apologized.

IANS

T
he disgraced movie 
mogul has slammed 
the 47-year-old actress’ 
claims he made sexual 
advance towards her 

in a Parisian hotel room, before 
attacking her in London, insisting 

she has made “false accusations” 
against him.

His lawyers issued a statement fol-
lowing Uma’s interview in the New York 
Times newspaper, in which she laid bare 
her alleged ordeal, which read: “Ben 
Brafman, Mr Weinstein’s attorney said 
that Harvey is stunned and saddened by 
what he claims to be false accusations 
by Uma Thurman, someone he has 
worked closely with for more than two 
decades. 

“Mr Weinstein acknowledges mak-
ing an awkward pass at Ms Thurman 25 
years ago which he regrets and immedi-
ately apologized for.

“Why Ms. Thurman would wait 25 
years to publicly discuss this incident 
and why according to Weinstein, she 
would embellish what really happened 
to include false accusations of at-
tempted physical assault is a mystery to 
Weinstein and his attorneys.

“Ms Thurman’s statements to the 
Times are being carefully examined 
and investigated before decid-
ing whether any legal action 
against her would be ap-
propriate.”

The 65-year-old pro-
ducer - who is believed to 
still be receiving treat-
ment in an Arizona clinic 
- insisted he always had 
a strong friendship with 
the ‘Kill Bill’ star and feels 
“saddened and puzzled” 
that she’s spoken out 
about the alleged past 
altercation.

His legal team also 
claimed that the fact there 
are a “number of images” of 
Weinstein and Uma together 
over the years should prove 
the fact there wasn’t a problem 
between them.

Another statement read: “We 
have pulled a number of images that 
demonstrate the strong relationship Mr. 
Weinstein and Ms. Thurman had had 
over the years and we wish the New York 
Times would have published them.

“Mr. Weinstein acknowledges mak-
ing an awkward pass 25 years ago at Ms. 
Thurman in England after misreading 

her signals, after a flirtatious exchange 
in Paris, for which he immediately 
apologised and deeply regrets. How-
ever, her claims about being physically 
assaulted are untrue. And this is the first 
time we have heard those details.

“There was no physical contact dur-
ing Mr. Weinstein’s awkward pass and 
Mr. Weinstein is saddened and puzzled 
as to ‘why’ Ms. Thurman, someone he 
considers a colleague and a friend, wait-
ed 25 years to make these allegations 
public, noting that he and Ms. Thurman 
have shared a very close and mutually 
beneficial working relationship where 
they have made several very successful 
film projects together.

In her interview, the ‘Pulp Fiction’ 
star recalled how Weinstein did “all 
kinds of unpleasant things” as he alleg-
edly tried to force himself on her.

She said: “It was such a bat to the 
head. He pushed me down. He tried to 
shove himself on me. He tried to expose 
himself. He did all kinds of unpleasant 
things. But he didn’t actually put his 
back into it and force me. You’re like an 
animal wriggling away, like a lizard. I 
was doing anything I could to get the 
train back on the track. My track. Not 
his track.”  Uma told the publication 

that she later confronted 
Harvey in a hotel 

about the encoun-
ter, leading to 

an incident 
which she 
cannot fully 

remember.
Fema-
lefirst.
co.uk

T
he 49-year-old 
singer was dev-
astated when 
René Angélil 
- the father of 

her sons Rene-Charles, 
17, and seven-year-old 
twins Nelson and Eddy 
- died of cancer in 2016 
but she’s come up with 
ways to feel like he is still 
a part of her life, includ-
ing a bronze replica of his 
hand that she keeps in 
her dressing room.

She told Australia’s 
Stellar magazine: “I shake 
my husband’s hand and 
knock on wood with him 
every night before every 
show.

“Even after he’s gone, 
I still talk to him. I’m try-
ing to prove to him every 
day I’m fine. Our kids are 

growing, we feel strong. 
We’re good.”

The ‘My Heart Will Go 
On’ singer also revealed 

the seat Rene used to 
sit in at every one of 
her shows is still at the 
back of the sound stage 
at each of her concerts, 
suggesting he sat in the 
same position at all of her 
gigs to ensure everything 
ran smoothly. Despite 
her heartbreak, Celine is 
feeling “sexy” again after 
embracing her passion 
for fashion.

She said “I’ve always 
loved fashion, but I 
thought after turning 30 
or 40 if it’s not happening 
with me and fashion, it’s 
never going to happen.

“Well guess what? It’s 
happening! It’s never too 

late to feel good about 
yourself, never too late to 
be presented as a best-
dressed woman.

“It’s fun, it makes you 
feel really sexy and there’s 
no age limit on that.”

The ‘Think Twice’ 
hitmaker turns 50 next 
month but isn’t planning 
a lavish celebration.

She said of her plans: 
“I’m going to make my 
birthday with my chil-
dren; maybe go bowling, 
or go to the movies, or sit 
in bed watching the Dis-
ney Channel... I’ll have 
my birthday my way, on a 
day off.”

Femalefirst.co.uk

A
ctress Catherine 
Zeta-Jones says 
she felt like she 
had lost her de-
sire to act until 

she started shooting for 
her latest movie “Cocaine 
Godmother”.

“I just loved turning 
up to work every day. And 
I have to say, that’s not 
necessarily always the 
case. For a few years there, 
I lost my mojo in what this 
was about. I love being a 
mother, I love being a wife. 
I have a very nice career 
behind me,” Zeta-Jones 
told OK! magazine.

“If I’m out and in it, I 
like to be really knee deep 
in it and invest the time, 
the energy and creativ-
ity and enjoy it. I wasn’t 
seeing any scripts that 
would even come close to 

me feeling like that,” she 
added.

She also said to hav-
ing a lot of “insecurities” 
but she tries to teach her 
daughter to be strong and 
confident, reports female-
first.co.uk.

She said: “I try to instil 
in my daughter, and in 
myself, a sense of strength 
and power, you stick by 
your word. But of course 
there are vulnerabilities. 
There are insecurities like 
every woman. 

“I’m a working mother, 
I have all those insecuri-
ties. And I think that com-
ing from where I came 
from in Wales, it takes a 
certain kind of resilience 
to be able to take the 
knocks and keep battling 
through.”

IANS

S
inger Rita Ora says she went 
through a “rollercoaster of 
emotions” due to the legal 
battle with her former label 
Roc Nation.

It’s been years since the release of 
Ora’s 2012 debut album “Ora”. While 
the singer has kept herself in the pub-
lic eye through roles on “The X Factor”, 
“The Voice UK”, “America’s Next Top 
Model”, and the “Fifty Shades of Grey 
series”, it’s only been in the past six 
months that fans have started getting 
new singles.

“I had a bit of an issue, publicly, 
with putting out music which got me 
really, really, kind of devastated, and I 
was really down, and then I was really 
angry, and then I was really frustrated, 
and then I was really happy that it was 
happening,” billboard.com quoted Ora 
as saying. 

The “Anywhere” hitmaker added: 
“It was all these emotions, so my 
album is definitely a rollercoaster of 
emotions ... I’m still crazy, like, I still 

love to go out and party. Everyone who 
knows me knows that I love to have a 
good time, but I wanted this album to 
also be (something) you could put on 
and vibe with your friends. There’s a lot 
of ups and downs, but I’m very, very 
proud of it.”

She also said that she is excited for 
what 2018 will bring for her with her 
music.

IANS

A
ctor Sushmita Sen says 
she has lots of aspirations 
like a 12-year-old child 
and one of the things 
that tops her long list is 

doing a movie with which she can 
“take a bow”.

Sen, who was last seen in the 
acclaimed 2015 Bengali film “Nir-
baak” (Speechless), said she owes 
it to her fans who continue to 
shower her with love and admira-
tion.

“I have many things to do. I 
have to do a film with which I can 
take a bow. I would like to give 
back all the love...

“I owe it to the people who love 
me. It doesn’t matter if they are 
five or five thousand. I have to do 
a film for them and make sure that 
it’s a huge hit. I’m taking my time 
but I’ll do it,” Sen told the report-
ers here.

“I want to learn skiing and 
parallel bar gymnastics. I want to 
go back to diving,” she added.

The actor was talking on the 

sidelines of the ongoing Lakme 
Fashion Week Summer/Resort 
2018.

She said she feels blessed to be 
still asked about her next film, as 
there is a norm that the career of 
an actor is over “when they reach a 
certain age”.

“(The people say) That we 
have seen enough of them, they 
are past their screen age, etc. I’m 
one of those blessed people who 
are asked even today, when are 
you going to feature in a film,” she 
said.

The former Miss Universe 
turned the showstopper for de-
signer couple Muzaffar Ali and his 
wife Meera Ali’s collection ‘Saman-
zar - A Garden of Flowers’, under 
their label Kotwara.

Sen, who was dressed in a sil-
ver lehenga and choli with a sheer 
dupatta on her head with work in 
green, said she “felt like a princess 
and a bride” in the ensemble.

The collection by “Umrao 
Jaan” filmmaker Ali and his wife 
showcased innovated forms of 
Chikankari, Zardozi, Aari and 
Muqqaish, including the creation 
of silhouettes, with fine muslin, 
sheer chiffons that blend with 
velvet and brocade. 

The LFW ends on Sunday.
PTI

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

11 am, 2 pm, 8 pm: 
Padmaavat (Hindi)

5 pm: Maze Runner: 
The Death Cure

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Uma Thurman accuses Harvey 
Weinstein of sexual misconduct

Celine Dion has replica of husband’s hand

When Zeta-Jones lost her ‘acting mojo’ Rita Ora was frustrated with legal battle

Aspire to do a film with which I can take a bow — Sushmita
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Wikie had been previously trained to imitate its trainer’s actions on 
command, and Jose Abramson wanted to see if she could also imitate 
sounds.
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Mirror Crossword 1725         sud0ku 1565
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1724

ACRoss
1. Humanitarian _____ Barton
6. Water vessel
10. Treat with disdain
14. Gun
15. Pertaining to India
16. Title of nobility
17. Winged
18. Agreement
19. Bumpkin
20. Long term assets
22. Blackest parts of shadows
24. Large feline
25. Tally again
26. Clerical room
29. Unpleasantly damp
30. Singer/dancer ____ Falana
31. Tavern workers
37. Latin for “Sharpened”
39. Away from the wind
40. Actor _____ Flynn
41. Spun filaments of glass
44. Ancient German earth goddess
45. 500 sheets of paper
46. Overlapping metal plates of armor
48. The “Mother country”
52. Large convex semicircular 

moldings
53. Passes on
54. Gem polisher
58. Affirm
59. Balls or pellets of ice
61. Uninterrupted transition
62. Hill of sand
63. ____ Boleyn, wife of Henry VIII
64. Bowel flusher
65. Observes
66. Saturdays (abbrev.)

67. Stairs 
DoWn
1. Clothed or covered
2. Doozy
3. Food thickener
4. Tit for tat
5. Middle-eastern language
6. Senator from Delaware Joseph 

____ Jr.
7. Singles or units
8. Government computer language
9. Colorless flammable liquid used 

as a solvent
10. _____-Croatian
11. Pacific island nation
12. Pertaining to cities 

13. Annointed or favored
21. German-American biologist 

Jacques ____
23. “Little Debbie” cake 

manufacturer
25. Garden tools
26. King of Norway
27. Points of focus
28. “Mess up”
29. Nightly vision
32. “Hello Muddah” singer _____ 

Sherman
33. Leader of the US
34. Goes astray
35. Transported by horse or vehicle
36. Thin narrow strip

38. Deck in finery 
42. Japanese girls trained to 

provide entertainment
43. Cease
47. Ascends
48. Tapered nails with small heads
49. Sketches, songs and dances
50. Variant of “Eileen”
51. Empty weights
52. Stories
54. Fluff
55. US writer James ____ (1909-

1955)
56. Tail end
57. Affirmatives
60. Collection of anecdotes

solutions to suD0ku 1564

Newly rediscovered IMAGE probe 
was a discovery machine — NAsA

Rare 200 million-year-old fossil discovered

International students asked to solve Taj Mahal’s yellowing

Researchers show mind-reading 
equipment nearing reality

Meet Wikie, the killer whale 
that can say ‘hello’ just like us

Cosmonauts break record of 
longest Russian spacewalk

Ordered dwarf galaxies defy dark 
matter-based cosmology model

Washington, Feb. 4 (IANS): While 
NASA continues to learn about 
the state of its newly rediscovered 
IMAGE mission, the US space 
agency has said that the space-
craft proved to be a “discovery” 
machine and during nearly six 
years in operation, it provided 
robust research about the space 
around Earth.

The data collected during its 
years of operation led to some 
40 new discoveries about Earth’s 
magnetosphere and plasma-
sphere, NASA said on Friday.

“IMAGE was a discovery ma-
chine and a seminal mission that 
gave us a broader perspective on 
Earth’s environment and its ever-
changing magnetosphere,” said 
Jim Green, Director of Planetary 
Science at NASA Headquarters in 
Washington, who worked as a co-
investigator and Deputy Project 
Scientist for IMAGE. 

On January 20, 2018, amateur 
astronomer Scott Tilley detected 
an unexpected signal coming 
from what he later postulated was 

NASA’s long-lost IMAGE satellite, 
which had not been in contact 
since 2005. 

On January 30, NASA con-
firmed that the signal was indeed 
from the IMAGE space-
craft. 

N A S A 
launched the 
Imager for 
M a g n e t o -
pause-to-
A u r o r a 
Global Ex-
ploration, 
o r  I M -
AGE, mis-
s i o n ,  o n 
March 25, 2000.

It was the 
first mission to 
use neutral atom, photon 
and radio imaging techniques to 
produce large-scale, simultane-
ous measurements of the charged 
particles that exist in near-Earth 
space -- namely in our magneto-
sphere, the magnetic fields that 
surround our planet, and its inner 

bubble of cold material called the 
plasmasphere.

Originally designed as a two-
year mission, IMAGE was ap-
proved twice to continue its op-

erations. 
B u t w h e n  t h e 

spacecraft 
u n e x p e c t -

edly failed to 
make contact 

on a routine pass 
on December18, 
2005, its prom-
i s i n g  t e n u r e 
seemed to be cut 

short.
Investigations 

into possible causes 
of failure suggested that 

the transmitter controller 
power source was tripped, pos-
sibly by an incoming high-energy 
cosmic ray or radiation belt par-
ticle.

It was hypothesised that pass-
ing through a dramatic change 
in energy -- such as what hap-
pens when a spacecraft experi-

ences total darkness during an 
eclipse -- could potentially reset 
the spacecraft. 

But after a 2007 eclipse failed 
to induce a reboot, the mission 
was declared over.

Before that, however, IMAGE 
was a powerhouse, NASA said.

Many of the discoveries that it 
had made had their basis in ener-
getic neutral atom, or ENA, imag-
ing, a novel technique pioneered 
by IMAGE to render the invisible 
visible.

In combination with ENA 
instruments, IMAGE also used 
ultraviolet and radio imaging 
techniques that together led to 
many of IMAGE’s most notable 
accomplishments. 

Among them is the confirma-
tion of the plasmaspheric plume, 
a region of plasma particles that 
flow backwards toward the Sun on 
Earth’s dayside. 

Such a backflow had been 
predicted by models, but never 
directly observed by spacecraft, 
NASA said.

Washington, Feb. 4 (IANS): With a spacewalk 
lasting eight hours and 13 minutes, two cos-
monauts have broken the previous record for 
longest Russian spacewalk of eight hours and 
seven minutes. To upgrade a high gain antenna 
system, Expedition 54 Commander Alexander 
Misurkin and Flight Engineer Anton Shkaplerov 
of the Russian space agency Roscosmos began 
the spacewalk from the International Space 
Station (ISS) at 10.34 am EST on Friday (9.04 pm 
Friday India time) and completed it at 6.47 pm 
EST (5.17 am Saturday India time).

During the record-breaking spacewalk, the 
duo installed a new electronics and telemetry 
box for an antenna on the Zvezda service mod-
ule to enhance communications between Rus-
sian flight controllers and the Russian modules, 
NASA scientists wrote in a blog post. 

The antenna system appears to be working 
normally, the blog post said. 

It was the 207th spacewalk in support of 
International Space Station assembly and main-
tenance, the fourth in Misurkin’s career, and the 
second for Shkaplerov. 

London, Feb. 4 (IANS): Deepening the 
mystery around dark matter, new re-
search has found that the small satellite 
dwarf galaxies orbiting around the much 
larger galaxy Centaurus A are rotating in 
synchrony around their host.

These observations do not fit with 
the standard model of cosmology that 
assumes the existence of dark matter, 
said the study published in the journal 
Science.

Simulations based on standard cos-
mology predict that fewer than one per 
cent of satellite systems should exhibit 
this synchronous behaviour. 

Because our own Milky Way and the 
neighbouring Andromeda Galaxy also 
have similar arrangements of coherently 
orbiting satellite galaxies, new findings 
suggest that standard cosmological simu-
lations may be wrong. 

Current theories of galaxy forma-
tion, based on standard cosmological 
ingredients such as dark matter, predict 
that small dwarf satellite galaxies should 
orbit in random positions and directions 

around their closest large galaxy.
For the study, researchers led by Oliver 

Muller from the University of Basel in 
Switzerland analysed the movement of 
satellite dwarf galaxies around Centaurus 
A, a galaxy around 13 million light years 
away. 

The researchers were able to show 
that 14 of the 16 satellite galaxies follow 
the same pattern of movement and are 
likely rotating within the plane around 
the main galaxy.

According to model simulations with 
dark matter, however, only half a per cent 
of satellite systems in the local universe at 
most should behave this way.

“Coherent movement seems to be a 
universal phenomenon that demands 
new explanations,” said Muller. 

The astronomical observations chal-
lenge the simulations. The researchers 
said that the possibility of coincidence 
can be ruled out, as this result -- already 
seen in the Milky Way and the Androm-
eda galaxy -- has now been detected a 
third time, in Centaurus A.

London, Feb. 4 (IANS): 
British paleontologists 
have discovered a rare 200 
million-year-old Ichthyo-
saur specimen from a pri-
vate collection 22 years af-
ter it was originally found. 
Ichthyosaurs were a type 
of sea-going reptile that 
lived during the time of the 
dinosaurs.

The new fossil belongs 
to a rare species of “sea 
reptile” known as Wahlis-
aurus massarae and is the 
second known specimen 
of the entire species.

In 2016, Dean Lomax 
palaeontologist at the Uni-
versity of Manchester had 
discovered Wahlisaurus 
massarae from the col-
lections of New Walk Mu-
seum and Art Gallery at 

Leicester.
He spotted several un-

usual features of the bones 
and determined that the 
features were unique. 

But some paleontolo-
gists questioned this and 
said it was just ‘variation’ 
of an existing species, Lo-
max noted.

Thus, collaborating 
with fossil collector Simon 
Carpenter, of Somerset, 
Lomax re-discovered a 
specimen of Wahlisaurus, 
originally collected in 1996 
from a quarry in northern 
Somerset. 

The specimen had an 
almost complete coracoid 
bone (part of the pectoral 
girdle) that has exactly the 
same unique features of 
the same bone in Wahlis-

aurus. 
The new discovery, 

published in the journal 
Geological Journal, is from 
a time known as the Tri-
assic-Jurassic boundary, 
right after a world-wide 
mass extinction. 

For these reasons, the 
team have been unable to 
determine exactly whether 
the Ichthyosaur was latest 
Triassic or earliest Juras-
sic in age, although it is 
roughly 200 million-year-
old. 

“When you have just 
one specimen, ‘varia-
tion’ can be called upon, 
but when you double the 
number of specimens you 
have it gives even more 
credibility to your re-
search,” Lomax said.

Moscow/Agra, Feb. 4 
(IANS): Finding a new 
and improved method 
of removing the yellow 
stains off the Taj Mahal 
may be devised in the 
coming days as univer-
sity students from India 
and elsewhere have been 
posed this problem at 
an international science 
contest underway in the 
Taj city.

The eighth Interna-
tional Natural Sciences 
Tournament (INST) of 
Russia is underway in 
Agra with India being 
represented by a team 
from the Mumbai Uni-
versity. Other teams and 
jury have come from Sin-
gapore, Russia, Switzer-
land, the Netherlands and 
Belarus.

The three-day com-
petition that started on 
Thursday requires stu-
dents to solve a dozen 

London, Feb. 4 (IANS): A 
killer whale, named Wikie, 
has learned to pronounce 
words like “hello,” “bye 
bye” and “one, two” after 
a brief period of training, 
according to a new study.

The 14-year-old fe-
male orca lives in a French 
aquarium with her three-
year-old calf, Xinhua news 
agency reported. 

Wikie learns so quickly 
that she copied the most 
testing sounds during the 
first 10 trials and three at 
the first attempt, said the 
study published in the 
journal Proceedings of the 
Royal Society B: Biological 
Sciences.

At first, the research 
team trained Wikie to 
mimic three familiar orca 
sounds made by her calf 
Moana.

Then she was trained 
to copy five sounds be-
longing to other orcas she 
had never heard before, 
including a sound resem-
bling a creaking door and 
blowing a raspberry.

Finally, Wikie was ex-

difficult problems in the 
spheres of medicine, biol-
ogy, physics, and chem-
istry. One of the prob-
lems is to propose a “new 
method” to remove the 
yellow pollution stains 
which have started to de-
velop on “the snow-white 
cupola and the upper part 

of the facade” of the 17th 
century monument.

“Our mission is to 
bring real-world problem 
solving skills to bright sci-
entists around the globe. 
We believe the science to 
be not only an interest-
ing subject to study, but a 
real tool to change things 

around us, to create new 
products and solve ecol-
ogy problems,” the tour-
nament’s founder Sergey 
Safonov said in a state-
ment. He said it was their 
belief that there is a lot of 
“under-evaluated talent-
ed students” in Asia, who 
should be helped to find 

New York, Feb. 4 (IANS): 
Researchers, including an 
Indian, carried out a study 
using equipment to read the 
minds of participants and 
find out what song they were 
listening to by decoding the 
signals sent by their brains to 
the machine.

The team of researchers 
from Brazil, India, Germany 
and Finland conducted the 
study at Brazil’s D’Or Institute 
for Research and Education 
and used a Magnetic Reso-
nance (MR) machine to read 
participants’ minds which 
displayed 85 per cent success.

The study, published in 
the journal Scientific Reports, 
contributed to the improve-
ment of the technique and 
paved the way for new re-
search on reconstruction of 

auditory imagination and 
inner speech. In the experi-
ment, six volunteers heard 
40 pieces of classical music, 
rock, pop, jazz and others. 

The neural fingerprint of 
each song on participants’ 
brain was captured by the MR 
machine while a computer 
was learning to identify the 
brain patterns elicited by 
each musical piece. 

Musical features such as 
tonality, dynamics, rhythm 
and timbre were taken into 
account by the computer.

The computer showed 
up to 85 per cent accuracy in 
identifying the correct song 
-- a great performance when 
compared with the previous 
studies. In the future, stud-
ies on brain decoding and 
machine learning will create 

possibilities of communica-
tion regardless of any kind of 
written or spoken language. 

“Machines will be able 
to translate our musical 
thoughts into songs,” said 
Sebastian Hoefle from D’Or 
Institute and Ph.D student 
from the Federal University of 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

In the future, Hoefle ex-
pects to find answers for 
questions like “what musical 
features make some peo-
ple love a song while others 
don’t? Is our brain adapted 
to prefer a specific kind of 
music”?

In the clinical domain, 
this technology could be used 
to enhance brain-computer 
interfaces in order to estab-
lish communication with 
locked-in syndrome patients.

their place in the science 
and industry. “That’s why 
we brought the tourna-
ment to India, a country 
with well-developed in-
dustry, especially in phar-
maceuticals,” he said.

The INST originated 
in Russia’s St. Petersburg, 
and its former partici-
pants launched many 
events in their cities on 
this model, covering top-
ics such as biology, medi-
cine, and engineering. 

According to the INST 
press service’s Dina Mo-
stovaya, the tournament 
movement in Russia “be-
came a gathering point for 
elite of science, medicine 
and engineering students, 
resulting in new careers 
for top students, scien-
tific collaboration...” and 
the organizers hope to 
help Indian universities 
to launch similar national 
events.

posed to a human making 
three of the orca sounds 
and six human voices, in-
cluding “hello,” “Amy,” “ah 
ha,” “one, two,” and “bye 
bye.”

Though the words 
are short and simple, the 
founding is “plausible”, 
said Josep Call, Profes-
sor at the University of St. 
Andrews in Scotland, and 
a co-author of the study.

“I think here we have 
the first evidence that kill-
er whales may be learning 
sounds by vocal imitation, 
and this is something that 

could be the basis of the 
dialects we observe in the 
wild,” said Call.

Whether the ability of 
mimicking sounds is spe-
cial to Wikie or can be 
found in all orcas needs 
further research on wild 
killer whales, the research-
er added.

Did Wikie know what 
the meaning of the human 
sounds she was copying 
was? Call said no.

“We have no evidence 
that they understand what 
their ‘hello’ stands for,” he 
said.  



India's Shubhankar Sharma poses with his trophy after winning the 
Maybank Championship golf tournament in Shah Alam, Malaysia on 
Sun. Feb. 4.

Real Madrid's French striker Karim Benzema (C) in action during the Spanish Primera Division soccer 
match against UD Levante at the Ciutat de Valencia stadium in Valencia, eastern Spain on Feb. 3.

Sanchez celebrates after scoring his first Man United goal.
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India badminton player P V Sindhu in action against Zhang 
Beiwen of USA in the women singles final match of the Yonex-
Sunrise India Open 2018 in New Delhi on Sunday.

PTI

India's bowler Yuzvendra Chahal, right, successfully appeals for LBW against South Africa's batsman JP Duminy, during the second One Day 
International cricket match between South Africa and India at the Centurion Park in Pretoria, South Africa on Sun. Feb. 4.

AP/PTI

India cruise to victory as Chahal 
puts South Africa in a spin

Sindhu finishes runner-up in India Open

Late equaliser costs Real Madrid two more points away to Levante

PyeongChang Winter Olympics village best ever — IOC

Boxing could face expulsion 
from Games, IOC warns

Sanchez scores as Man Utd defeat Huddersfield

Women are backbone of India, says Sachin

Sharma wins second European 
Tour title in Malaysia

pretoria, Feb. 4 (reuters): 
Leg-spinner Yuzvendra 
Chahal took career-best 
figures as India cruised to 
a thumping nine-wicket 
One-Day Internation-
al victory over a woeful 
South Africa on Sunday, 
though their moment of 
triumph was reduced to a 
farce by the umpires.

Aleem Dar and Adri-
an Holdstock stuck to 
the rules and called for 
a lunch break with the 
tourists needing just two 
runs for victory at Cen-

turion.
That ensured the final 

act was played out 40 
minutes later in front of 
a sparse crowd, a deci-
sion that left both teams 
bemused.

Chahal finished with 
5-22 in 8.2 overs, ripping 
through the middle-or-
der as India won the toss 
and skittled their hosts 
for 118, South Africa’s 
lowest total in home ODI 
matches.

India then reached 
the victory target in 20 

overs to humiliate their 
hosts.

After victory in the 
opening match of the six-
game series in Durban, 
India always looked in 
control of the chase as 
opener Shikhar Dhawan 
(51 not out from 56 balls) 
and captain Virat Kohli 
(46 not out from 50 balls) 
made light work of the 
home attack. The third 
match in the series will 
be played in Cape Town 
on Wednesday.

The decision to call 

for lunch with the game 
all but over will be the 
major talking point to 
come out of the match, 
but it should not over-
shadow what was a domi-
nant display from a high-
ly impressive Indian unit.

Left-arm spinner Kul-
deep Yadav also recorded 
his career-best figures of 
3-20 in six overs as South 
Africa slipped from 51 for 
one to lose their last nine 
wickets for 67 runs.

“The spinners were 
outstanding, it was a hard 

Madrid, Feb. 4 (IANS): 
Real Madrid dropped 
a further two points in 
their disappointing La 
Liga football campaign 
as they were held to a 2-2 
draw away to struggling 
Levante.

Real Madrid coach 
Zinedine Zidane had said 
his side still had a hope 
of the title despite kick-
ing off the weekend 19 
points behind FC Barce-
lona and Madrid opened 
the scoring in the 11th 
minute with a Sergio Ra-
mos header on Satur-
day, reports Xinhua news 
agency. 

Madrid were far from 
fluid however, and Le-
vante equalized before 
the break thanks to a 
smart finish from Em-
manuel Boateng, who 
slotted the ball home 
from outside the area.

pyeongchang (South 
Korea), Feb. 4 (reuters): 
Boxing could be knocked 
out of the next Olympic 
Games if the Internation-
al Olympic Committee 
is not satisfied with the 
sport’s finances and gov-
ernance problems are 
sorted out, IOC President 
Thomas Bach warned on 
Sunday.

S p e a k i n g  i n  P y -
eongchang ahead of next 
week’s Winter Olympics, 
Bach said the IOC was 
“extremely  worr ied” 
about how the sport was 
run and said the body was 
prepared to make bold 
decisions.

“The IOC reserves the 
right to review the in-
clusion of boxing in the 
programs of the Youth 

Olympics 2018 and To-
kyo 2020,” he told report-
ers, adding that the IOC 
would be freezing all 
contacts with the sport’s 
governing AIBA “exclud-
ing the ones on a working 
level necessary to imple-
ment the respective IOC 
decisions”.

AIBA was not imme-
diately available for com-
ment when contacted by 
Reuters.

Following a two-day 
Executive Board meeting 
in Pyeongchang, Bach 
said the IOC had not been 
satisfied with a report pre-
pared by AIBA, and that it 
would be opening an in-
vestigation into the body.

AIBA has been riv-
en with in-fighting for 
months, with former 

president CK Wu first pro-
visionally suspended and 
then stepping down last 
November after a bitter 
dispute with his executive 
committee.

AIBA named Uzbek 
Gafur Rahimov as its new 
Interim President last Sat-
urday, following the un-
expected resignation of 
Interim President Franco 
Falcinelli.

This is not the first 
time AIBA has had IOC 
funds blocked.

The Olympic ruling 
body withheld payment 
of more than $1 million 
of television rights from 
the Athens 2004 Olympics 
after a refereeing scandal 
at those Games.

The Winter Olympics 
runs from Feb. 9-25.

Ma n c h e s t e r,  Fe b. 4 
(IANS): Chilean forward 
Alexis Sanchez scored 
his first goal as a mem-
ber of Manchester Unit-
ed, which secured a 2-0 
home win over visiting 
Huddersfield Town in the 
26th round of the English 
Premier League.

The Red Devils, in 
second place with 56 
points, went scoreless 
in the first half at Old 
Trafford against a team 
buried in the 19th spot 
and struggling to avoid 
relegation, reports Efe. 

Looking to give his 
team an offensive spark, 
United head coach Jose 
Mo u r i n h o  s e n t  o u t 
Paul Pogba and Marcus 
Rashford after the in-
termission, and shortly 
afterward Belgian striker 
Romelu Lukaku gave the 
home side the lead in the 
55th minute.

Thirteen minutes lat-
er, Sanchez doubled that 
advantage by tallying 

New Delhi, Feb. 4 (ptI): 
Defending champion P V 
Sindhu suffered a narrow 
defeat in a pulsating final 
against American Beiwen 
Zhang to finish runner-up 
at the India Open Super 
300 badminton tourna-
ment, here today.

Playing her second 
tournament of the new 
season, Sindhu came ago-
nisingly close to clinching 
the title before losing 18-
21 21-11 20-22 to Zhang in 
the women's singles final.

Sindhu always played 
long matches against 
Zhang, all of them going 
to the decider, and it was 
no different as the duo 
battled till the last point.

Prior to today's loss, 
Sindhu had won twice 
and lost once at the In-
donesia Super Series Pre-
mier last year against the 
American.

All England Cham-
pionships finalist and 
fourth seed Shi Yuqi of 
China walked away with 

surface so they were get-
ting pace and bounce off 
the wicket as well,” Kohli 
said at the post-match 
presentation.

 “We want to play 
positive cricket and take 
the opposition on. We 
know their middle order 
is inexperienced and we 
want to cash in on that.”
Soft options
The home side were cap-
tained by 23-year-old 
Aiden Markram in just 
his third ODI game with 
both experienced bats-
men Faf du Plessis and 
AB de Villiers missing 
with finger injuries.
They made a cautious 
start, losing their first 
wicket two balls shy of 10 
overs with just 39 on the 
scoreboard as Hashim 
Amla (23) was dismissed.

The introduction of 
the spinners proved the 
catalyst for South Africa’s 
collapse, with Chahal 
picking up the wickets 
of innings top-scorers JP 
Duminy and debutant 
Khaya Zondo, who both 
scored 25.

“There were a couple 
of soft options (shots), 
starting with myself, so I 
am going to have to lead 
from the front and do 
better going forward,” 
Markram said.

the men's crown after 
beating world no 7 and 
third seeded Taiwanese 
Chou Tien Chen 21-18 
21-14 in a 47-minute duel.

"Last year I didn't win 
any tournament, so glad 
to win this and hope this 
become first of many to 
come," world no 8 Shi 

Kuala Lumpur (Malay-
sia), Feb. 4 (Ap): Shub-
hankar Sharma of India 
won his second European 
Tour title after carding 10 
birdies in a joint tourna-
ment-low 62 in the final 
round of the Maybank 
Championship on Sun-
day.

Spain's Jorge Campil-
lo was two shots adrift 
in second place after a 
closing 68 gave him a 
19-under aggregate of 
269, one ahead of Ryan 
Fox (66) and Pablo Lar-
razabal (66).

Sharma, 21, who also 
won the Joburg Open 
in December, described 
62 as his ''lucky'' num-
ber after finishing with a 
21-under total of 267 to 
pocket the first prize of 
$500,000.

''The first 62 I shot 
was in Manila two years 
back on the Asian Tour,'' 
he said. ''Then I shot 

Yuqi said through an in-
terpreter.

"I had played him be-
fore, so I analysed those 
matches and it helped 
me win today. There were 
lot of long rallies in this 
tournament and I will 
take a lot of positives from 
here. It will boost my con-
fidence." 

Chou, who settled for 
runner-up here for the 
second successive time, 
said: "I tried to push him 
but it is difficult top play 
against him. He smashed 
well. He is young and was 
stronger today. He was 
more focused than me." 

Fifth seeded Danish 
combo of Mathias Chris-
tiansen and Christinna 
Pedersen prevailed 21-14 
21-15 over Indonesian 
pair of Praveen Jordan and 
Melati Daeva Oktavianti 
in a 37-minute match to 
claim the mixed doubles 
crown, their first title to-
gether.

Mathias and Chris-

tinna had combined at 
the Denmark Open for 
the first time and finished 
runners-up at China Open 
Super Series Premier and 
Hong Kong Open Super 
Series last year.

"We know the Indone-
sians are very good and if 
we play too defensive or 
slow it will be difficult to 
beat them so we played 
an attacking game," 
said Christinna after the 
match.

"It is a long season 
and we would be playing 
at European Champion-
ship and All England next, 
which would be a big chal-
lenge," she added.

Third seeded Indone-
sian pair of Greysia Polii 
and Apriyani Rahayu, who 
are ranked world no 7, 
defeated second seeded 
Thailand combo of Jong-
kolphan Kititharakul and 
Rawinda Prajongjai 21-
18 21-15 in a 58-minute 
match to clinch the wom-
en's doubles title.

10-under again in Joburg 
to win, so that number is 
lucky for me.

''I played really well, 
especially the way I start-
ed with five birdies on 
the front nine. It's always 
tough to make more bird-

ies when you're trailing 
the leaders but I was 
calm.''

Former world No. 1 
Lee Westwood, who shot 
a 62 on Friday, ended in a 
tie for 11th place follow-
ing a final-round 70.

The second half saw 
Real Madrid try and fail 
to score until Isco, who 
had replaced Gareth Bale 
earlier, finished after good 
work from Karim Ben-
zema with 9 minutes left.

Zidane then replaced 

Ronaldo and paid for that 
as Levante snatched a 
late equalizer from re-
cent signing Giampaulo 
Pazzini after some poor 
defending from Madrid.

Eibar kicked off the 
day with a 5-1 thrash-

ing of a hapless Sevilla 
in a game they led from 
the moment Kike Garcia 
opened the scoring in the 
40th second.

Fabian Orellana add-
ed two more, while Ivan 
Ramis and Arbilla, who 

Seoul, Feb. 4 (IANS): The Inter-
national Olympic Committee on 
Sunday called the PyeongChang 
Winter Olympics games village 
one of the best ever.

IOC Members had unani-
mously praised the work of the 
PyeongChang organising com-
mittee and the speed with which 
the work was being completed, 

IOC president Thomas Bach said 
at a press conference following 
a two-day long meeting of the 
organisation's executive board, 
reports Efe. 

"The facilities overall are really 
excellent and this is particularly 
true for the Olympic villages. I had 
the opportunity to see both... ()... 
to my knowledge, in my experi-

ence, these villages are among the 
best that we have ever had in the 
Winter Games, if not the best," he 
said. Bach said the board also dis-
cussed simplifying the process of 
nomination for future Olympics 
games, which would cut costs by 
around $1 billion for the Summer 
Games, and by $500 million for 
the Winter Games.

The IOC also announced an 
independent probe into allega-
tions of sexual abuse by former 
United States gymnastics national 
team osteopathic physician Larry 
Nassar in a statement.

Bach said the IOC is deeply 
shaken over the incident and that 
it supports the victims and ap-
plauds them for speaking up.

scored a late free kick, 
rounded off the scoring.

Loren Moron had a 
dream debut for Betis 
as he scored both goals 
which gave his side a 2-1 
win at home to Villarreal.

Carlos Bacca scored a 
penalty for Villarreal, who 
had to play for an hour 
with 10 men after Daniele 
Bonera was sent off for a 
high challenge.

Alaves took another 
step towards avoiding 
relegation with a 2-1 win 
at home to Celta Vigo, 
who would have gone 
sixth with a win. Alaves 
started strongly and were 
2-0 up by the 18th minute 
thanks to goals from Al-
fonso Pedraza and Munir.

Iago Aspas netted his 
15th goal of the campaign 
in injury time, but it was 
too late for Celta to sal-
vage a point.

his first goal in a United 
uniform.

The Chilean former 
Arsenal and FC Barce-
lona star, who had been 
awarded a penalty try, 
missed out on his initial 
chance from the 12-yard 
mark but put the deflect-
ed ball home.

Sanchez joined Unit-
ed from Arsenal during 

the winter transfer win-
dow in a swap deal that 
saw Henrikh Mkhitaryan 
move to the Gunners.

The Chilean had gone 
scoreless in a 4-0 win 
over Yeovil Town in FA 
Cup action on Jan. 26 
and in United's 2-0 loss 
to Tottenham in a Pre-
mier League match on 
Wednesday.

Kolkata, Feb. 4 (IANS): Underlining 
the need for women empowerment in 
the country, former cricketer Sachin 
Tendulkar on Sunday said they are the 
backbone of India.

"As far as women power is con-
cerned, I think they are the backbone of 
India. I still remember as a child when I 
would come back home, I would expect 
my mother to do everything for me.

"Yet we took all those things for 
granted. For women, to be able to take 
care of their house and also do their job 
is incredible," Tendulkar said in his ad-
dress at the Kolkata Police Sports 2017-
18 at Alipore Bodyguard Lines.

"We always felt secure coming to 
Kolkata and playing cricket here. I have 
got some amazing memories, all those 
things were possible because you (Kol-
kata Police) took care of the crowd and 
made us feel secure.

"...we feel safe and secure when you 
are around. You guys are the real all-
rounders because you do your job, and 
also play cricket and other sports," the 

44-year-old cricketer said.
Tendulkar said sports teaches things 

that classroom lessons don't.
"When one talks about sports, I have 

been a firm believer that sports teach 
you lot many things which you cannot 
learn in a boardroom or a classroom.

"Over the past 24-plus years that I 
have played cricket, it taught me a lot. 
Not always did I win, there were occa-
sions when I lost... Cricket taught me to 
get back on my feet again and compete 
in the fairest possible manner.

"So here I would expect all of you to 
compete hard but to compete fair. It is 
a special feeling when you see women 
power there. I want to wish you all the 
very best," he said.

Tendulkar was sharing the stage 
with legendary footballer P.K. Banerjee.

"It's truly an honour for me. He's 
someone who has inspired many gen-
erations to take up sport and do some-
thing special. If we had not had such 
heroes, things would not have been the 
same."


