
Kiren Rijiju and Neiphiu Rio, from left at 3rd and 4th, and Nagaland BJP leaders during a press conference at Guwahati on Feb. 3. 
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Wisdom is oftentimes 
nearer when we stoop than 

when we soar. 

~ William Wordsworth
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 22° 10°
Agartala 29° 15°
Gangtok 19° 06°
Guwahati 25° 14°
Imphal 23° 08°

Itanagar 17° 13°
Shillong 18° 05°
Delhi 23° 08°
Kolkata 31° 18°
Chennai 30° 20°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 17° 7°
DIMAPUR 24.4° 15°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 89%
DIMAPUR NIL 85%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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NPF left battling exodus of leaders

Ravi appeals for peace, 
harmony in Nagaland

Rijiju confirms BJP-NDPP alliance 

Northeast states key to Asean connect, says Modi

    

WORLD ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

Brian Johnson didn’t want to  
‘cheat’ AC/DC fans | P10

Release of Rep. memo fuels Trump; 
FBI chief to defend agents | P9

Narendra Modi during the Global Investors Summit-2018 in Guwahati in Assam on Feb. 3.

I won’t concede title if in Man 
United’s position — Guardiola |  P11

Rio said. 
He also promised a ‘transpar-

ent administration’ and good 
governance initiatives that aimed 
at inclusive economic growth and 
progressive all-round develop-

ment. 
BJP declares candidates’ list 

Consequently, the BJP has 
also announced the list of 20 can-
didates approved to contest said 
elections: 

1 1A/C Dimapur I Tovihoto Ayemi

2 4A/C Ghaspani I N Jacob Zhimomi

3 13A/C Pughoboto Dr. Sukhato A Sema

4 17A/C Chizami Kevechutso

5 29A/C Jangpetkong Dr. Longriniken

6 30A/C Alongtaki Imna Along

7 31A/C Akuluto Kazheto

8 32A/C Atoizu KL Chishi

9 33A/C Suruhoto Kehovi

10 37A/C Tyui Y Patton

11 38A/C Wokha TM Lotha

12 40A/C Bhandari Mmhonlumo Kikon

13 41A/C Tizit P Paiwang Konyak

14 45A/C Tehok C Kawang Konyak

15 50A/C Longlen Pangyu Phom

16 52A/C Longkhim Chare Imtilemba

17 54A/C Tuensang Sadar II Rakhila

18 56A/C Noklak Haiying

19 59A/C Seyochung Sitimi Kashiho Sangtam

20 60A/C Pungro Yankiu Yimchunger

Congress 
appoints four 
central observers 
for Nagaland
Ne w  De l h i , Fe b. 3 
( I A N S ) :  T h e  C o n -
g re s s  o n  Sa t u rd a y 
appointed four cen-
tral observers for the 
forthcoming Naga-
land assembly polls, 
including Nabam Tuki 
and Gaurav Gogoi.

A party release said 
that Tuki, a former 
Chief Minister of Aru-
nachal Pradesh, will 
be the chief observer.  
Other observers are 
Gogoi ,  MP,  for mer 
A s s a m  M i n i s t e r 
Pradyut Bordoloi and 
former AICC secre-
tary Praveen Davar. 
The names were ap-
proved by Congress 
President Rahul Gan-
dhi.  Nagaland will go 
for assembly polls on 
February 27.

Guwahati, Feb. 3 (IANS): Union 
Minister of State for Home and 
senior BJP leader Kiren Rijiju on 
Saturday said that the BJP has 
entered into a seat-sharing agree-
ment with the newly-floated Na-
tional Democratic Peoples' Party 
(NDPP) ahead of the Feb. 27 Na-
galand assembly polls.

Rijiju, BJP in-charge for Na-
galand elections, accompanied 
by NDPP supremo former Na-
galand Chief Minister and Lok 
Sabha member Neiphu Rio, said 
that while the NDPP will contest 
in 40 seats, the BJP will contest 
in 20 seats for the election to the 
60-member Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly. 

Rio had recently resigned from 
the NPF and floated the new re-
gional political party, NDPP.

"I think the BJP and NDPP will 
be able to get absolute majority in 
Nagaland in the forthcoming polls 
and form the next government in 
the state," said Rijiju, addressed 
a press conference at a hotel in 
Guwahati.

The BJP was a part of the Naga 
Peoples' Front (NPF)-led Demo-
cratic Alliance of Nagaland (DAN) 
government in Nagaland. The NPF 
which is the ruling party in Naga-
land has also been a partner of 
the BJP-led National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) since 2003.

"The NPF is not our enemy 
and BJP's relation with NPF is very 
old. However, we are not having an 
alliance with the NPF this time," 
said Rijiju when asked about the 
BJP's pact with the NPF.

"In the past BJP was just a jun-
ior party in Nagaland. However, as 
the BJP has become a major po-
litical force in Nagaland, the seat 
sharing agreement with NDPP 
became a necessity ahead of the 
polls," he said, adding that al-
though the BJP initiated talks with 
the NPF earlier it however did not 
converge to seat-sharing level.

Asked about the stalemate in 
Nagaland due to the poll-boycott 
call given by the NSCN (I-M) and 

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Feb. 3 (EMN): 
The government of India’s 
interlocutor to the Naga 
peace talks RN Ravi has on 
Sat. appealed to the Naga 
people to maintain peace 
and harmony in the state.

In a letter to the Core 
Committee of Nagaland 
Tribal Hohos and Civil Or-
ganizations (CCNTHCO), 
Ravi stated to be being 
aware about the prevail-
ing situation in Nagaland 
over the forthcoming state 
assembly elections. 

“I am sensitive and re-
spectful to the Nagas pop-
ular sentiment for an early 
solution. The negotiating 
parties are trying their best 
and have made significant 
progress in the last three 
years. I would like to as-
sure the Naga people that 
the ongoing Peace Process 
has not and shall not be 
affected by this election,” 
the interlocutor stated in 
the letter.

Terming the present 
times as a ‘crucial junc-
ture,’ Ravi urged the peo-
ple to maintain peace and 
harmony.

CCNTHCO throws 
ball into people’s 
court

The CCNTHCO, which 
held a meeting with vari-
ous tribe organizations at 
Hotel Japfü in Kohima on 
Sat., has made a general 
appeal to all the political 
parties in the state and 
candidates to respect the 
aspiration of the Naga peo-
ple. The committee also 
announced the house’s 
decision that it will not, in 
the interest of the people, 
use force to go into the way 
of any individual’s con-
scious decision to exercise 
one’s choice whether or 
not to engage in the elec-
tion process. 

“We will only appeal 
them to respect the popu-
lar wish of the people. We 
will continue to pursue 
with this and we hope 
good sense will prevail, 
and there will not be any 
untoward incident be-
cause of this popular de-
mand of the people,” said 
Theja Therie, convener of 
the CCNTHCO.

Therie said that the 
NLA was a house of the 
people and their elected 
members who have man-
date. When the organisa-
tion resolved to press for 
deferment of elections 
in the interest of an early 
political solution, all the 
political parties who are in 
the house took the deci-
sion together. He remind-

ed that the committee, 
comprising tribe hohos 
and civil society organisa-
tions, took the initiative 
to spearhead the call of 
“solution before election” 
after the NLA passed a 
resolution on it on Dec. 15 
previously. 

The committee is ap-
palled as to how a part of 
the present house could 
go against their own reso-
lution. “How can a gov-
ernment or a ruling po-
litical party go back from 
the resolution without 
reviewing the resolution 
in the house? All the or-
ganizations came forward 
because we felt that the 
political decision taken 
in the assembly is in the 
interest of the people. And 
when the people came 
out in support of their 
resolution, how can they 
go back?” Therie ques-
tioned.

“The CCNTHCO would 
like to place on record that 
it was the BJP which vio-
lated the letter & spirit 
of the 29 January Decla-
ration, creating not only 
chaos and confusion in the 
State but putting in seri-
ous jeopardy the ongoing 
talks between the GoI and 
the negotiation groups. It 
is for the Naga people to 
judge who cast the first 
stone against Naga aspi-
rations despite the out-
ward expression of sym-
pathy for Naga solution,” 
a press release issued by 
the CCNTHCO later in the 
evening stated.

Therie maintained that 
it was ‘very unfortunate’ 
that the BJP had taken 
their own stand after giving 
their declaration, then sus-
pending their authorised 
representative and later 
announcing to contest 
in the election. “It is their 
choice but this consensus 
that has arrived between 
the political parties is very 
unfortunate and they will 
be remembered in history 
for what they have done,” 
he stated.

“What is election, if we 
forego one, to give some-
thing good to our people, 
for which we have been 
struggling for the last 70-
80 years? We are not elec-
tion or we are not against 
the constitutional process. 
Election will come sooner 
or later, we are only ask-
ing for deferment,” Therie 
said.

Therie said that the 
decision now lies with the 
people, and not with the 
government of India or the 
ECI, as the election process 
will go on, 'But it is up to us 

whether to opt out or to 
participate. So our appeal 
continues with the politi-
cal parties to respect and 
to maintain the commit-
ment which they made,' 
he added. He went on to 
emphasize that the decla-
ration which the political 
parties made was not to 
the CCNTHCO but to the 
people in general, which 
include themselves.

Meanwhile, the com-
mittee also expressed the 
understanding that if the 
interlocutor or the nego-
tiating parties can give a 
timeframe, the elections 
can be deferred without 
any difficulty. However, it 
opined that in the absence 
of a timeframe, it was dif-
ficult for the government 
of India to forgo the elec-
tion. 

Acknowledging the in-
terlocutor’s letter to the 
committee, Therie had 
said even though it was just 
an appeal, the CCNTHCO 
considered it to be ‘very 
valuable’ as Ravi is the key 
person who will negotiate 
till the negotiations come 
to a logical conclusion. 
The committee was hope-
ful that he would stand 
by his commitment that 
the Naga people have 
something that is accept-
able, honourable and the 
people will have the right 
to determine their own 
future. 

“We believe that with 
this kind of commitment, 
definitely the negotiation 
will not go indefinitely. But 
at the moment the choice 
is with the political parties 
and the individual candi-
dates. We hope that they 
will make a wise decision,” 
Therie said.

Point ing  out  that 
the CCNTHCO was like 
a house with the tribal 
bodies being the pillars, 
he asserted if they (tribe 
bodies) withdrew from 
the committee, the com-
mittee would collapse but 
if they stood together then 
the committee can stand 
firm. 

The onus lies with the 
tribe organisations, he 
stated, and added this was 
one of the main issues 
that was discussed at the 
meeting on Sat. According 
to the committee, almost 
80% of the tribal hohos at-
tended the meeting.

Meanwhile, the CC-
NTHCO “representing 
concerned citizens desir-
ous for peace in the land,” 
has appealed to all the 
Naga churches to pray for 
an early Naga political so-
lution on Sunday, Feb. 4.

India, as the country's fast 
pace of development will 
only be effective when the 
people living in the north-
east develop," he said.

Modi said that roads 
and railways are being 
constructed at a faster 
pace in the northeast and 

electricity is being gener-
ated at a similar pace.

The summit, a first of 
its kind two-day initiative, 
is expected to see partici-
pation of top industrialists 
of the country including 
Ratan Tata and Mukesh 
Ambani.

The summit is likely 
to see the participation of 
over 5,000 delegates from 
across the world, includ-
ing Asean countries.

Officials said that over 
250 MOUs worth Rs 60,000 
crore are expected to be 
signed on the first day of 

the Core Committee of Nagaland 
Tribal Hohos and Civil Organisa-
tions (CCNTHCO), the Union 
Minister of State for Home said 
that he has appealed to all the 
groups including the overground 
and underground organizations 
to cooperate as holding of election 
is a constitutional requirement.

"We have conveyed the mes-
sage to all, including the NSCN 
(I-M) and other groups, not to 
vitiate the election atmosphere in 
the state ahead of the polls. The 
ceasefire ground rules must be 
maintained by all groups at any 
cost and any departure from the 
ceasefire will not lead to positive 
results," said Rijiju. 

Rio promises to work for 
the people 

At the press conference, the 
NDPPP's chief, Neiphiu Rio, de-
clared the newly formed alliance’s 
“commitment to support the 
peace process and assure the 
people that we will not come in 
the way for a political solution that 
is honourable. 

“We fully support and endorse 
Prime Minister Modi's develop-
ment agenda and with the as-
sistance and cooperation of the 
government of India, we will draw 
a new roadmap of development 
and positive change in Nagaland,” 

the summit on Saturday.
Other top industrialists 

are expected to participate 
include, Anand Burman 
(Dabur), Subhash Chan-
dra (Essel Group and ZEE), 
Amar Abrol (Air Asia India), 
Rashesh Shah (Edelweiss), 
Sushil Goenka (Emami 
Group), Sanjiv Puri (ITC 
Limited), Harshavardhan 
Neotia (Ambuja Neotia 
Cements), and Balakris-
han Goenka ( Welspun 
Group). Naresh Trehan 
(Medanta- The Medicity) 
and filmmaker Subhash 
Ghai are also expected to 
attend. 

Business seminars on 
12 focus sectors will be 
held on both the days in-
cluding Agriculture and 
Food Processing - Organic 
Cultivation and Bamboo, 
Handloom, Textile and 
Handicrafts, Logistics, 
River Transport and Port 
Township, IT and ITeS, 
Pharmaceutical and Medi-
cal Equipment, Plastics 

and Petrochemicals, 
Power, Tourism, Hospi-
tality and Wellness, Civil 
Aviation, Petroleum and 
Natural Gas and Startups 
Innovation.

"Investments in our 
promising sectors are key 
to the economic growth 
of the state. The objec-
tive is also to position As-
sam as India's Expressway 
to Asean. The Summit is 
based on the core princi-
ples of the Act East Policy," 
Assam Industry Minister 
Chandra Mohan Patowary 
said on Saturday.

He said the Govern-
ment of Assam is fully 
geared up for its first 
maiden Global Investors' 
Summit. Several Union 
Ministers including Ni-
tin Gadkari, Suresh Pra-
bhu, Ravi Shankar Prasad, 
Smriti Zubin Irani, Dhar-
mendra Pradhan, Jitendra 
Singh, Kiren Rijiju are ex-
pected to take part in the 
proceedings as well. 

Guwahati, Feb. 3 (IANS): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Saturday inaugu-
rated the two-day Global 
Investment Summit in 
Guwahati, a first of its kind 
initiative in the northeast, 
and said a new terminal 
being constructed at Gu-
wahati airport would boost 
the region's connectivity 
with Asean countries.

Addressing the event, 
being held at the Sarusojai 
Stadium in Guwahati, the 
Prime Minister expressed 
his happiness that Bang-
ladesh and Bhutan have 
opened their consulate of-
fices in Guwahati and said 
the northeast is at the heart 
of India's 'Act East Policy'.

Modi said the initia-
tives taken by the BJP-led 
NDA government at the 
Centre for the last three 
and half years "are becom-
ing evident" and that his 
government had spent 
Rs 5,300 crore every year 
in northeastern states to 

improve the railway net-
work. 

"Rs 4,700 crore was al-
located to extend railway 
connectivity to 15 new 
destinations. When the 
Agartala (Tripura)-Akhau-
ra (Bangladesh) railway 
connectivity becomes a 
reality in the near future, 
the whole region will be 
benefited," said Modi.

He said the tagline of 
the meet - 'Advantage As-
sam: India's expressway 
to ASEAN' - is very ap-
propriate and not just a 
statement but it is a "com-
prehensive vision".

"We created the Act 
East Policy and the North-
east is at the heart of it. 
The Act East Policy re-
quires increased people to 
people contact, trade ties 
and other relations with 
countries on India's east, 
particularly Asean coun-
tries," Modi said. 

"Our vision is develop-
ment of the eastern part of 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Feb. 3: Cracks within 
the tumultuous coalition formerly 
stitched among partners of the 
Democratic Alliance of Nagaland 
(DAN) split wide open on Sat. even 
as major players turned their backs 
on a political alliance that has per-
haps always been uncomfortable. 

For reasons that refuse to hit 
public domain, two of the Naga 
People’ Front’s (NPF) legislators were 
said to have walked out of a meeting 
of the ruling NPF party on Sat. at 
Kohima. NPF sources said that those 
who walked out of the meeting were 
Kaito Aye and Tovihoto Awomi. 

Though the NPF sources refused 
to divulge the reason behind the 
drama that unfolded on Sat. it was 
suggested that Kaito Aye was frus-
trated for a long time with the party. 
Interestingly, even before Tovihoto 
Awomi had walked out of the meet-
ing, the BJP had already declared 

him the party’s candidate. 

JD (U) ends DAN alliance  
In a separate statement, the Na-

galand unit of Janata Dal (United) 
announced its decision to pull out 
of the DAN alliance and contest the 
ensuing Nagaland assembly elec-
tions solo. “The last five years rule of 
the Democratic Alliance of Nagaland 
led by the Naga Peoples’ Front (NPF) 
and the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
has been not of governance but it 
was smeared with infightings for 
leadership. 

“This is witnessed by continuous 
swearing-in ceremonies much to 
the amusement and chagrin of the 
people. The games of throne was 
repeatedly and mercilessly played 
without taking into consideration 
the welfare of the public. 

“The responsibilities that was 
bestowed upon the representatives 
as members of legislative assembly 

was thrown into the thin air. Many 
of the legislators had to innocently 
flock at the mercies of the political 
Lords who has no iota of feelings for 
stable governance. There were ran-
dom corruption at all levels. Funds 
meant for developmental activities 
were misappropriated to finance 
the Chief Ministerial chair. The Ja-
nata Dal (U) with no legislator was a 
namesake member of DAN.

“In the brief light of the above, 
the JD (U) Nagaland, after a thor-
ough analysis of the pros and cons 
towards the continuance in DAN, 
do hereby decides to pull out of 
DAN and will not to enter into pre-
poll alliance with any party. The JD 
(U)  will contest the forthcoming 
general election to the 13th Naga-
land Legislative Assembly on its 
own. It will field its own candidates 
in any constituencies, irrespective 
of whichever party (ies) are in the 
fray,” it stated. 



2 STATE
EASTERN MIRROR  |  Dimapur, Sunday, February 4, 2018

WOMEN HELPLINE: 181
DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007
CIHSR 242555, 242533
Police Control Room 7085055050
Dimapur District Hospital 232224
Diphupar PS 7085055032
East PS 7085055030
Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220
Fire Station (Chumu) 282777
Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201
GRPS 7085055031
Medziphema PS 7085055033
MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081
Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046
Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032
Niuland PS 7085088035
Sub-Urban PS 7085055036
Traffic Control -1 7085088038
Traffic Control -2 7085088039
West PS 7085055034
Women Cell 7085055037
Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)
Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098
Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916
North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146
Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500
South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811
Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214
Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394
Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827
Fire Station 2226225
Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674
Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373
IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002
Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893
Mokokchung PS 1 2226241
Power House 2226221/2226293
Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213
Traffic Control 9485232691
Tuli Police Station 9485232693
Women Cell 9485232692
Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Sushil Kumar patel apprising district heads on election matters at the DC’s conference hall in Dimapur on Sat.

Lieutenant General Abhay Krishna being recived at the Spear Corps’ 
station in Dimapur on Feb. 3.

Correction
Eastern Mirror, Sat. Feb. 3 2018 edition
In the first paragraph to the story ‘NPF decides to 
contest elections’ the correct form is ‘Naga People’s 
Front.’

Eastern army chief visits 
Spear Corps in Dimapur 

ROs directed to coordinate 
with SVEEP mobile team

Poll personnel asked to 
report for postal ballots

Dimapur’s expenditure 
observers’ contacts

NSCN (IM), orgs. flay killing 

Dimapur police nabs one with IMFL

1st round training for polling officials 

Dimapur DPDB meeting cancelled  
Due to activities related to the assembly elections, the 
district planning officer of Dimapur has informed that the 
meeting of the Dimapur District Planning & Development 
Board for the month of February has been called. They 
will be informed later about the date and time for the 
next meeting, updates said on Fri.

Training for Tening’s polling officials concludes
Training for polling personnel for the 6th Tening assembly 
constituency concluded on Feb. 3. The event was conducted in 
the town hall of Tening, it was informed. During the three-day 
training, the duties and responsibilities of polling officials were 
highlighted to the trainees. The Voters Verifiable Paper Audit 
Trail (VVPAT) was demonstrated too, updates informed on Fri.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur’s DEO meet with dept. heads 

Machine mode  

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 14.2 9.2 9.9 80 NIL

ZBT - - - - -

MON 21 12.2 13.6 92 NIL

TUENSANG 15 10 4.3 61 NIL

MKG 13.2 7.4 5.2 52 NIL

PHEK 15.4 6.8 8.4 94 NIL

KIPHIRE 16 8 10.1 95 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 17 10 9.9 64 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 21.2 11 12.4 69 NIL

JALUKIE 31 13 12.9 100 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 19.2 14.8 13.6 80 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Feb. 3 (EMN): The dis-
trict election officer of Dimapur 
Sushil Kumar Patel has convened 
a meeting with all heads of de-
partments in Dimapur district 
on Feb. 3. The meeting is to be 
conducted in the conference hall 
of the deputy commissioner’s 
office, updates from the DPRO 
informed on Sat.

Patel has directed all the 
heads of departments to ensure 

that the staff under them, who 
are on election duty, to submit 
form-12 on or before Feb. 7 at 
DC’s office, along with support-
ing documents.

Along with Form 12, the per-
son has to submit the govern-
ment’s detail order, and their 
EPIC/ government service ID 
card, the DEO informed. 

The officer has also asked the 
heads of departments to do as 

informed at the earliest. Unless 
form-12 is ready, the administra-
tion has reminded, it will be dif-
ficult to issue postal ballots. 

The officer informed fur-
ther that Xerox machines have 
been kept ready at the training 
site, Dimapur College, to aid in 
election-related matters to the 
‘nodal’ officers. 

HODs were also directed to 
submit names of extra drivers 

along with phone numbers latest 
by Feb. 9 so that they could be 
utilised on polling day. 

DEO reiterated that he will 
not consider for exemption of 
election duties besides those who 
are recommended by the medical 
board stating that there is short-
age of polling personnel. 

Informing the HODs about 
the 2nd round of training which 
would be conducted very soon, 
he Dimapur called offices to con-
vince their staffs for attending the 
trainings sincerely.

SDO (C) in charge of postal 
ballot, Kemciyile informed in the 
meeting informed that acknowl-
edgement slips would be issued 
on receipt of Form 12 to avoid 
confusions.

Assistant Election officer Di-
mapur Rolland Merry who was 
also in the meeting, informed 
all concerned who are enrolled 
outside Dimapur, for tracing out 
their serial number in the elec-
toral roll, constituency where the 
person has been enrolled and 
the polling station number stat-
ing that these details would be 
required for postal ballots. 

Dimapur, Feb. 3 (EMN): 
To facilitate postal ballot 
to all concerned employee 
drafted for election duty 
during the 13th Naga-
land Legislative Assembly 
2018, all concerned have 
been informed to sub-
mit duly filled in Form-12 
along with photocopy of 
appointment order and 
EPIC card to the Postal 

Ballot Facilitation Cen-
tre on or before Feb. 8 to 
enable the office of Dep-
uty Commissioner and 
District Election Officer, 
Phek to make necessary 
arrangement for issue of 
postal ballot papers to all 
the applicants.

The same notification 
was also issued by the Dis-
trict Election Officer, Mon 

K Thavaseelan.  Personnel 
are informed that Form 12 
will be made available at 
the Postal Ballot Facilita-
tion Centre 1st Floor, DC 
office, Mon from Feb. 3.

Last date of submis-
sion of forms will be Feb. 
8 for personnel who are 
enrolled in other districts 
and those enrolled under 
Mon district is Feb. 13

Dimapur, Feb. 3 (EMN): District Election 
Officer, Kohima Rajesh Soundararajan 
has informed all government employees 
who have been drafted for election duty 
to the forthcoming Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly Election that the first round 
training for presiding officer, 1st polling 
officers and additional polling officer for 
VVPAT will be held on Feb. 6. 

For 2nd and 3rd polling officers has 
been scheduled on Feb. 7. The training 
will be conducted at Razukhrie Govern-
ment Higher Secondary School, Kohima 
at 10: 30 a.m.

All the concerned polling personnel 
have been directed to attend the train-
ing positively. Necessary action will be 
taken against the absentees as per the 
representation of the People’s Act 1950 
and Conduct of Election Rules 1961. 

Also DEO has notified to those who 
have applied exemption of election duty 
on medical grounds to appear before 
the medical board at Naga Hospital Au-
thority Kohima on Feb. 8 and the 9th at 

11:30 a.m.
No further application will be ac-

cepted or entertained after Feb. 9 2018, 
the notification stated.

Also the DEO Longleng John Tsulise 
Sangtam also informed that the first 
phase of training for presiding officer 
and first polling officer will be held on 
Feb. 7 at GHSS Auditorium at 11 a.m. 
while for 2nd, 3rd, and 4th polling offic-
ers will be held on Feb. 8 at EBRC Hall 
Longleng at 11 a.m.

The 2nd phase of training for the pre-
siding officer and first polling officer will 
be held on Feb. 13 at GHSS Auditorium at 
11 a.m. while for 2nd, 3rd, and 4th poll-
ing officers will be conducted at EBRC 
Hall Longleng at 11 a.m. on Feb. 13.

Therefore, DEO has directed all the 
heads of department / offices to depute 
all officials under their jurisdiction to 
attend the training positively. Any de-
partment officials failing to attend the 
training shall be impeached under the 
election law.

Dimapur, Feb. 3 (EMN): District Election Officer 
Kohima Rajesh Soundararajan has directed all the 
returning officers under Kohima district to coordinate 
and tie up with the mobile van teams and the sector 
officers in regard to the calendar for SVEEP mobile van 
for their respective constituencies.

SVEEP Mobile Van-I

 Feb. 2 and 3rd 8th Western Angami 

Feb. 6 and 7th 9th Kohima town 

Feb. 9, 10th and 12th 11th northern Angami-II 

Feb. 14 and 15th 9th Kohima town 

SVEEP Mobile Van – II

Feb. 2, 3rd and 5th 12th Tseminyu 

Feb.7 and 8th 10th Northern Angami-I

Feb. 12 and 13th 14th Southern Angami-I 

Feb. 15 and 16th 15th Southern Angami-II

The above schedule may be subject to last minute 
changes depending upon the circumstances and 
need, it infromed.

The SVEEP mobile van and district SVEEP election 
anthem was officially launched at DC’s office, Kohima 
on Jan. 29 and has been going around the constituen-
cies under Kohima district to create awareness and 
disseminate information on related election process, 
DEO said.

Dimapur, Feb. 3 (EMN): A  special operation team of the Dimapur police has arrested 
a person in connection with being in possession of illegal liquor on Feb. 2 in Dimapur.  
This was informed in a press release from the city’s police authority on Sat.

The police are said to have intercepted a truck (AS-01/GC-5127) at 3rd Mile near 
the weekly bazaar in Dimapur and seized 1, 258 cases of assorted Indian Made Foreign 
Liquor. In this connection,  one person identified as one Dibul Borpatra Gohain, of 
Sarudhekera under Dhemaji district in Assam was arrested. A complaint under the 
NLTP Act has been registered, updates have said.

Dimapur, Feb. 3 (EMN): 
Lieutenant General Ab-
hay Krishna, general of-
ficer command-in-chief  
of Eastern Command 

visited the army’s Spear 
Corps in Dimapur on 
Feb. 3. A press release 
from the army authori-
ties on Sat. informed 

Dimapur, Feb. 3 (EMN): Dis-
trict Election Officer, Dimapur 
has informed the public about 
the details of expenditure 
observers of different assem-
bly constituencies under Di-
mapur district.
R Clement Rajesh Kumar, 
IRS
Designation - Expenditure 
Observer for Dimapur 1, 2 and 
3 assembly constituencies. 
Contact no. 8837378558
Residence - Police Mess, Chu-
mukedima 
Shankar, IRS
Designation - Expenditure 
Observer for Ghaspani 1 and 2 
assembly constituencies 
Contact - 8837383492
Residence – Police

Dimapur, Feb. 3 (EMN): The Gov-
ernment of People’s Republic of 
Nagalim (GPRN) Ministry of Infor-
mation and Publicity (MIP) has in 
a strongest term condemned the 
alleged ‘cold-blooded’ assassina-
tion of Dichungbe Nriame, ‘Deputy 
Kilonser,’ Care Taker CAO of Asalu, 
Zeliangrong Region on Feb. 2 at his 
residence in Jalukie town by un-
known assailant(s). 

The ‘Government of People’s 
Republic of Nagalim (GPRN)’ has 
condemned what it alleged was the 
‘cold-blooded’ killing of one Dic-
hungbe Nriame, “deputy kilonser,” 
and ‘care taker’ CAO of Asalu of Zeli-
angrong region on Feb. 2 at his resi-
dence in Jalukie town by unknown 
assailants.

The group’s “ministry of informa-
tion and publicity” (MIP) issued a 
press release on Fri. 

“Such a coward and dastard act 
of killing a national worker at a time 
when the whole Nagas are longing 
for peace and unity is totally un-
called for,” the MIP said.

“The GPRN, who heed to the 
call for peace by the mass and in the 
spirit of forgiveness towards its rivals, 
has been lying low by not launching 
any offensive, for the nation awaits 
the inevitable coming of a great 
change,” the group stated. 

The NSCN (IM) sought clarifica-
tion from ‘whosoever has commit-
ted the beastly act of murdering the 
CAO.’ 

“The GPRN will be compelled to 

launch its investigation to find out 
the truth and do whatever it takes to 
bring justice,” the MIP said. 

Also, the NSCN (IM) ‘cabinet 
secretariat’ has expressed grief at the 
demise of Dichungbe Nriame. 

Dichungbe Nriame son of Ewan-
gliang Nriame of Tungjie village, 
joined the group on Feb. 2 1997 and 
served in various capacities till his 
demise, the GPRN said.

The GPRN expressed condolence 
to the bereaved family members and 
prayed that the Almighty God grant 
solace to them and for the departed 
soul, peace. 

JSU: The Jalukie Students’ Union 
(JSU) has expressed shock to have 
learned about the killing of Dichung 
Riame of the NSCN / GPRN at his 
residence in Jalukie town on Feb. 2. 

“Jalukie is a land of peace and 
prosperity and such acts not only 
tarnish the soil but create unfavour-
able environment to the citizens,” it 
added. 

The JSU has urged the law en-
forcement to take appropriate action 
against the culprits.

The union has also requested the 
public to cooperate with investiga-
tions. It further warned that ‘if any 
group or individual found trying to 
cover / hide the culprit, they shall be 
deemed to it’s accomplished.’

The union has conveyed con-
dolences and has prayed for solace 
to the bereaved family and to the 
deceased, eternal peace.

ZPO (N): The Zeliang People’s 
Organisation (N) also condemned 
the allegedly killing on Feb. 2.

The ZPO said ‘when all the peo-
ple’s from different walk of life are 
striving for peace and reconciliation 
among different groups for amicable 
and acceptable political solutions of 
the protracted Naga problem, such 
an act of action can derailed this 
process and create unwanted situa-
tion and  turmoil in the areas.’

The organisation has appealed 
to all sections of the people to con-
demn such act of ‘primitive brutality’ 
and urged upon any group or indi-
vidual to ‘own moral responsibility’ 
for their act.

The ZPO has condoled with the 
death of Riame. It also prayed for the 
departed soul to rest in peace.

Zeliangrong Nagas of Assam: All 
the frontal organisations of Zelian-
grong Nagas of Assam have strongly 
condemned the alleged killing of 
Dichungbe Riame, CAO in-charge, 
Asalu region, NSCN (IM) who was 
shot dead by unknown miscreant(s) 
on Feb. 2 at his residence in Jalukie. 
The organisations appealed the 
authority in concern to place a high 
level enquiry to nab the culprit(s).

JTY: The Jalukie Town Youth 
Organization has also condemned 
the alleged crime. The youth organi-
zation has appealed to the authori-
ties to book the perpetrators at the 
earliest. 

about the visit.
The officer was re-

ceived by Lieut. Gen. 
Gopal R, AVSM, SM, gen-
eral officer commanding 
Spear Corps.  

The commanding-
in-chief was on visit to 
review the security situ-
ation in the Northeast 
with special emphasis for 
forthcoming elections to 
Nagaland, Tripura, Aru-
nachal Pradesh, Manipur, 
and Mizoram, upper and 
south Assam, the press 
releases informed.

Krishna also under-
took an assessment of the 
operational prepared-
ness along the Line of Ac-
tual Control in Arunachal 
Pradesh and situation 
along the Indo-Myanmar 
border, it added. 

The commanding-in-
chief having expressed 
his satisfaction with the 
operational prepared-
ness of Spear Corps, the 
press releases stated.

Dimapur’s District Election Officer Sushil Kumar Patel interacts with trainees during a  training  
programme for polling officials on Sat. at Dimapur College.
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Kibangkumba delivering a keynote 
address during the advocacy 
programme commemora ng the 
world cancer day in Mokokchung 
on February 3.

EM Images

Mokokchung observes World Cancer Day 

Vehicle shortage in state as owners ee roads 

Dimapur police nab two for robbery

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Feb. 3 
(EMN): Deputy chief 
medical officer and nodal 
official, Mokokchung, Dr. 
Kibangkumba, has attrib-
uted human laziness and 
uncontrolled food habits 
as the greatest problems 
responsible for both com-
municable and non-com-
municable diseases.

Dr. Kibangkumba 
stated this while deliver-
ing his keynote address 
on ‘Advocacy on cancer 
awareness in observance 
of World Cancer Day 2018’ 
organised by the depart-
ment of health and family 
welfare in collaboration 
with Watsu Mungdang 
at Ongpangkong Salang, 
Mokokchung.

The medical officer 
explained that most com-
mon non-communicable 
diseases were cancer, hy-
pertension and diabetes 
in India and also in the 

state of Nagaland. Cit-
ing the worldwide survey 
2012, he stated that more 
than 14 million cancer 
cases were detected every 
year adding that by 2032 
cancer cases would in-
crease to million 8.4.

Besides, he also in-
formed that Naga Hos-
pital Authority Kohima 
(NHAK) research had 
shown more than 600 new 
cancer cases in Nagaland 
every year. According 
to the research, the four 
leading causes of cancer 
in males are nasophar-
ynx, stomach, oesopha-
gus and hypopharynx, 
while in females are cer-
vix, stomach, breast and 
nasopharynx.

The research further 
claimed that more than 
700 cancer patients were 
referred for treatment 
outside the state during 
the year 2013-15 due to 
lack of cancer care serv-

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Feb. 3: Ever 
since the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) 
announced the assembly 
elections for Nagaland, 
owners of private vehicle 
owners have been on a 
hide-mode. The reason? 
The administration is on 
duty to “requisition” (a 
fancy word to mean tak-
ing over) vehicles for elec-
tion duty. 

That’s the one reason 
why private vehicle own-
ers are avoiding the road 
on days of requisition. 

Mkg. to conduct 
medical test for 
polling officials 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Feb. 3 
(EMN): Medical board of 
Mokokchung district has 
announced to conduct 
medical examination of 
all government employ-
ees who have applied for 
exemption from polling 
duty on medical ground 
on February 6.

Additional deputy 
commissioner and chair-
man of medical board, 
W Manpai Phom, has 
informed all the desiring 
applicants to report in 
his office chamber at 9:30 
a.m. He also informed ap-
plicants to produce medi-
cal investigation reports 
to the board.

Manpai further said 
applicants who do not 
appear before the board 
would be considered 
deemed as not applied for 
exemption.

KG-2291

VVPAT

Voter Veri�able Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) shall be used with EVMs at all the 
polling stations in the forthcoming Nagaland Legislative Assembly Election 
and in all the future Elections. VVPAT is an independent system attached with 
the Electronic Voting Machine (EVM) that allows the voters to verify that their 
votes are cast as intended.
The VVPAT is attached to the Ballot Unit of the EVM and both the Ballot Unit 
and the VVPAT are placed in the voting compartment. The VVPAT has a small 
transparent glass window on it. When a voter comes to vote and presses the 
blue button on the Ballot Unit (BU) to vote for the candidate of his/her choice, 
the glass window on the VVPAT lights up and a printed paper slip containing 
the serial number, name of the Candidate and Election Symbol of the Candidate 
is visible to the voter behind the glass window. The voter witnesses all these 
details on the paper slip and is satis�ed that his vote has been cast as intended.
The printed paper slip remains visible to the voter through the transparent 
glass window for 7 (seven) seconds, and thereafter, the printed paper slip gets 
automatically cut and falls below into the sealed compartment/drop box of 
the VVPAT followed by a beep sound. Thereafter the light goes o� behind the 
glass window.
The VVPAT is thus going to further enhance the transparency and veri�ability 
in poll process.

Source Chief Electoral O�cer, Nagaland.
KG-2290

32nd Wedding  Anniversary

Loving Children, Grand Children & In-laws.

Your togetherness, tolerance 
and support has taught us
 teamwork, patience and 

solidarity.
 Your lives as our parents have 

taught us how to live and
 your prayers are the fortitude 

of our existence.
 Happy anniversary.

K-1551

ices in the state.
With northeast India 

having the highest preva-
lence cancer cases in both 
male and female, Naga-
land figures among the 
top of the list. 

In this connection, the 
deputy chief medical of-
ficer called upon the Wat-
su Mungdang to pursue its 
long cherished dream to 
materials the radiotherapy 

unit under Imkongliba 
Memorial District Hospi-
tal which is still on paper. 

“If established, it will 
be the biggest achieve-
ment in the fight against 
cancer,” he said.

Dr. Chubala, senior 
pathologist of IMDH, 
Mokokchung, and Dr. Ki-
langwabang Pongener, 
medicine specialist of 
IMDH, Mokokchung, also 
spoke on the topic “Can-
cer in women: An over-
view” and “Awareness on 
cancer,” respectively.

The programme was 
attended by more than 
200 women from various 
units of Watsu Mungdang.

Dr. Kika, deputy direc-
tor of health and family 
welfare, was the modera-
tor during the interactive 
session. Temsusola, the 
first Watsu Mungdang 
president and a cancer 
survivor also spoke at the 
programme.

Sec-160 to the Represen-
tation of the People Act of 
1951 empowers the govt. 
to take over vehicles for 
election-related work. 

The administrator 
of the Dimapur Munici-
pal Council (DMC) Moa 
Sangtam said on Fri. 
that around 1250 vehi-
cles would be required 
for election duty for Di-
mapur district alone. So 
far though, the district au-

thorities have been able 
to occupy around 800 ve-
hicles only.

There are only 250 
government vehicles—
likely not enough for 
master trainers, sector of-
ficers, and mobile squads 
who will be on duty. Per-
sonnel on election duty 
will require vehicles and 
without private vehicles 
and their ‘cooperation,’ it 
will not be possible, said 

Sangtam. 
About 200 taxis and 

alfa auto rickshaw (the 
large, higher-capacity 
auto rickshaws), 15 Naga-
land State Transport (NST) 
buses, and 50 school buses 
will be required. Accord-
ing to sec-161 to the Rep-
resentation of the People 
Act of 1951, whenever a 
vehicle is requisitioned, 
the owner of the vehicle 
shall be compensated by 

the state government. 
Dimapur’s Deputy 

Commissioner Sushil Ku-
mar Patel said requisition 
of vehicles from Assam is 
also in process with the 
transport commissioner 
because of shortage of ve-
hicles in Nagaland. 

The district authori-
ties have sought ‘support’ 
from vehicle owners for 
smooth operation of elec-
tion work in the state.  

Naga scholars express solidarity with CCNTHCO
Dimapur, Feb. 3 (EMN): Naga 
Scholars’ Association (NSA) has 
urged the Nagas to unitedly strive 
for achieving the aspiration of the 
Nagas by supporting the initiative 
of the Core Committee of Nagaland 
Tribal Hohos and Civil Organisa-
tions (CCNTHCO), which is spear-
heading the current movement. 

NSA president Dr. Zuchamo 
Yanthan and the joint secretary Dr. 
Lungthuiyang Riamei have urged the 
Nagas to further strengthen the cur-
rent movement and actively involve 
the apex pan Naga bodies, particular-
ly the Naga Hoho. NSA felt that it was 
crucial for the leaders of the move-
ment to continuously strive to usher 
the confidence of the Naga people.

NSA felt that the collective deci-
sion for deferment of the Nagaland 

state assembly in paving the way for 
the Indo- Naga political issue was a 
great achievement.

Meanwhile, NSA stated that the 
imposition of the current assembly 
election in Nagaland by the Govern-
ment of India against the wishes of 
the Naga people has resulted in the 
trust-deficit of the Nagas after hav-
ing signed the Framework Agree-
ment on August 3, 2015. 

NSA, therefore, stated that it was 
of utmost importance for the Nagas 
to seriously consider resolving for 
“solution” at this crucial juncture. 
It added that Nagas have to stand 
united in spirit and action. 

NSA also stated that Naga politi-
cians have a crucial role to play to 
make the movement successful by 
listening to the urgent call of the 

Naga people. It must also be re-
minded that the time is crucial for 
the Nagas to be united for realisa-
tion of its aspiration. 

NSA has urged the Nagas to 
unitedly strive for achieving the as-
piration of the people. It also urged 
the Naga people to continue appre-
ciating and support the initiative of 
the Core Committee of Nagaland 
Tribal Hohos and Civil Organisa-
tions (CCNTHCO) which is spear-
heading the current movement. 

“The Nagas should further 
strengthen the current movement 
and actively involve the apex pan 
Naga bodies, particularly the Naga 
Hoho. It is also crucial for the lead-
ers of the movement to continu-
ously strive to usher the confidence 
of the Naga people,” it added. 

Dimapur, Feb. 3 (EMN): Dimapur 
police have arrested two persons 
in connection with robbery and 
abduction of government official. 

According to a press release is-

sued by the additional deputy com-
missioner of police and PRO, the 
two accused persons were iden-
tified as Aboto Achumi (27), son 
of Ghoheto Achumi and resident 

of Kikheyi village; and Kenneth G 
Chishi (31), son of Ghovito L Chishi 
of Ghukiye village. The arrest was 
made basing on FIR lodged by the 
victim on December 3 last.
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Guwahati, Feb. 3 (PTI): Five 
major oil and natural gas PSUs 
would set up a joint company 
for a 1500 km gas pipeline at 
an estimated cost of Rs 6000 
crore stretching from Guwahati 
to Tinsukia via Numaligarh to 
supply gas to the NE states, Pe-
troleum Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan said today.

The five PSUs that would 
form the company are ONGC, 
Oil India Limited, Indian Oil 

Corporation, Numaligarh Refin-
ery Limited and GAIL.

“The pipeline would con-
nect Guwahati, Numaligarh 
and Tinsukia in Assam to sup-
ply gas to Arunachal Pradesh, 
Sikkim, Meghalaya, Manipur, 
Mizoram, Nagaland and Tripu-
ra. This pipeline would truly 
make Assam advantageous,” 
Pradhan told reporters on the 
sidelines of the Global Inves-
tors Summit ‘Advantage Assam’ 

here.
The minister said that ear-

lier the people of Assam would 
complain that oil and and gas 
was found in the state but its 
benefit did not reach it. Now the 
Centre has decided to change 
the scenario with the coopera-
tion of the state government, he 
said.

“Assam has the top prior-
ity in oil and gas and projects 
are on to ensure that they reap 

the benefits under the Vision 
Document plan of the Central 
government’’, he said.

GAIL signed an MoU with 
Assam government today and 
many more agreements are ex-
pected to be signed during the 
two-day summit.

The MoU pledged to com-
plete the Rs 3000 crore pipeline 
from Bongaigaon to Guwahati 
which would change the sce-
nario of supply of gas in lower 

Assam and bring in large scale 
industrialisation, the union 
minister said. 

He thanked Assam Chief 
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal 
for organising the summit and 
added “It is, indeed, heartening 
to note that these navaratna, 
maharatna companies along 
with other private and gov-
ernment undertakings plan to 
increase their investments in 
Assam”.

Aizawl, Feb. 3 (PTI): Refu-
gees from Myanmar who 
took shelter in four villages 
in Mizoram’s Lawngtlai 
district are being moved 
to one relief camp at 
Hmawngbuchhuah vil-
lage, district officials said 
today.

They are being moved 
to a single place so that 
they could be given proper 
attention, food, essential 
commodities and relief 
materials, the officials 
said.

The refugees, now 
numbering 1,053, in-
cluding 566 women be-
longing to 244 families, 
are refusing to return to 
their homes in Myanmar, 
though the Assam Rifles 
personnel and the Myan-
marese Army officials said 
that Paletwa and nearby 
villages were safe for the 
people to return.

Earlier, the Myan-

marese nationals fled their 
villages in Myanmar’s Chin 
state and took shelter in 
Mizoram’s Laitlang, Zoch-
achhuah, Dumzautlang 
and Hmawngbuchhuah 
villages since November 
25 last year, an official said.

They fled after the My-
anmarese Army launched 
massive crackdown on the 
Arakan Army (AA) mili-
tants in the area.

The refugees do not 
want to return to Myan-
mar as they fear that land-
mines planted along the 
Mizoram-Myanmar bor-
der, where the Myanmar 
Army and the AA militants 
clashed for months, could 
endanger their lives, the 
official said.  One woman 
was killed by a concealed 
landmine and a man was 
maimed by another land-
mine blast in January near 
the Mizoram-Myanmar 
border in the district.

Kolkata, Feb. 3 (IANS): India’s tea pro-
duction in December 2017 stood at 70.06 
million kg, up by 9.47 per cent from the 
64 million kg produced in the year-ago 
month, according to Tea Board India 
data.

The increase of 6.06 million kg in the 
last month of 2017 was mainly due to the 
rise in production in north India, accord-

ing to the production data.
In north India, Assam’s production 

grew by 10.41 per cent to 27.99 million kg 
in December 2017 as compared to 25.35 
million kg produced in the correspond-
ing month of 2016, while West Bengal’s 
production for the month was at 24.53 
million kg, up by 14.79 per cent from 
21.37 million kg produced in the same 

month of 2016. Taking Assam, West Ben-
gal and others together, the estimated 
crop in north India increased by 11.65 
per cent to 53.84 million kg as against 
48.22 million kg produced in December 
2016. In India, small growers produced 
36.63 million kg in December 2017, as 
against 31.18 million kg produced by 
them in the year-ago month.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 3 (EMN): World Wetlands 
Day was observed widely across Manipur. 
the programme was observed with the 
theme “wetlands for a sustainable future” 
on Feb. 2 Fri.

The state level observation was held 
with the state Forest and environment 
minister Th Shyamkumar as chief guest 
at Thanga village located on the periphery 
of Loktak, the largest freshwater lake in 
northeast.

Shyamkumar requested the locals of 
the area to take proper care of the lake 
while appealing not to use LED lights 
for fishing and other unfriendly things 
to scare migratory birds from coming to 
the lake. The ecology of nature is interde-
pendent on each other so it is necessary 
to save the lake from losing its nature 
inhabitants too, he said.

Other speakers also highlighted how 
the World Wetlands Day started and how 
it was important for the state to preserve 
wetlands besides Loktak.

The day was jointly organised by de-

partment of Environment, Manipur and 
Editors’ Guild of Manipur by holding a 
discussion in Imphal, to spread aware-
ness about the importance of preserving 
wetlands in the urban areas.

Saying that urbanization was lead-
ing to rapid decrease in wetland ar-
eas, Prof. W Vishwanath of Manipur 
University said that the wetlands can 
control air pollution, flood and can also 
promote tourism apart from saving the 
environment if preserved.

The All Loktak Lake Area Fishermen’s 
Union Manipur (ALLAFUM) along with 
indigenous perspectives also observed 
the day at Loktak Floating Elementary 
School at Langolsabi Leikai, Champu 
Khangpok village of Thanga wherein 
ALLAFUM functionary Oinam Rajen ap-
pealed to extend help in addressing their 
issues.

Recognising the importance of wet-
lands, the new government in the state 
has recently allocated 442.24 acres of land 
in Lamphel area as part of the attempt to 
preserve the wetlands.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Feb. 3 (EMN): In 
a move to bring Manipur 
on the “tiger map” of India, 
the first-ever census for 
tigers will be conducted 
in the state as part of the 
All India Tiger Estimation 
drive which is organised 
every four years across the 
country.

The first of its kind ex-
ercise will also cover col-
lection of evidence about 
the presence of other big 
carnivores and herbiv-
ores, sources from the 
state’s Forest department 
said. It is a known fact that 
the tiger is the apex on 
the food chain in a forest 
eco-system. Therfore, its 
presence likely indicate 
good health of a habitat or 

availability of habitat for 
various co-predators and 
herbivores.

If the presence of ti-
gers is noticed, it will be 
a great achievement for 
the state toward develop-
ing ‘tiger tourism’ in the 
state, stakeholders said. 
The department is opti-
mistic that even if habitat 
is found, the department 
may go for introduction of 
tigers from other parts of 
the country as was done 
in various tiger reserves 
with the help of the Na-
tional Tiger Conservation 
Authority (NTCA) of the 
government of India.

There are areas that po-
tentially have tigers in the 
state particularly in Tamen-
glong, Ukhrul and Senapati 

districts, the source said. 
Reports are being received 
regularly from villagers 
in stated areas regarding 
movement of tigers. 

As part of the census 
campaign, a three-day 
training programme of 
Forest field staff was inau-
gurated under the aegis of 
the NTCA and the state’s 
Forest department in Im-
phal on Sat. Feb. 3.

The training pro-
gramme will continue 
till Feb. 5 at Imphal and 
Tamenglong. Scientists 
from the Wildlife Institute 
of India will stay in Tamen-
glong, Ukhrul and Sena-
pati districts till May 31 
and work in coordination 
with local forest staff, it was 
informed.

Dimapur, Feb. 3 (EMN): A 72-hour anti-
corruption drive in ‘mass contact’ areas 
of the Northeast Frontier (NF) Railway 
commenced on Jan. 31. The railway au-
thorities have been launching surprise 
checks in all ‘public interface’ locations 
while interactions with railway users 
also have been conducted.

A press release from NF Railway in 
Maligaon in Assam on Jan. 31 stated 
that the drive was in progress in five di-
visions viz. Katihar, Alipurduar, Rangia, 

Lumding, and Tinsukia. The campaign 
is to convey a message to its employees 
that the authority will not tolerate ‘mal-
practice.’  

It was informed that a staff member 
from Katihar division was penalised 
for overcharging a passenger while an-
other, from the Lumding division, was 
put under suspension when found with 
‘excess amount of money in his custody 
while on duty,’ the updates stated.

‘Surprise night checks’ at book-

ing counters, windows, reservation 
counters, parcel offices, lost-and-
found offices, TTE’s offices and trains 
have also been inspected. Inspections 
are being carried out through RPF 
personnel at  different locations, the 
release stated. 

As the Indian railway has embarked 
on a zero-tolerance policy against cor-
ruption, the NFR will be conducting 
many drives against corruption, the 
release stated.

Imphal Feb. 3 (IANS): A health-
care group in Singapore has an-
nounced it will appoint 50 Ma-
nipuri nurses every year, to cater 
to the growing demand for nurses 
in hospitals and for home care in 
the Southeast Asian country, an 
official said.

This was conveyed to a team 
from Manipur that had gone to 
Mandalay recently for exchang-
ing views on improving business 
and tourism as a part of India’s Act 
East policy. 

K. Palin, managing director of 
Shija Hospitals, the largest private 
healthcare group in Manipur, said, 
“The officials of the healthcare 
firm in Singapore conveyed to 
us that initially 50 nurses from 
Manipur will be appointed. After 
two years they will be promoted 
to staff nurses on the basis of their 

track record.” 
He quoted the official from 

Singapore as saying: “We want 
nurses from Manipur. First, they 
have similar physical features. 
Secondly, they can speak English 
which means that there will be 
no language barrier. Third, and 
most important factor is that the 
Manipuri nurses are hardwork-
ing, friendly and are very sincere 
in their profession”. 

“Since the number of aged 
patients who prefer home care 
services is increasing there is high 
demand for Manipuri nurses. Sal-
ary, allowances of the Manipuri 
nurses and other work conditions 
will be worked out,” Palin said. 
Manipur is the second largest 
nurse producing state in the coun-
try. There are Manipuri nurses in 
all major government and private 

hospitals, clinics and private es-
tablishments in India. 

Many others are employed 
in foreign countries, especially in 
the Gulf. 

L. Satyabati, an unemployed 
nurse in Manipur, said, “The news 
is welcome since there are over 
30,000 unemployed nurses in 
Manipur and counting. Because 
of the alleged cash for job system 
in Manipur, nurses generally com-
ing from poor families cannot get 
jobs. Several nursing students are 
in nursing colleges in India. There 
are two government nursing col-
leges and numerous private nurs-
ing colleges in Manipur.” 

One Manipuri women football 
team also went to Mandalay for 
an exhibition football match with 
the Myanmarese women football 
team. 

Shillong, Feb. 3 (IANS): 
Meghalaya’ ruling Con-
gress on Saturday dared 
the National People’s Party 
(NPP) to first sever ties 
with NDA government to 
prove to the state’s elec-
torate that they are not a 
“proxy party” of the BJP.

“No matter how hard 
the NPP may try to explain 
their position, they cannot 
deny that they are an alli-
ance partner of the BJP at 
the Centre, Manipur and 
Rajasthan,” state Urban 
Affairs Minister, Ronnie V. 
Lyngdoh told journalists in 
response to NPP President 
Wanwei Roy Kharlukhi’s 
statement hinting at a pos-
sibility of post-poll alliance 
with the Congress after 
the February 27 assembly 
polls. 

“The Congress here is 
our opponent. When the 
need arises, we don’t rule 
out in future. But we are 
not working with anybody 
here because we are sure 
that this time we are get-
ting an absolute majority 
and we are sure that we 
don’t have to work with 
anyone,” Kharlukhi told 
journalists.

However, the Congress 
leader termed NPP’s state-
ment was to “fool” the 
people of Meghalaya.

“They are trying very 
hard to convey to the peo-
ple of Meghalaya by saying 
that the NPP is fighting 
the BJP in the state. But 
the people of Meghalaya 
are intelligent and cannot 
be fooled by such false 
claims,” Lyngdoh said.

“If they are so serious, 
why don’t they sever ties 
with the BJP-led NDA and 
North East Democratic Al-
liance (NEDA) instead of 
going overboard project-
ing Bihar Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar as the next 
Prime Minister after the 
2019 Lok Sabha elections,” 
he asked. “It is known to 
everybody that before BJP 
finally decided its candi-
dates that they had called 
NPP leaders from Jaintia 
and Garo Hills to Guwa-
hati and jointly got into 
an exercise on how to field 
and where to field candi-
dates,” he said. 

He also mocked the 
BJP for not being able to 
field candidates in all the 
60 assembly constituen-
cies.

Agartala, Feb. 3 (IANS): 
Three candidates, includ-
ing opposition Congress’ 
official candidate and 
former Tripura Chief Min-
ister Samir Ranjan Bar-
man, on Saturday with-
draw their candidature for 
the February 18 assembly 
polls.

Congress’ Sukumar 
Chandra Das joined the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP).

The ruling Commu-
nist Party of India-Marxist 
(CPI-M) and the Con-
gress slammed the BJP 
for putting “pressure and 
inducement on the can-
didates to withdraw the 
candidature”.

Tribal-based party In-
digenous Nationalist Party 
of Tripura’s (INPT) official 
candidate in Matabari as-
sembly seat (in southern 
Tripura) Tarani Sadhan 
Jamatia also withdrew his 
nomination papers.

With the Congress 
nominee’s withdrawal in 
the Kakraban-Shalgarha 
assembly seat (reserved 
for the scheduled caste), 
there would be direct 
contest between CPI-M 
candidate and Tourism 
Minister Ratan Kumar 
Bhowmik and BJP aspir-
ant Jiten Majumder, who 
is party’s Gomti district 
Vice President.

Surprising political cir-
cles, Barman, state Con-
gress’ former chief, had 
on Wednesday filed his 
nomination paper as an 
independent in his old 
turf Bishalgarh in western 
Tripura. 

The Congress earlier 
expelled the veteran leader 
for six years last April for 
“anti-party activities”.

Barman had contested 
from Bishalgarh constitu-
ency in nine assembly 
elections consecutively 
from 1972 to 2013, win-
ning five times -- in 1972, 
1988, 1993, 1998 and 2003.

He said he took the 
decision after requests by 
BJP state President Biplab 

Kumar Deb and Assam 
minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma, who is BJP’s elec-
tion in-charge for Tripura.

INPT President Bijoy 
Kumar Hrangkhawl made 
it clear that the INPT and 
National Conference of 
Tripura, another tribal 
based party, will jointly 
contest the assembly elec-
tions in 14 seats.

A BJP spokesperson 
said that witnessing the 
statewide overwhelming 
wave in favour of the BJP, 
the Congress candidate 
has taken the right deci-
sion by joining the party.

“This will help us and 
further demoralise the 
Congress which is already 
virtually out of the con-
test,” the spokesperson 
said.

Vehemently criticis-
ing the BJP, CPI-M cen-
tral committee member 
Gautam Das said that the 
saffron party, fearing de-
feat, used corrupt method 

to forcibly win over the 
people.

Tripura Pradesh Con-
gress Vice President Tapas 
Dey told the media: “The 
BJP has imported the im-
moral tactics in the other-
wise politically fair ground 
of Tripura and is polluting 
the electoral politics of the 
state.”

The BJP is contesting 
51 seats in the 60-member 
Tripura Assembly. It has 
left nine seats for its elec-
toral ally, the Indigenous 
People’s Front of Tripura 
(IPFT), a tribal-based par-
ty agitating for creation of 
a separate state containing 
Tripura Tribal Areas Au-
tonomous District Council 
areas.

The CPI-M-led Left 
Front and the Congress 
besides other smaller par-
ties have put up candi-
dates in all the 60 constitu-
encies. 

Votes will be counted 
on March 3.

PTI

Union home minister Rajnath Singh at an elec on rally ahead of assembly elec ons in Agartala, Tripura on 
Saturday. 

1500 km pipeline in Assam to supply gas to NE states

Myanmar refugees 
from four villages 
moved to relief camp 

Tea production up by 9.47% in Dec. 2017

Manipur observes World Wetlands Day

Manipur to conduct census of tigers in state  

NFR anti-corruption drive: Employees penalised, suspended 

Singapore healthcare group to appoint 
50 Manipuri nurses every year — Official

Congress dares Meghalaya’s 
NPP to sever ties with NDA

Three nominees leave poll contest in Tripura

NEWS IN BRIEF
Security forces apprehend two 
NSCN (R) cadres 
Dimapur, Feb. 3 (EMN): A self-styled “major” 
Ngigong Mungrey and self-styled “private” Jongsham 
Chena of the NSCN (R) have been apprehended on 
Feb. 2 by security forces in Arunachal Pradesh. This 
was stated in a press note issued by the Press Infor-
mation Bureau (defence wing) on Feb. 3. Based on 
a specific input about a cadre who was said to have 
been trying to terrorize and extort money in Lingtoi 
village, the security forces launched an operation and 
apprehended the cadres besides seizing two pistols, 
and live ammunition, among other ‘incriminating 
evidence.’  Also, both the cadres are said to have been 
involved in fire fight with security forces on Aug. 28 
2017 during which a cache of weapons were recov-
ered from the site.     

Dogs bite 3,397 people in a year 
in Mizoram
Aizawl, Feb. 3 (PTI): When a dog bites a man, it is not 
news, they say. But when 3,397 people are bitten by 
dogs in a year, it may be one. A record maintained by 
Economics and Statistics department of Mizoram 
government said, 3,397 people of the state, mainly 
from urban areas, suffered dog bites during 2016-
2017 financial year. It said 1,363 of these victims were 
women and one person died due to dog bite during 
the period. Not just canine cases, the department 
has records of nips by cats and rats, besides snake 
bites. At least 101 people including 55 women were 
bitten by cats, and 37 people - of whom 15 were 
women - were bitten by rats during the same period.  
Altogether 221 snake bite cases were recorded by the 
department in the state in 2016-2017.

Tripura High Court to get new CJ
Agartala, Feb. 3 (IANS): Justice Ajay Rastogi, a senior 
judge of the Rajasthan High Court, is likely to be the 
Chief Justice of Tripura High Court, a high court of-
ficial said here on Saturday. The incumbent Chief 
Justice, T. Vaiphei, would retire on February 28, the 
official said. Recommending Justice Rastogi’s name, 
the Supreme Court Collegium headed by Chief Jus-
tice Dipak Misra said: “...the Collegium finds Justice 
Rastogi suitable in all respects for being appointed 
as Chief Justice of Tripura High Court.” Against the 
sanctioned strength of four judges, the posts of two 
judges in Tripura High Court were lying vacant for 
more than one year.  Along with Tripura, separate 
High Courts were also set up in Manipur and Meg-
halaya in 2013.

IED recovered in poll-bound 
Meghalaya
Tura (Meghalaya), Feb. 3 (IANS): Averting a major 
tragedy, SF-10 commandos recovered a roadside 
improvised explosive device (IED) in poll-bound 
Meghalaya’s East Garo Hills district on Saturday, po-
lice said. “The 5-kg bomb was recovered on the road 
near Rongre river on the way to Nengmandal area 
and it was later detonated on the spot, Meghalaya 
police chief Swaraj Bir Singh told IANS. Police sus-
pect that it could be the handiwork of the outlawed 
Garo National Liberation Army.

Agartala, Feb. 3 (IANS): Former Tripura BJP chief 
Ronajoy Kumar Deb has resigned from the party after 
being denied a ticket for the February 18 state polls.

Ronajoy Kumar Deb was BJP’s Tripura Pradesh 
President for five years from 2001.

In his letter to state party president Biplab Kumar 
Deb, he said: “Since the party has decided not to nomi-
nate me from the Bagbasa Assembly constituency (in 
northern Tripura) in the assembly elections... I have 
decided to resign from the party.”

Deb had written his resignation letter on January 
27 but released it to the media on Saturday.

Terming the resignation as “unfortunate and un-
expected”, BJP spokesman Mrinal Kanti Deb said he 
had joined the party in early 80’s and had worked a lot 
for it. “He should not quit the party over mere denial 
of party ticket.”

The BJP is contesting 51 seats in the 60-member 
Tripura Assembly. It has left nine seats for its electoral 
ally, the Indigenous People’s Front of Tripura (IPFT), a 
tribal-based party agitating for creation of a separate 
state containing Tripura Tribal Areas Autonomous 
District Council areas. 

Meanwhile, state BJP President Biplab Kumar Deb 
on Saturday claimed that around 1,635 supporters of 
ruling Communist Party of India-Marxist and other 
parties joined the BJP on Saturday.

Ex-BJP Tripura chief resigns 
over denial of poll ticket
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Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley during the launch of CriSidEx, a sentiment index for micro, small and 
medium enterprises developed by the CRISIL and the SIDBI in New Delhi on Saturday.

Tea production up by 9.47% in December 2017

LTCG tax reintroduction leads 
to equities’ steepest fall

New India Assurance net profit 
zooms to INR 617 cr. in Q3MSMEs to lead consolidation 

phase of economy — Jaitley

ing Tamil Nadu, Kerala 
and Karnataka, the tea 
production increased by 
2.79 per cent to 16.22 mil-
lion kg in December 2017 
as against 15.78 million kg 
produced in December 

2016.
In India, small growers 

produced 36.63 million 
kg in December 2017, as 
against 31.18 million kg 
produced by them in the 
year-ago month.

Air Arabia 
launches �ights 
to Moscow
Sharjah, Feb 3 (IANS/
WAM): Air Arabia on Sat-
urday announced the 
launch of its inaugural 
flight to Moscows Sher-
emetyevo International 
Airport, adding a second 
route for travel to the Rus-
sian capital.

The inaugural flight 
landed in Sheremetyevo 
International Airport led 
by an Air Arabia delega-
tion headed by the Airline 
Group Chief Executive Of-
ficer.  The delegation was 
received by Sheremetyevo 
Airport officials.

Air Arabia announced 
that the flight will initially 
operate four times a week 
on Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays and Sundays, be-
fore being upgraded to a 
daily service from March 
1, 2018.

“We thank the Rus-
sian authorities and Sher-
emetyevo International 
Airport for their warm 
welcome. Moscow is a 
metropolis that brims 
with culture and Sher-
emetyevo adds a conven-
ient gateway to enter and 
discover this historic city,” 
said Adel Al Ali, Group 
Chief Executive Officer of 
Air Arabia.

‘3DEXPERIENCE 
Marketplace’ out
New Delhi, Feb. 3 (IANS): 
Global 3D experience ma-
jor Dassault Systemes has 
launched “3DEXPERI-
ENCE Marketplace” -- its 
online ecosystem for indus-
trial services and content 
providers.

The Cloud-based “Mar-
ketplace” is a new trading 
platform for digital design, 
engineering and manufac-
turing transactions. It fea-
tures 50 digital manufac-
turers with more than 500 
machines and 30 million 
components from 600 sup-
pliers.  The move will allow 
them to iterate on design 
and manufacturing specifi-
cations, ensure that a part 
or product can be manufac-
tured, and reduce risk and 
errors, the company said in 
a statement. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

Mumbai, Feb. 3 (IANS): The Indian eq-
uity markets witnessed the steepest fall 
since November 2016 -- when demon-
etisation was put into effect -- after the 
long-term capital gains (LTCG) tax on 
equities was re-introduced in the Union 
Budget for 2018-19, leading the Sensex 
to shed over 800 points and the Nifty50 
over 200 points in a single day.

Breaking an eight-week winning 
streak, the key equity indices gave way 
to the bears following a huge sell-off in 
the markets on the last trading day of the 
week. On a weekly basis, the barometer 
30-scrip Sensitive Index (Sensex) tanked 
983.60 points or 2.73 per cent to close 
trade at 35,066.75 points.

The wider Nifty50 of the National 
Stock Exchange (NSE) closed the week’s 
trade at 10,760.60 points -- shedding 
309.05 points or 2.79 per cent from its 
previous week’s close.

Market observers said disappointing 
announcements in the Budget like on the 
LTCG tax and a higher-than-expected fis-
cal deficit target for 2018-19 dampened 
the risk-taking appetite of investors.

“Domestic markets closed lower as 
investors were disappointed after the 
government proposed 10 per cent LTCG 
tax on equity gains above Rs 1 lakh in 
the Union Budget. The sentiments also 
got spooked after the finance minister 
revised upward its fiscal deficit target,” 
D.K. Aggarwal, Chairman and Managing 
Director of SMC Investments and Advi-
sors, told IANS.

“Also, market mood got badly suf-
fered after Fitch Ratings on Friday said 
high debt burden of the government 
constrains India’s rating upgrade. Mean-
while, the divestment target for 2018-19 
has been set at Rs 80,000 crore,” he added. 
In the Budget announced on Thursday, 
Finance Minster Arun Jaitley proposed 
to tax LTCG on equities exceeding Rs 1 
lakh at 10 per cent, which is expected to 
bring in revenue of Rs 20,000 crore.

The government also revised up-
wards its fiscal deficit target for 2017-
18 to 3.5 per cent of the gross domestic 
product, or the equivalent of Rs 5.9 lakh 
crore, which was higher than the earlier 
target of 3.2 per cent for the current fis-
cal. “The week gone by saw the Nifty cor-
recting sharply. This week’s losses came 
after eight consecutive weeks of gains,” 

Cook for House, Hotel & Restaurant
Receptionist for Hotel  
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URGENTLY NEEDED
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Contact: 8974201741

MATHEMATICS- B SC 
SCIENCE - B SC 

HINDI- BA
SALARY NEGOTIABLE

WANTED TEACHERS

K-1549 CONTACT- 8731 86 7422

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF LABOUR

New Capital Complex
NAGALAND, KOHIMA.NO.LBR-305/91(Vol-I) Dated Kohima, the        th Feb, 2018

PRESIDING OFFICER LABOUR COURT, DIMAPUR: 1 POST; in the Pay Band PB-3: Rs. 15600-39100 with 
Grade Pay Rs.7600. 
Minimum Qualification: A person shall not be qualified for appointment as the presiding officer unless-

Applications are invited from individuals who qualify in any of the above listed qualifications from SI. No. (a) to (d), 
and also qualify in Si. No. (e) & (f). The application should contain detail resume supported by relevant documents 
including contact member, which may be submitted on or before 15th February 2018 to the following address: 

The Labour Commissioner
Directorate of Labour

Near Nagaland Civil Secretariat
Nagaland, Kohima - 797004

Sd/- (Er. L. NUNGSHIYANGER AIER) 
Labour Commissioner 

Nagaland, Kohima. Issued by DIPR

a) He/She is, or has been, a Judge of a High court; or 
b) He/She has, for a period of not less than three years, been a District Judge or an Additional District Judge; or 
c) He/She has held any judicial office in India for not less than seven years; or 
d) He/She has been the presiding officer of a Labour Court constituted under any Provincial Act or State 

Act for not less than five years. 
e) He/She should be an independent person. 
f) He/She should not have completed 65 years of age as on 31st January 2018. 

POST ADVERTISEMENT

KG-2293

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA
CIVIL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION

MISCELLANEOUS APPLICATION NO.187 OF 2017
IN

CONTEMPT PETITON (C) NO.411 OF 2014
AVISHEK RAJA & ORS .  PETITIONER (S) 

VERSUS
SANJAY GUPTA  RESPONDENT (S) 

1. Upon hearing the learned counsel for the applicant we clarify our Judgment dated 19.06.2017 
to mean that dispute(s) referred for adjudication under Section 17(2) of the Working 
Journalists and Other Newspaper Employees (Conditions of Service) and Miscellaneous 
Provisions Act, 1955 will be disposed of by the concerned Labour Court/ Industrial Tribunal 
as expeditiously as possible, preferably, within six months of the reference being made. 

2. With the aforesaid clarification the miscellaneous application is disposed of. 
Sd, J

(RANJAN GOGOI)
Sd, J

(NAVIN SINHA)NEW DELHI 
OCTOBER 13, 2017 

O R D E R

KG-2292

New Delhi, Feb 3 (PTI): 
Terming the MSME sec-
tor as the backbone of 
the economy, Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley 
today said the sector 
would lead the current 
consolidation phase of 
the economy.

“Having gone through 
a series of very major 
structural reforms in the 
past two years, now (this) 
also is a phase for con-
solidation as far as the 
economy is concerned. 
And this phase of con-
solidation will also be 
led by the MSME sector,” 
he said after launching 
CriSidEx, the first sen-
timent index for micro 
and small enterprises 
(MSEs).

Jaitley further said the 
health of the sector is ex-
tremely vital to the econ-
omy and with a number 
of steps taken there is an 
increased integration of 
the sector into the for-
mal economy.

Pointing out that it 
is one of the largest em-
ployers, he said, “This is 
one sector where people 
not only exhibit their en-

trepreneurial skills, be-
come part of large value 
chains but then also be-
come job creators in the 
process.” 

That is the reason 
why the bulk of the jobs 
in manufacturing, trad-
ing have been created in 
this particular sector, the 
finance minister added.

He also said that in 
a country with a vast 
population, the scope 
for employment either 
in government or in the 
large industry has a lim-
ited potential.

CriSidEx, developed 
jointly by CRISIL and 
SIDBI, is a composite in-
dex based on a diffusion 
index of 8 parameters, 
and measures MSE busi-
ness sentiment on a scale 
of 0 (extremely negative) 
to 200 (extremely posi-
tive). This objective in-
dex will be of some use 
to individual companies 
but certainly it will be of 
much greater use as far 
as policymakers are con-
cerned so that the neces-
sary changes can also be 
brought in, to ensure that 
the government contin-

ues to perform its role as 
a facilitator as far as the 
sector is concerned, he 
said.

“I see a great value 
in this index as much 
as in the series of the 
data, the series of senti-
ment, which will show, 
what are the challenges 
to that sector, what are 
the strength of that sec-
tor, what is the cause of 
optimism, where is that 
the shoe pinches...,” he 
added.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Financial Servic-
es Secretary Rajiv Kumar 
said the launch of index 
is very timely because 
the government has re-
ally enabled MSME in 
terms of credit needs 
and taxation relief in the 
last 4-5 months.

“In respect of 
‘Udayamimitra’, I would 
say it’s virtual platform 
now and 3,300 cases 
have been sanctioned 
amounting to Rs 750 
crore in the last 4-5 
months,” Kumar said.

The banks have 
been fully capitalised, 
their lending capac-

ity has increased. It is 
really right time that 
this Udayamimitra on-
line portal becomes re-
ally effective and more 
and more lending takes 
place, he said.

Similarly, on the part 
of Trade Receivables 
Discounting System 
(TReDS), a large number 
of PSU and PSBs have al-
ready come on board, he 
said.

“Banks are really 
ready to support the 
MSME sector and they 
being major employ-
ment generator and I am 
sure we will not fail on 
this aspect,” he said.

Noting that it is 
MSME which generates 
most of the employment, 
Economic Affairs Secre-
tary S C Garg said a lot of 
them talk about 6-7 crore 
fundamental enterprises 
in the country, if they 
get their online ID from 
Aadhaar as an enterprise 
ID that will also facilitate 
their process towards 
formalisation.

“It will also facilitate 
their ease of doing busi-
ness.

With one single enter-
prise ID it is possible that 
26-27 business registra-
tion will not be required. 
And it will be possibly 
much easier to file their 
returns,” Garg said.

Talking about benefit 
of index SIDBI Chairman 
and Managing Direc-
tor Mohammad Mustafa 
said it captures the senti-
ment of MSEs very well, 
and therefore would do 
two crucial things.

It would be an ac-
curate barometer of on-
the-ground trends given 
that not much statistical 
light emanates now from 
MSE geographies and 
play an important role in 
addressing financial and 
developmental gaps in 
the MSE ecosystem, he 
added.

Chennai, Feb. 3 (IANS): Public sector 
general insurer, New India Assurance 
Company Ltd, on Saturday said it has 
posted a net profit of Rs 617.28 crore for 
the quarter ended December 31, 2017.

The company drastically brought 
down its underwriting loss (roughly pre-
mium minus claims paid plus operating 
expenses) to Rs 464.30 crore for the quar-
ter ended December 31, 2017 from Rs 
1,036.89 crore posted during the quarter 
ended December 31, 2016. 

In a regulatory filing in BSE, the com-
pany said it had posted a net profit of 
Rs 617.28 crore for the quarter ended 
December 31, 2017, up from a loss of 
Rs 23.69 crore posted during the corre-
sponding quarter the previous year.

For the quarter under review, the 
company has earned a total income of 
Rs 5,900.68 crore up from Rs 4,729.18 
crore earned during the corresponding 
quarter of the previous year.

New India Assurance saw premium 
downfall in its aviation and liability insur-
ance business segments while it logged 
growth in all other business verticals.

“The results have improved substan-
tially due to improvement in combined 
ratio. The drop in combined ratio was 
aided by lower claims ratio and operating 
expense ratio due to various steps taken 
by the Company. The General Insurance 
Industry is poised for a great growth and 
New India as a market leader will play a 
very significant role in the growth of the 
market,” G. Srinivasan, Chairman and 
Managing Director said. “The National 
Healthcare Protection Scheme an-
nounced by the Government is a game 
changer and will contribute to insurance 
penetration going up in a big way. The 
Insurance Sector will also be greatly ben-
efitted by various measures announced 
in the Budget to improve Rural economy 
and Infrastructure,” he added.

Kolkata, Feb. 3 (IANS): 
India’s tea production in 
December 2017 stood at 
70.06 million kg, up by 
9.47 per cent from the 64 
million kg produced in 
the year-ago month, ac-
cording to Tea Board In-
dia data.

The increase of 6.06 
million kg in the last 
month of 2017 was main-
ly due to the rise in pro-
duction in north India, 
according to the produc-
tion data. In north India, 
Assam’s production grew 
by 10.41 per cent to 27.99 
million kg in December 
2017 as compared to 25.35 
million kg produced in 
the corresponding month 
of 2016, while West Ben-
gal’s production for the 
month was at 24.53 mil-
lion kg, up by 14.79 per 
cent from 21.37 million 
kg produced in the same 
month of 2016.

Taking Assam, West 
Bengal and others to-
gether, the estimated crop 
in north India increased 
by 11.65 per cent to 53.84 
million kg as against 48.22 
million kg produced in 
December 2016.

In south India, includ-

Deepak Jasani, Head, Retail Research, 
HDFC Securities, told IANS.

“Sectorally, there were no gainers. 
The top losers were the realty, pharma, 
PSU banks and energy indices,” he 
added. On the currency front, the rupee 
weakened by 51 paise to close at 64.06 
against the US dollar from its last week’s 
close at 63.55.

Provisional figures from the stock 
exchanges showed that foreign institu-
tional investors purchased scrips worth 
Rs 2,099.45 crore, while domestic insti-
tutional investors worth Rs 145.73 crore 
during the week.

Figures from the National Securities 
Depository (NSDL) revealed that for-
eign portfolio investors bought equities 
worth Rs 2,923.18 crore, or $460.08 mil-
lion, during January 29 and February 2.

Arpit Jain, AVP at Arihant Capital 
Markets, said: “This week, the Indian 
equity benchmarks fell 2.75 per cent the 
most since demonetisation week.” 

“Both the indices fell by 2.4 per cent a 
day after government announced to tax 
equity investments held for more than a 
year to boost its revenue,” Jain told IANS. 
The top weekly Sensex gainers were: Ma-
hindra and Mahindra (up 1.73 per cent 
at Rs 768.50); Indusind Bank (up 1.54 per 
cent at Rs 1,755.60); Hero MotoCorp (up 
1.51 per cent at Rs 3,623.65); Tata Con-
sultancy Services (up 1 per cent at Rs 
3,149.15); and Hindustan Unilever (up 
0.11 per cent at Rs 1,372.70).

The losers were: Dr. Reddys Lab 
(down 15.25 per cent at Rs 2,122.10); Tata 
Steel (down 8.60 per cent at Rs 669.70); 
Axis Bank (down 7.95 per cent at Rs 
564.95); ONGC (down 7.59 per cent at Rs 
192.45); and Bharti Airtel (down 6.81 per 
cent at Rs 421.80).
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PATH
In our natural state, we all fall short of it (Romans 3:23).

Jesus was the radiance of it (Hebrews 1:3), and those who knew Him saw it (John 1:14).

And we are promised that at the end of time, heaven will shine with it in splendor so great there will be no 
need for the sun (Revelation 21:23).

What is the “it” in all those statements above?

Thank You, heavenly Father, for the glimpse of Your glory that we see now, for the glory that we know 
exists in our Savior, and for the sure hope of the full knowledge of glory that we  

will experience in heaven. 

It is Amazing!
BIBLE READ:  REVELATION 21:1–3, 10–11, 23    
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

~ Psalm 72:19 nkjv
We can see and enjoy the glory of God both now and forever.

Matt Brown | crosswalk.com

Naga Shisha Hoho Prayer Warriors Divine Revelation 

6 Proven Ways to Stand Strong in the Face of Spiritual Warfare

God's word for: 
(A) State leaders:-
1. What kind of Christian do you 
think you are? Where are you go-
ing, and what is your stand and po-
sition as a Christian today? 

If you have not lived in accord-
ance to Christian values and prin-
ciples, you will be judged and the 
words revealed in Revelation 9:6 
will fall upon you. The verse says: 
"And in those days shall men seek 
death, and shall not find it; and 
shall desire to die, and death shall 
flee from them." 2. When you took 
your Baptism, you made a Cov-
enant with the Lord. Where are 
those Covenant gone? Since you 
did not keep the Baptism Cov-

enant you will be punished. The 
punishment will fall upon you and 
your children and your children's 
children and God will reject you. 
Exodus 20:3-5 says "Thou shalt 
have no other gods before me. 
Thou shalt not make unto thee any 
graven image, or any likeness of 
any thing that is in heaven above, 
or that is in the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth. 
Thou shalt not bow down thyself to 
them, nor serve them: for I the Lord 
thy God am a jealous God, visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate me." 
(B) National workers:-
1. Revelations 2:4-5 says "Never-

theless I have somewhat against 
thee, because thou hast left thy 
first love. Remember therefore 
from whence thou art fallen, and 
repent, and do the first works; or 
else I will come unto thee quickly, 
and will remove thy candlestick 
out of his place, except thou re-
pent." God says you have forsaken 
your first love, therefore repent do 
the first thing.

 2. Do  our best to be under the 
obedience of God and stand firm. 
Romans 8:33-35 says, "Who shall 
lay any thing to the charge of God's 
elect? It is God that justifieth. Who 
is he that condemneth? It is Christ 
that died, yea rather, that is risen 
again, who is even at the right hand 
of God, who also maketh interces-

sion for us. Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? shall tribu-
lation, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword?" But you have put your 
trust in man's power and strength 
and not on the living God. This is 
why you have become timid and 
heart has become small. Therefore 
Psalms 20:6-8 tells us, "Now know 
I that the Lord saveth his anoint-
ed; he will hear him from his holy 
heaven with the saving strength of 
his right hand. Some trust in chari-
ots, and some in horses: but we will 
remember the name of the Lord 
our God. They are brought down 
and fallen: but we are risen, and 
stand upright." And Psalms 118:8-
11 says, "It is better to trust in the 

Lord than to put confidence in 
man. It is better to trust in the Lord 
than to put confidence in princes. 
All nations compassed me about: 
but in the name of the Lord will I 
destroy them. They compassed me 
about; yea, they compassed me 
about: but in the name of the Lord 
I will destroy them." 
(C) NG0s:-
 1. Most of the NGO leaders do 
not go to Church, do not visit the 
prayer house, do not read the Bible 
and do not fast and prayer. With 
this attitude and life style how will 
you lead the Nagas? Without seek-
ing and knowing the will of God 
where will you lead the Naga peo-
ple? This is why NGO leaders will 

mislead and take the Nagas to the 
wrong direction. A blind man can-
not lead the people. The message 
of Matthew 7:5 is telling the NGO 
leaders, "Thou hypocrite, first cast 
out the beam out of thine own eye; 
and then shalt thou see clearly to 
cast out the mote out of thy broth-
er's eye." 

(D) If Nagas do not repent and 
turn to obey the word of God, 
bloodshed will come to Naga-
land. This is why Naga leaders 
need to change their ways and 
for all Naga people to pray for our 
Naga situation to change accord-
ing to God's will. 

Rev. Puduhü Khüsoh 
Vezalhü Chakhesang

I'm not sure when the term "spiritual 
warfare" was coined, but in my research 
I've discovered it mentioned as early as 

the 1600's.
Spiritual warfare is depicted (without 

using the term) back to the writing of the 
New Testament as Paul stated:

"Put on the full armor of God, so that 
you can take your stand against the devil’s 
schemes. For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the powers 
of this dark world and against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly realms." (Eph-
esians 6:11-12)

For though we live in the world, we do 
not wage war as the world does. The weap-
ons we fight with are not the weapons of 
the world. On the contrary, they have divine 
power to demolish strongholds. We demol-
ish arguments and every pretension that 
sets itself up against the knowledge of God, 
and we take captive every thought to make 
it obedient to Christ. (2 Corinthians 10:3-5)
Here are 4 proven ways to stand strong in 
the face of spiritual warfare:

1. Know that spiritual warfare is very real.
Spiritual warfare doesn't have to be some 
weird, confusing, overly spiritual thing. It 
can be recognized, clearly labeled and en-
dured in God's strength. Recognizing that 
the Bible often warns that we will face spir-
itual warfare, is your first step to being on 
guard against it. And in recognizing that 
spiritual warfare is real, we can also know 
that we are given the tools we need to com-
bat it, outlined in Ephesians 6:

"Finally, be strong in the Lord and in 
his mighty power.Put on the full armor 
of God, so that you can take your stand 
against the devil’s schemes.For our struggle 
is not against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against 
the powers of this dark world and against 

the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms.Therefore put on the full armor of 
God, so that when the day of evil comes, 
you may be able to stand your ground, and 
after you have done everything, to stand.
Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buck-
led around your waist, with the breastplate 
of righteousness in place, and with your feet 
fitted with the readiness that comes from 
the gospel of peace.In addition to all this, 
take up the shield of faith, with which you 
can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the 
evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers and requests" (Es-
phesians 6:10-18).
2. Don't call everything spiritual warfare.
We will all face hardship in this life. Even 
as believers, we will face hardships - some-
times even because of our faith! Jesus 
promised this, and the Church has always 
experienced this reality.

Not every hardship in life is spiritual 
warfare. As they say, "don't look for a de-
mon under every rock."

Sometimes what we perceive as spiritu-
al warfare may actually be God testing and 
refining us (Psalm 66:10, 1 Peter 1:7, Isaiah 
48:10, Proverbs 17:3), or it could even be us 
reaping what we've sown. (Galatians 6:7-8, 
Proverbs 19:3)

That being said, we should also recog-
nize that sometimes there's a spiritual real-
ity to what we are facing.
3. Know how to recognize spiritual  
warfare.
Here is what it often looks like:

Spiritual warfare most often happens 
right before or after God uses us for power-
ful ministry impact, or right before or after 
God moves in our own spiritual lives in a 
significant way.

Spiritual warfare often comes in an at-
tempt to steal our happiness in God and 
His work in our lives. If God has opened a 
door of opportunity for you, or is further-

ing you along in His calling on your life, and 
suddenly something happens that damp-
ens your joy, that could very well be spirit-
ual warfare in an attempt to draw you away 
from your joy in God.

Spiritual warfare may look like unusual 
adversity that has unusual timing right be-
fore or after God uses you for kingdom im-
pact, or does something significant in you.

Spiritual warfare can also look like 
unusual temptation right before or after 
God uses you for kingdom impact, or does 
something significant in you. Years ago, 
I read Jim Elliot's journals, and noticed 
he experienced unusual temptation the 
month before he was martyred for bringing 
the gospel to an unreached tribe. The story 
of his sacrifice has impacted millions of be-
lievers to abandon all for the sake of getting 
the gospel to the unreached.

For pastors, spiritual warfare often 
comes in the way of unusual relationship 
struggles, where a deacon or member in 
the church causes abnormal issues for the 
pastor, causing them to be exhausted and 
discouraged. My grandfather in-law and 
father in-law led our church for a half cen-
tury, and most often their greatest challeng-
es were specific individuals in the church, 
especially a deacon, who would cause ab-
normal issues that resulted in most of the 
pain of their ministry. My grandfather in-
law would often take it to private prayer. 
His prayer was, "God, change their hearts 
or move them out."
4. Double back on your joy & peace in the 
Lord.
Spiritual warfare often comes right before 
unprecedented seasons of God's blessing. If 
you are experiencing unusual adversity and 
the timing seems odd as you are simply try-
ing to make an impact for the kingdom of 
God, be encouraged that God may be about 
to bless your efforts significantly.

Often spiritual warfare is the enemy's 
attempt to steal our happiness about what 
God is doing in our lives. Don't take the 

bait! Double back on your peace and joy in 
God, and His sovereignty over every situa-
tion in your life. 

Nehemiah told the people, "Go and en-
joy choice food and sweet drinks, and send 
some to those who have nothing prepared. 
This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, 
for the joy of the LORD is your strength." 
(Nehemiah 8:10) In moments where God is 
moving, and blessing and spiritual warfare 
comes your way, don't let it steal your joy - 
enjoy, and be satisfied and grateful for eve-
rything God has done for you, and is about 
to do through you!

If you need to, pray with David, "Restore 
to me the joy of your salvation and grant me 
a willing spirit, to sustain me." (Psalm 51:12)

Jesus promised he would give us a peace 
that this world cannot take away, and that 
surpasses understanding. (John 14:27; 
Philippians 4:7)
5. Know you're making a difference.
Spiritual warfare often comes when we are 
about to make a dent for God's kingdom 
which brings glory to God.

If you are encountering spiritual war-
fare, know that God is using you, and you 
are making a difference. In fact, the greater 
the spiritual warfare likely means the great-
er the impact you are having for the king-
dom.

My friend Jon Bloom (he's also my fa-
vorite author!) shared a powerful blog 
about spiritual warfare that has helped me 
immensely. He writes:

In war a breakthrough only really mat-
ters if it occurs at a strategic location. And 
the evidence that a location is strategic is al-
most always revealed by the amount of en-
emy forces amassed to protect it. An enemy 
led by skilled generals plans to ferociously 
protect what it prizes highly. 

But we must keep in mind that strategic 
ground is not yielded easily. Whether we’re 
battling for breakthroughs against our own 
stubborn sin or the unbelief of a loved one 
or breakthroughs in the missional advance 

of our local church, reaching unreached 
peoples, rescuing persecuted believers, 
orphans, sex slaves, or the unborn, we are 
up against “spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12). We don’t 
know exactly what that means, except that 
these forces are very strong.

So if you are encountering spiritual war-
fare, you may be about to see a strategic 
breakthrough for the kingdom of God, for 
freedom in people's lives, and for the glory 
of God. Keep going!
6. Keep praying & trusting the Lord.
The Bible tells a story about the disciples 
praying for a boy to be delivered from de-
mons and it didn't work. Jesus came along 
and the boy was set free. The disciples had 
already been used by God to see this in 
other people's lives - what were they failing 
to do here? Jesus said, "This kind can only 
come out by prayer." (Mark 9:29)

Jesus was teaching them about prevail-
ing prayer. Some things must be prayed 
through over a period of years. Never lose 
faith that God can and will move on your 
behalf. 

But Jesus was also trying to teach them 
to take their prayer life to another level. For 
the battle you are facing, one of the greatest 
ways you can stand strong is to step up your 
prayer life:

Begin a season of extra prayer. Pray 
more than you normally set aside time to.

Invite several prayerful friends to seri-
ously pray along with you. Share your strug-
gles or challenges with a confidant, and 
have them pray along with you.

God's Word tells us to "Endure suffer-
ing, as a good soldier of Christ." (2 Timothy 
2:3) There will be seasons in life where we 
simply need to endure, and we can stand 
strong by stepping up our prayer life, and 
deepening our trust in God and his good-
ness.

"I remain confident of this: I will see the 
goodness of the LORD in the land of the liv-
ing." (Psalm 27:13)

Prem Rawat

A World Without Judgment Genetic Counsellors Play Major Role in 
Early Detection of Cancer (Health Tips)

I 
want to feel good every single living sec-
ond of my life. I do. What does that mean 
to me? Priority number one. And what 
else does that mean? It means to try and 

try and never give up. Never, ever give up the 
effort to achieve it a hundred percent. The 
beauty of this choice is that you don’t have to 
be a rocket scientist to be able to do it. Any-
body can do it. Anybody.

There is a place where a human being is 
not judged. Good, bad, right, wrong are not 
the issues. Wouldn’t you like to live in a place 
like that - a place where you are not looked at 
according to what you have done? Don’t we 
feel lucky, to know that it doesn’t follow the 
world’s social structure? It doesn’t say, “You 
are a good director of so-and-so Company. 
All right, you can come in.” No. It does not 
say, “Okay, you are a nun. You can come in,” 
or “You are a monk, fine. You got it.” No, It 
doesn’t matter who you are, rich or poor. No 
judgment; no judgment whatsoever. Is there 
a world like that? Absolutely - and it is within 
you.

We do not need anybody else to judge us, 
right? We can very easily do that ourselves. 
And, of course, in case we ever miss, there is 
the world waiting to judge us. And if the world 
misses, you have your relatives. It is like there 
are all these built in safety checks, just in case 
somebody misses.

Yet, there isn’t a single person in this world 
who likes to be judged. Is there a place where 

I will not be judged? Is there a place where 
there can be an acceptance for who I am 
and not for what I have done? That would 
really be something to be thankful for—not 
to have to weigh myself against my accom-
plishments and my failures. Because if I have 
to look at my failures, what am I going to be 
thankful for? And that is the story of so many, 
many people. Gratitude does not come like it 
should—naturally—because the barricades 
of judgment stand in the way. In this world, 
the sweetest thing has been contaminated by 
the burden of judgment.

But there is a world, where there is no 
judgment. There is a love—a love that can 
reach every human being and touch every 
human heart. There is a feeling. There is an 
understanding. And that is the world inside of 
you. Which world do you want?

This is what Prem Rawat, an Interna-
tional Speaker on the topic of Humanity and 
Peace says. The honorary title “Ambassador of 
Peace” has been bestowed upon him by Gov-
ernmental and academic institutions because 
of his ability to inspire global audiences. He is 
also closely involved in various humanitarian 
programs and projects. In 2001, he started, 
The Prem Rawat Foundation (TPRF), with a 
mission to address the fundamental human 
needs of food, water and peace. TPRF’s-Food 
for People, is an innovative program that pro-
vides nutritious meals to children and ailing 
adults in India, Nepal and Ghana. 

(Prem Rawat’s message is available on 
timelesstoday.com and rajvidyakender.org.)

E
very family has had 
close relatives who 
have been victims of 
cancer. In most cas-

es, we feel the pangs of the 
suffering and are concerned 
about what they and their 
immediate families must be 
going through.

But we often do not pay 
the necessary amount of at-
tention to how this could im-
pact us until someone who 
is extremely close to us such 
as our parents or siblings is 
diagnosed. Then we are of-
ten left thinking: "If we could 
have done something to pre-
vent this and if there was a 
way that this risk could have 
been minimised." It also rais-
es the question if we are also 
at risk of developing cancer.

Up to 10 per cent of can-
cer cases have a hereditary 
component. This essentially 
means that despite healthy 
lifestyle habits, if we have 
inherited a bad copy of a 

gene that plays a role in cell 
renewal, we are always at a 
greater risk of developing 
cancer.

Two of the best-known 
such genes are BRCA1 and 
BRCA2, which infer a signifi-
cantly increased risk of get-
ting breast and ovarian can-
cer if a mutation is present 
in either of these genes. Sci-
entific and medical research 
shows that there are several 
other genes that may cause 
cancer in a similar man-
ner. Some gene mutations 
are responsible for specific 
cancer types, while others 
are involved in many types 
of cancers, complicating the 
effect-and-cause scenario 
significantly. It requires ex-
perts in genetics and cancer 
to shed light on what caused 
a cancer and choosing the 
right treatment.

Genetic counsellors are 
trained to understand a pa-
tient's family history of ill-

nesses, including cancers, 
and draw up scientifically 
valid "pedigree charts" (or a 
family tree) to map a disease 
across up to three genera-
tions or more. This special-
ised training uniquely quali-
fies them to understand a 
person's family history of a 
disease like cancer. They are 
skilled at interpreting this 
knowledge and can provide 
accurate predictions of the 
risks faced by a person who 
makes use of their services.

Additionally, genetic 
counsellors can explain the 
consequences of inheriting 
bad cancer genes to patients, 
family members, as well 
as doctors. Hence, genetic 
counsellors fill this impor-
tant information gap both 
for explaining the impor-
tance of genetics to families 
and working with doctors to 
get the best diagnostics and 
treatment for their patients.

Today, genetic counsel-
lors can use not only their 
training and experience but 
also highly sophisticated 

prediction software to inter-
pret a person's family his-
tory. Using this information, 
they can determine whether 
a person is at a higher risk of 
developing cancer in his or 
her lifetime compared to the 
average cancer risk of about 
1-2 per cent for most cancer 
types. Once the genetic coun-
sellor is certain that there is a 
significantly increased risk, 
he can recommend the ap-
propriate genetic tests.

These tests can identify 
whether a disease-causing 
gene mutation is present in 
a person's DNA or not and 
allow a genetic counsellor to 
calculate a person's risk for 
getting cancer even more ac-
curately.

(Dr. Nitesh Rohatgi is 
Principal Consultant, 

Medical Oncology, Max 
Cancer Center; Dr. Sudhir 

Borgonha is Chief Medical 
Officer, Strand Life Sciences. 

They can be contacted at 
docrohatgi@gmail.com & 

sudhir@strandls.com)
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Dare to be dif-
ferent, Aries. It can be so easy to fall into a 
drill. Sleeping at the same time, eating at the 
same time, wearing the same style, and go-

ing about work the same way day after day. Before you 
know it, you feel like you’re in a rut. The only way to get 
away from this is to make a decision to break free by 
doing something unique. Try a new haircut. Wear col-
ors that are unusual for you. If the need is there, con-
sider a new career. Pursue expansion.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): If your lifestyle 
is considerably different than that of oth-
ers, resist feeling self-conscience about it 
today, Taurus. Try to remember that you 

chose the life you have for specific reasons. Even if 
you’ve come to a point where you’re considering a 
change, there’s no need to feel badly, ashamed, or 
embarrassed about where you are now. Everyone 
has to make his or her own way. If this conforms to 
the norm, that’s fine. If it doesn’t, that’s fine, too.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): An enhanced 
feeling of determination could motivate you 
today, Gemini. Finish the things that aren’t 
complete and make some plans for this eve-

ning. Don’t hesitate to take on something that feels 
complicated or big. Chances are you’ll be able to handle 
most anything and it will feel great when it’s finished. 
Enjoy your day by making the most of opportunity.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Feeling the ef-
fects of today’s energies, Cancer? Take heart 
if this is the case, because the end of the tun-
nel isn’t as far away as it seems. Do your best 

to take things one step at a time and see about making 
some plans for a little fun this evening. Get together 
with friends or take in a movie. Help yourself feel better 
by staying busy and focused and follow up with some 
recreation. Before you know it, the aspect will pass and 
you’ll be back to normal.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Consider making 
some plans for a vacation or short getaway, 
Leo. Looking forward to something fun can 
make even the toughest of days far easier to 

handle. You’ll be amazed how much you can manage 
when there’s an end in plain sight. Your entire attitude 
can lighten. So take the bull by the horns and create an 
incentive for yourself. Do something special to reward 
the hard work you do day after day.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Don’t judge some-
one if he or she has a different lifestyle than 
what you consider to be OK, Virgo. You prob-
ably lean toward the traditional, yet not ev-

eryone feels this way about relationships, working, or 
lifestyle. While it may seem impossible to understand 
and even frighten you, try not to be too harsh on those 
you deem odd. You’d be better off using that energy to 
keep your own life on track.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Friends seeking ad-
vice or a shoulder to cry on could be plentiful 
today, Libra. You’re one of best people to give 
them the support and care they need. Just 

be sure that you don’t give so much to others that you 
don’t have anything left for yourself. True friendship is 
about sharing and the exchange of problems and help. 
Running yourself down will leave you in a place where 
you aren’t going to be much help to anyone.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Getting 
through today shouldn’t pose too big a prob-
lem for you, Scorpio. You may feel a huge 
second wind that can give you the drive and 

determination to see your chores and projects through. 
Make some plans for this evening, such as getting to-
gether with friends or taking in an event that really in-
trigues you. Until then, go about your tasks bit by bit. 
You’ll get things finished before you know it.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Working 
within boundaries and restrictions could re-
ally get to you today, Sagittarius. Yours is an 
independent spirit and your best achieve-

ments are often born of doing things your own way. Yet 
like it or not, we all have to follow guidelines and rules. 
Do your best to follow suit and finish what needs to be 
done. Afterward, you may find more freedom to act in-
dependently without consequences. Exercise patience 
and diligence as needed today.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Chances 
are that you’ll feel upbeat and positive to-
day, Capricorn. Consider sharing this en-
ergy with those around you who are feeling 

less than content. Your attitude can have a profound 
effect on friends, partners, spouses, and children. Even 
neighbors and extended family can pick up on your 
spirit without you even realizing it. Share your opti-
mism with everyone you can today. If you see someone 
hurt or angry, tell him or her that everything will even-
tually work out and to keep trying.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Don’t discount 
your ability to be extremely resourceful if you 
need to be, Aquarius. If you don’t have every-
thing you need or all of the required informa-

tion, take time to think. Who can you ask? What places 
can you access? Who might know where you can find 
what you need? Rather than panic because the pieces 
aren’t all there, instead make a list of contacts and go 
for it. Trust in yourself.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Try not to let to-
day’s blues get you down, Pisces. While it’s 
true that some days can seem to drag on, the 
busier you are the faster time will pass. Get 

down to finishing any work still before you and then 
make plans for tonight. If there’s a light at the end of the 
tunnel, not only will things seem to speed up but you’ll 
feel better knowing it’s coming.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Zapra Chakhesang

Elise Crull | Aeon

(Some extracts quoted from the Book 
“Kohima” written by Arthur Swinson 
on the Battle fought at Kohima during 
WW2 in between the forces of the Allies/
British and the Axis/Japanese and Indian 
National Army). 
According to Admiral Lord Mountbatten 
“the battle of Kohima will probably go down 
as one of the greatest battles in history.” 

The siege occupied only fourteen days 
out of the sixty four days (beginning from 
03-04-1944 to 07-06-1944) and after it was 
over, there came the long and bitter action 
to clear Kohima Ridge and open the road to 
Imphal. 

Four Generals : On Kohima War.  

A. The Allies/British Forces - 2nd British 
Division brought from England command-
ed by : . 

(1) Lieut-General Montagu Stopford : 52 
years who fought WWI, won many battles, 
very professional commander. 

(2) Major General John Grover : 47 years, 
he fought in WWI and won many battles. 

B. The Axis/Japanese Forces & INA com-
manded by 

(1) Lieut. General Kotoku Sato : 51 years, 
- Hqrs : Homalin, on Chindwin bank. 

(2) Lieut. General Renya Mutaguchi, 56 
years - Hqrs : Maymyo: 220 miles south to 
Homalin. 

Out of the four Generals, “Mutaguchi 
was a man of great courage with great pow-
ers of command having an explosive tem-
per.” 

By March 1943, 3 Japanese Divisions a 
total of about 1,50,000 men were across the 
Chindwin river towards Imphal. Mutaguchi 
allowed himself dreams of far greater con-
quest. “If the mountain barriers of As-
sam (i.e. Manipur and Naga hills) could 

be breached, what was to stop his army 
streaming down into the valleys beyond - to 
the borders of Bengal?”

“Once he was established there, the pos-
sibilities were endless. In one such moment 
of day-dreaming as he admitted later, Mu-
taguchi saw himself riding through Delhi 
on a white charger.”

Many people had no great opinion of 
the Indian Army and were not shy of say-
ing so And they were right. Therefore, the 
2nd British Division, one of the two regular 
Divisions of the British Army with a long 
and proud tradition in winning many bat-
tles and wars was to be brought to Kohima. 
This 2nd Division left England in April 1942 
in the largest military convoy with 16,000 
troops. They came and stationed at Bom-
bay sea-shore in 1943. 

By last week of March 1944, the advance 
guard of Sato’s 31st Division was less than 
fifty miles from Kohima; whereas Stopford, 
Grover and the 2nd Division were 1,500 
miles by plane, and with over 2,000 miles by 
road or rail from Bombay sea-shore. 

The object of Japanese operation was 
“to upset the British base around Imphal 
in order to suppress the British counter-of-
fensive. To strengthen the defence of Burma 
and to exercise political control over India.” 
“If the Mutaguchi’s 15th Division was suc-
cessful at Imphal, then, it would occupy 
Kohima with powerful forces and establish 
permanent occupation.” With the loss of 
Imphal, the British would be paralysed; and 
India might well rise in rebellion. 

In 1942, Singapore fell to Japan. Japan 
occupied Rangoon. The British evacuated 
Burma. Subhash Chandra Bose formed INA 
in Malaya, with the help of Japanese. He in-
augurated the Government of Free India at 
Singapore. 

Subhash Chandra Bose (Netaji) Com-
mander of the renegade “Indian National 
Army” (INA) was confidently predicting 
that revolt was simmering just beneath the 

surface, and with one more British reverse, 
nothing could stop it bursting into fury from 
Bombay to Calcutta, from Madras to Delhi.” 
Mutaguchi believed Subhash Chandra Bose; 
and .the Japanese High Command believed 
Mutaguchi. A fairly comprehensive picture 
of the whole Japanese order of battle was 
“first to capture Imphal, and second, to 
break through fo the Brahmaputra valley. 

On the 15’ Feb. 1944, Subhash Chandra 
Bose was exhorting the INA troops with a 
“Special order of the day, saying, “Comrades 
and men of India’s Army of Liberation. Let 
there be one solemn resolve in your hearts 
- “Either Liberty or Death.” “And let there be 
but one slogan on your lips - “Onward to 
Delhi.”

Three days later, on the 18th Feb. 1944, 
Mutaguchi issued his own order : “The 
Japanese Army has now reached the stage 
of invincibility and the day when the Rising 
Sun(Japan) shall proclaim our definite vic-
tory in India is not far off  despite all the ob-
stacles of the rivers, mountains and labyrin-
thine jungles, aided by the Gods... and full 
of will to win, we must realize the objectives 
with speedy operation”. 

On the 25th March 1944, Tokyo radio 
announced “The March on Delhi has be-
gun...... we shall be in Jmphal by the 27th. 

General Slim estimated that the Japa-
nese would reach Kohima by the 3rd April 
- in six days time. He was right. By the 3rd 
April evening, Japanese reached Aradura, 
entered Kohima on the 4th, and on the 5th 
they occupied the “Naga Village” (Kohima 
Village). Tokyo radio announced, “Kohima 
has fallen”. 

Mutaguchi sent signals to Sato to ad-
vance on Dimapur at once and also to Gen-
eral Kawabe asking him to request Japanese 
Airforce the air-cover to Dimapur. 

The British officers with their detailed 
knowledge on the ground, all their military 
instincts told them that the loss of Kohima 
Ridge would be a major disaster, jeopardii-

ing the whole front and the whole India. 
So the fierce battles had begun and the 

bitter fightings were on day and night as one 
can well imagine, for days. “Fighting in a war 
is the most dehydrating occupation known 
to man.” “Corpses of Japanese, Britishers 
and Indians were littering the hillsides; the 
smell were obnoxious and the flies were a 
constant torment. Human remains lay rot-
ting everywhere and flies swarmed as the 
stink hung - was over powering”. 

During periods of silence during the 
night, the Japs brought another weapon in 
action: the Loudspeaker. It had been set in 
Urdu, calling, “Hindustan ki jawan!” “Sol-
diers of India, the Japanese Army has sur-
rounded you. Bring your rifles and come 
over to us. We are liberating India from the 
iniquities and tyrannies of British rule.” 
The writer says, “What the Indian troops 
thought of it, it’s hard to say. But none of 
them moved from their weapon pits.” 

Houses of Kohima Ridge and Naga Vil-
lage (Kohima Village) burnt to ashes and 
were completely destroyed. There was no 
house seen standing. The concentration 
of firings were so heavy that leaves and 
branches of trees were all gone, and even 
the stems of trees splintered and fell. 

“At Kohima this kind of crisis and impro-
vision occurred almost daily in the business 
of evacuating the wounded, and every time, 
the Nagas did what was demanded of them. 
How many lives were owed to the courage 
and skill of these remarkable hillmen will 
never be known.”

Colonel Hugh Richards wrote, “The in-
telligence information passed on by Charles 
Pawsey, the then D.C. Kohima, from his Na-
gas, was always accurate even when intel-
ligence officers further back thought other-
wise.” 

“The British, Indian and Gurkha troops 
had some 4,000 casualties, an abnormally 
high proportion of them officers and more 
number wounded. Sato had lost over 3,000 

men killed and 4,000 wounded.” 
“With the Japanese Army already shaken 

by its defeat at Kohima and Imphal, it was 
judged rightly by the Japanese Army General 
Staff that a public row between the Gener-
als would reduce confidence even further, 
and it was worried lest the news leaked out 
to the Japanese public.” Kohima battle had 
become a battle of Waterloo to Japan. 

General Sato had, perhaps, withdrawn 
from Kohima on the 5th or 6th June and 
moved towards Chindwin river with heavy 
rearguard. Thus, the invasion of Japan was 
defeated here at Kohima, and they were 
beaten back and India was saved from the 
Japanese invasion. 

Along with the 2”d British Division, the 
Punjabis, the Rajputs, and the Gurkhas did 
show great bravery. Yet there were stories 
known that Indian soldiers from Central In-
dia who were ordered for reinforcement to 
come to Kohima and fight, many run away 
from trains and trucks on the way without 
reaching Kohima. 

In 1945, after the collapse of Japan, the 
INA under Bose surrenders to the British. INA 
personnel were tried for treason in India.

“Could General Sato have won the Bat-
tle of Kohima, had his anticipation, his 
grasp, his tactical skill been greater? The an-
swer must be surely, that if he had been al-
lowed to send a regiment to Dimapur, with 
orders to seize the base and cut the railway, 
he might well have done; then, the course 
of war would turn to a different one. Why 
did the superior Commander General Ka-
wabe order him back?” 

Could the Japanese Army have won the 
Kohima battle, have crossed the 2nd British 
Division, and reached Dimapur plains, they 
could easily march onwards to Delhi. Be-
cause till then, India had no well organised 
or trained independent troops of its own 
commanded by an Indian fully committed 
to fight and win a real war. 

To be continued...

I
n the summer of 1935, the 
physicists Albert Einstein and 
Erwin Schrödinger engaged in 
a rich, multifaceted and some-

times fretful correspondence about 
the implications of the new theory 
of quantum mechanics. The focus 
of their worry was what Schrödinger 
later dubbed entanglement: the in-
ability to describe two quantum 
systems or particles independently, 
after they have interacted.

Until his death, Einstein re-
mained convinced that entan-
glement showed how quantum 
mechanics was incomplete. 
Schrödinger thought that entangle-
ment was the defining feature of the 
new physics, but this didn’t mean 
that he accepted it lightly. ‘I know of 
course how the hocus pocus works 
mathematically,’ he wrote to Ein-
stein on 13 July 1935. ‘But I do not 
like such a theory.’ Schrödinger’s 
famous cat, suspended between life 
and death, first appeared in these 
letters, a byproduct of the struggle 
to articulate what bothered the pair.

The problem is that entangle-
ment violates how the world ought 
to work. Information can’t travel 
faster than the speed of light, for 
one. But in a 1935 paper, Einstein 
and his co-authors showed how 
entanglement leads to what’s now 
called quantum nonlocality, the 
eerie link that appears to exist be-
tween entangled particles. If two 
quantum systems meet and then 
separate, even across a distance of 
thousands of lightyears, it becomes 
impossible to measure the features 
of one system (such as its position, 
momentum and polarity) without 
instantly steering the other into a 
corresponding state. 

Up to today, most experiments 

have tested entanglement over spa-
tial gaps. The assumption is that the 
‘nonlocal’ part of quantum nonlo-
cality refers to the entanglement of 
properties across space. But what 
if entanglement also occurs across 
time? Is there such a thing as tem-
poral nonlocality?

The answer, as it turns out, is 
yes. Just when you thought quan-
tum mechanics couldn’t get any 
weirder, a team of physicists at the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
reported in 2013 that they had suc-
cessfully entangled photons that 
never coexisted. Previous experi-
ments involving a technique called 
‘entanglement swapping’ had al-
ready showed quantum correla-
tions across time, by delaying the 
measurement of one of the coexist-
ing entangled particles; but Eli Me-
gidish and his collaborators were 
the first to show entanglement be-
tween photons whose lifespans did 
not overlap at all.

Here’s how they did it. First, they 
created an entangled pair of pho-
tons, ‘1-2’ (step I in the diagram be-
low). Soon after, they measured the 
polarisation of photon 1 (a property 
describing the direction of light’s 
oscillation) – thus ‘killing’ it (step II). 
Photon 2 was sent on a wild goose 
chase while a new entangled pair, 
‘3-4’, was created (step III). Photon 
3 was then measured along with 
the itinerant photon 2 in such a way 
that the entanglement relation was 
‘swapped’ from the old pairs (‘1-2’ 
and ‘3-4’) onto the new ‘2-3’ combo 
(step IV). Some time later (step V), 
the polarisation of the lone survi-
vor, photon 4, is measured, and the 
results are compared with those of 
the long-dead photon 1 (back at 
step II).

The upshot? The data revealed 
the existence of quantum correla-

tions between ‘temporally nonlocal’ 
photons 1 and 4. That is, entangle-
ment can occur across two quan-
tum systems that never coexisted.

What on Earth can this mean? 
Prima facie, it seems as troubling as 
saying that the polarity of starlight 
in the far-distant past – say, greater 
than twice Earth’s lifetime – never-
theless influenced the polarity of 
starlight falling through your ama-
teur telescope this winter. Even more 
bizarrely: maybe it implies that the 
measurements carried out by your 
eye upon starlight falling through 
your telescope this winter some-
how dictated the polarity of photons 
more than 9 billion years old.

Lest this scenario strike you as 
too outlandish, Megidish and his 
colleagues can’t resist speculating 
on possible and rather spooky in-
terpretations of their results. Per-
haps the measurement of photon 
1’s polarisation at step II somehow 
steers the future polarisation of 4, 
or the measurement of photon 4’s 
polarisation at step V somehow re-
writes the past polarisation state 
of photon 1. In both forward and 
backward directions, quantum cor-
relations span the causal void be-
tween the death of one photon and 
the birth of the other.

Just a spoonful of relativity helps 
the spookiness go down, though. 
In developing his theory of special 
relativity, Einstein deposed the con-
cept of simultaneity from its New-
tonian pedestal. As a consequence, 
simultaneity went from being an 
absolute property to being a relative 
one. There is no single timekeeper 
for the Universe; precisely when 
something is occurring depends 
on your precise location relative to 
what you are observing, known as 
your frame of reference. So the key 
to avoiding strange causal behav-

iour (steering the future or rewriting 
the past) in instances of temporal 
separation is to accept that calling 
events ‘simultaneous’ carries lit-
tle metaphysical weight. It is only 
a frame-specific property, a choice 
among many alternative but equal-
ly viable ones – a matter of conven-
tion, or record-keeping. 

The lesson carries over directly 
to both spatial and temporal quan-
tum nonlocality. Mysteries regard-
ing entangled pairs of particles 
amount to disagreements about la-
belling, brought about by relativity. 
Einstein showed that no sequence 
of events can be metaphysically 
privileged – can be considered 
more real – than any other. Only by 
accepting this insight can one make 
headway on such quantum puzzles. 

The various frames of reference 
in the Hebrew University experi-
ment (the lab’s frame, photon 1’s 
frame, photon 4’s frame, and so on) 
have their own ‘historians’, so to 
speak. While these historians will 
disagree about how things went 
down, not one of them can claim 
a corner on truth. A different se-
quence of events unfolds within 
each one, according to that spa-
tiotemporal point of view. Clearly, 
then, any attempt at assigning 
frame-specific properties gener-
ally, or tying general properties to 
one particular frame, will cause 
disputes among the historians. But 
here’s the thing: while there might 
be legitimate disagreement about 
which properties should be as-
signed to which particles and when, 
there shouldn’t be disagreement 
about the very existence of these 
properties, particles, and events. 

These findings drive yet another 
wedge between our beloved clas-
sical intuitions and the empirical 
realities of quantum mechanics. 

As was true for Schrödinger and his 
contemporaries, scientific progress 
is going to involve investigating the 
limitations of certain metaphysical 
views. Schrödinger’s cat, half-alive 
and half-dead, was created to il-
lustrate how the entanglement of 
systems leads to macroscopic phe-
nomena that defy our usual under-
standing of the relations between 
objects and their properties: an or-
ganism such as a cat is either dead 
or alive. No middle ground there. 

Most contemporary philosophi-
cal accounts of the relationship be-
tween objects and their properties 
embrace entanglement solely from 
the perspective of spatial nonlo-
cality. But there’s still significant 
work to be done on incorporating 
temporal nonlocality – not only in 
object-property discussions, but 
also in debates over material com-
position (such as the relation be-
tween a lump of clay and the statue 
it forms), and part-whole relations 
(such as how a hand relates to a 
limb, or a limb to a person). For ex-

ample, the ‘puzzle’ of how parts fit 
with an overall whole presumes 
clear-cut spatial boundaries among 
underlying components, yet spatial 
nonlocality cautions against this 
view. Temporal nonlocality further 
complicates this picture: how does 
one describe an entity whose con-
stituent parts are not even coexist-
ent?

Discerning the nature of entan-
glement might at times be an un-
comfortable project. It’s not clear 
what substantive metaphysics 
might emerge from scrutiny of fas-
cinating new research by the likes 
of Megidish and other physicists. 
In a letter to Einstein, Schrödinger 
notes wryly (and deploying an odd 
metaphor): ‘One has the feeling that 
it is precisely the most important 
statements of the new theory that 
can really be squeezed into these 
Spanish boots – but only with dif-
ficulty.’ We cannot afford to ignore 
spatial or temporal nonlocality in 
future metaphysics: whether or not 
the boots fit, we’ll have to wear ’em.

The Forgotten Battle of Kohima (Part-1)

You Thought Quantum Mechanics Was Weird: Check Out Entangled Time

Time line diagram: (I) Birth of photons 1 and 2, (II) detec on of photon 1, (III) birth of photons 
3 and 4, (IV) Bell projec on of photons 2 and 3, (V) detec on of photon 4.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Uma Bharti admitted to AIIMS for high BP
New Delhi, Feb. 3 (IANS): Union Minister Uma Bharti 
has been admitted to the All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS) due to problems of hypertension, ac-
cording to hospital authorities. Bharti was admitted on 
Friday at the hospital’s new private ward. “Uma BhartiJi 
was admitted yesterday (Friday) for problems of hyper-
tension. She is stable and is undergoing required medi-
cation,” said the hospital authorities. Bharti was earlier 
admitted to AIIMS in 2016 and 2017, due to problems of 
chest pain and hypertension.

US Air Force chief flies in Tejas 
Jodhpur, Feb. 3 (IANS): The US Air Force Chief, General 
David L. Goldfein, flew a sortie in the indigenous Light 
Combat Aircraft Tejas on Saturday at the IAF station here 
in Rajasthan. He was accompanied on the 40-minute-
long sortie by Air Vice Marshal A.P. Singh. Gen. Goldfein, 
along with General Terrence O’Shaughnessy, Com-
mander of the US Pacific Air Force, arrived in India on 
Thursday, on a visit to boost defence ties between the 
two nations. He was accorded a Guard of Honour at the 
South Block on Thursday. He also met his counterpart, 
Air Chief Marshal B.S. Dhanoa, and held bilateral discus-
sions. The US Air Force chief is the first foreign military 
chief to fly in the indigenous LCA, a single-seat, single-jet 
engine, multi-role light fighter, which is being pitched 
as the replacement of the ageing MIG-21 aircraft.  Gen. 
Goldfein tweeted that he looked forward to “deepening 
the relationship between our two air forces”. Indigenous-
ly developed by the Aeronautical Development Agency, 
and produced by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited, Tejas, 
a fourth generation aircraft, can fly at 1,350 km per 
hour, with a payload capacity of 4,000 kg. In November 
2017, Singapore Defence Minister Ng Eng Hen flew in a 
Tejas jet.

After tiff with wife, CRPF official 
jumps into river with sons
Lucknow, Feb. 3 (IANS): Miffed with his wife after a 
verbal spat, a deputy commandant with the Central 
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) jumped into the Gomti river 
in Lucknow along with his two sons on Saturday, police 
said. While the elder son swam to safety, the CRPF official 
B.D. Maurya and his younger son are still missing and are 
feared dead. Police officials said that Maurya leapt into 
the river with his two sons at the Ghaila bridge in the 
Mandiaon area. He was apparently enraged after he had 
an altercation with his wife and took the extreme step. 
He came to the bridge in a car from Eldico city locality.  
The elder son Tejas, seven, is safe and under the care of 
the family while there is no trace of Vansh, three, who 
police fear may have drowned. Inspector Mandiaon, Am-
arnath Verma, and Circle Officer (CO) Aliganj, Meenakshi 
Gupta, rushed to the river bank and are overseeing the 
rescue operations as police and private divers are trying 
to fish out the bodies of the father and son. The inspec-
tor informed IANS that Maurya was posted at the CRPF 
office in the state capital and has a house in Eldico City 
on the IIM road

Two killed in Kolkata accident; clashes 
erupt
Kolkata, Feb. 3 (IANS): Two college students were 
killed when a bus hit them after ignoring a traffic signal 
here on Saturday, leading to clashes between locals 
and police. The accident occurred at the Chingrighata 
crossing on the Eastern Metropolitan Bypass around 
11.45 am and the accused driver was arrested, a po-
lice officer said. After the accident, angry locals pelted 
police with stones and torched four buses, accusing 
police personnel of not controlling the traffic well 
and instead demanding money from several vehicles. 
Stones were hurled at police vehicles and a fire tender 
that was sent there to put out the fire. Police lobbed 
teargas shells and baton-charged the mob to disperse 
them. “We have been talking to local people and area 
domination operation has been carried out,” the police 
officer said. The road connecting IT sector of Salt Lake 
with the city and a part of EM Bypass was also closed 
for traffic movement for hours.

Tiwari demands stern action in hon-
our killing of Delhi photographer
New Delhi, Feb. 3 (IANS): The Delhi BJP chief on Satur-
day voiced shock and horror over the alleged honour 
killing of a photographer in the city and demanded stern 
action against the culprits. “Shocked and horrified at cold 
blooded murder of Ankit Saxena. Culprits should be pun-
ished with the highest quantum,” Delhi BJP chief Manoj 
Tiwari said in a tweet, urging the Delhi Police Commis-
sioner Amulya Patnaik to take stern action against the 
culprits. Tiwari’s remarks came a day after Ankit Saxena 
was killed in a case of honour killing in Delhi’s Khyala 
area on Thursday night. The Delhi Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) chief also said he would visit the family of Saxena.  
Saxena was allegedly killed by the family of a woman he 
was in a relationship with. According to Delhi Police, the 
woman’s family was against their relationship as they 
belonged to different communities and had told him 
to end it.

Budget session of Raj assembly be-
gins on Monday 
Jaipur, Feb. 3 (PTI): The budget session of the Rajasthan 
Assembly will commence on Monday, an official said 
today. All preparations, including elaborate security ar-
rangements, have been made for the session, the official 
said. The session is likely to be stormy with the opposi-
tion Congress trying to corner the Vasundhara Raje gov-
ernment on several issues after the party’s impressive 
bypoll victories on two Lok Sabha and one state Assem-
bly seats in Rajasthan. Leader of Opposition Rameshwar 
Dudi has convened a meeting of party legislators at his 
residence tomorrow to decide the strategy to corner 
the BJP government. The Congress put up a muscular 
performance in the state, where its candidates wrested 
Alwar and Ajmer Lok Sabha and Mandalgarh Assembly 
seats from the BJP by decent margins.

BJP team in Odisha for inquiry into 
rape; suicide of minor 
Bhubaneswar, Feb. 3 (PTI): A three-member BJP central 
team, led by its general secretary and former MP Saroj 
Pandey, reached Odisha for an on-the spot inquiry into 
the alleged gang rape and suicide of a minor girl in 
Koraput district. The minor girl was allegedly raped by 
four men in uniform on October 10 last year. The victim 
committed suicide on January 22. Pandey said the team 
will soon submit its report to BJP national president Amit 
Shah. The team will meet the family members of the 
victim and interact with the locals. The other members of 
the panel are Jyoti Dhrube, MP, and the party’s national 
general secretary and MP, Anju Bala.

Health services scheme for 
poor a `jumla’; government 
fooling people — Congress

Muslims opposing Ram temple must 
go to Pak— UP Shia Waqf board chief 

Simultaneous elections a ploy to 
counter anti-incumbency— Yechury

Bribery remark: Court 
issues notice to Kejriwal 

Pakistan offers scholarship to influence Kashmir students — NIA

India dismisses media report on Kulbhushan Jadhav My Karni Sena not 
withdrawing ‘Padmaavat’ 
protests; BJP will pay — Kalvi

Mehbooba says she can accept going to hell to save Kashmir

Waseem Rizvi

Kulbushan Yadav

New Delhi, Feb. 3 (IANS): The Con-
gress on Saturday termed the Modi 
government’s Budget announcement 
of a mega health service insurance 
scheme for the poor a “jumla” and 
said it was made without adequate 
funds.

Talking to reporters here, Con-
gress Communications incharge 
Randeep Singh Surjewala said the 
proposed National Health Protec-
tion Scheme was another pro-
gramme of the Modi government 
and that its previous health insur-
ance schemes have not brought 
satisfactory results.

“Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Finance Minister Arun Jaitley 
have made health services to the poor 
a ‘jumla’,” Surjewala said.

He said two health insurance 
schemes have been brought by the 

Modi government and the proposed 
National Health Protection Scheme 
is now being billed as NaMocare by 
BJP leaders.

 The proposed health protec-
tion scheme is intended to be the 
world’s largest government funded 
healthcare programme which will 
cover over 10 crore poor and vulner-
able families, providing coverage up 
to Rs 5 lakh per family per year for 
secondary and tertiary care hospi-
talisation.

Surjewala said that collections 
through one per cent additional 
health and education cess will be 
grossly inadequate to meet the ex-
penditure under the health protec-
tion scheme.

“To buy a health insurance 
scheme of Rs 5 lakh, minimum pre-
mium is of Rs 5,000. If Rs 5,000 is the 

premium amount, then Rs 1.5 lakh 
crore is required as premium which 
the government needs to give to the 
insurance companies. Where is that 
amount? That money has not been 
allotted yet,” he said.

He said if only half of the 10 crore 
families take half the entitled claim at 
Rs 2.5 lakh then also Rs 12.5 lakh crore 
would be required. Surjewala said 
there have been contradictions in the 
official statements about funding of 
the scheme, its likely launch date and 
the amounts involved.

“Rahul Gandhi has rightly said 
that thankfully only one year of NDA 
government is left and that’s why it is 
being said `Acche din to aane wale 
hain, kyuki Modiji to jane wale hain’ 
(Good days would be arriving shortly 
as Modi would be departing),” he 
added.

Faizabad (UP), Feb. 3 
(PTI): Uttar Pradesh Shia 
Waqf Board Chairman 
Waseem Rizvi has sug-
gested that Muslims who 
are against building Ram 
temple in Ayodhya “must 
go to Pakistan and Bang-
ladesh”.

The Supreme Court 
is scheduled to hear the 
Babri Masjid- Ram Jan-
mabhoomi dispute from 
February 8.

Rizvi offered Friday 
prayers at the disputed site 
in Ayodhya and also met 
the chief priest of the Ram 
Janambhoomi, Acharya 
Satyendra Das.

On the occasion, he 
said, “Those who are op-
posing the Ram temple in 
Ayodhya and want to build 
the Babri Mosque there...

Panaji, Feb. 3 (PTI): A local 
court has issued a notice 
to Delhi Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal in con-
nection with a case filed 
against him for his bribery 
remarks made during Goa 
Legislative Assembly elec-
tions held last year.

Judicial Magistrate First 
Class at Mapusa town, nine 
kms from here, issued the 
notice to the AAP leader 
yesterday and fixed the 
next hearing on February 8.

In January 2017, the 
Election Commission had 
ordered the police to file an 
FIR against Kejriwal after 
he publicly appealed to the 
voters to accept bribe of-
fered by rival parties to vote 
for them during the Goa 
elections. The election was 
held in February last year.

During a series of rallies 

in Goa between January 
7-8, Kejriwal had appealed 
to voters to “accept money 
from the Congress and BJP 
candidates, but vote for 
the AAP”.

The AAP had contested 
39 out of 40 seats with its 
leader, Elvis Gomes, as the 
chief ministerial candidate.

A complaint against 
Kejriwal was lodged by 
local Election Commis-
sion officials with Mapusa 
police.

The returning officer 
had approached the judi-
cial magistrate first class 
in Mapusa in December 
2017 with a plea that an 
offence under section 171 
(B) (inducement to vot-
ers) and 171 E (bribery) 
of the Indian Penal Code 
(IPC) be registered against 
Kejriwal.

New Delhi, Feb. 3 (IANS): Pakistan is 
offering scholarships to Kashmiri stu-
dents to prepare a generation which 
will be inclined towards it and most 
of the youth on student visa in the 
neighbouring country were relatives 
of militants, the National Investiga-
tion Agency said in its chargesheet in 
the terror funding case.

“During the course of investiga-
tion, it was ascertained that students 
who were proceeding to Pakistan on 
student visas were either relatives of 
ex-militants or relatives of families of 
active militants who had indulged in 
various anti-national activities and 
had migrated to Pakistan or they were 
known to Hurriyat leaders,” it said. 

The probe agency also claimed 
that their visa applications were 
recommended to the Pakistani High 

Commission in New Delhi by various 
Hurriyat leaders including hardline 
Hurriyat leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani. 

The chargesheet filed in a court 
here on January 18 revealed that 
militants who fled to Pakistan had 
pursued their admission matters with 
the help of Hurriyat leaders based in 
Pakistan and Pakistan administered 
Kashmir. The NIA said that scholar-
ships are offered for MBBS and engi-
neering seats under various schemes 
of the Pakistan government. 

NIA seized a document from the 
house of Nayeem Khan wherein he 
recommends a student for admis-
sion in a “standard medical college” 
in Pakistan because “her family has 
remained committed to the freedom 
struggle through thick and thin”.

The chargesheet has named Pa-

kistan-based terrorist leaders Hafiz 
Saeed and Syed Salahuddin, seven 
arrested Kashmiri separatist leaders 
and three others in the case.

The Hurriyat leaders are Aftab 
Hilali alias Shahid-ul-Islam, Ayaz 
Akbar Khandey, Farooq Ahmad Dar 
alias Bitta Karate, Nayeem Khan, Al-
taf Ahmad Shah, Raja Mehrajuddin 
Kalwal and Bashir Ahmad Bhat alias 
Peer Saifullah.

Shah is the son-in-law of Geelani 
who is a strong votary of Jammu 
and Kashmir’s merger with Pakistan. 
Hilali is a close aide of moderate Hur-
riyat leader Mirwaiz Umar Farooq. 

The NIA has alleged that the sepa-
ratists, arrested on July 24 last year, 
conspired with Saeed and Salahud-
din to wage war against India and se-
cede Jammu and Kashmir from India. 

New Delhi, Feb. 3 (IANS): 
The Indian government 
on Saturday dismissed as 
“riddled with factual in-
accuracies” a media re-
port that suggested that 
Kulbhushan Jadhav, the 
Indian national who was 
sentenced to death by a 
Pakistani military court on 
alleged espionage charges, 
might be a serving Indian 
naval officer.

“The report is riddled 
with factual inaccuracies 
and presents a false story 
which is concocted and 
mischievous,” External 
Affairs Ministry spokesper-
son Raveesh Kumar said in 

Jaipur, Feb. 3 (IANS): Shree 
Rajput Karni Sena chief 
Lokendra Singh Kalvi on 
Saturday dismissed re-
ports that his outfit has 
withdrawn protests against 
Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s 
“Padmaavat” and said it 
must be some “fake news” 
circulated by a “fake Karni 
Sena”.
 He also said that his group 
has made the BJP pay - via 
its loss in the Rajasthan 
bypolls - for not respect-
ing the sentiments of the 
protesting Rajputs.

“There are many fake 
Karni Senas emerging in 
India. At present there are 
eight such entities operat-
ing in the country with 
vested interests,” Kalvi told 
IANS.

The Rajput leader, 
whose group has been at 
the forefront of massive 
protests against “Padmaa-
vat”, said there has been 
a “duplicacy” in matters 
pertaining to Karni Sena’s 
functioning. 

He stressed that there 
was “only one Rajput Karni 
Sena operating in India 
and I proudly say that I am 
the founder of that organi-
sation”.

He also asked people 
to “beware of such simi-

larly named organisations 
functioning and operating 
in the market”. 

The Shree Rajput Karni 
Sena has been protest-
ing the Deepika Padukone 
starrer since its inception, 
claiming the film distorts 
history. 

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e 
Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
loss in the Rajasthan by-
polls, the Rajput leader 
said: “Around 17 organisa-
tions have joined hands 
and declared that they 
will make sure that BJP 
loses elections on each 
and every seat.” 

“And we proved what 
we said. Congress won 
with a big margin while 
BJP was a loser on its home 
turf.”

Kalvi said: “We want the 
government to understand 
via political loss how it has 
hurt the sentiments of peo-
ple here.”

“I have met 21 Chief 
Ministers and am looking 
forward to meeting Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
soon. I have got the call 
from PMO asking about 
my schedule and have giv-
en them my schedule. 

The Rajput leader 
strongly denied having any 
political aspirations.

New Delhi, Feb. 3 (IANS): 
Communist Party of India-
Marxist (CPI-M) leader Si-
taram Yechury on Saturday 
called the BJP’s demand 
for simultaneous elections 
a “ploy” to fight the “anti-
incumbency” against the 
“Modi mascot”.

“This is a ploy by the 
BJP.... By clubbing the state 
elections with Lok Sabha 
elections they think that 
the Modi mascot can beat 
the anti-incumbency,” the 
CPI-M General Secretary 
told media here. 

Yechury said as long 
as there is a provision for 
imposition of President’s 
rule in the state (under 
Article 356), by suspending 
its government, simulta-
neous elections cannot 
happen.

“This in our constitu-
tional order is not pos-
sible... Simultaneous elec-
tions were the order of the 
day when the elections 

began in independent In-
dia in 1952... We had si-
multaneous elections in 
1952 and 1957. Now why 
did that break? Because 
first the communist gov-
ernment of Kerala was dis-
missed invoking or misus-
ing of Article 356. 

“So, if you have a pro-
vision of dismissing an 
elected government and 
that provision is exer-
cised... As long as Article 
356 exists simultaneous 
polls cannot happen. Gov-
ernment is silent on what 
they would do with that,” 
he said. 

The former Rajya Sab-
ha member also cited the 
situation of a government 
being reduced to minority 
status in the House after 
losing support of its part-
ners, making re-election 
necessary, as another fac-
tor which contributes to 
the impracticality of con-
current elections.

Jammu, Feb.  3 (PTI): With Leader 
of Opposition in the Jammu and 
Kashmir Assembly Omar Abdul-
lah drawing a parallel between 
the PDP-BJP alliance and the 
“deal with the devil”, Chief Min-
ister Mehbooba Mufti today said 
she can accept going to hell to 
save Kashmir.

During his address, Abdullah 
narrated the story of Faust and 
Satan - the pact between a person 
and Satan or a lesser demon in 
which the person offers his or her 
soul in exchange for diabolical 
favours and said today’s situation 
reminds him of the story.

Abdullah today demanded 
the constitution of a high-level 
special investigation team (SIT) 
to probe the killings of three 

people in firing by security 
forces when a convoy was at-
tacked by stone-pelters in Sho-
pian district.

“You (Mehbooba) have also 
entered into such a trade po-
litically for six years of rule. They 
(BJP) gave you full six years of 
rule with respect, dignity, honour, 
with a design to take away your 
political soul,” Omar said.

The former CM said the end 
of this story depends upon you. 
In case, she (Mehbooba) wants 
to save herself from the fire of hell 
(as per the story), then it better to 
take corrective measures.

“You undertake prayers like 
Faust, bring change in the gov-
ernance of this state so that you 
can restore your political soul and 

save yourself from fire of hell,” 
he said.

Responding to Omar’s com-
ments, Mufti said she doesn’t 
believe in mythology and stories.

“Now, he (Omar) has left by 
giving me fatwa of going to hell 
but I feel that God has given us 
the paradise - the paradise of 
Kashmir,” Mehbooba told the 
Assembly after Omar had left the 
House.

She said, “I can accept going 
to hell a hundred times to save 
this paradise. I will be happy to 
do that if I can be able to bring 
people out of this hell here. It 
will not be a big price for me 
to pay.” 

Mehbooba, who was replying 
to a discussion on the budget-

ary demands of the home de-
partment, said she can sacrifice 
herself if people of Jammu and 
Kashmir could get rid of their 
agony and pain.

She said it was the mission 
of former chief minister and 
her father Mufti Mohammad 
Sayeed to pull the people of the 
state out of the vicious circle of 
violence.

Omar blamed Mehbooba 
Mufti for selling people with 
dreams of self rule, dual cur-
rency, joint mechanism of leg-
islative body of both sides of 
Kashmir.

“But what you said here that 
whatever people of Jammu and 
Kashmir will get, can be from the 
Constitution of India and will get 

nothing outside that,” he said.
Mehbooba Mufti said that 

BJP is biggest and strongest party 
of the country and it is not a weak 
one.

“We should not insult people 
who have chosen them (BJP and 
its alliance partners)to rule the 
country”, she said while taking a 
dig at Omar’s remarks.

Reacting to Abdullah’s re-
marks, Deputy Chief Minister 
Nirmal Singh said, “He (Omar) 
is adding fuel to the fire with his 
remarks. He has targeted security 
forces. He has tried to create po-
larisation between Kashmir and 
rest of India.” 

The deputy chief minister 
said he had high respect for Ab-
dullah but lost it today.

People having such 
fundamentalist mentality 
should go to Pakistan and 
Bangladesh. Such Muslims 
do not have any place in 
India.” 

“Those who want to 
spread Jihad in the name 
of the mosque must go 

and join the forces of Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi, the ISIS 
chief,” Rizvi said.

He alleged that funda-
mentalist Muslim clerics 
are trying to destroy the 
country and they must 
migrate to Pakistan and 
Afghanistan.

Reacting to Rizvi’s 
remarks, Shia clerics de-
manded his arrest for try-
ing to communalise the 
atmosphere.

President of Shia Ulema 
Council Maulana Iftekhar 
Hussain Inquilabi alleged, 
“Rizvi is a criminal involved 
in grabbing and illegal sell-
ing of Waqf properties.” 

“He has been charge-
sheeted by the CB-CID 
and to save himself from 
the law he is enacting a big 
drama,” he told PTI.

“During the rule of the 
Samajwadi Party in Uttar 
Pradesh, he was patron-
ised by Mulayam Singh 
Yadav and then minister 
Azam Khan. Now, during 
the BJP government, he 
wants to be spared,” Inqui-
labi claimed.

response to a query.
“The story relies con-

siderably on the tutored 

videos of Jadhav released 
by the Pakistan govern-
ment and furthers its prop-

aganda.
“This places a big ques-

tion mark on the cred-
ibility of this story and 
the intended purpose,” he 
added.

Raveesh Kumar reiter-
ated that the facts on Jad-
hav “remain what we have 
released in our previous 
statements”.

“Jadhav is a retired In-
dian naval officer, who was 
engaged in a business in 
Iran, and was kidnapped 
in Iran and produced in 
Pakistan,” he said. “We are 
fighting his case at the ICJ 
(International Court of Jus-
tice at The Hague).”
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Release of Rep. memo fuels 
Trump; FBI chief to defend agents 

47 militants killed in Afghan 
anti-terror operations
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in Italian town; 6 wounded
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criticize new US nuclear policy

Alleged Russian hacker extradited to US

UN chief welcomes outcome 
of Syria talks in Sochi

NEWS IN BRIEF
Israeli planes hit Hamas in Gaza after 
rocket fire
Jerusalem, Feb. 3 (PTI/AFP): Israeli aircraft hit a Hamas 
compound in the southern Gaza Strip today, after 
Palestinians there fired a rocket into the Jewish state, the 
Israeli army said. “In response to the projectile fired at 
southern Israel...fighter jets struck a Hamas compound 
composed of two military structures,” the army statement 
said. There were no reports of casualties on either side. It 
was the second exchange in 24 hours, after the air force 
hit a Hamas position in Gaza yesterday in response to a 
rocket being fired from the Palestinian enclave the night 
before. Such rockets are usually fired not by Hamas, the 
Islamist group that controls the territory, but by fringe 
radical groups. Israel holds Hamas, with which it has 
fought three wars since 2008, responsible for any fire 
coming from Gaza.

Over 80 Syrians rescued off Turkish 
Mediterranean coast
Ankara, Feb. 3 (IANS): A total of 84 Syrian refugees have 
been rescued from an overloaded boat off Turkey’s 
Mediterranean province of Mersin, state-run Anadolu 
Agency reported on Saturday. The overloaded boat 
carrying 84 Syrians, including women and children, was 
stranded off Silifke district of Mersin when it ran into 
engine trouble on Friday, said a statement by Mersin 
Governor’s office. The refugees were rescued by Turkish 
Coast Guard and transferred to safety in boats, Xinhua 
news agency reported. Turkey has been a main route 
for refugees trying to cross into Europe. In recent years, 
hundreds of thousands of people have made the short 
but perilous journey across the Mediterranean and 
Aegean to reach Europe. The UN migration agency 
says some 192 migrants deaths have been recorded in 
Mediterranean in first 11 days of 2018. The UN appealed 
for more resettlement places and other safe alternatives 
to protect refugees.

85 jailed for telecom fraud in China
Beijing, Feb. 3 (IANS): Eighty-five persons were jailed 
for upto 13 years for a telecom fraud using fake medical 
advertisements to collect contact details in China’s 
Mongolia region, a court said. The case surfaced 
after a resident in Ordos reported to police that he 
was cheated out of $5,560 in the suspected fraud 
in July 2016.  Following a probe, the police arrested 
the suspects in November 2016, Xinhua news agency 
reported. The criminals had published fake medical 
advertisements to collect contact information of the 
victims.  They contacted them by mobile or social 
networking platforms, pretending to be relatives or 
students of medical workers, and convinced them to 
buy false healthcare or food products.= From mid-
June to November 2016, more than 8,900 victims 
were cheated out of over $1.6 million. Three of the 
accused were sentenced to 11 to 13 years in prison, 
while another 82 were given prison terms of between 
one and six years.

Washington, Feb. 3 (PTI): 
The bitterness between 
Donald Trump and the 
FBI has intensified after 
the release of a controver-
sial Republican memo, 
with the president calling 
it a “disgrace” while the 
agency’s chief pledging to 
defend his agents.

The memo which was 
released yesterday accuses 
senior law enforcement 
officials of misleading a 
court in order to conduct 
surveillance on a former 
Trump campaign adviser 
during its probe into the 
alleged Russian collusion 
in the 2016 election.

“The memorandum 
raises serious concerns 
about the integrity of deci-
sions made at the highest 
levels of the Department 
of Justice and the FBI to 
use the government’s most 
intrusive surveillance tools 
against American citizens,” 
White House Press Secre-
tary Sarah Sanders said in 
a statement.

The memo, written by 

Kabul, Feb. 3 (IANS): At least 47 mili-
tants have been killed in the eastern and 
northern regions of Afghanistan over the 
past 24 hours as the government forces 
stepped up anti-terror operations in the 
war-battered country, officials said on 
Saturday.

The security forces killed 25 insurgents 
and captured a bastion of Taliban militants 
in Khawja Sabzposh district of the Faryab 
province since Friday, a police spokesman 
was quoted as saying by Xinhua news 
agency. Four Taliban group commanders 
including the notorious Mawlawi Yusuf 
and Mullah Yar Mohammad were among 
those killed in the raids.

And in an identical operation against 
Taliban insurgents, the government forces 

killed nine militants in Andar and Deyak 
districts of the Ghazni province since 
Friday morning, provincial government 
spokesman Aref Nuri said.

Similarly, the security forces in op-
erations against Islamic State (IS) group in 
the Nangarhar province killed 13 armed 
militants and injured several others in 
Achin and Haska Minda districts, spokes-
man for provincial government Attaullah 
Khogiani said.

Security officials, including Defence 
Ministry spokesman General Dawlat 
Waziri said that the government forces 
would continue to mount pressure on mil-
itants in winter to weaken the insurgents 
ahead of spring and summer commonly 
known as “fighting season” in Afghanistan.

Beijing, Feb. 3 (PTI): China 
always values the good 
neighbourliness and 
friendship with India, but 
it is also firm on upholding 
its “sovereign rights”, inter-
ests and territorial integrity, 
Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi said today.

Beijing handled the 
Dokalam standoff with 
“restraint”, showing the 
“emphasis” it places on ties 
with New Delhi, he said.

Touching on China’s 
relations with major coun-
tries and its diplomatic 
initiatives last year, Yi, in a 
lengthy article in the Chi-
nese International Stud-
ies journal, dwelt about 
Sino-India ties, stating that 
Beijing’s diplomatic en-
gagement with New Delhi 
resulted in India withdraw-
ing its troops and equip-
ment from Dokalam.

The journal is pub-
lished by China Institute 
of International Studies, a 
think-tank attached to the 
Chinese Foreign Ministry.

The 73-day standoff 
at Dokalam over which 
Bhutan also has counter 
claims began in June last 

Mexico City, Feb.  3 (IANS): 
The foreign ministers of 
Canada and Mexico have 
said the current renegoti-
ation of the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) will end up with 
a “win-win-win” situation 
for North America.

Chrystia Freeland, 
Canada’s foreign minister, 
admitted on Friday the 
talks with the US and Mex-
ico were complicated but 
the three countries would 
take the time needed to do 
it correctly, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

She said here in a press 
conference that conclud-
ing the deal as rapidly as 
possible would be for the 
best but that “uncertainty 
is never good.”

Freeland met her Mex-
ican counterpart, Luis 
Videgaray, and the U.S. 
Secretary of State, Rex 

Tillerson, who is on a brief 
tour of Latin America.

The three ministers 
discussed various topics, 
including NAFTA. The sixth 
round of the renegotiation 
talks ended on Monday in 
Montreal, Canada, as the 
US asked for the process to 
be accelerated.

According to Freeland, 
the meeting on Friday was 
“very productive” and re-
iterated Canada’s position 
on the agreement being 
modernized to give more 
opportunities for the mid-
dle-class and those work-
ing to enter it.

In the same press con-
ference, Vidagaray agreed 
with Freeland that the ne-
gotiations “are advancing 
in a serious and profes-
sional manner.”

“From the perspective 
of the Mexican govern-
ment, we have a great 

opportunity for this to be 
a win-win-win negotia-
tion, where Mexico wins, 
Canada wins and the US 
wins,” added the minister.

“We do not see trade 
negotiations as a zero-
sum game, where some-
body loses and somebody 
wins,” he explained.

The seventh round 
of talks will take place in 
Mexico City from Febru-
ary 26 to March 6, with 
the Mexican authori-
ties confident of closing 
chapters on sanitary and 
phytosanitary measures, 
telecommunications and 
technical barriers to trade.

The three countries 
have been revising NAF-
TA since August at the 
request of US President 
Donald Trump, who be-
lieves the trade deal has 
hurt American business 
interests.

New York, Feb. 3 (IANS): North Ko-
rea earned $200 million last year by 
exporting banned commodities in 
breach of international sanctions, 
according to a UN report.

The report by a panel of experts 
said many countries including Chi-
na, Russia and Malaysia had failed 
to stop the illegal exports, the BBC 
reported.

Pyongyang is subject to sanc-
tions from the US, UN and EU over 
its nuclear and ballistic missile pro-
grammes.

But the report, which was submit-
ted to the UN Security Council, said 
the North “continued to export al-
most all the commodities prohibited 
in the resolutions... between January 
and September 2017”.

It said shipments of coal had been 
delivered to China, Malaysia, South 
Korea, Russia and Vietnam in breach 
of sanctions using “a combination of 
multiple evasion techniques, routes 
and deceptive tactics”.

China has consistently denied 
breaching sanctions.

Investigators highlighted that 
North Korea “is already flouting 
the most recent resolutions by ex-
ploiting global oil supply chains, 
complicit foreign nationals, off-
shore company registries and the 
international banking system”, the 
document stated.

Monitors also suggested that 
Pyongyang supplied weapons to 
Syria and Myanmar.

“Myanmar and Syria continued 
to co-operate with North Korea’s 
main arms exporter, Komid, despite 
it being on a UN sanctions blacklist,” 
the report said.

It said “there was proof that 
Pyongyang was helping Syria to 
develop chemical weapons and 
providing ballistic missiles to My-
anmar”.

However, Syrian officials told the 
monitors that the only North Korean 
experts on its territory were involved 
in sports.

Myanmar’s Ambassador to the 
UN said the country had no arms 
relationship with North Korea.

Tokyo, Feb. 3 (IANS): Asso-
ciations representing atomic 
bomb survivors in Japan criti-
cised on Saturday a change 
in the policy of the US which 
advocates modernising its 
atomic arsenal and increasing 
its launch capacity.

Toshiyuki Mimaki of the 
Japan Confederation of A-and 
H-Bomb Sufferers Organisa-
tions expressed anger over 
the change in Washington’s 
strategy, saying it posed an 
obstacle to global denucleari-
sation, reported Japan’s state 
broadcaster NHK.

Mimaki said “if the Presi-
dent of a global power such as 
the US wanted to increase and 
modernize its nuclear capaci-
ties, the survivors of the atomic 
bombings in Japan will never 
see a world without nuclear 
weapons”.

Mimaki, a survivor of the 
nuclear bombing by the US 
on Hiroshima on August 6, 

1945, said that these weapons 
do not make the world a safer 
place and should never be 
used.

Koichi Kawano, leader of 
Hibakuren, a survivor group 
based in Nagasaki -- which 
suffered a nuclear attack on 
August 9, 1945 -- said the 
announcement poured cold 
water on the historic UN trea-
ty to ban nuclear weapons, 
adopted last year by over 120 
countries.

He also urged the Japa-
nese government to utilise 
the US presence in Japan 
to intensify its diplomatic 
efforts to prevent such a sce-
nario.

The Nuclear Posture Re-
view of the US, presented on 
Friday by the Trump admin-
istration is in contrast the one 
in 2010 by then-President 
Barack Obama (2009-2017), 
who sought a reduction in the 
nuclear arsenal.

Washington, Feb. 3 (IANS): A Russian 
programmer accused of being the mas-
termind behind spreading ransomware 
through a large botnet, was extradited to 
the US, a statement from the Department 
of Justice said.

The statement published late Friday, 
said programmer Pyotr Levashov is “al-
leged to have controlled and operated the 
‘Kelihos botnet’.

The botnet was used to distribute 
hundreds of millions of fraudulent e-
mails per year, intercept credentials to 
online and financial accounts belonging 
to thousands of Americans and spread 
ransomware throughout our networks.”

The accused who was extradited from 
Spain was presented before a US Magis-
trates Court in Connecticut on Friday.

Levashov, 37, with many alias, includ-
ing Petr Levashov, Peter Severa, Petr Severa 
and Sergey Astakhov, is from St. Petersburg 
in Russia, it said.

Levashov was detained on April 7, 
2017, by Spanish authorities.

It is alleged that, for years, Levashov 
profited handsomely by controlling a bot-
net that infected computers and affected 
computer users all over the world.

Levashov is facing an eight-count 
indictment in the US -- with one count 
each of causing intentional damage to 
a protected computer, accessing a pro-
tected computer to commit fraud, wire 
fraud, conspiracy, threatening to damage 
a protected computer and aggravated 
identity theft. 

He was also indicted on two counts of 
fraud in connection with email, RT News 
reported.

Levashov pleaded not guilty to all eight 
counts during his first US court appear-
ance, his Russian’s lawyer Igor Litvak told 
Sputnik. Litvak said they have “no docu-
ments from the prosecutor’s office, no 
evidence of crime.”

Levashov had previously said his life 
would be in danger if Spanish authorities 
complied with the US extradition request 
and was afraid that he might face torture 
in America “in order to extract Russian 
secrets”.

The programmer is also wanted in 
Russia on cyber-crime charges, including 
hacking the site of a medical facility in St. 
Petersburg and spreading malware. Mos-
cow issued an international warrant for his 
arrest in August.

United Nations, Feb. 3 
(IANS): UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres has 
welcomed the outcome 
of the intra-Syria talks in 
Russian Black Sea resort of 
Sochi, saying Russia kept 
its word that the Sochi talks 
would be a contribution to 
the UN-led Geneva process.

The UN’s presence in 
Sochi was based on a com-
mon understanding be-
tween the United Nations 
and Russia on the nature 
and outcome of the meeting 
and its contribution to the 
Geneva process.

The Sochi talks conclud-
ed with a statement fully 
in line with that common 
understanding, Guterres 
told reporters at UN Head-
quarters in New York on 
Friday, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

The final declaration at 

the Sochi talks embraced a 
vision of Syria for all Syrians 
-- as reflected by the 12 living 
intra-Syrian principles put 
forward by his special envoy 
for Syria Staffan de Mistura 
late last year, said Guterres. 
The talks affirmed that a 
Constitutional Committee 
should be formed under UN 
auspices in accordance with 
Security Council Resolution 
2254, which provides for a 
roadmap of political settle-
ment of the Syria crisis that 
has entered into the eighth 
year.

The Sochi talks also 
made it clear that a final 
agreement on the mandate, 
terms of reference, pow-
ers, rules of procedure, and 
selection criteria for the 
composition of the Consti-
tutional Committee is to be 
reached in the UN-led talks 
in Geneva, he said.

“My special envoy will 
now draw on this Sochi out-
come to meet our shared 
goal: full implementation of 
Security Council Resolution 
2254 and the Geneva Com-
munique. He will also work 
for the talks to address the 
other areas determined by 
Resolution 2254.”

Guterres, however, ex-
pressed concern over the 
situation on the ground. 
“We must never forget that 
progress toward a political 
settlement needs to be ac-
companied by progress on 
the ground.”

Guterres called on the 
Syrian government and op-
position delegations and all 
countries with influence to 
cooperate with his special 
envoy. “We must ensure that 
the UN-led process moves 
ahead in Geneva, credibly 
and seriously.”

House Intelligence Chair-
man Devin Nunes, alleges 
that the FBI used the oppo-
sition research dossier on 
Trump and Russia written 
by ex-British intelligence 
agent Christopher Steele 
to secure a FISA surveil-
lance warrant on former 
Trump foreign policy ad-
viser Carter Page without 
disclosing that the dos-
sier was funded in part by 
Democratic sources.

Sanders said the deci-
sion to release the memo 

was made with input from 
the president’s national 
security team including 
law enforcement officials 
and members of the intel-
ligence community.

Noting that minority 
members of the Commit-
tee have reportedly drafted 
a separate memorandum, 
Sanders said the admin-
istration stands ready to 
work with Congress to 
accommodate oversight 
requests consistent with 
applicable standards, in-

cluding the need to protect 
intelligence sources and 
methods.

Coming out in Trump’s 
defence, Congressman 
Dana Rohrabacher said the 
memo “highlights a truth”.

“The integrity of even 
our law enforcement and 
intelligence agencies can 
be politicised and compro-
mised. From time-to-time, 
we all must be reminded of 
that vulnerability.

That is why we must in-
sist on congressional over-
sight of all federal agencies, 
especially of our foreign 
and domestic intelligence 
services,” he said.

Rohrabacher com-
mended Trump for “stand-
ing up for transparency” 
and alleged that the Demo-
crats tried to thwart the 
inquiry.

Publicly, the FBI said 
nothing, but Director 
Christopher Wray sent out 
a video and written state-
ment to employees, urging 
them not to get distracted 
by the debate raging about 

them.
“The American people 

read the papers, and they 
hear lots of talk on cable 
TV and social media. But 
they see and experience 
the actual work you do 
keeping communities 
safe and our nation se-
cure, often dealing with 
sensitive matters and 
making decisions under 
difficult circumstances,” 
Wray said.

It is unclear whether 
Trump will use the memo 
to fire people involved in 
the Russia probe, includ-
ing Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral Rod J Rosenstein, who 
oversees it.

Democrats warned 
against any dismissals at 
the Justice Department, 
saying such moves would 
trigger a constitutional cri-
sis.

Former FBI Director 
James Comey, who was 
abruptly fired by Trump 
last year for his handling 
of the Russia inquiry, criti-
cised the memo.

year when Indian troops 
objected to Chinese army 
building a road close to 
India’s Chicken-Neck Cor-
ridor, a narrow corridor 
connecting north- eastern 
states.

The standoff ended 
on August 28 after Chi-
nese troops agreed to stop 
building the road follow-
ing which both the sides 
agreed on the “expeditious 
disengagement” of person-
nel at Dokalam, accord-
ing to the External Affairs 
Ministry.

Yi said China always 
values the good neigh-

bourliness and friendship 
with India as “we are each 
other’s big neighbours and 
ancient civilisations”.

In the meantime, China 
is also firm in upholding its 
sovereign rights and inter-
ests and territorial integrity, 
he said.

“We handled the Indian 
border troops trespass into 
China’s Dong Long (Doka-
lam) area in our national 
interest, on just grounds 
and with restraint. Through 
diplomatic means, we en-
gaged with the Indian side 
and it withdrew its equip-
ment and personnel.

“We believe as we con-
tinue to engage in in-depth 
strategic communication 
and promptly dispel stra-
tegic misgivings, the stra-
tegic value of China-India 
cooperation will speak for 
itself and there will be a 
prospect of ‘the Dragon 
and Elephant dancing to-
gether’ and 1+1=11 effect as 
expected by the leaders,” Yi 
said. On Chinese diploma-
cy in general, he said China 
will continue to break new 
ground in pursuing major-
country diplomacy with 
Chinese characteristics in 
the new era.

“We will take a longer 
and broader perspective, 
and be even more open-
minded and resourceful 
in our diplomacy. We will 
give more consideration to 
the overall interests of the 
world and humanity, and 
work in a proactive man-
ner,” he said.

“We will continue to 
act as a responsible ma-
jor country to contribute 
to world peace, promote 
global development, and 
uphold the international 
order,” Yi added.

Milan, Feb. 3 (PTI/AP): 
A lone gunman targeted 
foreigners in a drive-by 
shooting spree today 
in a central Italian city, 
wounding six people, one 
of them with life-threat-
ening injuries, before be-
ing arrested.

The suspect’s motive 
wasn’t immediately clear, 
but the city of Macerata 
in the central Marche re-
gion is still reeling from the 
gruesome killing and dis-
memberment of a young 
Italian woman this week, 
allegedly at the hands of a 
Nigerian immigrant.

Police said all those 
wounded were foreigners 
and they later confirmed 
the arrest of a suspect 
identified as a 28- year-old 
Italian with no previous 
record.

A video posted by the 
newspaper il Resto di Car-
lino showed a man with an 
Italian flag draped over his 
shoulders being arrested 
by armed Carabinieri of-
ficers in the city center, a 
short distance from where 

he apparently fled his car 
on foot.

Macerata Mayor Ro-
mano Carancini said 
that six foreigners were 
wounded in the two-hour 
shooting spree, one of 
them with life-threaten-
ing injuries.

Carancini confirmed 
that all of the victims were 
black, and acknowledged 
that “the closeness of these 
two events makes you im-
agine that there is a con-
nection.” 

The shooting spree 
came days after the kill-
ing of 18- year-old Pamela 
Mastropietro and amid a 
heated electoral campaign 
in Italy where anti-foreign-
er sentiment has become a 
key theme.

The head of the anti-
migrant Northern League, 
Matteo Salvini, has capital-
ized on the killing in cam-
paign appearances, and is 
pledging to deport 150,000 
migrants in his first year in 
office if his party wins con-
trol of parliament and he is 
named premier.
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Reality TV star Kim Kardashian is spreading the love to all 
her “lovers” and “haters” this Valentine’s Day. The 37-year-old 
reality TV star took to Instagram Stories to tell her fans that she 
decided to send her new -- Kimoji Hearts KKW Fragrances -- to 
some of her closest friends as well as enemies, reports aceshowbiz.
com. “Alright guys. I am writing the list for my press boxes. I’m 
going to send them to way more than this, but I decided this Valen-
tine’s Day, everyone deserves a Valentine, so I’m going to send them to 
my lovers, to my haters, to everyone that I think of because it is 
Valentine’s Day after all,” Kim said while showing coloured 
post-it notes with the names of the recipients. (IANS)

Kim sends perfume to haters for Valentine’s Day

Ellen Degeneres 
gives $1 mn to fans

Brian Johnson didn’t want to ‘cheat’ AC/DC fans

Robert Plant discusses ‘Kashmir’ 
on Dan Rather’s ‘big interview’

Jennifer Aniston hints at ‘Friends’ reunion

Lady Gaga halts world tour due to ‘severe pain’

Spice Girls reuniting to 
explore ‘new Opportunities’

Rose McGowan cancels 
appearances after public spat

C
elebrity televi-
sion host El-
len Degeneres 
has given $1 
million to 

fans in the audience for 
a taping of her talk show, 
as they all contributed to 
her One Million Acts of 
Good campaign.

“I wanna take a mo-
ment to say, everybody in 
the audience is here for a 
special reason. All season 
long, I’ve partnered with 
Cheerios to encour-
age people to do One 
Million Acts of Good, 
and if you’re here in my 
audience, you helped 
us reach that goal,” 
femalefirst.co.uk quoted 
DeGeneres as saying.

She then told the 
audience to check under 
their seats to see if they 

had a box of the breakfast 
snack, as every lucky 
chair would be winning 
a prize. When every per-
son in the 400 capacity 
studio lifted up a box, she 
revealed they would be 
getting an equal share of 
$1 million.

“Thanks to every 
single person in this 
audience, it is filled with 
goodness and we have 
reached one million acts 
of good because of all 
of you. So, I wanna do 
something that we’ve 
never done before. This is 
big, okay?

“If you have a box 
of Cheerios under your 
seat, I’m going to give you 
a special surprise gift. 
So check and see if you 
have a box of Cheerios 
under your seat. What a 

coincidence that all of 
you would get a box of 
Cheerios.

“You’re all going to 
share this gift. It’s the 
biggest gift I’ve ever given 
anybody, ever. And I 
hope you continue to pay 
it forward and share all 
the good. Hold onto your 
Cheerios because all of 
you are splitting one mil-
lion dollars! That’s a lot of 
money!” 

Among the people 
in the audience were a 
teacher who donated 
a kidney to a student’s 
mother, a couple who 
drove 800 miles to deliver 
supplies during Hur-
ricane Harvey, and a 
man who quit his job to 
start a sanctuary for farm 
animals.

IANS

F
ormer AC/DC singer 
Brian Johnson looked 
back on the hearing 
problems that forced 
him out of the band 

in 2016, and said he didn’t want 
to “cheat” in the delivery of his 
performances. He left suddenly 
during AC/DC’s world tour in 
support of 2015 album Rock 
or Bust, and was eventually 
replaced by Axl Rose.

“Onstage it was getting 
harder and harder to hear the 
guitars, even hear the 
keys, and I 
was basi-
cally going 
on muscle 
memory,” 
Johnson 
told the Sun-
day Times in 
a recent in-

terview. 
“And I’m 

not the 
kind of guy who 

likes to cheat. The 
way I look at it, I had a great 

run.”
After his departure, he vowed 

to find a way to keep perform-
ing, and he’s returned to the 
stage a handful of times since 
then. However, he didn’t address 
the possibility of rejoining AC/
DC. The band’s future remains 
in doubt with the death of co-
founder Malcolm Young (who 

retired a few years ago because 
of his own health problems) 
and the departures of Johnson, 
drummer Phil Rudd and bassist 
Cliff Williams in recent years.

In December, Def Leppard 
singer Joe Elliott criticized the 
way AC/DC dealt with Johnson’s 
issues. “I wouldn’t have done it 
like that,” he said. “I can’t speak 
for Angus [Young] and his team 
as to what their reasons were for 
doing what they did, but con-
sidering that we had a drummer 
lose an arm and we waited for 
him, the way that they dealt with 
it was not the way I would have 
done it. Put it that way. ... But it’s 
not really AC/DC anymore, is it? 
It’s basically just Angus and the 
other four now – so I don’t know 
that Brian’s ever gonna come 
back.”

Ultimateclassicrock

R
obert Plant 
will help kick 
off a new 
season of The 
Big Interview 

With Dan Rather next 
month, and the veteran 
newsman got him talking 
about where “Kashmir” 
ranks on the singer’s 
personal list of best Led 
Zeppelin songs.

In a promo video for 
the upcoming seventh 
season of the show -- on 
which the host inter-
views some of the biggest 
names in entertainment 
-- Rather describes the 
similarities among the 
many musicians he’s 
talked to. “They believe in 
the power of music, and 
also they believe that mu-
sic is part of what unites 
us,” he says.

But what music is at 
the forefront for Plant? 
It’s not the first time he’s 
talked about about how 
much he loves “Kashmir,” 
the popular Zeppelin 
epic from the band’s 
1975 double LP Physical 
Graffiti. “It’s one of my 
favorites,” Plant wrote 
in the liner notes for the 
band’s 1993 The Com-
plete Studio Recordings 

box set. “That, ‘All My 
Love’ and ‘In the Light’ 
and two or three oth-
ers really were the finest 
moments. But ‘Kashmir’ 
in particular. It was so 
positive, lyrically.”

In an interview with 
Rolling Stone, Plant once 
said, “It’s the quest, the 
travels and explorations 
that Page and I went on 
to far climes well off the 
beaten track. ... That, re-
ally, to me is the Zeppelin 
feel.”

In the meantime, 
Plant is keeping busy, with 
a new tour and a new live 
DVD, Robert Plant & the 
Sensational Space Shift-
ers Live at David Lynch’s 
Festival of Disruption that 
features an eight-song 
performance at the Los 
Angeles Ace Hotel Theatre 
from October 2016, The 
show includes Zeppelin 
songs “Black Dog,” “Babe, 
I’m Gonna Leave You,” 
“Going to California” 
and “Whole Lotta Love.” 
The performance helped 
raise funds for the David 
Lynch Foundation, and 
proceeds from the DVD’s 
sale will also benefit the 
foundation.

Ultimateclassicrock

A
ctress Jennifer Aniston has 
hinted at the possibility of a 
“Friends” reunion, almost 15 
years after the popular show 
ended.

“The Yellow Birds” actress talked 
about the show during an appearance 
on “The Ellen DeGeneres Show”, reports 
independent.co.uk.

The actress also gave some details 
on her new TV series with actress Reese 
Witherspoon. But the conversation didn’t 
stick to her new show -- it focused on an 
old one “Friends”.

After performing the clap from the 
“Friends” theme song “I’ll be there for 
you”, DeGeneres asked Aniston what 
everyone has always been wondering 
about a reunion: “Is it even in the realm 
of possibility?” 

The Emmy award-winning actress 
played it cool and said: “Anything is 
a possibility, Ellen. Anything! Right? I 
mean, George Clooney got married… 
That’s like an anything can happen.”

“Friends” had a successful run on 

TV from 1994 to 2004, starring Aniston, 
Courteney Cox, Lisa Kudrow, Matt LeB-
lanc, Matthew Perry and David Schwim-
mer. 

Spread over 10 seasons, the sitcom 
revolves around six friends living in 
Manhattan.

IANS

S
inger-actress 
Lady Gaga has 
cancelled the 
last 10 dates of 
the European leg 

of her world tour due to 
“severe pain”.

In a statement posted 
on Twitter, the pop star 
apologised to fans and 
said she was “devastated”, 
but needed to put “myself 
and my well-being” first, 
reports bbc.com. 

The Grammy award-
winning singer has 
fibromyalgia, a long-term 
condition which can 
cause pain all over the 
body. Shows in London 
and Manchester are 
among those affected.

In the statement, it 
said the “tough decision” 

had been made on Friday 
night with “strong support 
from her medical team”.

Ticket holders can 
apply for a refund from 

February 6, the statement 
added.

“I’m so devastated 
I don’t know how to 
describe it,” Lady Gaga 

wrote, adding: “All I know 
is that if I don’t do this, I 
am not standing by the 
words or meaning of my 
music.”

The announcement 
comes after she started 
the UK leg of her tour 
at Birmingham Arena. 
The European leg of her 
Joanne World Tour had 
already been rescheduled 
due to her condition. 

The “Born this way” 
singer was due to perform 
in Zurich, Koln, Stock-
holm, Copenhagen, Paris 
and Berlin in the coming 
weeks. At the end of last 
year, the star announced 
a two-year residency in 
Las Vegas, starting late in 
2018.

IANS

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80, Gold Rs. 150

11 am, 2 pm, 8 pm: 
Padmaavat (Hindi)

5 pm: Maze Runner: 
The Death Cure

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

P
opular 
band Spice 
Girls have 
said they 
are reunit-

ing and planning 
to work on “new 
opportunities 
together”.

The mem-
bers of the 
band -- Victo-
ria Beckham, 
Emma Bunton, 

Geri Horner, 
Mel Brown 

and Melanie Chisholm 
-- recently met at Horner’s 
Hertfordshire residence, 
where they were ac-
companied by former 
manager Simon Fuller.

Later, in a statement, 
the group confirmed 
that they are getting back 
together.

It was their single 
“Wannabe” that propelled 
the band to fame in 1996. 
They had also reunited for 
a world tour in 2007. 

Their last perform-
ance together was at the 
closing ceremony for the 
2012 London Olympics.

“We have enjoyed a 
wonderful afternoon 

catching up and 
reminiscing about the 
amazing times we 
have spent together.

PTI

A
ctress Rose 
McGowan, 
who has been 
promoting her 
new memoir 

“Brave”, has cancelled all 
her upcoming appear-
ances after getting into a 
heated confrontation with 
a transgender during her 
first book signing here.

The incident hap-
pened at Barnes & Noble 
on Wednesday, reports 
pagesix.com. 

On Friday, McGowan 
tweeted: “I am canceling 
upcoming public ap-
pearances because I have 
given enough. I have 
given beauty, in return I 
was verbally assaulted for 
two full minutes @BN-
Buzz by an actor paid to 
verbally assault a woman 
who has been terrorised 
by your system. 

“And no one in that 
room did anything. And 
everyone from my publi-
cists, assistants, managers 
and every person sitting 
in their chairs frozen by 
their weakness, a weak-
ness called complicity. 
The truth is you all failed 
me. Again. And again. 
And again.”

According to a report 
in pagesix.com, the fight 
began when the trans-
gender woman asked 
McGowan about com-
ments she had made on 
RuPaul’s “What’s the Tee?” 
podcast in July. 

“Trans women are dy-
ing and you said that we, 
as trans women, are not 
like regular women,” the 
woman told her. 

“We get raped more 
often. We go through 
domestic violence more 
often. There was a 
trans woman 
killed here a 
few blocks 
(away). I 
have been 
followed 
home …”

McGow-
an interrupt-

ed her to say, “Hold on. 
So am I. We are the same. 
My point was, we are the 
same. There’s an entire 
show called ID channel, 
a network, dedicated to 
women getting abused, 
murdered, sexualised, 
violated, and you’re a part 
of that, too, sister. It’s the 
same.”

The situation esca-
lated when the woman 
asked what McGowan 
had done for transgender 
women. “Don’t label me, 
sister,” McGowan said, 
adding “I do not subscribe 
to your rules. I do not sub-
scribe to your language. 
You will not put labels on 
me or anybody. Step the 
f**k back.”

The woman was es-
corted out by security.

On Thursday, during 
a panel discussion with 
Ronan Farrow, McGowan, 
who was one of the first 
women to accuse Hol-
lywood producer Harvey 
Weinstein of rape, alleged 
that the woman 
was a plant from 
Weinstein’s 
camp. 

A repre-
sentative for 
Weinstein 
told Page Six 
on Friday 
that those 
claims are “abso-
lutely, 100 percent 
false”.

IANS
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Novak Djokovic

Jurgen Klopp 

DeMar DeRozan of the Toronto Raptors made 11 of 22 shots and 
matched his career-high of six three-pointers as the Raptors demol-
ished the Portland Trail Blazers 130-105.

Pep Guardiola
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1723

ACROSS
1. Offspring
6. Projecting mass of rock
10. Taverns
14. Boat
15. A Bantu language
16. One of the acting Baldwin 

brothers
17. Extreme

19. Hindu god of destruction
20. Dampness

24. Deputy Fuhrer Rudolf ____
25. Yourself (archaic)
26. ______ fork
29. Another unit of loudness
30. Immediately
31. Movie script
37. LA Dodger left hand pitcher 

Carlos _____
39. British slang for toilet
40. Evade
41. Attributable
44. Again
45. Parasite
46. Citizens of the largest continent
48. Long black garment
52. Baking appliance
53. City and river in northcentral New 

York state
54. In another country
58. United States Information Agency
59. Doozy
61. Flemish painter Hieronymus 

_____ (1450-1516)
62. Diatribe
63. Semi-precious gem

64. Silly
65. Fastens with a cord
66. Prevalent

DOWN
1. Dross
2. ____ Alto California
3. Against
4. One who reveres
5. Put in order
6. Emperors
7. Uncouth
8. In the manner of
9. Detective (slang)
10. Foundation
11. _____ in Wonderland

12. Take great pleasure 
13. Cloth worn around the neck
21. United States Geological Survey
23. Former CNN anchorwoman 

_____ Russell
25. _____ogy: study of the nature 

of God

islands
27. Utilizes

29. Investigation
32. Abrupt, dry sound
33. Medieval liturgical music
34. Moon
35. City in Yemen

36. Evergreen trees of the genus 
Taxus

38. Early microprocessor company
42. Having 2 hues
43. Projecting overhang
47. Part of the former Yugoslavia
48. Judicial assembly
49. Tropical South American palm
50. Pigs
51. Chairs
52. Immature ovum
54. Former king of Norway
55. Jacob’s brother (Bible)
56. Skin disease
57. She is (contraction)
60. United Press International
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India aim to exert pressure on 
depleted Proteas in 2nd ODI

I won’t concede title if in Man 
United’s position — Guardiola

Djokovic has ‘small medical intervention’ on elbow

Liverpool coach defends Coutinho’s move to Barcelona

Raptors rebound from loss with three point explosion

Injured Du Plessis 
ruled out of India series

Centurion, Feb. 3 (IANS): 
South Africa suffered a 
huge blow after skipper 
Faf du Plessis was ruled 
out of the remainder of 
the ongoing One-Day In-
ternational (ODI) series 
against India with a frac-
tured finger, even as the 
tourists aim to exert pres-
sure on the depleted hosts 
in the second match here 
on Sunday.

Already down with the 
absence of veteran AB de 
Villiers for the first three 
ODIs, the Proteas will now 
miss the services of the 
skipper, who struck a bril-
liant ton in the opener 
of the six-match series, 
albeit in a losing cause.

Du Plessis damaged 
his right index digit dur-
ing the six-wicket loss 
in the series opener in 
Durban on Thursday and 
is likely to require three to 
six weeks’ time to recover, 
according to a Cricket 
South Africa (CSA) state-
ment.

Batsman Farhaan Be-
hardien has been added 
to the squad as a replace-
ment, while Heinrich 
Klaasen was called in as 
a back-up wicketkeeper 
given de Villiers is also 

sidelined by a finger issue.
Going into the second 

match, India will be ea-
ger to take advantage of 
the loss of Du Plessis and 
go 2-0 up in the rubber, 
with all their departments 
ticking the right notes in 
Durban.

Led by skipper Virat 
Kohli’s brilliant 33rd ODI 
ton and steady batting by 
No.4 Ajinkya Rahane, In-
dia romped home in style 
after the wrist spin duo of 
Kuldeep Yadav and Yuz-
vendra Chahal shared five 
wickets between them to 
restrict the hosts to 269/8.

India’s top-order has 
done reasonably well in 
the opening ODI barring 
the odd mix-up between 
Shikhar Dhawan and 
Kohli, which led to an un-
fortunate run-out of the 
southpaw.

The bowling depart-
ment has delivered well 
except for pacer Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar, having 
an off day but the spin 
duo of chinaman Kuldeep 
(3/34) and Chahal (2/45) 
have been impressive in 
what was their maiden 
outing on South African 
soil.

The Proteas, on the 

other hand are yet to 
name the skipper of the 
side with Hashim Amla 
and Jean Paul Duminy 
emerging as the top con-
tenders.

The home side will 
need to chalk out a strat-
egy to stop the strong In-
dian batting after using as 
many as seven bowlers in 
the opening game.

All-rounder Andile 
Phehlukwayo added up to 
his handy 33-ball unbeat-
en 27, by picking the cru-
cial wickets of Kohli and 
Rahane with his slower 
bouncers, but the damage 
was already done by then.

The hosts will also 
bank on the opening duo 
of Amla and stumper 
Quinton de Kock to set 
the tone early on for the 
likes of Aiden Markram, 
Duminy, David Miller and 
Chris Morris to put up a 
commanding total.
Teams:
India: Virat Kohli (Cap-
tain), Shikhar Dhawan, 
Rohit Sharma, Ajinkya 
Rahane, Shreyas Iyer, 
Manish Pandey, Dinesh 
Karthik, Kedar Jadhav, 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni 
(wk), Hardik Pandya, Yuz-
vendra Chahal, Kuldeep 

Yadav, Axar Patel, Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar, Jasprit 
Bumrah, Mohammed 
Shami, Shardul Thakur.
South Africa: Hashim 
Amla, Quinton de Kock 
(wk), Jean Paul Duminy, 
Farhaan Behardien, Im-

ran Tahir, Heinrich Klaas-
en, Aiden Markram, Da-
vid Miller, Morne Morkel, 
Chris Morris, Lungisani 
Ngidi, Andile Phehluk-
wayo, Kagiso Rabada, Ta-
braiz Shamsi, Khayelihle 
Zondo.

Paris, Feb. 3 (AFP): For-
mer world number one 
Novak Djokovic revealed 
Friday that he has under-
gone “a small medical in-
tervention” in an attempt 
to cure his long-standing 
right elbow injury.

The 12-time Grand 
Slam title winner admit-
ted that he had been 
deluged with conflict-
ing medical advice but 
opted for the procedure 
after rest and recupera-
tion failed to solve the 
problem.

“Truth be told, there 
were many different opin-
ions, different diagnoses, 
different suggestions,” the 
30-year-old wrote on his 
official website, novakd-

London, Feb. 3 (Reuters): 
Manchester City man-
ager Pep Guardiola has 
said his team would not 
concede defeat in the 
Premier League title race 
if they were in the same 
position as Manchester 
United.

United manager Jose 
Mourinho conceded the 
title to runaway leaders 
City for the first time on 
Friday with the 20-times 
champions running sec-
ond, 15 points behind 
City with 13 games left.

Asked ahead of City’s 
trip to seventh-placed 
Burnley on Saturday 
if he would give up in 
Mourinho’s position, 
Guardiola said: ”No, I 

don’t think so. That is not 
going to happen.

”We have shown even 
in our two defeats this 
season that we will try 
until the very end. We 
play every game to give 
sense to what we are do-
ing. I know the 15-point 
distance is quite big at 
the moment. It’s the same 
gap from six games ago.

“In football and in 
sport anything can hap-
pen. You are good today 
but tomorrow you are 
bad. The most important 
thing we have done is 
focus. In my experience 
until everything is done, 
you have to be prepared 
for anything to happen.”

City have endured 

a hectic season having 
progressed to the Cham-
pions League last 16, the 
FA Cup fifth round and 
the League Cup final 
apart from dominating 
the league and Guardiola 
said he would rest his 
players following the 
Burnley game.

“A f t e r  t h e  g a m e 
against Burnley until next 
Wednesday the players 
will be resting,” Guar-
diola added.

“The players can do 
whatever they want, they 
can travel or whatever. If 
they want to go and find 
some sunshine or stay 
here in Manchester, they 
can do what they like. 
They are free.”

Cape Town, Feb. 3 (Reuters): South Africa captain Faf 
du Plessis has been ruled out of the remainder of the 
one-day and Twenty20 series against India due to a 
fractured finger.

The injury could also sideline the 33-year-old 
from the first two tests against Australia next month.

It is another injury blow for the Proteas, who have 
already lost AB de Villiers due to a finger injury for 
the first three matches of the 50-over series against 
India.

Du Plessis fractured his right index finger in the 
six wicket loss to India in the opening ODI in Durban 
on Thursday, a match in which he scored a 120 runs 
to anchor the home innings.

He will be out of action for between three and 
six weeks, Cricket South Africa said in a statement 
on Friday, leaving him in a race against time to be fit 
for the first of four tests against Australia that start 
on March 1.

Farhaan Behardien has been called into the lim-
ited overs squad as a replacement, while the Proteas 
have also added uncapped Heinrich Klaasen as a 
reserve wicketkeeper-batsman.

There are five more ODIs in the series against 
India followed by three Twenty20 internationals.

jokovic.com.
“It was not easy for me 

to choose which way to 
go and what to do. I took 
six months off last season 
hoping to come back fully 
recovered, but unfortu-

nately I still felt pain.
“I really missed com-

peting, it’s in my blood 
and I had to give it a try 
at the Australian Open. 
Anyhow, I agreed with my 
team that I would try dif-

London, Feb. 3 (IANS): Liverpool FC coach Jurgen Klopp 
has defended star winger Philippe Coutinho’s move to 
Spanish football giants FC Barcelona, although he ac-
knowledged that he would have liked to keep him at the 
English Premier League (EPL) club.

At a press conference, Klopp said Liverpool’s loaned 
players such as Jon Flanagan and Lazar Markovic were 
seeking more minutes, reports Efe.

“We did what we thought was right. Not everything 
was in our hands. Would we have preferred to keep Phil 
Coutinho? Yes, of course, I think everybody knows that,” 
he said.

After months of rumours about him moving to Bar-
celona, Brazilian attacking midfielder Coutinho joined 
the Catalan club during the winter transfer window, 
reportedly for 160 million euros ($198.6 million), on a 
contract that includes a 400-million-euro ($498.5 mil-
lion) buyout clause.

The German coach said that English forward Daniel 
Sturridge left Liverpool on loan to West Bromwich Albion 
seeking more minutes with his eyes on the upcoming 
World Cup.

Los Angeles, Feb. 3 (AFP): 
DeMar DeRozan deliv-
ered 35 points and nailed 
a career-high match-
ing six three pointers as 
the Toronto Raptors re-
bounded from Thursday’s 
loss with an emphatic 
130-105 demolition of the 
Portland Trail Blazers.

The Raptors’ state-
ment win on Friday night 
was not only their sixth 
consecutive over Portland 
but it came less than 24 
hours after a disappoint-
ing 122-119 loss to the 
Washington Wizards.

“When you come off a 
loss like that you just can’t 
wait to get back on the 
court and redeem your-
self,” DeRozan said of the 
Raptors, who have the 
best winning record (20-
4) in the league at home.

“That’s what tonight 
was. We came back to 
our comfort zone on our 
home floor and we tried 
to have that energy that 
we didn’t have last night.”

Fred VanVleet scored 
16 points, Kyle Lowry had 
15 and Pascal Siakam 
13 for the Raptors, who 
made a season high 19 
from beyond the arc.

DeRozan made 11 of 
22 shots and matched 
his career-high for three-
pointers. He finished six 
for 10 from long range.

“So many options 
opened up I just tried to 
exploit them,” he said.

Toronto shot 19 for 40 
from behind the arc, with 
nine players making at 

ferent methods after I fin-
ish in Australia and a few 
days ago I accepted to do 
a small medical interven-
tion on my elbow.” 

Djokovic, who was be-
lieved to have travelled 
to the Czech Republic 
for the surgery, was still 
bothered by his elbow 
problem as he crashed 
out in the fourth round of 
the Australian Open last 
month to South Korea’s 
Chung Hyeon.

“It seems like I am 
on the good road now to 
full recovery. It’s quite a 
journey this one, I have 
to say,” added Djokovic, 
who did not reveal when 
he planned to return to 
the tour.least one three-pointer.

Portland’s Damian Lil-
lard became the fastest 
player in club history to 
reach 10,000 career points 
with a 32-point perfor-
mance against Toronto.

The Blazers have lost 
five of their past seven 
on the road and they had 
a four-game win streak 
halted.

CJ McCollum scored 
21 points and Jusuf Nur-
kic had 20 as the Blazers 
opened their February 
schedule on a losing note 
after winning a league 
high 11 games in the 
month of January.

Lillard headed into 
the contest just 12 points 
away from 10,000. He 
reached the milestone 
on a driving layup with 
45 seconds left in the first 
quarter, then passed it 

with a three pointer at 
9:06 of the second.

The Raptors’ season-
long four-game homes-
tand continues Sunday 
against Memphis.
Parker makes season de-
but
In Milwaukee, Jabari 
Parker scored 12 points 
in his season debut after 
a 51-week injury absence 
as the Milwaukee Bucks 
beat the New York Knicks 
92-90.

Gi a n n i s  A n t e t o k -
ounmpo made the game-
winning layup with two 
seconds left in the fourth 
to clinch the victory for 
the Bucks, who have now 
won five of six.

“It was emotional,” 
said Parker. “It was the 
same place I hurt myself. I 
just tried to keep the same 
mindset I had during re-

hab, take it step-by-step 
and play-by-play.”

Parker hadn’t played 
since tearing his left ACL 
in February 2017 during a 
game against Miami.

Elsewhere, Anthony 
Davis scored 43 points to 
help the New Orleans Pel-
icans beat the Oklahoma 
City Thunder 114-100.

Davis  made 17 of 
34 shots and had 10 re-
bounds, and E’Twaun 
Moore added 26 points 
for the Pelicans.

O k l a h o m a  C i t y ’s 
Russell Westbrook had 
16 points, 14 assists and 
10 rebounds for his 16th 
triple-double of the sea-
son. Steven Adams had 23 
points and 12 rebounds 
for the Thunder, who lost 
their third straight game 
after an eight-game win-
ning streak.

W e s t b r o o k  a p -
proached a triple-double 
in the first half with nine 
points, nine assists and 
seven rebounds to help 
the Thunder take a 58-54 
lead at halftime.

The Pelicans seized 
the momentum early in 
the third quarter as they 
managed to contain West-
brook for the rest of the 
game.

A m e r i c a n  s p o r t s 
broadcaster ESPN re-
ported earlier Friday that 
Westbrook would not face 
disciplinary action from 
the league for shoving a 
Denver supporter who left 
his seat and walked onto 
the playing court.

“Daniel wanted to leave as well and we have, with 
Roberto, Dom and Danny Ings, three players in that posi-
tion, plus maybe Mo Salah on a specific day can play it as 
well. So that made sense as well (and) that’s why we did 
the business we did,” he added.



Lindsey Vonn won by just two hundredths of a second as she hit form 
just ahead of the Olympics
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The Floyd Mayweather (R), Conor McGregor cross-combat fight in August failed to live up to the hype as 
veteran Mayweather easily outpunched the inexperienced McGregor.

Burnley's Icelandic midfielder Johann Berg Gudmundsson celebrates a er scoring the equaliser in the 
1-1 draw with league leaders Manchester City at Turf Moor.

Indian team players pose for photographs with the trophy as they celebrate a er winning the ICC Under-19 Cricket World Cup finals in Mount 
Maunganui on Sat. Feb. 3. India beat Australia by eight wickets to win a record fourth U-19 World Cup.

PTI

Manjot guides clinical India to 
fourth ICC U19 World Cup title

City made to pay for Sterling sitter by BurnleyVonn beats rival Goggia for 
bittersweet 80th World Cup win

Mayweather drops another hint at MMA fight

Morning Premier League to begin from Feb. 5

Chennai hold Aizawl in I-League clashWestern Angami wrestling meet on Feb. 5 and 6

Banned Peru captain Guerrero to train in Argentina ahead of WC

Tauranga (New Zealand), 
Feb. 3 (IANS): Promising 
opener Manjot Kalra's un-
beaten 101 guided India 
to their fourth ICC Under 
19 World Cup triumph, 
as the boys-in-blue beat 
Australia by eight wick-
ets in the summit clash 
at the Bay Oval here on 
Saturday.

Adjudged the man-of-
the-match, Manjot blast-
ed an unbeaten 102-ball 
101, studded with eight 
fours and three sixes, and, 
more importantly, was 
engaged in three half-
century partnerships 
that denied Australia any 
hope of a comeback in the 
match.

Chasing a modest 217, 
India got off to a flier with 
Manjot and skipper Prith-
vi Shaw (29 off 41; 4X4) 
piling up 71 runs for the 
opening stand.

India's  chase was 
briefly halted by rain after 
just four overs, but Manjot 
and Prithvi ensured they 
kept their focus and after 
coming back they batted 
out the initial few overs 
before cutting loose.

Just when the Indian 
pair threatened to take 
the match away, pacer 
Will Sutherland drew first 
blood for the Australians 
by rattling Shaw's off-
stump.

S h a w ' s  d i s m i s s a l 

brought in the centurion 
of the semi-final against 
Pakistan, Man-of-the-
Tournament Shubman 
Gill (31 off 30; 4X4), who 
raised 60 runs for the sec-
ond wicket with Manjot 
before perishing to off-
spinner Param Uppal.

This was unfortu-
nately Gill's first below-50 
score in the tournament 
but wicketkeeper-bats-
man Harvik Desai (47 not 
out off 61; 4X5) ensured 
there were no more hic-
cups in India's road to the 
title. With India just five 
runs shy from the title, 
Manjot got to his personal 
landmark, punching one 
down to square leg for 

a single even as the cel-
ebrations began on the 
sidelines with the Rahul 
Dravid-led side romping 
home in 38.5 overs.

Earlier, electing to bat 
after winning the toss, 
Australia rode on Jona-
than Merlo's steady 102-
ball 76, laced with six 
boundaries, to set a mod-
est 216-run total.

Australia lost their 
three top batsmen with 
just 59 runs on the board, 
thanks to pacer Ishan 
Porel's twin strikes early 
on.

Porel's victims includ-
ed the openers Max Bry-
ant (14) and Jack Edwards 
(28) before Kamlesh Na-

Los Angeles, Feb. 3 (AFP): 
MMA fighter Conor Mc-
Gregor switched to the 
boxing ring to make one 
of the richest professional 
fights in history possi-
ble and now Floyd May-
weather hints he might 
return the favour.

Mayweather,  who 
h a s n ' t  f o u g h t  s i n c e 
knocking out McGregor 
in that boxing match last 
year, teased fans Friday 
night by posting a pic-
ture on his Twitter page 
of himself wearing mixed 
martial arts gloves and 
standing in an UFC cage.

"Billion Dollar Man," 

Mayweather said in the 
tweet.

Mayweather and Mc-
Gregor's cross-combat 
fight in August failed 
to live up to the hype 
in the ring as veteran 
Mayweather easily out-
punched the inexperi-
enced McGregor, but it 
did well at the box office.

The contest generated 
4.3 million pay-per-view 
buys in North America, 
trailing only Mayweath-
er's 2015 world title box-
ing match with Filipino 
Manny Pacquiao that 
generated 4.6 million 
buys and earned $600 

million.
It is the second time 

this week Mayweather 
has teased his fans with 
the idea. Earlier this week 
he posted video on Twit-
ter and Instagram of him-
self shadow boxing in a 
cage.

He said "Come at the 
king, you best not miss..."

Mayweather's August 
fight with the Irishman 
was supposed to be his 
last as it secured his per-
fect 50-0 record. But the 
American has retired sev-
eral times only to negoti-
ate "comeback" fights for 
bigger paydays.

Dimapur, Feb. 3 (EMN): The 4th season 
of the Morning Premier League (MPL) is 
slated to begin from Feb. 5 in Kohima, 
the organisers informed in a press re-
lease on Sat. 

The annual tournament will be 
played between 10 teams for five months 
and 90 matches in total. MPL is a one-of-
a-kind league where the players are all 30 
years of age or above. 

The 10 teams in the league are Morn-

ing Football Club, Amur Falcon Football 
Club, Mrh.FC, Mrh.Sunrisers, Morung 
United FC, All Blacks, GeThemGo FC, 
Silver White, Mustang FC and Zeikezou 
Seniors.

Morning Football Association (MFA) 
organizes and manages the MPL which 
was started in 2015 with the main pur-
pose to create health consciousness, 
friendship and sportsmanship through 
football.

Dimapur, Feb. 3 (EMN): The 55th 
wrestling meet of the Western An-
gami Sports Association (WASA) is 
scheduled from Feb. 5 to 6 at the 
Kohima local ground. 

72 wrestlers representing the 
four groups will be competing in 
Naga wrestling on Feb. 5, followed 
by the freestyle on Feb. 6. 

The inaugural function will be 
graced by Peteroko Zetsuvi, deputy 
director of sports, Nagaland Uni-
versity, Kohima campus as the chief 
guest, while Neivikuolie Khatsü, 

president, Nagaland Wrestling As-
sociation will be the guest of honour 
on the second day. 

The Naga wrestling champion 
will fetch a catch award of INR 
80,000, while the second, third and 
fourth position winners will receive 
INR 60,000, 40,000 and 30,000. 

In freestyle wrestling, the top 
two winners in senior category will 
receive INR 4000 and INR 2000. 

As for junior wrestling, the top 
two winners will be given INR 2000 
and INR 1000. 

Meanwhile, WASA has called for 
a meeting with all the tournament 
officials including referees, judges, 
jury board, unit presidents, team 
coaches and managers at Khuo-
chiezie on Feb. 4 at 3 pm. 

It further informed that the mea-
surement for the freestyle wres-
tlers would be done right after the 
completion of Naga style wrestling 
on Feb 5. 

All the units have also been in-
formed to submit two flags along 
with the entry fee of INR 8,000.

Lima, Feb. 3 (IANS): Peru football 
team captain Paolo Guerrero will 
train alone in Argentina in a bid to 
maintain fitness as he sees out a 
doping ban ahead of this year's FIFA 
World Cup.

Guerrero said his Brazilian club 
Flamengo had prepared a training 
programme for the 34-year-old at a 
private sports complex in the north-
ern outskirts of Buenos Aires, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

"I have been given a fitness plan 
which I'll carry out in Argentina 
without any distraction," he said. 
"My aim is to train well."

Guerrero was given a 12-month 
ban in December after testing posi-
tive for cocaine metabolite ben-
zoylecgonine following Peru's World 
Cup qualifier against Argentina in 
Buenos Aires on October 5.

The penalty, backdated to No-
vember, was halved by FIFA's appeal 

committee less than two weeks later.
He is due to return on May 3, just 

six weeks before Peru's first World 
Cup appearance since 1982.

But Guerrero's lawyers are tak-
ing the case to the Court of Arbitra-
tion for Sport (CAS) in an effort to 
have the suspension annulled. The 
former Bayern Munich player has 
denied using cocaine or drinking 
coca tea, claiming he was a victim of 
food or drink contamination.

C o i m b a t o r e ,  Fe b. 3 
(IANS): Chennai City 
FC rode on a late strike 
from Antony Beautin to 
hold defending champi-
ons Aizawl FC 1-1 in an 
I-League clash here on 
Saturday.

Beautin struck in the 
73rd minute to help the 
hosts earn a much needed 
point.

Japanese import Yugo 
Kobayashi handed Aizwl 
an early lead when he 
produced an excellent 
finish from close range in 
the third minute.

Chennai thus rose a 
spot to second from bot-
tom in the 10-team league 
ladder with 11 points 
from 13 matches.

Aizawl remain sixth 
with 16 points from 11 
matches. The defending 
champions dominated 
proceedings right from 
the start and should have 

won the game.
The Chennai defend-

ers struggled to contain 
the Aizawl forwards for 
the most part but were 
aided by some poor fin-
ishing and some aimless 
final passes by their op-
ponents. 

C h e n n a i  c o a c h 
Soundararajan continued 
with under-fire French 
forward Jean-Micheal 
Joachim up front, with 
Soosairaj acting as the 
playmaker.

C h a r l e s  A n a n d ra j 
and Pandiyan Srinivasan 
lined up in the double 
pivot with Schumeiko and 
Dharmaraj being paired 
in the centre of defence. 

Kobayashi and Andrei 
Ionescu combined up 
front for the defending 
champions. Aizawl coach 
Paulo Meneses made 
wholesale changes after 
their tough trip to Iran 

for the AFC Champions 
League encounter against 
Zob Ahan. 

Aizawl came out of 
the blocks very quickly 
and took the lead in the 
third minute. Ionescu got 
past his marker on the 
right before getting into 
the box and squaring a 
good cross to pick out 
Kobayashi who tucked in 
a neat finish.

Chennai responded 
reasonably well with a 
lion's share of possession 
for the next 15 minutes. 
Jesuraj's teasing cross into 
the box from the right 
provided Edwin Vanspaul 
with a golden opportunity 
to head in an equaliser 
but he sent his header 
wide.

The hosts had a lucky 
escape when Ionescu's 
curled effort from outside 
the box struck the cross-
bar and went out at the 

half-hour mark. 
Edwin held on to the 

ball inside the box before 
picking out Charles' clev-
er run behind the defence 
but the midfielder lacked 
composure as he blasted 
the ball into the stands, 
summing up Chennai 
City's first half. David Lal-
rinmuana's free-kick into 
the box from the left met 
Yugo Kobayashi's feet but 
the woodwork denied 
Aizawl yet again.

Failure to convert 
chances hurt Aizawl as 
Chennai City snatched an 
equaliser in the 73rd min-
ute. Laldinliana's failure 
to intercept a through-
ball from Soosairaj al-
lowed Antony to drive 
into the penalty box and 
slot the ball home. 

Both teams failed to 
create clear-cut chances 
towards the end and had 
to settle for a point each.

London, Feb. 3 (AFP): 
An extraordinary miss 
by  Ra h e e m  St e r l i n g 
proved the turning point 
as Burnley recovered to 
snatch a draw against 
runaway Premier League 
leaders Manchester City 
1-1 at Turf Moor on Sat-
urday.

Pep Guardiola’s team, 
leading from Danilo’s 
first half goal, looked well 
in control but Sterling’s 
blunder 20 minutes from 
time offered a lifeline 
and renewed belief to the 
home side.

And eight minutes 
from time, Matt Lowton’s 
deep cross from the right 
allowed Johann Berg 
Gudmundsson to ghost 
past the City backline 
and score with a left-foot 
volley from six yards.

"Of course we are 
frustrated in terms of 
the result but the perfor-
mance was outstanding 
against a Burnley side 
who are the most British 
of teams in terms of long 
balls and the way they 
play," said Guardiola.

"But football is about 

garkoti joined the party 
by removing the skipper 
Jason Sangha for an un-
lucky 13 off 24 balls.

Thereafter, Merlo and 
Param Uppal (34) stead-
ied the team with a 75-
run fourth wicket stand 
which saw them going 
past the 100-run mark, 
before left-arm spinner 
Anukul Roy ended Up-
pal's 58-ball stay with a 
brilliant catch in his own 
follow through.

Tottering at 134/4, 
Merlo was joined in by 
Nathan McSweeney (23), 
who added 49 runs for 
the fifth wicket before 
meeting the same fate as 
Uppal, this time caught 
and bowled by the other 
spinner Shiva Singh.

Despite losing his 
partners at the other end, 
Merlo continued to tor-
ment the Indians, raising 
his maiden half centu-
ry off 60 balls by chop-
ping a slower delivery 
from Porel for a single to 
sweeper cover.

Merlo, however, suc-
cumbed under the pres-
sure of scoring quick 
runs, when he attempted 
a reverse sweep off Roy 
only to manage a top-
edge for Shiva to grab at 
sweeper cover, even as 
Australia's hopes were 
dashed after losing the 
last five wickets for just 
33 runs.

For the boys-in-blue, 
Ishan Porel, Kamlesh 
Nagarkoti, Shiva Singh 
and Anukul Roy took two 
wickets each while Shi-
vam Mavi grabbed one.

goals. We needed to score 
the second, third and 
fourth when we had the 
chance. When you arrive 
in the last 15 minutes at 
Burnley 1-0, this is what 
can happen."

It is just the fourth 
time City have dropped 
points in the Premier 
League this season, but 
they still enjoy a com-
manding 16-point lead 

over Manchester United, 
who host Huddersfield 
later on Saturday.

A draw extends Burn-
ley's winless run to nine 
league games, but the 
Clarets boss Sean Dyche 
was delighted with his 
side's reaction.

"We had to dig in and 
do the ugly stuff. Then 
the confidence started to 
build. We started putting 

quality into their box, 
and in the end it was a 
fantastic ball and a fan-
tastic goal," said Dyche.

Burnley were made to 
pay for switching off mid-
way through the first-half 
when a quickly-taken 
Kevin De Bruyne cor-
ner found Bernardo Silva 
who, in turn, moved the 
ball on to Danilo, who 
had been left in far too 

Garmisch-Partenkirchen (Germany), Feb. 3 (AP): Lind-
sey Vonn edged Italian rival Sofia Goggia by two hun-
dredths of a second in a women's World Cup downhill 
on Saturday for her 80th career victory.

The American standout trailed Goggia by 0.08 at 
the last split time but overcame the deficit in the final 
section. Cornelia Huetter of Austria was 0.13 behind in 
third.

Vonn and Goggia, the only racers with more than one 
downhill victory this season, are the main favorites for 
gold at the Olympic downhill in Pyeongchang on Feb. 21.

Shortly after Vonn's run, her American teammate 
Jacqueline Wiles suffered unknown injuries in a crash 
and had to be transported off the hill by helicopter.

Another downhill is scheduled for Sunday, the last 
World Cup race before the Olympics.

much space outside the 
Burnley area.

The full-back carried 
the ball to the edge of 
the area before curling 
an unstoppable 20-yard, 
right-foot shot into the 
far corner.

The lead was just 
about merited for a City 
side that came to Turf 
Moor without seven in-
jured first team players 
and with Guardiola nam-
ing just six substitutes.
Small bench
T h e  C i t y  m a n a g e r 
claimed he had not want-
ed to deny youngsters 
playing in a Friday night 
elite development squad 
fixture in order just to sit 
on the first-team bench.

But Guardiola's deci-
sion was also interpreted 
as a gesture in response 
to his recent complaints 
that his players are not 
receiving enough protec-
tion from referees, lead-
ing to a long injury list 
at the Etihad, as well as 
City's failure to land Ri-
yad Mahrez from Leices-
ter before Wednesday's 
transfer deadline.

Despite their absen-
tees, City were still domi-
nant as Sterling blasted 
over from six yards out 
after good build-up play 
by Aguero after the break.

The chances kept 
coming with Danilo close 
to another goal from the 
edge of the area, denied 
only by Pope’s fingertip 
save.

Those misses might 
have proved costly when 
a Vincent Kompany error 
gifted the ball to Ash-
ley Barnes and Burnley 
worked an opening for 
Aaron Lennon whose 
blistering shot which Ed-
erson brilliantly tipped 
onto the bar.

Ye t  C i t y ’s  r u n  o f 
squandered openings 
was about to grow, with 
the worst of the lot, when 
Sterling missed an open 
net from two yards as 
he steered Kyle Walker’s 
cross the wrong side of 
the post.

Moments later, the 
England forward was re-
placed by Guardiola and 
watched on in horror as 
City were pegged back.


